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Preface to theWorld
English Bible

What is the Holy Bible?
TheHolyBible is a collectionof books and

letters written by many people who were
inspired by the Holy Spirit of God. These
books tell us howwe can be saved from the
evil of thisworld andgain eternal life that is
truly worth living. Although the Holy Bible
contains rules of conduct, it is not just a
rule book. It reveals God’s heart—a Father’s
heart, full of loveandcompassion. TheHoly
Bible tells you what you need to know and
believe to be saved from sin and evil and
how to live a life that is truly worth living,
nomatterwhatyour current circumstances
may be.
The Holy Bible consists of two main sec-

tions: the Old Testament (including Psalms
and Proverbs) and the New Testament
(Matthew through Revelation). The Old
Testament records God’s interaction with
mankind before He sent His son to redeem
us, while recording prophesy predicting
that coming. The New Testament tells us of
God’s Son and Anointed One, Jesus, and the
wonderful salvation that He purchased for
us.
The same Holy Spirit who inspired the

Holy Bible is living among us today, and He
is happy to help you understand what He
intended as you study His Word. Just ask
Him, andHe ismore thanhappy to help you
apply His message to your life.
TheOld Testamentwas originallywritten

mostly in Hebrew. The New Testament was
originally written mostly in the common
street Greek (not the formal Greek used for
official legal matters). The Holy Bible is
translated into many languages, and being
translated into many more, so that every-
one may have an opportunity to hear the
Good News about Jesus Christ.*

Why was the World English Bible trans-
lated?
There are already many good transla-

tions of the Holy Bible into contemporary
English. Unfortunately, almost all of them
are restricted by copyright and copyright
holder policy. This restricts publication and
republication of God’s Word in many ways,
such as in downloadable files on the Inter-
net, use of extensive quotations in books,
etc. The World English Bible was commis-
sioned by God in response to prayer about
this subject.

Because the World English Bible is in
the Public Domain (not copyrighted), it can
be freely copied, distributed, and redis-
tributed without any payment of royalties.
You don’t even have to ask permission to
do so. You may publish the whole World
EnglishBible inbook form,bind it in leather
and sell it. Youmay incorporate it into your
Bible study software. You may make and
distribute audio recordings of it. You may
broadcast it. All you have to do is maintain
the integrity of God’sWord before God, and
reserve the name “World English Bible” for
faithful copies of this translation.

How was the World English Bible trans-
lated?
The World English Bible is an update

of the American Standard Version (ASV)
of the Holy Bible, published in 1901. A
custom computer program updated the ar-
chaic words and word forms to contempo-
rary equivalents, and then a team of vol-
unteers proofread and updated the gram-
mar. The New Testament was updated
in places to conform to the Byzantine Ma-
jority Text reconstruction of the original
Greek manuscripts, thus taking advantage
of the superior access to manuscripts that
we have now compared to when the origi-
nal ASVwas translated.

What is different about the World En-
glish Bible?
The style of the World English Bible,

while fairly literally translated, is in infor-
mal, spoken English. The World English
Bible is designed to sound good and be ac-
curate when read aloud. It is not formal in
its language, just as theoriginalGreekof the
New Testament was not formal. The WEB
uses contractions rather freely.
The World English Bible doesn’t capi-

talize pronouns pertaining to God. The
original manuscriptsmade no such distinc-
tion. Hebrew has no such thing as up-
per and lower case, and the original Greek
manuscripts were written in all upper case
letters. Attempting to add in such a distinc-
tion raises some difficulties in translating
dual-meaning Scriptures such as the coro-
nation psalms.
TheClassicWorldEnglishBible translates

God’s Proper Name in the Old Testament as
“Yahweh.” All other editions of the World
English Bible translate the same name as
“LORD” (all capital letters), or when used
with “Lord” (mixed case, translated from
“Adonai”), GOD. There are solid transla-
tional arguments for both traditions.

* : “Christ” means “Anointed One”.
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Because World English Bible uses the
Byzantine Majority Text (MT) as the pri-
mary basis for theNewTestament, youmay
notice the following differences in compar-
ing theWEB to other translations:
The order of Matthew 23:13 and 14 is
reversed in some translations.

Luke 17:36 and Acts 15:34, which are
not found in the majority of the Greek
Manuscripts (and are relegated to foot-
notes in the WEB) may be included in
some other translations.

Romans 14:24-26 in theWEBmay appear
as Romans 16:25-27 in other transla-
tions.

1 John 5:7-8 contains an addition in some
translations, including the KJV. Eras-
mus admitted adding this text to his
published Greek New Testament, even
though he could at first find no Greek
manuscript support for it, because he
was being pressured by men to do so,
and because he didn’t see any doctrinal
harm in it. Lots of things not written
by John in this letter are true, but we
decline to add them to what the Holy
Spirit inspired through John.

With all of the above and some other
places where lack of clarity in the original
manuscripts has led to multiple possible
readings, significant variants are listed in
footnotes. The reading that in ourprayerful
judgment is best is in the main text. Over-
all, the World English Bible doesn’t differ
very much from several other good con-
temporary English translations of the Holy
Bible. The message of Salvation through
Jesus Christ is still the same. The point of
this translationwas not to be very different
(except for legal status), but to update the
ASV for readability while retaining or im-
proving the accuracy of that well-respected
translation and retaining the public do-
main status of the ASV.

Does theWorld English Bible include the
Apocrypha?
The World English Bible is an ecumeni-

cal project that includes books included in
Bibles in many denominations. The main
66books of theOldandNewTestaments are
recognized as Scripture by all true Chris-
tians. There are also books considered to
be part of, depending on which book and
who you ask, Deuterocanon, Apocrypha,
and Pseudepigrapha.
The following books and parts of books

are recognized as Deuterocanonical Scrip-
tureby theRomanCatholic, Greek, andRus-
sian Orthodox Churches: Tobit, Judith, Es-
ther from the Greek Septuagint, TheWisdom
of Solomon, Ecclesiasticus (also called The

Wisdom of Jesus Son of Sirach), Baruch, The
Song of the Three Holy Children, Susanna,
and Bel and the Dragon, 1 Maccabees, 2
Maccabees. In this edition, The Letter of
Jeremiah is included as chapter 6 of Baruch.
Three of those books come from parts of
Daniel found in the Greek Septuagint, but
not the Hebrew Old Testament: The Song
of the Three Holy Children, Susanna, and Bel
and the Dragon. These three are included
in Daniel (Greek), in context, as they make
more sense that way.
The following books are recognized as

Deuterocanonical Scripture by the Greek
and Russian Orthodox Churches, but not
the Roman Catholic Church: 1 Esdras, The
Prayer of Manasseh, Psalm 151, and 3 Mac-
cabees. Note that 1 Esdras and the Prayer
of Manasseh are also in an appendix to the
Latin Vulgate Bible.
The Slavonic Bible includes 2 Esdras, but

calls it 3 Esdras. This same book is in the
Appendix to the Latin Vulgate as 4 Esdras.
An appendix to theGreek Septuagint con-

tains 4 Maccabees. It is included for its
historical value.
Among Christian denominations and

among individual Christians, opinions vary
widely on the Deuterocanon/ Apocrypha,
as do the collective names they give them.
Many regard them as useful in gaining
additional understanding of the Old and
New Testaments and the hand of God in
history, even if they don’t give them the
same status as the 66 books of the Old and
New Testaments. They are included here
in support of the churches and individuals
who read them and use them, as separate
from, but frequently used with, the core
canon of the 66 books of the Holy Bible.

What areMT, TR, and NU?
In the footnotes, MT refers to the Byzan-

tine Greek Majority Text New Testament,
which is usually in themain text. TR stands
forTextusReceptus,which is theGreekText
from which the King James Version New
Testament was translated. NU stands for
the Nestle-Aland/ UBS critical text of the
Greek New Testament, which is used as a
basis for some other Bible translations.

More Information
For answers to frequently asked ques-

tions about the World English Bible, please
visit our web site atWorldEnglish.Bible.
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The First Book ofMoses,
Commonly Called

Genesis
1 In the beginning, God* created the heav-

ens and the earth. 2The earth was formless
and empty. Darkness was on the surface of
thedeepandGod’s Spiritwashoveringover
the surface of the waters.

3God said, “Let there be light,” and there
was light. 4God saw the light, and saw that
it was good. God divided the light from the
darkness. 5 God called the light “day”, and
the darkness he called “night”. There was
evening and there was morning, the first
day.

6 God said, “Let there be an expanse in
the middle of the waters, and let it divide
the waters from the waters.” 7 God made
the expanse, and divided the waters which
were under the expanse from the waters
which were above the expanse; and it was
so. 8 God called the expanse “sky”. There
was evening and there was morning, a sec-
ond day.

9God said, “Let the waters under the sky
be gathered together to one place, and let
the dry land appear;” and it was so. 10God
called the dry land “earth”, and the gather-
ing together of the waters he called “seas”.
God saw that it was good. 11 God said,
“Let the earth yield grass, herbs yielding
seeds, and fruit trees bearing fruit after
their kind, with their seeds in it, on the
earth;” and it was so. 12 The earth yielded
grass, herbs yielding seed after their kind,
and trees bearing fruit, with their seeds in
it, after their kind; and God saw that it was
good. 13 There was evening and there was
morning, a third day.

14 God said, “Let there be lights in the
expanse of the sky to divide the day from
the night; and let them be for signs to mark
seasons, days, and years; 15 and let them be
for lights in the expanse of the sky to give
light on the earth;” and it was so. 16 God
made the two great lights: the greater light
to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule
the night. He also made the stars. 17 God
set them in the expanse of the sky to give
light to the earth, 18 and to rule over the
day and over the night, and to divide the
light from thedarkness. God saw that itwas
good. 19 There was evening and there was
morning, a fourth day.

20God said, “Let the waters abound with
living creatures, and let birds fly above the
earth in the openexpanse of the sky.” 21God
created the large sea creatures and every
living creature that moves, with which the
waters swarmed, after their kind, and ev-
erywinged bird after its kind. God saw that
itwasgood. 22Godblessed them, saying, “Be
fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters
in the seas, and let birds multiply on the
earth.” 23There was evening and there was
morning, a fifth day.

24God said, “Let the earth produce living
creatures after their kind, livestock, creep-
ing things, and animals of the earth after
their kind;” and it was so. 25 God made
the animals of the earth after their kind,
and the livestock after their kind, and ev-
erything that creeps on the ground after its
kind. God saw that it was good.

26Godsaid, “Let’smakeman inour image,
after our likeness. Let them have dominion
over the fish of the sea, and over the birds
of the sky, and over the livestock, and over
all the earth, and over every creeping thing
that creeps on the earth.” 27 God created
man in his own image. In God’s image he
created him; male and female he created
them. 28 God blessed them. God said to
them, “Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth,
and subdue it. Have dominion over the fish
of the sea, over thebirds of the sky, andover
every living thing thatmoves on the earth.”
29Godsaid, “Behold,† I havegivenyouevery
herb yielding seed, which is on the surface
of all the earth, and every tree, which bears
fruit yielding seed. Itwill be your food. 30To
every animal of the earth, and to every bird
of the sky, and to everything that creeps on
the earth, inwhich there is life, I have given
every green herb for food;” and it was so.

31God saw everything that he had made,
and, behold, it was very good. There was
evening and there was morning, a sixth
day.

2
1Theheavens, the earth, andall their vast

array were finished. 2 On the seventh day
God finished his work which he had done;
and he rested on the seventh day from all
his work which he had done. 3God blessed
the seventh day, and made it holy, because
he rested in it from all his work of creation
which he had done.

4 This is the history of the generations
of the heavens and of the earth when they
were created, in theday that theLORD*God

* 1:1 TheHebrewword rendered “God” is “” (Elohim). † 1:29 “Behold”, from “”, means look at, take notice, observe,

see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection. * 2:4 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD”
is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”, usually pronounced Yahweh).
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made the earth and the heavens. 5No plant
of the fieldwas yet in the earth, andnoherb
of the field had yet sprung up; for the LORD
God had not caused it to rain on the earth.
There was not a man to till the ground,
6 but a mist went up from the earth, and
watered the whole surface of the ground.
7The LORD God formed man from the dust
of theground, andbreathed intohisnostrils
the breath of life; and man became a living
soul. 8 The LORD God planted a garden
eastward, inEden, and thereheput theman
whom he had formed. 9Out of the ground
the LORDGodmade every tree to grow that
is pleasant to the sight, and good for food,
including the tree of life in the middle of
the garden and the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil. 10 A river went out of
Eden towater the garden; and from there it
was parted, and became the source of four
rivers. 11 The name of the first is Pishon:
it flows through the whole land of Havilah,
where there is gold; 12 and the gold of that
land is good. Bdellium† and onyx stone are
also there. 13 The name of the second river
is Gihon. It is the same river that flows
through the whole land of Cush. 14 The
name of the third river is Hiddekel. This
is the one which flows in front of Assyria.
The fourth river is the Euphrates. 15 The
LORD God took the man, and put him into
the garden of Eden to cultivate and keep
it. 16 The LORD God commanded the man,
saying, “You may freely eat of every tree of
the garden; 17 but you shall not eat of the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil; for
in the day that you eat of it, you will surely
die.”

18 The LORD God said, “It is not good
for the man to be alone. I will make him
a helper comparable to‡ him.” 19 Out of
the ground the LORD God formed every
animal of the field, and every bird of the
sky, and brought them to the man to see
what he would call them. Whatever the
man called every living creature became
its name. 20 The man gave names to all
livestock, and to the birds of the sky, and
to every animal of the field; but for man
there was not found a helper comparable
to him. 21 The LORD God caused the man
to fall into a deep sleep. As the man slept,
he took one of his ribs, and closed up the
flesh in its place. 22 The LORD God made
a woman from the rib which he had taken
from the man, and brought her to the man.
23 The man said, “This is now bone of my
bones, and flesh of my flesh. She will be
called ‘woman,’ because she was taken out
of Man.” 24 Therefore a man will leave his

father and his mother, and will join with
his wife, and they will be one flesh. 25 The
man and his wife were both naked, and
they were not ashamed.

3
1 Now the serpent was more subtle than

any animal of the fieldwhich the LORDGod
hadmade. He said to the woman, “Has God
really said, ‘You shall not eat of any tree of
the garden’?”

2 The woman said to the serpent, “We
may eat fruit from the trees of the garden,
3but not the fruit of the tree which is in the
middle of the garden. God has said, ‘You
shall not eat of it. You shall not touch it, lest
you die.’ ”

4 The serpent said to the woman, “You
won’t really die, 5 for God knows that in the
day you eat it, your eyes will be opened,
and youwill be like God, knowing good and
evil.”

6When the woman saw that the tree was
good for food, and that itwasadelight to the
eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to
make one wise, she took some of its fruit,
and ate. Then she gave some to her hus-
band with her, and he ate it, too. 7 Their
eyes were opened, and they both knew that
they were naked. They sewed fig leaves to-
gether, andmade coverings for themselves.
8They heard the LORD God’s voice walking
in the garden in the cool of the day, and the
man and his wife hid themselves from the
presence of the LORD God among the trees
of the garden.

9 The LORD God called to the man, and
said to him, “Where are you?”

10 The man said, “I heard your voice in
the garden, and I was afraid, because I was
naked; so I hid myself.”

11God said, “Who told you that you were
naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I
commanded you not to eat from?”

12 The man said, “The woman whom you
gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from
the tree, and I ate it.”

13 The LORD God said to the woman,
“What have you done?”
The woman said, “The serpent deceived

me, and I ate.”
14The LORD God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this,
you are cursed above all livestock,
and above every animal of the field.

You shall go on your belly
and you shall eat dust all the days of
your life.

15 I will put hostility between you and the
woman,

† 2:12 or, aromatic resin ‡ 2:18 or, suitable for, or appropriate for.
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and between your offspring and her
offspring.

He will bruise your head,
and youwill bruise his heel.”

16To the woman he said,
“I will greatly multiply your pain in child-

birth.
You will bear children in pain.

Your desire will be for your husband,
and he will rule over you.”

17To Adam he said,
“Because you have listened to your wife’s

voice,
and have eaten from the tree,
aboutwhich I commanded you, saying,

‘You shall not eat of it,’
the ground is cursed for your sake.

You will eat from it with much labor all the
days of your life.

18 Itwill yield thorns and thistles to you;
and youwill eat the herb of the field.

19 You will eat bread by the sweat of your
face until you return to the ground,

for you were taken out of it.
For you are dust,

and you shall return to dust.”
20 The man called his wife Eve because

she would be the mother of all the living.
21The LORD God made garments of animal
skins forAdamand forhiswife, and clothed
them.

22 The LORD God said, “Behold, the man
has become like one of us, knowing good
and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand,
and also take of the tree of life, and eat, and
live forever—” 23 Therefore the LORD God
sent him out from the garden of Eden, to
till the ground from which he was taken.
24 So he drove out the man; and he placed
cherubim*at the east of the gardenof Eden,
and a flaming sword which turned every
way, to guard the way to the tree of life.

4
1 The man knew* Eve his wife. She con-

ceived,† and gave birth to Cain, and said, “I
have gotten a man with the LORD’s help.”
2 Again she gave birth, to Cain’s brother
Abel. Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain
was a tiller of the ground. 3As time passed,
Cain brought an offering to the LORD from
the fruit of the ground. 4Abel also brought
some of the firstborn of his flock and of
its fat. The LORD respected Abel and his
offering, 5 but he didn’t respect Cain and
his offering. Cain was very angry, and the
expression on his face fell. 6The LORD said
to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why has the
expression of your face fallen? 7 If you do

well, won’t it be lifted up? If you don’t do
well, sin crouches at the door. Its desire is
for you, but you are to rule over it.” 8 Cain
said to Abel, his brother, “Let’s go into the
field.” While they were in the field, Cain
rose up against Abel, his brother, and killed
him.

9 The LORD said to Cain, “Where is Abel,
your brother?”
He said, “I don’t know. Am Imy brother’s

keeper?”
10 The LORD said, “What have you done?

The voice of your brother’s blood cries to
me from the ground. 11Now you are cursed
becauseof theground,whichhasopened its
mouth to receive your brother’s blood from
your hand. 12 From now on, when you till
the ground, itwon’t yield its strength to you.
Youwill be a fugitive and awanderer in the
earth.”

13Cain said to the LORD, “Mypunishment
is greater than I can bear. 14 Behold, you
have driven me out today from the surface
of the ground. I will be hidden from your
face, and Iwill be a fugitive and awanderer
in theearth. Whoeverfindsmewill killme.”

15The LORD said to him, “Thereforewho-
ever slays Cain, vengeance will be taken on
him sevenfold.” The LORD appointed a sign
for Cain, so that anyone finding him would
not strike him.

16Cain left theLORD’s presence, and lived
in the land of Nod, east of Eden. 17 Cain
knew his wife. She conceived, and gave
birth to Enoch. He built a city, and named
the city after the name of his son, Enoch.
18 Irad was born to Enoch. Irad became the
father of Mehujael. Mehujael became the
father of Methushael. Methushael became
the father of Lamech. 19 Lamech took two
wives: the name of the first one was Adah,
and the name of the second one was Zillah.
20 Adah gave birth to Jabal, who was the
father of those who dwell in tents and have
livestock. 21His brother’s name was Jubal,
who was the father of all who handle the
harp and pipe. 22 Zillah also gave birth
to Tubal Cain, the forger of every cutting
instrumentofbronzeand iron. TubalCain’s
sister was Naamah. 23 Lamech said to his
wives,
“Adah and Zillah, hear my voice.

You wives of Lamech, listen to my
speech,

for I have slain aman for woundingme,
a youngman for bruisingme.

24 If Cain will be avenged seven times,
truly Lamech seventy-seven times.”

* 3:24 cherubim are powerful angelic creatures, messengers of God with wings. See Ezekiel 10. * 4:1 or, lay with,
or, had relations with † 4:1 or, became pregnant
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25 Adam knew his wife again. She gave
birth to a son, and named him Seth, saying,
“forGodhas givenmeanother child instead
of Abel, for Cain killed him.” 26 A son was
also born to Seth, and he namedhimEnosh.
At that timemenbegan to call on theLORD’s
name.

5
1 This is the book of the generations of

Adam. In the day that God created man, he
made him in God’s likeness. 2 He created
them male and female, and blessed them.
On the day they were created, he named
them Adam.* 3 Adam lived one hundred
thirty years, and became the father of a son
in his own likeness, after his image, and
named him Seth. 4 The days of Adam after
he became the father of Seth were eight
hundred years, andhe became the father of
other sons anddaughters. 5All thedays that
Adamlivedwereninehundred thirtyyears,
then he died.

6 Seth lived one hundred five years, then
became the father of Enosh. 7 Seth lived
after he became the father of Enosh eight
hundred seven years, and became the fa-
ther of other sons and daughters. 8 All of
the days of Seth were nine hundred twelve
years, then he died.

9 Enosh lived ninety years, and became
the father of Kenan. 10 Enosh lived after
he became the father of Kenan eight hun-
dredfifteen years, andbecame the father of
other sons and daughters. 11All of the days
of Enosh were nine hundred five years,
then he died.

12 Kenan lived seventy years, then be-
came the fatherofMahalalel. 13Kenan lived
after he became the father of Mahalalel
eight hundred forty years, and became the
father of other sons anddaughters 14andall
of the days of Kenanwere nine hundred ten
years, then he died.

15 Mahalalel lived sixty-five years, then
became the father of Jared. 16 Mahalalel
lived after he became the father of Jared
eight hundred thirty years, and became the
father of other sons and daughters. 17All of
the days of Mahalalel were eight hundred
ninety-five years, then he died.

18 Jared lived one hundred sixty-two
years, then became the father of Enoch.
19 Jared lived after he became the father of
Enocheighthundredyears, andbecame the
father of other sons and daughters. 20All of
the days of Jared were nine hundred sixty-
two years, then he died.

21 Enoch lived sixty-five years, then be-
came the father of Methuselah. 22 After
Methuselah’s birth, EnochwalkedwithGod
for three hundred years, and became the
father of more sons and daughters. 23 All
thedaysofEnochwere threehundredsixty-
five years. 24 Enoch walked with God, and
he was not found, for God took him.

25Methuselah lived one hundred eighty-
seven years, then became the father of
Lamech. 26 Methuselah lived after he be-
came the father of Lamech seven hundred
eighty-two years, and became the father of
other sons and daughters. 27All the days of
Methuselah were nine hundred sixty-nine
years, then he died.

28 Lamech lived one hundred eighty-two
years, thenbecame the father of a son. 29He
named him Noah, saying, “This one will
comfort us in our work and in the toil of
our hands, caused by the ground which the
LORD has cursed.” 30 Lamech lived after
he became the father of Noah five hundred
ninety-five years, and became the father of
other sons and daughters. 31 All the days
of Lamech were seven hundred seventy-
seven years, then he died.

32Noah was five hundred years old, then
Noah became the father of Shem, Ham, and
Japheth.

6
1 When men began to multiply on the

surface of the ground, and daughters were
born to them, 2 God’s sons saw that men’s
daughters were beautiful, and they took
any that they wanted for themselves as
wives. 3 The LORD said, “My Spirit will not
strive with man forever, because he also
is flesh; so his days will be one hundred
twenty years.” 4 The Nephilim* were in
the earth in those days, and also after that,
when God’s sons came in to men’s daugh-
ters and had children with them. Those
were themightymenwhowere of old, men
of renown.

5 The LORD saw that the wickedness of
man was great in the earth, and that every
imagination of the thoughts of man’s heart
was continually only evil. 6 The LORD was
sorry that he had made man on the earth,
and it grieved him in his heart. 7The LORD
said, “I will destroy man whom I have cre-
ated from the surface of the ground—man,
along with animals, creeping things, and
birds of the sky—for I am sorry that I have
made them.” 8But Noah found favor in the
LORD’s eyes.

* 5:2 “Adam” and “Man” are spelled with the exact same consonants in Hebrew, so this can be correctly translated
either way. * 6:4 or, giants
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9 This is the history of the generations of
Noah: Noah was a righteous man, blame-
less among the people of his time. Noah
walked with God. 10 Noah became the fa-
therof three sons: Shem,Ham, and Japheth.
11 The earth was corrupt before God, and
the earth was filled with violence. 12 God
saw the earth, and saw that it was corrupt,
for all flesh had corrupted their way on the
earth.

13God said toNoah, “Iwill bring an end to
all flesh, for the earth is filled with violence
through them. Behold, I will destroy them
and the earth. 14 Make a ship of gopher
wood. You shall make rooms in the ship,
and shall seal it inside and outside with
pitch. 15 This is how you shall make it. The
length of the ship shall be three hundred
cubits,† its width fifty cubits, and its height
thirty cubits. 16You shall make a roof in the
ship, and you shall finish it to a cubit up-
ward. You shall set the door of the ship in its
side. You shall make it with lower, second,
and third levels. 17 I, even I, will bring the
flood of waters on this earth, to destroy all
flesh having the breath of life from under
the sky. Everything that is in the earth will
die. 18But I will establishmy covenant with
you. You shall come into the ship, you, your
sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives with
you. 19 Of every living thing of all flesh,
you shall bring two of every sort into the
ship, to keep them alive with you. They
shall be male and female. 20 Of the birds
after their kind, of the livestock after their
kind, of every creeping thing of the ground
after its kind, two of every sort will come to
you, to keep them alive. 21 Take with you
some of all food that is eaten, and gather it
to yourself; and it will be for food for you,
and for them.” 22Thus Noah did. He did all
that God commanded him.

7
1 The LORD said to Noah, “Come with all

of your household into the ship, for I have
seen your righteousness before me in this
generation. 2 You shall take seven pairs
of every clean animal with you, the male
and his female. Of the animals that are not
clean, take two, the male and his female.
3 Also of the birds of the sky, seven and
seven, male and female, to keep seed alive
on the surface of all the earth. 4 In seven
days, I will cause it to rain on the earth for
forty days and forty nights. I will destroy
every living thing that I havemade from the
surface of the ground.”

5Noahdid everything that theLORDcom-
manded him.

6 Noah was six hundred years old when
the flood of waters came on the earth.
7 Noah went into the ship with his sons,
his wife, and his sons’ wives, because of
the floodwaters. 8 Clean animals, unclean
animals, birds, and everything that creeps
on the ground 9went by pairs to Noah into
the ship, male and female, as God com-
manded Noah. 10 After the seven days, the
floodwaters came on the earth. 11 In the
six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the
second month, on the seventeenth day of
the month, on that day all the fountains of
the great deep burst open, and the sky’s
windows opened. 12 It rained on the earth
forty days and forty nights.

13 In the same day Noah, and Shem, Ham,
and Japheth—the sons of Noah—and Noah’s
wife and the three wives of his sons with
them, entered into the ship— 14 they, and
every animal after its kind, all the livestock
after their kind, every creeping thing that
creeps on the earth after its kind, and every
bird after its kind, every bird of every sort.
15Pairs from all flesh with the breath of life
in themwent into the ship toNoah. 16Those
who went in, went in male and female of
all flesh, as God commanded him; then the
LORD shut him in. 17 The flood was forty
days on the earth. The waters increased,
and lifted up the ship, and it was lifted up
above the earth. 18 The waters rose, and
increased greatly on the earth; and the ship
floated on the surface of the waters. 19 The
waters rose very high on the earth. All
the high mountains that were under the
whole skywere covered. 20Thewaters rose
fifteen cubits* higher, and the mountains
were covered. 21 All flesh died that moved
on the earth, including birds, livestock, an-
imals, every creeping thing that creeps on
the earth, and every man. 22All on the dry
land, in whose nostrils was the breath of
the spirit of life, died. 23 Every living thing
wasdestroyed thatwason the surfaceof the
ground, including man, livestock, creeping
things, and birds of the sky. They were
destroyed from the earth. Only Noah was
left, and those who were with him in the
ship. 24 The waters flooded the earth one
hundred fifty days.

8
1God remembered Noah, all the animals,

and all the livestock that were with him in
the ship; and Godmade awind to pass over

† 6:15 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters. * 7:20 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18
inches or 46 centimeters.
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the earth. Thewaters subsided. 2Thedeep’s
fountains and the sky’s windows were also
stopped, and the rain from the sky was re-
strained. 3 The waters continually receded
from the earth. After the end of one hun-
dred fifty days the waters receded. 4 The
ship rested in the seventh month, on the
seventeenth day of the month, on Ararat’s
mountains. 5 The waters receded contin-
ually until the tenth month. In the tenth
month, on the first day of the month, the
tops of themountains were visible.

6 At the end of forty days, Noah opened
thewindow of the shipwhich he hadmade,
7 and he sent out a raven. It went back
and forth, until the waters were dried up
from the earth. 8He himself sent out a dove
to see if the waters were abated from the
surface of the ground, 9 but the dove found
no place to rest her foot, and she returned
into the ship to him, for the waters were on
the surface of the whole earth. He put out
his hand, and took her, and brought her to
him into the ship. 10He waited yet another
seven days; and again he sent the dove out
of the ship. 11 The dove came back to him
at evening and, behold, in her mouth was
a freshly plucked olive leaf. So Noah knew
that thewaterswere abated from the earth.
12 He waited yet another seven days, and
sent out the dove; and she didn’t return to
him anymore.

13 In the six hundred first year, in the first
month, the first day of the month, the wa-
ters were dried up from the earth. Noah re-
moved the covering of the ship, and looked.
He saw that the surface of the ground was
dry. 14 In the second month, on the twenty-
seventh day of the month, the earth was
dry.

15 God spoke to Noah, saying, 16 “Go out
of the ship, you, your wife, your sons, and
your sons’wiveswith you. 17Bring outwith
you every living thing that is with you of all
flesh, including birds, livestock, and every
creeping thing that creeps on the earth, that
they may breed abundantly in the earth,
and be fruitful, andmultiply on the earth.”

18Noah went out, with his sons, his wife,
and his sons’ wives with him. 19 Every ani-
mal, every creeping thing, and every bird,
whatever moves on the earth, after their
families, went out of the ship.

20 Noah built an altar to the LORD, and
took of every clean animal, and of every
clean bird, and offered burnt offerings on
the altar. 21 The LORD smelled the pleas-
ant aroma. The LORD said in his heart, “I
will not again curse the ground any more
for man’s sake because the imagination of
man’s heart is evil from his youth. I will
never again strike every living thing, as I

have done. 22While the earth remains, seed
time and harvest, and cold and heat, and
summer and winter, and day and night will
not cease.”

9
1God blessed Noah and his sons, and said

to them, “Be fruitful, multiply, and replen-
ish theearth. 2The fearofyouand thedread
of you will be on every animal of the earth,
and on every bird of the sky. Everything
that moves along the ground, and all the
fishof the sea, are delivered into yourhand.
3Every moving thing that lives will be food
for you. As I gave you the greenherb, I have
given everything to you. 4 But flesh with
its life, that is, its blood, you shall not eat.
5 I will surely require accounting for your
life’s blood. At the hand of every animal I
will require it. At the hand of man, even
at the hand of every man’s brother, I will
require the life of man. 6 Whoever sheds
man’s blood, his bloodwill be shed byman,
for God made man in his own image. 7 Be
fruitful and multiply. Increase abundantly
in the earth, andmultiply in it.”

8God spoke to Noah and to his sons with
him, saying, 9 “As for me, behold, I estab-
lish my covenant with you, and with your
offspring after you, 10andwith every living
creature that is with you: the birds, the
livestock, and every animal of the earth
with you, of all that go out of the ship, even
every animal of the earth. 11 I will establish
my covenant with you: All flesh will not be
cut off any more by the waters of the flood.
There will never again be a flood to destroy
the earth.” 12God said, “This is the token of
the covenantwhich Imakebetweenmeand
you and every living creature that is with
you, for perpetual generations: 13 I set my
rainbow in the cloud, and it will be a sign
of a covenant between me and the earth.
14When I bring a cloud over the earth, that
the rainbow will be seen in the cloud, 15 I
will remember my covenant, which is be-
tweenmeandyouandevery livingcreature
of all flesh, and the waters will no more
become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16 The
rainbow will be in the cloud. I will look
at it, that I may remember the everlast-
ing covenant between God and every living
creature of all flesh that is on the earth.”
17God said to Noah, “This is the token of the
covenantwhich I have establishedbetween
me and all flesh that is on the earth.”

18 The sons of Noah who went out from
the ship were Shem, Ham, and Japheth.
Ham is the father of Canaan. 19These three
were the sons of Noah, and from these the
whole earth was populated.
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20Noah began to be a farmer, and planted
a vineyard. 21 He drank of the wine and
got drunk. He was uncovered within his
tent. 22 Ham, the father of Canaan, saw
the nakedness of his father, and told his
two brothers outside. 23 Shem and Japheth
took a garment, and laid it on both their
shoulders, went in backwards, and covered
the nakedness of their father. Their faces
were backwards, and they didn’t see their
father’s nakedness. 24Noah awoke fromhis
wine, and knewwhat his youngest son had
done to him. 25He said,
“Canaan is cursed.

He will be a servant of servants to his
brothers.”

26He said,
“Blessed be the LORD, the God of Shem.

Let Canaan be his servant.
27May God enlarge Japheth.

Let him dwell in the tents of Shem.
Let Canaan be his servant.”

28 Noah lived three hundred fifty years
after the flood. 29All the days of Noah were
nine hundred fifty years, and then he died.

10
1Nowthis is thehistoryof thegenerations

of the sons of Noah and of Shem, Ham, and
Japheth. Sons were born to them after the
flood.

2 The sons of Japheth were: Gomer, Ma-
gog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and
Tiras. 3 The sons of Gomer were: Ashke-
naz, Riphath, and Togarmah. 4 The sons of
Javan were: Elishah, Tarshish, Kittim, and
Dodanim. 5 Of these were the islands of
the nations divided in their lands, everyone
after his language, after their families, in
their nations.

6 The sons of Ham were: Cush, Mizraim,
Put, and Canaan. 7 The sons of Cush
were: Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, and
Sabteca. The sons of Raamah were: Sheba
and Dedan. 8 Cush became the father of
Nimrod. He began to be a mighty one in
the earth. 9 He was a mighty hunter be-
fore the LORD. Therefore it is said, “like
Nimrod, amighty hunter before the LORD”.
10The beginning of his kingdomwas Babel,
Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in the land of
Shinar. 11 Out of that land he went into
Assyria, and built Nineveh, Rehoboth Ir,
Calah, 12 and Resen between Nineveh and
the great city Calah. 13 Mizraim became
the father of Ludim, Anamim, Lehabim,
Naphtuhim, 14Pathrusim, Casluhim (which
the Philistines descended from), and Caph-
torim.

15 Canaan became the father of Sidon
(his firstborn), Heth, 16 the Jebusites, the
Amorites, the Girgashites, 17 theHivites, the
Arkites, the Sinites, 18 the Arvadites, the
Zemarites, and the Hamathites. Afterward
the families of the Canaanites were spread
abroad. 19Theborderof theCanaaniteswas
from Sidon—as you go toward Gerar—to
Gaza—as you go toward Sodom, Gomorrah,
Admah, and Zeboiim—to Lasha. 20 These
are the sons of Ham, after their families,
according to their languages, in their lands
and their nations.

21 Children were also born to Shem (the
elder brother of Japheth), the father of all
the children of Eber. 22 The sons of Shem
were: Elam, Asshur, Arpachshad, Lud, and
Aram. 23 The sons of Aram were: Uz, Hul,
Gether, and Mash. 24 Arpachshad became
the father of Shelah. Shelah became the
father of Eber. 25 To Eber were born two
sons. The name of the one was Peleg, for
in his days the earth was divided. His
brother’s name was Joktan. 26 Joktan be-
came the father of Almodad, Sheleph, Haz-
armaveth, Jerah, 27Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah,
28 Obal, Abimael, Sheba, 29 Ophir, Havilah,
and Jobab. All thesewere the sonsof Joktan.
30 Their dwelling extended from Mesha, as
you go toward Sephar, the mountain of the
east. 31 These are the sons of Shem, by
their families, according to their languages,
lands, and nations.

32 These are the families of the sons of
Noah, by their generations, according to
their nations. The nations divided from
these in the earth after the flood.

11
1 The whole earth was of one language

and of one speech. 2As they traveled east,*
they found a plain in the land of Shinar, and
they lived there. 3They said to one another,
“Come, let’s make bricks, and burn them
thoroughly.” They had brick for stone,
and they used tar for mortar. 4 They said,
“Come, let’s build ourselves a city, and a
tower whose top reaches to the sky, and
let’s make a name for ourselves, lest we
be scattered abroad on the surface of the
whole earth.”

5 The LORD came down to see the city
and the tower, which the children of men
built. 6 The LORD said, “Behold, they are
one people, and they all have one language,
and this is what they begin to do. Now
nothing will be withheld from them, which
they intend to do. 7Come, let’s go down, and
there confuse their language, that theymay
not understand one another’s speech.” 8 So

* 11:2 LXX reads “from the east”.
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theLORDscattered themabroad fromthere
on the surface of all the earth. They stopped
building the city. 9 Therefore its name was
called Babel, because there the LORD con-
fused the language of all the earth. From
there, the LORD scattered them abroad on
the surface of all the earth.

10 This is the history of the generations
of Shem: Shem was one hundred years old
when he became the father of Arpachshad
two years after the flood. 11 Shem lived five
hundredyearsafterhebecame the fatherof
Arpachshad, andbecamethe fatherofmore
sons and daughters.

12Arpachshad lived thirty-five years and
became the father of Shelah. 13Arpachshad
lived four hundred three years after he be-
came the father of Shelah, and became the
father of more sons and daughters.

14 Shelah lived thirty years, and became
the father of Eber. 15 Shelah lived four
hundred three years after he became the
father of Eber, and became the father of
more sons and daughters.

16 Eber lived thirty-four years, and be-
came the father of Peleg. 17 Eber lived four
hundred thirty years after he became the
father of Peleg, and became the father of
more sons and daughters.

18Peleg lived thirtyyears, andbecame the
father of Reu. 19 Peleg lived two hundred
nine years after he became the father of
Reu, and became the father of more sons
and daughters.

20Reu lived thirty-two years, and became
the father of Serug. 21 Reu lived two hun-
dred sevenyears after hebecame the father
of Serug, and became the father of more
sons and daughters.

22 Serug lived thirty years, and became
the father of Nahor. 23 Serug lived two
hundredyearsafterhebecame the fatherof
Nahor, and became the father of more sons
and daughters.

24Nahor lived twenty-nine years, and be-
came the father of Terah. 25Nahor lived one
hundred nineteen years after he became
the father of Terah, and became the father
of more sons and daughters.

26Terah lived seventy years, and became
the father of Abram, Nahor, and Haran.

27 Now this is the history of the genera-
tions of Terah. Terah became the father of
Abram, Nahor, and Haran. Haran became
the father of Lot. 28Haran died in the land
of his birth, in Ur of the Chaldees, while his
father Terah was still alive. 29 Abram and
Nahormarriedwives. ThenameofAbram’s
wife was Sarai, and the name of Nahor’s

wife was Milcah, the daughter of Haran,
who was also the father of Iscah. 30 Sarai
was barren. She had no child. 31Terah took
Abram his son, Lot the son of Haran, his
son’s son, and Sarai his daughter-in-law, his
son Abram’s wife. They went from Ur of
the Chaldees, to go into the land of Canaan.
They came to Haran and lived there. 32The
days of Terahwere two hundred five years.
Terah died in Haran.

12
1 Now the LORD said to Abram, “Leave

your country, and your relatives, and your
father’s house, and go to the land that I
will show you. 2 I will make of you a great
nation. I will bless you and make your
name great. You will be a blessing. 3 I will
bless those who bless you, and I will curse
him who treats you with contempt. All the
families of the earthwill beblessed through
you.”

4 So Abram went, as the LORD had told
him. Lot went with him. Abram was
seventy-five years old when he departed
from Haran. 5 Abram took Sarai his wife,
Lot his brother’s son, all their possessions
that they had gathered, and the people
whom they had acquired in Haran, and
they went to go into the land of Canaan.
They entered into the land of Canaan.
6 Abram passed through the land to the
place of Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At
that time, Canaanites were in the land.

7The LORD appeared to Abram and said,
“I will give this land to your offspring.”*
He built an altar there to the LORD, who

had appeared to him. 8He left from there to
go to themountain on the east of Bethel and
pitched his tent, having Bethel on the west,
andAi on the east. There he built an altar to
the LORD† and called on the LORD’s name.
9Abram traveled, still going on toward the
South.

10There was a famine in the land. Abram
went down into Egypt to live as a foreigner
there, for the faminewas severe in the land.
11When he had come near to enter Egypt,
he said to Sarai his wife, “See now, I know
that you are a beautiful woman to look at.
12 It will happen that when the Egyptians
see you, theywill say, ‘This is hiswife.’ They
will kill me, but they will save you alive.
13 Please say that you are my sister, that it
may bewell withme for your sake, and that
my soul may live because of you.”

14 When Abram had come into Egypt,
Egyptians saw that the woman was very
beautiful. 15 The princes of Pharaoh saw

* 12:7 or, seed † 12:8 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as
being from the short form יה Yah.
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her, and praised her to Pharaoh; and the
woman was taken into Pharaoh’s house.
16 He dealt well with Abram for her sake.
He had sheep, cattle, male donkeys, male
servants, female servants, female donkeys,
and camels. 17 The LORD afflicted Pharaoh
and his house with great plagues because
of Sarai, Abram’s wife. 18 Pharaoh called
Abramand said, “What is this that youhave
done tome? Whydidn’t you tellme that she
was your wife? 19Why did you say, ‘She is
my sister,’ so that I took her to be my wife?
Now therefore, see your wife, take her, and
go your way.”

20 Pharaoh commanded men concerning
him, and they escorted him away with his
wife and all that he had.

13
1 Abram went up out of Egypt—he, his

wife, all that he had, and Lot with him—
into the South. 2 Abram was very rich
in livestock, in silver, and in gold. 3 He
went on his journeys from the South as
far as Bethel, to the place where his tent
had been at the beginning, between Bethel
and Ai, 4 to the place of the altar, which he
had made there at the first. There Abram
called on the LORD’s name. 5 Lot also,
who went with Abram, had flocks, herds,
and tents. 6 The land was not able to bear
them, that they might live together; for
their possessions were so great that they
couldn’t live together. 7 There was strife
between theherdsmenofAbram’s livestock
and the herdsmen of Lot’s livestock. The
Canaanites and the Perizzites lived in the
land at that time. 8 Abram said to Lot,
“Please, let there be no strife between you
and me, and between your herdsmen and
my herdsmen; for we are relatives. 9 Isn’t
the whole land before you? Please separate
yourself fromme. If you go to the left hand,
then I will go to the right. Or if you go to the
right hand, then I will go to the left.”

10 Lot lifted up his eyes, and saw all the
plain of the Jordan, that itwaswell-watered
everywhere, before the LORD destroyed
Sodom and Gomorrah, like the garden of
the LORD, like the land of Egypt, as you
go to Zoar. 11 So Lot chose the Plain of
the Jordan for himself. Lot traveled east,
and they separated themselves from one
other. 12Abram lived in the land of Canaan,
and Lot lived in the cities of the plain, and
moved his tent as far as Sodom. 13 Now
themenof Sodomwere exceedinglywicked
and sinners against the LORD.

14 The LORD said to Abram, after Lot
was separated from him, “Now, lift up your
eyes, and look from the place where you

are, northward and southward and east-
ward andwestward, 15 for I will give all the
land which you see to you and to your off-
spring forever. 16 I will make your offspring
as the dust of the earth, so that if a man
can count the dust of the earth, then your
offspring may also be counted. 17 Arise,
walk through the land in its length and in
its width; for I will give it to you.”

18 Abram moved his tent, and came and
livedby theoaksofMamre,whichare inHe-
bron, and built an altar there to the LORD.

14
1 In the days of Amraphel, king of Shi-

nar; Arioch, king of Ellasar; Chedorlaomer,
king of Elam; and Tidal, king of Goiim,
2 they made war with Bera, king of Sodom;
Birsha, king of Gomorrah; Shinab, king of
Admah; Shemeber, king of Zeboiim; and
the king of Bela (also called Zoar). 3 All
these joined together in thevalley of Siddim
(also called the Salt Sea). 4 They served
Chedorlaomer for twelve years, and in the
thirteenth year they rebelled. 5 In the four-
teenth year Chedorlaomer and the kings
who were with him came and struck the
Rephaim in Ashteroth Karnaim, the Zuzim
in Ham, the Emim in Shaveh Kiriathaim,
6 and the Horites in their Mount Seir, to El
Paran, which is by the wilderness. 7 They
returned, and came to En Mishpat (also
called Kadesh), and struck all the country
of the Amalekites, and also the Amorites,
that lived in Hazazon Tamar. 8 The king
of Sodom, and the king of Gomorrah, the
king of Admah, the king of Zeboiim, and the
king of Bela (also called Zoar)went out; and
they set the battle in array against them in
thevalleyof Siddim 9against Chedorlaomer
king of Elam, Tidal king of Goiim, Amraphel
king of Shinar, and Arioch king of Ellasar;
fourkingsagainst thefive. 10Nowthevalley
of Siddim was full of tar pits; and the kings
of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, and some fell
there. Thosewho remained fled to the hills.
11They took all the goods of Sodom and Go-
morrah, and all their food, and went their
way. 12 They took Lot, Abram’s brother’s
son,who lived in Sodom, andhis goods, and
departed.

13 One who had escaped came and told
Abram, the Hebrew. At that time, he lived
by the oaks of Mamre, the Amorite, brother
of Eshcol and brother of Aner. They were
allies of Abram. 14When Abram heard that
his relativewas taken captive, he led out his
three hundred eighteen trained men, born
in his house, and pursued as far as Dan.
15Hedividedhimself against thembynight,
he and his servants, and struck them, and
pursued them to Hobah, which is on the
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left hand of Damascus. 16He brought back
all the goods, and also brought back his
relative Lot and his goods, and the women
also, and the other people.

17 The king of Sodom went out to meet
him after his return from the slaughter of
Chedorlaomerand thekingswhowerewith
him, at the valley of Shaveh (that is, the
King’s Valley). 18Melchizedek king of Salem
brought out bread and wine. He was priest
of God Most High. 19 He blessed him, and
said, “Blessed be Abram of God Most High,
possessor of heaven and earth. 20 Blessed
be God Most High, who has delivered your
enemies into your hand.”
Abram gave him a tenth of all.
21The king of Sodomsaid toAbram, “Give

me the people, and take the goods for your-
self.”

22 Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I
have lifted up my hand to the LORD, God
Most High, possessor of heaven and earth,
23 that I will not take a thread nor a sandal
strap nor anything that is yours, lest you
should say, ‘I have made Abram rich.’ 24 I
will accept nothing from you except that
which the young men have eaten, and the
portion of the men who went with me:
Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre. Let them take
their portion.”

15
1After these things theLORD’swordcame

to Abram in a vision, saying, “Don’t be
afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your ex-
ceedingly great reward.”

2Abram said, “Lord* GOD, what will you
giveme, since I go childless, andhewhowill
inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?”
3 Abram said, “Behold, you have given no
children tome: and, behold, oneborn inmy
house is my heir.”

4 Behold, the LORD’s word came to him,
saying, “This man will not be your heir, but
hewhowill come out of your ownbodywill
be your heir.” 5The LORD brought him out-
side, and said, “Look now toward the sky,
and count the stars, if you are able to count
them.” He said toAbram, “So your offspring
will be.” 6 He believed in the LORD, who
credited it to him for righteousness. 7 He
said toAbram, “I am the LORDwhobrought
you out of Ur of the Chaldees, to give you
this land to inherit it.”

8Hesaid, “LordGOD,howwill I know that
I will inherit it?”

9He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three
years old, a female goat three years old,
a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a
young pigeon.” 10He brought him all these,

and divided them in the middle, and laid
each half opposite the other; but he didn’t
divide the birds. 11 The birds of prey came
down on the carcasses, and Abram drove
them away.

12When the sun was going down, a deep
sleep fell on Abram. Now terror and great
darkness fell on him. 13He said to Abram,
“Know for sure that your offspring will live
as foreigners in a land that is not theirs,
and will serve them. They will afflict them
four hundred years. 14 I will also judge that
nation, whom they will serve. Afterward
they will come out with great wealth; 15but
youwill go toyour fathers inpeace. Youwill
be buried at a good old age. 16 In the fourth
generation they will come here again, for
the iniquity of the Amorite is not yet full.”
17 It came to pass that, when the sun went
down, and it was dark, behold, a smok-
ing furnace and a flaming torch passed be-
tween these pieces. 18 In that day the LORD
made a covenant with Abram, saying, “I
have given this land to your offspring, from
the river of Egypt to the great river, the river
Euphrates: 19 the land of the Kenites, the
Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, 20 the Hittites,
thePerizzites, theRephaim, 21 theAmorites,
the Canaanites, the Girgashites, and the Je-
busites.”

16
1 Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, bore him no

children. She had a servant, an Egyptian,
whose name was Hagar. 2 Sarai said to
Abram, “See now, the LORD has restrained
me from bearing. Please go in to my ser-
vant. Itmaybe that Iwill obtain childrenby
her.” Abram listened to the voice of Sarai.
3 Sarai, Abram’s wife, took Hagar the Egyp-
tian, her servant, after Abram had lived
ten years in the land of Canaan, and gave
her to Abram her husband to be his wife.
4 He went in to Hagar, and she conceived.
When she saw that she had conceived, her
mistress was despised in her eyes. 5 Sarai
said to Abram, “This wrong is your fault.
I gave my servant into your bosom, and
when she saw that she had conceived, she
despised me. May the LORD judge between
me and you.”

6 But Abram said to Sarai, “Behold, your
maid is in your hand. Do to her whatever is
good in your eyes.” Sarai dealt harshlywith
her, and she fled from her face.

7 The LORD’s angel found her by a foun-
tain ofwater in thewilderness, by the foun-
tain on the way to Shur. 8He said, “Hagar,
Sarai’s servant, where did you come from?
Where are you going?”

* 15:2 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai”.
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She said, “I amfleeing from the face ofmy
mistress Sarai.”

9The LORD’s angel said to her, “Return to
your mistress, and submit yourself under
her hands.” 10 The LORD’s angel said to
her, “I will greatly multiply your offspring,
that theywill not be counted formultitude.”
11 The LORD’s angel said to her, “Behold,
you are with child, and will bear a son. You
shall call his name Ishmael, because the
LORD has heard your affliction. 12He will
be like awild donkey amongmen. His hand
will be against everyman, and everyman’s
hand against him. He will live opposed to
all of his brothers.”

13 She called the name of the LORD who
spoke to her, “You are a God who sees,” for
she said, “Have I even stayed alive after
seeing him?” 14 Therefore the well was
calledBeerLahaiRoi.* Behold, it is between
Kadesh and Bered.

15 Hagar bore a son for Abram. Abram
called the name of his son, whom Ha-
gar bore, Ishmael. 16 Abram was eighty-
six years old when Hagar bore Ishmael to
Abram.

17
1WhenAbramwasninety-nine years old,

the LORD appeared to Abram and said to
him, “I am God Almighty. Walk before me
andbeblameless. 2 Iwillmakemycovenant
betweenme and you, andwill multiply you
exceedingly.”

3 Abram fell on his face. God talked
with him, saying, 4 “As for me, behold, my
covenant is with you. Youwill be the father
of a multitude of nations. 5 Your name will
no more be called Abram, but your name
will be Abraham; for I have made you the
father of a multitude of nations. 6 I will
make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will
make nations of you. Kingswill come out of
you. 7 I will establishmy covenant between
me and you and your offspring after you
throughout their generations for an ever-
lasting covenant, to be a God to you and
to your offspring after you. 8 I will give to
you, and to your offspring after you, the
landwhere you are traveling, all the land of
Canaan, foraneverlastingpossession. Iwill
be their God.”

9 God said to Abraham, “As for you, you
shall keep my covenant, you and your off-
spring after you throughout their genera-
tions. 10 This is my covenant, which you
shall keep, between me and you and your
offspring after you. Every male among you
shall be circumcised. 11Youshall be circum-
cised in the flesh of your foreskin. It will

be a token of the covenant betweenme and
you. 12Hewho is eight days old shall be cir-
cumcised among you, every male through-
out your generations, he who is born in
the house, or bought with money from any
foreignerwho is not of your offspring. 13He
who is born in your house, and he who is
bought with your money, must be circum-
cised. My covenant shall be in your flesh
for an everlasting covenant. 14 The uncir-
cumcised male who is not circumcised in
the flesh of his foreskin, that soul shall be
cut off from his people. He has broken my
covenant.”

15God said toAbraham, “As for Sarai your
wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but
her name shall be Sarah. 16 I will bless her,
and moreover I will give you a son by her.
Yes, Iwill bless her, and shewill be amother
of nations. Kings of peoples will come from
her.”

17 Then Abraham fell on his face, and
laughed, and said in his heart, “Will a child
be born to him who is one hundred years
old? Will Sarah, who is ninety years old,
give birth?” 18 Abraham said to God, “Oh
that Ishmael might live before you!”

19 God said, “No, but Sarah, your wife,
will bear you a son. You shall call his
name Isaac.* I will establish my covenant
with him for an everlasting covenant for
his offspring after him. 20 As for Ishmael,
I have heard you. Behold, I have blessed
him, and will make him fruitful, and will
multiply him exceedingly. He will become
the father of twelveprinces, and Iwillmake
hima great nation. 21But Iwill establishmy
covenant with Isaac, whom Sarahwill bear
to you at this set time next year.”

22Whenhefinished talkingwithhim,God
went up from Abraham. 23 Abraham took
Ishmael his son, all who were born in his
house, and all who were bought with his
money: everymaleamong themenofAbra-
ham’s house, and circumcised the flesh of
their foreskin in the same day, as God had
said to him. 24 Abraham was ninety-nine
years old when he was circumcised in the
fleshofhis foreskin. 25 Ishmael, his son,was
thirteenyearsoldwhenhewascircumcised
in the flesh of his foreskin. 26 In the same
day both Abraham and Ishmael, his son,
were circumcised. 27 All the men of his
house, those born in the house, and those
bought with money from a foreigner, were
circumcised with him.

18
1 The LORD appeared to him by the oaks

of Mamre, as he sat in the tent door in the

* 16:14 Beer Lahai Roi means “well of the one who lives and sees me”. * 17:19 Isaac means “he laughs”.
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heat of the day. 2 He lifted up his eyes
and looked, and saw that three men stood
near him. When he saw them, he ran to
meet them from the tent door, and bowed
himself to the earth, 3 and said, “My lord, if
now Ihave found favor in your sight, please
don’t go away from your servant. 4 Now
let a little water be fetched, wash your feet,
and rest yourselves under the tree. 5 I will
get a piece of bread so you can refresh your
heart. After that youmay go your way, now
that you have come to your servant.”
They said, “Very well, do as you have

said.”
6Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah,

and said, “Quickly prepare three seahs*
of fine meal, knead it, and make cakes.”
7 Abraham ran to the herd, and fetched a
tender and good calf, and gave it to the
servant. He hurried to dress it. 8 He took
butter, milk, and the calf which he had
dressed, and set it before them. He stood by
them under the tree, and they ate.

9 They asked him, “Where is Sarah, your
wife?”
He said, “There, in the tent.”
10He said, “I will certainly return to you

at about this time next year; and behold,
Sarah your wife will have a son.”
Sarah heard in the tent door, which was

behind him. 11 Now Abraham and Sarah
were old, well advanced in age. Sarah had
passed the age of childbearing. 12 Sarah
laughedwithinherself, saying, “After Ihave
grown old will I have pleasure, my lord
being old also?”

13 The LORD said to Abraham, “Why did
Sarah laugh, saying, ‘Will I really bear a
childwhen Iamold?’ 14 Is anything toohard
for the LORD? At the set time I will return
to you, when the season comes around, and
Sarah will have a son.”

15 Then Sarah denied it, saying, “I didn’t
laugh,” for she was afraid.
He said, “No, but you did laugh.”
16 The men rose up from there, and

looked toward Sodom. Abrahamwent with
them to see them on their way. 17The LORD
said, “Will I hide from Abraham what I do,
18sinceAbrahamwill surelybecomeagreat
and mighty nation, and all the nations of
the earth will be blessed in him? 19 For I
have known him, to the end that he may
command his children and his household
after him, that they may keep the way of
the LORD, to do righteousness and justice;
to the end that the LORD may bring on
Abraham thatwhichhehas spoken of him.”
20TheLORDsaid, “Because thecryof Sodom
and Gomorrah is great, and because their

sin is very grievous, 21 I will go down now,
and see whether their deeds are as bad as
the reports which have come tome. If not, I
will know.”

22 The men turned from there, and went
toward Sodom, but Abraham stood yet be-
fore the LORD. 23Abraham came near, and
said, “Will you consume the righteous with
the wicked? 24What if there are fifty righ-
teous within the city? Will you consume
and not spare the place for the fifty righ-
teous who are in it? 25 May it be far from
you to do things like that, to kill the righ-
teous with the wicked, so that the righteous
should be like the wicked. May that be far
from you. Shouldn’t the Judge of all the
earth do right?”

26The LORD said, “If I find in Sodom fifty
righteous within the city, then I will spare
the whole place for their sake.” 27Abraham
answered, “See now, I have taken it on
myself to speak to the Lord, although I am
dust and ashes. 28 What if there will lack
five of the fifty righteous? Will you destroy
all the city for lack of five?”
He said, “Iwill not destroy it if I find forty-

five there.”
29 He spoke to him yet again, and said,

“What if there are forty found there?”
He said, “I will not do it for the forty’s

sake.”
30He said, “Ohdon’t let the Lord be angry,

and I will speak. What if there are thirty
found there?”
He said, “I will not do it if I find thirty

there.”
31 He said, “See now, I have taken it on

myself to speak to the Lord. What if there
are twenty found there?”
He said, “I will not destroy it for the

twenty’s sake.”
32He said, “Ohdon’t let the Lord be angry,

and I will speak just oncemore. What if ten
are found there?”
He said, “I will not destroy it for the ten’s

sake.”
33 The LORD went his way as soon as he

had finished communing with Abraham,
and Abraham returned to his place.

19
1 The two angels came to Sodom at

evening. Lot sat in the gate of Sodom. Lot
saw them, and rose up to meet them. He
bowed himself with his face to the earth,
2 and he said, “See now, my lords, please
come into your servant’s house, stay all
night, wash your feet, and you can rise up
early, and go on your way.”

* 18:6 1 seah is about 7 liters or 1.9 gallons or 0.8 pecks
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They said, “No, but we will stay in the
street all night.”

3 He urged them greatly, and they came
in with him, and entered into his house.
He made them a feast, and baked unleav-
ened bread, and they ate. 4But before they
lay down, the men of the city, the men of
Sodom, surrounded the house, both young
and old, all the people from every quarter.
5They called toLot, and said tohim, “Where
are the men who came in to you this night?
Bring them out to us, that we may have sex
with them.”

6 Lot went out to them through the door,
and shut the door after himself. 7He said,
“Please, my brothers, don’t act so wickedly.
8 See now, I have two virgin daughters.
Please let me bring them out to you, and
you may do to them what seems good to
you. Only don’t do anything to these men,
because they have come under the shadow
of my roof.”

9 They said, “Stand back!” Then they
said, “This one fellow came in to live as a
foreigner, and he appoints himself a judge.
Nowwewill deal worse with you thanwith
them!” They pressed hard on the man Lot,
and came near to break the door. 10But the
men reached out their hand, and brought
Lot into the house to them, and shut the
door. 11 They struck the men who were
at the door of the house with blindness,
both small and great, so that they wearied
themselves to find the door.

12 The men said to Lot, “Do you have
anybody else here? Sons-in-law, your sons,
your daughters, and whomever you have
in the city, bring them out of the place:
13 for we will destroy this place, because
the outcry against them has grown so great
before the LORD that the LORD has sent us
to destroy it.”

14 Lot went out, and spoke to his sons-in-
law, whowere pledged tomarry his daugh-
ters, and said, “Get up! Get out of this place,
for the LORDwill destroy the city!”
But he seemed to his sons-in-law to be

joking. 15When themorning came, then the
angels hurried Lot, saying, “Get up! Take
your wife and your two daughters who are
here, lest you be consumed in the iniquity
of the city.” 16 But he lingered; and the
men grabbed his hand, his wife’s hand, and
his two daughters’ hands, the LORD being
merciful to him; and they took him out, and
set him outside of the city. 17 It came to
pass, when they had taken them out, that
he said, “Escape for your life! Don’t look
behind you, and don’t stay anywhere in the

plain. Escape to the mountains, lest you be
consumed!”

18 Lot said to them, “Oh, not so, my lord.
19 See now, your servant has found favor
in your sight, and you havemagnified your
loving kindness, which you have shown to
me in saving my life. I can’t escape to the
mountain, lest evil overtake me, and I die.
20 See now, this city is near to flee to, and it
is a little one. Oh letme escape there (isn’t it
a little one?), andmy soul will live.”

21He said to him, “Behold, I have granted
your request concerning this thing also,
that I will not overthrow the city of which
you have spoken. 22 Hurry, escape there,
for I can’t do anything until you get there.”
Therefore the name of the city was called
Zoar.*

23 The sun had risen on the earth when
Lot came to Zoar. 24 Then the LORD rained
on Sodom and on Gomorrah sulfur and
fire from the LORD out of the sky. 25 He
overthrew those cities, all the plain, all the
inhabitants of the cities, and that which
grewon the ground. 26But Lot’swife looked
back from behind him, and she became a
pillar of salt.

27 Abraham went up early in the morn-
ing to the place where he had stood before
the LORD. 28He looked toward Sodom and
Gomorrah, and toward all the land of the
plain, and saw that the smoke of the land
went up as the smoke of a furnace.

29 When God destroyed the cities of the
plain, God remembered Abraham, and sent
Lot out of the middle of the overthrow,
when he overthrew the cities in which Lot
lived.

30Lotwent up out of Zoar, and lived in the
mountain, and his two daughters with him;
for he was afraid to live in Zoar. He lived
in a cave with his two daughters. 31 The
firstborn said to the younger, “Our father
is old, and there is not a man in the earth
to come in to us in the way of all the earth.
32 Come, let’s make our father drink wine,
and we will lie with him, that we may
preserve our father’s family line.” 33 They
made their father drink wine that night:
and the firstborn went in, and lay with her
father. He didn’t know when she lay down,
nor when she arose. 34 It came to pass on
the next day, that the firstborn said to the
younger, “Behold, I lay last night with my
father. Let’s make him drink wine again
tonight. You go in, and lie with him, that
we may preserve our father’s family line.”
35 They made their father drink wine that
night also. The younger went and lay with
him. He didn’t know when she lay down,

* 19:22 Zoar means “little”.
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nor when she got up. 36 Thus both of Lot’s
daughters were with child by their father.
37The firstborn bore a son, and named him
Moab. He is the father of the Moabites to
this day. 38The younger also bore a son, and
called his name Ben Ammi. He is the father
of the children of Ammon to this day.

20
1 Abraham traveled from there toward

the land of the South, and lived between
Kadesh and Shur. He lived as a foreigner in
Gerar. 2Abraham said about Sarah hiswife,
“She is my sister.” Abimelech king of Gerar
sent, and took Sarah. 3 But God came to
Abimelech in a dreamof the night, and said
to him, “Behold, you are a dead man, be-
cause of the womanwhom you have taken;
for she is a man’s wife.”

4Now Abimelech had not come near her.
He said, “Lord,will youkill evena righteous
nation? 5 Didn’t he tell me, ‘She is my sis-
ter’? She, even she herself, said, ‘He is my
brother.’ I have done this in the integrity of
my heart and the innocence of my hands.”

6 God said to him in the dream, “Yes, I
know that in the integrity of your heart
you have done this, and I also withheld you
from sinning against me. Therefore I didn’t
allow you to touch her. 7 Now therefore,
restore the man’s wife. For he is a prophet,
and he will pray for you, and you will live.
If you don’t restore her, know for sure that
you will die, you, and all who are yours.”

8 Abimelech rose early in the morning,
and called all his servants, and told all these
things in their ear. The men were very
scared. 9 Then Abimelech called Abraham,
and said to him, “What have you done to
us? Howhave I sinned against you, that you
have brought on me and on my kingdom a
great sin? You have done deeds to me that
ought not to be done!” 10Abimelech said to
Abraham, “What did you see, that you have
done this thing?”

11 Abraham said, “Because I thought,
‘Surely the fear of God is not in this place.
They will kill me for my wife’s sake.’
12 Besides, she is indeed my sister, the
daughter ofmy father, but not the daughter
of my mother; and she became my wife.
13 When God caused me to wander from
my father’s house, I said to her, ‘This is
your kindness which you shall show to me.
Everywhere thatwe go, say ofme, “He ismy
brother.” ’ ”

14Abimelech took sheep and cattle, male
servants and female servants, and gave
them to Abraham, and restored Sarah, his
wife, to him. 15Abimelech said, “Behold,my

land is before you. Dwell where it pleases
you.” 16 To Sarah he said, “Behold, I have
given your brother a thousand pieces of
silver. Behold, it is for you a covering of the
eyes to all that are with you. In front of all
you are vindicated.”

17Abrahamprayed to God. So God healed
Abimelech, his wife, and his female ser-
vants, and they bore children. 18 For the
LORD had closed up tight all the wombs of
the house of Abimelech, because of Sarah,
Abraham’s wife.

21
1 The LORD visited Sarah as he had said,

and theLORDdid toSarahashehadspoken.
2Sarah conceived, and bore Abraham a son
in his old age, at the set time of which God
had spoken to him. 3 Abraham called his
sonwhowasborn tohim,whomSarahbore
to him, Isaac.* 4 Abraham circumcised his
son, Isaac, when he was eight days old, as
God had commanded him. 5Abraham was
one hundred years old when his son, Isaac,
was born to him. 6 Sarah said, “God has
made me laugh. Everyone who hears will
laugh with me.” 7 She said, “Who would
have said to Abraham that Sarah would
nurse children? For I have borne him a son
in his old age.”

8 The child grew and was weaned. Abra-
ham made a great feast on the day that
Isaac was weaned. 9 Sarah saw the son of
Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne
to Abraham,mocking. 10Therefore she said
to Abraham, “Cast out this servant and her
son! For the son of this servant will not be
heir withmy son, Isaac.”

11 The thing was very grievous in Abra-
ham’s sight on account of his son. 12 God
said to Abraham, “Don’t let it be grievous in
your sight because of the boy, and because
of your servant. In all that Sarah says to
you, listen to her voice. For your offspring
will be named through Isaac. 13 I will also
make a nation of the son of the servant,
because he is your child.” 14Abraham rose
upearly in themorning, and tookbreadand
a container of water, and gave it to Hagar,
putting it on her shoulder; and gave her the
child, and sent her away. She departed, and
wandered in the wilderness of Beersheba.
15Thewater in the containerwas spent, and
she put the child under one of the shrubs.
16 She went and sat down opposite him, a
good way off, about a bow shot away. For
she said, “Don’t let me see the death of the
child.” She sat opposite him, and lifted up
her voice, and wept. 17God heard the voice
of the boy.

* 21:3 Isaac means “He laughs”.
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The angel of God called to Hagar out of
the sky, and said to her, “What troubles you,
Hagar? Don’t be afraid. For God has heard
the voice of the boy where he is. 18 Get
up, lift up the boy, and hold him with your
hand. For I will make him a great nation.”

19 God opened her eyes, and she saw a
well of water. Shewent, filled the container
with water, and gave the boy a drink.

20 God was with the boy, and he grew.
He lived in the wilderness, and as he grew
up, he became an archer. 21He lived in the
wilderness of Paran. His mother got a wife
for him out of the land of Egypt.

22At that time, Abimelech and Phicol the
captain of his army spoke to Abraham, say-
ing, “God is with you in all that you do.
23Now, therefore, swear to me here by God
that you will not deal falsely with me, nor
with my son, nor with my son’s son. But
according to the kindness that I have done
to you, you shall do tome, and to the land in
which you have lived as a foreigner.”

24 Abraham said, “I will swear.”
25 Abraham complained to Abimelech
because of a water well, which Abim-
elech’s servants had violently taken away.
26 Abimelech said, “I don’t know who has
done this thing. You didn’t tell me, and I
didn’t hear of it until today.”

27 Abraham took sheep and cattle, and
gave them to Abimelech. Those twomade a
covenant. 28Abraham set seven ewe lambs
of the flock by themselves. 29 Abimelech
said to Abraham, “What do these seven ewe
lambs, which you have set by themselves,
mean?”

30 He said, “You shall take these seven
ewe lambs from my hand, that it may
be a witness to me, that I have dug this
well.” 31 Therefore he called that place
Beersheba,† because they both swore an
oath there. 32 So they made a covenant at
Beersheba. Abimelech rose up with Phicol,
the captain of his army, and they returned
into the land of the Philistines. 33Abraham
planted a tamarisk tree in Beersheba, and
there he called on the name of the LORD,‡
the Everlasting God. 34Abraham lived as a
foreigner in the landof thePhilistinesmany
days.

22
1After these things, God tested Abraham,

and said to him, “Abraham!”
He said, “Here I am.”
2He said, “Now take your son, your only

son, Isaac, whom you love, and go into the

land of Moriah. Offer him there as a burnt
offering on one of the mountains which I
will tell you of.”

3Abrahamrose early in themorning, and
saddled his donkey; and took two of his
young men with him, and Isaac his son. He
split the wood for the burnt offering, and
rose up, andwent to the place of which God
had told him. 4 On the third day Abraham
lifted up his eyes, and saw the place far off.
5Abrahamsaid tohisyoungmen, “Stayhere
with the donkey. The boy and I will go over
there. We will worship, and come back to
you.” 6Abraham took thewood of the burnt
offering and laid it on Isaac his son. He took
in his hand thefire and the knife. They both
went together. 7 Isaac spoke to Abrahamhis
father, and said, “My father?”
He said, “Here I am, my son.”
He said, “Here is the fire and the wood,

butwhere is the lamb for a burnt offering?”
8 Abraham said, “God will provide him-

self the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.”
So they both went together. 9 They came
to the place which God had told him of.
Abraham built the altar there, and laid the
wood in order, bound Isaac his son, and laid
him on the altar, on the wood. 10Abraham
stretchedout his hand, and took the knife to
kill his son.

11 The LORD’s angel called to him out of
the sky, and said, “Abraham, Abraham!”
He said, “Here I am.”
12Hesaid, “Don’t layyourhandon theboy

or do anything to him. For now I know that
you fear God, since you have not withheld
your son, your only son, fromme.”

13Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked,
and saw that behind himwas a ram caught
in the thicket by his horns. Abraham
went and took the ram, and offered him
up for a burnt offering instead of his son.
14 Abraham called the name of that place
“The LORD Will Provide”.* As it is said to
this day, “On theLORD’smountain, itwill be
provided.”

15 The LORD’s angel called to Abraham
a second time out of the sky, 16 and said,
“ ‘I have sworn by myself,’ says the LORD,
‘because youhavedone this thing, andhave
notwithheld your son, youronly son, 17 that
I will bless you greatly, and I will multiply
your offspring greatly like the stars of the
heavens, and like the sand which is on the
seashore. Your offspring will possess the
gate of his enemies. 18 All the nations of
the earth will be blessed by your offspring,
because you have obeyedmy voice.’ ”

† 21:31 Beersheba can mean “well of the oath” or “well of seven”. ‡ 21:33 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the

Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short form יה Yah. * 22:14 or, the LORD Jireh,
or, the LORD Seeing
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19 So Abraham returned to his young
men, and they rose up andwent together to
Beersheba. Abraham lived at Beersheba.

20 After these things, Abraham was told,
“Behold, Milcah, she also has borne chil-
dren to your brother Nahor: 21Uz his first-
born, Buz his brother, Kemuel the father of
Aram, 22Chesed,Hazo, Pildash, Jidlaph, and
Bethuel.” 23 Bethuel became the father of
Rebekah. These eight Milcah bore to Na-
hor, Abraham’s brother. 24 His concubine,
whose namewas Reumah, also bore Tebah,
Gaham, Tahash, andMaacah.

23
1 Sarah lived one hundred twenty-seven

years. This was the length of Sarah’s life.
2 Sarah died in Kiriath Arba (also called
Hebron), in the land of Canaan. Abraham
came to mourn for Sarah, and to weep for
her. 3 Abraham rose up from before his
dead and spoke to the children of Heth,
saying, 4 “I am a stranger and a foreigner
living with you. Give me a possession of a
burying-placewith you, that Imay burymy
dead out of my sight.”

5 The children of Heth answered Abra-
ham, saying to him, 6 “Hear us,my lord. You
are a prince of God among us. Bury your
dead in the best of our tombs. None of us
willwithhold fromyouhis tomb. Bury your
dead.”

7 Abraham rose up, and bowed himself
to the people of the land, to the children
of Heth. 8He talked with them, saying, “If
you agree that I should bury my dead out
of my sight, hear me, and entreat for me to
Ephron the son of Zohar, 9 that he may sell
me the cave of Machpelah, which he has,
which is in the end of his field. For the full
price let him sell it to me among you as a
possession for a burial place.”

10Now Ephron was sitting in the middle
of the children of Heth. Ephron the Hittite
answered Abraham in the hearing of the
children of Heth, even of all who went in at
the gate of his city, saying, 11 “No, my lord,
hear me. I give you the field, and I give you
the cave that is in it. In the presence of the
children of my people I give it to you. Bury
your dead.”

12 Abraham bowed himself down before
the people of the land. 13 He spoke to
Ephron in the audience of the people of the
land, saying, “But if you will, please hear
me. I will give the price of the field. Take
it fromme, and I will burymy dead there.”

14 Ephron answered Abraham, saying to
him, 15 “My lord, listen to me. What is a
piece of land worth four hundred shekels

of silver* between me and you? Therefore
bury your dead.”

16Abraham listened to Ephron. Abraham
weighed to Ephron the silver which he had
named in the hearing of the children of
Heth, four hundred shekels of silver, ac-
cording to thecurrentmerchants’ standard.

17 So the field of Ephron, which was in
Machpelah, which was before Mamre, the
field, the cave which was in it, and all the
trees that were in the field, that were in
all of its borders, were deeded 18 to Abra-
ham for a possession in the presence of the
children of Heth, before all who went in at
the gate of his city. 19 After this, Abraham
buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the
field of Machpelah before Mamre (that is,
Hebron), in the land of Canaan. 20 The
field, and the cave that is in it, were deeded
to Abraham by the children of Heth as a
possession for a burial place.

24
1Abrahamwas old, andwell advanced in

age. The LORD had blessed Abraham in all
things. 2 Abraham said to his servant, the
elderofhishouse,whoruledoverall thathe
had, “Please put your hand undermy thigh.
3 I will make you swear by the LORD, the
Godof heavenand theGodof the earth, that
you shall not take a wife for my son of the
daughters of the Canaanites, among whom
I live. 4But you shall go to my country, and
to my relatives, and take a wife for my son
Isaac.”

5 The servant said to him, “What if the
woman isn’t willing to follow me to this
land? Must I bring your son again to the
land you came from?”

6Abraham said to him, “Beware that you
don’t bringmy son there again. 7The LORD,
the God of heaven—who took me from my
father’s house, and from the land of my
birth, who spoke to me, and who swore to
me, saying, ‘I will give this land to your
offspring—hewill sendhisangelbeforeyou,
and you shall take a wife for my son from
there. 8 If the woman isn’t willing to follow
you, then you shall be clear from this oath
tome. Onlyyoushall notbringmyson there
again.”

9 The servant put his hand under the
thigh of Abraham his master, and swore
to him concerning this matter. 10 The ser-
vant took ten of his master’s camels, and
departed, having a variety of good things
of his master’s with him. He arose, and
went to Mesopotamia, to the city of Na-
hor. 11 He made the camels kneel down
outside the city by the well of water at the

* 23:15 A shekel is about 10 grams, so 400 shekels would be about 4 kg. or 8.8 pounds.
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time of evening, the time that women go
out to draw water. 12 He said, “LORD, the
God ofmymaster Abraham, please giveme
success today, and show kindness to my
master Abraham. 13 Behold, I am standing
by the spring of water. The daughters of
the men of the city are coming out to draw
water. 14 Let it happen, that the young
lady to whom I will say, ‘Please let down
your pitcher, that I may drink,’ then she
says, ‘Drink, and Iwill also give your camels
a drink,’—let her be the one you have ap-
pointed for your servant Isaac. By this Iwill
know that you have shown kindness to my
master.”

15 Before he had finished speaking, be-
hold, Rebekah came out, who was born to
Bethuel the sonofMilcah, thewife ofNahor,
Abraham’s brother, with her pitcher on her
shoulder. 16The young lady was very beau-
tiful to look at, a virgin. Noman had known
her. She went down to the spring, filled her
pitcher, and came up. 17 The servant ran to
meet her, and said, “Please give me a drink,
a little water from your pitcher.”

18 She said, “Drink, my lord.” She hur-
ried, and let down her pitcher on her hand,
and gave him a drink. 19 When she had
finished giving him a drink, she said, “I
will also draw for your camels, until they
havefinisheddrinking.” 20Shehurried, and
emptied her pitcher into the trough, and
ran again to the well to draw, and drew for
all his camels.

21 The man looked steadfastly at her, re-
maining silent, to know whether the LORD
had made his journey prosperous or not.
22 As the camels had done drinking, the
man took a golden ring of half a shekel*
weight, and two bracelets for her hands
of ten shekels weight of gold, 23 and said,
“Whose daughter are you? Please tell me.
Is there room in your father’s house for us
to stay?”

24 She said to him, “I am the daughter of
Bethuel the son of Milcah, whom she bore
to Nahor.” 25She saidmoreover to him, “We
havebothstrawand feedenough, androom
to lodge in.”

26 The man bowed his head, and wor-
shiped the LORD. 27He said, “Blessed be the
LORD, the God ofmymaster Abraham,who
has not forsaken his loving kindness and
his truth toward my master. As for me, the
LORD has ledme on theway to the house of
mymaster’s relatives.”

28 The young lady ran, and told her
mother’s house about these words.
29Rebekahhad a brother, andhis namewas
Laban. Laban ran out to the man, to the

spring. 30 When he saw the ring, and the
bracelets on his sister’s hands, and when
he heard the words of Rebekah his sister,
saying, “This iswhat themansaid tome,”he
came to the man. Behold, he was standing
by the camels at the spring. 31 He said,
“Come in, you blessed of the LORD. Why
do you stand outside? For I have prepared
the house, and room for the camels.”

32 The man came into the house, and he
unloaded the camels. He gave straw and
feed for the camels, and water to wash his
feet and the feet of the men who were with
him. 33 Food was set before him to eat, but
he said, “I will not eat until I have told my
message.”
Laban said, “Speak on.”
34 He said, “I am Abraham’s servant.

35The LORD has blessedmymaster greatly.
He has become great. The LORD has given
him flocks and herds, silver and gold, male
servants and female servants, and camels
and donkeys. 36 Sarah, my master’s wife,
bore a son to my master when she was
old. He has given all that he has to him.
37My master made me swear, saying, ‘You
shall not take a wife for my son from the
daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land
I live, 38 but you shall go to my father’s
house, and to my relatives, and take a wife
for my son.’ 39 I asked my master, ‘What
if the woman will not follow me?’ 40 He
said tome, ‘The LORD, before whom Iwalk,
will send his angel with you, and prosper
your way. You shall take a wife for my
son from my relatives, and of my father’s
house. 41 Then you will be clear from my
oath, when you come to my relatives. If
they don’t give her to you, you shall be clear
frommyoath.’ 42 I came today to the spring,
and said, ‘The LORD, the God of my master
Abraham, if now you do prosper my way
which I go— 43 behold, I am standing by
this spring of water. Let it happen, that the
maiden who comes out to draw, to whom
I will say, “Please give me a little water
from your pitcher to drink,” 44 then she
tells me, “Drink, and I will also draw for
your camels,”—let her be thewomanwhom
the LORD has appointed for my master’s
son.’ 45Before I hadfinished speaking inmy
heart, behold, Rebekah came out with her
pitcher on her shoulder. She went down to
the spring, and drew. I said to her, ‘Please
let me drink.’ 46 She hurried and let down
her pitcher from her shoulder, and said,
‘Drink, and I will also give your camels a
drink.’ So I drank, and she also gave the
camels a drink. 47 I asked her, and said,
‘Whose daughter are you?’ She said, ‘The

* 24:22 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces.
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daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom
Milcah bore to him.’ I put the ring on her
nose, and the bracelets on her hands. 48 I
bowed my head, and worshiped the LORD,
andblessed theLORD, theGodofmymaster
Abraham, who had led me in the right way
to take my master’s brother’s daughter for
his son. 49Now if you will deal kindly and
trulywithmymaster, tell me. If not, tell me,
that I may turn to the right hand, or to the
left.”

50 Then Laban and Bethuel answered,
“The thing proceeds from the LORD. We
can’t speak to you bad or good. 51 Behold,
Rebekah is before you. Take her, and go,
and let her be your master’s son’s wife, as
the LORD has spoken.”

52 When Abraham’s servant heard their
words, he bowed himself down to the earth
to the LORD. 53 The servant brought out
jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and
clothing, and gave them to Rebekah. He
also gaveprecious things toherbrotherand
her mother. 54 They ate and drank, he and
the men who were with him, and stayed all
night. They rose up in the morning, and he
said, “Sendme away tomymaster.”

55Her brother and her mother said, “Let
the young lady stay with us a few days, at
least ten. After that she will go.”

56Hesaid to them, “Don’t hinderme, since
the LORD has prospered my way. Send me
away that I may go to mymaster.”

57They said, “Wewill call the young lady,
and ask her.” 58 They called Rebekah, and
said to her, “Will you go with this man?”
She said, “I will go.”
59 They sent away Rebekah, their sister,

with her nurse, Abraham’s servant, and his
men. 60 They blessed Rebekah, and said to
her, “Our sister, may you be the mother of
thousands of ten thousands, and let your
offspring possess the gate of thosewhohate
them.”

61 Rebekah arose with her ladies. They
rode on the camels, and followed the man.
The servant took Rebekah, and went his
way. 62 Isaac came from the way of Beer
Lahai Roi, for he lived in the land of the
South. 63 Isaac went out to meditate in
the field at the evening. He lifted up his
eyes and looked. Behold, therewere camels
coming. 64 Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and
when she saw Isaac, she got off the camel.
65 She said to the servant, “Who is the man
who is walking in the field to meet us?”
The servant said, “It is mymaster.”
She took her veil, and covered herself.

66 The servant told Isaac all the things that
he had done. 67 Isaac brought her into his
mother Sarah’s tent, and took Rebekah, and

she became his wife. He loved her. So Isaac
was comforted after his mother’s death.

25
1 Abraham took another wife, and her

name was Keturah. 2 She bore him Zim-
ran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and
Shuah. 3 Jokshan became the father of
Sheba, and Dedan. The sons of Dedan were
Asshurim, Letushim, and Leummim. 4 The
sons ofMidianwere Ephah, Epher, Hanoch,
Abida, and Eldaah. All these were the chil-
dren of Keturah. 5Abraham gave all that he
had to Isaac, 6but Abrahamgave gifts to the
sons of Abraham’s concubines. While he
still lived, he sent them away from Isaac his
son, eastward, to the east country. 7 These
are the days of the years of Abraham’s life
which he lived: one hundred seventy-five
years. 8 Abraham gave up his spirit, and
died at a good old age, an old man, and full
of years, and was gathered to his people.
9 Isaac and Ishmael, his sons, buried him
in the cave of Machpelah, in the field of
Ephron, the son of Zohar the Hittite, which
is near Mamre, 10 the field which Abraham
purchased from the children of Heth. Abra-
hamwas buried there with Sarah, his wife.
11After the death of Abraham, God blessed
Isaac, his son. Isaac lived by Beer Lahai Roi.

12 Now this is the history of the gener-
ations of Ishmael, Abraham’s son, whom
Hagar the Egyptian, Sarah’s servant, bore
to Abraham. 13 These are the names
of the sons of Ishmael, by their names,
according to the order of their birth:
the firstborn of Ishmael, Nebaioth, then
Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam, 14Mishma, Dumah,
Massa, 15Hadad, Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and
Kedemah. 16These are the sons of Ishmael,
and these are their names, by their villages,
and by their encampments: twelve princes,
according to their nations. 17 These are the
years of the life of Ishmael: one hundred
thirty-seven years. He gave up his spirit
and died, and was gathered to his people.
18 They lived from Havilah to Shur that is
before Egypt, as you go toward Assyria. He
lived opposite all his relatives.

19 This is the history of the generations
of Isaac, Abraham’s son. Abraham became
the father of Isaac. 20 Isaac was forty years
old when he took Rebekah, the daughter
of Bethuel the Syrian of Paddan Aram, the
sister of Laban the Syrian, to be his wife.
21 Isaac entreated the LORD for his wife,
because shewas barren. The LORDwas en-
treated by him, and Rebekah his wife con-
ceived. 22 The children struggled together
within her. She said, “If it is like this, why
do I live?” She went to inquire of the LORD.
23The LORD said to her,
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“Two nations are in your womb.
Two peoples will be separated from your

body.
The one people will be stronger than the

other people.
The elder will serve the younger.”

24 When her days to be delivered were
fulfilled, behold, there were twins in her
womb. 25 The first came out red all over,
like a hairy garment. They named him
Esau. 26 After that, his brother came out,
and his hand had hold on Esau’s heel. He
was named Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old
when she bore them.

27 The boys grew. Esau was a skillful
hunter, aman of the field. Jacobwas a quiet
man, living in tents. 28 Now Isaac loved
Esau, because he ate his venison. Rebekah
loved Jacob. 29 Jacob boiled stew. Esau
came in from the field, and he was fam-
ished. 30 Esau said to Jacob, “Please feed
me with some of that red stew, for I am
famished.” Therefore his name was called
Edom.*

31 Jacob said, “First, sell me your
birthright.”

32 Esau said, “Behold, I am about to die.
What good is the birthright to me?”

33 Jacob said, “Swear to me first.”
He swore to him. He sold his birthright to

Jacob. 34 Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil
stew. He ate and drank, rose up, and went
his way. So Esau despised his birthright.

26
1 There was a famine in the land, in ad-

dition to the first famine that was in the
days of Abraham. Isaac went to Abimelech
king of the Philistines, to Gerar. 2The LORD
appeared to him, and said, “Don’t go down
into Egypt. Live in the land I will tell you
about. 3 Live in this land, and I will be
with you, and will bless you. For I will
give to you, and to your offspring, all these
lands, and I will establish the oath which
I swore to Abraham your father. 4 I will
multiply your offspring as the stars of the
sky, and will give all these lands to your
offspring. In your offspring all the nations
of the earth will be blessed, 5because Abra-
hamobeyedmyvoice, andkeptmy require-
ments, my commandments, my statutes,
andmy laws.”

6 Isaac lived in Gerar. 7 The men of the
place asked him about his wife. He said,
“She is my sister,” for he was afraid to say,
“My wife”, lest, he thought, “the men of the
place might kill me for Rebekah, because
she is beautiful to look at.” 8 When he

had been there a long time, Abimelech king
of the Philistines looked out at a window,
and saw, and, behold, Isaac was caressing
Rebekah, hiswife. 9Abimelech called Isaac,
and said, “Behold, surely she is your wife.
Why did you say, ‘She is my sister’?”
Isaac said to him, “Because I said, ‘Lest I

die because of her.’ ”
10Abimelech said, “What is this you have

done to us? One of the people might easily
have lain with your wife, and you would
have brought guilt on us!”

11Abimelech commanded all the people,
saying, “He who touches this man or his
wife will surely be put to death.”

12 Isaac sowed in that land, and reaped
in the same year one hundred times what
he planted. The LORD blessed him. 13 The
man grew great, and grew more and more
until he became very great. 14He had pos-
sessions of flocks, possessions of herds, and
a great household. The Philistines envied
him. 15Now all the wells which his father’s
servants had dug in the days of Abraham
his father, the Philistines had stopped, and
filledwith earth. 16Abimelech said to Isaac,
“Go away from us, for you are muchmight-
ier than we.”

17 Isaac departed from there, encamped
in the valley of Gerar, and lived there.

18 Isaac dug again the wells of water,
which they had dug in the days of Abraham
his father, for the Philistines had stopped
them after the death of Abraham. He called
their names after the names by which his
father had called them. 19 Isaac’s servants
dug in the valley, and found there a well of
flowing* water. 20 The herdsmen of Gerar
arguedwith Isaac’s herdsmen, saying, “The
water is ours.” So he called the name of the
well Esek,† because they contended with
him. 21 They dug another well, and they
argued over that, also. So he called its
name Sitnah.‡ 22He left that place, and dug
another well. They didn’t argue over that
one. Sohe called it Rehoboth.§ He said, “For
now the LORD has made room for us, and
wewill be fruitful in the land.”

23 He went up from there to Beersheba.
24 The LORD appeared to him the same
night, and said, “I am the God of Abraham
your father. Don’t be afraid, for I am with
you, and will bless you, and multiply your
offspring for my servant Abraham’s sake.”

25 He built an altar there, and called
on the LORD’s name, and pitched his tent
there. There Isaac’s servants dug a well.

* 25:30 “Edom” means “red”. * 26:19 Or, living. Or, fresh. † 26:20 “Esek” means “contention”. ‡ 26:21

“Sitnah” means “hostility”. § 26:22 “Rehoboth” means “broad places”.
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26 Then Abimelech went to him from
Gerar with Ahuzzath his friend, and Phicol
the captain of his army. 27 Isaac said to
them, “Whyhave you come tome, since you
hateme, andhave sentmeaway fromyou?”

28 They said, “We saw plainly that the
LORD was with you. We said, ‘Let there
now be an oath between us, even between
us and you, and let’s make a covenant with
you, 29 that you will do us no harm, as we
have not touched you, and aswe have done
to you nothing but good, and have sent you
away in peace.’ You are now the blessed of
the LORD.”

30Hemade them a feast, and they ate and
drank. 31 They rose up some time in the
morning, and swore an oath to one another.
Isaac sent them away, and they departed
from him in peace. 32The same day, Isaac’s
servants came, and told him concerning
the well which they had dug, and said to
him, “We have found water.” 33He called it
“Shibah”.* Therefore the name of the city is
“Beersheba”† to this day.

34 When Esau was forty years old, he
took as wife Judith, the daughter of Beeri
the Hittite, and Basemath, the daughter of
Elon the Hittite. 35They grieved Isaac’s and
Rebekah’s spirits.

27
1When Isaac was old, and his eyes were

dim, so that he could not see, he called Esau
his elder son, and said to him, “My son?”
He said to him, “Here I am.”
2He said, “See now, I amold. I don’t know

thedayofmydeath. 3Nowtherefore, please
take your weapons, your quiver and your
bow, and go out to the field, and get me
venison. 4Make me savory food, such as I
love, and bring it to me, that I may eat, and
that my soul may bless you before I die.”

5 Rebekah heard when Isaac spoke to
Esau his son. Esau went to the field to hunt
forvenison, and tobring it. 6Rebekahspoke
to Jacob her son, saying, “Behold, I heard
your father speak to Esau your brother,
saying, 7 ‘Bring me venison, and make me
savory food, that I may eat, and bless you
before the LORD before my death.’ 8 Now
therefore, my son, obeymy voice according
to that which I command you. 9Go now to
the flock and get me two good young goats
from there. I will make them savory food
for your father, such as he loves. 10You shall
bring it to your father, that he may eat, so
that hemay bless you before his death.”

11 Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, “Be-
hold, Esau my brother is a hairy man, and
I am a smooth man. 12 What if my father

touches me? I will seem to him as a de-
ceiver, and I would bring a curse onmyself,
and not a blessing.”

13Hismother said to him, “Let your curse
be onme, my son. Only obey my voice, and
go get them for me.”

14 He went, and got them, and brought
them to his mother. His mother made
savory food, such as his father loved.
15 Rebekah took the good clothes of Esau,
her elder son, which were with her in the
house, and put them on Jacob, her younger
son. 16 She put the skins of the young goats
onhis hands, andon the smooth of his neck.
17 She gave the savory food and the bread,
which she had prepared, into the hand of
her son Jacob.

18 He came to his father, and said, “My
father?”
He said, “Here I am. Who are you, my

son?”
19 Jacob said to his father, “I amEsau your

firstborn. I havedonewhat youaskedme to
do. Please arise, sit and eat of my venison,
that your soul may bless me.”

20 Isaac said to his son, “How is it that you
have found it so quickly, my son?”
He said, “Because the LORD your God

gaveme success.”
21 Isaac said to Jacob, “Please come near,

that Imay feel you,myson,whetheryouare
really my son Esau or not.”

22 Jacob went near to Isaac his father.
He felt him, and said, “The voice is Jacob’s
voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau.”
23 He didn’t recognize him, because his
hands were hairy, like his brother Esau’s
hands. So he blessed him. 24He said, “Are
you really my son Esau?”
He said, “I am.”
25He said, “Bring it near to me, and I will

eat of my son’s venison, that my soul may
bless you.”
He brought it near to him, and he ate.

He brought him wine, and he drank. 26His
father Isaac said to him, “Come near now,
and kiss me, my son.” 27 He came near,
and kissed him. He smelled the smell of his
clothing, and blessed him, and said,
“Behold, the smell of my son

is as the smell of a fieldwhich the LORD
has blessed.

28God give you of the dew of the sky,
of the fatness of the earth,
and plenty of grain and newwine.

29Let peoples serve you,
and nations bow down to you.

Be lord over your brothers.
Let your mother’s sons bow down to
you.

* 26:33 Shibahmeans “oath” or “seven”. † 26:33 Beershebameans “well of the oath” or “well of the seven”
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Cursed be everyone who curses you.
Blessed be everyone who blesses you.”

30 As soon as Isaac had finished blessing
Jacob, and Jacob had just gone out from
the presence of Isaac his father, Esau his
brother came in from his hunting. 31 He
alsomade savory food, and brought it to his
father. He said to his father, “Let my father
arise, and eat of his son’s venison, that your
soul may bless me.”

32 Isaac his father said to him, “Who are
you?”
He said, “I am your son, your firstborn,

Esau.”
33 Isaac trembled violently, and said,

“Who, then, is he who has taken venison,
and brought it to me, and I have eaten of
all before you came, and have blessed him?
Yes, he will be blessed.”

34When Esau heard the words of his fa-
ther, he criedwith an exceedingly great and
bitter cry, and said to his father, “Bless me,
evenme also, my father.”

35 He said, “Your brother came with de-
ceit, and has taken away your blessing.”

36He said, “Isn’t he rightly named Jacob?
For he has supplanted me these two times.
He took away my birthright. See, now
he has taken away my blessing.” He said,
“Haven’t you reserved a blessing for me?”

37 Isaac answered Esau, “Behold, I have
made him your lord, and all his brothers
I have given to him for servants. I have
sustained him with grain and new wine.
What then will I do for you, my son?”

38 Esau said to his father, “Do you have
just one blessing,my father? Blessme, even
mealso,my father.” Esau lifted uphis voice,
and wept.

39 Isaac his father answered him,
“Behold, yourdwellingwill beof the fatness

of the earth,
and of the dew of the sky from above.
40You will live by your sword, and you will

serve your brother.
It will happen, when youwill break loose,
that you will shake his yoke from off your

neck.”
41 Esau hated Jacob because of the bless-

ingwithwhich his father blessed him. Esau
said in his heart, “The days ofmourning for
my father are at hand. Then I will kill my
brother Jacob.”

42The words of Esau, her elder son, were
told to Rebekah. She sent and called Jacob,
her younger son, and said to him, “Behold,
your brother Esau comforts himself about
you by planning to kill you. 43 Now there-
fore, my son, obey my voice. Arise, flee to
Laban, my brother, in Haran. 44 Stay with
him a few days, until your brother’s fury
turns away— 45 until your brother’s anger

turns away from you, and he forgets what
you have done to him. Then I will send,
and get you from there. Why should I be
bereaved of you both in one day?”

46 Rebekah said to Isaac, “I am weary of
my life because of the daughters of Heth. If
Jacob takes a wife of the daughters of Heth,
such as these, of the daughters of the land,
what good will my life dome?”

28
1 Isaac called Jacob, blessed him, and

commanded him, “You shall not take a wife
of the daughters of Canaan. 2 Arise, go to
Paddan Aram, to the house of Bethuel your
mother’s father. Take a wife from there
from thedaughters of Laban, yourmother’s
brother. 3May God Almighty bless you, and
make you fruitful, and multiply you, that
youmaybeacompanyofpeoples, 4andgive
you the blessing of Abraham, to you and
to your offspring with you, that you may
inherit the land where you travel, which
God gave to Abraham.”

5 Isaac sent Jacob away. He went to
Paddan Aram to Laban, son of Bethuel the
Syrian, the brother of Rebekah, Jacob’s and
Esau’s mother.

6 Now Esau saw that Isaac had blessed
Jacob and sent him away to Paddan Aram,
to take himawife from there, and that as he
blessed him he gave him a command, say-
ing, “You shall not take a wife of the daugh-
ters of Canaan;” 7and that Jacob obeyed his
father and hismother, andwas gone to Pad-
dan Aram. 8 Esau saw that the daughters
of Canaan didn’t please Isaac, his father.
9 So Esau went to Ishmael, and took, in
addition to thewives that he had, Mahalath
the daughter of Ishmael, Abraham’s son,
the sister of Nebaioth, to be his wife.

10 Jacob went out from Beersheba, and
went towardHaran. 11He came to a certain
place, and stayed there all night, because
the sun had set. He took one of the stones of
the place, and put it under his head, and lay
down in that place to sleep. 12He dreamed
and saw a stairway set upon the earth, and
its top reached to heaven. Behold, the an-
gels of Godwere ascending and descending
on it. 13 Behold, the LORD stood above
it, and said, “I am the LORD, the God of
Abraham your father, and the God of Isaac.
I will give the land you lie on to you and to
your offspring. 14 Your offspring will be as
the dust of the earth, and you will spread
abroad to the west, and to the east, and to
the north, and to the south. In you and in
your offspring, all the families of the earth
will be blessed. 15 Behold, I am with you,
and will keep you, wherever you go, and
will bring you again into this land. For Iwill



Genesis 28:16 24 Genesis 29:34

not leave you until I have done that which I
have spoken of to you.”

16 Jacob awakened out of his sleep, andhe
said, “Surely the LORD is in this place, and I
didn’t know it.” 17He was afraid, and said,
“How awesome this place is! This is none
other than God’s house, and this is the gate
of heaven.”

18 Jacob rose up early in themorning, and
took the stone that he had put under his
head, and set it up for a pillar, and poured
oil on its top. 19 He called the name of
that place Bethel, but the name of the city
was Luz at the first. 20 Jacob vowed a vow,
saying, “If God will be with me, and will
keep me in this way that I go, and will give
me bread to eat, and clothing to put on, 21 so
that I come again to my father’s house in
peace, and the LORDwill bemyGod, 22 then
this stone, which I have set up for a pillar,
will be God’s house. Of all that youwill give
me I will surely give a tenth to you.”

29
1 Then Jacob went on his journey, and

came to the land of the children of the east.
2He looked, and saw awell in the field, and
saw three flocks of sheep lying there by it.
For out of that well they watered the flocks.
The stone on the well’s mouth was large.
3 There all the flocks were gathered. They
rolled the stone from the well’s mouth, and
watered the sheep, and put the stone back
on the well’s mouth in its place. 4 Jacob
said to them, “My relatives, where are you
from?”
They said, “We are fromHaran.”
5 He said to them, “Do you know Laban,

the son of Nahor?”
They said, “We know him.”
6He said to them, “Is it well with him?”
They said, “It is well. See, Rachel, his

daughter, is coming with the sheep.”
7 He said, “Behold, it is still the middle

of the day, not time to gather the livestock
together. Water the sheep, and go and feed
them.”

8 They said, “We can’t, until all the flocks
are gathered together, and they roll the
stone from the well’s mouth. Then we will
water the sheep.”

9 While he was yet speaking with them,
Rachel camewithher father’s sheep, for she
kept them. 10 When Jacob saw Rachel the
daughter of Laban, his mother’s brother,
and the sheep of Laban, his mother’s
brother, Jacob went near, and rolled the
stone from the well’s mouth, and watered
the flock of Laban his mother’s brother.
11 Jacob kissed Rachel, and lifted up his
voice, andwept. 12 Jacob told Rachel that he

was her father’s relative, and that he was
Rebekah’s son. She ran and told her father.

13 When Laban heard the news of Ja-
cob, his sister’s son, he ran to meet Jacob,
and embraced him, and kissed him, and
brought him to his house. Jacob told La-
ban all these things. 14 Laban said to him,
“Surely you are my bone and my flesh.”
Jacob stayedwithhimforamonth. 15Laban
said to Jacob, “Because you aremy relative,
should you therefore serveme for nothing?
Tell me, what will your wages be?”

16 Laban had two daughters. The name
of the elder was Leah, and the name of the
younger was Rachel. 17 Leah’s eyes were
weak, but Rachel was beautiful in form and
attractive. 18 Jacob loved Rachel. He said, “I
will serve you seven years for Rachel, your
younger daughter.”

19Laban said, “It is better that I giveher to
you, than that I should give her to another
man. Stay withme.”

20 Jacob served seven years for Rachel.
They seemed to him but a few days, for the
love he had for her.

21 Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife,
for my days are fulfilled, that I may go in to
her.”

22 Laban gathered together all the men
of the place, and made a feast. 23 In the
evening, he took Leah his daughter, and
brought her to Jacob. He went in to her.
24 Laban gave Zilpah his servant to his
daughter Leah for a servant. 25 In themorn-
ing, behold, it was Leah! He said to Laban,
“What is this you have done to me? Didn’t I
serve with you for Rachel? Why then have
you deceivedme?”

26 Laban said, “It is not done so in our
place, to give the younger before the first-
born. 27Fulfill the week of this one, and we
will give you the other also for the service
which you will serve with me for seven
more years.”

28 Jacob did so, and fulfilled her week.
He gave him Rachel his daughter as wife.
29 Laban gave Bilhah, his servant, to his
daughter Rachel to be her servant. 30 He
went in also to Rachel, and he loved also
Rachel more than Leah, and served with
him sevenmore years.

31 The LORD saw that Leah was hated,
and he opened her womb, but Rachel was
barren. 32 Leah conceived, and bore a
son, and she named him Reuben. For she
said, “Because the LORD has looked at my
affliction; for now my husband will love
me.” 33 She conceived again, and bore a
son, and said, “Because the LORDhas heard
that I am hated, he has therefore given me
this son also.” She named him Simeon.
34 She conceived again, and bore a son. She
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said, “Now this time my husband will be
joined to me, because I have borne him
three sons.” Therefore his name was called
Levi. 35Sheconceivedagain, andboreason.
She said, “This time I will praise the LORD.”
Therefore she named him Judah. Then she
stopped bearing.

30
1WhenRachel saw that she bore Jacob no

children, Rachel envied her sister. She said
to Jacob, “Give me children, or else I will
die.”

2 Jacob’s anger burned against Rachel,
and he said, “Am I in God’s place, who has
withheld from you the fruit of the womb?”

3 She said, “Behold, my maid Bilhah. Go
in to her, that she may bear on my knees,
and I alsomayobtain childrenbyher.” 4She
gave him Bilhah her servant as wife, and
Jacob went in to her. 5 Bilhah conceived,
and bore Jacob a son. 6 Rachel said, “God
has judgedme, andhasalsoheardmyvoice,
and has given me a son.” Therefore she
called his name Dan. 7 Bilhah, Rachel’s
servant, conceived again, and bore Jacob a
second son. 8 Rachel said, “I have wrestled
with my sister with mighty wrestlings, and
have prevailed.” She named himNaphtali.

9 When Leah saw that she had finished
bearing, she took Zilpah, her servant, and
gave her to Jacob as a wife. 10 Zilpah,
Leah’s servant, bore Jacob a son. 11 Leah
said, “How fortunate!” She named him
Gad. 12 Zilpah, Leah’s servant, bore Jacob
a second son. 13 Leah said, “Happy am I,
for the daughters will call me happy.” She
named him Asher.

14Reuben went in the days of wheat har-
vest, and foundmandrakes in the field, and
brought them to his mother, Leah. Then
Rachel said to Leah, “Please give me some
of your son’s mandrakes.”

15 Leah said to her, “Is it a small matter
that you have taken away my husband?
Would you take away my son’s mandrakes,
also?”
Rachel said, “Therefore he will lie with

you tonight for your son’s mandrakes.”
16 Jacob came from the field in the

evening, and Leah went out to meet him,
and said, “You must come in to me; for
I have surely hired you with my son’s
mandrakes.”
He laywith her that night. 17God listened

to Leah, and she conceived, and bore Jacob
a fifth son. 18 Leah said, “God has given me
my hire, because I gave my servant to my
husband.” She namedhim Issachar. 19Leah
conceived again, and bore a sixth son to

Jacob. 20 Leah said, “God has endowed
me with a good dowry. Now my husband
will live with me, because I have borne
him six sons.” She named him Zebulun.
21 Afterwards, she bore a daughter, and
named her Dinah.

22 God remembered Rachel, and God lis-
tened to her, and opened her womb. 23 She
conceived, bore a son, and said, “God has
taken away my reproach.” 24 She named
him Joseph,* saying, “May the LORD add
another son tome.”

25When Rachel had borne Joseph, Jacob
said to Laban, “Sendme away, that Imay go
tomy own place, and tomy country. 26Give
me my wives and my children for whom
I have served you, and let me go; for you
know my service with which I have served
you.”

27Laban said to him, “If now I have found
favor in your eyes, stay here, for I have
divined that the LORD has blessed me for
your sake.” 28 He said, “Appoint me your
wages, and I will give it.”

29 Jacob said to him, “You know how I
have served you, and how your livestock
have fared with me. 30 For it was little
which you had before I came, and it has
increased to a multitude. The LORD has
blessed you wherever I turned. Now when
will I provide for my own house also?”

31Laban said, “What shall I give you?”
Jacob said, “You shall not give me any-

thing. If you will do this thing for me, I will
again feed your flock and keep it. 32 I will
pass through all your flock today, removing
from there every speckled and spotted one,
and every black one among the sheep, and
the spotted and speckled among the goats.
This will be my hire. 33 So my righteous-
ness will answer for me hereafter, when
you come concerningmy hire that is before
you. Every one that is not speckled and
spotted among the goats, and black among
the sheep, that might be with me, will be
considered stolen.”

34Laban said, “Behold, let it be according
to your word.”

35 That day, he removed the male goats
that were streaked and spotted, and all the
female goats that were speckled and spot-
ted, every one that had white in it, and all
the black ones among the sheep, and gave
them into the hand of his sons. 36 He set
three days’ journey between himself and
Jacob, and Jacob fed the rest of Laban’s
flocks.

37 Jacob took to himself rods of fresh
poplar, almond, and plane tree, peeled
white streaks in them, and made the white

* 30:24 Josephmeans “may he add”.
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appear which was in the rods. 38 He set
the rods which he had peeled opposite the
flocks in the watering troughs where the
flocks came to drink. They conceived when
they came to drink. 39The flocks conceived
before the rods, and the flocks produced
streaked, speckled, and spotted. 40 Jacob
separated the lambs, and set the faces of
the flocks toward the streaked and all the
black in Laban’s flock. He put his own
droves apart, and didn’t put them into La-
ban’s flock. 41 Whenever the stronger of
the flock conceived, Jacob laid the rods in
front of the eyes of the flock in thewatering
troughs, that they might conceive among
the rods; 42but when the flock were feeble,
he didn’t put them in. So the feebler were
Laban’s, and the stronger Jacob’s. 43 The
man increased exceedingly, and had large
flocks, female servants and male servants,
and camels and donkeys.

31
1 Jacob heard Laban’s sons’ words, say-

ing, “Jacob has taken away all that was our
father’s. He has obtained all this wealth
from that which was our father’s.” 2 Jacob
saw the expression on Laban’s face, and,
behold, it was not toward him as before.
3TheLORDsaid to Jacob, “Return to the land
of your fathers, and to your relatives, and I
will be with you.”

4 Jacob sent and calledRachel andLeah to
thefield tohisflock, 5andsaid to them, “I see
the expression on your father’s face, that it
is not toward me as before; but the God of
my father has been with me. 6 You know
that I have served your father with all of
my strength. 7Your father has deceivedme,
and changed my wages ten times, but God
didn’t allowhim tohurtme. 8 If he said, ‘The
speckled will be your wages,’ then all the
flockbore speckled. If he said, ‘The streaked
will be your wages,’ then all the flock bore
streaked. 9 Thus God has taken away your
father’s livestock, and given them to me.
10 During mating season, I lifted up my
eyes, and saw in a dream, and behold, the
male goats which leaped on the flock were
streaked, speckled, and grizzled. 11 The
angelofGodsaid tome in thedream, ‘Jacob,’
and I said, ‘Here I am.’ 12 He said, ‘Now
lift up your eyes, and behold, all the male
goats which leap on the flock are streaked,
speckled, and grizzled, for I have seen all
that Laban does to you. 13 I am the God of
Bethel, where you anointed a pillar, where
you vowed a vow to me. Now arise, get out
from this land, and return to the land of
your birth.’ ”

14 Rachel and Leah answered him, “Is
there yet any portion or inheritance for us
in our father’s house? 15 Aren’t we consid-
ered as foreigners by him? For he has sold
us, and has also used up our money. 16 For
all the riches which God has taken away
fromour father are ours andour children’s.
Now then, whatever God has said to you,
do.”

17 Then Jacob rose up, and set his sons
and his wives on the camels, 18 and he took
away all his livestock, and all his posses-
sions which he had gathered, including the
livestock which he had gained in Paddan
Aram, to go to Isaac his father, to the land of
Canaan. 19NowLabanhadgone to shearhis
sheep; and Rachel stole the teraphim* that
were her father’s.

20 Jacob deceived Laban the Syrian, in
that he didn’t tell him that he was running
away. 21 So he fled with all that he had. He
rose up, passed over the River, and set his
face toward themountain of Gilead.

22 Laban was told on the third day that
Jacob had fled. 23He took his relatives with
him, and pursued him seven days’ journey.
He overtook him in themountain of Gilead.
24God came to Laban the Syrian in a dream
of the night, and said to him, “Be careful
that you don’t speak to Jacob either good or
bad.”

25Labancaughtupwith Jacob. NowJacob
had pitched his tent in the mountain, and
Laban with his relatives encamped in the
mountain of Gilead. 26Laban said to Jacob,
“What have you done, that you have de-
ceived me, and carried away my daughters
like captives of the sword? 27Why did you
flee secretly, and deceiveme, and didn’t tell
me, that I might have sent you away with
mirth andwith songs,with tambourine and
with harp; 28 and didn’t allow me to kiss
my sons and my daughters? Now have you
done foolishly. 29 It is in the power of my
hand to hurt you, but theGod of your father
spoke to me last night, saying, ‘Be careful
that you don’t speak to Jacob either good or
bad.’ 30Now, you want to be gone, because
you greatly longed for your father’s house,
but why have you stolenmy gods?”

31 Jacob answered Laban, “Because I was
afraid, for I said, ‘Lest you should take your
daughters frommeby force.’ 32Anyone you
find your gods with shall not live. Before
our relatives, discern what is yours with
me, and take it.” For Jacob didn’t know that
Rachel had stolen them.

33 Laban went into Jacob’s tent, into
Leah’s tent, and into the tent of the two

* 31:19 teraphim were household idols that may have been associated with inheritance rights to the household
property.
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female servants; buthedidn’t find them. He
went out of Leah’s tent, and entered into
Rachel’s tent. 34Now Rachel had taken the
teraphim, put them in the camel’s saddle,
and sat on them. Laban felt around all the
tent, but didn’t find them. 35 She said to her
father, “Don’t let my lord be angry that I
can’t rise up before you; for I’m having my
period.” He searched, but didn’t find the
teraphim.

36 Jacob was angry, and argued with La-
ban. Jacob answered Laban, “What is my
trespass? What is my sin, that you have
hotly pursued me? 37 Now that you have
felt around in all my stuff, what have you
found of all your household stuff? Set it
herebeforemyrelatives andyour relatives,
that theymay judge between us two.

38 “These twenty years I have been with
you. Your ewes and your female goats have
not cast their young, and I haven’t eaten the
rams of your flocks. 39That which was torn
of animals, I didn’t bring to you. I bore its
loss. Of my hand you required it, whether
stolen by day or stolen by night. 40 This
was my situation: in the day the drought
consumed me, and the frost by night; and
my sleepfled frommyeyes. 41These twenty
years I have been in your house. I served
you fourteen years for your two daughters,
and six years for your flock, and you have
changed my wages ten times. 42Unless the
God of my father, the God of Abraham, and
the fear of Isaac, had been with me, surely
now you would have sent me away empty.
God has seen my affliction and the labor of
my hands, and rebuked you last night.”

43Laban answered Jacob, “The daughters
are my daughters, the children aremy chil-
dren, the flocks are my flocks, and all that
you see is mine! What can I do today to
these my daughters, or to their children
whom they have borne? 44Now come, let’s
make a covenant, you and I. Let it be for a
witness betweenme and you.”

45 Jacob took a stone, and set it up for a
pillar. 46 Jacob said to his relatives, “Gather
stones.” They took stones, and made a
heap. They ate there by the heap. 47 Laban
called it Jegar Sahadutha,† but Jacob called
it Galeed.‡ 48 Laban said, “This heap is
witness betweenme and you today.” There-
fore itwasnamedGaleed 49andMizpah, for
he said, “The LORD watch between me and
you, whenwe are absent one from another.
50 If you afflict my daughters, or if you take
wives in addition to my daughters, no man
is with us; behold, God is witness between
me and you.” 51 Laban said to Jacob, “See

this heap, and see the pillar, which I have
setbetweenmeandyou. 52Maythisheapbe
a witness, and the pillar be a witness, that
I will not pass over this heap to you, and
that you will not pass over this heap and
this pillar to me, for harm. 53 The God of
Abraham, and the God of Nahor, the God
of their father, judge between us.” Then
Jacob swore by the fear of his father, Isaac.
54 Jacob offered a sacrifice in themountain,
and called his relatives to eat bread. They
ate bread, and stayed all night in themoun-
tain. 55 Early in the morning, Laban rose
up, and kissed his sons and his daughters,
and blessed them. Laban departed and
returned to his place.

32
1 Jacobwent on his way, and the angels of

God met him. 2When he saw them, Jacob
said, “This is God’s army.” He called the
name of that place Mahanaim.*

3 Jacob sent messengers in front of him
to Esau, his brother, to the land of Seir,
the field of Edom. 4He commanded them,
saying, “This is what you shall tell my lord,
Esau: ‘This is what your servant, Jacob,
says. I have lived as a foreignerwith Laban,
and stayed until now. 5 I have cattle, don-
keys, flocks, male servants, and female ser-
vants. I have sent to tell my lord, that I may
find favor in your sight.’ ” 6Themessengers
returned to Jacob, saying, “Wecame to your
brotherEsau. He is coming tomeet you, and
four hundred men are with him.” 7 Then
Jacobwasgreatlyafraidandwasdistressed.
He divided the people who were with him,
along with the flocks, the herds, and the
camels, into two companies. 8 He said,
“If Esau comes to the one company, and
strikes it, then the company which is left
will escape.” 9 Jacob said, “God ofmy father
Abraham, and God of my father Isaac, the
LORD,who said tome, ‘Return toyour coun-
try, and to your relatives, and I will do you
good,’ 10 I am not worthy of the least of all
the loving kindnesses, and of all the truth,
which you have shown to your servant; for
with justmy staff I crossed over this Jordan;
and now I have become two companies.
11 Please deliver me from the hand of my
brother, from the hand of Esau; for I fear
him, lest he come and strike me and the
mothers with the children. 12 You said, ‘I
will surely do you good, and make your
offspring as the sand of the sea, which can’t
be counted because there are somany.’ ”

13 He stayed there that night, and took
from that which he had with him a present

† 31:47 “Jegar Sahadutha” means “Witness Heap” in Aramaic. ‡ 31:47 “Galeed” means “Witness Heap” in Hebrew.
* 32:2 “Mahanaim” means “two camps”.
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for Esau, his brother: 14 two hundred fe-
male goats and twentymale goats, twohun-
dred ewes and twenty rams, 15 thirty milk
camels and their colts, forty cows, ten bulls,
twenty female donkeys and ten foals. 16He
delivered them into the hands of his ser-
vants, every herd by itself, and said to his
servants, “Pass over before me, and put a
space between herd and herd.” 17He com-
manded the foremost, saying, “When Esau,
my brother, meets you, and asks you, say-
ing, ‘Whose are you? Where are you going?
Whose are these before you?’ 18 Then you
shall say, ‘They are your servant, Jacob’s. It
is a present sent to my lord, Esau. Behold,
he also is behind us.’ ” 19 He commanded
also the second, and the third, and all that
followed the herds, saying, “This is howyou
shall speak to Esau, when you find him.
20 You shall say, ‘Not only that, but behold,
your servant, Jacob, is behind us.’ ” For, he
said, “I will appease him with the present
that goes before me, and afterward I will
see his face. Perhaps he will accept me.”

21 So the present passed over before him,
and he himself stayed that night in the
camp.

22 He rose up that night, and took his
two wives, and his two servants, and his
eleven sons, and crossed over the ford of
the Jabbok. 23He took them, and sent them
over the stream, and sent over that which
hehad. 24 Jacobwas left alone, andwrestled
with a man there until the breaking of the
day. 25When he saw that he didn’t prevail
against him, the man touched the hollow
of his thigh, and the hollow of Jacob’s thigh
was strained as he wrestled. 26 The man
said, “Let me go, for the day breaks.”
Jacob said, “I won’t let you go unless you

bless me.”
27He said to him, “What is your name?”
He said, “Jacob”.
28 He said, “Your name will no longer

be called Jacob, but Israel; for you have
fought with God and with men, and have
prevailed.”

29 Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your
name.”
He said, “Why is it that you ask what my

name is?” So he blessed him there.
30 Jacob called the name of the place Pe-

niel;† for he said, “I have seen God face to
face, and my life is preserved.” 31 The sun
rose on him as he passed over Peniel, and
he limpedbecause of his thigh. 32Therefore
the children of Israel don’t eat the sinew of
the hip, which is on the hollow of the thigh,
to this day, because he touched the hollow
of Jacob’s thigh in the sinew of the hip.

33
1 Jacob lifted up his eyes, and looked,

and, behold, Esau was coming, and with
him four hundred men. He divided the
childrenbetweenLeah, Rachel, and the two
servants. 2 He put the servants and their
children in front, Leah and her children af-
ter, and Rachel and Joseph at the rear. 3He
himself passed over in front of them, and
bowed himself to the ground seven times,
until he came near to his brother.

4 Esau ran to meet him, embraced him,
fell on his neck, kissed him, and they wept.
5He lifted up his eyes, and saw the women
and the children; and said, “Who are these
with you?”
He said, “The children whom God has

graciously given your servant.” 6 Then the
servants camenearwith their children, and
they bowed themselves. 7 Leah also and
her children came near, and bowed them-
selves. After them, Joseph came near with
Rachel, and they bowed themselves.

8Esau said, “What do youmean by all this
company which I met?”
Jacob said, “To find favor in the sight of

my lord.”
9 Esau said, “I have enough, my brother;

let that which you have be yours.”
10 Jacob said, “Please, no, if I have now

found favor in your sight, then receive my
present at my hand, because I have seen
your face, as one sees the face of God, and
you were pleased with me. 11 Please take
the gift that I brought to you, because God
has dealt graciously withme, and because I
have enough.” Heurgedhim, andhe took it.

12 Esau said, “Let’s take our journey, and
let’s go, and I will go before you.”

13 Jacob said to him, “My lord knows that
the children are tender, and that the flocks
and herds with me have their young, and if
they overdrive them one day, all the flocks
will die. 14 Please let my lord pass over
before his servant, and I will lead on gently,
according to the pace of the livestock that
are before me and according to the pace of
the children, until I come tomy lord to Seir.”

15 Esau said, “Let me now leave with you
some of the people who are withme.”
He said, “Why? Let me find favor in the

sight of my lord.”
16 So Esau returned that day on his way

to Seir. 17 Jacob traveled to Succoth, built
himself a house, and made shelters for his
livestock. Therefore the name of the place
is called Succoth.*

18 Jacob came in peace to the city of
Shechem, which is in the land of Canaan,
when he came from Paddan Aram; and

† 32:30 Peniel means “face of God”. * 33:17 succothmeans shelters or booths.
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encamped before the city. 19He bought the
parcel of ground where he had spread his
tent, at the hand of the children of Hamor,
Shechem’s father, for one hundred pieces
of money. 20He erected an altar there, and
called it El Elohe Israel.†

34
1Dinah, the daughter of Leah, whom she

bore to Jacob, went out to see the daughters
of the land. 2 Shechem the son of Hamor
the Hivite, the prince of the land, saw her.
He took her, lay with her, and humbled her.
3 His soul joined to Dinah, the daughter of
Jacob, and he loved the young lady, and
spoke kindly to the young lady. 4 Shechem
spoke to his father, Hamor, saying, “Get me
this young lady as a wife.”

5 Now Jacob heard that he had defiled
Dinah, his daughter; andhis sonswerewith
his livestock in the field. Jacob held his
peace until they came. 6Hamor the father
of Shechem went out to Jacob to talk with
him. 7 The sons of Jacob came in from the
field when they heard it. The men were
grieved, and theywere very angry, because
he had done folly in Israel in lying with
Jacob’s daughter, a thing that ought not to
be done. 8Hamor talked with them, saying,
“The soul of my son, Shechem, longs for
your daughter. Please give her to him as a
wife. 9Make marriages with us. Give your
daughters to us, and take our daughters for
yourselves. 10 You shall dwell with us, and
the land will be before you. Live and trade
in it, and get possessions in it.”

11 Shechem said to her father and to her
brothers, “Let me find favor in your eyes,
and whatever you will tell me I will give.
12Ask me a great amount for a dowry, and
I will give whatever you ask of me, but give
me the young lady as a wife.”

13 The sons of Jacob answered Shechem
andHamorhis fatherwithdeceitwhen they
spoke, because he had defiled Dinah their
sister, 14 and said to them, “We can’t do
this thing, to give our sister to one who is
uncircumcised; for that is a reproach to us.
15Only on this condition will we consent to
you. If youwill beasweare, that everymale
of you be circumcised, 16 then will we give
our daughters to you; andwewill take your
daughters to us, andwewill dwellwith you,
and we will become one people. 17 But if
youwill not listen to us and be circumcised,
thenwewill take our sister,* andwewill be
gone.”

18 Their words pleased Hamor and
Shechem, Hamor’s son. 19 The young man
didn’t wait to do this thing, because he had

delight in Jacob’s daughter, and he was
honored above all the house of his father.
20 Hamor and Shechem, his son, came to
the gate of their city, and talked with the
men of their city, saying, 21 “These men
are peaceful with us. Therefore let them
live in the land and trade in it. For behold,
the land is large enough for them. Let’s
take their daughters to us for wives, and
let’s give them our daughters. 22 Only on
this condition will the men consent to us to
live with us, to become one people, if every
male among us is circumcised, as they are
circumcised. 23 Won’t their livestock and
their possessions and all their animals be
ours? Only let’s give our consent to them,
and they will dwell with us.”

24 All who went out of the gate of his
city listened to Hamor, and to Shechem his
son; and every male was circumcised, all
who went out of the gate of his city. 25 On
the third day, when they were sore, two
of Jacob’s sons, Simeon and Levi, Dinah’s
brothers, each took his sword, came upon
the unsuspecting city, and killed all the
males. 26 They killed Hamor and Shechem,
his son,with theedgeof the sword, and took
Dinah out of Shechem’s house, and went
away. 27 Jacob’s sons came on the dead,
and plundered the city, because they had
defiled their sister. 28They took their flocks,
their herds, their donkeys, that which was
in the city, that which was in the field,
29 and all their wealth. They took captive
all their little ones and their wives, and
took as plunder everything that was in the
house. 30 Jacob said to Simeon and Levi,
“You have troubled me, to make me odious
to the inhabitants of the land, among the
Canaanites and the Perizzites. I am few
in number. They will gather themselves
together against me and strike me, and I
will be destroyed, I andmy house.”

31 They said, “Should he deal with our
sister as with a prostitute?”

35
1God said to Jacob, “Arise, go up toBethel,

and live there. Make there an altar to God,
who appeared to you when you fled from
the face of Esau your brother.”

2Then Jacob said to his household, and to
all who were with him, “Put away the for-
eign gods that are among you, purify your-
selves, and change your garments. 3 Let’s
arise, and go up to Bethel. I will make there
an altar to God, who answered me in the
day of my distress, and was with me on the
way which I went.”

† 33:20 El Elohe Israelmeans “God, the God of Israel” or “The God of Israel ismighty”. * 34:17 Hebrewhas, literally,
“daughter”



Genesis 35:4 30 Genesis 36:17

4 They gave to Jacob all the foreign gods
which were in their hands, and the rings
which were in their ears; and Jacob hid
themunder theoakwhichwasbyShechem.
5They traveled, and a terror of God was on
the cities that were around them, and they
didn’t pursue the sons of Jacob. 6 So Jacob
came to Luz (that is, Bethel), which is in the
land of Canaan, he and all the people who
were with him. 7 He built an altar there,
and called the place El Beth El; because
there God was revealed to him, when he
fled from the face of his brother. 8Deborah,
Rebekah’s nurse, died, and she was buried
below Bethel under the oak; and its name
was called Allon Bacuth.

9 God appeared to Jacob again, when he
came from Paddan Aram, and blessed him.
10 God said to him, “Your name is Jacob.
Your name shall not be Jacob anymore, but
yournamewill be Israel.” Henamedhim Is-
rael. 11God said to him, “I amGodAlmighty.
Be fruitful and multiply. A nation and a
company of nations will be from you, and
kings will come out of your body. 12 The
land which I gave to Abraham and Isaac,
I will give it to you, and to your offspring
after you I will give the land.”

13 God went up from him in the place
where he spoke with him. 14 Jacob set up
a pillar in the place where he spoke with
him, a pillar of stone. He poured out a
drink offering on it, and poured oil on it.
15 Jacob called the name of the place where
God spoke with him “Bethel”.

16 They traveled from Bethel. There was
still some distance to come to Ephrath,
and Rachel travailed. She had hard labor.
17When she was in hard labor, the midwife
said to her, “Don’t be afraid, for now you
will have another son.”

18 As her soul was departing (for she
died), she named him Benoni,* but his fa-
ther named him Benjamin.† 19Rachel died,
andwas buried on theway to Ephrath (also
calledBethlehem). 20 Jacob setupapillar on
her grave. The same is the Pillar of Rachel’s
grave to this day. 21 Israel traveled, and
spread his tent beyond the tower of Eder.
22 While Israel lived in that land, Reuben
went and lay with Bilhah, his father’s con-
cubine, and Israel heard of it.
Now the sons of Jacobwere twelve. 23The

sons of Leah: Reuben (Jacob’s firstborn),
Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun.
24The sons of Rachel: Joseph andBenjamin.
25ThesonsofBilhah (Rachel’s servant): Dan
and Naphtali. 26 The sons of Zilpah (Leah’s
servant): Gad and Asher. These are the

sons of Jacob, who were born to him in
Paddan Aram. 27 Jacob came to Isaac his
father, to Mamre, to Kiriath Arba (which is
Hebron),whereAbrahamand Isaac livedas
foreigners.

28 The days of Isaac were one hundred
eighty years. 29 Isaac gave up the spirit and
died, and was gathered to his people, old
and full of days. Esau and Jacob, his sons,
buried him.

36
1 Now this is the history of the genera-

tions of Esau (that is, Edom). 2 Esau took
his wives from the daughters of Canaan:
Adah the daughter of Elon, the Hittite;
and Oholibamah the daughter of Anah,
the daughter of Zibeon, the Hivite; 3 and
Basemath, Ishmael’s daughter, sister of
Nebaioth. 4 Adah bore to Esau Eliphaz.
Basemath bore Reuel. 5 Oholibamah bore
Jeush, Jalam, and Korah. These are the
sons of Esau, who were born to him in the
land of Canaan. 6 Esau took his wives, his
sons, his daughters, and all the members
of his household, with his livestock, all his
animals, and all his possessions, which he
had gathered in the land of Canaan, and
went into a land away from his brother
Jacob. 7 For their substance was too great
for them to dwell together, and the land
of their travels couldn’t bear them because
of their livestock. 8 Esau lived in the hill
country of Seir. Esau is Edom.

9 This is the history of the generations
of Esau the father of the Edomites in the
hill country of Seir: 10 these are the names
of Esau’s sons: Eliphaz, the son of Adah,
the wife of Esau; and Reuel, the son of
Basemath, the wife of Esau. 11 The sons
of Eliphaz were Teman, Omar, Zepho, and
Gatam, and Kenaz. 12 Timna was concu-
bine to Eliphaz, Esau’s son; and she bore to
Eliphaz Amalek. These are the descendants
of Adah, Esau’s wife. 13 These are the sons
of Reuel: Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, and
Mizzah. These were the descendants of
Basemath, Esau’s wife. 14 These were the
sons of Oholibamah, the daughter of Anah,
the daughter of Zibeon, Esau’s wife: she
bore to Esau Jeush, Jalam, and Korah.

15These are the chiefs of the sons of Esau:
the sons of Eliphaz the firstborn of Esau:
chief Teman, chief Omar, chief Zepho, chief
Kenaz, 16 chief Korah, chief Gatam, chief
Amalek. These are the chiefs who came
of Eliphaz in the land of Edom. These are
the sons of Adah. 17 These are the sons
of Reuel, Esau’s son: chief Nahath, chief
Zerah, chief Shammah, chiefMizzah. These

* 35:18 “Benoni” means “son of my trouble”. † 35:18 “Benjamin” means “son of my right hand”.
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are the chiefs who came of Reuel in the
land of Edom. These are the sons of Base-
math, Esau’s wife. 18 These are the sons of
Oholibamah, Esau’s wife: chief Jeush, chief
Jalam, chief Korah. These are the chiefs
who came of Oholibamah the daughter of
Anah, Esau’s wife. 19 These are the sons
of Esau (that is, Edom), and these are their
chiefs.

20 These are the sons of Seir the Horite,
the inhabitants of the land: Lotan, Shobal,
Zibeon, Anah, 21 Dishon, Ezer, and Dis-
han. These are the chiefs who came of
the Horites, the children of Seir in the land
of Edom. 22 The children of Lotan were
Hori and Heman. Lotan’s sister was Timna.
23 These are the children of Shobal: Al-
van, Manahath, Ebal, Shepho, and Onam.
24 These are the children of Zibeon: Aiah
and Anah. This is Anah who found the hot
springs in thewilderness, as he fed the don-
keys of Zibeon his father. 25 These are the
children of Anah: Dishon and Oholibamah,
the daughter of Anah. 26These are the chil-
dren of Dishon: Hemdan, Eshban, Ithran,
and Cheran. 27 These are the children of
Ezer: Bilhan, Zaavan, and Akan. 28 These
are the children of Dishan: Uz and Aran.
29 These are the chiefs who came of the
Horites: chief Lotan, chief Shobal, chief
Zibeon, chief Anah, 30 chief Dishon, chief
Ezer, and chief Dishan. These are the chiefs
who came of the Horites, according to their
chiefs in the land of Seir.

31 These are the kings who reigned in
the land of Edom, before any king reigned
over the children of Israel. 32 Bela, the son
of Beor, reigned in Edom. The name of
his city was Dinhabah. 33 Bela died, and
Jobab, the son of Zerah of Bozrah, reigned
in his place. 34 Jobab died, and Husham
of the land of the Temanites reigned in his
place. 35Husham died, and Hadad, the son
of Bedad, who struck Midian in the field
of Moab, reigned in his place. The name
of his city was Avith. 36 Hadad died, and
Samlah of Masrekah reigned in his place.
37 Samlah died, and Shaul of Rehoboth by
the river, reigned in his place. 38Shaul died,
and Baal Hanan the son of Achbor reigned
inhisplace. 39BaalHanan thesonofAchbor
died, and Hadar reigned in his place. The
name of his city was Pau. His wife’s name
wasMehetabel, the daughter ofMatred, the
daughter of Mezahab.

40 These are the names of the chiefs
who came from Esau, according to their
families, after their places, and by their
names: chief Timna, chief Alvah, chief Je-
theth, 41chief Oholibamah, chief Elah, chief
Pinon, 42 chief Kenaz, chief Teman, chief
Mibzar, 43 chief Magdiel, and chief Iram.

These are the chiefs of Edom, according
to their habitations in the land of their
possession. This is Esau, the father of the
Edomites.

37
1 Jacob lived in the land of his father’s

travels, in the land of Canaan. 2 This is the
history of the generations of Jacob. Joseph,
being seventeen years old, was feeding the
flock with his brothers. He was a boy with
the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s
wives. Joseph brought an evil report of
them to their father. 3 Now Israel loved
Joseph more than all his children, because
he was the son of his old age, and he made
him a tunic of many colors. 4His brothers
saw that their father loved him more than
all his brothers, and they hated him, and
couldn’t speak peaceably to him.

5 Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told
it to his brothers, and they hated him all
the more. 6 He said to them, “Please hear
this dreamwhich I have dreamed: 7 for be-
hold, we were binding sheaves in the field,
and behold, my sheaf arose and also stood
upright; and behold, your sheaves came
around, and bowed down tomy sheaf.”

8 His brothers asked him, “Will you in-
deed reign over us? Will you indeed have
dominion over us?” They hated him all
the more for his dreams and for his words.
9He dreamed yet another dream, and told
it to his brothers, and said, “Behold, I have
dreamed yet another dream: and behold,
the sun and the moon and eleven stars
bowed down to me.” 10He told it to his fa-
ther and to his brothers. His father rebuked
him, and said to him, “What is this dream
that you have dreamed? Will I and your
mother and your brothers indeed come to
bow ourselves down to the earth before
you?” 11 His brothers envied him, but his
father kept this saying inmind.

12His brothers went to feed their father’s
flock in Shechem. 13 Israel said to Joseph,
“Aren’t your brothers feeding the flock in
Shechem? Come, and I will send you to
them.” He said to him, “Here I am.”

14 He said to him, “Go now, see whether
it is well with your brothers, and well with
the flock; and bring me word again.” So he
sent himout of the valley of Hebron, and he
came to Shechem. 15 A certain man found
him, and behold, he was wandering in the
field. The man asked him, “What are you
looking for?”

16He said, “I am looking for my brothers.
Tell me, please, where they are feeding the
flock.”

17The man said, “They have left here, for
I heard them say, ‘Let’s go to Dothan.’ ”
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Josephwent after his brothers, and found
them in Dothan. 18 They saw him afar
off, and before he came near to them, they
conspired against him to kill him. 19 They
said to one another, “Behold, this dreamer
comes. 20Come now therefore, and let’s kill
him, and cast him into one of the pits, and
we will say, ‘An evil animal has devoured
him.’ We will see what will become of his
dreams.”

21 Reuben heard it, and delivered him
out of their hand, and said, “Let’s not take
his life.” 22 Reuben said to them, “Shed no
blood. Throw him into this pit that is in the
wilderness, but lay no hand on him”—that
he might deliver him out of their hand, to
restore him to his father. 23 When Joseph
came to his brothers, they stripped Joseph
of his tunic, the tunic of many colors that
wasonhim; 24and they tookhim, and threw
him into the pit. The pit was empty. There
was no water in it.

25 They sat down to eat bread, and they
lifted up their eyes and looked, and saw
a caravan of Ishmaelites was coming from
Gilead, with their camels bearing spices
andbalmandmyrrh, going to carry it down
to Egypt. 26 Judah said to his brothers,
“What profit is it if we kill our brother and
conceal his blood? 27 Come, and let’s sell
him to the Ishmaelites, and not let our hand
be on him; for he is our brother, our flesh.”
His brothers listened to him. 28Midianites
who were merchants passed by, and they
drewand lifted up Joseph out of the pit, and
sold Joseph to the Ishmaelites for twenty
pieces of silver. The merchants brought
Joseph into Egypt.

29 Reuben returned to the pit, and saw
that Joseph wasn’t in the pit; and he tore
his clothes. 30He returned to his brothers,
andsaid, “Thechild isnomore; and I,where
will I go?” 31 They took Joseph’s tunic, and
killed a male goat, and dipped the tunic in
the blood. 32 They took the tunic of many
colors, and they brought it to their father,
and said, “We have found this. Examine it,
now, and see if it is your son’s tunic or not.”

33 He recognized it, and said, “It is my
son’s tunic. An evil animal has devoured
him. Joseph is without doubt torn in
pieces.” 34 Jacob tore his clothes, and put
sackcloth on hiswaist, andmourned for his
son many days. 35 All his sons and all his
daughters rose up to comfort him, but he
refused to be comforted. He said, “For I will
go down to Sheol* to my son, mourning.”
His father wept for him. 36 The Midianites
sold him into Egypt to Potiphar, an officer
of Pharaoh’s, the captain of the guard.

38
1At that time, Judah went down from his

brothers, and visited a certain Adullamite,
whose namewas Hirah. 2There, Judah saw
the daughter of a certain Canaanite man
named Shua. He took her, and went in to
her. 3 She conceived, and bore a son; and
he named him Er. 4 She conceived again,
and bore a son; and she named him Onan.
5 She yet again bore a son, and named him
Shelah. He was at Chezib when she bore
him. 6 Judah took awife for Er, his firstborn,
and her namewas Tamar. 7Er, Judah’s first-
born, was wicked in the LORD’s sight. So
the LORD killed him. 8 Judah said to Onan,
“Go in to your brother’s wife, and perform
the duty of a husband’s brother to her,
and raise up offspring for your brother.”
9Onan knew that the offspring wouldn’t be
his; and when he went in to his brother’s
wife, he spilled his semen on the ground,
lest he should give offspring to his brother.
10 The thing which he did was evil in the
LORD’s sight, andhekilledhimalso. 11Then
Judah said to Tamar, his daughter-in-law,
“Remain a widow in your father’s house,
until Shelah, my son, is grown up;” for he
said, “Lest he also die, like his brothers.”
Tamarwent and lived in her father’s house.

12 After many days, Shua’s daughter, the
wife of Judah, died. Judah was comforted,
and went up to his sheep shearers to Tim-
nah, he and his friend Hirah, the Adul-
lamite. 13 Tamar was told, “Behold, your
father-in-law is goingup to Timnah to shear
his sheep.” 14 She took off the garments of
her widowhood, and covered herself with
her veil, and wrapped herself, and sat in
the gate of Enaim, which is on the way to
Timnah; for she saw that Shelahwas grown
up, and she wasn’t given to him as a wife.
15 When Judah saw her, he thought that
she was a prostitute, for she had covered
her face. 16 He turned to her by the way,
and said, “Please come, let me come in to
you,” for he didn’t know that she was his
daughter-in-law.
She said, “Whatwill you giveme, that you

may come in to me?”
17He said, “I will send you a young goat

from the flock.”
She said, “Will you giveme a pledge, until

you send it?”
18He said, “What pledge will I give you?”
She said, “Your signet and your cord, and

your staff that is in your hand.”
He gave them to her, and came in to her,

and she conceived by him. 19She arose, and
went away, and put off her veil from her,
andput on the garments of herwidowhood.

* 37:35 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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20 Judah sent the young goat by the hand
of his friend, the Adullamite, to receive
the pledge from the woman’s hand, but he
didn’t find her. 21Then he asked the men of
her place, saying, “Where is the prostitute,
that was at Enaim by the road?”
They said, “There has been no prostitute

here.”
22 He returned to Judah, and said, “I

haven’t found her; and also the men of the
place said, ‘There has been no prostitute
here.’ ” 23 Judahsaid, “Letherkeep it, lestwe
be shamed. Behold, I sent this young goat,
and you haven’t found her.”

24 About three months later, Judah was
told, “Tamar, your daughter-in-law, has
played the prostitute. Moreover, behold,
she is with child by prostitution.”
Judah said, “Bring her out, and let her be

burned.” 25When she was brought out, she
sent to her father-in-law, saying, “I amwith
child by themanwho owns these.” She also
said, “Please discern whose these are—the
signet, and the cords, and the staff.”

26 Judah acknowledged them, and said,
“She is more righteous than I, because I
didn’t give her to Shelah, my son.”
He knew her again no more. 27 In the

time of her travail, behold, twins were in
her womb. 28When she travailed, one put
out a hand, and the midwife took and tied
a scarlet thread on his hand, saying, “This
came out first.” 29 As he drew back his
hand, behold, his brother came out, and
she said, “Why have youmade a breach for
yourself?” Therefore his name was called
Perez.* 30Afterward his brother came out,
whohad the scarlet thread onhis hand, and
his namewas called Zerah.†

39
1 Joseph was brought down to Egypt.

Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh’s, the cap-
tain of the guard, an Egyptian, bought him
from the hand of the Ishmaelites that had
brought him down there. 2 The LORD was
with Joseph, and hewas a prosperousman.
He was in the house of his master the Egyp-
tian. 3 His master saw that the LORD was
with him, and that the LORD made all that
he did prosper in his hand. 4 Joseph found
favor in his sight. He ministered to him,
and Potiphar made him overseer over his
house, and all that he had he put into his
hand. 5 From the time that he made him
overseer in his house, and over all that he
had, the LORD blessed the Egyptian’s house
for Joseph’s sake. The LORD’s blessing was
on all that he had, in the house and in the
field. 6 He left all that he had in Joseph’s

hand. He didn’t concern himself with any-
thing, except for the food which he ate.
Joseph was well-built and handsome.

7After these things, hismaster’swife set her
eyes on Joseph; and she said, “Lie withme.”

8 But he refused, and said to his mas-
ter’swife, “Behold,mymaster doesn’t know
what is with me in the house, and he has
put all that he has into my hand. 9No one is
greater in this house than I am, and he has
not kept back anything from me but you,
because you are his wife. How then can
I do this great wickedness, and sin against
God?”

10 As she spoke to Joseph day by day, he
didn’t listen to her, to lie byher, or to bewith
her. 11 About this time, he went into the
house to do his work, and there were none
of themenof thehouse inside. 12She caught
him by his garment, saying, “Lie withme!”
He left his garment in her hand, and ran

outside. 13 When she saw that he had left
his garment in her hand, and had run out-
side, 14 she called to the men of her house,
and spoke to them, saying, “Behold, he has
brought a Hebrew in to us to mock us. He
came in to me to lie with me, and I cried
with a loud voice. 15 When he heard that
I lifted up my voice and cried, he left his
garment by me, and ran outside.” 16 She
laid up his garment by her, until his master
came home. 17 She spoke to him according
to these words, saying, “The Hebrew ser-
vant, whom you have brought to us, came
in tome tomockme, 18and as I lifted upmy
voice and cried, he left his garment by me,
and ran outside.”

19 When his master heard the words of
his wife, which she spoke to him, saying,
“This is what your servant did to me,” his
wrath was kindled. 20 Joseph’s master took
him, and put him into the prison, the place
where the king’s prisoners were bound,
and he was there in custody. 21 But the
LORD was with Joseph, and showed kind-
ness to him, and gave him favor in the sight
of the keeper of the prison. 22 The keeper
of the prison committed to Joseph’s hand
all the prisoners who were in the prison.
Whatever they did there, he was respon-
sible for it. 23 The keeper of the prison
didn’t look after anything that was under
his hand, because the LORD was with him;
and that which he did, the LORD made it
prosper.

40
1After these things, the butler of the king

of Egypt and his baker offended their lord,
the king of Egypt. 2Pharaohwas angrywith

* 38:29 Perez means “breaking out”. † 38:30 Zerahmeans “scarlet” or “brightness”.
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his two officers, the chief cup bearer and
the chief baker. 3 He put them in custody
in the house of the captain of the guard,
into the prison, the place where Joseph
was bound. 4 The captain of the guard
assigned them to Joseph, and he took care
of them. They stayed in prison many days.
5Theyboth dreamedadream, eachmanhis
dream, in one night, each man according
to the interpretation of his dream, the cup
bearer and the baker of the king of Egypt,
who were bound in the prison. 6 Joseph
came in to them in the morning, and saw
them, and saw that they were sad. 7 He
asked Pharaoh’s officers who were with
him in custody in his master’s house, say-
ing, “Why do you look so sad today?”

8 They said to him, “We have dreamed a
dream, and there is no one who can inter-
pret it.”
Joseph said to them, “Don’t interpreta-

tions belong to God? Please tell it to me.”
9 The chief cup bearer told his dream

to Joseph, and said to him, “In my dream,
behold, a vine was in front of me, 10 and
in the vine were three branches. It was
as though it budded, it blossomed, and its
clusters produced ripe grapes. 11Pharaoh’s
cup was in my hand; and I took the grapes,
and pressed them into Pharaoh’s cup, and I
gave the cup into Pharaoh’s hand.”

12 Joseph said to him, “This is its interpre-
tation: the three branches are three days.
13 Within three more days, Pharaoh will
lift up your head, and restore you to your
office. You will give Pharaoh’s cup into his
hand, the way you did when you were his
cup bearer. 14But remember me when it is
well with you. Please show kindness to me,
and make mention of me to Pharaoh, and
bring me out of this house. 15 For indeed,
I was stolen away out of the land of the
Hebrews, andherealso I havedonenothing
that they should put me into the dungeon.”

16When the chief baker saw that the in-
terpretation was good, he said to Joseph, “I
also was in my dream, and behold, three
baskets of white bread were on my head.
17 In the uppermost basket there were all
kinds of baked food for Pharaoh, and the
birds ate them out of the basket on my
head.”

18 Joseph answered, “This is its interpre-
tation. The three baskets are three days.
19Within three more days, Pharaoh will lift
up your head from off you, and will hang
you on a tree; and the birds will eat your
flesh from off you.” 20 On the third day,
which was Pharaoh’s birthday, he made a
feast for all his servants, andhe liftedup the
head of the chief cup bearer and the head
of the chief baker among his servants. 21He

restored the chief cup bearer to his position
again, and he gave the cup into Pharaoh’s
hand; 22 but he hanged the chief baker, as
Joseph had interpreted to them. 23 Yet the
chief cup bearer didn’t remember Joseph,
but forgot him.

41
1 At the end of two full years, Pharaoh

dreamed, and behold, he stood by the river.
2 Behold, seven cattle came up out of the
river. They were sleek and fat, and they fed
in the marsh grass. 3 Behold, seven other
cattle came up after them out of the river,
ugly and thin, and stood by the other cattle
on the brink of the river. 4 The ugly and
thin cattle ate up the seven sleek and fat
cattle. So Pharaoh awoke. 5 He slept and
dreamed a second time; and behold, seven
headsofgraincameupononestalk, healthy
and good. 6 Behold, seven heads of grain,
thin and blastedwith the east wind, sprung
up after them. 7 The thin heads of grain
swallowed up the seven healthy and full
ears. Pharaoh awoke, and behold, it was
a dream. 8 In the morning, his spirit was
troubled, and he sent and called for all of
Egypt’s magicians and wise men. Pharaoh
told them his dreams, but there was no one
who could interpret them to Pharaoh.

9 Then the chief cup bearer spoke to
Pharaoh, saying, “I remember my faults
today. 10 Pharaoh was angry with his ser-
vants, and put me in custody in the house
of the captain of the guard, with the chief
baker. 11Wedreamed a dream in one night,
he and I. Each man dreamed according to
the interpretation of his dream. 12 There
was with us there a young man, a Hebrew,
servant to the captain of the guard, and
we told him, and he interpreted to us our
dreams. He interpreted to each man ac-
cording to his dream. 13 As he interpreted
to us, so it was. He restoredme tomy office,
and he hanged him.”

14 Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph,
and theybroughthimhastily out of thedun-
geon. He shavedhimself, changedhis cloth-
ing, and came in to Pharaoh. 15 Pharaoh
said to Joseph, “I have dreamed a dream,
and there is no one who can interpret it. I
have heard it said of you, that when you
hear a dream you can interpret it.”

16 Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, “It
isn’t in me. God will give Pharaoh an an-
swer of peace.”

17Pharaohspoke to Joseph, “Inmydream,
behold, I stood on the brink of the river;
18 and behold, seven fat and sleek cattle
came up out of the river. They fed in the
marsh grass; 19and behold, seven other cat-
tle came up after them, poor and very ugly
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and thin, such as I never saw in all the land
of Egypt for ugliness. 20 The thin and ugly
cattle ate up the first seven fat cattle; 21 and
when they had eaten themup, it couldn’t be
known that they had eaten them, but they
were still ugly, as at the beginning. So I
awoke. 22 I saw in my dream, and behold,
seven heads of grain came up on one stalk,
full and good; 23and behold, seven heads of
grain, withered, thin, and blasted with the
eastwind, sprung up after them. 24The thin
headsof grain swallowedup the sevengood
heads of grain. I told it to the magicians,
but there was no one who could explain it
to me.”

25 Joseph said to Pharaoh, “The dream of
Pharaoh is one. What God is about to do he
has declared to Pharaoh. 26The seven good
cattle are seven years; and the seven good
heads of grain are seven years. The dream
is one. 27The seven thin and ugly cattle that
came up after them are seven years, and
also the seven empty heads of grain blasted
with the east wind; theywill be seven years
of famine. 28 That is the thing which I
have spoken to Pharaoh. God has shown
Pharaoh what he is about to do. 29 Behold,
seven years of great plenty throughout all
the landof Egypt are coming. 30Sevenyears
of famine will arise after them, and all the
plentywill be forgotten in the land of Egypt.
The famine will consume the land, 31 and
the plenty will not be known in the land by
reason of that famine which follows; for it
will be very grievous. 32 The dream was
doubled to Pharaoh, because the thing is
established by God, and God will shortly
bring it to pass.

33 “Now therefore let Pharaoh look for a
discreet and wise man, and set him over
the land of Egypt. 34 Let Pharaoh do this,
and let him appoint overseers over the
land, and take up the fifth part of the land
of Egypt’s produce in the seven plenteous
years. 35 Let them gather all the food of
these good years that come, and store grain
under the hand of Pharaoh for food in the
cities, and let them keep it. 36 The food
will be to supply the land against the seven
years of famine, which will be in the land
of Egypt; so that the land will not perish
through the famine.”

37 The thing was good in the eyes of
Pharaoh, and in the eyes of all his servants.
38 Pharaoh said to his servants, “Can we
find such a one as this, a man in whom
is the Spirit of God?” 39 Pharaoh said to
Joseph, “Because God has shown you all of
this, there is no one so discreet and wise

as you. 40 You shall be over my house. All
my people will be ruled according to your
word. Only in the throne I will be greater
than you.” 41 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Be-
hold, I have set you over all the land of
Egypt.” 42 Pharaoh took off his signet ring
from his hand, and put it on Joseph’s hand,
and arrayed him in robes of fine linen, and
put a gold chain about his neck. 43 He
made him ride in the second chariot which
he had. They cried before him, “Bow the
knee!” He set him over all the land of
Egypt. 44 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I am
Pharaoh. Without you, no man shall lift
up his hand or his foot in all the land of
Egypt.” 45 Pharaoh called Joseph’s name
Zaphenath-Paneah. He gave him Asenath,
the daughter of Potiphera priest of On as
a wife. Joseph went out over the land of
Egypt.

46 Joseph was thirty years old when he
stood before Pharaoh king of Egypt. Joseph
went out from the presence of Pharaoh,
and went throughout all the land of Egypt.
47 In the seven plenteous years the earth
produced abundantly. 48 He gathered up
all the food of the seven years which were
in the land of Egypt, and laid up the food
in the cities. He stored food in each city
from the fields around that city. 49 Joseph
laid up grain as the sand of the sea, very
much, until he stopped counting, for it was
without number. 50 To Joseph were born
two sons before the year of famine came,
whom Asenath, the daughter of Potiphera
priest of On, bore to him. 51 Joseph called
the name of the firstbornManasseh,* “For”,
he said, “Godhasmademe forget allmy toil,
and all my father’s house.” 52 The name of
the second, he called Ephraim:† “For God
has made me fruitful in the land of my
affliction.”

53 The seven years of plenty, that were in
the land of Egypt, came to an end. 54 The
seven years of famine began to come, just
as Joseph had said. There was famine in
all lands, but in all the land of Egypt there
was bread. 55 When all the land of Egypt
was famished, the people cried to Pharaoh
for bread, and Pharaoh said to all the Egyp-
tians, “Go to Joseph. What he says to you,
do.” 56 The famine was over all the surface
of the earth. Joseph opened all the store
houses, and sold to the Egyptians. The
famine was severe in the land of Egypt.
57 All countries came into Egypt, to Joseph,
tobuygrain, because the faminewas severe
in all the earth.

* 41:51 “Manasseh” sounds like the Hebrew for “forget”. † 41:52 “Ephraim” sounds like the Hebrew for “twice
fruitful”.
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42
1 Now Jacob saw that there was grain in

Egypt, and Jacob said to his sons, “Why
do you look at one another?” 2 He said,
“Behold, I have heard that there is grain
in Egypt. Go down there, and buy for us
from there, so that we may live, and not
die.” 3 Joseph’s ten brothers went down to
buy grain from Egypt. 4 But Jacob didn’t
send Benjamin, Joseph’s brother, with his
brothers; for he said, “Lest perhaps harm
happen to him.” 5 The sons of Israel came
to buy among those who came, for the
famine was in the land of Canaan. 6 Joseph
was the governor over the land. It was
he who sold to all the people of the land.
Joseph’s brothers came, and bowed them-
selves down to him with their faces to the
earth. 7 Joseph saw his brothers, and he
recognized them, but acted like a stranger
to them, and spoke roughly with them. He
said to them, “Where did you come from?”
They said, “From the land of Canaan, to

buy food.”
8 Joseph recognizedhis brothers, but they

didn’t recognize him. 9 Joseph remembered
the dreams which he dreamed about them,
and said to them, “You are spies! You have
come to see the nakedness of the land.”

10They said tohim, “No,my lord, but your
servants have come to buy food. 11We are
all oneman’s sons;wearehonestmen. Your
servants are not spies.”

12 He said to them, “No, but you have
come to see the nakedness of the land!”

13 They said, “We, your servants, are
twelve brothers, the sons of oneman in the
land of Canaan; and behold, the youngest is
today with our father, and one is nomore.”

14 Joseph said to them, “It is like I told you,
saying, ‘You are spies!’ 15 By this you shall
be tested. By the life of Pharaoh, you shall
not go out from here, unless your youngest
brother comes here. 16 Send one of you,
and let him get your brother, and you shall
be bound, that your words may be tested,
whether there is truth in you, or else by the
life of Pharaoh surely you are spies.” 17He
put them all together into custody for three
days.

18 Joseph said to them the third day, “Do
this, and live, for I fear God. 19 If you are
honest men, then let one of your brothers
be bound in your prison; but you go, carry
grain for the famineofyourhouses. 20Bring
your youngest brother to me; so will your
words be verified, and youwon’t die.”
They did so. 21 They said to one an-

other, “We are certainly guilty concerning
our brother, in that we saw the distress

of his soul, when he begged us, and we
wouldn’t listen. Therefore this distress has
come upon us.” 22 Reuben answered them,
saying, “Didn’t I tell you, saying, ‘Don’t sin
against the child,’ and you wouldn’t lis-
ten? Therefore also, behold, his blood is re-
quired.” 23Theydidn’t knowthat Josephun-
derstood them; for therewas an interpreter
between them. 24He turned himself away
from them, and wept. Then he returned to
them, and spoke to them, and took Simeon
from among them, and bound him before
their eyes. 25Then Joseph gave a command
to fill their bags with grain, and to restore
eachman’smoney into his sack, and to give
them food for the way. So it was done to
them.

26 They loaded their donkeys with their
grain, and departed from there. 27 As one
of them opened his sack to give his donkey
food in the lodging place, he sawhismoney.
Behold, it was in the mouth of his sack.
28 He said to his brothers, “My money is
restored! Behold, it is in my sack!” Their
hearts failed them, and they turned trem-
bling to one another, saying, “What is this
that God has done to us?” 29 They came to
Jacob their father, to the land of Canaan,
and told himall that hadhappened to them,
saying, 30 “The man, the lord of the land,
spoke roughlywith us, and took us for spies
of the country. 31 We said to him, ‘We are
honest men. We are no spies. 32 We are
twelve brothers, sons of our father; one is
nomore, and the youngest is todaywith our
father in the land of Canaan.’ 33 The man,
the lord of the land, said to us, ‘By this I will
know that you are honestmen: leave one of
your brothers with me, and take grain for
the famine of yourhouses, and go yourway.
34Bring your youngest brother to me. Then
I will know that you are not spies, but that
you are honest men. So I will deliver your
brother to you, and you shall trade in the
land.’ ”

35 As they emptied their sacks, behold,
each man’s bundle of money was in his
sack. When they and their father saw
their bundles of money, they were afraid.
36 Jacob, their father, said to them, “You
have bereavedmeofmy children! Joseph is
no more, Simeon is no more, and you want
to take Benjamin away. All these things are
against me.”

37Reuben spoke to his father, saying, “Kill
my two sons, if I don’t bring him to you.
Entrust him tomy care, and Iwill bring him
to you again.”

38He said, “Myson shall not godownwith
you; for his brother is dead, and he only is

* 42:38 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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left. If harm happens to him along the way
in which you go, then you will bring down
my gray hairs with sorrow to Sheol.”*

43
1 The famine was severe in the land.

2When they had eaten up the grain which
they had brought out of Egypt, their father
said to them, “Go again, buy us a little more
food.”

3 Judah spoke to him, saying, “The man
solemnly warned us, saying, ‘You shall not
see my face, unless your brother is with
you.’ 4 If you’ll send our brother with us,
we’ll go down and buy you food; 5but if you
don’t send him, we won’t go down, for the
man said to us, ‘You shall not see my face,
unless your brother is with you.’ ”

6 Israel said, “Why did you treat me so
badly, telling theman that you had another
brother?”

7They said, “The man asked directly con-
cerning ourselves, and concerning our rel-
atives, saying, ‘Is your father still alive?
Have you another brother?’ We just an-
swered his questions. Is there any way we
could know that he would say, ‘Bring your
brother down’?”

8 Judah said to Israel, his father, “Send the
boywithme, andwe’ll get up and go, so that
wemay live, and not die, both we, and you,
and also our little ones. 9 I’ll be collateral
for him. From my hand will you require
him. If I don’t bring him to you, and set
him before you, then let me bear the blame
forever; 10 for if we hadn’t delayed, surely
we would have returned a second time by
now.”

11 Their father, Israel, said to them, “If
it must be so, then do this: Take from the
choice fruits of the land in your bags, and
carry down a present for the man, a little
balm, a little honey, spices andmyrrh, nuts,
and almonds; 12 and take double money in
your hand, and take back the money that
was returned in the mouth of your sacks.
Perhaps it was an oversight. 13 Take your
brother also, get up, and return to the man.
14MayGodAlmighty give youmercy before
the man, that he may release to you your
other brother and Benjamin. If I am be-
reaved of my children, I am bereaved.”

15 The men took that present, and they
took double money in their hand, and Ben-
jamin; and got up, went down to Egypt, and
stood before Joseph. 16 When Joseph saw
Benjaminwith them, he said to the steward
of his house, “Bring themen into the house,
andbutcherananimal, andprepare; for the
menwill dine withme at noon.”

17 The man did as Joseph commanded,
and the man brought the men to Joseph’s

house. 18 The men were afraid, because
they were brought to Joseph’s house; and
they said, “Because of the money that was
returned in our sacks the first time, we’re
brought in; that he may seek occasion
against us, attack us, and seize us as slaves,
alongwith ourdonkeys.” 19They camenear
to the steward of Joseph’s house, and they
spoke to him at the door of the house, 20and
said, “Oh, my lord, we indeed came down
the first time to buy food. 21Whenwe came
to the lodging place, we opened our sacks,
and behold, each man’s money was in the
mouth of his sack, ourmoney in fullweight.
We have brought it back in our hand. 22We
have brought down other money in our
hand to buy food. We don’t know who put
ourmoney in our sacks.”

23 He said, “Peace be to you. Don’t be
afraid. Your God, and the God of your fa-
ther, has given you treasure in your sacks. I
received your money.” He brought Simeon
out to them. 24 The man brought the men
into Joseph’s house, and gave them wa-
ter, and they washed their feet. He gave
their donkeys fodder. 25 They prepared the
present for Joseph’s coming at noon, for
theyheard that they should eat bread there.

26When Joseph camehome, they brought
him the present which was in their hand
into the house, and bowed themselves
down to the earth before him. 27He asked
them of their welfare, and said, “Is your fa-
ther well, the old man of whom you spoke?
Is he yet alive?”

28 They said, “Your servant, our father, is
well. He is still alive.” They bowed down
humbly. 29 He lifted up his eyes, and saw
Benjamin, his brother, his mother’s son,
and said, “Is this your youngest brother, of
whom you spoke to me?” He said, “God be
gracious to you, my son.” 30 Joseph hurried,
for his heart yearned over his brother; and
he sought a place to weep. He entered into
his room, and wept there. 31He washed his
face, and came out. He controlled himself,
and said, “Serve themeal.”

32 They served him by himself, and them
by themselves, and the Egyptians who ate
with him by themselves, because the Egyp-
tians don’t eat with the Hebrews, for that is
an abomination to the Egyptians. 33 They
sat before him, the firstborn according to
his birthright, and the youngest according
to his youth, and the men marveled with
one another. 34 He sent portions to them
from before him, but Benjamin’s portion
was five times as much as any of theirs.
They drank, and weremerry with him.

44
1 He commanded the steward of his
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house, saying, “Fill the men’s sacks with
food, as much as they can carry, and put
eachman’smoney inhis sack’smouth. 2Put
my cup, the silver cup, in the sack’s mouth
of the youngest, with his grain money.” He
did according to the word that Joseph had
spoken. 3As soon as the morning was light,
the men were sent away, they and their
donkeys. 4When they had gone out of the
city, and were not yet far off, Joseph said
to his steward, “Up, follow after the men.
When you overtake them, ask them, ‘Why
have you rewarded evil for good? 5 Isn’t
this that fromwhichmy lord drinks, and by
which he indeed divines? You have done
evil in so doing.’ ” 6He overtook them, and
he spoke these words to them.

7 They said to him, “Why does my lord
speak such words as these? Far be it from
your servants that they should do such a
thing! 8Behold, themoney, whichwe found
in our sacks’ mouths, we brought again to
you out of the land of Canaan. How then
should we steal silver or gold out of your
lord’s house? 9 With whomever of your
servants it is found, let him die, andwe also
will be my lord’s slaves.”

10He said, “Now also let it be according to
your words. He with whom it is found will
be my slave; and youwill be blameless.”

11 Then they hurried, and each man took
his sack down to the ground, and each
man opened his sack. 12 He searched, be-
ginning with the oldest, and ending at the
youngest. The cupwas found in Benjamin’s
sack. 13 Then they tore their clothes, and
each man loaded his donkey, and returned
to the city.

14 Judahandhisbrothers came to Joseph’s
house, and he was still there. They fell
on the ground before him. 15 Joseph said
to them, “What deed is this that you have
done? Don’t you know that such a man as
I can indeed do divination?”

16 Judah said, “What will we tell my lord?
What will we speak? How will we clear
ourselves? God has found out the iniquity
of your servants. Behold, we are my lord’s
slaves, both we and he also in whose hand
the cup is found.”

17He said, “Far be it fromme that I should
do so. The man in whose hand the cup is
found, he will be my slave; but as for you,
go up in peace to your father.”

18Then Judah camenear to him, and said,
“Oh, my lord, please let your servant speak
a word in my lord’s ears, and don’t let your
anger burn against your servant; for you
are even as Pharaoh. 19My lord asked his
servants, saying, ‘Have you a father, or a

brother?’ 20 We said to my lord, ‘We have
a father, an old man, and a child of his old
age, a little one; andhis brother is dead, and
he alone is left of his mother; and his father
loves him.’ 21 You said to your servants,
‘Bring him down to me, that I may set my
eyes on him.’ 22 We said to my lord, ‘The
boy can’t leave his father, for if he should
leavehis father, his fatherwould die.’ 23You
said to your servants, ‘Unless your youngest
brother comes down with you, you will see
my face no more.’ 24 When we came up
to your servant my father, we told him the
words of my lord. 25 Our father said, ‘Go
again and buy us a little food.’ 26We said,
‘We can’t go down. If our youngest brother
iswithus, thenwewill godown: forwemay
not see the man’s face, unless our youngest
brother is with us.’ 27 Your servant, my
father, said to us, ‘You know that my wife
bore me two sons. 28 One went out from
me, and I said, “Surely he is torn in pieces;”
and I haven’t seen him since. 29 If you take
this one also from me, and harm happens
to him, you will bring down my gray hairs
with sorrow to Sheol.’* 30 Now therefore
when I come to your servant my father,
and the boy is not with us; since his life is
bound up in the boy’s life; 31 it will happen,
when he sees that the boy is no more, that
he will die. Your servants will bring down
the gray hairs of your servant, our father,
with sorrow to Sheol.† 32 For your servant
became collateral for the boy to my father,
saying, ‘If I don’t bring him to you, then I
will bear the blame to my father forever.’
33 Now therefore, please let your servant
stay instead of the boy, my lord’s slave; and
let the boy go up with his brothers. 34 For
howwill I go up tomy father, if the boy isn’t
with me?—lest I see the evil that will come
onmy father.”

45
1Then Joseph couldn’t control himself be-

fore all those who stood before him, and he
called out, “Cause everyone to go out from
me!” No one else stood with him, while
Josephmadehimself knowntohisbrothers.
2He wept aloud. The Egyptians heard, and
thehouse of Pharaohheard. 3 Joseph said to
his brothers, “I am Joseph! Does my father
still live?”
His brothers couldn’t answer him; for

theywere terrified at his presence. 4 Joseph
said to his brothers, “Come near to me,
please.”
They came near. He said, “I am Joseph,

your brother, whom you sold into Egypt.
5 Now don’t be grieved, nor angry with

* 44:29 Sheol is the place of the dead. † 44:31 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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yourselves, that you sold me here, for God
sent me before you to preserve life. 6 For
these two years the famine has been in the
land, and there are yet five years, in which
there will be no plowing and no harvest.
7 God sent me before you to preserve for
you a remnant in the earth, and to save
you alive by a great deliverance. 8 So now
it wasn’t you who sent me here, but God,
and he has made me a father to Pharaoh,
lord of all his house, and ruler over all
the land of Egypt. 9 Hurry, and go up to
my father, and tell him, ‘This is what your
son Joseph says, “God has made me lord of
all Egypt. Come down to me. Don’t wait.
10You shall dwell in the land of Goshen, and
you will be near to me, you, your children,
your children’s children, your flocks, your
herds, and all that you have. 11 There I
will provide for you; for there are yet five
years of famine; lest you come to poverty,
you, and your household, and all that you
have.” ’ 12 Behold, your eyes see, and the
eyes of my brother Benjamin, that it is my
mouth that speaks to you. 13 You shall tell
my father of all my glory in Egypt, and of
all that you have seen. You shall hurry and
bring my father down here.” 14 He fell on
his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, and
Benjamin wept on his neck. 15He kissed all
his brothers, and wept on them. After that
his brothers talked with him.

16The report of it was heard in Pharaoh’s
house, saying, “Joseph’s brothers have
come.” It pleased Pharaoh well, and his
servants. 17 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Tell
your brothers, ‘Do this: Load your animals,
and go, travel to the land of Canaan. 18Take
your father andyourhouseholds, and come
to me, and I will give you the good of the
land of Egypt, and you will eat the fat of
the land.’ 19Now you are commanded to do
this: Take wagons out of the land of Egypt
for your little ones, and for your wives, and
bring your father, and come. 20 Also, don’t
concern yourselves about your belongings,
for thegoodofall the landofEgypt is yours.”

21 The sons of Israel did so. Joseph gave
them wagons, according to the command-
ment of Pharaoh, and gave them provision
for the way. 22 He gave each one of them
changes of clothing, but to Benjamin he
gave three hundred pieces of silver andfive
changes of clothing. 23He sent the follow-
ing to his father: ten donkeys loaded with
the good things of Egypt, and ten female
donkeys loaded with grain and bread and
provision for his father by the way. 24 So he
sent his brothers away, and they departed.
He said to them, “See that you don’t quarrel
on the way.”

25 They went up out of Egypt, and came
into the land of Canaan, to Jacob their fa-
ther. 26 They told him, saying, “Joseph is
still alive, and he is ruler over all the land
of Egypt.” His heart fainted, for he didn’t
believe them. 27They told himall thewords
of Joseph,which he had said to them. When
he saw thewagonswhich Josephhad sent to
carry him, the spirit of Jacob, their father,
revived. 28 Israel said, “It is enough. Joseph
my son is still alive. I will go and see him
before I die.”

46
1 Israel traveled with all that he had, and

came toBeersheba, andoffered sacrifices to
the God of his father, Isaac. 2 God spoke to
Israel in the visions of the night, and said,
“Jacob, Jacob!”
He said, “Here I am.”
3He said, “I am God, the God of your fa-

ther. Don’t be afraid to go down into Egypt,
for there Iwillmakeofyouagreatnation. 4 I
will go downwith you into Egypt. I will also
surely bring you up again. Joseph’s hand
will close your eyes.”

5 Jacob rose up from Beersheba, and the
sons of Israel carried Jacob, their father,
their little ones, and their wives, in the
wagons which Pharaoh had sent to carry
him. 6 They took their livestock, and their
goods, which they had gotten in the land of
Canaan, and came into Egypt—Jacob, and
all his offspring with him, 7 his sons, and
his sons’ sons with him, his daughters, and
his sons’ daughters, and he brought all his
offspring with him into Egypt.

8 These are the names of the children
of Israel, who came into Egypt, Jacob and
his sons: Reuben, Jacob’s firstborn. 9 The
sons of Reuben: Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron,
and Carmi. 10 The sons of Simeon: Jemuel,
Jamin, Ohad, Jachin, Zohar, and Shaul the
son of a Canaanite woman. 11 The sons of
Levi: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. 12 The
sons of Judah: Er, Onan, Shelah, Perez, and
Zerah; but Er and Onan died in the land of
Canaan. The sonsofPerezwereHezronand
Hamul. 13The sonsof Issachar: Tola, Puvah,
Iob, and Shimron. 14 The sons of Zebulun:
Sered, Elon, and Jahleel. 15 These are the
sons of Leah, whom she bore to Jacob in
Paddan Aram, with his daughter Dinah. All
the souls of his sons andhis daughterswere
thirty-three. 16 The sons of Gad: Ziphion,
Haggi, Shuni, Ezbon, Eri, Arodi, and Areli.
17 The sons of Asher: Imnah, Ishvah, Ishvi,
Beriah, and Serah their sister. The sons
of Beriah: Heber and Malchiel. 18 These
are the sons of Zilpah, whom Laban gave
to Leah, his daughter, and these she bore
to Jacob, even sixteen souls. 19 The sons of
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Rachel, Jacob’s wife: Joseph and Benjamin.
20 To Joseph in the land of Egypt were born
Manasseh and Ephraim, whom Asenath,
thedaughterofPotiphera, priest ofOn, bore
to him. 21 The sons of Benjamin: Bela,
Becher, Ashbel, Gera, Naaman, Ehi, Rosh,
Muppim,Huppim, andArd. 22These are the
sons of Rachel, who were born to Jacob: all
the souls were fourteen. 23 The son of Dan:
Hushim. 24 The sons of Naphtali: Jahzeel,
Guni, Jezer, and Shillem. 25 These are the
sons of Bilhah,whomLaban gave to Rachel,
his daughter, and these she bore to Jacob:
all the soulswere seven. 26All the soulswho
came with Jacob into Egypt, who were his
direct offspring, in addition to Jacob’s sons’
wives, all the souls were sixty-six. 27 The
sons of Joseph, who were born to him in
Egypt, were two souls. All the souls of the
house of Jacob, who came into Egypt, were
seventy.

28 Jacob sent Judah before him to Joseph,
to show the way before him to Goshen, and
they came into the landofGoshen. 29 Joseph
prepared his chariot, and went up to meet
Israel, his father, in Goshen. He presented
himself to him, and fell on his neck, and
wept on his neck a goodwhile. 30 Israel said
to Joseph, “Now letmedie, since I have seen
your face, that you are still alive.”

31 Joseph said to his brothers, and to his
father’s house, “I will go up, and speakwith
Pharaoh, and will tell him, ‘My brothers,
andmyfather’shouse,whowere in the land
of Canaan, have come to me. 32 These men
are shepherds, for they have been keepers
of livestock, and they have brought their
flocks, and their herds, and all that they
have.’ 33 It will happen, when Pharaoh
summons you, and will say, ‘What is your
occupation?’ 34 that you shall say, ‘Your ser-
vants have been keepers of livestock from
our youth even until now, both we, and our
fathers:’ that you may dwell in the land of
Goshen; for every shepherd is an abomina-
tion to the Egyptians.”

47
1 Then Joseph went in and told Pharaoh,

and said, “My father and my brothers,
with their flocks, their herds, and all that
they own, have come out of the land of
Canaan; and behold, they are in the land
of Goshen.” 2 From among his brothers
he took five men, and presented them to
Pharaoh. 3 Pharaoh said to his brothers,
“What is your occupation?”
They said to Pharaoh, “Your servants

are shepherds, both we, and our fathers.”
4They also said to Pharaoh, “We have come
to live as foreigners in the land, for there is
no pasture for your servants’flocks. For the

famine is severe in the landof Canaan. Now
therefore, please let your servants dwell in
the land of Goshen.”

5 Pharaoh spoke to Joseph, saying, “Your
father and your brothers have come to you.
6 The land of Egypt is before you. Make
your father and your brothers dwell in the
best of the land. Let them dwell in the
land of Goshen. If you know any able men
among them, then put them in charge ofmy
livestock.”

7 Joseph brought in Jacob, his father, and
set him before Pharaoh; and Jacob blessed
Pharaoh. 8Pharaoh said to Jacob, “How old
are you?”

9 Jacob said to Pharaoh, “The years of my
pilgrimage are one hundred thirty years.
The days of the years of my life have been
few and evil. They have not attained to the
days of the years of the life of my fathers
in the days of their pilgrimage.” 10 Jacob
blessed Pharaoh, and went out from the
presence of Pharaoh.

11 Joseph placed his father and his broth-
ers, and gave them a possession in the land
of Egypt, in the best of the land, in the land
of Rameses, as Pharaoh had commanded.
12 Joseph provided his father, his brothers,
andall of his father’s householdwithbread,
according to the sizes of their families.

13 There was no bread in all the land; for
the faminewas very severe, so that the land
of Egypt and the land of Canaan fainted by
reason of the famine. 14 Joseph gathered up
all the money that was found in the land
of Egypt, and in the land of Canaan, for
the grain which they bought: and Joseph
brought the money into Pharaoh’s house.
15When themoneywas all spent in the land
of Egypt, and in the land of Canaan, all the
Egyptians came to Joseph, and said, “Give
us bread, for why should we die in your
presence? For ourmoney fails.”

16 Joseph said, “Give me your livestock;
and I will give you food for your livestock,
if yourmoney is gone.”

17 They brought their livestock to Joseph,
and Joseph gave them bread in exchange
for thehorses, and for theflocks, and for the
herds, and for thedonkeys: andhe fed them
with bread in exchange for all their live-
stock for that year. 18When that year was
ended, they came to him the second year,
and said to him, “Wewill not hide frommy
lord how our money is all spent, and the
herds of livestock are my lord’s. There is
nothing left in the sight of my lord, but our
bodies, and our lands. 19 Why should we
die before your eyes, bothwe and our land?
Buy us and our land for bread, and we and
our land will be servants to Pharaoh. Give
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us seed, that we may live, and not die, and
that the land won’t be desolate.”

20 So Joseph bought all the land of Egypt
for Pharaoh, for every man of the Egyp-
tians sold his field, because the famine
was severe on them, and the land became
Pharaoh’s. 21 As for the people, he moved
them to the cities from one end of the bor-
der of Egypt even to the other end of it.
22Only he didn’t buy the land of the priests,
for the priests had a portion from Pharaoh,
and ate their portion which Pharaoh gave
them. That iswhy theydidn’t sell their land.
23 Then Joseph said to the people, “Behold,
I have bought you and your land today for
Pharaoh. Behold, here is seed for you, and
you shall sow the land. 24 It will happen at
the harvests, that you shall give a fifth to
Pharaoh, and four parts will be your own,
for seed of the field, for your food, for them
of your households, and for food for your
little ones.”

25 They said, “You have saved our lives!
Let us find favor in the sight ofmy lord, and
wewill be Pharaoh’s servants.”

26 Joseph made it a statute concerning
the land of Egypt to this day, that Pharaoh
should have the fifth. Only the land of the
priests alone didn’t become Pharaoh’s.

27 Israel lived in the land of Egypt, in the
land of Goshen; and they got themselves
possessions therein, and were fruitful, and
multiplied exceedingly. 28 Jacob lived in the
land of Egypt seventeen years. So the days
of Jacob, the years of his life, were one hun-
dred forty-seven years. 29 The time came
near that Israel must die, and he called his
son Joseph, and said to him, “If now I have
found favor in your sight, please put your
hand under my thigh, and deal kindly and
truly with me. Please don’t bury me in
Egypt, 30 but when I sleep with my fathers,
you shall carry me out of Egypt, and bury
me in their burying place.”
Joseph said, “I will do as you have said.”
31 Israel said, “Swear tome,”andheswore

to him. Then Israel bowed himself on the
bed’s head.

48
1 After these things, someone said to

Joseph, “Behold, your father is sick.” He
took with him his two sons, Manasseh and
Ephraim. 2 Someone told Jacob, and said,
“Behold, your son Joseph comes to you,”
and Israel strengthened himself, and sat
on the bed. 3 Jacob said to Joseph, “God
Almighty appeared tome at Luz in the land
of Canaan, and blessed me, 4 and said to
me, ‘Behold, I will make you fruitful, and
multiply you, and I will make of you a com-
pany of peoples, and will give this land to

your offspring after you for an everlasting
possession.’ 5Nowyour two sons,whowere
born to you in the land of Egypt before I
came to you into Egypt, are mine; Ephraim
andManasseh, evenasReubenandSimeon,
will be mine. 6 Your offspring, whom you
become the father of after them, will be
yours. They will be called after the name of
their brothers in their inheritance. 7As for
me, when I came from Paddan, Rachel died
besideme in the land of Canaan on theway,
when there was still some distance to come
to Ephrath, and I buried her there on the
way to Ephrath (also called Bethlehem).”

8 Israel saw Joseph’s sons, and said, “Who
are these?”

9 Joseph said to his father, “They are my
sons, whomGod has givenme here.”
He said, “Please bring them to me, and I

will bless them.” 10 Now the eyes of Israel
were dim for age, so that he couldn’t see
well. Joseph brought them near to him;
and he kissed them, and embraced them.
11 Israel said to Joseph, “I didn’t think I
would see your face, and behold, God has
let me see your offspring also.” 12 Joseph
brought them out from between his knees,
and he bowed himself with his face to the
earth. 13 Joseph took them both, Ephraim
in his right hand toward Israel’s left hand,
and Manasseh in his left hand toward Is-
rael’s right hand, and brought them near to
him. 14 Israel stretched out his right hand,
and laid it on Ephraim’s head, who was the
younger, and his left hand on Manasseh’s
head, guiding his hands knowingly, for
Manasseh was the firstborn. 15He blessed
Joseph, and said,
“The God before whom my fathers Abra-

ham and Isaac walked,
the God who has fed me all my life long to

this day,
16 the angel who has redeemed me from all

evil, bless the lads,
and let my name be named on them,
and the name of my fathers Abraham and

Isaac.
Let them grow into a multitude upon the

earth.”
17 When Joseph saw that his father laid

his right hand on the head of Ephraim, it
displeased him. He held up his father’s
hand, to remove it from Ephraim’s head
to Manasseh’s head. 18 Joseph said to his
father, “Not so, my father, for this is the
firstborn. Put your right hand on his head.”

19 His father refused, and said, “I know,
my son, I know. He also will become a
people, and he also will be great. However,
his younger brotherwill be greater thanhe,
and his offspring will become a multitude
of nations.” 20 He blessed them that day,



Genesis 48:21 42 Genesis 49:27

saying, “Israelwill bless in you, saying, ‘God
make you as Ephraim and as Manasseh’ ”
He set Ephraim before Manasseh. 21 Israel
said to Joseph, “Behold, I am dying, but
God will be with you, and bring you again
to the land of your fathers. 22 Moreover I
have given to you one portion above your
brothers, which I took out of the handof the
Amorite withmy sword andwithmy bow.”

49
1 Jacob called to his sons, and said:

“Gather yourselves together, that I may tell
you that which will happen to you in the
days to come.
2 Assemble yourselves, and hear, you sons

of Jacob.
Listen to Israel, your father.

3 “Reuben, you are my firstborn, my might,
and the beginning of my strength,

excelling in dignity, and excelling in
power.

4Boiling over likewater, you shall not excel,
because you went up to your father’s
bed,

thendefiled it. Hewent up tomy couch.

5 “Simeon and Levi are brothers.
Their swords are weapons of violence.

6My soul, don’t come into their council.
My glory, don’t be united to their as-
sembly;

for in their anger they killedmen.
In their self-will they hamstrung cattle.

7Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce;
and their wrath, for it was cruel.

I will divide them in Jacob,
and scatter them in Israel.

8 “Judah, your brothers will praise you.
Your hand will be on the neck of your
enemies.

Your father’s sons will bow down be-
fore you.

9 Judah is a lion’s cub.
From the prey, my son, you have gone
up.

He stooped down, he crouched as a lion,
as a lioness.
Whowill rouse him up?

10The scepter will not depart from Judah,
nor the ruler’s staff from between his
feet,

until he comes to whom it belongs.
The obedience of the peoples will be to
him.

11Binding his foal to the vine,
his donkey’s colt to the choice vine,

he has washed his garments in wine,
his robes in the blood of grapes.

12His eyes will be red with wine,

his teeth white withmilk.

13 “Zebulun will dwell at the haven of the
sea.

He will be for a haven of ships.
His border will be on Sidon.

14 “Issachar is a strong donkey,
lying down between the saddlebags.

15He saw a resting place, that it was good,
the land, that it was pleasant.

He bows his shoulder to the burden,
and becomes a servant doing forced
labor.

16 “Danwill judge his people,
as one of the tribes of Israel.

17Danwill be a serpent on the trail,
an adder in the path,

that bites the horse’s heels,
so that his rider falls backward.

18 I have waited for your salvation, LORD.

19 “A troop will press on Gad,
but he will press on their heel.

20 “Asher’s food will be rich.
He will produce royal dainties.

21 “Naphtali is a doe set free,
who bears beautiful fawns.

22 “Joseph is a fruitful vine,
a fruitful vine by a spring.
His branches run over the wall.

23The archers have severely grieved him,
shot at him, and persecuted him:

24But his bow remained strong.
The arms of his hands were made
strong,

by thehandsof theMightyOneof Jacob,
(from there is the shepherd, the stone
of Israel),

25 even by the God of your father, who will
help you,

by the Almighty, who will bless you,
with blessings of heaven above,

blessings of the deep that lies below,
blessings of the breasts, and of the
womb.

26 The blessings of your father have pre-
vailed above the blessings of my an-
cestors,

above the boundaries of the ancient
hills.

They will be on the head of Joseph,
on the crown of the head of himwho is
separated from his brothers.

27 “Benjamin is a ravenous wolf.
In themorning hewill devour the prey.
At evening he will divide the plunder.”
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28All these are the twelve tribes of Israel,
and this is what their father spoke to them,
and blessed them. He blessed everyone
according to his own blessing. 29 He in-
structed them, and said to them, “I am to
be gathered to my people. Bury me with
my fathers in the cave that is in the field
of Ephron the Hittite, 30 in the cave that is
in the field of Machpelah, which is before
Mamre, in the land of Canaan, which Abra-
ham bought with the field from Ephron
the Hittite as a burial place. 31 There they
buried Abraham and Sarah, his wife. There
they buried Isaac and Rebekah, his wife,
and there I buried Leah: 32 the field and the
cave that is therein, which was purchased
from the children of Heth.” 33 When Ja-
cob finished charging his sons, he gathered
up his feet into the bed, breathed his last
breath, and was gathered to his people.

50
1 Joseph fell on his father’s face, wept on

him, and kissed him. 2 Joseph commanded
his servants, the physicians, to embalm his
father; and the physicians embalmed Is-
rael. 3Fortydayswereused forhim, for that
is how many days it takes to embalm. The
Egyptians wept for Israel for seventy days.

4When the days of weeping for himwere
past, Joseph spoke to Pharaoh’s staff, say-
ing, “If now I have found favor in your
eyes, please speak in the ears of Pharaoh,
saying, 5 ‘My father mademe swear, saying,
“Behold, I am dying. Bury me in my grave
which I have dug for myself in the land of
Canaan.” Now therefore, please let me go
up and bury my father, and I will come
again.’ ”

6 Pharaoh said, “Go up, and bury your
father, just like hemade you swear.”

7 Joseph went up to bury his father;
and with him went up all the servants of
Pharaoh, the elders of his house, all the
elders of the land of Egypt, 8all the house of
Joseph, his brothers, and his father’s house.
Only their little ones, their flocks, and their
herds, they left in the land of Goshen. 9Both
chariotsandhorsemenwentupwithhim. It
was a very great company. 10 They came to
the threshingfloor ofAtad,which is beyond
the Jordan, and there they lamented with
a very great and severe lamentation. He
mourned for his father sevendays. 11When
the inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites,
saw the mourning in the floor of Atad, they
said, “This is a grievous mourning by the
Egyptians.” Therefore its name was called
Abel Mizraim, which is beyond the Jordan.
12His sons did to him just as he commanded
them, 13 for his sons carried him into the
land of Canaan, and buried him in the cave

of the field of Machpelah, which Abraham
bought with the field, as a possession for
a burial site, from Ephron the Hittite, near
Mamre. 14 Joseph returned into Egypt—he,
and his brothers, and all that went up with
him to bury his father, after he had buried
his father.

15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their
father was dead, they said, “It may be that
Joseph will hate us, and will fully pay us
back for all the evil which we did to him.”
16 They sent a message to Joseph, saying,
“Your father commanded before he died,
saying, 17 ‘You shall tell Joseph, “Nowplease
forgive the disobedience of your brothers,
and their sin, because they did evil to you.” ’
Now, please forgive the disobedience of
the servants of the God of your father.”
Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18His
brothers alsowent and fell down before his
face; and they said, “Behold, we are your
servants.” 19 Joseph said to them, “Don’t
be afraid, for am I in the place of God?
20 As for you, you meant evil against me,
but God meant it for good, to save many
people alive, as is happening today. 21Now
therefore don’t be afraid. I will provide for
you and your little ones.” He comforted
them, and spoke kindly to them.

22 Joseph lived in Egypt, he, and his fa-
ther’s house. Joseph lived one hundred ten
years. 23 Joseph saw Ephraim’s children to
the third generation. The children also of
Machir, the son of Manasseh, were born
on Joseph’s knees. 24 Joseph said to his
brothers, “I am dying, but God will surely
visit you, and bring you up out of this land
to the land which he swore to Abraham, to
Isaac, and to Jacob.” 25 Joseph took an oath
from the children of Israel, saying, “God
will surely visit you, and you shall carry up
my bones from here.” 26 So Joseph died,
being one hundred ten years old, and they
embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin
in Egypt.
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The Second Book ofMoses,
Commonly Called

Exodus
1Now these are the names of the sons of

Israel,who came intoEgypt (everymanand
his household came with Jacob): 2 Reuben,
Simeon, Levi, and Judah, 3 Issachar, Zebu-
lun, and Benjamin, 4Dan andNaphtali, Gad
and Asher. 5 All the souls who came out of
Jacob’sbodywere seventy souls, and Joseph
was in Egypt already. 6 Joseph died, as
did all his brothers, and all that generation.
7 The children of Israel were fruitful, and
increased abundantly, and multiplied, and
grew exceedinglymighty; and the landwas
filled with them.

8Now there arose a new king over Egypt,
who didn’t know Joseph. 9 He said to his
people, “Behold,* the people of the children
of Israel are more and mightier than we.
10 Come, let’s deal wisely with them, lest
they multiply, and it happen that when any
war breaks out, they also join themselves
to our enemies and fight against us, and
escape out of the land.” 11 Therefore they
set taskmasters over them to afflict them
with their burdens. Theybuilt storage cities
for Pharaoh: Pithom and Raamses. 12 But
themore they afflicted them, themore they
multiplied and the more they spread out.
They started to dread the children of Israel.
13 The Egyptians ruthlessly made the chil-
dren of Israel serve, 14 and they made their
lives bitter with hard service inmortar and
in brick, and in all kinds of service in the
field, all their service, in which they ruth-
lessly made them serve.

15 The king of Egypt spoke to the He-
brew midwives, of whom the name of the
one was Shiphrah, and the name of the
other Puah, 16 and he said, “When you per-
form the duty of a midwife to the Hebrew
women, and see them on the birth stool, if
it is a son, then you shall kill him; but if it
is a daughter, then she shall live.” 17 But
the midwives feared God,† and didn’t do
what the king of Egypt commanded them,
but saved the baby boys alive. 18 The king
of Egypt called for the midwives, and said
to them, “Whyhave you done this thing and
saved the boys alive?”

19 The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Be-
cause the Hebrew women aren’t like the
Egyptian women; for they are vigorous

and give birth before the midwife comes to
them.”

20 God dealt well with the midwives,
and the people multiplied, and grew very
mighty. 21 Because the midwives feared
God, he gave them families. 22 Pharaoh
commanded all his people, saying, “You
shall cast every son who is born into the
river, and every daughter you shall save
alive.”

2
1 A man of the house of Levi went and

took a daughter of Levi as his wife. 2 The
woman conceived and bore a son. When
she saw that hewas afine child, shehidhim
three months. 3When she could no longer
hidehim, she tookapapyrusbasket forhim,
and coated it with tar and with pitch. She
put the child in it, and laid it in the reeds by
the river’s bank. 4His sister stood far off, to
seewhat would be done to him. 5Pharaoh’s
daughter came down to bathe at the river.
Hermaidenswalked along by the riverside.
She saw the basket among the reeds, and
sent her servant to get it. 6 She opened it,
and saw the child, and behold, the baby
cried. She had compassion on him, and
said, “This is one of the Hebrews’ children.”

7Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daugh-
ter, “Should I go and call a nurse for you
from the Hebrew women, that she may
nurse the child for you?”

8Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Go.”
The young woman went and called the

child’smother. 9Pharaoh’s daughter said to
her, “Take this child away, and nurse him
for me, and I will give you your wages.”
The woman took the child, and nursed

it. 10 The child grew, and she brought him
to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her
son. She named him Moses,* and said,
“Because I drew him out of the water.”

11 In those days, when Moses had grown
up, he went out to his brothers and saw
their burdens. He saw an Egyptian striking
a Hebrew, one of his brothers. 12He looked
this way and that way, and when he saw
that there was no one, he killed the Egyp-
tian, and hid him in the sand.

13 He went out the second day, and be-
hold, twomenof theHebrewswerefighting
with each other. He said to himwho did the
wrong, “Why do you strike your fellow?”

14He said, “Whomade you a prince and a
judgeoverus? Doyouplan to killme, as you
killed the Egyptian?”
Moses was afraid, and said, “Surely this

thing is known.” 15 Now when Pharaoh
* 1:9 “Behold”, from “”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection. † 1:17

The Hebrewword rendered “God” is “” (Elohim). * 2:10 “Moses” sounds like the Hebrew for “draw out”.
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heard this thing, he sought tokillMoses. But
Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh, and
lived in the land ofMidian, and he sat down
by a well.

16 Now the priest of Midian had seven
daughters. They came and drew water,
andfilled the troughs towater their father’s
flock. 17 The shepherds came and drove
them away; but Moses stood up and helped
them, andwatered theirflock. 18When they
came to Reuel, their father, he said, “How is
it that you have returned so early today?”

19 They said, “An Egyptian delivered us
out of the hand of the shepherds, andmore-
over he drewwater for us, andwatered the
flock.”

20He said to his daughters, “Where is he?
Why is it that you have left the man? Call
him, that hemay eat bread.”

21 Moses was content to dwell with the
man. He gave Moses Zipporah, his daugh-
ter. 22 She bore a son, and he named him
Gershom,† for he said, “I have lived as a
foreigner in a foreign land.”

23 In the course of those many days, the
kingofEgyptdied, and the childrenof Israel
sighed because of the bondage, and they
cried, and their cry cameup to God because
of the bondage. 24 God heard their groan-
ing, and God remembered his covenant
with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob.
25 God saw the children of Israel, and God
understood.

3
1 Now Moses was keeping the flock of

Jethro, his father-in-law, the priest of Mid-
ian, and he led the flock to the back of the
wilderness, and came to God’s mountain,
to Horeb. 2 The LORD’s* angel appeared to
him in a flame of fire out of the middle of
a bush. He looked, and behold, the bush
burned with fire, and the bush was not
consumed. 3 Moses said, “I will go now,
and see this great sight, why the bush is not
burned.”

4When the LORD saw that he came over
to see, God called to himout of themiddle of
the bush, and said, “Moses! Moses!”
He said, “Here I am.”
5He said, “Don’t come close. Take offyour

sandals, for the place you are standing on is
holy ground.” 6Moreover he said, “I am the
God of your father, the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”
Moses hid his face because he was afraid

to look at God.

7 The LORD said, “I have surely seen the
affliction of my people who are in Egypt,
and have heard their cry because of their
taskmasters, for I know their sorrows. 8 I
have come down to deliver them out of the
hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them
up out of that land to a good and large
land, to a landflowingwithmilk andhoney;
to the place of the Canaanite, the Hittite,
the Amorite, the Perizzite, the Hivite, and
the Jebusite. 9 Now, behold, the cry of the
children of Israel has come to me. More-
over I have seen the oppressionwithwhich
the Egyptians oppress them. 10 Come now
therefore, and I will send you to Pharaoh,
that youmay bringmy people, the children
of Israel, out of Egypt.”

11 Moses said to God, “Who am I, that
I should go to Pharaoh, and that I should
bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?”

12 He said, “Certainly I will be with you.
Thiswill be the token toyou, that I have sent
you: when you have brought the people
out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this
mountain.”

13 Moses said to God, “Behold, when I
come to the childrenof Israel, and tell them,
‘TheGodof your fathers has sentme to you,’
and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what
should I tell them?”

14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM,”
and he said, “You shall tell the children of
Israel this: ‘IAMhas sentme toyou.’ ” 15God
said moreover to Moses, “You shall tell the
children of Israel this, ‘The LORD,† the God
of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent
me to you.’ This is my name forever, and
this ismymemorial to all generations. 16Go
and gather the elders of Israel together,
and tell them, ‘The LORD, the God of your
fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and
of Jacob, hasappeared tome, saying, “I have
surely visited you, and seen that which is
done to you in Egypt. 17 I have said, I will
bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt
to the land of the Canaanite, the Hittite, the
Amorite, the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the
Jebusite, to a land flowing with milk and
honey.” ’ 18 They will listen to your voice.
You shall come, you and the elders of Israel,
to the king of Egypt, and you shall tell him,
‘The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, has
met with us. Now please let us go three
days’ journey into the wilderness, that we
may sacrifice to the LORD, our God.’ 19 I
know that the king of Egypt won’t give you

† 2:22 “Gershom” sounds like the Hebrew for “an alien there”. * 3:2 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS,
“LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”, usually pronounced Yahweh). † 3:15 LORD or
GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short form יה Yah.
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permission to go, no, not by a mighty hand.
20 I will reach out my hand and strike Egypt
with all mywonders which I will do among
them, and after that he will let you go. 21 I
will give this people favor in the sight of the
Egyptians, and itwill happen thatwhenyou
go, you shall not go empty-handed. 22 But
everywoman shall ask of her neighbor, and
of her who visits her house, jewels of silver,
jewels of gold, and clothing. You shall put
them on your sons, and on your daughters.
You shall plunder the Egyptians.”

4
1Moses answered, “But, behold, they will

not believe me, nor listen to my voice; for
they will say, ‘The LORD has not appeared
to you.’ ”

2 The LORD said to him, “What is that in
your hand?”
He said, “A rod.”
3He said, “Throw it on the ground.”
He threw it on the ground, and it became

a snake; andMoses ran away from it.
4 The LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out

your hand, and take it by the tail.”
He stretched out his hand, and took hold

of it, and it became a rod in his hand.
5 “This is so that theymay believe that the

LORD, the God of their fathers, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob, has appeared to you.” 6 The LORD
said furthermore to him, “Now put your
hand inside your cloak.”
He put his hand inside his cloak, and

when he took it out, behold, his hand was
leprous, as white as snow.

7 He said, “Put your hand inside your
cloak again.”
He put his hand inside his cloak again,

andwhenhe took it out of his cloak, behold,
it had turned again as his other flesh.

8 “It will happen, if they will not believe
you or listen to the voice of the first sign,
that they will believe the voice of the latter
sign. 9 It will happen, if theywill not believe
even these two signs or listen to your voice,
that you shall take of the water of the river,
and pour it on the dry land. The water
which you take out of the river will become
blood on the dry land.”

10Moses said to the LORD, “O Lord,* I am
not eloquent, neither before now, nor since
you have spoken to your servant; for I am
slow of speech, and of a slow tongue.”

11 The LORD said to him, “Who made
man’s mouth? Or who makes one mute,
or deaf, or seeing, or blind? Isn’t it I, the
LORD? 12 Now therefore go, and I will be

with your mouth, and teach you what you
shall speak.”

13 Moses said, “Oh, Lord, please send
someone else.”

14 The LORD’s anger burned against
Moses, and he said, “What about Aaron,
your brother, the Levite? I know that he
can speak well. Also, behold, he is coming
out to meet you. When he sees you, he will
be glad in his heart. 15 You shall speak to
him, and put the words in his mouth. I will
be with your mouth, and with his mouth,
and will teach you what you shall do. 16He
will be your spokesman to the people. It
will happen that he will be to you a mouth,
and you will be to him as God. 17 You shall
take this rod in your hand, with which you
shall do the signs.”

18Moses went and returned to Jethro his
father-in-law, and said to him, “Please let
me go and return tomybrotherswho are in
Egypt, and see whether they are still alive.”
Jethro said to Moses, “Go in peace.”
19 The LORD said to Moses in Midian,

“Go, return into Egypt; for all the men who
sought your life are dead.”

20Moses took his wife and his sons, and
set them on a donkey, and he returned to
the land of Egypt. Moses took God’s rod
in his hand. 21 The LORD said to Moses,
“When you go back into Egypt, see that you
do before Pharaoh all the wonders which
I have put in your hand, but I will harden
his heart and he will not let the people go.
22 You shall tell Pharaoh, ‘The LORD says,
Israel is my son, my firstborn, 23 and I have
said to you, “Let my son go, that he may
serve me;” and you have refused to let him
go. Behold, I will kill your firstborn son.’ ”

24On theway at a lodging place, the LORD
met Moses and wanted to kill him. 25 Then
Zipporah took a flint, and cut off the fore-
skin of her son, and cast it at his feet; and
she said, “Surely you are a bridegroom of
blood to me.”

26So he let him alone. Then she said, “You
are a bridegroom of blood,” because of the
circumcision.

27 The LORD said to Aaron, “Go into the
wilderness to meet Moses.”
He went, and met him on God’s moun-

tain, and kissed him. 28 Moses told Aaron
all the LORD’s words with which he had
sent him, and all the signs with which he
had instructed him. 29 Moses and Aaron
went and gathered together all the elders
of the children of Israel. 30Aaron spoke all
the words which the LORD had spoken to
Moses, and did the signs in the sight of the
people. 31 The people believed, and when

* 4:10 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai”.
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they heard that the LORD had visited the
childrenof Israel, and thathehadseen their
affliction, then they bowed their heads and
worshiped.

5
1Afterward Moses and Aaron came, and

said to Pharaoh, “This is what the LORD,
the God of Israel, says, ‘Let my people go,
that they may hold a feast to me in the
wilderness.’ ”

2 Pharaoh said, “Who is the LORD, that I
should listen to his voice to let Israel go? I
don’t know the LORD, and moreover I will
not let Israel go.”

3They said, “The God of the Hebrews has
met with us. Please let us go three days’
journey into thewilderness, and sacrifice to
the LORD, our God, lest he fall on us with
pestilence, or with the sword.”

4The king of Egypt said to them, “Why do
you,Moses andAaron, take thepeople from
their work? Get back to your burdens!”
5 Pharaoh said, “Behold, the people of the
land are now many, and you make them
rest from their burdens.” 6 The same day
Pharaoh commanded the taskmasters of
the people and their officers, saying, 7 “You
shall no longer give the people straw to
make brick, as before. Let them go and
gather straw for themselves. 8 You shall
require from themthenumberof thebricks
which they made before. You shall not
diminish anything of it, for they are idle.
Therefore they cry, saying, ‘Let’s go and
sacrifice to our God.’ 9 Let heavier work
be laid on the men, that they may labor in
it. Don’t let them pay any attention to lying
words.”

10The taskmasters of the peoplewent out
with their officers, and they spoke to the
people, saying, “This is what Pharaoh says:
‘I will not give you straw. 11Go yourselves,
get strawwhere you can find it, for nothing
ofyourworkshall bediminished.’ ” 12So the
people were scattered abroad throughout
all the land of Egypt to gather stubble for
straw. 13 The taskmasters were urgent say-
ing, “Fulfill your work quota daily, as when
there was straw!” 14The officers of the chil-
dren of Israel, whom Pharaoh’s taskmas-
ters had set over them, were beaten, and
wereasked, “Whyhaven’t you fulfilledyour
quota both yesterday and today, in making
brick as before?”

15 Then the officers of the children of
Israel came and cried to Pharaoh, saying,
“Why do you deal this way with your ser-
vants? 16No straw is given to your servants,
and they tell us, ‘Make brick!’ and behold,

your servants are beaten; but the fault is in
your own people.”

17 But Pharaoh said, “You are idle! You
are idle! Therefore you say, ‘Let’s go and
sacrifice to the LORD.’ 18Go therefore now,
andwork; fornostrawshall begiven toyou;
yet you shall deliver the same number of
bricks!”

19Theofficersof thechildrenof Israel saw
that they were in trouble when it was said,
“You shall not diminish anything fromyour
daily quota of bricks!”

20 They met Moses and Aaron, who stood
along the way, as they came out from
Pharaoh. 21 They said to them, “May the
LORD look at you and judge, because you
have made us a stench to be abhorred in
the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of his
servants, to put a sword in their hand to kill
us!”

22Moses returned to the LORD, and said,
“Lord, why have you brought trouble on
this people? Why is it that you have sent
me? 23For since I came to Pharaoh to speak
in your name, he has brought trouble on
this people. You have not rescued your
people at all!”

6
1The LORD said toMoses, “Now you shall

seewhat Iwill do toPharaoh, forbya strong
hand he shall let them go, and by a strong
hand he shall drive them out of his land.”

2God spoke to Moses, and said to him, “I
am the LORD. 3 I appeared to Abraham, to
Isaac, and to Jacob, as God Almighty; but
by my name the LORD* I was not known to
them. 4 I have also establishedmy covenant
with them, to give them the land of Canaan,
the land of their travels, inwhich they lived
as aliens. 5 Moreover I have heard the
groaning of the children of Israel, whom
the Egyptians keep in bondage, and I have
remembered my covenant. 6 Therefore tell
the children of Israel, ‘I am the LORD, and I
will bring you out from under the burdens
of the Egyptians, and I will rid you out
of their bondage, and I will redeem you
with an outstretched arm, and with great
judgments. 7 I will take you to myself for a
people. I will be your God; and you shall
know that I am the LORD your God, who
brings you out from under the burdens of
the Egyptians. 8 I will bring you into the
land which I swore to give to Abraham, to
Isaac, and to Jacob; and I will give it to you
for a heritage: I am the LORD.’ ”

* 6:3 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short
form יה Yah.
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9Moses spoke so to the children of Israel,
but they didn’t listen to Moses for anguish
of spirit, and for cruel bondage.

10TheLORDspoke toMoses, saying, 11“Go
in, speak to Pharaoh king of Egypt, that he
let the children of Israel go out of his land.”

12Moses spoke before the LORD, saying,
“Behold, the children of Israel haven’t lis-
tened to me. How then shall Pharaoh listen
to me, when I have uncircumcised lips?”
13 The LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron,
and gave them a command to the children
of Israel, and to Pharaoh king of Egypt, to
bring the children of Israel out of the land
of Egypt.

14 These are the heads of their fathers’
houses. The sons of Reuben the firstborn
of Israel: Hanoch, and Pallu, Hezron, and
Carmi; these are the families of Reuben.
15 The sons of Simeon: Jemuel, and Jamin,
andOhad, and Jachin, and Zohar, and Shaul
the sonof aCanaanitewoman; these are the
families of Simeon. 16 These are the names
of the sons of Levi according to their gener-
ations: Gershon, and Kohath, and Merari;
and the years of the life of Levi were one
hundred thirty-seven years. 17 The sons
of Gershon: Libni and Shimei, according
to their families. 18 The sons of Kohath:
Amram, and Izhar, andHebron, and Uzziel;
and the years of the life of Kohathwere one
hundred thirty-three years. 19 The sons of
Merari: Mahli and Mushi. These are the
families of the Levites according to their
generations. 20 Amram took Jochebed his
father’s sister to himself as wife; and she
bore him Aaron and Moses. The years
of the life of Amram were one hundred
thirty-seven years. 21 The sons of Izhar:
Korah, and Nepheg, and Zichri. 22 The sons
of Uzziel: Mishael, Elzaphan, and Sithri.
23Aaron took Elisheba, the daughter of Am-
minadab, the sister of Nahshon, as his wife;
andsheborehimNadabandAbihu, Eleazar
and Ithamar. 24 The sons of Korah: Assir,
Elkanah, and Abiasaph; these are the fam-
ilies of the Korahites. 25Eleazar Aaron’s son
took one of the daughters of Putiel as his
wife; and she bore him Phinehas. These
are the heads of the fathers’ houses of the
Levites according to their families. 26These
are that Aaron and Moses to whom the
LORD said, “Bring out the children of Israel
from the land of Egypt according to their
armies.” 27 These are those who spoke to
Pharaoh king of Egypt, to bring out the chil-
dren of Israel from Egypt. These are that
Moses and Aaron.

28 On the day when the LORD spoke to
Moses in the landof Egypt, 29TheLORD said
toMoses, “I am the LORD. Tell Pharaoh king
of Egypt all that I tell you.”

30 Moses said before the LORD, “Behold,
I am of uncircumcised lips, and how shall
Pharaoh listen to me?”

7
1The LORD said toMoses, “Behold, I have

made you as God to Pharaoh; and Aaron
your brother shall be your prophet. 2 You
shall speak all that I command you; and
Aaron your brother shall speak to Pharaoh,
that he let the children of Israel go out of
his land. 3 I will harden Pharaoh’s heart,
and multiply my signs and my wonders in
the land of Egypt. 4 But Pharaoh will not
listen to you, so I will laymy hand on Egypt,
and bring out my armies, my people the
children of Israel, out of the land of Egypt
by great judgments. 5 The Egyptians shall
know that I am the LORDwhen I stretch out
myhandonEgypt, andbring the childrenof
Israel out from among them.”

6 Moses and Aaron did so. As the LORD
commanded them, so they did. 7Moses was
eighty years old, and Aaron eighty-three
years old, when they spoke to Pharaoh.

8The LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron,
saying, 9 “When Pharaoh speaks to you,
saying, ‘Perform a miracle!’ then you shall
tell Aaron, ‘Take your rod, and cast it down
before Pharaoh, and it will become a ser-
pent.’ ”

10Moses and Aaron went in to Pharaoh,
and they did so, as the LORD had com-
manded. Aaron cast down his rod before
Pharaoh and before his servants, and it
became a serpent. 11 Then Pharaoh also
called for the wise men and the sorcerers.
They also, the magicians of Egypt, did the
same thing with their enchantments. 12For
they each cast down their rods, and theybe-
came serpents; but Aaron’s rod swallowed
up their rods. 13 Pharaoh’s heart was hard-
ened, and he didn’t listen to them, as the
LORD had spoken.

14 The LORD said to Moses, “Pharaoh’s
heart is stubborn. He refuses to let the
people go. 15Go to Pharaoh in themorning.
Behold, he is going out to the water. You
shall stand by the river’s bank to meet him.
You shall take the rod which was turned to
a serpent in your hand. 16You shall tell him,
‘TheLORD, theGodof theHebrews, has sent
me to you, saying, “Let my people go, that
they may serve me in the wilderness. Be-
hold, until nowyouhaven’t listened.” 17The
LORD says, “In this you shall know that I
am the LORD. Behold: I will strike with the
rod that is in my hand on the waters which
are in the river, and they shall be turned
to blood. 18 The fish that are in the river
will die and the river will become foul. The
Egyptians will loathe to drink water from
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the river.” ’ ” 19 The LORD said to Moses,
“Tell Aaron, ‘Take your rod, and stretch out
your hand over the waters of Egypt, over
their rivers, over their streams, and over
their pools, and over all their ponds of wa-
ter, that theymay become blood. There will
be blood throughout all the land of Egypt,
both in vessels of wood and in vessels of
stone.’ ”

20 Moses and Aaron did so, as the LORD
commanded; and he lifted up the rod, and
struck the waters that were in the river, in
the sight of Pharaoh, and in the sight of his
servants; and all thewaters thatwere in the
river were turned to blood. 21 The fish that
were in the river died. The river became
foul. The Egyptians couldn’t drink water
from the river. The blood was throughout
all the land of Egypt. 22 The magicians
of Egypt did the same thing with their en-
chantments. So Pharaoh’s heart was hard-
ened, and he didn’t listen to them, as the
LORD had spoken. 23 Pharaoh turned and
went into his house, and he didn’t even
take this to heart. 24 All the Egyptians dug
around the river forwater to drink; for they
couldn’t drink the river water. 25 Seven
days were fulfilled, after the LORD had
struck the river.

8
1 The LORD spoke to Moses, “Go in to

Pharaoh, and tell him, ‘This is what the
LORDsays, “Letmypeople go, that theymay
serve me. 2 If you refuse to let them go,
behold, I will plague all your borders with
frogs. 3 The river will swarm with frogs,
whichwill go up and come into your house,
and into your bedroom, and on your bed,
and into the house of your servants, and on
your people, and into your ovens, and into
your kneading troughs. 4 The frogs shall
come up both on you, and on your people,
and on all your servants.” ’ ” 5 The LORD
said toMoses, “Tell Aaron, ‘Stretch out your
handwith your rodover the rivers, over the
streams, andover thepools, andcause frogs
to come up on the land of Egypt.’ ” 6 Aaron
stretched out his hand over the waters of
Egypt; and the frogs came up, and covered
the land of Egypt. 7 The magicians did the
same thing with their enchantments, and
brought up frogs on the land of Egypt.

8 Then Pharaoh called for Moses and
Aaron, and said, “Entreat the LORD, that he
take away the frogs from me and from my
people; and Iwill let the people go, that they
may sacrifice to the LORD.”

9 Moses said to Pharaoh, “I give you the
honor of setting the time that I should pray
for you, and for your servants, and for your
people, that the frogsbedestroyed fromyou

and your houses, and remain in the river
only.”

10Pharaoh said, “Tomorrow.”
Moses said, “Let it be according to your

word, that you may know that there is no
one like theLORDourGod. 11The frogs shall
depart from you, and from your houses,
and fromyour servants, and fromyourpeo-
ple. They shall remain in the river only.”

12 Moses and Aaron went out from
Pharaoh, and Moses cried to the LORD
concerning the frogs which he had brought
on Pharaoh. 13 The LORD did according to
the word of Moses, and the frogs died out
of the houses, out of the courts, and out of
the fields. 14 They gathered them together
in heaps, and the land stank. 15 But when
Pharaoh saw that there was a respite, he
hardened his heart, and didn’t listen to
them, as the LORD had spoken.

16 The LORD said to Moses, “Tell Aaron,
‘Stretch out your rod, and strike the dust of
the earth, that it may become lice through-
out all the land of Egypt.’ ” 17 They did so;
and Aaron stretched out his hand with his
rod, and struck the dust of the earth, and
there were lice on man, and on animal; all
the dust of the earth became lice through-
out all the land of Egypt. 18 The magicians
tried with their enchantments to produce
lice, but they couldn’t. There were lice on
man, and on animal. 19 Then the magi-
cians said to Pharaoh, “This is God’s finger;”
but Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he
didn’t listen to them, as the LORD had spo-
ken.

20The LORD said to Moses, “Rise up early
in the morning, and stand before Pharaoh;
behold, he comes out to the water; and tell
him, ‘This is what the LORD says, “Let my
people go, that theymay serveme. 21Else, if
you will not let my people go, behold, I will
send swarms of flies on you, and on your
servants, and on your people, and into your
houses. Thehousesof theEgyptians shall be
full of swarms of flies, and also the ground
they are on. 22 I will set apart in that day the
land of Goshen, in which my people dwell,
that no swarms of flies shall be there, to the
end you may know that I am the LORD on
the earth. 23 I will put a division between
my people and your people. This sign shall
happen by tomorrow.” ’ ” 24 The LORD did
so; and there came grievous swarms of flies
into the house of Pharaoh, and into his
servants’ houses. In all the land of Egypt
the land was corrupted by reason of the
swarms of flies.

25 Pharaoh called for Moses and for
Aaron, and said, “Go, sacrifice to your God
in the land!”
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26 Moses said, “It isn’t appropriate to do
so; forwe shall sacrifice the abomination of
the Egyptians to the LORD our God. Behold,
if we sacrifice the abomination of the Egyp-
tians before their eyes, won’t they stone us?
27 We will go three days’ journey into the
wilderness, and sacrifice to the LORD our
God, as he shall command us.”

28Pharaoh said, “I will let you go, that you
may sacrifice to the LORD your God in the
wilderness, only you shall not go very far
away. Pray for me.”

29 Moses said, “Behold, I am going out
from you. I will pray to the LORD that the
swarms of flies may depart from Pharaoh,
from his servants, and from his people,
tomorrow; only don’t let Pharaoh deal de-
ceitfully any more in not letting the peo-
ple go to sacrifice to the LORD.” 30 Moses
went out from Pharaoh, and prayed to the
LORD. 31 The LORD did according to the
wordofMoses, andhe removed the swarms
of flies from Pharaoh, from his servants,
and from his people. There remained not
one. 32 Pharaoh hardened his heart this
time also, and he didn’t let the people go.

9
1 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go in

to Pharaoh, and tell him, ‘This is what the
LORD, the God of the Hebrews, says: “Let
my people go, that they may serve me.
2 For if you refuse to let them go, and hold
them still, 3 behold, the LORD’s hand is on
your livestock which are in the field, on the
horses, on the donkeys, on the camels, on
the herds, and on the flocks with a very
grievous pestilence. 4 The LORD will make
a distinction between the livestock of Israel
and the livestock of Egypt; and nothing
shall die of all that belongs to the childrenof
Israel.” ’ ” 5 The LORD appointed a set time,
saying, “Tomorrow the LORD shall do this
thing in the land.” 6 The LORD did that
thing on the next day; and all the livestock
of Egypt died, but of the livestock of the
children of Israel, not one died. 7 Pharaoh
sent, and, behold, there was not somuch as
one of the livestock of the Israelites dead.
But the heart of Pharaohwas stubborn, and
he didn’t let the people go.

8 The LORD said to Moses and to Aaron,
“Take handfuls of ashes of the furnace, and
let Moses sprinkle it toward the sky in the
sight of Pharaoh. 9 It shall become small
dust over all the land of Egypt, and shall
be boils and blisters breaking out on man
and on animal, throughout all the land of
Egypt.”

10 They took ashes of the furnace, and
stood before Pharaoh; andMoses sprinkled
it up toward the sky; and it became boils

and blisters breaking out on man and on
animal. 11 The magicians couldn’t stand
before Moses because of the boils; for the
boils were on the magicians and on all the
Egyptians. 12The LORD hardened the heart
of Pharaoh, and he didn’t listen to them, as
the LORD had spoken to Moses.

13The LORD said to Moses, “Rise up early
in the morning, and stand before Pharaoh,
and tell him, ‘This iswhat theLORD, theGod
of the Hebrews, says: “Let my people go,
that they may serve me. 14 For this time I
will send all my plagues against your heart,
against your officials, and against your peo-
ple; that youmay know that there is no one
like me in all the earth. 15 For now I would
have stretchedoutmyhand, and struck you
and your people with pestilence, and you
would have been cut off from the earth;
16 but indeed for this cause I have made
you stand: to show you my power, and that
my name may be declared throughout all
the earth, 17because you still exalt yourself
against my people, that you won’t let them
go. 18 Behold, tomorrow about this time I
will cause it to rain a very grievous hail,
suchashasnotbeen inEgypt since theday it
was founded even until now. 19Now there-
fore command that all of your livestock and
all that you have in the field be brought
into shelter. The hail will come down on
every man and animal that is found in the
field, and isn’t brought home, and they will
die.” ’ ”

20 Those who feared the LORD’s word
among the servants of Pharaoh made their
servants and their livestock flee into the
houses. 21 Whoever didn’t respect the
LORD’s word left his servants and his live-
stock in the field.

22 The LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out
your hand toward the sky, that there may
be hail in all the land of Egypt, onman, and
on animal, and on every herb of the field,
throughout the land of Egypt.”

23 Moses stretched out his rod toward
the heavens, and the LORD sent thunder
and hail; and lightning flashed down to the
earth. The LORD rained hail on the land
of Egypt. 24 So there was very severe hail,
and lightning mixed with the hail, such as
had not been in all the land of Egypt since it
becameanation. 25Thehail struck through-
out all the land of Egypt all that was in the
field, both man and animal; and the hail
struck every herb of the field, and broke
every tree of the field. 26Only in the land of
Goshen, where the children of Israel were,
there was no hail.

27Pharaoh sent and called for Moses and
Aaron, and said to them, “I have sinned
this time. The LORD is righteous, and I
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and my people are wicked. 28 Pray to the
LORD; for there has been enough ofmighty
thunderings and hail. I will let you go, and
you shall stay no longer.”

29 Moses said to him, “As soon as I have
gone out of the city, I will spread out my
hands to the LORD. The thunders shall
cease, and there will not be any more hail;
that you may know that the earth is the
LORD’s. 30But as for you and your servants,
I know that you don’t yet fear the LORD
God.”

31 The flax and the barley were struck,
for the barley had ripened and the flax was
blooming. 32 But the wheat and the spelt
were not struck, for they had not grown
up. 33 Moses went out of the city from
Pharaoh, and spread out his hands to the
LORD; and the thunders and hail ceased,
and the rain was not poured on the earth.
34When Pharaoh saw that the rain and the
hail and the thundershad ceased, he sinned
yet more, and hardened his heart, he and
his servants. 35 The heart of Pharaoh was
hardened, and he didn’t let the children
of Israel go, just as the LORD had spoken
throughMoses.

10
1 The LORD said to Moses, “Go in to

Pharaoh, for I have hardened his heart and
the heart of his servants, that I may show
these my signs among them; 2 and that you
may tell in the hearing of your son, and
of your son’s son, what things I have done
to Egypt, and my signs which I have done
among them; that you may know that I am
the LORD.”

3 Moses and Aaron went in to Pharaoh,
and said to him, “This is what the LORD, the
God of the Hebrews, says: ‘How long will
you refuse to humble yourself before me?
Let my people go, that they may serve me.
4 Or else, if you refuse to let my people go,
behold, tomorrow I will bring locusts into
your country, 5and they shall cover the sur-
face of the earth, so that one won’t be able
to see the earth. They shall eat the residue
of that which has escaped, which remains
to you from the hail, and shall eat every
tree which grows for you out of the field.
6Your houses shall be filled, and the houses
ofall your servants, and thehousesofall the
Egyptians, as neither your fathers nor your
fathers’ fathers have seen, since the day
that theywere on the earth to this day.’ ” He
turned, and went out from Pharaoh.

7 Pharaoh’s servants said to him, “How
long will this man be a snare to us? Let
the men go, that they may serve the LORD,
their God. Don’t you yet know that Egypt is
destroyed?”

8Moses and Aaronwere brought again to
Pharaoh, andhe said to them, “Go, serve the
LORDyourGod; butwho are thosewhowill
go?”

9Moses said, “We will go with our young
and with our old. We will go with our sons
andwithourdaughters,withourflocks and
with our herds; for we must hold a feast to
the LORD.”

10He said to them, “TheLORDbewith you
if I let you go with your little ones! See, evil
is clearly before your faces. 11 Not so! Go
nowyouwho aremen, and serve the LORD;
for that iswhat youdesire!” Then theywere
driven out from Pharaoh’s presence.

12 The LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out
your hand over the land of Egypt for the
locusts, that they may come up on the land
of Egypt, and eat every herb of the land,
even all that the hail has left.” 13 Moses
stretched out his rod over the land of Egypt,
and the LORD brought an east wind on the
land all that day, and all night; and when
it was morning, the east wind brought the
locusts. 14 The locusts went up over all the
land of Egypt, and rested in all the borders
of Egypt. They were very grievous. Before
them there were no such locusts as they,
nor will there ever be again. 15 For they
covered the surface of the whole earth, so
that the land was darkened, and they ate
every herb of the land, and all the fruit of
the trees which the hail had left. There
remainednothinggreen, either treeorherb
of the field, through all the land of Egypt.
16ThenPharaohcalled forMosesandAaron
in haste, and he said, “I have sinned against
theLORDyourGod, andagainst you. 17Now
therefore please forgive my sin again, and
pray to theLORDyourGod, that hemayalso
take away fromme this death.”

18 Moses went out from Pharaoh, and
prayed to the LORD. 19 The LORD sent an
exceedingly strong west wind, which took
up the locusts, and drove them into the Red
Sea.* There remained not one locust in
all the borders of Egypt. 20 But the LORD
hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he didn’t let
the children of Israel go.

21 The LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out
your hand toward the sky, that there may
be darkness over the land of Egypt, even
darkness which may be felt.” 22 Moses

* 10:19 “Red Sea” is the translation for the Hebrew “Yam Suf”, which could be more literally translated “Sea of Reeds”
or “Sea of Cattails”. It refers to the body ofwater currently knownas the Red Sea, or possibly to one of the bodies ofwater
connected to it or near it.
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stretched out his hand toward the sky, and
there was a thick darkness in all the land of
Egypt for three days. 23They didn’t see one
another, andnobody rose fromhis place for
three days; but all the children of Israel had
light in their dwellings.

24Pharaoh called to Moses, and said, “Go,
serve the LORD. Only let your flocks and
your herds stay behind. Let your little ones
also go with you.”

25Moses said, “Youmust also give into our
hand sacrifices andburnt offerings, thatwe
may sacrifice to the LORD our God. 26 Our
livestock also shall go with us. Not a hoof
shall be left behind, for of it wemust take to
serve theLORDourGod; andwedon’t know
withwhatwemust serve theLORD,untilwe
come there.”

27 But the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s
heart, and he wouldn’t let them go.
28Pharaoh said to him, “Get away fromme!
Be careful to seemy face nomore; for in the
day you seemy face you shall die!”

29 Moses said, “You have spoken well. I
will see your face again nomore.”

11
1 The LORD said to Moses, “I will bring

yet one more plague on Pharaoh, and on
Egypt; afterwards he will let you go. When
he lets you go, he will surely thrust you
out altogether. 2 Speak now in the ears of
the people, and let every man ask of his
neighbor, and every woman of her neigh-
bor, jewels of silver, and jewels of gold.”
3 The LORD gave the people favor in the
sight of the Egyptians. Moreover, the man
Moses was very great in the land of Egypt,
in the sight of Pharaoh’s servants, and in the
sight of the people.

4Moses said, “This is what the LORD says:
‘About midnight I will go out into the mid-
dle of Egypt, 5 and all the firstborn in the
land of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn
of Pharaoh who sits on his throne, even
to the firstborn of the female servant who
is behind the mill, and all the firstborn
of livestock. 6 There will be a great cry
throughout all the land of Egypt, such as
there has not been, nor will be any more.
7 But against any of the children of Israel
a dog won’t even bark or move its tongue,
against man or animal, that you may know
that the LORDmakes a distinction between
the Egyptians and Israel. 8 All these ser-
vants of yours will come down to me, and
bow down themselves to me, saying, “Get
out, with all the people who follow you;”
and after that I will go out.’ ” He went out
from Pharaoh in hot anger.

9TheLORDsaid toMoses, “Pharaohwon’t
listen to you, that my wonders may be

multiplied in the land of Egypt.” 10 Moses
and Aaron did all these wonders before
Pharaoh, but theLORDhardenedPharaoh’s
heart, andhedidn’t let the childrenof Israel
go out of his land.

12
1 The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron

in the land of Egypt, saying, 2 “This month
shall be to you the beginning of months.
It shall be the first month of the year to
you. 3Speak toall thecongregationof Israel,
saying, ‘On the tenth day of this month,
they shall take to them every man a lamb,
according to their fathers’ houses, a lamb
forahousehold; 4and if thehousehold is too
little for a lamb, then he and his neighbor
next to his house shall take one according
to the number of the souls. You shall make
your count for the lamb according to what
everyone can eat. 5 Your lamb shall be
without defect, a male a year old. You shall
take it from the sheep or from the goats.
6 You shall keep it until the fourteenth day
of the samemonth; and thewhole assembly
of the congregation of Israel shall kill it at
evening. 7Theyshall take someof theblood,
and put it on the two door posts and on
the lintel, on the houses in which they shall
eat it. 8 They shall eat the meat in that
night, roasted with fire, with unleavened
bread. They shall eat it with bitter herbs.
9 Don’t eat it raw, nor boiled at all with
water, but roasted with fire; with its head,
its legs and its inner parts. 10 You shall let
nothing of it remain until the morning; but
that which remains of it until the morning
you shall burn with fire. 11 This is how you
shall eat it: with your belt on your waist,
your sandals on your feet, and your staff
in your hand; and you shall eat it in haste:
it is the LORD’s Passover. 12 For I will go
through the land of Egypt in that night, and
will strike all the firstborn in the land of
Egypt, both man and animal. I will execute
judgments against all the gods of Egypt. I
am the LORD. 13 The blood shall be to you
for a token on the houses where you are.
When I see the blood, I will pass over you,
and no plaguewill be on you to destroy you
when I strike the land of Egypt. 14 This day
shall be a memorial for you. You shall keep
it as a feast to the LORD. You shall keep it as
a feast throughout your generations by an
ordinance forever.

15 “ ‘Seven days you shall eat unleavened
bread; even the first day you shall put away
yeast out of your houses, for whoever eats
leavened bread from the first day until the
seventh day, that soul shall be cut off from
Israel. 16 In the first day there shall be to
you a holy convocation, and in the seventh
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day a holy convocation; no kind of work
shall be done in them, except that which
every manmust eat, only that may be done
by you. 17 You shall observe the feast of
unleavened bread; for in this same day I
have brought your armies out of the land
of Egypt. Therefore you shall observe this
day throughout your generations by an or-
dinance forever. 18 In the first month, on
the fourteenth day of themonth at evening,
you shall eat unleavened bread, until the
twenty first day of the month at evening.
19 There shall be no yeast found in your
houses for seven days, for whoever eats
thatwhich is leavened, that soul shall be cut
off from the congregationof Israel,whether
he is a foreigner, or one who is born in the
land. 20 You shall eat nothing leavened. In
all your habitations you shall eat unleav-
ened bread.’ ”

21 Then Moses called for all the elders of
Israel, and said to them, “Drawout, and take
lambs according to your families, and kill
the Passover. 22 You shall take a bunch of
hyssop, and dip it in the blood that is in the
basin, and strike the lintel and the two door
posts with the blood that is in the basin.
None of you shall go out of the door of his
house until the morning. 23 For the LORD
will pass through to strike the Egyptians;
and when he sees the blood on the lintel,
and on the two door posts, the LORD will
pass over the door, and will not allow the
destroyer to come in toyourhouses to strike
you. 24 You shall observe this thing for an
ordinance to you and to your sons forever.
25 It shall happen when you have come to
the landwhich theLORDwill give you, ashe
has promised, that you shall keep this ser-
vice. 26 It will happen, when your children
askyou, ‘Whatdoyoumeanby this service?’
27 that you shall say, ‘It is the sacrifice of
the LORD’s Passover, who passed over the
houses of the children of Israel in Egypt,
when he struck the Egyptians, and spared
our houses.’ ”
The people bowed their heads and wor-

shiped. 28 The children of Israel went and
did so; as the LORD had commandedMoses
and Aaron, so they did.

29 At midnight, the LORD struck all the
firstborn in the land of Egypt, from thefirst-
born of Pharaoh who sat on his throne to
the firstborn of the captive who was in the
dungeon, and all the firstborn of livestock.
30 Pharaoh rose up in the night, he, and
all his servants, and all the Egyptians; and
therewas a great cry in Egypt, for therewas
not a house where there was not one dead.
31He called for Moses and Aaron by night,
and said, “Rise up, get out from among my
people, both you and the children of Israel;

and go, serve the LORD, as you have said!
32 Take both your flocks and your herds, as
you have said, and be gone; and bless me
also!”

33 The Egyptians were urgent with the
people, to send them out of the land in
haste, for they said, “We are all dead men.”
34 The people took their dough before it
was leavened, their kneading troughsbeing
bound up in their clothes on their shoul-
ders. 35The children of Israel did according
to the word of Moses; and they asked of
the Egyptians jewels of silver, and jewels of
gold, and clothing. 36 The LORD gave the
people favor in the sight of the Egyptians,
so that they let them have what they asked.
They plundered the Egyptians.

37 The children of Israel traveled from
Rameses to Succoth, about six hundred
thousand on foot who were men, in addi-
tion to children. 38Amixedmultitude went
up also with them, with flocks, herds, and
even very much livestock. 39 They baked
unleavened cakes of the dough which they
brought out of Egypt; for itwasn’t leavened,
because they were thrust out of Egypt, and
couldn’t wait, and they had not prepared
any food for themselves. 40 Now the time
that the childrenof Israel lived inEgyptwas
four hundred thirty years. 41 At the end of
four hundred thirty years, to the day, all of
the LORD’s armies went out from the land
of Egypt. 42 It is a night to bemuch observed
to the LORD for bringing them out from the
landof Egypt. This is that night of the LORD,
to be much observed by all the children of
Israel throughout their generations.

43 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron,
“This is the ordinance of the Passover. No
foreigner shall eat of it, 44 but every man’s
servantwho is bought formoney,whenyou
have circumcised him, then shall he eat of
it. 45 A foreigner and a hired servant shall
not eat of it. 46 Itmust be eaten inonehouse.
You shall not carry any of the meat outside
of the house. Do not break any of its bones.
47All the congregationof Israel shall keep it.
48When a stranger lives as a foreigner with
you, and would like to keep the Passover to
the LORD, let all his males be circumcised,
and then let him come near and keep it.
He shall be as one who is born in the land;
but no uncircumcised person shall eat of it.
49 One law shall be to him who is born at
home, and to the stranger who lives as a
foreigner among you.” 50 All the children
of Israel did so. As the LORD commanded
Moses and Aaron, so they did. 51That same
day, theLORDbrought the childrenof Israel
out of the land of Egypt by their armies.
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13
1 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

2 “Sanctify to me all the firstborn, whatever
opens the womb among the children of
Israel, both of man and of animal. It is
mine.”

3 Moses said to the people, “Remember
this day, in which you came out of Egypt,
out of the house of bondage; for by strength
of hand theLORDbrought youout from this
place. No leavened bread shall be eaten.
4 Today you go out in the month Abib. 5 It
shall be, when the LORD brings you into
the land of the Canaanite, and the Hittite,
and the Amorite, and the Hivite, and the
Jebusite, which he swore to your fathers
to give you, a land flowing with milk and
honey, that you shall keep this service in
this month. 6 Seven days you shall eat
unleavened bread, and in the seventh day
shall be a feast to the LORD. 7 Unleavened
bread shall be eaten throughout the seven
days; and no leavened bread shall be seen
with you. No yeast shall be seen with you,
within all your borders. 8You shall tell your
son in that day, saying, ‘It is because of that
which the LORD did for me when I came
out of Egypt.’ 9 It shall be for a sign to you
on your hand, and for a memorial between
your eyes, that the LORD’s law may be in
your mouth; for with a strong hand the
LORD has brought you out of Egypt. 10 You
shall therefore keep this ordinance in its
season from year to year.

11 “It shall be, when the LORD brings you
into the land of the Canaanite, as he swore
to you and to your fathers, and will give
it to you, 12 that you shall set apart to the
LORD all that opens the womb, and every
firstborn that comes from an animal which
you have. The males shall be the LORD’s.
13 Every firstborn of a donkey you shall
redeem with a lamb; and if you will not
redeem it, then you shall break its neck;
and you shall redeem all the firstborn of
man among your sons. 14 It shall be, when
your son asks you in time to come, saying,
‘What is this?’ that you shall tell him, ‘By
strength of hand the LORD brought us out
from Egypt, from the house of bondage.
15When Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let
us go, the LORD killed all the firstborn in
the land of Egypt, both the firstborn ofman,
and the firstborn of livestock. Therefore
I sacrifice to the LORD all that opens the
womb, being males; but all the firstborn of
my sons I redeem.’ 16 It shall be for a sign
on your hand, and for symbols between
your eyes; for by strength of hand the LORD
brought us out of Egypt.”

17 When Pharaoh had let the people go,
God didn’t lead them by the way of the
land of the Philistines, although that was
near; for God said, “Lest perhaps the people
change their minds when they see war, and
they return to Egypt”; 18 but God led the
people around by the way of the wilder-
ness by the Red Sea; and the children of
Israel went up armed out of the land of
Egypt. 19 Moses took the bones of Joseph
with him, for he had made the children of
Israel swear, saying, “God will surely visit
you, and you shall carry upmy bones away
fromherewithyou.” 20They took their jour-
ney fromSuccoth, and encamped in Etham,
in the edge of the wilderness. 21 The LORD
went before thembyday in apillar of cloud,
to lead them on their way, and by night in
a pillar of fire, to give them light, that they
might go by day andbynight: 22 the pillar of
cloud by day, and the pillar of fire by night,
didn’t depart from before the people.

14
1 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

2 “Speak to the children of Israel, that they
turn back and encamp before Pihahiroth,
between Migdol and the sea, before Baal
Zephon. You shall encamp opposite it by
the sea. 3Pharaohwill say of the children of
Israel, ‘They are entangled in the land. The
wilderness has shut them in.’ 4 Iwill harden
Pharaoh’s heart, and he will follow after
them; and I will get honor over Pharaoh,
and over all his armies; and the Egyptians
shall know that I am the LORD.” They did
so.

5 The king of Egypt was told that the
people had fled; and the heart of Pharaoh
and of his servants was changed toward
the people, and they said, “What is this we
have done, that we have let Israel go from
serving us?” 6 He prepared his chariot,
and took his army with him; 7 and he took
six hundred chosen chariots, and all the
chariots of Egypt, with captains over all
of them. 8 The LORD hardened the heart
of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued
the children of Israel; for the children of
Israel went out with a high hand.* 9 The
Egyptians pursued them. All the horses and
chariots of Pharaoh, his horsemen, and his
army overtook them encamping by the sea,
beside Pihahiroth, before Baal Zephon.

10When Pharaoh came near, the children
of Israel lifted up their eyes, and behold,
the Egyptians were marching after them;
and they were very afraid. The children of
Israel cried out to the LORD. 11 They said
to Moses, “Because there were no graves

* 14:8 or, defiantly.
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in Egypt, have you taken us away to die in
the wilderness? Why have you treated us
this way, to bring us out of Egypt? 12 Isn’t
this theword that we spoke to you in Egypt,
saying, ‘Leave us alone, that we may serve
the Egyptians’? For it would have been
better for us to serve the Egyptians than to
die in the wilderness.”

13 Moses said to the people, “Don’t be
afraid. Stand still, and see the salvation of
theLORD,whichhewillwork for you today;
for you will never again see the Egyptians
whom you have seen today. 14 The LORD
will fight for you, and you shall be still.”

15 The LORD said to Moses, “Why do you
cry to me? Speak to the children of Israel,
that they go forward. 16 Lift up your rod,
and stretch out your hand over the sea and
divide it. Then the children of Israel shall
go into themiddle of the sea on dry ground.
17 Behold, I myself will harden the hearts
of the Egyptians, and they will go in after
them. I will getmyself honor over Pharaoh,
and over all his armies, over his chariots,
and over his horsemen. 18 The Egyptians
shall know that I am the LORDwhen I have
gottenmyself honor over Pharaoh, over his
chariots, and over his horsemen.” 19 The
angel of God, who went before the camp of
Israel, moved and went behind them; and
thepillar of cloudmoved frombefore them,
and stood behind them. 20 It came between
the camp of Egypt and the camp of Israel.
There was the cloud and the darkness, yet
it gave light by night. One didn’t come near
the other all night.

21Moses stretched out his hand over the
sea, and the LORD caused the sea to go back
by a strong east wind all night, and made
the sea dry land, and the waters were di-
vided. 22Thechildrenof Israelwent into the
middleof the seaon thedryground; and the
waters were a wall to them on their right
hand and on their left. 23 The Egyptians
pursued, and went in after them into the
middle of the sea: all of Pharaoh’s horses,
his chariots, and his horsemen. 24 In the
morning watch, the LORD looked out on
the Egyptian army through the pillar of fire
and of cloud, and confused the Egyptian
army. 25 He took off their chariot wheels,
and they drove them heavily; so that the
Egyptians said, “Let’s flee from the face of
Israel, for the LORD fights for them against
the Egyptians!”

26 The LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out
your hand over the sea, that the waters
may come again on the Egyptians, on their

chariots, and on their horsemen.” 27Moses
stretched out his hand over the sea, and
the sea returned to its strength when the
morning appeared; and the Egyptians fled
against it. The LORD overthrew the Egyp-
tians in the middle of the sea. 28The waters
returned, and covered the chariots and the
horsemen, even all Pharaoh’s army that
went in after them into the sea. There
remainednot somuchasoneof them. 29But
the children of Israel walked on dry land
in the middle of the sea, and the waters
were a wall to them on their right hand
and on their left. 30 Thus the LORD saved
Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyp-
tians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead
on the seashore. 31 Israel saw the great
work which the LORD did to the Egyptians,
and the people feared the LORD; and they
believed in the LORD and in his servant
Moses.

15
1 Then Moses and the children of Israel

sang this song to the LORD,* and said,
“I will sing to the LORD, for he has tri-

umphed gloriously.
He has thrown the horse and his rider
into the sea.

2The LORD† is my strength and song.
He has becomemy salvation.

This is my God, and I will praise him;
my father’s God, and I will exalt him.

3The LORD is a man of war.
The LORD‡ is his name.

4 He has cast Pharaoh’s chariots and his
army into the sea.

His chosen captains are sunk in theRed
Sea.

5The deeps cover them.
They went down into the depths like a
stone.

6 Your right hand, LORD, is glorious in
power.

Your right hand, LORD, dashes the en-
emy in pieces.

7 In the greatness of your excellency, you
overthrow those who rise up against
you.

You send out your wrath. It consumes
them as stubble.

8With the blast of your nostrils, the waters
were piled up.

The floods stood upright as a heap.
The deeps were congealed in the heart
of the sea.

9 The enemy said, ‘I will pursue. I will
overtake. I will divide the plunder.

* 15:1 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short
formיה Yah. † 15:2 Hebrew: יה Yah ‡ 15:3 LORDorGOD in all caps is from theHebrewיהוה Yahweh exceptwhen
otherwise noted as being from the short form יה Yah.
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My desire will be satisfied on them.
I will draw my sword. My hand will
destroy them.’

10You blewwith your wind.
The sea covered them.
They sank like lead in the mighty wa-
ters.

11Who is like you, LORD, among the gods?
Who is like you, glorious in holiness,
fearful in praises, doing wonders?

12You stretched out your right hand.
The earth swallowed them.

13 “You, in your loving kindness, have led
the people that you have redeemed.

You have guided them in your strength
to your holy habitation.

14The peoples have heard.
They tremble.
Pangs have taken hold of the inhabi-
tants of Philistia.

15Then the chiefs of Edomwere dismayed.
Trembling takes hold of the mighty
men of Moab.

All the inhabitants of Canaan have
melted away.

16Terror and dread falls on them.
By the greatness of your arm they are
as still as a stone,

until your people pass over, LORD,
until the people you have purchased
pass over.

17 You will bring them in, and plant
them in themountain of your inheri-
tance,

the place, LORD, which you have made
for yourself to dwell in:

the sanctuary, Lord, which your hands
have established.

18The LORDwill reign forever and ever.”
19For the horses of Pharaoh went in with

his chariots andwith his horsemen into the
sea, and the LORD brought back the waters
of the sea on them; but the childrenof Israel
walked on dry land in the middle of the
sea. 20 Miriam the prophetess, the sister
of Aaron, took a tambourine in her hand;
and all the women went out after her with
tambourines and with dances. 21 Miriam
answered them,
“Sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed

gloriously.
He has thrown the horse and his rider into

the sea.”
22Moses led Israel onward from the Red

Sea, and they went out into the wilderness
of Shur; and they went three days in the
wilderness, and found no water. 23 When
they came to Marah, they couldn’t drink
from thewaters ofMarah, for theywerebit-
ter. Therefore its name was called Marah.§

24 The people murmured against Moses,
saying, “What shall we drink?” 25 Then he
cried to the LORD. The LORD showed him
a tree, and he threw it into the waters, and
the waters were made sweet. There he
made a statute and an ordinance for them,
and there he tested them. 26 He said, “If
you will diligently listen to the LORD your
God’s voice, and will do that which is right
in his eyes, and will pay attention to his
commandments, and keep all his statutes, I
will put none of the diseases on you which
I have put on the Egyptians; for I am the
LORDwho heals you.”

27 They came to Elim, where there were
twelve springs of water and seventy palm
trees. They encamped there by the waters.

16
1 They took their journey from Elim, and

all the congregation of the children of Is-
rael came to the wilderness of Sin, which
is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth
day of the secondmonth after their depart-
ing out of the land of Egypt. 2 The whole
congregation of the children of Israel mur-
mured against Moses and against Aaron in
the wilderness; 3 and the children of Israel
said to them, “Wewish that we had died by
the LORD’s hand in the land of Egypt, when
we sat by themeat pots, whenweate ourfill
of bread, for you have brought us out into
this wilderness to kill this whole assembly
with hunger.”

4 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Behold,
I will rain bread from the sky for you, and
the people shall go out and gather a day’s
portion every day, that I may test them,
whether they will walk in my law or not.
5 It shall come to pass on the sixth day, that
they shall prepare that which they bring in,
and it shall be twice asmuch as they gather
daily.”

6Moses and Aaron said to all the children
of Israel, “At evening, you shall know that
theLORDhasbroughtyouout fromthe land
of Egypt. 7 In themorning, you shall see the
LORD’s glory; because he hears your mur-
murings against the LORD. Who are we,
that youmurmur against us?” 8Moses said,
“Now the LORD will give you meat to eat in
the evening, and in the morning bread to
satisfy you, because the LORD hears your
murmurings which you murmur against
him. And who are we? Your murmurings
are not against us, but against the LORD.”
9Moses said to Aaron, “Tell all the congre-
gation of the children of Israel, ‘Come close
to the LORD, for he has heard your mur-
murings.’ ” 10 As Aaron spoke to the whole

§ 15:23 Marahmeans bitter.
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congregation of the children of Israel, they
looked toward the wilderness, and behold,
the LORD’s glory appeared in the cloud.
11 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 12 “I
have heard themurmurings of the children
of Israel. Speak to them, saying, ‘At evening
you shall eat meat, and in the morning you
shall be filled with bread. Then you will
know that I am the LORD your God.’ ”

13 In the evening, quail came up and cov-
ered the camp; and in themorning the dew
lay around the camp. 14When the dew that
lay had gone, behold, on the surface of the
wilderness was a small round thing, small
as the frost on the ground. 15 When the
children of Israel saw it, they said to one
another, “What is it?” For they didn’t know
what it was. Moses said to them, “It is the
breadwhich the LORD has given you to eat.
16This is the thingwhich theLORDhas com-
manded: ‘Gather of it everyone according
to his eating; an omer* a head, according
to the number of your persons, you shall
take it, every man for those who are in his
tent.’ ” 17 The children of Israel did so, and
some gathered more, some less. 18 When
they measured it with an omer, he who
gathered much had nothing over, and he
who gathered little had no lack. They each
gathered according to his eating. 19Moses
said to them, “Let no one leave of it un-
til the morning.” 20 Notwithstanding they
didn’t listen toMoses, but some of them left
of it until the morning, so it bred worms
and became foul; and Moses was angry
with them. 21 They gathered it morning by
morning, everyone according to his eating.
When the sun grew hot, it melted. 22 On
the sixth day, they gathered twice as much
bread, two omers for each one; and all the
rulers of the congregation came and told
Moses. 23 He said to them, “This is that
which the LORD has spoken, ‘Tomorrow is
a solemn rest, a holy Sabbath to the LORD.
Bake that which you want to bake, and boil
that which you want to boil; and all that
remains over lay up for yourselves to be
kept until the morning.’ ” 24 They laid it up
until the morning, as Moses ordered, and
it didn’t become foul, and there were no
worms in it. 25Moses said, “Eat that today,
for today is a Sabbath to the LORD. Today
you shall not find it in the field. 26 Six days
you shall gather it, but on the seventh day
is the Sabbath. In it there shall be none.”
27 On the seventh day, some of the people
went out to gather, and they found none.
28 The LORD said to Moses, “How long do

you refuse to keepmy commandments and
my laws? 29 Behold, because the LORD has
given you the Sabbath, therefore he gives
you on the sixth day the bread of two days.
Everyone stay inhis place. Let noonegoout
of his place on the seventh day.” 30 So the
people rested on the seventh day.

31 The house of Israel called its name
“Manna”,† and it was like coriander seed,
white; and its taste was like wafers with
honey. 32 Moses said, “This is the thing
which the LORD has commanded, ‘Let an
omer-full of it be kept throughout your gen-
erations, that they may see the bread with
which I fed you in the wilderness, when
I brought you out of the land of Egypt.’ ”
33 Moses said to Aaron, “Take a pot, and
put an omer-full of manna in it, and lay it
up before the LORD, to be kept throughout
your generations.” 34 As the LORD com-
manded Moses, so Aaron laid it up before
the Testimony, to be kept. 35The children of
Israel ate the manna forty years, until they
came to an inhabited land. They ate the
mannauntil they came to the borders of the
landof Canaan. 36Nowanomer is one tenth
of an ephah.‡

17
1 All the congregation of the children

of Israel traveled from the wilderness of
Sin, starting according to the LORD’s com-
mandment, and encamped in Rephidim;
but there was no water for the people to
drink. 2 Therefore the people quarreled
with Moses, and said, “Give us water to
drink.”
Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel

withme? Why do you test the LORD?”
3The peoplewere thirsty for water there;

so the people murmured against Moses,
and said, “Why have you brought us up out
of Egypt, to kill us, our children, and our
livestock with thirst?”

4Moses cried to the LORD, saying, “What
shall I do with these people? They are
almost ready to stoneme.”

5 The LORD said to Moses, “Walk on be-
fore the people, and take the elders of Israel
with you, and take the rod in your hand
with which you struck the Nile, and go.
6Behold, Iwill standbeforeyou thereon the
rock inHoreb. You shall strike the rock, and
water will come out of it, that the people
may drink.” Moses did so in the sight of the
elders of Israel. 7He called the name of the
place Massah,* and Meribah,† because the
children of Israel quarreled, and because

* 16:16 An omer is about 2.2 liters or about 2.3 quarts † 16:31 “Manna” means “What is it?” ‡ 16:36 1 ephah is

about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel * 17:7 Massahmeans testing. † 17:7 Meribahmeans quarreling.
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they tested the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD
among us, or not?”

8 Then Amalek came and fought with Is-
rael in Rephidim. 9 Moses said to Joshua,
“Choose men for us, and go out to fight
with Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on the
top of the hill with God’s rod in my hand.”
10 So Joshua did as Moses had told him, and
foughtwithAmalek; andMoses, Aaron, and
Hur went up to the top of the hill. 11When
Moses held up his hand, Israel prevailed.
When he let down his hand, Amalek pre-
vailed. 12 But Moses’ hands were heavy;
so they took a stone, and put it under him,
and he sat on it. Aaron and Hur held up
his hands, the one on the one side, and
the other on the other side. His hands
were steadyuntil sunset. 13 Joshuadefeated
Amalek and his people with the edge of the
sword. 14 The LORD said to Moses, “Write
this for a memorial in a book, and rehearse
it in the ears of Joshua: that I will utterly
blot out thememory of Amalek from under
the sky.” 15Moses built an altar, and called
its name “The LORD our Banner”.‡ 16 He
said, “The LORD§ has sworn: ‘The LORD*
will havewarwithAmalek fromgeneration
to generation.’ ”

18
1Now Jethro, the priest of Midian, Moses’

father-in-law, heard of all that God had
done for Moses and for Israel his people,
how the LORD had brought Israel out of
Egypt. 2 Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, re-
ceived Zipporah, Moses’ wife, after he had
sent her away, 3 and her two sons. The
name of one son was Gershom,* for Moses
said, “I have lived as a foreigner in a foreign
land”. 4The name of the other was Eliezer,†
for he said, “My father’s God was my help
and delivered me from Pharaoh’s sword.”
5 Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, came with
Moses’ sons and his wife to Moses into the
wilderness where he was encamped, at the
Mountain of God. 6 He said to Moses, “I,
your father-in-law Jethro, have come to you
with your wife, and her two sons with her.”

7 Moses went out to meet his father-in-
law, andbowed and kissed him. They asked
each other of their welfare, and they came
into the tent. 8 Moses told his father-in-
law all that the LORD had done to Pharaoh
and to the Egyptians for Israel’s sake, all
the hardships that had come on them on
theway, andhow the LORDdelivered them.
9 Jethro rejoiced for all the goodness which

the LORD had done to Israel, in that he had
delivered them out of the hand of the Egyp-
tians. 10 Jethro said, “Blessed be the LORD,
whohasdeliveredyououtof thehandof the
Egyptians, and out of the hand of Pharaoh;
who has delivered the people from under
the hand of the Egyptians. 11 Now I know
that the LORD is greater than all gods be-
cause of the way that they treated people
arrogantly.” 12 Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law,
took a burnt offering and sacrifices for God.
Aaron came with all the elders of Israel, to
eat bread with Moses’ father-in-law before
God.

13On the next day, Moses sat to judge the
people, and the people stood aroundMoses
from the morning to the evening. 14When
Moses’ father-in-law saw all that he did to
the people, he said, “What is this thing that
youdo for thepeople? Whydoyou sit alone,
and all the people stand around you from
morning to evening?”

15 Moses said to his father-in-law, “Be-
cause the people come to me to inquire of
God. 16 When they have a matter, they
come to me, and I judge between a man
and his neighbor, and I make them know
the statutes of God, and his laws.” 17Moses’
father-in-law said to him, “The thing that
you do is not good. 18 You will surely wear
away, both you, and this people that is with
you; for the thing is too heavy for you. You
are not able to perform it yourself alone.
19 Listen now to my voice. I will give you
counsel, and God be with you. You repre-
sent the people before God, and bring the
causes to God. 20 You shall teach them the
statutes and the laws, and shall show them
the way in which they must walk, and the
work that they must do. 21 Moreover you
shall provide out of all the people able men
which fear God: men of truth, hating unjust
gain; and place such over them, to be rulers
of thousands, rulers of hundreds, rulers
of fifties, and rulers of tens. 22 Let them
judge the people at all times. It shall be
that every great matter they shall bring to
you, but every smallmatter they shall judge
themselves. So shall it be easier foryou, and
they shall share the load with you. 23 If you
will do this thing, and God commands you
so, then you will be able to endure, and all
these people also will go to their place in
peace.”

24 So Moses listened to the voice of his
father-in-law, and did all that he had said.
25 Moses chose able men out of all Israel,

‡ 17:15 Or, The LORD Nissi. LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as
being from the short form יה Yah. § 17:16 Hebrew: יה Yah * 17:16 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew

יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short form יה Yah. * 18:3 “Gershom” sounds like the
Hebrew for “an alien there”. † 18:4 Eliezer means “God is my helper”.
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and made them heads over the people,
rulers of thousands, rulers of hundreds,
rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens. 26 They
judged thepeople at all times. Theybrought
the hard cases to Moses, but every small
matter they judged themselves. 27Moses let
his father-in-law depart, and he went his
way into his own land.

19
1 In the third month after the children

of Israel had gone out of the land of
Egypt, on that same day they came into
the wilderness of Sinai. 2 When they had
departed from Rephidim, and had come to
the wilderness of Sinai, they encamped in
the wilderness; and there Israel encamped
before the mountain. 3 Moses went up to
God, and the LORD called to him out of the
mountain, saying, “This is what you shall
tell the house of Jacob, and tell the children
of Israel: 4 ‘You have seen what I did to the
Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’
wings, and brought you to myself. 5 Now
therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice
andkeepmycovenant, thenyoushall bemy
ownpossession fromamongall peoples; for
all the earth is mine; 6 and you shall be to
me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’
These are the words which you shall speak
to the children of Israel.”

7Moses came and called for the elders of
the people, and set before them all these
words which the LORD commanded him.
8 All the people answered together, and
said, “All that the LORD has spoken we will
do.”
Moses reported the words of the people

to the LORD. 9 The LORD said to Moses,
“Behold, I come to you in a thick cloud, that
thepeoplemayhearwhen I speakwith you,
and may also believe you forever.” Moses
told the words of the people to the LORD.
10 The LORD said to Moses, “Go to the peo-
ple, and sanctify them today and tomorrow,
and let them wash their garments, 11 and
be ready for the third day; for on the third
day the LORD will come down in the sight
of all the people on Mount Sinai. 12 You
shall set bounds to the people all around,
saying, ‘Be careful that you don’t go up onto
themountain, or touch its border. Whoever
touches the mountain shall be surely put
to death. 13 No hand shall touch him, but
he shall surely be stoned or shot through;
whether it is animal or man, he shall not
live.’ When the trumpet sounds long, they
shall come up to themountain.”

14Moses went down from the mountain
to thepeople, and sanctified thepeople; and
they washed their clothes. 15He said to the
people, “Be ready by the third day. Don’t
have sexual relations with a woman.”

16On the third day, when it wasmorning,
there were thunders and lightnings, and a
thick cloud on themountain, and the sound
of an exceedingly loud trumpet; and all the
people who were in the camp trembled.
17 Moses led the people out of the camp
to meet God; and they stood at the lower
part of the mountain. 18All of Mount Sinai
smoked, because the LORD descended on
it in fire; and its smoke ascended like the
smoke of a furnace, and the whole moun-
tain quaked greatly. 19When the sound of
the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses
spoke, and God answered him by a voice.
20The LORD came down onMount Sinai, to
the top of the mountain. The LORD called
Moses to the topof themountain, andMoses
went up.

21 The LORD said to Moses, “Go down,
warn the people, lest they break through to
the LORD to gaze, andmany of themperish.
22Let the priests also, who come near to the
LORD, sanctify themselves, lest the LORD
break out on them.”

23 Moses said to the LORD, “The peo-
ple can’t come up to Mount Sinai, for you
warned us, saying, ‘Set bounds around the
mountain, and sanctify it.’ ”

24 The LORD said to him, “Go down! You
shall bring Aaron up with you, but don’t let
the priests and the people break through
to come up to the LORD, lest he break out
against them.”

25SoMoses went down to the people, and
told them.

20
1 God* spoke all these words, saying, 2 “I

am the LORD your God, who brought you
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of
bondage.

3“You shall havenoother godsbeforeme.
4 “You shall not make for yourselves an

idol, nor any image of anything that is in
the heavens above, or that is in the earth
beneath, or that is in the water under the
earth: 5 you shall not bow yourself down to
them, nor serve them, for I, the LORD your
God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity
of the fathers on the children, on the third
and on the fourth generation of those who
hate me, 6 and showing loving kindness to
thousands of those who love me and keep
my commandments.

* 20:1 After “God”, the Hebrew has the two letters “Aleph Tav” (the first and last letters of the Hebrew alphabet), not as
a word, but as a grammatical marker.
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7 “You shall not misuse the name of the
LORD†yourGod,‡ for theLORDwillnothold
him guiltless whomisuses his name.

8 “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep
it holy. 9 You shall labor six days, and do
all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a
Sabbath to the LORD your God. You shall
not do any work in it, you, nor your son,
nor your daughter, your male servant, nor
your female servant, nor your livestock,
nor your strangerwho is within your gates;
11 for in sixdays theLORDmadeheavenand
earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and
rested the seventh day; therefore the LORD
blessed the Sabbath day, andmade it holy.

12 “Honor your father and your mother,
that your days may be long in the land
which the LORD your God gives you.

13 “You shall not murder.
14 “You shall not commit adultery.
15 “You shall not steal.
16 “You shall not give false testimony

against your neighbor.
17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s

house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s
wife, nor his male servant, nor his female
servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor
anything that is your neighbor’s.”

18 All the people perceived the thunder-
ings, the lightnings, the sound of the trum-
pet, and the mountain smoking. When the
people saw it, they trembled, andstayedat a
distance. 19They said toMoses, “Speakwith
us yourself, and we will listen; but don’t let
God speak with us, lest we die.”

20 Moses said to the people, “Don’t be
afraid, for God has come to test you, and
that his fear may be before you, that you
won’t sin.” 21 The people stayed at a dis-
tance, and Moses came near to the thick
darkness where Godwas.

22 The LORD said to Moses, “This is what
you shall tell the children of Israel: ‘You
yourselveshaveseen that Ihave talkedwith
you from heaven. 23 You shall most cer-
tainlynotmakegodsof silverorgodsof gold
for yourselves to be alongside me. 24 You
shall make an altar of earth for me, and
shall sacrificeon it yourburnt offerings and
your peace offerings, your sheep and your
cattle. In every place where I record my
name Iwill come to you and Iwill bless you.
25 If youmakemeanaltar of stone, you shall
not build it of cut stones; for if you lift up
your tool on it, you have polluted it. 26 You
shall not go up by steps to my altar, that
your nakedness may not be exposed to it.’

21
1 “Now these are the ordinances which

you shall set before them:
2 “If you buy a Hebrew servant, he shall

serve six years, and in the seventh he shall
go out free without paying anything. 3 If he
comes in by himself, he shall go out by him-
self. If he is married, then his wife shall go
outwithhim. 4 Ifhismastergiveshimawife
and she bears him sons or daughters, the
wife and her children shall be hermaster’s,
and he shall go out by himself. 5 But if the
servant shall plainly say, ‘I love my master,
my wife, and my children. I will not go out
free;’ 6 then his master shall bring him to
God, and shall bring him to the door or to
the doorpost, and his master shall bore his
ear throughwith an awl, and he shall serve
him forever.

7 “If a man sells his daughter to be a
female servant, she shall not go out as the
male servants do. 8 If she doesn’t please
hermaster,whohasmarriedher to himself,
then he shall let her be redeemed. He shall
have no right to sell her to a foreign people,
since he has dealt deceitfully with her. 9 If
hemarries her to his son, he shall deal with
her as adaughter. 10 If he takes anotherwife
to himself, he shall not diminish her food,
her clothing, and her marital rights. 11 If
he doesn’t do these three things for her, she
may go free without paying anymoney.

12 “One who strikes a man so that he dies
shall surely be put to death, 13but not if it is
unintentional, but God allows it to happen;
then I will appoint you a place where he
shall flee. 14 If a man schemes and comes
presumptuouslyonhisneighbor tokill him,
you shall take him from my altar, that he
may die.

15 “Anyone who attacks his father or his
mother shall be surely put to death.

16 “Anyone who kidnaps someone and
sells him, or if he is found in his hand, he
shall surely be put to death.

17 “Anyone who curses his father or his
mother shall surely be put to death.

18 “If men quarrel and one strikes the
other with a stone, or with his fist, and he
doesn’t die, but is confined to bed; 19 if he
rises again andwalks aroundwith his staff,
then he who struck him shall be cleared;
only he shall pay for the loss of his time,
and shall provide for his healing until he is
thoroughly healed.

20 “If a man strikes his servant or his
maid with a rod, and he dies under his
hand, the man shall surely be punished.
21 Notwithstanding, if his servant gets up

† 20:7 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short
form יה Yah. ‡ 20:7 or, You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain
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after a day or two, he shall not be punished,
for the servant is his property.

22 “If men fight and hurt a pregnant
woman so that she gives birth prematurely,
and yet no harm follows, he shall be surely
fined as much as the woman’s husband de-
mands and the judges allow. 23 But if any
harm follows, then you must take life for
life, 24 eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for
hand, foot for foot, 25 burning for burning,
wound for wound, and bruise for bruise.

26 “If a man strikes his servant’s eye, or
his maid’s eye, and destroys it, he shall let
him go free for his eye’s sake. 27 If he strikes
out his male servant’s tooth, or his female
servant’s tooth, he shall let the servant go
free for his tooth’s sake.

28 “If a bull gores a man or a woman to
death, the bull shall surely be stoned, and
its meat shall not be eaten; but the owner
of the bull shall not be held responsible.
29 But if the bull had a habit of goring in
the past, and this has been testified to its
owner, and he has not kept it in, but it has
killed a man or a woman, the bull shall be
stoned, and its owner shall also be put to
death. 30 If a ransom is imposed on him,
then he shall give for the redemption of
his life whatever is imposed. 31Whether it
has gored a son or has gored a daughter,
according to this judgment it shall be done
to him. 32 If the bull gores a male servant
or a female servant, thirty shekels* of silver
shall be given to their master, and the ox
shall be stoned.

33 “If a man opens a pit, or if a man digs
a pit and doesn’t cover it, and a bull or a
donkey falls into it, 34 the owner of the pit
shall make it good. He shall give money to
its owner, and the dead animal shall be his.

35 “If one man’s bull injures another’s,
so that it dies, then they shall sell the live
bull, and divide its price; and they shall also
divide the dead animal. 36Or if it is known
that the bull was in the habit of goring in
the past, and its owner has not kept it in, he
shall surely pay bull for bull, and the dead
animal shall be his own.

22
1 “If a man steals an ox or a sheep, and

kills it or sells it, he shall payfiveoxen foran
ox, and four sheep for a sheep. 2 If the thief
is found breaking in, and is struck so that
he dies, there shall be no guilt of bloodshed
for him. 3 If the sun has risen on him,
he is guilty of bloodshed. He shall make
restitution. If he has nothing, then he shall
be sold for his theft. 4 If the stolen property

is found in his hand alive, whether it is ox,
donkey, or sheep, he shall pay double.

5 “If a man causes a field or vineyard to
be eaten by letting his animal loose, and it
grazes in anotherman’s field, he shallmake
restitution from the best of his own field,
and from the best of his own vineyard.

6 “If fire breaks out, and catches in thorns
so that the shocks of grain, or the standing
grain, or the field are consumed; he who
kindled the fire shall surely make restitu-
tion.

7“If amandelivers tohisneighbormoney
or stuff to keep, and it is stolen out of the
man’s house, if the thief is found, he shall
pay double. 8 If the thief isn’t found, then
the master of the house shall come near
to God, to find out whether or not he has
put his hand on his neighbor’s goods. 9 For
every matter of trespass, whether it is for
ox, for donkey, for sheep, for clothing, or for
anykindof lost thing, aboutwhichone says,
‘This ismine,’ the cause of both parties shall
come before God. HewhomGod condemns
shall pay double to his neighbor.

10 “If a man delivers to his neighbor a
donkey, an ox, a sheep, or any animal to
keep, and it dies or is injured, or driven
away, no man seeing it; 11 the oath of the
LORD shall be between them both, he has
not put his hand on his neighbor’s goods;
and its owner shall accept it, and he shall
not make restitution. 12 But if it is stolen
from him, the one who stole shall make
restitution to its owner. 13 If it is torn in
pieces, let him bring it for evidence. He
shall not make good that which was torn.

14 “If a man borrows anything of his
neighbor’s, and it is injured, or dies, its
owner not being with it, he shall surely
make restitution. 15 If its owner iswith it, he
shall notmake it good. If it is a leased thing,
it came for its lease.

16 “If a man entices a virgin who isn’t
pledged to bemarried, and lies with her, he
shall surely pay a dowry for her to be his
wife. 17 If her father utterly refuses to give
her to him, he shall paymoney according to
the dowry of virgins.

18 “You shall not allow a sorceress to live.
19 “Whoever has sex with an animal shall

surely be put to death.
20 “Hewho sacrifices to any god, except to

the LORD only, shall be utterly destroyed.
21 “You shall not wrong an alien or op-

press him, for you were aliens in the land
of Egypt.

22 “You shall not take advantage of any
widow or fatherless child. 23 If you take
advantage of them at all, and they cry at all

* 21:32 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 30 shekels is about 300 grams or about 10.6 ounces.
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tome, I will surely hear their cry; 24andmy
wrath will grow hot, and I will kill youwith
the sword; and yourwives shall bewidows,
and your children fatherless.

25 “If you lendmoney to any ofmy people
with you who is poor, you shall not be to
him as a creditor. You shall not charge
him interest. 26 If you take your neighbor’s
garment as collateral, you shall restore it to
him before the sun goes down, 27 for that
is his only covering, it is his garment for
his skin. What would he sleep in? It will
happen, when he cries to me, that I will
hear, for I am gracious.

28 “You shall not blaspheme God, nor
curse a ruler of your people.

29 “You shall not delay to offer from
your harvest and from the outflow of your
presses.

“You shall give the firstborn of your sons
to me. 30 You shall do likewise with your
cattle and with your sheep. It shall be with
its mother seven days, then on the eighth
day you shall give it to me.

31 “You shall be holymen tome, therefore
you shall not eat any meat that is torn by
animals in the field. You shall cast it to the
dogs.

23
1 “You shall not spread a false report.

Don’t join your hand with the wicked to be
amalicious witness.

2 “You shall not follow a crowd to do evil.
You shall not testify in court to side with a
multitude to pervert justice. 3You shall not
favor a poorman in his cause.

4 “If you meet your enemy’s ox or his
donkey going astray, you shall surely bring
it back to him again. 5 If you see the donkey
of himwhohates you fallendownunderhis
burden, don’t leave him. You shall surely
help himwith it.

6 “You shall not deny justice to your poor
people in their lawsuits.

7 “Keep far from a false charge, and don’t
kill the innocent andrighteous; for Iwill not
justify the wicked.

8 “You shall take no bribe, for a bribe
blinds those who have sight and perverts
the words of the righteous.

9 “You shall not oppress an alien, for you
know the heart of an alien, since you were
aliens in the land of Egypt.

10 “For six years you shall sow your land,
and shall gather in its increase, 11 but the
seventh year you shall let it rest and lie
fallow, that thepoorof yourpeoplemayeat;
and what they leave the animal of the field
shall eat. In the same way, you shall deal
with your vineyard and with your olive
grove.

12 “Six days you shall do your work, and
on the seventh day you shall rest, that your
ox and your donkeymay have rest, and the
son of your servant, and the alien may be
refreshed.

13 “Be careful to do all things that I have
said to you; and don’t invoke the name of
other gods or even let them be heard out of
yourmouth.

14 “You shall observe a feast to me three
times a year. 15 You shall observe the feast
of unleavened bread. Seven days you shall
eat unleavened bread, as I commanded
you, at the time appointed in the month
Abib (for in it youcameoutofEgypt), andno
one shall appear before me empty. 16 And
the feast of harvest, the first fruits of your
labors, which you sow in the field; and the
feast of ingathering, at the end of the year,
when you gather in your labors out of the
field. 17 Three times in the year all your
males shall appear before the Lord GOD.

18 “You shall not offer the blood of my
sacrifice with leavened bread. The fat of
my feast shall not remain all night until the
morning.

19Youshall bring thefirst of thefirst fruits
of your ground into the house of the LORD
your God.

“You shall not boil a young goat in its
mother’s milk.

20 “Behold, I send an angel before you, to
keep you by the way, and to bring you into
the place which I have prepared. 21 Pay at-
tention to him, and listen to his voice. Don’t
provoke him, for he will not pardon your
disobedience, for my name is in him. 22But
if you indeed listen to his voice, and do all
that I speak, then Iwill be an enemy to your
enemies, and an adversary to your adver-
saries. 23 For my angel shall go before you,
and bring you in to the Amorite, the Hittite,
the Perizzite, the Canaanite, the Hivite, and
the Jebusite; and I will cut them off. 24 You
shall not bow down to their gods, nor serve
them, nor follow their practices, but you
shall utterly overthrow them and demolish
their pillars. 25 You shall serve the LORD
your God, and he will bless your bread and
your water, and I will take sickness away
from among you. 26 No one will miscarry
or be barren in your land. I will fulfill the
number of your days. 27 I will send my
terror before you, and will confuse all the
people to whom you come, and I will make
all your enemies turn their backs to you. 28 I
will send the hornet before you, which will
drive out the Hivite, the Canaanite, and the
Hittite, from before you. 29 I will not drive
them out from before you in one year, lest
the land become desolate, and the animals
of the field multiply against you. 30 Little
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by little I will drive them out from before
you, until you have increased and inherit
the land. 31 I will set your border from the
Red Sea even to the sea of the Philistines,
and from the wilderness to the River; for I
will deliver the inhabitants of the land into
your hand, and you shall drive them out
before you. 32 You shall make no covenant
with them, norwith their gods. 33They shall
not dwell in your land, lest they make you
sin against me, for if you serve their gods, it
will surely be a snare to you.”

24
1He said toMoses, “Come up to the LORD,

you, and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and
seventy of the elders of Israel; and worship
from a distance. 2Moses alone shall come
near to the LORD, but they shall not come
near. The people shall not go up with him.”

3Moses came and told the people all the
LORD’s words, and all the ordinances; and
all the people answeredwith one voice, and
said, “All the words which the LORD has
spokenwill we do.”

4Moses wrote all the LORD’s words, then
rose up early in the morning and built an
altar at the base of the mountain, with
twelve pillars for the twelve tribes of Is-
rael. 5 He sent young men of the children
of Israel, who offered burnt offerings and
sacrificed peace offerings of cattle to the
LORD. 6 Moses took half of the blood and
put it in basins, and half of the blood he
sprinkled on the altar. 7 He took the book
of the covenant and read it in the hearing
of the people, and they said, “Wewill do all
that the LORD has said, and be obedient.”

8 Moses took the blood, and sprinkled it
on the people, and said, “Look, this is the
blood of the covenant, which the LORD has
madewith you concerning all thesewords.”

9 Then Moses, Aaron, Nadab, Abihu, and
seventy of the elders of Israel went up.
10They saw the God of Israel. Under his feet
was like a paved work of sapphire* stone,
like the skies for clearness. 11He didn’t lay
his hand on the nobles of the children of
Israel. They saw God, and ate and drank.

12 The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to
me on the mountain, and stay here, and I
will give you the stone tablets with the law
and the commands that I havewritten, that
youmay teach them.”

13Moses rose upwith Joshua, his servant,
and Moses went up onto God’s Mountain.
14 He said to the elders, “Wait here for us,
until we come again to you. Behold, Aaron

andHur arewith you. Whoever is involved
in a dispute can go to them.”

15 Moses went up on the mountain, and
the cloud covered the mountain. 16 The
LORD’s glory settled on Mount Sinai, and
the cloud covered it six days. The seventh
day he called to Moses out of the middle of
the cloud. 17 The appearance of the LORD’s
glory was like devouring fire on the top of
the mountain in the eyes of the children of
Israel. 18Moses entered into the middle of
the cloud, and went up on the mountain;
and Moses was on the mountain forty days
and forty nights.

25
1 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

2 “Speak to the children of Israel, that they
take an offering for me. From everyone
whose heart makes him willing you shall
take my offering. 3 This is the offering
which you shall take from them: gold,
silver, bronze, 4 blue, purple, scarlet, fine
linen, goats’ hair, 5 rams’ skins dyed red,
sea cow hides,* acacia wood, 6 oil for the
light, spices for the anointing oil and for the
sweet incense, 7 onyx stones, and stones to
be set for the ephod and for the breastplate.
8Let themmake me a sanctuary, that I may
dwell among them. 9 According to all that
I show you, the pattern of the tabernacle,
and the pattern of all of its furniture, even
so you shall make it.

10“Theyshallmakeanarkofacaciawood.
Its length shall be two and a half cubits,†
its width a cubit and a half, and a cubit
and a half its height. 11 You shall overlay it
with pure gold. You shall overlay it inside
and outside, and you shall make a gold
molding around it. 12 You shall cast four
rings of gold for it, and put them in its four
feet. Two rings shall be on the one side
of it, and two rings on the other side of it.
13You shall make poles of acacia wood, and
overlay them with gold. 14 You shall put
the poles into the rings on the sides of the
ark to carry the ark. 15 The poles shall be
in the rings of the ark. They shall not be
taken from it. 16You shall put the covenant
which I shall give you into the ark. 17 You
shall make a mercy seat of pure gold. Two
and a half cubits shall be its length, and a
cubit and a half its width. 18You shall make
two cherubim of hammered gold. You shall
make them at the two ends of the mercy
seat. 19Makeonecherubat theoneend, and
one cherubat the other end. You shallmake
the cherubim on its two ends of one piece
with the mercy seat. 20 The cherubim shall

* 24:10 or, lapis lazuli * 25:5 or, fine leather † 25:10 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to
the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46 centimeters.
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spread out their wings upward, covering
the mercy seat with their wings, with their
faces toward one another. The faces of the
cherubim shall be toward the mercy seat.
21 You shall put the mercy seat on top of
the ark, and in the ark you shall put the
covenant that I will give you. 22 There I
will meet with you, and I will tell you from
above the mercy seat, from between the
two cherubim which are on the ark of the
covenant, all that I command you for the
children of Israel.

23 “You shall make a table of acacia wood.
Its length shall be two cubits, and its width
a cubit, and its height one and a half cubits.
24 You shall overlay it with pure gold, and
make a gold molding around it. 25 You
shall make a rim of a hand width around
it. You shall make a golden molding on its
rim around it. 26 You shall make four rings
of gold for it, and put the rings in the four
corners that are on its four feet. 27The rings
shall be close to the rim, for places for the
poles to carry the table. 28 You shall make
the poles of acacia wood, and overlay them
with gold, that the table may be carried
with them. 29 You shall make its dishes, its
spoons, its ladles, and its bowls with which
to pour out offerings. You shall make them
of pure gold. 30 You shall set bread of the
presence on the table before me always.

31 “You shall make a lamp stand of pure
gold. The lamp stand shall be made of
hammeredwork. Its base, its shaft, its cups,
its buds, and its flowers shall be of one
piece with it. 32There shall be six branches
going out of its sides: three branches of the
lamp stand out of its one side, and three
branches of the lamp stand out of its other
side; 33 three cups made like almond blos-
soms in one branch, a bud and a flower;
and three cups made like almond blossoms
in the other branch, a bud and a flower,
so for the six branches going out of the
lamp stand; 34 and in the lamp stand four
cups made like almond blossoms, its buds
and its flowers; 35 and a bud under two
branches of one piece with it, and a bud
under two branches of one piece with it,
and a bud under two branches of one piece
with it, for the six branches going out of
the lamp stand. 36 Their buds and their
branches shall be of one piece with it, all
of it one beaten work of pure gold. 37 You
shall make its lamps seven, and they shall
light its lamps to give light to the space
in front of it. 38 Its snuffers and its snuff
dishes shall be of pure gold. 39 It shall be
made of a talent‡ of pure gold, with all these

accessories. 40See that youmake themafter
their pattern, which has been shown to you
on themountain.

26
1 “Moreover you shall make the taberna-

cle with ten curtains of fine twined linen,
and blue, and purple, and scarlet, with
cherubim. You shall make them with the
work of a skillful workman. 2The length of
each curtain shall be twenty-eight cubits,*
and the width of each curtain four cubits:
all the curtains shall have one measure.
3 Five curtains shall be coupled together to
one another, and the other five curtains
shall be coupled to one another. 4 You shall
make loops of blue on the edge of the one
curtain from the edge in the coupling, and
you shall do likewise on the edge of the
curtain that is outermost in the second cou-
pling. 5You shall make fifty loops in the one
curtain, and you shall make fifty loops in
the edge of the curtain that is in the second
coupling. The loops shall be opposite one
another. 6 You shall make fifty clasps of
gold, andcouple the curtains tooneanother
with the clasps. The tabernacle shall be a
unit.

7 “You shall make curtains of goats’ hair
for a covering over the tabernacle. You
shall make eleven curtains. 8 The length
of each curtain shall be thirty cubits, and
the width of each curtain four cubits: the
eleven curtains shall have one measure.
9 You shall couple five curtains by them-
selves, and six curtains by themselves, and
shall double over the sixth curtain in the
forefront of the tent. 10 You shall make
fifty loops on the edge of the one curtain
that is outermost in the coupling, and fifty
loops on the edge of the curtain which is
outermost in the second coupling. 11 You
shall make fifty clasps of bronze, and put
the clasps into the loops, and couple the tent
together, that it may be one. 12 The over-
hanging part that remains of the curtains
of the tent—the half curtain that remains—
shall hang over the back of the tabernacle.
13 The cubit on the one side and the cubit
on the other side, of that which remains in
the length of the curtains of the tent, shall
hangover the sides of the tabernacle on this
side and on that side, to cover it. 14You shall
make a covering for the tent of rams’ skins
dyed red, and a covering of sea cow hides
above.

15 “You shall make the boards for the
tabernacle of acacia wood, standing up-
right. 16 Ten cubits shall be the length

‡ 25:39 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces * 26:2 A cubit is the length from the tip of
themiddle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46 centimeters.
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of a board, and one and a half cubits the
width of each board. 17 There shall be two
tenons ineachboard, joined tooneanother:
thus you shall make for all the boards of
the tabernacle. 18 You shall make twenty
boards for the tabernacle, for the south side
southward. 19 You shall make forty sock-
ets of silver under the twenty boards; two
sockets under one board for its two tenons,
and two sockets under another board for
its two tenons. 20 For the second side of
the tabernacle, on the north side, twenty
boards, 21 and their forty sockets of silver;
two sockets under one board, and two sock-
ets under another board. 22For the far side
of the tabernacle westward you shall make
six boards. 23 You shall make two boards
for the corners of the tabernacle in the far
side. 24They shall bedoublebeneath, and in
the same way they shall be whole to its top
to one ring: thus shall it be for them both;
they shall be for the two corners. 25 There
shall be eight boards, and their sockets of
silver, sixteen sockets; two sockets under
one board, and two sockets under another
board.

26 “You shall make bars of acacia wood:
five for the boards of the one side of the
tabernacle, 27 and five bars for the boards
of the other side of the tabernacle, and
five bars for the boards of the side of the
tabernacle, for the far sidewestward. 28The
middle bar in themiddle of the boards shall
pass through from end to end. 29 You shall
overlay the boards with gold, and make
their rings of gold for places for the bars.
You shall overlay the bars with gold. 30You
shall set up the tabernacle according to the
way that it was shown to you on the moun-
tain.

31 “You shall make a veil of blue, and
purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen,
with cherubim. It shall be the work of a
skillful workman. 32 You shall hang it on
four pillars of acacia overlaid with gold;
their hooks shall be of gold, on four sockets
of silver. 33You shall hang up the veil under
the clasps, and shall bring the ark of the
covenant in there within the veil. The veil
shall separate the holy place from the most
holy for you. 34You shall put themercy seat
on the ark of the covenant in the most holy
place. 35 You shall set the table outside the
veil, and the lamp stand opposite the table
on the side of the tabernacle toward the
south. You shall put the table on the north
side.

36 “You shall make a screen for the door
of the Tent, of blue, and purple, and scarlet,

and fine twined linen, the work of the em-
broiderer. 37 You shall make for the screen
five pillars of acacia, and overlay themwith
gold. Their hooks shall be of gold. You shall
cast five sockets of bronze for them.

27
1“Youshallmake thealtarof acaciawood,

five cubits* long, and five cubits wide. The
altar shall be square. Its height shall be
three cubits.† 2 You shall make its horns
on its four corners. Its horns shall be of
one piece with it. You shall overlay it with
bronze. 3 You shall make its pots to take
away its ashes; and its shovels, its basins,
its meat hooks, and its fire pans. You shall
make all its vessels of bronze. 4 You shall
make a grating for it of network of bronze.
On thenet you shallmake four bronze rings
in its four corners. 5 You shall put it under
the ledge around the altar beneath, that the
net may reach halfway up the altar. 6 You
shall make poles for the altar, poles of aca-
cia wood, and overlay them with bronze.
7 Its poles shall be put into the rings, and the
poles shall be on the two sides of the altar
when carrying it. 8You shall make it hollow
with planks. They shall make it as it has
been shown you on themountain.

9“Youshallmake the court of the taberna-
cle: for the south side southward there shall
be hangings for the court of fine twined
linen one hundred cubits long for one side.
10 Its pillars shall be twenty, and their sock-
ets twenty, of bronze. The hooks of the
pillars and their fillets shall be of silver.
11 Likewise for the length of the north side,
there shall be hangings one hundred cu-
bits long, and its pillars twenty, and their
sockets twenty, of bronze; the hooks of the
pillars, and their fillets, of silver. 12 For the
width of the court on the west side shall
be hangings of fifty cubits; their pillars ten,
and their sockets ten. 13 The width of the
court on the east side eastward shall be
fifty cubits. 14 The hangings for the one
side of the gate shall be fifteen cubits; their
pillars three, and their sockets three. 15 For
the other side shall be hangings of fifteen
cubits; their pillars three, and their sockets
three. 16 For the gate of the court shall
be a screen of twenty cubits, of blue, and
purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen,
the work of the embroiderer; their pillars
four, and their sockets four. 17All the pillars
of the court around shall be filleted with
silver; their hooks of silver, and their sock-
ets of bronze. 18 The length of the court
shall be one hundred cubits, and the width

* 27:1 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters. † 27:1 The altar was to be about 2.3×2.3×1.4 meters or about 7½×7½×4½ feet.
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fifty throughout, and the height five cubits,
of fine twined linen, and their sockets of
bronze. 19All the instruments of the taber-
nacle in all its service, and all its pins, and
all the pins of the court, shall be of bronze.

20 “You shall command the children of
Israel, that they bring to you pure olive oil
beaten for the light, to cause a lamp to burn
continually. 21 In the Tent of Meeting, out-
side the veil which is before the covenant,
Aaron and his sons shall keep it in order
from evening to morning before the LORD:
it shall be a statute forever throughout their
generations on the behalf of the children of
Israel.

28
1 “Bring Aaron your brother, and his sons

with him, near to you from among the chil-
dren of Israel, that he may minister to me
in the priest’s office: Aaron, with Nadab,
Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar, Aaron’s sons.
2 You shall make holy garments for Aaron
your brother, for glory and for beauty. 3You
shall speak to all who are wise-hearted,
whom I have filled with the spirit of wis-
dom, that they make Aaron’s garments to
sanctify him, that he may minister to me in
the priest’s office. 4These are the garments
which they shall make: a breastplate, an
ephod, a robe, a fitted tunic, a turban, and
a sash. They shall make holy garments for
Aaron your brother and his sons, that he
may minister to me in the priest’s office.
5 They shall use the gold, and the blue, and
the purple, and the scarlet, and the fine
linen.

6“Theyshallmake theephodofgold, blue,
purple, scarlet, and fine twined linen, the
work of the skillful workman. 7 It shall
have two shoulder straps joined to the two
ends of it, that it may be joined together.
8 The skillfully woven band, which is on
it, shall be like its work and of the same
piece; of gold, blue, purple, scarlet, and fine
twined linen. 9 You shall take two onyx
stones, and engrave on them the names of
the children of Israel. 10 Six of their names
on the one stone, and the names of the
six that remain on the other stone, in the
order of their birth. 11 With the work of
an engraver in stone, like the engravings of
a signet, you shall engrave the two stones,
according to the names of the children of
Israel. You shall make them to be enclosed
in settings of gold. 12 You shall put the two
stones on the shoulder straps of the ephod,
to be stones of memorial for the children
of Israel. Aaron shall bear their names

before the LORD on his two shoulders for
a memorial. 13 You shall make settings of
gold, 14 and two chains of pure gold; you
shallmake them like cords of braidedwork.
You shall put the braided chains on the
settings.

15 “You shall make a breastplate of judg-
ment, theworkof the skillfulworkman; like
the work of the ephod you shall make it;
of gold, of blue, and purple, and scarlet,
and fine twined linen, you shall make it.
16 It shall be square and folded double; a
span* shall be its length, and a span its
width. 17You shall set in it settings of stones,
four rows of stones: a row of ruby, topaz,
and beryl shall be the first row; 18 and the
second rowa turquoise, a sapphire,† and an
emerald; 19 and the third row a jacinth, an
agate, and an amethyst; 20 and the fourth
row a chrysolite, an onyx, and a jasper.
They shall be enclosed in gold in their set-
tings. 21The stones shall be according to the
names of the children of Israel, twelve, ac-
cording to their names; like the engravings
of a signet, everyone according to his name,
they shall be for the twelve tribes. 22 You
shall make on the breastplate chains like
cords, of braided work of pure gold. 23 You
shall make on the breastplate two rings of
gold, and shall put the two rings on the two
ends of the breastplate. 24 You shall put
the two braided chains of gold in the two
rings at the ends of the breastplate. 25 The
other two ends of the two braided chains
you shall put on the two settings, and put
them on the shoulder straps of the ephod
in its forepart. 26 You shall make two rings
of gold, and you shall put them on the two
ends of the breastplate, on its edge, which
is toward the side of the ephod inward.
27 You shall make two rings of gold, and
shall put themon the two shoulder straps of
the ephod underneath, in its forepart, close
by its coupling, above the skillfully woven
band of the ephod. 28 They shall bind the
breastplate by its rings to the rings of the
ephod with a lace of blue, that it may be on
the skillfully woven band of the ephod, and
that thebreastplatemaynot swingout from
the ephod. 29 Aaron shall bear the names
of the children of Israel in the breastplate
of judgment on his heart, when he goes in
to the holy place, for amemorial before the
LORD continually. 30 You shall put in the
breastplate of judgment the Urim and the
Thummim; and they shall be on Aaron’s
heart, when he goes in before the LORD.
Aaron shall bear the judgment of the chil-
dren of Israel on his heart before the LORD

* 28:16 A span is the length from the tip of a man’s thumb to the tip of his little finger when his hand is stretched out
(about half a cubit, or 9 inches, or 22.8 cm.) † 28:18 or, lapis lazuli
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continually.
31 “You shall make the robe of the ephod

all of blue. 32 It shall have a hole for the
head in the middle of it. It shall have a
binding of woven work around its hole, as
it were the hole of a coat of mail, that it
not be torn. 33 On its hem you shall make
pomegranates of blue, and of purple, and
of scarlet, all around its hem; with bells of
gold between and around them: 34a golden
bell and a pomegranate, a golden bell and a
pomegranate, around the hem of the robe.
35 It shall be on Aaron to minister: and its
sound shall be heardwhen he goes in to the
holy place before the LORD, and when he
comes out, that he not die.

36 “You shall make a plate of pure gold,
and engrave on it, like the engravings of a
signet, ‘HOLY TO THE LORD.’ 37 You shall
put it on a lace of blue, and it shall be on
the sash. It shall be on the front of the
sash. 38 It shall be on Aaron’s forehead, and
Aaron shall bear the iniquity of the holy
things, which the children of Israel shall
make holy in all their holy gifts; and it shall
be always on his forehead, that they may
be accepted before the LORD. 39 You shall
weave the tunic with fine linen. You shall
make a turban of fine linen. You shall make
a sash, the work of the embroiderer.

40“Youshallmake tunics forAaron’s sons.
You shall make sashes for them. You shall
make headbands for them, for glory and
for beauty. 41 You shall put them on Aaron
your brother, and on his sonswith him, and
shall anoint them, and consecrate them,
and sanctify them, that they may minister
tome in the priest’s office. 42You shallmake
them linen pants to cover their naked flesh.
They shall reach from the waist even to the
thighs. 43 They shall be on Aaron and on
his sons, when they go in to the Tent of
Meeting, or when they come near to the
altar to minister in the holy place, that they
don’t bear iniquity, and die. This shall be a
statute forever to him and to his offspring
after him.

29
1 “This is the thing that you shall do to

them to make them holy, to minister to me
in the priest’s office: take one young bull
and two rams without defect, 2unleavened
bread, unleavened cakes mixed with oil,
and unleavened wafers anointed with oil.
You shall make them of fine wheat flour.
3 You shall put them into one basket, and
bring them in the basket, with the bull and
the two rams. 4 You shall bring Aaron and
his sons to the door of the Tent of Meeting,
and shall wash themwith water. 5You shall
take the garments, and put on Aaron the

tunic, the robe of the ephod, the ephod, and
the breastplate, and clothe him with the
skillfully woven band of the ephod. 6 You
shall set the turban on his head, and put
the holy crown on the turban. 7 Then you
shall take the anointing oil, and pour it on
his head, and anoint him. 8 You shall bring
his sons, and put tunics on them. 9You shall
clothe them with belts, Aaron and his sons,
and bind headbands on them. They shall
have the priesthood by a perpetual statute.
You shall consecrate Aaron and his sons.

10“You shall bring thebull before theTent
ofMeeting; andAaronandhis sons shall lay
their hands on the head of the bull. 11 You
shall kill the bull before the LORD at the
door of theTent ofMeeting. 12You shall take
of the blood of the bull, and put it on the
horns of the altar with your finger; and you
shall pour out all the blood at the base of the
altar. 13You shall take all the fat that covers
the innards, the cover of the liver, the two
kidneys, and the fat that is on them, and
burn them on the altar. 14 But the meat of
the bull, and its skin, and its dung, you shall
burnwithfire outside of the camp. It is a sin
offering.

15 “You shall also take the one ram, and
Aaron and his sons shall lay their hands on
theheadof the ram. 16Youshall kill the ram,
and you shall take its blood, and sprinkle it
around on the altar. 17You shall cut the ram
into its pieces, and wash its innards, and its
legs, and put themwith its pieces, and with
its head. 18You shall burn thewhole ramon
the altar: it is a burnt offering to the LORD;
it is a pleasant aroma, an offering made by
fire to the LORD.

19 “You shall take the other ram, and
Aaron and his sons shall lay their hands on
the head of the ram. 20 Then you shall kill
the ram, and take some of its blood, and put
it on the tip of the right ear of Aaron, and
on the tip of the right ear of his sons, and
on the thumb of their right hand, and on
the big toe of their right foot; and sprinkle
the blood around on the altar. 21 You shall
take of the blood that is on the altar, and of
the anointing oil, and sprinkle it on Aaron,
and on his garments, and on his sons, and
on the garments of his sons with him: and
he shall be made holy, and his garments,
and his sons, and his sons’ garments with
him. 22 Also you shall take some of the
ram’s fat, the fat tail, the fat that covers
the innards, the cover of the liver, the two
kidneys, the fat that is on them, and the
right thigh (for it is a ram of consecration),
23 and one loaf of bread, one cake of oiled
bread, and one wafer out of the basket of
unleavened bread that is before the LORD.
24 You shall put all of this in Aaron’s hands,
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and in his sons’hands, and shall wave them
for a wave offering before the LORD. 25You
shall take them from their hands, and burn
them on the altar on the burnt offering, for
a pleasant aroma before the LORD: it is an
offeringmade by fire to the LORD.

26 “You shall take the breast of Aaron’s
ramof consecration, andwave it for awave
offering before the LORD. It shall be your
portion. 27 You shall sanctify the breast
of the wave offering and the thigh of the
wave offering, which is waved, and which
is raised up, of the ram of consecration,
even of that which is for Aaron, and of that
which is for his sons. 28 It shall be for Aaron
and his sons as their portion forever from
the children of Israel; for it is a wave of-
fering. It shall be a wave offering from the
children of Israel of the sacrifices of their
peace offerings, even their wave offering to
the LORD.

29 “The holy garments of Aaron shall
be for his sons after him, to be anointed
in them, and to be consecrated in them.
30 Seven days shall the son who is priest in
his place put them on, when he comes into
the Tent of Meeting to minister in the holy
place.

31 “You shall take the ram of consecration
and boil its meat in a holy place. 32 Aaron
and his sons shall eat the meat of the ram,
and the bread that is in the basket, at the
door of the Tent of Meeting. 33 They shall
eat those things withwhich atonement was
made, to consecrate and sanctify them; but
a stranger shall not eat of it, because they
are holy. 34 If anything of the meat of the
consecration, or of the bread, remains to
the morning, then you shall burn the re-
mainder with fire. It shall not be eaten,
because it is holy.

35 “You shall do so to Aaron and to his
sons, according to all that I have com-
manded you. You shall consecrate them
seven days. 36Every day you shall offer the
bull of sin offering for atonement. You shall
cleanse the altar when you make atone-
ment for it. You shall anoint it, to sanctify it.
37Seven days you shallmake atonement for
the altar, and sanctify it; and the altar shall
be most holy. Whatever touches the altar
shall be holy.

38 “Now this is that which you shall offer
on the altar: two lambs a year old day
by day continually. 39 The one lamb you
shall offer in the morning; and the other
lamb you shall offer at evening; 40and with
the one lamb a tenth part of an ephah* of

fine flour mixed with the fourth part of a
hin† of beaten oil, and the fourth part of
a hin of wine for a drink offering. 41 The
other lamb you shall offer at evening, and
shall do to it according to the meal offering
of the morning and according to its drink
offering, for a pleasant aroma, an offering
made by fire to the LORD. 42 It shall be a
continual burnt offering throughout your
generations at the door of the Tent of Meet-
ing before the LORD,where Iwillmeetwith
you, to speak there to you. 43 There I will
meet with the children of Israel; and the
place shall be sanctified by my glory. 44 I
will sanctify the Tent of Meeting and the
altar. I will also sanctify Aaron and his sons
to minister to me in the priest’s office. 45 I
will dwell among the children of Israel, and
will be their God. 46 They shall know that I
am the LORD their God, who brought them
out of the land of Egypt, that I might dwell
among them: I am the LORD their God.

30
1 “You shallmake an altar to burn incense

on. You shall make it of acacia wood. 2 Its
length shall be a cubit,* and its width a
cubit. It shall be square, and its height shall
be two cubits. Its horns shall be of one piece
with it. 3You shall overlay it with pure gold,
its top, its sides around it, and its horns;
and you shall make a gold molding around
it. 4 You shall make two golden rings for
it under its molding; on its two ribs, on its
two sides you shall make them; and they
shall be for places for poles with which to
bear it. 5You shall make the poles of acacia
wood, and overlay them with gold. 6 You
shall put it before the veil that is by the ark
of the covenant, before the mercy seat that
is over the covenant, where Iwillmeetwith
you. 7 Aaron shall burn incense of sweet
spices on it every morning. When he tends
the lamps, he shall burn it. 8When Aaron
lights the lamps at evening, he shall burn
it, a perpetual incense before the LORD
throughout your generations. 9 You shall
offer no strange incense on it, nor burnt
offering, nor meal offering; and you shall
pour no drink offering on it. 10Aaron shall
make atonement on its horns once in the
year; with the blood of the sin offering of
atonement once in the year he shall make
atonement for it throughout your genera-
tions. It is most holy to the LORD.”

11 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
12 “When you take a census of the chil-
dren of Israel, according to those who are

* 29:40 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel † 29:40 A hin is about 6.5 liters or 1.7 gallons, so a fourth

of a hin is about 1.6 liters. * 30:2 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm,
or about 18 inches or 46 centimeters.
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counted among them, then each man shall
give a ransomforhis soul to theLORDwhen
you count them, that there be no plague
among themwhen you count them. 13They
shall give this, everyone who passes over
to those who are counted, half a shekel ac-
cording to the shekel† of the sanctuary (the
shekel is twenty gerahs‡); half a shekel for
an offering to the LORD. 14 Everyone who
passes over to those who are counted, from
twenty years old and upward, shall give the
offering to the LORD. 15 The rich shall not
give more, and the poor shall not give less,
than the half shekel,§ when they give the
offering of the LORD, to make atonement
for your souls. 16 You shall take the atone-
ment money from the children of Israel,
and shall appoint it for the service of the
Tent of Meeting; that it may be a memorial
for the children of Israel before the LORD,
to make atonement for your souls.”

17 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
18 “You shall also make a basin of bronze,
and its base of bronze, in which to wash.
You shall put it between the Tent ofMeeting
and the altar, and you shall put water in it.
19Aaronandhis sons shallwash theirhands
and their feet in it. 20When they go into the
Tent ofMeeting, they shallwashwithwater,
that they not die; or when they come near
to the altar to minister, to burn an offering
made by fire to the LORD. 21 So they shall
wash their hands and their feet, that they
not die. This shall be a statute forever to
them, even to him and to his descendants
throughout their generations.”

22 Moreover the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying, 23 “Also take fine spices: of liquid
myrrh, five hundred shekels;* and of fra-
grant cinnamon half as much, even two
hundredandfifty; andof fragrant cane, two
hundred and fifty; 24and of cassia five hun-
dred, according to the shekel of the sanctu-
ary; and ahin† of olive oil. 25You shallmake
it into a holy anointing oil, a perfume com-
pounded after the art of the perfumer: it
shall be a holy anointing oil. 26You shall use
it to anoint the Tent of Meeting, the ark of
the covenant, 27 the table and all its articles,
the lamp stand and its accessories, the altar
of incense, 28 the altar of burnt offering
with all its utensils, and the basin with its
base. 29 You shall sanctify them, that they
may be most holy. Whatever touches them
shall be holy. 30You shall anoint Aaron and
his sons, and sanctify them, that they may
minister to me in the priest’s office. 31 You

shall speak to the children of Israel, saying,
‘This shall be a holy anointing oil to me
throughout your generations. 32 It shall not
be poured on man’s flesh, and do not make
any like it, according to its composition. It
is holy. It shall be holy to you. 33Whoever
compounds any like it, orwhoever puts any
of it on a stranger, he shall be cut off from
his people.’ ”

34The LORD said to Moses, “Take to your-
self sweet spices, gum resin, onycha, and
galbanum: sweet spices with pure frank-
incense. There shall be an equal weight
of each. 35 You shall make incense of it,
a perfume after the art of the perfumer,
seasoned with salt, pure and holy. 36 You
shall beat some of it very small, and put
some of it before the covenant in the Tent of
Meeting,where Iwillmeetwith you. It shall
be to you most holy. 37 You shall not make
this incense, according to its composition,
for yourselves: it shall be to you holy for
the LORD. 38 Whoever shall make any like
that, to smell of it, he shall be cut off from
his people.”

31
1 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

2 “Behold, I have called by name Bezalel
the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe
of Judah. 3 I have filled him with the Spirit
of God, in wisdom, and in understanding,
and in knowledge, and in all kinds of
workmanship, 4 to devise skillful works, to
work in gold, and in silver, and in bronze,
5 and in cutting of stones for setting, and
in carving of wood, to work in all kinds
of workmanship. 6 Behold, I myself have
appointed with him Oholiab, the son of
Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan; and in the
heart of all who arewise-hearted I have put
wisdom, that they may make all that I have
commanded you: 7 the Tent of Meeting, the
ark of the covenant, the mercy seat that
is on it, all the furniture of the Tent, 8 the
table and its vessels, the pure lamp stand
with all its vessels, the altar of incense, 9 the
altar of burnt offering with all its vessels,
the basin and its base, 10 the finely worked
garments—the holy garments for Aaron the
priest, the garments of his sons to minister
in the priest’s office— 11 the anointing oil,
and the incense of sweet spices for the
holy place: according to all that I have
commanded you they shall do.”

12 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
13 “Speak also to the children of Israel, say-
ing, ‘Most certainly you shall keep my Sab-

† 30:13 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. ‡ 30:13 a gerah is about 0.5 grams or about 7.7 grains
§ 30:15 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. * 30:23 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces,
so 500 shekels is about 5 kilograms or about 11 pounds. † 30:24 A hin is about 6.5 liters or 1.7 gallons.
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baths; for it is a sign between me and you
throughout your generations, that youmay
know that I am the LORD who sanctifies
you. 14 You shall keep the Sabbath there-
fore, for it is holy to you. Everyone who
profanes it shall surely be put to death;
for whoever does any work therein, that
soul shall be cut off from among his peo-
ple. 15 Six days shall work be done, but
on the seventh day is a Sabbath of solemn
rest, holy to the LORD. Whoever does any
work on the Sabbath day shall surely be
put to death. 16 Therefore the children of
Israel shall keep the Sabbath, to observe the
Sabbath throughout their generations, for a
perpetual covenant. 17 It is a sign between
me and the children of Israel forever; for in
six days the LORD made heaven and earth,
and on the seventh day he rested, and was
refreshed.’ ”

18Whenhefinishedspeakingwithhimon
Mount Sinai, he gave Moses the two tablets
of the covenant, stone tablets, written with
God’s finger.

32
1 When the people saw that Moses de-

layed coming down from the mountain,
the people gathered themselves together to
Aaron, and said to him, “Come, make us
gods,which shall gobeforeus; for as for this
Moses, the man who brought us up out of
the land of Egypt, we don’t know what has
become of him.”

2Aaron said to them, “Take off the golden
rings,whichare in the ears of yourwives, of
your sons, andof your daughters, andbring
them tome.”

3 All the people took off the golden rings
whichwere in their ears, and brought them
to Aaron. 4He received what they handed
him, fashioned it with an engraving tool,
and made it a molded calf. Then they said,
“These are your gods, Israel, which brought
you up out of the land of Egypt.”

5When Aaron saw this, he built an altar
before it; and Aaron made a proclamation,
and said, “Tomorrow shall be a feast to the
LORD.”

6 They rose up early on the next day, and
offered burnt offerings, and brought peace
offerings; and the people sat down to eat
and to drink, and rose up to play.

7 The LORD spoke to Moses, “Go, get
down; for your people, whom you brought
up out of the land of Egypt, have cor-
rupted themselves! 8 They have turned
away quickly out of the way which I com-
manded them. They havemade themselves
a molded calf, and have worshiped it, and
have sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are

your gods, Israel, which brought you up out
of the land of Egypt.’ ”

9 The LORD said to Moses, “I have seen
these people, and behold, they are a stiff-
necked people. 10Now therefore leave me
alone, that my wrath may burn hot against
them, and that I may consume them; and I
will make of you a great nation.”

11 Moses begged the LORD his God, and
said, “LORD, why does yourwrath burn hot
against your people, that you have brought
out of the land of Egypt with great power
andwith amighty hand? 12Why should the
Egyptians talk, saying, ‘He brought them
out for evil, to kill them in the mountains,
and to consume them from the surface of
the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath,
and turn away from this evil against your
people. 13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and
Israel, your servants, to whom you swore
by your own self, and said to them, ‘I will
multiply your offspring* as the stars of the
sky, and all this land that I have spoken of
I will give to your offspring, and they shall
inherit it forever.’ ”

14So the LORD turned away from the evil
which he said he would do to his people.

15 Moses turned, and went down from
the mountain, with the two tablets of the
covenant in his hand; tablets that were
written on both their sides. They were
written on one side and on the other. 16The
tablets were the work of God, and the writ-
ingwas thewriting of God, engraved on the
tablets.

17 When Joshua heard the noise of the
people as they shouted, he said to Moses,
“There is the noise of war in the camp.”

18He said, “It isn’t the voice of those who
shout for victory. It is not the voice of those
who cry for being overcome; but the noise
of those who sing that I hear.” 19 As soon
as he came near to the camp, he saw the
calf and the dancing. Then Moses’ anger
grewhot, andhe threw the tablets out of his
hands, and broke them beneath the moun-
tain. 20 He took the calf which they had
made, and burned it with fire, ground it to
powder, and scattered it on the water, and
made the children of Israel drink it.

21 Moses said to Aaron, “What did these
people do to you, that you have brought a
great sin on them?”

22 Aaron said, “Don’t let the anger of my
lord grow hot. You know the people, that
they are set on evil. 23 For they said to me,
‘Make us gods, which shall go before us.
As for this Moses, the man who brought us
up out of the land of Egypt, we don’t know
what has become of him.’ 24 I said to them,

* 32:13 or, seed
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‘Whoever has any gold, let them take it off.’
So they gave it to me; and I threw it into the
fire, and out came this calf.”

25When Moses saw that the people were
out of control, (for Aaron had let them lose
control, causing derision among their ene-
mies), 26 then Moses stood in the gate of the
camp, and said, “Whoever is on the LORD’s
side, come tome!”
All the sons of Levi gathered themselves

together to him. 27 He said to them, “The
LORD, the God of Israel, says, ‘Every man
put his sword on his thigh, and go back
and forth from gate to gate throughout the
camp, and every man kill his brother, and
every man his companion, and every man
his neighbor.’ ” 28 The sons of Levi did ac-
cording to the word of Moses. About three
thousand men fell of the people that day.
29Moses said, “Consecrate yourselves today
to the LORD, for every man was against his
son and against his brother, that he may
give you a blessing today.”

30On the next day, Moses said to the peo-
ple, “You have sinned a great sin. Now I
will go up to the LORD. Perhaps I shallmake
atonement for your sin.”

31Moses returned to the LORD, and said,
“Oh, thispeoplehave sinnedagreat sin, and
have made themselves gods of gold. 32 Yet
now, if youwill, forgive their sin—and if not,
please blot me out of your book which you
have written.”

33The LORD said toMoses, “Whoever has
sinned against me, I will blot him out of
my book. 34Now go, lead the people to the
placeofwhich Ihavespoken toyou. Behold,
my angel shall go before you. Nevertheless,
in the day when I punish, I will punish
them for their sin.” 35 The LORD struck the
people, because of what they did with the
calf, which Aaronmade.

33
1 The LORD spoke to Moses, “Depart, go

up from here, you and the people that you
have brought up out of the land of Egypt,
to the land of which I swore to Abraham, to
Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to
your offspring.’ 2 I will send an angel before
you; and I will drive out the Canaanite, the
Amorite, and the Hittite, and the Perizzite,
the Hivite, and the Jebusite. 3 Go to a land
flowing with milk and honey; but I will not
go up among you, for you are a stiff-necked
people, lest I consume you on the way.”

4 When the people heard this evil news,
they mourned; and no one put on his jew-
elry.

5 The LORD had said to Moses, “Tell the
children of Israel, ‘You are a stiff-necked
people. If Iwere to goup among you for one

moment, I would consume you. Therefore
now take off your jewelry from you, that I
may knowwhat to do to you.’ ”

6 The children of Israel stripped them-
selves of their jewelry from Mount Horeb
onward.

7 Now Moses used to take the tent and
pitch it outside the camp, far away from
the camp, and he called it “The Tent of
Meeting.” Everyone who sought the LORD
went out to the Tent of Meeting, which was
outside the camp. 8WhenMoseswentout to
the Tent, all the people rose up, and stood,
everyone at their tent door, and watched
Moses, until he had gone into the Tent.
9 When Moses entered into the Tent, the
pillar of cloud descended, stood at the door
of theTent, and theLORDspokewithMoses.
10 All the people saw the pillar of cloud
stand at the door of the Tent, and all the
people rose up and worshiped, everyone
at their tent door. 11 The LORD spoke to
Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his
friend. He turned again into the camp, but
his servant Joshua, the son of Nun, a young
man, didn’t depart from the Tent.

12 Moses said to the LORD, “Behold, you
tell me, ‘Bring up this people;’ and you
haven’t let me know whom you will send
with me. Yet you have said, ‘I know you
by name, and you have also found favor in
my sight.’ 13Now therefore, if I have found
favor in your sight, please show me your
way, now, that I may know you, so that I
may find favor in your sight; and consider
that this nation is your people.”

14He said, “My presencewill go with you,
and I will give you rest.”

15 Moses said to him, “If your presence
doesn’t go with me, don’t carry us up from
here. 16 For how would people know that I
have found favor in your sight, I and your
people? Isn’t it that you go with us, so that
we are separated, I and your people, from
all the people who are on the surface of the
earth?”

17 The LORD said to Moses, “I will do this
thing also that you have spoken; for you
have found favor in my sight, and I know
you by name.”

18 Moses said, “Please show me your
glory.”

19 He said, “I will make all my good-
ness pass before you, and will proclaim the
LORD’s name before you. I will be gracious
to whom I will be gracious, and will show
mercy on whom I will show mercy.” 20He
said, “You cannot see my face, for manmay
not see me and live.” 21The LORD also said,
“Behold, there is a place by me, and you
shall stand on the rock. 22 It will happen,
whilemy glory passes by, that I will put you
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in a cleft of the rock, andwill cover youwith
my hand until I have passed by; 23 then I
will takeawaymyhand, andyouwill seemy
back; but my face shall not be seen.”

34
1 The LORD said to Moses, “Chisel two

stone tablets like the first. I will write on
the tablets the words that were on the first
tablets, which you broke. 2 Be ready by
the morning, and come up in the morning
to Mount Sinai, and present yourself there
to me on the top of the mountain. 3 No
one shall come up with you or be seen
anywhere on the mountain. Do not let the
flocks or herds graze in front of that moun-
tain.”

4 He chiseled two tablets of stone like
the first; then Moses rose up early in the
morning, and went up to Mount Sinai, as
the LORD had commanded him, and took
in his hand two stone tablets. 5 The LORD
descended in the cloud, and stoodwith him
there, and proclaimed the LORD’s* name.
6 The LORD passed by before him, and pro-
claimed, “The LORD! The LORD, a merciful
and gracious God, slow to anger, and abun-
dant in loving kindness and truth, 7keeping
loving kindness for thousands, forgiving in-
iquity and disobedience and sin; and who
will by no means clear the guilty, visiting
the iniquity of the fathers on the children,
and on the children’s children, on the third
and on the fourth generation.”

8 Moses hurried and bowed his head to-
ward the earth, and worshiped. 9He said,
“If now I have found favor in your sight,
Lord, please let the Lord go among us, even
though this is a stiff-necked people; pardon
our iniquity and our sin, and take us for
your inheritance.”

10 He said, “Behold, I make a covenant:
before all your people I will do marvels,
such as have not been worked in all the
earth, nor in any nation; and all the people
among whom you are shall see the work
of the LORD; for it is an awesome thing
that I do with you. 11 Observe that which
I command you today. Behold, I will drive
out before you the Amorite, the Canaanite,
the Hittite, the Perizzite, the Hivite, and
the Jebusite. 12 Be careful, lest you make a
covenant with the inhabitants of the land
where you are going, lest it be for a snare
among you; 13 but you shall break down
their altars, and dash in pieces their pillars,
and you shall cut down theirAsherahpoles;
14 foryoushallworshipnoothergod; for the

LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous
God.

15“Don’tmake a covenantwith the inhab-
itants of the land, lest they play the prosti-
tute after their gods, and sacrifice to their
gods, and one call you and you eat of his
sacrifice; 16 and you take of their daughters
to your sons, and their daughters play the
prostitute after their gods, and make your
sons play the prostitute after their gods.

17 “You shall make no cast idols for your-
selves.

18 “You shall keep the feast of unleavened
bread. Sevendays you shall eat unleavened
bread, as I commanded you, at the time
appointed in the month Abib; for in the
month Abib you came out of Egypt.

19 “All that opens the womb is mine; and
all your livestock that is male, the firstborn
of cow and sheep. 20 You shall redeem the
firstborn of a donkey with a lamb. If you
will not redeem it, then you shall break its
neck. You shall redeem all the firstborn of
your sons. No one shall appear before me
empty.

21 “Six days you shall work, but on the
seventh day you shall rest: in plowing time
and in harvest you shall rest.

22 “You shall observe the feast of weeks
with the first fruits of wheat harvest, and
the feast of harvest at the year’s end.
23 Three times in the year all your males
shall appear before the Lord GOD, the God
of Israel. 24 For I will drive out nations be-
fore you and enlarge your borders; neither
shall any man desire your land when you
go up to appear before the LORD, your God,
three times in the year.

25 “You shall not offer the blood of my
sacrificewith leavened bread. The sacrifice
of the feast of the Passover shall not be left
to themorning.

26 “You shall bring the first of the first
fruits of your ground to the house of the
LORD your God.

“You shall not boil a young goat in its
mother’s milk.”

27 The LORD said to Moses, “Write these
words; for in accordance with these words
I have made a covenant with you and with
Israel.”

28He was there with the LORD forty days
and forty nights; he neither ate bread, nor
drank water. He wrote on the tablets the
words of the covenant, the ten command-
ments.

29 When Moses came down from Mount
Sinaiwith the two tablets of the covenant in
Moses’ hand, when he came down from the

* 34:5 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short
form יה Yah.
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mountain, Moses didn’t know that the skin
of his face shone by reason of his speaking
with him. 30When Aaron and all the chil-
dren of Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin
of his face shone; and they were afraid to
comenearhim. 31Moses called to them, and
Aaron andall the rulers of the congregation
returned to him; and Moses spoke to them.
32Afterward all the children of Israel came
near, and he gave them all the command-
ments that the LORD had spoken with him
on Mount Sinai. 33When Moses was done
speaking with them, he put a veil on his
face. 34But when Moses went in before the
LORD to speak with him, he took the veil
off, until he came out; and he came out, and
spoke to the children of Israel thatwhich he
was commanded. 35 The children of Israel
sawMoses’ face, that the skin ofMoses’ face
shone; so Moses put the veil on his face
again, until he went in to speak with him.

35
1 Moses assembled all the congregation

of the children of Israel, and said to them,
“These are the words which the LORD has
commanded, that you shoulddo them. 2 ‘Six
days shall work be done, but on the seventh
day there shall be a holy day for you, a Sab-
bath of solemn rest to the LORD: whoever
does any work in it shall be put to death.
3 You shall kindle no fire throughout your
habitations on the Sabbath day.’ ”

4 Moses spoke to all the congregation of
the children of Israel, saying, “This is the
thing which the LORD commanded, saying,
5 ‘Take from among you an offering to the
LORD. Whoever is of a willing heart, let
him bring it as the LORD’s offering: gold,
silver, bronze, 6 blue, purple, scarlet, fine
linen, goats’ hair, 7 rams’ skins dyed red, sea
cow hides, acacia wood, 8 oil for the light,
spices for theanointingoil and for the sweet
incense, 9 onyx stones, and stones to be set
for the ephod and for the breastplate.

10 “ ‘Let every wise-hearted man among
you come, and make all that the LORD has
commanded: 11 the tabernacle, its outer
covering, its roof, its clasps, its boards, its
bars, its pillars, and its sockets; 12 the ark,
and its poles, the mercy seat, the veil of
the screen; 13 the table with its poles and
all its vessels, and the show bread; 14 the
lamp stand also for the light, with its ves-
sels, its lamps, and the oil for the light;
15and the altar of incensewith its poles, the
anointing oil, the sweet incense, the screen
for the door, at the door of the tabernacle;
16 the altar of burnt offering, with its grat-
ing of bronze, its poles, and all its vessels,
the basin and its base; 17 the hangings of
the court, its pillars, their sockets, and the

screen for the gate of the court; 18 the pins
of the tabernacle, the pins of the court, and
their cords; 19 the finely worked garments
for ministering in the holy place—the holy
garments for Aaron the priest, and the gar-
ments of his sons—tominister in the priest’s
office.’ ”

20 All the congregation of the children of
Israel departed from thepresence ofMoses.
21They came, everyonewhose heart stirred
himup, andeveryonewhomhis spiritmade
willing, andbrought theLORD’s offering for
the work of the Tent of Meeting, and for all
of its service, and for the holy garments.
22 They came, both men and women, as
many aswerewilling-hearted, and brought
brooches, earrings, signet rings, and arm-
lets, all jewels of gold; even everymanwho
offered an offering of gold to the LORD.
23 Everyone with whom was found blue,
purple, scarlet, fine linen, goats’ hair, rams’
skins dyed red, and sea cow hides, brought
them. 24 Everyone who offered an offering
of silver and bronze brought the LORD’s of-
fering; andeveryonewithwhomwas found
acacia wood for any work of the service,
brought it. 25All thewomenwhowerewise-
hearted spunwith theirhands, andbrought
that which they had spun: the blue, the
purple, the scarlet, and the fine linen. 26All
the women whose heart stirred them up in
wisdom spun the goats’ hair. 27 The rulers
brought the onyx stones and the stones to
be set for the ephod and for the breastplate;
28with the spice and the oil for the light, for
the anointing oil, and for the sweet incense.
29 The children of Israel brought a free
will offering to the LORD; every man and
woman whose heart made them willing to
bring for all the work, which the LORD had
commanded to bemade byMoses.

30Moses said to the childrenof Israel, “Be-
hold, the LORD has called by name Bezalel
the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of
Judah. 31 He has filled him with the Spirit
of God, in wisdom, in understanding, in
knowledge, and in all kinds of workman-
ship; 32 and to make skillful works, to work
in gold, in silver, in bronze, 33 in cutting of
stones for setting, and in carvingofwood, to
work in all kinds of skillful workmanship.
34He has put in his heart that hemay teach,
both he and Oholiab, the son of Ahisamach,
of the tribe of Dan. 35 He has filled them
with wisdom of heart to work all kinds of
workmanship, of the engraver, of the skill-
ful workman, and of the embroiderer, in
blue, in purple, in scarlet, and in fine linen,
and of the weaver, even of those who do
any workmanship, and of those who make
skillful works.
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36
1 “Bezalel and Oholiab shall work with

every wise-hearted man, in whom the
LORD has put wisdom and understanding
to know how to do all the work for the
service of the sanctuary, according to all
that the LORD has commanded.”

2 Moses called Bezalel and Oholiab, and
every wise-hearted man, in whose heart
the LORD had put wisdom, even everyone
whose heart stirred him up to come to the
work to do it. 3 They received from Moses
all the offering which the children of Israel
had brought for the work of the service
of the sanctuary, with which to make it.
They kept bringing free will offerings to
himeverymorning. 4All thewisemen,who
performed all the work of the sanctuary,
each came from his work which he did.
5 They spoke to Moses, saying, “The people
have brought much more than enough for
the service of the work which the LORD
commanded tomake.”

6Moses gave a commandment, and they
caused it to be proclaimed throughout the
camp, saying, “Let neitherman norwoman
make anything else for the offering for the
sanctuary.” So the people were restrained
from bringing. 7 For the stuff they had was
sufficient to do all the work, and toomuch.

8 All the wise-hearted men among those
whodid theworkmade the tabernaclewith
ten curtains of fine twined linen, blue, pur-
ple, and scarlet. They made them with
cherubim, the work of a skillful workman.
9 The length of each curtain was twenty-
eight cubits,* and the width of each cur-
tain four cubits. All the curtains had one
measure. 10 He coupled five curtains to
one another, and the other five curtains he
coupled to one another. 11Hemade loops of
blue on the edge of the one curtain from the
edge in the coupling. Likewise he made in
the edge of the curtain that was outermost
in the second coupling. 12 He made fifty
loops in the one curtain, and he made fifty
loops in the edge of the curtain that was in
the second coupling. The loops were oppo-
site to one another. 13He made fifty clasps
of gold, and coupled the curtains to one
another with the clasps: so the tabernacle
was a unit.

14 He made curtains of goats’ hair for a
covering over the tabernacle. He made
them eleven curtains. 15The length of each
curtain was thirty cubits, and four cubits
the width of each curtain. The eleven cur-
tains had one measure. 16He coupled five
curtains by themselves, and six curtains by

themselves. 17 He made fifty loops on the
edge of the curtain that was outermost in
the coupling, and hemade fifty loops on the
edge of the curtain whichwas outermost in
the second coupling. 18Hemade fifty clasps
of bronze to couple the tent together, that
it might be a unit. 19 He made a covering
for the tent of rams’ skins dyed red, and a
covering of sea cow hides above.

20He made the boards for the tabernacle
of acacia wood, standing up. 21 Ten cubits
was the length of a board, and a cubit and
a half the width of each board. 22 Each
board had two tenons, joined to one an-
other. He made all the boards of the taber-
nacle this way. 23 He made the boards for
the tabernacle, twenty boards for the south
side southward. 24 He made forty sockets
of silver under the twenty boards: two
sockets under one board for its two tenons,
and two sockets under another board for
its two tenons. 25 For the second side of
the tabernacle, on the north side, he made
twenty boards 26 and their forty sockets of
silver: two sockets under one board, and
two sockets under another board. 27 For
the far part of the tabernacle westward he
made six boards. 28 He made two boards
for the corners of the tabernacle in the far
part. 29 They were double beneath, and in
the sameway theywereall theway to its top
to one ring. He did this to both of them in
the two corners. 30Therewere eight boards
and their sockets of silver, sixteen sockets—
under every board two sockets.

31He made bars of acacia wood: five for
the boards of the one side of the tabernacle,
32 and five bars for the boards of the other
side of the tabernacle, and five bars for the
boards of the tabernacle for the hinder part
westward. 33 He made the middle bar to
pass through in the middle of the boards
from the one end to the other. 34Heoverlaid
the boards with gold, and made their rings
of gold as places for the bars, and overlaid
the bars with gold.

35He made the veil of blue, purple, scar-
let, and fine twined linen, with cherubim.
He made it the work of a skillful workman.
36He made four pillars of acacia for it, and
overlaid them with gold. Their hooks were
of gold. He cast four sockets of silver for
them. 37He made a screen for the door of
the tent, of blue, purple, scarlet, and fine
twined linen, the work of an embroiderer;
38 and the five pillars of it with their hooks.
He overlaid their capitals and their fillets
with gold, and their five sockets were of
bronze.

* 36:9 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters.
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37
1 Bezalel made the ark of acacia wood.

Its length was two and a half cubits,* and
its width a cubit and a half, and a cubit
and a half its height. 2 He overlaid it with
pure gold inside and outside, and made a
molding of gold for it around it. 3 He cast
four rings of gold for it in its four feet—
two rings on its one side, and two rings on
its other side. 4 He made poles of acacia
wood and overlaid themwith gold. 5He put
the poles into the rings on the sides of the
ark, to bear the ark. 6 He made a mercy
seat of pure gold. Its length was two and a
half cubits, and a cubit and a half its width.
7He made two cherubim of gold. He made
them of beaten work, at the two ends of the
mercy seat: 8onecherubat theoneend, and
one cherub at the other end. He made the
cherubim of one piece with the mercy seat
at its two ends. 9 The cherubim spread out
their wings above, covering the mercy seat
with their wings, with their faces toward
one another. The faces of the cherubim
were toward themercy seat.

10He made the table of acacia wood. Its
length was two cubits, and its width was a
cubit, and its height was a cubit and a half.
11He overlaid it with pure gold, and made
a goldmolding around it. 12Hemade a bor-
der of a hand’s width around it, and made
a golden molding on its border around it.
13He cast four rings of gold for it, and put
the rings in the four corners that were on
its four feet. 14 The rings were close by the
border, the places for the poles to carry the
table. 15He made the poles of acacia wood,
and overlaid them with gold, to carry the
table. 16 He made the vessels which were
on the table, its dishes, its spoons, its bowls,
and its pitchers with which to pour out, of
pure gold.

17He made the lamp stand of pure gold.
Hemade the lamp stand of beatenwork. Its
base, its shaft, its cups, its buds, and its flow-
ers were of one piece with it. 18There were
six branches going out of its sides: three
branches of the lamp stand out of its one
side, and three branches of the lamp stand
out of its other side: 19 three cupsmade like
almond blossoms in one branch, a bud and
a flower, and three cups made like almond
blossoms in the other branch, a bud and a
flower; so for the six branches going out of
the lamp stand. 20 In the lamp stand were
four cups made like almond blossoms, its
buds and its flowers; 21 and a bud under
twobranches of one piecewith it, and abud

under two branches of one piece with it,
and a bud under two branches of one piece
with it, for the six branches going out of it.
22 Their buds and their branches were of
one piece with it. The whole thing was one
beaten work of pure gold. 23 He made its
seven lamps, and its snuffers, and its snuff
dishes, of pure gold. 24 He made it of a
talent† of pure gold, with all its vessels.

25He made the altar of incense of acacia
wood. It was square: its length was a cubit,
and its width a cubit. Its height was two
cubits. Its horns were of one piece with it.
26He overlaid it with pure gold: its top, its
sides around it, and its horns. He made a
gold molding around it. 27 He made two
golden rings for it under itsmolding crown,
on its two ribs, on its two sides, for places
for poles with which to carry it. 28Hemade
the poles of acaciawood, andoverlaid them
with gold. 29Hemade the holy anointing oil
and the pure incense of sweet spices, after
the art of the perfumer.

38
1 He made the altar of burnt offering of

acacia wood. It was square. Its length was
five cubits,* its width was five cubits, and
its height was three cubits. 2 He made its
horns on its four corners. Its horns were
of one piece with it, and he overlaid it with
bronze. 3 He made all the vessels of the
altar: the pots, the shovels, the basins, the
forks, and the fire pans. He made all its
vessels of bronze. 4 He made for the altar
a grating of a network of bronze, under the
ledge around it beneath, reaching halfway
up. 5He cast four rings for the four corners
of bronze grating, to be places for the poles.
6 He made the poles of acacia wood, and
overlaid them with bronze. 7 He put the
poles into the rings on the sides of the altar,
with which to carry it. He made it hollow
with planks.

8 He made the basin of bronze, and its
base of bronze, out of the mirrors of the
ministering women who ministered at the
door of the Tent of Meeting.

9 He made the court: for the south side
southward the hangings of the court were
of fine twined linen, one hundred cubits;
10 their pillars were twenty, and their sock-
ets twenty, of bronze; the hooks of the pil-
lars and their filletswere of silver. 11For the
north side one hundred cubits, their pillars
twenty, and their sockets twenty, of bronze;
the hooks of the pillars, and their fillets, of
silver. 12For the west side were hangings of

* 37:1 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters. † 37:24 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces * 38:1 A cubit is the length
from the tip of themiddle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46 centimeters.
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fifty cubits, their pillars ten, and their sock-
ets ten; the hooks of the pillars, and their
fillets, of silver. 13For the east side eastward
fifty cubits, 14 the hangings for the one side
were fifteen cubits; their pillars three, and
their sockets three; 15 and so for the other
side: on this hand and that hand by the gate
of the court were hangings of fifteen cubits;
their pillars three, and their sockets three.
16 All the hangings around the court were
of fine twined linen. 17 The sockets for the
pillars were of bronze. The hooks of the
pillars and their fillets were of silver. Their
capitals were overlaid with silver. All the
pillars of the court had silver bands. 18 The
screen for thegateof thecourtwas thework
of the embroiderer, of blue, purple, scar-
let, and fine twined linen. Twenty cubits
was the length, and the height along the
width was five cubits, like the hangings of
the court. 19 Their pillars were four, and
their sockets four, of bronze; their hooks of
silver, and the overlaying of their capitals,
and their fillets, of silver. 20 All the pins of
the tabernacle, and around the court, were
of bronze.

21 These are the amounts of materials
used for the tabernacle, even the Taberna-
cle of the Testimony, as they were counted,
according to the commandment of Moses,
for the service of the Levites, by the hand
of Ithamar, the son of Aaron the priest.
22 Bezalel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of
the tribe of Judah, made all that the LORD
commanded Moses. 23With him was Oho-
liab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of
Dan, an engraver, and a skillful workman,
and an embroiderer in blue, in purple, in
scarlet, and in fine linen.

24All the gold that was used for the work
in all the work of the sanctuary, even the
gold of the offering, was twenty-nine tal-
ents† and seven hundred thirty shekels,
according to the shekel‡ of the sanctuary.
25 The silver of those who were counted of
the congregationwas one hundred talents§
and one thousand seven hundred seventy-
five shekels,* according to the shekel of the
sanctuary: 26 a beka† a head, that is, half
a shekel, according to the shekel‡ of the
sanctuary, for everyonewho passed over to
thosewhowerecounted, fromtwentyyears
old and upward, for six hundred three

thousandfivehundredfiftymen. 27Theone
hundred talents§ of silver were for casting
the sockets of the sanctuary and the sockets
of the veil: one hundred sockets for the
one hundred talents, one talent per socket.
28 From the one thousand seven hundred
seventy-five shekels*hemadehooks for the
pillars, overlaid their capitals, and made
fillets for them. 29Thebronzeof theoffering
was seventy talents† and two thousand four
hundred shekels.‡ 30With this he made the
sockets to the door of the Tent of Meeting,
the bronze altar, the bronze grating for it,
all the vessels of the altar, 31 the sockets
around the court, the sockets of the gate of
the court, all the pins of the tabernacle, and
all the pins around the court.

39
1 Of the blue, purple, and scarlet, they

made finely worked garments forminister-
ing in theholyplace, andmade theholy gar-
ments for Aaron, as the LORD commanded
Moses.

2Hemade the ephod of gold, blue, purple,
scarlet, and fine twined linen. 3 They beat
the gold into thin plates, and cut it into
wires, towork it inwith theblue, thepurple,
the scarlet, and the fine linen, the work of
the skillful workman. 4 They made shoul-
der straps for it, joined together. It was
joined together at the two ends. 5 The skill-
fullywovenband thatwas on it, withwhich
to fasten it on, was of the same piece, like its
work: of gold, of blue, purple, scarlet, and
fine twined linen, as the LORD commanded
Moses.

6 They worked the onyx stones, enclosed
in settings of gold, engraved with the en-
gravings of a signet, according to the names
of the children of Israel. 7 He put them
on the shoulder straps of the ephod, to be
stones of memorial for the children of Is-
rael, as the LORD commandedMoses.

8 He made the breastplate, the work of
a skillful workman, like the work of the
ephod: of gold, of blue, purple, scarlet, and
fine twined linen. 9 It was square. They
made the breastplate double. Its lengthwas
a span,* and its width a span, being double.
10 They set in it four rows of stones. A
row of ruby, topaz, and beryl was the first

† 38:24 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces. ‡ 38:24 A shekel is about 10 grams or about

0.32 Troy ounces. § 38:25 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds * 38:25 A shekel is about 10 grams or about
0.35 ounces. † 38:26 a beka is about 5 grams or about 0.175 ounces ‡ 38:26 A shekel is about 10 grams or about

0.35 ounces. § 38:27 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds. * 38:28 A shekel is about 10 grams or about
0.35 ounces, so 1775 shekels is about 17.75 kilograms or about 39 pounds. † 38:29 A talent is about 30 kilograms or

66 pounds ‡ 38:29 70 talents + 2400 shekels is about 2124 kilograms, or 2.124 metric tons. * 39:9 A span is the
length from the tip of a man’s thumb to the tip of his little finger when his hand is stretched out (about half a cubit, or 9
inches, or 22.8 cm.) † 39:11 or, lapis lazuli
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row; 11 and the second row, a turquoise, a
sapphire,† and an emerald; 12 and the third
row, a jacinth, an agate, and an amethyst;
13and the fourth row, a chrysolite, an onyx,
and a jasper. They were enclosed in gold
settings. 14The stoneswereaccording to the
names of the children of Israel, twelve, ac-
cording to their names; like the engravings
of a signet, everyone according to his name,
for the twelve tribes. 15 They made on the
breastplate chains like cords, of braided
work of pure gold. 16 They made two set-
tings of gold, and twogold rings, andput the
tworingson the twoendsof thebreastplate.
17Theyput the twobraided chains of gold in
the two rings at the ends of the breastplate.
18 The other two ends of the two braided
chains they put on the two settings, and put
them on the shoulder straps of the ephod,
in its front. 19 They made two rings of gold,
and put them on the two ends of the breast-
plate, on its edge, which was toward the
side of the ephod inward. 20Theymade two
more rings of gold, and put themon the two
shoulder straps of the ephod underneath,
in its front, close by its coupling, above the
skillfully woven band of the ephod. 21They
bound the breastplate by its rings to the
rings of the ephod with a lace of blue, that
it might be on the skillfully woven band of
the ephod, and that the breastplate might
not come loose from the ephod, as theLORD
commandedMoses.

22He made the robe of the ephod of wo-
ven work, all of blue. 23 The opening of
the robe in the middle of it was like the
opening of a coat of mail, with a binding
around its opening, that it should not be
torn. 24 They made on the skirts of the
robe pomegranates of blue, purple, scarlet,
and twined linen. 25 They made bells of
pure gold, and put the bells between the
pomegranates around the skirts of the robe,
between the pomegranates; 26 a bell and
a pomegranate, a bell and a pomegranate,
around the skirts of the robe, tominister in,
as the LORD commandedMoses.

27 They made the tunics of fine linen of
woven work for Aaron and for his sons,
28 the turban of fine linen, the linen head-
bands of fine linen, the linen trousers of
fine twined linen, 29 the sash of fine twined
linen, blue, purple, and scarlet, the work of
the embroiderer, as the LORD commanded
Moses.

30 They made the plate of the holy crown
of pure gold, andwrote on it an inscription,
like the engravings of a signet: “HOLY TO
THE LORD”. 31They tied to it a lace of blue,
to fasten it on the turbanabove, as theLORD
commandedMoses.

32 Thus all the work of the tabernacle
of the Tent of Meeting was finished. The
children of Israel did according to all that
the LORD commanded Moses; so they did.
33 They brought the tabernacle to Moses:
the tent, with all its furniture, its clasps,
its boards, its bars, its pillars, its sockets,
34 the covering of rams’ skins dyed red, the
covering of sea cow hides, the veil of the
screen, 35 the ark of the covenant with its
poles, the mercy seat, 36 the table, all its
vessels, the show bread, 37 the pure lamp
stand, its lamps, even the lamps to be set
in order, all its vessels, the oil for the light,
38 the golden altar, the anointing oil, the
sweet incense, the screen for the door of
the Tent, 39 the bronze altar, its grating of
bronze, its poles, all of its vessels, the basin
and its base, 40 the hangings of the court, its
pillars, its sockets, the screen for the gate of
the court, its cords, its pins, and all the in-
struments of the service of the tabernacle,
for the Tent ofMeeting, 41 the finelyworked
garments for ministering in the holy place,
the holy garments for Aaron the priest, and
the garments of his sons, to minister in the
priest’s office. 42 According to all that the
LORDcommandedMoses, so thechildrenof
Israel did all the work. 43Moses saw all the
work, and behold, they had done it as the
LORD had commanded. They had done so;
andMoses blessed them.

40
1 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “On

the first day of the first month you shall
raise up the tabernacle of the Tent of Meet-
ing. 3 You shall put the ark of the covenant
in it, and you shall screen the ark with the
veil. 4 You shall bring in the table, and set
in order the things that are on it. You shall
bring in the lamp stand, and light its lamps.
5 You shall set the golden altar for incense
before the ark of the covenant, and put the
screen of the door to the tabernacle.

6 “You shall set the altar of burnt offering
before thedoor of the tabernacle of theTent
ofMeeting. 7Youshall set thebasinbetween
the Tent of Meeting and the altar, and shall
put water therein. 8 You shall set up the
court around it, and hang up the screen of
the gate of the court.

9 “You shall take the anointing oil, and
anoint the tabernacle and all that is in it,
and shall make it holy, and all its furniture,
and it will be holy. 10 You shall anoint the
altar of burnt offering, with all its vessels,
and sanctify the altar, and the altar will be
most holy. 11You shall anoint the basin and
its base, and sanctify it.

12 “You shall bring Aaron and his sons to
the door of the Tent of Meeting, and shall



Exodus 40:13 78 Exodus 40:38

wash them with water. 13 You shall put
on Aaron the holy garments; and you shall
anoint him, and sanctify him, that he may
minister to me in the priest’s office. 14 You
shall bring his sons, andput tunics on them.
15 You shall anoint them, as you anointed
their father, that they may minister to me
in the priest’s office. Their anointing shall
be to them for an everlasting priesthood
throughout their generations.” 16Moses did
so. According to all that the LORD com-
manded him, so he did.

17 In the first month in the second year,
on the first day of the month, the taberna-
cle was raised up. 18 Moses raised up the
tabernacle, and laid its sockets, and set up
its boards, and put in its bars, and raised up
its pillars. 19 He spread the covering over
the tent, and put the roof of the taberna-
cle above on it, as the LORD commanded
Moses. 20He took and put the covenant into
the ark, and set the poles on the ark, and
put the mercy seat above on the ark. 21He
brought the ark into the tabernacle, and
set up the veil of the screen, and screened
the ark of the covenant, as the LORD com-
manded Moses. 22 He put the table in the
Tent of Meeting, on the north side of the
tabernacle, outside of the veil. 23He set the
bread in order on it before the LORD, as
the LORD commandedMoses. 24He put the
lamp stand in the Tent of Meeting, opposite
the table, on the south side of the taberna-
cle. 25 He lit the lamps before the LORD,
as the LORD commanded Moses. 26He put
the golden altar in the Tent of Meeting be-
fore the veil; 27 and he burned incense of
sweet spices on it, as the LORD commanded
Moses. 28Heput up the screen of the door to
the tabernacle. 29He set the altar of burnt
offering at the door of the tabernacle of the
Tent of Meeting, and offered on it the burnt
offering and themeal offering, as the LORD
commanded Moses. 30 He set the basin
between the Tent of Meeting and the altar,
and put water therein, with which to wash.
31Moses, Aaron, and his sons washed their
hands and their feet there. 32 When they
went into the Tent of Meeting, and when
they came near to the altar, theywashed, as
the LORD commanded Moses. 33He raised
up the court around the tabernacle and the
altar, and set up the screen of the gate of the
court. So Moses finished the work.

34 Then the cloud covered the Tent of
Meeting, and the LORD’s glory filled the
tabernacle. 35 Moses wasn’t able to enter
into the Tent of Meeting, because the cloud
stayed on it, and the LORD’s glory filled the
tabernacle. 36 When the cloud was taken
up from over the tabernacle, the children
of Israel went onward, throughout all their

journeys; 37but if the cloudwasn’t takenup,
then they didn’t travel until the day that it
was taken up. 38 For the cloud of the LORD
wason the tabernacle byday, and therewas
fire in the cloud by night, in the sight of
all the house of Israel, throughout all their
journeys.
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The Third Book ofMoses,
Commonly Called
Leviticus

1 The LORD* called to Moses, and spoke
to him from the Tent of Meeting, saying,
2 “Speak to the children of Israel, and tell
them, ‘When anyone of you offers an of-
fering to the LORD, you shall offer your
offering of the livestock, from the herd and
from the flock.

3 “ ‘If his offering is a burnt offering from
the herd, he shall offer a male without de-
fect. He shall offer it at the door of the
Tent of Meeting, that he may be accepted
before the LORD. 4He shall lay his hand on
the head of the burnt offering, and it shall
be accepted for him tomake atonement for
him. 5He shall kill the bull before the LORD.
Aaron’s sons, the priests, shall present the
blood and sprinkle the blood around on
the altar that is at the door of the Tent of
Meeting. 6He shall skin the burnt offering
and cut it into pieces. 7 The sons of Aaron
the priest shall put fire on the altar, and
lay wood in order on the fire; 8 and Aaron’s
sons, the priests, shall lay the pieces, the
head, and the fat in order on the wood that
is on the fire which is on the altar; 9 but
he shall wash its innards and its legs with
water. The priest shall burn all of it on the
altar, for a burnt offering, an offeringmade
by fire, of a pleasant aroma to the LORD.

10 “ ‘If his offering is from the flock, from
the sheep or from the goats, for a burnt of-
fering, he shall offer a male without defect.
11Heshall kill it on thenorth sideof thealtar
before the LORD. Aaron’s sons, the priests,
shall sprinkle its blood around on the altar.
12He shall cut it into its pieces, with its head
and its fat. Thepriest shall lay theminorder
on the wood that is on the fire which is on
the altar, 13 but the innards and the legs he
shallwashwithwater. The priest shall offer
the whole, and burn it on the altar. It is a
burnt offering, an offering made by fire, of
a pleasant aroma to the LORD.

14 “ ‘If his offering to the LORD is a burnt
offering of birds, then he shall offer his
offering from turtledoves or of young pi-
geons. 15Thepriest shall bring it to the altar,
and wring off its head, and burn it on the
altar; and its blood shall be drained out on
the side of the altar; 16 and he shall take
away its crop and its feathers, and cast it
beside the altar on the east part, in the place
of the ashes. 17He shall tear it by its wings,

but shall not divide it apart. The priest shall
burn it on the altar, on the wood that is on
the fire. It is a burnt offering, an offering
made by fire, of a pleasant aroma to the
LORD.

2
1 “ ‘When anyone offers an offering of

a meal offering to the LORD, his offering
shall be of fine flour. He shall pour oil on
it, and put frankincense on it. 2 He shall
bring it to Aaron’s sons, the priests. He shall
take his handful of its fine flour, and of its
oil, with all its frankincense, and the priest
shall burn its memorial on the altar, an
offering made by fire, of a pleasant aroma
to the LORD. 3That which is left of the meal
offering shall beAaron’s andhis sons’. It is a
most holy part of the offerings of the LORD
made by fire.

4 “ ‘When you offer an offering of a meal
offering baked in the oven, it shall be un-
leavened cakes of fine flour mixed with oil,
or unleavenedwafers anointedwith oil. 5 If
your offering is a meal offering made on a
griddle, it shall be of unleavened fine flour,
mixed with oil. 6 You shall cut it in pieces,
and pour oil on it. It is a meal offering.
7 If your offering is a meal offering of the
pan, it shall be made of fine flour with oil.
8 You shall bring the meal offering that is
made of these things to the LORD. It shall be
presented to the priest, and he shall bring it
to the altar. 9 The priest shall take from the
meal offering its memorial, and shall burn
it on the altar, an offering made by fire, of a
pleasant aroma to the LORD. 10 That which
is left of the meal offering shall be Aaron’s
and his sons’. It is a most holy part of the
offerings of the LORDmade by fire.

11 “ ‘No meal offering which you shall of-
fer to the LORD shall be made with yeast;
for you shall burn no yeast, nor any honey,
as an offering made by fire to the LORD.
12 As an offering of first fruits you shall
offer them to the LORD, but they shall not
rise up as a pleasant aroma on the altar.
13 Every offering of your meal offering you
shall season with salt. You shall not allow
the salt of the covenant of your God* to be
lacking from your meal offering. With all
your offerings you shall offer salt.

14 “ ‘If you offer a meal offering of first
fruits to the LORD, you shall offer for the
meal offering of yourfirst fruits freshheads
of grain parched with fire and crushed.
15 You shall put oil on it and lay frankin-
cense on it. It is a meal offering. 16 The
priest shall burn as its memorial part of its

* 1:1 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”,
usually pronounced Yahweh). * 2:13 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is “” (Elohim).
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crushed grain and part of its oil, along with
all its frankincense. It is an offering made
by fire to the LORD.

3
1 “ ‘If his offering is a sacrifice of peace

offerings, if he offers it from the herd,
whether male or female, he shall offer it
without defect before the LORD. 2He shall
lay his hand on the head of his offering, and
kill it at the door of the Tent of Meeting.
Aaron’s sons, the priests, shall sprinkle the
blood around on the altar. 3He shall offer
of the sacrifice of peace offerings an offer-
ing made by fire to the LORD. The fat that
covers the innards, and all the fat that is on
the innards, 4 and the two kidneys, and the
fat that is on them,which is by the loins, and
the cover on the liver, with the kidneys, he
shall take away. 5 Aaron’s sons shall burn
it on the altar on the burnt offering, which
is on the wood that is on the fire: it is an
offering made by fire, of a pleasant aroma
to the LORD.

6 “ ‘If his offering for a sacrifice of peace
offerings to the LORD is from the flock,
eithermale or female, he shall offer it with-
out defect. 7 If he offers a lamb for his
offering, then he shall offer it before the
LORD; 8 and he shall lay his hand on the
head of his offering, and kill it before the
Tent ofMeeting. Aaron’s sons shall sprinkle
its blood around on the altar. 9 He shall
offer from the sacrifice of peace offerings
an offeringmade by fire to the LORD; its fat,
the entire tail fat, he shall take away close
to the backbone; and the fat that covers
the entrails, and all the fat that is on the
entrails, 10 and the two kidneys, and the fat
that is on them, which is by the loins, and
the cover on the liver, with the kidneys, he
shall take away. 11 The priest shall burn it
on the altar: it is the food of the offering
made by fire to the LORD.

12 “ ‘If his offering is a goat, then he shall
offer it before the LORD. 13 He shall lay
his hand on its head, and kill it before the
Tent of Meeting; and the sons of Aaron
shall sprinkle its blood around on the altar.
14 He shall offer from it as his offering, an
offering made by fire to the LORD; the fat
that covers the innards, and all the fat that
is on the innards, 15 and the two kidneys,
and the fat that is on them, which is by the
loins, and the cover on the liver, with the
kidneys, he shall take away. 16 The priest
shall burn them on the altar: it is the food
of the offering made by fire, for a pleasant
aroma; all the fat is the LORD’s.

17 “ ‘It shall be a perpetual statute
throughout your generations in all your

dwellings, that you shall eat neither fat nor
blood.’ ”

4
1 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

2 “Speak to the children of Israel, saying,
‘If anyone sins unintentionally, in any of
the thingswhich the LORDhas commanded
not tobedone, anddoes anyoneof them, 3 if
the anointed priest sins so as to bring guilt
on the people, then let him offer for his sin
which he has sinned a young bull without
defect to the LORD for a sin offering. 4He
shall bring the bull to the door of the Tent
of Meeting before the LORD; and he shall
lay his hand on the head of the bull, and kill
the bull before the LORD. 5 The anointed
priest shall take some of the blood of the
bull, and bring it to the Tent of Meeting.
6The priest shall dip his finger in the blood,
and sprinkle some of the blood seven times
before the LORD, before the veil of the
sanctuary. 7 The priest shall put some of
the blood on the horns of the altar of sweet
incense before the LORD, which is in the
Tent of Meeting; and he shall pour out the
rest of the blood of the bull at the base of
the altar of burnt offering, which is at the
door of the Tent of Meeting. 8He shall take
all the fat of the bull of the sin offering from
it: the fat that covers the innards, and all
the fat that is on the innards, 9 and the two
kidneys, and the fat that is on them, which
is by the loins, and the cover on the liver,
with the kidneys, he shall remove, 10 as it
is removed from the bull of the sacrifice of
peace offerings. The priest shall burn them
on the altar of burnt offering. 11 He shall
carry the bull’s skin, all its meat, with its
head, and with its legs, its innards, and its
dung 12 —all the rest of the bull—outside of
the camp to a clean place where the ashes
are poured out, and burn it on wood with
fire. It shall be burned where the ashes are
poured out.

13 “ ‘If the whole congregation of Israel
sins, and the thing is hidden from the eyes
of the assembly, and they have done any of
the thingswhich the LORDhas commanded
not to be done, and are guilty; 14when the
sin in which they have sinned is known,
then the assembly shall offer a young bull
for a sin offering, and bring it before the
Tent ofMeeting. 15The elders of the congre-
gation shall lay their hands on the head of
the bull before the LORD; and the bull shall
be killed before the LORD. 16 The anointed
priest shall bring some of the blood of the
bull to the Tent of Meeting. 17 The priest
shall diphisfinger in thebloodand sprinkle
it seven times before the LORD, before the
veil. 18He shall put some of the blood on the



Leviticus 4:19 81 Leviticus 5:11

horns of the altarwhich is before the LORD,
that is in the Tent ofMeeting; and the rest of
the bloodhe shall pour out at the base of the
altar of burnt offering, which is at the door
of the Tent of Meeting. 19All its fat he shall
take from it, and burn it on the altar. 20He
shall do thiswith the bull; as he didwith the
bull of the sin offering, so he shall do with
this; and the priest shall make atonement
for them, and they shall be forgiven. 21He
shall carry the bull outside the camp, and
burn it as he burned the first bull. It is the
sin offering for the assembly.

22 “ ‘When a ruler sins, and unwittingly
does any one of all the things which the
LORD his God has commanded not to be
done, and is guilty, 23 if his sin in which
he has sinned is made known to him, he
shall bring as his offering a goat, a male
without defect. 24He shall lay his hand on
the head of the goat, and kill it in the place
where they kill the burnt offering before
the LORD. It is a sin offering. 25 The priest
shall take some of the blood of the sin offer-
ing with his finger, and put it on the horns
of the altar of burnt offering. He shall pour
out the rest of its blood at the base of the
altar of burnt offering. 26All its fat he shall
burn on the altar, like the fat of the sacrifice
ofpeaceofferings; and thepriest shallmake
atonement for him concerning his sin, and
he will be forgiven.

27 “ ‘If anyone of the common people sins
unwittingly, in doing any of the things
which the LORD has commanded not to be
done, and is guilty, 28 if his sin which he
has sinned is made known to him, then he
shall bring for his offering a goat, a female
without defect, for his sin which he has
sinned. 29He shall lay his hand on the head
of the sin offering, and kill the sin offering
in the place of burnt offering. 30 The priest
shall take some of its blood with his finger,
and put it on the horns of the altar of burnt
offering; and the rest of its blood he shall
pour out at the base of the altar. 31 All its
fat he shall take away, like the fat is taken
away from the sacrifice of peace offerings;
and the priest shall burn it on the altar for a
pleasant aroma to the LORD; and the priest
shall make atonement for him, and he will
be forgiven.

32 “ ‘If he brings a lamb as his offering
for a sin offering, he shall bring a female
without defect. 33He shall lay his hand on
the head of the sin offering, and kill it for
a sin offering in the place where they kill
the burnt offering. 34 The priest shall take
some of the blood of the sin offering with
his finger, and put it on the horns of the

altar of burnt offering; and all the rest of
its blood he shall pour out at the base of the
altar. 35He shall remove all its fat, like the
fat of the lamb is removed fromthe sacrifice
of peace offerings. The priest shall burn
them on the altar, on the offerings of the
LORD made by fire. The priest shall make
atonement for him concerning his sin that
he has sinned, and he will be forgiven.

5
1“ ‘If anyone sins, in thathehearsapublic

adjuration to testify, he being a witness,
whether hehas seen or known, if he doesn’t
report it, then he shall bear his iniquity.

2 “ ‘Or if anyone touches any unclean
thing, whether it is the carcass of an un-
clean animal, or the carcass of unclean live-
stock, or the carcass of unclean creeping
things, and it is hidden from him, and he is
unclean, then he shall be guilty.

3 “ ‘Or if he touches the uncleanness of
man, whatever his uncleanness is with
which he is unclean, and it is hidden from
him; when he knows of it, then he shall be
guilty.

4 “ ‘Or if anyone swears rashly with his
lips to do evil or to do good—whatever it is
that a manmight utter rashly with an oath,
and it is hidden from him—when he knows
of it, then he will be guilty of one of these.
5 It shall be,whenhe is guilty of oneof these,
he shall confess that inwhichhehas sinned;
6 and he shall bring his trespass offering to
the LORD for his sin which he has sinned:
a female from the flock, a lamb or a goat,
for a sin offering; and the priest shall make
atonement for him concerning his sin.

7 “ ‘If he can’t afford a lamb, then he
shall bring his trespass offering for that in
which he has sinned, two turtledoves, or
two young pigeons, to the LORD; one for a
sin offering, and the other for a burnt offer-
ing. 8He shall bring them to the priest, who
shall first offer the one which is for the sin
offering. He shall wring off its head from
its neck, but shall not sever it completely.
9He shall sprinkle some of the blood of the
sin offering on the side of the altar; and the
rest of the blood shall be drained out at the
base of the altar. It is a sin offering. 10He
shall offer the second for a burnt offering,
according to the ordinance; and the priest
shall make atonement for him concerning
his sinwhich he has sinned, and he shall be
forgiven.

11 “ ‘But if he can’t afford two turtledoves
or twoyoungpigeons, thenhe shall bring as
his offering for that inwhich he has sinned,
one tenth of an ephah* of fine flour for a sin

* 5:11 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel
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offering. He shall put no oil on it, and he
shall not put any frankincense on it, for it
is a sin offering. 12 He shall bring it to the
priest, and the priest shall take his handful
of it as thememorial portion, andburn it on
the altar, on the offerings of the LORDmade
by fire. It is a sin offering. 13The priest shall
make atonement for himconcerning his sin
that he has sinned in any of these things,
and he will be forgiven; and the rest shall
be the priest’s, as themeal offering.’ ”

14The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 15 “If
anyone commits a trespass, and sins un-
wittingly regarding the LORD’s holy things,
then he shall bring his trespass offering to
the LORD: a ram without defect from the
flock, according to your estimation in silver
by shekels, according to the shekel† of the
sanctuary, for a trespass offering. 16 He
shallmake restitution for thatwhich he has
done wrong regarding the holy thing, and
shall add a fifth part to it, and give it to the
priest; and the priest shallmake atonement
for him with the ram of the trespass offer-
ing, and he will be forgiven.

17 “If anyone sins, doing any of the things
which the LORD has commanded not to be
done, though he didn’t know it, he is still
guilty, and shall bear his iniquity. 18 He
shall bring a ram without defect from of
the flock, according to your estimation, for
a trespass offering, to the priest; and the
priest shall make atonement for him con-
cerning the thing in which he sinned and
didn’t know it, and he will be forgiven. 19 It
is a trespass offering. He is certainly guilty
before the LORD.”

6
1 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “If

anyonesins, andcommitsa trespassagainst
the LORD, and deals falsely with his neigh-
bor in a matter of deposit, or of bargain, or
of robbery, or has oppressed his neighbor,
3 or has found that which was lost, and lied
about it, and swearing to a lie—in any of
these things that a man sins in his actions—
4 then it shall be, if he has sinned, and is
guilty, he shall restore thatwhichhe tookby
robbery, or the thing which he has gotten
by oppression, or the deposit which was
committed to him, or the lost thing which
he found, 5or any thing about which he has
sworn falsely: he shall restore it in full, and
shall add a fifth part more to it. He shall
return it to him to whom it belongs in the
day of his being found guilty. 6 He shall
bring his trespass offering to the LORD: a

ram without defect from the flock, accord-
ing to your estimation, for a trespass offer-
ing, to the priest. 7 The priest shall make
atonement for him before the LORD, and
hewill be forgiven concerningwhatever he
does to become guilty.”

8 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
9 “Command Aaron and his sons, saying,
‘This is the law of the burnt offering: the
burnt offering shall be on the hearth on the
altar all night until the morning; and the
fire of the altar shall be kept burning on it.
10The priest shall put on his linen garment,
and he shall put on his linen trousers upon
his body; and he shall remove the ashes
from where the fire has consumed the
burnt offering on the altar, and he shall put
them beside the altar. 11 He shall take off
his garments, and put on other garments,
and carry the ashes outside the camp to a
clean place. 12 The fire on the altar shall
be kept burning on it, it shall not go out;
and the priest shall burn wood on it every
morning. He shall lay the burnt offering in
order upon it, and shall burn on it the fat
of the peace offerings. 13 Fire shall be kept
burning on the altar continually; it shall not
go out.

14 “ ‘This is the law of the meal offering:
the sons of Aaron shall offer it before the
LORD, before the altar. 15 He shall take
from there his handful of the fine flour of
the meal offering, and of its oil, and all the
frankincensewhich is on themeal offering,
and shall burn it on the altar for a pleas-
ant aroma, as its memorial portion, to the
LORD. 16 That which is left of it Aaron and
his sons shall eat. It shall be eaten without
yeast in a holy place. They shall eat it in
the court of the Tent of Meeting. 17 It shall
not be baked with yeast. I have given it
as their portion of my offerings made by
fire. It is most holy, as are the sin offering
and the trespass offering. 18 Every male
among the children of Aaron shall eat of
it, as their portion forever throughout your
generations, from the offerings of the LORD
made by fire. Whoever touches them shall
be holy.’ ”

19 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
20 “This is the offering of Aaron and of his
sons, which they shall offer to the LORD in
the day when he is anointed: one tenth of
an ephah* of fine flour for a meal offering
perpetually, half of it in the morning, and
half of it in the evening. 21 It shall be made
with oil in a griddle. When it is soaked,
you shall bring it in. You shall offer the
meal offering in baked pieces for a pleasant

† 5:15 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. * 6:20 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel
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aroma to the LORD. 22 The anointed priest
thatwill be inhisplace fromamonghis sons
shall offer it. By a statute forever, it shall be
wholly burned to the LORD. 23 Every meal
offering of a priest shall be wholly burned.
It shall not be eaten.”

24 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
25 “Speak to Aaron and to his sons, saying,
‘This is the law of the sin offering: in the
place where the burnt offering is killed, the
sin offering shall be killed before the LORD.
It is most holy. 26 The priest who offers
it for sin shall eat it. It shall be eaten in
a holy place, in the court of the Tent of
Meeting. 27 Whatever shall touch its flesh
shall be holy. When there is any of its blood
sprinkled on a garment, you shall wash
that on which it was sprinkled in a holy
place. 28 But the earthen vessel in which it
is boiled shall be broken; and if it is boiled
in a bronze vessel, it shall be scoured, and
rinsed in water. 29 Every male among the
priests shall eat of it. It is most holy. 30No
sin offering, of which any of the blood is
brought into the Tent of Meeting to make
atonement in theHoly Place, shall be eaten.
It shall be burned with fire.

7
1 “ ‘This is the law of the trespass offering:

It is most holy. 2 In the place where they kill
the burnt offering, he shall kill the trespass
offering; and its blood he shall sprinkle
around on the altar. 3He shall offer all of its
fat: the fat tail, and the fat that covers the
innards, 4 and he shall take away the two
kidneys, and the fat that is on them,which is
by the loins, and the cover on the liver, with
thekidneys; 5and thepriest shall burn them
on the altar for an offering made by fire to
the LORD: it is a trespass offering. 6 Every
male among thepriestsmayeat of it. It shall
be eaten in a holy place. It is most holy.

7 “ ‘As is the sin offering, so is the trespass
offering; there is one law for them. The
priest who makes atonement with them
shall have it. 8 The priest who offers any
man’s burnt offering shall have for himself
the skin of the burnt offering which he has
offered. 9Every meal offering that is baked
in the oven, and all that is prepared in the
pan and on the griddle, shall be the priest’s
who offers it. 10Everymeal offering, mixed
with oil or dry, belongs to all the sons of
Aaron, one as well as another.

11 “ ‘This is the law of the sacrifice of
peace offerings, which one shall offer to
the LORD: 12 If he offers it for a thanksgiv-
ing, then he shall offer with the sacrifice of
thanksgiving unleavened cakesmixedwith
oil, and unleavened wafers anointed with
oil, and cakes mixed with oil. 13 He shall

offer his offering with the sacrifice of his
peace offerings for thanksgivingwith cakes
of leavened bread. 14Of it he shall offer one
out of each offering for a heave offering to
the LORD. It shall be the priest’s who sprin-
kles the blood of the peace offerings. 15The
flesh of the sacrifice of his peace offerings
for thanksgiving shall be eaten on the day
of his offering. He shall not leave any of it
until the morning.

16 “ ‘But if the sacrifice of his offering is
a vow, or a free will offering, it shall be
eaten on the day that he offers his sacrifice.
On the next day what remains of it shall be
eaten, 17butwhat remainsof themeatof the
sacrifice on the third day shall be burned
withfire. 18 If anyof themeatof the sacrifice
of his peace offerings is eaten on the third
day, it will not be accepted, and it shall not
be credited to him who offers it. It will be
an abomination, and the soul who eats any
of it will bear his iniquity.

19 “ ‘The meat that touches any unclean
thing shall not be eaten. It shall be burned
with fire. As for the meat, everyone who
is clean may eat it; 20 but the soul who
eats of the meat of the sacrifice of peace
offerings that belongs to the LORD, having
his uncleanness on him, that soul shall be
cut off from his people. 21 When anyone
touches anyunclean thing, the uncleanness
of man, or an unclean animal, or any un-
clean abomination, and eats some of the
meat of the sacrifice of peace offerings
which belong to the LORD, that soul shall be
cut off from his people.’ ”

22 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
23 “Speak to the children of Israel, saying,
‘You shall eat no fat, of bull, or sheep, or
goat. 24 The fat of that which dies of itself,
and the fat of that which is torn of animals,
may be used for any other service, but you
shall in no way eat of it. 25 For whoever
eats the fat of theanimalwhichmenofferas
an offering made by fire to the LORD, even
the soul who eats it shall be cut off from
his people. 26 You shall not eat any blood,
whether it is of bird or of animal, in any of
your dwellings. 27 Whoever it is who eats
any blood, that soul shall be cut off fromhis
people.’ ”

28 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
29 “Speak to the children of Israel, saying,
‘He who offers the sacrifice of his peace of-
ferings to the LORD shall bring his offering
to the LORD out of the sacrifice of his peace
offerings. 30 With his own hands he shall
bring the offerings of the LORD made by
fire. He shall bring the fat with the breast,
that the breast may be waved for a wave
offering before the LORD. 31The priest shall
burn the fat on the altar, but the breast
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shall be Aaron’s and his sons’. 32 The right
thigh you shall give to the priest for a heave
offering out of the sacrifices of your peace
offerings. 33 He among the sons of Aaron
who offers the blood of the peace offerings,
and the fat, shall have the right thigh for
a portion. 34 For the waved breast and the
heaved thigh Ihave taken fromthe children
of Israel out of the sacrifices of their peace
offerings, and have given them to Aaron
the priest and to his sons as their portion
forever from the children of Israel.’ ”

35 This is the consecrated portion of
Aaron, and the consecrated portion of his
sons, out of the offerings of the LORDmade
by fire, in the day when he presented them
tominister to theLORD in thepriest’s office;
36which the LORD commanded to be given
themof thechildrenof Israel, in theday that
he anointed them. It is their portion forever
throughout their generations. 37 This is the
law of the burnt offering, the meal offer-
ing, the sin offering, the trespass offering,
the consecration, and the sacrifice of peace
offerings 38 which the LORD commanded
Moses in Mount Sinai in the day that he
commanded the children of Israel to offer
their offerings to the LORD, in the wilder-
ness of Sinai.

8
1 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

2 “Take Aaron and his sons with him, and
the garments, and the anointing oil, and the
bull of the sin offering, and the two rams,
and the basket of unleavened bread; 3 and
assemble all the congregation at the door of
the Tent of Meeting.”

4Mosesdidas theLORDcommandedhim;
and the congregation was assembled at the
door of the Tent of Meeting. 5Moses said to
the congregation, “This is the thing which
the LORD has commanded to be done.”
6 Moses brought Aaron and his sons, and
washed them with water. 7 He put the
tunic on him, tied the sash on him, clothed
him with the robe, put the ephod on him,
and he tied the skillfully woven band of
the ephod on him and fastened it to him
with it. 8 He placed the breastplate on
him. He put the Urim and Thummim in
the breastplate. 9He set the turban on his
head. He set the golden plate, the holy
crown, on the front of the turban, as the
LORDcommandedMoses. 10Moses took the
anointing oil, and anointed the tabernacle
and all that was in it, and sanctified them.
11He sprinkled it on the altar seven times,
and anointed the altar and all its vessels,
and the basin and its base, to sanctify them.
12 He poured some of the anointing oil on
Aaron’s head, and anointed him, to sanctify

him. 13 Moses brought Aaron’s sons, and
clothed themwith tunics, and tied sasheson
them, and put headbands on them, as the
LORD commandedMoses.

14He brought the bull of the sin offering,
and Aaron and his sons laid their hands
on the head of the bull of the sin offering.
15 He killed it; and Moses took the blood,
and put it around on the horns of the altar
with his finger, and purified the altar, and
poured out the blood at the base of the
altar, and sanctified it, to make atonement
for it. 16 He took all the fat that was on
the innards, and the cover of the liver, and
the two kidneys, and their fat; and Moses
burned it on the altar. 17But the bull, and its
skin, and its meat, and its dung, he burned
with fire outside the camp, as the LORD
commanded Moses. 18 He presented the
ram of the burnt offering. Aaron and his
sons laid their hands on the head of the
ram. 19 He killed it; and Moses sprinkled
the blood around on the altar. 20 He cut
the ram into its pieces; and Moses burned
the head, and the pieces, and the fat. 21He
washed the innards and the legs with wa-
ter; andMosesburned thewhole ramon the
altar. It was a burnt offering for a pleasant
aroma. It was an offering made by fire to
the LORD, as the LORD commanded Moses.
22 He presented the other ram, the ram of
consecration. Aaron and his sons laid their
hands on the head of the ram. 23He killed
it; and Moses took some of its blood, and
put it on the tip of Aaron’s right ear, and
on the thumb of his right hand, and on the
great toe of his right foot. 24 He brought
Aaron’s sons; and Moses put some of the
blood on the tip of their right ear, and on the
thumb of their right hand, and on the great
toe of their right foot; and Moses sprinkled
the blood around on the altar. 25 He took
the fat, the fat tail, all the fat that was on
the innards, the cover of the liver, the two
kidneys and their fat, and the right thigh;
26andoutof thebasket ofunleavenedbread
that was before the LORD, he took one un-
leavened cake, one cake of oiled bread, and
one wafer, and placed them on the fat and
on the right thigh. 27 He put all these in
Aaron’s hands and in his sons’ hands, and
waved them for a wave offering before the
LORD. 28Moses took them from their hands,
and burned them on the altar on the burnt
offering. Theywere a consecration offering
for a pleasant aroma. It was an offering
made by fire to the LORD. 29Moses took the
breast, and waved it for a wave offering
before the LORD. It was Moses’ portion of
the ram of consecration, as the LORD com-
manded Moses. 30Moses took some of the
anointing oil, and some of the blood which
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was on the altar, and sprinkled it on Aaron,
on his garments, and on his sons, and on
his sons’ garments with him, and sanctified
Aaron, his garments, and his sons, and his
sons’ garments with him.

31 Moses said to Aaron and to his sons,
“Boil the meat at the door of the Tent of
Meeting, and there eat it and the bread
that is in the basket of consecration, as I
commanded, saying, ‘Aaron and his sons
shall eat it.’ 32 What remains of the meat
and of the bread you shall burn with fire.
33 You shall not go out from the door of the
Tent of Meeting for seven days, until the
days of your consecration are fulfilled: for
he shall consecrate you seven days. 34What
has been done today, so the LORD has com-
manded to do, to make atonement for you.
35 You shall stay at the door of the Tent of
Meetingdayandnight sevendays, andkeep
the LORD’s command, that you don’t die:
for so I am commanded.” 36 Aaron and
his sons did all the things which the LORD
commanded byMoses.

9
1 On the eighth day, Moses called Aaron

and his sons, and the elders of Israel; 2 and
he said to Aaron, “Take a calf from the herd
for a sin offering, and a ram for a burnt
offering, without defect, and offer them
before the LORD. 3 You shall speak to the
children of Israel, saying, ‘Take a male goat
for a sin offering; and a calf and a lamb,
both a year old, without defect, for a burnt
offering; 4 and a bull and a ram for peace
offerings, to sacrifice before the LORD; and
ameal offeringmixedwithoil: for today the
LORD appears to you.’ ”

5 They brought what Moses commanded
before the Tent of Meeting. All the con-
gregation came near and stood before the
LORD. 6Moses said, “This is the thingwhich
the LORD commanded that you should do;
and the LORD’s glory shall appear to you.”
7 Moses said to Aaron, “Draw near to the
altar, and offer your sin offering, and your
burnt offering, and make atonement for
yourself, and for the people; and offer the
offering of the people, andmakeatonement
for them, as the LORD commanded.”

8 So Aaron came near to the altar, and
killed the calf of the sin offering, whichwas
for himself. 9 The sons of Aaron presented
the blood to him; and he dipped his finger
in the blood, and put it on the horns of the
altar, and poured out the blood at the base
of the altar; 10 but the fat, and the kidneys,
and the cover from the liver of the sin offer-
ing, he burned upon the altar, as the LORD
commanded Moses. 11 The meat and the
skin he burned with fire outside the camp.

12He killed the burnt offering; and Aaron’s
sons delivered the blood to him, and he
sprinkled it around on the altar. 13They de-
livered the burnt offering to him, piece by
piece, and the head. He burned them upon
the altar. 14He washed the innards and the
legs, andburned themon theburnt offering
on the altar. 15 He presented the people’s
offering, and took the goat of the sin offer-
ing which was for the people, and killed it,
and offered it for sin, like the first. 16 He
presented the burnt offering, and offered it
according to the ordinance. 17Hepresented
the meal offering, and filled his hand from
there, and burned it upon the altar, in ad-
dition to the burnt offering of the morning.
18 He also killed the bull and the ram, the
sacrifice of peace offerings, which was for
the people. Aaron’s sons delivered to him
the blood, which he sprinkled around on
the altar; 19and the fat of the bull and of the
ram, the fat tail, and that which covers the
innards, and the kidneys, and the cover of
the liver; 20 and they put the fat upon the
breasts, and he burned the fat on the altar.
21 Aaron waved the breasts and the right
thigh for a wave offering before the LORD,
as Moses commanded. 22 Aaron lifted up
his hands toward the people, and blessed
them; and he came down from offering the
sin offering, and the burnt offering, and the
peace offerings.

23 Moses and Aaron went into the Tent
of Meeting, and came out, and blessed the
people; and the LORD’s glory appeared to
all the people. 24Fire came out from before
the LORD, and consumed the burnt offering
and the fat upon the altar. When all the
people saw it, they shouted, and fell on their
faces.

10
1 Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron,

each took his censer, and put fire in it, and
laid incense on it, and offered strange fire
before the LORD, which he had not com-
manded them. 2 Fire came out from before
the LORD, and devoured them, and they
died before the LORD.

3ThenMoses said to Aaron, “This is what
the LORD spoke of, saying,
‘I will show myself holy to those who come

nearme,
and before all the people I will be glori-
fied.’ ”

Aaron held his peace. 4 Moses called
Mishael and Elzaphan, the sons of Uzziel
the uncle of Aaron, and said to them, “Draw
near, carry your brothers from before the
sanctuary out of the camp.” 5 So they came
near, and carried them in their tunics out of
the camp, as Moses had said.
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6Moses said to Aaron, and to Eleazar and
to Ithamar, his sons, “Don’t let the hair of
your heads go loose, and don’t tear your
clothes, so that you don’t die, and so that he
will not be angry with all the congregation;
but let your brothers, the whole house of
Israel, bewail the burning which the LORD
has kindled. 7 You shall not go out from
the door of the Tent of Meeting, lest you
die; for the anointing oil of the LORD is
on you.” They did according to the word
of Moses. 8 Then the LORD said to Aaron,
9 “You and your sons are not to drink wine
or strong drink whenever you go into the
Tent of Meeting, or you will die. This shall
be a statute forever throughout your gen-
erations. 10 You are to make a distinction
between the holy and the common, and be-
tween the unclean and the clean. 11You are
to teach the childrenof Israel all the statutes
which the LORD has spoken to them by
Moses.”

12 Moses spoke to Aaron, and to Eleazar
and to Ithamar, his sons who were left,
“Take the meal offering that remains of the
offerings of the LORD made by fire, and
eat it without yeast beside the altar; for it
is most holy; 13 and you shall eat it in a
holy place, because it is your portion, and
your sons’ portion, of the offerings of the
LORDmadebyfire; for so I amcommanded.
14 The waved breast and the heaved thigh
you shall eat in a clean place, you, and your
sons, and your daughterswith you: for they
are given as your portion, and your sons’
portion, out of the sacrifices of the peace
offerings of the children of Israel. 15 They
shall bring the heaved thigh and the waved
breastwith the offeringsmade byfire of the
fat, towave it for awave offering before the
LORD. It shall be yours, and your sons’ with
you, as a portion forever, as the LORD has
commanded.”

16 Moses diligently inquired about the
goat of the sin offering, and, behold,* it was
burned. He was angry with Eleazar and
with Ithamar, the sons of Aaron who were
left, saying, 17 “Why haven’t you eaten the
sin offering in the place of the sanctuary,
since it is most holy, and he has given it to
you tobear the iniquity of the congregation,
to make atonement for them before the
LORD? 18Behold, its blood was not brought
into the inner part of the sanctuary. You
certainly should have eaten it in the sanc-
tuary, as I commanded.”

19 Aaron spoke to Moses, “Behold, today
they have offered their sin offering and
their burnt offering before the LORD; and

such things as these have happened to me.
If I had eaten the sin offering today, would
it have been pleasing in the LORD’s sight?”

20WhenMoses heard that, itwas pleasing
in his sight.

11
1The LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron,

saying to them, 2 “Speak to the children of
Israel, saying, ‘These are the living things
which you may eat among all the animals
that are on the earth. 3Whatever parts the
hoof, and is cloven-footed, and chews the
cud among the animals, that youmay eat.

4 “ ‘Nevertheless these you shall not eat
of those that chew the cud, or of those who
part the hoof: the camel, because it chews
the cud but doesn’t have a parted hoof, is
unclean to you. 5 The hyrax,* because it
chews the cud but doesn’t have a parted
hoof, is unclean to you. 6The hare, because
it chews the cud but doesn’t have a parted
hoof, is unclean to you. 7 The pig, because
it has a split hoof, and is cloven-footed, but
doesn’t chew the cud, is unclean to you.
8You shall not eat their meat. You shall not
touch their carcasses. They are unclean to
you.

9 “ ‘Youmay eat of all these that are in the
waters: whatever has fins and scales in the
waters, in the seas, and in the rivers, that
you may eat. 10All that don’t have fins and
scales in the seas andrivers, all thatmove in
the waters, and all the living creatures that
are in the waters, they are an abomination
to you, 11 and you shall detest them. You
shall not eat of theirmeat, and you shall de-
test their carcasses. 12Whatever has no fins
nor scales in the waters is an abomination
to you.

13 “ ‘You shall detest these among the
birds; they shall not be eaten because they
are an abomination: the eagle, the vulture,
the black vulture, 14 the red kite, any kind
of black kite, 15 any kind of raven, 16 the
horned owl, the screech owl, the gull, any
kind of hawk, 17 the little owl, the cor-
morant, the great owl, 18 the white owl, the
desert owl, the osprey, 19 the stork, any kind
of heron, the hoopoe, and the bat.

20 “ ‘All flying insects that walk on all
fours are an abomination to you. 21Yet you
mayeat these: of allwinged creeping things
that goonall fours,whichhave long, jointed
legs for hopping on the earth. 22 Even of
these you may eat: any kind of locust, any
kind of katydid, any kind of cricket, and
any kind of grasshopper. 23 But all winged

* 10:16 “Behold”, from “”,means lookat, takenotice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is oftenusedas an interjection. * 11:5
or rock badger, or cony
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creeping thingswhich have four feet are an
abomination to you.

24 “ ‘By these you will become unclean:
whoever touches their carcass shall be un-
clean until the evening. 25Whoever carries
any part of their carcass shall wash his
clothes, and be unclean until the evening.

26 “ ‘Every animal which has a split hoof
that isn’t completely divided, or doesn’t
chew the cud, is unclean to you. Every-
one who touches them shall be unclean.
27Whatever goes on its paws, among all an-
imals that go on all fours, they are unclean
to you. Whoever touches their carcass shall
be unclean until the evening. 28 He who
carries their carcass shall wash his clothes,
and be unclean until the evening. They are
unclean to you.

29 “ ‘These are they which are unclean to
you among the creeping things that creep
on the earth: the weasel, the rat, any kind
of great lizard, 30 the gecko, and themonitor
lizard, the wall lizard, the skink, and the
chameleon. 31 These are they which are
unclean to you among all that creep. Who-
ever touches themwhen theyaredead shall
be unclean until the evening. 32 Anything
they fall on when they are dead shall be
unclean;whether it is anyvessel ofwood, or
clothing, or skin, or sack, whatever vessel
it is, with which any work is done, it must
be put into water, and it shall be unclean
until the evening. Then it will be clean.
33 Every earthen vessel into which any of
them falls and all that is in it shall be un-
clean. You shall break it. 34All food which
may be eaten which is soaked in water
shall be unclean. All drink that may be
drunk in every suchvessel shall beunclean.
35 Everything whereupon part of their car-
cass falls shall beunclean;whetheroven, or
range for pots, it shall be broken in pieces.
They are unclean, and shall be unclean to
you. 36 Nevertheless a spring or a cistern
in which water is gathered shall be clean,
but that which touches their carcass shall
be unclean. 37 If part of their carcass falls
on any sowing seedwhich is to be sown, it is
clean. 38But if water is put on the seed, and
part of their carcass falls on it, it is unclean
to you.

39 “ ‘If any animal of which you may eat
dies, he who touches its carcass shall be
unclean until the evening. 40 He who eats
of its carcass shall wash his clothes, and
be unclean until the evening. He also who
carries its carcass shall wash his clothes,
and be unclean until the evening.

41 “ ‘Every creeping thing that creeps on
the earth is an abomination. It shall not
be eaten. 42 Whatever goes on its belly,
andwhatever goesonall fours, orwhatever

hasmany feet, even all creeping things that
creep on the earth, them you shall not eat;
for they are an abomination. 43 You shall
not make yourselves abominable with any
creeping thing that creeps. You shall not
make yourselves unclean with them, that
you should be defiled by them. 44 For I am
the LORD your God. Sanctify yourselves
therefore, and be holy; for I am holy. You
shall not defile yourselves with any kind
of creeping thing that moves on the earth.
45 For I am the LORD who brought you up
out of the land of Egypt, to be your God. You
shall therefore be holy, for I am holy.

46 “ ‘This is the law of the animal, and of
the bird, and of every living creature that
moves in the waters, and of every creature
that creeps on the earth, 47 to make a dis-
tinctionbetween theunclean and the clean,
and between the living thing that may be
eaten and the living thing that may not be
eaten.’ ”

12
1 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

2 “Speak to the children of Israel, saying, ‘If
awoman conceives, and bears amale child,
then she shall be unclean seven days; as in
the days of her monthly period she shall be
unclean. 3 In the eighth day the flesh of his
foreskin shall be circumcised. 4 She shall
continue in the blood of purification thirty-
three days. She shall not touch any holy
thing, nor come into the sanctuary, until the
days of her purifying are completed. 5 But
if she bears a female child, then she shall
be unclean two weeks, as in her period;
and she shall continue in the blood of
purification sixty-six days.

6 “ ‘When the days of her purification are
completed for a son or for a daughter, she
shall bring to the priest at the door of the
Tent ofMeeting, a year old lamb for a burnt
offering, and a young pigeon or a turtle-
dove, for a sin offering. 7 He shall offer it
before the LORD, and make atonement for
her; then she shall be cleansed from the
fountain of her blood.

“ ‘This is the law for her who bears,
whether a male or a female. 8 If she can-
not afford a lamb, then she shall take two
turtledoves or two young pigeons: the one
for a burnt offering, and the other for a sin
offering. The priest shall make atonement
for her, and she shall be clean.’ ”

13
1The LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron,

saying, 2 “When aman shall have a swelling
in his body’s skin, or a scab, or a bright spot,
and it becomes in the skin of his body the
plague of leprosy, then he shall be brought
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to Aaron the priest or to one of his sons,
the priests. 3 The priest shall examine the
plague in the skin of the body. If the hair
in the plague has turned white, and the
appearance of the plague is deeper than the
body’s skin, it is theplagueof leprosy; so the
priest shall examine him and pronounce
him unclean. 4 If the bright spot is white
in the skin of his body, and its appearance
isn’t deeper than the skin, and itshairhasn’t
turned white, then the priest shall isolate
the infected person for seven days. 5 The
priest shall examine him on the seventh
day. Behold, if in his eyes the plague is
arrested and theplaguehasn’t spread in the
skin, then the priest shall isolate him for
sevenmoredays. 6Thepriest shall examine
him again on the seventh day. Behold, if
the plague has faded and the plague hasn’t
spread in the skin, then the priest shall
pronounce him clean. It is a scab. He shall
wash his clothes, and be clean. 7 But if the
scab spreads on the skin after he has shown
himself to the priest for his cleansing, he
shall show himself to the priest again. 8The
priest shall examine him; and behold, if the
scab has spread on the skin, then the priest
shall pronounce him unclean. It is leprosy.

9 “When the plague of leprosy is in aman,
thenhe shall be brought to the priest; 10and
the priest shall examine him. Behold, if
there is a white swelling in the skin, and it
has turned the hair white, and there is raw
flesh in the swelling, 11 it is a chronic lep-
rosy in the skin of his body, and the priest
shall pronounce him unclean. He shall not
isolate him, for he is already unclean.

12 “If the leprosy breaks out all over the
skin, and the leprosy covers all the skin of
the infected person from his head even to
his feet, as far as it appears to the priest,
13 then the priest shall examine him. Be-
hold, if the leprosy has covered all his flesh,
he shall pronounce him clean of the plague.
It has all turned white: he is clean. 14 But
whenever raw flesh appears in him, he
shall be unclean. 15 The priest shall ex-
amine the raw flesh, and pronounce him
unclean: the raw flesh is unclean. It is
leprosy. 16 Or if the raw flesh turns again,
and is changed towhite, then he shall come
to the priest. 17 The priest shall examine
him. Behold, if the plaguehas turnedwhite,
then thepriest shall pronouncehimcleanof
the plague. He is clean.

18 “When the body has a boil on its skin,
and it has healed, 19 and in the place of the
boil there is a white swelling, or a bright
spot, reddish-white, then it shall be shown
to the priest. 20 The priest shall examine
it. Behold, if its appearance is deeper than
the skin, and its hair has turnedwhite, then

the priest shall pronounce him unclean. It
is the plague of leprosy. It has broken out
in the boil. 21 But if the priest examines it,
and behold, there are no white hairs in it,
and it isn’t deeper than the skin, but is dim,
then the priest shall isolate him seven days.
22 If it spreads in the skin, then the priest
shall pronounce himunclean. It is a plague.
23But if thebright spot stays in its place, and
hasn’t spread, it is the scar from the boil;
and the priest shall pronounce him clean.

24 “Or when the body has a burn from
fire on its skin, and the raw flesh of the
burn becomes a bright spot, reddish-white,
or white, 25 then the priest shall examine it;
and behold, if the hair in the bright spot has
turned white, and its appearance is deeper
than the skin, it is leprosy. It has broken
out in the burning, and the priest shall pro-
nounce him unclean. It is the plague of
leprosy. 26But if the priest examines it, and
behold, there is no white hair in the bright
spot, and it isn’t deeper than the skin, but
has faded, then the priest shall isolate him
seven days. 27The priest shall examine him
on the seventh day. If it has spread in the
skin, then the priest shall pronounce him
unclean. It is the plague of leprosy. 28 If
the bright spot stays in its place, and hasn’t
spread in the skin, but is faded, it is the
swelling from the burn, and the priest shall
pronounce him clean, for it is the scar from
the burn.

29 “When a man or woman has a plague
on the head or on the beard, 30 then the
priest shall examine the plague; and be-
hold, if its appearance is deeper than the
skin, and the hair in it is yellow and thin,
then the priest shall pronounce him un-
clean. It is an itch. It is leprosy of the head
or of the beard. 31 If the priest examines the
plague of itching, and behold, its appear-
ance isn’t deeper than the skin, and there is
no black hair in it, then the priest shall iso-
late the person infected with itching seven
days. 32On the seventh day the priest shall
examine the plague; and behold, if the itch
hasn’t spread, and there is no yellow hair
in it, and the appearance of the itch isn’t
deeper than the skin, 33 then he shall be
shaved, butheshallnot shave the itch. Then
the priest shall isolate the one who has the
itch seven more days. 34 On the seventh
day, the priest shall examine the itch; and
behold, if the itch hasn’t spread in the skin,
and its appearance isn’t deeper than the
skin, then the priest shall pronounce him
clean. He shall wash his clothes and be
clean. 35 But if the itch spreads in the skin
after his cleansing, 36 then the priest shall
examine him; and behold, if the itch has
spread in the skin, the priest shall not look
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for the yellow hair; he is unclean. 37 But
if in his eyes the itch is arrested and black
hair has grown in it, then the itch is healed.
He is clean. The priest shall pronounce him
clean.

38 “When a man or a woman has bright
spots in the skin of the body, even white
bright spots, 39 then thepriest shall examine
them. Behold, if the bright spots on the
skin of their body are a dull white, it is a
harmless rash. It has broken out in the skin.
He is clean.

40 “If a man’s hair has fallen from his
head, he is bald. He is clean. 41 If his
hair has fallen off from the front part of
his head, he is forehead bald. He is clean.
42 But if a reddish-white plague is in the
bald head or the bald forehead, it is leprosy
breaking out in his bald head or his bald
forehead. 43 Then the priest shall examine
him. Behold, if the swelling of the plague
is reddish-white in his bald head, or in his
bald forehead, like the appearance of lep-
rosy in the skin of thebody, 44he is a leprous
man. He is unclean. The priest shall surely
pronounce him unclean. His plague is on
his head.

45 “The leper in whom the plague is shall
wear torn clothes, and the hair of his head
shall hang loose. He shall cover his upper
lip, and shall cry, ‘Unclean! Unclean!’ 46All
the days in which the plague is in him he
shall be unclean. He is unclean. He shall
dwell alone. His dwelling shall be outside
of the camp.

47 “The garment also that the plague of
leprosy is in, whether it is a woolen gar-
ment, or a linen garment; 48whether it is in
warp orwoof;* of linen or ofwool; whether
in a leather, or in anythingmade of leather;
49 if the plague is greenish or reddish in
the garment, or in the leather, or in the
warp, or in thewoof, or in anythingmadeof
leather; it is the plague of leprosy, and shall
be shown to the priest. 50 The priest shall
examine the plague, and isolate the plague
seven days. 51He shall examine the plague
on the seventh day. If the plague has spread
in the garment, either in the warp, or in the
woof, or in the skin,whateveruse the skin is
used for, the plague is a destructivemildew.
It is unclean. 52He shall burn the garment,
whether thewarp or thewoof, inwool or in
linen, or anything of leather, in which the
plague is, for it is a destructive mildew. It
shall be burned in the fire.

53 “If the priest examines it, and behold,
the plague hasn’t spread in the garment,
either in the warp, or in the woof, or in
anything of skin; 54 then the priest shall

command that they wash the thing that the
plague is in, and he shall isolate it seven
more days. 55Then the priest shall examine
it, after the plague is washed; and behold, if
the plague hasn’t changed its color, and the
plaguehasn’t spread, it is unclean; you shall
burn it in the fire. It is a mildewed spot,
whether the bareness is inside or outside.
56 If the priest looks, and behold, the plague
has faded after it is washed, then he shall
tear it out of the garment, or out of the skin,
or out of thewarp, or out of thewoof; 57and
if it appears again in the garment, either in
the warp, or in the woof, or in anything of
skin, it is spreading. You shall burn what
the plague is in with fire. 58 The garment,
either the warp, or the woof, or whatever
thing of skin it is, which you shall wash, if
the plague has departed from them, then it
shall be washed the second time, and it will
be clean.”

59 This is the law of the plague of mildew
in a garment of wool or linen, either in the
warp, or the woof, or in anything of skin,
to pronounce it clean, or to pronounce it
unclean.

14
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
2 “This shall be the law of the leper in the

day of his cleansing: He shall be brought
to the priest, 3 and the priest shall go out
of the camp. The priest shall examine him.
Behold, if the plague of leprosy is healed in
the leper, 4 then the priest shall command
them to take for him who is to be cleansed
two living clean birds, cedar wood, scarlet,
and hyssop. 5 The priest shall command
them to kill one of the birds in an earthen
vessel over running water. 6 As for the
living bird, he shall take it, the cedar wood,
the scarlet, and the hyssop, and shall dip
them and the living bird in the blood of
the bird that was killed over the running
water. 7He shall sprinkle on him who is to
be cleansed from the leprosy seven times,
andshallpronouncehimclean, andshall let
the living bird go into the open field.

8 “Hewho is to be cleansed shall wash his
clothes, and shave off all his hair, and bathe
himself in water; and he shall be clean.
After that he shall come into the camp, but
shall dwell outside his tent seven days. 9 It
shall be on the seventh day, that he shall
shave all his hair off his head and his beard
and his eyebrows. He shall shave off all his
hair. He shall wash his clothes, and he shall
bathe his body in water. Then he shall be
clean.

* 13:48 warp andwoof are the vertical and horizontal threads in woven cloth
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10 “On the eighth day he shall take two
male lambs without defect, one ewe lamb
a year old without defect, three tenths of
an ephah* of fine flour for a meal offering,
mixed with oil, and one log† of oil. 11 The
priest who cleanses him shall set the man
who is to be cleansed, and those things,
before the LORD, at the door of the Tent of
Meeting.

12 “The priest shall take one of the male
lambs, and offer him for a trespass offering,
with the log of oil, and wave them for a
wave offering before the LORD. 13He shall
kill the male lamb in the place where they
kill the sin offering and the burnt offering,
in the place of the sanctuary; for as the sin
offering is the priest’s, so is the trespass
offering. It is most holy. 14 The priest
shall take some of the blood of the trespass
offering, and the priest shall put it on the tip
of the right ear of himwho is to be cleansed,
and on the thumb of his right hand, and on
the big toe of his right foot. 15 The priest
shall take some of the log of oil, and pour it
into the palm of his own left hand. 16 The
priest shall dip his right finger in the oil that
is in his left hand, and shall sprinkle some
of the oil with his finger seven times before
the LORD. 17The priest shall put some of the
rest of the oil that is in his hand on the tip of
the right ear of him who is to be cleansed,
and on the thumb of his right hand, and on
the big toe of his right foot, upon the blood
of the trespass offering. 18The rest of the oil
that is in thepriest’shandheshall puton the
head of him who is to be cleansed, and the
priest shallmake atonement for himbefore
the LORD.

19 “The priest shall offer the sin offering,
and make atonement for him who is to be
cleansed because of his uncleanness. After-
ward he shall kill the burnt offering; 20 then
the priest shall offer the burnt offering and
the meal offering on the altar. The priest
shall make atonement for him, and he shall
be clean.

21 “If he is poor, and can’t afford so much,
then he shall take one male lamb for a tres-
pass offering to be waved, to make atone-
ment for him, and one tenth of an ephah‡ of
fineflourmixedwith oil for ameal offering,
and a log§ of oil; 22 and two turtledoves,
or two young pigeons, such as he is able to
afford; and the one shall be a sin offering,
and the other a burnt offering.

23 “On the eighth day he shall bring them
for his cleansing to the priest, to the door of
the Tent ofMeeting, before the LORD. 24The

priest shall take the lamb of the trespass
offering, and the log of oil, and the priest
shall wave them for a wave offering before
the LORD. 25 He shall kill the lamb of the
trespass offering. Thepriest shall take some
of the blood of the trespass offering and put
it on the tip of the right ear of him who
is to be cleansed, and on the thumb of his
right hand, and on the big toe of his right
foot. 26The priest shall pour some of the oil
into the palm of his own left hand; 27 and
thepriest shall sprinklewithhis rightfinger
some of the oil that is in his left hand seven
times before the LORD. 28 Then the priest
shall put some of the oil that is in his hand
on the tip of the right ear of him who is to
be cleansed, and on the thumb of his right
hand, and on the big toe of his right foot, on
the place of the blood of the trespass offer-
ing. 29The rest of theoil that is in thepriest’s
hand he shall put on the head of himwho is
to be cleansed, to make atonement for him
before the LORD. 30He shall offer one of the
turtledoves, or of the young pigeons, which
ever he is able to afford, 31 of the kind he is
able to afford, the one for a sin offering, and
the other for a burnt offering,with themeal
offering. The priest shall make atonement
for him who is to be cleansed before the
LORD.”

32 This is the law for him in whom is the
plague of leprosy, who is not able to afford
the sacrifice for his cleansing.

33TheLORD spoke toMoses and toAaron,
saying, 34 “When you have come into the
land of Canaan, which I give to you for a
possession, and I put a spreading mildew
in a house in the land of your possession,
35 then he who owns the house shall come
and tell the priest, saying, ‘There seems
to me to be some sort of plague in the
house.’ 36 The priest shall command that
theyempty thehouse, before thepriest goes
in to examine the plague, that all that is in
the house not be made unclean. Afterward
the priest shall go in to inspect the house.
37He shall examine the plague; and behold,
if theplague is in thewalls of thehousewith
hollow streaks, greenish or reddish, and it
appears to be deeper than the wall, 38 then
the priest shall go out of the house to the
door of the house, and shut up the house
seven days. 39 The priest shall come again
on the seventh day, and look. If the plague
has spread in the walls of the house, 40 then
the priest shall command that they take out
the stones in which is the plague, and cast
them into an unclean place outside of the

* 14:10 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel † 14:10 a log is a liquid measure of about 300 ml or 10

ounces ‡ 14:21 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel § 14:21 a log is a liquid measure of about 300
ml or 10 ounces
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city. 41He shall cause the inside of thehouse
to be scraped all over. They shall pour out
the mortar that they scraped off outside of
the city into an unclean place. 42They shall
take other stones, and put them in the place
of those stones; and he shall take other
mortar, and shall plaster the house.

43 “If the plague comes again, and breaks
out in the house after he has taken out the
stones, and after he has scraped the house,
and after it was plastered, 44 then the priest
shall come in and look; and behold, if the
plague has spread in the house, it is a de-
structivemildew in the house. It is unclean.
45He shall break down the house, its stones,
and its timber, and all the house’s mortar.
He shall carry them out of the city into an
unclean place.

46 “Moreover he who goes into the house
while it is shut up shall be unclean until the
evening. 47He who lies down in the house
shall wash his clothes; and he who eats in
the house shall wash his clothes.

48 “If the priest shall come in, and exam-
ine it, and behold, the plague hasn’t spread
in the house, after the house was plastered,
then the priest shall pronounce the house
clean, because the plague is healed. 49 To
cleanse the house he shall take two birds,
cedar wood, scarlet, and hyssop. 50He shall
kill one of the birds in an earthen vessel
over running water. 51 He shall take the
cedarwood, the hyssop, the scarlet, and the
living bird, and dip them in the blood of the
slain bird, and in the running water, and
sprinkle the house seven times. 52He shall
cleanse thehousewith thebloodof thebird,
and with the running water, with the living
bird, with the cedar wood, with the hyssop,
and with the scarlet; 53 but he shall let the
living bird go out of the city into the open
field. So shall he make atonement for the
house; and it shall be clean.”

54This is the law for anyplagueof leprosy,
and for an itch, 55 and for the destructive
mildewofagarment, and forahouse, 56and
for a swelling, and for a scab, and for a
bright spot; 57 to teach when it is unclean,
and when it is clean.
This is the law of leprosy.

15
1The LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron,

saying, 2 “Speak to the children of Israel,
and tell them, ‘When any man has a dis-
charge from his body, because of his dis-
charge he is unclean. 3 This shall be his
uncleanness in his discharge: whether his
body runs with his discharge, or his body
has stopped from his discharge, it is his
uncleanness.

4 “ ‘Every bed on which he who has the
discharge lies shall be unclean; and every-
thing he sits on shall be unclean. 5Whoever
touches his bed shall wash his clothes, and
bathe himself in water, and be unclean un-
til the evening. 6 He who sits on anything
onwhich themanwhohas thedischarge sat
shall wash his clothes, and bathe himself in
water, and be unclean until the evening.

7 “ ‘He who touches the body of him who
has the discharge shall wash his clothes,
and bathe himself in water, and be unclean
until the evening.

8 “ ‘If he who has the discharge spits on
him who is clean, then he shall wash his
clothes, and bathe himself in water, and be
unclean until the evening.

9 “ ‘Whatever saddle he who has the
discharge rides on shall be unclean.
10 Whoever touches anything that was
under him shall be unclean until the
evening. He who carries those things shall
wash his clothes, and bathe himself in
water, and be unclean until the evening.

11 “ ‘Whomever hewho has the discharge
touches,without having rinsedhis hands in
water, he shall wash his clothes, and bathe
himself in water, and be unclean until the
evening.

12 “ ‘The earthen vessel, which he who
has the discharge touches, shall be broken;
and every vessel of wood shall be rinsed in
water.

13 “ ‘When he who has a discharge is
cleansed of his discharge, then he shall
count to himself seven days for his cleans-
ing, andwashhis clothes; andheshall bathe
his flesh in running water, and shall be
clean.

14 “ ‘On the eighth day he shall take two
turtledoves, or two young pigeons, and
come before the LORD to the door of the
Tent ofMeeting, and give them to the priest.
15 The priest shall offer them, the one for
a sin offering, and the other for a burnt
offering. The priest shall make atonement
for him before the LORD for his discharge.

16 “ ‘If anyman has an emission of semen,
then he shall bathe all his flesh in water,
and be unclean until the evening. 17 Every
garment and every skin which the semen
is on shall be washed with water, and be
unclean until the evening. 18 If a man lies
with a woman and there is an emission of
semen, they shall both bathe themselves in
water, and be unclean until the evening.

19 “ ‘If a woman has a discharge, and
her discharge in her flesh is blood, she
shall be in her impurity seven days. Who-
ever touches her shall be unclean until the
evening.



Leviticus 15:20 92 Leviticus 16:18

20 “ ‘Everything that she lies on in her
impurity shall be unclean. Everything also
that she sits onshall beunclean. 21Whoever
touches her bed shall wash his clothes, and
bathe himself in water, and be unclean un-
til the evening. 22 Whoever touches any-
thing that she sits on shall wash his clothes,
and bathe himself in water, and be unclean
until the evening. 23 If it is on the bed, or on
anything she sits on, when he touches it, he
shall be unclean until the evening.

24 “ ‘If any man lies with her, and her
monthly flow is on him, he shall be unclean
seven days; and every bed he lies on shall
be unclean.

25 “ ‘If a woman has a discharge of her
blood many days not in the time of her
period, or if she has a discharge beyond the
time of her period, all the days of the dis-
charge of her uncleanness shall be as in the
days of her period. She is unclean. 26Every
bed she lies on all the days of her discharge
shall be to her as the bed of her period.
Everything she sits on shall be unclean, as
the uncleanness of her period. 27Whoever
touches these things shall be unclean, and
shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in
water, and be unclean until the evening.

28“ ‘But if she is cleansedofherdischarge,
then she shall count to herself seven days,
and after that she shall be clean. 29On the
eighthday she shall take two turtledoves, or
two young pigeons, and bring them to the
priest, to the door of the Tent of Meeting.
30 The priest shall offer the one for a sin
offering, and the other for a burnt offering;
and thepriest shallmakeatonement forher
before the LORD for the uncleanness of her
discharge.

31 “ ‘Thus you shall separate the children
of Israel from their uncleanness, so they
will not die in their uncleanness when they
defile my tabernacle that is among them.’ ”

32 This is the law of him who has a dis-
charge, and of him who has an emission of
semen, so that he is unclean by it; 33 and
of her who has her period, and of a man
or woman who has a discharge, and of him
who lies with her who is unclean.

16
1TheLORDspoke toMosesafter thedeath

of the two sons of Aaron, when they came
near before the LORD, and died; 2 and
the LORD said to Moses, “Tell Aaron your
brother not to come at just any time into the
Most Holy Place within the veil, before the
mercy seat which is on the ark; lest he die;
for I will appear in the cloud on the mercy
seat.

3 “Aaron shall come into the sanctuary
with a young bull for a sin offering, and

a ram for a burnt offering. 4 He shall put
on the holy linen tunic. He shall have the
linen trousers on his body, and shall put
on the linen sash, and he shall be clothed
with the linen turban. They are the holy
garments. He shall bathe his body in water,
and put them on. 5He shall take from the
congregation of the children of Israel two
male goats for a sin offering, and one ram
for a burnt offering.

6 “Aaron shall offer the bull of the sin
offering, which is for himself, and make
atonement for himself and for his house.
7He shall take the two goats, and set them
before the LORD at the door of the Tent of
Meeting. 8Aaron shall cast lots for the two
goats: one lot for the LORD, and the other
lot for the scapegoat. 9Aaron shall present
the goat on which the lot fell for the LORD,
and offer him for a sin offering. 10 But the
goat on which the lot fell for the scapegoat
shall be presented alive before the LORD, to
make atonement for him, to send him away
as the scapegoat into the wilderness.

11 “Aaron shall present the bull of the
sin offering, which is for himself, and shall
make atonement for himself and for his
house, and shall kill the bull of the sin offer-
ing which is for himself. 12He shall take a
censer full of coals of fire from off the altar
before theLORD, and twohandfuls of sweet
incense beaten small, and bring it within
the veil. 13He shall put the incense on the
fire before the LORD, that the cloud of the
incensemay cover themercy seat that is on
the covenant, so that he will not die. 14He
shall take some of the blood of the bull, and
sprinkle it with his finger on themercy seat
on the east; and before the mercy seat he
shall sprinkle some of the blood with his
finger seven times.

15 “Then he shall kill the goat of the sin
offering that is for the people, and bring his
bloodwithin the veil, and dowith his blood
as he did with the blood of the bull, and
sprinkle it on themercy seat and before the
mercy seat. 16He shall make atonement for
the Holy Place, because of the uncleanness
of the children of Israel, and because of
their transgressions, even all their sins; and
so he shall do for the Tent of Meeting that
dwells with them in the middle of their un-
cleanness. 17No one shall be in the Tent of
Meetingwhenheenters tomakeatonement
in the Holy Place, until he comes out, and
has made atonement for himself and for
his household, and for all the assembly of
Israel.

18 “He shall go out to the altar that is be-
fore the LORD and make atonement for it,
and shall take some of the bull’s blood, and
some of the goat’s blood, and put it around
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on thehorns of the altar. 19He shall sprinkle
someof the blood on itwith his finger seven
times, and cleanse it, andmake it holy from
the uncleanness of the children of Israel.

20 “When he has finished atoning for the
Holy Place, the Tent of Meeting, and the
altar, he shall present the live goat. 21Aaron
shall lay both his hands on the head of the
live goat, and confess over him all the iniq-
uities of the children of Israel, and all their
transgressions, even all their sins; and he
shall put them on the head of the goat, and
shall send him away into the wilderness by
the hand of a manwho is ready. 22The goat
shall carry all their iniquities on himself to
a solitary land, and he shall release the goat
in the wilderness.

23 “Aaron shall come into the Tent of
Meeting, and shall take off the linen gar-
ments which he put on when he went into
the Holy Place, and shall leave them there.
24 Then he shall bathe himself in water
in a holy place, put on his garments, and
come out and offer his burnt offering and
the burnt offering of the people, and make
atonement for himself and for the people.
25The fat of the sin offeringhe shall burn on
the altar.

26 “He who lets the goat go as the scape-
goat shall wash his clothes, and bathe his
flesh in water, and afterward he shall come
into the camp. 27 The bull for the sin offer-
ing, and the goat for the sin offering, whose
blood was brought in to make atonement
in the Holy Place, shall be carried outside
the camp; and they shall burn their skins,
their flesh, and their dung with fire. 28He
who burns them shall wash his clothes, and
bathe his flesh in water, and afterward he
shall come into the camp.

29 “It shall be a statute to you forever: in
the seventh month, on the tenth day of the
month, you shall afflict your souls, and shall
do no kind ofwork, whether native-born or
a stranger who lives as a foreigner among
you; 30 for on this day shall atonement be
made for you, to cleanse you. You shall be
clean from all your sins before the LORD.
31 It is a Sabbath of solemn rest to you, and
you shall afflict your souls. It is a statute for-
ever. 32Thepriest, who is anointed andwho
is consecrated to be priest in his father’s
place, shall make the atonement, and shall
put on the linen garments, even the holy
garments. 33Thenhe shallmake atonement
for the Holy Sanctuary; and he shall make
atonement for the Tent of Meeting and for
the altar; and he shall make atonement for
the priests and for all the people of the
assembly.

34 “This shall be an everlasting statute for
you, to make atonement for the children of

Israel once in the year because of all their
sins.”
It was done as the LORD commanded

Moses.

17
1 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

2 “Speak to Aaron, and to his sons, and
to all the children of Israel, and say to
them, ‘This is the thing which the LORD
has commanded: 3 Whatever man there
is of the house of Israel who kills a bull, or
lamb, or goat in the camp, or who kills it
outside the camp, 4 and hasn’t brought it to
the door of the Tent of Meeting to offer it as
an offering to the LORD before the LORD’s
tabernacle: blood shall be imputed to that
man. He has shed blood. That man shall be
cut off from among his people. 5 This is to
the end that the childrenof Israelmaybring
their sacrifices, which they sacrifice in the
open field, that they may bring them to the
LORD, to the door of the Tent of Meeting, to
the priest, and sacrifice them for sacrifices
of peace offerings to the LORD. 6 The priest
shall sprinkle the blood on the LORD’s
altar at the door of the Tent of Meeting,
and burn the fat for a pleasant aroma to
the LORD. 7 They shall no more sacrifice
their sacrifices to the goat idols, afterwhich
they play the prostitute. This shall be a
statute forever to them throughout their
generations.’

8 “You shall say to them, ‘Any man there
is of the house of Israel, or of the strangers
who live as foreigners among them, who
offers a burnt offering or sacrifice, 9 and
doesn’t bring it to the door of the Tent of
Meeting to sacrifice it to theLORD, thatman
shall be cut off from his people.

10 “ ‘Any man of the house of Israel, or of
the strangers who live as foreigners among
them, who eats any kind of blood, I will set
my face against that soul who eats blood,
and will cut him off from among his peo-
ple. 11 For the life of the flesh is in the
blood. I have given it to you on the altar
to make atonement for your souls; for it is
the blood that makes atonement by reason
of the life. 12 Therefore I have said to the
children of Israel, “No person among you
may eat blood, nor may any stranger who
lives as a foreigner among you eat blood.”

13 “ ‘Whatever man there is of the chil-
dren of Israel, or of the strangers who live
as foreigners among them, who takes in
hunting any animal or bird that may be
eaten, he shall pour out its blood, and cover
it with dust. 14 For as to the life of all flesh,
its blood is with its life. Therefore I said to
the children of Israel, “You shall not eat the
blood of any kind of flesh; for the life of all
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flesh is its blood. Whoever eats it shall be
cut off.”

15 “ ‘Every person that eats what dies of
itself, or that which is torn by animals,
whether he is native-born or a foreigner,
shall wash his clothes, and bathe himself
in water, and be unclean until the evening.
Then he shall be clean. 16 But if he doesn’t
wash them, or bathe his flesh, then he shall
bear his iniquity.’ ”

18
1 The LORD said to Moses, 2 “Speak to the

children of Israel, and say to them, ‘I am the
LORD your God. 3 You shall not do as they
do in the land of Egypt, where you lived.
You shall not do as they do in the land of
Canaan,where I ambringing you. You shall
not follow their statutes. 4 You shall do my
ordinances. You shall keep my statutes and
walk in them. I am the LORD your God.
5 You shall therefore keep my statutes and
my ordinances, which if a man does, he
shall live in them. I am the LORD.

6 “ ‘None of you shall approach any close
relatives, to uncover their nakedness: I am
the LORD.

7 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness
of your father, nor the nakedness of your
mother: she is your mother. You shall not
uncover her nakedness.

8 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness
of your father’s wife. It is your father’s
nakedness.

9 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness
of your sister, the daughter of your father,
or the daughter of your mother, whether
born at home or born abroad.

10 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness
of your son’s daughter, or of your daugh-
ter’s daughter, even their nakedness; for
theirs is your own nakedness.

11 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness
of your father’s wife’s daughter, conceived
by your father, since she is your sister.

12 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness
of your father’s sister. She is your father’s
near kinswoman.

13 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness
of your mother’s sister, for she is your
mother’s near kinswoman.

14 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness
of your father’s brother. You shall not ap-
proach his wife. She is your aunt.

15 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness
of your daughter-in-law. She is your son’s
wife. You shall not uncover her nakedness.

16 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness
of your brother’s wife. It is your brother’s
nakedness.

17 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness
of awoman and her daughter. You shall not
take her son’s daughter, or her daughter’s
daughter, to uncover her nakedness. They
are near kinswomen. It is wickedness.

18 “ ‘You shall not take a wife in addition
to her sister, to be a rival, to uncover her
nakedness, while her sister is still alive.

19 “ ‘You shall not approach a woman to
uncover her nakedness, as long as she is
impure by her uncleanness.

20 “ ‘You shall not lie carnally with your
neighbor’s wife, and defile yourself with
her.

21 “ ‘You shall not give any of your chil-
dren as a sacrifice to Molech. You shall not
profane the name of your God. I am the
LORD.*

22 “ ‘You shall not lie with aman as with a
woman. That is detestable.

23 “ ‘You shall not lie with any animal to
defile yourself with it. No womanmay give
herself to an animal, to lie downwith it: it is
a perversion.

24“ ‘Don’t defile yourselves inanyof these
things; for in all these the nations which
I am casting out before you were defiled.
25 The land was defiled. Therefore I pun-
ished its iniquity, and the land vomited out
her inhabitants. 26You therefore shall keep
my statutes and my ordinances, and shall
not do any of these abominations; neither
the native-born, nor the stranger who lives
as a foreigner among you 27 (for the men of
the land that were before you had done all
these abominations, and the land became
defiled), 28 that the land not vomit you out
also,whenyoudefile it, as it vomitedout the
nation that was before you.

29 “ ‘For whoever shall do any of these
abominations, even the souls that do them
shall be cut off from among their people.
30 Therefore you shall keep my require-
ments, that you do not practice any of these
abominable customs which were practiced
before you, and that you do not defile your-
selves with them. I am the LORD your
God.’ ”

19
1 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

2 “Speak to all the congregation of the
children of Israel, and tell them, ‘You shall
be holy; for I, the LORD your God, am holy.

3 “ ‘Each one of you shall respect his
mother and his father. You shall keep my
Sabbaths. I am the LORD your God.

4 “ ‘Don’t turn to idols, nor make molten
gods for yourselves. I am the LORD your
God.

* 18:21 LORD or GOD in all caps is from theHebrewיהוה Yahweh exceptwhen otherwise noted as being from the short
form יה Yah.
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5 “ ‘When you offer a sacrifice of peace
offerings to the LORD, you shall offer it so
that youmay be accepted. 6 It shall be eaten
the same day you offer it, and on the next
day. If anything remains until the third day,
it shall be burned with fire. 7 If it is eaten
at all on the third day, it is an abomination.
It will not be accepted; 8 but everyone who
eats it shall bearhis iniquity, becausehehas
profaned the holy thing of the LORD, and
that soul shall be cut off from his people.

9 “ ‘When you reap the harvest of your
land, you shall not wholly reap the cor-
ners of your field, neither shall you gather
the gleanings of your harvest. 10 You shall
not glean your vineyard, neither shall you
gather the fallen grapes of your vineyard.
Youshall leave themfor thepoorand for the
foreigner. I am the LORD your God.

11 “ ‘You shall not steal.
“ ‘You shall not lie.
“ ‘You shall not deceive one another.
12 “ ‘You shall not swear by my name

falsely, and profane the name of your God.
I am the LORD.*

13 “ ‘You shall not oppress your neighbor,
nor rob him.

“ ‘The wages of a hired servant shall not
remainwithyouallnightuntil themorning.

14 “ ‘You shall not curse the deaf, nor put
a stumbling block before the blind; but you
shall fear your God. I am the LORD.

15 “ ‘You shall do no injustice in judgment.
You shall not be partial to the poor, nor
show favoritism to the great; but you shall
judge your neighbor in righteousness.

16“ ‘Youshallnot goaroundasaslanderer
among your people.

“ ‘You shall not endanger the life† of your
neighbor. I am the LORD.

17 “ ‘You shall not hate your brother in
your heart. You shall surely rebuke your
neighbor, and not bear sin because of him.

18 “ ‘You shall not take vengeance, nor
bear any grudge against the children of
your people; but you shall love your neigh-
bor as yourself. I am the LORD.

19 “ ‘You shall keepmy statutes.
“ ‘You shall not cross-breed different

kinds of animals.
“ ‘You shall not sow your field with two

kinds of seed;
“ ‘Don’t wear a garment made of two

kinds of material.
20 “ ‘If a man lies carnally with a woman

who is a slave girl, pledged to be married
to anotherman, and not ransomed or given
her freedom; they shall be punished. They

shall not be put to death, because she was
not free. 21He shall bring his trespass offer-
ing to the LORD, to the door of the Tent of
Meeting, even a ram for a trespass offering.
22The priest shall make atonement for him
with the ram of the trespass offering before
the LORD for his sin which he has commit-
ted; and the sin which he has committed
shall be forgiven him.

23 “ ‘When you come into the land, and
haveplantedall kindsof trees for food, then
you shall count their fruit as forbidden.‡
For three years it shall be forbidden to you.
It shallnotbeeaten. 24But in the fourthyear
all its fruit shall be holy, for giving praise to
theLORD. 25 In thefifth year you shall eat its
fruit, that it may yield its increase to you. I
am the LORD your God.

26 “ ‘You shall not eat any meat with the
blood still in it. You shall not use enchant-
ments, nor practice sorcery.

27 “ ‘You shall not cut the hair on the sides
of your head or clip off the edge of your
beard.

28 “ ‘You shall not make any cuttings in
your flesh for the dead, nor tattoo any
marks on you. I am the LORD.

29“ ‘Don’t profane yourdaughter, tomake
her a prostitute; lest the land fall to prosti-
tution, and the land become full of wicked-
ness.

30 “ ‘You shall keepmy Sabbaths, and rev-
erencemy sanctuary; I am the LORD.

31“ ‘Don’t turn to thosewhoaremediums,
nor to the wizards. Don’t seek them out, to
bedefiledby them. I amtheLORDyourGod.

32 “ ‘You shall rise up before the gray head
and honor the face of the elderly; and you
shall fear your God. I am the LORD.

33 “ ‘If a stranger lives as a foreigner with
you in your land, you shall not do him
wrong. 34 The stranger who lives as a for-
eignerwithyoushall be toyouas thenative-
born among you, and you shall love him as
yourself; for you lived as foreigners in the
land of Egypt. I am the LORD your God.

35 “ ‘You shall do no unrighteousness in
judgment, in measures of length, of weight,
or of quantity. 36 You shall have just bal-
ances, justweights, a just ephah,§ and a just
hin.* I am theLORDyourGod,whobrought
you out of the land of Egypt.

37 “ ‘You shall observe all my statutes and
all my ordinances, and do them. I am the
LORD.’ ”

* 19:12 LORD or GOD in all caps is from theHebrewיהוה Yahweh exceptwhen otherwise noted as being from the short
form יה Yah. † 19:16 literally, “blood” ‡ 19:23 literally, “uncircumcised” § 19:36 1 ephah is about 22 liters or

about 2/3 of a bushel * 19:36 A hin is about 6.5 liters or 1.7 gallons.
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20
1 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

2 “Moreover, you shall tell the children of
Israel, ‘Anyone of the children of Israel, or
of the strangers who live as foreigners in
Israel, who gives any of his offspring* to
Molech shall surely be put to death. The
people of the land shall stone that person
with stones. 3 I also will set my face against
that person, and will cut him off from
among his people, because he has given
of his offspring to Molech, to defile my
sanctuary, and to profane my holy name.
4 If the people of the land all hide their
eyes from that person when he gives of
his offspring to Molech, and don’t put him
to death, 5 then I will set my face against
that man and against his family, and will
cut him off, and all who play the prostitute
afterhimtoplay theprostitutewithMolech,
from among their people.

6 “ ‘The person that turns to those who
aremediums andwizards, to play the pros-
titute after them, I will even set my face
against that person, and will cut him off
from among his people.

7 “ ‘Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be
holy; for I am the LORD your God. 8 You
shall keep my statutes, and do them. I am
the LORDwho sanctifies you.

9 “ ‘For everyonewho curses his father or
his mother shall surely be put to death. He
has cursed his father or his mother. His
blood shall be upon himself.

10 “ ‘Themanwho commits adultery with
another man’s wife, even he who commits
adultery with his neighbor’s wife, the adul-
terer and the adulteress shall surely be put
to death.

11 “ ‘The man who lies with his father’s
wife has uncovered his father’s nakedness.
Both of them shall surely be put to death.
Their blood shall be upon themselves.

12“ ‘If aman lieswithhisdaughter-in-law,
both of them shall surely be put to death.
They have committed a perversion. Their
blood shall be upon themselves.

13 “ ‘If a man lies with a male, as with a
woman, both of them have committed an
abomination. They shall surely be put to
death. Their blood shall be upon them-
selves.

14 “ ‘If a man takes a wife and hermother,
it is wickedness. They shall be burned with
fire, both he and they, that there may be no
wickedness among you.

15 “ ‘If a man lies with an animal, he shall
surely be put to death; and you shall kill the
animal.

16 “ ‘If a woman approaches any animal
and lies with it, you shall kill the woman
and the animal. They shall surely be put to
death. Their blood shall be upon them.

17 “ ‘If a man takes his sister—his father’s
daughter, or his mother’s daughter—and
sees her nakedness, and she sees his naked-
ness, it is a shameful thing. They shall
be cut off in the sight of the children of
their people. He has uncovered his sister’s
nakedness. He shall bear his iniquity.

18 “ ‘If a man lies with a woman hav-
ing her monthly period, and uncovers
her nakedness, he has made her fountain
naked, and she has uncovered the fountain
of her blood. Both of them shall be cut off
from among their people.

19 “ ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness
of your mother’s sister, nor of your father’s
sister, for he has made his close relative
naked. They shall bear their iniquity. 20 If
a man lies with his uncle’s wife, he has un-
covered his uncle’s nakedness. They shall
bear their sin. They shall die childless.

21 “ ‘If a man takes his brother’s wife,
it is an impurity. He has uncovered his
brother’s nakedness. They shall be child-
less.

22 “ ‘You shall therefore keep all my
statutes and all my ordinances, and do
them, that the landwhere I ambringingyou
to dwell may not vomit you out. 23You shall
notwalk in the customs of the nationwhich
I am casting out before you; for they did
all these things, and therefore I abhorred
them. 24 But I have said to you, “You shall
inherit their land, and I will give it to you
to possess it, a land flowing with milk and
honey.” I am the LORD your God, who has
separated you from the peoples.

25 “ ‘You shall therefore make a distinc-
tion between the clean animal and the un-
clean, and between the unclean fowl and
the clean. You shall not make yourselves
abominable by animal, or by bird, or by
anything with which the ground teems,
which Ihaveseparated fromyouasunclean
for you. 26You shall be holy to me, for I, the
LORD, amholy, andhave set you apart from
the peoples, that you should bemine.

27 “ ‘A man or a woman that is a medium
or is a wizard shall surely be put to death.
They shall be stoned with stones. Their
blood shall be upon themselves.’ ”

21
1 The LORD said to Moses, “Speak to the

priests, the sons of Aaron, and say to them,
‘Apriest shall not defilehimself for thedead
among his people, 2 except for his relatives
that are near to him: for his mother, for his

* 20:2 or, seed
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father, for his son, for his daughter, for his
brother, 3 and for his virgin sister who is
near to him, who has had no husband; for
her he may defile himself. 4 He shall not
defile himself, being a chief man among his
people, to profane himself.

5 “ ‘They shall not shave their heads or
shave off the corners of their beards or
make any cuttings in their flesh. 6 They
shall be holy to their God, and not profane
the name of their God, for they offer the
offerings of the LORD made by fire, the
bread of their God. Therefore they shall be
holy.

7 “ ‘They shall not marry a woman who
is a prostitute, or profane. A priest shall
notmarry awomandivorced fromher hus-
band; for he is holy to his God. 8 Therefore
you shall sanctify him, for he offers the
bread of your God. He shall be holy to you,
for I the LORD, who sanctify you, am holy.

9 “ ‘The daughter of any priest, if she pro-
fanes herself by playing the prostitute, she
profanes her father. She shall be burned
with fire.

10 “ ‘He who is the high priest among his
brothers, upon whose head the anointing
oil is poured, andwho is consecrated to put
on the garments, shall not let the hair of his
head hang loose, or tear his clothes. 11He
must not go in to any dead body, or defile
himself for his father or for his mother.
12He shall not go out of the sanctuary, nor
profane the sanctuary of his God; for the
crownof the anointing oil of hisGod is upon
him. I am the LORD.

13 “ ‘He shall take a wife in her virginity.
14 He shall not marry a widow, or one di-
vorced, or a woman who has been defiled,
or a prostitute. He shall take a virgin of
his own people as a wife. 15 He shall not
profane his offspring among his people, for
I am the LORDwho sanctifies him.’ ”

16 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
17 “Say to Aaron, ‘None of your offspring
throughout their generations who has a de-
fect may approach to offer the bread of his
God. 18 For whatever man he is that has a
defect, he shall not draw near: a blindman,
or a lame, or he who has a flat nose, or any
deformity, 19 or a man who has an injured
foot, or an injuredhand, 20orhunchbacked,
or a dwarf, or one who has a defect in his
eye, or an itching disease, or scabs, or who
has damaged testicles. 21Noman of the off-
spring of Aaron the priest who has a defect
shall come near to offer the offerings of the
LORD made by fire. Since he has a defect,
he shall not come near to offer the bread of

his God. 22He shall eat the bread of his God,
both of the most holy, and of the holy. 23He
shall not come near to the veil, nor come
near to the altar, because he has a defect;
that hemaynot profanemy sanctuaries, for
I am the LORDwho sanctifies them.’ ”

24 So Moses spoke to Aaron, and to his
sons, and to all the children of Israel.

22
1The LORD spoke toMoses, saying, 2 “Tell

Aaron and his sons to separate themselves
from the holy things of the children of Is-
rael, which they make holy to me, and that
they not profane my holy name. I am the
LORD.*

3 “Tell them, ‘If anyone of all your off-
spring throughout your generations ap-
proaches theholy thingswhich the children
of Israel make holy to the LORD, having his
uncleanness on him, that soul shall be cut
off from before me. I am the LORD.

4 “ ‘Whoever of the offspring of Aaron is
a leper or has a discharge shall not eat of
the holy things until he is clean. Whoever
touches anything that is unclean by the
dead, or amanwhohas a seminal emission,
5or whoever touches any creeping thing by
which he may be made unclean, or a man
fromwhomhemay become unclean, what-
ever uncleanness he has— 6 the person that
touches any such shall be unclean until the
evening, and shall not eat of the holy things
unless he bathes his body in water. 7When
the sun is down, he shall be clean; and
afterward he shall eat of the holy things,
because it is his bread. 8Heshall not eat that
which dies of itself or is torn by animals,
defiling himself by it. I am the LORD.

9 “ ‘They shall therefore follow my com-
mandment, lest they bear sin for it and die
in it, if they profane it. I am the LORD who
sanctifies them.

10“ ‘Nostranger shall eatof theholy thing:
a foreigner living with the priests, or a
hired servant, shall not eat of theholy thing.
11 But if a priest buys a slave, purchased
by his money, he shall eat of it; and those
who are born in his house shall eat of his
bread. 12 If a priest’s daughter is married
to an outsider, she shall not eat of the heave
offering of theholy things. 13But if a priest’s
daughter is a widow, or divorced, and has
no child, and has returned to her father’s
house as in her youth, she may eat of her
father’s bread; but no stranger shall eat any
of it.

14 “ ‘If a man eats something holy unwit-
tingly, then he shall add the fifth part of its

* 22:2 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short
form יה Yah.
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value to it, and shall give the holy thing to
the priest. 15 The priests shall not profane
the holy things of the children of Israel,
which they offer to the LORD, 16 and so
cause them to bear the iniquity that brings
guilt when they eat their holy things; for I
am the LORDwho sanctifies them.’ ”

17 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
18 “Speak to Aaron, and to his sons, and to
all the children of Israel, and say to them,
‘Whoever is of the house of Israel, or of the
foreigners in Israel, who offers his offering,
whether it is any of their vows or any of
their free will offerings, which they offer
to the LORD for a burnt offering: 19 that
youmay be accepted, you shall offer amale
without defect, of the bulls, of the sheep,
or of the goats. 20 But you shall not offer
whatever has a defect, for it shall not be
acceptable for you. 21 Whoever offers a
sacrifice of peace offerings to the LORD to
accomplish a vow, or for a free will offer-
ing of the herd or of the flock, it shall be
perfect to be accepted. It shall have no
defect. 22You shall not offerwhat is blind, is
injured, is maimed, has a wart, is festering,
orhasa running sore to theLORD,normake
anofferingbyfireof themon thealtar to the
LORD. 23Either a bull or a lamb that has any
deformity or lacking in his parts, that you
may offer for a free will offering; but for a
vow it shall not be accepted. 24Youmust not
offer to the LORD thatwhichhas its testicles
bruised, crushed, broken, or cut. You must
not do this in your land. 25 You must not
offer any of these as the bread of your God
from the hand of a foreigner, because their
corruption is in them. There is a defect in
them. They shall not be accepted for you.’ ”

26 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
27 “When a bull, a sheep, or a goat is born,
it shall remain seven days with its mother.
From the eighth day on it shall be accepted
for the offering of an offering made by fire
to the LORD. 28Whether it is a cow or ewe,
you shall not kill it and its youngboth in one
day.

29 “When you sacrifice a sacrifice of
thanksgiving to the LORD, you shall sacri-
fice it so that youmaybe accepted. 30 It shall
be eaten on the same day; you shall leave
none of it until themorning. I am the LORD.

31 “Therefore you shall keep my com-
mandments, and do them. I am the LORD.
32 You shall not profane my holy name, but
I will be made holy among the children of
Israel. I am the LORD†whomakes you holy,

33who brought you out of the land of Egypt,
to be your God. I am the LORD.”

23
1 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

2 “Speak to the children of Israel, and tell
them, ‘The set feasts of the LORD, which
you shall proclaim to be holy convocations,
even these are my set feasts.

3“ ‘Sixdays shallworkbedone, but on the
seventh day is a Sabbath of solemn rest, a
holy convocation; you shall do no kind of
work. It is a Sabbath to the LORD in all your
dwellings.

4 “ ‘These are the set feasts of the LORD,
even holy convocations, which you shall
proclaim in their appointed season. 5 In
the first month, on the fourteenth day of
the month in the evening, is the LORD’s
Passover. 6On the fifteenth day of the same
month is the feast of unleavened bread to
the LORD. Seven days you shall eat unleav-
ened bread. 7 In the first day you shall have
a holy convocation. You shall do no regular
work. 8But you shall offer an offeringmade
by fire to the LORD seven days. In the
seventh day is a holy convocation. You shall
do no regular work.’ ”

9 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
10 “Speak to the children of Israel, and
tell them, ‘When you have come into the
land which I give to you, and shall reap its
harvest, then you shall bring the sheaf of
the first fruits of your harvest to the priest.
11He shall wave the sheaf before the LORD,
to be accepted for you. On the next day
after the Sabbath the priest shall wave it.
12On the daywhen youwave the sheaf, you
shall offer a male lamb without defect a
year old for a burnt offering to the LORD.
13 The meal offering with it shall be two
tenths of an ephah* of fineflourmixedwith
oil, an offeringmade by fire to the LORD for
a pleasant aroma; and the drink offering
with it shall be of wine, the fourth part of a
hin.† 14 You must not eat bread, or roasted
grain, or fresh grain, until this same day,
until you have brought the offering of your
God. This is a statute forever throughout
your generations in all your dwellings.

15 “ ‘You shall count from the next day
after the Sabbath, from the day that you
brought the sheaf of the wave offering:
seven Sabbaths shall be completed. 16 The
next day after the seventh Sabbath you
shall count fifty days; and you shall offer a
newmeal offering to the LORD. 17You shall
bring out of your habitations two loaves

† 22:32 LORD or GOD in all caps is from theHebrewיהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short
form יה Yah. * 23:13 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel † 23:13 A hin is about 6.5 liters or 1.7
gallons. ‡ 23:17 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel
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of bread for a wave offering made of two
tenths of an ephah‡ of fine flour. They shall
be baked with yeast, for first fruits to the
LORD. 18 You shall present with the bread
seven lambs without defect a year old, one
young bull, and two rams. They shall be a
burnt offering to the LORD, with their meal
offering and their drink offerings, even an
offering made by fire, of a sweet aroma to
the LORD. 19 You shall offer one male goat
for a sin offering, and two male lambs a
year old for a sacrifice of peace offerings.
20Thepriest shallwave themwith thebread
of the first fruits for a wave offering before
the LORD, with the two lambs. They shall
be holy to the LORD for the priest. 21 You
shall make proclamation on the same day
that there shall be a holy convocation to
you. You shall do no regular work. This
is a statute forever in all your dwellings
throughout your generations.

22 “ ‘When you reap the harvest of your
land, youmust notwholly reap into the cor-
ners of your field. You must not gather the
gleanings of your harvest. You must leave
them for the poor and for the foreigner. I
am the LORD your God.’ ”

23 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
24 “Speak to the children of Israel, saying,
‘In the seventh month, on the first day of
the month, there shall be a solemn rest for
you, a memorial of blowing of trumpets, a
holy convocation. 25You shall do no regular
work. You shall offer an offering made by
fire to the LORD.’ ”

26 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
27“Howeveron the tenthdayof this seventh
month is the day of atonement. It shall be
a holy convocation to you. You shall afflict
yourselves and you shall offer an offering
made by fire to the LORD. 28 You shall do
no kind of work in that same day, for it is
a day of atonement, to make atonement for
you before the LORD your God. 29 For who-
ever it is who shall not deny himself in that
same day shall be cut off from his people.
30 Whoever does any kind of work in that
same day, I will destroy that person from
among his people. 31 You shall do no kind
of work: it is a statute forever throughout
your generations in all your dwellings. 32 It
shall be a Sabbath of solemn rest for you,
and you shall deny yourselves. In the ninth
day of the month at evening, from evening
to evening, you shall keep your Sabbath.”

33 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
34 “Speak to the children of Israel, and say,
‘On the fifteenth day of this seventh month
is the feast of booths§ for seven days to the

LORD. 35 On the first day shall be a holy
convocation. You shall do no regular work.
36 Seven days you shall offer an offering
made by fire to the LORD. On the eighth
day shall be a holy convocation to you. You
shall offer an offering made by fire to the
LORD. It is a solemn assembly; you shall do
no regular work.

37 “ ‘These are the appointed feasts of the
LORD which you shall proclaim to be holy
convocations, to offer an offering made by
fire to the LORD, a burnt offering, a meal
offering, a sacrifice, and drink offerings,
each on its own day— 38 in addition to the
Sabbaths of the LORD, and in addition to
your gifts, and in addition to all your vows,
and in addition to all your free will offer-
ings, which you give to the LORD.

39 “ ‘So on the fifteenth day of the sev-
enthmonth,when youhave gathered in the
fruits of the land, you shall keep the feast of
the LORD seven days. On the first day shall
be a solemnrest, andon the eighthday shall
be a solemn rest. 40 You shall take on the
first day the fruit ofmajestic trees, branches
of palm trees, and boughs of thick trees,
and willows of the brook; and you shall
rejoice before the LORD your God seven
days. 41 You shall keep it as a feast to the
LORD seven days in the year. It is a statute
forever throughout your generations. You
shall keep it in the seventh month. 42 You
shall dwell in temporary shelters* for seven
days. All who are native-born in Israel
shall dwell in temporary shelters,† 43 that
your generations may know that I made
the children of Israel to dwell in temporary
shelters‡ when I brought them out of the
land of Egypt. I am the LORD your God.’ ”

44 So Moses declared to the children of
Israel the appointed feasts of the LORD.

24
1 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

2“Command the childrenof Israel, that they
bring to you pure olive oil beaten for the
light, to cause a lamp to burn continually.
3Outside of the veil of the Testimony, in the
Tent ofMeeting, Aaron shall keep it in order
from evening to morning before the LORD
continually. It shall be a statute forever
throughout your generations. 4 He shall
keep in order the lamps on the pure gold
lamp stand before the LORD continually.

5 “You shall take fine flour, and bake
twelve cakes of it: two tenths of an ephah*
shall be in one cake. 6 You shall set them
in two rows, six on a row, on the pure gold
table before the LORD. 7 You shall put pure

§ 23:34 or, feast of tents, or Succoth * 23:42 or, booths † 23:42 or, booths ‡ 23:43 or, booths * 24:5 1
ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel
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frankincense on each row, that it may be to
the bread for a memorial, even an offering
made by fire to the LORD. 8 Every Sabbath
day he shall set it in order before the LORD
continually. It is an everlasting covenant on
the behalf of the children of Israel. 9 It shall
be for Aaron and his sons. They shall eat it
in a holy place; for it is most holy to him of
the offerings of the LORDmade by fire by a
perpetual statute.”

10 The son of an Israelite woman, whose
father was an Egyptian, went out among
the children of Israel; and the son of the
Israelite woman and a man of Israel strove
together in the camp. 11 The son of the Is-
raelite woman blasphemed the Name, and
cursed; and they brought him toMoses. His
mother’s name was Shelomith, the daugh-
ter of Dibri, of the tribe of Dan. 12 They put
him in custody until the LORD’s will should
be declared to them. 13 The LORD spoke
to Moses, saying, 14 “Bring him who cursed
out of the camp; and let all who heard him
lay their hands on his head, and let all the
congregation stone him. 15 You shall speak
to the children of Israel, saying, ‘Whoever
curses his God shall bear his sin. 16 He
who blasphemes the LORD’s name, he shall
surely be put to death. All the congregation
shall certainly stone him. The foreigner as
well as the native-born shall be put to death
when he blasphemes the Name.

17 “ ‘He who strikes any man mortally
shall surely be put to death. 18 He who
strikes an animal mortally shall make it
good, life for life. 19 If anyone injures his
neighbor, it shall be done to him as he has
done: 20 fracture for fracture, eye for eye,
tooth for tooth. It shall be done to him as
he has injured someone. 21He who kills an
animal shall make it good; and he who kills
a man shall be put to death. 22 You shall
have one kind of law for the foreigner as
well as the native-born; for I am the LORD
your God.’ ”

23 Moses spoke to the children of Israel;
and they brought him who had cursed out
of the camp, and stoned him with stones.
The children of Israel did as the LORD com-
mandedMoses.

25
1The LORD said toMoses onMount Sinai,

2 “Speak to the children of Israel, and tell
them, ‘Whenyoucome into the landwhich I
give you, then the land shall keep a Sabbath
to the LORD. 3 You shall sow your field six
years, and you shall prune your vineyard
six years, and gather in its fruits; 4 but in
the seventh year there shall be a Sabbath
of solemn rest for the land, a Sabbath to
the LORD. You shall not sow your field or

prune your vineyard. 5 What grows of
itself in your harvest you shall not reap,
and you shall not gather the grapes of your
undressed vine. It shall be a year of solemn
rest for the land. 6 The Sabbath of the land
shall be for food for you; for yourself, for
your servant, for your maid, for your hired
servant, and for your stranger, who lives as
a foreigner with you. 7 For your livestock
also, and for the animals that are in your
land, shall all its increase be for food.

8 “ ‘You shall count off seven Sabbaths of
years, seven times seven years; and there
shall be to you the days of seven Sabbaths
of years, even forty-nine years. 9 Then you
shall sound the loud trumpet on the tenth
day of the seventh month. On the Day
of Atonement you shall sound the trumpet
throughout all your land. 10You shall make
the fiftieth year holy, and proclaim liberty
throughout the land to all its inhabitants. It
shall be a jubilee to you; and each of you
shall return to his own property, and each
of you shall return to his family. 11 That
fiftieth year shall be a jubilee to you. In it
you shall not sow, neither reap that which
grows of itself, nor gather from the un-
dressed vines. 12 For it is a jubilee; it shall
be holy to you. You shall eat of its increase
out of the field.

13 “ ‘In this Year of Jubilee each of you
shall return to his property.

14 “ ‘If you sell anything to your neighbor,
or buy from your neighbor, you shall not
wrong one another. 15 According to the
number of years after the Jubilee you shall
buy from your neighbor. According to the
number of years of the crops he shall sell to
you. 16According to the length of the years
you shall increase its price, and according
to the shortness of the years you shall di-
minish its price; forhe is selling thenumber
of the crops to you. 17 You shall not wrong
one another, but you shall fear your God;
for I am the LORD your God.

18 “ ‘Therefore you shall do my statutes,
and keep my ordinances and do them; and
you shall dwell in the land in safety. 19 The
land shall yield its fruit, and you shall eat
your fill, and dwell therein in safety. 20 If
you said, “What shall we eat the seventh
year? Behold, we shall not sow, nor gather
in our increase;” 21 then Iwill commandmy
blessing on you in the sixth year, and it shall
bear fruit for the three years. 22 You shall
sow the eighth year, and eat of the fruits
from the old store until the ninth year. Until
its fruits come in, you shall eat the old store.

23 “ ‘The land shall not be sold in per-
petuity, for the land is mine; for you are
strangers and live as foreigners with me.
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24 Inall the landofyourpossessionyoushall
grant a redemption for the land.

25 “ ‘If your brother becomes poor, and
sells some of his possessions, then his kins-
man who is next to him shall come, and
redeem that which his brother has sold.
26 If a man has no one to redeem it, and
he becomes prosperous and finds sufficient
means to redeem it, 27 then let him reckon
the years since its sale, and restore the sur-
plus to the man to whom he sold it; and he
shall return to his property. 28But if he isn’t
able to get it back for himself, then what
he has sold shall remain in the hand of him
who has bought it until the Year of Jubilee.
In the Jubilee it shall be released, and he
shall return to his property.

29 “ ‘If a man sells a dwelling house in a
walled city, then he may redeem it within a
whole year after it has been sold. For a full
year he shall have the right of redemption.
30 If it isn’t redeemed within the space of a
full year, then thehouse that is in thewalled
city shall bemade sure in perpetuity to him
who bought it, throughout his generations.
It shall not be released in the Jubilee. 31But
the houses of the villages which have no
wall around them shall be accounted for
with the fields of the country: they may be
redeemed, and they shall be released in the
Jubilee.

32 “ ‘Nevertheless, in the cities of the
Levites, the Levitesmay redeem the houses
in the cities of their possession at any time.
33 The Levites may redeem the house that
was sold, and the city of his possession,
and it shall be released in the Jubilee; for
the houses of the cities of the Levites are
their possession among the children of Is-
rael. 34 But the field of the pasture lands of
their cities may not be sold, for it is their
perpetual possession.

35 “ ‘If your brother has become poor, and
his hand can’t support himself among you,
then you shall uphold him. He shall live
with you like an alien and a temporary resi-
dent. 36Take no interest from him or profit;
but fear your God, that your brother may
live among you. 37 You shall not lend him
your money at interest, nor give him your
food for profit. 38 I am the LORD your God,
who brought you out of the land of Egypt, to
give you the land of Canaan, and to be your
God.

39 “ ‘If your brother has grown poor
among you, and sells himself to you, you
shall not make him to serve as a slave. 40As
a hired servant, and as a temporary resi-
dent, he shall be with you; he shall serve
with you until the Year of Jubilee. 41 Then
he shall go out from you, he and his chil-
dren with him, and shall return to his own

family, and to the possession of his fathers.
42For theyaremyservants,whomIbrought
out of the land of Egypt. They shall not be
sold as slaves. 43You shall not rule over him
with harshness, but shall fear your God.

44 “ ‘As for your male and your female
slaves, whom you may have from the
nations that are around you, from them
you may buy male and female slaves.
45 Moreover, of the children of the aliens
who live among you, of them you may buy,
and of their families who are with you,
which they have conceived in your land;
and they will be your property. 46 You
may make them an inheritance for your
children after you, to hold for a possession.
Of them you may take your slaves forever,
butoveryourbrothers thechildrenof Israel
you shall not rule, one over another, with
harshness.

47“ ‘If analienor temporaryresidentwith
you becomes rich, and your brother beside
him has grown poor, and sells himself to
the stranger or foreigner living among you,
or to a member of the stranger’s family,
48after he is sold hemay be redeemed. One
of his brothers may redeem him; 49 or his
uncle, or his uncle’s son, may redeem him,
or any who is a close relative to him of his
familymay redeem him; or if he has grown
rich, he may redeem himself. 50 He shall
reckon with him who bought him from the
year that he sold himself to him to the Year
of Jubilee. The price of his sale shall be
according to the number of years; he shall
bewith himaccording to the time of a hired
servant. 51 If there are yet many years, ac-
cording to themhe shall give back the price
of his redemption out of the money that he
was bought for. 52 If there remain but a few
years to the year of jubilee, then he shall
reckon with him; according to his years of
service he shall give back the price of his
redemption. 53 As a servant hired year by
year shall he be with him. He shall not rule
with harshness over him in your sight. 54 If
he isn’t redeemed by these means, then he
shall be released in the Year of Jubilee: he
and his children with him. 55 For to me the
children of Israel are servants; they are my
servants whom I brought out of the land of
Egypt. I am the LORD your God.

26
1“ ‘Youshallmake foryourselvesno idols,

andyou shall not raise upa carved image or
a pillar, and you shall not place any figured
stone in your land, to bow down to it; for I
am the LORD your God.

2 “ ‘You shall keepmy Sabbaths, and have
reverence formy sanctuary. I am theLORD.
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3 “ ‘If you walk in my statutes and keep
my commandments, and do them, 4 then
I will give you your rains in their season,
and the land shall yield its increase, and
the trees of the field shall yield their fruit.
5 Your threshing shall continue until the
vintage, and thevintage shall continueuntil
the sowing time. You shall eat your bread to
the full, and dwell in your land safely.

6 “ ‘I will give peace in the land, and you
shall lie down, and no one will make you
afraid. I will remove evil animals out of
the land, neither shall the sword go through
your land. 7 You shall chase your enemies,
and they shall fall before you by the sword.
8 Five of you shall chase a hundred, and a
hundred of you shall chase ten thousand;
and your enemies shall fall before you by
the sword.

9 “ ‘I will have respect for you, make you
fruitful, multiply you, andwill establishmy
covenant with you. 10 You shall eat old
supplies long kept, and you shall move out
the old because of the new. 11 I will set my
tent among you, and my soul won’t abhor
you. 12 I will walk among you, and will be
yourGod, andyouwill bemypeople. 13 I am
the LORD your God, who brought you out
of the land of Egypt, that you should not be
their slaves. I have broken the bars of your
yoke, andmade you walk upright.

14 “ ‘But if you will not listen to me, and
will not do all these commandments, 15and
if you shall reject my statutes, and if your
soul abhorsmy ordinances, so that youwill
notdoallmycommandments, butbreakmy
covenant, 16 I also will do this to you: I will
appoint terror over you, even consumption
and fever, that shall consume the eyes, and
make the soul to pine away. You will sow
your seed in vain, for your enemies will eat
it. 17 I will set my face against you, and you
will be struck before your enemies. Those
who hate you will rule over you; and you
will flee when no one pursues you.

18 “ ‘If you in spite of these things will not
listen to me, then I will chastise you seven
times more for your sins. 19 I will break
the pride of your power, and I will make
your sky like iron, and your soil like bronze.
20 Your strength will be spent in vain; for
your land won’t yield its increase, neither
will the trees of the land yield their fruit.

21 “ ‘If youwalk contrary tome, andwon’t
listen to me, then I will bring seven times
moreplagues onyouaccording to your sins.
22 I will send the wild animals among you,
whichwill robyouof your children, destroy
your livestock, and make you few in num-
ber. Your roads will become desolate.

23 “ ‘If by these things youwon’t be turned
back to me, but will walk contrary to me,

24 then Iwill alsowalk contrary to you; and I
will strike you, even I, seven times for your
sins. 25 I will bring a sword upon you that
will execute the vengeance of the covenant.
You will be gathered together within your
cities, and I will send the pestilence among
you. You will be delivered into the hand of
the enemy. 26 When I break your staff of
bread, ten women shall bake your bread in
one oven, and they shall deliver your bread
again by weight. You shall eat, and not be
satisfied.

27 “ ‘If you in spite of this won’t listen
to me, but walk contrary to me, 28 then I
will walk contrary to you in wrath. I will
also chastise you seven times for your sins.
29 You will eat the flesh of your sons, and
you will eat the flesh of your daughters. 30 I
will destroy your high places, and cut down
your incensealtars, andcast yourdeadbod-
ies upon the bodies of your idols; and my
soul will abhor you. 31 I will lay your cities
waste, and will bring your sanctuaries to
desolation. I will not take delight in the
sweet fragrance of your offerings. 32 I will
bring the land into desolation, and your
enemies who dwell in it will be astonished
at it. 33 I will scatter you among the nations,
and I will draw out the sword after you.
Your land will be a desolation, and your
cities shall be a waste. 34 Then the land
will enjoy its Sabbaths as long as it lies
desolate and you are in your enemies’ land.
Even then the land will rest and enjoy its
Sabbaths. 35As longas it liesdesolate it shall
have rest, even the rest which it didn’t have
in your Sabbaths when you lived on it.

36 “ ‘As for those of you who are left, I
will send a faintness into their hearts in
the lands of their enemies. The sound of a
driven leaf will put them to flight; and they
shall flee, as one flees from the sword. They
will fall when no one pursues. 37 They will
stumble over one another, as it were before
the sword, when no one pursues. You will
have no power to stand before your ene-
mies. 38You will perish among the nations.
The land of your enemies will eat you up.
39 Those of you who are left will pine away
in their iniquity in your enemies’ lands; and
also in the iniquities of their fathers they
shall pine away with them.

40 “ ‘If they confess their iniquity and
the iniquity of their fathers, in their tres-
passwhich they trespassed againstme; and
also that because they walked contrary to
me, 41 I also walked contrary to them, and
brought them into the land of their ene-
mies; if then their uncircumcised heart is
humbled, and they then accept the punish-
ment of their iniquity, 42 then I will remem-
ber my covenant with Jacob, my covenant
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with Isaac, andalsomycovenantwithAbra-
ham; and I will remember the land. 43 The
land alsowill be left by them, andwill enjoy
its Sabbaths while it lies desolate without
them; and they will accept the punishment
of their iniquity because they rejected my
ordinances, and their soul abhorred my
statutes. 44 Yet for all that, when they are
in the land of their enemies, I will not reject
them, neither will I abhor them, to destroy
themutterlyand tobreakmycovenantwith
them; for I am the LORD their God. 45But I
will for their sake remember the covenant
of their ancestors, whom I brought out of
the land of Egypt in the sight of the nations,
that I might be their God. I am the LORD.’ ”

46These are the statutes, ordinances, and
laws, which the LORD made between him
and the children of Israel inMount Sinai by
Moses.

27
1 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

2 “Speak to the children of Israel, and say
to them, ‘When aman consecrates a person
to the LORD in a vow, according to your
valuation, 3 your valuation of a male from
twenty years old to sixty years old shall
be fifty shekels of silver, according to the
shekel* of the sanctuary. 4 If she is a female,
then your valuation shall be thirty shekels.
5 If the person is from five years old to
twenty years old, then your valuation shall
be for a male twenty shekels, and for a
female ten shekels. 6 If the person is from
a month old to five years old, then your
valuation shall be for a male five shekels of
silver, and for a female your valuation shall
be three shekels of silver. 7 If the person is
from sixty years old and upward; if he is a
male, then your valuation shall be fifteen
shekels, and for a female ten shekels. 8 But
if he is poorer than your valuation, then he
shall be set before the priest, and the priest
shall assign a value to him. The priest shall
assign a value according to his ability to
pay.

9 “ ‘If it is an animal ofwhichmenoffer an
offering to the LORD, all that anyman gives
of such to the LORD becomes holy. 10 He
shall not alter it, nor exchange it, a good for
a bad, or a bad for a good. If he shall at
all exchange animal for animal, then both
it and that for which it is exchanged shall
be holy. 11 If it is any unclean animal, of
which they do not offer as an offering to the
LORD, then he shall set the animal before
the priest; 12 and the priest shall evaluate

it, whether it is good or bad. As the priest
evaluates it, so it shall be. 13 But if he will
indeed redeem it, then he shall add the fifth
part of it to its valuation.

14 “ ‘When a man dedicates his house to
be holy to the LORD, then the priest shall
evaluate it, whether it is good or bad. As
the priest evaluates it, so it shall stand. 15 If
he who dedicates it will redeem his house,
thenhe shall add the fifth part of themoney
of your valuation to it, and it shall be his.

16“ ‘If amandedicates to theLORDpart of
the field of his possession, then your valua-
tion shall be according to the seed for it. The
sowingofahomer†ofbarley shall bevalued
at fifty shekels‡ of silver. 17 If he dedicates
his field from the Year of Jubilee, according
to your valuation it shall stand. 18 But if
he dedicates his field after the Jubilee, then
the priest shall reckon to him the money
according to the years that remain to the
Year of Jubilee; and an abatement shall be
made from your valuation. 19 If he who
dedicated the field will indeed redeem it,
then he shall add the fifth part of themoney
of your valuation to it, and it shall remain
his. 20 If he will not redeem the field, or if
he has sold the field to anotherman, it shall
not be redeemed any more; 21but the field,
when it goes out in the Jubilee, shall be holy
to the LORD, as a devoted field. It shall be
owned by the priests.

22 “ ‘If he dedicates a field to the LORD
which he has bought, which is not of the
field of his possession, 23 then the priest
shall reckon to him the worth of your val-
uation up to the Year of Jubilee; and he
shall give your valuation on that day, as a
holy thing to the LORD. 24 In the Year of
Jubilee the field shall return to him from
whom it was bought, even to him to whom
the possession of the land belongs. 25 All
your valuations shall be according to the
shekel of the sanctuary: twenty gerahs§ to
the shekel.*

26 “ ‘However the firstborn among ani-
mals, which belongs to the LORD as a first-
born, no man may dedicate, whether an
ox or a sheep. It is the LORD’s. 27 If it
is an unclean animal, then he shall buy it
back according to your valuation, and shall
add to it the fifth part of it; or if it isn’t
redeemed, then it shall be sold according to
your valuation.

28 “ ‘Notwithstanding, no devoted thing
that a man devotes to the LORD of all that
he has, whether of man or animal, or of
the field of his possession, shall be sold or

* 27:3 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. † 27:16 1 homer is about 220 liters or 6 bushels ‡ 27:16

A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. § 27:25 A gerah is about 0.5 grams or about 7.7 grains. * 27:25
A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces.
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redeemed. Everything that is permanently
devoted is most holy to the LORD.

29 “ ‘No one devoted to destruction, who
shall be devoted from among men, shall be
ransomed. He shall surely be put to death.

30 “ ‘All the tithe of the land, whether of
the seed of the land or of the fruit of the
trees, is the LORD’s. It is holy to the LORD.
31 If aman redeems anything of his tithe, he
shall add a fifth part to it. 32 All the tithe
of the herds or the flocks, whatever passes
under the rod, the tenth shall be holy to the
LORD. 33He shall not examine whether it is
good or bad, neither shall he exchange it. If
he exchanges it at all, then both it and that
for which it is exchanged shall be holy. It
shall not be redeemed.’ ”

34 These are the commandments which
the LORD commanded Moses for the chil-
dren of Israel onMount Sinai.
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The Fourth Book ofMoses,
Commonly Called
Numbers

1TheLORD* spoke toMoses in thewilder-
ness of Sinai, in the Tent of Meeting, on the
first day of the secondmonth, in the second
year after they had come out of the land of
Egypt, saying, 2“Take a census of all the con-
gregation of the children of Israel, by their
families, by their fathers’houses, according
to the number of the names, every male,
one by one, 3 from twenty years old and
upward, all who are able to go out to war
in Israel. You and Aaron shall count them
by their divisions. 4With you there shall be
a man of every tribe, each one head of his
fathers’ house. 5These are the names of the
menwho shall stand with you:
Of Reuben: Elizur the son of Shedeur.
6 Of Simeon: Shelumiel the son of Zur-

ishaddai.
7 Of Judah: Nahshon the son of Ammi-

nadab.
8Of Issachar: Nethanel the son of Zuar.
9Of Zebulun: Eliab the son of Helon.
10Of the children of Joseph: of Ephraim:

Elishama the son of Ammihud; of Man-
asseh: Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur.

11 Of Benjamin: Abidan the son of
Gideoni.

12Of Dan: Ahiezer the son of Ammishad-
dai.

13Of Asher: Pagiel the son of Ochran.
14Of Gad: Eliasaph the son of Deuel.
15Of Naphtali: Ahira the son of Enan.”
16These are those who were called of the

congregation, the princes† of the tribes of
their fathers; they were the heads of the
thousands of Israel. 17 Moses and Aaron
took these men who are mentioned by
name. 18 They assembled all the congrega-
tion together on the first day of the second
month; and they declared their ancestry
by their families, by their fathers’ houses,
according to thenumberof thenames, from
twenty years old and upward, one by one.
19 As the LORD commanded Moses, so he
counted them in the wilderness of Sinai.

20 The children of Reuben, Israel’s first-
born, their generations, by their families,
by their fathers’ houses, according to the
number of the names, one by one, every
male from twenty years old and upward,
all who were able to go out to war: 21 those
who were counted of them, of the tribe of

Reuben, were forty-six thousand five hun-
dred.

22 Of the children of Simeon, their gen-
erations, by their families, by their fathers’
houses, those who were counted of it, ac-
cording to the number of the names, one by
one, every male from twenty years old and
upward, all whowere able to go out to war:
23 those who were counted of them, of the
tribe of Simeon, were fifty-nine thousand
three hundred.

24 Of the children of Gad, their gener-
ations, by their families, by their fathers’
houses, according to the number of the
names, from twenty years old and upward,
all who were able to go out to war: 25 those
who were counted of them, of the tribe of
Gad, were forty-five thousand six hundred
fifty.

26 Of the children of Judah, their gener-
ations, by their families, by their fathers’
houses, according to the number of the
names, from twenty years old and upward,
all who were able to go out to war: 27 those
who were counted of them, of the tribe
of Judah, were seventy-four thousand six
hundred.

28 Of the children of Issachar, their gen-
erations, by their families, by their fathers’
houses, according to the number of the
names, from twenty years old and upward,
all who were able to go out to war: 29 those
who were counted of them, of the tribe
of Issachar, were fifty-four thousand four
hundred.

30 Of the children of Zebulun, their gen-
erations, by their families, by their fathers’
houses, according to the number of the
names, from twenty years old and upward,
all who were able to go out to war: 31 those
who were counted of them, of the tribe
of Zebulun, were fifty-seven thousand four
hundred.

32 Of the children of Joseph: of the chil-
dren of Ephraim, their generations, by their
families, by their fathers’houses, according
to the number of the names, from twenty
years old and upward, all who were able to
go out to war: 33 those who were counted
of them, of the tribe of Ephraim, were forty
thousand five hundred.

34Of the children of Manasseh, their gen-
erations, by their families, by their fathers’
houses, according to the number of the
names, from twenty years old and upward,
all who were able to go out to war: 35 those
who were counted of them, of the tribe of
Manasseh, were thirty-two thousand two
hundred.

* 1:1 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”,
usually pronounced Yahweh). † 1:16 or, chiefs, or, leaders
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36Of the children of Benjamin, their gen-
erations, by their families, by their fathers’
houses, according to the number of the
names, from twenty years old and upward,
all who were able to go out to war: 37 those
who were counted of them, of the tribe of
Benjamin, were thirty-five thousand four
hundred.

38 Of the children of Dan, their gener-
ations, by their families, by their fathers’
houses, according to the number of the
names, from twenty years old and upward,
all who were able to go out to war: 39 those
who were counted of them, of the tribe of
Dan, were sixty-two thousand seven hun-
dred.

40 Of the children of Asher, their gener-
ations, by their families, by their fathers’
houses, according to the number of the
names, from twenty years old and upward,
all who were able to go out to war: 41 those
who were counted of them, of the tribe of
Asher, were forty-one thousand five hun-
dred.

42 Of the children of Naphtali, their gen-
erations, by their families, by their fathers’
houses, according to the number of the
names, from twenty years old and upward,
all who were able to go out to war: 43 those
who were counted of them, of the tribe
of Naphtali, were fifty-three thousand four
hundred.

44 These are those who were counted,
whom Moses and Aaron counted, and the
twelve men who were princes of Israel,
each one for his fathers’ house. 45 So all
those who were counted of the children of
Israel by their fathers’ houses, from twenty
years old and upward, all who were able
to go out to war in Israel— 46 all those who
were countedwere six hundred three thou-
sand five hundred fifty. 47 But the Levites
after the tribe of their fathers were not
counted among them. 48 For the LORD
spoke to Moses, saying, 49 “Only the tribe of
Levi you shall not count, neither shall you
take a census of them among the children
of Israel; 50but appoint the Levites over the
Tabernacle of the Testimony, and over all
its furnishings, and over all that belongs to
it. They shall carry the tabernacle and all
its furnishings; and they shall take care of
it, and shall encamp around it. 51 When
the tabernacle is to move, the Levites shall
take it down; and when the tabernacle is to
be set up, the Levites shall set it up. The
stranger who comes near shall be put to
death. 52 The children of Israel shall pitch
their tents, everymanbyhisowncamp, and
every man by his own standard, according
to their divisions. 53 But the Levites shall

encamp around the Tabernacle of the Tes-
timony, that there may be no wrath on the
congregation of the children of Israel. The
Levites shall be responsible for the Taber-
nacle of the Testimony.”

54Thus the children of Israel did. Accord-
ing to all that the LORD commandedMoses,
so they did.

2
1The LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron,

saying, 2 “The children of Israel shall en-
camp everyman by his own standard, with
the banners of their fathers’ houses. They
shall encamp around the Tent ofMeeting at
a distance from it.

3 “Those who encamp on the east side
toward the sunrise shall be of the standard
of the camp of Judah, according to their di-
visions. The prince of the children of Judah
shall be Nahshon the son of Amminadab.
4His division, and those who were counted
of them, were seventy-four thousand six
hundred.

5 “Those who encamp next to him shall
be the tribe of Issachar. The prince of the
children of Issachar shall be Nethanel the
son of Zuar. 6 His division, and those who
were countedof it, werefifty-four thousand
four hundred.

7 “The tribe of Zebulun: the prince of the
children of Zebulun shall be Eliab the sonof
Helon. 8His division, and those who were
counted of it, were fifty-seven thousand
four hundred.

9“Allwhowere countedof the campof Ju-
dah were one hundred eighty-six thousand
four hundred, according to their divisions.
They shall set out first.

10“On the south side shall be the standard
of the camp of Reuben according to their
divisions. The prince of the children of
Reuben shall be Elizur the son of Shedeur.
11Hisdivision, and thosewhowere counted
of it, were forty-six thousand five hundred.

12 “Those who encamp next to him shall
be the tribe of Simeon. The prince of the
children of Simeon shall be Shelumiel the
son of Zurishaddai. 13 His division, and
thosewhowere countedof them,werefifty-
nine thousand three hundred.

14 “The tribe of Gad: the prince of the
children of Gad shall be Eliasaph the son of
Reuel. 15His division, and those who were
counted of them, were forty-five thousand
six hundred fifty.

16 “All who were counted of the camp of
Reuben were one hundred fifty-one thou-
sand four hundred fifty, according to their
armies. They shall set out second.

17 “Then the Tent of Meeting shall set out,
with the camp of the Levites in the middle
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of the camps. As they encamp, so shall they
set out, every man in his place, by their
standards.

18 “On the west side shall be the standard
of the camp of Ephraim according to their
divisions. The prince of the children of
Ephraim shall be Elishama the son of Am-
mihud. 19His division, and those who were
counted of them, were forty thousand five
hundred.

20 “Next to him shall be the tribe of Man-
asseh. The prince of the children of Man-
asseh shall beGamaliel the sonof Pedahzur.
21Hisdivision, and thosewhowere counted
of them,were thirty-two thousand twohun-
dred.

22 “The tribe of Benjamin: the prince of
the children of Benjamin shall be Abidan
the son of Gideoni. 23His army, and those
whowere counted of them,were thirty-five
thousand four hundred.

24 “All who were counted of the camp of
Ephraimwere one hundred eight thousand
one hundred, according to their divisions.
They shall set out third.

25“On thenorth side shall be the standard
of the camp of Dan according to their di-
visions. The prince of the children of Dan
shall be Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai.
26Hisdivision, and thosewhowere counted
of them, were sixty-two thousand seven
hundred.

27 “Those who encamp next to him shall
be the tribe of Asher. The prince of the
children of Asher shall be Pagiel the son of
Ochran. 28Hisdivision, and thosewhowere
counted of them, were forty-one thousand
five hundred.

29 “The tribe of Naphtali: the prince of the
children of Naphtali shall be Ahira the son
ofEnan. 30Hisdivision, and thosewhowere
counted of them, were fifty-three thousand
four hundred.

31 “All who were counted of the camp
of Dan were one hundred fifty-seven thou-
sand six hundred. They shall set out last by
their standards.”

32 These are those who were counted
of the children of Israel by their fathers’
houses. All whowere counted of the camps
according to their armieswere six hundred
three thousand five hundred fifty. 33 But
the Levites were not counted among the
children of Israel, as the LORD commanded
Moses.

34Thus the children of Israel did. Accord-
ing to all that the LORD commandedMoses,
so they encamped by their standards, and
so they set out, everyone by their families,
according to their fathers’ houses.

3
1 Now this is the history of the genera-

tions of Aaron and Moses in the day that
the LORD spokewithMoses inMount Sinai.
2These are the names of the sons of Aaron:
Nadab the firstborn, and Abihu, Eleazar,
and Ithamar.

3 These are the names of the sons of
Aaron, the priests who were anointed,
whom he consecrated to minister in the
priest’s office. 4 Nadab and Abihu died
before the LORDwhen they offered strange
fire before the LORD in the wilderness of
Sinai, and they had no children. Eleazar
and Ithamar ministered in the priest’s of-
fice in the presence of Aaron their father.

5 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
6 “Bring the tribe of Levi near, and set
them before Aaron the priest, that they
may minister to him. 7 They shall keep
his requirements, and the requirements of
the whole congregation before the Tent of
Meeting, to do the service of the tabernacle.
8 They shall keep all the furnishings of the
Tent of Meeting, and the obligations of the
children of Israel, to do the service of the
tabernacle. 9 You shall give the Levites to
Aaron and to his sons. They are wholly
given to him on the behalf of the children
of Israel. 10You shall appoint Aaron and his
sons, and they shall keep their priesthood,
but the stranger who comes near shall be
put to death.”

11 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
12 “Behold,* I have taken the Levites from
among the children of Israel instead of all
the firstborn who open the womb among
the children of Israel; and the Levites shall
bemine, 13 for all thefirstborn aremine. On
the day that I struck down all the firstborn
in the landof Egypt Imadeholy tomeall the
firstborn in Israel, both man and animal.
They shall be mine. I am the LORD.”

14The LORD spoke toMoses in thewilder-
ness of Sinai, saying, 15 “Count the children
of Levi by their fathers’ houses, by their
families. You shall count every male from
amonth old and upward.”

16 Moses counted them according to the
LORD’s word, as he was commanded.

17 These were the sons of Levi by their
names: Gershon, Kohath, andMerari.

18These are the names of the sons of Ger-
shon by their families: Libni and Shimei.

19 The sons of Kohath by their families:
Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel.

20 The sons of Merari by their families:
Mahli andMushi.

* 3:12 “Behold”, from “”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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These are the families of the Levites ac-
cording to their fathers’ houses.

21 Of Gershon was the family of the Lib-
nites, and the familyof theShimeites. These
are the families of the Gershonites.

22 Those who were counted of them, ac-
cording to the number of all themales from
a month old and upward, even those who
were counted of themwere seven thousand
five hundred.

23 The families of the Gershonites shall
encamp behind the tabernacle westward.

24 Eliasaph the son of Lael shall be the
prince of the fathers’ house of the Gershon-
ites. 25Thedutyof the sonsofGershon in the
Tent of Meeting shall be the tabernacle, the
tent, its covering, the screen for the door of
the Tent of Meeting, 26 the hangings of the
court, the screen for the door of the court
which is by the tabernacle and around the
altar, and its cords for all of its service.

27 Of Kohath was the family of the Am-
ramites, the family of the Izharites, the fam-
ily of the Hebronites, and the family of the
Uzzielites. These are the families of the
Kohathites. 28 According to the number of
all the males from a month old and up-
ward, there were eight thousand six hun-
dred keeping the requirements of the sanc-
tuary.

29The families of the sons of Kohath shall
encamp on the south side of the taberna-
cle. 30 The prince of the fathers’ house
of the families of the Kohathites shall be
Elizaphan the son of Uzziel. 31 Their duty
shall be the ark, the table, the lamp stand,
the altars, the vessels of the sanctuary with
which they minister, the screen, and all its
service. 32 Eleazar the son of Aaron the
priest shall be prince of the princes of the
Levites, with the oversight of those who
keep the requirements of the sanctuary.

33 Of Merari was the family of the
Mahlites and the family of the Mushites.
These are the families of Merari. 34 Those
who were counted of them, according to
the number of all the males from a month
old and upward, were six thousand two
hundred.†

35 The prince of the fathers’ house of the
families ofMerariwas Zuriel the son of Abi-
hail. They shall encamp on the north side
of the tabernacle. 36 The appointed duty of
the sons of Merari shall be the tabernacle’s
boards, its bars, its pillars, its sockets, all its
instruments, all its service, 37 the pillars of

the court around it, their sockets, their pins,
and their cords.

38Thosewho encamp before the taberna-
cle eastward, in front of the Tent ofMeeting
toward the sunrise, shall be Moses, with
Aaron and his sons, keeping the require-
ments of the sanctuary for the duty of the
children of Israel. The outsider who comes
near shall be put to death. 39All who were
counted of the Levites, whom Moses and
Aaron counted at the commandment of the
LORD, by their families, all the males from
a month old and upward, were twenty-two
thousand.

40 The LORD said to Moses, “Count all
the firstborn males of the children of Israel
fromamonth old and upward, and take the
number of their names. 41You shall take the
Levites for me—I am the LORD—instead of
all the firstborn among the children of Is-
rael; and the livestock of the Levites instead
of all the firstborn among the livestock of
the children of Israel.”

42 Moses counted, as the LORD com-
manded him, all the firstborn among the
children of Israel. 43All the firstborn males
according to the number of names from a
month old and upward, of those who were
counted of them, were twenty-two thou-
sand two hundred seventy-three.

44 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
45 “Take the Levites instead of all the first-
born among the children of Israel, and the
livestock of the Levites instead of their live-
stock; and the Levites shall be mine. I
am the LORD. 46 For the redemption of the
two hundred seventy-three of the firstborn
of the children of Israel who exceed the
number of the Levites, 47you shall take five
shekels apiece for each one; according to
the shekel‡ of the sanctuary you shall take
them (the shekel is twenty gerahs§); 48 and
you shall give the money, with which their
remainder is redeemed, to Aaron and to his
sons.”

49 Moses took the redemption money
from those who exceeded the number of
those who were redeemed by the Levites;
50 from the firstborn of the children of Is-
rael he took themoney, one thousand three
hundred sixty-five shekels,* according to
the shekel of the sanctuary; 51 and Moses
gave the redemption money to Aaron and
to his sons, according to the LORD’s word,
as the LORD commandedMoses.

† 3:34 + 22,000 is the sum rounded to 2 significant digits. The sum of the Gershonites, Kohathites, and Merarites given
above is 22,300, but the traditional Hebrew text has the number rounded to 2 significant digits, not 3 significant digits.
‡ 3:47 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. § 3:47 A gerah is about 0.5 grams or about 7.7 grains.
* 3:50 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 1365 shekels is about 13.65 kilograms or about 30 pounds.
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4
1The LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron,

saying, 2 “Take a census of the sons of Ko-
hath from among the sons of Levi, by their
families, by their fathers’ houses, 3 from
thirty years old and upward even until fifty
years old, all who enter into the service to
do the work in the Tent of Meeting.

4 “This is the service of the sons of Kohath
in the Tent of Meeting, regarding the most
holy things. 5 When the camp moves for-
ward, Aaron shall go in with his sons; and
they shall take down the veil of the screen,
cover the ark of the Testimony with it, 6put
a covering of sealskin on it, spread a blue
cloth over it, and put in its poles.

7 “On the table of show bread they shall
spread a blue cloth, and put on it the dishes,
the spoons, the bowls, and the cups with
which to pour out; and the continual bread
shall be on it. 8They shall spread on them a
scarlet cloth, and cover it with a covering of
sealskin, and shall put in its poles.

9 “They shall take a blue cloth and cover
the lamp stand of the light, its lamps, its
snuffers, its snuff dishes, and all its oil ves-
sels, with which they minister to it. 10 They
shall put it and all its vesselswithin a cover-
ing of sealskin, and shall put it on the frame.

11 “On the golden altar they shall spread
a blue cloth, and cover it with a covering of
sealskin, and shall put in its poles.

12 “They shall take all the vessels of min-
istry with which they minister in the sanc-
tuary, and put them in a blue cloth, cover
them with a covering of sealskin, and shall
put them on the frame.

13 “They shall take away the ashes from
the altar, and spread a purple cloth on
it. 14 They shall put on it all its vessels
with which they minister about it, the fire
pans, the meat hooks, the shovels, and the
basins—all the vessels of the altar; and they
shall spreadon it a coveringof sealskin, and
put in its poles.

15 “When Aaron and his sons have fin-
ishedcovering thesanctuaryandall the fur-
niture of the sanctuary, as the camp moves
forward; after that, the sons of Kohath shall
come to carry it; but they shall not touch
the sanctuary, lest they die. The sons of
Kohath shall carry these thingsbelonging to
the Tent of Meeting.

16 “The duty of Eleazar the son of Aaron
the priest shall be the oil for the light, the
sweet incense, the continual meal offering,
and the anointing oil, the requirements of
all the tabernacle, and of all that is in it, the
sanctuary, and its furnishings.”

17TheLORD spoke toMoses and toAaron,
saying, 18 “Don’t cut off the tribe of the
families of the Kohathites from among the

Levites; 19but do this to them, that theymay
live, and not die, when they approach the
most holy things: Aaron and his sons shall
go in and appoint everyone to his service
and to his burden; 20 but they shall not go
in to see the sanctuary even for a moment,
lest they die.”

21 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
22“Takeacensusof the sonsofGershonalso,
by their fathers’ houses, by their families;
23 you shall count them from thirty years
oldandupwarduntil fifty years old: allwho
enter in to wait on the service, to do the
work in the Tent of Meeting.

24 “This is the service of the families of
the Gershonites, in serving and in bearing
burdens: 25 they shall carry the curtains of
the tabernacle and the Tent of Meeting, its
covering, the covering of sealskin that is on
it, the screen for the door of the Tent of
Meeting, 26 the hangings of the court, the
screen for the door of the gate of the court
which is by the tabernacle and around the
altar, their cords, and all the instruments of
their service, and whatever shall be done
with them. They shall serve in there. 27 At
the commandment of Aaron and his sons
shall be all the service of the sons of theGer-
shonites, in all their burden and in all their
service; and you shall appoint their duty to
them in all their responsibilities. 28 This is
the service of the families of the sons of the
Gershonites in the Tent of Meeting. Their
duty shall be under the hand of Ithamar the
son of Aaron the priest.

29 “As for the sons of Merari, you shall
count them by their families, by their fa-
thers’ houses; 30 you shall count them from
thirty years old and upward even to fifty
years old—everyone who enters on the ser-
vice, to do the work of the Tent of Meeting.
31This is thedutyof their burden, according
to all their service in the Tent of Meeting:
the tabernacle’s boards, its bars, its pillars,
its sockets, 32 the pillars of the court around
it, their sockets, their pins, their cords, with
all their instruments, andwith all their ser-
vice. You shall appoint the instruments of
the duty of their burden to them by name.
33 This is the service of the families of the
sons ofMerari, according to all their service
in the Tent of Meeting, under the hand of
Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest.”

34 Moses and Aaron and the princes of
the congregation counted the sons of the
Kohathites by their families, and by their
fathers’ houses, 35 from thirty years old and
upward even to fifty years old, everyone
who entered into the service for work in
the Tent of Meeting. 36 Those who were
counted of them by their families were two
thousand seven hundred fifty. 37 These
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are those who were counted of the families
of the Kohathites, all who served in the
Tent of Meeting, whom Moses and Aaron
counted according to the commandment of
the LORD byMoses.

38 Those who were counted of the sons
of Gershon, by their families, and by their
fathers’ houses, 39 from thirty years old and
upward even to fifty years old—everyone
who entered into the service for work in
the Tent ofMeeting, 40even thosewhowere
counted of them, by their families, by their
fathers’houses,were two thousandsixhun-
dred thirty. 41 These are those who were
counted of the families of the sons of Ger-
shon, all who served in the Tent of Meeting,
whomMoses and Aaron counted according
to the commandment of the LORD.

42Thosewhowere countedof the families
of the sons of Merari, by their families, by
their fathers’ houses, 43 from thirty years
old and upward even to fifty years old—
everyone who entered into the service for
work in the Tent of Meeting, 44 even those
whowerecountedof themby their families,
were three thousand twohundred. 45These
are those who were counted of the families
of the sons of Merari, whom Moses and
Aaron counted according to the command-
ment of the LORD byMoses.

46 All those who were counted of the
Levites whom Moses and Aaron and the
princes of Israel counted, by their families
and by their fathers’ houses, 47 from thirty
years old and upward even to fifty years
old, everyonewhoentered in todo thework
of service and the work of bearing burdens
in the Tent of Meeting, 48 even those who
were counted of them, were eight thou-
sand five hundred eighty. 49 According to
the commandment of the LORD they were
counted by Moses, everyone according to
his service and according to his burden.
Thus they were counted by him, as the
LORD commandedMoses.

5
1 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

2 “Command the children of Israel that they
put out of the camp every leper, everyone
who has a discharge, and whoever is
unclean by a corpse. 3 You shall put both
male and female outside of the camp so that
they don’t defile their camp, in the midst of
which I dwell.”

4 The children of Israel did so, and put
them outside of the camp; as the LORD
spoke toMoses, so the children of Israel did.

5 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
6 “Speak to the children of Israel: ‘When

a man or woman commits any sin that
men commit, so as to trespass against the
LORD, and that soul is guilty, 7 then he shall
confess his sin which he has done; and
he shall make restitution for his guilt in
full, add to it the fifth part of it, and give
it to him in respect of whom he has been
guilty. 8 But if the man has no kinsman to
whomrestitutionmaybemade for theguilt,
the restitution for guilt which is made to
the LORD shall be the priest’s, in addition
to the ram of the atonement, by which
atonement shall be made for him. 9 Every
heave offering of all the holy things of the
children of Israel, which they present to
the priest, shall be his. 10 Every man’s holy
things shall be his; whatever anyman gives
the priest, it shall be his.’ ”

11 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
12 “Speak to the children of Israel, and tell
them: ‘If any man’s wife goes astray and is
unfaithful to him, 13and aman lieswith her
carnally, and it is hidden from the eyes of
her husband and this is kept concealed, and
she is defiled, there is no witness against
her, and she isn’t taken in the act; 14 and
the spirit of jealousy comes on him, and
he is jealous of his wife and she is defiled;
or if the spirit of jealousy comes on him,
and he is jealous of his wife and she isn’t
defiled; 15 then theman shall bring his wife
to the priest, and shall bring her offering
for her: one tenth of an ephah* of barley
meal. He shall pour no oil on it, nor put
frankincense on it, for it is a meal offering
of jealousy, a meal offering of memorial,
bringing iniquity to memory. 16 The priest
shall bring her near, and set her before the
LORD. 17 The priest shall take holy water
in an earthen vessel; and the priest shall
take some of the dust that is on the floor
of the tabernacle and put it into the water.
18 The priest shall set the woman before
the LORD, and let the hair of the woman’s
head go loose, and put the meal offering of
memorial in her hands, which is the meal
offering of jealousy. The priest shall have in
his hand the water of bitterness that brings
a curse. 19The priest shall cause her to take
anoathand shall tell thewoman, “If noman
has lain with you, and if you haven’t gone
aside touncleanness, beingunderyourhus-
band’s authority, be free from this water of
bitterness that brings a curse. 20 But if you
have gone astray, being under your hus-
band’s authority, and if you are defiled, and
some man has lain with you besides your
husband—” 21 then the priest shall cause the
woman to swear with the oath of cursing,
and the priest shall tell the woman, “May

* 5:15 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel
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the LORD make you a curse and an oath
among your people, when the LORD allows
your thigh to fall away, and your body to
swell; 22 and this water that brings a curse
will go into your bowels, and make your
body swell, and your thigh fall away.” The
woman shall say, “Amen, Amen.”

23 “ ‘The priest shall write these curses in
a book, and he shall wipe them into the
water of bitterness. 24 He shall make the
woman drink the water of bitterness that
causes the curse; and the water that causes
the curse shall enter into her and become
bitter. 25 The priest shall take the meal of-
fering of jealousy out of the woman’s hand,
and shall wave themeal offering before the
LORD, and bring it to the altar. 26The priest
shall take a handful of the meal offering,
as its memorial portion, and burn it on the
altar, and afterward shall make the woman
drink the water. 27When he has made her
drink the water, then it shall happen, if
she is defiled and has committed a trespass
against her husband, that the water that
causes the curse will enter into her and
become bitter, and her body will swell, and
her thigh will fall away; and the woman
will be a curse among her people. 28 If the
woman isn’t defiled, but is clean; then she
shall be free, and shall conceive offspring.†

29 “ ‘This is the law of jealousy, when a
wife, being under her husband, goes astray,
and is defiled, 30 or when the spirit of jeal-
ousy comes on a man, and he is jealous of
hiswife; thenhe shall set thewomanbefore
the LORD, and the priest shall execute on
her all this law. 31 The man shall be free
from iniquity, and that woman shall bear
her iniquity.’ ”

6
1 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

2 “Speak to the children of Israel, and tell
them: ‘When either man or woman shall
make a special vow, the vow of a Nazirite,
to separate himself to the LORD, 3 he shall
separate himself from wine and strong
drink. He shall drink no vinegar of wine,
or vinegar of fermented drink, neither
shall he drink any juice of grapes, nor eat
fresh grapes or dried. 4 All the days of his
separation he shall eat nothing that ismade
of the grapevine, from the seeds even to the
skins.

5“ ‘All thedaysofhis vowof separationno
razor shall come on his head, until the days
are fulfilled in which he separates himself
to the LORD. He shall be holy. He shall let
the locks of the hair of his head grow long.

6 “ ‘All the days that he separates himself
to the LORD he shall not go near a dead
body. 7He shall not make himself unclean
for his father, or for his mother, for his
brother, or for his sister, when they die,
because his separation to God* is on his
head. 8 All the days of his separation he is
holy to the LORD.

9 “ ‘If any man dies very suddenly beside
him, and he defiles the head of his sepa-
ration, then he shall shave his head in the
day of his cleansing. On the seventh day
he shall shave it. 10 On the eighth day he
shall bring two turtledoves or two young
pigeons to the priest, to the door of the
Tent of Meeting. 11 The priest shall offer
one for a sin offering, and the other for
a burnt offering, and make atonement for
him, because he sinned by reason of the
dead, and shall make his head holy that
same day. 12He shall separate to the LORD
the days of his separation, and shall bring a
male lambayear old for a trespass offering;
but the former days shall be void, because
his separation was defiled.

13 “ ‘This is the law of the Nazirite: when
the days of his separation are fulfilled, he
shall be brought to the door of the Tent of
Meeting, 14and he shall offer his offering to
theLORD: onemale lambayearoldwithout
defect for a burnt offering, one ewe lamb
a year old without defect for a sin offering,
one ramwithout defect for peace offerings,
15 a basket of unleavened bread, cakes of
fine flour mixed with oil, and unleavened
wafers anointed with oil with their meal
offering and their drink offerings. 16 The
priest shall present them before the LORD,
and shall offerhis sin offering andhis burnt
offering. 17 He shall offer the ram for a
sacrifice of peace offerings to the LORD,
with the basket of unleavened bread. The
priest shall offer also its meal offering and
its drink offering. 18 The Nazirite shall
shave the head of his separation at the
door of the Tent of Meeting, take the hair
of the head of his separation, and put it
on the fire which is under the sacrifice of
peace offerings. 19 The priest shall take the
boiled shoulder of the ram, one unleavened
cake out of the basket, and one unleavened
wafer, and shall put them on the hands of
the Nazirite after he has shaved the head of
his separation; 20 and the priest shall wave
them for a wave offering before the LORD.
They are holy for the priest, together with
the breast that is waved and the thigh that
is offered. After that the Naziritemay drink
wine.

21 “ ‘This is the law of the Nazirite who
† 5:28 or, seed * 6:7 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is “” (Elohim).
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vows and of his offering to the LORD for his
separation, in addition to that which he is
able to afford. According to his vow which
he vows, so he must do after the law of his
separation.’ ”

22 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
23 “Speak to Aaron and to his sons, saying,
‘This is how you shall bless the children of
Israel.’ You shall tell them,
24 ‘The LORD bless you, and keep you.

25 The LORD make his face to shine on
you,

and be gracious to you.
26The LORD lift up his face toward you,

and give you peace.’
27 “So they shall put my name on the chil-

dren of Israel; and I will bless them.”

7
1On the day that Moses had finished set-

ting up the tabernacle, and had anointed
it and sanctified it with all its furniture,
and the altar with all its vessels, and had
anointed and sanctified them; 2 the princes
of Israel, the heads of their fathers’ houses,
gave offerings. These were the princes
of the tribes. These are they who were
over those who were counted; 3 and they
brought their offering before the LORD, six
covered wagons and twelve oxen; a wagon
for every two of the princes, and for each
one an ox. They presented them before
the tabernacle. 4The LORD spoke to Moses,
saying, 5 “Accept these from them, that they
may be used in doing the service of the
Tent of Meeting; and you shall give them to
the Levites, to every man according to his
service.”

6 Moses took the wagons and the oxen,
and gave them to the Levites. 7 He gave
two wagons and four oxen to the sons of
Gershon, according to their service. 8 He
gave four wagons and eight oxen to the
sons of Merari, according to their service,
under the direction of Ithamar the son of
Aaron the priest. 9But to the sons of Kohath
he gave none, because the service of the
sanctuary belonged to them; they carried it
on their shoulders.

10 The princes gave offerings for the ded-
ication of the altar in the day that it was
anointed. The princes gave their offerings
before the altar.

11 The LORD said to Moses, “They shall
offer their offering, each prince on his day,
for the dedication of the altar.”

12Hewhoofferedhis offering thefirst day
was Nahshon the son of Amminadab, of the
tribe of Judah, 13and his offering was:

one silver platter, the weight of which
was one hundred thirty shekels,*
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, ac-

cording to the shekel of the sanctuary, both
of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for
a meal offering;

14 one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of
incense;

15one young bull,
one ram,
one male lamb a year old, for a burnt

offering;
16onemale goat for a sin offering;
17 and for the sacrifice of peace offerings,

two head of cattle, five rams, five male
goats, and five male lambs a year old. This
was the offering of Nahshon the son of Am-
minadab.

18On the second day Nethanel the son of
Zuar, prince of Issachar, gave his offering.
19He offered for his offering:
one silver platter, the weight of which

was one hundred thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, ac-

cording to the shekel of the sanctuary, both
of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for
a meal offering;

20 one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of
incense;

21one young bull,
one ram,
one male lamb a year old, for a burnt

offering;
22onemale goat for a sin offering;
23 and for the sacrifice of peace offerings,

two head of cattle, five rams, five male
goats, five male lambs a year old. This was
the offering of Nethanel the son of Zuar.

24On the third day Eliab the son of Helon,
prince of the children of Zebulun, 25 gave
his offering:
one silver platter, the weight of which

was a hundred and thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, ac-

cording to the shekel of the sanctuary, both
of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for
a meal offering;

26 one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of
incense;

27one young bull,
one ram,
one male lamb a year old, for a burnt

offering;
28onemale goat for a sin offering;
29 and for the sacrifice of peace offerings,

two head of cattle, five rams, five male
goats, and five male lambs a year old. This
was the offering of Eliab the son of Helon.

* 7:13 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces.
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30 On the fourth day Elizur the son of
Shedeur, prince of the children of Reuben,
31 gave his offering:
one silver platter, the weight of which

was one hundred thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, ac-

cording to the shekel of the sanctuary, both
of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for
a meal offering;

32 one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of
incense;

33one young bull,
one ram,
one male lamb a year old, for a burnt

offering;
34onemale goat for a sin offering;
35 and for the sacrifice of peace offer-

ings, two head of cattle, five rams, five
male goats, and five male lambs a year old.
This was the offering of Elizur the son of
Shedeur.

36 On the fifth day Shelumiel the son
of Zurishaddai, prince of the children of
Simeon, 37 gave his offering:
one silver platter, the weight of which

was one hundred thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, ac-

cording to the shekel of the sanctuary, both
of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for
a meal offering;

38 one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of
incense;

39one young bull,
one ram,
one male lamb a year old, for a burnt

offering;
40onemale goat for a sin offering;
41 and for the sacrifice of peace offerings,

two head of cattle, five rams, five male
goats, and five male lambs a year old: this
was the offering of Shelumiel the son of
Zurishaddai.

42 On the sixth day, Eliasaph the son of
Deuel, prince of the children of Gad, 43gave
his offering:
one silver platter, the weight of which

was one hundred thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, ac-

cording to the shekel of the sanctuary, both
of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for
a meal offering;

44 one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of
incense;

45one young bull,
one ram,
one male lamb a year old, for a burnt

offering;
46onemale goat for a sin offering;
47 and for the sacrifice of peace offer-

ings, two head of cattle, five rams, five
male goats, and five male lambs a year old.

This was the offering of Eliasaph the son of
Deuel.

48 On the seventh day Elishama the son
of Ammihud, prince of the children of
Ephraim, 49 gave his offering:
one silver platter, the weight of which

was one hundred thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, ac-

cording to the shekel of the sanctuary, both
of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for
a meal offering;

50 one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of
incense;

51one young bull,
one ram,
one male lamb a year old, for a burnt

offering;
52onemale goat for a sin offering;
53 and for the sacrifice of peace offerings,

two head of cattle, five rams, five male
goats, and five male lambs a year old. This
was the offering of Elishama the son of
Ammihud.

54 On the eighth day Gamaliel the son of
Pedahzur, prince of the children of Man-
asseh, 55 gave his offering:
one silver platter, the weight of which

was one hundred thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, ac-

cording to the shekel of the sanctuary, both
of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for
a meal offering;

56 one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of
incense;

57one young bull,
one ram,
one male lamb a year old, for a burnt

offering;
58onemale goat for a sin offering;
59 and for the sacrifice of peace offerings,

two head of cattle, five rams, five male
goats, and five male lambs a year old. This
was the offering of Gamaliel the son of
Pedahzur.

60 On the ninth day Abidan the son of
Gideoni, princeof the childrenofBenjamin,
61 gave his offering:
one silver platter, the weight of which

was one hundred thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, ac-

cording to the shekel of the sanctuary, both
of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for
a meal offering;

62 one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of
incense;

63one young bull,
one ram,
one male lamb a year old, for a burnt

offering;
64onemale goat for a sin offering;
65 and for the sacrifice of peace offer-

ings, two head of cattle, five rams, five
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male goats, and five male lambs a year old.
This was the offering of Abidan the son of
Gideoni.

66On the tenthdayAhiezer the sonofAm-
mishaddai, prince of the children of Dan,
67 gave his offering:
one silver platter, the weight of which

was one hundred thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, ac-

cording to the shekel of the sanctuary, both
of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for
a meal offering;

68 one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of
incense;

69one young bull,
one ram,
one male lamb a year old, for a burnt

offering;
70onemale goat for a sin offering;
71 and for the sacrifice of peace offerings,

two head of cattle, five rams, five male
goats, and five male lambs a year old. This
was the offering of Ahiezer the son of Am-
mishaddai.

72 On the eleventh day Pagiel the son of
Ochran, prince of the children of Asher,
73 gave his offering:
one silver platter, the weight of which

was one hundred thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, ac-

cording to the shekel of the sanctuary, both
of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for
a meal offering;

74 one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of
incense;

75one young bull,
one ram,
one male lamb a year old, for a burnt

offering;
76onemale goat for a sin offering;
77 and for the sacrifice of peace offerings,

two head of cattle, five rams, five male
goats, and five male lambs a year old. This
was the offering of Pagiel the sonofOchran.

78 On the twelfth day Ahira the son of
Enan, prince of the children of Naphtali,
79 gave his offering:
one silver platter, the weight of which

was one hundred thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, ac-

cording to the shekel of the sanctuary, both
of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for
a meal offering;

80 one golden ladle of ten shekels, full of
incense;

81one young bull,
one ram,
one male lamb a year old, for a burnt

offering;
82onemale goat for a sin offering;
83 and for the sacrifice of peace offerings,

two head of cattle, five rams, five male

goats, and five male lambs a year old. This
was the offering of Ahira the son of Enan.

84 This was the dedication offering of the
altar, on the day when it was anointed, by
the princes of Israel: twelve silver platters,
twelve silver bowls, twelve golden ladles;
85each silver platterweighing one hundred
thirty shekels, and each bowl seventy; all
the silver of the vessels two thousand four
hundred shekels, according to the shekel of
the sanctuary; 86 the twelve golden ladles,
full of incense, weighing ten shekels apiece,
according to the shekel of the sanctuary; all
the gold of the ladles weighed one hundred
twenty shekels; 87all the cattle for the burnt
offering twelve bulls, the rams twelve, the
male lambs a year old twelve, and their
meal offering; and twelve male goats for a
sin offering; 88 and all the cattle for the sac-
rifice of peace offerings: twenty-four bulls,
sixty rams, sixty male goats, and sixty male
lambs a year old. This was the dedication
offering of the altar, after it was anointed.

89 When Moses went into the Tent of
Meeting to speak with the LORD, he heard
his voice speaking to him from above the
mercy seat that was on the ark of the Tes-
timony, from between the two cherubim;
and he spoke to him.

8
1 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

2 “Speak to Aaron, and tell him, ‘When you
light the lamps, the seven lamps shall give
light in front of the lamp stand.’ ”

3 Aaron did so. He lit its lamps to light
the area in front of the lamp stand, as the
LORD commanded Moses. 4 This was the
workmanship of the lamp stand, beaten
work of gold. From its base to its flowers, it
was beaten work. He made the lamp stand
according to the pattern which the LORD
had shownMoses.

5 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
6“Take theLevites fromamong the children
of Israel, and cleanse them. 7 You shall
do this to them to cleanse them: sprinkle
the water of cleansing on them, let them
shave their whole bodies with a razor,
let them wash their clothes, and cleanse
themselves. 8 Then let them take a young
bull and its meal offering, fine flour mixed
with oil; and another young bull you shall
take for a sin offering. 9 You shall present
the Levites before the Tent of Meeting. You
shall assemble the whole congregation of
the children of Israel. 10 You shall present
the Levites before the LORD. The children
of Israel shall lay their hands on theLevites,
11 and Aaron shall offer the Levites before
the LORD for a wave offering on the behalf
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of the childrenof Israel, that itmaybe theirs
to do the service of the LORD.

12“TheLevites shall lay theirhandson the
heads of the bulls, and you shall offer the
one for a sin offering and the other for a
burnt offering to the LORD, to make atone-
ment for the Levites. 13 You shall set the
Levites before Aaron and before his sons,
and offer them as a wave offering to the
LORD. 14Thus you shall separate theLevites
from among the children of Israel, and the
Levites shall be mine.

15 “After that, the Levites shall go in to
do the service of the Tent of Meeting. You
shall cleanse them, and offer them as a
wave offering. 16 For they are wholly given
to me from among the children of Israel;
instead of all who open the womb, even
the firstborn of all the children of Israel,
I have taken them to me. 17 For all the
firstborn among the children of Israel are
mine, both man and animal. On the day
that I struck all the firstborn in the land of
Egypt, I sanctified them formyself. 18 I have
taken the Levites instead of all the firstborn
among the children of Israel. 19 I have given
the Levites as a gift to Aaron and to his sons
from among the children of Israel, to do
the service of the children of Israel in the
Tent of Meeting, and to make atonement
for the children of Israel, so that there will
be no plague among the children of Israel
when the childrenof Israel comenear to the
sanctuary.”

20Moses, and Aaron, and all the congre-
gation of the children of Israel did so to
the Levites. According to all that the LORD
commandedMoses concerning the Levites,
so the children of Israel did to them. 21 The
Levites purified themselves from sin, and
they washed their clothes; and Aaron of-
fered them for a wave offering before the
LORDandAaronmade atonement for them
to cleanse them. 22 After that, the Levites
went in to do their service in the Tent of
Meeting before Aaron and before his sons:
as the LORD had commanded Moses con-
cerning the Levites, so they did to them.

23 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
24 “This is what is assigned to the Levites:
from twenty-five years old and upward
they shall go in to wait on the service in the
work of the Tent of Meeting; 25 and from
the age of fifty years they shall retire from
doing the work, and shall serve no more,
26 but shall assist their brothers in the Tent
of Meeting, to perform the duty, and shall
perform no service. This is how you shall
have the Levites do their duties.”

9
1The LORD spoke to Moses in the wilder-

ness of Sinai, in the first month of the sec-
ondyearafter theyhadcomeout of the land
of Egypt, saying, 2 “Let the children of Israel
keep the Passover in its appointed season.
3 On the fourteenth day of this month, at
evening, you shall keep it in its appointed
season. You shall keep it according to all
its statutes and according to all its ordi-
nances.”

4 Moses told the children of Israel that
they should keep the Passover. 5 They kept
the Passover in the firstmonth, on the four-
teenth day of the month at evening, in the
wildernessof Sinai. According toall that the
LORDcommandedMoses, so thechildrenof
Israel did. 6 There were certain men who
were unclean because of the dead body
of a man, so that they could not keep the
Passover on that day, and they came before
Moses and Aaron on that day. 7 Those men
said to him, “We are unclean because of
the dead body of a man. Why are we kept
back, that we may not offer the offering of
theLORD in its appointed seasonamong the
children of Israel?”

8Moses answered them, “Wait, that Imay
hear what the LORD will command con-
cerning you.”

9TheLORDspoke toMoses, saying, 10“Say
to the children of Israel, ‘If any man of
you or of your generations is unclean by
reason of a dead body, or is on a journey
far away, he shall still keep the Passover to
the LORD. 11 In the second month, on the
fourteenth day at evening they shall keep
it; they shall eat it with unleavened bread
and bitter herbs. 12They shall leave none of
it until the morning, nor break a bone of it.
According to all the statute of the Passover
they shall keep it. 13 But the man who is
clean, and is not on a journey, and fails to
keep the Passover, that soul shall be cut off
from his people. Because he didn’t offer
the offering of the LORD in its appointed
season, that man shall bear his sin.

14 “ ‘If a foreigner lives among you and
desires to keep the Passover to the LORD,
then he shall do so according to the statute
of the Passover, and according to its ordi-
nance. You shall have one statute, both for
the foreigner and for himwho is born in the
land.’ ”

15 On the day that the tabernacle was
raised up, the cloud covered the taberna-
cle, even the Tent of the Testimony. At
evening it was over the tabernacle, as it
were the appearance of fire, until morning.
16 So it was continually. The cloud cov-
ered it, and the appearance of fire by night.
17Whenever the cloud was taken up from
over the Tent, then after that the children
of Israel traveled; and in the place where
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the cloud remained, there the children of
Israel encamped. 18 At the commandment
of the LORD, the children of Israel trav-
eled, and at the commandment of the LORD
they encamped. As long as the cloud re-
mained on the tabernacle they remained
encamped. 19When the cloud stayed on the
tabernacle many days, then the children
of Israel kept the LORD’s command, and
didn’t travel. 20 Sometimes the cloud was
a few days on the tabernacle; then accord-
ing to the commandment of the LORD they
remained encamped, and according to the
commandment of the LORD they traveled.
21 Sometimes the cloud was from evening
until morning; and when the cloud was
taken up in the morning, they traveled; or
by day and by night, when the cloud was
taken up, they traveled. 22Whether it was
two days, or a month, or a year that the
cloud stayed on the tabernacle, remaining
on it, the children of Israel remained en-
camped, and didn’t travel; but when it was
taken up, they traveled. 23At the command-
ment of the LORD they encamped, and at
the commandment of the LORD they trav-
eled. Theykept theLORD’s command, at the
commandment of the LORD byMoses.

10
1 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

2 “Make two trumpets of silver. You shall
make them of beaten work. You shall use
them for the calling of the congregation and
for the journeying of the camps. 3 When
they blow them, all the congregation shall
gather themselves to you at the door of the
Tent of Meeting. 4 If they blow just one,
then theprinces, theheadsof the thousands
of Israel, shall gather themselves to you.
5When you blow an alarm, the camps that
lie on the east side shall go forward. 6When
you blow an alarm the second time, the
camps that lie on the south side shall go
forward. They shall blowan alarm for their
journeys. 7 But when the assembly is to be
gathered together, you shall blow, but you
shall not sound an alarm.

8 “The sons of Aaron, the priests, shall
blow the trumpets. This shall be to you
for a statute forever throughout your gen-
erations. 9 When you go to war in your
land against the adversary who oppresses
you, then you shall soundanalarmwith the
trumpets. Then you will be remembered
before the LORD your God, and you will be
saved from your enemies.

10 “Also in the day of your gladness, and
in your set feasts, and in the beginnings of
your months, you shall blow the trumpets
over your burnt offerings, and over the
sacrifices of your peace offerings; and they

shall be to you for a memorial before your
God. I am the LORD your God.”

11 In the second year, in the second
month, on the twentieth day of the month,
the cloudwas taken up fromover the taber-
nacle of the covenant. 12 The children of
Israel went forward on their journeys out
of the wilderness of Sinai; and the cloud
stayed in the wilderness of Paran. 13 They
first went forward according to the com-
mandment of the LORD byMoses.

14 First, the standard of the camp of the
children of Judah went forward according
to their armies. Nahshon the son of Ammi-
nadab was over his army. 15 Nethanel the
sonof Zuarwasover thearmyof the tribe of
the children of Issachar. 16 Eliab the son of
Helon was over the army of the tribe of the
children of Zebulun. 17 The tabernacle was
taken down; and the sons of Gershon and
the sonsofMerari,whobore the tabernacle,
went forward. 18The standard of the camp
of Reuben went forward according to their
armies. Elizur the son of Shedeur was over
his army. 19 Shelumiel the son of Zurishad-
dai was over the army of the tribe of the
children of Simeon. 20 Eliasaph the son of
Deuel was over the army of the tribe of the
children of Gad.

21TheKohathites set forward, bearing the
sanctuary. The others set up the tabernacle
before they arrived.

22 The standard of the camp of the chil-
dren of Ephraim set forward according to
their armies. Elishama the sonofAmmihud
was over his army. 23 Gamaliel the son of
Pedahzur was over the army of the tribe of
the children ofManasseh. 24Abidan the son
of Gideoni was over the army of the tribe of
the children of Benjamin.

25 The standard of the camp of the chil-
dren of Dan, which was the rear guard of
all the camps, set forwardaccording to their
armies. Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai
was over his army. 26 Pagiel the son of
Ochran was over the army of the tribe of
the children of Asher. 27 Ahira the son of
Enan was over the army of the tribe of
the children of Naphtali. 28 Thus were the
travels of the children of Israel according to
their armies; and they went forward.

29Moses said to Hobab, the son of Reuel
theMidianite,Moses’ father-in-law, “Weare
journeying to the place of which the LORD
said, ‘I will give it to you.’ Come with us,
andwewill treat youwell; for the LORDhas
spoken good concerning Israel.”

30He said to him, “I will not go; but I will
depart tomyown land, and tomyrelatives.”

31Moses said, “Don’t leave us, please; be-
cause you know how we are to encamp in
the wilderness, and you can be our eyes.
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32 It shall be, if you go with us—yes, it shall
be—that whatever good the LORD does to
us, we will do the same to you.”

33They set forward from theMount of the
LORD three days’ journey. The ark of the
LORD’s covenant went before them three
days’ journey, to seek out a resting place for
them. 34 The cloud of the LORD was over
them by day, when they set forward from
the camp. 35 When the ark went forward,
Moses said, “Rise up, LORD, and let your
enemies be scattered! Let those who hate
you flee before you!” 36When it rested, he
said, “Return, LORD, to the ten thousands of
the thousands of Israel.”

11
1Thepeoplewere complaining in theears

of the LORD. When the LORD heard it, his
anger burned; and the LORD’s fire burned
among them, and consumed some of the
outskirts of the camp. 2 The people cried to
Moses; and Moses prayed to the LORD, and
the fire abated. 3 The name of that place
was called Taberah,* because the LORD’s
fire burned among them.

4 The mixed multitude that was among
them lusted exceedingly; and the children
of Israel also wept again, and said, “Who
will give us meat to eat? 5 We remember
the fish, which we ate in Egypt for nothing;
the cucumbers, and the melons, and the
leeks, and the onions, and the garlic; 6 but
now we have lost our appetite. There is
nothing at all except this manna to look at.”
7 The manna was like coriander seed, and
it looked like bdellium.† 8 The people went
around, gathered it, and ground it in mills,
or beat it in mortars, and boiled it in pots,
and made cakes of it. Its taste was like the
taste of fresh oil. 9When the dew fell on the
camp in the night, the manna fell on it.

10 Moses heard the people weeping
throughout their families, every man at
the door of his tent; and the LORD’s anger
burned greatly; and Moses was displeased.
11 Moses said to the LORD, “Why have
you treated your servant so badly? Why
haven’t I found favor in your sight, that
you lay the burden of all this people on
me? 12 Have I conceived all this people?
Have I brought them out, that you should
tell me, ‘Carry them in your bosom, as a
nurse carries a nursing infant, to the land
which you swore to their fathers’? 13Where
could I get meat to give all these people?
For they weep before me, saying, ‘Give us
meat, that we may eat.’ 14 I am not able to
bear all this people alone, because it is too
heavy for me. 15 If you treat me this way,

please kill me right now, if I have found
favor in your sight; and don’t let me see my
wretchedness.”

16The LORD said to Moses, “Gather to me
seventy men of the elders of Israel, whom
you know to be the elders of the people and
officers over them; and bring them to the
Tent of Meeting, that they may stand there
with you. 17 I will come down and talk with
you there. I will take of the Spirit which is
on you, and will put it on them; and they
shall bear the burden of the people with
you, that you don’t bear it yourself alone.

18 “Say to the people, ‘Sanctify yourselves
in preparation for tomorrow, and you will
eat meat; for you have wept in the ears of
the LORD, saying, “Who will give us meat
to eat? For it was well with us in Egypt.”
Therefore the LORDwill give youmeat, and
you will eat. 19Youwill not eat just one day,
or two days, or five days, or ten days, or
twenty days, 20 but a whole month, until it
comes out at your nostrils, and it is loath-
some to you; because you have rejected the
LORD who is among you, and have wept
before him, saying, “Why did we come out
of Egypt?” ’ ”

21Moses said, “The people, among whom
I am, are six hundred thousand men on
foot; and you have said, ‘I will give them
meat, that they may eat a whole month.’
22 Shall flocks and herds be slaughtered for
them, to be sufficient for them? Shall all
the fish of the sea be gathered together for
them, to be sufficient for them?”

23 The LORD said to Moses, “Has the
LORD’s hand grown short? Now you will
seewhethermywordwill happen to you or
not.”

24 Moses went out, and told the people
the LORD’s words; and he gathered seventy
men of the elders of the people, and set
them around the Tent. 25 The LORD came
down in the cloud, and spoke to him, and
took of the Spirit that was on him, and put
it on the seventy elders. When the Spirit
rested on them, they prophesied, but they
did so no more. 26 But two men remained
in the camp. The name of one was Eldad,
and the name of the other Medad; and the
Spirit rested on them. They were of those
who were written, but had not gone out to
the Tent; and they prophesied in the camp.
27 A young man ran, and told Moses, and
said, “Eldad andMedad are prophesying in
the camp!”

28 Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of
Moses, one of his chosen men, answered,
“My lordMoses, forbid them!”

* 11:3 Taberahmeans “burning” † 11:7 Bdellium is a resin extracted from certain African trees.
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29Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for
my sake? I wish that all the LORD’s people
were prophets, that the LORDwould put his
Spirit on them!”

30Moses went into the camp, he and the
elders of Israel. 31 A wind from the LORD
went out and brought quails from the sea,
and let them fall by the camp, about a day’s
journey on this side, and a day’s journey
on the other side, around the camp, and
about two cubits‡ above the surface of the
earth. 32 The people rose up all that day,
and all of that night, and all the next day,
and gathered the quails. He who gath-
ered least gathered ten homers;§ and they
spread them all out for themselves around
the camp. 33 While the meat was still be-
tween their teeth, before itwas chewed, the
LORD’s anger burned against the people,
and the LORD struck the people with a very
great plague. 34The name of that place was
called Kibroth Hattaavah,* because there
they buried the people who lusted.

35 From Kibroth Hattaavah the people
traveled to Hazeroth; and they stayed at
Hazeroth.

12
1Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses

because of the Cushite woman whom he
had married; for he had married a Cushite
woman. 2They said, “Has the LORD indeed
spoken only with Moses? Hasn’t he spoken
also with us?” And the LORD heard it.

3 Now the man Moses was very humble,
more than all the men who were on the
surface of the earth. 4 The LORD spoke
suddenly toMoses, toAaron, and toMiriam,
“You three comeout to theTent ofMeeting!”
The three of them came out. 5 The LORD

came down in a pillar of cloud, and stood
at the door of the Tent, and called Aaron
and Miriam; and they both came forward.
6 He said, “Now hear my words. If there
is a prophet among you, I, the LORD, will
makemyself known tohim inavision. Iwill
speak with him in a dream. 7 My servant
Moses is not so. He is faithful in all my
house. 8 With him, I will speak mouth to
mouth, even plainly, and not in riddles; and
he shall see the LORD’s form. Why then
wereyounot afraid to speakagainstmy ser-
vant, against Moses?” 9 The LORD’s anger
burned against them; and he departed.

10The cloud departed from over the Tent;
and behold, Miriam was leprous, as white
as snow. Aaron looked at Miriam, and
behold, she was leprous.

11 Aaron said to Moses, “Oh, my lord,
please don’t count this sin against us, in
whichwehave done foolishly, and inwhich
we have sinned. 12 Let her not, I pray, be
as one dead, of whom the flesh is half con-
sumed when he comes out of his mother’s
womb.”

13Moses cried to the LORD, saying, “Heal
her, God, I beg you!”

14 The LORD said to Moses, “If her father
had but spit in her face, shouldn’t she be
ashamed seven days? Let her be shut up
outside of the camp seven days, and after
that she shall be brought in again.”

15 Miriam was shut up outside of the
camp seven days, and the people didn’t
travel until Miriam was brought in again.
16 Afterward the people traveled from
Hazeroth, and encamped in the wilderness
of Paran.

13
1 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

2 “Sendmen, that theymay spy out the land
of Canaan, which I give to the children of
Israel. Of every tribe of their fathers, you
shall send aman, every one a prince among
them.”

3 Moses sent them from the wilderness
of Paran according to the commandment of
the LORD. All of them were men who were
heads of the children of Israel. 4Thesewere
their names:
Of the tribe of Reuben, Shammua the son of
Zaccur.
5Of the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat the son of
Hori.
6 Of the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of
Jephunneh.
7 Of the tribe of Issachar, Igal the son of
Joseph.
8Of the tribe of Ephraim, Hoshea the son of
Nun.
9 Of the tribe of Benjamin, Palti the son of
Raphu.
10Of the tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel the son of
Sodi.
11 Of the tribe of Joseph, of the tribe of
Manasseh, Gaddi the son of Susi.
12 Of the tribe of Dan, Ammiel the son of
Gemalli.
13 Of the tribe of Asher, Sethur the son of
Michael.
14Of the tribe of Naphtali, Nahbi the son of
Vophsi.
15 Of the tribe of Gad, Geuel the son of
Machi.
16 These are the names of the men who
Moses sent to spy out the land. Moses called

‡ 11:31 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters. § 11:32 1 homer is about 220 liters or 6 bushels * 11:34 Kibroth Hattaavahmeans “graves of lust”
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Hoshea the son of Nun Joshua. 17 Moses
sent them to spy out the land of Canaan,
and said to them, “Go up this way by the
South, and go up into the hill country. 18See
the land, what it is; and the people who
dwell therein, whether they are strong or
weak,whether they are fewormany; 19and
what the land is that they dwell in, whether
it is good or bad; and what cities they are
that they dwell in, whether in camps, or
in strongholds; 20 and what the land is,
whether it is fertile or poor, whether there
is wood therein, or not. Be courageous, and
bring someof the fruit of the land.” Nowthe
time was the time of the first-ripe grapes.

21 So they went up, and spied out the
land from the wilderness of Zin to Rehob,
to the entrance of Hamath. 22 They went
up by the South, and came to Hebron; and
Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, the children
of Anak, were there. (Now Hebron was
built seven years before Zoan in Egypt.)
23 They came to the valley of Eshcol, and
cut down from there a branch with one
cluster of grapes, and they bore it on a staff
between two. They also brought some of
the pomegranates and figs. 24 That place
was called the valley of Eshcol, because of
the cluster which the children of Israel cut
down from there. 25 They returned from
spying out the land at the end of forty days.
26 They went and came to Moses, to Aaron,
and to all the congregation of the children
of Israel, to the wilderness of Paran, to
Kadesh; and brought back word to them
and to all the congregation. They showed
them the fruit of the land. 27They told him,
and said, “We came to the land where you
sent us. Surely it flowswithmilk andhoney,
and this is its fruit. 28However, the people
who dwell in the land are strong, and the
cities are fortified and very large. More-
over, we saw the children of Anak there.
29 Amalek dwells in the land of the South.
The Hittite, the Jebusite, and the Amorite
dwell in the hill country. The Canaanite
dwells by the sea, and along the side of the
Jordan.”

30 Caleb stilled the people before Moses,
and said, “Let’s go up at once, and possess
it; for we are well able to overcome it!”

31 But the men who went up with him
said, “We aren’t able to go up against the
people; for they are stronger than we.”
32Theybrought upanevil report of the land
which they had spied out to the children of
Israel, saying, “The land, throughwhich we
have gone to spy it out, is a land that eats up
its inhabitants; and all the people who we
saw in it are men of great stature. 33 There

we saw the Nephilim,* the sons of Anak,
who come from the Nephilim.† Wewere in
our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we
were in their sight.”

14
1 All the congregation lifted up their

voice, and cried; and the people wept that
night. 2All the children of Israelmurmured
against Moses and against Aaron. The
whole congregation said to them, “Wewish
thatwehaddied in the landof Egypt, or that
we had died in this wilderness! 3Why does
the LORD bring us to this land, to fall by the
sword? Our wives and our little ones will
be captured or killed! Wouldn’t it be better
for us to return into Egypt?” 4 They said to
one another, “Let’s choose a leader, and let’s
return into Egypt.”

5ThenMoses andAaron fell on their faces
before all the assembly of the congregation
of the children of Israel.

6 Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son
of Jephunneh,whowere of thosewho spied
out the land, tore their clothes. 7They spoke
to all the congregation of the children of
Israel, saying, “The land, which we passed
through to spy it out, is an exceedingly good
land. 8 If the LORD delights in us, then
he will bring us into this land, and give it
to us: a land which flows with milk and
honey. 9Only don’t rebel against the LORD,
neither fear the people of the land; for they
are bread for us. Their defense is removed
from over them, and the LORD is with us.
Don’t fear them.”

10 But all the congregation threatened to
stone themwith stones.
The LORD’s glory appeared in the Tent of

Meeting to all the children of Israel. 11 The
LORD said to Moses, “How long will this
people despise me? How long will they not
believe in me, for all the signs which I have
worked among them? 12 I will strike them
with the pestilence, and disinherit them,
and will make of you a nation greater and
mightier than they.”

13 Moses said to the LORD, “Then the
Egyptians will hear it; for you brought
up this people in your might from among
them. 14Theywill tell it to the inhabitants of
this land. They have heard that you LORD
are among this people; for you LORD are
seen face to face, and your cloud stands
over them, and you go before them, in a
pillar of cloud by day, and in a pillar of fire
by night. 15 Now if you killed this people
as one man, then the nations which have
heard the fame of you will speak, saying,
16 ‘Because the LORD was not able to bring

* 13:33 or, giants † 13:33 or, giants



Numbers 14:17 120 Numbers 15:5

this people into the land which he swore
to them, therefore he has slain them in the
wilderness.’ 17 Now please let the power
of the Lord* be great, according as you
have spoken, saying, 18 ‘The LORD is slow
to anger, and abundant in loving kindness,
forgiving iniquity anddisobedience; andhe
will by no means clear the guilty, visiting
the iniquity of the fathers on the children,
on the third and on the fourth generation.’
19 Please pardon the iniquity of this people
according to the greatness of your loving
kindness, and just as you have forgiven this
people, from Egypt even until now.”

20 The LORD said, “I have pardoned ac-
cording to your word; 21 but in very deed—
as I live, and as all the earth shall be filled
with the LORD’s glory— 22because all those
menwho have seenmy glory andmy signs,
which I worked in Egypt and in the wilder-
ness, yet have tempted me these ten times,
and have not listened to my voice; 23 surely
they shall not see the land which I swore to
their fathers, neither shall any of thosewho
despisedme see it. 24But my servant Caleb,
becausehehadanother spiritwithhim, and
has followed me fully, him I will bring into
the land into which he went. His offspring
shall possess it. 25 Since the Amalekite and
the Canaanite dwell in the valley, tomor-
row turn and go into the wilderness by the
way to the Red Sea.” 26 The LORD spoke
to Moses and to Aaron, saying, 27 “How
long shall I bear with this evil congregation
that complain against me? I have heard
the complaints of the children of Israel,
which they complain against me. 28 Tell
them, ‘As I live, says the LORD, surely as
you have spoken in my ears, so I will do
to you. 29 Your dead bodies shall fall in
this wilderness; and all who were counted
of you, according to your whole number,
from twenty years old and upward, who
have complained against me, 30 surely you
shall not come into the land concerning
which I swore that I would make you dwell
therein, except Caleb the son of Jephunneh,
and Joshua the son of Nun. 31 But I will
bring inyour little ones that you said should
be captured or killed, and they shall know
the land which you have rejected. 32 But
as for you, your dead bodies shall fall in
this wilderness. 33 Your children shall be
wanderers in the wilderness forty years,
and shall bear your prostitution, until your
dead bodies are consumed in the wilder-
ness. 34 After the number of the days in
which you spied out the land, even forty

days, for every day a year, you will bear
your iniquities, even forty years, and you
will know my alienation.’ 35 I, the LORD,
have spoken. I will surely do this to all
this evil congregation who are gathered to-
gether against me. In this wilderness they
shall be consumed, and there they shall
die.”

36 The men whom Moses sent to spy out
the land, who returned and made all the
congregation to murmur against him by
bringing up an evil report against the land,
37 even those men who brought up an evil
report of the land, diedby theplaguebefore
the LORD. 38But Joshua the son of Nun and
Caleb the son of Jephunneh remained alive
of those menwhowent to spy out the land.

39Moses told these words to all the chil-
dren of Israel, and the people mourned
greatly. 40 They rose up early in the morn-
ing andwent up to the top of themountain,
saying, “Behold, we are here, andwill go up
to the place which the LORD has promised;
for we have sinned.”

41Moses said, “Why now do you disobey
the commandment of the LORD, since it
shall not prosper? 42 Don’t go up, for the
LORD isn’t among you; that way you won’t
be struck down before your enemies. 43For
there the Amalekite and the Canaanite are
before you, and you will fall by the sword
because you turned back from following
the LORD; therefore the LORD will not be
with you.”

44But they presumed to goup to the top of
the mountain. Nevertheless, the ark of the
LORD’s covenant and Moses didn’t depart
out of the camp. 45 Then the Amalekites
came down, and the Canaanites who lived
in thatmountain, and struck themand beat
them down even to Hormah.

15
1 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

2 “Speak to the children of Israel, and tell
them, ‘Whenyouhave come into the landof
your habitations, which I give to you, 3 and
willmake an offering by fire to the LORD—a
burnt offering, or a sacrifice, to accomplish
a vow, or as a free will offering, or in your
set feasts, to make a pleasant aroma to the
LORD, of the herd, or of the flock— 4 then
he who offers his offering shall offer to the
LORD a meal offering of one tenth of an
ephah* of fine flour mixed with one fourth
of a hin† of oil. 5You shall prepare wine for
the drink offering, one fourth of a hin, with
the burnt offering or for the sacrifice, for
each lamb.

* 14:17 Theword translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” * 15:4 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel † 15:4
A hin is about 6.5 liters or 1.7 gallons. ‡ 15:6 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel
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6 “ ‘For a ram, you shall prepare for a
meal offering two tenths of an ephah‡ of
fine flourmixedwith the third part of a hin
of oil; 7 and for the drink offering you shall
offer the third part of a hin of wine, of a
pleasant aroma to the LORD. 8 When you
prepare a bull for a burnt offering or for a
sacrifice, to accomplish a vow, or for peace
offerings to the LORD, 9 then he shall offer
with the bull ameal offering of three tenths
of an ephah§ of fine flourmixedwith half a
hin of oil; 10andyou shall offer for the drink
offering half a hin of wine, for an offering
made by fire, of a pleasant aroma to the
LORD. 11Thus it shall be done for each bull,
for each ram, for each of the male lambs,
or of the young goats. 12 According to the
number that you shall prepare, so you shall
do to everyone according to their number.

13“ ‘Allwhoarenative-bornshall do these
things in this way, in offering an offering
made by fire, of a pleasant aroma to the
LORD. 14 If a stranger lives as a foreigner
with you, or whoever may be among you
throughout your generations, and will of-
fer an offering made by fire, of a pleasant
aroma to the LORD, as you do, so he shall
do. 15 For the assembly, there shall be
one statute for you and for the stranger
who lives as a foreigner, a statute forever
throughout your generations. As you are,
so the foreigner shall be before the LORD.
16 One law and one ordinance shall be for
you and for the stranger who lives as a
foreigner with you.’ ”

17 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
18 “Speak to the children of Israel, and tell
them, ‘When you come into the land where
I bring you, 19 then it shall be thatwhen you
eat of the bread of the land, you shall offer
up a wave offering to the LORD. 20 Of the
first of your dough you shall offer up a cake
for a wave offering. As the wave offering
of the threshing floor, so you shall heave it.
21Of thefirst of yourdough, youshall give to
the LORD a wave offering throughout your
generations.

22 “ ‘When you err, and don’t observe
all these commandments which the LORD
has spoken to Moses— 23 even all that the
LORD has commanded you by Moses, from
the day that the LORD gave commandment
and onward throughout your generations—
24 then it shall be, if it was done unwittingly,
without the knowledge of the congregation,
that all the congregation shall offer one
young bull for a burnt offering, for a pleas-
ant aroma to the LORD, with its meal offer-
ing and its drink offering, according to the

ordinance, and one male goat for a sin of-
fering. 25 The priest shall make atonement
for all the congregation of the childrenof Is-
rael, and theyshall be forgiven; for itwasan
error, and they have brought their offering,
an offering made by fire to the LORD, and
their sin offering before the LORD, for their
error. 26 All the congregation of the chil-
dren of Israel shall be forgiven, as well as
the strangerwho lives as a foreigner among
them; for with regard to all the people, it
was done unwittingly.

27 “ ‘If a person sins unwittingly, then
he shall offer a female goat a year old for
a sin offering. 28 The priest shall make
atonement for the soul who errs when he
sins unwittingly before the LORD. He shall
make atonement for him; and he shall be
forgiven. 29You shall have one law for him
who does anything unwittingly, for him
who is native-born among the children of
Israel, and for the stranger who lives as a
foreigner among them.

30 “ ‘But the soul who does anything with
a high hand, whether he is native-born or
a foreigner, blasphemes the LORD. That
soul shall be cut off from among his peo-
ple. 31 Because he has despised the LORD’s
word, and has broken his commandment,
that soul shall beutterly cut off. His iniquity
shall be on him.’ ”

32 While the children of Israel were in
thewilderness, they found aman gathering
sticks on the Sabbath day. 33 Those who
found him gathering sticks brought him to
Moses and Aaron, and to all the congrega-
tion. 34 They put him in custody, because it
had not been declaredwhat should be done
to him.

35TheLORDsaid toMoses, “Themanshall
surely be put to death. All the congregation
shall stone him with stones outside of the
camp.” 36All the congregation brought him
outside of the camp, and stoned him to
deathwith stones, as theLORDcommanded
Moses.

37 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
38 “Speak to the children of Israel, and tell
them that they should make themselves
fringes* on the borders of their garments
throughout their generations, and that they
put on the fringe† of each border a cord
of blue. 39 It shall be to you for a fringe,‡
that you may see it, and remember all the
LORD’s commandments, and do them; and
that you don’t follow your own heart and
your owneyes, afterwhich youused to play
the prostitute; 40so that youmay remember
and do all my commandments, and be holy

§ 15:9 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel * 15:38 or, tassels (Hebrew ת (צִיצִ֛ † 15:38 or, tassel
‡ 15:39 or, tassel
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to your God. 41 I am the LORD your God,
who brought you out of the land of Egypt,
to be your God: I am the LORD your God.”

16
1 Now Korah, the son of Izhar, the son

of Kohath, the son of Levi, with Dathan
and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, and On, the
son of Peleth, sons of Reuben, took some
men. 2 They rose up before Moses, with
some of the children of Israel, two hundred
fifty princes of the congregation, called to
the assembly, men of renown. 3 They as-
sembled themselves togetheragainstMoses
and against Aaron, and said to them, “You
take toomuch on yourself, since all the con-
gregation are holy, everyone of them, and
the LORD is among them! Why do you lift
yourselvesupabove theLORD’s assembly?”

4WhenMoses heard it, he fell on his face.
5 He said to Korah and to all his company,
“In the morning, the LORD will show who
are his, and who is holy, and will cause him
to come near to him. Even him whom he
shall choose, he will cause to come near
to him. 6 Do this: have Korah and all his
company take censers, 7 put fire in them,
and put incense on them before the LORD
tomorrow. It shall be that the man whom
the LORD chooses, he shall be holy. You
have gone too far, you sons of Levi!”

8 Moses said to Korah, “Hear now, you
sons of Levi! 9 Is it a small thing to you
that the God of Israel has separated you
from the congregation of Israel, to bring
you near to himself, to do the service of
the LORD’s tabernacle, and to stand before
the congregation tominister to them; 10and
that he has brought you near, and all your
brothers the sons of Levi with you? Do
you seek the priesthood also? 11 Therefore
you and all your company have gathered
together against the LORD! What is Aaron
that you complain against him?”

12Moses sent to call Dathan and Abiram,
the sons of Eliab; and they said, “We won’t
come up! 13 Is it a small thing that you have
brought us up out of a land flowing with
milk and honey, to kill us in the wilderness,
but you must also make yourself a prince
over us? 14Moreover you haven’t brought
us into a land flowing withmilk and honey,
nor given us inheritance of fields and vine-
yards. Will you put out the eyes of these
men? Wewon’t come up.”

15Moses was very angry, and said to the
LORD, “Don’t respect their offering. I have
not taken one donkey from them, neither
have I hurt one of them.”

16Moses said to Korah, “You and all your
company go before the LORD, you, and
they, and Aaron, tomorrow. 17 Each man
take his censer and put incense on it, and
eachmanbring before the LORDhis censer,
two hundred fifty censers; you also, and
Aaron, each with his censer.”

18 They each took his censer, and put fire
in it, and laid incense on it, and stood at the
door of the Tent of Meeting withMoses and
Aaron. 19 Korah assembled all the congre-
gation opposite them to the door of the Tent
of Meeting.
The LORD’s glory appeared to all the con-

gregation. 20The LORD spoke to Moses and
to Aaron, saying, 21 “Separate yourselves
from among this congregation, that I may
consume them in amoment!”

22They fell on their faces, and said, “God,
the God of the spirits of all flesh, shall one
man sin, and will you be angry with all the
congregation?”

23 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
24 “Speak to the congregation, saying,
‘Get away from around the tent of Korah,
Dathan, and Abiram!’ ”

25Moses rose up and went to Dathan and
Abiram; and the elders of Israel followed
him. 26 He spoke to the congregation, say-
ing, “Depart, please, from the tents of these
wicked men, and touch nothing of theirs,
lest you be consumed in all their sins!”

27 So they went away from the tent of
Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, on every side.
Dathan and Abiram came out, and stood
at the door of their tents with their wives,
their sons, and their little ones.

28 Moses said, “Hereby you shall know
that the LORD has sent me to do all these
works; for they are not frommy ownmind.
29 If these men die the common death of
all men, or if they experience what all men
experience, then the LORD hasn’t sent me.
30 But if the LORD makes a new thing, and
the ground opens its mouth, and swallows
them up with all that belong to them, and
they go down alive into Sheol,* then you
shall understand that these men have de-
spised the LORD.”

31Ashefinished speaking all thesewords,
the ground thatwas under them split apart.
32 The earth opened its mouth and swal-
lowed them up with their households, all
of Korah’s men, and all their goods. 33 So
they, and all that belonged to them went
down alive into Sheol.† The earth closed on
them, and they perished from among the
assembly. 34 All Israel that were around
themfledat their cry; for theysaid, “Lest the
earth swallowus up!” 35Fire cameout from

* 16:30 Sheol is the place of the dead. † 16:33 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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the LORD, and devoured the two hundred
fifty menwho offered the incense.

36 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
37 “Speak to Eleazar the son of Aaron the
priest, that he take up the censers out of
the burning, and scatter the fire away from
the camp; for they are holy, 38 even the
censers of those who sinned against their
own lives. Let them be beaten into plates
for a covering of the altar, for they offered
them before the LORD. Therefore they are
holy. They shall be a sign to the children of
Israel.”

39 Eleazar the priest took the bronze
censers which those who were burned had
offered; and they beat them out for a cov-
ering of the altar, 40 to be a memorial to
the children of Israel, to the end that no
strangerwho isn’t of the offspring of Aaron,
would come near to burn incense before
the LORD, that he not be as Korah and as
his company; as the LORD spoke to him by
Moses.

41But on thenext dayall the congregation
of the children of Israel complained against
Moses and against Aaron, saying, “Youhave
killed the LORD’s people!”

42 When the congregation was assem-
bled against Moses and against Aaron, they
looked toward the Tent of Meeting. Behold,
the cloud covered it, and the LORD’s glory
appeared. 43 Moses and Aaron came to
the front of the Tent of Meeting. 44 The
LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 45 “Get away
from among this congregation, that I may
consume them in a moment!” They fell on
their faces.

46Moses said to Aaron, “Take your censer,
put fire from the altar in it, lay incense on
it, carry it quickly to the congregation, and
make atonement for them; for wrath has
gone out from the LORD! The plague has
begun.”

47 Aaron did as Moses said, and ran into
the middle of the assembly. The plague
had already begun among the people. He
put on the incense, and made atonement
for the people. 48 He stood between the
dead and the living; and the plague was
stayed. 49Nowthosewhodiedby theplague
were fourteen thousand seven hundred, in
addition to thosewhodied about thematter
of Korah. 50Aaron returned to Moses to the
door of the Tent of Meeting, and the plague
was stopped.

17
1 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

2 “Speak to the children of Israel, and
take rods from them, one for each fathers’
house, of all their princes according to their
fathers’ houses, twelve rods. Write each

man’s name on his rod. 3 You shall write
Aaron’s name on Levi’s rod. There shall
be one rod for each head of their fathers’
houses. 4Youshall lay themup in theTent of
Meeting before the covenant, where I meet
with you. 5 It shall happen that the rod of
the man whom I shall choose shall bud. I
will make the murmurings of the children
of Israel, which they murmur against you,
cease fromme.”

6 Moses spoke to the children of Israel;
and all their princes gave him rods, for
each prince one, according to their fathers’
houses, a total of twelve rods. Aaron’s rod
was among their rods. 7Moses laid up the
rods before the LORD in the Tent of the
Testimony.

8 On the next day, Moses went into the
Tent of the Testimony; and behold, Aaron’s
rod for the house of Levi had sprouted,
budded, produced blossoms, and bore ripe
almonds. 9Moses brought out all the rods
from before the LORD to all the children of
Israel. They looked, and each man took his
rod.

10 The LORD said to Moses, “Put back the
rodofAaronbefore the covenant, to bekept
for a token against the children of rebel-
lion; that you may make an end of their
complaining against me, that they not die.”
11Moses did so. As the LORD commanded
him, so he did.

12 The children of Israel spoke to Moses,
saying, “Behold,weperish! Weareundone!
We are all undone! 13 Everyone who keeps
approaching the LORD’s tabernacle, dies!
Will we all perish?”

18
1 The LORD said to Aaron, “You and your

sons and your fathers’ house with you shall
bear the iniquity of the sanctuary; and you
and your sons with you shall bear the in-
iquity of your priesthood. 2 Bring your
brothers also, the tribe of Levi, the tribe of
your father, near with you, that they may
be joined to you, and minister to you; but
you and your sons with you shall be before
the Tent of the Testimony. 3 They shall
keep your commands and the duty of the
whole Tent; only they shall not come near
to the vessels of the sanctuary and to the
altar, that theynot die, neither theynor you.
4 They shall be joined to you and keep the
responsibility of the Tent of Meeting, for all
the service of the Tent. A stranger shall not
come near to you.

5 “You shall perform the duty of the sanc-
tuary and the duty of the altar, that there
be no more wrath on the children of Israel.
6 Behold, I myself have taken your broth-
ers the Levites from among the children of
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Israel. They are a gift to you, dedicated
to the LORD, to do the service of the Tent
of Meeting. 7 You and your sons with you
shall keep your priesthood for everything
of the altar, and for that within the veil.
You shall serve. I give you the service of
the priesthood as a gift. The stranger who
comes near shall be put to death.”

8 The LORD spoke to Aaron, “Behold, I
myself have given you the command of my
wave offerings, even all the holy things of
the children of Israel. I have given them to
you by reason of the anointing, and to your
sons, as a portion forever. 9 This shall be
yours of the most holy things from the fire:
every offering of theirs, even every meal
offering of theirs, and every sin offering of
theirs, and every trespass offering of theirs,
which they shall render tome, shall bemost
holy for you and for your sons. 10You shall
eat of it like the most holy things. Every
male shall eat of it. It shall be holy to you.

11 “This is yours, too: the wave offering of
their gift, even all the wave offerings of the
children of Israel. I have given them to you,
and toyour sonsand toyourdaughterswith
you, as a portion forever. Everyone who is
clean in your house shall eat of it.

12 “I have given to you all the best of the
oil, all the best of the vintage, and of the
grain, the first fruits of them which they
give to the LORD. 13 The first-ripe fruits of
all that is in their land, which they bring to
the LORD, shall be yours. Everyone who is
clean in your house shall eat of it.

14 “Everything devoted in Israel shall be
yours. 15 Everything that opens the womb,
of all flesh which they offer to the LORD,
both of man and animal, shall be yours.
Nevertheless, you shall surely redeem the
firstborn of man, and you shall redeem
the firstborn of unclean animals. 16 You
shall redeem thosewho are to be redeemed
of them from a month old, according to
your estimation, for five shekels of money,
according to the shekel* of the sanctuary,
which weighs twenty gerahs.†

17 “But you shall not redeem the firstborn
of a cow, or the firstborn of a sheep, or the
firstborn of a goat. They are holy. You
shall sprinkle their blood on the altar, and
shall burn their fat for an offering made
by fire, for a pleasant aroma to the LORD.
18 Their meat shall be yours, as the wave
offering breast and as the right thigh, it
shall be yours. 19 All the wave offerings of
the holy things which the children of Israel
offer to the LORD, I have given you and
your sons and your daughters with you, as

a portion forever. It is a covenant of salt
forever before the LORD to you and to your
offspring with you.”

20 The LORD said to Aaron, “You shall
have no inheritance in their land, neither
shall you have any portion among them.
I am your portion and your inheritance
among the children of Israel.

21 “To the children of Levi, behold, I have
given all the tithe in Israel for an inheri-
tance, in return for their servicewhich they
serve, even the service of the Tent of Meet-
ing. 22 Henceforth the children of Israel
shall not comenear theTent ofMeeting, lest
they bear sin, and die. 23 But the Levites
shall do the service of the Tent of Meeting,
and they shall bear their iniquity. It shall
be a statute forever throughout your gener-
ations. Among the children of Israel, they
shall have no inheritance. 24For the tithe of
the children of Israel, which they offer as a
wave offering to the LORD, I have given to
the Levites for an inheritance. Therefore I
have said to them, ‘Among the children of
Israel they shall have no inheritance.’ ”

25 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
26 “Moreover you shall speak to the Levites,
and tell them, ‘When you take of the chil-
dren of Israel the tithe which I have given
you from them for your inheritance, then
you shall offer up a wave offering of it for
the LORD, a tithe of the tithe. 27 Your wave
offering shall be credited to you, as though
it were the grain of the threshing floor, and
as the fullness of the wine press. 28 Thus
you also shall offer a wave offering to the
LORD of all your tithes, which you receive
of the children of Israel; and of it you shall
give the LORD’s wave offering to Aaron the
priest. 29Out of all your gifts, you shall offer
every wave offering to the LORD, of all its
best parts, even the holy part of it.’

30 “Therefore you shall tell them, ‘When
you heave its best from it, then it shall be
credited to the Levites as the increase of the
threshing floor, and as the increase of the
wine press. 31Youmay eat it anywhere, you
and your households, for it is your reward
in return for your service in the Tent of
Meeting. 32 You shall bear no sin by reason
of it, when you have heaved from it its best.
You shall not profane the holy things of the
children of Israel, that you not die.’ ”

19
1The LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron,

saying, 2“This is the statute of the lawwhich
the LORD has commanded. Tell the chil-
dren of Israel to bring you a redheiferwith-
out spot, in which is no defect, and which

* 18:16 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. † 18:16 A gerah is about 0.5 grams or about 7.7 grains.
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was never yoked. 3 You shall give her to
Eleazar the priest, and he shall bring her
outside of the camp, and one shall kill her
before his face. 4 Eleazar the priest shall
take some of her blood with his finger, and
sprinkle her blood toward the front of the
Tent of Meeting seven times. 5 One shall
burn the heifer in his sight; her skin, and
her meat, and her blood, with her dung,
shall he burn. 6 The priest shall take cedar
wood, hyssop, and scarlet, and cast it into
the middle of the burning of the heifer.
7Then the priest shall wash his clothes, and
he shall bathe his flesh in water, and after-
ward he shall come into the camp, and the
priest shall be unclean until the evening.
8 He who burns her shall wash his clothes
in water, and bathe his flesh in water, and
shall be unclean until the evening.

9 “Aman who is clean shall gather up the
ashes of the heifer, and lay them up outside
of the camp in a clean place; and it shall be
kept for the congregation of the children of
Israel for use in water for cleansing impu-
rity. It is a sin offering. 10 He who gath-
ers the ashes of the heifer shall wash his
clothes, and be unclean until the evening.
It shall be to the children of Israel, and to
the strangerwho lives as a foreigner among
them, for a statute forever.

11 “He who touches the dead body of any
manshall beuncleansevendays. 12Heshall
purify himself with water on the third day,
and on the seventh day he shall be clean;
but if he doesn’t purify himself the third
day, then the seventh day he shall not be
clean. 13 Whoever touches a dead person,
thebodyof amanwhohasdied, anddoesn’t
purify himself, defiles the LORD’s taber-
nacle; and that soul shall be cut off from
Israel; because the water for impurity was
not sprinkled on him, he shall be unclean.
His uncleanness is yet on him.

14 “This is the law when a man dies in
a tent: everyone who comes into the tent,
and everyone who is in the tent, shall be
unclean seven days. 15 Every open vessel,
which has no covering bound on it, is un-
clean.

16 “Whoever in the openfield touches one
who is slainwith a sword, or adeadbody, or
aboneof aman, or a grave, shall beunclean
seven days.

17 “For the unclean, they shall take of the
ashes of the burning of the sin offering;
and runningwater shall be poured on them
in a vessel. 18 A clean person shall take
hyssop, dip it in the water, and sprinkle it
on the tent, onall thevessels, on thepersons
who were there, and on him who touched
the bone, or the slain, or the dead, or the
grave. 19 The clean person shall sprinkle

on the unclean on the third day, and on the
seventh day. On the seventh day, he shall
purify him. He shall wash his clothes and
bathe himself in water, and shall be clean
at evening. 20 But the man who shall be
unclean, and shall not purify himself, that
soul shall be cut off from among the assem-
bly, because he has defiled the sanctuary of
the LORD. The water for impurity has not
been sprinkled on him. He is unclean. 21 It
shall be aperpetual statute to them. Hewho
sprinkles thewater for impurity shall wash
his clothes, and he who touches the water
for impurity shall be unclean until evening.

22 “Whatever the unclean person touches
shall be unclean; and the soul that touches
it shall be unclean until evening.”

20
1 The children of Israel, even the whole

congregation, came into the wilderness of
Zin in the first month. The people stayed in
Kadesh. Miriamdied there, andwas buried
there. 2 There was no water for the con-
gregation; and they assembled themselves
together against Moses and against Aaron.
3 The people quarreled with Moses, and
spoke, saying, “We wish that we had died
when our brothers died before the LORD!
4Why have you brought the LORD’s assem-
bly into this wilderness, that we should die
there, we and our animals? 5Whyhave you
made us to come up out of Egypt, to bring
us in to this evil place? It is no place of seed,
or of figs, or of vines, or of pomegranates;
neither is there any water to drink.”

6 Moses and Aaron went from the pres-
ence of the assembly to the door of the Tent
of Meeting, and fell on their faces. The
LORD’s glory appeared to them. 7The LORD
spoke to Moses, saying, 8 “Take the rod, and
assemble the congregation, you, and Aaron
your brother, and speak to the rock before
their eyes, that it pour out its water. You
shall bring water to them out of the rock;
so you shall give the congregation and their
livestock drink.”

9 Moses took the rod from before the
LORD, as he commanded him. 10 Moses
and Aaron gathered the assembly together
before the rock, and he said to them, “Hear
now, you rebels! Shall we bring water out
of this rock for you?” 11 Moses lifted up
his hand, and struck the rock with his rod
twice, andwater came out abundantly. The
congregation and their livestock drank.

12 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron,
“Because you didn’t believe in me, to sanc-
tify me in the eyes of the children of Israel,
therefore you shall not bring this assembly
into the land which I have given them.”
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13 These are the waters of Meribah;* be-
cause the children of Israel strove with the
LORD, and he was sanctified in them.

14Moses sentmessengers fromKadesh to
the king of Edom, saying:

“Your brother Israel says: You know all
the travail that has happened to us; 15 how
our fathers went down into Egypt, and we
lived in Egypt a long time. The Egyptians
mistreated us and our fathers. 16 When
we cried to the LORD, he heard our voice,
sent an angel, and brought us out of Egypt.
Behold, we are in Kadesh, a city in the edge
of your border.

17 “Please let us pass through your land.
We will not pass through field or through
vineyard, neither will we drink from the
water of the wells. We will go along the
king’s highway. We will not turn away to
the right hand nor to the left, until we have
passed your border.”

18 Edom said to him, “You shall not pass
through me, lest I come out with the sword
against you.”

19 The children of Israel said to him, “We
will go up by the highway; and if we drink
your water, I and my livestock, then I will
give its price. Only let me, without doing
anything else, pass through onmy feet.”

20 He said, “You shall not pass through.”
Edomcameout against himwithmanypeo-
ple, and with a strong hand. 21 Thus Edom
refused to give Israel passage through his
border, so Israel turned away from him.

22 They traveled from Kadesh, and the
children of Israel, even the whole congre-
gation, came to Mount Hor. 23 The LORD
spoke to Moses and Aaron in Mount Hor,
by the border of the land of Edom, saying,
24 “Aaron shall be gathered to his people;
for he shall not enter into the land which I
have given to the childrenof Israel, because
you rebelled against myword at the waters
of Meribah. 25 Take Aaron and Eleazar his
son, andbring themup toMountHor; 26and
strip Aaron of his garments, and put them
onEleazar his son. Aaron shall be gathered,
and shall die there.”

27 Moses did as the LORD commanded.
They went up onto Mount Hor in the sight
of all the congregation. 28 Moses stripped
Aaron of his garments, and put them on
Eleazar his son. Aaron died there on the
topof themountain, andMoses andEleazar
came down from themountain. 29When all
the congregation saw that Aaron was dead,
theywept forAaron thirty days, evenall the
house of Israel.

21
1 The Canaanite, the king of Arad, who

lived in the South, heard that Israel cameby
the way of Atharim. He fought against Is-
rael, and took some of them captive. 2 Israel
vowed a vow to the LORD, and said, “If
you will indeed deliver this people into
my hand, then I will utterly destroy their
cities.” 3 The LORD listened to the voice of
Israel, anddeliveredup theCanaanites; and
theyutterly destroyed themand their cities.
The name of the placewas called Hormah.*

4 They traveled from Mount Hor by the
way to the Red Sea, to go around the land
of Edom. The soul of the people was
very discouraged because of the journey.
5The people spoke against God and against
Moses: “Why have you brought us up out
of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there
is no bread, there is no water, and our soul
loathes this disgusting food!”

6TheLORDsent venomous snakes among
the people, and they bit the people. Many
people of Israel died. 7 The people came
to Moses, and said, “We have sinned, be-
cause we have spoken against the LORD
and against you. Pray to the LORD, that
he take away the serpents from us.” Moses
prayed for the people.

8 The LORD said to Moses, “Make a ven-
omous snake, and set it on a pole. It shall
happen that everyone who is bitten, when
he sees it, shall live.” 9 Moses made a
serpent of bronze, and set it on the pole.
If a serpent had bitten any man, when he
looked at the serpent of bronze, he lived.

10 The children of Israel traveled, and
encamped in Oboth. 11 They traveled from
Oboth, and encamped at Iyeabarim, in
the wilderness which is before Moab, to-
ward the sunrise. 12 From there they trav-
eled, and encamped in the valley of Zered.
13From there they traveled, and encamped
on the other side of the Arnon, which is in
thewilderness that comes out of the border
of the Amorites; for the Arnon is the border
of Moab, between Moab and the Amorites.
14Therefore it is said inTheBookof theWars
of the LORD, “Vaheb in Suphah, the valleys
of the Arnon, 15 the slope of the valleys that
incline toward the dwelling of Ar, leans on
the border of Moab.”

16 From there they traveled to Beer; that
is thewell of which the LORD said toMoses,
“Gather the people together, and I will give
themwater.”

17Then Israel sang this song:
“Spring up, well! Sing to it,

18 the well, which the princes dug,
which the nobles of the people dug,

* 20:13 “Meribah” means “quarreling”. * 21:3 “Hormah” means “destruction”.
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with the scepter, and with their poles.”
Fromthewilderness they traveled toMat-

tanah; 19 and from Mattanah to Nahaliel;
and from Nahaliel to Bamoth; 20 and from
Bamoth to the valley that is in the field of
Moab, to the top of Pisgah, which looks
down on the desert. 21 Israel sent messen-
gers to Sihon king of the Amorites, saying,
22 “Let me pass through your land. We will
not turn away into field or vineyard. We
will not drink of the water of the wells. We
will go by the king’s highway, until we have
passed your border.”

23 Sihon would not allow Israel to pass
through his border, but Sihon gathered all
his people together, andwent out against Is-
rael into thewilderness, and came to Jahaz.
He foughtagainst Israel. 24 Israel struckhim
with the edge of the sword, and possessed
his land from the Arnon to the Jabbok, even
to the children of Ammon; for the border
of the children of Ammon was fortified.
25 Israel took all these cities. Israel lived in
all the cities of the Amorites, in Heshbon,
and in all its villages. 26 For Heshbon was
the city of Sihon the king of the Amorites,
who had fought against the former king of
Moab, and takenall his landout of his hand,
even to the Arnon. 27 Therefore those who
speak in proverbs say,
“Come to Heshbon.

Let the city of Sihon be built and estab-
lished;

28 for a fire has gone out of Heshbon,
a flame from the city of Sihon.

It has devoured Ar of Moab,
The lords of the high places of the
Arnon.

29Woe to you, Moab!
You are undone, people of Chemosh!

He has given his sons as fugitives,
and his daughters into captivity,
to Sihon king of the Amorites.

30We have shot at them.
Heshbon has perished even to Dibon.

We have laid waste even to Nophah,
Which reaches to Medeba.”

31 Thus Israel lived in the land of the
Amorites. 32 Moses sent to spy out Jazer.
They took its villages, and drove out the
Amorites who were there. 33 They turned
and went up by the way of Bashan. Og the
king of Bashan went out against them, he
and all his people, to battle at Edrei.

34 The LORD said to Moses, “Don’t fear
him, for I have delivered him into your
hand, with all his people, and his land. You
shall do to him as you did to Sihon king of
the Amorites, who lived at Heshbon.”

35 So they struck him, with his sons and
allhispeople, until therewerenosurvivors;
and they possessed his land.

22
1 The children of Israel traveled, and en-

camped in the plains of Moab beyond the
Jordan at Jericho. 2Balak the son of Zippor
saw all that Israel had done to the Amor-
ites. 3 Moab was very afraid of the peo-
ple, because they were many. Moab was
distressed because of the children of Israel.
4 Moab said to the elders of Midian, “Now
this multitude will lick up all that is around
us, as the ox licks up the grass of the field.”
Balak the son of Zippor was king of Moab

at that time. 5Hesentmessengers toBalaam
the son of Beor, to Pethor, which is by the
River, to the land of the children of his
people, to call him, saying, “Behold, there
is a people who came out of Egypt. Behold,
they cover the surface of the earth, and they
are staying opposite me. 6Please come now
therefore, and curse this people for me; for
they are too mighty for me. Perhaps I shall
prevail, that wemay strike them, and that I
may drive them out of the land; for I know
that he whom you bless is blessed, and he
whom you curse is cursed.”

7 The elders of Moab and the elders of
Midian departed with the rewards of div-
ination in theirhand. They came toBalaam,
and spoke to him the words of Balak.

8He said to them, “Lodge here this night,
and I will bring you word again, as the
LORD shall speak to me.” The princes of
Moab stayed with Balaam.

9God came toBalaam, and said, “Whoare
these menwith you?”

10 Balaam said to God, “Balak the son
of Zippor, king of Moab, has said to me,
11 ‘Behold, the people that has come out of
Egypt covers the surface of the earth. Now,
come curse them for me. Perhaps I shall be
able to fight against them, and shall drive
them out.’ ”

12 God said to Balaam, “You shall not go
with them. You shall not curse the people,
for they are blessed.”

13 Balaam rose up in the morning, and
said to the princes of Balak, “Go to your
land; for the LORD refuses to permit me to
go with you.”

14 The princes of Moab rose up, and they
went to Balak, and said, “Balaam refuses to
comewith us.”

15 Balak again sent princes, more, and
more honorable than they. 16 They came to
Balaam, and said to him, “Balak the son of
Zippor says, ‘Please let nothing hinder you
fromcoming tome, 17 for Iwill promote you
to very great honor, and whatever you say
to me I will do. Please come therefore, and
curse this people for me.’ ”

18 Balaam answered the servants of
Balak, “If Balak would give me his house
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full of silver and gold, I can’t go beyond
the word of the LORD my God, to do less
or more. 19Now therefore please stay here
tonight as well, that I may know what else
the LORDwill speak to me.”

20God came to Balaam at night, and said
to him, “If the men have come to call you,
rise up, go with them; but only the word
which I speak to you, that you shall do.”

21 Balaam rose up in the morning, and
saddled his donkey, and went with the
princes of Moab. 22God’s anger burned be-
cause hewent; and the LORD’s angel placed
himself in the way as an adversary against
him. Now he was riding on his donkey, and
his two servantswerewith him. 23The don-
key saw the LORD’s angel standing in the
way, with his sword drawn in his hand; and
thedonkey turnedout of the path, andwent
into the field. Balaam struck the donkey, to
turn her into the path. 24 Then the LORD’s
angel stood in a narrow path between the
vineyards, a wall being on this side, and a
wall on that side. 25 The donkey saw the
LORD’s angel, and she thrust herself to the
wall, and crushed Balaam’s foot against the
wall. He struck her again.

26 The LORD’s angel went further, and
stood inanarrowplace,where therewasno
way to turn either to the right handor to the
left. 27 The donkey saw the LORD’s angel,
and she lay down under Balaam. Balaam’s
anger burned, and he struck the donkey
with his staff.

28TheLORDopened themouthof thedon-
key, and she said to Balaam, “What have I
done to you, that you have struck me these
three times?”

29 Balaam said to the donkey, “Because
you have mocked me, I wish there were a
sword in my hand, for now I would have
killed you.”

30 The donkey said to Balaam, “Am I not
your donkey, on which you have ridden all
your life long until today? Was I ever in the
habit of doing so to you?”
He said, “No.”
31Then the LORD opened the eyes of Bal-

aam, and he saw the LORD’s angel standing
in the way, with his sword drawn in his
hand; andhebowedhishead, and fell onhis
face. 32The LORD’s angel said to him, “Why
have you struck your donkey these three
times? Behold, I have come out as an adver-
sary, because your way is perverse before
me. 33 The donkey saw me, and turned
away before me these three times. Unless
she had turned away fromme, surely now I
wouldhavekilledyou, andsavedheralive.”

34 Balaam said to the LORD’s angel, “I
have sinned; for I didn’t know that you

stood in thewayagainstme. Nowtherefore,
if it displeases you, I will go back again.”

35 The LORD’s angel said to Balaam, “Go
with the men; but you shall only speak the
word that I shall speak to you.”
SoBalaamwentwith theprincesofBalak.

36WhenBalakheard thatBalaamhadcome,
hewent out tomeet him to the City ofMoab,
which is on the border of the Arnon, which
is in the utmost part of the border. 37Balak
said to Balaam, “Didn’t I earnestly send for
you to summon you? Why didn’t you come
tome? Am I not able indeed to promote you
to honor?”

38 Balaam said to Balak, “Behold, I have
come to you. Have I now any power at all to
speak anything? I will speak the word that
God puts in mymouth.”

39 Balaam went with Balak, and they
came to Kiriath Huzoth. 40Balak sacrificed
cattle and sheep, and sent to Balaam, and
to the princes who were with him. 41 In the
morning, Balak took Balaam, and brought
him up into the high places of Baal; and he
saw from there part of the people.

23
1Balaam said to Balak, “Build here seven

altars for me, and prepare here seven bulls
and seven rams for me.”

2 Balak did as Balaam had spoken; and
Balak and Balaam offered on every altar
a bull and a ram. 3 Balaam said to Balak,
“Stand by your burnt offering, and I will go.
Perhaps the LORD will come to meet me.
Whatever he showsme I will tell you.”
He went to a bare height. 4God met Bal-

aam, and he said to him, “I have prepared
the sevenaltars, and Ihaveofferedupabull
and a ram on every altar.”

5 The LORD put a word in Balaam’s
mouth, and said, “Return to Balak, and thus
you shall speak.”

6He returned to him, and behold, he was
standing by his burnt offering, he, and all
the princes of Moab. 7He took up his para-
ble, and said,
“From Aram has Balak brought me,

thekingofMoab fromthemountainsof
the East.

Come, curse Jacob for me.
Come, defy Israel.

8 How shall I curse whom God has not
cursed?

How shall I defy whom the LORD has
not defied?

9For from the top of the rocks I see him.
From the hills I see him.

Behold, it is a people that dwells alone,
and shall not be listed among the na-
tions.

10Who can count the dust of Jacob,
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or count the fourth part of Israel?
Let me die the death of the righteous!

Let my last end be like his!”
11 Balak said to Balaam, “What have you

done to me? I took you to curse my ene-
mies, and behold, you have blessed them
altogether.”

12He answered and said, “Must I not take
heed to speak that which the LORD puts in
mymouth?”

13 Balak said to him, “Please come with
me to another place, where you may see
them. You shall see just part of them, and
shall not see them all. Curse them from
there for me.”

14 He took him into the field of Zophim,
to the top of Pisgah, and built seven altars,
and offered up a bull and a ram on every
altar. 15 He said to Balak, “Stand here by
your burnt offering, while I meet God over
there.”

16The LORDmet Balaam, and put a word
in his mouth, and said, “Return to Balak,
and say this.”

17 He came to him, and behold, he was
standing by his burnt offering, and the
princes of Moab with him. Balak said to
him, “What has the LORD spoken?”

18He took up his parable, and said,
“Rise up, Balak, and hear!

Listen to me, you son of Zippor.
19God is not a man, that he should lie,

nor a sonofman, that he should repent.
Has he said, and he won’t do it?

Or has he spoken, and hewon’t make it
good?

20 Behold, I have received a command to
bless.

He has blessed, and I can’t reverse it.
21He has not seen iniquity in Jacob.

Neither has he seen perverseness in
Israel.

The LORD his God is with him.
The shout of a king is among them.

22God brings them out of Egypt.
He has as it were the strength of the
wild ox.

23 Surely there is no enchantment with Ja-
cob;

neither is there any divination with Is-
rael.

Now it shall be said of Jacob and of Israel,
‘What has God done!’

24Behold, a people rises up as a lioness.
As a lion he lifts himself up.

He shall not lie down until he eats of the
prey,

and drinks the blood of the slain.”
25 Balak said to Balaam, “Neither curse

them at all, nor bless them at all.”

26 But Balaam answered Balak, “Didn’t I
tell you, saying, ‘All that the LORD speaks,
that I must do’?”

27Balak said to Balaam, “Come now, I will
take you to another place; perhaps it will
please God that youmay curse them forme
from there.”

28 Balak took Balaam to the top of Peor,
that looks down on the desert. 29 Balaam
said to Balak, “Build seven altars for me
here, and prepare seven bulls and seven
rams for me here.”

30 Balak did as Balaam had said, and of-
fered up a bull and a ram on every altar.

24
1 When Balaam saw that it pleased the

LORD to bless Israel, he didn’t go, as at the
other times, to use divination, but he set his
face toward the wilderness. 2Balaam lifted
up his eyes, and he saw Israel dwelling
according to their tribes; and the Spirit of
God came on him. 3He took up his parable,
and said,
“Balaam the son of Beor says,

the manwhose eyes are open says;
4he says, who hears the words of God,

who sees the vision of the Almighty,
falling down, andhavinghis eyes open:

5How goodly are your tents, Jacob,
and your dwellings, Israel!

6As valleys they are spread out,
as gardens by the riverside,
as aloes which the LORD has planted,
as cedar trees beside the waters.

7Water shall flow from his buckets.
His seed shall be inmanywaters.

His king shall be higher than Agag.
His kingdom shall be exalted.

8God brings him out of Egypt.
He has as it were the strength of the
wild ox.

He shall consume the nations his adver-
saries,

shall break their bones in pieces,
and pierce themwith his arrows.

9He couched, he lay down as a lion,
as a lioness;
who shall rouse him up?

Everyone who blesses you is blessed.
Everyone who curses you is cursed.”

10 Balak’s anger burned against Balaam,
and he struck his hands together. Balak
said to Balaam, “I called you to curse
my enemies, and, behold, you have al-
together blessed them these three times.
11 Therefore, flee to your place, now! I
thought to promote you to great honor; but,
behold, the LORD has kept you back from
honor.”

12 Balaam said to Balak, “Didn’t I also
tell your messengers whom you sent to me,
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saying, 13 ‘If Balak would give me his house
full of silver and gold, I can’t go beyond the
LORD’s word, to do either good or bad from
my own mind. I will say what the LORD
says’? 14 Now, behold, I go to my people.
Come, I will inform you what this people
shall do to your people in the latter days.”

15He took up his parable, and said,
“Balaam the son of Beor says,

the manwhose eyes are open says;
16he says, who hears the words of God,
knows the knowledge of theMost High,
and who sees the vision of the
Almighty,

falling down, andhavinghis eyes open:
17 I see him, but not now.

I see him, but not near.
A star will come out of Jacob.

A scepter will rise out of Israel,
and shall strike through the corners of

Moab,
and crush all the sons of Sheth.

18Edom shall be a possession.
Seir, his enemy, also shall be a posses-
sion,

while Israel does valiantly.
19Out of Jacob shall one have dominion,

and shall destroy the remnant from the
city.”

20 He looked at Amalek, and took up his
parable, and said,
“Amalek was the first of the nations,

but his latter end shall come to destruc-
tion.”

21He looked at the Kenite, and took up his
parable, and said,
“Your dwelling place is strong.

Your nest is set in the rock.
22Nevertheless Kain shall be wasted,

until Asshur carries you away captive.”
23He took up his parable, and said,

“Alas, who shall live when God does this?
24But ships shall come from the coast of
Kittim.

They shall afflict Asshur, and shall afflict
Eber.

He also shall come to destruction.”
25Balaamroseup, andwentandreturned

to his place; and Balak also went his way.

25
1 Israel stayed in Shittim; and the peo-

ple began to play the prostitute with the
daughters of Moab; 2 for they called the
people to the sacrifices of their gods. The
people ate and bowed down to their gods.
3 Israel joined himself to Baal Peor, and the
LORD’s anger burned against Israel. 4 The
LORD said to Moses, “Take all the chiefs of
the people, and hang them up to the LORD
before the sun, that the fierce anger of the
LORDmay turn away from Israel.”

5 Moses said to the judges of Israel, “Ev-
eryone kill his men who have joined them-
selves to Baal Peor.”

6 Behold, one of the children of Israel
came and brought to his brothers a Mid-
ianite woman in the sight of Moses, and
in the sight of all the congregation of the
children of Israel, while theywereweeping
at the door of the Tent of Meeting. 7When
Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of
Aaron the priest, saw it, he rose up from
the middle of the congregation, and took
a spear in his hand. 8 He went after the
man of Israel into the pavilion, and thrust
both of them through, the man of Israel,
and the woman through her body. So the
plague was stopped among the children of
Israel. 9Those who died by the plaguewere
twenty-four thousand.

10 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
11 “Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of
Aaron thepriest, has turnedmywrathaway
from the children of Israel, in that he was
jealous with my jealousy among them, so
that I didn’t consume the children of Israel
in my jealousy. 12 Therefore say, ‘Behold, I
give to himmy covenant of peace. 13 It shall
be to him, and to his offspring after him, the
covenant of an everlasting priesthood, be-
cause he was jealous for his God, andmade
atonement for the children of Israel.’ ”

14Now the name of theman of Israel that
was slain, whowas slainwith theMidianite
woman, was Zimri, the son of Salu, a prince
of a fathers’ house among the Simeonites.
15 The name of the Midianite woman who
was slain was Cozbi, the daughter of Zur.
He was head of the people of a fathers’
house inMidian.

16 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
17 “Harass the Midianites, and strike them;
18 for they harassed you with their wiles,
wherein they have deceived you in themat-
ter of Peor, and in the incident regarding
Cozbi, the daughter of the prince ofMidian,
their sister, who was slain on the day of the
plague in thematter of Peor.”

26
1 After the plague, the LORD spoke to

Moses and to Eleazar the son of Aaron the
priest, saying, 2 “Take a census of all the
congregation of the children of Israel, from
twenty years old and upward, by their fa-
thers’ houses, all who are able to go out
to war in Israel.” 3 Moses and Eleazar
the priest spoke with them in the plains
of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho, saying,
4 “Take a census, from twenty years old and
upward, as the LORD commanded Moses
and the children of Israel.”
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These are thosewho came out of the land
of Egypt. 5 Reuben, the firstborn of Israel;
the sons of Reuben: of Hanoch, the fam-
ily of the Hanochites; of Pallu, the family
of the Palluites; 6 of Hezron, the family of
the Hezronites; of Carmi, the family of the
Carmites. 7 These are the families of the
Reubenites; and those who were counted
of them were forty-three thousand seven
hundred thirty. 8 The son of Pallu: Eliab.
9 The sons of Eliab: Nemuel, Dathan, and
Abiram. These are that Dathan and Abiram
who were called by the congregation, who
rebelled against Moses and against Aaron
in the company of Korah when they re-
belled against the LORD; 10 and the earth
opened its mouth, and swallowed them
up together with Korah when that com-
pany died; at the time the fire devoured
two hundred fifty men, and they became
a sign. 11 Notwithstanding, the sons of
Korah didn’t die. 12 The sons of Simeon
after their families: of Nemuel, the family
of the Nemuelites; of Jamin, the family of
the Jaminites; of Jachin, the family of the
Jachinites; 13of Zerah, the family of the Zer-
ahites; of Shaul, the family of the Shaulites.
14 These are the families of the Simeonites,
twenty-two thousand two hundred. 15 The
sons of Gad after their families: of Zephon,
the family of the Zephonites; of Haggi, the
family of the Haggites; of Shuni, the family
of the Shunites; 16 of Ozni, the family of
the Oznites; of Eri, the family of the Erites;
17 of Arod, the family of the Arodites; of
Areli, the family of the Arelites. 18 These
are the families of the sons of Gad accord-
ing to those who were counted of them,
forty thousand and five hundred. 19 The
sons of Judah: Er and Onan. Er and Onan
died in the land of Canaan. 20 The sons
of Judah after their families were: of She-
lah, the family of the Shelanites; of Perez,
the family of the Perezites; of Zerah, the
family of the Zerahites. 21 The sons of
Perez were: of Hezron, the family of the
Hezronites; of Hamul, the family of the
Hamulites. 22 These are the families of Ju-
dahaccording to thosewhowerecountedof
them, seventy-six thousand five hundred.
23 The sons of Issachar after their families:
of Tola, the family of the Tolaites; of Pu-
vah, the family of the Punites; 24 of Jashub,
the family of the Jashubites; of Shimron,
the family of the Shimronites. 25 These
are the families of Issachar according to
thosewhowere counted of them, sixty-four
thousand three hundred. 26 The sons of
Zebulun after their families: of Sered, the
family of the Seredites; of Elon, the family
of the Elonites; of Jahleel, the family of
the Jahleelites. 27 These are the families

of the Zebulunites according to those who
were counted of them, sixty thousand five
hundred. 28 The sons of Joseph after their
families: Manasseh and Ephraim. 29 The
sons of Manasseh: of Machir, the family
of the Machirites; and Machir became the
father of Gilead; of Gilead, the family of the
Gileadites. 30 These are the sons of Gilead:
of Iezer, the family of the Iezerites; ofHelek,
the family of theHelekites; 31andAsriel, the
family of the Asrielites; and Shechem, the
family of the Shechemites; 32 and Shemida,
the family of the Shemidaites; and Hepher,
the family of the Hepherites. 33Zelophehad
the son of Hepher had no sons, but daugh-
ters: and the names of the daughters of
Zelophehad were Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah,
Milcah, and Tirzah. 34 These are the fami-
lies of Manasseh. Those who were counted
of themwerefifty-two thousand sevenhun-
dred. 35 These are the sons of Ephraim af-
ter their families: of Shuthelah, the family
of the Shuthelahites; of Becher, the fam-
ily of the Becherites; of Tahan, the family
of the Tahanites. 36 These are the sons
of Shuthelah: of Eran, the family of the
Eranites. 37 These are the families of the
sons of Ephraim according to those who
were counted of them, thirty-two thousand
five hundred. These are the sons of Joseph
after their families. 38The sons of Benjamin
after their families: of Bela, the family of
the Belaites; of Ashbel, the family of the
Ashbelites; of Ahiram, the family of the
Ahiramites; 39 of Shephupham, the family
of the Shuphamites; of Hupham, the family
of theHuphamites. 40The sons of Belawere
Ard and Naaman: the family of the Ardites;
and of Naaman, the family of the Naamites.
41 These are the sons of Benjamin after
their families; and thosewhowere counted
of them were forty-five thousand six hun-
dred. 42 These are the sons of Dan after
their families: of Shuham, the family of the
Shuhamites. These are the families of Dan
after their families. 43All the families of the
Shuhamites, according to those who were
counted of them, were sixty-four thousand
four hundred. 44 The sons of Asher after
their families: of Imnah, the family of the
Imnites; of Ishvi, the family of the Ishvites;
of Beriah, the family of the Berites. 45 Of
the sons of Beriah: of Heber, the family of
the Heberites; of Malchiel, the family of the
Malchielites. 46Thenameof thedaughter of
Asher was Serah. 47 These are the families
of the sons of Asher according to those who
were counted of them, fifty-three thousand
four hundred. 48The sons of Naphtali after
their families: of Jahzeel, the family of the
Jahzeelites; of Guni, the family of the Gu-
nites; 49 of Jezer, the family of the Jezerites;
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of Shillem, the family of the Shillemites.
50These are the families of Naphtali accord-
ing to their families; and those who were
counted of them were forty-five thousand
four hundred. 51These are those who were
counted of the children of Israel, six hun-
dred one thousand seven hundred thirty.

52TheLORD spoke toMoses, saying, 53 “To
these the land shall be divided for an inher-
itance according to the number of names.
54 To the more you shall give the more in-
heritance, and to the fewer you shall give
the less inheritance. To everyone according
to those who were counted of him shall his
inheritance be given. 55 Notwithstanding,
the land shall be divided by lot. According
to the names of the tribes of their fathers
they shall inherit. 56 According to the lot
shall their inheritance be divided between
themore and the fewer.”

57 These are those who were counted of
the Levites after their families: of Gershon,
the family of the Gershonites; of Kohath,
the family of the Kohathites; of Merari, the
family of the Merarites. 58 These are the
families of Levi: the family of the Libnites,
the family of the Hebronites, the family of
the Mahlites, the family of the Mushites,
and the family of the Korahites. Kohath
became the father of Amram. 59 The name
of Amram’s wife was Jochebed, the daugh-
ter of Levi, who was born to Levi in Egypt.
She bore to Amram Aaron and Moses, and
Miriam their sister. 60 To Aaron were born
Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar.
61Nadab and Abihu diedwhen they offered
strange fire before the LORD. 62 Those who
were counted of them were twenty-three
thousand, everymale fromamontholdand
upward; for they were not counted among
the children of Israel, because there was
no inheritance given them among the chil-
dren of Israel. 63These are those who were
counted by Moses and Eleazar the priest,
who counted the children of Israel in the
plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho.
64 But among these there was not a man
of them who were counted by Moses and
Aaron the priest, who counted the children
of Israel in thewildernessof Sinai. 65For the
LORD had said of them, “They shall surely
die in the wilderness.” There was not a
man left of them, except Caleb the son of
Jephunneh, and Joshua the son of Nun.

27
1 Then the daughters of Zelophehad, the

son of Hepher, the son of Gilead, the son of
Machir, the son of Manasseh, of the fam-
ilies of Manasseh the son of Joseph came
near. These are the names of his daugh-
ters: Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and

Tirzah. 2 They stood before Moses, before
Eleazar the priest, and before the princes
and all the congregation, at the door of the
Tent of Meeting, saying, 3 “Our father died
in the wilderness. He was not among the
companyof thosewhogathered themselves
together against the LORD in the company
of Korah, but he died in his own sin. He
had no sons. 4 Why should the name of
our father be taken away from among his
family, because he had no son? Give to
us a possession among the brothers of our
father.”

5 Moses brought their cause before the
LORD. 6 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
7 “Thedaughters of Zelophehad speak right.
You shall surely give them a possession of
an inheritance among their father’s broth-
ers. You shall cause the inheritance of their
father to pass to them. 8 You shall speak
to the children of Israel, saying, ‘If a man
dies, and has no son, then you shall cause
his inheritance to pass to his daughter. 9 If
he has no daughter, then you shall give
his inheritance to his brothers. 10 If he
has no brothers, then you shall give his
inheritance to his father’s brothers. 11 If his
father has no brothers, then you shall give
his inheritance to his kinsman who is next
to him of his family, and he shall possess it.
This shall be a statute and ordinance for the
children of Israel, as the LORD commanded
Moses.’ ”

12 The LORD said to Moses, “Go up into
this mountain of Abarim, and see the land
which I have given to the children of Is-
rael. 13 When you have seen it, you also
shall be gathered to your people, as Aaron
your brother was gathered; 14 because in
the strife of the congregation, you rebelled
againstmyword in thewilderness of Zin, to
honorme as holy at the waters before their
eyes.” (These are the waters of Meribah of
Kadesh in the wilderness of Zin.)

15Moses spoke to theLORD, saying, 16“Let
the LORD, the God of the spirits of all
flesh, appoint aman over the congregation,
17 who may go out before them, and who
may come in before them, and who may
lead them out, and whomay bring them in,
that the congregation of the LORD may not
be as sheep which have no shepherd.”

18 The LORD said to Moses, “Take Joshua
the son of Nun, aman inwhom is the Spirit,
and lay your hand on him. 19 Set him be-
fore Eleazar the priest, and before all the
congregation; and commission him in their
sight. 20 You shall give authority to him,
that all the congregation of the children of
Israel may obey. 21 He shall stand before
Eleazar the priest, who shall inquire for
him by the judgment of the Urim before the
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LORD. At his word they shall go out, and at
his word they shall come in, both he and all
the children of Israel with him, even all the
congregation.”

22 Moses did as the LORD commanded
him. He took Joshua, and set him before
Eleazar the priest and before all the con-
gregation. 23He laid his hands on him and
commissioned him, as the LORD spoke by
Moses.

28
1 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

2 “Command the children of Israel, and tell
them, ‘See that you present my offering,
my food for my offerings made by fire,
as a pleasant aroma to me, in their due
season.’ 3 You shall tell them, ‘This is the
offering made by fire which you shall offer
to the LORD:male lambs a year old without
defect, twodaybyday, for a continual burnt
offering. 4 You shall offer the one lamb in
the morning, and you shall offer the other
lamb at evening, 5 with one tenth of an
ephah* of fine flour for a meal offering,
mixed with the fourth part of a hin† of
beaten oil. 6 It is a continual burnt offering
which was ordained in Mount Sinai for a
pleasant aroma, an offeringmade by fire to
the LORD. 7 Its drink offering shall be the
fourth part of a hin‡ for each lamb. You
shall pour out a drink offering of strong
drink to the LORD in the holy place. 8 The
other lamb you shall offer at evening. As
the meal offering of the morning, and as its
drink offering, you shall offer it, an offering
made by fire, for a pleasant aroma to the
LORD.

9 “ ‘On the Sabbath day, you shall offer
two male lambs a year old without defect,
and two tenths of an ephah§offineflour for
ameal offeringmixedwith oil, and its drink
offering: 10 this is the burnt offering of
every Sabbath, in addition to the continual
burnt offering and its drink offering.

11 “ ‘In the beginnings of your months,
you shall offer a burnt offering to the LORD:
two young bulls, one ram, seven male
lambsayearoldwithoutdefect, 12and three
tenths of an ephah* of fine flour for a meal
offering mixed with oil, for each bull; and
two tenth parts of fine flour for a meal
offering mixed with oil, for the one ram;
13 and one tenth part of fine flour mixed
with oil for a meal offering to every lamb,
as a burnt offering of a pleasant aroma, an
offering made by fire to the LORD. 14 Their
drink offerings shall be half a hin of wine

for a bull, the third part of a hin for the
ram, and the fourth part of a hin for a lamb.
This is the burnt offering of every month
throughout the months of the year. 15Also,
onemale goat for a sin offering to the LORD
shall be offered in addition to the continual
burnt offering and its drink offering.

16 “ ‘In the first month, on the fourteenth
day of the month, is the LORD’s Passover.
17 On the fifteenth day of this month shall
be a feast. Unleavened bread shall be eaten
for seven days. 18 In the first day shall be
a holy convocation. You shall do no regu-
lar work, 19 but you shall offer an offering
made by fire, a burnt offering to the LORD:
two young bulls, one ram, and seven male
lambs a year old. They shall be without
defect, 20with theirmeal offering, fine flour
mixed with oil. You shall offer three tenths
for a bull, and two tenths for the ram. 21You
shall offer one tenth for every lamb of the
seven lambs; 22 and one male goat for a
sin offering, to make atonement for you.
23 You shall offer these in addition to the
burntofferingof themorning,which is fora
continual burnt offering. 24 In this way you
shall offer daily, for seven days, the food
of the offering made by fire, of a pleasant
aroma to the LORD. It shall be offered in
addition to the continual burnt offeringand
its drink offering. 25On the seventh day you
shall have a holy convocation. You shall do
no regular work.

26“ ‘Also in thedayof thefirst fruits,when
you offer a new meal offering to the LORD
in your feast ofweeks, you shall have a holy
convocation. You shall do no regular work;
27 but you shall offer a burnt offering for
a pleasant aroma to the LORD: two young
bulls, one ram, seven male lambs a year
old; 28 and their meal offering, fine flour
mixed with oil, three tenths for each bull,
two tenths for the one ram, 29 one tenth
for every lamb of the seven lambs; 30 and
one male goat, to make atonement for you.
31 Besides the continual burnt offering and
its meal offering, you shall offer them and
their drink offerings. See that they are
without defect.

29
1 “ ‘In the seventh month, on the first day

of the month, you shall have a holy convo-
cation; you shall do no regular work. It is
a day of blowing of trumpets to you. 2 You
shall offer a burnt offering for a pleasant
aroma to the LORD: one young bull, one
ram, seven male lambs a year old without

* 28:5 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel † 28:5 A hin is about 6.5 liters or 1.7 gallons. ‡ 28:7

One hin is about 6.5 liters, so 1/4 hin is about 1.6 liters or 1.7 quarts. § 28:9 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of

a bushel * 28:12 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel
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defect; 3 and their meal offering, fine flour
mixedwithoil: three tenths for thebull, two
tenths for the ram, 4and one tenth for every
lamb of the seven lambs; 5 and one male
goat for a sin offering, to make atonement
for you; 6 in addition to the burnt offering
of the newmoonwith itsmeal offering, and
the continual burnt offering with its meal
offering, and their drink offerings, accord-
ing to theirordinance, forapleasantaroma,
an offeringmade by fire to the LORD.

7“ ‘On the tenthdayof this seventhmonth
you shall have a holy convocation. You
shall afflict your souls. You shall do no
kind of work; 8 but you shall offer a burnt
offering to the LORD for a pleasant aroma:
one young bull, one ram, sevenmale lambs
a year old, all without defect; 9 and their
meal offering, fine flour mixed with oil:
three tenths for the bull, two tenths for the
one ram, 10 one tenth for every lamb of
the seven lambs; 11 one male goat for a sin
offering, in addition to the sin offering of
atonement, and the continual burnt offer-
ing, and its meal offering, and their drink
offerings.

12 “ ‘On the fifteenth day of the seventh
month you shall have a holy convocation.
Youshall donoregularwork. Youshall keep
a feast to the LORD seven days. 13You shall
offer a burnt offering, an offering made
by fire, of a pleasant aroma to the LORD:
thirteen young bulls, two rams, fourteen
male lambs a year old, all without defect;
14 and their meal offering, fine flour mixed
with oil: three tenths for every bull of the
thirteen bulls, two tenths for each ram of
the two rams, 15 and one tenth for every
lambof the fourteen lambs; 16andonemale
goat for a sin offering, in addition to the
continual burnt offering, its meal offering,
and its drink offering.

17 “ ‘On the second day you shall offer
twelve young bulls, two rams, and fourteen
male lambsayear oldwithout defect; 18and
their meal offering and their drink offer-
ings for the bulls, for the rams, and for the
lambs, according to their number, after the
ordinance; 19 and one male goat for a sin
offering, in addition to the continual burnt
offering, with its meal offering and their
drink offerings.

20 “ ‘On the third day: eleven bulls, two
rams, fourteen male lambs a year old with-
out defect; 21 and their meal offering and
their drink offerings for the bulls, for the
rams, and for the lambs, according to their
number, after the ordinance; 22 and one
male goat for a sin offering, in addition to
the continual burnt offering, and its meal
offering, and its drink offering.

23“ ‘On the fourthday tenbulls, two rams,
fourteen male lambs a year old without
defect; 24 theirmeal offeringand theirdrink
offerings for the bulls, for the rams, and for
the lambs, according to their number, after
theordinance; 25andonemale goat for a sin
offering; in addition to the continual burnt
offering, its meal offering, and its drink
offering.

26“ ‘On thefifth day: nine bulls, two rams,
fourteen male lambs a year old without
defect; 27 and their meal offering and their
drink offerings for the bulls, for the rams,
and for the lambs, according to their num-
ber, after the ordinance, 28 and one male
goat fora sinoffering, inaddition to the con-
tinual burnt offering, and its meal offering,
and its drink offering.

29 “ ‘On the sixth day: eight bulls, two
rams, fourteen male lambs a year old with-
out defect; 30 and their meal offering and
their drink offerings for the bulls, for the
rams, and for the lambs, according to their
number, after the ordinance, 31 and one
male goat for a sin offering; in addition to
the continual burnt offering, its meal offer-
ing, and the drink offerings of it.

32 “ ‘On the seventh day: seven bulls, two
rams, fourteen male lambs a year old with-
out defect; 33 and their meal offering and
their drink offerings for the bulls, for the
rams, and for the lambs, according to their
number, after the ordinance, 34 and one
male goat for a sin offering; in addition to
the continual burnt offering, its meal offer-
ing, and its drink offering.

35 “ ‘On the eighth day you shall have a
solemn assembly. You shall do no regular
work; 36but you shall offer a burnt offering,
an offering made by fire, a pleasant aroma
to the LORD: one bull, one ram, seven male
lambs a year old without defect; 37 their
meal offering and their drink offerings for
the bull, for the ram, and for the lambs,
shall be according to their number, after
the ordinance, 38 and one male goat for a
sin offering, in addition to the continual
burnt offering, with its meal offering, and
its drink offering.

39 “ ‘You shall offer these to the LORD in
your set feasts—in addition to your vows
and your freewill offerings—for your burnt
offerings, your meal offerings, your drink
offerings, and your peace offerings.’ ”

40 Moses told the children of Israel ac-
cording to all that the LORD commanded
Moses.

30
1 Moses spoke to the heads of the tribes

of the children of Israel, saying, “This is
the thing which the LORD has commanded.
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2 When a man vows a vow to the LORD,
or swears an oath to bind his soul with a
bond, he shall not break his word. He shall
do according to all that proceeds out of his
mouth.

3 “Also, when awoman vows a vow to the
LORD and binds herself by a pledge, being
in her father’s house, in her youth, 4 and
her father hears her vow and her pledge
withwhich she has bound her soul, and her
father says nothing to her, then all her vows
shall stand, and every pledge with which
she has bound her soul shall stand. 5 But
if her father forbids her in the day that he
hears, none of her vows or of her pledges
with which she has bound her soul, shall
stand. The LORD will forgive her, because
her father has forbidden her.

6 “If she has a husband, while her vows
are on her, or the rash utterance of her lips
with which she has bound her soul, 7 and
her husband hears it, and says nothing to
her in theday thathehears it; thenhervows
shall stand, and her pledgeswithwhich she
has bound her soul shall stand. 8 But if
her husband forbids her in the day that he
hears it, then hemakes void her vowwhich
is on her and the rash utterance of her lips,
with which she has bound her soul. The
LORDwill forgive her.

9 “But the vow of a widow, or of her who
is divorced, everything with which she has
bound her soul shall stand against her.

10 “If she vowed in her husband’s house
or bound her soul by a bond with an oath,
11 and her husband heard it, and held his
peace at her and didn’t disallow her, then
all her vows shall stand, and every pledge
with which she bound her soul shall stand.
12 But if her husband made them null and
void in the day that he heard them, then
whatever proceeded out of her lips con-
cerning her vows, or concerning the bond
of her soul, shall not stand. Her husband
hasmade them void. The LORDwill forgive
her. 13Every vow, and every binding oath to
afflict the soul, her husband may establish
it, or her husband may make it void. 14But
if her husband says nothing to her fromday
to day, then he establishes all her vows or
all her pledges which are on her. He has
established them, because he said nothing
to her in the day that he heard them. 15But
if he makes them null and void after he has
heard them, then he shall bear her iniq-
uity.”

16 These are the statutes which the LORD
commandedMoses, between aman and his
wife, between a father and his daughter,
being in her youth, in her father’s house.

31
1 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

2 “Avenge the children of Israel on the
Midianites. Afterward you shall be
gathered to your people.”

3 Moses spoke to the people, saying,
“Arm men from among you for war, that
they may go against Midian, to execute
the LORD’s vengeance on Midian. 4 You
shall send one thousand out of every tribe,
throughout all the tribes of Israel, to the
war.” 5 So there were delivered, out of the
thousands of Israel, a thousand from ev-
ery tribe, twelve thousand armed for war.
6 Moses sent them, one thousand of every
tribe, to the war with Phinehas the son
of Eleazar the priest, to the war, with the
vessels of the sanctuary and the trumpets
for the alarm in his hand. 7 They fought
against Midian, as the LORD commanded
Moses. They killed every male. 8 They
killed the kings of Midian with the rest of
their slain: Evi, Rekem, Zur, Hur, and Reba,
the five kings of Midian. They also killed
Balaam the son of Beor with the sword.
9 The children of Israel took the women of
Midian captivewith their little ones; and all
their livestock, all their flocks, and all their
goods, they took as plunder. 10 All their
cities in the places in which they lived, and
all their encampments, they burned with
fire. 11 They took all the captives, and all
the plunder, both of man and of animal.
12 They brought the captives with the prey
and the plunder, to Moses, and to Eleazar
the priest, and to the congregation of the
children of Israel, to the camp at the plains
ofMoab,which are by the Jordan at Jericho.
13 Moses and Eleazar the priest, with all
the princes of the congregation, went out to
meet them outside of the camp. 14 Moses
was angry with the officers of the army,
the captains of thousands and the captains
of hundreds, who came from the service
of the war. 15 Moses said to them, “Have
you saved all the women alive? 16 Behold,
these caused the children of Israel, through
the counsel of Balaam, to commit trespass
against the LORD in the matter of Peor, and
so the plague was among the congregation
of the LORD. 17 Now therefore kill every
male among the little ones, and kill every
woman who has known man by lying with
him. 18 But all the girls, who have not
known man by lying with him, keep alive
for yourselves.

19 “Encamp outside of the camp for seven
days. Whoever has killed any person,
and whoever has touched any slain, purify
yourselves on the third day and on the sev-
enthday, youandyour captives. 20You shall
purify every garment, and all that is made
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of skin, and all work of goats’ hair, and all
things made of wood.”

21 Eleazar the priest said to the men of
war who went to the battle, “This is the
statute of the lawwhich the LORD has com-
manded Moses. 22 However the gold, and
the silver, the bronze, the iron, the tin, and
the lead, 23 everything that may withstand
the fire, you shall make to go through the
fire, and it shall be clean; nevertheless it
shall be purified with the water for impu-
rity. All that doesn’t withstand the fire you
shall make to go through the water. 24 You
shall wash your clothes on the seventh day,
and you shall be clean. Afterward you shall
come into the camp.”

25 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
26 “Count the plunder that was taken, both
of man and of animal, you, and Eleazar the
priest, and the heads of the fathers’ house-
holds of the congregation; 27 and divide the
plunder into two parts: between the men
skilled in war, who went out to battle, and
all the congregation. 28 Levy a tribute to
the LORD of the men of war who went out
to battle: one soul of five hundred; of the
persons, of the cattle, of the donkeys, and of
theflocks. 29Take it fromtheirhalf, andgive
it to Eleazar the priest, for the LORD’s wave
offering. 30 Of the children of Israel’s half,
you shall take one drawn out of every fifty,
of the persons, of the cattle, of the donkeys,
and of the flocks, of all the livestock, and
give them to the Levites, who perform the
duty of the LORD’s tabernacle.”

31Moses and Eleazar the priest did as the
LORD commandedMoses.

32 Now the plunder, over and above
the booty which the men of war took,
was six hundred seventy-five thousand
sheep, 33 seventy-two thousand head of cat-
tle, 34 sixty-one thousand donkeys, 35 and
thirty-two thousand persons in all, of the
women who had not known man by lying
withhim. 36Thehalf,whichwas theportion
of those who went out to war, was in num-
ber three hundred thirty-seven thousand
five hundred sheep; 37 and the LORD’s trib-
ute of the sheep was six hundred seventy-
five. 38 The cattle were thirty-six thousand,
of which the LORD’s tribute was seventy-
two. 39 The donkeys were thirty thousand
five hundred, of which the LORD’s tribute
was sixty-one. 40 The persons were sixteen
thousand, of whom the LORD’s tribute was
thirty-two persons. 41Moses gave the trib-
ute, whichwas the LORD’swave offering, to
Eleazar thepriest, as theLORDcommanded
Moses. 42 Of the children of Israel’s half,
whichMoses divided off from themenwho

fought 43 (now the congregation’s half was
three hundred thirty-seven thousand five
hundred sheep, 44 thirty-six thousand head
of cattle, 45 thirty thousand five hundred
donkeys, 46 and sixteen thousand persons),
47evenof the childrenof Israel’s half,Moses
took one drawn out of every fifty, both
of man and of animal, and gave them to
the Levites, who performed the duty of
the LORD’s tabernacle, as the LORD com-
mandedMoses.

48 The officers who were over the thou-
sands of the army, the captains of thou-
sands, and the captains of hundreds, came
near to Moses. 49 They said to Moses,
“Your servants have taken the sum of the
men of war who are under our command,
and there lacks not one man of us. 50 We
have brought the LORD’s offering, what
every man found: gold ornaments, arm-
lets, bracelets, signet rings, earrings, and
necklaces, tomake atonement for our souls
before the LORD.”

51Moses and Eleazar the priest took their
gold, even all worked jewels. 52 All the
gold of the wave offering that they offered
up to the LORD, of the captains of thou-
sands, and of the captains of hundreds,
was sixteen thousand seven hundred fifty
shekels.* 53 The men of war had taken
booty, every man for himself. 54 Moses
and Eleazar the priest took the gold of the
captains of thousands andofhundreds, and
brought it into the Tent of Meeting for a
memorial for the children of Israel before
the LORD.

32
1 Now the children of Reuben and the

children of Gad had a very great multitude
of livestock. They saw the land of Jazer, and
the land of Gilead. Behold, the place was a
place for livestock. 2 Then the children of
Gad and the children of Reuben came and
spoke to Moses, and to Eleazar the priest,
and to the princes of the congregation, say-
ing, 3 “Ataroth, Dibon, Jazer, Nimrah, Hesh-
bon, Elealeh, Sebam, Nebo, and Beon, 4 the
landwhich the LORD struck before the con-
gregation of Israel, is a land for livestock;
and your servants have livestock.” 5 They
said, “If we have found favor in your sight,
let this land be given to your servants for a
possession. Don’t bring us over the Jordan.”

6Moses said to the children of Gad, and to
the children of Reuben, “Shall your broth-
ers go to war while you sit here? 7 Why
do you discourage the heart of the chil-
dren of Israel from going over into the land

* 31:52 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 16,750 shekels is about 167.5 kilograms or about 368.5
pounds.
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which the LORD has given them? 8Your fa-
thers did so when I sent them from Kadesh
Barnea to see the land. 9 For when they
went up to the valley of Eshcol, and saw
the land, they discouraged the heart of the
children of Israel, that they should not go
into the land which the LORD had given
them. 10 The LORD’s anger burned in that
day, and he swore, saying, 11 ‘Surely none
of the men who came up out of Egypt,
from twenty years old and upward, shall
see the land which I swore to Abraham,
to Isaac, and to Jacob; because they have
not wholly followedme, 12 except Caleb the
son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite, and Joshua
the son of Nun, because they have followed
the LORD completely.’ 13 The LORD’s anger
burned against Israel, and he made them
wander back and forth in the wilderness
forty years, until all the generation who
had done evil in the LORD’s sight was con-
sumed.

14 “Behold, you have risen up in your
fathers’ place, an increase of sinful men,
to increase the fierce anger of the LORD
toward Israel. 15 For if you turn away from
afterhim,hewill yetagain leave themin the
wilderness; and you will destroy all these
people.”

16 They came near to him, and said, “We
will build sheepfolds here for our livestock,
and cities for our little ones; 17 but we our-
selves will be ready armed to go before the
children of Israel, until we have brought
them to their place. Our little ones shall
dwell in the fortifiedcitiesbecauseof the in-
habitants of the land. 18We will not return
to our houses until the children of Israel
have all received their inheritance. 19 For
we will not inherit with them on the other
side of the Jordan and beyond, because our
inheritance has come to us on this side of
the Jordan eastward.”

20 Moses said to them: “If you will do
this thing, if you will arm yourselves to go
before the LORD to the war, 21 and every
one of your armed men will pass over the
Jordan before the LORD until he has driven
out his enemies from before him, 22 and
the land is subdued before the LORD; then
afterward you shall return, and be clear of
obligation to the LORD and to Israel. Then
this landshall beyourpossessionbefore the
LORD.

23 “But if you will not do so, behold, you
have sinned against the LORD; and be sure
your sin will find you out. 24Build cities for
your little ones, and folds for your sheep;
and do that which has proceeded out of
yourmouth.”

25The children of Gad and the children of
Reuben spoke to Moses, saying, “Your ser-

vants will do as my lord commands. 26Our
little ones, our wives, our flocks, and all
our livestock shall be there in the cities of
Gilead; 27 but your servants will pass over,
everymanwho is armed forwar, before the
LORD to battle, as my lord says.”

28 So Moses commanded concerning
them to Eleazar the priest, and to Joshua
the son of Nun, and to the heads of the
fathers’ households of the tribes of the
children of Israel. 29 Moses said to them,
“If the children of Gad and the children of
Reuben will pass with you over the Jordan,
every man who is armed to battle before
the LORD, and the land is subdued before
you, then you shall give them the land of
Gilead for a possession; 30 but if they will
not pass over with you armed, they shall
have possessions among you in the land of
Canaan.”

31 The children of Gad and the children
of Reuben answered, saying, “As the LORD
has said to your servants, so will we do.
32Wewill pass over armedbefore the LORD
into the land of Canaan, and the possession
of our inheritance shall remain with us be-
yond the Jordan.”

33 Moses gave to them, even to the chil-
dren of Gad, and to the children of Reuben,
and to the half-tribe of Manasseh the son
of Joseph, the kingdom of Sihon king of the
Amorites, and the kingdom of Og king of
Bashan; the land, according to its cities and
borders, even the cities of the surrounding
land. 34 The children of Gad built Dibon,
Ataroth, Aroer, 35 Atroth-shophan, Jazer,
Jogbehah, 36Beth Nimrah, and Beth Haran:
fortified cities and folds for sheep. 37 The
children of Reuben built Heshbon, Elealeh,
Kiriathaim, 38Nebo, and Baal Meon, (their
names being changed), and Sibmah. They
gave other names to the cities which they
built. 39 The children of Machir the son of
Manasseh went to Gilead, took it, and dis-
possessed the Amorites who were therein.
40 Moses gave Gilead to Machir the son of
Manasseh; and he lived therein. 41 Jair the
son of Manasseh went and took its villages,
and called them Havvoth Jair. 42 Nobah
went and took Kenath and its villages, and
called it Nobah, after his own name.

33
1 These are the journeys of the children

of Israel, when they went out of the land
of Egypt by their armies under the hand
of Moses and Aaron. 2 Moses wrote the
starting points of their journeys by the com-
mandment of the LORD. These are their
journeys according to their starting points.
3 They traveled from Rameses in the first
month, on the fifteenth day of the first
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month; on the next day after the Passover,
the children of Israel went out with a high
hand in the sight of all theEgyptians, 4while
the Egyptians were burying all their first-
born, whom the LORD had struck among
them. The LORD also executed judgments
on their gods. 5 The children of Israel
traveled from Rameses, and encamped in
Succoth. 6 They traveled from Succoth,
and encamped in Etham, which is in the
edge of the wilderness. 7 They traveled
from Etham, and turned back to Pihahi-
roth, which is before Baal Zephon, and
they encamped before Migdol. 8 They trav-
eled from before Hahiroth, and crossed
through the middle of the sea into the
wilderness. They went three days’ journey
in the wilderness of Etham, and encamped
in Marah. 9They traveled fromMarah, and
came to Elim. In Elim, there were twelve
springs of water and seventy palm trees,
and they encamped there. 10 They traveled
from Elim, and encamped by the Red Sea.
11 They traveled from the Red Sea, and en-
camped in the wilderness of Sin. 12 They
traveled from the wilderness of Sin, and
encamped in Dophkah. 13 They traveled
from Dophkah, and encamped in Alush.
14They traveled fromAlush, and encamped
in Rephidim, where there was no water for
the people to drink. 15 They traveled from
Rephidim, and encamped in thewilderness
of Sinai. 16 They traveled from the wilder-
ness of Sinai, and encamped in Kibroth
Hattaavah. 17 They traveled from Kibroth
Hattaavah, and encamped in Hazeroth.
18 They traveled from Hazeroth, and en-
camped in Rithmah. 19 They traveled from
Rithmah, and encamped in Rimmon Perez.
20 They traveled from Rimmon Perez, and
encamped in Libnah. 21They traveled from
Libnah, and encamped in Rissah. 22 They
traveled from Rissah, and encamped in
Kehelathah. 23 They traveled from Kehe-
lathah, and encamped in Mount Shepher.
24 They traveled from Mount Shepher, and
encamped in Haradah. 25 They traveled
from Haradah, and encamped in Makh-
eloth. 26 They traveled from Makheloth,
and encamped in Tahath. 27 They trav-
eled from Tahath, and encamped in Terah.
28They traveled fromTerah, and encamped
inMithkah. 29They traveled fromMithkah,
and encamped inHashmonah. 30They trav-
eled from Hashmonah, and encamped in
Moseroth. 31They traveled fromMoseroth,
and encamped inBene Jaakan. 32They trav-
eled from Bene Jaakan, and encamped in
Hor Haggidgad. 33 They traveled from Hor
Haggidgad, and encamped in Jotbathah.
34 They traveled from Jotbathah, and en-
camped in Abronah. 35 They traveled from

Abronah, and encamped in Ezion Geber.
36 They traveled from Ezion Geber, and
encamped at Kadesh in the wilderness of
Zin. 37 They traveled from Kadesh, and
encamped in Mount Hor, in the edge of the
land of Edom. 38 Aaron the priest went up
intoMountHor at the commandment of the
LORD and died there, in the fortieth year
after the children of Israel had come out of
the land of Egypt, in the fifth month, on the
first day of the month. 39 Aaron was one
hundred twenty-three years old when he
died in Mount Hor. 40 The Canaanite king
of Arad, who lived in the South in the land
of Canaan, heard of the coming of the chil-
dren of Israel. 41They traveled fromMount
Hor, and encamped in Zalmonah. 42 They
traveled from Zalmonah, and encamped in
Punon. 43 They traveled from Punon, and
encamped in Oboth. 44 They traveled from
Oboth, and encamped in Iye Abarim, in
the border of Moab. 45 They traveled from
Iyim, and encamped in Dibon Gad. 46 They
traveled fromDibon Gad, and encamped in
Almon Diblathaim. 47 They traveled from
Almon Diblathaim, and encamped in the
mountains of Abarim, before Nebo. 48They
traveled from the mountains of Abarim,
and encamped in the plains of Moab by the
Jordan at Jericho. 49They encamped by the
Jordan, from Beth Jeshimoth even to Abel
Shittim in the plains of Moab. 50 The LORD
spoke to Moses in the plains of Moab by
the Jordan at Jericho, saying, 51 Speak to
the children of Israel, and tell them, “When
you pass over the Jordan into the land of
Canaan, 52 then you shall drive out all the
inhabitants of the land from before you,
destroyall their stone idols, destroyall their
molten images, and demolish all their high
places. 53 You shall take possession of the
land, and dwell therein; for I have given the
land to you to possess it. 54You shall inherit
the land by lot according to your families;
to the larger groups you shall give a larger
inheritance, and to the smaller you shall
give a smaller inheritance. Wherever the
lot falls to any man, that shall be his. You
shall inherit according to the tribes of your
fathers.

55 “But if you do not drive out the inhab-
itants of the land from before you, then
those you let remain of them will be like
pricks inyour eyes and thorns inyour sides.
They will harass you in the land in which
you dwell. 56 It shall happen that as I
thought to do to them, so I will do to you.”

34
1 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

2 “Command the children of Israel, and
tell them, ‘When you come into the land of
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Canaan (this is the land that shall fall to you
for an inheritance, even the land of Canaan
according to its borders), 3 then your south
quarter shall be from the wilderness of
Zin along by the side of Edom, and your
south border shall be from the end of the
Salt Sea eastward. 4 Your border shall turn
about southwardof theascentofAkrabbim,
and pass along to Zin; and it shall pass
southwardofKadeshBarnea; and it shall go
from there to Hazar Addar, and pass along
to Azmon. 5 The border shall turn about
from Azmon to the brook of Egypt, and it
shall end at the sea.

6 “ ‘For thewestern border, you shall have
the great sea and its border. This shall be
your west border.

7 “ ‘This shall be your north border: from
the great sea you shall mark out for your-
selves Mount Hor. 8 From Mount Hor you
shall mark out to the entrance of Hamath;
and the border shall pass by Zedad. 9 Then
the border shall go to Ziphron, and it shall
end at Hazar Enan. This shall be your north
border.

10 “ ‘You shall mark out your east border
from Hazar Enan to Shepham. 11 The bor-
der shall go down from Shepham to Riblah,
on the east side of Ain. The border shall go
down, and shall reach to the side of the sea
of Chinnereth eastward. 12The border shall
go down to the Jordan, and end at the Salt
Sea. This shall be your land according to its
borders around it.’ ”

13 Moses commanded the children of Is-
rael, saying, “This is the land which you
shall inherit by lot, which the LORD has
commanded to give to the nine tribes, and
to the half-tribe; 14 for the tribe of the chil-
dren of Reuben according to their fathers’
houses, the tribe of the children of Gad
according to their fathers’ houses, and the
half-tribe of Manasseh have received their
inheritance. 15 The two tribes and the half-
tribe have received their inheritance be-
yond the Jordan at Jericho eastward, to-
ward the sunrise.”

16 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
17 “These are the names of the men who
shall divide the land to you for inheritance:
Eleazar the priest, and Joshua the son of
Nun. 18 You shall take one prince of every
tribe, to divide the land for inheritance.
19 These are the names of the men: Of the
tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of Jephunneh.
20 Of the tribe of the children of Simeon,
Shemuel the son of Ammihud. 21 Of the
tribe of Benjamin, Elidad the son of Chis-
lon. 22 Of the tribe of the children of Dan

a prince, Bukki the son of Jogli. 23 Of the
children of Joseph: of the tribe of the chil-
dren ofManasseh a prince, Hanniel the son
of Ephod. 24 Of the tribe of the children
of Ephraim a prince, Kemuel the son of
Shiphtan. 25 Of the tribe of the children
of Zebulun a prince, Elizaphan the son of
Parnach. 26 Of the tribe of the children of
Issachar a prince, Paltiel the son of Azzan.
27 Of the tribe of the children of Asher a
prince, Ahihud the son of Shelomi. 28Of the
tribe of the children of Naphtali a prince,
Pedahel the son of Ammihud.” 29These are
theywhom the LORD commanded to divide
the inheritance to the children of Israel in
the land of Canaan.

35
1 The LORD spoke to Moses in the plains

of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho, saying,
2 “Command the children of Israel to give
to the Levites cities to dwell in out of their
inheritance. You shall give pasture lands
for the cities around them to the Levites.
3They shall have the cities to dwell in. Their
pasture lands shall be for their livestock,
and for their possessions, and for all their
animals.

4 “The pasture lands of the cities, which
you shall give to the Levites, shall be from
the wall of the city and outward one thou-
sand cubits* around it. 5 You shall mea-
sure outside of the city for the east side
two thousand cubits, and for the south side
two thousand cubits, and for the west side
two thousand cubits, and for the north side
two thousand cubits, the city being in the
middle. This shall be the pasture lands of
their cities.

6 “The cities which you shall give to the
Levites, they shall be the six cities of refuge,
which you shall give for the man slayer
to flee to. Besides them you shall give
forty-two cities. 7 All the cities which you
shall give to the Levites shall be forty-eight
cities together with their pasture lands.
8Concerning the cities which you shall give
of the possession of the children of Israel,
from the many you shall take many, and
from the few you shall take few. Every-
one according to his inheritance which he
inherits shall give some of his cities to the
Levites.” 9 The LORD spoke to Moses, say-
ing, 10 “Speak to the children of Israel, and
tell them, ‘When you pass over the Jordan
into the land of Canaan, 11 then you shall
appoint for yourselves cities to be cities of
refuge for you, that the man slayer who
kills any person unwittinglymay flee there.
12 The cities shall be for your refuge from

* 35:4 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters.



Numbers 35:13 140 Numbers 36:8

the avenger, that the man slayer not die
until he stands before the congregation for
judgment. 13The cities which you shall give
shall be for you six cities of refuge. 14 You
shall give three cities beyond the Jordan,
and you shall give three cities in the land
of Canaan. They shall be cities of refuge.
15These six cities shall be refuge for the chil-
dren of Israel, for the stranger, and for the
foreigner livingamong them, that everyone
who kills any person unwittingly may flee
there.

16 “ ‘But if he struck him with an instru-
ment of iron, so that he died, he is a mur-
derer. The murderer shall surely be put to
death. 17 If he struck himwith a stone in the
hand, bywhich amanmay die, and he died,
he is amurderer. Themurderer shall surely
be put to death. 18Or if he struck him with
a weapon of wood in the hand, by which a
manmay die, and he died, he is amurderer.
The murderer shall surely be put to death.
19Theavengerofblood shall himself put the
murderer to death. When hemeets him, he
shall put him to death. 20 If he shoved him
out of hatred, or hurled something at him
while lying in wait, so that he died, 21 or in
hostility struck him with his hand, so that
he died, he who struck him shall surely be
put to death. He is amurderer. The avenger
of blood shall put the murderer to death
when hemeets him.

22 “ ‘But if he shoved him suddenly with-
out hostility, or hurled on him anything
without lying in wait, 23 or with any stone,
by which a man may die, not seeing him,
and cast it on him so that he died, and
he was not his enemy and not seeking his
harm, 24 then the congregation shall judge
between the striker and the avenger of
blood according to these ordinances. 25The
congregation shall deliver the man slayer
out of the hand of the avenger of blood, and
the congregation shall restore him to his
city of refuge, where he had fled. He shall
dwell therein until the death of the high
priest, who was anointed with the holy oil.

26 “ ‘But if theman slayer shall at any time
go beyond the border of his city of refuge
where he flees, 27 and the avenger of blood
finds him outside of the border of his city
of refuge, and the avenger of blood kills the
man slayer, he shall not be guilty of blood,
28 because he should have remained in his
city of refuge until the death of the high
priest. But after the death of the high priest,
the man slayer shall return into the land of
his possession.

29 “ ‘These things shall be for a statute and
ordinance to you throughout your genera-
tions in all your dwellings.

30 “ ‘Whoever kills any person, the mur-
derer shall be slain based on the testimony
of witnesses; but one witness shall not tes-
tify aloneagainst anyperson so that hedies.

31 “ ‘Moreover you shall take no ransom
for the life of a murderer who is guilty of
death. He shall surely be put to death.

32“ ‘You shall takeno ransomforhimwho
has fled to his city of refuge, that he may
come again to dwell in the land before the
death of the priest.

33 “ ‘So you shall not pollute the land
where you live; for blood pollutes the land.
No atonement can be made for the land for
the blood that is shed in it, but by the blood
of him who shed it. 34 You shall not defile
the land which you inhabit, where I dwell;
for I, the LORD, dwell among the children of
Israel.’ ”

36
1 The heads of the fathers’ households of

the family of the children of Gilead, the son
of Machir, the son of Manasseh, of the fam-
ilies of the sons of Joseph, came near and
spoke beforeMoses and before the princes,
the heads of the fathers’ households of the
children of Israel. 2 They said, “The LORD
commandedmy lord to give the land for in-
heritance by lot to the children of Israel. My
lord was commanded by the LORD to give
the inheritance of Zelophehad our brother
to his daughters. 3 If they are married to
any of the sons of the other tribes of the
children of Israel, then their inheritance
will be taken away from the inheritance
of our fathers, and will be added to the
inheritance of the tribe to which they shall
belong. So it will be taken away from the
lot of our inheritance. 4 When the jubilee
of the children of Israel comes, then their
inheritancewill beadded to the inheritance
of the tribe to which they shall belong. So
their inheritance will be taken away from
the inheritance of the tribe of our fathers.”

5 Moses commanded the children of Is-
rael according to the LORD’s word, say-
ing, “The tribe of the sons of Joseph speak
what is right. 6 This is the thing which the
LORDcommands concerning thedaughters
ofZelophehad, saying, ‘Let thembemarried
to whom they think best, only they shall
marry into the family of the tribe of their
father. 7 So shall no inheritance of the chil-
dren of Israel move from tribe to tribe; for
the children of Israel shall all keep the in-
heritance of the tribe of his fathers. 8Every
daughter who possesses an inheritance in
any tribe of the children of Israel shall be
wife to one of the family of the tribe of
her father, that the children of Israel may
each possess the inheritance of his fathers.
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9 So shall no inheritance move from one
tribe to another tribe; for the tribes of the
children of Israel shall each keep his own
inheritance.’ ”

10The daughters of Zelophehad did as the
LORD commanded Moses: 11 for Mahlah,
Tirzah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Noah, the
daughters of Zelophehad, were married to
their father’s brothers’ sons. 12 They were
married into the families of the sons of
Manasseh the son of Joseph. Their inheri-
tance remained in the tribe of the family of
their father.

13 These are the commandments and the
ordinances which the LORD commanded
by Moses to the children of Israel in the
plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho.
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The Fifth Book ofMoses,
Commonly Called
Deuteronomy

1These are the words whichMoses spoke
to all Israel beyond the Jordan in thewilder-
ness, in the Arabah opposite Suf, between
Paran, Tophel, Laban, Hazeroth, and Diza-
hab. 2 It is eleven days’ journey fromHoreb
by theway ofMount Seir to Kadesh Barnea.
3 In the fortieth year, in the eleventhmonth,
on the first day of the month, Moses spoke
to the children of Israel according to all that
theLORD*hadgivenhim in commandment
to them, 4 after he had struck Sihon the
king of the Amorites who lived in Hesh-
bon, and Og the king of Bashan who lived
in Ashtaroth, at Edrei. 5 Beyond the Jor-
dan, in the land of Moab, Moses began to
declare this law, saying, 6 “The LORD our
God† spoke to us in Horeb, saying, ‘You
have lived long enough at this mountain.
7 Turn, and take your journey, and go to
the hill country of the Amorites and to all
the places near there: in the Arabah, in the
hill country, in the lowland, in the South, by
the seashore, in the land of the Canaanites,
and in Lebanon as far as the great river, the
river Euphrates. 8 Behold,‡ I have set the
land before you. Go in and possess the land
which the LORD swore to your fathers—to
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob—to give to
them and to their offspring§ after them.’ ”

9 I spoke to you at that time, saying, “I am
not able to bear you myself alone. 10 The
LORD your God has multiplied you, and
behold, you are today as the stars of the
sky for multitude. 11 May the LORD, the
God of your fathers, make you a thousand
times as many as you are and bless you, as
he has promised you! 12How can I myself
alone bear your problems, your burdens,
and your strife? 13 Take wise men of un-
derstandingwhoare respectedamongyour
tribes, and I will make them heads over
you.”

14You answered me, and said, “The thing
which you have spoken is good to do.” 15 So
I took the heads of your tribes, wise and
respected men, and made them heads over
you, captains of thousands, captains ofhun-
dreds, captains of fifties, captains of tens,
and officers, according to your tribes. 16 I
commanded your judges at that time, say-
ing, “Hear cases betweenyourbrothers and

judge righteously between a man and his
brother, and the foreigner who is living
with him. 17 You shall not show partiality
in judgment; you shall hear the small and
the great alike. You shall not be afraid
of the face of man, for the judgment is
God’s. The case that is too hard for you, you
shall bring to me, and I will hear it.” 18 I
commanded you at that time all the things
which you should do. 19We traveled from
Horeb and went through all that great and
terrible wilderness which you saw, by the
way to the hill country of the Amorites, as
the LORD our God commanded us; and we
came to Kadesh Barnea. 20 I said to you,
“You have come to the hill country of the
Amorites, which the LORD our God gives to
us. 21 Behold, the LORD your God has set
the land before you. Go up, take possession,
as the LORD the God of your fathers has
spoken to you. Don’t be afraid, neither be
dismayed.”

22You came near to me, everyone of you,
and said, “Let’s send men before us, that
they may search the land for us, and bring
back to us word of the way by which we
must go up, and the cities to which we shall
come.”

23 The thing pleased me well. I took
twelve of your men, one man for every
tribe. 24 They turned and went up into
the hill country, and came to the valley of
Eshcol, and spied it out. 25 They took some
of the fruit of the land in their hands and
brought it down to us, and brought usword
again, and said, “It is a good land which the
LORD our God gives to us.”

26 Yet you wouldn’t go up, but rebelled
against the commandment of the LORD
your God. 27 You murmured in your tents,
and said, “Because the LORD hated us, he
has brought us out of the land of Egypt, to
deliver us into the hand of the Amorites to
destroy us. 28Where are we going up? Our
brothers havemade our heart melt, saying,
‘The people are greater and taller than we.
The cities are great and fortified up to the
sky. Moreover we have seen the sons of the
Anakim there!’ ”

29 Then I said to you, “Don’t be terrified.
Don’t be afraid of them. 30 The LORD your
God, who goes before you, he will fight for
you, according to all that he did for you
in Egypt before your eyes, 31 and in the
wilderness where you have seen how that
the LORD your God carried you, as a man
carries his son, in all theway that youwent,
until you came to this place.”

* 1:3 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”,
usually pronounced Yahweh). † 1:6 The Hebrew word rendered “God” is “” (Elohim). ‡ 1:8 “Behold”, from “”,
means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection. § 1:8 or, seed
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32 Yet in this thing you didn’t believe the
LORD your God, 33whowent before you on
the way, to seek out a place for you to pitch
your tents in: in fire by night, to show you
bywhatwayyou should go, and in the cloud
by day. 34The LORD heard the voice of your
words and was angry, and swore, saying,
35 “Surely not one of these men of this evil
generation shall see the good land which
I swore to give to your fathers, 36 except
Caleb the son of Jephunneh. He shall see it.
I will give the land that he has trodden on
to him and to his children, because he has
wholly followed the LORD.”

37 Also the LORD was angry with me for
your sakes, saying, “You also shall not go in
there. 38 Joshua the son of Nun, who stands
before you, shall go in there. Encourage
him, for he shall cause Israel to inherit it.
39Moreover your little ones,whomyou said
would be captured or killed, your children,
who today have no knowledge of good or
evil, shall go in there. I will give it to them,
and they shall possess it. 40 But as for you,
turn, and take your journey into thewilder-
ness by the way to the Red Sea.”

41Thenyouansweredandsaid tome, “We
have sinned against the LORD. We will go
up and fight, according to all that the LORD
ourGod commandedus.” Everymanof you
put onhisweaponsofwar, andpresumed to
go up into the hill country.

42The LORD said to me, “Tell them, ‘Don’t
go up and don’t fight; for I am not among
you, lest you be struck before your ene-
mies.’ ”

43 So I spoke to you, and you didn’t listen;
but you rebelledagainst the commandment
of the LORD, and were presumptuous, and
went up into the hill country. 44 The Amor-
ites, who lived in that hill country, came
out against you and chased you as bees do,
and beat you down in Seir, even toHormah.
45You returned and wept before the LORD,
but the LORD didn’t listen to your voice,
nor turn his ear to you. 46 So you stayed
in Kadeshmany days, according to the days
that you remained.

2
1 Then we turned, and took our journey

into the wilderness by the way to the Red
Sea, as the LORD spoke to me; and we en-
circledMount Seir many days.

2 The LORD spoke to me, saying, 3 “You
have encircled this mountain long enough.
Turn northward. 4 Command the people,
saying, ‘You are to pass through the border
of your brothers, the children of Esau, who
dwell in Seir; and theywill be afraid of you.
Therefore be careful. 5Don’t contend with
them; for I will not give you any of their

land, no, not so much as for the sole of the
foot to treadon, because IhavegivenMount
Seir to Esau for a possession. 6 You shall
purchase food from them for money, that
youmay eat. You shall also buy water from
them for money, that youmay drink.’ ”

7 For the LORD your God has blessed you
inall theworkofyourhands. Hehasknown
yourwalking through this greatwilderness.
These forty years, the LORD your God has
been with you. You have lacked nothing.

8 So we passed by from our brothers, the
children of Esau, who dwell in Seir, from
the way of the Arabah from Elath and from
Ezion Geber. We turned and passed by the
way of the wilderness of Moab.

9 The LORD said to me, “Don’t bother
Moab, neither contend with them in battle;
for I will not give you any of his land for a
possession, because I have given Ar to the
children of Lot for a possession.”

10 (The Emim lived there before, a great
and numerous people, and tall as the
Anakim. 11 These also are considered to be
Rephaim, as the Anakim; but the Moabites
call them Emim. 12The Horites also lived in
Seir in thepast, but the childrenofEsau suc-
ceeded them. They destroyed them from
before them, and lived in their place, as Is-
rael did to the land of his possession, which
the LORD gave to them.)

13 “Now rise up and cross over the brook
Zered.” Wewent over the brook Zered.

14 The days in which we came from
Kadesh Barnea until we had come over the
brook Zered were thirty-eight years, until
all the generation of the men of war were
consumed from the middle of the camp, as
the LORD swore to them. 15Moreover the
LORD’s hand was against them, to destroy
them from the middle of the camp, until
they were consumed. 16 So, when all the
men of war were consumed and dead from
among the people, 17 the LORD spoke to
me, saying, 18 “You are to pass over Ar, the
border of Moab, today. 19When you come
near the border of the children of Ammon,
don’t bother them, nor contend with them;
for I will not give you any of the land of
the children of Ammon for a possession,
because I have given it to the childrenof Lot
for a possession.”

20 (That also is considered a land of
Rephaim. Rephaim lived there in the past,
but the Ammonites call themZamzummim,
21 a great people, many, and tall, as the
Anakim; but the LORD destroyed them
from before Israel, and they succeeded
them, and lived in their place, 22 as he did
for the children of Esau who dwell in Seir,
when he destroyed the Horites from before
them; and they succeeded them, and lived
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in their place even to this day. 23 Then the
Avvim, who lived in villages as far as Gaza:
the Caphtorim, who came out of Caphtor,
destroyed them and lived in their place.)

24 “Rise up, take your journey, and pass
over the valley of the Arnon. Behold, I have
given into your hand Sihon the Amorite,
king of Heshbon, and his land; begin to
possess it, and contend with him in battle.
25Today I will begin to put the dread of you
and the fear of you on the peoples who are
under the whole sky, who shall hear the
report of you, and shall tremble and be in
anguish because of you.”

26 I sent messengers out of the wilder-
ness of Kedemoth to Sihon king of Heshbon
withwords of peace, saying, 27 “Letme pass
through your land. I will go along by the
highway. I will turn neither to the right
hand nor to the left. 28 You shall sell me
food for money, that I may eat; and give
me water for money, that I may drink. Just
let me pass through on my feet, 29 as the
children of Esau who dwell in Seir, and the
Moabites who dwell in Ar, did to me, until I
pass over the Jordan into the landwhich the
LORD our God gives us.” 30 But Sihon king
of Heshbon would not let us pass by him,
for the LORD your God hardened his spirit
andmade his heart obstinate, that hemight
deliver him into your hand, as it is today.

31 The LORD said to me, “Behold, I have
begun to deliver up Sihon and his land be-
fore you. Begin to possess, that you may
inherit his land.” 32 Then Sihon came out
against us, he and all his people, to battle
at Jahaz. 33 The LORD our God delivered
him up before us; and we struck him, his
sons, and all his people. 34We took all his
cities at that time, and utterly destroyed
every inhabited city, with the women and
the little ones. We left no one remaining.
35 Only the livestock we took for plunder
for ourselves, with the plunder of the cities
which we had taken. 36 From Aroer, which
is on the edge of the valley of the Arnon,
and the city that is in the valley, even to
Gilead, there was not a city too high for us.
The LORD our God delivered up all before
us. 37 Only to the land of the children of
Ammonyoudidn’t comenear: all the banks
of the river Jabbok, and the cities of the hill
country, and wherever the LORD our God
forbade us.

3
1 Then we turned, and went up the way

to Bashan. Og the king of Bashan came out
against us, he and all his people, to battle at
Edrei. 2 The LORD said to me, “Don’t fear

him; for I have delivered him, with all his
people and his land, into your hand. You
shall do to him as you did to Sihon king of
the Amorites, who lived at Heshbon.”

3So the LORD our God also delivered into
our hand Og, the king of Bashan, and all his
people. We struck him until no onewas left
to him remaining. 4 We took all his cities
at that time. There was not a city which
we didn’t take from them: sixty cities, all
the region of Argob, the kingdom of Og in
Bashan. 5All thesewere cities fortifiedwith
high walls, gates, and bars, in addition to
a great many villages without walls. 6 We
utterly destroyed them, as we did to Sihon
king of Heshbon, utterly destroying every
inhabited city, with the women and the
little ones. 7 But all the livestock, and the
plunder of the cities, we took for plunder
for ourselves. 8 We took the land at that
time out of the hand of the two kings of
the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan,
from the valley of the Arnon to Mount Her-
mon. 9 (The Sidonians call Hermon Sirion,
and the Amorites call it Senir.) 10 We took
all the cities of the plain, and all Gilead, and
all Bashan, to Salecah and Edrei, cities of
the kingdom of Og in Bashan. 11 (For only
Og king of Bashan remained of the rem-
nant of the Rephaim. Behold, his bedstead
was a bedstead of iron. Isn’t it in Rabbah
of the children of Ammon? Nine cubits*
was its length, and four cubits its width,
after the cubit of a man.) 12 This land we
took in possession at that time: from Aroer,
which is by the valley of theArnon, andhalf
the hill country of Gilead with its cities, I
gave to the Reubenites and to the Gadites;
13 and the rest of Gilead, and all Bashan,
the kingdom of Og, I gave to the half-tribe
of Manasseh—all the region of Argob, even
all Bashan. (The same is called the land of
Rephaim. 14 Jair the son of Manasseh took
all the region of Argob, to the border of the
Geshurites and the Maacathites, and called
them, even Bashan, after his own name,
Havvoth Jair, to this day.) 15 I gave Gilead to
Machir. 16 To the Reubenites and to the Ga-
dites I gave from Gilead even to the valley
of the Arnon, the middle of the valley, and
its border, even to the river Jabbok, which
is the border of the children of Ammon;
17 the Arabah also, and the Jordan and its
border, from Chinnereth even to the sea of
the Arabah, the Salt Sea, under the slopes of
Pisgah eastward.

18 I commanded you at that time, saying,
“TheLORDyourGodhasgivenyou this land
to possess it. All of you men of valor shall

* 3:11 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters.
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pass over armed before your brothers, the
children of Israel. 19 But your wives, and
your little ones, and your livestock, (I know
that you have much livestock), shall live in
your cities which I have given you, 20 until
the LORD gives rest to your brothers, as to
you, and they also possess the land which
the LORD your God gives them beyond the
Jordan. Then you shall each return to his
own possession, which I have given you.”

21 I commanded Joshua at that time, say-
ing, “Your eyes have seen all that the LORD
your God has done to these two kings. So
shall theLORDdo toall thekingdomswhere
you go over. 22 You shall not fear them; for
the LORD your God himself fights for you.”

23 I begged GOD at that time, saying,
24“Lord†GOD,youhavebegun to showyour
servant your greatness, and your strong
hand. For what god is there in heaven
or in earth that can do works like yours,
and mighty acts like yours? 25 Please let
me go over and see the good land that is
beyond the Jordan, that finemountain, and
Lebanon.”

26 But the LORD was angry with me be-
cause of you, and didn’t listen to me. The
LORD said tome, “That is enough! Speak no
more tomeof thismatter. 27Goup to the top
of Pisgah, and lift up your eyes westward,
and northward, and southward, and east-
ward, and see with your eyes; for you shall
not go over this Jordan. 28 But commission
Joshua, and encourage him, and strengthen
him; for he shall go over before this people,
and he shall cause them to inherit the land
which you shall see.” 29 So we stayed in the
valley near Beth Peor.

4
1 Now, Israel, listen to the statutes and

to the ordinances which I teach you, to
do them, that you may live and go in and
possess the land which the LORD, the God
of your fathers, gives you. 2 You shall not
add to the word which I command you,
neither shall you takeaway fromit, that you
may keep the commandments of the LORD
your God which I command you. 3 Your
eyes have seen what the LORD did because
of Baal Peor; for the LORD your God has
destroyed all the men who followed Baal
Peor from among you. 4But you who were
faithful to the LORD your God are all alive
today. 5 Behold, I have taught you statutes
and ordinances, even as the LORD my God
commanded me, that you should do so in
the middle of the land where you go in to
possess it. 6Keep therefore anddo them; for

this is your wisdom and your understand-
ing in the sightof thepeopleswhoshall hear
all these statutes and say, “Surely this great
nation is awise andunderstandingpeople.”
7 For what great nation is there that has a
god so near to them as the LORD our God
is whenever we call on him? 8What great
nation is there that has statutes and ordi-
nances so righteous as all this law which I
set before you today?

9 Only be careful, and keep your soul
diligently, lest you forget the things which
your eyes saw, and lest they depart from
yourheart all thedaysof your life; butmake
themknown to your children andyour chil-
dren’s children— 10 the day that you stood
before the LORD your God in Horeb, when
the LORD said to me, “Assemble the peo-
ple to me, and I will make them hear my
words, that they may learn to fear me all
the days that they live on the earth, and
that they may teach their children.” 11 You
came near and stood under the mountain.
Themountain burnedwith fire to the heart
of the sky, with darkness, cloud, and thick
darkness. 12 The LORD spoke to you out of
themiddleof thefire: youheard thevoiceof
words, but yousawno form; youonlyheard
a voice. 13He declared to you his covenant,
whichhe commandedyou to perform, even
the ten commandments. He wrote them on
two stone tablets. 14The LORD commanded
me at that time to teach you statutes and
ordinances, that you might do them in the
land where you go over to possess it. 15 Be
very careful, for you saw no kind of form
on the day that the LORD spoke to you in
Horeb out of the middle of the fire, 16 lest
you corrupt yourselves, and make yourself
a carved image in the formofanyfigure, the
likeness ofmale or female, 17 the likeness of
any animal that is on the earth, the likeness
of any winged bird that flies in the sky,
18 the likenessof anything that creepson the
ground, the likeness of anyfish that is in the
water under the earth; 19 and lest you lift
up your eyes to the sky, and when you see
the sun and the moon and the stars, even
all the army of the sky, you are drawn away
and worship them, and serve them, which
the LORD your God has allotted to all the
peoples under the whole sky. 20 But the
LORD has taken you, and brought you out
of the iron furnace, out of Egypt, to be to
him a people of inheritance, as it is today.
21 Furthermore the LORD was angry with
me for your sakes, and swore that I should
not go over the Jordan, and that I shouldnot
go in to that good landwhich theLORDyour
God gives you for an inheritance; 22 but I

† 3:24 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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must die in this land. I must not go over the
Jordan, but you shall go over and possess
that good land. 23Be careful, lest you forget
the covenant of the LORD your God, which
he made with you, and make yourselves
a carved image in the form of anything
which the LORD your God has forbidden
you. 24 For the LORD your God is a devour-
ing fire, a jealous God. 25When you father
children and children’s children, and you
have been long in the land, and then cor-
rupt yourselves, and make a carved image
in the formofanything, anddo thatwhich is
evil in theLORDyourGod’s sight to provoke
him to anger, 26 I call heaven and earth
to witness against you today, that you will
soon utterly perish from off the land which
yougoover the Jordan topossess it. Youwill
not prolong your days on it, but will utterly
be destroyed. 27 The LORD will scatter you
among the peoples, and youwill be left few
in number among the nations where the
LORD will lead you away. 28 There you
will serve gods, the work of men’s hands,
wood and stone, which neither see, nor
hear, nor eat, nor smell. 29 But from there
you shall seek the LORD your God, and you
will find him when you search after him
with all your heart and with all your soul.
30Whenyouare inoppression, andall these
things have come on you, in the latter days
you shall return to the LORD your God and
listen to his voice. 31For the LORD your God
is a merciful God. He will not fail you nor
destroyyou, nor forget the covenantof your
fathers which he swore to them. 32 For ask
now of the days that are past, which were
before you, since the day that God created
man on the earth, and from the one end
of the sky to the other, whether there has
been anything as great as this thing is, or
has been heard like it? 33Did a people ever
hear the voice of God speaking out of the
middle of the fire, as you have heard, and
live? 34 Or has God tried to go and take
a nation for himself from among another
nation, by trials, by signs, by wonders, by
war, by a mighty hand, by an outstretched
arm, and by great terrors, according to all
that the LORDyourGoddid for you in Egypt
before your eyes? 35 It was shown to you
so that you might know that the LORD is
God. There is no one else besides him.
36 Out of heaven he made you to hear his
voice, that he might instruct you. On earth
he made you to see his great fire; and you
heardhiswordsoutof themiddleof thefire.
37Because he loved your fathers, therefore
he chose their offspring after them, and
brought you out with his presence, with
his great power, out of Egypt; 38 to drive
out nations from before you greater and

mightier than you, to bring you in, to give
you their land for an inheritance, as it is
today. 39 Know therefore today, and take
it to heart, that the LORD himself is God
in heaven above and on the earth beneath.
There is no one else. 40 You shall keep his
statutes and his commandments which I
command you today, that it may go well
with you and with your children after you,
and that you may prolong your days in the
landwhich theLORDyourGodgivesyou for
all time.

41 Then Moses set apart three cities be-
yond the Jordan toward the sunrise, 42 that
the man slayer might flee there, who kills
his neighbor unintentionally and didn’t
hate him in time past, and that fleeing to
one of these cities he might live: 43 Bezer
in the wilderness, in the plain country, for
the Reubenites; and Ramoth in Gilead for
the Gadites; and Golan in Bashan for the
Manassites.

44 This is the law which Moses set be-
fore the children of Israel. 45 These are
the testimonies, and the statutes, and the
ordinances which Moses spoke to the chil-
dren of Israel when they came out of Egypt,
46 beyond the Jordan, in the valley oppo-
site Beth Peor, in the land of Sihon king of
the Amorites, who lived at Heshbon, whom
Moses and the children of Israel struck
when they came out of Egypt. 47 They took
possession of his land and the land of Og
king of Bashan, the two kings of the Amor-
ites, who were beyond the Jordan toward
the sunrise; 48 from Aroer, which is on the
edge of the valley of the Arnon, even to
Mount Zion (also called Hermon), 49 and all
the Arabah beyond the Jordan eastward,
even to the sea of the Arabah, under the
slopes of Pisgah.

5
1 Moses called to all Israel, and said to

them, “Hear, Israel, the statutes and the
ordinances which I speak in your ears to-
day, that you may learn them, and observe
to do them.” 2 The LORD our God made
a covenant with us in Horeb. 3 The LORD
didn’t make this covenant with our fathers,
but with us, even us, who are all of us here
alive today. 4The LORD spokewith you face
to face on the mountain out of the middle
of the fire, 5 (I stood between the LORD and
you at that time, to show you the LORD’s
word; for you were afraid because of the
fire, and didn’t go up onto the mountain)
saying,
6 “I am the LORD your God, who brought
youout of the landofEgypt, out of thehouse
of bondage.

7“You shall havenoother godsbeforeme.
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8 “You shall not make a carved image for
yourself—any likeness of what is in heaven
above, or what is in the earth beneath, or
that is in the water under the earth. 9 You
shall not bow yourself down to them, nor
serve them, for I, the LORD your God, am
a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the
fathers on the children and on the third
and on the fourth generation of those who
hate me 10 and showing loving kindness to
thousands of those who love me and keep
my commandments.

11 “You shall not misuse the name of the
LORD* your God;† for the LORD will not
hold him guiltless whomisuses his name.

12 “Observe the Sabbath day, to keep it
holy, as the LORD your God commanded
you. 13 You shall labor six days, and do
all your work; 14 but the seventh day is a
Sabbath to the LORD your God, in which
you shall not do anywork—neither you, nor
your son, nor your daughter, nor yourmale
servant, nor your female servant, nor your
ox, nor your donkey, nor any of your live-
stock, nor your strangerwho is within your
gates; that your male servant and your fe-
male servantmay rest aswell as you. 15You
shall remember that you were a servant in
the land of Egypt, and the LORD your God
brought you out of there by a mighty hand
and by an outstretched arm. Therefore the
LORD your God commanded you to keep
the Sabbath day.

16 “Honor your father and your mother,
as the LORD your God commanded you,
that your days may be long and that it may
gowellwithyou in the landwhich theLORD
your God gives you.

17 “You shall not murder.
18 “You shall not commit adultery.
19 “You shall not steal.
20 “You shall not give false testimony

against your neighbor.
21 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s

wife. Neither shall you desire your neigh-
bor’s house, his field, or hismale servant, or
his female servant, his ox, or his donkey, or
anything that is your neighbor’s.”

22TheLORD spoke thesewords to all your
assemblyon themountainoutof themiddle
of the fire, of the cloud, and of the thick
darkness, with a great voice. He added no
more. He wrote them on two stone tablets,
and gave them to me. 23 When you heard
the voice out of the middle of the darkness,
while the mountain was burning with fire,
you came near to me, even all the heads
of your tribes, and your elders; 24 and you
said, “Behold, the LORD our God has shown

us his glory and his greatness, and we have
heard his voice out of themiddle of the fire.
We have seen today that God does speak
with man, and he lives. 25 Now therefore,
why should we die? For this great fire will
consume us. If we hear the LORD our God’s
voice any more, then we shall die. 26 For
who is there of all flesh who has heard the
voice of the living God speaking out of the
middle of the fire, as we have, and lived?
27 Go near, and hear all that the LORD our
God shall say, and tell us all that the LORD
our God tells you; and we will hear it, and
do it.”

28 The LORD heard the voice of your
wordswhenyou spoke tome; and theLORD
said to me, “I have heard the voice of the
words of this people which they have spo-
ken to you. They havewell said all that they
have spoken. 29 Oh that there were such a
heart in them that they would fear me and
keep all my commandments always, that
it might be well with them and with their
children forever!

30 “Go tell them, ‘Return to your tents.’
31 But as for you, stand here by me, and
I will tell you all the commandments, and
the statutes, and the ordinances, which you
shall teach them, that they may do them in
the land which I give them to possess.”

32You shall observe to do therefore as the
LORD your God has commanded you. You
shall not turn away to the right hand or to
the left. 33 You shall walk in all the way
which the LORD your God has commanded
you, that you may live and that it may be
well with you, and that you may prolong
your days in the land which you shall pos-
sess.

6
1Now these are the commandments, the

statutes, and the ordinances, which the
LORD your God commanded to teach you,
that youmight do them in the land that you
go over to possess; 2 that you might fear
the LORD your God, to keep all his statutes
and his commandments, which I command
you—you, your son, and your son’s son, all
thedaysof your life; and that yourdaysmay
be prolonged. 3Hear therefore, Israel, and
observe to do it, that it may be well with
you, and that you may increase mightily,
as the LORD, the God of your fathers, has
promised toyou, ina landflowingwithmilk
and honey.

4Hear, Israel: The LORD is our God. The
LORD is one. 5You shall love the LORD your
God with all your heart, with all your soul,

* 5:11 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short
form יה Yah. † 5:11 or, You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain;
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and with all your might. 6 These words,
which I command you today, shall be on
your heart; 7 and you shall teach them dili-
gently to your children, and shall talk of
themwhen you sit in your house, andwhen
you walk by the way, and when you lie
down, and when you rise up. 8 You shall
bind them for a sign on your hand, and they
shall be for frontlets between your eyes.
9 You shall write them on the door posts of
your house and on your gates.

10 It shall be, when the LORD your God
brings you into the land which he swore
to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and
to Jacob, to give you, great and goodly
cities which you didn’t build, 11 and houses
full of all good things which you didn’t
fill, and cisterns dug out which you didn’t
dig, vineyards and olive trees which you
didn’t plant, and you shall eat and be full;
12 then beware lest you forget the LORD,
who brought you out of the land of Egypt,
out of the house of bondage. 13 You shall
fear theLORDyourGod; andyoushall serve
him, and shall swear by his name. 14 You
shall not go after other gods, of the gods of
the peoples who are around you, 15 for the
LORD yourGod among you is a jealous God,
lest the anger of the LORD your God be kin-
dled against you, and he destroy you from
off the face of the earth. 16 You shall not
tempt the LORD your God, as you tempted
him in Massah. 17 You shall diligently keep
the commandments of the LORD your God,
and his testimonies, and his statutes, which
he has commanded you. 18You shall do that
which is right and good in the LORD’s sight,
that it may be well with you and that you
may go in and possess the good land which
the LORD swore to your fathers, 19 to thrust
out all your enemies frombefore you, as the
LORD has spoken.

20 When your son asks you in time to
come, saying, “What do the testimonies,
the statutes, and the ordinances, which
the LORD our God has commanded you
mean?” 21 then you shall tell your son,
“We were Pharaoh’s slaves in Egypt. The
LORDbrought us out of Egyptwith amighty
hand; 22 and the LORD showed great and
awesome signs and wonders on Egypt, on
Pharaoh, and on all his house, before our
eyes; 23 and he brought us out from there,
that hemight bring us in, to give us the land
which he swore to our fathers. 24The LORD
commanded us to do all these statutes, to
fear theLORDourGod, for our goodalways,
that he might preserve us alive, as we are
today. 25 It shall be righteousness to us, if
we observe to do all these commandments
before the LORD our God, as he has com-
manded us.”

7
1 When the LORD your God brings you

into the land where you go to possess it,
and casts out many nations before you—
the Hittite, the Girgashite, the Amorite, the
Canaanite, the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the
Jebusite—seven nations greater and might-
ier thanyou; 2andwhen theLORDyourGod
delivers themup before you, and you strike
them, then you shall utterly destroy them.
You shall make no covenant with them, nor
show mercy to them. 3 You shall not make
marriages with them. You shall not give
your daughter to his son, nor shall you take
his daughter for your son. 4 For that would
turn away your sons from following me,
that they may serve other gods. So the
LORD’sangerwouldbekindledagainst you,
and he would destroy you quickly. 5 But
you shall deal with them like this: you shall
break down their altars, dash their pillars
in pieces, cut down their Asherah poles,
and burn their engraved images with fire.
6 For you are a holy people to the LORD
your God. The LORD your God has chosen
you to be a people for his own possession,
above all peoples who are on the face of
the earth. 7 The LORD didn’t set his love
on you nor choose you, because you were
more in number than any people; for you
were the fewest of all peoples; 8but because
the LORD loves you, and because he desires
to keep the oath which he swore to your
fathers, the LORD has brought you out with
a mighty hand and redeemed you out of
the house of bondage, from the hand of
Pharaoh king of Egypt. 9 Know therefore
that the LORD your God himself is God,
the faithful God, who keeps covenant and
loving kindness to a thousand generations
with those who love him and keep his com-
mandments, 10 and repays those who hate
him to their face, to destroy them. He will
not be slack to him who hates him. He will
repay him to his face. 11You shall therefore
keep the commandments, the statutes, and
the ordinances which I command you to-
day, to do them. 12 It shall happen, because
you listen to these ordinances and keep
and do them, that the LORD your God will
keep with you the covenant and the loving
kindness which he swore to your fathers.
13He will love you, bless you, and multiply
you. Hewill also bless the fruit of your body
and the fruit of your ground, your grainand
your new wine and your oil, the increase
of your livestock and the young of your
flock, in the land which he swore to your
fathers to give you. 14 You will be blessed
above all peoples. There won’t be male or
female barren among you, or among your
livestock. 15 The LORD will take away from
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you all sickness; and hewill put none of the
evil diseases of Egypt, which you know, on
you, but will lay them on all those who hate
you. 16 You shall consume all the peoples
whom the LORD your God shall deliver to
you. Your eye shall not pity them. You shall
not serve their gods; for that would be a
snare to you. 17 If you shall say in your
heart, “These nations are more than I; how
can I dispossess them?” 18 you shall not be
afraid of them. You shall remember well
what the LORD your God did to Pharaoh
and to all Egypt: 19 the great trials which
your eyes saw, the signs, the wonders, the
mighty hand, and the outstretched arm, by
which the LORD your God brought you out.
So shall theLORDyourGoddo to all thepeo-
ples of whom you are afraid. 20Moreover
the LORD your God will send the hornet
among them, until those who are left, and
hide themselves, perish from before you.
21 You shall not be scared of them; for the
LORD your God is among you, a great and
awesome God. 22 The LORD your God will
cast out those nations before you little by
little. You may not consume them at once,
lest the animals of the field increase on you.
23But the LORD your God will deliver them
up before you, and will confuse them with
a great confusion, until they are destroyed.
24Hewill deliver their kings into yourhand,
and you shall make their name perish from
under the sky. No one will be able to stand
before you until you have destroyed them.
25 You shall burn the engraved images of
their gods with fire. You shall not covet the
silver or the gold that is on them, nor take
it for yourself, lest you be snared in it; for
it is an abomination to the LORD your God.
26 You shall not bring an abomination into
yourhouseandbecomeadevoted thing like
it. You shall utterly detest it. You shall
utterly abhor it; for it is a devoted thing.

8
1 You shall observe to do all the com-

mandments which I command you today,
that you may live, and multiply, and go in
andpossess the landwhich theLORDswore
to your fathers. 2 You shall remember all
the way which the LORD your God has led
you these forty years in the wilderness,
that he might humble you, to test you, to
knowwhat was in your heart, whether you
would keep his commandments or not. 3He
humbled you, allowed you to be hungry,
and fed you with manna, which you didn’t
know, neither did your fathers know, that
he might teach you that man does not live
by bread only, but man lives by every word
that proceeds out of the LORD’s mouth.

4 Your clothing didn’t grow old on you, nei-
ther did your foot swell, these forty years.
5 You shall consider in your heart that as a
man disciplines his son, so the LORD your
God disciplines you. 6 You shall keep the
commandments of the LORD your God, to
walk in his ways, and to fear him. 7 For
the LORD your God brings you into a good
land, a land of brooks of water, of springs,
and underground water flowing into val-
leys and hills; 8 a land of wheat, barley,
vines, fig trees, andpomegranates; a landof
olive trees and honey; 9a land inwhich you
shall eat bread without scarcity, you shall
not lack anything in it; a land whose stones
are iron, and out ofwhose hills youmay dig
copper. 10You shall eat and be full, and you
shall bless the LORD your God for the good
land which he has given you.

11 Beware lest you forget the LORD your
God, in not keeping his commandments,
his ordinances, and his statutes, which I
command you today; 12 lest, when you
have eaten and are full, and have built fine
houses and lived in them; 13andwhen your
herds and your flocks multiply, and your
silver and your gold is multiplied, and all
that you have is multiplied; 14 then your
heart might be lifted up, and you forget the
LORDyourGod,whobrought you out of the
land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage;
15who led you through the great and terri-
ble wilderness, with venomous snakes and
scorpions, and thirsty ground where there
was no water; who poured water for you
out of the rock of flint; 16who fed you in the
wildernesswithmanna,whichyour fathers
didn’t know, that hemight humble you, and
that he might prove you, to do you good at
your latter end; 17 and lest you say in your
heart, “Mypower and themight ofmyhand
has gotten me this wealth.” 18But you shall
remember the LORD your God, for it is he
who gives you power to get wealth, that he
may establish his covenant which he swore
to your fathers, as it is today.

19 It shall be, if you shall forget the LORD
your God, and walk after other gods, and
serve them and worship them, I testify
against you today that you shall surely per-
ish. 20As the nations that the LORD makes
to perish before you, so you shall perish,
because you wouldn’t listen to the LORD
your God’s voice.

9
1 Hear, Israel! You are to pass over the

Jordan today, to go in to dispossess nations
greater and mightier than yourself, cities
great and fortified up to the sky, 2 a peo-
ple great and tall, the sons of the Anakim,
whom you know, and of whom you have
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heard say, “Who can stand before the sons
of Anak?” 3 Know therefore today that the
LORD your God is he who goes over before
you as a devouring fire. He will destroy
them and he will bring them down before
you. So you shall drive them out and make
them perish quickly, as the LORD has spo-
ken to you.

4Don’t say in your heart, after the LORD
your God has thrust them out from before
you, “For my righteousness the LORD has
broughtme in topossess this land;”because
the LORD drives them out before you be-
cause of the wickedness of these nations.
5 Not for your righteousness or for the up-
rightness of your heart do you go in to
possess their land; but for the wickedness
of these nations the LORD your God does
drive them out from before you, and that
he may establish the word which the LORD
swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac,
and to Jacob. 6 Know therefore that the
LORD your God doesn’t give you this good
land to possess for your righteousness, for
you are a stiff-necked people. 7 Remember,
and don’t forget, how you provoked the
LORD your God to wrath in the wilderness.
From the day that you left the land of Egypt
until you came to this place, you have been
rebellious against the LORD. 8Also inHoreb
you provoked the LORD to wrath, and the
LORD was angry with you to destroy you.
9 When I had gone up onto the mountain
to receive the stone tablets, even the tablets
of the covenant which the LORDmadewith
you, then I stayed on the mountain forty
days and forty nights. I neither ate bread
nor drank water. 10 The LORD delivered to
me the two stone tablets written with God’s
finger. On them were all the words which
the LORD spoke with you on the mountain
out of themiddle of the fire in the day of the
assembly.

11 It came to pass at the end of forty
days and forty nights that the LORD gave
me the two stone tablets, even the tablets
of the covenant. 12 The LORD said to me,
“Arise, get down quickly from here; for
your people whom you have brought out
of Egypt have corrupted themselves. They
have quickly turned away from the way
which I commanded them. Theyhavemade
amolten image for themselves!”

13 Furthermore the LORD spoke to me,
saying, “I have seen these people, and
behold, they are a stiff-necked people.
14Leaveme alone, that I may destroy them,
andblot out their name fromunder the sky;
and Iwillmakeofyouanationmightierand
greater than they.”

15 So I turned and came down from the
mountain, and the mountain was burning

with fire. The two tablets of the covenant
were in my two hands. 16 I looked, and be-
hold, youhad sinnedagainst theLORDyour
God. You had made yourselves a molded
calf. You had quickly turned away from
the way which the LORD had commanded
you. 17 I took hold of the two tablets, and
threw themout ofmy twohands, and broke
them before your eyes. 18 I fell down be-
fore the LORD, as at the first, forty days
and forty nights. I neither ate bread nor
drank water, because of all your sin which
you sinned, in doing that which was evil in
the LORD’s sight, to provoke him to anger.
19 For I was afraid of the anger and hot
displeasure with which the LORD was an-
gry against you to destroy you. But the
LORD listened to me that time also. 20 The
LORD was angry enough with Aaron to
destroy him. I prayed for Aaron also at
the same time. 21 I took your sin, the calf
which you had made, and burned it with
fire, and crushed it, grinding it very small,
until it was as fine as dust. I threw its
dust into the brook that descended out of
the mountain. 22 At Taberah, at Massah,
and at KibrothHattaavah you provoked the
LORD to wrath. 23When the LORD sent you
from Kadesh Barnea, saying, “Go up and
possess the land which I have given you,”
you rebelled against the commandment of
the LORD your God, and you didn’t believe
him or listen to his voice. 24 You have been
rebellious against the LORD from the day
that I knew you. 25 So I fell down before the
LORD the forty days and forty nights that
I fell down, because the LORD had said he
would destroy you. 26 I prayed to the LORD,
and said, “Lord GOD, don’t destroy your
people and your inheritance that you have
redeemed through your greatness, that you
have brought out of Egypt with a mighty
hand. 27 Remember your servants, Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob. Don’t look at the
stubbornness of this people, nor at their
wickedness, nor at their sin, 28 lest the land
you brought us out from say, ‘Because the
LORD was not able to bring them into the
land which he promised to them, and be-
cause he hated them, he has brought them
out to kill them in the wilderness.’ 29 Yet
they are your people and your inheritance,
which you brought out by your great power
and by your outstretched arm.”

10
1 At that time the LORD said to me, “Cut

two stone tablets like the first, and come up
to me onto the mountain, and make an ark
of wood. 2 I will write on the tablets the
words that were on the first tablets which
you broke, and you shall put them in the
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ark.” 3 So I made an ark of acacia wood,
and cut two stone tablets like the first, and
went up onto themountain, having the two
tablets in my hand. 4 He wrote on the
tablets, according to the first writing, the
ten commandments,which theLORD spoke
to you on the mountain out of the middle
of the fire in the day of the assembly; and
the LORD gave them to me. 5 I turned and
camedown from themountain, and put the
tablets in the ark which I had made; and
there they are as theLORDcommandedme.

6 (The children of Israel traveled from
Beeroth Bene Jaakan to Moserah. There
Aaron died, and there he was buried; and
Eleazar his son ministered in the priest’s
office in his place. 7 From there they trav-
eled to Gudgodah; and from Gudgodah to
Jotbathah, a land of brooks of water. 8 At
that time the LORD set apart the tribe of
Levi to bear the ark of the LORD’s covenant,
to stand before the LORD to minister to
him, and to bless in his name, to this day.
9 Therefore Levi has no portion nor inher-
itance with his brothers; the LORD is his
inheritance, according as the LORD your
God spoke to him.)

10 I stayed on the mountain, as at the first
time, forty days and forty nights; and the
LORD listened to me that time also. The
LORD would not destroy you. 11 The LORD
said tome, “Arise, take your journey before
the people; and they shall go in and possess
the land which I swore to their fathers to
give to them.”

12Now, Israel, what does the LORD your
God require of you, but to fear the LORD
your God, to walk in all his ways, to love
him, and to serve the LORD your God
with all your heart and with all your soul,
13 to keep the LORD’s commandments and
statutes, which I command you today for
your good? 14Behold, to the LORDyourGod
belongsheaven, theheavenofheavens, and
the earth,with all that is therein. 15Only the
LORD had a delight in your fathers to love
them, and he chose their offspring after
them, even you above all peoples, as it is
today. 16 Circumcise therefore the foreskin
of your heart, and be no more stiff-necked.
17 For the LORD your God, he is God of
gods and Lord of lords, the great God, the
mighty, and the awesome, who doesn’t re-
spect persons or take bribes. 18He executes
justice for the fatherless and widow and
loves the foreigner in giving him food and
clothing. 19 Therefore love the foreigner,
for youwere foreigners in the landofEgypt.
20 You shall fear the LORD your God. You
shall serve him. You shall cling to him, and
you shall swear by his name. 21He is your
praise, andhe is yourGod,whohasdone for

you these great and awesome things which
your eyes have seen. 22 Your fathers went
down into Egypt with seventy persons; and
now the LORD your God has made you as
the stars of the sky for multitude.

11
1Therefore you shall love the LORD your

God, and keep his instructions, his statutes,
his ordinances, and his commandments,
always. 2 Know this day—for I don’t speak
with your children who have not known,
and who have not seen the chastisement
of the LORD your God, his greatness, his
mighty hand, his outstretched arm, 3 his
signs, and his works, which he did in the
middle of Egypt to Pharaoh the king of
Egypt, and to all his land; 4 and what he did
to the army of Egypt, to their horses, and
to their chariots; how hemade the water of
the Red Sea to overflow them as they pur-
sued you, and how the LORD has destroyed
them to this day; 5andwhat he did to you in
the wilderness until you came to this place;
6 and what he did to Dathan and Abiram,
the sons of Eliab, the son of Reuben—how
the earth opened its mouth and swallowed
them up, with their households, their tents,
and every living thing that followed them,
in the middle of all Israel; 7 but your eyes
have seen all of the LORD’s great work
which he did.

8Therefore you shall keep the entire com-
mandment which I command you today,
that you may be strong, and go in and pos-
sess the land that you go over to possess;
9and that youmay prolong your days in the
landwhich the LORD swore to your fathers
to give to them and to their offspring, a
land flowing with milk and honey. 10 For
the land, where you go in to possess isn’t
like the land of Egypt that you came out of,
where you sowed your seed and watered it
with your foot, as a garden of herbs; 11 but
the land that you go over to possess is a
land of hills and valleyswhich drinkswater
from the rain of the sky, 12 a land which
the LORD your God cares for. The LORD
your God’s eyes are always on it, from the
beginning of the year even to the end of the
year. 13 It shall happen, if you shall listen
diligently to my commandments which I
command you today, to love the LORD your
God, and to serve him with all your heart
and with all your soul, 14 that I will give
the rain for your land in its season, the
early rain and the latter rain, that you may
gather in your grain, your new wine, and
your oil. 15 I will give grass in your fields
for your livestock, and you shall eat and
be full. 16 Be careful, lest your heart be
deceived, and you turn away to serve other
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gods and worship them; 17 and the LORD’s
anger be kindled against you, and he shut
up the sky so that there is no rain, and the
land doesn’t yield its fruit; and you perish
quickly from off the good land which the
LORD gives you. 18 Therefore you shall lay
up these words of mine in your heart and
in your soul. You shall bind them for a
sign on your hand, and they shall be for
frontlets between your eyes. 19 You shall
teach themtoyour children, talkingof them
when you sit in your house, when youwalk
by the way, when you lie down, and when
you rise up. 20 You shall write them on the
door posts of your house and on your gates;
21 that your days and your children’s days
may be multiplied in the land which the
LORD swore to your fathers to give them,
as the days of the heavens above the earth.
22 For if you shall diligently keep all these
commandments which I command you—to
do them, to love the LORD your God, to
walk in all his ways, and to cling to him—
23 then the LORD will drive out all these
nations from before you, and you shall dis-
possess nations greater and mightier than
yourselves. 24Everyplace onwhich the sole
of your foot treads shall be yours: from the
wilderness and Lebanon, from the river,
the riverEuphrates, even to thewestern sea
shall be your border. 25Nomanwill be able
to stand before you. The LORD your God
will lay the fear of you and the dread of you
on all the land that you tread on, as he has
spoken to you. 26 Behold, I set before you
today a blessing and a curse: 27 the bless-
ing, if you listen to the commandments of
the LORD your God, which I command you
today; 28 and the curse, if you do not listen
to the commandments of the LORD your
God, but turn away out of the way which
I command you today, to go after other
gods which you have not known. 29 It shall
happen, when the LORD your God brings
you into the land that you go to possess, that
you shall set theblessingonMountGerizim,
and the curse onMount Ebal. 30Aren’t they
beyond the Jordan, behind the way of the
going down of the sun, in the land of the
Canaanites who dwell in the Arabah near
Gilgal, beside the oaks of Moreh? 31 For
you are to pass over the Jordan to go in
to possess the land which the LORD your
God gives you, and you shall possess it and
dwell in it. 32 You shall observe to do all
the statutes and the ordinances which I set
before you today.

12
1 These are the statutes and the ordi-

nances which you shall observe to do in
the land which the LORD, the God of your

fathers, has givenyou topossess all thedays
that you live on the earth. 2You shall surely
destroy all the places in which the nations
that you shall dispossess served their gods:
on the high mountains, and on the hills,
and under every green tree. 3 You shall
break down their altars, dash their pillars
in pieces, and burn their Asherah poles
with fire. You shall cut down the engraved
images of their gods. You shall destroy their
name out of that place. 4 You shall not do
so to the LORD your God. 5But to the place
which the LORD your God shall choose out
of all your tribes, to put his name there,
you shall seek his habitation, and you shall
come there. 6 You shall bring your burnt
offerings, your sacrifices, your tithes, the
wave offering of your hand, your vows,
your freewill offerings, and the firstborn of
your herd and of your flock there. 7 There
youshall eatbefore theLORDyourGod, and
you shall rejoice in all that you put your
hand to, you and your households, inwhich
the LORD your God has blessed you. 8 You
shall not do all the things that we do here
today, every man whatever is right in his
own eyes; 9 for you haven’t yet come to the
rest and to the inheritance which the LORD
your God gives you. 10 But when you go
over the Jordananddwell in the landwhich
the LORD your God causes you to inherit,
and he gives you rest from all your enemies
around you, so that you dwell in safety,
11 then it shall happen that to the place
which the LORD your God shall choose, to
cause his name to dwell there, there you
shall bring all that I command you: your
burnt offerings, your sacrifices, your tithes,
thewaveofferingof yourhand, andall your
choice vows which you vow to the LORD.
12 You shall rejoice before the LORD your
God—you, and your sons, your daughters,
your male servants, your female servants,
and the Levite who is within your gates,
because he has no portion nor inheritance
with you. 13 Be careful that you don’t offer
your burnt offerings in every place that you
see; 14 but in the place which the LORD
chooses in one of your tribes, there you
shall offer your burnt offerings, and there
you shall do all that I command you.

15Yet youmay kill and eatmeatwithin all
your gates, after all the desire of your soul,
according to the LORD your God’s blessing
which he has given you. The unclean and
the cleanmay eat of it, as of the gazelle and
the deer. 16Only you shall not eat the blood.
You shall pour it out on the earth likewater.
17 You may not eat within your gates the
tithe of your grain, or of your new wine, or
of your oil, or the firstborn of your herd or
of your flock, nor any of your vows which
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you vow, nor your free will offerings, nor
the wave offering of your hand; 18 but you
shall eat them before the LORD your God
in the place which the LORD your God shall
choose: you, your son, your daughter, your
male servant, your female servant, and the
Levite who is within your gates. You shall
rejoice before the LORD your God in all that
you put your hand to. 19Be careful that you
don’t forsake the Levite as long as you live
in your land.

20 When the LORD your God enlarges
your border, as he has promised you, and
you say, “I want to eat meat,” because
your soul desires to eat meat, you may eat
meat, after all the desire of your soul. 21 If
the place which the LORD your God shall
choose to put his name is too far from you,
then you shall kill of your herd and of your
flock, which the LORD has given you, as
I have commanded you; and you may eat
within your gates, after all the desire of
your soul. 22 Even as the gazelle and as the
deer is eaten, so you shall eat of it. The
unclean and the clean may eat of it alike.
23Only be sure that you don’t eat the blood;
for the blood is the life. You shall not eat
the life with the meat. 24 You shall not eat
it. You shall pour it out on the earth like
water. 25 You shall not eat it, that it may
go well with you and with your children
after you, when you do that which is right
in the LORD’s eyes. 26Only your holy things
which you have, and your vows, you shall
take and go to the place which the LORD
shall choose. 27 You shall offer your burnt
offerings, the meat and the blood, on the
LORD your God’s altar. The blood of your
sacrifices shall be poured out on the LORD
your God’s altar, and you shall eat themeat.
28Observe and hear all thesewordswhich I
command you, that it may go well with you
and with your children after you forever,
when you do that which is good and right
in the LORD your God’s eyes.

29When the LORD your God cuts off the
nations from before youwhere you go in to
dispossess them, and you dispossess them
and dwell in their land, 30 be careful that
you are not ensnared to follow them after
they are destroyed from before you, and
that younot inquire after their gods, saying,
“How do these nations serve their gods? I
will do likewise.” 31 You shall not do so to
the LORD your God; for every abomination
to theLORD,whichhehates, theyhavedone
to their gods; for they even burn their sons
and their daughters in the fire to their gods.
32Whatever thing I command you, that you
shall observe to do. You shall not add to it,
nor take away from it.

13
1 If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams

arises among you, and he gives you a sign
or a wonder, 2 and the sign or the wonder
comes to pass, of which he spoke to you,
saying, “Let’s go after other gods” (which
youhavenot known) “and let’s serve them,”
3 you shall not listen to the words of that
prophet, or to that dreamer of dreams; for
the LORD your God is testing you, to know
whether you love the LORD your God with
all your heart and with all your soul. 4 You
shall walk after the LORD your God, fear
him, keephis commandments, andobeyhis
voice. You shall serve him, and cling to him.
5 That prophet, or that dreamer of dreams,
shall be put to death, becausehehas spoken
rebellion against the LORD your God, who
brought you out of the land of Egypt and
redeemed you out of the house of bondage,
to draw you aside out of the way which the
LORDyourGod commanded you towalk in.
So you shall remove the evil from among
you.

6 If your brother, the son of your mother,
or your son, or your daughter, or thewife of
your bosom, or your friend who is as your
own soul, entices you secretly, saying, “Let’s
go and serve other gods”—which you have
not known, you, nor your fathers; 7 of the
gods of the peoples who are around you,
near to you, or far off from you, from the
one end of the earth even to the other end
of the earth— 8you shall not consent to him
nor listen to him; neither shall your eyepity
him, neither shall you spare, neither shall
you conceal him; 9 but you shall surely kill
him. Your hand shall be first on him to put
him to death, and afterwards the hands of
all the people. 10 You shall stone him to
deathwith stones, because he has sought to
draw you away from the LORD your God,
who brought you out of the land of Egypt,
out of the house of bondage. 11 All Israel
shall hear, and fear, and shall not do any
more wickedness like this among you.

12 If you hear about one of your cities,
which theLORDyourGodgivesyou todwell
there, that 13 certain wicked fellows have
gone out from among you and have drawn
away the inhabitants of their city, saying,
“Let’s go and serve other gods,” which you
have not known, 14 then you shall inquire,
investigate, and ask diligently. Behold, if
it is true, and the thing certain, that such
abomination was done among you, 15 you
shall surely strike the inhabitants of that
city with the edge of the sword, destroying
it utterly, with all that is therein and its
livestock, with the edge of the sword. 16You
shall gather all its plunder into the middle
of its street, and shall burn with fire the
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city, with all of its plunder, to the LORD
your God. It shall be a heap forever. It
shall not be built again. 17 Nothing of the
devoted thing shall cling to your hand, that
the LORD may turn from the fierceness of
his anger and show you mercy, and have
compassion on you and multiply you, as
he has sworn to your fathers, 18when you
listen to the LORD your God’s voice, to keep
all his commandments which I command
you today, to do that which is right in the
LORD your God’s eyes.

14
1 You are the children of the LORD your

God. You shall not cut yourselves, normake
any baldness between your eyes for the
dead. 2 For you are a holy people to the
LORD your God, and the LORD has chosen
you to be a people for his own possession,
above all peoples who are on the face of the
earth.

3You shall not eat any abominable thing.
4These are the animals which youmay eat:
the ox, the sheep, the goat, 5 the deer, the
gazelle, the roebuck, thewild goat, the ibex,
the antelope, and the chamois. 6 Every
animal that parts the hoof, and has the hoof
split in two and chews the cud, among the
animals, you may eat. 7Nevertheless these
you shall not eat of them that chew the cud,
or of those who have the hoof split: the
camel, the hare, and the rabbit. Because
they chew the cud but don’t part the hoof,
theyareunclean toyou. 8Thepig, because it
has a split hoof but doesn’t chew the cud, is
unclean to you. You shall not eat theirmeat.
You shall not touch their carcasses. 9 These
you may eat of all that are in the waters:
you may eat whatever has fins and scales.
10 You shall not eat whatever doesn’t have
fins and scales. It is unclean to you. 11 Of
all clean birds youmay eat. 12But these are
they of which you shall not eat: the eagle,
the vulture, the osprey, 13 the red kite, the
falcon, thekite of anykind, 14every ravenof
any kind, 15 the ostrich, the owl, the seagull,
the hawk of any kind, 16 the little owl, the
great owl, the horned owl, 17 the pelican,
the vulture, the cormorant, 18 the stork, the
heronafter itskind, thehoopoe, and thebat.
19Allwinged creeping things are unclean to
you. They shall not be eaten. 20Of all clean
birds youmay eat.

21You shall not eat of anything that dies of
itself. Youmay give it to the foreigner living
amongyouwho iswithinyourgates, thathe
may eat it; or you may sell it to a foreigner;
for you are a holy people to the LORD your
God.
You shall not boil a young goat in its

mother’s milk.

22 You shall surely tithe all the increase
of your seed, that which comes out of the
field year by year. 23 You shall eat before
the LORD your God, in the place which he
chooses to causehis name todwell, the tithe
of your grain, of yournewwine, andof your
oil, and the firstborn of your herd and of
your flock; that you may learn to fear the
LORD your God always. 24 If the way is too
long for you, so that you are not able to
carry it because the place which the LORD
your God shall choose to set his name there
is too far from you, when the LORD your
Godblessesyou, 25 thenyoushall turn it into
money, bind up the money in your hand,
and shall go to the place which the LORD
your God shall choose. 26 You shall trade
the money for whatever your soul desires:
for cattle, or for sheep, or for wine, or for
strongdrink, or forwhateveryour soul asks
of you. You shall eat there before the LORD
your God, and you shall rejoice, you and
your household. 27You shall not forsake the
Levite who is within your gates, for he has
no portion nor inheritance with you. 28 At
the end of every three years you shall bring
all the tithe of your increase in the same
year, and shall store it within your gates.
29 The Levite, because he has no portion
nor inheritance with you, as well as the
foreigner living among you, the fatherless,
and the widow who are within your gates
shall come, and shall eat and be satisfied;
that the LORDyourGodmaybless you in all
the work of your handwhich you do.

15
1 At the end of every seven years, you

shall cancel debts. 2 This is the way it
shall be done: every creditor shall release
that which he has lent to his neighbor. He
shall not require payment from his neigh-
bor and his brother, because the LORD’s
release has been proclaimed. 3 Of a for-
eigner you may require it; but whatever
of yours is with your brother, your hand
shall release. 4 However there will be no
poor with you (for the LORD will surely
bless you in the land which the LORD your
God gives you for an inheritance to possess)
5 if only you diligently listen to the LORD
your God’s voice, to observe to do all this
commandment which I command you to-
day. 6 For the LORD your God will bless
you, as he promised you. You will lend to
many nations, but youwill not borrow. You
will rule over many nations, but they will
not rule over you. 7 If a poor man, one of
your brothers, is with you within any of
your gates in your land which the LORD
your God gives you, you shall not harden
your heart, nor shut your hand from your
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poor brother; 8 but you shall surely open
your hand to him, and shall surely lend
him sufficient for his need, which he lacks.
9Beware that there not be awicked thought
in your heart, saying, “The seventh year, the
year of release, is at hand,” and your eye
be evil against your poor brother and you
give him nothing; and he cry to the LORD
against you, and it be sin to you. 10 You
shall surely give, and your heart shall not
be grieved when you give to him, because
it is for this thing the LORD your God will
bless you in all your work and in all that
you put your hand to. 11 For the poor will
never cease out of the land. Therefore I
command you to surely open your hand to
your brother, to your needy, and to your
poor, in your land. 12 If your brother, a
Hebrew man, or a Hebrew woman, is sold
to you and serves you six years, then in
the seventh year you shall let him go free
from you. 13When you let him go free from
you, you shall not let him go empty. 14 You
shall furnish him liberally out of your flock,
out of your threshing floor, and out of your
wine press. As the LORD your God has
blessed you, you shall give to him. 15 You
shall remember that you were a slave in
the land of Egypt, and the LORD your God
redeemed you. Therefore I command you
this thing today. 16 It shall be, if he tells
you, “I will not go out from you,” because
he loves you and your house, because he
is well with you, 17 then you shall take an
awl, and thrust it through his ear to the
door, and he shall be your servant forever.
Also to your female servant you shall do
likewise. 18 It shall not seem hard to you
when you let him go free from you, for he
has been double the value of a hired hand
as he served you six years. The LORD your
God will bless you in all that you do. 19 You
shall dedicate all the firstborn males that
are born of your herd and of your flock to
the LORD your God. You shall do no work
with the firstborn of your herd, nor shear
the firstborn of your flock. 20 You shall eat
it before the LORD your God year by year in
the place which the LORD shall choose, you
and your household. 21 If it has any defect—
is lameor blind, or has anydefectwhatever,
you shall not sacrifice it to the LORD your
God. 22 You shall eat it within your gates.
The unclean and the clean shall eat it alike,
as the gazelle and as the deer. 23 Only you
shall not eat its blood. You shall pour it out
on the ground like water.

16
1Observe themonthofAbib, andkeep the

Passover to the LORD your God; for in the
month of Abib the LORD your God brought

you out of Egypt by night. 2 You shall sacri-
fice the Passover to the LORD your God, of
the flock and the herd, in the place which
the LORD shall choose to cause his name
to dwell there. 3 You shall eat no leavened
bread with it. You shall eat unleavened
bread with it seven days, even the bread
of affliction (for you came out of the land
of Egypt in haste) that you may remember
the day when you came out of the land of
Egypt all the days of your life. 4 No yeast
shall be seen with you in all your borders
seven days; neither shall any of the meat,
which you sacrifice the first day at evening,
remain all night until the morning. 5 You
maynot sacrifice thePassoverwithinanyof
your gates which the LORD your God gives
you; 6but at the place which the LORD your
God shall choose to cause his name to dwell
in, there you shall sacrifice the Passover at
evening, at the going downof the sun, at the
season that you came out of Egypt. 7 You
shall roast and eat it in the place which the
LORD your God chooses. In the morning
you shall return to your tents. 8Six days you
shall eat unleavened bread. On the seventh
day shall be a solemn assembly to the LORD
your God. You shall do no work.

9 You shall count for yourselves seven
weeks. From the time you begin to put the
sickle to the standing grain you shall begin
to count seven weeks. 10 You shall keep the
feast of weeks to the LORD your God with a
tribute of a free will offering of your hand,
which you shall give according to how the
LORD your God blesses you. 11 You shall
rejoice before the LORD your God: you,
your son, your daughter, your male ser-
vant, your female servant, the Levitewho is
within your gates, the foreigner, the father-
less, and the widowwho are among you, in
the place which the LORD your God shall
choose to cause his name to dwell there.
12You shall remember that youwere a slave
in Egypt. You shall observe and do these
statutes.

13You shall keep the feast of booths seven
days, after you have gathered in from your
threshing floor and from your wine press.
14 You shall rejoice in your feast, you, your
son, your daughter, your male servant,
your female servant, the Levite, the for-
eigner, the fatherless, and the widow who
are within your gates. 15 You shall keep a
feast to the LORD your God seven days in
the place which the LORD chooses, because
theLORDyourGodwill bless you in all your
increase and in all the work of your hands,
and you shall be altogether joyful. 16 Three
times in a year all of your males shall ap-
pear before the LORD your God in the place
which he chooses: in the feast of unleav-
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ened bread, in the feast of weeks, and in
the feast of booths. They shall not appear
before the LORD empty. 17Every man shall
give as he is able, according to the LORD
yourGod’s blessingwhichhehas given you.
18 You shall make judges and officers in all
your gates, which the LORD your God gives
you, according to your tribes; and they shall
judge the people with righteous judgment.
19 You shall not pervert justice. You shall
not show partiality. You shall not take a
bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of thewise
and perverts the words of the righteous.
20 You shall follow that which is altogether
just, that you may live and inherit the land
which the LORD your God gives you. 21You
shall not plant for yourselves anAsherah of
anykindof tree beside theLORDyourGod’s
altar, which you shall make for yourselves.
22Neither shall you set yourself up a sacred
stone which the LORD your God hates.

17
1You shall not sacrifice to the LORD your

God an ox or a sheep in which is a defect or
anything evil; for that is an abomination to
the LORD your God.

2 If there is found among you, within any
of your gates which the LORD your God
gives you, a man or woman who does that
which is evil in theLORDyourGod’s sight in
transgressing his covenant, 3 and has gone
andservedother godsandworshiped them,
or the sun, or the moon, or any of the stars
of the sky, which I have not commanded,
4 and you are told, and you have heard of
it, then you shall inquire diligently. Behold,
if it is true, and the thing certain, that such
abomination is done in Israel, 5 then you
shall bringout thatmanor thatwomanwho
has done this evil thing to your gates, even
that same man or woman; and you shall
stone them to death with stones. 6 At the
mouth of twowitnesses, or threewitnesses,
he who is to die shall be put to death. At
the mouth of one witness he shall not be
put to death. 7 The hands of the witnesses
shall befirst onhim toput him todeath, and
afterward the hands of all the people. So
you shall remove the evil from among you.

8 If there arises a matter too hard for
you in judgment, between blood and blood,
between plea and plea, and between stroke
and stroke, being matters of controversy
within your gates, then you shall arise, and
go up to the place which the LORD your
God chooses. 9You shall come to the priests
who are Levites and to the judge who shall
be in those days. You shall inquire, and
they shall give you the verdict. 10 You shall
do according to the decisions of the verdict
which they shall give you from that place

which the LORD chooses. You shall observe
to do according to all that they shall teach
you. 11According to the decisions of the law
which they shall teach you, and according
to the judgment which they shall tell you,
you shall do. You shall not turn away from
the sentence which they announce to you,
to the right hand, nor to the left. 12Theman
who does presumptuously in not listening
to the priest who stands to minister there
before the LORD your God, or to the judge,
even that man shall die. You shall put away
the evil from Israel. 13 All the people shall
hear and fear, and do no more presumptu-
ously.

14When youhave come to the landwhich
the LORD your God gives you, and possess
it and dwell in it, and say, “I will set a king
overme, like all the nations that are around
me,” 15 you shall surely set him whom the
LORD your God chooses as king over your-
selves. You shall set as king over you one
from among your brothers. You may not
put a foreigner over you, who is not your
brother. 16Onlyhe shall notmultiply horses
to himself, nor cause the people to return
to Egypt, to the end that he may multiply
horses; because the LORD has said to you,
“You shall not goback thatwayagain.” 17He
shall not multiply wives to himself, that his
heart not turn away. He shall not greatly
multiply to himself silver and gold.

18 It shall be, when he sits on the throne
of his kingdom, that he shallwrite himself a
copy of this law in a book, out of that which
is before the Levitical priests. 19 It shall be
with him, and he shall read from it all the
days of his life, that he may learn to fear
the LORD his God, to keep all the words
of this law and these statutes, to do them;
20 that his heart not be lifted up above his
brothers, and that he not turn away from
the commandment to the right hand, or to
the left, to the end that he may prolong his
days in his kingdom, he and his children, in
themiddle of Israel.

18
1The priests and the Levites—all the tribe

of Levi—shall have no portion nor inher-
itance with Israel. They shall eat the of-
ferings of the LORD made by fire and his
portion. 2 They shall have no inheritance
among their brothers. The LORD is their in-
heritance, as he has spoken to them. 3 This
shall be the priests’ due from the people,
from those who offer a sacrifice, whether
it be ox or sheep, that they shall give to the
priest: the shoulder, the two cheeks, and
the inner parts. 4 You shall give him the
first fruits of your grain, of your new wine,
and of your oil, and the first of the fleece of
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your sheep. 5 For the LORD your God has
chosen him out of all your tribes to stand to
minister in the LORD’s name, him and his
sons forever.

6 If a Levite comes from any of your gates
out of all Israel where he lives, and comes
with all the desire of his soul to the place
which theLORDshall choose, 7 thenhe shall
minister in the name of the LORD his God,
as all his brothers the Levites do, who stand
there before the LORD. 8 They shall have
likeportions toeat, inaddition to thatwhich
comes from the sale of his family posses-
sions.

9 When you have come into the land
which the LORD your God gives you, you
shall not learn to imitate the abominations
of those nations. 10There shall not be found
with you anyone who makes his son or his
daughter to pass through the fire, one who
uses divination, one who tells fortunes, or
an enchanter, or a sorcerer, 11or a charmer,
or someone who consults with a familiar
spirit, or a wizard, or a necromancer. 12For
whoever does these things is an abomina-
tion to the LORD. Because of these abom-
inations, the LORD your God drives them
out from before you. 13You shall be blame-
less with the LORD your God. 14 For these
nations that you shall dispossess listen to
those who practice sorcery and to diviners;
but as for you, the LORD your God has not
allowed you so to do. 15The LORD your God
will raise up to you a prophet from among
you, of your brothers, like me. You shall
listen to him. 16This is according to all that
you desired of the LORD your God in Horeb
in the day of the assembly, saying, “Let me
not hear again the LORD my God’s voice,
neither let me see this great fire any more,
that I not die.”

17 The LORD said to me, “They have well
said that which they have spoken. 18 I will
raise them up a prophet from among their
brothers, like you. Iwill putmywords inhis
mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I
shall command him. 19 It shall happen, that
whoever will not listen to my words which
he shall speak in my name, I will require
it of him. 20 But the prophet who speaks a
word presumptuously inmy name, which I
have not commanded him to speak, or who
speaks in the name of other gods, that same
prophet shall die.”

21 You may say in your heart, “How shall
we know the word which the LORD has
not spoken?” 22 When a prophet speaks
in the LORD’s name, if the thing doesn’t
follow, nor happen, that is the thing which
the LORD has not spoken. The prophet has
spoken it presumptuously. You shall not be
afraid of him.

19
1 When the LORD your God cuts off the

nations whose land the LORD your God
gives you, and you succeed them and dwell
in their cities and in their houses, 2 you
shall set apart three cities for yourselves in
the middle of your land, which the LORD
your God gives you to possess. 3 You shall
prepare the way, and divide the borders
of your land which the LORD your God
causes you to inherit into three parts, that
every man slayer may flee there. 4 This is
the case of the man slayer who shall flee
there and live: Whoever kills his neighbor
unintentionally, anddidn’t hate him in time
past— 5 as when a man goes into the forest
with his neighbor to chop wood and his
hand swings the ax to cut down the tree,
and the head slips from the handle and hits
his neighbor so that he dies—he shall flee
to one of these cities and live. 6Otherwise,
the avenger of bloodmight pursue theman
slayer while hot anger is in his heart and
overtake him, because the way is long, and
strikehimmortally, even thoughhewasnot
worthy of death, becausehedidn’t hate him
in time past. 7 Therefore I command you
to set apart three cities for yourselves. 8 If
the LORD your God enlarges your border,
as he has sworn to your fathers, and gives
you all the land which he promised to give
to your fathers; 9 and if you keep all this
commandment to do it, which I command
you today, to love the LORD your God, and
to walk ever in his ways, then you shall add
three citiesmore for yourselves, in addition
to these three. 10 This is so that innocent
bloodwill not be shed in themiddle of your
landwhich theLORDyourGodgivesyou for
an inheritance, leaving blood guilt on you.
11But if any man hates his neighbor, lies in
wait for him, rises up against him, strikes
him mortally so that he dies, and he flees
into one of these cities; 12 then the elders of
his city shall send and bring him there, and
deliver him into the hand of the avenger of
blood, that hemay die. 13Your eye shall not
pity him, but you shall purge the innocent
blood from Israel that it may go well with
you.

14 You shall not remove your neighbor’s
landmark, which they of old time have set,
in your inheritancewhich you shall inherit,
in the land that the LORD your God gives
you to possess.

15 One witness shall not rise up against
a man for any iniquity, or for any sin that
he sins. At the mouth of two witnesses,
or at the mouth of three witnesses, shall a
matter be established. 16 If an unrighteous
witness rises up against any man to testify
against him of wrongdoing, 17 then both
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the men, between whom the controversy
is, shall stand before the LORD, before the
priests and the judges who shall be in those
days; 18 and the judges shall make diligent
inquisition; and behold, if the witness is
a false witness, and has testified falsely
against his brother, 19 then you shall do to
him as he had thought to do to his brother.
So you shall remove the evil from among
you. 20 Those who remain shall hear, and
fear, and will never again commit any such
evil among you. 21 Your eyes shall not pity:
life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand
for hand, foot for foot.

20
1When you go out to battle against your

enemies, and see horses, chariots, and a
people more numerous than you, you shall
not be afraid of them; for the LORD your
God, who brought you up out of the land of
Egypt, is with you. 2 It shall be, when you
draw near to the battle, that the priest shall
approach and speak to the people, 3 and
shall tell them, “Hear, Israel, you draw near
today to battle against your enemies. Don’t
let your heart faint! Don’t be afraid, nor
tremble, neither be scared of them; 4 for the
LORD your God is he who goes with you, to
fight for you against your enemies, to save
you.”

5 The officers shall speak to the people,
saying, “What man is there who has built a
new house, and has not dedicated it? Let
him go and return to his house, lest he die
in the battle, and another man dedicate
it. 6What man is there who has planted a
vineyard, andhasnotused its fruit? Lethim
go and return to his house, lest he die in the
battle, andanothermanuse its fruit. 7What
man is therewhohas pledged to bemarried
to a wife, and has not taken her? Let him
go and return to his house, lest he die in the
battle, and another man take her.” 8 The
officers shall speak further to the people,
and they shall say, “What man is there who
is fearful and faint-hearted? Let him go
and return to his house, lest his brother’s
heart melt as his heart.” 9 It shall be, when
the officers have finished speaking to the
people, that they shall appoint captains of
armies at the head of the people.

10When you draw near to a city to fight
against it, then proclaim peace to it. 11 It
shall be, if it gives you answer of peace and
opens to you, then it shall be that all the
peoplewho are found therein shall become
forced laborers to you, and shall serve you.
12 If it will make no peace with you, but will
make war against you, then you shall be-
siege it. 13When the LORD your God deliv-
ers it into your hand, you shall strike every

male of it with the edge of the sword; 14but
the women, the little ones, the livestock,
and all that is in the city, even all its plun-
der, you shall take for plunder for yourself.
You may use the plunder of your enemies,
which the LORD your God has given you.
15 Thus you shall do to all the cities which
are very far off from you, which are not
of the cities of these nations. 16 But of the
cities of these peoples that the LORD your
God gives you for an inheritance, you shall
save alive nothing that breathes; 17but you
shall utterly destroy them: the Hittite, the
Amorite, the Canaanite, the Perizzite, the
Hivite, and the Jebusite, as the LORD your
God has commanded you; 18 that they not
teach you to follow all their abominations,
which they have done for their gods; so
would you sin against the LORD your God.
19When you shall besiege a city a long time,
in making war against it to take it, you
shall not destroy its trees by wielding an ax
against them; for you may eat of them. You
shallnot cut themdown, for is the treeof the
fieldman, that it shouldbebesiegedbyyou?
20Only the trees that youknowarenot trees
for food, you shall destroy and cut them
down. You shall build bulwarks against the
city that makes war with you, until it falls.

21
1 If someone is found slain in the land

which the LORD your God gives you to pos-
sess, lying in the field, and it isn’t known
who has struck him, 2 then your elders and
your judges shall come out, and they shall
measure to the citieswhich are around him
who is slain. 3 It shall be that the elders
of the city which is nearest to the slain
man shall take a heifer of the herd, which
hasn’t beenworkedwith andwhich has not
drawn in the yoke. 4 The elders of that city
shall bring the heifer down to a valley with
running water, which is neither plowed
nor sown, and shall break the heifer’s neck
there in the valley. 5 The priests the sons
of Levi shall come near, for them the LORD
yourGodhas chosen tominister tohim, and
to bless in the LORD’s name; and accord-
ing to their word shall every controversy
and every assault be decided. 6 All the
elders of that city which is nearest to the
slain man shall wash their hands over the
heiferwhose neckwas broken in the valley.
7 They shall answer and say, “Our hands
have not shed this blood, neither have our
eyes seen it. 8 Forgive, LORD, your people
Israel,whomyouhave redeemed, anddon’t
allow innocent blood among your people
Israel.” The blood shall be forgiven them.
9 So you shall put away the innocent blood
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from among you, when you shall do that
which is right in the LORD’s eyes.

10When you go out to battle against your
enemies, and the LORD your God delivers
them into your hands and you carry them
away captive, 11and see among the captives
a beautiful woman, and you are attracted
to her, and desire to take her as your wife,
12 then you shall bring her home to your
house. She shall shave her head and trim
her nails. 13 She shall take off the cloth-
ing of her captivity, and shall remain in
your house, and bewail her father and her
mother a full month. After that you shall
go in to her and be her husband, and she
shall be your wife. 14 It shall be, if you have
no delight in her, then you shall let her go
where she desires; but you shall not sell her
at all formoney. You shall not deal with her
as a slave, because you have humbled her.

15 If amanhas twowives, the onebeloved
and the other hated, and they have borne
him children, both the beloved and the
hated, and if the firstborn son is hers who
was hated, 16 then it shall be, in the day
that he causes his sons to inherit thatwhich
he has, that he may not give the son of the
beloved the rights of the firstborn before
the son of the hated, who is the firstborn;
17 but he shall acknowledge the firstborn,
the son of the hated, by giving him a double
portion of all that he has; for he is the
beginning of his strength. The right of the
firstborn is his.

18 If a man has a stubborn and rebellious
sonwhowill not obey the voice of his father
or the voice of his mother, and though they
chasten him, will not listen to them, 19 then
his father and his mother shall take hold of
him and bring him out to the elders of his
city and to the gate of his place. 20They shall
tell the elders of his city, “This our son is
stubborn and rebellious. He will not obey
our voice. He is a glutton and a drunkard.”
21 All the men of his city shall stone him to
death with stones. So you shall remove the
evil from among you. All Israel shall hear,
and fear.

22 If a man has committed a sin worthy
of death, and he is put to death, and you
hang him on a tree, 23 his body shall not
remain all night on the tree, but you shall
surely bury him the same day; for hewho is
hanged is accursedofGod. Don’t defile your
landwhich theLORDyourGodgivesyou for
an inheritance.

22
1 You shall not see your brother’s ox or

his sheep go astray and hide yourself from

them. You shall surely bring them again to
your brother. 2 If your brother isn’t near
to you, or if you don’t know him, then you
shall bring it home to your house, and it
shall be with you until your brother comes
looking for it, and you shall restore it to
him. 3 So you shall do with his donkey. So
you shall do with his garment. So you shall
do with every lost thing of your brother’s,
which he has lost and you have found. You
may not hide yourself. 4 You shall not see
yourbrother’s donkeyorhis ox fallendown
by the way, and hide yourself from them.
You shall surely help him to lift them up
again.

5 A woman shall not wear men’s cloth-
ing, neither shall a man put on women’s
clothing; for whoever does these things is
an abomination to the LORD your God.

6 If you come across a bird’s nest on the
way, in any tree or on the ground, with
young ones or eggs, and the hen sitting on
the young, or on the eggs, you shall not take
thehenwith theyoung. 7Youshall surely let
the hen go, but the young you may take for
yourself, that it may be well with you, and
that youmay prolong your days.

8When you build a new house, then you
shall make a railing around your roof, so
that you don’t bring blood on your house if
anyone falls from there.

9 You shall not sow your vineyard with
twokindsof seed, lest all the fruit bedefiled,
the seed which you have sown, and the
increase of the vineyard. 10 You shall not
plow with an ox and a donkey together.
11 You shall not wear clothes of wool and
linen woven together.

12 You shall make yourselves fringes* on
the four corners of your cloak with which
you cover yourself.

13 If any man takes a wife, and goes in to
her, hates her, 14 accuses her of shameful
things, gives her a bad name, and says, “I
took this woman, and when I came near
to her, I didn’t find in her the tokens of
virginity;” 15 then the young lady’s father
and mother shall take and bring the tokens
of the young lady’s virginity to the elders of
the city in the gate. 16 The young lady’s fa-
ther shall tell the elders, “I gave my daugh-
ter to thisman as his wife, and he hates her.
17 Behold, he has accused her of shameful
things, saying, ‘I didn’t find in your daugh-
ter the tokens of virginity;’ andyet these are
the tokens ofmydaughter’s virginity.” They
shall spread the cloth before the elders of
the city. 18 The elders of that city shall take
the man and chastise him. 19 They shall

* 22:12 or, tassels † 22:19 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 100 shekels is about a kilogram or 2.2
pounds.
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finehimonehundred shekels of silver,† and
give them to the father of the young lady,
because he has given a badname to a virgin
of Israel. She shall be his wife. He may not
put her away all his days.

20 But if this thing is true, that the tokens
of virginity were not found in the young
lady, 21 then they shall bring out the young
lady to the door of her father’s house, and
the men of her city shall stone her to death
with stones, because she has done folly in
Israel, to play the prostitute in her father’s
house. So you shall remove the evil from
among you.

22 If a man is found lying with a woman
married to a husband, then they shall both
die, the man who lay with the woman and
the woman. So you shall remove the evil
from Israel. 23 If there is a young ladywho is
avirginpledged tobemarried toahusband,
and a man finds her in the city, and lies
with her, 24 then you shall bring them both
out to the gate of that city, and you shall
stone them to death with stones; the lady,
because she didn’t cry, being in the city;
and the man, because he has humbled his
neighbor’s wife. So you shall remove the
evil fromamong you. 25But if themanfinds
the lady who is pledged to be married in
the field, and the man forces her and lies
with her, then only the man who lay with
her shall die; 26 but to the lady you shall do
nothing. There is in the lady no sin worthy
of death; for as when a man rises against
his neighbor and kills him, even so is this
matter; 27 for he found her in the field, the
pledged to bemarried lady cried, and there
was no one to save her. 28 If a man finds
a lady who is a virgin, who is not pledged
to be married, grabs her and lies with her,
and they are found, 29 then the man who
lay with her shall give to the lady’s father
fifty shekels‡ of silver. She shall be his wife,
because he has humbled her. He may not
put her away all his days. 30Aman shall not
take his father’swife, and shall not uncover
his father’s skirt.

23
1 He who is emasculated by crushing or

cutting shall not enter into the LORD’s as-
sembly. 2 A person born of a forbidden
union shall not enter into the LORD’s as-
sembly; even to the tenth generation shall
no one of his enter into the LORD’s assem-
bly. 3 An Ammonite or a Moabite shall
not enter into the LORD’s assembly; even
to the tenth generation shall no one be-
longing to them enter into the LORD’s as-
sembly forever, 4 because they didn’t meet

you with bread and with water on the way
when you came out of Egypt, and because
they hired against you Balaam the son of
Beor from Pethor of Mesopotamia, to curse
you. 5 Nevertheless the LORD your God
wouldn’t listen to Balaam, but the LORD
your God turned the curse into a blessing
to you, because the LORD your God loved
you. 6 You shall not seek their peace nor
their prosperity all your days forever. 7You
shall not abhor an Edomite, for he is your
brother. You shall not abhor an Egyptian,
because you lived as a foreigner in his land.
8 The children of the third generation who
are born to themmay enter into the LORD’s
assembly.

9When you go out and camp against your
enemies, then you shall keep yourselves
from every evil thing. 10 If there is among
you any man who is not clean by reason of
that which happens to him by night, then
shall he go outside of the camp. He shall
not come within the camp; 11 but it shall
be, when evening comes, he shall bathe
himself in water. When the sun is down,
he shall come within the camp. 12You shall
have a place also outside of the campwhere
you go relieve yourself. 13 You shall have
a trowel among your weapons. It shall be,
when you relieve yourself, you shall dig
with it, and shall turn back and cover your
excrement; 14 for the LORD your God walks
in the middle of your camp, to deliver you,
and to give up your enemies before you.
Therefore your camp shall be holy, that he
may not see an unclean thing in you, and
turn away from you.

15 You shall not deliver to his master a
servantwhohas escaped fromhismaster to
you. 16He shall dwell with you, among you,
in the place which he shall choose within
one of your gates, where it pleases himbest.
You shall not oppress him.

17 There shall be no prostitute of the
daughters of Israel, neither shall there be a
sodomite of the sons of Israel. 18 You shall
not bring the hire of a prostitute, or the
wages of a male prostitute,* into the house
of the LORD your God for any vow; for both
of these are an abomination to the LORD
your God.

19 You shall not lend on interest to your
brother: interest of money, interest of food,
interest of anything that is lent on interest.
20 You may charge a foreigner interest; but
you shall not charge your brother interest,
that the LORDyourGodmaybless you in all
that youput yourhand to, in the landwhere
you go in to possess it.

‡ 22:29 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. * 23:18 literally, dog
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21When you vow a vow to the LORD your
God, you shall not be slack to pay it, for the
LORDyourGodwill surely require it of you;
and it would be sin in you. 22 But if you
refrain from making a vow, it shall be no
sin in you. 23 You shall observe and do that
which has gone out of your lips. Whatever
you have vowed to the LORD your God as a
freewill offering,whichyouhavepromised
with yourmouth, youmust do. 24Whenyou
come into your neighbor’s vineyard, then
you may eat your fill of grapes at your own
pleasure; but you shall not put any in your
container. 25 When you come into your
neighbor’s standing grain, then you may
pluck the earswithyourhand; but you shall
not use a sickle on your neighbor’s standing
grain.

24
1 When a man takes a wife and marries

her, then it shall be, if she finds no favor
in his eyes because he has found some un-
seemly thing in her, that he shallwrite her a
certificate of divorce, put it inherhand, and
send her out of his house. 2When she has
departed out of his house, she may go and
be another man’s wife. 3 If the latter hus-
band hates her, and writes her a certificate
of divorce, puts it in her hand, and sends
her out of his house; or if the latter husband
dies, who took her to be his wife; 4 her
former husband, who sent her away, may
not take her again to be his wife after she is
defiled; for that would be an abomination
to the LORD. You shall not cause the land to
sin, which the LORD your God gives you for
an inheritance. 5When a man takes a new
wife, he shall not go out in the army, neither
shall he be assigned any business. He shall
be free at homeoneyear, and shall cheerhis
wife whom he has taken.

6No man shall take the mill or the upper
millstone as a pledge, for he takes a life in
pledge.

7 If a man is found stealing any of his
brothers of the children of Israel, and he
deals with him as a slave, or sells him, then
that thief shall die. So you shall remove the
evil from among you.

8 Be careful in the plague of leprosy, that
you observe diligently and do according to
all that the Levitical priests teach you. As I
commanded them, so you shall observe to
do. 9 Remember what the LORD your God
did to Miriam, by the way as you came out
of Egypt.

10Whenyou lend your neighbor any kind
of loan, you shall not go into his house to
get his pledge. 11 You shall stand outside,
and the man to whom you lend shall bring
the pledge outside to you. 12 If he is a poor

man, you shall not sleep with his pledge.
13You shall surely restore to him the pledge
when the sun goes down, that hemay sleep
in his garment and bless you. It shall be
righteousness to you before the LORD your
God.

14 You shall not oppress a hired servant
who is poor andneedy, whether he is one of
your brothers or one of the foreigners who
are in your land within your gates. 15 In his
day you shall give him his wages, neither
shall the sun go down on it, for he is poor
and sets his heart on it, lest he cry against
you to the LORD, and it be sin to you.

16The fathers shall not be put to death for
the children, neither shall the children be
put todeath for the fathers. Everymanshall
be put to death for his own sin.

17 You shall not deprive the foreigner or
the fatherless of justice, nor take a widow’s
clothing in pledge; 18 but you shall remem-
ber that you were a slave in Egypt, and
the LORD your God redeemed you there.
Therefore I command you to do this thing.

19 When you reap your harvest in your
field, andhave forgotten a sheaf in thefield,
you shall not go again to get it. It shall be
for the foreigner, for the fatherless, and for
the widow, that the LORD your God may
bless you in all the work of your hands.
20When you beat your olive tree, you shall
not go over the boughs again. It shall be for
the foreigner, for the fatherless, and for the
widow.

21When you harvest your vineyard, you
shall not glean it after yourselves. It shall be
for the foreigner, for the fatherless, and for
the widow. 22You shall remember that you
were a slave in the land of Egypt. Therefore
I command you to do this thing.

25
1 If there is a controversy between men,

and they come to judgment and the judges
judge them, then they shall justify the righ-
teous and condemn thewicked. 2 It shall be,
if the wicked man is worthy to be beaten,
that the judge shall cause him to lie down
and to be beaten before his face, according
to his wickedness, by number. 3 He may
sentence him to nomore than forty stripes.
He shall not givemore, lest if he should give
more and beat him more than that many
stripes, then your brother will be degraded
in your sight.

4 You shall not muzzle the ox when he
treads out the grain.

5 If brothers dwell together, and one of
them dies and has no son, the wife of
the dead shall not be married outside to a
stranger. Her husband’s brother shall go in
to her, and takeher as hiswife, andperform
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the duty of a husband’s brother to her. 6 It
shall be that the firstborn whom she bears
shall succeed in the name of his brother
who is dead, that his name not be blotted
out of Israel.

7 If the man doesn’t want to take his
brother’s wife, then his brother’s wife shall
go up to the gate to the elders, and say,
“My husband’s brother refuses to raise up
to his brother a name in Israel. He will not
perform the duty of a husband’s brother
to me.” 8 Then the elders of his city shall
call him, and speak to him. If he stands
and says, “I don’t want to take her,” 9 then
his brother’s wife shall come to him in the
presence of the elders, and loose his sandal
from off his foot, and spit in his face. She
shall answer and say, “So shall it be done to
themanwhodoesnot builduphis brother’s
house.” 10His name shall be called in Israel,
“The house of him who had his sandal re-
moved.”

11 When men strive against each other,
and the wife of one draws near to deliver
her husband out of the hand of him who
strikes him, and puts out her hand, and
grabs him by his private parts, 12 then you
shall cut off her hand. Your eye shall have
no pity.

13 You shall not have in your bag diverse
weights, one heavy and one light. 14 You
shall not have in your house diverse mea-
sures, one large and one small. 15You shall
have a perfect and just weight. You shall
have a perfect and just measure, that your
days may be long in the land which the
LORD your God gives you. 16For all who do
such things, all who do unrighteously, are
an abomination to the LORD your God.

17 Remember what Amalek did to you by
the way as you came out of Egypt, 18 how
hemet you by the way, and struck the rear-
most of you, all who were feeble behind
you, when you were faint and weary; and
he didn’t fear God. 19 Therefore it shall be,
when theLORDyourGodhas givenyou rest
from all your enemies all around, in the
landwhich theLORDyourGodgivesyou for
an inheritance to possess it, that you shall
blot out thememory of Amalek from under
the sky. You shall not forget.

26
1 It shall be, when you have come in to

the land which the LORD your God gives
you for an inheritance, possess it, anddwell
in it, 2 that you shall take some of the first
of all the fruit of the ground, which you
shall bring in from your land that the LORD
your God gives you. You shall put it in a
basket, and shall go to the place which the

LORD your God shall choose to cause his
name to dwell there. 3 You shall come to
the priest who shall be in those days, and
tell him, “I profess today to the LORD your
God, that I have come to the land which
the LORD swore to our fathers to give us.”
4The priest shall take the basket out of your
hand, and set it downbefore the LORDyour
God’s altar. 5 You shall answer and say
before the LORDyourGod, “My father*was
a Syrian ready to perish. He went down
into Egypt, and lived there, few in number.
There he became a great,mighty, and popu-
lous nation. 6 The Egyptians mistreated us,
afflicted us, and imposed hard labor on us.
7Thenwe cried to the LORD, the God of our
fathers. TheLORDheardourvoice, andsaw
our affliction, our toil, and our oppression.
8 The LORD brought us out of Egypt with
a mighty hand, with an outstretched arm,
with great terror, with signs, andwith won-
ders; 9andhehas brought us into this place,
and has given us this land, a land flowing
withmilk and honey. 10Now, behold, I have
brought the first of the fruit of the ground,
which you, the LORD, have given me.” You
shall set it down before the LORD your God,
and worship before the LORD your God.
11 You shall rejoice in all the good which
the LORD your God has given to you, and
to your house, you, and the Levite, and the
foreigner who is among you.

12When you have finished tithing all the
tithe of your increase in the third year,
which is the year of tithing, then you shall
give it to the Levite, to the foreigner, to the
fatherless, and to the widow, that they may
eat within your gates and be filled. 13 You
shall say before the LORD your God, “I have
put away the holy things out of my house,
and also have given them to the Levite,
to the foreigner, to the fatherless, and to
thewidow, according to all your command-
ment which you have commanded me. I
have not transgressed any of your com-
mandments, neither have I forgotten them.
14 I have not eaten of it in my mourning,
neither have I removed any of itwhile Iwas
unclean, nor given of it for the dead. I have
listened to the LORDmy God’s voice. I have
done according to all that you have com-
manded me. 15 Look down from your holy
habitation, from heaven, and bless your
people Israel, and the ground which you
have given us, as you swore to our fathers,
a land flowing withmilk and honey.”

16 Today the LORD your God commands
you to do these statutes and ordinances.
You shall therefore keep and do them with
all your heart and with all your soul. 17You

* 26:5 or, forefather
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have declared today that the LORD is your
God, and that you would walk in his ways,
keep his statutes, his commandments, and
his ordinances, and listen to his voice.
18TheLORDhasdeclared today that youare
a people for his own possession, as he has
promised you, and that you should keep all
his commandments. 19 He will make you
high above all nations that he has made, in
praise, in name, and in honor, and that you
may be a holy people to the LORDyourGod,
as he has spoken.

27
1 Moses and the elders of Israel com-

manded the people, saying, “Keep all the
commandment which I command you to-
day. 2 It shall be on the day when you shall
pass over the Jordan to the land which the
LORD your God gives you, that you shall
set yourself up great stones, and coat them
with plaster. 3 You shall write on them
all the words of this law, when you have
passed over, that you may go in to the land
which the LORD your God gives you, a land
flowing with milk and honey, as the LORD,
the God of your fathers, has promised you.
4 It shall be,whenyouhave crossedover the
Jordan, that you shall set up these stones,
which I command you today, on Mount
Ebal, and you shall coat them with plaster.
5There you shall build an altar to the LORD
your God, an altar of stones. You shall not
use any iron tool on them. 6You shall build
the LORD your God’s altar of uncut stones.
You shall offer burnt offerings on it to the
LORD your God. 7 You shall sacrifice peace
offerings, and shall eat there. You shall
rejoice before the LORD your God. 8 You
shallwriteon the stonesall thewordsof this
law very plainly.”

9 Moses and the Levitical priests spoke
to all Israel, saying, “Be silent and listen,
Israel! Today you have become the people
of theLORDyourGod. 10Youshall therefore
obey the LORD your God’s voice, and do his
commandments and his statutes, which I
command you today.”

11Moses commanded thepeople the same
day, saying, 12 “These shall stand on Mount
Gerizim to bless the people, when you have
crossed over the Jordan: Simeon, Levi,
Judah, Issachar, Joseph, and Benjamin.
13 These shall stand on Mount Ebal for the
curse: Reuben, Gad, Asher, Zebulun, Dan,
and Naphtali. 14 With a loud voice, the
Levites shall say to all the men of Israel,
15 ‘Cursed is the man who makes an en-
graved or molten image, an abomination

to the LORD, the work of the hands of the
craftsman, and sets it up in secret.’
All the people shall answer and say,

‘Amen.’
16 ‘Cursed is he who dishonors his father

or his mother.’
All the people shall say, ‘Amen.’
17 ‘Cursed is he who removes his neigh-

bor’s landmark.’
All the people shall say, ‘Amen.’
18 ‘Cursed is hewho leads the blind astray

on the road.’
All the people shall say, ‘Amen.’
19 ‘Cursed is he who withholds justice

from the foreigner, fatherless, and widow.’
All the people shall say, ‘Amen.’
20 ‘Cursed is hewho lies with* his father’s

wife, becausehedishonorshis father’s bed.’
All the people shall say, ‘Amen.’
21 ‘Cursed is he who lies with any kind of

animal.’
All the people shall say, ‘Amen.’
22 ‘Cursed is hewho lieswith his sister, his

father’s daughter or hismother’s daughter.’
All the people shall say, ‘Amen.’
23 ‘Cursed is he who lies with his mother-

in-law.’
All the people shall say, ‘Amen.’
24 ‘Cursed is he who secretly kills his

neighbor.’
All the people shall say, ‘Amen.’
25 ‘Cursed is hewho takes abribe to kill an

innocent person.’
All the people shall say, ‘Amen.’
26 ‘Cursed is he who doesn’t uphold the

words of this law by doing them.’
All the people shall say, ‘Amen.’ ”

28
1 It shall happen, if you shall listen dili-

gently to the LORD your God’s voice, to
observe to do all his commandmentswhich
I command you today, that the LORD your
God will set you high above all the nations
of the earth. 2All these blessings will come
upon you, and overtake you, if you listen to
the LORD your God’s voice. 3 You shall be
blessed in the city, and you shall be blessed
in the field. 4 You shall be blessed in the
fruit of your body, the fruit of your ground,
the fruit of your animals, the increase of
your livestock, and the young of your flock.
5 Your basket and your kneading trough
shall be blessed. 6 You shall be blessed
when you come in, and you shall be blessed
when you go out. 7 The LORD will cause
your enemies who rise up against you to
be struck before you. They will come out
against you one way, and will flee before
you seven ways. 8The LORDwill command

* 27:20 i.e., has sexual relations with
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the blessing on you in your barns, and in
all that you put your hand to. He will bless
you in the land which the LORD your God
gives you. 9The LORDwill establish you for
a holy people to himself, as he has sworn to
you, if you shall keep the commandments of
the LORD your God, and walk in his ways.
10All the peoples of the earth shall see that
you are called by the LORD’s name, and
they will be afraid of you. 11The LORD will
grant you abundant prosperity in the fruit
of your body, in the fruit of your livestock,
and in the fruit of your ground, in the land
which the LORD swore to your fathers to
give you. 12 The LORD will open to you his
good treasure in the sky, to give the rain of
your land in its season, and to bless all the
work of your hand. You will lend to many
nations, and you will not borrow. 13 The
LORD will make you the head, and not the
tail. You will be above only, and you will
not be beneath, if you listen to the com-
mandments of the LORD your God which I
command you today, to observe and to do,
14 and shall not turn away from any of the
words which I command you today, to the
right hand or to the left, to go after other
gods to serve them.

15But it shall come to pass, if you will not
listen to the LORD your God’s voice, to ob-
serve to do all his commandments and his
statutes which I command you today, that
all these curses will come on you and over-
take you. 16 You will be cursed in the city,
and you will be cursed in the field. 17 Your
basket and your kneading trough will be
cursed. 18The fruit of your body, the fruit of
your ground, the increase of your livestock,
and the young of your flock will be cursed.
19Youwill be cursedwhenyou come in, and
you will be cursed when you go out. 20 The
LORD will send on you cursing, confusion,
and rebuke in all that you put your hand
to do, until you are destroyed and until you
perish quickly, because of the evil of your
doings, by which you have forsaken me.
21 The LORD will make the pestilence cling
to you, until he has consumed you from off
the landwhere yougo in to possess it. 22The
LORD will strike you with consumption,
with fever, with inflammation, with fiery
heat, with the sword, with blight, and with
mildew. They will pursue you until you
perish. 23 Your sky that is over your head
will be bronze, and the earth that is under
you will be iron. 24The LORDwill make the
rain of your land powder and dust. It will
come down on you from the sky, until you
are destroyed. 25 The LORD will cause you
to be struck before your enemies. You will
go out one way against them, and will flee
seven ways before them. You will be tossed

back and forth among all the kingdoms of
the earth. 26 Your dead bodies will be food
to all birds of the sky, and to the animals
of the earth; and there will be no one to
frighten them away. 27The LORDwill strike
youwith theboils of Egypt,with the tumors,
with the scurvy, and with the itch, of which
you can not be healed. 28 The LORD will
strike you with madness, with blindness,
and with astonishment of heart. 29 You
will grope at noonday, as the blind gropes
in darkness, and you shall not prosper in
your ways. You will only be oppressed and
robbed always, and there will be no one to
save you. 30 You will betroth a wife, and
another man shall lie with her. You will
build ahouse, andyouwon’t dwell in it. You
will plant a vineyard, and not use its fruit.
31Youroxwill be slainbeforeyoureyes, and
you will not eat any of it. Your donkey will
be violently taken away from before your
face, and will not be restored to you. Your
sheep will be given to your enemies, and
you will have no one to save you. 32 Your
sons and your daughters will be given to
another people. Your eyes will look and fail
with longing for them all day long. There
will be no power in your hand. 33A nation
which you don’t know will eat the fruit of
your ground and all of your work. You will
only beoppressedand crushedalways, 34so
that the sights that you see with your eyes
will drive you mad. 35The LORD will strike
you in the knees and in the legs with a sore
boil, of which you cannot be healed, from
the sole of your foot to the crown of your
head. 36The LORDwill bring you, and your
king whom you will set over yourselves, to
a nation that you have not known, you nor
your fathers. There you will serve other
gods of wood and stone. 37You will become
an astonishment, a proverb, and a byword
among all the peoples where the LORDwill
lead you away. 38You will carry much seed
out into thefield, andwill gather little in, for
the locust will consume it. 39 You will plant
vineyards and dress them, but youwill nei-
ther drink of thewine, nor harvest, because
worms will eat them. 40You will have olive
trees throughout all your borders, but you
won’t anoint yourself with the oil, for your
olives will drop off. 41 You will father sons
and daughters, but they will not be yours,
for theywill go into captivity. 42Locustswill
consume all of your trees and the fruit of
yourground. 43The foreignerwho isamong
you will mount up above you higher and
higher, and you will come down lower and
lower. 44He will lend to you, and you won’t
lend to him. He will be the head, and you
will be the tail.

45All these curses will come on you, and
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will pursue you and overtake you, until
you are destroyed, because you didn’t lis-
ten to the LORD your God’s voice, to keep
his commandments and his statutes which
he commanded you. 46 They will be for a
sign and for a wonder to you and to your
offspring forever. 47 Because you didn’t
serve the LORD your God with joyfulness
andwith gladness of heart, by reason of the
abundance of all things; 48 therefore you
will serve your enemies whom the LORD
sends against you, in hunger, in thirst, in
nakedness, and in lack of all things. He will
put an iron yoke on your neck until he has
destroyed you. 49 The LORD will bring a
nation against you from far away, from the
end of the earth, as the eagle flies: a nation
whose language you will not understand,
50 a nation of fierce facial expressions, that
doesn’t respect the elderly, nor show favor
to the young. 51 They will eat the fruit of
your livestock and the fruit of your ground,
until you are destroyed. They also won’t
leave you grain, newwine, oil, the increase
of your livestock, or the young of your
flock, until they have caused you to perish.
52 They will besiege you in all your gates
until your high and fortified walls in which
you trusted comedown throughout all your
land. They will besiege you in all your
gates throughout all your land which the
LORD your God has given you. 53 You will
eat the fruit of your own body, the flesh of
your sons and of your daughters, whom the
LORD your God has given you, in the siege
and in thedistresswithwhichyourenemies
will distress you. 54 The man who is tender
among you, and very delicate, his eye will
be evil toward his brother, toward the wife
whom he loves, and toward the remnant
of his children whom he has remaining,
55 so that he will not give to any of them of
the flesh of his children whom he will eat,
because he has nothing left to him, in the
siege and in the distress with which your
enemy will distress you in all your gates.
56 The tender and delicate woman among
you, who would not venture to set the sole
of her foot on the ground for delicateness
and tenderness, her eye will be evil toward
the husband that she loves, toward her son,
toward her daughter, 57 toward her young
one who comes out from between her feet,
and toward her children whom she bears;
for she will eat them secretly for lack of all
things in the siege and in the distress with
which your enemywill distress you in your
gates. 58 If you will not observe to do all
thewords of this law that arewritten in this

book, that you may fear this glorious and
fearful name, THE LORD* your God, 59 then
the LORD will make your plagues and the
plaguesofyouroffspring fearful, evengreat
plagues, and of long duration, and severe
sicknesses, and of long duration. 60He will
bring on you again all the diseases of Egypt,
which you were afraid of; and they will
cling to you. 61Also every sickness and ev-
ery plague which is not written in the book
of this law, the LORDwill bring themonyou
until you are destroyed. 62 You will be left
few in number, even though you were as
the stars of the sky for multitude, because
you didn’t listen to the LORD your God’s
voice. 63 It will happen that as the LORD
rejoiced over you to do you good, and to
multiply you, so the LORD will rejoice over
you to cause you to perish and to destroy
you. You will be plucked from the land that
youaregoing in topossess. 64TheLORDwill
scatteryouamongall peoples, fromoneend
of the earth to the other end of the earth.
There you will serve other gods which you
havenot known, younor your fathers, even
wood and stone. 65 Among these nations
you will find no ease, and there will be no
rest for the sole of your foot; but the LORD
will giveyou therea tremblingheart, failing
of eyes, and pining of soul. 66 Your life will
hang indoubt before you. Youwill be afraid
night and day, and will have no assurance
of your life. 67 In the morning you will say,
“I wish it were evening!” and at evening
you will say, “I wish it were morning!” for
the fear of your heart which you will fear,
and for the sights which your eyes will see.
68The LORDwill bring you into Egypt again
with ships, by theway ofwhich I told to you
that you would never see it again. There
you will offer yourselves to your enemies
formaleand female slaves, andnobodywill
buy you.

29
1 These are the words of the covenant

which the LORD commanded Moses to
make with the children of Israel in the land
of Moab, in addition to the covenant which
hemadewith them inHoreb. 2Moses called
to all Israel, and said to them:
Your eyes have seen all that the LORD did

in the landofEgypt toPharaoh, and toallhis
servants, and toall his land; 3 thegreat trials
which your eyes saw, the signs, and those
greatwonders. 4But theLORDhasnotgiven
you a heart to know, eyes to see, and ears to
hear, to this day. 5 I have led you forty years
in the wilderness. Your clothes have not

* 28:58 LORD or GOD in all caps is from theHebrewיהוה Yahweh exceptwhen otherwise noted as being from the short
form יה Yah.
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grown old on you, and your sandals have
not grown old on your feet. 6 You have not
eaten bread, neither have you drunk wine
or strong drink, that you may know that I
am the LORD your God. 7When you came
to this place, Sihon the king of Heshbon and
Og the king of Bashan came out against us
to battle, and we struck them. 8 We took
their land, and gave it for an inheritance to
the Reubenites, and to the Gadites, and to
the half-tribe of theManassites. 9Therefore
keep the words of this covenant and do
them, that you may prosper in all that you
do. 10All of you stand today in the presence
of the LORD your God: your heads, your
tribes, your elders, and your officers, even
all the men of Israel, 11 your little ones,
your wives, and the foreigners who are in
the middle of your camps, from the one
who cuts your wood to the one who draws
your water, 12 that you may enter into the
covenant of the LORD your God, and into
his oath, which the LORD your God makes
with you today, 13 that hemay establish you
todayashis people, and thathemaybeyour
God, as he spoke to you and as he swore to
your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to
Jacob. 14 Neither do I make this covenant
and this oath with you only, 15 but with
those who stand here with us today before
the LORD our God, and also with those who
are not here with us today 16 (for you know
howwe lived in the land of Egypt, and how
we came through the middle of the nations
through which you passed; 17and you have
seen their abominations and their idols of
wood, stone, silver, and gold, which were
among them); 18 lest there should be among
you man, woman, family, or tribe whose
heart turns away today from the LORD our
God, to go to serve the gods of those nations;
lest there should be among you a root that
produces bitter poison; 19 and it happen,
when he hears the words of this curse,
that he bless himself in his heart, saying,
“I shall have peace, though I walk in the
stubbornness of my heart,” to destroy the
moist with the dry. 20 The LORD will not
pardon him, but then the LORD’s anger and
his jealousy will smoke against that man,
and all the curse that is written in this book
will fall on him, and the LORD will blot out
his name from under the sky. 21 The LORD
will set himapart for evil out of all the tribes
of Israel, according to all the curses of the
covenant written in this book of the law.

22The generation to come—your children
whowill riseupafter you, and the foreigner
who will come from a far land—will say,
when they see the plagues of that land,
and the sicknesses with which the LORD
has made it sick, 23 that all of its land is

sulfur, salt, and burning, that it is not sown,
doesn’t produce, nor does any grass grow in
it, like the overthrow of Sodom, Gomorrah,
Admah, andZeboiim,which theLORDover-
threw inhis anger, and in hiswrath. 24Even
all the nations will say, “Why has the LORD
done this to this land? What does the heat
of this great anger mean?”

25Thenmenwill say, “Because they aban-
doned the covenant of the LORD, the God
of their fathers, which he made with them
when he brought them out of the land
of Egypt, 26 and went and served other
gods and worshiped them, gods that they
didn’t know and that he had not given
to them. 27 Therefore the LORD’s anger
burned against this land, to bring on it all
the curses that are written in this book.
28 The LORD rooted them out of their land
in anger, inwrath, and in great indignation,
and thrust them into another land, as it is
today.”

29 The secret things belong to the LORD
our God; but the things that are revealed
belong to us and to our children forever,
that wemay do all the words of this law.

30
1 It shall happen, when all these things

have come on you, the blessing and the
curse, which I have set before you, and you
shall call them to mind among all the na-
tions where the LORD your God has driven
you, 2 and return to the LORD your God
and obey his voice according to all that I
command you today, you and your chil-
dren, with all your heart and with all your
soul, 3 that then the LORD your God will
release you from captivity, have compas-
sion on you, andwill return and gather you
from all the peoples where the LORD your
God has scattered you. 4 If your outcasts
are in the uttermost parts of the heavens,
from there the LORD your God will gather
you, and from there he will bring you back.
5The LORDyourGodwill bring you into the
landwhich your fathers possessed, and you
will possess it. He will do you good, and
increase your numbers more than your fa-
thers. 6The LORD your God will circumcise
your heart, and the heart of your offspring,
to love the LORD your God with all your
heart and with all your soul, that you may
live. 7The LORD your God will put all these
curses on your enemies and on those who
hate you, who persecuted you. 8 You shall
returnandobey theLORD’svoice, anddoall
his commandments which I command you
today. 9 The LORD your God will make you
prosperous in all the work of your hand, in
the fruit of your body, in the fruit of your
livestock, and in the fruit of your ground,
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for good; for the LORD will again rejoice
over you for good, as he rejoiced over your
fathers, 10 if you will obey the LORD your
God’s voice, to keep his commandments
and his statutes which are written in this
bookof the law, if you turn to theLORDyour
God with all your heart and with all your
soul.

11 For this commandment which I com-
mand you today is not too hard for you
or too distant. 12 It is not in heaven, that
you should say, “Who will go up for us to
heaven, bring it to us, and proclaim it to
us, that we may do it?” 13 Neither is it
beyond the sea, that you should say, “Who
will go over the sea for us, bring it to us,
and proclaim it to us, that we may do it?”
14But the word is very near to you, in your
mouth and in your heart, that you may do
it. 15Behold, I have set before you today life
and prosperity, and death and evil. 16 For
I command you today to love the LORD
your God, to walk in his ways and to keep
his commandments, his statutes, and his
ordinances, that youmay live andmultiply,
and that the LORD your God may bless you
in the land where you go in to possess it.
17But if your heart turns away, and youwill
not hear, but are drawn away and worship
other gods, and serve them, 18 I declare
to you today that you will surely perish.
You will not prolong your days in the land
where you pass over the Jordan to go in
to possess it. 19 I call heaven and earth to
witness against you today that I have set
before you life and death, the blessing and
the curse. Therefore choose life, that you
may live, you and your descendants, 20 to
love the LORD your God, to obey his voice,
and to cling to him; for he is your life, and
the length of your days, that youmay dwell
in the land which the LORD swore to your
fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob,
to give them.

31
1Moseswent and spoke thesewords to all

Israel. 2He said to them, “I am one hundred
twenty years old today. I can no more go
out and come in. The LORD has said to me,
‘You shall not go over this Jordan.’ 3 The
LORD your God himself will go over before
you. He will destroy these nations from
before you, and you shall dispossess them.
Joshuawill go over before you, as the LORD
has spoken. 4 The LORD will do to them
as he did to Sihon and to Og, the kings of
the Amorites, and to their land, when he
destroyed them. 5 The LORD will deliver
them up before you, and you shall do to
them according to all the commandment
which I have commanded you. 6 Be strong

and courageous. Don’t be afraid or scared
of them, for the LORD your God himself is
who goes with you. He will not fail you nor
forsake you.”

7Moses called to Joshua, and said to him
in the sight of all Israel, “Be strong and
courageous, for you shall go with this peo-
ple into the landwhich the LORDhas sworn
to their fathers to give them; and you shall
cause them to inherit it. 8The LORDhimself
iswho goes before you. Hewill bewith you.
He will not fail you nor forsake you. Don’t
be afraid. Don’t be discouraged.”

9 Moses wrote this law and delivered it
to the priests the sons of Levi, who bore
the ark of the LORD’s covenant, and to all
the elders of Israel. 10 Moses commanded
them, saying, “At the end of every seven
years, in the set time of the year of release,
in the feast of booths, 11 when all Israel
has come to appear before the LORD your
God in the place which he will choose, you
shall read this law before all Israel in their
hearing. 12 Assemble the people, the men
and the women and the little ones, and the
foreigners who are within your gates, that
they may hear, learn, fear the LORD your
God, and observe to do all the words of
this law, 13 and that their children, who
havenot known,mayhear and learn to fear
the LORD your God, as long as you live in
the land where you go over the Jordan to
possess it.”

14The LORD said to Moses, “Behold, your
days approach that you must die. Call
Joshua, and present yourselves in the Tent
of Meeting, that I may commission him.”
Moses and Joshua went, and presented

themselves in the Tent of Meeting.
15 The LORD appeared in the Tent in a

pillar of cloud, and the pillar of cloud stood
over the Tent’s door. 16 The LORD said to
Moses, “Behold, you shall sleep with your
fathers. This people will rise up and play
the prostitute after the strange gods of the
land where they go to be among them, and
will forsake me and break my covenant
which I have made with them. 17 Then
my anger shall be kindled against them in
that day, and I will forsake them, and I
will hidemy face from them, and they shall
be devoured, and many evils and troubles
shall come on them; so that they will say
in that day, ‘Haven’t these evils come on us
because our God is not among us?’ 18 I will
surely hide my face in that day for all the
evilwhich theyhavedone, in that theyhave
turned to other gods.

19 “Now therefore write this song for
yourselves, and teach it to the children of
Israel. Put it in their mouths, that this song
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may be a witness for me against the chil-
dren of Israel. 20 For when I have brought
them into the land which I swore to their
fathers, flowing with milk and honey, and
they have eaten and filled themselves, and
grown fat, then theywill turn to other gods,
and serve them, and despise me, and break
my covenant. 21 It will happen, whenmany
evils and troubles have come on them, that
this song will testify before them as a wit-
ness; for it will not be forgotten out of the
mouths of their descendants; for I know
their ways and what they are doing today,
before I have brought them into the land
which I promised them.”

22 SoMoses wrote this song the same day,
and taught it to the children of Israel.

23 He commissioned Joshua the son of
Nun, and said, “Be strong and courageous;
foryoushall bring thechildrenof Israel into
the land which I swore to them. I will be
with you.”

24 When Moses had finished writing the
words of this law in a book, until they were
finished, 25Moses commanded the Levites,
who bore the ark of the LORD’s covenant,
saying, 26 “Take this book of the law, and
put it by the side of the ark of the LORD
your God’s covenant, that it may be there
for awitness against you. 27For I knowyour
rebellion and your stiff neck. Behold, while
I amyet alivewith you today, youhavebeen
rebellious against the LORD. How much
more after my death? 28 Assemble to me
all the elders of your tribes and your offi-
cers, that I may speak these words in their
ears, and call heaven and earth to witness
against them. 29 For I know that after my
death you will utterly corrupt yourselves,
and turn away from the way which I have
commanded you; and evil will happen to
you in the latter days, because you will do
that which is evil in the LORD’s sight, to
provoke him to anger through the work of
your hands.”

30 Moses spoke in the ears of all the as-
sembly of Israel thewords of this song, until
they were finished.

32
1Give ear, you heavens, and I will speak.

Let the earth hear the words of my
mouth.

2My doctrine will drop as the rain.
My speech will condense as the dew,
as themisty rain on the tender grass,
as the showers on the herb.

3For I will proclaim the LORD’s name.
Ascribe greatness to our God!

4The Rock: his work is perfect,
for all his ways are just.

A God of faithfulness who does no
wrong,

just and right is he.
5They have dealt corruptly with him.

They are not his children, because of
their defect.

Theyareaperverseandcrookedgener-
ation.

6 Is this the way you repay the LORD,
foolish and unwise people?

Isn’t he your father who has bought you?
He has made you and established you.

7Remember the days of old.
Consider the years of many genera-
tions.

Ask your father, and he will show you;
your elders, and they will tell you.

8 When the Most High gave to the nations
their inheritance,

whenheseparated thechildrenofmen,
he set the bounds of the peoples

according to the number of the chil-
dren of Israel.

9For the LORD’s portion is his people.
Jacob is the lot of his inheritance.

10He found him in a desert land,
in the waste howling wilderness.

He surrounded him.
He cared for him.
He kept him as the apple of his eye.

11As an eagle that stirs up her nest,
that flutters over her young,

he spread abroad his wings,
he took them,
he bore them on his feathers.

12The LORD alone led him.
There was no foreign god with him.

13 He made him ride on the high places of
the earth.

He ate the increase of the field.
Hecausedhimtosuckhoneyoutof therock,

oil out of the flinty rock;
14 butter from the herd, and milk from the

flock,
with fat of lambs,
rams of the breed of Bashan, and goats,
with the finest of the wheat.
From the blood of the grape, you drank
wine.

15But Jeshurun grew fat, and kicked.
You have grown fat.
You have grown thick.
You have become sleek.

Then he abandoned Godwhomade him,
and rejected the Rock of his salvation.

16Theymoved him to jealousywith strange
gods.

They provoked him to anger with
abominations.

17They sacrificed to demons, not God,
to gods that they didn’t know,
to new gods that came up recently,
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which your fathers didn’t dread.
18Of the Rock who became your father, you

are unmindful,
and have forgotten God who gave you
birth.

19The LORD saw and abhorred,
because of the provocation of his sons
and his daughters.

20He said, “I will hide my face from them.
I will see what their end will be;

for they are a very perverse generation,
children in whom is no faithfulness.

21Theyhavemovedmeto jealousywith that
which is not God.

They have provoked me to anger with
their vanities.

Iwillmove them to jealousywith thosewho
are not a people.

I will provoke them to anger with a
foolish nation.

22For a fire is kindled inmy anger,
that burns to the lowest Sheol,*
devours the earth with its increase,
and sets the foundations of the moun-
tains on fire.

23 “I will heap evils on them.
I will spendmy arrows on them.

24They shall be wasted with hunger,
and devoured with burning heat
and bitter destruction.

I will send the teeth of animals on them,
with the venom of vipers that glide in
the dust.

25Outside the sword will bereave,
and in the rooms,
terror on both youngman and virgin,
the nursing infantwith the gray-haired
man.

26 I said that I would scatter them afar.
I would make their memory to cease
from amongmen;

27were it not that I feared the provocation
of the enemy,

lest their adversaries should judge
wrongly,

lest they should say, ‘Our hand is ex-
alted;

the LORD has not done all this.’ ”
28For they are a nation void of counsel.

There is no understanding in them.
29Oh that they were wise, that they under-

stood this,
that they would consider their latter
end!

30How could one chase a thousand,

and two put ten thousand to flight,
unless their Rock had sold them,

and the LORD had delivered them up?
31For their rock is not as our Rock,

even our enemies themselves concede.
32For their vine is of the vine of Sodom,

of the fields of Gomorrah.
Their grapes are poison grapes.

Their clusters are bitter.
33Their wine is the poison of serpents,

the cruel venom of asps.

34 “Isn’t this laid up in store withme,
sealed up amongmy treasures?

35Vengeance is mine, and recompense,
at the time when their foot slides,

for the day of their calamity is at hand.
Their doom rushes at them.”

36For the LORDwill judge his people,
and have compassion on his servants,

when he sees that their power is gone,
that there is no one remaining, shut up
or left at large.

37Hewill say, “Where are their gods,
the rock in which they took refuge,

38which ate the fat of their sacrifices,
anddrank thewine of their drink offer-
ing?

Let them rise up and help you!
Let them be your protection.

39 “See now that I myself am he.
There is no god withme.

I kill and I make alive.
I wound and I heal.
There is no one who can deliver out of
my hand.

40 For I lift up my hand to heaven and de-
clare,

as I live forever,
41 if I sharpenmy glittering sword,

my hand grasps it in judgment;
I will take vengeance onmy adversaries,

and will repay those who hate me.
42 I will makemy arrows drunk with blood.

My sword shall devour flesh with the
blood of the slain and the captives,

from the head of the leaders of the en-
emy.”

43Rejoice, you nations, with his people,
for he will avenge the blood of his ser-
vants.

He will take vengeance on his adver-
saries,

* 32:22 Sheol is the place of the dead. † 32:43 For this verse, LXX reads: Rejoice, you heavens, with him, and let all
the angels of Godworship him; rejoice you Gentiles, with his people, and let all the sons of God strengthen themselves in
him; for he will avenge the blood of his sons, and he will render vengeance, and recompense justice to his enemies, and
will reward them that hate him; and the Lord shall purge the land of his people.
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and will make atonement for his land
and for his people.†

44Moses came and spoke all the words of
this song in the ears of the people, he and
Joshua the son of Nun. 45 Moses finished
reciting all these words to all Israel. 46 He
said to them, “Set yourheart to all thewords
which I testify to you today, which you shall
command your children to observe to do,
all the words of this law. 47 For it is no vain
thing for you, because it is your life, and
through this thing you shall prolong your
days in the land, where you go over the
Jordan to possess it.”

48 The LORD spoke to Moses that same
day, saying, 49 “Go up into this mountain
of Abarim, to Mount Nebo, which is in the
land of Moab, that is across from Jericho;
and see the land of Canaan, which I give
to the children of Israel for a possession.
50 Die on the mountain where you go up,
and be gathered to your people, as Aaron
your brother died on Mount Hor, and was
gathered to his people; 51 because you tres-
passed against me among the children of
Israel at the waters of Meribah of Kadesh,
in the wilderness of Zin; because you didn’t
uphold my holiness among the children of
Israel. 52 For you shall see the land from a
distance; but you shall not go there into the
land which I give the children of Israel.”

33
1 This is the blessing with which Moses

the man of God blessed the children of Is-
rael before his death. 2He said,
“The LORD came from Sinai,

and rose from Seir to them.
He shone fromMount Paran.

Hecame fromthe ten thousandsofholy
ones.

At his right hand was a fiery law for
them.*

3Yes, he loves the people.
All his saints are in your hand.
They sat down at your feet.
Each receives your words.

4Moses commanded us a law,
an inheritance for the assembly of Ja-
cob.

5Hewas king in Jeshurun,
when the heads of the people were
gathered,

all the tribes of Israel together.

6 “Let Reuben live, and not die;
Nor let his men be few.”

7This is for Judah. He said,
“Hear, LORD, the voice of Judah.

Bring him in to his people.
With his hands he contended for himself.

You shall be a help against his adver-
saries.”

8About Levi he said,
“Your Thummim and your Urim are with

your godly one,
whom you proved at Massah,
with whom you contended at the wa-
ters of Meribah.

9He said of his father, and of his mother, ‘I
have not seen him.’

He didn’t acknowledge his brothers,
nor did he know his own children;

for they have observed your word,
and keep your covenant.

10They shall teach Jacob your ordinances,
and Israel your law.

They shall put incense before you,
andwhole burnt offering on your altar.

11LORD, bless his skills.
Accept the work of his hands.

Strike through the hips of thosewho rise up
against him,

of those who hate him, that they not
rise again.”

12About Benjamin he said,
“The beloved of the LORD will dwell in

safety by him.
He covers him all day long.
He dwells between his shoulders.”

13About Joseph he said,
“His land is blessed by the LORD,

for the precious things of the heavens,
for the dew,

for the deep that couches beneath,
14 for the precious things of the fruits of the

sun,
for the precious things that the moon
can yield,

15 for the best things of the ancient moun-
tains,

for the precious things of the everlast-
ing hills,

16 for the precious things of the earth and its
fullness,

the good will of him who lived in the
bush.†

Let this come on the head of Joseph,
on the crown of the head of him who
was separated from his brothers.

17 Majesty belongs to the firstborn of his
herd.

His horns are the horns of the wild ox.
With them he will push all the peoples
to the ends of the earth.

They are the ten thousands of Ephraim.
They are the thousands of Manasseh.”

18About Zebulun he said,
* 33:2 another manuscript reads “He came with myriads of holy ones from the south, from his mountain slopes.”
† 33:16 i.e., the burning bush of Exodus 3:3-4.
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“Rejoice, Zebulun, in your going out;
and Issachar, in your tents.

19 They will call the peoples to the moun-
tain.

There they will offer sacrifices of righ-
teousness,

for theywill draw out the abundance of the
seas,

the hidden treasures of the sand.”
20About Gad he said,

“Hewho enlarges Gad is blessed.
He dwells as a lioness,
and tears the arm and the crown of the
head.

21He provided the first part for himself,
for the lawgiver’s portionwas reserved
for him.

He camewith the heads of the people.
He executed the righteousness of the
LORD,

His ordinances with Israel.”
22About Dan he said,

“Dan is a lion’s cub
that leaps out of Bashan.”

23About Naphtali he said,
“Naphtali, satisfied with favor,

full of the LORD’s blessing,
Possess the west and the south.”

24About Asher he said,
“Asher is blessed with children.

Let him be acceptable to his brothers.
Let him dip his foot in oil.

25Your bars will be iron and bronze.
As your days, so your strength will be.

26 “There is no one like God, Jeshurun,
who rides on theheavens for yourhelp,
in his excellency on the skies.

27The eternal God is your dwelling place.
Underneath are the everlasting arms.

He thrust out the enemy from before you,
and said, ‘Destroy!’

28 Israel dwells in safety,
the fountain of Jacob alone,

In a land of grain and newwine.
Yes, his heavens drop down dew.

29You are happy, Israel!
Who is like you, a people saved by the
LORD,

the shield of your help,
the sword of your excellency?

Your enemies will submit themselves to
you.

You will tread on their high places.”
34

1Moses went up from the plains of Moab
to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, that is
opposite Jericho. The LORD showed him all
the land of Gilead to Dan, 2and all Naphtali,
and the land of Ephraim and Manasseh,

and all the land of Judah, to the Western
Sea, 3 and the south,* and the Plain of the
valley of Jericho the city of palm trees, to
Zoar. 4 The LORD said to him, “This is the
land which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac,
and to Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to your
offspring.’ I have caused you to see it with
your eyes, but you shall not go over there.”

5 So Moses the servant of the LORD died
there in the land of Moab, according to the
LORD’s word. 6He buried him in the valley
in the land of Moab opposite Beth Peor, but
nomanknowswherehis tomb is to this day.
7Moses was one hundred twenty years old
when he died. His eye was not dim, nor his
strength gone. 8The children of Israel wept
for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days,
until the days of weeping in the mourning
for Moses were ended. 9 Joshua the son
of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom,
for Moses had laid his hands on him. The
children of Israel listened to him, anddid as
the LORDcommandedMoses. 10Since then,
there has not arisen a prophet in Israel like
Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face,
11 in all the signs and thewonderswhich the
LORD sent him to do in the land of Egypt, to
Pharaoh, and to all his servants, and to all
his land, 12 and in all the mighty hand, and
in all the awesome deeds, which Moses did
in the sight of all Israel.

* 34:3 or, Negev
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The Book of
Joshua

1Nowafter thedeathofMoses the servant
of the LORD,* the LORD spoke to Joshua the
son ofNun,Moses’ servant, saying, 2 “Moses
my servant is dead. Now therefore arise, go
across this Jordan, you and all these people,
to the land which I am giving to them, even
to the children of Israel. 3 I have given
you every place that the sole of your foot
will tread on, as I told Moses. 4 From the
wilderness and this Lebanon even to the
great river, the river Euphrates, all the land
of the Hittites, and to the great sea toward
the going down of the sun, shall be your
border. 5 No man will be able to stand
before you all the days of your life. As I was
with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not
fail you nor forsake you.

6 “Be strong and courageous; for you shall
cause this people to inherit the land which
I swore to their fathers to give them. 7Only
be strong and very courageous. Be careful
to observe to do according to all the law
which Moses my servant commanded you.
Don’t turn from it to the right hand or to
the left, that you may have good success
wherever you go. 8 This book of the law
shall not depart from your mouth, but you
shall meditate on it day and night, that you
may observe to do according to all that is
written in it; for then you shall make your
way prosperous, and then you shall have
good success. 9Haven’t I commanded you?
Be strong and courageous. Don’t be afraid.
Don’t be dismayed, for the LORD your God†
is with you wherever you go.”

10Then Joshuacommanded theofficersof
thepeople, saying, 11“Pass through themid-
dle of the camp, and command the people,
saying, ‘Prepare food; for within three days
you are to pass over this Jordan, to go in to
possess the land which the LORD your God
gives you to possess.’ ”

12 Joshua spoke to the Reubenites, and
to the Gadites, and to the half-tribe of
Manasseh, saying, 13 “Remember the word
which Moses the servant of the LORD com-
manded you, saying, ‘The LORD your God
gives you rest, and will give you this land.
14 Your wives, your little ones, and your
livestock shall live in the land which Moses
gave you beyond the Jordan; but you shall
pass over before your brothers armed, all
the mighty men of valor, and shall help

them 15 until the LORD has given your
brothers rest, as he has given you, and
theyhave also possessed the landwhich the
LORD your God gives them. Then you shall
return to the land of your possession and
possess it, which Moses the servant of the
LORD gave you beyond the Jordan toward
the sunrise.’ ”

16They answered Joshua, saying, “All that
you have commanded us we will do, and
wherever you send us we will go. 17 Just
as we listened to Moses in all things, so will
we listen to you. Only may the LORD your
God be with you, as he was with Moses.
18Whoever rebels against your command-
ment, and doesn’t listen to yourwords in all
that you command him shall himself be put
to death. Only be strong and courageous.”

2
1 Joshua the son of Nun secretly sent two

men out of Shittim as spies, saying, “Go,
view the land, including Jericho.” They
went and came into the house of a pros-
titute whose name was Rahab, and slept
there.

2 The king of Jericho was told, “Behold,*
men of the children of Israel came in here
tonight to spy out the land.”

3 Jericho’s king sent to Rahab, saying,
“Bring out the men who have come to you,
who have entered into your house; for they
have come to spy out all the land.”

4 The woman took the two men and hid
them. Then she said, “Yes, the men came
to me, but I didn’t know where they came
from. 5 About the time of the shutting of
the gate, when it was dark, the men went
out. Where the men went, I don’t know.
Pursue them quickly. You may catch up
with them.” 6 But she had brought them
up to the roof, and hidden them under the
stalks of flax which she had laid in order
on the roof. 7The men pursued them along
the way to the fords of the Jordan River. As
soon as those who pursued them had gone
out, they shut the gate. 8 Before they had
lain down, she came up to themon the roof.
9She said to themen, “I know that the LORD
has given you the land, and that the fear of
you has fallen upon us, and that all the in-
habitants of the landmelt away before you.
10 For we have heard how the LORD dried
up the water of the Red Sea before you,
when you came out of Egypt; and what you
did to the two kings of the Amorites, who
were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and to
Og, whom you utterly destroyed. 11As soon

* 1:1 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”,
usually pronounced Yahweh). † 1:9 The Hebrew word rendered “God” is “” (Elohim). * 2:2 “Behold”, from “”,
means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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as we had heard it, our hearts melted, and
there wasn’t any more spirit in any man,
because of you: for the LORD your God,
he is God in heaven above, and on earth
beneath. 12Now therefore, please swear to
me by the LORD, since I have dealt kindly
with you, that you alsowill deal kindlywith
my father’s house, and give me a true sign;
13and that youwill save alivemy father, my
mother, my brothers, and my sisters, and
all that they have, andwill deliver our lives
from death.”

14Themen said to her, “Our life for yours,
if you don’t talk about this business of ours;
and it shall be, when the LORD gives us the
land, thatwewill deal kindly and trulywith
you.”

15 Then she let them down by a cord
through the window; for her house was
on the side of the wall, and she lived on
the wall. 16 She said to them, “Go to the
mountain, lest the pursuers find you. Hide
yourselves there three days, until the pur-
suers have returned. Afterward, you may
go your way.”

17 The men said to her, “We will be guilt-
less of this your oath which you’ve made
us to swear. 18 Behold, when we come into
the land, tie this line of scarlet thread in
the windowwhich you used to let us down.
Gather to yourself into the house your fa-
ther, your mother, your brothers, and all
your father’s household. 19 It shall be that
whoever goesout of thedoorsof yourhouse
into the street, his bloodwill be on his head,
and we will be guiltless. Whoever is with
you in the house, his blood shall be on our
head, if anyhand is onhim. 20But if you talk
about this business of ours, thenwe shall be
guiltless of your oathwhich you’vemade us
to swear.”

21 She said, “Let it be as you have said.”
She sent them away, and they departed.
Then she tied the scarlet line in thewindow.

22 They went and came to the mountain,
and stayed there three days, until the pur-
suers had returned. The pursuers sought
themall along theway, but didn’t find them.
23 Then the two men returned, descended
from the mountain, crossed the river, and
came to Joshua the son of Nun. They told
him all that had happened to them. 24They
said to Joshua, “Truly the LORD has deliv-
ered all the land into our hands. Moreover,
all the inhabitants of the land melt away
before us.”

3
1 Joshua got up early in the morning;

and they moved from Shittim and came
to the Jordan, he and all the children of
Israel. They camped there before they
crossed over. 2 After three days, the offi-
cers went through the middle of the camp;
3 and they commanded the people, saying,
“When you see the ark of the LORD your
God’s covenant, and the Levitical priests
bearing it, then leave your place and follow
it. 4 Yet there shall be a space between
you and it of about two thousand cubits* by
measure—don’t come closer to it—that you
may know the way by which you must go;
for you have not passed this way before.”

5 Joshua said to the people, “Sanctify
yourselves; for tomorrow the LORD will do
wonders among you.”

6 Joshuaspoke to thepriests, saying, “Take
up the ark of the covenant, and cross over
before the people.” They took up the ark of
the covenant, and went before the people.

7 The LORD said to Joshua, “Today I will
begin to magnify you in the sight of all
Israel, that theymayknowthatas Iwaswith
Moses, so I will be with you. 8 You shall
command the priests who bear the ark of
the covenant, saying, ‘When you come to
the brink of the waters of the Jordan, you
shall stand still in the Jordan.’ ”

9 Joshua said to the children of Israel,
“Come here, and hear the words of the
LORD your God.” 10 Joshua said, “By this
you shall know that the living God is among
you, and that he will without fail drive the
Canaanite, the Hittite, the Hivite, the Per-
izzite, the Girgashite, the Amorite, and the
Jebusite out from before you. 11 Behold,
the ark of the covenant of the Lord† of all
the earth passes over before you into the
Jordan. 12 Now therefore take twelve men
out of the tribes of Israel, for every tribe a
man. 13 It shall be that when the soles of the
feet of the priestswho bear the ark of GOD,‡
the Lord of all the earth, rest in the waters
of the Jordan, that the waters of the Jordan
will be cut off. The waters that come down
from above shall stand in one heap.”

14 When the people moved from their
tents to pass over the Jordan, the priests
who bore the ark of the covenant being
before the people, 15 and when those who
bore the ark had come to the Jordan, and
the feet of the priests who bore the ark had
dipped in the edge of the water (for the
Jordan overflows all its banks all the time

* 3:4 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters, so 2,000 cubits is about 920 meters. † 3:11 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” ‡ 3:13 When
rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”, usually
pronounced Yahweh).
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of harvest), 16 the waters which came down
from above stood, and rose up in one heap
a great way off, at Adam, the city that is
beside Zarethan; and those that went down
toward the sea of the Arabah, even the Salt
Sea, were wholly cut off. Then the people
passed over near Jericho. 17 The priests
who bore the ark of the LORD’s covenant
stood firm on dry ground in the middle of
the Jordan; and all Israel crossed over on
dry ground, until all the nation had passed
completely over the Jordan.

4
1 When all the nation had completely

crossed over the Jordan, the LORD spoke to
Joshua, saying, 2 “Take twelve men out of
the people, a man out of every tribe, 3 and
command them, saying, ‘Take from out of
the middle of the Jordan, out of the place
where the priests’ feet stood firm, twelve
stones, carry them over with you, and lay
them down in the place where you’ll camp
tonight.’ ”

4 Then Joshua called the twelve men
whomhehadpreparedof the childrenof Is-
rael, a man out of every tribe. 5 Joshua said
to them, “Cross before the ark of the LORD
your God into themiddle of the Jordan, and
each of you pick up a stone and put it on
your shoulder, according to the number of
the tribes of the children of Israel; 6 that this
may be a sign among you, that when your
children ask in the future, saying, ‘What
do you mean by these stones?’ 7 then you
shall tell them, ‘Because the waters of the
Jordan were cut off before the ark of the
LORD’s covenant. When it crossed over the
Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut
off. These stones shall be for a memorial to
the children of Israel forever.’ ”

8The children of Israel did as Joshua com-
manded, and took up twelve stones out of
themiddle of the Jordan, as the LORD spoke
to Joshua, according to the number of the
tribes of the children of Israel. They carried
them over with them to the place where
they camped, and laid them down there.
9 Joshua set up twelve stones in the middle
of the Jordan, in the place where the feet of
thepriestswhobore the arkof the covenant
stood; and they are there to this day. 10 For
the priests who bore the ark stood in the
middle of the Jordan until everything was
finished that the LORD commanded Joshua
to speak to the people, according to all that
Moses commanded Joshua; and the people
hurried and passed over. 11 When all the
people had completely crossed over, the
LORD’s ark crossed over with the priests in
the presence of the people.

12 The children of Reuben, and the chil-
dren of Gad, and the half-tribe ofManasseh
crossed over armed before the children of
Israel, as Moses spoke to them. 13 About
forty thousand men, ready and armed for
war, passed over before the LORD to battle,
to the plains of Jericho. 14 On that day, the
LORD magnified Joshua in the sight of all
Israel; and they feared him, as they feared
Moses, all the days of his life.

15 The LORD spoke to Joshua, saying,
16 “Command the priests who bear the ark
of thecovenant, that theycomeupoutof the
Jordan.”

17 Joshua therefore commanded the
priests, saying, “Comeupout of the Jordan!”
18When the priests who bore the ark of the
LORD’s covenant had come up out of the
middle of the Jordan, and the soles of the
priests’ feet had been lifted up to the dry
ground, the waters of the Jordan returned
to their place, and went over all its banks,
as before. 19 The people came up out of the
Jordan on the tenth day of the first month,
and encamped in Gilgal, on the east border
of Jericho.

20 Joshua set up those twelve stones,
which they took out of the Jordan, in Gilgal.
21He spoke to the children of Israel, saying,
“When your children ask their fathers in
time to come, saying, ‘What do these stones
mean?’ 22 Then you shall let your children
know, saying, ‘Israel came over this Jordan
ondry land. 23For the LORDyourGoddried
up thewaters of the Jordan frombefore you
until you had crossed over, as the LORD
your God did to the Red Sea, which he dried
up from before us, until we had crossed
over, 24 that all the peoples of the earth
may know that the LORD’s hand is mighty,
and that you may fear the LORD your God
forever.’ ”

5
1When all the kings of the Amorites, who

were beyond the Jordan westward, and all
the kings of the Canaanites, who were by
the sea, heard how the LORD had dried up
the waters of the Jordan from before the
children of Israel until we had crossed over,
their heart melted, and there was no more
spirit in them, because of the children of
Israel. 2 At that time, the LORD said to
Joshua, “Make flint knives, and circumcise
again the sons of Israel the second time.”
3 Joshua made himself flint knives, and cir-
cumcised the sons of Israel at the hill of
the foreskins. 4 This is the reason Joshua
circumcised them: all the peoplewho came
out of Egypt, who were males, even all the
men of war, died in the wilderness along
the way, after they came out of Egypt. 5 For
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all the people who came out were circum-
cised; but all the people who were born in
the wilderness along the way as they came
out of Egypthadnotbeencircumcised. 6For
the children of Israel walked forty years in
thewilderness until all the nation, even the
men of war who came out of Egypt, were
consumed, because they didn’t listen to the
LORD’s voice. The LORD swore to them that
hewouldn’t let them see the landwhich the
LORD swore to their fathers that he would
give us, a landflowingwithmilk andhoney.
7Their children,whomhe raised up in their
place, were circumcised by Joshua, for they
were uncircumcised, because they had not
circumcised them on the way. 8When they
were done circumcising the whole nation,
they stayed in their places in the campuntil
they were healed.

9 The LORD said to Joshua, “Today I have
rolled away the reproach of Egypt from
you.” Therefore the name of that place was
called Gilgal* to this day. 10 The children
of Israel encamped in Gilgal. They kept
the Passover on the fourteenth day of the
month at evening in the plains of Jericho.
11 They ate unleavened cakes and parched
grain of the produce of the land on the next
day after the Passover, in the same day.
12 The manna ceased on the next day, after
they had eaten of the produce of the land.
The children of Israel didn’t have manna
any more, but they ate of the fruit of the
land of Canaan that year.

13When Joshua was by Jericho, he lifted
up his eyes and looked, and behold, a man
stood in front of himwith his sword drawn
in his hand. Joshua went to him and said to
him, “Are you for us, or for our enemies?”

14 He said, “No; but I have come now as
commander of the LORD’s army.”
Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and

worshiped, and asked him, “What does my
lord say to his servant?”

15 The prince of the LORD’s army said to
Joshua, “Take off your sandals, for the place
on which you stand is holy.” Joshua did so.

6
1Now Jerichowas tightly shut upbecause

of the children of Israel. No one went out,
and no one came in. 2 The LORD said to
Joshua, “Behold, I have given Jericho into
your hand, with its king and the mighty
men of valor. 3 All of your men of war
shall march around the city, going around
the city once. You shall do this six days.
4Seven priests shall bear seven trumpets of
rams’ horns before the ark. On the seventh
day, you shall march around the city seven

times, and the priests shall blow the trum-
pets. 5 It shall be that when they make a
long blast with the ram’s horn, and when
you hear the sound of the trumpet, all the
people shall shout with a great shout; then
the city wall will fall down flat, and the
people shall go up, every man straight in
front of him.”

6 Joshua the son of Nun called the priests,
and said to them, “Take up the ark of the
covenant, and let seven priests bear seven
trumpets of rams’ horns before the LORD’s
ark.”

7 They said to the people, “Advance!
March around the city, and let the armed
men pass on before the LORD’s ark.”

8 It was so, that when Joshua had spo-
ken to the people, the seven priests bearing
the seven trumpets of rams’ horns before
the LORD advanced and blew the trumpets,
and the ark of the LORD’s covenant fol-
lowed them. 9The armed men went before
the priests who blew the trumpets, and the
arkwent after them. The trumpets sounded
as they went.

10 Joshua commanded the people, saying,
“You shall not shout nor let your voice be
heard, neither shall any word proceed out
of your mouth until the day I tell you to
shout. Then you shall shout.” 11 So he
caused the LORD’s ark to go around the city,
circling it once. Then they came into the
camp, and stayed in the camp. 12 Joshua
rose early in the morning, and the priests
took up the LORD’s ark. 13The seven priests
bearing the seven trumpets of rams’ horns
in front of the LORD’s ark went on contin-
ually, and blew the trumpets. The armed
men went in front of them. The rear guard
came after the LORD’s ark. The trumpets
sounded as they went. 14 The second day
they marched around the city once, and
returned into the camp. They did this six
days.

15 On the seventh day, they rose early
at the dawning of the day, and marched
around the city in the same way seven
times. On this day only they marched
around the city seven times. 16 At the sev-
enth time, when the priests blew the trum-
pets, Joshua said to the people, “Shout, for
the LORD has given you the city! 17The city
shall be devoted, even it and all that is in
it, to the LORD. Only Rahab the prostitute
shall live, she and all who are with her in
the house, because she hid the messengers
that we sent. 18 But as for you, only keep
yourselves fromwhat is devoted to destruc-
tion, lestwhenyouhavedevoted it, you take
of the devoted thing; so you would make

* 5:9 “Gilgal” sounds like the Hebrew for “roll.”
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the camp of Israel accursed and trouble it.
19 But all the silver, gold, and vessels of
bronze and iron are holy to the LORD. They
shall come into the LORD’s treasury.”

20 So the people shouted and the priests
blew the trumpets. When the people
heard the sound of the trumpet, the people
shouted with a great shout, and the wall
fell down flat, so that the people went up
into the city, every man straight in front
of him, and they took the city. 21 They
utterly destroyed all that was in the city,
both man and woman, both young and old,
and ox, sheep, and donkey, with the edge
of the sword. 22 Joshua said to the two men
who had spied out the land, “Go into the
prostitute’s house, and bring the woman
and all that she has out from there, as you
swore to her.” 23 The young men who were
spies went in, and brought out Rahab with
her father, hermother, her brothers, and all
that she had. They also brought out all of
her relatives, and they set them outside of
the camp of Israel. 24 They burned the city
with fire, and all that was in it. Only they
put the silver, the gold, and the vessels of
bronze and of iron into the treasury of the
LORD’s house. 25 But Rahab the prostitute,
her father’s household, and all that she had,
Joshua saved alive. She lives in the middle
of Israel to this day, because she hid the
messengers whom Joshua sent to spy out
Jericho.

26 Joshua commanded themwith an oath
at that time, saying, “Cursed is the man be-
fore the LORD who rises up and builds this
city Jericho. With the loss of his firstborn
he will lay its foundation, and with the loss
of his youngest son he will set up its gates.”
27 So the LORD was with Joshua; and his
famewas in all the land.

7
1 But the children of Israel committed a

trespass in the devoted things; for Achan,
the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son
of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some of
the devoted things. Therefore the LORD’s
anger burned against the children of Israel.
2 Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which
is beside Beth Aven, on the east side of
Bethel, and spoke to them, saying, “Go up
and spy out the land.”
Themenwent up and spied out Ai. 3They

returned to Joshua, and said to him, “Don’t
let all the people go up, but let about two
or three thousand men go up and strike Ai.
Don’t make all the people to toil there, for
there are only a few of them.” 4 So about
three thousand men of the people went up
there, and they fled before the men of Ai.
5The men of Ai struck about thirty-six men

of them. They chased them from before
the gate even to Shebarim, and struck them
at the descent. The hearts of the people
melted, and became like water. 6 Joshua
tore his clothes, and fell to the earth on
his face before the LORD’s ark until the
evening, he and the elders of Israel; and
they put dust on their heads. 7 Joshua said,
“Alas, LordGOD,whyhave youbrought this
people over the Jordan at all, to deliver us
into the hand of the Amorites, to cause us
to perish? I wish that we had been content
and lived beyond the Jordan! 8 Oh, Lord,
what shall I say, after Israel has turned
their backs before their enemies? 9 For the
Canaanites and all the inhabitants of the
land will hear of it, and will surround us,
and cut off our name from the earth. What
will you do for your great name?”

10The LORD said to Joshua, “Get up! Why
have you fallen on your face like that?
11 Israel has sinned. Yes, they have even
transgressed my covenant which I com-
manded them. Yes, they have even taken
some of the devoted things, and have also
stolen, and also deceived. They have even
put it among their own stuff. 12 Therefore
the children of Israel can’t stand before
their enemies. They turn their backs be-
fore their enemies, because they have be-
come devoted for destruction. I will not
be with you any more, unless you destroy
the devoted things from among you. 13Get
up! Sanctify the people, and say, ‘Sanc-
tify yourselves for tomorrow, for the LORD,
the God of Israel, says, “There is a devoted
thing among you, Israel. You cannot stand
before your enemies until you take away
the devoted thing from among you.” 14 In
themorning therefore you shall be brought
near by your tribes. It shall be that the tribe
which the LORD selects shall come near
by families. The family which the LORD
selects shall come near by households. The
household which the LORD selects shall
come near man by man. 15 It shall be,
that he who is taken with the devoted thing
shall be burned with fire, he and all that
he has, because he has transgressed the
LORD’s covenant, and because he has done
a disgraceful thing in Israel.’ ”

16 So Joshua rose up early in the morning
and brought Israel near by their tribes. The
tribe of Judah was selected. 17He brought
near the family of Judah, and he selected
the familyof theZerahites. Hebroughtnear
the familyof theZerahitesmanbyman, and
Zabdi was selected. 18He brought near his
householdman byman, andAchan, the son
of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah,
of the tribe of Judah, was selected. 19 Joshua
said to Achan, “My son, please give glory
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to the LORD, the God of Israel, and make
confession to him. Tell me now what you
have done! Don’t hide it fromme!”

20 Achan answered Joshua, and said, “I
have truly sinned against the LORD, the
God of Israel, and this is what I have done.
21When I saw among the plunder a beauti-
ful Babylonian robe, two hundred shekels*
of silver, and a wedge of gold weighing fifty
shekels, then I coveted themand took them.
Behold, theyarehidden in theground in the
middle of my tent, with the silver under it.”

22 So Joshua sent messengers, and they
ran to the tent. Behold, it was hidden in
his tent, with the silver under it. 23 They
took them from the middle of the tent,
and brought them to Joshua and to all the
children of Israel. They laid them down
before the LORD. 24 Joshua, and all Israel
with him, took Achan the son of Zerah, the
silver, the robe, the wedge of gold, his sons,
his daughters, his cattle, his donkeys, his
sheep, his tent, and all that he had; and
they brought themup to the valley of Achor.
25 Joshua said, “Why have you troubled us?
The LORDwill trouble you today.” All Israel
stoned him with stones, and they burned
themwithfireand stoned themwith stones.
26 They raised over him a great heap of
stones that remains to this day. The LORD
turned from the fierceness of his anger.
Therefore the name of that placewas called
“The valley of Achor” to this day.

8
1 The LORD said to Joshua, “Don’t be

afraid, and don’t be dismayed. Take all the
warriors with you, and arise, go up to Ai.
Behold, I havegiven intoyourhand theking
of Ai, with his people, his city, and his land.
2You shall do toAi andherkingas youdid to
Jericho and her king, except you shall take
its goods and its livestock for yourselves.
Set an ambush for the city behind it.”

3So Joshua arose, with all thewarriors, to
go up to Ai. Joshua chose thirty thousand
men, the mighty men of valor, and sent
them out by night. 4He commanded them,
saying, “Behold, you shall lie in ambush
against the city, behind the city. Don’t go
very far from the city, but all of you be
ready. 5 I and all the people who are with
me will approach the city. It shall happen,
when they come out against us, as at the
first, that we will flee before them. 6 They
will come out after us until we have drawn
them away from the city; for they will say,
‘They flee before us, like the first time.’ So
wewill fleebefore them, 7andyou shall rise
up from the ambush, and take possession of

the city; for the LORD your God will deliver
it into your hand. 8 It shall be, when you
have seized the city, that you shall set the
city on fire. You shall do this according
to the LORD’s word. Behold, I have com-
manded you.”

9 Joshua sent them out; and they went
to set up the ambush, and stayed between
Bethel and Ai on the west side of Ai; but
Joshua stayed among the people that night.
10 Joshua rose up early in the morning,
mustered the people, and went up, he and
the elders of Israel, before the people to Ai.
11All the people, even the men of war who
were with him, went up and came near,
and came before the city and encamped
on the north side of Ai. Now there was a
valleybetweenhimandAi. 12He tookabout
five thousandmen, and set them in ambush
between Bethel and Ai, on the west side of
the city. 13 So they set the people, even all
the army who was on the north of the city,
and their ambush on the west of the city;
and Joshua went that night into the middle
of the valley. 14When the king of Ai saw it,
theyhurried and roseup early, and themen
of the city went out against Israel to battle,
he and all his people, at the time appointed,
before the Arabah; but he didn’t know that
there was an ambush against him behind
the city. 15 Joshua and all Israel made as
if they were beaten before them, and fled
by the way of the wilderness. 16 All the
people who were in the city were called to-
gether to pursue after them. They pursued
Joshua, andweredrawnaway from the city.
17 There was not a man left in Ai or Bethel
who didn’t go out after Israel. They left the
city open, and pursued Israel.

18 The LORD said to Joshua, “Stretch out
the javelin that is in your hand toward Ai,
for I will give it into your hand.”
Joshua stretched out the javelin that was

in his hand toward the city. 19 The ambush
arose quickly out of their place, and they
ranas soonashehad stretchedout his hand
and entered into the city and took it. They
hurried and set the city on fire. 20 When
themenofAi lookedbehind them, they saw,
and behold, the smoke of the city ascended
up to heaven, and they had no power to
flee this way or that way. The people who
fled to the wilderness turned back on the
pursuers. 21When Joshua and all Israel saw
that the ambushhad taken the city, and that
the smoke of the city ascended, then they
turned back and killed themen of Ai. 22The
others came out of the city against them, so
they were in the middle of Israel, some on
this side, and someon that side. They struck

* 7:21 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces.



Joshua 8:23 178 Joshua 9:18

them, so that they let none of them remain
or escape. 23 They captured the king of Ai
alive, and brought him to Joshua.

24When Israel had finished killing all the
inhabitants of Ai in the field, in the wilder-
ness in which they pursued them, and they
had all fallen by the edge of the sword until
they were consumed, all Israel returned to
Ai and struck it with the edge of the sword.
25 All that fell that day, both of men and
women, were twelve thousand, even all the
people of Ai. 26 For Joshua didn’t draw
back his hand, with which he stretched out
the javelin, until he had utterly destroyed
all the inhabitants of Ai. 27 Israel took for
themselves only the livestock and the goods
of that city, according to the LORD’s word
which he commanded Joshua. 28 So Joshua
burned Ai andmade it a heap forever, even
a desolation, to this day. 29 He hanged
the king of Ai on a tree until the evening.
At sundown, Joshua commanded, and they
tookhis bodydown fromthe tree and threw
it at the entrance of the gate of the city,
and raised a great heap of stones on it that
remains to this day.

30Then Joshua built an altar to the LORD,
theGodof Israel, onMountEbal, 31asMoses
the servant of the LORD commanded the
children of Israel, as it iswritten in the book
of the lawofMoses: analtarofuncut stones,
on which no one had lifted up any iron.
They offered burnt offerings on it to the
LORD and sacrificed peace offerings. 32He
wrote there on the stones a copy of Moses’
law, which he wrote in the presence of the
children of Israel. 33 All Israel, with their
elders, officers, and judges, stood on both
sides of the ark before the Levitical priests,
whocarried thearkof theLORD’s covenant,
the foreigner as well as the native; half of
them in front of Mount Gerizim, and half
of them in front of Mount Ebal, as Moses
the servant of the LORD had commanded
at the first, that they should bless the peo-
ple of Israel. 34 Afterward he read all the
words of the law, the blessing and the curse,
according to all that is written in the book
of the law. 35 There was not a word of
all that Moses commanded which Joshua
didn’t read before all the assembly of Israel,
with the women, the little ones, and the
foreigners whowere among them.

9
1 When all the kings who were beyond

the Jordan, in the hill country, and in the
lowland, and on all the shore of the great
sea in front of Lebanon, the Hittite, the
Amorite, the Canaanite, the Perizzite, the

Hivite, and the Jebusite, heard of it 2 they
gathered themselves together to fight with
Joshua and with Israel, with one accord.
3But when the inhabitants of Gibeon heard
what Joshua had done to Jericho and to Ai,
4 they also resorted to a ruse, and went and
made as if they had been ambassadors, and
took old sacks on their donkeys, and old,
torn-up and bound up wine skins, 5 and old
andpatched sandals on their feet, andwore
old garments. All the bread of their food
supply was dry and moldy. 6 They went to
Joshuaat the campatGilgal, and said tohim
and to the men of Israel, “We have come
from a far country. Now therefore make a
covenant with us.”

7 The men of Israel said to the Hivites,
“What if you live among us? How could we
make a covenant with you?”

8 They said to Joshua, “We are your ser-
vants.”
Joshua said to them, “Who are you?

Where do you come from?”
9 They said to him, “Your servants have

come fromavery far countrybecauseof the
name of the LORD* your God; for we have
heard of his fame, all that he did in Egypt,
10 and all that he did to the two kings of
the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan,
to Sihon king of Heshbon and to Og king
of Bashan, who was at Ashtaroth. 11 Our
elders and all the inhabitants of our coun-
try spoke to us, saying, ‘Take supplies in
your hand for the journey, and go to meet
them. Tell them, “We are your servants.
Nowmake a covenant with us.” ’ 12This our
bread we took hot for our supplies out of
our houses on the day we went out to go
to you; but now, behold, it is dry, and has
become moldy. 13 These wine skins, which
we filled, were new; and behold, they are
torn. These our garments and our sandals
have become old because of the very long
journey.”

14Themen sampled their provisions, and
didn’t ask counsel from the LORD’s mouth.
15 Joshuamade peace with them, andmade
a covenant with them, to let them live. The
princes of the congregation swore to them.
16 At the end of three days after they had
made a covenant with them, they heard
that they were their neighbors, and that
they lived among them. 17 The children
of Israel traveled and came to their cities
on the third day. Now their cities were
Gibeon, Chephirah, Beeroth, and Kiriath
Jearim. 18Thechildrenof Israeldidn’t strike
them, because the princes of the congrega-
tion had sworn to them by the LORD, the

* 9:9 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short
form יה Yah.
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God of Israel. All the congregation mur-
mured against the princes. 19 But all the
princes said to all the congregation, “We
have sworn to them by the LORD, the God
of Israel. Now therefore we may not touch
them. 20 We will do this to them, and let
them live; lest wrath be on us, because of
the oath which we swore to them.” 21 The
princes said to them, “Let them live.” So
they became wood cutters and drawers
of water for all the congregation, as the
princes had spoken to them.

22 Joshua called for them, and he spoke to
them, saying, “Why have you deceived us,
saying, ‘We are very far from you,’ when
you live among us? 23 Now therefore you
are cursed, and some of you will never fail
to be slaves, bothwood cutters anddrawers
of water for the house of my God.”

24 They answered Joshua, and said, “Be-
cause your servants were certainly told
how the LORD your God commanded his
servant Moses to give you all the land, and
to destroy all the inhabitants of the land
from before you. Therefore we were very
afraid forour livesbecauseofyou, andhave
done this thing. 25 Now, behold, we are in
your hand. Do to us as it seems good and
right to you to do.”

26He did so to them, and delivered them
out of the hand of the children of Israel,
so that they didn’t kill them. 27 That day
Joshua made themwood cutters and draw-
ersofwater for thecongregationand for the
LORD’s altar to this day, in the place which
he should choose.

10
1 Now when Adoni-Zedek king of

Jerusalem heard how Joshua had taken
Ai, and had utterly destroyed it; as he
had done to Jericho and her king, so he
had done to Ai and her king; and how
the inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace
with Israel, and were among them, 2 they
were very afraid, because Gibeon was a
great city, as one of the royal cities, and
because it was greater than Ai, and all its
menweremighty. 3Therefore Adoni-Zedek
king of Jerusalem sent to Hoham king of
Hebron, Piramking of Jarmuth, Japhia king
of Lachish, and Debir king of Eglon, saying,
4 “Come up to me and help me. Let’s strike
Gibeon; for they have made peace with
Joshua and with the children of Israel.”
5 Therefore the five kings of the Amorites,
the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron,
the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish,
and the king of Eglon, gathered themselves
together and went up, they and all their
armies, and encamped against Gibeon, and
made war against it. 6 The men of Gibeon

sent to Joshua at the camp at Gilgal, saying,
“Don’t abandon your servants! Come up to
us quickly and save us! Help us; for all the
kings of the Amorites that dwell in the hill
countryhave gathered together against us.”

7 So Joshua went up from Gilgal, he and
the whole army with him, including all the
mighty men of valor. 8 The LORD said to
Joshua, “Don’t fear them, for I have deliv-
ered them into your hands. Not a man of
themwill stand before you.”

9 Joshua therefore came to them sud-
denly. He marched from Gilgal all night.
10 The LORD confused them before Israel.
He killed them with a great slaughter at
Gibeon, and chased them by the way of the
ascent of Beth Horon, and struck them to
Azekah and to Makkedah. 11 As they fled
from before Israel, while they were at the
descent of Beth Horon, the LORD hurled
down great stones from the sky on them to
Azekah, and they died. There were more
who died from the hailstones than those
whom the children of Israel killed with the
sword.

12 Then Joshua spoke to the LORD in the
daywhen the LORDdelivered up the Amor-
ites before the children of Israel. He said
in the sight of Israel, “Sun, stand still on
Gibeon! You, moon, stop in the valley of
Aijalon!”

13 The sun stood still, and the moon
stayed, until the nation had avenged them-
selves of their enemies. Isn’t this written
in the book of Jashar? The sun stayed in
the middle of the sky, and didn’t hurry to
go down about a whole day. 14 There was
no day like that before it or after it, that the
LORD listened to the voice of a man; for the
LORD fought for Israel.

15 Joshua returned, and all Israel with
him, to the camp to Gilgal. 16 These five
kings fled, andhid themselves in the cave at
Makkedah. 17 Joshua was told, saying, “The
five kings have been found, hidden in the
cave at Makkedah.”

18 Joshua said, “Roll large stones to cover
the cave’s entrance, and set men by it to
guard them; 19 but don’t stay there. Pursue
your enemies, and attack them from the
rear. Don’t allow them to enter into their
cities; for the LORD your God has delivered
them into your hand.”

20 When Joshua and the children of Is-
rael had finished killing them with a very
great slaughter until they were consumed,
and the remnant which remained of them
had entered into the fortified cities, 21 all
the people returned to the camp to Joshua
at Makkedah in peace. None moved his
tongue against any of the children of Is-
rael. 22 Then Joshua said, “Open the cave
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entrance, and bring those five kings out of
the cave to me.”

23 They did so, and brought those five
kings out of the cave to him: the king of
Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of
Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the king
of Eglon. 24When they brought those kings
out to Joshua, Joshua called for all the men
of Israel, and said to the chiefs of themen of
war who went with him, “Come near. Put
your feet on the necks of these kings.”
They came near, and put their feet on

their necks.
25 Joshua said to them, “Don’t be afraid,

nor be dismayed. Be strong and coura-
geous, for the LORD will do this to all your
enemies against whom you fight.”

26 Afterward Joshua struck them, put
them to death, and hanged them on five
trees. They were hanging on the trees until
the evening. 27 At the time of the going
down of the sun, Joshua commanded, and
they took them down off the trees, and
threw them into the cave inwhich they had
hidden themselves, and laid great stones on
themouth of the cave, which remain to this
very day.

28 Joshua tookMakkedah on that day, and
struck it with the edge of the sword, with
its king. He utterly destroyed it and all
the souls who were in it. He left no one
remaining. He did to the king of Makkedah
as he had done to the king of Jericho.

29 Joshua passed from Makkedah, and
all Israel with him, to Libnah, and fought
against Libnah. 30 The LORD delivered it
also, with its king, into the hand of Israel.
He struck it with the edge of the sword, and
all the souls who were in it. He left no one
remaining in it. He did to its king as he had
done to the king of Jericho.

31 Joshua passed from Libnah, and all
Israel with him, to Lachish, and encamped
against it, and foughtagainst it. 32TheLORD
delivered Lachish into the hand of Israel.
He took it on the second day, and struck
it with the edge of the sword, with all the
soulswhowere in it, according to all that he
had done to Libnah. 33Then Horam king of
Gezer came up to help Lachish; and Joshua
struck him and his people, until he had left
him no one remaining.

34 Joshua passed from Lachish, and all Is-
rael with him, to Eglon; and they encamped
against it and fought against it. 35They took
it on that day, and struck it with the edge of
the sword. Heutterlydestroyedall the souls
whowere in it that day, according to all that
he had done to Lachish.

36 Joshua went up from Eglon, and all
Israel with him, to Hebron; and they fought
against it. 37They took it, and struck it with

the edge of the sword, with its king and all
its cities, and all the souls who were in it.
He left no one remaining, according to all
that he had done to Eglon; but he utterly
destroyed it, and all the souls who were in
it.

38 Joshua returned, and all Israel with
him, to Debir, and fought against it. 39 He
took it, with its king and all its cities. They
struck themwith the edge of the sword, and
utterly destroyed all the souls who were
in it. He left no one remaining. As he
had done to Hebron, so he did to Debir,
and to its king; as he had done also to Lib-
nah, and to its king. 40 So Joshua struck
all the land, the hill country, the South,
the lowland, the slopes, and all their kings.
He left no one remaining, but he utterly
destroyed all that breathed, as the LORD,
the God of Israel, commanded. 41 Joshua
struck them from Kadesh Barnea even to
Gaza, and all the country of Goshen, even
toGibeon. 42 Joshua took all these kings and
their landatone timebecause theLORD, the
God of Israel, fought for Israel. 43 Joshua
returned, and all Israel with him, to the
camp to Gilgal.

11
1When Jabin king of Hazor heard of it, he

sent to Jobab king of Madon, to the king of
Shimron, to the king of Achshaph, 2 and to
the kings who were on the north, in the hill
country, in the Arabah south of Chinneroth,
in the lowland, and in the heights of Dor
on the west, 3 to the Canaanite on the east
andon thewest, theAmorite, theHittite, the
Perizzite, the Jebusite in the hill country,
and the Hivite under Hermon in the land of
Mizpah. 4 They went out, they and all their
armieswith them,manypeople, evenas the
sand that is on the seashore in multitude,
with very many horses and chariots. 5 All
these kings met together; and they came
and encamped together at the waters of
Merom, to fight with Israel.

6 The LORD said to Joshua, “Don’t be
afraid because of them; for tomorrow at
this time, I will deliver them up all slain
before Israel. You shall hamstring their
horses and burn their chariots with fire.”

7 So Joshua came suddenly, with all the
warriors, against them by the waters of
Merom, and attacked them. 8 The LORD
delivered them into the hand of Israel, and
they struck them, and chased them to great
Sidon, and to Misrephoth Maim, and to the
valley of Mizpah eastward. They struck
them until they left them no one remain-
ing. 9 Joshua did to them as the LORD
told him. He hamstrung their horses and
burned their chariots with fire. 10 Joshua
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turned back at that time, and took Hazor,
and struck its king with the sword; for Ha-
zor used to be the head of all those king-
doms. 11They struck all the souls whowere
in it with the edge of the sword, utterly
destroying them. There was no one left
who breathed. He burned Hazor with fire.
12 Joshua captured all the cities of those
kings, with their kings, and he struck them
with the edge of the sword, and utterly
destroyed them, asMoses the servant of the
LORD commanded. 13 But as for the cities
that stood on their mounds, Israel burned
none of them, except Hazor only. Joshua
burned that. 14 The children of Israel took
all the plunder of these cities, with the live-
stock, as plunder for themselves; but every
man they struckwith the edge of the sword,
until they had destroyed them. They didn’t
leave any who breathed.

15As theLORDcommandedMoseshis ser-
vant, so Moses commanded Joshua. Joshua
did so. He left nothing undone of all that
the LORD commanded Moses. 16 So Joshua
captured all that land, the hill country, all
the South, all the land of Goshen, the low-
land, the Arabah, the hill country of Israel,
and the lowland of the same, 17 fromMount
Halak, that goes up to Seir, even to Baal
Gad in the valley of Lebanon under Mount
Hermon. He took all their kings, struck
them, and put them to death. 18 Joshua
made war a long time with all those kings.
19Therewasnot a city thatmadepeacewith
the children of Israel, except the Hivites,
the inhabitants of Gibeon. They took all in
battle. 20 For it was of the LORD to harden
their hearts, to comeagainst Israel in battle,
that he might utterly destroy them, that
theymight have no favor, but that hemight
destroy them, as the LORD commanded
Moses. 21 Joshua came at that time, and cut
off the Anakim from the hill country, from
Hebron, from Debir, from Anab, and from
all the hill country of Judah, and from all
the hill country of Israel. Joshua utterly
destroyed them with their cities. 22 There
were none of the Anakim left in the land
of the children of Israel. Only in Gaza,
in Gath, and in Ashdod, did some remain.
23 So Joshua took the whole land, according
to all that the LORD spoke to Moses; and
Joshua gave it for an inheritance to Israel
according to their divisions by their tribes.
Then the land had rest fromwar.

12
1 Now these are the kings of the land,

whomthechildrenof Israel struck, andpos-
sessed their land beyond the Jordan toward
the sunrise, from the valley of the Arnon

to Mount Hermon, and all the Arabah east-
ward: 2 Sihon king of the Amorites, who
lived in Heshbon, and ruled from Aroer,
which is on the edge of the valley of the
Arnon, and the middle of the valley, and
half Gilead, even to the river Jabbok, the
border of the children of Ammon; 3and the
Arabah to the sea of Chinneroth, eastward,
and to the sea of the Arabah, even the Salt
Sea, eastward, the way to Beth Jeshimoth;
and on the south, under the slopes of Pis-
gah: 4 and the border of Og king of Bashan,
of the remnant of the Rephaim, who lived
at Ashtaroth and at Edrei, 5 and ruled in
Mount Hermon, and in Salecah, and in all
Bashan, to the border of the Geshurites
and the Maacathites, and half Gilead, the
border of Sihon king of Heshbon. 6Moses
the servant of the LORD and the children
of Israel struck them. Moses the servant
of the LORD gave it for a possession to the
Reubenites, and the Gadites, and the half-
tribe of Manasseh.

7 These are the kings of the land whom
Joshua and the children of Israel struck be-
yond the Jordan westward, from Baal Gad
in the valley of Lebanon even to Mount Ha-
lak, that goes up to Seir. Joshua gave it to the
tribes of Israel for a possession according
to their divisions; 8 in the hill country, and
in the lowland, and in the Arabah, and in
the slopes, and in the wilderness, and in
the South; the Hittite, the Amorite, and the
Canaanite, the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the
Jebusite:
9 the king of Jericho, one;
the king of Ai, which is beside Bethel, one;
10 the king of Jerusalem, one;
the king of Hebron, one;
11 the king of Jarmuth, one;
the king of Lachish, one;
12 the king of Eglon, one;
the king of Gezer, one;
13 the king of Debir, one;
the king of Geder, one;
14 the king of Hormah, one;
the king of Arad, one;
15 the king of Libnah, one;
the king of Adullam, one;
16 the king of Makkedah, one;
the king of Bethel, one;
17 the king of Tappuah, one;
the king of Hepher, one;
18 the king of Aphek, one;
the king of Lassharon, one;
19 the king of Madon, one;
the king of Hazor, one;
20 the king of ShimronMeron, one;
the king of Achshaph, one;
21 the king of Taanach, one;
the king of Megiddo, one;
22 the king of Kedesh, one;
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the king of Jokneam in Carmel, one;
23 the king of Dor in the height of Dor, one;
the king of Goiim in Gilgal, one;
24 the king of Tirzah, one:
all the kings thirty-one.

13
1Now Joshua was old and well advanced

in years. TheLORD said to him, “Youare old
and advanced in years, and there remains
yet verymuch land to be possessed.

2“This is the land that still remains: all the
regions of the Philistines, and all the Geshu-
rites; 3 from the Shihor, which is before
Egypt, even to the border of Ekron north-
ward, which is counted as Canaanite; the
five lords of the Philistines; the Gazites, and
the Ashdodites, the Ashkelonites, the Git-
tites, and the Ekronites; also the Avvim, 4on
thesouth; all the landof theCanaanites, and
Mearah that belongs to the Sidonians, to
Aphek, to the border of the Amorites; 5 and
the land of the Gebalites, and all Lebanon,
toward the sunrise, from Baal Gad under
Mount Hermon to the entrance of Hamath;
6all the inhabitants of the hill country from
Lebanon to Misrephoth Maim, even all the
Sidonians. Iwill drive themout frombefore
the children of Israel. Just allocate it to
Israel for an inheritance, as I have com-
manded you. 7 Now therefore divide this
land for an inheritance to the nine tribes
and the half-tribe ofManasseh.” 8With him
the Reubenites and the Gadites received
their inheritance, which Moses gave them,
beyond the Jordan eastward, even asMoses
the servant of the LORD gave them: 9 from
Aroer, that is on the edge of the valley
of the Arnon, and the city that is in the
middle of the valley, and all the plain of
Medeba to Dibon; 10 and all the cities of
Sihon king of the Amorites, who reigned
in Heshbon, to the border of the children
of Ammon; 11 and Gilead, and the border
of the Geshurites and Maacathites, and all
Mount Hermon, and all Bashan to Salecah;
12 all the kingdom of Og in Bashan, who
reigned in Ashtaroth and in Edrei (who
was left of the remnant of the Rephaim);
for Moses attacked these, and drove them
out. 13 Nevertheless the children of Israel
didn’t drive out the Geshurites, nor the
Maacathites: but Geshur and Maacath live
within Israel to this day. 14Only he gave no
inheritance to the tribe of Levi. The offer-
ings of the LORD, the God of Israel, made by
fire are his inheritance, as he spoke to him.
15Moses gave to the tribe of the children of
Reuben according to their families. 16Their
border was from Aroer, that is on the edge
of the valley of the Arnon, and the city that
is in the middle of the valley, and all the

plain by Medeba; 17 Heshbon, and all its
cities that are in the plain; Dibon, Bamoth
Baal, Beth Baal Meon, 18 Jahaz, Kedemoth,
Mephaath, 19 Kiriathaim, Sibmah, Zereth
Shahar in the mount of the valley, 20 Beth
Peor, the slopes of Pisgah, Beth Jeshimoth,
21 all the cities of the plain, and all the
kingdomof Sihonking of theAmorites,who
reigned in Heshbon, whom Moses struck
with the chiefs of Midian, Evi, Rekem, Zur,
Hur, and Reba, the princes of Sihon, who
lived in the land. 22 The children of Is-
rael also killed Balaam the son of Beor, the
soothsayer, with the sword, among the rest
of their slain.

23 The border of the children of Reuben
was the bank of the Jordan. This was the
inheritance of the children of Reuben ac-
cording to their families, the cities and its
villages.

24 Moses gave to the tribe of Gad, to the
children of Gad, according to their families.
25 Their border was Jazer, and all the cities
of Gilead, and half the land of the children
of Ammon, to Aroer that is near Rabbah;
26 and from Heshbon to Ramath Mizpeh,
and Betonim; and from Mahanaim to the
border of Debir; 27 and in the valley, Beth
Haram, BethNimrah, Succoth, and Zaphon,
the rest of the kingdomof SihonkingofHes-
hbon, the Jordan’s bank, to the uttermost
part of the sea of Chinnereth beyond the
Jordan eastward. 28 This is the inheritance
of the children of Gad according to their
families, the cities and its villages.

29Moses gave an inheritance to the half-
tribe of Manasseh. It was for the half-tribe
of the children of Manasseh according to
their families. 30Theirborderwas fromMa-
hanaim, all Bashan, all the kingdom of Og
king of Bashan, and all the villages of Jair,
which are in Bashan, sixty cities. 31 Half
Gilead, Ashtaroth, and Edrei, the cities of
the kingdom of Og in Bashan, were for the
children of Machir the son of Manasseh,
even for the half of the children of Machir
according to their families.

32 These are the inheritances which
Moses distributed in the plains of Moab,
beyond the Jordan at Jericho, eastward.
33ButMosesgaveno inheritance to the tribe
of Levi. The LORD, the God of Israel, is their
inheritance, as he spoke to them.

14
1 These are the inheritances which the

children of Israel took in the land of
Canaan, which Eleazar the priest, Joshua
the son ofNun, and the heads of the fathers’
houses of the tribes of the children of Israel,
distributed to them, 2 by the lot of their
inheritance, as the LORD commanded by
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Moses, for the nine tribes, and for the half-
tribe. 3ForMoses had given the inheritance
of the two tribes and the half-tribe beyond
the Jordan; but to the Levites he gave no
inheritance among them. 4For the children
of Joseph were two tribes, Manasseh and
Ephraim. They gave no portion to the
Levites in the land, except cities to dwell in,
with their pasture lands for their livestock
and for their property. 5 The children of
Israel did as the LORD commanded Moses,
and they divided the land.

6Then the children of Judah camenear to
Joshua in Gilgal. Caleb the son of Jephun-
neh the Kenizzite said to him, “You know
the thing that the LORD spoke to Moses the
man of God concerningme and concerning
you in Kadesh Barnea. 7 I was forty years
old when Moses the servant of the LORD
sent me from Kadesh Barnea to spy out the
land. I brought him word again as it was
in my heart. 8 Nevertheless, my brothers
who went up with me made the heart of
the people melt; but I wholly followed the
LORD my God. 9Moses swore on that day,
saying, ‘Surely the land where you walked
shall be an inheritance to you and to your
children forever, because you have wholly
followed the LORDmy God.’

10 “Now, behold, the LORD has kept me
alive, as he spoke, these forty-five years,
from the time that the LORD spoke this
word to Moses, while Israel walked in the
wilderness. Now, behold, I am eighty-five
years old, today. 11 As yet I am as strong
today as I was in the day that Moses sent
me. As my strength was then, even so is
my strength now for war, to go out and
to come in. 12 Now therefore give me this
hill country, of which the LORD spoke in
that day; for you heard in that day how the
Anakimwere there, and great and fortified
cities. It may be that the LORD will be with
me, and I shall drive them out, as the LORD
said.”

13 Joshua blessed him; and he gave He-
bron to Caleb the son of Jephunneh for an
inheritance. 14 Therefore Hebron became
the inheritance of Caleb the son of Jephun-
neh the Kenizzite to this day, because he
followed the LORD, the God of Israel whole-
heartedly. 15 Now the name of Hebron
before was Kiriath Arba, after the greatest
man among the Anakim. Then the land had
rest fromwar.

15
1 The lot for the tribe of the children of

Judah according to their families was to
the border of Edom, even to the wilderness
of Zin southward, at the uttermost part of
the south. 2 Their south border was from

the uttermost part of the Salt Sea, from the
bay that looks southward; 3 and it went out
southward of the ascent of Akrabbim, and
passed along to Zin, and went up by the
south of Kadesh Barnea, and passed along
by Hezron, went up to Addar, and turned
toward Karka; 4 and it passed along to Az-
mon, went out at the brook of Egypt; and
the border ended at the sea. This shall be
your south border. 5 The east border was
the Salt Sea, even to the end of the Jordan.
The border of the north quarter was from
the bay of the sea at the end of the Jordan.
6 The border went up to Beth Hoglah, and
passed along by the north of Beth Arabah;
and the border went up to the stone of
Bohan the son of Reuben. 7 The border
went up to Debir from the valley of Achor,
and so northward, looking toward Gilgal,
that faces the ascent of Adummim, which is
on the south side of the river. The border
passed along to the waters of En Shemesh,
and ended at En Rogel. 8 The border went
up by the valley of the son of Hinnom to the
side of the Jebusite (also called Jerusalem)
southward; and the border went up to the
top of the mountain that lies before the
valley of Hinnom westward, which is at
the farthest part of the valley of Rephaim
northward. 9 The border extended from
the top of the mountain to the spring of
the waters of Nephtoah, and went out to
the cities of Mount Ephron; and the bor-
der extended to Baalah (also called Kiriath
Jearim); 10 and the border turned about
from Baalah westward to Mount Seir, and
passed along to the side of Mount Jearim
(also called Chesalon) on the north, and
went down to Beth Shemesh, and passed
along by Timnah; 11 and the border went
out to the side of Ekron northward; and the
border extended to Shikkeron, and passed
along to Mount Baalah, and went out at
Jabneel; and the goings out of the border
were at the sea. 12 The west border was to
the shore of the great sea. This is the border
of the children of Judah according to their
families.

13He gave to Caleb the son of Jephunneh
a portion among the children of Judah, ac-
cording to the commandment of the LORD
to Joshua, even Kiriath Arba, named after
the father of Anak (also called Hebron).
14 Caleb drove out the three sons of Anak:
Sheshai, and Ahiman, and Talmai, the chil-
dren of Anak. 15He went up against the in-
habitants of Debir: now the name of Debir
before was Kiriath Sepher. 16 Caleb said,
“He who strikes Kiriath Sepher, and takes
it, to him I will give Achsah my daughter
as wife.” 17 Othniel the son of Kenaz, the
brother of Caleb, took it: and he gave him
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Achsah his daughter as wife. 18When she
came, she had him ask her father for a
field. She got offher donkey, andCaleb said,
“What do you want?”

19 She said, “Give me a blessing. Because
you have set me in the land of the South,
give me also springs of water.”
So he gave her the upper springs and the

lower springs.
20 This is the inheritance of the tribe of

the children of Judah according to their
families. 21 The farthest cities of the tribe
of the children of Judah toward the bor-
der of Edom in the South were Kabzeel,
Eder, Jagur, 22 Kinah, Dimonah, Adadah,
23 Kedesh, Hazor, Ithnan, 24 Ziph, Telem,
Bealoth, 25HazorHadattah, KeriothHezron
(also called Hazor), 26 Amam, Shema, Mo-
ladah, 27 Hazar Gaddah, Heshmon, Beth
Pelet, 28 Hazar Shual, Beersheba, Bizioth-
iah, 29 Baalah, Iim, Ezem, 30 Eltolad, Chesil,
Hormah, 31 Ziklag, Madmannah, Sansan-
nah, 32Lebaoth, Shilhim, Ain, and Rimmon.
All the cities are twenty-nine, with their
villages.
33 In the lowland, Eshtaol, Zorah, Ashnah,
34 Zanoah, En Gannim, Tappuah, Enam,
35 Jarmuth, Adullam, Socoh, Azekah,
36 Shaaraim, Adithaim and Gederah (or
Gederothaim); fourteen cities with their
villages.
37 Zenan, Hadashah, Migdal Gad, 38Dilean,
Mizpah, Joktheel, 39 Lachish, Bozkath,
Eglon, 40 Cabbon, Lahmam, Chitlish,
41 Gederoth, Beth Dagon, Naamah, and
Makkedah; sixteencitieswith their villages.
42 Libnah, Ether, Ashan, 43 Iphtah, Ashnah,
Nezib, 44 Keilah, Achzib, and Mareshah;
nine cities with their villages.
45 Ekron, with its towns and its villages;
46 from Ekron even to the sea, all that were
by the side of Ashdod, with their villages.
47 Ashdod, its towns and its villages; Gaza,
its towns and its villages; to the brook of
Egypt, and the great sea with its coastline.
48 In the hill country, Shamir, Jattir, Socoh,
49Dannah, Kiriath Sannah (which is Debir),
50Anab, Eshtemoh, Anim, 51Goshen, Holon,
and Giloh; eleven cities with their villages.
52Arab, Dumah, Eshan, 53 Janim, Beth Tap-
puah, Aphekah, 54 Humtah, Kiriath Arba
(also called Hebron), and Zior; nine cities
with their villages.
55 Maon, Carmel, Ziph, Jutah, 56 Jezreel,
Jokdeam, Zanoah, 57Kain, Gibeah, and Tim-
nah; ten cities with their villages.
58Halhul, Beth Zur, Gedor, 59Maarath, Beth
Anoth, and Eltekon; six cities with their
villages. 60Kiriath Baal (also called Kiriath
Jearim), and Rabbah; two cities with their
villages.

61 In the wilderness, Beth Arabah, Middin,
Secacah, 62Nibshan, the City of Salt, and En
Gedi; six cities with their villages.

63 As for the Jebusites, the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, the children of Judah couldn’t
drive them out; but the Jebusites live with
the children of Judah at Jerusalem to this
day.

16
1 The lot came out for the children of

Joseph fromthe Jordanat Jericho, at thewa-
ters of Jericho on the east, even the wilder-
ness, going up from Jericho through the hill
country to Bethel. 2 It went out from Bethel
to Luz, and passed along to the border of
the Archites to Ataroth; 3 and it went down
westward to theborder of the Japhletites, to
the border of Beth Horon the lower, and on
to Gezer; and ended at the sea.

4 The children of Joseph, Manasseh and
Ephraim, took their inheritance. 5This was
the border of the children of Ephraim ac-
cording to their families. The border of
their inheritance eastwardwas Ataroth Ad-
dar, to Beth Horon the upper. 6 The border
went out westward at Michmethath on the
north. The border turned about eastward
to Taanath Shiloh, and passed along it on
the east of Janoah. 7 It went down from
Janoah to Ataroth, to Naarah, reached to
Jericho, and went out at the Jordan. 8 From
Tappuah the border went along westward
to the brook of Kanah; and ended at the sea.
This is the inheritance of the tribe of the
children of Ephraimaccording to their fam-
ilies; 9 together with the cities which were
set apart for the children of Ephraim in the
middle of the inheritance of the children of
Manasseh, all the cities with their villages.
10They didn’t drive out the Canaanites who
lived in Gezer; but the Canaanites dwell in
the territory of Ephraim to this day, and
have become servants to do forced labor.

17
1 This was the lot for the tribe of Man-

asseh, for hewas the firstborn of Joseph. As
for Machir the firstborn of Manasseh, the
father of Gilead, because he was a man of
war, therefore he had Gilead and Bashan.
2 So this was for the rest of the children of
Manasseh according to their families: for
the children of Abiezer, for the children of
Helek, for the children of Asriel, for the
children of Shechem, for the children of
Hepher, and for the children of Shemida.
These were the male children of Manasseh
the son of Joseph according to their fami-
lies. 3 But Zelophehad, the son of Hepher,
the son of Gilead, the son of Machir, the
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son of Manasseh, had no sons, but daugh-
ters. These are the names of his daughters:
Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah.
4 They came to Eleazar the priest, and to
Joshua the son of Nun, and to the princes,
saying, “The LORD commanded Moses to
give us an inheritance among our broth-
ers.” Therefore according to the command-
ment of the LORD he gave them an inher-
itance among the brothers of their father.
5 Ten parts fell to Manasseh, in addition to
the land of Gilead and Bashan, which is
beyond the Jordan; 6because the daughters
of Manasseh had an inheritance among his
sons. The landofGileadbelonged to the rest
of the sons of Manasseh. 7 The border of
Manassehwas fromAsher toMichmethath,
which is before Shechem. The border went
along to the right hand, to the inhabitants
of En Tappuah. 8 The land of Tappuah
belonged to Manasseh; but Tappuah on the
border of Manasseh belonged to the chil-
dren of Ephraim. 9 The border went down
to the brook of Kanah, southward of the
brook. These cities belonged to Ephraim
among the cities of Manasseh. The border
of Manasseh was on the north side of the
brook, and ended at the sea. 10 Southward
it was Ephraim’s, and northward it was
Manasseh’s, and the sea was his border.
They reached to Asher on the north, and
to Issachar on the east. 11 Manasseh had
three heights in Issachar, in Asher Beth
Shean and its towns, and Ibleam and its
towns, and the inhabitants of Dor and its
towns, and the inhabitants of Endor and its
towns, and the inhabitants of Taanach and
its towns, and the inhabitants of Megiddo
and its towns. 12 Yet the children of Man-
asseh couldn’t drive out the inhabitants of
those cities; but theCanaaniteswoulddwell
in that land.

13When the children of Israel had grown
strong, they put the Canaanites to forced
labor, and didn’t utterly drive them out.
14 The children of Joseph spoke to Joshua,
saying, “Whyhave you givenme just one lot
and one part for an inheritance, since we
are a numerous people, because the LORD
has blessed us so far?”

15 Joshua said to them, “If you are a nu-
merouspeople, goup to the forest, andclear
land for yourself there in the land of the
Perizzites and of the Rephaim, since the hill
country of Ephraim is too narrow for you.”

16 The children of Joseph said, “The hill
country is not enough for us. All the
Canaanites who dwell in the land of the
valley have chariots of iron, both thosewho
are in Beth Shean and its towns, and those
who are in the valley of Jezreel.”

17 Joshua spoke to the house of Joseph,
that is, to Ephraim and to Manasseh, say-
ing, “You are a numerous people, and have
great power. You shall not have one lot
only; 18 but the hill country shall be yours.
Although it is a forest, you shall cut it down,
and it’s farthest extent shall be yours; for
you shall drive out the Canaanites, though
they have chariots of iron, and though they
are strong.”

18
1 The whole congregation of the children

of Israel assembled themselves together at
Shiloh, and set up the Tent ofMeeting there.
The landwas subdued before them. 2Seven
tribes remained among the children of Is-
rael, which had not yet divided their in-
heritance. 3 Joshua said to the children of
Israel, “How longwill you neglect to go in to
possess the land, which the LORD, the God
of your fathers, has given you? 4 Appoint
for yourselves three men from each tribe.
I will send them, and they shall arise, walk
through the land, and describe it according
to their inheritance; then they shall come
to me. 5 They shall divide it into seven
portions. Judah shall live in his borders
on the south, and the house of Joseph shall
live in their borders on the north. 6 You
shall survey the land into seven parts, and
bring the description here to me; and I will
cast lots for you here before the LORD our
God. 7However, theLevites havenoportion
among you; for the priesthood of the LORD
is their inheritance. Gad, Reuben, and the
half-tribe of Manasseh have received their
inheritance east of the Jordan,whichMoses
the servant of the LORD gave them.”

8 The men arose and went. Joshua com-
manded thosewhowent to survey the land,
saying, “Go walk through the land, survey
it, and come again to me. I will cast lots for
you here before the LORD in Shiloh.”

9 The men went and passed through the
land, and surveyed it by cities into seven
portions in a book. They came to Joshua
to the camp at Shiloh. 10 Joshua cast lots
for them in Shiloh before the LORD. There
Joshua divided the land to the children of
Israel according to their divisions.

11 The lot of the tribe of the children of
Benjamin came up according to their fam-
ilies. The border of their lot went out be-
tween the children of Judah and the chil-
dren of Joseph. 12 Their border on the
north quarter was from the Jordan. The
border went up to the side of Jericho on the
north, and went up through the hill coun-
try westward. It ended at the wilderness
of Beth Aven. 13 The border passed along
from there to Luz, to the side of Luz (also
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called Bethel), southward. The borderwent
down to Ataroth Addar, by the mountain
that lies on the south of Beth Horon the
lower. 14 The border extended, and turned
around on the west quarter southward,
from the mountain that lies before Beth
Horon southward; and ended at Kiriath
Baal (also called Kiriath Jearim), a city of
the children of Judah. This was the west
quarter. 15 The south quarter was from the
farthest part of Kiriath Jearim. The border
went out westward, and went out to the
spring of the waters of Nephtoah. 16 The
border went down to the farthest part of
the mountain that lies before the valley of
the son of Hinnom, which is in the valley
of Rephaim northward. It went down to
the valley of Hinnom, to the side of the
Jebusite southward, and went down to En
Rogel. 17 It extended northward, went out
at En Shemesh, and went out to Geliloth,
which is opposite the ascent of Adummim.
It went down to the stone of Bohan the son
of Reuben. 18 It passed along to the side
opposite the Arabah northward, and went
down to the Arabah. 19 The border passed
along to the side of BethHoglah northward;
and the border ended at the north bay of
the Salt Sea, at the south end of the Jordan.
This was the south border. 20 The Jordan
was its border on the east quarter. This was
the inheritanceof the childrenofBenjamin,
by the borders around it, according to their
families. 21 Now the cities of the tribe of
the children of Benjamin according to their
families were Jericho, Beth Hoglah, Emek
Keziz, 22 Beth Arabah, Zemaraim, Bethel,
23 Avvim, Parah, Ophrah, 24 Chephar Am-
moni, Ophni, and Geba; twelve cities with
their villages. 25 Gibeon, Ramah, Beeroth,
26 Mizpeh, Chephirah, Mozah, 27 Rekem,
Irpeel, Taralah, 28 Zelah, Eleph, the Je-
busite (also called Jerusalem), Gibeath, and
Kiriath; fourteen cities with their villages.
This is the inheritance of the children of
Benjamin according to their families.

19
1 The second lot came out for Simeon,

even for the tribe of the children of
Simeon according to their families. Their
inheritance was in the middle of the
inheritance of the children of Judah. 2They
had for their inheritance Beersheba (or
Sheba), Moladah, 3 Hazar Shual, Balah,
Ezem, 4 Eltolad, Bethul, Hormah, 5 Ziklag,
Beth Marcaboth, Hazar Susah, 6 Beth
Lebaoth, and Sharuhen; thirteen citieswith
their villages; 7 Ain, Rimmon, Ether, and
Ashan; four cities with their villages; 8 and
all the villages thatwere around these cities
to Baalath Beer, Ramah of the South. This is

the inheritance of the tribe of the children
of Simeon according to their families. 9Out
of the part of the children of Judah was the
inheritance of the children of Simeon; for
the portion of the children of Judahwas too
much for them. Therefore the children of
Simeon had inheritance in the middle of
their inheritance.

10 The third lot came up for the chil-
dren of Zebulun according to their fami-
lies. The border of their inheritance was
to Sarid. 11 Their border went up west-
ward, even to Maralah, and reached to
Dabbesheth. It reached to the brook that
is before Jokneam. 12 It turned from Sarid
eastward toward the sunrise to the border
of Chisloth Tabor. It went out to Daberath,
and went up to Japhia. 13 From there it
passed along eastward to Gath Hepher, to
Ethkazin; and it went out at Rimmonwhich
stretches to Neah. 14 The border turned
around it on the north to Hannathon; and it
ended at the valley of Iphtah El; 15Kattath,
Nahalal, Shimron, Idalah, and Bethlehem:
twelve cities with their villages. 16 This is
the inheritance of the children of Zebulun
according to their families, these citieswith
their villages.

17 The fourth lot came out for Issachar,
even for the children of Issachar according
to their families. 18 Their border was to
Jezreel, Chesulloth, Shunem, 19Hapharaim,
Shion, Anaharath, 20 Rabbith, Kishion,
Ebez, 21 Remeth, Engannim, En Haddah,
and Beth Pazzez. 22 The border reached to
Tabor, Shahazumah, and Beth Shemesh.
Their border ended at the Jordan: sixteen
cities with their villages. 23 This is the
inheritance of the tribe of the children of
Issachar according to their families, the
cities with their villages.

24 The fifth lot came out for the tribe of
the children of Asher according to their
families. 25Their border was Helkath, Hali,
Beten, Achshaph, 26 Allammelech, Amad,
Mishal. It reached to Carmel westward,
and to Shihorlibnath. 27 It turned toward
the sunrise to Beth Dagon, and reached
to Zebulun, and to the valley of Iphtah El
northward to Beth Emek and Neiel. It went
out to Cabul on the left hand, 28 and Ebron,
Rehob, Hammon, and Kanah, even to great
Sidon. 29 The border turned to Ramah, to
the fortified city of Tyre; and the border
turned to Hosah. It ended at the sea by
the region of Achzib; 30 Ummah also, and
Aphek, and Rehob: twenty-two cities with
their villages. 31 This is the inheritance of
the tribe of the children of Asher according
to their families, these cities with their vil-
lages.
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32 The sixth lot came out for the children
of Naphtali, even for the children of Naph-
tali according to their families. 33 Their
border was from Heleph, from the oak in
Zaanannim, Adami-nekeb, and Jabneel, to
Lakkum. It ended at the Jordan. 34The bor-
der turned westward to Aznoth Tabor, and
went out from there to Hukkok. It reached
to Zebulun on the south, and reached to
Asher on the west, and to Judah at the
Jordan toward the sunrise. 35 The for-
tified cities were Ziddim, Zer, Hammath,
Rakkath, Chinnereth, 36 Adamah, Ramah,
Hazor, 37 Kedesh, Edrei, En Hazor, 38 Iron,
Migdal El, Horem, Beth Anath, and Beth
Shemesh; nineteen cities with their vil-
lages. 39 This is the inheritance of the tribe
of the children of Naphtali according to
their families, the cities with their villages.

40 The seventh lot came out for the
tribe of the children of Dan according to
their families. 41 The border of their in-
heritance was Zorah, Eshtaol, Irshemesh,
42 Shaalabbin, Aijalon, Ithlah, 43 Elon, Tim-
nah, Ekron, 44 Eltekeh, Gibbethon, Baalath,
45 Jehud, Bene Berak, Gath Rimmon, 46Me
Jarkon, and Rakkon, with the border oppo-
site Joppa. 47 The border of the children of
Danwent out beyond them; for the children
of Danwent up and fought against Leshem,
and took it, and struck it with the edge
of the sword, and possessed it, and lived
therein, and called Leshem, Dan, after the
name of Dan their forefather. 48 This is the
inheritance of the tribe of the children of
Dan according to their families, these cities
with their villages.

49 So they finished distributing the land
for inheritance by its borders. The children
of Israel gave an inheritance to Joshua the
son of Nun among them. 50According to the
LORD’s commandment, they gave him the
city which he asked, even Timnathserah in
thehill country of Ephraim; andhebuilt the
city, and lived there. 51 These are the in-
heritances,whichEleazar thepriest, Joshua
the son ofNun, and the heads of the fathers’
houses of the tribes of the children of Israel,
distributed for inheritance by lot in Shiloh
before the LORD, at the door of the Tent of
Meeting. So they finished dividing the land.

20
1 The LORD spoke to Joshua, saying,

2 “Speak to the children of Israel, saying,
‘Assign the cities of refuge, of which I spoke
to you by Moses, 3 that the man slayer who
kills any person accidentally or uninten-
tionally may flee there. They shall be to
you for a refuge from the avenger of blood.
4 He shall flee to one of those cities, and
shall stand at the entrance of the gate of

the city, and declare his case in the ears
of the elders of that city. They shall take
him into the city with them, and give him
a place, that he may live among them. 5 If
theavengerofbloodpursueshim, then they
shall not deliver up the man slayer into his
hand; because he struck his neighbor un-
intentionally, and didn’t hate him before.
6He shall dwell in that city until he stands
before the congregation for judgment, until
the death of the high priest that shall be
in those days. Then the man slayer shall
return, and come to his own city, and to his
own house, to the city he fled from.’ ”

7 They set apart Kedesh in Galilee in the
hill country of Naphtali, Shechem in the hill
country of Ephraim, and Kiriath Arba (also
called Hebron) in the hill country of Judah.
8 Beyond the Jordan at Jericho eastward,
they assignedBezer in thewilderness in the
plain out of the tribe of Reuben, Ramoth in
Gilead out of the tribe of Gad, and Golan in
Bashanoutof the tribeofManasseh. 9These
were the appointed cities for all the chil-
dren of Israel, and for the alien who lives
among them, that whoever kills any person
unintentionally might flee there, and not
die by the hand of the avenger of blood, un-
til he stands trial before the congregation.

21
1Then the heads of fathers’ houses of the

Levites camenear to Eleazar the priest, and
to Joshua the sonofNun, and to theheads of
fathers’ houses of the tribes of the children
of Israel. 2 They spoke to them at Shiloh
in the land of Canaan, saying, “The LORD
commanded throughMoses to give us cities
to dwell in, with their pasture lands for our
livestock.”

3The children of Israel gave to the Levites
out of their inheritance, according to the
commandment of the LORD, these cities
with their pasture lands. 4The lot came out
for the families of the Kohathites. The chil-
dren of Aaron the priest, who were of the
Levites, had thirteen cities by lot out of the
tribe of Judah, out of the tribe of the Sime-
onites, and out of the tribe of Benjamin.
5The rest of the children of Kohath had ten
cities by lot out of the families of the tribe of
Ephraim, out of the tribe of Dan, and out of
thehalf-tribeofManasseh. 6Thechildrenof
Gershon had thirteen cities by lot out of the
families of the tribe of Issachar, out of the
tribe of Asher, out of the tribe of Naphtali,
and out of the half-tribe of Manasseh in
Bashan. 7The children of Merari according
to their families had twelve cities out of the
tribe of Reuben, out of the tribe of Gad, and
out of the tribe of Zebulun. 8 The children
of Israel gave these cities with their pasture
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lands by lot to the Levites, as the LORD
commanded by Moses. 9 They gave out of
the tribe of the children of Judah, and out
of the tribe of the children of Simeon, these
citieswhich arementioned by name: 10and
they were for the children of Aaron, of the
families of the Kohathites, who were of the
children of Levi; for theirs was the first lot.
11 They gave them Kiriath Arba, named af-
ter the father of Anak (also called Hebron),
in the hill country of Judah, with its pasture
lands around it. 12 But they gave the fields
of the city and its villages to Caleb the son of
Jephunneh for his possession. 13To the chil-
dren of Aaron the priest they gave Hebron
with its pasture lands, the city of refuge
for the man slayer, Libnah with its pasture
lands, 14 Jattir with its pasture lands, Eshte-
moawith its pasture lands, 15Holonwith its
pasture lands, Debir with its pasture lands,
16 Ain with its pasture lands, Juttah with
its pasture lands, and Beth Shemesh with
its pasture lands: nine cities out of those
two tribes. 17Out of the tribe of Benjamin,
Gibeonwith its pasture lands, Gebawith its
pasture lands, 18 Anathoth with its pasture
lands, and Almon with its pasture lands:
four cities. 19All the cities of the children of
Aaron, the priests, were thirteen cities with
their pasture lands.

20 The families of the children of Kohath,
the Levites, even the rest of the children
of Kohath, had the cities of their lot out of
the tribe of Ephraim. 21 They gave them
Shechem with its pasture lands in the hill
country of Ephraim, the city of refuge for
the man slayer, and Gezer with its pasture
lands, 22Kibzaimwith its pasture lands, and
Beth Horon with its pasture lands: four
cities. 23Out of the tribe of Dan, Elteke with
its pasture lands, Gibbethon with its pas-
ture lands, 24Aijalon with its pasture lands,
Gath Rimmon with its pasture lands: four
cities. 25Out of the half-tribe of Manasseh,
Taanach with its pasture lands, and Gath
Rimmon with its pasture lands: two cities.
26All the cities of the families of the rest of
the children of Kohath were ten with their
pasture lands.

27 They gave to the children of Gershon,
of the families of the Levites, out of the half-
tribe of Manasseh Golan in Bashan with
its pasture lands, the city of refuge for the
man slayer, and Be Eshterah with its pas-
ture lands: two cities. 28 Out of the tribe
of Issachar, Kishion with its pasture lands,
Daberath with its pasture lands, 29 Jarmuth
with its pasture lands, En Gannim with its
pasture lands: four cities. 30 Out of the
tribe ofAsher,Mishalwith its pasture lands,
Abdon with its pasture lands, 31 Helkath
with its pasture lands, and Rehob with its

pasture lands: four cities. 32 Out of the
tribe of Naphtali, Kedesh in Galilee with its
pasture lands, the city of refuge for theman
slayer, Hammothdor with its pasture lands,
and Kartan with its pasture lands: three
cities. 33 All the cities of the Gershonites
according to their families were thirteen
cities with their pasture lands.

34 To the families of the children of Mer-
ari, the rest of the Levites, out of the tribe
of Zebulun, Jokneamwith its pasture lands,
Kartah with its pasture lands, 35 Dimnah
with its pasture lands, and Nahalal with its
pasture lands: four cities. 36Out of the tribe
of Reuben, Bezer with its pasture lands,
Jahaz with its pasture lands, 37 Kedemoth
with its pasture lands, and Mephaath with
its pasture lands: four cities. 38 Out of
the tribe of Gad, Ramoth in Gilead with
its pasture lands, the city of refuge for the
man slayer, andMahanaimwith its pasture
lands, 39 Heshbon with its pasture lands,
Jazer with its pasture lands: four cities in
all. 40 All these were the cities of the chil-
dren of Merari according to their families,
even the rest of the families of the Levites.
Their lot was twelve cities.

41 All the cities of the Levites among the
possessions of the children of Israel were
forty-eight cities with their pasture lands.
42Eachof these cities included their pasture
lands around them. It was this way with all
these cities.

43 So the LORD gave to Israel all the land
which he swore to give to their fathers.
They possessed it, and lived in it. 44 The
LORD gave them rest all around, according
to all that he swore to their fathers. Not a
man of all their enemies stood before them.
The LORD delivered all their enemies into
their hand. 45 Nothing failed of any good
thing which the LORD had spoken to the
house of Israel. All came to pass.

22
1 Then Joshua called the Reubenites, the

Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh,
2 and said to them, “You have kept all that
Moses the servant of the LORD commanded
you, and have listened to my voice in all
that I commanded you. 3 You have not left
your brothers these many days to this day,
but have performed the duty of the com-
mandment of the LORD your God. 4 Now
the LORD your God has given rest to your
brothers, as he spoke to them. Therefore
now return and go to your tents, to the
land of your possession, which Moses the
servant of the LORD gave you beyond the
Jordan. 5 Only take diligent heed to do the
commandment and the law which Moses
the servant of the LORD commanded you,
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to love the LORD your God, towalk in all his
ways, to keep his commandments, to hold
fast to him, and to serve him with all your
heart and with all your soul.”

6 So Joshua blessed them, and sent them
away; and they went to their tents. 7 Now
to theonehalf-tribeofManassehMoseshad
given inheritance in Bashan; but Joshua
gave to the other half among their broth-
ers beyond the Jordan westward. More-
over when Joshua sent them away to their
tents, he blessed them, 8and spoke to them,
saying, “Return with much wealth to your
tents, with verymuch livestock, with silver,
with gold, with bronze, with iron, and with
very much clothing. Divide the plunder of
your enemies with your brothers.”

9The childrenof Reubenand the children
of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh re-
turned, and departed from the children of
Israel out of Shiloh, which is in the land
of Canaan, to go to the land of Gilead, to
the land of their possession, which they
owned, according to the commandment of
the LORD by Moses. 10 When they came
to the region near the Jordan, that is in
the land of Canaan, the children of Reuben
and the children of Gad and the half-tribe
of Manasseh built an altar there by the
Jordan, a great altar to look at. 11 The
children of Israel heard this, “Behold, the
children of Reuben and the children of Gad
and the half-tribe of Manasseh have built
an altar along the border of the land of
Canaan, in the region around the Jordan,
on the side that belongs to the children
of Israel.” 12 When the children of Israel
heard of it, the whole congregation of the
children of Israel gathered themselves to-
gether at Shiloh, to go up against them to
war. 13 The children of Israel sent to the
children of Reuben, and to the children
of Gad, and to the half-tribe of Manasseh,
into the land of Gilead, Phinehas the son of
Eleazar the priest. 14 With him were ten
princes, one prince of a fathers’ house for
each of the tribes of Israel; and they were
each head of their fathers’ houses among
the thousands of Israel. 15 They came to
the children of Reuben, and to the children
of Gad, and to the half-tribe of Manasseh,
to the land of Gilead, and they spoke with
them, saying, 16 “The whole congregation
of the LORD says, ‘What trespass is this
that you have committed against the God of
Israel, to turn away today from following
the LORD, in that you have built yourselves
an altar, to rebel today against the LORD?
17 Is the iniquity of Peor too little for us,
fromwhichwehavenot cleansed ourselves
to this day, although there came a plague
on the congregation of the LORD, 18 that

you must turn away today from following
the LORD? It will be, since you rebel today
against the LORD, that tomorrow hewill be
angry with the whole congregation of Is-
rael. 19However, if the land of your posses-
sion is unclean, then pass over to the land
of the possession of the LORD, in which the
LORD’s tabernacle dwells, and take posses-
sion among us; but don’t rebel against the
LORD, nor rebel against us, in building an
altar other than the LORD our God’s altar.
20 Didn’t Achan the son of Zerah commit a
trespass in thedevoted thing, andwrath fell
on all the congregation of Israel? That man
didn’t perish alone in his iniquity.’ ”

21 Then the children of Reuben and the
children of Gad and the half-tribe of Man-
asseh answered, and spoke to the heads of
the thousands of Israel, 22 “TheMighty One,
God, the LORD, the Mighty One, God, the
LORD, he knows; and Israel shall know: if it
was in rebellion, or if in trespass against the
LORD (don’t save us today), 23 that we have
built us an altar to turn away from follow-
ing the LORD; or if to offer burnt offering
or meal offering, or if to offer sacrifices
of peace offerings, let the LORD himself
require it.

24 “If we have not out of concern done
this, and for a reason, saying, ‘In time to
come your childrenmight speak to our chil-
dren, saying, “What have you to dowith the
LORD, theGodof Israel? 25For theLORDhas
made the Jordan a border between us and
you, you children of Reuben and children
of Gad. You have no portion in the LORD.” ’
So your children might make our children
cease from fearing the LORD.

26 “Therefore we said, ‘Let’s now prepare
to build ourselves an altar, not for burnt
offering, nor for sacrifice; 27 but it will be a
witness between us and you, and between
our generations after us, that we may per-
form the service of the LORD before him
with our burnt offerings, with our sacri-
fices, and with our peace offerings;’ that
your children may not tell our children in
time to come, ‘You have no portion in the
LORD.’

28 “Therefore we said, ‘It shall be, when
they tell us or our generations this in time
to come, that we shall say, “Behold the pat-
tern of the LORD’s altar, which our fathers
made, not for burnt offering, nor for sac-
rifice; but it is a witness between us and
you.” ’

29 “Far be it from us that we should rebel
against the LORD, and turn away today
from following the LORD, to build an altar
for burnt offering, for meal offering, or for
sacrifice, besides the LORD our God’s altar
that is before his tabernacle!”
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30 When Phinehas the priest, and the
princes of the congregation, even the heads
of the thousands of Israel that were with
him, heard the words that the children
of Reuben and the children of Gad and
the children of Manasseh spoke, it pleased
them well. 31 Phinehas the son of Eleazar
the priest said to the children of Reuben, to
the children of Gad, and to the children of
Manasseh, “Today we know that the LORD
is among us, because you have not com-
mitted this trespass against the LORD. Now
you have delivered the children of Israel
out of the LORD’s hand.” 32 Phinehas the
son of Eleazar the priest, and the princes,
returned from the children of Reuben, and
from the children of Gad, out of the land
of Gilead, to the land of Canaan, to the
children of Israel, and brought them word
again. 33 The thing pleased the children
of Israel; and the children of Israel blessed
God, and spoke nomore of going up against
them to war, to destroy the land in which
the children of Reuben and the children of
Gad lived. 34ThechildrenofReubenand the
children of Gad named the altar “AWitness
Between Us that the LORD is God.”

23
1 After many days, when the LORD had

given rest to Israel from their enemies all
around, and Joshua was old and well ad-
vanced in years, 2 Joshua called for all Is-
rael, for their elders and for their heads,
and for their judges and for their officers,
and said to them, “I am old and well ad-
vanced in years. 3You have seen all that the
LORDyourGodhasdone toall thesenations
because of you; for it is the LORD your God
who has fought for you. 4 Behold, I have
allotted to you these nations that remain,
to be an inheritance for your tribes, from
the Jordan, with all the nations that I have
cut off, even to the great sea toward the
going down of the sun. 5 The LORD your
God will thrust them out from before you,
and drive them from out of your sight. You
shall possess their land, as the LORD your
God spoke to you.

6 “Therefore be very courageous to keep
and to do all that is written in the book of
the law of Moses, that you not turn away
from it to the right hand or to the left; 7 that
you not come among these nations, these
that remain among you; neithermakemen-
tion of the name of their gods, nor cause
to swear by them, neither serve them, nor
bow down yourselves to them; 8 but hold
fast to theLORDyourGod, as youhavedone
to this day.

9 “For the LORD has driven great and
strong nations out from before you. But
as for you, no man has stood before you to
this day. 10 One man of you shall chase a
thousand; for it is the LORD your God who
fights for you, as he spoke to you. 11 Take
good heed therefore to yourselves, that you
love the LORD your God.

12 “But if you do at all go back, and hold
fast to the remnant of these nations, even
these who remain among you, and make
marriages with them, and go in to them,
and they to you; 13 know for a certainty
that theLORDyourGodwill no longer drive
these nations from out of your sight; but
they shall be a snare and a trap to you, a
scourge in your sides, and thorns in your
eyes, until you perish from off this good
land which the LORD your God has given
you.

14 “Behold, today I am going the way of
all the earth. You know in all your hearts
and in all your souls that not one thing has
failed of all the good thingswhich the LORD
your God spoke concerning you. All have
happened to you. Not one thing has failed
of it. 15 It shall happen that as all the good
thingshave comeonyouofwhich theLORD
your God spoke to you, so the LORD will
bring on you all the evil things, until he has
destroyedyou fromoffthis good landwhich
the LORD your God has given you, 16when
you disobey the covenant of the LORD your
God, which he commanded you, and go and
serve other gods, andbowdownyourselves
to them. Then the LORD’s anger will be
kindled against you, and you will perish
quickly fromoff the good landwhichhehas
given to you.”

24
1 Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel

to Shechem, and called for the elders of
Israel, for their heads, for their judges, and
for their officers; and they presented them-
selves before God. 2 Joshua said to all the
people, “The LORD, the God of Israel, says,
‘Your fathers lived of old time beyond the
River, even Terah, the father of Abraham,
and the father of Nahor. They served other
gods. 3 I took your father Abraham from
beyond the River, and led him throughout
all the land of Canaan, and multiplied his
offspring,* and gave him Isaac. 4 I gave to
Isaac Jacob and Esau: and I gave to Esau
Mount Seir, to possess it. Jacob and his
children went down into Egypt.

5 “ ‘I sent Moses and Aaron, and I plagued
Egypt, according to that which I did among
them: and afterward I brought you out. 6 I

* 24:3 or, seed
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brought your fathers out of Egypt: and you
came to the sea. The Egyptians pursued
your fathers with chariots and with horse-
men to theRedSea. 7When they cried out to
theLORD,heputdarknessbetweenyouand
theEgyptians, andbrought the sea on them,
and covered them; and your eyes sawwhat
I did in Egypt. You lived in the wilderness
many days.

8 “ ‘I brought you into the land of the
Amorites, that lived beyond the Jordan.
They fought with you, and I gave them into
your hand. You possessed their land, and
I destroyed them from before you. 9 Then
Balak the son of Zippor, king ofMoab, arose
and fought against Israel. He sent and
called Balaam the son of Beor to curse you,
10 but I would not listen to Balaam; there-
fore he blessed you still. So I delivered you
out of his hand.

11 “ ‘You went over the Jordan, and came
to Jericho. The men of Jericho fought
against you, the Amorite, the Perizzite, the
Canaanite, the Hittite, the Girgashite, the
Hivite, and the Jebusite; and I delivered
them into yourhand. 12 I sent thehornet be-
foreyou,whichdrove themout frombefore
you, even the two kings of the Amorites;
not with your sword, nor with your bow.
13 I gave you a land on which you had not
labored, and cities which you didn’t build,
and you live in them. You eat of vineyards
and olive groves which you didn’t plant.’

14 “Now therefore fear the LORD, and
serve him in sincerity and in truth. Put
away the gods which your fathers served
beyond the River, in Egypt; and serve the
LORD. 15 If it seems evil to you to serve
the LORD, choose today whom you will
serve; whether the godswhich your fathers
served that were beyond the River, or the
gods of the Amorites, in whose land you
dwell; but as for me and my house, we will
serve the LORD.”

16 The people answered, “Far be it from
us that we should forsake the LORD, to
serve other gods; 17 for it is the LORD our
God who brought us and our fathers up
out of the land of Egypt, from the house of
bondage, and who did those great signs in
our sight, and preserved us in all theway in
which we went, and among all the peoples
through the middle of whom we passed.
18 The LORD drove out from before us all
the peoples, even the Amoriteswho lived in
the land. Therefore we also will serve the
LORD; for he is our God.”

19 Joshua said to the people, “You can’t
serve the LORD, for he is a holy God. He
is a jealous God. He will not forgive your

disobediencenoryour sins. 20 If you forsake
the LORD, and serve foreign gods, then he
will turn and do you evil, and consume you,
after he has done you good.”

21 The people said to Joshua, “No, but
we will serve the LORD.” 22 Joshua said
to the people, “You are witnesses against
yourselves that you have chosen the LORD
yourselves, to serve him.”
They said, “We are witnesses.”
23 “Now therefore put away the foreign

gods which are among you, and incline
your heart to the LORD, the God of Israel.”

24 The people said to Joshua, “We will
serve the LORD our God, and we will listen
to his voice.”

25 So Joshua made a covenant with the
people that day, and made for them a
statute and an ordinance in Shechem.
26 Joshua wrote these words in the book
of the law of God; and he took a great stone,
and set it up there under the oak that was
by the sanctuary of the LORD. 27 Joshua said
to all the people, “Behold, this stone shall
be a witness against us, for it has heard all
the LORD’s words which he spoke to us. It
shall be thereforeawitness against you, lest
you deny your God.” 28 So Joshua sent the
people away, each to his own inheritance.

29 After these things, Joshua the son of
Nun, the servant of the LORD, died, being
one hundred ten years old. 30 They buried
him in the border of his inheritance in Tim-
nathserah, which is in the hill country of
Ephraim, on the north of the mountain of
Gaash. 31 Israel served the LORD all the
days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders
who outlived Joshua, and had known all
the work of the LORD, that he had worked
for Israel. 32 They buried the bones of
Joseph,which the childrenof Israel brought
up out of Egypt, in Shechem, in the parcel
of ground which Jacob bought from the
sons of Hamor the father of Shechem for
a hundred pieces of silver.† They became
the inheritance of the children of Joseph.
33 Eleazar the son of Aaron died. They
buried him in the hill of Phinehas his son,
which was given him in the hill country of
Ephraim.

† 24:32 Hebrew: kesitahs. A kesitah was a kind of silver coin.
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The Book of
Judges

1 After the death of Joshua, the children
of Israel asked of the LORD,* saying, “Who
should go up for us first against the Canaan-
ites, to fight against them?”

2 The LORD said, “Judah shall go up. Be-
hold,† I have delivered the land into his
hand.”

3 Judah said to Simeon his brother, “Come
up with me into my lot, that we may fight
against the Canaanites; and I likewise will
go with you into your lot.” So Simeon went
with him. 4 Judah went up, and the LORD
delivered the Canaanites and the Perizzites
into their hand. They struck ten thou-
sand men in Bezek. 5 They found Adoni-
Bezek in Bezek, and they fought against
him. They struck the Canaanites and the
Perizzites. 6 But Adoni-Bezek fled. They
pursued him, caught him, and cut off his
thumbsandhis big toes. 7Adoni-Bezek said,
“Seventy kings, having their thumbs and
their big toes cut off, scavenged under my
table. As I have done, so God‡ has done
to me.” They brought him to Jerusalem,
and he died there. 8 The children of Judah
fought against Jerusalem, took it, struck it
with the edge of the sword, and set the city
on fire.

9 After that, the children of Judah went
down to fight against the Canaanites who
lived in the hill country, and in the South,
and in the lowland. 10 Judah went against
the Canaanites who lived in Hebron. (The
name of Hebron before that was Kiriath
Arba.) They struck Sheshai, Ahiman, and
Talmai.

11 From there he went against the inhab-
itants of Debir. (The name of Debir before
that was Kiriath Sepher.) 12 Caleb said, “I
will give Achsah my daughter as wife to
the man who strikes Kiriath Sepher, and
takes it.” 13Othniel the son ofKenaz, Caleb’s
younger brother, took it, so he gave him
Achsah his daughter as his wife.

14When she came, she got him to ask her
father for a field. She got off her donkey;
and Caleb said to her, “What would you
like?”

15 She said to him, “Give me a blessing;
because you have set me in the land of the
South, give me also springs of water.” Then
Caleb gave her the upper springs and the
lower springs. 16The children of the Kenite,

Moses’ brother-in-law, went up out of the
city of palm treeswith the children of Judah
into the wilderness of Judah, which is in
the south of Arad; and they went and lived
with the people. 17 Judahwentwith Simeon
his brother, and they struck the Canaan-
ites who inhabited Zephath, and utterly de-
stroyed it. The name of the city was called
Hormah. 18 Also Judah took Gaza with its
border, and Ashkelon with its border, and
Ekron with its border. 19 The LORD was
with Judah, and drove out the inhabitants
of the hill country; for he could not drive
out the inhabitants of the valley, because
they had chariots of iron. 20 They gave
Hebron to Caleb, as Moses had said, and he
drove the three sons of Anak out of there.
21 The children of Benjamin didn’t drive
out the Jebusites who inhabited Jerusalem,
but the Jebusites dwell with the children of
Benjamin in Jerusalem to this day.

22 The house of Joseph also went up
against Bethel, and the LORD was with
them. 23The house of Joseph sent to spy out
Bethel. (The name of the city before that
was Luz.) 24The watchers saw a man come
out of the city, and they said to him, “Please
show us the entrance into the city, and we
will deal kindly with you.” 25 He showed
them the entrance into the city, and they
struck the city with the edge of the sword;
but they let the man and all his family go.
26Themanwent into the landof theHittites,
built a city, and called its name Luz, which
is its name to this day.

27 Manasseh didn’t drive out the inhab-
itants of Beth Shean and its towns, nor
Taanach and its towns, nor the inhabitants
of Dor and its towns, nor the inhabitants of
Ibleamand its towns, nor the inhabitants of
Megiddo and its towns; but the Canaanites
would dwell in that land. 28 When Israel
had grown strong, they put the Canaanites
to forced labor, and didn’t utterly drive
them out. 29 Ephraim didn’t drive out
the Canaanites who lived in Gezer, but
the Canaanites lived in Gezer among them.
30 Zebulun didn’t drive out the inhabitants
of Kitron, nor the inhabitants of Nahalol;
but the Canaanites lived among them, and
became subject to forced labor. 31 Asher
didn’t drive out the inhabitants of Acco,
nor the inhabitants of Sidon, nor of Ahlab,
nor of Achzib, nor of Helbah, nor of Aphik,
nor of Rehob; 32 but the Asherites lived
among the Canaanites, the inhabitants of
the land, for they didn’t drive them out.
33Naphtali didn’t drive out the inhabitants

* 1:1 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”,
usually pronounced Yahweh). † 1:2 “Behold”, from “”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often
used as an interjection. ‡ 1:7 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is “” (Elohim).
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of Beth Shemesh, nor the inhabitants of
BethAnath; buthe livedamong theCanaan-
ites, the inhabitants of the land. Neverthe-
less the inhabitants of Beth Shemesh and of
Beth Anath became subject to forced labor.
34 The Amorites forced the children of Dan
into the hill country, for they would not al-
low them to come down to the valley; 35but
the Amorites would dwell in Mount Heres,
in Aijalon, and in Shaalbim. Yet the hand
of the house of Joseph prevailed, so that
they became subject to forced labor. 36 The
border of the Amorites was from the ascent
of Akrabbim, from the rock, and upward.

2
1 The LORD’s angel came up from Gilgal

to Bochim. He said, “I brought you out of
Egypt, and have brought you to the land
which I swore to give your fathers. I said,
‘I will never break my covenant with you.
2 You shall make no covenant with the in-
habitants of this land. You shall breakdown
theiraltars.’ Butyouhavenot listened tomy
voice. Why have you done this? 3Therefore
I also said, ‘I will not drive them out from
before you; but they shall be in your sides,
and their gods will be a snare to you.’ ”

4 When the LORD’s angel spoke these
words to all the children of Israel, the peo-
ple lifted up their voice and wept. 5 They
called the name of that place Bochim,* and
they sacrificed there to the LORD. 6 Now
when Joshua had sent the people away, the
children of Israel each went to his inher-
itance to possess the land. 7 The people
served the LORD all the days of Joshua,
and all the days of the elders who outlived
Joshua, who had seen all the great work
of the LORD that he had worked for Israel.
8 Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the
LORD, died, being one hundred ten years
old. 9 They buried him in the border of his
inheritance in Timnath Heres, in the hill
country of Ephraim, on the north of the
mountain of Gaash. 10After all that genera-
tionwere gathered to their fathers, another
generation arose after them who didn’t
know the LORD, nor theworkwhich he had
done for Israel. 11The children of Israel did
thatwhichwas evil in the LORD’s sight, and
served the Baals. 12 They abandoned the
LORD, theGodof their fathers,whobrought
them out of the land of Egypt, and followed
other gods, of the gods of the peoples who
were around them, and bowed themselves
down to them; and theyprovoked theLORD
to anger. 13 They abandoned the LORD,
and served Baal and the Ashtaroth. 14 The
LORD’s anger burned against Israel, and he

delivered them into the hands of raiders
who plundered them. He sold them into
the hands of their enemies all around, so
that they could no longer stand before their
enemies. 15 Wherever they went out, the
LORD’s hand was against them for evil, as
the LORD had spoken, and as the LORD had
sworn to them; and they were very dis-
tressed. 16The LORD raised up judges, who
saved them out of the hand of those who
plundered them. 17 Yet they didn’t listen
to their judges; for they prostituted them-
selves to other gods, and bowed themselves
down to them. They quickly turned away
from theway inwhich their fatherswalked,
obeying the LORD’s commandments. They
didn’t do so. 18 When the LORD raised up
judges for them, then the LORD was with
the judge, and saved themoutof thehandof
their enemies all the days of the judge; for it
grieved the LORDbecause of their groaning
by reasonof thosewhooppressed themand
troubled them. 19 But when the judge was
dead, they turned back, and dealtmore cor-
ruptly than their fathers in following other
gods to serve them and to bow down to
them. They didn’t ceasewhat theywere do-
ing, or give up their stubborn ways. 20 The
LORD’s anger burned against Israel; and he
said, “Because this nation transgressed my
covenantwhich I commanded their fathers,
and has not listened to my voice, 21 I also
will no longer drive out any of the nations
that Joshua left when he died from before
them; 22 that by them I may test Israel, to
see if theywill keep the LORD’s way towalk
therein, as their fathers kept it, or not.” 23So
theLORDleft thosenations,withoutdriving
them out hastily. He didn’t deliver them
into Joshua’s hand.

3
1 Now these are the nations which the

LORD left, to test Israel by them, even as
many as had not known all the wars of
Canaan; 2 only that the generations of the
children of Israel might know, to teach
them war, at least those who knew nothing
of it before: 3 thefive lordsof thePhilistines,
all the Canaanites, the Sidonians, and the
Hivites who lived onMount Lebanon, from
Mount Baal Hermon to the entrance of
Hamath. 4 They were left to test Israel
by them, to know whether they would lis-
ten to the LORD’s commandments, which
he commanded their fathers by Moses.
5 The children of Israel lived among the
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the
Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites.
6 They took their daughters to be their

* 2:5 “Bochim” means “weepers”.
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wives, and gave their own daughters to
their sons and served their gods. 7 The
children of Israel did that which was evil
in the LORD’s sight, and forgot the LORD
their God, and served the Baals and the
Asheroth. 8 Therefore the LORD’s anger
burned against Israel, and he sold them
into the hand of Cushan Rishathaim king
of Mesopotamia; and the children of Is-
rael served Cushan Rishathaim eight years.
9 When the children of Israel cried to the
LORD, the LORD raised up a savior to the
children of Israel, who saved them, even
Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger
brother. 10 The LORD’s Spirit came on
him, and he judged Israel; and he went
out to war, and the LORD delivered Cushan
Rishathaim king of Mesopotamia into his
hand. His hand prevailed against Cushan
Rishathaim. 11 The land had rest forty
years, then Othniel the son of Kenaz died.

12 The children of Israel again did that
which was evil in the LORD’s sight, and
the LORD strengthened Eglon the king of
Moab against Israel, because they had done
that which was evil in the LORD’s sight.
13He gathered the children of Ammon and
Amalek to himself; and he went and struck
Israel, and they possessed the city of palm
trees. 14The children of Israel served Eglon
the king of Moab eighteen years. 15 But
when the children of Israel cried to the
LORD, the LORD raised up a savior for
them: Ehud the son of Gera, the Benjamite,
a left-handed man. The children of Israel
sent tribute by him to Eglon the king of
Moab. 16Ehudmadehimself a swordwhich
had two edges, a cubit* in length; and he
wore it underhis clothing onhis right thigh.
17 He offered the tribute to Eglon king of
Moab. Now Eglon was a very fat man.
18WhenEhudhadfinishedoffering the trib-
ute, he sent away the people who carried
the tribute. 19 But he himself turned back
fromthe stone idols thatwerebyGilgal, and
said, “I have a secret message for you, O
king.”
The king said, “Keep silence!” All who

stood by him left him.
20 Ehud came to him; and he was sitting

by himself alone in the cool upper room.
Ehud said, “I have a message from God to
you.” He arose out of his seat. 21 Ehud put
out his left hand, and took the sword from
his right thigh, and thrust it into his body.
22 The handle also went in after the blade;
and the fat closed on the blade, for he didn’t
draw the sword out of his body; and it came
out behind. 23Then Ehudwent out onto the

porch, and shut thedoorsof theupper room
on him, and locked them.

24 After he had gone, his servants came
and saw that the doors of the upper room
were locked. They said, “Surely he is cov-
ering his feet† in the upper room.” 25 They
waited until they were ashamed; and be-
hold, he didn’t open the doors of the upper
room. Therefore they took the key and
opened them, and behold, their lord had
fallen down dead on the floor.

26 Ehud escaped while they waited,
passed beyond the stone idols, and escaped
to Seirah. 27When he had come, he blew a
trumpet in the hill country of Ephraim; and
the children of Israel went down with him
from the hill country, and he led them.

28 He said to them, “Follow me; for
the LORD has delivered your enemies the
Moabites into your hand.” They followed
him, and took the fords of the Jordan
against the Moabites, and didn’t allow any
man to pass over. 29They struck at that time
about ten thousand men of Moab, every
strong man and every man of valor. No
man escaped. 30 SoMoab was subdued that
day under the hand of Israel. Then the land
had rest eighty years.

31 After him was Shamgar the son of
Anath, who struck six hundred men of the
Philistines with an ox goad. He also saved
Israel.

4
1 The children of Israel again did that

which was evil in the LORD’s sight, when
Ehud was dead. 2 The LORD sold them
into the hand of Jabin king of Canaan, who
reigned in Hazor; the captain of whose
armywas Sisera, who lived in Harosheth of
the Gentiles. 3 The children of Israel cried
to the LORD, for he had nine hundred char-
iots of iron; and he mightily oppressed the
children of Israel for twenty years. 4 Now
Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lappi-
doth, judged Israel at that time. 5 She lived
underDeborah’s palm tree betweenRamah
and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim;
and the children of Israel came up to her
for judgment. 6 She sent and called Barak
the son of Abinoam out of Kedesh Naphtali,
and said to him, “Hasn’t the LORD, the God
of Israel, commanded, ‘Go and lead theway
toMount Tabor, and takewith you ten thou-
sand men of the children of Naphtali and
of the children of Zebulun? 7 I will draw to
you, to the river Kishon, Sisera, the captain
of Jabin’s army, with his chariots and his
multitude; and I will deliver him into your
hand.’ ”

* 3:16 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters. † 3:24 or, “relieving himself”.
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8Barak said toher, “If youwill gowithme,
then Iwill go; but if youwill not gowithme,
I will not go.”

9She said, “I will surely gowith you. Nev-
ertheless, the journey that you take won’t
be for yourhonor; for the LORDwill sell Sis-
era into a woman’s hand.” Deborah arose,
and went with Barak to Kedesh.

10 Barak called Zebulun and Naphtali to-
gether to Kedesh. Ten thousand men fol-
lowed him; andDeborahwent upwith him.
11NowHeber theKenitehadseparatedhim-
self from the Kenites, even from the chil-
dren of Hobab, Moses’ brother-in-law, and
had pitched his tent as far as the oak in
Zaanannim, which is by Kedesh. 12 They
told Sisera that Barak the son of Abinoam
had gone up to Mount Tabor. 13 Sisera
gathered togetherall his chariots, evennine
hundred chariots of iron, and all the people
who were with him, from Harosheth of the
Gentiles, to the river Kishon.

14 Deborah said to Barak, “Go; for this is
the day in which the LORD has delivered
Sisera into your hand. Hasn’t the LORD
gone out before you?” So Barak went down
from Mount Tabor, and ten thousand men
after him. 15 The LORD confused Sisera,
all his chariots, and all his army, with the
edge of the sword before Barak. Sisera
abandoned his chariot and fled away on his
feet. 16But Barak pursued the chariots and
the army to Harosheth of the Gentiles; and
all the army of Sisera fell by the edge of the
sword. There was not a man left.

17However Sisera fled away on his feet to
the tent of Jael thewife of Heber the Kenite;
for there was peace between Jabin the king
of Hazor and the house of Heber the Kenite.
18 Jael went out to meet Sisera, and said to
him, “Turn in, my lord, turn in to me; don’t
be afraid.” He came in to her into the tent,
and she covered himwith a rug.

19 He said to her, “Please give me a little
water to drink; for I am thirsty.”
She opened a container of milk, and gave

him a drink, and covered him.
20He said to her, “Stand in the door of the

tent, and if any man comes and inquires of
you, and says, ‘Is there any man here?’ you
shall say, ‘No.’ ”

21 Then Jael, Heber’s wife, took a tent
peg, and took a hammer in her hand, and
went softly to him, and struck the pin into
his temples, and it pierced through into
the ground, for he was in a deep sleep; so
he fainted and died. 22 Behold, as Barak
pursued Sisera, Jael came out to meet him,
and said to him, “Come, and Iwill show you
the man whom you seek.” He came to her;
and behold, Sisera lay dead, and the tent
peg was in his temples. 23 So God subdued

Jabin the king of Canaan before the chil-
dren of Israel on that day. 24The hand of the
children of Israel prevailedmore andmore
against Jabin the king of Canaan, until they
had destroyed Jabin king of Canaan.

5
1Then Deborah and Barak the son of Abi-

noam sang on that day, saying,
2 “Because the leaders took the lead in Is-

rael,
because the people offered themselves
willingly,

be blessed, LORD!

3 “Hear, you kings!
Give ear, you princes!

I, even I, will sing to the LORD.
I will sing praise to the LORD, the God
of Israel.

4 “LORD, when youwent out of Seir,
when you marched out of the field of
Edom,

the earth trembled, the sky also dropped.
Yes, the clouds dropped water.

5Themountains quaked at the LORD’s pres-
ence,

even Sinai at the presence of the LORD,
the God of Israel.

6 “In the days of Shamgar the son of Anath,
in the days of Jael, the highways were
unoccupied.

The travelers walked through byways.
7The rulers ceased in Israel.

They ceased until I, Deborah, arose;
Until I arose amother in Israel.

8They chose new gods.
Then war was in the gates.
Was there a shield or spear seen among
forty thousand in Israel?

9Myheart is toward the governors of Israel,
who offered themselves willingly
among the people.

Bless the LORD!

10 “Speak, you who ride on white donkeys,
you who sit on rich carpets,
and you whowalk by the way.

11 Far from the noise of archers, in the
places of drawing water,

there they will rehearse the LORD’s
righteous acts,

the righteous acts of his rule in Israel.

“Then the LORD’s people went down to the
gates.

12 ‘Awake, awake, Deborah!
Awake, awake, utter a song!
Arise, Barak, and lead away your cap-
tives, you son of Abinoam.’
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13 “Then a remnant of the nobles and the
people came down.

The LORD came down for me against
the mighty.

14 Those whose root is in Amalek came out
of Ephraim,

after you, Benjamin, among your peo-
ples.

Governors come down out of Machir.
Those who handle the marshal’s staff
came out of Zebulun.

15 The princes of Issachar were with Debo-
rah.

As was Issachar, so was Barak.
They rushed into the valley at his feet.

By the watercourses of Reuben,
there were great resolves of heart.

16Why did you sit among the sheepfolds?
To hear the whistling for the flocks?

At the watercourses of Reuben,
there were great searchings of heart.

17Gilead lived beyond the Jordan.
Why did Dan remain in ships?
Asher sat still at the haven of the sea,
and lived by his creeks.

18 Zebulun was a people that jeopardized
their lives to the death;

Naphtali also, on the high places of the
field.

19 “The kings came and fought,
then the kings of Canaan fought at
Taanach by the waters of Megiddo.

They took no plunder of silver.
20From the sky the stars fought.

From their courses, they fought against
Sisera.

21The river Kishon swept them away,
that ancient river, the river Kishon.
My soul, march onwith strength.

22Then the horse hoofs stamped because of
the prancing,

the prancing of their strong ones.
23 ‘Curse Meroz,’ said the LORD’s angel.

‘Curse bitterly its inhabitants,
because they didn’t come to help the
LORD,

to help the LORD against the mighty.’
24 “Jael shall be blessed above women,

the wife of Heber the Kenite;
blessed shall she be above women in
the tent.

25He asked for water.
She gave himmilk.
She brought himbutter in a lordly dish.

26 She put her hand to the tent peg,
and her right hand to the workmen’s
hammer.

With the hammer she struck Sisera.
She struck through his head.

Yes, she pierced and struck through his
temples.

27At her feet he bowed, he fell, he lay.
At her feet he bowed, he fell.
Where he bowed, there he fell down
dead.

28“Through thewindowshe lookedout, and
cried:

Sisera’s mother looked through the lat-
tice.

‘Why is his chariot so long in coming?
Whydo thewheelsofhis chariotswait?’

29Her wise ladies answered her,
Yes, she returned answer to herself,

30 ‘Have they not found, have they not di-
vided the plunder?

A lady, two ladies to everyman;
to Sisera a plunder of dyed garments,

a plunder of dyed garments embroi-
dered,

of dyed garments embroidered onboth
sides, on the necks of the plunder?’

31 “So let all your enemies perish, LORD,
but let thosewho lovehimbe as the sun
when it rises in its strength.”

Then the land had rest forty years.

6
1 The children of Israel did that which

was evil in the LORD’s sight, so the LORD
delivered them into the hand of Midian
sevenyears. 2ThehandofMidianprevailed
against Israel; and because of Midian the
childrenof Israelmade themselves thedens
which are in the mountains, the caves, and
the strongholds. 3So itwas,when Israel had
sown, that the Midianites, the Amalekites,
and the childrenof the east cameupagainst
them. 4 They encamped against them, and
destroyed the increase of the earth, until
you come to Gaza. They left no sustenance
in Israel, and no sheep, ox, or donkey. 5 For
they came up with their livestock and their
tents. They came inas locusts formultitude.
Both they and their camels were without
number; and they came into the land to
destroy it. 6 Israel was brought very low be-
cause of Midian; and the children of Israel
cried to the LORD.

7When the children of Israel cried to the
LORD because of Midian, 8 The LORD sent
a prophet to the children of Israel; and he
said to them, “The LORD, the God of Israel,
says, ‘I brought you up from Egypt, and
brought you out of the house of bondage.
9 I delivered you out of the hand of the
Egyptians and out of the hand of all who
oppressed you, and drove them out from
beforeyou, andgaveyou their land. 10 I said
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to you, “I am the LORD your God. You shall
not fear the gods of the Amorites, in whose
land you dwell.” But you have not listened
to my voice.’ ”

11 The LORD’s angel came and sat under
theoakwhichwas inOphrah, that belonged
to Joash the Abiezrite. His son Gideon was
beating out wheat in the wine press, to
hide it from the Midianites. 12 The LORD’s
angel appeared to him, and said to him,
“The LORD is with you, you mighty man of
valor!”

13 Gideon said to him, “Oh, my lord, if
the LORD is with us, why then has all this
happened to us? Where are all his won-
drous works which our fathers told us of,
saying, ‘Didn’t the LORD bring us up from
Egypt?’ But now the LORD has cast us off,
and delivered us into the hand of Midian.”

14 The LORD looked at him, and said, “Go
in this your might, and save Israel from the
hand of Midian. Haven’t I sent you?”

15 He said to him, “O Lord,* how shall
I save Israel? Behold, my family is the
poorest in Manasseh, and I am the least in
my father’s house.”

16The LORD said to him, “Surely I will be
with you, and you shall strike the Midian-
ites as oneman.”

17 He said to him, “If now I have found
favor inyour sight, then showmeasign that
it is youwho talkwithme. 18Please don’t go
away until I come to you, and bring out my
present, and lay it before you.”
He said, “I will wait until you come back.”
19 Gideon went in and prepared a young

goat and unleavened cakes of an ephah† of
meal. Heput themeat inabasket andheput
the broth in a pot, and brought it out to him
under the oak, and presented it.

20 The angel of God said to him, “Take
themeat and the unleavened cakes, and lay
them on this rock, and pour out the broth.”
He did so. 21 Then the LORD’s angel

stretched out the end of the staff that was
in his hand, and touched the meat and the
unleavened cakes; and fire went up out of
the rock and consumed the meat and the
unleavened cakes. Then the LORD’s angel
departed out of his sight.

22 Gideon saw that he was the LORD’s
angel; and Gideon said, “Alas, Lord GOD!
Because I have seen the LORD’s angel face
to face!”

23TheLORD said to him, “Peace be to you!
Don’t be afraid. You shall not die.”

24 Then Gideon built an altar there to the
LORD,andcalled it “TheLORD isPeace.”‡ To
this day it is still inOphrahof theAbiezrites.

25That same night, the LORD said to him,
“Take your father’s bull, even the second
bull seven years old, and throw down the
altar of Baal that your father has, and cut
down theAsherah that is by it. 26Thenbuild
an altar to the LORD your God on the top of
this stronghold, in an orderly way, and take
the second bull, and offer a burnt offering
with the wood of the Asherah which you
shall cut down.”

27 Then Gideon took ten men of his ser-
vants, and did as the LORD had spoken to
him. Because he feared his father’s house-
hold and the men of the city, he could not
do it by day, but he did it by night.

28 When the men of the city arose early
in the morning, behold, the altar of Baal
was broken down, and the Asherahwas cut
downthatwasby it, and the secondbullwas
offered on the altar that was built. 29 They
said to one another, “Who has done this
thing?”
When they inquired and asked, they said,

“Gideon the son of Joash has done this
thing.”

30 Then the men of the city said to Joash,
“Bring out your son, that he may die, be-
cause he has broken down the altar of Baal,
and because he has cut down the Asherah
thatwas by it.” 31 Joash said to all who stood
against him, “Will you contend for Baal? Or
will you save him? Hewhowill contend for
him, let him be put to death by morning!
If he is a god, let him contend for himself,
because someone has broken down his al-
tar!” 32 Therefore on that day he named
him Jerub-Baal,§ saying, “Let Baal contend
against him, because he has broken down
his altar.”

33 Then all the Midianites and the
Amalekites and the children of the east
assembled themselves together; and they
passed over, and encamped in the valley
of Jezreel. 34But the LORD’s Spirit came on
Gideon, andheblewa trumpet; andAbiezer
was gathered together to follow him. 35He
sent messengers throughout all Manasseh,
and they also were gathered together to
follow him. He sent messengers to Asher,
to Zebulun, and to Naphtali; and they came
up tomeet them.

36 Gideon said to God, “If you will save
Israel by my hand, as you have spoken,
37 behold, I will put a fleece of wool on the
threshing floor. If there is dew on the fleece
only, and it is dry on all the ground, then I’ll
know that you will save Israel by my hand,
as you have spoken.”

* 6:15 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” † 6:19 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel ‡ 6:24

or, Shalom § 6:32 “Jerub-Baal” means “Let Baal contend”.
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38 It was so; for he rose up early on the
next day, and pressed the fleece together,
andwrung the dew out of the fleece, a bowl
full of water.

39 Gideon said to God, “Don’t let your
anger be kindled against me, and I will
speak but this once. Please let me make a
trial just this once with the fleece. Let it
nowbe dry only on the fleece, and on all the
ground let there be dew.”

40God did so that night; for it was dry on
thefleece only, and therewas dewonall the
ground.

7
1 Then Jerubbaal, who is Gideon, and all

the people who were with him, rose up
early and encamped beside the spring of
Harod. Midian’s camp was on the north
side of them, by the hill ofMoreh, in the val-
ley. 2The LORD said to Gideon, “The people
who are with you are too many for me to
give the Midianites into their hand, lest Is-
rael brag against me, saying, ‘My own hand
has savedme.’ 3Now therefore proclaim in
the ears of the people, saying, ‘Whoever is
fearful and trembling, let him return and
depart fromMountGilead.’ ” So twenty-two
thousand of the people returned, and ten
thousand remained.

4TheLORDsaid toGideon, “There are still
too many people. Bring them down to the
water, and I will test them for you there. It
shall be, that those whom I tell you, ‘This
shall go with you,’ shall go with you; and
whoever I tell you, ‘This shall not go with
you,’ shall not go.” 5 So he brought down
the people to the water; and the LORD said
to Gideon, “Everyone who laps of the water
with his tongue, like a dog laps, you shall
set him by himself; likewise everyone who
bows down on his knees to drink.” 6 The
number of those who lapped, putting their
hand to their mouth, was three hundred
men; but all the rest of the people bowed
down on their knees to drink water. 7 The
LORD said to Gideon, “I will save you by
the three hundred men who lapped, and
deliver the Midianites into your hand. Let
all the other people go, each to his own
place.”

8 So the people took food in their hand,
and their trumpets; and he sent all the rest
of the men of Israel to their own tents, but
retained the three hundred men; and the
campofMidianwas beneath him in the val-
ley. 9That samenight, the LORD said to him,
“Arise, go down into the camp, for I have
delivered it into your hand. 10 But if you
are afraid to go down, go with Purah your
servant down to the camp. 11 You will hear
what they say; and afterward your hands

will be strengthened to go down into the
camp.” Then went he down with Purah his
servant to the outermost part of the armed
menwhowere in the camp.

12TheMidianites and the Amalekites and
all the children of the east lay along in the
valley like locusts for multitude; and their
camels were without number, as the sand
which is on the seashore for multitude.

13When Gideon had come, behold, there
was a man telling a dream to his fellow.
He said, “Behold, I dreamed a dream; and
behold, a cake of barley bread tumbled into
the camp of Midian, came to the tent, and
struck it so that it fell, and turned it upside
down, so that the tent lay flat.”

14 His fellow answered, “This is nothing
other than the sword of Gideon the son of
Joash, a man of Israel. God has delivered
Midian into his hand, with all the army.”

15 Itwas so,whenGideonheard the telling
of the dream and its interpretation, that
he worshiped. Then he returned into the
campof Israelandsaid, “Arise, for theLORD
has delivered the army of Midian into your
hand!”

16He divided the three hundredmen into
three companies, and he put into the hands
of all of them trumpets and empty pitchers,
with torches within the pitchers.

17Hesaid to them, “Watchme, anddo like-
wise. Behold, when I come to the outermost
part of the camp, it shall be that, as I do, so
you shall do. 18When I blow the trumpet,
I and all who are with me, then blow the
trumpets also on every side of all the camp,
and shout, ‘For the LORD and for Gideon!’ ”

19 So Gideon and the hundred men who
were with him came to the outermost part
of the camp in the beginning of the mid-
dle watch, when they had but newly set
the watch. Then they blew the trumpets
and broke in pieces the pitchers that were
in their hands. 20 The three companies
blew the trumpets, broke the pitchers, and
held the torches in their left hands and the
trumpets in their right handswithwhich to
blow; and they shouted, “The sword of the
LORD and of Gideon!” 21 They each stood
in his place around the camp, and all the
army ran; and they shouted, and put them
to flight. 22 They blew the three hundred
trumpets, and the LORD set every man’s
sword against his fellow and against all the
army; and the army fled as far as Beth Shit-
tah toward Zererah, as far as the border of
AbelMeholah, by Tabbath. 23Themen of Is-
raelweregathered togetheroutofNaphtali,
out of Asher, and out of all Manasseh, and
pursuedMidian. 24Gideon sentmessengers
throughout all the hill country of Ephraim,
saying, “Come down against Midian and
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take the waters before them as far as Beth
Barah, even the Jordan!” So all the men of
Ephraim were gathered together and took
the waters as far as Beth Barah, even the
Jordan. 25 They took the two princes of
Midian, Oreb and Zeeb. They killed Oreb at
Oreb’s rock, and Zeeb they killed at Zeeb’s
wine press, as they pursued Midian. Then
they brought the heads of Oreb and Zeeb to
Gideon beyond the Jordan.

8
1 The men of Ephraim said to him, “Why

have you treatedus thisway, that youdidn’t
call us when you went to fight with Mid-
ian?” They rebuked him sharply. 2 He
said to them, “What have I now done in
comparison with you? Isn’t the gleaning
of the grapes of Ephraim better than the
vintage of Abiezer? 3Godhas delivered into
your hand the princes of Midian, Oreb and
Zeeb! What was I able to do in comparison
with you?” Then their anger was abated
toward himwhen he had said that.

4 Gideon came to the Jordan and passed
over, he and the three hundred men who
werewithhim, faint, yet pursuing. 5Hesaid
to themenof Succoth, “Please give loaves of
bread to the peoplewho followme; for they
are faint, and IampursuingafterZebahand
Zalmunna, the kings of Midian.”

6 The princes of Succoth said, “Are the
hands of Zebah and Zalmunna now in your
hand, that we should give bread to your
army?”

7Gideon said, “Thereforewhen the LORD
has delivered Zebah and Zalmunna intomy
hand, then I will tear your flesh with the
thorns of the wilderness and with briers.”

8He went up there to Penuel, and spoke
to them in the same way; and the men of
Penuel answeredhimas themenof Succoth
had answered. 9He spoke also to the men
of Penuel, saying, “When I come again in
peace, I will break down this tower.”

10 Now Zebah and Zalmunna were in
Karkor, and their armies with them, about
fifteen thousand men, all who were left of
all the army of the children of the east;
for there fell one hundred twenty thousand
men who drew sword. 11 Gideon went up
by the way of those who lived in tents on
the east of Nobah and Jogbehah, and struck
the army; for the army felt secure. 12Zebah
and Zalmunna fled and he pursued them.
He took the two kings of Midian, Zebah
and Zalmunna, and confused all the army.
13 Gideon the son of Joash returned from
the battle from the ascent of Heres. 14 He
caught a young man of the men of Succoth,

and inquired of him; and he described for
him the princes of Succoth, and its elders,
seventy-seven men. 15He came to the men
of Succoth, and said, “See Zebah and Zal-
munna, concerningwhom you tauntedme,
saying, ‘Are the hands of Zebah and Zal-
munna now in your hand, that we should
give bread to your men who are weary?’ ”
16He took the elders of the city, and thorns
of thewilderness andbriers, andwith them
he taught the men of Succoth. 17He broke
down the tower of Penuel, and killed the
men of the city.

18 Then he said to Zebah and Zalmunna,
“What kind of men were they whom you
killed at Tabor?”
They answered, “They were like you.

They all resembled the children of a king.”
19 He said, “They were my brothers, the

sons ofmymother. As the LORD lives, if you
had saved them alive, I would not kill you.”

20He said to Jether his firstborn, “Get up
and kill them!” But the youth didn’t draw
his sword; for he was afraid, because he
was yet a youth.

21 Then Zebah and Zalmunna said, “You
rise and fall on us; for as theman is, so is his
strength.” Gideon arose, and killed Zebah
and Zalmunna, and took the crescents that
were on their camels’ necks.

22 Then the men of Israel said to Gideon,
“Rule over us, both you, your son, and your
son’s son also; for you have saved us out of
the hand of Midian.”

23 Gideon said to them, “I will not rule
over you, neither shall my son rule over
you. The LORD shall rule over you.”
24Gideon said to them, “I do have a request:
that youwould each giveme the earrings of
his plunder.” (For they had golden earrings,
because they were Ishmaelites.)

25They answered, “Wewill willingly give
them.” They spread a garment, and every
man threw the earrings of his plunder into
it. 26The weight of the golden earrings that
he requested was one thousand and seven
hundred shekels* of gold, in addition to the
crescents, and the pendants, and the purple
clothing that was on the kings of Midian,
and in addition to the chains that were
about their camels’ necks. 27 Gideon made
an ephod out of it, and put it in Ophrah,
his city. Then all Israel played the prosti-
tute with it there; and it became a snare to
Gideon and to his house. 28 So Midian was
subdued before the children of Israel, and
they liftedup their headsnomore. The land
had rest forty years in the days of Gideon.

* 8:26 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.32 Troy ounces, so 1700 shekels is about 17 kilograms or 37.4 pounds.
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29 Jerubbaal the son of Joash went and
lived in his own house. 30 Gideon had sev-
enty sons conceived from his body, for he
hadmanywives. 31His concubinewhowas
in Shechem also bore him a son, and he
named himAbimelech. 32Gideon the son of
Joashdied in a goodold age, andwasburied
in the tomb of Joash his father, in Ophrah of
the Abiezrites.

33 As soon as Gideon was dead, the chil-
dren of Israel turned again and played the
prostitute following the Baals, and made
Baal Berith their god. 34 The children of
Israel didn’t remember the LORD their God,
who had delivered them out of the hand of
all their enemies on every side; 35 neither
did they show kindness to the house of
Jerubbaal, that is, Gideon, according to all
the goodness which he had shown to Israel.

9
1 Abimelech the son of Jerubbaal went

to Shechem to his mother’s brothers, and
spoke with them and with all the family
of the house of his mother’s father, saying,
2 “Please speak in the ears of all the men
of Shechem, ‘Is it better for you that all the
sons of Jerubbaal,whoare seventy persons,
rule over you, or that one rule over you?’
Remember also that I am your bone and
your flesh.”

3 His mother’s brothers spoke of him in
the ears of all the men of Shechem all
these words. Their hearts inclined to fol-
low Abimelech; for they said, “He is our
brother.” 4They gave him seventy pieces of
silver out of the house of Baal Berith, with
which Abimelech hired vain and reckless
fellows who followed him. 5 He went to
his father’s house at Ophrah, and killed
his brothers the sons of Jerubbaal, being
seventy persons, on one stone; but Jotham
the youngest son of Jerubbaal was left, for
he hid himself. 6 All the men of Shechem
assembled themselves together with all the
house of Millo, and went and made Abim-
elechkingby theoakof thepillar thatwas in
Shechem. 7When they told it to Jotham, he
went and stoodon the topofMountGerizim
and lifted uphis voice, cried out, and said to
them, “Listen to me, you men of Shechem,
that God may listen to you. 8 The trees set
out to anoint a king over themselves. They
said to the olive tree, ‘Reign over us.’

9 “But the olive tree said to them, ‘Should
I stop producing my oil, with which they
honor God and man by me, and go to wave
back and forth over the trees?’

10“The trees said to thefig tree, ‘Comeand
reign over us.’

11 “But the fig tree said to them, ‘Should I
leavemy sweetness, andmy good fruit, and
go to wave back and forth over the trees?’

12 “The trees said to the vine, ‘Come and
reign over us.’

13 “The vine said to them, ‘Should I leave
my new wine, which cheers God and man,
and go to wave back and forth over the
trees?’

14 “Then all the trees said to the bramble,
‘Come and reign over us.’

15 “The bramble said to the trees, ‘If in
truth you anoint me king over you, then
come and take refuge in my shade; and if
not, let fire come out of the bramble, and
devour the cedars of Lebanon.’

16 “Now therefore, if you have dealt truly
and righteously, in that you have made
Abimelech king, and if you have dealt well
with Jerubbaal and his house, and have
done to him according to the deserving of
his hands 17 (for my father fought for you,
risked his life, and delivered you out of
the hand of Midian; 18 and you have risen
up against my father’s house today and
have slain his sons, seventy persons, on one
stone, and have made Abimelech, the son
of his female servant, king over the men of
Shechem, because he is your brother); 19 if
you then have dealt truly and righteously
with Jerubbaal and with his house today,
then rejoice in Abimelech, and let him also
rejoice in you; 20 but if not, let fire come
out from Abimelech and devour the men
of Shechem and the house of Millo; and
let fire come out from the men of Shechem
and from the house of Millo and devour
Abimelech.”

21 Jotham ran away and fled, and went to
Beer* and lived there, for fear of Abimelech
his brother.

22Abimelechwas prince over Israel three
years. 23 Then God sent an evil spirit be-
tween Abimelech and themen of Shechem;
and the men of Shechem dealt treacher-
ously with Abimelech, 24 that the violence
done to the seventy sons of Jerubbaalmight
come, and that their bloodmight be laid on
Abimelech their brother who killed them,
and on the men of Shechem who strength-
ened his hands to kill his brothers. 25 The
men of Shechem set an ambush for him on
the tops of the mountains, and they robbed
all who came along that way by them; and
Abimelech was told about it.

26 Gaal the son of Ebed came with his
brothers and went over to Shechem; and
the men of Shechem put their trust in him.
27 They went out into the field, harvested
their vineyards, trod thegrapes, celebrated,

* 9:21 “Beer” is Hebrew for “well”, i.e., a village named for its well.



Judges 9:28 201 Judges 10:4

andwent into the house of their god and ate
and drank, and cursed Abimelech. 28 Gaal
the son of Ebed said, “Who is Abimelech,
and who is Shechem, that we should serve
him? Isn’t he the son of Jerubbaal? Isn’t
Zebul his officer? Serve the men of Hamor
the father of Shechem, but why should we
serve him? 29 I wish that this people were
under my hand! Then I would remove
Abimelech.” He said to Abimelech, “In-
crease your army and come out!”

30When Zebul the ruler of the city heard
the words of Gaal the son of Ebed, his
anger burned. 31 He sent messengers to
Abimelech craftily, saying, “Behold, Gaal
the son of Ebed and his brothers have come
to Shechem; and behold, they incite the city
against you. 32 Now therefore, go up by
night, you and the peoplewho arewith you,
and lie in wait in the field. 33 It shall be that
in themorning, as soon as the sun is up, you
shall rise early and rush on the city. Behold,
when he and the people who are with him
come out against you, then may you do to
them as you shall find occasion.”

34 Abimelech rose up, and all the people
who were with him, by night, and they laid
wait against Shechem in four companies.
35Gaal the son of Ebed went out, and stood
in the entrance of the gate of the city. Abim-
elech rose up, and the people who were
with him, from the ambush.

36 When Gaal saw the people, he said to
Zebul, “Behold, people are coming down
from the tops of themountains.”
Zebul said to him, “You see the shadows

of themountains as if they weremen.”
37 Gaal spoke again and said, “Behold,

people are coming down by the middle of
the land, and one company comes by the
way of the oak of Meonenim.”

38Then Zebul said to him, “Nowwhere is
your mouth, that you said, ‘Who is Abim-
elech, that we should serve him?’ Isn’t this
the people that you have despised? Please
go out now and fight with them.”

39 Gaal went out before the men of
Shechem, and fought with Abimelech.
40Abimelechchasedhim, andhefledbefore
him, and many fell wounded, even to the
entrance of the gate. 41 Abimelech lived
at Arumah; and Zebul drove out Gaal
and his brothers, that they should not
dwell in Shechem. 42 On the next day, the
people went out into the field; and they
told Abimelech. 43He took the people and
divided them into three companies, and
laid wait in the field; and he looked, and
behold, the people came out of the city. So,
he rose up against them and struck them.
44Abimelech and the companies that were
with him rushed forward and stood in the

entrance of the gate of the city; and the two
companies rushed on all who were in the
field and struck them. 45Abimelech fought
against the city all that day; and he took
the city and killed the people in it. He beat
down the city and sowed it with salt.

46 When all the men of the tower of
Shechem heard of it, they entered into
the stronghold of the house of Elberith.
47Abimelechwas told that all themenof the
tower of Shechem were gathered together.
48 Abimelech went up to Mount Zalmon,
he and all the people who were with him;
and Abimelech took an ax in his hand, and
cut down a bough from the trees, and took
it up, and laid it on his shoulder. Then
he said to the people who were with him,
“What you have seen me do, make haste,
and do as I have done!” 49 All the people
likewise each cut down his bough, followed
Abimelech, and put them at the base of the
stronghold, and set the stronghold on fire
over them, so thatall thepeopleof the tower
of Shechem died also, about a thousand
men and women. 50 Then Abimelech went
to Thebez and encamped against Thebez,
and took it. 51But there was a strong tower
within the city, and all themen andwomen
of the city fled there, and shut themselves
in, and went up to the roof of the tower.
52Abimelech came to the tower and fought
against it, and came near to the door of
the tower to burn it with fire. 53 A certain
woman cast an upper millstone on Abim-
elech’s head, and broke his skull.

54 Then he called hastily to the young
man, his armor bearer, and said to him,
“Drawyour swordandkillme, thatmennot
say of me, ‘Awoman killed him.’ His young
man thrust him through, and he died.”

55When themen of Israel saw that Abim-
elech was dead, they each departed to his
place. 56 Thus God repaid the wickedness
of Abimelech, which he did to his father
in killing his seventy brothers; 57 and God
repaid all the wickedness of the men of
Shechem on their heads; and the curse of
Jotham the son of Jerubbaal came on them.

10
1 After Abimelech, Tola the son of Puah,

the son of Dodo, a man of Issachar, arose
to save Israel. He lived in Shamir in the
hill country of Ephraim. 2 He judged Is-
rael twenty-three years, and died, and was
buried in Shamir.

3 After him Jair, the Gileadite, arose. He
judged Israel twenty-two years. 4 He had
thirty sonswho rode on thirty donkey colts.
They had thirty cities, which are called
Havvoth Jair to this day, which are in the
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land of Gilead. 5 Jair died, and was buried
in Kamon.

6 The children of Israel again did that
which was evil in the LORD’s sight, and
served the Baals, the Ashtaroth, the gods of
Syria, the gods of Sidon, the gods of Moab,
the gods of the children of Ammon, and the
gods of the Philistines. They abandoned the
LORD, and didn’t serve him. 7 The LORD’s
anger burned against Israel, and he sold
them into the hand of the Philistines and
into the hand of the children of Ammon.
8They troubled and oppressed the children
of Israel that year. For eighteen years they
oppressed all the children of Israel that
were beyond the Jordan in the land of the
Amorites, which is in Gilead. 9The children
of Ammon passed over the Jordan to fight
also against Judah, and against Benjamin,
and against the house of Ephraim, so that
Israel was very distressed. 10 The children
of Israel cried to the LORD, saying, “We
have sinned against you, even because we
have forsakenourGod, andhave served the
Baals.”

11The LORD said to the children of Israel,
“Didn’t I save you from the Egyptians, and
from the Amorites, from the children of
Ammon, and from the Philistines? 12 The
Sidonians also, and the Amalekites, and the
Maonites, oppressed you; and you cried to
me, and I saved you out of their hand. 13Yet
you have forsaken me and served other
gods. Therefore I will save you no more.
14 Go and cry to the gods which you have
chosen. Let them save you in the time of
your distress!”

15The children of Israel said to the LORD,
“We have sinned! Do to us whatever seems
good to you; only deliver us, please, today.”
16 They put away the foreign gods from
among them and served the LORD; and his
soul was grieved for themisery of Israel.

17 Then the children of Ammon were
gathered together and encamped in Gilead.
The children of Israel assembled them-
selves together and encamped in Mizpah.
18 The people, the princes of Gilead, said to
one another, “Who is the man who will be-
gin to fight against the children of Ammon?
He shall be head over all the inhabitants of
Gilead.”

11
1 Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a

mighty man of valor. He was the son of
a prostitute. Gilead became the father of
Jephthah. 2 Gilead’s wife bore him sons.
When his wife’s sons grew up, they drove
Jephthah out and said to him, “You will not
inherit in our father’s house, for you are the
son of another woman.” 3 Then Jephthah

fled from his brothers and lived in the land
of Tob. Outlaws joined up with Jephthah,
and they went out with him.

4 After a while, the children of Ammon
made war against Israel. 5 When the chil-
dren of Ammon made war against Israel,
theeldersofGileadwent toget Jephthahout
of the land of Tob. 6 They said to Jephthah,
“Come and be our chief, that we may fight
with the children of Ammon.”

7 Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead,
“Didn’t youhateme, anddrivemeout ofmy
father’s house? Why have you come to me
nowwhen you are in distress?”

8 The elders of Gilead said to Jephthah,
“Therefore we have turned again to you
now, that youmay gowith us and fightwith
the children of Ammon. You will be our
head over all the inhabitants of Gilead.”

9 Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead, “If
you bring me home again to fight with the
children of Ammon, and the LORD delivers
them before me, will I be your head?”

10 The elders of Gilead said to Jephthah,
“The LORD will be witness between us.
Surely we will do what you say.”

11 Then Jephthah went with the elders of
Gilead, and the people made him head and
chief over them. Jephthah spoke all his
words before the LORD inMizpah.

12 Jephthah sentmessengers to thekingof
the children of Ammon, saying, “What do
youhave to dowithme, that you have come
tome to fight against my land?”

13 The king of the children of Ammon
answered themessengers of Jephthah, “Be-
cause Israel took away my land when he
came up out of Egypt, from the Arnon even
to the Jabbok, and to the Jordan. Now there-
fore restore that territory again peaceably.”

14 Jephthah sent messengers again to the
king of the children of Ammon; 15 and he
said to him, “Jephthah says: Israel didn’t
take away the land of Moab, nor the land
of the children of Ammon; 16 but when
they came up from Egypt, and Israel went
through the wilderness to the Red Sea, and
came to Kadesh, 17 then Israel sent messen-
gers to the king of Edom, saying, ‘Please let
me pass through your land;’ but the king
of Edom didn’t listen. In the same way, he
sent to the king of Moab, but he refused; so
Israel stayed in Kadesh. 18 Then they went
through the wilderness, and went around
the land of Edom, and the land of Moab,
and came by the east side of the land of
Moab, and they encamped on the other
side of the Arnon; but they didn’t come
within the border of Moab, for the Arnon
was the border of Moab. 19 Israel sent mes-
sengers to Sihon king of the Amorites, the
king of Heshbon; and Israel said to him,
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‘Please let us pass through your land to my
place.’ 20But Sihondidn’t trust Israel to pass
through his border; but Sihon gathered all
his people together, and encamped in Ja-
haz, and fought against Israel. 21The LORD,
the God of Israel, delivered Sihon and all
his people into the hand of Israel, and they
struck them. So Israel possessed all the
land of theAmorites, the inhabitants of that
country. 22 They possessed all the border
of the Amorites, from the Arnon even to
the Jabbok, and from the wilderness even
to the Jordan. 23 So now the LORD, the
Godof Israel, hasdispossessed theAmorites
from before his people Israel, and should
you possess them? 24 Won’t you possess
that which Chemosh your god gives you to
possess? So whoever the LORD our God
has dispossessed from before us, them will
we possess. 25Now are you anything better
than Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab?
Did he ever strive against Israel, or did he
ever fight against them? 26 Israel lived in
Heshbon and its towns, and in Aroer and
its towns, and in all the cities that are along
the side of the Arnon for three hundred
years! Why didn’t you recover themwithin
that time? 27 Therefore I have not sinned
against you, but you do me wrong to war
against me. May the LORD the Judge be
judge today between the children of Israel
and the children of Ammon.”

28 However, the king of the children of
Ammon didn’t listen to the words of Jeph-
thahwhich he sent him. 29Then the LORD’s
Spirit came on Jephthah, and he passed
overGilead andManasseh, andpassedover
Mizpah of Gilead, and from Mizpah of
Gilead he passed over to the children of
Ammon.

30 Jephthah vowed a vow to the LORD,
and said, “If you will indeed deliver the
children of Ammon into my hand, 31 then
it shall be, that whatever comes out of the
doorsofmyhouse tomeetmewhen I return
in peace from the children of Ammon, it
shall be the LORD’s, and I will offer it up for
a burnt offering.”

32 So Jephthah passed over to the chil-
dren of Ammon to fight against them; and
the LORD delivered them into his hand.
33 He struck them from Aroer until you
come to Minnith, even twenty cities, and to
Abelcheramim, with a very great slaughter.
So the children of Ammon were subdued
before the children of Israel.

34 Jephthah came to Mizpah to his house;
and behold, his daughter came out to meet
him with tambourines and with dances.
She was his only child. Besides her he had
neither son nor daughter. 35When he saw
her, he tore his clothes, and said, “Alas, my

daughter! You have brought me very low,
and you are one of those who trouble me;
for I have opened my mouth to the LORD,
and I can’t go back.”

36 She said to him, “My father, you have
opened your mouth to the LORD; do to me
according to that which has proceeded out
of yourmouth, because the LORDhas taken
vengeance for you on your enemies, even
on the children of Ammon.” 37 Then she
said to her father, “Let this thing be done for
me. Leaveme alone twomonths, that Imay
depart and go down on the mountains, and
bewailmy virginity, I andmy companions.”

38 He said, “Go.” He sent her away for
twomonths; and she departed, she and her
companions, andmourned her virginity on
themountains. 39At the end of twomonths,
she returned toher father,whodidwithher
according to his vow which he had vowed.
She was a virgin. It became a custom in
Israel 40 that the daughters of Israel went
yearly to celebrate the daughter of Jeph-
thah the Gileadite four days in a year.

12
1 The men of Ephraim were gathered to-

gether, and passed northward; and they
said to Jephthah, “Why did you pass over
to fight against the children of Ammon, and
didn’t call us to go with you? We will burn
your house around youwith fire!”

2 Jephthah said to them, “I andmy people
were at great strife with the children of
Ammon; and when I called you, you didn’t
save me out of their hand. 3 When I saw
that you didn’t save me, I put my life in my
hand, and passed over against the children
of Ammon, and the LORD delivered them
into my hand. Why then have you come up
tome today, to fight against me?”

4Then Jephthah gathered together all the
men of Gilead, and fought with Ephraim.
Themen of Gilead struck Ephraim, because
they said, “You are fugitives of Ephraim,
you Gileadites, in the middle of Ephraim,
and in the middle of Manasseh.” 5 The
Gileadites took the fords of the Jordan
against the Ephraimites. Whenever a fugi-
tive of Ephraim said, “Let me go over,” the
men of Gilead said to him, “Are you an
Ephraimite?” If he said, “No;” 6 then they
said to him, “Now say ‘Shibboleth;’ ” and
he said “Sibboleth”; for he couldn’t manage
to pronounce it correctly, then they seized
him and killed him at the fords of the Jor-
dan. At that time, forty-two thousand of
Ephraim fell.

7 Jephthah judged Israel six years. Then
Jephthah theGileadite died, andwasburied
in the cities of Gilead.
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8 After him Ibzan of Bethlehem judged
Israel. 9 He had thirty sons. He sent his
thirty daughters outside his clan, and he
brought in thirty daughters from outside
his clan for his sons. He judged Israel seven
years. 10 Ibzan died, and was buried at
Bethlehem.

11 After him, Elon the Zebulunite judged
Israel; and he judged Israel ten years.
12Elon the Zebulunite died, andwas buried
in Aijalon in the land of Zebulun.

13 After him, Abdon the son of Hillel the
Pirathonite judged Israel. 14 He had forty
sons and thirty sons’ sons who rode on sev-
enty donkey colts. He judged Israel eight
years. 15 Abdon the son of Hillel the Pi-
rathonite died, and was buried in Pirathon
in the land of Ephraim, in the hill country of
the Amalekites.

13
1 The children of Israel again did that

which was evil in the LORD’s sight; and the
LORD delivered them into the hand of the
Philistines forty years.

2 There was a certain man of Zorah, of
the family of the Danites, whose name was
Manoah; and his wife was barren, and
childless. 3 The LORD’s angel appeared
to the woman, and said to her, “See now,
you are barren and childless; but you shall
conceive and bear a son. 4 Now there-
fore please beware and drink no wine nor
strong drink, and don’t eat any unclean
thing; 5 for, behold, you shall conceive and
give birth to a son. No razor shall come on
his head, for the child shall be a Nazirite to
God from the womb. He shall begin to save
Israel out of the hand of the Philistines.”

6 Then the woman came and told her
husband, saying, “A man of God came to
me, and his face was like the face of the
angel of God, very awesome. I didn’t ask
him where he was from, neither did he tell
me his name; 7 but he said to me, ‘Behold,
you shall conceive and bear a son; and now
drink no wine nor strong drink. Don’t eat
any unclean thing, for the child shall be a
Nazirite to God from the womb to the day
of his death.’ ”

8 Then Manoah entreated the LORD, and
said, “Oh, Lord, please let the man of God
whom you sent come again to us, and teach
uswhat we should do to the child who shall
be born.”

9God listened to the voice ofManoah, and
the angel of God came again to the woman
as she sat in the field; but Manoah, her
husband, wasn’t with her. 10 The woman
hurried and ran, and told her husband,

saying to him, “Behold, the man who came
tome that day has appeared to me.”

11 Manoah arose and followed his wife,
and came to the man, and said to him, “Are
you themanwho spoke to mywife?”
He said, “I am.”
12Manoah said, “Now let yourwords hap-

pen. What shall the child’s way of life and
mission be?”

13 The LORD’s angel said to Manoah, “Of
all that I said to the woman let her beware.
14 She may not eat of anything that comes
of the vine, neither let her drink wine or
strong drink, nor eat any unclean thing. Let
her observe all that I commanded her.”

15 Manoah said to the LORD’s angel,
“Please stay with us, that we may make a
young goat ready for you.”

16 The LORD’s angel said to Manoah,
“Though you detain me, I won’t eat your
bread. If you will prepare a burnt offering,
youmust offer it to the LORD.” For Manoah
didn’t know that he was the LORD’s angel.

17 Manoah said to the LORD’s angel,
“What is your name, that when your words
happen, wemay honor you?”

18The LORD’s angel said to him, “Why do
you ask about my name, since it is incom-
prehensible*?”

19 So Manoah took the young goat with
themeal offering, and offered it on the rock
to the LORD. Then the angel did an amaz-
ing thing as Manoah and his wife watched.
20 For when the flame went up toward the
sky from off the altar, the LORD’s angel
ascended in the flame of the altar. Manoah
and his wife watched; and they fell on their
faces to the ground. 21But the LORD’s angel
didn’t appear to Manoah or to his wife any
more. Then Manoah knew that he was the
LORD’s angel. 22 Manoah said to his wife,
“We shall surely die, because we have seen
God.”

23 But his wife said to him, “If the LORD
were pleased to kill us, hewouldn’t have re-
ceived a burnt offering and a meal offering
at our hand, and he wouldn’t have shown
us all these things, nor would he have told
us such things as these at this time.” 24 The
womanbore a son andnamedhimSamson.
The child grew, and the LORD blessed him.
25 The LORD’s Spirit began to move him in
Mahaneh Dan, between Zorah and Eshtaol.

14
1 Samsonwent down to Timnah, and saw

a woman in Timnah of the daughters of
the Philistines. 2He came up, and told his
father and his mother, saying, “I have seen
a woman in Timnah of the daughters of the

* 13:18 or, wonderful
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Philistines. Now therefore get her forme as
mywife.”

3 Then his father and his mother said
to him, “Isn’t there a woman among your
brothers’ daughters, or among all my peo-
ple, that you go to take a wife of the uncir-
cumcised Philistines?”
Samson said to his father, “Get her forme,

for she pleases mewell.”
4 But his father and his mother didn’t

know that it was of the LORD; for he sought
an occasion against the Philistines. Now at
that time the Philistines ruled over Israel.

5 Then Samson went down to Timnah
with his father and his mother, and came
to the vineyards of Timnah; and behold,
a young lion roared at him. 6 The LORD’s
Spirit came mightily on him, and he tore
him as he would have torn a young goat
with his bare hands, but he didn’t tell his
father or hismotherwhat he haddone. 7He
wentdownand talkedwith thewoman, and
she pleased Samson well. 8 After a while
he returned to take her, and he went over
to see the carcass of the lion; and behold,
therewasa swarmofbees in thebodyof the
lion, and honey. 9He took it into his hands,
and went on, eating as he went. He came
to his father and mother and gave to them,
and they ate, but he didn’t tell them that he
had taken the honey out of the lion’s body.
10His father went down to the woman; and
Samson made a feast there, for the young
men used to do so. 11When they saw him,
they brought thirty companions to be with
him.

12 Samson said to them, “Let me tell you
a riddle now. If you can tell me the an-
swerwithin the seven days of the feast, and
find it out, then I will give you thirty linen
garments and thirty changes of clothing;
13 but if you can’t tell me the answer, then
you shall giveme thirty linen garments and
thirty changes of clothing.”
They said to him, “Tell us your riddle, that

wemay hear it.”
14He said to them,

“Out of the eater came out food.
Out of the strong came out sweetness.”

They couldn’t in three days declare the
riddle. 15 On the seventh day, they said to
Samson’s wife, “Entice your husband, that
hemaydeclare tous the riddle, lestweburn
you and your father’s housewith fire. Have
you called us to impoverish us? Isn’t that
so?”

16 Samson’s wife wept before him, and
said, “You just hate me, and don’t love me.
You’ve told a riddle to the children of my
people, and haven’t told it to me.”

He said to her, “Behold, I haven’t told my
father or my mother, so why should I tell
you?”

17 She wept before him the seven days,
while their feast lasted; and on the seventh
day, he told her, because she pressed him
severely; and she told the riddle to the
children of her people. 18 The men of the
city said to him on the seventh day before
the sun went down, “What is sweeter than
honey? What is stronger than a lion?”
He said to them,

“If you hadn’t plowedwithmy heifer,
you wouldn’t have found out my rid-
dle.”

19 The LORD’s Spirit came mightily on
him, and he went down to Ashkelon and
struck thirty men of them. He took their
plunder, then gave the changes of cloth-
ing to those who declared the riddle. His
angerburned, andhewentup tohis father’s
house. 20But Samson’swifewas given tohis
companion, who had been his friend.

15
1 But after a while, in the time of wheat

harvest, Samson visited his wife with a
younggoat. He said, “Iwill go in tomywife’s
room.”
But her father wouldn’t allow him to go

in. 2 Her father said, “I most certainly
thought that you utterly hated her; there-
fore I gave her to your companion. Isn’t
her younger sistermorebeautiful than she?
Please, take her instead.”

3 Samson said to them, “This time I will
be blameless in the case of the Philistines
when I harm them.” 4 Samson went
and caught three hundred foxes, and took
torches, and turned tail to tail, and put a
torch in themiddle betweenevery two tails.
5 When he had set the torches on fire, he
let them go into the standing grain of the
Philistines, and burned up both the shocks
and the standing grain, and also the olive
groves.

6Then thePhilistines said, “Whohasdone
this?”
They said, “Samson, the son-in-law of

the Timnite, because he has taken his wife
and given her to his companion.” The
Philistines came up, and burned her and
her father with fire.

7 Samson said to them, “If you behave
like this, surely I will take revenge on you,
and after that I will cease.” 8 He struck
them hip and thigh with a great slaughter;
and he went down and lived in the cave in
Etam’s rock. 9Then the Philistines went up,
encamped in Judah, and spread themselves
in Lehi.
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10The men of Judah said, “Why have you
come up against us?”
They said, “We have come up to bind

Samson, to do to him as he has done to us.”
11 Then three thousand men of Judah

went down to the cave in Etam’s rock, and
said to Samson, “Don’t you know that the
Philistines are rulers over us? What then is
this that you have done to us?”
He said to them, “As they did to me, so I

have done to them.”
12They said to him, “Wehave come down

to bind you, that we may deliver you into
the hand of the Philistines.”
Samson said to them, “Swear to me that

you will not attackme yourselves.”
13 They spoke to him, saying, “No, but we

will bind you securely and deliver you into
their hands; but surelywewill not kill you.”
They bound him with two new ropes, and
brought him up from the rock.

14When he came to Lehi, the Philistines
shouted as they met him. Then the LORD’s
Spirit came mightily on him, and the ropes
that were on his arms became as flax
that was burned with fire; and his bands
dropped from off his hands. 15He found a
fresh jawboneof adonkey, put outhis hand,
took it, and struck a thousand men with
it. 16 Samson said, “With the jawbone of a
donkey, heaps on heaps; with the jawbone
of a donkey I have struck a thousandmen.”
17Whenhehadfinished speaking, he threw
the jawbone out of his hand; and that place
was called Ramath Lehi.*

18He was very thirsty, and called on the
LORD and said, “You have given this great
deliverance by the hand of your servant;
andnowshall I die of thirst, and fall into the
hands of the uncircumcised?”

19 But God split the hollow place that is
in Lehi, and water came out of it. When
he had drunk, his spirit came again, and he
revived. Therefore its name was called En
Hakkore, which is in Lehi, to this day. 20He
judged Israel twenty years in thedays of the
Philistines.

16
1 Samson went to Gaza, and saw there a

prostitute, and went in to her. 2The Gazites
were told, “Samson is here!” They sur-
rounded him and laidwait for him all night
in the gate of the city, and were quiet all
the night, saying, “Wait until morning light;
then we will kill him.” 3 Samson lay until
midnight, then arose at midnight and took
hold of the doors of the gate of the city, with
the two posts, and plucked them up, bar
and all, and put them on his shoulders and

carried them up to the top of the mountain
that is before Hebron.

4 It came to pass afterward that he loved a
woman in the valley of Sorek, whose name
was Delilah. 5 The lords of the Philistines
came up to her and said to her, “Entice him,
and see inwhich his great strength lies, and
bywhatmeanswemayprevail against him,
that wemay bind him to afflict him; andwe
will each give you eleven hundred pieces of
silver.”

6 Delilah said to Samson, “Please tell me
where your great strength lies, and what
youmight be bound to afflict you.”

7Samson said toher, “If theybindmewith
seven green cords that were never dried,
then shall I becomeweak, andbeasanother
man.”

8Then the lords of the Philistines brought
up to her seven green cords which had not
been dried, and she bound him with them.
9Now she had an ambushwaiting in the in-
ner room. She said to him, “The Philistines
are on you, Samson!” He broke the cords as
a flax thread is broken when it touches the
fire. So his strength was not known.

10 Delilah said to Samson, “Behold, you
have mocked me, and told me lies. Now
please tell me how youmight be bound.”

11 He said to her, “If they only bind me
with new ropes with which no work has
been done, then shall I become weak, and
be as another man.”

12 So Delilah took new ropes and bound
him with them, then said to him, “The
Philistines are on you, Samson!” The am-
bush was waiting in the inner room. He
broke them off his arms like a thread.

13Delilah said to Samson, “Until now, you
have mocked me and told me lies. Tell me
with what youmight be bound.”
He said to her, “If you weave the seven

locks of my head with the fabric on the
loom.”

14She fastened it with the pin, and said to
him, “The Philistines are on you, Samson!”
He awakened out of his sleep, and plucked
away the pin of the beam and the fabric.

15 She said to him, “How can you say, ‘I
love you,’ when your heart is not with me?
Youhavemockedme these three times, and
have not toldmewhere your great strength
lies.”

16 When she pressed him daily with her
words andurgedhim, his soulwas troubled
to death. 17He told her all his heart and said
to her, “No razor has ever comeonmyhead;
for I have been a Nazirite to God from my
mother’s womb. If I am shaved, then my

* 15:17 “Ramath” means “hill” and “Lehi” means “jawbone”.
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strength will go fromme and I will become
weak, and be like any other man.”

18When Delilah saw that he had told her
all his heart, she sent and called for the
lords of the Philistines, saying, “Come up
this once, for he has told me all his heart.”
Then the lords of the Philistines came up to
her and brought the money in their hand.
19 She made him sleep on her knees; and
she called for a man and shaved off the
seven locks of his head; and she began to
afflict him, and his strengthwent fromhim.
20 She said, “The Philistines are upon you,
Samson!”
Heawoke out of his sleep, and said, “Iwill

go out as at other times, and shake myself
free.” But hedidn’t know that theLORDhad
departed from him. 21 The Philistines laid
hold on him and put out his eyes; and they
brought him down to Gaza and bound him
with fetters of bronze; and he ground at the
mill in the prison. 22 However, the hair of
his head began to grow again after he was
shaved.

23 The lords of the Philistines gathered
together to offer a great sacrifice to Dagon
their god, and to rejoice; for they said, “Our
god has delivered Samson our enemy into
our hand.” 24 When the people saw him,
they praised their god; for they said, “Our
god has delivered our enemy and the de-
stroyer of our country, who has slain many
of us, into our hand.”

25 When their hearts were merry, they
said, “Call for Samson, that he may en-
tertain us.” They called for Samson out
of the prison; and he performed before
them. They set him between the pillars;
26 and Samson said to the boy who held
him by the hand, “Allow me to feel the
pillars on which the house rests, that I
may lean on them.” 27Now the house was
full of men and women; and all the lords
of the Philistines were there; and there
were on the roof about three thousandmen
and women, who saw while Samson per-
formed. 28 Samson called to the LORD,
and said, “LordGOD, rememberme, please,
and strengthen me, please, only this once,
God, that I may be at once avenged of the
Philistines formy twoeyes.” 29Samson took
hold of the twomiddle pillars on which the
house rested and leaned on them, the one
with his right hand and the other with his
left. 30 Samson said, “Let me die with the
Philistines!” He bowed himself with all his
might; and the house fell on the lords, and
on all the peoplewhowere in it. So the dead
that he killed at his death were more than
those who he killed in his life.

31 Then his brothers and all the house
of his father came down and took him,
and brought him up and buried him be-
tweenZorahandEshtaol in theburial site of
Manoah his father. He judged Israel twenty
years.

17
1 There was a man of the hill country of

Ephraim,whose namewasMicah. 2He said
to his mother, “The eleven hundred pieces
of silver that were taken from you, about
which you uttered a curse, and also spoke
it in my ears—behold, the silver is with me.
I took it.”
Hismother said, “May the LORD blessmy

son!”
3He restored the eleven hundred pieces

of silver to hismother, thenhismother said,
“I most certainly dedicate the silver to the
LORD from my hand for my son, to make
a carved image and a molten image. Now
therefore I will restore it to you.”

4 When he restored the money to his
mother, his mother took two hundred
pieces of silver, and gave them to a silver-
smith, who made a carved image and a
molten image out of it. It was in the house
of Micah.

5 The man Micah had a house of gods,
and hemade an ephod, and teraphim,* and
consecrated one of his sons, who became
his priest. 6 In those days there was no
king in Israel. Everyone did that whichwas
right in his own eyes. 7 There was a young
man out of Bethlehem Judah, of the family
of Judah, who was a Levite; and he lived
there. 8 The man departed out of the city,
out of Bethlehem Judah, to live where he
could find a place, and he came to the hill
country of Ephraim, to the house of Micah,
as he traveled. 9Micah said to him, “Where
did you come from?”
He said to him, “I am a Levite of Bethle-

hem Judah, and I am looking for a place to
live.”

10 Micah said to him, “Dwell with me,
and be to me a father and a priest, and I
will give you ten pieces of silver per year,
a suit of clothing, and your food.” So the
Levite went in. 11 The Levite was content
to dwell with the man; and the young man
was to him as one of his sons. 12 Micah
consecrated the Levite, and the young man
became his priest, and was in the house of
Micah. 13 Then Micah said, “Now I know
that the LORD will do good to me, since I
have a Levite as my priest.”

* 17:5 teraphimwerehousehold idols thatmayhavebeenassociatedwith inheritance rights to thehouseholdproperty.
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18
1 In those days therewas no king in Israel.

In those days the tribe of the Danites sought
an inheritance to dwell in; for to that day,
their inheritance had not fallen to them
among the tribes of Israel. 2The children of
Dan sent fivemen of their family from their
whole number, men of valor, from Zorah
and from Eshtaol, to spy out the land and
to search it. They said to them, “Go, explore
the land!”
They came to the hill country of Ephraim,

to the house of Micah, and lodged there.
3 When they were by the house of Micah,
they knew the voice of the young man the
Levite; so they went over there and said to
him, “Who brought you here? What do you
do in this place? What do you have here?”

4 He said to them, “Thus and thus has
Micah dealt with me, and he has hired me,
and I have become his priest.”

5They said to him, “Please ask counsel of
God, that we may know whether our way
which we go shall be prosperous.”

6 The priest said to them, “Go in peace.
Your way in which you go is before the
LORD.”

7Then the fivemendeparted and came to
Laish and saw the people who were there,
how they lived in safety, in the way of the
Sidonians, quiet and secure; for there was
noone in the landpossessingauthority, that
might put them to shame in anything, and
they were far from the Sidonians, and had
no dealings with anyone else. 8 They came
to their brothers at Zorah and Eshtaol; and
their brothers asked them, “What do you
say?”

9They said, “Arise, and let’s go up against
them; for we have seen the land, and be-
hold, it is very good. Do you stand still?
Don’t be slothful to go and to enter in to
possess the land. 10When you go, you will
come to an unsuspecting people, and the
land is large; for God has given it into your
hand, a place where there is no lack of
anything that is in the earth.”

11 The family of the Danites set out from
Zorah and Eshtaol with six hundred men
armed with weapons of war. 12 They went
up and encamped in Kiriath Jearim in Ju-
dah. Therefore they call that place Ma-
haneh Dan to this day. Behold, it is behind
Kiriath Jearim. 13Theypassed from there to
thehill countryof Ephraim, and came to the
house of Micah.

14Then the five men who went to spy out
the country of Laish answered and said to
their brothers, “Do you know that there is

in these houses an ephod, and teraphim,*
and a carved image, and a molten image?
Now therefore consider what you have to
do.” 15 They went over there and came to
the house of the young Levite man, even to
the house of Micah, and asked him how he
was doing. 16 The six hundred men armed
with their weapons of war, whowere of the
childrenofDan, stoodby theentranceof the
gate. 17 The five men who went to spy out
the land went up, and came in there, and
took the engraved image, the ephod, the
teraphim, and the molten image; and the
priest stood by the entrance of the gatewith
the six hundred men armed with weapons
of war.

18 When these went into Micah’s house,
and took the engraved image, the ephod,
the teraphim, and the molten image, the
priest said to them, “What are you doing?”

19They said to him, “Hold your peace, put
your hand on your mouth, and go with us.
Be a father and a priest to us. Is it better for
you to be priest to the house of one man, or
to bepriest to a tribe anda family in Israel?”

20The priest’s heartwas glad, and he took
the ephod, the teraphim, and the engraved
image, and went with the people. 21 So
they turned and departed, and put the little
ones, the livestock, and the goods before
them. 22When they were a good way from
the house of Micah, the men who were
in the houses near Micah’s house gathered
together and overtook the children of Dan.
23 As they called to the children of Dan,
they turned their faces, and said to Micah,
“What ails you, that you come with such a
company?”

24He said, “You have taken awaymy gods
which Imade, and thepriest, andhavegone
away! What more do I have? How can you
askme, ‘What ails you?’ ”

25The children of Dan said to him, “Don’t
let your voice beheard amongus, lest angry
fellows fall on you, and you lose your life,
with the lives of your household.”

26 The children of Dan went their way;
and when Micah saw that they were too
strong for him, he turned and went back to
his house. 27 They took that which Micah
had made, and the priest whom he had,
and came to Laish, to a people quiet and
unsuspecting, and struck them with the
edge of the sword; then they burned the
city with fire. 28 There was no deliverer,
because it was far from Sidon, and they
had no dealings with anyone else; and it
was in the valley that lies by Beth Rehob.
They built the city and lived in it. 29 They
called the name of the city Dan, after the

* 18:14 teraphim were household idols that may have been associated with inheritance rights to the household
property.
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name of Dan their father, who was born
to Israel; however the name of the city
used to be Laish. 30 The children of Dan
set up for themselves the engraved image;
and Jonathan, the son of Gershom, the son
of Moses, and his sons were priests to the
tribe of the Danites until the day of the
captivity of the land. 31 So they set up for
themselves Micah’s engraved image which
he made, and it remained all the time that
God’s house was in Shiloh.

19
1 In those days, when there was no king

in Israel, there was a certain Levite living
on the farther side of the hill country of
Ephraim, who took for himself a concubine
out of Bethlehem Judah. 2 His concubine
played the prostitute against him, andwent
away from him to her father’s house to
Bethlehem Judah, and was there for four
months. 3 Her husband arose and went
after her to speak kindly to her, to bring her
again, having his servant with him and a
couple of donkeys. She brought him into
her father’s house; and when the father of
the young lady sawhim, he rejoiced tomeet
him. 4 His father-in-law, the young lady’s
father, kept him there; and he stayed with
him three days. So they ate and drank, and
stayed there.

5 On the fourth day, they got up early
in the morning, and he rose up to depart.
The young lady’s father said to his son-in-
law, “Strengthen your heart with a morsel
of bread, and afterward you shall go your
way.” 6 So they sat down, ate, and drank,
both of them together. Then the young
lady’s father said to the man, “Please be
pleased to stay all night, and let your heart
bemerry.” 7Theman rose up to depart; but
his father-in-law urged him, and he stayed
there again. 8Hearose early in themorning
on the fifth day to depart; and the young
lady’s father said, “Please strengthen your
heart and stay until the day declines;” and
they both ate.

9 When the man rose up to depart, he,
and his concubine, and his servant, his
father-in-law, the young lady’s father, said
to him, “Behold, now the day draws toward
evening, please stay all night. Behold, the
day is ending. Stay here, that your heart
may be merry; and tomorrow go on your
way early, that you may go home.” 10 But
the man wouldn’t stay that night, but he
rose up and went near Jebus (also called
Jerusalem). With him were a couple of
saddled donkeys. His concubine also was
with him.

11When they were by Jebus, the day was
far spent; and the servant said tohismaster,

“Please come and let’s enter into this city of
the Jebusites, and stay in it.”

12His master said to him, “We won’t en-
ter into the city of a foreigner that is not
of the children of Israel; but we will pass
over to Gibeah.” 13 He said to his servant,
“Come and let’s draw near to one of these
places; and we will lodge in Gibeah, or in
Ramah.” 14 So they passed on and went
their way; and the sun went down on them
near Gibeah, which belongs to Benjamin.
15 They went over there, to go in to stay in
Gibeah. He went in, and sat down in the
street of the city; for there was no one who
took them into his house to stay.

16Behold, anoldmancame fromhiswork
out of the field at evening. Now the man
was from the hill country of Ephraim, and
he lived in Gibeah; but themen of the place
were Benjamites. 17 He lifted up his eyes,
and saw the wayfaring man in the street of
the city; and the old man said, “Where are
you going? Where did you come from?”

18 He said to him, “We are passing from
Bethlehem Judah to the farther side of the
hill country of Ephraim. I am from there,
and I went to Bethlehem Judah. I am going
to the LORD’s house; and there is no one
who has taken me into his house. 19 Yet
there is both straw and feed for our don-
keys; and there is bread and wine also for
me, and for your servant, and for the young
manwho is with your servants. There is no
lack of anything.”

20The oldman said, “Peace be to you! Just
letme supply all your needs, but don’t sleep
in the street.” 21 So he brought him into his
house, and gave the donkeys fodder. Then
they washed their feet, and ate and drank.
22As they were making their hearts merry,
behold, the men of the city, certain wicked
fellows, surrounded the house, beating at
the door; and they spoke to the master of
the house, the old man, saying, “Bring out
themanwho came into your house, thatwe
can have sex with him!”

23Theman, themaster of the house, went
out to them, and said to them, “No, my
brothers, please don’t act sowickedly; since
this man has come into my house, don’t
do this folly. 24 Behold, here is my virgin
daughter and his concubine. I will bring
them out now. Humble them, and do with
them what seems good to you; but to this
man don’t do any such folly.”

25 But the men wouldn’t listen to him;
so the man grabbed his concubine, and
brought her out to them; and they had sex
with her, and abused her all night until the
morning. When the day began to dawn,
they let her go. 26 Then the woman came
in the dawning of the day, and fell down
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at the door of the man’s house where her
lord was, until it was light. 27Her lord rose
up in the morning and opened the doors
of the house, and went out to go his way;
and behold, the woman his concubine had
fallen down at the door of the house, with
her hands on the threshold.

28 He said to her, “Get up, and let’s get
going!” but no one answered. Then he took
her up on the donkey; and theman rose up,
and went to his place.

29 When he had come into his house,
he took a knife and cut up his concubine,
and divided her, limb by limb, into twelve
pieces, and sent her throughout all the bor-
ders of Israel. 30 It was so, that all who saw
it said, “Such a deed has not been done or
seen from the day that the children of Israel
came up out of the land of Egypt to this day!
Consider it, take counsel, and speak.”

20
1 Then all the children of Israel went out,

and the congregationwas assembled as one
man, fromDan even to Beersheba, with the
land of Gilead, to the LORD atMizpah. 2The
chiefs of all the people, even of all the tribes
of Israel, presented themselves in the as-
sembly of the people of God, four hundred
thousand footmenwhodrewsword. 3 (Now
the children of Benjamin heard that the
children of Israel had gone up to Mizpah.)
The children of Israel said, “Tell us, howdid
this wickedness happen?”

4 The Levite, the husband of the woman
whowasmurdered, answered, “I came into
Gibeah that belongs to Benjamin, I and my
concubine, to spend the night. 5 The men
of Gibeah rose against me, and surrounded
the house by night. They intended to kill
me and they raped my concubine, and she
is dead. 6 I took my concubine and cut
her in pieces, and sent her throughout all
the country of the inheritance of Israel; for
they have committed lewdness and folly in
Israel. 7Behold, you children of Israel, all of
you, give here your advice and counsel.”

8All the people arose as one man, saying,
“None of us will go to his tent, neither will
any of us turn to his house. 9 But now this
is the thing which we will do to Gibeah: we
will go up against it by lot; 10 and we will
take ten men of one hundred throughout
all the tribes of Israel, and one hundred of
one thousand, and a thousand out of ten
thousand to get food for the people, that
they may do, when they come to Gibeah of
Benjamin, according to all the folly that the
men of Gibeah have done in Israel.” 11So all
themen of Israel were gathered against the
city, knit together as oneman.

12 The tribes of Israel sent men through
all the tribe of Benjamin, saying, “What
wickedness is this that has happened
among you? 13 Now therefore deliver up
the men, the wicked fellows who are in
Gibeah, that wemay put them to death and
put away evil from Israel.”
But Benjamin would not listen to the

voice of their brothers, the children of Is-
rael. 14 The children of Benjamin gath-
ered themselves together out of the cities
to Gibeah, to go out to battle against the
children of Israel. 15 The children of Ben-
jamin were counted on that day out of the
cities twenty-six thousand men who drew
the sword, in addition to the inhabitants
of Gibeah, who were counted seven hun-
dred chosen men. 16 Among all these sol-
diers there were seven hundred chosen
men who were left-handed. Every one of
them could sling a stone at a hair and not
miss. 17 The men of Israel, besides Ben-
jamin, were counted four hundred thou-
sand men who drew sword. All these were
men of war.

18 The children of Israel arose, went up
to Bethel, and asked counsel of God. They
asked, “Who shall go up for us first to battle
against the children of Benjamin?”
The LORD said, “Judah first.”
19 The children of Israel rose up in the

morning and encamped against Gibeah.
20 The men of Israel went out to battle
against Benjamin; and themen of Israel set
the battle in array against them at Gibeah.
21 The children of Benjamin came out of
Gibeah, and on that day destroyed twenty-
two thousand of the Israelite men down to
the ground. 22Thepeople, themenof Israel,
encouraged themselves, and set the battle
again in array in the place where they set
themselves in array the first day. 23 The
children of Israel went up and wept before
the LORD until evening; and they asked of
the LORD, saying, “Shall I again draw near
to battle against the children of Benjamin
my brother?”
The LORD said, “Go up against him.”
24 The children of Israel came near

against the childrenofBenjamin the second
day. 25Benjamin went out against them out
of Gibeah the second day, and destroyed
down to the ground of the children of Israel
again eighteen thousand men. All these
drew the sword.

26 Then all the children of Israel and all
the people went up, and came to Bethel,
and wept, and sat there before the LORD,
and fasted that day until evening; then they
offered burnt offerings and peace offerings
before the LORD. 27 The children of Israel
asked the LORD (for the ark of the covenant
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ofGodwas there in thosedays, 28andPhine-
has, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron,
stood before it in those days), saying, “Shall
I yet again go out to battle against the chil-
dren of Benjamin my brother, or shall I
cease?”
The LORD said, “Go up; for tomorrow I

will deliver him into your hand.”
29 Israel set ambushes all around Gibeah.

30 The children of Israel went up against
the children of Benjamin on the third day,
and set themselves in array against Gibeah,
as at other times. 31 The children of Ben-
jamin went out against the people, and
were drawn away from the city; and they
began to strike and kill of the people as at
other times, in the highways, of which one
goes up to Bethel and the other to Gibeah,
in the field, about thirty men of Israel.

32 The children of Benjamin said, “They
are struck down before us, as at the first.”
But the children of Israel said, “Let’s flee,
and draw them away from the city to the
highways.”

33 All the men of Israel rose up out of
their place and set themselves in array at
Baal Tamar. Then the ambushers of Israel
broke out of their place, even out ofMaareh
Geba. 34 Ten thousand chosen men out of
all Israel came over against Gibeah, and
the battle was severe; but they didn’t know
that disaster was close to them. 35 The
LORD struck Benjamin before Israel; and
thechildrenof IsraeldestroyedofBenjamin
that day twenty-five thousand one hundred
men. All these drew the sword. 36 So the
children of Benjamin saw that they were
struck, for the men of Israel yielded to Ben-
jamin because they trusted the ambushers
whom they had set against Gibeah. 37 The
ambushers hurried, and rushed on Gibeah;
then the ambushers spread out, and struck
all the city with the edge of the sword.
38Now the appointed sign between themen
of Israel and the ambushers was that they
should make a great cloud of smoke rise
up out of the city. 39 The men of Israel
turned in the battle, and Benjamin began
to strike and kill of the men of Israel about
thirty persons; for they said, “Surely they
are struck down before us, as in the first
battle.” 40 But when the cloud began to
arise up out of the city in a pillar of smoke,
the Benjamites looked behind them; and
behold, the whole city went up in smoke to
the sky. 41 The men of Israel turned, and
the men of Benjamin were dismayed; for
they saw that disaster had come on them.
42Therefore they turned their backs before
the men of Israel to the way of the wilder-
ness, but the battle followed hard after
them; and those who came out of the cities

destroyed them in the middle of it. 43 They
surrounded the Benjamites, chased them,
and trod them down at their resting place,
as far as near Gibeah toward the sunrise.
44Eighteen thousandmen of Benjamin fell;
all these were men of valor. 45 They turned
and fled toward the wilderness to the rock
of Rimmon. They gleaned five thousand
men of them in the highways, and followed
hard after them to Gidom, and struck two
thousand men of them. 46 So that all who
fell that day of Benjamin were twenty-five
thousand men who drew the sword. All
these weremen of valor. 47But six hundred
men turned and fled toward thewilderness
to the rock of Rimmon, and stayed in the
rock of Rimmon four months. 48 The men
of Israel turned again on the children of
Benjamin, and struck them with the edge
of the sword—including the entire city, the
livestock, andall that they found. Moreover
they set all the cities which they found on
fire.

21
1Now themenof Israel had sworn inMiz-

pah, saying, “None of uswill give his daugh-
ter to Benjamin as a wife.” 2 The people
came to Bethel and sat there until evening
before God, and lifted up their voices, and
wept severely. 3 They said, “The LORD, the
God of Israel, why has this happened in
Israel, that there shouldbeone tribe lacking
in Israel today?”

4 On the next day, the people rose early
and built an altar there, and offered burnt
offerings and peace offerings. 5 The chil-
dren of Israel said, “Who is there among
all the tribes of Israel who didn’t come up
in the assembly to the LORD?” For they
hadmade a great oath concerning himwho
didn’t come up to the LORD to Mizpah,
saying, “He shall surely be put to death.”
6 The children of Israel grieved for Ben-
jamin their brother, and said, “There is one
tribe cut off from Israel today. 7How shall
we provide wives for those who remain,
since we have sworn by the LORD that
we will not give them of our daughters to
wives?” 8 They said, “What one is there
of the tribes of Israel who didn’t come up
to the LORD to Mizpah?” Behold, no one
came from Jabesh Gilead to the camp to
the assembly. 9 For when the people were
counted, behold, there were none of the
inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead there. 10 The
congregation sent twelve thousand of the
most valiant men there, and commanded
them, saying, “Goand strike the inhabitants
of Jabesh Gileadwith the edge of the sword,
with thewomenand the little ones. 11This is
the thing that you shall do: you shall utterly
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destroy everymale, and every womanwho
has lain with a man.” 12They found among
the inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead four hun-
dred young virgins who had not known
man by lying with him; and they brought
them to the camp to Shiloh, which is in the
land of Canaan.

13Thewhole congregation sent and spoke
to the childrenofBenjaminwhowere in the
rock of Rimmon, and proclaimed peace to
them. 14 Benjamin returned at that time;
and they gave them the womenwhom they
had saved alive of the women of Jabesh
Gilead. There still weren’t enough for
them. 15 The people grieved for Benjamin,
because the LORD had made a breach in
the tribes of Israel. 16 Then the elders of
the congregation said, “How shall we pro-
vide wives for those who remain, since the
women are destroyed out of Benjamin?”
17They said, “Theremust be an inheritance
for those who are escaped of Benjamin,
that a tribe not be blotted out from Israel.
18 However, we may not give them wives
of our daughters, for the children of Israel
had sworn, saying, ‘Cursed is he who gives
a wife to Benjamin.’ ” 19They said, “Behold,
there is a feast of the LORD from year to
year in Shiloh, which is on the north of
Bethel, on the east side of the highway that
goes up from Bethel to Shechem, and on
the south of Lebonah.” 20They commanded
the children of Benjamin, saying, “Go and
lie in wait in the vineyards, 21 and see, and
behold, if the daughters of Shiloh come out
to dance in the dances, then come out of
the vineyards, and eachman catch his wife
of the daughters of Shiloh, and go to the
land of Benjamin. 22 It shall be, when their
fathers or their brothers come to complain
to us, that we will say to them, ‘Grant them
graciously to us, because we didn’t take for
eachman his wife in battle, neither did you
give them to them; otherwise you would
now be guilty.’ ”

23 The children of Benjamin did so, and
took wives for themselves according to
their number, of those who danced, whom
they carried off. Theywent and returned to
their inheritance, built the cities, and lived
in them. 24 The children of Israel departed
from there at that time, every man to his
tribe and to his family, and they each went
out from there to his own inheritance. 25 In
those days there was no king in Israel. Ev-
eryone did that which was right in his own
eyes.
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The Book of
Ruth

1 In the days when the judges judged,
there was a famine in the land. A certain
man of Bethlehem Judahwent to live in the
country of Moab with his wife and his two
sons. 2The name of themanwas Elimelech,
and thenameof hiswifeNaomi. Thenames
of his two sons were Mahlon and Chil-
ion, Ephrathites of Bethlehem Judah. They
came into the country of Moab and lived
there. 3 Elimelech, Naomi’s husband, died;
and she was left with her two sons. 4 They
took for themselves wives of the women of
Moab. The name of the onewas Orpah, and
the name of the other was Ruth. They lived
there about ten years. 5Mahlon and Chilion
both died, and the woman was bereaved
of her two children and of her husband.
6Then she arosewith her daughters-in-law,
that she might return from the country of
Moab; for she had heard in the country
of Moab how the LORD* had visited his
people in giving them bread. 7 She went
out of the place where she was, and her
two daughters-in-law with her. They went
on the way to return to the land of Judah.
8 Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law,
“Go, return each of you to her mother’s
house. May the LORD deal kindly with you,
as you have dealt with the dead and with
me. 9May the LORD grant you that youmay
find rest, each of you in the house of her
husband.”
Then she kissed them, and they lifted up

their voices, and wept. 10 They said to her,
“No, but we will return with you to your
people.”

11 Naomi said, “Go back, my daughters.
Why do you want to go with me? Do I still
have sons in my womb, that they may be
your husbands? 12Go back, my daughters,
go your way; for I am too old to have a
husband. If I should say, ‘I have hope,’ if
I should even have a husband tonight, and
should also bear sons, 13 would you then
wait until they were grown? Would you
then refrain from having husbands? No,
mydaughters, for it grievesmeseriously for
your sakes, for the LORD’s hand has gone
out against me.”

14 They lifted up their voices and wept
again; then Orpah kissed her mother-in-
law, but Ruth stayed with her. 15 She said,

“Behold,† your sister-in-law has gone back
to her people and to her god. Follow your
sister-in-law.”

16Ruth said, “Don’t urge me to leave you,
and to return fromfollowingyou, forwhere
you go, I will go; and where you stay, I
will stay. Your people will be my people,
and your God‡ my God. 17Where you die,
I will die, and there I will be buried. May
the LORD do so to me, and more also, if
anything but death parts you andme.”

18 When Naomi saw that she was deter-
mined to go with her, she stopped urging
her.

19 So they both went until they came to
Bethlehem. When they had come to Beth-
lehem, all the city was excited about them,
and they asked, “Is this Naomi?”

20 She said to them, “Don’t call me
Naomi.§ Call me Mara,* for the Almighty
hasdealt verybitterlywithme. 21 Iwent out
full, and the LORD has brought me home
again empty. Why do you call me Naomi,
since theLORDhas testifiedagainstme, and
the Almighty has afflictedme?” 22SoNaomi
returned, and Ruth the Moabitess, her
daughter-in-law, with her, who returned
out of the country of Moab. They came
to Bethlehem in the beginning of barley
harvest.

2
1Naomi had a relative of her husband’s,

a mighty man of wealth, of the family of
Elimelech, and his name was Boaz. 2 Ruth
the Moabitess said to Naomi, “Let me now
go to the field, and glean among the ears of
grain after him in whose sight I find favor.”
She said to her, “Go, my daughter.” 3 She

went, and came and gleaned in the field af-
ter the reapers; and she happened to come
to the portion of the field belonging to Boaz,
who was of the family of Elimelech.

4Behold, Boaz came fromBethlehem, and
said to the reapers, “May the LORD be with
you.”
Theyansweredhim, “May theLORDbless

you.”
5 Then Boaz said to his servant who was

set over the reapers, “Whose young lady is
this?”

6 The servant who was set over the
reapers answered, “It is the Moabite lady
who camebackwithNaomi out of the coun-
try of Moab. 7 She said, ‘Please let me glean
and gather after the reapers among the
sheaves.’ So she came, and has continued

* 1:6 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”,
usually pronounced Yahweh). † 1:15 “Behold”, from “”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often

used as an interjection. ‡ 1:16 TheHebrewword rendered “God” is “” (Elohim). § 1:20 “Naomi”means “pleasant”.
* 1:20 “Mara” means “bitter”.
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even from the morning until now, except
that she rested a little in the house.”

8 Then Boaz said to Ruth, “Listen, my
daughter. Don’t go to glean in another
field, and don’t go from here, but stay here
close to my maidens. 9 Let your eyes be on
the field that they reap, and go after them.
Haven’t I commanded the young men not
to touch you? When you are thirsty, go to
the vessels, and drink from that which the
youngmen have drawn.”

10 Then she fell on her face and bowed
herself to the ground, and said tohim, “Why
have I found favor in your sight, that you
should take knowledge of me, since I am a
foreigner?”

11 Boaz answered her, “I have been told
all about what you have done for your
mother-in-law since the death of your hus-
band, and how you have left your father,
your mother, and the land of your birth,
and have come to a people that you didn’t
know before. 12May the LORD repay your
work, and a full reward be given to you
from the LORD, the God of Israel, under
whosewingsyouhavecome to take refuge.”

13 Then she said, “Let me find favor in
your sight, my lord, because you have com-
forted me, and because you have spoken
kindly to your servant, though I am not as
one of your servants.”

14 At meal time Boaz said to her, “Come
here, and eat some bread, and dip your
morsel in the vinegar.”
She sat beside the reapers, and they

passed her parched grain. She ate, was
satisfied, and left some of it. 15 When she
had risen up to glean, Boaz commanded
his young men, saying, “Let her glean even
among the sheaves, and don’t reproach her.
16Also pull out some for her from the bun-
dles, and leave it. Let her glean, and don’t
rebuke her.”

17 So she gleaned in the field until
evening; and she beat out that which she
had gleaned, and it was about an ephah* of
barley. 18 She took it up, and went into the
city. Then her mother-in-law saw what she
had gleaned; and she brought out and gave
to her that which she had left after she had
enough.

19Her mother-in-law said to her, “Where
have you gleaned today? Where have you
worked? Blessed be he who noticed you.”
She told her mother-in-law with whom

she had worked, “The man’s name with
whom I worked today is Boaz.” 20 Naomi
said to her daughter-in-law, “May he be
blessed by the LORD, who has not aban-
doned his kindness to the living and to the

dead.” Naomi said to her, “The man is a
close relative to us, one of our near kins-
men.”

21Ruth theMoabitess said, “Yes, he said to
me, ‘You shall stay close to my young men
until they have finished all my harvest.’ ”

22 Naomi said to Ruth her daughter-in-
law, “It is good,mydaughter, that you go out
with his maidens, and that they not meet
you inanyotherfield.” 23Soshe stayedclose
to the maidens of Boaz, to glean to the end
of barley harvest and ofwheat harvest; and
she lived with her mother-in-law.

3
1 Naomi her mother-in-law said to her,

“My daughter, shall I not seek rest for you,
that it may be well with you? 2 Now isn’t
Boaz our kinsman, with whose maidens
you were? Behold, he will be winnow-
ing barley tonight on the threshing floor.
3 Therefore wash yourself, anoint yourself,
get dressed, and go down to the threshing
floor; but don’t make yourself known to
the man until he has finished eating and
drinking. 4 It shall be, when he lies down,
that you shall note the place where he is
lying. Thenyou shall go in, uncover his feet,
and lie down. Then he will tell you what to
do.”

5 She said to her, “All that you say, I will
do.” 6 She went down to the threshing floor,
and did everything that her mother-in-law
told her. 7When Boaz had eaten and drunk,
and his heart was merry, he went to lie
down at the end of the heap of grain. She
came softly, uncovered his feet, and lay
down. 8At midnight, the man was startled
and turned himself; and behold, a woman
lay at his feet. 9He said, “Who are you?”
She answered, “I am Ruth your servant.

Therefore spread the corner of your gar-
ment over your servant; for you are a near
kinsman.”

10He said, “You are blessed by the LORD,
my daughter. You have shown more kind-
ness in the latter end than at the begin-
ning, because you didn’t follow youngmen,
whether poor or rich. 11Now, my daughter,
don’t be afraid. I will do to you all that you
say; for all the city of my people knows that
you are a worthy woman. 12Now it is true
that I amanear kinsman. However, there is
a kinsman nearer than I. 13 Stay this night,
and in the morning, if he will perform for
you the part of a kinsman, good. Let him
do the kinsman’s duty. But if he will not do
the duty of a kinsman for you, then Iwill do
the duty of a kinsman for you, as the LORD
lives. Lie down until the morning.”

* 2:17 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel
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14 She lay at his feet until the morning,
then she rose up before one could dis-
cern another. For he said, “Let it not be
known that the woman came to the thresh-
ing floor.” 15He said, “Bring themantle that
is on you, and hold it.” She held it; and he
measured six measures of barley, and laid
it on her; then he went into the city.

16When she came to her mother-in-law,
she said, “How did it go, my daughter?”
She told her all that the man had done

for her. 17 She said, “He gave me these six
measures of barley; for he said, ‘Don’t go
empty to yourmother-in-law.’ ”

18 Then she said, “Wait, my daughter, un-
til you knowwhat will happen; for theman
will not rest until he has settled this today.”

4
1 Now Boaz went up to the gate and sat

down there. Behold, the near kinsman
of whom Boaz spoke came by. Boaz said
to him, “Come over here, friend, and sit
down!” He came over, and sat down. 2Boaz
took ten men of the elders of the city, and
said, “Sit down here,” and they sat down.
3He said to the near kinsman, “Naomi, who
has come back out of the country of Moab,
is selling the parcel of land, which was our
brother Elimelech’s. 4 I thought I should
tell you, saying, ‘Buy it before those who sit
here, and before the elders ofmy people.’ If
youwill redeem it, redeem it; but if youwill
not redeem it, then tellme, that Imay know.
For there is no one to redeem it besides you;
and I am after you.”
He said, “I will redeem it.”
5Then Boaz said, “On the day you buy the

field from the hand of Naomi, youmust buy
it also from Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of
the dead, to raise up the name of the dead
on his inheritance.”

6 The near kinsman said, “I can’t redeem
it for myself, lest I endanger my own in-
heritance. Take my right of redemption for
yourself; for I can’t redeem it.”

7Now this was the custom in former time
in Israel concerning redeeming and con-
cerning exchanging, to confirmall things: a
man took off his sandal, and gave it to his
neighbor; and this was the way of formal-
izing transactions in Israel. 8 So the near
kinsman said to Boaz, “Buy it for yourself,”
then he took off his sandal.

9Boaz said to the elders and to all the peo-
ple, “You are witnesses today, that I have
bought all that was Elimelech’s, and all that
was Chilion’s and Mahlon’s, from the hand
of Naomi. 10Moreover, Ruth the Moabitess,
the wife of Mahlon, I have purchased to be
mywife, to raise up thenameof the dead on

his inheritance, that the name of the dead
may not be cut off from among his brothers
and from the gate of his place. You are
witnesses today.”

11All thepeoplewhowere in thegate, and
the elders, said, “Wearewitnesses. May the
LORDmake the woman who has come into
yourhouse likeRachel and like Leah,which
both built the house of Israel; and treat you
worthily in Ephrathah, and be famous in
Bethlehem. 12 Let your house be like the
house of Perez, whomTamar bore to Judah,
of the offspring* which the LORD will give
you by this young woman.”

13 So Boaz took Ruth and she became his
wife; and he went in to her, and the LORD
enabled her to conceive, and she bore a
son. 14 The women said to Naomi, “Blessed
be the LORD, who has not left you today
without a near kinsman. Let his name be
famous in Israel. 15 He shall be to you a
restorer of life and sustain you in your old
age; for your daughter-in-law, who loves
you, who is better to you than seven sons,
has given birth to him.” 16Naomi took the
child, laid him in her bosom, and became
nurse to him. 17Thewomen, her neighbors,
gave him a name, saying, “A son is born to
Naomi”. They named him Obed. He is the
father of Jesse, the father of David.

18 Now this is the history of the genera-
tions of Perez: Perez became the father of
Hezron, 19 and Hezron became the father
of Ram, and Ram became the father of Am-
minadab, 20 and Amminadab became the
father of Nahshon, and Nahshon became
the father of Salmon, 21andSalmonbecame
the father of Boaz, and Boaz became the
father of Obed, 22 and Obed became the
father of Jesse, and Jesse became the father
of David.

* 4:12 or, seed
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The First Book of Samuel
1 Now there was a certain man of Ra-

mathaim Zophim, of the hill country of
Ephraim, and his name was Elkanah, the
son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son
of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an Ephraimite.
2He had two wives. The name of one was
Hannah, and the name of the other Penin-
nah. Peninnah had children, but Hannah
had no children. 3This man went up out of
his city from year to year to worship and to
sacrifice to the LORD* of Armies in Shiloh.
The two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas,
priests to the LORD, were there. 4 When
the day came that Elkanah sacrificed, he
gave portions to Peninnah his wife and to
all her sonsandherdaughters; 5buthegave
a double portion to Hannah, for he loved
Hannah, but the LORD had shut up her
womb. 6 Her rival provoked her severely,
to irritate her, because the LORD had shut
up her womb. 7 So year by year, when
she went up to the LORD’s house, her rival
provoked her. Therefore she wept, and
didn’t eat. 8 Elkanah her husband said to
her, “Hannah,whydo youweep? Whydon’t
you eat? Why is your heart grieved? Am I
not better to you than ten sons?”

9 So Hannah rose up after they had fin-
ishedeatinganddrinking inShiloh. NowEli
thepriestwas sittingonhis seat by thedoor-
post of the LORD’s temple. 10 She was in
bitterness of soul, and prayed to the LORD,
weeping bitterly. 11 She vowed a vow, and
said, “LORD of Armies, if you will indeed
look at the affliction of your servant and
rememberme, and not forget your servant,
but will give to your servant a boy, then I
will give him to the LORD all the days of his
life, and no razor shall come on his head.”

12 As she continued praying before the
LORD, Eli saw her mouth. 13Now Hannah
spoke in her heart. Only her lips moved,
but her voice was not heard. Therefore Eli
thought she was drunk. 14 Eli said to her,
“How long will you be drunk? Get rid of
your wine!”

15Hannah answered, “No, my lord, I am
a woman of a sorrowful spirit. I have
not been drinking wine or strong drink,
but I poured out my soul before the LORD.
16 Don’t consider your servant a wicked
woman; for I have been speaking out of
the abundance of my complaint and my
provocation.”

17 Then Eli answered, “Go in peace; and
may the God† of Israel grant your petition
that you have asked of him.”

18 She said, “Let your servant find favor
in your sight.” So the womanwent her way
and ate; and her facial expression wasn’t
sad anymore.

19 They rose up in the morning early and
worshiped the LORD, then returned and
came to their house to Ramah. Then Elka-
nah knew Hannah his wife; and the LORD
remembered her.

20When the time had come, Hannah con-
ceived, and bore a son; and she named him
Samuel,‡ saying, “Because I have asked him
of the LORD.”

21 The man Elkanah, and all his house,
went up to offer to the LORD the yearly
sacrifice and his vow. 22But Hannah didn’t
go up, for she said to her husband, “Not
until the child is weaned; then I will bring
him, that he may appear before the LORD,
and stay there forever.”

23 Elkanah her husband said to her, “Do
what seems good to you. Wait until you
have weaned him; only may the LORD es-
tablish his word.”
So thewomanwaited and nursed her son

until she weaned him. 24 When she had
weaned him, she took him up with her,
with three bulls, and one ephah§ of meal,
and a container of wine, and brought him
to the LORD’s house in Shiloh. The child
was young. 25 They killed the bull, and
brought the child to Eli. 26 She said, “Oh,
my lord, as your soul lives, my lord, I am
the womanwho stood by you here, praying
to the LORD. 27 I prayed for this child, and
the LORD has givenmemy petition which I
asked of him. 28Therefore I have also given
him to the LORD. As long as he lives he is
given to theLORD.”Heworshiped theLORD
there.

2
1Hannah prayed, and said,

“My heart exults in the LORD!
My horn is exalted in the LORD.

Mymouth is enlarged over my enemies,
because I rejoice in your salvation.

2There is no one as holy as the LORD,
for there is no one besides you,
nor is there any rock like our God.

3 “Don’t keep talking so exceedingly
proudly.

Don’t let arrogance come out of your
mouth,

* 1:3 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”,
usually pronounced Yahweh). † 1:17 TheHebrewword rendered “God” is “” (Elohim). ‡ 1:20 Samuel sounds like

the Hebrew for “heard by God.” § 1:24 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel
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for the LORD is a God of knowledge.
By him actions are weighed.

4 “The bows of themighty men are broken.
Those who stumbled are armed with
strength.

5 Those who were full have hired them-
selves out for bread.

Those whowere hungry are satisfied.
Yes, the barren has borne seven.

Shewhohasmany children languishes.

6 “The LORD kills andmakes alive.
He brings down to Sheol* and brings
up.

7The LORDmakes poor andmakes rich.
He brings low, he also lifts up.

8He raises up the poor out of the dust.
He lifts up the needy from the dunghill
to make them sit with princes
and inherit the throne of glory.

For the pillars of the earth are the LORD’s.
He has set the world on them.

9Hewill keep the feet of his holy ones,
but the wicked will be put to silence in
darkness;

for nomanwill prevail by strength.
10 Those who strive with the LORD shall be

broken to pieces.
Hewill thunder against them in the sky.

“The LORDwill judge the ends of the earth.
He will give strength to his king,
and exalt the horn of his anointed.”

11 Elkanah went to Ramah to his house.
The child served the LORD before Eli the
priest.

12Now the sons of Eli were wicked men.
They didn’t know the LORD. 13 The custom
of thepriestswith thepeoplewas thatwhen
anyone offered a sacrifice, the priest’s ser-
vant camewhile themeat was boiling, with
a fork of three teeth in his hand; 14 and
he stabbed it into the pan, or kettle, or
cauldron, or pot. The priest took all that
the fork brought up for himself. They did
this to all the Israelites who came there to
Shiloh. 15 Yes, before they burned the fat,
the priest’s servant came, and said to the
manwho sacrificed, “Givemeat to roast for
the priest; for hewill not accept boiledmeat
from you, but raw.”

16 If the man said to him, “Let the fat
be burned first, and then take as much as
your soul desires;” then he would say, “No,
but you shall give it to me now; and if not,
I will take it by force.” 17 The sin of the
youngmenwasverygreatbefore theLORD;
for the men despised the LORD’s offering.

18 But Samuel ministered before the LORD,
being a child, clothed with a linen ephod.
19 Moreover his mother made him a little
robe, and brought it to him from year to
yearwhenshecameupwithherhusband to
offer the yearly sacrifice. 20Eli blessedElka-
nah and his wife, and said, “May the LORD
give you offspring† from this woman for
the petition which was asked of the LORD.”
Then they went to their own home. 21 The
LORD visited Hannah, and she conceived
andbore three sonsand twodaughters. The
child Samuel grew before the LORD.

22Now Eli was very old; and he heard all
that his sons did to all Israel, and how that
they slept with the women who served at
the door of the Tent of Meeting. 23He said
to them, “Why do you do such things? For
I hear of your evil dealings from all these
people. 24No, my sons; for it is not a good
report that I hear! You make the LORD’s
people disobey. 25 If one man sins against
another, God will judge him; but if a man
sins against the LORD, who will intercede
for him?” Notwithstanding, they didn’t lis-
ten to the voice of their father, because the
LORD intended to kill them.

26 The child Samuel grew on, and in-
creased in favor both with the LORD and
also withmen.

27 A man of God came to Eli and said to
him, “The LORD says, ‘Did I reveal myself
to the house of your father when they were
in Egypt in bondage to Pharaoh’s house?
28Didn’t I choose him out of all the tribes of
Israel to be my priest, to go up to my altar,
to burn incense, to wear an ephod before
me? Didn’t I give to the house of your father
all the offerings of the children of Israel
made by fire? 29 Why do you kick at my
sacrifice and at my offering, which I have
commanded in my habitation, and honor
your sons aboveme, tomake yourselves fat
with the best of all the offerings of Israelmy
people?’ 30 “Therefore the LORD, the God of
Israel, says, ‘I said indeed that your house
and the house of your father should walk
beforeme forever.’ But now the LORD says,
‘Far be it from me; for those who honor
me I will honor, and those who despise me
will be cursed. 31 Behold,‡ the days come
that I will cut off your arm and the arm of
your father’shouse, that therewillnotbean
old man in your house. 32 You will see the
affliction of my habitation, in all the wealth
which I will give Israel. There shall not be
an old man in your house forever. 33 The
man of yours whom I don’t cut off frommy
altar will consume your eyes§ and grieve

* 2:6 Sheol is the place of the dead. † 2:20 or, seed ‡ 2:31 “Behold”, from “”, means look at, take notice, observe,

see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection. § 2:33 or, blind your eyes with tears
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your heart. All the increase of your house
will die in the flower of their age. 34 This
will be the sign to you that will come on
your two sons, on Hophni and Phinehas: in
one day they will both die. 35 I will raise
up a faithful priest for myself who will do
according to that which is in my heart and
in my mind. I will build him a sure house.
He will walk before my anointed forever.
36 It will happen that everyone who is left
in your house will come and bow down to
him for a piece of silver and a loaf of bread,
and will say, “Please put me into one of the
priests’ offices, that I may eat a morsel of
bread.” ’ ”

3
1 The child Samuel ministered to the

LORDbefore Eli. The LORD’swordwas rare
in those days. Therewerenotmanyvisions,
then. 2At that time, when Eli was laid down
in his place (now his eyes had begun to
grow dim, so that he could not see), 3 and
God’s lamphadn’t yet gone out, and Samuel
had laid down in the LORD’s temple where
God’s ark was, 4 The LORD called Samuel.
He said, “Here I am.”

5 He ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; for
you calledme.”
He said, “I didn’t call. Lie down again.”
Hewent and lay down. 6The LORD called

yet again, “Samuel!”
Samuel arose and went to Eli and said,

“Here I am; for you calledme.”
He answered, “I didn’t call, my son. Lie

downagain.” 7NowSamuel didn’t yet know
the LORD, neither was the LORD’s word yet
revealed to him. 8 The LORD called Samuel
again the third time. He arose and went to
Eli and said, “Here I am; for you calledme.”
Eliperceived that theLORDhadcalled the

child. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie
down. It shall be, if he calls you, that you
shall say, ‘Speak, LORD; for your servant
hears.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in
his place. 10The LORD came, and stood, and
called as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!”
Then Samuel said, “Speak; for your ser-

vant hears.”
11 The LORD said to Samuel, “Behold,

I will do a thing in Israel at which both
the ears of everyone who hears it will tin-
gle. 12 In that day I will perform against
Eli all that I have spoken concerning his
house, from the beginning even to the end.
13 For I have told him that I will judge his
house forever for the iniquity which he
knew, because his sons brought a curse on
themselves, and he didn’t restrain them.
14Therefore I have sworn to the house of Eli
that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be
removedwith sacrifice or offering forever.”

15 Samuel lay until the morning, and
opened the doors of the LORD’s house.
Samuel was afraid to show Eli the vision.
16ThenEli called Samuel and said, “Samuel,
my son!”
He said, “Here I am.”
17He said, “What is the thing that he has

spoken to you? Please don’t hide it fromme.
God do so to you, andmore also, if you hide
anything from me of all the things that he
spoke to you.”

18 Samuel told him every bit, and hid
nothing from him.
He said, “It is the LORD. Let him do what

seems good to him.”
19 Samuel grew, and the LORD was with

him and let none of his words fall to the
ground. 20All Israel fromDan even to Beer-
sheba knew that Samuel was established
to be a prophet of the LORD. 21 The LORD
appeared again in Shiloh; for the LORD
revealed himself to Samuel in Shiloh by the
LORD’s word.

4
1The word of Samuel came to all Israel.
Now Israel went out against the

Philistines to battle, and encamped beside
Ebenezer; and the Philistines encamped
in Aphek. 2 The Philistines put themselves
in array against Israel. When they
joined battle, Israel was defeated by the
Philistines, who killed about four thousand
men of the army in the field. 3 When the
people had come into the camp, the elders
of Israel said, “Why has the LORD defeated
us today before the Philistines? Let’s get the
ark of the LORD’s covenant out of Shiloh
and bring it to us, that it may come among
us and save us out of the hand of our
enemies.”

4 So the people sent to Shiloh, and they
brought from there the ark of the covenant
of the LORD of Armies, who sits above the
cherubim; and the two sons of Eli, Hophni
and Phinehas, were there with the ark of
the covenant of God. 5When the ark of the
LORD’s covenant came into the camp, all
Israel shouted with a great shout, so that
the earth resounded. 6When the Philistines
heard the noise of the shout, they said,
“What does the noise of this great shout
in the camp of the Hebrews mean?” They
understood that the LORD’s ark had come
into the camp. 7The Philistineswere afraid,
for they said, “Godhas come into the camp.”
They said, “Woe to us! For there has not
been such a thing before. 8Woe to us! Who
shall deliver us out of the hand of these
mighty gods? These are the gods that struck
the Egyptians with all kinds of plagues in
the wilderness. 9 Be strong and behave
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like men, O you Philistines, that you not be
servants to the Hebrews, as they have been
toyou. Strengthenyourselves likemen, and
fight!” 10 The Philistines fought, and Israel
was defeated, and eachman fled to his tent.
There was a very great slaughter; for thirty
thousand footmen of Israel fell. 11God’s ark
was taken; and the two sons of Eli, Hophni
and Phinehas, were slain.

12Aman of Benjamin ran out of the army
and came to Shiloh the same day, with
his clothes torn and with dirt on his head.
13 When he came, behold, Eli was sitting
on his seat by the road watching, for his
heart trembled for God’s ark. When the
man came into the city and told about it,
all the city cried out. 14When Eli heard the
noise of the crying, he said, “What does the
noise of this tumult mean?”
The man hurried, and came and told Eli.

15 Now Eli was ninety-eight years old. His
eyes were set, so that he could not see.
16 The man said to Eli, “I am he who came
out of the army, and I fled today out of the
army.”
He said, “Howdid thematter go,my son?”
17 He who brought the news answered,

“Israel has fled before the Philistines, and
therehasbeenalso agreat slaughter among
the people. Your two sons also, Hophni and
Phinehas, are dead, and God’s ark has been
captured.”

18 When he made mention of God’s ark,
Eli fell from off his seat backward by the
side of the gate; and his neck broke, and he
died, for he was an old man and heavy. He
had judged Israel forty years.

19 His daughter-in-law, Phinehas’ wife,
was with child, near to giving birth. When
sheheard thenews thatGod’s arkwas taken
and that her father-in-lawandher husband
were dead, she bowed herself and gave
birth; for her pains came on her. 20 About
the time of her death thewomenwho stood
by her said to her, “Don’t be afraid, for
you have given birth to a son.” But she
didn’t answer, neither did she regard it.
21 She named the child Ichabod,* saying,
“The glory has departed from Israel!” be-
cause God’s ark was taken, and because of
her father-in-law and her husband. 22 She
said, “The glory has departed from Israel;
for God’s ark has been taken.”

5
1Now the Philistines had takenGod’s ark,

and they brought it from Ebenezer to Ash-
dod. 2 The Philistines took God’s ark, and
brought it into the house of Dagon and set
it by Dagon. 3When the people of Ashdod

arose early on the next day, behold, Dagon
had fallen on his face to the ground before
the LORD’s ark. They took Dagon and set
him in his place again. 4When they arose
early on the following morning, behold,
Dagon had fallen on his face to the ground
before the LORD’s ark; and the head of
Dagonandboth thepalmsofhishandswere
cut off on the threshold. Only Dagon’s torso
was intact. 5 Therefore neither the priests
of Dagon nor any who come into Dagon’s
house step on the threshold of Dagon in
Ashdod to this day. 6 But the LORD’s hand
was heavy on the people of Ashdod, and
he destroyed them and struck them with
tumors, even Ashdod and its borders.

7 When the men of Ashdod saw that it
was so, they said, “The ark of the God of
Israel shall not stay with us, for his hand
is severe on us and on Dagon our god.”
8They sent therefore and gathered together
all the lords of the Philistines, and said,
“What shall we do with the ark of the God
of Israel?”
They answered, “Let the ark of the God

of Israel be carried over to Gath.” They
carried the ark of theGodof Israel there. 9 It
was so, that after they had carried it there,
the LORD’s hand was against the city with
a very great confusion; and he struck the
menof the city, both small and great, so that
tumors broke out on them. 10 So they sent
God’s ark to Ekron.
AsGod’s ark came to Ekron, the Ekronites

cried out, saying, “They have brought the
ark of the God of Israel here to us, to kill
us and our people.” 11 They sent therefore
and gathered together all the lords of the
Philistines, and they said, “Send the ark of
the God of Israel away, and let it go again
to its own place, that it not kill us and
our people.” For there was a deadly panic
throughout all the city. The hand of God
was very heavy there. 12 The men who
didn’t die were struckwith the tumors; and
the cry of the city went up to heaven.

6
1TheLORD’s arkwas in the country of the

Philistines seven months. 2 The Philistines
called for the priests and the diviners, say-
ing, “What shallwe dowith the LORD’s ark?
Showus howwe should send it to its place.”

3 They said, “If you send away the ark of
the God of Israel, don’t send it empty; but
by all means return a trespass offering to
him. Then you will be healed, and it will be
known to you why his hand is not removed
from you.”

* 4:21 “Ichabod” means “no glory”.
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4 Then they said, “What should the tres-
pass offering be which we shall return to
him?”
They said, “Five golden tumors and five

golden mice, for the number of the lords of
the Philistines; for one plague was on you
all, and on your lords. 5Therefore you shall
make images of your tumors and images of
your mice that mar the land; and you shall
give glory to the God of Israel. Perhaps he
will release his hand from you, from your
gods, and from your land. 6 Why then do
you harden your hearts as the Egyptians
and Pharaoh hardened their hearts? When
he had worked wonderfully among them,
didn’t they let the people go, and they de-
parted?

7 “Now therefore take and prepare your-
selves a new cart and two milk cows on
which there has come no yoke; and tie the
cows to the cart, and bring their calves
home from them; 8and take the LORD’s ark
and lay it on the cart. Put the jewels of
gold, which you return him for a trespass
offering, in a box by its side; and send it
away, that it may go. 9 Behold, if it goes
up by the way of its own border to Beth
Shemesh, then he has done us this great
evil; but if not, then we shall know that it is
not his hand that struck us. It was a chance
that happened to us.”

10 The men did so, and took two milk
cows and tied them to the cart, and shut
up their calves at home. 11 They put the
LORD’s ark on the cart, and the boxwith the
goldenmice and the images of their tumors.
12 The cows took the straight way by the
way to Beth Shemesh. They went along the
highway, lowing as they went, and didn’t
turn away to the right hand or to the left;
and the lords of the Philistines went after
them to the border of Beth Shemesh. 13The
people of Beth Shemesh were reaping their
wheat harvest in the valley; and they lifted
up their eyes and saw the ark, and rejoiced
to see it. 14 The cart came into the field of
Joshua of Beth Shemesh, and stood there,
where there was a great stone. Then they
split thewood of the cart and offered up the
cows foraburnt offering to theLORD. 15The
Levites took down the LORD’s ark and the
box that was with it, in which the jewels of
gold were, and put them on the great stone;
and themen of Beth Shemesh offered burnt
offerings and sacrificed sacrifices the same
day to the LORD. 16When the five lords of
the Philistines had seen it, they returned to
Ekron the same day. 17These are the golden
tumors which the Philistines returned for a
trespass offering to the LORD: for Ashdod
one, for Gaza one, for Ashkelon one, for
Gath one, for Ekron one; 18 and the golden

mice, according to the number of all the
cities of the Philistines belonging to the five
lords, both of fortified cities and of country
villages, even to the great stone on which
they set down the LORD’s ark. That stone
remains to this day in the field of Joshua
of Beth Shemesh. 19 He struck of the men
of Beth Shemesh, because they had looked
into the LORD’s ark, he struck fifty thou-
sand seventy of the men. Then the people
mourned, because the LORD had struck the
people with a great slaughter. 20 The men
of Beth Shemesh said, “Who is able to stand
before the LORD, this holy God? To whom
shall he go up from us?”

21 They sent messengers to the inhab-
itants of Kiriath Jearim, saying, “The
Philistines have brought back the LORD’s
ark. Come down and bring it up to
yourselves.”

7
1 The men of Kiriath Jearim came and

took the LORD’s ark, and brought it into
Abinadab’s house on the hill, and conse-
crated Eleazar his son to keep the LORD’s
ark. 2 From the day that the ark stayed
in Kiriath Jearim, the time was long—for
it was twenty years; and all the house of
Israel lamented after the LORD. 3 Samuel
spoke to all the house of Israel, saying, “If
you are returning to the LORD with all
your heart, then put away the foreign gods
and the Ashtaroth from among you, and
direct your hearts to the LORD, and serve
him only; and he will deliver you out of
the hand of the Philistines.” 4 Then the
children of Israel removed the Baals and
the Ashtaroth, and served the LORD only.
5 Samuel said, “Gather all Israel to Mizpah,
and I will pray to the LORD for you.” 6They
gathered together toMizpah, and drewwa-
ter, and poured it out before the LORD, and
fasted on that day, and said there, “Wehave
sinned against the LORD.” Samuel judged
the children of Israel in Mizpah.

7When the Philistines heard that the chil-
dren of Israel were gathered together at
Mizpah, the lords of the Philistines went up
against Israel. When the children of Israel
heard it, they were afraid of the Philistines.
8 The children of Israel said to Samuel,
“Don’t stop crying to the LORD our God for
us, that hewill saveus out of the handof the
Philistines.” 9 Samuel took a suckling lamb,
and offered it for a whole burnt offering
to the LORD. Samuel cried to the LORD for
Israel, and the LORD answered him. 10 As
Samuel was offering up the burnt offering,
the Philistines came near to battle against
Israel; but the LORD thunderedwith a great
thunder on that day on the Philistines and
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confused them; and theywere struck down
before Israel. 11 The men of Israel went
out of Mizpah and pursued the Philistines,
andstruck themuntil theycameunderBeth
Kar.

12 Then Samuel took a stone and set it
between Mizpah and Shen, and called its
name Ebenezer,* saying, “The LORD helped
us until now.” 13 So the Philistines were
subdued, and they stopped coming within
the border of Israel. The LORD’s hand
was against the Philistines all the days of
Samuel.

14 The cities which the Philistines had
taken from Israel were restored to Israel,
from Ekron even to Gath; and Israel re-
covered its border out of the hand of the
Philistines. Therewaspeacebetween Israel
and the Amorites.

15 Samuel judged Israel all the days of his
life. 16Hewent fromyear to year in a circuit
toBethel, Gilgal, andMizpah; andhe judged
Israel in all those places. 17His return was
to Ramah, for his house was there, and he
judged Israel there; and he built an altar to
the LORD there.

8
1 When Samuel was old, he made his

sons judges over Israel. 2 Now the name
of his firstborn was Joel, and the name of
his second, Abijah. They were judges in
Beersheba. 3 His sons didn’t walk in his
ways, but turned away after dishonest gain,
took bribes, and perverted justice.

4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered
themselves together and came to Samuel to
Ramah. 5They said to him, “Behold, you are
old, and your sons don’t walk in your ways.
Now make us a king to judge us like all the
nations.” 6But the thing displeased Samuel
when they said, “Give us a king to judge us.”
Samuel prayed to the LORD. 7 The LORD

said to Samuel, “Listen to the voice of the
people in all that they tell you; for theyhave
not rejected you, but they have rejected me
as the king over them. 8 According to all
the works which they have done since the
day that I brought them up out of Egypt
even to this day, in that they have forsaken
me and served other gods, so they also do
to you. 9 Now therefore, listen to their
voice. However, you shall protest solemnly
to them, and shall show them theway of the
king whowill reign over them.”

10Samuel told all the LORD’s words to the
peoplewho asked him for a king. 11He said,
“This will be the way of the king who shall
reign over you: he will take your sons and

appoint them as his servants, for his char-
iots and to be his horsemen; and they will
run before his chariots. 12He will appoint
them to him for captains of thousands and
captains of fifties; and he will assign some
to plow his ground and to reap his harvest;
and to make his instruments of war and
the instruments of his chariots. 13 He will
take your daughters to be perfumers, to be
cooks, and to be bakers. 14 He will take
your fields, your vineyards, and your olive
groves, even your best, and give them to his
servants. 15He will take one tenth of your
seedandofyourvineyards, andgive it tohis
officers and to his servants. 16He will take
your male servants, your female servants,
your best young men, and your donkeys,
and assign them to his ownwork. 17Hewill
take one tenth of your flocks; and you will
be his servants. 18 You will cry out in that
day because of your king whom you will
have chosen for yourselves; and the LORD
will not answer you in that day.”

19 But the people refused to listen to the
voice of Samuel; and they said, “No, but we
will have a king over us, 20 that we alsomay
be like all the nations; and that our king
may judgeus, andgooutbeforeus, andfight
our battles.”

21 Samuel heard all the words of the peo-
ple, andherehearsed themin theearsof the
LORD. 22 The LORD said to Samuel, “Listen
to their voice, andmake them a king.”
Samuel said to the men of Israel, “Every-

one go to your own city.”

9
1 Now there was a man of Benjamin,

whose name was Kish the son of Abiel, the
son of Zeror, the son of Becorath, the son
of Aphiah, the son of a Benjamite, a mighty
man of valor. 2 He had a son whose name
was Saul, an impressive young man; and
there was not among the children of Israel
amore handsomeperson thanhe. Fromhis
shoulders and upward he was taller than
any of the people.

3 The donkeys of Kish, Saul’s father, were
lost. Kish said to Saul his son, “Now take
one of the servants with you, and arise, go
look for the donkeys.” 4He passed through
the hill country of Ephraim, and passed
through the land of Shalishah, but they
didn’t find them. Then they passed through
the land of Shaalim, and theyweren’t there.
Then he passed through the land of the
Benjamites, but they didn’t find them.

5Whentheyhadcome to the landofZuph,
Saul said to his servant who was with him,
“Come! Let’s return, lest my father stop

* 7:12 “Ebenezer” means “stone of help”.
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caring about the donkeys and be anxious
for us.”

6 The servant said to him, “Behold now,
there is a man of God in this city, and he is
a manwho is held in honor. All that he says
surelyhappens. Now let’s go there. Perhaps
he can tell us which way to go.”

7 Then Saul said to his servant, “But be-
hold, if we go, what should we bring the
man? For the bread is spent in our sacks,
and there is not a present to bring to the
man of God. What do we have?”

8 The servant answered Saul again and
said, “Behold, I have in my hand the fourth
part of a shekel* of silver. I will give that
to the man of God, to tell us our way.” 9 (In
earlier times in Israel, when a man went to
inquire of God, he said, “Come! Let’s go to
the seer;” forhewho isnowcalledaprophet
was before called a seer.)

10 Then Saul said to his servant, “Well
said. Come! Let’s go.” So they went to the
city where the man of God was. 11 As they
went up the ascent to the city, they found
young maidens going out to draw water,
and said to them, “Is the seer here?”

12 They answered them and said, “He is.
Behold, he is before you. Hurry now, for he
has come today into the city; for the people
haveasacrifice today in thehighplace. 13As
soonas youhave come into the city, youwill
immediately find him before he goes up to
the high place to eat; for the people will not
eat until he comes, because he blesses the
sacrifice. Afterwards those who are invited
eat. Now therefore go up; for at this time
youwill find him.”

14 They went up to the city. As they came
within the city, behold, Samuel came out
toward them to go up to the high place.

15 Now the LORD had revealed to
Samuel a day before Saul came, saying,
16 “Tomorrow about this time I will send
you aman out of the land of Benjamin, and
you shall anoint him to be prince over my
people Israel. He will save my people out
of the hand of the Philistines; for I have
looked upon my people, because their cry
has come tome.”

17When Samuel saw Saul, the LORD said
to him, “Behold, the man of whom I spoke
to you! He will have authority over my
people.”

18 Then Saul approached Samuel in the
gateway, and said, “Please tellmewhere the
seer’s house is.”

19 Samuel answered Saul and said, “I am
the seer. Go up before me to the high place,
for you are to eat with me today. In the

morning Iwill let you go andwill tell you all
that is in your heart. 20As for your donkeys
whowere lost three days ago, don’t set your
mind on them, for they have been found.
For whom does all Israel desire? Is it not
you and all your father’s house?”

21 Saul answered, “Am I not a Benjamite,
of the smallest of the tribes of Israel? And
my family the least of all the families of the
tribe of Benjamin? Why then do you speak
to me like this?”

22 Samuel took Saul and his servant and
brought them into the guest room, and
made themsit in thebest place among those
who were invited, who were about thirty
persons. 23 Samuel said to the cook, “Bring
the portion which I gave you, of which I
said to you, ‘Set it aside.’ ” 24 The cook took
up the thigh, and that which was on it, and
set it before Saul. Samuel said, “Behold,
that which has been reserved! Set it before
yourself and eat; because it has been kept
for you for the appointed time, for I said, ‘I
have invited the people.’ ” So Saul ate with
Samuel that day.

25 When they had come down from the
high place into the city, he talked with Saul
on the housetop. 26 They arose early; and
about daybreak, Samuel called to Saul on
the housetop, saying, “Get up, that I may
send you away.” Saul arose, and they both
went outside, he and Samuel, together. 27As
they were going down at the end of the
city, Samuel said to Saul, “Tell the servant
to go on ahead of us.” He went ahead, then
Samuel said, “But stand still first, that I may
cause you to hear God’s message.”

10
1 Then Samuel took the vial of oil and

poured it on his head, then kissed him and
said, “Hasn’t the LORD anointed you to be
prince over his inheritance? 2 When you
have departed from me today, then you
will find two men by Rachel’s tomb, on the
border of Benjamin at Zelzah. Theywill tell
you, ‘The donkeys which you went to look
for have been found; and behold, your fa-
ther has stopped caring about the donkeys
and is anxious for you, saying, “What shall I
do for my son?” ’

3 “Then you will go on forward from
there, andyouwill come to the oakof Tabor.
Three men will meet you there going up to
God to Bethel: one carrying three young
goats, and another carrying three loaves of
bread, and another carrying a container of
wine. 4 They will greet you and give you
two loavesofbread,whichyoushall receive
from their hand.

* 9:8 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 1/4 shekel would be a small coin of about 2.5 grams.
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5 “After that you will come to the hill of
God, where the garrison of the Philistines
is; and it will happen, when you have come
there to the city, that youwillmeet abandof
prophets coming down from the high place
witha lute, a tambourine, apipe, andaharp
before them; and they will be prophesying.
6Then the LORD’s Spirit will comemightily
on you, then you will prophesy with them
andwill be turned into anotherman. 7Let it
be, when these signs have come to you, that
youdowhat is appropriate for theoccasion;
for God is with you.

8 “Go down ahead of me to Gilgal; and
behold, I will come down to you to offer
burnt offerings and to sacrifice sacrifices of
peace offerings. Wait seven days, until I
come to you and show you what you are to
do.” 9 It was so, that when he had turned
his back to go from Samuel, God gave him
anotherheart; andall those signshappened
that day. 10 When they came there to the
hill, behold, a band of prophets met him;
and the Spirit of God camemightily on him,
and he prophesied among them. 11 When
all who knew him before saw that, behold,
he prophesied with the prophets, then the
people said to one another, “What is this
that has come to the sonofKish? Is Saul also
among the prophets?”

12 One from the same place answered,
“Who is their father?” Therefore it be-
came a proverb, “Is Saul also among the
prophets?” 13When he had finished proph-
esying, he came to the high place.

14 Saul’s uncle said to him and to his ser-
vant, “Where did you go?”
He said, “To seek the donkeys. When we

saw that they were not found, we came to
Samuel.”

15 Saul’s uncle said, “Please tell me what
Samuel said to you.”

16 Saul said to his uncle, “He told us
plainly that the donkeys were found.” But
concerning the matter of the kingdom, of
which Samuel spoke, he didn’t tell him.

17 Samuel called the people together to
the LORD to Mizpah; 18 and he said to the
children of Israel, “The LORD, the God of
Israel, says ‘I brought Israel up out of Egypt
and I delivered you out of the hand of the
Egyptians, and out of the hand of all the
kingdoms that oppressed you.’ 19 But you
have today rejected your God, who him-
self saves you out of all your calamities
and your distresses; and you have said to
him, ‘No! Set a king over us!’ Now there-
fore present yourselves before the LORDby
your tribes and by your thousands.”

20 So Samuel brought all the tribes of Is-
rael near, and the tribe of Benjamin was
chosen. 21Hebrought the tribe of Benjamin

near by their families and the family of the
Matrites was chosen. Then Saul the son of
Kish was chosen; but when they looked for
him, he could not be found. 22 Therefore
they asked of the LORD further, “Is there yet
a man to come here?”
The LORD answered, “Behold, he has hid-

den himself among the baggage.”
23 They ran and got him there. When he

stoodamong thepeople, hewashigher than
any of the people from his shoulders and
upward. 24 Samuel said to all the people,
“Do you see him whom the LORD has cho-
sen, that there is no one like him among all
the people?”
All the people shouted and said, “Long

live the king!”
25ThenSamuel told thepeople the regula-

tions of the kingdom, andwrote it in a book
and laid it up before the LORD. Samuel sent
all the people away, everyman to his house.
26 Saul also went to his house in Gibeah;
and the army went with him, whose hearts
God had touched. 27 But certain worthless
fellows said, “How could thisman save us?”
They despised him, and brought him no
tribute. But he held his peace.

11
1 Then Nahash the Ammonite came up

and encamped against Jabesh Gilead; and
all themen of Jabesh said to Nahash, “Make
a covenant with us, and wewill serve you.”

2Nahash the Ammonite said to them, “On
this condition I will make it with you, that
all your right eyes be gouged out. I will
make this dishonor all Israel.”

3Theelders of Jabesh said tohim, “Giveus
sevendays, thatwemaysendmessengers to
all the borders of Israel; and then, if there is
no one to save us, we will come out to you.”
4 Then the messengers came to Gibeah of
Saul, and spoke these words in the ears of
thepeople, thenall thepeople liftedup their
voice and wept.

5 Behold, Saul came following the oxen
out of the field; and Saul said, “What ails
the people that they weep?” They told him
the words of the men of Jabesh. 6 God’s
Spirit camemightily on Saulwhenheheard
thosewords, andhis anger burnedhot. 7He
took a yoke of oxen and cut them in pieces,
then sent them throughout all the borders
of Israel by the hand ofmessengers, saying,
“Whoever doesn’t come out after Saul and
after Samuel, so shall it bedone tohisoxen.”
The dread of the LORD fell on the people,
and they cameout as oneman. 8Hecounted
them in Bezek; and the children of Israel
were threehundred thousand, and themen
of Judah thirty thousand. 9 They said to
the messengers who came, “Tell the men of
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Jabesh Gilead, ‘Tomorrow, by the time the
sun is hot, you will be rescued.’ ” The mes-
sengers came and told the men of Jabesh;
and theywere glad. 10Therefore themen of
Jabesh said, “Tomorrowwewill comeout to
you, and you shall do with us all that seems
good toyou.” 11On thenext day, Saul put the
people in three companies; and they came
into the middle of the camp in the morning
watch, and struck the Ammonites until the
heat of the day. Those who remained were
scattered, so that no two of them were left
together.

12 The people said to Samuel, “Who is he
who said, ‘Shall Saul reign over us?’ Bring
thosemen, that wemay put them to death!”

13Saul said, “Noman shall be put to death
today; for today the LORD has rescued Is-
rael.”

14Then Samuel said to the people, “Come!
Let’s go to Gilgal, and renew the kingdom
there.” 15 All the people went to Gilgal;
and there they made Saul king before the
LORD in Gilgal. There they offered sacri-
fices of peace offerings before the LORD;
and there Saul and all the men of Israel
rejoiced greatly.

12
1Samuel said to all Israel, “Behold, I have

listened to your voice in all that you said
to me, and have made a king over you.
2 Now, behold, the king walks before you.
I am old and gray-headed. Behold, my
sons are with you. I have walked before
you from my youth to this day. 3 Here I
am. Witness against me before the LORD
and before his anointed. Whose ox have I
taken? Whose donkey have I taken? Whom
have Idefrauded? Whomhave Ioppressed?
Ofwhose hand have I taken a bribe tomake
me blindmy eyes? I will restore it to you.”

4 They said, “You have not defrauded us,
nor oppressed us, neither have you taken
anything from anyone’s hand.”

5 He said to them, “The LORD is witness
against you, and his anointed is witness
today, that you have not found anything in
my hand.”
They said, “He is witness.” 6 Samuel said

to thepeople, “It is theLORDwhoappointed
Moses and Aaron, and that brought your
fathers up out of the land of Egypt. 7 Now
therefore stand still, that I may plead with
you before the LORD concerning all the
righteous acts of the LORD, which he did to
you and to your fathers.

8 “When Jacob had come into Egypt, and
your fathers cried to the LORD, then the
LORD sent Moses and Aaron, who brought
your fathers out of Egypt, and made them
to dwell in this place. 9 But they forgot

the LORD their God; and he sold them into
the hand of Sisera, captain of the army of
Hazor, and into the hand of the Philistines,
and into the hand of the king of Moab; and
they fought against them. 10 They cried
to the LORD, and said, ‘We have sinned,
because we have forsaken the LORD and
have served the Baals and the Ashtaroth;
but now deliver us out of the hand of our
enemies, and we will serve you.’ 11 The
LORD sent Jerubbaal, Bedan, Jephthah, and
Samuel, and delivered you out of the hand
of your enemies on every side; and you
lived in safety.

12 “When you saw that Nahash the king
of the children of Ammon came against
you, you said to me, ‘No, but a king shall
reign over us,’ when the LORD your God
was your king. 13 Now therefore see the
kingwhomyouhave chosenandwhomyou
have asked for. Behold, the LORD has set
a king over you. 14 If you will fear the
LORD, and servehim, and listen tohis voice,
and not rebel against the commandment
of the LORD, then both you and also the
king who reigns over you are followers of
the LORD your God. 15 But if you will not
listen to the LORD’s voice, but rebel against
the commandment of the LORD, then the
LORD’s hand will be against you, as it was
against your fathers.

16 “Now therefore stand still and see this
great thing, which the LORD will do before
your eyes. 17 Isn’t it wheat harvest today?
I will call to the LORD, that he may send
thunder and rain; and you will know and
see that your wickedness is great, which
youhavedone in theLORD’s sight, in asking
for a king.”

18 So Samuel called to the LORD, and the
LORD sent thunder and rain that day. Then
all the people greatly feared the LORD and
Samuel.

19All the people said to Samuel, “Pray for
your servants to the LORD your God, that
wenot die; forwehave added to all our sins
this evil, to ask for a king.”

20 Samuel said to the people, “Don’t be
afraid. You have indeed done all this evil;
yet don’t turn away from following the
LORD, but serve the LORD with all your
heart. 21 Don’t turn away to go after vain
things which can’t profit or deliver, for they
are vain. 22 For the LORD will not for-
sake his people for his great name’s sake,
because it has pleased the LORD to make
you a people for himself. 23 Moreover, as
for me, far be it from me that I should
sin against the LORD in ceasing to pray for
you; but I will instruct you in the good and
the right way. 24 Only fear the LORD, and
serve him in truth with all your heart; for
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consider what great things he has done for
you. 25 But if you keep doing evil, you will
be consumed, both you and your king.”

13
1 Saul was thirty years old when he be-

came king, and he reigned over Israel forty-
two years.*

2 Saul chose for himself three thousand
men of Israel, of which two thousand
were with Saul in Michmash and in the
Mount of Bethel, and one thousand were
with Jonathan in Gibeah of Benjamin. He
sent the rest of the people to their own
tents. 3 Jonathan struck the garrison of
the Philistines that was in Geba, and the
Philistines heard of it. Saul blew the trum-
pet throughout all the land, saying, “Let the
Hebrews hear!” 4All Israel heard that Saul
had struck the garrison of the Philistines,
and also that Israel was considered an
abomination to the Philistines. The people
were gathered together after Saul to Gilgal.
5 The Philistines assembled themselves to-
gether to fight with Israel: thirty thousand
chariots, six thousand horsemen, and peo-
ple as the sand which is on the seashore in
multitude. They came up and encamped in
Michmash, eastward of Beth Aven. 6When
the men of Israel saw that they were in
trouble (for the people were distressed),
then the people hid themselves in caves,
in thickets, in rocks, in tombs, and in pits.
7Now some of the Hebrews had gone over
the Jordan to the land of Gad and Gilead;
but as for Saul, he was yet in Gilgal, and
all the people followed him trembling. 8He
stayed seven days, according to the time
set by Samuel; but Samuel didn’t come to
Gilgal, and the people were scattering from
him. 9 Saul said, “Bring the burnt offering
to me here, and the peace offerings.” He
offered the burnt offering.

10 It came to pass that as soon as he had
finishedoffering theburnt offering, behold,
Samuel came; and Saul went out to meet
him, that he might greet him. 11 Samuel
said, “What have you done?”
Saul said, “Because I saw that the peo-

ple were scattered from me, and that you
didn’t comewithin the days appointed, and
that the Philistines assembled themselves
together at Michmash, 12 therefore I said,
‘Now the Philistines will come down on me
to Gilgal, and I haven’t entreated the favor
of the LORD.’ I forcedmyself therefore, and
offered the burnt offering.”

13 Samuel said to Saul, “You have done
foolishly. You have not kept the command-
ment of the LORD your God, which he com-
manded you; for now the LORDwouldhave
established your kingdomon Israel forever.
14But now your kingdomwill not continue.
The LORD has sought for himself a man
after his own heart, and the LORD has ap-
pointed him to be prince over his people,
because you have not kept that which the
LORD commanded you.”

15 Samuel arose, and went from Gilgal
to Gibeah of Benjamin. Saul counted the
people who were present with him, about
six hundred men. 16 Saul, and Jonathan
his son, and the people who were present
with them, stayed in Geba of Benjamin;
but the Philistines encamped inMichmash.
17 The raiders came out of the camp of
the Philistines in three companies: one
company turned to the way that leads to
Ophrah, to the land of Shual; 18 another
company turned the way to Beth Horon;
andanother company turned thewayof the
border that looks down on the valley of Ze-
boim toward the wilderness. 19Now there
wasnoblacksmith found throughout all the
land of Israel, for the Philistines said, “Lest
the Hebrews make themselves swords or
spears”; 20 but all the Israelites went down
to the Philistines, each man to sharpen his
own plowshare, mattock, ax, and sickle.
21Thepricewasonepayim†each to sharpen
mattocks, plowshares, pitchforks, axes, and
goads. 22 So it came to pass in the day
of battle that neither sword nor spear was
found in the hand of any of the people who
were with Saul and Jonathan; but Saul and
Jonathan his son had them.

23The garrison of the Philistineswent out
to the pass of Michmash.

14
1Now it happened on a day that Jonathan

the son of Saul said to the young man who
bore his armor, “Come! Let’s go over to
the Philistines’ garrison that is on the other
side.” But he didn’t tell his father. 2 Saul
stayed in the uttermost part of Gibeah un-
der the pomegranate tree which is in Mi-
gron; and the people who were with him
were about six hundred men, 3 including
Ahijah the son of Ahitub, Ichabod’s brother,
the son of Phinehas, the son of Eli the priest
of the LORD in Shiloh, wearing an ephod.
The people didn’t know that Jonathan was
gone.

* 13:1 The traditional Hebrew text omits “thirty” and “forty-”. The blanks are filled in here from a fewmanuscripts of
the Septuagint. † 13:21 A payim (or pim) was 2/3 shekel of silver, or 0.26 ounces, or 7.6 grams
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4Between the passes, by which Jonathan
sought to go over to the Philistines’ garri-
son, there was a rocky crag on the one side
and a rocky crag on the other side; and
the name of the one was Bozez, and the
name of the other Seneh. 5 The one crag
rose up on the north in front of Michmash,
and the other on the south in front of Geba.
6 Jonathan said to the young man who bore
his armor, “Come! Let’s go over to the
garrison of these uncircumcised. It may be
that the LORD will work for us, for there is
no restraint on theLORD to savebymanyor
by few.”

7 His armor bearer said to him, “Do all
that is in your heart. Go, and behold, I am
with you according to your heart.”

8 Then Jonathan said, “Behold, we will
pass over to the men, and we will reveal
ourselves to them. 9 If they say this to us,
‘Wait until we come to you!’ then we will
stand still in our place and will not go up
to them. 10 But if they say this, ‘Come up to
us!’ then we will go up, for the LORD has
delivered them into our hand. This shall be
the sign to us.”

11 Both of them revealed themselves to
the garrison of the Philistines; and the
Philistines said, “Behold, the Hebrews are
coming out of the holeswhere they hadhid-
den themselves!” 12Themenof thegarrison
answered Jonathan and his armor bearer,
and said, “Come up to us, and we will show
you something!”
Jonathan said to his armor bearer, “Come

up after me, for the LORD has delivered
them into the hand of Israel.” 13 Jonathan
climbed up on his hands and on his feet,
and his armor bearer after him, and they
fell before Jonathan; and his armor bearer
killed them after him. 14 That first slaugh-
ter, which Jonathan and his armor bearer
made, was about twenty men, within as it
were half a furrow’s length in an acre of
land.

15 There was a trembling in the camp, in
the field, and among all the people; the gar-
risonand the raiders also trembled; and the
earth quaked, so there was an exceedingly
great trembling. 16 The watchmen of Saul
in Gibeah of Benjamin looked; and behold,
the multitude melted away and scattered.
17 Then Saul said to the people who were
with him, “Count now, and see who is miss-
ing from us.” When they had counted, be-
hold, Jonathan and his armor bearer were
not there.

18 Saul said to Ahijah, “Bring God’s ark
here.” For God’s ark was with the children
of Israel at that time. 19While Saul talked to
the priest, the tumult that was in the camp
of the Philistines went on and increased;

and Saul said to the priest, “Withdraw your
hand!”

20 Saul and all the people who were with
him were gathered together, and came to
the battle; and behold, they were all strik-
ing each other with their swords in very
great confusion. 21Now the Hebrews who
were with the Philistines before and who
went up with them into the camp from
all around, even they also turned to be
with the Israelites who were with Saul and
Jonathan. 22 Likewise all the men of Is-
rael who had hidden themselves in the hill
country of Ephraim, when they heard that
the Philistines fled, even they also followed
hardafter them in thebattle. 23So theLORD
saved Israel that day; and the battle passed
over by Beth Aven.

24 The men of Israel were distressed that
day; for Saul had adjured the people, say-
ing, “Cursed is the man who eats any food
until it is evening, and I am avenged of my
enemies.” Sononeof thepeople tasted food.

25All the people came into the forest; and
there was honey on the ground. 26 When
the people had come to the forest, behold,
honey was dripping, but no one put his
hand to his mouth, for the people feared
the oath. 27 But Jonathan didn’t hear when
his father commanded the people with the
oath. Therefore he put out the end of the
rod that was in his hand and dipped it in
the honeycomb, and put his hand to his
mouth; and his eyes brightened. 28 Then
one of the people answered, and said, “Your
father directly commanded the peoplewith
an oath, saying, ‘Cursed is themanwho eats
food today.’ ” So the people were faint.

29 Then Jonathan said, “My father has
troubled the land. Please look howmy eyes
have brightened because I tasted a little of
this honey. 30How much more, if perhaps
the people had eaten freely today of the
plunderof their enemieswhich they found?
For now there has been no great slaughter
among the Philistines.” 31 They struck the
Philistines that day from Michmash to Ai-
jalon. Thepeoplewere very faint; 32and the
people pounced on the plunder, and took
sheep, cattle, and calves, and killed themon
the ground; and the people ate them with
the blood. 33 Then they told Saul, saying,
“Behold, the people are sinning against the
LORD, in that they eatmeatwith the blood.”
He said, “You have dealt treacherously.

Roll a large stone to me today!” 34 Saul
said, “Disperse yourselves among the peo-
ple, and tell them, ‘Every man bring me
here his ox, and every man his sheep, and
kill themhere, andeat; anddon’t sinagainst
the LORD in eating meat with the blood.’ ”
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All the people brought every man his ox
with him that night, and killed them there.

35 Saul built an altar to the LORD. This
was the first altar that he built to the
LORD. 36 Saul said, “Let’s go down after
the Philistines by night, and take plunder
among them until the morning light. Let’s
not leave aman of them.”
They said, “Do whatever seems good to

you.”
Then the priest said, “Let’s draw near

here to God.”
37 Saul asked counsel of God: “Shall I go

down after the Philistines? Will you deliver
them into the hand of Israel?” But he didn’t
answer him that day. 38 Saul said, “Draw
near here, all you chiefs of the people, and
know and see in whom this sin has been
today. 39 For as the LORD lives, who saves
Israel, though it is in Jonathan my son, he
shall surely die.” But there was not a man
among all the people who answered him.
40 Then he said to all Israel, “You be on one
side, and I and Jonathan my son will be on
the other side.”
The people said to Saul, “Do what seems

good to you.”
41 Therefore Saul said to the LORD, the

God of Israel, “Show the right.”
Jonathan and Saul were chosen, but the

people escaped.
42 Saul said, “Cast lots between me and

Jonathanmy son.”
Jonathan was selected.
43 Then Saul said to Jonathan, “Tell me

what you have done!”
Jonathan told him, and said, “I certainly

did taste a little honey with the end of the
rod thatwas inmyhand; andbehold, Imust
die.”

44Saul said, “God do so andmore also; for
you shall surely die, Jonathan.”

45Thepeople said to Saul, “Shall Jonathan
die, who has worked this great salvation
in Israel? Far from it! As the LORD lives,
there shallnotonehairofhishead fall to the
ground, for hehasworkedwithGod today!”
So thepeople rescued Jonathan, sohedidn’t
die. 46 Then Saul went up from following
the Philistines; and the Philistines went to
their own place.

47 Now when Saul had taken the king-
dom over Israel, he fought against all his
enemies on every side: against Moab, and
against the children of Ammon, and against
Edom, and against the kings of Zobah,
and against the Philistines. Wherever he
turned himself, he defeated them. 48He did
valiantly andstruck theAmalekites, andde-
livered Israel out of the hands of those who
plundered them. 49 Now the sons of Saul
were Jonathan, Ishvi, and Malchishua; and

the names of his two daughters were these:
the name of the firstborn Merab, and the
name of the younger Michal. 50 The name
of Saul’s wife was Ahinoam the daughter
of Ahimaaz. The name of the captain of
his army was Abner the son of Ner, Saul’s
uncle. 51 Kish was the father of Saul, and
Ner the fatherofAbnerwas the sonofAbiel.

52 There was severe war against the
Philistines all the days of Saul; and when
Saul saw any mighty man or any valiant
man, he took him into his service.

15
1 Samuel said to Saul, “The LORD sent me

to anoint you to be king over his people,
over Israel. Now therefore listen to the
voice of the LORD’s words. 2 The LORD of
Armies says, ‘I remember what Amalek did
to Israel, how he set himself against him
on the way when he came up out of Egypt.
3 Now go and strike Amalek, and utterly
destroy all that they have, and don’t spare
them; but kill bothman andwoman, infant
and nursing baby, ox and sheep, camel and
donkey.’ ”

4Saul summoned thepeople, andcounted
them in Telaim, two hundred thousand
footmen and ten thousand men of Judah.
5Saul came to the city of Amalek, and set an
ambush in the valley. 6Saul said to the Ken-
ites, “Go, depart, go down from among the
Amalekites, lest I destroy you with them;
for you showed kindness to all the children
of Israel when they came up out of Egypt.”
So the Kenites departed from among the
Amalekites.

7 Saul struck the Amalekites, from Havi-
lah as you go to Shur, which is before Egypt.
8 He took Agag the king of the Amalekites
alive, and utterly destroyed all the people
with the edge of the sword. 9 But Saul
and the people spared Agag and the best
of the sheep, of the cattle, of the fat calves,
of the lambs, and all that was good, and
were not willing to utterly destroy them;
buteverything thatwasvileandrefuse, that
they destroyed utterly.

10Then the LORD’sword came to Samuel,
saying, 11 “It grieves me that I have set up
Saul to be king, for he has turned back from
following me, and has not performed my
commandments.” Samuel was angry; and
he cried to the LORD all night.

12 Samuel rose early to meet Saul in the
morning; and Samuel was told, saying,
“Saul came to Carmel, and behold, he set up
amonument for himself, turned, passedon,
and went down to Gilgal.”

13 Samuel came to Saul; and Saul said
to him, “You are blessed by the LORD! I
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have performed the commandment of the
LORD.”

14 Samuel said, “Then what does this
bleating of the sheep in my ears and the
lowing of the cattle which I hear mean?”

15 Saul said, “They have brought them
from the Amalekites; for the people spared
the best of the sheep and of the cattle, to
sacrifice to the LORD your God. We have
utterly destroyed the rest.”

16 Then Samuel said to Saul, “Stay, and I
will tell you what the LORD said to me last
night.”
He said to him, “Say on.”
17Samuel said, “Though youwere little in

your own sight, weren’t youmade the head
of the tribes of Israel? The LORD anointed
you king over Israel; 18 and the LORD sent
you on a journey, and said, ‘Go, and utterly
destroy the sinners the Amalekites, and
fightagainst themuntil theyare consumed.’
19 Why then didn’t you obey the LORD’s
voice, but took the plunder, and did that
which was evil in the LORD’s sight?”

20Saul said to Samuel, “But I have obeyed
the LORD’s voice, and have gone the way
which the LORD sentme, and have brought
Agag the king of Amalek, and have utterly
destroyed the Amalekites. 21But the people
took of the plunder, sheep and cattle, the
best of the devoted things, to sacrifice to the
LORD your God in Gilgal.”

22 Samuel said, “Has the LORD as great
delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as
in obeying the LORD’s voice? Behold, to
obey is better than sacrifice, and to listen
than the fat of rams. 23 For rebellion is
as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness
is as idolatry and teraphim.* Because you
have rejected the LORD’s word, he has also
rejected you from being king.”

24 Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned;
for I have transgressed the commandment
of the LORD and your words, because I
feared the people and obeyed their voice.
25Nowtherefore, pleasepardonmysin, and
turn again with me, that I may worship the
LORD.”

26 Samuel said to Saul, “I will not return
with you; for you have rejected the LORD’s
word, and the LORD has rejected you from
being king over Israel.” 27As Samuel turned
around to go away, Saul grabbed the skirt
of his robe, and it tore. 28 Samuel said to
him, “The LORD has torn the kingdom of
Israel from you today, and has given it to a
neighbor of yours who is better than you.
29Also the Strength of Israel will not lie nor

repent; for he is not a man, that he should
repent.”

30Then he said, “I have sinned; yet please
honor me now before the elders of my peo-
ple and before Israel, and come back with
me, that Imayworship theLORDyourGod.”

31 So Samuel went back with Saul; and
Saul worshiped the LORD. 32 Then Samuel
said, “Bring Agag the king of the Amalekites
here to me!”
Agag came to him cheerfully. Agag said,

“Surely the bitterness of death is past.”
33 Samuel said, “As your sword has made

women childless, so your mother will be
childless amongwomen!” Then Samuel cut
Agag in pieces before the LORD in Gilgal.

34 Then Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul
went up to his house to Gibeah of Saul.
35Samuel camenomore to seeSauluntil the
day of his death, but Samuel mourned for
Saul. The LORD grieved that he had made
Saul king over Israel.

16
1TheLORDsaid toSamuel, “Howlongwill

you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected
him from being king over Israel? Fill your
hornwithoil, andgo. Iwill sendyou to Jesse
theBethlehemite, for I haveprovidedaking
for myself among his sons.”

2 Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul
hears it, he will kill me.”
The LORD said, “Take a heifer with you,

and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the
LORD.’ 3 Call Jesse to the sacrifice, and I
will show you what you shall do. You shall
anoint to me himwhom I name to you.”

4 Samuel did that which the LORD spoke,
and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the
city came to meet him trembling, and said,
“Do you come peaceably?”

5 He said, “Peaceably; I have come to
sacrifice to the LORD. Sanctify yourselves,
andcomewithme to the sacrifice.” Hesanc-
tified Jesse and his sons, and called them
to the sacrifice. 6When they had come, he
lookedatEliab, andsaid, “Surely theLORD’s
anointed is before him.”

7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Don’t
look on his face, or on the height of his
stature, because I have rejected him; for I
don’t see as man sees. For man looks at the
outward appearance, but the LORD looks at
the heart.”

8 Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made
him pass before Samuel. He said, “The
LORD has not chosen this one, either.”
9Then Jesse made Shammah to pass by. He
said, “The LORD has not chosen this one,
either.” 10 Jesse made seven of his sons to

* 15:23 teraphim were household idols that may have been associated with inheritance rights to the household
property.
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pass before Samuel. Samuel said to Jesse,
“TheLORDhasnot chosen these.” 11Samuel
said to Jesse, “Are all your children here?”
He said, “There remains yet the youngest.

Behold, he is keeping the sheep.”
Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and get him,

for we will not sit down until he comes
here.”

12 He sent, and brought him in. Now he
was ruddy, with a handsome face and good
appearance. The LORD said, “Arise! Anoint
him, for this is he.”

13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and
anointed him in the middle of his brothers.
Then the LORD’s Spirit came mightily on
David from that day forward. So Samuel
rose up and went to Ramah. 14 Now the
LORD’s Spirit departed from Saul, and an
evil spirit from the LORD troubled him.
15 Saul’s servants said to him, “See now, an
evil spirit from God troubles you. 16Let our
lord now command your servants who are
in front of you to seek out a man who is a
skillful player on the harp. Then when the
evil spirit from God is on you, he will play
with his hand, and youwill be well.”

17 Saul said to his servants, “Provide me
now a man who can play well, and bring
him tome.”

18 Then one of the young men answered
and said, “Behold, I have seen a son of Jesse
the Bethlehemite who is skillful in playing,
a mighty man of valor, a man of war, pru-
dent in speech, and a handsome person;
and the LORD is with him.”

19 Therefore Saul sent messengers to
Jesse, and said, “Send me David your son,
who is with the sheep.”

20 Jesse took a donkey loaded with bread,
a container of wine, and a young goat, and
sent them by David his son to Saul. 21David
came to Saul and stood before him. He
lovedhimgreatly; andhebecamehisarmor
bearer. 22 Saul sent to Jesse, saying, “Please
let David stand before me, for he has found
favor in my sight.” 23When the spirit from
God was on Saul, David took the harp and
playedwith his hand; so Saulwas refreshed
and was well, and the evil spirit departed
from him.

17
1 Now the Philistines gathered together

their armies to battle; and they were gath-
ered together at Socoh, which belongs to

Judah, and encamped between Socoh and
Azekah in Ephesdammim. 2 Saul and the
men of Israel were gathered together, and
encamped in the valley of Elah, and set the
battle in array against the Philistines. 3The
Philistines stood on the mountain on the
one side, and Israel stood on the mountain
on the other side: and there was a valley
between them. 4 A champion out of the
camp of the Philistines named Goliath of
Gath, whose height was six cubits and a
span*went out. 5Hehadahelmet of bronze
on his head, and hewore a coat ofmail; and
the weight of the coat was five thousand
shekels† of bronze. 6 He had bronze shin
armor on his legs and a bronze javelin be-
tween his shoulders. 7The staff of his spear
was like a weaver’s beam; and his spear’s
head weighed six hundred shekels of iron.‡
His shield bearer went before him. 8 He
stood and cried to the armies of Israel, and
said to them, “Whyhave you comeout to set
your battle in array? Am I not a Philistine,
and you servants to Saul? Choose a man
for yourselves, and let him come down to
me. 9 If he is able to fight with me and kill
me, then will we be your servants; but if I
prevail against him and kill him, then you
will be our servants and serve us.” 10 The
Philistine said, “I defy the armies of Israel
today! Give me a man, that we may fight
together!”

11 When Saul and all Israel heard those
words of the Philistine, theywere dismayed
and greatly afraid. 12 Now David was the
son of that Ephrathite of Bethlehem Judah,
whose name was Jesse; and he had eight
sons. The man was an elderly old man in
the days of Saul. 13 The three oldest sons
of Jesse had gone after Saul to the battle;
and thenamesofhis three sonswhowent to
the battlewere Eliab the firstborn, andnext
to him Abinadab, and the third Shammah.
14 David was the youngest; and the three
oldest followed Saul. 15 Now David went
back and forth fromSaul to feedhis father’s
sheep at Bethlehem.

16 The Philistine came near morning and
evening, and presented himself forty days.

17 Jesse said to David his son, “Now take
for yourbrothers an ephah§of this parched
grain and these ten loaves, and carry them
quickly to the camp to your brothers; 18and
bring these ten cheeses to the captain of
their thousand; and see how your brothers

* 17:4 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters. A span is the length from the tip of aman’s thumb to the tip of his little fingerwhenhis hand is stretched out
(about half a cubit, or 9 inches, or 22.8 cm.) Therefore, Goliathwas about 9 feet and 9 inches or 2.97meters tall. † 17:5
A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 5000 shekels is about 50 kilograms or 110 pounds. ‡ 17:7 A shekel

is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 600 shekels is about 6 kilograms or about 13 pounds. § 17:17 1 ephah is
about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel
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are doing, and bring back news.” 19 Now
Saul, and they, and all the men of Israel
were in the valley of Elah, fighting with the
Philistines.

20 David rose up early in the morning
and left the sheep with a keeper, and took
the provisions and went, as Jesse had com-
manded him. He came to the place of the
wagons as the armywhichwas going out to
the fight shouted for the battle. 21 Israel and
the Philistines put the battle in array, army
against army. 22 David left his baggage in
the hand of the keeper of the baggage and
ran to the army, and came and greeted his
brothers. 23 As he talked with them, be-
hold, the champion, the Philistine of Gath,
Goliath by name, came up out of the ranks
of the Philistines, and said the same words;
and David heard them. 24 All the men of
Israel, when they saw the man, fled from
him andwere terrified. 25Themen of Israel
said, “Have you seen this man who has
come up? He has surely come up to defy
Israel. The king will give great riches to the
man who kills him, and will give him his
daughter, and will make his father’s house
tax-free in Israel.”

26 David spoke to the men who stood by
him, saying, “What shall be done to theman
who kills this Philistine and takes away the
reproach from Israel? Forwho is this uncir-
cumcised Philistine, that he should defy the
armies of the living God?”

27 The people answered him in this way,
saying, “So shall it be done to the man who
kills him.”

28Eliab his oldest brother heard when he
spoke to themen; and Eliab’s anger burned
against David, and he said, “Why have you
come down? With whom have you left
those few sheep in the wilderness? I know
your pride and the evil of your heart; for
youhave comedown that youmight see the
battle.”

29David said, “What have I now done? Is
there not a cause?” 30He turned away from
him toward another, and spoke like that
again; and the people answered him again
the same way. 31 When the words were
heard which David spoke, they rehearsed
them before Saul; and he sent for him.
32David said toSaul, “Letnoman’sheart fail
because of him. Your servant will go and
fight with this Philistine.”

33 Saul said to David, “You are not able to
go against this Philistine to fight with him;
for youarebut a youth, andheamanofwar
from his youth.”

34 David said to Saul, “Your servant was
keeping his father’s sheep; and when a lion
or a bear came and took a lamb out of the
flock, 35 I went out after him, struck him,

and rescued it out of his mouth. When he
arose againstme, I caught himbyhis beard,
struck him, and killed him. 36 Your servant
struck both the lion and the bear. This
uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one of
them, since he has defied the armies of the
living God.” 37David said, “The LORD, who
delivered me out of the paw of the lion and
out of the paw of the bear, will deliver me
out of the hand of this Philistine.”
Saul said to David, “Go! The LORDwill be

with you.”
38 Saul dressed David with his clothing.

He put a helmet of bronze on his head, and
he clad him with a coat of mail. 39 David
strapped his sword on his clothing and he
tried tomove, for hehadnot tested it. David
said to Saul, “I can’t gowith these, for I have
not tested them.” ThenDavid took themoff.

40He took his staff in his hand, and chose
for himself five smooth stones out of the
brook, and put them in the pouch of his
shepherd’s bag which he had. His sling
was in his hand; and he came near to the
Philistine. 41 The Philistine walked and
came near to David; and themanwho bore
the shield went before him. 42 When the
Philistine looked around and sawDavid, he
disdained him; for he was but a youth, and
ruddy, and had a good looking face. 43 The
Philistine said to David, “Am I a dog, that
you come tomewith sticks?” The Philistine
cursed David by his gods. 44 The Philistine
said to David, “Come to me, and I will give
your flesh to the birds of the sky and to the
animals of the field.”

45 Then David said to the Philistine, “You
come to me with a sword, with a spear,
and with a javelin; but I come to you in the
name of the LORD of Armies, the God of
the armies of Israel, whomyouhave defied.
46Today, the LORD will deliver you into my
hand. I will strike you and take your head
from off you. I will give the dead bodies
of the army of the Philistines today to the
birds of the sky and to the wild animals of
the earth, that all the earth may know that
there is a God in Israel, 47 and that all this
assembly may know that the LORD doesn’t
save with sword and spear; for the battle
is the LORD’s, and he will give you into our
hand.”

48When the Philistine arose, and walked
and came near to meet David, David hur-
ried and ran toward the army to meet the
Philistine. 49David put his hand in his bag,
took a stone and slung it, and struck the
Philistine in his forehead. The stone sank
into his forehead, and he fell on his face
to the earth. 50 So David prevailed over
the Philistine with a sling and with a stone,
and struck thePhilistine andkilledhim; but
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therewasnosword inDavid’shand. 51Then
David ran, stoodover thePhilistine, tookhis
sword, drew it out of its sheath, killed him,
and cut off his head with it.
When thePhilistines saw that their cham-

pion was dead, they fled. 52 The men
of Israel and of Judah arose and shouted,
and pursued the Philistines as far as Gai
and to the gates of Ekron. The wounded
of the Philistines fell down by the way to
Shaaraim, even toGath and to Ekron. 53The
children of Israel returned from chasing
after the Philistines, and they plundered
their camp. 54 David took the head of the
Philistine and brought it to Jerusalem, but
he put his armor in his tent. 55When Saul
saw David go out against the Philistine, he
said to Abner, the captain of the army, “Ab-
ner, whose son is this youth?”
Abner said, “As your soul lives, O king, I

can’t tell.”
56 The king said, “Inquire whose son the

youngman is!”
57 As David returned from the slaugh-

ter of the Philistine, Abner took him and
brought him before Saul with the head of
the Philistine in his hand. 58 Saul said to
him, “Whose son are you, you youngman?”
David answered, “I am the son of your

servant Jesse the Bethlehemite.”

18
1When he had finished speaking to Saul,

the soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul
of David, and Jonathan loved him as his
own soul. 2 Saul took him that day, and
wouldn’t let him go home to his father’s
houseanymore. 3Then JonathanandDavid
made a covenant, because he loved him as
his own soul. 4 Jonathan stripped himself
of the robe that was on him and gave it to
David with his clothing, even including his
sword, his bow, and his sash.

5Davidwent outwherever Saul sent him,
and behaved himself wisely; and Saul set
him over themen of war. It was good in the
sight of all the people, and also in the sight
of Saul’s servants.

6 As they came, when David returned
from the slaughter of the Philistine, the
women came out of all the cities of Israel,
singing anddancing, tomeet King Saulwith
tambourines, with joy, and with instru-
ments of music. 7 The women sang to one
another as they played, and said,
“Saul has slain his thousands,

and David his ten thousands.”
8Saul was very angry, and this saying dis-

pleased him. He said, “They have credited
David with ten thousands, and they have
only creditedmewith thousands. What can
he have more but the kingdom?” 9 Saul

watched David from that day and forward.
10 On the next day, an evil spirit from God
came mightily on Saul, and he prophesied
in the middle of the house. David played
with his hand, as he did day by day. Saul
had his spear in his hand; 11and Saul threw
the spear, for he said, “I will pin David to
thewall!” David escaped from his presence
twice. 12 Saul was afraid of David, because
the LORD was with him, and had departed
from Saul. 13 Therefore Saul removed him
from his presence, and made him his cap-
tain over a thousand; and he went out and
came in before the people.

14David behaved himself wisely in all his
ways; and the LORDwaswith him. 15When
Saul saw that he behaved himself very
wisely, he stood in awe of him. 16 But all
Israel and Judah loved David; for he went
out and came in before them. 17Saul said to
David, “Behold,my elder daughterMerab. I
will give her to you as wife. Only be valiant
for me, and fight the LORD’s battles.” For
Saul said, “Don’t let my hand be on him, but
let the hand of the Philistines be on him.”

18David said to Saul, “WhoamI, andwhat
is my life, or my father’s family in Israel,
that I should be son-in-law to the king?”

19 But at the time when Merab, Saul’s
daughter, should have been given to David,
she was given to Adriel the Meholathite as
wife.

20 Michal, Saul’s daughter, loved David;
and they told Saul, and the thing pleased
him. 21 Saul said, I will give her to him,
that she may be a snare to him and that the
hand of the Philistines may be against him.
Therefore Saul said to David a second time,
“You shall today bemy son-in-law.”

22 Saul commanded his servants, “Talk
with David secretly, and say, ‘Behold, the
king has delight in you, and all his servants
love you. Now therefore be the king’s son-
in-law.’ ”

23 Saul’s servants spoke those words in
the ears of David. David said, “Does it seem
to you a light thing to be the king’s son-
in-law, since I am a poor man and little
known?”

24 The servants of Saul told him, saying,
“David spoke like this.”

25 Saul said, “Tell David, ‘The king de-
sires no dowry except one hundred fore-
skins of the Philistines, to be avenged of
the king’s enemies.’ ” Now Saul thought he
would make David fall by the hand of the
Philistines. 26When his servants told David
these words, it pleased David well to be
the king’s son-in-law. Before the dead-
line, 27 David arose and went, he and his
men, and killed two hundred men of the
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Philistines. Then David brought their fore-
skins, and they gave them in full number
to the king, that he might be the king’s
son-in-law. Then Saul gave him Michal his
daughter as wife. 28 Saul saw and knew
that the LORD was with David; and Michal,
Saul’s daughter, lovedhim. 29Saulwas even
more afraid of David; and Saul was David’s
enemy continually.

30Then the princes of the Philistineswent
out; and as often as theywent out, David be-
haved himself more wisely than all the ser-
vants of Saul, so that his name was highly
esteemed.

19
1Saul spoke to Jonathan his son and to all

his servants, that they shouldkillDavid. But
Jonathan, Saul’s son, greatly delighted in
David. 2 Jonathan told David, saying, “Saul
my father seeks to kill you. Now therefore,
please take care of yourself in themorning,
live in a secret place, and hide yourself. 3 I
will goout and standbesidemy father in the
field where you are, and I will talk with my
father about you; and if I see anything, Iwill
tell you.”

4 Jonathan spoke good of David to Saul
his father, and said to him, “Don’t let the
king sin against his servant, against David;
because he has not sinned against you, and
because his works have been very good
toward you; 5 for he put his life in his hand
and struck the Philistine, and the LORD
worked a great victory for all Israel. You
saw it and rejoiced. Why then will you sin
against innocent blood, to kill David with-
out a cause?”

6 Saul listened to the voice of Jonathan;
and Saul swore, “As the LORD lives, he shall
not be put to death.”

7 Jonathan called David, and Jonathan
showedhimall those things. Then Jonathan
brought David to Saul, and he was in his
presence as before.

8 There was war again. David went out
and fought with the Philistines, and killed
them with a great slaughter; and they fled
before him.

9Anevil spirit from theLORDwasonSaul
as he sat in his house with his spear in his
hand; and David was playing music with
his hand. 10 Saul sought to pin David to the
wallwith the spear, but he slipped away out
of Saul’s presence; and he stuck the spear
into the wall. David fled and escaped that
night. 11 Saul sent messengers to David’s
house to watch him and to kill him in the
morning. Michal, David’s wife, told him,
saying, “If you don’t save your life tonight,

tomorrow you will be killed.” 12 So Michal
let David down through the window. He
went away, fled, and escaped. 13 Michal
took the teraphim* and laid it in the bed,
andputapillowofgoats’hairat itsheadand
covered it with clothes. 14When Saul sent
messengers to take David, she said, “He is
sick.”

15 Saul sent the messengers to see David,
saying, “Bring him up tome in the bed, that
I may kill him.” 16 When the messengers
came in, behold, the teraphim was in the
bed,with thepillowofgoats’hairat itshead.

17 Saul said to Michal, “Why have you
deceived me like this and let my enemy go,
so that he has escaped?”
Michal answered Saul, “He said to me,

‘Let me go! Why should I kill you?’ ”
18NowDavid fled and escaped, and came

to Samuel at Ramah, and told him all that
Saul had done to him. He and Samuel went
and lived inNaioth. 19Saulwas told, saying,
“Behold, David is at Naioth in Ramah.”

20 Saul sent messengers to seize David;
and when they saw the company of the
prophets prophesying, and Samuel stand-
ing as head over them, God’s Spirit came
on Saul’s messengers, and they also proph-
esied. 21When Saul was told, he sent other
messengers, and they also prophesied. Saul
sent messengers again the third time, and
they also prophesied. 22 Then he also went
to Ramah, and came to the great well that is
in Secu: and he asked, “Where are Samuel
and David?”
One said, “Behold, they are at Naioth in

Ramah.”
23 He went there to Naioth in Ramah.

Then God’s Spirit came on him also, and he
went on, and prophesied, until he came to
Naioth in Ramah. 24He also stripped off his
clothes. He also prophesied before Samuel
and lay down naked all that day and all
that night. Therefore they say, “Is Saul also
among the prophets?”

20
1 David fled from Naioth in Ramah, and

came and said to Jonathan, “What have I
done? What is my iniquity? What is my sin
before your father, that he seeks my life?”

2He said to him, “Far from it; youwill not
die. Behold, my father does nothing either
great or small, but that he discloses it tome.
Why would my father hide this thing from
me? It is not so.”

3David swore moreover, and said, “Your
father knowswell that I have found favor in
your eyes; and he says, ‘Don’t let Jonathan

* 19:13 teraphim were household idols that may have been associated with inheritance rights to the household
property.
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know this, lest he be grieved;’ but truly as
the LORD lives, and as your soul lives, there
is but a step betweenme and death.”

4Then Jonathan said toDavid, “Whatever
your soul desires, I will even do it for you.”

5David said to Jonathan, “Behold, tomor-
row is the new moon, and I should not fail
to dine with the king; but let me go, that
I may hide myself in the field to the third
day at evening. 6 If your father misses me
at all, then say, ‘David earnestly asked leave
of me that he might run to Bethlehem, his
city; for it is the yearly sacrifice there for
all the family.’ 7 If he says, ‘It is well,’ your
servant shall have peace; but if he is angry,
then know that evil is determined by him.
8 Therefore deal kindly with your servant,
for you have brought your servant into a
covenant of the LORDwith you; but if there
is iniquity in me, kill me yourself, for why
should you bringme to your father?”

9 Jonathan said, “Far be it from you; for
if I should at all know that evil were deter-
mined by my father to come on you, then
wouldn’t I tell you that?”

10ThenDavid said to Jonathan, “Whowill
tellme if your fatheranswersyouroughly?”

11 Jonathan said to David, “Come! Let’s
go out into the field.” They both went out
into the field. 12 Jonathan said to David,
“By the LORD, the God of Israel, when I
have sounded outmy father about this time
tomorrow, or the third day, behold, if there
is good toward David, won’t I then send to
you and disclose it to you? 13 The LORD
do so to Jonathan and more also, should it
please my father to do you evil, if I don’t
disclose it to you and send you away, that
you may go in peace. May the LORD be
with you as he has been with my father.
14 You shall not only show me the loving
kindness of the LORD while I still live, that
I not die; 15 but you shall also not cut off
your kindness from my house forever, no,
not when the LORD has cut off every one
of the enemies of David from the surface of
the earth.” 16 So Jonathanmade a covenant
with David’s house, saying, “The LORD will
require it at the hand of David’s enemies.”

17 Jonathan caused David to swear again,
for the love that he had to him; for he loved
him as he loved his own soul. 18 Then
Jonathan said to him, “Tomorrow is the
newmoon, and youwill bemissed, because
your seat will be empty. 19When you have
stayed three days, go down quickly and
come to the place where you hid yourself
when this started, and remain by the stone
Ezel. 20 I will shoot three arrows on its side,
as though I shot at a mark. 21Behold, I will
send the boy, saying, ‘Go, find the arrows!’
If I tell the boy, ‘Behold, the arrows are on

this side of you. Take them;’ then come,
for there is peace to you and no danger, as
the LORD lives. 22 But if I say this to the
boy, ‘Behold, the arrows are beyond you,’
then go yourway, for theLORDhas sent you
away. 23 Concerning the matter which you
and I have spoken of, behold, the LORD is
between you andme forever.”

24So David hid himself in the field. When
the new moon had come, the king sat him-
self down to eat food. 25 The king sat on
his seat, as at other times, even on the seat
by the wall; and Jonathan stood up, and
Abner sat by Saul’s side, but David’s place
was empty. 26Nevertheless Saul didn’t say
anything that day, for he thought, “Some-
thing has happened to him. He is not clean.
Surely he is not clean.”

27Onthenextdayafter thenewmoon, the
second day, David’s place was empty. Saul
said to Jonathan his son, “Why didn’t the
son of Jesse come to eat, either yesterday, or
today?”

28 Jonathan answered Saul, “David
earnestly asked permission of me to go to
Bethlehem. 29He said, ‘Please let me go, for
our family has a sacrifice in the city. My
brother has commanded me to be there.
Now, if I have found favor in your eyes,
please letme go away and seemy brothers.’
Therefore he has not come to the king’s
table.”

30 Then Saul’s anger burned against
Jonathan, and he said to him, “You son of
a perverse rebellious woman, don’t I know
that you have chosen the son of Jesse to
your own shame, and to the shame of your
mother’s nakedness? 31 For as long as the
son of Jesse lives on the earth, you will
not be established, nor will your kingdom.
Therefore now send and bring him to me,
for he shall surely die!”

32 Jonathan answered Saul his father, and
said tohim, “Whyshouldhebeput todeath?
What has he done?”

33 Saul cast his spear at him to strike
him. By this Jonathan knew that his fa-
ther was determined to put David to death.
34So Jonathan arose from the table in fierce
anger, and ate no food the second day of
the month; for he was grieved for David,
because his father had treated him shame-
fully.

35 In themorning, Jonathanwent out into
the field at the time appointed with David,
and a little boy with him. 36 He said to
his boy, “Run, find now the arrows which
I shoot.” As the boy ran, he shot an arrow
beyond him. 37When the boy had come to
the place of the arrow which Jonathan had
shot, Jonathan cried after the boy, and said,
“Isn’t the arrow beyond you?” 38 Jonathan
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cried after the boy, “Go fast! Hurry! Don’t
delay!” Jonathan’s boy gathered up the ar-
rows, and came to hismaster. 39But the boy
didn’t know anything. Only Jonathan and
David knew the matter. 40 Jonathan gave
hisweapons to his boy, and said to him, “Go,
carry them to the city.”

41 As soon as the boy was gone, David
arose out of the south, and fell on his face
to the ground, and bowed himself three
times. They kissed one another and wept
with one another, and Davidwept themost.
42 Jonathan said to David, “Go in peace,
because we have both sworn in the LORD’s
name, saying, ‘The LORD is between me
and you, and between my offspring and
your offspring, forever.’ ” He arose and de-
parted; and Jonathan went into the city.

21
1 Then David came to Nob to Ahimelech

the priest. Ahimelech came to meet David
trembling, and said to him, “Why are you
alone, and no man with you?” 2 David
said to Ahimelech the priest, “The king has
commanded me to do something, and has
said tome, ‘Letnooneknowanything about
the business about which I send you, and
what I have commanded you. I have sent
the young men to a certain place.’ 3 Now
therefore what is under your hand? Please
give me five loaves of bread in my hand, or
whatever is available.”

4 The priest answered David, and said, “I
have no common bread, but there is holy
bread; if only the young men have kept
themselves fromwomen.”

5 David answered the priest, and said to
him, “Truly, women have been kept from
us as usual these three days. When I came
out, the vessels of the youngmenwere holy,
though it was only a common journey. How
muchmore then today shall their vessels be
holy?” 6 So the priest gave him holy bread;
for there was no bread there but the show
bread thatwas taken frombefore theLORD,
to be replaced with hot bread in the day
when it was taken away.

7 Now a certain man of the servants of
Saulwas there that day, detained before the
LORD; and his namewas Doeg the Edomite,
the best of the herdsmen who belonged to
Saul.

8 David said to Ahimelech, “Isn’t there
here under your hand spear or sword? For
I haven’t broughtmy sword ormyweapons
with me, because the king’s business re-
quired haste.”

9 The priest said, “Behold, the sword of
Goliath the Philistine, whom you killed in
thevalley of Elah, is herewrapped ina cloth
behind the ephod. If you would like to take

that, take it, for there is no other except that
here.”
David said, “There is none like that. Give

it to me.”
10 David arose and fled that day for fear

of Saul, andwent to Achish the king of Gath.
11 The servants of Achish said to him, “Isn’t
this David the king of the land? Didn’t they
sing to one another about him in dances,
saying,
‘Saul has slain his thousands,

and David his ten thousands’?”
12David laid up these words in his heart,

and was very afraid of Achish the king of
Gath. 13 He changed his behavior before
them and pretended to be insane in their
hands, and scribbled on the doors of the
gate, and let his spittle fall down on his
beard. 14 Then Achish said to his servants,
“Look, you see the man is insane. Why
then have you brought him to me? 15 Do
I lack madmen, that you have brought this
fellow to play themadman inmy presence?
Should this fellow come into my house?”

22
1 David therefore departed from there

and escaped to Adullam’s cave. When his
brothers and all his father’s house heard it,
they went down there to him. 2 Everyone
who was in distress, everyone who was in
debt, and everyone who was discontented
gathered themselves tohim; andhebecame
captain over them. There were with him
about four hundred men. 3 David went
from there to Mizpeh of Moab; and he said
to the king of Moab, “Please let my father
and my mother come out to you, until I
know what God will do for me.” 4 He
brought them before the king of Moab; and
they lived with him all the time that David
was in the stronghold. 5 The prophet Gad
said to David, “Don’t stay in the stronghold.
Depart, and go into the land of Judah.”
Then David departed, and came into the

forest of Hereth.
6 Saul heard that David was discovered,

with themenwhowerewithhim. NowSaul
was sitting in Gibeah, under the tamarisk
tree in Ramah, with his spear in his hand,
and all his servants were standing around
him. 7 Saul said to his servants who stood
around him, “Hear now, you Benjamites!
Will the son of Jesse give everyone of you
fields and vineyards? Will he make you
all captains of thousands and captains of
hundreds? 8 Is that why all of you have
conspired against me, and there is no one
who discloses to me when my son makes
a treaty with the son of Jesse, and there is
noneof youwho is sorry forme, ordiscloses
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tome thatmy sonhas stirred upmy servant
against me, to lie in wait, as it is today?”

9 Then Doeg the Edomite, who stood by
the servants of Saul, answered and said, “I
saw the sonof Jesse coming toNob, toAhim-
elech the son of Ahitub. 10 He inquired of
the LORD for him, gave him food, and gave
him the sword of Goliath the Philistine.”

11Then theking sent to callAhimelech the
priest, the son of Ahitub, and all his father’s
house, the priests who were in Nob; and
they all came to the king. 12Saul said, “Hear
now, you son of Ahitub.”
He answered, “Here I am, my lord.”
13 Saul said to him, “Why have you con-

spired against me, you and the son of Jesse,
in that you have given him bread, and a
sword, and have inquired of God for him,
that he should rise againstme, to lie inwait,
as it is today?”

14 Then Ahimelech answered the king,
and said, “Who among all your servants
is so faithful as David, who is the king’s
son-in-law, captain of your body guard, and
honored in your house? 15 Have I today
begun to inquire of God for him? Be it far
fromme! Don’t let theking imputeanything
to his servant, nor to all the house of my
father; for your servant knewnothing of all
this, less or more.”

16 The king said, “You shall surely die,
Ahimelech, you and all your father’s
house.” 17 The king said to the guard who
stood about him, “Turn and kill the priests
of the LORD, because their hand also is
with David, and because they knew that
he fled and didn’t disclose it to me.” But the
servants of the king wouldn’t put out their
hand to fall on the priests of the LORD.

18The king said to Doeg, “Turn and attack
the priests!”
Doeg theEdomite turned, andheattacked

the priests, and he killed on that day eighty-
five people who wore a linen ephod. 19He
struck Nob, the city of the priests, with the
edge of the sword—both men and women,
children and nursing babies, and cattle,
donkeys, and sheep, with the edge of the
sword. 20 One of the sons of Ahimelech
the son of Ahitub, named Abiathar, escaped
and fled after David. 21Abiathar told David
that Saul had slain the LORD’s priests.

22David said to Abiathar, “I knew on that
day, whenDoeg the Edomitewas there, that
he would surely tell Saul. I am responsible
for the death of all the persons of your
father’s house. 23 Stay with me. Don’t be
afraid, for he who seeks my life seeks your
life. You will be safe withme.”

23
1David was told, “Behold, the Philistines

are fighting against Keilah, and are robbing
the threshing floors.”

2 Therefore David inquired of the
LORD, saying, “Shall I go and strike these
Philistines?”
The LORD said to David, “Go strike the

Philistines, and save Keilah.”
3David’smen said tohim, “Behold,weare

afraid here in Judah. Howmuchmore then
if we go to Keilah against the armies of the
Philistines?”

4 Then David inquired of the LORD yet
again. The LORD answered him, and said,
“Arise, go down to Keilah; for I will deliver
the Philistines into your hand.”

5 David and his men went to Keilah and
fought with the Philistines, and brought
away their livestock, and killed themwith a
great slaughter. So David saved the inhabi-
tants of Keilah.

6 When Abiathar the son of Ahimelech
fled to David to Keilah, he came down with
an ephod in his hand.

7 Saul was told that David had come to
Keilah. Saul said, “God has delivered him
into my hand, for he is shut in by enter-
ing into a town that has gates and bars.”
8 Saul summoned all the people to war, to
go down to Keilah to besiege David and his
men. 9 David knew that Saul was devising
mischief against him. He said to Abiathar
the priest, “Bring the ephod here.” 10 Then
David said, “OLORD, the God of Israel, your
servant has surely heard that Saul seeks to
come to Keilah to destroy the city for my
sake. 11Will the men of Keilah deliver me
up into his hand? Will Saul come down, as
your servant has heard? LORD, the God of
Israel, I beg you, tell your servant.”
The LORD said, “Hewill come down.”
12 Then David said, “Will the men of

Keilah deliver me and my men into the
hand of Saul?”
The LORD said, “They will deliver you

up.”
13 Then David and his men, who were

about six hundred, arose and departed out
of Keilah andwentwherever they could go.
Saul was told that David had escaped from
Keilah; andhe gaveup going there. 14David
stayed in thewilderness in the strongholds,
and remained in the hill country in the
wilderness of Ziph. Saul sought him every
day, but God didn’t deliver him into his
hand. 15David saw that Saul had come out
to seek his life. Davidwas in thewilderness
of Ziph in the woods.

16 Jonathan, Saul’s son, arose and went
to David into the woods, and strengthened
his hand in God. 17 He said to him, “Don’t
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be afraid, for the hand of Saul my father
won’t find you; and you will be king over
Israel, and Iwill be next to you; and Saulmy
father knows that also.” 18They both made
a covenant before the LORD. Then David
stayed in the woods and Jonathan went to
his house.

19 Then the Ziphites came up to Saul to
Gibeah, saying, “Doesn’t David hide himself
with us in the strongholds in the woods, in
the hill of Hachilah, which is on the south of
the desert? 20Now therefore, O king, come
down. According to all the desire of your
soul to come down; and our part will be to
deliver him up into the king’s hand.”

21 Saul said, “You are blessed by the
LORD, for you have had compassion onme.
22 Please go make yet more sure, and know
and see his place where his haunt is, and
whohas seenhimthere; for Ihavebeen told
that he is very cunning. 23 See therefore,
and takeknowledgeof all the lurkingplaces
where he hides himself; and come again to
me with certainty, and I will go with you. It
shall happen, if he is in the land, that I will
search him out among all the thousands of
Judah.”

24 They arose, and went to Ziph before
Saul; but David and his men were in the
wilderness of Maon, in the Arabah on the
south of the desert. 25 Saul and his men
went to seek him. When David was told,
he went down to the rock, and stayed in
the wilderness of Maon. When Saul heard
that, he pursued David in the wilderness
of Maon. 26 Saul went on this side of the
mountain, and David and his men on that
side of the mountain; and David hurried
to get away for fear of Saul, for Saul and
his men surrounded David and his men
to take them. 27 But a messenger came
to Saul, saying, “Hurry and come, for the
Philistines have made a raid on the land!”
28 So Saul returned from pursuing David,
and went against the Philistines. Therefore
they called that place SelaHammahlekoth.*

29David went up from there and lived in
the strongholds of En Gedi.

24
1WhenSaul had returned from following

the Philistines, he was told, “Behold, David
is in thewilderness of En Gedi.” 2Then Saul
took three thousand chosen men out of all
Israel, and went to seek David and his men
on the rocks of the wild goats. 3He came to
the sheep pens by theway, where therewas
a cave; and Saul went in to relieve himself.
Now David and his men were staying in
the innermost parts of the cave. 4 David’s

men said to him, “Behold, the day of which
the LORD said to you, ‘Behold, I will deliver
your enemy into your hand, and you shall
do to him as it shall seem good to you.’ ”
Then David arose and cut off the skirt of
Saul’s robe secretly. 5 Afterward, David’s
heart struck him because he had cut off
Saul’s skirt. 6 He said to his men, “The
LORD forbid that I should do this thing to
my lord, the LORD’s anointed, to stretch out
myhand against him, since he is the LORD’s
anointed.” 7So David checked hismenwith
these words, and didn’t allow them to rise
against Saul. Saul rose up out of the cave,
and went on his way. 8 David also arose
afterward, and went out of the cave and
cried after Saul, saying, “My lord the king!”
When Saul looked behind him, David

bowed with his face to the earth, and
showed respect. 9David said to Saul, “Why
do you listen to men’s words, saying, ‘Be-
hold, David seeks to harm you’? 10 Behold,
today your eyes have seen how the LORD
had delivered you today into my hand in
the cave. Some urged me to kill you, but
I spared you. I said, ‘I will not stretch
out my hand against my lord, for he is the
LORD’s anointed.’ 11 Moreover, my father,
behold, yes, see the skirt of your robe inmy
hand; for in that I cut off the skirt of your
robe and didn’t kill you, know and see that
there is neither evil nor disobedience inmy
hand. I havenot sinnedagainst you, though
you hunt for my life to take it. 12 May the
LORD judge between me and you, and may
the LORD avenge me of you; but my hand
will not be on you. 13 As the proverb of
the ancients says, ‘Out of the wicked comes
wickedness;’ but my hand will not be on
you. 14Against whom has the king of Israel
come out? Whom do you pursue? A dead
dog? A flea? 15 May the LORD therefore
be judge, and give sentence between me
and you, and see, and plead my cause, and
deliver me out of your hand.”

16 It came to pass, when David had fin-
ished speaking these words to Saul, that
Saul said, “Is that your voice, my son
David?” Saul lifted up his voice and wept.
17 He said to David, “You are more righ-
teous than I; for you have done good to me,
whereas I have done evil to you. 18 You
have declared today how you have dealt
well with me, because when the LORD had
delivered me up into your hand, you didn’t
kill me. 19For if a man finds his enemy, will
he let him go away unharmed? Therefore
may the LORD reward you good for that
which you have done to me today. 20Now,
behold, I know that you will surely be king,

* 23:28 “Sela Hammahlekoth” means “rock of parting”.
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and that the kingdomof Israelwill be estab-
lished inyourhand. 21Swearnowtherefore
to me by the LORD that you will not cut off
my offspring afterme, and that youwill not
destroymy name out of my father’s house.”

22David swore to Saul. Saul went home,
but David and his men went up to the
stronghold.

25
1 Samuel died; and all Israel gathered

themselves together and mourned for him,
and buried him at his house at Ramah.
Then David arose and went down to the

wilderness of Paran. 2 There was a man in
Maon whose possessions were in Carmel;
and the man was very great. He had three
thousand sheep and a thousand goats; and
hewas shearing his sheep in Carmel. 3Now
the name of the man was Nabal; and the
name of his wife Abigail. This woman was
intelligent and had a beautiful face; but the
man was surly and evil in his doings. He
was of the house of Caleb. 4 David heard
in the wilderness that Nabal was shearing
his sheep. 5 David sent ten young men;
and David said to the young men, “Go up
to Carmel, and go to Nabal, and greet him
in my name. 6 Tell him, ‘Long life to you!
Peace be to you! Peace be to your house!
Peace be to all that you have! 7 Now I
have heard that you have shearers. Your
shepherds have now been with us, and we
didn’t harm them. Nothing was missing
from themall the time theywere in Carmel.
8 Ask your young men, and they will tell
you. Therefore let the youngmenfind favor
in your eyes, for we come on a good day.
Please givewhatever comes to your hand to
your servants and to your son David.’ ”

9 When David’s young men came, they
spoke to Nabal all those words in the name
of David, and waited.

10 Nabal answered David’s servants and
said, “Who is David? Who is the son of
Jesse? There are many servants who break
away fromtheirmasters thesedays. 11Shall
I then take my bread, my water, and my
meat that I have killed formy shearers, and
give it to menwho I don’t knowwhere they
come from?”

12 So David’s young men turned on their
way andwent back, and came and told him
all these words.

13David said to his men, “Every man put
on his sword!”
Every man put on his sword. David also

put on his sword. About four hundredmen
followedDavid, and twohundred stayed by
the baggage.

14 But one of the young men told Abigail,
Nabal’s wife, saying, “Behold, David sent
messengers out of the wilderness to greet
our master; and he insulted them. 15 But
themenwere very good to us, andwewere
not harmed, and we didn’t miss anything
as long as we went with them, when we
were in the fields. 16They were a wall to us
both by night and by day, all the while we
were with them keeping the sheep. 17Now
therefore know and consider what youwill
do; for evil is determined against our mas-
ter and against all his house, for he is such
a worthless fellow that one can’t speak to
him.”

18ThenAbigail hurriedand took twohun-
dred loaves of bread, two containers of
wine, five sheep ready dressed, five seahs*
of parched grain, one hundred clusters of
raisins, and two hundred cakes of figs, and
laid them on donkeys. 19 She said to her
young men, “Go on before me. Behold, I
am coming after you.” But she didn’t tell
her husband, Nabal. 20 As she rode on
her donkey, and came down hidden by the
mountain, behold, David and hismen came
down toward her, and shemet them.

21 Now David had said, “Surely in vain
I have kept all that this fellow has in the
wilderness, so that nothing was missed of
all that pertained to him. He has returned
meevil for good. 22Goddo so to the enemies
of David, and more also, if I leave of all
that belongs to him by the morning light so
much as one who urinates on a wall.”†

23 When Abigail saw David, she hurried
and got off her donkey, and fell before
David on her face and bowed herself to the
ground. 24 She fell at his feet and said, “On
me, my lord, onme be the blame! Please let
your servant speak in your ears. Hear the
wordsof your servant. 25Pleasedon’t letmy
lord pay attention to this worthless fellow,
Nabal, for as his name is, so is he. Nabal‡
is his name, and folly is with him; but I,
your servant, didn’t see my lord’s young
men whom you sent. 26Now therefore, my
lord, as the LORD lives and as your soul
lives, since theLORDhaswithheldyou from
blood guiltiness and from avenging your-
self with your own hand, now therefore let
your enemies and those who seek evil to
my lord be as Nabal. 27 Now this present
which your servant has brought tomy lord,
let it be given to the young men who follow
my lord. 28 Please forgive the trespass of
your servant. For the LORD will certainly
make my lord a sure house, because my
lord fights the LORD’s battles. Evil will not

* 25:18 1 seah is about 7 liters or 1.9 gallons or 0.8 pecks † 25:22 or, male. ‡ 25:25 “Nabal” means “foolish”.
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be found in you all your days. 29 Though
men may rise up to pursue you and to seek
your soul, yet the soul of my lord will be
bound in the bundle of life with the LORD
your God. Hewill sling out the souls of your
enemies as from a sling’s pocket. 30 It will
come to pass, when the LORD has done to
my lordaccording to all the good that hehas
spoken concerning you, and has appointed
you prince over Israel, 31 that this shall
be no grief to you, nor offense of heart to
my lord, either that you have shed blood
without cause, or that my lord has avenged
himself. When theLORDhasdealtwellwith
my lord, then remember your servant.”

32 David said to Abigail, “Blessed is the
LORD, the God of Israel, who sent you to-
day to meet me! 33 Blessed is your discre-
tion, and blessed are you, who have kept
me today from blood guiltiness, and from
avenging myself with my own hand. 34 For
indeed, as the LORD the God of Israel lives,
who has withheld me from harming you,
unless you had hurried and come to meet
me, surely there wouldn’t have been left to
Nabal by the morning light so much as one
who urinates on a wall.”§

35 So David received from her hand that
which she had brought him. Then he said
to her, “Go up in peace to your house. Be-
hold, I have listened to your voice and have
granted your request.”

36 Abigail came to Nabal; and behold, he
held a feast in his house like the feast of a
king. Nabal’s heart was merry within him,
for he was very drunk. Therefore she told
him nothing until the morning light. 37 In
the morning, when the wine had gone out
of Nabal, hiswife told him these things; and
his heart died within him, and he became
as a stone. 38 About ten days later, the
LORDstruckNabal, so that hedied. 39When
David heard that Nabal was dead, he said,
“Blessed is the LORD, who has pleaded the
cause of my reproach from the hand of
Nabal, and has kept back his servant from
evil. The LORD has returned the evildoing
of Nabal on his own head.”
David sent and spoke concerning Abigail,

to take her to himself as wife. 40 When
David’s servants had come to Abigail to
Carmel, they spoke to her, saying, “David
has sent us to you, to take you to him as
wife.”

41 She arose and bowed herself with her
face to the earth, and said, “Behold, your
servant is a servant to wash the feet of the
servants of my lord.” 42 Abigail hurriedly
arose and rode on a donkey with her five
maidswho followedher; and shewent after

the messengers of David, and became his
wife. 43David also took Ahinoam of Jezreel;
and they both became his wives.

44Now Saul had given Michal his daugh-
ter, David’s wife, to Palti the son of Laish,
who was of Gallim.

26
1TheZiphites came to Saul toGibeah, say-

ing, “Doesn’t David hide himself in the hill
of Hachilah, which is before the desert?”
2 Then Saul arose and went down to the
wilderness of Ziph, having three thousand
chosen men of Israel with him, to seek
David in the wilderness of Ziph. 3 Saul
encamped in the hill of Hachilah, which is
before the desert, by the way. But David
stayed in the wilderness, and he saw that
Saul came after him into the wilderness.
4David therefore sent out spies, and under-
stood that Saul had certainly come. 5 Then
David arose and came to the place where
Saul had encamped; and David saw the
place where Saul lay, with Abner the son of
Ner, the captain of his army. Saul laywithin
the place of the wagons, and the people
were encamped around him.

6Then David answered and said to Ahim-
elech the Hittite, and to Abishai the son of
Zeruiah, brother of Joab, saying, “Who will
go downwithme to Saul to the camp?”
Abishai said, “I will go down with you.”

7 So David and Abishai came to the peo-
ple by night; and, behold, Saul lay sleep-
ing within the place of the wagons, with
his spear stuck in the ground at his head;
and Abner and the people lay around him.
8ThenAbishai said toDavid, “Godhasdeliv-
ered up your enemy into your hand today.
Now therefore please letme strikehimwith
the spear to the earth at one stroke, and I
will not strike him the second time.”

9 David said to Abishai, “Don’t destroy
him, for who can stretch out his hand
against the LORD’s anointed, and be guilt-
less?” 10David said, “As the LORD lives, the
LORD will strike him; or his day shall come
to die, or he shall go down into battle and
perish. 11 The LORD forbid that I should
stretch out my hand against the LORD’s
anointed; but now please take the spear
that is at his head and the jar of water, and
let’s go.”

12 So David took the spear and the jar
of water from Saul’s head, and they went
away. No man saw it, or knew it, nor
did any awake; for they were all asleep,
because a deep sleep from the LORD had
fallen on them. 13 Then David went over
to the other side, and stood on the top of
the mountain far away, a great space being

§ 25:34 or, onemale.
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between them; 14 and David cried to the
people, and to Abner the son of Ner, saying,
“Don’t you answer, Abner?”
Then Abner answered, “Who are you

who calls to the king?”
15David said toAbner, “Aren’t you aman?

Who is like you in Israel? Why then have
you not keptwatch over your lord the king?
For one of the people came in to destroy
your lord the king. 16 This thing isn’t good
that you have done. As the LORD lives,
you are worthy to die, because you have
not kept watch over your lord, the LORD’s
anointed. Now see where the king’s spear
is, and the jar ofwater thatwas at his head.”

17Saul recognizedDavid’s voice, and said,
“Is this your voice, my son David?”
David said, “It is my voice, my lord, O

king.” 18 He said, “Why does my lord pur-
sue his servant? For what have I done?
What evil is in my hand? 19Now therefore,
please let my lord the king hear the words
of his servant. If it is so that the LORD has
stirred you up against me, let him accept
an offering. But if it is the children of men,
they are cursed before the LORD; for they
have driven me out today that I shouldn’t
cling to the LORD’s inheritance, saying, ‘Go,
serve other gods!’ 20 Now therefore, don’t
let my blood fall to the earth away from the
presence of the LORD; for the king of Israel
has come out to seek a flea, as when one
hunts a partridge in themountains.”

21Then Saul said, “I have sinned. Return,
my son David; for I will no more do you
harm, becausemy life was precious in your
eyes today. Behold, I have played the fool,
and have erred exceedingly.”

22 David answered, “Behold the spear, O
king! Let one of the young men come over
and get it. 23 The LORD will render to
every man his righteousness and his faith-
fulness; because the LORD delivered you
into my hand today, and I wouldn’t stretch
out my hand against the LORD’s anointed.
24 Behold, as your life was respected today
inmy eyes, so let my life be respected in the
LORD’s eyes, and let him deliver me out of
all oppression.”

25 Then Saul said to David, “You are
blessed, my son David. You will both do
mightily, and will surely prevail.”
SoDavidwent hisway, and Saul returned

to his place.

27
1David said in his heart, “I will now per-

ish one day by the hand of Saul. There is
nothing better for me than that I should
escape into the land of the Philistines; and
Saulwill despair ofme, to seekmeanymore
in all the borders of Israel. So I will escape

out of his hand.” 2David arose and passed
over, he and the six hundred men who
were with him, to Achish the son of Maoch,
king of Gath. 3 David lived with Achish at
Gath, he and his men, every man with his
household, even David with his two wives,
Ahinoam the Jezreelitess and Abigail the
Carmelitess, Nabal’s wife. 4 Saul was told
that David had fled to Gath, so he stopped
looking for him.

5 David said to Achish, “If now I have
found favor in your eyes, let them give me
a place in one of the cities in the country,
that I may dwell there. For why should
your servant dwell in the royal city with
you?” 6 Then Achish gave him Ziklag that
day: therefore Ziklag belongs to the kings
of Judah to this day. 7 The number of the
days that David lived in the country of the
Philistines was a full year and fourmonths.

8 David and his men went up and
raided the Geshurites, the Girzites, and the
Amalekites; for those were the inhabitants
of the land who were of old, on the way to
Shur, even to the land of Egypt. 9 David
struck the land, and saved no man or
woman alive, and took away the sheep,
the cattle, the donkeys, the camels, and the
clothing. Then he returned, and came to
Achish.

10 Achish said, “Against whom have you
made a raid today?”
David said, “Against the South of Judah,

against the South of the Jerahmeelites, and
against the South of the Kenites.” 11 David
saved neither man nor woman alive to
bring them to Gath, saying, “Lest they
should tell about us, saying, ‘David did this,
and this has beenhiswayall the timehehas
lived in the country of the Philistines.’ ”

12Achish believed David, saying, “He has
madehis people Israel utterly to abhor him.
Therefore he will be my servant forever.”

28
1 In those days, the Philistines gathered

their armies together for warfare, to fight
with Israel. Achish said to David, “Know
assuredly that youwill gooutwithme in the
army, you and yourmen.”

2 David said to Achish, “Therefore you
will knowwhat your servant can do.”
Achish said to David, “Therefore I will

make youmy bodyguard forever.”
3 Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel

had mourned for him and buried him in
Ramah, even in his own city. Saul had sent
away thosewhohad familiar spirits and the
wizards out of the land.

4 The Philistines gathered themselves
together, and came and encamped in
Shunem; and Saul gathered all Israel



1 Samuel 28:5 240 1 Samuel 29:6

together, and they encamped in Gilboa.
5WhenSaul saw the armyof the Philistines,
he was afraid, and his heart trembled
greatly. 6When Saul inquired of the LORD,
the LORD didn’t answer him by dreams, by
Urim, or by prophets. 7Then Saul said to his
servants, “Seek for me a woman who has
a familiar spirit, that I may go to her and
inquire of her.”
His servants said to him, “Behold, there

is a woman who has a familiar spirit at
Endor.”

8 Saul disguised himself and put on other
clothing, and went, he and two men with
him, and they came to the woman by night.
Then he said, “Please consult for me by the
familiar spirit, and bring me up whomever
I shall name to you.”

9 The woman said to him, “Behold, you
know what Saul has done, how he has cut
off those who have familiar spirits and the
wizards out of the land. Why then do you
lay a snare for my life, to causeme to die?”

10 Saul swore to her by the LORD, saying,
“As theLORD lives, nopunishmentwill hap-
pen to you for this thing.”

11 Then the woman said, “Whom shall I
bring up to you?”
He said, “Bring Samuel up for me.”
12 When the woman saw Samuel, she

cried with a loud voice; and the woman
spoke to Saul, saying, “Why have you de-
ceivedme? For you are Saul!”

13 The king said to her, “Don’t be afraid!
What do you see?”
The woman said to Saul, “I see a god

coming up out of the earth.”
14Hesaid toher, “Whatdoeshe look like?”
She said, “An old man comes up. He is

coveredwith a robe.” Saul perceived that it
was Samuel, and he bowed with his face to
the ground, and showed respect.

15 Samuel said to Saul, “Why have you
disturbedme, to bringme up?”
Saul answered, “I am very distressed; for

the Philistines make war against me, and
God has departed from me, and answers
me no more, by prophets, or by dreams.
Therefore I have called you, that you may
make known tomewhat I shall do.”

16Samuel said, “Why then do you askme,
since the LORD has departed from you and
has become your adversary? 17 The LORD
has done to you as he spoke by me. The
LORD has torn the kingdom out of your
hand and given it to your neighbor, even
to David. 18 Because you didn’t obey the
LORD’s voice, and didn’t execute his fierce
wrath on Amalek, therefore the LORD has
done this thing to you today. 19 Moreover
the LORD will deliver Israel also with you

into the hand of the Philistines; and tomor-
row you and your sonswill bewithme. The
LORD will deliver the army of Israel also
into the hand of the Philistines.”

20 Then Saul fell immediately his full
length on the earth, and was terrified, be-
cause of Samuel’s words. There was no
strength in him, for he had eaten no bread
all day long or all night long.

21 The woman came to Saul and saw that
he was very troubled, and said to him,
“Behold, your servant has listened to your
voice, and I have put my life in my hand,
and have listened to your words which you
spoke tome. 22Now therefore, please listen
also to the voice of your servant, and let
me set a morsel of bread before you. Eat,
that youmay have strengthwhen you go on
your way.”

23Buthe refused, and said, “Iwill not eat.”
But his servants, together with the woman,
constrained him; and he listened to their
voice. So he arose from the earth and sat on
the bed. 24 The woman had a fattened calf
in the house. She hurried and killed it; and
she took flour and kneaded it, and baked
unleavened bread of it. 25 She brought it
before Saul and before his servants, and
they ate. Then they rose up and went away
that night.

29
1 Now the Philistines gathered together

all their armies to Aphek; and the Israelites
encamped by the spring which is in Jezreel.
2 The lords of the Philistines passed on by
hundreds andby thousands; andDavid and
his men passed on in the rear with Achish.

3 Then the princes of the Philistines said,
“What about these Hebrews?”
Achish said to the princes of the

Philistines, “Isn’t this David, the servant of
Saul the king of Israel, who has been with
me these days, or rather these years? I have
found no fault in him since he fell away
until today.”

4 But the princes of the Philistines were
angry with him; and the princes of the
Philistines said to him, “Make the man re-
turn, that hemay goback to his placewhere
you have appointed him, and let him not go
down with us to battle, lest in the battle he
become an adversary to us. For with what
should this fellow reconcile himself to his
lord? Should it not be with the heads of
these men? 5 Isn’t this David, of whom peo-
ple sang to one another in dances, saying,
‘Saul has slain his thousands,

and David his ten thousands’?”
6 Then Achish called David and said to

him, “As the LORD lives, you have been up-
right, and your going out and your coming
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in with me in the army is good in my sight;
for I havenot foundevil in you since theday
of your coming to me to this day. Neverthe-
less, the lords don’t favor you. 7 Therefore
now return, and go in peace, that you not
displease the lords of the Philistines.”

8 David said to Achish, “But what have I
done? What have you found in your ser-
vant so longas Ihavebeenbeforeyou to this
day, that I may not go and fight against the
enemies of my lord the king?”

9 Achish answered David, “I know that
you are good in my sight, as an angel of
God. Notwithstanding, the princes of the
Philistines have said, ‘He shall not go up
with us to the battle.’ 10Therefore now rise
upearly in themorningwith the servants of
your lord who have come with you; and as
soonas youareup early in themorning and
have light, depart.”

11So David rose up early, he and his men,
to depart in the morning, to return into the
land of the Philistines; and the Philistines
went up to Jezreel.

30
1 When David and his men had come to

Ziklag on the third day, the Amalekites had
made a raid on the South and onZiklag, and
had struck Ziklag and burned it with fire,
2 and had taken captive the women and all
who were in it, both small and great. They
didn’t kill any, but carried them off and
went their way. 3When David and his men
came to the city, behold, it was burnedwith
fire; and their wives, their sons, and their
daughterswere taken captive. 4ThenDavid
and the peoplewhowerewith him lifted up
their voice andwept until theyhadnomore
power to weep. 5 David’s two wives were
taken captive, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess,
andAbigail thewife of Nabal the Carmelite.
6David was greatly distressed, for the peo-
ple spoke of stoning him, because the souls
of all the people were grieved, every man
forhis sonsand forhisdaughters; butDavid
strengthened himself in the LORD his God.
7 David said to Abiathar the priest, the son
of Ahimelech, “Please bring the ephod here
to me.”
Abiathar brought the ephod to David.

8 David inquired of the LORD, saying, “If
I pursue after this troop, will I overtake
them?”
He answered him, “Pursue, for you will

surely overtake them, and will without fail
recover all.”

9 So David went, he and the six hundred
men who were with him, and came to the
brook Besor, where those who were left
behindstayed. 10ButDavidpursued, heand
four hundredmen; for two hundred stayed

behind,whowere so faint that they couldn’t
go over the brook Besor. 11 They found
an Egyptian in the field, and brought him
to David, and gave him bread, and he ate;
and they gave him water to drink. 12 They
gave him a piece of a cake of figs and two
clusters of raisins. When he had eaten, his
spirit came again to him; for he had eaten
no bread, and drank no water for three
days and three nights. 13David asked him,
“To whom do you belong? Where are you
from?”
He said, “I am a young man of Egypt,

servant to anAmalekite; andmymaster left
me, because three days ago I got sick. 14We
made a raid on the South of the Cherethites,
and on that which belongs to Judah, and on
the South of Caleb; and we burned Ziklag
with fire.”

15 David said to him, “Will you bring me
down to this troop?”
Hesaid, “Swear tomebyGod that youwill

not kill me and not deliver me up into the
hands of my master, and I will bring you
down to this troop.”

16 When he had brought him down, be-
hold, they were spread around over all
the ground, eating, drinking, and danc-
ing, because of all the great plunder that
they had taken out of the land of the
Philistines, and out of the land of Judah.
17David struck them from the twilight even
to the evening of the next day. Not a man
of them escaped from there, except four
hundred young men who rode on camels
and fled. 18 David recovered all that the
Amalekites had taken, and David rescued
his two wives. 19 There was nothing lack-
ing to them, neither small nor great, nei-
ther sons nor daughters, neither plunder,
nor anything that they had taken. David
brought them all back. 20 David took all
the flocks and the herds, which they drove
before those other livestock, and said, “This
is David’s plunder.”

21 David came to the two hundred men,
whowere so faint that they couldnot follow
David, whom also they had made to stay
at the brook Besor; and they went out to
meet David, and to meet the people who
were with him. When David came near to
the people, he greeted them. 22Then all the
wicked men and worthless fellows of those
who went with David answered and said,
“Because they didn’t go with us, we will
not give them anything of the plunder that
we have recovered, except to every man
his wife and his children, that he may lead
them away and depart.”

23 Then David said, “Do not do so, my
brothers, with that which the LORD has
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given to us, who has preserved us, and de-
livered the troop that came against us into
our hand. 24Who will listen to you in this
matter? For as his share is who goes down
to the battle, so shall his share be who stays
with the baggage. They shall share alike.”
25 It was so from that day forward that he
made it a statuteandanordinance for Israel
to this day.

26 When David came to Ziklag, he sent
some of the plunder to the elders of Ju-
dah, even to his friends, saying, “Behold,
a present for you from the plunder of the
LORD’s enemies.” 27 He sent it to those
who were in Bethel, to those who were in
Ramoth of the South, to those who were
in Jattir, 28 to those who were in Aroer, to
those who were in Siphmoth, to those who
were in Eshtemoa, 29 to those who were in
Racal, to those who were in the cities of
the Jerahmeelites, to those who were in the
cities of the Kenites, 30 to those whowere in
Hormah, to thosewhowere in Borashan, to
those who were in Athach, 31 to those who
were in Hebron, and to all the placeswhere
David himself and his men used to stay.

31
1 Now the Philistines fought against Is-

rael; and the men of Israel fled from be-
fore the Philistines, and fell down slain on
Mount Gilboa. 2 The Philistines overtook
Saul and his sons; and the Philistines killed
Jonathan, Abinadab, and Malchishua, the
sons of Saul. 3The battle went hard against
Saul, and the archers overtook him; and
he was greatly distressed by reason of the
archers. 4 Then Saul said to his armor
bearer, “Draw your sword, and thrust me
through with it, lest these uncircumcised
come and thrust me through and abuse
me!” But his armor bearer would not, for
he was terrified. Therefore Saul took his
sword and fell on it. 5 When his armor
bearer saw that Saul was dead, he likewise
fell on his sword, and died with him. 6 So
Saul died with his three sons, his armor
bearer, and all his men that same day to-
gether.

7 When the men of Israel who were on
the other side of the valley, and those who
were beyond the Jordan, saw that the men
of Israelfledand that Saulandhis sonswere
dead, they abandoned the cities and fled;
and the Philistines came and lived in them.
8On thenext day,when thePhilistines came
to strip the slain, they found Saul and his
three sons fallen on Mount Gilboa. 9 They
cut off his head, stripped off his armor,
and sent into the land of the Philistines all
around, to carry the news to the house of

their idols and to the people. 10 They put
his armor in thehouseof theAshtaroth, and
they fastened his body to the wall of Beth
Shan. 11 When the inhabitants of Jabesh
Gilead heard what the Philistines had done
to Saul, 12 all the valiant men arose, went
all night, and took the body of Saul and the
bodies of his sons from the wall of Beth
Shan; and they came to Jabesh and burned
them there. 13 They took their bones and
buried them under the tamarisk* tree in
Jabesh, and fasted seven days.

* 31:13 or, salt cedar
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The Second Book of
Samuel

1 After the death of Saul, when David
had returned from the slaughter of the
Amalekites, and David had stayed two days
in Ziklag, 2on the third day, behold,* a man
came out of the camp from Saul, with his
clothes torn and earth on his head. When
he came to David, he fell to the earth and
showed respect.

3David said to him, “Where do you come
from?”
He said to him, “I have escaped out of the

camp of Israel.”
4David said tohim, “Howdid it go? Please

tell me.”
He answered, “The people have fled from

the battle, andmanyof the people also have
fallen and are dead. Saul and Jonathan his
son are dead also.”

5 David said to the young man who told
him, “How do you know that Saul and
Jonathan his son are dead?”

6 The young man who told him said, “As
I happened by chance on Mount Gilboa,
behold, Saul was leaning on his spear; and
behold, the chariots and the horsemen fol-
lowed close behind him. 7When he looked
behind him, he saw me and called to me.
I answered, ‘Here I am.’ 8 He said to me,
‘Who are you?’ I answered him, ‘I am an
Amalekite.’ 9 He said to me, ‘Please stand
beside me, and kill me, for anguish has
taken hold of me because my life lingers in
me.’ 10So I stood beside him and killed him,
because I was sure that he could not live
after he had fallen. I took the crown that
was on his head and the bracelet that was
on his arm, and have brought them here to
my lord.”

11ThenDavid tookholdonhis clothesand
tore them; and all the men who were with
him did likewise. 12 They mourned, wept,
and fasted until evening for Saul and for
Jonathan his son, and for the people of the
LORD,† and for the house of Israel, because
they had fallen by the sword.

13David said to the young man who told
him, “Where are you from?”
Heanswered, “I am the son of a foreigner,

an Amalekite.”
14David said to him, “Why were you not

afraid to stretch out your hand to destroy
the LORD’s anointed?” 15 David called one
of the young men and said, “Go near, and

cut him down!” He struck him so that he
died. 16 David said to him, “Your blood be
on your head, for your mouth has testified
against you, saying, ‘I have slain the LORD’s
anointed.’ ”

17 David lamented with this lamentation
over Saul and over Jonathan his son 18 (and
he commanded them to teach the children
of Judah the song of the bow; behold, it is
written in the book of Jashar):
19 “Your glory, Israel, was slain on your high

places!
How themighty have fallen!

20Don’t tell it in Gath.
Don’t publish it in the streets of
Ashkelon,

lest the daughters of the Philistines rejoice,
lest thedaughters of theuncircumcised
triumph.

21Youmountains of Gilboa,
let there be no dew or rain on you, and
no fields of offerings;

for there the shield of the mighty was
defiled and cast away,

the shieldof Saulwasnotanointedwith
oil.

22From the blood of the slain,
from the fat of themighty,
Jonathan’s bow didn’t turn back.
Saul’s sword didn’t return empty.

23Saul and Jonathanwere lovely and pleas-
ant in their lives.

In their death, they were not divided.
They were swifter than eagles.

They were stronger than lions.
24You daughters of Israel, weep over Saul,

who clothed you delicately in scarlet,
who put ornaments of gold on your
clothing.

25How themighty have fallen in themiddle
of the battle!

Jonathanwas slain onyourhighplaces.
26 I am distressed for you, my brother

Jonathan.
You have been very pleasant to me.
Your love to mewas wonderful,
surpassing the love of women.

27How themighty have fallen,
and the weapons of war have per-
ished!”

2
1 After this, David inquired of the LORD,

saying, “Shall I go up into any of the cities of
Judah?”
The LORD said to him, “Go up.”
David said, “Where shall I go up?”
He said, “To Hebron.”

* 1:2 “Behold”, from “”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection. † 1:12
When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”, usually
pronounced Yahweh).
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2 So David went up there with his two
wives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abi-
gail thewife of Nabal the Carmelite. 3David
brought up his men who were with him,
every man with his household. They lived
in the cities of Hebron. 4 The men of Judah
came, and there they anointed David king
over the house of Judah. They told David,
“The men of Jabesh Gilead were those who
buried Saul.” 5 David sent messengers to
the men of Jabesh Gilead, and said to them,
“Blessedare youby theLORD, that youhave
shown this kindness to your lord, even to
Saul, and have buried him. 6 Now may
the LORD show loving kindness and truth
to you. I also will reward you for this
kindness, because youhavedone this thing.
7 Now therefore let your hands be strong,
and be valiant; for Saul your lord is dead,
and also the house of Judah have anointed
me king over them.”

8 Now Abner the son of Ner, captain of
Saul’s army, had taken Ishbosheth the son
of Saul andbrought himover toMahanaim.
9 He made him king over Gilead, over the
Ashurites, over Jezreel, over Ephraim, over
Benjamin, andoverall Israel. 10 Ishbosheth,
Saul’s son, was forty years old when he
began to reign over Israel, and he reigned
two years. But the house of Judah followed
David. 11 The time that David was king in
Hebron over the house of Judah was seven
years and six months.

12Abner the son of Ner, and the servants
of Ishbosheth the sonof Saul,went out from
Mahanaim to Gibeon. 13 Joab the son of
Zeruiah andDavid’s servantswent out, and
met them by the pool of Gibeon; and they
sat down, the one on the one side of the pool
and the other on the other side of the pool.
14Abner said to Joab, “Please let the young
men arise and compete before us!”
Joab said, “Let them arise!” 15 Then they

arose and went over by number: twelve
for Benjamin and for Ishbosheth the son
of Saul, and twelve of David’s servants.
16 They each caught his opponent by the
head and thrust his sword in his fellow’s
side; so they fell down together. Therefore
that place in Gibeon was called Helkath
Hazzurim.* 17 The battle was very se-
vere that day; and Abner was beaten, and
the men of Israel, before David’s servants.
18 The three sons of Zeruiah were there:
Joab, Abishai, and Asahel. Asahel was as
light of foot as a wild gazelle. 19 Asahel
pursued Abner. He didn’t turn to the right
hand or to the left from following Abner.

20 Then Abner looked behind him and
said, “Is that you, Asahel?”
He answered, “It is.”
21Abner said to him, “Turn away to your

right hand or to your left, and grab one
of the young men, and take his armor.”
But Asahel would not turn away from fol-
lowing him. 22 Abner said again to Asa-
hel, “Turn away from following me. Why
should I strike you to the ground? How
then could I look Joab your brother in the
face?” 23However, he refused to turn away.
Therefore Abner with the back end of the
spear struck him in the body, so that the
spear came out behind him; and he fell
down there and died in the same place. As
manyas came to theplacewhereAsahel fell
down and died stood still.

24 But Joab and Abishai pursued Abner.
The sunwent downwhen they had come to
the hill of Ammah, that lies before Giah by
the way of the wilderness of Gibeon. 25The
children of Benjamin gathered themselves
together after Abner and became one band,
and stood on the top of a hill. 26Then Abner
called to Joab, and said, “Shall the sword
devour forever? Don’t you know that it will
be bitterness in the latter end? How long
will it be then, before you ask the people to
return from following their brothers?”

27 Joab said, “As God† lives, if you had
not spoken, surely then in the morning the
peoplewouldhave gone away, andnot each
followed his brother.” 28 So Joab blew the
trumpet; and all the people stood still and
pursued Israel no more, and they fought
no more. 29 Abner and his men went all
that night through the Arabah; and they
passed over the Jordan, and went through
all Bithron, and came toMahanaim.

30 Joab returned from following Abner;
andwhenhe had gathered all the people to-
gether, nineteenmen of David’s and Asahel
were missing. 31 But David’s servants had
struck Benjamin Abner’s men so that three
hundred sixty men died. 32 They took up
Asahel and buried him in the tomb of his
father, which was in Bethlehem. Joab and
his men went all night, and the day broke
on them at Hebron.

3
1Now there was long war between Saul’s

house and David’s house. David grew
stronger and stronger, but Saul’s house
grewweaker and weaker. 2 Sons were born
to David in Hebron. His firstborn was Am-
non, of Ahinoam the Jezreelitess; 3 and his
second, Chileab, of Abigail thewife ofNabal
the Carmelite; and the third, Absalom the

* 2:16 “Helkath Hazzurim” means “field of daggers”. † 2:27 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is “” (Elohim).
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son of Maacah the daughter of Talmai king
of Geshur; 4 and the fourth, Adonijah the
son of Haggith; and the fifth, Shephatiah
the son of Abital; 5 and the sixth, Ithream,
of Eglah, David’s wife. These were born to
David in Hebron.

6 While there was war between Saul’s
house and David’s house, Abnermade him-
self strong in Saul’s house. 7Now Saul had
a concubine, whose name was Rizpah, the
daughter of Aiah; and Ishbosheth said to
Abner, “Why have you gone in to my fa-
ther’s concubine?”

8 Then Abner was very angry about Ish-
bosheth’s words, and said, “Am I a dog’s
head that belongs to Judah? Today I show
kindness to your father Saul’s house, to his
brothers, and to his friends, and have not
delivered you into the hand of David; and
yet you charge me today with a fault con-
cerning this woman! 9 God do so to Abner,
and more also, if, as the LORD has sworn
to David, I don’t do even so to him: 10 to
transfer the kingdom from Saul’s house,
and to set up David’s throne over Israel and
over Judah, from Dan even to Beersheba.”

11 He could not answer Abner another
word, because he was afraid of him.

12Abner sent messengers to David on his
behalf, saying, “Whose is the land?” and
saying, “Make your alliance with me, and
behold, my hand will be with you to bring
all Israel around to you.”

13David said, “Good. I will make a treaty
with you, but one thing I require of you.
That is, you will not see my face unless you
first bring Michal, Saul’s daughter, when
youcome to seemy face.” 14David sentmes-
sengers to Ishbosheth, Saul’s son, saying,
“Deliver me my wife Michal, whom I was
given tomarry foronehundred foreskinsof
the Philistines.”

15 Ishbosheth sent and took her from her
husband, Paltiel the son of Laish. 16 Her
husband went with her, weeping as he
went, and followed her to Bahurim. Then
Abner said to him, “Go! Return!” and he
returned.

17Abner had communication with the el-
ders of Israel, saying, “In times past, you
sought forDavid tobekingoveryou. 18Now
then do it! For the LORD has spoken of
David, saying, ‘By the hand of my servant
David, Iwill savemypeople Israel out of the
hand of the Philistines, and out of the hand
of all their enemies.’ ”

19 Abner also spoke in the ears of Ben-
jamin; and Abner went also to speak in the
ears of David in Hebron all that seemed
good to Israel and to the whole house of
Benjamin. 20 So Abner came to David to
Hebron, and twenty men with him. David

made Abner and the men who were with
him a feast. 21 Abner said to David, “I will
arise and go, and will gather all Israel to
my lord the king, that they may make a
covenant with you, and that you may reign
over all that your soul desires.” David sent
Abner away; and he went in peace.

22Behold, David’s servants and Joabcame
from a raid and brought in a great plunder
with them; but Abner was not with David
in Hebron, for he had sent him away, and
he had gone in peace. 23When Joab and all
the armywhowaswith himhad come, they
told Joab, “Abner the son of Ner came to the
king, and he has sent him away, and he has
gone in peace.”

24 Then Joab came to the king and said,
“What have you done? Behold, Abner came
to you. Why is it that you have sent him
away, and he is already gone? 25 You know
Abner the son of Ner. He came to deceive
you, and to know your going out and your
coming in, and to know all that you do.”

26When Joab had come out from David,
he sent messengers after Abner, and they
brought him back from the well of Sirah;
but David didn’t know it. 27 When Abner
had returned to Hebron, Joab took him
aside into the middle of the gate to speak
with him quietly, and struck him there in
the body, so that he died for the blood of
Asahel his brother. 28 Afterward, when
David heard it, he said, “I and my kingdom
are guiltless before the LORD forever of the
blood of Abner the son of Ner. 29 Let it fall
on the head of Joab and on all his father’s
house. Let there not fail from the house of
Joab one who has a discharge, or who is a
leper, or who leans on a staff, or who falls
by the sword, or who lacks bread.” 30 So
Joab and Abishai his brother killed Abner,
because he had killed their brother Asahel
at Gibeon in the battle.

31David said to Joab and to all the people
who were with him, “Tear your clothes,
and clothe yourselves with sackcloth, and
mourn in front of Abner.” King David fol-
lowed the bier. 32 They buried Abner in
Hebron; and the king lifted up his voice
and wept at Abner’s grave; and all the peo-
ple wept. 33 The king lamented for Abner,
and said, “Should Abner die as a fool dies?
34Your hands weren’t bound, and your feet
weren’t put into fetters. As a man falls
before the children of iniquity, so you fell.”
All the people wept again over him. 35All

the people came to urge David to eat bread
while it was yet day; but David swore, say-
ing, “God do so to me, and more also, if I
taste bread or anything else, until the sun
goes down.”
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36 All the people took notice of it, and
it pleased them, as whatever the king did
pleased all the people. 37 So all the people
and all Israel understood that day that it
was not of the king to kill Abner the son of
Ner. 38 The king said to his servants, “Don’t
you know that a prince and a greatmanhas
fallen today in Israel? 39 I am weak today,
though anointed king. These men, the sons
of Zeruiah are too hard for me. May the
LORD reward the evildoer according to his
wickedness.”

4
1When Saul’s son heard that Abner was

dead in Hebron, his hands became feeble,
and all the Israelites were troubled. 2Saul’s
sonhad twomenwhowerecaptainsof raid-
ing bands. The name of one was Baanah
and the name of the other Rechab, the sons
of Rimmon the Beerothite, of the children
of Benjamin (for Beeroth also is considered
a part of Benjamin; 3 and the Beerothites
fled to Gittaim, and have lived as foreigners
there until today).

4 Now Jonathan, Saul’s son, had a son
who was lame in his feet. He was five
years old when the news came about Saul
and Jonathan out of Jezreel; and his nurse
picked him up and fled. As she hurried to
flee, he fell andbecame lame. Hisnamewas
Mephibosheth.

5 The sons of Rimmon the Beerothite,
Rechab and Baanah, went out and came
at about the heat of the day to the house
of Ishbosheth as he took his rest at noon.
6 They came there into the middle of the
house as though they would have fetched
wheat, and they struckhim in thebody; and
Rechab and Baanah his brother escaped.
7Nowwhen they came into the house as he
lay on his bed in his bedroom, they struck
him, killedhim, beheadedhim, and tookhis
head, and went by the way of the Arabah
all night. 8 They brought the head of Ish-
bosheth to David to Hebron, and said to the
king, “Behold, the head of Ishbosheth, the
son of Saul, your enemy, who sought your
life! The LORD has avenged my lord the
king today of Saul and of his offspring.*”

9David answered Rechab andBaanahhis
brother, the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite,
and said to them, “As the LORD lives, who
has redeemed my soul out of all adversity,
10 when someone told me, ‘Behold, Saul is
dead,’ thinking that he brought good news,
I seized him and killed him in Ziklag, which
was the reward I gave him for his news.
11Howmuchmore, whenwickedmenhave
slain a righteous person in his own house
on his bed, should I not now require his

blood from your hand, and rid the earth of
you?” 12David commanded his youngmen,
and theykilled them, cutoff theirhandsand
their feet, and hanged them up beside the
pool in Hebron. But they took the head of
Ishboshethandburied it inAbner’s grave in
Hebron.

5
1 Then all the tribes of Israel came to

David at Hebron and spoke, saying, “Be-
hold, we are your bone and your flesh. 2 In
times past, when Saul was king over us, it
was you who led Israel out and in. The
LORD said to you, ‘You will be shepherd of
my people Israel, and you will be prince
over Israel.’ ” 3 So all the elders of Israel
came to the king to Hebron, and King David
made a covenant with them in Hebron be-
fore the LORD; and they anointed David
king over Israel.

4David was thirty years old when he be-
gan to reign, and he reigned forty years.
5 In Hebron he reigned over Judah seven
years and six months, and in Jerusalem he
reigned thirty-three years over all Israel
and Judah.

6The king and hismenwent to Jerusalem
against the Jebusites, the inhabitants of the
land, who spoke to David, saying, “The
blind and the lame will keep you out of
here,” thinking, “David can’t come in here.”
7Nevertheless David took the stronghold of
Zion. This is David’s city. 8 David said on
that day, “Whoever strikes the Jebusites, let
him go up to the watercourse and strike
those lame and blind, who are hated by
David’s soul.” Therefore they say, “The
blind and the lame can’t come into the
house.”

9David lived in the stronghold, and called
it David’s city. David built around from
Millo and inward. 10 David grew greater
and greater, for the LORD, the God of
Armies, was with him. 11 Hiram king of
Tyre sent messengers to David, with cedar
trees, carpenters, and masons; and they
built David a house. 12David perceived that
the LORD had established him king over
Israel, and that he had exalted his kingdom
for his people Israel’s sake.

13David tookmore concubines andwives
for himself out of Jerusalem, after he had
come from Hebron; and more sons and
daughters were born to David. 14These are
the names of those who were born to him
in Jerusalem: Shammua, Shobab, Nathan,
Solomon, 15 Ibhar, Elishua, Nepheg, Japhia,
16Elishama, Eliada, and Eliphelet.

17 When the Philistines heard that they
had anointed David king over Israel, all

* 4:8 or, seed
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the Philistines went up to seek David, but
David heard about it and went down to
the stronghold. 18 Now the Philistines had
come and spread themselves in the valley
of Rephaim. 19David inquired of the LORD,
saying, “Shall I goupagainst thePhilistines?
Will you deliver them into my hand?”
The LORD said to David, “Go up; for I will

certainly deliver the Philistines into your
hand.”

20David came to Baal Perazim, andDavid
struck them there. Thenhe said, “TheLORD
has broken my enemies before me, like the
breach of waters.” Therefore he called the
name of that place Baal Perazim.* 21 They
left their images there, and David and his
men took them away.

22 The Philistines came up yet again and
spread themselves in thevalleyofRephaim.
23 When David inquired of the LORD, he
said, “You shall not go up. Circle around
behind them, and attack them in front of
the mulberry trees. 24When you hear the
sound of marching in the tops of the mul-
berry trees, then stir yourself up; for then
the LORD has gone out before you to strike
the army of the Philistines.”

25David did so, as the LORD commanded
him, and struck the Philistines all the way
from Geba to Gezer.

6
1 David again gathered together all the

chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand.
2 David arose and went with all the peo-
ple who were with him from Baale Judah,
to bring up from there God’s ark, which
is called by the Name, even the name of
the LORD of Armies who sits above the
cherubim. 3 They set God’s ark on a new
cart, andbrought it out ofAbinadab’s house
that was on the hill; and Uzzah and Ahio,
the sons of Abinadab, drove the new cart.
4 They brought it out of Abinadab’s house
which was in the hill, with God’s ark; and
Ahio went before the ark. 5 David and
all the house of Israel played before the
LORD with all kinds of instruments made
of cypress wood, with harps, with stringed
instruments, with tambourines, with cas-
tanets, and with cymbals.

6When they came to the threshing floor
of Nacon, Uzzah reached for God’s ark and
took hold of it, for the cattle stumbled. 7The
LORD’s anger burned against Uzzah, and
God struck him there for his error; and
he died there by God’s ark. 8 David was
displeased because the LORD had broken
out against Uzzah; and he called that place
Perez Uzzah* to this day. 9Davidwas afraid

of the LORD that day; and he said, “How
could the LORD’s ark come to me?” 10 So
David would not move the LORD’s ark to
be with him in David’s city; but David car-
ried it aside into Obed-Edom the Gittite’s
house. 11TheLORD’s ark remained inObed-
Edom the Gittite’s house three months; and
the LORD blessed Obed-Edom and all his
house. 12 King David was told, “The LORD
has blessed the house of Obed-Edom, and
all that belongs to him, because of God’s
ark.”
So David went and brought up God’s ark

from the house of Obed-Edom into David’s
city with joy. 13When those who bore the
LORD’s arkhadgone sixpaces, he sacrificed
an ox and a fattened calf. 14 David danced
before the LORD with all his might; and
David was clothed in a linen ephod. 15 So
David and all the house of Israel brought up
the LORD’s ark with shouting and with the
sound of the trumpet.

16 As the LORD’s ark came into David’s
city, Michal the daughter of Saul looked out
through the window and saw King David
leaping and dancing before the LORD; and
she despised him in her heart. 17 They
brought in the LORD’s ark, and set it in its
place in the middle of the tent that David
had pitched for it; and David offered burnt
offerings and peace offerings before the
LORD. 18When David had finished offering
the burnt offering and the peace offerings,
he blessed the people in the name of the
LORDofArmies. 19Hegave toall thepeople,
even among the whole multitude of Israel,
both to men and women, to everyone a
portion of bread, dates, and raisins. So all
the people departed, each to his ownhouse.

20ThenDavid returned tobless his house-
hold. Michal the daughter of Saul came out
to meet David, and said, “How glorious the
king of Israel was today, who uncovered
himself today in the eyes of his servants’
maids, as one of the vain fellows shame-
lessly uncovers himself!”

21 David said to Michal, “It was before
the LORD, who chose me above your fa-
ther, and above all his house, to appoint me
prince over the people of the LORD, over
Israel. Therefore I will celebrate before the
LORD. 22 I will be yetmore undignified than
this, and will be worthless in my own sight.
But the maids of whom you have spoken
will honorme.”

23 Michal the daughter of Saul had no
child to the day of her death.

7
1 When the king lived in his house, and

* 5:20 “Baal Perazim” means “Lord who breaks out”. * 6:8 “Perez Uzzah” means “outbreak against Uzzah”.
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theLORDhadgivenhimrest fromall his en-
emies all around, 2 the king said to Nathan
the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a house
of cedar, but God’s ark dwells within cur-
tains.”

3Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that
is in your heart, for the LORD is with you.”

4That same night, the LORD’s word came
to Nathan, saying, 5 “Go and tell my servant
David, ‘The LORD says, “Should you build
me a house for me to dwell in? 6 For I
have not lived in a house since the day that
I brought the children of Israel up out of
Egypt, even to this day, but have moved
around in a tent and in a tabernacle. 7 In
all places in which I have walked with all
the children of Israel, did I say a word to
anyone from the tribes of Israel whom I
commanded to be shepherd of my people
Israel, saying, ‘Why have you not built me a
house of cedar?’ ” ’ 8Now therefore tell my
servant David this: ‘The LORD of Armies
says, “I took you from the sheep pen, from
following the sheep, to be prince over my
people, over Israel. 9 I have been with
you wherever you went, and have cut off
all your enemies from before you. I will
make you a great name, like the name of
the great ones who are in the earth. 10 I
will appoint a place for my people Israel,
and will plant them, that they may dwell in
their ownplaceandbemovednomore. The
children of wickedness will not afflict them
any more, as at the first, 11 and as from the
day that I commanded judges to be overmy
people Israel. I will cause you to rest from
all your enemies. Moreover the LORD tells
you that the LORD will make you a house.
12 When your days are fulfilled and you
sleep with your fathers, I will set up your
offspring after you, whowill proceed out of
your body, and I will establish his kingdom.
13He will build a house for my name, and
I will establish the throne of his kingdom
forever. 14 I will be his father, and he will
be my son. If he commits iniquity, I will
chasten him with the rod of men and with
the stripes of the children ofmen; 15butmy
loving kindness will not depart from him,
as I took it from Saul, whom I put away
before you. 16 Your house and your king-
dom will be made sure forever before you.
Your throne will be established forever.” ’ ”
17 Nathan spoke to David all these words,
and according to all this vision.

18 Then David the king went in and sat
before the LORD; and he said, “Who am
I, Lord* GOD, and what is my house, that
you have brought me this far? 19 This was
yet a small thing in your eyes, Lord GOD,

but you have spoken also of your servant’s
house for a great while to come; and this
among men, Lord GOD! 20What more can
David say to you? For you know your ser-
vant, Lord GOD. 21 For your word’s sake,
and according to your own heart, you have
worked all this greatness, to make your
servant know it. 22Therefore you are great,
LORD God. For there is no one like you, nei-
ther is thereanyGodbesidesyou, according
to all that we have heard with our ears.
23What one nation in the earth is like your
people, even like Israel, whom God went
to redeem to himself for a people, and to
makehimself aname, and todogreat things
for you, and awesome things for your land,
before yourpeople,whomyou redeemed to
yourself out of Egypt, from the nations and
their gods? 24 You established for yourself
your people Israel to be your people for-
ever; and you, LORD, became their God.

25 “Now, LORD God, the word that you
have spoken concerning your servant, and
concerning his house, confirm it forever,
and do as you have spoken. 26 Let your
name be magnified forever, saying, ‘The
LORD of Armies is God over Israel; and
the house of your servant David will be
established before you.’ 27 For you, LORD
of Armies, the God of Israel, have revealed
to your servant, saying, ‘I will build you a
house.’ Therefore your servant has found
in his heart to pray this prayer to you.

28 “Now, O Lord GOD, you are God,
and your words are truth, and you have
promised this good thing to your servant.
29 Now therefore, let it please you to bless
the house of your servant, that it may con-
tinue forever before you; for you, Lord
GOD, have spoken it. Let the house of your
servant be blessed forever with your bless-
ing.”

8
1 After this, David struck the Philistines

and subdued them; and David took the bri-
dle of the mother city out of the hand of
the Philistines. 2 He defeated Moab, and
measured themwith the line, making them
to liedownon theground; andhemeasured
two lines to put to death, and one full line to
keep alive. The Moabites became servants
to David, and brought tribute.

3David also struck Hadadezer the son of
Rehob, king of Zobah, as hewent to recover
his dominion at theRiver. 4David took from
him one thousand seven hundred horse-
men and twenty thousand footmen. David
hamstrung the chariot horses, but reserved
enough of them for one hundred chariots.

* 7:18 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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5 When the Syrians of Damascus came to
helpHadadezerkingof Zobah,David struck
twenty two thousand men of the Syrians.
6Then David put garrisons in Syria of Dam-
ascus; and the Syrians became servants to
David, and brought tribute. The LORD gave
victory to David wherever he went. 7David
took the shields of gold thatwere on the ser-
vants of Hadadezer, and brought them to
Jerusalem. 8FromBetahand fromBerothai,
cities of Hadadezer, King David took a great
quantity of bronze.

9 When Toi king of Hamath heard that
Davidhad struck all the armyofHadadezer,
10 then Toi sent Joram his son to King David
to greet him and to bless him, because he
had fought against Hadadezer and struck
him; for Hadadezer had wars with Toi. Jo-
ram brought with him vessels of silver, ves-
sels of gold, and vessels of bronze. 11 King
David also dedicated these to the LORD,
with the silver and gold that he dedicated
of all the nations which he subdued— 12 of
Syria, of Moab, of the children of Ammon,
of the Philistines, of Amalek, and of the
plunder ofHadadezer, son of Rehob, king of
Zobah.

13David earned a reputation when he re-
turned from striking down eighteen thou-
sand men of the Syrians in the Valley of
Salt. 14He put garrisons in Edom. Through-
out all Edom, he put garrisons, and all the
Edomites became servants to David. The
LORD gave victory to David wherever he
went.

15David reignedoverall Israel; andDavid
executed justice and righteousness for all
his people. 16 Joab the son of Zeruiah
was over the army, Jehoshaphat the son
of Ahilud was recorder, 17 Zadok the son
of Ahitub and Ahimelech the son of Abi-
athar were priests, Seraiah was scribe,
18Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was over the
Cherethites and the Pelethites; and David’s
sons were chief ministers.

9
1David said, “Is thereyet anywho is left of

Saul’s house, that I may show him kindness
for Jonathan’s sake?” 2 There was of Saul’s
house a servant whose namewas Ziba, and
they called him to David; and the king said
to him, “Are you Ziba?”
He said, “I am your servant.”
3 The king said, “Is there not yet any of

Saul’s house, that I may show the kindness
of God to him?”
Ziba said to the king, “Jonathan still has a

son, who is lame in his feet.”
4The king said to him, “Where is he?”

Ziba said to the king, “Behold, he is in the
house of Machir the son of Ammiel, in Lo
Debar.”

5 Then King David sent and brought him
out of the house of Machir the son of Am-
miel, from Lo Debar. 6 Mephibosheth, the
son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, came to
David, fell on his face, and showed respect.
David said, “Mephibosheth?”
He answered, “Behold, your servant!”
7David said to him, “Don’t be afraid, for I

will surely show you kindness for Jonathan
your father’s sake, and will restore to you
all the land of Saul your father. You will eat
bread at my table continually.”

8Heboweddown, and said, “What is your
servant, that you should look at such a dead
dog as I am?”

9 Then the king called to Ziba, Saul’s ser-
vant, and said to him, “All that belonged
to Saul and to all his house I have given to
your master’s son. 10Till the land for him—
you, your sons, and your servants. Bring
in the harvest, that your master’s son may
have bread to eat; but Mephibosheth your
master’s son will always eat bread at my
table.”
Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty

servants. 11 Then Ziba said to the king,
“According to all thatmy lord the king com-
mands his servant, so your servantwill do.”
So Mephibosheth ate at the king’s table like
one of the king’s sons. 12Mephibosheth had
a young son, whose name was Mica. All
who lived in Ziba’s house were servants to
Mephibosheth. 13 So Mephibosheth lived
in Jerusalem, for he ate continually at the
king’s table. He was lame in both his feet.

10
1 After this, the king of the children of

Ammondied, andHanun his son reigned in
hisplace. 2David said, “Iwill showkindness
to Hanun the son of Nahash, as his father
showed kindness to me.” So David sent by
his servants to comfort him concerning his
father. David’s servants came into the land
of the children of Ammon.

3 But the princes of the children of Am-
mon said toHanun their lord, “Doyou think
that David honors your father, in that he
has sent comforters to you? Hasn’t David
sent his servants to you to search the city,
to spy it out, and to overthrow it?”

4So Hanun took David’s servants, shaved
off one half of their beards, and cut off
their garments in the middle, even to their
buttocks, and sent them away. 5When they
told David this, he sent to meet them, for
the men were greatly ashamed. The king
said, “Wait at Jerichountil yourbeardshave
grown, and then return.”
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6When the children of Ammon saw that
they had become odious to David, the chil-
dren of Ammon sent and hired the Syrians
of Beth Rehob and the Syrians of Zobah,
twenty thousand footmen, and the king of
Maacah with one thousand men, and the
men of Tob twelve thousand men. 7When
David heard of it, he sent Joab and all the
army of the mighty men. 8 The children
of Ammon came out, and put the battle
in array at the entrance of the gate. The
Syrians of Zobah and of Rehob and themen
of Tob and Maacah were by themselves in
the field. 9 Now when Joab saw that the
battle was set against him before and be-
hind, he chose of all the choicemenof Israel
and put them in array against the Syrians.
10 The rest of the people he committed into
the hand of Abishai his brother; and he
put them in array against the children of
Ammon. 11He said, “If the Syrians are too
strong for me, then you shall help me; but
if the children of Ammon are too strong for
you, then I will come and help you. 12 Be
courageous, and let’s be strong for our peo-
ple and for the cities of our God; and may
the LORDdowhat seems good to him.” 13So
Joab and the people who were with him
came near to the battle against the Syrians,
and they fled before him. 14When the chil-
dren of Ammon saw that the Syrians had
fled, they likewise fled before Abishai, and
entered into the city. Then Joab returned
from the children of Ammon and came to
Jerusalem.

15 When the Syrians saw that they were
defeated by Israel, they gathered them-
selves together. 16 Hadadezer sent and
brought out the Syrians who were be-
yond the River; and they came to Helam,
with Shobach the captain of the army of
Hadadezer at their head. 17David was told
that; and he gathered all Israel together,
passed over the Jordan, and came toHelam.
The Syrians set themselves in array against
David and fought with him. 18 The Syr-
ians fled before Israel; and David killed
seven hundred charioteers of the Syrians
and forty thousand horsemen, and struck
Shobach the captain of their army, so that
he died there. 19 When all the kings who
were servants to Hadadezer saw that they
were defeated before Israel, they made
peace with Israel and served them. So the
Syrians were afraid to help the children of
Ammon anymore.

11
1 At the return of the year, at the time

when kings go out, David sent Joab and
his servants with him, and all Israel; and
they destroyed the children of Ammon and

besieged Rabbah. But David stayed at
Jerusalem. 2 At evening, David arose from
his bed andwalked on the roof of the king’s
house. From the roof, he saw a woman
bathing, and thewomanwas very beautiful
to look at. 3 David sent and inquired after
the woman. One said, “Isn’t this Bathsheba,
the daughter of Eliam, Uriah the Hittite’s
wife?”

4 David sent messengers, and took her;
and she came in to him, and he lay with
her (for shewas purified fromher unclean-
ness); and she returned to her house. 5 The
woman conceived; and she sent and told
David, and said, “I amwith child.”

6 David sent to Joab, “Send me Uriah the
Hittite.” Joab sent Uriah to David. 7When
Uriah had come to him, David asked him
how Joab did, and how the people fared,
and how the war prospered. 8 David said
to Uriah, “Go down to your house andwash
your feet.” Uriah departed out of the king’s
house, and a gift from the king was sent
afterhim. 9ButUriah slept at thedoorof the
king’shousewithall the servantsofhis lord,
and didn’t go down to his house. 10When
they had told David, saying, “Uriah didn’t
go down to his house,” David said to Uriah,
“Haven’t you come from a journey? Why
didn’t you go down to your house?”

11 Uriah said to David, “The ark, Israel,
and Judah, are staying in tents; and my
lord Joab and the servants of my lord are
encamped in the open field. Shall I then go
intomy house to eat and to drink, and to lie
with mywife? As you live, and as your soul
lives, I will not do this thing!”

12 David said to Uriah, “Stay here today
also, and tomorrow Iwill let youdepart.” So
Uriah stayed in Jerusalem that day and the
next day. 13When David had called him, he
ate anddrankbeforehim; andhemadehim
drunk. At evening, he went out to lie on his
bed with the servants of his lord, but didn’t
go down to his house. 14 In the morning,
David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it by
the hand of Uriah. 15He wrote in the letter,
saying, “Send Uriah to the forefront of the
hottest battle, and retreat fromhim, that he
may be struck and die.”

16 When Joab kept watch on the city, he
assigned Uriah to the place where he knew
that valiant men were. 17 The men of the
city went out and fought with Joab. Some
of the people fell, even of David’s servants;
and Uriah the Hittite died also. 18 Then
Joab sent and told David all the things con-
cerning the war; 19 and he commanded the
messenger, saying, “When you have fin-
ished telling all the things concerning the
war to the king, 20 it shall be that, if the
king’s wrath arise, and he asks you, ‘Why



2 Samuel 11:21 251 2 Samuel 12:23

did you go so near to the city to fight? Didn’t
you know that they would shoot from the
wall? 21 Who struck Abimelech the son
of Jerubbesheth? Didn’t a woman cast an
upper millstone on him from the wall, so
that he died at Thebez? Why did you go
so near the wall?’ then you shall say, ‘Your
servant Uriah the Hittite is also dead.’ ”

22 So the messenger went, and came and
showed David all that Joab had sent him
for. 23 The messenger said to David, “The
men prevailed against us, and came out to
us into the field; andwewere on them even
to the entrance of the gate. 24 The shooters
shot at your servants from off the wall; and
some of the king’s servants are dead, and
your servant Uriah the Hittite is also dead.”

25Then David said to themessenger, “Tell
Joab, ‘Don’t let this thing displease you, for
the sword devours one as well as another.
Make your battle stronger against the city,
and overthrow it.’ Encourage him.”

26WhenUriah’swifeheard thatUriahher
husband was dead, she mourned for her
husband. 27When the mourning was past,
David sent and took her home to his house,
and she became his wife and bore him a
son. But the thing that David had done
displeased the LORD.

12
1 The LORD sent Nathan to David. He

came to him, and said to him, “There were
two men in one city: the one rich, and the
other poor. 2 The rich man had very many
flocks and herds, 3 but the poor man had
nothing, except one little ewe lamb, which
he had bought and raised. It grew up to-
getherwithhimandwithhis children. It ate
of his own food, drank of his own cup, and
lay in his bosom, andwas like a daughter to
him. 4A traveler came to the rich man, and
hedidn’twant to takeofhisownflockandof
his own herd to prepare for the wayfaring
man who had come to him, but took the
poor man’s lamb and prepared it for the
manwho had come to him.”

5 David’s anger burned hot against the
man, and he said to Nathan, “As the LORD
lives, the man who has done this deserves
to die! 6Hemust restore the lamb fourfold,
because he did this thing and because he
had no pity!”

7Nathan said to David, “You are theman!
This is what the LORD, the God of Israel,
says: ‘I anointed you king over Israel, and
I delivered you out of the hand of Saul.
8 I gave you your master’s house and your
master’s wives into your bosom, and gave
you the house of Israel and of Judah; and
if that would have been too little, I would
have added to you many more such things.

9Why have you despised the LORD’s word,
todo thatwhich is evil inhis sight? Youhave
struck Uriah the Hittite with the sword,
have taken his wife to be your wife, and
have slain him with the sword of the chil-
dren of Ammon. 10 Now therefore the
sword will never depart from your house,
because you have despised me and have
taken Uriah the Hittite’s wife to be your
wife.’

11 “This is what the LORD says: ‘Behold,
I will raise up evil against you out of your
own house; and I will take your wives be-
fore your eyes and give them to your neigh-
bor, and he will lie with your wives in the
sight of this sun. 12For you did this secretly,
but I will do this thing before all Israel, and
before the sun.’ ”

13 David said to Nathan, “I have sinned
against the LORD.”
Nathan said to David, “The LORD also

has put away your sin. You will not die.
14However, because by this deed you have
given great occasion to the LORD’s enemies
to blaspheme, the child also who is born
to you will surely die.” 15 Then Nathan
departed to his house.
The LORD struck the child that Uriah’s

wife bore to David, and he was very sick.
16David therefore begged God for the child;
and David fasted, and went in and lay all
night on the ground. 17 The elders of his
house arose beside him, to raise him up
from the earth; but he would not, and he
didn’t eat bread with them. 18 On the sev-
enth day, the child died. David’s servants
were afraid to tell him that the child was
dead, for they said, “Behold, while the child
was yet alive, we spoke to himandhe didn’t
listen to our voice. How will he then harm
himself ifwe tell him that the child is dead?”

19 But when David saw that his servants
were whispering together, David perceived
that the child was dead; and David said to
his servants, “Is the child dead?”
They said, “He is dead.”
20 Then David arose from the earth, and

washed and anointed himself, and changed
his clothing; and he came into the LORD’s
house, and worshiped. Then he came to his
own house; and when he requested, they
set bread before him and he ate. 21 Then
his servants said to him, “What is this that
you have done? You fasted andwept for the
childwhile hewas alive, butwhen the child
was dead, you rose up and ate bread.”

22He said, “While the child was yet alive,
I fasted and wept; for I said, ‘Who knows
whether the LORD will not be gracious to
me, that the child may live?’ 23 But now he
is dead. Why should I fast? Can I bring him
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back again? I will go to him, but he will not
return to me.”

24 David comforted Bathsheba his wife,
and went in to her, and lay with her. She
borea son, andhe calledhisnameSolomon.
The LORD loved him; 25 and he sent by the
hand of Nathan the prophet, and he named
him Jedidiah,* for the LORD’s sake.

26Now Joab fought against Rabbah of the
children of Ammon, and took the royal city.
27 Joab sent messengers to David, and said,
“I have fought against Rabbah. Yes, I have
taken the city of waters. 28 Now therefore
gather the rest of the people together, and
encamp against the city and take it; lest I
take the city, and it be called bymy name.”

29David gathered all the people together
and went to Rabbah, and fought against it
and took it. 30 He took the crown of their
king from off his head; and its weight was
a talent† of gold, and in it were precious
stones; and it was set on David’s head. He
brought a great quantity of plunder out of
the city. 31He brought out the people who
were in it, and put them to work under
saws, under iron picks, under axes of iron,
and made them go to the brick kiln; and
he did so to all the cities of the children
of Ammon. Then David and all the people
returned to Jerusalem.

13
1After this, Absalom the son of David had

a beautiful sister, whose name was Tamar;
and Amnon the son of David loved her.
2 Amnon was so troubled that he became
sick because of his sister Tamar, for shewas
a virgin, and it seemed hard to Amnon to
do anything to her. 3 But Amnon had a
friend whose name was Jonadab the son of
Shimeah,David’s brother; and Jonadabwas
a very subtle man. 4He said to him, “Why,
son of the king, are you so sad from day to
day? Won’t you tell me?”
Amnon said to him, “I love Tamar, my

brother Absalom’s sister.”
5 Jonadab said to him, “Lay down on your

bed and pretend to be sick. When your
father comes to see you, tell him, ‘Please let
my sister Tamar come and giveme bread to
eat, and prepare the food in my sight, that I
may see it and eat it from her hand.’ ”

6 So Amnon lay down and faked being
sick. When the king came to see him, Am-
non said to the king, “Please let my sister
Tamar come andmakemea couple of cakes
inmy sight, that I may eat from her hand.”

7Then David sent home to Tamar, saying,
“Go now to your brother Amnon’s house,

and prepare food for him.” 8 So Tamar
went to her brother Amnon’s house; and he
was lying down. She took dough, kneaded
it, made cakes in his sight, and baked the
cakes. 9 She took the pan and poured them
out before him, but he refused to eat. Am-
non said, “Have allmen leaveme.” Then ev-
ery manwent out from him. 10Amnon said
to Tamar, “Bring the food into the room,
that Imay eat fromyour hand.” Tamar took
the cakeswhich she hadmade, andbrought
them into the room to Amnon her brother.
11When she had brought them near to him
to eat, he took hold of her and said to her,
“Come, lie withme, my sister!”

12She answered him, “No, my brother, do
not force me! For no such thing ought to be
done in Israel. Don’t you do this folly! 13As
for me, where would I carry my shame?
Andas foryou, youwill beasoneof the fools
in Israel. Now therefore, please speak to the
king; for hewill notwithholdme fromyou.”

14 However, he would not listen to her
voice; but being stronger than she, he
forced her and laywith her. 15Then Amnon
hated her with exceedingly great hatred;
for the hatred with which he hated her was
greater than the love with which he had
loved her. Amnon said to her, “Arise, be
gone!”

16 She said to him, “Not so, because this
great wrong in sending me away is worse
than the other that you did to me!”
But he would not listen to her. 17Then he

called his servant who ministered to him,
and said, “Now put this woman out from
me, and bolt the door after her.”

18 She had a garment of various colors
on her, for the king’s daughters who were
virgins dressed in such robes. Then his
servantbroughtherout andbolted thedoor
after her. 19 Tamar put ashes on her head,
and tore her garment of various colors that
was on her; and she laid her hand on her
head andwent herway, crying aloud as she
went. 20 Absalom her brother said to her,
“Has Amnon your brother been with you?
But now hold your peace, my sister. He is
your brother. Don’t take this thing to heart.”
So Tamar remained desolate in her

brother Absalom’s house. 21But when King
David heard of all these things, he was very
angry. 22Absalom spoke to Amnon neither
good nor bad; for Absalom hated Amnon,
because he had forced his sister Tamar.

23After two full years, Absalomhadsheep
shearers in Baal Hazor, which is beside
Ephraim; andAbsalom invited all the king’s
sons. 24Absalom came to the king and said,
“See now, your servant has sheep shearers.

* 12:25 “Jedidiah” means “loved by the LORD”. † 12:30 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy
ounces
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Please let the king and his servants go with
your servant.”

25The king said to Absalom, “No, my son,
let’s not all go, lest we be burdensome to
you.” He pressed him; however he would
not go, but blessed him.

26 Then Absalom said, “If not, please let
my brother Amnon go with us.”
The king said to him, “Why should he go

with you?”
27 But Absalom pressed him, and he let

Amnon and all the king’s sons go with
him. 28Absalom commanded his servants,
saying, “Mark now, when Amnon’s heart
is merry with wine; and when I tell you,
‘Strike Amnon,’ then kill him. Don’t be
afraid. Haven’t I commanded you? Be
courageous, and be valiant!”

29The servants of Absalom did to Amnon
as Absalom had commanded. Then all the
king’s sons arose, and every man got up on
his mule and fled.

30While they were on the way, the news
came to David, saying, “Absalom has slain
all the king’s sons, and there is not one of
them left!”

31 Then the king arose, and tore his gar-
ments, and lay on the earth; and all his
servants stood by with their clothes torn.
32 Jonadab the son of Shimeah, David’s
brother, answered, “Don’t let my lord sup-
pose that they have killed all the young
men, the king’s sons, for Amnon only is
dead; for by the appointment of Absalom
this has been determined from the day that
he forced his sister Tamar. 33Now therefore
don’t let my lord the king take the thing to
his heart, to think that all the king’s sons
are dead; for only Amnon is dead.” 34 But
Absalom fled. The young man who kept
the watch lifted up his eyes and looked,
and behold, many people were coming by
way of the hillside behind him. 35 Jonadab
said to the king, “Behold, the king’s sons are
coming! It is as your servant said.” 36 As
soon as he had finished speaking, behold,
the king’s sons came, and lifted up their
voices and wept. The king also and all his
servants wept bitterly.

37 But Absalom fled and went to Talmai
the son of Ammihur, king of Geshur. David
mourned for his son every day. 38 So Ab-
salom fled and went to Geshur, and was
there three years. 39 King David longed to
go out to Absalom, for he was comforted
concerning Amnon, since he was dead.

14
1Now Joab the son of Zeruiah perceived

that the king’s heart was toward Absalom.
2 Joab sent to Tekoa and brought a wise
woman from there, and said to her, “Please

act like a mourner, and put on mourn-
ing clothing, please, and don’t anoint your-
self with oil; but be as a woman who has
mourned a long time for the dead. 3 Go in
to the king and speak like this to him.” So
Joab put the words in her mouth.

4When the woman of Tekoa spoke to the
king, she fell on her face to the ground,
showed respect, and said, “Help, O king!”

5The king said to her, “What ails you?”
She answered, “Truly I am a widow, and

myhusband is dead. 6Your servant had two
sons; and they both fought together in the
field, and there was no one to part them,
but the one struck the other and killed him.
7Behold, thewhole family has risen against
your servant, and they say, ‘Deliver him
who struck his brother, that we may kill
him for the life of his brother whom he
killed, and so destroy the heir also.’ Thus
they would quench my coal which is left,
and would leave to my husband neither
name nor remainder on the surface of the
earth.”

8The king said to the woman, “Go to your
house, and I will give a command concern-
ing you.”

9 The woman of Tekoa said to the king,
“My lord, O king,may the iniquity be onme,
and onmy father’s house; andmay the king
and his throne be guiltless.”

10The king said, “Whoever says anything
to you, bring him to me, and he will not
bother you anymore.”

11 Then she said, “Please let the king
remember the LORD your God, that the
avenger of blood destroy not anymore, lest
they destroymy son.”
He said, “As the LORD lives, not one hair

of your son shall fall to the earth.”
12 Then the woman said, “Please let your

servant speak a word to my lord the king.”
He said, “Say on.”
13 The woman said, “Why then have you

devised such a thing against the people of
God? For in speaking this word the king is
as one who is guilty, in that the king does
not bring home again his banished one.
14Forwemustdie, andare likewater spilled
on the ground, which can’t be gathered up
again; neither does God take away life, but
devises means, that he who is banished not
be an outcast from him. 15Now therefore,
seeing that I have come to speak this word
to my lord the king, it is because the people
have made me afraid. Your servant said,
‘I will now speak to the king; it may be
that the kingwill perform the request of his
servant.’ 16For the king will hear, to deliver
his servant out of the hand of the man who
would destroy me and my son together out
of the inheritance of God. 17 Then your
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servant said, ‘Please let theword ofmy lord
thekingbring rest; for as anangel ofGod, so
ismy lord the king to discern good and bad.
May the LORD, your God, be with you.’ ”

18 Then the king answered the woman,
“Please don’t hide anything from me that I
ask you.”
The woman said, “Let my lord the king

now speak.”
19The king said, “Is the hand of Joab with

you in all this?”
The woman answered, “As your soul

lives, my lord the king, no one can turn to
the right hand or to the left from anything
that my lord the king has spoken; for your
servant Joab urgedme, and he put all these
words in themouth of your servant. 20Your
servant Joab has done this thing to change
the face of the matter. My lord is wise,
according to thewisdomof an angel of God,
to know all things that are in the earth.”

21 The king said to Joab, “Behold now, I
have granted this thing. Go therefore, and
bring the youngman Absalom back.”

22 Joab fell to the ground on his face,
showed respect, and blessed the king. Joab
said, “Today your servant knows that I have
found favor in your sight, my lord, O king,
in that the king has performed the request
of his servant.”

23 So Joab arose and went to Geshur, and
brought Absalom to Jerusalem. 24 The king
said, “Let him return to his own house,
but let him not see my face.” So Absalom
returned to his own house, and didn’t see
theking’s face. 25Now inall Israel therewas
no one to be so much praised as Absalom
for his beauty. From the sole of his foot
even to the crown of his head there was no
defect in him. 26 When he cut the hair of
his head (now it was at every year’s end
that he cut it; because it was heavy on him,
therefore he cut it), he weighed the hair of
his head at two hundred shekels,* after the
king’s weight. 27 Three sons were born to
Absalom, and one daughter, whose name
was Tamar. She was a woman with a beau-
tiful face. 28Absalom lived two full years in
Jerusalem, and he didn’t see the king’s face.
29 Then Absalom sent for Joab, to send him
to the king, but he would not come to him.
Then he sent again a second time, but he
would not come. 30Therefore he said to his
servants, “Behold, Joab’s field is near mine,
and he has barley there. Go and set it on
fire.” So Absalom’s servants set the field on
fire.

31 Then Joab arose and came to Absalom
to his house, and said to him, “Why have
your servants set my field on fire?”

32Absalomanswered Joab, “Behold, I sent
to you, saying, ‘Come here, that I may send
you to the king, to say, “Why have I come
from Geshur? It would be better for me to
be there still. Now therefore, let me see the
king’s face; and if there is iniquity inme, let
him kill me.” ’ ”

33 So Joab came to the king and told him;
and when he had called for Absalom, he
came to the king and bowed himself on his
face to the ground before the king; and the
king kissed Absalom.

15
1 After this, Absalom prepared a chariot

and horses for himself, and fiftymen to run
before him. 2 Absalom rose up early, and
stood beside the way of the gate. When any
man had a suit which should come to the
king for judgment, then Absalom called to
him, and said, “What city are you from?”
He said, “Your servant is of one of the

tribes of Israel.”
3Absalom said to him, “Behold, yourmat-

ters are good and right; but there is no
man deputized by the king to hear you.”
4 Absalom said moreover, “Oh that I were
made judge in the land, that everymanwho
has any suit or causemight come tome, and
I would do him justice!” 5 It was so, that
when any man came near to bow down to
him, he stretched out his hand, took hold of
him, and kissed him. 6Absalomdid this sort
of thing to all Israel who came to the king
for judgment. So Absalom stole the hearts
of themen of Israel.

7 At the end of forty years, Absalom said
to the king, “Please let me go and pay my
vow, which I have vowed to the LORD, in
Hebron. 8 For your servant vowed a vow
while I stayed at Geshur in Syria, saying,
‘If the LORD shall indeed bring me again to
Jerusalem, then I will serve the LORD.’ ”

9The king said to him, “Go in peace.”
So he arose and went to Hebron. 10 But

Absalomsent spies throughout all the tribes
of Israel, saying, “As soon as you hear the
sound of the trumpet, then you shall say,
‘Absalom is king in Hebron!’ ”

11 Two hundred men went with Absa-
lom out of Jerusalem, who were invited,
and went in their simplicity; and they
didn’t know anything. 12 Absalom sent for
Ahithophel the Gilonite, David’s counselor,
fromhis city, even fromGiloh, while hewas
offering the sacrifices. The conspiracy was
strong, for the people increased continually

* 14:26 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 200 shekels is about 2 kilograms or about 4.4 pounds.
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with Absalom. 13 A messenger came to
David, saying, “The hearts of the men of
Israel are after Absalom.”

14David said to all his servants whowere
with him at Jerusalem, “Arise! Let’s flee, or
else none of us will escape from Absalom.
Hurry to depart, lest he overtake us quickly
and bring down evil on us, and strike the
city with the edge of the sword.”

15Theking’s servants said to theking, “Be-
hold, your servants are ready to do what-
ever my lord the king chooses.”

16 The king went out, and all his house-
hold after him. The king left ten women,
who were concubines, to keep the house.
17Thekingwentout, andall thepeopleafter
him; and they stayed in Beth Merhak. 18All
his servants passed on beside him; and all
the Cherethites, and all the Pelethites, and
all the Gittites, six hundred men who came
after him from Gath, passed on before the
king.

19 Then the king said to Ittai the Gittite,
“Why do you also go with us? Return, and
stay with the king; for you are a foreigner
and also an exile. Return to your ownplace.
20Whereas you came but yesterday, should
I today make you go up and down with us,
since I go where I may? Return, and take
back your brothers. Mercy and truth be
with you.”

21 Ittai answered the king and said, “As
the LORD lives, and as my lord the king
lives, surely in what place my lord the king
is, whether for death or for life, your ser-
vant will be there also.”

22David said to Ittai, “Go and pass over.”
Ittai the Gittite passed over, and all hismen,
and all the little ones who were with him.
23 All the country wept with a loud voice,
and all the people passed over. The king
also himself passed over the brook Kidron,
and all the people passed over toward the
wayof thewilderness. 24Behold, Zadokalso
came, and all the Levites with him, bearing
the ark of the covenant of God; and they
set down God’s ark; and Abiathar went up
until all the people finished passing out of
the city. 25 The king said to Zadok, “Carry
God’s ark back into the city. If I find favor in
theLORD’s eyes, hewill bringmeagain, and
showme both it and his habitation; 26but if
he says, ‘I have no delight in you,’ behold,
here I am. Let him do to me as seems good
to him.” 27 The king said also to Zadok the
priest, “Aren’t you a seer? Return into the
city in peace, and your two sons with you,
Ahimaaz your son and Jonathan the son of
Abiathar. 28Behold, Iwill stay at the fords of
the wilderness until word comes from you
to inform me.” 29 Zadok therefore and Abi-
athar carried God’s ark to Jerusalem again;

and they stayed there. 30David went up by
the ascent of the Mount of Olives, and wept
as hewent up; and he had his head covered
andwent barefoot. All thepeoplewhowere
with him each covered his head, and they
went up, weeping as they went up.

31 Someone told David, saying,
“Ahithophel is among the conspiratorswith
Absalom.”
David said, “LORD, please turn the coun-

sel of Ahithophel into foolishness.”
32WhenDavidhadcometo the top,where

God was worshiped, behold, Hushai the
Archite came to meet him with his tunic
torn and earth on his head. 33 David said
to him, “If you pass on with me, then you
will be a burden to me; 34 but if you return
to the city, and tell Absalom, ‘I will be your
servant, Oking. As Ihavebeenyour father’s
servant in time past, so I will now be your
servant; then will you defeat for me the
counsel of Ahithophel.’ 35 Don’t you have
Zadok and Abiathar the priests there with
you? Therefore whatever you hear out of
the king’s house, tell it to Zadok and Abi-
athar the priests. 36Behold, they have there
with them their two sons, Ahimaaz, Zadok’s
son, and Jonathan, Abiathar’s son. Send to
meeverything that you shall hear by them.”

37SoHushai, David’s friend, came into the
city; and Absalom came into Jerusalem.

16
1When David was a little past the top, be-

hold, Ziba the servant ofMephiboshethmet
him with a couple of donkeys saddled, and
on them two hundred loaves of bread, and
one hundred clusters of raisins, and one
hundred summer fruits, and a container of
wine. 2The king said to Ziba, “What do you
mean by these?”
Ziba said, “The donkeys are for the king’s

household to ride on; and the bread and
summer fruit for the youngmen to eat; and
the wine, that those who are faint in the
wilderness may drink.”

3 The king said, “Where is your master’s
son?”
Ziba said to the king, “Behold, he is stay-

ing in Jerusalem; for he said, ‘Today the
house of Israel will restoreme the kingdom
of my father.’ ”

4 Then the king said to Ziba, “Behold, all
that belongs to Mephibosheth is yours.”
Ziba said, “I bow down. Let me find favor

in your sight, my lord, O king.”
5When King David came to Bahurim, be-

hold, a man of the family of Saul’s house
came out, whose name was Shimei, the son
of Gera. He came out and cursed as he
came. 6 He cast stones at David and at
all the servants of King David, and all the
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people and all the mighty men were on his
right hand and on his left. 7 Shimei said
whenhecursed, “Begone, begone, youman
of blood, and wicked fellow! 8 The LORD
has returned on you all the blood of Saul’s
house, in whose place you have reigned!
The LORD has delivered the kingdom into
the hand of Absalom your son! Behold, you
are caught by your own mischief, because
you are aman of blood!”

9 Then Abishai the son of Zeruiah said to
the king, “Why should this dead dog curse
my lord the king? Please let me go over and
take off his head.” 10 The king said, “What
have I to do with you, you sons of Zeruiah?
Because he curses, and because the LORD
has said to him, ‘Curse David,’ who then
shall say, ‘Why have you done so?’ ”

11 David said to Abishai and to all his
servants, “Behold, my son, who came out of
my bowels, seeks my life. How much more
this Benjamite, now? Leave him alone, and
let him curse; for the LORDhas invited him.
12 It may be that the LORD will look on
the wrong done to me, and that the LORD
will repay me good for the cursing of me
today.” 13 So David and his men went by
the way; and Shimei went along on the
hillsideoppositehimandcursedashewent,
threw stones at him, and threw dust. 14The
king and all the people who were with him
arrived weary; and he refreshed himself
there.

15Absalom and all the people, the men of
Israel, came to Jerusalem, and Ahithophel
with him. 16 When Hushai the Archite,
David’s friend, had come to Absalom,
Hushai said toAbsalom, “Long live theking!
Long live the king!”

17 Absalom said to Hushai, “Is this your
kindness to your friend? Why didn’t you go
with your friend?”

18 Hushai said to Absalom, “No; but
whomever theLORDand this people andall
the men of Israel have chosen, I will be his,
and I will stay with him. 19 Again, whom
should I serve? Shouldn’t I serve in the
presence of his son? As I have served in
your father’s presence, so I will be in your
presence.”

20 Then Absalom said to Ahithophel,
“Give your counsel what we shall do.”

21 Ahithophel said to Absalom, “Go in to
your father’s concubines that he has left to
keep the house. Then all Israel will hear
that you are abhorred by your father. Then
the hands of all who are with you will be
strong.”

22 So they spread a tent for Absalom on
the top of the house, and Absalom went in
to his father’s concubines in the sight of all
Israel.

23 The counsel of Ahithophel, which he
gave in those days, was as if aman inquired
at the inner sanctuary of God. All the coun-
sel of Ahithophel was like this both with
David and with Absalom.

17
1 Moreover Ahithophel said to Absalom,

“Let me now choose twelve thousand men,
and I will arise and pursue after David
tonight. 2 I will come on him while he is
weary and exhausted, and will make him
afraid. All the peoplewho arewith himwill
flee. I will strike the king only, 3 and I will
bring back all the people to you. The man
whom you seek is as if all returned. All the
people shall be in peace.”

4 The saying pleased Absalom well, and
all the elders of Israel. 5ThenAbsalom said,
“Now call Hushai the Archite also, and let’s
hear likewise what he says.”

6 When Hushai had come to Absalom,
Absalom spoke to him, saying, “Ahithophel
has spoken like this. Shall we do what he
says? If not, speak up.”

7 Hushai said to Absalom, “The counsel
that Ahithophel has given this time is not
good.” 8Hushai said moreover, “You know
your father and his men, that they are
mighty men, and they are fierce in their
minds, like a bear robbed of her cubs in the
field. Your father is a man of war, and will
not lodge with the people. 9 Behold, he is
now hidden in some pit, or in some other
place. It will happen, when some of them
have fallen at the first, that whoever hears
it will say, ‘There is a slaughter among the
people who follow Absalom!’ 10 Even he
who is valiant,whoseheart is as theheart of
a lion, will utterly melt; for all Israel knows
that your father is a mighty man, and those
who are with him are valiant men. 11 But I
counsel that all Israel be gathered together
to you, from Dan even to Beersheba, as the
sand that is by the sea for multitude; and
that you go to battle in your own person.
12 So we will come on him in some place
where hewill be found, andwewill light on
him as the dew falls on the ground, thenwe
will not leave so much as one of him and of
all the men who are with him. 13Moreover,
if he has gone into a city, then all Israel will
bring ropes to that city, and we will draw
it into the river, until there isn’t one small
stone found there.”

14Absalom and all the men of Israel said,
“The counsel of Hushai the Archite is bet-
ter than the counsel of Ahithophel.” For
the LORD had ordained to defeat the good
counsel of Ahithophel, to the intent that the
LORDmight bring evil on Absalom.
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15 Then Hushai said to Zadok and to Abi-
athar the priests, “Ahithophel counseled
Absalom and the elders of Israel that way;
and I have counseled this way. 16 Now
therefore send quickly, and tell David, say-
ing, ‘Don’t lodge tonight at the fords of the
wilderness, but by all means pass over, lest
thekingbe swallowedup, andall thepeople
who are with him.’ ”

17Now Jonathan and Ahimaaz were stay-
ing by En Rogel; and a female servant used
to go and report to them, and they went
and told King David; for they couldn’t risk
being seen coming into the city. 18 But a
boy saw them, and told Absalom. Then
they both went away quickly and came to
the house of a man in Bahurim, who had
a well in his court; and they went down
there. 19 The woman took and spread the
covering over the well’s mouth, and spread
out crushed grain on it; and nothing was
known. 20 Absalom’s servants came to the
woman to the house; and they said, “Where
are Ahimaaz and Jonathan?”
The woman said to them, “They have

gone over the brook of water.”
When they had sought and could not find

them, they returned to Jerusalem. 21 After
they had departed, they came up out of the
well and went and told King David; and
they said to David, “Arise and pass quickly
over the water; for thus has Ahithophel
counseled against you.”

22 Then David arose, and all the people
who were with him, and they passed over
the Jordan. By the morning light there
lacked not one of them who had not gone
over the Jordan.

23When Ahithophel saw that his counsel
was not followed, he saddled his donkey,
arose, and went home to his city, set his
house in order, and hanged himself; and
he died, and was buried in the tomb of his
father.

24 Then David came to Mahanaim. Ab-
salom passed over the Jordan, he and all
the men of Israel with him. 25 Absalom
set Amasa over the army instead of Joab.
Now Amasa was the son of a man whose
name was Ithra the Israelite, who went in
to Abigail the daughter of Nahash, sister
to Zeruiah, Joab’s mother. 26 Israel and
Absalom encamped in the land of Gilead.

27 When David had come to Mahanaim,
Shobi the son of Nahash of Rabbah of
the children of Ammon, and Machir the
son of Ammiel of Lodebar, and Barzil-
lai the Gileadite of Rogelim, 28 brought
beds, basins, earthen vessels, wheat, bar-
ley, meal, parched grain, beans, lentils,
roasted grain, 29 honey, butter, sheep, and
cheese of the herd, for David and for the

people who were with him to eat; for they
said, “The people are hungry, weary, and
thirsty in the wilderness.”

18
1 David counted the people who were

withhim, and set captains of thousandsand
captains of hundreds over them. 2 David
sent the people out, a third part under the
hand of Joab, and a third part under the
hand of Abishai the son of Zeruiah, Joab’s
brother, and a third part under the hand of
Ittai the Gittite. The king said to the people,
“I will also surely go out with youmyself.”

3But thepeople said, “Youshall not goout,
for if we flee away, they will not care for us,
neither if half of us die, will they care for
us. But you are worth ten thousand of us.
Thereforenowit isbetter thatyouareready
to help us out of the city.”

4 The king said to them, “I will do what
seems best to you.”
The king stood beside the gate, and all

the people went out by hundreds and by
thousands. 5 The king commanded Joab
and Abishai and Ittai, saying, “Deal gently
for my sake with the young man Absalom.”
All the people heard when the king com-
manded all the captains concerning Absa-
lom.

6 So the people went out into the field
against Israel; and the battle was in the
forest of Ephraim. 7 The people of Israel
were struck there before David’s servants,
and there was a great slaughter there that
day of twenty thousand men. 8 For the bat-
tle was there spread over the surface of all
the country, and the forest devoured more
people that day than the sword devoured.

9Absalom happened to meet David’s ser-
vants. Absalomwas riding on hismule, and
the mule went under the thick boughs of
a great oak; and his head caught hold of
the oak, and he was hanging between the
sky and earth; and themule that was under
him went on. 10 A certain man saw it, and
told Joab, and said, “Behold, I saw Absalom
hanging in an oak.”

11 Joab said to the man who told him,
“Behold, you saw it, and why didn’t you
strike him there to the ground? I would
have given you ten pieces of silver and a
sash.”

12Theman said to Joab, “Though I should
receive a thousand pieces of silver in my
hand, I still wouldn’t stretch out my hand
against the king’s son; for in our hearing
the king commanded you and Abishai and
Ittai, saying, ‘Beware that no one touch the
young man Absalom.’ 13Otherwise, if I had
dealt falsely against his life (and there is
no matter hidden from the king), then you
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yourself would have set yourself against
me.”

14 Then Joab said, “I’m not going to wait
like this with you.” He took three darts
in his hand and thrust them through Absa-
lom’s heart while he was still alive in the
middle of the oak. 15 Ten young men who
bore Joab’s armor surrounded and struck
Absalom, and killed him. 16 Joab blew the
trumpet, and thepeople returned frompur-
suing after Israel; for Joab held the people
back. 17 They took Absalom and cast him
into a great pit in the forest, and raised over
him a very great heap of stones. Then all
Israel fled, each to his own tent.

18Now Absalom in his lifetime had taken
and reared up for himself the pillar which
is in the king’s valley, for he said, “I have no
son to keepmyname inmemory.” He called
the pillar after his own name. It is called
Absalom’s monument, to this day.

19 Then Ahimaaz the son of Zadok said,
“Let me now run and carry the king news,
how the LORD has avenged him of his ene-
mies.”

20 Joab said to him, “You must not be the
bearer of news today, but you must carry
news another day. But today you must
carry no news, because the king’s son is
dead.”

21 Then Joab said to the Cushite, “Go, tell
the king what you have seen!” The Cushite
bowed himself to Joab, and ran.

22ThenAhimaaz the sonof Zadok said yet
again to Joab, “But come what may, please
let me also run after the Cushite.”
Joab said, “Why do you want to run, my

son, since you will have no reward for the
news?”

23 “But come what may,” he said, “I will
run.”
He said to him, “Run!” Then Ahimaaz

ran by the way of the Plain, and outran the
Cushite.

24NowDavidwas sitting between the two
gates; and the watchman went up to the
roof of the gate to the wall, and lifted up
his eyes and looked, and, behold, a man
running alone. 25 The watchman shouted
and told the king. The king said, “If he is
alone, there is news in hismouth.” He came
closer and closer.

26 The watchman saw another man run-
ning; and the watchman called to the gate-
keeper and said, “Behold, a man running
alone!”
The king said, “He also brings news.”
27 The watchman said, “I think the run-

ning of the first one is like the running of
Ahimaaz the son of Zadok.”
The king said, “He is a good man, and

comes with good news.”

28 Ahimaaz called, and said to the king,
“All is well.” He bowed himself before the
king with his face to the earth, and said,
“Blessed is the LORD your God, who has
delivered up the men who lifted up their
hand against my lord the king!”

29The king said, “Is it well with the young
man Absalom?”
Ahimaaz answered, “When Joab sent the

king’s servant, evenme your servant, I saw
a great tumult, but I don’t know what it
was.”

30 The king said, “Come and stand here.”
He came and stood still.

31 Behold, the Cushite came. The Cushite
said, “Good news for my lord the king, for
theLORDhasavengedyou todayof all those
who rose up against you.”

32 The king said to the Cushite, “Is it well
with the youngman Absalom?”
The Cushite answered, “May the enemies

of my lord the king, and all who rise up
against you to do you harm, be as that
youngman is.”

33 The king was much moved, and went
up to the room over the gate and wept. As
hewent, he said, “My sonAbsalom! My son,
my son Absalom! I wish I had died instead
of you, Absalom, my son, my son!”

19
1 Joab was told, “Behold, the king weeps

and mourns for Absalom.” 2 The victory
that day was turned into mourning among
all the people, for the people heard it said
that day, “The king grieves for his son.”

3 The people sneaked into the city that
day, as people who are ashamed steal away
when they flee in battle. 4The king covered
his face, and the king cried with a loud
voice, “My son Absalom, Absalom, my son,
my son!”

5 Joab came into the house to the king,
and said, “Today youhave shamed the faces
of all your servants who today have saved
your life, and the lives of your sons and of
your daughters, and the lives of yourwives,
and the lives of your concubines; 6 in that
you love thosewho hate you and hate those
who love you. For you have declared today
that princes and servants are nothing to
you. For today I perceive that if Absalom
had lived and we had all died today, then
it would have pleased you well. 7 Now
therefore arise, go out and speak to comfort
your servants; for I swear by the LORD, if
you don’t go out, not a man will stay with
you this night. That would be worse to you
than all the evil that has happened to you
from your youth until now.”

8 Then the king arose and sat in the gate.
The people were all told, “Behold, the king
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is sitting in the gate.” All the people came
before the king. Now Israel had fled every
man to his tent. 9 All the people were at
strife throughout all the tribes of Israel, say-
ing, “The king delivered us out of the hand
of our enemies, and he saved us out of the
hand of the Philistines; and nowhe has fled
out of the land from Absalom. 10 Absalom,
whom we anointed over us, is dead in bat-
tle. Now therefore why don’t you speak a
word of bringing the king back?”

11 King David sent to Zadok and to Abi-
athar the priests, saying, “Speak to the el-
ders of Judah, saying, ‘Why are you the last
to bring the king back to his house, since
the speech of all Israel has come to the
king, to return him to his house? 12 You
are my brothers. You are my bone and my
flesh. Why then are you the last to bring
back the king?’ 13 Say to Amasa, ‘Aren’t
you my bone and my flesh? God do so to
me, and more also, if you aren’t captain
of the army before me continually instead
of Joab.’ ” 14 He bowed the heart of all the
men of Judah, even as oneman, so that they
sent to the king, saying, “Return, you and all
your servants.”

15 So the king returned, and came to the
Jordan. Judah came to Gilgal, to go to meet
the king, to bring the king over the Jordan.
16 Shimei the son of Gera, the Benjamite,
who was of Bahurim, hurried and came
down with the men of Judah to meet King
David. 17 There were a thousand men of
Benjamin with him, and Ziba the servant
of Saul’s house, and his fifteen sons and his
twenty servants with him; and they went
through the Jordan in the presence of the
king. 18A ferry boat went to bring over the
king’shousehold, and todowhathe thought
good.
Shimei the son of Gera fell down before

the king when he had come over the Jor-
dan. 19 He said to the king, “Don’t let
my lord impute iniquity to me, or remem-
ber that which your servant did perversely
the day that my lord the king went out of
Jerusalem, that the king should take it to
his heart. 20 For your servant knows that I
have sinned. Thereforebehold, Ihavecome
todayas thefirst of all thehouse of Joseph to
go down tomeet my lord the king.”

21 But Abishai the son of Zeruiah an-
swered, “Shouldn’t Shimei be put to death
for this, because he cursed the LORD’s
anointed?”

22 David said, “What have I to do with
you, you sons of Zeruiah, that you should
be adversaries to me today? Shall any man
be put to death today in Israel? For don’t
I know that I am king over Israel today?”

23Theking said to Shimei, “Youwill not die.”
The king swore to him.

24 Mephibosheth the son of Saul came
down to meet the king; and he had neither
groomed his feet, nor trimmed his beard,
nor washed his clothes, from the day the
king departed until the day he came home
inpeace. 25Whenhehad come to Jerusalem
tomeet the king, the king said to him, “Why
didn’t you go withme, Mephibosheth?”

26 He answered, “My lord, O king, my
servant deceivedme. For your servant said,
‘Iwill saddle a donkey formyself, that Imay
ride on it and go with the king,’ because
your servant is lame. 27 He has slandered
your servant to my lord the king, but my
lord the king is as an angel of God. There-
fore do what is good in your eyes. 28 For
all my father’s house were but dead men
before my lord the king; yet you set your
servant among those who ate at your own
table. What right therefore have I yet that I
should appeal anymore to the king?”

29 The king said to him, “Why do you
speak any more of your matters? I say, you
and Ziba divide the land.”

30Mephibosheth said to the king, “Yes, let
him take all, because my lord the king has
come in peace to his own house.”

31Barzillai the Gileadite camedown from
Rogelim; and he went over the Jordan with
the king to conduct him over the Jordan.
32Now Barzillai was a very agedman, even
eighty years old. He had provided the
king with sustenance while he stayed at
Mahanaim, for he was a very great man.
33 The king said to Barzillai, “Come over
with me, and I will sustain you with me in
Jerusalem.”

34 Barzillai said to the king, “How many
are the days of the years of my life, that I
should goupwith theking to Jerusalem? 35 I
am eighty years old, today. Can I discern
between good and bad? Can your servant
taste what I eat or what I drink? Can I
hear the voice of singing men and singing
women any more? Why then should your
servant be a burden to my lord the king?
36 Your servant will just go over the Jordan
with the king. Why should the king repay
me with such a reward? 37 Please let your
servant turn back again, that I may die in
my own city, by the grave of my father
and my mother. But behold, your servant
Chimham; let him go over with my lord the
king; and do to himwhat shall seem good to
you.”

38 The king answered, “Chimham shall
go over with me, and I will do to him that
which shall seem good to you. Whatever
you request of me, that I will do for you.”
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39 All the people went over the Jordan,
and the king went over. Then the king
kissed Barzillai and blessed him; and he
returned to his own place. 40 So the king
went over to Gilgal, and Chimham went
over with him. All the people of Judah
brought the king over, and also half the peo-
ple of Israel. 41Behold, all the men of Israel
came to the king, and said to the king, “Why
have our brothers the men of Judah stolen
you away, and brought the king and his
household, over the Jordan, and all David’s
menwith him?”

42All themen of Judah answered themen
of Israel, “Because the king is a close rela-
tive to us. Why then are you angry about
this matter? Have we eaten at all at the
king’s cost? Or has he given us any gift?”

43 The men of Israel answered the men
of Judah, and said, “We have ten parts in
the king, and we have also more claim to
David than you. Why then did you despise
us, that our advice should not be first had in
bringing back our king?” The words of the
men of Judah were fiercer than the words
of themen of Israel.

20
1 There happened to be there a wicked

fellow, whose name was Sheba the son of
Bichri, a Benjamite; and he blew the trum-
pet, and said, “Wehave no portion inDavid,
neither have we inheritance in the son of
Jesse. Everyman to his tents, Israel!”

2 So all the men of Israel went up from
following David, and followed Sheba the
son of Bichri; but the men of Judah joined
with their king, from the Jordan even to
Jerusalem.

3 David came to his house at Jerusalem;
and the king took the tenwomen his concu-
bines, whom he had left to keep the house,
andput them in custodyandprovided them
with sustenance, butdidn’t go in to them. So
they were shut up to the day of their death,
living in widowhood.

4 Then the king said to Amasa, “Call me
the men of Judah together within three
days, and be here present.”

5 So Amasa went to call the men of Ju-
dah together, but he stayed longer than the
set time which had been appointed to him.
6 David said to Abishai, “Now Sheba the
son of Bichri will do us more harm than
Absalom did. Take your lord’s servants
and pursue after him, lest he get himself
fortified cities, and escape out of our sight.”

7 Joab’s men went out after him with
the Cherethites, the Pelethites, and all
the mighty men; and they went out of
JerusalemtopursueSheba the sonofBichri.
8When they were at the great stone which

is in Gibeon, Amasa came to meet them.
Joab was clothed in his apparel of war that
he had put on, and on it was a sash with a
sword fastened on his waist in its sheath;
and as he went along it fell out. 9 Joab said
to Amasa, “Is it well with you, my brother?”
Joab tookAmasa by the beardwith his right
hand to kiss him. 10ButAmasa tooknoheed
to the sword that was in Joab’s hand. So he
struck him with it in the body and shed out
his bowels to the ground, and didn’t strike
him again; and he died. Joab and Abishai
his brotherpursuedSheba the sonofBichri.
11 One of Joab’s young men stood by him,
and said, “He who favors Joab, and he who
is for David, let him follow Joab!”

12 Amasa lay wallowing in his blood in
the middle of the highway. When the man
saw that all the people stood still, he carried
Amasa out of the highway into the field,
and cast a garment over him when he saw
that everyone who came by him stood still.
13 When he was removed out of the high-
way, all the people went on after Joab to
pursue Sheba the son of Bichri. 14He went
through all the tribes of Israel to Abel, to
BethMaacah, andall theBerites. Theywere
gathered together, and went also after him.
15 They came and besieged him in Abel of
Beth Maacah, and they cast up a mound
against the city, and it stood against the
rampart; and all the people who were with
Joab battered the wall to throw it down.

16 Then a wise woman cried out of the
city, “Hear, hear! Please say to Joab, ‘Come
nearhere, that Imayspeakwithyou.’ ” 17He
camenear to her; and thewoman said, “Are
you Joab?”
He answered, “I am.”
Then she said to him, “Hear the words of

your servant.”
He answered, “I’m listening.”
18 Then she spoke, saying, “They used to

say in old times, ‘They shall surely ask coun-
sel at Abel,’ and so they settled a matter.
19 I am among thosewho are peaceable and
faithful in Israel. You seek to destroy a
city and a mother in Israel. Why will you
swallow up the LORD’s inheritance?”

20 Joab answered, “Far be it, far be it from
me, that I should swallow up or destroy.
21Thematter is not so. But a man of the hill
country of Ephraim, Sheba the son of Bichri
by name, has lifted up his hand against the
king, even against David. Just deliver him,
and I will depart from the city.”
The woman said to Joab, “Behold, his

head will be thrown to you over the wall.”
22Then the womanwent to all the people

in her wisdom. They cut off the head of
Sheba the son of Bichri, and threw it out to
Joab. He blew the trumpet, and they were



2 Samuel 20:23 261 2 Samuel 22:3

dispersed from the city, every man to his
tent. Then Joabreturned to Jerusalemto the
king.

23 Now Joab was over all the army of
Israel, Benaiah the sonof Jehoiadawasover
the Cherethites and over the Pelethites,
24 Adoram was over the men subject to
forced labor, Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud
was the recorder, 25 Sheva was scribe,
Zadok and Abiathar were priests, 26and Ira
the Jairite was chief minister to David.

21
1There was a famine in the days of David

for three years, year after year; and David
sought the face of the LORD. The LORD said,
“It is for Saul, and for his bloody house,
because he put the Gibeonites to death.”

2 The king called the Gibeonites and said
to them (now the Gibeonites were not of
the children of Israel, but of the remnant of
the Amorites, and the children of Israel had
sworn to them; and Saul sought to kill them
in his zeal for the children of Israel and
Judah); 3 and David said to the Gibeonites,
“What should I do for you? And with what
should I make atonement, that you may
bless the LORD’s inheritance?”

4 The Gibeonites said to him, “It is no
matter of silver or goldbetweenus andSaul
or his house; neither is it for us to put any
man to death in Israel.”
He said, “I will do for you whatever you

say.”
5Theysaid to theking, “Themanwhocon-

sumed us and who plotted against us, that
we should be destroyed from remaining in
any of the borders of Israel, 6 let sevenmen
of his sons be delivered to us, and we will
hang themup to theLORD inGibeahof Saul,
the chosen of the LORD.”
The king said, “I will give them.”
7 But the king spared Mephibosheth the

son of Jonathan the son of Saul, because of
theLORD’s oath thatwasbetween them, be-
tween David and Jonathan the son of Saul.
8 But the king took the two sons of Rizpah
the daughter of Aiah, whom she bore to
Saul, Armoni and Mephibosheth; and the
five sons of Merab the daughter of Saul,
whom she bore to Adriel the son of Barzil-
lai the Meholathite. 9 He delivered them
into the hands of the Gibeonites; and they
hanged them on the mountain before the
LORD, and all seven of them fell together.
They were put to death in the days of har-
vest, in the first days, at the beginning of
barley harvest.

10Rizpah the daughter of Aiah took sack-
cloth and spread it for herself on the rock,
from the beginning of harvest until water
poured on them from the sky. She allowed

neither the birds of the sky to rest on them
by day, nor the animals of the field by night.
11Davidwas toldwhat Rizpah the daughter
of Aiah, the concubine of Saul, had done.
12 So David went and took the bones of Saul
and the bones of Jonathan his son from
the men of Jabesh Gilead, who had stolen
them from the street of Beth Shan, where
the Philistines had hanged them in the day
that the Philistines killed Saul in Gilboa;
13 and he brought up from there the bones
of Saul and the bones of Jonathan his son.
They also gathered the bones of those who
were hanged. 14 They buried the bones of
Saul and Jonathan his son in the country
of Benjamin in Zela, in the tomb of Kish
his father; and they performed all that the
kingcommanded. After that, Godanswered
prayer for the land.

15 The Philistines had war again with Is-
rael; and David went down, and his ser-
vants with him, and fought against the
Philistines. David grew faint; 16 and Ish-
bibenob, who was of the sons of the giant,
the weight of whose spear was three hun-
dred shekels of bronze in weight, he being
armedwith a new sword, thought hewould
kill David. 17But Abishai the son of Zeruiah
helped him, and struck the Philistine and
killed him. Then the men of David swore
to him, saying, “Don’t go out with us to
battle any more, so that you don’t quench
the lamp of Israel.”

18 After this, there was again war with
the Philistines at Gob. Then Sibbecai the
Hushathite killed Saph,whowas of the sons
of the giant. 19 There was again war with
the Philistines at Gob, and Elhanan the son
of Jaare-Oregim theBethlehemite killedGo-
liath the Gittite’s brother, the staff of whose
spear was like a weaver’s beam. 20 There
was again war at Gath, where there was a
man of great stature, who had six fingers
on every hand and six toes on every foot,
twenty-four in number, and he also was
born to the giant. 21When he defied Israel,
Jonathan the sonof Shimei, David’s brother,
killed him. 22 These four were born to the
giant in Gath; and they fell by the hand of
David and by the hand of his servants.

22
1 David spoke to the LORD the words of

this song in the day that the LORDdelivered
him out of the hand of all his enemies, and
out of the hand of Saul, 2and he said:
“The LORD is my rock,

my fortress,
andmy deliverer, evenmine;

3God is my rock in whom I take refuge;
my shield, and the horn of my salva-
tion,



2 Samuel 22:4 262 2 Samuel 22:42

my high tower, andmy refuge.
My savior, you saveme from violence.

4 I call on the LORD, who is worthy to be
praised;

So shall I be saved frommy enemies.

5For the waves of death surroundedme.
The floods of ungodliness made me
afraid.

6The cords of Sheol* were aroundme.
The snares of death caught me.

7 In my distress, I called on the LORD.
Yes, I called to my God.

He heardmy voice out of his temple.
My cry came into his ears.

8Then the earth shook and trembled.
The foundations of heaven quaked and
were shaken,

because he was angry.
9 Smoke went up out of his nostrils.

Consuming fire came out of his mouth.
Coals were kindled by it.

10 He bowed the heavens also, and came
down.

Thick darkness was under his feet.
11He rode on a cherub, and flew.

Yes, he was seen on the wings of the
wind.

12Hemade darkness a shelter around him-
self,

gathering ofwaters, and thick clouds of
the skies.

13At the brightness before him,
coals of fire were kindled.

14The LORD thundered from heaven.
TheMost High uttered his voice.

15He sent out arrows and scattered them,
lightning and confused them.

16Then the channels of the sea appeared.
The foundations of the world were laid
bare by the LORD’s rebuke,

at the blast of the breath of his nostrils.

17He sent from on high and he tookme.
He drewme out of many waters.

18He deliveredme frommy strong enemy,
from those who hated me, for they
were toomighty for me.

19 They came on me in the day of my
calamity,

but the LORDwasmy support.
20He also broughtme out into a large place.

He delivered me, because he delighted
inme.

21 The LORD rewarded me according to my
righteousness.

He rewarded me according to the
cleanness of my hands.

22For I have kept the LORD’s ways,

and have not wickedly departed from
my God.

23For all his ordinances were before me.
As for his statutes, I didn’t depart from
them.

24 I was also perfect toward him.
I kept myself frommy iniquity.

25 Therefore the LORD has rewarded me
according to my righteousness,

According to my cleanness in his eye-
sight.

26With the merciful you will show yourself
merciful.

With the perfect man you will show
yourself perfect.

27With the pure youwill show yourself
pure.

With the crooked you will show your-
self shrewd.

28Youwill save the afflicted people,
but your eyes are on the arrogant, that
youmay bring them down.

29For you aremy lamp, LORD.
The LORDwill light upmy darkness.

30For by you, I run against a troop.
Bymy God, I leap over a wall.

31As for God, his way is perfect.
The LORD’s word is tested.
He is a shield to all those who take
refuge in him.

32For who is God, besides the LORD?
Who is a rock, besides our God?

33God is my strong fortress.
Hemakes myway perfect.

34Hemakes his feet like hinds’ feet,
and sets me onmy high places.

35He teaches my hands to war,
so that my arms bend a bow of bronze.

36You have also givenme the shield of your
salvation.

Your gentleness has mademe great.
37You have enlargedmy steps under me.

My feet have not slipped.
38 I have pursued my enemies and de-

stroyed them.
I didn’t turn again until they were con-
sumed.

39 I have consumed them,
and struck them through,
so that they can’t arise.
Yes, they have fallen under my feet.

40For you have armedmewith strength for
the battle.

You have subdued underme thosewho
rose up against me.

41 You have also made my enemies turn
their backs to me,

that I might cut off those who hate me.
42They looked, but therewasnoone to save;

* 22:6 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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even to the LORD, but he didn’t answer
them.

43 Then I beat them as small as the dust of
the earth.

I crushed them as the mire of the
streets, and spread them abroad.

44 You also have delivered me from the
strivings of my people.

You have kept me to be the head of the
nations.

A people whom I have not known will
serveme.

45The foreigners will submit themselves to
me.

As soon as they hear of me, they will
obeyme.

46The foreigners will fade away,
and will come trembling out of their
close places.

47The LORD lives!
Blessed bemy rock!

Exalted be God, the rock of my salvation,
48 even the God who executes
vengeance for me,

who brings down peoples under me,
49 who brings me away from my ene-
mies.

Yes, you lift me up above those who rise up
against me.

You deliver me from the violent man.
50Therefore Iwill give thanks to you, LORD,

among the nations,
and will sing praises to your name.

51He gives great deliverance to his king,
and shows loving kindness to his
anointed,

to David and to his offspring, forever
more.”

23
1Now these are the last words of David.

David the son of Jesse says,
the manwhowas raised on high says,
the anointed of the God of Jacob,
the sweet psalmist of Israel:

2 “The LORD’s Spirit spoke byme.
His word was onmy tongue.

3The God of Israel said,
the Rock of Israel spoke to me,
‘Onewho rules over men righteously,
who rules in the fear of God,

4 shall be as the light of the morning when
the sun rises,

a morning without clouds,
when the tender grass springs out of
the earth,

through clear shining after rain.’
5 Isn’t my house so with God?

Yet he hasmadewithmean everlasting
covenant,

ordered in all things, and sure,
for it is all my salvation and all my
desire.

Won’t he make it grow?
6But all the ungodly will be as thorns to be

thrust away,
because they can’t be taken with the
hand.

7 The man who touches them must be
armed with iron and the staff of a
spear.

They will be utterly burned with fire in
their place.”

8 These are the names of the mighty men
whom David had: Josheb Basshebeth a
Tahchemonite, chief of the captains; he
was called Adino the Eznite, who killed
eight hundred at one time. 9 After him
was Eleazar the son of Dodai the son of an
Ahohite, one of the three mighty men with
Davidwhen they defied the Philistines who
were there gathered together to battle, and
the men of Israel had gone away. 10 He
arose and struck the Philistines until his
hand was weary, and his hand froze to
the sword; and the LORD worked a great
victory that day; and the people returned
after him only to take plunder. 11After him
was Shammah the son of Agee a Hararite.
The Philistines had gathered together into
a troop where there was a plot of ground
full of lentils; and the people fled from the
Philistines. 12 But he stood in the middle
of the plot and defended it, and killed the
Philistines; and the LORD worked a great
victory.

13 Three of the thirty chief men went
down, and came to David in the harvest
time to the cave of Adullam; and the troop
of the Philistines was encamped in the
valley of Rephaim. 14 David was then in
the stronghold; and the garrison of the
Philistines was then in Bethlehem. 15David
said longingly, “Oh that someone would
give me water to drink from the well of
Bethlehem, which is by the gate!”

16 The three mighty men broke through
the army of the Philistines, and drewwater
out of thewell of Bethlehem thatwas by the
gate and took it and brought it to David; but
he would not drink of it, but poured it out
to the LORD. 17He said, “Be it far from me,
LORD, that I should do this! Isn’t this the
blood of the men who risked their lives to
go?” Therefore he would not drink it. The
threemighty men did these things.

18Abishai, the brother of Joab, the son of
Zeruiah, was chief of the three. He lifted up
his spear against three hundred and killed
them, and had a name among the three.
19 Wasn’t he most honorable of the three?
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Therefore hewasmade their captain. How-
ever he wasn’t included as one of the three.

20 Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, the son
of a valiant man of Kabzeel, who had done
mighty deeds, killed the two sons of Ariel
of Moab. He also went down and killed
a lion in the middle of a pit in a time of
snow. 21He killed a huge Egyptian, and the
Egyptian had a spear in his hand; but he
went down to him with a staff and plucked
the spear out of the Egyptian’s hand, and
killed him with his own spear. 22 Benaiah
the son of Jehoiada did these things, and
had a name among the three mighty men.
23 He was more honorable than the thirty,
but he didn’t attain to the three. David set
him over his guard.

24 Asahel the brother of Joab was one
of the thirty: Elhanan the son of Dodo
of Bethlehem, 25 Shammah the Harodite,
Elika the Harodite, 26 Helez the Paltite, Ira
the son of Ikkesh the Tekoite, 27 Abiezer
the Anathothite, Mebunnai the Hushathite,
28 Zalmon the Ahohite, Maharai the Ne-
tophathite, 29 Heleb the son of Baanah
the Netophathite, Ittai the son of Ribai
of Gibeah of the children of Benjamin,
30 Benaiah a Pirathonite, Hiddai of the
brooks of Gaash. 31Abialbon the Arbathite,
Azmaveth the Barhumite, 32 Eliahba the
Shaalbonite, the sons of Jashen, Jonathan,
33 Shammah the Hararite, Ahiam the son of
Sharar the Ararite, 34 Eliphelet the son of
Ahasbai, the son of the Maacathite, Eliam
the son of Ahithophel the Gilonite, 35Hezro
the Carmelite, Paarai the Arbite, 36 Igal
the son of Nathan of Zobah, Bani the Ga-
dite, 37 Zelek the Ammonite, Naharai the
Beerothite, armor bearers to Joab the son of
Zeruiah, 38 Ira the Ithrite, Gareb the Ithrite,
39and Uriah the Hittite: thirty-seven in all.

24
1Again the LORD’s anger burned against

Israel, and he moved David against them,
saying, “Go, count Israel and Judah.” 2 The
king said to Joab the captain of the army,
who was with him, “Now go back and forth
through all the tribes of Israel, from Dan
even to Beersheba, and count the people,
that I may know the sum of the people.”

3 Joab said to the king, “Now may the
LORD your God add to the people, however
many theymay be, one hundred times; and
may the eyes of my lord the king see it. But
why does my lord the king delight in this
thing?”

4 Notwithstanding, the king’s word pre-
vailed against Joab and against the captains
of the army. Joab and the captains of the
army went out from the presence of the
king to count the people of Israel. 5 They

passed over the Jordan and encamped in
Aroer, on the right side of the city that is
in the middle of the valley of Gad, and to
Jazer; 6 then they came to Gilead and to the
land of Tahtim Hodshi; and they came to
Dan Jaan and around to Sidon, 7 and came
to the stronghold of Tyre, and to all the
cities of the Hivites and of the Canaanites;
and they went out to the south of Judah, at
Beersheba. 8 So when they had gone back
and forth through all the land, they came
to Jerusalem at the end of nine months and
twenty days. 9 Joab gave up the sum of
the counting of the people to the king; and
there were in Israel eight hundred thou-
sand valiantmenwho drew the sword, and
the men of Judah were five hundred thou-
sandmen.

10 David’s heart struck him after he had
counted the people. David said to the LORD,
“I have sinned greatly in that which I have
done. But now, the LORD, put away, I beg
you, the iniquity of your servant; for I have
done very foolishly.”

11 When David rose up in the morning,
the LORD’s word came to the prophet Gad,
David’s seer, saying, 12 “Go and speak to
David, ‘The LORD says, “I offer you three
things. Choose one of them, that I may do
it to you.” ’ ”

13 So Gad came to David, and told him,
saying, “Shall seven years of famine come
to you in your land? Or will you flee three
months before your foes while they pursue
you? Or shall therebe threedays’pestilence
in your land? Now answer, and consider
what answer I shall return to himwho sent
me.”

14David said to Gad, “I am in distress. Let
us fall now into the LORD’s hand, for his
mercies are great. Letmenot fall intoman’s
hand.”

15 So the LORD sent a pestilence on Israel
from the morning even to the appointed
time; and seventy thousand men died of
the people from Dan even to Beersheba.
16 When the angel stretched out his hand
toward Jerusalem to destroy it, the LORD
relented of the disaster, and said to the an-
gel who destroyed the people, “It is enough.
Now withdraw your hand.” The LORD’s
angelwasby the threshingfloorofAraunah
the Jebusite.

17David spoke to the LORD when he saw
the angel who struck the people, and said,
“Behold, I have sinned, and I have done
perversely; but these sheep,whathave they
done? Please let your hand be against me,
and against my father’s house.”

18 Gad came that day to David and said
to him, “Go up, build an altar to the LORD
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on the threshing floor of Araunah the Je-
busite.”

19 David went up according to the say-
ing of Gad, as the LORD commanded.
20 Araunah looked out, and saw the king
and his servants coming on toward him.
ThenAraunahwent out and bowed himself
before the king with his face to the ground.
21Araunah said, “Why hasmy lord the king
come to his servant?”
David said, “To buy your threshing floor,

tobuildanaltar to theLORD, that theplague
may be stopped from afflicting the people.”

22Araunah said toDavid, “Letmy lord the
king take and offer up what seems good to
him. Behold, the cattle for the burnt offer-
ing, and the threshing sledges and theyokes
of the oxen for the wood. 23All this, O king,
does Araunah give to the king.” Araunah
said to the king, “May the LORD your God
accept you.”

24Theking said toAraunah, “No, but Iwill
most certainly buy it from you for a price.
I will not offer burnt offerings to the LORD
my God which cost me nothing.” So David
bought the threshing floor and the oxen for
fifty shekels* of silver. 25 David built an
altar to the LORD there, and offered burnt
offerings and peace offerings. So the LORD
was entreated for the land, and the plague
was removed from Israel.

* 24:24 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 50 shekels is about 0.5 kilograms or 1.1 pounds.
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The First Book of Kings
1Now King David was old and advanced

inyears; and theycoveredhimwithclothes,
but he couldn’t keep warm. 2 Therefore his
servants said to him, “Let a young virgin
be sought for my lord the king. Let her
stand before the king, and cherish him; and
let her lie in your bosom, that my lord the
king may keep warm.” 3 So they sought for
a beautiful young lady throughout all the
borders of Israel, and found Abishag the
Shunammite, and brought her to the king.
4 The young lady was very beautiful; and
she cherished the king, and served him; but
the king didn’t know her intimately.

5 Then Adonijah the son of Haggith ex-
alted himself, saying, “I will be king.” Then
he prepared him chariots and horsemen,
and fifty men to run before him. 6 His
father had not displeased him at any time
in saying, “Why have you done so?” and he
was also a very handsomeman; and hewas
born after Absalom. 7 He conferred with
Joab the son of Zeruiah and with Abiathar
the priest; and they followed Adonijah and
helped him. 8But Zadok the priest, Benaiah
the son of Jehoiada, Nathan the prophet,
Shimei, Rei, and the mighty men who be-
longed to David, were not with Adonijah.

9 Adonijah killed sheep, cattle, and
fatlings by the stone of Zoheleth, which
is beside En Rogel; and he called all his
brothers, the king’s sons, and all themen of
Judah, the king’s servants; 10 but he didn’t
call Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah, and
themighty men, and Solomon his brother.

11 Then Nathan spoke to Bathsheba the
mother of Solomon, saying, “Haven’t you
heard that Adonijah the son of Haggith
reigns, and David our lord doesn’t know it?
12 Now therefore come, please let me give
you counsel, that you may save your own
life and your son Solomon’s life. 13 Go in
to King David, and tell him, ‘Didn’t you, my
lord the king, swear to your servant, saying,
“Assuredly Solomon your son shall reign
after me, and he shall sit on my throne”?
Why then does Adonijah reign?’ 14Behold,*
while you are still talking there with the
king, I will also come in after you and con-
firm your words.”

15 Bathsheba went in to the king in his
room. The king was very old; and Abishag
the Shunammite was serving the king.
16Bathsheba bowed and showed respect to

the king. The king said, “What would you
like?”

17She said to him, “My lord, you swore by
the LORD† your God‡ to your servant, ‘As-
suredly Solomon your son shall reign after
me, and he shall sit on my throne.’ 18Now,
behold, Adonijah reigns; and you, my lord
the king, don’t know it. 19Hehas slain cattle
and fatlings and sheep in abundance, and
has called all the sons of the king, Abiathar
the priest, and Joab the captain of the army;
but he hasn’t called Solomon your servant.
20You,my lord the king, the eyes of all Israel
are on you, that you should tell them who
will sit on the throne of my lord the king af-
ter him. 21Otherwise it will happen, when
my lord theking sleepswithhis fathers, that
I and my son Solomon will be considered
criminals.”

22 Behold, while she was still talking
with the king, Nathan the prophet came
in. 23 They told the king, saying, “Behold,
Nathan the prophet!”
When he had come in before the king, he

bowedhimself before the kingwith his face
to the ground. 24 Nathan said, “My lord,
King, have you said, ‘Adonijah shall reign
after me, and he shall sit on my throne’?
25Forhehas gonedown today, andhas slain
cattle, fatlings, and sheep in abundance,
and has called all the king’s sons, the cap-
tains of the army, and Abiathar the priest.
Behold, they are eating anddrinking before
him, and saying, ‘Long live King Adonijah!’
26Buthehasn’t calledme, evenmeyour ser-
vant, Zadok the priest, Benaiah the son of
Jehoiada, andyourservantSolomon. 27Was
this thing done bymy lord the king, and you
haven’t shown to your servantswho should
sit on the throne of my lord the king after
him?”

28 Then King David answered, “Call
Bathsheba in to me.” She came into the
king’s presence and stood before the king.
29 The king vowed and said, “As the LORD
lives, who has redeemed my soul out of all
adversity, 30 most certainly as I swore to
you by the LORD, the God of Israel, saying,
‘Assuredly Solomon your son shall reign
afterme, andheshall sit onmythrone inmy
place;’ I will most certainly do this today.”

31ThenBathshebabowedwithher face to
the earth and showed respect to the king,
and said, “Let my lord King David live for-
ever!”

32King David said, “Call to me Zadok the
priest, Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah
the son of Jehoiada.” They came before

* 1:14 “Behold”, from “”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection. † 1:17
When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”, usually
pronounced Yahweh). ‡ 1:17 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is “” (Elohim).
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the king. 33 The king said to them, “Take
with you the servants of your lord, and
cause Solomon my son to ride on my own
mule, and bring him down to Gihon. 34 Let
Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet
anoint him there king over Israel. Blow the
trumpet, and say, ‘Long live King Solomon!’
35 Then come up after him, and he shall
come and sit on my throne; for he shall be
king in my place. I have appointed him to
be prince over Israel and over Judah.”

36 Benaiah the son of Jehoiada answered
the king, and said, “Amen. May the LORD,
the God ofmy lord the king, say so. 37As the
LORD has been with my lord the king, even
so may he be with Solomon, and make his
throne greater than the throne of my lord
King David.”

38 So Zadok the priest, Nathan the
prophet, Benaiah the son of Jehoiada,
and the Cherethites and the Pelethites
went down and had Solomon ride on King
David’s mule, and brought him to Gihon.
39Zadok the priest took the horn of oil from
the Tent, and anointed Solomon. They blew
the trumpet; and all the people said, “Long
live King Solomon!”

40 All the people came up after him, and
the people piped with pipes, and rejoiced
with great joy, so that the earth shook with
their sound. 41 Adonijah and all the guests
who were with him heard it as they had
finishedeating. When Joabheard the sound
of the trumpet, he said, “Why is this noise of
the city being in an uproar?”

42 While he yet spoke, behold, Jonathan
the son of Abiathar the priest came; and
Adonijah said, “Come in; for you are a wor-
thyman, and bring good news.”

43 Jonathan answered Adonijah, “Most
certainly our lord King David has made
Solomonking. 44Thekinghas sentwithhim
Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, Bena-
iah the son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites
and the Pelethites; and they have caused
him to ride on the king’s mule. 45 Zadok
the priest and Nathan the prophet have
anointed him king in Gihon. They have
come up from there rejoicing, so that the
city rang again. This is the noise that you
have heard. 46 Also, Solomon sits on the
throne of the kingdom. 47 Moreover the
king’s servants came to bless our lord King
David, saying, ‘May your God make the
name of Solomon better than your name,
and make his throne greater than your
throne;’ and the king bowed himself on the
bed. 48 Also thus said the king, ‘Blessed be
the LORD, the God of Israel, who has given

one to sit onmy throne today, my eyes even
seeing it.’ ”

49All the guests of Adonijah were afraid,
and rose up, and each man went his way.
50Adonijahwas afraid because of Solomon;
and he arose, and went, and hung onto the
horns of the altar. 51 Solomon was told,
“Behold, Adonijah fears King Solomon; for,
behold, he is hanging onto the horns of the
altar, saying, ‘LetKing Solomon swear tome
first that hewill not kill his servantwith the
sword.’ ”

52 Solomon said, “If he shows himself a
worthyman, not ahair of his shall fall to the
earth; but if wickedness is found in him, he
shall die.”

53 So King Solomon sent, and they
brought him down from the altar. He came
and bowed down to King Solomon; and
Solomon said to him, “Go to your house.”

2
1 Now the days of David came near that

he should die; andhe commanded Solomon
his son, saying, 2 “I am going the way of
all the earth. You be strong therefore, and
showyourself aman; 3andkeep the instruc-
tion of the LORD your God, to walk in his
ways, to keep his statutes, his command-
ments, his ordinances, and his testimonies,
according to thatwhich iswritten in the law
of Moses, that you may prosper in all that
you do and wherever you turn yourself.
4 Then the LORD may establish his word
which he spoke concerning me, saying, ‘If
your children are careful of their way, to
walk before me in truth with all their heart
and with all their soul, there shall not fail
you,’ he said, ‘aman on the throne of Israel.’

5 “Moreover you know alsowhat Joab the
son of Zeruiah did to me, even what he did
to the two captains of the armies of Israel,
to Abner the son of Ner and to Amasa the
son of Jether, whom he killed, and shed the
blood of war in peace, and put the blood of
war on his sash that was around his waist
and inhis sandals thatwere onhis feet. 6Do
therefore according to your wisdom, and
don’t let his gray head go down to Sheol*
in peace. 7 But show kindness to the sons
of Barzillai the Gileadite, and let them be
among those who eat at your table; for so
they came to me when I fled from Absalom
your brother.

8 “Behold, there is with you Shimei the
son of Gera, the Benjamite of Bahurim,who
cursed me with a grievous curse in the day
when I went to Mahanaim; but he came
down tomeetme at the Jordan, and I swore
to him by the LORD, saying, ‘I will not put

* 2:6 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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you to death with the sword.’ 9Now there-
fore don’t hold him guiltless, for you are
a wise man; and you will know what you
ought to do to him, and you shall bring his
gray head down to Sheol†with blood.”

10 David slept with his fathers, and was
buried in David’s city. 11 The days that
David reigned over Israel were forty years;
he reigned seven years in Hebron, and
he reigned thirty-three years in Jerusalem.
12Solomon sat on David his father’s throne;
and his kingdomwas firmly established.

13ThenAdonijah the son of Haggith came
to Bathsheba the mother of Solomon. She
said, “Do you come peaceably?”
He said, “Peaceably. 14He said moreover,

I have something to tell you.”
She said, “Say on.”
15 He said, “You know that the kingdom

was mine, and that all Israel set their faces
on me, that I should reign. However, the
kingdom is turned around, and has become
my brother’s; for it was his from the LORD.
16Now I ask one petition of you. Don’t deny
me.”
She said to him, “Say on.”
17He said, “Please speak to Solomon the

king (for he will not tell you ‘no’), that he
give me Abishag the Shunammite as wife.”

18 Bathsheba said, “All right. I will speak
for you to the king.”

19 Bathsheba therefore went to King
Solomon, to speak to him for Adonijah.
The king rose up to meet her and bowed
himself to her, and sat down on his throne
and caused a throne to be set for the king’s
mother; and she sat on his right hand.
20 Then she said, “I ask one small petition
of you; don’t denyme.”
The king said to her, “Ask on, my mother,

for I will not deny you.”
21She said, “Let Abishag the Shunammite

be given to Adonijah your brother as wife.”
22 King Solomon answered his mother,

“Why do you ask Abishag the Shunammite
for Adonijah? Ask for him the kingdom
also, for he is my elder brother; even for
him, and for Abiathar the priest, and for
Joab the son of Zeruiah.” 23 Then King
Solomon swore by the LORD, saying, “God
do so to me, and more also, if Adonijah has
not spoken this word against his own life.
24 Now therefore as the LORD lives, who
has establishedme and setme onmy father
David’s throne, and who has made me a
houseashepromised, surelyAdonijah shall
be put to death today.”

25 King Solomon sent Benaiah the son of
Jehoiada; and he fell on him, so that he
died. 26 To Abiathar the priest the king

said, “Go to Anathoth, to your own fields,
for you are worthy of death. But I will not
at this time put you to death, because you
bore the Lord‡ GOD’s ark before David my
father, and because you were afflicted in
all in which my father was afflicted.” 27 So
Solomon thrust Abiathar out from being
priest to the LORD, that he might fulfill the
LORD’s word which he spoke concerning
the house of Eli in Shiloh.

28 This news came to Joab; for Joab had
followed Adonijah, although he didn’t fol-
low Absalom. Joab fled to the LORD’s Tent,
and held onto the horns of the altar. 29King
Solomon was told, “Joab has fled to the
LORD’s Tent; and behold, he is by the altar.”
Then Solomon sent Benaiah the son of Je-
hoiada, saying, “Go, fall on him.”

30 Benaiah came to the LORD’s Tent, and
said to him, “The king says, ‘Come out!’ ”
He said, “No; but I will die here.”
Benaiah brought the king word again,

saying, “This is what Joab said, and this is
how he answeredme.”

31 The king said to him, “Do as he has
said, and fall on him, and bury him, that
you may take away the blood, which Joab
shed without cause, from me and from my
father’s house. 32 The LORD will return his
blood on his own head, because he fell on
two men more righteous and better than
he, and killed them with the sword, and
my father David didn’t know it: Abner the
son of Ner, captain of the army of Israel,
and Amasa the son of Jether, captain of the
army of Judah. 33 So their blood will return
on the head of Joab and on the head of his
offspring§ forever. But for David, for his
offspring, for his house, and for his throne,
therewill be peace forever from the LORD.”

34Then Benaiah the son of Jehoiadawent
up and fell on him, and killed him; and he
was buried in his own house in the wilder-
ness. 35 The king put Benaiah the son of
Jehoiada in his place over the army; and
the king put Zadok the priest in the place of
Abiathar.

36 The king sent and called for Shimei,
and said to him, “Build yourself a house
in Jerusalem, and live there, and don’t go
anywhere else. 37For on the day you go out
and pass over the brook Kidron, know for
certain that you will surely die. Your blood
will be on your own head.”

38 Shimei said to the king, “What you say
is good. Asmy lord the king has said, sowill
your servant do.” Shimei lived in Jerusalem
many days.

† 2:9 Sheol is the place of the dead. ‡ 2:26 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” § 2:33 or, seed
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39 At the end of three years, two of
Shimei’s slaves ran away to Achish, son of
Maacah, king of Gath. They told Shimei,
saying, “Behold, your slaves are in Gath.”

40 Shimei arose, saddled his donkey, and
went to Gath to Achish to seek his slaves;
and Shimei went and brought his slaves
fromGath. 41Solomonwas told that Shimei
had gone from Jerusalem to Gath, and had
come again.

42 The king sent and called for Shimei,
and said to him, “Didn’t I adjure you by
the LORD and warn you, saying, ‘Know for
certain that on the day you go out and walk
anywhere else, you shall surely die’? You
said to me, ‘The saying that I have heard is
good.’ 43 Why then have you not kept the
oath of the LORD and the commandment
that I have instructed you with?” 44 The
king saidmoreover to Shimei, “You know in
yourheartall thewickedness thatyoudid to
David my father. Therefore the LORD will
return your wickedness on your own head.
45 But King Solomon will be blessed, and
David’s throne will be established before
the LORD forever.” 46 So the king com-
manded Benaiah the son of Jehoiada; and
hewent out, and fell onhim, so that he died.
Thekingdomwas established in thehandof
Solomon.

3
1Solomonmade amarriage alliancewith

Pharaoh king of Egypt. He took Pharaoh’s
daughter and brought her into David’s city
until he had finished building his own
house, the LORD’s house, and the wall
around Jerusalem. 2 However, the people
sacrificed in the high places, because there
was not yet a house built for the LORD’s
name. 3 Solomon loved the LORD, walking
in the statutes of David his father, except
that he sacrificed andburned incense in the
high places. 4 The king went to Gibeon to
sacrifice there, for that was the great high
place. Solomon offered a thousand burnt
offerings on that altar. 5 In Gibeon, the
LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by
night; and God said, “Ask for what I should
give you.”

6 Solomon said, “You have shown to your
servant David my father great loving kind-
ness, because he walked before you in
truth, in righteousness, and in uprightness
of heart with you. You have kept for him
this great loving kindness, that you have
given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is
today. 7Now, LORDmyGod, you havemade
your servant king instead of David my fa-
ther. I am just a little child. I don’t know
how to go out or come in. 8 Your servant is
amongyourpeoplewhichyouhave chosen,

a great people, that can’t be numbered or
counted for multitude. 9Give your servant
therefore an understanding heart to judge
your people, that I may discern between
good and evil; for who is able to judge this
great people of yours?”

10 This request pleased the Lord, that
Solomon had asked this thing. 11 God said
to him, “Because you have asked this thing,
and have not asked for yourself long life,
nor have you asked for riches for yourself,
nor have you asked for the life of your
enemies, but have asked for yourself un-
derstanding to discern justice, 12 behold, I
have done according to your word. Behold,
I have given you a wise and understanding
heart, so that there has beennoone like you
before you, and after you none will arise
like you. 13 I have also given you that which
you have not asked, both riches and honor,
so that there will not be any among the
kings like you for all your days. 14 If youwill
walk in my ways, to keep my statutes and
my commandments, as your father David
walked, then I will lengthen your days.”

15 Solomon awoke; and behold, it was
a dream. Then he came to Jerusalem
and stood before the ark of the LORD’s
covenant, and offered up burnt offerings,
offered peace offerings, and made a feast
for all his servants.

16Then twowomenwhowere prostitutes
came to the king, and stood before him.
17 The one woman said, “Oh, my lord, I and
this woman dwell in one house. I delivered
a child with her in the house. 18 The third
day after I delivered, this woman delivered
also. We were together. There was no
stranger with us in the house, just us two
in the house. 19 This woman’s child died in
the night, because she lay on it. 20She arose
at midnight, and took my son from beside
me while your servant slept, and laid it in
her bosom, and laid her dead child in my
bosom. 21 When I rose in the morning to
nurse my child, behold, he was dead; but
when I had looked at him in the morning,
behold, it was not my son whom I bore.”

22 The other woman said, “No! But the
living one is my son, and the dead one is
your son.”
The first one said, “No! But the dead one

is your son, and the living one is my son.”
They argued like this before the king.

23 Then the king said, “One says, ‘This is
my son who lives, and your son is the dead
one;’ and theother says, ‘No! But your son is
thedeadone, andmy son is the living one.’ ”

24Theking said, “Getmeasword.” So they
brought a sword before the king.
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25Theking said, “Divide the living child in
two, and give half to the one, and half to the
other.”

26Then thewomanwhose the living child
was spoke to the king, for herheart yearned
over her son, and she said, “Oh, my lord,
give her the living child, and in no way kill
him!”
But the other said, “He shall be neither

mine nor yours. Divide him.”
27Then the king answered, “Give the first

woman the living child, and definitely do
not kill him. She is his mother.”

28All Israel heard of the judgment which
the king had judged; and they feared the
king, for they saw that the wisdom of God
was in him to do justice.

4
1 King Solomon was king over all Is-

rael. 2 These were the princes whom
he had: Azariah the son of Zadok, the
priest; 3 Elihoreph and Ahijah, the sons
of Shisha, scribes; Jehoshaphat the son of
Ahilud, the recorder; 4 Benaiah the son of
Jehoiada was over the army; Zadok and
Abiathar were priests; 5Azariah the son of
Nathan was over the officers; Zabud the
son of Nathanwas chief minister, the king’s
friend; 6 Ahishar was over the household;
andAdoniram the son of Abdawas over the
men subject to forced labor.

7 Solomon had twelve officers over all
Israel, who provided food for the king and
his household. Each man had to make
provision for a month in the year. 8 These
are their names: Ben Hur, in the hill coun-
try of Ephraim; 9 Ben Deker, in Makaz, in
Shaalbim, Beth Shemesh, and Elon Beth
Hanan; 10 Ben Hesed, in Arubboth (Socoh
and all the land of Hepher belonged to
him); 11 Ben Abinadab, in all the height of
Dor (he had Taphath, Solomon’s daughter,
as wife); 12 Baana the son of Ahilud, in
Taanach and Megiddo, and all Beth Shean
which is beside Zarethan, beneath Jezreel,
from Beth Shean to Abel Meholah, as far as
beyond Jokmeam; 13 Ben Geber, in Ramoth
Gilead (the towns of Jair the son of Man-
asseh, which are in Gilead, belonged to
him; and the region of Argob, which is in
Bashan, sixty great cities with walls and
bronze bars, belonged to him); 14Ahinadab
the son of Iddo, in Mahanaim; 15 Ahimaaz,
in Naphtali (he also took Basemath the
daughter of Solomon as wife); 16 Baana
the son of Hushai, in Asher and Bealoth;
17 Jehoshaphat the son of Paruah, in Is-
sachar; 18 Shimei the son of Ela, in Ben-
jamin; 19 Geber the son of Uri, in the land

of Gilead, the country of Sihon king of the
Amorites and of Og king of Bashan; and he
was the only officer whowas in the land.

20 Judah and Israel were numerous as
the sand which is by the sea in multitude,
eating and drinking and making merry.
21 Solomon ruled over all the kingdoms
from the River to the land of the Philistines,
and to the border of Egypt. They brought
tribute and served Solomon all the days
of his life. 22 Solomon’s provision for one
day was thirty cors* of fine flour, sixty
measures of meal, 23 ten head of fat cat-
tle, twenty head of cattle out of the pas-
tures, and one hundred sheep, in addition
to deer, gazelles, roebucks, and fattened
fowl. 24 For he had dominion over all on
this side the River, from Tiphsah even to
Gaza, over all the kings on this side the
River; and he had peace on all sides around
him. 25 Judah and Israel lived safely, ev-
ery man under his vine and under his fig
tree, from Dan even to Beersheba, all the
days of Solomon. 26 Solomon had forty
thousand stalls of horses for his chariots,
and twelve thousand horsemen. 27 Those
officers provided food for King Solomon,
and for all who came to King Solomon’s
table, every man in his month. They let
nothing be lacking. 28 They also brought
barley and straw for the horses and swift
steeds to the place where the officers were,
eachman according to his duty. 29God gave
Solomon abundant wisdom, understand-
ing, and breadth of mind like the sand that
is on the seashore. 30Solomon’s wisdom ex-
celled the wisdom of all the children of the
east and all the wisdom of Egypt. 31 For he
was wiser than all men—wiser than Ethan
the Ezrahite, Heman, Calcol, andDarda, the
sons of Mahol; and his fame was in all the
nations all around. 32He spoke three thou-
sand proverbs, and his songs numbered
one thousand five. 33 He spoke of trees,
from the cedar that is in Lebanon even to
the hyssop that grows out of the wall; he
also spoke of animals, of birds, of creeping
things, and of fish. 34 People of all nations
came to hear the wisdom of Solomon, sent
by all kings of the earth who had heard of
his wisdom.

5
1Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants to

Solomon, for he had heard that they had
anointed him king in the place of his fa-
ther, and Hiram had always loved David.
2 Solomon sent to Hiram, saying, 3 “You
know that David my father could not build
a house for the name of the LORD his God

* 4:22 1 cor is the same as a homer, or about 55.9 U. S. gallons (liquid) or 211 liters or 6 bushels
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because of the wars which were around
him on every side, until the LORD put his
enemies under the soles of his feet. 4 But
now the LORD my God has given me rest
on every side. There is no enemy and
no evil occurrence. 5 Behold, I intend to
build a house for the name of the LORD
my God, as the LORD spoke to David my
father, saying, ‘Your son, whom I will set
on your throne in your place shall build
the house for my name.’ 6 Now therefore
command that cedar trees be cut for me
out of Lebanon. My servants will be with
your servants; and I will give youwages for
your servants according to all that you say.
For you know that there is nobody among
us who knows how to cut timber like the
Sidonians.”

7 When Hiram heard the words of
Solomon, he rejoiced greatly, and said,
“Blessed is the LORD today, who has given
to David a wise son to rule over this
great people.” 8 Hiram sent to Solomon,
saying, “I have heard the message which
you have sent to me. I will do all your
desire concerning timber of cedar, and
concerning cypress timber. 9 My servants
will bring them down from Lebanon to the
sea. I will make them into rafts to go by sea
to the place that you specify to me, and will
cause them to be broken up there, and you
will receive them. You will accomplish my
desire, in giving food for my household.”

10 So Hiram gave Solomon cedar tim-
ber and cypress timber according to all
his desire. 11 Solomon gave Hiram twenty
thousand cors* of wheat for food to his
household, and twenty cors† of pure oil.
Solomon gave this to Hiram year by year.
12 The LORD gave Solomon wisdom, as he
promised him. There was peace between
Hiram and Solomon, and the two of them
made a treaty together.

13 King Solomon raised a levy out of
all Israel; and the levy was thirty thou-
sand men. 14 He sent them to Lebanon,
ten thousand a month by courses: for a
month they were in Lebanon, and two
months at home; and Adoniram was over
the men subject to forced labor. 15 Solomon
had seventy thousand who bore burdens,
and eighty thousand who were stone cut-
ters in the mountains, 16 besides Solomon’s
chief officers who were over the work:
three thousand three hundred who ruled
over the people who labored in the work.
17 The king commanded, and they cut out

large stones, costly stones, to lay the foun-
dation of the house with worked stone.
18 Solomon’s builders and Hiram’s builders
and the Gebalites cut them, and prepared
the timberand thestones tobuild thehouse.

6
1 In the four hundred and eightieth year

after the children of Israel had come out
of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of
Solomon’s reign over Israel, in the month
Ziv, which is the second month, he began
to build the LORD’s house. 2 The house
which King Solomon built for the LORD
had a length of sixty cubits,* and its width
twenty, and its height thirty cubits. 3 The
porch in front of the temple of the house
had a length of twenty cubits, which was
along the width of the house. Ten cubits
was its width in front of the house. 4 He
made windows of fixed lattice work for the
house. 5 Against the wall of the house, he
built floors all around, against the walls of
the house all around, both of the temple
and of the inner sanctuary; and he made
side rooms all around. 6 The lowest floor
wasfive cubitswide, and themiddlewas six
cubits wide, and the third was seven cubits
wide; for on the outside he made offsets
in the wall of the house all around, that
the beams should not be inserted into the
walls of the house. 7 The house, when it
was under construction, was built of stone
prepared at the quarry; and no hammer or
axorany tool of ironwasheard in thehouse
while it was under construction. 8The door
for the middle side rooms was in the right
side of the house. Theywent up bywinding
stairs into the middle floor, and out of the
middle into the third. 9Sohebuilt the house
and finished it; and he covered the house
with beams and planks of cedar. 10 He
built thefloors all along thehouse, eachfive
cubits high; and they rested on the house
with timbers of cedar.

11 The LORD’s word came to Solomon,
saying, 12“Concerning thishousewhichyou
are building, if youwill walk inmy statutes,
and execute my ordinances, and keep all
my commandments to walk in them, then
I will establish my word with you, which I
spoke to David your father. 13 I will dwell
among the children of Israel, and will not
forsakemy people Israel.”

14 So Solomon built the house and fin-
ished it. 15 He built the walls of the house
within with boards of cedar; from the floor
of the house to the walls of the ceiling, he

* 5:11 20,000 cors would be about 120,000 bushels or about 4.2 megaliters of wheat, which would weigh about 3,270
metric tons. † 5:11 20 cors is about 1,100 gallons or about 4220 liters. * 6:2 A cubit is the length from the tip of
themiddle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46 centimeters.
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covered them on the inside with wood. He
covered the floor of the house with cypress
boards. 16 He built twenty cubits of the
back part of the house with boards of cedar
from the floor to the ceiling. He built this
within, for an inner sanctuary, even for the
most holy place. 17 In front of the temple
sanctuary was forty cubits long. 18 There
was cedar on the housewithin, carvedwith
buds and open flowers. All was cedar. No
stone was visible. 19He prepared an inner
sanctuary in themiddleof thehousewithin,
to set the ark of the LORD’s covenant there.
20 Within the inner sanctuary was twenty
cubits in length, and twenty cubits inwidth,
and twenty cubits in its height. He overlaid
it with pure gold. He covered the altar with
cedar. 21 So Solomon overlaid the house
within with pure gold. He drew chains of
gold across before the inner sanctuary, and
he overlaid it with gold. 22He overlaid the
whole house with gold, until all the house
was finished. He also overlaid the whole
altar that belonged to the inner sanctuary
with gold.

23 In the inner sanctuary he made two
cherubim† of olive wood, each ten cubits
high. 24 Five cubits was the length of one
wing of the cherub, and five cubits was
the length of the other wing of the cherub.
From the tip of one wing to the tip of the
other was ten cubits. 25 The other cherub
was ten cubits. Both the cherubim were of
one measure and one form. 26One cherub
was ten cubits high, and so was the other
cherub. 27He set the cherubim within the
inner house. The wings of the cherubim
were stretched out, so that the wing of the
one touched the one wall and the wing of
the other cherub touched the other wall;
and their wings touched one another in the
middle of the house. 28 He overlaid the
cherubimwith gold.

29 He carved all the walls of the house
around with carved figures of cherubim,
palm trees, and open flowers, inside and
outside. 30Heoverlaid thefloorof thehouse
with gold, inside and outside. 31 For the
entrance of the inner sanctuary, he made
doors of olive wood. The lintel and door
posts were a fifth part of the wall. 32 So
he made two doors of olive wood; and
he carved on them carvings of cherubim,
palm trees, and open flowers, and overlaid
them with gold. He spread the gold on the
cherubim and on the palm trees. 33He also
made the entrance of the temple door posts
of olive wood, out of a fourth part of the
wall, 34and two doors of cypress wood. The

two leaves of the one door were folding,
and the two leaves of the other door were
folding. 35He carved cherubim, palm trees,
and open flowers; and he overlaid them
with goldfitted on the engravedwork. 36He
built the inner court with three courses of
cut stone and a course of cedar beams.

37 The foundation of the LORD’s house
was laid in the fourth year, in the month
Ziv. 38 In the eleventh year, in the month
Bul, which is the eighth month, the house
was finished throughout all its parts and
according to all its specifications. So he
spent seven years building it.

7
1 Solomon was building his own house

thirteenyears, andhefinishedall hishouse.
2 For he built the House of the Forest of
Lebanon. Its length was one hundred cu-
bits,* its width fifty cubits, and its height
thirty cubits, on four rows of cedar pillars,
with cedar beams on the pillars. 3 It was
covered with cedar above over the forty-
five beams that were on the pillars, fifteen
in a row. 4Therewere beams in three rows,
and window was facing window in three
ranks. 5All the doors and posts were made
squarewithbeams; andwindowwas facing
window in three ranks. 6He made the hall
of pillars. Its length was fifty cubits and
its width thirty cubits, with a porch before
them, and pillars and a threshold before
them. 7 He made the porch of the throne
where he was to judge, even the porch of
judgment; and it was covered with cedar
from floor to floor. 8 His house where he
was to dwell, the other court within the
porch, was of the same construction. He
made also a house for Pharaoh’s daughter
(whomSolomonhad takenaswife), like this
porch. 9 All these were of costly stones,
even of stone cut according to measure,
sawed with saws, inside and outside, even
from the foundation to the coping, and so
on the outside to the great court. 10 The
foundation was of costly stones, even great
stones, stones of ten cubits and stones of
eight cubits. 11 Above were costly stones,
even cut stone, according to measure, and
cedar wood. 12 The great court around had
three courses of cut stone with a course
of cedar beams, like the inner court of the
LORD’s house and the porch of the house.

13King Solomon sent and brought Hiram
out of Tyre. 14 He was the son of a widow
of the tribe of Naphtali, and his father was
a man of Tyre, a worker in bronze; and he
was filled with wisdom and understanding

† 6:23 “Cherubim” is plural of “cherub”, an angelic being. * 7:2 A cubit is the length from the tip of themiddle finger
to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46 centimeters.
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and skill to work all works in bronze. He
came to King Solomon and performed all
hiswork. 15For he fashioned the twopillars
of bronze, eighteen cubits high apiece; and
a line of twelve cubits encircled either of
them. 16 He made two capitals of molten
bronze to set on the tops of the pillars. The
height of the one capital was five cubits,
and the height of the other capital was five
cubits. 17 There were nets of checker work
and wreaths of chain work for the capitals
which were on the top of the pillars: seven
for the one capital, and seven for the other
capital. 18 So he made the pillars; and there
were two rowsof pomegranates around the
onenetwork, to cover the capitals thatwere
on the top of the pillars; and he did so for
the other capital. 19 The capitals that were
on the top of the pillars in the porchwere of
lilywork, four cubits. 20Therewere capitals
above also on the two pillars, close by the
belly which was beside the network. There
were two hundred pomegranates in rows
around the other capital. 21 He set up the
pillars at the porch of the temple. He set up
the right pillar and called its name Jachin;
and he set up the left pillar and called its
name Boaz. 22On the tops of the pillars was
lily work. So the work of the pillars was
finished.

23Hemade themolten sea ten cubits from
brim to brim, round in shape. Its height
was five cubits; and a line of thirty cu-
bits encircled it. 24 Under its brim around
there were buds which encircled it for ten
cubits, encircling the sea. The buds were
in two rows, cast when it was cast. 25 It
stood on twelve oxen, three looking toward
the north, and three looking toward the
west, and three looking toward the south,
and three looking toward the east; and the
sea was set on them above, and all their
hindquarterswere inward. 26 It was a hand
width thick. Its brim was worked like the
brimof a cup, like the flower of a lily. It held
two thousand baths.

27He made the ten bases of bronze. The
length of one base was four cubits, four
cubits its width, and three cubits its height.
28 The work of the bases was like this: they
had panels; and therewere panels between
the ledges; 29 and on the panels that were
between the ledges were lions, oxen, and
cherubim; and on the ledges there was
a pedestal above; and beneath the lions
and oxen were wreaths of hanging work.
30 Every base had four bronze wheels and
axles of bronze; and its four feet had sup-
ports. The supports were cast beneath the
basin,withwreaths at the side of each. 31 Its

openingwithin the capital and abovewas a
cubit. Its opening was round like the work
of a pedestal, a cubit and a half; and also
on its opening were engravings, and their
panels were square, not round. 32 The four
wheels were underneath the panels; and
the axles of the wheels were in the base.
The height of awheel was a cubit and half a
cubit. 33Theworkof thewheelswas like the
work of a chariot wheel. Their axles, their
rims, their spokes, and their hubs were all
of castmetal. 34Therewere four supports at
the four corners of each base. Its supports
were of the base itself. 35 In the top of the
base there was a round band half a cubit
high; and on the top of the base its supports
and its panels were the same. 36 On the
plates of its supports and on its panels, he
engraved cherubim, lions, and palm trees,
each in its space, with wreaths all around.
37 He made the ten bases in this way: all
of them had one casting, one measure, and
one form. 38He made ten basins of bronze.
One basin contained forty baths.† Every
basin measured four cubits. One basin was
on every one of the ten bases. 39He set the
bases, five on the right side of thehouse and
five on the left side of the house. He set the
sea on the right side of the house eastward
and toward the south.

40Hiram made the pots, the shovels, and
the basins. So Hiram finished doing all the
work that he worked for King Solomon in
the LORD’s house: 41 the two pillars; the
two bowls of the capitals that were on the
top of the pillars; the two networks to cover
the two bowls of the capitals that were on
the top of the pillars; 42 the four hundred
pomegranates for the two networks; two
rows of pomegranates for each network,
to cover the two bowls of the capitals that
were on the pillars; 43 the ten bases; the
ten basins on the bases; 44 the one sea; the
twelve oxen under the sea; 45 the pots; the
shovels; and the basins. All of these vessels,
whichHirammade for King Solomon in the
LORD’s house, were of burnished bronze.
46 The king cast them in the plain of the
Jordan, in the clay ground between Succoth
andZarethan. 47Solomon left all the vessels
unweighed, because there were somany of
them. Theweight of thebronze couldnotbe
determined.

48Solomonmade all the vessels that were
in the LORD’s house: the golden altar and
the table that the show bread was on, of
gold; 49 and the lamp stands, five on the
right side and five on the left, in front of
the inner sanctuary, of pure gold; and the
flowers, the lamps, and the tongs, of gold;

† 7:38 1 bath is one tenth of a cor, or about 5.6 U. S. gallons or 21 liters, so 40 baths was about 224 gallons or 840 liters.
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50 the cups, the snuffers, the basins, the
spoons, and the fire pans, of pure gold; and
the hinges, both for the doors of the inner
house, the most holy place, and for the
doors of the house, of the temple, of gold.

51 Thus all the work that King Solomon
did in the LORD’s house was finished.
Solomon brought in the thingswhichDavid
his father had dedicated—the silver, the
gold, and the vessels—and put them in the
treasuries of the LORD’s house.

8
1 Then Solomon assembled the elders

of Israel with all the heads of the tribes,
the princes of the fathers’ households of
the children of Israel, to King Solomon
in Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the
LORD’s covenant out of David’s city, which
is Zion. 2 All the men of Israel assembled
themselves to King Solomon at the feast in
the month Ethanim, which is the seventh
month. 3 All the elders of Israel came,
and the priests picked up the ark. 4 They
broughtup theLORD’sark, theTentofMeet-
ing, and all the holy vessels that were in the
Tent. The priests and the Levites brought
these up. 5 King Solomon and all the con-
gregation of Israel, who were assembled to
him, were with him before the ark, sacri-
ficing sheep and cattle that could not be
counted or numbered for multitude. 6 The
priests brought in the ark of the LORD’s
covenant to its place, into the inner sanc-
tuary of the house, to the most holy place,
even under the cherubim’s wings. 7For the
cherubim spread their wings out over the
place of the ark, and the cherubim covered
thearkand its poles above. 8Thepoleswere
so long that the ends of the poles were seen
from the holy place before the inner sanc-
tuary, but they were not seen outside. They
are there to this day. 9Therewas nothing in
the ark except the two stone tablets which
Moses put there at Horeb, when the LORD
madeacovenantwith the childrenof Israel,
when they came out of the land of Egypt.
10 It came to pass, when the priests had
come out of the holy place, that the cloud
filled the LORD’s house, 11so that the priests
could not stand tominister by reason of the
cloud; for theLORD’s gloryfilled theLORD’s
house.

12ThenSolomonsaid, “TheLORDhas said
that he would dwell in the thick darkness.
13 I have surely built you a house of habita-
tion, a place for you to dwell in forever.”

14 The king turned his face around and
blessed all the assembly of Israel; and all
the assembly of Israel stood. 15 He said,
“Blessed is the LORD, the God of Israel, who
spoke with his mouth to David your father,

and has with his hand fulfilled it, saying,
16 ‘Since the day that I brought my people
Israel out of Egypt, I chose no city out of all
the tribes of Israel to build a house, that my
name might be there; but I chose David to
be over my people Israel.’

17 “Now it was in the heart of David my
father to build a house for the name of
the LORD, the God of Israel. 18 But the
LORD said to David my father, ‘Whereas
it was in your heart to build a house for
my name, you did well that it was in your
heart. 19 Nevertheless, you shall not build
the house; but your sonwho shall come out
of your body, he shall build the house for
my name.’ 20 The LORD has established his
word that he spoke; for I have risen up in
the place of David my father, and I sit on
the throne of Israel, as the LORD promised,
andhavebuilt thehouse for thenameof the
LORD, the God of Israel. 21 There I have set
a place for the ark, in which is the LORD’s
covenant, which he made with our fathers
when he brought them out of the land of
Egypt.”

22 Solomon stood before the LORD’s altar
in the presence of all the assembly of Israel,
and spread out his hands toward heaven;
23 and he said, “LORD, the God of Israel,
there is noGod like you, inheavenabove, or
on earth beneath; who keeps covenant and
loving kindness with your servants who
walk before you with all their heart; 24who
has keptwith your servant Davidmy father
that which you promised him. Yes, you
spokewith yourmouth, andhave fulfilled it
with your hand, as it is today. 25Now there-
fore,mayLORD, theGodof Israel, keepwith
your servant David my father that which
youhavepromisedhim, saying, ‘There shall
not fail from you a man in my sight to sit
on the throne of Israel, if only your children
take heed to theirway, towalk beforeme as
you have walked before me.’

26 “Now therefore, God of Israel, please
let your word be verified, which you spoke
to your servant David my father. 27 But
will God in very deed dwell on the earth?
Behold, heaven and the heaven of heavens
can’t contain you; howmuch less this house
that I have built! 28Yet have respect for the
prayer of your servant and for his supplica-
tion, LORDmyGod, to listen to thecryand to
the prayerwhich your servant prays before
you today; 29 that your eyes may be open
toward this house night and day, even to-
ward the place of which you have said, ‘My
name shall be there;’ to listen to the prayer
whichyour servantprays toward thisplace.
30Listen to the supplication of your servant,
and of your people Israel, when they pray
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toward this place. Yes, hear in heaven, your
dwelling place; andwhen you hear, forgive.

31 “If aman sins against his neighbor, and
an oath is laid on him to cause him to swear,
and he comes and swears before your altar
in this house, 32 then hear in heaven, and
act, and judge your servants, condemning
the wicked, to bring his way on his own
head, and justifying the righteous, to give
him according to his righteousness.

33 “When your people Israel are struck
down before the enemy because they have
sinned against you, if they turn again to you
and confess your name, and pray andmake
supplication to you in this house, 34 then
hear in heaven, and forgive the sin of your
people Israel, and bring them again to the
land which you gave to their fathers.

35“When the sky is shut upand there is no
rain because they have sinned against you,
if they pray toward this place and confess
your name, and turn from their sin when
you afflict them, 36 then hear in heaven,
and forgive the sin of your servants, and
of your people Israel, when you teach them
the good way in which they should walk;
and send rain on your landwhich you have
given to your people for an inheritance.

37 “If there is famine in the land, if there is
pestilence, if there is blight, mildew, locust
or caterpillar; if their enemy besieges them
in the land of their cities, whatever plague,
whatever sickness there is, 38 whatever
prayer and supplication is made by any
man, or by all your people Israel, who shall
each know the plague of his own heart, and
spread out his hands toward this house,
39 then hear in heaven, your dwelling place,
and forgive, and act, and give to every man
according to all his ways, whose heart you
know (for you, even you only, know the
hearts of all the children of men); 40 that
theymay fear you all the days that they live
in the land which you gave to our fathers.

41 “Moreover, concerning the foreigner,
who is not of your people Israel, when he
comes out of a far country for your name’s
sake 42 (for they shall hear of your great
name and of your mighty hand and of your
outstretched arm), when he comes and
prays toward this house, 43hear in heaven,
your dwelling place, and do according to
all that the foreigner calls to you for; that
all the peoples of the earth may know your
name, to fear you, as do your people Israel,
and that they may know that this house
which I have built is called by your name.

44 “If your people go out to battle against
their enemy, by whatever way you shall
send them, and they pray to the LORD to-
ward the city which you have chosen, and
toward the house which I have built for

your name, 45 then hear in heaven their
prayer and their supplication, and main-
tain their cause. 46 If they sin against you
(for there is no man who doesn’t sin), and
you are angry with them and deliver them
to the enemy, so that they carry them away
captive to the land of the enemy, far off or
near; 47yet if they repent in the land where
they are carried captive, and turn again,
andmake supplication to you in the land of
thosewhocarried themcaptive, saying, ‘We
have sinned and have done perversely; we
have dealt wickedly,’ 48 if they return to you
with all their heart and with all their soul
in the land of their enemies who carried
them captive, and pray to you toward their
land which you gave to their fathers, the
city which you have chosen and the house
which I have built for your name, 49 then
hear their prayer and their supplication in
heaven, your dwelling place, and maintain
their cause; 50and forgive your people who
have sinned against you, and all their trans-
gressions in which they have transgressed
against you; and give them compassion be-
fore those who carried them captive, that
they may have compassion on them 51 (for
they are your people and your inheritance,
which you brought out of Egypt, from the
middle of the iron furnace); 52 that your
eyes may be open to the supplication of
your servant and to the supplicationof your
people Israel, to listen to them whenever
they cry to you. 53 For you separated them
from among all the peoples of the earth
to be your inheritance, as you spoke by
Moses your servant, when you brought our
fathers out of Egypt, Lord GOD.”

54 It was so, that when Solomon had fin-
ished praying all this prayer and supplica-
tion to the LORD, he arose from before the
LORD’s altar, from kneeling on his knees
with his hands spread out toward heaven.
55He stood and blessed all the assembly of
Israel with a loud voice, saying, 56 “Blessed
be the LORD, who has given rest to his peo-
ple Israel, according to all that he promised.
Therehasnot failedonewordof all his good
promise, which he promised by Moses his
servant. 57May the LORD our God be with
us as he was with our fathers. Let him
not leave us or forsake us, 58 that he may
incline our hearts to him, to walk in all his
ways, and to keep his commandments, his
statutes, and his ordinances, which he com-
manded our fathers. 59Let thesemywords,
with which I have made supplication be-
fore the LORD, be near to the LORDour God
day and night, that he may maintain the
cause of his servant and the cause of his
people Israel, as every day requires; 60 that
all the peoples of the earth may know that
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the LORD himself is God. There is no one
else.

61 “Let your heart therefore be perfect
with the LORD our God, to walk in his
statutes, and tokeephis commandments, as
it is today.”

62 The king, and all Israel with him, of-
fered sacrifice before the LORD. 63Solomon
offered for the sacrifice of peace offerings,
which he offered to the LORD, twenty two
thousand head of cattle and one hundred
twenty thousand sheep. So the king and all
the children of Israel dedicated the LORD’s
house. 64 The same day the king made
the middle of the court holy that was be-
fore the LORD’s house; for there he offered
the burnt offering, the meal offering, and
the fat of the peace offerings, because the
bronze altar that was before the LORD was
too little to receive the burnt offering, the
meal offering, and the fat of the peace offer-
ings.

65 So Solomon held the feast at that time,
and all Israel with him, a great assembly,
from the entrance of Hamath to the brook
of Egypt, before the LORD our God, seven
days and seven more days, even fourteen
days. 66On the eighthdayhe sent thepeople
away; and they blessed the king, and went
to their tents joyful and glad in their hearts
for all the goodness that the LORD had
shown toDavidhis servant, and to Israel his
people.

9
1When Solomon had finished the build-

ing of the LORD’s house, the king’s house,
and all Solomon’s desire which he was
pleased to do, 2 The LORD appeared to
Solomon the second time, as he had ap-
peared to him at Gibeon. 3 The LORD said
to him, “I have heard your prayer and your
supplication that youhavemadebeforeme.
I have made this house holy, which you
have built, to put my name there forever;
and my eyes and my heart shall be there
perpetually. 4 As for you, if you will walk
before me as David your father walked, in
integrity of heart and in uprightness, to do
according to all that I have commanded
you, and will keep my statutes and my or-
dinances, 5 then I will establish the throne
of your kingdom over Israel forever, as
I promised to David your father, saying,
‘There shall not fail from you a man on the
throne of Israel.’ 6 But if you turn away
from following me, you or your children,
and not keep my commandments and my
statutes which I have set before you, but

go and serve other gods and worship them,
7 then I will cut off Israel out of the land
which I have given them; and I will cast
this house, which I have made holy for my
name, out of my sight; and Israel will be a
proverb and a byword among all peoples.
8Though this house is so high, yet everyone
who passes by it will be astonished and
hiss; and they will say, ‘Why has the LORD
done this to this land and to this house?’
9 and they will answer, ‘Because they aban-
doned the LORD their God, who brought
their fathers out of the land of Egypt, and
embraced other gods, andworshiped them,
and served them. Therefore the LORD has
brought all this evil on them.’ ”

10 At the end of twenty years, in which
Solomon had built the two houses, the
LORD’s house and the king’s house 11 (now
Hiram the king of Tyre had furnished
Solomonwith cedar trees andcypress trees,
and with gold, according to all his desire),
King Solomon gave Hiram twenty cities in
the land of Galilee. 12 Hiram came out of
Tyre to see the cities which Solomon had
givenhim; and they didn’t please him. 13He
said, “What cities are these which you have
given me, my brother?” He called them the
land of Cabul* to this day. 14 Hiram sent
to the king one hundred twenty talents† of
gold.

15 This is the reason of the forced la-
bor which King Solomon conscripted: to
build the LORD’s house, his own house,
Millo, Jerusalem’s wall, Hazor, Megiddo,
and Gezer. 16 Pharaoh king of Egypt had
gone up, taken Gezer, burned it with fire,
killed the Canaanites who lived in the city,
and given it for a wedding gift to his daugh-
ter, Solomon’s wife. 17 Solomon built in
the land Gezer, Beth Horon the lower,
18 Baalath, Tamar in the wilderness, 19 all
the storage cities that Solomon had, the
cities for his chariots, the cities for his
horsemen, and thatwhich Solomondesired
to build for his pleasure in Jerusalem, and
inLebanon, and inall the landof his domin-
ion. 20 As for all the people who were left
of the Amorites, the Hittites, the Perizzites,
theHivites, and the Jebusites, whowere not
of the children of Israel— 21 their children
whowere left after them in the land, whom
the children of Israel were not able utterly
to destroy—of them Solomon raised a levy
of bondservants to this day. 22 But of the
children of Israel Solomon made no bond-
servants; but they were the men of war,
his servants, his princes, his captains, and
rulers of his chariots and of his horsemen.

* 9:13 “Cabul” sounds likeHebrew for “good-for-nothing”. † 9:14 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965
Troy ounces, so 120 talents is about 3.6 metric tons
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23 These were the five hundred fifty chief
officers who were over Solomon’s work,
who ruled over the people who labored in
the work.

24 But Pharaoh’s daughter came up out
of David’s city to her house which Solomon
had built for her. Then he built Millo.

25 Solomon offered burnt offerings and
peace offerings on the altar which he built
to the LORD three times per year, burning
incense with them on the altar that was
before the LORD. So he finished the house.

26 King Solomon made a fleet of ships in
Ezion Geber, which is beside Eloth, on the
shore of the Red Sea, in the land of Edom.
27 Hiram sent in the fleet his servants,
sailors who had knowledge of the sea, with
the servants of Solomon. 28 They came to
Ophir, and fetched from there gold, four
hundred and twenty talents,‡ and brought
it to King Solomon.

10
1When the queen of Sheba heard of the

fame of Solomon concerning the LORD’s
name, she came to test him with hard
questions. 2 She came to Jerusalem with
a very great caravan, with camels that
bore spices, very much gold, and precious
stones; andwhen shehad come to Solomon,
she talked with him about all that was in
herheart. 3Solomonansweredall herques-
tions. There wasn’t anything hidden from
the king which he didn’t tell her. 4 When
the queen of Sheba had seen all thewisdom
of Solomon, the house that he had built,
5 the food of his table, the sitting of his ser-
vants, the attendance of his officials, their
clothing, his cup bearers, and his ascent
by which he went up to the LORD’s house,
there was no more spirit in her. 6 She said
to the king, “Itwas a true report that I heard
in my own land of your acts and of your
wisdom. 7 However, I didn’t believe the
words until I came and my eyes had seen
it. Behold, not even half was told me! Your
wisdom and prosperity exceed the fame
which I heard. 8 Happy are your men,
happy are these your servants who stand
continually before you, who hear your wis-
dom. 9 Blessed is the LORD your God, who
delighted in you, to set you on the throne
of Israel. Because the LORD loved Israel
forever, therefore he made you king, to do
justice and righteousness.” 10 She gave the
king one hundred twenty talents of gold,

and a very great quantity of spices, and
precious stones. Never again was there
such an abundance of spices as thesewhich
the queen of Sheba gave to King Solomon.

11 The fleet of Hiram that brought gold
from Ophir also brought in from Ophir
great quantities of almug trees* and pre-
cious stones. 12The kingmade of the almug
trees pillars for the LORD’s house and for
the king’s house, harps also and stringed
instruments for the singers; no such almug
trees came or were seen to this day.

13 King Solomon gave to the queen of
Sheba all her desire, whatever she asked, in
addition to that which Solomon gave her of
his royal bounty. So she turned andwent to
her own land, she and her servants.

14 Now the weight of gold that came to
Solomon in one yearwas six hundred sixty-
six talents† of gold, 15 in addition to that
which the traders brought, and the traffic
of the merchants, and of all the kings of the
mixed people, and of the governors of the
country. 16 King Solomon made two hun-
dred bucklers of beaten gold; six hundred
shekels‡ of gold went to one buckler. 17He
made three hundred shields of beaten gold;
threeminas§of goldwent toone shield; and
the king put them in theHouse of the Forest
of Lebanon. 18 Moreover the king made a
great throne of ivory, and overlaid it with
thefinest gold. 19Therewere six steps to the
throne, and the top of the thronewas round
behind; and there were armrests on either
side by the place of the seat, and two lions
standing beside the armrests. 20 Twelve
lions stood there on the one side and on
the other on the six steps. Nothing like
it was made in any kingdom. 21 All King
Solomon’s drinking vessels were of gold,
and all the vessels of theHouse of the Forest
of Lebanon were of pure gold. None were
of silver, because it was considered of little
value in the days of Solomon. 22For the king
had a fleet of ships of Tarshish at sea with
Hiram’s fleet. Once every three years the
fleet of Tarshish came bringing gold, silver,
ivory, apes, and peacocks.

23So King Solomon exceeded all the kings
of the earth in riches and in wisdom. 24All
the earth sought thepresence of Solomon to
hear his wisdom which God had put in his
heart. 25Year after year, everymanbrought
his tribute, vessels of silver, vessels of gold,
clothing, armor, spices, horses, andmules.

‡ 9:28 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces, so 420 talents is about 12.6metric tons * 10:11
possibly an Indian sandalwood, with nice grain and a pleasant scent, and good for woodworking † 10:14 A talent is
about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces, so 666 talents is about 20metric tons ‡ 10:16 A shekel is about

10 grams or about 0.32 Troy ounces, so 600 shekels is about 6 kilograms or 13.2 pounds or 192 Troy ounces. § 10:17
Amina is about 600 grams or 1.3 U. S. pounds.
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26 Solomon gathered together chariots
and horsemen. He had one thousand
fourhundredchariots and twelve thousand
horsemen. He kept them in the chariot
cities andwith the king at Jerusalem. 27The
king made silver as common as stones in
Jerusalem, and cedars as common as the
sycamore trees that are in the lowland.
28 The horses which Solomon had were
brought out of Egypt. The king’s merchants
received them in droves, each drove at a
price. 29A chariotwas imported fromEgypt
for six hundred shekels* of silver, and a
horse for one hundred fifty shekels; and so
they exported them to all the kings of the
Hittites and to the kings of Syria.

11
1 Now King Solomon loved many for-

eign women, together with the daughter
of Pharaoh: women of the Moabites, Am-
monites, Edomites, Sidonians, and Hittites,
2of the nations concerningwhich the LORD
said to the children of Israel, “You shall not
go among them, neither shall they come
among you, for surely they will turn away
your heart after their gods.” Solomon
joined to these in love. 3He had seven hun-
dred wives, princesses, and three hundred
concubines. His wives turned his heart
away. 4When Solomon was old, his wives
turned away his heart after other gods; and
his heart was not perfect with the LORD his
God, as the heart of David his father was.
5For Solomonwent afterAshtoreth the god-
dess of the Sidonians, and after Milcom the
abomination of the Ammonites. 6 Solomon
did that which was evil in the LORD’s sight,
and didn’t go fully after the LORD, as David
his father did. 7 Then Solomon built a
high place for Chemosh the abomination
of Moab, on the mountain that is before
Jerusalem, and forMolech the abomination
of the children of Ammon. 8 So he did for
all his foreign wives, who burned incense
and sacrificed to their gods. 9 The LORD
was angry with Solomon, because his heart
was turned away from the LORD, the God
of Israel, who had appeared to him twice,
10andhadcommandedhimconcerning this
thing, thathe shouldnot goafterother gods;
but he didn’t keep that which the LORD
commanded. 11 Therefore the LORD said
to Solomon, “Because this is done by you,
and you have not keptmy covenant andmy
statutes, which I have commanded you, I
will surely tear the kingdom from you, and
will give it to your servant. 12Nevertheless,
I will not do it in your days, for David your
father’s sake; but I will tear it out of your

son’s hand. 13However, I will not tear away
all the kingdom; but I will give one tribe to
your son, for David my servant’s sake, and
for Jerusalem’s sake which I have chosen.”

14 The LORD raised up an adversary to
Solomon: Hadad the Edomite. He was one
of the king’s offspring in Edom. 15Forwhen
David was in Edom, and Joab the captain of
the army had gone up to bury the slain, and
had struck every male in Edom 16 (for Joab
and all Israel remained there six months,
until he had cut off every male in Edom),
17 Hadad fled, he and certain Edomites of
his father’s servants with him, to go into
Egypt, when Hadad was still a little child.
18 They arose out of Midian and came to
Paran; and they took men with them out of
Paran, and they came to Egypt, to Pharaoh
king of Egypt, who gave him a house, and
appointed him food, and gave him land.
19 Hadad found great favor in the sight of
Pharaoh, so that he gave him as wife the
sister of his ownwife, the sister of Tahpenes
the queen. 20 The sister of Tahpenes bore
him Genubath his son, whom Tahpenes
weaned in Pharaoh’s house; and Genubath
was in Pharaoh’s house among the sons of
Pharaoh. 21 When Hadad heard in Egypt
that David slept with his fathers, and that
Joab the captain of the army was dead,
Hadad said to Pharaoh, “Letmedepart, that
I may go to my own country.”

22 Then Pharaoh said to him, “But what
have you lacked with me, that behold, you
seek to go to your own country?”
He answered, “Nothing, however only let

me depart.”
23 God raised up an adversary to him,

Rezon the son of Eliada, who had fled from
his lord, Hadadezer king of Zobah. 24 He
gathered men to himself, and became cap-
tain over a troop, when David killed them
of Zobah. They went to Damascus and
lived there, and reigned in Damascus. 25He
was an adversary to Israel all the days of
Solomon, in addition to the mischief of
Hadad. He abhorred Israel, and reigned
over Syria.

26 Jeroboam the son of Nebat, an
Ephraimite of Zeredah, a servant of
Solomon, whose mother’s name was
Zeruah, a widow, also lifted up his hand
against the king. 27 This was the reason
why he lifted up his hand against the
king: Solomon built Millo, and repaired the
breach of his father David’s city. 28Theman
Jeroboam was a mighty man of valor; and
Solomon saw the young man that he was
industrious, and he put him in charge of
all the labor of the house of Joseph. 29 At

* 10:29 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces.
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that time, when Jeroboam went out of
Jerusalem, the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite
foundhimon theway. NowAhijah had clad
himself with a new garment; and the two
of them were alone in the field. 30 Ahijah
took the new garment that was on him,
and tore it in twelve pieces. 31 He said to
Jeroboam, “Take ten pieces; for the LORD,
the God of Israel, says, ‘Behold, I will tear
the kingdom out of the hand of Solomon
andwill give ten tribes toyou 32 (buthe shall
have one tribe, for my servant David’s sake
and for Jerusalem’s sake, the city which I
have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel),
33because they have forsakenme, andhave
worshiped Ashtoreth the goddess of the
Sidonians, Chemosh the god of Moab, and
Milcom the god of the children of Ammon.
They have not walked in my ways, to do
that which is right in my eyes, and to keep
my statutes and my ordinances, as David
his father did.

34 “ ‘However, I will not take the whole
kingdom out of his hand, but I will make
him prince all the days of his life for David
my servant’s sake whom I chose, who kept
my commandments and my statutes, 35 but
Iwill take the kingdomout of his son’s hand
and will give it to you, even ten tribes. 36 I
will give one tribe to his son, that David my
servantmay have a lamp always beforeme
in Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen
for myself to put my name there. 37 I will
take you, and you shall reign according to
all that your soul desires, and shall be king
over Israel. 38 It shall be, if you will listen
to all that I command you, and will walk in
my ways, and do that which is right in my
eyes, to keepmy statutes andmycommand-
ments, as David my servant did, that I will
bewithyou, andwill buildyouasurehouse,
as I built for David, and will give Israel to
you. 39 Iwill afflict theoffspringofDavid for
this, but not forever.’ ”

40 Therefore Solomon sought to kill Jer-
oboam, but Jeroboam arose and fled into
Egypt, to Shishak king of Egypt, and was in
Egypt until the death of Solomon.

41 Now the rest of the acts of Solomon,
and all that he did, and his wisdom, aren’t
they written in the book of the acts of
Solomon? 42The time that Solomon reigned
in Jerusalem over all Israel was forty years.
43 Solomon slept with his fathers, and was
buried in his father David’s city; and Re-
hoboam his son reigned in his place.

12
1 Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Is-

rael had come to Shechem to make him
king. 2 When Jeroboam the son of Nebat
heard of it (for he was yet in Egypt, where

he had fled from the presence of King
Solomon, and Jeroboam lived in Egypt;
3 and they sent and called him), Jeroboam
and all the assembly of Israel came, and
spoke to Rehoboam, saying, 4 “Your father
made our yoke difficult. Now therefore
make the hard service of your father, and
his heavy yoke which he put on us, lighter,
and wewill serve you.”

5He said to them, “Depart for three days,
then come back to me.”
So the people departed.
6 King Rehoboam took counsel with the

old men who had stood before Solomon
his father while he yet lived, saying, “What
counsel do you give me to answer these
people?”

7They replied, “If you will be a servant to
this people today, and will serve them, and
answer them with good words, then they
will be your servants forever.”

8 But he abandoned the counsel of the
old men which they had given him, and
took counsel with the young men who had
grown up with him, who stood before him.
9 He said to them, “What counsel do you
give, that wemay answer these people who
have spoken to me, saying, ‘Make the yoke
that your father put on us lighter’?”

10Theyoungmenwhohadgrownupwith
him said to him, “Tell these people who
spoke to you, saying, ‘Your father made our
yoke heavy, but make it lighter to us’—tell
them, ‘My little finger is thicker than my
father’s waist. 11Now my father burdened
youwith aheavyyoke, but Iwill add to your
yoke. My father chastised you with whips,
but I will chastise you with scorpions.’ ”

12So Jeroboam and all the people came to
Rehoboam the third day, as the king asked,
saying, “Come to me again the third day.”
13 The king answered the people roughly,
and abandoned the counsel of the old men
which they had given him, 14 and spoke to
them according to the counsel of the young
men, saying, “My father made your yoke
heavy, but Iwill add to your yoke. My father
chastised youwithwhips, but Iwill chastise
you with scorpions.”

15 So the king didn’t listen to the peo-
ple; for it was a thing brought about
from the LORD, that he might establish
his word, which the LORD spoke by Ahi-
jah the Shilonite to Jeroboam the son of
Nebat. 16When all Israel saw that the king
didn’t listen to them, the people answered
the king, saying, “What portion have we in
David? We don’t have an inheritance in the
son of Jesse. To your tents, Israel! Now
see to your own house, David.” So Israel
departed to their tents.
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17 But as for the children of Israel who
lived in the cities of Judah, Rehoboam
reigned over them. 18ThenKing Rehoboam
sentAdoram,whowasover themensubject
to forced labor; and all Israel stoned him
to death with stones. King Rehoboam hur-
ried to get himself up to his chariot, to flee
to Jerusalem. 19 So Israel rebelled against
David’s house to this day.

20 When all Israel heard that Jeroboam
had returned, they sent and called him to
the congregation, and made him king over
all Israel. There was no one who followed
David’s house, except for the tribe of Judah
only.

21 When Rehoboam had come to
Jerusalem, he assembled all the house of
Judah and the tribe of Benjamin, a hundred
and eighty thousand chosenmenwhowere
warriors, tofight against thehouseof Israel,
to bring the kingdom again to Rehoboam
the son of Solomon. 22 But the word of
God came to Shemaiah the man of God,
saying, 23 “Speak to Rehoboam the son of
Solomon, king of Judah, and to all the house
of JudahandBenjamin, and to therestof the
people, saying, 24 ‘TheLORD says, “You shall
not go up or fight against your brothers,
the children of Israel. Everyone return to
his house; for this thing is from me.” ’ ”
So they listened to the LORD’s word, and
returned and went their way, according to
the LORD’s word.

25 Then Jeroboam built Shechem in the
hill country of Ephraim, and lived in it; and
he went out from there and built Penuel.
26 Jeroboam said in his heart, “Now the
kingdom will return to David’s house. 27 If
this people goes up to offer sacrifices in
the LORD’s house at Jerusalem, then the
heart of this people will turn again to their
lord, even to Rehoboam king of Judah; and
they will kill me, and return to Rehoboam
king of Judah.” 28 So the king took counsel,
and made two calves of gold; and he said
to them, “It is too much for you to go up
to Jerusalem. Look and behold your gods,
Israel, which brought you up out of the
land of Egypt!” 29He set the one in Bethel,
and the other he put in Dan. 30 This thing
became a sin, for the people went even as
far as Dan to worship before the one there.
31Hemade houses of high places, andmade
priests from among all the people, who
were not of the sons of Levi. 32 Jeroboam
ordained a feast in the eighth month, on
the fifteenth day of themonth, like the feast
that is in Judah, and he went up to the altar.
He did so in Bethel, sacrificing to the calves
that he had made, and he placed in Bethel
the priests of the high places that he had
made. 33He went up to the altar which he

had made in Bethel on the fifteenth day in
the eighthmonth, even in themonthwhich
he had devised of his own heart; and he
ordained a feast for the children of Israel,
and went up to the altar to burn incense.

13
1 Behold, a man of God came out of Ju-

dah by the LORD’s word to Bethel; and Jer-
oboam was standing by the altar to burn
incense. 2He cried against the altar by the
LORD’s word, and said, “Altar! Altar! The
LORD says: ‘Behold, a son will be born to
David’s house, Josiah by name. On you he
will sacrifice the priests of the high places
who burn incense on you, and they will
burnmen’s bones on you.’ ” 3He gave a sign
the sameday, saying, “This is the signwhich
the LORD has spoken: Behold, the altar will
be split apart, and the ashes that are on it
will be poured out.”

4 When the king heard the saying of the
manofGod,whichhe criedagainst thealtar
in Bethel, Jeroboam put out his hand from
the altar, saying, “Seize him!” His hand,
which he put out against him, dried up,
so that he could not draw it back again to
himself. 5 The altar was also split apart,
and the ashes poured out from the altar,
according to the sign which theman of God
had given by the LORD’s word. 6 The king
answered the man of God, “Now intercede
for the favor of the LORD your God, and
pray for me, that my hand may be restored
me again.”
The man of God interceded with the

LORD, and the king’s hand was restored to
him again, and became as it was before.

7 The king said to the man of God, “Come
home with me and refresh yourself, and I
will give you a reward.”

8 The man of God said to the king, “Even
if you gave me half of your house, I would
not go in with you, neither would I eat
bread nor drink water in this place; 9 for
so was it commanded me by the LORD’s
word, saying, ‘You shall eat no bread, drink
no water, and don’t return by the way that
you came.’ ” 10So hewent anotherway, and
didn’t return by the way that he came to
Bethel.

11Nowanold prophet lived inBethel, and
one of his sons came and told him all the
works that the man of God had done that
day inBethel. They also told their father the
words which he had spoken to the king.

12 Their father said to them, “Which way
did he go?” Now his sons had seen which
way the man of God went, who came from
Judah. 13 He said to his sons, “Saddle the
donkey forme.” So they saddled thedonkey
for him; and he rode on it. 14 He went
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after theman of God, and found him sitting
under an oak. He said to him, “Are you the
man of God who came from Judah?”
He said, “I am.”
15Then he said to him, “Come home with

me and eat bread.”
16He said, “Imaynot returnwith you, nor

go in with you. I will not eat bread or drink
water with you in this place. 17 For it was
said to me by the LORD’s word, ‘You shall
eat nobreadordrinkwater there, anddon’t
turnagain to goby theway that you came.’ ”

18He said to him, “I also am a prophet as
you are; and an angel spoke to me by the
LORD’s word, saying, ‘Bring him back with
you into your house, that he may eat bread
and drink water.’ ” He lied to him.

19 So he went back with him, ate bread in
his house, and drank water. 20 As they sat
at the table, the LORD’s word came to the
prophet who brought him back; 21 and he
cried out to theman of Godwho came from
Judah, saying, “The LORD says, ‘Because
you have been disobedient to the LORD’s
word, andhavenot kept the commandment
which theLORDyourGod commandedyou,
22but cameback, and have eaten bread and
drank water in the place of which he said
to you, “Eat no bread, and drink no water,”
your bodywill not come to the tombof your
fathers.’ ”

23 After he had eaten bread and af-
ter he drank, he saddled the donkey for
the prophet whom he had brought back.
24When he had gone, a lion met him by the
way and killed him. His body was thrown
on the path, and the donkey stood by it. The
lion also stood by the body. 25 Behold, men
passed by and saw the body thrown on the
path, and the lion standing by the body; and
they came and told it in the city where the
old prophet lived. 26When the prophetwho
brought him back from the way heard of it,
he said, “It is the man of God who was dis-
obedient to the LORD’sword. Therefore the
LORD has delivered him to the lion, which
hasmauled himand slain him, according to
the LORD’s word which he spoke to him.”
27 He said to his sons, saying, “Saddle the
donkey for me,” and they saddled it. 28He
went and found his body thrown on the
path, and the donkey and the lion standing
by thebody. The lionhadnot eaten thebody
normauled the donkey. 29The prophet took
up the body of themanofGod, and laid it on
the donkey, and brought it back. He came
to the city of the old prophet to mourn, and
to bury him. 30He laid his body in his own
grave; and they mourned over him, saying,
“Alas, my brother!”

31After hehadburiedhim, he spoke tohis
sons, saying, “When I am dead, bury me in
the tomb inwhich theman of God is buried.
Lay my bones beside his bones. 32 For the
saying which he cried by the LORD’s word
against the altar in Bethel, and against all
the houses of the high places which are in
the cities of Samaria, will surely happen.”

33 After this thing, Jeroboam didn’t turn
from his evil way, but again made priests
of the high places from among all the peo-
ple. Whoever wanted to, he consecrated
him, that there might be priests of the high
places. 34This thingbecamesin to thehouse
of Jeroboam, even to cut it offand todestroy
it from off the surface of the earth.

14
1At that time Abijah the son of Jeroboam

became sick. 2 Jeroboam said to his wife,
“Please get up and disguise yourself, so
that youwon’t be recognized as Jeroboam’s
wife. Go to Shiloh. Behold, Ahijah the
prophet is there, who said that I would be
king over this people. 3 Take with you ten
loaves of bread, some cakes, and a jar of
honey, and go to him. He will tell you what
will become of the child.”

4 Jeroboam’s wife did so, and arose and
went to Shiloh, and came to Ahijah’s house.
NowAhijah could not see, for his eyes were
set by reason of his age. 5The LORD said to
Ahijah, “Behold, Jeroboam’s wife is coming
to inquire of you concerning her son, for he
is sick. Tell her such and such; for it will be,
when she comes in, that she will pretend to
be another woman.”

6 So when Ahijah heard the sound of her
feet as she came in at the door, he said,
“Come in, Jeroboam’s wife! Why do you
pretend to be another? For I am sent to
you with heavy news. 7 Go, tell Jeroboam,
‘The LORD, the God of Israel, says: “Because
I exalted you from among the people, and
made you prince over my people Israel,
8 and tore the kingdom away from David’s
house, and gave it you; and yet you have
not been as my servant David, who kept
my commandments, and who followed me
with all his heart, to do that onlywhichwas
right inmy eyes, 9but have done evil above
allwhowerebeforeyou, andhavegoneand
made for yourself other gods, molten im-
ages, to provoke me to anger, and have cast
me behind your back, 10 therefore, behold,
I will bring evil on the house of Jeroboam,
and will cut off from Jeroboam everyone
who urinates on a wall,* he who is shut up
and he who is left at large in Israel, and
will utterly sweep away the house of Jer-
oboam, as a man sweeps away dung until

* 14:10 or, male
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it is all gone. 11 The dogs will eat he who
belongs to Jeroboam who dies in the city;
and the birds of the sky will eat he who
dies in the field, for the LORD has spoken
it.” ’ 12Arise therefore, andgo toyourhouse.
When your feet enter into the city, the child
will die. 13 All Israel will mourn for him
and bury him; for he only of Jeroboamwill
come to the grave, because in him there is
found some good thing toward the LORD,
the God of Israel, in the house of Jeroboam.
14Moreover the LORD will raise up a king
for himself over Israel who will cut off the
house of Jeroboam. This is the day! What?
Evennow. 15For the LORDwill strike Israel,
as a reed is shaken in thewater; and hewill
root up Israel out of this good landwhichhe
gave to their fathers, and will scatter them
beyond the River,† because they havemade
their Asherah poles, provoking the LORD to
anger. 16 He will give Israel up because of
the sins of Jeroboam, which he has sinned,
and with which he has made Israel to sin.”

17 Jeroboam’s wife arose and departed,
and came to Tirzah. As she came to the
threshold of the house, the child died. 18All
Israel buried him and mourned for him,
according to the LORD’s word, which he
spoke by his servant Ahijah the prophet.

19 The rest of the acts of Jeroboam, how
he fought and how he reigned, behold, they
are written in the book of the chronicles
of the kings of Israel. 20 The days which
Jeroboam reigned were twenty two years;
then he slept with his fathers, and Nadab
his son reigned in his place.

21Rehoboam the son of Solomon reigned
in Judah. Rehoboam was forty-one years
old when he began to reign, and he
reigned seventeen years in Jerusalem, the
city which the LORD had chosen out of
all the tribes of Israel, to put his name
there. His mother’s name was Naamah the
Ammonitess. 22 Judah did that which was
evil in the LORD’s sight, and they provoked
him to jealousy with their sins which they
committed, above all that their fathers had
done. 23 For they also built for themselves
high places, sacred pillars, and Asherah
poles on every high hill and under every
green tree. 24 There were also sodomites
in the land. They did according to all the
abominations of the nations which the
LORD drove out before the children of
Israel.

25 In the fifth year of King Rehoboam,
Shishak king of Egypt came up against
Jerusalem; 26 and he took away the trea-
sures of the LORD’s house and the treasures
of the king’s house. He even took away all

of it, including all the gold shields which
Solomon had made. 27 King Rehoboam
made shields of bronze in their place, and
committed them to the hands of the cap-
tains of the guard, who kept the door of the
king’s house. 28 Itwas so, that as often as the
king went into the LORD’s house, the guard
bore them, and brought them back into the
guard room.

29Now the rest of the acts of Rehoboam,
andall that hedid, aren’t theywritten in the
bookof the chronicles of the kings of Judah?
30 There was war between Rehoboam and
Jeroboam continually. 31 Rehoboam slept
with his fathers, and was buried with his
fathers in David’s city. His mother’s name
was Naamah the Ammonitess. Abijam his
son reigned in his place.

15
1 Now in the eighteenth year of King

Jeroboam the son of Nebat, Abijam began
to reign over Judah. 2 He reigned three
years in Jerusalem. His mother’s namewas
Maacah the daughter of Abishalom. 3 He
walked in all the sins of his father, which
he had done before him; and his heart was
not perfect with the LORD his God, as the
heart of David his father. 4 Nevertheless
for David’s sake, the LORD his God gave
him a lamp in Jerusalem, to set up his
son after him and to establish Jerusalem;
5because David did that which was right in
the LORD’s eyes, and didn’t turn away from
anything that he commanded him all the
days of his life, except only in the matter of
Uriah the Hittite. 6Now there was war be-
tweenRehoboamand Jeroboamall thedays
of his life. 7 The rest of the acts of Abijam,
and all that he did, aren’t they written in
the book of the chronicles of the kings of
Judah? TherewaswarbetweenAbijamand
Jeroboam. 8 Abijam slept with his fathers,
and theyburiedhim inDavid’s city; andAsa
his son reigned in his place.

9 In the twentieth year of Jeroboam king
of Israel, Asa began to reign over Judah.
10He reigned forty-one years in Jerusalem.
His mother’s name was Maacah the daugh-
ter of Abishalom. 11 Asa did that which
was right in the LORD’s eyes, as David his
fatherdid. 12Heput away the sodomites out
of the land, and removed all the idols that
his fathers had made. 13 He also removed
Maacah his mother from being queen, be-
cause she had made an abominable image
for an Asherah. Asa cut down her image
and burned it at the brook Kidron. 14 But
the high places were not taken away. Nev-
ertheless the heart of Asa was perfect with

† 14:15 That is, the Euphrates.
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the LORDall his days. 15Hebrought into the
LORD’s house the things that his father had
dedicated, and the things that he himself
had dedicated: silver, gold, and utensils.

16 There was war between Asa and
Baasha king of Israel all their days.
17 Baasha king of Israel went up against
Judah, and built Ramah, that he might not
allow anyone to go out or come in to Asa
king of Judah. 18ThenAsa took all the silver
and the gold thatwas left in the treasures of
the LORD’s house, and the treasures of the
king’s house, and delivered it into the hand
of his servants. Then King Asa sent them
to Ben Hadad, the son of Tabrimmon, the
son of Hezion, king of Syria, who lived at
Damascus, saying, 19 “Let there be a treaty
between me and you, like that between
my father and your father. Behold, I have
sent to you a present of silver and gold.
Go, break your treaty with Baasha king of
Israel, that hemay depart fromme.”

20 Ben Hadad listened to King Asa, and
sent the captains of his armies against the
cities of Israel, and struck Ijon, and Dan,
and Abel Beth Maacah, and all Chinneroth,
with all the land of Naphtali. 21 When
Baasha heard of it, he stopped building
Ramah, and lived in Tirzah. 22 Then King
Asa made a proclamation to all Judah. No
one was exempted. They carried away
the stones of Ramah, and its timber, with
which Baasha had built; and King Asa used
it to build Geba of Benjamin, and Mizpah.
23 Now the rest of all the acts of Asa, and
all his might, and all that he did, and the
cities which he built, aren’t they written in
the book of the chronicles of the kings of
Judah? But in the time of his old age he was
diseased in his feet. 24 Asa slept with his
fathers, and was buried with his fathers in
his father David’s city; and Jehoshaphat his
son reigned in his place.

25 Nadab the son of Jeroboam began to
reign over Israel in the second year of Asa
king of Judah; and he reigned over Israel
two years. 26 He did that which was evil
in the LORD’s sight, and walked in the way
of his father, and in his sin with which he
made Israel to sin. 27 Baasha the son of
Ahijah, of the house of Issachar, conspired
against him; and Baasha struck him at Gib-
bethon, which belonged to the Philistines;
forNadab and all Israelwere besiegingGib-
bethon. 28Even in the third year of Asa king
of Judah, Baasha killed him and reigned
in his place. 29 As soon as he was king,
he struck all the house of Jeroboam. He
didn’t leave to Jeroboamanywhobreathed,
until he had destroyed him, according to

the saying of the LORD, which he spoke by
his servant Ahijah the Shilonite; 30 for the
sins of Jeroboamwhich he sinned, andwith
which he made Israel to sin, because of his
provocation with which he provoked the
LORD, the God of Israel, to anger.

31Now the rest of the acts of Nadab, and
all that he did, aren’t they written in the
book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?
32 There was war between Asa and Baasha
king of Israel all their days.

33 In the third year of Asa king of Judah,
Baasha the son of Ahijah began to reign
over all Israel in Tirzah for twenty-four
years. 34 He did that which was evil in
the LORD’s sight, and walked in the way
of Jeroboam, and in his sin with which he
made Israel to sin.

16
1TheLORD’swordcame to Jehu the sonof

Hanani against Baasha, saying, 2 “Because
I exalted you out of the dust and made you
prince over my people Israel, and you have
walked in the way of Jeroboam and have
made my people Israel to sin, to provoke
me to anger with their sins, 3 behold, I will
utterly sweep away Baasha and his house;
and I will make your house like the house
of Jeroboam the son of Nebat. 4 The dogs
will eatBaasha’sdescendantswhodie in the
city; and he who dies of his in the field, the
birds of the sky will eat.”

5Now the rest of the acts of Baasha, and
what he did, andhismight, aren’t theywrit-
ten in thebookof the chronicles of the kings
of Israel? 6 Baasha slept with his fathers,
and was buried in Tirzah; and Elah his son
reigned in his place.

7 Moreover the LORD’s word came by
the prophet Jehu the son of Hanani against
Baasha and against his house, both because
of all the evil that he did in the LORD’s sight,
toprovokehimtoangerwith theworkofhis
hands, in being like the house of Jeroboam,
and because he struck him.

8 In the twenty-sixth year of Asa king of
Judah, Elah the sonofBaashabegan to reign
over Israel in Tirzah for two years. 9 His
servant Zimri, captain of half his chariots,
conspired against him. Now he was in
Tirzah, drinkinghimself drunk in thehouse
of Arza, who was over the household in
Tirzah; 10and Zimri went in and struck him
and killed him in the twenty-seventh year
of Asa king of Judah, and reigned in his
place.

11 When he began to reign, as soon as
he sat on his throne, he attacked all the
house of Baasha. He didn’t leave him a
single one who urinates on a wall* among

* 16:11 or, male
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his relatives orhis friends. 12ThusZimri de-
stroyed all the house of Baasha, according
to the LORD’s word which he spoke against
Baasha by Jehu the prophet, 13 for all the
sins of Baasha, and the sins of Elah his
son,which they sinnedandwithwhich they
made Israel to sin, to provoke the LORD, the
God of Israel, to anger with their vanities.
14 Now the rest of the acts of Elah, and all
that he did, aren’t they written in the book
of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?

15 In the twenty-seventh year of Asa
king of Judah, Zimri reigned seven days in
Tirzah. Now the people were encamped
against Gibbethon, which belonged to the
Philistines. 16 The people who were en-
camped heard that Zimri had conspired,
and had also killed the king. Therefore
all Israel made Omri, the captain of the
army, king over Israel that day in the camp.
17 Omri went up from Gibbethon, and all
Israel with him, and they besieged Tirzah.
18When Zimri saw that the city was taken,
he went into the fortified part of the king’s
house and burned the king’s house over
himwith fire, and died, 19 for his sinswhich
he sinned in doing that which was evil in
the LORD’s sight, in walking in the way
of Jeroboam, and in his sin which he did
to make Israel to sin. 20 Now the rest of
the acts of Zimri, and his treason that he
committed, aren’t they written in the book
of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?

21 Then the people of Israel were divided
into two parts: half of the people followed
Tibni the son of Ginath, to make him king,
and half followed Omri. 22 But the people
who followed Omri prevailed against the
people who followed Tibni the son of Gi-
nath; so Tibni died, and Omri reigned. 23 In
the thirty-first year of Asa king of Judah,
Omri began to reign over Israel for twelve
years. He reigned six years in Tirzah. 24He
bought the hill Samaria of Shemer for two
talents† of silver; and he built on the hill,
and called the name of the city which he
built, Samaria, after the name of Shemer,
the owner of the hill. 25 Omri did that
which was evil in the LORD’s sight, and
dealt wickedly above all who were before
him. 26 For he walked in all the way of
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and in his sins
withwhichhemade Israel to sin, toprovoke
the LORD, the God of Israel, to anger with
their vanities. 27Now the rest of the acts of
Omri which he did, and his might that he
showed, aren’t they written in the book of
the chronicles of the kings of Israel? 28 So
Omri slept with his fathers, andwas buried
in Samaria; and Ahab his son reigned in his

place.
29 In the thirty-eighth year of Asa king of

Judah, Ahab the son of Omri began to reign
over Israel. Ahab the son of Omri reigned
over Israel in Samaria twenty-two years.
30Ahab the son of Omri did that which was
evil in the LORD’s sight above all that were
before him. 31As if it had been a light thing
for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the
son of Nebat, he took as wife Jezebel the
daughter of Ethbaal king of the Sidonians,
and went and served Baal and worshiped
him. 32 He raised up an altar for Baal in
the house of Baal, which he had built in
Samaria. 33 Ahab made the Asherah; and
Ahab did more yet to provoke the LORD,
the God of Israel, to anger than all the kings
of Israel who were before him. 34 In his
daysHiel the Bethelite built Jericho. He laid
its foundation with the loss of Abiram his
firstborn, and set up its gates with the loss
of his youngest son Segub, according to the
LORD’sword, which he spoke by Joshua the
son of Nun.

17
1 Elijah the Tishbite, who was one of the

settlers of Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the
LORD, the God of Israel, lives, before whom
Istand, there shallnotbedewnorrain these
years, but according to myword.”

2Then the LORD’sword came to him, say-
ing, 3 “Go away from here, turn eastward,
andhide yourself by the brook Cherith, that
is before the Jordan. 4You shall drink from
the brook. I have commanded the ravens
to feed you there.” 5 So he went and did
according to the LORD’s word, for he went
and livedby thebrookCherith that is before
the Jordan. 6The ravens brought himbread
and meat in the morning, and bread and
meat in the evening; and he drank from the
brook. 7 After a while, the brook dried up,
because there was no rain in the land.

8 The LORD’s word came to him, saying,
9 “Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs
to Sidon, and stay there. Behold, I have
commanded awidow there to sustain you.”

10Sohe arose andwent to Zarephath; and
whenhe came to the gate of the city, behold,
a widow was there gathering sticks. He
called to her and said, “Please getme a little
water in a jar, that I may drink.”

11 As she was going to get it, he called to
her and said, “Please bring me a morsel of
bread in your hand.”

12 She said, “As the LORD your God lives,
I don’t have anything baked, but only a
handful of meal in a jar and a little oil in a
jar. Behold, I am gathering two sticks, that

† 16:24 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds.
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I may go in and bake it for me and my son,
that wemay eat it, and die.”

13 Elijah said to her, “Don’t be afraid. Go
anddoasyouhavesaid; butmakemea little
cake from it first, and bring it out tome, and
afterward make some for you and for your
son. 14For the LORD, the God of Israel, says,
‘The jar of meal will not run out, and the
jar of oil will not fail, until the day that the
LORD sends rain on the earth.’ ”

15 She went and did according to the say-
ingofElijah; andshe, he, andherhousehold
ate many days. 16The jar of meal didn’t run
out and the jar of oil didn’t fail, according to
the LORD’s word, which he spoke by Elijah.

17 After these things, the son of the
woman, the mistress of the house, became
sick; and his sickness was so severe that
there was no breath left in him. 18 She said
to Elijah, “What have I to do with you, you
man of God? You have come to me to bring
my sin to memory, and to kill my son!”

19He said to her, “Give me your son.” He
took him out of her bosom, and carried him
up into the roomwhere he stayed, and laid
him on his own bed. 20 He cried to the
LORD and said, “LORD my God, have you
also brought evil on the widow with whom
I am staying, by killing her son?”

21He stretched himself on the child three
times, and cried to the LORD and said,
“LORD my God, please let this child’s soul
come into him again.”

22 The LORD listened to the voice of Eli-
jah; and the soul of the child came into
him again, and he revived. 23 Elijah took
the child and brought him down out of the
room into the house, and delivered him to
his mother; and Elijah said, “Behold, your
son lives.”

24Thewoman said to Elijah, “Now I know
that you are a man of God, and that the
LORD’s word in yourmouth is truth.”

18
1Aftermany days, the LORD’s word came

to Elijah, in the third year, saying, “Go, show
yourself to Ahab; and Iwill send rain on the
earth.”

2 Elijah went to show himself to Ahab.
The famine was severe in Samaria. 3Ahab
called Obadiah, who was over the house-
hold. (Now Obadiah feared the LORD
greatly; 4 for when Jezebel cut off the
LORD’s prophets, Obadiah took one hun-
dred prophets, and hid them fifty to a cave,
and fed themwith bread andwater.) 5Ahab
said to Obadiah, “Go through the land, to all
the springs of water, and to all the brooks.
Perhaps we may find grass and save the
horses and mules alive, that we not lose all
the animals.”

6 So they divided the land between them
to pass throughout it. Ahab went one way
by himself, and Obadiah went another way
by himself. 7 As Obadiah was on the way,
behold, Elijahmet him. He recognized him,
and fell on his face, and said, “Is it you, my
lord Elijah?”

8 He answered him, “It is I. Go, tell your
lord, ‘Behold, Elijah is here!’ ”

9 He said, “How have I sinned, that you
would deliver your servant into the hand of
Ahab, to kill me? 10 As the LORD your God
lives, there is no nation or kingdom where
my lord has not sent to seek you. When
they said, ‘He is not here,’ he took an oath
of the kingdom and nation that they didn’t
find you. 11Now you say, ‘Go, tell your lord,
“Behold, Elijah is here.” ’ 12 It will happen,
as soon as I leave you, that the LORD’s
Spirit will carry you I don’t know where;
and so when I come and tell Ahab, and he
can’t find you, he will kill me. But I, your
servant, have feared the LORD from my
youth. 13Wasn’t it told my lord what I did
when Jezebel killed the LORD’s prophets,
how I hid one hundred men of the LORD’s
prophets with fifty to a cave, and fed them
with bread and water? 14Now you say, ‘Go,
tell your lord, “Behold, Elijah is here”.’ He
will kill me.”

15 Elijah said, “As the LORD of Armies
lives, before whom I stand, I will surely
show myself to him today.” 16 So Obadiah
went tomeet Ahab, and told him; and Ahab
went to meet Elijah.

17 When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to
him, “Is that you, you troubler of Israel?”

18 He answered, “I have not troubled Is-
rael, butyouandyour father’shouse, in that
you have forsaken the LORD’s command-
ments and you have followed the Baals.
19Now therefore send, and gather to me all
Israel to Mount Carmel, and four hundred
fifty of the prophets of Baal, and four hun-
dred of the prophets of the Asherah, who
eat at Jezebel’s table.”

20 So Ahab sent to all the children of Is-
rael, and gathered the prophets together to
Mount Carmel. 21Elijah camenear to all the
people, and said, “How long will you waver
between the two sides? If the LORD is God,
follow him; but if Baal, then follow him.”
The people didn’t say a word.
22Then Elijah said to the people, “I, even I

only, am left as a prophet of the LORD; but
Baal’s prophets are four hundred fiftymen.
23Let them therefore give us two bulls; and
let them choose one bull for themselves,
and cut it in pieces, and lay it on the wood,
and put no fire under; and I will dress the
other bull, and lay it on the wood, and put
no fire under it. 24 You call on the name
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of your god, and I will call on the LORD’s
name. TheGodwhoanswers byfire, let him
be God.”
All the people answered, “What you say is

good.”
25 Elijah said to the prophets of Baal,

“Chooseonebull foryourselves, anddress it
first, for youaremany; andcall on thename
of your god, but put no fire under it.”

26 They took the bull which was given
them, and they dressed it, and called on
the name of Baal from morning even until
noon, saying, “Baal, hear us!” But there
was no voice, and nobody answered. They
leaped about the altar which wasmade.

27At noon, Elijah mocked them, and said,
“Cry aloud, for he is a god. Either he is deep
in thought, or he has gone somewhere, or
he is on a journey, or perhaps he sleeps and
must be awakened.”

28 They cried aloud, and cut themselves
in their way with knives and lances until
the blood gushed out on them. 29 When
midday was past, they prophesied until the
time of the evening offering; but there was
novoice, no answer, andnobodypaid atten-
tion.

30Elijah said to all the people, “Comenear
to me!”; and all the people came near to
him. He repaired the LORD’s altar that
had been thrown down. 31 Elijah took
twelve stones, according to the number of
the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the
LORD’s word came, saying, “Israel shall be
your name.” 32With the stones he built an
altar in the LORD’s name. Hemade a trench
around the altar large enough to contain
two seahs* of seed. 33 He put the wood in
order, and cut the bull in pieces and laid it
on the wood. He said, “Fill four jars with
water, and pour it on the burnt offering and
on the wood.” 34 He said, “Do it a second
time;” and they did it the second time. He
said, “Do it a third time;” and they did it
the third time. 35 The water ran around
the altar; and he also filled the trench with
water.

36At the time of the evening offering, Eli-
jah the prophet camenear and said, “LORD,
the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Israel,
let it be known today that you are God in
Israel and that I am your servant, and that
I have done all these things at your word.
37Hearme, LORD, hearme, that this people
mayknowthatyou, LORD,areGod, and that
you have turned their heart back again.”

38Then the LORD’s fire fell and consumed
the burnt offering, the wood, the stones,
and the dust; and it licked up thewater that
was in the trench. 39 When all the people

saw it, they fell on their faces. They said,
“TheLORD,he isGod! TheLORD,he isGod!”

40Elijah said to them, “Seize the prophets
of Baal! Don’t let one of them escape!”
They seized them; and Elijah brought

them down to the brook Kishon, and killed
them there.

41 Elijah said to Ahab, “Get up, eat and
drink; for there is the sound of abundance
of rain.”

42 So Ahab went up to eat and to drink.
Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; and he
bowed himself down on the earth, and put
his face between his knees. 43He said to his
servant, “Go up now and look toward the
sea.”
Hewent up and looked, then said, “There

is nothing.”
He said, “Go again” seven times.
44On the seventh time, he said, “Behold, a

small cloud, like a man’s hand, is rising out
of the sea.”
He said, “Go up, tell Ahab, ‘Get ready and

go down, so that the rain doesn’t stop you.’ ”
45 In a little while, the sky grew black

with cloudsandwind, and therewasagreat
rain. Ahab rode, and went to Jezreel. 46The
LORD’s hand was on Elijah; and he tucked
his cloak into his belt and ran before Ahab
to the entrance of Jezreel.

19
1 Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had

done, and how he had killed all the
prophets with the sword. 2 Then Jezebel
sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, “So let
the gods do to me, and more also, if I don’t
make your life as the life of one of them by
tomorrow about this time!”

3 When he saw that, he arose and ran
for his life, and came to Beersheba, which
belongs to Judah, and left his servant there.
4 But he himself went a day’s journey into
the wilderness, and came and sat down
under a juniper tree. Then he requested for
himself that he might die, and said, “It is
enough. Now, O LORD, take away my life;
for I am not better thanmy fathers.”

5He lay down and slept under a juniper
tree; andbehold, anangel touchedhim, and
said to him, “Arise and eat!”

6He looked, and behold, there was at his
head a cake baked on the coals, and a jar
of water. He ate and drank, and lay down
again. 7 The LORD’s angel came again the
second time, and touched him, and said,
“Arise and eat, because the journey is too
great for you.”

8He arose, and ate and drank, and went
in the strength of that food forty days and

* 18:32 1 seah is about 7 liters or 1.9 gallons or 0.8 pecks
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forty nights to Horeb, God’s Mountain. 9He
came to a cave there, and camped there;
and behold, the LORD’s word came to him,
and he said to him, “What are you doing
here, Elijah?”

10 He said, “I have been very jealous for
the LORD, the God of Armies; for the chil-
dren of Israel have forsaken your covenant,
thrown down your altars, and killed your
prophets with the sword. I, even I only, am
left; and they seekmy life, to take it away.”

11Hesaid, “Gooutandstandon themoun-
tain before the LORD.”
Behold, the LORD passed by, and a great

and strong wind tore the mountains and
broke in pieces the rocks before the LORD;
but the LORD was not in the wind. After
the wind there was an earthquake; but the
LORD was not in the earthquake. 12 After
the earthquake a fire passed; but the LORD
was not in the fire. After the fire, there was
a still small voice. 13When Elijah heard it,
hewrappedhis face inhismantle,went out,
and stood in the entrance of the cave. Be-
hold, a voice came to him, and said, “What
are you doing here, Elijah?”

14 He said, “I have been very jealous for
the LORD, the God of Armies; for the chil-
dren of Israel have forsaken your covenant,
thrown down your altars, and killed your
prophets with the sword. I, even I only, am
left; and they seekmy life, to take it away.”

15 The LORD said to him, “Go, return on
your way to the wilderness of Damascus.
When you arrive, anoint Hazael to be king
over Syria. 16Anoint Jehu the son of Nimshi
to be king over Israel; and anoint Elisha
the son of Shaphat of Abel Meholah to be
prophet in your place. 17 He who escapes
from the sword of Hazael, Jehu will kill;
andhewhoescapes from the swordof Jehu,
Elisha will kill. 18Yet I reserved seven thou-
sand in Israel, all the knees of which have
not bowed to Baal, and every mouth which
has not kissed him.”

19 So he departed from there and found
Elisha the son of Shaphat, whowas plowing
with twelve yoke of oxen before him, and
hewith the twelfth. Elijahwent over to him
and put his mantle on him. 20Elisha left the
oxen and ran after Elijah, and said, “Let me
please kiss my father and my mother, and
then I will follow you.”
He said to him, “Go back again; for what

have I done to you?”
21 He returned from following him, and

took the yoke of oxen, killed them, and
boiled their meat with the oxen’s equip-
ment, and gave to the people; and they ate.
Then he arose, and went after Elijah, and
served him.

20
1BenHadad the king of Syria gathered all

his army together; and there were thirty-
two kings with him, with horses and char-
iots. Hewent up andbesieged Samaria, and
fought against it. 2He sent messengers into
the city to Ahab king of Israel and said to
him, “Ben Hadad says, 3 ‘Your silver and
your gold are mine. Your wives also and
your children, even the best, are mine.’ ”

4 The king of Israel answered, “It is ac-
cording toyour saying,my lord,Oking. I am
yours, and all that I have.”

5 The messengers came again and said,
“Ben Hadad says, ‘I sent indeed to you,
saying, “You shall deliver me your silver,
your gold, your wives, and your children;
6 but I will send my servants to you tomor-
row about this time, and they will search
yourhouseand thehousesof your servants.
Whatever is pleasant in your eyes, theywill
put it in their hand, and take it away.” ’ ”

7 Then the king of Israel called all the
elders of the land, and said, “Please notice
how this man seeks mischief; for he sent to
me for my wives, and for my children, and
for my silver, and for my gold; and I didn’t
deny him.”

8 All the elders and all the people said to
him, “Don’t listen, and don’t consent.”

9 Therefore he said to the messengers of
Ben Hadad, “Tell my lord the king, ‘All that
you sent for to your servant at the first Iwill
do, but this thing I cannot do.’ ”
The messengers departed and brought

him back the message. 10 Ben Hadad sent
to him, and said, “The gods do so to me,
andmore also, if the dust of Samariawill be
enough for handfuls for all the people who
followme.”

11 The king of Israel answered, “Tell him,
‘Don’t let him who puts on his armor brag
like he who takes it off.’ ”

12 When Ben Hadad heard this message
as he was drinking, he and the kings in the
pavilions, he said to his servants, “Prepare
to attack!” So they prepared to attack the
city.

13 Behold, a prophet came near to Ahab
king of Israel, and said, “The LORD says,
‘Have you seen all this great multitude? Be-
hold, I will deliver it into your hand today.
Then youwill know that I am the LORD.’ ”

14Ahab said, “Bywhom?”
He said, “The LORD says, ‘By the young

men of the princes of the provinces.’ ”
Then he said, “Who shall begin the bat-

tle?”
He answered, “You.”
15 Then he mustered the young men of

the princes of the provinces, and they were
two hundred and thirty-two. After them,
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he mustered all the people, even all the
children of Israel, being seven thousand.
16 They went out at noon. But Ben Hadad
was drinking himself drunk in the pavil-
ions, he and the kings, the thirty-two kings
who helped him. 17 The young men of the
princes of the provinces went out first; and
Ben Hadad sent out, and they told him, say-
ing, “Men are coming out from Samaria.”

18 He said, “If they have come out for
peace, take themalive; or if they have come
out for war, take them alive.”

19 So these went out of the city, the young
men of the princes of the provinces, and
the army which followed them. 20 They
each killed his man. The Syrians fled, and
Israel pursued them. Ben Hadad the king
of Syria escaped on a horse with horsemen.
21The king of Israel went out and struck the
horses and chariots, and killed the Syrians
with a great slaughter. 22The prophet came
near to the king of Israel and said to him,
“Go, strengthen yourself, and plan what
you must do, for at the return of the year,
the king of Syria will come up against you.”

23The servants of the king of Syria said to
him, “Their god is a god of the hills; there-
fore they were stronger than we. But let’s
fight against them in the plain, and surely
we will be stronger than they. 24 Do this
thing: take the kings away, every man out
of his place, and put captains in their place.
25 Muster an army like the army that you
have lost, horse for horse and chariot for
chariot. We will fight against them in the
plain, and surely we will be stronger than
they are.”
He listened to their voice and did so. 26At

the return of the year, BenHadadmustered
the Syrians and went up to Aphek to fight
against Israel. 27 The children of Israel
were mustered and given provisions, and
went against them. The children of Israel
encamped before them like two little flocks
of young goats, but the Syrians filled the
country. 28 A man of God came near and
spoke to the king of Israel, and said, “The
LORD says, ‘Because the Syrians have said,
“The LORD is a god of the hills, but he is not
a god of the valleys,” therefore Iwill deliver
all this great multitude into your hand, and
you shall know that I am the LORD.’ ”

29Theyencampedopposite eachother for
seven days. Then on the seventh day the
battle was joined; and the children of Israel
killed one hundred thousand footmen of
the Syrians in one day. 30 But the rest fled
to Aphek, into the city; and the wall fell
on twenty-seven thousand men who were
left. Ben Hadad fled and came into the city,

into an inner room. 31His servants said to
him, “Seenow,wehaveheard that the kings
of the house of Israel are merciful kings.
Please let us put sackcloth on our bodies
and ropes on our heads, and go out to the
king of Israel. Maybe hewill save your life.”

32 So they put sackcloth on their bodies
and ropes on their heads, and came to the
king of Israel, and said, “Your servant Ben
Hadad says, ‘Please let me live.’ ”
He said, “Is he still alive? He is my

brother.”
33 Now the men observed diligently and

hurried to take this phrase; and they said,
“Your brother Ben Hadad.”
Then he said, “Go, bring him.”
Then Ben Hadad came out to him; and

he caused him to come up into the chariot.
34Ben Hadad said to him, “The cities which
my father took from your father I will re-
store. You shall make streets for yourself in
Damascus, as my father made in Samaria.”

“I”, said Ahab, “will let you go with this
covenant.” Sohemadea covenantwithhim
and let him go.

35 A certain man of the sons of the
prophets said to his fellow by the LORD’s
word, “Please strike me!”
Theman refused to strike him. 36Then he

said to him, “Because you have not obeyed
the LORD’s voice, behold, as soon as you
havedeparted fromme, a lionwill kill you.”
As soon as he had departed fromhim, a lion
found him and killed him.

37 Then he found another man, and said,
“Please strike me.”
The man struck him and wounded him.

38 So the prophet departed and waited for
the king by the way, and disguised himself
with his headband over his eyes. 39 As the
king passed by, he cried to the king, and he
said, “Your servantwent out into themiddle
of the battle; and behold, a man came over
and brought a man to me, and said, ‘Guard
this man! If by any means he is missing,
then your life shall be for his life, or else
you shall pay a talent* of silver.’ 40As your
servant was busy here and there, he was
gone.”
The king of Israel said to him, “So shall

your judgment be. You yourself have de-
cided it.”

41 He hurried, and took the headband
away from his eyes; and the king of Israel
recognized that hewas one of the prophets.
42He said to him, “The LORD says, ‘Because
you have let go out of your hand the man
whom I had devoted to destruction, there-
fore your life will take the place of his life,

* 20:39 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds
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and your people take the place of his peo-
ple.’ ”

43 The king of Israel went to his house
sullen and angry, and came to Samaria.

21
1After these things, Naboth the Jezreelite

hadavineyardwhichwas in Jezreel, next to
the palace of Ahab king of Samaria. 2Ahab
spoke to Naboth, saying, “Give me your
vineyard, that I may have it for a garden of
herbs, because it is near my house; and I
will give you for it a better vineyard than it.
Or, if it seems good to you, I will give you its
worth inmoney.”

3 Naboth said to Ahab, “May the LORD
forbidme, that I shouldgive the inheritance
of my fathers to you!”

4 Ahab came into his house sullen and
angry because of the word which Naboth
the Jezreelite had spoken to him, for he had
said, “I will not give you the inheritance of
my fathers.” He laid himself down on his
bed, and turned away his face, and would
eat no bread. 5But Jezebel his wife came to
him, and said to him, “Why is your spirit so
sad that you eat no bread?”

6 He said to her, “Because I spoke to
Naboth the Jezreelite, and said to him, ‘Give
me your vineyard for money; or else, if it
pleases you, I will give you another vine-
yard for it.’ Heanswered, ‘Iwill not giveyou
my vineyard.’ ”

7 Jezebelhiswife said tohim, “Doyounow
govern the kingdom of Israel? Arise, and
eat bread, and let your heart be merry. I
will give you the vineyard of Naboth the
Jezreelite.” 8 So she wrote letters in Ahab’s
name and sealed them with his seal, and
sent the letters to the elders and to the no-
bles who were in his city, who lived with
Naboth. 9 She wrote in the letters, saying,
“Proclaim a fast, and set Naboth on high
among the people. 10 Set two men, wicked
fellows, before him, and let them testify
against him, saying, ‘You cursed God and
the king!’ Then carry him out, and stone
him to death.”

11 The men of his city, even the elders
and the nobles who lived in his city, did as
Jezebel had instructed them in the letters
which she had written and sent to them.
12 They proclaimed a fast, and set Naboth
on high among the people. 13The two men,
the wicked fellows, came in and sat before
him. The wicked fellows testified against
him, even against Naboth, in the presence
of the people, saying, “Naboth cursed God
and the king!” Then they carried him out
of the city and stoned him to death with

stones. 14 Then they sent to Jezebel, saying,
“Naboth has been stoned and is dead.”

15 When Jezebel heard that Naboth had
been stoned and was dead, Jezebel said to
Ahab, “Arise, take possession of the vine-
yard of Naboth the Jezreelite, which he re-
fused to give you for money; for Naboth is
not alive, but dead.”

16 When Ahab heard that Naboth was
dead, Ahab rose up to go down to the vine-
yardofNaboth the Jezreelite, to takeposses-
sion of it.

17 The LORD’s word came to Elijah the
Tishbite, saying, 18 “Arise, go down to meet
Ahab king of Israel, who dwells in Samaria.
Behold, he is in the vineyard of Naboth,
where he has gone down to take possession
of it. 19 You shall speak to him, saying,
‘The LORD says, “Have you killed and also
taken possession?” ’ You shall speak to him,
saying, ‘The LORD says, “In the place where
dogs licked the blood of Naboth, dogs will
lick your blood, even yours.” ’ ”

20 Ahab said to Elijah, “Have you found
me, my enemy?”
He answered, “I have found you, because

you have sold yourself to do that which is
evil in the LORD’s sight. 21 Behold, I will
bring evil on you, and will utterly sweep
you away and will cut off from Ahab ev-
eryone who urinates against a wall,* and
him who is shut up and him who is left at
large in Israel. 22 I will make your house
like the house of Jeroboam the son ofNebat,
and like the house of Baasha the son of
Ahijah, for the provocation with which you
have provokedme to anger, and havemade
Israel to sin.” 23 The LORD also spoke of
Jezebel, saying, “The dogs will eat Jezebel
by the rampart of Jezreel. 24 The dogs will
eat he who dies of Ahab in the city; and the
birds of the sky will eat he who dies in the
field.”

25 But there was no one like Ahab, who
sold himself to do thatwhichwas evil in the
LORD’s sight, whom Jezebel his wife stirred
up. 26He did very abominably in following
idols, according to all that the Amorites did,
whom the LORD cast out before the chil-
dren of Israel.

27 When Ahab heard those words, he
tore his clothes, put sackcloth on his body,
fasted, lay in sackcloth, and went about
despondently.

28 The LORD’s word came to Elijah the
Tishbite, saying, 29 “See how Ahab humbles
himself before me? Because he humbles
himself before me, I will not bring the evil
in his days; but I will bring the evil on his
house in his son’s day.”

* 21:21 or, male
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22
1They continued three yearswithoutwar

between Syria and Israel. 2 In the third year,
Jehoshaphat the king of Judah came down
to the king of Israel. 3 The king of Israel
said to his servants, “Youknow that Ramoth
Gilead is ours, andwedonothing, and don’t
take it out of the hand of the king of Syria?”
4He said to Jehoshaphat, “Will you go with
me to battle to Ramoth Gilead?”
Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, “I

am as you are, my people as your people,
my horses as your horses.” 5 Jehoshaphat
said to the king of Israel, “Please inquire
first for the LORD’s word.”

6 Then the king of Israel gathered the
prophets together, about four hundred
men, and said to them, “Should I go against
Ramoth Gilead to battle, or should I re-
frain?”
They said, “Go up; for the Lord will de-

liver it into the hand of the king.”
7But Jehoshaphat said, “Isn’t there here a

prophet of the LORD, that we may inquire
of him?”

8 The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat,
“There is yet one man by whomwemay in-
quireof theLORD,Micaiah the sonof Imlah;
but I hate him, for he does not prophesy
good concerningme, but evil.”
Jehoshaphat said, “Don’t let the king say

so.”
9 Then the king of Israel called an officer,

and said, “Quickly get Micaiah the son of
Imlah.”

10Now the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat
the king of Judah were sitting each on
his throne, arrayed in their robes, in an
open place at the entrance of the gate of
Samaria; and all the prophets were proph-
esying before them. 11 Zedekiah the son
of Chenaanah made himself horns of iron,
and said, “The LORD says, ‘With these you
will push the Syrians, until they are con-
sumed.’ ” 12All the prophets prophesied so,
saying, “Go up to Ramoth Gilead and pros-
per; for the LORD will deliver it into the
hand of the king.”

13 The messenger who went to call Mi-
caiah spoke to him, saying, “See now, the
prophets declare good to the king with one
mouth. Please let your word be like the
word of one of them, and speak good.”

14Micaiah said, “As the LORD lives, what
the LORD says to me, that I will speak.”

15Whenhe had come to the king, the king
said tohim, “Micaiah, shallwego toRamoth
Gilead to battle, or shall we forbear?”
He answered him, “Go up and prosper;

and the LORD will deliver it into the hand
of the king.”

16The king said to him, “Howmany times
do I have to adjure you that you speak tome
nothing but the truth in the LORD’s name?”

17Hesaid, “I sawall Israel scatteredon the
mountains, as sheep thathaveno shepherd.
The LORD said, ‘These have no master. Let
them each return to his house in peace.’ ”

18 The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat,
“Didn’t I tell you thathewouldnotprophesy
good concerningme, but evil?”

19 Micaiah said, “Therefore hear the
LORD’s word. I saw the LORD sitting on
his throne, and all the army of heaven
standing by him on his right hand and on
his left. 20 The LORD said, ‘Who will entice
Ahab, that he may go up and fall at Ramoth
Gilead?’ One said one thing, and another
said another.

21A spirit came out and stood before the
LORD, and said, ‘I will entice him.’

22The LORD said to him, ‘How?’
He said, ‘I will go out and will be a lying

spirit in themouth of all his prophets.’
He said, ‘Youwill entice him, andwill also

prevail. Go out anddo so.’ 23Now therefore,
behold, the LORD has put a lying spirit in
the mouth of all these your prophets; and
the LORD has spoken evil concerning you.”

24 Then Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah
camenear and struckMicaiahon the cheek,
and said, “Which way did the LORD’s Spirit
go fromme to speak to you?”

25Micaiah said, “Behold, you will see on
that daywhen you go into an inner room to
hide yourself.”

26 The king of Israel said, “Take Micaiah,
and carry him back to Amon the governor
of the city and to Joash the king’s son. 27Say,
‘Theking says, “Put this fellow in theprison,
and feed him with bread of affliction and
with water of affliction, until I come in
peace.” ’ ”

28 Micaiah said, “If you return at all in
peace, the LORD has not spoken byme.” He
said, “Listen, all you people!”

29 So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat
the king of Judahwentup toRamothGilead.
30 The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “I
will disguise myself and go into the battle,
but you put on your robes.” The king of
Israel disguised himself and went into the
battle.

31Now the king of Syria had commanded
the thirty-two captains of his chariots, say-
ing, “Don’t fightwith small nor great, except
only with the king of Israel.”

32When the captains of the chariots saw
Jehoshaphat, they said, “Surely that is the
king of Israel!” and they came over to
fight against him. Jehoshaphat cried out.
33 When the captains of the chariots saw
that itwasnot thekingof Israel, they turned



1 Kings 22:34 291 1 Kings 22:53

back from pursuing him. 34 A certain man
drew his bow at random, and struck the
king of Israel between the joints of the ar-
mor. Therefore he said to the driver of his
chariot, “Turn around, and carry me out
of the battle, for I am severely wounded.”
35 The battle increased that day. The king
was propped up in his chariot facing the
Syrians, and died at evening. The blood
ran out of the wound into the bottom of the
chariot. 36A cry went throughout the army
about the going down of the sun, saying,
“Everyman to his city, and everyman to his
country!”

37 So the king died, and was brought
to Samaria; and they buried the king in
Samaria. 38 They washed the chariot by
the pool of Samaria; and the dogs licked
up his blood where the prostitutes washed
themselves, according to the LORD’s word
which he spoke.

39Now the rest of the acts of Ahab, and all
that he did, and the ivory house which he
built, and all the cities that he built, aren’t
theywritten in the book of the chronicles of
the kings of Israel? 40So Ahab slept with his
fathers; and Ahaziah his son reigned in his
place.

41 Jehoshaphat the son of Asa began to
reign over Judah in the fourth year of Ahab
king of Israel. 42 Jehoshaphat was thirty-
five years old when he began to reign; and
he reigned twenty-five years in Jerusalem.
His mother’s name was Azubah the daugh-
ter of Shilhi. 43He walked in all the way of
Asa his father. He didn’t turn away from
it, doing that which was right in the LORD’s
eyes. However, the high places were not
taken away. The people still sacrificed
and burned incense on the high places.
44 Jehoshaphat made peace with the king of
Israel.

45Now the rest of the acts of Jehoshaphat,
and his might that he showed, and how he
fought, aren’t they written in the book of
the chronicles of the kings of Judah? 46The
remnant of the sodomites, that remained in
the days of his father Asa, he put away out
of the land. 47 There was no king in Edom.
A deputy ruled. 48 Jehoshaphat made ships
of Tarshish to go to Ophir for gold, but they
didn’t go, for the ships wrecked at Ezion
Geber. 49 Then Ahaziah the son of Ahab
said to Jehoshaphat, “Let my servants go
with your servants in the ships.” But Je-
hoshaphat would not. 50 Jehoshaphat slept
with his fathers, and was buried with his
fathers in his father David’s city. Jehoram
his son reigned in his place.

51Ahaziah the son of Ahab began to reign
over Israel in Samaria in the seventeenth
year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and he

reigned two years over Israel. 52 He did
that which was evil in the LORD’s sight,
and walked in the way of his father, and
in the way of his mother, and in the way
of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, in which he
made Israel to sin. 53 He served Baal and
worshiped him, and provoked the LORD,
the God of Israel, to anger in all the ways
that his father had done so.
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The Second Book of Kings
1 Moab rebelled against Israel after the

death of Ahab.
2Ahaziah fell down through the lattice in

his upper room that was in Samaria, and
was sick. So he sent messengers, and said
to them, “Go, inquire of Baal Zebub, the
god of Ekron, whether I will recover of this
sickness.”

3 But the LORD’s* angel said to Elijah the
Tishbite, “Arise, go up to meet the mes-
sengers of the king of Samaria, and tell
them, ‘Is it because there is noGod† in Israel
that you go to inquire of Baal Zebub, the
god of Ekron? 4 Now therefore the LORD
says, “Youwill not come down from the bed
whereyouhavegoneup, butyouwill surely
die.” ’ ” Then Elijah departed.

5 The messengers returned to him, and
he said to them, “Why is it that you have
returned?”

6 They said to him, “A man came up to
meet us, and said to us, ‘Go, return to the
king who sent you, and tell him, “The LORD
says, ‘Is it because there is no God in Israel
that you send to inquire of Baal Zebub, the
god of Ekron? Therefore you will not come
down from the bed where you have gone
up, but you will surely die.’ ” ’ ”

7He said to them, “What kind ofmanwas
he who came up to meet you and told you
these words?”

8 They answered him, “He was a hairy
man, andwearing a leather belt around his
waist.”
He said, “It’s Elijah the Tishbite.”
9Then the king sent a captain of fiftywith

his fifty to him. He went up to him; and
behold,‡ hewas sitting on the top of the hill.
He said to him, “Man of God, the king has
said, ‘Come down!’ ”

10 Elijah answered to the captain of fifty,
“If I am a man of God, then let fire come
down from the sky and consume you and
your fifty!” Then fire came down from the
sky, and consumed him and his fifty.

11 Again he sent to him another captain
of fifty with his fifty. He answered him,
“Man of God, the king has said, ‘Come down
quickly!’ ”

12 Elijah answered them, “If I am a man
of God, then let fire come down from the
sky and consume you and your fifty!” Then
God’s fire came down from the sky, and
consumed him and his fifty.

13Again he sent the captain of a third fifty
with his fifty. The third captain of fiftywent
up, and came and fell on his knees before
Elijah, and begged him, and said to him,
“Man of God, please let my life and the life
of these fifty of your servants be precious in
your sight. 14Behold, fire came down from
the sky and consumed the last two captains
of fifty with their fifties. But now let my life
be precious in your sight.”

15 The LORD’s angel said to Elijah, “Go
downwith him. Don’t be afraid of him.”
Then he arose and went down with him

to the king. 16 He said to him, “The LORD
says, ‘Because you have sent messengers to
inquire of Baal Zebub, the god of Ekron, is it
because there is no God in Israel to inquire
of his word? Therefore you will not come
down from the bed where you have gone
up, but you will surely die.’ ”

17 So he died according to the LORD’s
wordwhichElijahhad spoken. Jehorambe-
gan to reign in his place in the second year
of Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat king of
Judah, because he had no son. 18 Now the
rest of the acts of Ahaziah which he did,
aren’t theywritten in the book of the chron-
icles of the kings of Israel?

2
1When the LORDwas about to take Elijah

up by a whirlwind into heaven, Elijah went
with Elisha from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to
Elisha, “Please wait here, for the LORD has
sent me as far as Bethel.”
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as

your soul lives, Iwill not leave you.” So they
went down to Bethel.

3 The sons of the prophets who were at
Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him,
“Do you know that the LORDwill take away
yourmaster from over you today?”
He said, “Yes, I know it. Hold your peace.”
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, please wait

here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.”
He said, “As the LORD lives, and as your

soul lives, I will not leave you.” So they
came to Jericho.

5 The sons of the prophets who were at
Jerichocamenear toElisha, andsaid tohim,
“Do you know that the LORDwill take away
yourmaster from over you today?”
He answered, “Yes, I know it. Hold your

peace.”
6Elijah said to him, “Please wait here, for

the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.”
He said, “As the LORD lives, and as your

soul lives, I will not leave you.” Then they
* 1:3 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”,
usually pronounced Yahweh). † 1:3 The Hebrew word rendered “God” is “” (Elohim). ‡ 1:9 “Behold”, from “”,
means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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both went on. 7 Fifty men of the sons of the
prophetswent and stood opposite themat a
distance; and they both stoodby the Jordan.
8Elijah tookhismantle, and rolled it up, and
struck the waters; and they were divided
here and there, so that they both went over
on dry ground. 9When they had gone over,
Elijah said to Elisha, “Askwhat I shall do for
you, before I am taken from you.”
Elisha said, “Please let a double portion of

your spirit be onme.”
10He said, “You have asked a hard thing.

If you see me when I am taken from you, it
will be so for you; but if not, it will not be
so.”

11 As they continued on and talked, be-
hold, a chariot of fire and horses of fire
separated them; and Elijah went up by a
whirlwind into heaven. 12Elisha saw it, and
he cried, “My father, my father, the chariots
of Israel and its horsemen!”
He saw him no more. Then he took hold

of his own clothes and tore them in two
pieces. 13 He also took up Elijah’s mantle
that fell fromhim, andwent back and stood
by thebankof the Jordan. 14He tookElijah’s
mantle that fell from him, and struck the
waters, and said, “Where is the LORD, the
God of Elijah?” Whenhe also had struck the
waters, theywere divided apart, and Elisha
went over.

15 When the sons of the prophets who
were at Jericho facing him saw him, they
said, “The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha.”
They came to meet him, and bowed them-
selves to the ground before him. 16 They
said to him, “See now, there are with your
servants fifty strong men. Please let them
go and seek your master. Perhaps the
LORD’s Spirit has takenhimup, andputhim
on somemountain or into some valley.”
He said, “Don’t send them.”
17 When they urged him until he was

ashamed, he said, “Send them.”
Therefore they sent fifty men; and they

searched for threedays, but didn’t findhim.
18 They came back to him while he stayed
at Jericho; and he said to them, “Didn’t I tell
you, ‘Don’t go’?”

19 The men of the city said to Elisha, “Be-
hold, please, the situation of this city is
pleasant, as my lord sees; but the water is
bad, and the land is barren.”

20 He said, “Bring me a new jar, and put
salt in it.” Then they brought it to him. 21He
went out to the spring of the waters, and
threw salt into it, and said, “The LORD says,
‘I have healed these waters. There shall not
be from there any more death or barren
wasteland.’ ” 22So thewaterswerehealed to
this day, according to Elisha’s word which
he spoke.

23Hewent up from there to Bethel. As he
was going up by theway, some youths came
out of the city and mocked him, and said to
him, “Go up, you baldy! Go up, you baldy!”
24He looked behind himand saw them, and
cursed them in the LORD’s name. Then two
female bears came out of the woods and
mauled forty-two of those youths. 25 He
went fromthere toMountCarmel, and from
there he returned to Samaria.

3
1 Now Jehoram the son of Ahab began

to reign over Israel in Samaria in the eigh-
teenth year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah,
and reigned twelve years. 2 He did that
which was evil in the LORD’s sight, but not
likehis father and likehismother, forheput
away the pillar of Baal that his father had
made. 3Nevertheless he held to the sins of
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, with which he
made Israel to sin. He didn’t depart from
them.

4 Now Mesha king of Moab was a sheep
breeder; and he supplied the king of Israel
with one hundred thousand lambs and the
wool of one hundred thousand rams. 5 But
when Ahab was dead, the king of Moab
rebelled against the king of Israel. 6King Je-
horamwentoutof Samariaat that time, and
mustered all Israel. 7 He went and sent to
Jehoshaphat the king of Judah, saying, “The
king of Moab has rebelled against me. Will
you go withme against Moab to battle?”
He said, “I will go up. I am as you are, my

people as your people, my horses as your
horses.” 8 Then he said, “Which way shall
we go up?”
Jehoram answered, “The way of the

wilderness of Edom.”
9 So the king of Israel went with the king

of Judah and the king of Edom, and they
marched for seven days along a circuitous
route. There was no water for the army or
for the animals that followed them. 10 The
king of Israel said, “Alas! For the LORD has
called these three kings together to deliver
them into the hand of Moab.”

11 But Jehoshaphat said, “Isn’t there a
prophet of the LORD here, that we may
inquire of the LORD by him?”
One of the king of Israel’s servants an-

swered, “Elisha the son of Shaphat, who
poured water on the hands of Elijah, is
here.”

12 Jehoshaphat said, “The LORD’s word
is with him.” So the king of Israel and Je-
hoshaphatand thekingofEdomwentdown
to him.

13 Elisha said to the king of Israel, “What
have I to do with you? Go to the prophets
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of your father, and to the prophets of your
mother.”
The king of Israel said to him, “No, for the

LORD has called these three kings together
to deliver them into the hand of Moab.”

14 Elisha said, “As the LORD of Armies
lives, before whom I stand, surely, were
it not that I respect the presence of Je-
hoshaphat the king of Judah, I would not
look toward you, nor see you. 15 But now
bring me a musician.” When the musician
played, theLORD’s hand cameonhim. 16He
said, “The LORD says, ‘Make this valley full
of trenches.’ 17 For the LORD says, ‘You will
not see wind, neither will you see rain, yet
that valleywill be filledwithwater, and you
will drink, both you and your livestock and
your other animals. 18This is an easy thing
in the LORD’s sight. He will also deliver the
Moabites into your hand. 19You shall strike
every fortified city and every choice city,
and shall fell every good tree, and stop all
springs of water, and mar every good piece
of land with stones.’ ”

20 In the morning, about the time of of-
fering the sacrifice, behold, water came by
theway of Edom, and the countrywas filled
with water.

21Now when all the Moabites heard that
the kings had comeup tofight against them,
they gathered themselves together, all who
were able to put on armor, young and old,
and stood on the border. 22 They rose up
early in the morning, and the sun shone on
the water, and the Moabites saw the water
opposite them as red as blood. 23 They
said, “This is blood. The kings are surely
destroyed, and they have struck each other.
Now therefore, Moab, to the plunder!”

24 When they came to the camp of Is-
rael, the Israelites rose up and struck the
Moabites, so that they fled before them;
and they went forward into the land at-
tacking the Moabites. 25 They beat down
the cities; and on every good piece of land
each man cast his stone, and filled it. They
also stopped all the springs ofwater and cut
down all the good trees, until in Kir Hare-
seth all they left was its stones; however
the men armed with slings went around it
and attacked it. 26When the king of Moab
saw that the battle was too severe for him,
he took with him seven hundred men who
drew a sword, to break through to the king
of Edom; but they could not. 27 Then he
took his oldest sonwhowould have reigned
in his place, and offered him for a burnt
offering on thewall. Therewas great wrath
against Israel; and they departed fromhim,
and returned to their own land.

4
1Nowacertainwomanof thewives of the

sons of the prophets cried out to Elisha, say-
ing, “Your servantmy husband is dead. You
know that your servant feared the LORD.
Now the creditor has come to take for him-
self my two children to be slaves.”

2 Elisha said to her, “What should I do
for you? Tell me, what do you have in the
house?”
She said, “Your servant has nothing in the

house, except a pot of oil.”
3 Then he said, “Go, borrow empty con-

tainers from all your neighbors. Don’t bor-
row just a few containers. 4Go in and shut
the door on you and on your sons, and pour
oil into all those containers; and set aside
those which are full.”

5So shewent fromhim, and shut the door
on herself and on her sons. They brought
the containers to her, and she poured oil.
6When the containers were full, she said to
her son, “Bringme another container.”
He said to her, “There isn’t another con-

tainer.” Then the oil stopped flowing.
7Then she came and told theman of God.

He said, “Go, sell the oil, and pay your debt;
and you and your sons live on the rest.”

8One day Elisha went to Shunem, where
there was a prominent woman; and she
persuaded him to eat bread. So it was, that
as often as he passed by, he turned in there
to eat bread. 9She said to her husband, “See
now, I perceive that this is a holy man of
Godwho passes by us continually. 10Please,
let’s make a little room on the roof. Let’s set
a bed, a table, a chair, and a lamp stand for
him there. Whenhecomes tous, he can stay
there.”

11 One day he came there, and he went
to the room and lay there. 12 He said to
Gehazi his servant, “Call this Shunammite.”
When he had called her, she stood before
him. 13 He said to him, “Say now to her,
‘Behold, you have cared for us with all this
care. What is to be done for you? Would
you like to be spoken for to the king, or to
the captain of the army?’ ”
She answered, “I dwell among my own

people.”
14 He said, “What then is to be done for

her?”
Gehazi answered, “Most certainly shehas

no son, and her husband is old.”
15He said, “Call her.” When he had called

her, she stood in the door. 16He said, “At this
season next year, you will embrace a son.”
She said, “No,my lord, youmanofGod, do

not lie to your servant.”
17 The woman conceived, and bore a son

at that season when the time came around,
as Elisha had said to her. 18 When the
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childwas grown, one day hewent out to his
father to the reapers. 19Hesaid tohis father,
“My head! My head!”
He said to his servant, “Carry him to his

mother.”
20 When he had taken him and brought

him to his mother, he sat on her knees until
noon, and thendied. 21Shewentupand laid
him on the man of God’s bed, and shut the
door on him, and went out. 22 She called
to her husband and said, “Please send me
one of the servants, and one of the donkeys,
that I may run to the man of God and come
again.”

23 He said, “Why would you want to go
to him today? It is not a new moon or a
Sabbath.”
She said, “It’s all right.”
24Then she saddled a donkey, and said to

her servant, “Drive, and go forward! Don’t
slow down for me, unless I ask you to.”

25 So she went, and came to the man of
God to Mount Carmel. When the man of
God saw her afar off, he said to Gehazi his
servant, “Behold, there is the Shunammite.
26 Please run now to meet her, and ask her,
‘Is it well with you? Is it well with your
husband? Is it well with your child?’ ”
She answered, “It is well.”
27 When she came to the man of God to

the hill, she caught hold of his feet. Gehazi
came near to thrust her away; but the man
of God said, “Leave her alone, for her soul
is troubled within her; and the LORD has
hidden it fromme, and has not told me.”

28 Then she said, “Did I ask you for a son,
my lord? Didn’t I say, ‘Do not deceive me’?”

29 Then he said to Gehazi, “Tuck your
cloak into your belt, take my staff in your
hand, and go your way. If you meet any
man, don’t greet him; and if anyone greets
you, don’t answer him again. Then lay my
staff on the child’s face.”

30 The child’s mother said, “As the LORD
lives, and as your soul lives, I will not leave
you.”
So he arose, and followed her.
31 Gehazi went ahead of them, and laid

the staff on the child’s face; but there was
no voice and no hearing. Therefore he
returned to meet him, and told him, “The
child has not awakened.”

32When Elisha had come into the house,
behold, the childwas dead, and lying on his
bed. 33He went in therefore, and shut the
door on themboth, andprayed to theLORD.
34He went up and lay on the child, and put
his mouth on his mouth, and his eyes on
his eyes, and his hands on his hands. He
stretched himself on him; and the child’s
flesh grew warm. 35Then he returned, and
walked in the house once back and forth,

then went up and stretched himself out on
him. Then the child sneezed seven times,
and the child opened his eyes. 36He called
Gehazi, and said, “Call this Shunammite!”
So he called her.
When she had come in to him, he said,

“Take up your son.”
37 Then she went in, fell at his feet, and

bowed herself to the ground; then she
picked up her son, and went out.

38Elisha came again to Gilgal. There was
a famine in the land; and the sons of the
prophets were sitting before him; and he
said to his servant, “Get the large pot, and
boil stew for the sons of the prophets.”

39 One went out into the field to gather
herbs, and found a wild vine, and gath-
ered a lap full of wild gourds from it, and
came and cut them up into the pot of stew;
for they didn’t recognize them. 40 So they
poured out for themen to eat. As theywere
eating some of the stew, they cried out and
said, “ManofGod, there is death in the pot!”
And they could not eat it.

41 But he said, “Then bring meal.” He
threw it into the pot; and he said, “Serve it
to the people, that theymay eat.” And there
was nothing harmful in the pot.

42A man from Baal Shalishah came, and
brought the man of God some bread of the
first fruits: twenty loaves of barley and
fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha said,
“Give to the people, that theymay eat.”

43 His servant said, “What, should I set
this before a hundredmen?”
But he said, “Give it to the people, that

they may eat; for the LORD says, ‘They will
eat, and will have some left over.’ ”

44 So he set it before them and they ate
and had some left over, according to the
LORD’s word.

5
1 Now Naaman, captain of the army of

the king of Syria, was a great man with his
master, and honorable, because by him the
LORD had given victory to Syria; he was
also a mighty man of valor, but he was a
leper. 2 The Syrians had gone out in bands,
and had brought away captive out of the
land of Israel a little girl, and she waited on
Naaman’s wife. 3 She said to her mistress,
“I wish that my lord were with the prophet
who is in Samaria! Then hewould heal him
of his leprosy.”

4 Someone went in and told his lord, say-
ing, “The girl who is from the land of Israel
said this.”

5 The king of Syria said, “Go now, and I
will send a letter to the king of Israel.”
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He departed, and took with him ten tal-
ents* of silver, six thousand pieces of gold,
and ten changes of clothing. 6 He brought
the letter to the king of Israel, saying, “Now
when this letter has come to you, behold, I
have sent Naaman my servant to you, that
youmay heal him of his leprosy.”

7 When the king of Israel had read the
letter, he tore his clothes and said, “Am I
God, to kill and tomake alive, that this man
sends to me to heal a man of his leprosy?
But please consider and see how he seeks a
quarrel against me.”

8 It was so, when Elisha the man of God
heard that the king of Israel had torn his
clothes, that he sent to the king, saying,
“Why have you torn your clothes? Let him
come now to me, and he shall know that
there is a prophet in Israel.”

9 So Naaman came with his horses and
with his chariots, and stood at the door of
the house of Elisha. 10 Elisha sent a mes-
senger to him, saying, “Go and wash in the
Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall
come again to you, and you shall be clean.”

11ButNaamanwas angry, andwent away
and said, “Behold, I thought, ‘He will surely
come out to me, and stand, and call on the
name of the LORD his God, and wave his
hand over the place, and heal the leper.’
12 Aren’t Abanah and Pharpar, the rivers
of Damascus, better than all the waters of
Israel? Couldn’t I wash in them and be
clean?” So he turned and went away in a
rage.

13 His servants came near and spoke to
him, and said, “My father, if the prophet
had asked you do some great thing,
wouldn’t you have done it? How much
rather then, when he says to you, ‘Wash,
and be clean’?”

14Thenwenthedownanddippedhimself
seven times in the Jordan, according to the
saying of the man of God; and his flesh was
restored like the flesh of a little child, and
he was clean. 15He returned to the man of
God, he and all his company, and came, and
stood before him; and he said, “See now, I
know that there is no God in all the earth,
but in Israel. Now therefore, please take a
gift from your servant.”

16 But he said, “As the LORD lives, before
whom I stand, I will receive none.”
He urged him to take it; but he refused.

17 Naaman said, “If not, then, please let
two mules’ load of earth be given to your
servant; for your servant will from now on
offer neither burnt offering nor sacrifice to
other gods, but to the LORD. 18 In this thing

may the LORD pardon your servant: when
my master goes into the house of Rimmon
to worship there, and he leans onmy hand,
and I bow myself in the house of Rimmon.
When Ibowmyself in thehouseofRimmon,
may the LORD pardon your servant in this
thing.”

19He said to him, “Go in peace.”
So he departed from him a little way.

20But Gehazi the servant of Elisha the man
of God, said, “Behold,mymaster has spared
this Naaman the Syrian, in not receiving at
his hands that which he brought. As the
LORD lives, I will run after him, and take
something from him.”

21 So Gehazi followed after Naaman.
When Naaman saw one running after him,
he came down from the chariot to meet
him, and said, “Is all well?”

22He said, “All iswell. Mymaster has sent
me, saying, ‘Behold, even now two young
men of the sons of the prophets have come
to me from the hill country of Ephraim.
Please give them a talent† of silver and two
changes of clothing.’ ”

23 Naaman said, “Be pleased to take two
talents.” He urged him, and bound two tal-
ents of silver in two bags, with two changes
of clothing, and laid them on two of his ser-
vants; and they carried them before him.
24 When he came to the hill, he took them
from their hand, and stored them in the
house. Then he let the men go, and they de-
parted. 25But he went in, and stood before
his master. Elisha said to him, “Where did
you come from, Gehazi?”
He said, “Your servant went nowhere.”
26 He said to him, “Didn’t my heart go

with you when the man turned from his
chariot to meet you? Is it a time to receive
money, and to receive garments, and olive
groves and vineyards, and sheep and cattle,
and male servants and female servants?
27 Therefore the leprosy of Naaman will
cling to you and to your offspring‡ forever.”
Hewent out from his presence a leper, as

white as snow.

6
1 The sons of the prophets said to Elisha,

“See now, the placewherewe live andmeet
with you is too small for us. 2 Please let us
go to the Jordan, and eachman take a beam
from there, and let’s make us a place there,
where wemay live.”
He answered, “Go!”
3 One said, “Please be pleased to go with

your servants.”
He answered, “I will go.” 4 So he went

with them. When they came to the Jordan,
* 5:5 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds † 5:22 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds ‡ 5:27 or,
seed
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they cut down wood. 5 But as one was
cutting downa tree, the ax head fell into the
water. Then he cried out and said, “Alas,my
master! For it was borrowed.”

6 The man of God asked, “Where did it
fall?” He showed him the place. He cut
down a stick, threw it in there, and made
the iron float. 7He said, “Take it.” So he put
out his hand and took it.

8Now the king of Syriawas atwar against
Israel; and he took counsel with his ser-
vants, saying, “My campwill be in such and
such a place.”

9ThemanofGod sent to the king of Israel,
saying, “Beware that younotpass thisplace,
for the Syrians are coming down there.”
10The king of Israel sent to the place which
the man of God told him and warned him
of; and he saved himself there, not once
or twice. 11 The king of Syria’s heart was
very troubled about this. He called his
servants, andsaid to them, “Won’t youshow
mewhich of us is for the king of Israel?”

12One of his servants said, “No, my lord,
O king; but Elisha, the prophet who is in
Israel, tells the king of Israel the words that
you speak in your bedroom.”

13He said, “Go and see where he is, that I
may send and get him.”
Hewas told, “Behold, he is in Dothan.”
14Therefore he sent horses, chariots, and

a great army there. They came by night and
surrounded the city. 15 When the servant
of the man of God had risen early and gone
out, behold, an army with horses and char-
iots was around the city. His servant said to
him, “Alas, mymaster! What shall we do?”

16 He answered, “Don’t be afraid, for
those who are with us are more than those
who are with them.” 17 Elisha prayed, and
said, “LORD, please open his eyes, that he
may see.” the LORD opened the young
man’s eyes, and he saw; and behold, the
mountain was full of horses and chariots
of fire around Elisha. 18 When they came
down to him, Elisha prayed to the LORD,
and said, “Please strike this people with
blindness.”
He struck themwith blindness according

to Elisha’s word.
19Elisha said to them, “This is not theway,

neither is this the city. Follow me, and I
will bring you to the man whom you seek.”
He led them to Samaria. 20 When they
had come into Samaria, Elisha said, “LORD,
open these men’s eyes, that theymay see.”
The LORD opened their eyes, and they

saw; and behold, theywere in themiddle of
Samaria.

21 The king of Israel said to Elisha, when
he saw them, “My father, shall I strike
them? Shall I strike them?”

22 He answered, “You shall not strike
them. Would you strike those whom you
have taken captive with your sword and
with your bow? Set bread andwater before
them, that they may eat and drink, then go
to their master.”

23 He prepared a great feast for them.
After theyateanddrank, he sent themaway
and they went to their master. So the bands
of Syria stopped raiding the land of Israel.

24After this, Benhadad king of Syria gath-
ered all his army, andwent up andbesieged
Samaria. 25 There was a great famine in
Samaria. Behold, they besieged it until a
donkey’s head was sold for eighty pieces
of silver, and the fourth part of a kab* of
dove’s dung for five pieces of silver. 26 As
thekingof Israelwaspassingbyon thewall,
a woman cried to him, saying, “Help, my
lord, O king!”

27He said, “If the LORD doesn’t help you,
where could I get help for you? From the
threshing floor, or from the wine press?”
28 Then the king asked her, “What is your
problem?”
She answered, “This woman said to me,

‘Give your son, that we may eat him today,
and we will eat my son tomorrow.’ 29 So we
boiledmy son and ate him; and I said to her
on the next day, ‘Give up your son, that we
may eat him;’ and she has hidden her son.”

30 When the king heard the words of
the woman, he tore his clothes. Now he
was passing by on the wall, and the peo-
ple looked, and behold, he had sackcloth
underneath on his body. 31 Then he said,
“God do so tome, andmore also, if the head
of Elisha the son of Shaphat stays on him
today.”

32But Elisha was sitting in his house, and
the elders were sitting with him. Then
the king sent a man from before him; but
before the messenger came to him, he said
to the elders, “Do you see how this son of a
murderer has sent to take away my head?
Behold, when the messenger comes, shut
the door, and hold the door shut against
him. Isn’t the sound of his master’s feet
behind him?”

33 While he was still talking with them,
behold, the messenger came down to him.
Then he said, “Behold, this evil is from the
LORD. Why should I wait for the LORD any
longer?”

* 6:25 A kabwas about 2 liters, so a fourth of a kab would be about 500milliliters or about a pint
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7
1Elisha said, “Hear the LORD’s word. The

LORD says, ‘Tomorrow about this time a
seah* of fine flour will be sold for a shekel,†
and two seahs of barley for a shekel, in the
gate of Samaria.’ ”

2 Then the captain on whose hand the
king leaned answered the man of God, and
said, “Behold, if theLORDmadewindows in
heaven, could this thing be?”
He said, “Behold, youwill see it with your

eyes, but will not eat of it.”
3 Now there were four leprous men at

the entrance of the gate. They said to one
another, “Why do we sit here until we die?
4 If we say, ‘Wewill enter into the city,’ then
the famine is in the city, and we will die
there. If we sit still here, we also die. Now
therefore come, and let’s surrender to the
armyof theSyrians. If they saveusalive,we
will live; and if theykill us,wewill onlydie.”

5 They rose up in the twilight to go to the
camp of the Syrians. When they had come
to the outermost part of the camp of the
Syrians, behold, nomanwas there. 6For the
Lord‡ had made the army of the Syrians to
hear the sound of chariots and the sound of
horses, even the noise of a great army; and
they said to one another, “Behold, the king
of Israel has hired against us the kings of
the Hittites and the kings of the Egyptians
to attack us.” 7 Therefore they arose and
fled in the twilight, and left their tents, their
horses, and their donkeys, even the camp
as it was, and fled for their life. 8 When
these lepers came to the outermost part of
the camp, they went into one tent, and ate
and drank, then carried away silver, gold,
and clothing and went and hid it. Then
they came back, and entered into another
tent and carried things from there also, and
went and hid them. 9Then they said to one
another, “We aren’t doing right. Today is a
day of good news, and we keep silent. If we
wait until the morning light, punishment
will overtake us. Now therefore come, let’s
go and tell the king’s household.”

10So they came and called to the city gate-
keepers; and they told them, “We came to
the camp of the Syrians, and, behold, there
was no man there, not even a man’s voice,
but the horses tied, and the donkeys tied,
and the tents as they were.”

11 Then the gatekeepers called out and
told it to the king’s household within.

12The king arose in the night, and said to
his servants, “I will now show youwhat the
Syrians have done to us. They know thatwe
are hungry. Therefore they have gone out
of the camp to hide themselves in the field,
saying, ‘When they come out of the city, we
shall take themalive, and get into the city.’ ”

13 One of his servants answered, “Please
let some people take five of the horses that
remain, which are left in the city. Behold,
they are like all the multitude of Israel who
are left in it. Behold, they are like all the
multitudeof Israelwhoareconsumed. Let’s
send and see.”

14 Therefore they took two chariots with
horses; and the king sent them out to the
Syrian army, saying, “Go and see.”

15Theywentafter themto the Jordan; and
behold, all the path was full of garments
and equipment which the Syrians had cast
away in their haste. The messengers re-
turnedand told theking. 16Thepeoplewent
out and plundered the camp of the Syrians.
So a seah§offineflourwas sold for a shekel,
and two measures of barley for a shekel,*
according to the LORD’s word. 17 The king
had appointed the captain on whose hand
he leaned to be in charge of the gate; and
the people trampled over him in the gate,
and he died as the man of God had said,
who spoke when the king came down to
him. 18 It happened as the man of God had
spoken to the king, saying, “Two seahs† of
barley for a shekel,‡ and a seah of fine flour
for a shekel, shall be tomorrow about this
time in the gate of Samaria;” 19 and that
captain answered theman of God, and said,
“Now, behold, if the LORD made windows
in heaven, might such a thing be?” and he
said, “Behold, youwill see it with your eyes,
butwill not eat of it.” 20 It happened like that
to him, for the people trampled over him in
the gate, and he died.

8
1 Now Elisha had spoken to the woman

whose son he had restored to life, saying,
“Arise, andgo, youandyourhousehold, and
stay for a while wherever you can; for the
LORD has called for a famine. It will also
come on the land for seven years.”

2 The woman arose, and did according
to the man of God’s word. She went with
her household, and lived in the land of the
Philistines for seven years. 3 At the end of

* 7:1 1 seah is about 7 liters or 1.9 gallons or 0.8 pecks † 7:1 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. In this

context, it was probably a silver coinweighing thatmuch. ‡ 7:6 Theword translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” § 7:16 1

seah is about 7 liters or 1.9 gallons or 0.8 pecks * 7:16 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. In this context,
it was probably a silver coin weighing that much. † 7:18 1 seah is about 7 liters or 1.9 gallons or 0.8 pecks ‡ 7:18
A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. In this context, it was probably a silver coin weighing that much.
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seven years, the woman returned from the
land of the Philistines. Then shewent out to
beg the king for her house and for her land.
4Now the king was talking with Gehazi the
servant of the man of God, saying, “Please
tell me all the great things that Elisha has
done.” 5 As he was telling the king how he
had restored to life him who was dead, be-
hold, thewomanwhose sonhehadrestored
to life begged the king for her house and for
her land. Gehazi said, “My lord, O king, this
is the woman, and this is her son, whom
Elisha restored to life.”

6 When the king asked the woman, she
told him. So the king appointed to her a
certain officer, saying, “Restore all that was
hers, and all the fruits of the field since the
day that she left the land, even until now.”

7 Elisha came to Damascus; and Ben-
hadad the king of Syria was sick. He was
told, “Theman of God has come here.”

8The king said to Hazael, “Take a present
in your hand, and go meet the man of God,
and inquire of the LORD by him, saying,
‘Will I recover from this sickness?’ ”

9 So Hazael went to meet him and took
a present with him, even of every good
thing of Damascus, forty camels’ burden,
and came and stood before him and said,
“Your son Benhadad king of Syria has sent
me to you, saying, ‘Will I recover from this
sickness?’ ”

10 Elisha said to him, “Go, tell him, ‘You
will surely recover;’ however the LORD has
shown me that he will surely die.” 11 He
settled his gaze steadfastly on him, until he
was ashamed. Then theman of God wept.

12 Hazael said, “Why do you weep, my
lord?”
He answered, “Because I know the evil

that youwill do to the childrenof Israel. You
will set their strongholds on fire, and you
will kill their young men with the sword,
and will dash their little ones in pieces, and
rip up their pregnant women.”

13Hazael said, “But what is your servant,
who is but a dog, that he could do this great
thing?”
Elisha answered, “The LORD has shown

me that you will be king over Syria.”
14 Then he departed from Elisha, and

came to his master, who said to him, “What
did Elisha say to you?”
Heanswered, “He toldme that youwould

surely recover.”
15 On the next day, he took a thick cloth,

dipped it in water, and spread it on the
king’s face, so that he died. Then Hazael
reigned in his place.

16 In the fifth year of Joram the son
of Ahab king of Israel, Jehoshaphat being

king of Judah then, Jehoram the son of Je-
hoshaphat king of Judah began to reign.
17 He was thirty-two years old when he
began to reign. He reigned eight years
in Jerusalem. 18 He walked in the way of
the kings of Israel, as did Ahab’s house,
for he married Ahab’s daughter. He did
that which was evil in the LORD’s sight.
19 However, the LORD would not destroy
Judah, for David his servant’s sake, as he
promised him to give to him a lamp for his
children always.

20 In his days Edom revolted from under
the hand of Judah, and made a king over
themselves. 21 Then Joram crossed over to
Zair, and all his chariots with him; and he
rose up by night and struck the Edomites
who surrounded him with the captains of
the chariots; and the people fled to their
tents. 22 So Edom revolted from under the
hand of Judah to this day. Then Libnah
revolted at the same time. 23 The rest of
the acts of Joram, and all that he did, aren’t
theywritten in the book of the chronicles of
the kings of Judah? 24 Joram slept with his
fathers, and was buried with his fathers in
David’s city; andAhaziah his son reigned in
his place.

25 In the twelfth year of Joram the son
of Ahab king of Israel, Ahaziah the son
of Jehoram king of Judah began to reign.
26Ahaziah was twenty-two years old when
he began to reign; and he reigned one
year in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was
Athaliah the daughter of Omri king of Is-
rael. 27 He walked in the way of Ahab’s
house and did that which was evil in the
LORD’s sight, as did Ahab’s house, for he
was the son-in-law of Ahab’s house.

28He went with Joram the son of Ahab to
war against Hazael king of Syria at Ramoth
Gilead, and the Syrians wounded Joram.
29 King Joram returned to be healed in
Jezreel from the wounds which the Syrians
had given him at Ramah, when he fought
against Hazael king of Syria. Ahaziah the
son of Jehoram, king of Judah, went down
to see Joram the son of Ahab in Jezreel,
because he was sick.

9
1 Elisha the prophet called one of the

sons of the prophets, and said to him, “Put
your belt on your waist, take this vial of
oil in your hand, and go to Ramoth Gilead.
2 When you come there, find Jehu the son
of Jehoshaphat the son of Nimshi, and go
in and make him rise up from among his
brothers, and take him to an inner room.
3 Then take the vial of oil, and pour it on
his head, and say, ‘The LORD says, “I have
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anointed you king over Israel.” ’ Then open
the door, flee, and don’t wait.”

4 So the young man, the young prophet,
went to Ramoth Gilead. 5 When he came,
behold, the captains of the army were sit-
ting. Then he said, “I have a message for
you, captain.”
Jehu said, “To which one of us?”
He said, “To you, O captain.” 6 He

arose, and went into the house. Then he
poured the oil on his head, and said to
him, “The LORD, the God of Israel, says,
‘I have anointed you king over the peo-
ple of the LORD, even over Israel. 7 You
must strike your master Ahab’s house, that
I may avenge the blood of my servants the
prophets, and the blood of all the servants
of the LORD, at the hand of Jezebel. 8 For
the whole house of Ahab will perish. I will
cut off from Ahab everyone who urinates
against a wall,* both him who is shut up
and him who is left at large in Israel. 9 I
will make Ahab’s house like the house of
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like the
house of Baasha the son of Ahijah. 10 The
dogs will eat Jezebel on the plot of ground
of Jezreel, and there shall be no one to bury
her.’ ” Then he opened the door and fled.

11When Jehu came out to the servants of
his lord and one said to him, “Is all well?
Why did this madman come to you?”
He said to them, “You know the man and

how he talks.”
12They said, “That is a lie. Tell us now.”
He said, “He said to me, ‘The LORD says, I

have anointed you king over Israel.’ ”
13 Then they hurried, and each man took

his cloak, and put it under him on the top
of the stairs, and blew the trumpet, saying,
“Jehu is king.”

14 So Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat the son
of Nimshi conspired against Joram. (Now
Joram was defending Ramoth Gilead, he
and all Israel, because of Hazael king of
Syria; 15but King Joram had returned to be
healed in Jezreel of the wounds which the
Syrians had given himwhenhe foughtwith
Hazael king of Syria.) Jehu said, “If this is
your thinking, then let no one escape and
go out of the city to go to tell it in Jezreel.”
16 So Jehu rode in a chariot and went to
Jezreel, for Joram lay there. Ahaziah king of
Judah had come down to see Joram. 17Now
thewatchmanwas standing on the tower in
Jezreel, andhe spied the companyof Jehuas
he came, and said, “I see a company.”
Joram said, “Take a horseman, and send

tomeet them, and let him say, ‘Is it peace?’ ”
18So onewent on horseback tomeet him,

and said, “the king says, ‘Is it peace?’ ”

Jehu said, “What do you have to do with
peace? Fall in behindme!”
The watchman said, “The messenger

came to them, but he isn’t coming back.”
19 Then he sent out a second on horse-

back, who came to themand said, “The king
says, ‘Is it peace?’ ”
Jehu answered, “What do you have to do

with peace? Fall in behindme!”
20The watchman said, “He came to them,

and isn’t coming back. The driving is like
the driving of Jehu the son of Nimshi, for he
drives furiously.”

21 Joram said, “Get ready!”
They got his chariot ready. Then Joram

king of Israel and Ahaziah king of Judah
went out, each in his chariot; and theywent
out to meet Jehu, and found him on Naboth
the Jezreelite’s land. 22 When Joram saw
Jehu, he said, “Is it peace, Jehu?”
He answered, “What peace, so long as the

prostitution of yourmother Jezebel andher
witchcraft abound?”

23 Joram turned his hands and fled, and
said to Ahaziah, “This is treason, Ahaziah!”

24 Jehu drew his bow with his full
strength, and struck Joram between his
arms; and the arrow went out at his heart,
and he sunk down in his chariot. 25 Then
Jehu said to Bidkar his captain, “Pick him
up, and throw him in the plot of the field of
Naboth the Jezreelite; for remember how,
whenyouand I rode togetherafterAhabhis
father, the LORD laid this burden on him:
26 ‘Surely I have seen yesterday the blood
of Naboth, and the blood of his sons,’ says
the LORD; ‘and I will repay you in this plot
of ground,’ says the LORD. Now therefore
take and cast him onto the plot of ground,
according to the LORD’s word.”

27 But when Ahaziah the king of Judah
saw this, he fled by the way of the gar-
den house. Jehu followed after him, and
said, “Strike him also in the chariot!” They
struck him at the ascent of Gur, which is by
Ibleam. He fled toMegiddo, and died there.
28 His servants carried him in a chariot to
Jerusalem, and buried him in his tombwith
his fathers in David’s city. 29 In the eleventh
year of Joram the son of Ahab, Ahaziah
began to reign over Judah.

30When Jehuhad come to Jezreel, Jezebel
heard of it; and she painted her eyes, and
adorned her head, and looked out at the
window. 31 As Jehu entered in at the gate,
she said, “Do you come in peace, Zimri, you
murderer of yourmaster?”

32He lifted up his face to thewindow, and
said, “Who is onmy side? Who?”
Two or three eunuchs looked out at him.

* 9:8 or, male
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33He said, “Throw her down!”
So they threw her down; and some of her

blood was sprinkled on the wall, and on
the horses. Then he trampled her under
foot. 34 When he had come in, he ate and
drank. Thenhe said, “Seenowto this cursed
woman, and bury her; for she is a king’s
daughter.”

35 They went to bury her, but they found
no more of her than the skull, the feet, and
the palms of her hands. 36 Therefore they
came back, and told him.
He said, “This is the LORD’s word, which

he spoke by his servant Elijah the Tishbite,
saying, ‘Thedogswill eat theflesh of Jezebel
on the plot of Jezreel, 37 and the body of
Jezebel will be as dung on the surface of
the field on Jezreel’s land, so that theywon’t
say, “This is Jezebel.” ’ ”

10
1NowAhab had seventy sons in Samaria.

Jehu wrote letters and sent them to
Samaria, to the rulers of Jezreel, even the
elders, and to those who brought up Ahab’s
sons, saying, 2 “Now as soon as this letter
comes to you, since your master’s sons are
withyou, andyouhave chariots andhorses,
a fortified city also, and armor, 3 select the
best and fittest of your master’s sons, set
him on his father’s throne, and fight for
yourmaster’s house.”

4 But they were exceedingly afraid, and
said, “Behold, the two kings didn’t stand
before him! How then shall we stand?”
5 He who was over the household, and he
who was over the city, the elders also, and
those who raised the children, sent to Jehu,
saying, “We are your servants, and will do
all that you ask us. We will not make any
manking. You do thatwhich is good in your
eyes.”

6 Then he wrote a letter the second time
to them, saying, “If you are on my side, and
if youwill listen tomy voice, take the heads
of themenwho are yourmaster’s sons, and
come to me to Jezreel by tomorrow this
time.”
Now the king’s sons, being seventy per-

sons, were with the great men of the city,
who brought them up. 7 When the letter
came to them, they took the king’s sons and
killed them, even seventy people, and put
their heads inbaskets, and sent them tohim
to Jezreel. 8Amessenger cameand toldhim,
“They have brought the heads of the king’s
sons.”
He said, “Lay them in two heaps at the

entrance of the gate until themorning.” 9 In
the morning, he went out and stood, and
said to all the people, “You are righteous.
Behold, I conspired against my master and

killedhim, butwhokilledall these? 10Know
now that nothing will fall to the earth of
the LORD’s word, which the LORD spoke
concerningAhab’s house. For the LORDhas
done that which he spoke by his servant
Elijah.”

11 So Jehu struck all that remained of
Ahab’s house in Jezreel, with all his great
men, his familiar friends, and his priests,
until he left him no one remaining.

12 He arose and departed, and went to
Samaria. As hewas at the shearing house of
the shepherds on the way, 13 Jehu met with
the brothers of Ahaziah king of Judah, and
said, “Who are you?”
They answered, “We are the brothers of

Ahaziah. We are going down to greet the
children of the king and the children of the
queen.”

14He said, “Take them alive!”
They took them alive, and killed them at

thepit of the shearinghouse, even forty-two
men. He didn’t leave any of them.

15When he had departed from there, he
met Jehonadab the son of Rechab coming to
meet him. He greeted him, and said to him,
“Is yourheart right, asmyheart iswithyour
heart?”
Jehonadab answered, “It is.”
“If it is, give me your hand.” He gave him

his hand; and he took him up to him into
the chariot. 16He said, “Come with me, and
see my zeal for the LORD.” So they made
him ride in his chariot. 17 When he came
to Samaria, he struck all who remained to
Ahab in Samaria, until he had destroyed
them, according to the LORD’s word which
he spoke to Elijah.

18 Jehu gathered all the people together,
and said to them, “Ahab served Baal a little,
but Jehuwill servehimmuch. 19Now there-
fore call to me all the prophets of Baal, all
of his worshipers, and all of his priests. Let
no one be absent, for I have a great sacrifice
to Baal. Whoever is absent, he shall not
live.” But Jehu did deceptively, intending to
destroy the worshipers of Baal.

20 Jehu said, “Sanctify a solemn assembly
for Baal!”
So they proclaimed it. 21 Jehu sent

through all Israel; and all the worshipers
of Baal came, so that there was not a man
left that didn’t come. They came into the
house of Baal; and the house of Baal was
filled from one end to another. 22 He said
to him who kept the wardrobe, “Bring out
robes for all the worshipers of Baal!”
So he brought robes out to them. 23 Jehu

went with Jehonadab the son of Rechab
into the house of Baal. Then he said to the
worshipers of Baal, “Search, and see that
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none of the servants of the LORD are here
with you, but only the worshipers of Baal.”

24 So they went in to offer sacrifices and
burnt offerings. Now Jehu had appointed
for himself eighty men outside, and said,
“If any of the men whom I bring into your
hands escape, he who lets him go, his life
shall be for the life of him.”

25As soon as he had finished offering the
burnt offering, Jehu said to the guard and
to the captains, “Go in and kill them! Let
no one escape.” So they struck them with
the edge of the sword. The guard and the
captains threw the bodies out, and went
to the inner shrine of the house of Baal.
26 They brought out the pillars that were in
the house of Baal and burned them. 27They
broke down the pillar of Baal, and broke
down the house of Baal, and made it a la-
trine, to this day. 28 Thus Jehu destroyed
Baal out of Israel.

29 However, Jehu didn’t depart from the
sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, with
which he made Israel to sin—the golden
calves that were in Bethel and that were in
Dan. 30TheLORDsaid to Jehu, “Because you
have done well in executing that which is
right in my eyes, and have done to Ahab’s
house according to all that was inmy heart,
your descendants shall sit on the throne of
Israel to the fourth generation.”

31 But Jehu took no heed to walk in the
law of the LORD, the God of Israel, with all
his heart. He didn’t depart from the sins of
Jeroboam,withwhichhemade Israel to sin.

32 In those days the LORD began to cut
away parts of Israel; and Hazael struck
them in all the borders of Israel 33 from the
Jordan eastward, all the land of Gilead, the
Gadites, and the Reubenites, and the Man-
assites, fromAroer, which is by the valley of
the Arnon, even Gilead and Bashan. 34Now
the rest of the acts of Jehu, and all that he
did, and all his might, aren’t they written
in the book of the chronicles of the kings of
Israel? 35 Jehu slept with his fathers; and
they buried him in Samaria. Jehoahaz his
son reigned in his place. 36 The time that
Jehu reigned over Israel in Samaria was
twenty-eight years.

11
1 Now when Athaliah the mother of

Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she
arose and destroyed all the royal offspring.
2 But Jehosheba, the daughter of King Jo-
ram, sister of Ahaziah, took Joash the son of
Ahaziah, and stole him away from among
the king’s sons who were slain, even him
and his nurse, and put them in the bed-
room; and they hid him from Athaliah, so
that he was not slain. 3 He was with her

hidden in the LORD’s house six years while
Athaliah reigned over the land.

4 In the seventh year Jehoiada sent and
fetched the captains over hundreds of the
Carites and of the guard, and brought them
to him into the LORD’s house; and he made
acovenantwith them, andmadeacovenant
with them in theLORD’s house, and showed
them theking’s son. 5Hecommanded them,
saying, “This is what you must do: a third
of you, who come in on the Sabbath, shall
be keepers of the watch of the king’s house;
6 a third of you shall be at the gate Sur; and
a third of you at the gate behind the guard.
So you shall keep the watch of the house,
and be a barrier. 7 The two companies of
you, even all who go out on the Sabbath,
shall keep the watch of the LORD’s house
around the king. 8 You shall surround the
king, every man with his weapons in his
hand; and he who comes within the ranks,
let him be slain. Be with the king when he
goes out, and when he comes in.”

9The captains over hundreds did accord-
ing to all that Jehoiada the priest com-
manded; and they each took his men, those
who were to come in on the Sabbath with
those who were to go out on the Sabbath,
and came to Jehoiada the priest. 10 The
priest delivered to the captains over hun-
dreds the spears and shields that had been
King David’s, which were in the LORD’s
house. 11 The guard stood, every man with
hisweapons in his hand, from the right side
of the house to the left side of the house,
along by the altar and the house, around
the king. 12 Then he brought out the king’s
son, and put the crown on him, and gave
him the covenant; and they made him king
and anointed him; and they clapped their
hands, and said, “Long live the king!”

13When Athaliah heard the noise of the
guard and of the people, she came to the
people into the LORD’s house; 14 and she
looked, and behold, the king stood by the
pillar, as the tradition was, with the cap-
tains and the trumpets by the king; and all
the people of the land rejoiced, and blew
trumpets. Then Athaliah tore her clothes
and cried, “Treason! Treason!”

15 Jehoiada the priest commanded the
captains of hundreds who were set over
the army, and said to them, “Bring her out
between the ranks. Kill anyonewho follows
her with the sword.” For the priest said,
“Don’t let her be slain in the LORD’s house.”
16 So they seized her; and she went by the
way of the horses’ entry to the king’s house,
and she was slain there.

17 Jehoiadamade a covenant between the
LORDand theking and thepeople, that they
should be the LORD’s people; also between
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the king and the people. 18 All the people
of the land went to the house of Baal, and
broke it down. They broke his altars and
his images in pieces thoroughly, and killed
Mattan the priest of Baal before the al-
tars. The priest appointed officers over the
LORD’s house. 19He took the captains over
hundreds, and the Carites, and the guard,
and all the people of the land; and they
brought down the king from the LORD’s
house, and came by the way of the gate of
the guard to the king’s house. He sat on the
throne of the kings. 20 So all the people of
the land rejoiced, and the city was quiet.
They had slain Athaliah with the sword at
the king’s house.

21 Jehoash was seven years old when he
began to reign.

12
1 Jehoash began to reign in the seventh

year of Jehu, and he reigned forty years
in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was
Zibiah of Beersheba. 2 Jehoash did that
which was right in the LORD’s eyes all his
days inwhich Jehoiada thepriest instructed
him. 3 However, the high places were not
taken away. The people still sacrificed and
burned incense in the high places.

4 Jehoash said to the priests, “All the
money of the holy things that is brought
into the LORD’s house, in current money,
the money of the people for whom each
man is evaluated,✡ and all the money that
it comes into any man’s heart to bring into
the LORD’s house, 5 let the priests take it
to them, each man from his donor; and
they shall repair the damage to the house,
wherever any damage is found.”

6 But it was so, that in the twenty-third
year of King Jehoash the priests had not
repaired the damage to the house. 7 Then
King Jehoash called for Jehoiada the priest,
and for the other priests, and said to them,
“Why aren’t you repairing the damage to
the house? Now therefore take no more
money from your treasurers, but deliver it
for repair of the damage to the house.”

8 The priests consented that they should
take no more money from the people, and
not repair the damage to the house. 9 But
Jehoiada the priest took a chest and bored a
hole in its lid, and set it beside the altar, on
the right side as one comes into the LORD’s
house; and the priests who kept the thresh-
old put all themoney that was brought into
the LORD’s house into it. 10When they saw
that there was much money in the chest,
the king’s scribe and the high priest came
up, and they put it in bags and counted the
money that was found in the LORD’s house.

11 They gave the money that was weighed
out into the hands of those who did the
work, who had the oversight of the LORD’s
house; and theypaid it out to the carpenters
and thebuilderswhoworkedon theLORD’s
house, 12 and to the masons and the stone
cutters, and forbuying timberandcut stone
to repair the damage to the LORD’s house,
and for all that was laid out for the house
to repair it. 13But there were not made for
the LORD’s house cups of silver, snuffers,
basins, trumpets, any vessels of gold or ves-
sels of silver, of themoney thatwas brought
into the LORD’s house; 14 for they gave that
to those who did the work, and repaired
the LORD’s house with it. 15Moreover they
didn’t demand an accounting from themen
into whose hand they delivered the money
to give to those who did the work; for they
dealt faithfully. 16 The money for the tres-
pass offerings and the money for the sin
offerings was not brought into the LORD’s
house. It was the priests’.

17Then Hazael king of Syria went up and
fought against Gath, and took it; andHazael
set his face to go up to Jerusalem. 18 Jehoash
king of Judah took all the holy things that
Jehoshaphat and Jehoram and Ahaziah, his
fathers, kings of Judah, had dedicated, and
his own holy things, and all the gold that
was found in the treasures of the LORD’s
house, and of the king’s house, and sent it
to Hazael king of Syria; and he went away
from Jerusalem.

19 Now the rest of the acts of Joash, and
all that he did, aren’t they written in the
bookof the chronicles of the kings of Judah?
20 His servants arose and made a conspir-
acy, and struck Joash at the house of Millo,
on the way that goes down to Silla. 21 For
Jozacar the son of Shimeath, and Jehozabad
the son of Shomer, his servants, struck him,
and he died; and they buried him with his
fathers in David’s city; andAmaziah his son
reigned in his place.

13
1 In the twenty-third year of Joash the

son of Ahaziah, king of Judah, Jehoahaz the
son of Jehu began to reign over Israel in
Samaria for seventeen years. 2He did that
which was evil in the LORD’s sight, and fol-
lowed the sinsof Jeroboamthe sonofNebat,
with which he made Israel to sin. He didn’t
depart from it. 3 The LORD’s anger burned
against Israel, and he delivered them into
the hand of Hazael king of Syria, and into
the hand of Benhadad the son of Hazael,
continually. 4 Jehoahaz begged the LORD,
and the LORD listened to him; for he saw
the oppression of Israel, how the king of

✡ 12:4 Exodus 30:12
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Syria oppressed them. 5 (The LORD gave
Israel a savior, so that they went out from
under the hand of the Syrians; and the chil-
dren of Israel lived in their tents as before.
6 Nevertheless they didn’t depart from the
sins of the house of Jeroboam, with which
he made Israel to sin, but walked in them;
and theAsherahalso remained inSamaria.)
7 For he didn’t leave to Jehoahaz of the
people any more than fifty horsemen, and
ten chariots, and ten thousand footmen; for
the king of Syria destroyed them and made
them like the dust in threshing. 8Now the
rest of the acts of Jehoahaz, and all that he
did, andhismight, aren’t theywritten in the
book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?
9 Jehoahaz slept with his fathers; and they
buried him in Samaria; and Joash his son
reigned in his place.

10 In the thirty-seventh year of Joash king
of Judah, Jehoash the sonof Jehoahazbegan
to reign over Israel in Samaria for sixteen
years. 11 He did that which was evil in
the LORD’s sight. He didn’t depart from
all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat,
with which he made Israel to sin; but he
walked in them. 12Now the rest of the acts
of Joash, and all that he did, and his might
withwhich he fought against Amaziah king
of Judah, aren’t they written in the book of
the chronicles of thekingsof Israel? 13 Joash
slept with his fathers; and Jeroboam sat on
his throne. Joash was buried in Samaria
with the kings of Israel.

14NowElishabecame sickwith the illness
of which he died; and Joash the king of
Israel came down to him, and wept over
him, and said, “My father, my father, the
chariots of Israel and its horsemen!”

15 Elisha said to him, “Take bow and ar-
rows;” and he took bow and arrows for
himself. 16 He said to the king of Israel,
“Put your hand on the bow;” and he put
his hand on it. Elisha laid his hands on the
king’s hands. 17He said, “Open the window
eastward;” and he opened it. Then Elisha
said, “Shoot!” and he shot. He said, “The
LORD’s arrow of victory, even the arrow of
victory over Syria; for you will strike the
Syrians in Aphek until you have consumed
them.”

18He said, “Take the arrows;” and he took
them. He said to the king of Israel, “Strike
the ground;” and he struck three times, and
stopped. 19Theman of God was angry with
him, and said, “You should have struck five
or six times. Then you would have struck
Syria until you had consumed it, but now
youwill strike Syria just three times.”

20Elisha died, and they buried him.
Now the bands of the Moabites invaded

the land at the coming in of the year. 21 As

they were burying a man, behold, they saw
a band of raiders; and they threw the man
into Elisha’s tomb. As soon as the man
touched Elisha’s bones, he revived, and
stood up on his feet.

22 Hazael king of Syria oppressed Israel
all the days of Jehoahaz. 23 But the LORD
was gracious to them, and had compassion
on them, and favored them because of his
covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,
and would not destroy them and he didn’t
cast them from his presence as yet.

24 Hazael king of Syria died; and
Benhadad his son reigned in his place.
25 Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz took again
out of the hand of Benhadad the son of
Hazael the cities which he had taken out
of the hand of Jehoahaz his father by
war. Joash struck him three times, and
recovered the cities of Israel.

14
1 In the second year of Joash, son of

Joahaz, king of Israel, Amaziah the son of
Joash king of Judah began to reign. 2 He
was twenty-five years old when he began
to reign; and he reigned twenty-nine years
in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Je-
hoaddin of Jerusalem. 3He did that which
was right in the LORD’s eyes, yet not like
David his father. He did according to all
that Joash his father had done. 4However
the high places were not taken away. The
people still sacrificed and burned incense
in the high places. 5As soon as the kingdom
was established in his hand, he killed his
servants who had slain the king his father,
6but the childrenof themurderershedidn’t
put to death, according to that which is
written in the book of the law of Moses, as
the LORD commanded, saying, “The fathers
shall not be put to death for the children,
nor the children be put to death for the
fathers; but everyman shall die for his own
sin.”

7He killed ten thousand Edomites in the
Valley of Salt, and took Sela by war, and
called its name Joktheel, to this day. 8 Then
Amaziah sent messengers to Jehoash, the
son of Jehoahaz son of Jehu, king of Israel,
saying, “Come, let’s look one another in the
face.”

9 Jehoash the king of Israel sent to
Amaziah king of Judah, saying, “The thistle
that was in Lebanon sent to the cedar
that was in Lebanon, saying, ‘Give your
daughter to my son as wife.’ Then a wild
animal that was in Lebanon passed by, and
trampled down the thistle. 10 You have
indeed struck Edom, and your heart has
lifted you up. Enjoy the glory of it, and
stay at home; for why should you meddle
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to your harm, that you fall, even you, and
Judah with you?”

11 But Amaziah would not listen. So Je-
hoash king of Israel went up; and he and
Amaziah king of Judah looked one another
in the face at Beth Shemesh, which belongs
to Judah. 12 Judah was defeated by Israel;
and each man fled to his tent. 13 Jehoash
king of Israel took Amaziah king of Judah,
the son of Jehoash the son of Ahaziah, at
Beth Shemesh and came to Jerusalem, then
broke down the wall of Jerusalem from the
gate of Ephraim to the corner gate, four
hundred cubits.* 14He took all the gold and
silver and all the vessels that were found
in the LORD’s house and in the treasures
of the king’s house, the hostages also, and
returned to Samaria.

15 Now the rest of the acts of Jehoash
which he did, and his might, and how he
fought with Amaziah king of Judah, aren’t
they written in the book of the chronicles
of the kings of Israel? 16 Jehoash slept with
his fathers, andwas buried in Samariawith
the kings of Israel; and Jeroboam his son
reigned in his place.

17Amaziah the son of Joash king of Judah
lived after the death of Jehoash son of Je-
hoahaz, king of Israel, fifteen years. 18Now
the rest of the acts of Amaziah, aren’t they
written in the book of the chronicles of the
kings of Judah? 19 They made a conspiracy
against him in Jerusalem, and he fled to
Lachish; but they sent after him to Lachish
and killed him there. 20 They brought him
on horses, and he was buried at Jerusalem
with his fathers in David’s city.

21 All the people of Judah took Azariah,
who was sixteen years old, and made him
king in the place of his father Amaziah.
22 He built Elath and restored it to Judah.
After that the king slept with his fathers.

23 In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the
son of Joash king of Judah, Jeroboam the
son of Joash king of Israel began to reign
in Samaria for forty-one years. 24 He did
that which was evil in the LORD’s sight. He
didn’t depart from all the sins of Jeroboam
the son ofNebat, withwhich hemade Israel
to sin. 25 He restored the border of Israel
from the entrance of Hamath to the sea
of the Arabah, according to the LORD, the
God of Israel’s word, which he spoke by
his servant Jonah the son of Amittai, the
prophet, whowas from Gath Hepher. 26For
the LORD saw the affliction of Israel, that
it was very bitter for all, slave and free;
and there was no helper for Israel. 27 The
LORD didn’t say that he would blot out the

name of Israel from under the sky; but he
saved them by the hand of Jeroboam the
son of Joash. 28 Now the rest of the acts of
Jeroboam, andall thathedid, andhismight,
howhe fought, and howhe recoveredDam-
ascus, and Hamath, which had belonged
to Judah, for Israel, aren’t they written in
the book of the chronicles of the kings of
Israel? 29 Jeroboam slept with his fathers,
evenwith the kings of Israel; and Zechariah
his son reigned in his place.

15
1 In the twenty-seventh year of Jeroboam

king of Israel, Azariah son of Amaziah king
of Judah began to reign. 2 He was sixteen
years old when he began to reign, and he
reigned fifty-two years in Jerusalem. His
mother’s name was Jecoliah of Jerusalem.
3 He did that which was right in the
LORD’s eyes, according to all that his father
Amaziah had done. 4 However, the high
places were not taken away. The people
still sacrificed and burned incense in the
high places. 5 The LORD struck the king, so
that he was a leper to the day of his death,
and lived in a separate house. Jotham, the
king’s son, was over the household, judging
the people of the land. 6Now the rest of the
acts of Azariah, and all that he did, aren’t
they written in the book of the chronicles
of the kings of Judah? 7 Azariah slept with
his fathers; and they buried him with his
fathers in David’s city; and Jotham his son
reigned in his place.

8 In the thirty-eighth year of Azariah king
of Judah, Zechariah the son of Jeroboam
reigned over Israel in Samaria six months.
9He did that which was evil in the LORD’s
sight, as his fathers had done. He didn’t
depart from the sins of Jeroboam the son
of Nebat, with which he made Israel to
sin. 10 Shallum the son of Jabesh conspired
against him, and struck himbefore the peo-
ple and killed him, and reigned in his place.
11 Now the rest of the acts of Zechariah,
behold, they are written in the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Israel. 12This was
the LORD’s word which he spoke to Jehu,
saying, “Your sons to the fourth generation
shall sit on the throne of Israel.” So it came
to pass.

13 Shallum the son of Jabesh began to
reign in the thirty-ninth year of Uzziah king
of Judah, and he reigned for a month in
Samaria. 14Menahem the son of Gadi went
up from Tirzah, came to Samaria, struck
Shallum the sonof Jabesh in Samaria, killed
him, and reigned in his place. 15 Now the

* 14:13 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters.
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rest of the acts of Shallum, and his con-
spiracy which he made, behold, they are
written in the book of the chronicles of the
kings of Israel.

16 Then Menahem attacked Tiphsah and
allwhowere in it and its border areas, from
Tirzah. He attacked it because they didn’t
open their gates tohim, andhe rippedupall
their womenwhowere with child.

17 In the thirty ninth year of Azariah king
of Judah, Menahem the son of Gadi be-
gan to reign over Israel for ten years in
Samaria. 18Hedid thatwhichwasevil in the
LORD’s sight. He didn’t depart all his days
from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat,
with which he made Israel to sin. 19 Pul
the king of Assyria came against the land,
and Menahem gave Pul one thousand tal-
ents* of silver, that his hand might be with
him to confirm the kingdom in his hand.
20Menahemexacted themoney fromIsrael,
even from all the mighty men of wealth,
from each man fifty shekels† of silver, to
give to the king of Assyria. So the king of
Assyria turned back, and didn’t stay there
in the land. 21 Now the rest of the acts of
Menahem, and all that he did, aren’t they
written in the book of the chronicles of the
kings of Israel? 22Menahem slept with his
fathers, and Pekahiah his son reigned in his
place.

23 In the fiftieth year of Azariah king of
Judah, Pekahiah the son of Menahem be-
gan to reign over Israel in Samaria for two
years. 24He did that which was evil in the
LORD’s sight. He didn’t depart from the sins
of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, with which
he made Israel to sin. 25 Pekah the son
of Remaliah, his captain, conspired against
him and attacked him in Samaria, in the
fortress of the king’s house, with Argob and
Arieh; and with him were fifty men of the
Gileadites. He killed him, and reigned in
his place. 26 Now the rest of the acts of
Pekahiah, and all that he did, behold, they
are written in the book of the chronicles of
the kings of Israel.

27 In the fifty-second year of Azariah king
of Judah, Pekah the son of Remaliah began
to reign over Israel in Samaria for twenty
years. 28He did that which was evil in the
LORD’s sight. He didn’t depart from the sins
of JeroboamthesonofNebat,withwhichhe
made Israel to sin. 29 In the days of Pekah
king of Israel, Tiglath Pileser king of Assyria
came and took Ijon, Abel Beth Maacah,
Janoah, Kedesh, Hazor, Gilead, and Galilee,
all the landofNaphtali; andhecarried them
captive toAssyria. 30Hoshea the son of Elah

made a conspiracy against Pekah the son
of Remaliah, attacked him, killed him, and
reigned in his place, in the twentieth year
of Jotham the son of Uzziah. 31 Now the
rest of the acts of Pekah, and all that he did,
behold, they are written in the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Israel.

32 In the second year of Pekah the son of
Remaliah king of Israel, Jotham the son of
Uzziah king of Judah began to reign. 33He
was twenty-five years old when he began
to reign, and he reigned sixteen years in
Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Jerusha
the daughter of Zadok. 34He did that which
was right in the LORD’s eyes. He did ac-
cording to all that his father Uzziah had
done. 35 However the high places were
not taken away. The people still sacrificed
and burned incense in the high places. He
built the upper gate of the LORD’s house.
36 Now the rest of the acts of Jotham, and
all that he did, aren’t they written in the
bookof the chronicles of the kings of Judah?
37 In those days, the LORD began to send
Rezin the king of Syria and Pekah the son
of Remaliah against Judah. 38 Jotham slept
with his fathers, and was buried with his
fathers in his father David’s city; and Ahaz
his son reigned in his place.

16
1 In the seventeenth year of Pekah the

son of Remaliah, Ahaz the son of Jotham
king of Judah began to reign. 2 Ahaz was
twenty years old when he began to reign,
and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem.
He didn’t do that which was right in the
LORD his God’s eyes, like David his father.
3But hewalked in theway of the kings of Is-
rael, and evenmade his son to pass through
the fire, according to the abominations of
the nations whom the LORD cast out from
before the children of Israel. 4He sacrificed
and burned incense in the high places, on
the hills, and under every green tree.

5 Then Rezin king of Syria and Pekah
son of Remaliah king of Israel came up
to Jerusalem to wage war. They besieged
Ahaz, but could not overcome him. 6At that
time Rezin king of Syria recovered Elath to
Syria, and drove the Jews from Elath; and
the Syrians came to Elath, and lived there
to this day. 7 So Ahaz sent messengers to
Tiglath Pileser king of Assyria, saying, “I am
your servant and your son. Come up and
save me out of the hand of the king of Syria
and out of the hand of the king of Israel,
who rise up against me.” 8 Ahaz took the
silverandgold thatwas found in theLORD’s

* 15:19 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds, so 1000 talents is about 30metric tons † 15:20 A shekel is about
10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 50 shekels was about 0.5 kilograms or 1.1 pounds.
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house, and in the treasures of the king’s
house, and sent it for a present to the king
of Assyria. 9 The king of Assyria listened
to him; and the king of Assyria went up
against Damascus and took it, and carried
its people captive to Kir, and killed Rezin.

10 King Ahaz went to Damascus to meet
Tiglath Pileser king of Assyria, and saw the
altar that was at Damascus; and King Ahaz
sent to Urijah the priest a drawing of the al-
tar and plans to build it. 11Urijah the priest
built an altar. According to all that King
Ahazhadsent fromDamascus, soUrijah the
priest made it for the coming of King Ahaz
fromDamascus. 12When thekinghadcome
fromDamascus, the king saw the altar; and
the king came near to the altar, and offered
on it. 13 He burned his burnt offering and
his meal offering, poured his drink offer-
ing, and sprinkled the blood of his peace
offerings on the altar. 14 The bronze altar,
which was before the LORD, he brought
from the front of the house, from between
his altar and the LORD’s house, and put it
on the north side of his altar. 15 King Ahaz
commanded Urijah the priest, saying, “On
the great altar burn the morning burnt of-
fering, the eveningmeal offering, the king’s
burnt offering and his meal offering, with
the burnt offering of all the people of the
land, their meal offering, and their drink
offerings; and sprinkle on it all the blood of
the burnt offering, and all the blood of the
sacrifice; but the bronze altarwill be forme
to inquire by.” 16Urijah the priest did so, ac-
cording to all that King Ahaz commanded.

17 King Ahaz cut off the panels of the
bases, and removed the basin from off
them, and took down the sea from off the
bronze oxen that were under it, and put it
on a pavement of stone. 18He removed the
covered way for the Sabbath that they had
built in the house, and the king’s outer en-
trance to the LORD’s house, because of the
king of Assyria. 19Now the rest of the acts
of Ahaz which he did, aren’t they written
in the book of the chronicles of the kings of
Judah? 20 Ahaz slept with his fathers, and
was buried with his fathers in David’s city;
and Hezekiah his son reigned in his place.

17
1 In the twelfthyearofAhazkingof Judah,

Hoshea the son of Elah began to reign in
Samaria over Israel for nine years. 2He did
that which was evil in the LORD’s sight, yet
not as the kings of Israel who were before
him. 3 Shalmaneser king of Assyria came
up against him; and Hoshea became his
servant, and brought him tribute. 4 The
king of Assyria discovered a conspiracy in
Hoshea; for he had sent messengers to So

king of Egypt, and offered no tribute to the
king of Assyria, as hehaddone year by year.
Therefore the king of Assyria seized him,
and bound him in prison. 5 Then the king
of Assyria came up throughout all the land,
went up to Samaria, and besieged it three
years. 6 In the ninth year ofHoshea the king
of Assyria took Samaria and carried Israel
away to Assyria, and placed them in Halah,
and on theHabor, the river of Gozan, and in
the cities of the Medes.

7 It was so because the children of Israel
hadsinnedagainst theLORDtheirGod,who
brought them up out of the land of Egypt
from under the hand of Pharaoh king of
Egypt, and had feared other gods, 8 and
walked in the statutes of the nations whom
the LORD cast out from before the children
of Israel, and of the kings of Israel, which
they made. 9The children of Israel secretly
did things that were not right against the
LORD their God; and they built high places
for themselves in all their cities, from the
tower of the watchmen to the fortified city;
10and they set up for themselves pillars and
Asherah poles on every high hill and under
every green tree; 11 and there they burned
incense in all the high places, as the nations
whom the LORD carried away before them
did; and they did wicked things to provoke
the LORD to anger; 12and they served idols,
of which the LORD had said to them, “You
shall not do this thing.” 13 Yet the LORD
testified to Israel and to Judah, by every
prophet and every seer, saying, “Turn from
your evil ways, and keep my command-
ments and my statutes, according to all the
law which I commanded your fathers, and
which I sent to you by my servants the
prophets.” 14Notwithstanding, they would
not listen, but hardened their neck like the
neck of their fathers who didn’t believe in
the LORD their God. 15 They rejected his
statutes andhis covenant thathemadewith
their fathers, and his testimonies which he
testified to them; and they followed vanity,
and became vain, and followed the nations
that were around them, concerning whom
the LORD had commanded them that they
should not do like them. 16 They aban-
doned all the commandments of the LORD
their God, and made molten images for
themselves, even two calves, and made an
Asherah, andworshiped all the army of the
sky, and served Baal. 17 They caused their
sons and their daughters to pass through
thefire, useddivinationandenchantments,
and sold themselves to do that which was
evil in the LORD’s sight, to provoke him
to anger. 18 Therefore the LORD was very
angrywith Israel, and removed themout of
his sight. There was none left but the tribe



2 Kings 17:19 308 2 Kings 18:8

of Judah only.
19 Also Judah didn’t keep the command-

ments of the LORD their God, but walked
in the statutes of Israel which they made.
20 The LORD rejected all the offspring of
Israel, afflicted them, and delivered them
into the hands of raiders, until he had cast
them out of his sight. 21 For he tore Israel
from David’s house; and they made Jer-
oboam the sonofNebat king; and Jeroboam
drove Israel from following the LORD, and
made them sin a great sin. 22 The children
of Israel walked in all the sins of Jeroboam
which he did; they didn’t depart from them
23 until the LORD removed Israel out of
his sight, as he said by all his servants the
prophets. So Israel was carried away out of
their own land to Assyria to this day.

24 The king of Assyria brought people
fromBabylon, fromCuthah, fromAvva, and
from Hamath and Sepharvaim, and placed
them in the cities of Samaria instead of
the children of Israel; and they possessed
Samaria and lived in its cities. 25So itwas, at
the beginning of their dwelling there, that
they didn’t fear the LORD. Therefore the
LORD sent lions among them, which killed
someof them. 26Therefore they spoke to the
king of Assyria, saying, “The nations which
you have carried away and placed in the
cities of Samaria don’t know the law of the
god of the land. Therefore he has sent lions
among them; and behold, they kill them,
because they don’t know the law of the god
of the land.”

27 Then the king of Assyria commanded,
saying, “Carry there one of the priests
whomyoubrought fromthere; and lethim*
go and dwell there, and let him teach them
the law of the god of the land.”

28 So one of the priests whom they had
carried away from Samaria came and lived
in Bethel, and taught themhow they should
fear the LORD.

29 However every nation made gods of
their own, and put them in the houses of
the high places which the Samaritans had
made, every nation in their cities in which
they lived. 30ThemenofBabylonmadeSuc-
cothBenoth, and themenofCuthmadeNer-
gal, and the men of Hamath made Ashima,
31 and the Avvites made Nibhaz and Tar-
tak; and the Sepharvites burned their chil-
dren in the fire toAdrammelech andAnam-
melech, the gods of Sepharvaim. 32 So
they feared the LORD, and also made from
among themselvespriests of thehighplaces
for themselves, who sacrificed for them in
thehouses of thehighplaces. 33They feared
the LORD, and also served their own gods,

after the ways of the nations from among
whom they had been carried away. 34 To
this day they do what they did before. They
don’t fear the LORD, and they do not follow
the statutes, or the ordinances, or the law,
or the commandmentwhich theLORDcom-
manded the children of Jacob, whom he
named Israel; 35with whom the LORD had
made a covenant and commanded them,
saying, “You shall not fear other gods, nor
bow yourselves to them, nor serve them,
nor sacrifice to them; 36 but you shall fear
the LORD, who brought you up out of the
land of Egypt with great power and with
an outstretched arm, and you shall bow
yourselves to him, and you shall sacrifice
to him. 37 The statutes and the ordinances,
and the law and the commandment which
he wrote for you, you shall observe to do
forevermore. You shall not fear other gods.
38 You shall not forget the covenant that I
have made with you. You shall not fear
other gods. 39 But you shall fear the LORD
your God, and he will deliver you out of the
hand of all your enemies.”

40However theydidn’t listen, but theydid
what they did before. 41 So these nations
feared the LORD, and also served their en-
graved images. Their children did likewise,
and so did their children’s children. They
do as their fathers did to this day.

18
1 Now in the third year of Hoshea son

of Elah king of Israel, Hezekiah the son of
Ahaz king of Judah began to reign. 2 He
was twenty-five years oldwhenhe began to
reign, and he reigned twenty-nine years in
Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Abi the
daughter of Zechariah. 3He did that which
was right in the LORD’s eyes, according to
all that David his father had done. 4 He
removed the high places, broke the pillars,
and cut down the Asherah. He also broke
in pieces the bronze serpent thatMoses had
made, because in those days the children of
Israel burned incense to it; and he called it
Nehushtan. 5 He trusted in the LORD, the
God of Israel, so that after him was no one
like him among all the kings of Judah, nor
among them that were before him. 6 For
he joined with the LORD. He didn’t depart
from following him, but kept his command-
ments,which theLORDcommandedMoses.
7 The LORD was with him. Wherever he
went, he prospered. He rebelled against
the king of Assyria, and didn’t serve him.
8 He struck the Philistines to Gaza and its
borders, from the tower of thewatchmen to
the fortified city.

* 17:27 Hebrew: them
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9 In the fourth year of King Hezekiah,
which was the seventh year of Hoshea son
of Elah king of Israel, Shalmaneser king
of Assyria came up against Samaria and
besieged it. 10 At the end of three years
they took it. In the sixth year of Hezekiah,
which was the ninth year of Hoshea king of
Israel, Samariawas taken. 11The king of As-
syria carried Israel away toAssyria, andput
them in Halah, and on the Habor, the river
of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes,
12 because they didn’t obey the LORD their
God’s voice, but transgressed his covenant,
even all thatMoses the servant of the LORD
commanded, andwould not hear it or do it.

13 Now in the fourteenth year of King
Hezekiah, Sennacherib king of Assyria
came up against all the fortified cities of
Judah and took them. 14 Hezekiah king of
Judah sent to the king of Assyria at Lachish,
saying, “I have offended you. Withdraw
from me. That which you put on me, I
will bear.” The king of Assyria appointed
to Hezekiah king of Judah three hundred
talents of silver and thirty talents* of gold.
15 Hezekiah gave him all the silver that
was found in the LORD’s house and in the
treasuresof theking’shouse. 16At that time,
Hezekiah cut off the gold from the doors
of the LORD’s temple, and from the pillars
whichHezekiahking of Judahhadoverlaid,
and gave it to the king of Assyria.

17 The king of Assyria sent Tartan, Rab-
saris, and Rabshakeh from Lachish to King
Hezekiah with a great army to Jerusalem.
They went up and came to Jerusalem.
When they had come up, they came and
stood by the conduit of the upper pool,
which is in the highway of the fuller’s field.
18 When they had called to the king, Eli-
akim the son of Hilkiah, who was over the
household, and Shebnah the scribe, and
Joah the son of Asaph the recorder came
out to them. 19 Rabshakeh said to them,
“Say now to Hezekiah, ‘The great king, the
king of Assyria, says, “What confidence is
this in which you trust? 20 You say (but
they are but vain words), ‘There is counsel
and strength for war.’ Now on whom do
you trust, that you have rebelled against
me? 21 Now, behold, you trust in the staff
of this bruised reed, even in Egypt. If a
man leans on it, it will go into his hand
and pierce it. So is Pharaoh king of Egypt
to all who trust on him. 22 But if you tell
me, ‘We trust in the LORD our God,’ isn’t
that he whose high places andwhose altars
Hezekiah has taken away, and has said to
Judah and to Jerusalem, ‘You shall worship
before this altar in Jerusalem’? 23 Now

therefore, please give pledges tomymaster
the king of Assyria, and I will give you two
thousand horses if you are able on your
part to set riders on them. 24 How then
can you turn away the face of one captain
of the least of my master’s servants, and
put your trust on Egypt for chariots and for
horsemen? 25Have I now come up without
the LORD against this place to destroy it?
The LORD said to me, ‘Go up against this
land, and destroy it.’ ” ’ ”

26 Then Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, Sheb-
nah, and Joah, said to Rabshakeh, “Please
speak to your servants in the Syrian lan-
guage, for we understand it. Don’t speak
withus in the Jews’ language, in thehearing
of the people who are on the wall.”

27 But Rabshakeh said to them, “Has my
master sent me to your master and to you,
to speak these words? Hasn’t he sent me to
themenwho sit on thewall, to eat their own
dung, and to drink their own urine with
you?”

28ThenRabshakeh stood and criedwith a
loud voice in the Jews’ language, and spoke,
saying, “Hear the word of the great king,
the king of Assyria. 29 The king says, ‘Don’t
let Hezekiah deceive you, for he will not be
able to deliver you out of his hand. 30Don’t
let Hezekiah make you trust in the LORD,
saying, “The LORD will surely deliver us,
and this city shall not be given into thehand
of the king of Assyria.” 31 Don’t listen to
Hezekiah.’ For the king of Assyria says,
‘Make your peace with me, and come out
to me; and everyone of you eat from his
own vine, and everyone from his own fig
tree, and everyone drink water from his
own cistern; 32 until I come and take you
away to a land like your own land, a land
of grain and new wine, a land of bread
and vineyards, a land of olive trees and
of honey, that you may live and not die.
Don’t listen toHezekiahwhenhepersuades
you, saying, “The LORD will deliver us.”
33 Has any of the gods of the nations ever
delivered his land out of the hand of the
king of Assyria? 34 Where are the gods of
Hamath and of Arpad? Where are the gods
of Sepharvaim, of Hena, and Ivvah? Have
they delivered Samaria out of my hand?
35 Who are they among all the gods of the
countries, thathavedelivered their country
out of my hand, that the LORD should de-
liver Jerusalem out of my hand?’ ”

36 But the people stayed quiet, and an-
swered him not a word; for the king’s
commandment was, “Don’t answer him.”
37 Then Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, who
was over the household, camewith Shebna

* 18:14 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces
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the scribe and Joah the son of Asaph the
recorder to Hezekiah with their clothes
torn, and told him Rabshakeh’s words.

19
1 When King Hezekiah heard it, he tore

his clothes, covered himself with sackcloth,
and went into the LORD’s house. 2 He
sent Eliakim, who was over the household,
Shebna the scribe, and the elders of the
priests, covered with sackcloth, to Isaiah
the prophet the son of Amoz. 3 They said
to him, “Hezekiah says, ‘Today is a day of
trouble, of rebuke, and of rejection; for the
children have come to the point of birth,
and there is no strength to deliver them.
4 It may be the LORD your God will hear all
the words of Rabshakeh, whom the king of
Assyriahismasterhas sent todefy the living
God, and will rebuke the words which the
LORDyourGodhas heard. Therefore lift up
your prayer for the remnant that is left.’ ”

5 So the servants of King Hezekiah came
to Isaiah. 6 Isaiah said to them, “Tell your
master this: ‘The LORD says, “Don’t be
afraid of the words that you have heard,
with which the servants of the king of As-
syria have blasphemed me. 7Behold, I will
put a spirit in him, and he will hear news,
andwill return to his own land. I will cause
him to fall by the sword in his own land.” ’ ”

8 So Rabshakeh returned and found the
king of Assyria warring against Libnah;
for he had heard that he had departed
from Lachish. 9 When he heard it said of
Tirhakah king of Ethiopia, “Behold, he has
come out to fight against you,” he sent mes-
sengers again to Hezekiah, saying, 10 “Tell
Hezekiah king of Judah this: ‘Don’t let your
God in whom you trust deceive you, say-
ing, Jerusalem will not be given into the
hand of the king of Assyria. 11 Behold,
you have heard what the kings of Assyria
have done to all lands, by destroying them
utterly. Will you be delivered? 12Have the
gods of the nations delivered them, which
my fathers have destroyed—Gozan, Haran,
Rezeph, and the children of Edenwhowere
in Telassar? 13Where is the king ofHamath,
the king of Arpad, and the king of the city of
Sepharvaim, of Hena, and Ivvah?’ ”

14 Hezekiah received the letter from the
hand of the messengers and read it. Then
Hezekiah went up to the LORD’s house,
and spread it before the LORD. 15Hezekiah
prayed before the LORD, and said, “LORD,
the God of Israel, who are enthroned above
the cherubim, you are the God, even you
alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth. You
have made heaven and earth. 16 Incline
your ear, LORD, and hear. Open your eyes,

LORD, and see. Hear the words of Sen-
nacherib, which he has sent to defy the liv-
ing God. 17Truly, LORD, the kings of Assyria
have laidwaste the nations and their lands,
18 and have cast their gods into the fire; for
they were no gods, but the work of men’s
hands, wood and stone. Therefore they
have destroyed them. 19 Now therefore,
LORD our God, save us, I beg you, out of his
hand, that all thekingdomsof theearthmay
know that you, LORD, are God alone.”

20 Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to
Hezekiah, saying, “The LORD, the God of
Israel, says ‘You have prayed to me against
Sennacherib king of Assyria, and I have
heard you. 21 This is the word that the
LORD has spoken concerning him: ‘The vir-
gin daughter of Zion has despised you and
ridiculed you. The daughter of Jerusalem
has shaken her head at you. 22Whom have
youdefiedandblasphemed? Againstwhom
have you exalted your voice and lifted up
your eyes on high? Against the Holy One
of Israel! 23 By your messengers, you have
defied the Lord, and have said, “With the
multitude of my chariots, I have come up
to the height of themountains, to the inner-
most parts of Lebanon, and I will cut down
its tall cedars and its choice cypress trees;
and I will enter into his farthest lodging
place, the forest of his fruitful field. 24 I have
dug and drunk strange waters, and I will
dry upall the rivers of Egyptwith the sole of
my feet.” 25Haven’t you heard how I have
done it long ago, and formed it of ancient
times? Now I have brought it to pass, that
it should be yours to lay waste fortified
cities into ruinous heaps. 26Therefore their
inhabitants had little power. They were
dismayed and confounded. They were like
the grass of thefieldand like thegreenherb,
like the grass on the housetops and like
grain blasted before it has grown up. 27But
I know your sitting down, your going out,
yourcoming in, andyourragingagainstme.
28 Because of your raging against me, and
because your arrogance has come up into
my ears, therefore I will put my hook in
your nose, and my bridle in your lips, and I
will turn you back by theway bywhich you
came.’

29 “This will be the sign to you: This
year, you will eat that which grows of itself,
and in the second year that which springs
from that; and in the third year sow and
reap, and plant vineyards and eat their
fruit. 30Theremnant thathasescapedof the
house of Judah will again take root down-
ward, and bear fruit upward. 31 For out of
Jerusalem a remnant will go out, and out
of Mount Zion those who shall escape. The
LORD’s zeal will perform this.
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32 “Therefore the LORD says concerning
the king of Assyria, ‘Hewill not come to this
city, nor shoot an arrow there. He will not
come before it with shield, nor cast up a
moundagainst it. 33Hewill return the same
way that he came, and he will not come to
this city,’ says the LORD. 34 ‘For I will defend
this city to save it, for my own sake and for
my servant David’s sake.’ ”

35 That night, the LORD’s angel went out
and struck one hundred eighty-five thou-
sand in the camp of the Assyrians. When
men arose early in the morning, behold,
these were all dead bodies. 36 So Sen-
nacherib king of Assyria departed, went
home, and lived at Nineveh. 37 As he
was worshiping in the house of Nisroch
his god, Adrammelech and Sharezer struck
him with the sword; and they escaped into
the land of Ararat. Esar Haddon his son
reigned in his place.

20
1 In those days Hezekiah was sick and

dying. Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz
came to him, and said to him, “The LORD
says, ‘Set your house in order; for you will
die, and not live.’ ”

2Then he turned his face to the wall, and
prayed to the LORD, saying, 3 “Remember
now, LORD, I beg you, how I have walked
before you in truthandwithaperfect heart,
and have done that which is good in your
sight.” And Hezekiah wept bitterly.

4Before Isaiah had gone out into themid-
dle part of the city, the LORD’sword came to
him, saying, 5 “Turn back, and tell Hezekiah
the prince ofmypeople, ‘TheLORD, theGod
of David your father, says, “I have heard
your prayer. I have seen your tears. Behold,
I will heal you. On the third day, youwill go
up to the LORD’s house. 6 I will add to your
daysfifteenyears. Iwill deliveryouand this
city out of the hand of the king of Assyria. I
will defend this city for my own sake, and
for my servant David’s sake.” ’ ”

7 Isaiah said, “Take a cake of figs.”
They took and laid it on the boil, and he

recovered.
8 Hezekiah said to Isaiah, “What will be

the sign that theLORDwillhealme, and that
I will go up to the LORD’s house the third
day?”

9 Isaiah said, “This will be the sign to
you from the LORD, that the LORD will do
the thing that he has spoken: should the
shadowgo forward ten steps, or go back ten
steps?”

10Hezekiah answered, “It is a light thing
for the shadow to go forward ten steps. No,
but let the shadow return backward ten
steps.”

11 Isaiah the prophet cried to the LORD;
and he brought the shadow ten steps back-
ward, by which it had gone down on the
sundial of Ahaz.

12At that time Berodach Baladan the son
ofBaladan, king of Babylon, sent letters and
a present to Hezekiah, for he had heard
that Hezekiah had been sick. 13 Hezekiah
listened to them, and showed them all the
storehouse of his precious things—the sil-
ver, the gold, the spices, and the precious
oil, and the house of his armor, and all
that was found in his treasures. There was
nothing in his house, or in all his dominion,
that Hezekiah didn’t show them.

14 Then Isaiah the prophet came to King
Hezekiah, and said to him, “What did these
men say? From where did they come to
you?”
Hezekiah said, “They have come from a

far country, even from Babylon.”
15He said, “What have they seen in your

house?”
Hezekiah answered, “They have seen all

that is inmyhouse. There is nothing among
my treasures that I have not shown them.”

16 Isaiah said to Hezekiah, “Hear the
LORD’sword. 17 ‘Behold, the days come that
all that is in your house, and that which
your fathers have laid up in store to this
day, will be carried to Babylon. Nothing
will be left,’ says the LORD. 18 ‘They will
take away some of your sons whowill issue
from you, whom you will father; and they
will be eunuchs in the palace of the king of
Babylon.’ ”

19 Then Hezekiah said to Isaiah, “The
LORD’s word which you have spoken is
good.” He said moreover, “Isn’t it so, if
peace and truth will be inmy days?”

20 Now the rest of the acts of Hezekiah,
and all his might, and how he made the
pool, and the conduit, and brought water
into the city, aren’t they written in the book
of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?
21Hezekiah sleptwith his fathers, andMan-
asseh his son reigned in his place.

21
1 Manasseh was twelve years old when

he began to reign, and he reigned fifty-five
years in Jerusalem. His mother’s namewas
Hephzibah. 2He did that which was evil in
the LORD’s sight, after the abominations of
the nationswhom the LORD cast out before
the children of Israel. 3 For he built again
the high places which Hezekiah his father
had destroyed; and he raised up altars for
Baal, and made an Asherah, as Ahab king
of Israel did, and worshiped all the army of
the sky, and served them. 4He built altars
in the LORD’s house, of which the LORD
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said, “I will put my name in Jerusalem.”
5 He built altars for all the army of the
sky in the two courts of the LORD’s house.
6He made his son to pass through the fire,
practiced sorcery, used enchantments, and
dealt with those who had familiar spirits
and with wizards. He did much evil in the
LORD’s sight, to provoke him to anger. 7He
set the engraved image of Asherah that he
had made in the house of which the LORD
said to David and to Solomon his son, “In
this house, and in Jerusalem, which I have
chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, I will
put my name forever; 8 I will not cause the
feet of Israel to wander any more out of
the land which I gave their fathers, if only
they will observe to do according to all that
I have commanded them, and according
to all the law that my servant Moses com-
manded them.” 9But they didn’t listen, and
Manasseh seduced them to do that which
is evil more than the nations did whom
the LORD destroyed before the children of
Israel.

10 The LORD spoke by his servants the
prophets, saying, 11 “Because Manasseh
king of Judah has done these abominations,
and has done wickedly above all that the
Amorites did, who were before him, and
has also made Judah to sin with his idols;
12 therefore the LORD theGod of Israel says,
‘Behold, I will bring such evil on Jerusalem
and Judah that whoever hears of it, both
his ears will tingle. 13 I will stretch over
Jerusalem the line of Samaria, and the
plumb line of Ahab’s house; and I will wipe
Jerusalem as a man wipes a dish, wiping it
and turning it upside down. 14 I will cast off
the remnant of my inheritance and deliver
them into the hands of their enemies. They
will becomeapreyandaplunder toall their
enemies, 15 because they have done that
which isevil inmysight, andhaveprovoked
me toanger since theday their fathers came
out of Egypt, even to this day.’ ”

16 Moreover Manasseh shed innocent
blood very much, until he had filled
Jerusalem from one end to another; in
addition to his sin with which he made
Judah to sin, in doing that which was evil
in the LORD’s sight.

17 Now the rest of the acts of Manasseh,
and all that he did, and his sin that he
sinned, aren’t they written in the book
of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?
18Manasseh slept with his fathers, and was
buried in the garden of his own house,
in the garden of Uzza; and Amon his son
reigned in his place.

19Amon was twenty-two years old when
he began to reign; and he reigned two
years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name

wasMeshullemeth thedaughterofHaruzof
Jotbah. 20He did that which was evil in the
LORD’s sight, as Manasseh his father did.
21He walked in all the ways that his father
walked in, and served the idols that his
father served, and worshiped them; 22 and
he abandoned the LORD, the God of his
fathers, and didn’t walk in the way of the
LORD. 23 The servants of Amon conspired
against him, and put the king to death in
his own house. 24 But the people of the
land killed all those who had conspired
against King Amon; and the people of the
land made Josiah his son king in his place.
25 Now the rest of the acts of Amon which
he did, aren’t theywritten in the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Judah? 26He was
buried in his tomb in the garden of Uzza,
and Josiah his son reigned in his place.

22
1 Josiah was eight years old when he

began to reign, and he reigned thirty-one
years in Jerusalem. His mother’s namewas
Jedidah the daughter of Adaiah of Bozkath.
2He did that which was right in the LORD’s
eyes, and walked in all the ways of David
his father, and didn’t turn away to the right
hand or to the left.

3 In the eighteenth year ofKing Josiah, the
king sent Shaphan, the son of Azaliah the
son of Meshullam, the scribe, to the LORD’s
house, saying, 4 “Go up to Hilkiah the high
priest, that he may count the money which
is brought into the LORD’s house, which the
keepers of the threshold have gathered of
the people. 5 Let them deliver it into the
hand of the workers who have the over-
sight of the LORD’s house; and let them give
it to the workers who are in the LORD’s
house, to repair the damage to the house,
6 to the carpenters, and to the builders, and
to the masons, and for buying timber and
cut stone to repair the house. 7However, no
accounting shall be asked of them for the
money delivered into their hand, for they
deal faithfully.”

8Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan
the scribe, “I have found the book of the law
in the LORD’s house.” Hilkiah delivered the
book to Shaphan, and he read it. 9 Shaphan
the scribe came to the king, andbrought the
king word again, and said, “Your servants
haveemptiedout themoney thatwas found
in the house, and have delivered it into
the hands of the workmen who have the
oversight of the LORD’s house.” 10 Shaphan
the scribe told the king, saying, “Hilkiah the
priest has delivered a book to me.” Then
Shaphan read it before the king.

11 When the king had heard the words
of the book of the law, he tore his clothes.
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12 The king commanded Hilkiah the priest,
Ahikam the son of Shaphan, Achbor the son
of Micaiah, Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah
the king’s servant, saying, 13 “Go inquire of
the LORD for me, and for the people, and
for all Judah, concerning the words of this
book that is found; for great is the LORD’s
wrath that is kindled against us, because
our fathershavenot listened to thewordsof
this book, to do according to all that which
is written concerning us.”

14 So Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam, Achbor,
Shaphan, and Asaiah went to Huldah the
prophetess, the wife of Shallum the son of
Tikvah, the son of Harhas, keeper of the
wardrobe (now she lived in Jerusalem in
the second quarter); and they talked with
her. 15 She said to them, “The LORD the God
of Israel says, ‘Tell the man who sent you to
me, 16 “The LORD says, ‘Behold, I will bring
evil on this place and on its inhabitants,
even all the words of the book which the
king of Judah has read. 17 Because they
have forsakenmeandhave burned incense
to other gods, that they might provoke me
to anger with all the work of their hands,
thereforemywrath shall be kindled against
this place, and it will not be quenched.’ ”
18But to the king of Judah, who sent you to
inquire of the LORD, tell him, “The LORD
the God of Israel says, ‘Concerning the
words which you have heard, 19 because
your heart was tender, and you humbled
yourself before the LORD when you heard
what I spoke against this place and against
its inhabitants, that they should become a
desolation and a curse, and have torn your
clothes and wept before me, I also have
heard you,’ says the LORD. 20 ‘Therefore
behold, I will gather you to your fathers,
and you will be gathered to your grave in
peace. Your eyes will not see all the evil
which Iwill bring on this place.’ ” ’ ” So they
brought this message back to the king.

23
1The king sent, and they gathered to him

all the elders of Judah and of Jerusalem.
2The kingwent up to the LORD’s house, and
all themen of Judah and all the inhabitants
of Jerusalemwith him—with the priests, the
prophets, and all the people, both small and
great; and he read in their hearing all the
words of the book of the covenant which
was found in the LORD’s house. 3 The king
stood by the pillar andmade a covenant be-
fore theLORD towalk after theLORDand to
keep his commandments, his testimonies,
and his statuteswith all his heart and all his
soul, to confirm the words of this covenant
that were written in this book; and all the
people agreed to the covenant.

4 The king commanded Hilkiah the high
priest, and the priests of the second order,
and the keepers of the threshold, to bring
out of the LORD’s temple all the vessels
that were made for Baal, for the Asherah,
and for all the army of the sky; and he
burned them outside of Jerusalem in the
fields of the Kidron, and carried their ashes
to Bethel. 5 He got rid of the idolatrous
priests whom the kings of Judah had or-
dained to burn incense in the high places in
the cities of Judah and in the places around
Jerusalem; those also who burned incense
to Baal, to the sun, to the moon, to the
planets, and to all the army of the sky. 6He
brought out the Asherah from the LORD’s
house, outside of Jerusalem, to the brook
Kidron, and burned it at the brook Kidron,
and beat it to dust, and cast its dust on the
graves of the common people. 7 He broke
down the houses of the male shrine prosti-
tutes that were in the LORD’s house, where
thewomenwove hangings for the Asherah.
8He brought all the priests out of the cities
of Judah, and defiled the high places where
the priests had burned incense, from Geba
to Beersheba; and he broke down the high
places of the gates thatwere at the entrance
of thegateof Joshua thegovernorof the city,
whichwere on aman’s left hand at the gate
of the city. 9Nevertheless the priests of the
high places didn’t come up to the LORD’s
altar in Jerusalem, but they ate unleavened
bread among their brothers. 10 He defiled
Topheth, which is in the valley of the chil-
dren of Hinnom, that no man might make
his son or his daughter to pass through the
fire to Molech. 11He took away the horses
that the kings of Judah had dedicated to the
sun, at the entrance of the LORD’s house, by
the room of Nathan Melech the officer who
was in thecourt; andheburned thechariots
of the sunwith fire. 12The king broke down
the altars thatwere on the roof of the upper
room of Ahaz, which the kings of Judah
had made, and the altars which Manasseh
had made in the two courts of the LORD’s
house, and beat them down from there,
and cast their dust into the brook Kidron.
13The king defiled the high places thatwere
before Jerusalem, which were on the right
hand of the mountain of corruption, which
Solomon theking of Israel hadbuilt forAsh-
toreth the abomination of the Sidonians,
and for Chemosh the abomination ofMoab,
and forMilcom the abomination of the chil-
dren of Ammon. 14He broke in pieces the
pillars, cut down the Asherah poles, and
filled their places withmen’s bones.

15 Moreover the altar that was at Bethel
and the high place which Jeroboam the son
of Nebat, whomade Israel to sin, hadmade,
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even that altar and the high place he broke
down; and he burned the high place and
beat it to dust, and burned the Asherah.
16 As Josiah turned himself, he spied the
tombs thatwere there in themountain; and
he sent, and took thebonesout of the tombs,
and burned them on the altar, and defiled
it, according to the LORD’s word which the
man of God proclaimed, who proclaimed
these things. 17 Then he said, “What mon-
ument is that which I see?”
The men of the city told him, “It is the

tomb of the man of God who came from
Judah and proclaimed these things that you
have done against the altar of Bethel.”

18He said, “Let him be! Let no one move
his bones.” So they let his bones alone, with
the bones of the prophet who came out of
Samaria. 19 All the houses also of the high
places that were in the cities of Samaria,
which the kings of Israel had made to pro-
voke the LORD to anger, Josiah took away,
anddid to themaccording toall theacts that
he had done in Bethel. 20 He killed all the
priests of the high places that were there,
on the altars, and burned men’s bones on
them; and he returned to Jerusalem.

21 The king commanded all the people,
saying, “Keep the Passover to the LORD
your God, as it is written in this book of
the covenant.” 22 Surely there was not kept
such a Passover from the days of the judges
who judged Israel, nor in all the days of
the kings of Israel, nor of the kings of Ju-
dah; 23 but in the eighteenth year of King
Josiah, this Passover was kept to the LORD
in Jerusalem.

24 Moreover, Josiah removed those who
had familiar spirits, the wizards, and the
teraphim,* and the idols, and all the abomi-
nations that were seen in the land of Judah
and in Jerusalem, that hemight confirm the
words of the lawwhich were written in the
book that Hilkiah the priest found in the
LORD’s house. 25 There was no king like
him before him, who turned to the LORD
with all his heart, and with all his soul,
and with all his might, according to all the
law of Moses; and there was none like him
who arose after him. 26 Notwithstanding,
the LORD didn’t turn from the fierceness
of his great wrath, with which his anger
burned against Judah, because of all the
provocationwithwhichManassehhadpro-
voked him. 27 The LORD said, “I will also
remove Judah out of my sight, as I have
removed Israel; and I will cast off this city
which I have chosen, even Jerusalem, and

the house ofwhich I said, ‘Myname shall be
there.’ ”

28 Now the rest of the acts of Josiah, and
all that he did, aren’t they written in the
book of the chronicles of the kings of Ju-
dah? 29 In his days Pharaoh Necoh king of
Egyptwent up against the king of Assyria to
the river Euphrates; and King Josiah went
against him, but Pharaoh Necoh killed him
at Megiddo when he saw him. 30 His ser-
vants carried him dead in a chariot from
Megiddo, brought him to Jerusalem, and
buried him in his own tomb. The people
of the land took Jehoahaz the son of Josiah,
andanointedhim, andmadehimking inhis
father’s place.

31 Jehoahaz was twenty-three years
old when he began to reign; and he
reigned three months in Jerusalem. His
mother’s name was Hamutal the daughter
of Jeremiah of Libnah. 32He did that which
was evil in the LORD’s sight, according to
all that his fathers had done. 33 Pharaoh
Necoh put him in bonds at Riblah in the
land of Hamath, that he might not reign in
Jerusalem; and put the land to a tribute of
one hundred talents of silver and a talent†
of gold. 34PharaohNecohmade Eliakim the
son of Josiah king in the place of Josiah his
father, and changed his name to Jehoiakim;
but he took Jehoahaz away, and he came to
Egypt and died there. 35 Jehoiakim gave the
silver and the gold to Pharaoh; but he taxed
the land to give the money according to the
commandment of Pharaoh. He exacted the
silver and the gold of the people of the land,
fromeveryoneaccording tohis assessment,
to give it to Pharaoh Necoh. 36 Jehoiakim
was twenty-five years old when he began
to reign, and he reigned eleven years in
Jerusalem. Hismother’s namewas Zebidah
the daughter of Pedaiah of Rumah. 37 He
did that which was evil in the LORD’s sight,
according to all that his fathers had done.

24
1 In his days Nebuchadnezzar king of

Babylon came up, and Jehoiakim became
his servant three years. Then he turned
and rebelled against him. 2 The LORD sent
against him bands of the Chaldeans, bands
of the Syrians, bands of the Moabites, and
bands of the children of Ammon, and sent
them against Judah to destroy it, according
to the LORD’s word which he spoke by his
servants the prophets. 3 Surely at the com-
mandment of the LORD this came on Judah,
to remove them out of his sight for the sins
of Manasseh, according to all that he did,
4 and also for the innocent blood that he

* 23:24 teraphimwere household idols. † 23:33 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces
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shed; for he filled Jerusalem with innocent
blood, and the LORD would not pardon.
5Now the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim, and
all that he did, aren’t they written in the
bookof the chronicles of the kings of Judah?
6 So Jehoiakim slept with his fathers, and
Jehoiachin his son reigned in his place.

7 The king of Egypt didn’t come out of his
land any more; for the king of Babylon had
taken, from the brook of Egypt to the river
Euphrates, all that belonged to the king of
Egypt.

8 Jehoiachinwas eighteen years oldwhen
he began to reign, and he reigned in
Jerusalem three months. His mother’s
name was Nehushta the daughter of El-
nathan of Jerusalem. 9 He did that which
was evil in the LORD’s sight, according to all
that his father had done. 10At that time the
servants of Nebuchadnezzar king of Baby-
lon came up to Jerusalem, and the city was
besieged. 11Nebuchadnezzar king of Baby-
lon came to the citywhile his servantswere
besieging it, 12and Jehoiachin thekingof Ju-
dahwent out to the king of Babylon—he, his
mother, his servants, his princes, and his
officers; and the king of Babylon captured
him in the eighth year of his reign. 13 He
carried out from there all the treasures of
the LORD’s house and the treasures of the
king’shouse, andcut inpiecesall thevessels
of gold which Solomon king of Israel had
made in the LORD’s temple, as the LORD
had said. 14He carried away all Jerusalem,
and all the princes, and all the mighty men
of valor, even ten thousand captives, and
all the craftsmen and the smiths. No one
remained except the poorest people of the
land. 15 He carried away Jehoiachin to
Babylon, with the king’s mother, the king’s
wives, his officers, and the chief men of the
land. He carried them into captivity from
Jerusalem to Babylon. 16 All the men of
might, even seven thousand, and the crafts-
men and the smiths one thousand, all of
them strong and fit for war, even them the
king of Babylonbrought captive toBabylon.
17 The king of Babylon made Mattaniah,
Jehoiachin’s father’s brother, king in his
place, and changed his name to Zedekiah.

18 Zedekiah was twenty-one years old
when he began to reign, and he reigned
eleven years in Jerusalem. His mother’s
name was Hamutal the daughter of
Jeremiah of Libnah. 19 He did that which
was evil in the LORD’s sight, according to
all that Jehoiakim had done. 20For through
the anger of the LORD, this happened in
Jerusalemand Judah, until hehadcast them
out from his presence.
Then Zedekiah rebelled against the king

of Babylon.

25
1 In the ninth year of his reign, in the

tenth month, in the tenth day of the month,
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came, he
and all his army, against Jerusalem, and
encamped against it; and they built forts
against it around it. 2 So the city was
besieged until the eleventh year of King
Zedekiah. 3 On the ninth day of the fourth
month, the famine was severe in the city,
so that there was no bread for the people of
the land. 4 Then a breach was made in the
city, and all the men of war fled by night by
the way of the gate between the two walls,
which was by the king’s garden (now the
Chaldeans were against the city around it);
and the kingwent by theway of theArabah.
5 But the Chaldean army pursued the king,
and overtook him in the plains of Jericho;
and all his army was scattered from him.
6 Then they captured the king and carried
himup to the king of Babylon to Riblah; and
they passed judgment on him. 7They killed
Zedekiah’s sons before his eyes, then put
out Zedekiah’s eyes, bound him in fetters,
and carried him to Babylon.

8Now in the fifth month, on the seventh
day of the month, which was the nine-
teenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar king
of Babylon, Nebuzaradan the captain of the
guard, a servant of the king of Babylon,
came to Jerusalem. 9He burned the LORD’s
house, the king’s house, and all the houses
of Jerusalem. He burned every great house
with fire. 10All the army of the Chaldeans,
who were with the captain of the guard,
broke down the walls around Jerusalem.
11 Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard
carried away captive the rest of the people
whowere left in the city and thosewho had
deserted to the king of Babylon—all the rest
of the multitude. 12 But the captain of the
guard left some of the poorest of the land to
work the vineyards and fields.

13 The Chaldeans broke up the pillars of
bronze that were in the LORD’s house and
the bases and the bronze sea that were in
the LORD’s house, and carried the bronze
pieces to Babylon. 14 They took away the
pots, the shovels, the snuffers, the spoons,
and all the vessels of bronze with which
theyministered. 15The captain of the guard
took away the fire pans, the basins, that
which was of gold, for gold, and that which
was of silver, for silver. 16 The two pillars,
the one sea, and the bases, which Solomon
hadmade for the LORD’s house, the bronze
of all these vessels was not weighed. 17The
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height of the one pillar was eighteen cu-
bits,* and a capital of bronze was on it. The
height of the capital was three cubits, with
network and pomegranates on the capital
around it, all of bronze; and the second
pillar with its network was like these.

18 The captain of the guard took Sera-
iah the chief priest, Zephaniah the second
priest, and the three keepers of the thresh-
old; 19 and out of the city he took an officer
who was set over the men of war; and five
men of those who saw the king’s face, who
were found in the city; and the scribe, the
captain of the army, whomustered the peo-
ple of the land, and sixty men of the people
of the land who were found in the city.
20 Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard
took them, and brought them to the king of
Babylon to Riblah. 21 The king of Babylon
attacked them and put them to death at
Riblah in the land of Hamath. So Judahwas
carried away captive out of his land.

22 As for the people who were left in the
land of Judah whom Nebuchadnezzar king
of Babylon had left, even over them he
made Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son
of Shaphan, governor. 23Now when all the
captains of the forces, they and their men,
heard that the king of Babylon had made
Gedaliah governor, they came to Gedaliah
to Mizpah, even Ishmael the son of Netha-
niah, Johanan the son of Kareah, Seraiah
the son of Tanhumeth the Netophathite,
and Jaazaniah the son of the Maacathite,
they and their men. 24 Gedaliah swore to
them and to their men, and said to them,
“Don’t be afraid because of the servants of
the Chaldeans. Dwell in the land and serve
the king of Babylon, and it will be well with
you.”

25 But in the seventh month, Ishmael the
son of Nethaniah, the son of Elishama, of
the royal offspring came, and tenmenwith
him, and struck Gedaliah so that he died,
with the Jews and the Chaldeans that were
with him at Mizpah. 26 All the people,
both small and great, and the captains of
the forces arose and came to Egypt; for
they were afraid of the Chaldeans. 27 In
the thirty-seventh year of the captivity of
Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth
month, on the twenty-seventh day of the
month, Evilmerodach king of Babylon, in
the year that he began to reign, released Je-
hoiachin king of Judah out of prison, 28 and
he spoke kindly to him and set his throne
above the throne of the kings who were
with him in Babylon, 29 and changed his
prison garments. Jehoiachin ate bread be-

fore him continually all the days of his life;
30 and for his allowance, there was a con-
tinual allowance given him from the king,
every day a portion, all the days of his life.

* 25:17 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters.
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The First Book of
Chronicles

1 Adam, Seth, Enosh, 2 Kenan, Maha-
lalel, Jared, 3 Enoch, Methuselah, Lamech,
4Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

5 The sons of Japheth: Gomer, Magog,
Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras.
6 The sons of Gomer: Ashkenaz, Diphath,
andTogarmah. 7The sons of Javan: Elishah,
Tarshish, Kittim, and Rodanim.

8 The sons of Ham: Cush, Mizraim, Put,
and Canaan. 9 The sons of Cush: Seba,
Havilah, Sabta, Raama, Sabteca. The sonsof
Raamah: Sheba andDedan. 10Cushbecame
the father of Nimrod. He began to be a
mighty one in the earth. 11Mizraimbecame
the father of Ludim, Anamim, Lehabim,
Naphtuhim, 12Pathrusim, Casluhim (where
the Philistines came from), and Caphtorim.
13 Canaan became the father of Sidon his
firstborn, Heth, 14 the Jebusite, the Amorite,
the Girgashite, 15 the Hivite, the Arkite, the
Sinite, 16 theArvadite, the Zemarite, and the
Hamathite.

17 The sons of Shem: Elam, Asshur,
Arpachshad, Lud, Aram, Uz, Hul, Gether,
and Meshech. 18 Arpachshad became the
father of Shelah, and Shelah became the
father of Eber. 19 To Eber were born two
sons: the name of the one was Peleg, for
in his days the earth was divided; and his
brother’s name was Joktan. 20 Joktan be-
came the father of Almodad, Sheleph, Haz-
armaveth, Jerah, 21Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah,
22 Ebal, Abimael, Sheba, 23 Ophir, Havilah,
and Jobab. All thesewere the sonsof Joktan.
24Shem, Arpachshad, Shelah, 25Eber, Peleg,
Reu, 26 Serug, Nahor, Terah, 27 Abram (also
called Abraham).

28 The sons of Abraham: Isaac and Ish-
mael. 29 These are their generations:
the firstborn of Ishmael, Nebaioth; then
Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam, 30Mishma, Dumah,
Massa, Hadad, Tema, 31 Jetur, Naphish, and
Kedemah. These are the sons of Ishmael.

32 The sons of Keturah, Abraham’s con-
cubine: she bore Zimran, Jokshan, Medan,
Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah. The sons of
Jokshan: Sheba and Dedan. 33 The sons of
Midian: Ephah, Epher, Hanoch, Abida, and
Eldaah. All these were the sons of Keturah.

34 Abraham became the father of Isaac.
The sons of Isaac: Esau and Israel. 35 The
sons of Esau: Eliphaz, Reuel, Jeush, Jalam,
and Korah. 36 The sons of Eliphaz: Teman,
Omar, Zephi, Gatam, Kenaz, Timna, and

Amalek. 37 The sons of Reuel: Nahath,
Zerah, Shammah, andMizzah.

38The sons of Seir: Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon,
Anah, Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan. 39The sons
of Lotan: Hori andHomam; and Timnawas
Lotan’s sister. 40 The sons of Shobal: Alian,
Manahath, Ebal, Shephi, and Onam. The
sons of Zibeon: Aiah and Anah. 41 The son
of Anah: Dishon. The sons of Dishon: Ham-
ran, Eshban, Ithran, and Cheran. 42 The
sons of Ezer: Bilhan, Zaavan, and Jaakan.
The sons of Dishan: Uz and Aran.

43Now these are the kingswho reigned in
the land of Edom, before any king reigned
over the children of Israel: Bela the son
of Beor; and the name of his city was Din-
habah. 44 Bela died, and Jobab the son
of Zerah of Bozrah reigned in his place.
45 Jobabdied, andHushamof the landof the
Temanites reigned in his place. 46Husham
died, and Hadad the son of Bedad, who
struck Midian in the field of Moab, reigned
in his place; and the name of his city was
Avith. 47 Hadad died, and Samlah of Mas-
rekah reigned in his place. 48 Samlah died,
and Shaul of Rehoboth by the River reigned
in his place. 49 Shaul died, and Baal Hanan
the son of Achbor reigned in his place.
50 Baal Hanan died, and Hadad reigned in
his place; and the name of his city was Pai.
His wife’s namewasMehetabel, the daugh-
ter of Matred, the daughter of Mezahab.
51 Then Hadad died. The chiefs of Edom
were: chief Timna, chief Aliah, chief Je-
theth, 52chief Oholibamah, chief Elah, chief
Pinon, 53 chief Kenaz, chief Teman, chief
Mibzar, 54 chief Magdiel, and chief Iram.
These are the chiefs of Edom.

2
1 These are the sons of Israel: Reuben,

Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Zebulun,
2Dan, Joseph, Benjamin, Naphtali, Gad, and
Asher.

3The sons of Judah: Er, Onan, and Shelah,
which three were born to him of Shua’s
daughter the Canaanitess. Er, Judah’s first-
born, was wicked in the LORD’s* sight; and
he killed him. 4 Tamar his daughter-in-law
bore him Perez and Zerah. All the sons of
Judah were five.

5 The sons of Perez: Hezron and Hamul.
6 The sons of Zerah: Zimri, Ethan, Heman,
Calcol, and Dara—five of them in all. 7 The
son of Carmi: Achar, the troubler of Israel,
who committed a trespass in the devoted
thing. 8The son of Ethan: Azariah.

9The sons also of Hezron, whowere born
to him: Jerahmeel, Ram, and Chelubai.

* 2:3 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”,
usually pronounced Yahweh).
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10 Ram became the father of Amminadab,
and Amminadab became the father of
Nahshon, prince of the children of Judah;
11andNahshonbecame the father of Salma,
and Salma became the father of Boaz,
12and Boaz became the father of Obed, and
Obed became the father of Jesse; 13 and
Jesse became the father of his firstborn
Eliab, Abinadab the second, Shimea the
third, 14 Nethanel the fourth, Raddai the
fifth, 15 Ozem the sixth, and David the
seventh; 16 and their sisters were Zeruiah
and Abigail. The sons of Zeruiah: Abishai,
Joab, and Asahel, three. 17 Abigail bore
Amasa; and the father of Amasa was Jether
the Ishmaelite.

18 Caleb the son of Hezron became the
father of children by Azubah his wife, and
by Jerioth; and these were her sons: Jesher,
Shobab, and Ardon. 19 Azubah died, and
Caleb married Ephrath, who bore him Hur.
20 Hur became the father of Uri, and Uri
became the father of Bezalel.

21 Afterward Hezron went in to the
daughter of Machir the father of Gilead,
whom he took as wife when he was sixty
years old; and she bore him Segub. 22Segub
became the father of Jair, who had twenty-
three cities in the land of Gilead. 23Geshur
and Aram took the towns of Jair from them,
with Kenath, and its villages, even sixty
cities. All these were the sons of Machir
the father of Gilead. 24 After Hezron died
in Caleb Ephrathah, Abijah, Hezron’s wife,
bore him Ashhur the father of Tekoa.

25 The sons of Jerahmeel the firstborn
of Hezron were Ram the firstborn, Bunah,
Oren, Ozem, and Ahijah. 26 Jerahmeel had
another wife, whose namewas Atarah. She
was the mother of Onam. 27 The sons of
Ram the firstborn of Jerahmeel were Maaz,
Jamin, and Eker. 28 The sons of Onam were
Shammai and Jada. The sons of Sham-
mai: Nadab and Abishur. 29 The name of
the wife of Abishur was Abihail; and she
bore him Ahban and Molid. 30 The sons of
Nadab: Seled and Appaim; but Seled died
without children. 31 The son of Appaim:
Ishi. The son of Ishi: Sheshan. The son
of Sheshan: Ahlai. 32 The sons of Jada the
brother of Shammai: Jether and Jonathan;
and Jether died without children. 33 The
sons of Jonathan: Peleth and Zaza. These
were the sonsof Jerahmeel. 34NowSheshan
had no sons, but only daughters. Sheshan
had a servant, an Egyptian, whose name
was Jarha. 35 Sheshan gave his daugh-
ter to Jarha his servant as wife; and she
bore him Attai. 36 Attai became the father
of Nathan, and Nathan became the father
of Zabad, 37 and Zabad became the father
of Ephlal, and Ephlal became the father

of Obed, 38 and Obed became the father
of Jehu, and Jehu became the father of
Azariah, 39 and Azariah became the father
of Helez, and Helez became the father of
Eleasah, 40 and Eleasah became the father
of Sismai, and Sismai became the father of
Shallum, 41 and Shallum became the father
of Jekamiah, and Jekamiah became the fa-
ther of Elishama.

42 The sons of Caleb the brother of Jerah-
meelwereMeshahisfirstborn,whowas the
fatherof Ziph, and the sonsofMareshah the
fatherofHebron. 43ThesonsofHebron: Ko-
rah, Tappuah, Rekem, andShema. 44Shema
became the father of Raham, the father
of Jorkeam; and Rekem became the father
of Shammai. 45 The son of Shammai was
Maon; andMaonwas the father of Beth Zur.
46 Ephah, Caleb’s concubine, bore Haran,
Moza, andGazez; andHaranbecame the fa-
ther of Gazez. 47The sons of Jahdai: Regem,
Jothan, Geshan, Pelet, Ephah, and Shaaph.
48Maacah, Caleb’s concubine, bore Sheber
and Tirhanah. 49 She bore also Shaaph the
father of Madmannah, Sheva the father of
Machbena and the father of Gibea; and the
daughter of Caleb was Achsah.

50 These were the sons of Caleb, the son
of Hur, the firstborn of Ephrathah: Shobal
the father of Kiriath Jearim, 51 Salma the
father of Bethlehem, and Hareph the fa-
ther of Beth Gader. 52 Shobal the father of
Kiriath Jearim had sons: Haroeh, half of
the Menuhoth. 53 The families of Kiriath
Jearim: the Ithrites, the Puthites, the Shu-
mathites, and the Mishraites; from them
came the Zorathites and the Eshtaolites.
54 The sons of Salma: Bethlehem, the Ne-
tophathites, Atroth Beth Joab, and half of
the Manahathites, the Zorites. 55 The fam-
ilies of scribes who lived at Jabez: the
Tirathites, the Shimeathites, and the Su-
cathites. These are the Kenites who came
from Hammath, the father of the house of
Rechab.

3
1Now these were the sons of David, who

were born to him in Hebron: the firstborn,
Amnon, of Ahinoam the Jezreelitess; the
second, Daniel, of Abigail the Carmelitess;
2 the third, Absalom the son of Maacah
the daughter of Talmai king of Geshur;
the fourth, Adonijah the son of Haggith;
3 the fifth, Shephatiah of Abital; the sixth,
IthreambyEglahhiswife: 4sixwereborn to
him in Hebron; and he reigned there seven
years and six months. He reigned thirty-
three years in Jerusalem; 5 and these were
born to him in Jerusalem: Shimea, Shobab,
Nathan, and Solomon, four, by Bathshua
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the daughter of Ammiel; 6 and Ibhar, El-
ishama, Eliphelet, 7Nogah, Nepheg, Japhia,
8Elishama, Eliada, and Eliphelet, nine. 9All
these were the sons of David, in addition to
the sons of the concubines; and Tamar was
their sister.

10 Solomon’s son was Rehoboam, Abijah
his son, Asa his son, Jehoshaphat his son,
11 Joram his son, Ahaziah his son, Joash his
son, 12 Amaziah his son, Azariah his son,
Jotham his son, 13 Ahaz his son, Hezekiah
his son, Manasseh his son, 14 Amon his
son, and Josiah his son. 15 The sons of
Josiah: thefirstborn Johanan, the second Je-
hoiakim, the third Zedekiah, and the fourth
Shallum. 16 The sons of Jehoiakim: Jeco-
niah his son, and Zedekiah his son. 17 The
sons of Jeconiah, the captive: Shealtiel
his son, 18Malchiram, Pedaiah, Shenazzar,
Jekamiah, Hoshama, and Nedabiah. 19 The
sons of Pedaiah: Zerubbabel and Shimei.
The sons of Zerubbabel: Meshullam and
Hananiah; and Shelomith was their sister;
20 and Hashubah, Ohel, Berechiah, Hasa-
diah, and Jushab Hesed, five. 21 The sons
of Hananiah: Pelatiah and Jeshaiah; the
sons of Rephaiah, the sons of Arnan, the
sons of Obadiah, the sons of Shecaniah.
22 The son of Shecaniah: Shemaiah. The
sons of Shemaiah: Hattush, Igal, Bariah,
Neariah, and Shaphat, six. 23 The sons of
Neariah: Elioenai, Hizkiah, and Azrikam,
three. 24 The sons of Elioenai: Hodaviah,
Eliashib, Pelaiah, Akkub, Johanan, Delaiah,
and Anani, seven.

4
1 The sons of Judah: Perez, Hezron,

Carmi, Hur, and Shobal. 2 Reaiah the son
of Shobal became the father of Jahath; and
Jahath became the father of Ahumai and
Lahad. These are the families of the Zo-
rathites. 3 These were the sons of the fa-
ther of Etam: Jezreel, Ishma, and Idbash.
The name of their sister was Hazzelelponi.
4 Penuel was the father of Gedor and Ezer
the father of Hushah. These are the sons
of Hur, the firstborn of Ephrathah, the
father of Bethlehem. 5 Ashhur the fa-
ther of Tekoa had two wives, Helah and
Naarah. 6Naarah bore him Ahuzzam, Hep-
her, Temeni, and Haahashtari. These were
the sons of Naarah. 7 The sons of Helah
were Zereth, Izhar, and Ethnan. 8 Hakkoz
became the father of Anub, Zobebah, and
the families of Aharhel the son of Harum.

9 Jabez was more honorable than his
brothers. His mother named him Jabez,*
saying, “Because I bore himwith sorrow.”

10 Jabez called on the God† of Israel, say-
ing, “Oh that you would bless me indeed,
and enlarge my border! May your hand be
with me, and may you keep me from evil,
that I may not cause pain!”
God granted him that which he re-

quested.
11 Chelub the brother of Shuhah became

the father of Mehir, who was the father of
Eshton. 12Eshton became the father of Beth
Rapha, Paseah, and Tehinnah the father of
Ir Nahash. These are the men of Recah.
13 The sons of Kenaz: Othniel and Seraiah.
The sonsofOthniel: Hathath.‡ 14Meonothai
became the father of Ophrah: and Seraiah
became the father of Joab the father of Ge
Harashim, for they were craftsmen. 15 The
sons of Caleb the son of Jephunneh: Iru,
Elah, and Naam. The son of Elah: Kenaz.
16The sons of Jehallelel: Ziph, Ziphah, Tiria,
and Asarel. 17 The sons of Ezrah: Jether,
Mered, Epher, and Jalon; and Mered’s wife
bore Miriam, Shammai, and Ishbah the fa-
ther of Eshtemoa. 18 His wife the Jewess
bore Jered the father of Gedor, Heber the
father of Soco, and Jekuthiel the father of
Zanoah. These are the sons of Bithiah the
daughter of Pharaoh, whom Mered took.
19 The sons of the wife of Hodiah, the sis-
ter of Naham, were the fathers of Keilah
the Garmite and Eshtemoa the Maacathite.
20The sons of Shimon: Amnon, Rinnah, Ben
Hanan, and Tilon. The sons of Ishi: Zoheth,
and Ben Zoheth. 21 The sons of Shelah the
sonof Judah: Er the father of Lecah, Laadah
the father of Mareshah, and the families of
thehouseof thosewhoworkedfine linen, of
the house of Ashbea; 22 and Jokim, and the
men of Cozeba, and Joash, and Saraph, who
had dominion in Moab, and Jashubilehem.
These records are ancient. 23 These were
the potters, and the inhabitants of Netaim
andGederah; they lived therewith the king
for his work.

24 The sons of Simeon: Nemuel, Jamin,
Jarib, Zerah, Shaul; 25Shallum his son, Mib-
sam his son, and Mishma his son. 26 The
sons of Mishma: Hammuel his son, Zaccur
his son, Shimei his son. 27 Shimei had six-
teen sons and six daughters; but his broth-
ers didn’t havemany children, and all their
family didn’t multiply like the children of
Judah. 28They lived at Beersheba,Moladah,
Hazarshual, 29 at Bilhah, at Ezem, at Tolad,
30 at Bethuel, at Hormah, at Ziklag, 31 at
Beth Marcaboth, Hazar Susim, at Beth Biri,
and at Shaaraim. These were their cities
until David’s reign. 32 Their villages were
Etam, Ain, Rimmon, Tochen, and Ashan,

* 4:9 “Jabez” sounds similar to theHebrewword for “pain”. † 4:10 TheHebrewword rendered “God” is “” (Elohim).
‡ 4:13 Greek and Vulgate add “andMeonothai”
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five cities; 33and all their villages that were
around the same cities, as far as Baal. These
were their settlements, and they kept their
genealogy. 34 Meshobab, Jamlech, Joshah
the son of Amaziah, 35 Joel, Jehu the son
of Joshibiah, the son of Seraiah, the son
of Asiel, 36 Elioenai, Jaakobah, Jeshohaiah,
Asaiah, Adiel, Jesimiel, Benaiah, 37and Ziza
the son of Shiphi, the son of Allon, the son
of Jedaiah, the son of Shimri, the son of She-
maiah— 38 these mentioned by name were
princes in their families. Their fathers’
houses increased greatly.

39 They went to the entrance of Gedor,
even to the east side of the valley, to seek
pasture for their flocks. 40 They found
rich, good pasture, and the land was wide,
and quiet, and peaceful, for those who
lived there before were descended from
Ham. 41 These written by name came in
the days of Hezekiah king of Judah, and
struck their tents and the Meunim who
were found there; and they destroyed them
utterly to this day, and lived in their place,
because there was pasture there for their
flocks. 42 Some of them, even of the sons of
Simeon, five hundred men, went to Mount
Seir, having for their captains Pelatiah,
Neariah, Rephaiah, and Uzziel, the sons of
Ishi. 43 They struck the remnant of the
Amalekites who escaped, and have lived
there to this day.

5
1 The sons of Reuben the firstborn of Is-

rael (for he was the firstborn, but because
he defiled his father’s couch, his birthright
was given to the sons of Joseph the son of
Israel; and the genealogy is not to be listed
according to the birthright. 2 For Judah
prevailed abovehis brothers, and fromhim
came the prince; but the birthright was
Joseph’s)— 3 the sons of Reuben the first-
born of Israel: Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, and
Carmi. 4 The sons of Joel: Shemaiah his
son, Gog his son, Shimei his son, 5 Micah
his son, Reaiah his son, Baal his son, 6 and
Beerah his son, whom Tilgath Pilneser king
of Assyria carried away captive. He was
prince of the Reubenites. 7His brothers by
their families, when the genealogy of their
generations was listed: the chief, Jeiel, and
Zechariah, 8 and Bela the son of Azaz, the
son of Shema, the son of Joel, who lived in
Aroer, even to Nebo and Baal Meon; 9 and
he lived eastward even to the entrance of
the wilderness from the river Euphrates,
because their livestock were multiplied in
the land of Gilead.

10 In the days of Saul, theymadewarwith
the Hagrites, who fell by their hand; and

they lived in their tents throughout all the
land east of Gilead.

11The sonsofGad livedbeside themin the
land of Bashan to Salecah: 12 Joel the chief,
Shapham the second, Janai, and Shaphat in
Bashan. 13 Their brothers of their fathers’
houses: Michael, Meshullam, Sheba, Jorai,
Jacan, Zia, and Eber, seven. 14 These were
the sons of Abihail, the son of Huri, the
son of Jaroah, the son of Gilead, the son
of Michael, the son of Jeshishai, the son of
Jahdo, the son of Buz; 15 Ahi the son of Ab-
diel, the son of Guni, chief of their fathers’
houses. 16 They lived in Gilead in Bashan
and in its towns, and in all the pasture lands
of Sharonas far as their borders. 17All these
were listed by genealogies in the days of
Jotham king of Judah, and in the days of
Jeroboam king of Israel.

18 The sons of Reuben, the Gadites, and
the half-tribe of Manasseh, of valiant men,
men able to bear buckler and sword, able
to shoot with bow, and skillful in war, were
forty-four thousand seven hundred sixty
that were able to go out to war. 19 They
madewarwith theHagrites, with Jetur, and
Naphish, and Nodab. 20 They were helped
against them, and the Hagrites were deliv-
ered into their hand, and all whowerewith
them; for they cried to God in the battle,
and he answered them because they put
their trust in him. 21 They took away their
livestock: of their camels fifty thousand,
and of sheep two hundred fifty thousand,
and of donkeys two thousand, and of men
one hundred thousand. 22 For many fell
slain, because the war was of God. They
lived in their place until the captivity.

23 The children of the half-tribe of Man-
asseh lived in the land. They increased
from Bashan to Baal Hermon, Senir, and
Mount Hermon. 24 These were the heads
of their fathers’ houses: Epher, Ishi, Eliel,
Azriel, Jeremiah, Hodaviah, and Jahdiel—
mighty men of valor, famous men, heads
of their fathers’ houses. 25 They trespassed
against the God of their fathers, and played
the prostitute after the gods of the peoples
of the land whom God destroyed before
them. 26 So the God of Israel stirred up
the spirit of Pul king of Assyria, and the
spirit of Tilgath Pilneser king of Assyria,
andhe carriedaway theReubenites, theGa-
dites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh, and
brought them to Halah, Habor, Hara, and to
the river of Gozan, to this day.

6
1 The sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath,

and Merari. 2 The sons of Kohath: Am-
ram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel. 3 The
children of Amram: Aaron, Moses, and
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Miriam. The sons of Aaron: Nadab, Abihu,
Eleazar, and Ithamar. 4 Eleazar became
the father of Phinehas, Phinehas became
the father of Abishua, 5 Abishua became
the father of Bukki. Bukki became the
father of Uzzi. 6 Uzzi became the father
of Zerahiah. Zerahiah became the father
of Meraioth. 7 Meraioth became the fa-
ther of Amariah. Amariah became the fa-
ther of Ahitub. 8 Ahitub became the fa-
ther of Zadok. Zadok became the father
of Ahimaaz. 9 Ahimaaz became the fa-
ther of Azariah. Azariah became the fa-
ther of Johanan. 10 Johanan became the
father of Azariah, who executed the priest’s
office in the house that Solomon built in
Jerusalem. 11 Azariah became the father
of Amariah. Amariah became the father
of Ahitub. 12 Ahitub became the father
of Zadok. Zadok became the father of
Shallum. 13 Shallum became the father
of Hilkiah. Hilkiah became the father of
Azariah. 14 Azariah became the father
of Seraiah. Seraiah became the father of
Jehozadak. 15 Jehozadak went into cap-
tivity when the LORD carried Judah and
Jerusalem away by the hand of Nebuchad-
nezzar.

16 The sons of Levi: Gershom, Kohath,
and Merari. 17 These are the names of
the sons of Gershom: Libni and Shimei.
18 The sons of Kohath were Amram, Izhar,
Hebron, and Uzziel. 19 The sons of Merari:
Mahli and Mushi. These are the families
of the Levites according to their fathers’
households. 20 Of Gershom: Libni his son,
Jahath his son, Zimmah his son, 21 Joah
his son, Iddo his son, Zerah his son, and
Jeatherai his son. 22 The sons of Kohath:
Amminadab his son, Korah his son, Assir
his son, 23Elkanahhis son, Ebiasaphhis son,
Assirhis son, 24Tahathhis son, Uriel his son,
Uzziah his son, and Shaul his son. 25 The
sonsofElkanah: Amasai andAhimoth. 26As
forElkanah, the sonsofElkanah: Zophaihis
son, Nahath his son, 27 Eliab his son, Jero-
ham his son, and Elkanah his son. 28 The
sons of Samuel: the firstborn, Joel, and
the second, Abijah. 29 The sons of Merari:
Mahli, Libni his son, Shimei his son, Uzzah
his son, 30 Shimea his son, Haggiah his son,
Asaiah his son.

31 These are they whom David set over
the service of song in the LORD’s house
after the ark came to rest there. 32 They
ministered with song before the taberna-
cle of the Tent of Meeting until Solomon
had built the LORD’s house in Jerusalem.
They performed the duties of their office
according to their order. 33 These are those
who served, and their sons. Of the sons
of the Kohathites: Heman the singer, the

son of Joel, the son of Samuel, 34 the son
of Elkanah, the son of Jeroham, the son of
Eliel, the son of Toah, 35 the son of Zuph,
the son of Elkanah, the son of Mahath, the
son of Amasai, 36 the son of Elkanah, the
son of Joel, the son of Azariah, the son of
Zephaniah, 37 the son of Tahath, the son
of Assir, the son of Ebiasaph, the son of
Korah, 38 the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath,
the son of Levi, the son of Israel. 39 His
brotherAsaph,who stoodonhis righthand,
even Asaph the son of Berechiah, the son
of Shimea, 40 the son of Michael, the son of
Baaseiah, the son of Malchijah, 41 the son of
Ethni, the son of Zerah, the son of Adaiah,
42 the son of Ethan, the son of Zimmah, the
sonof Shimei, 43 the sonof Jahath, the sonof
Gershom, the sonofLevi. 44On the left hand
their brothers the sons of Merari: Ethan
the son of Kishi, the son of Abdi, the son of
Malluch, 45 the son of Hashabiah, the son of
Amaziah, the son of Hilkiah, 46 the son of
Amzi, the son of Bani, the son of Shemer,
47 the son of Mahli, the son of Mushi, the
son of Merari, the son of Levi. 48 Their
brothers the Levites were appointed for all
the service of the tabernacle of God’s house.
49 But Aaron and his sons offered on the
altar of burnt offering, and on the altar of
incense, for all the work of the most holy
place, and to make atonement for Israel,
according to all that Moses the servant of
God had commanded.

50 These are the sons of Aaron: Eleazar
his son, Phinehas his son, Abishua his son,
51 Bukki his son, Uzzi his son, Zerahiah
his son, 52 Meraioth his son, Amariah his
son, Ahitub his son, 53 Zadok his son, and
Ahimaaz his son. 54 Now these are their
dwelling places according to their encamp-
ments in theirborders: to the sonsofAaron,
of the families of the Kohathites (for theirs
was the first lot), 55 to them they gave He-
bron in the land of Judah, and its pasture
lands around it; 56 but the fields of the city
and its villages, they gave to Caleb the son
of Jephunneh. 57 To the sons of Aaron they
gave the cities of refuge, Hebron, Libnah
also with its pasture lands, Jattir, Eshte-
moa with its pasture lands, 58Hilen with its
pasture lands, Debir with its pasture lands,
59 Ashan with its pasture lands, and Beth
Shemesh with its pasture lands; 60 and out
of the tribe of Benjamin, Geba with its pas-
ture lands, Allemeth with its pasture lands,
and Anathoth with its pasture lands. All
their cities throughout their families were
thirteen cities.

61 To the rest of the sons of Kohath were
given by lot, out of the family of the tribe,
out of the half-tribe, the half of Manasseh,
ten cities. 62 To the sons of Gershom, ac-
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cording to their families, out of the tribe
of Issachar, and out of the tribe of Asher,
and out of the tribe of Naphtali, and out of
the tribe of Manasseh in Bashan, thirteen
cities. 63 To the sons of Merari were given
by lot, according to their families, out of
the tribe of Reuben, and out of the tribe of
Gad, and out of the tribe of Zebulun, twelve
cities. 64 The children of Israel gave to the
Levites the cities with their pasture lands.
65 They gave by lot out of the tribe of the
children of Judah, and out of the tribe of the
children of Simeon, and out of the tribe of
the childrenof Benjamin, these citieswhich
arementioned by name.

66 Some of the families of the sons of Ko-
hath had cities of their borders out of the
tribe of Ephraim. 67 They gave to them the
cities of refuge, Shechem in the hill country
ofEphraimwith its pasture landsandGezer
with its pasture lands, 68 Jokmeam with its
pasture lands, Beth Horon with its pasture
lands, 69Aijalonwith its pasture lands, Gath
Rimmon with its pasture lands; 70 and out
of the half-tribe of Manasseh, Aner with its
pasture lands, and Bileam with its pasture
lands, for the rest of the family of the sons
of Kohath.

71To the sons of Gershomwere given, out
of the family of the half-tribe of Manasseh,
Golan in Bashanwith its pasture lands, and
Ashtaroth with its pasture lands; 72 and
out of the tribe of Issachar, Kedesh with
its pasture lands, Daberath with its pasture
lands, 73Ramothwith its pasture lands, and
Anem with its pasture lands; 74 and out
of the tribe of Asher, Mashal with its pas-
ture lands, Abdon with its pasture lands,
75Hukok with its pasture lands, and Rehob
with its pasture lands; 76andout of the tribe
of Naphtali, Kedesh in Galilee with its pas-
ture lands, Hammonwith its pasture lands,
and Kiriathaimwith its pasture lands.

77 To the rest of the Levites, the sons of
Merari, were given, out of the tribe of Ze-
bulun, Rimmonowith its pasture lands, and
Tabor with its pasture lands; 78and beyond
the Jordan at Jericho, on the east side of the
Jordan, were given them out of the tribe
of Reuben: Bezer in the wilderness with
its pasture lands, Jahzah with its pasture
lands, 79 Kedemoth with its pasture lands,
andMephaathwith its pasture lands; 80and
out of the tribe of Gad, Ramoth in Gilead
with its pasture lands, Mahanaim with its
pasture lands, 81 Heshbon with its pasture
lands, and Jazer with its pasture lands.

7
1 Of the sons of Issachar: Tola, Puah,

Jashub, and Shimron, four. 2 The sons of

Tola: Uzzi, Rephaiah, Jeriel, Jahmai, Ib-
sam, and Shemuel, heads of their fathers’
houses, of Tola;mightymenof valor in their
generations. Their number in the days of
David was twenty-two thousand six hun-
dred. 3 The son of Uzzi: Izrahiah. The sons
of Izrahiah: Michael, Obadiah, Joel, and
Isshiah, five; all of them chief men. 4With
them, by their generations, after their fa-
thers’ houses, were bands of the army for
war, thirty-six thousand; for they hadmany
wives and sons. 5 Their brothers among
all the families of Issachar, mighty men
of valor, listed in all by genealogy, were
eighty-seven thousand.

6The sons of Benjamin: Bela, Becher, and
Jediael, three. 7 The sons of Bela: Ezbon,
Uzzi, Uzziel, Jerimoth, and Iri, five; heads of
fathers’ houses, mighty men of valor; and
they were listed by genealogy twenty-two
thousand thirty-four. 8 The sons of Becher:
Zemirah, Joash, Eliezer, Elioenai, Omri, Jer-
emoth, Abijah, Anathoth, and Alemeth. All
these were the sons of Becher. 9 They were
listed by genealogy, after their generations,
heads of their fathers’ houses, mighty men
of valor, twenty thousand two hundred.
10 The son of Jediael: Bilhan. The sons of
Bilhan: Jeush, Benjamin, Ehud, Chenaanah,
Zethan, Tarshish, and Ahishahar. 11 All
these were sons of Jediael, according to the
heads of their fathers’ households, mighty
men of valor, seventeen thousand two hun-
dred, who were able to go out in the army
for war. 12 So were Shuppim, Huppim, the
sons of Ir, Hushim, and the sons of Aher.

13 The sons of Naphtali: Jahziel, Guni,
Jezer, Shallum, and the sons of Bilhah.

14 The sons of Manasseh: Asriel, whom
his concubine the Aramitess bore. She bore
Machir the father of Gilead. 15Machir took
a wife of Huppim and Shuppim, whose
sister’s name was Maacah. The name of
the second was Zelophehad; and Zelophe-
had had daughters. 16 Maacah the wife
of Machir bore a son, and she named
him Peresh. The name of his brother
was Sheresh; and his sons were Ulam and
Rakem. 17 The sons of Ulam: Bedan.
These were the sons of Gilead the son of
Machir, the son of Manasseh. 18 His sis-
ter Hammolecheth bore Ishhod, Abiezer,
and Mahlah. 19 The sons of Shemida were
Ahian, Shechem, Likhi, and Aniam.

20The sons of Ephraim: Shuthelah, Bered
his son, Tahath his son, Eleadah his son,
Tahath his son, 21 Zabad his son, Shuthe-
lah his son, Ezer, and Elead, whom the
men of Gath who were born in the land
killed, because they came down to take
away their livestock. 22 Ephraim their fa-
ther mourned many days, and his brothers
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came to comfort him. 23 He went in to his
wife, and she conceived and bore a son,
and he named him Beriah,* because there
was trouble with his house. 24 His daugh-
ter was Sheerah, who built Beth Horon the
lower and the upper, and Uzzen Sheerah.
25 Rephah was his son, Resheph his son,
Telah his son, Tahan his son, 26 Ladan his
son, Ammihud his son, Elishama his son,
27Nun his son, and Joshua his son. 28 Their
possessions and settlements were Bethel
and its towns, and eastward Naaran, and
westward Gezer with its towns; Shechem
also and its towns, to Azzah and its towns;
29andby thebordersof the childrenofMan-
asseh, Beth Shean and its towns, Taanach
and its towns, Megiddo and its towns, and
Dor and its towns. The children of Joseph
the son of Israel lived in these.

30 The sons of Asher: Imnah, Ishvah,
Ishvi, and Beriah. Serah was their sis-
ter. 31 The sons of Beriah: Heber and
Malchiel, who was the father of Birzaith.
32 Heber became the father of Japhlet,
Shomer, Hotham, and Shua their sister.
33 The sons of Japhlet: Pasach, Bimhal, and
Ashvath. These are the children of Japhlet.
34 The sons of Shemer: Ahi, Rohgah, Jehub-
bah, and Aram. 35 The sons of Helem his
brother: Zophah, Imna, Shelesh, and Amal.
36 The sons of Zophah: Suah, Harnepher,
Shual, Beri, Imrah, 37 Bezer, Hod, Shamma,
Shilshah, Ithran, and Beera. 38 The sons of
Jether: Jephunneh, Pispa, and Ara. 39 The
sons of Ulla: Arah, Hanniel, and Rizia. 40All
these were the children of Asher, heads of
the fathers’ houses, choice andmightymen
of valor, chief of the princes. The number of
them listed by genealogy for service in war
was twenty-six thousandmen.

8
1Benjamin became the father of Bela his

firstborn, Ashbel the second, Aharah the
third, 2 Nohah the fourth, and Rapha the
fifth. 3Bela had sons: Addar, Gera, Abihud,
4 Abishua, Naaman, Ahoah, 5 Gera, Shep-
huphan, andHuram. 6These are the sons of
Ehud. Theseare theheadsof fathers’house-
holds of the inhabitants of Geba, who were
carried captive to Manahath: 7 Naaman,
Ahijah, and Gera, who carried them cap-
tive; and he became the father of Uzza and
Ahihud.

8 Shaharaim became the father of chil-
dren in the field of Moab, after he had sent
them away. Hushim and Baara were his
wives. 9 By Hodesh his wife, he became
the father of Jobab, Zibia, Mesha, Malcam,

10 Jeuz, Shachia, and Mirmah. These were
his sons, heads of fathers’ households. 11By
Hushim, he became the father of Abitub
and Elpaal. 12 The sons of Elpaal: Eber,
Misham, and Shemed, who built Ono and
Lod, with its towns; 13 and Beriah and
Shema, who were heads of fathers’ house-
holds of the inhabitants of Aijalon, who
put to flight the inhabitants of Gath; 14 and
Ahio, Shashak, Jeremoth, 15Zebadiah, Arad,
Eder, 16 Michael, Ishpah, Joha, the sons
of Beriah, 17 Zebadiah, Meshullam, Hizki,
Heber, 18 Ishmerai, Izliah, Jobab, the sons
of Elpaal, 19 Jakim, Zichri, Zabdi, 20 Elienai,
Zillethai, Eliel, 21 Adaiah, Beraiah, Shim-
rath, the sons of Shimei, 22 Ishpan, Eber,
Eliel, 23Abdon, Zichri, Hanan, 24Hananiah,
Elam, Anthothijah, 25 Iphdeiah, Penuel, the
sons of Shashak, 26 Shamsherai, Shehariah,
Athaliah, 27 Jaareshiah, Elijah, Zichri, and
the sons of Jeroham. 28 These were heads
of fathers’ households throughout their
generations, chief men. These lived in
Jerusalem.

29 The father of Gibeon, whose wife’s
name was Maacah, lived in Gibeon
30 with his firstborn son Abdon, Zur,
Kish, Baal, Nadab, 31 Gedor, Ahio, Zecher,
32 and Mikloth, who became the father
of Shimeah. They also lived with their
families in Jerusalem, near their relatives.
33 Ner became the father of Kish. Kish
became the father of Saul. Saul became the
father of Jonathan, Malchishua, Abinadab,
and Eshbaal. 34 The son of Jonathan was
Merib-baal. Merib-baal became the father
of Micah. 35 The sons of Micah: Pithon,
Melech, Tarea, and Ahaz. 36 Ahaz became
the father of Jehoaddah. Jehoaddah
became the father of Alemeth, Azmaveth,
and Zimri. Zimri became the father of
Moza. 37Moza became the father of Binea.
Raphah was his son, Eleasah his son,
and Azel his son. 38 Azel had six sons,
whose names are these: Azrikam, Bocheru,
Ishmael, Sheariah, Obadiah, and Hanan.
All these were the sons of Azel. 39 The sons
of Eshek his brother: Ulam his firstborn,
Jeush the second, and Eliphelet the third.
40 The sons of Ulam were mighty men of
valor, archers, and had many sons, and
grandsons, one hundred fifty. All these
were of the sons of Benjamin.

9
1 So all Israel were listed by genealogies;

and behold,* they are written in the book
of the kings of Israel. Judah was carried

* 7:23 “Beriah” is similar to the Hebrewword for “misfortune”. * 9:1 “Behold”, from “”, means look at, take notice,
observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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away captive to Babylon for their disobedi-
ence. 2Now the first inhabitants who lived
in their possessions in their cities were Is-
rael, the priests, the Levites, and the tem-
ple servants. 3 In Jerusalem, there lived
of the children of Judah, of the children of
Benjamin, and of the children of Ephraim
andManasseh: 4Uthai the sonofAmmihud,
the son of Omri, the son of Imri, the son
of Bani, of the children of Perez the son
of Judah. 5 Of the Shilonites: Asaiah the
firstborn and his sons. 6 Of the sons of
Zerah: Jeuel and their brothers, six hun-
dredninety. 7Of the sonsofBenjamin: Sallu
the son of Meshullam, the son of Hodaviah,
the son of Hassenuah; 8 and Ibneiah the
son of Jeroham, and Elah the son of Uzzi,
the son of Michri; and Meshullam the son
of Shephatiah, the son of Reuel, the son
of Ibnijah; 9 and their brothers, according
to their generations, nine hundred fifty-
six. All these men were heads of fathers’
households by their fathers’ houses.

10 Of the priests: Jedaiah, Jehoiarib,
Jachin, 11 and Azariah the son of Hilkiah,
the son of Meshullam, the son of Zadok,
the son of Meraioth, the son of Ahitub, the
ruler of God’s house; 12 and Adaiah the son
of Jeroham, the son of Pashhur, the son
of Malchijah; and Maasai the son of Adiel,
the son of Jahzerah, the son of Meshullam,
the son of Meshillemith, the son of Immer;
13and their brothers, heads of their fathers’
houses, one thousand seven hundred sixty;
theywere very ablemen for thework of the
service of God’s house.

14 Of the Levites: Shemaiah the son of
Hasshub, the son of Azrikam, the son of
Hashabiah, of the sons of Merari; 15 and
Bakbakkar, Heresh, Galal, and Mattaniah
the son of Mica, the son of Zichri, the son
of Asaph, 16 and Obadiah the son of Shema-
iah, the son of Galal, the son of Jeduthun;
and Berechiah the son of Asa, the son of
Elkanah, who lived in the villages of the
Netophathites.

17 The gatekeepers: Shallum, Akkub, Tal-
mon, Ahiman, and their brothers (Shallum
was the chief), 18who previously served in
the king’s gate eastward. They were the
gatekeepers for the camp of the children of
Levi. 19Shallumwas the sonofKore, the son
ofEbiasaph, the sonofKorah, andhisbroth-
ers, of his father’s house, the Korahites,
were over the work of the service, keepers
of the thresholds of the tent. Their fathers
had been over the LORD’s camp, keepers of
the entry. 20 Phinehas the son of Eleazar
was ruler over them in time past, and the
LORDwaswith him. 21Zechariah the son of
Meshelemiahwas gatekeeper of the door of
the Tent of Meeting. 22 All these who were

chosen to be gatekeepers in the thresholds
were two hundred twelve. These were
listed by genealogy in their villages, whom
DavidandSamuel theseerordained in their
office of trust. 23 So they and their children
had the oversight of the gates of the LORD’s
house, even the house of the tent, as guards.
24 On the four sides were the gatekeepers,
toward the east, west, north, and south.
25 Their brothers, in their villages, were
to come in every seven days from time to
time to be with them, 26 for the four chief
gatekeepers, who were Levites, were in an
office of trust, andwere over the rooms and
over the treasuries in God’s house. 27 They
stayed around God’s house, because that
was their duty; and itwas their duty to open
it morning bymorning.

28 Certain of them were in charge of the
vessels of service, for these were brought
in by count, and these were taken out by
count. 29Some of themalsowere appointed
over the furniture, and over all the vessels
of the sanctuary, over the fine flour, the
wine, the oil, the frankincense, and the
spices.

30Someof the sonsof thepriestsprepared
the mixing of the spices. 31Mattithiah, one
of the Levites, who was the firstborn of
Shallum the Korahite, had the office of trust
over the things that were baked in pans.
32 Some of their brothers, of the sons of the
Kohathites, were over the show bread, to
prepare it every Sabbath.

33These are the singers, heads of fathers’
households of the Levites, who lived in
the rooms and were free from other ser-
vice, for they were employed in their work
day and night. 34 These were heads of fa-
thers’ households of the Levites, through-
out their generations, chiefmen. They lived
at Jerusalem.

35 Jeiel the father of Gibeon, whose wife’s
name was Maacah, lived in Gibeon. 36His
firstborn son was Abdon, then Zur, Kish,
Baal, Ner, Nadab, 37Gedor, Ahio, Zechariah,
and Mikloth. 38Mikloth became the father
of Shimeam. They also lived with their
relatives in Jerusalem, near their relatives.
39 Ner became the father of Kish. Kish
became the father of Saul. Saul became the
father of Jonathan, Malchishua, Abinadab,
and Eshbaal. 40 The son of Jonathan was
Merib-baal. Merib-baal became the father
of Micah. 41 The sons of Micah: Pithon,
Melech, Tahrea, and Ahaz. 42Ahaz became
the father of Jarah. Jarah became the father
of Alemeth, Azmaveth, and Zimri. Zimri
became the father of Moza. 43 Moza be-
came the father of Binea, Rephaiah his son,
Eleasah his son, and Azel his son. 44 Azel
had six sons, whose names are Azrikam,
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Bocheru, Ishmael, Sheariah, Obadiah, and
Hanan. These were the sons of Azel.

10
1 Now the Philistines fought against Is-

rael; and the men of Israel fled from be-
fore the Philistines, and fell down slain on
Mount Gilboa. 2 The Philistines followed
hard after Saul and after his sons; and the
Philistines killed Jonathan, Abinadab, and
Malchishua, the sons of Saul. 3 The battle
went hard against Saul, and the archers
overtook him; and he was distressed by
reason of the archers. 4 Then Saul said to
his armor bearer, “Draw your sword, and
thrust me through with it, lest these uncir-
cumcised come and abuseme.”
But his armor bearer would not, for he

was terrified. Therefore Saul took his
sword and fell on it. 5 When his armor
bearer saw that Saul was dead, he likewise
fell on his sword and died. 6 So Saul died
with his three sons; and all his house died
together. 7 When all the men of Israel
who were in the valley saw that they fled,
and that Saul and his sons were dead, they
abandoned their cities, and fled; and the
Philistines came and lived in them.

8 On the next day, when the Philistines
came to strip the slain, they found Saul and
his sons fallen on Mount Gilboa. 9 They
stripped him and took his head and his
armor, then sent into the land of the
Philistines all around to carry the news to
their idols and to the people. 10 They put
his armor in the house of their gods, and
fastened his head in the house of Dagon.
11 When all Jabesh Gilead heard all that
the Philistines had done to Saul, 12 all the
valiant men arose and took away the body
of Saul and the bodies of his sons, and
brought them to Jabesh, and buried their
bones under the oak in Jabesh, and fasted
seven days.

13 So Saul died for his trespass which
he committed against the LORD, because
of the LORD’s word, which he didn’t keep,
and also because he asked counsel of one
who had a familiar spirit, to inquire, 14 and
didn’t inquire of the LORD. Therefore he
killed him, and turned the kingdom over to
David the son of Jesse.

11
1 Then all Israel gathered themselves to

David to Hebron, saying, “Behold, we are
your bone and your flesh. 2 In times past,
even when Saul was king, it was you who
led out and brought in Israel. The LORD
yourGod said to you, ‘You shall be shepherd
ofmy people Israel, and you shall be prince
over my people Israel.’ ”

3 So all the elders of Israel came to the
king toHebron; andDavidmadea covenant
with them inHebronbefore theLORD.They
anointed David king over Israel, according
to the LORD’s word by Samuel.

4 David and all Israel went to Jerusalem
(also called Jebus); and the Jebusites, the
inhabitants of the land, were there. 5 The
inhabitants of Jebus said to David, “You
will not come in here!” Nevertheless David
took the stronghold of Zion. The same is
David’s city. 6 David had said, “Whoever
strikes the Jebusites first shall be chief and
captain.” Joab the son of Zeruiah went up
first, and was made chief. 7 David lived
in the stronghold; therefore they called it
David’s city. 8 He built the city all around,
fromMillo even around; and Joab repaired
the rest of the city. 9David grew greater and
greater, for the LORD of Armies was with
him.

10 Now these are the chief of the mighty
men whom David had, who showed them-
selves strong with him in his kingdom, to-
gether with all Israel, to make him king,
according to the LORD’s word concerning
Israel.

11 This is the number of the mighty men
whom David had: Jashobeam, the son of
a Hachmonite, the chief of the thirty; he
lifted up his spear against three hundred
and killed them at one time. 12 After him
was Eleazar the son of Dodo, the Ahohite,
whowas one of the threemightymen. 13He
was with David at Pasdammim, and there
the Philistines were gathered together to
battle, where there was a plot of ground
full of barley; and the people fled from
before the Philistines. 14 They stood in the
middle of the plot, defended it, and killed
thePhilistines; and theLORDsaved themby
a great victory.

15 Three of the thirty chief men went
down to the rock to David, into the cave
of Adullam; and the army of the Philistines
were encamped in the valley of Rephaim.
16Davidwas then in the stronghold, and the
garrisonof thePhilistineswas inBethlehem
at that time. 17David longed, and said, “Oh,
that someonewould givemewater to drink
from thewell of Bethlehem, which is by the
gate!”

18 The three broke through the army of
the Philistines, and drew water out of the
well of Bethlehem thatwas by the gate, took
it, and brought it to David; but Davidwould
not drink any of it, but poured it out to the
LORD, 19 and said, “My God forbid me, that
I should do this! Shall I drink the blood
of these men who have put their lives in
jeopardy?” For they risked their lives to
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bring it. Therefore he would not drink it.
The threemighty men did these things.

20Abishai, the brother of Joab, was chief
of the three; for he lifted up his spear
against three hundred and killed them, and
hadanameamong the three. 21Of the three,
he was more honorable than the two, and
wasmade their captain; however hewasn’t
included in the three.

22 Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, the son
of a valiant man of Kabzeel, who had done
mighty deeds, killed the two sons of Ariel of
Moab. He also went down and killed a lion
in the middle of a pit on a snowy day. 23He
killed an Egyptian, a man of great stature,
five cubits* high. In the Egyptian’s hand
was a spear like a weaver’s beam; and he
went down to him with a staff, plucked the
spear out of the Egyptian’s hand, and killed
him with his own spear. 24Benaiah the son
of Jehoiadadid these things andhadaname
among the three mighty men. 25Behold, he
was more honorable than the thirty, but he
didn’t attain to the three; and David set him
over his guard.

26 The mighty men of the armies also in-
clude Asahel the brother of Joab, Elhanan
the son of Dodo of Bethlehem, 27Shammoth
the Harorite, Helez the Pelonite, 28 Ira
the son of Ikkesh the Tekoite, Abiezer the
Anathothite, 29Sibbecai the Hushathite, Ilai
the Ahohite, 30 Maharai the Netophathite,
Heled the son of Baanah the Netophathite,
31 Ithai the son of Ribai of Gibeah of the chil-
dren of Benjamin, Benaiah the Pirathonite,
32 Hurai of the brooks of Gaash, Abiel
the Arbathite, 33 Azmaveth the Baharu-
mite, Eliahba the Shaalbonite, 34 the sons
of Hashem the Gizonite, Jonathan the son
of Shagee the Hararite, 35 Ahiam the son
of Sacar the Hararite, Eliphal the son of
Ur, 36Hepher the Mecherathite, Ahijah the
Pelonite, 37Hezro the Carmelite, Naarai the
son of Ezbai, 38 Joel the brother of Nathan,
Mibhar the son of Hagri, 39 Zelek the Am-
monite, Naharai the Berothite (the armor
bearer of Joab the son of Zeruiah), 40 Ira
the Ithrite, Gareb the Ithrite, 41 Uriah the
Hittite, Zabad the son of Ahlai, 42Adina the
son of Shiza the Reubenite (a chief of the
Reubenites), and thirty with him, 43Hanan
the son of Maacah, Joshaphat the Mithnite,
44 Uzzia the Ashterathite, Shama and Jeiel
the sons of Hotham the Aroerite, 45 Jediael
the son of Shimri, and Joha his brother, the
Tizite, 46Eliel theMahavite, and Jeribai, and
Joshaviah, the sons of Elnaam, and Ithmah
the Moabite, 47 Eliel, Obed, and Jaasiel the
Mezobaite.

12
1Now these are those who came to David

to Ziklag while he was a fugitive from Saul
the son of Kish. They were among the
mighty men, his helpers in war. 2 They
were armed with bows, and could use
both the right hand and the left in sling-
ing stones and in shooting arrows from the
bow. They were of Saul’s relatives of the
tribe of Benjamin. 3 The chief was Ahiezer,
then Joash, the sons of Shemaah the Gibeat-
hite; Jeziel and Pelet, the sons of Azmaveth;
Beracah; Jehu the Anathothite; 4 Ishmaiah
the Gibeonite, a mighty man among the
thirty and a leader of the thirty; Jeremiah;
Jahaziel; Johanan; Jozabad theGederathite;
5 Eluzai; Jerimoth; Bealiah; Shemariah;
Shephatiah the Haruphite; 6 Elkanah, Is-
shiah, Azarel, Joezer, and Jashobeam, the
Korahites; 7 and Joelah and Zebadiah, the
sons of Jeroham of Gedor.

8 Some Gadites joined David in the
stronghold in the wilderness, mighty men
of valor, men trained for war, who could
handle shield and spear; whose faces were
like the faces of lions, and theywereas swift
as the gazelles on themountains: 9Ezer the
chief, Obadiah the second, Eliab the third,
10 Mishmannah the fourth, Jeremiah the
fifth, 11 Attai the sixth, Eliel the seventh,
12 Johanan the eighth, Elzabad the ninth,
13 Jeremiah the tenth, and Machbannai the
eleventh. 14 These of the sons of Gad were
captains of the army. Hewhowas least was
equal to one hundred, and the greatest to
one thousand. 15These are those who went
over the Jordan in the first month, when it
had overflowed all its banks; and they put
to flight all who lived in the valleys, both
toward the east and toward the west.

16 Some of the children of Benjamin and
Judah came to the stronghold to David.
17 David went out to meet them, and an-
swered them, “If you have come peaceably
to me to help me, my heart will be united
with you; but if you have come to betrayme
to my adversaries, since there is no wrong
inmyhands,may theGod of our fathers see
this and rebuke it.” 18 Then the Spirit came
on Amasai, who was chief of the thirty, and
he said, “We are yours, David, and on your
side, you son of Jesse. Peace, peace be to
you, and peace be to your helpers; for your
God helps you.” Then David received them
andmade them captains of the band.

19 Some of Manasseh also joined David
when he came with the Philistines against
Saul to battle, but they didn’t help them, for
the lords of the Philistines sent him away

* 11:23 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters. Therefore this Egyptian was about 7 feet and 6 inches or 2.28 meters tall.
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after consultation, saying, “He will desert
to his master Saul to the jeopardy of our
heads.”

20 As he went to Ziklag, some from Man-
asseh joined him: Adnah, Jozabad, Jediael,
Michael, Jozabad, Elihu, and Zillethai, cap-
tains of thousands who were of Manasseh.
21 They helped David against the band of
raiders, for they were all mighty men of
valor and were captains in the army. 22 For
from day to day men came to David to help
him, until therewas a great army, likeGod’s
army.

23 These are the numbers of the heads of
those who were armed for war, who came
to David to Hebron to turn the kingdom
of Saul to him, according to the LORD’s
word. 24 The children of Judah who bore
shield and spear were six thousand eight
hundred, armed for war. 25 Of the chil-
dren of Simeon, mighty men of valor for
the war: seven thousand one hundred.
26 Of the children of Levi: four thousand
six hundred. 27 Jehoiada was the leader
of the household of Aaron; and with him
were three thousand seven hundred, 28and
Zadok, a young man mighty of valor, and
of his father’s house twenty-two captains.
29 Of the children of Benjamin, Saul’s rel-
atives: three thousand, for until then, the
greatest part of them had kept their alle-
giance to Saul’s house. 30 Of the children
of Ephraim: twenty thousand eight hun-
dred, mighty men of valor, famous men in
their fathers’ houses. 31Of the half-tribe of
Manasseh: eighteen thousand, who were
mentioned by name, to come and make
David king. 32 Of the children of Issachar,
men who had understanding of the times,
to knowwhat Israel ought to do, their heads
were two hundred; and all their brothers
were at their command. 33OfZebulun, such
as were able to go out in the army, who
could set the battle in array with all kinds
of instruments of war: fifty thousand who
could command and were not of double
heart. 34 Of Naphtali: one thousand cap-
tains, and with them with shield and spear
thirty-seven thousand. 35 Of the Danites
who could set the battle in array: twenty-
eight thousand six hundred. 36 Of Asher,
such aswere able to go out in the army,who
could set thebattle inarray: forty thousand.
37 On the other side of the Jordan, of the
Reubenites, the Gadites, and of the half-
tribe of Manasseh, with all kinds of instru-
ments of war for the battle: one hundred
twenty thousand.

38 All these were men of war who could
order the battle array, and came with a
perfect heart to Hebron tomake David king

over all Israel; and all the rest also of Is-
rael were of one heart to make David king.
39 They were there with David three days,
eating and drinking; for their brothers had
supplied provisions for them. 40Moreover
those who were near to them, as far as
Issachar, Zebulun, and Naphtali, brought
bread on donkeys, on camels, on mules,
and on oxen: supplies of flour, cakes of
figs, clusters of raisins, wine, oil, cattle, and
sheep in abundance; for there was joy in
Israel.

13
1 David consulted with the captains of

thousands and of hundreds, even with ev-
ery leader. 2David said to all the assembly
of Israel, “If it seems good to you, and if
it is of the LORD our God, let’s send word
everywhere to our brothers who are left
in all the land of Israel, with whom the
priests and Levites are in their cities that
have pasture lands, that they may gather
themselves tous. 3Also, let’sbring thearkof
our God back to us again, for we didn’t seek
it in the days of Saul.”

4All the assembly said that theywould do
so, for the thing was right in the eyes of all
the people. 5 So David assembled all Israel
together, from the Shihor River of Egypt
even to the entrance of Hamath, to bring
God’s ark from Kiriath Jearim.

6David went up with all Israel to Baalah,
that is, to Kiriath Jearim, which belonged
to Judah, to bring up from there God the
LORD’s ark that sits above the cherubim,
that is called by the Name. 7 They car-
ried God’s ark on a new cart, and brought
it out of Abinadab’s house; and Uzza and
Ahio drove the cart. 8 David and all Is-
rael played before God with all their might,
even with songs, with harps, with stringed
instruments, with tambourines, with cym-
bals, and with trumpets.

9When they came to Chidon’s threshing
floor, Uzza put out his hand to hold the
ark, for the oxen stumbled. 10 The LORD’s
anger burned against Uzza, and he struck
him because he put his hand on the ark;
and he died there before God. 11David was
displeased, because the LORD had broken
out against Uzza. He called that place Perez
Uzza, to this day. 12David was afraid of God
that day, saying, “How can I bring God’s ark
home to me?” 13 So David didn’t move the
ark with him into David’s city, but carried
it aside into Obed-Edom the Gittite’s house.
14 God’s ark remained with the family of
Obed-Edom in his house threemonths; and
the LORD blessed Obed-Edom’s house and
all that he had.
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14
1Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers to

David with cedar trees, masons, and car-
penters, to build him a house. 2David per-
ceived that the LORD had established him
king over Israel, for his kingdomwashighly
exalted, for his people Israel’s sake.

3 David took more wives in Jerusalem,
and David became the father of more sons
and daughters. 4These are the names of the
childrenwhomhe had in Jerusalem: Sham-
mua, Shobab, Nathan, Solomon, 5 Ibhar,
Elishua, Elpelet, 6 Nogah, Nepheg, Japhia,
7Elishama, Beeliada, and Eliphelet.

8 When the Philistines heard that David
was anointed king over all Israel, all the
Philistines went up to seek David; and
David heard of it, and went out against
them. 9 Now the Philistines had come
and made a raid in the valley of Rephaim.
10David inquired of God, saying, “Shall I go
up against the Philistines? Will you deliver
them into my hand?”
The LORD said to him, “Go up; for I will

deliver them into your hand.”
11 So they came up to Baal Perazim, and

David defeated them there. David said,
God has broken my enemies by my hand,
like waters breaking out. Therefore they
called thenameof that placeBaal Perazim.*
12They left their gods there; andDavid gave
a command, and they were burned with
fire.

13 The Philistines made another raid in
the valley. 14 David inquired again of God;
and God said to him, “You shall not go up
after them. Turn away from them, and
come on them opposite the mulberry trees.
15When you hear the sound of marching in
the tops of the mulberry trees, then go out
to battle; for God has gone out before you to
strike the army of the Philistines.”

16David did as God commanded him; and
they attacked the army of the Philistines
from Gibeon even to Gezer. 17 The fame of
Davidwent out into all lands; and the LORD
brought the fear of him on all nations.

15
1 David made himself houses in David’s

city; and he prepared a place for God’s ark,
and pitched a tent for it. 2 Then David said,
“No one ought to carry God’s ark but the
Levites. For the LORD has chosen them
to carry God’s ark, and to minister to him
forever.”

3David assembled all Israel at Jerusalem,
to bring up the LORD’s ark to its place,
which he had prepared for it. 4 David
gathered together the sons of Aaron and

the Levites: 5 of the sons of Kohath, Uriel
the chief, and his brothers one hundred
twenty; 6 of the sons of Merari, Asaiah
the chief, and his brothers two hundred
twenty; 7 of the sons of Gershom, Joel the
chief, and his brothers one hundred thirty;
8 of the sons of Elizaphan, Shemaiah the
chief, and his brothers two hundred; 9 of
the sons of Hebron, Eliel the chief, and his
brothers eighty; 10 of the sons of Uzziel,
Amminadab the chief, and his brothers one
hundred twelve.

11 David called for Zadok and Abiathar
the priests, and for the Levites: for Uriel,
Asaiah, Joel, Shemaiah, Eliel, and Ammi-
nadab, 12 and said to them, “You are the
heads of the fathers’ households of the
Levites. Sanctify yourselves, both you and
yourbrothers, that youmaybring thearkof
the LORD, the God of Israel, up to the place
that I have prepared for it. 13 For because
you didn’t carry it at first, the LORD our
God broke out in anger against us, because
we didn’t seek him according to the ordi-
nance.”

14So the priests and the Levites sanctified
themselves to bring up the ark of the LORD,
the God of Israel. 15 The children of the
Levites bore God’s ark on their shoulders
with its poles, as Moses commanded ac-
cording to the LORD’s word.

16 David spoke to the chief of the Levites
to appoint their brothers as singers with in-
struments of music, stringed instruments,
harps, and cymbals, sounding aloud and
lifting up their voices with joy. 17 So
the Levites appointed Heman the son of
Joel; and of his brothers, Asaph the son
of Berechiah; and of the sons of Merari
their brothers, Ethan the son of Kushaiah;
18 and with them their brothers of the sec-
ond rank: Zechariah, Ben, Jaaziel, Shemi-
ramoth, Jehiel, Unni, Eliab, Benaiah, Maa-
seiah, Mattithiah, Eliphelehu, Mikneiah,
Obed-Edom, and Jeiel, the doorkeepers.
19So the singers, Heman, Asaph, and Ethan,
were given cymbals of bronze to sound
aloud; 20 and Zechariah, Aziel, Shemi-
ramoth, Jehiel, Unni, Eliab, Maaseiah, and
Benaiah, with stringed instruments set to
Alamoth; 21 and Mattithiah, Eliphelehu,
Mikneiah, Obed-Edom, Jeiel, and Azaziah,
with harps tuned to the eight-stringed lyre,
to lead. 22 Chenaniah, chief of the Levites,
was over the singing. He taught the singers,
because he was skillful. 23 Berechiah and
Elkanah were doorkeepers for the ark.
24 Shebaniah, Joshaphat, Nethanel, Ama-
sai, Zechariah, Benaiah, and Eliezer, the
priests, blew the trumpets beforeGod’s ark;

* 14:11 “Baal Perazim” means “The Lord who breaks out”.
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andObed-Edomand Jehiahweredoorkeep-
ers for the ark.

25 So David, the elders of Israel, and the
captains over thousands went to bring the
ark of the LORD’s covenant up out of the
house of Obed-Edom with joy. 26 When
God helped the Levites who bore the ark
of the LORD’s covenant, they sacrificed
seven bulls and seven rams. 27 David was
clothedwith a robe of fine linen, aswere all
the Levites who bore the ark, the singers,
and Chenaniah the choir master with the
singers; and David had an ephod of linen
on him. 28 Thus all Israel brought the ark
of the LORD’s covenant up with shouting,
with sound of the cornet, with trumpets,
and with cymbals, sounding aloud with
stringed instruments and harps. 29 As the
ark of the LORD’s covenant came to David’s
city, Michal the daughter of Saul looked out
at thewindow, and saw king David dancing
and playing; and she despised him in her
heart.

16
1 They brought in God’s ark, and set it

in the middle of the tent that David had
pitched for it; and they offered burnt of-
ferings and peace offerings before God.
2 When David had finished offering the
burnt offering and the peace offerings, he
blessed the people in the LORD’s name. 3He
gave to everyone of Israel, both man and
woman, to everyone a loaf of bread, a por-
tion of meat, and a cake of raisins.

4 He appointed some of the Levites to
minister before the LORD’s ark, and to
commemorate, to thank, and to praise the
LORD, the God of Israel: 5 Asaph the chief,
and second to him Zechariah, then Jeiel,
Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Mattithiah, Eliab, Be-
naiah, Obed-Edom, and Jeiel, with stringed
instruments and with harps; and Asaph
with cymbals, sounding aloud; 6with Bena-
iah and Jahaziel the priests with trumpets
continually, before the ark of the covenant
of God.

7 Then on that day David first ordained
giving of thanks to the LORD by the hand of
Asaph and his brothers.
8Oh give thanks to the LORD.

Call on his name.
Make what he has done known among
the peoples.

9 Sing to him.
Sing praises to him.
Tell of all his marvelous works.

10Glory in his holy name.
Let the heart of those who seek the
LORD rejoice.

11 Seek the LORD and his strength.

Seek his face forever more.
12 Remember his marvelous works that he

has done,
his wonders, and the judgments of his
mouth,

13you offspring* of Israel his servant,
you children of Jacob, his chosen ones.

14He is the LORD our God.
His judgments are in all the earth.

15Remember his covenant forever,
the word which he commanded to a
thousand generations,

16 the covenant which he made with
Abraham,

his oath to Isaac.
17He confirmed it to Jacob for a statute,

and to Israel for an everlasting
covenant,

18saying, “Iwill giveyou the landofCanaan,
The lot of your inheritance,”
19 when you were but a few men in
number,

yes, very few, and foreigners in it.
20They went about from nation to nation,

from one kingdom to another people.
21He allowed noman to do themwrong.

Yes, he reproved kings for their sakes,
22 “Don’t touchmy anointed ones!

Domy prophets no harm!”
23 Sing to the LORD, all the earth!

Display his salvation from day to day.
24Declare his glory among the nations,

and hismarvelousworks among all the
peoples.

25 For great is the LORD, and greatly to be
praised.

He also is to be feared above all gods.
26For all the gods of the peoples are idols,

but the LORDmade the heavens.
27Honor andmajesty are before him.

Strength and gladness are in his place.

28 Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the
peoples,

ascribe to the LORDglory and strength!
29 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due to his

name.
Bring an offering, and come before
him.

Worship the LORD in holy array.
30Tremble before him, all the earth.

The world also is established that it
can’t be moved.

31Let the heavens be glad,
and let the earth rejoice!
Let them say among the nations, “The
LORD reigns!”

32Let the sea roar, and its fullness!
Let the field exult, and all that is in it!

* 16:13 or, seed
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33 Then the trees of the forest will sing for
joy before the LORD,

for he comes to judge the earth.
34Ohgive thanks to theLORD, forhe is good,

for his loving kindness endures for-
ever.

35 Say, “Save us, God of our salvation!
Gather us together and deliver us from
the nations,

to give thanks to your holy name,
to triumph in your praise.”

36Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel,
from everlasting even to everlasting.

All the people said, “Amen,” and praised
the LORD.

37 So he left Asaph and his brothers there
before the ark of the LORD’s covenant, to
minister before the ark continually, as ev-
ery day’swork required; 38andObed-Edom
with their sixty-eight relatives; Obed-Edom
also the son of Jeduthun and Hosah to be
doorkeepers; 39 and Zadok the priest and
his brothers the priests, before the LORD’s
tabernacle in the high place that was at
Gibeon, 40 to offer burnt offerings to the
LORD on the altar of burnt offering contin-
uallymorning and evening, even according
to all that is written in the LORD’s law,
which he commanded to Israel; 41 and with
them Heman and Jeduthun and the rest
who were chosen, who were mentioned
by name, to give thanks to the LORD, be-
cause his loving kindness endures forever;
42andwith themHemanand Jeduthunwith
trumpets and cymbals for those that should
sound aloud, and with instruments for the
songs of God, and the sons of Jeduthun to
be at the gate. 43 All the people departed,
each man to his house; and David returned
to bless his house.

17
1 When David was living in his house,

David said to Nathan the prophet, “Behold,
I live in a cedar house, but the ark of the
LORD’s covenant is in a tent.”

2 Nathan said to David, “Do all that is in
your heart; for God is with you.”

3 That same night, the word of God came
to Nathan, saying, 4 “Go and tell David my
servant, ‘The LORD says, “You shall not
buildme a house to dwell in; 5 for I have not
lived in a house since the day that I brought
up Israel to this day, but have gone from
tent to tent, and from one tent to another.
6 In all places in which I have walked with
all Israel, did I speak awordwith any of the
judges of Israel, whom I commanded to be
shepherd of my people, saying, ‘Why have
you not built me a house of cedar?’ ” ’

7 “Now therefore, you shall tell my ser-
vant David, ‘The LORD of Armies says, “I

took you from the sheep pen, from follow-
ing the sheep, to be prince over my people
Israel. 8 I have been with you wherever
you have gone, and have cut off all your
enemies from before you. I will make you
a name like the name of the great ones who
are in the earth. 9 I will appoint a place
for my people Israel, and will plant them,
that they may dwell in their own place,
and be moved no more. The children of
wickedness will not waste them any more,
as at thefirst, 10and from theday that I com-
manded judges to be overmy people Israel.
I will subdue all your enemies. Moreover
I tell you that the LORD will build you a
house. 11 It will happen, when your days
are fulfilled that you must go to be with
your fathers, that Iwill setupyouroffspring
after you, who will be of your sons; and I
will establish his kingdom. 12He will build
me a house, and I will establish his throne
forever. 13 I will be his father, and he will
be my son. I will not take my loving kind-
ness away from him, as I took it from him
who was before you; 14but I will settle him
in my house and in my kingdom forever.
His throne will be established forever.” ’ ”
15According to all these words, and accord-
ing to all this vision, so Nathan spoke to
David.

16 Then David the king went in and sat
before the LORD; and he said, “Who am I,
LORD God, and what is my house, that you
have brought me this far? 17 This was a
small thing in your eyes, O God, but you
have spoken of your servant’s house for a
great while to come, and have respected
me according to the standard of a man
of high degree, LORD God. 18 What can
David say yet more to you concerning the
honor which is done to your servant? For
you know your servant. 19 LORD, for your
servant’s sake, and according to your own
heart, you have done all this greatness, to
makeknownall these great things. 20LORD,
there is no one like you, neither is there
any God besides you, according to all that
we have heard with our ears. 21 What
one nation in the earth is like your peo-
ple Israel, whom God went to redeem to
himself for a people, to make you a name
by great and awesome things, in driving
out nations from before your people whom
you redeemed out of Egypt? 22 For you
made your people Israel your own people
forever; and you, LORD, became their God.
23 Now, LORD, let the word that you have
spoken concerning your servant, and con-
cerning his house, be established forever,
and do as you have spoken. 24 Let your
name be established and magnified for-
ever, saying, ‘TheLORDofArmies is theGod
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of Israel, even a God to Israel. The house
of David your servant is established before
you.’ 25 For you, my God, have revealed
to your servant that you will build him a
house. Therefore your servant has found
courage to pray before you. 26Now, LORD,
you are God, and have promised this good
thing to your servant. 27Now it has pleased
you to bless the house of your servant, that
itmay continue forever before you; for you,
LORD, have blessed, and it is blessed for-
ever.”

18
1After this, David defeated the Philistines

and subdued them, and took Gath and its
townsout of thehandof thePhilistines. 2He
defeated Moab; and the Moabites became
servants to David and brought tribute.

3 David defeated Hadadezer king of
Zobah, towardHamath, as hewent to estab-
lish his dominion by the river Euphrates.
4 David took from him one thousand
chariots, seven thousand horsemen, and
twenty thousand footmen; and David
hamstrung all the chariot horses, but
reserved of them enough for one hundred
chariots. 5When the Syrians of Damascus
came to help Hadadezer king of Zobah,
David struck twenty-two thousand men of
the Syrians. 6 Then David put garrisons in
Syria of Damascus; and the Syrians became
servants to David and brought tribute.
The LORD gave victory to David wherever
he went. 7 David took the shields of gold
that were on the servants of Hadadezer,
and brought them to Jerusalem. 8 From
Tibhath and from Cun, cities of Hadadezer,
David took very much bronze, with which
Solomon made the bronze sea, the pillars,
and the vessels of bronze.

9 When Tou king of Hamath heard that
David had struck all the army ofHadadezer
king of Zobah, 10 he sent Hadoram his son
to King David to greet him and to bless him,
because he had fought against Hadadezer
and struck him (for Hadadezer had wars
with Tou); and he had with him all kinds
of vessels of gold and silver and bronze.
11 King David also dedicated these to the
LORD, with the silver and the gold that he
carried away from all the nations: from
Edom, from Moab, from the children of
Ammon, from the Philistines, and from
Amalek.

12 Moreover Abishai the son of Zeruiah
struck eighteen thousand of the Edomites
in the Valley of Salt. 13 He put garrisons

in Edom; and all the Edomites became ser-
vants to David. The LORD gave victory to
David wherever he went.

14 David reigned over all Israel; and he
executed justice and righteousness for all
his people. 15 Joab the son of Zeruiah
was over the army; Jehoshaphat the son of
Ahilud was recorder; 16 Zadok the son of
Ahitub and Abimelech the son of Abiathar
were priests; Shavsha was scribe; 17 and
Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was over the
Cherethites and the Pelethites; and the sons
of David were chief officials serving the
king.

19
1 After this, Nahash the king of the chil-

dren of Ammondied, andhis son reigned in
hisplace. 2David said, “Iwill showkindness
to Hanun the son of Nahash, because his
father showed kindness to me.”
So David sentmessengers to comfort him

concerning his father. David’s servants
came into the land of the children of Am-
mon to Hanun to comfort him. 3 But the
princes of the children of Ammon said to
Hanun, “Do you think that David honors
your father, in that he has sent comforters
to you? Haven’t his servants come to you
to search, to overthrow, and to spy out the
land?” 4 So Hanun took David’s servants,
shaved them, and cut off their garments in
the middle at their buttocks, and sent them
away. 5 Then some people went and told
David how the men were treated. He sent
to meet them; for the men were greatly
humiliated. The king said, “Stay at Jericho
until your beards have grown, and then
return.”

6When the children of Ammon saw that
they hadmade themselves odious to David,
Hanunand the childrenofAmmonsent one
thousand talents* of silver to hire chari-
ots and horsemen out of Mesopotamia, out
of Aram-maacah, and out of Zobah. 7 So
they hired for themselves thirty-two thou-
sand chariots, and the king of Maacah with
his people, who came and encamped near
Medeba. The children of Ammon gathered
themselves together from their cities, and
came to battle. 8 When David heard of it,
he sent Joabwith all the army of themighty
men. 9 The children of Ammon came out,
and put the battle in array at the gate of the
city; and the kings who had come were by
themselves in the field.

10Nowwhen Joab saw that the battle was
set against himbefore andbehind, he chose
some of all the choicemen of Israel, and put
them in array against the Syrians. 11 The

* 19:6 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds, so 1000 talents is about 30metric tons
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rest of the people he committed into the
hand of Abishai his brother; and they put
themselves in array against the children of
Ammon. 12He said, “If the Syrians are too
strong for me, then you are to help me; but
if the children of Ammon are too strong for
you, then I will help you. 13Be courageous,
and let’s be strong for our people and for
the cities of our God. May the LORD do that
which seems good to him.”

14 So Joab and the people who were with
him came near to the front of the Syrians
to the battle; and they fled before him.
15 When the children of Ammon saw that
the Syrians had fled, they likewise fled be-
fore Abishai his brother, and entered into
the city. Then Joab came to Jerusalem.

16 When the Syrians saw that they were
defeated by Israel, they sent messengers
and called out the Syrians who were be-
yond the River,†with Shophach the captain
of the army of Hadadezer leading them.
17David was told that, so he gathered all Is-
rael together, passed over the Jordan, came
to them, and set the battle in array against
them. So when David had put the battle
in array against the Syrians, they fought
with him. 18 The Syrians fled before Israel;
and David killed of the Syrian men seven
thousand charioteers and forty thousand
footmen, and also killed Shophach the cap-
tain of the army. 19 When the servants
of Hadadezer saw that they were defeated
by Israel, they made peace with David and
served him. The Syrianswould not help the
children of Ammon anymore.

20
1 At the time of the return of the year,

at the time when kings go out, Joab led
out the army and wasted the country of
the children of Ammon, and came and
besieged Rabbah. But David stayed at
Jerusalem. Joab struck Rabbah, and over-
threw it. 2 David took the crown of their
king fromoffhishead, and found it toweigh
a talent of gold,* and there were precious
stones in it. It was set on David’s head,
and he brought very much plunder out of
the city. 3 He brought out the people who
were in it, and had them cut with saws,
with iron picks, and with axes. David did
so to all the cities of the children of Ammon.
Then David and all the people returned to
Jerusalem.

4 After this, war arose at Gezer with the
Philistines. Then Sibbecai the Hushathite
killed Sippai, of the sons of the giant; and
they were subdued.

5 Again there was war with the
Philistines; and Elhanan the son of Jair
killed Lahmi the brother of Goliath the
Gittite, the staff of whose spear was like
a weaver’s beam. 6 There was again war
at Gath, where there was a man of great
stature, who had twenty-four fingers and
toes, six on each hand and six on each foot;
andhealsowasborn to thegiant. 7Whenhe
defied Israel, Jonathan the son of Shimea,
David’s brother, killed him. 8 These were
born to the giant in Gath; and they fell by
the hand of David and by the hand of his
servants.

21
1 Satan stood up against Israel, and

moved David to take a census of Israel.
2David said to Joab and to the princes of the
people, “Go, count Israel from Beersheba
even to Dan; and bringmeword, that I may
know howmany there are.”

3 Joab said, “May the LORDmake his peo-
ple a hundred times as many as they are.
But, my lord the king, aren’t they all my
lord’s servants? Why does my lord require
this thing? Whywill he be a cause of guilt to
Israel?”

4Nevertheless the king’s word prevailed
against Joab. Therefore Joab departed and
went throughout all Israel, then came to
Jerusalem. 5 Joabgave the sumof thecensus
of the people to David. All those of Israel
were one million one hundred thousand
men who drew a sword; and in Judah were
four hundred seventy thousand men who
drewasword. 6Buthedidn’t countLevi and
Benjamin among them, for the king’s word
was abominable to Joab.

7 God was displeased with this thing;
therefore he struck Israel. 8 David said to
God, “I have sinned greatly, in that I have
done this thing. But now put away, I beg
you, the iniquity of your servant, for I have
done very foolishly.”

9 The LORD spoke to Gad, David’s seer,
saying, 10 “Go and speak to David, saying,
‘The LORD says, “I offer you three things.
Choose one of them, that I may do it to
you.” ’ ”

11 So Gad came to David and said to him,
“The LORD says, ‘Take your choice: 12either
three years of famine; or three months to
be consumed before your foes, while the
sword of your enemies overtakes you; or
else three days of the sword of the LORD,
even pestilence in the land, and the LORD’s
angel destroying throughout all theborders
of Israel. Now therefore consider what
answer I shall return to himwho sentme.’ ”

† 19:16 or, the Euphrates River * 20:2 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces
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13David said to Gad, “I am in distress. Let
me fall, I pray, into the LORD’s hand, for his
mercies are very great. Don’t letme fall into
man’s hand.”

14So the LORD sent a pestilence on Israel,
and seventy thousand men of Israel fell.
15God sent an angel to Jerusalem to destroy
it. As he was about to destroy, the LORD
saw, and he relented of the disaster, and
said to the destroying angel, “It is enough.
Now withdraw your hand.” the LORD’s
angel was standing by the threshing floor
of Ornan the Jebusite. 16 David lifted up
his eyes, and saw the LORD’s angel stand-
ing between earth and the sky, having a
drawn sword inhis hand stretched out over
Jerusalem.
Then David and the elders, clothed in

sackcloth, fell on their faces. 17David said to
God, “Isn’t it I who commanded the people
to be counted? It is even I who have sinned
and done very wickedly; but these sheep,
what have they done? Please let your hand,
O LORDmy God, be against me and against
my father’s house; but not against your
people, that they should be plagued.”

18 Then the LORD’s angel commanded
Gad to tell David that David should go up
andraiseanaltar to theLORDon the thresh-
ing floor of Ornan the Jebusite. 19 David
went up at the saying of Gad, which he
spoke in the LORD’s name.

20 Ornan turned back and saw the an-
gel; and his four sons who were with him
hid themselves. Now Ornan was threshing
wheat. 21 As David came to Ornan, Ornan
looked and saw David, and went out of
the threshing floor, and bowed himself to
David with his face to the ground.

22 Then David said to Ornan, “Sell me
the place of this threshing floor, that I may
build an altar to the LORD on it. You shall
sell it tome for the full price, that the plague
may be stopped from afflicting the people.”

23Ornan said to David, “Take it for your-
self, and letmy lord thekingdo thatwhich is
good in his eyes. Behold, I give the oxen for
burnt offerings, and the threshing instru-
ments forwood, and thewheat for themeal
offering. I give it all.”

24KingDavid said toOrnan, “No, but Iwill
most certainly buy it for the full price. For
I will not take that which is yours for the
LORD, nor offer a burnt offering that costs
me nothing.”

25 So David gave to Ornan six hundred
shekels* of gold by weight for the place.
26 David built an altar to the LORD there,

and offered burnt offerings and peace of-
ferings, and called on the LORD; and he
answered him from the sky by fire on the
altar of burnt offering.

27 Then the LORD commanded the angel,
and he put his sword back into its sheath.

28 At that time, when David saw that the
LORD had answered him in the threshing
floor of Ornan the Jebusite, then he sacri-
ficed there. 29 For the LORD’s tabernacle,
which Moses made in the wilderness, and
the altar of burnt offering, were at that time
in the high place at Gibeon. 30 But David
couldn’t go before it to inquire of God, for
he was afraid because of the sword of the
LORD’s angel.

22
1 Then David said, “This is the house of

the LORD God, and this is the altar of burnt
offering for Israel.”

2David gave orders to gather together the
foreigners who were in the land of Israel;
and he set masons to cut dressed stones
to build God’s house. 3 David prepared
iron in abundance for the nails for the
doors of the gates and for the couplings,
and bronze in abundance without weight,
4 and cedar trees without number, for the
Sidonians and the people of Tyre brought
cedar trees in abundance to David. 5David
said, “Solomonmy son is young and tender,
and the house that is to be built for the
LORD must be exceedingly magnificent, of
fame and of glory throughout all countries.
I will therefore make preparation for it.”
So David prepared abundantly before his
death. 6Then he called for Solomon his son,
and commanded him to build a house for
the LORD, the God of Israel. 7 David said
to Solomon his son, “As for me, it was in
my heart to build a house to the name of
the LORD my God. 8 But the LORD’s word
came to me, saying, ‘You have shed blood
abundantly andhavemade greatwars. You
shall not build ahouse tomyname, because
you have shed much blood on the earth
in my sight. 9 Behold, a son shall be born
to you, who shall be a man of peace. I
will give him rest from all his enemies all
around; for his name shall be Solomon, and
I will give peace and quietness to Israel
in his days. 10 He shall build a house for
my name; and he will be my son, and I
will be his father; and I will establish the
throne of his kingdom over Israel forever.’
11 Now, my son, may the LORD be with
you and prosper you, and build the house
of the LORD your God, as he has spoken
concerning you. 12May the LORD give you

* 21:25 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.32 Troy ounces, so 600 shekels was about 6 kilograms or about 192 Troy
ounces.
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discretion and understanding, and put you
in charge of Israel, so that youmay keep the
law of the LORD your God. 13Then you will
prosper, if you observe to do the statutes
and the ordinances which the LORD gave
Moses concerning Israel. Be strong and
courageous. Don’t be afraid and don’t be
dismayed. 14Now, behold, in my affliction
I have prepared for the LORD’s house one
hundred thousand talents* of gold, onemil-
lion talents† of silver, and bronze and iron
without weight; for it is in abundance. I
have also prepared timber and stone; and
you may add to them. 15 There are also
workmen with you in abundance—cutters
and workers of stone and timber, and all
kinds of men who are skillful in every kind
ofwork; 16of the gold, the silver, the bronze,
and the iron, there is no number. Arise and
be doing, andmay the LORD be with you.”

17David also commanded all the princes
of Israel to help Solomon his son, say-
ing, 18 “Isn’t the LORD your God with you?
Hasn’t he given you rest on every side? For
he has delivered the inhabitants of the land
into my hand; and the land is subdued be-
fore theLORDandbeforehispeople. 19Now
set your heart and your soul to follow the
LORD your God. Arise therefore, and build
the sanctuary of the LORDGod, to bring the
ark of the LORD’s covenant and the holy
vessels of God into the house that is to be
built for the LORD’s name.”

23
1NowDavidwas old and full of days; and

he made Solomon his son king over Israel.
2 He gathered together all the princes of
Israel,with thepriests and theLevites. 3The
Levites were counted from thirty years old
and upward; and their number by their
polls, man by man, was thirty-eight thou-
sand. 4 David said, “Of these, twenty-four
thousand were to oversee the work of the
LORD’s house, six thousand were officers
and judges, 5 four thousandwere doorkeep-
ers, and four thousand praised the LORD
with the instruments which I made for giv-
ing praise.”

6 David divided them into divisions ac-
cording to the sons of Levi: Gershon, Ko-
hath, andMerari.

7 Of the Gershonites: Ladan and Shimei.
8 The sons of Ladan: Jehiel the chief,
Zetham, and Joel, three. 9 The sons of
Shimei: Shelomoth, Haziel, and Haran,
three. These were the heads of the fathers’
households of Ladan. 10The sons of Shimei:
Jahath, Zina, Jeush, and Beriah. These four

were the sons of Shimei. 11 Jahath was the
chief, and Zizah the second; but Jeush and
Beriah didn’t have many sons; therefore
they becamea fathers’house in one reckon-
ing.

12 The sons of Kohath: Amram, Izhar,
Hebron, and Uzziel, four. 13 The sons of
Amram: Aaron and Moses; and Aaron was
separated that he should sanctify the most
holy things, he and his sons forever, to
burn incense before the LORD, to minister
to him, and to bless in his name forever.
14 But as for Moses the man of God, his
sons were named among the tribe of Levi.
15 The sons of Moses: Gershom and Eliezer.
16 The sons of Gershom: Shebuel the chief.
17The sonofEliezerwasRehabiah the chief;
and Eliezer had no other sons, but the sons
of Rehabiah were very many. 18 The son
of Izhar: Shelomith the chief. 19 The sons
of Hebron: Jeriah the chief, Amariah the
second, Jahaziel the third, and Jekameam
the fourth. 20 The sons of Uzziel: Micah the
chief, and Isshiah the second.

21 The sons of Merari: Mahli and Mushi.
The sons of Mahli: Eleazar and Kish.
22Eleazar died, and hadno sons, but daugh-
ters only; and their relatives, the sons of
Kish, took them as wives. 23 The sons of
Mushi: Mahli, Eder, and Jeremoth, three.

24 These were the sons of Levi after their
fathers’ houses, even the heads of the fa-
thers’ houses of those who were counted
individually, in the number of names by
their polls, who did thework for the service
of the LORD’s house, from twenty years
old and upward. 25 For David said, “The
LORD, theGod of Israel, has given rest to his
people; and he dwells in Jerusalem forever.
26 Also the Levites will no longer need to
carry the tabernacle and all its vessels for
its service.” 27For by the lastwords ofDavid
the sons of Levi were counted, from twenty
years old and upward. 28 For their duty
was to wait on the sons of Aaron for the
service of the LORD’s house—in the courts,
in the rooms, and in thepurifying of all holy
things, even thework of the service of God’s
house; 29 for the show bread also, and for
the fine flour for a meal offering, whether
of unleavened wafers, or of that which is
baked in the pan, or of thatwhich is soaked,
and for all measurements of quantity and
size; 30and to stand everymorning to thank
and praise the LORD, and likewise in the
evening; 31 and to offer all burnt offerings
to the LORD on the Sabbaths, on the new
moons, and on the set feasts, in number ac-
cording to the ordinance concerning them,

* 22:14 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces, so 100,000 talents is about 3 metric tons
† 22:14 about 30,000metric tons
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continually before the LORD; 32 and that
they should keep the duty of the Tent of
Meeting, the duty of the holy place, and the
duty of the sons of Aaron their brothers for
the service of the LORD’s house.

24
1 These were the divisions of the sons of

Aaron. The sons of Aaron: Nadab, Abihu,
Eleazar, and Ithamar. 2 But Nadab and
Abihu died before their father, and had
no children; therefore Eleazar and Ithamar
served as priests. 3 David, with Zadok of
the sons of Eleazar and Ahimelech of the
sons of Ithamar, divided them according to
their ordering in their service. 4Therewere
more chiefmen foundof the sons of Eleazar
than of the sons of Ithamar; and they were
divided like this: of the sonsofEleazar there
were sixteen, heads of fathers’ houses; and
of the sons of Ithamar, according to their
fathers’ houses, eight. 5 Thus they were di-
vided impartially by drawing lots; for there
were princes of the sanctuary and princes
of God, both of the sons of Eleazar, and of
the sons of Ithamar. 6 Shemaiah the son of
Nethanel the scribe,whowas of the Levites,
wrote them in the presence of the king,
the princes, Zadok the priest, Ahimelech
the son of Abiathar, and the heads of the
fathers’ households of the priests and of the
Levites; one fathers’ house being taken for
Eleazar, and one taken for Ithamar.

7Now the first lot came out to Jehoiarib,
the second to Jedaiah, 8 the third to Harim,
the fourth to Seorim, 9 the fifth to Malchi-
jah, the sixth to Mijamin, 10 the seventh to
Hakkoz, the eighth to Abijah, 11 the ninth
to Jeshua, the tenth to Shecaniah, 12 the
eleventh to Eliashib, the twelfth to Jakim,
13 the thirteenth to Huppah, the fourteenth
to Jeshebeab, 14 the fifteenth to Bilgah, the
sixteenth to Immer, 15 the seventeenth to
Hezir, the eighteenth to Happizzez, 16 the
nineteenth to Pethahiah, the twentieth to
Jehezkel, 17 the twenty-first to Jachin, the
twenty-second to Gamul, 18 the twenty-
third to Delaiah, and the twenty-fourth to
Maaziah. 19This was their ordering in their
service, to come into the LORD’s house ac-
cording to the ordinance given to them by
Aaron their father, as the LORD, the God of
Israel, had commanded him.

20 Of the rest of the sons of Levi: of the
sons of Amram, Shubael; of the sons of
Shubael, Jehdeiah. 21 Of Rehabiah: of the
sons of Rehabiah, Isshiah the chief. 22 Of
the Izharites, Shelomoth; of the sons of Sh-
elomoth, Jahath. 23 The sons of Hebron:
Jeriah, Amariah the second, Jahaziel the
third, and Jekameam the fourth. 24 The
sons of Uzziel: Micah; of the sons of Micah,

Shamir. 25 The brother of Micah: Isshiah;
of the sons of Isshiah, Zechariah. 26 The
sons of Merari: Mahli and Mushi. The son
of Jaaziah: Beno. 27 The sons of Merari by
Jaaziah: Beno, Shoham, Zaccur, and Ibri.
28Of Mahli: Eleazar, who had no sons. 29Of
Kish, the son of Kish: Jerahmeel. 30 The
sons of Mushi: Mahli, Eder, and Jerimoth.
These were the sons of the Levites after
their fathers’ houses. 31These likewise cast
lots evenas their brothers the sons ofAaron
in the presence of David the king, Zadok,
Ahimelech, and the heads of the fathers’
households of the priests and of the Levites,
the fathers’ households of the chief even as
those of his younger brother.

25
1Moreover, David and the captains of the

army set apart for the service certain of
the sons of Asaph, of Heman, and of Je-
duthun, who were to prophesy with harps,
with stringed instruments, and with cym-
bals. The number of those who did the
work according to their servicewas: 2of the
sons of Asaph: Zaccur, Joseph, Nethaniah,
and Asharelah. The sons of Asaph were
under the hand of Asaph, who prophesied
at the order of the king. 3 Of Jeduthun,
the sons of Jeduthun: Gedaliah, Zeri, Je-
shaiah, Shimei, Hashabiah, andMattithiah,
six, under the hands of their father Je-
duthun, who prophesied in giving thanks
and praising the LORD with the harp. 4 Of
Heman, the sons of Heman: Bukkiah, Mat-
taniah, Uzziel, Shebuel, Jerimoth, Hana-
niah, Hanani, Eliathah, Giddalti, Romamti-
Ezer, Joshbekashah, Mallothi, Hothir, and
Mahazioth. 5 All these were the sons of
Heman the king’s seer in the words of God,
to lift up the horn. God gave to Heman
fourteen sons and three daughters. 6 All
these were under the hands of their father
for song in the LORD’s house, with cymbals,
stringed instruments, and harps, for the
service of God’s house: Asaph, Jeduthun,
and Heman being under the order of the
king. 7 The number of them, with their
brothers who were instructed in singing to
the LORD, even all who were skillful, was
two hundred eighty-eight. 8 They cast lots
for theiroffices, all alike, the small aswell as
the great, the teacher aswell as the student.

9Now the first lot came out for Asaph to
Joseph; the second to Gedaliah, he and his
brothers and sons were twelve; 10 the third
to Zaccur, his sons and his brothers, twelve;
11 the fourth to Izri, his sons and his broth-
ers, twelve; 12 the fifth to Nethaniah, his
sons and his brothers, twelve; 13 the sixth to
Bukkiah, his sons and his brothers, twelve;
14 the seventh to Jesharelah, his sonsandhis
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brothers, twelve; 15 the eighth to Jeshaiah,
his sons and his brothers, twelve; 16 the
ninth to Mattaniah, his sons and his broth-
ers, twelve; 17 the tenth to Shimei, his sons
and his brothers, twelve; 18 the eleventh to
Azarel, his sons and his brothers, twelve;
19 the twelfth to Hashabiah, his sons and
his brothers, twelve; 20 for the thirteenth,
Shubael, his sons and his brothers, twelve;
21 for the fourteenth, Mattithiah, his sons
and his brothers, twelve; 22 for the fifteenth
to Jeremoth, his sons and his brothers,
twelve; 23 for the sixteenth to Hananiah,
his sons and his brothers, twelve; 24 for
the seventeenth to Joshbekashah, his sons
and his brothers, twelve; 25 for the eigh-
teenth to Hanani, his sons and his brothers,
twelve; 26 for the nineteenth to Mallothi,
his sons and his brothers, twelve; 27 for
the twentieth to Eliathah, his sons and his
brothers, twelve; 28 for the twenty-first to
Hothir, his sons and his brothers, twelve;
29 for the twenty-second to Giddalti, his
sons and his brothers, twelve; 30 for the
twenty-third toMahazioth, his sons and his
brothers, twelve; 31 for the twenty-fourth
to Romamti-Ezer, his sons and his brothers,
twelve.

26
1 For the divisions of the doorkeepers:

of the Korahites, Meshelemiah the son of
Kore, of the sons of Asaph. 2Meshelemiah
had sons: Zechariah the firstborn, Jediael
the second, Zebadiah the third, Jathniel
the fourth, 3 Elam the fifth, Jehohanan the
sixth, and Eliehoenai the seventh. 4 Obed-
Edom had sons: Shemaiah the firstborn,
Jehozabad the second, Joah the third, Sacar
the fourth, Nethanel the fifth, 5Ammiel the
sixth, Issachar the seventh, and Peullethai
the eighth; for God blessed him. 6 Sons
were also born to Shemaiah his son, who
ruled over the house of their father; for
they were mighty men of valor. 7 The sons
of Shemaiah: Othni, Rephael, Obed, and
Elzabad, whose relativeswere valiantmen,
Elihu, and Semachiah. 8 All these were
of the sons of Obed-Edom with their sons
and their brothers, able men in strength
for the service: sixty-two of Obed-Edom.
9Meshelemiahhad sons andbrothers, eigh-
teen valiant men. 10Also Hosah, of the chil-
dren of Merari, had sons: Shimri the chief
(for though he was not the firstborn, yet
his father made him chief), 11 Hilkiah the
second, Tebaliah the third, and Zechariah
the fourth. All the sons and brothers of
Hosah were thirteen.

12Of these were the divisions of the door-
keepers, even of the chief men, having of-
fices like their brothers, to minister in the

LORD’s house. 13They cast lots, the small as
well as the great, according to their fathers’
houses, for every gate. 14 The lot eastward
fell to Shelemiah. Then for Zechariah his
son, a wise counselor, they cast lots; and his
lot came out northward. 15 To Obed-Edom
southward; and to his sons the storehouse.
16To Shuppim and Hosah westward, by the
gate of Shallecheth, at the causeway that
goes up, watchman opposite watchman.
17 Eastward were six Levites, northward
four a day, southward four a day, and for
the storehouse two and two. 18 For Parbar
westward, four at the causeway, and two at
Parbar. 19 These were the divisions of the
doorkeepers; of the sons of the Korahites,
and of the sons of Merari.

20 Of the Levites, Ahijah was over the
treasures of God’s house and over the trea-
sures of the dedicated things. 21 The sons
of Ladan, the sons of the Gershonites be-
longing to Ladan, the heads of the fathers’
households belonging to Ladan the Ger-
shonite: Jehieli. 22 The sons of Jehieli:
Zetham, and Joel his brother, over the trea-
sures of the LORD’s house. 23 Of the Am-
ramites, of the Izharites, of the Hebronites,
of the Uzzielites: 24 Shebuel the son of Ger-
shom, the son of Moses, was ruler over
the treasuries. 25 His brothers: of Eliezer,
Rehabiah his son, and Jeshaiah his son,
and Joram his son, and Zichri his son, and
Shelomoth his son. 26 This Shelomoth and
his brothers were over all the treasuries of
the dedicated things, which David the king,
and the heads of the fathers’ households,
the captains over thousands and hundreds,
and the captains of the army, had dedi-
cated. 27 They dedicated some of the plun-
der won in battles to repair the LORD’s
house. 28 All that Samuel the seer, Saul the
son of Kish, Abner the son of Ner, and Joab
the son of Zeruiah had dedicated, whoever
had dedicated anything, it was under the
hand of Shelomoth and of his brothers.

29 Of the Izharites, Chenaniah and his
sons were appointed to the outward busi-
ness over Israel, for officers and judges.
30 Of the Hebronites, Hashabiah and his
brothers, one thousand seven hundred
men of valor, had the oversight of Israel
beyond the Jordan westward, for all the
business of the LORD and for the service
of the king. 31 Of the Hebronites, Jerijah
was the chief of the Hebronites, according
to their generations by fathers’ households.
They were sought for in the fortieth year of
the reign of David, andmightymen of valor
were found among them at Jazer of Gilead.
32 His relatives, men of valor, were two
thousand seven hundred, heads of fathers’
households, whom King David made over-
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seers over the Reubenites, the Gadites, and
the half-tribe of the Manassites, for every
matter pertaining to God and for the affairs
of the king.

27
1 Now the children of Israel after their

number, the heads of fathers’ households
and the captains of thousands and of hun-
dreds, and their officers who served the
king in any matter of the divisions which
came in and went out month by month
throughout all the months of the year—of
every division were twenty-four thousand.

2Over thefirst division for thefirstmonth
was Jashobeam the son of Zabdiel. In his
division were twenty-four thousand. 3 He
was of the children of Perez, the chief of all
the captains of the army for the firstmonth.
4 Over the division of the second month
was Dodai the Ahohite and his division,
and Mikloth the ruler; and in his division
were twenty-four thousand. 5 The third
captain of the army for the third month
was Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada the chief
priest. In his division were twenty-four
thousand. 6 This is that Benaiah who was
the mighty man of the thirty and over the
thirty. Of his division was Ammizabad his
son. 7 The fourth captain for the fourth
month was Asahel the brother of Joab, and
Zebadiah his son after him. In his divi-
sion were twenty-four thousand. 8The fifth
captain for the fifth month was Shamhuth
the Izrahite. In his division were twenty-
four thousand. 9 The sixth captain for the
sixth month was Ira the son of Ikkesh the
Tekoite. In his division were twenty-four
thousand. 10 The seventh captain for the
seventh month was Helez the Pelonite, of
the children of Ephraim. In his division
were twenty-four thousand. 11 The eighth
captain for the eighth month was Sibbecai
the Hushathite, of the Zerahites. In his
divisionwere twenty-four thousand. 12The
ninth captain for the ninth month was
Abiezer the Anathothite, of the Benjamites.
In his division were twenty-four thousand.
13The tenthcaptain for the tenthmonthwas
Maharai the Netophathite, of the Zerahites.
In his division were twenty-four thousand.
14 The eleventh captain for the eleventh
month was Benaiah the Pirathonite, of the
children of Ephraim. In his division were
twenty-four thousand. 15 The twelfth cap-
tain for the twelfth month was Heldai the
Netophathite, of Othniel. In his division
were twenty-four thousand.

16 Furthermore over the tribes of Is-
rael: of the Reubenites, Eliezer the son
of Zichri was the ruler; of the Simeonites,
Shephatiah the son of Maacah; 17 of Levi,

Hashabiah the son of Kemuel; of Aaron,
Zadok; 18 of Judah, Elihu, one of the broth-
ers of David; of Issachar, Omri the son of
Michael; 19 of Zebulun, Ishmaiah the son
of Obadiah; of Naphtali, Jeremoth the son
of Azriel; 20 of the children of Ephraim,
Hoshea the son of Azaziah; of the half-tribe
of Manasseh, Joel the son of Pedaiah; 21 of
the half-tribe of Manasseh in Gilead, Iddo
the son of Zechariah; of Benjamin, Jaasiel
the son of Abner; 22 of Dan, Azarel the son
of Jeroham. These were the captains of the
tribes of Israel. 23 But David didn’t take
the number of them from twenty years old
and under, because the LORD had said he
would increase Israel like the stars of the
sky. 24 Joab the son of Zeruiah began to take
a census, but didn’t finish; and wrath came
on Israel for this. The number wasn’t put
into the account in the chronicles of King
David.

25 Over the king’s treasures was Az-
maveth the son of Adiel. Over the treasures
in the fields, in the cities, in the villages,
and in the towers was Jonathan the son of
Uzziah; 26 Over those who did the work of
the field for tillage of the ground was Ezri
the sonofChelub. 27Over thevineyardswas
Shimei the Ramathite. Over the increase of
thevineyards for thewinecellarswasZabdi
the Shiphmite. 28 Over the olive trees and
the sycamore trees thatwere in the lowland
was Baal Hanan the Gederite. Over the cel-
lars of oil was Joash. 29Over the herds that
fed in Sharon was Shitrai the Sharonite.
Over the herds that were in the valleys was
Shaphat the son of Adlai. 30Over the camels
was Obil the Ishmaelite. Over the donkeys
was Jehdeiah the Meronothite. Over the
flocks was Jaziz the Hagrite. 31 All these
were the rulers of the property which was
King David’s.

32 Also Jonathan, David’s uncle, was a
counselor, a man of understanding, and a
scribe. Jehiel the son of Hachmoni was
with the king’s sons. 33Ahithophel was the
king’s counselor. Hushai the Archite was
the king’s friend. 34 After Ahithophel was
Jehoiada the son of Benaiah, and Abiathar.
Joab was the captain of the king’s army.

28
1 David assembled all the princes of Is-

rael, the princes of the tribes, the captains
of the companies who served the king by
division, the captains of thousands, the cap-
tains of hundreds, and the rulers over all
the substance and possessions of the king
and of his sons, with the officers and the
mighty men, even all the mighty men of
valor, to Jerusalem. 2 Then David the king
stood up on his feet and said, “Hear me,
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my brothers and my people! As for me, it
was in my heart to build a house of rest for
the ark of the LORD’s covenant, and for the
footstool of our God; and I had prepared
for the building. 3 But God said to me,
‘You shall not build a house for my name,
because you are a man of war and have
shed blood.’ 4However the LORD, the God
of Israel, chosemeout of all the house ofmy
father to be king over Israel forever. For he
has chosen Judah to be prince; and in the
house of Judah, the house ofmy father; and
among the sons of my father he took plea-
sure in me to make me king over all Israel.
5Of all my sons (for the LORD has givenme
many sons), he has chosen Solomonmy son
to sit on the throne of the LORD’s kingdom
over Israel. 6He said to me, ‘Solomon, your
son, shall build my house and my courts;
for I have chosen him to be my son, and
I will be his father. 7 I will establish his
kingdom forever if he continues to do my
commandments andmy ordinances, as it is
today.’

8Now therefore, in the sight of all Israel,
the LORD’s assembly, and in the audience
of our God, observe and seek out all the
commandments of the LORDyourGod, that
you may possess this good land, and leave
it for an inheritance to your children after
you forever.

9 You, Solomon my son, know the God of
your father, and serve him with a perfect
heart andwith awillingmind; for the LORD
searches all hearts, and understands all the
imaginations of the thoughts. If you seek
him, he will be found by you; but if you
forsake him, he will cast you off forever.
10 Take heed now, for the LORD has chosen
you to build a house for the sanctuary. Be
strong, and do it.”

11 Then David gave to Solomon his son
the plans for the porch of the temple, for
its houses, for its treasuries, for its upper
rooms, for its inner rooms, for the place
of the mercy seat; 12 and the plans of all
that he had by the Spirit, for the courts of
the LORD’s house, for all the surrounding
rooms, for the treasuries of God’s house,
and for the treasuries of the dedicated
things; 13also for the divisions of the priests
and the Levites, for all the work of the
service of the LORD’s house, and for all the
vessels of service in the LORD’s house— 14of
gold by weight for the gold for all vessels
of every kind of service, for all the vessels
of silver by weight, for all vessels of every
kind of service; 15 by weight also for the
lamp stands of gold, and for its lamps, of

gold, by weight for every lamp stand and
for its lamps; and for the lamp stands of
silver, by weight for every lamp stand and
for its lamps, according to the use of every
lamp stand; 16 and the gold by weight for
the tables of show bread, for every table;
and silver for the tables of silver; 17 and
the forks, the basins, and the cups, of pure
gold; and for the golden bowls by weight
for every bowl; and for the silver bowls
by weight for every bowl; 18 and for the
altar of incense, refined gold byweight; and
gold for the plans for the chariot, and the
cherubim that spread out and cover the ark
of the LORD’s covenant. 19 “All this”, David
said, “I have been made to understand in
writing from the LORD’s hand, even all the
works of this pattern.”

20 David said to Solomon his son, “Be
strong and courageous, and do it. Don’t
be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the LORD
God, even my God, is with you. He will
not fail you nor forsake you, until all the
work for the service of the LORD’s house is
finished. 21 Behold, there are the divisions
of the priests and the Levites for all the
service of God’s house. Every willing man
who has skill for any kind of service shall
be with you in all kinds of work. Also the
captains and all the people will be entirely
at your command.”

29
1 David the king said to all the assembly,

“Solomonmyson,whomaloneGodhascho-
sen, is yet young and tender, and the work
is great; for the palace is not for man, but
for the LORD God. 2 Now I have prepared
with all my might for the house of my God
the gold for the things of gold, the silver
for the things of silver, the bronze for the
things of bronze, iron for the things of iron,
and wood for the things of wood, also onyx
stones, stones to be set, stones for inlaid
work of various colors, all kinds of precious
stones, and marble stones in abundance.
3 In addition, because I have set my affec-
tion on the house of my God, since I have a
treasure ofmy own of gold and silver, I give
it to the house of my God, over and above
all that I have prepared for the holy house:
4even three thousand talentsof gold,* of the
gold of Ophir, and seven thousand talents†
of refined silver, with which to overlay the
walls of the houses; 5 of gold for the things
of gold, and of silver for the things of silver,
and for all kinds of work to be made by the
handsof artisans. Who thenofferswillingly
to consecrate himself today to the LORD?”

* 29:4 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces, so 3000 talents is about 90metric tons † 29:4
about 210metric tons
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6 Then the princes of the fathers’ house-
holds, and the princes of the tribes of Is-
rael, and the captains of thousands and of
hundreds, with the rulers over the king’s
work, offered willingly; 7 and they gave for
the service of God’s house of gold five thou-
sand talents‡ and ten thousand darics,§ of
silver ten thousand talents, of bronze eigh-
teen thousand talents, and of iron one hun-
dred thousand talents. 8People with whom
precious stones were found gave them to
the treasure of the LORD’s house, under
the hand of Jehiel the Gershonite. 9 Then
the people rejoiced, because they offered
willingly, because with a perfect heart they
offeredwillingly to theLORD;andDavid the
king also rejoiced with great joy.

10 Therefore David blessed the LORD be-
fore all the assembly; and David said, “You
are blessed, LORD, the God of Israel our
father, forever and ever. 11 Yours, LORD,
is the greatness, the power, the glory, the
victory, and the majesty! For all that is
in the heavens and in the earth is yours.
Yours is the kingdom, LORD, and you are
exalted as head above all. 12 Both riches
and honor come from you, and you rule
over all! In your hand is power and might!
It is in your hand to make great, and to
give strength to all! 13 Now therefore, our
God, we thank you and praise your glorious
name. 14 But who am I, and what is my
people, that we should be able to offer so
willingly as this? For all things come from
you, and we have given you of your own.
15 For we are strangers before you and for-
eigners, as all our fatherswere. Ourdayson
the earth are as a shadow, and there is no
remaining. 16 LORD our God, all this store
that we have prepared to build you a house
for your holy name comes from your hand,
and is all your own. 17 I know also, my God,
that you try the heart and have pleasure in
uprightness. As for me, in the uprightness
ofmyheart I havewillingly offeredall these
things. Now I have seen with joy your peo-
ple, who are present here, offer willingly
to you. 18 LORD, the God of Abraham, of
Isaac, and of Israel, our fathers, keep this
desire forever in the thoughts of the heart
of your people, and prepare their heart for
you; 19andgive to Solomonmysonaperfect
heart, to keep your commandments, your
testimonies, and your statutes, and to do
all these things, and to build the palace, for
which I havemade provision.”

20 Then David said to all the assembly,
“Now bless the LORD your God!”

All the assembly blessed the LORD, the
God of their fathers, and bowed down their
headsandprostrated themselvesbefore the
LORD and the king. 21 They sacrificed sac-
rifices to the LORD and offered burnt offer-
ings to the LORD on the next day after that
day, even one thousand bulls, one thousand
rams, and one thousand lambs, with their
drink offerings and sacrifices in abundance
forall Israel, 22andateanddrankbefore the
LORDon that daywith great gladness. They
made Solomon the son of David king the
second time, and anointed him before the
LORD to be prince, and Zadok to be priest.

23 Then Solomon sat on the throne of the
LORD as king instead of David his father,
and prospered; and all Israel obeyed him.
24 All the princes, the mighty men, and
also all of the sons of King David submitted
themselves to Solomon the king. 25 The
LORD magnified Solomon exceedingly in
the sight of all Israel, and gave to him such
royal majesty as had not been on any king
before him in Israel.

26NowDavid the sonof Jesse reignedover
all Israel. 27 The time that he reigned over
Israel was forty years; he reigned seven
years in Hebron, and he reigned thirty-
three years in Jerusalem. 28 He died at a
good old age, full of days, riches, andhonor;
and Solomon his son reigned in his place.
29Now the acts of David the king, first and
last, behold, they are written in the history
of Samuel the seer, and in the history of
Nathan the prophet, and in the history of
Gad the seer, 30 with all his reign and his
might, and the events that involved him,
Israel, and all the kingdoms of the lands.

‡ 29:7 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces, so 5000 talents is about 150metric tons § 29:7
a daric was a gold coin issued by a Persian king, weighing about 8.4 grams or about 0.27 troy ounces each.
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The Second Book of
Chronicles

1 Solomon the son of David was firmly
established in his kingdom, and the LORD*
his God† was with him, and made him ex-
ceedingly great.

2 Solomon spoke to all Israel, to the cap-
tains of thousands and of hundreds, to the
judges, and to every prince in all Israel, the
heads of the fathers’ households. 3 Then
Solomon, and all the assembly with him,
went to the high place that was at Gibeon;
for God’s Tent of Meeting was there, which
the LORD’s servant Moses had made in
the wilderness. 4 But David had brought
God’s ark up from Kiriath Jearim to the
place that David had prepared for it; for
he had pitched a tent for it at Jerusalem.
5Moreover the bronze altar that Bezalel the
son of Uri, the son of Hur, had made was
there before the LORD’s tabernacle; and
Solomon and the assembly were seeking
counsel there. 6 Solomon went up there to
the bronze altar before the LORD, which
was at the Tent of Meeting, and offered one
thousand burnt offerings on it.

7 That night, God appeared to Solomon
and said to him, “Ask forwhat youwantme
to give you.”

8 Solomon said to God, “You have shown
great loving kindness to David my father,
and havemademe king in his place. 9Now,
LORD God, let your promise to David my
father be established; for you have made
me king over a people like the dust of the
earth in multitude. 10Now give mewisdom
and knowledge, that I may go out and come
in before this people; forwho can judge this
great people of yours?”

11 God said to Solomon, “Because this
was in your heart, and you have not asked
riches, wealth, honor, or the life of those
who hate you, nor yet have you asked for
long life; but have asked for wisdom and
knowledge for yourself, that youmay judge
my people, over whom I have made you
king, 12 therefore wisdom and knowledge
is granted to you. I will give you riches,
wealth, and honor, such as none of the
kings have had who have been before you,
and none after you will have.”

13 So Solomon came from the high place
that was at Gibeon, from before the Tent of

Meeting, to Jerusalem; and he reigned over
Israel.

14 Solomon gathered chariots and horse-
men. He had one thousand four hundred
chariots and twelve thousand horsemen
that he placed in the chariot cities, andwith
the king at Jerusalem. 15 The king made
silver and gold to be as common as stones
in Jerusalem, and he made cedars to be as
common as the sycamore trees that are in
the lowland. 16 The horses which Solomon
had were brought out of Egypt and from
Kue. The king’smerchants purchased them
from Kue. 17 They imported from Egypt
then exported a chariot for six hundred
pieces of silver andahorse for onehundred
fifty.‡ They also exported them to theHittite
kings and the Syrian§ kings.

2
1Now Solomon decided to build a house

for the LORD’s name, and a house for his
kingdom. 2 Solomon counted out seventy
thousandmen tobearburdens, eighty thou-
sand men who were stone cutters in the
mountains, and three thousand six hun-
dred to oversee them.

3Solomon sent toHuram the king of Tyre,
saying, “As you dealt with David my father,
and sent him cedars to build him a house in
which to dwell, so deal with me. 4Behold,*
I am about to build a house for the name
of the LORD my God, to dedicate it to him,
to burn before him incense of sweet spices,
for the continual show bread, and for the
burnt offerings morning and evening, on
the Sabbaths, on thenewmoons, andon the
set feasts of the LORD our God. This is an
ordinance forever to Israel.

5 “The house which I am building will be
great, for our God is greater than all gods.
6 But who is able to build him a house,
since heaven and the heaven of heavens
can’t contain him? Who am I then, that
I should build him a house, except just to
burn incense before him?

7 “Now therefore send me a man skillful
to work in gold, in silver, in bronze, in iron,
and in purple, crimson, and blue, and who
knows how to engrave engravings, to be
with the skillful men who are with me in
Judah and in Jerusalem, whom David my
father provided.

8 “Sendme also cedar trees, cypress trees,
and algum trees out of Lebanon, for I know
that your servants know how to cut timber

* 1:1 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”,
usually pronounced Yahweh). † 1:1 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is “” (Elohim). ‡ 1:17 The pieces of silver
were probably shekels, so 600 pieces would be about 13.2 pounds or 6 kilograms of silver, and 150 would be about 3.3
pounds or 1.5 kilograms of silver. § 1:17 or, Aramean * 2:4 “Behold”, from “”, means look at, take notice, observe,
see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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in Lebanon. Behold, my servants will be
with your servants, 9 even to prepare me
timber in abundance; for the house which
I am about to build will be great and won-
derful. 10 Behold, I will give to your ser-
vants, the cutters who cut timber, twenty
thousand cors† of beaten wheat, twenty
thousandbaths‡ of barley, twenty thousand
baths of wine, and twenty thousand baths
of oil.”

11ThenHuram the king of Tyre answered
in writing, which he sent to Solomon, “Be-
cause the LORD loves his people, he has
made you king over them.” 12Huram con-
tinued, “Blessed be the LORD, the God of
Israel, who made heaven and earth, who
has given to David the king a wise son, en-
dowed with discretion and understanding,
who would build a house for the LORD and
a house for his kingdom.

13 Now I have sent a skillful man, en-
dowed with understanding, Huram-abi,§
14 the son of a woman of the daughters of
Dan; andhis fatherwas amanof Tyre. He is
skillful to work in gold, in silver, in bronze,
in iron, in stone, in timber, in purple, in
blue, in fine linen, and in crimson, also
to engrave any kind of engraving and to
devise any device, that theremay be a place
appointed to him with your skillful men,
and with the skillful men of my lord David
your father.

15 “Now therefore, the wheat, the barley,
the oil, and thewinewhichmy lord has spo-
ken of, let him send to his servants; 16 and
we will cut wood out of Lebanon, as much
as you need. We will bring it to you in rafts
by sea to Joppa; then you shall carry it up to
Jerusalem.”

17 Solomon counted all the foreigners
who were in the land of Israel, after the
census with which David his father had
counted them; and they foundonehundred
fifty-three thousand six hundred. 18He set
seventy thousand of them to bear burdens,
eighty thousand who were stone cutters in
themountains, and three thousand sixhun-
dred overseers to assign the people their
work.

3
1ThenSolomonbegan tobuild theLORD’s

house at Jerusalem on Mount Moriah,
where the LORD appeared to David his
father, which he prepared in the place that

Davidhadappointed, on the threshingfloor
of Ornan the Jebusite. 2He began to build
in the second day of the second month, in
the fourth year of his reign. 3 Now these
are the foundations which Solomon laid
for the building of God’s house: the length
by cubits* after the first measure was sixty
cubits, and the width twenty cubits. 4 The
porch that was in front, its length, across
the width of the house, was twenty cubits,
and the height one hundred twenty; and he
overlaid itwithinwithpure gold. 5Hemade
the larger room with a ceiling of cypress
wood,whichhe overlaidwithfine gold, and
ornamented it with palm trees and chains.
6 He decorated the house with precious
stones for beauty. The gold was gold from
Parvaim. 7He also overlaid the house, the
beams, the thresholds, its walls, and its
doors with gold, and engraved cherubim
on the walls.

8Hemade themost holy place. Its length,
according to the width of the house, was
twenty cubits, and its width twenty cubits;
andheoverlaid itwithfinegold, amounting
to six hundred talents.† 9 The weight of the
nails was fifty shekels‡ of gold. He overlaid
the upper rooms with gold.

10 In the most holy place he made two
cherubim by carving, and they overlaid
them with gold. 11 The wings of the cheru-
bim were twenty cubits long: the wing of
the onewas five cubits, reaching to thewall
of the house; and the other wing was five
cubits, reaching to the wing of the other
cherub. 12 The wing of the other cherub
was five cubits, reaching to the wall of
the house; and the other wing was five
cubits, joining to the wing of the other
cherub. 13 The wings of these cherubim
spread themselves out twenty cubits. They
stood on their feet, and their faces were
toward the house. 14 He made the veil of
blue, purple, crimson, and fine linen, and
ornamented it with cherubim.

15 Also he made before the house two
pillars thirty-five cubits high, and the cap-
ital that was on the top of each of them
was five cubits. 16 He made chains in the
inner sanctuary, and put them on the tops
of the pillars; and he made one hundred
pomegranates, and put them on the chains.
17 He set up the pillars before the temple,
one on the right hand and the other on the

† 2:10 1 cor is the same as a homer, or about 55.9 U. S. gallons (liquid) or 211 liters or 6 bushels, so 20,000 cors of wheat
would weigh about 545 metric tons ‡ 2:10 1 bath is one tenth of a cor, or about 5.6 U. S. gallons or 21 liters or 2.4

pecks. 20,000 baths of barley would weigh about 262 metric tons. § 2:13 or, Huram, my father * 3:3 A cubit is
the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46 centimeters. † 3:8
A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces, so 600 talents is about 18 metric tons ‡ 3:9 A shekel
is about 10 grams or about 0.32 Troy ounces, so 50 shekels was about 0.5 kilograms or about 16 Troy ounces.
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left; and called the name of that on the right
hand Jachin, and thenameof that on the left
Boaz.

4
1Thenhemadeanaltar of bronze, twenty

cubits* long, twenty cubits wide, and ten
cubits high. 2 Also he made the molten
sea† of ten cubits from brim to brim. It
was round, five cubits high, and thirty cu-
bits in circumference. 3 Under it was the
likeness of oxen, which encircled it, for ten
cubits, encircling the sea. The oxen were
in two rows, cast when it was cast. 4 It
stood on twelve oxen, three looking toward
the north, three looking toward the west,
three looking toward the south, and three
looking toward the east; and the seawas set
on them above, and all their hindquarters
were inward. 5 It was a handbreadth thick.
Its brim was made like the brim of a cup,
like the flower of a lily. It received and
held three thousand baths.‡ 6He also made
ten basins, and put five on the right hand
and five on the left, to wash in them. The
things that belonged to the burnt offering
were washed in them, but the sea was for
the priests to wash in.

7Hemade the ten lamp stands of gold ac-
cording to the ordinance concerning them;
and he set them in the temple, five on the
right hand and five on the left. 8He made
also ten tables, and placed them in the tem-
ple, five on the right side and five on the
left. He made one hundred basins of gold.
9 Furthermore he made the court of the
priests, the great court, and doors for the
court, andoverlaid their doorswithbronze.
10 He set the sea on the right side of the
house eastward, toward the south.

11Hurammade the pots, the shovels, and
the basins.
So Huram finished doing the work that

he did for King Solomon in God’s house:
12 the twopillars, thebowls, the two capitals
whichwere on the top of the pillars, the two
networks to cover the twobowls of the capi-
tals thatwereon the topof thepillars, 13and
the four hundred pomegranates for the two
networks—two rows of pomegranates for
each network, to cover the two bowls of the
capitals that were on the pillars. 14He also
made the bases, and he made the basins
on the bases— 15 one sea, and the twelve
oxen under it. 16 Huram-abi§ also made
the pots, the shovels, the forks, and all its
vessels for King Solomon, for the LORD’s
house, of bright bronze. 17 The king cast

them in the plain of the Jordan, in the
clay ground between Succoth and Zeredah.
18 Thus Solomon made all these vessels in
great abundance, so that the weight of the
bronze could not be determined.

19Solomonmade all the vessels thatwere
in God’s house: the golden altar, the tables
with the show bread on them, 20 and the
lamp stands with their lamps to burn ac-
cording to the ordinance before the inner
sanctuary, of pure gold; 21 and the flowers,
the lamps, and the tongs of gold that was
purest gold; 22 and the snuffers, the basins,
the spoons, and the fire pans of pure gold.
As for the entry of the house, its inner doors
for themost holy place and the doors of the
main hall of the temple were of gold.

5
1 Thus all the work that Solomon did for

the LORD’s house was finished. Solomon
brought in the things that David his father
had dedicated, even the silver, the gold,
and all the vessels, and put them in the
treasuries of God’s house.

2 Then Solomon assembled the elders of
Israel and all the heads of the tribes, the
princes of the fathers’ households of the
children of Israel, to Jerusalem, to bring
up the ark of the LORD’s covenant out of
David’s city, which is Zion. 3 So all the
men of Israel assembled themselves to the
king at the feast, which was in the seventh
month. 4All the elders of Israel came. The
Levites took up the ark. 5 They brought
up the ark, the Tent of Meeting, and all
the holy vessels that were in the Tent. The
Levitical priests brought these up. 6 King
Solomon and all the congregation of Israel
who were assembled to him were before
the ark, sacrificing sheep and cattle that
could not be counted or numbered formul-
titude. 7 The priests brought in the ark of
the LORD’s covenant to its place, into the
inner sanctuary of the house, to the most
holy place, even under the wings of the
cherubim. 8 For the cherubim spread out
their wings over the place of the ark, and
the cherubim covered the ark and its poles
above. 9 The poles were so long that the
ends of the poles were seen from the ark in
front of the inner sanctuary, but they were
not seen outside; and it is there to this day.
10 There was nothing in the ark except the
two tabletswhichMoses put there atHoreb,
when the LORD made a covenant with the
children of Israel, when they came out of
Egypt.

* 4:1 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters. † 4:2 or, pool, or, reservoir ‡ 4:5 A bath is about 5.6 U. S. gallons or 21.1 liters, so 3,000 baths is about

16,800 gallons or 63.3 kiloliters. § 4:16 “abi” means “his father”



2 Chronicles 5:11 343 2 Chronicles 6:24

11 When the priests had come out of
the holy place (for all the priests who
were present had sanctified themselves,
and didn’t keep their divisions; 12 also the
Levites who were the singers, all of them,
even Asaph, Heman, Jeduthun, and their
sons and their brothers, arrayed in fine
linen, with cymbals and stringed instru-
ments andharps, stoodat theeast endof the
altar, and with them one hundred twenty
priests sounding with trumpets); 13 when
the trumpeters and singers were as one, to
make one sound to be heard in praising and
thanking theLORD; andwhen they liftedup
their voice with the trumpets and cymbals
and instruments of music, and praised the
LORD, saying,
“For he is good,

for his loving kindness endures for-
ever!”

then the housewas filledwith a cloud, even
theLORD’shouse, 14so that thepriests could
not stand tominister by reasonof the cloud;
for the LORD’s glory filled God’s house.

6
1Then Solomon said, “The LORD has said

that he would dwell in the thick darkness.
2 But I have built you a house and home, a
place for you to dwell in forever.”

3The king turned his face, and blessed all
the assembly of Israel; and all the assembly
of Israel stood.

4Hesaid, “Blessedbe theLORD, theGodof
Israel, who spoke with his mouth to David
my father, and has with his hands fulfilled
it, saying, 5 ‘Since the day that I brought my
people out of the land of Egypt, I chose no
city out of all the tribes of Israel to build a
house in, thatmy namemight be there, and
I chose noman to be prince overmy people
Israel; 6 but now I have chosen Jerusalem,
that my name might be there; and I have
chosen David to be over my people Israel.’
7Now it was in the heart of Davidmy father
to build a house for the name of the LORD,
the God of Israel. 8 But the LORD said to
David my father, ‘Whereas it was in your
heart to build a house formy name, you did
well that itwas in yourheart; 9nevertheless
you shall not build the house, but your son
who will come out of your body, he shall
build the house for my name.’

10 “The LORD has performed his word
that he spoke; for I have risen up in the
place of David my father, and sit on the
throne of Israel, as the LORDpromised, and
have built the house for the name of the
LORD, the God of Israel. 11 There I have set

the ark, in which is the LORD’s covenant,
which hemade with the children of Israel.”

12He stood before the LORD’s altar in the
presence of all the assembly of Israel, and
spread out his hands 13 (for Solomon had
made a bronze platform, five cubits* long,
five cubits wide, and three cubits high, and
had set it in the middle of the court; and
he stood on it, and knelt down on his knees
beforeall theassemblyof Israel, and spread
out his hands toward heaven). 14 Then he
said, “LORD, the God of Israel, there is no
God like you in heaven or on earth—you
who keep covenant and loving kindness
with your servants who walk before you
with all their heart; 15who have kept with
your servant David my father that which
you promised him. Yes, you spoke with
your mouth, and have fulfilled it with your
hand, as it is today.

16 “Now therefore, LORD, the God of Is-
rael, keep with your servant David my fa-
ther that which you have promised him,
saying, ‘There shall not fail you a man in
my sight to sit on the throne of Israel, if
only your children takeheed to theirway, to
walk in my law as you have walked before
me.’ 17 Now therefore, LORD, the God of
Israel, let your word be verified, which you
spoke to your servant David.

18“Butwill God indeeddwellwithmenon
the earth? Behold, heaven and the heaven
of heavens can’t contain you; how much
less this house which I have built! 19 Yet
have respect for the prayer of your servant
and to his supplication, LORD my God, to
listen to the cry and to the prayer which
your servant prays before you; 20 that your
eyes may be open toward this house day
andnight, even toward theplacewhere you
have said that you would put your name,
to listen to the prayer which your servant
will pray toward this place. 21 Listen to the
petitions of your servant andof yourpeople
Israel, when they pray toward this place.
Yes, hear from your dwelling place, even
from heaven; and when you hear, forgive.

22 “If aman sins against his neighbor, and
an oath is laid on him to cause him to swear,
and he comes and swears before your altar
in this house, 23 then hear fromheaven, act,
and judge your servants, bringing retribu-
tion to the wicked, to bring his way on his
own head; and justifying the righteous, to
give him according to his righteousness.

24 “If your people Israel are struck down
before the enemybecause theyhave sinned
against you, and they turn again and con-
fess your name, and pray and make suppli-

* 6:13 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters.
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cation before you in this house, 25 then hear
from heaven, and forgive the sin of your
people Israel, and bring them again to the
land which you gave to them and to their
fathers.

26“When the sky is shut upand there is no
rain because they have sinned against you,
if they pray toward this place and confess
your name, and turn from their sin when
youafflict them, 27 thenhear inheaven, and
forgive the sinofyour servants, yourpeople
Israel, when you teach them the good way
in which they should walk, and send rain
on your land, which you have given to your
people for an inheritance.

28 “If there is famine in the land, if there
is pestilence, if there is blight or mildew,
locust or caterpillar; if their enemies be-
siege them in the land of their cities; what-
ever plague or whatever sickness there
is— 29whatever prayer and supplication is
made by any man, or by all your people
Israel, who will each know his own plague
and his own sorrow, and shall spread out
his hands toward this house, 30 then hear
from heaven your dwelling place and for-
give, and render to every man according
to all his ways, whose heart you know (for
you, even you only, know the hearts of the
children of men), 31 that they may fear you,
to walk in your ways as long as they live in
the land which you gave to our fathers.

32 “Moreover, concerning the foreigner,
who is not of your people Israel, when he
comes from a far country for your great
name’s sake and your mighty hand and
your outstretched arm, when they come
and pray toward this house, 33 then hear
from heaven, even from your dwelling
place, and do according to all that the for-
eigner calls to you for; that all the peoples
of the earth may know your name and fear
you, as do your people Israel, and that they
mayknowthat thishousewhich Ihavebuilt
is called by your name.

34 “If your people go out to battle against
their enemies, by whatever way you send
them, and they pray to you toward this
city which you have chosen, and the house
which I have built for your name; 35 then
hear from heaven their prayer and their
supplication, andmaintain their cause.

36 “If they sin against you (for there is no
man who doesn’t sin), and you are angry
with them and deliver them to the enemy,
so that they carry them away captive to a
land far off or near; 37 yet if they come
to their senses in the land where they are
carried captive, and turn again, and make
supplication to you in the land of their cap-
tivity, saying, ‘We have sinned, we have
done perversely, and have dealt wickedly;’

38 if they return to you with all their heart
and with all their soul in the land of their
captivity, where they have been taken cap-
tive, and pray toward their land which you
gave to their fathers, and the city which
you have chosen, and toward the house
which I have built for your name; 39 then
hear fromheaven, even fromyourdwelling
place, their prayer and their petitions, and
maintain their cause, and forgive your peo-
ple who have sinned against you.

40 “Now, my God, let, I beg you, your eyes
beopen, and let yourearsbeattentive to the
prayer that is made in this place.

41 “Now therefore arise, LORD God, into
your resting place, you, and the ark of your
strength. Let your priests, LORD God, be
clothed with salvation, and let your saints
rejoice in goodness.

42 “LORD God, don’t turn away the face
of your anointed. Remember your loving
kindnesses to David your servant.”

7
1Now when Solomon had finished pray-

ing, fire came down from heaven and con-
sumed the burnt offering and the sacri-
fices; and the LORD’s glory filled the house.
2Thepriests couldnot enter into theLORD’s
house, because the LORD’s glory filled the
LORD’s house. 3 All the children of Israel
looked on, when the fire came down, and
the LORD’s glory was on the house. They
bowed themselves with their faces to the
ground on the pavement, worshiped, and
gave thanks to the LORD, saying,
“For he is good,

for his loving kindness endures for-
ever!”

4Then the king and all the people offered
sacrifices before the LORD. 5King Solomon
offered a sacrifice of twenty-two thousand
head of cattle and a hundred twenty thou-
sand sheep. So the king and all the people
dedicated God’s house. 6 The priests stood,
according to theirpositions; theLevites also
with instruments of music of the LORD,
which David the king had made to give
thanks to the LORD, when David praised by
their ministry, saying “For his loving kind-
ness endures forever.” The priests sounded
trumpets before them; and all Israel stood.

7 Moreover Solomon made the middle
of the court that was before the LORD’s
house holy; for there he offered the burnt
offerings and the fat of the peace offerings,
because the bronze altar which Solomon
hadmadewas not able to receive the burnt
offering, the meal offering, and the fat.

8 So Solomon held the feast at that time
for seven days, and all Israel with him, a
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very great assembly, from the entrance of
Hamath to the brook of Egypt.

9 On the eighth day, they held a solemn
assembly; for they kept the dedication of
the altar seven days, and the feast seven
days. 10 On the twenty-third day of the
seventh month, he sent the people away
to their tents, joyful and glad of heart for
the goodness that the LORD had shown to
David, to Solomon, and to Israel his people.

11 Thus Solomon finished the LORD’s
house and the king’s house; and he
successfully completed all that came into
Solomon’s heart to make in the LORD’s
house and in his own house.

12 Then the LORD appeared to Solomon
by night, and said to him, “I have heard
your prayer, and have chosen this place for
myself for a house of sacrifice.

13 “If I shut up the sky so that there is no
rain, or if I command the locust to devour
the land, or if I send pestilence among my
people, 14 ifmypeoplewho are called bymy
name will humble themselves, pray, seek
my face, and turn from their wicked ways,
then I will hear from heaven, will forgive
their sin, andwillheal their land. 15Nowmy
eyes will be open and my ears attentive to
prayer that ismade in this place. 16For now
I have chosen and made this house holy,
thatmynamemaybe there forever; andmy
eyes andmyheartwill be there perpetually.

17 “As for you, if you will walk before me
asDavidyour fatherwalked, anddoaccord-
ing to all that I have commanded you, and
will keep my statutes and my ordinances,
18 then I will establish the throne of your
kingdom, according as I covenanted with
David your father, saying, ‘There shall not
fail you aman to be ruler in Israel.’

19 But if you turn away and forsake my
statutes and my commandments which I
have set before you, and go and serve other
gods and worship them, 20 then I will pluck
them up by the roots out of my land which
I have given them; and this house, which I
havemade holy formy name, I will cast out
ofmy sight, and Iwillmake it a proverb and
a byword among all peoples. 21 This house,
which is so high, everyone who passes by
it will be astonished and say, ‘Why has the
LORD done this to this land and to this
house?’ 22They shall answer, ‘Because they
abandoned the LORD, the God of their fa-
thers, who brought them out of the land
of Egypt, and took other gods, worshiped
them, and served them. Therefore he has
brought all this evil on them.’ ”

8
1 At the end of twenty years, in which

Solomonhadbuilt theLORD’shouseandhis
own house, 2Solomon built the cities which
Huram had given to Solomon, and caused
the children of Israel to dwell there.

3 Solomon went to Hamath Zobah, and
prevailed against it. 4 He built Tadmor in
the wilderness, and all the storage cities,
which he built in Hamath. 5 Also he built
Beth Horon the upper and Beth Horon the
lower, fortified cities with walls, gates, and
bars; 6andBaalath, andall the storage cities
that Solomon had, and all the cities for his
chariots, the cities for his horsemen, and
all that Solomon desired to build for his
pleasure in Jerusalem, in Lebanon, and in
all the land of his dominion.

7 As for all the people who were left of
theHittites, theAmorites, thePerizzites, the
Hivites, and the Jebusites, who were not
of Israel— 8 of their children who were left
after them in the land, whom the children
of Israel didn’t consume—of them Solomon
conscripted forced labor to this day. 9 But
of the children of Israel, Solomon made no
servants for his work, but they were men
of war, chief of his captains, and rulers of
his chariots and of his horsemen. 10 These
were the chief officers of King Solomon,
even two-hundred fifty, who ruled over the
people.

11 Solomon brought up Pharaoh’s daugh-
ter out of David’s city to the house that he
had built for her; for he said, “My wife
shall not dwell in the house of David king of
Israel, because the placeswhere the LORD’s
ark has come are holy.”

12 Then Solomon offered burnt offerings
to the LORD on the LORD’s altar which he
had built before the porch, 13 even as the
duty of everyday required, offering accord-
ing to the commandment of Moses on the
Sabbaths, on the new moons, and on the
set feasts, three times per year, during the
feast of unleavened bread, during the feast
of weeks, and during the feast of booths.*

14 He appointed, according to the ordi-
nance of David his father, the divisions of
the priests to their service, and the Levites
to their offices, to praise and to minister
before the priests, as the duty of every day
required, the doorkeepers also by their di-
visions at every gate, for David the man
of God had so commanded. 15 They didn’t
depart from the commandment of the king
to the priests and Levites concerning any
matter or concerning the treasures.

16 Now all the work of Solomon was ac-
complished from the day of the foundation

* 8:13 or, feast of tents (Sukkot)
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of the LORD’s house until itwas finished. So
the LORD’s house was completed.

17 Then Solomon went to Ezion Geber
and to Eloth, on the seashore in the land
of Edom. 18 Huram sent him ships and
servants who had knowledge of the sea by
the hands of his servants; and they came
with the servants of Solomon to Ophir, and
brought from there four hundred fifty tal-
ents† of gold, and brought them to King
Solomon.

9
1 When the queen of Sheba heard of

the fame of Solomon, she came to test
Solomon with hard questions at Jerusalem,
with a very great caravan, including camels
that bore spices, gold in abundance, and
precious stones. When she had come to
Solomon, she talkedwith him about all that
was in her heart. 2 Solomon answered all
her questions. There wasn’t anything hid-
den from Solomon which he didn’t tell her.
3 When the queen of Sheba had seen the
wisdom of Solomon, the house that he had
built, 4 the foodofhis table, the seatingofhis
servants, the attendance of his ministers,
their clothing, his cup bearers and their
clothing, and his ascent by which he went
up to the LORD’s house, there was no more
spirit in her.*

5She said to the king, “It was a true report
that I heard inmyown landof your acts and
of your wisdom. 6However I didn’t believe
their words until I came, and my eyes had
seen it; and behold half of the greatness of
your wisdom wasn’t told me. You exceed
the fame that I heard! 7 Happy are your
men, and happy are these your servants,
who stand continually before you and hear
your wisdom. 8 Blessed be the LORD your
God, who delighted in you and set you on
his throne tobeking for theLORDyourGod,
because your God loved Israel, to establish
them forever. Therefore he made you king
over them, to do justice and righteousness.”

9 She gave the king one hundred and
twenty talents†of gold, spices in great abun-
dance, and precious stones. There was
never before such spice as the queen of
Sheba gave to King Solomon.

10 The servants of Huram and the ser-
vants of Solomon, who brought gold from

Ophir, also brought algum trees‡ and pre-
cious stones. 11 The king used algum tree
wood tomake terraces for theLORD’shouse
and for the king’s house, and harps and
stringed instruments for the singers. There
werenone like these seenbefore in the land
of Judah. 12King Solomongave to the queen
of Sheba all her desire, whatever she asked,
more than that which she had brought to
theking. So she turnedandwent toher own
land, she and her servants.

13 Now the weight of gold that came to
Solomon in one yearwas six hundred sixty-
six talents§ of gold, 14 in addition to that
which the traders and merchants brought.
All the kings of Arabia and the governors
of the country brought gold and silver to
Solomon. 15 King Solomon made two hun-
dred large shields of beaten gold. Six hun-
dred shekels* of beaten gold went to one
large shield. 16 He made three hundred
shields of beaten gold. Three hundred
shekels† of gold went to one shield. The
king put them in the House of the Forest
of Lebanon. 17 Moreover the king made a
great throne of ivory, and overlaid it with
pure gold. 18 There were six steps to the
throne, with a footstool of gold, whichwere
fastened to the throne, and armrests on ei-
ther side by the place of the seat, and two li-
ons standing beside the armrests. 19Twelve
lions stood there on the one side and on the
other on the six steps. There was nothing
like it made in any other kingdom. 20 All
King Solomon’s drinking vessels were of
gold, and all the vessels of the House of the
Forest of Lebanonwere of pure gold. Silver
was not considered valuable in the days of
Solomon. 21For thekinghadships thatwent
to Tarshish with Huram’s servants. Once
every three years, the ships of Tarshish
came bringing gold, silver, ivory, apes, and
peacocks.

22So King Solomon exceeded all the kings
of the earth in riches and wisdom. 23 All
the kings of the earth sought the presence
of Solomon to hear his wisdom, which
God had put in his heart. 24 They each
brought tribute: vessels of silver, vessels
of gold, clothing, armor, spices, horses,
and mules every year. 25 Solomon had
four thousand stalls for horses and char-
iots, and twelve thousand horsemen that
he stationed in the chariot cities and with

† 8:18 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces, so 450 talents is about 13.5 metric tons * 9:4
or, she was breathless. † 9:9 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces, so 120 talents is
about 3.6 metric tons ‡ 9:10 possibly Indian sandalwood, which has nice grain and a pleasant scent and is good

for woodworking § 9:13 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces, so 666 talents is about

20 metric tons * 9:15 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.32 Troy ounces, so 600 shekels was about 6 kilograms
or about 192 Troy ounces. † 9:16 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.32 Troy ounces, so 300 shekels was about 3
kilograms or about 96 Troy ounces.
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the king at Jerusalem. 26 He ruled over
all the kings from the River even to the
land of the Philistines, and to the border of
Egypt. 27 The king made silver as common
in Jerusalem as stones, and hemade cedars
to be as abundant as the sycamore trees
that are in the lowland. 28 They brought
horses for Solomon out of Egypt and out of
all lands.

29Nowtherestof theactsof Solomon,first
and last, aren’t they written in the history
of Nathan the prophet, and in the prophecy
of Ahijah the Shilonite, and in the visions of
Iddo the seer concerning Jeroboam the son
of Nebat? 30 Solomon reigned in Jerusalem
over all Israel forty years. 31 Solomon slept
with his fathers, and he was buried in his
father David’s city; and Rehoboam his son
reigned in his place.

10
1 Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Is-

rael had come to Shechem to make him
king. 2 When Jeroboam the son of Nebat
heard of it (for he was in Egypt, where
he had fled from the presence of King
Solomon), Jeroboam returned out of Egypt.
3 They sent and called him; and Jeroboam
and all Israel came, and they spoke to Re-
hoboam, saying, 4 “Your father made our
yoke grievous. Now therefore make the
grievous service of your father and his
heavy yoke which he put on us, lighter, and
wewill serve you.”

5He said to them, “Comeagain tomeafter
three days.”
So the people departed.
6 King Rehoboam took counsel with the

old men, who had stood before Solomon
his father while he yet lived, saying, “What
counsel do you give me about how to an-
swer these people?”

7 They spoke to him, saying, “If you are
kind to these people, please them, and
speak goodwords to them, then theywill be
your servants forever.”

8 But he abandoned the counsel of the
old men which they had given him, and
took counsel with the young men who had
grown up with him, who stood before him.
9 He said to them, “What counsel do you
give, that we may give an answer to these
people, who have spoken to me, saying,
‘Make the yoke that your father put on us
lighter’?”

10 The young men who had grown up
with him spoke to him, saying, “Thus you
shall tell the people who spoke to you, say-
ing, ‘Your father made our yoke heavy, but
make it lighter on us;’ thus you shall say
to them, ‘My little finger is thicker than my
father’s waist. 11 Now whereas my father

burdened you with a heavy yoke, I will add
to your yoke. My father chastised you with
whips, but I will chastise you with scorpi-
ons.’ ”

12So Jeroboam and all the people came to
Rehoboam the third day, as the king asked,
saying, “Come to me again the third day.”
13 The king answered them roughly; and
King Rehoboam abandoned the counsel of
the old men, 14 and spoke to them after
the counsel of the young men, saying, “My
fathermade your yoke heavy, but I will add
to it. My father chastised you with whips,
but I will chastise you with scorpions.”

15 So the king didn’t listen to the people;
for it was brought about by God, that the
LORD might establish his word, which he
spoke by Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam
the son of Nebat.

16When all Israel saw that the king didn’t
listen to them, the people answered the
king, saying, “What portion do we have in
David? We don’t have an inheritance in the
sonof Jesse! Everyman toyour tents, Israel!
Now see to your own house, David.” So all
Israel departed to their tents.

17 But as for the children of Israel who
lived in the cities of Judah, Rehoboam
reigned over them. 18ThenKing Rehoboam
sent Hadoram, who was over the men sub-
ject to forced labor; and the children of
Israel stonedhim todeathwith stones. King
Rehoboam hurried to get himself up to his
chariot, to flee to Jerusalem. 19 So Israel
rebelled against David’s house to this day.

11
1 When Rehoboam had come to

Jerusalem, he assembled the house of
Judah and Benjamin, one hundred eighty
thousand chosen men who were warriors,
to fight against Israel, to bring the kingdom
again to Rehoboam. 2But the LORD’s word
came to Shemaiah the man of God, saying,
3 “Speak to Rehoboam the son of Solomon,
king of Judah, and to all Israel in Judah
and Benjamin, saying, 4 ‘The LORD says,
“You shall not go up, nor fight against your
brothers! Every man return to his house;
for this thing is ofme.” ’ ” So they listened to
the LORD’swords, and returned fromgoing
against Jeroboam.

5Rehoboam lived in Jerusalem, and built
cities for defense in Judah. 6He built Beth-
lehem, Etam, Tekoa, 7 Beth Zur, Soco, Adul-
lam, 8 Gath, Mareshah, Ziph, 9 Adoraim,
Lachish, Azekah, 10 Zorah, Aijalon, and He-
bron,which are fortified cities in Judah and
in Benjamin. 11He fortified the strongholds
and put captains in them with stores of
food, oil and wine. 12 He put shields and
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spears in every city, andmade themexceed-
ingly strong. Judah and Benjamin belonged
to him.

13 The priests and the Levites who were
in all Israel stood with him out of all their
territory. 14 For the Levites left their pas-
ture lands and their possessions, and came
to Judah and Jerusalem; for Jeroboam and
his sons cast them off, that they should
not execute the priest’s office to the LORD.
15He himself appointed priests for the high
places, for the male goat and calf idols
which he had made. 16 After them, out of
all the tribes of Israel, those who set their
hearts to seek the LORD, the God of Israel,
came to Jerusalem to sacrifice to the LORD,
the God of their fathers. 17So they strength-
ened the kingdom of Judah and made Re-
hoboamthe sonof Solomonstrong for three
years, for they walked three years in the
way of David and Solomon.

18Rehoboam took a wife for himself, Ma-
halath the daughter of Jerimoth the son of
David and of Abihail the daughter of Eliab
the sonof Jesse. 19Sheborehimsons: Jeush,
Shemariah, and Zaham. 20 After her, he
took Maacah the granddaughter of Absa-
lom; and she bore him Abijah, Attai, Ziza,
and Shelomith. 21Rehoboam lovedMaacah
the granddaughter of Absalom above all
his wives and his concubines; for he took
eighteen wives and sixty concubines, and
became the father of twenty-eight sons and
sixty daughters. 22 Rehoboam appointed
Abijah the son of Maacah to be chief, the
prince among his brothers, for he intended
to make him king. 23 He dealt wisely, and
dispersed some of his sons throughout all
the lands of Judah and Benjamin, to every
fortified city. He gave them food in abun-
dance; and he soughtmanywives for them.

12
1 When the kingdom of Rehoboam was

established and he was strong, he aban-
doned the LORD’s law, and all Israel with
him. 2 In the fifth year of King Rehoboam,
Shishak king of Egypt came up against
Jerusalem, because they had trespassed
against the LORD, 3 with twelve hundred
chariots and sixty thousand horsemen. The
people were without number who came
with him out of Egypt: the Lubim, the
Sukkiim, and the Ethiopians. 4 He took
the fortified citieswhich belonged to Judah,
and came to Jerusalem. 5 Now Shemaiah
the prophet came to Rehoboam and to the
princes of Judah, who were gathered to-
gether to Jerusalembecauseof Shishak, and
said to them, “The LORD says, ‘You have
forsaken me, therefore I have also left you
in the hand of Shishak.’ ”

6 Then the princes of Israel and the king
humbled themselves; and they said, “The
LORD is righteous.”

7 When the LORD saw that they hum-
bled themselves, the LORD’s word came
to Shemaiah, saying, “They have humbled
themselves. I will not destroy them, but I
will grant them some deliverance, and my
wrathwon’t be poured out on Jerusalem by
the hand of Shishak. 8 Nevertheless they
will be his servants, that theymay knowmy
service, and the service of the kingdoms of
the countries.”

9 So Shishak king of Egypt came up
against Jerusalem and took away the trea-
sures of the LORD’s house and the treasures
of the king’s house. He took it all away.
He also took away the shields of gold which
Solomon had made. 10 King Rehoboam
made shields of bronze in their place, and
committed them to the hands of the cap-
tains of the guard, who kept the door of the
king’s house. 11As often as the king entered
into the LORD’s house, the guard came and
bore them, then brought themback into the
guard room. 12When he humbled himself,
the LORD’s wrath turned from him, so as
not to destroy him altogether. Moreover,
there were good things found in Judah.

13 So King Rehoboam strengthened him-
self in Jerusalem and reigned; for Re-
hoboam was forty-one years old when he
began to reign, and he reigned seventeen
years in Jerusalem, the citywhich the LORD
had chosen out of all the tribes of Israel to
put his name there. Hismother’s namewas
Naamah the Ammonitess. 14 He did that
which was evil, because he didn’t set his
heart to seek the LORD.

15 Now the acts of Rehoboam, first and
last, aren’t they written in the histories of
Shemaiah the prophet and of Iddo the seer,
in the genealogies? There were wars be-
tween Rehoboam and Jeroboam continu-
ally. 16 Rehoboam slept with his fathers,
and was buried in David’s city; and Abijah
his son reigned in his place.

13
1 In the eighteenthyear ofKing Jeroboam,

Abijah began to reign over Judah. 2 He
reigned three years in Jerusalem. His
mother’s name was Micaiah the daughter
of Uriel of Gibeah. There was war between
Abijah and Jeroboam. 3Abijah joined battle
with an army of valiant men of war, even
four hundred thousand chosen men; and
Jeroboamset the battle in array against him
with eight hundred thousand chosen men,
who were mighty men of valor. 4 Abijah
stood up on Mount Zemaraim, which is
in the hill country of Ephraim, and said,
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“Hear me, Jeroboam and all Israel: 5Ought
you not to know that the LORD, the God
of Israel, gave the kingdom over Israel to
David forever, even to him and to his sons
by a covenant of salt? 6 Yet Jeroboam the
son of Nebat, the servant of Solomon the
son of David, rose up, and rebelled against
his lord. 7 Worthless men were gathered
to him, wicked fellows who strengthened
themselves against Rehoboam the son of
Solomon, when Rehoboam was young and
tender hearted, and could not withstand
them.

8 “Now you intend to withstand the king-
dom of the LORD in the hand of the sons
of David. You are a great multitude, and
the golden calves which Jeroboam made
you for gods are with you. 9 Haven’t you
driven out the priests of the LORD, the sons
of Aaron, and the Levites, andmade priests
for yourselves according to the ways of the
peoples of other lands? Whoever comes to
consecrate himself with a young bull and
seven ramsmaybeapriest of thosewhoare
no gods.

10 “But as for us, the LORD is our God, and
we have not forsaken him. We have priests
serving the LORD, the sons of Aaron, and
the Levites in their work. 11 They burn to
theLORDeverymorningandeveryevening
burnt offerings and sweet incense. They
also set the showbread in order on the pure
table, and care for the gold lamp standwith
its lamps, to burn every evening; for we
keep the instruction of the LORD our God,
but you have forsaken him. 12 Behold, God
is with us at our head, and his priests with
the trumpets of alarm to sound an alarm
against you. Children of Israel, don’t fight
against the LORD, the God of your fathers;
for you will not prosper.”

13 But Jeroboam caused an ambush to
come about behind them; so they were be-
fore Judah, and the ambush was behind
them. 14When Judah looked back, behold,
the battle was before and behind them;
and they cried to the LORD, and the priests
sounded with the trumpets. 15 Then the
men of Judah gave a shout. As the men of
Judahshouted,Godstruck Jeroboamandall
Israel before Abijah and Judah. 16 The chil-
dren of Israel fled before Judah, and God
delivered them into their hand. 17 Abijah
and his people killed them with a great
slaughter, so five hundred thousand chosen
men of Israel fell down slain. 18 Thus the
children of Israel were brought under at
that time, and the children of Judah pre-
vailed, because they relied on the LORD,
the God of their fathers. 19Abijah pursued
Jeroboam, and took cities from him: Bethel

with its villages, Jeshanah with its villages,
and Ephron with its villages.

20 Jeroboamdidn’t recover strength again
in the days of Abijah. The LORD struck him,
and he died. 21 But Abijah grew mighty
and took for himself fourteen wives, and
became the father of twenty-two sons and
sixteen daughters. 22 The rest of the acts
of Abijah, his ways, and his sayings are
written in the commentary of the prophet
Iddo.

14
1 So Abijah slept with his fathers, and

they buried him in David’s city; and Asa
his son reigned in his place. In his days,
the land was quiet ten years. 2Asa did that
which was good and right in the LORD his
God’s eyes, 3 for he took away the foreign
altars and the high places, broke down the
pillars, cut down the Asherah poles, 4 and
commanded Judah to seek the LORD, the
Godof their fathers, and to obeyhis lawand
command. 5Also he took away out of all the
cities of Judah the high places and the sun
images; and the kingdom was quiet before
him. 6He built fortified cities in Judah; for
the land was quiet, and he had no war in
those years, because the LORD had given
him rest. 7For he said to Judah, “Let’s build
these cities and make walls around them,
with towers, gates, and bars. The land is
yet before us, because we have sought the
LORD our God. We have sought him, and
he has given us rest on every side.” So they
built and prospered.

8Asa had an army of three hundred thou-
sand out of Judah who bore bucklers and
spears, and two hundred eighty thousand
out of Benjaminwho bore shields and drew
bows. All these weremighty men of valor.

9 Zerah the Ethiopian came out against
them with an army of a million troops and
three hundred chariots, and he came to
Mareshah. 10 Then Asa went out to meet
him, and they set the battle in array in the
valley of Zephathah at Mareshah. 11 Asa
cried to the LORD his God, and said, “LORD,
there is no onebesides you tohelp, between
the mighty and him who has no strength.
Help us, LORD our God; for we rely on you,
and in your name are we come against this
multitude. LORD, you are ourGod. Don’t let
man prevail against you.”

12 So the LORD struck the Ethiopians be-
fore Asa and before Judah; and the Ethiopi-
ans fled. 13 Asa and the people who were
with him pursued them to Gerar. So many
of the Ethiopians fell that they could not re-
cover themselves, for they were destroyed
before the LORD and before his army. Ju-
dah’s army carried away very much booty.
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14 They struck all the cities around Gerar,
for the fear of the LORD came on them.
They plundered all the cities, for there was
much plunder in them. 15 They also struck
the tents of those who had livestock, and
carried away sheep and camels in abun-
dance, then returned to Jerusalem.

15
1 The Spirit of God came on Azariah the

son of Oded. 2Hewent out tomeet Asa, and
said to him, “Hear me, Asa, and all Judah
and Benjamin! The LORD is with you while
you are with him; and if you seek him, he
will be foundbyyou; but if you forsakehim,
he will forsake you. 3 Now for a long time
Israel was without the true God, without
a teaching priest, and without law. 4 But
when in their distress they turned to the
LORD, the God of Israel, and sought him, he
was found by them. 5 In those times there
was no peace to him who went out, nor to
him who came in; but great troubles were
on all the inhabitants of the lands. 6 They
were broken in pieces, nation against na-
tion, and city against city; for God troubled
themwith all adversity. 7But you be strong!
Don’t let your hands be slack, for yourwork
will be rewarded.”

8 When Asa heard these words and the
prophecy of Oded the prophet, he took
courage, and put away the abominations
out of all the land of Judah and Benjamin,
and out of the cities which he had taken
from thehill country of Ephraim; andhe re-
newed the LORD’s altar that was before the
LORD’s porch. 9He gathered all Judah and
Benjamin, and those who lived with them
out of Ephraim, Manasseh, and Simeon; for
they came to himout of Israel in abundance
when they saw that the LORD his God was
with him. 10 So they gathered themselves
together at Jerusalem in the third month,
in the fifteenth year of Asa’s reign. 11 They
sacrificed to the LORD in that day, of the
plunder which they had brought, seven
hundred head of cattle and seven thousand
sheep. 12They entered into the covenant to
seek theLORD, theGodof their fathers,with
all their heart andwith all their soul; 13and
that whoever would not seek the LORD,
the God of Israel, should be put to death,
whether small or great, whether man or
woman. 14 They swore to the LORD with
a loud voice, with shouting, with trumpets,
andwithcornets. 15All Judahrejoicedat the
oath, for theyhad swornwith all their heart
and sought him with their whole desire;
and he was found by them. Then the LORD
gave them rest all around.

16 Also Maacah, the mother of Asa
the king, he removed from being queen

mother, because she had made an abom-
inable image for an Asherah; so Asa cut
down her image, ground it into dust, and
burned it at the brook Kidron. 17 But the
high places were not taken away out of
Israel; nevertheless the heart of Asa was
perfect all his days. 18Hebrought the things
that his father had dedicated and that he
himself had dedicated, silver, gold, and
vessels into God’s house. 19 There was no
more war to the thirty-fifth year of Asa’s
reign.

16
1 In the thirty-sixth year of Asa’s reign,

Baashakingof Israelwentupagainst Judah,
and built Ramah, that he might not allow
anyone to go out or come in to Asa king
of Judah. 2 Then Asa brought out silver
and gold out of the treasures of the LORD’s
house and of the king’s house, and sent
to Ben Hadad king of Syria, who lived at
Damascus, saying, 3 “Let there be a treaty
betweenme and you, as therewas between
my father and your father. Behold, I have
sent you silver and gold. Go, break your
treaty with Baasha king of Israel, that he
may depart fromme.”

4BenHadad listened toKingAsa, and sent
the captains of his armies against the cities
of Israel; and they struck Ijon, Dan, Abel
Maim, and all the storage cities of Naphtali.
5WhenBaashaheardof it, he stoppedbuild-
ing Ramah, and let his work cease. 6 Then
Asa theking tookall Judah, and they carried
away the stones and timber of Ramah, with
which Baasha had built; and he built Geba
andMizpah with them.

7At that timeHanani the seer came toAsa
kingof Judah, and said tohim, “Becauseyou
have relied on the king of Syria, and have
not relied on the LORD your God, therefore
the army of the king of Syria has escaped
out of your hand. 8Weren’t the Ethiopians
and the Lubim a huge army, with chariots
and exceedingly many horsemen? Yet, be-
cause you relied on the LORD, he delivered
them into your hand. 9 For the LORD’s eyes
run back and forth throughout the whole
earth, to show himself strong in the behalf
of themwhose heart is perfect toward him.
You have done foolishly in this; for from
now on youwill have wars.”

10 Then Asa was angry with the seer, and
put him in the prison; for he was in a
rage with him because of this thing. Asa
oppressed some of the people at the same
time.

11 Behold, the acts of Asa, first and last,
behold, they are written in the book of the
kings of Judah and Israel. 12 In the thirty-
ninth year of his reign, Asa was diseased in
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his feet. His disease was exceedingly great;
yet in his disease he didn’t seek the LORD,
but just the physicians. 13Asa slept with his
fathers, anddied in the forty-first yearofhis
reign. 14 They buried him in his own tomb,
which he had dug out for himself in David’s
city, and laid him in the bed which was
filledwith sweet odors and various kinds of
spices prepared by the perfumers’ art; and
theymade a very great fire for him.

17
1 Jehoshaphathis son reigned inhis place,

and strengthened himself against Israel.
2 He placed forces in all the fortified cities
of Judah, and set garrisons in the land of
Judah and in the cities of Ephraim, which
Asa his father had taken. 3 The LORD was
with Jehoshaphat, becausehewalked in the
first ways of his father David, and didn’t
seek the Baals, 4 but sought the God of his
father, and walked in his commandments,
andnot in thewaysof Israel. 5Therefore the
LORD established the kingdom in his hand.
All Judah brought tribute to Jehoshaphat,
and he had riches and honor in abundance.
6His heart was lifted up in the ways of the
LORD. Furthermore, he took away the high
places and the Asherah poles out of Judah.

7 Also in the third year of his reign he
sent his princes, even Ben Hail, Obadiah,
Zechariah, Nethanel, and Micaiah, to teach
in the cities of Judah; 8 and with them
Levites, even Shemaiah, Nethaniah, Zeba-
diah, Asahel, Shemiramoth, Jehonathan,
Adonijah, Tobijah, and Tobadonijah, the
Levites; and with them Elishama and Jeho-
ram, the priests. 9 They taught in Judah,
having the book of the LORD’s law with
them. They went about throughout all the
cities of Judah and taught among the peo-
ple.

10 The fear of the LORD fell on all the
kingdoms of the lands that were around
Judah, so that they made no war against
Jehoshaphat. 11 Some of the Philistines
brought Jehoshaphat presents and silver
for tribute. The Arabians also brought
him flocks: seven thousand seven hundred
rams and seven thousand seven hundred
male goats. 12 Jehoshaphat grew great ex-
ceedingly; and he built fortresses and store
cities in Judah. 13 He had many works in
the cities of Judah; and men of war, mighty
men of valor, in Jerusalem. 14 This was
the numbering of them according to their
fathers’ houses: From Judah, the captains
of thousands: Adnah the captain, and with
him three hundred thousand mighty men
of valor; 15 and next to him Jehohanan the
captain, and with him two hundred eighty
thousand; 16 and next to him Amasiah the

son of Zichri, who willingly offered himself
to the LORD, and with him two hundred
thousand mighty men of valor. 17 From
Benjamin: Eliada, a mighty man of valor,
andwithhimtwohundred thousandarmed
with bow and shield; 18 and next to him
Jehozabad, and with him one hundred
eighty thousand ready and prepared for
war. 19Thesewere thosewhowaited on the
king, in addition to thosewhomthekingput
in the fortified cities throughout all Judah.

18
1Now Jehoshaphat had riches and honor

in abundance; and he allied himself with
Ahab. 2After some years, he went down to
Ahab toSamaria. Ahabkilled sheepandcat-
tle forhim inabundance, and for thepeople
who were with him, and moved him to go
up with him to Ramoth Gilead. 3Ahab king
of Israel said to Jehoshaphat king of Judah,
“Will you go withme to Ramoth Gilead?”
He answered him, “I am as you are, and

my people as your people. We will be with
you in the war.” 4 Jehoshaphat said to the
king of Israel, “Please inquire first for the
LORD’s word.”

5 Then the king of Israel gathered the
prophets together, four hundred men, and
said to them, “Shall we go to Ramoth Gilead
to battle, or shall I forbear?”
They said, “Go up, for God will deliver it

into the hand of the king.”
6But Jehoshaphat said, “Isn’t there here a

prophet of the LORD besides, that we may
inquire of him?”

7 The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat,
“There is yet one man by whom we may
inquire of the LORD; but I hate him, for he
never prophesies good concerning me, but
always evil. He is Micaiah the son of Imla.”
Jehoshaphat said, “Don’t let the king say

so.”
8 Then the king of Israel called an offi-

cer, and said, “Get Micaiah the son of Imla
quickly.”

9Now the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat
the king of Judah each sat on his throne,
arrayed in their robes, and theywere sitting
in an open place at the entrance of the
gate of Samaria; and all the prophets were
prophesying before them. 10 Zedekiah the
son of Chenaanah made himself horns of
iron and said, “The LORD says, ‘With these
you shall push the Syrians, until they are
consumed.’ ”

11All the prophets prophesied so, saying,
“Go up to Ramoth Gilead, and prosper; for
the LORDwill deliver it into the hand of the
king.”

12 The messenger who went to call Mi-
caiah spoke to him, saying, “Behold, the
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words of the prophets declare good to the
king with one mouth. Let your word there-
fore, please be like one of theirs, and speak
good.”

13Micaiah said, “As the LORD lives, I will
say what my God says.”

14Whenhe had come to the king, the king
said tohim, “Micaiah, shallwego toRamoth
Gilead to battle, or shall I forbear?”
He said, “Go up, and prosper. They shall

be delivered into your hand.”
15The king said to him, “Howmany times

shall I adjure you that you speak to me
nothing but the truth in the LORD’s name?”

16Hesaid, “I sawall Israel scatteredon the
mountains, as sheep thathaveno shepherd.
The LORD said, ‘These have no master. Let
them each return to his house in peace.’ ”

17 The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat,
“Didn’t I tell you thathewouldnotprophesy
good concerningme, but evil?”

18 Micaiah said, “Therefore hear the
LORD’s word: I saw the LORD sitting on his
throne, and all the armyof heaven standing
on his right hand and on his left. 19 The
LORD said, ‘Who will entice Ahab king of
Israel, that hemay go up and fall at Ramoth
Gilead?’ One spoke saying in this way, and
another saying in that way. 20A spirit came
out, stood before the LORD, and said, ‘I will
entice him.’

“The LORD said to him, ‘How?’
21 “He said, ‘I will go, and will be a lying

spirit in themouth of all his prophets.’
“He said, ‘You will entice him, and will

prevail also. Go and do so.’
22 “Now therefore, behold, the LORD has

put a lying spirit in themouth of these your
prophets; and the LORD has spoken evil
concerning you.”

23 Then Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah
came near, and struck Micaiah on the
cheek, and said, “Whichwaydid theLORD’s
Spirit go fromme to speak to you?”

24Micaiah said, “Behold, you shall see on
that day, when you go into an inner room to
hide yourself.”

25 The king of Israel said, “Take Micaiah,
and carry him back to Amon the governor
of the city, and to Joash the king’s son;
26 and say, ‘The king says, “Put this fellow
in the prison, and feed him with bread of
affliction and with water of affliction, until
I return in peace.” ’ ”

27 Micaiah said, “If you return at all in
peace, the LORD has not spoken byme.” He
said, “Listen, you people, all of you!”

28 So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat
the king of Judahwentup toRamothGilead.
29 The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “I
will disguise myself, and go into the battle;
but you put on your robes.” So the king

of Israel disguised himself; and they went
into the battle. 30Now the king of Syria had
commanded the captains of his chariots,
saying, “Don’t fight with small nor great,
except only with the king of Israel.”

31When the captains of the chariots saw
Jehoshaphat, they said, “It is the king of
Israel!” Therefore they turned around to
fight against him. But Jehoshaphat cried
out, and the LORD helped him; and God
moved them to depart from him. 32When
the captains of the chariots saw that it was
not thekingof Israel, they turnedback from
pursuing him. 33 A certain man drew his
bowat random, andstruck thekingof Israel
between the joints of the armor. Therefore
he said to the driver of the chariot, “Turn
around and carry me out of the battle, for
I am severely wounded.” 34 The battle in-
creased that day. However, the king of
Israel propped himself up in his chariot
against the Syriansuntil the evening; andat
about sunset, he died.

19
1 Jehoshaphat the king of Judah returned

to his house in peace to Jerusalem. 2 Jehu
the son of Hanani the seer went out tomeet
him, and said to King Jehoshaphat, “Should
you help the wicked, and love those who
hate the LORD? Because of this, wrath is on
you from before the LORD. 3 Nevertheless
there are good things found in you, in that
you have put away the Asheroth out of the
land, and have set your heart to seek God.”

4 Jehoshaphat lived at Jerusalem; and
he went out again among the people from
Beersheba to the hill country of Ephraim,
and brought them back to the LORD, the
God of their fathers. 5He set judges in the
land throughout all the fortified cities of
Judah, city by city, 6 and said to the judges,
“Consider what you do, for you don’t judge
for man, but for the LORD; and he is with
you in the judgment. 7Now therefore let the
fear of the LORD be on you. Take heed and
do it; for there is no iniquity with the LORD
our God, nor respect of persons, nor taking
of bribes.”

8Moreover in Jerusalem Jehoshaphat ap-
pointed certain Levites, priests, and heads
of the fathers’ households of Israel to give
judgment for the LORD and for controver-
sies. They returned to Jerusalem. 9He com-
manded them, saying, “You shall do this in
the fear of the LORD, faithfully, and with a
perfectheart. 10Wheneveranycontroversy
comes to you fromyourbrotherswhodwell
in their cities, between blood and blood,
between law and commandment, statutes
and ordinances, you must warn them, that
they not be guilty toward the LORD, and so
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wrath come on you and on your brothers.
Do this, andyouwill not be guilty. 11Behold,
Amariah the chief priest is over you in all
matters of the LORD; and Zebadiah the son
of Ishmael, the ruler of the house of Judah,
in all the king’s matters. Also the Levites
shall be officers before you. Deal coura-
geously, and may the LORD be with the
good.”

20
1 After this, the children of Moab, the

children of Ammon, andwith them some of
the Ammonites, came against Jehoshaphat
to battle. 2 Then some came who told Je-
hoshaphat, saying, “A great multitude is
coming against you from beyond the sea
from Syria. Behold, they are in Hazazon
Tamar” (that is, EnGedi). 3 Jehoshaphatwas
alarmed, and set himself to seek the LORD.
He proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah.
4 Judah gathered themselves together to
seek help from the LORD. They came out of
all the cities of Judah to seek the LORD.

5 Jehoshaphat stood in the assembly of
Judah and Jerusalem, in the LORD’s house,
before the new court; 6 and he said, “LORD,
the God of our fathers, aren’t you God in
heaven? Aren’t you ruler over all the king-
doms of the nations? Power and might
are in your hand, so that no one is able to
withstand you. 7Didn’t you, our God, drive
out the inhabitants of this land before your
people Israel, and give it to the offspring*
of Abraham your friend forever? 8 They
lived in it, and have built you a sanctuary
in it for your name, saying, 9 ‘If evil comes
on us—the sword, judgment, pestilence, or
famine—we will stand before this house,
and before you (for your name is in this
house), and cry to you in our affliction, and
you will hear and save.’ 10Now, behold, the
children of Ammon and Moab and Mount
Seir, whom you would not let Israel invade
when they came out of the land of Egypt,
but they turnedaway from them, anddidn’t
destroy them; 11 behold, how they reward
us, to come to cast us out of yourpossession,
which you have given us to inherit. 12Our
God, will you not judge them? For we have
no might against this great company that
comes against us. We don’t know what to
do, but our eyes are on you.”

13 All Judah stood before the LORD, with
their little ones, their wives, and their chil-
dren.

14 Then the LORD’s Spirit came on Ja-
haziel the son of Zechariah, the son of Be-
naiah, the son of Jeiel, the son of Matta-
niah, the Levite, of the sons of Asaph, in

the middle of the assembly; 15 and he said,
“Listen, all Judah, and you inhabitants of
Jerusalem, and you, King Jehoshaphat. The
LORD says to you, ‘Don’t be afraid, and
don’t be dismayed because of this great
multitude; for the battle is not yours, but
God’s. 16Tomorrow, go down against them.
Behold, they are coming up by the ascent of
Ziz. Youwill find them at the end of the val-
ley, before the wilderness of Jeruel. 17 You
will not need to fight this battle. Set your-
selves, stand still, and see the salvation of
the LORDwith you, O Judah and Jerusalem.
Don’t be afraid, nor be dismayed. Go out
against them tomorrow, for the LORD is
with you.’ ”

18 Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his
face to the ground; and all Judah and the in-
habitants of Jerusalem fell down before the
LORD,worshiping the LORD. 19The Levites,
of the children of the Kohathites and of
the children of the Korahites, stood up to
praise the LORD, the God of Israel, with an
exceedingly loud voice.

20 They rose early in the morning and
went out into the wilderness of Tekoa. As
they went out, Jehoshaphat stood and said,
“Listen to me, Judah and you inhabitants
of Jerusalem! Believe in the LORD your
God, so you will be established! Believe his
prophets, so you will prosper.”

21 When he had taken counsel with the
people, he appointed those who were to
sing to the LORD and give praise in holy
array as they go out before the army, and
say, “Give thanks to the LORD, for his lov-
ing kindness endures forever.” 22 When
they began to sing and to praise, the LORD
set ambushers against the children of Am-
mon, Moab, andMount Seir, who had come
against Judah; and they were struck. 23 For
the children of Ammon and Moab stood up
against the inhabitants of Mount Seir to ut-
terly kill and destroy them. When they had
finished the inhabitants of Seir, everyone
helped to destroy each other.

24 When Judah came to the place over-
looking the wilderness, they looked at the
multitude; and behold, they were dead
bodies fallen to the earth, and there were
none who escaped. 25 When Jehoshaphat
and his people came to take their plunder,
they found among them in abundance both
riches and dead bodies with precious jew-
els, which they stripped off for themselves,
more than they could carry away. They
took plunder for three days, it was somuch.
26On the fourth day, they assembled them-
selves in Beracah† Valley, for there they
blessed the LORD. Therefore the name of

* 20:7 or, seed † 20:26 “Beracah” means “blessing”.
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that place was called “Beracah Valley” to
this day. 27 Then they returned, every man
of Judah and Jerusalem, with Jehoshaphat
in front of them, to go again to Jerusalem
with joy; for the LORD had made them to
rejoice over their enemies. 28 They came
to Jerusalem with stringed instruments,
harps, and trumpets to the LORD’s house.
29 The fear of God was on all the kingdoms
of the countries when they heard that the
LORD fought against the enemies of Israel.
30 So the realm of Jehoshaphat was quiet,
for his God gave him rest all around.

31So Jehoshaphat reigned over Judah. He
was thirty-five years old when he began
to reign. He reigned twenty-five years in
Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Azubah
the daughter of Shilhi. 32He walked in the
way of Asa his father, and didn’t turn away
from it, doing that which was right in the
LORD’s eyes. 33 However the high places
were not taken away, and the people had
still not set their hearts on the God of their
fathers.

34Now the rest of the acts of Jehoshaphat,
first and last, behold, they arewritten in the
history of Jehu the son of Hanani, which is
included in the book of the kings of Israel.

35 After this, Jehoshaphat king of Judah
joined himself with Ahaziah king of Is-
rael. The same did very wickedly. 36 He
joined himself with him to make ships to
go to Tarshish. They made the ships in
Ezion Geber. 37 Then Eliezer the son of
Dodavahu of Mareshah prophesied against
Jehoshaphat, saying, “Because you have
joined yourself with Ahaziah, the LORDhas
destroyed your works.” The ships were
wrecked, so that they were not able to go to
Tarshish.

21
1 Jehoshaphat slept with his fathers, and

was buried with his fathers in David’s
city; and Jehoram his son reigned in his
place. 2 He had brothers, the sons of
Jehoshaphat: Azariah, Jehiel, Zechariah,
Azariah,Michael, andShephatiah. All these
were the sons of Jehoshaphat king of Israel.
3Their father gave them great gifts of silver,
of gold, and of precious things, with forti-
fiedcities in Judah; buthegave thekingdom
to Jehoram, because he was the firstborn.
4Nowwhen Jehoram had risen up over the
kingdom of his father, and had strength-
ened himself, he killed all his brothers with
the sword, and also some of the princes of
Israel. 5 Jehoram was thirty-two years old
when he began to reign, and he reigned
eight years in Jerusalem. 6 He walked in
the way of the kings of Israel, as did Ahab’s
house, for he had Ahab’s daughter as his

wife. He did that which was evil in the
LORD’s sight. 7 However the LORD would
not destroy David’s house, because of the
covenant that he hadmadewith David, and
as he promised to give a lamp to him and to
his children always.

8 In his days Edom revolted from under
the hand of Judah, and made a king over
themselves. 9 Then Jehoram went there
with his captains and all his chariots with
him. He rose up by night and struck the
Edomites who surrounded him, along with
the captains of the chariots. 10 So Edom has
been inrevolt fromunder thehandof Judah
to this day. Then Libnah revolted at the
same time from under his hand, because
he had forsaken the LORD, the God of his
fathers.

11 Moreover he made high places in the
mountains of Judah, and made the inhabi-
tants of Jerusalem play the prostitute, and
led Judah astray. 12 A letter came to him
from Elijah the prophet, saying, “the LORD,
the God of David your father, says, ‘Be-
cause you have not walked in the ways of
Jehoshaphat your father, nor in the ways of
Asa king of Judah, 13but havewalked in the
way of the kings of Israel, and have made
Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to
play the prostitute like Ahab’s house did,
and also have slain your brothers of your
father’s house, who were better than your-
self, 14 behold, the LORD will strike your
people with a great plague, including your
children, your wives, and all your posses-
sions; 15 and you will have great sickness
with a disease of your bowels, until your
bowels fall out by reason of the sickness,
day by day.’ ”

16 The LORD stirred up against Jehoram
the spirit of the Philistines and of the Ara-
bians who are beside the Ethiopians; 17and
they came up against Judah, broke into it,
and carried away all the possessions that
were found in the king’s house, including
his sons and his wives, so that there was
no son left to him except Jehoahaz, the
youngest of his sons.

18 After all this the LORD struck him in
his bowels with an incurable disease. 19 In
process of time, at the end of two years, his
bowels fell out by reason of his sickness,
and he died of severe diseases. His people
made no burning for him, like the burning
of his fathers. 20 He was thirty-two years
old when he began to reign, and he reigned
in Jerusalem eight years. He departed with
no one’s regret. They buried him in David’s
city, but not in the tombs of the kings.

22
1 The inhabitants of Jerusalem made
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Ahaziah his youngest son king in his place,
because the band of men who came with
the Arabians to the camp had slain all the
oldest. So Ahaziah the son of Jehoram king
of Judah reigned. 2 Ahaziah was forty-
two years old when he began to reign, and
he reigned one year in Jerusalem. His
mother’s name was Athaliah the daughter
of Omri. 3 He also walked in the ways of
Ahab’s house, because his mother was his
counselor in acting wickedly. 4He did that
which was evil in the LORD’s sight, as did
Ahab’s house, for they were his counselors
after the death of his father, to his destruc-
tion. 5He also followed their counsel, and
went with Jehoram the son of Ahab king of
Israel to war against Hazael king of Syria at
Ramoth Gilead; and the Syrians wounded
Joram. 6He returned to be healed in Jezreel
of the wounds which they had given him at
Ramah,whenhe fought againstHazael king
of Syria. Azariah the sonof Jehoram, kingof
Judah, went down to see Jehoram the son of
Ahab in Jezreel, because he was sick.

7Now the destruction of Ahaziah was of
God, in that he went to Joram; for when
he had come, he went out with Jehoram
against Jehu the son of Nimshi, whom
the LORD had anointed to cut off Ahab’s
house. 8 When Jehu was executing judg-
ment onAhab’s house, he found the princes
of Judah and the sons of the brothers of
Ahaziah serving Ahaziah, and killed them.
9 He sought Ahaziah, and they caught him
(now he was hiding in Samaria), and they
brought him to Jehu and killed him; and
theyburiedhim, for they said, “He is the son
of Jehoshaphat, who sought the LORD with
all his heart.” The house of Ahaziah had no
power to hold the kingdom.

10 Now when Athaliah the mother of
Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she
arose and destroyed all the royal offspring
of the house of Judah. 11But Jehoshabeath,
the king’s daughter, took Joash the son of
Ahaziah, and stealthily rescued him from
among the king’s sons who were slain, and
put him and his nurse in the bedroom. So
Jehoshabeath, the daughter of King Jeho-
ram, the wife of Jehoiada the priest (for she
was the sister of Ahaziah), hid him from
Athaliah, so that she didn’t kill him. 12 He
was with them hidden in God’s house six
years while Athaliah reigned over the land.

23
1 In the seventh year, Jehoiada strength-

ened himself, and took the captains of hun-
dreds—Azariah the sonof Jeroham, Ishmael
the son of Jehohanan, Azariah the son of

Obed, Maaseiah the son of Adaiah, and El-
ishaphat the son of Zichri—into a covenant
with him. 2Theywent around in Judah and
gathered the Levites out of all the cities of
Judah, and the heads of fathers’households
of Israel, and they came to Jerusalem. 3All
the assembly made a covenant with the
king inGod’s house. Jehoiada* said to them,
“Behold, the king’s son must reign, as the
LORD has spoken concerning the sons of
David. 4 This is the thing that you must do:
a third part of you, who come in on the
Sabbath, of the priests and of the Levites,
shall be gatekeepers of the thresholds. 5 A
third part shall be at the king’s house; and
a third part at the gate of the foundation.
All the people will be in the courts of the
LORD’s house. 6But let no one come into the
LORD’s house except the priests and those
who minister of the Levites. They shall
come in, for they are holy, but all the people
shall follow the LORD’s instructions. 7 The
Levites shall surround the king, every man
with his weapons in his hand. Whoever
comes into the house, let him be slain. Be
with the king when he comes in and when
he goes out.”

8 So the Levites and all Judah did ac-
cording to all that Jehoiada the priest com-
manded. They each took his men, those
who were to come in on the Sabbath, with
those who were to go out on the Sabbath,
for Jehoiada the priest didn’t dismiss the
shift. 9 Jehoiada the priest delivered to the
captains of hundreds the spears, bucklers,
and shields that had been king David’s,
which were in God’s house. 10He set all the
people, every man with his weapon in his
hand, from the right side of the house to
the left side of the house, near the altar and
the house, around the king. 11 Then they
brought out theking’s son, put the crownon
him, gave him the covenant, andmade him
king. Jehoiada and his sons anointed him,
and they said, “Long live the king!”

12When Athaliah heard the noise of the
people running and praising the king, she
came to the people into the LORD’s house.
13 Then she looked, and behold, the king
stood by his pillar at the entrance, with the
captains and the trumpeters by theking. All
the people of the land rejoiced and blew
trumpets. The singers also played musical
instruments, and led the singing of praise.
Then Athaliah tore her clothes, and said,
“Treason! treason!”

14 Jehoiada the priest brought out the
captains of hundreds who were set over
the army, and said to them, “Bring her out
between the ranks; and whoever follows

* 23:3 HebrewHe
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her, let him be slain with the sword.” For
the priest said, “Don’t kill her in the LORD’s
house.” 15 So they made way for her. She
went to the entrance of the horse gate to the
king’s house; and they killed her there.

16 Jehoiada made a covenant between
himself, all the people, and the king, that
they should be the LORD’s people. 17All the
people went to the house of Baal, broke it
down, broke his altars and his images in
pieces, and killed Mattan the priest of Baal
before the altars. 18 Jehoiada appointed the
officers of theLORD’s houseunder thehand
of the Levitical priests, whom David had
distributed in the LORD’s house, to offer the
burnt offerings of the LORD, as it is written
in the law ofMoses, with rejoicing andwith
singing, as David had ordered. 19 He set
the gatekeepers at the gates of the LORD’s
house, that no one who was unclean in
anything shouldenter in. 20He took the cap-
tainsofhundreds, thenobles, thegovernors
of the people, and all the people of the land,
andbrought thekingdownfromtheLORD’s
house. They came through the upper gate
to the king’s house, and set the king on the
throne of the kingdom. 21 So all the people
of the land rejoiced, and the city was quiet.
They had slain Athaliah with the sword.

24
1 Joash was seven years old when he be-

gan to reign, and he reigned forty years in
Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Zibiah,
of Beersheba. 2 Joash did that which was
right in the LORD’s eyes all the days of Je-
hoiada the priest. 3 Jehoiada took for him
twowives, andhebecame the father of sons
and daughters.

4After this, Joash intended to restore the
LORD’s house. 5 He gathered together the
priests and the Levites, and said to them,
“Go out to the cities of Judah, and gather
money to repair thehouseof yourGod from
all Israel from year to year. See that you
expedite this matter.” However the Levites
didn’t do it right away. 6The king called for
Jehoiada the chief, and said to him, “Why
haven’t you required of the Levites to bring
in the tax ofMoses the servant of the LORD,
and of the assembly of Israel, out of Judah
and out of Jerusalem, for the Tent of the
Testimony?” 7For the sons of Athaliah, that
wickedwoman, hadbrokenupGod’shouse;
and they also gave all the dedicated things
of the LORD’s house to the Baals.

8So the king commanded, and theymade
a chest, and set it outside at the gate of the
LORD’s house. 9Theymade a proclamation
through Judah and Jerusalem, to bring in
for the LORD the tax thatMoses the servant
of God laid on Israel in thewilderness. 10All

the princes and all the people rejoiced, and
brought in, and cast into the chest, until
theyhadfilled it. 11Whenever the chestwas
brought to the king’s officers by the hand of
the Levites, and when they saw that there
was much money, the king’s scribe and the
chief priest’s officer came and emptied the
chest, and took it, and carried it to its place
again. Thus they did day by day, and gath-
ered money in abundance. 12 The king and
Jehoiada gave it to those who did the work
of the service of the LORD’s house. They
hiredmasons and carpenters to restore the
LORD’s house, and also those who worked
ironandbronze to repair theLORD’s house.
13 So the workmen worked, and the work
of repairing went forward in their hands.
They set up God’s house as it was designed,
and strengthened it. 14When they had fin-
ished, they brought the rest of the money
before the king and Jehoiada, from which
were made vessels for the LORD’s house,
even vessels with which to minister and to
offer, including spoons and vessels of gold
and silver. They offered burnt offerings in
the LORD’s house continually all the days of
Jehoiada.

15 But Jehoiada grew old and was full of
days, and he died. He was one hundred
thirty years old when he died. 16 They
buried him in David’s city among the kings,
because he had done good in Israel, and
toward God and his house.

17 Now after the death of Jehoiada, the
princes of Judah came and bowed down to
the king. Then the king listened to them.
18 They abandoned the house of the LORD,
the God of their fathers, and served the
Asherah poles and the idols, so wrath came
on Judah and Jerusalem for this their guilti-
ness. 19 Yet he sent prophets to them to
bring them again to the LORD, and they
testified against them; but they would not
listen.

20 The Spirit of God came on Zechariah
the son of Jehoiada the priest; and he stood
above the people, and said to them, “God
says, ‘Why do you disobey the LORD’s com-
mandments, so that you can’t prosper? Be-
cause you have forsaken the LORD, he has
also forsaken you.’ ”

21 They conspired against him, and
stoned him with stones at the command-
ment of the king in the court of the LORD’s
house. 22 Thus Joash the king didn’t
remember the kindnesswhich Jehoiada his
father had done to him, but killed his son.
When he died, he said, “May the LORD look
at it, and repay it.”

23 At the end of the year, the army of the
Syrians came up against him. They came
to Judah and Jerusalem, and destroyed all
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the princes of the people from among the
people, andsentall theirplunder to theking
of Damascus. 24For the army of the Syrians
camewith a small companyofmen; and the
LORDdeliveredavery great army into their
hand, because they had forsaken the LORD,
the God of their fathers. So they executed
judgment on Joash.

25 When they had departed from him
(for they left him seriously wounded), his
own servants conspired against him for the
blood of the sons of Jehoiada the priest,
and killed him on his bed, and he died.
They buried him in David’s city, but they
didn’t bury him in the tombs of the kings.
26 These are those who conspired against
him: Zabad the son of Shimeath the Am-
monitessand Jehozabad thesonofShimrith
the Moabitess. 27Now concerning his sons,
the greatness of the burdens laid on him,
and the rebuilding of God’s house, behold,
they are written in the commentary of the
book of the kings. Amaziah his son reigned
in his place.

25
1 Amaziah was twenty-five years

old when he began to reign, and he
reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem.
His mother’s name was Jehoaddan, of
Jerusalem. 2 He did that which was right
in the LORD’s eyes, but not with a perfect
heart. 3 Now when the kingdom was
established to him, he killed his servants
who had killed his father the king. 4 But
he didn’t put their children to death, but
did according to that which is written in
the law in the book of Moses, as the LORD
commanded, saying, “The fathers shall
not die for the children, neither shall the
children die for the fathers; but every man
shall die for his own sin.”

5 Moreover Amaziah gathered Judah to-
gether and ordered them according to their
fathers’ houses, under captains of thou-
sands and captains of hundreds, evenall Ju-
dah and Benjamin. He counted them from
twenty years old and upward, and found
that there were three hundred thousand
chosen men, able to go out to war, who
could handle spear and shield. 6 He also
hiredonehundred thousandmightymenof
valor out of Israel for one hundred talents*
of silver. 7 A man of God came to him,
saying, “O king, don’t let the army of Israel
gowith you, for the LORD is not with Israel,
with all the childrenofEphraim. 8But if you
will go, take action, and be strong for the
battle. God will overthrow you before the

enemy; for God has power to help, and to
overthrow.”

9 Amaziah said to the man of God, “But
what shall we do for the hundred talents†
which I have given to the army of Israel?”
The man of God answered, “The LORD is

able to give youmuchmore than this.”
10 Then Amaziah separated them, the

army that had come to him out of Ephraim,
to go home again. Therefore their anger
was greatly kindled against Judah, and they
returned home in fierce anger.

11Amaziah took courage, and led his peo-
ple out and went to the Valley of Salt, and
struck ten thousand of the children of Seir.
12 The children of Judah carried away ten
thousand alive, and brought them to the
top of the rock, and threw them down from
the top of the rock, so that they all were
broken in pieces. 13 But the men of the
army whom Amaziah sent back, that they
should not go with him to battle, fell on the
cities of Judah from Samaria even to Beth
Horon, and struck of them three thousand,
and tookmuch plunder.

14 Now after Amaziah had come from
the slaughter of the Edomites, he brought
the gods of the children of Seir, and set
them up to be his gods, and bowed down
himself before them and burned incense
to them. 15 Therefore the LORD’s anger
burnedagainstAmaziah, andhesent tohim
a prophet who said to him, “Why have you
sought after the gods of the people, which
have not delivered their own people out of
your hand?”

16As he talked with him, the king said to
him, “Have we made you one of the king’s
counselors? Stop! Why should you be
struck down?”
Then the prophet stopped, and said, “I

know that God has determined to destroy
you, because you have done this and have
not listened to my counsel.”

17Then Amaziah king of Judah consulted
his advisers, and sent to Joash, the son of
Jehoahaz, the son of Jehu, king of Israel,
saying, “Come! Let’s lookoneanother in the
face.”

18 Joash king of Israel sent to Amaziah
king of Judah, saying, “The thistle that was
in Lebanon sent to the cedar that was in
Lebanon, saying, ‘Give your daughter tomy
sonas hiswife. Thenawild animal thatwas
in Lebanon passed by and trampled down
the thistle. 19 You say to yourself that you
have struck Edom; and your heart lifts you
up to boast. Now stay at home. Why should
you meddle with trouble, that you should
fall, even you and Judah with you?’ ”

* 25:6 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds † 25:9 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds
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20 But Amaziah would not listen; for it
was of God, that hemight deliver them into
thehandof their enemies, because theyhad
sought after the gods of Edom. 21 So Joash
king of Israel went up, and he and Amaziah
kingof Judah lookedoneanother in the face
at Beth Shemesh, which belongs to Judah.
22 Judah was defeated by Israel; so every
man fled to his tent.

23 Joash king of Israel took Amaziah king
of Judah, the son of Joash the son of Je-
hoahaz, at Beth Shemesh and brought him
to Jerusalem, and broke down the wall of
Jerusalem from the gate of Ephraim to the
corner gate, four hundred cubits.‡ 24 He
took all the gold and silver, and all the
vessels thatwere found inGod’s housewith
Obed-Edom, and the treasures of the king’s
house, and the hostages, and returned to
Samaria.

25 Amaziah the son of Joash, king of Ju-
dah, lived for fifteen years after the death
of Joash, son of Jehoahaz, king of Israel.
26 Now the rest of the acts of Amaziah,
first and last, behold, aren’t they written in
the book of the kings of Judah and Israel?
27Now from the time that Amaziah turned
away from following the LORD, they made
a conspiracy against him in Jerusalem. He
fled to Lachish, but they sent after him
to Lachish and killed him there. 28 They
brought himonhorses andburiedhimwith
his fathers in the City of Judah.

26
1 All the people of Judah took Uzziah,

who was sixteen years old, and made him
king in the place of his father Amaziah.
2 He built Eloth and restored it to Judah.
After that the king slept with his fathers.
3 Uzziah was sixteen years old when he
began to reign; and he reigned fifty-two
years in Jerusalem. His mother’s namewas
Jechiliah, of Jerusalem. 4He did that which
was right in the LORD’s eyes, according
to all that his father Amaziah had done.
5 He set himself to seek God in the days of
Zechariah, who had understanding in the
vision of God; and as long as he sought the
LORD, Godmade him prosper.

6 He went out and fought against the
Philistines, and broke down the wall of
Gath, the wall of Jabneh, and the wall of
Ashdod; and he built cities in the coun-
try of Ashdod, and among the Philistines.
7 God helped him against the Philistines,
and against the Arabians who lived in Gur
Baal, and the Meunim. 8 The Ammonites
gave tribute to Uzziah. His name spread

abroad even to the entrance of Egypt, for
he grew exceedingly strong. 9 Moreover
Uzziah built towers in Jerusalem at the cor-
ner gate, at the valley gate, and at the turn-
ing of the wall, and fortified them. 10 He
built towers in the wilderness, and dug out
many cisterns, for he had much livestock,
both in the lowlands and in the plains. He
had farmers and vineyard keepers in the
mountains and in the fruitful fields, for he
loved farming. 11 Moreover Uzziah had
an army of fighting men who went out to
war by bands, according to the number of
their reckoning made by Jeiel the scribe
andMaaseiah the officer, under the hand of
Hananiah, one of the king’s captains. 12The
whole number of the heads of fathers’
households, even the mighty men of valor,
was two thousand six hundred. 13 Under
their hand was an army, three hundred
seven thousand five hundred, who made
war with mighty power, to help the king
against the enemy. 14 Uzziah prepared for
them, even for all the army, shields, spears,
helmets, coats of mail, bows, and stones for
slinging. 15 In Jerusalem, he made devices,
inventedbyskillfulmen, tobeon the towers
andon thebattlements,withwhich to shoot
arrows and great stones. His name spread
far abroad, because he was marvelously
helped until he was strong.

16But when he was strong, his heart was
lifted up, so that he did corruptly and he
trespassed against the LORD his God, for
he went into the LORD’s temple to burn
incense on the altar of incense. 17 Azariah
the priest went in after him, and with
him eighty priests of the LORD, who were
valiant men. 18 They resisted Uzziah the
king, and said to him, “It isn’t for you,
Uzziah, to burn incense to the LORD, but
for the priests the sons of Aaron, who are
consecrated to burn incense. Go out of the
sanctuary, for you have trespassed. It will
not be for your honor from the LORD God.”

19 Then Uzziah was angry. He had a
censer in his hand to burn incense, and
while hewas angrywith the priests, the lep-
rosy broke out on his forehead before the
priests in the LORD’s house, beside the altar
of incense. 20 Azariah the chief priest and
all the priests looked at him, and behold,
he was leprous in his forehead; and they
thrust him out quickly from there. Indeed,
he himself also hurried to go out, because
theLORDhad struckhim. 21Uzziah theking
was a leper to the day of his death, and lived
in a separate house, being a leper; for he
was cut off from the LORD’s house. Jotham

‡ 25:23 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters, so 400 cubits is about 200 yards or 184meters.
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his son was over the king’s house, judging
the people of the land.

22 Now the rest of the acts of Uzziah,
first and last, Isaiah the prophet, the son
of Amoz, wrote. 23 So Uzziah slept with
his fathers; and they buried him with his
fathers in thefield of burialwhichbelonged
to the kings, for they said, “He is a leper.”
Jotham his son reigned in his place.

27
1 Jotham was twenty-five years old when

he began to reign, and he reigned sixteen
years in Jerusalem. His mother’s namewas
Jerushah the daughter of Zadok. 2 He did
that which was right in the LORD’s eyes,
according to all that his father Uzziah had
done. However he didn’t enter into the
LORD’s temple. The people still acted cor-
ruptly. 3 He built the upper gate of the
LORD’s house, and he built much on the
wall of Ophel. 4Moreover he built cities in
the hill country of Judah, and in the forests
he built fortresses and towers. 5 He also
fought with the king of the children of Am-
mon, and prevailed against them. The chil-
drenofAmmongavehim the sameyearone
hundred talents* of silver, ten thousand
cors† of wheat, and ten thousand cors of
barley.‡ The children of Ammon also gave
that much to him in the second year, and in
the third. 6 So Jotham became mighty, be-
cause he ordered his ways before the LORD
his God. 7Now the rest of the acts of Jotham,
and all his wars and his ways, behold, they
arewritten in the book of the kings of Israel
and Judah. 8He was twenty-five years old
when he began to reign, and reigned six-
teen years in Jerusalem. 9 Jotham sleptwith
his fathers, and they buried him in David’s
city; and Ahaz his son reigned in his place.

28
1 Ahaz was twenty years old when he

began to reign, andhereignedsixteenyears
in Jerusalem. He didn’t do that which was
right in the LORD’s eyes, like David his fa-
ther, 2buthewalked in theways of the kings
of Israel, and also made molten images for
the Baals. 3 Moreover he burned incense
in the valley of the son of Hinnom, and
burned his children in the fire, according
to the abominations of the nations whom
the LORD cast out before the children of
Israel. 4Hesacrificedandburned incense in
the high places, and on the hills, and under
every green tree.

5 Therefore the LORD his God delivered
him into the hand of the king of Syria. They
struck him, and carried away from him a
great multitude of captives, and brought
them to Damascus. He was also delivered
into the hand of the king of Israel, who
struck him with a great slaughter. 6 For
Pekah the son of Remaliah killed in Judah
one hundred twenty thousand in one day,
all of them valiant men, because they had
forsaken the LORD, the God of their fathers.
7 Zichri, a mighty man of Ephraim, killed
Maaseiah the king’s son, Azrikam the ruler
of the house, and Elkanah who was next to
the king. 8 The children of Israel carried
away captive of their brothers twohundred
thousandwomen, sons, and daughters, and
also took away much plunder from them,
and brought the plunder to Samaria. 9 But
a prophet of the LORD was there, whose
name was Oded; and he went out to meet
the army that came to Samaria, and said to
them, “Behold, because the LORD, the God
of your fathers, was angry with Judah, he
has delivered them into your hand, and you
haveslain theminaragewhichhas reached
up to heaven. 10Now you intend to degrade
thechildrenof Judahand Jerusalemasmale
and female slaves for yourselves. Aren’t
there evenwith you trespasses of your own
against theLORDyourGod? 11Nowhearme
therefore, and send back the captives that
you have taken captive from your broth-
ers, for the fierce wrath of the LORD is on
you.” 12 Then some of the heads of the
children of Ephraim, Azariah the son of Jo-
hanan, Berechiah the son of Meshillemoth,
Jehizkiah the son of Shallum, and Amasa
the son of Hadlai, stood up against those
who came from thewar, 13and said to them,
“You must not bring in the captives here,
for you intend that which will bring on us
a trespass against the LORD, to add to our
sins and to our guilt; for our guilt is great,
and there is fierce wrath against Israel.”

14 So the armedmen left the captives and
the plunder before the princes and all the
assembly. 15 The men who have been men-
tioned by name rose up and took the cap-
tives, and with the plunder clothed all who
were naked among them, dressed them,
gave them sandals, gave them something
to eat and to drink, anointed them, car-
ried all the feeble of them on donkeys, and
brought them to Jericho, the city of palm
trees, to their brothers. Then they returned
to Samaria.

16At that time King Ahaz sent to the kings
* 27:5 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds † 27:5 1 cor is the same as a homer, or about 55.9 U. S. gallons
(liquid) or 211 liters or 6 bushels. 10,000 cors of wheat would weigh about 1,640 metric tons. ‡ 27:5 10,000 cors of
barley would weigh about 1,310metric tons.
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of Assyria to help him. 17 For again the
Edomites had come and struck Judah, and
carried away captives. 18 The Philistines
also had invaded the cities of the lowland
and of the South of Judah, and had taken
Beth Shemesh, Aijalon, Gederoth, Socowith
its villages, Timnah with its villages, and
also Gimzo and its villages; and they lived
there. 19 For the LORD brought Judah
low because of Ahaz king of Israel, be-
cause he acted without restraint in Judah
and trespassed severely against the LORD.
20 Tilgath-pilneser king of Assyria came
to him and gave him trouble, but didn’t
strengthen him. 21 For Ahaz took away a
portion out of the LORD’s house, and out of
thehouse of the king andof theprinces, and
gave it to the king of Assyria; but it didn’t
help him.

22 In the timeof his distress, he trespassed
yet more against the LORD, this same King
Ahaz. 23 For he sacrificed to the gods of
Damascus which had defeated him. He
said, “Because the gods of the kings of Syria
helped them, I will sacrifice to them, that
they may help me.” But they were the ruin
of him and of all Israel. 24 Ahaz gathered
together the vessels of God’s house, cut the
vessels ofGod’s house inpieces, and shutup
the doors of the LORD’s house; andhemade
himself altars in every corner of Jerusalem.
25 In every city of Judahhemadehighplaces
toburn incense toother gods, andprovoked
the LORD, the God of his fathers, to anger.

26 Now the rest of his acts, and all his
ways, first and last, behold, they arewritten
in the book of the kings of Judah and Is-
rael. 27Ahaz sleptwith his fathers, and they
buried him in the city, even in Jerusalem,
because they didn’t bring him into the
tombs of the kings of Israel; and Hezekiah
his son reigned in his place.

29
1 Hezekiah began to reign when he was

twenty-five years old, and he reigned
twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. His
mother’s name was Abijah, the daughter
of Zechariah. 2He did that which was right
in the LORD’s eyes, according to all that
David his father had done. 3 In the first year
of his reign, in the first month, he opened
the doors of the LORD’s house and repaired
them. 4 He brought in the priests and the
Levites andgathered themtogether into the
wide place on the east, 5 and said to them,
“Listen to me, you Levites! Now sanctify
yourselves, and sanctify the house of the
LORD, the God of your fathers, and carry
the filthiness out of the holy place. 6For our
fatherswereunfaithful, andhavedone that
whichwas evil in the LORD our God’s sight,

and have forsaken him, and have turned
away their faces from the habitation of the
LORD, and turned their backs. 7 Also they
have shut up thedoors of theporch, andput
out the lamps, andhavenot burned incense
norofferedburnt offerings in theholyplace
to the God of Israel. 8Therefore the LORD’s
wrath was on Judah and Jerusalem, and he
has delivered them to be tossed back and
forth, to be an astonishment and a hissing,
as you see with your eyes. 9 For behold,
our fathers have fallen by the sword, and
our sons and our daughters and our wives
are in captivity for this. 10 Now it is in my
heart to make a covenant with the LORD,
the God of Israel, that his fierce anger may
turn away from us. 11 My sons, don’t be
negligent now; for the LORD has chosen
you to stand before him, tominister to him,
and that you should be his ministers and
burn incense.”

12 Then the Levites arose: Mahath, the
son of Amasai, and Joel the son of Azariah,
of the sons of the Kohathites; and of the
sons of Merari, Kish the son of Abdi, and
Azariah the son of Jehallelel; and of the
Gershonites, Joah the son of Zimmah, and
Eden the son of Joah; 13 and of the sons
of Elizaphan, Shimri and Jeuel; and of the
sons of Asaph, Zechariah and Mattaniah;
14 and of the sons of Heman, Jehuel and
Shimei; and of the sons of Jeduthun, She-
maiah and Uzziel. 15 They gathered their
brothers, sanctified themselves, and went
in, according to the commandment of the
king by the LORD’s words, to cleanse the
LORD’s house. 16 The priests went into the
inner part of the LORD’s house to cleanse
it, and brought out all the uncleanness that
they found in the LORD’s temple into the
court of the LORD’s house. The Levites took
it from there to carry it out to the brook
Kidron. 17Now they began on the first day
of the first month to sanctify, and on the
eighth day of the month they came to the
LORD’s porch. They sanctified the LORD’s
house in eight days, and on the sixteenth
day of the firstmonth they finished. 18Then
theywent in toHezekiah thekingwithin the
palace and said, “We have cleansed all the
LORD’s house, including the altar of burnt
offering with all its vessels, and the table of
showbreadwith all its vessels. 19Moreover,
we have prepared and sanctified all the
vessels which King Ahaz threw away in his
reignwhen hewas unfaithful. Behold, they
are before the LORD’s altar.”

20 Then Hezekiah the king arose early,
gathered the princes of the city, and went
up to the LORD’s house. 21 They brought
seven bulls, seven rams, seven lambs, and
seven male goats, for a sin offering for
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the kingdom, for the sanctuary, and for
Judah. He commanded the priests the sons
of Aaron to offer them on the LORD’s altar.
22 So they killed the bulls, and the priests
received the blood and sprinkled it on the
altar. They killed the rams and sprinkled
the blood on the altar. They also killed
the lambs and sprinkled the blood on the
altar. 23 They brought near the male goats
for the sin offering before the king and
the assembly; and they laid their hands on
them. 24 Then the priests killed them, and
theymade a sin offeringwith their blood on
the altar, to make atonement for all Israel;
for the king commanded that the burnt of-
fering and the sin offering should be made
for all Israel.

25He set the Levites in the LORD’s house
with cymbals, with stringed instruments,
andwith harps, according to the command-
ment of David, of Gad the king’s seer, and
Nathan the prophet; for the commandment
was from the LORD by his prophets. 26 The
Levites stoodwithDavid’s instruments, and
the priests with the trumpets. 27Hezekiah
commanded them to offer the burnt of-
fering on the altar. When the burnt of-
fering began, the LORD’s song also began,
along with the trumpets and instruments
of David king of Israel. 28 All the assembly
worshiped, the singers sang, and the trum-
peters sounded. All this continued until the
burnt offering was finished.

29 When they had finished offering,
the king and all who were present with
him bowed themselves and worshiped.
30 Moreover Hezekiah the king and the
princes commanded the Levites to sing
praises to the LORD with the words of
David, and of Asaph the seer. They sang
praiseswith gladness, and theybowed their
heads and worshiped.

31 Then Hezekiah answered, “Now you
have consecrated yourselves to the LORD.
Come near and bring sacrifices and thank
offerings into the LORD’s house.” The as-
sembly brought in sacrifices and thank of-
ferings, and as many as were of a willing
heart brought burnt offerings. 32 The num-
ber of the burnt offerings which the assem-
blybroughtwas seventybulls, onehundred
rams, and two hundred lambs. All these
were foraburntoffering to theLORD. 33The
consecrated things were six hundred head
of cattle and three thousand sheep. 34 But
the priests were too few, so that they could
not skin all the burnt offerings. There-
fore their brothers the Levites helped them
until the work was ended, and until the
priests had sanctified themselves, for the
Levites weremore upright in heart to sanc-
tify themselves than the priests. 35Also the

burnt offerings were in abundance, with
the fat of the peace offerings and with the
drink offerings for every burnt offering. So
the service of the LORD’s house was set
in order. 36 Hezekiah and all the people
rejoicedbecause of thatwhichGodhadpre-
pared for the people; for the thingwas done
suddenly.

30
1 Hezekiah sent to all Israel and Judah,

andwrote letters also to Ephraim andMan-
asseh, that they should come to the LORD’s
house at Jerusalem, to keep the Passover
to the LORD, the God of Israel. 2 For the
king had taken counsel with his princes
and all the assembly in Jerusalem to keep
the Passover in the second month. 3 For
they could not keep it at that time, because
the priests had not sanctified themselves in
sufficient number, and the people had not
gathered themselves together to Jerusalem.
4 The thing was right in the eyes of the
king and of all the assembly. 5 So they
established a decree to make proclamation
throughout all Israel, from Beersheba even
to Dan, that they should come to keep the
Passover to the LORD, the God of Israel, at
Jerusalem, for they had not kept it in great
numbers in the way it is written.

6 So the couriers went with the letters
from the king and his princes throughout
all Israel and Judah, according to the com-
mandment of the king, saying, “You chil-
dren of Israel, turn again to the LORD, the
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, that he
may return to the remnant of you that have
escaped out of the hand of the kings of
Assyria. 7 Don’t be like your fathers and
like your brothers, who trespassed against
the LORD, the God of their fathers, so that
he gave them up to desolation, as you see.
8Now don’t be stiff-necked, as your fathers
were, but yield yourselves to the LORD,
and enter into his sanctuary, which he has
sanctified forever, and serve the LORDyour
God, that his fierce anger may turn away
from you. 9 For if you turn again to the
LORD, your brothers and your childrenwill
find compassion with those who led them
captive, and will come again into this land,
because the LORD your God is gracious and
merciful, and will not turn away his face
from you if you return to him.”

10 So the couriers passed from city
to city through the country of Ephraim
and Manasseh, even to Zebulun, but
people ridiculed them and mocked them.
11 Nevertheless some men of Asher, Man-
asseh, and Zebulun humbled themselves
and came to Jerusalem. 12Also the hand of
God came on Judah to give them one heart,
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to do the commandment of the king and of
the princes by the LORD’s word.

13 Many people assembled at Jerusalem
to keep the feast of unleavened bread in
the second month, a very great assem-
bly. 14 They arose and took away the al-
tars that were in Jerusalem, and they took
away all the altars for incense and threw
them into the brook Kidron. 15 Then they
killed the Passover on the fourteenth day
of the second month. The priests and
the Levites were ashamed, and sanctified
themselves, and brought burnt offerings
into theLORD’shouse. 16They stood in their
place after their order, according to the law
of Moses the man of God. The priests sprin-
kled the blood which they received of the
hand of the Levites. 17For thereweremany
in the assembly who had not sanctified
themselves; therefore the Levites were in
charge of killing the Passovers for everyone
who was not clean, to sanctify them to the
LORD. 18For amultitude of the people, even
many of Ephraim, Manasseh, Issachar, and
Zebulun, had not cleansed themselves, yet
theyate thePassoverother than theway it is
written. ForHezekiah hadprayed for them,
saying, “May the good LORD pardon every-
one 19 who sets his heart to seek God, the
LORD, the God of his fathers, even if they
aren’t clean according to the purification of
the sanctuary.”

20 The LORD listened to Hezekiah, and
healed the people. 21 The children of Israel
who were present at Jerusalem kept the
feast of unleavened bread seven days with
great gladness. The Levites and the priests
praised the LORD day by day, singing with
loud instruments to the LORD. 22Hezekiah
spoke encouragingly to all the Levites who
had good understanding in the service of
the LORD. So they ate throughout the feast
for the seven days, offering sacrifices of
peace offerings and making confession to
the LORD, the God of their fathers.

23 The whole assembly took counsel to
keep another seven days, and they kept
another seven days with gladness. 24 For
Hezekiah king of Judah gave to the assem-
bly for offerings one thousand bulls and
seven thousandsheep; and theprinces gave
to the assembly a thousand bulls and ten
thousand sheep; and a great number of
priests sanctified themselves. 25 All the as-
sembly of Judah, with the priests and the
Levites, and all the assembly who came
out of Israel, and the foreigners who came
out of the land of Israel and who lived in
Judah, rejoiced. 26 So there was great joy
in Jerusalem; for since the time of Solomon
the son of David king of Israel there was
nothing like this in Jerusalem. 27 Then

the Levitical priests arose and blessed the
people. Their voice was heard, and their
prayer came up to his holy habitation, even
to heaven.

31
1Nowwhenall thiswasfinished, all Israel

who were present went out to the cities of
Judah and broke the pillars in pieces, cut
down the Asherah poles, and broke down
the high places and the altars out of all
Judah and Benjamin, also in Ephraim and
Manasseh, until they had destroyed them
all. Then all the children of Israel returned,
everyman to his possession, into their own
cities.

2Hezekiah appointed the divisions of the
priests and the Levites after their divisions,
everymanaccording tohis service, both the
priests and the Levites, for burnt offerings
and for peace offerings, to minister, to give
thanks, and to praise in the gates of the
LORD’s camp. 3Healso appointed the king’s
portion of his possessions for the burnt of-
ferings: for themorning and evening burnt
offerings, and the burnt offerings for the
Sabbaths, for the new moons, and for the
set feasts, as it is written in the LORD’s law.
4Moreover he commanded the people who
lived in Jerusalem to give the portion of the
priests and the Levites, that theymight give
themselves to the LORD’s law. 5As soon as
the commandment went out, the children
of Israel gave in abundance the first fruits
of grain, newwine, oil, honey, and of all the
increase of the field; and they brought in
the tithe of all things abundantly. 6The chil-
dren of Israel and Judah, who lived in the
cities of Judah, also brought in the tithe of
cattle and sheep, and the tithe of dedicated
thingswhichwere consecrated to the LORD
their God, and laid them in heaps.

7 In the thirdmonth, they began to lay the
foundation of the heaps, and finished them
in the seventh month. 8 When Hezekiah
and the princes came and saw the heaps,
theyblessed theLORDandhispeople Israel.
9ThenHezekiah questioned the priests and
the Levites about the heaps. 10 Azariah
the chief priest, of the house of Zadok, an-
swered him and said, “Since people began
tobring theofferings into theLORD’shouse,
we have eaten and had enough, and have
plenty left over, for the LORD has blessed
hispeople; and thatwhich is left is this great
store.”

11 Then Hezekiah commanded them to
prepare rooms in the LORD’s house, and
they prepared them. 12 They brought in
the offerings, the tithes, and the dedicated
things faithfully. Conaniah the Levite was
ruler over them, and Shimei his brother
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was second. 13 Jehiel, Azaziah, Nahath,
Asahel, Jerimoth, Jozabad, Eliel, Ismachiah,
Mahath, and Benaiah were overseers un-
der the hand of Conaniah and Shimei his
brother, by the appointment of Hezekiah
the king and Azariah the ruler of God’s
house. 14Kore the son of Imnah the Levite,
the gatekeeper at the east gate, was over the
free will offerings of God, to distribute the
LORD’s offerings and the most holy things.
15Under himwere Eden,Miniamin, Jeshua,
Shemaiah, Amariah, and Shecaniah, in the
cities of the priests, in their office of trust,
to give to their brothers by divisions, to the
great as well as to the small; 16 in addition
to those who were listed by genealogy of
males, from three years old and upward,
eveneveryonewhoentered into theLORD’s
house, as the duty of every day required,
for their service in their offices according to
their divisions; 17and thosewhowere listed
by genealogy of the priests by their fathers’
houses, and the Levites from twenty years
old and upward, in their offices by their
divisions; 18 and those who were listed by
genealogyof all their little ones, theirwives,
their sons, and their daughters, through
all the congregation; for in their office of
trust they sanctified themselves inholiness.
19Also for the sonsofAaron thepriests,who
were in the fields of the pasture lands of
their cities, in every city, there were men
who were mentioned by name to give por-
tions to all themales among the priests and
to all who were listed by genealogy among
the Levites.

20Hezekiah did so throughout all Judah;
and he did that which was good, right, and
faithfulbefore theLORDhisGod. 21 Inevery
work that he began in the service of God’s
house, in the law, and in the command-
ments, to seek his God, he did it with all his
heart and prospered.

32
1After these things and this faithfulness,

Sennacherib king of Assyria came, entered
into Judah, encamped against the fortified
cities, and intended towin themforhimself.
2WhenHezekiah saw that Sennacheribhad
come, and that he was planning to fight
against Jerusalem, 3 he took counsel with
his princes and his mighty men to stop the
waters of the springs which were outside
of the city, and they helped him. 4 Then
many people gathered together and they
stopped all the springs and the brook that
flowed through the middle of the land, say-
ing, “Why should the kings of Assyria come,
and find abundant water?”

5 He took courage, built up all the wall
that was broken down, and raised it up

to the towers, with the other wall outside,
and strengthened Millo in David’s city, and
made weapons and shields in abundance.
6 He set captains of war over the people,
gathered them together to him in the wide
place at the gate of the city, and spoke en-
couragingly to them, saying, 7 “Be strong
and courageous. Don’t be afraid or dis-
mayed because of the king of Assyria, nor
for all the multitude who is with him; for
there is a greater onewithus thanwithhim.
8An arm of flesh is with him, but the LORD
ourGod iswith us to help us and to fight our
battles.” The people rested themselves on
the words of Hezekiah king of Judah.

9 After this, Sennacherib king of Assyria
sent his servants to Jerusalem, (now hewas
attacking Lachish, and all his forces were
with him), to Hezekiah king of Judah, and
to all Judah who were at Jerusalem, say-
ing, 10Sennacherib king of Assyria says, “In
whom do you trust, that you remain under
siege in Jerusalem? 11 Doesn’t Hezekiah
persuade you to give you over to die by
famine and by thirst, saying, ‘The LORD
our God will deliver us out of the hand
of the king of Assyria’? 12 Hasn’t the
same Hezekiah taken away his high places
and his altars, and commanded Judah and
Jerusalem, saying, ‘You shall worship be-
fore one altar, and you shall burn incense
on it’? 13 Don’t you know what I and my
fathers have done to all the peoples of the
lands? Were the gods of the nations of those
lands in any way able to deliver their land
outofmyhand? 14Whowas thereamongall
the gods of those nations which my fathers
utterly destroyed that could deliver his peo-
ple out ofmy hand, that your God should be
able to deliver you out of my hand? 15Now
therefore don’t let Hezekiah deceive you
nor persuade you in this way. Don’t believe
him, for no god of any nation or kingdom
was able to deliver his people out of my
hand, and out of the hand of my fathers.
How much less will your God deliver you
out of my hand?”

16 His servants spoke yet more against
the LORD God and against his servant
Hezekiah. 17He also wrote letters insulting
the LORD, the God of Israel, and speaking
against him, saying, “As the gods of the na-
tions of the lands, which have not delivered
their people out of my hand, so shall the
God of Hezekiah not deliver his people out
of my hand.” 18 They called out with a loud
voice in the Jews’ language to the people of
Jerusalemwhowere on thewall, to frighten
them and to trouble them, that they might
take the city. 19 They spoke of the God
of Jerusalem as of the gods of the peoples
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of the earth, which are the work of men’s
hands.

20 Hezekiah the king and Isaiah the
prophet, the son of Amoz, prayed because
of this, and cried to heaven.

21 The LORD sent an angel, who cut off
all the mighty men of valor, the leaders,
and captains in the camp of the king of
Assyria. So he returned with shame of face
to his own land. When he had come into
the house of his god, those who came out
of his own body* killed him there with the
sword. 22 Thus the LORD saved Hezekiah
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem from the
hand of Sennacherib the king of Assyria
and from the hand of all others, and guided
themonevery side. 23Manybrought gifts to
the LORD to Jerusalem, and precious things
to Hezekiah king of Judah, so that he was
exalted in the sight of all nations from then
on.

24 In those days Hezekiah was terminally
ill, and he prayed to the LORD; and he
spoke to him, and gave him a sign. 25 But
Hezekiah didn’t reciprocate appropriate to
the benefit done for him, because his heart
was lifted up. Therefore there was wrath
on him, Judah, and Jerusalem. 26However,
Hezekiah humbled himself for the pride of
his heart, both he and the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, so that the LORD’s wrath didn’t
come on them in the days of Hezekiah.

27Hezekiah had exceedingly great riches
and honor. He provided himself with
treasuries for silver, for gold, for precious
stones, for spices, for shields, and for all
kinds of valuable vessels; 28 also store-
houses for the increase of grain, new wine,
and oil; and stalls for all kinds of animals,
andflocks in folds. 29Moreoverheprovided
for himself cities, and possessions of flocks
and herds in abundance; for God had given
him abundant possessions. 30 This same
Hezekiah also stopped the upper spring of
the waters of Gihon, and brought them
straight down on the west side of David’s
city. Hezekiah prospered in all his works.

31However, concerning the ambassadors
of theprincesofBabylon,whosent tohimto
inquire of the wonder that was done in the
land, God left him to test him, that hemight
know all that was in his heart.

32Nowthe rest of theacts ofHezekiahand
his good deeds, behold, they are written in
the vision of Isaiah the prophet, the son of
Amoz, in the book of the kings of Judah and
Israel. 33 Hezekiah slept with his fathers,
and they buried him in the ascent to the
tombs of the sons of David. All Judah and
the inhabitants of Jerusalem honored him

at his death. Manasseh his son reigned in
his place.

33
1 Manasseh was twelve years old when

he began to reign, and he reigned fifty-five
years in Jerusalem. 2He did that whichwas
evil in the LORD’s sight, after the abomina-
tions of the nations whom the LORD cast
out before the children of Israel. 3 For he
built again the high places which Hezekiah
his father had broken down; and he raised
up altars for the Baals, made Asheroth, and
worshiped all the army of the sky, and
served them. 4He built altars in the LORD’s
house, of which the LORD said, “My name
shall be in Jerusalem forever.” 5 He built
altars for all the army of the sky in the two
courts of the LORD’s house. 6He also made
his children to pass through the fire in the
valley of the son of Hinnom. He practiced
sorcery, divination, and witchcraft, and
dealt with those who had familiar spirits
and with wizards. He did much evil in the
LORD’s sight, to provoke him to anger. 7He
set the engraved image of the idol, which
he had made, in God’s house, of which God
said to David and to Solomon his son, “In
this house, and in Jerusalem, which I have
chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, I will
put my name forever. 8 I will not any more
remove the foot of Israel from off the land
which I have appointed for your fathers,
if only they will observe to do all that I
have commanded them, even all the law,
the statutes, and the ordinances given by
Moses.” 9 Manasseh seduced Judah and
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that they
did more evil than did the nations whom
the LORD destroyed before the children of
Israel.

10TheLORD spoke toManasseh and tohis
people, but they didn’t listen. 11 Therefore
the LORD brought on them the captains of
the army of the king of Assyria, who took
Manasseh in chains, bound him with fet-
ters, and carried him to Babylon.

12When hewas in distress, he begged the
LORDhisGod, andhumbledhimself greatly
before the God of his fathers. 13He prayed
to him; and he was entreated by him, and
heard his supplication, and brought him
again to Jerusalem into his kingdom. Then
Manasseh knew that the LORDwas God.

14 Now after this, he built an outer wall
to David’s city on the west side of Gihon,
in the valley, even to the entrance at the
fish gate. He encircled Ophel with it, and
raised it up to a very great height; and he
put valiant captains in all the fortified cities

* 32:21 i.e., his own sons
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of Judah. 15He took away the foreign gods
and the idol out of the LORD’s house, and all
the altars that he had built in the mountain
of the LORD’s house and in Jerusalem, and
cast them out of the city. 16 He built up
the LORD’s altar, and offered sacrifices of
peace offerings and of thanksgiving on it,
and commanded Judah to serve the LORD,
theGod of Israel. 17Nevertheless the people
still sacrificed in the high places, but only to
the LORD their God.

18 Now the rest of the acts of Manasseh,
and his prayer to his God, and the words
of the seers who spoke to him in the name
of the LORD, the God of Israel, behold, they
are written among the acts of the kings of
Israel. 19 His prayer also, and how God
listened to his request, and all his sin and
his trespass, and the places in which he
built high places and set up the Asherah
poles and the engraved images before he
humbled himself: behold, they are written
in the history of Hozai.* 20 So Manasseh
slept with his fathers, and they buried him
inhis ownhouse; andAmonhis son reigned
in his place.

21Amon was twenty-two years old when
he began to reign; and he reigned two years
in Jerusalem. 22He did that which was evil
in the LORD’s sight, as did Manasseh his
father; and Amon sacrificed to all the en-
graved images which Manasseh his father
had made, and served them. 23 He didn’t
humble himself before the LORD, as Man-
asseh his father had humbled himself; but
this sameAmon trespassedmore andmore.
24His servants conspired against him, and
put him to death in his own house. 25 But
the people of the land killed all those who
had conspired against King Amon; and the
people of the landmade Josiah his son king
in his place.

34
1 Josiah was eight years old when he

began to reign, and he reigned thirty-one
years in Jerusalem. 2He did that whichwas
right in the LORD’s eyes, and walked in the
ways of David his father, and didn’t turn
away to the right hand or to the left. 3 For
in the eighth year of his reign, while hewas
yet young, he began to seek after the God
of David his father; and in the twelfth year
he began to purge Judah and Jerusalem
from the high places, the Asherah poles, the
engraved images, and the molten images.
4They broke down the altars of the Baals in
his presence; and he cut down the incense
altars that were on high above them. He

broke the Asherah poles, the engraved im-
ages, and themolten images inpieces,made
dust of them, and scattered it on the graves
of those who had sacrificed to them. 5 He
burned the bones of the priests on their al-
tars, and purged Judah and Jerusalem. 6He
did this in the cities of Manasseh, Ephraim,
and Simeon, even to Naphtali, around in
their ruins. 7Hebroke down the altars, beat
the Asherah poles and the engraved images
into powder, and cut down all the incense
altars throughout all the land of Israel, then
returned to Jerusalem.

8Now in the eighteenth year of his reign,
when he had purged the land and the
house, he sent Shaphan the son of Azaliah,
Maaseiah the governor of the city, and Joah
the son of Joahaz the recorder to repair
the house of the LORD his God. 9 They
came to Hilkiah the high priest and deliv-
ered themoney thatwas brought into God’s
house, which the Levites, the keepers of
the threshold, had gathered from the hands
of Manasseh, Ephraim, of all the remnant
of Israel, of all Judah and Benjamin, and
of the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 10 They
delivered it into the hands of the work-
men who had the oversight of the LORD’s
house; and the workmen who labored in
theLORD’shousegave it tomendandrepair
the house. 11 They gave it to the carpenters
and to the builders to buy cut stone and
timber for couplings, and to make beams
for the houses which the kings of Judah
had destroyed. 12 The men did the work
faithfully. Their overseers were Jahath and
Obadiah the Levites, of the sons of Merari;
and Zechariah and Meshullam, of the sons
of theKohathites, to give direction; and oth-
ers of the Levites, whowere all skillful with
musical instruments. 13Also theywereover
the bearers of burdens, and directed all
who did the work in every kind of service.
Of the Levites, there were scribes, officials,
and gatekeepers.

14When they brought out themoney that
was brought into the LORD’s house, Hilkiah
the priest found the book of the LORD’s
law given by Moses. 15 Hilkiah answered
Shaphan the scribe, “I have found the book
of the law in the LORD’s house.” So Hilkiah
delivered the book to Shaphan.

16 Shaphan carried the book to the king,
and moreover brought back word to the
king, saying, “All that was committed to
your servants, they are doing. 17They have
emptied out the money that was found in
theLORD’shouse, andhavedelivered it into
the hand of the overseers and into the hand
of the workmen.” 18 Shaphan the scribe

* 33:19 or, the seers
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told the king, saying, “Hilkiah the priest has
delivered me a book.” Shaphan read from
it to the king.

19 When the king had heard the words
of the law, he tore his clothes. 20 The king
commanded Hilkiah, Ahikam the son of
Shaphan, Abdon the son ofMicah, Shaphan
the scribe, and Asaiah the king’s servant,
saying, 21 “Go inquire of the LORD for me,
and for those who are left in Israel and in
Judah, concerning the words of the book
that is found; for great is the LORD’s wrath
that ispouredoutonus, becauseour fathers
have not kept the LORD’s word, to do ac-
cording to all that is written in this book.”

22 So Hilkiah and those whom the king
had commanded went to Huldah the
prophetess, the wife of Shallum the son of
Tokhath, the son of Hasrah, keeper of the
wardrobe (now she lived in Jerusalem in
the second quarter), and they spoke to her
to that effect.

23 She said to them, “The LORD, the God
of Israel says: ‘Tell the man who sent you
to me, 24 “The LORD says, ‘Behold, I will
bring evil on this place and on its inhabi-
tants, even all the curses that are written
in the book which they have read before
the king of Judah. 25 Because they have
forsaken me, and have burned incense to
other gods, that they might provoke me to
anger with all the works of their hands,
therefore my wrath is poured out on this
place, and it will not be quenched.’ ” ’ 26But
to thekingof Judah,who sent you to inquire
of the LORD, you shall tell him this, ‘The
LORD, the God of Israel says: “About the
words which you have heard, 27 because
your heart was tender, and you humbled
yourself before God when you heard his
words against this place and against its in-
habitants, and have humbled yourself be-
fore me, and have torn your clothes and
weptbeforeme, I alsohaveheardyou,” says
the LORD. 28 “Behold, I will gather you to
your fathers, and you will be gathered to
your grave in peace. Your eyes won’t see all
the evil that Iwill bring on this place and on
its inhabitants.” ’ ”
They brought back this message to the

king.
29 Then the king sent and gathered

together all the elders of Judah and
Jerusalem. 30 The king went up to the
LORD’s house with all the men of Judah
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem—the
priests, the Levites, and all the people,
both great and small—and he read in their
hearing all the words of the book of the
covenant that was found in the LORD’s
house. 31 The king stood in his place
and made a covenant before the LORD,

to walk after the LORD, and to keep his
commandments, his testimonies, and his
statutes with all his heart and with all his
soul, to perform the words of the covenant
that were written in this book. 32 He
caused all who were found in Jerusalem
and Benjamin to stand. The inhabitants of
Jerusalem did according to the covenant
of God, the God of their fathers. 33 Josiah
took away all the abominations out of all
the countries that belonged to the children
of Israel, and made all who were found
in Israel to serve, even to serve the LORD
their God. All his days they didn’t depart
from following the LORD, the God of their
fathers.

35
1 Josiah kept a Passover to the LORD in

Jerusalem. They killed the Passover on the
fourteenth day of the first month. 2He set
the priests in their offices and encouraged
them in the service of the LORD’s house.
3He said to theLeviteswho taught all Israel,
who were holy to the LORD, “Put the holy
ark in the house which Solomon the son
of David king of Israel built. It will no
longer be a burden on your shoulders. Now
serve the LORD your God and his people
Israel. 4 Prepare yourselves after your fa-
thers’ houses by your divisions, according
to the writing of David king of Israel, and
according to thewriting of Solomonhis son.
5Stand in the holy place according to the di-
visions of the fathers’ houses of your broth-
ers the children of the people, and let there
be for each a portion of a fathers’ house
of the Levites. 6 Kill the Passover lamb,
sanctify yourselves, and prepare for your
brothers, to do according to the LORD’s
word byMoses.”

7 Josiah gave to the children of the people,
of the flock, lambs and young goats, all
of them for the Passover offerings, to all
who were present, to the number of thirty
thousand, and three thousand bulls. These
were of the king’s substance. 8His princes
gave a free will offering to the people, to
the priests, and to the Levites. Hilkiah,
Zechariah, and Jehiel, the rulers of God’s
house, gave to the priests for the Passover
offerings two thousand six hundred small
livestock, and three hundred head of cat-
tle. 9 Conaniah also, and Shemaiah and
Nethanel, his brothers, and Hashabiah,
Jeiel, and Jozabad, the chiefs of the Levites,
gave to the Levites for the Passover offer-
ings five thousand small livestock and five
hundred head of cattle.

10 So the service was prepared, and the
priests stood in their place, and the Levites
by their divisions, according to the king’s
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commandment. 11They killed the Passover
lambs, and the priests sprinkled the blood
which they received from their hands, and
the Levites skinned them. 12They removed
the burnt offerings, that they might give
them according to the divisions of the fa-
thers’ houses of the children of the people,
to offer to the LORD, as it is written in the
book of Moses. They did the same with the
cattle. 13Theyroasted thePassoverwithfire
according to the ordinance. They boiled the
holy offerings in pots, in cauldrons, and in
pans, and carried them quickly to all the
children of the people. 14 Afterward they
prepared for themselves and for thepriests,
because the priests the sons of Aaron were
busy with offering the burnt offerings and
the fat until night. Therefore the Levites
prepared for themselves and for the priests
the sons of Aaron. 15 The singers, the sons
of Asaph, were in their place, according
to the commandment of David, Asaph, He-
man, and Jeduthun the king’s seer; and
the gatekeepers were at every gate. They
didn’t need to depart from their service,
because theirbrothers theLevitesprepared
for them.

16 So all the service of the LORD was pre-
pared the same day, to keep the Passover,
and to offer burnt offerings on the LORD’s
altar, according to the commandment of
King Josiah. 17 The children of Israel who
were present kept the Passover at that time,
and the feast of unleavened bread seven
days. 18 There was no Passover like that
kept in Israel from the days of Samuel the
prophet, nor did any of the kings of Israel
keep such a Passover as Josiah kept—with
the priests, the Levites, and all Judah and Is-
rael who were present, and the inhabitants
of Jerusalem. 19 This Passover was kept in
the eighteenth year of the reign of Josiah.

20Afterall this,when Josiahhadprepared
the temple, Neco king of Egypt went up to
fight against Carchemish by the Euphrates,
and Josiah went out against him. 21 But
he sent ambassadors to him, saying, “What
have I to do with you, you king of Judah?
I come not against you today, but against
the house with which I have war. God has
commandedme tomakehaste. Beware that
it is Godwho is withme, that he not destroy
you.”

22Nevertheless Josiah would not turn his
face from him, but disguised himself, that
hemight fight with him, and didn’t listen to
the words of Neco from the mouth of God,
and came to fight in the valley of Megiddo.
23 The archers shot at King Josiah; and the

king said to his servants, “Take me away,
because I am seriously wounded!”

24Sohis servants tookhimout of the char-
iot, and put him in the second chariot that
he had, and brought him to Jerusalem; and
he died, and was buried in the tombs of his
fathers. All Judah and Jerusalem mourned
for Josiah. 25 Jeremiah lamented for Josiah,
and all the singingmen and singingwomen
spoke of Josiah in their lamentations to this
day; and they made them an ordinance
in Israel. Behold, they are written in the
lamentations. 26 Now the rest of the acts
of Josiah and his good deeds, according to
that which is written in the LORD’s law,
27 and his acts, first and last, behold, they
arewritten in the book of the kings of Israel
and Judah.

36
1 Then the people of the land took Jehoa-

haz the son of Josiah, and made him king
in his father’s place in Jerusalem. 2 Joahaz
was twenty-three years old when he began
to reign; and he reigned three months in
Jerusalem. 3ThekingofEgypt removedhim
from office at Jerusalem, and fined the land
one hundred talents of silver and a talent*
of gold. 4 The king of Egypt made Eliakim
his brother king over Judah and Jerusalem,
and changed his name to Jehoiakim. Neco
took Joahaz his brother, and carried him to
Egypt.

5 Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old
when he began to reign, and he reigned
eleven years in Jerusalem. He did that
which was evil in the LORD his God’s sight.
6Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon cameup
against him, and bound him in fetters to
carry him to Babylon. 7 Nebuchadnezzar
also carried some of the vessels of the
LORD’s house to Babylon, and put them in
his temple at Babylon. 8 Now the rest of
the acts of Jehoiakim, andhis abominations
which he did, and that which was found in
him, behold, they are written in the book
of the kings of Israel and Judah; and Je-
hoiachin his son reigned in his place.

9 Jehoiachin was eight years old when
he began to reign, and he reigned three
months and ten days in Jerusalem. He did
thatwhichwasevil in theLORD’s sight. 10At
the return of the year, King Nebuchadnez-
zar sent and brought him to Babylon, with
the valuable vessels of the LORD’s house,
and made Zedekiah his brother king over
Judah and Jerusalem.

11 Zedekiah was twenty-one years old
when he began to reign, and he reigned
eleven years in Jerusalem. 12 He did that

* 36:3 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces
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which was evil in the LORD his God’s
sight. He didn’t humble himself before
Jeremiah the prophet speaking from the
LORD’s mouth. 13He also rebelled against
King Nebuchadnezzar, who had made him
swear by God; but he stiffened his neck,
and hardened his heart against turning to
the LORD, the God of Israel. 14 Moreover
all the chiefs of the priests and the people
trespassed very greatly after all the abomi-
nationsof thenations; and theypolluted the
LORD’s house which he had made holy in
Jerusalem.

15 The LORD, the God of their fathers,
sent to them by his messengers, rising up
early and sending, because he had com-
passion on his people and on his dwelling
place; 16 but they mocked the messengers
of God, despised his words, and scoffed at
his prophets, until the LORD’s wrath arose
against his people, until there was no rem-
edy.

17 Therefore he brought on them the
king of the Chaldeans, who killed their
young men with the sword in the house of
their sanctuary, and had no compassion on
young man or virgin, old man or infirm.
He gave them all into his hand. 18 All the
vessels of God’s house, great and small, and
the treasures of the LORD’s house, and the
treasures of the king and of his princes,
all these he brought to Babylon. 19 They
burnedGod’s house, brokedown thewall of
Jerusalem, burned all its palaces with fire,
and destroyed all of its valuable vessels.
20He carried those who had escaped from
the sword away to Babylon, and they were
servants to him and his sons until the reign
of the kingdom of Persia, 21 to fulfill the
LORD’s word by Jeremiah’s mouth, until
the land had enjoyed its Sabbaths. As long
as it lay desolate, it kept Sabbath, to fulfill
seventy years.

22 Now in the first year of Cyrus king of
Persia, that the LORD’s word by the mouth
of Jeremiah might be accomplished, the
LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king
of Persia, so that he made a proclamation
throughout all his kingdom, and put it also
in writing, saying, 23 “Cyrus king of Persia
says, ‘The LORD, the God of heaven, has
given all the kingdoms of the earth to me;
and he has commanded me to build him
a house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah.
Whoever there is among you of all his peo-
ple, the LORD his God be with him, and let
him go up.’ ”
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The Book of
Ezra

1 Now in the first year of Cyrus king of
Persia, that the LORD’s*wordby Jeremiah’s
mouth might be accomplished, the LORD
stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia,
so that hemade a proclamation throughout
all his kingdom, and put it also in writing,
saying,

2 “Cyrus king of Persia says, ‘The LORD,
the God† of heaven, has given me all
the kingdoms of the earth; and he has
commanded me to build him a house in
Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 3Whoever
there is among you of all his people, may
his God be with him, and let him go up to
Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and build
the house of the LORD, the God of Is-
rael (he is God), which is in Jerusalem.
4 Whoever is left, in any place where
he lives, let the men of his place help
him with silver, with gold, with goods,
and with animals, in addition to the free
will offering for God’s house which is in
Jerusalem.’ ”
5 Then the heads of fathers’ households

of Judah and Benjamin, the priests and the
Levites, all whose spirit God had stirred
to go up, rose up to build the LORD’s
house which is in Jerusalem. 6 All those
who were around them strengthened their
hands with vessels of silver, with gold,
with goods, with animals, and with pre-
cious things, in addition to all that was
willingly offered. 7 Also Cyrus the king
brought out thevessels of theLORD’shouse,
which Nebuchadnezzar had brought out of
Jerusalem, and had put in the house of his
gods; 8 even those, Cyrus king of Persia
brought out by the hand of Mithredath the
treasurer, and counted them out to Shesh-
bazzar the prince of Judah. 9 This is the
number of them: thirty platters of gold,
one thousand platters of silver, twenty-nine
knives, 10 thirty bowls of gold, fourhundred
ten silver bowls of a second kind, and one
thousand other vessels. 11All the vessels of
gold and of silver were five thousand four
hundred. Sheshbazzar brought all these up
when the captives were brought up from
Babylon to Jerusalem.

2
1 Now these are the children of the

province who went up out of the captiv-
ity of those who had been carried away,

whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Baby-
lon had carried away to Babylon, and who
returned to Jerusalem and Judah, every-
one to his city; 2 who came with Zerubba-
bel, Jeshua, Nehemiah, Seraiah, Reelaiah,
Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispar, Bigvai, Rehum,
and Baanah.
The number of the men of the people of

Israel: 3 The children of Parosh, two thou-
sand one hundred seventy-two. 4 The chil-
drenof Shephatiah, threehundred seventy-
two. 5 The children of Arah, seven hun-
dred seventy-five. 6 The children of Pa-
hathmoab, of the children of Jeshua and
Joab, two thousand eight hundred twelve.
7 The children of Elam, one thousand two
hundred fifty-four. 8 The children of Zattu,
nine hundred forty-five. 9 The children of
Zaccai, sevenhundred sixty. 10The children
of Bani, six hundred forty-two. 11 The chil-
dren of Bebai, six hundred twenty-three.
12The children of Azgad, one thousand two
hundred twenty-two. 13 The children of
Adonikam, six hundred sixty-six. 14 The
children of Bigvai, two thousand fifty-six.
15 The children of Adin, four hundred fifty-
four. 16 The children of Ater, of Hezekiah,
ninety-eight. 17 The children of Bezai,
three hundred twenty-three. 18 The chil-
dren of Jorah, one hundred twelve. 19 The
children of Hashum, two hundred twenty-
three. 20 The children of Gibbar, ninety-
five. 21 The children of Bethlehem, one
hundred twenty-three. 22 The men of Ne-
tophah, fifty-six. 23 The men of Anathoth,
one hundred twenty-eight. 24 The children
of Azmaveth, forty-two. 25 The children
of Kiriath Arim, Chephirah, and Beeroth,
seven hundred forty-three. 26 The children
of Ramah and Geba, six hundred twenty-
one. 27 The men of Michmas, one hun-
dred twenty-two. 28 The men of Bethel
and Ai, two hundred twenty-three. 29 The
children of Nebo, fifty-two. 30 The children
of Magbish, one hundred fifty-six. 31 The
children of the other Elam, one thousand
two hundred fifty-four. 32 The children of
Harim, three hundred twenty. 33 The chil-
dren of Lod, Hadid, and Ono, seven hun-
dred twenty-five. 34The children of Jericho,
three hundred forty-five. 35The children of
Senaah, three thousand six hundred thirty.

36 The priests: the children of Jedaiah, of
the house of Jeshua, nine hundred seventy-
three. 37 The children of Immer, one thou-
sand fifty-two. 38 The children of Pashhur,
one thousand two hundred forty-seven.
39The children ofHarim, one thousand sev-
enteen.

* 1:1 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”,
usually pronounced Yahweh). † 1:2 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is “” (Elohim).



Ezra 2:40 370 Ezra 3:7

40 The Levites: the children of Jeshua
and Kadmiel, of the children of Hodaviah,
seventy-four. 41 The singers: the children
of Asaph, one hundred twenty-eight. 42The
children of the gatekeepers: the children of
Shallum, the children of Ater, the children
of Talmon, the children of Akkub, the chil-
dren of Hatita, the children of Shobai, in all
one hundred thirty-nine.

43 The temple servants: the children of
Ziha, the children of Hasupha, the children
of Tabbaoth, 44 the children of Keros, the
children of Siaha, the children of Padon,
45 the children of Lebanah, the children of
Hagabah, the children of Akkub, 46 the chil-
dren of Hagab, the children of Shamlai, the
children ofHanan, 47 the children ofGiddel,
the children of Gahar, the children of Rea-
iah, 48 the children of Rezin, the children
of Nekoda, the children of Gazzam, 49 the
children of Uzza, the children of Paseah,
the children of Besai, 50 the children of
Asnah, the children of Meunim, the chil-
dren of Nephisim, 51 the children of Bak-
buk, the children of Hakupha, the children
of Harhur, 52 the children of Bazluth, the
children of Mehida, the children of Harsha,
53 the childrenof Barkos, the childrenof Sis-
era, the childrenofTemah, 54 the childrenof
Neziah, the children of Hatipha.

55Thechildrenof Solomon’s servants: the
children of Sotai, the children of Hasso-
phereth, the children of Peruda, 56 the chil-
dren of Jaalah, the children of Darkon, the
children of Giddel, 57 the children of Shep-
hatiah, thechildrenofHattil, the childrenof
Pochereth Hazzebaim, the children of Ami.
58All the temple servants, and the children
of Solomon’s servants, were three hundred
ninety-two.

59 These were those who went up from
Tel Melah, Tel Harsha, Cherub, Addan, and
Immer; but they could not show their fa-
thers’ houses and their offspring,* whether
they were of Israel: 60 the children of De-
laiah, the children of Tobiah, the children
of Nekoda, six hundred fifty-two. 61 Of
the children of the priests: the children
of Habaiah, the children of Hakkoz, and
the children of Barzillai, who took a wife
of the daughters of Barzillai the Gileadite,
and was called after their name. 62 These
sought their place among those who were
registered by genealogy, but they were not
found; therefore they were deemed dis-
qualified and removed from the priest-
hood. 63 The governor told them that they
shouldnot eat of themostholy thingsuntil a

priest stood up to servewith Urim andwith
Thummim.

64 The whole assembly together was
forty-two thousand three hundred sixty,
65 in addition to their male servants and
their female servants, of whom there were
seven thousand three hundred thirty-
seven; and they had two hundred singing
men and singing women. 66 Their horses
were seven hundred thirty-six; theirmules,
two hundred forty-five; 67 their camels,
four hundred thirty-five; their donkeys, six
thousand seven hundred twenty.

68 Some of the heads of fathers’ house-
holds, when they came to the LORD’s house
which is in Jerusalem, offered willingly for
God’s house to set it up in its place. 69 They
gave according to their ability into the trea-
sury of the work sixty-one thousand darics
of gold,† five thousandminas‡ of silver, and
one hundred priests’ garments.

70 So the priests and the Levites, with
some of the people, the singers, the gate-
keepers, and the temple servants, lived in
their cities, and all Israel in their cities.

3
1When the seventhmonthhad come, and

the children of Israel were in the cities, the
people gathered themselves togetherasone
man to Jerusalem. 2 Then Jeshua the son
of Jozadak stood up with his brothers the
priests and Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel
and his relatives, and built the altar of the
God of Israel, to offer burnt offerings on
it, as it is written in the law of Moses the
man of God. 3 In spite of their fear because
of the peoples of the surrounding lands,
they set the altar on its base; and they
offered burnt offerings on it to the LORD,
even burnt offeringsmorning and evening.
4 They kept the feast of booths, as it is writ-
ten, and offered the daily burnt offerings
by number, according to the ordinance, as
the duty of every day required; 5 and af-
terward the continual burnt offering, the
offerings of the new moons, of all the set
feasts of the LORD that were consecrated,
and of everyone who willingly offered a
free will offering to the LORD. 6 From the
first day of the seventh month, they began
to offer burnt offerings to the LORD; but
the foundation of the LORD’s temple was
not yet laid. 7 They also gave money to the
masons and to the carpenters. They also
gave food, drink, and oil to the people of
Sidon and Tyre to bring cedar trees from
Lebanon to the sea, to Joppa, according to

* 2:59 or, seed † 2:69 a daric was a gold coin issued by a Persian king, weighing about 8.4 grams or about 0.27 troy
ounces each. ‡ 2:69 Amina is about 600 grams or 1.3 U. S. pounds, so 5,000minas is about 3 metric tons.



Ezra 3:8 371 Ezra 4:17

the grant that they had from Cyrus King of
Persia.

8Now in the second year of their coming
to God’s house at Jerusalem, in the sec-
ondmonth, Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel,
Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and the rest of
their brothers the priests and the Levites,
and all those who had come out of the
captivity to Jerusalem, began the work and
appointed the Levites, from twenty years
old and upward, to have the oversight of
the work of the LORD’s house. 9 Then
Jeshua stood with his sons and his broth-
ers, Kadmiel and his sons, the sons of
Judah, together to have the oversight of
the workmen in God’s house: the sons of
Henadad, with their sons and their broth-
ers the Levites.

10When the builders laid the foundation
of the LORD’s temple, they set the priests
in their vestments with trumpets, with the
Levites the sons of Asaph with cymbals, to
praise theLORD, according to thedirections
of David king of Israel. 11 They sang to one
another in praising and giving thanks to
the LORD, “For he is good, for his loving
kindness endures forever toward Israel.”
All the people shouted with a great shout,
when they praised the LORD, because the
foundation of the LORD’s house had been
laid.

12 But many of the priests and Levites
and heads of fathers’ households, the old
men who had seen the first house, when
the foundationof this housewas laidbefore
their eyes, wept with a loud voice. Many
also shouted aloud for joy, 13 so that the
people could not discern the noise of the
shout of joy from the noise of the weeping
of the people; for the people shouted with
a loud shout, and the noise was heard far
away.

4
1 Now when the adversaries of Judah

and Benjamin heard that the children of
the captivity were building a temple to the
LORD, the God of Israel, 2 they came near
to Zerubbabel, and to the heads of fathers’
households, and said to them, “Let us build
with you, for we seek your God as you do;
and we have been sacrificing to him since
the days of Esar Haddon king of Assyria,
who brought us up here.”

3 But Zerubbabel, Jeshua, and the rest of
the heads of fathers’ households of Israel
said to them, “You have nothing to do with
us in building a house to our God; but we
ourselves together will build to the LORD,
the God of Israel, as King Cyrus the king of
Persia has commanded us.”

4 Then the people of the land weakened
the hands of the people of Judah, and trou-
bled them in building. 5 They hired coun-
selors against them to frustrate their pur-
pose all the days of Cyrus king of Persia,
even until the reign of Darius king of Per-
sia. 6 In the reign of Ahasuerus, in the
beginning of his reign, they wrote an accu-
sation against the inhabitants of Judah and
Jerusalem.

7 In the days of Artaxerxes, Bishlam,
Mithredath, Tabeel, and the rest of his
companions wrote to Artaxerxes king of
Persia; and the writing of the letter was
written in Syrian and delivered in the Syr-
ian language. 8 Rehum the chancellor and
Shimshai the scribe wrote a letter against
Jerusalem toArtaxerxes the king as follows.
9 Then Rehum the chancellor, Shimshai the
scribe, and the rest of their companions,
the Dinaites, and the Apharsathchites, the
Tarpelites, the Apharsites, the Archevites,
the Babylonians, the Shushanchites, theDe-
haites, the Elamites, 10 and the rest of the
nations whom the great and noble Osnap-
par brought over and settled in the city
of Samaria, and in the rest of the country
beyond the River, and so forth, wrote.

11 This is the copy of the letter that they
sent:

To King Artaxerxes, from your servants,
the people beyond the River.

12Be it known to the king that the Jews
who came up from you have come to
us to Jerusalem. They are building the
rebellious andbad city, andhavefinished
the walls and repaired the foundations.
13 Be it known now to the king that if
this city is built and the walls finished,
they will not pay tribute, custom, or toll,
and in the end it will be hurtful to the
kings. 14 Now because we eat the salt of
the palace and it is not appropriate for us
to see the king’s dishonor, therefore we
have sent and informed the king, 15 that
search may be made in the book of the
records of your fathers. You will see in
the book of the records, and know that
this city is a rebellious city, and hurtful to
kings and provinces, and that they have
started rebellions within it in the past.
That is why this city was destroyed. 16We
inform theking that if this city is built and
the walls finished, then you will have no
possession beyond the River.

17Then the king sent an answer to Rehum
the chancellor, and to Shimshai the scribe,
and to the rest of their companionswho live
in Samaria, and in the rest of the country
beyond the River:
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Peace.

18 The letter which you sent to us has
been plainly read beforeme. 19 I decreed,
and search has been made, and it was
found that this city has made insurrec-
tion against kings in the past, and that
rebellion and revolts have been made in
it. 20 There have also been mighty kings
over Jerusalem who have ruled over all
the country beyond the River; and trib-
ute, custom, and toll was paid to them.
21Make a decree now to cause these men
to cease, and that this city not be built
until a decree is made by me. 22 Be care-
ful that you not be slack doing so. Why
should damage grow to the hurt of the
kings?

23Thenwhen thecopyofKingArtaxerxes’
letterwas readbeforeRehum, Shimshai the
scribe, and their companions, they went in
haste to Jerusalem to the Jews, and made
them to cease by force of arms. 24 Then
work stopped on God’s house which is at
Jerusalem. It stopped until the second year
of the reign of Darius king of Persia.

5
1 Now the prophets, Haggai the prophet

and Zechariah the son of Iddo, prophe-
sied to the Jews who were in Judah and
Jerusalem. They prophesied to them in the
name of the God of Israel. 2 Then Zerubba-
bel the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son
of Jozadak rose up and began to build God’s
housewhich is at Jerusalem; andwith them
were the prophets of God, helping them.

3 At the same time Tattenai, the gover-
nor beyond the River, came to them, with
Shetharbozenai and their companions, and
asked them, “Who gave you a decree to
build this house and to finish this wall?”
4 They also asked for the names of the men
who were making this building. 5 But the
eye of their God was on the elders of the
Jews, and they didn’tmake themcease until
the matter should come to Darius, and an
answer should be returned by letter con-
cerning it.

6 The copy of the letter that Tattenai, the
governor beyond the River, and Shethar-
bozenai, and his companions the Apharsa-
chites who were beyond the River, sent to
Darius the king follows. 7They sent a letter
to him, in which was written:

To Darius the king, all peace.
8 Be it known to the king that we went

into the province of Judah, to the house

of the great God, which is being built
with great stones and timber is laid in
the walls. This work goes on with dili-
gence andprospers in their hands. 9Then
we asked those elders, and said to them
thus, “Who gave you a decree to build
this house, and to finish this wall?” 10We
asked them their names also, to inform
you that wemight write the names of the
men who were at their head. 11 Thus
they returned us answer, saying, “We are
the servants of the God of heaven and
earth and are building the house that
was built these many years ago, which
a great king of Israel built and finished.
12But after our fathers had provoked the
God of heaven to wrath, he gave them
into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king
of Babylon, the Chaldean, who destroyed
this house and carried the people away
into Babylon. 13 But in the first year of
Cyrus king of Babylon, Cyrus the king
made a decree to build this house of God.
14 The gold and silver vessels of God’s
house, which Nebuchadnezzar took out
of the temple that was in Jerusalem and
brought into the temple of Babylon, those
Cyrus the king also took out of the tem-
ple of Babylon, and they were delivered
to one whose name was Sheshbazzar,
whom he had made governor. 15He said
to him, ‘Take these vessels, go, put them
in the temple that is in Jerusalem, and let
God’s house be built in its place.’ 16 Then
the same Sheshbazzar came and laid the
foundations of God’s house which is in
Jerusalem. Since that timeevenuntil now
it has been being built, and yet it is not
completed.

17Now therefore, if it seems good to the
king, let a search be made in the king’s
treasurehouse,which is thereatBabylon,
whether it is so that adecreewasmadeby
Cyrus the king to build this house of God
at Jerusalem; and let the king send his
pleasure to us concerning this matter.”

6
1 Then Darius the king made a decree,

and the house of the archives, where the
treasures were laid up in Babylon, was
searched. 2A scrollwas found at Achmetha,
in the palace that is in the province of Me-
dia, and in it this was written for a record:

3 In the first year of Cyrus the king,
Cyrus the king made a decree: Concern-
ing God’s house at Jerusalem, let the
house be built, the place where they of-
fer sacrifices, and let its foundations be

* 6:3 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters.



Ezra 6:4 373 Ezra 7:10

strongly laid, with its height sixty cubits*
and its width sixty cubits; 4 with three
courses of great stones and a course of
new timber. Let the expenses be given
out of the king’s house. 5Also let the gold
and silver vessels of God’s house, which
Nebuchadnezzar took out of the temple
which is at Jerusalem and brought to
Babylon, be restored and brought again
to the temple which is at Jerusalem, ev-
erything to its place. You shall put them
in God’s house.

6 Now therefore, Tattenai, governor
beyond the River, Shetharbozenai, and
yourcompanions theApharsachites,who
are beyond the River, you must stay far
from there. 7 Leave the work of this
house of God alone; let the governor of
the Jews and the elders of the Jews build
this house of God in its place. 8Moreover
Imake a decree regardingwhat you shall
do for these elders of the Jews for the
building of this house of God: that of the
king’s goods, even of the tribute beyond
the River, expenses must be given with
all diligence to these men, that they not
be hindered. 9 That which they have
need of, including young bulls, rams, and
lambs, for burnt offerings to the God of
heaven; also wheat, salt, wine, and oil,
according to the word of the priests who
are at Jerusalem, let it be given them day
by day without fail, 10 that theymay offer
sacrifices of pleasant aroma to the God of
heaven, and pray for the life of the king
and of his sons. 11 I have also made a
decree that whoever alters this message,
let a beam be pulled out from his house,
and let him be lifted up and fastened on
it; and let his house be made a dunghill
for this. 12May the God who has caused
his name to dwell there overthrow all
kings and peoples who stretch out their
hand to alter this, to destroy this house of
God which is at Jerusalem. I Darius have
made a decree. Let it be done with all
diligence.

13 Then Tattenai, the governor beyond
the River, Shetharbozenai, and their com-
panions did accordingly with all diligence,
because Darius the king had sent a decree.

14 The elders of the Jews built and pros-
pered, through the prophesying of Haggai
the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo.
They built and finished it, according to the
commandment of the God of Israel, and
according to the decree of Cyrus, Darius,
andArtaxerxes king of Persia. 15This house
was finished on the third day of the month
Adar, which was in the sixth year of the
reign of Darius the king.

16 The children of Israel, the priests, the
Levites, and the rest of the children of the
captivity, kept the dedication of this house
of God with joy. 17 They offered at the ded-
ication of this house of God one hundred
bulls, two hundred rams, four hundred
lambs; and for a sin offering for all Israel,
twelvemale goats, according to thenumber
of the tribes of Israel. 18They set the priests
in their divisions and the Levites in their
courses, for the service of God which is at
Jerusalem, as it is written in the book of
Moses.

19 The children of the captivity kept the
Passover on the fourteenth day of the first
month. 20 Because the priests and the
Levites had purified themselves together,
all of them were pure. They killed the
Passover for all the childrenof the captivity,
for their brothers the priests, and for them-
selves. 21 The children of Israel who had
returned out of the captivity, and all who
had separated themselves to them from the
filthiness of the nations of the land to seek
the LORD, the God of Israel, ate, 22 and
kept the feast of unleavened bread seven
days with joy; because the LORD had made
them joyful, andhad turned the heart of the
king of Assyria to them, to strengthen their
hands in thework ofGod, theGodof Israel’s
house.

7
1 Now after these things, in the reign

of Artaxerxes king of Persia, Ezra the son
of Seraiah, the son of Azariah, the son
of Hilkiah, 2 the son of Shallum, the son
of Zadok, the son of Ahitub, 3 the son of
Amariah, the son of Azariah, the son of
Meraioth, 4 the son of Zerahiah, the son of
Uzzi, the son of Bukki, 5 the son of Abishua,
the son of Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the
son of Aaron the chief priest— 6 this Ezra
went up from Babylon. He was a skilled
scribe in the law ofMoses, which the LORD,
the God of Israel, had given; and the king
granted him all his request, according to
the LORD his God’s hand on him. 7 Some
of the children of Israel, including some of
thepriests, theLevites, the singers, the gate-
keepers, and the temple servantswentup to
Jerusalem in the seventhyearofArtaxerxes
the king. 8He came to Jerusalem in the fifth
month, which was in the seventh year of
the king. 9 For on the first day of the first
monthhebegan to goup fromBabylon; and
on the first day of the fifth month he came
to Jerusalem, according to the good hand of
his God on him. 10For Ezra had set his heart
to seek the LORD’s law, and to do it, and to
teach statutes and ordinances in Israel.
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11 Now this is the copy of the letter that
King Artaxerxes gave to Ezra the priest, the
scribe, even the scribe of the words of the
LORD’s commandments, and of his statutes
to Israel:

12Artaxerxes, king of kings,
To Ezra the priest, the scribe of the law of
the perfect God of heaven.
Now 13 I make a decree that all those of

the people of Israel and their priests and
the Levites in my realm, who intend of
their own free will to go to Jerusalem, go
with you. 14 Because you are sent by the
king and his seven counselors to inquire
concerning Judah and Jerusalem, accord-
ing to the lawof yourGodwhich is inyour
hand, 15 and to carry the silver and gold,
which the king and his counselors have
freely offered to the God of Israel, whose
habitation is in Jerusalem, 16 and all the
silver and gold that you will find in all
theprovinceofBabylon,with the freewill
offering of the people and of the priests,
offering willingly for the house of their
God which is in Jerusalem. 17 Therefore
you shall with all diligence buy with this
money bulls, rams, and lambs with their
meal offerings and their drink offerings,
and shall offer them on the altar of the
house of your God which is in Jerusalem.
18 Whatever seems good to you and to
your brothers to do with the rest of the
silver and the gold, do that according to
the will of your God. 19 The vessels that
are given to you for the service of the
house of yourGod, deliver before theGod
of Jerusalem. 20 Whatever more will be
needed for the house of your God, which
youmay have occasion to give, give it out
of the king’s treasure house.

21 I, even I, Artaxerxes the king, make
a decree to all the treasurers who are
beyond the River, that whatever Ezra the
priest, the scribe of the law of the God of
heaven, requires of you, it shall be done
with all diligence, 22 up to one hundred
talents* of silver, and to one hundred
cors†ofwheat, and toonehundredbaths‡
of wine, and to one hundred baths of oil,
and salt without prescribing how much.
23 Whatever is commanded by the God
of heaven, let it be done exactly for the
house of the God of heaven; for why
should there be wrath against the realm
of the king and his sons?

24 Also we inform you that it shall not
be lawful to impose tribute, custom, or

toll on any of the priests, Levites, singers,
gatekeepers, temple servants, or laborers
of this house of God.

25 You, Ezra, according to the wisdom
of your God that is in your hand, ap-
point magistrates and judges who may
judge all the people who are beyond the
River, who all know the laws of your God;
and teach him who doesn’t know them.
26 Whoever will not do the law of your
God and the law of the king, let judgment
be executed on him with all diligence,
whether it is to death, or to banishment,
or to confiscation of goods, or to impris-
onment.

27 Blessed be the LORD, the God of our
fathers, who has put such a thing as this
in the king’s heart, to beautify the LORD’s
house which is in Jerusalem; 28 and has
extended loving kindness to me before the
king and his counselors, and before all the
king’s mighty princes. I was strengthened
according to the LORD my God’s hand on
me, and I gathered together chief men out
of Israel to go up withme.

8
1Now these are the heads of their fathers’

households, and this is the genealogy of
those who went up with me from Babylon,
in the reign of Artaxerxes the king:

2Of the sons of Phinehas, Gershom.
Of the sons of Ithamar, Daniel.
Of the sons of David, Hattush.
3Of the sons of Shecaniah, of the sons of
Parosh, Zechariah; and with him were
listed by genealogy of the males one
hundred fifty.

4 Of the sons of Pahathmoab, Eliehoenai
the son of Zerahiah; and with him two
hundredmales.

5 Of the sons of Shecaniah, the son of
Jahaziel; and with him three hundred
males.

6 Of the sons of Adin, Ebed the son of
Jonathan; and with him fifty males.

7Of the sons of Elam, Jeshaiah the son of
Athaliah; and with him seventy males.

8Of the sons of Shephatiah, Zebadiah the
son of Michael; and with him eighty
males.

9 Of the sons of Joab, Obadiah the son
of Jehiel; and with him two hundred
eighteenmales.

10 Of the sons of Shelomith, the son of
Josiphiah; and with him one hundred
sixty males.

* 7:22 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces † 7:22 1 cor is the same as a homer, or about
55.9 U. S. gallons (liquid) or 211 liters or 6 bushels. ‡ 7:22 1 bath is one tenth of a cor, or about 5.6 U. S. gallons or 21
liters or 2.4 pecks. 100 baths would be about 2,100 liters.
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11Of the sons of Bebai, Zechariah the son
of Bebai; and with him twenty-eight
males.

12Of the sons ofAzgad, Johanan the sonof
Hakkatan; and with him one hundred
tenmales.

13Of the sons of Adonikam, whowere the
last, their names are: Eliphelet, Jeuel,
and Shemaiah; and with them sixty
males.

14Of the sonsofBigvai, Uthai andZabbud;
and with them seventy males.

15 I gathered them together to the river
that runs toAhava; and therewe encamped
three days. Then I looked around at the
people and the priests, and found there
were none of the sons of Levi. 16Then I sent
for Eliezer, for Ariel, for Shemaiah, for El-
nathan, for Jarib, for Elnathan, for Nathan,
for Zechariah, and for Meshullam, chief
men; also for Joiarib and for Elnathan, who
were teachers. 17 I sent themout to Iddo the
chief at the place Casiphia; and I told them
what they should tell Iddo and his brothers
the temple servants at the place Casiphia,
that they should bring to us ministers for
the house of our God. 18 According to the
good hand of our God on us they brought
us aman of discretion, of the sons of Mahli,
the son of Levi, the son of Israel, namely
Sherebiah, with his sons and his brothers,
eighteen; 19 and Hashabiah, and with him
Jeshaiah of the sons of Merari, his brothers
and their sons, twenty; 20 and of the temple
servants, whom David and the princes had
given for the service of the Levites, two
hundred twenty temple servants. All of
themwerementioned by name.

21 Then I proclaimed a fast there at the
river Ahava, that we might humble our-
selves before our God, to seek from him a
straight way for us, for our little ones, and
forall ourpossessions. 22For Iwasashamed
to ask of the king a band of soldiers and
horsemen to help us against the enemy on
theway, becausewehad spoken to the king,
saying, “The hand of our God is on all those
who seek him, for good; but his power and
his wrath is against all those who forsake
him.” 23 So we fasted and begged our God
for this, and he granted our request.

24 Then I set apart twelve of the chiefs
of the priests, even Sherebiah, Hashabiah,
and ten of their brothers with them, 25 and
weighed to them the silver, the gold, and the
vessels, even the offering for the house of
our God, which the king, his counselors, his
princes, and all Israel there present, had of-
fered. 26 I weighed into their hand six hun-

dredfifty talents of silver,* onehundred tal-
ents of silvervessels, onehundred talents of
gold, 27 twenty bowls of gold weighing one
thousand darics,† and two vessels of fine
bright bronze, precious as gold. 28 I said to
them, “You are holy to the LORD, and the
vessels are holy. The silver and the gold are
a free will offering to the LORD, the God of
your fathers. 29Watch and keep them until
you weigh them before the chiefs of the
priests, the Levites, and the princes of the
fathers’ households of Israel at Jerusalem,
in the rooms of the LORD’s house.”

30 So the priests and the Levites received
the weight of the silver, the gold, and the
vessels, to bring them to Jerusalem to the
house of our God.

31Thenwedeparted fromthe riverAhava
on the twelfth day of the first month, to go
to Jerusalem. The hand of our God was on
us, andhedeliveredus from thehandof the
enemy and the bandits by the way. 32 We
came to Jerusalem, and stayed there three
days. 33 On the fourth day the silver and
the gold and the vessels were weighed in
the house of our God into the hand of Mer-
emoth the son of Uriah the priest; and with
him was Eleazar the son of Phinehas; and
with them were Jozabad the son of Jeshua,
and Noadiah the son of Binnui, the Levites.
34 Everything was counted and weighed;
and all the weight was written at that time.

35 The children of the captivity, who had
come out of exile, offered burnt offerings
to the God of Israel: twelve bulls for all Is-
rael, ninety-six rams, seventy-seven lambs,
and twelve male goats for a sin offering.
All this was a burnt offering to the LORD.
36They delivered the king’s commissions to
the king’s local governors and to the gover-
nors beyond the River. So they supported
the people and God’s house.

9
1Now when these things were done, the

princes came near to me, saying, “The peo-
ple of Israel, the priests, and the Levites
have not separated themselves from the
peoples of the lands, following their abom-
inations, even those of the Canaanites, the
Hittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, the
Ammonites, the Moabites, the Egyptians,
and the Amorites. 2 For they have taken of
theirdaughters for themselvesand for their
sons, so that the holy offspring have mixed
themselves with the peoples of the lands.
Yes, the hand of the princes and rulers has
been chief in this trespass.”

* 8:26 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces † 8:27 a daric was a gold coin issued by a
Persian king, weighing about 8.4 grams or about 0.27 troy ounces each.
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3When I heard this thing, I tore my gar-
ment and my robe, and pulled the hair out
of my head and of my beard, and sat down
confounded. 4 Then everyone who trem-
bled at the words of the God of Israel were
assembled to me because of the trespass of
the exiles; and I sat confounded until the
evening offering.

5 At the evening offering I rose up from
myhumiliation, evenwithmy garment and
my robe torn; and I fell on my knees, and
spread out my hands to the LORD my God;
6 and I said, “My God, I am ashamed and
blush to lift up my face to you, my God,
for our iniquities have increased over our
head, and our guiltiness has grown up to
the heavens. 7 Since the days of our fathers
wehavebeen exceedingly guilty to this day;
and forour iniquitieswe, ourkings, andour
priests have been delivered into the hand
of the kings of the lands, to the sword, to
captivity, to plunder, and to confusion of
face, as it is this day. 8Now for a little mo-
ment grace has been shown from the LORD
our God, to leave us a remnant to escape,
and to give us a stake in his holy place, that
our God may lighten our eyes, and revive
us a little in our bondage. 9 For we are
bondservants; yet ourGodhas not forsaken
us in our bondage, but has extended loving
kindness to us in the sight of the kings of
Persia, to revive us, to set up the house of
our God, and to repair its ruins, and to give
us a wall in Judah and in Jerusalem.

10 “Now, our God, what shall we say after
this? Forwe have forsaken your command-
ments, 11 which you have commanded by
your servants the prophets, saying, ‘The
land to which you go to possess is an un-
clean land through the uncleanness of the
peoples of the lands, through their abomi-
nations,whichhavefilled it fromoneend to
another with their filthiness. 12Now there-
fore don’t give your daughters to their sons.
Don’t take their daughters to your sons, nor
seek their peace or their prosperity forever,
that you may be strong and eat the good of
the land, and leave it for an inheritance to
your children forever.’

13 “After all that has come on us for our
evil deeds and for our great guilt, since you,
our God, have punished us less than our
iniquities deserve, and have given us such
a remnant, 14 shall we again break your
commandments, and join ourselves with
the peoples that do these abominations?
Wouldn’t you be angry with us until you
had consumed us, so that there would be
no remnant, nor any to escape? 15 LORD,
the God of Israel, you are righteous; for we

are left a remnant that has escaped, as it is
today. Behold,* we are before you in our
guiltiness; for no one can stand before you
because of this.”

10
1 Now while Ezra prayed and made con-

fession, weeping and casting himself down
before God’s house, there was gathered to-
gether to him out of Israel a very great
assembly of men and women and chil-
dren; for the people wept very bitterly.
2 Shecaniah the son of Jehiel, one of the
sonsofElam, answeredEzra, “Wehave tres-
passed against our God, and have married
foreign women of the peoples of the land.
Yet now there is hope for Israel concerning
this thing. 3 Now therefore let’s make a
covenant with our God to put away all the
wives and those who are born of them,
according to the counsel of my lord and of
those who tremble at the commandment of
ourGod. Let it be done according to the law.
4Arise, for thematterbelongs toyouandwe
are with you. Be courageous, and do it.”

5 Then Ezra arose, and made the chiefs
of the priests, the Levites, and all Israel to
swear that they would do according to this
word. So they swore. 6 Then Ezra rose
up from before God’s house, and went into
the room of Jehohanan the son of Eliashib.
When he came there, he didn’t eat bread or
drinkwater, for hemourned because of the
trespass of the exiles. 7Theymade a procla-
mation throughout Judah and Jerusalem
to all the children of the captivity, that
they should gather themselves together to
Jerusalem; 8 and that whoever didn’t come
within three days, according to the counsel
of the princes and the elders, all his pos-
sessions should be forfeited, and he himself
separated from the assembly of the captiv-
ity.

9Then all themen of Judah andBenjamin
gathered themselves together to Jerusalem
within the three days. It was the ninth
month, on the twentieth day of the month;
and all the people sat in the wide place in
front of God’s house, trembling because of
this matter, and because of the great rain.

10 Ezra the priest stood up and said to
them, “You have trespassed, and have mar-
ried foreign women, increasing the guilt of
Israel. 11 Now therefore make confession
to the LORD, the God of your fathers and
do his pleasure. Separate yourselves from
thepeoples of the land and from the foreign
women.”

12Then all the assembly answered with a
loud voice, “We must do as you have said

* 9:15 “Behold”, from “”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.



Ezra 10:13 377 Ezra 10:44

concerning us. 13 But the people are many,
and it is a time of much rain, and we are
not able to stand outside. This is not a
work of one day or two, for we have greatly
transgressed in this matter. 14Now let our
princes be appointed for all the assembly,
and let all those who are in our cities who
have married foreign women come at ap-
pointed times, and with them the elders of
every city and its judges, until the fierce
wrath of our God is turned from us, until
this matter is resolved.”

15 Only Jonathan the son of Asahel and
Jahzeiah the son of Tikvah stood up against
this; and Meshullam and Shabbethai the
Levite helped them.

16 The children of the captivity did so.
Ezra the priest, with certain heads of
fathers’ households, after their fathers’
houses, and all of them by their names,
were set apart; and they sat down in the
first day of the tenth month to examine the
matter. 17 They finished with all the men
who had married foreign women by the
first day of the first month.

18 Among the sons of the priests there
were found who had married foreign
women:
of the sons of Jeshua, the son of Jozadak,
and his brothers: Maaseiah, Eliezer,
Jarib, and Gedaliah. 19 They gave their
hand that they would put away their
wives; and being guilty, they offered a
ram of the flock for their guilt.

20Of the sons of Immer: Hanani and Ze-
badiah.

21Of the sons of Harim: Maaseiah, Elijah,
Shemaiah, Jehiel, and Uzziah.

22Of the sons of Pashhur: Elioenai, Maa-
seiah, Ishmael, Nethanel, Jozabad, and
Elasah.

23 Of the Levites: Jozabad, Shimei, Kela-
iah (also called Kelita), Pethahiah, Ju-
dah, and Eliezer.

24Of the singers: Eliashib.
Of the gatekeepers: Shallum, Telem, and
Uri.

25 Of Israel: Of the sons of Parosh:
Ramiah, Izziah, Malchijah, Mijamin,
Eleazar, Malchijah, and Benaiah.

26 Of the sons of Elam: Mattaniah,
Zechariah, Jehiel, Abdi, Jeremoth, and
Elijah.

27Of the sons of Zattu: Elioenai, Eliashib,
Mattaniah, Jeremoth, Zabad, and Az-
iza.

28Of the sons of Bebai: Jehohanan, Hana-
niah, Zabbai, and Athlai.

29 Of the sons of Bani: Meshullam, Mal-
luch, Adaiah, Jashub, Sheal, and Jere-
moth.

30 Of the sons of Pahathmoab: Adna,
Chelal, Benaiah, Maaseiah, Mattaniah,
Bezalel, Binnui, andManasseh.

31 Of the sons of Harim: Eliezer, Isshi-
jah, Malchijah, Shemaiah, Shimeon,
32Benjamin, Malluch, and Shemariah.

33Of the sons of Hashum: Mattenai, Mat-
tattah, Zabad, Eliphelet, Jeremai, Man-
asseh, and Shimei.

34 Of the sons of Bani: Maadai, Amram,
Uel, 35 Benaiah, Bedeiah, Cheluhi,
36 Vaniah, Meremoth, Eliashib,
37 Mattaniah, Mattenai, Jaasu, 38 Bani,
Binnui, Shimei, 39 Shelemiah, Nathan,
Adaiah, 40 Machnadebai, Shashai,
Sharai, 41 Azarel, Shelemiah, She-
mariah, 42 Shallum, Amariah, and
Joseph.

43 Of the sons of Nebo: Jeiel, Mattithiah,
Zabad, Zebina, Iddo, Joel, and Benaiah.

44All thesehad taken foreignwives. Some
of them had wives by whom they had chil-
dren.
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The Book of
Nehemiah

1 The words of Nehemiah the son of Ha-
caliah.
Now in the month Chislev, in the twen-

tieth year, as I was in Susa the palace,
2 Hanani, one of my brothers, came, he
and certain men out of Judah; and I asked
themabout the Jewswho had escaped, who
were left of the captivity, and concerning
Jerusalem. 3 They said to me, “The rem-
nant who are left of the captivity there
in the province are in great affliction and
reproach. The wall of Jerusalem is also
broken down, and its gates are burnedwith
fire.”

4 When I heard these words, I sat down
and wept, and mourned several days; and
I fasted and prayed before the God* of
heaven, 5 and said, “I beg you, LORD,† the
God of heaven, the great and awesome God
who keeps covenant and loving kindness
with those who love him and keep his com-
mandments, 6 let your ear now be attentive
and your eyes open, that you may listen
to the prayer of your servant which I pray
before you at this time, day and night, for
the children of Israel your servants, while
I confess the sins of the children of Israel
which we have sinned against you. Yes, I
and my father’s house have sinned. 7 We
have dealt very corruptly against you, and
have not kept the commandments, nor the
statutes, nor the ordinances, which you
commanded your servant Moses.

8“Remember, I beg you, theword that you
commanded your servantMoses, saying, ‘If
you trespass, I will scatter you among the
peoples; 9but if you return to me, and keep
my commandments and do them, though
your outcasts were in the uttermost part of
the heavens, yet I will gather them from
there, and will bring them to the place that
I have chosen, to cause my name to dwell
there.’

10 “Now these are your servants and
your people, whom you have redeemed by
your great power and by your strong hand.
11Lord,‡ I beg you, let your ear be attentive
now to the prayer of your servant, and to
the prayer of your servants who delight to
fear your name; and please prosper your
servant today, and grant him mercy in the
sight of this man.”
Now I was cup bearer to the king.

2
1 In the month Nisan, in the twentieth

year ofArtaxerxes the king,whenwinewas
before him, I picked up the wine, and gave
it to the king. Now Ihadnot been sadbefore
in his presence. 2The king said tome, “Why
is your face sad, since you are not sick? This
is nothing else but sorrow of heart.”
Then I was very much afraid. 3 I said to

the king, “Let the king live forever! Why
shouldn’t my face be sad, when the city, the
place of my fathers’ tombs, lies waste, and
its gates have been consumedwith fire?”

4 Then the king said to me, “What is your
request?”
So I prayed to the God of heaven. 5 I said

to theking, “If it pleases theking, and if your
servant has found favor in your sight, I ask
that youwould sendme to Judah, to the city
of my fathers’ tombs, that I may build it.”

6The king said to me (the queen was also
sittingbyhim), “How longwill your journey
be? Whenwill you return?”
So it pleased the king to sendme, and I set

a time for him. 7Moreover I said to the king,
“If it pleases the king, let letters be given
me to the governors beyond the River, that
theymay letmepass throughuntil I come to
Judah; 8 and a letter to Asaph the keeper of
theking’s forest, thathemaygiveme timber
tomakebeams for the gates of the citadel by
the temple, for the wall of the city, and for
the house that I will occupy.”
The king grantedmy requests, because of

the good hand of my God on me. 9 Then
I came to the governors beyond the River,
and gave them the king’s letters. Now the
king had sent captains of the army and
horsemen with me. 10When Sanballat the
Horonite andTobiah theAmmonite servant
heard of it, it grieved them exceedingly,
becauseamanhadcome to seek thewelfare
of the children of Israel.

11 So I came to Jerusalem, and was there
threedays. 12 I arose in thenight, I anda few
men with me. I didn’t tell anyone what my
God put into my heart to do for Jerusalem.
There wasn’t any animal with me except
the animal that I rode on. 13 I went out by
night by the valley gate toward the jackal’s
well, then to the dung gate; and I inspected
the walls of Jerusalem, which were broken
down, and its gates were consumed with
fire. 14 Then I went on to the spring gate
and to the king’s pool, but there was no
place for the animal that was under me to
pass. 15 Then I went up in the night by the
brook and inspected the wall; and I turned

* 1:4 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is “” (Elohim). † 1:5 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or
“GOD” is the translation of God’s ProperName (Hebrew “”, usually pronounced Yahweh). ‡ 1:11 Theword translated
“Lord” is “Adonai.”
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back, and entered by the valley gate, and so
returned. 16 The rulers didn’t know where
I went, or what I did. I had not as yet told
it to the Jews, nor to the priests, nor to the
nobles, nor to the rulers, nor to the restwho
did the work.

17 Then I said to them, “You see the bad
situation that we are in, how Jerusalem lies
waste, and its gates are burned with fire.
Come, let’s build up the wall of Jerusalem,
that we won’t be disgraced.” 18 I told them
about the hand of my God which was good
onme, and also about the king’s words that
he had spoken tome.
They said, “Let’s rise up and build.” So

they strengthened their hands for the good
work.

19 But when Sanballat the Horonite, To-
biah the Ammonite servant, and Geshem
the Arabian, heard it, they ridiculed us and
despised us, and said, “What is this thing
that you are doing? Will you rebel against
the king?”

20 Then I answered them, and said to
them, “The God of heaven will prosper us.
Therefore we, his servants, will arise and
build; but you have no portion, nor right,
nor memorial in Jerusalem.”

3
1 Then Eliashib the high priest rose up

with his brothers the priests, and they built
the sheep gate. They sanctified it, and set
up its doors. They sanctified it even to
the tower of Hammeah, to the tower of
Hananel. 2Next to him the men of Jericho
built. Next to them Zaccur the son of Imri
built.

3 The sons of Hassenaah built the fish
gate. They laid its beams, and set up its
doors, its bolts, and its bars. 4 Next to
them, Meremoth the son of Uriah, the son
of Hakkoz made repairs. Next to them,
Meshullam the son of Berechiah, the son of
Meshezabel made repairs. Next to them,
Zadok the sonofBaanamaderepairs. 5Next
to them, the Tekoites made repairs; but
their nobles didn’t put their necks to the
Lord’s work.

6 Joiada the son of Paseah and Meshul-
lam the son of Besodeiah repaired the old
gate. They laid its beams and set up its
doors, its bolts, and its bars. 7 Next to
them,Melatiah the Gibeonite and Jadon the
Meronothite, themen of Gibeon and ofMiz-
pah, repaired the residence of the governor
beyond the River. 8 Next to him, Uzziel
the son of Harhaiah, goldsmiths, made re-
pairs. Next to him, Hananiah, one of the
perfumers,made repairs, and they fortified

Jerusalem even to the wide wall. 9Next to
them, Rephaiah the son of Hur, the ruler
of half the district of Jerusalem, made re-
pairs. 10 Next to them, Jedaiah the son of
Harumaph made repairs across from his
house. Next to him, Hattush the son of
Hashabneiah made repairs. 11 Malchijah
the son of Harim and Hasshub the son of
Pahathmoab repaired another portion and
the tower of the furnaces. 12 Next to him,
Shallum the son of Hallohesh, the ruler of
half the district of Jerusalem, he and his
daughters made repairs.

13 Hanun and the inhabitants of Zanoah
repaired the valley gate. They built it, and
set up its doors, its bolts, and its bars, and
one thousand cubits* of thewall to thedung
gate.

14Malchijah the son of Rechab, the ruler
of the district of Beth Haccherem, repaired
the dung gate. He built it, and set up its
doors, its bolts, and its bars.

15Shallun thesonofColhozeh, therulerof
the district of Mizpah, repaired the spring
gate. He built it, covered it, and set up
its doors, its bolts, and its bars; and he
repaired the wall of the pool of Shelah by
the king’s garden, even to the stairs that
go down from David’s city. 16 After him,
Nehemiah the son of Azbuk, the ruler of
half the district of Beth Zur, made repairs
to the place opposite the tombs of David,
and to the pool that was made, and to the
house of the mighty men. 17 After him,
the Levites—Rehum the son of Bani made
repairs. Next to him, Hashabiah, the ruler
of half the district of Keilah, made repairs
for his district. 18After him, their brothers,
Bavvai the son of Henadad, the ruler of half
the district of Keilah made repairs. 19Next
to him, Ezer the son of Jeshua, the ruler
of Mizpah, repaired another portion across
from theascent to thearmoryat the turning
of the wall. 20After him, Baruch the son of
Zabbai earnestly repaired another portion,
from the turning of the wall to the door of
thehouseofEliashib thehighpriest. 21After
him, Meremoth the son of Uriah the son of
Hakkoz repaired another portion, from the
door of the house of Eliashib even to the
end of the house of Eliashib. 22 After him,
thepriests, themenof the surroundingarea
made repairs. 23After them, Benjamin and
Hasshub made repairs across from their
house. After them, Azariah the son of Maa-
seiah the son of Ananiah made repairs be-
side his own house. 24After him, Binnui the
son of Henadad repaired another portion,
from the house of Azariah to the turning of

* 3:13 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters.
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the wall, and to the corner. 25 Palal the son
of Uzai made repairs opposite the turning
of the wall, and the tower that stands out
from the upper house of the king, which is
by the court of the guard. AfterhimPedaiah
the son of Paroshmade repairs. 26 (Now the
temple servants lived in Ophel, to the place
opposite thewatergate toward theeast, and
the tower that stands out.) 27After him the
Tekoites repairedanotherportion, opposite
the great tower that stands out, and to the
wall of Ophel.

28Above the horse gate, the priests made
repairs, everyone across from his own
house. 29 After them, Zadok the son of
Immer made repairs across from his own
house. After him, Shemaiah the son of
Shecaniah, thekeeperof theeast gate,made
repairs. 30 After him, Hananiah the son
of Shelemiah, and Hanun, the sixth son
of Zalaph, repaired another portion. Af-
ter him, Meshullam the son of Berechiah
made repairs across fromhis room. 31After
him,Malchijah, one of the goldsmiths to the
house of the temple servants, and of the
merchants, made repairs opposite the gate
of Hammiphkad and to the ascent of the
corner. 32Between the ascent of the corner
and the sheep gate, the goldsmiths and the
merchants made repairs.

4
1But when Sanballat heard that we were

building the wall, he was angry, and was
very indignant, and mocked the Jews. 2He
spoke before his brothers and the army of
Samaria, and said, “What are these feeble
Jews doing? Will they fortify themselves?
Will they sacrifice? Will they finish in a
day? Will they revive the stones out of the
heaps of rubbish, since they are burned?”

3Now Tobiah the Ammonite was by him,
andhe said, “What theyarebuilding, if a fox
climbed up it, he would break down their
stone wall.”

4 “Hear, our God, for we are despised.
Turn back their reproach on their own
head. Give them up for a plunder in a land
of captivity. 5 Don’t cover their iniquity.
Don’t let their sinbeblottedout frombefore
you; for they have insulted the builders.”

6 So we built the wall; and all the wall
was joined together tohalf its height, for the
people had amind to work.

7 But when Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabi-
ans, the Ammonites, and the Ashdodites
heard that the repairing of the walls of
Jerusalem went forward, and that the
breaches began to be filled, they were very
angry; 8 and they all conspired together to
come and fight against Jerusalem, and to
cause confusion among us. 9 But we made

our prayer to our God, and set a watch
against them day and night because of
them.

10 Judah said, “The strength of the bear-
ers of burdens is fading and there is much
rubble, so that we are not able to build the
wall.” 11 Our adversaries said, “They will
not know or see, until we come in among
them and kill them, and cause the work to
cease.”

12 When the Jews who lived by them
came, they said to us ten times from all
places, “Whereveryou turn, theywill attack
us.”

13 Therefore I set guards in the lowest
parts of the space behind the wall, in the
open places. I set the people by family
groups with their swords, their spears, and
their bows. 14 I looked, and rose up, and
said to the nobles, to the rulers, and to
the rest of the people, “Don’t be afraid of
them! Remember the Lord, who is great
and awesome, and fight for your brothers,
your sons, your daughters, your wives, and
your houses.”

15 When our enemies heard that it was
known to us, and God had brought their
counsel to nothing, all of us returned to
the wall, everyone to his work. 16 From
that time forth, half of my servants did the
work, and half of them held the spears,
the shields, the bows, and the coats of
mail; and the rulers were behind all the
house of Judah. 17 Those who built the
wall, and those who bore burdens loaded
themselves; everyonewith one of his hands
did the work, and with the other held his
weapon. 18 Among the builders, everyone
wore his sword at his side, and so built.
He who sounded the trumpet was by me.
19 I said to the nobles, and to the rulers
and to the rest of the people, “The work is
great and widely spread out, and we are
separated on the wall, far from one an-
other. 20 Wherever you hear the sound of
the trumpet, rally there to us. Our God will
fight for us.”

21 So we did the work. Half of the people
held the spears from the rising of themorn-
ing until the stars appeared. 22 Likewise
at the same time I said to the people, “Let
everyone with his servant lodge within
Jerusalem, that in the night they may be a
guard to us, andmay labor in the day.” 23So
neither I, normybrothers, normy servants,
nor the men of the guard who followed
me took off our clothes. Everyone took his
weapon to the water.

5
1 Then there arose a great cry of the peo-

ple and of their wives against their broth-
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ers the Jews. 2 For there were some who
said, “We, our sons and our daughters, are
many. Let us get grain, that wemay eat and
live.” 3Therewere also somewho said, “We
are mortgaging our fields, our vineyards,
and our houses. Let us get grain, because
of the famine.” 4 There were also some
who said, “We have borrowed money for
the king’s tribute using our fields and our
vineyards as collateral. 5 Yet now our flesh
is as the flesh of our brothers, our children
as their children. Behold,* we bring our
sons and our daughters into bondage to be
servants, and some of our daughters have
been brought into bondage. It is also not
in our power to help it, because other men
have our fields and our vineyards.”

6 I was very angry when I heard their
cry and these words. 7 Then I consulted
with myself, and contended with the no-
bles and the rulers, and said to them, “You
exact usury, everyone of his brother.” I
held a great assembly against them. 8 I
said to them, “We, after our ability, have
redeemed our brothers the Jews that were
sold to the nations; and would you even
sell your brothers, and should they be sold
to us?” Then they held their peace, and
found not a word to say. 9Also I said, “The
thing that you do is not good. Shouldn’t
you walk in the fear of our God because of
the reproach of the nations, our enemies?
10 I likewise, my brothers and my servants,
lend them money and grain. Please let us
stop this usury. 11 Please restore to them,
even today, their fields, their vineyards,
their olive groves, and their houses, also the
hundredth part of the money, and of the
grain, the new wine, and the oil, that you
are charging them.”

12 Then they said, “We will restore them,
and will require nothing of them. We will
do so, even as you say.”
Then I called the priests, and took an oath

of them, that they would do according to
this promise. 13 Also I shook out my lap,
and said, “Somay God shake out everyman
from his house, and from his labor, that
doesn’t perform this promise; even may he
be shaken out and emptied like this.”
All the assembly said, “Amen,” and

praised theLORD. Thepeople did according
to this promise.

14Moreover from the time that I was ap-
pointed to be their governor in the land of
Judah, from the twentieth year even to the
thirty-second year of Artaxerxes the king,
that is, twelve years, I and my brothers
have not eaten the bread of the governor.

15 But the former governors who were be-
fore me were supported by the people, and
took bread and wine from them, plus forty
shekels† of silver; yes, even their servants
ruled over the people, but I didn’t do so,
because of the fear of God. 16Yes, I also con-
tinued in the work of this wall. We didn’t
buy any land. All my servants were gath-
ered there to the work. 17Moreover there
were atmy table, of the Jews and the rulers,
one hundred fifty men, in addition to those
who came to us from among the nations
thatwere aroundus. 18Nowthatwhichwas
prepared for one day was one ox and six
choice sheep. Also fowls were prepared for
me, and once in ten days a store of all sorts
of wine. Yet for all this, I didn’t demand the
governor’s pay, because the bondage was
heavy on this people. 19Remember me, my
God, for all the good that I havedone for this
people.

6
1Now when it was reported to Sanballat,

Tobiah, Geshem theArabian, and to the rest
of our enemies that I had built thewall, and
that there was no breach left in it (though
even to that time I had not set up the doors
in the gates), 2Sanballat andGeshemsent to
me, saying, “Come! Let’s meet together in
the villages in the plain of Ono.” But they
intended to harmme.

3 I sent messengers to them, saying, “I am
doing a great work, so that I can’t come
down. Why should the work cease while I
leave it and come down to you?”

4They sent to me four times like this; and
I answered them the same way. 5 Then
Sanballat sent his servant to me the same
way the fifth time with an open letter in his
hand, 6 inwhichwaswritten, “It is reported
among thenations, andGashmusays it, that
youand the Jews intend to rebel. Becauseof
that, you are building the wall. You would
be their king, according to these words.
7 You have also appointed prophets to pro-
claimof youat Jerusalem, saying, ‘There is a
king in Judah!’ Nowitwill be reported to the
king according to these words. Come now
therefore, and let’s take counsel together.”

8 Then I sent to him, saying, “There are
no such things done as you say, but you
imagine them out of your own heart.” 9For
they all would have made us afraid, say-
ing, “Their hands will be weakened from
the work, that it not be done.” But now,
strengthenmy hands.

10 I went to the house of Shemaiah the
son of Delaiah the son of Mehetabel, who

* 5:5 “Behold”, from “”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection. † 5:15
A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces.
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was shut in at his home; and he said, “Let
us meet together in God’s house, within
the temple, and let’s shut the doors of the
temple; for they will come to kill you. Yes,
in the night they will come to kill you.”

11 I said, “Should aman likemeflee? Who
is there that, being such as I, would go into
the temple to save his life? I will not go
in.” 12 I discerned, and behold, God had not
sent him, but he pronounced this prophecy
againstme. Tobiah and Sanballat had hired
him. 13 He was hired so that I would be
afraid, do so, and sin, and that they might
have material for an evil report, that they
might reproachme. 14 “Remember,myGod,
Tobiah and Sanballat according to these
their works, and also the prophetess Noa-
diah and the rest of the prophets thatwould
have put me in fear.”

15 So the wall was finished in the twenty-
fifth day of Elul, in fifty-two days. 16When
all our enemies heard of it, all the na-
tions that were around us were afraid, and
they lost their confidence; for they per-
ceived that this work was done by our
God. 17 Moreover in those days the no-
bles of Judah sent many letters to Tobiah,
and Tobiah’s letters came to them. 18 For
there were many in Judah sworn to him
because hewas the son-in-lawof Shecaniah
the son of Arah; and his son Jehohanan had
taken the daughter of Meshullam the son
of Berechiah as wife. 19 Also they spoke of
his good deeds before me, and reportedmy
words to him. Tobiah sent letters to put me
in fear.

7
1Now when the wall was built and I had

set up the doors, and the gatekeepers and
the singers and the Leviteswere appointed,
2 I put my brother Hanani, and Hananiah
the governor of the fortress, in charge of
Jerusalem; for he was a faithful man and
feared God above many. 3 I said to them,
“Don’t let the gates of Jerusalem be opened
until the sun is hot; and while they stand
guard, let them shut the doors, and you bar
them; and appoint watches of the inhabi-
tants of Jerusalem, everyone in his watch,
with everyone near his house.”

4 Now the city was wide and large; but
thepeoplewere fewtherein, and thehouses
were not built.

5 My God put into my heart to gather
together the nobles, and the rulers, and the
people, that they might be listed by geneal-
ogy. I found the book of the genealogy of
those who came up at the first, and I found
this written in it:

6 These are the children of the province
who went up out of the captivity of those

who had been carried away, whom Neb-
uchadnezzar the king of Babylon had car-
ried away, and who returned to Jerusalem
and to Judah, everyone to his city, 7 who
came with Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Nehemiah,
Azariah, Raamiah, Nahamani, Mordecai,
Bilshan, Mispereth, Bigvai, Nehum, and
Baanah.
The number of the men of the people of

Israel:
8 The children of Parosh: two thousand
one hundred seventy-two.

9 The children of Shephatiah: three hun-
dred seventy-two.

10The children of Arah: six hundredfifty-
two.

11 The children of Pahathmoab, of the
children of Jeshua and Joab: two thou-
sand eight hundred eighteen.

12 The children of Elam: one thousand
two hundred fifty-four.

13 The children of Zattu: eight hundred
forty-five.

14 The children of Zaccai: seven hundred
sixty.

15 The children of Binnui: six hundred
forty-eight.

16 The children of Bebai: six hundred
twenty-eight.

17 The children of Azgad: two thousand
three hundred twenty-two.

18ThechildrenofAdonikam: sixhundred
sixty-seven.

19 The children of Bigvai: two thousand
sixty-seven.

20The children of Adin: six hundred fifty-
five.

21 The children of Ater: of Hezekiah,
ninety-eight.

22 The children of Hashum: three hun-
dred twenty-eight.

23 The children of Bezai: three hundred
twenty-four.

24 The children of Hariph: one hundred
twelve.

25The children of Gibeon: ninety-five.
26 The men of Bethlehem and Netophah:
one hundred eighty-eight.

27 The men of Anathoth: one hundred
twenty-eight.

28Themen of Beth Azmaveth: forty-two.
29 The men of Kiriath Jearim, Chephi-
rah, andBeeroth: sevenhundred forty-
three.

30 The men of Ramah and Geba: six hun-
dred twenty-one.

31 The men of Michmas: one hundred
twenty-two.

32Themen of Bethel andAi: one hundred
twenty-three.

33Themen of the other Nebo: fifty-two.
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34 The children of the other Elam: one
thousand two hundred fifty-four.

35 The children of Harim: three hundred
twenty.

36The children of Jericho: three hundred
forty-five.

37 The children of Lod, Hadid, and Ono:
seven hundred twenty-one.

38ThechildrenofSenaah: three thousand
nine hundred thirty.

39 The priests: The children of Jedaiah,
of the house of Jeshua: nine hundred
seventy-three.

40 The children of Immer: one thousand
fifty-two.

41The children of Pashhur: one thousand
two hundred forty-seven.

42 The children of Harim: one thousand
seventeen.

43 The Levites: the children of Jeshua, of
Kadmiel, of the children of Hodevah:
seventy-four.

44The singers: the children of Asaph: one
hundred forty-eight.

45 The gatekeepers: the children of Shal-
lum, the children of Ater, the chil-
dren of Talmon, the children of Akkub,
the children of Hatita, the children of
Shobai: one hundred thirty-eight.

46 The temple servants: the children of
Ziha, the children of Hasupha, the children
of Tabbaoth, 47 the children of Keros, the
children of Sia, the children of Padon, 48 the
children of Lebana, the children of Hagaba,
the children of Salmai, 49 the children of
Hanan, the children of Giddel, the children
of Gahar, 50 the children of Reaiah, the chil-
dren of Rezin, the children of Nekoda, 51 the
children of Gazzam, the children of Uzza,
the children of Paseah, 52 the children of
Besai, the children ofMeunim, the children
of Nephushesim, 53 the children of Bakbuk,
the children of Hakupha, the children of
Harhur, 54 the children of Bazlith, the chil-
dren of Mehida, the children of Harsha,
55 the childrenof Barkos, the childrenof Sis-
era, the childrenofTemah, 56 the childrenof
Neziah, and the children of Hatipha.

57 The children of Solomon’s servants:
the children of Sotai, the children of So-
phereth, the children of Perida, 58 the chil-
dren of Jaala, the children of Darkon, the
children of Giddel, 59 the children of Shep-
hatiah, the children of Hattil, the children
of Pochereth Hazzebaim, and the children
of Amon. 60All the temple servants and the

children of Solomon’s servants were three
hundred ninety-two.

61Thesewere thosewhowentup fromTel
Melah, Tel Harsha, Cherub, Addon, and Im-
mer; but they could not show their fathers’
houses, nor their offspring,* whether they
were of Israel:

62 The children of Delaiah, the children
of Tobiah, the children of Nekoda: six
hundred forty-two.

63Of the priests: the children of Hobaiah,
the children of Hakkoz, the children of
Barzillai, who took awife of the daugh-
ters of Barzillai the Gileadite, and was
called after their name.

64 These searched for their genealogical
records, but couldn’t find them. There-
fore they were deemed disqualified and re-
moved from the priesthood. 65 The gover-
nor told them not to eat of the most holy
things until a priest stood up to minister
with Urim and Thummim.

66 The whole assembly together was
forty-two thousand three hundred sixty,
67 in addition to their male servants and
their female servants, of whom there were
seven thousand three hundred thirty-
seven. They had two hundred forty-five
singing men and singing women. 68 Their
horseswere seven hundred thirty-six; their
mules, two hundred forty-five; 69 their
camels, four hundred thirty-five; their
donkeys, six thousand seven hundred
twenty.

70Some from among the heads of fathers’
households gave to thework. The governor
gave to the treasury one thousand darics of
gold,† fifty basins, and five hundred thirty
priests’ garments. 71 Some of the heads of
fathers’ households gave into the treasury
of thework twenty thousand darics of gold,
and two thousand two hundred minas‡ of
silver. 72 That which the rest of the peo-
ple gave was twenty thousand darics of
gold, plus two thousandminas of silver, and
sixty-seven priests’ garments.

73So thepriests, theLevites, the gatekeep-
ers, the singers, some of the people, the
temple servants, and all Israel lived in their
cities.
When the seventh month had come, the

children of Israel were in their cities.

8
1 All the people gathered themselves to-

gether as one man into the wide place that
was in front of the water gate; and they
spoke to Ezra the scribe to bring the book
of the law of Moses, which the LORD had

* 7:61 or, seed † 7:70 a daric was a gold coin issued by a Persian king, weighing about 8.4 grams or about 0.27 troy
ounces each. ‡ 7:71 Amina is about 600 grams or 1.3 U. S. pounds, so 2,200minas is about 1.3 metric tons.
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commanded to Israel. 2 Ezra the priest
brought the law before the assembly, both
men and women, and all who could hear
with understanding, on the first day of the
seventhmonth. 3He read from it before the
wide place that was in front of the water
gate from early morning until midday, in
the presence of the men and the women,
and of those who could understand. The
ears of all the people were attentive to
the book of the law. 4 Ezra the scribe
stood on a pulpit of wood, which they had
made for thepurpose; andbesidehimstood
Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah,
and Maaseiah, on his right hand; and on
his left hand, Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah,
Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah, and
Meshullam. 5 Ezra opened the book in the
sight of all the people (for he was above all
the people), and when he opened it, all the
people stood up. 6 Then Ezra blessed the
LORD, the great God.
All the people answered, “Amen, Amen,”

with the lifting up of their hands. They
bowed their heads, and worshiped the
LORD with their faces to the ground. 7Also
Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub,
Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita,
Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, and the
Levites, caused the people to understand
the law; and the people stayed in their
place. 8 They read in the book, in the law
of God, distinctly; and they gave the sense,
so that they understood the reading.

9Nehemiah, who was the governor, Ezra
the priest and scribe, and the Levites who
taught the people said to all the people,
“Today is holy to the LORD your God. Don’t
mourn, nor weep.” For all the people wept
when they heard the words of the law.
10 Then he said to them, “Go your way. Eat
the fat, drink the sweet, and send portions
to him for whom nothing is prepared, for
today is holy to our Lord. Don’t be grieved,
for the joy of the LORD is your strength.”

11 So the Levites calmed all the people,
saying, “Holdyourpeace, for theday is holy.
Don’t be grieved.”

12All the people went their way to eat, to
drink, to sendportions, and to celebrate, be-
cause they had understood the words that
were declared to them.

13On the second day, the heads of fathers’
households of all the people, the priests,
and the Levites were gathered together to
Ezra the scribe, to study the words of the
law. 14 They found written in the law how
the LORD had commanded by Moses that
the childrenof Israel shoulddwell inbooths
in the feast of the seventh month; 15 and

that they should publish and proclaim in
all their cities and in Jerusalem, saying, “Go
out to themountain, andget olivebranches,
branches of wild olive, myrtle branches,
palmbranches, and branches of thick trees,
to make temporary shelters,* as it is writ-
ten.”

16 So the people went out and brought
them, and made themselves temporary
shelters,† everyone on the roof of his house,
in their courts, in the courts of God’s house,
in the wide place of the water gate, and in
the wide place of Ephraim’s gate. 17All the
assemblyof thosewhohadcomebackoutof
the captivitymade temporary shelters‡ and
lived in the temporary shelters, for since
the days of Joshua the son of Nun to that
day the children of Israel had not done so.
There was very great gladness. 18Also day
by day, from the first day to the last day, he
read in the book of the law of God. They
kept the feast seven days; and on the eighth
day was a solemn assembly, according to
the ordinance.

9
1 Now in the twenty-fourth day of this

month the children of Israel were assem-
bled with fasting, with sackcloth, and dirt
on them. 2The offspring of Israel separated
themselves from all foreigners and stood
and confessed their sins and the iniquities
of their fathers. 3 They stood up in their
place, and read in the book of the law of
the LORD their God a fourth part of the
day; and a fourth part they confessed and
worshiped the LORD their God. 4 Then
Jeshua, Bani, Kadmiel, Shebaniah, Bunni,
Sherebiah, Bani, and Chenani of the Levites
stood up on the stairs, and criedwith a loud
voice to the LORD their God.

5 Then the Levites, Jeshua, and Kadmiel,
Bani, Hashabneiah, Sherebiah, Hodiah,
Shebaniah, and Pethahiah, said, “Stand
up and bless the LORD your God from
everlasting to everlasting! Blessed be your
glorious name, which is exalted above all
blessing and praise! 6 You are the LORD,
even you alone. You have made heaven,
the heaven of heavens, with all their army,
the earth and all things that are on it,
the seas and all that is in them, and you
preserve them all. The army of heaven
worships you. 7 You are the LORD, the
God who chose Abram, brought him out
of Ur of the Chaldees, gave him the name of
Abraham, 8 found his heart faithful before
you, and made a covenant with him to give
the land of the Canaanite, the Hittite, the
Amorite, the Perizzite, the Jebusite, and the

* 8:15 or, booths † 8:16 or, booths ‡ 8:17 or, booths
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Girgashite, to give it to his offspring, and
have performed your words, for you are
righteous.

9 “You saw the affliction of our fathers
in Egypt, and heard their cry by the Red
Sea, 10 and showed signs and wonders
against Pharaoh, against all his servants,
and against all the people of his land, for
you knew that they dealt proudly against
them, andmade a name for yourself, as it is
today. 11Youdivided the seabefore them, so
that theywent through themiddleof the sea
on the dry land; and you cast their pursuers
into the depths, as a stone into the mighty
waters. 12Moreover, in a pillar of cloud you
led them by day; and in a pillar of fire by
night, to give them light in theway inwhich
they should go.

13 “You also came down on Mount Sinai,
and spoke with them from heaven, and
gave them right ordinances and true laws,
good statutes and commandments, 14 and
made known to them your holy Sabbath,
and commanded them commandments,
statutes, and a law, by Moses your servant,
15 and gave them bread from the sky for
their hunger, and brought water out of
the rock for them for their thirst, and
commanded them that they should go in
to possess the landwhich you had sworn to
give them.

16 “But they and our fathers behaved
proudly, hardened their neck, didn’t lis-
ten to your commandments, 17 and re-
fused to obey. They weren’t mindful of
your wonders that you did among them,
but hardened their neck, and in their re-
bellion appointed a captain to return to
their bondage. But you are a God ready
to pardon, gracious and merciful, slow to
anger, and abundant in loving kindness,
and didn’t forsake them. 18 Yes, when they
had made themselves a molded calf, and
said, ‘This is your God who brought you
up out of Egypt,’ and had committed awful
blasphemies, 19 yet you in your manifold
mercies didn’t forsake them in the wilder-
ness. The pillar of cloud didn’t depart from
over them by day, to lead them in the way;
neither did the pillar of fire by night, to
show them light, and theway inwhich they
should go. 20You gave also your good Spirit
to instruct them, and didn’t withhold your
manna from their mouth, and gave them
water for their thirst.

21 “Yes, forty years you sustained them
in the wilderness. They lacked nothing.
Their clothes didn’t grow old, and their feet
didn’t swell. 22 Moreover you gave them
kingdoms and peoples, which you allotted
according to their portions. So they pos-
sessed the land of Sihon, even the land of

the king of Heshbon, and the land of Og
king of Bashan. 23You also multiplied their
children as the stars of the sky, and brought
them into the land concerning which you
said to their fathers that they should go in
to possess it.

24 “So the children went in and possessed
the land; and you subdued before them
the inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites,
and gave them into their hands, with their
kings and the peoples of the land, that they
might dowith themas they pleased. 25They
took fortified cities and a rich land, and
possessed houses full of all good things, cis-
terns dug out, vineyards, olive groves, and
fruit trees in abundance. So they ate, were
filled, became fat, anddelighted themselves
in your great goodness.

26 “Nevertheless they were disobedient
and rebelled against you, cast your law be-
hind their back, killed your prophets that
testified against them to turn them again
to you, and they committed awful blas-
phemies. 27 Therefore you delivered them
into the hand of their adversaries, who dis-
tressed them. In the time of their trouble,
when they cried to you, you heard from
heaven; and according to your manifold
mercies you gave them saviors who saved
them out of the hands of their adversaries.
28 But after they had rest, they did evil
again before you; therefore you left them
in the hands of their enemies, so that they
had the dominion over them; yet when
they returned and cried to you, you heard
from heaven; and many times you deliv-
ered themaccording to yourmercies, 29and
testified against them, that youmight bring
them again to your law. Yet they were ar-
rogant, and didn’t listen to your command-
ments, but sinned against your ordinances
(which if a man does, he shall live in them),
turned their backs, stiffened theirneck, and
would not hear. 30 Yet many years you put
upwith them, and testified against them by
your Spirit through your prophets. Yet they
would not listen. Therefore you gave them
into the hand of the peoples of the lands.

31 “Nevertheless in your manifold mer-
cies you didn’t make a full end of them, nor
forsake them; for you are a gracious and
merciful God.

32Now therefore, our God, the great, the
mighty, and the awesome God, who keeps
covenant and loving kindness, don’t let all
the travail seem little before you that has
comeonus, on our kings, on our princes, on
our priests, on our prophets, on our fathers,
and on all your people, since the time of
the kings of Assyria to this day. 33However
you are just in all that has come on us;
for you have dealt truly, but we have done
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wickedly. 34Also our kings, our princes, our
priests, and our fathers have not kept your
law, nor listened to your commandments
and your testimonies with which you tes-
tified against them. 35 For they have not
served you in their kingdom, and in your
great goodness that you gave them, and
in the large and rich land which you gave
before them. They didn’t turn from their
wicked works.

36 “Behold, we are servants today, and as
for the land that you gave to our fathers
to eat its fruit and its good, behold, we are
servants in it. 37 It yields much increase
to the kings whom you have set over us
because of our sins. Also they have power
over our bodies and over our livestock, at
their pleasure, and we are in great distress.
38Yet for all this, we make a sure covenant,
and write it; and our princes, our Levites,
and our priests, seal it.”

10
1Now those who sealed were: Nehemiah

the governor, the son of Hacaliah, and
Zedekiah, 2 Seraiah, Azariah, Jeremiah,
3 Pashhur, Amariah, Malchijah, 4 Hattush,
Shebaniah, Malluch, 5 Harim, Meremoth,
Obadiah, 6 Daniel, Ginnethon, Baruch,
7 Meshullam, Abijah, Mijamin, 8 Maaziah,
Bilgai, and Shemaiah. These were the
priests. 9 The Levites: Jeshua the son of
Azaniah, Binnui of the sons of Henadad,
Kadmiel; 10 and their brothers, Shebaniah,
Hodiah, Kelita, Pelaiah, Hanan, 11 Mica,
Rehob, Hashabiah, 12 Zaccur, Sherebiah,
Shebaniah, 13 Hodiah, Bani, and Beninu.
14 The chiefs of the people: Parosh,
Pahathmoab, Elam, Zattu, Bani, 15 Bunni,
Azgad, Bebai, 16 Adonijah, Bigvai, Adin,
17 Ater, Hezekiah, Azzur, 18 Hodiah,
Hashum, Bezai, 19 Hariph, Anathoth,
Nobai, 20 Magpiash, Meshullam, Hezir,
21 Meshezabel, Zadok, Jaddua, 22 Pelatiah,
Hanan, Anaiah, 23 Hoshea, Hananiah,
Hasshub, 24 Hallohesh, Pilha, Shobek,
25 Rehum, Hashabnah, Maaseiah, 26 Ahiah,
Hanan, Anan, 27 Malluch, Harim, and
Baanah.

28 The rest of the people, the priests, the
Levites, the gatekeepers, the singers, the
temple servants, and all those who had
separated themselves from the peoples of
the lands to the law of God, their wives,
their sons, and their daughters—everyone
who had knowledge and understanding—
29 joined with their brothers, their nobles,
and entered into a curse and into an oath,
to walk in God’s law, which was given

by Moses the servant of God, and to ob-
serve and do all the commandments of the
LORD our Lord, and his ordinances and his
statutes; 30 and that we would not give our
daughters to the peoples of the land, nor
take their daughters for our sons; 31 and if
the peoples of the land bring wares or any
grain on the Sabbath day to sell, that we
would not buy from them on the Sabbath,
or on a holy day; and that we would forego
the seventh year crops and the exaction of
every debt.

32Alsowemadeordinances forourselves,
to charge ourselves yearly with the third
part of a shekel* for the service of the house
of our God: 33 for the show bread, for the
continual meal offering, for the continual
burnt offering, for the Sabbaths, for the
new moons, for the set feasts, for the holy
things, for the sin offerings to make atone-
ment for Israel, and for all the work of the
house of our God. 34 We, the priests, the
Levites, and the people, cast lots for the
wood offering, to bring it into the house of
our God, according to our fathers’ houses,
at times appointed year by year, to burn on
the LORD our God’s altar, as it is written in
the law; 35 and to bring the first fruits of
our ground and the first fruits of all fruit
of all kinds of trees, year by year, to the
LORD’s house; 36 also the firstborn of our
sons and of our livestock, as it is written
in the law, and the firstborn of our herds
and of our flocks, to bring to the house of
our God, to the priests who minister in the
house of our God; 37 and that we should
bring the first fruits of our dough, ourwave
offerings, the fruit of all kinds of trees, and
the new wine and the oil, to the priests, to
the rooms of the house of our God; and the
tithes of our ground to the Levites; for they,
theLevites, take the tithes inall our farming
villages. 38 The priest, the descendent of
Aaron, shall be with the Levites when the
Levites take tithes. The Levites shall bring
up the tithe of the tithes to the house of our
God, to the rooms, into the treasure house.
39For the children of Israel and the children
of Levi shall bring the wave offering of the
grain, of the newwine, and of the oil, to the
rooms where the vessels of the sanctuary
are, and the priests who minister, with the
gatekeepers and the singers. We will not
forsake the house of our God.

11
1 The princes of the people lived in

Jerusalem. The rest of the people also
cast lots to bring one of ten to dwell in
Jerusalem, the holy city, and nine parts in

* 10:32 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces.
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the other cities. 2 The people blessed all
the men who willingly offered themselves
to dwell in Jerusalem.

3Now these are the chiefs of the province
who lived in Jerusalem; but in the cities of
Judah, everyone lived in his possession in
their cities—Israel, the priests, the Levites,
the temple servants, and the children of
Solomon’s servants. 4 Some of the children
of Judah and of the children of Benjamin
lived in Jerusalem. Of the children of Ju-
dah: Athaiah the son of Uzziah, the son
of Zechariah, the son of Amariah, the son
of Shephatiah, the son of Mahalalel, of the
children of Perez; 5 and Maaseiah the son
of Baruch, the son of Colhozeh, the son
of Hazaiah, the son of Adaiah, the son of
Joiarib, the son of Zechariah, the son of the
Shilonite. 6 All the sons of Perez who lived
in Jerusalemwere four hundred sixty-eight
valiant men.

7 These are the sons of Benjamin: Sallu
the son of Meshullam, the son of Joed, the
son of Pedaiah, the son of Kolaiah, the son
of Maaseiah, the son of Ithiel, the son of
Jeshaiah. 8 After him Gabbai and Sallai,
nine hundred twenty-eight. 9 Joel the son
of Zichri was their overseer; and Judah the
son of Hassenuahwas second over the city.

10 Of the priests: Jedaiah the son of
Joiarib, Jachin, 11Seraiah the son ofHilkiah,
the son of Meshullam, the son of Zadok, the
son ofMeraioth, the son of Ahitub, the ruler
of God’s house, 12 and their brothers who
did the work of the house, eight hundred
twenty-two; andAdaiah the sonof Jeroham,
the son of Pelaliah, the son of Amzi, the
son of Zechariah, the son of Pashhur, the
son of Malchijah, 13and his brothers, chiefs
of fathers’ households, two hundred forty-
two; and Amashsai the son of Azarel, the
son of Ahzai, the son of Meshillemoth, the
son of Immer, 14 and their brothers, mighty
men of valor, one hundred twenty-eight;
and their overseer was Zabdiel, the son of
Haggedolim.

15 Of the Levites: Shemaiah the son of
Hasshub, the son of Azrikam, the son of
Hashabiah, the son of Bunni; 16 and Shab-
bethai and Jozabad, of the chiefs of the
Levites, who had the oversight of the out-
ward business of God’s house; 17 and Mat-
taniah the son of Mica, the son of Zabdi, the
sonofAsaph,whowas the chief to begin the
thanksgiving in prayer, and Bakbukiah, the
second among his brothers; and Abda the
son of Shammua, the son of Galal, the son of
Jeduthun. 18All the Levites in the holy city
were two hundred eighty-four.

19Moreover the gatekeepers, Akkub, Tal-
mon, and their brothers, who kept watch at
the gates, were one hundred seventy-two.

20 The residue of Israel, of the priests, and
the Levites were in all the cities of Judah,
everyone in his inheritance. 21But the tem-
ple servants lived in Ophel; and Ziha and
Gishpa were over the temple servants.

22 The overseer also of the Levites at
Jerusalemwas Uzzi the son of Bani, the son
of Hashabiah, the son ofMattaniah, the son
of Mica, of the sons of Asaph, the singers
responsible for the service of God’s house.
23 For there was a commandment from the
king concerning them, and a settled provi-
sion for the singers, as every day required.
24 Pethahiah the son of Meshezabel, of the
children of Zerah the son of Judah, was at
the king’s hand in all matters concerning
the people.

25 As for the villages with their fields,
some of the children of Judah lived in
Kiriath Arba and its towns, in Dibon and
its towns, in Jekabzeel and its villages, 26 in
Jeshua, in Moladah, Beth Pelet, 27 in Hazar
Shual, in Beersheba and its towns, 28 in
Ziklag, inMeconah and in its towns, 29 in En
Rimmon, in Zorah, in Jarmuth, 30 Zanoah,
Adullam, and their villages, Lachish and
its fields, and Azekah and its towns. So
they encamped from Beersheba to the val-
ley of Hinnom. 31The children of Benjamin
also lived from Geba onward, at Michmash
and Aija, and at Bethel and its towns, 32 at
Anathoth, Nob, Ananiah, 33Hazor, Ramah,
Gittaim, 34Hadid, Zeboim, Neballat, 35 Lod,
and Ono, the valley of craftsmen. 36Of the
Levites, certain divisions in Judah settled in
Benjamin’s territory.

12
1 Now these are the priests and the

Levites who went up with Zerubbabel
the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua: Seraiah,
Jeremiah, Ezra, 2 Amariah, Malluch,
Hattush, 3 Shecaniah, Rehum, Meremoth,
4 Iddo, Ginnethoi, Abijah, 5 Mijamin,
Maadiah, Bilgah, 6 Shemaiah, Joiarib,
Jedaiah, 7Sallu, Amok,Hilkiah, and Jedaiah.
These were the chiefs of the priests and of
their brothers in the days of Jeshua.

8Moreover the Levites were Jeshua, Bin-
nui, Kadmiel, Sherebiah, Judah, and Matta-
niah, whowas over the thanksgiving songs,
he and his brothers. 9 Also Bakbukiah and
Unno, their brothers, were close to them
according to their offices. 10 Jeshua became
the father of Joiakim, and Joiakim became
the father of Eliashib, and Eliashib became
the father of Joiada, 11 and Joiada became
the father of Jonathan, and Jonathan be-
came the father of Jaddua.

12 In the days of Joiakim were priests,
heads of fathers’ households: of Seraiah,
Meraiah; of Jeremiah, Hananiah; 13of Ezra,
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Meshullam; of Amariah, Jehohanan; 14 of
Malluchi, Jonathan; of Shebaniah, Joseph;
15of Harim, Adna; of Meraioth, Helkai; 16of
Iddo, Zechariah; of Ginnethon, Meshullam;
17 of Abijah, Zichri; of Miniamin, of Moa-
diah, Piltai; 18 of Bilgah, Shammua; of She-
maiah, Jehonathan; 19 of Joiarib, Mattenai;
of Jedaiah, Uzzi; 20of Sallai, Kallai; of Amok,
Eber; 21 of Hilkiah, Hashabiah; of Jedaiah,
Nethanel.

22 As for the Levites, in the days of
Eliashib, Joiada, Johanan, and Jaddua, there
were recorded the heads of fathers’ house-
holds; also the priests, in the reign of Darius
the Persian. 23 The sons of Levi, heads
of fathers’ households, were written in the
book of the chronicles, even until the days
of Johanan the son of Eliashib. 24The chiefs
of the Levites: Hashabiah, Sherebiah, and
Jeshua the son of Kadmiel, with their broth-
ers close to them, to praise and give thanks
according to the commandment of David
the man of God, section next to section.
25Mattaniah, Bakbukiah, Obadiah, Meshul-
lam, Talmon, and Akkub were gatekeepers
keeping the watch at the storehouses of the
gates. 26 These were in the days of Joiakim
the son of Jeshua, the son of Jozadak, and in
the days of Nehemiah the governor, and of
Ezra the priest and scribe.

27 At the dedication of the wall of
Jerusalem, they sought the Levites out of
all their places, to bring them to Jerusalem
to keep the dedication with gladness, both
with giving thanks and with singing, with
cymbals, stringed instruments, and with
harps. 28 The sons of the singers gathered
themselves together, both out of the plain
around Jerusalem and from the villages of
the Netophathites; 29 also from Beth Gilgal
and out of the fields of Geba and Azmaveth,
for the singershadbuilt themselves villages
around Jerusalem. 30 The priests and
the Levites purified themselves; and they
purified the people, the gates, and the wall.

31 Then I brought the princes of Judah
up on the wall, and appointed two great
companies who gave thanks and went in
procession. One went on the right hand
on the wall toward the dung gate; 32 and
after them went Hoshaiah, with half of
the princes of Judah, 33 and Azariah, Ezra,
and Meshullam, 34 Judah, Benjamin, She-
maiah, Jeremiah, 35and some of the priests’
sons with trumpets: Zechariah the son of
Jonathan, the son of Shemaiah, the son of
Mattaniah, the sonofMicaiah, the sonof Za-
ccur, the son of Asaph; 36 and his brothers,
Shemaiah, Azarel, Milalai, Gilalai, Maai,
Nethanel, Judah, and Hanani, with the mu-
sical instruments of David the man of God;
and Ezra the scribe was before them. 37 By

the spring gate, and straight before them,
they went up by the stairs of David’s city, at
the ascent of the wall, above David’s house,
even to the water gate eastward.

38 The other company of those who gave
thankswent tomeet them, and I after them,
with the half of the people on the wall
above the tower of the furnaces, even to
the wide wall, 39 and above the gate of
Ephraim, and by the old gate, and by the
fish gate, the tower of Hananel, and the
tower of Hammeah, even to the sheep gate;
and they stood still in the gate of the guard.
40 So the two companies of those who gave
thanks in God’s house stood, and I and
the half of the rulers with me; 41 and the
priests, Eliakim, Maaseiah, Miniamin, Mi-
caiah, Elioenai, Zechariah, and Hananiah,
with trumpets; 42 and Maaseiah, Shema-
iah, Eleazar, Uzzi, Jehohanan, Malchijah,
Elam, and Ezer. The singers sang loud,
with Jezrahiah their overseer. 43 They of-
fered great sacrifices that day, and rejoiced,
for God had made them rejoice with great
joy; and the women and the children also
rejoiced, so that the joy of Jerusalem was
heard even far away.

44On that day, men were appointed over
the rooms for the treasures, for the wave
offerings, for the first fruits, and for the
tithes, to gather into them according to the
fields of the cities the portions appointed
by the law for the priests and Levites; for
Judah rejoiced for the priests and for the
Levites who served. 45 They performed the
duty of their God and the duty of the purifi-
cation, and so did the singers and the gate-
keepers, according to the commandment of
David and of Solomon his son. 46 For in the
days of David and Asaph of old there was
a chief of the singers, and songs of praise
and thanksgiving to God. 47 All Israel in
the days of Zerubbabel and in the days of
Nehemiah gave the portions of the singers
and the gatekeepers, as every day required;
and they set apart that which was for the
Levites; and theLevites set apart thatwhich
was for the sons of Aaron.

13
1 On that day they read in the book of

Moses in the hearing of the people; and it
was found written in it that an Ammonite
and a Moabite should not enter into the as-
sembly of God forever, 2because they didn’t
meet the children of Israel with bread and
with water, but hired Balaam against them
to curse them; however, our God turned the
curse into ablessing. 3 It came topass,when
they had heard the law, that they separated
all the mixedmultitude from Israel.
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4Nowbefore this, Eliashib thepriest, who
was appointed over the rooms of the house
of our God, being allied to Tobiah, 5 had
prepared for him a great room, where be-
fore they laid the meal offerings, the frank-
incense, the vessels, and the tithes of the
grain, thenewwine, and theoil,whichwere
given by commandment to the Levites, the
singers, and the gatekeepers; and the wave
offerings for the priests. 6 But in all this,
I was not at Jerusalem; for in the thirty-
second year of Artaxerxes king of Babylon
I went to the king; and after some days
I asked leave of the king, 7 and I came
to Jerusalem, and understood the evil that
Eliashib had done for Tobiah, in preparing
him a room in the courts of God’s house. 8 It
grieved me severely. Therefore I threw all
Tobiah’s household stuff out of the room.
9Then I commanded, and they cleansed the
rooms. I brought into them the vessels of
God’s house, with the meal offerings and
the frankincense again.

10 I perceived that the portions of the
Levites hadnot been given them, so that the
Levites and the singers, who did the work,
had each fled to his field. 11 Then I con-
tended with the rulers, and said, “Why is
God’s house forsaken?” I gathered them to-
gether, and set them in their place. 12 Then
all Judah brought the tithe of the grain, the
new wine, and the oil to the treasuries.
13 I made treasurers over the treasuries,
Shelemiah the priest, and Zadok the scribe,
and of the Levites, Pedaiah: and next to
them was Hanan the son of Zaccur, the son
of Mattaniah; for they were counted faith-
ful, and their business was to distribute to
their brothers.

14 Remember me, my God, concerning
this, and don’t wipe out my good deeds that
I havedone for thehouseofmyGod, and for
its observances.

15 In those days I saw some men tread-
ing wine presses on the Sabbath in Judah,
bringing in sheaves, and loading donkeys
with wine, grapes, figs, and all kinds of
burdenswhich theybrought into Jerusalem
on the Sabbath day; and I testified against
them in the day in which they sold food.
16 Some men of Tyre also lived there, who
brought in fish and all kinds of wares, and
soldon theSabbath to the childrenof Judah,
and in Jerusalem. 17Then I contended with
thenoblesof Judah, andsaid to them, “What
evil thing is this that you do, and profane
the Sabbath day? 18Didn’t your fathers do
this, and didn’t our God bring all this evil
on us and on this city? Yet you bring more
wrath on Israel by profaning the Sabbath.”

19 It came to pass that when the gates of
Jerusalem began to be dark before the Sab-

bath, I commanded that the doors should
be shut, and commanded that they should
not be opened until after the Sabbath. I
set some of my servants over the gates, so
that no burden should be brought in on the
Sabbath day. 20 So the merchants and sell-
ers of all kinds of wares camped outside of
Jerusalem once or twice. 21 Then I testified
against them, and said to them, “Why do
youstayaround thewall? If youdosoagain,
I will lay hands on you.” From that time on,
they didn’t come on the Sabbath. 22 I com-
manded the Levites that they should purify
themselves, and that they should come and
keep the gates, to sanctify the Sabbath day.
Remember me for this also, my God, and
spareme according to the greatness of your
loving kindness.

23 In those days I also saw the Jews who
hadmarriedwomen of Ashdod, of Ammon,
and of Moab; 24 and their children spoke
half in the speech of Ashdod, and could not
speak in the Jews’ language, but accord-
ing to the language of each people. 25 I
contended with them, cursed them, struck
certain of them, plucked off their hair, and
made them swear by God, “You shall not
give your daughters to their sons, nor take
their daughters for your sons, or for your-
selves. 26 Didn’t Solomon king of Israel sin
by these things? Yet among many nations
there was no king like him, and he was
loved by his God, and God made him king
overall Israel. Nevertheless foreignwomen
caused even him to sin. 27 Shall we then
listen to you to do all this great evil, to tres-
pass against our God in marrying foreign
women?”

28 One of the sons of Joiada, the son of
Eliashib the high priest, was son-in-law to
Sanballat the Horonite; therefore I chased
him from me. 29Remember them, my God,
because they have defiled the priesthood
and the covenant of the priesthood and of
the Levites.

30 Thus I cleansed them from all foreign-
ers and appointed duties for the priests and
for the Levites, everyone in hiswork; 31and
for the wood offering, at appointed times,
and for the first fruits. Remember me, my
God, for good.
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The Book of
Esther

1 Now in the days of Ahasuerus (this is
Ahasuerus who reigned from India even to
Ethiopia, over one hundred twenty-seven
provinces), 2 in those days, when the King
Ahasuerus sat on the throneofhis kingdom,
which was in Susa the palace, 3 in the third
year of his reign, he made a feast for all his
princes andhis servants; the armyof Persia
and Media, the nobles and princes of the
provinces being before him. 4He displayed
the riches of his glorious kingdom and the
honor of his excellent majesty many days,
even one hundred eighty days.

5When these dayswere fulfilled, the king
made a seven day feast for all the people
who were present in Susa the palace, both
great and small, in the court of the garden
of the king’s palace. 6 There were hangings
of white and blue material, fastened with
cords of fine linen andpurple to silver rings
and marble pillars. The couches were of
gold and silver, onapavement of red,white,
yellow, and blackmarble. 7They gave them
drinks in golden vessels of various kinds,
including royalwine in abundance, accord-
ing to the bounty of the king. 8 In accor-
dance with the law, the drinking was not
compulsory; for so the king had instructed
all theofficials ofhishouse, that they should
do according to everyman’s pleasure.

9 Also Vashti the queen made a feast for
the women in the royal house which be-
longed to King Ahasuerus.

10 On the seventh day, when the heart
of the king was merry with wine, he
commanded Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona,
Bigtha, and Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcass,
the seven eunuchs who served in the pres-
ence of Ahasuerus the king, 11 to bring
Vashti the queen before the king wearing
the royal crown, to show the people and the
princes her beauty; for she was beautiful.
12 But the queen Vashti refused to come at
the king’s commandment by the eunuchs.
Therefore the king was very angry, and his
anger burned in him.

13 Then the king said to the wise men,
who knew the times (for it was the king’s
custom to consult those who knew law
and judgment; 14 and next to him were
Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish,
Meres, Marsena, and Memucan, the seven
princes of Persia and Media, who saw the
king’s face, and sat first in the kingdom),
15 “What shall we do to Queen Vashti
according to law, because she has not done

the bidding of the King Ahasuerus by the
eunuchs?”

16 Memucan answered before the king
and the princes, “Vashti the queen has not
done wrong to just the king, but also to
all the princes, and to all the people who
are in all the provinces of the King Aha-
suerus. 17 For this deed of the queen will
become known to all women, causing them
to show contempt for their husbands when
it is reported, ‘King Ahasuerus commanded
Vashti the queen to be brought in before
him, but she didn’t come.’ 18 Today, the
princesses of Persia and Media who have
heard of the queen’s deed will tell all the
king’s princes. This will cause much con-
tempt and wrath.

19 “If it pleases the king, let a royal com-
mandment go from him, and let it be writ-
ten among the laws of the Persians and
the Medes, so that it cannot be altered,
that Vashti may never again come before
King Ahasuerus; and let the king give her
royal estate to another who is better than
she. 20 When the king’s decree which he
shall make is published throughout all his
kingdom (for it is great), all the wives will
give their husbands honor, both great and
small.”

21 This advice pleased the king and the
princes, and the king did according to the
word ofMemucan: 22 for he sent letters into
all the king’s provinces, into every province
according to itswriting, and to everypeople
in their language, that every man should
rule his own house, speaking in the lan-
guage of his own people.

2
1 After these things, when the wrath of

King Ahasuerus was pacified, he remem-
bered Vashti, and what she had done, and
what was decreed against her. 2 Then the
king’s servants who served him said, “Let
beautiful young virgins be sought for the
king. 3 Let the king appoint officers in all
the provinces of his kingdom, that theymay
gather together all the beautiful young vir-
gins to the citadel of Susa, to the women’s
house, to the custody of Hegai the king’s eu-
nuch, keeper of the women. Let cosmetics
be given them; 4 and let the maiden who
pleases thekingbequeen insteadofVashti.”
The thing pleased the king, and he did so.

5 There was a certain Jew in the citadel
of Susa whose name was Mordecai, the son
of Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish,
a Benjamite, 6who had been carried away
from Jerusalem with the captives who had
been carried away with Jeconiah king of
Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of
Babylon had carried away. 7He brought up
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Hadassah, that is, Esther, his uncle’s daugh-
ter; for she had neither father nor mother.
The maiden was fair and beautiful; and
when her father and mother were dead,
Mordecai took her for his own daughter.

8 So, when the king’s commandment and
his decree was heard, and when many
maidens were gathered together to the
citadel of Susa, to the custody of Hegai,
Esther was taken into the king’s house, to
the custody of Hegai, keeper of the women.
9Themaidenpleasedhim, andsheobtained
kindness from him. He quickly gave her
cosmetics and her portions of food, and the
seven choicemaidenswhowere to be given
her out of the king’s house. He moved her
and her maidens to the best place in the
women’s house. 10 Esther had not made
known her people nor her relatives, be-
causeMordecai had instructed her that she
should not make it known. 11 Mordecai
walked every day in front of the court of the
women’s house, to find out how Esther was
doing, and what would become of her.

12Eachyoungwoman’s turn came to go in
to KingAhasuerus after her purification for
twelvemonths (for sowere the days of their
purification accomplished, sixmonthswith
oil of myrrh, and six months with sweet
fragrances andwith preparations for beau-
tifying women). 13 The young woman then
came to the king like this: whatever she
desired was given her to go with her out
of the women’s house to the king’s house.
14 In the evening she went, and on the next
day she returned into the second women’s
house, to the custody of Shaashgaz, the
king’s eunuch, who kept the concubines.
She came in to the king nomore, unless the
king delighted in her, and she was called by
name.

15 Now when the turn of Esther, the
daughter of Abihail the uncle of Mordecai,
who had taken her for his daughter, came
togo in to theking, she requirednothingbut
whatHegai the king’s eunuch, the keeper of
the women, advised. Esther obtained favor
in the sight of all those who looked at her.

16 So Esther was taken to King Ahasuerus
into his royal house in the tenth month,
which is the month Tebeth, in the seventh
year of his reign. 17 The king loved Esther
more than all thewomen, and she obtained
favor and kindness in his sight more than
all the virgins; so that he set the royal crown
onherhead, andmadeherqueen insteadof
Vashti.

18Then the kingmade a great feast for all
his princes and his servants, even Esther’s
feast; and he proclaimed a holiday in the

provinces, and gave gifts according to the
king’s bounty.

19 When the virgins were gathered to-
gether the second time, Mordecai was sit-
ting in the king’s gate. 20 Esther had not
yet made known her relatives nor her peo-
ple, as Mordecai had commanded her; for
Esther obeyed Mordecai, like she did when
shewasbrought upbyhim. 21 In those days,
while Mordecai was sitting in the king’s
gate, two of the king’s eunuchs, Bigthan
and Teresh, who were doorkeepers, were
angry, and sought to lay hands on the King
Ahasuerus. 22 This thing became known to
Mordecai, who informed Esther the queen;
and Esther informed the king in Morde-
cai’s name. 23 When this matter was in-
vestigated, and it was found to be so, they
were both hanged on a gallows; and it was
written in the book of the chronicles in the
king’s presence.

3
1 After these things King Ahasuerus pro-

moted Haman the son of Hammedatha the
Agagite, and advanced him, and set his seat
above all the princes who were with him.
2 All the king’s servants who were in the
king’s gate bowed down and paid homage
to Haman, for the king had so commanded
concerning him. But Mordecai didn’t bow
down or pay him homage. 3Then the king’s
servants whowere in the king’s gate said to
Mordecai, “Why do you disobey the king’s
commandment?” 4 Now it came to pass,
when they spoke daily to him, and he didn’t
listen to them, that they told Haman, to see
whether Mordecai’s reason would stand;
for he had told them that he was a Jew.
5 When Haman saw that Mordecai didn’t
bow down nor pay him homage, Haman
was full of wrath. 6 But he scorned the
thought of laying hands onMordecai alone,
for they had made known to him Morde-
cai’s people. Therefore Haman sought to
destroy all the Jews who were through-
out the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus, even
Mordecai’s people.

7 In the first month, which is the month
Nisan, in the twelfth year of King Aha-
suerus, they cast Pur, that is, the lot, before
Haman from day to day, and from month
to month, and chose the twelfth month,
which is the month Adar. 8 Haman said
to King Ahasuerus, “There is a certain peo-
ple scattered abroad and dispersed among
the peoples in all the provinces of your
kingdom, and their laws are different from
other people’s. They don’t keep the king’s
laws. Therefore it is not for the king’s profit

* 3:9 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds or 965 Troy ounces
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to allow them to remain. 9 If it pleases the
king, let it bewritten that theybedestroyed;
and Iwill pay ten thousand talents* of silver
into the hands of thosewho are in charge of
theking’s business, tobring it into theking’s
treasuries.”

10 The king took his ring from his hand,
and gave it to Haman the son of Hamme-
datha the Agagite, the Jews’ enemy. 11 The
king said to Haman, “The silver is given to
you, the people also, to do with them as it
seems good to you.”

12 Then the king’s scribes were called in
on the first month, on the thirteenth day of
themonth; andall thatHamancommanded
was written to the king’s local governors,
and to the governors who were over ev-
ery province, and to the princes of every
people, to every province according to its
writing, and to every people in their lan-
guage. It was written in the name of King
Ahasuerus, and itwas sealedwith theking’s
ring. 13Letterswere sentby couriers into all
the king’s provinces, to destroy, to kill, and
to cause to perish, all Jews, both young and
old, little children and women, in one day,
even on the thirteenth day of the twelfth
month, which is the month Adar, and to
plunder their possessions. 14 A copy of the
letter, that the decree should be given out
in every province, was published to all the
peoples, that they should be ready against
that day. 15 The couriers went out in haste
by the king’s commandment, and the de-
cree was given out in the citadel of Susa.
The king andHaman sat down to drink; but
the city of Susa was perplexed.

4
1Now when Mordecai found out all that

wasdone,Mordecai torehis clothes andput
on sackcloth with ashes, and went out into
the middle of the city, and wailed loudly
and bitterly. 2 He came even before the
king’s gate, for no one is allowed inside
the king’s gate clothed with sackcloth. 3 In
every province, wherever the king’s com-
mandment and his decree came, there was
great mourning among the Jews, and fast-
ing, and weeping, and wailing; and many
lay in sackcloth and ashes.

4Esther’smaidens andher eunuchs came
and toldher this, and thequeenwasexceed-
ingly grieved. She sent clothing to Morde-
cai, to replace his sackcloth, but he didn’t
receive it. 5Then Esther called for Hathach,
one of the king’s eunuchs, whom he had
appointed to attend her, and commanded
him to go to Mordecai, to find out what this
was, and why it was. 6 So Hathach went
out to Mordecai, to the city square which
was before the king’s gate. 7Mordecai told

him of all that had happened to him, and
theexact sumof themoney thatHamanhad
promised to pay to the king’s treasuries for
the destruction of the Jews. 8He also gave
him the copy of the writing of the decree
that was given out in Susa to destroy them,
to show it to Esther, and to declare it to her,
and to urge her to go in to the king to make
supplication to him, and to make request
before him for her people.

9Hathach cameand toldEsther thewords
of Mordecai. 10 Then Esther spoke to
Hathach, andgavehimamessage toMorde-
cai: 11 “All the king’s servants and the peo-
ple of the king’s provinces know that who-
ever, whether man or woman, comes to
the king into the inner court without being
called, there is one law for him, that he be
put to death, except those towhom the king
might hold out the golden scepter, that he
may live. I have not been called to come in
to the king these thirty days.”

12 They told Esther’s words to Mordecai.
13ThenMordecai asked them to return this
answer to Esther: “Don’t think to yourself
that you will escape in the king’s house any
more than all the Jews. 14For if you remain
silent now, then relief and deliverance will
come to the Jews from another place, but
you and your father’s house will perish.
Who knows if you haven’t come to the king-
dom for such a time as this?”

15 Then Esther asked them to answer
Mordecai, 16 “Go, gather together all the
Jews who are present in Susa, and fast for
me, and neither eat nor drink three days,
night or day. I and my maidens will also
fast the same way. Then I will go in to
the king, which is against the law; and if I
perish, I perish.” 17 So Mordecai went his
way, and did according to all that Esther
had commanded him.

5
1 Now on the third day, Esther put on

her royal clothing and stood in the inner
court of the king’s house, next to the king’s
house. The king sat on his royal throne
in the royal house, next to the entrance of
the house. 2When the king saw Esther the
queen standing in the court, she obtained
favor in his sight; and the king held out to
Esther the golden scepter that was in his
hand. So Esther came near and touched the
top of the scepter.

3 Then the king asked her, “What would
you like, queen Esther? What is your re-
quest? It shall be given you even to the half
of the kingdom.”

4Esther said, “If it seems good to the king,
let the king and Haman come today to the
banquet that I have prepared for him.”
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5 Then the king said, “Bring Haman
quickly, so that itmay be done as Esther has
said.” So the king and Haman came to the
banquet that Esther had prepared.

6 The king said to Esther at the banquet
of wine, “What is your petition? It shall be
granted you. What is your request? Even
to the half of the kingdom it shall be per-
formed.”

7 Then Esther answered and said, “My
petition and my request is this. 8 If I have
found favor in the sight of the king, and
if it pleases the king to grant my petition
and to perform my request, let the king
and Haman come to the banquet that I will
prepare for them, and Iwill do tomorrowas
the king has said.”

9 Then Haman went out that day joy-
ful and glad of heart, but when Haman
saw Mordecai in the king’s gate, that he
didn’t stand up nor move for him, he
was filled with wrath against Mordecai.
10Nevertheless Haman restrained himself,
and went home. There, he sent and
called for his friends and Zeresh his wife.
11Haman recounted to them the glory of his
riches, the multitude of his children, all the
things inwhich the kinghadpromotedhim,
and how he had advanced him above the
princes and servants of the king.

12Hamanalso said, “Yes, Esther thequeen
let no man come in with the king to the
banquet that she had prepared but myself;
and tomorrow I am also invited by her to-
getherwith the king. 13Yet all this availsme
nothing, so long as I see Mordecai the Jew
sitting at the king’s gate.”

14Then Zeresh hiswife and all his friends
said to him, “Let a gallows bemade fifty cu-
bits* high, and in the morning speak to the
king about hanging Mordecai on it. Then
go inmerrily with the king to the banquet.”
This pleased Haman, so he had the gallows
made.

6
1 On that night, the king couldn’t sleep.

He commanded the book of records of the
chronicles to be brought, and they were
read to the king. 2 It was found written
that Mordecai had told of Bigthana and
Teresh, twoof theking’s eunuchs,whowere
doorkeepers, who had tried to lay hands
on the King Ahasuerus. 3 The king said,
“What honor and dignity has been given to
Mordecai for this?”
Then the king’s servants who attended

him said, “Nothing has been done for him.”

4 The king said, “Who is in the court?”
Now Haman had come into the outer court
of the king’s house, to speak to the king
abouthangingMordecai on thegallows that
he had prepared for him.

5 The king’s servants said to him, “Be-
hold,* Haman stands in the court.”
The king said, “Let him come in.” 6 So

Haman came in. The king said to him,
“What shall be done to the man whom the
king delights to honor?”
Now Haman said in his heart, “Who

would the king delight to honor more than
myself?” 7 Haman said to the king, “For
the man whom the king delights to honor,
8 let royal clothing be brought which the
king uses to wear, and the horse that the
king rides on, and on the head of which a
royal crown is set. 9 Let the clothing and
the horse be delivered to the hand of one
of the king’s most noble princes, that they
may array the man whom the king delights
to honor with them, and have him ride on
horseback through the city square, andpro-
claim before him, ‘Thus it shall be done to
themanwhomthekingdelights tohonor!’ ”

10 Then the king said to Haman, “Hurry
and take the clothing and the horse, as you
have said, and do this forMordecai the Jew,
who sits at the king’s gate. Let nothing fail
of all that you have spoken.”

11 Then Haman took the clothing and
the horse, and arrayed Mordecai, and had
him ride through the city square, and pro-
claimed before him, “Thus it shall be done
to the man whom the king delights to
honor!”

12Mordecai came back to the king’s gate,
but Haman hurried to his house, mourning
and having his head covered. 13 Haman
recounted to Zeresh his wife and all his
friends everything that had happened to
him. ThenhiswisemenandZereshhiswife
said to him, “If Mordecai, before whom you
have begun to fall, is of Jewish descent, you
will not prevail against him, but you will
surely fall before him.” 14While they were
yet talking with him, the king’s eunuchs
came, and hurried to bring Haman to the
banquet that Esther had prepared.

7
1So the king andHaman came to banquet

with Esther the queen. 2The king said again
to Esther on the second day at the banquet
of wine, “What is your petition, queen Es-
ther? It shall be granted you. What is your

* 5:14 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters. * 6:5 “Behold”, from “”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an
interjection.
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request? Even to the half of the kingdom it
shall be performed.”

3 Then Esther the queen answered, “If I
have found favor in your sight, O king, and
if it pleases the king, let my life be givenme
atmypetition, andmypeopleatmyrequest.
4For we are sold, I and my people, to be de-
stroyed, to be slain, and to perish. But if we
had been sold for male and female slaves,
I would have held my peace, although the
adversary could not have compensated for
the king’s loss.”

5 Then King Ahasuerus said to Esther the
queen, “Who is he, and where is he who
dared presume in his heart to do so?”

6 Esther said, “An adversary and an en-
emy, even this wicked Haman!”
Then Haman was afraid before the king

and the queen. 7The king arose in hiswrath
from the banquet ofwine andwent into the
palace garden. Haman stood up tomake re-
quest for his life to Esther the queen, for he
saw that there was evil determined against
him by the king. 8 Then the king returned
out of the palace garden into the place of
the banquet ofwine; andHamanhad fallen
on the couch where Esther was. Then the
king said, “Will he even assault the queen
in front of me in the house?” As the word
went out of the king’s mouth, they covered
Haman’s face.

9ThenHarbonah, oneof theeunuchswho
were with the king, said, “Behold, the gal-
lows fifty cubits* high, which Haman has
made forMordecai, who spoke good for the
king, is standing at Haman’s house.”
The king said, “Hang him on it!”
10 So they hanged Haman on the gallows

that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then
the king’s wrath was pacified.

8
1 On that day, King Ahasuerus gave the

house of Haman, the Jews’ enemy, to Esther
the queen. Mordecai came before the king;
for Esther had toldwhat hewas to her. 2The
king took off his ring, which he had taken
from Haman, and gave it to Mordecai. Es-
ther setMordecai over the house ofHaman.

3 Esther spoke yet again before the king,
and fell down at his feet and begged him
with tears to put away the mischief of
Haman the Agagite, and his plan that he
had planned against the Jews. 4 Then the
king held out to Esther the golden scepter.
So Esther arose, and stood before the king.
5Shesaid, “If it pleases theking, and if Ihave
found favor inhis sight, and the thing seems
right to the king, and I am pleasing in his

eyes, let it be written to reverse the letters
devised byHaman, the son ofHammedatha
the Agagite, which he wrote to destroy the
Jews who are in all the king’s provinces.
6 For how can I endure to see the evil that
would come to my people? How can I en-
dure to see thedestructionofmy relatives?”

7 Then King Ahasuerus said to Esther the
queen and toMordecai the Jew, “See, I have
given Esther the house of Haman, and they
have hanged him on the gallows because
he laid his hand on the Jews. 8 Write also
to the Jews as it pleases you, in the king’s
name, andseal itwith theking’s ring; for the
writingwhich iswritten in the king’s name,
and sealed with the king’s ring, may not be
reversed by anyman.”

9 Then the king’s scribes were called at
that time, in the third month, which is the
month Sivan, on the twenty-third day of
the month; and it was written according to
all that Mordecai commanded to the Jews,
and to the local governors, and the gover-
nors and princes of the provinces which
are from India to Ethiopia, one hundred
twenty-seven provinces, to every province
according to itswriting, and to everypeople
in their language, and to the Jews in their
writing, and in their language. 10He wrote
in the name of King Ahasuerus, and sealed
it with the king’s ring, and sent letters
by courier on horseback, riding on royal
horses that were bred from swift steeds.
11 In those letters, the king granted the Jews
who were in every city to gather them-
selves together and to defend their lives—
to destroy, to kill, and to cause to perish
all the power of the people and province
that would assault them, their little ones
and women, and to plunder their posses-
sions, 12 on one day in all the provinces
of King Ahasuerus, on the thirteenth day
of the twelfth month, which is the month
Adar. 13 A copy of the letter, that the de-
cree should be given out in every province,
was published to all the peoples, that the
Jews should be ready for that day to avenge
themselves on their enemies. 14 So the
couriers who rode on royal horses went
out, hastened and pressed on by the king’s
commandment. The decree was given out
in the citadel of Susa.

15 Mordecai went out of the presence of
the king in royal clothing of blue andwhite,
and with a great crown of gold, and with a
robe of fine linen andpurple; and the city of
Susa shouted andwas glad. 16The Jews had
light, gladness, joy, and honor. 17 In every
province and in every city, wherever the

* 7:9 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters.
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king’s commandment and his decree came,
the Jews had gladness, joy, a feast and a
holiday. Many from among the peoples of
the land became Jews, for the fear of the
Jews had fallen on them.

9
1Now in the twelfth month, which is the

month Adar, on the thirteenth day of the
month,when the king’s commandment and
his decree came near to be put in execu-
tion, on the day that the enemies of the
Jews hoped to conquer them, (but it turned
out that the opposite happened, that the
Jews conquered those who hated them),
2 the Jews gathered themselves together in
their cities throughout all the provinces
of the King Ahasuerus, to lay hands on
those who wanted to harm them. No one
could withstand them, because the fear of
them had fallen on all the people. 3 All
the princes of the provinces, the local gov-
ernors, the governors, and those who did
the king’s business helped the Jews, be-
cause the fear of Mordecai had fallen on
them. 4ForMordecaiwas great in the king’s
house, andhis famewentout throughoutall
the provinces, for the man Mordecai grew
greater and greater. 5 The Jews struck all
their enemies with the stroke of the sword,
and with slaughter and destruction, and
did what they wanted to those who hated
them. 6 In the citadel of Susa, the Jews killed
and destroyed five hundred men. 7 They
killed Parshandatha, Dalphon, Aspatha,
8 Poratha, Adalia, Aridatha, 9 Parmashta,
Arisai, Aridai, and Vaizatha, 10 the ten sons
of Haman the son of Hammedatha, the
Jews’ enemy, but they didn’t lay their hand
on the plunder.

11 On that day, the number of those
who were slain in the citadel of Susa was
brought before the king. 12The king said to
Esther the queen, “The Jews have slain and
destroyed five hundred men in the citadel
of Susa, including the ten sons of Haman;
what then have they done in the rest of
the king’s provinces! Now what is your
petition? It shall be granted you. What is
your further request? It shall be done.”

13Then Esther said, “If it pleases the king,
let it be granted to the Jews who are in Susa
to do tomorrow also according to today’s
decree, and let Haman’s ten sons be hanged
on the gallows.”

14 The king commanded this to be done.
A decree was given out in Susa; and they
hanged Haman’s ten sons. 15 The Jews who
were in Susa gathered themselves together
on the fourteenth day also of the month

Adar, and killed three hundred men in
Susa; but they didn’t lay their hand on the
plunder.

16 The other Jews who were in the king’s
provinces gathered themselves together,
defended their lives, had rest from their
enemies, and killed seventy-five thousand
of thosewhohated them; but they didn’t lay
their hand on the plunder. 17This was done
on the thirteenth day of the month Adar;
and on the fourteenth day of that month
they rested and made it a day of feasting
and gladness.

18 But the Jews who were in Susa assem-
bled together on the thirteenth and on the
fourteenth days of the month; and on the
fifteenth day of that month, they rested,
and made it a day of feasting and glad-
ness. 19 Therefore the Jews of the villages,
who live in the unwalled towns, make the
fourteenth day of the month Adar a day of
gladness and feasting, a holiday, and a day
of sending presents of food to one another.

20Mordecai wrote these things, and sent
letters to all the Jews who were in all the
provinces of the King Ahasuerus, both near
and far, 21 to enjoin them that they should
keep the fourteenth and fifteenth days of
the month Adar yearly, 22 as the days in
which the Jewshad rest from their enemies,
and the month which was turned to them
from sorrow to gladness, and frommourn-
ing into a holiday; that they should make
them days of feasting and gladness, and of
sending presents of food to one another,
and gifts to the needy. 23The Jews accepted
the custom that they had begun, as Morde-
cai had written to them, 24 because Haman
the sonofHammedatha, theAgagite, theen-
emy of all the Jews, had plotted against the
Jews to destroy them, and had cast “Pur”,
that is the lot, to consume them and to de-
stroy them; 25butwhen this became known
to the king, he commanded by letters that
his wicked plan, which he had planned
against the Jews, should return on his own
head, and that he and his sons should be
hanged on the gallows.

26 Therefore they called these days
“Purim”,* from the word “Pur.” Therefore
because of all the words of this letter, and
of that which they had seen concerning
this matter, and that which had come to
them, 27 the Jews established and imposed
on themselves, on their descendants, and
on all thosewho joined themselves to them,
so that it should not fail that they would
keep these two days according to what was
written and according to its appointed time
every year; 28 and that these days should

* 9:26 Purim is the Hebrew plural for pur, whichmeans lot.
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be remembered and kept throughout every
generation, every family, every province,
and every city; and that these days of Purim
should not fail from among the Jews, nor
their memory perish from their offspring.†

29Then Esther the queen, the daughter of
Abihail, and Mordecai the Jew wrote with
all authority to confirm this second letter of
Purim. 30 He sent letters to all the Jews in
the hundred twenty-seven provinces of the
kingdom of Ahasueruswithwords of peace
and truth, 31 to confirm these days of Purim
in their appointed times, as Mordecai the
Jew and Esther the queen had decreed, and
as they had imposed upon themselves and
their descendants in the matter of the fast-
ings and their mourning. 32The command-
ment of Esther confirmed these matters of
Purim; and it was written in the book.

10
1 King Ahasuerus laid a tribute on the

land and on the islands of the sea. 2Aren’t
all the acts of his power and of his might,
and the full account of the greatness of
Mordecai, to which the king advanced him,
written in the book of the chronicles of the
kings of Media and Persia? 3 For Mordecai
the Jew was next to King Ahasuerus, and
great among the Jews and accepted by the
multitude of his brothers, seeking the good
of his people and speaking peace to all his
descendants.

† 9:28 or, seed
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The Book of
Job

1 There was a man in the land of Uz,
whose namewas Job. Thatmanwas blame-
less and upright, and one who feared God,*
and turned away from evil. 2 There were
born to him seven sons and three daugh-
ters. 3Hispossessionsalsowere seven thou-
sand sheep, three thousand camels, five
hundred yoke of oxen, five hundred female
donkeys, and a very great household; so
that this man was the greatest of all the
children of the east. 4 His sons went and
held a feast in the house of each one on
his birthday; and they sent and called for
their three sisters to eat and to drink with
them. 5 It was so, when the days of their
feasting had run their course, that Job sent
and sanctified them, and rose up early in
the morning, and offered burnt offerings
according to thenumberof themall. For Job
said, “It may be that my sons have sinned,
and renouncedGod in their hearts.” Job did
so continually.

6Now on the day when God’s sons came
to present themselves before the LORD,† Sa-
tan also cameamong them. 7TheLORDsaid
to Satan, “Where have you come from?”
ThenSatananswered theLORD, and said,

“From going back and forth in the earth,
and fromwalking up and down in it.”

8The LORD said to Satan, “Have you con-
sideredmy servant, Job? For there is no one
like him in the earth, a blameless and an
upright man, one who fears God, and turns
away from evil.”

9 Then Satan answered the LORD, and
said, “Does Job fear God for nothing?
10 Haven’t you made a hedge around him,
and around his house, and around all that
he has, on every side? You have blessed
the work of his hands, and his substance
is increased in the land. 11 But stretch out
your hand now, and touch all that he has,
and he will renounce you to your face.”

12 The LORD said to Satan, “Behold,‡ all
that he has is in your power. Only on
himself don’t stretch out your hand.”
So Satan went out from the presence of

the LORD. 13 It fell on a day when his sons
and his daughters were eating and drink-
ing wine in their oldest brother’s house,
14 that a messenger came to Job, and said,
“The oxen were plowing, and the donkeys
feeding beside them, 15 and the Sabeans

attacked, and took them away. Yes, they
have killed the servantswith the edge of the
sword, and Ialonehaveescaped to tell you.”

16 While he was still speaking, another
also came and said, “The fire of God has
fallen from the sky, and has burned up
the sheep and the servants, and consumed
them, and I alone have escaped to tell you.”

17 While he was still speaking, another
also came and said, “The Chaldeans made
three bands, and swept down on the
camels, and have taken them away, yes,
and killed the servants with the edge of the
sword; and Ialonehaveescaped to tell you.”

18While hewas still speaking, there came
also another, and said, “Your sons and your
daughters were eating and drinking wine
in their oldest brother’s house, 19 and be-
hold, there came a great wind from the
wilderness, and struck the four corners of
the house, and it fell on the youngmen, and
they are dead. I alone have escaped to tell
you.”

20 Then Job arose, and tore his robe, and
shaved his head, and fell down on the
ground, andworshiped. 21Hesaid, “Naked I
came out of mymother’s womb, and naked
will I return there. The LORD gave, and
the LORD has taken away. Blessed be the
LORD’s name.” 22 In all this, Job didn’t sin,
nor charge Godwith wrongdoing.

2
1Again, on the daywhenGod’s sons came

to present themselves before the LORD, Sa-
tan came also among them to present him-
self before the LORD. 2 The LORD said to
Satan, “Where have you come from?”
Satan answered the LORD, and said,

“From going back and forth in the earth,
and fromwalking up and down in it.”

3The LORD said to Satan, “Have you con-
sidered my servant Job? For there is no
one like him in the earth, a blameless and
an upright man, one who fears God, and
turns away from evil. He still maintains his
integrity, although you incited me against
him, to ruin himwithout cause.”

4 Satan answered the LORD, and said,
“Skin for skin. Yes, all that amanhas hewill
give for his life. 5But stretch out your hand
now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and
he will renounce you to your face.”

6The LORD said to Satan, “Behold, he is in
your hand. Only spare his life.”

7 So Satan went out from the presence
of the LORD, and struck Job with painful
sores from the sole of his foot to his head.

* 1:1 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is “” (Elohim). † 1:6 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or
“GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”, usually pronounced Yahweh). ‡ 1:12 “Behold”, from “”,
means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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8 He took for himself a potsherd to scrape
himself with, and he sat among the ashes.
9 Then his wife said to him, “Do you still
maintain your integrity? Renounce God,
and die.”

10 But he said to her, “You speak as one
of the foolish women would speak. What?
Shall we receive good at the hand of God,
and shall we not receive evil?”
In all this Job didn’t sin with his lips.

11 Now when Job’s three friends heard of
all this evil that had come on him, they
each came from his own place: Eliphaz the
Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar
theNaamathite; and theymade an appoint-
ment together to come to sympathize with
himand to comfort him. 12When they lifted
up their eyes from a distance, and didn’t
recognize him, they raised their voices, and
wept; and they each tore his robe, and
sprinkled dust on their heads toward the
sky. 13 So they sat down with him on the
groundsevendaysandsevennights, andno
one spoke a word to him, for they saw that
his grief was very great.

3
1 After this Job opened his mouth, and

cursed the day of his birth. 2 Job answered:
3 “Let the day perish in which I was born,

the night which said, ‘There is a boy
conceived.’

4Let that day be darkness.
Don’t let God from above seek for it,
neither let the light shine on it.

5 Let darkness and the shadow of death
claim it for their own.

Let a cloud dwell on it.
Let all that makes the day black terrify
it.

6 As for that night, let thick darkness seize
on it.

Let it not rejoice among the days of the
year.

Let it not come into the number of the
months.

7Behold, let that night be barren.
Let no joyful voice come therein.

8Let them curse it who curse the day,
who are ready to rouse up leviathan.

9Let the stars of its twilight be dark.
Let it look for light, but have none,
neither let it see the eyelids of the
morning,

10 because it didn’t shut up the doors of my
mother’s womb,

nor did it hide trouble frommy eyes.

11 “Why didn’t I die from the womb?
Whydidn’t I give up the spirit whenmy
mother boreme?

12Why did the knees receive me?

Or why the breast, that I should nurse?
13 For now I should have lain down and

been quiet.
I should have slept, then I would have
been at rest,

14with kings and counselors of the earth,
who built up waste places for them-
selves;

15or with princes who had gold,
who filled their houses with silver;

16 or as a hidden untimely birth I had not
been,

as infants who never saw light.
17There the wicked cease from troubling.

There the weary are at rest.
18There the prisoners are at ease together.

They don’t hear the voice of the
taskmaster.

19The small and the great are there.
The servant is free from his master.

20 “Why is light given to him who is in mis-
ery,

life to the bitter in soul,
21who long for death, but it doesn’t come;

and dig for it more than for hidden
treasures,

22who rejoice exceedingly,
and are glad, when they can find the
grave?

23Why is light given to a man whose way is
hidden,

whomGod has hedged in?
24Formy sighing comes before I eat.

My groanings are poured out like wa-
ter.

25For the thing which I fear comes onme,
that which I am afraid of comes to me.

26 I am not at ease, neither am I quiet, nei-
ther do I have rest;

but trouble comes.”
4

1Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered,
2 “If someone ventures to talkwith you, will

you be grieved?
But who can withhold himself from
speaking?

3Behold, you have instructedmany,
you have strengthened the weak
hands.

4Your words have supported him who was
falling,

you havemade the feeble knees firm.
5But now it has come to you, and you faint.

It touches you, and you are troubled.
6 Isn’t your piety your confidence?

Isn’t the integrity of your ways your
hope?

7 “Remember, now, whoever perished, be-
ing innocent?
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Orwhere were the upright cut off?
8According to what I have seen, those who

plow iniquity
and sow trouble, reap the same.

9By the breath of God they perish.
By the blast of his anger are they con-
sumed.

10The roaring of the lion,
and the voice of the fierce lion,
the teeth of the young lions, arebroken.

11The old lion perishes for lack of prey.
The cubs of the lioness are scattered
abroad.

12 “Now a thing was secretly brought to me.
My ear received a whisper of it.

13 In thoughts from the visions of the night,
when deep sleep falls onmen,

14 fear came onme, and trembling,
whichmade all my bones shake.

15Then a spirit passed before my face.
The hair of my flesh stood up.

16 It stood still, but I couldn’t discern its
appearance.

A formwas before my eyes.
Silence, then I heard a voice, saying,

17 ‘Shallmortalman bemore just than God?
Shall a man be more pure than his
Maker?

18Behold, he puts no trust in his servants.
He charges his angels with error.

19 How much more those who dwell in
houses of clay,

whose foundation is in the dust,
who are crushed before themoth!

20 Between morning and evening they are
destroyed.

They perish forever without any re-
garding it.

21 Isn’t their tent cord plucked up within
them?

They die, and that without wisdom.’

5
1 “Call now; is there any who will answer

you?
Towhichof theholy oneswill you turn?

2For resentment kills the foolishman,
and jealousy kills the simple.

3 I have seen the foolish taking root,
but suddenly I cursed his habitation.

4His children are far from safety.
They are crushed in the gate.
Neither is there any to deliver them,

5whose harvest the hungry eat up,
and take it even out of the thorns.
The snare gapes for their substance.

6For affliction doesn’t come out of the dust,
neither does trouble spring out of the
ground;

7but man is born to trouble,
as the sparks fly upward.

8 “But as for me, I would seek God.
I would commit my cause to God,

9 who does great things that can’t be fath-
omed,

marvelous things without number;
10who gives rain on the earth,

and sends waters on the fields;
11 so that he sets up on high those who are

low,
those whomourn are exalted to safety.

12He frustrates the plans of the crafty,
so that their hands can’t perform their
enterprise.

13He takes the wise in their own craftiness;
the counsel of the cunning is carried
headlong.

14Theymeet with darkness in the day time,
and grope at noonday as in the night.

15 But he saves from the sword of their
mouth,

even the needy from the hand of the
mighty.

16 So the poor has hope,
and injustice shuts her mouth.

17 “Behold, happy is the man whom God
corrects.

Therefore do not despise the chasten-
ing of the Almighty.

18For he wounds and binds up.
He injures and his handsmake whole.

19Hewill deliver you in six troubles;
yes, in seven no evil will touch you.

20 In faminehewill redeemyou fromdeath;
in war, from the power of the sword.

21Youwill behidden fromthe scourgeof the
tongue,

neither will you be afraid of destruc-
tion when it comes.

22Youwill laugh at destruction and famine,
neither will you be afraid of the ani-
mals of the earth.

23 For you will be allied with the stones of
the field.

The animals of the fieldwill be at peace
with you.

24Youwill know that your tent is in peace.
You will visit your fold, and will miss
nothing.

25 You will know also that your offspring*
will be great,

your offspring as the grass of the earth.
26Youwill come to your grave in a full age,

likea shockof grain comes in its season.
27Behold, we have researched it. It is so.

Hear it, and know it for your good.”
* 5:25 or, seed
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6
1Then Job answered,

2 “Oh that my anguish were weighed,
and all my calamity laid in the bal-
ances!

3For now it would be heavier than the sand
of the seas,

therefore mywords have been rash.
4 For the arrows of the Almighty are within

me.
My spirit drinks up their poison.

The terrors of God set themselves in array
against me.

5 Does the wild donkey bray when he
has grass?

Or does the ox low over his fodder?
6Can that which has no flavor be eaten
without salt?

Or is there any taste in the white of an egg?
7My soul refuses to touch them.

They are as loathsome food tome.

8 “Oh that I might havemy request,
that God would grant the thing that I
long for,

9even that it would please God to crushme;
that he would let loose his hand, and
cut me off!

10Let it still be my consolation,
yes, let me exult in pain that doesn’t
spare,

that I have not denied the words of the
Holy One.

11What is my strength, that I should wait?
What is my end, that I should be pa-
tient?

12 Is my strength the strength of stones?
Or is my flesh of bronze?

13 Isn’t it that I have no help inme,
that wisdom is driven away fromme?

14 “To him who is ready to faint, kindness
should be shown from his friend;

even tohimwhoforsakes the fearof the
Almighty.

15 My brothers have dealt deceitfully as a
brook,

as the channel of brooks that pass
away;

16which are black by reason of the ice,
in which the snow hides itself.

17 In the dry season, they vanish.
When it is hot, they are consumed out
of their place.

18Thecaravans that travel beside themturn
away.

They go up into the waste, and perish.
19The caravans of Tema looked.

The companies of Sheba waited for
them.

20 They were distressed because they were
confident.

They came there, and were con-
founded.

21For now you are nothing.
You see a terror, and are afraid.

22Did I ever say, ‘Give to me’?
or, ‘Offer a present for me from your
substance’?

23 or, ‘Deliver me from the adversary’s
hand’?

or, ‘Redeem me from the hand of the
oppressors’?

24 “Teachme, and I will hold my peace.
Causeme to understandmy error.

25How forcible are words of uprightness!
But your reproof,what does it reprove?

26Do you intend to reprove words,
since the speeches of one who is des-
perate are as wind?

27 Yes, you would even cast lots for the fa-
therless,

andmakemerchandise of your friend.
28Now therefore be pleased to look at me,

for surely I will not lie to your face.
29Please return.

Let there be no injustice.
Yes, return again.
My cause is righteous.

30 Is there injustice onmy tongue?
Can’t my taste discern mischievous
things?

7
1 “Isn’t a man forced to labor on earth?

Aren’t his days like the days of a hired
hand?

2 As a servant who earnestly desires the
shadow,

as a hireling who looks for his wages,
3 so I ammade to possess months of misery,

wearisome nights are appointed tome.
4When I lie down, I say,

‘When will I arise, and the night be
gone?’

I toss and turn until the dawning of the
day.

5My flesh is clothed with worms and clods
of dust.

My skin closes up, and breaks out
afresh.

6My days are swifter than a weaver’s shut-
tle,

and are spent without hope.
7Oh remember that my life is a breath.

My eye will nomore see good.
8The eye of himwho seesmewill seeme no

more.
Your eyes will be on me, but I will not
be.

9 As the cloud is consumed and vanishes
away,
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so he who goes down to Sheol* will
come up nomore.

10Hewill return nomore to his house,
neither will his place know him any
more.

11 “Therefore I will not keep silent.
I will speak in the anguish of my spirit.
I will complain in the bitterness of my
soul.

12Am I a sea, or a seamonster,
that you put a guard over me?

13When I say, ‘My bedwill comfort me.
My couch will ease my complaint,’

14 then you scare mewith dreams
and terrify me through visions,

15 so that my soul chooses strangling,
death rather thanmy bones.

16 I loathemy life.
I don’t want to live forever.
Leave me alone, for my days are but a
breath.

17 What is man, that you should magnify
him,

that you should set yourmind on him,
18 that you should visit him everymorning,

and test him everymoment?
19Howlongwill younot lookaway fromme,

nor leave me alone until I swallow
downmy spittle?

20 If I have sinned, what do I do to you, you
watcher of men?

Whyhave you setme as amark for you,
so that I am a burden tomyself?

21Whydo younot pardonmydisobedience,
and take awaymy iniquity?

For nowwill I lie down in the dust.
You will seek me diligently, but I will
not be.”

8
1Then Bildad the Shuhite answered,

2 “How long will you speak these things?
Shall the words of your mouth be a
mighty wind?

3Does God pervert justice?
Or does the Almighty pervert righ-
teousness?

4 If your children have sinned against him,
he has delivered them into the hand of
their disobedience.

5 If you want to seek God diligently,
make your supplication to the
Almighty.

6 If you were pure and upright,
surely now he would awaken for you,

and make the habitation of your righteous-
ness prosperous.

7Though your beginning was small,
yet your latter end would greatly increase.

8 “Please inquire of past generations.
Find out about the learning of their
fathers.

9 (For we are but of yesterday, and know
nothing,

because our days on earth are a
shadow.)

10 Shall they not teach you, tell you,
and utter words out of their heart?

11 “Can the papyrus grow upwithout mire?
Can the rushes growwithout water?

12 While it is yet in its greenness, not cut
down,

it withers before any other reed.
13 So are the paths of all who forget God.

The hope of the godless man will per-
ish,

14whose confidence will break apart,
whose trust is a spider’s web.

15He will lean on his house, but it will not
stand.

Hewill cling to it, but it will not endure.
16He is green before the sun.

His shoots go out along his garden.
17 His roots are wrapped around the rock

pile.
He sees the place of stones.

18 If he is destroyed from his place,
then itwill denyhim, saying, ‘I havenot
seen you.’

19Behold, this is the joy of his way.
Out of the earth, others will spring.

20 “Behold, God will not cast away a blame-
less man,

neither will he uphold the evildoers.
21Hewill still fill yourmouthwith laughter,

your lips with shouting.
22 Those who hate you will be clothed with

shame.
The tent of thewickedwill be nomore.”

9
1Then Job answered,

2 “Truly I know that it is so,
but how canman be just with God?

3 If he is pleased to contend with him,
he can’t answer himone time in a thou-
sand.

4 God is wise in heart, and mighty in
strength.

Whohas hardenedhimself against him
and prospered?

5He removes themountains, and they don’t
know it,

when he overturns them in his anger.
6He shakes the earth out of its place.

Its pillars tremble.
7He commands the sun and it doesn’t rise,

and seals up the stars.
* 7:9 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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8He alone stretches out the heavens,
and treads on the waves of the sea.

9 He makes the Bear, Orion, and the
Pleiades,

and the rooms of the south.
10He does great things past finding out;

yes, marvelous thingswithout number.
11Behold, hegoesbyme, and Idon’t seehim.

He passes on also, but I don’t perceive
him.

12Behold, he snatches away.
Who can hinder him?
Who will ask him, ‘What are you do-
ing?’

13 “Godwill not withdraw his anger.
The helpers of Rahab stoop under him.

14Howmuch less will I answer him,
and choose my words to argue with
him?

15 Though I were righteous, yet I wouldn’t
answer him.

I wouldmake supplication tomy judge.
16 If I had called, and he had answeredme,

yet Iwouldn’t believe thathe listened to
my voice.

17For he breaks mewith a storm,
and multiplies my wounds without
cause.

18Hewill not allowme to catchmy breath,
but fills mewith bitterness.

19 If it is a matter of strength, behold, he is
mighty!

If of justice, ‘Who,’ says he, ‘will sum-
monme?’

20 Though I am righteous, my own mouth
will condemnme.

Though Iamblameless, itwill proveme
perverse.

21 I am blameless.
I don’t respect myself.
I despise my life.

22 “It is all the same.
Therefore I say he destroys the blame-
less and the wicked.

23 If the scourge kills suddenly,
hewillmock at the trial of the innocent.

24 The earth is given into the hand of the
wicked.

He covers the faces of its judges.
If not he, then who is it?

25 “Nowmy days are swifter than a runner.
They flee away. They see no good.

26They have passed away as the swift ships,
as the eagle that swoops on the prey.

27 If I say, ‘I will forget my complaint,
I will put offmy sad face, and cheer up,’

28 I am afraid of all my sorrows.
I know that you will not hold me inno-
cent.

29 I will be condemned.
Why then do I labor in vain?

30 If I washmyself with snow,
and cleansemy hands with lye,

31yet you will plungeme in the ditch.
My own clothes will abhorme.

32For he is not a man, as I am, that I should
answer him,

that we should come together in judg-
ment.

33There is no umpire between us,
that might lay his hand on us both.

34Let him take his rod away fromme.
Let his terror not makeme afraid;

35 then I would speak, and not fear him,
for I am not so inmyself.

10
1 “My soul is weary of my life.

I will give free course to my complaint.
I will speak in the bitterness ofmy soul.

2 I will tell God, ‘Do not condemnme.
Showmewhy you contend withme.

3 Is it good to you that you should oppress,
that you should despise the work of
your hands,

and smile on the counsel of thewicked?
4Do you have eyes of flesh?

Or do you see as man sees?
5Are your days as the days of mortals,

or your years as man’s years,
6 that you inquire after my iniquity,

and search after my sin?
7Although you know that I am not wicked,

there is no one who can deliver out of
your hand.

8 “ ‘Your hands have framed me and fash-
ionedme altogether,

yet you destroyme.
9 Remember, I beg you, that you have fash-

ionedme as clay.
Will you bringme into dust again?

10Haven’t you pouredme out like milk,
and curdledme like cheese?

11You have clothedmewith skin and flesh,
and knit me together with bones and
sinews.

12Youhave grantedme life and loving kind-
ness.

Your visitationhas preservedmy spirit.
13Yet you hid these things in your heart.

I know that this is with you:
14 if I sin, then youmarkme.

You will not acquit me from my iniq-
uity.

15 If I amwicked, woe to me.
If I am righteous, I still will not lift up
my head,

being filled with disgrace,
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and conscious of my affliction.
16 If my head is held high, you hunt me like

a lion.
Again you show yourself powerful to
me.

17You renew your witnesses against me,
and increase your indignation onme.
Changes and warfare are withme.

18 “ ‘Why, then, have you brought me out of
the womb?

I wish I had given up the spirit, and no
eye had seenme.

19 I should have been as though I had not
been.

I should have been carried from the
womb to the grave.

20Aren’t my days few?
Stop!

Leave me alone, that I may find a little
comfort,

21 before I go where I will not return
from,

to the land of darkness and of the
shadow of death;

22 the land dark as midnight,
of the shadow of death,
without any order,
where the light is as midnight.’ ”

11
1 Then Zophar, the Naamathite, an-

swered,
2 “Shouldn’t the multitude of words be an-

swered?
Should aman full of talk be justified?

3 Should your boastings make men hold
their peace?

When youmock,will nomanmake you
ashamed?

4For you say, ‘My doctrine is pure.
I am clean in your eyes.’

5But oh that God would speak,
and open his lips against you,

6 that he would show you the secrets of
wisdom!

For true wisdom has two sides.
Know therefore that God exacts of you
less than your iniquity deserves.

7 “Can you fathom themystery of God?
Or can you probe the limits of the
Almighty?

8 They are high as heaven. What can you
do?

They are deeper than Sheol.* What can
you know?

9 Its measure is longer than the earth,
and broader than the sea.

10 If he passes by, or confines,

or convenes a court, then who can op-
pose him?

11For he knows false men.
He sees iniquity also, even though he
doesn’t consider it.

12An empty-headedman becomes wise
when a man is born as a wild donkey’s
colt.

13 “If you set your heart aright,
stretch out your hands toward him.

14 If iniquity is in your hand, put it far away.
Don’t let unrighteousness dwell in your
tents.

15 Surely then you will lift up your face
without spot.

Yes, you will be steadfast, and will not
fear,

16 for you will forget yourmisery.
You will remember it like waters that
have passed away.

17Life will be clearer than the noonday.
Though there is darkness, it will be as
themorning.

18Youwill be secure, because there is hope.
Yes, you will search, and will take your
rest in safety.

19 Also you will lie down, and no one will
make you afraid.

Yes, many will court your favor.
20But the eyes of the wicked will fail.

They will have no way to flee.
Their hope will be the giving up of the
spirit.”

12
1Then Job answered,

2 “No doubt, but you are the people,
and wisdomwill die with you.

3But I have understanding as well as you;
I am not inferior to you.
Yes, who doesn’t know such things as
these?

4 I am like one who is a joke to his neighbor,
I, who called on God, and he answered.
The just, the blameless man is a joke.

5 In the thought of him who is at ease there
is contempt for misfortune.

It is ready for themwhose foot slips.
6The tents of robbers prosper.

Those who provoke God are secure,
who carry their god in their hands.

7 “But ask the animals now, and they will
teach you;

the birds of the sky, and they will tell
you.

8Or speak to the earth, and itwill teach you.
The fish of the sea will declare to you.

9Who doesn’t know that in all these,
the LORD’s hand has done this,

* 11:8 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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10 in whose hand is the life of every living
thing,

and the breath of all mankind?
11Doesn’t the ear try words,

even as the palate tastes its food?
12With agedmen is wisdom,

in length of days understanding.
13 “With God is wisdom andmight.

He has counsel and understanding.
14 Behold, he breaks down, and it can’t be

built again.
He imprisons a man, and there can be
no release.

15Behold, hewithholds thewaters, and they
dry up.

Again, he sends them out, and they
overturn the earth.

16With him is strength andwisdom.
The deceived and the deceiver are his.

17He leads counselors away stripped.
Hemakes judges fools.

18He loosens the bond of kings.
He binds their waist with a belt.

19He leads priests away stripped,
and overthrows themighty.

20He removes the speech of those who are
trusted,

and takes away the understanding of
the elders.

21He pours contempt on princes,
and loosens the belt of the strong.

22He uncovers deep things out of darkness,
and brings out to light the shadow of
death.

23He increases the nations, and he destroys
them.

He enlarges the nations, and he leads
them captive.

24 He takes away understanding from the
chiefs of the people of the earth,

and causes them towander in awilder-
ness where there is no way.

25They grope in the dark without light.
He makes them stagger like a drunken
man.

13
1 “Behold, my eye has seen all this.

My ear has heard and understood it.
2What you know, I know also.

I am not inferior to you.
3 “Surely I would speak to the Almighty.

I desire to reason with God.
4But you are forgers of lies.

You are all physicians of no value.
5Oh that you would be completely silent!

Then youwould be wise.
6Hear nowmy reasoning.

Listen to the pleadings of my lips.

7Will you speak unrighteously for God,
and talk deceitfully for him?

8Will you show partiality to him?
Will you contend for God?

9 Is it good that he should search you out?
Or as one deceives a man, will you de-
ceive him?

10Hewill surely reprove you
if you secretly show partiality.

11Won’t his majesty make you afraid
and his dread fall on you?

12Your memorable sayings are proverbs of
ashes.

Your defenses are defenses of clay.
13 “Be silent!

Leaveme alone, that I may speak.
Let come onmewhat will.

14Why should I takemy flesh inmy teeth,
and put my life in my hand?

15Behold, he will kill me.
I have no hope.
Nevertheless, I will maintain my ways
before him.

16This also will be my salvation,
that a godlessmanwill not comebefore
him.

17Listen carefully to my speech.
Let my declaration be in your ears.

18 See now, I have set my cause in order.
I know that I am righteous.

19Who is he whowill contend withme?
For then would I hold my peace and
give up the spirit.

20 “Only don’t do two things to me,
then I will not hide myself from your
face:

21withdraw your hand far fromme,
and don’t let your terror make me
afraid.

22Then call, and I will answer,
or let me speak, and you answerme.

23Howmany aremy iniquities and sins?
Make me know my disobedience and
my sin.

24Why do you hide your face,
and consider me your enemy?

25Will you harass a driven leaf?
Will you pursue the dry stubble?

26For you write bitter things against me,
and make me inherit the iniquities of
my youth.

27You also put my feet in the stocks,
andmark all my paths.
You set a bound to the soles of my feet,

28 though I am decaying like a rotten thing,
like a garment that is moth-eaten.

14
1 “Man, who is born of a woman,
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is of few days, and full of trouble.
2He grows up like a flower, and is cut down.

He also flees like a shadow, and doesn’t
continue.

3Do you open your eyes on such a one,
and bringme into judgment with you?

4 Who can bring a clean thing out of an
unclean?

Not one.
5 Seeing his days are determined,
the number of his months is with you,
and you have appointed his bounds
that he can’t pass.

6Look away from him, that hemay rest,
until he accomplishes, as a hireling, his
day.

7“For there ishope fora tree if it is cutdown,
that it will sprout again,
that the tender branch of it will not
cease.

8Though its root grows old in the earth,
and its stock dies in the ground,

9yet through the scent of water it will bud,
and sprout boughs like a plant.

10But man dies, and is laid low.
Yes, man gives up the spirit, and where
is he?

11As the waters fail from the sea,
and the river wastes and dries up,

12 so man lies down and doesn’t rise.
Until theheavensarenomore, theywill
not awake,

nor be roused out of their sleep.

13 “Oh that you would hideme in Sheol,*
that you would keep me secret until
your wrath is past,

that you would appoint me a set time
and rememberme!

14 If a man dies, will he live again?
Iwouldwait all the days ofmywarfare,
until my release should come.

15Youwould call, and I would answer you.
Youwouldhave adesire for theworkof
your hands.

16But now you count my steps.
Don’t you watch over my sin?

17My disobedience is sealed up in a bag.
You fasten upmy iniquity.

18 “But the mountain falling comes to noth-
ing.

The rock is removed out of its place.
19The waters wear the stones.

The torrents of it wash away the dust of
the earth.

So you destroy the hope of man.
20 You forever prevail against him, and he

departs.

You change his face, and send him
away.

21 His sons come to honor, and he doesn’t
know it.

They are brought low, but he doesn’t
perceive it of them.

22But his flesh on him has pain,
and his soul within himmourns.”

15
1Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered,

2 “Should a wise man answer with vain
knowledge,

and fill himself with the east wind?
3 Should he reason with unprofitable talk,

or with speeches with which he can do
no good?

4Yes, you do away with fear,
and hinder devotion before God.

5For your iniquity teaches yourmouth,
and you choose the language of the
crafty.

6Your ownmouth condemns you, and not I.
Yes, your own lips testify against you.

7 “Are you the first manwhowas born?
Or were you brought out before the
hills?

8Have you heard the secret counsel of God?
Do you limit wisdom to yourself?

9What do you know that we don’t know?
What do you understand which is not
in us?

10With us are both the gray-headed and the
very agedmen,

much older than your father.
11Are the consolations of God too small for

you,
even the word that is gentle toward
you?

12Why does your heart carry you away?
Why do your eyes flash,

13 that you turn your spirit against God,
and let such words go out of your
mouth?

14What is man, that he should be clean?
What ishewho isbornofawoman, that
he should be righteous?

15Behold, he puts no trust in his holy ones.
Yes, the heavens are not clean in his
sight;

16 how much less one who is abominable
and corrupt,

a manwho drinks iniquity like water!

17 “I will show you, listen to me;
that which I have seen I will declare

18 (which wise men have told by their fa-
thers,

and have not hidden it;
* 14:13 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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19 to whom alone the land was given,
and no stranger passed among them):

20 the wicked man writhes in pain all his
days,

even the number of years that are laid
up for the oppressor.

21A sound of terrors is in his ears.
In prosperity the destroyer will come
on him.

22He doesn’t believe that he will return out
of darkness.

He is waited for by the sword.
23 He wanders abroad for bread, saying,

‘Where is it?’
He knows that the day of darkness is
ready at his hand.

24Distress and anguishmake him afraid.
They prevail against him, as a king
ready to the battle.

25 Because he has stretched out his hand
against God,

and behaves himself proudly against
the Almighty,

26he runs at himwith a stiff neck,
with the thick shields of his bucklers,

27 because he has covered his face with his
fatness,

and gathered fat on his thighs.
28He has lived in desolate cities,

in houses which no one inhabited,
which were ready to become heaps.

29He will not be rich, neither will his sub-
stance continue,

neither will their possessions be ex-
tended on the earth.

30Hewill not depart out of darkness.
The flamewill dry up his branches.
He will go away by the breath of God’s
mouth.

31Let him not trust in emptiness, deceiving
himself,

for emptiness will be his reward.
32 It will be accomplished before his time.

His branch will not be green.
33He will shake off his unripe grape as the

vine,
and will cast off his flower as the olive
tree.

34 For the company of the godless will be
barren,

and fire will consume the tents of
bribery.

35They conceivemischief andproduce iniq-
uity.

Their heart prepares deceit.”

16
1Then Job answered,

2 “I have heardmany such things.
You are all miserable comforters!

3 Shall vain words have an end?

Or what provokes you that you an-
swer?

4 I also could speak as you do.
If your soul were inmy soul’s place,
I could joinwords together against you,
and shakemy head at you,

5 but I would strengthen you with my
mouth.

The solace ofmy lipswould relieve you.

6 “Though I speak, my grief is not subsided.
Though I forbear, what am I eased?

7 But now, God, you have surely worn me
out.

You have made all my company deso-
late.

8Youhaveshriveledmeup. This is awitness
against me.

My leanness rises up against me.
It testifies to my face.

9 He has torn me in his wrath and perse-
cutedme.

He has gnashed onmewith his teeth.
My adversary sharpens his eyes onme.

10Theyhave gaped onmewith theirmouth.
They have struck me on the cheek re-
proachfully.

They gather themselves together
against me.

11God delivers me to the ungodly,
and casts me into the hands of the
wicked.

12 I was at ease, and he brokeme apart.
Yes, he has taken me by the neck, and
dashedme to pieces.

He has also set me up for his target.
13His archers surroundme.

He splits my kidneys apart, and does
not spare.

He pours out my bile on the ground.
14He breaks mewith breach on breach.

He runs at me like a giant.
15 I have sewed sackcloth onmy skin,

and have thrust my horn in the dust.
16My face is red with weeping.

Deep darkness is onmy eyelids,
17 although there is no violence in my

hands,
andmy prayer is pure.

18 “Earth, don’t cover my blood.
Let my cry have no place to rest.

19 Even now, behold, my witness is in
heaven.

He who vouches for me is on high.
20My friends scoff at me.

My eyes pour out tears to God,
21 that hewouldmaintain the right of aman

with God,
of a son of manwith his neighbor!

22For when a few years have come,
I will go the way of no return.
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17
1 “My spirit is consumed.

My days are extinct
and the grave is ready for me.

2 Surely there are mockers withme.
My eye dwells on their provocation.

3 “Now give a pledge. Be collateral for me
with yourself.

Who is therewhowill strikehandswith
me?

4 For you have hidden their heart from un-
derstanding,

therefore you will not exalt them.
5Hewhodenounces his friends for plunder,

even the eyes of his children will fail.

6 “But he has made me a byword of the
people.

They spit in my face.
7My eye also is dim by reason of sorrow.

All mymembers are as a shadow.
8Upright menwill be astonished at this.

The innocent will stir himself up
against the godless.

9Yet the righteous will hold to his way.
He who has clean hands will grow
stronger and stronger.

10But as for you all, come back.
I will not find a wise man among you.

11My days are past.
My plans are broken off,
as are the thoughts of my heart.

12They change the night into day,
saying ‘The light isnear’ in thepresence
of darkness.

13 If I look for Sheol* as my house,
if I have spread my couch in the dark-
ness,

14 if I have said to corruption, ‘You are my
father,’

and to the worm, ‘Mymother,’ and ‘My
sister,’

15where then is my hope?
As for my hope, whowill see it?

16 Shall it go down with me to the gates of
Sheol,†

or descend together into the dust?”

18
1Then Bildad the Shuhite answered,

2 “How long will you hunt for words?
Consider, and afterwards we will
speak.

3Why are we counted as animals,
which have become unclean in your
sight?

4Youwho tear yourself in your anger,
will the earth be forsaken for you?

Or will the rock be removed out of its
place?

5 “Yes, the light of thewickedwill be put out.
The spark of his fire won’t shine.

6The light will be dark in his tent.
His lamp above himwill be put out.

7The steps of his strengthwill be shortened.
His own counsel will cast him down.

8For he is cast into a net by his own feet,
and he wanders into its mesh.

9A snare will take him by the heel.
A trap will catch him.

10A noose is hidden for him in the ground,
a trap for him on the path.

11 Terrors will make him afraid on every
side,

and will chase him at his heels.
12His strength will be famished.

Calamity will be ready at his side.
13 The members of his body will be de-

voured.
The firstborn of death will devour his
members.

14Hewill be rooted out of the security of his
tent.

He will be brought to the king of ter-
rors.

15 There will dwell in his tent that which is
none of his.

Sulfur will be scattered on his habita-
tion.

16His roots will be dried up beneath.
His branch will be cut off above.

17His memory will perish from the earth.
He will have no name in the street.

18 He will be driven from light into dark-
ness,

and chased out of the world.
19 He will have neither son nor grandson

among his people,
nor any remaining where he lived.

20 Those who come after will be astonished
at his day,

as those who went before were fright-
ened.

21 Surely such are the dwellings of the un-
righteous.

This is the place of him who doesn’t
know God.”

19
1Then Job answered,

2 “How long will you torment me,
and crushmewith words?

3You have reproachedme ten times.
You aren’t ashamed that you attackme.

4 If it is true that I have erred,
my error remains withmyself.

* 17:13 Sheol is the place of the dead. † 17:16 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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5 If indeed you will magnify yourselves
against me,

and plead against memy reproach,
6know now that God has subvertedme,

and has surroundedmewith his net.

7 “Behold, I cry out of wrong, but I am not
heard.

I cry for help, but there is no justice.
8 He has walled up my way so that I can’t

pass,
and has set darkness in my paths.

9He has strippedme of my glory,
and taken the crown frommy head.

10 He has broken me down on every side,
and I am gone.

He has pluckedmy hope up like a tree.
11He has also kindled his wrath againstme.

He counts me among his adversaries.
12His troops come on together,

build a siege ramp against me,
and encamp aroundmy tent.

13 “He has put my brothers far fromme.
My acquaintances are wholly es-
tranged fromme.

14My relatives have gone away.
My familiar friends have forgottenme.

15 Those who dwell in my house and my
maids consider me a stranger.

I am an alien in their sight.
16 I call to my servant, and he gives me no

answer.
I beg himwithmymouth.

17My breath is offensive to mywife.
I am loathsome to the children of my
ownmother.

18Even young children despise me.
If I arise, they speak against me.

19All my familiar friends abhorme.
TheywhomI lovedhave turnedagainst
me.

20Mybones stick tomy skin and tomyflesh.
I have escaped by the skin of my teeth.

21 “Have pity on me. Have pity on me, you
my friends,

for the hand of God has touchedme.
22Why do you persecute me as God,

and are not satisfied withmy flesh?

23 “Oh that mywords were nowwritten!
Oh that they were inscribed in a book!

24That with an iron pen and lead
theywereengraved in therock forever!

25 But as for me, I know that my Redeemer
lives.

In the end, hewill standupon the earth.
26After my skin is destroyed,

then I will see God inmy flesh,
27whom I, even I, will see onmy side.

My eyes will see, and not as a stranger.

“My heart is consumedwithinme.
28 If you say, ‘Howwewill persecute him!’

because the root of the matter is found
inme,

29be afraid of the sword,
for wrath brings the punishments of
the sword,

that you may know there is a judg-
ment.”

20
1Then Zophar the Naamathite answered,

2 “Therefore my thoughts answerme,
even by reason of my haste that is in
me.

3 I have heard the reproof which puts me to
shame.

The spirit of my understanding an-
swers me.

4Don’t you know this from old time,
since manwas placed on earth,

5 that the triumphing of the wicked is short,
the joy of the godless but for amoment?

6 Though his height mount up to the heav-
ens,

and his head reach to the clouds,
7 yet he will perish forever like his own

dung.
Those who have seen him will say,

‘Where is he?’
8He will fly away as a dream, and will not

be found.
Yes, hewill be chased away like a vision
of the night.

9 The eye which saw him will see him no
more,

neitherwill his place seehimanymore.
10 His children will seek the favor of the

poor.
His hands will give back his wealth.

11His bones are full of his youth,
but youth will lie downwith him in the
dust.

12 “Though wickedness is sweet in his
mouth,

though he hide it under his tongue,
13 though he spare it, and will not let it go,

but keep it still within his mouth,
14yet his food in his bowels is turned.

It is cobra venomwithin him.
15 He has swallowed down riches, and he

will vomit them up again.
God will cast them out of his belly.

16Hewill suck cobra venom.
The viper’s tongue will kill him.

17Hewill not look at the rivers,
the flowing streams of honey and but-
ter.

18Hewill restore that for which he labored,
and will not swallow it down.
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Hewill not rejoice according to the sub-
stance that he has gotten.

19 For he has oppressed and forsaken the
poor.

He has violently taken away a house,
and he will not build it up.

20 “Because he knew no quietness within
him,

he will not save anything of that in
which he delights.

21 There was nothing left that he didn’t de-
vour,

therefore his prosperity will not en-
dure.

22 In the fullness of his sufficiency, distress
will overtake him.

The hand of everyone who is in misery
will come on him.

23 When he is about to fill his belly, God
will cast the fierceness of his wrath
on him.

It will rain on himwhile he is eating.
24Hewill flee from the iron weapon.

The bronze arrow will strike him
through.

25 He draws it out, and it comes out of his
body.

Yes, the glitteringpoint comes out of his
liver.

Terrors are on him.
26All darkness is laid up for his treasures.

An unfanned fire will devour him.
It will consume that which is left in his
tent.

27The heavens will reveal his iniquity.
The earth will rise up against him.

28The increase of his house will depart.
They will rush away in the day of his
wrath.

29 This is the portion of a wicked man from
God,

the heritage appointed to him by God.”

21
1Then Job answered,

2 “Listen diligently to my speech.
Let this be your consolation.

3Allowme, and I also will speak.
After I have spoken, mock on.

4As for me, is my complaint to man?
Why shouldn’t I be impatient?

5Look at me, and be astonished.
Lay your hand on yourmouth.

6When I remember, I am troubled.
Horror takes hold of my flesh.

7 “Why do the wicked live,
become old, yes, and grow mighty in
power?

8 Their child is established with them in
their sight,

their offspring before their eyes.
9Their houses are safe from fear,

neither is the rod of God upon them.
10Their bulls breed without fail.

Their cows calve, and don’t miscarry.
11They send out their little ones like a flock.

Their children dance.
12They sing to the tambourine and harp,

and rejoice at the sound of the pipe.
13They spend their days in prosperity.

In an instant they go down to Sheol.*
14They tell God, ‘Depart from us,

for we don’t want to know about your
ways.

15 What is the Almighty, that we should
serve him?

What profit should we have, if we pray
to him?’

16 Behold, their prosperity is not in their
hand.

The counsel of the wicked is far from
me.

17 “How often is it that the lamp of the
wicked is put out,

that their calamity comes on them,
that God distributes sorrows in his
anger?

18 How often is it that they are as stubble
before the wind,

as chaff that the storm carries away?
19 You say, ‘God lays up his iniquity for his

children.’
Let him recompense it to himself, that
hemay know it.

20Let his own eyes see his destruction.
Let him drink of the wrath of the
Almighty.

21 For what does he care for his house after
him,

when the number of his months is cut
off?

22 “Shall any teach God knowledge,
since he judges those who are high?

23One dies in his full strength,
being wholly at ease and quiet.

24His pails are full of milk.
Themarrow of his bones is moistened.

25Another dies in bitterness of soul,
and never tastes of good.

26They lie down alike in the dust.
The worm covers them.

27 “Behold, I know your thoughts,
the planswithwhich youwouldwrong
me.

28 For you say, ‘Where is the house of the
prince?

* 21:13 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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Where is the tent in which the wicked
lived?’

29Haven’t you asked wayfaringmen?
Don’t you know their evidences,

30 that the evil man is reserved to the day of
calamity,

that they are led out to the day of
wrath?

31Whowill declare his way to his face?
Whowill repay himwhat he has done?

32Yet he will be borne to the grave.
Menwill keep watch over the tomb.

33 The clods of the valley will be sweet to
him.

All menwill draw after him,
as therewere innumerable before him.

34 So how can you comfort me with non-
sense,

because in your answers there remains
only falsehood?”

22
1Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered,

2 “Can aman be profitable to God?
Surely he who is wise is profitable to
himself.

3 Is it any pleasure to the Almighty that you
are righteous?

Or does it benefit him that you make
your ways perfect?

4 Is it for your piety that he reproves you,
that he enters with you into judgment?

5 Isn’t your wickedness great?
Neither is there any end to your iniqui-
ties.

6 For you have taken pledges from your
brother for nothing,

and stripped the naked of their cloth-
ing.

7 You haven’t given water to the weary to
drink,

and you have withheld bread from the
hungry.

8 But as for the mighty man, he had the
earth.

The honorable man, he lived in it.
9You have sent widows away empty,

and the arms of the fatherless have
been broken.

10Therefore snares are around you.
Sudden fear troubles you,

11or darkness, so that you can not see,
and floods of waters cover you.

12 “Isn’t God in the heights of heaven?
See the height of the stars, how high
they are!

13You say, ‘What does God know?
Can he judge through the thick dark-
ness?

14Thick clouds are a covering tohim, so that
he doesn’t see.

He walks on the vault of the sky.’
15Will you keep the old way,

which wickedmen have trodden,
16 who were snatched away before their

time,
whose foundation was poured out as a
stream,

17who said to God, ‘Depart from us!’
and, ‘What can the Almighty do for us?’

18Yethefilled theirhouseswithgood things,
but the counsel of the wicked is far
fromme.

19The righteous see it, and are glad.
The innocent ridicule them,

20 saying, ‘Surely those who rose up against
us are cut off.

The fire has consumed their remnant.’
21 “Acquaint yourself with him now, and be

at peace.
By it, good will come to you.

22 Please receive instruction from his
mouth,

and lay up his words in your heart.
23 If you return to the Almighty, you will be

built up,
if you put away unrighteousness far
from your tents.

24Lay your treasure in the dust,
the gold of Ophir among the stones of
the brooks.

25The Almighty will be your treasure,
and precious silver to you.

26 For then you will delight yourself in the
Almighty,

and will lift up your face to God.
27Youwill make your prayer to him, and he

will hear you.
You will pay your vows.

28Youwill also decree a thing, and it will be
established to you.

Light will shine on your ways.
29 When they cast down, you will say, ‘be

lifted up.’
Hewill save the humble person.

30Hewill even deliver himwho is not inno-
cent.

Yes, he will be delivered through the
cleanness of your hands.”

23
1Then Job answered,

2 “Even todaymy complaint is rebellious.
His hand is heavy in spite of my groan-
ing.

3Oh that I knewwhere I might find him!
That I might come even to his seat!

4 I would set my cause in order before him,
and fill mymouth with arguments.

5 I would know the words which he would
answerme,

and understandwhat hewould tellme.
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6 Would he contend with me in the great-
ness of his power?

No, but he would listen to me.
7There the upright might reason with him,

so I should be delivered forever from
my judge.

8 “If I go east, he is not there.
If I go west, I can’t find him.

9Heworks to the north, but I can’t see him.
He turns south, but I can’t catch a
glimpse of him.

10But he knows the way that I take.
When he has tried me, I will come out
like gold.

11My foot has held fast to his steps.
I have kept his way, and not turned
away.

12 I haven’t gone back from the command-
ment of his lips.

I have treasured up the words of his
mouthmore thanmynecessary food.

13But he stands alone, and who can oppose
him?

What his soul desires, even that he
does.

14 For he performs that which is appointed
for me.

Many such things are with him.
15Therefore I am terrified at his presence.

When I consider, I am afraid of him.
16For God has mademy heart faint.

The Almighty has terrifiedme.
17Because I was not cut off before the dark-

ness,
neither did he cover the thick darkness
frommy face.

24
1“Whyaren’t times laidupby theAlmighty?

Why don’t those who know him see his
days?

2 There are people who remove the land-
marks.

They violently take away flocks, and
feed them.

3They drive away the donkey of the father-
less,

and they take the widow’s ox for a
pledge.

4They turn the needy out of the way.
The poor of the earth all hide them-
selves.

5Behold, as wild donkeys in the desert,
they go out to their work, seeking dili-
gently for food.

The wilderness yields them bread for their
children.

6They cut their food in the field.
They glean the vineyard of the wicked.

7They lie all night nakedwithout cloth-
ing,

and have no covering in the cold.
8 They are wet with the showers of the
mountains,

and embrace the rock for lack of a shelter.
9There are those who pluck the father-
less from the breast,

and take a pledge of the poor,
10so that they go aroundnakedwithout
clothing.

Being hungry, they carry the sheaves.
11 They make oil within the walls of these

men.
They tread wine presses, and suffer
thirst.

12Fromout of the populous city,men groan.
The soul of the wounded cries out,
yet God doesn’t regard the folly.

13 “These are of those who rebel against the
light.

They don’t know its ways,
nor stay in its paths.

14Themurderer rises with the light.
He kills the poor and needy.
In the night he is like a thief.

15The eye also of the adultererwaits for the
twilight,

saying, ‘No eye will see me.’
He disguises his face.

16 In the dark they dig through houses.
They shut themselves up in the day-
time.

They don’t know the light.
17For themorning is to all of them like thick

darkness,
for they know the terrors of the thick
darkness.

18 “They are foam on the surface of the
waters.

Their portion is cursed in the earth.
They don’t turn into the way of the
vineyards.

19Drought and heat consume the snowwa-
ters,

so does Sheol* those who have sinned.
20The wombwill forget him.

The wormwill feed sweetly on him.
He will be nomore remembered.
Unrighteousness will be broken as a
tree.

21He devours the barren who don’t bear.
He shows no kindness to the widow.

22 Yet God preserves the mighty by his
power.

* 24:19 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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He rises up who has no assurance of
life.

23God gives them security, and they rest in
it.

His eyes are on their ways.
24 They are exalted; yet a little while, and

they are gone.
Yes, they are brought low, they are
taken out of the way as all others,

and are cut off as the tops of the ears of
grain.

25 If it isn’t so now, whowill proveme a liar,
andmakemy speech worth nothing?”

25
1Then Bildad the Shuhite answered,

2 “Dominion and fear are with him.
Hemakes peace in his high places.

3Can his armies be counted?
Onwhom does his light not arise?

4How then canman be just with God?
Or how can hewho is born of a woman
be clean?

5Behold, even themoon has no brightness,
and the stars are not pure in his sight;

6Howmuch less man, who is a worm,
and the son of man, who is a worm!”

26
1Then Job answered,

2 “Howhave youhelped himwho iswithout
power!

How have you saved the arm that has
no strength!

3How have you counseled him who has no
wisdom,

and plentifully declared sound knowl-
edge!

4To whom have you uttered words?
Whose spirit came out of you?

5 “The departed spirits tremble,
those beneath the waters and all that
live in them.

6 Sheol* is naked before God,
and Abaddon† has no covering.

7 He stretches out the north over empty
space,

and hangs the earth on nothing.
8He binds up thewaters in his thick clouds,

and the cloud is not burst under them.
9He encloses the face of his throne,

and spreads his cloud on it.
10He has described a boundary on the sur-

face of the waters,
and to the confines of light and dark-
ness.

11The pillars of heaven tremble
and are astonished at his rebuke.

12He stirs up the sea with his power,

and by his understanding he strikes
through Rahab.

13By his Spirit the heavens are garnished.
His hand has pierced the swift serpent.

14 Behold, these are but the outskirts of his
ways.

How small a whisper do we hear of
him!

But the thunder of his power who can
understand?”

27
1 Job again took up his parable, and said,

2 “As God lives, who has taken away my
right,

the Almighty, who has made my soul
bitter

3 (for the length of my life is still in me,
and the spirit of God is in my nostrils);

4 surely my lips will not speak unrighteous-
ness,

neither will my tongue utter deceit.
5Far be it fromme that I should justify you.

Until I die I will not put away my in-
tegrity fromme.

6 I hold fast to my righteousness, and will
not let it go.

My heart will not reproach me so long
as I live.

7 “Let my enemy be as the wicked.
Let him who rises up against me be as
the unrighteous.

8 For what is the hope of the godless, when
he is cut off,

when God takes away his life?
9Will God hear his cry when trouble comes

on him?
10Will he delight himself in the Almighty,

and call on God at all times?
11 I will teach you about the hand of God.

I will not conceal that which is with the
Almighty.

12Behold, all of you have seen it yourselves;
why then have you become altogether
vain?

13 “This is the portion of a wickedmanwith
God,

the heritage of oppressors, which they
receive from the Almighty.

14 If his children are multiplied, it is for the
sword.

His offspring will not be satisfied with
bread.

15 Those who remain of him will be buried
in death.

His widows will make no lamentation.
16Though he heap up silver as the dust,

and prepare clothing as the clay;
* 26:6 Sheol is the place of the dead. † 26:6 Abaddonmeans Destroyer.
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17 he may prepare it, but the just will put it
on,

and the innocent will divide the silver.
18He builds his house as themoth,

as a boothwhich thewatchmanmakes.
19 He lies down rich, but he will not do so

again.
He opens his eyes, and he is not.

20Terrors overtake him like waters.
A storm steals him away in the night.

21 The east wind carries him away, and he
departs.

It sweeps him out of his place.
22For it hurls at him, and does not spare,

as he flees away from his hand.
23Menwill clap their hands at him,

and will hiss him out of his place.

28
1 “Surely there is a mine for silver,

and a place for gold which they refine.
2 Iron is taken out of the earth,

and copper is smelted out of the ore.
3Man sets an end to darkness,

and searchesout, to the furthest bound,
the stones of obscurity and of thick
darkness.

4He breaks open a shaft away from where
people live.

They are forgotten by the foot.
They hang far from men, they swing
back and forth.

5As for the earth, out of it comes bread.
Underneath it is turnedup as itwere by
fire.

6 Sapphires come from its rocks.
It has dust of gold.

7That path no bird of prey knows,
neither has the falcon’s eye seen it.

8The proud animals have not trodden it,
nor has the fierce lion passed by there.

9He puts his hand on the flinty rock,
and he overturns themountains by the
roots.

10He cuts out channels among the rocks.
His eye sees every precious thing.

11 He binds the streams that they don’t
trickle.

The thing that is hiddenhebrings out to
light.

12 “But where will wisdom be found?
Where is the place of understanding?

13Man doesn’t know its price,
and it isn’t found in the land of the
living.

14The deep says, ‘It isn’t in me.’
The sea says, ‘It isn’t with me.’

15 It can’t be gotten for gold,

neither will silver be weighed for its
price.

16 It can’t be valued with the gold of Ophir,
with the precious onyx, or the sap-
phire.*

17Gold and glass can’t equal it,
neither will it be exchanged for jewels
of fine gold.

18 No mention will be made of coral or of
crystal.

Yes, the price of wisdom is above ru-
bies.

19The topaz of Ethiopia will not equal it.
It won’t be valued with pure gold.

20Where then does wisdom come from?
Where is the place of understanding?

21 Seeing it is hidden from the eyes of all
living,

and kept close from the birds of the sky.
22Destruction and Death say,

‘We have heard a rumor of it with our
ears.’

23 “God understands its way,
and he knows its place.

24For he looks to the ends of the earth,
and sees under the whole sky.

25He establishes the force of the wind.
Yes, he measures out the waters by
measure.

26When hemade a decree for the rain,
and away for the lightning of the thun-
der,

27 then he saw it, and declared it.
He established it, yes, and searched it
out.

28Toman he said,
‘Behold, the fear of the Lord,† that is
wisdom.

To depart from evil is understanding.’ ”

29
1 Job again took up his parable, and said,

2 “Oh that I were as in themonths of old,
as in the days when God watched over
me;

3when his lamp shone onmy head,
and by his light I walked through dark-
ness,

4as I was inmy prime,
when the friendship of God was in my
tent,

5when the Almighty was yet withme,
andmy children were aroundme,

6whenmy steps were washed with butter,
and the rock poured out streams of oil
for me,

7when I went out to the city gate,
when I preparedmy seat in the street.

* 28:16 or, lapis lazuli † 28:28 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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8 The young men saw me and hid them-
selves.

The aged rose up and stood.
9The princes refrained from talking,

and laid their hand on their mouth.
10The voice of the nobles was hushed,

and their tongue stuck to the roof of
their mouth.

11 For when the ear heard me, then it
blessedme,

and when the eye saw me, it com-
mendedme,

12because I delivered the poor who cried,
and the fatherless also, whohadno one
to help him,

13 the blessing of him who was ready to
perish came onme,

and I caused the widow’s heart to sing
for joy.

14 I put on righteousness, and it clothedme.
My justice was as a robe and a diadem.

15 I was eyes to the blind,
and feet to the lame.

16 I was a father to the needy.
I researched the cause of him whom I
didn’t know.

17 I broke the jaws of the unrighteous
and plucked the prey out of his teeth.

18Then I said, ‘I will die in my own house,
I will count my days as the sand.

19My root is spread out to the waters.
The dew lies all night onmy branch.

20My glory is fresh inme.
My bow is renewed inmy hand.’

21 “Men listened to me, waited,
and kept silence for my counsel.

22After mywords they didn’t speak again.
My speech fell on them.

23They waited for me as for the rain.
Their mouths drank as with the spring
rain.

24 I smiled on themwhen they had no confi-
dence.

They didn’t reject the light of my face.
25 I chose out their way, and sat as chief.

I lived as a king in the army,
as one who comforts themourners.

30
1 “But now those who are younger than I

haveme in derision,
whose fathers I considered unworthy
to put withmy sheep dogs.

2Of what use is the strength of their hands
to me,

men in whom ripe age has perished?
3They are gaunt from lack and famine.

They gnaw the dry ground, in the
gloom of waste and desolation.

4They pluck salt herbs by the bushes.

The roots of the broom tree are their
food.

5They are driven out from amongmen.
They cry after them as after a thief,

6 so that they live in frightful valleys,
and in holes of the earth and of the
rocks.

7They bray among the bushes.
They are gathered together under the
nettles.

8They are children of fools, yes, children of
wickedmen.

They were flogged out of the land.

9 “Now I have become their song.
Yes, I am a byword to them.

10They abhorme, they standaloof fromme,
and don’t hesitate to spit in my face.

11 For he has untied his cord, and afflicted
me;

and they have thrown off restraint be-
fore me.

12Onmy right hand rise the rabble.
They thrust aside my feet.
They cast their ways of destruction up
against me.

13Theymarmy path.
They promote my destruction
without anyone’s help.

14As through a wide breach they come.
They roll themselves in amid the ruin.

15Terrors have turned onme.
They chase my honor as the wind.
Mywelfare has passed away as a cloud.

16 “Nowmy soul is poured out withinme.
Days of affliction have taken hold of
me.

17 In the night seasonmy bones are pierced
inme,

and the pains that gnaw me take no
rest.

18My garment is disfigured by great force.
It binds me about as the collar of my
tunic.

19He has cast me into themire.
I have become like dust and ashes.

20 I cry to you, and you do not answerme.
I stand up, and you gaze at me.

21You have turned to be cruel to me.
With themight of your hand you perse-
cute me.

22 You lift me up to the wind, and drive me
with it.

You dissolve me in the storm.
23 For I know that you will bring me to

death,
to the house appointed for all living.

24 “However doesn’t one stretch out a hand
in his fall?
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Or in his calamity therefore cry for
help?

25Didn’t Iweep forhimwhowas in trouble?
Wasn’t my soul grieved for the needy?

26When I looked for good, then evil came.
When Iwaited for light, darkness came.

27My heart is troubled, and doesn’t rest.
Days of affliction have come onme.

28 I go mourning without the sun.
I stand up in the assembly, and cry for
help.

29 I am a brother to jackals,
and a companion to ostriches.

30My skin grows black and peels fromme.
My bones are burned with heat.

31Therefore my harp has turned to mourn-
ing,

andmypipe into the voice of thosewho
weep.

31
1 “I made a covenant withmy eyes;

how then should I look lustfully at a
young woman?

2For what is the portion from God above,
and the heritage from the Almighty on
high?

3 Is it not calamity to the unrighteous,
and disaster to theworkers of iniquity?

4Doesn’t he see myways,
and count all my steps?

5 “If I have walked with falsehood,
andmy foot has hurried to deceit

6 (let me be weighed in an even balance,
that Godmay knowmy integrity);

7 if my step has turned out of the way,
if my heart walked after my eyes,
if any defilement has stuck to my
hands,

8 then let me sow, and let another eat.
Yes, let the produce of my field be
rooted out.

9 “If my heart has been enticed to a woman,
and I have laid wait at my neighbor’s
door,

10 then let mywife grind for another,
and let others sleep with her.

11For that would be a heinous crime.
Yes, it would be an iniquity to be pun-
ished by the judges,

12 for it is a fire that consumes to destruc-
tion,

and would root out all my increase.
13 “If I have despised the cause of my male

servant
or of my female servant,
when they contended withme,

14what then will I do when God rises up?
Whenhevisits,whatwill I answerhim?

15 Didn’t he who made me in the womb
make him?

Didn’t one fashion us in the womb?
16 “If I have withheld the poor from their

desire,
or have caused the eyes of thewidow to
fail,

17or have eatenmymorsel alone,
and the fatherless has not eaten of it

18 (no, from my youth he grew up with me
as with a father,

I have guided her from my mother’s
womb);

19 if I have seen any perish for want of
clothing,

or that the needy had no covering;
20 if his heart hasn’t blessedme,

if he hasn’t been warmed with my
sheep’s fleece;

21 if I have lifted up my hand against the
fatherless,

because I sawmy help in the gate;
22 then let my shoulder fall from the shoul-

der blade,
andmy arm be broken from the bone.

23For calamity from God is a terror to me.
Because of his majesty, I can do noth-
ing.

24 “If I havemade goldmy hope,
and have said to the fine gold, ‘You are
my confidence;’

25 If I have rejoiced because my wealth was
great,

andbecausemyhandhadgottenmuch;
26 if I have seen the sun when it shined,

or themoonmoving in splendor,
27andmy heart has been secretly enticed,

and my hand threw a kiss from my
mouth;

28 this also would be an iniquity to be pun-
ished by the judges,

for I would have denied the Godwho is
above.

29 “If I have rejoiced at the destruction of
himwho hatedme,

or liftedupmyselfwhenevil foundhim
30 (I have certainlynot allowedmymouth to

sin
by asking his life with a curse);

31 if the men of my tent have not said,
‘Who can find one who has not been
filled with his meat?’

32 (the foreigner has not camped in the
street,

but I have openedmy doors to the trav-
eler);

33 if like Adam I have coveredmy transgres-
sions,

by hidingmy iniquity inmy heart,
34because I feared the great multitude,

and the contempt of families terrified
me,
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so that I kept silence, and didn’t go out
of the door—

35oh that I had one to hear me!
Behold, here is my signature! Let the
Almighty answerme!

Let the accuser write my indictment!
36 Surely I would carry it onmy shoulder,

and I would bind it to me as a crown.
37 I would declare to him the number of my

steps.
I would go near to him like a prince.

38 If my land cries out against me,
and its furrows weep together;

39 if I have eaten its fruits without money,
or have caused its owners to lose their
life,

40 let briers grow instead of wheat,
and stinkweed instead of barley.”

The words of Job are ended.

32
1 So these three men ceased to answer

Job, because he was righteous in his own
eyes. 2 Then the wrath of Elihu the son of
Barachel, the Buzite, of the family of Ram,
was kindled against Job. His wrath was
kindled because he justified himself rather
than God. 3 Also his wrath was kindled
against his three friends, because they had
found no answer, and yet had condemned
Job. 4Now Elihu hadwaited to speak to Job,
because they were older than he. 5 When
Elihu saw that there was no answer in the
mouth of these three men, his wrath was
kindled.

6 Elihu the son of Barachel the Buzite
answered,
“I am young, and you are very old.

Therefore I held back, and didn’t dare
show youmy opinion.

7 I said, ‘Days should speak,
and multitude of years should teach
wisdom.’

8But there is a spirit in man,
and the Spirit* of the Almighty gives
them understanding.

9 It is not the great who are wise,
nor the aged who understand justice.

10Therefore I said, ‘Listen to me;
I also will showmy opinion.’

11 “Behold, I waited for your words,
and I listened for your reasoning,
while you searched out what to say.

12Yes, I gave youmy full attention,
but there was no one who convinced
Job,

or who answered his words, among
you.

13Beware lest you say, ‘We have found wis-
dom.

Godmay refute him, not man;’
14 for he has not directed his words against

me;
neither will I answer him with your
speeches.

15“They are amazed. They answernomore.
They don’t have a word to say.

16 Shall I wait, because they don’t speak,
because they stand still, and answer no
more?

17 I also will answermy part,
and I also will showmy opinion.

18For I am full of words.
The spirit withinme constrains me.

19Behold,mybreast is aswinewhichhasno
vent;

like newwineskins it is ready to burst.
20 I will speak, that I may be refreshed.

I will openmy lips and answer.
21 Please don’t let me respect any man’s

person,
neitherwill I give flattering titles to any
man.

22 For I don’t know how to give flattering
titles,

or else my Maker would soon take me
away.

33
1 “However, Job, please hear my speech,

and listen to all mywords.
2 See now, I have openedmymouth.

My tongue has spoken inmymouth.
3Mywords will utter the uprightness of my

heart.
That which my lips know they will
speak sincerely.

4The Spirit of God has mademe,
and thebreathof theAlmightygivesme
life.

5 If you can, answerme.
Set yourwords in order beforeme, and
stand up.

6Behold, I am toward God even as you are.
I am also formed out of the clay.

7 Behold, my terror will not make you
afraid,

neither will my pressure be heavy on
you.

8 “Surely you have spoken inmy hearing,
I have heard the voice of your words,
saying,

9 ‘I am clean, without disobedience.
I am innocent, neither is there iniquity
inme.

* 32:8 or, breath
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10Behold, he finds occasions against me.
He counts me for his enemy.

11He puts my feet in the stocks.
Hemarks all my paths.’

12“Behold, Iwill answer you. In this you are
not just,

for God is greater thanman.
13Why do you strive against him,

because he doesn’t give account of any
of his matters?

14For God speaks once,
yes twice, though man pays no atten-
tion.

15 In a dream, in a vision of the night,
when deep sleep falls onmen,
in slumbering on the bed,

16 then he opens the ears of men,
and seals their instruction,

17 that he may withdrawman from his pur-
pose,

and hide pride fromman.
18He keeps back his soul from the pit,

and his life from perishing by the
sword.

19 “He is chastened also with pain on his
bed,

with continual strife in his bones,
20 so that his life abhors bread,

and his soul dainty food.
21His flesh is so consumedaway that it can’t

be seen.
His bones that were not seen stick out.

22Yes, his soul draws near to the pit,
and his life to the destroyers.

23 “If there is beside him an angel,
an interpreter, one among a thousand,
to show tomanwhat is right for him,

24 then God is gracious to him, and says,
‘Deliverhimfromgoingdownto thepit,
I have found a ransom.’

25His flesh will be fresher than a child’s.
He returns to the days of his youth.

26 He prays to God, and he is favorable to
him,

so that he sees his face with joy.
He restores to man his righteousness.

27He sings before men, and says,
‘I have sinned, and perverted that
which was right,

and it didn’t profit me.
28Hehas redeemedmy soul fromgoing into

the pit.
My life will see the light.’

29 “Behold, God does all these things,
twice, yes three times, with aman,

30 to bring back his soul from the pit,
that he may be enlightened with the
light of the living.

31Mark well, Job, and listen to me.
Hold your peace, and I will speak.

32 If you have anything to say, answerme.
Speak, for I desire to justify you.

33 If not, listen to me.
Hold your peace, and I will teach you
wisdom.”

34
1Moreover Elihu answered,

2 “Hearmywords, you wise men.
Give ear to me, you who have knowl-
edge.

3For the ear tries words,
as the palate tastes food.

4Let us choose for us that which is right.
Let us know among ourselves what is
good.

5For Job has said, ‘I am righteous,
God has taken awaymy right.

6Notwithstandingmy right I amconsidered
a liar.

My wound is incurable, though I am
without disobedience.’

7Whatman is like Job,
who drinks scorn like water,

8who goes in company with the workers of
iniquity,

and walks with wickedmen?
9For he has said, ‘It profits a man nothing

that he should delight himself with
God.’

10 “Therefore listen to me, you men of un-
derstanding:

far be it from God, that he should do
wickedness,

from the Almighty, that he should com-
mit iniquity.

11 For the work of a man he will render to
him,

and cause every man to find according
to his ways.

12Yes surely, God will not do wickedly,
neither will the Almighty pervert jus-
tice.

13Who put him in charge of the earth?
Or who has appointed him over the
whole world?

14 If he set his heart on himself,
if he gathered to himself his spirit and
his breath,

15all flesh would perish together,
andmanwould turn again to dust.

16 “If now you have understanding, hear
this.

Listen to the voice of mywords.
17 Should even one who hates justice gov-

ern?
Will you condemn him who is righ-
teous andmighty,
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18who says to a king, ‘Vile!’
or to nobles, ‘Wicked!’?

19He doesn’t respect the persons of princes,
nor respect the rich more than the
poor,

for they all are the work of his hands.
20 In amoment they die, even at midnight.

The people are shaken and pass away.
The mighty are taken away without a
hand.

21 “For his eyes are on the ways of a man.
He sees all his goings.

22There is no darkness, nor thick gloom,
where theworkersof iniquitymayhide
themselves.

23 For he doesn’t need to consider a man
further,

that he should go before God in judg-
ment.

24He breaks mighty men in pieces in ways
past finding out,

and sets others in their place.
25 Therefore he takes knowledge of their

works.
He overturns them in the night, so that
they are destroyed.

26He strikes them as wickedmen
in the open sight of others;

27because they turnedaway fromfollowing
him,

andwouldn’t pay attention to anyof his
ways,

28 so that they caused the cry of the poor to
come to him.

He heard the cry of the afflicted.
29 When he gives quietness, who then can

condemn?
When he hides his face, who then can
see him?

He is over a nation or aman alike,
30 that the godless manmay not reign,

that there be no one to ensnare the
people.

31 “For has any said to God,
‘I am guilty, but I will not offend any
more.

32Teachme that which I don’t see.
If I have done iniquity, I will do it no
more’?

33 Shall his recompense be as you desire,
that you refuse it?

For youmust choose, and not I.
Therefore speak what you know.

34Men of understanding will tell me,
yes, every wise manwho hears me:

35 ‘Job speaks without knowledge.
His words are without wisdom.’

36 I wish that Job were tried to the end,
because of his answering like wicked
men.

37For he adds rebellion to his sin.
He claps his hands among us,
andmultiplies his words against God.”

35
1Moreover Elihu answered,

2 “Do you think this to be your right,
or do you say, ‘My righteousness is
more than God’s,’

3 that you ask, ‘What advantage will it be to
you?

What profit will I have, more than if I
had sinned?’

4 I will answer you,
and your companions with you.

5Look to the skies, and see.
See the skies, which are higher than
you.

6 If you have sinned, what effect do you
have against him?

If your transgressions are multiplied,
what do you do to him?

7 If youarerighteous,whatdoyougivehim?
Or what does he receive from your
hand?

8 Your wickedness may hurt a man as you
are,

and your righteousness may profit a
son of man.

9 “By reason of themultitude of oppressions
they cry out.

They cry for help by reason of the arm
of themighty.

10But no one says, ‘Where is GodmyMaker,
who gives songs in the night,

11who teaches us more than the animals of
the earth,

and makes us wiser than the birds of
the sky?’

12There they cry, but no one answers,
because of the pride of evil men.

13 Surely God will not hear an empty cry,
neither will the Almighty regard it.

14 How much less when you say you don’t
see him.

The cause is before him, and you wait
for him!

15But now, because he has not visited in his
anger,

neither does he greatly regard arro-
gance,

16 therefore Job opens his mouth with
empty talk,

and he multiplies words without
knowledge.”

36
1Elihu also continued, and said,

2 “Bearwithme a little, and I will show you;
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for I still havesomething to sayonGod’s
behalf.

3 I will get my knowledge from afar,
and will ascribe righteousness to my
Maker.

4For truly mywords are not false.
Onewho isperfect inknowledge iswith
you.

5 “Behold, God is mighty, and doesn’t de-
spise anyone.

He ismighty in strength of understand-
ing.

6He doesn’t preserve the life of the wicked,
but gives justice to the afflicted.

7 He doesn’t withdraw his eyes from the
righteous,

but with kings on the throne,
he sets them forever, and they are ex-
alted.

8 If they are bound in fetters,
and are taken in the cords of afflictions,

9 then he shows them their work,
and their transgressions, that they
have behaved themselves proudly.

10He also opens their ears to instruction,
and commands that they return from
iniquity.

11 If they listen and serve him,
theywill spend their days inprosperity,
and their years in pleasures.

12But if they don’t listen, theywill perish by
the sword;

they will die without knowledge.

13 “But thosewhoare godless in heart lay up
anger.

They don’t cry for help when he binds
them.

14They die in youth.
Their life perishes among the unclean.

15 He delivers the afflicted by their afflic-
tion,

and opens their ear in oppression.
16 Yes, he would have allured you out of

distress,
into a wide place, where there is no
restriction.

That which is set on your table would
be full of fatness.

17 “But you are full of the judgment of the
wicked.

Judgment and justice take hold of you.
18Don’t let riches entice you to wrath,

neither let the great size of a bribe turn
you aside.

19 Would your wealth sustain you in dis-
tress,

or all the might of your strength?
20Don’t desire the night,

when people are cut off in their place.

21Take heed, don’t regard iniquity;
for you have chosen this rather than
affliction.

22Behold, God is exalted in his power.
Who is a teacher like him?

23Who has prescribed his way for him?
Or who can say, ‘You have committed
unrighteousness’?

24 “Remember that youmagnify his work,
about whichmen have sung.

25All men have looked on it.
Man sees it afar off.

26 Behold, God is great, and we don’t know
him.

The number of his years is unsearch-
able.

27For he draws up the drops of water,
which distill in rain from his vapor,

28which the skies pour down
andwhich drop onman abundantly.

29 Indeed, can anyone understand the
spreading of the clouds

and the thunderings of his pavilion?
30Behold, he spreads his light around him.

He covers the bottom of the sea.
31For by these he judges the people.

He gives food in abundance.
32He covers his hands with the lightning,

and commands it to strike themark.
33 Its noise tells about him,

and the livestock also, concerning the
storm that comes up.

37
1 “Yes, at this my heart trembles,

and is moved out of its place.
2Hear, oh, hear the noise of his voice,

the sound that goes out of his mouth.
3He sends it out under the whole sky,

and his lightning to the ends of the
earth.

4After it a voice roars.
He thunders with the voice of his
majesty.

He doesn’t hold back anything when
his voice is heard.

5God thunders marvelously with his voice.
He does great things, which we can’t
comprehend.

6For he says to the snow, ‘Fall on the earth,’
likewise to the shower of rain,
and to the showers of his mighty rain.

7He seals up the hand of everyman,
that all men whom he has made may
know it.

8Then the animals take cover,
and remain in their dens.

9Out of its room comes the storm,
and cold out of the north.

10By the breath of God, ice is given,
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and the width of the waters is frozen.
11 Yes, he loads the thick cloud with mois-

ture.
He spreads abroad the cloud of his
lightning.

12 It is turned around by his guidance,
that they may do whatever he com-
mands them

on the surface of the habitable world,
13 whether it is for correction, or for his

land,
or for loving kindness, that he causes it
to come.

14 “Listen to this, Job.
Stand still, and consider the wondrous
works of God.

15Do you know how God controls them,
and causes the lightning of his cloud to
shine?

16Do you know the workings of the clouds,
thewondrousworks of himwho is per-
fect in knowledge?

17Youwhose clothing is warm
when the earth is still by reason of the
south wind?

18Can you, with him, spread out the sky,
which is strong as a cast metal mirror?

19Teach us what we will tell him,
forwe can’tmake our case by reason of
darkness.

20Will it be told him that I would speak?
Or should a man wish that he were
swallowed up?

21 Now men don’t see the light which is
bright in the skies,

but the wind passes, and clears them.
22Out of the north comes golden splendor.

With God is awesomemajesty.
23We can’t reach the Almighty.

He is exalted in power.
In justice and great righteousness, he
will not oppress.

24Therefore men revere him.
He doesn’t regard any who are wise of
heart.”

38
1 Then the LORD answered Job out of the

whirlwind,
2 “Who is this who darkens counsel

by words without knowledge?
3Brace yourself like aman,

for Iwill questionyou, thenyouanswer
me!

4 “Where were you when I laid the founda-
tions of the earth?

Declare, if you have understanding.
5 Who determined its measures, if you

know?

Or who stretched the line on it?
6What were its foundations fastened on?

Or who laid its cornerstone,
7when themorning stars sang together,

and all the sons of God shouted for joy?
8 “Orwho shut up the sea with doors,

when it broke out of the womb,
9when I made clouds its garment,

and wrapped it in thick darkness,
10marked out for it my bound,

set bars and doors,
11 and said, ‘You may come here, but no

further.
Your proud waves shall be stopped
here’?

12 “Have you commanded the morning in
your days,

and caused the dawn to know its place,
13 that it might take hold of the ends of the

earth,
and shake the wicked out of it?

14 It is changed as clay under the seal,
and presented as a garment.

15From the wicked, their light is withheld.
The high arm is broken.

16 “Have you entered into the springs of the
sea?

Or have you walked in the recesses of
the deep?

17Have the gates of death been revealed to
you?

Or have you seen the gates of the
shadow of death?

18Have you comprehended the earth in its
width?

Declare, if you know it all.
19 “What is the way to the dwelling of light?

As for darkness, where is its place,
20 that you should take it to its bound,

that you should discern the paths to its
house?

21Surely you know, for youwere born then,
and the number of your days is great!

22Have you entered the storehouses of the
snow,

or have you seen the storehouses of the
hail,

23which I have reserved against the time of
trouble,

against the day of battle and war?
24Bywhat way is the lightning distributed,

or the eastwind scattered on the earth?
25Whohas cut a channel for thefloodwater,

or the path for the thunderstorm,
26 to cause it to rain on a landwhere there is

noman,
on the wilderness, in which there is no
man,
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27 to satisfy the waste and desolate ground,
to cause the tender grass to grow?

28Does the rain have a father?
Or who fathers the drops of dew?

29Whose womb did the ice come out of?
Who has given birth to the gray frost of
the sky?

30The waters become hard like stone,
when the surface of the deep is frozen.

31 “Can you bind the cluster of the Pleiades,
or loosen the cords of Orion?

32 Can you lead the constellations out in
their season?

Or can you guide the Bear with her
cubs?

33Do you know the laws of the heavens?
Canyou establish its dominionover the
earth?

34 “Can you lift up your voice to the clouds,
that abundance of waters may cover
you?

35 Can you send out lightnings, that they
may go?

Do they report to you, ‘Here we are’?
36Whohasputwisdom in the inwardparts?

Or who has given understanding to the
mind?

37Who can count the clouds by wisdom?
Or who can pour out the containers of
the sky,

38when the dust runs into amass,
and the clods of earth stick together?

39 “Can you hunt the prey for the lioness,
or satisfy the appetite of the young li-
ons,

40when they crouch in their dens,
and lie in wait in the thicket?

41Who provides for the raven his prey,
when his young ones cry to God,
and wander for lack of food?

39
1“Doyouknowthe timewhen themountain

goats give birth?
Do you watch when the doe bears
fawns?

2Can you count themonths that they fulfill?
Or do you know the time when they
give birth?

3 They bow themselves. They bear their
young.

They end their labor pains.
4Their young ones become strong.

They grow up in the open field.
They go out, and don’t return again.

5 “Who has set the wild donkey free?
Or who has loosened the bonds of the
swift donkey,

6whose home I havemade the wilderness,
and the salt land his dwelling place?

7He scorns the tumult of the city,
neitherdoeshehear the shoutingof the
driver.

8The range of themountains is his pasture.
He searches after every green thing.

9 “Will the wild ox be content to serve you?
Or will he stay by your feeding trough?

10 Can you hold the wild ox in the furrow
with his harness?

Or will he till the valleys after you?
11Will you trust him, becausehis strength is

great?
Or will you leave to him your labor?

12Will you confide in him, that hewill bring
home your seed,

and gather the grain of your threshing
floor?

13 “The wings of the ostrich wave proudly,
but are they the feathers and plumage
of love?

14For she leaves her eggs on the earth,
warms them in the dust,

15and forgets that the footmay crush them,
or that the wild animal may trample
them.

16She deals harshlywith her young ones, as
if they were not hers.

Though her labor is in vain, she iswith-
out fear,

17becauseGodhas deprivedher ofwisdom,
neither has he imparted to her under-
standing.

18When she lifts up herself on high,
she scorns the horse and his rider.

19 “Have you given the horse might?
Have you clothed his neck with a quiv-
eringmane?

20Have youmade him to leap as a locust?
The glory of his snorting is awesome.

21He paws in the valley, and rejoices in his
strength.

He goes out to meet the armedmen.
22Hemocks at fear, and is not dismayed,

neither does he turn back from the
sword.

23The quiver rattles against him,
the flashing spear and the javelin.

24Heeatsup thegroundwithfierceness and
rage,

neither does he stand still at the sound
of the trumpet.

25As often as the trumpet sounds he snorts,
‘Aha!’

He smells the battle afar off,
the thunder of the captains, and the
shouting.
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26 “Is it by yourwisdom that the hawk soars,
and stretches her wings toward the
south?

27 Is it at your command that the eagle
mounts up,

andmakes his nest on high?
28 On the cliff he dwells and makes his

home,
on the point of the cliff and the
stronghold.

29From there he spies out the prey.
His eyes see it afar off.

30His young ones also suck up blood.
Where the slain are, there he is.”

40
1Moreover the LORD answered Job,

2 “Shall he who argues contend with the
Almighty?

He who argues with God, let him an-
swer it.”

3Then Job answered the LORD,
4 “Behold, I am of small account. What will

I answer you?
I laymy hand onmymouth.

5 I have spoken once, and I will not answer;
Yes, twice, but I will proceed no fur-
ther.”

6 Then the LORD answered Job out of the
whirlwind:
7 “Now brace yourself like aman.

Iwill questionyou, andyouwill answer
me.

8Will you even annul my judgment?
Will you condemnme, that youmay be
justified?

9Or do you have an arm like God?
Can you thunder with a voice like him?

10 “Now deck yourself with excellency and
dignity.

Array yourselfwith honor andmajesty.
11Pour out the fury of your anger.

Look at everyone who is proud, and
bring him low.

12Look at everyonewho is proud, andhum-
ble him.

Crush the wicked in their place.
13Hide them in the dust together.

Bind their faces in the hidden place.
14Then I will also admit to you

that your own right hand can save you.

15“Seenowbehemoth,which Imadeaswell
as you.

He eats grass as an ox.
16Look now, his strength is in his thighs.

His force is in themuscles of his belly.

17Hemoves his tail like a cedar.
The sinews of his thighs are knit to-
gether.

18His bones are like tubes of bronze.
His limbs are like bars of iron.

19He is the chief of the ways of God.
Hewhomade him gives him his sword.

20 Surely the mountains produce food for
him,

where all the animals of the field play.
21He lies under the lotus trees,

in the covert of the reed, and themarsh.
22The lotuses cover himwith their shade.

Thewillowsof thebrooksurroundhim.
23 Behold, if a river overflows, he doesn’t

tremble.
He is confident, though the Jordan
swells even to his mouth.

24 Shall any take him when he is on the
watch,

or pierce through his nose with a
snare?

41
1 “Can you draw out Leviathan* with a fish

hook,
or press down his tongue with a cord?

2Can you put a rope into his nose,
or pierce his jaw through with a hook?

3Will hemakemany petitions to you,
or will he speak soft words to you?

4Will hemake a covenant with you,
that you should take him for a servant
forever?

5Will you play with him as with a bird?
Or will you bind him for your girls?

6Will traders barter for him?
Will they part him among the mer-
chants?

7Can you fill his skin with barbed irons,
or his head with fish spears?

8Lay your hand on him.
Remember the battle, and do so no
more.

9Behold, the hope of him is in vain.
Won’t one be cast down even at the
sight of him?

10None is so fierce that he dare stir him up.
Who then is he who can stand before
me?

11Who has first given to me, that I should
repay him?

Everything under the heavens is mine.

12 “I will not keep silence concerning his
limbs,

* 41:1 Leviathan is a name for a crocodile or similar creature.
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nor his mighty strength, nor his goodly
frame.

13Who can strip off his outer garment?
Whowill comewithin his jaws?

14Who can open the doors of his face?
Around his teeth is terror.

15 Strong scales are his pride,
shut up together with a close seal.

16One is so near to another,
that no air can come between them.

17They are joined to one another.
They stick together, so that they can’t be
pulled apart.

18His sneezing flashes out light.
His eyes are like the eyelids of the
morning.

19Out of his mouth go burning torches.
Sparks of fire leap out.

20Out of his nostrils a smoke goes,
as of a boiling pot over a fire of reeds.

21His breath kindles coals.
A flame goes out of his mouth.

22There is strength in his neck.
Terror dances before him.

23The flakes of his flesh are joined together.
They are firm on him.
They can’t be moved.

24His heart is as firm as a stone,
yes, firm as the lowermillstone.

25Whenheraiseshimselfup, themightyare
afraid.

They retreat before his thrashing.
26 If one attacks himwith the sword, it can’t

prevail;
nor the spear, the dart, nor the pointed
shaft.

27He counts iron as straw,
and bronze as rotten wood.

28The arrow can’t make him flee.
Sling stones are like chaff to him.

29Clubs are counted as stubble.
He laughs at the rushing of the javelin.

30His undersides are like sharp potsherds,
leaving a trail in the mud like a thresh-
ing sledge.

31Hemakes the deep to boil like a pot.
Hemakes the sea like a pot of ointment.

32Hemakes a path shine after him.
One would think the deep had white
hair.

33On earth there is not his equal,
that is made without fear.

34He sees everything that is high.
He is king over all the sons of pride.”

42
1Then Job answered the LORD:

2 “I know that you can do all things,

and that no purpose of yours can be
restrained.

3You asked, ‘Who is this who hides counsel
without knowledge?’

therefore I have uttered that which I
didn’t understand,

things too wonderful for me, which I
didn’t know.

4You said, ‘Listen, now, and I will speak;
Iwill questionyou, andyouwill answer
me.’

5 I had heard of you by the hearing of the
ear,

but nowmy eye sees you.
6Therefore I abhormyself,

and repent in dust and ashes.”
7 Itwas so, that after theLORDhadspoken

thesewords to Job, the LORD said to Eliphaz
the Temanite, “Mywrath is kindled against
you, and against your two friends; for you
havenot spokenofme the thing that is right,
asmy servant Jobhas. 8Nowtherefore, take
to yourselves seven bulls and seven rams,
and go to my servant Job, and offer up for
yourselvesaburntoffering; andmyservant
Job shall pray for you, for I will accept him,
that I not deal with you according to your
folly. For you have not spoken of me the
thing that is right, as my servant Job has.”

9 So Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the
Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite went
and did what the LORD commanded them,
and the LORD accepted Job.

10 The LORD restored Job’s prosperity
when he prayed for his friends. The LORD
gave Job twice as much as he had before.
11 Then all his brothers, all his sisters, and
all those who had been of his acquaintance
before, came to himand ate breadwith him
in his house. They comforted him, and con-
soled him concerning all the evil that the
LORD had brought on him. Everyone also
gave him a piece of money,* and everyone
a ring of gold.

12 So the LORD blessed the latter end of
Job more than his beginning. He had four-
teen thousand sheep, six thousand camels,
one thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand
female donkeys. 13He had also seven sons
and three daughters. 14He called the name
of the first, Jemimah; and the name of the
second, Keziah; and the name of the third,
Keren Happuch. 15 In all the land were no
women found so beautiful as the daughters
of Job. Their father gave them an inheri-
tanceamong their brothers. 16After this Job
lived one hundred forty years, and saw his
sons, andhis sons’ sons, to four generations.
17 So Job died, being old and full of days.

* 42:11 literally, kesitah, a unit of money, probably silver
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The Psalms
BOOK 1

1
1Blessed is themanwhodoesn’t walk in the

counsel of the wicked,
nor stand on the path of sinners,
nor sit in the seat of scoffers;

2but his delight is in the LORD’s* law.
On his law hemeditates day and night.

3 He will be like a tree planted by the
streams of water,

that produces its fruit in its season,
whose leaf also does not wither.
Whatever he does shall prosper.

4The wicked are not so,
but are like the chaff which the wind
drives away.

5Therefore thewicked shall not stand in the
judgment,

nor sinners in the congregation of the
righteous.

6 For the LORD knows the way of the righ-
teous,

but the way of the wicked shall perish.

2
1Why do the nations rage,

and the peoples plot a vain thing?
2The kings of the earth take a stand,

and the rulers take counsel together,
against the LORD, and against his
Anointed,* saying,

3 “Let’s break their bonds apart,
and cast their cords from us.”

4Hewho sits in the heavens will laugh.
The Lord†will have them in derision.

5Then he will speak to them in his anger,
and terrify them in his wrath:

6 “Yet I have set my King on my holy hill of
Zion.”

7 I will tell of the decree:
The LORD said to me, “You aremy son.

Today I have become your father.
8 Ask of me, and I will give the nations for

your inheritance,
the uttermost parts of the earth for
your possession.

9You shall break themwith a rod of iron.
You shall dash them in pieces like a
potter’s vessel.”

10Now therefore be wise, you kings.
Be instructed, you judges of the earth.

11 Serve the LORDwith fear,
and rejoice with trembling.

12 Give sincere homage to the Son,‡ lest he
be angry, and you perish on the way,

for his wrath will soon be kindled.
Blessed are all thosewho take refuge in
him.

3
A Psalm by David, when he fled from Absa-
lom his son.
1 LORD, how my adversaries have in-

creased!
Many are thosewho rise up againstme.

2Many there are who say of my soul,
“There is no help for him in God.”*

Selah.
3But you, LORD, are a shield aroundme,

my glory, and the one who lifts up my
head.

4 I cry to the LORDwithmy voice,
and he answers me out of his holy hill.

Selah.
5 I laid myself down and slept.

I awakened, for the LORD sustains me.
6 I will not be afraid of tens of thousands of

people
who have set themselves againstme on
every side.

7Arise, LORD!
Saveme, my God!

For you have struck all of my enemies on
the cheek bone.

You have broken the teeth of the
wicked.

8 Salvation belongs to the LORD.
May your blessing be on your people.

Selah.

4
For the Chief Musician; on stringed instru-
ments. A Psalm by David.
1 Answer me when I call, God of my righ-

teousness.
Give me relief frommy distress.
Have mercy on me, and hear my
prayer.

2 You sons of men, how long shall my glory
be turned into dishonor?

Will you love vanity and seek after
falsehood?

Selah.
3 But know that the LORD has set apart for

himself himwho is godly;
The LORDwill hear when I call to him.

4 Stand in awe, and don’t sin.
Search your own heart on your bed,
and be still.

Selah.
5Offer the sacrifices of righteousness.

* 1:2 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”,
usually pronounced Yahweh). * 2:2 Theword “Anointed” is the same as the word for “Messiah” or “Christ” † 2:4

The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” ‡ 2:12 or, Kiss the son * 3:2 The Hebrew word rendered “God” is “”
(Elohim).
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Put your trust in the LORD.
6Many say, “Whowill show us any good?”

LORD, let the light of your face shine on
us.

7You have put gladness in my heart,
more than when their grain and their
newwine are increased.

8 In peace I will both lay myself down and
sleep,

for you alone, LORD, make me live in
safety.

5
For the Chief Musician, with the flutes. A
Psalm by David.
1Give ear to mywords, LORD.

Consider mymeditation.
2Listen to the voice of my cry, my King and

my God,
for I pray to you.

3 LORD, in the morning you will hear my
voice.

In the morning I will lay my requests
before you, and will watch expec-
tantly.

4For you are not a Godwho has pleasure in
wickedness.

Evil can’t live with you.
5The arrogant will not stand in your sight.

You hate all workers of iniquity.
6Youwill destroy those who speak lies.

The LORD abhors the bloodthirsty and
deceitful man.

7 But as for me, in the abundance of your
loving kindness I will come into your
house.

I will bow toward your holy temple in
reverence of you.

8 Lead me, LORD, in your righteousness
because of my enemies.

Make yourway straight beforemy face.
9For there is no faithfulness in theirmouth.

Their heart is destruction.
Their throat is an open tomb.
They flatter with their tongue.

10Hold them guilty, God.
Let them fall by their own counsels.

Thrust them out in the multitude of their
transgressions,

for they have rebelled against you.
11 But let all those who take refuge in you

rejoice.
Let them always shout for joy, because
you defend them.

Let themalsowho love your name be joyful
in you.

12For you will bless the righteous.
LORD, you will surround himwith favor as

with a shield.

6
For the Chief Musician; on stringed instru-
ments, upon the eight-stringed lyre. A
Psalm by David.
1LORD, don’t rebukeme in your anger,

neither discipline me in your wrath.
2Havemercy onme, LORD, for I am faint.

LORD, heal me, for my bones are trou-
bled.

3My soul is also in great anguish.
But you, LORD—how long?

4Return, LORD. Deliver my soul,
and save me for your loving kindness’
sake.

5For in death there is nomemory of you.
In Sheol,* who shall give you thanks?

6 I amweary withmy groaning.
Every night I floodmy bed.
I drenchmy couch withmy tears.

7My eye wastes away because of grief.
It grows old because of all my adver-
saries.

8 Depart from me, all you workers of iniq-
uity,

for the LORD has heard the voice of my
weeping.

9The LORD has heardmy supplication.
The LORD accepts my prayer.

10May all my enemies be ashamed and dis-
mayed.

They shall turn back, they shall be dis-
graced suddenly.

7
AmeditationbyDavid,whichhe sang to the
LORD, concerning the words of Cush, the
Benjamite.
1LORD, my God, I take refuge in you.

Saveme from all thosewho pursueme,
and deliver me,

2 lest they tear apart my soul like a lion,
ripping it in pieces, while there is no
one to deliver.

3LORD, my God, if I have done this,
if there is iniquity inmy hands,

4 if I have rewarded evil to him who was at
peace withme

(yes, I have plundered him who with-
out cause wasmy adversary),

5 let the enemy pursue my soul, and
overtake it;

yes, let him treadmy life down to the earth,
and laymy glory in the dust.

Selah.
6Arise, LORD, in your anger.

Lift up yourself against the rage of my
adversaries.

Awake for me. You have commanded judg-
ment.

* 6:5 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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7 Let the congregation of the peoples
surround you.

Rule over them on high.
8 The LORD administers judgment to the

peoples.
Judge me, LORD, according to my righ-
teousness,

and to my integrity that is in me.
9Oh let the wickedness of the wicked come

to an end,
but establish the righteous;
theirminds and hearts are searched by
the righteous God.

10My shield is with God,
who saves the upright in heart.

11God is a righteous judge,
yes, a God who has indignation every
day.

12 If a man doesn’t repent, he will sharpen
his sword;

he has bent and strung his bow.
13He has also prepared for himself the in-

struments of death.
Hemakes ready his flaming arrows.

14Behold,* he travails with iniquity.
Yes, he has conceivedmischief,
and brought out falsehood.

15He has dug a hole,
and has fallen into the pit which he
made.

16 The trouble he causes shall return to his
own head.

His violence shall come down on the
crown of his own head.

17 I will give thanks to the LORD according
to his righteousness,

and will sing praise to the name of the
LORDMost High.

8
For the ChiefMusician; on an instrument of
Gath. A Psalm by David.
1 LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your

name in all the earth!
Youhave set your glory above theheav-
ens!

2 From the lips of babes and infants you
have established strength,

because of your adversaries, that you
might silence the enemy and the
avenger.

3When I consider your heavens, the work
of your fingers,

themoonand the stars,whichyouhave
ordained,

4what is man, that you think of him?
What is the son of man, that you care
for him?

5For you havemade him a little lower than
the angels,*

and crowned him with glory and
honor.

6Youmakehimrulerover theworksof your
hands.

You have put all things under his feet:
7All sheep and cattle,

yes, and the animals of the field,
8 the birds of the sky, the fish of the sea,
andwhatever passes through the paths
of the seas.

9LORD, our Lord,
how majestic is your name in all the
earth!

9
For the Chief Musician. Set to “The Death of
the Son.” A Psalm by David.
1 I will give thanks to the LORD with my

whole heart.
I will tell of all yourmarvelous works.

2 I will be glad and rejoice in you.
I will sing praise to your name, O Most
High.

3Whenmy enemies turn back,
they stumble and perish in your pres-
ence.

4For you havemaintainedmy just cause.
You sit on the throne judging righ-
teously.

5You have rebuked the nations.
You have destroyed the wicked.
You have blotted out their name for-
ever and ever.

6The enemy is overtaken by endless ruin.
The very memory of the cities which
you have overthrown has perished.

7But the LORD reigns forever.
He has prepared his throne for judg-
ment.

8Hewill judge the world in righteousness.
Hewill administer judgment to thepeo-
ples in uprightness.

9The LORDwill also be a high tower for the
oppressed;

a high tower in times of trouble.
10Thosewhoknowyournamewill put their

trust in you,
for you, LORD, have not forsaken those
who seek you.

11 Sing praises to the LORD, who dwells in
Zion,

and declare among the people what he
has done.

12 For he who avenges blood remembers
them.

Hedoesn’t forget the cryof theafflicted.

* 7:14 “Behold”, from “”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection. * 8:5
Hebrew: Elohim. The word Elohim, used here, usually means “God”, but can also mean “gods”, “princes”, or “angels”.
The Septuagint reads “angels” here. See also the quote from the Septuagint in Hebrews 2:7.
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13Havemercy onme, LORD.
Seemy affliction by thosewho hateme,

and lift me up from the gates of death,
14 that I may show all of your praise.
I will rejoice in your salvation in the
gates of the daughter of Zion.

15 The nations have sunk down in the pit
that theymade.

In the net which they hid, their own
foot is taken.

16The LORD hasmade himself known.
He has executed judgment.
Thewicked is snared by thework of his
own hands.

Meditation. Selah.
17 The wicked shall be turned back to

Sheol,*
even all the nations that forget God.

18 For the needy shall not always be forgot-
ten,

nor the hope of the poor perish forever.
19Arise, LORD! Don’t let man prevail.

Let the nations be judged in your sight.
20Put them in fear, LORD.

Let the nations know that they are only
men.

Selah.

10
1Why do you stand far off, LORD?

Why do you hide yourself in times of
trouble?

2 In arrogance, the wicked hunt down the
weak.

They are caught in the schemes that
they devise.

3 For the wicked boasts of his heart’s crav-
ings.

He blesses the greedy and condemns
the LORD.

4The wicked, in the pride of his face,
has no room in his thoughts for God.

5His ways are prosperous at all times.
He is arrogant, and your laws are far
from his sight.

As for all his adversaries, he sneers at them.
6 He says in his heart, “I shall not be
shaken.

For generations I shall have no trou-
ble.”

7 His mouth is full of cursing, deceit, and
oppression.

Under his tongue is mischief and iniq-
uity.

8He lies in wait near the villages.
From ambushes, he murders the inno-
cent.

His eyes are secretly set against the help-
less.

9He lurks in secret as a lion in his ambush.
He lies in wait to catch the helpless.

He catches the helpless when he draws
him in his net.

10The helpless are crushed.
They collapse.
They fall under his strength.

11He says in his heart, “God has forgotten.
He hides his face.
He will never see it.”

12Arise, LORD!
God, lift up your hand!
Don’t forget the helpless.

13 Why does the wicked person condemn
God,

and say in his heart, “Godwon’t call me
into account”?

14But you do see trouble and grief.
You consider it to take it into yourhand.
You help the victim and the fatherless.

15Break the arm of the wicked.
As for the evilman, seekouthiswicked-
ness until you find none.

16The LORD is King forever and ever!
The nations will perish out of his land.

17 LORD, you have heard the desire of the
humble.

You will prepare their heart.
You will cause your ear to hear,
18 to judge the fatherless and the op-
pressed,

thatmanwho is of theearthmay terrify
nomore.

11
For the Chief Musician. By David.
1 In the LORD, I take refuge.

How can you say to my soul, “Flee as a
bird to yourmountain”?

2For, behold, the wicked bend their bows.
They set their arrows on the strings,
that they may shoot in darkness at the
upright in heart.

3 If the foundations are destroyed,
what can the righteous do?

4The LORD is in his holy temple.
The LORD is on his throne in heaven.

His eyes observe.
His eyes examine the children of men.

5The LORD examines the righteous,
but his soul hates the wicked and him
who loves violence.

6On the wicked he will rain blazing coals;
fire, sulfur, and scorchingwind shall be
the portion of their cup.

7For the LORD is righteous.
He loves righteousness.
The upright shall see his face.

12
For the Chief Musician; upon an eight-
stringed lyre. A Psalm of David.

* 9:17 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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1Help, LORD; for the godly man ceases.
For the faithful fail from among the
children of men.

2Everyone lies to his neighbor.
They speak with flattering lips, and
with a double heart.

3May the LORD cut off all flattering lips,
and the tongue that boasts,

4who have said, “With our tongue we will
prevail.

Our lips are our own.
Who is lord over us?”

5 “Because of the oppression of the weak
and because of the groaning of the
needy,

I will now arise,” says the LORD;
“I will set him in safety from those who

malign him.”
6The LORD’s words are flawless words,

as silver refined in a clay furnace, puri-
fied seven times.

7Youwill keep them, LORD.
Youwill preserve themfromthis gener-
ation forever.

8The wicked walk on every side,
when what is vile is exalted among the
sons of men.

13
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.
1How long, LORD?

Will you forget me forever?
How long will you hide your face from
me?

2How long shall I take counsel in my soul,
having sorrow inmy heart every day?
Howlongshallmyenemytriumphover
me?

3Behold, and answerme, LORD, my God.
Give light to my eyes, lest I sleep in
death;

4 lest my enemy say, “I have prevailed
against him;”

lest my adversaries rejoice when I fall.

5But I trust in your loving kindness.
My heart rejoices in your salvation.

6 I will sing to the LORD,
because he has been good tome.

14
For the Chief Musician. By David.
1The fool has said in his heart, “There is no

God.”
They are corrupt.
They have done abominable deeds.
There is no one who does good.

2 The LORD looked down from heaven on
the children of men,

to see if there were any who under-
stood,

who sought after God.

3They have all gone aside.
They have together become corrupt.
There is no one who does good, no, not
one.

4Have all theworkers of iniquity no knowl-
edge,

whoeatupmypeople as theyeatbread,
and don’t call on the LORD?

5There they were in great fear,
for God is in the generation of the righ-
teous.

6You frustrate the plan of the poor,
because the LORD is his refuge.

7Oh that the salvation of Israel would come
out of Zion!

When the LORD restores the fortunes
of his people,

then Jacob shall rejoice, and Israel shall
be glad.

15
A Psalm by David.
1LORD, who shall dwell in your sanctuary?

Who shall live on your holy hill?
2He who walks blamelessly and does what

is right,
and speaks truth in his heart;

3he who doesn’t slander with his tongue,
nor does evil to his friend,
nor casts slurs against his fellowman;

4 in whose eyes a vile man is despised,
but who honors those who fear the
LORD;

he who keeps an oath even when it
hurts, and doesn’t change;

5 he who doesn’t lend out his money for
usury,

nor take a bribe against the innocent.

He who does these things shall never be
shaken.

16
A Poem by David.
1Preserveme, God, for I take refuge in you.
2My soul, you have said to the LORD, “You

aremy Lord.
Apart from you I have no good thing.”

3As for the saints who are in the earth,
they are the excellent ones in whom is
all my delight.

4Their sorrows shall bemultipliedwhogive
gifts to another god.

Their drink offerings of blood I will not
offer,

nor take their names onmy lips.
5 The LORD assigned my portion and my

cup.
Youmademy lot secure.

6 The lines have fallen to me in pleasant
places.
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Yes, I have a good inheritance.
7 I will bless the LORD, who has given me

counsel.
Yes, my heart instructs me in the night
seasons.

8 I have set the LORD always before me.
Because he is at my right hand, I shall
not bemoved.

9Thereforemyheart is glad, andmy tongue
rejoices.

My body shall also dwell in safety.
10For you will not leavemy soul in Sheol,*

neither will you allow your holy one to
see corruption.

11Youwill showme the path of life.
In your presence is fullness of joy.

In your right hand there are pleasures for-
ever more.

17
A Prayer by David.
1Hear, LORD, my righteous plea.

Give ear to my prayer that doesn’t go
out of deceitful lips.

2 Let my sentence come out of your pres-
ence.

Let your eyes look on equity.
3You have provedmy heart.

You have visitedme in the night.
You have triedme, and found nothing.
I have resolved thatmymouth shall not
disobey.

4 As for the deeds of men, by the word of
your lips,

I have keptmyself from theways of the
violent.

5My steps have held fast to your paths.
My feet have not slipped.

6 I have called on you, for you will answer
me, God.

Turn your ear to me.
Hear my speech.

7 Show yourmarvelous loving kindness,
youwho save those who take refuge by
your right hand from their enemies.

8Keepme as the apple of your eye.
Hide me under the shadow of your
wings,

9 from the wicked who oppress me,
my deadly enemies, who surroundme.

10They close up their callous hearts.
With their mouth they speak proudly.

11 They have now surrounded us in our
steps.

They set their eyes to cast us down to
the earth.

12He is like a lion that is greedy of his prey,
as it were a young lion lurking in secret
places.

13Arise, LORD, confront him.

Cast him down.
Deliver my soul from the wicked by your

sword,
14 frommen by your hand, LORD,
from men of the world, whose portion
is in this life.

You fill the belly of your cherished ones.
Your sons have plenty,
and they store up wealth for their chil-
dren.

15 As for me, I shall see your face in righ-
teousness.

I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with
seeing your form.

18
For the Chief Musician. By David the ser-
vant of the LORD, who spoke to the LORD
the words of this song in the day that the
LORD delivered him from the hand of all
his enemies, and from the hand of Saul. He
said,
1 I love you, LORD, my strength.
2The LORD is my rock, my fortress, andmy

deliverer;
my God, my rock, in whom I take
refuge;

my shield, and the horn of my salva-
tion, my high tower.

3 I call on the LORD, who is worthy to be
praised;

and I am saved frommy enemies.
4The cords of death surroundedme.

The floods of ungodliness made me
afraid.

5The cords of Sheol* were aroundme.
The snares of death came onme.

6 In my distress I called on the LORD,
and cried to my God.

He heardmy voice out of his temple.
My cry before him came into his ears.

7Then the earth shook and trembled.
The foundations also of the mountains
quaked andwere shaken,

because he was angry.
8 Smoke went out of his nostrils.

Consuming fire came out of his mouth.
Coals were kindled by it.

9 He bowed the heavens also, and came
down.

Thick darkness was under his feet.
10He rode on a cherub, and flew.

Yes, he soared on thewings of thewind.
11 He made darkness his hiding place, his

pavilion around him,
darkness of waters, thick clouds of the
skies.

12 At the brightness before him his thick
clouds passed,

hailstones and coals of fire.
* 16:10 Sheol is the place of the dead. * 18:5 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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13The LORD also thundered in the sky.
TheMost High uttered his voice:
hailstones and coals of fire.

14 He sent out his arrows, and scattered
them.

He routed them with great lightning
bolts.

15Then the channels of waters appeared.
The foundations of the world were laid
bare at your rebuke, LORD,

at the blast of the breath of your nos-
trils.

16He sent from on high.
He tookme.
He drewme out of many waters.

17He deliveredme frommy strong enemy,
from those who hated me; for they
were toomighty for me.

18 They came on me in the day of my
calamity,

but the LORDwasmy support.
19He broughtme out also into a large place.

He delivered me, because he delighted
inme.

20The LORD has rewardedme according to
my righteousness.

According to the cleanness of my
hands, he has recompensedme.

21For I have kept the ways of the LORD,
and have not wickedly departed from
my God.

22For all his ordinances were before me.
I didn’t put away his statutes fromme.

23 I was also blameless with him.
I kept myself frommy iniquity.

24 Therefore the LORD has rewarded me
according to my righteousness,

according to the cleanness ofmy hands
in his eyesight.

25With the merciful you will show yourself
merciful.

With the perfect man, you will show
yourself perfect.

26 With the pure, you will show yourself
pure.

With the crooked you will show your-
self shrewd.

27For you will save the afflicted people,
but the arrogant eyes you will bring
down.

28For you will light my lamp, LORD.
My Godwill light upmy darkness.

29For by you, I advance through a troop.
Bymy God, I leap over a wall.

30As for God, his way is perfect.
The LORD’s word is tried.
He is a shield to all those who take
refuge in him.

31For who is God, except the LORD?
Who is a rock, besides our God,

32 the God who arms me with strength,
andmakes myway perfect?

33Hemakes my feet like deer’s feet,
and sets me onmy high places.

34He teaches my hands to war,
so that my arms bend a bow of bronze.

35You have also givenme the shield of your
salvation.

Your right hand sustains me.
Your gentleness has mademe great.

36You have enlargedmy steps under me,
My feet have not slipped.

37 I will pursue my enemies, and overtake
them.

I won’t turn away until they are con-
sumed.

38 I will strike them through, so that they
will not be able to rise.

They shall fall under my feet.
39 For you have armed me with strength to

the battle.
You have subdued underme thosewho
rose up against me.

40 You have also made my enemies turn
their backs to me,

that I might cut off those who hate me.
41They cried, but there was no one to save;

even to the LORD, but he didn’t answer
them.

42Then I beat them small as the dust before
the wind.

I cast themoutas themireof the streets.
43You have deliveredme from the strivings

of the people.
You have made me the head of the na-
tions.

A people whom I have not known shall
serveme.

44As soon as they hear of me they shall
obeyme.

The foreigners shall submit themselves
to me.

45The foreigners shall fade away,
and shall come trembling out of their
strongholds.

46The LORD lives! Blessed bemy rock.
Exalted be the God of my salvation,

47even theGodwhoexecutes vengeance for
me,

and subdues peoples under me.
48He rescues me frommy enemies.

Yes, you liftmeupabove thosewho rise
up against me.

You deliver me from the violent man.
49Therefore Iwill give thanks to you, LORD,

among the nations,
and will sing praises to your name.

50He gives great deliverance to his king,
and shows loving kindness to his
anointed,

† 18:50 or, seed



Psalms 19:1 431 Psalms 21:11

to David and to his offspring,† forever
more.

19
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.
1The heavens declare the glory of God.

The expanse shows his handiwork.
2Day after day they pour out speech,

and night after night they display
knowledge.

3There is no speech nor language
where their voice is not heard.

4 Their voice has gone out through all the
earth,

their words to the end of the world.
In them he has set a tent for the sun,

5which is as a bridegroom coming out
of his room,

like a strong man rejoicing to run his
course.

6His going out is from the end of the heav-
ens,

his circuit to its ends.
There is nothing hidden from its heat.

7 The LORD’s law is perfect, restoring the
soul.

The LORD’s covenant is sure, making
wise the simple.

8 The LORD’s precepts are right, rejoicing
the heart.

The LORD’s commandment is pure, en-
lightening the eyes.

9 The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring
forever.

The LORD’s ordinances are true, and
righteous altogether.

10 They are more to be desired than gold,
yes, thanmuch fine gold,

sweeter also than honey and the ex-
tract of the honeycomb.

11 Moreover your servant is warned by
them.

In keeping them there is great reward.
12Who can discern his errors?

Forgive me from hidden errors.

13 Keep back your servant also from pre-
sumptuous sins.

Let them not have dominion over me.
Then I will be upright.

I will be blameless and innocent of
great transgression.

14Let thewords ofmymouth and themedi-
tation of my heart

be acceptable in your sight,
LORD, my rock, andmy redeemer.

20
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.
1 May the LORD answer you in the day of

trouble.

May the name of the God of Jacob set
you up on high,

2 send you help from the sanctuary,
grant you support from Zion,
3 remember all your offerings,
and accept your burned sacrifice.

Selah.
4May he grant you your heart’s desire,

and fulfill all your counsel.
5Wewill triumph in your salvation.

In the name of our God, we will set up
our banners.

May the LORD grant all your requests.
6 Now I know that the LORD saves his

anointed.
He will answer him from his holy
heaven,

with the saving strength of his right
hand.

7Some trust in chariots, and some inhorses,
but we trust in the name of the LORD
our God.

8They are bowed down and fallen,
but we rise up, and stand upright.

9 Save, LORD!
Let the King answer us whenwe call!

21
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.
1The king rejoices in your strength, LORD!

How greatly he rejoices in your salva-
tion!

2You have given him his heart’s desire,
and have not withheld the request of
his lips.

Selah.
3 For you meet him with the blessings of

goodness.
You set a crownoffine gold onhis head.

4He asked life of you and you gave it to him,
even length of days forever and ever.

5His glory is great in your salvation.
You lay honor andmajesty on him.

6For youmake himmost blessed forever.
You make him glad with joy in your
presence.

7For the king trusts in the LORD.
Through the loving kindness of the
Most High, he shall not bemoved.

8Yourhandwillfindoutall of yourenemies.
Your right handwill find out thosewho
hate you.

9 You will make them as a fiery furnace in
the time of your anger.

The LORD will swallow them up in his
wrath.

The fire shall devour them.
10 You will destroy their descendants from

the earth,
their posterity from among the chil-
dren of men.

11For they intended evil against you.
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They plotted evil against you which
cannot succeed.

12For you will make them turn their back,
when you aim drawn bows at their
face.

13Be exalted, LORD, in your strength,
so wewill sing and praise your power.

22
For the Chief Musician; set to “The Doe of
the Morning.” A Psalm by David.
1My God, my God, why have you forsaken

me?
Why are you so far from helping me,
and from the words of my groaning?

2MyGod, I cry in the daytime, but you don’t
answer;

in the night season, and am not silent.
3But you are holy,

you who inhabit the praises of Israel.
4Our fathers trusted in you.

They trusted, and you delivered them.
5They cried to you, and were delivered.

They trusted in you, and were not dis-
appointed.

6But I am aworm, and noman;
a reproach ofmen, and despised by the
people.

7All those who seememockme.
They insult me with their lips. They
shake their heads, saying,

8 “He trusts in the LORD.
Let him deliver him.
Let him rescue him, since he delights in
him.”

9But you brought me out of the womb.
You made me trust while at my
mother’s breasts.

10 I was thrown on you from my mother’s
womb.

You are my God since my mother bore
me.

11Don’t be far fromme, for trouble is near.
For there is no one to help.

12Many bulls have surroundedme.
Strong bulls of Bashan have encircled
me.

13They open theirmouthswide againstme,
lions tearing prey and roaring.

14 I am poured out like water.
All my bones are out of joint.

My heart is like wax.
It is melted withinme.

15My strength is dried up like a potsherd.
My tongue sticks to the roof of my
mouth.

You have broughtme into the dust of death.
16For dogs have surroundedme.

A company of evildoers have enclosed
me.

They have piercedmy hands and feet.*
17 I can count all of my bones.
They look and stare at me.
18They dividemy garments among them.

They cast lots for my clothing.
19But don’t be far off, LORD.

You aremy help. Hurry to helpme!
20Deliver my soul from the sword,

my precious life from the power of the
dog.

21 Saveme from the lion’s mouth!
Yes, you have rescued me from the
horns of the wild oxen.

22 I will declare your name tomy brothers.
Among the assembly, I will praise you.

23Youwho fear the LORD, praise him!
All you descendants of Jacob, glorify
him!

Stand in awe of him, all you descen-
dants of Israel!

24For he has not despised nor abhorred the
affliction of the afflicted,

neither has he hidden his face from
him;

but when he cried to him, he heard.
25 My praise of you comes in the great as-

sembly.
I will pay my vows before those who
fear him.

26The humble shall eat and be satisfied.
They shall praise the LORD who seek
after him.

Let your hearts live forever.
27All the ends of the earth shall remember

and turn to the LORD.
All the relatives of the nations shall
worship before you.

28For the kingdom is the LORD’s.
He is the ruler over the nations.

29All the rich ones of the earth shall eat and
worship.

All those who go down to the dust shall
bow before him,

even he who can’t keep his soul alive.
30Posterity shall serve him.

Future generations shall be told about
the Lord.

31 They shall come and shall declare his
righteousness to a people that shall
be born,

for he has done it.

23
A Psalm by David.
1The LORD is my shepherd;

I shall lack nothing.
2Hemakes me lie down in green pastures.

He leads me beside still waters.

* 22:16 So Dead Sea Scrolls. Masoretic Text reads, “Like a lion, they pinmy hands and feet.”



Psalms 23:3 433 Psalms 26:3

3He restores my soul.
He guides me in the paths of righteous-
ness for his name’s sake.

4 Even though I walk through the valley of
the shadow of death,

I will fear no evil, for you are withme.
Your rod and your staff,

they comfort me.
5You prepare a table before me

in the presence of my enemies.
You anoint my head with oil.

My cup runs over.
6Surely goodness and loving kindness shall

followme all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the LORD’s house
forever.

24
A Psalm by David.
1The earth is the LORD’s, with its fullness;

the world, and those who dwell in it.
2For he has founded it on the seas,

and established it on the floods.

3Whomay ascend to the LORD’s hill?
Whomay stand in his holy place?

4Hewho has clean hands and a pure heart;
who has not lifted up his soul to false-
hood,

and has not sworn deceitfully.
5He shall receive a blessing from the LORD,

righteousness from the God of his sal-
vation.

6 This is the generation of those who seek
Him,

who seek your face—even Jacob.
Selah.

7Lift up your heads, you gates!
Be lifted up, you everlasting doors,
and the King of glory will come in.

8Who is the King of glory?
The LORD strong andmighty,
the LORDmighty in battle.

9Lift up your heads, you gates;
yes, lift themup, you everlasting doors,
and the King of glory will come in.

10Who is this King of glory?
TheLORDofArmies is theKingofglory!

Selah.

25
By David.
1To you, LORD, I lift upmy soul.
2My God, I have trusted in you.

Don’t let me be shamed.
Don’t let my enemies triumph overme.

3 Yes, no one who waits for you will be
shamed.

They will be shamed who deal treach-
erously without cause.

4 Showme your ways, LORD.

Teachme your paths.
5Guideme in your truth, and teachme,

for you are the God of my salvation.
I wait for you all day long.

6LORD, rememberyour tendermercies and
your loving kindness,

for they are from old times.
7Don’t remember the sins of my youth, nor

my transgressions.
Remembermeaccording toyour loving
kindness,

for your goodness’ sake, LORD.
8Good and upright is the LORD,

therefore hewill instruct sinners in the
way.

9Hewill guide the humble in justice.
He will teach the humble his way.

10All the paths of the LORD are loving kind-
ness and truth

to such as keep his covenant and his
testimonies.

11For your name’s sake, LORD,
pardonmy iniquity, for it is great.

12Whatman is he who fears the LORD?
He shall instruct him in theway that he
shall choose.

13His soul will dwell at ease.
His offspring will inherit the land.

14 The friendship of the LORD is with those
who fear him.

He will show them his covenant.

15My eyes are ever on the LORD,
for he will pluckmy feet out of the net.

16Turn tome, and havemercy onme,
for I am desolate and afflicted.

17The troubles of my heart are enlarged.
Oh bringme out of my distresses.

18Consider my affliction andmy travail.
Forgive all my sins.

19Consider my enemies, for they aremany.
They hate mewith cruel hatred.

20Oh keepmy soul, and deliver me.
Let me not be disappointed, for I take
refuge in you.

21 Let integrity and uprightness preserve
me,

for I wait for you.
22God, redeem Israel

out of all his troubles.

26
By David.
1 Judge me, LORD, for I have walked in my

integrity.
I have trusted also in the LORDwithout
wavering.

2Examineme, LORD, and proveme.
Trymy heart andmymind.

3 For your loving kindness is before my
eyes.

I have walked in your truth.
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4 I have not sat with deceitful men,
neither will I go in with hypocrites.

5 I hate the assembly of evildoers,
and will not sit with the wicked.

6 I will washmy hands in innocence,
so I will go about your altar, LORD,
7 that I may make the voice of thanks-
giving to be heard

and tell of all your wondrous deeds.
8LORD, I love the habitation of your house,

the place where your glory dwells.
9Don’t gather my soul with sinners,

nor my life with bloodthirsty men
10 in whose hands is wickedness;
their right hand is full of bribes.

11But as for me, I will walk inmy integrity.
Redeemme, and bemerciful to me.

12My foot stands in an even place.
In the congregations I will bless the
LORD.

27
By David.
1The LORD is my light andmy salvation.

Whom shall I fear?
The LORD is the strength of my life.

Of whom shall I be afraid?
2When evildoers came at me to eat up my

flesh,
even my adversaries and my foes, they
stumbled and fell.

3 Though an army should encamp against
me,

my heart shall not fear.
Though war should rise against me,

even then I will be confident.
4One thing I have asked of the LORD, that I

will seek after:
that Imaydwell in the LORD’s house all
the days of my life,

to see the LORD’s beauty,
and to inquire in his temple.

5 For in the day of trouble, he will keep me
secretly in his pavilion.

In the secret place of his tabernacle, he
will hideme.

He will lift me up on a rock.
6 Now my head will be lifted up above my

enemies aroundme.
I will offer sacrifices of joy in his tent.

I will sing, yes, I will sing praises to the
LORD.

7Hear, LORD, when I cry withmy voice.
Have mercy also on me, and answer
me.

8When you said, “Seekmy face,”
my heart said to you, “I will seek your
face, LORD.”

9Don’t hide your face fromme.
Don’t put your servant away in anger.

You have beenmy help.
Don’t abandonme,
neither forsake me, God of my salva-
tion.

10When my father and my mother forsake
me,

then the LORDwill takeme up.
11Teachme your way, LORD.

Lead me in a straight path, because of
my enemies.

12Don’t deliver me over to the desire of my
adversaries,

for false witnesses have risen up
against me,

such as breathe out cruelty.
13 I am still confident of this:

I will see the goodness of the LORD in
the land of the living.

14Wait for the LORD.
Be strong, and let your heart take
courage.

Yes, wait for the LORD.

28
By David.
1To you, LORD, I call.

My rock, don’t be deaf to me,
lest, if you are silent to me,
Iwouldbecome like thosewhogodown
into the pit.

2Hear the voice of my petitions, when I cry
to you,

when I lift up my hands toward your
Most Holy Place.

3Don’t drawme awaywith the wicked,
with theworkers of iniquitywho speak
peace with their neighbors,

but mischief is in their hearts.
4 Give them according to their work, and

according to the wickedness of their
doings.

Give themaccording to theoperationof
their hands.

Bring back on themwhat they deserve.
5Because theydon’t respect theworksof the

LORD,
nor the operation of his hands,
he will break them down and not build
them up.

6Blessed be the LORD,
because he has heard the voice of my
petitions.

7The LORD is my strength andmy shield.
My heart has trusted in him, and I am
helped.

Therefore my heart greatly rejoices.
Withmy song I will thank him.

8The LORD is their strength.
He is a stronghold of salvation to his
anointed.

9 Save your people,
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and bless your inheritance.
Be their shepherd also,

and bear them up forever.

29
A Psalm by David.
1 Ascribe to the LORD, you sons of the

mighty,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.

2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due to his
name.

Worship the LORD in holy array.
3The LORD’s voice is on the waters.

The God of glory thunders, even the
LORD onmanywaters.

4The LORD’s voice is powerful.
The LORD’s voice is full of majesty.

5The LORD’s voice breaks the cedars.
Yes, the LORD breaks in pieces the
cedars of Lebanon.

6Hemakes them also to skip like a calf;
Lebanon and Sirion like a young, wild
ox.

7 The LORD’s voice strikes with flashes of
lightning.

8 The LORD’s voice shakes the wilder-
ness.

The LORD shakes the wilderness of
Kadesh.

9The LORD’s voice makes the deer calve,
and strips the forests bare.
In his temple everything says, “Glory!”

10The LORD sat enthroned at the Flood.
Yes, the LORD sits as King forever.

11The LORDwill give strength to his people.
The LORD will bless his people with
peace.

30
A Psalm. A Song for the Dedication of the
Temple. By David.
1 I will extol you, LORD, for you have raised

me up,
and have not made my foes to rejoice
over me.

2LORDmy God, I cried to you,
and you have healedme.

3 LORD, you have brought up my soul from
Sheol.*

You have kept me alive, that I should
not go down to the pit.

4 Sing praise to the LORD, you saints of his.
Give thanks to his holy name.

5For his anger is but for amoment.
His favor is for a lifetime.

Weepingmay stay for the night,
but joy comes in themorning.

6As for me, I said inmy prosperity,
“I shall never bemoved.”

7 You, LORD, when you favored me, made
mymountain stand strong;

but when you hid your face, I was trou-
bled.

8 I cried to you, LORD.
I made supplication to the Lord:

9 “What profit is there inmy destruction, if I
go down to the pit?

Shall the dust praise you?
Shall it declare your truth?

10Hear, LORD, and havemercy onme.
LORD, bemy helper.”

11You have turnedmymourning into danc-
ing for me.

You have removed my sackcloth, and
clothedmewith gladness,

12 to the end that my heart may sing
praise to you, and not be silent.

LORD my God, I will give thanks to you
forever!

31
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.
1 In you, LORD, I take refuge.

Let me never be disappointed.
Deliver me in your righteousness.

2Bow down your ear to me.
Deliver me speedily.

Be to me a strong rock,
a house of defense to saveme.

3For you aremy rock andmy fortress,
therefore for your name’s sake leadme
and guideme.

4Pluckme out of the net that they have laid
secretly for me,

for you aremy stronghold.
5 Into your hand I commendmy spirit.

You redeemme, LORD, God of truth.
6 I hate those who regard lying vanities,

but I trust in the LORD.
7 I will be glad and rejoice in your loving

kindness,
for you have seenmy affliction.
Youhave knownmy soul in adversities.

8 You have not shut me up into the hand of
the enemy.

You have set my feet in a large place.
9 Have mercy on me, LORD, for I am in

distress.
My eye, my soul, and my body waste
away with grief.

10Formy life is spent with sorrow,
my years with sighing.

My strength fails because of my iniquity.
My bones are wasted away.

11 Because of all my adversaries I have
become utterly contemptible to my
neighbors,

a horror to my acquaintances.
Those who saw me on the street fled
fromme.

* 30:3 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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12 I am forgotten from their hearts like a
deadman.

I am like broken pottery.
13 For I have heard the slander of many,

terror on every side,
while they conspire together against
me,

they plot to take awaymy life.
14But I trust in you, LORD.

I said, “You aremy God.”
15My times are in your hand.

Deliver me from the hand of my ene-
mies, and from those who persecute
me.

16Make your face to shine on your servant.
Saveme in your loving kindness.

17 Let me not be disappointed, LORD, for I
have called on you.

Let the wicked be disappointed.
Let them be silent in Sheol.*

18Let the lying lips bemute,
which speak against the righteous inso-
lently, with pride and contempt.

19Oh how great is your goodness,
which you have laid up for those who
fear you,

which you have worked for those who
take refuge in you,

before the sons of men!
20 In the shelter of your presence you will

hide them from the plotting of man.
You will keep them secretly in a
dwelling away from the strife of
tongues.

21Praise be to the LORD,
for he has shown me his marvelous
loving kindness in a strong city.

22As forme, I said inmy haste, “I am cut off
from before your eyes.”

Nevertheless you heard the voice ofmy
petitions when I cried to you.

23Oh love the LORD, all you his saints!
The LORD preserves the faithful,

and fully recompenses him who behaves
arrogantly.

24 Be strong, and let your heart take
courage,

all you who hope in the LORD.

32
By David. A contemplative psalm.
1 Blessed is he whose disobedience is for-

given,
whose sin is covered.

2 Blessed is the man to whom the LORD
doesn’t impute iniquity,

in whose spirit there is no deceit.
3 When I kept silence, my bones wasted

away through my groaning all day
long.

4For day andnight your handwas heavy on
me.

My strength was sapped in the heat of
summer.

Selah.
5 I acknowledgedmy sin to you.

I didn’t hide my iniquity.
I said, Iwill confessmy transgressions to the

LORD,
and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Selah.
6 For this, let everyone who is godly pray

to you in a time when you may be
found.

Surelywhen the greatwaters overflow,
they shall not reach to him.

7You aremy hiding place.
You will preserveme from trouble.
You will surround me with songs of
deliverance.

Selah.
8 Iwill instruct youand teachyou in theway

which you shall go.
I will counsel you withmy eye on you.

9 Don’t be like the horse, or like the mule,
which have no understanding,

who are controlled by bit and bridle, or
else they will not come near to you.

10Many sorrows come to the wicked,
but lovingkindness shall surroundhim
who trusts in the LORD.

11 Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, you
righteous!

Shout for joy, all youwho are upright in
heart!

33
1Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous!

Praise is fitting for the upright.
2Give thanks to the LORDwith the lyre.

Sing praises to himwith the harp of ten
strings.

3 Sing to him a new song.
Play skillfully with a shout of joy!

4For the LORD’s word is right.
All his work is done in faithfulness.

5He loves righteousness and justice.
The earth is full of the loving kindness
of the LORD.

6 By the LORD’s word, the heavens were
made:

all their army by the breath of his
mouth.

7He gathers the waters of the sea together
as a heap.

He lays up the deeps in storehouses.
8Let all the earth fear the LORD.

Let all the inhabitants of the world
stand in awe of him.

9For he spoke, and it was done.
He commanded, and it stood firm.

* 31:17 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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10 The LORD brings the counsel of the na-
tions to nothing.

Hemakes the thoughts of the peoples to
be of no effect.

11 The counsel of the LORD stands fast for-
ever,

the thoughts of his heart to all genera-
tions.

12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the
LORD,

the people whom he has chosen for his
own inheritance.

13The LORD looks from heaven.
He sees all the sons of men.

14 From the place of his habitation he looks
outonall the inhabitants of theearth,

15he who fashions all of their hearts;
and he considers all of their works.

16There is no king savedby themultitude of
an army.

A mighty man is not delivered by great
strength.

17A horse is a vain thing for safety,
neither does he deliver any by his great
power.

18 Behold, the LORD’s eye is on those who
fear him,

on those who hope in his loving kind-
ness,

19 to deliver their soul from death,
to keep them alive in famine.

20Our soul has waited for the LORD.
He is our help and our shield.

21For our heart rejoices in him,
because we have trusted in his holy
name.

22Let your loving kindness be on us, LORD,
since we have hoped in you.

34
By David; when he pretended to be insane
before Abimelech, who drove him away,
and he departed.
1 * I will bless the LORD at all times.

His praise will always be inmymouth.
2My soul shall boast in the LORD.

The humble shall hear of it and be glad.
3Ohmagnify the LORDwithme.

Let’s exalt his name together.
4 I sought the LORD, and he answeredme,

and deliveredme from all my fears.
5They looked to him, and were radiant.

Their faces shall never be coveredwith
shame.

6This poor man cried, and the LORD heard
him,

and saved him out of all his troubles.
7 The LORD’s angel encamps around those

who fear him,

and delivers them.
8Oh taste and see that the LORD is good.

Blessed is the man who takes refuge in
him.

9Oh fear the LORD, you his saints,
for there is no lack with those who fear
him.

10 The young lions do lack, and suffer
hunger,

but those who seek the LORD shall not
lack any good thing.

11Come, you children, listen to me.
I will teach you the fear of the LORD.

12Who is someone who desires life,
and loves many days, that he may see
good?

13Keep your tongue from evil,
and your lips from speaking lies.

14Depart from evil, and do good.
Seek peace, and pursue it.

15 The LORD’s eyes are toward the righ-
teous.

His ears listen to their cry.
16 The LORD’s face is against those who do

evil,
to cut off their memory from the earth.

17The righteous cry, and the LORD hears,
and delivers them out of all their trou-
bles.

18 The LORD is near to those who have a
broken heart,

and saves those who have a crushed
spirit.

19Many are the afflictions of the righteous,
but the LORD delivers him out of them
all.

20He protects all of his bones.
Not one of them is broken.

21Evil shall kill the wicked.
Those who hate the righteous shall be
condemned.

22 The LORD redeems the soul of his ser-
vants.

None of those who take refuge in him
shall be condemned.

35
By David.
1 Contend, LORD, with those who contend

withme.
Fight against those who fight against
me.

2Take hold of shield and buckler,
and stand up for my help.

3 Brandish the spear and block those who
pursueme.

Tell my soul, “I am your salvation.”
4Let those who seek after my soul be disap-

pointed and brought to dishonor.

* 34:1 Psalm 34 is an acrostic poem, with each verse starting with a letter of the alphabet (ordered from Alef to Tav).
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Let those who plot my ruin be turned
back and confounded.

5Let them be as chaff before the wind,
the LORD’s angel driving them on.

6Let their way be dark and slippery,
the LORD’s angel pursuing them.

7 For without cause they have hidden their
net in a pit for me.

Without cause they have dug a pit for
my soul.

8Let destruction come on him unawares.
Let his net that he has hidden catch
himself.

Let him fall into that destruction.

9My soul shall be joyful in the LORD.
It shall rejoice in his salvation.

10All my bones shall say, “LORD, who is like
you,

who delivers the poor from himwho is
too strong for him;

yes, the poor and the needy from him
who robs him?”

11Unrighteous witnesses rise up.
They ask me about things that I don’t
know about.

12They rewardme evil for good,
to the bereaving of my soul.

13 But as for me, when they were sick, my
clothing was sackcloth.

I afflictedmy soul with fasting.
My prayer returned into my own bo-
som.

14 I behaved myself as though it had been
my friend ormy brother.

I bowed down mourning, as one who
mourns his mother.

15 But in my adversity, they rejoiced, and
gathered themselves together.

The attackers gathered themselves to-
gether against me, and I didn’t know
it.

They tore at me, and didn’t cease.
16Like the profanemockers in feasts,

they gnashed their teeth at me.
17Lord, how long will you look on?

Rescuemy soul from their destruction,
my precious life from the lions.

18 I will give you thanks in the great assem-
bly.

I will praise you amongmany people.
19 Don’t let those who are my enemies

wrongfully rejoice over me;
neither let those who hate me without
a cause wink their eyes.

20For they don’t speak peace,
but they devise deceitful words against
those who are quiet in the land.

21 Yes, they opened their mouth wide
against me.

They said, “Aha! Aha! Our eye has seen
it!”

22You have seen it, LORD. Don’t keep silent.
Lord, don’t be far fromme.

23Wake up! Rise up to defendme, my God!
My Lord, contend for me!

24Vindicateme, LORDmyGod, according to
your righteousness.

Don’t let them gloat over me.
25 Don’t let them say in their heart, “Aha!

That’s the way wewant it!”
Don’t let themsay, “Wehave swallowed
him up!”

26 Let them be disappointed and con-
founded together who rejoice at my
calamity.

Let them be clothed with shame and
dishonor who magnify themselves
against me.

27 Let those who favor my righteous cause
shout for joy and be glad.

Yes, let them say continually, “May the
LORD bemagnified,

who has pleasure in the prosperity of
his servant!”

28 My tongue shall talk about your righ-
teousness and about your praise all
day long.

36
For the Chief Musician. By David, the ser-
vant of the LORD.
1A revelation is within my heart about the

disobedience of the wicked:
There is no fear of God before his eyes.

2For he flatters himself in his own eyes,
toomuch to detect and hate his sin.

3 The words of his mouth are iniquity and
deceit.

Hehas ceased tobewiseand todogood.
4He plots iniquity on his bed.

Hesetshimself inaway that isnotgood.
He doesn’t abhor evil.

5Your loving kindness, LORD, is in theheav-
ens.

Your faithfulness reaches to the skies.
6 Your righteousness is like the mountains

of God.
Your judgments are like a great deep.
LORD, you preserveman and animal.

7 How precious is your loving kindness,
God!

The children of men take refuge under
the shadow of your wings.

8 They shall be abundantly satisfied with
the abundance of your house.

You will make them drink of the river
of your pleasures.

9For with you is the spring of life.
In your light we will see light.
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10 Oh continue your loving kindness to
those who know you,

your righteousness to the upright in
heart.

11 Don’t let the foot of pride come against
me.

Don’t let the hand of the wicked drive
me away.

12There the workers of iniquity are fallen.
They are thrust down, and shall not be
able to rise.

37
By David.
1Don’t fret because of evildoers,

neither be envious against those who
work unrighteousness.

2 For they shall soon be cut down like the
grass,

and wither like the green herb.
3Trust in the LORD, and do good.

Dwell in the land, and enjoy safe pas-
ture.

4Also delight yourself in the LORD,
and hewill give you the desires of your
heart.

5Commit your way to the LORD.
Trust also in him, and he will do this:

6hewillmake your righteousness shine out
like light,

and your justice as the noon day sun.
7 Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for

him.
Don’t fret because of himwho prospers
in his way,

because of the manwhomakes wicked
plots happen.

8Cease from anger, and forsake wrath.
Don’t fret; it leads only to evildoing.

9For evildoers shall be cut off,
but those who wait for the LORD shall
inherit the land.

10 For yet a little while, and the wicked will
be nomore.

Yes, though you look for his place, he
isn’t there.

11But the humble shall inherit the land,
and shall delight themselves in the
abundance of peace.

12The wicked plots against the just,
and gnashes at himwith his teeth.

13The Lord will laugh at him,
for he sees that his day is coming.

14 The wicked have drawn out the sword,
and have bent their bow,

to cast down the poor and needy,
to kill those who are upright on the
path.

15 Their sword shall enter into their own
heart.

Their bows shall be broken.
16Better is a little that the righteous has,

than the abundance of manywicked.
17 For the arms of the wicked shall be bro-

ken,
but the LORD upholds the righteous.

18The LORD knows the days of the perfect.
Their inheritance shall be forever.

19They shall not bedisappointed in the time
of evil.

In the days of famine they shall be sat-
isfied.

20But the wicked shall perish.
The enemies of the LORD shall be like
the beauty of the fields.

They will vanish—
vanish like smoke.

21The wicked borrow, and don’t pay back,
but the righteous give generously.

22 For such as are blessed by him shall in-
herit the land.

Those who are cursed by him shall be
cut off.

23 A man’s steps are established by the
LORD.

He delights in his way.
24Though he stumble, he shall not fall,

for the LORD holds him up with his
hand.

25 I have been young, and now am old,
yet I have not seen the righteous for-
saken,

nor his children begging for bread.
26 All day long he deals graciously, and

lends.
His offspring is blessed.

27Depart from evil, and do good.
Live securely forever.

28For the LORD loves justice,
and doesn’t forsake his saints.
They are preserved forever,
but the children of the wicked shall be
cut off.

29The righteous shall inherit the land,
and live in it forever.

30 The mouth of the righteous talks of wis-
dom.

His tongue speaks justice.
31The law of his God is in his heart.

None of his steps shall slide.
32The wicked watch the righteous,

and seek to kill him.
33The LORDwill not leave him in his hand,

nor condemn himwhen he is judged.
34Wait for the LORD, and keep his way,

andhewill exalt you to inherit the land.
When the wicked are cut off, you shall
see it.

35 I have seen the wicked in great power,
spreading himself like a green tree in
its native soil.
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36 But he passed away, and behold, he was
not.

Yes, I sought him, but he could not be
found.

37 Mark the perfect man, and see the up-
right,

for there is a future for the man of
peace.

38 As for transgressors, they shall be de-
stroyed together.

The futureof thewicked shall be cut off.
39But the salvation of the righteous is from

the LORD.
He is their stronghold in the time of
trouble.

40The LORD helps them and rescues them.
He rescues them from the wicked and
saves them,

because they have taken refuge in him.

38
A Psalm by David, for a memorial.
1LORD, don’t rebukeme in your wrath,

neither chastenme in your hot displea-
sure.

2For your arrows have piercedme,
your hand presses hard onme.

3There is no soundness inmy flesh because
of your indignation,

neither is there any health inmy bones
because of my sin.

4Formy iniquities have gone overmyhead.
As a heavy burden, they are too heavy
for me.

5Mywounds are loathsome and corrupt
because of my foolishness.

6 I am in pain and bowed down greatly.
I go mourning all day long.

7Formywaist is filled with burning.
There is no soundness in my flesh.

8 I am faint and severely bruised.
Ihavegroanedbyreasonof theanguish
of my heart.

9Lord, all my desire is before you.
My groaning is not hidden from you.

10My heart throbs.
My strength fails me.
As for the lightofmyeyes, it hasalso left
me.

11 My lovers and my friends stand aloof
frommy plague.

My kinsmen stand far away.
12 They also who seek after my life lay

snares.
Those who seek my hurt speak mis-
chievous things,

andmeditate deceits all day long.
13But I, as a deaf man, don’t hear.

I am as a mute man who doesn’t open
his mouth.

14Yes, I am as amanwho doesn’t hear,
in whosemouth are no reproofs.

15For I hope in you, LORD.
You will answer, Lordmy God.

16For I said, “Don’t let them gloat over me,
or exalt themselves over me when my
foot slips.”

17For I am ready to fall.
My pain is continually before me.

18For I will declare my iniquity.
I will be sorry for my sin.

19But my enemies are vigorous andmany.
Those who hate mewithout reason are
numerous.

20 They who render evil for good are also
adversaries to me,

because I followwhat is good.
21Don’t forsakeme, LORD.

My God, don’t be far fromme.
22Hurry to help me,

Lord, my salvation.

39
For the Chief Musician. For Jeduthun. A
Psalm by David.
1 I said, “Iwillwatchmyways, so that I don’t

sin withmy tongue.
I will keep my mouth with a bridle
while the wicked is before me.”

2 I was mute with silence.
I held my peace, even from good.
My sorrowwas stirred.

3My heart was hot withinme.
While I meditated, the fire burned.

I spoke withmy tongue:
4 “LORD, showmemy end,
what is themeasure of my days.
Let me know how frail I am.

5 Behold, you have made my days hand
widths.

My lifetime is as nothing before you.
Surely everyman stands as a breath.”

Selah.
6 “Surely everymanwalks like a shadow.

Surely they busy themselves in vain.
He heaps up, and doesn’t know who
shall gather.

7Now, Lord, what do I wait for?
My hope is in you.

8Deliver me from all my transgressions.
Don’tmakeme the reproachof the fool-
ish.

9 I was mute.
I didn’t openmymouth,
because you did it.

10Remove your scourge away fromme.
I am overcome by the blow of your
hand.

11 When you rebuke and correct man for
iniquity,

you consume his wealth like amoth.
Surely everyman is but a breath.”

Selah.
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12 “Hear my prayer, LORD, and give ear to
my cry.

Don’t be silent at my tears.
For I am a stranger with you,

a foreigner, as all my fathers were.
13Oh spareme, that Imay recover strength,

before I go away and exist nomore.”
40

For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.
1 I waited patiently for the LORD.

He turned tome, and heardmy cry.
2Hebroughtmeupalsoout of ahorriblepit,

out of themiry clay.
He set my feet on a rock,

and gaveme a firm place to stand.
3He has put a new song in my mouth, even

praise to our God.
Many shall see it, and fear, and shall
trust in the LORD.

4 Blessed is the man who makes the LORD
his trust,

anddoesn’t respect the proud, nor such
as turn away to lies.

5 Many, LORD, my God, are the wonderful
works which you have done,

and your thoughts which are toward
us.

They can’t be declared back to you.
If I would declare and speak of them,
they aremore than can be counted.

6 Sacrifice and offering you didn’t desire.
You have openedmy ears.
You have not required burnt offering
and sin offering.

7Then I said, “Behold, I have come.
It is written aboutme in the book in the
scroll.

8 I delight to do your will, my God.
Yes, your law is withinmy heart.”

9 I have proclaimed glad news of righteous-
ness in the great assembly.

Behold, I will not seal my lips, LORD,
you know.

10 I have not hidden your righteousness
withinmy heart.

I have declared your faithfulness and
your salvation.

I have not concealed your loving kind-
ness and your truth from the great
assembly.

11Don’t withhold your tendermercies from
me, LORD.

Let your loving kindness and your
truth continually preserveme.

12 For innumerable evils have surrounded
me.

My iniquities have overtaken me, so
that I am not able to look up.

They aremore than the hairs of my head.
My heart has failedme.

13Be pleased, LORD, to deliver me.

Hurry to helpme, LORD.
14 Let them be disappointed and con-

founded together who seek after my
soul to destroy it.

Let them be turned backward and
brought to dishonor who delight in
my hurt.

15 Let them be desolate by reason of their
shame that tell me, “Aha! Aha!”

16Let all those who seek you rejoice and be
glad in you.

Let such as love your salvation say con-
tinually, “Let the LORD be exalted!”

17But I am poor and needy.
May the Lord think about me.

You aremy help andmy deliverer.
Don’t delay, my God.

41
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.
1Blessed is he who considers the poor.

The LORDwill deliver him in the day of
evil.

2TheLORDwill preservehim, andkeephim
alive.

He shall be blessed on the earth,
and he will not surrender him to the
will of his enemies.

3The LORDwill sustain him on his sickbed,
and restore him from his bed of illness.

4 I said, “LORD, havemercy onme!
Healme, for I have sinnedagainst you.”

5My enemies speak evil against me:
“When will he die, and his name per-
ish?”

6 If he comes to seeme, he speaks falsehood.
His heart gathers iniquity to itself.
When he goes abroad, he tells it.

7All who hate me whisper together against
me.

They imagine the worst for me.
8 “An evil disease”, they say, “has afflicted

him.
Now that he lies he shall rise up no
more.”

9 Yes, my own familiar friend, in whom I
trusted,

who ate bread withme,
has lifted up his heel against me.

10 But you, LORD, have mercy on me, and
raise me up,

that I may repay them.
11By this I know that you delight in me,

because my enemy doesn’t triumph
over me.

12As forme, you upholdme inmy integrity,
and set me in your presence forever.

13Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel,
from everlasting and to everlasting!

Amen and amen.
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BOOK 2
42

For the ChiefMusician. A contemplation by
the sons of Korah.
1As the deer pants for the water brooks,

so my soul pants after you, God.*
2My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.

When shall I come and appear before
God?

3My tears havebeenmy fooddayandnight,
while they continually ask me, “Where
is your God?”

4These things I remember, and pour outmy
soul withinme,

howIused togowith thecrowd, and led
them to God’s house,

with the voice of joy and praise, a mul-
titude keeping a holy day.

5Why are you in despair, my soul?
Why are you disturbed withinme?

Hope in God!
For I shall still praise him for the saving
help of his presence.

6My God, my soul is in despair withinme.
Therefore I remember you from the
land of the Jordan,

the heights of Hermon, from the hill
Mizar.

7 Deep calls to deep at the noise of your
waterfalls.

All your waves and your billows have
swept over me.

8GOD†will commandhis loving kindness in
the daytime.

In the night his song shall be withme:
a prayer to the God of my life.

9 I will ask God, my rock, “Why have you
forgottenme?

Why do I go mourning because of the
oppression of the enemy?”

10 As with a sword in my bones, my adver-
saries reproachme,

while they continually ask me, “Where
is your God?”

11Why are you in despair, my soul?
Why are you disturbed withinme?

Hope in God! For I shall still praise him,
the savinghelpofmycountenance, and
my God.

43
1 Vindicate me, God, and plead my cause

against an ungodly nation.
Oh, deliver me from deceitful and
wickedmen.

2 For you are the God of my strength. Why
have you rejectedme?

Why do I go mourning because of the
oppression of the enemy?

3Oh, send out your light and your truth.
Let them leadme.
Let them bringme to your holy hill,
to your tents.

4Then I will go to the altar of God,
to God, my exceeding joy.

I will praise you on the harp, God, my God.
5Why are you in despair, my soul?

Why are you disturbed withinme?
Hope in God!

For I shall still praise him:
my Savior, my helper, andmy God.

44
For the Chief Musician. By the sons of Ko-
rah. A contemplative psalm.
1We have heard with our ears, God;

our fathers have told uswhatwork you
did in their days,

in the days of old.
2You drove out the nationswith your hand,

but you planted them.
You afflicted the peoples,

but you spread them abroad.
3 For they didn’t get the land in possession

by their own sword,
neither did their own arm save them;

but your right hand, your arm, and the light
of your face,

because you were favorable to them.
4God, you aremy King.

Command victories for Jacob!
5 Through you, we will push down our ad-

versaries.
Through your name, we will tread
down those who rise up against us.

6For I will not trust in my bow,
neither will my sword saveme.

7 But you have saved us from our adver-
saries,

and have shamed those who hate us.
8 In God we have made our boast all day

long.
We will give thanks to your name for-
ever.

Selah.

9But nowyou rejected us, andbrought us to
dishonor,

and don’t go out with our armies.
10 You make us turn back from the adver-

sary.
Those who hate us take plunder for
themselves.

11You havemade us like sheep for food,
and have scattered us among the na-
tions.

* 42:1 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is “” (Elohim). † 42:8 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD”
or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”, usually pronounced Yahweh).
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12You sell your people for nothing,
and have gained nothing from their
sale.

13Youmake us a reproach to our neighbors,
a scoffing and a derision to those who
are around us.

14Youmakeusabywordamong thenations,
a shaking of the head among the peo-
ples.

15All day longmy dishonor is before me,
and shame covers my face,
16 at the taunt of one who reproaches
and verbally abuses,

because of the enemy and the avenger.
17All this has come on us,

yet we haven’t forgotten you.
Wehaven’t been false toyourcovenant.

18Our heart has not turned back,
neither have our steps strayed from
your path,

19 though you have crushed us in the
haunt of jackals,

and covered us with the shadow of
death.

20 If we have forgotten the name of ourGod,
or spread out our hands to a strange
god,

21won’t God search this out?
For he knows the secrets of the heart.

22 Yes, for your sake we are killed all day
long.

We are regarded as sheep for the
slaughter.

23Wake up!
Why do you sleep, Lord?*

Arise!
Don’t reject us forever.

24Why do you hide your face,
and forget our affliction and our op-
pression?

25For our soul is bowed down to the dust.
Our body clings to the earth.

26Rise up to help us.
Redeem us for your loving kindness’
sake.

45
For the Chief Musician. Set to “The Lilies.”
A contemplation by the sons of Korah. A
wedding song.
1My heart overflows with a noble theme.

I recite my verses for the king.
My tongue is like the pen of a skillful
writer.

2 You are the most excellent of the sons of
men.

Grace has anointed your lips,
therefore God has blessed you forever.

3 Strap your sword on your thigh, O mighty
one,

in your splendor and yourmajesty.
4 In your majesty ride on victoriously on

behalf of truth, humility, and righ-
teousness.

Let your right hand display awesome
deeds.

5Your arrows are sharp.
Thenations fall underyou,witharrows
in the heart of the king’s enemies.

6Your throne, God, is forever and ever.
A scepterof equity is the scepterof your
kingdom.

7 You have loved righteousness, and hated
wickedness.

Therefore God, your God, has anointed
you with the oil of gladness above
your fellows.

8All your garments smell like myrrh, aloes,
and cassia.

Out of ivory palaces stringed instru-
ments havemade you glad.

9 Kings’ daughters are among your honor-
able women.

At your right hand the queen stands in
gold of Ophir.

10Listen, daughter, consider, and turn your
ear.

Forget your own people, and also your
father’s house.

11 So the king will desire your beauty,
honor him, for he is your lord.

12The daughter of Tyre comes with a gift.
The richamong thepeople entreat your
favor.

13The princess inside is all glorious.
Her clothing is interwovenwith gold.

14 She shall be led to the king in embroi-
dered work.

The virgins, her companions who fol-
low her, shall be brought to you.

15With gladness and rejoicing they shall be
led.

They shall enter into the king’s palace.
16 Your sons will take the place of your fa-

thers.
You shall make them princes in all the
earth.

17 I willmake your name to be remembered
in all generations.

Therefore the peoples shall give you
thanks forever and ever.

46
For the Chief Musician. By the sons of Ko-
rah. According to Alamoth.*
1God is our refuge and strength,

a very present help in trouble.
2 Therefore we won’t be afraid, though the

earth changes,
* 44:23 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” * 46: Alamoth is a musical term.
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though the mountains are shaken into
the heart of the seas;

3 though its waters roar and are trou-
bled,

though the mountains tremble with
their swelling.

Selah.
4There is a river, the streamsofwhichmake

the city of God glad,
the holy place of the tents of the Most
High.

5God is within her. She shall not bemoved.
God will help her at dawn.

6 The nations raged. The kingdoms were
moved.

He liftedhis voice and the earthmelted.
7The LORD of Armies is with us.

The God of Jacob is our refuge.
Selah.

8Come, see the LORD’s works,
what desolations he has made in the
earth.

9 He makes wars cease to the end of the
earth.

He breaks the bow, and shatters the
spear.

He burns the chariots in the fire.
10 “Be still, and know that I am God.

I will be exalted among the nations.
I will be exalted in the earth.”

11The LORD of Armies is with us.
The God of Jacob is our refuge.

Selah.

47
For the ChiefMusician. A Psalm by the sons
of Korah.
1Oh clap your hands, all you nations.

Shout to Godwith the voice of triumph!
2For the LORDMost High is awesome.

He is a great King over all the earth.
3He subdues nations under us,

and peoples under our feet.
4He chooses our inheritance for us,

the glory of Jacob whom he loved.
Selah.

5God has gone upwith a shout,
the LORDwith the sound of a trumpet.

6 Sing praises to God! Sing praises!
Sing praises to our King! Sing praises!

7For God is the King of all the earth.
Sing praises with understanding.

8God reigns over the nations.
God sits on his holy throne.

9 The princes of the peoples are gathered
together,

the people of the God of Abraham.
For the shields of the earth belong to
God.

He is greatly exalted!

48
A Song. A Psalm by the sons of Korah.
1 Great is the LORD, and greatly to be

praised,
in the city of our God, in his holymoun-
tain.

2Beautiful in elevation, the joy of thewhole
earth,

is Mount Zion, on the north sides,
the city of the great King.

3God has shown himself in her citadels as a
refuge.

4 For, behold, the kings assembled them-
selves,

they passed by together.
5They saw it, then they were amazed.

They were dismayed.
They hurried away.

6Trembling took hold of them there,
pain, as of a woman in travail.

7With the east wind, you break the ships of
Tarshish.

8As we have heard, so we have seen,
in the city of the LORD of Armies, in the
city of our God.

God will establish it forever.
Selah.

9We have thought about your loving kind-
ness, God,

in themiddle of your temple.
10As is your name, God,

so is yourpraise to theendsof theearth.
Your right hand is full of righteousness.

11Let Mount Zion be glad!
Let the daughters of Judah rejoice be-
cause of your judgments.

12Walk about Zion, and go around her.
Number its towers.

13Notice her bulwarks.
Consider her palaces,
that you may tell it to the next genera-
tion.

14For this God is our God forever and ever.
He will be our guide even to death.

49
For the ChiefMusician. A Psalm by the sons
of Korah.
1Hear this, all you peoples.

Listen, all you inhabitants of theworld,
2both low and high,
rich and poor together.

3Mymouth will speak words of wisdom.
My heart will utter understanding.

4 I will incline my ear to a proverb.
I will solve my riddle on the harp.

5Why should I fear in the days of evil,
when iniquity at my heels surrounds
me?

6Those who trust in their wealth,
and boast in the multitude of their
riches—
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7 none of them can by any means re-
deem his brother,

nor give God a ransom for him.
8For the redemption of their life is costly,

no payment is ever enough,
9 that he should live on forever,
that he should not see corruption.

10For he sees that wise men die;
likewise the fool and the senseless per-
ish,

and leave their wealth to others.
11Their inward thought is that their houses

will endure forever,
and their dwelling places to all genera-
tions.

They name their lands after them-
selves.

12 But man, despite his riches, doesn’t en-
dure.

He is like the animals that perish.

13 This is the destiny of those who are fool-
ish,

andof thosewhoapprove their sayings.
Selah.

14They are appointed as a flock for Sheol.*
Death shall be their shepherd.

The upright shall have dominion over them
in themorning.

Their beauty shall decay in Sheol,†
far from their mansion.

15 But God will redeem my soul from the
power of Sheol,‡

for he will receive me.
Selah.

16Don’t be afraid when aman is made rich,
when the glory of his house is in-
creased;

17 for when he dies he will carry nothing
away.

His glory won’t descend after him.
18 Though while he lived he blessed his

soul—
and men praise you when you do well
for yourself—

19 he shall go to the generation of his
fathers.

They shall never see the light.
20 A man who has riches without under-

standing,
is like the animals that perish.

50
A Psalm by Asaph.
1TheMighty One, God, the LORD, speaks,

and calls the earth from sunrise to sun-
set.

2Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty,
God shines out.

3Our God comes, and does not keep silent.

A fire devours before him.
It is very stormy around him.

4He calls to the heavens above,
to the earth, that he may judge his peo-
ple:

5 “Gather my saints together to me,
those who have made a covenant with
me by sacrifice.”

6 The heavens shall declare his righteous-
ness,

for God himself is judge.
Selah.

7 “Hear, my people, and I will speak.
Israel, I will testify against you.

I am God, your God.
8 I don’t rebuke you for your sacrifices.

Your burnt offerings are continually
before me.

9 I have no need for a bull from your stall,
nor male goats from your pens.

10For every animal of the forest is mine,
and the livestock on a thousand hills.

11 I know all the birds of themountains.
The wild animals of the field are mine.

12 If I were hungry, I would not tell you,
for the world is mine, and all that is in
it.

13Will I eat themeat of bulls,
or drink the blood of goats?

14Offer to God the sacrifice of thanksgiving.
Pay your vows to theMost High.

15Call onme in the day of trouble.
I will deliver you, and you will honor
me.”

16But to the wicked God says,
“What right do you have to declare my
statutes,

that you have taken my covenant on
your lips,

17 since you hate instruction,
and throwmywords behind you?

18 When you saw a thief, you consented
with him,

and have participated with adulterers.

19 “You give yourmouth to evil.
Your tongue frames deceit.

20You sit and speak against your brother.
You slander your ownmother’s son.

21 You have done these things, and I kept
silent.

You thought that I was just like you.
I will rebuke you, and accuse you in
front of your eyes.

22 “Now consider this, you who forget God,
lest I tear you into pieces, and there be
no one to deliver.

* 49:14 Sheol is the place of the dead. † 49:14 Sheol is the place of the dead. ‡ 49:15 Sheol is the place of the
dead.
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23Whoeveroffers the sacrificeof thanksgiv-
ing glorifies me,

andprepareshiswayso that Iwill show
God’s salvation to him.”

51
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David,
when Nathan the prophet came to him, af-
ter he had gone in to Bathsheba.
1Havemercy onme, God, according to your

loving kindness.
According to themultitude of your ten-
der mercies, blot out my transgres-
sions.

2Washme thoroughly frommy iniquity.
Cleanseme frommy sin.

3For I knowmy transgressions.
My sin is constantly before me.

4Against you, and you only, I have sinned,
and done that which is evil in your
sight,

so you may be proved right when you
speak,

and justified when you judge.
5Behold, I was born in iniquity.

Mymother conceivedme in sin.
6 Behold, you desire truth in the inward

parts.
You teach me wisdom in the inmost
place.

7Purifymewith hyssop, and I will be clean.
Wash me, and I will be whiter than
snow.

8Let me hear joy and gladness,
that the bones which you have broken
may rejoice.

9Hide your face frommy sins,
and blot out all of my iniquities.

10Create inme a clean heart, O God.
Renew a right spirit withinme.

11Don’t throwme from your presence,
and don’t take your Holy Spirit from
me.

12Restore to me the joy of your salvation.
Upholdmewith a willing spirit.

13 Then I will teach transgressors your
ways.

Sinners will be converted to you.
14Deliverme from the guilt of bloodshed, O

God, the God of my salvation.
My tongue will sing aloud of your righ-
teousness.

15Lord, openmy lips.
Mymouth will declare your praise.

16For you don’t delight in sacrifice, or else I
would give it.

You have no pleasure in burnt offering.
17The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit.

O God, you will not despise a broken
and contrite heart.

18Dowell in your good pleasure to Zion.

Build the walls of Jerusalem.
19 Then you will delight in the sacrifices of

righteousness,
in burnt offerings and in whole burnt
offerings.

Then they will offer bulls on your altar.

52
For the ChiefMusician. A contemplation by
David, when Doeg the Edomite came and
told Saul, “David has come to Ahimelech’s
house.”
1 Why do you boast of mischief, mighty

man?
God’s lovingkindness endures continu-
ally.

2Your tongue plots destruction,
like a sharp razor, working deceitfully.

3You love evil more than good,
lying rather than speaking the truth.

Selah.
4You love all devouring words,

you deceitful tongue.
5Godwill likewise destroy you forever.

He will take you up, and pluck you out
of your tent,

and root you out of the land of the
living.

Selah.
6The righteous also will see it, and fear,

and laugh at him, saying,
7 “Behold, this is the man who didn’t make

God his strength,
but trusted in the abundance of his
riches,

and strengthened himself in his
wickedness.”

8 But as for me, I am like a green olive tree
in God’s house.

I trust in God’s loving kindness forever
and ever.

9 I will give you thanks forever, because you
have done it.

I will hope in your name, for it is good,
in the presence of your saints.

53
For the Chief Musician. To the tune of “Ma-
halath.” A contemplation by David.
1The fool has said in his heart, “There is no

God.”
Theyare corrupt, andhavedoneabom-
inable iniquity.

There is no one who does good.
2God looks down from heaven on the chil-

dren of men,
to see if there are any who understood,
who seek after God.

3Every one of them has gone back.
They have become filthy together.
There is no one who does good, no, not
one.
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4 Have the workers of iniquity no knowl-
edge,

whoeatupmypeople as theyeatbread,
and don’t call on God?

5 There they were in great fear, where no
fear was,

for God has scattered the bones of him
who encamps against you.

You have put them to shame,
because God has rejected them.

6Oh that the salvation of Israel would come
out of Zion!

When God brings back his people from
captivity,

then Jacob shall rejoice,
and Israel shall be glad.

54
For the Chief Musician. On stringed instru-
ments. A contemplationbyDavid,when the
Ziphites came and said to Saul, “Isn’t David
hiding himself among us?”
1 Saveme, God, by your name.

Vindicate me in yourmight.
2Hearmy prayer, God.

Listen to the words of mymouth.
3For strangers have risen up against me.

Violent men have sought after my soul.
They haven’t set God before them.

Selah.
4Behold, God is my helper.

The Lord is the one who sustains my
soul.

5Hewill repay the evil to my enemies.
Destroy them in your truth.

6With a free will offering, I will sacrifice to
you.

I will give thanks to your name, LORD,
for it is good.

7For he has deliveredme out of all trouble.
My eye has seen triumph over my ene-
mies.

55
For the Chief Musician. On stringed instru-
ments. A contemplation by David.
1Listen to my prayer, God.

Don’t hide yourself from my supplica-
tion.

2Attend tome, and answerme.
I am restless in my complaint,
and moan 3 because of the voice of the
enemy,

because of the oppression of the
wicked.

For they bring suffering onme.
In anger they hold a grudge againstme.

4My heart is severely pained withinme.
The terrors of death have fallen onme.

5 Fearfulness and trembling have come on
me.

Horror has overwhelmedme.
6 I said, “Oh that I had wings like a dove!

Then I would fly away, and be at rest.
7Behold, then I would wander far off.

I would lodge in the wilderness.”
Selah.

8“Iwouldhurry toa shelter fromthestormy
wind and storm.”

9 Confuse them, Lord, and confound their
language,

for Ihave seenviolenceandstrife in the
city.

10 Day and night they prowl around on its
walls.

Malice and abuse are also within her.
11Destructive forces are within her.

Threats and lies don’t depart from her
streets.

12For it was not an enemywho insultedme,
then I could have endured it.

Neither was it he who hatedmewho raised
himself up against me,

then I would have hidden myself from
him.

13But it was you, a man like me,
mycompanion, andmy familiar friend.

14We took sweet fellowship together.
We walked in God’s house with com-
pany.

15Let death come suddenly on them.
Let them go down alive into Sheol.*
Forwickedness is among them, in their
dwelling.

16As for me, I will call on God.
The LORDwill saveme.

17Evening, morning, and at noon, I will cry
out in distress.

He will hear my voice.
18He has redeemed my soul in peace from

the battle that was against me,
although there are many who oppose
me.

19God, who is enthroned forever,
will hear and answer them.

Selah.

They never change
and don’t fear God.

20He raises his hands against his friends.
He has violated his covenant.

21His mouth was smooth as butter,
but his heart was war.

His words were softer than oil,
yet they were drawn swords.

22Cast yourburdenon theLORDandhewill
sustain you.

He will never allow the righteous to be
moved.

* 55:15 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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23 But you, God, will bring them down into
the pit of destruction.

Bloodthirsty and deceitful men shall
not live out half their days,

but I will trust in you.

56
For the Chief Musician. To the tune of
“Silent Dove in Distant Lands.” A poem by
David, when the Philistines seized him in
Gath.
1 Be merciful to me, God, for man wants to

swallowme up.
All day long, he attacks and oppresses
me.

2Myenemieswant to swallowmeupall day
long,

for they are many who fight proudly
against me.

3When I am afraid,
I will put my trust in you.

4 In God, I praise his word.
In God, I put my trust.

I will not be afraid.
What can flesh do tome?

5All day long they twist mywords.
All their thoughts are against me for
evil.

6They conspire and lurk,
watchingmy steps.
They are eager to takemy life.

7 Shall they escape by iniquity?
In anger cast down the peoples, God.

8You count mywanderings.
You put my tears into your container.
Aren’t they in your book?

9 Then my enemies shall turn back in the
day that I call.

I know this: that God is for me.
10 In God, I will praise his word.

In the LORD, I will praise his word.
11 I have put my trust in God.

I will not be afraid.
What canman do tome?

12Your vows are onme, God.
I will give thank offerings to you.

13 For you have delivered my soul from
death,

and preventedmy feet from falling,
that I may walk before God in the light
of the living.

57
For the Chief Musician. To the tune of “Do
Not Destroy.” A poem by David, when he
fled from Saul, in the cave.
1Bemerciful to me, God, bemerciful to me,

for my soul takes refuge in you.
Yes, in the shadow of your wings, I will take

refuge,
until disaster has passed.

2 I cry out to GodMost High,

to God who accomplishes my requests for
me.

3Hewill send from heaven, and saveme,
he rebukes the onewho is pursuingme.

Selah.
God will send out his loving kindness and

his truth.
4My soul is among lions.

I lie among those who are set on fire,
even the sons of men, whose teeth are
spears and arrows,

and their tongue a sharp sword.
5Be exalted, God, above the heavens!

Let your glory be above all the earth!

6They have prepared a net for my steps.
My soul is bowed down.

They dig a pit before me.
They fall into the middle of it them-
selves.

Selah.
7My heart is steadfast, God.

My heart is steadfast.
I will sing, yes, I will sing praises.

8 Wake up, my glory! Wake up, lute and
harp!

I will wake up the dawn.
9 I will give thanks to you, Lord, among the

peoples.
I will sing praises to you among the
nations.

10For your great loving kindness reaches to
the heavens,

and your truth to the skies.
11Be exalted, God, above the heavens.

Let your glory be over all the earth.

58
For the Chief Musician. To the tune of “Do
Not Destroy.” A poem by David.
1Do you indeed speak righteousness, silent

ones?
Do you judge blamelessly, you sons of
men?

2No, in your heart you plot injustice.
You measure out the violence of your
hands in the earth.

3The wicked go astray from the womb.
They are wayward as soon as they are
born, speaking lies.

4Their poison is like the poison of a snake,
like a deaf cobra that stops its ear,
5 which doesn’t listen to the voice of
charmers,

no matter how skillful the charmer
may be.

6Break their teeth, God, in their mouth.
Break out the great teeth of the young
lions, LORD.

7 Let them vanish like water that flows
away.
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When they draw the bow, let their ar-
rows bemade blunt.

8 Let them be like a snail which melts and
passes away,

like the stillborn child, who has not
seen the sun.

9 Before your pots can feel the heat of the
thorns,

he will sweep away the green and the
burning alike.

10 The righteous shall rejoice when he sees
the vengeance.

Heshallwashhis feet in thebloodof the
wicked,

11 so that men shall say, “Most certainly
there is a reward for the righteous.

Most certainly there is a God who
judges the earth.”

59
For the Chief Musician. To the tune of “Do
Not Destroy.” A poem by David, when Saul
sent, and they watched the house to kill
him.
1Deliver me frommy enemies, my God.

Set me on high from those who rise up
against me.

2Deliver me from the workers of iniquity.
Saveme from the bloodthirsty men.

3For, behold, they lie in wait for my soul.
Themighty gather themselves together
against me,

not formydisobedience, nor formysin,
LORD.

4 I have done no wrong, yet they are ready
to attackme.

Rise up, behold, and helpme!
5 You, LORD God of Armies, the God of Is-

rael,
rouse yourself to punish the nations.
Show nomercy to the wicked traitors.

Selah.
6They return at evening, howling like dogs,

and prowl around the city.
7Behold, they spewwith their mouth.

Swords are in their lips,
“For”, they say, “who hears us?”

8But you, LORD, laugh at them.
You scoff at all the nations.

9Oh, my Strength, I watch for you,
for God is my high tower.

10My God will go before me with his loving
kindness.

God will let me look at my enemies in
triumph.

11Don’t kill them, or my people may forget.
Scatter them by your power, and bring
them down, Lord our shield.

12For the sin of their mouth, and the words
of their lips,

let them be caught in their pride,
for the curses and lies which they utter.

13Consume them in wrath.
Consume them, and they will be no
more.

Let them know that God rules in Jacob,
to the ends of the earth.

Selah.
14At evening let them return.

Let themhowl likeadog, andgoaround
the city.

15They shall wander up and down for food,
and wait all night if they aren’t satis-
fied.

16But I will sing of your strength.
Yes, I will sing aloud of your loving
kindness in themorning.

For you have beenmy high tower,
a refuge in the day of my distress.

17To you, my strength, I will sing praises.
ForGod ismyhigh tower, theGod ofmy
mercy.

60
For the Chief Musician. To the tune of “The
Lily of the Covenant.” A teaching poem
by David, when he fought with Aram Na-
haraim and with Aram Zobah, and Joab re-
turned, andkilled twelve thousandofEdom
in the Valley of Salt.
1God, you have rejected us.

You have broken us down.
You have been angry.

Restore us, again.
2You havemade the land tremble.

You have torn it.
Mend its fractures,

for it quakes.
3You have shown your people hard things.

You have made us drink the wine that
makes us stagger.

4You have given a banner to thosewho fear
you,

that it may be displayed because of the
truth.

Selah.

5 So that your belovedmay be delivered,
save with your right hand, and answer
us.

6God has spoken from his sanctuary:
“I will triumph.
I will divide Shechem,
andmeasure out the valley of Succoth.

7Gilead is mine, andManasseh is mine.
Ephraimalso is the defense ofmyhead.
Judah is my scepter.

8Moab is mywash basin.
I will throwmy sandal on Edom.
I shout in triumph over Philistia.”

9Whowill bringme into the strong city?
Who has ledme to Edom?
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10Haven’t you, God, rejected us?
You don’t go out with our armies, God.

11Give us help against the adversary,
for the help of man is vain.

12Through Godwewill do valiantly,
for it is he who will tread down our
adversaries.

61
For the Chief Musician. For a stringed in-
strument. By David.
1Hearmy cry, God.

Listen to my prayer.
2From the end of the earth, I will call to you

whenmy heart is overwhelmed.
Lead me to the rock that is higher than
I.

3For you have been a refuge for me,
a strong tower from the enemy.

4 I will dwell in your tent forever.
I will take refuge in the shelter of your
wings.

Selah.
5For you, God, have heardmy vows.

Youhave givenme theheritage of those
who fear your name.

6Youwill prolong the king’s life.
His years will be for generations.

7 He shall be enthroned in God’s presence
forever.

Appoint your loving kindness and
truth, that theymay preserve him.

8 So I will sing praise to your name forever,
that I may fulfill my vows daily.

62
For the Chief Musician. To Jeduthun. A
Psalm by David.
1My soul rests in God alone.

My salvation is from him.
2He alone is my rock, my salvation, andmy

fortress.
I will never be greatly shaken.

3How long will you assault a man?
Would all of you throw him down,
like a leaning wall, like a tottering
fence?

4They fully intend to throwhimdown from
his lofty place.

They delight in lies.
They bless with their mouth, but they
curse inwardly.

Selah.
5My soul, wait in silence for God alone,

for my expectation is from him.
6He alone is my rock and my salvation, my

fortress.
I will not be shaken.

7My salvation andmy honor is with God.
The rockofmystrength, andmyrefuge,
is in God.

8Trust in him at all times, you people.

Pour out your heart before him.
God is a refuge for us.

Selah.
9Surelymenof lowdegree are just a breath,

andmen of high degree are a lie.
In the balances they will go up.

They are together lighter than abreath.
10Don’t trust in oppression.

Don’t become vain in robbery.
If riches increase,

don’t set your heart on them.
11God has spoken once;

twice I have heard this,
that power belongs to God.

12 Also to you, Lord, belongs loving kind-
ness,

for you reward everyman according to
his work.

63
APsalmbyDavid,whenhewas in thedesert
of Judah.
1God, you aremy God.

I will earnestly seek you.
My soul thirsts for you.

My flesh longs for you,
in a dry andweary land, where there is
no water.

2 So I have seen you in the sanctuary,
watching your power and your glory.

3 Because your loving kindness is better
than life,

my lips shall praise you.
4 So I will bless you while I live.

I will lift upmy hands in your name.
5My soul shall be satisfied as with the rich-

est food.
My mouth shall praise you with joyful
lips,

6when I remember you onmy bed,
and think about you in the night
watches.

7For you have beenmy help.
I will rejoice in the shadow of your
wings.

8My soul stays close to you.
Your right hand holds me up.

9But those who seekmy soul to destroy it
shall go into the lower parts of the
earth.

10 They shall be given over to the power of
the sword.

They shall be jackal food.
11But the king shall rejoice in God.

Everyone who swears by him will
praise him,

for the mouth of those who speak lies
shall be silenced.

64
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.
1Hearmy voice, God, in my complaint.
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Preserve my life from fear of the en-
emy.

2 Hide me from the conspiracy of the
wicked,

from the noisy crowd of the ones doing
evil;

3who sharpen their tongue like a sword,
and aim their arrows, deadly words,
4 to shoot innocent men from am-
bushes.

They shoot at him suddenly and fear-
lessly.

5They encourage themselves in evil plans.
They talk about laying snares secretly.
They say, “Whowill see them?”

6Theyplot injustice, saying, “Wehavemade
a perfect plan!”

Surely man’s mind and heart are cun-
ning.

7But God will shoot at them.
They will be suddenly struck down
with an arrow.

8Their own tongues shall ruin them.
All who see them will shake their
heads.

9All mankind shall be afraid.
They shall declare the work of God,
and shall wisely ponder what he has
done.

10The righteous shall be glad in the LORD,
and shall take refuge in him.
All the upright in heart shall praise
him!

65
For the ChiefMusician. A PsalmbyDavid. A
song.
1Praise waits for you, God, in Zion.

Vows shall be performed to you.
2Youwho hear prayer,

all menwill come to you.
3 Sins overwhelmedme,

but you atoned for our transgressions.
4 Blessed is the one whom you choose and

cause to come near,
that hemay live in your courts.
We will be filled with the goodness of
your house,

your holy temple.
5 By awesome deeds of righteousness, you

answer us,
God of our salvation.

You who are the hope of all the ends of the
earth,

of those who are far away on the sea.
6By your power, you form themountains,

having armed yourself with strength.
7You still the roaring of the seas,

the roaring of their waves,
and the turmoil of the nations.

8They alsowho dwell in faraway places are
afraid at your wonders.

You call the morning’s dawn and the
evening with songs of joy.

9You visit the earth, and water it.
You greatly enrich it.

The river of God is full of water.
Youprovide themgrain, for soyouhave
ordained it.

10You drench its furrows.
You level its ridges.
You soften it with showers.
You bless it with a crop.

11You crown the year with your bounty.
Your carts overflowwith abundance.

12The wilderness grasslands overflow.
The hills are clothed with gladness.

13The pastures are covered with flocks.
The valleys also are clothed with grain.

They shout for joy!
They also sing.

66
For the Chief Musician. A song. A Psalm.
1Make a joyful shout to God, all the earth!

2 Sing to the glory of his name!
Offer glory and praise!

3Tell God, “How awesome are your deeds!
Through the greatness of your power,
your enemies submit themselves to
you.

4All the earth will worship you,
and will sing to you;
they will sing to your name.”

Selah.
5Come, and see God’s deeds—

awesome work on behalf of the chil-
dren of men.

6He turned the sea into dry land.
They went through the river on foot.
There, we rejoiced in him.

7He rules by his might forever.
His eyes watch the nations.
Don’t let the rebellious rise up against
him.

Selah.
8Praise our God, you peoples!

Make the sound of his praise heard,
9who preserves our life among the living,

and doesn’t allow our feet to bemoved.
10For you, God, have tested us.

Youhave refinedus, as silver is refined.
11You brought us into prison.

You laid a burden on our backs.
12You allowedmen to ride over our heads.

We went through fire and through wa-
ter,

but youbrought us to theplace of abun-
dance.

13 I will come into your temple with burnt
offerings.

I will pay my vows to you, 14which my
lips promised,
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and my mouth spoke, when I was in
distress.

15 I will offer to you burnt offerings of fat
animals,

with the offering of rams,
I will offer bulls with goats.

Selah.
16Come and hear, all you who fear God.

I will declare what he has done for my
soul.

17 I cried to himwithmymouth.
He was extolled withmy tongue.

18 If I cherished sin inmy heart,
the Lord wouldn’t have listened.

19But most certainly, God has listened.
He has heard the voice of my prayer.

20Blessed be God, who has not turned away
my prayer,

nor his loving kindness fromme.

67
For the Chief Musician. With stringed in-
struments. A Psalm. A song.
1May God bemerciful to us, bless us,

and cause his face to shine on us.
Selah.

2That your waymay be known on earth,
and your salvation among all nations,

3 let the peoples praise you, God.
Let all the peoples praise you.

4Oh let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for you will judge the peoples with eq-
uity,

and govern the nations on earth.
Selah.

5Let the peoples praise you, God.
Let all the peoples praise you.

6The earth has yielded its increase.
God, even our own God, will bless us.

7Godwill bless us.
All the ends of the earth shall fear him.

68
For the ChiefMusician. A PsalmbyDavid. A
song.
1Let God arise!

Let his enemies be scattered!
Let themwho hate him also flee before
him.

2As smoke is driven away,
so drive them away.

As waxmelts before the fire,
so let thewicked perish at the presence
of God.

3But let the righteous be glad.
Let them rejoice before God.
Yes, let them rejoice with gladness.

4 Sing to God! Sing praises to his name!
Extol himwho rides on the clouds:

to the LORD,* his name!
Rejoice before him!

5A father of the fatherless, and a defender
of the widows,

is God in his holy habitation.
6God sets the lonely in families.
He brings out the prisoners with singing,

but the rebellious dwell in a sun-
scorched land.

7God, when you went out before your peo-
ple,

whenyoumarched through thewilder-
ness...

Selah.
8The earth trembled.

The sky also poured down rain at the
presence of the God of Sinai—

at thepresenceofGod, theGodof Israel.
9You, God, sent a plentiful rain.

You confirmed your inheritance when
it was weary.

10Your congregation lived therein.
You, God, prepared your goodness for
the poor.

11The Lord announced the word.
The ones who proclaim it are a great
company.

12 “Kings of armies flee! They flee!”
She who waits at home divides the
plunder,

13 while you sleep among the camp
fires,

the wings of a dove sheathed with sil-
ver,

her feathers with shining gold.
14 When the Almighty scattered kings in

her,
it snowed on Zalmon.

15 The mountains of Bashan are majestic
mountains.

Themountains of Bashan are rugged.
16 Why do you look in envy, you rugged

mountains,
at the mountain where God chooses to
reign?

Yes, the LORD†will dwell there forever.
17The chariots of God are tens of thousands

and thousands of thousands.
The Lord is among them, from Sinai,
into the sanctuary.

18You have ascended on high.
You have led away captives.

You have received gifts among people,
yes, among the rebellious also, that the
LORD‡ Godmight dwell there.

19Blessed be the Lord, who daily bears our
burdens,

* 68:4 Hebrew: יה Yah † 68:16 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise
noted as being from the short form יה Yah. ‡ 68:18 Hebrew: יה Yah
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even the Godwho is our salvation.
Selah.

20God is to us a God of deliverance.
ToGOD,§ theLord, belongsescape from
death.

21ButGodwill strike through theheadofhis
enemies,

the hairy scalp of such a one as still
continues in his guiltiness.

22 The Lord said, “I will bring you again
from Bashan,

I will bring you again from the depths
of the sea,

23 that you may crush them, dipping your
foot in blood,

that the tongues of your dogsmay have
their portion from your enemies.”

24They have seen your processions, God,
even the processions of my God, my
King, into the sanctuary.

25 The singers went before, the minstrels
followed after,

among the ladies playing with tam-
bourines,

26 “Bless God in the congregations,
even the Lord in the assembly of Is-
rael!”

27There is little Benjamin, their ruler,
the princes of Judah, their council,
the princes of Zebulun, and the princes
of Naphtali.

28Your God has commanded your strength.
Strengthen, God, that which you have
done for us.

29Because of your temple at Jerusalem,
kings shall bring presents to you.

30Rebuke the wild animal of the reeds,
the multitude of the bulls with the
calves of the peoples.

Trample under foot the bars of silver.
Scatter the nations who delight in war.

31Princes shall come out of Egypt.
Ethiopia shall hurry to stretch out her
hands to God.

32 Sing to God, you kingdoms of the earth!
Sing praises to the Lord—

Selah—
33 to him who rides on the heaven of heav-

ens, which are of old;
behold, he utters his voice, a mighty
voice.

34Ascribe strength to God!
His excellency is over Israel,
his strength is in the skies.

35You are awesome, God, in your sanctuar-
ies.

The God of Israel gives strength and
power to his people.

Praise be to God!

69
For the Chief Musician. To the tune of
“Lilies.” By David.
1 Saveme, God,

for the waters have come up to my
neck!

2 I sink in deep mire, where there is no
foothold.

I have come into deep waters, where
the floods overflowme.

3 I amweary withmy crying.
My throat is dry.
My eyes fail looking for my God.

4 Those who hate me without a cause are
more than the hairs of my head.

Thosewhowant to cutme off, beingmy
enemies wrongfully, are mighty.

I have to restore what I didn’t take
away.

5God, you knowmy foolishness.
My sins aren’t hidden from you.

6Don’t let thosewhowait foryoube shamed
throughme, Lord GOD of Armies.

Don’t let thosewhoseekyoubebrought
to dishonor through me, God of Is-
rael.

7 Because for your sake, I have borne re-
proach.

Shame has coveredmy face.
8 I have become a stranger to my brothers,

an alien to mymother’s children.
9For the zeal of your house consumesme.

The reproaches of those who reproach
you have fallen onme.

10When I wept and I fasted,
that was to my reproach.

11When I made sackclothmy clothing,
I became a byword to them.

12Those who sit in the gate talk about me.
I am the song of the drunkards.

13But as for me, my prayer is to you, LORD,
in an acceptable time.

God, in the abundance of your loving
kindness, answer me in the truth of
your salvation.

14Deliver me out of the mire, and don’t let
me sink.

Let me be delivered from those who
hate me, and out of the deep waters.

15Don’t let the floodwaters overwhelmme,
neither let the deep swallowme up.
Don’t let the pit shut its mouth onme.

16 Answer me, LORD, for your loving kind-
ness is good.

According to themultitude of your ten-
der mercies, turn to me.

17Don’t hide your face from your servant,
for I am in distress.

§ 68:20 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew
“”, usually pronounced Yahweh).
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Answerme speedily!
18Draw near to my soul and redeem it.

Ransomme because of my enemies.
19 You know my reproach, my shame, and

my dishonor.
My adversaries are all before you.

20Reproach has broken my heart, and I am
full of heaviness.

I looked for some to take pity, but there
was none;

for comforters, but I found none.
21They also gaveme poison for my food.

In my thirst, they gave me vinegar to
drink.

22 Let their table before them become a
snare.

May it become a retribution and a trap.
23 Let their eyes be darkened, so that they

can’t see.
Let their backs be continually bent.

24Pour out your indignation on them.
Let the fierceness of your anger over-
take them.

25Let their habitation be desolate.
Let no one dwell in their tents.

26 For they persecute him whom you have
wounded.

They tell of the sorrow of those whom
you have hurt.

27Charge themwith crime upon crime.
Don’t let them come into your righ-
teousness.

28Let thembe blotted out of the book of life,
and not be written with the righteous.

29But I am in pain and distress.
Let your salvation, God, protect me.

30 I will praise the name of Godwith a song,
and will magnify him with thanksgiv-
ing.

31 It will please the LORD better than an ox,
or a bull that has horns and hoofs.

32The humble have seen it, and are glad.
You who seek after God, let your heart
live.

33For the LORD hears the needy,
and doesn’t despise his captive people.

34Let heaven and earth praise him;
the seas, and everything that moves
therein!

35ForGodwill saveZion, andbuild thecities
of Judah.

They shall settle there, and own it.
36 The children also of his servants shall

inherit it.
Those who love his name shall dwell
therein.

70
For the Chief Musician. By David. A re-
minder.
1Hurry, God, to deliver me.

Come quickly to help me, LORD.

2Let thembedisappointed and confounded
who seekmy soul.

Let thosewhodesiremy ruin be turned
back in disgrace.

3Let thembe turnedbecause of their shame
who say, “Aha! Aha!”

4 Let all those who seek you rejoice and be
glad in you.

Let those who love your salvation con-
tinually say,

“Let God be exalted!”
5But I am poor and needy.

Come tome quickly, God.
You aremy help andmy deliverer.

LORD, don’t delay.

71
1 In you, LORD, I take refuge.

Never let me be disappointed.
2Deliverme in your righteousness, and res-

cueme.
Turn your ear to me, and saveme.

3 Be to me a rock of refuge to which I may
always go.

Give the command to saveme,
for you aremy rock andmy fortress.

4 Rescue me, my God, from the hand of the
wicked,

from the hand of the unrighteous and
cruel man.

5For you aremy hope, Lord GOD,
my confidence frommy youth.

6 I have relied on you from the womb.
You are he who took me out of my
mother’s womb.

I will always praise you.
7 I am amarvel to many,

but you aremy strong refuge.
8Mymouth shall be filled with your praise,

with your honor all day long.
9Don’t reject me inmy old age.

Don’t forsake me when my strength
fails.

10Formy enemies talk about me.
Those who watch for my soul conspire
together,

11 saying, “God has forsaken him.
Pursue and take him, for no one will
rescue him.”

12God, don’t be far fromme.
My God, hurry to helpme.

13Letmyaccusers be disappointed and con-
sumed.

Let them be covered with disgrace and
scorn whowant to harmme.

14But I will always hope,
and will add to all of your praise.

15Mymouth will tell about your righteous-
ness,

and of your salvation all day,
though I don’t know its full measure.
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16 I will come with the mighty acts of the
Lord GOD.

I will make mention of your righteous-
ness, even of yours alone.

17God, you have taught me frommy youth.
Until now, I have declared your won-
drous works.

18Yes, even when I am old and gray-haired,
God, don’t forsakeme,

until I have declared your strength to
the next generation,

yourmight to everyonewho is to come.
19 God, your righteousness also reaches to

the heavens.
You have done great things.
God, who is like you?

20You, who have shown usmany and bitter
troubles,

you will let me live.
You will bring us up again from the
depths of the earth.

21 Increase my honor
and comfort me again.

22 I will also praise you with the harp for
your faithfulness, my God.

I sing praises to you with the lyre, Holy
One of Israel.

23My lips shall shout for joy!
My soul, which you have redeemed,
sings praises to you!

24My tongue will also talk about your righ-
teousness all day long,

for they are disappointed, and they are
confounded,

whowant to harmme.

72
By Solomon.
1God, give the king your justice;

your righteousness to the royal son.
2He will judge your people with righteous-

ness,
and your poor with justice.

3 The mountains shall bring prosperity to
the people.

The hills bring the fruit of righteous-
ness.

4Hewill judge the poor of the people.
He will save the children of the needy,
and will break the oppressor in pieces.

5They shall fear youwhile the sun endures;
and as long as themoon, throughout all
generations.

6He will come down like rain on the mown
grass,

as showers that water the earth.
7 In his days, the righteous shall flourish,

and abundance of peace, until the
moon is nomore.

8 He shall have dominion also from sea to
sea,

from the River to the ends of the earth.
9 Those who dwell in the wilderness shall

bow before him.
His enemies shall lick the dust.

10 The kings of Tarshish and of the islands
will bring tribute.

The kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer
gifts.

11Yes, all kings shall fall down before him.
All nations shall serve him.

12 For he will deliver the needy when he
cries;

the poor, who has no helper.
13Hewill have pity on the poor and needy.

He will save the souls of the needy.
14 He will redeem their soul from oppres-

sion and violence.
Theirbloodwill beprecious inhis sight.

15Hewill live; andSheba’sgoldwill begiven
to him.

Menwill pray for him continually.
They will bless him all day long.

16 Abundance of grain shall be throughout
the land.

Its fruit sways like Lebanon.
Let it flourish, thriving like the grass of
the field.

17His name endures forever.
His name continues as long as the sun.

Men shall be blessed by him.
All nations will call him blessed.

18 Praise be to the LORD God, the God of
Israel,

who alone does marvelous deeds.
19Blessed be his glorious name forever!

Let the whole earth be filled with his
glory!

Amen and amen.

20This ends the prayers by David, the son
of Jesse.

BOOK 3
73

A Psalm by Asaph.
1 Surely God* is good to Israel,

to those who are pure in heart.
2But as for me, my feet were almost gone.

My steps had nearly slipped.
3For I was envious of the arrogant,

when I saw the prosperity of the
wicked.

4For there are no struggles in their death,
but their strength is firm.

5They are free from burdens of men,
neither are they plagued like other
men.

* 73:1 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is “” (Elohim).
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6 Therefore pride is like a chain around
their neck.

Violence covers them like a garment.
7Their eyes bulge with fat.

Their minds pass the limits of conceit.
8They scoff and speak withmalice.

In arrogance, they threaten oppres-
sion.

9They have set their mouth in the heavens.
Their tongue walks through the earth.

10Therefore their people return to them,
and they drink up waters of abun-
dance.

11They say, “How does God know?
Is there knowledge in theMost High?”

12Behold, these are the wicked.
Being always at ease, they increase in
riches.

13 Surely I have cleansedmy heart in vain,
and washedmy hands in innocence,

14For all day long I have been plagued,
and punished everymorning.

15 If I had said, “I will speak thus”,
behold, I would have betrayed the gen-
eration of your children.

16When I tried to understand this,
it was too painful for me—

17until I entered God’s sanctuary,
and considered their latter end.

18 Surely you set them in slippery places.
You throw them down to destruction.

19How they are suddenly destroyed!
They are completely swept away with
terrors.

20As a dreamwhen one wakes up,
so, Lord,† when you awake, you will
despise their fantasies.

21Formy soul was grieved.
I was embittered inmy heart.

22 I was so senseless and ignorant.
I was a brute beast before you.

23Nevertheless, I am continually with you.
You have heldmy right hand.

24Youwill guidemewith your counsel,
and afterward receive me to glory.

25Whom do I have in heaven?
There is no one on earth whom I desire
besides you.

26My flesh andmy heart fails,
but God is the strength of my heart and
my portion forever.

27 For, behold, those who are far from you
shall perish.

You have destroyed all those who are
unfaithful to you.

28But it is good forme to come close to God.
I havemade the Lord GOD‡my refuge,
that I may tell of all your works.

74
A contemplation by Asaph.
1God, why have you rejected us forever?

Why does your anger smolder against
the sheep of your pasture?

2Remember your congregation, which you
purchased of old,

which you have redeemed to be the
tribe of your inheritance:

Mount Zion, in which you have lived.
3Lift up your feet to the perpetual ruins,

all the evil that the enemy has done in
the sanctuary.

4 Your adversaries have roared in the mid-
dle of your assembly.

They have set up their standards as
signs.

5They behaved like menwielding axes,
cutting through a thicket of trees.

6Now they break all its carved work down
with hatchet and hammers.

7 They have burned your sanctuary to
the ground.

They have profaned the dwelling place
of your Name.

8 They said in their heart, “We will crush
them completely.”

They have burned up all the places in
the land where Godwas worshiped.

9We see nomiraculous signs.
There is no longer any prophet,
neither is there among us anyone who
knows how long.

10 How long, God, shall the adversary re-
proach?

Shall the enemy blaspheme your name
forever?

11Why do you draw back your hand, even
your right hand?

Take it from your chest and consume
them!

12Yet God is my King of old,
working salvation throughout the
earth.

13You divided the sea by your strength.
You broke the heads of the sea mon-
sters in the waters.

14 You broke the heads of Leviathan in
pieces.

You gave him as food to people and
desert creatures.

15You opened up spring and stream.
You dried upmighty rivers.

16The day is yours, the night is also yours.
You have prepared the light and the
sun.

17 You have set all the boundaries of the
earth.

† 73:20 Theword translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” ‡ 73:28 Whenrendered inALLCAPITALLETTERS, “LORD”or “GOD”
is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”, usually pronounced Yahweh).
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You havemade summer andwinter.

18 Remember this, that the enemy has
mocked you, LORD.

Foolish people have blasphemed your
name.

19Don’t deliver the soul of your dove towild
beasts.

Don’t forget the life of your poor for-
ever.

20Honor your covenant,
for haunts of violence fill the dark
places of the earth.

21Don’t let the oppressed return ashamed.
Let the poor and needy praise your
name.

22Arise, God! Plead your own cause.
Remember how the foolishmanmocks
you all day.

23Don’t forget thevoiceof youradversaries.
The tumult of thosewho rise up against
you ascends continually.

75
For the Chief Musician. To the tune of “Do
Not Destroy.” A Psalm by Asaph. A song.
1We give thanks to you, God.

We give thanks, for your Name is near.
Men tell about your wondrous works.

2When I choose the appointed time,
I will judge blamelessly.

3The earth and all its inhabitants quake.
I firmly hold its pillars.

Selah.
4 I said to the arrogant, “Don’t boast!”

I said to the wicked, “Don’t lift up the
horn.

5Don’t lift up your horn on high.
Don’t speak with a stiff neck.”

6 For neither from the east, nor from the
west,

nor yet from the south, comes exalta-
tion.

7But God is the judge.
He puts down one, and lifts up another.

8For in the LORD’s hand there is a cup,
full of foamingwinemixedwith spices.

He pours it out.
Indeed the wicked of the earth drink
and drink it to its very dregs.

9But I will declare this forever:
I will sing praises to the God of Jacob.

10 I will cut off all the horns of the wicked,
but the horns of the righteous shall be
lifted up.

76
For the Chief Musician. On stringed instru-
ments. A Psalm by Asaph. A song.

1 In Judah, God is known.
His name is great in Israel.

2His tabernacle is also in Salem.
His dwelling place in Zion.

3 There he broke the flaming arrows of the
bow,

the shield, and the sword, and the
weapons of war.

Selah.
4Glorious are you, and excellent,

more thanmountains of game.
5Valiant men lie plundered,

they have slept their last sleep.
None of the men of war can lift their
hands.

6At your rebuke, God of Jacob,
both chariot and horse are cast into a
dead sleep.

7You, even you, are to be feared.
Who can stand in your sight when you
are angry?

8You pronounced judgment from heaven.
The earth feared, and was silent,
9when God arose to judgment,
to save all the afflicted ones of the
earth.

Selah.
10 Surely the wrath of man praises you.

The survivors of your wrath are re-
strained.

11 Make vows to the LORD your God, and
fulfill them!

Let all of his neighbors bring presents
to himwho is to be feared.

12Hewill cut off the spirit of princes.
He is feared by the kings of the earth.

77
For the Chief Musician. To Jeduthun. A
Psalm by Asaph.
1My cry goes to God!

Indeed, I cry to God for help,
and for him to listen to me.

2 In the day of my trouble I sought the Lord.
Myhandwas stretched out in the night,
and didn’t get tired.

My soul refused to be comforted.
3 I remember God, and I groan.

I complain, and my spirit is over-
whelmed.

Selah.

4You holdmy eyelids open.
I am so troubled that I can’t speak.

5 I have considered the days of old,
the years of ancient times.

6 I remembermy song in the night.
I consider inmy own heart;
my spirit diligently inquires:

7 “Will the Lord reject us forever?
Will he be favorable nomore?
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8Has his loving kindness vanished forever?
Does his promise fail for generations?

9Has God forgotten to be gracious?
Has he, in anger, withheld his compas-
sion?”

Selah.
10Then I thought, “I will appeal to this:

the years of the right hand of the Most
High.”

11 I will remember the LORD’s deeds;
for I will remember your wonders of
old.

12 I will also meditate on all your work,
and consider your doings.

13Your way, God, is in the sanctuary.
What god is great like God?

14You are the Godwho does wonders.
You have made your strength known
among the peoples.

15 You have redeemed your people with
your arm,

the sons of Jacob and Joseph.
Selah.

16The waters saw you, God.
The waters saw you, and they writhed.
The depths also convulsed.

17The clouds poured out water.
The skies resounded with thunder.
Your arrows also flashed around.

18 The voice of your thunder was in the
whirlwind.

The lightnings lit up the world.
The earth trembled and shook.

19Your way was through the sea,
your paths through the great waters.
Your footsteps were not known.

20You led your people like a flock,
by the hand of Moses and Aaron.

78
A contemplation by Asaph.
1Hearmy teaching, my people.

Turn your ears to the words of my
mouth.

2 I will openmymouth in a parable.
I will utter dark sayings of old,

3which we have heard and known,
and our fathers have told us.

4Wewill not hide them from their children,
telling to the generation to come the
praises of the LORD,

his strength, and his wondrous deeds
that he has done.

5For he established a covenant in Jacob,
and appointed a teaching in Israel,
which he commanded our fathers,
that they should make them known to
their children;

6 that the generation to come might know,
even the children who should be
born;

who should arise and tell their chil-
dren,

7 that theymight set their hope in God,
and not forget God’s deeds,
but keep his commandments,

8andmight not be as their fathers—
a stubborn and rebellious generation,
a generation that didn’t make their
hearts loyal,

whose spirit was not steadfast with
God.

9The childrenof Ephraim, being armedand
carrying bows,

turned back in the day of battle.
10They didn’t keep God’s covenant,

and refused to walk in his law.
11They forgot his doings,

his wondrous deeds that he had shown
them.

12 He did marvelous things in the sight of
their fathers,

in the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoan.
13He split the sea, and caused them to pass

through.
Hemade the waters stand as a heap.

14 In the daytime he also led them with a
cloud,

and all night with a light of fire.
15He split rocks in the wilderness,

and gave themdrink abundantly as out
of the depths.

16He brought streams also out of the rock,
and caused waters to run down like
rivers.

17Yet they still went on to sin against him,
to rebel against the Most High in the
desert.

18They tempted God in their heart
by asking food according to their de-
sire.

19Yes, they spoke against God.
They said, “Can God prepare a table in
the wilderness?

20Behold, he struck the rock, so that waters
gushed out,

and streams overflowed.
Can he give bread also?

Will he providemeat for his people?”
21 Therefore the LORD heard, and was an-

gry.
A fire was kindled against Jacob,
anger also went up against Israel,

22because they didn’t believe in God,
and didn’t trust in his salvation.

23Yet he commanded the skies above,
and opened the doors of heaven.

24He rained downmanna on them to eat,
and gave them food from the sky.

25Man ate the bread of angels.
He sent them food to the full.

26 He caused the east wind to blow in the
sky.
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By his power he guided the southwind.
27He also rainedmeat on them as the dust,

winged birds as the sand of the seas.
28 He let them fall in the middle of their

camp,
around their habitations.

29 So they ate, and were well filled.
He gave them their own desire.

30They didn’t turn from their cravings.
Their food was yet in their mouths,
31 when the anger of God went up
against them,

killed some of their strongest,
and struck down the young men of Is-
rael.

32For all this they still sinned,
and didn’t believe in his wondrous
works.

33Thereforehe consumed their days in van-
ity,

and their years in terror.
34When he killed them, then they inquired

after him.
They returned and sought God
earnestly.

35 They remembered that God was their
rock,

the Most High God, their redeemer.
36But they flattered himwith their mouth,

and lied to himwith their tongue.
37For their heart was not right with him,

neither were they faithful in his
covenant.

38 But he, being merciful, forgave iniquity,
and didn’t destroy them.

Yes, many times he turned his anger
away,

and didn’t stir up all his wrath.
39He remembered that theywere but flesh,

a wind that passes away, and doesn’t
come again.

40 How often they rebelled against him in
the wilderness,

and grieved him in the desert!
41They turned again and tempted God,

and provoked the Holy One of Israel.
42They didn’t remember his hand,

nor the day when he redeemed them
from the adversary;

43how he set his signs in Egypt,
his wonders in the field of Zoan,

44he turned their rivers into blood,
and their streams, so that they could
not drink.

45 He sent among them swarms of flies,
which devoured them;

and frogs, which destroyed them.
46Healso gave their increase to the caterpil-

lar,
and their labor to the locust.

47He destroyed their vines with hail,
their sycamore fig trees with frost.

48 He also gave over their livestock to the
hail,

and their flocks to hot thunderbolts.
49 He threw on them the fierceness of his

anger,
wrath, indignation, and trouble,
and a band of angels of evil.

50Hemade a path for his anger.
He didn’t spare their soul from death,
but gave their life over to the pesti-
lence,

51and struck all the firstborn in Egypt,
the chief of their strength in the tents of
Ham.

52But he led out his own people like sheep,
and guided them in the wilderness like
a flock.

53 He led them safely, so that they weren’t
afraid,

but the sea overwhelmed their ene-
mies.

54 He brought them to the border of his
sanctuary,

to this mountain, which his right hand
had taken.

55 He also drove out the nations before
them,

allotted them for an inheritance by
line,

andmade the tribes of Israel to dwell in
their tents.

56Yet they tempted and rebelled against the
Most High God,

and didn’t keep his testimonies,
57but turned back, and dealt treacherously

like their fathers.
They were twisted like a deceitful bow.

58For theyprovokedhimtoangerwith their
high places,

and moved him to jealousy with their
engraved images.

59When God heard this, he was angry,
and greatly abhorred Israel,

60 so that he abandoned the tent of Shiloh,
the tent which he placed amongmen,

61and delivered his strength into captivity,
his glory into the adversary’s hand.

62Healso gave his people over to the sword,
and was angry with his inheritance.

63Fire devoured their youngmen.
Their virgins had no wedding song.

64Their priests fell by the sword,
and their widows couldn’t weep.

65 Then the Lord awakened as one out of
sleep,

like a mighty man who shouts by rea-
son of wine.

66He struck his adversaries backward.
He put them to a perpetual reproach.

67Moreover he rejected the tent of Joseph,
and didn’t choose the tribe of Ephraim,

68But chose the tribe of Judah,
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Mount Zion which he loved.
69He built his sanctuary like the heights,

like the earth which he has established
forever.

70He also chose David his servant,
and took him from the sheepfolds;

71 from following the ewes that have their
young,

he brought him to be the shepherd of
Jacob, his people,

and Israel, his inheritance.
72Sohewas their shepherd according to the

integrity of his heart,
and guided them by the skillfulness of
his hands.

79
A Psalm by Asaph.
1 God, the nations have come into your in-

heritance.
They have defiled your holy temple.
They have laid Jerusalem in heaps.

2 They have given the dead bodies of your
servants tobe food for thebirdsof the
sky,

thefleshof your saints to the animals of
the earth.

3 They have shed their blood like water
around Jerusalem.

There was no one to bury them.
4We have become a reproach to our neigh-

bors,
a scoffingandderision to thosewhoare
around us.

5How long, LORD?
Will you be angry forever?
Will your jealousy burn like fire?

6 Pour out your wrath on the nations that
don’t know you,

on the kingdoms that don’t call on your
name,

7 for they have devoured Jacob,
and destroyed his homeland.

8Don’t hold the iniquities of our forefathers
against us.

Let your tender mercies speedily meet
us,

for we are in desperate need.
9Help us, God of our salvation, for the glory

of your name.
Deliver us, and forgive our sins, for
your name’s sake.

10 Why should the nations say, “Where is
their God?”

Let it be known among the nations,
before our eyes,

that vengeance for your servants’
blood is being poured out.

11 Let the sighing of the prisoner come be-
fore you.

According to the greatness of your
power, preserve those who are sen-
tenced to death.

12 Pay back to our neighbors seven times
into their bosom

their reproach with which they have
reproached you, Lord.

13 So we, your people and sheep of your
pasture,

will give you thanks forever.
Wewill praise you forever, to all gener-
ations.

80
For the Chief Musician. To the tune of “The
Lilies of the Covenant.” A Psalm by Asaph.
1Hear us, Shepherd of Israel,

you who lead Joseph like a flock,
you who sit above the cherubim, shine
out.

2 Before Ephraim, Benjamin, and Man-
asseh, stir up yourmight!

Come to save us!
3Turn us again, God.

Cause your face to shine,
and wewill be saved.

4LORD God of Armies,
how long will you be angry against the
prayer of your people?

5You have fed themwith the bread of tears,
and given them tears to drink in large
measure.

6Youmake us a source of contention to our
neighbors.

Our enemies laugh among themselves.
7Turn us again, God of Armies.

Cause your face to shine,
and wewill be saved.

8You brought a vine out of Egypt.
You drove out the nations, and planted
it.

9You cleared the ground for it.
It took deep root, and filled the land.

10 The mountains were covered with its
shadow.

Its boughs were like God’s cedars.
11 It sent out its branches to the sea,

its shoots to the River.
12Why have you broken down its walls,

so that all those who pass by the way
pluck it?

13The boar out of the wood ravages it.
The wild animals of the field feed on it.

14Turn again, we beg you, God of Armies.
Look down from heaven, and see, and
visit this vine,

15 the stock which your right hand planted,
the branch that you made strong for
yourself.

16 It’s burned with fire.
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It’s cut down.
They perish at your rebuke.

17Let your handbe on themanof your right
hand,

on the son of man whom you made
strong for yourself.

18 So wewill not turn away from you.
Revive us, and we will call on your
name.

19Turn us again, LORD God of Armies.
Cause your face to shine, andwewill be
saved.

81
For theChiefMusician. Onan instrumentof
Gath. By Asaph.
1 Sing aloud to God, our strength!

Make a joyful shout to the God of Jacob!
2 Raise a song, and bring here the tam-

bourine,
the pleasant lyre with the harp.

3Blow the trumpet at the NewMoon,
at the full moon, on our feast day.

4For it is a statute for Israel,
an ordinance of the God of Jacob.

5He appointed it in Joseph for a covenant,
when he went out over the land of
Egypt,

I heard a language that I didn’t know.
6 “I removed his shoulder from the burden.

His hands were freed from the basket.
7You called in trouble, and I delivered you.

I answered you in the secret place of
thunder.

I tested you at the waters of Meribah.”
Selah.

8 “Hear, my people, and I will testify to you,
Israel, if you would listen to me!

9There shall be no strange god in you,
neither shall you worship any foreign
god.

10 I am the LORD, your God,
who brought you up out of the land of
Egypt.

Open yourmouthwide, and Iwill fill it.
11But my people didn’t listen to my voice.

Israel desired none of me.
12 So I let them go after the stubbornness of

their hearts,
that theymightwalk in their owncoun-
sels.

13Oh that my people would listen to me,
that Israel would walk inmyways!

14 I would soon subdue their enemies,
and turn my hand against their adver-
saries.

15 The haters of the LORD would cringe
before him,

and their punishment would last for-
ever.

16But hewould have also fed themwith the
finest of the wheat.

I will satisfy you with honey out of the
rock.”

82
A Psalm by Asaph.
1God presides in the great assembly.

He judges among the gods.
2 “How long will you judge unjustly,

and show partiality to the wicked?”
Selah.

3 “Defend the weak, the poor, and the fa-
therless.

Maintain the rights of the poor and op-
pressed.

4Rescue the weak and needy.
Deliver them out of the hand of the
wicked.”

5 They don’t know, neither do they under-
stand.

They walk back and forth in darkness.
All the foundations of the earth are
shaken.

6 I said, “You are gods,
all of you are sons of the Most High.

7Nevertheless you shall die like men,
and fall like one of the rulers.”

8Arise, God, judge the earth,
for you inherit all of the nations.

83
A song. A Psalm by Asaph.
1God, don’t keep silent.

Don’t keep silent,
and don’t be still, God.

2For, behold, your enemies are stirred up.
Thosewhohate youhave liftedup their
heads.

3 They conspire with cunning against your
people.

They plot against your cherished ones.
4 “Come,” they say, “let’s destroy them as a

nation,
that the name of Israel may be remem-
bered nomore.”

5For they have conspired togetherwith one
mind.

They form an alliance against you.
6The tents of Edom and the Ishmaelites;

Moab, and the Hagrites;
7Gebal, Ammon, and Amalek;

Philistia with the inhabitants of Tyre;
8Assyria also is joined with them.

They have helped the children of Lot.
Selah.

9Do to them as you did to Midian,
as to Sisera, as to Jabin, at the river
Kishon;

10who perished at Endor,
who became as dung for the earth.
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11Make their nobles like Oreb and Zeeb,
yes, all their princes like Zebah and
Zalmunna,

12 who said, “Let’s take possession of
God’s pasture lands.”

13My God, make them like tumbleweed,
like chaff before the wind.

14As the fire that burns the forest,
as the flame that sets themountains on
fire,

15 so pursue themwith your tempest,
and terrify themwith your storm.

16Fill their faces with confusion,
that theymay seek your name, LORD.

17 Let them be disappointed and dismayed
forever.

Yes, let them be confounded and per-
ish;

18 that they may know that you alone,
whose name is the LORD,*

are theMost High over all the earth.

84
For theChiefMusician. Onan instrumentof
Gath. A Psalm by the sons of Korah.
1How lovely are your dwellings,

LORD of Armies!
2 My soul longs, and even faints for the

courts of the LORD.
My heart and my flesh cry out for the
living God.

3Yes, the sparrow has found a home,
and the swallow a nest for herself,
where shemay have her young,

near your altars, LORD of Armies, my
King, andmy God.

4Blessedare thosewhodwell inyourhouse.
They are always praising you.

Selah.
5Blessed are thosewhose strength is in you,

who have set their hearts on a pilgrim-
age.

6 Passing through the valley of Weeping,
theymake it a place of springs.

Yes, the autumn rain covers it with
blessings.

7They go from strength to strength.
Every one of them appears before God
in Zion.

8LORD, God of Armies, hear my prayer.
Listen, God of Jacob.

Selah.
9Behold, God our shield,

look at the face of your anointed.
10 For a day in your courts is better than a

thousand.
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the
house of my God,

than todwell in the tentsofwickedness.

11For the LORD God is a sun and a shield.
The LORDwill give grace and glory.
He withholds no good thing from those
whowalk blamelessly.

12LORD of Armies,
blessed is themanwho trusts in you.

85
For the ChiefMusician. A Psalm by the sons
of Korah.
1 LORD, you have been favorable to your

land.
You have restored the fortunes of Ja-
cob.

2 You have forgiven the iniquity of your
people.

You have covered all their sin.
Selah.

3You have taken away all your wrath.
You have turned from the fierceness of
your anger.

4Turn us, God of our salvation,
and cause your indignation toward us
to cease.

5Will you be angry with us forever?
Will you draw out your anger to all
generations?

6Won’t you revive us again,
that your people may rejoice in you?

7 Show us your loving kindness, LORD.
Grant us your salvation.

8 I will hearwhat God, the LORD,will speak,
forhewill speakpeace tohispeople, his
saints;

but let them not turn again to folly.
9Surely his salvation is near thosewho fear

him,
that glory may dwell in our land.

10Mercy and truthmeet together.
Righteousness and peace have kissed
each other.

11Truth springs out of the earth.
Righteousness has looked down from
heaven.

12Yes, theLORDwill give thatwhich is good.
Our land will yield its increase.

13Righteousness goes before him,
and prepares the way for his steps.

86
A Prayer by David.
1Hear, LORD, and answerme,

for I am poor and needy.
2Preservemy soul, for I am godly.

You, my God, save your servant who
trusts in you.

3Bemerciful to me, Lord,
for I call to you all day long.

4Bring joy to the soul of your servant,
for to you, Lord, do I lift upmy soul.

* 83:18 LORD or GOD in all caps is from theHebrewיהוה Yahweh exceptwhen otherwise noted as being from the short
form יה Yah.
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5 For you, Lord, are good, and ready to
forgive,

abundant in loving kindness to all
those who call on you.

6Hear, LORD, my prayer.
Listen to the voice of my petitions.

7 In the day of my trouble I will call on you,
for you will answerme.

8 There is no one like you among the gods,
Lord,

nor any deeds like your deeds.
9All nations you have made will come and

worship before you, Lord.
They shall glorify your name.

10 For you are great, and do wondrous
things.

You are God alone.
11Teachme your way, LORD.

I will walk in your truth.
Make my heart undivided to fear your
name.

12 I will praise you, Lord my God, with my
whole heart.

I will glorify your name forever more.
13 For your loving kindness is great toward

me.
You have delivered my soul from the
lowest Sheol.*

14God, the proud have risen up against me.
A company of violent men have sought
after my soul,

and they don’t hold regard for you be-
fore them.

15Butyou, Lord, areamerciful andgracious
God,

slow to anger, and abundant in loving
kindness and truth.

16Turn tome, and havemercy onme!
Give your strength to your servant.
Save the son of your servant.

17 Showme a sign of your goodness,
that those who hate me may see it, and
be shamed,

because you, LORD, have helped me,
and comfortedme.

87
A Psalm by the sons of Korah; a Song.
1His foundation is in the holy mountains.

2TheLORD loves the gates of Zionmore
than all the dwellings of Jacob.

3Glorious things are spoken about you, city
of God.

Selah.
4 I will record Rahab* and Babylon among

those who acknowledgeme.
Behold, Philistia, Tyre, and also
Ethiopia:

“This one was born there.”

5 Yes, of Zion it will be said, “This one and
that one was born in her;”

the Most High himself will establish
her.

6 The LORD will count, when he writes up
the peoples,

“This one was born there.”
Selah.

7Thosewho sing aswell as thosewhodance
say,

“All my springs are in you.”

88
A Song. A Psalm by the sons of Korah. For
the Chief Musician. To the tune of “The
Suffering of Affliction.” A contemplation by
Heman, the Ezrahite.
1LORD, the God of my salvation,

I have cried day and night before you.
2Let my prayer enter into your presence.

Turn your ear to my cry.
3Formy soul is full of troubles.

My life draws near to Sheol.*
4 I am counted among those who go down

into the pit.
I am like amanwho has no help,
5 set apart among the dead,
like the slain who lie in the grave,
whom you remember nomore.
They are cut off from your hand.

6You have laid me in the lowest pit,
in the darkest depths.

7Your wrath lies heavily onme.
You have afflicted me with all your
waves.

Selah.
8You have takenmy friends fromme.

You have made me an abomination to
them.

I am confined, and I can’t escape.
9My eyes are dim from grief.

I have called on you daily, LORD.
I have spread out my hands to you.

10Do you showwonders to the dead?
Do the departed spirits rise up and
praise you?

Selah.
11 Is your loving kindness declared in the

grave?
Or your faithfulness in Destruction?

12 Are your wonders made known in the
dark?

Or your righteousness in the land of
forgetfulness?

13But to you, LORD, I have cried.
In the morning, my prayer comes be-
fore you.

14LORD, why do you reject my soul?
Why do you hide your face fromme?

* 86:13 Sheol is the place of the dead. * 87:4 Rahab is a reference to Egypt. * 88:3 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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15 I am afflicted and ready to die from my
youth up.

While I suffer your terrors, I am dis-
tracted.

16Your fierce wrath has gone over me.
Your terrors have cut me off.

17 They came around me like water all day
long.

They completely engulfedme.
18 You have put lover and friend far from

me,
andmy friends into darkness.

89
A contemplation by Ethan, the Ezrahite.
1 I will sing of the loving kindness of the

LORD forever.
With my mouth, I will make known
your faithfulness to all generations.

2 I indeed declare, “Love stands firm for-
ever.

You established the heavens.
Your faithfulness is in them.”

3 “I have made a covenant with my chosen
one,

I have sworn to David, my servant,
4 ‘I will establish your offspring forever,

and build up your throne to all genera-
tions.’ ”

Selah.
5 The heavens will praise your wonders,

LORD,
your faithfulness also in the assembly
of the holy ones.

6 For who in the skies can be compared to
the LORD?

Who among the sons of the heavenly
beings is like the LORD,

7 a very awesome God in the council of the
holy ones,

to be feared above all those who are
around him?

8 LORD,* God of Armies, who is a mighty
one, like you?

LORD,†your faithfulness is aroundyou.
9You rule the pride of the sea.

When itswaves rise up, you calm them.
10YouhavebrokenRahab inpieces, like one

of the slain.
You have scattered your enemies with
yourmighty arm.

11The heavens are yours.
The earth also is yours,
the world and its fullness.
You have founded them.

12Youhave created the north and the south.
Tabor and Hermon rejoice in your
name.

13You have amighty arm.
Your hand is strong, and your right
hand is exalted.

14Righteousness and justice are the founda-
tion of your throne.

Loving kindness and truth go before
your face.

15 Blessed are the people who learn to ac-
claim you.

Theywalk in the light of your presence,
LORD.

16 In your name they rejoice all day.
Inyour righteousness, theyare exalted.

17For you are the glory of their strength.
In your favor, our horn will be exalted.

18For our shield belongs to the LORD,
our king to the Holy One of Israel.

19Then you spoke in vision to your saints,
and said, “I have given strength to the
warrior.

I have exalted a young man from the
people.

20 I have found David, my servant.
I have anointed himwithmy holy oil,

21withwhommyhand shall be established.
My armwill also strengthen him.

22No enemywill tax him.
No wickedmanwill oppress him.

23 I will beat down his adversaries before
him,

and strike those who hate him.
24 But my faithfulness and my loving kind-

ness will be with him.
Inmy name, his horn will be exalted.

25 I will set his hand also on the sea,
and his right hand on the rivers.

26Hewill call to me, ‘You aremy Father,
my God, and the rock of my salvation!’

27 I will also appoint himmy firstborn,
the highest of the kings of the earth.

28 I will keep my loving kindness for him
forever more.

My covenant will stand firmwith him.
29 I will also make his offspring endure for-

ever,
and his throne as the days of heaven.

30 If his children forsakemy law,
and don’t walk inmy ordinances;

31 if they breakmy statutes,
and don’t keepmy commandments;

32 then I will punish their sin with the rod,
and their iniquity with stripes.

33 But I will not completely take my loving
kindness from him,

nor allowmy faithfulness to fail.
34 I will not breakmy covenant,

nor alter what my lips have uttered.
35Once I have sworn bymy holiness,

* 89:8 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short
form יה Yah. † 89:8 Hebrew: יה Yah
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I will not lie to David.
36His offspring will endure forever,

his throne like the sun before me.
37 It will be established forever like the

moon,
the faithful witness in the sky.”

Selah.

38But you have rejected and spurned.
You have been angry with your
anointed.

39Youhave renounced the covenant of your
servant.

You have defiled his crown in the dust.
40You have broken down all his hedges.

You have brought his strongholds to
ruin.

41All who pass by the way rob him.
He has become a reproach to his neighbors.
42 You have exalted the right hand of his

adversaries.
You have made all of his enemies re-
joice.

43Yes, you turn back the edge of his sword,
and haven’t supported him in battle.

44You have ended his splendor,
and thrown his throne down to the
ground.

45You have shortened the days of his youth.
You have covered himwith shame.

Selah.
46How long, LORD?

Will you hide yourself forever?
Will your wrath burn like fire?

47Remember how short my time is,
forwhatvanity youhave createdall the
children of men!

48Whatman is hewho shall live andnot see
death,

who shall deliver his soul from the
power of Sheol?‡

Selah.
49Lord, where are your former loving kind-

nesses,
which you swore toDavid in your faith-
fulness?

50 Remember, Lord, the reproach of your
servants,

how I bear in my heart the taunts of all
the mighty peoples,

51With which your enemies have mocked,
LORD,

with which they have mocked the foot-
steps of your anointed one.

52Blessed be the LORD forever more.
Amen, and Amen.

BOOK 4

90
A Prayer byMoses, the man of God.*
1 Lord,† you have been our dwelling place

for all generations.
2Before themountains were born,
before you had formed the earth and
the world,

even from everlasting to everlasting,
you are God.

3You turnman to destruction, saying,
“Return, you children of men.”

4For a thousand years in your sight are just
like yesterday when it is past,

like a watch in the night.
5You sweep them away as they sleep.

In the morning they sprout like new
grass.

6 In themorning it sprouts and springs up.
By evening, it is withered and dry.

7For we are consumed in your anger.
We are troubled in your wrath.

8You have set our iniquities before you,
our secret sins in the light of your pres-
ence.

9For all our days have passed away in your
wrath.

We bring our years to an end as a sigh.
10The days of our years are seventy,

or even by reason of strength eighty
years;

yet their pride is but labor and sorrow,
for it passes quickly, and we fly away.

11Who knows the power of your anger,
yourwrath according to the fear that is
due to you?

12 So teach us to count our days,
that wemay gain a heart of wisdom.

13Relent, LORD!‡
How long?
Have compassion on your servants!

14Satisfyus in themorningwithyour loving
kindness,

that we may rejoice and be glad all our
days.

15 Make us glad for as many days as you
have afflicted us,

for as many years as we have seen evil.
16Let your work appear to your servants,

your glory to their children.
17Let the favor of theLordourGodbeonus.

Establish the work of our hands for us.
Yes, establish the work of our hands.

91
1 He who dwells in the secret place of the

Most High
will rest in the shadow of the Almighty.

‡ 89:48 Sheol is the place of the dead. * 90: The Hebrewword rendered “God” is “” (Elohim). † 90:1 The word
translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” ‡ 90:13 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation
of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”, usually pronounced Yahweh).
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2 Iwill say of theLORD, “He ismyrefuge and
my fortress;

my God, in whom I trust.”
3 For he will deliver you from the snare of

the fowler,
and from the deadly pestilence.

4Hewill cover you with his feathers.
Under his wings you will take refuge.
His faithfulness is your shield and ram-
part.

5 You shall not be afraid of the terror by
night,

nor of the arrow that flies by day,
6 nor of the pestilence that walks in
darkness,

nor of the destruction that wastes at
noonday.

7A thousandmay fall at your side,
and ten thousand at your right hand;
but it will not come near you.

8Youwill only look with your eyes,
and see the recompense of the wicked.

9 Because you have made the LORD your
refuge,

and theMost High your dwelling place,
10no evil shall happen to you,

neither shall any plague come near
your dwelling.

11Forhewill put his angels in charge of you,
to guard you in all your ways.

12They will bear you up in their hands,
so that youwon’t dashyour foot against
a stone.

13Youwill tread on the lion and cobra.
Youwill trample the young lion and the
serpent underfoot.

14 “Because he has set his love onme, there-
fore I will deliver him.

I will set him on high, because he has
knownmy name.

15Hewill call onme, and I will answer him.
I will be with him in trouble.
I will deliver him, and honor him.

16 I will satisfy himwith long life,
and show himmy salvation.”

92
A Psalm. A song for the Sabbath day.
1 It is a good thing to give thanks to the

LORD,
to singpraises toyourname,MostHigh,

2 to proclaim your loving kindness in the
morning,

and your faithfulness every night,
3with the ten-stringed lute, with the harp,

and with themelody of the lyre.
4 For you, LORD, have made me glad

through your work.
I will triumph in the works of your
hands.

5How great are your works, LORD!
Your thoughts are very deep.

6A senseless man doesn’t know,
neither does a fool understand this:

7 though the wicked spring up as the grass,
and all the evildoers flourish,
they will be destroyed forever.

8But you, LORD, are on high forever more.
9For behold, your enemies, LORD,

for behold, your enemies shall perish.
All the evildoers will be scattered.

10But you have exaltedmy horn like that of
the wild ox.

I am anointed with fresh oil.
11My eye has also seenmy enemies.

My ears have heard of the wicked ene-
mies who rise up against me.

12The righteous shall flourish like the palm
tree.

He will grow like a cedar in Lebanon.
13They are planted in the LORD’s house.

They will flourish in our God’s courts.
14They will still produce fruit in old age.

They will be full of sap and green,
15 to show that the LORD is upright.

He is my rock,
and there is nounrighteousness inhim.

93
1The LORD reigns!

He is clothed withmajesty!
The LORD is armedwith strength.

The world also is established.
It can’t be moved.

2Your throne is established from long ago.
You are from everlasting.

3The floods have lifted up, LORD,
the floods have lifted up their voice.
The floods lift up their waves.

4Above the voices of many waters,
the mighty breakers of the sea,
the LORD on high is mighty.

5Your statutes stand firm.
Holiness adorns your house,
LORD, forever more.

94
1 LORD,* you God to whom vengeance be-

longs,
you God to whom vengeance belongs,
shine out.

2Rise up, you judge of the earth.
Pay back the proud what they deserve.

3LORD, how long will the wicked,
how long will the wicked triumph?

4They pour out arrogant words.
All the evildoers boast.

5They break your people in pieces, LORD,
and afflict your heritage.

6They kill the widow and the alien,
* 94:1 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short
form יה Yah.
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andmurder the fatherless.
7They say, “The LORD†will not see,

neither will Jacob’s God consider.”
8Consider, you senseless among the people;

you fools, whenwill you be wise?
9Hewho implanted the ear, won’t he hear?

He who formed the eye, won’t he see?
10He who disciplines the nations, won’t he

punish?
He who teaches man knows.

11The LORD knows the thoughts of man,
that they are futile.

12 Blessed is the man whom you discipline,
LORD,‡

and teach out of your law,
13 that youmay give him rest from the days

of adversity,
until the pit is dug for the wicked.

14For the LORDwon’t reject his people,
neither will he forsake his inheritance.

15 For judgment will return to righteous-
ness.

All the upright in heart shall follow it.
16 Who will rise up for me against the

wicked?
Who will stand up for me against the
evildoers?

17Unless the LORD had beenmy help,
my soul would have soon lived in si-
lence.

18When I said, “My foot is slipping!”
Your loving kindness, LORD, held me
up.

19 In the multitude of my thoughts within
me,

your comforts delight my soul.
20 Shall the throne of wickedness have fel-

lowship with you,
which brings about mischief by
statute?

21 They gather themselves together against
the soul of the righteous,

and condemn the innocent blood.
22But the LORD has beenmy high tower,

my God, the rock of my refuge.
23He has brought on them their own iniq-

uity,
and will cut them off in their own
wickedness.

The LORD, our God, will cut them off.

95
1Oh come, let’s sing to the LORD.

Let’s shout aloud to the rock of our
salvation!

2 Let’s come before his presence with
thanksgiving.

Let’s extol himwith songs!
3For the LORD is a great God,

a great King above all gods.

4 In his hand are the deep places of the
earth.

The heights of the mountains are also
his.

5The sea is his, and hemade it.
His hands formed the dry land.

6Oh come, let’s worship and bow down.
Let’s kneel before theLORD, ourMaker,
7 for he is our God.

We are the people of his pasture,
and the sheep in his care.

Today, oh that you would hear his voice!
8 Don’t harden your heart, as at
Meribah,

as in the day of Massah in the wilder-
ness,

9when your fathers temptedme,
testedme, and sawmywork.

10 Forty long years I was grieved with that
generation,

and said, “They are a people who err in
their heart.

They have not knownmyways.”
11Therefore I swore inmywrath,

“They won’t enter into my rest.”

96
1 Sing to the LORD a new song!

Sing to the LORD, all the earth.
2 Sing to the LORD!

Bless his name!
Proclaim his salvation fromday to day!

3Declare his glory among the nations,
hismarvelousworksamongall thepeo-
ples.

4 For the LORD is great, and greatly to be
praised!

He is to be feared above all gods.
5For all the gods of the peoples are idols,

but the LORDmade the heavens.
6Honor andmajesty are before him.

Strength and beauty are in his sanctu-
ary.

7 Ascribe to the LORD, you families of na-
tions,

ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
8 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due to his

name.
Bring an offering, and come into his
courts.

9Worship the LORD in holy array.
Tremble before him, all the earth.

10 Say among the nations, “The LORD
reigns.”

The world is also established.
It can’t be moved.
He will judge the peoples with equity.

11Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth
rejoice.

Let the sea roar, and its fullness!
† 94:7 Hebrew: יה Yah ‡ 94:12 Hebrew: יה Yah
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12Let the field and all that is in it exult!
Then all the trees of the woods shall
sing for joy

13before the LORD; for he comes,
for he comes to judge the earth.

Hewill judge theworldwith righteousness,
the peoples with his truth.

97
1The LORD reigns!

Let the earth rejoice!
Let themultitude of islands be glad!

2Clouds and darkness are around him.
Righteousness and justice are the foun-
dation of his throne.

3A fire goes before him,
and burns up his adversaries on every
side.

4His lightning lights up the world.
The earth sees, and trembles.

5 The mountains melt like wax at the pres-
ence of the LORD,

at the presence of the Lord of thewhole
earth.

6The heavens declare his righteousness.
All the peoples have seen his glory.

7 Let all them be shamed who serve en-
graved images,

who boast in their idols.
Worship him, all you gods!*

8Zion heard andwas glad.
The daughters of Judah rejoiced
because of your judgments, LORD.

9For you, LORD, aremost high above all the
earth.

You are exalted far above all gods.
10Youwho love the LORD, hate evil!

He preserves the souls of his saints.
He delivers them out of the hand of the
wicked.

11Light is sown for the righteous,
and gladness for the upright in heart.

12 Be glad in the LORD, you righteous peo-
ple!

Give thanks to his holy Name.

98
A Psalm.
1 Sing to the LORD a new song,

for he has donemarvelous things!
His right hand and his holy arm have
worked salvation for him.

2The LORD hasmade known his salvation.
He has openly shownhis righteousness
in the sight of the nations.

3 He has remembered his loving kind-
ness and his faithfulness toward the
house of Israel.

All the ends of the earth have seen the
salvation of our God.

4 Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the
earth!

Burst out and sing for joy, yes, sing
praises!

5 Sing praises to the LORDwith the harp,
with the harp and the voice of melody.

6 With trumpets and sound of the ram’s
horn,

make a joyful noise before theKing, the
LORD.

7Let the sea roar with its fullness;
the world, and those who dwell
therein.

8Let the rivers clap their hands.
Let themountains sing for joy together.

9Let them sing before the LORD,
for he comes to judge the earth.

Hewill judge theworldwith righteousness,
and the peoples with equity.

99
1The LORD reigns! Let the peoples tremble.

He sits enthroned among the cheru-
bim.

Let the earth bemoved.
2The LORD is great in Zion.

He is high above all the peoples.
3 Let them praise your great and awesome

name.
He is Holy!

4The King’s strength also loves justice.
You establish equity.
You execute justice and righteousness
in Jacob.

5Exalt the LORD our God.
Worship at his footstool.
He is Holy!

6Moses and Aaron were among his priests,
Samuel was among those who call on
his name.

They called on the LORD, and he an-
swered them.

7He spoke to them in the pillar of cloud.
They kept his testimonies,
the statute that he gave them.

8You answered them, LORD our God.
You are a Godwho forgave them,
although you took vengeance for their
doings.

9Exalt the LORD, our God.
Worship at his holy hill,
for the LORD, our God, is holy!

100
A Psalm of thanksgiving.
1 Shout for joy to the LORD, all you lands!

2 Serve the LORDwith gladness.
Come before his presencewith singing.

3Know that the LORD, he is God.
* 97:7 LXX reads “angels” instead of “gods”.
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It ishewhohasmadeus, andwearehis.
We are his people, and the sheep of his
pasture.

4Enter into his gates with thanksgiving,
and into his courts with praise.
Give thanks to him, and bless his name.

5For the LORD is good.
His loving kindness endures forever,
his faithfulness to all generations.

101
A Psalm by David.
1 I will sing of loving kindness and justice.

To you, LORD, I will sing praises.
2 I will be careful to live a blameless life.

Whenwill you come tome?
I will walk within my house with a
blameless heart.

3 I will set no vile thing before my eyes.
I hate the deeds of faithless men.
They will not cling to me.

4A perverse heart will be far fromme.
I will have nothing to do with evil.

5 Iwill silencewhoever secretly slandershis
neighbor.

I won’t tolerate one who is arrogant
and conceited.

6My eyes will be on the faithful of the land,
that theymay dwell withme.

He whowalks in a perfect way,
he will serveme.

7 He who practices deceit won’t dwell
withinmy house.

He who speaks falsehood won’t be es-
tablished before my eyes.

8Morning by morning, I will destroy all the
wicked of the land,

to cut off all the workers of iniquity
from the LORD’s city.

102
A Prayer of the afflicted, when he is over-
whelmed and pours out his complaint be-
fore the LORD.
1Hearmy prayer, LORD!*

Let my cry come to you.
2Don’t hide your face fromme in the day of

my distress.
Turn your ear to me.
Answer me quickly in the day when I
call.

3Formy days consume away like smoke.
My bones are burned as a torch.

4My heart is blighted like grass, and with-
ered,

for I forget to eat my bread.
5By reason of the voice of my groaning,

my bones stick to my skin.
6 I am like a pelican of the wilderness.

I have become as an owl of the waste
places.

7 I watch, and have become like a spar-
row that is alone on the housetop.

8My enemies reproachme all day.
Thosewho aremad atme usemyname
as a curse.

9For I have eaten ashes like bread,
andmixedmy drink with tears,
10becauseofyour indignationandyour
wrath;

for you have taken me up and thrown
me away.

11My days are like a long shadow.
I have withered like grass.

12But you, LORD, will remain forever;
your renown endures to all genera-
tions.

13Youwill arise and havemercy on Zion,
for it is time to have pity on her.
Yes, the set time has come.

14 For your servants take pleasure in her
stones,

and have pity on her dust.
15So the nations will fear the LORD’s name,

all the kings of the earth your glory.
16For the LORD has built up Zion.

He has appeared in his glory.
17 He has responded to the prayer of the

destitute,
and has not despised their prayer.

18 This will be written for the generation to
come.

A people which will be created will
praise the LORD,†

19 for hehas lookeddown from theheight of
his sanctuary.

From heaven, the LORD saw the earth,
20 to hear the groans of the prisoner,

to free those who are condemned to
death,

21 thatmenmaydeclare theLORD’s name in
Zion,

and his praise in Jerusalem,
22when the peoples are gathered together,

the kingdoms, to serve the LORD.
23 He weakened my strength along the

course.
He shortenedmy days.

24 I said, “MyGod, don’t takeme away in the
middle of my days.

Your years are throughout all genera-
tions.

25 Of old, you laid the foundation of the
earth.

The heavens are the work of your
hands.

26They will perish, but you will endure.
* 102:1 LORD or GOD in all caps is from theHebrewיהוה Yahweh exceptwhen otherwise noted as being from the short
form יה Yah. † 102:18 Hebrew: יה Yah
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Yes, all of them will wear out like a
garment.

You will change them like a cloak, and
they will be changed.

27But you are the same.
Your years will have no end.

28 The children of your servants will con-
tinue.

Their offspring will be established be-
fore you.”

103
By David.
1Praise the LORD, my soul!

All that is within me, praise his holy
name!

2Praise the LORD, my soul,
and don’t forget all his benefits,

3who forgives all your sins,
who heals all your diseases,

4who redeems your life from destruction,
who crowns you with loving kindness
and tender mercies,

5who satisfies your desirewith good things,
so that your youth is renewed like the
eagle’s.

6The LORD executes righteous acts,
and justice for all who are oppressed.

7Hemade known his ways to Moses,
his deeds to the children of Israel.

8The LORD is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger, and abundant in loving
kindness.

9Hewill not always accuse;
neither will he stay angry forever.

10He has not dealt with us according to our
sins,

nor repaid us for our iniquities.
11 For as the heavens are high above the

earth,
so great is his loving kindness toward
those who fear him.

12As far as the east is from the west,
so far has he removed our transgres-
sions from us.

13 Like a father has compassion on his chil-
dren,

so the LORD has compassion on those
who fear him.

14For he knows howwe aremade.
He remembers that we are dust.

15As for man, his days are like grass.
As a flower of the field, so he flourishes.

16For thewind passes over it, and it is gone.
Its place remembers it nomore.

17 But the LORD’s loving kindness is from
everlasting to everlasting with those
who fear him,

his righteousness to children’s chil-
dren,

18 to those who keep his covenant,
to those who remember to obey his
precepts.

19 The LORD has established his throne in
the heavens.

His kingdom rules over all.
20Praise the LORD, you angels of his,

who are mighty in strength, who fulfill
his word,

obeying the voice of his word.
21Praise the LORD, all you armies of his,

you servants of his, who do his plea-
sure.

22Praise the LORD, all you works of his,
in all places of his dominion.
Praise the LORD, my soul!

104
1Bless the LORD,* my soul.

The LORD, my God, you are very great.
You are clothed with honor and
majesty.

2 He covers himself with light as with a
garment.

He stretches out the heavens like a cur-
tain.

3 He lays the beams of his rooms in the
waters.

Hemakes the clouds his chariot.
He walks on the wings of the wind.

4Hemakes his messengers†winds,
and his servants flames of fire.

5He laid the foundations of the earth,
that it should not bemoved forever.

6 You covered it with the deep as with a
cloak.

Thewaters stood above themountains.
7At your rebuke they fled.

At the voice of your thunder they hur-
ried away.

8Themountains rose,
the valleys sank down,
to the place which you had assigned to
them.

9Youhave set a boundary that theymaynot
pass over,

that they don’t turn again to cover the
earth.

10He sends springs into the valleys.
They run among themountains.

11 They give drink to every animal of the
field.

The wild donkeys quench their thirst.
12The birds of the sky nest by them.

They sing among the branches.
13Hewaters themountains fromhis rooms.

* 104:1 LORD or GOD in all caps is from theHebrewיהוה Yahweh exceptwhen otherwise noted as being from the short
form יה Yah. † 104:4 or, angels
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The earth is filled with the fruit of your
works.

14He causes the grass to grow for the live-
stock,

and plants for man to cultivate,
that he may produce food out of the
earth:

15wine that makes the heart of man glad,
oil to make his face to shine,
and bread that strengthens man’s
heart.

16The LORD’s trees are well watered,
the cedars of Lebanon, which he has
planted,

17where the birds make their nests.
The storkmakes its home in the cypress
trees.

18 The high mountains are for the wild
goats.

The rocks are a refuge for the rock bad-
gers.

19He appointed themoon for seasons.
The sun knows when to set.

20Youmake darkness, and it is night,
in which all the animals of the forest
prowl.

21The young lions roar after their prey,
and seek their food from God.

22The sun rises, and they steal away,
and lie down in their dens.

23Man goes out to his work,
to his labor until the evening.

24LORD, howmany are your works!
In wisdom, you havemade them all.
The earth is full of your riches.

25There is the sea, great and wide,
in which are innumerable living
things,

both small and large animals.
26There the ships go,

and leviathan, whom you formed to
play there.

27These all wait for you,
that you may give them their food in
due season.

28You give to them; they gather.
You open your hand; they are satisfied
with good.

29You hide your face; they are troubled.
You take away their breath; they die
and return to the dust.

30 You send out your Spirit and they are
created.

You renew the face of the ground.
31Let the LORD’s glory endure forever.

Let the LORD rejoice in his works.
32He looks at the earth, and it trembles.

He touches the mountains, and they
smoke.

33 I will sing to the LORD as long as I live.
Iwill sing praise tomyGodwhile I have
any being.

34Let mymeditation be sweet to him.
I will rejoice in the LORD.

35Let sinners be consumed out of the earth.
Let the wicked be nomore.
Bless the LORD,‡my soul.
Praise the LORD!§

105
1 Give thanks to the LORD!* Call on his

name!
Makehis doings knownamong thepeo-
ples.

2 Sing to him, sing praises to him!
Tell of all his marvelous works.

3Glory in his holy name.
Let the heart of those who seek the
LORD rejoice.

4 Seek the LORD and his strength.
Seek his face forever more.

5 Remember his marvelous works that he
has done:

his wonders, and the judgments of his
mouth,

6you offspring of Abraham, his servant,
you children of Jacob, his chosen ones.

7He is the LORD, our God.
His judgments are in all the earth.

8He has remembered his covenant forever,
the word which he commanded to a
thousand generations,

9 the covenant which he made with Abra-
ham,

his oath to Isaac,
10and confirmed it to Jacob for a statute;

to Israel for an everlasting covenant,
11 saying, “To you I will give the land of

Canaan,
the lot of your inheritance,”

12when they were but a few men in num-
ber,

yes, very few, and foreigners in it.
13They went about from nation to nation,

from one kingdom to another people.
14He allowed no one to do themwrong.

Yes, he reproved kings for their sakes,
15 “Don’t touchmy anointed ones!

Domy prophets no harm!”
16He called for a famine on the land.

He destroyed the food supplies.
17He sent a man before them.

Joseph was sold for a slave.
18They bruised his feet with shackles.

His neck was locked in irons,
‡ 104:35 LORDorGOD in all caps is from theHebrewיהוהYahwehexceptwhenotherwise noted as being from the short
form יה Yah. § 104:35 Hebrew: יה Yah * 105:1 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except
when otherwise noted as being from the short form יה Yah.
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19until the time that his word happened,
and the LORD’s word proved him true.

20The king sent and freed him,
even therulerofpeoples, and lethimgo
free.

21Hemade him lord of his house,
and ruler of all of his possessions,

22 to discipline his princes at his pleasure,
and to teach his elders wisdom.

23 Israel also came into Egypt.
Jacob lived in the land of Ham.

24He increased his people greatly,
andmade them stronger than their ad-
versaries.

25He turned their heart to hate his people,
to conspire against his servants.

26He sent Moses, his servant,
and Aaron, whom he had chosen.

27They performedmiracles among them,
and wonders in the land of Ham.

28He sent darkness, andmade it dark.
They didn’t rebel against his words.

29He turned their waters into blood,
and killed their fish.

30Their land swarmedwith frogs,
even in the rooms of their kings.

31He spoke, and swarms of flies came,
and lice in all their borders.

32He gave them hail for rain,
with lightning in their land.

33 He struck their vines and also their fig
trees,

and shattered the trees of their coun-
try.

34He spoke, and the locusts came
with the grasshoppers, without num-
ber.

35They ate up every plant in their land,
and ate up the fruit of their ground.

36 He struck also all the firstborn in their
land,

the first fruits of all their manhood.
37Hebrought themoutwith silver and gold.

There was not one feeble person
among his tribes.

38Egypt was glad when they departed,
for the fear of themhad fallen on them.

39He spread a cloud for a covering,
fire to give light in the night.

40They asked, and he brought quails,
and satisfied themwith thebreadof the
sky.

41 He opened the rock, and waters gushed
out.

They ran as a river in the dry places.
42For he remembered his holy word,

and Abraham, his servant.
43He brought his people out with joy,

his chosen with singing.

44He gave them the lands of the nations.
They took the labor of the peoples in
possession,

45 that theymight keep his statutes,
and observe his laws.
Praise the LORD!†

106
1Praise the LORD!*

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever.

2Whocanutter themightyacts of theLORD,
or fully declare all his praise?

3Blessed are those who keep justice.
Blessed is onewho doeswhat is right at
all times.

4 Remember me, LORD, with the favor that
you show to your people.

Visit me with your salvation,
5 that I may see the prosperity of your cho-

sen,
that I may rejoice in the gladness of
your nation,

that I may glory with your inheritance.

6We have sinned with our fathers.
We have committed iniquity.
We have done wickedly.

7 Our fathers didn’t understand your won-
ders in Egypt.

They didn’t remember themultitude of
your loving kindnesses,

but were rebellious at the sea, even at
the Red Sea.

8Nevertheless he saved them for his name’s
sake,

that he might make his mighty power
known.

9 He rebuked the Red Sea also, and it was
dried up;

so he led them through the depths, as
through a desert.

10He saved them from the hand of himwho
hated them,

and redeemed them from the hand of
the enemy.

11The waters covered their adversaries.
There was not one of them left.

12Then they believed his words.
They sang his praise.

13They soon forgot his works.
They didn’t wait for his counsel,
14but gave in to craving in the desert,
and tested God in the wasteland.

15He gave them their request,
but sent leanness into their soul.

16They enviedMoses also in the camp,
and Aaron, the LORD’s saint.

† 105:45 Hebrew: יה Yah * 106:1 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise
noted as being from the short form יה Yah.
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17 The earth opened and swallowed up
Dathan,

and covered the company of Abiram.
18A fire was kindled in their company.

The flame burned up the wicked.
19Theymade a calf in Horeb,

and worshiped amolten image.
20Thus they exchanged their glory

for an image of a bull that eats grass.
21They forgot God, their Savior,

who had done great things in Egypt,
22wondrous works in the land of Ham,
and awesome things by the Red Sea.

23 Therefore he said that he would destroy
them,

hadMoses, his chosen, not stoodbefore
him in the breach,

to turn away his wrath, so that he
wouldn’t destroy them.

24Yes, they despised the pleasant land.
They didn’t believe his word,
25but murmured in their tents,
and didn’t listen to the LORD’s voice.

26Therefore he swore to them
that he would overthrow them in the
wilderness,

27 that he would overthrow their off-
spring among the nations,

and scatter them in the lands.
28They joined themselves also to Baal Peor,

and ate the sacrifices of the dead.
29 Thus they provoked him to anger with

their deeds.
The plague broke in on them.

30 Then Phinehas stood up and executed
judgment,

so the plague was stopped.
31 That was credited to him for righteous-

ness,
for all generations to come.

32 They angered him also at the waters of
Meribah,

so that Moses was troubled for their
sakes;

33 because they were rebellious against his
spirit,

he spoke rashly with his lips.
34They didn’t destroy the peoples,

as the LORD commanded them,
35 but mixed themselves with the na-
tions,

and learned their works.
36They served their idols,

which became a snare to them.
37 Yes, they sacrificed their sons and their

daughters to demons.
38They shed innocent blood,
even thebloodof their sons andof their
daughters,

whom they sacrificed to the idols of
Canaan.

The land was polluted with blood.
39Thus they were defiled with their works,

and prostituted themselves in their
deeds.

40 Therefore the LORD burned with anger
against his people.

He abhorred his inheritance.
41Hegave theminto thehandof thenations.

Those who hated them ruled over
them.

42Their enemies also oppressed them.
They were brought into subjection un-
der their hand.

43He rescued themmany times,
but they were rebellious in their coun-
sel,

and were brought low in their iniquity.
44Nevertheless he regarded their distress,

when he heard their cry.
45He remembered for them his covenant,

and repented according to the multi-
tude of his loving kindnesses.

46Hemade them also to be pitied
by all those who carried them captive.

47 Save us, LORD, our God,
gather us from among the nations,
to give thanks to your holy name,
to triumph in your praise!

48Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel,
from everlasting even to everlasting!

Let all the people say, “Amen.”
Praise the LORD!†

BOOK 5
107

1Give thanks to the LORD,* for he is good,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever.

2Let the redeemed by the LORD say so,
whom he has redeemed from the hand
of the adversary,

3and gathered out of the lands,
from the east and from the west,
from the north and from the south.

4 They wandered in the wilderness in a
desert way.

They found no city to live in.
5Hungry and thirsty,

their soul fainted in them.
6Then they cried to the LORD in their trou-

ble,
and he delivered them out of their dis-
tresses.

7He led them also by a straight way,
that theymight go to a city to live in.

† 106:48 Hebrew: יה Yah * 107:1 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of
God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”, usually pronounced Yahweh).
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8 Let them praise the LORD for his loving
kindness,

for his wonderful deeds to the children
of men!

9For he satisfies the longing soul.
He fills the hungry soul with good.

10 Some sat in darkness and in the shadow
of death,

being bound in affliction and iron,
11 because they rebelled against the
words of God,†

andcondemned the counsel of theMost
High.

12 Therefore he brought down their heart
with labor.

They fell down, and therewasnoone to
help.

13Then they cried to the LORD in their trou-
ble,

and he saved them out of their dis-
tresses.

14He brought them out of darkness and the
shadow of death,

and broke away their chains.
15 Let them praise the LORD for his loving

kindness,
for his wonderful deeds to the children
of men!

16For he has broken the gates of bronze,
and cut through bars of iron.

17Fools areafflictedbecauseof theirdisobe-
dience,

and because of their iniquities.
18Their soul abhors all kinds of food.

They draw near to the gates of death.
19 Then they cry to the LORD in their trou-

ble,
and he saves them out of their dis-
tresses.

20He sends his word, and heals them,
and delivers them from their graves.

21 Let them praise the LORD for his loving
kindness,

for his wonderful deeds to the children
of men!

22Let themoffer the sacrifices of thanksgiv-
ing,

and declare his deeds with singing.

23Those who go down to the sea in ships,
who do business in great waters,
24 these see the LORD’s deeds,
and his wonders in the deep.

25 For he commands, and raises the stormy
wind,

which lifts up its waves.

26 They mount up to the sky; they go down
again to the depths.

Their soul melts away because of trou-
ble.

27They reel back and forth, and stagger like
a drunkenman,

and are at their wits’ end.
28 Then they cry to the LORD in their trou-

ble,
andhebrings themoutof theirdistress.

29Hemakes the storm a calm,
so that its waves are still.

30Then they are glad because it is calm,
so he brings them to their desired
haven.

31 Let them praise the LORD for his loving
kindness,

for his wonderful deeds for the chil-
dren of men!

32Let themexalt himalso in the assembly of
the people,

and praise him in the seat of the elders.

33He turns rivers into a desert,
water springs into a thirsty ground,
34and a fruitful land into a salt waste,
for the wickedness of those who dwell
in it.

35He turns a desert into a pool of water,
and a dry land into water springs.

36There hemakes the hungry live,
that theymay prepare a city to live in,
37 sow fields, plant vineyards,
and reap the fruits of increase.

38 He blesses them also, so that they are
multiplied greatly.

He doesn’t allow their livestock to de-
crease.

39 Again, they are diminished and bowed
down

through oppression, trouble, and sor-
row.

40He pours contempt on princes,
and causes them to wander in a track-
less waste.

41 Yet he lifts the needy out of their afflic-
tion,

and increases their families like aflock.
42The upright will see it, and be glad.

All the wicked will shut their mouths.
43 Whoever is wise will pay attention to

these things.
They will consider the loving kind-
nesses of the LORD.

108
A Song. A Psalm by David.
1My heart is steadfast, God.

I will sing and I will make music with
my soul.

† 107:11 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is “” (Elohim).
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2Wake up, harp and lyre!
I will wake up the dawn.

3 I will give thanks to you, LORD, among the
nations.

I will sing praises to you among the
peoples.

4Foryour lovingkindness is great above the
heavens.

Your faithfulness reaches to the skies.
5Be exalted, God, above the heavens!

Let your glory be over all the earth.
6That your belovedmay be delivered,

save with your right hand, and answer
us.

7 God has spoken from his sanctuary: “In
triumph,

Iwill divide Shechem, andmeasure out
the valley of Succoth.

8Gilead is mine. Manasseh is mine.
Ephraim also is my helmet.
Judah is my scepter.

9Moab is mywash pot.
I will toss my sandal on Edom.
I will shout over Philistia.”

10Whowill bringme into the fortified city?
Whowill leadme to Edom?

11Haven’t you rejected us, God?
You don’t go out, God, with our armies.

12Give us help against the enemy,
for the help of man is vain.

13Through God, we will do valiantly,
for it is he who will tread down our
enemies.

109
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.
1God of my praise, don’t remain silent,

2 for they have opened the mouth of
the wicked and the mouth of deceit
against me.

They have spoken to me with a lying
tongue.

3Theyhavealso surroundedmewithwords
of hatred,

and fought against mewithout a cause.
4 In return for my love, they are my adver-

saries;
but I am in prayer.

5They have rewardedme evil for good,
and hatred for my love.

6 Set a wickedman over him.
Let an adversary stand at his right
hand.

7Whenhe is judged, let himcomeout guilty.
Let his prayer be turned into sin.

8Let his days be few.
Let another take his office.

9Let his children be fatherless,
and his wife a widow.

10Let his children be wandering beggars.
Let them be sought from their ruins.

11Let the creditor seize all that he has.
Let strangers plunder the fruit of his
labor.

12Let there be no one to extend kindness to
him,

neither let there be anyone to have pity
on his fatherless children.

13Let his posterity be cut off.
In the generation following let their
name be blotted out.

14 Let the iniquity of his fathers be remem-
bered by the LORD.

Don’t let the sinofhismotherbeblotted
out.

15Let them be before the LORD continually,
that he may cut off their memory from
the earth;

16 because he didn’t remember to show
kindness,

but persecuted the poor and needy
man,

the broken in heart, to kill them.
17Yes, he loved cursing, and it came to him.

He didn’t delight in blessing, and it was
far from him.

18 He clothed himself also with cursing as
with his garment.

It came intohis inwardparts likewater,
like oil into his bones.

19Let it be to himas the clothingwithwhich
he covers himself,

for the belt that is always around him.
20This is the rewardofmyadversaries from

the LORD,
of thosewhospeakevil againstmysoul.

21But dealwithme, GOD theLord,* for your
name’s sake,

because your loving kindness is good,
deliver me;

22 for I am poor and needy.
My heart is wounded withinme.

23 I fade away like an evening shadow.
I am shaken off like a locust.

24My knees are weak through fasting.
My body is thin and lacks fat.

25 I have also become a reproach to them.
When they see me, they shake their
head.

26Helpme, LORD, my God.
Saveme according to your loving kind-
ness;

27 that theymayknowthat this is yourhand;
that you, LORD, have done it.

28Theymay curse, but you bless.
When they arise, they will be shamed,
but your servant shall rejoice.

29 Let my adversaries be clothed with dis-
honor.

* 109:21 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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Let them cover themselves with their
own shame as with a robe.

30 I will give great thanks to the LORD with
mymouth.

Yes, I will praise him among the multi-
tude.

31 For he will stand at the right hand of the
needy,

to save him from those who judge his
soul.

110
A Psalm by David.
1The LORD says tomy Lord, “Sit at my right

hand,
until I make your enemies your foot-
stool for your feet.”

2 The LORD will send out the rod of your
strength out of Zion.

Rule among your enemies.
3 Your people offer themselves willingly in

the day of your power, in holy array.
Out of the womb of the morning, you
have the dew of your youth.

4The LORD has sworn, and will not change
his mind:

“You are a priest forever in the order of
Melchizedek.”

5The Lord is at your right hand.
He will crush kings in the day of his
wrath.

6Hewill judge among the nations.
He will heap up dead bodies.
He will crush the ruler of the whole
earth.

7Hewill drink of the brook on the way;
therefore he will lift up his head.

111
1Praise the LORD!*

I will give thanks to the LORD†withmy
whole heart,

in the council of the upright, and in the
congregation.

2The LORD’s works are great,
pondered by all those who delight in
them.

3His work is honor andmajesty.
His righteousness endures forever.

4He has caused his wonderful works to be
remembered.

The LORD is gracious andmerciful.
5He has given food to those who fear him.

He always remembers his covenant.

6He has shown his people the power of his
works,

in giving them the heritage of the na-
tions.

7 The works of his hands are truth and jus-
tice.

All his precepts are sure.
8They are established forever and ever.

Theyaredone in truthanduprightness.
9He has sent redemption to his people.

He has ordained his covenant forever.
His name is holy and awesome!

10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of
wisdom.

All those who do his work have a good
understanding.

His praise endures forever!

112
1Praise the LORD!*

Blessed is the man who fears the
LORD,†

who delights greatly in his command-
ments.

2His offspring will be mighty in the land.
The generation of the upright will be
blessed.

3Wealth and riches are in his house.
His righteousness endures forever.

4 Light dawns in the darkness for the up-
right,

gracious, merciful, and righteous.
5 It is well with the man who deals gra-

ciously and lends.
Hewillmaintainhis cause in judgment.

6For he will never be shaken.
The righteous will be remembered for-
ever.

7Hewill not be afraid of evil news.
His heart is steadfast, trusting in the
LORD.

8His heart is established.
Hewill not beafraid in the endwhenhe
sees his adversaries.

9He has dispersed, he has given to the poor.
His righteousness endures forever.
His horn will be exalted with honor.

10The wicked will see it, and be grieved.
He shall gnash with his teeth, and melt
away.

The desire of the wicked will perish.

113
1Praise the LORD!*

* 111:1 Hebrew: יה Yah. Psalm 111 is an acrostic poem, with each verse after the initial “Praise the LORD!” starting
with a letter of the alphabet (ordered from Alef to Tav). † 111:1 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה

Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short form יה Yah. * 112:1 Hebrew: יה Yah. Psalm 112 is
an acrostic poem, with each verse after the initial “Praise the LORD!” startingwith a letter of the alphabet (ordered from
Alef to Tav). † 112:1 LORD or GOD in all caps is from theHebrewיהוה Yahweh exceptwhen otherwise noted as being

from the short form יה Yah. * 113:1 Hebrew: יה Yah † 113:1 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew  יהוה
Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short form יה Yah.
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Praise, you servants of the LORD,†
praise the LORD’s name.

2Blessed be the LORD’s name,
from this time forward and forever
more.

3 From the rising of the sun to its going
down,

the LORD’s name is to be praised.
4The LORD is high above all nations,

his glory above the heavens.
5Who is like the LORD, our God,

who has his seat on high,
6who stoops down to see in heaven and
in the earth?

7He raises up the poor out of the dust,
and lifts up the needy from the ash
heap,

8 that hemay set himwith princes,
even with the princes of his people.

9He settles the barren woman in her home
as a joyful mother of children.

Praise the LORD!‡

114
1When Israel went out of Egypt,

the house of Jacob from a people of
foreign language,

2 Judah became his sanctuary,
Israel his dominion.

3The sea saw it, and fled.
The Jordan was driven back.

4Themountains skipped like rams,
the little hills like lambs.

5What was it, you sea, that you fled?
You Jordan, that you turned back?

6 You mountains, that you skipped like
rams?

You little hills, like lambs?
7Tremble, you earth, at the presence of the

Lord,
at the presence of the God of Jacob,

8who turned the rock into a pool of water,
the flint into a spring of waters.

115
1Not to us, LORD,* not to us,

but to your name give glory,
for your loving kindness, and for your
truth’s sake.

2Why should the nations say,
“Where is their God, now?”

3But our God is in the heavens.
He does whatever he pleases.

4Their idols are silver and gold,
the work of men’s hands.

5They havemouths, but they don’t speak.
They have eyes, but they don’t see.

6They have ears, but they don’t hear.
They have noses, but they don’t smell.

7They have hands, but they don’t feel.
They have feet, but they don’t walk,
neither do they speak through their
throat.

8Those whomake themwill be like them;
yes, everyone who trusts in them.

9 Israel, trust in the LORD!
He is their help and their shield.

10House of Aaron, trust in the LORD!
He is their help and their shield.

11Youwho fear theLORD, trust in theLORD!
He is their help and their shield.

12TheLORDremembersus. Hewill blessus.
He will bless the house of Israel.
He will bless the house of Aaron.

13Hewill bless those who fear the LORD,
both small and great.

14 May the LORD increase you more and
more,

you and your children.
15Blessed are you by the LORD,

whomade heaven and earth.
16The heavens are the LORD’s heavens,

but he has given the earth to the chil-
dren of men.

17The dead don’t praise the LORD,†
nor any who go down into silence,

18but we will bless the LORD,‡
from this time forward and forever
more.

Praise the LORD!§

116
1 I love the LORD,* because he listens to my

voice,
andmy cries for mercy.

2Because he has turned his ear to me,
therefore I will call on him as long as I
live.

3The cords of death surroundedme,
the pains of Sheol† got a hold of me.
I found trouble and sorrow.

4Then I called on the LORD’s name:
“LORD, I beg you, deliver my soul.”

5The LORD is gracious and righteous.
Yes, our God is merciful.

6The LORD preserves the simple.
I was brought low, and he savedme.

7Return to your rest, my soul,
for the LORDhas dealt bountifullywith
you.

8 For you have delivered my soul from
death,

my eyes from tears,
andmy feet from falling.

‡ 113:9 Hebrew: יה Yah * 115:1 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise

noted as being from the short form יה Yah. † 115:17 Hebrew: יה Yah ‡ 115:18 Hebrew: יה Yah § 115:18

Hebrew: יה Yah * 116:1 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as
being from the short form יה Yah. † 116:3 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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9 I will walk before the LORD in the land of
the living.

10 I believed, therefore I said,
“I was greatly afflicted.”

11 I said inmy haste,
“All people are liars.”

12 What will I give to the LORD for all his
benefits towardme?

13 I will take the cup of salvation, and
call on the LORD’s name.

14 I will paymy vows to the LORD,
yes, in the presence of all his people.

15 Precious in the LORD’s sight is the death
of his saints.

16LORD, truly I am your servant.
I am your servant, the son of your ser-
vant girl.

You have freedme frommy chains.
17 I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanks-

giving,
and will call on the LORD’s name.

18 I will paymy vows to the LORD,
yes, in the presence of all his people,

19 in the courts of the LORD’s house,
in themiddle of you, Jerusalem.

Praise the LORD!‡

117
1Praise the LORD,* all you nations!

Extol him, all you peoples!
2For his loving kindness is great toward us.

The LORD’s faithfulness endures for-
ever.

Praise the LORD!†

118
1Give thanks to the LORD,* for he is good,

for his loving kindness endures for-
ever.

2Let Israel now say
that his loving kindness endures for-
ever.

3Let the house of Aaron now say
that his loving kindness endures for-
ever.

4Now let those who fear the LORD say
that his loving kindness endures for-
ever.

5Out of my distress, I called on the LORD.†
TheLORD‡answeredmewith freedom.

6 The LORD is on my side. I will not be
afraid.

What canman do tome?
7The LORD is on my side among those who

helpme.
Therefore I will look in triumph at
those who hate me.

8 It is better to take refuge in the LORD,
than to put confidence inman.

9 It is better to take refuge in the LORD,
than to put confidence in princes.

10All the nations surroundedme,
but in the LORD’s name I cut them off.

11 They surrounded me, yes, they sur-
roundedme.

In the LORD’s name I indeed cut them
off.

12They surroundedme like bees.
They are quenched like the burning
thorns.

In the LORD’s name I cut them off.
13 You pushed me back hard, to make me

fall,
but the LORD helpedme.

14The LORD§ is my strength and song.
He has becomemy salvation.

15 The voice of rejoicing and salvation is in
the tents of the righteous.

“The right hand of the LORD does
valiantly.

16The right hand of the LORD is exalted!
The right hand of the LORD does
valiantly!”

17 I will not die, but live,
and declare the LORD’s works.

18The LORD* has punishedme severely,
but he has not givenme over to death.

19Open tome the gates of righteousness.
I will enter into them.
I will give thanks to the LORD.†

20This is the gate of the LORD;
the righteous will enter into it.

21 I will give thanks to you, for you have
answeredme,

and have becomemy salvation.
22The stone which the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone.‡
23This is the LORD’s doing.

It is marvelous in our eyes.
24This is the day that the LORD hasmade.

Wewill rejoice and be glad in it!
25 Save us now, we beg you, LORD!

LORD, we beg you, send prosperity
now.

26 Blessed is he who comes in the LORD’s
name!

We have blessed you out of the LORD’s
house.

27 The LORD is God, and he has given us
light.

Bind the sacrifice with cords, even to
the horns of the altar.

‡ 116:19 Hebrew: יה Yah * 117:1 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise

noted as being from the short form יה Yah. † 117:2 Hebrew: יה Yah * 118:1 LORD or GOD in all caps is from
the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short form יה Yah. † 118:5 Hebrew: יה

Yah ‡ 118:5 Hebrew: יה Yah § 118:14 Hebrew: יה Yah * 118:18 Hebrew: יה Yah † 118:19 Hebrew: יה Yah
‡ 118:22 Literally, head of the corner
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28You are my God, and I will give thanks to
you.

You aremy God, I will exalt you.
29Ohgive thanks to theLORD, forhe is good,

for his loving kindness endures for-
ever.

119
ALEPH
1 Blessed are those whose ways are blame-

less,
who walk according to the LORD’s law.

2Blessed are those who keep his statutes,
who seek himwith their whole heart.

3Yes, they do nothing wrong.
They walk in his ways.

4You have commanded your precepts,
that we should fully obey them.

5Oh that myways were steadfast
to obey your statutes!

6Then I wouldn’t be disappointed,
when I consider all of your command-
ments.

7 I will give thanks to you with uprightness
of heart,

when I learn your righteous judg-
ments.

8 I will observe your statutes.
Don’t utterly forsakeme.

BETH
9How can a youngman keep his way pure?

By living according to your word.
10Withmywhole heart I have sought you.

Don’t let me wander from your com-
mandments.

11 I have hidden your word inmy heart,
that I might not sin against you.

12Blessed are you, LORD.
Teachme your statutes.

13Withmy lips,
I have declared all the ordinances of
yourmouth.

14 I have rejoiced in the way of your testi-
monies,

as much as in all riches.
15 I will meditate on your precepts,

and consider your ways.
16 I will delight myself in your statutes.

I will not forget your word.
GIMEL
17Do good to your servant.

I will live and I will obey your word.
18Openmy eyes,

that I may see wondrous things out of
your law.

19 I am a stranger on the earth.
Don’t hide your commandments from
me.

20 My soul is consumed with longing for
your ordinances at all times.

21 You have rebuked the proud who are
cursed,

who wander from your command-
ments.

22 Take reproach and contempt away from
me,

for I have kept your statutes.
23Though princes sit and slander me,

your servant will meditate on your
statutes.

24 Indeed your statutes are my delight,
andmy counselors.

DALETH
25My soul is laid low in the dust.

Revive me according to your word!
26 I declared my ways, and you answered

me.
Teachme your statutes.

27 Let me understand the teaching of your
precepts!

Then Iwill meditate on yourwondrous
works.

28My soul is weary with sorrow;
strengthenme according to yourword.

29Keepme from the way of deceit.
Grant me your law graciously!

30 I have chosen the way of truth.
I have set your ordinances before me.

31 I cling to your statutes, LORD.
Don’t let me be disappointed.

32 I run in the path of your commandments,
for you have set my heart free.

HE
33Teachme, LORD, thewayof your statutes.

I will keep them to the end.
34 Give me understanding, and I will keep

your law.
Yes, I will obey it withmywhole heart.

35Direct me in the path of your command-
ments,

for I delight in them.
36Turnmy heart toward your statutes,

not toward selfish gain.
37 Turn my eyes away from looking at

worthless things.
Revive me in your ways.

38Fulfill your promise to your servant,
that youmay be feared.

39Take awaymy disgrace that I dread,
for your ordinances are good.

40Behold, I long for your precepts!
Revive me in your righteousness.

VAV
41Let your loving kindness also come tome,

LORD,
your salvation, according toyourword.

42 So I will have an answer for him who
reproaches me,

for I trust in your word.
43Don’t snatch the word of truth out of my

mouth,
for I put my hope in your ordinances.

44 So I will obey your law continually,
forever and ever.
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45 I will walk in liberty,
for I have sought your precepts.

46 I will also speak of your statutes before
kings,

and will not be disappointed.
47 I will delight myself in your command-

ments,
because I love them.

48 I reach out my hands for your command-
ments, which I love.

I will meditate on your statutes.
ZAYIN
49Remember your word to your servant,

because you gaveme hope.
50This is my comfort in my affliction,

for your word has revivedme.
51The arrogant mockme excessively,

but I don’t swerve from your law.
52 I remember your ordinances of old,

LORD,
and have comfortedmyself.

53 Indignation has taken hold onme,
because of the wicked who forsake
your law.

54Your statutes have beenmy songs
in the house where I live.

55 I have remembered your name, LORD, in
the night,

and I obey your law.
56This is myway,

that I keep your precepts.
HETH
57The LORD is my portion.

I promised to obey your words.
58 I sought your favor withmywhole heart.

Be merciful to me according to your
word.

59 I consideredmyways,
and turnedmy steps to your statutes.

60 I will hurry, and not delay,
to obey your commandments.

61The ropes of the wicked bindme,
but I won’t forget your law.

62 At midnight I will rise to give thanks to
you,

because of your righteous ordinances.
63 I am a friend of all those who fear you,

of those who observe your precepts.
64 The earth is full of your loving kindness,

LORD.
Teachme your statutes.

TETH
65You have treated your servant well,

according to your word, LORD.
66Teachme good judgment and knowledge,

for I believe in your commandments.
67Before I was afflicted, I went astray;

but now I observe your word.
68You are good, and do good.

Teachme your statutes.
69The proud have smeared a lie uponme.

With my whole heart, I will keep your
precepts.

70Their heart is as callous as the fat,
but I delight in your law.

71 It is good forme that I have been afflicted,
that I may learn your statutes.

72 The law of your mouth is better to me
than thousands of pieces of gold and
silver.

YODH
73 Your hands have made me and formed

me.
Give me understanding, that I may
learn your commandments.

74 Those who fear you will see me and be
glad,

because I have put my hope in your
word.

75 LORD, I know that your judgments are
righteous,

that in faithfulness you have afflicted
me.

76Please let your loving kindness be for my
comfort,

according to your word to your ser-
vant.

77Let your tender mercies come tome, that
I may live;

for your law is my delight.
78 Let the proud be disappointed, for they

have overthrownmewrongfully.
I will meditate on your precepts.

79Let those who fear you turn to me.
They will know your statutes.

80 Let my heart be blameless toward your
decrees,

that I may not be disappointed.
KAPF
81My soul faints for your salvation.

I hope in your word.
82My eyes fail for your word.

I say, “Whenwill you comfort me?”
83 For I have become like a wineskin in the

smoke.
I don’t forget your statutes.

84Howmany are the days of your servant?
When will you execute judgment on
those who persecute me?

85The proud have dug pits for me,
contrary to your law.

86All of your commandments are faithful.
They persecute mewrongfully.
Helpme!

87 They had almost wiped me from the
earth,

but I didn’t forsake your precepts.
88Preservemy life according to your loving

kindness,
so I will obey the statutes of your
mouth.

LAMEDH
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89 LORD, your word is settled in heaven
forever.

90Your faithfulness is to all generations.
You have established the earth, and it
remains.

91Your laws remain to this day,
for all things serve you.

92Unless your law had beenmy delight,
I would have perished inmy affliction.

93 I will never forget your precepts,
for with them, you have revivedme.

94 I am yours.
Save me, for I have sought your pre-
cepts.

95 The wicked have waited for me, to de-
stroyme.

I will consider your statutes.
96 I have seen a limit to all perfection,

but your commands are boundless.
MEM
97How I love your law!

It is mymeditation all day.
98 Your commandments make me wiser

thanmy enemies,
for your commandments are always
withme.

99 I have more understanding than all my
teachers,

for your testimonies are my medita-
tion.

100 I understandmore than the aged,
because I have kept your precepts.

101 I have kept my feet from every evil way,
that I might observe your word.

102 I have not turned away from your ordi-
nances,

for you have taught me.
103 How sweet are your promises to my

taste,
more than honey to mymouth!

104 Through your precepts, I get under-
standing;

therefore I hate every false way.
NUN
105Your word is a lamp tomy feet,

and a light for my path.
106 I have sworn, and have confirmed it,

that I will obey your righteous ordi-
nances.

107 I am afflicted verymuch.
Revive me, LORD, according to your
word.

108Accept, I beg you, thewilling offerings of
mymouth.

LORD, teachme your ordinances.
109My soul is continually in my hand,

yet I won’t forget your law.
110The wicked have laid a snare for me,

yet I haven’t gone astray fromyourpre-
cepts.

111 I have taken your testimonies as a her-
itage forever,

for they are the joy of my heart.
112 I have set my heart to perform your

statutes forever,
even to the end.

SAMEKH
113 I hate double-mindedmen,

but I love your law.
114You aremy hiding place andmy shield.

I hope in your word.
115Depart fromme, you evildoers,

that I may keep the commandments of
my God.

116Uphold me according to your word, that
I may live.

Let me not be ashamed of my hope.
117Holdme up, and I will be safe,

and will have respect for your statutes
continually.

118You reject all those who stray from your
statutes,

for their deceit is in vain.
119You put away all the wicked of the earth

like dross.
Therefore I love your testimonies.

120My flesh trembles for fear of you.
I am afraid of your judgments.

AYIN
121 I have done what is just and righteous.

Don’t leaveme tomy oppressors.
122Ensure your servant’s well-being.

Don’t let the proud oppress me.
123My eyes fail looking for your salvation,

for your righteous word.
124Dealwithyour servantaccording toyour

loving kindness.
Teachme your statutes.

125 I am your servant. Give me understand-
ing,

that I may know your testimonies.
126 It is time to act, LORD,

for they break your law.
127 Therefore I love your commandments

more than gold,
yes, more than pure gold.

128Therefore I consider all of your precepts
to be right.

I hate every false way.
PE
129Your testimonies are wonderful,

therefore my soul keeps them.
130The entrance of your words gives light.

It gives understanding to the simple.
131 I openedmymouth wide and panted,

for I longed for your commandments.
132Turn tome, and havemercy onme,

asyoualwaysdo to thosewho loveyour
name.

133Establishmy footsteps in your word.
Don’t let any iniquity have dominion
over me.

134Redeemme from the oppression ofman,
so I will observe your precepts.
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135Make your face shine on your servant.
Teachme your statutes.

136 Streams of tears run downmy eyes,
because they don’t observe your law.

TZADHE
137You are righteous, LORD.

Your judgments are upright.
138 You have commanded your statutes in

righteousness.
They are fully trustworthy.

139My zeal wears me out,
because my enemies ignore your
words.

140 Your promises have been thoroughly
tested,

and your servant loves them.
141 I am small and despised.

I don’t forget your precepts.
142 Your righteousness is an everlasting

righteousness.
Your law is truth.

143Trouble and anguish have taken hold of
me.

Your commandments are my delight.
144Your testimonies are righteous forever.

Givemeunderstanding, that Imay live.
QOPH
145 I have called withmywhole heart.

Answerme, LORD!
I will keep your statutes.

146 I have called to you. Saveme!
I will obey your statutes.

147 I rise before dawn and cry for help.
I put my hope in your words.

148 My eyes stay open through the night
watches,

that I might meditate on your word.
149Hear my voice according to your loving

kindness.
Revive me, LORD, according to your
ordinances.

150 They draw near who follow after
wickedness.

They are far from your law.
151You are near, LORD.

All your commandments are truth.
152 Of old I have known from your testi-

monies,
that you have founded them forever.

RESH
153Consider my affliction, and deliver me,

for I don’t forget your law.
154Pleadmy cause, and redeemme!

Revive me according to your promise.
155 Salvation is far from the wicked,

for they don’t seek your statutes.
156Great are your tender mercies, LORD.

Revive me according to your ordi-
nances.

157Many aremy persecutors andmy adver-
saries.

I haven’t swerved from your testi-
monies.

158 I look at the faithless with loathing,
because they don’t observe your word.

159Consider how I love your precepts.
Revive me, LORD, according to your
loving kindness.

160All of your words are truth.
Everyoneofyour righteousordinances
endures forever.

SIN AND SHIN
161 Princes have persecuted me without a

cause,
but my heart stands in awe of your
words.

162 I rejoice at your word,
as one who finds great plunder.

163 I hate and abhor falsehood.
I love your law.

164 Seven times a day, I praise you,
because of your righteous ordinances.

165 Those who love your law have great
peace.

Nothing causes them to stumble.
166 I have hoped for your salvation, LORD.

I have done your commandments.
167My soul has observed your testimonies.

I love them exceedingly.
168 I have obeyed your precepts and your

testimonies,
for all myways are before you.

TAV
169Let my cry come before you, LORD.

Give me understanding according to
your word.

170Let my supplication come before you.
Deliver me according to your word.

171Let my lips utter praise,
for you teachme your statutes.

172Let my tongue sing of your word,
for all your commandments are righ-
teousness.

173Let your hand be ready to helpme,
for I have chosen your precepts.

174 I have longed for your salvation, LORD.
Your law is my delight.

175Let my soul live, that I may praise you.
Let your ordinances help me.

176 I have gone astray like a lost sheep.
Seek your servant, for I don’t forget
your commandments.

120
A Song of Ascents.
1 In my distress, I cried to the LORD.

He answeredme.
2Deliver my soul, LORD, from lying lips,

from a deceitful tongue.
3Whatwill be given toyou, andwhatwill be

donemore to you,
you deceitful tongue?

4 Sharp arrows of themighty,
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with coals of juniper.
5Woe is me, that I live in Meshech,

that I dwell among the tents of Kedar!
6My soul has had her dwelling too long

with himwho hates peace.
7 I am for peace,

but when I speak, they are for war.

121
A Song of Ascents.
1 I will lift upmy eyes to the hills.

Where does my help come from?
2My help comes from the LORD,

whomade heaven and earth.

3Hewill not allow your foot to bemoved.
He who keeps you will not slumber.

4Behold, he who keeps Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep.

5The LORD is your keeper.
The LORD is your shade on your right
hand.

6The sunwill not harm you by day,
nor themoon by night.

7The LORDwill keep you from all evil.
He will keep your soul.

8 The LORD will keep your going out and
your coming in,

from this time forward, and forever
more.

122
A Song of Ascents. By David.
1 I was glad when they said to me,

“Let’s go to the LORD’s house!”
2 Our feet are standing within your gates,

Jerusalem!
3 Jerusalem is built as a city that is com-
pact together,

4 where the tribes go up, even the LORD’s
tribes,

according to an ordinance for Israel,
to give thanks to the LORD’s name.

5For there are set thrones for judgment,
the thrones of David’s house.

6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem.
Those who love you will prosper.

7Peace be within your walls,
and prosperity within your palaces.

8Formy brothers’ and companions’ sakes,
I will now say, “Peace be within you.”

9 For the sake of the house of the LORD our
God,

I will seek your good.

123
A Song of Ascents.
1 I lift upmy eyes to you,

you who sit in the heavens.
2Behold, as the eyes of servants look to the

hand of their master,

as the eyes of a maid to the hand of her
mistress,

so our eyes look to the LORD, our God,
until he has mercy on us.

3Have mercy on us, LORD, have mercy on
us,

for we have enduredmuch contempt.
4 Our soul is exceedingly filled with the

scoffing of those who are at ease,
with the contempt of the proud.

124
A Song of Ascents. By David.
1 If it hadnotbeen theLORDwhowasonour

side,
let Israel now say,

2 if it hadnotbeen theLORDwhowasonour
side,

whenmen rose up against us,
3 then they would have swallowed us up

alive,
when their wrath was kindled against
us,

4 then thewaterswould have overwhelmed
us,

the stream would have gone over our
soul.

5 Then the proud waters would have gone
over our soul.

6Blessed be the LORD,
who has not given us as a prey to their
teeth.

7Our soul has escaped like a bird out of the
fowler’s snare.

The snare is broken, and we have es-
caped.

8Our help is in the LORD’s name,
whomade heaven and earth.

125
A Song of Ascents.
1Thosewho trust in the LORD are asMount

Zion,
which can’t bemoved, but remains for-
ever.

2As themountains surround Jerusalem,
so the LORD surrounds his people from
this time forward and forever more.

3 For the scepter of wickedness won’t re-
main over the allotment of the righ-
teous,

so that the righteous won’t use their
hands to do evil.

4Do good, LORD, to those who are good,
to thosewhoareupright in theirhearts.

5 But as for those who turn away to their
crooked ways,

the LORDwill lead them awaywith the
workers of iniquity.

Peace be on Israel.

126
A Song of Ascents.
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1When the LORD brought back those who
returned to Zion,

we were like those who dream.
2Then ourmouth was filled with laughter,

and our tongue with singing.
Then they said among the nations,

“The LORD has done great things for
them.”

3The LORD has done great things for us,
and we are glad.

4Restore our fortunes again, LORD,
like the streams in the Negev.

5Those who sow in tears will reap in joy.
6 He who goes out weeping, carrying
seed for sowing,

will certainly come again with joy, car-
rying his sheaves.

127
A Song of Ascents. By Solomon.
1Unless the LORD builds the house,

they who build it labor in vain.
Unless the LORDwatches over the city,

the watchman guards it in vain.
2 It is vain for you to rise up early,

to stay up late,
eating the bread of toil,
for he gives sleep to his loved ones.

3 Behold, children are a heritage of the
LORD.

The fruit of the womb is his reward.
4As arrows in the hand of a mighty man,

so are the children of youth.
5Happy is the man who has his quiver full

of them.
They won’t be disappointed when they
speak with their enemies in the gate.

128
A Song of Ascents.
1Blessed is everyone who fears the LORD,

whowalks in his ways.
2For you will eat the labor of your hands.

You will be happy, and it will be well
with you.

3 Your wife will be as a fruitful vine in the
innermost parts of your house,

your children like olive shoots around
your table.

4Behold, this is how the man who fears the
LORD is blessed.

5May the LORD bless you out of Zion,
andmay you see the good of Jerusalem
all the days of your life.

6Yes, may you see your children’s children.
Peace be upon Israel.

129
A Song of Ascents.

1 Many times they have afflicted me from
my youth up.

Let Israel now say:
2 many times they have afflicted me from

my youth up,
yet they have not prevailed againstme.

3The plowers plowed onmy back.
Theymade their furrows long.

4The LORD is righteous.
He has cut apart the cords of the
wicked.

5 Let them be disappointed and turned
backward,

all those who hate Zion.
6Let them be as the grass on the housetops,

which withers before it grows up,
7withwhich the reaperdoesn’t fill his hand,

nor he who binds sheaves, his bosom.
8Neither do those who go by say,

“The blessing of the LORD be on you.
We bless you in the LORD’s name.”

130
A Song of Ascents.
1 Out of the depths I have cried to you,

LORD.*
2Lord, hear my voice.

Let yourearsbeattentive to thevoiceof
my petitions.

3 If you, LORD,† kept a record of sins,
Lord, who could stand?

4But there is forgiveness with you,
therefore you are feared.

5 I wait for the LORD.
My soul waits.
I hope in his word.

6 My soul longs for the Lord more than
watchmen long for themorning,

more than watchmen for themorning.
7 Israel, hope in the LORD,

for there is loving kindness with the
LORD.

Abundant redemption is with him.
8Hewill redeem Israel from all their sins.

131
A Song of Ascents. By David.
1LORD,myheart isn’t arrogant, normyeyes

lofty;
nor do I concernmyselfwith greatmat-
ters,

or things too wonderful for me.
2 Surely I have stilled and quietedmy soul,

like a weaned child with his mother,
like a weaned child is my soul within
me.

3 Israel, hope in the LORD,
from this time forward and forever
more.

* 130:1 LORD or GOD in all caps is from theHebrewיהוה Yahweh exceptwhen otherwise noted as being from the short
form יה Yah. † 130:3 Hebrew: יה Yah
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132
A Song of Ascents.
1 LORD, remember David and all his afflic-

tion,
2how he swore to the LORD,

and vowed to theMighty One of Jacob:
3 “Surely I will not come into the structure

of my house,
nor go up into my bed;

4 I will not give sleep to my eyes,
or slumber to my eyelids,

5until I find out a place for the LORD,
adwelling for theMightyOneof Jacob.”

6Behold, we heard of it in Ephrathah.
We found it in the field of Jaar.

7 “Wewill go into his dwelling place.
Wewill worship at his footstool.”

8Arise, LORD, into your resting place,
you, and the ark of your strength.

9Let your priests be clothedwith righteous-
ness.

Let your saints shout for joy!
10For your servant David’s sake,

don’t turn away the face of your
anointed one.

11The LORD has sworn to David in truth.
He will not turn from it:
“I will set the fruit of your body on your
throne.

12 If your children will keepmy covenant,
my testimony that I will teach them,
their children also will sit on your
throne forever more.”

13For the LORD has chosen Zion.
He has desired it for his habitation.

14 “This is my resting place forever.
I will live here, for I have desired it.

15 I will abundantly bless her provision.
I will satisfy her poor with bread.

16 I will also clothe her priests with salva-
tion.

Her saints will shout aloud for joy.
17 Iwillmake thehornofDavid tobud there.

I have ordained a lamp for my
anointed.

18 I will clothe his enemies with shame,
but on himself, his crownwill shine.”

133
A Song of Ascents. By David.
1 See how good and how pleasant it is

for brothers to live together in unity!
2 It is like the precious oil on the head,

that ran down on the beard,
even Aaron’s beard,
that came down on the edge of his
robes,

3 like the dew of Hermon,
that comes down on the hills of Zion;

for there the LORD gives the blessing,
even life forever more.

134
A Song of Ascents.
1Look! Praise the LORD, all you servants of

the LORD,
who stand by night in the LORD’s
house!

2Lift up your hands in the sanctuary.
Praise the LORD!

3May the LORD bless you from Zion,
even he whomade heaven and earth.

135
1Praise the LORD!*

Praise the LORD’s† name!
Praise him, you servants of the LORD,

2you who stand in the LORD’s house,
in the courts of our God’s house.

3Praise the LORD,‡ for the LORD is good.
Sing praises to his name, for that is
pleasant.

4 For the LORD§ has chosen Jacob for him-
self,

Israel for his own possession.
5For I know that the LORD is great,

that our Lord is above all gods.
6 Whatever the LORD pleased, that he has

done,
in heaven and in earth, in the seas and
in all deeps.

7He causes the clouds to rise from the ends
of the earth.

Hemakes lightnings with the rain.
Hebrings thewindoutofhis treasuries.

8He struck the firstborn of Egypt,
both of man and animal.

9He sent signs andwonders into themiddle
of you, Egypt,

on Pharaoh, and on all his servants.
10He struckmany nations,

and killedmighty kings—
11 Sihon king of the Amorites,

Og king of Bashan,
and all the kingdoms of Canaan—

12and gave their land for a heritage,
a heritage to Israel, his people.

13Your name, LORD, endures forever;
your renown, LORD, throughout all
generations.

14For the LORDwill judge his people
and have compassion on his servants.

15 The idols of the nations are silver and
gold,

the work of men’s hands.
16They havemouths, but they can’t speak.

They have eyes, but they can’t see.
* 135:1 Hebrew: יה Yah † 135:1 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise

noted as being from the short form יה Yah. ‡ 135:3 Hebrew: יה Yah § 135:4 Hebrew: יה Yah
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17They have ears, but they can’t hear,
neither is there any breath in their
mouths.

18Those whomake themwill be like them,
yes, everyone who trusts in them.

19House of Israel, praise the LORD!
House of Aaron, praise the LORD!

20House of Levi, praise the LORD!
You who fear the LORD, praise the
LORD!

21Blessed be the LORD from Zion,
who dwells in Jerusalem.

Praise the LORD!*

136
1Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,

for his loving kindness endures for-
ever.

2Give thanks to the God of gods,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever.

3Give thanks to the Lord of lords,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

4 to himwho alone does great wonders,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

5 to him who by understanding made the
heavens,

for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

6 to himwho spread out the earth above the
waters,

for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

7 to himwhomade the great lights,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

8 the sun to rule by day,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

9 the moon and stars to rule by night,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

10 to him who struck down the Egyptian
firstborn,

for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

11and brought out Israel fromamong them,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

12 with a strong hand, and with an out-
stretched arm,

for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

13 to himwho divided the Red Sea apart,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

14 andmade Israel to pass through the mid-
dle of it,

for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

15 but overthrew Pharaoh and his army in
the Red Sea,

for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

16 to him who led his people through the
wilderness,

for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

17 to himwho struck great kings,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

18and killedmighty kings,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

19 Sihon king of the Amorites,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

20Og king of Bashan,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

21and gave their land as an inheritance,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

22 even a heritage to Israel his servant,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

23who remembered us in our low estate,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

24 and has delivered us from our adver-
saries,

for his loving kindness endures for-
ever;

25who gives food to every creature,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever.

26Oh give thanks to the God of heaven,
for his loving kindness endures for-
ever.

137
1 By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat

down.
Yes, we wept, when we remembered
Zion.

2On the willows in that land,
we hung up our harps.

3 For there, those who led us captive asked
us for songs.

Those who tormented us demanded
songs of joy:

“Sing us one of the songs of Zion!”
4 How can we sing the LORD’s song in a

foreign land?
5 If I forget you, Jerusalem,

let my right hand forget its skill.
6 Let my tongue stick to the roof of my

mouth if I don’t remember you,
* 135:21 Hebrew: יה Yah
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if I don’t prefer Jerusalem above my
chief joy.

7 Remember, LORD, against the children of
Edom in the day of Jerusalem,

who said, “Raze it!
Raze it even to its foundation!”

8Daughter of Babylon, doomed to destruc-
tion,

he will be happy who repays you,
as you have done to us.

9Happy shall he be,
who takes and dashes your little ones
against the rock.

138
By David.
1 Iwill giveyou thankswithmywholeheart.

Before the gods,* I will sing praises to
you.

2 I will bow down toward your holy temple,
and give thanks to your Name for your
loving kindness and for your truth;

for you have exalted your Name and
yourWord above all.

3 In the day that I called, you answeredme.
You encouraged me with strength in
my soul.

4 All the kings of the earth will give you
thanks, LORD,

for they have heard the words of your
mouth.

5Yes, theywill sing of theways of the LORD,
for the LORD’s glory is great!

6 For though the LORD is high, yet he looks
after the lowly;

but he knows the proud from afar.
7 Though I walk in the middle of trouble,

you will revive me.
You will stretch out your hand against
the wrath of my enemies.

Your right handwill saveme.
8 The LORD will fulfill that which concerns

me.
Your loving kindness, LORD, endures
forever.

Don’t forsake the works of your own
hands.

139
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.
1LORD, you have searchedme,

and you knowme.
2 You know my sitting down and my rising

up.
You perceive my thoughts from afar.

3 You search out my path and my lying
down,

and are acquainted with all myways.
4For there is not a word onmy tongue,

but behold, LORD, you know it alto-
gether.

5You hemme in behind and before.
You laid your hand onme.

6This knowledge is beyondme.
It’s lofty.
I can’t attain it.

7Where could I go from your Spirit?
Or where could I flee from your pres-
ence?

8 If I ascend up into heaven, you are there.
If I makemy bed in Sheol,* behold, you
are there!

9 If I take the wings of the dawn,
and settle in the uttermost parts of the
sea,

10 even there your handwill leadme,
and your right handwill hold me.

11 If I say, “Surely the darkness will over-
whelmme.

The light aroundmewill be night,”
12 even the darkness doesn’t hide from you,

but the night shines as the day.
The darkness is like light to you.

13For you formedmy inmost being.
You knit me together in my mother’s
womb.

14 I will give thanks to you,
for I am fearfully and wonderfully
made.

Your works are wonderful.
My soul knows that very well.

15My framewasn’t hidden from you,
when I wasmade in secret,
woven together in the depths of the
earth.

16Your eyes sawmy body.
In your book they were all written,
the days that were ordained for me,
when as yet there were none of them.

17 How precious to me are your thoughts,
God!

How vast is their sum!
18 If I would count them, they are more in

number than the sand.
When I wake up, I am still with you.

19 If only you, God, would kill the wicked.
Get away from me, you bloodthirsty
men!

20For they speak against you wickedly.
Your enemies take your name in vain.

21LORD, don’t I hate those who hate you?
AmInot grievedwith thosewho riseup
against you?

22 I hate themwith perfect hatred.
They have becomemy enemies.

23 Searchme, God, and knowmy heart.
Try me, and knowmy thoughts.

24 See if there is any wicked way inme,
* 138:1 Theword elohim, used here, usuallymeans “God” but can alsomean “gods”, “princes”, or “angels”. * 139:8
Sheol is the place of the dead.
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and leadme in the everlasting way.

140
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm by David.
1Deliver me, LORD, from evil men.

Preserveme from violent men:
2 those who devise mischief in their hearts.

They continually gather themselves to-
gether for war.

3 They have sharpened their tongues like a
serpent.

Viper’s poison is under their lips.
Selah.

4 LORD, keep me from the hands of the
wicked.

Preserveme from the violentmenwho
have determined to trip my feet.

5The proud have hidden a snare for me,
they have spread the cords of a net by
the path.

They have set traps for me.
Selah.

6 I said to the LORD, “You aremy God.”
Listen to the cry of my petitions, LORD.

7 LORD, the Lord, the strength of my salva-
tion,

youhave coveredmyhead in the day of
battle.

8 LORD, don’t grant the desires of the
wicked.

Don’t let their evil plans succeed, or
they will become proud.

Selah.
9As for the head of thosewho surroundme,

let the mischief of their own lips cover
them.

10Let burning coals fall on them.
Let them be thrown into the fire,
into miry pits, from where they never
rise.

11 An evil speaker won’t be established in
the earth.

Evil will hunt the violent man to over-
throw him.

12 I know that the LORD will maintain the
cause of the afflicted,

and justice for the needy.
13 Surely the righteous will give thanks to

your name.
The upright will dwell in your pres-
ence.

141
A Psalm by David.
1LORD, I have called on you.

Come tome quickly!
Listen to my voice when I call to you.

2 Let my prayer be set before you like in-
cense;

the lifting up of my hands like the
evening sacrifice.

3 Set a watch, LORD, before mymouth.
Keep the door of my lips.

4Don’t incline my heart to any evil thing,
to practice deeds of wickedness with
menwhowork iniquity.

Don’t let me eat of their delicacies.
5Let the righteous strike me, it is kindness;

let him reprove me, it is like oil on the
head;

don’t let my head refuse it;
Yet my prayer is always against evil
deeds.

6Their judges are throwndownby the sides
of the rock.

They will hear my words, for they are
well spoken.

7 “As when one plows and breaks up the
earth,

our bones are scattered at themouth of
Sheol.”*

8Formy eyes are on you, LORD, the Lord.
I take refuge in you.
Don’t leavemy soul destitute.

9Keep me from the snare which they have
laid for me,

from the traps of the workers of iniq-
uity.

10Let thewicked fall together into their own
nets

while I pass by.

142
A contemplation by David, when he was in
the cave. A Prayer.
1 I cry withmy voice to the LORD.

With my voice, I ask the LORD for
mercy.

2 I pour out my complaint before him.
I tell himmy troubles.

3When my spirit was overwhelmed within
me,

you knewmy route.
On the path in which I walk,

they have hidden a snare for me.
4Look onmy right, and see;

for there is noonewho is concerned for
me.

Refuge has fled fromme.
No one cares for my soul.

5 I cried to you, LORD.
I said, “You aremy refuge,
my portion in the land of the living.”

6Listen to my cry,
for I am in desperate need.

Deliver me frommy persecutors,
for they are too strong for me.

7Bringmy soul out of prison,
that I may give thanks to your name.

The righteous will surroundme,
for you will be good tome.

* 141:7 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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143
A Psalm by David.
1Hearmy prayer, LORD.

Listen to my petitions.
In your faithfulness and righteousness,
relieveme.

2 Don’t enter into judgment with your ser-
vant,

for in your sight no man living is righ-
teous.

3For the enemy pursues my soul.
He has struck my life down to the
ground.

He has made me live in dark places, as
those who have been long dead.

4 Therefore my spirit is overwhelmed
withinme.

My heart withinme is desolate.
5 I remember the days of old.

I meditate on all your doings.
I contemplate the work of your hands.

6 I spread out my hands to you.
My soul thirsts for you, like a parched
land.

Selah.
7Hurry to answerme, LORD.

My spirit fails.
Don’t hide your face fromme,

so that I don’t become like thosewho go
down into the pit.

8 Cause me to hear your loving kindness in
themorning,

for I trust in you.
Causeme toknowtheway inwhich I should

walk,
for I lift upmy soul to you.

9Deliver me, LORD, frommy enemies.
I flee to you to hideme.

10Teachme to do your will,
for you aremy God.

Your Spirit is good.
Leadme in the land of uprightness.

11Reviveme, LORD, for your name’s sake.
In your righteousness, bring my soul
out of trouble.

12 In your loving kindness, cut off my ene-
mies,

and destroy all those who afflict my
soul,

for I am your servant.

144
By David.
1Blessed be the LORD, my rock,

who trains my hands to war,
andmy fingers to battle—

2my loving kindness, my fortress,
my high tower, my deliverer,

my shield, and he in whom I take
refuge,

who subdues my people under me.
3LORD, what isman, that you care for him?

Or the son of man, that you think of
him?

4Man is like a breath.
His days are like a shadow that passes
away.

5Part yourheavens, LORD, and comedown.
Touch the mountains, and they will
smoke.

6Throw out lightning, and scatter them.
Send out your arrows, and rout them.

7 Stretch out your hand from above,
rescue me, and deliver me out of great
waters,

out of the hands of foreigners,
8whosemouths speak deceit,
whose right hand is a right hand of
falsehood.

9 I will sing a new song to you, God.
On a ten-stringed lyre, I will sing
praises to you.

10You are he who gives salvation to kings,
who rescues David, his servant, from
the deadly sword.

11 Rescue me, and deliver me out of the
hands of foreigners,

whosemouths speak deceit,
whose right hand is a right hand of
falsehood.

12 Then our sons will be like well-nurtured
plants,

our daughters like pillars carved to
adorn a palace.

13Our barns are full, filled with all kinds of
provision.

Our sheep produce thousands and ten
thousands in our fields.

14Our oxen will pull heavy loads.
There is no breaking in, and no going
away,

and no outcry in our streets.
15Happy are the people who are in such a

situation.
Happy are the people whose God is the
LORD.

145
A praise psalm by David.*
1 I will exalt you, my God, the King.

I will praise your name forever and
ever.

2Every day I will praise you.
Iwill extol your name forever and ever.

3 Great is the LORD, and greatly to be
praised!

His greatness is unsearchable.
* 145: This is an acrostic psalm, with every verse (including the second half of verse 13) starting with a consecutive
letter of the Hebrew alphabet.
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4One generationwill commend yourworks
to another,

and will declare yourmighty acts.
5 I will meditate on the glorious majesty of

your honor,
on your wondrous works.

6Men will speak of the might of your awe-
some acts.

I will declare your greatness.
7 They will utter the memory of your great

goodness,
and will sing of your righteousness.

8The LORD is gracious, merciful,
slow to anger, and of great loving kind-
ness.

9The LORD is good to all.
His tender mercies are over all his
works.

10 All your works will give thanks to you,
LORD.

Your saints will extol you.
11They will speak of the glory of your king-

dom,
and talk about your power,

12 to make known to the sons of men his
mighty acts,

the glory of themajesty of his kingdom.
13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom.

Your dominion endures throughout all
generations.

The LORD is faithful in all his words,
and loving in all his deeds.†

14The LORD upholds all who fall,
and raises up all those who are bowed
down.

15The eyes of all wait for you.
You give them their food in due season.

16You open your hand,
and satisfy the desire of every living
thing.

17The LORD is righteous in all his ways,
and gracious in all his works.

18The LORD is near to all those who call on
him,

to all who call on him in truth.
19Hewill fulfill the desire of thosewho fear

him.
Healsowill hear their cry, andwill save
them.

20 The LORD preserves all those who love
him,

but he will destroy all the wicked.
21 My mouth will speak the praise of the

LORD.
Let all flesh bless his holy name forever
and ever.

146
1Praise the LORD!*

Praise the LORD,†my soul.
2While I live, I will praise the LORD.

I will sing praises tomyGod as long as I
exist.

3Don’t put your trust in princes,
in a son of man in whom there is no
help.

4 His spirit departs, and he returns to the
earth.

In that very day, his thoughts perish.
5Happy is he who has the God of Jacob for

his help,
whose hope is in the LORD, his God,

6whomade heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that is in them;
who keeps truth forever;

7who executes justice for the oppressed;
who gives food to the hungry.

The LORD frees the prisoners.
8The LORD opens the eyes of the blind.
The LORD raises up those who are
bowed down.

The LORD loves the righteous.
9The LORD preserves the foreigners.

He upholds the fatherless and widow,
but he turns the way of the wicked up-
side down.

10The LORDwill reign forever;
your God, O Zion, to all generations.

Praise the LORD!‡

147
1Praise the LORD,*

for it is good to sing praises to our God;
for it is pleasant and fitting to praise
him.

2The LORD† builds up Jerusalem.
He gathers together the outcasts of Is-
rael.

3He heals the broken in heart,
and binds up their wounds.

4He counts the number of the stars.
He calls them all by their names.

5Great is our Lord, andmighty in power.
His understanding is infinite.

6The LORD upholds the humble.
He brings the wicked down to the
ground.

7 Sing to the LORDwith thanksgiving.
Sing praises on the harp to our God,

8who covers the sky with clouds,
who prepares rain for the earth,
who makes grass grow on the moun-
tains.

9He provides food for the livestock,
† 145:13 Somemanuscripts omit these last two lines. * 146:1 Hebrew: יה Yah † 146:1 LORDor GOD in all caps is
from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short form יה Yah. ‡ 146:10 Hebrew:

יה Yah * 147:1 Hebrew: יה Yah † 147:2 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when
otherwise noted as being from the short form יה Yah.
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and for the young ravens when they
call.

10 He doesn’t delight in the strength of the
horse.

He takes no pleasure in the legs of a
man.

11 The LORD takes pleasure in those who
fear him,

in those who hope in his loving kind-
ness.

12Praise the LORD, Jerusalem!
Praise your God, Zion!

13 For he has strengthened the bars of your
gates.

He has blessed your children within
you.

14Hemakes peace in your borders.
He fills youwith the finest of thewheat.

15 He sends out his commandment to the
earth.

His word runs very swiftly.
16He gives snow like wool,

and scatters frost like ashes.
17He hurls down his hail like pebbles.

Who can stand before his cold?
18He sends out his word, andmelts them.

He causes his wind to blow, and the
waters flow.

19He shows his word to Jacob,
his statutes and his ordinances to Is-
rael.

20He has not done this for just any nation.
They don’t know his ordinances.

Praise the LORD!‡

148
1Praise the LORD!*

Praise the LORD† from the heavens!
Praise him in the heights!

2Praise him, all his angels!
Praise him, all his army!

3Praise him, sun andmoon!
Praise him, all you shining stars!

4Praise him, you heavens of heavens,
youwaters that are above the heavens.

5Let them praise the LORD’s name,
for he commanded, and they were cre-
ated.

6He has also established them forever and
ever.

He has made a decree which will not
pass away.

7Praise the LORD from the earth,
you great sea creatures, and all depths,

8 lightning and hail, snow and clouds,
stormywind, fulfilling his word,

9mountains and all hills,

fruit trees and all cedars,
10wild animals and all livestock,

small creatures and flying birds,
11kings of the earth and all peoples,

princes and all judges of the earth,
12both youngmen andmaidens,

old men and children.
13Let them praise the LORD’s name,

for his name alone is exalted.
His glory is above the earth and the
heavens.

14He has lifted up the horn of his people,
the praise of all his saints,
even of the children of Israel, a people
near to him.

Praise the LORD!‡

149
1Praise the LORD!*

Sing to the LORD a new song,
his praise in the assembly of the saints.

2Let Israel rejoice in himwhomade them.
Let the children of Zion be joyful in
their King.

3Let them praise his name in the dance!
Let them sing praises to him with tam-
bourine and harp!

4For the LORD takes pleasure in his people.
He crowns the humble with salvation.

5Let the saints rejoice in honor.
Let them sing for joy on their beds.

6 May the high praises of God be in their
mouths,

and a two-edged sword in their hand,
7 to execute vengeance on the nations,

and punishments on the peoples;
8 to bind their kings with chains,

and their nobles with fetters of iron;
9 to execute on them the written judgment.

All his saints have this honor.
Praise the LORD!†

150
1Praise the LORD!*

Praise God in his sanctuary!
Praise him in his heavens for his acts of
power!

2Praise him for his mighty acts!
Praise him according to his excellent
greatness!

3Praise himwith the sounding of the trum-
pet!

Praise himwith harp and lyre!
4Praise himwith tambourine and dancing!

Praise him with stringed instruments
and flute!

‡ 147:20 Hebrew: יה Yah * 148:1 Hebrew: יה Yah † 148:1 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה

Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short form יה Yah. ‡ 148:14 Hebrew: יה Yah * 149:1
LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short form יה

Yah. † 149:9 Hebrew: יה Yah * 150:1 Hebrew: יה Yah
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5Praise himwith loud cymbals!
Praise himwith resounding cymbals!

6 Let everything that has breath praise the
LORD!†

Praise the LORD!‡

† 150:6 Hebrew: יה Yah ‡ 150:6 Hebrew: יה Yah
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The Proverbs
1 The proverbs of Solomon, the son of

David, king of Israel:
2 to knowwisdom and instruction;

to discern the words of understanding;
3 to receive instruction in wise dealing,

in righteousness, justice, and equity;
4 to give prudence to the simple,

knowledge and discretion to the young
man—

5 that the wise man may hear, and increase
in learning;

that the man of understanding may at-
tain to sound counsel;

6 to understand a proverb and parables,
the words and riddles of the wise.

7 The fear of the LORD* is the beginning of
knowledge,

but the foolish despise wisdom and in-
struction.

8My son, listen to your father’s instruction,
and don’t forsake your mother’s teach-
ing;

9 for they will be a garland to grace your
head,

and chains around your neck.
10My son, if sinners entice you,

don’t consent.
11 If they say, “Comewith us.

Let’s lie in wait for blood.
Let’s lurk secretly for the innocent
without cause.

12Let’s swallow them up alive like Sheol,†
andwhole, like thosewho go down into
the pit.

13We’ll find all valuable wealth.
We’ll fill our houses with plunder.

14You shall cast your lot among us.
We’ll all have one purse”—

15myson, don’twalk on the pathwith them.
Keep your foot from their path,

16 for their feet run to evil.
They hurry to shed blood.

17For the net is spread in vain in the sight of
any bird;

18but these lay in wait for their own blood.
They lurk secretly for their own lives.

19Soare thewaysof everyonewho is greedy
for gain.

It takes away the life of its owners.
20Wisdom calls aloud in the street.

She utters her voice in the public
squares.

21 She calls at the head of noisy places.

At the entrance of the city gates, she
utters her words:

22 “How long, you simple ones, will you love
simplicity?

How long will mockers delight them-
selves inmockery,

and fools hate knowledge?
23Turn at my reproof.

Behold,‡ I will pour out my spirit on
you.

I will make knownmywords to you.
24 Because I have called, and you have re-

fused;
I have stretched out my hand, and no
one has paid attention;

25but you have ignored all my counsel,
and wanted none of my reproof;

26 I also will laugh at your disaster.
I will mock when calamity overtakes
you,

27 when calamity overtakes you like a
storm,

when your disaster comes on like a
whirlwind,

when distress and anguish come on
you.

28 Then they will call on me, but I will not
answer.

They will seek me diligently, but they
will not findme,

29because they hated knowledge,
and didn’t choose the fear of the LORD.

30They wanted none of my counsel.
They despised all my reproof.

31Therefore theywill eat of the fruit of their
ownway,

and be filled with their own schemes.
32 For the backsliding of the simple will kill

them.
The careless ease of fools will destroy
them.

33 But whoever listens to me will dwell se-
curely,

and will be at ease, without fear of
harm.”

2
1My son, if you will receive mywords,

and store up my commandments
within you,

2 so as to turn your ear to wisdom,
andapplyyourheart tounderstanding;

3yes, if you call out for discernment,
and lift up your voice for understand-
ing;

4 if you seek her as silver,
and search for her as for hidden trea-
sures;

* 1:7 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”,
usually pronounced Yahweh). † 1:12 Sheol is the place of the dead. ‡ 1:23 “Behold”, from “”, means look at, take
notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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5 then you will understand the fear of the
LORD,

and find the knowledge of God.*
6For the LORD gives wisdom.

Out of hismouth comes knowledge and
understanding.

7He lays up soundwisdom for the upright.
He is a shield to those who walk in
integrity,

8 that hemay guard the paths of justice,
and preserve the way of his saints.

9 Then you will understand righteousness
and justice,

equity and every good path.
10For wisdomwill enter into your heart.

Knowledge will be pleasant to your
soul.

11Discretion will watch over you.
Understanding will keep you,

12 to deliver you from the way of evil,
from the men who speak perverse
things,

13who forsake the paths of uprightness,
to walk in the ways of darkness,

14who rejoice to do evil,
and delight in the perverseness of evil,

15who are crooked in their ways,
and wayward in their paths,

16 to deliver you from the strange woman,
even from the foreigner who flatters
with her words,

17who forsakes the friend of her youth,
and forgets the covenant of her God;

18 for her house leads down to death,
her paths to the departed spirits.

19None who go to her return again,
neither do they attain to the paths of
life.

20Therefore walk in the way of goodmen,
and keep the paths of the righteous.

21For the upright will dwell in the land.
The perfect will remain in it.

22 But the wicked will be cut off from the
land.

The treacherouswill be rooted out of it.

3
1My son, don’t forget my teaching,

but let your heart keep my command-
ments,

2 for they will add to you length of days,
years of life, and peace.

3Don’t let kindness and truth forsake you.
Bind them around your neck.
Write them on the tablet of your heart.

4 So you will find favor,
and good understanding in the sight of
God andman.

5Trust in the LORDwith all your heart,

and don’t lean on your own under-
standing.

6 In all your ways acknowledge him,
and he will make your paths straight.

7Don’t be wise in your own eyes.
Fear the LORD, and depart from evil.

8 It will be health to your body,
and nourishment to your bones.

9Honor the LORDwith your substance,
with the first fruits of all your increase;

10 so your barns will be filled with plenty,
and your vats will overflow with new
wine.

11 My son, don’t despise the LORD’s disci-
pline,

neither be weary of his correction;
12 for whom the LORD loves, he corrects,

even as a father reproves the son in
whom he delights.

13Happy is themanwho finds wisdom,
themanwho gets understanding.

14 For her good profit is better than getting
silver,

and her return is better than fine gold.
15 She is more precious than rubies.

None of the things you can desire are to
be compared to her.

16Length of days is in her right hand.
In her left hand are riches and honor.

17Her ways are ways of pleasantness.
All her paths are peace.

18 She is a tree of life to those who lay hold
of her.

Happy is everyone who retains her.
19Bywisdom the LORD founded the earth.

By understanding, he established the
heavens.

20 By his knowledge, the depths were bro-
ken up,

and the skies drop down the dew.
21 My son, let them not depart from your

eyes.
Keep soundwisdom and discretion,

22 so they will be life to your soul,
and grace for your neck.

23Thenyou shallwalk in yourway securely.
Your foot won’t stumble.

24 When you lie down, you will not be
afraid.

Yes, you will lie down, and your sleep
will be sweet.

25Don’t be afraid of sudden fear,
neither of the desolation of the wicked,
when it comes;

26 for the LORDwill be your confidence,
and will keep your foot from being
taken.

* 2:5 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is “” (Elohim).
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27Don’t withhold good from those to whom
it is due,

when it is in the power of your hand to
do it.

28Don’t say to your neighbor, “Go, and come
again;

tomorrow I will give it to you,”
when you have it by you.

29Don’t devise evil against your neighbor,
since he dwells securely by you.

30Don’t strive with amanwithout cause,
if he has done you no harm.

31Don’t envy theman of violence.
Choose none of his ways.

32For the perverse is an abomination to the
LORD,

but his friendship is with the upright.
33 The LORD’s curse is in the house of the

wicked,
but he blesses the habitation of the
righteous.

34 Surely hemocks themockers,
but he gives grace to the humble.

35The wise will inherit glory,
but shame will be the promotion of
fools.

4
1Listen, sons, to a father’s instruction.

Pay attention and know understand-
ing;

2 for I give you sound learning.
Don’t forsakemy law.

3For I was a son tomy father,
tender and an only child in the sight of
mymother.

4He taught me, and said to me:
“Let your heart retainmywords.
Keepmy commandments, and live.

5Get wisdom.
Get understanding.
Don’t forget, anddon’t deviate from the
words of mymouth.

6 Don’t forsake her, and she will preserve
you.

Love her, and she will keep you.
7Wisdom is supreme.

Get wisdom.
Yes, though it costs all yourpossessions,
get understanding.

8Esteem her, and she will exalt you.
She will bring you to honor when you
embrace her.

9 She will give to your head a garland of
grace.

She will deliver a crown of splendor to
you.”

10Listen, my son, and receive my sayings.
The years of your life will be many.

11 I have taught you in the way of wisdom.

I have led you in straight paths.
12When you go, your steps will not be ham-

pered.
When you run, you will not stumble.

13Take firm hold of instruction.
Don’t let her go.
Keep her, for she is your life.

14Don’t enter into the path of the wicked.
Don’t walk in the way of evil men.

15Avoid it, and don’t pass by it.
Turn from it, and pass on.

16For they don’t sleep unless they do evil.
Their sleep is taken away, unless they
make someone fall.

17For they eat the bread of wickedness
and drink the wine of violence.

18 But the path of the righteous is like the
dawning light

that shines more and more until the
perfect day.

19The way of the wicked is like darkness.
They don’t know what they stumble
over.

20My son, attend to mywords.
Turn your ear to my sayings.

21Let them not depart from your eyes.
Keep them in the center of your heart.

22For they are life to those who find them,
and health to their whole body.

23Keep your heart with all diligence,
for out of it is the wellspring of life.

24 Put away from yourself a perverse
mouth.

Put corrupt lips far from you.
25Let your eyes look straight ahead.

Fix your gaze directly before you.
26Make the path of your feet level.

Let all of your ways be established.
27Don’t turn to the right handnor to the left.

Remove your foot from evil.

5
1My son, pay attention to mywisdom.

Turn your ear to my understanding,
2 that youmaymaintain discretion,

that your lipsmaypreserveknowledge.
3For the lips of an adulteress drip honey.

Her mouth is smoother than oil,
4 but in the end she is as bitter as worm-

wood,
and as sharp as a two-edged sword.

5Her feet go down to death.
Her steps lead straight to Sheol.*

6 She gives no thought to the way of life.
Her ways are crooked, and she doesn’t
know it.

7Now therefore, my sons, listen to me.
Don’t depart from the words of my
mouth.

* 5:5 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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8Remove your way far from her.
Don’t come near the door of her house,

9 lest you give your honor to others,
and your years to the cruel one;

10 lest strangers feast on your wealth,
and your labors enrich another man’s
house.

11Youwill groan at your latter end,
when your flesh and your body are
consumed,

12and say, “How I have hated instruction,
andmy heart despised reproof.

13 I haven’t obeyed the voice ofmy teachers,
nor turned my ear to those who in-
structedme!

14 I have come to the brink of utter ruin,
among the gathered assembly.”

15Drink water out of your own cistern,
running water out of your ownwell.

16 Should your springs overflow in the
streets,

streams ofwater in the public squares?
17Let them be for yourself alone,

not for strangers with you.
18Let your spring be blessed.

Rejoice in the wife of your youth.
19A loving doe and a graceful deer—

let her breasts satisfy you at all times.
Be captivated always with her love.

20 For why should you, my son, be capti-
vated with an adulteress?

Why embrace the bosom of another?
21 For the ways of man are before the

LORD’s eyes.
He examines all his paths.

22The evil deeds of thewicked ensnarehim.
The cords of his sin hold him firmly.

23Hewill die for lack of instruction.
In the greatness of his folly, he will go
astray.

6
1My son, if you have become collateral for

your neighbor,
if you have struck your hands in pledge
for a stranger,

2 you are trapped by the words of your
mouth;

you are ensnared with the words of
yourmouth.

3Do this now, my son, and deliver yourself,
since you have come into the hand of
your neighbor.

Go, humble yourself.
Press your plea with your neighbor.

4Give no sleep to your eyes,
nor slumber to your eyelids.

5Free yourself, like a gazelle from the hand
of the hunter,

like a bird from the snare of the fowler.

6Go to the ant, you sluggard.
Consider her ways, and be wise;

7which having no chief, overseer, or ruler,
8provides her bread in the summer,
and gathers her food in the harvest.

9How long will you sleep, sluggard?
Whenwill you arise out of your sleep?

10A little sleep, a little slumber,
a little folding of the hands to sleep—

11 so your poverty will come as a robber,
and your scarcity as an armedman.

12Aworthless person, a man of iniquity,
is hewhowalkswith aperversemouth,

13 who winks with his eyes, who signals
with his feet,

whomotions with his fingers,
14 in whose heart is perverseness,

who devises evil continually,
who always sows discord.

15 Therefore his calamity will come sud-
denly.

He will be broken suddenly, and that
without remedy.

16 There are six things which the LORD
hates;

yes, sevenwhichare anabomination to
him:

17arrogant eyes, a lying tongue,
hands that shed innocent blood,

18a heart that devises wicked schemes,
feet that are swift in running to mis-
chief,

19a false witness who utters lies,
and hewho sows discord among broth-
ers.

20 My son, keep your father’s command-
ment,

and don’t forsake your mother’s teach-
ing.

21Bind them continually on your heart.
Tie them around your neck.

22When youwalk, it will lead you.
When you sleep, it will watch over you.
When you awake, it will talk with you.

23For the commandment is a lamp,
and the law is light.
Reproofs of instruction are the way of
life,

24 to keep you from the immoral woman,
from the flattery of thewaywardwife’s
tongue.

25Don’t lust after her beauty in your heart,
neither let her captivate you with her
eyelids.

26 For a prostitute reduces you to a piece of
bread.

The adulteress hunts for your precious
life.

27Can aman scoop fire into his lap,
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and his clothes not be burned?
28Or can one walk on hot coals,

and his feet not be scorched?
29So is hewhogoes in tohisneighbor’swife.

Whoever touches her will not be un-
punished.

30Men don’t despise a thief
if he steals to satisfy himself when he is
hungry,

31 but if he is found, he shall restore seven
times.

He shall give all thewealth of his house.
32He who commits adultery with a woman

is void of understanding.
He who does it destroys his own soul.

33Hewill get wounds and dishonor.
His reproach will not be wiped away.

34 For jealousy arouses the fury of the hus-
band.

Hewon’t spare in the day of vengeance.
35Hewon’t regard any ransom,

neitherwill he rest content, thoughyou
givemany gifts.

7
1My son, keepmywords.

Lay upmy commandmentswithin you.
2Keepmy commandments and live!

Guardmy teaching as the apple of your
eye.

3Bind them on your fingers.
Write them on the tablet of your heart.

4Tell wisdom, “You aremy sister.”
Call understanding your relative,

5 that they may keep you from the strange
woman,

from the foreigner who flatters with
her words.

6For at the window of my house,
I looked out throughmy lattice.

7 I saw among the simple ones.
I discerned among the youths a young
man void of understanding,

8 passing through the street near her cor-
ner,

he went the way to her house,
9 in the twilight, in the evening of the day,

in the middle of the night and in the
darkness.

10Behold, there a womanmet himwith the
attire of a prostitute,

and with crafty intent.
11 She is loud and defiant.

Her feet don’t stay in her house.
12 Now she is in the streets, now in the

squares,
and lurking at every corner.

13 So she caught him, and kissed him.
With an impudent face she said to him:

14“Sacrifices of peaceofferings arewithme.

Today I have paidmy vows.
15Therefore I came out to meet you,

to diligently seek your face,
and I have found you.

16 I have spread my couch with carpets of
tapestry,

with striped cloths of the yarn of Egypt.
17 I have perfumed my bed with myrrh,

aloes, and cinnamon.
18Come, let’s take our fill of loving until the

morning.
Let’s solace ourselves with loving.

19Formy husband isn’t at home.
He has gone on a long journey.

20He has taken a bag of money with him.
He will come home at the full moon.”

21 With persuasive words, she led him
astray.

With the flattering of her lips, she se-
duced him.

22He followed her immediately,
as an ox goes to the slaughter,
as a fool stepping into a noose.

23Until an arrow strikes through his liver,
as a bird hurries to the snare,
and doesn’t know that it will cost his
life.

24Now therefore, sons, listen to me.
Pay attention to the words of my
mouth.

25Don’t let your heart turn to her ways.
Don’t go astray in her paths,

26 for shehas throwndownmanywounded.
Yes, all her slain are amighty army.

27Her house is the way to Sheol,*
going down to the rooms of death.

8
1Doesn’t wisdom cry out?

Doesn’t understanding raise her voice?
2On the top of high places by the way,

where the paths meet, she stands.
3Beside the gates, at the entry of the city,

at the entry doors, she cries aloud:
4 “I call to youmen!

I sendmy voice to the sons ofmankind.
5You simple, understand prudence!

You fools, be of an understanding
heart!

6Hear, for I will speak excellent things.
The opening of my lips is for right
things.

7Formymouth speaks truth.
Wickedness is an abomination to my
lips.

8 All the words of my mouth are in righ-
teousness.

There is nothing crookedorperverse in
them.

* 7:27 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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9Theyareall plain tohimwhounderstands,
right to those who find knowledge.

10Receivemy instruction rather than silver,
knowledge rather than choice gold.

11For wisdom is better than rubies.
All the things that may be desired can’t
be compared to it.

12 “I, wisdom, have made prudence my
dwelling.

Find out knowledge and discretion.
13The fear of the LORD is to hate evil.

I hate pride, arrogance, the evil way,
and the perverse mouth.

14Counsel and sound knowledge aremine.
I have understanding and power.

15Byme kings reign,
and princes decree justice.

16Byme princes rule,
nobles, and all the righteous rulers of
the earth.

17 I love those who loveme.
Those who seek me diligently will find
me.

18Withme are riches, honor,
enduring wealth, and prosperity.

19My fruit is better than gold, yes, than fine
gold,

my yield than choice silver.
20 I walk in the way of righteousness,

in themiddle of the paths of justice,
21 that I may give wealth to those who love

me.
I fill their treasuries.

22“TheLORDpossessedme in thebeginning
of his work,

before his deeds of old.
23 I was set up from everlasting, from the

beginning,
before the earth existed.

24When there were no depths, I was born,
when therewereno springs abounding
with water.

25 Before the mountains were settled in
place,

before the hills, I was born;
26while as yet he had not made the earth,

nor the fields,
nor the beginning of the dust of the
world.

27When he established the heavens, I was
there.

When he set a circle on the surface of
the deep,

28when he established the clouds above,
when the springs of the deep became
strong,

29when he gave to the sea its boundary,
that the waters should not violate his
commandment,

whenhemarkedout the foundations of
the earth,

30 then I was the craftsman by his side.
I was a delight day by day,
always rejoicing before him,

31 rejoicing in his whole world.
My delight was with the sons of men.

32 “Now therefore, my sons, listen to me,
for blessed are those who keep my
ways.

33Hear instruction, and be wise.
Don’t refuse it.

34Blessed is themanwho hears me,
watching daily at my gates,
waiting at my door posts.

35For whoever findsme finds life,
and will obtain favor from the LORD.

36 But he who sins against me wrongs his
own soul.

All those who hate me love death.”
9

1Wisdom has built her house.
She has carved out her seven pillars.

2 She has prepared her meat.
She has mixed her wine.
She has also set her table.

3 She has sent out her maidens.
She cries from the highest places of the
city:

4 “Whoever is simple, let him turn in here!”
As for him who is void of understand-
ing, she says to him,

5 “Come, eat some of my bread,
Drink some of the wine which I have
mixed!

6Leave your simple ways, and live.
Walk in the way of understanding.”

7Onewho corrects a mocker invites insult.
One who reproves a wicked man in-
vites abuse.

8Don’t reprove a scoffer, lest he hate you.
Reprove awise person, andhewill love
you.

9 Instruct a wise person, and he will be still
wiser.

Teach a righteous person, and he will
increase in learning.

10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of
wisdom.

The knowledge of the Holy One is un-
derstanding.

11For byme your days will be multiplied.
The years of your life will be increased.

12 If you are wise, you are wise for yourself.
If youmock, you alone will bear it.

13The foolish woman is loud,
undisciplined, and knows nothing.

14 She sits at the door of her house,
on a seat in the high places of the city,
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15 to call to those who pass by,
who go straight on their ways,

16 “Whoever is simple, let him turn in here.”
As for him who is void of understand-
ing, she says to him,

17 “Stolen water is sweet.
Food eaten in secret is pleasant.”

18 But he doesn’t know that the departed
spirits are there,

that her guests are in the depths of
Sheol.*

10
1The proverbs of Solomon.

A wise sonmakes a glad father;
but a foolish son brings grief to his
mother.

2Treasures of wickedness profit nothing,
but righteousness delivers from death.

3 The LORD will not allow the soul of the
righteous to go hungry,

but he thrusts away the desire of the
wicked.

4 He becomes poor who works with a lazy
hand,

but the hand of the diligent brings
wealth.

5Hewho gathers in summer is a wise son,
but hewho sleeps during the harvest is
a son who causes shame.

6Blessings are on the head of the righteous,
but violence covers the mouth of the
wicked.

7Thememory of the righteous is blessed,
but the name of the wicked will rot.

8The wise in heart accept commandments,
but a chattering fool will fall.

9Hewhowalks blamelessly walks surely,
but he who perverts his ways will be
found out.

10 One who winks with the eye causes sor-
row,

but a chattering fool will fall.
11 The mouth of the righteous is a spring of

life,
but violence covers the mouth of the
wicked.

12Hatred stirs up strife,
but love covers all wrongs.

13Wisdom is found on the lips of him who
has discernment,

but a rod is for the back of him who is
void of understanding.

14Wisemen lay up knowledge,
but the mouth of the foolish is near
ruin.

15The richman’s wealth is his strong city.
The destruction of the poor is their
poverty.

16The labor of the righteous leads to life.

The increase of the wicked leads to sin.
17He is in the way of life who heeds correc-

tion,
but he who forsakes reproof leads oth-
ers astray.

18Hewho hides hatred has lying lips.
He who utters a slander is a fool.

19 In themultitude of words there is no lack
of disobedience,

but he who restrains his lips does
wisely.

20The tongue of the righteous is like choice
silver.

The heart of the wicked is of little
worth.

21The lips of the righteous feedmany,
but the foolish die for lack of under-
standing.

22The LORD’s blessing brings wealth,
and he adds no trouble to it.

23 It is a fool’s pleasure to do wickedness,
but wisdom is a man of understand-
ing’s pleasure.

24What thewicked fearwill overtake them,
but the desire of the righteous will be
granted.

25When the whirlwind passes, the wicked
is nomore;

but the righteous stand firm forever.
26 As vinegar to the teeth, and as smoke to

the eyes,
so is the sluggard to those who send
him.

27The fear of the LORD prolongs days,
but the years of the wicked shall be
shortened.

28The prospect of the righteous is joy,
but the hope of the wicked will perish.

29Thewayof theLORD is a stronghold to the
upright,

but it is a destruction to the workers of
iniquity.

30The righteous will never be removed,
but the wicked will not dwell in the
land.

31Themouth of the righteous produceswis-
dom,

but the perverse tongue will be cut off.
32 The lips of the righteous know what is

acceptable,
but the mouth of the wicked is per-
verse.

11
1 A false balance is an abomination to the

LORD,
but accurate weights are his delight.

2When pride comes, then comes shame,
but with humility comes wisdom.

3 The integrity of the upright shall guide
them,

* 9:18 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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but theperversenessof the treacherous
shall destroy them.

4Riches don’t profit in the day of wrath,
but righteousness delivers from death.

5 The righteousness of the blameless will
direct his way,

but the wicked shall fall by his own
wickedness.

6 The righteousness of the upright shall de-
liver them,

but the unfaithful will be trapped by
evil desires.

7When awickedman dies, hope perishes,
and expectation of power comes to
nothing.

8Arighteousperson is deliveredout of trou-
ble,

and the wicked takes his place.
9With his mouth the godless man destroys

his neighbor,
but the righteous will be delivered
through knowledge.

10When it goes well with the righteous, the
city rejoices.

When thewickedperish, there is shout-
ing.

11 By the blessing of the upright, the city is
exalted,

but it is overthrownby themouthof the
wicked.

12One who despises his neighbor is void of
wisdom,

but a man of understanding holds his
peace.

13 One who brings gossip betrays a confi-
dence,

but onewho is of a trustworthy spirit is
one who keeps a secret.

14 Where there is no wise guidance, the
nation falls,

but in themultitudeof counselors there
is victory.

15 He who is collateral for a stranger will
suffer for it,

but hewho refuses pledges of collateral
is secure.

16A gracious woman obtains honor,
but violent men obtain riches.

17 The merciful man does good to his own
soul,

but he who is cruel troubles his own
flesh.

18Wicked people earn deceitful wages,
but one who sows righteousness reaps
a sure reward.

19Hewho is truly righteous gets life.
He who pursues evil gets death.

20 Those who are perverse in heart are an
abomination to the LORD,

but those whose ways are blameless
are his delight.

21 Most certainly, the evil man will not be
unpunished,

but the offspring* of the righteous will
be delivered.

22Like a gold ring in a pig’s snout,
is a beautiful woman who lacks discre-
tion.

23The desire of the righteous is only good.
The expectation of thewicked is wrath.

24 There is one who scatters, and increases
yet more.

There is one who withholds more than
is appropriate, but gains poverty.

25The liberal soul shall be made fat.
He who waters shall be watered also
himself.

26 People curse someone who withholds
grain,

but blessing will be on the head of him
who sells it.

27Hewho diligently seeks good seeks favor,
but he who searches after evil, it shall
come to him.

28Hewho trusts in his riches will fall,
but the righteous shall flourish as the
green leaf.

29He who troubles his own house shall in-
herit the wind.

The foolish shall be servant to the wise
of heart.

30The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life.
He who is wise wins souls.

31 Behold, the righteous shall be repaid in
the earth,

how much more the wicked and the
sinner!

12
1 Whoever loves correction loves knowl-

edge,
but he who hates reproof is stupid.

2 A good man shall obtain favor from the
LORD,

but he will condemn a man of wicked
plans.

3Aman shall not be established by wicked-
ness,

but the root of the righteous shall notbe
moved.

4A worthy woman is the crown of her hus-
band,

but a disgraceful wife is as rottenness
in his bones.

5The thoughts of the righteous are just,
but theadviceof thewicked isdeceitful.

6Thewords of thewicked are about lying in
wait for blood,

but the speech of the upright rescues
them.

* 11:21 or, seed
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7 The wicked are overthrown, and are no
more,

but the house of the righteous shall
stand.

8 A man shall be commended according to
his wisdom,

but hewho has awarpedmind shall be
despised.

9Better is he who is little known, and has a
servant,

than he who honors himself and lacks
bread.

10 A righteous man respects the life of his
animal,

but the tender mercies of the wicked
are cruel.

11He who tills his land shall have plenty of
bread,

but he who chases fantasies is void of
understanding.

12 The wicked desires the plunder of evil
men,

but the root of the righteous flourishes.
13 An evil man is trapped by sinfulness of

lips,
but the righteous shall come out of
trouble.

14Aman shall be satisfied with good by the
fruit of his mouth.

The work of a man’s hands shall be
rewarded to him.

15The way of a fool is right in his own eyes,
but he who is wise listens to counsel.

16A fool shows his annoyance the sameday,
but one who overlooks an insult is pru-
dent.

17Hewho is truthful testifies honestly,
but a false witness lies.

18 There is one who speaks rashly like the
piercing of a sword,

but the tongue of the wise heals.
19Truth’s lips will be established forever,

but a lying tongue is only momentary.
20 Deceit is in the heart of those who plot

evil,
but joy comes to the promoters of
peace.

21 No mischief shall happen to the righ-
teous,

but the wicked shall be filled with evil.
22 Lying lips are an abomination to the

LORD,
but those who do the truth are his de-
light.

23A prudent man keeps his knowledge,
but the hearts of fools proclaim foolish-
ness.

24The hands of the diligent ones shall rule,
but laziness ends in slave labor.

25Anxiety in aman’s heart weighs it down,
but a kind wordmakes it glad.

26 A righteous person is cautious in friend-
ship,

but the way of the wicked leads them
astray.

27The slothful man doesn’t roast his game,
but the possessions of diligent men are
prized.

28 In the way of righteousness is life;
in its path there is no death.

13
1 A wise son listens to his father’s instruc-

tion,
but a scoffer doesn’t listen to rebuke.

2 By the fruit of his lips, a man enjoys good
things,

but the unfaithful crave violence.
3Hewho guards his mouth guards his soul.

One who opens wide his lips comes to
ruin.

4 The soul of the sluggard desires, and has
nothing,

but the desire of the diligent shall be
fully satisfied.

5A righteous man hates lies,
but a wicked man brings shame and
disgrace.

6Righteousness guards theway of integrity,
but wickedness overthrows the sinner.

7There are somewhopretend tobe rich, yet
have nothing.

There are somewhopretend tobepoor,
yet have great wealth.

8The ransom of aman’s life is his riches,
but the poor hear no threats.

9The light of the righteous shines brightly,
but the lamp of the wicked is snuffed
out.

10Pride only breeds quarrels,
but wisdom is with people who take
advice.

11 Wealth gained dishonestly dwindles
away,

but he who gathers by hand makes it
grow.

12Hope deferredmakes the heart sick,
but when longing is fulfilled, it is a tree
of life.

13Whoeverdespises instructionwill pay for
it,

but hewho respects a commandwill be
rewarded.

14The teaching of thewise is a spring of life,
to turn from the snares of death.

15Good understanding wins favor,
but the way of the unfaithful is hard.

16Every prudentmanacts fromknowledge,
but a fool exposes folly.

17Awickedmessenger falls into trouble,
but a trustworthy envoy gains healing.

18 Poverty and shame come to him who
refuses discipline,
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but he who heeds correction shall be
honored.

19Longing fulfilled is sweet to the soul,
but fools detest turning from evil.

20 One who walks with wise men grows
wise,

but a companion of fools suffers harm.
21Misfortune pursues sinners,

but prosperity rewards the righteous.
22 A good man leaves an inheritance to his

children’s children,
but thewealthof the sinner is stored for
the righteous.

23An abundance of food is in poor people’s
fields,

but injustice sweeps it away.
24Onewho spares the rod hates his son,

but one who loves him is careful to
discipline him.

25The righteous one eats to the satisfying of
his soul,

but the belly of thewicked goes hungry.

14
1Every wise woman builds her house,

but the foolish one tears it down with
her own hands.

2He who walks in his uprightness fears the
LORD,

but he who is perverse in his ways de-
spises him.

3The fool’s talk brings a rod to his back,
but the lips of the wise protect them.

4Where no oxen are, the crib is clean,
but much increase is by the strength of
the ox.

5A truthful witness will not lie,
but a false witness pours out lies.

6Ascoffer seekswisdom, anddoesn’t find it,
but knowledge comes easily to a dis-
cerning person.

7 Stay away from a foolishman,
for you won’t find knowledge on his
lips.

8 The wisdom of the prudent is to think
about his way,

but the folly of fools is deceit.
9Fools mock at making atonement for sins,

but among the upright there is good
will.

10 The heart knows its own bitterness and
joy;

he will not share these with a stranger.
11 The house of the wicked will be over-

thrown,
but the tent of the upright will flourish.

12 There is a way which seems right to a
man,

but in the end it leads to death.
13 Even in laughter the heart may be sor-

rowful,
andmirthmay end in heaviness.

14The unfaithful will be repaid for his own
ways;

likewise a good man will be rewarded
for his ways.

15A simple man believes everything,
but the prudent man carefully consid-
ers his ways.

16Awise man fears and shuns evil,
but the fool is hot headed and reckless.

17 He who is quick to become angry will
commit folly,

and a crafty man is hated.
18The simple inherit folly,

but the prudent are crowned with
knowledge.

19The evil bow down before the good,
and the wicked at the gates of the righ-
teous.

20 The poor person is shunned even by his
own neighbor,

but the rich person has many friends.
21Hewho despises his neighbor sins,

but he who has pity on the poor is
blessed.

22Don’t they go astray who plot evil?
But love and faithfulness belong to
those who plan good.

23 In all hard work there is profit,
but the talk of the lips leads only to
poverty.

24The crown of the wise is their riches,
but the folly of fools crowns them with
folly.

25A truthful witness saves souls,
but a false witness is deceitful.

26 In the fear of the LORD is a secure
fortress,

and hewill be a refuge for his children.
27The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life,

turning people from the snares of
death.

28 In the multitude of people is the king’s
glory,

but in the lack of people is the destruc-
tion of the prince.

29He who is slow to anger has great under-
standing,

but hewhohas a quick temper displays
folly.

30The life of the body is a heart at peace,
but envy rots the bones.

31 He who oppresses the poor shows con-
tempt for his Maker,

but he who is kind to the needy honors
him.

32 The wicked is brought down in his
calamity,

but in death, the righteous has a refuge.
33Wisdom rests in the heart of onewho has

understanding,
and is evenmade known in the inward
part of fools.
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34Righteousness exalts a nation,
but sin is a disgrace to any people.

35 The king’s favor is toward a servant who
deals wisely,

but hiswrath is toward onewho causes
shame.

15
1A gentle answer turns away wrath,

but a harsh word stirs up anger.
2 The tongue of the wise commends knowl-

edge,
but themouths of fools gush out folly.

3The LORD’s eyes are everywhere,
keepingwatch on the evil and the good.

4A gentle tongue is a tree of life,
but deceit in it crushes the spirit.

5A fool despises his father’s correction,
but he who heeds reproof shows pru-
dence.

6 In the house of the righteous is much trea-
sure,

but the income of the wicked brings
trouble.

7The lips of the wise spread knowledge;
not so with the heart of fools.

8 The sacrifice made by the wicked is an
abomination to the LORD,

but the prayer of the upright is his de-
light.

9 The way of the wicked is an abomination
to the LORD,

buthe loveshimwho followsafter righ-
teousness.

10There is stern discipline for one who for-
sakes the way.

Whoever hates reproof shall die.
11 Sheol* and Abaddon are before the

LORD—
how much more then the hearts of the
children of men!

12A scoffer doesn’t love to be reproved;
he will not go to the wise.

13A glad heart makes a cheerful face,
but an aching heart breaks the spirit.

14 The heart of one who has understanding
seeks knowledge,

but themouths of fools feed on folly.
15All the days of the afflicted are wretched,

butonewhohasacheerfulheart enjoys
a continual feast.

16Better is little, with the fear of the LORD,
than great treasure with trouble.

17Better is a dinner of herbs, where love is,
than a fattened calf with hatred.

18Awrathful man stirs up contention,
but one who is slow to anger appeases
strife.

19 The way of the sluggard is like a thorn
patch,

but the path of the upright is a highway.
20Awise sonmakes a father glad,

but a foolishman despises his mother.
21Folly is joy to one who is void of wisdom,

but a man of understanding keeps his
way straight.

22Where there is no counsel, plans fail;
but in a multitude of counselors they
are established.

23 Joy comes to a man with the reply of his
mouth.

How good is a word at the right time!
24Thepathof life leadsupward for thewise,

to keep him from going downward to
Sheol.†

25 The LORD will uproot the house of the
proud,

but he will keep the widow’s borders
intact.

26 The LORD detests the thoughts of the
wicked,

but the thoughts of the pure are pleas-
ing.

27 He who is greedy for gain troubles his
own house,

but he who hates bribes will live.
28 The heart of the righteous weighs an-

swers,
but themouth of thewicked gushes out
evil.

29The LORD is far from the wicked,
but he hears the prayer of the righ-
teous.

30The light of the eyes rejoices the heart.
Good news gives health to the bones.

31The ear that listens to reproof lives,
and will be at home among the wise.

32 He who refuses correction despises his
own soul,

but he who listens to reproof gets un-
derstanding.

33The fear of the LORD teaches wisdom.
Before honor is humility.

16
1The plans of the heart belong to man,

but theanswerof the tongue is fromthe
LORD.

2All the ways of a man are clean in his own
eyes,

but the LORDweighs themotives.
3Commit your deeds to the LORD,

and your plans shall succeed.
4TheLORDhasmadeeverything for its own

end—
yes, even the wicked for the day of evil.

5 Everyone who is proud in heart is an
abomination to the LORD;

they shall certainly not be unpunished.
6Bymercy and truth iniquity is atoned for.

* 15:11 Sheol is the place of the dead. † 15:24 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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By the fear of the LORD men depart
from evil.

7When aman’s ways please the LORD,
he makes even his enemies to be at
peace with him.

8Better is a little with righteousness,
than great revenues with injustice.

9Aman’s heart plans his course,
but the LORD directs his steps.

10 Inspired judgments are on the lips of the
king.

He shall not betray his mouth.
11 Honest balances and scales are the

LORD’s;
all the weights in the bag are his work.

12 It is an abomination for kings to do
wrong,

for the throne is established by righ-
teousness.

13Righteous lips are the delight of kings.
They value one who speaks the truth.

14The king’s wrath is a messenger of death,
but a wise manwill pacify it.

15 In the light of the king’s face is life.
His favor is like a cloud of the spring
rain.

16Howmuch better it is to get wisdom than
gold!

Yes, to get understanding is to be cho-
sen rather than silver.

17 The highway of the upright is to depart
from evil.

He who keeps his way preserves his
soul.

18Pride goes before destruction,
and an arrogant spirit before a fall.

19 It is better to be of a lowly spirit with the
poor,

than to divide the plunder with the
proud.

20Hewho heeds theWord finds prosperity.
Whoever trusts in the LORD is blessed.

21Thewise in heart shall be called prudent.
Pleasantness of the lips promotes in-
struction.

22Understanding is a fountain of life to one
who has it,

but the punishment of fools is their
folly.

23The heart of thewise instructs hismouth,
and adds learning to his lips.

24Pleasant words are a honeycomb,
sweet to the soul, and health to the
bones.

25 There is a way which seems right to a
man,

but in the end it leads to death.
26 The appetite of the laboring man labors

for him,
for his mouth urges him on.

27Aworthless man devises mischief.
His speech is like a scorching fire.

28A perverse man stirs up strife.
A whisperer separates close friends.

29Aman of violence entices his neighbor,
and leads him in away that is not good.

30One who winks his eyes to plot perversi-
ties,

onewho compresses his lips, is bent on
evil.

31Gray hair is a crown of glory.
It is attained by a life of righteousness.

32Onewho is slowtoanger isbetter than the
mighty;

one who rules his spirit, than he who
takes a city.

33The lot is cast into the lap,
but its every decision is from the LORD.

17
1Better is a drymorsel with quietness,

than a house full of feasting with strife.
2A servant who deals wisely will rule over

a son who causes shame,
and shall have a part in the inheritance
among the brothers.

3 The refining pot is for silver, and the fur-
nace for gold,

but the LORD tests the hearts.
4An evildoer heeds wicked lips.

A liar gives ear to a mischievous
tongue.

5 Whoever mocks the poor reproaches his
Maker.

He who is glad at calamity shall not be
unpunished.

6 Children’s children are the crown of old
men;

the glory of children is their parents.
7Excellent speech isn’t fitting for a fool,

much less do lying lips fit a prince.
8 A bribe is a precious stone in the eyes of

himwho gives it;
wherever he turns, he prospers.

9Hewho covers an offense promotes love;
but he who repeats a matter separates
best friends.

10A rebuke enters deeper into one who has
understanding

than a hundred lashes into a fool.
11An evil man seeks only rebellion;

therefore a cruel messenger shall be
sent against him.

12Let a bear robbedof her cubsmeet aman,
rather than a fool in his folly.

13Whoever rewards evil for good,
evil shall not depart from his house.

14The beginning of strife is like breaching a
dam,

therefore stop contention before quar-
reling breaks out.

15He who justifies the wicked, and he who
condemns the righteous,
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both of them alike are an abomination
to the LORD.

16Why is there money in the hand of a fool
to buy wisdom,

since he has no understanding?
17A friend loves at all times;

and a brother is born for adversity.
18 A man void of understanding strikes

hands,
and becomes collateral in the presence
of his neighbor.

19Hewho loves disobedience loves strife.
One who builds a high gate seeks de-
struction.

20Onewhohasaperverseheartdoesn’t find
prosperity,

and one who has a deceitful tongue
falls into trouble.

21 He who becomes the father of a fool
grieves.

The father of a fool has no joy.
22A cheerful heart makes goodmedicine,

but a crushed spirit dries up the bones.
23Awickedman receives a bribe in secret,

to pervert the ways of justice.
24Wisdom is before the face of onewho has

understanding,
but theeyesof a foolwander to theends
of the earth.

25A foolish son brings grief to his father,
and bitterness to her who bore him.

26Also to punish the righteous is not good,
nor to flog officials for their integrity.

27Hewho spares his words has knowledge.
He who is even tempered is a man of
understanding.

28 Even a fool, when he keeps silent, is
counted wise.

When he shuts his lips, he is thought to
be discerning.

18
1 A man who isolates himself pursues self-

ishness,
and defies all sound judgment.

2A fool has no delight in understanding,
but only in revealing his own opinion.

3 When wickedness comes, contempt also
comes,

and with shame comes disgrace.
4The words of a man’s mouth are like deep

waters.
The fountainofwisdomis likeaflowing
brook.

5 To be partial to the faces of the wicked is
not good,

nor to deprive the innocent of justice.
6A fool’s lips come into strife,

and his mouth invites beatings.
7A fool’s mouth is his destruction,

and his lips are a snare to his soul.

8 The words of a gossip are like dainty
morsels:

they godown into a person’s innermost
parts.

9Onewho is slack in his work
is brother to him who is a master of
destruction.

10The LORD’s name is a strong tower:
the righteous run to him, and are safe.

11The richman’s wealth is his strong city,
likeanunscalablewall inhis own imag-
ination.

12 Before destruction the heart of man is
proud,

but before honor is humility.
13Hewho answers before he hears,

that is folly and shame to him.
14Aman’s spiritwill sustainhiminsickness,

but a crushed spirit, who can bear?
15 The heart of the discerning gets knowl-

edge.
The ear of the wise seeks knowledge.

16Aman’s gift makes room for him,
and brings him before great men.

17 He who pleads his cause first seems
right—

until another comes and questions
him.

18The lot settles disputes,
and keeps strong ones apart.

19A brother offended is more difficult than
a fortified city.

Disputes are like the bars of a fortress.
20Aman’s stomach is filled with the fruit of

his mouth.
With the harvest of his lips he is satis-
fied.

21 Death and life are in the power of the
tongue;

those who love it will eat its fruit.
22Whoever finds a wife finds a good thing,

and obtains favor of the LORD.
23The poor plead for mercy,

but the rich answer harshly.
24 A man of many companions may be ru-

ined,
but there is a friend who sticks closer
than a brother.

19
1 Better is the poor who walks in his in-

tegrity
than he who is perverse in his lips and
is a fool.

2 It isn’t good to have zeal without knowl-
edge,

nor being hasty with one’s feet and
missing the way.

3The foolishness of man subverts his way;
his heart rages against the LORD.

4Wealth addsmany friends,
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but the poor is separated from his
friend.

5A false witness shall not be unpunished.
He who pours out lies shall not go free.

6Manywill entreat the favor of a ruler,
and everyone is a friend to a man who
gives gifts.

7All the relatives of the poor shun him;
how much more do his friends avoid
him!

He pursues them with pleas, but they
are gone.

8Hewho gets wisdom loves his own soul.
Hewho keeps understanding shall find
good.

9A false witness shall not be unpunished.
He who utters lies shall perish.

10 Delicate living is not appropriate for a
fool,

much less for a servant to have rule
over princes.

11 The discretion of a man makes him slow
to anger.

It is his glory to overlook an offense.
12 The king’s wrath is like the roaring of a

lion,
but his favor is like dew on the grass.

13A foolish son is the calamity of his father.
A wife’s quarrels are a continual drip-
ping.

14Houseand riches are an inheritance from
fathers,

but a prudent wife is from the LORD.
15 Slothfulness casts into a deep sleep.

The idle soul shall suffer hunger.
16 He who keeps the commandment keeps

his soul,
buthewho is contemptuous inhisways
shall die.

17He who has pity on the poor lends to the
LORD;

he will reward him.
18Discipline your son, for there is hope;

don’t be a willing party to his death.
19 A hot-tempered man must pay the

penalty,
for if you rescue him, you must do it
again.

20Listen to counsel and receive instruction,
that youmaybewise in your latter end.

21There are many plans in aman’s heart,
but the LORD’s counsel will prevail.

22 That which makes a man to be desired is
his kindness.

A poor man is better than a liar.
23 The fear of the LORD leads to life, then

contentment;
he rests and will not be touched by
trouble.

24The sluggard buries his hand in the dish;
he will not so much as bring it to his
mouth again.

25 Flog a scoffer, and the simple will learn
prudence;

rebuke one who has understanding,
and he will gain knowledge.

26He who robs his father and drives away
his mother

is a son who causes shame and brings
reproach.

27 If you stop listening to instruction, my
son,

youwill stray from thewords of knowl-
edge.

28A corrupt witness mocks justice,
and the mouth of the wicked gulps
down iniquity.

29Penalties are prepared for scoffers,
and beatings for the backs of fools.

20
1Wine is a mocker and beer is a brawler.

Whoever is led astray by them is not
wise.

2The terror of a king is like the roaring of a
lion.

He who provokes him to anger forfeits
his own life.

3 It is an honor for aman to keep aloof from
strife,

but every fool will be quarreling.
4The sluggardwill notplowbyreasonof the

winter;
therefore he shall beg in harvest, and
have nothing.

5 Counsel in the heart of man is like deep
water,

but a man of understanding will draw
it out.

6 Many men claim to be men of unfailing
love,

but who can find a faithful man?
7A righteous manwalks in integrity.

Blessed are his children after him.
8A king who sits on the throne of judgment

scatters away all evil with his eyes.
9Who can say, “I havemademy heart pure.

I am clean andwithout sin”?
10 Differing weights and differing mea-

sures,
both of them alike are an abomination
to the LORD.

11Even a childmakes himself known by his
doings,

whether his work is pure, andwhether
it is right.

12The hearing ear, and the seeing eye,
the LORD hasmade even both of them.

13Don’t love sleep, lest you come to poverty.
Open your eyes, and you shall be satis-
fied with bread.

14 “It’s no good, it’s no good,” says the buyer;
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but when he is gone his way, then he
boasts.

15There is gold and abundance of rubies,
but the lips of knowledge are a rare
jewel.

16 Take the garment of one who puts up
collateral for a stranger;

and hold him in pledge for a wayward
woman.

17Fraudulent food is sweet to aman,
but afterwards his mouth is filled with
gravel.

18Plans are established by advice;
by wise guidance you wage war!

19 He who goes about as a tale-bearer re-
veals secrets;

therefore don’t keep company with
himwho opens wide his lips.

20Whoever curses his father or his mother,
his lamp shall beput out inblackness of
darkness.

21 An inheritance quickly gained at the be-
ginning

won’t be blessed in the end.
22Don’t say, “I will pay back evil.”

Wait for theLORD,andhewill saveyou.
23The LORD detests differing weights,

and dishonest scales are not pleasing.
24Aman’s steps are from the LORD;

how then can man understand his
way?

25 It is a snare to a man to make a rash
dedication,

then later to consider his vows.
26Awise king winnows out the wicked,

and drives the threshing wheel over
them.

27The spirit of man is the LORD’s lamp,
searching all his innermost parts.

28Love and faithfulness keep the king safe.
His throne is sustained by love.

29The glory of youngmen is their strength.
The splendor of old men is their gray
hair.

30Wounding blows cleanse away evil,
and beatings purge the innermost
parts.

21
1The king’s heart is in the LORD’s hand like

the watercourses.
He turns it wherever he desires.

2Everywayofaman is right inhisowneyes,
but the LORDweighs the hearts.

3To do righteousness and justice
is more acceptable to the LORD than
sacrifice.

4A high look and a proud heart,
the lamp of the wicked, is sin.

5 The plans of the diligent surely lead to
profit;

and everyone who is hasty surely
rushes to poverty.

6Getting treasures by a lying tongue
is a fleeting vapor for those who seek
death.

7The violence of thewickedwill drive them
away,

because they refuse to do what is right.
8The way of the guilty is devious,

but the conduct of the innocent is up-
right.

9 It is better to dwell in the corner of the
housetop

than to share a house with a con-
tentious woman.

10The soul of the wicked desires evil;
his neighbor finds nomercy in his eyes.

11When themocker is punished, the simple
gains wisdom.

When the wise is instructed, he re-
ceives knowledge.

12TheRighteousOne considers the house of
the wicked,

and brings the wicked to ruin.
13Whoever stops his ears at the cry of the

poor,
he will also cry out, but shall not be
heard.

14A gift in secret pacifies anger,
and a bribe in the cloak, strong wrath.

15 It is joy to the righteous to do justice;
but it is a destruction to the workers of
iniquity.

16 The man who wanders out of the way of
understanding

shall rest in the assembly of the de-
parted spirits.

17Hewho lovespleasurewill beapoorman.
He who loves wine and oil won’t be
rich.

18Thewicked is a ransom for the righteous,
the treacherous for the upright.

19 It is better to dwell in a desert land,
than with a contentious and fretful
woman.

20 There is precious treasure and oil in the
dwelling of the wise,

but a foolishman swallows it up.
21 He who follows after righteousness and

kindness
finds life, righteousness, and honor.

22Awise man scales the city of themighty,
andbringsdown the strengthof its con-
fidence.

23 Whoever guards his mouth and his
tongue

keeps his soul from troubles.
24Theproudandarrogantman—“Scoffer” is

his name—
he works in the arrogance of pride.

25The desire of the sluggard kills him,
for his hands refuse to labor.
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26Thereare thosewhocovet greedilyall day
long;

but the righteous give and don’t with-
hold.

27The sacrifice of thewicked is an abomina-
tion—

how much more, when he brings it
with a wickedmind!

28A false witness will perish.
Amanwho listens speaks to eternity.

29Awickedman hardens his face;
but as for theupright, he establisheshis
ways.

30There is no wisdom nor understanding
nor counsel against the LORD.

31 The horse is prepared for the day of bat-
tle;

but victory is with the LORD.

22
1A good name is more desirable than great

riches,
and loving favor is better than silver
and gold.

2 The rich and the poor have this in com-
mon:

The LORD is themaker of them all.
3 A prudent man sees danger and hides

himself;
but the simple pass on, and suffer for it.

4 The result of humility and the fear of the
LORD

is wealth, honor, and life.
5 Thorns and snares are in the path of the

wicked;
whoever guards his soul stays far from
them.

6Train up a child in the way he should go,
and when he is old he will not depart
from it.

7The rich rule over the poor.
The borrower is servant to the lender.

8Hewho sows wickedness reaps trouble,
and the rod of his fury will be de-
stroyed.

9Hewhohas a generous eyewill be blessed,
for he shares his food with the poor.

10 Drive out the mocker, and strife will go
out;

yes, quarrels and insults will stop.
11He who loves purity of heart and speaks

gracefully
is the king’s friend.

12The LORD’s eyes watch over knowledge,
but he frustrates the words of the un-
faithful.

13 The sluggard says, “There is a lion out-
side!

I will be killed in the streets!”
14Themouth of an adulteress is a deep pit.

He who is under the LORD’s wrath will
fall into it.

15Folly is bound up in the heart of a child;
the rod of discipline drives it far from
him.

16Whoever oppresses the poor for his own
increase and whoever gives to the
rich,

both come to poverty.

17 Turn your ear, and listen to the words of
the wise.

Apply your heart to my teaching.
18For it is a pleasant thing if you keep them

within you,
if all of them are ready on your lips.

19 I teach you today, even you,
so that your trust may be in the LORD.

20 Haven’t I written to you thirty excellent
things

of counsel and knowledge,
21To teach you truth, reliable words,

to give sound answers to the ones who
sent you?

22Don’t exploit the poor because he is poor;
and don’t crush the needy in court;

23 for the LORDwill plead their case,
and plunder the life of those who plun-
der them.

24Don’t befriend a hot-temperedman.
Don’t associate with one who harbors
anger,

25 lest you learn his ways
and ensnare your soul.

26 Don’t you be one of those who strike
hands,

of those who are collateral for debts.
27 If you don’t havemeans to pay,

why should he take away your bed
from under you?

28Don’t move the ancient boundary stone
which your fathers have set up.

29Do you see aman skilled in his work?
He will serve kings.
He won’t serve obscuremen.

23
1When you sit to eat with a ruler,

consider diligently what is before you;
2put a knife to your throat

if you are aman given to appetite.
3Don’t be desirous of his dainties,

since they are deceitful food.
4Don’t weary yourself to be rich.

In your wisdom, show restraint.
5Why do you set your eyes on that which is

not?
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For it certainly sprouts wings like an
eagle and flies in the sky.

6Don’t eat the food of himwho has a stingy
eye,

and don’t crave his delicacies,
7 for as he thinks about the cost, so he is.
“Eat and drink!” he says to you,
but his heart is not with you.

8 You will vomit up the morsel which you
have eaten

andwaste your pleasant words.

9Don’t speak in the ears of a fool,
for he will despise the wisdom of your
words.

10Don’t move the ancient boundary stone.
Don’t encroach on the fields of the fa-
therless,

11 for their Defender is strong.
He will plead their case against you.

12Apply your heart to instruction,
and your ears to the words of knowl-
edge.

13Don’t withhold correction from a child.
If you punish him with the rod, he will
not die.

14Punish himwith the rod,
and save his soul from Sheol.*

15My son, if your heart is wise,
thenmy heart will be glad, evenmine.

16Yes, my heart will rejoice
when your lips speak what is right.

17Don’t let your heart envy sinners,
but rather fear the LORD all day long.

18 Indeed surely there is a future hope,
and your hope will not be cut off.

19Listen, my son, and be wise,
and keep your heart on the right path!

20 Don’t be among ones drinking too much
wine,

or those who gorge themselves on
meat;

21 for the drunkard and the glutton shall
become poor;

and drowsiness clothes them in rags.
22Listen to your father who gave you life,

and don’t despise your mother when
she is old.

23Buy the truth, and don’t sell it.
Get wisdom, discipline, and under-
standing.

24The father of the righteous has great joy.
Whoever fathers a wise child delights
in him.

25Let your father and yourmother be glad!
Let her who bore you rejoice!

26My son, give me your heart;
and let your eyes keep inmyways.

27For a prostitute is a deep pit;
and a wayward wife is a narrowwell.

28Yes, she lies in wait like a robber,
and increases the unfaithful among
men.

29Who has woe?
Who has sorrow?
Who has strife?
Who has complaints?
Who has needless bruises?
Who has bloodshot eyes?

30Those who stay long at the wine;
those who go to seek out mixed wine.

31Don’t look at the wine when it is red,
when it sparkles in the cup,
when it goes down smoothly.

32 In the end, it bites like a snake,
and poisons like a viper.

33Your eyes will see strange things,
and your mind will imagine confusing
things.

34Yes, youwill be as hewho lies down in the
middle of the sea,

or as he who lies on top of the rigging:
35 “They hit me, and I was not hurt!

They beat me, and I don’t feel it!
Whenwill I wake up? I can do it again.
I will look for more.”

24
1Don’t be envious of evil men,

neither desire to be with them;
2 for their hearts plot violence

and their lips talk about mischief.
3Through wisdom a house is built;

by understanding it is established;
4by knowledge the rooms are filled

with all rare and beautiful treasure.
5Awise man has great power.

A knowledgeable man increases
strength,

6 for by wise guidance you wage your war,
and victory is in many advisors.

7Wisdom is too high for a fool.
He doesn’t open his mouth in the gate.

8Onewho plots to do evil
will be called a schemer.

9The schemes of folly are sin.
Themocker is detested bymen.

10 If you falter in the time of trouble,
your strength is small.

11 Rescue those who are being led away to
death!

Indeed, hold back those who are stag-
gering to the slaughter!

12 If you say, “Behold, we didn’t know this,”
doesn’t he who weighs the hearts con-
sider it?

Hewhokeeps your soul, doesn’t he know it?
* 23:14 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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Shall he not render to every man ac-
cording to his work?

13My son, eat honey, for it is good,
the droppings of the honeycomb,
which are sweet to your taste;

14 so you shall know wisdom to be to your
soul.

If you have found it, then there will be
a reward:

Your hope will not be cut off.
15Don’t lay inwait, wickedman, against the

habitation of the righteous.
Don’t destroy his resting place;

16 for a righteousman falls seven times and
rises up again,

but the wicked are overthrown by
calamity.

17Don’t rejoice when your enemy falls.
Don’t let your heart be glad when he is
overthrown,

18 lest the LORD see it, and it displease him,
and he turn away his wrath from him.

19Don’t fret yourself because of evildoers,
neither be envious of the wicked;

20 for there will be no reward to the evil
man.

The lamp of the wicked will be snuffed
out.

21My son, fear the LORD and the king.
Don’t join those who are rebellious,

22 for their calamity will rise suddenly.
Who knows what destruction may
come from them both?

23These also are sayings of the wise:

To show partiality in judgment is not good.
24Hewho says to the wicked, “You are righ-

teous,”
peopleswill cursehim, andnationswill
abhor him—

25but it will go well with those who convict
the guilty,

and a rich blessing will come on them.
26An honest answer

is like a kiss on the lips.
27Prepare your work outside,

and get your fields ready.
Afterwards, build your house.

28Don’t be a witness against your neighbor
without cause.

Don’t deceive with your lips.
29Don’t say, “I will do to him as he has done

to me;
I will repay the man according to his
work.”

30 I went by the field of the sluggard,
by the vineyard of the man void of un-
derstanding.

31Behold, itwas all grownoverwith thorns.
Its surface was covered with nettles,
and its stone wall was broken down.

32Then I saw, and considered well.
I saw, and received instruction:

33a little sleep, a little slumber,
a little folding of the hands to sleep,

34 so your poverty will come as a robber
and your want as an armedman.

25
1 These also are proverbs of Solomon,

which the men of Hezekiah king of Judah
copied out.
2 It is the glory of God to conceal a thing,

but the glory of kings is to search out a
matter.

3 As the heavens for height, and the earth
for depth,

so thehearts of kings areunsearchable.
4Take away the dross from the silver,

andmaterial comes out for the refiner.
5Takeaway thewicked fromtheking’spres-

ence,
and his throne will be established in
righteousness.

6Don’t exalt yourself in the presence of the
king,

or claim a place among great men;
7 for it is better that it be said to you, “Come

up here,”
than that youshouldbeput lower in the
presence of the prince,

whom your eyes have seen.
8Don’t behasty inbringing charges to court.

What will you do in the endwhen your
neighbor shames you?

9Debate your case with your neighbor,
and don’t betray the confidence of an-
other,

10 lest one who hears it put you to
shame,

and your bad reputation never depart.

11Aword fitly spoken
is like apples of gold in settings of silver.

12As an earring of gold, and an ornament of
fine gold,

so is awise reprover to an obedient ear.
13As the cold of snow in the time of harvest,

so is a faithful messenger to those who
send him;

for he refreshes the soul of hismasters.
14As clouds and wind without rain,

so is he who boasts of gifts deceptively.
15By patience a ruler is persuaded.

A soft tongue breaks the bone.
16Have you found honey?

Eat as much as is sufficient for you,
lest you eat toomuch, and vomit it.

17 Let your foot be seldom in your neigh-
bor’s house,

lest he be weary of you, and hate you.
18A man who gives false testimony against

his neighbor
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is like a club, a sword, or a sharp arrow.
19Confidence in someoneunfaithful in time

of trouble
is like a bad tooth or a lame foot.

20As one who takes away a garment in cold
weather,

or vinegar on soda,
so is one who sings songs to a heavy
heart.

21 If your enemy is hungry, give him food to
eat.

If he is thirsty, give himwater to drink;
22 for youwill heap coals of fire on his head,

and the LORDwill reward you.
23The north wind produces rain;

so a backbiting tongue brings an angry
face.

24 It is better to dwell in the corner of the
housetop

than to share a house with a con-
tentious woman.

25Like cold water to a thirsty soul,
so is good news from a far country.

26 Like a muddied spring and a polluted
well,

so is a righteous man who gives way
before the wicked.

27 It is not good to eat much honey,
nor is it honorable to seek one’s own
honor.

28Like a city that is broken down and with-
out walls

is a man whose spirit is without re-
straint.

26
1 Like snow in summer, and as rain in har-

vest,
so honor is not fitting for a fool.

2Like a fluttering sparrow,
like a darting swallow,
so the undeserved curse doesn’t come
to rest.

3Awhip is for the horse,
a bridle for the donkey,
and a rod for the back of fools!

4Don’t answer a fool according to his folly,
lest you also be like him.

5Answer a fool according to his folly,
lest he be wise in his own eyes.

6Onewho sends amessage by the hand of a
fool

is cuttingoff feet anddrinkingviolence.
7Like the legs of the lame that hang loose,

so is a parable in themouth of fools.
8As one who binds a stone in a sling,

so is he who gives honor to a fool.
9 Like a thorn bush that goes into the hand

of a drunkard,
so is a parable in themouth of fools.

10As an archer whowounds all,
so is he who hires a fool

or he who hires those who pass by.
11As a dog that returns to his vomit,

so is a fool who repeats his folly.
12Do you see amanwise in his own eyes?

There is more hope for a fool than for
him.

13 The sluggard says, “There is a lion in the
road!

A fierce lion roams the streets!”
14As the door turns on its hinges,

so does the sluggard on his bed.
15The sluggard buries his hand in the dish.

He is too lazy to bring it back to his
mouth.

16The sluggard is wiser in his own eyes
than seven men who answer with dis-
cretion.

17Like one who grabs a dog’s ears
is one who passes by and meddles in a
quarrel not his own.

18 Like a madman who shoots torches, ar-
rows, and death,

19 is themanwhodeceives his neighbor
and says, “Am I not joking?”

20For lack of wood a fire goes out.
Without gossip, a quarrel dies down.

21As coals are to hot embers,
and wood to fire,
so is a contentious man to kindling
strife.

22 The words of a whisperer are as dainty
morsels,

they go down into the innermost parts.
23Like silver dross on an earthen vessel

are the lips of a fervent onewith an evil
heart.

24 A malicious man disguises himself with
his lips,

but he harbors evil in his heart.
25 When his speech is charming, don’t be-

lieve him,
for there are seven abominations in his
heart.

26 His malice may be concealed by decep-
tion,

but his wickedness will be exposed in
the assembly.

27Whoever digs a pit shall fall into it.
Whoever rolls a stone, itwill comeback
on him.

28A lying tongue hates those it hurts;
and a flatteringmouth works ruin.

27
1Don’t boast about tomorrow;

for you don’t know what a day may
bring.

2Let another man praise you,
and not your ownmouth;
a stranger, and not your own lips.

3A stone is heavy,
and sand is a burden;
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but a fool’s provocation is heavier than
both.

4Wrath is cruel,
and anger is overwhelming;
but who is able to stand before jeal-
ousy?

5Better is open rebuke
than hidden love.

6The wounds of a friend are faithful,
although the kisses of an enemy are
profuse.

7A full soul loathes a honeycomb;
but to a hungry soul, every bitter thing
is sweet.

8As a bird that wanders from her nest,
so is a man who wanders from his
home.

9 Perfume and incense bring joy to the
heart;

so does earnest counsel from a man’s
friend.

10 Don’t forsake your friend and your fa-
ther’s friend.

Don’t go to your brother’s house in the
day of your disaster.

A neighbor who is near is better than a
distant brother.

11Be wise, my son,
and bring joy to my heart,
then I can answermy tormentor.

12 A prudent man sees danger and takes
refuge;

but the simple pass on, and suffer for it.
13Take his garment when he puts up collat-

eral for a stranger.
Hold it for a wayward woman!

14He who blesses his neighbor with a loud
voice early in themorning,

it will be taken as a curse by him.
15A continual dropping on a rainy day

and a contentious wife are alike:
16 restraining her is like restraining the

wind,
or like grasping oil in his right hand.

17 Iron sharpens iron;
so a man sharpens his friend’s counte-
nance.

18 Whoever tends the fig tree shall eat its
fruit.

He who looks after his master shall be
honored.

19Like water reflects a face,
so aman’s heart reflects theman.

20 Sheol* and Abaddon are never satisfied;
and aman’s eyes are never satisfied.

21The crucible is for silver,
and the furnace for gold;
but man is refined by his praise.

22Though you grind a fool in a mortar with
a pestle along with grain,

yet his foolishness will not be removed
from him.

23Knowwell the state of your flocks,
and pay attention to your herds,

24 for riches are not forever,
nor does the crown endure to all gener-
ations.

25The hay is removed, and the new growth
appears,

the grasses of the hills are gathered in.
26The lambs are for your clothing,

and the goats are the price of a field.
27 There will be plenty of goats’ milk for

your food,
for your family’s food,
and for the nourishment of your ser-
vant girls.

28
1The wicked flee when no one pursues;

but the righteous are as bold as a lion.
2 In rebellion, a land has many rulers,

but order is maintained by a man of
understanding and knowledge.

3A needymanwho oppresses the poor
is like a driving rain which leaves no
crops.

4 Those who forsake the law praise the
wicked;

but those who keep the law contend
with them.

5Evil men don’t understand justice;
but those who seek the LORD under-
stand it fully.

6 Better is the poor who walks in his in-
tegrity

than he who is perverse in his ways,
and he is rich.

7Whoever keeps the law is a wise son;
but he who is a companion of gluttons
shames his father.

8He who increases his wealth by excessive
interest

gathers it for one who has pity on the
poor.

9He who turns away his ear from hearing
the law,

even his prayer is an abomination.
10Whoever causes the upright to go astray

in an evil way,
he will fall into his own trap;
but the blameless will inherit good.

11The richman is wise in his own eyes;
but the poor who has understanding
sees through him.

12 When the righteous triumph, there is
great glory;

* 27:20 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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but when the wicked rise, men hide
themselves.

13Hewho conceals his sins doesn’t prosper,
but whoever confesses and renounces
them findsmercy.

14Blessed is themanwho always fears;
but onewhohardenshisheart falls into
trouble.

15As a roaring lion or a charging bear,
so is a wicked ruler over helpless peo-
ple.

16A tyrannical ruler lacks judgment.
One who hates ill-gotten gain will have
long days.

17 A man who is tormented by blood guilt
will be a fugitive until death.

No one will support him.
18Whoever walks blamelessly is kept safe;

but one with perverse ways will fall
suddenly.

19 One who works his land will have an
abundance of food;

but one who chases fantasies will have
his fill of poverty.

20A faithful man is rich with blessings;
but one who is eager to be rich will not
go unpunished.

21To show partiality is not good,
yet a man will do wrong for a piece of
bread.

22A stingyman hurries after riches,
and doesn’t know that poverty waits
for him.

23 One who rebukes a man will afterward
findmore favor

than one who flatters with the tongue.
24 Whoever robs his father or his mother

and says, “It’s not wrong,”
is a partner with a destroyer.

25Onewho is greedy stirs up strife;
but one who trusts in the LORD will
prosper.

26Onewho trusts in himself is a fool;
but one who walks in wisdom is kept
safe.

27Onewho gives to the poor has no lack;
but one who closes his eyes will have
many curses.

28 When the wicked rise, men hide them-
selves;

but when they perish, the righteous
thrive.

29
1 He who is often rebuked and stiffens his

neck
will be destroyed suddenly, with no
remedy.

2When the righteous thrive, the people re-
joice;

but when the wicked rule, the people
groan.

3 Whoever loves wisdom brings joy to his
father;

but a companion of prostitutes squan-
ders his wealth.

4The king by justice makes the land stable,
but he who takes bribes tears it down.

5Amanwho flatters his neighbor
spreads a net for his feet.

6An evil man is snared by his sin,
but the righteous can sing and be glad.

7 The righteous care about justice for the
poor.

The wicked aren’t concerned about
knowledge.

8Mockers stir up a city,
but wise men turn away anger.

9 If a wise man goes to court with a foolish
man,

the fool rages or scoffs, and there is no
peace.

10The bloodthirsty hate aman of integrity;
and they seek the life of the upright.

11A fool vents all of his anger,
but a wise man brings himself under
control.

12 If a ruler listens to lies,
all of his officials are wicked.

13 The poor man and the oppressor have
this in common:

The LORD gives sight to the eyes of
both.

14The king who fairly judges the poor,
his throne shall be established forever.

15The rod of correction gives wisdom,
but a child left to himself causes shame
to his mother.

16When the wicked increase, sin increases;
but the righteous will see their down-
fall.

17 Correct your son, and he will give you
peace;

yes, he will bring delight to your soul.
18Where there is no revelation, the people

cast off restraint;
but one who keeps the law is blessed.

19A servant can’t be corrected by words.
Though he understands, yet he will not
respond.

20 Do you see a man who is hasty in his
words?

There is more hope for a fool than for
him.

21Hewho pampers his servant from youth
will have him become a son in the end.

22An angryman stirs up strife,
and a wrathful man abounds in sin.

23Aman’s pride brings him low,
but one of lowly spirit gains honor.

24Whoever is an accomplice of a thief is an
enemy of his own soul.

He takes an oath, but dares not testify.
25The fear of man proves to be a snare,
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but whoever puts his trust in the LORD
is kept safe.

26Many seek the ruler’s favor,
but a man’s justice comes from the
LORD.

27A dishonest man detests the righteous,
and the upright in theirways detest the
wicked.

30
1 The words of Agur the son of Jakeh, the

revelation:
the man says to Ithiel,

to Ithiel and Ucal:
2 “Surely I am themost ignorant man,

and don’t have aman’s understanding.
3 I have not learned wisdom,

neither do I have the knowledge of the
Holy One.

4 Who has ascended up into heaven, and
descended?

Who has gathered thewind in his fists?
Who has bound the waters in his gar-
ment?

Who has established all the ends of the
earth?

What is his name, and what is his son’s
name, if you know?

5 “Every word of God is flawless.
He is a shield to those who take refuge
in him.

6Don’t you add to his words,
lest he reprove you, and you be found a
liar.

7 “Two things I have asked of you.
Don’t denyme before I die.

8Remove far fromme falsehood and lies.
Give me neither poverty nor riches.
Feed me with the food that is needful
for me,

9 lest I be full, deny you, and say, ‘Who is the
LORD?’

or lest I be poor, and steal,
and so dishonor the name of my God.

10 “Don’t slander a servant to his master,
lest he curse you, and you be held
guilty.

11 There is a generation that curses their
father,

and doesn’t bless their mother.
12There is a generation that is pure in their

own eyes,
yet are not washed from their filthi-
ness.

13 There is a generation, oh how lofty are
their eyes!

Their eyelids are lifted up.

14There is a generationwhose teeth are like
swords,

and their jaws like knives,
to devour the poor from the earth, and
the needy from amongmen.

15 “The leech has two daughters:
‘Give, give.’

“There are three things that are never satis-
fied;

four that don’t say, ‘Enough!’:
16 Sheol,*
the barren womb,
the earth that is not satisfied with wa-
ter,

and the fire that doesn’t say, ‘Enough!’
17 “The eye that mocks at his father,

and scorns obedience to his mother,
the ravens of the valley shall pick it out,
the young eagles shall eat it.

18 “There are three things which are too
amazing for me,

four which I don’t understand:
19The way of an eagle in the air,
the way of a serpent on a rock,
the way of a ship in the middle of the
sea,

and the way of a manwith amaiden.
20 “So is the way of an adulterous woman:

She eats and wipes her mouth,
and says, ‘I have done nothing wrong.’

21 “For three things the earth trembles,
and under four, it can’t bear up:
22For a servant when he is king,
a fool when he is filled with food,
23 for an unloved woman when she is
married,

and a servant who is heir to her mis-
tress.

24 “There are four things which are little on
the earth,

but they are exceedingly wise:
25The ants are not a strong people,
yet they provide their food in the sum-
mer.

26The hyraxes are but a feeble folk,
yetmake they their houses in the rocks.
27The locusts have no king,
yet they advance in ranks.
28 You can catch a lizard with your
hands,

yet it is in kings’ palaces.
29 “There are three things which are stately

in their march,
four which are stately in going:

* 30:16 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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30 The lion, which is mightiest among
animals,

and doesn’t turn away for any;
31 the greyhound;
themale goat;
and the king against whom there is no
rising up.

32 “If you have done foolishly in lifting up
yourself,

or if you have thought evil,
put your hand over yourmouth.

33For as the churning of milk produces
butter,

and the wringing of the nose produces
blood,

so the forcingofwrathproduces strife.”

31
1 The words of King Lemuel—the revela-

tion which his mother taught him:

2 “Oh, my son!
Oh, son of mywomb!
Oh, son of my vows!

3Don’t give your strength to women,
nor your ways to that which destroys
kings.

4 It is not for kings, Lemuel,
it is not for kings to drink wine,
nor for princes to say, ‘Where is strong
drink?’

5 lest they drink, and forget the law,
and pervert the justice due to anyone
who is afflicted.

6 Give strong drink to him who is ready to
perish,

and wine to the bitter in soul.
7Let him drink, and forget his poverty,

and remember his misery nomore.
8Open yourmouth for themute,

in the cause of all who are left desolate.
9Open yourmouth, judge righteously,

and serve justice to the poor and
needy.”

10 *Who can find a worthy woman?
For her value is far above rubies.

11The heart of her husband trusts in her.
He shall have no lack of gain.

12 She does him good, and not harm,
all the days of her life.

13 She seeks wool and flax,
and works eagerly with her hands.

14 She is like themerchant ships.
She brings her bread from afar.

15 She rises also while it is yet night,
gives food to her household,
and portions for her servant girls.

16 She considers a field, and buys it.

With the fruit of her hands, she plants
a vineyard.

17 She arms her waist with strength,
andmakes her arms strong.

18 She perceives that her merchandise is
profitable.

Her lamp doesn’t go out by night.
19 She lays her hands to the distaff,

and her hands hold the spindle.
20 She opens her arms to the poor;

yes, she extends her hands to the
needy.

21 She is not afraid of the snow for her
household,

for all her household are clothed with
scarlet.

22 Shemakes for herself carpets of tapestry.
Her clothing is fine linen and purple.

23Her husband is respected in the gates,
when he sits among the elders of the
land.

24Shemakes linen garments and sells them,
and delivers sashes to themerchant.

25 Strength and dignity are her clothing.
She laughs at the time to come.

26 She opens her mouth with wisdom.
Kind instruction is on her tongue.

27 She looks well to the ways of her house-
hold,

and doesn’t eat the bread of idleness.
28Her children rise up and call her blessed.

Her husband also praises her:
29 “Manywomen do noble things,

but you excel them all.”
30Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain;

but a woman who fears the LORD, she
shall be praised.

31Give her of the fruit of her hands!
Let her works praise her in the gates!

* 31:10 Proverbs 31:10-31 form an acrostic, with each verse starting with each letter of the Hebrew alphabet, in order.
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Ecclesiastes
or, The Preacher

1 The words of the Preacher, the son of
David, king in Jerusalem:

2 “Vanity of vanities,” says the Preacher;
“Vanity of vanities, all is vanity.” 3 What
does man gain from all his labor in which
he labors under the sun? 4One generation
goes, and another generation comes; but
the earth remains forever. 5 The sun also
rises, and the sun goes down, and hurries
to its place where it rises. 6 The wind goes
toward the south, and turns around to the
north. It turnsaroundcontinuallyas it goes,
and the wind returns again to its courses.
7All the rivers run into the sea, yet the sea is
not full. To the place where the rivers flow,
there they flow again. 8 All things are full
of weariness beyond uttering. The eye is
not satisfied with seeing, nor the ear filled
with hearing. 9That which has been is that
which shall be, and that which has been
done is that which shall be done; and there
is no new thing under the sun. 10 Is there
a thing of which it may be said, “Behold,*
this is new”? It has been long ago, in the
ages which were before us. 11 There is no
memory of the former; neither shall there
be any memory of the latter that are to
come, among those that shall come after.

12 I, the Preacher, was king over Israel in
Jerusalem. 13 I appliedmyheart to seek and
to search out bywisdomconcerning all that
is done under the sky. It is a heavy burden
that God† has given to the sons of men to be
afflicted with. 14 I have seen all the works
that are done under the sun; and behold, all
is vanity and a chasing after wind. 15 That
which is crooked can’t be made straight;
and that which is lacking can’t be counted.
16 I said to myself, “Behold, I have obtained
for myself great wisdom above all who
were beforeme in Jerusalem. Yes, my heart
has had great experience of wisdom and
knowledge.” 17 I applied my heart to know
wisdom, and to know madness and folly. I
perceived that this also was a chasing after
wind. 18For inmuchwisdom is much grief;
and he who increases knowledge increases
sorrow.

2
1 I said inmy heart, “Come now, I will test

you with mirth; therefore enjoy pleasure;”
and behold, this also was vanity. 2 I said of
laughter, “It is foolishness;” and of mirth,
“What does it accomplish?”

3 I searched in my heart how to cheer
my flesh with wine, my heart yet guiding
me with wisdom, and how to lay hold of
folly, until I might see what it was good for
the sons of men that they should do under
heaven all the days of their lives. 4 I made
myself great works. I built myself houses. I
planted myself vineyards. 5 I made myself
gardens and parks, and I planted trees in
them of all kinds of fruit. 6 I made myself
pools of water, to water the forest where
trees were grown. 7 I bought male servants
and female servants, andhadservantsborn
inmy house. I also had great possessions of
herds andflocks, aboveallwhowerebefore
me in Jerusalem. 8 I also gathered silver and
gold for myself, and the treasure of kings
and of the provinces. I got myself male and
female singers, and the delights of the sons
of men: musical instruments of all sorts.
9So Iwas great, and increasedmore thanall
who were before me in Jerusalem. My wis-
dom also remained with me. 10 Whatever
my eyes desired, I didn’t keep from them. I
didn’t withhold my heart from any joy, for
my heart rejoiced because of all my labor,
and this was my portion from all my labor.
11 Then I looked at all the works that my
hands had worked, and at the labor that
I had labored to do; and behold, all was
vanity and a chasing after wind, and there
was no profit under the sun.

12 I turned myself to consider wisdom,
madness, and folly; for what can the king’s
successor do? Just that which has been
done long ago. 13 Then I saw that wisdom
excels folly, as far as light excels darkness.
14 The wise man’s eyes are in his head, and
the fool walks in darkness—and yet I per-
ceived that one event happens to them all.
15Then I said in my heart, “As it happens to
the fool, so will it happen even to me; and
why was I then more wise?” Then I said in
my heart that this also is vanity. 16 For of
thewiseman, even as of the fool, there is no
memory forever, since in the days to come
all will have been long forgotten. Indeed,
the wise manmust die just like the fool!

17 So I hated life, because the work that is
worked under the sun was grievous to me;
for all is vanity and a chasing after wind.
18 I hated all my labor in which I labored
under the sun, because Imust leave it to the
man who comes after me. 19 Who knows
whether he will be a wise man or a fool?
Yet he will have rule over all of my labor in
which I have labored, and in which I have
shownmyself wise under the sun. This also
is vanity.

* 1:10 “Behold”, from “”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection. † 1:13
The Hebrewword rendered “God” is “” (Elohim).
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20Therefore I began to cause my heart to
despair concerning all the labor in which
I had labored under the sun. 21 For there
is a man whose labor is with wisdom, with
knowledge, and with skillfulness; yet he
shall leave it for his portion to a man who
hasnot labored for it. This also is vanity and
a great evil. 22For what does a man have of
all his labor and of the striving of his heart,
in which he labors under the sun? 23For all
his days are sorrows, andhis travail is grief;
yes, even in the night his heart takes no
rest. This also is vanity. 24 There is nothing
better for aman than that he should eat and
drink, and make his soul enjoy good in his
labor. This also I saw, that it is from the
hand of God. 25Forwho can eat, orwho can
have enjoyment, more than I? 26 For to the
man who pleases him, God gives wisdom,
knowledge, and joy; but to the sinner he
gives travail, to gather and to heap up, that
he may give to him who pleases God. This
also is vanity and a chasing after wind.

3
1 For everything there is a season, and a

time for every purpose under heaven:
2a time to be born,

and a time to die;
a time to plant,

and a time to pluck up that which is
planted;

3a time to kill,
and a time to heal;

a time to break down,
and a time to build up;

4a time to weep,
and a time to laugh;

a time tomourn,
and a time to dance;

5a time to cast away stones,
and a time to gather stones together;

a time to embrace,
and a time to refrain from embracing;

6a time to seek,
and a time to lose;

a time to keep,
and a time to cast away;

7a time to tear,
and a time to sew;

a time to keep silence,
and a time to speak;

8a time to love,
and a time to hate;

a time for war,
and a time for peace.

9What profit has he who works in that in
which he labors? 10 I have seen the burden
which God has given to the sons of men to
beafflictedwith. 11Hehasmadeeverything
beautiful in its time. Hehas also set eternity
in their hearts, yet so that man can’t find

out the work that God has done from the
beginning even to the end. 12 I know that
there is nothing better for them than to
rejoice, and to do good as long as they live.
13Also that everyman should eat anddrink,
and enjoy good in all his labor, is the gift of
God. 14 I know that whatever God does, it
shall be forever. Nothing can be added to
it, nor anything taken from it; and God has
done it, that men should fear before him.
15That which is has been long ago, and that
which is to be has been long ago. God seeks
again that which is passed away.

16 Moreover I saw under the sun, in
the place of justice, that wickedness was
there; and in the place of righteousness,
that wickedness was there. 17 I said in my
heart, “God will judge the righteous and
the wicked; for there is a time there for
every purpose and for every work.” 18 I
said in my heart, “As for the sons of men,
God tests them, so that they may see that
they themselves are like animals. 19For that
which happens to the sons of men happens
to animals. Even one thing happens to
them. As the one dies, so the other dies.
Yes, they have all one breath; and man
has no advantage over the animals, for all
is vanity. 20 All go to one place. All are
from the dust, and all turn to dust again.
21Who knows the spirit of man, whether it
goes upward, and the spirit of the animal,
whether it goes downward to the earth?”

22 Therefore I saw that there is nothing
better than that a man should rejoice in his
works, for that is his portion; for who can
bring him to see what will be after him?

4
1 Then I returned and saw all the op-

pressions that are done under the sun:
and behold, the tears of those who were
oppressed, and they had no comforter;
and on the side of their oppressors there
was power; but they had no comforter.
2 Therefore I praised the dead who have
been long dead more than the living who
are yet alive. 3Yes, better than them both is
himwhohas not yet been,whohas not seen
the evil work that is done under the sun.
4 Then I saw all the labor and achievement
that is the envy of a man’s neighbor. This
also is vanity and a striving after wind.

5 The fool folds his hands together and
ruins himself. 6 Better is a handful, with
quietness, than two handfuls with labor
and chasing after wind.

7 Then I returned and saw vanity under
the sun. 8 There is one who is alone, and
he has neither son nor brother. There is no
end to all of his labor, neither are his eyes
satisfied with wealth. “For whom then do I
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labor and deprive my soul of enjoyment?”
This also is vanity. Yes, it is a miserable
business.

9 Two are better than one, because they
have a good reward for their labor. 10For if
they fall, the one will lift up his fellow; but
woe to him who is alone when he falls, and
doesn’t haveanother to lift himup. 11Again,
if two lie together, then they have warmth;
but how can one keep warm alone? 12 If a
man prevails against one who is alone, two
shall withstand him; and a threefold cord is
not quickly broken.

13 Better is a poor and wise youth than
an old and foolish king who doesn’t know
how to receive admonition anymore. 14For
out of prison he came out to be king; yes,
even in his kingdom he was born poor. 15 I
saw all the living who walk under the sun,
that they were with the youth, the other,
who succeeded him. 16There was no end of
all the people, even of all them over whom
he was—yet those who come after shall not
rejoice in him. Surely this also is vanity and
a chasing after wind.

5
1Guard your steps when you go to God’s

house; for to draw near to listen is better
than to give the sacrifice of fools, for they
don’t know that they do evil. 2 Don’t be
rash with your mouth, and don’t let your
heart be hasty to utter anything beforeGod;
for God is in heaven, and you on earth.
Therefore let your words be few. 3 For as a
dream comes with a multitude of cares, so
a fool’s speech with a multitude of words.
4When you vow a vow to God, don’t defer
to pay it; for he has no pleasure in fools.
Pay that which you vow. 5 It is better that
you should not vow, than that you should
vow and not pay. 6Don’t allow your mouth
to lead you into sin. Don’t protest before
themessenger that thiswas amistake. Why
should God be angry at your voice, and
destroy thework of your hands? 7For in the
multitude of dreams there are vanities, as
well as in many words; but you must fear
God.

8 If you see the oppression of the poor,
and the violent taking away of justice and
righteousness in a district, don’t marvel
at the matter, for one official is eyed by
a higher one, and there are officials over
them. 9Moreover the profit of the earth is
for all. The king profits from the field.

10 He who loves silver shall not be sat-
isfied with silver, nor he who loves abun-
dance, with increase. This also is vanity.
11Whengoods increase, thosewhoeat them
are increased; and what advantage is there

to its owner, except to feast on themwithhis
eyes?

12 The sleep of a laboring man is sweet,
whether he eats little or much; but the
abundance of the rich will not allow him to
sleep.

13 There is a grievous evil which I have
seen under the sun: wealth kept by its
owner to his harm. 14 Those riches perish
bymisfortune, and if he has fathered a son,
there is nothing in his hand. 15As he came
out of his mother’s womb, naked shall he
go again as he came, and shall take nothing
for his labor, which he may carry away in
his hand. 16 This also is a grievous evil,
that in all points as he came, so shall he go.
And what profit does he have who labors
for the wind? 17All his days he also eats in
darkness, he is frustrated, and has sickness
and wrath.

18 Behold, that which I have seen to be
good and proper is for one to eat and to
drink, and to enjoy good in all his labor, in
which he labors under the sun, all the days
of his life which God has given him; for this
is his portion. 19 Every man also to whom
God has given riches and wealth, and has
given him power to eat of it, and to take
his portion, and to rejoice in his labor—this
is the gift of God. 20 For he shall not often
reflect on the days of his life, because God
occupies himwith the joy of his heart.

6
1There is an evil which I have seen under

the sun, and it is heavy on men: 2 a man to
whom God gives riches, wealth, and honor,
so that he lacks nothing for his soul of all
that he desires, yet God gives him no power
to eat of it, but an alien eats it. This is vanity,
and it is an evil disease.

3 If aman fathers ahundred children, and
lives many years, so that the days of his
years are many, but his soul is not filled
with good, and moreover he has no burial,
I say that a stillborn child is better than
he; 4 for it comes in vanity, and departs
in darkness, and its name is covered with
darkness. 5Moreover it hasnot seen the sun
nor known it. This has rest rather than the
other. 6Yes, thoughhe live a thousand years
twice told, and yet fails to enjoy good, don’t
all go to one place? 7 All the labor of man
is for his mouth, and yet the appetite is not
filled. 8 For what advantage has the wise
more than the fool? Whathas thepoorman,
that knows how to walk before the living?
9 Better is the sight of the eyes than the
wandering of the desire. This also is vanity
and a chasing after wind. 10Whatever has
been, its name was given long ago; and it is
knownwhatman is; neither canhe contend
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with him who is mightier than he. 11 For
there are many words that create vanity.
What does that profit man? 12 For who
knows what is good for man in life, all the
days of his vain life which he spends like a
shadow? For who can tell a man what will
be after him under the sun?

7
1Agoodname isbetter thanfineperfume;

and the day of death better than the day
of one’s birth. 2 It is better to go to the
house of mourning than to go to the house
of feasting; for that is theendofallmen, and
the living should take this to heart. 3Sorrow
is better than laughter; for by the sadness of
the face the heart is made good. 4The heart
of the wise is in the house of mourning;
but the heart of fools is in the house of
mirth. 5 It is better to hear the rebuke of
the wise than for a man to hear the song of
fools. 6For as the crackling of thorns under
a pot, so is the laughter of the fool. This
also is vanity. 7 Surely extortion makes the
wise man foolish; and a bribe destroys the
understanding. 8Better is the end of a thing
than its beginning.
The patient in spirit is better than the

proud in spirit. 9 Don’t be hasty in your
spirit to be angry, for anger rests in the
bosom of fools. 10Don’t say, “Why were the
former days better than these?” For you do
not ask wisely about this.

11 Wisdom is as good as an inheritance.
Yes, it is more excellent for those who see
the sun. 12 For wisdom is a defense, even
asmoney is a defense; but the excellency of
knowledge is thatwisdompreserves the life
of himwho has it.

13 Consider the work of God, for who
can make that straight which he has made
crooked? 14 In the day of prosperity be
joyful, and in the day of adversity consider;
yes, God hasmade the one side by sidewith
the other, to the end that man should not
find out anything after him.

15All this I have seen inmydays of vanity:
there is a righteousmanwhoperishes inhis
righteousness, and there is a wicked man
who lives long in his evildoing. 16 Don’t
be overly righteous, neither make yourself
overly wise. Why should you destroy your-
self? 17 Don’t be too wicked, neither be
foolish. Why should you die before your
time? 18 It is good that you should take hold
of this. Yes, also don’t withdraw your hand
from that; for he who fears God will come
out of them all. 19Wisdom is a strength to
the wisemanmore than ten rulers who are
in a city. 20 Surely there is not a righteous
man on earth who does good and doesn’t
sin. 21Also don’t take heed to all words that

are spoken, lest youhearyour servant curse
you; 22 for often your own heart knows that
you yourself have likewise cursed others.
23All this I have proved inwisdom. I said, “I
will bewise;” but itwas far fromme. 24That
which is, is far off and exceedingly deep.
Who can find it out? 25 I turned around,
andmy heart sought to know and to search
out, and to seek wisdom and the scheme
of things, and to know that wickedness is
stupidity, and that foolishness is madness.

26 I find more bitter than death the
woman whose heart is snares and traps,
whose hands are chains. Whoever pleases
God shall escape from her; but the sinner
will be ensnared by her.

27 “Behold, I have found this,” says the
Preacher, “to one another, to find an ex-
planation 28 which my soul still seeks, but
I have not found. I have found one man
among a thousand, but I have not found a
woman among all those. 29 Behold, I have
only found this: that God made mankind
upright; but they search for many inven-
tions.”

8
1 Who is like the wise man? And who

knows the interpretation of a thing? A
man’swisdommakeshis face shine, and the
hardness of his face is changed.

2 I say, “Keep the king’s command!” be-
cause of the oath to God. 3 Don’t be hasty
to go out of his presence. Don’t persist in
an evil thing, for he does whatever pleases
him, 4 for the king’s word is supreme. Who
can say to him, “What are you doing?”
5 Whoever keeps the commandment shall
not come to harm, and his wise heart will
know the time and procedure. 6For there is
a time and procedure for every purpose, al-
though the misery of man is heavy on him.
7For he doesn’t know thatwhichwill be; for
who can tell him how it will be? 8 There
is no man who has power over the spirit
to contain the spirit; neither does he have
power over the day of death. There is no
discharge in war; neither shall wickedness
deliver those who practice it.

9All this Ihaveseen, andappliedmymind
to every work that is done under the sun.
There is a time inwhichonemanhaspower
over another to his hurt. 10 So I saw the
wicked buried. Indeed they came also from
holiness. They went and were forgotten
in the city where they did this. This also
is vanity. 11 Because sentence against an
evil work is not executed speedily, there-
fore the heart of the sons of men is fully
set in them to do evil. 12 Though a sinner
commits crimes a hundred times, and lives
long, yet surely I know that it will be better
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with those who fear God, who are reverent
before him. 13 But it shall not be well with
the wicked, neither shall he lengthen days
like a shadow, because he doesn’t fear God.

14 There is a vanity which is done on
the earth, that there are righteous men to
whom it happens according to the work of
the wicked. Again, there are wickedmen to
whom it happens according to the work of
the righteous. I said that this also is vanity.
15Then I commendedmirth, because aman
has no better thing under the sun than to
eat, to drink, and to be joyful: for that will
accompany him in his labor all the days of
his life which God has given him under the
sun.

16When I applied my heart to know wis-
dom, and to see the business that is done on
theearth (even thougheyes seenosleepday
or night), 17 then I saw all the work of God,
thatmancan’t findout thework that is done
under the sun, because however much a
man labors to seek it out, yet he won’t find
it. Yeseven thoughawisemanthinkshecan
comprehend it, he won’t be able to find it.

9
1 For all this I laid to my heart, even to

explore all this: that the righteous, and
the wise, and their works, are in the hand
of God; whether it is love or hatred, man
doesn’t know it; all is before them. 2 All
things come alike to all. There is one event
to the righteous and to the wicked; to the
good, to the clean, to the unclean, to him
who sacrifices, and to himwho doesn’t sac-
rifice. As is thegood, so is the sinner; hewho
takesanoath, ashewho fearsanoath. 3This
is an evil in all that is done under the sun,
that there is one event to all. Yes also, the
heart of the sons of men is full of evil, and
madness is in their heart while they live,
and after that they go to the dead. 4 For to
himwho is joinedwith all the living there is
hope; for a living dog is better than a dead
lion. 5 For the living know that they will
die, but the dead don’t know anything, nei-
ther do they have any more a reward; for
their memory is forgotten. 6Also their love,
their hatred, and their envy has perished
long ago; neither do they any longer have
a portion forever in anything that is done
under the sun.

7 Go your way—eat your bread with joy,
and drink your wine with a merry heart;
for God has already accepted your works.
8 Let your garments be always white, and
don’t let your head lack oil. 9 Live joyfully
with the wife whom you love all the days
of your life of vanity, which he has given

you under the sun, all your days of van-
ity, for that is your portion in life, and in
your labor in which you labor under the
sun. 10Whatever your hand finds to do, do
it with your might; for there is no work,
nor plan, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in
Sheol,* where you are going.

11 I returned and saw under the sun that
the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to
thestrong, neitheryetbread to thewise, nor
yet riches to men of understanding, nor yet
favor to men of skill; but time and chance
happen to them all. 12 For man also doesn’t
know his time. As the fish that are taken
in an evil net, and as the birds that are
caught in the snare, even so are the sons
of men snared in an evil time, when it falls
suddenly on them.

13 I have also seen wisdom under the
sun in this way, and it seemed great to
me. 14 There was a little city, and few men
within it; and a great king came against
it, besieged it, and built great bulwarks
against it. 15 Now a poor wise man was
found in it, and he by his wisdom delivered
the city; yet noman remembered that same
poor man. 16 Then I said, “Wisdom is bet-
ter than strength.” Nevertheless the poor
man’s wisdom is despised, and his words
are not heard. 17 The words of the wise
heard in quiet are better than the cry of
him who rules among fools. 18 Wisdom is
better thanweapons of war; but one sinner
destroys much good.

10
1Dead flies cause the oil of the perfumer to

produce an evil odor;
so does a little folly outweigh wisdom
and honor.

2Awise man’s heart is at his right hand,
but a fool’s heart at his left. 3 Yes also
when the fool walks by the way, his
understanding fails him, and he says
to everyone that he is a fool. 4 If
the spirit of the ruler rises up against
you, don’t leave your place; for gen-
tleness lays great offenses to rest.

5There is an evil which I have seen under
the sun, the sort of error which proceeds
from the ruler. 6 Folly is set in great dig-
nity, and the rich sit in a low place. 7 I
have seen servants on horses, and princes
walking like servants on the earth. 8 He
who digs a pit may fall into it; and whoever
breaks through a wall may be bitten by a
snake. 9Whoever carves out stones may be
injured by them. Whoever splits woodmay
be endangeredby it. 10 If the ax is blunt, and

* 9:10 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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one doesn’t sharpen the edge, then hemust
use more strength; but skill brings success.

11 If the snake bites before it is charmed,
then is there no profit for the charmer’s
tongue. 12Thewords of awiseman’smouth
are gracious; but a fool is swallowed by his
own lips. 13 The beginning of the words of
his mouth is foolishness; and the end of his
talk is mischievous madness. 14A fool also
multiplies words.
Man doesn’t know what will be; and that

which will be after him, who can tell him?
15 The labor of fools wearies every one of
them; for he doesn’t know how to go to the
city.
16 Woe to you, land, when your king is a

child,
and your princes eat in themorning!

17 Happy are you, land, when your king is
the son of nobles,

and your princes eat in due season,
for strength, and not for drunkenness!

18By slothfulness the roof sinks in;
and through idleness of the hands the
house leaks.

19A feast is made for laughter,
and winemakes the life glad;
andmoney is the answer for all things.

20 Don’t curse the king, no, not in your
thoughts;

and don’t curse the rich in your bed-
room,

for a bird of the sky may carry your
voice,

and that which has wings may tell the
matter.

11
1Cast your bread on the waters;
for you shall find it after many days.

2Give a portion to seven, yes, even to eight;
for you don’t knowwhat evil will be on
the earth.

3 If the clouds are full of rain, they empty
themselves on the earth;

and if a tree falls toward the south, or
toward the north,

in the place where the tree falls, there
shall it be.

4Hewho observes the wind won’t sow;
and he who regards the clouds won’t
reap.

5As you don’t know what is the way of the
wind,

norhow thebones grow in thewombof
her who is with child;

even soyoudon’t knowtheworkofGod
who does all.

6 In themorning sow your seed,
and in the evening don’t withhold your
hand;

for you don’t know which will prosper,
whether this or that,

or whether they both will be equally
good.

7Truly the light is sweet,
and it is a pleasant thing for the eyes to
see the sun.

8 Yes, if a man lives many years, let him
rejoice in them all;

but let him remember the days of dark-
ness, for they shall be many.

All that comes is vanity.
9Rejoice, youngman, in your youth,

and let yourheart cheer you in the days
of your youth,

and walk in the ways of your heart,
and in the sight of your eyes;
but know that for all these things God
will bring you into judgment.

10 Therefore remove sorrow from your
heart,

and put away evil from your flesh;
for youth and the dawn of life are van-
ity.

12
1Remember also your Creator in the days

of your youth,
before theevildayscome, and theyears
draw near,

when you will say, “I have no pleasure
in them;”

2Before the sun, the light, themoon, and the
stars are darkened,

and the clouds return after the rain;
3 in the day when the keepers of the house

shall tremble,
and the strong men shall bow them-
selves,

and the grinders cease because they
are few,

and those who look out of thewindows
are darkened,

4and the doors shall be shut in the street;
when the sound of the grinding is low,
and one shall rise up at the voice of a
bird,

and all the daughters of music shall be
brought low;

5yes, they shall be afraid of heights,
and terrors will be on the way;
and the almond tree shall blossom,
and the grasshopper shall be a burden,
and desire shall fail;
because man goes to his everlasting
home,

and themourners go about the streets;
6before the silver cord is severed,

or the golden bowl is broken,
or the pitcher is broken at the spring,
or the wheel broken at the cistern,

7and the dust returns to the earth as it was,
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and the spirit returns to God who gave
it.

8 “Vanity of vanities,” says the Preacher.
“All is vanity!”

9Further, because the Preacherwaswise,
he still taught the people knowledge. Yes,
he pondered, sought out, and set in order
many proverbs. 10 The Preacher sought to
find out acceptable words, and that which
was written blamelessly, words of truth.
11 The words of the wise are like goads;
and like nails well fastened are words from
the masters of assemblies, which are given
from one shepherd. 12 Furthermore, my
son, beadmonished: ofmakingmanybooks
there is no end; and much study is a weari-
ness of the flesh.

13 This is the end of the matter. All has
been heard. Fear God and keep his com-
mandments; for this is the whole duty of
man. 14 For God will bring every work
into judgment, with every hidden thing,
whether it is good, or whether it is evil.
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The Song of Solomon
1The Song of songs, which is Solomon’s.

Beloved
2 Let him kiss me with the kisses of his

mouth;
for your love is better than wine.

3Your oils have a pleasing fragrance.
Your name is oil poured out,
therefore the virgins love you.

4Takeme awaywith you.
Let’s hurry.
The king has brought me into his
rooms.

Friends
Wewill be glad and rejoice in you.

We will praise your love more than
wine!

Beloved
They are right to love you.
5 I am dark, but lovely,

you daughters of Jerusalem,
like Kedar’s tents,
like Solomon’s curtains.

6Don’t stare at me because I am dark,
because the sun has scorchedme.

Mymother’s sons were angry withme.
Theymademe keeper of the vineyards.
I haven’t kept my own vineyard.

7Tell me, you whommy soul loves,
where you graze your flock,
where you rest them at noon;
forwhy should I be as onewho is veiled
beside the flocks of your companions?

Lover
8 If you don’t know, most beautiful among

women,
follow the tracks of the sheep.
Graze your young goats beside the
shepherds’ tents.

9 I have compared you, my love,
to a steed in Pharaoh’s chariots.

10Your cheeks are beautiful with earrings,
your neck with strings of jewels.

Friends
11Wewill make you earrings of gold,

with studs of silver.
Beloved
12While the king sat at his table,

my perfume spread its fragrance.
13My beloved is to me a sachet of myrrh,

that lies betweenmy breasts.
14 My beloved is to me a cluster of henna

blossoms
from the vineyards of En Gedi.

Lover
15Behold,* you are beautiful, my love.

Behold, you are beautiful.
Your eyes are like doves.

Beloved
16 Behold, you are beautiful, my beloved,

yes, pleasant;
and our couch is verdant.

Lover
17The beams of our house are cedars.

Our rafters are firs.

2
Beloved
1 I am a rose of Sharon,

a lily of the valleys.
Lover
2As a lily among thorns,

so is my love among the daughters.
Beloved
3 As the apple tree among the trees of the

wood,
so is my beloved among the sons.

I sat down under his shadow with great
delight,

his fruit was sweet to my taste.
4He brought me to the banquet hall.

His banner over me is love.
5 Strengthenmewith raisins,

refreshmewith apples;
for I am faint with love.

6His left hand is under my head.
His right hand embraces me.

7 I adjure you, daughters of Jerusalem,
by the roes, or by the hinds of the field,
that you not stir up, nor awaken love,
until it so desires.

8The voice of my beloved!
Behold, he comes,
leaping on themountains,
skipping on the hills.

9My beloved is like a roe or a young deer.
Behold, he stands behind our wall!

He looks in at the windows.
He glances through the lattice.

10My beloved spoke, and said to me,
“Rise up, my love, my beautiful one,
and come away.

11For behold, the winter is past.
The rain is over and gone.

12The flowers appear on the earth.
The time of the singing has come,
and the voice of the turtledove is heard
in our land.

13The fig tree ripens her green figs.
The vines are in blossom.
They give out their fragrance.

Arise, my love, my beautiful one,
and come away.”

Lover

* 1:15 “Behold”, from “”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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14My dove in the clefts of the rock,
in the hiding places of the mountain-
side,

let me see your face.
Let me hear your voice;
for your voice is sweet and your face is
lovely.

15Catch for us the foxes,
the little foxes that plunder the vine-
yards;

for our vineyards are in blossom.
Beloved
16My beloved is mine, and I am his.

He browses among the lilies.
17Until the day is cool, and the shadows flee

away,
turn, my beloved,
and be like a roe or a young deer on the
mountains of Bether.

3
1By night onmy bed,
I sought himwhommy soul loves.
I sought him, but I didn’t find him.

2 I will get up now, and go about the city;
in the streets and in the squares I will
seek himwhommy soul loves.

I sought him, but I didn’t find him.
3 The watchmen who go about the city

foundme;
“Have you seen him whom my soul
loves?”

4 I had scarcely passed from them,
when I found himwhommy soul loves.

I held him, and would not let him go,
until I had brought him into my
mother’s house,

into the roomofherwhoconceivedme.
5 I adjure you, daughters of Jerusalem,

by the roes, or by the hinds of the field,
that you not stir up nor awaken love,
until it so desires.

6Who is thiswho comesup from thewilder-
ness like pillars of smoke,

perfumed with myrrh and frankin-
cense,

with all spices of themerchant?
7Behold, it is Solomon’s carriage!

Sixty mighty men are around it,
of the mighty men of Israel.

8They all handle the sword, and are expert
in war.

Everyman has his sword on his thigh,
because of fear in the night.

9King Solomonmade himself a carriage
of the wood of Lebanon.

10Hemade its pillars of silver,
its bottom of gold, its seat of purple,
the middle of it being paved with love,
from the daughters of Jerusalem.

11 Go out, you daughters of Zion, and see
King Solomon,

with the crown with which his mother
has crowned him,

in the day of his weddings,
in the day of the gladness of his heart.

4
Lover

1Behold, you are beautiful, my love.
Behold, you are beautiful.

Your eyes are like doves behind your veil.
Your hair is as a flock of goats,
that descend fromMount Gilead.

2Your teeth are like a newly shorn flock,
which have comeup from thewashing,
where every one of them has twins.
None is bereaved among them.

3Your lips are like scarlet thread.
Yourmouth is lovely.
Your temples are like a piece of a
pomegranate behind your veil.

4Your neck is like David’s tower built for an
armory,

on which a thousand shields hang,
all the shields of themighty men.

5Your two breasts are like two fawns
that are twins of a roe,
which feed among the lilies.

6Until the day is cool, and the shadows flee
away,

I will go to themountain of myrrh,
to the hill of frankincense.

7You are all beautiful, my love.
There is no spot in you.

8Comewithme from Lebanon, my bride,
withme from Lebanon.
Look from the top of Amana,
from the top of Senir and Hermon,
from the lions’ dens,
from themountains of the leopards.

9You have ravishedmy heart, my sister, my
bride.

Youhave ravishedmyheartwith oneof
your eyes,

with one chain of your neck.
10How beautiful is your love, my sister, my

bride!
How much better is your love than
wine,

the fragrance of your perfumes than all
kinds of spices!

11 Your lips, my bride, drip like the honey-
comb.

Honeyandmilk areunderyour tongue.
The smell of your garments is like the
smell of Lebanon.

12My sister,my bride, is a locked up garden;
a locked up spring,
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a sealed fountain.
13 Your shoots are an orchard of

pomegranates, with precious fruits,
henna with spikenard plants,
14 spikenard and saffron,
calamus and cinnamon, with every
kind of incense tree;

myrrh and aloes, with all the best
spices,

15a fountain of gardens,
a well of living waters,
flowing streams from Lebanon.

Beloved
16Awake, northwind, and come, you south!

Blow onmy garden, that its spices may
flow out.

Let my beloved come into his garden,
and taste his precious fruits.

5
Lover
1 I have come into my garden, my sister, my

bride.
I have gathered my myrrh with my
spice;

I have eaten my honeycomb with my
honey;

I have drunkmywine withmymilk.
Friends
Eat, friends!

Drink, yes, drink abundantly, beloved.
Beloved
2 I was asleep, but my heart was awake.

It is the voice of my beloved who
knocks:

“Open to me, my sister, my love, my
dove, my undefiled;

for my head is filled with dew,
and my hair with the dampness of the
night.”

3 I have taken off my robe. Indeed, must I
put it on?

I have washed my feet. Indeed, must I
soil them?

4Mybeloved thrust his hand in through the
latch opening.

My heart pounded for him.
5 I rose up to open for my beloved.

My hands dripped withmyrrh,
my fingers with liquidmyrrh,
on the handles of the lock.

6 I opened tomy beloved;
but my beloved left, and had gone
away.

My heart went out when he spoke.
I looked for him, but I didn’t find him.
I called him, but he didn’t answer.

7 The watchmen who go about the city
foundme.

They beat me.
They bruisedme.

The keepers of the walls took my cloak
away fromme.

8 I adjure you, daughters of Jerusalem,
If you findmy beloved,
that you tell him that I am faint with
love.

Friends
9How is your beloved better than another

beloved,
you fairest among women?

How is your beloved better than another
beloved,

that you do so adjure us?
Beloved
10My beloved is white and ruddy.

The best among ten thousand.
11His head is like the purest gold.

His hair is bushy, black as a raven.
12His eyes are like doves beside the water

brooks,
washedwithmilk,mounted like jewels.

13 His cheeks are like a bed of spices with
towers of perfumes.

His lips are like lilies, dropping liquid
myrrh.

14 His hands are like rings of gold set with
beryl.

His body is like ivory work overlaid
with sapphires.

15 His legs are like pillars of marble set on
sockets of fine gold.

His appearance is like Lebanon, excel-
lent as the cedars.

16His mouth is sweetness;
yes, he is altogether lovely.

This is my beloved, and this is my friend,
daughters of Jerusalem.

6
Friends
1Where has your beloved gone, you fairest

among women?
Where has your beloved turned, that
wemay seek himwith you?

Beloved
2My beloved has gone down to his garden,

to the beds of spices,
to pasture his flock in the gardens, and
to gather lilies.

3 I am my beloved’s, and my beloved is
mine.

He browses among the lilies.

Lover
4You are beautiful, my love, as Tirzah,

lovely as Jerusalem,
awesome as an armywith banners.

5Turn away your eyes fromme,
for they have overcomeme.

Your hair is like a flock of goats,
that lie along the side of Gilead.
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6Your teeth are like a flock of ewes,
which have comeup from thewashing,
of which every one has twins;
not one is bereaved among them.

7 Your temples are like a piece of a
pomegranate behind your veil.

8There are sixty queens, eighty concubines,
and virgins without number.

9My dove, my perfect one, is unique.
She is her mother’s only daughter.
She is the favorite one of her who bore
her.

The daughters saw her, and called her
blessed.

The queens and the concubines saw
her, and they praised her.

10Who is shewho looks out as themorning,
beautiful as themoon,
clear as the sun,
and awesome as an army with ban-
ners?

11 I went down into the nut tree grove,
to see the green plants of the valley,
to see whether the vine budded,
and the pomegranates were in flower.

12Without realizing it,
mydesire setmewithmyroyalpeople’s
chariots.

Friends
13Return, return, Shulammite!

Return, return, that we may gaze at
you.

Lover
Why do you desire to gaze at the Shulam-

mite,
as at the dance of Mahanaim?

7
1How beautiful are your feet in sandals,

prince’s daughter!
Your rounded thighs are like jewels,
theworkof thehandsof a skillfulwork-
man.

2Your body is like a round goblet,
nomixed wine is wanting.

Your waist is like a heap of wheat,
set about with lilies.

3Your two breasts are like two fawns,
that are twins of a roe.

4Your neck is like an ivory tower.
Your eyes are like the pools in Heshbon
by the gate of Bathrabbim.

Your nose is like the tower of Lebanon
which looks toward Damascus.

5Your head on you is like Carmel.
The hair of your head like purple.
The king is held captive in its tresses.

6How beautiful and how pleasant you are,

love, for delights!
7This, your stature, is like a palm tree,

your breasts like its fruit.
8 I said, “I will climb up into the palm tree.

I will take hold of its fruit.”
Let your breasts be like clusters of the vine,

the smell of your breath like apples.
9Yourmouth is like the best wine,

that goes down smoothly for my
beloved,

gliding through the lips of those who
are asleep.

Beloved
10 I ammy beloved’s.

His desire is towardme.
11 Come, my beloved! Let’s go out into the

field.
Let’s lodge in the villages.

12Let’s go early up to the vineyards.
Let’s see whether the vine has budded,
its blossom is open,
and the pomegranates are in flower.
There I will give youmy love.

13Themandrakes produce fragrance.
At our doors are all kinds of precious
fruits, new and old,

which I have stored up for you, my
beloved.

8
1Oh that you were like my brother,
who nursed from the breasts of my
mother!

If I found you outside, I would kiss you;
yes, and no one would despise me.

2 I would lead you, bringing you into the
house of mymother,

who would instruct me.
I would have you drink spiced wine,

of the juice of my pomegranate.
3His left hand would be undermy head.

His right handwould embraceme.
4 I adjure you, daughters of Jerusalem,

that you not stir up, nor awaken love,
until it so desires.

Friends
5Who is thiswho comesup from thewilder-

ness,
leaning on her beloved?

Beloved
Under the apple tree I awakened you.

There yourmother conceived you.
There she was in labor and bore you.

6 Set me as a seal on your heart,
as a seal on your arm;
for love is strong as death.
Jealousy is as cruel as Sheol.*
Its flashes are flashes of fire,

* 8:6 Sheol is the place of the dead. † 8:6 Hebrew: יה Yah
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a very flame of the LORD.†
7Manywaters can’t quench love,

neither can floods drown it.
If a man would give all the wealth of his

house for love,
he would be utterly scorned.

Brothers
8We have a little sister.

She has no breasts.
What shall we do for our sister

in the daywhen she is to be spoken for?
9 If she is a wall,

we will build on her a turret of silver.
If she is a door,

we will enclose her with boards of
cedar.

Beloved
10 I am awall, andmy breasts like towers,

then I was in his eyes like one who
found peace.

11 Solomon had a vineyard at Baal Hamon.
He leased out the vineyard to keepers.
Each was to bring a thousand shekels‡
of silver for its fruit.

12My own vineyard is before me.
The thousand are for you, Solomon,
two hundred for those who tend its
fruit.

Lover
13 You who dwell in the gardens, with

friends in attendance,
let me hear your voice!

Beloved
14Come away, my beloved!

Be like a gazelle or a young stag on the
mountains of spices!

‡ 8:11 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 1000 shekels is about 10 kilograms or about 22 pounds.
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The Book of the Prophet
Isaiah

1 The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz,
which he saw concerning Judah and
Jerusalem, in the days of Uzziah, Jotham,
Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.
2Hear, heavens,

and listen, earth; for the LORD* has
spoken:

“I have nourished and brought up children
and they have rebelled against me.

3The ox knows his owner,
and the donkey his master’s crib;
but Israel doesn’t know.
My people don’t consider.”

4Ah sinful nation,
a people loaded with iniquity,
offspring† of evildoers,
children who deal corruptly!

They have forsaken the LORD.
They have despised the Holy One of
Israel.

They are estranged and backward.
5Why should you be beatenmore,

that you revolt more andmore?
The whole head is sick,

and the whole heart faint.
6 From the sole of the foot even to the head

there is no soundness in it,
but wounds, welts, and open sores.
Theyhaven’t been closed, bandaged, or
soothed with oil.

7Your country is desolate.
Your cities are burned with fire.
Strangers devour your land in your
presence

and it is desolate,
as overthrown by strangers.

8The daughter of Zion is left like a shelter in
a vineyard,

like a hut in a field of melons,
like a besieged city.

9Unless the LORD of Armies had left to us a
very small remnant,

we would have been as Sodom.
Wewould have been like Gomorrah.

10 Hear the LORD’s word, you rulers of
Sodom!

Listen to the law of our God,‡ you peo-
ple of Gomorrah!

11“Whatare themultitudeofyour sacrifices
to me?”, says the LORD.

“I have had enough of the burnt offer-
ings of rams

and the fat of fed animals.
I don’t delight in the blood of bulls,
or of lambs,
or of male goats.

12When you come to appear before me,
who has required this at your hand, to
trample my courts?

13Bring nomore vain offerings.
Incense is an abomination to me.
New moons, Sabbaths, and convoca-
tions—

I can’t stand evil assemblies.
14My soul hates your NewMoons and your

appointed feasts.
They are a burden tome.
I amweary of bearing them.

15When you spread out your hands, I will
hide my eyes from you.

Yes, when you make many prayers, I
will not hear.

Your hands are full of blood.
16Wash yourselves. Make yourself clean.

Put away the evil of your doings from
before my eyes.

Cease to do evil.
17Learn to do well.

Seek justice.
Relieve the oppressed.

Defend the fatherless.
Plead for the widow.”

18 “Come now, and let’s reason together,”
says the LORD:

“Though your sins are as scarlet, they
shall be as white as snow.

Though they are red like crimson, they
shall be as wool.

19 If you are willing and obedient,
you will eat the good of the land;
20 but if you refuse and rebel, you will
be devoured with the sword;

for the LORD’s mouth has spoken it.”
21How the faithful city has become a pros-

titute!
She was full of justice.

Righteousness lodged in her,
but now there are murderers.

22Your silver has become dross,
your winemixed with water.

23Your princes are rebellious and compan-
ions of thieves.

Everyone lovesbribesand followsafter
rewards.

They don’t defend the fatherless,
neither does the cause of the widow
come to them.

24Therefore the Lord,§ GOD of Armies,
* 1:2 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”,
usually pronounced Yahweh). † 1:4 or, seed ‡ 1:10 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is “” (Elohim). § 1:24
The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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the Mighty One of Israel, says:
“Ah, I will get relief frommy adversaries,

and avengemyself onmy enemies.
25 I will turnmy hand on you,

thoroughly purge away your dross,
and will take away all your tin.*

26 I will restore your judges as at the first,
and your counselors as at the begin-
ning.

Afterward you shall be called ‘The city of
righteousness,

a faithful town.’
27Zion shall be redeemedwith justice,

and her converts with righteousness.
28 But the destruction of transgressors and

sinners shall be together,
and those who forsake the LORD shall
be consumed.

29 For they shall be ashamed of the oaks
which you have desired,

and you shall be confounded for the
gardens that you have chosen.

30 For you shall be as an oak whose leaf
fades,

and as a garden that has no water.
31The strong will be like tinder,

and his work like a spark.
They will both burn together,

and no one will quench them.”

2
1This is what Isaiah the son of Amoz saw

concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
2 It shall happen in the latter days, that

the mountain of the LORD’s house
shall be established on the top of the
mountains,

and shall be raised above the hills;
and all nations shall flow to it.

3Many peoples shall go and say,
“Come, let’s go up to the mountain of
the LORD,

to the house of the God of Jacob;
and he will teach us of his ways,
and wewill walk in his paths.”

For the law shall go out of Zion,
and the LORD’s word from Jerusalem.

4Hewill judge between the nations,
and will decide concerning many peo-
ples.

They shall beat their swords into plow-
shares,

and their spears into pruning hooks.
Nation shall not lift up sword against na-

tion,
neither shall they learn war anymore.

5House of Jacob, come, and let’s walk in the
light of the LORD.

6 For you have forsaken your people, the
house of Jacob,

because they are filled from the east,
with those who practice divination like
the Philistines,

and they clasp hands with the children
of foreigners.

7Their land is full of silver and gold,
neither is there any end of their trea-
sures.

Their land also is full of horses,
neither is there any end of their chari-
ots.

8Their land also is full of idols.
They worship the work of their own
hands,

that which their own fingers have
made.

9Man is brought low,
andmankind is humbled;
therefore don’t forgive them.

10Enter into the rock,
and hide in the dust,

from before the terror of the LORD,
and from the glory of his majesty.

11 The lofty looks of man will be brought
low,

the arrogance of men will be bowed
down,

and the LORD alone will be exalted in
that day.

12 For there will be a day of the LORD of
Armies for all that is proud and arro-
gant,

and for all that is lifted up,
and it shall be brought low—
13 for all the cedars of Lebanon, that are
high and lifted up,

for all the oaks of Bashan,
14 for all the highmountains,
for all the hills that are lifted up,
15 for every lofty tower,
for every fortified wall,
16 for all the ships of Tarshish,
and for all pleasant imagery.

17 The loftiness of man shall be bowed
down,

and the arrogance of men shall be
brought low;

and the LORD alone shall be exalted in
that day.

18The idols shall utterly pass away.
19Men shall go into the caves of the rocks,

and into the holes of the earth,
from before the terror of the LORD,
and from the glory of his majesty,
when he arises to shake the earth
mightily.

* 1:25 tin is a metal that is separated from silver during the refining and purification process.
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20 In that day, men shall cast away their
idols of silver

and their idols of gold,
which have been made for themselves
to worship,

to themoles and to the bats,
21 to go into the caverns of the rocks,
and into the clefts of the ragged rocks,
from before the terror of the LORD,
and from the glory of his majesty,
when he arises to shake the earth
mightily.

22 Stop trusting in man, whose breath is in
his nostrils;

for of what account is he?

3
1 For, behold,* the Lord, GOD† of Armies,

takes away from Jerusalem and from
Judah supply and support,

the whole supply of bread,
and the whole supply of water;
2 the mighty man,
theman of war,
the judge,
the prophet,
the diviner,
the elder,
3 the captain of fifty,
the honorable man,
the counselor,
the skilled craftsman,
and the clever enchanter.

4 I will give boys to be their princes,
and children shall rule over them.

5The people will be oppressed,
everyone by another,
and everyone by his neighbor.

The child will behave himself proudly
against the old man,

and the wicked against the honorable.
6 Indeedamanshall takeholdof his brother

in the house of his father, saying,
“You have clothing, you be our ruler,
and let this ruin be under your hand.”

7 In that day he will cry out, saying, “I will
not be a healer;

for in my house is neither bread nor
clothing.

You shall not makeme ruler of the peo-
ple.”

8 For Jerusalem is ruined, and Judah is
fallen;

because their tongue and their doings
are against the LORD,‡

to provoke the eyes of his glory.

9The lookof their faces testify against them.
They parade their sin like Sodom.
They don’t hide it.
Woe to their soul!
For they have brought disaster upon
themselves.

10Tell the righteous that it will be well with
them,

for theywill eat the fruit of their deeds.
11Woe to the wicked!

Disaster is upon them,
for the deeds of their handswill be paid
back to them.

12 As for my people, children are their op-
pressors,

and women rule over them.
My people, those who lead you cause
you to err,

and destroy the way of your paths.

13The LORD stands up to contend,
and stands to judge the peoples.

14 The LORD will enter into judgment with
the elders of his people

and their leaders:
“It is you who have eaten up the vine-
yard.

The plunder of the poor is in your
houses.

15What do youmean that you crushmy
people,

and grind the face of the poor?” says
the Lord, GOD§ of Armies.

16 Moreover the LORD said, “Because the
daughters of Zion are arrogant,

and walk with outstretched necks and
flirting eyes,

walking daintily as they go,
jingling ornaments on their feet;

17 therefore the Lord brings sores on the
crown of the head of the women of
Zion,

and the LORD will make their scalps
bald.”

18 In that day the Lord will take away
the beauty of their anklets, the headbands,
the crescent necklaces, 19 the earrings, the
bracelets, the veils, 20 the headdresses, the
ankle chains, the sashes, the perfume con-
tainers, the charms, 21 the signet rings, the
nose rings, 22 the fine robes, the capes, the
cloaks, the purses, 23 the hand mirrors, the
fine linen garments, the tiaras, and the
shawls.

* 3:1 “Behold”, from “”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection. † 3:1
When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”, usually
pronounced Yahweh). ‡ 3:8 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s
Proper Name (Hebrew “”, usually pronounced Yahweh). § 3:15 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD”
or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”, usually pronounced Yahweh).
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24 It shall happen that instead of sweet
spices, there shall be rottenness;

instead of a belt, a rope;
instead of well set hair, baldness;
instead of a robe, a wearing of sack-
cloth;

and branding instead of beauty.
25Yourmen shall fall by the sword,

and yourmighty in the war.
26Her gates shall lament andmourn.

She shall be desolate and sit on the
ground.

4
1Sevenwomenshall takeholdof oneman

in that day, saying, “We will eat our own
bread, and wear our own clothing. Just let
us be called by your name. Take away our
reproach.”

2 In that day, the LORD’s branch will be
beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the
land will be the beauty and glory of the
survivors of Israel. 3 It will happen that
he who is left in Zion and he who remains
in Jerusalem shall be called holy, even ev-
eryone who is written among the living
in Jerusalem, 4 when the Lord shall have
washed away the filth of the daughters of
Zion, and shall have purged the blood of
Jerusalem from within it, by the spirit of
justice and by the spirit of burning. 5 The
LORDwill create over the whole habitation
of Mount Zion and over her assemblies, a
cloud and smoke by day, and the shining
of a flaming fire by night, for over all the
glory will be a canopy. 6 There will be a
pavilion for a shade in thedaytime from the
heat, and for a refuge and for a shelter from
storm and from rain.

5
1 Let me sing for my well beloved a song of

my beloved about his vineyard.
My beloved had a vineyard on a very
fruitful hill.

2He dug it up,
gathered out its stones,
planted it with the choicest vine,
built a tower in themiddle of it,
and also cut out a wine press in it.

He looked for it to yield grapes,
but it yielded wild grapes.

3 “Now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and men
of Judah,

please judge between me and my vine-
yard.

4 What could have been done more to my
vineyard, that I have not done in it?

Why, when I looked for it to yield
grapes, did it yield wild grapes?

5 Now I will tell you what I will do to my
vineyard.

I will take away its hedge, and it will be
eaten up.

I will break down its wall, and it will be
trampled down.

6 I will lay it a wasteland.
It won’t be pruned or hoed,
but it will grow briers and thorns.
I will also command the clouds that
they rain no rain on it.”

7 For the vineyard of the LORD of Armies is
the house of Israel,

and the men of Judah his pleasant
plant.

He looked for justice, but behold, op-
pression,

for righteousness, but behold, a cry of
distress.

8Woe to those who join house to house,
who lay field to field, until there is no
room,

and you are made to dwell alone in the
middle of the land!

9 In my ears, the LORD of Armies says:
“Surely many houses will be deso-
late,

even great and beautiful, unoccupied.
10For ten acres* of vineyard shall yield one

bath,†
and a homer‡ of seed shall yield an
ephah.”§

11 Woe to those who rise up early in the
morning, that theymay followstrong
drink,

who stay late into the night, until wine
inflames them!

12 The harp, lyre, tambourine, and flute,
with wine, are at their feasts;

but they don’t respect the work of the
LORD,

neither have they considered the oper-
ation of his hands.

13Therefore my people go into captivity for
lack of knowledge.

Their honorable men are famished,
and their multitudes are parched with
thirst.

14Therefore Sheol* has enlarged its desire,
and opened its mouth without mea-
sure;

* 5:10 literally, ten yokes, or the amount of land that ten yokes of oxen can plow in one day, which is about 10 acres
or 4 hectares. † 5:10 1 bath is about 22 liters or 5.8 U. S. gallons ‡ 5:10 1 homer is about 220 liters or 6 bushels
§ 5:10 1 ephah is about 22 liters or 0.6 bushels or about 2 pecks—only one tenth of what was sown. * 5:14 Sheol is
the place of the dead.
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and their glory, their multitude, their
pomp, and he who rejoices among
them, descend into it.

15 Soman is brought low,
mankind is humbled,
and the eyes of the arrogant ones are
humbled;

16 but the LORD of Armies is exalted in
justice,

and God the Holy One is sanctified in
righteousness.

17 Then the lambs will graze as in their
pasture,

and strangers will eat the ruins of the
rich.

18 Woe to those who draw iniquity with
cords of falsehood,

and wickedness as with cart rope,
19 who say, “Let him make haste, let him

hasten his work, that wemay see it;
let the counsel of the Holy One of Israel
draw near and come,

that wemay know it!”
20Woe to thosewho call evil good, and good

evil;
who put darkness for light,
and light for darkness;

who put bitter for sweet,
and sweet for bitter!

21Woe to those who are wise in their own
eyes,

and prudent in their own sight!
22 Woe to those who are mighty to drink

wine,
and champions atmixing strong drink;

23who acquit the guilty for a bribe,
but deny justice for the innocent!

24 Therefore as the tongue of fire devours
the stubble,

and as the dry grass sinks down in the
flame,

so their root shall be as rottenness,
and their blossom shall go up as dust,

because they have rejected the law of the
LORD of Armies,

and despised the word of the Holy One
of Israel.

25 Therefore the LORD’s anger burns
against his people,

and he has stretched out his hand
against them and has struck them.

Themountains tremble,
and their dead bodies are as refuse in
themiddle of the streets.

For all this, his anger is not turned away,
but his hand is still stretched out.

26 He will lift up a banner to the nations
from far away,

and he will whistle for them from the
end of the earth.

Behold, they will come speedily and
swiftly.

27Nooneshall bewearynor stumbleamong
them;

no one shall slumber nor sleep,
neither shall the belt of their waist be
untied,

nor the strap of their sandals be bro-
ken,

28whose arrows are sharp,
and all their bows bent.

Their horses’ hoofs will be like flint,
and their wheels like a whirlwind.

29Their roaring will be like a lioness.
They will roar like young lions.

Yes, they shall roar,
and seize their prey and carry it off,
and there will be no one to deliver.

30 They will roar against them in that day
like the roaring of the sea.

If one looks to the land, behold, dark-
ness and distress.

The light is darkened in its clouds.

6
1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw

the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted
up; and his train filled the temple. 2Above
him stood the seraphim. Each one had six
wings. With two he covered his face. With
two he covered his feet. With two he flew.
3One called to another, and said,
“Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of Armies!

The whole earth is full of his glory!”
4The foundations of the thresholds shook

at the voice of him who called, and the
house was filled with smoke. 5 Then I said,
“Woe is me! For I am undone, because I
am a man of unclean lips and I live among
a people of unclean lips, for my eyes have
seen the King, the LORD of Armies!”

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me,
having a live coal in his hand, which he
had taken with the tongs from off the altar.
7 He touched my mouth with it, and said,
“Behold, this has touched your lips; and
your iniquity is taken away, and your sin
forgiven.”

8 I heard the Lord’s voice, saying, “Whom
shall I send, and whowill go for us?”
Then I said, “Here I am. Sendme!”
9He said, “Go, and tell this people,

‘You hear indeed,
but don’t understand.

You see indeed,
but don’t perceive.’

10Make the heart of this people fat.
Make their ears heavy, and shut their
eyes;

lest they see with their eyes,
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hear with their ears,
understand with their heart,
and turn again, and be healed.”

11Then I said, “Lord, how long?”
He answered,

“Until cities are waste without inhabitant,
houses without man,
the land becomes utterly waste,
12 and the LORD has removed men far
away,

and the forsaken places are many
within the land.

13 If there is a tenth left in it,
that also will in turn be consumed,

as a terebinth, and as an oak whose stump
remains when they are cut down,

so the holy seed is its stump.”
7

1 In the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham,
the son of Uzziah, king of Judah, Rezin the
kingofSyriaandPekah thesonofRemaliah,
king of Israel, went up to Jerusalem to war
against it, but could not prevail against it.
2 David’s house was told, “Syria is allied
with Ephraim.” His heart trembled, and the
heart of his people, as the trees of the forest
tremble with the wind.

3 Then the LORD said to Isaiah, “Go out
now to meet Ahaz, you, and Shearjashub
your son, at the end of the conduit of the
upper pool, on the highway of the fuller’s
field. 4Tell him, ‘Be careful, and keep calm.
Don’t be afraid, neither let your heart be
faint because of these two tails of smoking
torches, for the fierce anger of Rezin and
Syria, and of the son of Remaliah. 5Because
Syria, Ephraim, and the son of Remaliah,
haveplottedevil against you, saying, 6“Let’s
go up against Judah, and tear it apart, and
let’s divide it among ourselves, and set up
a king within it, even the son of Tabeel.”
7 This is what the Lord GOD says: “It shall
not stand, neither shall it happen.” 8For the
head of Syria is Damascus, and the head of
Damascus is Rezin. Within sixty-five years
Ephraim shall be broken in pieces, so that it
shall not be a people. 9Thehead of Ephraim
is Samaria, and the head of Samaria is Re-
maliah’s son. If you will not believe, surely
you shall not be established.’ ”

10 The LORD spoke again to Ahaz, saying,
11 “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; ask it
either in the depth, or in the height above.”

12 But Ahaz said, “I won’t ask. I won’t
tempt the LORD.”

13 He said, “Listen now, house of David.
Is it not enough for you to try the patience
of men, that you will try the patience of

my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself
will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin will
conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his
name Immanuel.* 15 He shall eat butter
and honey when he knows to refuse the
evil and choose the good. 16 For before the
child knows to refuse the evil and choose
the good, the land whose two kings you
abhor shall be forsaken. 17 The LORD will
bring on you, on your people, and on your
father’s house days that have not come,
from the day that Ephraim departed from
Judah, even the king of Assyria.

18 Itwill happen in that day that the LORD
will whistle for the fly that is in the utter-
most part of the rivers of Egypt, and for the
bee that is in the land of Assyria. 19 They
shall come, and shall all rest in the desolate
valleys, in theclefts of the rocks, onall thorn
hedges, and on all pastures.

20 In that day the Lord will shave with a
razor that is hired in the parts beyond the
River, even with the king of Assyria, the
head and the hair of the feet; and it shall
also consume the beard.

21 It shall happen in that day that a man
shall keep alive a young cow, and two
sheep. 22 It shall happen, that because of the
abundance ofmilk which they shall give he
shall eat butter, for everyonewill eat butter
and honey that is left within the land.

23 It will happen in that day that every
place where there were a thousand vines
worth a thousand silver shekels,†will be for
briers and thorns. 24 People will go there
with arrows and with bow, because all the
landwill bebriersand thorns. 25All thehills
that were cultivated with the hoe, you shall
not come there for fearofbriers and thorns;
but it shall be for the sending out of oxen,
and for sheep to tread on.”

8
1 The LORD said to me, “Take a large

tablet, and write on it with a man’s pen,
‘For Maher Shalal Hash Baz’;* 2 and I will
take for myself faithful witnesses to testify:
Uriah the priest, and Zechariah the son of
Jeberechiah.”

3 I went to the prophetess, and she con-
ceived, and bore a son. Then the LORD said
to me, “Call his name ‘Maher Shalal Hash
Baz.’ 4 For before the child knows how to
say, ‘My father’ and ‘My mother,’ the riches
of Damascus and the plunder of Samaria
will be carried awayby the king of Assyria.”

5 The LORD spoke to me yet again, say-
ing, 6 “Because this people has refused the

* 7:14 “Immanuel” means “Godwith us”. † 7:23 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, so 1000 shekels is

about 10 kilograms or 22 pounds. * 8:1 “Maher Shalal Hash Baz” means “quick to the plunder, swift to the prey”.
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waters of Shiloah that go softly, and rejoice
in Rezin and Remaliah’s son; 7 now there-
fore, behold, the Lord brings upon them the
mighty flood waters of the River: the king
of Assyria and all his glory. It will come
up over all its channels, and go over all its
banks. 8 It will sweep onward into Judah.
It will overflow and pass through. It will
reach even to the neck. The stretching out
of its wings will fill the width of your land,
O Immanuel.

9 Make an uproar, you peoples, and be
broken in pieces! Listen, all you from far
countries: dress for battle, and be shat-
tered! Dress for battle, and be shattered!
10 Take counsel together, and it will be
brought to nothing; speak the word, and it
will not stand, for God is with us.”

11 For the LORD spoke this to me with a
strong hand, and instructed me not to walk
in the way of this people, saying, 12 “Don’t
call a conspiracy all that this people call a
conspiracy. Don’t fear their threats or be
terrorized. 13 The LORD of Armies is who
you must respect as holy. He is the one
you must fear. He is the one you must
dread. 14 He will be a sanctuary, but for
both houses of Israel, hewill be a stumbling
stone and a rock that makes them fall. For
the people of Jerusalem, he will be a trap
and a snare. 15Many will stumble over it,
fall, bebroken, be snared, andbecaptured.”

16 Wrap up the covenant. Seal the law
among my disciples. 17 I will wait for the
LORD, who hides his face from the house of
Jacob, and I will look for him. 18 Behold, I
and the childrenwhom the LORDhas given
me are for signs and for wonders in Israel
from the LORD of Armies, who dwells in
Mount Zion.

19When they tell you, “Consultwith those
who have familiar spirits and with the wiz-
ards, who chirp andwhomutter,” shouldn’t
a people consult with their God? Should
they consult the dead on behalf of the liv-
ing? 20Turn to the law and to the covenant!
If they don’t speak according to this word,
surely there isnomorning for them. 21They
will pass through it, very distressed and
hungry. It will happen that when they are
hungry, they will worry, and curse their
king and their God. They will turn their
faces upward, 22 then look to the earth and
see distress, darkness, and the gloom of
anguish. They will be driven into thick
darkness.

9
1But there shall be nomore gloom for her

who was in anguish. In the former time, he
brought into contempt the land of Zebulun
and the land of Naphtali; but in the latter

time he has made it glorious, by the way of
the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the
nations.

2 The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light.

The light has shined on thosewho lived
in the land of the shadow of death.

3You havemultiplied the nation.
You have increased their joy.

They rejoice before you according to the
joy in harvest, as men rejoice when they
divide the plunder. 4 For the yoke of his
burden, and the staff of his shoulder, the
rod of his oppressor, you have broken as in
the day of Midian. 5For all the armor of the
armedman in the noisy battle, and the gar-
ments rolled in blood, will be for burning,
fuel for the fire. 6 For a child is born to us.
A son is given to us; and the government
will be on his shoulders. His name will be
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of
the increaseofhis governmentandofpeace
there shall be no end, on David’s throne,
and on his kingdom, to establish it, and to
uphold it with justice and with righteous-
ness from that time on, even forever. The
zeal of the LORD of Armies will perform
this.

8The Lord sent a word into Jacob,
and it falls on Israel.

9All the people will know,
including Ephraim and the inhabitants
of Samaria, who say in pride and in
arrogance of heart,

10 “The bricks have fallen,
but we will build with cut stone.

The sycamore fig trees have been cut down,
but we will put cedars in their place.”

11 Therefore the LORD will set up on high
against him the adversaries of Rezin,

and will stir up his enemies,
12The Syrians in front,
and the Philistines behind;
and they will devour Israel with open
mouth.

For all this, his anger is not turned away,
but his hand is stretched out still.

13Yet thepeoplehavenot turned tohimwho
struck them,

neither have they sought the LORD of
Armies.

14 Therefore the LORD will cut off from Is-
rael head and tail,

palm branch and reed, in one day.
15 The elder and the honorable man is the

head,
and the prophet who teaches lies is the
tail.

16For those who lead this people lead them
astray;
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and those who are led by them are de-
stroyed.

17 Therefore the Lord will not rejoice over
their youngmen,

neither will he have compassion on
their fatherless and widows;

for everyone is profane and an evildoer,
and everymouth speaks folly.

For all this his anger is not turned away,
but his hand is stretched out still.

18For wickedness burns like a fire.
It devours the briers and thorns;
yes, it kindles in the thickets of the for-
est,

and they roll upward in a column of
smoke.

19 Through the LORD of Armies’ wrath, the
land is burned up;

and the people are the fuel for the fire.
No one spares his brother.

20Onewill devour on the right hand, and be
hungry;

and he will eat on the left hand, and
they will not be satisfied.

Everyone will eat the flesh of his own arm:
21 Manasseh eating Ephraim and
Ephraim eating Manasseh, and they
together will be against Judah.

For all this his anger is not turned away,
but his hand is stretched out still.

10
1 Woe to those who decree unrighteous

decrees, and to the writers who write op-
pressive decrees 2 to deprive the needy of
justice, and to rob the poor among my peo-
ple of their rights, thatwidowsmaybe their
plunder, and that they may make the fa-
therless their prey! 3 What will you do in
the day of visitation, and in the desolation
which will come from afar? To whom will
you flee for help? Where will you leave
your wealth?

4 They will only bow down under the
prisoners,

and will fall under the slain.
For all this his anger is not turned away,

but his hand is stretched out still.

5 Alas Assyrian, the rod of my anger, the
staff in whose hand is my indignation! 6 I
will send him against a profane nation, and
against the people who angerme I will give
him a command to take the plunder and
to take the prey, and to tread them down
like the mire of the streets. 7 However,

he doesn’t mean so, neither does his heart
think so; but it is in his heart to destroy, and
to cut off not a few nations. 8 For he says,
“Aren’t all ofmy princes kings? 9 Isn’t Calno
like Carchemish? Isn’t Hamath like Arpad?
Isn’t Samaria like Damascus?” 10 As my
hand has found the kingdoms of the idols,
whose engraved images exceeded those of
Jerusalem and of Samaria, 11 shall I not, as
I have done to Samaria and her idols, so do
to Jerusalem and her idols?

12Therefore it will happen that when the
Lord has performed his whole work on
Mount Zion and on Jerusalem, I will punish
the fruit of the willful proud heart of the
king of Assyria, and the insolence of his
arrogant looks. 13 For he has said, “By the
strength of my hand I have done it, and by
my wisdom, for I have understanding. I
have removed the boundaries of the peo-
ples, and have robbed their treasures. Like
a valiant man I have brought down their
rulers. 14My hand has found the riches of
the peoples like a nest, and like one gathers
eggs that are abandoned, I have gathered
all the earth. There was no one whomoved
their wing, or that opened their mouth, or
chirped.”

15 Should an ax brag against him who
chops with it? Should a saw exalt itself
above him who saws with it? As if a rod
should lift thosewho lift it up, or as if a staff
should lift up someone who is not wood.
16Therefore the Lord, GOD* of Armies, will
send among his fat ones leanness; and un-
der his glory a burning will be kindled like
the burning of fire. 17The light of Israel will
be for a fire, and his Holy One for a flame;
and it will burn and devour his thorns and
his briers in one day. 18Hewill consume the
glory of his forest and of his fruitful field,
both soul and body. It will be as when a
standard bearer faints. 19 The remnant of
the trees of his forest shall be few, so that a
child could write their number.

20 It will come to pass in that day that
the remnant of Israel, and those who have
escaped from the house of Jacob will no
more again lean on him who struck them,
but shall lean on the LORD,† the Holy One
of Israel, in truth. 21A remnant will return,
even the remnant of Jacob, to the mighty
God. 22 For though your people, Israel, are
like the sand of the sea, only a remnant
of them will return. A destruction is de-
termined, overflowing with righteousness.

* 10:16 Whenrendered inALLCAPITALLETTERS, “LORD”or “GOD” is the translationofGod’s ProperName (Hebrew “”,
usually pronounced Yahweh). † 10:20 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation
of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”, usually pronounced Yahweh). ‡ 10:23 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS,
“LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”, usually pronounced Yahweh).
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23 For the Lord, GOD‡ of Armies, will make
a full end, and that determined, throughout
all the earth.

24 Therefore the Lord, GOD of Armies,
says, “My people who dwell in Zion, don’t
be afraid of the Assyrian, though he strike
youwith the rod, and lift uphis staff against
you, as Egypt did. 25 For yet a very little
while, and the indignation against you will
be accomplished, and my anger will be di-
rected to his destruction.” 26 The LORD of
Armies will stir up a scourge against him,
as in the slaughter of Midian at the rock of
Oreb. His rod will be over the sea, and he
will lift it up like he did against Egypt. 27 It
will happen in that day that his burdenwill
depart from off your shoulder, and his yoke
from off your neck, and the yoke shall be
destroyed because of the anointing oil.

28 He has come to Aiath. He has passed
through Migron. At Michmash he stores
his baggage. 29 They have gone over the
pass. They have taken up their lodging at
Geba. Ramah trembles. Gibeah of Saul has
fled. 30 Cry aloud with your voice, daugh-
ter of Gallim! Listen, Laishah! You poor
Anathoth! 31Madmenah is a fugitive. The
inhabitants of Gebim flee for safety. 32 This
very day he will halt at Nob. He shakes his
hand at the mountain of the daughter of
Zion, the hill of Jerusalem.

33 Behold, the Lord, GOD of Armies, will
lop the boughs with terror. The tall will
be cut down, and the lofty will be brought
low. 34He will cut down the thickets of the
forest with iron, and Lebanon will fall by
theMighty One.

11
1A shoot will come out of the stock of Jesse,

and a branch out of his roots will bear
fruit.

2The LORD’s Spirit will rest on him:
the spirit of wisdom and understand-
ing,

the spirit of counsel andmight,
the spirit of knowledge and of the fear
of the LORD.

3His delight will be in the fear of the LORD.
He will not judge by the sight of his eyes,

neither decide by the hearing of his
ears;

4 but he will judge the poor with righteous-
ness,

and decide with equity for the humble
of the earth.

He will strike the earth with the rod of his
mouth;

and with the breath of his lips he will
kill the wicked.

5 Righteousness will be the belt around his
waist,

and faithfulness the belt around his
waist.

6The wolf will live with the lamb,
and the leopard will lie down with the
young goat,

the calf, the young lion, and the fat-
tened calf together;

and a little child will lead them.
7The cow and the bear will graze.

Their young ones will lie down to-
gether.

The lion will eat straw like the ox.
8 The nursing child will play near a cobra’s

hole,
and the weaned child will put his hand
on the viper’s den.

9 They will not hurt nor destroy in all my
holy mountain;

for the earth will be full of the knowl-
edge of the LORD,

as the waters cover the sea.

10 It will happen in that day that the na-
tions will seek the root of Jesse, who stands
as a banner of the peoples; and his resting
place will be glorious.

11 It will happen in that day that the Lord
will set his hand again the second time to
recover theremnant that is left ofhispeople
from Assyria, from Egypt, from Pathros,
from Cush, from Elam, from Shinar, from
Hamath, and from the islands of the sea.
12 He will set up a banner for the nations,
andwill assemble the outcasts of Israel, and
gather together thedispersedof Judah from
the four corners of the earth. 13 The envy
also of Ephraim will depart, and those who
persecute Judah will be cut off. Ephraim
won’t envy Judah, and Judah won’t perse-
cute Ephraim. 14 They will fly down on
the shoulders of the Philistines on the west.
Together they will plunder the children of
the east. They will extend their power
over Edom and Moab, and the children of
Ammon will obey them. 15 The LORD will
utterly destroy the tongue of the Egyptian
sea; and with his scorching wind he will
wave his hand over the River, and will split
it into seven streams, and cause men to
march over in sandals. 16 There will be
a highway for the remnant that is left of
his people from Assyria, like there was for
Israel in the day that he came up out of the
land of Egypt.

* 12:1 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short
form יה Yah.
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12
1 In that day you will say, “I will give

thanks to you, the LORD;* for though you
were angrywithme, your anger has turned
away and you comfort me. 2 Behold, God
is my salvation. I will trust, and will not
be afraid; for the LORD,† the LORD,‡ is my
strength and song; and he has become my
salvation.” 3 Therefore with joy you will
drawwater out of thewells of salvation. 4 In
that day you will say, “Give thanks to the
LORD! Call on his name! Declare his doings
among the peoples! Proclaim that his name
is exalted! 5 Sing to the LORD, for he has
done excellent things! Let this be known
in all the earth! 6 Cry aloud and shout, you
inhabitantofZion, for theHolyOneof Israel
is great among you!”

13
1TheburdenofBabylon,which Isaiah the

son of Amoz saw.
2 Set up a banner on the bare mountain!

Liftupyourvoice to them! Waveyourhand,
that theymaygo into the gates of thenobles.
3 I have commanded my consecrated ones;
yes, I have called my mighty men for my
anger, evenmyproudly exulting ones. 4The
noise of a multitude is in the mountains, as
of a great people; the noise of an uproar
of the kingdoms of the nations gathered
together! The LORD of Armies is mustering
the army for the battle. 5 They come from
a far country, from the uttermost part of
heaven, even the LORD, and theweapons of
his indignation, to destroy the whole land.

6 Wail, for the LORD’s day is at hand! It
will come as destruction from theAlmighty.
7 Therefore all hands will be feeble, and
everyone’s heart will melt. 8 They will be
dismayed. Pangs and sorrows will seize
them. They will be in pain like a woman in
labor. They will look in amazement one at
another. Their faces will be faces of flame.
9Behold, the day of the LORD comes, cruel,
with wrath and fierce anger; to make the
land a desolation, and to destroy its sinners
out of it. 10 For the stars of the sky and its
constellations will not give their light. The
sun will be darkened in its going out, and
the moon will not cause its light to shine.
11 I will punish the world for their evil, and
the wicked for their iniquity. I will cause
the arrogance of the proud to cease, and
will humble the arrogance of the terrible.
12 I will make people more rare than fine
gold, even a person than the pure gold of
Ophir. 13Therefore I will make the heavens
tremble, and the earth will be shaken out

of its place in the LORD of Armies’ wrath,
and in the day of his fierce anger. 14 It will
happen that like a hunted gazelle and like
sheep that no one gathers, they will each
turn to their own people, and will each flee
to their own land. 15Everyonewho is found
will be thrust through. Everyone who is
captured will fall by the sword. 16 Their
infants also will be dashed in pieces before
their eyes. Their houses will be ransacked,
and their wives raped.

17Behold, I will stir up the Medes against
them, who will not value silver, and as for
gold, they will not delight in it. 18 Their
bows will dash the young men in pieces;
and they shall have no pity on the fruit
of the womb. Their eyes will not spare
children. 19Babylon, the glory of kingdoms,
the beauty of the Chaldeans’ pride, will
be like when God overthrew Sodom and
Gomorrah. 20 It will never be inhabited,
neither will it be lived in from generation
to generation. The Arabian will not pitch
a tent there, neither will shepherds make
their flocks lie down there. 21 But wild
animalsof thedesertwill lie there, and their
houses will be full of jackals. Ostriches will
dwell there, andwild goatswill frolic there.
22 Hyenas will cry in their fortresses, and
jackals in the pleasant palaces. Her time
is near to come, and her days will not be
prolonged.

14
1 For the LORD will have compassion on

Jacob, and will yet choose Israel, and set
them in their own land. The foreigner will
join himself with them, and they will unite
with the house of Jacob. 2 The peoples will
take them, and bring them to their place.
The house of Israel will possess them in
the LORD’s land for servants and for hand-
maids. They will take as captives those
whose captives they were; and they shall
rule over their oppressors.

3 It will happen in the day that the LORD
will give you rest from your sorrow, from
your trouble, and from the hard service in
which you were made to serve, 4 that you
will take up this parable against the king of
Babylon, and say, “How the oppressor has
ceased! The golden city has ceased!” 5 The
LORD has broken the staff of the wicked,
the scepter of the rulers, 6 who struck the
peoples in wrath with a continual stroke,
who ruled the nations in anger, with a per-
secution thatnoonerestrained. 7Thewhole
earth is at rest, and is quiet. They break out
in song. 8Yes, the cypress trees rejoice with

† 12:2 Hebrew: יה Yah ‡ 12:2 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise
noted as being from the short form יה Yah.
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you, with the cedars of Lebanon, saying,
“Since you are humbled, no lumberjack has
come up against us.” 9 Sheol* from beneath
hasmoved for you tomeet you at your com-
ing. It stirs up the departed spirits for you,
even all the rulers of the earth. It has raised
up from their thrones all the kings of the
nations. 10Theyallwill answerandaskyou,
“Have you also become as weak as we are?
Have you become like us?” 11 Your pomp
is brought down to Sheol,† with the sound
of your stringed instruments. Maggots are
spread out under you, and worms cover
you.

12 How you have fallen from heaven,
shining one, son of the dawn! How you
are cut down to the ground, who laid the
nations low! 13Yousaid inyourheart, “Iwill
ascend into heaven! I will exalt my throne
above the stars of God! I will sit on the
mountain of assembly, in the far north! 14 I
will ascend above the heights of the clouds!
Iwillmakemyself like theMostHigh!” 15Yet
you shall be brought down to Sheol,‡ to the
depths of the pit. 16 Those who see you will
stare at you. They will ponder you, saying,
“Is this the man who made the earth to
tremble,whoshookkingdoms, 17whomade
the world like a wilderness, and overthrew
its cities, who didn’t release his prisoners to
their home?”

18 All the kings of the nations sleep in
glory, everyone in his own house. 19 But
you are cast away from your tomb like an
abominable branch, clothed with the slain
who are thrust through with the sword,
who go down to the stones of the pit; like a
dead body trodden under foot. 20 You will
not join them in burial, because you have
destroyed your land. You have killed your
people. The offspring of evildoers will not
be named forever.

21 Prepare for slaughter of his children
because of the iniquity of their fathers, that
they not rise up and possess the earth, and
fill the surface of the world with cities. 22 “I
will rise up against them,” says the LORD
of Armies, “and cut off from Babylon name
and remnant, and son and son’s son,” says
the LORD. 23 “Iwill alsomake it a possession
for the porcupine, and pools of water. I will
sweep it with the broom of destruction,”
says the LORD of Armies.

24 The LORD of Armies has sworn, say-
ing, “Surely, as I have thought, so shall it
happen; and as I have purposed, so shall
it stand: 25 that I will break the Assyrian
in my land, and tread him under foot on
my mountains. Then his yoke will leave

them, andhis burden leave their shoulders.
26 This is the plan that is determined for
the whole earth. This is the hand that is
stretched out over all the nations. 27For the
LORD of Armies has planned, and who can
stop it? His hand is stretched out, and who
can turn it back?”

28 This burden was in the year that King
Ahaz died.

29 Don’t rejoice, O Philistia, all of you,
because the rod that struck you is broken;
for out of the serpent’s root an adder will
emerge, and his fruit will be a fiery flying
serpent. 30Thefirstbornof thepoorwill eat,
and the needy will lie down in safety; and
I will kill your root with famine, and your
remnant will be killed.

31 Howl, gate! Cry, city! You are melted
away, Philistia, all of you; for smoke comes
out of the north, and there is no straggler in
his ranks.

32What will they answer the messengers
of the nation? That the LORD has founded
Zion, and in her the afflicted of his people
will take refuge.

15
1The burden of Moab.
For in a night, Ar of Moab is laid waste,

and brought to nothing. For in a night
Kir of Moab is laid waste, and brought to
nothing. 2 They have gone up to Bayith,
and to Dibon, to the high places, to weep.
Moab wails over Nebo and over Medeba.
Baldness is on all of their heads. Every
beard is cut off. 3 In their streets, they clothe
themselves in sackcloth. In their streets
and on their housetops, everyone wails,
weeping abundantly. 4 Heshbon cries out
with Elealeh. Their voice is heard even to
Jahaz. Therefore the armed men of Moab
cry aloud. Their souls tremblewithin them.
5My heart cries out for Moab! Her nobles
flee to Zoar, to Eglath Shelishiyah; for they
go up by the ascent of Luhithwithweeping;
for on the way to Horonaim, they raise
up a cry of destruction. 6 For the waters
of Nimrim will be desolate; for the grass
has withered away, the tender grass fails,
there is no green thing. 7 Therefore they
will carry away the abundance they have
gotten, and that which they have stored up,
over the brook of the willows. 8 For the cry
has gone around the borders of Moab, its
wailing to Eglaim, and its wailing to Beer
Elim. 9 For the waters of Dimon are full of
blood; for I will bring yet more on Dimon,
a lion on those of Moabwho escape, and on
the remnant of the land.

* 14:9 Sheol is the place of the dead. † 14:11 Sheol is the place of the dead. ‡ 14:15 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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16
1 Send the lambs for the ruler of the land

from Selah to the wilderness, to the moun-
tain of the daughter of Zion. 2 For it will
be that as wandering birds, as a scattered
nest, so will the daughters of Moab be at
the fords of the Arnon. 3 Give counsel!
Execute justice! Make your shade like the
night in the middle of the noonday! Hide
the outcasts! Don’t betray the fugitive! 4Let
my outcasts dwell with you! As for Moab,
be a hiding place for him from the face
of the destroyer. For the extortionist is
brought tonothing. Destructionceases. The
oppressors are consumed out of the land.
5A thronewill be established in lovingkind-
ness. Onewill sit on it in truth, in the tent of
David, judging, seeking justice, and swift to
do righteousness.

6 We have heard of the pride of Moab,
that he is veryproud; evenof his arrogance,
his pride, and his wrath. His boastings
are nothing. 7 Therefore Moab will wail
for Moab. Everyone will wail. You will
mourn for the raisin cakes of Kir Hareseth,
utterly stricken. 8 For the fields of Hesh-
bon languish with the vine of Sibmah. The
lords of the nations have broken down its
choice branches, which reached even to
Jazer, which wandered into the wilderness.
Its shootswere spread abroad. They passed
over the sea. 9 Therefore I will weep with
theweeping of Jazer for the vine of Sibmah.
I will water you with my tears, Heshbon,
and Elealeh: for on your summer fruits and
on your harvest the battle shout has fallen.
10Gladness is taken away, and joy out of the
fruitfulfield; and in thevineyards therewill
be no singing, neither joyful noise. Nobody
will tread out wine in the presses. I have
made the shouting stop. 11 Therefore my
heart sounds like a harp for Moab, and my
inwardparts for KirHeres. 12 Itwill happen
that when Moab presents himself, when
he wearies himself on the high place, and
comes to his sanctuary to pray, that he will
not prevail.

13 This is the word that the LORD spoke
concerning Moab in time past. 14 But now
the LORDhas spoken, saying, “Within three
years, as aworker boundby contractwould
count them, the glory of Moab shall be
brought into contempt, with all his great
multitude; and the remnant will be very
small and feeble.”

17
1The burden of Damascus.
“Behold, Damascus is taken away from

being a city, and it will be a ruinous heap.
2The cities of Aroer are forsaken. They will
be for flocks, which shall lie down, and no

one shall make them afraid. 3 The fortress
shall cease fromEphraim, and the kingdom
from Damascus, and the remnant of Syria.
They will be as the glory of the children of
Israel,” says the LORD of Armies.

4 “It will happen in that day that the glory
of Jacob will be made thin, and the fatness
of his flesh will become lean. 5 It will be
like when the harvester gathers the wheat,
and his arm reaps the grain. Yes, it will be
like when one gleans grain in the valley of
Rephaim. 6 Yet gleanings will be left there,
like theshakingofanolive tree, twoor three
olives in the top of the uppermost bough,
four or five in the outermost branches of
a fruitful tree,” says the LORD, the God of
Israel. 7 In that day, people will look to
their Maker, and their eyes will have re-
spect for the Holy One of Israel. 8 They
will not look to the altars, the work of their
hands; neither shall they respect thatwhich
their fingers havemade, either the Asherah
poles or the incense altars. 9 In that day,
their strong cities will be like the forsaken
places in the woods and on the mountain
top, which were forsaken from before the
children of Israel; and it will be a desola-
tion. 10 For you have forgotten the God of
your salvation, and have not remembered
the rock of your strength. Therefore you
plant pleasant plants, and set out foreign
seedlings. 11 In thedayof yourplanting, you
hedge it in. In the morning, you make your
seed blossom, but the harvest flees away in
the day of grief and of desperate sorrow.

12 Ah, the uproar of many peoples who
roar like the roaring of the seas; and the
rushingofnations that rush like the rushing
of mighty waters! 13 The nations will rush
like the rushing ofmanywaters, but hewill
rebuke them, and they will flee far off, and
will be chased like the chaff of the moun-
tains before the wind, and like the whirling
dust before the storm. 14 At evening, be-
hold, terror! Before the morning, they are
no more. This is the portion of those who
plunder us, and the lot of those who rob us.

18
1 Ah, the land of the rustling of wings,

which is beyond the rivers of Ethiopia;
2 that sends ambassadors by the sea, even
in vessels of papyrus on the waters, saying,
“Go, you swift messengers, to a nation tall
and smooth, to a people awesome from
their beginning onward, a nation that mea-
sures out and treads down, whose land the
rivers divide!” 3 All you inhabitants of the
world, and you dwellers on the earth, when
abanner is liftedupon themountains, look!
When the trumpet is blown, listen!
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4 For the LORD said to me, “I will be still,
and I will see in my dwelling place, like
clear heat in sunshine, like a cloud of dew
in the heat of harvest.” 5 For before the
harvest, when the blossom is over, and the
flower becomes a ripening grape, he will
cut off the sprigs with pruning hooks, and
hewill cut down and take away the spread-
ing branches. 6Theywill be left together for
the ravenous birds of the mountains, and
for the animals of the earth. The ravenous
birds will eat them in the summer, and all
the animals of the earth will eat them in
the winter. 7 In that time, a present will
be brought to the LORD of Armies from a
people tall and smooth, even from a people
awesome from their beginning onward, a
nation that measures out and treads down,
whose land the rivers divide, to the place
of the name of the LORD of Armies, Mount
Zion.

19
1The burden of Egypt.
“Behold, the LORD rides on a swift cloud,

and comes to Egypt. The idols of Egypt will
tremble at his presence; and the heart of
Egypt will melt within it. 2 I will stir up the
Egyptians against the Egyptians, and they
will fight everyone against his brother, and
everyone against his neighbor; city against
city, and kingdom against kingdom. 3 The
spirit of the Egyptianswill fail within them.
I will destroy their counsel. They will seek
the idols, the charmers, those who have
familiar spirits, and thewizards. 4 Iwill give
over the Egyptians into the hand of a cruel
lord. Afierce kingwill rule over them,” says
the Lord, GOD* of Armies.

5 The waters will fail from the sea, and
the river will be wasted and become dry.
6 The rivers will become foul. The streams
of Egypt will be diminished and dried up.
The reeds and flags will wither away. 7The
meadows by the Nile, by the brink of the
Nile, and all the sown fields of the Nile, will
become dry, be driven away, and be no
more. 8 The fishermen will lament, and all
those who fish in the Nile will mourn, and
those who spread nets on the waters will
languish. 9 Moreover those who work in
combed flax, and those who weave white
cloth, will be confounded. 10The pillarswill
be broken in pieces. All those whowork for
hire will be grieved in soul.

11 The princes of Zoan are utterly fool-
ish. The counsel of the wisest counselors of
Pharaoh has become stupid. How do you
say to Pharaoh, “I am the son of the wise,

the sonof ancient kings”? 12Where thenare
your wise men? Let them tell you now; and
let themknowwhat theLORDofArmieshas
purposed concerning Egypt. 13 The princes
of Zoan have become fools. The princes of
Memphis are deceived. They have caused
Egypt to go astray, those who are the cor-
nerstone of her tribes. 14 The LORD has
mixeda spirit of perverseness in themiddle
of her; and they have caused Egypt to go
astray inall of itsworks, likeadrunkenman
staggers in his vomit. 15Neither shall there
be any work for Egypt, which head or tail,
palm branch or rush, may do. 16 In that day
the Egyptianswill be likewomen. Theywill
tremble and fear because of the shaking
of the LORD of Armies’s hand, which he
shakes over them. 17 The land of Judah
will become a terror to Egypt. Everyone to
whom mention is made of it will be afraid,
because of the plans of the LORD of Armies,
which he determines against it. 18 In that
day, there will be five cities in the land of
Egypt that speak the language of Canaan,
and swear to the LORD of Armies. One will
be called “The city of destruction.”

19 In that day, there will be an altar to the
LORD in themiddleof the landofEgypt, and
a pillar to the LORD at its border. 20 It will
be for a sign and for a witness to the LORD
of Armies in the land of Egypt; for they will
cry to the LORD because of oppressors, and
he will send them a savior and a defender,
and he will deliver them. 21 The LORD
will be known to Egypt, and the Egyptians
will know the LORD in that day. Yes, they
will worship with sacrifice and offering,
and will vow a vow to the LORD, and will
perform it. 22 The LORD will strike Egypt,
striking and healing. They will return to
the LORD, andhewill be entreatedby them,
and will heal them.

23 In that day there will be a highway out
of Egypt to Assyria, and the Assyrian shall
come into Egypt, and the Egyptian into As-
syria; and the Egyptians will worship with
the Assyrians.

24 In that day, Israel will be the third with
Egypt and with Assyria, a blessing within
the earth; 25 because the LORD of Armies
has blessed them, saying, “Blessed be Egypt
my people, Assyria the work of my hands,
and Israel my inheritance.”

20
1 In the year that Tartan came to Ashdod,

when Sargon the king of Assyria sent him,
and he fought against Ashdod and took it;
2 at that time the LORD spoke by Isaiah the

* 19:4 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew
“”, usually pronounced Yahweh).



Isaiah 20:3 541 Isaiah 22:13

son of Amoz, saying, “Go, and loosen the
sackcloth fromoffyourwaist, and takeyour
sandals fromoffyour feet.” Hedid so, walk-
ing naked and barefoot. 3 The LORD said,
“As my servant Isaiah has walked naked
and barefoot three years for a sign and a
wonder concerning Egypt and concerning
Ethiopia, 4 so the king of Assyria will lead
away the captives of Egypt and the exiles of
Ethiopia, young and old, naked and bare-
foot, and with buttocks uncovered, to the
shame of Egypt. 5 They will be dismayed
and confounded, because of Ethiopia their
expectation, and of Egypt their glory. 6 The
inhabitants of this coast land will say in
that day, ‘Behold, this is our expectation,
wherewe fled for help to be delivered from
the king of Assyria. And we, how will we
escape?’ ”

21
1The burden of the wilderness of the sea.
As whirlwinds in the South sweep

through, it comes from the wilderness,
from an awesome land. 2A grievous vision
is declared to me. The treacherous man
deals treacherously, and the destroyer
destroys. Go up, Elam; attack! I have
stopped all of Media’s sighing. 3 Therefore
my thighs are filled with anguish. Pains
have seizedme, like thepainsof awoman in
labor. I am in somuch pain that I can’t hear.
I am so dismayed that I can’t see. 4Myheart
flutters. Horror has frightened me. The
twilight that I desired has been turned into
trembling for me. 5They prepare the table.
They set the watch. They eat. They drink.
Rise up, you princes, oil the shield! 6 For
the Lord said to me, “Go, set a watchman.
Let him declare what he sees. 7 When he
sees a troop, horsemen in pairs, a troop of
donkeys, a troop of camels, he shall listen
diligently with great attentiveness.” 8 He
cried like a lion: “Lord, I stand continually
on the watchtower in the daytime, and
every night I stay at my post. 9Behold, here
comes a troop of men, horsemen in pairs.”
He answered, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon;
and all the engraved images of her gods
are broken to the ground.

10 You are my threshing, and the grain of
my floor!” That which I have heard from
theLORDofArmies, theGodof Israel, I have
declared to you.

11The burden of Dumah.
One calls to me out of Seir, “Watchman,

what of the night? Watchman, what of
the night?” 12 The watchman said, “The

morning comes, and also the night. If you
will inquire, inquire. Come back again.”

13The burden on Arabia.
You will lodge in the thickets in Arabia,

you caravans of Dedanites. 14They brought
water to him who was thirsty. The inhabi-
tants of the land of Tema met the fugitives
with their bread. 15For they fled away from
the swords, from the drawn sword, from
the bent bow, and from the heat of battle.
16 For the Lord said to me, “Within a year,
as aworker bound by contract would count
it, all the glory of Kedar will fail, 17 and the
residue of the number of the archers, the
mighty men of the children of Kedar, will
be few; for the LORD, the God of Israel, has
spoken it.”

22
1The burden of the valley of vision.
What ails you now, that you have all gone

up to the housetops? 2 You that are full of
shouting, a tumultuous city, a joyous town,
your slain are not slain with the sword,
neither are they dead in battle. 3 All your
rulers fled away together. Theywere bound
by the archers. All who were found by you
were bound together. They fled far away.
4 Therefore I said, “Look away from me. I
will weep bitterly. Don’t labor to comfort
me for thedestructionof thedaughterofmy
people.

5For it is a day of confusion, and of tread-
ing down, and of perplexity from the Lord,
GOD* of Armies, in the valley of vision, a
breaking down of the walls, and a crying to
the mountains.” 6 Elam carried his quiver,
with chariots of men and horsemen; and
Kir uncovered the shield. 7 Your choicest
valleys were full of chariots, and the horse-
men set themselves in array at the gate.
8He took away the covering of Judah; and
you looked in that day to the armor in the
house of the forest. 9 You saw the breaches
of David’s city, that they were many; and
you gathered together the waters of the
lower pool. 10 You counted the houses of
Jerusalem, and you broke down the houses
to fortify the wall. 11You also made a reser-
voir between the two walls for the water of
the old pool. But you didn’t look to himwho
had done this, neither did you have respect
for himwho planned it long ago.

12 In that day, the Lord, GOD† of Armies,
called toweeping, tomourning, tobaldness,
and to dressing in sackcloth; 13 and be-
hold, there is joy and gladness, killing cattle
and killing sheep, eatingmeat and drinking

* 22:5 When rendered in ALL CAPITALLETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s ProperName (Hebrew “”,
usually pronounced Yahweh). † 22:12 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation
of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”, usually pronounced Yahweh).



Isaiah 22:14 542 Isaiah 24:4

wine: “Let’s eat anddrink, for tomorrowwe
will die.” 14 The LORD‡ of Armies revealed
himself inmyears, “Surely this iniquitywill
not be forgiven you until you die,” says the
Lord, GOD of Armies.

15 The Lord, GOD of Armies says, “Go, get
yourself to this treasurer, even to Shebna,
who is over the house, and say, 16 ‘What are
you doing here? Who has you here, that
you have dug out a tomb here?’ Cutting
himself out a tombonhigh, chiselingahabi-
tation for himself in the rock!” 17 Behold,
the LORD will overcome you and hurl you
away violently. Yes, he will grasp you
firmly. 18 He will surely wind you around
and around, and throw you like a ball into
a large country. There you will die, and
there the chariots of your glory will be, you
disgrace of your lord’s house. 19 Iwill thrust
you from your office. You will be pulled
down from your station.

20 It will happen in that day that I will
call my servant Eliakim the son of Hilkiah,
21 and I will clothe him with your robe,
and strengthen him with your belt. I will
commit your government into his hand;
and he will be a father to the inhabitants
of Jerusalem, and to the house of Judah.
22 I will lay the key of David’s house on his
shoulder. He will open, and no one will
shut. Hewill shut, and no onewill open. 23 I
will fastenhim like anail in a sure place. He
will be for a throne of glory to his father’s
house. 24 They will hang on him all the
gloryofhis father’shouse, theoffspringand
the issue, every small vessel, from the cups
even to all the pitchers. 25 “In that day,”
says the LORD of Armies, “the nail that was
fastened in a sure placewill giveway. Itwill
be cut down and fall. The burden that was
on itwill be cut off, for theLORDhas spoken
it.”

23
1The burden of Tyre.
Howl, you ships of Tarshish! For it is laid

waste, so that there is no house, no entering
in. From the land of Kittim it is revealed to
them. 2Be still, you inhabitants of the coast,
youwhom themerchants of Sidon that pass
over the sea have replenished. 3 On great
waters, the seed of the Shihor, the harvest
of the Nile, was her revenue. She was the
market of nations. 4Be ashamed, Sidon; for
the sea has spoken, the stronghold of the
sea, saying, “I have not travailed, nor given
birth, neither have I nourished youngmen,
nor brought up virgins.” 5When the report
comes to Egypt, they will be in anguish at
the report of Tyre. 6 Pass over to Tarshish!

Wail, you inhabitants of the coast! 7 Is this
your joyous city, whose antiquity is of an-
cient days, whose feet carried her far away
to travel?

8 Who has planned this against Tyre,
the giver of crowns, whose merchants are
princes, whose traders are the honorable
of the earth? 9 The LORD of Armies has
planned it, to stain the pride of all glory,
to bring into contempt all the honorable of
the earth. 10 Pass through your land like
the Nile, daughter of Tarshish. There is
no restraint any more. 11He has stretched
out his hand over the sea. He has shaken
the kingdoms. The LORD has ordered the
destruction of Canaan’s strongholds. 12He
said, “You shall rejoice no more, you op-
pressed virgin daughter of Sidon. Arise,
pass over to Kittim. Even there you will
have no rest.”

13Behold, the land of the Chaldeans. This
people didn’t exist. The Assyrians founded
it for those who dwell in the wilderness.
They set up their towers. They overthrew
its palaces. They made it a ruin. 14 Howl,
you ships of Tarshish, for your stronghold is
laidwaste! 15 It will come to pass in that day
that Tyre will be forgotten seventy years,
according to the days of one king. After the
end of seventy years it will be to Tyre like
in the song of the prostitute. 16Take a harp;
go about the city, you prostitute that has
been forgotten. Make sweet melody. Sing
many songs, that youmay be remembered.
17 It will happen after the end of seventy
years that the LORDwill visit Tyre. She will
return to her wages, and will play the pros-
titute with all the kingdoms of the world on
the surfaceof theearth. 18Hermerchandise
and herwageswill be holiness to the LORD.
It will not be treasured nor laid up; for her
merchandise will be for those who dwell
before the LORD, to eat sufficiently, and for
durable clothing.

24
1 Behold, the LORD makes the earth

empty, makes it waste, turns it upside
down, and scatters its inhabitants. 2 It will
be as with the people, so with the priest; as
with the servant, sowithhismaster; aswith
the maid, so with her mistress; as with the
buyer, so with the seller; as with the credi-
tor, so with the debtor; as with the taker of
interest, so with the giver of interest. 3 The
earth will be utterly emptied and utterly
laid waste; for the LORD has spoken this
word. 4 The earth mourns and fades away.
The world languishes and fades away. The

‡ 22:14 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew
“”, usually pronounced Yahweh).
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lofty people of the earth languish. 5 The
earth also is polluted under its inhabitants,
because they have transgressed the laws,
violated the statutes, and broken the ever-
lasting covenant. 6 Therefore the curse has
devoured the earth, and those who dwell
therein are found guilty. Therefore the
inhabitants of the earth are burned, and
few men are left. 7 The new wine mourns.
The vine languishes. All the merry-hearted
sigh. 8 The mirth of tambourines ceases.
The sound of those who rejoice ends. The
joy of the harp ceases. 9They will not drink
winewitha song. Strongdrinkwill bebitter
to thosewho drink it. 10The confused city is
broken down. Every house is shut up, that
no man may come in. 11 There is a crying
in the streets because of the wine. All joy
is darkened. The mirth of the land is gone.
12The city is left in desolation, and the gate
is struck with destruction. 13 For it will be
so within the earth among the peoples, as
the shaking of anolive tree, as the gleanings
when the vintage is done.

14 These shall lift up their voice. They
will shout for themajesty of the LORD. They
cry aloud from the sea. 15Therefore glorify
the LORD in the east, even the name of the
LORD, the God of Israel, in the islands of
the sea! 16 From the uttermost part of the
earth have we heard songs. Glory to the
righteous!
But I said, “I pine away! I pine away!

woe is me!” The treacherous have dealt
treacherously. Yes, the treacherous have
dealt very treacherously. 17 Fear, the pit,
and the snare are on you who inhabit the
earth. 18 It will happen that he who flees
from the noise of the fear will fall into the
pit; and he who comes up out of the middle
of the pit will be taken in the snare; for
the windows on high are opened, and the
foundations of the earth tremble. 19 The
earth is utterly broken. The earth is torn
apart. The earth is shaken violently. 20 The
earth will stagger like a drunken man, and
will sway back and forth like a hammock.
Its disobedience will be heavy on it, and it
will fall and not rise again.

21 Itwill happen in that day that the LORD
will punish the army of the high ones on
high, and thekings of the earthon the earth.
22Theywill be gathered together, as prison-
ers are gathered in the pit, and will be shut
up in the prison; and after many days they
will be visited. 23 Then the moon will be
confounded, and the sun ashamed; for the
LORD of Armies will reign on Mount Zion

and in Jerusalem; and glory will be before
his elders.

25
1 The LORD, you are my God. I will

exalt you! I will praise your name, for
you have done wonderful things, things
planned long ago, in complete faithfulness
and truth. 2 For you have made a city into
a heap, a fortified city into a ruin, a palace
of strangers to be no city. It will never
be built. 3 Therefore a strong people will
glorify you. A city of awesome nations will
fear you. 4 For you have been a stronghold
to the poor, a stronghold to the needy in his
distress, a refuge from the storm, a shade
fromtheheat,when theblastof thedreaded
ones is like a stormagainst thewall. 5As the
heat in a dry place you will bring down the
noise of strangers; as the heat by the shade
of a cloud, the song of the dreaded oneswill
be brought low.

6 In this mountain, the LORD of Armies
will make all peoples a feast of choice
meat,* a feast of choice wines, of choice
meat full of marrow, of well refined choice
wines. 7 He will destroy in this mountain
the surface of the covering that covers all
peoples, and the veil that is spread over
all nations. 8 He has swallowed up death
forever! TheLordGODwillwipeaway tears
from off all faces. He will take the reproach
of his people away fromoffall the earth, for
the LORD has spoken it.

9 It shall be said in that day, “Behold, this
is our God! We have waited for him, and
he will save us! This is the LORD! We have
waited for him. We will be glad and rejoice
in his salvation!” 10 For the LORD’s hand
will rest in this mountain.
Moab will be trodden down in his place,

even like straw is trodden down in the wa-
ter of the dunghill. 11 He will spread out
his hands in the middle of it, like one who
swims spreads out hands to swim, but his
pride will be humbled together with the
craft of his hands. 12 He has brought the
high fortress of your walls down, laid low,
andbrought to the ground, even to the dust.

26
1 In that day, this song will be sung in the

land of Judah:
“We have a strong city.

God appoints salvation for walls and
bulwarks.

2 Open the gates, that the righteous nation
may enter:

the one which keeps faith.
* 25:6 literally, fat things * 26:4 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise
noted as being from the short form יה Yah.
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3You will keep whoever’s mind is steadfast
in perfect peace,

because he trusts in you.
4Trust in the LORD* forever;

for in the LORD,† the LORD, is an ever-
lasting Rock.

5For he has brought down those who dwell
on high, the lofty city.

He lays it low.
He lays it low even to the ground.
He brings it even to the dust.

6The foot shall tread it down,
even the feet of the poor
and the steps of the needy.”

7The way of the just is uprightness.
You who are upright make the path of
the righteous level.

8 Yes, in the way of your judgments, LORD,
we have waited for you.

Your name and your renown are the
desire of our soul.

9 With my soul I have desired you in the
night.

Yes, withmy spiritwithinme Iwill seek
you earnestly;

for when your judgments are in the
earth, the inhabitants of the world
learn righteousness.

10Let favor be shown to the wicked,
yet he will not learn righteousness.

In the land of uprightness he will deal
wrongfully,

and will not see the LORD’s majesty.

11 LORD, your hand is lifted up, yet they
don’t see;

but they will see your zeal for the peo-
ple and be disappointed.

Yes, fire will consume your adver-
saries.

12LORD, you will ordain peace for us,
for you have also done all our work for
us.

13 LORD our God, other lords besides you
have had dominion over us,

but we will only acknowledge your
name.

14The dead shall not live.
The departed spirits shall not rise.

Therefore you have visited and destroyed
them,

and caused all memory of them to per-
ish.

15You have increased the nation, O LORD.
You have increased the nation!

You are glorified!
Youhaveenlargedall theborders of the
land.

16LORD, in trouble they have visited you.

They poured out a prayer when your
chastening was on them.

17 Just as a woman with child, who draws
near the time of her delivery,

is in pain and cries out in her pangs,
so we have been before you, LORD.

18We have been with child.
We have been in pain.

We gave birth, it seems, only to wind.
Wehavenotworkedanydeliverance in
the earth;

neither have the inhabitants of the
world fallen.

19Your dead shall live.
Their dead bodies shall arise.

Awake and sing, you who dwell in the dust;
for your dew is like the dew of herbs,
and the earthwill cast out the departed
spirits.

20Come, my people, enter into your rooms,
and shut your doors behind you.

Hide yourself for a little moment,
until the indignation is past.

21 For, behold, the LORD comes out of his
place to punish the inhabitants of the
earth for their iniquity.

The earth also will disclose her blood,
and will no longer cover her slain.

27
1 In that day, the LORD with his

hard and great and strong sword will
punish leviathan, the fleeing serpent, and
leviathan, the twisted serpent; and he will
kill the dragon that is in the sea.

2 In that day, sing to her, “A pleasant
vineyard! 3 I, the LORD, am its keeper. I will
water it every moment. Lest anyone dam-
age it, I will keep it night and day. 4Wrath
is not in me, but if I should find briers and
thorns, I would do battle! I wouldmarch on
them and I would burn them together. 5Or
else let him take hold of my strength, that
hemaymake peace withme. Let himmake
peace withme.”

6 In days to come, Jacob will take root.
Israel will blossom and bud. They will fill
the surface of the world with fruit. 7Has he
struck them as he struck those who struck
them? Or are they killed like those who
killed themwerekilled? 8 Inmeasure,when
you send them away, you contend with
them. He has removed themwith his rough
blast in thedayof the eastwind. 9Therefore
by this the iniquity of Jacobwill be forgiven,
and this is all the fruit of taking away his
sin: that hemakes all the stones of the altar
as chalk stones that are beaten in pieces,
so that the Asherah poles and the incense
altars shall rise nomore. 10For the fortified

† 26:4 Hebrew: יה Yah
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city is solitary, a habitation deserted and
forsaken, like the wilderness. The calf will
feed there, and there he will lie down, and
consume its branches. 11When its boughs
are withered, they will be broken off. The
women will come and set them on fire,
for they are a people of no understanding.
Therefore he whomade themwill not have
compassion on them, and he who formed
themwill show them no favor.

12 Itwill happen in that day that the LORD
will thresh from the flowing stream of the
Euphrates to the brook of Egypt; and you
will be gathered one by one, children of
Israel.

13 It will happen in that day that a great
trumpetwill be blown; and thosewhowere
ready to perish in the land of Assyria, and
those who were outcasts in the land of
Egypt, shall come; and theywillworship the
LORD in the holy mountain at Jerusalem.

28
1Woe to the crown of pride of the drunk-

ards of Ephraim, and to the fading flower of
his glorious beauty, which is on the head of
the fertile valley of thosewhoare overcome
with wine! 2 Behold, the Lord has one
who is mighty and strong. Like a storm of
hail, a destroying storm, and like a storm
of mighty waters overflowing, he will cast
themdown to the earthwith his hand. 3The
crownofprideof thedrunkards of Ephraim
will be trodden under foot. 4 The fading
flower of his glorious beauty, which is on
the head of the fertile valley, shall be like
the first-ripe fig before the summer, which
someone picks and eats as soon as he sees
it. 5 In that day, the LORD of Armies will
become a crown of glory and a diadem of
beauty to the residue of his people, 6 and a
spirit of justice to himwho sits in judgment,
and strength to those who turn back the
battle at the gate.

7 They also reel with wine, and stagger
with strong drink. The priest and the
prophet reel with strong drink. They are
swallowed up by wine. They stagger with
strong drink. They err in vision. They
stumble in judgment. 8 For all tables are
completely full of filthy vomit and filthi-
ness.

9 Whom will he teach knowledge? To
whom will he explain the message? Those
who are weaned from the milk, and drawn
from the breasts? 10 For it is precept on
precept, precept on precept; line on line,
line on line; here a little, there a little.

11 But he will speak to this nation with
stammering lips and in another language,
12 to whom he said, “This is the resting
place. Give rest to the weary,” and “This
is the refreshing;” yet they would not hear.
13 Therefore the LORD’s word will be to
them precept on precept, precept on pre-
cept; line on line, line on line; here a little,
there a little; that they may go, fall back-
ward, be broken, be snared, and be taken.

14 Therefore hear the LORD’s word, you
scoffers, that rule this people in Jerusalem:
15 “Because you have said, ‘Wehavemade a
covenant with death, and we are in agree-
ment with Sheol.* When the overflowing
scourge passes through, itwon’t come to us;
for we have made lies our refuge, and we
have hidden ourselves under falsehood.’ ”
16 Therefore the Lord GOD says, “Behold,
I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a
tried stone, a precious cornerstone of a sure
foundation. He who believes shall not act
hastily. 17 I will make justice the measur-
ing line, and righteousness the plumb line.
The hail will sweep away the refuge of lies,
and the waters will overflow the hiding
place. 18Your covenant with death shall be
annulled, and your agreement with Sheol†
shall not stand. When the overflowing
scourge passes through, then you will be
trampled down by it. 19As often as it passes
through, it will seize you; for morning by
morning it will pass through, by day and by
night; and it will be nothing but terror to
understand the message.” 20 For the bed is
too short to stretch out on, and the blanket
is too narrow to wrap oneself in. 21 For the
LORDwill rise up as onMount Perazim. He
will be angry as in the valley of Gibeon; that
he may do his work, his unusual work, and
bring to pass his act, his extraordinary act.
22Now therefore don’t be scoffers, lest your
bonds be made strong; for I have heard a
decree of destruction from the Lord, GOD‡
of Armies, on the whole earth.

23 Give ear, and hear my voice! Listen,
and hear my speech! 24Does he who plows
to sow plow continually? Does he keep
turning the soil and breaking the clods?
25When he has leveled its surface, doesn’t
heplant thedill, and scatter the cumin seed,
and put in the wheat in rows, the barley
in the appointed place, and the spelt in its
place? 26 For his God instructs him in right
judgment and teaches him. 27 For the dill
isn’t threshedwith a sharp instrument, nei-
ther is a cart wheel turned over the cumin;
but the dill is beaten out with a stick, and

* 28:15 Sheol is the place of the dead. † 28:18 Sheol is the place of the dead. ‡ 28:22 When rendered in ALL
CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”, usually pronounced Yahweh).
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the cuminwith a rod. 28Breadflourmust be
ground; so he will not always be threshing
it. Although he drives the wheel of his
threshing cart over it, his horses don’t grind
it. 29 This also comes out from the LORD of
Armies, who is wonderful in counsel, and
excellent in wisdom.

29
1Woe toAriel! Ariel, the citywhereDavid

encamped! Add year to year; let the feasts
come around; 2 then I will distress Ariel,
and there will be mourning and lamenta-
tion. She shall be to me as an altar hearth.*
3 I will encamp against you all around you,
and will lay siege against you with posted
troops. I will raise siege works against you.
4 You will be brought down, and will speak
out of the ground. Your speechwillmumble
out of the dust. Your voice will be as of
one who has a familiar spirit, out of the
ground, and your speech will whisper out
of the dust.

5 But the multitude of your foes will be
like fine dust, and themultitude of the ruth-
less ones like chaff that blows away. Yes, it
will be in an instant, suddenly. 6 She will
be visited by the LORDofArmieswith thun-
der, with earthquake,with great noise, with
whirlwind and storm, and with the flame
of a devouring fire. 7 The multitude of all
the nations that fight against Ariel, even all
who fight against her and her stronghold,
and who distress her, will be like a dream,
a vision of the night. 8 It will be like when
a hungryman dreams, and behold, he eats;
but he awakes, and his hunger isn’t satis-
fied; or like when a thirsty man dreams,
and behold, he drinks; but he awakes, and
behold, he is faint, and he is still thirsty.
The multitude of all the nations that fight
against Mount Zion will be like that.

9 Pause and wonder! Blind yourselves
and be blind! They are drunken, but not
with wine; they stagger, but not with strong
drink. 10 For the LORD has poured out on
you a spirit of deep sleep, and has closed
your eyes, the prophets; andhehas covered
your heads, the seers. 11 All vision has
become to you like the words of a book that
is sealed, which men deliver to one who is
educated, saying, “Read this, please;” and
he says, “I can’t, for it is sealed;” 12 and
the book is delivered to one who is not
educated, saying, “Read this, please;” and
he says, “I can’t read.”

13 The Lord said, “Because this people
draws near with their mouth and honors
me with their lips, but they have removed
their heart far from me, and their fear of
me is a commandment of men which has

been taught; 14 therefore, behold, I will
proceed to do a marvelous work among
this people, even a marvelous work and a
wonder; and the wisdom of their wise men
will perish, and the understanding of their
prudent menwill be hidden.”

15 Woe to those who deeply hide their
counsel from the LORD, and whose deeds
are in thedark, andwho say, “Whoseesus?”
and “Who knows us?” 16 You turn things
upside down! Should the potter be thought
to be like clay, that the thing made should
sayabouthimwhomade it, “Hedidn’tmake
me;” or the thing formed say of him who
formed it, “He has no understanding”?

17 Isn’t it yet a very little while, and
Lebanon will be turned into a fruitful field,
and the fruitful field will be regarded as a
forest? 18 In that day, the deaf will hear
the words of the book, and the eyes of the
blind will see out of obscurity and out of
darkness. 19 The humble also will increase
their joy in the LORD, and the poor among
men will rejoice in the Holy One of Israel.
20For the ruthless isbrought tonothing, and
the scoffer ceases, and all those who are
alert to do evil are cut off— 21who cause a
person to be indicted by a word, and lay a
snare for onewho reproves in the gate, and
who deprive the innocent of justice with
false testimony.

22 Therefore the LORD, who redeemed
Abraham, says concerning the house of Ja-
cob: “Jacob shall no longer be ashamed,
neither shall his facegrowpale. 23Butwhen
he sees his children, the work of my hands,
in the middle of him, they will sanctify my
name. Yes, they will sanctify the Holy One
of Jacob, and will stand in awe of the God
of Israel. 24 They also who err in spirit
will come to understanding, and those who
grumble will receive instruction.”

30
1 “Woe to the rebellious children”, says

the LORD, “who take counsel, but not from
me; andwhomake an alliance, but notwith
mySpirit, that theymayadd sin to sin; 2who
set out to godown intoEgyptwithout asking
for my advice, to strengthen themselves in
the strength of Pharaoh, and to take refuge
in the shadow of Egypt! 3 Therefore the
strength of Pharaoh will be your shame,
and the refuge in the shadow of Egypt your
confusion. 4 For their princes are at Zoan,
and theirambassadorshavecometoHanes.
5 They shall all be ashamed because of a
people that can’t profit them, that are not
a help nor profit, but a shame, and also a
reproach.”

6The burden of the animals of the South.
* 29:2 or, Ariel
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Through the land of trouble and anguish,
of the lioness and the lion, the viper and
fiery flying serpent, they carry their riches
on the shoulders of young donkeys, and
their treasures on the humps of camels, to
an unprofitable people. 7For Egypt helps in
vain, and to no purpose; therefore I have
called her Rahab who sits still. 8 Now go,
write it before them on a tablet, and in-
scribe it in a book, that it may be for the
time to come forever and ever. 9 For it is a
rebellious people, lying children, children
who will not hear the LORD’s law; 10 who
tell the seers, “Don’t see!” and the prophets,
“Don’t prophesy to us right things. Tell us
pleasant things. Prophesy deceits. 11 Get
out of the way. Turn away from the path.
Cause the Holy One of Israel to cease from
before us.” 12 Therefore the Holy One of
Israel says, “Because you despise this word,
and trust in oppression and perverseness,
and rely on it, 13 therefore this iniquity shall
be toyou likeabreachready to fall, swelling
out in a high wall, whose breaking comes
suddenly in an instant. 14 He will break it
as a potter’s vessel is broken, breaking it in
pieces without sparing, so that there won’t
be found among the broken pieces a piece
good enough to take fire from the hearth, or
to dip up water out of the cistern.”

15 For thus said the Lord GOD, the Holy
One of Israel, “You will be saved in return-
ing and rest. Your strength will be in quiet-
ness and in confidence.” You refused, 16but
you said, “No, for we will flee on horses;”
thereforeyouwillflee; and, “Wewill rideon
the swift;” therefore those who pursue you
will be swift. 17One thousandwill flee at the
threat of one. At the threat of five, you will
flee until you are left like a beacon on the
top of a mountain, and like a banner on a
hill.

18 Therefore the LORD will wait, that he
may be gracious to you; and therefore he
will be exalted, that he may have mercy on
you, for theLORD isaGodof justice. Blessed
are all those who wait for him. 19 For
the people will dwell in Zion at Jerusalem.
You will weep no more. He will surely be
gracious to you at the voice of your cry.
When he hears you, he will answer you.
20 Though the Lord may give you the bread
of adversity and the water of affliction, yet
your teachers won’t be hidden any more,
but your eyes will see your teachers; 21 and
when you turn to the right hand, and when
you turn to the left, your ears will hear a
voice behind you, saying, “This is the way.
Walk in it.” 22You shall defile the overlaying
of your engraved images of silver, and the
plating of your molten images of gold. You

shall cast them away as an unclean thing.
You shall tell it, “Go away!”

23Hewill give the rain for your seed, with
which you will sow the ground; and bread
of the increase of the ground will be rich
and plentiful. In that day, your livestock
will feed in large pastures. 24 The oxen
likewise and the young donkeys that till the
groundwill eat savory feed,whichhasbeen
winnowed with the shovel and with the
fork. 25Therewill be brooks and streams of
wateronevery loftymountainandonevery
high hill in the day of the great slaughter,
when the towers fall. 26Moreover the light
of the moon will be like the light of the sun,
and the light of the sun will be seven times
brighter, like the light of seven days, in the
day that the LORD binds up the fracture of
his people, and heals the wound they were
struck with.

27 Behold, the LORD’s name comes from
far away, burning with his anger, and in
thick rising smoke. His lips are full of in-
dignation. His tongue is as a devouring fire.
28 His breath is as an overflowing stream
that reaches even to the neck, to sift the
nations with the sieve of destruction. A
bridle that leads to ruinwill be in the jawsof
thepeoples. 29Youwill havea song, as in the
nightwhenaholy feast is kept, andgladness
of heart, as when one goes with a flute to
come to the LORD’s mountain, to Israel’s
Rock. 30 The LORD will cause his glorious
voice to beheard, andwill show thedescent
of his arm,with the indignation of his anger
and the flame of a devouring fire, with a
blast, storm, and hailstones. 31 For through
the LORD’s voice the Assyrian will be dis-
mayed. He will strike him with his rod.
32 Every stroke of the rod of punishment,
which theLORDwill layonhim,will bewith
the sound of tambourines and harps. He
will fight with them in battles, brandishing
weapons. 33 For his burning place has long
been ready. Yes, it is prepared for the king.
He has made its pyre deep and large with
fire and much wood. The LORD’s breath,
like a stream of sulfur, kindles it.

31
1 Woe to those who go down to Egypt for

help,
and rely on horses,
and trust in chariots because they are
many,

and in horsemenbecause they are very
strong,

but they don’t look to the Holy One of
Israel,

and they don’t seek the LORD!
2Yet he also is wise, and will bring disaster,
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and will not call back his words, but
will arise against the house of the
evildoers,

and against the help of thosewhowork
iniquity.

3Now the Egyptians are men, and not God;
and their horses flesh, and not spirit.

When theLORDstretchesouthishand, both
he who helps shall stumble,

and he who is helped shall fall,
and they all shall be consumed to-
gether.

4For the LORD says to me,
“As the lion and the young lion growling

over his prey,
if a multitude of shepherds is called
together against him,

will not be dismayed at their voice,
nor abase himself for their noise,
so the LORD of Armies will come down
to fight on Mount Zion and on its
heights.

5As birds hovering, so the LORD of Armies
will protect Jerusalem.

He will protect and deliver it.
He will pass over and preserve it.”

6 Return to him from whom you have
deeply revolted, children of Israel.
7 For in that day everyone shall cast
away his idols of silver and his idols
of gold—sin which your own hands
havemade for you.

8 “The Assyrian will fall by the sword, not
of man;

and the sword, not of mankind, shall
devour him.

He will flee from the sword,
and his youngmenwill become subject
to forced labor.

9His rockwill pass awayby reasonof terror,
and his princes will be afraid of the
banner,”

says the LORD, whose fire is in Zion,
and his furnace in Jerusalem.

32
1Behold, aking shall reign in righteousness,

and princes shall rule in justice.
2A man shall be as a hiding place from the

wind,
and a covert from the storm,
as streams of water in a dry place,
as the shade of a large rock in a weary
land.

3The eyes of those who see will not be dim,
and the ears of those who hear will
listen.

4 The heart of the rash will understand
knowledge,

and the tongue of the stammerers will
be ready to speak plainly.

5The fool will no longer be called noble,
nor the scoundrel be highly respected.

6For the fool will speak folly,
and his heart will work iniquity,
to practice profanity,
and to utter error against the LORD,
to make empty the soul of the hungry,
and to cause the drink of the thirsty to
fail.

7The ways of the scoundrel are evil.
He devises wicked plans to destroy the
humble with lying words,

even when the needy speaks right.
8But the noble devises noble things,

and he will continue in noble things.

9Rise up, youwomenwho are at ease! Hear
my voice!

You careless daughters, give ear to my
speech!

10 For days beyond a year you will be trou-
bled, you careless women;

for the vintage will fail.
The harvest won’t come.

11Tremble, you womenwho are at ease!
Be troubled, you careless ones!
Strip yourselves, make yourselves
naked,

and put sackcloth on your waist.
12Beat your breasts for the pleasant fields,

for the fruitful vine.
13 Thorns and briers will come up on my

people’s land;
yes, onall thehousesof joy in the joyous
city.

14For the palace will be forsaken.
The populous city will be deserted.
The hill and the watchtower will be for
dens forever,

a delight for wild donkeys,
a pasture of flocks,

15 until the Spirit is poured on us from on
high,

and the wilderness becomes a fruitful
field,

and the fruitful field is considered a
forest.

16Then justice will dwell in the wilderness;
and righteousness will remain in the
fruitful field.

17The work of righteousness will be peace,
and the effect of righteousness, quiet-
ness and confidence forever.

18My people will live in a peaceful habita-
tion,

in safe dwellings,
and in quiet resting places,

19 though hail flattens the forest,
and the city is leveled completely.

20 Blessed are you who sow beside all wa-
ters,



Isaiah 33:1 549 Isaiah 33:24

who send out the feet of the ox and the
donkey.

33
1Woe to you who destroy, but you weren’t

destroyed,
and who betray, but nobody betrayed
you!

When you have finished destroying, you
will be destroyed;

and when you have finished betrayal,
you will be betrayed.

2 LORD, be gracious to us. We have waited
for you.

Be our strength everymorning,
our salvationalso in the timeof trouble.

3 At the noise of the thunder, the peoples
have fled.

When you lift yourself up, the nations
are scattered.

4Your plunderwill be gathered as the cater-
pillar gathers.

Menwill leap on it as locusts leap.
5The LORD is exalted, for he dwells onhigh.

He has filled Zionwith justice and righ-
teousness.

6 There will be stability in your times,
abundance of salvation, wisdom,
and knowledge.

The fear of the LORD is your treasure.

7Behold, their valiant ones cry outside;
the ambassadors of peace weep bit-
terly.

8The highways are desolate.
The travelingman ceases.
The covenant is broken.
He has despised the cities.
He doesn’t respect man.

9The landmourns and languishes.
Lebanon is confounded and withers
away.

Sharon is like a desert, and Bashan and
Carmel are stripped bare.

10 “Now I will arise,” says the LORD.
“Now I will lift myself up.
Now I will be exalted.

11Youwill conceive chaff.
You will give birth to stubble.
Your breath is a fire that will devour
you.

12 The peoples will be like the burning of
lime,

like thorns that are cut down and
burned in the fire.

13 Hear, you who are far off, what I have
done;

and, you who are near, acknowledge
mymight.”

14The sinners in Zion are afraid.

Trembling has seized the godless ones.
Who among us can live with the devouring

fire?
Who among us can live with everlast-
ing burning?

15Hewhowalks righteously
and speaks blamelessly,
he who despises the gain of oppres-
sions,

who gestures with his hands, refusing
to take a bribe,

who stops his ears from hearing of
bloodshed,

and shutshis eyes from lookingat evil—
16he will dwell on high.

His place of defense will be the fortress
of rocks.

His bread will be supplied.
His waters will be sure.

17Your eyes will see the king in his beauty.
They will see a distant land.

18Your heart will meditate on the terror.
Where is he who counted?
Where is he whoweighed?
Where is he who counted the towers?

19Youwill no longer see the fierce people,
a people of a deep speech that you can’t
comprehend,

with a strange language that you can’t
understand.

20 Look at Zion, the city of our appointed
festivals.

Your eyes will see Jerusalem, a quiet
habitation,

a tent that won’t be removed.
Its stakes will never be plucked up,

nor will any of its cords be broken.
21 But there the LORD will be with us in

majesty,
a place of wide rivers and streams,
in which no galley with oars will go,
neither will any gallant ship pass by
there.

22For the LORD is our judge.
The LORD is our lawgiver.
The LORD is our king.
He will save us.

23Your rigging is untied.
They couldn’t strengthen the foot of
their mast.

They couldn’t spread the sail.
Then the prey of a great plunder was di-

vided.
The lame took the prey.

24The inhabitant won’t say, “I am sick.”
The people who dwell therein will be
forgiven their iniquity.
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34
1Come near, you nations, to hear!

Listen, you peoples.
Let the earth and all it contains hear,
the world, and everything that comes
from it.

2 For the LORD is enraged against all the
nations,

and angry with all their armies.
He has utterly destroyed them.

He has given them over for slaughter.
3Their slain will also be cast out,

and the stench of their dead bodieswill
come up.

Themountains will melt in their blood.
4All of the army of the skywill be dissolved.

The sky will be rolled up like a scroll,
and all its armies will fade away,
as a leaf fades from off a vine or a fig
tree.

5Formy sword has drunk its fill in the sky.
Behold, it will come down on Edom,
and on the people ofmy curse, for judg-
ment.

6The LORD’s sword is filled with blood.
It is covered with fat, with the blood of
lambs and goats,

with the fat of the kidneys of rams;
for the LORD has a sacrifice in Bozrah,
and a great slaughter in the land of
Edom.

7The wild oxen will come downwith them,
and the young bulls with the mighty
bulls;

and their land will be drunken with
blood,

and their dust made greasy with fat.

8For the LORD has a day of vengeance,
a year of recompense for the cause of
Zion.

9 Its streams will be turned into pitch,
its dust into sulfur,
and its landwill become burning pitch.

10 It won’t be quenched night or day.
Its smoke will go up forever.
From generation to generation, it will
lie waste.

No onewill pass through it forever and
ever.

11 But the pelican and the porcupine will
possess it.

The owl and the raven will dwell in it.
He will stretch the line of confusion over it,

and the plumb line of emptiness.
12 They shall call its nobles to the kingdom,

but none shall be there;
and all its princes shall be nothing.

13Thorns will come up in its palaces,
nettles and thistles in its fortresses;

and it will be a habitation of jackals,
a court for ostriches.

14 The wild animals of the desert will meet
with the wolves,

and the wild goat will cry to his fellow.
Yes, the night creature* shall settle there,

and shall find herself a place of rest.
15Thearrowsnakewillmakehernest there,

and lay, hatch, and gather under her
shade.

Yes, the kites will be gathered there,
every one with her mate.

16Search in the book of the LORD, and read:
not one of these will be missing.
None will lack her mate.
For mymouth has commanded,
and his Spirit has gathered them.

17He has cast the lot for them,
and his hand has divided it to them
with ameasuring line.

They shall possess it forever.
From generation to generation they
will dwell in it.

35
1 The wilderness and the dry land will be

glad.
The desertwill rejoice andblossom like
a rose.

2 It will blossom abundantly,
and rejoice even with joy and singing.
Lebanon’s glory will be given to it,
the excellence of Carmel and Sharon.
They will see the LORD’s glory,
the excellence of our God.

3 Strengthen the weak hands,
andmake the feeble knees firm.

4 Tell those who have a fearful heart, “Be
strong!

Don’t be afraid!
Behold, your God will come with

vengeance, God’s retribution.
He will come and save you.

5Then the eyes of the blind will be opened,
and the ears of the deaf will be un-
stopped.

6Then the lamemanwill leap like a deer,
and the tongue of themute will sing;
for waters will break out in the wilder-
ness,

and streams in the desert.
7The burning sand will become a pool,

and the thirsty ground springs of wa-
ter.

Grass with reeds and rushes will be in
the habitation of jackals, where they
lay.

* 34:14 literally, lilith, which could also be a night demon or night monster
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8A highwaywill be there, a road,
and it will be called “The HolyWay”.

The unclean shall not pass over it,
but it will be for those who walk in the
Way.

Wicked fools shall not go there.
9No lion will be there,

nor will any ravenous animal go up on
it.

They will not be found there;
but the redeemedwill walk there.

10 Then the LORD’s ransomed ones will re-
turn,

and comewith singing to Zion;
and everlasting joy will be on their
heads.

They will obtain gladness and joy,
and sorrow and sighingwill flee away.”

36
1 Now in the fourteenth year of King

Hezekiah, Sennacherib king of Assyria at-
tacked all of the fortified cities of Judah and
captured them. 2 The king of Assyria sent
Rabshakeh from Lachish to Jerusalem to
King Hezekiah with a large army. He stood
by the aqueduct from the upper pool in the
fuller’s field highway. 3 Then Eliakim the
sonofHilkiah,whowasover thehousehold,
and Shebna the scribe, and Joah, the son of
Asaph the recorder came out to him.

4 Rabshakeh said to them, “Now tell
Hezekiah, ‘The great king, the king of As-
syria, says, “What confidence is this in
which you trust? 5 I say that your coun-
sel and strength for the war are only vain
words. Now inwhomdo you trust, that you
have rebelled against me? 6 Behold, you
trust in the staff of this bruised reed, even
in Egypt, which if a man leans on it, it will
go into his hand and pierce it. So is Pharaoh
king of Egypt to all who trust in him. 7But if
you tell me, ‘We trust in the LORD our God,’
isn’t that he whose high places and whose
altars Hezekiah has taken away, and has
said to Judah and to Jerusalem, ‘You shall
worship before this altar’?” 8 Now there-
fore, please make a pledge to my master
the king of Assyria, and I will give you two
thousand horses, if you are able on your
part to set riders on them. 9 How then
can you turn away the face of one captain
of the least of my master’s servants, and
put your trust in Egypt for chariots and for
horsemen? 10Have I come up now without
theLORDagainst this land todestroy it? The
LORD said to me, “Go up against this land,
and destroy it.” ’ ”

11 Then Eliakim, Shebna and Joah said to
Rabshakeh, “Please speak to your servants
in Aramaic, for we understand it. Don’t

speak to us in the Jews’ language in the
hearing of the people who are on the wall.”

12 But Rabshakeh said, “Has my master
sent me only to your master and to you,
to speak these words, and not to the men
who sit on the wall, who will eat their own
dung and drink their own urine with you?”
13 Then Rabshakeh stood, and called out
with a loud voice in the Jews’ language, and
said, “Hear the words of the great king, the
king of Assyria! 14 The king says, ‘Don’t let
Hezekiah deceive you; for he will not be
able to deliver you. 15 Don’t let Hezekiah
make you trust in the LORD, saying, “The
LORDwill surely deliver us. This city won’t
be given into the hand of the king of As-
syria.” ’ 16 Don’t listen to Hezekiah, for the
king of Assyria says, ‘Make your peace with
me, and come out to me; and each of you
eat from his vine, and each one from his fig
tree, and each one of you drink the waters
of his own cistern; 17 until I come and take
you away to a land like your own land, a
land of grain and newwine, a land of bread
andvineyards. 18Beware lestHezekiahper-
suade you, saying, “The LORD will deliver
us.” Have any of the gods of the nations
delivered their lands from the hand of the
king of Assyria? 19 Where are the gods of
Hamath and Arpad? Where are the gods of
Sepharvaim? Have they delivered Samaria
from my hand? 20 Who are they among
all the gods of these countries that have
delivered their countryout ofmyhand, that
the LORD should deliver Jerusalem out of
my hand?’ ”

21 But they remained silent, and said
nothing in reply, for the king’s command-
ment was, “Don’t answer him.”

22 Then Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, who
was over the household, and Shebna the
scribe, and Joah, the son of Asaph the
recorder, came to Hezekiah with their
clothes torn, and told him the words of
Rabshakeh.

37
1 When King Hezekiah heard it, he tore

his clothes, covered himself with sackcloth,
and went into the LORD’s house. 2He sent
Eliakim, who was over the household, and
Shebna the scribe, and the elders of the
priests, covered with sackcloth, to Isaiah
the prophet, the son of Amoz. 3 They said
to him, “Hezekiah says, ‘Today is a day of
trouble, and of rebuke, and of rejection; for
the children have come to the birth, and
there is no strength to give birth. 4 It may
be the LORD your God will hear the words
of Rabshakeh, whom the king of Assyria
his master has sent to defy the living God,
and will rebuke the words which the LORD
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your God has heard. Therefore lift up your
prayer for the remnant that is left.’ ”

5 So the servants of King Hezekiah came
to Isaiah.

6 Isaiah said to them, “Tell your master,
‘The LORD says, “Don’t be afraid of the
words that you have heard, with which the
servants of the king of Assyria have blas-
phemed me. 7 Behold, I will put a spirit in
him and he will hear news, and will return
to his own land. I will cause him to fall by
the sword in his own land.” ’ ”

8 So Rabshakeh returned, and found the
king of Assyria warring against Libnah,
for he heard that he had departed from
Lachish. 9 He heard news concerning
Tirhakah king of Ethiopia, “He has come
out to fight against you.” When he heard
it, he sent messengers to Hezekiah, saying,
10 “Thus you shall speak toHezekiah king of
Judah, saying, ‘Don’t let your God in whom
you trust deceive you, saying, “Jerusalem
won’t be given into the hand of the king
of Assyria.” 11 Behold, you have heard
what the kings of Assyria have done to all
lands, by destroying them utterly. Shall
you be delivered? 12 Have the gods of the
nations delivered them, which my fathers
have destroyed, Gozan, Haran, Rezeph, and
the children of Eden who were in Telassar?
13 Where is the king of Hamath, and the
king of Arpad, and the king of the city of
Sepharvaim, of Hena, and Ivvah?’ ”

14 Hezekiah received the letter from the
hand of the messengers and read it. Then
Hezekiah went up to the LORD’s house,
and spread it before the LORD. 15Hezekiah
prayed to the LORD, saying, 16 “LORD of
Armies, the God of Israel, who is enthroned
among the cherubim, you are theGod, even
you alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth.
You have made heaven and earth. 17 Turn
your ear, LORD, and hear. Open your eyes,
LORD, and behold. Hear all of the words of
Sennacherib,whohas sent todefy the living
God. 18 Truly, LORD, the kings of Assyria
have destroyed all the countries and their
land, 19 and have cast their gods into the
fire; for they were no gods, but the work
of men’s hands, wood and stone; therefore
they have destroyed them. 20 Now there-
fore, LORD our God, save us from his hand,
that all thekingdomsof the earthmayknow
that you are the LORD, even you only.”

21 Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to
Hezekiah, saying, “The LORD, the God of
Israel says, ‘Because you have prayed tome
against Sennacherib king of Assyria, 22 this
is the word which the LORD has spoken
concerning him: The virgin daughter of
Zion has despised you and ridiculed you.
The daughter of Jerusalem has shaken her

head at you. 23 Whom have you defied
and blasphemed? Against whom have you
exalted your voice and lifted up your eyes
on high? Against the Holy One of Israel.
24 By your servants, you have defied the
Lord, and have said, “With themultitude of
my chariots I have come up to the height
of the mountains, to the innermost parts of
Lebanon. I will cut down its tall cedars and
its choice cypress trees. I will enter into its
farthest height, the forest of its fruitful field.
25 I have dug and drunkwater, andwith the
sole of my feet I will dry up all the rivers of
Egypt.”

26 “ ‘Have you not heard how I have done
it long ago, and formed it in ancient times?
Now I have brought it to pass, that it should
be yours to destroy fortified cities, turning
them into ruinous heaps. 27Therefore their
inhabitants had little power. They were
dismayed and confounded. They were like
the grass of the field, and like the green
herb, like the grass on the housetops, and
like a field before its crop has grown. 28But
I know your sitting down, your going out,
yourcoming in, andyourragingagainstme.
29 Because of your raging against me, and
because your arrogance has come up into
my ears, therefore I will put my hook in
your nose and my bridle in your lips, and I
will turn you back by theway bywhich you
came.

30 “ ‘This shall be the sign to you: You will
eat this year that which grows of itself, and
in the second year that which springs from
it; and in the third year sow and reap and
plant vineyards, and eat their fruit. 31 The
remnant that is escaped of the house of
Judah will again take root downward, and
bear fruit upward. 32 For out of Jerusalem
a remnant will go out, and survivors will
escape from Mount Zion. The zeal of the
LORD of Armies will perform this.’

33 “Therefore the LORD says concerning
the king of Assyria, ‘Hewill not come to this
city, nor shoot an arrow there, neither will
he come before it with shield, nor cast up
a mound against it. 34 He will return the
way that he came, andhewon’t come to this
city,’ says the LORD. 35 ‘For I will defend this
city to save it, for my own sake, and for my
servant David’s sake.’ ”

36 Then the LORD’s angel went out and
struck one hundred and eighty-five thou-
sand men in the camp of the Assyrians.
When men arose early in the morning, be-
hold, these were all dead bodies. 37 So
SennacheribkingofAssyriadeparted,went
away, returned to Nineveh, and stayed
there. 38 As he was worshiping in the
house of Nisroch his god, Adrammelech
and Sharezer his sons struck him with the
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sword; and they escaped into the land of
Ararat. Esar Haddon his son reigned in his
place.

38
1 In those days Hezekiah was sick and

near death. Isaiah the prophet, the son of
Amoz, came to him, and said to him, “The
LORD* says, ‘Set your house in order, for
you will die, and not live.’ ”

2 Then Hezekiah turned his face to the
wall and prayed to the LORD, 3 and said,
“Remember now, the LORD, I beg you, how
I have walked before you in truth and with
a perfect heart, and have done that which
is good in your sight.” Then Hezekiah wept
bitterly.

4 Then the LORD’s word came to Isaiah,
saying, 5 “Go, and tell Hezekiah, ‘The LORD,
the God of David your father, says, “I have
heard your prayer. I have seen your tears.
Behold, I will add fifteen years to your life.
6 I will deliver you and this city out of the
hand of the king of Assyria, and I will de-
fend this city. 7This shall be the sign to you
from the LORD, that the LORD will do this
thing that he has spoken. 8 Behold, I will
cause the shadowon the sundial, which has
gone down on the sundial of Ahaz with the
sun, to returnbackward tensteps.” ’ ”So the
sun returned ten steps on the sundial on
which it had gone down.

9 The writing of Hezekiah king of Judah,
when he had been sick, and had recovered
of his sickness:
10 I said, “In the middle of my life I go into

the gates of Sheol.†
I am deprived of the residue of my
years.”

11 I said, “I won’t see the LORD,‡
the LORD§ in the land of the living.
I will seeman nomorewith the inhabi-
tants of the world.

12My dwelling is removed,
and is carried away from me like a
shepherd’s tent.

I have rolled upmy life like a weaver.
He will cut me off from the loom.
From day even to night you will make
an end of me.

13 I waited patiently until morning.
He breaks all my bones like a lion.
From day even to night you will make
an end of me.

14 I chattered like a swallow or a crane.
I moaned like a dove.
My eyes weaken looking upward.
Lord, I am oppressed.

Bemy security.”
15What will I say?

He has both spoken to me, and himself
has done it.

I will walk carefully all my years be-
cause of the anguish of my soul.

16Lord, men live by these things;
andmy spirit finds life in all of them.
You restore me, and causeme to live.

17Behold, for peace I had great anguish,
but you have in love for my soul deliv-
ered it from the pit of corruption;

for you have cast all my sins behind
your back.

18For Sheol* can’t praise you.
Death can’t celebrate you.

Those who go down into the pit can’t hope
for your truth.

19The living, the living, he shall praise you,
as I do today.

The father shall make known your
truth to the children.

20The LORDwill saveme.
Therefore we will sing my songs with
stringed instruments all the days of
our life in the LORD’s house.

21Now Isaiah had said, “Let them take a
cake of figs, and lay it for a poultice on the
boil, and he shall recover.” 22Hezekiah also
had said, “What is the sign that I will go up
to the LORD’s house?”

39
1At that time, Merodach-baladan the son

of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent letters
and a present to Hezekiah, for he heard
that he had been sick, and had recovered.
2 Hezekiah was pleased with them, and
showed them the house of his precious
things, the silver, the gold, the spices, and
the precious oil, and all the house of his ar-
mor, and all thatwas found in his treasures.
There was nothing in his house, nor in all
his dominion, that Hezekiah didn’t show
them. 3 Then Isaiah the prophet came to
King Hezekiah, and asked him, “What did
these men say? From where did they come
to you?”
Hezekiah said, “They have come from a

country far fromme, even from Babylon.”
4Then he asked, “What have they seen in

your house?”
Hezekiah answered, “They have seen all

that is inmyhouse. There is nothing among
my treasures that I have not shown them.”

5Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, “Hear the
word of the LORD of Armies: 6 ‘Behold,
the days are coming when all that is in

* 38:1 LORD or GOD in all caps is from the Hebrew יהוה Yahweh except when otherwise noted as being from the short
formיהYah. † 38:10 Sheol is the place of the dead. ‡ 38:11 Hebrew: Yahיה § 38:11 Hebrew: Yahיה * 38:18
Sheol is the place of the dead.
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your house, and that which your fathers
have stored up until today, will be carried
to Babylon. Nothing will be left,’ says the
LORD. 7 ‘Theywill take away your sonswho
will issue from you, whom you shall father,
and they will be eunuchs in the king of
Babylon’s palace.’ ”

8 Then Hezekiah said to Isaiah, “The
LORD’s word which you have spoken is
good.” He said moreover, “For there will be
peace and truth inmy days.”

40
1“Comfort, comfortmypeople,” saysyour

God. 2 “Speak comfortably to Jerusalem,
and call out to her that her warfare is ac-
complished, that her iniquity is pardoned,
that she has received of the LORD’s hand
double for all her sins.”
3The voice of one who calls out,

“Prepare the way of the LORD in the
wilderness!

Make a level highway in the desert for
our God.

4Every valley shall be exalted,
and every mountain and hill shall be
made low.

The uneven shall be made level,
and the rough places a plain.

5The LORD’s glory shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together;
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken
it.”

6The voice of one saying, “Cry out!”
One said, “What shall I cry?”

“All flesh is like grass,
and all its glory is like the flower of the
field.

7The grass withers,
the flower fades,
because the LORD’s breath blows on it.
Surely the people are like grass.

8The grass withers,
the flower fades;
but the word of our God stands for-
ever.”

9Youwho tell good news to Zion, go up on a
highmountain.

You who tell good news to Jerusalem,
lift up your voice with strength!

Lift it up! Don’t be afraid!
Say to the cities of Judah, “Behold, your
God!”

10 Behold, the Lord GOD will come as a
mighty one,

and his armwill rule for him.
Behold, his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.

11Hewill feed his flock like a shepherd.
He will gather the lambs in his arm,

and carry them in his bosom.
He will gently lead those who have
their young.

12Who has measured the waters in the hol-
low of his hand,

andmarked off the sky with his span,
and calculated the dust of the earth in a
measuring basket,

and weighed themountains in scales,
and the hills in a balance?

13Who has directed the LORD’s Spirit,
or has taught him as his counselor?

14Who did he take counsel with,
and who instructed him,
and taught him in the path of justice,
and taught him knowledge,
and showed him the way of under-
standing?

15 Behold, the nations are like a drop in a
bucket,

and are regarded as a speck of dust on
a balance.

Behold, he liftsup the islands likeavery
little thing.

16Lebanon is not sufficient to burn,
nor its animals sufficient for a burnt
offering.

17 All the nations are like nothing before
him.

They are regarded by him as less than
nothing, and vanity.

18To whom thenwill you liken God?
Or what likeness will you compare to
him?

19Aworkman has cast an image,
and the goldsmith overlays itwith gold,
and casts silver chains for it.

20He who is too impoverished for such an
offering chooses a tree that will not
rot.

He seeks a skillful workman to set up a
carved image for him that will not be
moved.

21Haven’t you known?
Haven’t you heard?
Haven’t you been told from the begin-
ning?

Haven’t you understood from the foun-
dations of the earth?

22 It is he who sits above the circle of the
earth,

and its inhabitants are like grasshop-
pers;

who stretches out the heavens like a
curtain,

and spreads them out like a tent to
dwell in,

23who brings princes to nothing,
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who makes the judges of the earth
meaningless.

24They are planted scarcely.
They are sown scarcely.
Their stock has scarcely taken root in
the ground.

He merely blows on them, and they
wither,

and the whirlwind takes them away as
stubble.

25 “To whom thenwill you likenme?
Who is my equal?” says the Holy One.

26Lift up your eyes on high,
and see who has created these,
who brings out their army by number.
He calls them all by name.
By the greatness of his might,
and because he is strong in power,
not one is lacking.

27Why do you say, Jacob,
and speak, Israel,
“Myway is hidden from the LORD,
and the justice due me is disregarded
bymy God”?

28Haven’t you known?
Haven’t you heard?
The everlasting God, the LORD,
the Creator of the ends of the earth,
doesn’t faint.

He isn’t weary.
His understanding is unsearchable.

29He gives power to the weak.
He increases the strength of him who
has nomight.

30Even the youths faint and get weary,
and the youngmen utterly fall;
31but those whowait for the LORDwill
renew their strength.

They will mount up with wings like
eagles.

They will run, and not be weary.
They will walk, and not faint.

41
1 “Keep silent before me, islands,

and let the peoples renew their
strength.

Let them come near,
then let them speak.
Let’s meet together for judgment.

2Who has raised up one from the east?
Who called him to his feet in righteous-
ness?

He hands over nations to him
andmakes him rule over kings.
Hegives themlike thedust tohis sword,
like the driven stubble to his bow.

3He pursues them
and passes by safely,

evenbyaway thathehadnot gonewith
his feet.

4Who has worked and done it,
calling the generations from the begin-
ning?

I, the LORD, the first, and with the last,
I am he.”

5The islands have seen, and fear.
The ends of the earth tremble.
They approach, and come.

6Everyone helps his neighbor.
They say to their brothers, “Be strong!”

7 So the carpenter encourages the gold-
smith.

He who smooths with the hammer en-
courages himwho strikes the anvil,

saying of the soldering, “It is good;”
andhe fastens itwithnails, that itmight
not totter.

8 “But you, Israel, my servant,
Jacob whom I have chosen,
the offspring of Abrahammy friend,
9 you whom I have taken hold of from
the ends of the earth,

and called from its corners,
and said to you, ‘You are my servant.
I have chosen you and have not cast
you away.’

10Don’t you be afraid, for I amwith you.
Don’t be dismayed, for I am your God.
I will strengthen you.
Yes, I will help you.
Yes, I will uphold you with the right
hand of my righteousness.

11 Behold, all those who are incensed
against you will be disappointed and
confounded.

Those who strive with you will be like
nothing, and shall perish.

12Youwill seek them, and won’t find them,
even those who contend with you.
Those who war against you will be as
nothing,

as a nonexistent thing.
13 For I, the LORD your God, will hold your

right hand,
saying to you, ‘Don’t be afraid.
I will help you.’

14Don’t be afraid, you worm Jacob,
and youmen of Israel.
I will help you,” says the LORD.
“Your Redeemer is the Holy One of Is-
rael.

15Behold, I havemade you into anew sharp
threshing instrument with teeth.

You will thresh themountains,
and beat them small,
and will make the hills like chaff.

16Youwill winnow them,
and the wind will carry them away,
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and the whirlwind will scatter them.
You will rejoice in the LORD.

Youwill glory in the Holy One of Israel.

17Thepoor andneedy seekwater, and there
is none.

Their tongue fails for thirst.
I, the LORD, will answer them.

I, the God of Israel, will not forsake
them.

18 I will open rivers on the bare heights,
and springs in themiddle of thevalleys.
I will make the wilderness a pool of
water,

and the dry land springs of water.
19 I will put cedar, acacia, myrtle, and oil

trees in the wilderness.
I will set cypress trees, pine, and box
trees together in the desert;

20 that they may see, know, consider,
and understand together,

that the LORD’s hand has done this,
and the Holy One of Israel has created
it.

21Produce your cause,” says the LORD.
“Bring out your strong reasons!” says
the King of Jacob.

22 “Let them announce and declare to us
what will happen!

Declare the former things, what they
are,

that we may consider them, and know
the latter end of them;

or show us things to come.
23Declare the things that are to come here-

after,
that wemay know that you are gods.

Yes, do good, or do evil,
that wemay be dismayed,
and see it together.

24Behold, you are nothing,
and your work is nothing.
Hewho chooses you is an abomination.

25 “I have raised up one from the north, and
he has come,

fromthe risingof the sun, onewhocalls
onmy name,

and he shall come on rulers as on mor-
tar,

and as the potter treads clay.
26Who has declared it from the beginning,

that wemay know?
and before, that we may say, ‘He is
right’?

Surely, there is no one who declares.
Surely, there is no one who shows.
Surely, there is no one who hears your
words.

27 I am the first to say to Zion, ‘Behold, look
at them;’

and I will give one who brings good
news to Jerusalem.

28When I look, there is noman,
even among them there is no counselor
who, when I ask, can answer a word.

29 Behold, all of their deeds are vanity and
nothing.

Theirmolten images arewind and con-
fusion.

42
1 “Behold, my servant, whom I uphold,

my chosen, in whommy soul delights:
I have put my Spirit on him.
He will bring justice to the nations.

2Hewill not shout,
nor raise his voice,
nor cause it to be heard in the street.

3Hewon’t break a bruised reed.
Hewon’t quench a dimly burningwick.
He will faithfully bring justice.

4Hewill not fail nor be discouraged,
until he has set justice in the earth,
and the islands wait for his law.”

5God the LORD,
he who created the heavens and
stretched them out,

he who spread out the earth and that
which comes out of it,

he who gives breath to its people and
spirit to those whowalk in it, says:

6 “I, the LORD, have called you in righteous-
ness.

I will hold your hand.
I will keep you,
and make you a covenant for the peo-
ple,

as a light for the nations,
7 to open the blind eyes,
to bring the prisoners out of the dun-
geon,

and thosewho sit in darkness out of the
prison.

8 “I am the LORD.
That is my name.
I will not give my glory to another,
nor my praise to engraved images.

9Behold, the former things have happened
and I declare new things.
I tell you about them before they come
up.”

10 Sing to the LORD a new song,
andhispraise fromtheendof theearth,
you who go down to the sea,
and all that is therein,
the islands and their inhabitants.

11Let thewildernessand its cities raise their
voices,

with the villages that Kedar inhabits.
Let the inhabitants of Sela sing.
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Let them shout from the top of the
mountains!

12Let them give glory to the LORD,
and declare his praise in the islands.

13The LORDwill go out like amighty man.
He will stir up zeal like aman of war.
He will raise a war cry.
Yes, he will shout aloud.
He will triumph over his enemies.

14 “I have been silent a long time.
I have been quiet and restrained my-
self.

Now I will cry out like a travailing
woman. I will both gasp and pant.

15 I will destroymountains and hills,
and dry up all their herbs.
I will make the rivers islands,
and will dry up the pools.

16 I will bring the blind by a way that they
don’t know.

I will lead them in paths that they don’t
know.

I will make darkness light before them,
and crooked places straight.
I will do these things,
and I will not forsake them.

17 “Those who trust in engraved images,
who tell molten images,
‘You are our gods,’
will be turned back.
They will be utterly disappointed.

18 “Hear, you deaf,
and look, you blind,
that youmay see.

19Who is blind, but my servant?
Or who is as deaf as my messenger
whom I send?

Who is as blind as he who is at peace,
and as blind as the LORD’s servant?

20You seemany things, but don’t observe.
His ears are open, but he doesn’t listen.

21 It pleased the LORD, for his righteous-
ness’ sake, to magnify the law

andmake it honorable.
22 But this is a robbed and plundered peo-

ple.
All of them are snared in holes,
and they are hidden in prisons.

They have become captives, and no one
delivers,

and a plunder, and no one says, ‘Re-
store them!’

23Who is there amongyouwhowill give ear
to this?

Whowill listen and hear for the time to
come?

24Who gave Jacob as plunder,
and Israel to the robbers?

Didn’t the LORD, he against whom we
have sinned?

For they would not walk in his ways,
and they disobeyed his law.

25Therefore he poured the fierceness of his
anger on him,

and the strength of battle.
It set him on fire all around, but he didn’t

know.
It burned him, but he didn’t take it to
heart.”

43
1But now the LORDwho created you, Jacob,

and he who formed you, Israel, says:
“Don’t be afraid, for I have redeemed you.

I have called you by your name.
You aremine.

2When you pass through the waters, I will
be with you,

and through the rivers, they will not
overflow you.

When you walk through the fire, you will
not be burned,

and flamewill not scorch you.
3For I am the LORD your God,

the Holy One of Israel,
your Savior.

I have given Egypt as your ransom,
Ethiopia and Seba in your place.

4 Since you have been precious and hon-
ored inmy sight,

and I have loved you,
therefore I will give people in your
place,

and nations instead of your life.
5Don’t be afraid, for I amwith you.

I will bring your offspring from the
east,

and gather you from the west.
6 I will tell the north, ‘Give them up!’

and tell the south, ‘Don’t hold them
back!

Bringmy sons from far away,
andmy daughters from the ends of the
earth—

7 everyone who is called bymy name,
and whom I have created for my glory,
whom I have formed,
yes, whom I havemade.’ ”

8Bring out the blind people who have eyes,
and the deaf who have ears.

9Let all the nations be gathered together,
and let the peoples be assembled.

Who among them can declare this,
and show us former things?

Let them bring their witnesses, that they
may be justified,

or let them hear, and say, “That is true.”
10 “You aremywitnesses,” says the LORD,
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“Withmy servantwhom I have chosen;
that youmay know and believeme,
and understand that I am he.

Before me there was no God formed,
neither will there be after me.

11 I myself am the LORD.
Besides me, there is no savior.

12 I have declared, I have saved, and I have
shown,

and there was no strange god among
you.

Therefore you aremywitnesses”,
says the LORD, “and I am God.

13Yes, since the day was, I am he.
There is no one who can deliver out of
my hand.

I will work, and who can hinder it?”
14 The LORD, your Redeemer, the Holy

One of Israel says: “For your sake, I have
sent to Babylon, and I will bring all of them
down as fugitives, even the Chaldeans, in
the ships of their rejoicing. 15 I am the
LORD, your Holy One, the Creator of Israel,
your King.”

16The LORD, whomakes away in the sea,
and a path in themighty waters,

17who brings out the chariot and horse,
the army and themighty man
(they lie down together, they shall not
rise;

they are extinct, they are quenched like
a wick) says:

18 “Don’t remember the former things,
and don’t consider the things of old.

19Behold, I will do a new thing.
It springs out now.
Don’t you know it?

I will evenmake a way in the wilderness,
and rivers in the desert.

20 The animals of the field, the jackals and
the ostriches, shall honorme,

because I give water in the wilderness
and rivers in the desert,

to give drink to my people, my chosen,
21 thepeoplewhich I formed formyself,
that theymight declare my praise.

22Yet you have not called onme, Jacob;
but you have been weary of me, Israel.

23 You have not brought me any of your
sheep for burnt offerings,

neither have you honored me with
your sacrifices.

I have not burdened youwith offerings,
nor wearied you with frankincense.

24 You have bought me no sweet cane with
money,

nor have you filled me with the fat of
your sacrifices,

but you have burdenedmewith your sins.
You haveweariedmewith your iniqui-
ties.

25 I, even I, am he who blots out your trans-
gressions for my own sake;

and I will not remember your sins.
26Put me in remembrance.

Let us plead together.
Declare your case,

that youmay be justified.
27Your first father sinned,

and your teachers have transgressed
against me.

28Therefore Iwill profane theprinces of the
sanctuary;

and I will make Jacob a curse,
and Israel an insult.”

44
1Yet listen now, Jacobmy servant,

and Israel, whom I have chosen.
2This is what the LORDwhomade you,

and formed you from the womb,
whowill help you says:

“Don’t be afraid, Jacobmy servant;
and you, Jeshurun, whom I have cho-
sen.

3For Iwill pourwater onhimwho is thirsty,
and streams on the dry ground.

I will pourmy Spirit on your descendants,
andmy blessing on your offspring;

4and they will spring up among the grass,
as willows by the watercourses.

5Onewill say, ‘I am the LORD’s.’
Another will be called by the name of
Jacob;

andanotherwillwritewithhis hand ‘to
the LORD,’

and honor the name of Israel.”
6This is what the LORD, the King of Israel,

and his Redeemer, the LORD of Armies,
says:

“I am the first, and I am the last;
and besides me there is no God.

7Who is like me?
Whowill call,
and will declare it,
and set it in order for me,
since I established the ancient people?

Let themdeclare the things that are coming,
and that will happen.

8Don’t fear,
neither be afraid.

Haven’t I declared it to you long ago,
and shown it?

You aremywitnesses.
Is there a God besides me?

Indeed, there is not.
I don’t know any other Rock.”

9 Everyone who makes a carved image is
vain.

The things that they delight in will not
profit.
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Their own witnesses don’t see, nor
know, that they may be disap-
pointed.

10Who has fashioned a god,
ormolds an image that is profitable for
nothing?

11 Behold, all his fellows will be disap-
pointed;

and the workmen aremeremen.
Let them all be gathered together.

Let them stand up.
They will fear.
They will be put to shame together.

12The blacksmith takes an ax,
works in the coals,
fashions it with hammers,
and works it with his strong arm.

He is hungry,
and his strength fails;

he drinks no water,
and is faint.

13The carpenter stretches out a line.
Hemarks it out with a pencil.
He shapes it with planes.
Hemarks it out with compasses,
and shapes it like the figure of a man,
with the beauty of a man,
to reside in a house.

14He cuts down cedars for himself,
and takes the cypress and the oak,
and strengthens for himself one among
the trees of the forest.

He plants a cypress tree,
and the rain nourishes it.

15Then it will be for aman to burn;
and he takes some of it and warms
himself.

Yes, he burns it and bakes bread.
Yes, he makes a god andworships it;

he makes it a carved image, and falls
down to it.

16He burns part of it in the fire.
With part of it, he eats meat.
He roasts a roast and is satisfied.

Yes, he warms himself
and says, “Aha! I amwarm. I have seen
the fire.”

17The rest of it he makes into a god,
even his engraved image.

He bows down to it and worships,
and prays to it, and says, “Deliver me,
for you aremy god!”

18 They don’t know, neither do they con-
sider,

for he has shut their eyes, that they
can’t see,

and their hearts, that they can’t under-
stand.

19No one thinks,

neither is there knowledge nor under-
standing to say,

“I have burned part of it in the fire.
Yes, I havealsobakedbreadon its coals.
I have roastedmeat and eaten it.
Shall I make the rest of it into an abom-
ination?

Shall I bow down to a tree trunk?”
20He feeds on ashes.

A deceived heart has turned him aside;
and he can’t deliver his soul,
nor say, “Isn’t there a lie in my right
hand?”

21Remember these things, Jacob and Israel,
for you aremy servant.
I have formed you.
You aremy servant.
Israel, you will not be forgotten byme.

22 I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, your
transgressions,

and, as a cloud, your sins.
Return tome, for I have redeemed you.

23Sing, you heavens, for the LORDhas done
it!

Shout, you lower parts of the earth!
Break out into singing, you mountains,
O forest, all of your trees,

for the LORD has redeemed Jacob,
and will glorify himself in Israel.

24The LORD, your Redeemer,
andhewho formedyou fromthewomb
says:

“I am the LORD, whomakes all things;
who alone stretches out the heavens;
who spreads out the earth bymyself;

25who frustrates the signs of the liars,
andmakes diviners mad;

who turns wise men backward,
andmakes their knowledge foolish;

26who confirms the word of his servant,
and performs the counsel of his mes-
sengers;

who says of Jerusalem, ‘She will be inhab-
ited;’

and of the cities of Judah, ‘They will be
built,’

and ‘I will raise up its waste places;’
27who says to the deep, ‘Be dry,’

and ‘I will dry up your rivers,’
28 who says of Cyrus, ‘He is my shepherd,

and shall perform all my pleasure,’
even saying of Jerusalem, ‘She will be
built;’

andof the temple, ‘Your foundationwill
be laid.’ ”

45
1The LORD says to his anointed, to Cyrus,

whose right hand I have held to subdue
nations before him and strip kings of their
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armor, to open the doors before him, and
the gates shall not be shut:
2 “I will go before you

andmake the rough places smooth.
I will break the doors of bronze in pieces

and cut apart the bars of iron.
3 I will give you the treasures of darkness

and hidden riches of secret places,
that you may know that it is I, the LORD,

who calls you by your name,
even the God of Israel.

4For Jacobmy servant’s sake,
and Israel my chosen,

I have called you by your name.
I have given you a title,
though you have not knownme.

5 I am the LORD, and there is no one else.
Besides me, there is no God.

I will strengthen* you,
though you have not knownme,

6 that they may know from the rising of the
sun,

and from the west,
that there is no one besides me.

I am the LORD, and there is no one else.
7 I form the light

and create darkness.
I make peace

and create calamity.
I am the LORD,

who does all these things.

8Rain, you heavens, from above,
and let the skies pour down righteous-
ness.

Let the earth open, that it may produce
salvation,

and let it cause righteousness to spring
up with it.

I, the LORD, have created it.

9Woe to himwho strives with his Maker—
a clay pot among the clay pots of the
earth!

Shall theclayaskhimwhofashions it, ‘What
are youmaking?’

or your work, ‘He has no hands’?
10 Woe to him who says to a father, ‘What

have you become the father of?’
or to a mother, ‘What have you given
birth to?’ ”

11The LORD, the Holy One of Israel
and his Maker says:

“You ask me about the things that are to
come, concerningmy sons,

and you command me concerning the
work of my hands!

12 I have made the earth, and created man
on it.

I, even my hands, have stretched out
the heavens.

I have commanded all their army.
13 I have raised him up in righteousness,

and I will make all his ways straight.
He shall build my city,

and he shall let my exiles go free,
not for price nor reward,” says the
LORD of Armies.

14The LORD says: “The labor of Egypt,
and themerchandise of Ethiopia,
and the Sabeans, men of stature, will
come over to you,

and they will be yours.
They will go after you.

They shall come over in chains.
They will bow down to you.

They will make supplication to you:
‘Surely God is in you; and there is no
one else.

There is no other god.
15 Most certainly you are a God who has

hidden yourself,
God of Israel, the Savior.’ ”

16They will be disappointed,
yes, confounded, all of them.
Those who are makers of idols will go
into confusion together.

17 Israel will be saved by the LORD with an
everlasting salvation.

You will not be disappointed nor con-
founded to ages everlasting.

18For the LORDwho created the heavens,
the God who formed the earth and
made it,

who established it and didn’t create it a
waste,

who formed it to be inhabited says:
“I am the LORD.

There is no other.
19 I have not spoken in secret,

in a place of the land of darkness.
I didn’t say to the offspring of Jacob, ‘Seek

me in vain.’
I, the LORD, speak righteousness.
I declare things that are right.

20 “Assemble yourselves and come.
Draw near together, you who have es-
caped from the nations.

Those have no knowledge who carry the
wood of their engraved image,

and pray to a god that can’t save.
21Declare and present it.

Yes, let them take counsel together.
Who has shown this from ancient time?

Who has declared it of old?
Haven’t I, the LORD?

* 45:5 or, equip
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There is no otherGodbesidesme, a just God
and a Savior.

There is no one besides me.

22 “Look to me, and be saved, all the ends of
the earth;

for I am God, and there is no other.
23 I have sworn bymyself.

The word has gone out of my mouth
in righteousness, and will not be re-
voked,

that to me every knee shall bow,
every tongue shall take an oath.

24They will say of me,
‘There is righteousness and strength
only in the LORD.’ ”

Even to himwill men come.
All thosewho raged against himwill be
disappointed.

25All the offspring of Israel will be justified
in the LORD,

and will rejoice!

46
1Bel bows down.

Nebo stoops.
Their idols are carried by animals,

and on the livestock.
The things that you carried around are

heavy loads,
a burden for the weary.

2They stoop and they bow down together.
They could not deliver the burden,
but they have gone into captivity.

3 “Listen to me, house of Jacob,
and all the remnant of the house of
Israel,

that havebeen carried from their birth,
that have been carried from thewomb.

4Even to old age I am he,
and even to gray hairs I will carry you.

I havemade, and I will bear.
Yes, I will carry, and will deliver.

5 “To whom will you compare me, and con-
sider my equal,

and compare me, as if we were the
same?

6 Some pour out gold from the bag,
and weigh silver in the balance.

They hire a goldsmith,
and hemakes it a god.

They fall down—
yes, they worship.

7They bear it on their shoulder.
They carry it, and set it in its place, and
it stands there.

It cannot move from its place.
Yes, onemay cry to it, yet it can not answer.

It cannot save him out of his trouble.

8 “Remember this, and show yourselves
men.

Bring it to mind again, you transgres-
sors.

9Remember the former things of old;
for I am God, and there is no other.
I am God, and there is none like me.

10 I declare the end from the beginning,
and from ancient times things that are
not yet done.

I say: My counsel will stand,
and I will do all that I please.

11 I call a ravenous bird from the east,
theman ofmy counsel from a far coun-
try.

Yes, I have spoken.
I will also bring it to pass.

I have planned.
I will also do it.

12Listen to me, you stubborn-hearted,
who are far from righteousness!

13 I bringmy righteousness near.
It is not far off,
andmy salvation will not wait.

I will grant salvation to Zion,
my glory to Israel.

47
1 “Come down and sit in the dust, virgin

daughter of Babylon.
Sit on the ground without a throne,
daughter of the Chaldeans.

For you will no longer be called tender
and delicate.

2Take themillstones and grind flour.
Remove your veil, lift up your skirt,
uncover your legs,

and wade through the rivers.
3Your nakedness will be uncovered.

Yes, your shamewill be seen.
I will take vengeance,

and will spare no one.”
4Our Redeemer, the LORD of Armies is his

name,
is the Holy One of Israel.

5 “Sit in silence, and go into darkness,
daughter of the Chaldeans.

For you shall no longer be called
themistress of kingdoms.

6 I was angry withmy people.
I profanedmy inheritance
and gave them into your hand.

You showed them nomercy.
You laid a very heavy yoke on the aged.

7You said, ‘I will be a princess forever,’
so that you didn’t lay these things to
your heart,

nor did you remember the results.
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8 “Now therefore hear this, you who are
given to pleasures,

who sit securely,
who say in your heart,

‘I am, and there is no one else besides
me.

I won’t sit as a widow,
neitherwill I know the loss of children.’

9But these two things will come to you in a
moment in one day:

the loss of children andwidowhood.
Theywill comeonyou in their fullmeasure,

in themultitude of your sorceries,
and the great abundance of your en-
chantments.

10For you have trusted in your wickedness.
You have said, ‘No one sees me.’

Your wisdom and your knowledge has per-
verted you.

You have said in your heart, ‘I am, and
there is no one else besides me.’

11Therefore disaster will come on you.
You won’t knowwhen it dawns.

Mischief will fall on you.
You won’t be able to put it away.

Desolation will come on you suddenly,
which you don’t understand.

12 “Stand nowwith your enchantments
and with the multitude of your sor-
ceries,

in which you have labored from your
youth,

as if youmight profit,
as if youmight prevail.

13You are wearied in the multitude of your
counsels.

Now let the astrologers, the stargaz-
ers, and the monthly prognostica-
tors stand up and save you from the
things that will happen to you.

14Behold, they are like stubble.
The fire will burn them.
They won’t deliver themselves from
the power of the flame.

It won’t be a coal to warm at
or a fire to sit by.

15The things that you labored inwill be like
this:

those who have trafficked with you
from your youthwill eachwander in
his ownway.

There will be no one to save you.

48
1 “Hear this, house of Jacob,

you who are called by the name of Is-
rael,

and have come out of the waters of
Judah.

You swear by the LORD’s name,

andmakemention of the God of Israel,
but not in truth, nor in righteousness—

2 for they call themselves citizensof theholy
city,

and rely on the God of Israel;
the LORD of Armies is his name.

3 I have declared the former things from of
old.

Yes, they went out of my mouth, and I
revealed them.

I did them suddenly, and they hap-
pened.

4Because I knew that you are obstinate,
and your neck is an iron sinew,
and your brow bronze;

5 therefore I have declared it to you from of
old;

before it came to pass I showed it to
you;

lest you should say, ‘My idol has done
them.

My engraved image andmymolten im-
age has commanded them.’

6You have heard it.
Now see all this.
And you, won’t you declare it?

“I have shown you new things from this
time,

even hidden things, which you have
not known.

7They are created now, and not fromof old.
Before today, you didn’t hear them,
lest you should say, ‘Behold, I knew
them.’

8Yes, you didn’t hear.
Yes, you didn’t know.
Yes, from of old your ear was not
opened,

for I knew that you dealt very treacher-
ously,

and were called a transgressor from
the womb.

9Formy name’s sake, I will defer my anger,
and formy praise, I hold it back for you
so that I don’t cut you off.

10Behold, I have refined you,
but not as silver.
I have chosen you in the furnace of
affliction.

11Formy own sake,
for my own sake, I will do it;

for howwouldmy name be profaned?
I will not give my glory to another.

12 “Listen to me, O Jacob,
and Israel my called:

I am he.
I am the first.
I am also the last.

13 Yes, my hand has laid the foundation of
the earth,
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and my right hand has spread out the
heavens.

when I call to them, they stand up to-
gether.

14 “Assemble yourselves, all of you, and
hear!

Who among them has declared these
things?

He whom the LORD loves will do what he
likes to Babylon,

and his arm will be against the
Chaldeans.

15 I, even I, have spoken.
Yes, I have called him.

I have brought him
and he shall make his way prosperous.

16 “Come near to me and hear this:

“From the beginning I have not spoken in
secret;

from the time that it happened, I was
there.”

Now the Lord GOD has sent me
with his Spirit.

17The LORD,
your Redeemer,
the Holy One of Israel, says:

“I am the LORD your God,
who teaches you to profit,
who leads you by the way that you
should go.

18Oh that youhad listened tomy command-
ments!

Then your peace would have been like
a river

and your righteousness like the waves
of the sea.

19 Your offspring also would have been as
the sand

and the descendants of your body like
its grains.

His name would not be cut off nor de-
stroyed from before me.”

20Leave Babylon!
Flee from the Chaldeans!

With the soundof joyful shoutingannounce
this,

tell it even to the end of the earth;
say, “The LORD has redeemed his ser-
vant Jacob!”

21 They didn’t thirst when he led them
through the deserts.

He caused the waters to flow out of the
rock for them.

He also split the rock and the waters
gushed out.

22 “There is no peace”, says the LORD, “for
the wicked.”

49
1Listen, islands, to me.

Listen, you peoples, from afar:
the LORD has calledme from the womb;

from the inside of my mother, he has
mentionedmy name.

2Hehasmademymouth likea sharp sword.
He has hidden me in the shadow of his
hand.

He has mademe a polished shaft.
He has kept me close in his quiver.

3He said to me, “You aremy servant,
Israel, in whom I will be glorified.”

4But I said, “I have labored in vain.
I have spent my strength in vain for
nothing;

yet surely the justice due to me is with the
LORD,

andmy reward withmy God.”
5 Now the LORD, he who formed me from

the womb to be his servant,
says to bring Jacob again to him,
and to gather Israel to him,
for I am honorable in the LORD’s eyes,
andmy God has becomemy strength.

6 Indeed, he says, “It is too light a thing that
you should be my servant to raise up
the tribes of Jacob,

and to restore the preserved of Israel.
I will also give you as a light to the nations,

that youmaybemy salvation to the end
of the earth.”

7The LORD, the Redeemer of Israel, and his
Holy One,

says to himwhommandespises, to him
whomthenationabhors, to a servant
of rulers:

“Kings shall see and rise up,
princes, and they shall worship,
because of the LORD who is faithful,
even the Holy One of Israel, who has
chosen you.”

8TheLORDsays, “I haveansweredyou inan
acceptable time.

I have helped you in a day of salvation.
I will preserve you and give you for a

covenant of the people,
to raise up the land, to make them in-
herit the desolate heritage,

9 saying to those who are bound, ‘Come
out!’;

to those who are in darkness, ‘Show
yourselves!’

“They shall feed along the paths,
and theirpasture shall beonall treeless
heights.

10They shall not hunger nor thirst;
neither shall the heat nor sun strike
them,
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for hewhohasmercy on themwill lead
them.

He will guide them by springs of water.
11 I will make all mymountains a road,

andmy highways shall be exalted.
12Behold, these shall come from afar,

and behold, these from the north and
from the west,

and these from the land of Sinim.”
13 Sing, heavens, and be joyful, earth!

Break out into singing, mountains!
For the LORD has comforted his people,

and will have compassion on his af-
flicted.

14 But Zion said, “The LORD has forsaken
me,

and the Lord has forgottenme.”
15 “Can a woman forget her nursing child,

that she should not have compassion
on the son of her womb?

Yes, these may forget,
yet I will not forget you!

16Behold, I have engraved youon the palms
of my hands.

Your walls are continually before me.
17Your children hurry.

Your destroyers and those who devas-
tated you will leave you.

18Lift up your eyes all around, and see:
all these gather themselves together,
and come to you.

As I live,” says the LORD, “you shall surely
clothe yourself with them all as with
an ornament,

and dress yourself with them, like a
bride.

19 “For, as for your waste and your desolate
places,

and your land that has been destroyed,
surely now that land will be too small for

the inhabitants,
and those who swallowed you up will
be far away.

20 The children of your bereavement will
say in your ears,

‘This place is too small for me.
Giveme a place to live in.’

21Then youwill say in your heart, ‘Whohas
conceived these for me, since I have
been bereaved of my children

and am alone, an exile, and wandering
back and forth?

Who has brought these up?
Behold, I was left alone. Where were
these?’ ”

22 The Lord GOD says, “Behold, I will lift up
my hand to the nations,

and lift upmy banner to the peoples.
They shall bring your sons in their bosom,

and your daughters shall be carried on
their shoulders.

23Kings shall be your foster fathers,
and their queens your nursing moth-
ers.

They will bow down to you with their faces
to the earth,

and lick the dust of your feet.
Then youwill know that I am the LORD;

and those who wait for me won’t be
disappointed.”

24 Shall the plunder be taken from the
mighty,

or the lawful captives be delivered?
25 But the LORD says, “Even the captives of

themighty shall be taken away,
and the plunder retrieved from the
fierce,

for I will contend with him who contends
with you

and I will save your children.
26 I will feed those who oppress you with

their own flesh;
and they will be drunk on their own
blood, as with sweet wine.

Then all flesh shall know that I, the LORD,
am your Savior

and your Redeemer, the Mighty One of
Jacob.”

50
1 The LORD says, “Where is the bill of your

mother’s divorce, with which I have
put her away?

Or to which of my creditors have I sold
you?

Behold, you were sold for your iniquities,
andyourmotherwasputaway foryour
transgressions.

2Why, when I came, was there no one?
When I called, whywas there no one to
answer?

Is my hand shortened at all, that it can’t
redeem?

Or have I no power to deliver?
Behold, at my rebuke I dry up the sea.

I make the rivers a wilderness.
Their fish stink because there is no wa-
ter, and die of thirst.

3 I clothe the heavens with blackness.
I make sackcloth their covering.”

4 The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of
those who are taught,

that I may know how to sustain with
words himwho is weary.

He awakensmorning bymorning,
he awakens my ear to hear as those
who are taught.

5The Lord GOD has openedmy ear.
I was not rebellious.
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I have not turned back.
6 I gavemy back to those who beat me,

andmycheeks to thosewhopluckedoff
the hair.

I didn’t hide my face from shame and
spitting.

7For the Lord GODwill help me.
Therefore I have not been confounded.

Therefore I have set my face like a flint,
and I know that I won’t be disap-
pointed.

8Hewho justifies me is near.
Whowill bring charges against me?

Let us stand up together.
Who is my adversary?
Let him come near to me.

9Behold, the Lord GODwill help me!
Who is he whowill condemnme?

Behold, they will all grow old like a gar-
ment.

Themoths will eat them up.

10Who among you fears the LORD
and obeys the voice of his servant?

He whowalks in darkness
and has no light,

let him trust in the LORD’s name,
and rely on his God.

11Behold, all you who kindle a fire,
who adorn yourselves with torches
around yourselves,

walk in the flame of your fire,
and among the torches that you have
kindled.

You will have this frommy hand:
you will lie down in sorrow.

51
1 “Listen to me, you who follow after righ-

teousness,
you who seek the LORD.

Look to the rock you were cut from,
and to the quarry you were dug from.

2Look to Abraham your father,
and to Sarah who bore you;

for when he was but one I called him,
I blessed him,
andmade himmany.

3For the LORD has comforted Zion.
He has comforted all her waste places,
andhasmadeherwilderness likeEden,
and her desert like the garden of the
LORD.

Joy and gladness will be found in them,
thanksgiving, and the voice of melody.

4 “Listen to me, my people;
and hear me, my nation,

for a lawwill go out fromme,
and Iwill establishmy justice for a light
to the peoples.

5My righteousness is near.

My salvation has gone out,
andmy arms will judge the peoples.

The islands will wait for me,
and they will trust my arm.

6Lift up your eyes to the heavens,
and look at the earth beneath;

for the heavens will vanish away like
smoke,

and the earth will wear out like a gar-
ment.

Its inhabitants will die in the sameway,
but my salvation will be forever,
and my righteousness will not be abol-
ished.

7 “Listen to me, you who know righteous-
ness,

the people in whose heart is my law.
Don’t fear the reproach of men,

and don’t be dismayed at their insults.
8 For the moth will eat them up like a gar-

ment,
and the wormwill eat them like wool;

but my righteousness will be forever,
andmy salvation to all generations.”

9Awake, awake, put on strength, arm of the
LORD!

Awake, as in the days of old,
the generations of ancient times.

Isn’t it you who cut Rahab in pieces,
who pierced themonster?

10 Isn’t it you who dried up the sea,
the waters of the great deep;
who made the depths of the sea a way
for the redeemed to pass over?

11Those ransomed by the LORDwill return,
and comewith singing to Zion.
Everlasting joy shall be on their heads.

They will obtain gladness and joy.
Sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

12 “I, even I, am he who comforts you.
Whoareyou, that youareafraidofman
who shall die,

and of the sonofmanwhowill bemade
as grass?

13 Have you forgotten the LORD your
Maker,

who stretched out the heavens,
and laid the foundations of the earth?

Do you live in fear continually all day be-
cause of the fury of the oppressor,

when he prepares to destroy?
Where is the fury of the oppressor?

14The captive exile will speedily be freed.
Hewill not die and godown into the pit.
His bread won’t fail.

15For I am the LORD your God, who stirs up
the sea

so that its waves roar.
the LORD of Armies is his name.
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16 I have put mywords in yourmouth
and have covered you in the shadow of
my hand,

that I may plant the heavens,
and lay the foundations of the earth,
and tell Zion, ‘You aremy people.’ ”

17Awake, awake!
Stand up, Jerusalem,
you who have drunk from the LORD’s
hand the cup of his wrath.

You have drunken the bowl of the cup of
staggering,

and drained it.
18There is no one to guide her among all the

sons to whom she has given birth;
and there isnoonewho takesherby the
hand among all the sons whom she
has brought up.

19These two things have happened to you—
whowill grieve with you?—

desolation and destruction,
and famine and the sword.
How can I comfort you?

20Your sons have fainted.
They lie at the head of all the streets,
like an antelope in a net.

They are full of the LORD’s wrath,
the rebuke of your God.

21Therefore now hear this, you afflicted,
and drunken, but not with wine:

22Your Lord GOD,
your God who pleads the cause of his
people, says,

“Behold, I have taken out of your hand the
cup of staggering,

even the bowl of the cup of mywrath.
You will not drink it anymore.

23 I will put it into the hand of those who
afflict you,

who have said to your soul, ‘Bowdown,
that wemaywalk over you;’

and you have laid your back as the
ground,

like a street to those whowalk over.”
52

1Awake, awake! Put on your strength, Zion.
Put on your beautiful garments,
Jerusalem, the holy city,

for from now on the uncircumcised
and the unclean will no more come
into you.

2 Shake yourself from the dust!
Arise, sit up, Jerusalem!
Release yourself from the bonds of
your neck, captive daughter of Zion!

3 For the LORD says, “You were sold for
nothing;

and you will be redeemed without
money.”

4For the Lord GOD says:
“My people went down at the first into

Egypt to live there;
and the Assyrian has oppressed them
without cause.

5 “Now therefore, what do I do here,” says
the LORD,

“seeing that my people are taken away
for nothing?

Those who rule over them mock,” says the
LORD,

“and my name is blasphemed continu-
ally all day long.

6Thereforemypeople shall knowmyname.
Therefore they shall know in that day
that I am he who speaks.

Behold, it is I.”
7 How beautiful on the mountains are the

feet of himwho brings good news,
who publishes peace,
who brings good news,
who proclaims salvation,
who says to Zion, “Your God reigns!”

8Your watchmen lift up their voice.
Together they sing;
for they shall see eye to eye when the
LORD returns to Zion.

9Break out into joy!
Sing together, you waste places of
Jerusalem;

for the LORD has comforted his people.
He has redeemed Jerusalem.

10The LORD has made his holy arm bare in
the eyes of all the nations.

All the ends of the earth have seen the
salvation of our God.

11 Depart! Depart! Go out from there!
Touch no unclean thing!

Go out from among her!
Cleanse yourselves, you who carry the
LORD’s vessels.

12For you shall not go out in haste,
neither shall you go by flight;

for the LORDwill go before you,
and the God of Israel will be your rear
guard.

13Behold, my servant will deal wisely.
He will be exalted and lifted up,
and will be very high.

14 Just as many were astonished at you—
his appearance was marred more than
anyman, and his formmore than the
sons of men—

15 so he will cleanse* many nations.
* 52:15 or, sprinkle
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Kings will shut their mouths at him;
for they will see that which had not
been told them,

and they will understand that which
they had not heard.

53
1Who has believed ourmessage?

To whom has the LORD’s arm been re-
vealed?

2 For he grew up before him as a tender
plant,

and as a root out of dry ground.
He has no good looks or majesty.

When we see him, there is no beauty
that we should desire him.

3Hewas despised
and rejected bymen,

a man of suffering
and acquainted with disease.

He was despised as one from whom men
hide their face;

and we didn’t respect him.
4 Surely he has borne our sickness

and carried our suffering;
yet we considered him plagued,

struck by God, and afflicted.
5But hewas pierced for our transgressions.

He was crushed for our iniquities.
The punishment that brought our peace

was on him;
and by his wounds we are healed.

6All we like sheep have gone astray.
Everyone has turned to his ownway;
and the LORD has laid on him the iniq-
uity of us all.

7Hewas oppressed,
yet when he was afflicted he didn’t
open his mouth.

As a lamb that is led to the slaughter,
and as a sheep that before its shearers
is silent,

so he didn’t open his mouth.
8 He was taken away by oppression and

judgment.
As for his generation,
who considered that he was cut off out
of the land of the living

and stricken for the disobedience ofmy
people?

9Theymade his grave with the wicked,
and with a richman in his death,

although he had done no violence,
nor was any deceit in his mouth.

10Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him.
He has caused him to suffer.

When youmake his soul an offering for sin,
he will see his offspring.

He will prolong his days
and theLORD’spleasurewill prosper in
his hand.

11After the suffering of his soul,
he will see the light* and be satisfied.

My righteous servant will justify many by
the knowledge of himself;

and he will bear their iniquities.
12 Therefore I will give him a portion with

the great.
He will divide the plunder with the
strong,

because he poured out his soul to death
and was counted with the transgres-
sors;

yet he bore the sins of many
and made intercession for the trans-
gressors.

54
1 “Sing, barren, you who didn’t give birth!

Break out into singing, and cry aloud,
you who didn’t travail with child!

For more are the children of the deso-
late than the children of the married
wife,” says the LORD.

2 “Enlarge the place of your tent,
and let them stretch out the curtains of
your habitations;

don’t spare; lengthen your cords, and
strengthen your stakes.

3 For you will spread out on the right hand
and on the left;

and your offspring will possess the na-
tions

and settle in desolate cities.

4 “Don’t be afraid, for you will not be
ashamed.

Don’t be confounded, for you will not
be disappointed.

For youwill forget the shameof your youth.
You will remember the reproach of
your widowhood nomore.

5ForyourMaker is yourhusband; theLORD
of Armies is his name.

The Holy One of Israel is your Re-
deemer.

He will be called the God of the whole
earth.

6 For the LORD has called you as a wife
forsaken and grieved in spirit,

even a wife of youth, when she is cast
off,” says your God.

7 “For a small moment I have forsaken you,
but Iwill gatheryouwithgreatmercies.

8 In overflowing wrath I hid my face from
you for amoment,

* 53:11 So read the Dead Sea Scrolls and Septuagint. Masoretic Text omits “the light”.
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but with everlasting loving kindness I
will have mercy on you,” says the
LORD your Redeemer.

9 “For this is like the waters of Noah tome;
for as I have sworn that the waters of
Noah will nomore go over the earth,

so I have sworn that I will not be angry
with you, nor rebuke you.

10For themountains may depart,
and the hills be removed,

butmy lovingkindnesswill not depart from
you,

and my covenant of peace will not be
removed,”

says the LORDwho hasmercy on you.
11“Youafflicted, tossedwith storms, andnot

comforted,
behold, I will set your stones in beauti-
ful colors,

and lay your foundations with sap-
phires.

12 I will make your pinnacles of rubies,
your gates of sparkling jewels,
and all your walls of precious stones.

13 All your children will be taught by the
LORD,

and your children’s peacewill be great.
14Youwill be established in righteousness.

You will be far from oppression,
for you will not be afraid,
and far from terror,
for it shall not come near you.

15Behold, theymay gather together, but not
byme.

Whoever gathers together against you
will fall because of you.

16 “Behold, I have created the blacksmith
who fans the coals into flame,

and forges a weapon for his work;
and I have created the destroyer to de-
stroy.

17Noweapon that is formedagainstyouwill
prevail;

and you will condemn every tongue
that rises against you in judgment.

This is the heritage of the LORD’s servants,
and their righteousness is of me,” says
the LORD.

55
1 “Hey! Come, everyone who thirsts, to the

waters!
Come, he who has no money, buy, and
eat!

Yes, come, buy wine and milk without
money andwithout price.

2Whydoyou spendmoney for thatwhich is
not bread,

and your labor for that which doesn’t
satisfy?

Listen diligently to me, and eat that which
is good,

and let your soul delight itself in rich-
ness.

3Turn your ear, and come tome.
Hear, and your soul will live.
I will make an everlasting covenant
with you, even the sure mercies of
David.

4 Behold, I have given him for a witness to
the peoples,

a leader and commander to the peo-
ples.

5 Behold, you shall call a nation that you
don’t know;

and a nation that didn’t know you shall
run to you,

because of the LORD your God,
and for the Holy One of Israel;
for he has glorified you.”

6 Seek the LORDwhile hemay be found.
Call on himwhile he is near.

7Let the wicked forsake his way,
and the unrighteous man his thoughts.

Let him return to the LORD, and he will
havemercy on him,

to our God, for he will freely pardon.

8 “Formy thoughts are not your thoughts,
and your ways are not my ways,” says
the LORD.

9 “For as the heavens are higher than the
earth,

so are myways higher than your ways,
andmy thoughts than your thoughts.

10For as the rain comes down and the snow
from the sky,

and doesn’t return there, but waters
the earth,

andmakes it grow and bud,
and gives seed to the sower and bread
to the eater;

11 so is myword that goes out of mymouth:
it will not return to me void,
but it will accomplish that which I
please,

and it will prosper in the thing I sent it
to do.

12For you shall go out with joy,
and be led out with peace.

The mountains and the hills will break out
before you into singing;

and all the trees of the fields will clap
their hands.

13 Instead of the thorn the cypress tree will
come up;

and instead of the brier the myrtle tree
will come up.

It will make a name for the LORD,
for an everlasting sign that will not be
cut off.”
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56
1The LORD says:

“Maintain justice
and do what is right,

for my salvation is near
and my righteousness will soon be re-
vealed.

2Blessed is themanwho does this,
and the son of manwho holds it fast;

whokeeps the Sabbathwithout profaning it
and keeps his hand from doing any
evil.”

3Let no foreignerwho has joined himself to
the LORD speak, saying,

“The LORD will surely separate me
from his people.”

Donot let the eunuch say, “Behold, I am
a dry tree.”

4 For the LORD says, “To the eunuchs who
keepmy Sabbaths,

choose the things that please me,
and hold fast to my covenant,

5 Iwill give them inmyhouseandwithinmy
walls a memorial and a name better
than of sons and of daughters.

I will give them an everlasting name
that will not be cut off.

6Also the foreignerswho join themselves to
the LORD

to serve him,
and to love the LORD’s name,

to be his servants,
everyone who keeps the Sabbath from pro-

faning it,
and holds fast my covenant,

7 I will bring these to my holy mountain,
and make them joyful in my house of
prayer.

Their burnt offerings and their sacrifices
will be accepted onmy altar;

for my house will be called a house of
prayer for all peoples.”

8The LordGOD,who gathers the outcasts of
Israel, says,

“I will yet gather others to him,
in addition to his own who are gath-
ered.”

9All you animals of the field,
come to devour,
all you animals in the forest.

10His watchmen are blind.
They are all without knowledge.

They are all mute dogs.
They can’t bark—
dreaming, lying down, loving to slum-
ber.

11Yes, the dogs are greedy.

They can never have enough.
They are shepherds who can’t understand.

They have all turned to their ownway,
each one to his gain, from every quar-
ter.

12 “Come,” they say, “I will get wine,
and we will fill ourselves with strong
drink;

and tomorrowwill be as today,
great beyondmeasure.”

57
1The righteous perish,

and no one lays it to heart.
Merciful men are taken away,

andnoone considers that the righteous
is taken away from the evil.

2He enters into peace.
They rest in their beds,
each onewhowalks in his uprightness.

3 “But draw near here, you sons of a sorcer-
ess,

you offspring of adulterers and prosti-
tutes.

4Whom do youmock?
Against whom do you make a wide
mouth

and stick out your tongue?
Aren’t you children of disobedience

and offspring of falsehood,
5 you who inflame yourselves among the

oaks,
under every green tree;

who kill the children in the valleys,
under the clefts of the rocks?

6 Among the smooth stones of the valley is
your portion.

They, they are your lot.
You have even poured a drink offering to

them.
You have offered an offering.
Shall I be appeased for these things?

7On a high and loftymountain you have set
your bed.

You also went up there to offer sacri-
fice.

8Youhave set up yourmemorial behind the
doors and the posts,

for you have exposed yourself to some-
one besides me,

and have gone up.
You have enlarged your bed

andmade you a covenant with them.
You loved what you saw on their bed.

9Youwent to the king with oil,
increased your perfumes,
sent your ambassadors far off,
and degraded yourself even to Sheol.*

* 57:9 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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10Youwereweariedwith the length of your
ways;

yet you didn’t say, ‘It is in vain.’
You found a reviving of your strength;

therefore you weren’t faint.
11 “Whom have you dreaded and feared,

so that you lie,
and have not rememberedme, nor laid
it to your heart?

Haven’t I held my peace for a long time,
and you don’t fear me?

12 I will declare your righteousness;
and as for your works, they will not
benefit you.

13When you cry,
let those whom you have gathered de-
liver you,

but the wind will take them.
A breath will carry them all away,

but he who takes refuge in me will possess
the land,

and will inherit my holy mountain.”
14He will say, “Build up, build up, prepare

the way!
Remove the stumbling-block out of the
way of my people.”

15 For the high and lofty One who inhabits
eternity,

whose name is Holy, says:
“I dwell in thehighandholyplace,withhim

also who is of a contrite and humble
spirit,

to revive the spirit of the humble,
and to revive the heart of the contrite.

16For Iwill not contend forever, neitherwill
I always be angry;

for the spirit would faint before me,
and the souls whom I havemade.

17 I was angry because of the iniquity of his
covetousness and struck him.

I hid myself and was angry;
and he went on backsliding in the way
of his heart.

18 I have seen his ways, and will heal him.
I will lead him also,
and restore comforts to him and to his
mourners.

19 I create the fruit of the lips:
Peace, peace, to him who is far off and
to himwho is near,”

says the LORD; “and I will heal them.”
20But the wicked are like the troubled sea;

for it can’t rest and its waters cast up
mire andmud.

21 “There is no peace”, says my God,
“for the wicked.”

58
1 “Cry aloud! Don’t spare!

Lift up your voice like a trumpet!

Declare to my people their disobedience,
and to the house of Jacob their sins.

2Yet they seekme daily,
and delight to knowmyways.

As a nation that did righteousness,
and didn’t forsake the ordinance of
their God,

they ask of me righteous judgments.
They delight to draw near to God.

3 ‘Why have we fasted,’ they say, ‘and you
don’t see?

Why have we afflicted our soul, and
you don’t notice?’

“Behold, in the day of your fast you find
pleasure,

and oppress all your laborers.
4Behold, you fast for strife and contention,

and to strikewith thefistofwickedness.
You don’t fast today so as to make your
voice to be heard on high.

5 Is this the fast that I have chosen?
A day for aman to humble his soul?

Is it to bow down his head like a reed,
and to spread sackcloth and ashes un-
der himself?

Will you call this a fast,
and an acceptable day to the LORD?

6 “Isn’t this the fast that I have chosen:
to release the bonds of wickedness,
to undo the straps of the yoke,
to let the oppressed go free,
and that you break every yoke?

7 Isn’t it to distribute your bread to the hun-
gry,

and that you bring the poor who are
cast out to your house?

When you see the naked,
that you cover him;
and that you not hide yourself from
your own flesh?

8Thenyour lightwill breakout as themorn-
ing,

and your healing will appear quickly;
then your righteousness shall go before

you,
and the LORD’s glory will be your rear
guard.

9 Then you will call, and the LORD will
answer.

You will cry for help, and he will say,
‘Here I am.’

“If you take away fromamongyou the yoke,
finger pointing,
and speaking wickedly;

10 and if you pour out your soul to the hun-
gry,

and satisfy the afflicted soul,
then your light will rise in darkness,
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and your obscurity will be as the noon-
day;

11and the LORDwill guide you continually,
satisfy your soul in dry places,
andmake your bones strong.

You will be like a watered garden,
and like a spring of water
whose waters don’t fail.

12Thosewhowill be of youwill build theold
waste places.

You will raise up the foundations of
many generations.

You will be called Repairer of the Breach,
Restorer of Paths with Dwellings.

13 “If you turn away your foot from the
Sabbath,

from doing your pleasure on my holy
day,

and call the Sabbath a delight,
and the holy of the LORD honorable,
and honor it,
not doing your ownways,
nor finding your own pleasure,
nor speaking your ownwords,

14 then you will delight yourself in the
LORD,

and I will make you to ride on the high
places of the earth,

and I will feed you with the heritage of
Jacob your father;”

for the LORD’s mouth has spoken it.

59
1Behold, the LORD’s hand is not shortened,

that it can’t save;
nor his ear dull, that it can’t hear.

2 But your iniquities have separated you
and your God,

and your sins have hidden his face
from you,

so that he will not hear.
3For your hands are defiled with blood,

and your fingers with iniquity.
Your lips have spoken lies.

Your tonguemutters wickedness.
4No one sues in righteousness,

and no one pleads in truth.
They trust in vanity

and speak lies.
They conceive mischief

and give birth to iniquity.
5They hatch adders’ eggs

and weave the spider’s web.
He who eats of their eggs dies;

and that which is crushed breaks out
into a viper.

6Their webs won’t become garments.
Theywon’t cover themselveswith their
works.

Their works are works of iniquity,
and acts of violence are in their hands.

7Their feet run to evil,
and they hurry to shed innocent blood.

Their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity.
Desolation and destruction are in their
paths.

8They don’t know the way of peace;
and there is no justice in their ways.

They have made crooked paths for them-
selves;

whoever goes in them doesn’t know
peace.

9Therefore justice is far from us,
and righteousness doesn’t overtake us.

We look for light, but see darkness;
for brightness, but we walk in obscu-
rity.

10We grope for the wall like the blind.
Yes, we grope as those who have no
eyes.

We stumble at noon as if it were twilight.
Among those who are strong, we are
like deadmen.

11We all roar like bears
andmoan sadly like doves.

We look for justice, but there is none,
for salvation, but it is far off from us.

12For our transgressions are multiplied be-
fore you,

and our sins testify against us;
for our transgressions are with us,

and as for our iniquities, we know
them:

13 transgressing and denying the LORD,
and turning away from following our
God,

speaking oppression and revolt,
conceiving and uttering from the heart
words of falsehood.

14 Justice is turned away backward,
and righteousness stands far away;

for truth has fallen in the street,
and uprightness can’t enter.

15Yes, truth is lacking;
and he who departs from evil makes
himself a prey.

The LORD saw it,
and it displeased him that therewas no
justice.

16He saw that there was noman,
and wondered that there was no inter-
cessor.

Thereforehis ownarmbrought salvation to
him;

and his righteousness sustained him.
17He put on righteousness as a breastplate,

and a helmet of salvation on his head.
He put on garments of vengeance for cloth-

ing,
and was clad with zeal as a mantle.
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18According to their deeds,
he will repay as appropriate:
wrath to his adversaries,
recompense to his enemies.
He will repay the islands their due.

19 So they will fear the LORD’s name from
the west,

and his glory from the rising of the sun;
for he will come as a rushing stream,

which the LORD’s breath drives.
20 “A Redeemer will come to Zion,

and to those who turn from disobedi-
ence in Jacob,” says the LORD.

21 “As for me, this is my covenant with
them,” says the LORD. “My Spirit who is on
you, andmywordswhich I haveput in your
mouth shall not depart out of your mouth,
nor out of the mouth of your offspring, nor
out of the mouth of your offspring’s off-
spring,” says the LORD, “from now on and
forever.”

60
1 “Arise, shine; for your light has come,

and the LORD’s glory has risen on you!
2For behold, darkness will cover the earth,

and thick darkness the peoples;
but the LORDwill arise on you,

and his glory shall be seen on you.
3Nations will come to your light,

and kings to the brightness of your ris-
ing.

4 “Lift up your eyes all around, and see:
they all gather themselves together.
They come to you.

Your sons will come from far away,
and your daughters will be carried in
arms.

5Then you shall see and be radiant,
and your heart will thrill and be en-
larged;

because the abundance of the sea will be
turned to you.

The wealth of the nations will come to
you.

6Amultitude of camels will cover you,
the dromedaries of Midian and Ephah.

All from Sheba will come.
They will bring gold and frankincense,
and will proclaim the praises of the
LORD.

7 All the flocks of Kedar will be gathered
together to you.

The rams of Nebaioth will serve you.
They will be accepted as offerings on my

altar;
and I will beautify my glorious house.

8 “Who are these who fly as a cloud,
and as the doves to their windows?

9 Surely the islands will wait for me,

and the ships of Tarshish first,
to bring your sons from far away,

their silver and their gold with them,
for the name of the LORD your God,

and for the Holy One of Israel,
because he has glorified you.

10 “Foreigners will build up your walls,
and their kings will serve you;

for in mywrath I struck you,
but in my favor I have had mercy on
you.

11Your gates also shall be open continually;
they shall not be shut day nor night,
thatmenmaybring to you thewealth
of the nations, and their kings led
captive.

12 For that nation and kingdom that will
not serve you shall perish; yes, those
nations shall be utterly wasted.

13 “The glory of Lebanon shall come to you,
thecypress tree, thepine, and thebox
tree together, to beautify the place of
my sanctuary; and I will make the
place of my feet glorious.

14 The sons of those who afflicted you will
come bowing to you;

and all those who despised you will
bow themselves down at the soles of
your feet.

They will call you the LORD’s City,
the Zion of the Holy One of Israel.

15 “Whereas you have been forsaken and
hated,

so that no one passed through you,
I will make you an eternal excellency,

a joy of many generations.
16Youwill alsodrink themilk of thenations,

and will nurse from royal breasts.
Then you will know that I, the LORD, am

your Savior,
your Redeemer,
the Mighty One of Jacob.

17For bronze I will bring gold;
for iron I will bring silver;
for wood, bronze,
and for stones, iron.

I will also make peace your governor,
and righteousness your ruler.

18 Violence shall no more be heard in your
land,

nor desolation or destruction within
your borders;

but you will call your walls Salvation,
and your gates Praise.

19The sunwill be nomore your light by day,
norwill thebrightnessof themoongive
light to you,

but the LORDwill be your everlasting light,
and your Godwill be your glory.
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20Your sun will not go down anymore,
nor will yourmoonwithdraw itself;

for the LORDwill be your everlasting light,
and the days of your mourning will
end.

21Then your people will all be righteous.
They will inherit the land forever,
the branch of my planting,
the work of my hands,
that I may be glorified.

22The little one will become a thousand,
and the small one a strong nation.
I, the LORD, will do this quickly in its
time.”

61
1The Lord GOD’s Spirit is onme,

because the LORD has anointed me to
preach good news to the humble.

He has sent me to bind up the broken
hearted,

to proclaim liberty to the captives
and release to those who are bound,*

2 to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor
and the day of vengeance of our God,
to comfort all whomourn,

3 to provide for those whomourn in Zion,
to give to them a garland for ashes,
the oil of joy for mourning,
the garment of praise for the spirit of
heaviness,

that they may be called trees of righteous-
ness,

the planting of the LORD,
that hemay be glorified.

4They will rebuild the old ruins.
They will raise up the former devas-
tated places.

They will repair the ruined cities
that have been devastated for many
generations.

5 Strangers will stand and feed your flocks.
Foreigners will work your fields and
your vineyards.

6But you will be called the LORD’s priests.
Men will call you the servants of our
God.

You will eat the wealth of the nations.
You will boast in their glory.

7 Instead of your shame you will have dou-
ble.

Instead of dishonor, they will rejoice in
their portion.

Therefore in their land they will possess
double.

Everlasting joy will be to them.
8 “For I, the LORD, love justice.

I hate robbery and iniquity.
I will give them their reward in truth

and I will make an everlasting
covenant with them.

9 Their offspring will be known among the
nations,

and their offspring among the peoples.
All who see themwill acknowledge them,

that they are the offspring which the
LORD has blessed.”

10 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD!
My soul will be joyful in my God,

for he has clothed me with the garments of
salvation.

He has covered me with the robe of
righteousness,

as a bridegroom decks himself with a
garland

and as a bride adorns herself with her
jewels.

11For as the earth produces its bud,
andas thegardencauses the things that
are sown in it to spring up,

so the Lord GOD will cause righteous-
ness and praise to spring up before
all the nations.

62
1For Zion’s sake I will not holdmy peace,

and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest,
until her righteousness shines out like the

dawn,
and her salvation like a burning lamp.

2The nations will see your righteousness,
and all kings your glory.

You will be called by a new name,
which the LORD’s mouth will name.

3 You will also be a crown of beauty in the
LORD’s hand,

and a royal diadem in your God’s hand.
4Youwill not be called Forsaken anymore,

nor will your land be called Desolate
anymore;

but you will be called Hephzibah,*
and your land Beulah;†

for the LORD delights in you,
and your land will be married.

5For as a youngmanmarries a virgin,
so your sons will marry you.

As a bridegroom rejoices over his bride,
so your Godwill rejoice over you.

6 I have set watchmen on your walls,
Jerusalem.

Theywill never be silent day nor night.
You who call on the LORD, take no rest,

7 and give him no rest until he estab-
lishes,

and until he makes Jerusalem a praise
in the earth.

* 61:1 LXX andDSS add: recovery of sight to the blind * 62:4 Hephzibahmeans “I delight in her”. † 62:4 Beulah
means “married”
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8The LORD has sworn by his right hand,
and by the arm of his strength,

“Surely I will no more give your grain to be
food for your enemies,

and foreigners will not drink your new
wine, for which you have labored,

9but thosewho have harvested it will eat it,
and praise the LORD.

Those who have gathered it will drink
it in the courts of my sanctuary.”

10Go through, go through the gates!
Prepare the way of the people!

Build up, build up the highway!
Gather out the stones!
Lift up a banner for the peoples.

11 Behold, the LORD has proclaimed to the
end of the earth:

“Say to the daughter of Zion,
‘Behold, your salvation comes!

Behold, his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him!’ ”

12They will call them “The Holy People,
The LORD’s Redeemed”.

You will be called “Sought Out,
A City Not Forsaken”.

63
1Who is this who comes from Edom,

with dyed garments from Bozrah?
Who is this who is glorious in his clothing,

marching in the greatness of his
strength?

“It is I who speak in righteousness,
mighty to save.”

2Why is your clothing red,
and your garments like himwho treads
in the wine vat?

3 “I have trodden the wine press alone.
Of the peoples, no one was withme.

Yes, I trod them inmy anger
and trampled them inmywrath.

Their lifeblood is sprinkled on my gar-
ments,

and I have stained all my clothing.
4For the day of vengeance was inmy heart,

and the year ofmy redeemedhas come.
5 I looked, and there was no one to help;

and I wondered that there was no one
to uphold.

Thereforemyownarmbrought salvation to
me.

My ownwrath upheldme.
6 I trod down the peoples in my anger

andmade them drunk inmywrath.
I poured their lifeblood out on the
earth.”

7 I will tell of the loving kindnesses of the
LORD

and the praises of the LORD,

according toall that theLORDhasgiven
to us,

and the great goodness toward the house of
Israel,

which he has given to them according
to his mercies,

and according to the multitude of his
loving kindnesses.

8For he said, “Surely, they aremy people,
children whowill not deal falsely;”
so he became their Savior.

9 In all their affliction he was afflicted,
and the angel of his presence saved
them.

In his love and in his pity he redeemed
them.

He bore them,
and carried them all the days of old.

10But they rebelled
and grieved his Holy Spirit.

Therefore he turned and became their en-
emy,

and he himself fought against them.

11Then he remembered the days of old,
Moses and his people, saying,

“Where is he who brought them up out
of the sea with the shepherds of his
flock?

Where is he who put his Holy Spirit
among them?”

12 Who caused his glorious arm to be at
Moses’ right hand?

Whodivided thewatersbefore them, to
make himself an everlasting name?

13Who led them through the depths,
like a horse in the wilderness,
so that they didn’t stumble?

14 As the livestock that go down into the
valley,

the LORD’s Spirit caused them to rest.
Soyou ledyourpeople tomakeyourself
a glorious name.

15Look down from heaven,
and see from the habitation of your
holiness and of your glory.

Where are your zeal and yourmighty acts?
The yearning of your heart and your
compassion is restrained towardme.

16For you are our Father,
though Abraham doesn’t know us,
and Israel does not acknowledge us.

You, LORD, are our Father.
Our Redeemer from everlasting is your
name.

17 O LORD, why do you make us wander
from your ways,

and harden our heart from your fear?
Return for your servants’ sake,

the tribes of your inheritance.
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18 Your holy people possessed it but a little
while.

Our adversaries have trodden down
your sanctuary.

19 We have become like those over whom
you never ruled,

like those who were not called by your
name.

64
1Oh that you would tear the heavens,

that you would come down,
that themountainsmightquakeatyour
presence—

2as when fire kindles the brushwood,
and the fire causes the water to boil.

Make your name known to your adver-
saries,

that the nations may tremble at your
presence!

3When you did awesome things which we
didn’t look for,

you came down, and the mountains
quaked at your presence.

4For from of old men have not heard,
nor perceived by the ear,
nor has the eye seen a God besides you,
whoworks for himwhowaits for him.

5You meet him who rejoices and does righ-
teousness,

thosewhorememberyou inyourways.
Behold, you were angry, and we sinned.

We have been in sin for a long time.
Shall we be saved?

6 For we have all become like one who is
unclean,

and all our righteousness is like a pol-
luted garment.

We all fade like a leaf;
and our iniquities, like the wind, take
us away.

7There is no one who calls on your name,
who stirs himself up to takeholdof you;

for you have hidden your face from us,
andhave consumedus bymeans of our
iniquities.

8But now, LORD, you are our Father.
We are the clay and you our potter.
We all are the work of your hand.

9Don’t be furious, LORD.
Don’t remember iniquity forever.

Look and see, we beg you,
we are all your people.

10 Your holy cities have become a wilder-
ness.

Zion has become a wilderness,
Jerusalem a desolation.

11Our holy and our beautiful house where
our fathers praised you

is burned with fire.
All our pleasant places are laid waste.

12 Will you hold yourself back for these
things, LORD?

Will you keep silent and punish us very
severely?

65
1 “I am inquired of by those who didn’t ask.

I amfoundby thosewhodidn’t seekme.
I said, ‘See me, see me,’ to a nation that
was not called bymy name.

2 I have spread out my hands all day to a
rebellious people,

who walk in a way that is not good,
after their own thoughts;

3 a people who provoke me to my face con-
tinually,

sacrificing in gardens,
and burning incense on bricks;

4who sit among the graves,
and spend nights in secret places;

who eat pig’s meat,
and broth of abominable things is in
their vessels;

5who say, ‘Stay by yourself,
don’t come near to me,
for I am holier than you.’

These are smoke inmy nose,
a fire that burns all day.

6 “Behold, it is written before me:
I will not keep silence,
but will repay,
yes, I will repay into their bosom

7 your own iniquities and the iniquities
of your fathers together”, says the
LORD,

“who have burned incense on the
mountains,

and blasphemedme on the hills.
Therefore I will first measure their
work into their bosom.”

8The LORD says,
“As the newwine is found in the cluster,

and one says, ‘Don’t destroy it, for a
blessing is in it:’

so I will do for my servants’ sake,
that I may not destroy them all.

9 I will bring offspring out of Jacob,
and out of Judah an inheritor of my
mountains.

My chosen will inherit it,
andmy servants will dwell there.

10 Sharon will be a fold of flocks,
and the valley of Achor a place for
herds to lie down in,

for my people who have sought me.

11 “But you who forsake the LORD,
who forget my holy mountain,
who prepare a table for Fortune,
and who fill upmixed wine to Destiny;



Isaiah 65:12 576 Isaiah 66:6

12 I will destine you to the sword,
and you will all bow down to the
slaughter;

because when I called, you didn’t answer.
When I spoke, you didn’t listen;

but you did that which was evil in my eyes,
and chose that in which I didn’t de-
light.”

13Therefore the Lord GOD says,
“Behold, my servants will eat,

but you will be hungry;
behold, my servants will drink,

but you will be thirsty.
Behold, my servants will rejoice,

but you will be disappointed.
14 Behold, my servants will sing for joy of

heart,
but you will cry for sorrow of heart,
and will wail for anguish of spirit.

15Youwill leaveyournameforacurse tomy
chosen,

and the Lord GODwill kill you.
He will call his servants by another name,

16 so that he who blesses himself in the
earth will bless himself in the God of
truth;

and he who swears in the earth will
swear by the God of truth;

because the former troubles are forgotten,
and because they are hidden from my
eyes.

17 “For, behold, I create new heavens and a
new earth;

and the former things will not be re-
membered,

nor come into mind.
18 But be glad and rejoice forever in that

which I create;
for, behold, I create Jerusalem to be a
delight,

and her people a joy.
19 I will rejoice in Jerusalem,

and delight in my people;
and the voice of weeping and the voice of

crying
will be heard in her nomore.

20“Nomorewill therebean infantwhoonly
lives a few days,

nor an old man who has not filled his
days;

for the childwill die one hundred years old,
and the sinner being one hundred
years old will be accursed.

21They will build houses and inhabit them.
They will plant vineyards and eat their
fruit.

22They will not build and another inhabit.
They will not plant and another eat;

for the days of my people will be like the
days of a tree,

andmychosenwill long enjoy thework
of their hands.

23They will not labor in vain
nor give birth for calamity;

for they are the offspring of the LORD’s
blessed

and their descendants with them.
24 It will happen that before they call, I will

answer;
and while they are yet speaking, I will
hear.

25The wolf and the lambwill feed together.
The lion will eat straw like the ox.
Dust will be the serpent’s food.

Theywill not hurt nor destroy in allmyholy
mountain,”

says the LORD.

66
1The LORD says:

“Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my
footstool.

What kind of house will you build to
me?

Where will I rest?
2Formy hand has made all these things,

and so all these things came to be,” says
the LORD:

“but I will look to this man,
even to hewho is poor and of a contrite
spirit,

and who trembles at myword.
3Hewhokills an ox is as hewho kills aman;

he who sacrifices a lamb, as he who
breaks a dog’s neck;

he who offers an offering, as he who
offers pig’s blood;

he who burns frankincense, as he who
blesses an idol.

Yes, they have chosen their ownways,
and their soul delights in their abomi-
nations.

4 I also will choose their delusions,
and will bring their fears on them,

because when I called, no one answered;
when I spoke, they didn’t listen,

but they did that whichwas evil inmy eyes,
and chose that in which I didn’t de-
light.”

5Hear the LORD’s word,
you who tremble at his word:

“Your brothers who hate you,
who cast you out for my name’s sake,
have said,

‘Let the LORD be glorified,
that wemay see your joy;’
but it is those who shall be disap-
pointed.

6A voice of tumult from the city,
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a voice from the temple,
a voice of the LORD that repays his
enemies what they deserve.

7 “Before she travailed, she gave birth.
Before her pain came, she delivered a
son.

8Who has heard of such a thing?
Who has seen such things?

Shall a land be born in one day?
Shall a nation be born at once?

For as soon as Zion travailed,
she gave birth to her children.

9 Shall I bring to the birth, and not cause to
be delivered?” says the LORD.

“Shall I who cause to give birth shut the
womb?” says your God.

10 “Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for
her, all you who love her.

Rejoice for joy with her, all you who
mourn over her;

11 that youmaynurse and be satisfied at the
comforting breasts;

that youmay drink deeply,
andbedelightedwith theabundanceof
her glory.”

12 For the LORD says, “Behold, I will extend
peace to her like a river,

and the glory of the nations like an
overflowing stream,

and youwill nurse.
You will be carried on her side,

and will be dandled on her knees.
13As one whom his mother comforts,

so I will comfort you.
You will be comforted in Jerusalem.”

14 You will see it, and your heart shall re-
joice,

and your bones will flourish like the
tender grass.

The LORD’s hand will be known among his
servants;

and he will have indignation against
his enemies.

15For, behold, the LORDwill comewith fire,
and his chariots will be like the whirl-
wind;

to render his anger with fierceness,
and his rebuke with flames of fire.

16 For the LORD will execute judgment by
fire and by his sword on all flesh;

and those slain by the LORD will be
many.

17 “Those who sanctify themselves and
purify themselves to go to the gardens, fol-
lowing one in themiddle, eating pig’s meat,
abominable things, and the mouse, they
shall come to an end together,” says the
LORD.

18 “For I know their works and their
thoughts. The time comes that I will gather
all nations and languages, and they will
come, and will see my glory.

19 “I will set a sign among them, and I will
send those who escape of them to the na-
tions, to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, who draw
the bow, to Tubal and Javan, to far-away
islands, who have not heard my fame, nor
have seen my glory; and they shall declare
my glory among the nations. 20 They shall
bring all your brothers out of all the nations
for an offering to the LORD, on horses, in
chariots, in litters, onmules, and on camels,
to my holy mountain Jerusalem, says the
LORD, as the children of Israel bring their
offering in a clean vessel into the LORD’s
house. 21 Of them I will also select priests
and Levites,” says the LORD.

22 “For as the new heavens and the new
earth, which I will make, shall remain be-
fore me,” says the LORD, “so your offspring
and your name shall remain. 23 It shall hap-
pen that from one new moon to another,
and from one Sabbath to another, all flesh
will come to worship before me,” says the
LORD. 24 “They will go out, and look at the
dead bodies of the men who have trans-
gressed against me; for their wormwill not
die, nor will their fire be quenched, and
they will be loathsome to all mankind.”
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The Book of
Jeremiah

1 The words of Jeremiah the son of
Hilkiah, one of the priests who were in
Anathoth in the land of Benjamin. 2 The
LORD’s* word came to him in the days of
Josiah the sonofAmon, king of Judah, in the
thirteenth year of his reign. 3 It came also in
the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king
of Judah, to the end of the eleventh year of
Zedekiah, the son of Josiah, king of Judah,
to the carrying away of Jerusalem captive
in the fifth month. 4Now the LORD’s word
came tome, saying,
5 “Before I formed you in the womb, I knew

you.
Before you were born, I sanctified you.
I have appointed you a prophet to the
nations.”

6 Then I said, “Ah, Lord† GOD! Behold,‡ I
don’t know how to speak; for I am a child.”

7But theLORDsaid tome, “Don’t say, ‘I am
achild;’ for youmust go towhomever I send
you, andyoumust saywhatever I command
you. 8Don’t be afraid because of them, for I
amwith you to rescue you,” says the LORD.

9 Then the LORD stretched out his hand
and touched my mouth. Then the LORD
said to me, “Behold, I have put mywords in
your mouth. 10Behold, I have today set you
over the nations and over the kingdoms, to
uproot and to tear down, to destroy and to
overthrow, to build and to plant.”

11Moreover theLORD’sword came tome,
saying, “Jeremiah, what do you see?”
I said, “I see a branch of an almond tree.”
12 Then the LORD said to me, “You have

seen well; for I watch over my word to
perform it.”

13 The LORD’s word came to me the sec-
ond time, saying, “What do you see?”
I said, “I see a boiling cauldron; and it is

tipping away from the north.”
14 Then the LORD said to me, “Out of the

north, evil will break out on all the inhabi-
tants of the land. 15For behold, I will call all
the families of the kingdoms of the north,”
says the LORD.
“They will come, and they will each set his

throne at the entrance of the gates of
Jerusalem,

and against all its walls all around, and
against all the cities of Judah.

16 I will utter my judgments against them
concerning all their wickedness,

in that they have forsakenme,
and have burned incense to other gods,
and worshiped the works of their own
hands.

17 “You therefore put your belt on your
waist, arise, and say to them all that I com-
mand you. Don’t be dismayed at them, lest
I dismay you before them. 18 For behold, I
havemadeyou todaya fortified city, an iron
pillar, and bronze walls against the whole
land—against the kings of Judah, against its
princes, against its priests, and against the
people of the land. 19Theywill fight against
you, but they will not prevail against you;
for I amwithyou”, says theLORD, “to rescue
you.”

2
1 The LORD’s word came to me, saying,

2 “Go and proclaim in the ears of Jerusalem,
saying, ‘The LORD says,
“I remember for you the kindness of your

youth,
your love as a bride,

how youwent after me in the wilderness,
in a land that was not sown.

3 Israel was holiness to the LORD,
the first fruits of his increase.

All who devour himwill be held guilty.
Evil will come on them,” ’ says the
LORD.”

4Hear the LORD’sword, O house of Jacob,
and all the families of the house of Israel!
5The LORD says,
“What unrighteousness have your fathers

found inme,
that they have gone far fromme,

and have walked after worthless vanity,
and have becomeworthless?

6 They didn’t say, ‘Where is the LORD who
brought us up out of the land of
Egypt,

who led us through the wilderness,
through a land of deserts and of pits,
through a land of drought and of the
shadow of death,

through a land that no one passed
through,

and where noman lived?’
7 I brought you into a plentiful land

to eat its fruit and its goodness;
but when you entered, you defiledmy land,

andmademyheritage anabomination.
8 The priests didn’t say, ‘Where is the

LORD?’
and those who handle the law didn’t
knowme.

The rulers also transgressed against me,
* 1:2 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”,
usually pronounced Yahweh). † 1:6 Theword translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” ‡ 1:6 “Behold”, from “”, means look
at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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and the prophets prophesied by Baal
and followed things that do not profit.

9 “Therefore I will yet contend with you,”
says the LORD,

“and Iwill contendwithyourchildren’s
children.

10For pass over to the islands of Kittim, and
see.

Send to Kedar, and consider diligently,
and see if there has been such a thing.

11Has a nation changed its gods,
which really are no gods?
Butmypeoplehavechanged their glory
for that which doesn’t profit.

12 “Be astonished, you heavens, at this
and be horribly afraid.
Be very desolate,” says the LORD.

13“Formypeoplehavecommitted twoevils:
they have forsaken me, the spring of
living waters,

and cut out cisterns for themselves:
broken cisterns that can’t holdwater.

14 Is Israel a slave?
Is he born into slavery?
Why has he become a captive?

15 The young lions have roared at him and
raised their voices.

They havemade his land waste.
His cities are burned up, without in-
habitant.

16 The children also of Memphis and
Tahpanheshavebroken the crownof
your head.

17 “Haven’t you brought this on yourself,
in that you have forsaken the LORD
your God,* when he led you by the
way?

18Now what do you gain by going to Egypt,
to drink the waters of the Shihor?

Orwhydoyou go on theway toAssyria,
to drink the waters of the River?†

19 “Your ownwickedness will correct you,
and your backsliding will rebuke you.

Know therefore and see that it is an evil and
bitter thing,

that you have forsaken the LORD your
God,

and thatmy fear is not in you,” says the
Lord, GOD‡ of Armies.

20 “For long ago I broke off your yoke,
and burst your bonds.

You said, ‘I will not serve;’
for on every high hill and under every
green tree you bowed yourself,

playing the prostitute.
21Yet I had planted you a noble vine,

a pure and faithful seed.

How then have you turned into the de-
generate branches of a foreign vine
to me?

22For though youwash yourself with lye,
and usemuch soap,
yet your iniquity ismarked beforeme,”
says the Lord GOD.

23 “How can you say, ‘I am not defiled.
I have not gone after the Baals’?

See your way in the valley.
Knowwhat you have done.

You are a swift dromedary traversing her
ways, 24 a wild donkey used to the
wilderness, that sniffs the wind in
her craving.

When she is in heat, who can turn her
away?

All those who seek her will not weary
themselves. In her month, they will
find her.

25 “Keep your feet from being bare,
and your throat from thirst.

But you said, ‘It is in vain.
No, for I have loved strangers,
and I will go after them.’

26As the thief is ashamedwhen he is found,
so the house of Israel is ashamed—
they, their kings, their princes, their
priests, and their prophets,

27who tell wood, ‘You aremy father,’
and a stone, ‘You have given birth to
me,’

for they have turned their back to me,
and not their face,
but in the time of their trouble theywill
say, ‘Arise, and save us!’

28 “But where are your gods that you have
made for yourselves?

Let them arise, if they can save you in
the time of your trouble,

for you have as many gods as you have
towns, O Judah.

29 “Whywill you contend withme?
You all have transgressed against me,”
says the LORD.

30 “I have struck your children in vain.
They received no correction.

Your own sword has devoured your
prophets,

like a destroying lion.
31Generation, consider the LORD’s word.

Have I been a wilderness to Israel?
Or a land of thick darkness?

Why do my people say, ‘We have broken
loose.

Wewill come to you nomore’?
32 “Can a virgin forget her ornaments,

or a bride her attire?
* 2:17 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is “” (Elohim). † 2:18 i.e., the Euphrates River ‡ 2:19 When rendered
in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”, usually pronounced
Yahweh).
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Yet my people have forgotten me for
days without number.

33How well you prepare your way to seek
love!

Therefore you have even taught the
wicked women your ways.

34Also the blood of the souls of the innocent
poor is found in your skirts.

You didn’t find them breaking in,
but it is because of all these things.

35 “Yet you said, ‘I am innocent.
Surely his anger has turned away from
me.’

“Behold, I will judge you,
because you say, ‘I have not sinned.’

36Why do you go about so much to change
your ways?

Youwill be ashamed of Egypt also,
as you were ashamed of Assyria.

37 You will also leave that place with your
hands on your head;

for the LORD has rejected those in
whom you trust,

and you won’t prosper with them.

3
1 “They say, ‘If a man puts away his wife,

and she goes from him, and becomes an-
otherman’s, should he return to her again?’
Wouldn’t that land be greatly polluted? But
you have played the prostitute with many
lovers; yet return again to me,” says the
LORD.

2 “Lift up your eyes to the bare heights,
and see! Where have you not been lain
with? You have sat waiting for them by the
road, as an Arabian in the wilderness. You
have polluted the land with your prostitu-
tion andwith your wickedness. 3Therefore
the showers have been withheld and there
has been no latter rain; yet you have had a
prostitute’s forehead and you refused to be
ashamed. 4Will you not from this time cry
to me, ‘My Father, you are the guide of my
youth!’?

5 “ ‘Will he retain his anger forever? Will
he keep it to the end?’ Behold, you have
spoken and have done evil things, and have
had your way.”

6 Moreover, the LORD said to me in the
days of Josiah the king, “Have you seen that
which backsliding Israel has done? She has
gone up on every highmountain and under
every green tree, and has played the pros-
titute there. 7 I said after she had done all
these things, ‘Shewill return tome;’ but she
didn’t return, and her treacherous sister
Judah saw it. 8 I saw when, for this very
cause, that backsliding Israel had commit-
ted adultery, I had put her away and given
her a certificate of divorce, yet treacherous
Judah, her sister, had no fear, but she also

went and played the prostitute. 9 Because
she took her prostitution lightly, the land
was polluted, and she committed adultery
with stones and with wood. 10 Yet for all
this her treacherous sister, Judah, has not
returned to me with her whole heart, but
only in pretense,” says the LORD.

11 The LORD said to me, “Backsliding Is-
rael has shownherselfmore righteous than
treacherous Judah. 12 Go, and proclaim
these words toward the north, and say, ‘Re-
turn, youbacksliding Israel,’ says theLORD;
‘I will not look in anger on you, for I am
merciful,’ says the LORD. ‘I will not keep
anger forever. 13 Only acknowledge your
iniquity, that youhave transgressed against
the LORD your God, and have scattered
your ways to the strangers under every
green tree, and you have not obeyed my
voice,’ ” says the LORD. 14 “Return, backslid-
ing children,” says the LORD, “for I am a
husband toyou. Iwill takeoneofyou froma
city, and two from a family, and I will bring
you to Zion. 15 I will give you shepherds ac-
cording tomy heart, whowill feed youwith
knowledge and understanding. 16 It will
come to pass, when you are multiplied and
increased in the land in those days,” says
the LORD, “they will no longer say, ‘the ark
of the LORD’s covenant!’ It will not come
to mind. They won’t remember it. They
won’t miss it, nor will another be made.
17At that time they will call Jerusalem ‘The
LORD’s Throne;’ and all the nations will
be gathered to it, to the LORD’s name, to
Jerusalem. They will no longer walk after
the stubbornness of their evil heart. 18 In
those days the house of Judah will walk
with the house of Israel, and theywill come
together out of the land of the north to the
land that I gave for an inheritance to your
fathers.

19 “But I said, ‘How I desire to put you
among thechildren, andgiveyouapleasant
land, a goodly heritage of the armies of
the nations!’ and I said, ‘You shall call me
“My Father”, and shall not turn away from
followingme.’

20 “Surely as awife treacherously departs
fromherhusband, soyouhavedealt treach-
erously with me, house of Israel,” says
the LORD. 21 A voice is heard on the bare
heights, theweepingand thepetitionsof the
children of Israel; because they have per-
verted their way, they have forgotten the
LORD their God. 22Return, you backsliding
children, and I will heal your backsliding.

“Behold, we have come to you; for you
are the LORD our God. 23 Truly help from
the hills, the tumult on the mountains, is in
vain. Truly the salvation of Israel is in the
LORD our God. 24 But the shameful thing
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has devoured the labor of our fathers from
ouryouth, theirflocksand theirherds, their
sons and their daughters. 25Let us lie down
in our shame, and let our confusion cover
us; forwehavesinnedagainst theLORDour
God, we and our fathers, from our youth
even to this day. We have not obeyed the
LORD our God’s voice.”

4
1 “If you will return, Israel,” says the

LORD, “if you will return to me, and if you
will put away your abominations out of my
sight; then you will not be removed; 2 and
youwill swear, ‘As the LORD lives,’ in truth,
in justice, and inrighteousness. Thenations
will bless themselves in him, and they will
glory in him.”

3 For the LORD says to the men of Ju-
dah and to Jerusalem, “Break up your fal-
low ground, and don’t sow among thorns.
4 Circumcise yourselves to the LORD, and
take away the foreskins of your heart, you
men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem;
lest my wrath go out like fire, and burn
so that no one can quench it, because of
the evil of your doings. 5Declare in Judah,
and publish in Jerusalem; and say, ‘Blow
the trumpet in the land!’ Cry aloud and
say, ‘Assemble yourselves! Let’s go into the
fortified cities!’ 6 Set up a standard toward
Zion. Flee for safety! Don’t wait; for I
will bring evil from the north, and a great
destruction.”

7 A lion has gone up from his thicket,
and a destroyer of nations. He is on his
way. He has gone out from his place, to
make your land desolate, that your cities be
laid waste, without inhabitant. 8 For this,
clothe yourself with sackcloth, lament and
wail; for the fierce anger of the LORDhasn’t
turned back from us. 9 “It will happen at
that day,” says the LORD, “that the heart of
the king will perish, along with the heart of
the princes. The priests will be astonished,
and the prophets will wonder.”

10 Then I said, “Ah, Lord GOD! Surely
you have greatly deceived this people and
Jerusalem, saying, ‘You will have peace;’
whereas the sword reaches to the heart.”

11At that time it will be said to this people
and to Jerusalem, “A hot wind blows from
the bare heights in the wilderness toward
the daughter of my people, not to winnow,
nor to cleanse. 12 A full wind from these
will come for me. Now I will also utter
judgments against them.”

13Behold, he will come up as clouds, and
his chariots will be as the whirlwind. His
horses are swifter than eagles. Woe to us!
For we are ruined. 14 Jerusalem, wash your
heart from wickedness, that you may be

saved. How long will your evil thoughts
lodge within you? 15 For a voice declares
from Dan, and publishes evil from the hills
of Ephraim: 16 “Tell the nations, behold,
publish against Jerusalem, ‘Watchers come
from a far country, and raise their voice
against the cities of Judah. 17 As keepers
of a field, they are against her all around,
because she has been rebellious against
me,’ ” says the LORD. 18 “Yourway and your
doings have brought these things to you.
This is your wickedness, for it is bitter, for
it reaches to your heart.”

19My anguish, my anguish! I am pained
atmy very heart! My heart trembleswithin
me. I can’t holdmypeace, becauseyouhave
heard, Omy soul, the sound of the trumpet,
the alarm of war. 20Destruction on destruc-
tion is decreed, for the whole land is laid
waste. Suddenly my tents are destroyed,
and my curtains gone in a moment. 21How
long will I see the standard and hear the
sound of the trumpet?

22 “For my people are foolish. They don’t
know me. They are foolish children, and
they have no understanding. They are skill-
ful in doing evil, but they don’t know how
to do good.” 23 I saw the earth and, behold,
it waswaste and void, and the heavens, and
they had no light. 24 I saw the mountains,
and behold, they trembled, and all the hills
moved back and forth. 25 I saw, and behold,
there was no man, and all the birds of the
sky had fled. 26 I saw, and behold, the
fruitful field was a wilderness, and all its
cities were broken down at the presence of
the LORD, before his fierce anger. 27 For
the LORD says, “The whole land will be a
desolation; yet I will not make a full end.
28 For this the earth will mourn, and the
heavens above be black, because I have
spoken it. I have planned it, and I have not
repented, neither will I turn back from it.”

29 Every city flees for the noise of the
horsemen and archers. They go into the
thickets and climb up on the rocks. Ev-
ery city is forsaken, and not a man dwells
therein. 30 You, when you are made deso-
late, what will you do? Though you clothe
yourself with scarlet, though you deck
yourself with ornaments of gold, though
you enlarge your eyes with makeup, you
make yourself beautiful in vain. Your
lovers despise you. They seek your life.
31 For I have heard a voice as of a woman
in travail, the anguish as of her who gives
birth to her first child, the voice of the
daughter of Zion, who gasps for breath,
who spreads her hands, saying, “Woe is me
now! Formy soul faints before themurder-
ers.”
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5
1 “Run back and forth through the streets

of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and
seek in its wide places, if you can find a
man, if there is anyonewhodoes justly,who
seeks truth, then Iwill pardonher. 2Though
they say, ‘As the LORD lives,’ surely they
swear falsely.”

3O LORD, don’t your eyes look on truth?
You have stricken them, but they were not
grieved. Youhave consumed them, but they
have refused to receive correction. They
have made their faces harder than a rock.
They have refused to return.

4Then I said, “Surely these are poor. They
are foolish; for they don’t know the LORD’s
way, nor the law of their God. 5 I will go to
the great men and will speak to them, for
they know thewayof theLORD, and the law
of their God.” But these with one accord
have broken the yoke, and burst the bonds.
6 Therefore a lion out of the forest will kill
them. A wolf of the evenings will destroy
them. A leopard will watch against their
cities. Everyone who goes out there will
be torn in pieces, because their transgres-
sions are many and their backsliding has
increased.

7 “How can I pardon you? Your chil-
dren have forsakenme, and sworn bywhat
are no gods. When I had fed them to the
full, they committed adultery, and assem-
bled themselves in troops at the prostitutes’
houses. 8 They were as fed horses roaming
at large. Everyone neighed after his neigh-
bor’s wife. 9 Shouldn’t I punish them for
these things?” says the LORD. “Shouldn’t
mysoulbeavengedonsuchanationas this?

10 “Go up on her walls, and destroy, but
don’t make a full end. Take away her
branches, for theyarenot theLORD’s. 11For
the house of Israel and the house of Judah
have dealt very treacherously against me,”
says the LORD.

12 They have denied the LORD, and said,
“It is not he. Evil won’t come on us. We
won’t see sword or famine. 13The prophets
will become wind, and the word is not in
them. Thus it will be done to them.”

14Therefore the LORD, the God of Armies
says, “Because you speak thisword, behold,
I will make my words in your mouth fire,
and this people wood, and it will devour
them. 15 Behold, I will bring a nation on
you from far away, house of Israel,” says the
LORD. “It is amighty nation. It is an ancient
nation, a nation whose language you don’t
know and don’t understand what they say.
16 Their quiver is an open tomb. They are
all mighty men. 17 They will eat up your
harvest and your bread, which your sons
and your daughters should eat. They will

eat upyourflocks andyourherds. Theywill
eat up your vines and your fig trees. They
will beat downyour fortified cities inwhich
you trust with the sword.

18“But even in thosedays,” says theLORD,
“I will not make a full end of you. 19 It
will happen when you say, ‘Why has the
LORD our God done all these things to us?’
Then you shall say to them, ‘Just as you
have forsaken me and served foreign gods
in your land, so you will serve strangers in
a land that is not yours.’

20 “Declare this in the house of Jacob, and
publish it in Judah, saying, 21 ‘Hear thisnow,
foolish peoplewithout understanding, who
have eyes, and don’t see, who have ears,
and don’t hear: 22Don’t you fear me?’ says
the LORD; ‘Won’t you tremble at my pres-
ence, who have placed the sand for the
bound of the sea by a perpetual decree,
that it can’t pass it? Though its waves toss
themselves, yet they can’t prevail. Though
they roar, they still can’t pass over it.’

23 “But this people has a revolting and a
rebellious heart. They have revolted and
gone. 24 They don’t say in their heart, ‘Let’s
now fear the LORDourGod,who gives rain,
both the former and the latter, in its season,
who preserves to us the appointedweeks of
the harvest.’

25 “Your iniquities have turned away
these things, and your sins have withheld
good fromyou. 26Forwickedmenare found
among my people. They watch, as fowlers
lie in wait. They set a trap. They catch
men. 27 As a cage is full of birds, so are
their houses full of deceit. Therefore they
have become great, and grew rich. 28 They
have grown fat. They shine; yes, they excel
in deeds of wickedness. They don’t plead
the cause, the cause of the fatherless, that
they may prosper; and they don’t defend
the rights of the needy.

29 “Shouldn’t I punish for these things?”
says the LORD. “Shouldn’t my soul be
avenged on such a nation as this?

30 “An astonishing and horrible thing has
happened in the land. 31 The prophets
prophesy falsely, and the priests rule by
their own authority; and my people love to
have it so. What will you do in the end of it?

6
1 “Flee for safety, you children of Ben-

jamin, out of themiddle of Jerusalem! Blow
the trumpet in Tekoa and raise up a signal
on Beth Haccherem, for evil looks out from
the north with a great destruction. 2 I will
cut off the beautiful and delicate one, the
daughter of Zion. 3 Shepherds with their
flockswill come to her. Theywill pitch their
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tents against her all around. They will feed
everyone in his place.”

4 “Prepare war against her! Arise! Let’s
go up at noon. Woe to us! For the day
declines, for the shadows of the evening
are stretched out. 5 Arise! Let’s go up by
night, and let’s destroy her palaces.” 6 For
the LORD of Armies said, “Cut down trees,
and cast up a mound against Jerusalem.
This is the city to be visited. She is filled
with oppression within herself. 7As a well
produces its waters, so she produces her
wickedness. Violence and destruction is
heard in her. Sickness and wounds are
continually before me. 8 Be instructed,
Jerusalem, lest my soul be alienated from
you, lest I make you a desolation, an unin-
habited land.”

9 The LORD of Armies says, “They will
thoroughly glean the remnant of Israel like
a vine. Turn again your hand as a grape
gatherer into the baskets.”

10 To whom should I speak and testify,
that they may hear? Behold, their ear is
uncircumcised, and they can’t listen. Be-
hold, the LORD’s word has become a re-
proach to them. They have no delight in it.
11Therefore I am full of the LORD’s wrath. I
amweary with holding it in.
“Pour it out on the children in the street,

and on the assembly of young men to-
gether;

for even the husband with the wife will be
taken,

the aged with himwho is full of days.
12Their houses will be turned to others,

their fields and their wives together;
for I will stretch out my hand on the inhab-

itants of the land, says the LORD.”
13 “For from their least even to their great-

est, everyone is given to covetous-
ness.

From the prophet even to the priest,
everyone deals falsely.

14 They have healed also the hurt of my
people superficially,

saying, ‘Peace, peace!’ when there is no
peace.

15Were they ashamed when they had com-
mitted abomination?

No, they were not at all ashamed, nei-
ther could they blush.

Therefore they will fall among those who
fall.

When I visit them, they will be cast
down,” says the LORD.

16The LORD says, “Stand in the ways and
see, and ask for the old paths, ‘Where is
the good way?’ and walk in it, and you
will find rest for your souls. But they said,
‘We will not walk in it.’ 17 I set watchmen
over you, saying, ‘Listen to the sound of

the trumpet!’ But they said, ‘We will not
listen!’ 18 Therefore hear, you nations, and
know, congregation, what is among them.
19 Hear, earth! Behold, I will bring evil on
this people, even the fruit of their thoughts,
because theyhavenot listened tomywords;
and as for my law, they have rejected it.
20Towhat purpose does frankincense from
Sheba come tome, and the sweet cane from
a far country? Your burnt offerings are
not acceptable, and your sacrifices are not
pleasing to me.”

21 Therefore the LORD says, “Behold, I
will lay stumbling blocks before this peo-
ple. The fathers and the sons together will
stumble against them. The neighbor and
his friend will perish.” 22 The LORD says,
“Behold, a people comes from the north
country. A great nation will be stirred
up from the uttermost parts of the earth.
23 They take hold of bow and spear. They
are cruel, and have no mercy. Their voice
roars like the sea, and they ride on horses,
everyone set in array, as aman to the battle,
against you, daughter of Zion.”

24 We have heard its report. Our hands
become feeble. Anguish has taken hold
of us, and pains as of a woman in labor.
25Don’t go out into the field or walk by the
way; for the sword of the enemy and terror
are on every side. 26Daughter ofmypeople,
clothe yourself with sackcloth, and wallow
in ashes! Mourn, as for an only son, most
bitter lamentation, for the destroyer will
suddenly come on us.

27 “I havemade you a tester ofmetals and
a fortress among my people, that you may
know and try their way. 28 They are all
grievous rebels, going around to slander.
They are bronze and iron. All of them deal
corruptly. 29The bellows blow fiercely. The
lead is consumed in the fire. In vain they go
on refining, for the wicked are not plucked
away. 30Men will call them rejected silver,
because the LORD has rejected them.”

7
1 The word that came to Jeremiah from

the LORD, saying, 2 “Stand in the gate of
the LORD’s house, and proclaim this word
there, and say, ‘Hear the LORD’s word, all
you of Judah, who enter in at these gates to
worship the LORD.’ ”

3 The LORD of Armies, the God of Is-
rael says, “Amend your ways and your do-
ings, and I will cause you to dwell in this
place. 4 Don’t trust in lying words, saying,
‘The LORD’s temple, the LORD’s temple, the
LORD’s temple, are these.’ 5 For if you thor-
oughly amend your ways and your doings,
if you thoroughly execute justice between
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a man and his neighbor; 6 if you don’t op-
press the foreigner, the fatherless, and the
widow, and don’t shed innocent blood in
this place, and don’t walk after other gods
to your own hurt, 7 then I will cause you to
dwell in this place, in the land that I gave
to your fathers, from of old even forever
more. 8Behold, you trust in lyingwords that
can’t profit. 9Will you steal, murder, com-
mit adultery, swear falsely, burn incense
to Baal, and walk after other gods that you
havenot known, 10 then comeand standbe-
foreme in this house, which is called bymy
name, and say, ‘We are delivered,’ that you
may do all these abominations? 11Has this
house, which is called bymy name, become
a den of robbers in your eyes? Behold, I
myself have seen it,” says the LORD.

12 “But go now to my place which was in
Shiloh, where I caused my name to dwell
at the first, and see what I did to it for the
wickedness of my people Israel. 13 Now,
because you have done all these works,”
says the LORD, “and I spoke to you, rising
up early and speaking, but you didn’t hear;
and I called you, but you didn’t answer;
14 therefore I will do to the house which
is called by my name, in which you trust,
and to the place which I gave to you and to
your fathers, as I did to Shiloh. 15 I will cast
you out of my sight, as I have cast out all
your brothers, even thewhole offspring* of
Ephraim.

16 “Therefore don’t pray for this people.
Don’t lift up a cry or prayer for them or
make intercession to me; for I will not
hear you. 17 Don’t you see what they do
in the cities of Judah and in the streets of
Jerusalem? 18 The children gather wood,
and the fathers kindle the fire, and the
women knead the dough, to make cakes to
the queen of the sky, and to pour out drink
offerings to other gods, that they may pro-
voke me to anger. 19Do they provoke me to
anger?” says the LORD. “Don’t they provoke
themselves, to the confusion of their own
faces?”

20Therefore the Lord GOD says: “Behold,
my anger and my wrath will be poured out
on this place, on man, on animal, on the
trees of the field, and on the fruit of the
ground; and it will burn and will not be
quenched.”

21 The LORD of Armies, the God of Israel
says: “Add your burnt offerings to your
sacrifices and eatmeat. 22For I didn’t speak
to your fathers or command them in the
day that I brought them out of the land of
Egypt concerning burnt offerings or sacri-
fices; 23 but this thing I commanded them,

saying, ‘Listen to my voice, and I will be
yourGod, and you shall bemypeople. Walk
in all the way that I command you, that it
may be well with you.’ 24 But they didn’t
listen or turn their ear, but walked in their
own counsels and in the stubbornness of
their evil heart, and went backward, and
not forward. 25 Since the day that your
fathers came out of the land of Egypt to this
day, I have sent to you all my servants the
prophets, daily rising up early and sending
them. 26 Yet they didn’t listen to me or
incline their ear, but made their neck stiff.
They did worse than their fathers.

27 “You shall speak all these words to
them, but they will not listen to you. You
shall also call to them, but they will not
answer you. 28 You shall tell them, ‘This is
the nation that has not listened to the LORD
their God’s voice, nor received instruction.
Truth has perished, and is cut off from their
mouth.’ 29 Cut off your hair, and throw
it away, and take up a lamentation on the
bare heights; for the LORDhas rejected and
forsaken the generation of his wrath.

30 “For the children of Judah have done
that which is evil in my sight,” says the
LORD. “They have set their abominations
in the house which is called by my name,
to defile it. 31 They have built the high
places of Topheth, which is in the valley of
the son of Hinnom, to burn their sons and
their daughters in the fire, which I didn’t
command, nor did it come into my mind.
32 Therefore behold, the days come”, says
the LORD, “that it will no more be called
‘Topheth’ or ‘The valley of the son of Hin-
nom’, but ‘The valley of Slaughter’; for they
will bury in Topheth until there is no place
to bury. 33 The dead bodies of this people
will be food for the birds of the sky, and
for the animals of the earth. No one will
frighten them away. 34 Then I will cause
to cease from the cities of Judah and from
the streets of Jerusalem the voice of mirth
and the voice of gladness, the voice of the
bridegroom and the voice of the bride; for
the land will become a waste.”

8
1 “At that time,” says the LORD, “they

will bring the bones of the kings of Judah,
the bones of his princes, the bones of the
priests, the bones of the prophets, and the
bonesof the inhabitantsof Jerusalem, outof
their graves. 2Theywill spread thembefore
the sun, the moon, and all the army of the
sky, which they have loved, which they
have served, after which they havewalked,
which they have sought, and which they
have worshiped. They will not be gathered

* 7:15 or, seed
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or be buried. They will be like dung on
the surface of the earth. 3 Death will be
chosen rather than life by all the residue
that remain of this evil family, that remain
in all the places where I have driven them,”
says the LORD of Armies. 4 “Moreover you
shall tell them, ‘The LORD says:
“ ‘Domen fall, and not rise up again?

Does one turn away, and not return?
5 Why then have the people of Jerusalem

fallen back by a perpetual backslid-
ing?

They cling to deceit.
They refuse to return.

6 I listened and heard, but they didn’t say
what is right.

No one repents of his wickedness, say-
ing, “What have I done?”

Everyone turns to his course,
as a horse that rushes headlong in the
battle.

7 Yes, the stork in the sky knows her ap-
pointed times.

The turtledove, the swallow, and the
crane observe the time of their com-
ing;

but my people don’t know the LORD’s
law.

8 “ ‘How do you say, “We are wise, and the
LORD’s law is with us”?

But, behold, the false pen of the scribes
has made that a lie.

9The wise men are disappointed.
They are dismayed and trapped.

Behold, they have rejected the LORD’s
word.

What kind of wisdom is in them?
10Therefore I will give their wives to others

and their fields to those who will pos-
sess them.

For everyone from the least even to the
greatest is given to covetousness;

from the prophet even to the priest ev-
eryone deals falsely.

11Theyhavehealed thehurt of thedaughter
of my people slightly, saying,

“Peace, peace,” when there is no peace.
12Were they ashamed when they had com-

mitted abomination?
No, they were not at all ashamed.
They couldn’t blush.

Therefore they will fall among those who
fall.

In the time of their visitation they will
be cast down, says the LORD.

13 “ ‘I will utterly consume them, says the
LORD.

No grapes will be on the vine,
no figs on the fig tree,
and the leaf will fade.

The things that I have given them
will pass away from them.’ ”

14 “Why dowe sit still?
Assemble yourselves!
Let’s enter into the fortified cities,
and let’s be silent there;

for the LORD our God has put us to silence,
and given us poisoned water to drink,
because we have sinned against the
LORD.

15We looked for peace, but no good came;
and for a time of healing, and behold,
dismay!

16 The snorting of his horses is heard from
Dan.

The whole land trembles at the sound
of the neighing of his strong ones;

for they have come, and have devoured the
land and all that is in it,

the city and those who dwell therein.”
17 “For, behold, I will send serpents,

adders among you,
which will not be charmed;
and they will bite you,” says the LORD.

18 Oh that I could comfort myself against
sorrow!

My heart is faint withinme.
19Behold, the voice of the cry of the daugh-

ter of my people from a land that is
very far off:

“Isn’t the LORD in Zion?
Isn’t her King in her?”

“Whyhave they provokedme to angerwith
their engraved images,

and with foreign idols?”
20 “The harvest is past.

The summer has ended,
and we are not saved.”

21For the hurt of the daughter ofmypeople,
I am hurt.

I mourn.
Dismay has taken hold of me.

22 Is there no balm in Gilead?
Is there no physician there?

Why then isn’t the health of the daughter of
my people recovered?

9
1Oh that my head were waters,

andmy eyes a spring of tears,
that I might weep day and night

for the slain of the daughter of my peo-
ple!

2Oh that I had in the wilderness
a lodging place of wayfaringmen,

that I might leavemy people
and go from them!

For they are all adulterers,
an assembly of treacherous men.
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3 “They bend their tongue,
as their bow, for falsehood.

They have grown strong in the land,
but not for truth;

for they proceed from evil to evil,
and they don’t know me,” says the
LORD.

4 “Everyone beware of his neighbor,
and don’t trust in any brother;

for every brother will utterly supplant,
and every neighbor will go around like
a slanderer.

5Friends deceive each other,
and will not speak the truth.

They have taught their tongue to speak lies.
They weary themselves committing in-
iquity.

6Your habitation is in themiddle of deceit.
Through deceit, they refuse to know
me,” says the LORD.

7Therefore the LORD of Armies says,
“Behold, I will melt them and test them;

forhowshould I dealwith thedaughter
of my people?

8Their tongue is a deadly arrow.
It speaks deceit.

One speaks peaceably to his neighbor with
his mouth,

but in his heart, he waits to ambush
him.

9Shouldn’t I punish them for these things?”
says the LORD.

“Shouldn’t my soul be avenged on a
nation such as this?

10 I will weep andwail for themountains,
and lament for the pastures of the
wilderness,

because they are burned up, so that no one
passes through;

Men can’t hear the voice of the live-
stock.

Both the birds of the sky and the animals
have fled.

They are gone.

11 “I will make Jerusalem heaps,
a dwelling place of jackals.

I will make the cities of Judah a desolation,
without inhabitant.”

12Whoiswiseenough tounderstand this?
Who is he to whom the mouth of the LORD
has spoken, that he may declare it? Why
has the land perished and burned up like a
wilderness, so that no one passes through?

13 The LORD says, “Because they have
forsaken my law which I set before them,
and have not obeyed my voice or walked
in my ways, 14 but have walked after the
stubbornness of their own heart and after
the Baals, which their fathers taught them.”
15 Therefore the LORD of Armies, the God
of Israel, says, “Behold, I will feed them,

even this people, with wormwood and give
them poisoned water to drink. 16 I will
scatter themalso among the nations, whom
neither they nor their fathers have known.
Iwill send the swordafter them, until I have
consumed them.”

17The LORD of Armies says,
“Consider, and call for the mourning

women, that theymay come.
Send for the skillful women, that they
may come.

18Let themmake haste
and take up a wailing for us,

that our eyes may run downwith tears
and our eyelids gush out with waters.

19For a voice ofwailing is heard out of Zion,
‘Howwe are ruined!

We are greatly confounded
because we have forsaken the land,
because they have cast down our
dwellings.’ ”

20Yet hear the LORD’s word, you women.
Let your ear receive the word of his
mouth.

Teach your daughters wailing.
Everyone teach her neighbor a lamen-
tation.

21For death has come up into ourwindows.
It has entered into our palaces

to cut off the children from outside,
and the youngmen from the streets.

22 Speak, “The LORD says,
“ ‘The dead bodies of men will fall as dung

on the open field,
and as the handful after the harvester.
No one will gather them.’ ”

23The LORD says,
“Don’t let thewiseman glory in hiswisdom.

Don’t let the mighty man glory in his
might.

Don’t let the rich man glory in his
riches.

24But let himwho glories glory in this,
that he has understanding, and knows
me,

that I am the LORD who exercises loving
kindness, justice, and righteousness
in the earth,

for I delight in these things,” says the
LORD.

25 “Behold, the days come,” says the
LORD, “that I will punish all those who are
circumcised only in their flesh: 26Egypt, Ju-
dah, Edom, the children of Ammon, Moab,
and all who have the corners of their hair
cut off, who dwell in the wilderness, for all
the nations are uncircumcised, and all the
house of Israel are uncircumcised inheart.”
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10
1Hear the word which the LORD speaks

to you, house of Israel! 2The LORD says,
“Don’t learn the way of the nations,

and don’t be dismayed at the signs of
the sky;

for the nations are dismayed at them.
3For the customs of the peoples are vanity;

for one cuts a tree out of the forest,
the work of the hands of the workman
with the ax.

4They deck it with silver and with gold.
They fasten it with nails andwith ham-
mers,

so that it can’t move.
5They are like a palm tree, of turned work,

and don’t speak.
Theymust be carried,

because they can’t move.
Don’t be afraid of them;

for they can’t do evil,
neither is it in them to do good.”

6There is no one like you, LORD.
You are great,
and your name is great in might.

7Who shouldn’t fear you,
King of the nations?
For it belongs to you.

Because among all the wise men of the na-
tions,

and in all their royal estate,
there is no one like you.

8But they are together brutish and foolish,
instructed by idols!
It is just wood.

9There is silver beaten into plates, which is
brought from Tarshish,

and gold from Uphaz,
the work of the engraver and of the
hands of the goldsmith.

Their clothing is blue and purple.
They are all the work of skillful men.

10But the LORD is the true God.
He is the living God,
and an everlasting King.

At his wrath, the earth trembles.
Thenations aren’t able towithstandhis
indignation.

11 “You shall say this to them: ‘The gods
that have not made the heavens and the
earth will perish from the earth, and from
under the heavens.’ ”
12God hasmade the earth by his power.

He has established the world by his
wisdom,

and by his understanding has he
stretched out the heavens.

13When he utters his voice,
the waters in the heavens roar,
and he causes the vapors to ascend
from the ends of the earth.

Hemakes lightnings for the rain,

and brings the wind out of his trea-
suries.

14Everyman has become brutish andwith-
out knowledge.

Every goldsmith is disappointed by his
engraved image;

for his molten image is falsehood,
and there is no breath in them.

15They are vanity, a work of delusion.
In the time of their visitation they will
perish.

16The portion of Jacob is not like these;
for he is themaker of all things;

and Israel is the tribe of his inheritance.
The LORD of Armies is his name.

17Gather up your wares out of the land,
you who live under siege.

18For the LORD says,
“Behold, I will sling out the inhabitants
of the land at this time,

and will distress them, that they may
feel it.”

19Woe is me because of my injury!
Mywound is serious;

but I said,
“Truly this is my grief, and I must bear
it.”

20My tent has been destroyed,
and all my cords are broken.

My children have gone away fromme, and
they are nomore.

There is no one to spread my tent any
more,

to set upmy curtains.
21For the shepherds have become brutish,

and have not inquired of the LORD.
Therefore they have not prospered,

and all their flocks have scattered.
22The voice of news, behold, it comes,

and a great commotion out of the north
country,

to make the cities of Judah a desolation,
a dwelling place of jackals.

23 LORD, I know that the way of man is not
in himself.

It is not in man who walks to direct his
steps.

24LORD, correct me, but gently;
not in your anger,
lest you reduceme to nothing.

25 Pour out your wrath on the nations that
don’t know you,

and on the families that don’t call on
your name;

for they have devoured Jacob.
Yes, they have devoured him, con-
sumed him,

and have laid waste his habitation.

11
1 The word that came to Jeremiah from

the LORD, saying, 2 “Hear the words of
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this covenant, and speak to the men of Ju-
dah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem;
3 and say to them, the LORD, the God of
Israel says: ‘Cursed is the man who doesn’t
hear the words of this covenant, 4 which
I commanded your fathers in the day that
I brought them out of the land of Egypt,
out of the iron furnace,’ saying, ‘Obey my
voice and do them, according to all which
I command you; so you shall be my people,
and Iwill be yourGod; 5 that Imay establish
the oath which I swore to your fathers, to
give them a land flowing with milk and
honey,’ as it is today.”
Then I answered, and said, “Amen,

LORD.”
6 The LORD said to me, “Proclaim all

these words in the cities of Judah, and in
the streets of Jerusalem, saying, ‘Hear the
words of this covenant, and do them. 7 For
I earnestly protested to your fathers in the
day that I brought them up out of the land
of Egypt, even to this day, rising early and
protesting, saying, “Obey my voice.” 8 Yet
they didn’t obey, nor turn their ear, but
everyone walked in the stubbornness of
their evil heart. Therefore I brought on
them all the words of this covenant, which
I commanded them to do, but they didn’t do
them.’ ”

9 The LORD said to me, “A conspiracy is
found among themen of Judah, and among
the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 10 They have
turned back to the iniquities of their fore-
fathers, who refused to hear my words.
They have gone after other gods to serve
them. The house of Israel and the house
of Judah have broken my covenant which
I made with their fathers. 11 Therefore the
LORDsays, ‘Behold, Iwill bring evil on them
which they will not be able to escape; and
they will cry to me, but I will not listen to
them. 12 Then the cities of Judah and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem will go and cry to
the gods to which they offer incense, but
they will not save them at all in the time
of their trouble. 13 For according to the
number of your cities are your gods, Judah;
and according to the number of the streets
of Jerusalem you have set up altars to the
shameful thing, even altars to burn incense
to Baal.’

14 “Therefore don’t pray for this people.
Don’t lift up cryorprayer for them; for Iwill
nothear themin the time that theycry tome
because of their trouble.
15What has my beloved to do inmy house,

since she has behaved lewdly with
many,

and theholyfleshhaspassed fromyou?
When you do evil,

then you rejoice.”

16 The LORD called your name, “A green
olive tree,

beautiful with goodly fruit.”
With thenoiseof a great roarhehaskindled

fire on it,
and its branches are broken.

17For theLORDofArmies,whoplantedyou,
has pronounced evil against you, because
of the evil of the house of Israel and of the
house of Judah, which they have done to
themselves in provoking me to anger by
offering incense to Baal.

18TheLORDgavemeknowledge of it, and
Iknewit. Thenyoushowedme theirdoings.
19 But I was like a gentle lamb that is led to
the slaughter. I didn’t know that they had
devised plans against me, saying,
“Let’s destroy the tree with its fruit,

and let’s cuthimoff fromthe landof the
living,

that his namemay be no more remem-
bered.”

20 But, LORD of Armies, who judges righ-
teously,

who tests the heart and themind,
I will see your vengeance on them;

for to you I have revealedmy cause.
21 “Therefore the LORD says concern-

ing the men of Anathoth, who seek your
life, saying, ‘You shall not prophesy in the
LORD’s name, that you not die by our
hand’— 22 therefore the LORD of Armies
says, ‘Behold, Iwill punish them. The young
men will die by the sword. Their sons and
their daughters will die by famine. 23There
will be no remnant to them, for I will bring
evil on the men of Anathoth, even the year
of their visitation.’ ”

12
1You are righteous, LORD,

when I contend with you;
yet I would like to plead a case with you.

Why does the way of the wicked pros-
per?

Why are they all at ease who deal very
treacherously?

2 You have planted them. Yes, they have
taken root.

They grow. Yes, they produce fruit.
You are near in their mouth,

and far from their heart.
3But you, LORD, knowme.

You see me, and test my heart toward
you.

Pull them out like sheep for the slaughter,
andprepare them for thedayof slaugh-
ter.

4How long will the landmourn,
and the herbs of the whole country
wither?
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Because of the wickedness of those who
dwell therein,

the animals and birds are consumed;
because they said,

“Hewon’t see our latter end.”
5 “If you have runwith the footmen,

and they have wearied you,
thenhowcanyoucontendwithhorses?

Though in a land of peace you are secure,
yet how will you do in the pride of the
Jordan?

6 For even your brothers, and the house of
your father,

even they have dealt treacherously
with you!

Even they have cried aloud after you!
Don’t believe them,

though they speak beautiful words to
you.

7 “I have forsakenmy house.
I have cast offmy heritage.
I have given the dearly beloved of my
soul into the hand of her enemies.

8My heritage has become to me as a lion in
the forest.

She has uttered her voice against me.
Therefore I have hated her.

9 Is my heritage to me as a speckled bird of
prey?

Are the birds of prey against her all
around?

Go, assemble all the animals of the field.
Bring them to devour.

10Many shepherdshavedestroyedmyvine-
yard.

They have trodden my portion under
foot.

They have mademy pleasant portion a
desolate wilderness.

11They havemade it a desolation.
It mourns to me, being desolate.

The whole land is made desolate,
because no one cares.

12 Destroyers have come on all the bare
heights in the wilderness;

for the sword of the LORD devours
from the one end of the land even to
the other end of the land.

No flesh has peace.
13They have sownwheat,

and have reaped thorns.
They have exhausted themselves,

and profit nothing.
You will be ashamed of your fruits,

because of the LORD’s fierce anger.”
14 The LORD says, “Concerning all my

evil neighbors, who touch the inheritance
which I have caused my people Israel to
inherit: Behold, I will pluck them up from
off their land, andwill pluckup thehouse of

Judah from among them. 15 It will happen
that after I have plucked them up, I will
return and have compassion on them. I
will bring them again, every man to his
heritage, and every man to his land. 16 It
will happen, if they will diligently learn the
ways of my people, to swear by my name,
‘As the LORD lives;’ even as they taught my
people to swear by Baal, then they will be
built up in themiddle ofmy people. 17But if
they will not hear, then I will pluck up that
nation, plucking up and destroying it,” says
the LORD.

13
1TheLORD said tome, “Go, andbuy your-

self a linen belt, and put it on your waist,
and don’t put it in water.”

2 So I bought a belt according to the
LORD’s word, and put it onmywaist.

3TheLORD’sword came tome the second
time, saying, 4 “Take the belt that you have
bought, which is on your waist, and arise,
go to the Euphrates, and hide it there in a
cleft of the rock.”

5 So I went and hid it by the Euphrates, as
the LORD commandedme.

6 After many days, the LORD said to me,
“Arise, go to theEuphrates, and take thebelt
fromthere,which I commandedyou tohide
there.”

7 Then I went to the Euphrates, and dug,
and took thebelt from theplacewhere Ihad
hidden it; and behold, the belt was ruined.
It was profitable for nothing.

8 Then the LORD’s word came to me, say-
ing, 9“TheLORD says, ‘In thisway Iwill ruin
the pride of Judah, and the great pride of
Jerusalem. 10 This evil people, who refuse
to hear my words, who walk in the stub-
bornness of theirheart, andhavegoneafter
other gods to serve them and to worship
them,will evenbeas this belt,which is prof-
itable for nothing. 11 For as the belt clings
to the waist of a man, so I have caused the
whole house of Israel and the whole house
of Judah to cling tome,’ says the LORD; ‘that
they may be to me for a people, for a name,
for praise, and for glory; but theywould not
hear.’

12 “Therefore you shall speak to them
this word: ‘The LORD, the God of Israel
says, “Every container should be filled with
wine.” ’ They will tell you, ‘Do we not cer-
tainly know that every container should be
filled with wine?’ 13 Then tell them, ‘The
LORD says, “Behold, I will fill all the inhab-
itants of this land, even the kings who sit
onDavid’s throne, the priests, the prophets,
and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, with
drunkenness. 14 I will dash them one
against another, even the fathers and the
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sons together,” says the LORD: “I will not
pity, spare, or have compassion, that I
should not destroy them.” ’ ”
15Hear, and give ear.

Don’t be proud,
for the LORD has spoken.

16Give glory to the LORD your God,
before he causes darkness,
and before your feet stumble on the
darkmountains,

and while you look for light,
he turns it into the shadow of death,
andmakes it deep darkness.

17But if you will not hear it,
my soul will weep in secret for your
pride.

My eye will weep bitterly,
and run downwith tears,
because the LORD’s flock has been
taken captive.

18 Say to the king and to the queenmother,
“Humble yourselves.

Sit down, for your crownshave comedown,
even the crown of your glory.

19The cities of the South are shut up,
and there is no one to open them.

Judah is carried away captive: all of them.
They are wholly carried away captive.

20Lift up your eyes,
and see those who come from the
north.

Where is the flock that was given to you,
your beautiful flock?

21 What will you say when he sets over
you as head those whom you have
yourself taught to be friends to you?

Won’t sorrows take hold of you, as of a
woman in travail?

22 If you say in your heart,
“Why have these things come onme?”

Your skirts are uncovered because of the
greatness of your iniquity,

and your heels suffer violence.
23Can the Ethiopian change his skin,

or the leopard his spots?
Thenmay you also do good,

who are accustomed to do evil.

24 “Therefore I will scatter them
as the stubble that passes away
by the wind of the wilderness.

25This is your lot,
the portionmeasured to you fromme,”
says the LORD,

“because you have forgottenme,
and trusted in falsehood.”

26 Therefore I will also uncover your skirts
on your face,

and your shamewill appear.
27 Ihaveseenyourabominations, evenyour

adulteries

and your neighing, the lewdness of
your prostitution,

on the hills in the field.
Woe to you, Jerusalem!

Youwill not bemade clean.
How long will it yet be?”

14
1 This is the LORD’s word that came to

Jeremiah concerning the drought:
2 “Judahmourns,

and its gates languish.
They sit in black on the ground.

The cry of Jerusalem goes up.
3 Their nobles send their little ones to the

waters.
They come to the cisterns,
and find nowater.

They return with their vessels empty.
They are disappointed and con-
founded,

and cover their heads.
4Because of the groundwhich is cracked,

because no rain has been in the land,
the plowmen are disappointed.

They cover their heads.
5 Yes, the doe in the field also calves and

forsakes her young,
because there is no grass.

6 The wild donkeys stand on the bare
heights.

They pant for air like jackals.
Their eyes fail,

because there is no vegetation.
7Though our iniquities testify against us,

work for your name’s sake, LORD;
for our rebellions are many.

We have sinned against you.
8You hope of Israel,

its Savior in the time of trouble,
why should you be as a foreigner in the

land,
and as a wayfaring man who turns
aside to stay for a night?

9Why should you be like a scaredman,
as a mighty manwho can’t save?

Yet you, LORD, are in themiddle of us,
and we are called by your name.
Don’t leave us.

10The LORD says to this people:
“Even so they have loved to wander.

They have not restrained their feet.
Therefore the LORD does not accept them.

Now hewill remember their iniquity,
and punish them for their sins.”

11 The LORD said to me, “Don’t pray for
thispeople for their good. 12When they fast,
I will not hear their cry; and when they of-
fer burnt offering and meal offering, I will
not accept them; but Iwill consume themby
the sword, by famine, and by pestilence.”
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13 Then I said, “Ah, Lord GOD! Behold,
the prophets tell them, ‘You will not see the
sword, neither will you have famine; but I
will give you assured peace in this place.’ ”

14 Then the LORD said to me, “The
prophets prophesy lies in my name. I
didn’t send them. I didn’t command them.
I didn’t speak to them. They prophesy
to you a lying vision, divination, and a
thing of nothing, and the deceit of their
own heart. 15 Therefore the LORD says
concerning the prophets who prophesy in
my name, but I didn’t send them, yet they
say, ‘Sword and famine will not be in this
land.’ Those prophets will be consumed by
sword and famine. 16 The people to whom
they prophesy will be cast out in the streets
of Jerusalem because of the famine and
the sword. They will have no one to bury
them—them, theirwives, their sons, or their
daughters, for I will pour their wickedness
on them.

17 “You shall say this word to them:
“ ‘Let my eyes run down with tears night

and day,
and let them not cease;

for the virgin daughter of my people is bro-
ken with a great breach,

with a very grievous wound.
18 If I go out into the field,

then behold, the slain with the sword!
If I enter into the city,

then behold, those who are sick with
famine!

Forboth theprophet and thepriest goabout
in the land,

and have no knowledge.’ ”
19Have you utterly rejected Judah?

Has your soul loathed Zion?
Why have you struck us, and there is no

healing for us?
We looked for peace, but no good came;
and for a time of healing, and behold,
dismay!

20We acknowledge, LORD, our wickedness,
and the iniquity of our fathers;
for we have sinned against you.

21Do not abhor us, for your name’s sake.
Do not disgrace the throne of your
glory.

Remember, and don’t break your
covenant with us.

22 Are there any among the vanities of the
nations that can cause rain?

Or can the sky give showers?
Aren’t you he, the LORD our God?

Therefore wewill wait for you;
for you havemade all these things.

15
1 Then the LORD said to me, “Though

Moses and Samuel stood before me, yet my
mind would not turn toward this people.
Cast them out of my sight, and let them go
out! 2 It will happen when they ask you,
‘Where shall we go out?’ then you shall tell
them, ‘The LORD says:
“Such as are for death, to death;
such as are for the sword, to the sword;
such as are for the famine, to the famine;
and such as are for captivity, to captivity.” ’

3 “I will appoint over them four kinds,”
says the LORD: “the sword to kill, the dogs
to tear, the birds of the sky, and the ani-
mals of the earth, to devour and to destroy.
4 I will cause them to be tossed back and
forth among all the kingdoms of the earth,
because of Manasseh, the son of Hezekiah,
king of Judah, for that which he did in
Jerusalem.
5For whowill have pity on you, Jerusalem?

Whowill mourn you?
Whowill come to ask of your welfare?

6You have rejectedme,” says the LORD.
“You have gone backward.

Therefore I have stretched out my hand
against you

and destroyed you.
I amweary of showing compassion.

7 I have winnowed them with a fan in the
gates of the land.

I have bereaved them of children.
I have destroyedmy people.

They didn’t return from their ways.
8Theirwidows are increasedmore than the

sand of the seas.
I have brought on them against the
mother of the youngmen a destroyer
at noonday.

I have caused anguish and terrors to
fall on her suddenly.

9 She who has borne seven languishes.
She has given up the spirit.

Her sunhas gone downwhile itwas yet day.
She has been disappointed and con-
founded.

I will deliver their residue to the
sword before their enemies,” says
the LORD.

10 Woe is me, my mother, that you have
borneme, a man of strife,

and a man of contention to the whole
earth!

I havenot lent, neitherhavemen lent tome;
yet every one of them curses me.

11The LORD said,
“Most certainly I will strengthen you for

good.
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Most certainly Iwill cause the enemy to
make supplication to you in the time
of evil

and in the time of affliction.
12Can one break iron,

even iron from the north, and bronze?
13 I will give your substance and your trea-

sures for a plunder without price,
and that for all your sins,
even in all your borders.

14 I will make them to pass with your en-
emies into a land which you don’t
know;

for a fire is kindled inmy anger,
which will burn on you.”

15LORD, you know.
Rememberme, visit me,
and avengeme of my persecutors.

You are patient, so don’t takeme away.
Know that for your sake I have suffered
reproach.

16Your words were found,
and I ate them.

Your words were tome a joy and the rejoic-
ing of my heart,

for I am called by your name, LORD,
God of Armies.

17 I didn’t sit in the assembly of those who
makemerry and rejoice.

I sat alone because of your hand,
foryouhavefilledmewith indignation.

18Why is my pain perpetual,
andmywound incurable,
which refuses to be healed?

Will you indeed be to me as a deceitful
brook,

like waters that fail?
19Therefore the LORD says,

“If you return, then I will bring you again,
that youmay stand before me;

and if you take out the precious from the
vile,

you will be as mymouth.
They will return to you,

but you will not return to them.
20 I will make you to this people a fortified

bronze wall.
They will fight against you,
but they will not prevail against you;

for I amwith you to save you
and to deliver you,” says the LORD.

21 “I will deliver you out of the hand of the
wicked,

and I will redeem you out of the hand
of the terrible.”

16
1 Then the LORD’s word came to me, say-

ing, 2 “You shall not take a wife, neither
shall you have sons or daughters, in this
place.” 3 For the LORD says concerning the

sons and concerning the daughterswhoare
born in this place, and concerning their
mothers who bore them, and concerning
their fathers who became their father in
this land: 4 “They will die grievous deaths.
Theywill not be lamented, neitherwill they
be buried. They will be as dung on the sur-
face of the ground. They will be consumed
by the sword and by famine. Their dead
bodies will be food for the birds of the sky
and for the animals of the earth.”

5 For the LORD says, “Don’t enter into the
house of mourning. Don’t go to lament.
Don’t bemoan them, for I have taken away
my peace from this people,” says the LORD,
“even loving kindness and tender mercies.
6 Both great and small will die in this land.
They will not be buried. Men won’t lament
for them, cut themselves, or make them-
selves bald for them. 7 Men won’t break
bread for them in mourning, to comfort
them for the dead. Menwon’t give them the
cup of consolation to drink for their father
or for their mother.

8 “You shall not go into the house of feast-
ing to sit with them, to eat and to drink.”
9 For the LORD of Armies, the God of Israel
says: “Behold, I will cause to cease out of
this place, before your eyes and in your
days, the voice of mirth and the voice of
gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and
the voice of the bride. 10 It will happen,
when you tell this people all these words,
and they ask you, ‘Why has the LORD pro-
nounced all this great evil against us?’ or
‘What is our iniquity?’ or ‘What is our sin
that we have committed against the LORD
our God?’ 11 then you shall tell them, ‘Be-
cause your fathers have forsaken me,’ says
the LORD, ‘and have walked after other
gods, have served them, have worshiped
them, have forsakenme, and have not kept
my law. 12 You have done evil more than
your fathers, for behold, you each walk
after the stubbornness of his evil heart, so
that you don’t listen to me. 13 Therefore I
will cast you out of this land into the land
that you have not known, neither you nor
your fathers. There you will serve other
gods day and night, for I will show you no
favor.’

14 “Therefore behold, the days come,”
says the LORD, “that it will nomore be said,
‘As the LORD lives, who brought up the
children of Israel out of the land of Egypt;’
15 but, ‘As the LORD lives, who brought up
the children of Israel from the land of the
north, and from all the countries where he
had driven them.’ I will bring them again
into their land that I gave to their fathers.

16 “Behold, I will send for many fisher-
men,” says the LORD, “and they will fish
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them up. Afterward I will send for many
hunters, and they will hunt them from ev-
ery mountain, from every hill, and out of
the clefts of the rocks. 17 For my eyes are
on all their ways. They are not hidden from
my face. Their iniquity isn’t concealed from
my eyes. 18 First I will recompense their
iniquity and their sin double, because they
have pollutedmy landwith the carcasses of
their detestable things, and have filled my
inheritance with their abominations.”
19LORD, my strength, my stronghold,

andmy refuge in the day of affliction,
the nations will come to you from the ends

of the earth,
and will say,

“Our fathers have inherited nothing but
lies,

vanity and things in which there is no
profit.

20 Should amanmake to himself gods
which yet are no gods?”

21 “Therefore behold, I will cause them to
know,

this once I will cause them to knowmy
hand andmymight.

Then they will know that my name is
the LORD.”

17
1 “The sin of Judah is written with a pen of

iron,
and with the point of a diamond.

It is engraved on the tablet of their heart,
and on the horns of your altars.

2Even their children remember their altars
and their Asherah poles by the green
trees on the high hills.

3Mymountain in the field,
I will give your substance and all your
treasures for a plunder,

and your high places, because of sin,
throughout all your borders.

4 You, even of yourself, will discontinue
from your heritage that I gave you.

I will cause you to serve your enemies
in the land which you don’t know,

for you have kindled a fire inmy anger
which will burn forever.”

5The LORD says:
“Cursed is themanwho trusts in man,

relies on strength of flesh,
and whose heart departs from the
LORD.

6For he will be like a bush in the desert,
and will not see when good comes,

but will inhabit the parched places in the
wilderness,

an uninhabited salt land.

7 “Blessed is the man who trusts in the
LORD,

and whose confidence is in the LORD.
8 For he will be as a tree planted by the

waters,
who spreads out its roots by the river,

and will not fear when heat comes,
but its leaf will be green,

and will not be concerned in the year of
drought.

It won’t cease from yielding fruit.
9The heart is deceitful above all things

and it is exceedingly corrupt.
Who can know it?

10 “I, the LORD, search themind.
I try the heart,

even to give every man according to his
ways,

according to the fruit of his doings.”
11 As the partridge that sits on eggs which

she has not laid,
so is he who gets riches, and not by
right.

In the middle of his days, they will leave
him.

At his end, he will be a fool.
12 A glorious throne, set on high from the

beginning,
is the place of our sanctuary.

13LORD, the hope of Israel,
all who forsake you will be disap-
pointed.

Those who depart from me will be written
in the earth,

because they have forsaken the LORD,
the spring of living waters.

14Heal me, O LORD, and I will be healed.
Saveme, and I will be saved;
for you aremy praise.

15Behold, they askme,
“Where is the LORD’s word?
Let it be fulfilled now.”

16As for me, I have not hurried from being
a shepherd after you.

I haven’t desired the woeful day. You
know.

That which came out of my lips was
before your face.

17Don’t be a terror to me.
You aremy refuge in the day of evil.

18 Let them be disappointed who persecute
me,

but don’t let me be disappointed.
Let them be dismayed,

but don’t let me be dismayed.
Bring on them the day of evil,

and destroy themwith double destruc-
tion.

19 The LORD said this to me: “Go and
stand in the gate of the children of the
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people, through which the kings of Judah
come in and by which they go out, and in
all the gates of Jerusalem. 20 Tell them,
‘Hear the LORD’s word, you kings of Ju-
dah, all Judah, and all the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, that enter in by these gates:
21 The LORD says, “Be careful, and bear
no burden on the Sabbath day, nor bring
it in by the gates of Jerusalem. 22 Don’t
carry a burden out of your houses on the
Sabbath day. Don’t do any work, but make
the Sabbath day holy, as I commanded your
fathers. 23 But they didn’t listen. They
didn’t turn their ear, but made their neck
stiff, that they might not hear, and might
not receive instruction. 24 It will happen,
if you diligently listen to me,” says the
LORD, “to bring in no burden through the
gates of this city on the Sabbath day, but to
make the Sabbath day holy, to do no work
therein; 25 then there will enter in by the
gates of this city kings and princes sitting
on David’s throne, riding in chariots and
on horses, they and their princes, the men
of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem;
and this city will remain forever. 26 They
will come from the cities of Judah, and from
the places around Jerusalem, from the land
of Benjamin, from the lowland, from the
hill country, and from the South, bringing
burnt offerings, sacrifices, meal offerings,
and frankincense, and bringing sacrifices
of thanksgiving to the LORD’s house. 27But
if you will not listen to me to make the
Sabbath day holy, and not to bear a burden
and enter in at the gates of Jerusalem on
the Sabbath day, then I will kindle a fire in
its gates, and it will devour the palaces of
Jerusalem. It will not be quenched.” ’ ”

18
1Thewordwhich came to Jeremiah from

the LORD, saying, 2 “Arise, and go down to
the potter’s house, and there I will cause
you to hear mywords.”

3Then I went down to the potter’s house,
and behold, he was making something on
the wheels. 4When the vessel that he made
of the clay was marred in the hand of the
potter, he made it again another vessel, as
seemed good to the potter to make it.

5 Then the LORD’s word came to me, say-
ing, 6 “House of Israel, can’t I do with you
as this potter?” says the LORD. “Behold, as
the clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in
my hand, house of Israel. 7 At the instant I
speak concerning a nation, and concerning
a kingdom, to pluck up and to break down
and to destroy it, 8 if that nation, concerning
which I have spoken, turns from their evil, I
will repent of the evil that I thought to do to
them. 9At the instant I speak concerning a

nation, and concerning a kingdom, to build
and to plant it, 10 if they do that which is
evil inmysight, that theynot obeymyvoice,
then I will repent of the good with which I
said I would benefit them.

11 “Now therefore, speak to the men of
Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem,
saying, ‘The LORD says: “Behold, I frame
evil against you, and devise a plan against
you. Everyone return from his evil way
now, and amend your ways and your do-
ings.” ’ 12 But they say, ‘It is in vain; for
we will walk after our own plans, and we
will each follow the stubbornness of his evil
heart.’ ”

13Therefore the LORD says:
“Ask now among the nations,

‘Who has heard such things?’
The virgin of Israel has done a very
horrible thing.

14 Will the snow of Lebanon fail from the
rock of the field?

Will the cold waters that flow down
from afar be dried up?

15Formy people have forgottenme.
Theyhaveburned incense to false gods.

They have been made to stumble in their
ways

in the ancient paths,
towalk inbyways, in awaynotbuilt up,

16 to make their land an astonishment,
and a perpetual hissing.

Everyone who passes by it will be aston-
ished,

and shake his head.
17 I will scatter them as with an east wind

before the enemy.
I will show them the back, and not the
face,

in the day of their calamity.
18 Then they said, “Come! Let’s devise

plans against Jeremiah; for the law won’t
perish from thepriest, nor counsel from the
wise, nor theword from theprophet. Come,
and let’s strike him with the tongue, and
let’s not give heed to any of his words.”
19Give heed to me, LORD,

and listen to the voice of those who
contend withme.

20 Should evil be recompensed for good?
For they have dug a pit for my soul.

Remember how I stood before you to speak
good for them,

to turn away your wrath from them.
21Therefore deliver up their children to the

famine,
and give them over to the power of the
sword.

Let their wives become childless and wid-
ows.

Let their men be killed
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and their young men struck by the
sword in battle.

22Let a cry be heard from their houses
when you bring a troop suddenly on
them;

for they have dug a pit to takeme
and hidden snares for my feet.

23 Yet, LORD, you know all their counsel
against me to kill me.

Don’t forgive their iniquity.
Don’t blot out their sin from your sight,

Let them be overthrown before you.
Deal with them in the time of your
anger.

19
1 Thus said the LORD, “Go, and buy a

potter’s earthen container, and take some
of the elders of the people and of the elders
of the priests; 2 and go out to the valley of
the son of Hinnom, which is by the entry
of the gate Harsith, and proclaim there the
words that I will tell you. 3 Say, ‘Hear the
LORD’s word, kings of Judah and inhabi-
tants of Jerusalem: The LORD of Armies,
the God of Israel says, “Behold, I will bring
evil on this place, which whoever hears,
his ears will tingle. 4 Because they have
forsaken me, and have defiled this place,
and have burned incense in it to other gods
that they didn’t know—they, their fathers,
and the kings of Judah—and have filled this
place with the blood of innocents, 5 and
have built the high places of Baal to burn
their children in the fire for burnt offer-
ings to Baal, which I didn’t command, nor
speak, which didn’t even enter into my
mind. 6 Therefore, behold, the days come,”
says the LORD, “that this placewill nomore
be called ‘Topheth’, nor ‘The Valley of the
son of Hinnom’, but ‘The valley of Slaugh-
ter’.

7 “ ‘ “I will make the counsel of Judah and
Jerusalem void in this place. I will cause
them to fall by the sword before their en-
emies, and by the hand of those who seek
their life. I will give their dead bodies to
be food for the birds of the sky and for the
animals of the earth. 8 I will make this city
an astonishment and a hissing. Everyone
who passes by it will be astonished and hiss
because of all its plagues. 9 Iwill cause them
to eat the flesh of their sons and the flesh of
their daughters. Theywill each eat theflesh
of his friend in the siege and in the distress
with which their enemies, and those who
seek their life, will distress them.” ’

10 “Then you shall break the container
in the sight of the men who go with you,
11 and shall tell them, ‘The LORD of Armies

says: “Even so I will break this people and
this city as one breaks a potter’s vessel,
that can’t be made whole again. They will
bury in Topheth until there is no place to
bury. 12 This is what I will do to this place,”
says the LORD, “and to its inhabitants, even
making this city as Topheth. 13 The houses
of Jerusalem and the houses of the kings of
Judah,whicharedefiled,will beas theplace
of Topheth, even all the houses on whose
roofs they have burned incense to all the
army of the sky and have poured out drink
offerings to other gods.” ’ ”

14 Then Jeremiah came from Topheth,
where the LORD had sent him to prophesy,
and he stood in the court of the LORD’s
house, and said to all the people: 15 “The
LORD of Armies, the God of Israel says,
‘Behold, I will bring on this city and on
all its towns all the evil that I have pro-
nouncedagainst it, because theyhavemade
their neck stiff, that they may not hear my
words.’ ”

20
1 Now Pashhur, the son of Immer the

priest, who was chief officer in the LORD’s
house, heard Jeremiah prophesying these
things. 2 Then Pashhur struck Jeremiah
the prophet and put him in the stocks that
were in the upper gate of Benjamin, which
was in the LORD’s house. 3 On the next
day, Pashhur released Jeremiah out of the
stocks. Then Jeremiah said to him, “The
LORD has not called your name Pashhur,
but Magormissabib.* 4 For the LORD says,
‘Behold, I will make you a terror to yourself
and to all your friends. They will fall by
the sword of their enemies, and your eyes
will see it. I will give all Judah into the
hand of the king of Babylon, and he will
carry them captive to Babylon, and will kill
themwith the sword. 5Moreover I will give
all the riches of this city, and all its gains,
and all its precious things, yes, I will give
all the treasures of the kings of Judah into
the hand of their enemies. They will make
themcaptives, take them, and carry them to
Babylon. 6 You, Pashhur, and all who dwell
in your house will go into captivity. You
will come toBabylon, and thereyouwill die,
and there you will be buried, you, and all
your friends, towhomyouhaveprophesied
falsely.’ ”
7 LORD, you have persuaded me, and I was

persuaded.
You are stronger than I, and have pre-
vailed.

I have become a laughingstock all day.
* 20:3 “Magormissabib” means “surrounded by terror”
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Everyonemocks me.
8For as often as I speak, I cry out;

I cry, “Violence and destruction!”
because the LORD’s word has been made a

reproach to me,
and a derision, all day.

9 If I say that Iwill notmakemention of him,
or speak anymore in his name,

then there is in my heart as it were a burn-
ing fire shut up inmy bones.

I amweary with holding it in.
I can’t.

10For I have heard the defaming of many:
“Terror on every side!
Denounce, andwewill denounce him!”

say all my familiar friends,
those whowatch for my fall.

“Perhaps he will be persuaded,
and wewill prevail against him,
and wewill take our revenge on him.”

11 But the LORD is with me as an awesome
mighty one.

Thereforemypersecutorswill stumble,
and they won’t prevail.

They will be utterly disappointed
because they have not dealt wisely,
even with an everlasting dishonor
which will never be forgotten.

12 But the LORD of Armies, who tests the
righteous,

who sees the heart and themind,
let me see your vengeance on them,

for I have revealedmy cause to you.
13 Sing to the LORD!

Praise the LORD,
for he has delivered the soul of the
needy from the hand of evildoers.

14Cursed is the day in which I was born.
Don’t let the day in which my mother
boreme be blessed.

15 Cursed is the man who brought news to
my father, saying,

“Aboy is born to you,”makinghimvery
glad.

16 Let that man be as the cities which the
LORD overthrew,

and didn’t repent.
Let him hear a cry in themorning,

and shouting at noontime,
17because he didn’t kill me from thewomb.

So my mother would have been my
grave,

and her womb always great.
18 Why did I come out of the womb to see

labor and sorrow,
that my days should be consumedwith
shame?

21
1Thewordwhich came to Jeremiah from

the LORD, when King Zedekiah sent to him

Pashhur the son of Malchijah, and Zepha-
niah the son of Maaseiah, the priest, say-
ing, 2 “Please inquire of the LORD for us;
forNebuchadnezzarkingofBabylonmakes
war against us. Perhaps the LORD will
deal with us according to all his wondrous
works, that hemaywithdraw from us.”

3 Then Jeremiah said to them, “Tell
Zedekiah: 4 ‘The LORD, the God of Israel
says, “Behold, I will turn back the weapons
of war that are in your hands, with which
you fight against the king of Babylon, and
against the Chaldeans who besiege you
outside the walls; and I will gather them
into the middle of this city. 5 I myself will
fight against youwith an outstretchedhand
and with a strong arm, even in anger, in
wrath, and in great indignation. 6 I will
strike the inhabitants of this city, both
man and animal. They will die of a great
pestilence. 7 Afterward,” says the LORD,
“I will deliver Zedekiah king of Judah, his
servants, and the people, even those who
are left in this city from the pestilence, from
the sword, and from the famine, into the
hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon,
and into the handof their enemies, and into
the hand of those who seek their life. He
will strike themwith the edge of the sword.
He will not spare them, have pity, or have
mercy.” ’

8 “You shall say to this people, ‘The LORD
says: “Behold, I set before you the way of
life and theway of death. 9Hewho remains
in this city will die by the sword, by the
famine, and by the pestilence, but he who
goes out and passes over to the Chaldeans
who besiege you, he will live, and he will
escapewith his life. 10For I have setmy face
on this city for evil, and not for good,” says
the LORD. “It will be given into the hand of
the king of Babylon, andhewill burn itwith
fire.” ’

11 “Concerning the house of the king of
Judah, hear the LORD’s word: 12 House of
David, the LORD says,
‘Execute justice in themorning,

and deliver him who is robbed out of
the hand of the oppressor,

lest mywrath go out like fire,
and burn so that no one can quench it,
because of the evil of your doings.

13Behold, I am against you, O inhabitant of
the valley,

and of the rock of the plain,’ says the
LORD.

‘You that say, “Who would come down
against us?”

or, “Whowould enter into our homes?”
14 I will punish you according to the fruit of

your doings,’ says the LORD;
‘and I will kindle a fire in her forest,
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and it will devour all that is around
her.’ ”

22
1 The LORD said, “Go down to the house

of the king of Judah, and speak this word
there: 2 ‘Hear the LORD’s word, king of Ju-
dah, who sits on David’s throne—you, your
servants, and your people who enter in by
these gates. 3 The LORD says: “Execute
justice and righteousness, and deliver him
who is robbed out of the hand of the op-
pressor. Do no wrong. Do no violence to
the foreigner, the fatherless, or the widow.
Don’t shed innocent blood in this place.
4 For if you do this thing indeed, then kings
sitting onDavid’s thronewill enter in by the
gates of this house, riding in chariots andon
horses—they, their servants, and their peo-
ple. 5But if you will not hear these words, I
swear by myself,” says the LORD, “that this
house will become a desolation.” ’ ”

6For the LORD says concerning the house
of the king of Judah:
“You are Gilead to me,

the head of Lebanon.
Yet surely I will make you a wilderness,

cities which are not inhabited.
7 I will prepare destroyers against you,

everyone with his weapons,
and they will cut down your choice cedars,

and cast them into the fire.
8 “Many nations will pass by this city, and

they will each ask his neighbor, ‘Why has
theLORDdone this to this great city?’ 9Then
they will answer, ‘Because they abandoned
the covenant of the LORD their God, wor-
shiped other gods, and served them.’ ”
10Don’t weep for the dead.

Don’t bemoan him;
but weep bitterly for himwho goes away,

for he will return nomore,
and not see his native country.

11 For the LORD says touching Shallum the
son of Josiah, king of Judah, who reigned
instead of Josiah his father, and who went
out of this place: “Hewon’t return there any
more. 12 But he will die in the place where
they have led him captive. He will see this
land nomore.”
13 “Woe to him who builds his house by

unrighteousness,
and his rooms by injustice;

who uses his neighbor’s service without
wages,

and doesn’t give him his hire;
14whosays, ‘Iwill buildmyself awidehouse

and spacious rooms,’
and cuts out windows for himself,

with a cedar ceiling,
and painted with red.

15 “Should you reign because you strive to
excel in cedar?

Didn’t your father eat and drink,
and do justice and righteousness?
Then it was well with him.

16 He judged the cause of the poor and
needy;

so then it was well.
Wasn’t this to knowme?”

says the LORD.
17But your eyes and your heart are only for

your covetousness,
for shedding innocent blood,
foroppression, and fordoingviolence.”

18 Therefore the LORD says concerning Je-
hoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah:
“They won’t lament for him,

saying, ‘Ahmy brother!’ or, ‘Ah sister!’
They won’t lament for him,

saying ‘Ah lord!’ or, ‘Ah his glory!’
19 He will be buried with the burial of a

donkey,
drawn and cast out beyond the gates of
Jerusalem.”

20 “Go up to Lebanon, and cry out.
Lift up your voice in Bashan,

and cry from Abarim;
for all your lovershavebeendestroyed.

21 I spoke to you in your prosperity,
but you said, ‘I will not listen.’

This has been your way from your youth,
that you didn’t obeymy voice.

22The wind will feed all your shepherds,
and your lovers will go into captivity.

Surely then you will be ashamed
and confounded for all your wicked-
ness.

23 Inhabitant of Lebanon,
whomakes your nest in the cedars,

how greatly to be pitied you will be when
pangs come on you,

the pain as of a woman in travail!
24 “As I live,” says the LORD, “though Co-

niah the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah
were the signet on my right hand, I would
still pluck you from there. 25 I would give
you into the hand of those who seek your
life, and into the hand of them of whom
you are afraid, even into the hand of Neb-
uchadnezzar king of Babylon, and into the
hand of the Chaldeans. 26 I will cast you
out with your mother who bore you into
another country, where youwere not born;
and there you will die. 27But to the land to
which their soul longs to return, there they
will not return.”
28 Is this man Coniah a despised broken

vessel?
Is he a vessel in which no one delights?

Why are they cast out, he and his offspring,
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and cast into a land which they don’t
know?

29O earth, earth, earth,
hear the LORD’s word!

30The LORD says,
“Record this man as childless,
amanwhowill not prosper in his days;

for no more will a man of his offspring
prosper,

sitting on David’s throne
and ruling in Judah.”

23
1 “Woe to the shepherds who destroy and

scatter the sheep of my pasture!” says the
LORD. 2 Therefore the LORD, the God of
Israel, says against the shepherds who feed
my people: “You have scattered my flock,
driven them away, and have not visited
them. Behold, I will visit on you the evil
of your doings,” says the LORD. 3 “I will
gather the remnant of my flock out of all
the countries where I have driven them,
and will bring them again to their folds;
and they will be fruitful and multiply. 4 I
will set up shepherds over them who will
feed them. They will no longer be afraid or
dismayed, neitherwill any be lacking,” says
the LORD.
5 “Behold, the days come,” says the LORD,

“that I will raise to David a righteous
Branch;

and he will reign as king and deal wisely,
and will execute justice and righteous-
ness in the land.

6 In his days Judah will be saved,
and Israel will dwell safely.

This is his name by which he will be called:
The LORD our righteousness.

7 “Therefore, behold, the days come,” says
the LORD, “that they will no more say, ‘As
the LORD lives, who brought up the chil-
dren of Israel out of the land of Egypt;’ 8but,
‘As the LORD lives, who brought up and
who led the offspring of the house of Israel
out of the north country, and from all the
countries where I had driven them.’ Then
they will dwell in their own land.”

9Concerning the prophets:
My heart withinme is broken.

All my bones shake.
I am like a drunkenman,

and like a man whom wine has over-
come,

because of the LORD,
and because of his holy words.

10 “For the land is full of adulterers;
for because of the curse the land
mourns.

The pastures of the wilderness have dried
up.

Their course is evil,

and their might is not right;
11 for both prophet and priest are profane.

Yes, in my house I have found their
wickedness,” says the LORD.

12 Therefore their way will be to them as
slippery places in the darkness.

They will be driven on,
and fall therein;

for I will bring evil on them,
even the year of their visitation,” says
the LORD.

13 “I have seen folly in the prophets of
Samaria.

They prophesied by Baal,
and causedmy people Israel to err.

14 In the prophets of Jerusalem I have also
seen a horrible thing:

they commit adultery and walk in lies.
They strengthen the hands of evildoers,

so that no one returns fromhiswicked-
ness.

They have all become tome as Sodom,
and its inhabitants as Gomorrah.”

15Therefore theLORDofArmies says con-
cerning the prophets:
“Behold, I will feed themwith wormwood,

andmake them drink poisoned water;
for from the prophets of Jerusalem un-
godliness has gone out into all the
land.”

16The LORD of Armies says,
“Don’t listen to the words of the prophets

who prophesy to you.
They teach you vanity.
They speak a vision of their own heart,
and not out of themouth of the LORD.

17They say continually to thosewhodespise
me,

‘The LORD has said, “You will have
peace;” ’

and to everyonewhowalks in the stubborn-
ness of his own heart they say,

‘No evil will come on you.’
18 For who has stood in the council of the

LORD,
that he should perceive and hear his
word?

Who has listened to my word, and
heard it?

19Behold, the LORD’s storm, his wrath, has
gone out.

Yes, a whirling storm!
It will burst on the head of the wicked.

20The LORD’s anger will not return until he
has executed

and performed the intents of his heart.
In the latter days, you will understand
it perfectly.

21 I didn’t send these prophets, yet they ran.
I didn’t speak to them, yet they prophe-
sied.
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22But if they had stood inmy council,
then they would have caused my peo-
ple to hear mywords,

andwouldhave turned themfromtheir evil
way,

and from the evil of their doings.

23 “Am I a God at hand,” says the LORD,
“and not a God afar off?

24Can anyone hide himself in secret places
so that I can’t see him?” says the LORD.
“Don’t I fill heaven and earth?” says the
LORD.

25 “I have heard what the prophets have
said,whoprophesy lies inmyname, saying,
‘I had a dream! I had a dream!’ 26 How
longwill this be in the heart of the prophets
who prophesy lies, even the prophets of the
deceit of their own heart? 27They intend to
causemy people to forgetmy name by their
dreams which they each tell his neighbor,
as their fathers forgot my name because of
Baal. 28 The prophet who has a dream, let
him tell a dream; and he who hasmyword,
let him speak my word faithfully. What is
the straw to the wheat?” says the LORD.
29 “Isn’t my word like fire?” says the LORD;
“and like a hammer that breaks the rock in
pieces?

30 “Therefore behold, I am against the
prophets,” says the LORD, “who each steal
my words from his neighbor. 31 Behold, I
am against the prophets,” says the LORD,
“who use their tongues, and say, ‘He says.’
32Behold, I am against those who prophesy
lying dreams,” says the LORD, “who tell
them, and cause my people to err by their
lies, and by their vain boasting; yet I didn’t
send them or command them. They don’t
profit this people at all,” says the LORD.

33 “When this people, or the prophet, or a
priest, asks you, saying, ‘What is the mes-
sage from the LORD?’ Then you shall tell
them, ‘ “What message? I will cast you
off,” says the LORD.’ 34 As for the prophet,
the priest, and the people, who say, ‘The
message from the LORD,’ I will even punish
that man and his household. 35 You will
say everyone to his neighbor, and every-
one to his brother, ‘What has the LORD
answered?’ and, ‘What has the LORD said?’
36 You will mention the message from the
LORD no more, for every man’s own word
has become his message; for you have per-
verted the words of the living God, of the
LORD of Armies, our God. 37You will say to
the prophet, ‘What has the LORD answered
you?’ and, ‘What has the LORD spoken?’
38Although you say, ‘The message from the
LORD,’ therefore the LORD says: ‘Because
you say this word, “The message from the
LORD,” and I have sent to you, telling you

not to say, “The message from the LORD,”
39 therefore behold, Iwill utterly forget you,
and I will cast you off with the city that I
gave to you and to your fathers, away from
my presence. 40 I will bring an everlasting
reproach on you, and a perpetual shame,
which will not be forgotten.’ ”

24
1 The LORD showed me, and behold,

two baskets of figs were set before the
LORD’s temple, after Nebuchadnezzar king
of Babylon had carried away captive Jeco-
niah the son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah,
and the princes of Judah, with the crafts-
men and smiths, from Jerusalem, and had
brought them to Babylon. 2One basket had
very good figs, like the figs that are first-
ripe; and the other basket had very badfigs,
which could not be eaten, theywere so bad.

3Then the LORD askedme, “What do you
see, Jeremiah?”
I said, “Figs. The good figs are very good,

and the bad are very bad, so bad that they
can’t be eaten.”

4 The LORD’s word came to me, saying,
5 “The LORD, the God of Israel says: ‘Like
these good figs, so I will regard the captives
of Judah, whom I have sent out of this place
into the landof theChaldeans, as good. 6For
I will set my eyes on them for good, and I
will bring them again to this land. I will
build them, and not pull them down. I will
plant them, and not pluck them up. 7 I will
give them a heart to knowme, that I am the
LORD. They will be my people, and I will be
their God; for they will return to me with
their whole heart.

8 “ ‘As the bad figs, which can’t be eaten,
they are so bad,’ surely the LORD says, ‘So I
will give up Zedekiah the king of Judah, and
his princes, and the remnant of Jerusalem
who remain in this land, and those who
dwell in the land of Egypt. 9 I will even give
them up to be tossed back and forth among
all the kingdoms of the earth for evil, to be
a reproach and a proverb, a taunt and a
curse, in all places where I will drive them.
10 I will send the sword, the famine, and
the pestilence among them, until they are
consumed from off the land that I gave to
them and to their fathers.’ ”

25
1 The word that came to Jeremiah con-

cerningall thepeopleof Judah, in the fourth
year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of
Judah (this was the first year of Nebuchad-
nezzar king of Babylon), 2which Jeremiah
the prophet spoke to all the people of Ju-
dah, and to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem:
3From the thirteenth year of Josiah the son
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of Amon, king of Judah, even to this day,
these twenty-three years, the LORD’s word
has come to me, and I have spoken to you,
rising up early and speaking; but you have
not listened.

4TheLORDhas sent to youall his servants
the prophets, rising up early and sending
them (but you have not listened or inclined
your ear to hear), 5 saying, “Return now
everyone from his evil way, and from the
evil of your doings, and dwell in the land
that the LORD has given to you and to your
fathers, from of old and even forevermore.
6 Don’t go after other gods to serve them
or worship them, and don’t provoke me to
anger with the work of your hands; then I
will do you no harm.”

7 “Yet you have not listened to me,” says
the LORD, “that you may provoke me to
anger with the work of your hands to your
own hurt.”

8 Therefore the LORD of Armies says:
“Because you have not heard my words,
9behold, Iwill send and take all the families
of the north,” says the LORD, “and I will
send to Nebuchadnezzar the king of Baby-
lon,myservant, andwill bring themagainst
this land, and against its inhabitants, and
against all these nations around. I will
utterly destroy them, and make them an
astonishment, and a hissing, and perpetual
desolations. 10 Moreover I will take from
them the voice of mirth and the voice of
gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and
the voice of the bride, the sound of the
millstones, and the light of the lamp. 11This
whole land will be a desolation, and an
astonishment; and these nations will serve
the king of Babylon seventy years.

12“Itwill happen,when seventy years are
accomplished, that I will punish the king of
Babylon and that nation,” says the LORD,
“for their iniquity. I will make the land
of the Chaldeans desolate forever. 13 I will
bring on that land all my words which I
have pronounced against it, even all that
is written in this book, which Jeremiah has
prophesied against all the nations. 14 For
many nations and great kings will make
bondservants of them, even of them. I will
recompense them according to their deeds,
and according to the work of their hands.”

15 For the LORD, the God of Israel, says
to me: “Take this cup of the wine of wrath
from my hand, and cause all the nations
to whom I send you to drink it. 16 They
will drink, and reel back and forth, and be
insane, becauseof the sword that Iwill send
among them.”

17Then I took the cup at the LORD’s hand,
andmade all the nations to drink, to whom
the LORD had sent me: 18 Jerusalem, and

the cities of Judah, with its kings and its
princes, to make them a desolation, an as-
tonishment, a hissing, and a curse, as it is
today; 19 Pharaoh king of Egypt, with his
servants, his princes, and all his people;
20 and all the mixed people, and all the
kings of the land of Uz, all the kings of the
Philistines, Ashkelon, Gaza, Ekron, and the
remnant ofAshdod; 21Edom,Moab, and the
children of Ammon; 22 and all the kings of
Tyre, all the kings of Sidon, and the kings of
the isle which is beyond the sea; 23 Dedan,
Tema, Buz, and all who have the corners
of their beard cut off; 24 and all the kings
of Arabia, all the kings of the mixed people
who dwell in the wilderness; 25 and all the
kings of Zimri, all the kings of Elam, and all
thekingsof theMedes; 26andall thekingsof
the north, far and near, one with another;
and all the kingdoms of the world, which
are on the surface of the earth. The king of
Sheshach will drink after them.

27 “You shall tell them, ‘The LORD of
Armies, the God of Israel says: “Drink, and
be drunk, vomit, fall, and rise no more, be-
cause of the swordwhich Iwill send among
you.” ’ 28 It shall be, if they refuse to take the
cupat yourhand todrink, thenyoushall tell
them, ‘The LORD of Armies says: “You shall
surely drink. 29For, behold, I begin to work
evil at the city which is called by my name;
and should youbeutterly unpunished? You
will not be unpunished; for I will call for
a sword on all the inhabitants of the earth,
says the LORD of Armies.” ’

30 “Therefore prophesy against them all
these words, and tell them,
“ ‘The LORDwill roar from on high,

and utter his voice from his holy habi-
tation.

He will mightily roar against his fold.
He will give a shout, as those who tread

grapes,
against all the inhabitants of the earth.

31 A noise will come even to the end of the
earth;

for the LORD has a controversy with
the nations.

He will enter into judgment with all flesh.
As for the wicked, he will give them to
the sword,” ’ says the LORD.”

32The LORD of Armies says,
“Behold, evil will go out from nation to

nation,
andagreat stormwillberaisedup from
the uttermost parts of the earth.”

33 The slain of the LORD will be at that day
from one end of the earth even to the other
end of the earth. They won’t be lamented.
Theywon’t be gatheredorburied. Theywill
be dung on the surface of the ground.
34Wail, you shepherds, and cry.



Jeremiah 25:35 601 Jeremiah 27:1

Wallow in dust, you leader of the flock;
for the days of your slaughter and of your

dispersions have fully come,
and youwill fall like fine pottery.

35The shepherds will have no way to flee.
The leader of the flock will have no
escape.

36A voice of the cry of the shepherds,
and the wailing of the leader of the
flock,

for the LORD destroys their pasture.
37The peaceful folds are brought to silence

becauseof thefierceangerof theLORD.
38He has left his covert, as the lion;

for their land has become an astonish-
ment because of the fierceness of the
oppression,

and because of his fierce anger.

26
1 In the beginning of the reign of Je-

hoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah,
thiswordcame fromtheLORD: 2“TheLORD
says: ‘Stand in the court of the LORD’s
house, and speak to all the cities of Ju-
dah which come to worship in the LORD’s
house, all the words that I command you
to speak to them. Don’t omit a word. 3 It
may be theywill listen, and everyman turn
fromhis evilway, that Imay relent from the
evil which I intend to do to them because
of the evil of their doings.’ ” 4 You shall tell
them, “The LORD says: ‘If youwill not listen
to me, to walk in my law which I have set
before you, 5 to listen to the words of my
servants the prophets whom I send to you,
even rising up early and sending them—but
you have not listened— 6 then I will make
this house like Shiloh, and will make this
city a curse to all the nations of the earth.’ ”

7 The priests and the prophets and
all the people heard Jeremiah speaking
these words in the LORD’s house. 8 When
Jeremiah had finished speaking all that the
LORD had commanded him to speak to all
the people, the priests and the prophets and
all the people seized him, saying, “You shall
surely die! 9Why have you prophesied in
the LORD’s name, saying, ‘This house will
be like Shiloh, and this city will be desolate,
without inhabitant’?” All the people were
crowded around Jeremiah in the LORD’s
house.

10When the princes of Judah heard these
things, they came up from the king’s house
to the LORD’s house; and they sat in the
entry of the new gate of the LORD’s house.
11 Then the priests and the prophets spoke
to the princes and to all the people, saying,
“This man is worthy of death, for he has
prophesied against this city, as you have
heard with your ears.”

12 Then Jeremiah spoke to all the princes
and to all the people, saying, “The LORD
sent me to prophesy against this house and
against this city all the words that you have
heard. 13Now therefore amend your ways
and your doings, and obey the LORD your
God’s voice; then the LORDwill relent from
theevil thathehaspronouncedagainst you.
14But as for me, behold, I am in your hand.
Do with me what is good and right in your
eyes. 15 Only know for certain that if you
put me to death, you will bring innocent
blood on yourselves, on this city, and on its
inhabitants; for in truth the LORD has sent
me to you to speak all these words in your
ears.”

16Then theprinces andall the people said
to the priests and to the prophets: “This
man is not worthy of death; for he has
spoken to us in the name of the LORD our
God.”

17 Then certain of the elders of the land
rose up, and spoke to all the assembly of
the people, saying, 18 “Micah theMorashtite
prophesied in the days of Hezekiah king of
Judah; and he spoke to all the people of
Judah, saying, ‘The LORD of Armies says:
“ ‘Zion will be plowed as a field,

and Jerusalemwill become heaps,
and the mountain of the house as the
high places of a forest.’

19Did Hezekiah king of Judah and all Judah
put him to death? Didn’t he fear the LORD,
and entreat the favor of the LORD, and the
LORD relented of the disaster which he had
pronounced against them? We would com-
mit great evil against our own souls that
way!”

20 There was also a man who prophesied
in the LORD’s name, Uriah the son of She-
maiah of Kiriath Jearim; and he prophe-
sied against this city and against this land
according to all the words of Jeremiah.
21 When Jehoiakim the king, with all his
mighty men and all the princes heard his
words, the king sought to put him to death;
but when Uriah heard it, he was afraid,
and fled, and went into Egypt. 22 Then
Jehoiakim the king sent Elnathan the son
of Achbor and certain men with him into
Egypt. 23 They fetched Uriah out of Egypt
andbroughthimto Jehoiakimtheking,who
killed himwith the sword and cast his dead
body into the graves of the commonpeople.

24 But the hand of Ahikam the son of
Shaphan was with Jeremiah, so that they
didn’t give him into the hand of the people
to put him to death.

27
1 In the beginning of the reign of Je-

hoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah,
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thisword came to Jeremiah from the LORD,
saying, 2 the LORD says tome: “Make bonds
andbars, andput themonyourneck. 3Then
send themto thekingofEdom, to thekingof
Moab, to thekingof the childrenofAmmon,
to the king of Tyre, and to the king of Sidon,
by the hand of themessengerswho come to
Jerusalem to Zedekiah king of Judah. 4Give
them a command to their masters, saying,
‘The LORD of Armies, the God of Israel says,
“You shall tell your masters: 5 ‘I have made
the earth, the men, and the animals that
are on the surface of the earth by my great
power and by my outstretched arm. I give
it to whom it seems right to me. 6 Now I
have given all these lands into the hand of
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, my
servant. I have also given the animals of the
field to him to serve him. 7 All the nations
will serve him, his son, and his son’s son,
until the time of his own land comes. Then
many nations and great kings will make
him their bondservant.

8 “ ‘ “ ‘It will happen that I will punish
the nation and the kingdom which will not
serve the same Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon, and that will not put their neck
under the yoke of the king of Babylon,’ says
the LORD, ‘with the sword, with famine,
and with pestilence, until I have consumed
them by his hand. 9 But as for you, don’t
listen to your prophets, to your diviners,
to your dreams, to your soothsayers, or to
your sorcerers, who speak to you, saying,
“You shall not serve the king of Babylon;”
10 for they prophesy a lie to you, to remove
you far from your land, so that I would
drive you out, and you would perish. 11But
the nation that brings their neck under the
yoke of the king of Babylon and serves him,
that nation I will let remain in their own
land,’ says theLORD; ‘and theywill till it and
dwell in it.’ ” ’ ”

12 I spoke to Zedekiah king of Judah ac-
cording to all these words, saying, “Bring
your necks under the yoke of the king of
Babylon, and serve him and his people, and
live. 13 Why will you die, you and your
people, by the sword, by the famine, and by
the pestilence, as the LORD has spoken con-
cerning the nation that will not serve the
king of Babylon? 14Don’t listen to thewords
of the prophets who speak to you, saying,
‘You shall not serve the king of Babylon;’ for
they prophesy a lie to you. 15 For I have
not sent them,” says the LORD, “but they
prophesy falsely in my name; that I may
drive youout, and that youmayperish, you,
and the prophets who prophesy to you.”

16Also I spoke to the priests and to all this
people, saying, the LORD says, “Don’t listen

to the words of your prophets who proph-
esy to you, saying, ‘Behold, the vessels of the
LORD’s house will now shortly be brought
again from Babylon;’ for they prophesy a
lie to you. 17 Don’t listen to them. Serve
the king of Babylon, and live. Why should
this city become a desolation? 18But if they
areprophets, and if theLORD’sword iswith
them, let them now make intercession to
the LORD of Armies, that the vessels which
are left in the LORD’s house, in the house of
the king of Judah, andat Jerusalem, don’t go
to Babylon. 19 For the LORD of Armies says
concerning the pillars, concerning the sea,
concerning the bases, and concerning the
rest of the vessels that are left in this city,
20which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
didn’t take when he carried away captive
Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim, king of Ju-
dah, from Jerusalem to Babylon, and all
the nobles of Judah and Jerusalem— 21 yes,
the LORD of Armies, the God of Israel, says
concerning the vessels that are left in the
LORD’s house, and in the house of the king
of Judah, and at Jerusalem: 22 ‘They will
be carried to Babylon, and there they will
be, until the day that I visit them,’ says
the LORD; ‘then I will bring them up, and
restore them to this place.’ ”

28
1 That same year, in the beginning of

the reign of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the
fourth year, in the fifth month, Hananiah
the son of Azzur, the prophet, who was of
Gibeon, spoke to me in the LORD’s house,
in the presence of the priests and of all the
people, saying, 2 “The LORD of Armies, the
God of Israel, says, ‘I have broken the yoke
of the king of Babylon. 3 Within two full
years I will bring again into this place all
the vessels of the LORD’s house that Neb-
uchadnezzar king of Babylon took away
from this place and carried to Babylon. 4 I
will bring again to this place Jeconiah the
son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, with all the
captives of Judah, who went to Babylon,’
says the LORD; ‘for I will break the yoke of
the king of Babylon.’ ”

5 Then the prophet Jeremiah said to the
prophet Hananiah in the presence of the
priests, and in the presence of all the people
who stood in the LORD’s house, 6 even the
prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! May the
LORD do so. May the LORD perform your
wordswhich you have prophesied, to bring
again the vessels of the LORD’s house, and
all those who are captives, from Babylon
to this place. 7 Nevertheless listen now to
this word that I speak in your ears, and in
the ears of all the people: 8 The prophets
who have been before me and before you
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of old prophesied against many countries,
and against great kingdoms, of war, of evil,
and of pestilence. 9As for the prophet who
prophesies of peace, when the word of the
prophet happens, then the prophet will be
known, that the LORD has truly sent him.”

10 Then Hananiah the prophet took the
bar from off the prophet Jeremiah’s neck,
and broke it. 11 Hananiah spoke in the
presence of all the people, saying, “The
LORD says: ‘Even so I will break the yoke of
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon from off
the neck of all the nations within two full
years.’ ” Then the prophet Jeremiah went
his way.

12 Then the LORD’s word came to
Jeremiah, after Hananiah the prophet had
broken the bar from off the neck of the
prophet Jeremiah, saying, 13 “Go, and tell
Hananiah, saying, ‘The LORD says, “You
have broken the bars of wood, but you
have made in their place bars of iron.”
14For the LORD of Armies, the God of Israel
says, “I have put a yoke of iron on the neck
of all these nations, that they may serve
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon; and they
will serve him. I have also given him the
animals of the field.” ’ ”

15 Then the prophet Jeremiah said to
Hananiah the prophet, “Listen, Hananiah!
The LORD has not sent you, but you make
this people trust in a lie. 16 Therefore the
LORD says, ‘Behold, I will send you away
from off the surface of the earth. This year
you will die, because you have spoken re-
bellion against the LORD.’ ”

17SoHananiah the prophet died the same
year in the seventhmonth.

29
1 Now these are the words of the let-

ter that Jeremiah the prophet sent from
Jerusalem to the residue of the elders of
the captivity, and to the priests, to the
prophets, and to all the people whom
Nebuchadnezzar had carried away captive
fromJerusalemtoBabylon, 2 (after Jeconiah
the king, the queen mother, the eunuchs,
the princes of Judah and Jerusalem, the
craftsmen, and the smiths had departed
from Jerusalem), 3 by the hand of Elasah
the son of Shaphan and Gemariah the son
of Hilkiah, (whom Zedekiah king of Judah
sent to Babylon to Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon). It said:

4 The LORD of Armies, the God of Is-
rael, says to all the captives whom I have
caused to be carried away captive from
Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 “Build houses
and dwell in them. Plant gardens and eat
their fruit. 6 Take wives and father sons
and daughters. Take wives for your sons,

and give your daughters to husbands,
that they may bear sons and daughters.
Multiply there, and don’t be diminished.
7 Seek the peace of the city where I have
caused you to be carried away captive,
andpray to theLORDfor it; for in itspeace
you will have peace.” 8 For the LORD of
Armies, the God of Israel says: “Don’t let
your prophets who are among you and
your diviners deceive you. Don’t listen
to your dreams which you cause to be
dreamed. 9 For they prophesy falsely to
you in my name. I have not sent them,”
says the LORD. 10 For the LORD says, “Af-
ter seventy years are accomplished for
Babylon, I will visit you and perform my
good word toward you, in causing you to
return to this place. 11 For I know the
thoughts that I think toward you,” says
the LORD, “thoughts of peace, and not of
evil, to give you hope and a future. 12You
shall call onme, andyou shall goandpray
to me, and I will listen to you. 13You shall
seekmeandfindme,whenyousearch for
me with all your heart. 14 I will be found
by you,” says the LORD, “and I will turn
again your captivity, and I will gather
you from all the nations, and from all the
places where I have driven you, says the
LORD. I will bring you again to the place
from where I caused you to be carried
away captive.”

15 Because you have said, “The LORD
has raised us up prophets in Babylon,”
16 the LORDsays concerning the kingwho
sits on David’s throne, and concerning all
the people who dwell in this city, your
brothers who haven’t gone with you into
captivity, 17 the LORDofArmies says: “Be-
hold, I will send on them the sword, the
famine, and the pestilence, andwillmake
them like rotten figs that can’t be eaten,
theyare sobad. 18 Iwill pursueafter them
with the sword,with the famine, andwith
the pestilence, and will deliver them to
be tossed back and forth among all the
kingdoms of the earth, to be an object of
horror, an astonishment, a hissing, and
a reproach among all the nations where
I have driven them, 19 because they have
not listened tomywords,” says the LORD,
“with which I sent to them my servants
the prophets, rising up early and sending
them; but you would not hear,” says the
LORD.

20Hear therefore the LORD’s word, all
youcaptiveswhomIhavesentaway from
Jerusalem to Babylon. 21 The LORD of
Armies, theGodof Israel, says concerning
Ahab the son of Kolaiah, and concern-
ing Zedekiah the son of Maaseiah, who
prophesy a lie to you in my name: “Be-
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hold, I will deliver them into the hand
of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon; and
he will kill them before your eyes. 22 A
curse will be taken up about them by all
the captives of Judah who are in Baby-
lon, saying, ‘The LORD make you like
Zedekiah and like Ahab, whom the king
of Babylon roasted in the fire;’ 23because
they have done foolish things in Israel,
and have committed adultery with their
neighbors’wives, andhave spokenwords
in my name falsely, which I didn’t com-
mand them. I am he who knows, and am
witness,” says the LORD.
24 Concerning Shemaiah the Nehelamite

you shall speak, saying, 25 “The LORD of
Armies, theGodof Israel, says, ‘Because you
have sent letters in your own name to all
the people who are at Jerusalem, and to
Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah, the priest,
and to all the priests, saying, 26 “The LORD
hasmade youpriest in the place of Jehoiada
the priest, that there may be officers in
the LORD’s house, for every man who is
crazy and makes himself a prophet, that
you should put him in the stocks and in
shackles. 27 Now therefore, why have you
not rebuked Jeremiah of Anathoth, who
makes himself a prophet to you, 28 because
he has sent to us in Babylon, saying, The
captivity is long. Build houses, and dwell in
them. Plant gardens, and eat their fruit?” ’ ”

29 Zephaniah the priest read this letter
in the hearing of Jeremiah the prophet.
30Then the LORD’s word came to Jeremiah,
saying, 31 “Send to all of the captives, say-
ing, ‘The LORD says concerning Shemaiah
the Nehelamite: “Because Shemaiah has
prophesied to you, and I didn’t send him,
and he has caused you to trust in a lie,”
32 therefore the LORD says, “Behold, I will
punish Shemaiah the Nehelamite and his
offspring. He will not have a man to dwell
among this people. He won’t see the good
that I will do to my people,” says the LORD,
“because he has spoken rebellion against
the LORD.” ’ ”

30
1 The word that came to Jeremiah from

the LORD, saying, 2 “The LORD, the God of
Israel, says, ‘Write all the words that I have
spoken to you in a book. 3 For, behold, the
days come,’ says the LORD, ‘that I will re-
verse the captivity of my people Israel and
Judah,’ says the LORD. ‘I will cause them
to return to the land that I gave to their
fathers, and they will possess it.’ ”

4Theseare thewords that theLORDspoke
concerning Israel and concerning Judah.
5For the LORD says:
“We have heard a voice of trembling;

a voice of fear, and not of peace.
6 Ask now, and see whether a man travails

with child.
Why do I see everymanwith his hands
on his waist, as a woman in travail,

and all faces are turned pale?
7 Alas, for that day is great, so that none is

like it!
It is even the time of Jacob’s trouble;
but he will be saved out of it.

8 It will come to pass in that day, says the
LORD of Armies, that I will break his
yoke from off your neck,

and will burst your bonds.
Strangers will no more make them
their bondservants;

9but they will serve the LORD their God,
and David their king,
whom I will raise up to them.

10 Therefore don’t be afraid, O Jacob my
servant, says the LORD.

Don’t be dismayed, Israel.
For, behold, I will save you from afar,

and save your offspring from the land
of their captivity.

Jacob will return,
and will be quiet and at ease.
No one will make him afraid.

11For I amwith you, says the LORD, to save
you;

for I will make a full end of all the
nations where I have scattered you,

but I will not make a full end of you;
but I will correct you inmeasure,

and will in no way leave you unpun-
ished.”

12For the LORD says,
“Your hurt is incurable.

Your wound is grievous.
13There is no one to plead your cause,

that youmay be bound up.
You have no healingmedicines.

14All your lovers have forgotten you.
They don’t seek you.

For I have wounded you with the wound of
an enemy,

with the chastisement of a cruel one,
for the greatness of your iniquity,

because your sins were increased.
15Why do you cry over your injury?

Your pain is incurable.
For the greatness of your iniquity,

because your sins have increased,
I have done these things to you.

16 Therefore all those who devour you will
be devoured.

All your adversaries, everyoneof them,
will go into captivity.

Those who plunder you will be plunder.
Iwillmake allwhoprey onyoubecome
prey.

17For I will restore health to you,
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and I will heal you of your wounds,”
says the LORD,

“because they have called you an outcast,
saying, ‘It is Zion, whom no man seeks
after.’ ”

18The LORD says:
“Behold, I will reverse the captivity of Ja-

cob’s tents,
and have compassion on his dwelling
places.

The city will be built on its own hill,
and the palace will be inhabited in its
own place.

19Thanksgiving will proceed out of them
with the voice of those who make
merry.

I will multiply them,
and they will not be few;

I will also glorify them,
and they will not be small.

20Their children also will be as before,
and their congregation will be estab-
lished before me.

I will punish all who oppress them.
21Their prince will be one of them,

and their ruler will proceed from
among them.

I will cause him to draw near,
and he will approachme;
for who is he who has had boldness to
approachme?” says the LORD.

22 “You shall be my people,
and I will be your God.

23Behold, the LORD’s storm, his wrath, has
gone out,

a sweeping storm;
it will burst on the head of the wicked.

24 The fierce anger of the LORD will not
return until he has accomplished,

and until he has performed the inten-
tions of his heart.

In the latter days you will understand
it.”

31
1 “At that time,” says the LORD, “I will be

theGod of all the families of Israel, and they
will be my people.”

2TheLORDsays, “Thepeoplewhosurvive
the sword found favor in the wilderness;
even Israel, when I went to cause him to
rest.”

3The LORDappeared of old tome, saying,
“Yes, I have loved you with an everlasting

love.
Therefore I have drawn you with lov-
ing kindness.

4 I will build you again,
and you will be built, O virgin of Israel.

You will again be adorned with your tam-
bourines,

and will go out in the dances of those
whomakemerry.

5 Again you will plant vineyards on the
mountains of Samaria.

The planters will plant,
and will enjoy its fruit.

6 For there will be a day that the watchmen
on the hills of Ephraim cry,

‘Arise! Let’s go up to Zion to the LORD
our God.’ ”

7For the LORD says,
“Sing with gladness for Jacob,

and shout for the chief of the nations.
Publish, praise, and say,

‘LORD, save your people,
the remnant of Israel!’

8 Behold, I will bring them from the north
country,

and gather them from the uttermost
parts of the earth,

along with the blind and the lame,
thewomanwith child and herwho tra-
vails with child together.

They will return as a great company.
9They will comewith weeping.

I will lead themwith petitions.
Iwill cause themtowalkbyriversofwaters,

in a straight way in which they won’t
stumble;

for I am a father to Israel.
Ephraim is my firstborn.

10 “Hear the LORD’s word, you nations,
and declare it in the distant islands.
Say,

‘Hewho scattered Israel will gather him,
and keep him, as a shepherd does his
flock.’

11For the LORD has ransomed Jacob,
and redeemed him from the hand of
himwhowas stronger than he.

12 They will come and sing in the height of
Zion,

and will flow to the goodness of the
LORD,

to the grain, to the newwine, to the oil,
and to the young of the flock and of the
herd.

Their soul will be as a watered garden.
They will not sorrow anymore at all.

13Then the virgin will rejoice in the dance,
the youngmen and the old together;

for I will turn their mourning into joy,
andwill comfort them, andmake them
rejoice from their sorrow.

14 I will satiate the soul of the priests with
fatness,

andmypeoplewill be satisfiedwithmy
goodness,” says the LORD.

15The LORD says:
“A voice is heard in Ramah,
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lamentation and bitter weeping,
Rachel weeping for her children.

She refuses to be comforted for her
children,

because they are nomore.”
16The LORD says:

“Refrain your voice fromweeping,
and your eyes from tears,
for your work will be rewarded,” says
the LORD.

“They will come again from the land of
the enemy.

17 There is hope for your latter end,” says
the LORD.

“Your children will come again to their
own territory.

18 “I have surely heard Ephraim grieving
thus,

‘You have chastisedme,
and I was chastised, as an untrained
calf.

Turnme, and I will be turned,
for you are the LORDmy God.

19 Surely after that I was turned.
I repented.

After that I was instructed.
I struckmy thigh.

I was ashamed, yes, even confounded,
because I bore the reproach of my
youth.’

20 Is Ephraimmy dear son?
Is he a darling child?

For as often as I speak against him,
I still earnestly remember him.

Therefore my heart yearns for him.
I will surely have mercy on him,” says
the LORD.

21 “Set up road signs.
Make guideposts.

Set your heart toward the highway,
even the way by which you went.

Turn again, virgin of Israel.
Turn again to these your cities.

22How long will you go here and there,
you backsliding daughter?

For the LORDhas created a new thing in the
earth:

a womanwill encompass aman.”
23 The LORD of Armies, the God of Israel,

says: “Yet again they will use this speech
in the land of Judah and in its cities, when
I reverse their captivity: ‘The LORD bless
you, habitation of righteousness, mountain
of holiness.’ 24 Judah and all its cities will
dwell therein together, the farmers, and
those who go about with flocks. 25 For I
have satiated the weary soul, and I have
replenished every sorrowful soul.”

26 On this I awakened, and saw; and my
sleep was sweet to me.

27 “Behold, the days come,” says the
LORD, “that I will sow the house of Israel
and the house of Judah with the seed of
man and with the seed of animal. 28 It will
happen that, like as I have watched over
them to pluck up and to break down and to
overthrow and to destroy and to afflict, so I
will watch over them to build and to plant,”
says theLORD. 29“In thosedays theywill say
nomore,
“ ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes,

and thechildren’s teethare setonedge.’
30But everyonewill die forhis own iniquity.
Every man who eats the sour grapes, his
teeth will be set on edge.

31 “Behold, the days come,” says the
LORD, “that I will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel, andwith the house
of Judah, 32 not according to the covenant
that I made with their fathers in the day
that I took them by the hand to bring them
out of the land of Egypt, which covenant of
mine they broke, although I was a husband
to them,” says the LORD. 33 “But this is the
covenant that I will make with the house of
Israel after those days,” says the LORD:
“I will put my law in their inward parts,

and I will write it in their heart.
I will be their God,

and they shall be my people.
34They will no longer each teach his neigh-

bor,
and every man teach his brother, say-
ing, ‘Know the LORD;’

for they will all knowme,
from their least to their greatest,” says
the LORD,

“for I will forgive their iniquity,
and Iwill remember their sinnomore.”

35TheLORD,whogives the sun for a light by
day,

and the ordinances of the moon and of
the stars for a light by night,

who stirs up the sea, so that its waves roar—
the LORD of Armies is his name, says:

36 “If these ordinances depart from before
me,” says the LORD,

“then the offspring of Israel also will
cease from being a nation before me
forever.”

37 The LORD says: “If heaven above can be
measured,

and the foundations of the earth
searched out beneath,

then I will also cast off all the offspring
of Israel for all that they have done,”
says the LORD.

38 “Behold, the days come,” says the
LORD, “that thecitywill bebuilt to theLORD
from the tower of Hananel to the gate of the
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corner. 39 The measuring line will go out
further straight onward to the hill Gareb,
and will turn toward Goah. 40 The whole
valley of the dead bodies and of the ashes,
and all the fields to the brook Kidron, to
the corner of the horse gate toward the
east, will be holy to the LORD. It will not
be plucked up or thrown down any more
forever.”

32
1 This is the word that came to Jeremiah

fromtheLORD in the tenthyearofZedekiah
king of Judah, which was the eighteenth
year of Nebuchadnezzar. 2Now at that time
the king of Babylon’s army was besieging
Jerusalem. Jeremiah the prophet was shut
up in the court of the guard, which was in
the king of Judah’s house.

3ForZedekiahkingof Judahhad shut him
up, saying, “Why do you prophesy, and say,
‘The LORD says, “Behold, I will give this
city into the hand of the king of Babylon,
and he will take it; 4 and Zedekiah king of
Judah won’t escape out of the hand of the
Chaldeans, but will surely be delivered into
the hand of the king of Babylon, and will
speak with him mouth to mouth, and his
eyes will see his eyes; 5 and he will bring
Zedekiah to Babylon, and he will be there
until I visit him,” says the LORD, “though
you fight with the Chaldeans, you will not
prosper” ’?”

6 Jeremiah said, “The LORD’s word came
to me, saying, 7 ‘Behold, Hanamel the son
of Shallum your uncle will come to you,
saying, “Buy my field that is in Anathoth;
for the right of redemption is yours to buy
it.” ’ ”

8 “So Hanamel my uncle’s son came to
me in the court of the guard according to
the LORD’s word, and said to me, ‘Please
buy my field that is in Anathoth, which is
in the land of Benjamin; for the right of
inheritance is yours, and the redemption is
yours. Buy it for yourself.’

“Then I knew that this was the LORD’s
word. 9 I bought the field that was in
Anathoth of Hanamel my uncle’s son, and
weighed him the money, even seventeen
shekels* of silver. 10 I signed the deed,
sealed it, called witnesses, and weighed the
money in the balances to him. 11 So I took
the deed of the purchase, both that which
was sealed, containing the termsand condi-
tions, and that which was open; 12 and I de-
livered the deed of the purchase to Baruch
the son of Neriah, the son of Mahseiah, in
the presence of Hanamel my uncle’s son,
and in the presence of the witnesses who

signed the deed of the purchase, before all
the Jews who sat in the court of the guard.

13 “I commanded Baruch before them,
saying, 14 the LORD of Armies, the God of
Israel, says: ‘Take these deeds, this deed of
the purchase which is sealed, and this deed
which is open, and put them in an earthen
vessel, that theymay last many days.’ 15For
the LORD of Armies, the God of Israel says:
‘Houses and fields and vineyards will yet
again be bought in this land.’

16 Now after I had delivered the deed of
the purchase to Baruch the son of Neriah, I
prayed to the LORD, saying,

17 “Ah Lord GOD! Behold, you have made
the heavens and the earth by your great
power and by your outstretched arm.
There is nothing too hard for you. 18 You
show loving kindness to thousands, and
repay the iniquity of the fathers into
the bosom of their children after them.
The great, the mighty God, the LORD of
Armies is your name: 19 great in counsel,
andmighty inwork; whose eyes are open
to all the ways of the children of men,
to give everyone according to his ways,
and according to the fruit of his doings;
20 who performed signs and wonders in
the land of Egypt, even to this day, both
in Israel andamongothermen; andmade
yourself a name, as it is today; 21 and
brought your people Israel out of the land
of Egypt with signs, with wonders, with
a strong hand, with an outstretched arm,
and with great terror; 22 and gave them
this land, which you swore to their fa-
thers to give them, a land flowing with
milk and honey. 23They came in and pos-
sessed it, but they didn’t obey your voice
and didn’t walk in your law. They have
done nothing of all that you commanded
themtodo. Thereforeyouhavecausedall
this evil to come upon them.

24 “Behold, siege ramps have been built
against the city to take it. The city is
given into the hand of the Chaldeanswho
fight against it, because of the sword, of
the famine, and of the pestilence. What
you have spoken has happened. Behold,
you see it. 25 You have said to me, Lord
GOD, ‘Buy the field for money, and call
witnesses;’ whereas the city is given into
the hand of the Chaldeans.”
26 Then the LORD’s word came to

Jeremiah, saying, 27“Behold, I am theLORD,
the God of all flesh. Is there anything too
hard for me? 28 Therefore the LORD says:
Behold, I will give this city into the hand
of the Chaldeans, and into the hand of

* 32:9 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces.
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Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and he
will take it. 29 The Chaldeans, who fight
against this city, will come and set this
city on fire, and burn it with the houses
on whose roofs they have offered incense
to Baal, and poured out drink offerings to
other gods, to provokeme to anger.

30 “For the children of Israel and the chil-
dren of Judah have done only that which
was evil in my sight from their youth; for
the children of Israel have only provoked
me to anger with the work of their hands,
says theLORD. 31For this cityhasbeen tome
a provocation ofmy anger and ofmywrath
from the day that they built it even to this
day, so that I should remove it from before
my face, 32 because of all the evil of the
children of Israel and of the children of Ju-
dah,which theyhavedone toprovokeme to
anger—they, their kings, their princes, their
priests, their prophets, the men of Judah,
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 33 They
have turned their backs tome, andnot their
faces. Although I taught them, rising up
early and teaching them, yet they have not
listened to receive instruction. 34 But they
set theirabominations in thehousewhich is
called bymy name, to defile it. 35They built
the high places of Baal, which are in the val-
ley of the son ofHinnom, to cause their sons
and their daughters to pass through fire to
Molech, which I didn’t command them. It
didn’t even come into my mind, that they
should do this abomination, to cause Judah
to sin.”

36Now therefore the LORD, the God of Is-
rael, says concerning this city, about which
you say, “It is given into the hand of the king
of Babylonby the sword, by the famine, and
by the pestilence:” 37 “Behold, I will gather
them out of all the countries where I have
driven them in my anger, and in my wrath,
and in great indignation; and I will bring
themagain to thisplace. Iwill cause themto
dwell safely. 38Then theywill bemypeople,
and I will be their God. 39 I will give them
one heart and one way, that they may fear
me forever, for their good and the good of
their children after them. 40 I will make an
everlasting covenant with them, that I will
not turn away from following them, to do
themgood. Iwill putmy fear in theirhearts,
that they may not depart from me. 41 Yes, I
will rejoice over them to do them good, and
Iwill plant them in this land assuredlywith
mywhole heart and withmywhole soul.”

42 For the LORD says: “Just as I have
brought all this great evil on this people,
so I will bring on them all the good that
I have promised them. 43 Fields will be
bought in this land, about which you say,
‘It is desolate, without man or animal. It

is given into the hand of the Chaldeans.’
44 Men will buy fields for money, sign the
deeds, seal them, and call witnesses, in the
land of Benjamin, and in the places around
Jerusalem, in the cities of Judah, in the cities
of the hill country, in the cities of the low-
land, and in the cities of the South; for I will
cause their captivity to be reversed,” says
the LORD.

33
1 Moreover the LORD’s word came to

Jeremiah the second time, while he was
still locked up in the court of the guard,
saying, 2 “The LORD who does it, the LORD
who forms it to establish it—the LORD is his
name, says: 3 ‘Call to me, and I will answer
you, and will show you great and difficult
things, which you don’t know.’ 4 For the
LORD, the God of Israel, says concerning
the houses of this city and concerning the
houses of the kings of Judah, which are
broken down tomake a defense against the
mounds and against the sword: 5 ‘While
men come to fight with the Chaldeans, and
to fill them with the dead bodies of men,
whom I have killed in my anger and in my
wrath, and for all whose wickedness I have
hidden my face from this city, 6 behold, I
will bring it health and healing, and I will
cure them; and I will reveal to them abun-
dance of peace and truth. 7 I will restore the
fortunes of Judah and Israel, and will build
them as at the first. 8 I will cleanse them
from all their iniquity by which they have
sinned againstme. Iwill pardon all their in-
iquities by which they have sinned against
me and by which they have transgressed
against me. 9 This city will be to me for a
name of joy, for praise, and for glory, before
all the nations of the earth, which will hear
all the good that I do to them, and will fear
and tremble for all the good and for all the
peace that I provide to it.’ ”

10The LORD says: “Yet again therewill be
heard in this place, about which you say, ‘It
is waste, without man and without animal,
even in the cities of Judah, and in the streets
of Jerusalem, that are desolate, without
man and without inhabitant and without
animal,’ 11 the voice of joy and the voice of
gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and
thevoiceof thebride, thevoiceof thosewho
say, ‘Give thanks to the LORD of Armies, for
the LORD is good, for his loving kindness
endures forever;’ who bring thanksgiving
into the LORD’s house. For I will cause the
captivity of the land to be reversed as at the
first,” says the LORD.

12 The LORD of Armies says: “Yet again
there will be in this place, which is waste,
withoutman andwithout animal, and in all
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its cities, a habitation of shepherds causing
their flocks to lie down. 13 In the cities of
the hill country, in the cities of the lowland,
in the cities of the South, in the land of
Benjamin, in the places around Jerusalem,
and in the cities of Judah, the flocks will
again pass under the hands of him who
counts them,” says the LORD.

14 “Behold, the days come,” says the
LORD, “that I will perform that good word
which I have spoken concerning the house
of Israel and concerning thehouseof Judah.
15 “In those days and at that time,

I will cause a Branch of righteousness
to grow up to David.

He will execute justice and righteous-
ness in the land.

16 In those days Judah will be saved,
and Jerusalemwill dwell safely.

This is thenamebywhich shewill be called:
The LORD our righteousness.”

17 For the LORD says: “David will never
lack a man to sit on the throne of the house
of Israel. 18 The Levitical priests won’t lack
a man before me to offer burnt offerings,
to burn meal offerings, and to do sacrifice
continually.”

19 The LORD’s word came to Jeremiah,
saying, 20 “The LORD says: ‘If you can break
my covenant of the day and my covenant
of the night, so that there will not be day
andnight in their time, 21 thenmy covenant
could also be broken with David my ser-
vant, that he won’t have a son to reign on
his throne; and with the Levitical priests,
myministers. 22As the armyof the sky can’t
be counted, and the sand of the sea can’t be
measured, so I will multiply the offspring
of David my servant and the Levites who
minister to me.’ ”

23 The LORD’s word came to Jeremiah,
saying, 24 “Don’t consider what this people
has spoken, saying, ‘Has the LORD cast off
the two familieswhichhe chose?’ Thus they
despise my people, that they should be no
more a nation before them.” 25 The LORD
says: “If my covenant of day and night fails,
if I have not appointed the ordinances of
heaven and earth, 26 then I will also cast
away the offspring of Jacob, and of David
my servant, so that I will not take of his
offspring to be rulers over the offspring of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; for I will cause
their captivity to be reversed and will have
mercy on them.”

34
1Thewordwhich came to Jeremiah from

the LORD, when Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon, with all his army, all the kingdoms
of the earth that were under his dominion,
and all the peoples, were fighting against

Jerusalem and against all its cities, saying:
2“TheLORD, theGodof Israel, says, ‘Go, and
speak to Zedekiah king of Judah, and tell
him, the LORD says, “Behold, I will give this
city into thehandof thekingofBabylonand
he will burn it with fire. 3You won’t escape
out of his hand, butwill surely be taken and
delivered into his hand. Your eyes will see
the eyes of the king of Babylon, and he will
speakwith youmouth tomouth. Youwill go
to Babylon.” ’

4 “Yet hear the LORD’s word, O Zedekiah
king of Judah. The LORD says concerning
you, ‘You won’t die by the sword. 5You will
die in peace; and with the burnings of your
fathers, the former kings who were before
you, so they will make a burning for you.
Theywill lamentyou, saying, “AhLord!” for
I have spoken the word,’ says the LORD.”

6 Then Jeremiah the prophet spoke all
these words to Zedekiah king of Judah in
Jerusalem, 7 when the king of Babylon’s
army was fighting against Jerusalem and
against all the cities of Judah that were left,
against Lachish and against Azekah; for
these alone remained of the cities of Judah
as fortified cities.

8 The word came to Jeremiah from the
LORD, after King Zedekiah had made a
covenant with all the people who were
at Jerusalem, to proclaim liberty to them,
9 that every man should let his male ser-
vant, and every man his female servant,
who is a Hebrew or a Hebrewess, go free,
that no one should make bondservants of
them, of a Jew his brother. 10All the princes
and all the people obeyed who had entered
into the covenant, that everyone should let
his male servant and everyone his female
servant go free, that no one should make
bondservants of them any more. They
obeyed and let them go, 11 but afterwards
they turned, and caused the servants and
the handmaids whom they had let go free
to return, and brought them into subjection
for servants and for handmaids.

12 Therefore the LORD’s word came to
Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, 13 “The
LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘I made a
covenant with your fathers in the day that
I brought them out of the land of Egypt, out
of the house of bondage, saying: 14 At the
end of seven years, every man of you shall
release his brother who is a Hebrew, who
has been sold to you, and has served you
six years. You shall let him go free from
you. But your fathers didn’t listen to me,
and didn’t incline their ear. 15You had now
turned, and had done that which is right in
my eyes, in every man proclaiming liberty
to his neighbor. You had made a covenant
before me in the house which is called by
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my name; 16 but you turned and profaned
my name, and every man caused his ser-
vant and every man his handmaid, whom
you had let go free at their pleasure, to re-
turn. You brought them into subjection, to
be to you for servants and for handmaids.’ ”

17 Therefore the LORD says: “You have
not listened to me, to proclaim liberty, ev-
ery man to his brother, and every man to
his neighbor. Behold, I proclaim to you a
liberty,” says the LORD, “to the sword, to the
pestilence, and to the famine. I will make
you be tossed back and forth among all the
kingdoms of the earth. 18 I will give the
men who have transgressed my covenant,
who have not performed the words of the
covenantwhich theymadebeforemewhen
they cut the calf in two and passed between
its parts: 19 the princes of Judah, the princes
of Jerusalem, the eunuchs, the priests, and
all the people of the land, who passed be-
tween the parts of the calf. 20 I will even
give them into the hand of their enemies
and into the hand of those who seek their
life. Their dead bodies will be food for the
birds of the sky and for the animals of the
earth.

21 “I will give Zedekiah king of Judah and
his princes into the hands of their enemies,
into the hands of those who seek their life
and into the hands of the king of Baby-
lon’s army, who has gone away from you.
22Behold, I will command,” says the LORD,
“and cause them to return to this city. They
will fight against it, take it, and burn it
with fire. I will make the cities of Judah a
desolation, without inhabitant.”

35
1Thewordwhich came to Jeremiah from

the LORD in the days of Jehoiakim the son
of Josiah, king of Judah, saying, 2 “Go to the
house of the Rechabites, and speak to them,
and bring them into the LORD’s house, into
one of the rooms, and give them wine to
drink.”

3 Then I took Jaazaniah the son of
Jeremiah, the son of Habazziniah, with his
brothers, all his sons, and the whole house
of the Rechabites; 4and I brought them into
the LORD’s house, into the room of the sons
of Hanan the son of Igdaliah, the man of
God, which was by the room of the princes,
which was above the room ofMaaseiah the
son of Shallum, the keeper of the threshold.
5 I set before the sons of the house of the
Rechabites bowls full of wine, and cups;
and I said to them, “Drink wine!”

6 But they said, “We will drink no wine;
for Jonadab the son of Rechab, our father,
commanded us, saying, ‘You shall drink no

wine, neither you nor your children, for-
ever. 7You shall not build ahouse, sow seed,
plant a vineyard, or have any; but all your
days you shall dwell in tents, that you may
livemanydays in the land inwhich you live
as nomads.’ 8We have obeyed the voice of
Jonadab the son of Rechab, our father, in
all that he commanded us, to drink nowine
all our days, we, our wives, our sons, or
our daughters; 9and not to build houses for
ourselves to dwell in. Wehave no vineyard,
field, or seed; 10 but we have lived in tents,
and have obeyed, and done according to
all that Jonadab our father commanded us.
11But when Nebuchadnezzar king of Baby-
lon came up into the land, we said, ‘Come!
Let’s go to Jerusalem for fear of the army of
the Chaldeans, and for fear of the army of
the Syrians; sowewill dwell at Jerusalem.’ ”

12 Then the LORD’s word came to
Jeremiah, saying, 13 “The LORD of Armies,
the God of Israel, says: ‘Go and tell the men
of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem,
“Will you not receive instruction to listen
to my words?” says the LORD. 14 “The
words of Jonadab the son of Rechab that he
commandedhis sons, not to drinkwine, are
performed; and to this day they drink none,
for they obey their father’s commandment;
but I have spoken toyou, risingupearlyand
speaking, and you have not listened to me.
15 I have sent also to you all my servants
the prophets, rising up early and sending
them, saying, ‘Every one of youmust return
now from his evil way, amend your doings,
and don’t go after other gods to serve them.
Thenyouwill dwell in the landwhich Ihave
given to you and to your fathers;’ but you
have not inclined your ear, nor listened
to me. 16 The sons of Jonadab the son of
Rechabhaveperformed thecommandment
of their father which he commanded them,
but this people has not listened to me.” ’

17 “Therefore the LORD, the God of
Armies, the God of Israel, says: ‘Behold,
I will bring on Judah and on all the
inhabitants of Jerusalem all the evil that
I have pronounced against them, because
I have spoken to them, but they have not
heard; and I have called to them, but they
have not answered.’ ”

18 Jeremiah said to the house of the Rech-
abites, “The LORD of Armies, the God of
Israel, says: ‘Because you have obeyed the
commandment of Jonadab your father, and
kept all his precepts, and done according
to all that he commanded you,’ 19 therefore
the LORD of Armies, the God of Israel, says:
‘Jonadab the son of Rechab will not lack a
man to stand before me forever.’ ”
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36
1 In the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son

of Josiah, king of Judah, this word came to
Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, 2 “Take a
scroll of a book, andwrite in it all thewords
that I have spoken to you against Israel,
against Judah, and against all the nations,
from theday I spoke to you, from thedaysof
Josiah even to this day. 3 It may be that the
house of Judah will hear all the evil which
I intend to do to them, that they may each
return from his evil way; that I may forgive
their iniquity and their sin.”

4 Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of
Neriah; and Baruch wrote from the mouth
of Jeremiah all the LORD’s words, which he
had spoken to him, on a scroll of a book.
5 Jeremiah commanded Baruch, saying, “I
am restricted. I can’t go into the LORD’s
house. 6 Therefore you go, and read from
the scroll which you have written frommy
mouth, the LORD’s words, in the ears of
the people in the LORD’s house on the fast
day. Also you shall read them in the ears of
all Judah who come out of their cities. 7 It
may be they will present their supplication
before the LORD, andwill each return from
his evil way; for the LORD has pronounced
great anger and wrath against this people.”

8 Baruch the son of Neriah did accord-
ing to all that Jeremiah the prophet com-
manded him, reading in the book the
LORD’swords in theLORD’shouse. 9Nowin
the fifth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah,
king of Judah, in the ninth month, all the
people in Jerusalem and all the people who
came from the cities of Judah to Jerusalem,
proclaimed a fast before the LORD. 10 Then
Baruch read the words of Jeremiah from
the book in the LORD’s house, in the room
of Gemariah the son of Shaphan the scribe,
in the upper court, at the entry of the new
gate of the LORD’s house, in the ears of all
the people.

11 When Micaiah the son of Gemariah,
the son of Shaphan, had heard out of the
book all the LORD’swords, 12hewent down
into the king’s house, into the scribe’s room;
and behold, all the princes were sitting
there, Elishama the scribe, Delaiah the son
of Shemaiah, Elnathan the son of Achbor,
Gemariah the son of Shaphan, Zedekiah
the son of Hananiah, and all the princes.
13 Then Micaiah declared to them all the
words that he had heard, when Baruch
read the book in the ears of the people.
14 Therefore all the princes sent Jehudi the
son of Nethaniah, the son of Shelemiah, the
son of Cushi, to Baruch, saying, “Take in
yourhand the scroll inwhichyouhave read
in the ears of the people, and come.”

So Baruch the son of Neriah took the
scroll inhishand, andcameto them. 15They
said to him, “Sit down now, and read it in
our hearing.”
So Baruch read it in their hearing.
16 Now when they had heard all the

words, they turned in fear one toward an-
other, and said to Baruch, “We will surely
tell the king of all these words.” 17 They
asked Baruch, saying, “Tell us now, how did
you write all these words at his mouth?”

18 Then Baruch answered them, “He dic-
tated all these words to me with his mouth,
and I wrote themwith ink in the book.”

19 Then the princes said to Baruch, “You
and Jeremiah go hide. Don’t let anyone
knowwhere you are.”

20They went in to the king into the court,
but they had laid up the scroll in the room
of Elishama the scribe. Then they told all
the words in the hearing of the king. 21 So
the king sent Jehudi to get the scroll, and
he took it out of the room of Elishama the
scribe. Jehudi read it in the hearing of the
king, and in the hearing of all the princes
who stood beside the king. 22Now the king
was sitting in the winter house in the ninth
month, and there was a fire in the brazier
burning before him. 23 When Jehudi had
read three or four columns, the king cut
it with the penknife, and cast it into the
fire that was in the brazier, until all the
scroll was consumed in the fire that was in
the brazier. 24 The king and his servants
who heard all these words were not afraid,
and didn’t tear their garments. 25Moreover
Elnathan and Delaiah and Gemariah had
made intercession to the king that hewould
not burn the scroll; but he would not listen
to them. 26 The king commanded Jerah-
meel the king’s son, and Seraiah the son of
Azriel, and Shelemiah the son of Abdeel, to
arrest Baruch the scribe and Jeremiah the
prophet; but the LORD hid them.

27 Then the LORD’s word came to
Jeremiah, after the king had burned the
scroll, and the words which Baruch wrote
at the mouth of Jeremiah, saying, 28 “Take
again another scroll, and write in it all the
former words that were in the first scroll,
which Jehoiakim the king of Judah has
burned. 29 Concerning Jehoiakim king of
Judah you shall say, ‘The LORD says: “You
have burned this scroll, saying, ‘Why have
you written therein, saying, “The king of
Babylon will certainly come and destroy
this land, and will cause to cease from
there man and animal”?’ ” 30 Therefore the
LORD says concerning Jehoiakim king of
Judah: “Hewill havenoone to sit onDavid’s
throne. His dead bodywill be cast out in the
day to the heat, and in the night to the frost.
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31 I will punish him, his offspring, and his
servants for their iniquity. I will bring on
them, on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and
on the men of Judah, all the evil that I have
pronounced against them, but they didn’t
listen.” ’ ”

32Then Jeremiah took another scroll, and
gave it to Baruch the scribe, the son of Ner-
iah, who wrote therein from the mouth of
Jeremiah all the words of the book which
Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned in the
fire; andmany similarwordswere added to
them.

37
1 Zedekiah the son of Josiah reigned as

king instead of Coniah the sonof Jehoiakim,
whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
made king in the land of Judah. 2 But nei-
ther he, nor his servants, nor the people
of the land, listened to the LORD’s words,
which he spoke by the prophet Jeremiah.

3Zedekiah theking sent Jehucal the sonof
Shelemiah and Zephaniah the son of Maa-
seiah, the priest, to the prophet Jeremiah,
saying, “Pray now to the LORD our God for
us.”

4 Now Jeremiah came in and went out
among the people, for they had not put him
into prison. 5 Pharaoh’s army had come
out of Egypt; and when the Chaldeans who
were besieging Jerusalem heard news of
them, they withdrew from Jerusalem.

6 Then the LORD’s word came to the
prophet Jeremiah, saying, 7 “The LORD, the
God of Israel, says, ‘You shall tell the king of
Judah, who sent you tome to inquire ofme:
“Behold, Pharaoh’s army, which has come
out to help you, will return to Egypt into
their own land. 8 The Chaldeans will come
again, and fight against this city. They will
take it and burn it with fire.” ’

9 “The LORD says, ‘Don’t deceive your-
selves, saying, “The Chaldeans will surely
depart from us;” for they will not depart.
10 For though you had struck the whole
army of the Chaldeans who fight against
you, and only wounded men remained
among them, theywould each rise up in his
tent and burn this city with fire.’ ”

11 When the army of the Chaldeans had
withdrawn from Jerusalem for fear of
Pharaoh’s army, 12 then Jeremiah went
out of Jerusalem to go into the land of
Benjamin, to receive his portion there, in
the middle of the people. 13When he was
in Benjamin’s gate, a captain of the guard
was there, whose name was Irijah, the son
of Shelemiah, the son of Hananiah; and he
seized Jeremiah the prophet, saying, “You
are defecting to the Chaldeans!”

14Then Jeremiah said, “That is false! I am
not defecting to the Chaldeans.”
Buthedidn’t listen tohim; so Irijah seized

Jeremiah, and brought him to the princes.
15 The princes were angry with Jeremiah,
and struckhim, andputhim inprison in the
house of Jonathan the scribe; for they had
made that the prison.

16 When Jeremiah had come into the
dungeon house and into the cells, and
Jeremiah had remained there many days,
17 then Zedekiah the king sent and had him
brought out. The king asked him secretly
in his house, “Is there any word from the
LORD?”
Jeremiah said, “There is.” He also said,

“You will be delivered into the hand of the
king of Babylon.”

18 Moreover Jeremiah said to King
Zedekiah, “How have I sinned against
you, against your servants, or against this
people, that you have put me in prison?
19 Now where are your prophets who
prophesied to you, saying, ‘The king of
Babylon will not come against you, nor
against this land’? 20 Now please hear, my
lord the king: please let my supplication be
presented before you, that you not cause
me to return to the house of Jonathan the
scribe, lest I die there.”

21 Then Zedekiah the king commanded,
and they committed Jeremiah into the court
of the guard. They gave him daily a loaf of
bread out of the bakers’ street, until all the
bread in the city was gone. Thus Jeremiah
remained in the court of the guard.

38
1 Shephatiah the son of Mattan, Gedaliah

the son of Pashhur, Jucal the son of
Shelemiah, and Pashhur the son of
Malchijah heard the words that Jeremiah
spoke to all the people, saying, 2 “The LORD
says, ‘He who remains in this city will
die by the sword, by the famine, and by
the pestilence, but he who goes out to the
Chaldeans will live. He will escape with his
life and he will live.’ 3 The LORD says, ‘This
city will surely be given into the hand of
the army of the king of Babylon, and hewill
take it.’ ”

4Then theprinces said to theking, “Please
let this man be put to death, because he
weakens the hands of the men of war who
remain in this city, and the hands of all the
people, in speaking suchwords to them; for
this man doesn’t seek the welfare of this
people, but harm.”

5Zedekiah the king said, “Behold, he is in
your hand; for the king can’t do anything to
oppose you.”
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6Then they took Jeremiah and threw him
into the dungeon of Malchijah the king’s
son, that was in the court of the guard.
They let down Jeremiah with cords. In the
dungeon there was no water, but mire; and
Jeremiah sank in themire.

7Nowwhen Ebedmelech the Ethiopian, a
eunuch, whowas in the king’s house, heard
that they had put Jeremiah in the dungeon
(the king was then sitting in Benjamin’s
gate), 8 Ebedmelech went out of the king’s
house, and spoke to the king, saying, 9 “My
lord the king, these men have done evil
in all that they have done to Jeremiah the
prophet, whom they have cast into the dun-
geon. He is likely to die in the place where
he is, because of the famine; for there is no
more bread in the city.”

10 Then the king commanded Ebedm-
elech the Ethiopian, saying, “Take from
here thirty men with you, and take up
Jeremiah the prophet out of the dungeon,
before he dies.”

11 So Ebedmelech took the men with
him, and went into the house of the king
under the treasury, and took from there
rags and worn-out garments, and let
them down by cords into the dungeon to
Jeremiah. 12Ebedmelech theEthiopian said
to Jeremiah, “Nowput these rags andworn-
out garmentsunderyourarmpits under the
cords.”
Jeremiahdid so. 13So they lifted Jeremiah

up with the cords, and took him up out of
thedungeon; and Jeremiah remained in the
court of the guard.

14 Then Zedekiah the king sent and took
Jeremiah the prophet to himself into the
third entry that is in the LORD’s house.
Then the king said to Jeremiah, “I will ask
you something. Hide nothing fromme.”

15 Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, “If I
declare it to you, will you not surely put me
to death? If I give you counsel, you will not
listen to me.”

16 So Zedekiah the king swore secretly to
Jeremiah, saying, “As the LORD lives, who
made our souls, I will not put you to death,
neitherwill I give you into thehandof these
menwho seek your life.”

17 Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, “The
LORD, the God of Armies, the God of Israel,
says: ‘If you will go out to the king of Baby-
lon’s princes, then your soul will live, and
this city will not be burned with fire. You
will live, along with your house. 18 But if
you will not go out to the king of Babylon’s
princes, then this city will be given into the
hand of the Chaldeans, and theywill burn it
with fire, and you won’t escape out of their
hand.’ ”

19 Zedekiah the king said to Jeremiah, “I
am afraid of the Jews who have defected
to the Chaldeans, lest they deliver me into
their hand, and theymockme.”

20But Jeremiah said, “They won’t deliver
you. Obey, I beg you, the LORD’s voice, in
that which I speak to you; so it will be well
with you, and your soul will live. 21 But if
you refuse to go out, this is the word that
the LORD has shown me: 22 ‘Behold, all the
women who are left in the king of Judah’s
house will be brought out to the king of
Babylon’s princes, and those women will
say,
“Your familiar friends have turned on you,

and have prevailed over you.
Your feet are sunk in themire,

they have turned away from you.”
23 They will bring out all your wives and

your children to the Chaldeans. You won’t
escape out of their hand, but will be taken
by the hand of the king of Babylon. Youwill
cause this city to be burned with fire.’ ”

24ThenZedekiahsaid to Jeremiah, “Letno
man know of these words, and you won’t
die. 25 But if the princes hear that I have
talked with you, and they come to you, and
tell you, ‘Declare to us now what you have
said to the king; don’t hide it from us, and
we will not put you to death; also tell us
what the king said to you;’ 26 then you shall
tell them, ‘I presented my supplication be-
fore the king, that hewould not causeme to
return to Jonathan’s house, to die there.’ ”

27 Then all the princes came to Jeremiah,
and asked him; and he told them according
to all these words that the king had com-
manded. So they stopped speaking with
him, for thematter was not perceived.

28 So Jeremiah stayed in the court of the
guard until the day that Jerusalem was
taken.

39
1 In the ninth year of Zedekiah king of

Judah, in the tenth month, Nebuchadnez-
zar king of Babylon and all his army came
against Jerusalem, and besieged it. 2 In the
eleventh year of Zedekiah, in the fourth
month, theninthdayof themonth, abreach
was made in the city. 3 All the princes of
the king of Babylon came in, and sat in the
middle gate: Nergal Sharezer, Samgarnebo,
Sarsechim the Rabsaris, Nergal Sharezer
the Rabmag, with all the rest of the princes
of the king of Babylon. 4 When Zedekiah
the king of Judah and all the men of war
saw them, then they fled and went out of
the city by night, by the way of the king’s
garden, through the gate between the two
walls; and he went out toward the Arabah.
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5 But the army of the Chaldeans pursued
them, and overtook Zedekiah in the plains
of Jericho. When they had taken him,
they brought him up to Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon to Riblah in the land of
Hamath; and he pronounced judgment on
him. 6 Then the king of Babylon killed
Zedekiah’s sons in Riblah before his eyes.
ThekingofBabylonalsokilledall thenobles
of Judah. 7Moreover he put out Zedekiah’s
eyes and bound him in fetters, to carry him
to Babylon.

8 The Chaldeans burned the king’s house
and the people’s houseswith fire and broke
down the walls of Jerusalem. 9 Then Neb-
uzaradan the captain of the guard carried
away captive into Babylon the rest of the
peoplewho remained in the city, the desert-
ers also who fell away to him, and the rest
of the people who remained. 10 But Neb-
uzaradan the captain of the guard left of the
poor of the people, who had nothing, in the
landof Judah, andgave themvineyardsand
fields at the same time.

11 Now Nebuchadnezzar king of Baby-
lon commanded Nebuzaradan the captain
of the guard concerning Jeremiah, saying,
12 “Take him and take care of him. Do him
noharm; but do tohimevenashe tells you.”

13 So Nebuzaradan the captain of the
guard, Nebushazban, Rabsaris, and Ner-
gal Sharezer, Rabmag, and all the chief of-
ficers of the king of Babylon 14 sent and
took Jeremiah out of the court of the guard,
and committed him to Gedaliah the son of
Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, that he should
bring him home. So he lived among the
people.

15 Now the LORD’s word came to
Jeremiah while he was shut up in the court
of the guard, saying, 16 “Go, and speak to
Ebedmelech the Ethiopian, saying, ‘The
LORD of Armies, the God of Israel, says:
“Behold, I will bring my words on this city
for evil, and not for good; and they will
be accomplished before you in that day.
17But Iwill deliver you in that day,” says the
LORD; “and you will not be given into the
hand of the men of whom you are afraid.
18 For I will surely save you. You won’t fall
by the sword, but youwill escapewith your
life, because youhaveput your trust inme,”
says the LORD.’ ”

40
1Thewordwhich came to Jeremiah from

the LORD, after Nebuzaradan the captain
of the guard had let him go from Ramah,
when he had taken him being bound in
chains among all the captives of Jerusalem
and Judah who were carried away captive
to Babylon. 2 The captain of the guard

took Jeremiah and said to him, “The LORD
yourGodpronounced this evil on thisplace;
3 and the LORD has brought it, and done
according as he spoke. Because you have
sinned against the LORD, and have not
obeyed his voice, therefore this thing has
come on you. 4Now, behold, I release you
today from the chains which are on your
hand. If it seems good to you to come with
me into Babylon, come, and I will take care
of you; but if it seems bad to you to come
with me into Babylon, don’t. Behold, all the
land isbeforeyou. Where it seemsgoodand
right to you to go, go there.” 5 Now while
he had not yet gone back, “Go back then,”
he said, “to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the
son of Shaphan, whom the king of Babylon
hasmade governor over the cities of Judah,
anddwellwithhimamong thepeople; or go
wherever it seems right to you to go.”
So the captain of the guard gave him

food and a present, and let him go. 6 Then
Jeremiah went to Gedaliah the son of
Ahikam to Mizpah, and lived with him
among the peoplewhowere left in the land.

7Now when all the captains of the forces
who were in the fields, even they and their
men, heard that the king of Babylon had
madeGedaliah the son of Ahikamgovernor
in the land, andhad committed to himmen,
women, children, and of the poorest of the
land, of those who were not carried away
captive to Babylon, 8 then Ishmael the son
of Nethaniah, and Johanan and Jonathan
the sons of Kareah, and Seraiah the son
of Tanhumeth, and the sons of Ephai the
Netophathite, and Jezaniah the son of the
Maacathite, they and their men came to
Gedaliah to Mizpah. 9 Gedaliah the son of
Ahikam the son of Shaphan swore to them
and to theirmen, saying, “Don’t be afraid to
serve the Chaldeans. Dwell in the land, and
serve the king of Babylon, and itwill bewell
with you. 10As for me, behold, I will dwell
at Mizpah, to stand before the Chaldeans
who will come to us; but you, gather wine
and summer fruits and oil, and put them in
your vessels, and dwell in your cities that
you have taken.”

11Likewisewhenall the Jewswhowere in
Moab, and among the children of Ammon,
and in Edom, andwhowere in all the coun-
tries, heard that the king of Babylonhad left
a remnantof Judah, and thathehadset over
themGedaliah the sonofAhikam, the sonof
Shaphan, 12 then all the Jews returned out
of all places where they were driven, and
came to the land of Judah, to Gedaliah, to
Mizpah, and gathered very much wine and
summer fruits.

13 Moreover Johanan the son of Kareah,
and all the captains of the forces who were
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in the fields, came to Gedaliah to Mizpah,
14and said to him, “Do you know that Baalis
the king of the children of Ammon has sent
Ishmael the son of Nethaniah to take your
life?”
But Gedaliah the son of Ahikam didn’t

believe them.
15 Then Johanan the son of Kareah spoke

to Gedaliah in Mizpah secretly, saying,
“Please let me go, and I will kill Ishmael the
son of Nethaniah, and no man will know
it. Why should he take your life, that all
the Jews who are gathered to you should
be scattered, and the remnant of Judah per-
ish?”

16But Gedaliah the son of Ahikam said to
Johanan the sonofKareah, “Youshallnotdo
this thing, for you speak falsely of Ishmael.”

41
1Now in the seventh month, Ishmael the

son of Nethaniah, the son of Elishama, of
the royal offspring and one of the chief
officers of the king, and ten men with
him, came to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam
to Mizpah; and there they ate bread to-
gether in Mizpah. 2 Then Ishmael the son
of Nethaniah arose, and the ten men who
were with him, and struck Gedaliah the
son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan with the
sword and killed him, whom the king of
Babylon had made governor over the land.
3 Ishmael also killed all the Jews who were
with Gedaliah at Mizpah, and the Chaldean
men of war whowere found there.

4 The second day after he had killed
Gedaliah, and no man knew it, 5 men
came fromShechem, fromShiloh, and from
Samaria, even eighty men, having their
beards shaved and their clothes torn, and
having cut themselves, with meal offerings
and frankincense in their hand, to bring
them to the LORD’s house. 6 Ishmael the
son of Nethaniah went out from Mizpah to
meet them, weeping all along as he went,
and as hemet them, he said to them, “Come
to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam.” 7 It was so,
when they came into the middle of the city,
that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah killed
them, and cast them into the middle of the
pit, he, and the men who were with him.
8But tenmenwere found among thosewho
said to Ishmael, “Don’t kill us; for we have
stores hidden in the field, of wheat, and of
barley, and of oil, and of honey.”
Sohe stopped, anddidn’t kill themamong

their brothers. 9Now the pit in which Ish-
mael cast all the dead bodies of the men
whomhe had killed, by the side of Gedaliah
(this was that which Asa the king hadmade
for fear of Baasha king of Israel), Ishmael

the sonofNethaniahfilled itwith thosewho
were killed.

10 Then Ishmael carried away captive all
of the peoplewhowere left inMizpah, even
theking’s daughters, andall thepeoplewho
remained in Mizpah, whom Nebuzaradan
the captain of the guard had committed to
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam. Ishmael the
son of Nethaniah carried them away cap-
tive, and departed to go over to the children
of Ammon.

11 But when Johanan the son of Kareah,
and all the captains of the forces who were
with him, heard of all the evil that Ishmael
the son of Nethaniah had done, 12 then
they took all the men, and went to fight
with Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and
found him by the great waters that are
in Gibeon. 13 Now when all the people
who were with Ishmael saw Johanan the
son of Kareah, and all the captains of the
forces who were with him, then they were
glad. 14 So all the people who Ishmael had
carried away captive from Mizpah turned
about and came back, and went to Johanan
the son of Kareah. 15 But Ishmael the son
of Nethaniah escaped from Johanan with
eight men, and went to the children of Am-
mon.

16 Then Johanan the son of Kareah and
all the captains of the forces who were
with him took all the remnant of the people
whom he had recovered from Ishmael the
son of Nethaniah, from Mizpah, after he
had killed Gedaliah the son of Ahikam—the
men of war, with the women, the children,
and the eunuchs, whom he had brought
back from Gibeon. 17 They departed and
lived in Geruth Chimham,which is by Beth-
lehem, to go to enter intoEgypt 18becauseof
theChaldeans; for theywereafraidof them,
because Ishmael the son of Nethaniah had
killed Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, whom
thekingofBabylonmadegovernorover the
land.

42
1 Then all the captains of the forces, and

Johanan the son of Kareah, and Jezaniah
the sonofHoshaiah, andall thepeople from
the least even to the greatest, came near,
2 and said to Jeremiah the prophet, “Please
let our supplication be presented before
you, and pray for us to the LORD your God,
even for all this remnant, forwe are left but
a few of many, as your eyes see us, 3 that
the LORD your Godmay showus theway in
which we should walk, and the things that
we should do.”

4Then Jeremiah the prophet said to them,
“I have heard you. Behold, I will pray to the
LORD your God according to your words;
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and it will happen that whatever thing the
LORD answers you, I will declare it to you. I
will keep nothing back from you.”

5 Then they said to Jeremiah, “May the
LORD be a true and faithful witness among
us, if we don’t do according to all the word
withwhich theLORDyourGod sends you to
tell us. 6Whether it is good, or whether it is
bad, wewill obey the voice of the LORD our
God, to whom we send you; that it may be
well with us, whenwe obey the voice of the
LORD our God.”

7After ten days, the LORD’s word came to
Jeremiah. 8Then he called Johanan the son
of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces
whowerewith him, and all the people from
the least even to the greatest, 9 and said
to them, “The LORD, the God of Israel, to
whom you sent me to present your suppli-
cation before him, says: 10 ‘If you will still
live in this land, then I will build you, and
not pull you down, and I will plant you,
and not pluck you up; for I grieve over the
distress that I have brought on you. 11Don’t
be afraid of the king of Babylon, of whom
you are afraid. Don’t be afraid of him,’ says
the LORD, ‘for I am with you to save you,
and to deliver you from his hand. 12 I will
grant you mercy, that he may have mercy
onyou, and cause you to return to yourown
land.

13 “ ‘But if you say, “We will not dwell
in this land,” so that you don’t obey the
LORD your God’s voice, 14 saying, “No, but
we will go into the land of Egypt, where
we will see no war, nor hear the sound of
the trumpet, nor have hunger of bread; and
therewewill dwell;” ’ 15now thereforehear
the LORD’s word, O remnant of Judah! The
LORD of Armies, the God of Israel, says,
‘If you indeed set your faces to enter into
Egypt, and go to live there, 16 then it will
happen that the sword, which you fear, will
overtake you there in the land of Egypt; and
the famine, aboutwhich youare afraid,will
follow close behind you there in Egypt; and
you will die there. 17 So will it be with all
themenwho set their faces to go into Egypt
to live there. They will die by the sword,
by the famine, and by the pestilence. None
of themwill remain or escape from the evil
that Iwill bring on them.’ 18For the LORDof
Armies, theGodof Israel, says: ‘Asmyanger
and my wrath has been poured out on the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, so my wrath will
be poured out on you, when you enter into
Egypt; and you will be an object of horror,
an astonishment, a curse, and a reproach;
and youwill see this place nomore.’

19 “The LORDhas spoken concerning you,
remnant of Judah, ‘Don’t go into Egypt!’
Know certainly that I have testified to you

today. 20 For you have dealt deceitfully
against your own souls; for you sent me to
the LORD your God, saying, ‘Pray for us to
the LORD our God; and according to all that
theLORDourGod says, so declare to us, and
we will do it.’ 21 I have declared it to you
today; but you have not obeyed the LORD
your God’s voice in anything for which he
has sent me to you. 22Now therefore know
certainly that you will die by the sword,
by the famine, and by the pestilence in the
place where you desire to go to live.”

43
1 When Jeremiah had finished speaking

to all the people all the words of the LORD
their God, with which the LORD their God
had sent him to them, even all these words,
2 then Azariah the son of Hoshaiah, Jo-
hanan the son of Kareah, and all the proud
men spoke, saying to Jeremiah, “You speak
falsely. The LORD our God has not sent
you to say, ‘You shall not go into Egypt to
live there;’ 3 but Baruch the son of Neriah
has turned you against us, to deliver us into
the hand of the Chaldeans, that they may
put us to death or carry us away captive to
Babylon.”

4 So Johanan the son of Kareah, and all
the captains of the forces, and all the peo-
ple, didn’t obey the LORD’s voice, to dwell
in the land of Judah. 5 But Johanan the
son of Kareah and all the captains of the
forces took all the remnant of Judah, who
had returned from all the nations where
they had been driven, to live in the land of
Judah— 6 themen, thewomen, the children,
the king’s daughters, and every personwho
Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard had
left with Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the
son of Shaphan; and Jeremiah the prophet,
and Baruch the son of Neriah. 7 They came
into the land of Egypt, for they didn’t obey
the LORD’s voice; and they came to Tahpan-
hes.

8Then theLORD’sword came to Jeremiah
in Tahpanhes, saying, 9 “Take great stones
in your hand and hide them in mortar in
the brick work which is at the entry of
Pharaoh’s house in Tahpanhes, in the sight
of the men of Judah. 10Tell them, the LORD
of Armies, the God of Israel, says: ‘Behold,
I will send and take Nebuchadnezzar the
king of Babylon,my servant, andwill set his
throne on these stones that I have hidden;
and he will spread his royal pavilion over
them. 11 He will come, and will strike the
land of Egypt; such as are for death will be
put to death, and such as are for captivity
to captivity, and such as are for the sword
to the sword. 12 I will kindle a fire in the
houses of the gods of Egypt. He will burn
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them, and carry themaway captive. Hewill
array himself with the land of Egypt, as a
shepherd puts on his garment; and he will
go out from there in peace. 13He will also
break the pillars of Beth Shemesh that is
in the land of Egypt; and he will burn the
houses of the gods of Egypt with fire.’ ”

44
1 The word that came to Jeremiah con-

cerning all the Jews who lived in the land
of Egypt, who lived at Migdol, and at Tah-
panhes, andatMemphis, and in the country
of Pathros, saying, 2 “The LORD of Armies,
the God of Israel, says: ‘You have seen all
the evil that I have brought on Jerusalem,
and on all the cities of Judah. Behold, today
they are a desolation, and noman dwells in
them, 3 because of their wickedness which
they have committed to provoke me to
anger, in that they went to burn incense,
to serve other gods that they didn’t know,
neither they, nor you, nor your fathers.
4 However I sent to you all my servants
the prophets, rising up early and sending
them, saying, “Oh, don’t do this abominable
thing that I hate.” 5 But they didn’t listen
and didn’t incline their ear. They didn’t
turn from theirwickedness, to stopburning
incense to other gods. 6Thereforemywrath
and my anger was poured out, and was
kindled in the cities of Judah and in the
streets of Jerusalem; and they are wasted
and desolate, as it is today.’

7 “Therefore now the LORD, the God of
Armies, the God of Israel, says: ‘Whydo you
commit great evil against your own souls,
to cut off fromyourselvesman andwoman,
infantandnursingchildoutof themiddleof
Judah, to leave yourselves no one remain-
ing, 8 in that you provoke me to anger with
theworksofyourhands, burning incense to
other gods in the land of Egypt where you
have gone to live, that you may be cut off,
and that youmay be a curse and a reproach
among all the nations of the earth? 9Have
you forgotten the wickedness of your fa-
thers, the wickedness of the kings of Judah,
the wickedness of their wives, your own
wickedness, and the wickedness of your
wives which they committed in the land
of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem?
10 They are not humbled even to this day,
neither have they feared, nor walked inmy
law, nor inmy statutes, that I set before you
and before your fathers.’

11 “Therefore the LORD of Armies, the
Godof Israel, says: ‘Behold, Iwill setmy face
against you for evil, even to cut offall Judah.
12 I will take the remnant of Judah that have
set their faces to go into the land of Egypt
to live there, and theywill all be consumed.

They will fall in the land of Egypt. They
will be consumed by the sword and by the
famine. They will die, from the least even
to the greatest, by the sword and by the
famine. They will be an object of horror,
an astonishment, a curse, and a reproach.
13 For I will punish those who dwell in the
landofEgypt, as Ihavepunished Jerusalem,
by the sword, by the famine, and by the
pestilence; 14 so that none of the remnant of
Judah,whohave gone into the landof Egypt
to live there, will escape or be left to return
into the land of Judah, to which they have
a desire to return to dwell there; for no one
will return except those whowill escape.’ ”

15 Then all the men who knew that their
wives burned incense to other gods, and all
the women who stood by, a great assembly,
even all the people who lived in the land
of Egypt, in Pathros, answered Jeremiah,
saying, 16 “As for the word that you have
spoken to us in the LORD’s name, we will
not listen to you. 17 But we will certainly
perform every word that has gone out of
our mouth, to burn incense to the queen of
the sky and to pour out drink offerings to
her, as we have done, we and our fathers,
our kings and our princes, in the cities of
Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem; for
then we had plenty of food, and were well,
and saw no evil. 18 But since we stopped
burning incense to thequeenof the sky, and
pouring out drink offerings to her, we have
lacked all things, and have been consumed
by the sword and by the famine.”

19 The women said, “When we burned
incense to the queen of the sky and poured
out drink offerings to her, did we make her
cakes to worship her, and pour out drink
offerings to her, without our husbands?”

20 Then Jeremiah said to all the people—
to the men and to the women, even to all
the people who had given him an answer,
saying, 21 “The incense that you burned in
the cities of Judah, and in the streets of
Jerusalem, youandyour fathers, yourkings
and your princes, and the people of the
land, didn’t the LORD remember them, and
didn’t it come into his mind? 22 Thus the
LORD could no longer bear it, because of
the evil of your doings and because of the
abominations which you have committed.
Therefore your land has become a desola-
tion, an astonishment, and a curse, with-
out inhabitant, as it is today. 23 Because
you have burned incense and because you
have sinned against the LORD, and have
not obeyed the LORD’s voice, nor walked in
his law, nor in his statutes, nor in his testi-
monies; therefore this evil has happened to
you, as it is today.”
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24Moreover Jeremiah said to all the peo-
ple, including all the women, “Hear the
LORD’s word, all Judah who are in the land
of Egypt! 25 The LORD of Armies, the God
of Israel, says, ‘You and your wives have
both spoken with your mouths, and with
your hands have fulfilled it, saying, “We
will surely perform our vows that we have
vowed, to burn incense to the queen of the
sky, and to pour out drink offerings to her.”

“ ‘Establish then your vows, and perform
your vows.’

26 “Therefore hear the LORD’s word, all
Judah who dwell in the land of Egypt: ‘Be-
hold, I have sworn by my great name,’ says
the LORD, ‘that my name will no more be
named in the mouth of any man of Judah
in all the land of Egypt, saying, “As the Lord
GOD lives.” 27Behold, Iwatch over them for
evil, and not for good; and all the men of
Judah who are in the land of Egypt will be
consumed by the sword and by the famine,
until they are all gone. 28Those who escape
the sword will return out of the land of
Egypt into the land of Judah few in num-
ber. All the remnant of Judah, who have
gone into the land of Egypt to live there,
will know whose word will stand, mine or
theirs.

29 “ ‘This will be the sign to you,’ says
the LORD, ‘that I will punish you in this
place, that you may know that my words
will surely stand against you for evil.’ 30The
LORD says, ‘Behold, I will give Pharaoh
Hophra king of Egypt into the hand of his
enemies and into the hand of those who
seek his life, just as I gave Zedekiah king
of Judah into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon, who was his enemy and
sought his life.’ ”

45
1 The message that Jeremiah the prophet

spoke to Baruch the son of Neriah, when he
wrote these words in a book at the mouth
of Jeremiah, in the fourth year of Jehoiakim
the son of Josiah, king of Judah, saying,
2 “The LORD, the God of Israel, says to you,
Baruch: 3 ‘You said, “Woe is me now! For
the LORD has added sorrow to my pain! I
am weary with my groaning, and I find no
rest.” ’

4 “You shall tell him, the LORD says: ‘Be-
hold, that which I have built, I will break
down, and that which I have planted I will
pluck up; and this in the whole land. 5 Do
you seek great things for yourself? Don’t
seek them; for, behold, I will bring evil on

all flesh,’ says the LORD, ‘but I will let you
escape with your life wherever you go.’ ”

46
1 The LORD’s word which came to

Jeremiah the prophet concerning the
nations.

2 Of Egypt: concerning the army of
PharaohNecoh king of Egypt, whichwas by
the river Euphrates in Carchemish, which
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon struck in
the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of
Josiah, king of Judah.
3 “Prepare the buckler and shield,

and draw near to battle!
4Harness the horses, and get up, you horse-

men,
and stand upwith your helmets.

Polish the spears,
put on the coats of mail.

5Why have I seen it?
They are dismayed and are turned
backward.

Their mighty ones are beaten down,
have fled in haste,
and don’t look back.

Terror is on every side,”
says the LORD.

6 “Don’t let the swift flee away,
nor themighty man escape.

In the north by the river Euphrates
they have stumbled and fallen.

7 “Who is this who rises up like the Nile,
like rivers whose waters surge?

8Egypt rises up like the Nile,
like rivers whose waters surge.

He says, ‘Iwill rise up. Iwill cover the earth.
I will destroy cities and its inhabitants.’

9Go up, you horses!
Rage, you chariots!

Let themighty men go out:
Cush and Put, who handle the shield;
and the Ludim, who handle and bend
the bow.

10For that day is of theLord, GODofArmies,
a day of vengeance,
that he may avenge himself of his ad-
versaries.

The sword will devour and be satiated,
and will drink its fill of their blood;
for the Lord, GOD* of Armies, has a
sacrifice in the north country by the
river Euphrates.

11 Go up into Gilead, and take balm, virgin
daughter of Egypt.

You usemanymedicines in vain.
There is no healing for you.

12The nations have heard of your shame,
* 46:10 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew
“”, usually pronounced Yahweh).
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and the earth is full of your cry;
for the mighty man has stumbled
against the mighty,

they both fall together.”
13 The word that the LORD spoke to

Jeremiah the prophet, how that Nebuchad-
nezzar king of Babylon should come and
strike the land of Egypt:
14 “Declare in Egypt,

publish inMigdol,
and publish in Memphis and in Tah-
panhes;

say, ‘Stand up, and prepare,
for the sword has devoured around
you.’

15Why are your strong ones swept away?
They didn’t stand, because the LORD
pushed them.

16Hemademany to stumble.
Yes, they fell on one another.

They said, ‘Arise! Let’s go again to our own
people,

and to the land of our birth,
from the oppressing sword.’

17 They cried there, ‘Pharaoh king of Egypt
is but a noise;

he has let the appointed time pass by.’
18 “As I live,” says the King,

whose name is the LORD of Armies,
“surely like Tabor among themountains,

and like Carmel by the sea,
so he will come.

19You daughter who dwells in Egypt,
furnish yourself to go into captivity;

for Memphis will become a desolation,
and will be burned up,
without inhabitant.

20 “Egypt is a very beautiful heifer;
but destruction out of the north has
come.

It has come.
21 Also her hired men in the middle of her

are like calves of the stall,
for they also are turned back.
They have fled away together.

They didn’t stand,
for the day of their calamity has come
on them,

the time of their visitation.
22 Its soundwill go like the serpent,

for they will march with an army,
and come against her with axes, as
wood cutters.

23 They will cut down her forest,” says the
LORD,

“though it can’t be searched;
because they aremore than the locusts,

and are innumerable.

24 The daughter of Egypt will be disap-
pointed;

she will be delivered into the hand of
the people of the north.”

25 The LORD of Armies, the God of Israel,
says: “Behold, I will punish Amon of No,
and Pharaoh, and Egypt, with her gods and
her kings, even Pharaoh, and those who
trust in him. 26 I will deliver them into
the hand of those who seek their lives, and
into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon, and into the hand of his servants.
Afterwards it will be inhabited, as in the
days of old,” says the LORD.
27 “But don’t you be afraid, Jacob my ser-

vant.
Don’t be dismayed, Israel;

for, behold, I will save you from afar,
and your offspring from the land of
their captivity.

Jacob will return,
and will be quiet and at ease.
No one will make him afraid.

28Don’t be afraid, O Jacobmy servant,” says
the LORD,

“for I amwith you;
for I will make a full end of all the
nations where I have driven you,

but I will not make a full end of you,
but I will correct you inmeasure,
and will in no way leave you unpun-
ished.”

47
1The LORD’s word that came to Jeremiah

the prophet concerning the Philistines, be-
fore Pharaoh struck Gaza.

2The LORD says:
“Behold, waters rise up out of the north,

and will become an overflowing
stream,

and will overflow the land and all that is
therein,

the city and those who dwell therein.
Themenwill cry,

and all the inhabitants of the land will
wail.

3At the noise of the stamping of the hoofs of
his strong ones,

at the rushing of his chariots,
at the rumbling of his wheels,

the fathers don’t look back for their chil-
dren

because their hands are so feeble,
4 because of the day that comes to destroy

all the Philistines,
to cut off from Tyre and Sidon every
helper who remains;

for the LORDwill destroy the Philistines,
the remnant of the isle of Caphtor.

5Baldness has come on Gaza;
Ashkelon is brought to nothing.
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You remnant of their valley,
how long will you cut yourself?

6 “ ‘You sword of the LORD, how long will it
be before you are quiet?

Put yourself back into your scabbard;
rest, and be still.’

7 “How can you be quiet,
since the LORD has given you a com-
mand?

AgainstAshkelon, andagainst the seashore,
there he has appointed it.”

48
1Of Moab. The LORD of Armies, the God

of Israel, says:
“Woe to Nebo!

For it is laid waste.
Kiriathaim is disappointed.

It is taken.
Misgab* is put to shame

and broken down.
2The praise of Moab is nomore.

In Heshbon they have devised evil
against her:

‘Come! Let’s cut her off from being a
nation.’

You also, Madmen, will be brought to si-
lence.

The sword will pursue you.
3The sound of a cry fromHoronaim,

desolation and great destruction!
4Moab is destroyed.

Her little ones have caused a cry to be
heard.

5For they will go up by the ascent of Luhith
with continual weeping.

For at the descent of Horonaim they
have heard the distress of the cry of
destruction.

6Flee! Save your lives!
Be like the juniper bush in the wilder-
ness.

7 For, because you have trusted in your
works and in your treasures,

you also will be taken.
Chemosh will go out into captivity,

his priests and his princes together.
8The destroyer will come on every city,

and no city will escape;
the valley also will perish,

and the plain will be destroyed, as the
LORD has spoken.

9Give wings to Moab,
that shemay fly and get herself away:

and her cities will become a desolation,
without anyone to dwell in them.

10 “Cursed is he who does the work of the
LORD negligently;

and cursed is he who keeps back his
sword from blood.

11 “Moab has been at ease from his youth,
and he has settled on his dregs,

and has not been emptied from vessel to
vessel,

neither has he gone into captivity;
therefore his taste remains in him,

and his scent is not changed.
12 Therefore behold, the days come,” says

the LORD,
“that I will send to him those who pour
off,

and they will pour him off;
and they will empty his vessels,
and break their containers in pieces.

13Moabwill be ashamed of Chemosh,
as the house of Israel was ashamed of
Bethel, their confidence.

14 “How do you say, ‘We aremighty men,
and valiant men for the war’?

15Moab is laid waste,
and they have gone up into his cities,
and his chosen young men have gone
down to the slaughter,”

says the King, whose name is the LORD
of Armies.

16 “The calamity of Moab is near to come,
and his affliction hurries fast.

17 All you who are around him, bemoan
him;

and all you who know his name, say,
‘How the strong staff is broken,

the beautiful rod!’
18 “You daughter who dwells in Dibon,

come down from your glory,
and sit in thirst;

for the destroyer of Moab has come up
against you.

He has destroyed your strongholds.
19 Inhabitant of Aroer, stand by theway and

watch.
Ask him who flees, and her who es-
capes;

say, ‘What has been done?’
20Moab is disappointed;

for it is broken down.
Wail and cry!

Tell it by the Arnon, that Moab is laid
waste.

21 Judgment has come on the plain coun-
try—

on Holon, on Jahzah, onMephaath,
22 on Dibon, on Nebo, on Beth Diblath-
aim,

23 on Kiriathaim, on Beth Gamul, on
BethMeon,

24on Kerioth, on Bozrah,
* 48:1 or, The stronghold
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and on all the cities of the land ofMoab,
far or near.

25The horn of Moab is cut off,
and his arm is broken,” says the LORD.

26 “Make him drunk,
for he magnified himself against the
LORD.

Moabwill wallow in his vomit,
and he also will be in derision.

27For wasn’t Israel a derision to you?
Was he found among thieves?

For as often as you speak of him,
you shake your head.

28You inhabitants of Moab, leave the cities,
and dwell in the rock.

Be like the dove that makes her nest
over themouth of the abyss.

29 “We have heard of the pride of Moab.
He is very proud in his loftiness, his
pride,

his arrogance, and the arrogance of his
heart.

30 I know his wrath,” says the LORD, “that it
is nothing;

his boastings have done nothing.
31Therefore I will wail for Moab.

Yes, I will cry out for all Moab.
They will mourn for the men of Kir
Heres.

32Withmore than the weeping of Jazer
I will weep for you, vine of Sibmah.

Your branches passed over the sea.
They reached even to the sea of Jazer.

The destroyer has fallen on your summer
fruits

and on your vintage.
33Gladness and joy is taken away from the

fruitful field
and from the land of Moab.

I have caused wine to cease from the wine
presses.

No one will tread with shouting.
The shouting will be no shouting.

34From the cry of Heshbon even to Elealeh,
even to Jahaz they have uttered their
voice,

from Zoar even to Horonaim, to Eglath
Shelishiyah;

for the waters of Nimrim will also be-
come desolate.

35Moreover I will cause to cease in Moab,”
says the LORD,

“himwho offers in the high place,
and himwhoburns incense to his gods.

36Therefore my heart sounds for Moab like
flutes,

and my heart sounds like flutes for the
men of Kir Heres.

Therefore the abundance that he has
gotten has perished.

37For every head is bald,
and every beard clipped.

There are cuttings on all the hands,
and sackcloth on the waist.

38On all the housetops of Moab,
and in its streets, there is lamentation
everywhere;

for I have broken Moab like a vessel
in which no one delights,” says the
LORD.

39 “How it is broken down!
How they wail!

HowMoabhas turned thebackwith shame!
So will Moab become a derision
anda terror toallwhoarearoundhim.”

40For the LORD says: “Behold, he will fly as
an eagle,

and will spread out his wings against
Moab.

41Kerioth is taken,
and the strongholds are seized.

Theheart of themightymenofMoabat that
day

will be as the heart of a woman in her
pangs.

42Moabwill be destroyed frombeing a peo-
ple,

because he has magnified himself
against the LORD.

43Terror, the pit, and the snare are on you,
inhabitant of Moab,” says the LORD.

44“Hewhoflees from the terrorwill fall into
the pit;

and hewho gets up out of the pitwill be
taken in the snare,

for I will bring on him, even onMoab,
the year of their visitation,” says the
LORD.

45 “Those who fled stand without strength
under the shadow of Heshbon;

for a fire has gone out of Heshbon,
and a flame from themiddle of Sihon,

and has devoured the corner of Moab,
and the crownof the head of the tumul-
tuous ones.

46Woe to you, OMoab!
The people of Chemosh are undone;

for your sons are taken away captive,
and your daughters into captivity.

47 “Yet Iwill reverse the captivity ofMoab in
the latter days,”

says the LORD.
Thus far is the judgment of Moab.

49
1 Of the children of Ammon. The LORD

says:
“Has Israel no sons?

Has he no heir?
Why then does Malcam possess Gad,
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and his people dwell in its cities?
2Therefore behold, the days come,”

says the LORD,
“that I will cause an alarm of war to be

heard against Rabbah of the children
of Ammon,

and it will become a desolate heap,
and her daughters will be burned with
fire;

then Israel will possess those who pos-
sessed him,”

says the LORD.
3 “Wail, Heshbon, for Ai is laid waste!

Cry, you daughters of Rabbah!
Clothe yourself in sackcloth.

Lament, and runback and forth among
the fences;

for Malcamwill go into captivity,
his priests and his princes together.

4Why do you boast in the valleys,
yourflowing valley, backslidingdaugh-
ter?

You trusted in her treasures,
saying, ‘Whowill come tome?’

5Behold, I will bring a terror on you,”
says the Lord, GOD of Armies,

“from all who are around you.
All of youwill bedrivencompletelyout,
and there will be no one to gather to-
gether the fugitives.

6 “But afterward I will reverse the captivity
of the children of Ammon,”

says the LORD.

7Of Edom, the LORD of Armies says:
“Is wisdom nomore in Teman?

Has counsel perished from the pru-
dent?

Has their wisdom vanished?
8Flee! Turn back!

Dwell in the depths, inhabitants of
Dedan;

for I will bring the calamity of Esau on
himwhen I visit him.

9 If grape gatherers came to you,
would they not leave some gleaning
grapes?

If thieves came by night,
wouldn’t they steal until they had
enough?

10But I havemade Esau bare,
I have uncovered his secret places,
and he will not be able to hide himself.

His offspring is destroyed,
with his brothers and his neighbors;
and he is nomore.

11Leave your fatherless children.
I will preserve them alive.
Let your widows trust in me.”

12 For the LORD says: “Behold, they to
whom it didn’t pertain to drink of the cup

will certainly drink; and are you he who
will altogether go unpunished? You won’t
go unpunished, but you will surely drink.
13 For I have sworn by myself,” says the
LORD, “that Bozrah will become an aston-
ishment, a reproach, a waste, and a curse.
All its cities will be perpetual wastes.”
14 I have heard news from the LORD,

and an ambassador is sent among the
nations,

saying, “Gather yourselves together!
Come against her!
Rise up to the battle!”

15 “For, behold, I have made you small
among the nations,

and despised amongmen.
16As for your terror,

the pride of your heart has deceived
you,

O you who dwell in the clefts of the rock,
who hold the height of the hill,

though you should make your nest as high
as the eagle,

I will bring you down from there,” says
the LORD.

17 “Edomwill become an astonishment.
Everyone who passes by it will be as-
tonished,

and will hiss at all its plagues.
18As in theoverthrowofSodomandGomor-

rah and its neighbor cities,” says the
LORD,

“nomanwill dwell there,
neither will any son of man live
therein.

19 “Behold, he will come up like a lion from
the pride of the Jordan against the
strong habitation;

for I will suddenly make them run
away from it,

and whoever is chosen,
I will appoint him over it.

For who is like me?
Whowill appoint me a time?
Who is the shepherd who will stand
before me?”

20 Therefore hear the counsel of the LORD,
that he has taken against Edom,

and his purposes that he has purposed
against the inhabitants of Teman:

Surely they will drag them away,
the little ones of the flock.
Surely he will make their habitation
desolate over them.

21 The earth trembles at the noise of their
fall;

there is a cry, the noise which is heard
in the Red Sea.

22 Behold, he will come up and fly as the
eagle,
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and spread out his wings against
Bozrah.

The heart of the mighty men of Edom
at that day will be as the heart of a
woman in her pangs.

23Of Damascus:
“Hamath and Arpad are confounded,

for they have heard evil news.
They havemelted away.

There is sorrow on the sea.
It can’t be quiet.

24Damascus has grown feeble,
she turns herself to flee,
and trembling has seized her.

Anguish and sorrows have taken hold of
her,

as of a woman in travail.
25How is the city of praise not forsaken,

the city of my joy?
26 Therefore her young men will fall in her

streets,
and all the men of war will be brought
to silence in that day,”

says the LORD of Armies.
27 “I will kindle a fire in the wall of Damas-

cus,
and it will devour the palaces of Ben
Hadad.”

28 Of Kedar, and of the kingdoms of Ha-
zor, which Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon struck, The LORD says:

“Arise, go up to Kedar,
and destroy the children of the east.

29Theywill take their tents and their flocks.
they will carry away for themselves
their curtains,

all their vessels, and their camels;
and they will cry to them, ‘Terror on
every side!’

30Flee!
Wander far off!

Dwell in the depths, you inhabitants of Ha-
zor,” says the LORD;

“for Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
has taken counsel against you,

and has conceived a purpose against
you.

31Arise! Go up to a nation that is at ease,
that dwells without care,” says the
LORD;

“that has neither gates nor bars,
that dwells alone.

32Their camels will be a booty,
and the multitude of their livestock a
plunder.

Iwill scatter to allwinds thosewhohave the
corners of their beards cut off;

and I will bring their calamity from
every side of them,”

says the LORD.

33Hazor will be a dwelling place of jackals,
a desolation forever.

Nomanwill dwell there,
neither will any son of man live
therein.”

34TheLORD’sword that came to Jeremiah
the prophet concerning Elam, in the begin-
ning of the reign of Zedekiah king of Judah,
saying, 35 “The LORD of Armies says:
‘Behold, I will break the bow of Elam,

the chief of their might.
36 I will bring on Elam the four winds from

the four quarters of the sky,
and will scatter them toward all those
winds.

There will be no nation where the out-
casts of Elamwill not come.

37 I will cause Elam to be dismayed before
their enemies,

and before those who seek their life.
I will bring evil on them, even my fierce

anger,’ says the LORD;
‘and I will send the sword after them,
until I have consumed them.

38 I will set my throne in Elam,
and will destroy from there king and
princes,’ says the LORD.

39 ‘But it will happen in the latter days
that Iwill reverse the captivity ofElam,’
says the LORD.”

50
1The word that the LORD spoke concern-

ing Babylon, concerning the land of the
Chaldeans, by Jeremiah the prophet.
2 “Declare among the nations and publish,

and set up a standard;
publish, and don’t conceal;

say, ‘Babylon has been taken,
Bel is disappointed,
Merodach is dismayed!

Her images are disappointed.
Her idols are dismayed.’

3 For a nation comes up out of the north
against her,

which will make her land desolate,
and no one will dwell in it.

They have fled.
They are gone,
bothman and animal.

4 “In those days, and in that time,” says the
LORD,

“the children of Israel will come,
they and the children of Judah to-
gether;

they will go on their way weeping,
and will seek the LORD their God.

5 They will inquire concerning Zion with
their faces turned toward it,
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saying, ‘Come, and join yourselves to
the LORD in an everlasting covenant

that will not be forgotten.’
6My people have been lost sheep.

Their shepherds have caused them to
go astray.

They have turned them away on themoun-
tains.

They have gone frommountain to hill.
Theyhave forgotten their restingplace.

7All who found them have devoured them.
Their adversaries said, ‘We are not
guilty,

because theyhave sinnedagainst theLORD,
the habitation of righteousness,
even the LORD, the hope of their fa-
thers.’

8 “Flee out of themiddle of Babylon!
Go out of the land of the Chaldeans,
and be as the male goats before the
flocks.

9For, behold, I will stir up
and cause to come up against Babylon
a company of great nations from the
north country;

and they will set themselves in array
against her.

She will be taken from there.
Their arrows will be as of an expert
mighty man.

None of themwill return in vain.
10Chaldea will be a prey.

All who prey on her will be satisfied,”
says the LORD.

11 “Because you are glad,
because you rejoice,

O you who plunder my heritage,
because youarewantonas aheifer that
treads out the grain,

and neigh as strong horses,
12yourmotherwill be utterly disappointed.

She who bore you will be confounded.
Behold, she will be the least of the nations,

a wilderness, a dry land, and a desert.
13Because of the LORD’swrath shewon’t be

inhabited,
but she will be wholly desolate.

Everyone who goes by Babylon will be as-
tonished,

and hiss at all her plagues.
14 Set yourselves in array against Babylon

all around,
all you who bend the bow;
shoot at her.

Spare no arrows,
for she has sinned against the LORD.

15 Shout against her all around.
She has submitted herself.
Her bulwarks have fallen.

Her walls have been thrown down,

for it is the vengeance of the LORD.
Take vengeance on her.

As she has done, do to her.
16Cut off the sower from Babylon,

and him who handles the sickle in the
time of harvest.

For fear of the oppressing sword,
they will each return to their own peo-
ple,

and they will each flee to their own
land.

17 “Israel is a hunted sheep.
The lions have driven him away.

First, the king of Assyria devoured him,
and now at last Nebuchadnezzar king
of Babylon has broken his bones.”

18Therefore the LORD of Armies, the God
of Israel, says:
“Behold, I will punish the king of Babylon

and his land,
as I have punished the king of Assyria.

19 I will bring Israel again to his pasture,
andhewill feed onCarmel andBashan.
His soul will be satisfied on the hills of
Ephraim and in Gilead.

20 In those days, and in that time,” says the
LORD,

“the iniquity of Israelwill be sought for,
and there will be none,

also the sins of Judah,
and they won’t be found;
for I will pardon themwhom I leave as
a remnant.

21 “Go up against the land of Merathaim,
even against it, and against the inhabi-
tants of Pekod.

Kill andutterlydestroyafter them,” says the
LORD,

“and do according to all that I have
commanded you.

22A sound of battle is in the land,
and of great destruction.

23Howthehammerof thewhole earth is cut
apart and broken!

How Babylon has become a desolation
among the nations!

24 I have laid a snare for you,
and you are also taken, Babylon,
and youweren’t aware.

You are found,
and also caught,
because you have fought against the
LORD.

25The LORD has opened his armory,
and has brought out theweapons of his
indignation;
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for the Lord, GOD* of Armies, has
a work to do in the land of the
Chaldeans.

26 Come against her from the farthest bor-
der.

Open her storehouses.
Cast her up as heaps.

Destroy her utterly.
Let nothing of her be left.

27Kill all her bulls.
Let them go down to the slaughter.

Woe to them! For their day has come,
the time of their visitation.

28Listen to thosewho flee and escape out of
the land of Babylon,

to declare in Zion the vengeance of the
LORD our God,

the vengeance of his temple.
29 “Call together the archers against Baby-

lon,
all those who bend the bow.

Encamp against her all around.
Let none of it escape.

Pay her back according to her work.
According to all that she has done, do to
her;

for she has been proud against the LORD,
against the Holy One of Israel.

30 Therefore her young men will fall in her
streets.

All her men of war will be brought to
silence in that day,” says the LORD.

31 “Behold, I am against you, you proud
one,” says the Lord, GOD of Armies;

“for your day has come,
the time that I will visit you.

32The proud one will stumble and fall,
and no one will raise him up.

I will kindle a fire in his cities,
and it will devour all who are around
him.”

33 The LORD of Armies says: “The children
of Israel and the children of Judah
are oppressed together.

All who took them captive hold them
fast.

They refuse to let them go.
34Their Redeemer is strong.

The LORD of Armies is his name.
He will thoroughly plead their cause,

that hemay give rest to the earth,
and disquiet the inhabitants of Baby-
lon.

35 “A sword is on the Chaldeans,” says the
LORD,

“and on the inhabitants of Babylon,
on her princes,
and on her wise men.

36A sword is on the boasters,
and they will become fools.

A sword is on her mighty men,
and they will be dismayed.

37A sword is on their horses,
on their chariots,
and on all the mixed people who are in
themiddle of her;

and they will become as women.
A sword is on her treasures,

and they will be robbed.
38A drought is on her waters,

and they will be dried up;
for it is a land of engraved images,

and they aremad over idols.
39Therefore the wild animals of the desert

with the wolves will dwell there.
The ostriches will dwell therein.

It will be inhabited nomore forever,
neither will it be lived in from genera-
tion to generation.

40 As when God overthrew Sodom and Go-
morrah and its neighbor cities,” says
the LORD,

“so nomanwill dwell there,
neither will any son of man live
therein.

41 “Behold, a people comes from the north.
A great nation and many kings will be
stirredup fromtheuttermostpartsof
the earth.

42They take up bow and spear.
They are cruel, and have nomercy.
Their voice roars like the sea.

They ride on horses,
everyone set in array,
as a man to the battle,
against you, daughter of Babylon.

43 The king of Babylon has heard the news
of them,

and his hands become feeble.
Anguish has taken hold of him,

pains as of a woman in labor.
44Behold, the enemywill comeup likea lion

from the thickets of the Jordan against
the strong habitation;

for I will suddenly make them run
away from it.

Whoever is chosen,
I will appoint him over it,
for who is like me?

Whowill appoint me a time?
Who is the shepherd who can stand
before me?”

45Therefore hear the counsel of the LORD
that he has taken against Babylon;

and his purposes
* 50:25 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew
“”, usually pronounced Yahweh).
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thathehaspurposedagainst the landof
the Chaldeans:

Surely they will drag them away,
even the little ones of the flock.
Surely he will make their habitation
desolate over them.

46 The earth trembles at the noise of the
taking of Babylon.

The cry is heard among the nations.

51
1The LORD says:

“Behold, I will raise up against Babylon,
and against those who dwell in Lebka-
mai, a destroying wind.

2 I will send to Babylon strangers, who will
winnow her.

They will empty her land;
for in the day of trouble they will be
against her all around.

3 Against him who bends, let the archer
bend his bow,

also against himwho lifts himself up in
his coat of mail.

Don’t spare her youngmen!
Utterly destroy all her army!

4They will fall down slain in the land of the
Chaldeans,

and thrust through in her streets.
5For Israel is not forsaken, nor Judah, byhis

God,
by the LORD of Armies;
though their land is full of guilt against
the Holy One of Israel.

6 “Flee out of themiddle of Babylon!
Everyone save his own life!

Don’t be cut off in her iniquity,
for it is the time of the LORD’s
vengeance.

He will render to her a recompense.
7 Babylon has been a golden cup in the

LORD’s hand,
whomade all the earth drunk.

The nations have drunk of her wine;
therefore the nations have gonemad.

8Babylon has suddenly fallen and been de-
stroyed!

Wail for her!
Take balm for her pain.

Perhaps shemay be healed.

9 “Wewould have healed Babylon,
but she is not healed.

Forsake her,
and let’s each go into his own country;

for her judgment reaches to heaven,
and is lifted up even to the skies.

10 ‘The LORD has produced our righteous-
ness.

Come, and let’sdeclare inZion thework
of the LORD our God.’

11 “Make the arrows sharp!
Hold the shields firmly!

The LORD has stirred up the spirit of the
kings of the Medes,

becausehis purpose is against Babylon,
to destroy it;

for it is the vengeance of the LORD,
the vengeance of his temple.

12 Set up a standard against the walls of
Babylon!

Make the watch strong!
Set the watchmen,

and prepare the ambushes;
for the LORD has both purposed and done

that which he spoke concerning the in-
habitants of Babylon.

13 You who dwell on many waters, abun-
dant in treasures,

your end has come, the measure of
your covetousness.

14 The LORD of Armies has sworn by him-
self, saying,

‘Surely I will fill you withmen,
as with locusts,
and they will lift up a shout against
you.’

15 “He hasmade the earth by his power.
He has established the world by his
wisdom.

By his understanding he has stretched
out the heavens.

16When he utters his voice,
there is a roar ofwaters in the heavens,
and he causes the vapors to ascend
from the ends of the earth.

Hemakes lightning for the rain,
and brings the wind out of his trea-
suries.

17 “Everyman has become stupid andwith-
out knowledge.

Every goldsmith is disappointed by his
image,

for his molten images are falsehood,
and there is no breath in them.

18They are vanity,
a work of delusion.
In the time of their visitation, they will
perish.

19The portion of Jacob is not like these,
for he formed all things,
including the tribe of his inheritance.
The LORD of Armies is his name.

20 “You are my battle ax and weapons of
war.

With you I will break the nations into
pieces.

With you I will destroy kingdoms.
21With you I will break in pieces

the horse and his rider.
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22With you I will break in pieces
the chariot and himwho rides therein.

With you I will break in pieces
man andwoman.

With you I will break in pieces
the old man and the youth.

With you I will break in pieces
the youngman and the virgin.

23With you I will break in pieces
the shepherd and his flock.

With you I will break in pieces
the farmer and his yoke.

With you I will break in pieces
governors and deputies.

24 “I will render to Babylon and to all the
inhabitants of Chaldea all their evil that
they have done in Zion in your sight,” says
the LORD.
25 “Behold, I am against you, destroying

mountain,” says the LORD,
“which destroys all the earth.

I will stretch out my hand on you,
roll you down from the rocks,
andwill make you a burnedmountain.

26They won’t take a cornerstone from you,
nor a stone for foundations;
but you will be desolate forever,” says
the LORD.

27 “Set up a standard in the land!
Blow the trumpet among the nations!

Prepare the nations against her!
Call together against her the kingdoms
of Ararat, Minni, and Ashkenaz!

Appoint a marshal against her!
Cause the horses to come up as the
swarming locusts!

28Prepare against her the nations,
the kings of the Medes, its governors,
and all its deputies, and all the land
of their dominion!

29The land trembles and is in pain;
for the purposes of the LORD against
Babylon stand,

to make the land of Babylon a desola-
tion, without inhabitant.

30Themightymen of Babylon have stopped
fighting,

they remain in their strongholds.
Their might has failed.

They have become as women.
Her dwelling places are set on fire.

Her bars are broken.
31One runner will run to meet another,

and onemessenger to meet another,
to show theking of Babylon that his city
is taken on every quarter.

32 So the passages are seized.
They have burned the reeds with fire.
Themen of war are frightened.”

33 For the LORD of Armies, the God of
Israel says:

“The daughter of Babylon is like a threshing
floor at the time when it is trodden.

Yeta littlewhile, and the timeofharvest
comes for her.”

34 “Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon
has devouredme.

He has crushedme.
He has mademe an empty vessel.

He has, like amonster, swallowedme up.
He has filled his mouth withmy delica-
cies.

He has cast me out.
35 May the violence done to me and to my

flesh be on Babylon!”
the inhabitant of Zion will say; and,

“May my blood be on the inhabitants of
Chaldea!”

will Jerusalem say.

36Therefore the LORD says:
“Behold, I will plead your cause,

and take vengeance for you.
I will dry up her sea,

andmake her fountain dry.
37Babylon will become heaps,

a dwelling place for jackals,
an astonishment, and a hissing,
without inhabitant.

38They will roar together like young lions.
They will growl as lions’ cubs.

39When they are inflamed, Iwillmake their
feast,

and I will make them drunk,
that theymay rejoice,

and sleep a perpetual sleep,
and not wake up,” says the LORD.

40 “I will bring them down like lambs to the
slaughter,

like rams withmale goats.

41 “How Sheshach is taken!
How the praise of the whole earth is
seized!

How Babylon has become a desolation
among the nations!

42The sea has come up on Babylon.
She is covered with the multitude of its
waves.

43Her cities have become a desolation,
a dry land, and a desert,
a land in which noman dwells.
No son of man passes by it.

44 Iwill execute judgmentonBel inBabylon,
and I will bring out of his mouth that
which he has swallowed up.

The nations will not flow anymore to him.
Yes, the wall of Babylon will fall.

45 “My people, go away from the middle of
her,



Jeremiah 51:46 628 Jeremiah 52:6

and each of you save yourselves from
the LORD’s fierce anger.

46Don’t let your heart faint.
Don’t fear for the news that will be
heard in the land.

For news will come one year,
andafter that inanother yearnewswill
come,

and violence in the land,
ruler against ruler.

47 Therefore behold, the days come that
I will execute judgment on the en-
graved images of Babylon;

andherwhole landwill beconfounded.
All her slain will fall in the middle of
her.

48Then the heavens and the earth,
and all that is therein,

will sing for joy over Babylon;
for thedestroyerswill come toher from
the north,” says the LORD.

49 “As Babylon has caused the slain of Israel
to fall,

so the slain of all the land will fall at
Babylon.

50Youwho have escaped the sword, go!
Don’t stand still!

Remember the LORD from afar,
and let Jerusalem come into your
mind.”

51 “We are confounded
because we have heard reproach.

Confusion has covered our faces,
for strangers have come into the sanc-
tuaries of the LORD’s house.”

52 “Therefore behold, the days come,” says
the LORD,

“that I will execute judgment on her
engraved images;

and through all her land the wounded
will groan.

53 Though Babylon should mount up to the
sky,

and though she should fortify the
height of her strength,

yet destroyers will come to her from
me,” says the LORD.

54 “The sound of a cry comes from Babylon,
and of great destruction from the land
of the Chaldeans!

55For the LORD lays Babylon waste,
and destroys out of her the great voice!

Their waves roar like manywaters.
The noise of their voice is uttered.

56For the destroyer has come on her,
even on Babylon.

Her mighty men are taken.
Their bows are broken in pieces,

for the LORD is a God of retribution.
He will surely repay.

57 I will make her princes, her wise men,
her governors, her deputies, and her
mighty men drunk.

They will sleep a perpetual sleep,
and not wake up,”
says the King, whose name is the LORD
of Armies.

58The LORD of Armies says:
“The wide walls of Babylon will be utterly

overthrown.
Her high gateswill be burnedwith fire.

The peoples will labor for vanity,
and the nations for the fire;
and they will be weary.”

59 The word which Jeremiah the prophet
commanded Seraiah the son of Neriah,
the son of Mahseiah, when he went with
Zedekiah the king of Judah to Babylon in
the fourth year of his reign. Now Seraiah
was chief quartermaster. 60 Jeremiahwrote
in a book all the evil that should come on
Babylon, even all thesewords that arewrit-
ten concerning Babylon. 61 Jeremiah said to
Seraiah, “When you come to Babylon, then
see that you read all these words, 62 and
say, ‘LORD, you have spoken concerning
this place, to cut it off, that no onewill dwell
in it, neither man nor animal, but that it
will be desolate forever.’ 63 It will be, when
you have finished reading this book, that
you shall bind a stone to it, and cast it into
the middle of the Euphrates. 64 Then you
shall say, ‘Thus will Babylon sink, and will
not rise again because of the evil that I will
bring on her; and they will be weary.’ ”
Thus far are the words of Jeremiah.

52
1 Zedekiah was twenty-one years old

when he began to reign. He reigned eleven
years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name
was Hamutal the daughter of Jeremiah of
Libnah. 2 He did that which was evil in
the LORD’s sight, according to all that Je-
hoiakimhaddone. 3For through theLORD’s
anger this happened in Jerusalem and Ju-
dah, until he had cast them out from his
presence.
Zedekiah rebelled against the king of

Babylon. 4 In the ninth year of his reign,
in the tenth month, in the tenth day of
the month, Nebuchadnezzar king of Baby-
lon came, he and all his army, against
Jerusalem, and encamped against it; and
they built forts against it round about. 5 So
the citywas besieged to the eleventh year of
King Zedekiah.

6 In the fourth month, in the ninth day
of the month, the famine was severe in the
city, so that there was no bread for the
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people of the land. 7 Then a breach was
made in the city, and all the men of war
fled, and went out of the city by night by
the way of the gate between the two walls,
which was by the king’s garden. Now the
Chaldeans were against the city all around.
The men of war went toward the Arabah,
8but the armyof the Chaldeans pursued the
king, and overtook Zedekiah in the plains
of Jericho; and all his army was scattered
from him. 9 Then they took the king, and
carried him up to the king of Babylon to
Riblah in the land of Hamath; and he pro-
nounced judgment on him. 10 The king of
Babylon killed the sons of Zedekiah before
his eyes. He also killed all the princes of
Judah in Riblah. 11 He put out the eyes of
Zedekiah; and the king of Babylon bound
him in fetters, and carried him to Babylon,
and put him in prison until the day of his
death.

12 Now in the fifth month, in the tenth
day of the month, which was the nine-
teenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar, king
of Babylon, Nebuzaradan the captain of the
guard, who stood before the king of Baby-
lon, came into Jerusalem. 13 He burned
the LORD’s house, and the king’s house;
and all the houses of Jerusalem, even every
great house, he burned with fire. 14All the
army of the Chaldeans, who were with the
captain of the guard, broke down all the
walls of Jerusalem all around. 15Then Neb-
uzaradan the captain of the guard carried
away captive of the poorest of the people,
and the rest of the people who were left
in the city, and those who fell away, who
defected to the king of Babylon, and the rest
of the multitude. 16 But Nebuzaradan the
captainof theguard left of thepoorest of the
land to be vineyard keepers and farmers.

17 The Chaldeans broke the pillars of
bronze that were in the LORD’s house and
the bases and the bronze sea that were in
the LORD’s house in pieces, and carried all
of their bronze toBabylon. 18They also took
away the pots, the shovels, the snuffers, the
basins, the spoons, and all the vessels of
bronze with which they ministered. 19 The
captain of the guard took away the cups,
the fire pans, the basins, the pots, the lamp
stands, the spoons, and the bowls; that
which was of gold, as gold, and that which
was of silver, as silver.

20 They took the two pillars, the one sea,
and the twelve bronze bulls that were un-
der the bases, which King Solomon had
made for the LORD’s house. The bronze of

all these vessels was without weight. 21 As
for the pillars, the height of the one pillar
was eighteen cubits;* and a line of twelve
cubits encircled it; and its thickness was
four fingers. It was hollow. 22 A capital of
bronze was on it; and the height of the one
capital was five cubits,† with network and
pomegranates on the capital all around, all
of bronze. The second pillar also had the
same, with pomegranates. 23 There were
ninety-six pomegranates on the sides; all
thepomegranateswereonehundredon the
network all around.

24 The captain of the guard took Seraiah
the chief priest, and Zephaniah the second
priest, and the three keepers of the thresh-
old, 25 and out of the city he took an officer
whowas set over themenofwar; and seven
men of those who saw the king’s face, who
were found in the city; and the scribe of the
captain of the army, whomustered the peo-
ple of the land; and sixty men of the people
of the land, who were found in the middle
of the city. 26 Nebuzaradan the captain of
the guard took them, and brought them to
the king of Babylon to Riblah. 27The king of
Babylon struck them, andput them todeath
at Riblah in the land of Hamath.
So Judah was carried away captive out of

his land. 28This is the number of the people
whom Nebuchadnezzar carried away cap-
tive:
in the seventh year, three thousand twenty-
three Jews;
29 in the eighteenth year of Nebuchad-
nezzar, he carried away captive from
Jerusalem eight hundred thirty-two
persons;
30 in the twenty-third year ofNebuchadnez-
zar, Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard
carried away captive of the Jews sevenhun-
dred forty-five people.
All the people numbered four thousand six
hundred.

31 In the thirty-seventh year of the cap-
tivity of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the
twelfthmonth, in the twenty-fifthdayof the
month, Evilmerodach king of Babylon, in
the first year of his reign, lifted up the head
of Jehoiachin king of Judah, and released
him from prison. 32He spoke kindly to him,
and set his throne above the throne of the
kingswhowerewith him in Babylon, 33and
changed his prison garments. Jehoiachin
ate bread before him continually all the
days of his life. 34 For his allowance, there
was a continual allowance given himby the

* 52:21 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters. † 52:22 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18
inches or 46 centimeters.
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king of Babylon, every day a portion until
the day of his death, all the days of his life.
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The
Lamentations
of Jeremiah

1How the city sits solitary,
that was full of people!

She has become as a widow,
whowas great among the nations!

She who was a princess among the
provinces

has become a slave!

2 She weeps bitterly in the night.
Her tears are on her cheeks.

Among all her lovers
she has no one to comfort her.

All her friends have dealt treacherously
with her.

They have become her enemies.

3 Judah has gone into captivity because of
affliction

and because of great servitude.
She dwells among the nations.

She finds no rest.
All her persecutors overtook her in her
distress.

4The roads to Zionmourn,
because no one comes to the solemn
assembly.

All her gates are desolate.
Her priests sigh.

Her virgins are afflicted,
and she herself is in bitterness.

5Her adversaries have become the head.
Her enemies prosper;

for the LORD* has afflicted her for the mul-
titude of her transgressions.

Her young childrenhave gone into cap-
tivity before the adversary.

6All majesty has departed from the daugh-
ter of Zion.

Her princes have become like deer that
find no pasture.

They have gone without strength be-
fore the pursuer.

7 Jerusalem remembers in the days of her
affliction and of her miseries

all her pleasant things that were from
the days of old;

when her people fell into the hand of the
adversary,

and no one helped her.
The adversaries saw her.

Theymocked at her desolations.

8 Jerusalem has grievously sinned.
Therefore she has become unclean.

All who honored her despise her,
because they have seen her nakedness.
Yes, she sighs and turns backward.

9Her filthiness was in her skirts.
She didn’t remember her latter end.

Therefore she has come down astound-
ingly.

She has no comforter.
“See, LORD, my affliction;

for the enemy hasmagnified himself.”
10The adversaryhas spreadout his handon

all her pleasant things;
for she has seen that the nations have
entered into her sanctuary,

concerning whom you commanded
that they should not enter into your
assembly.

11All her people sigh.
They seek bread.
They have given their pleasant things
for food to refresh their soul.

“Look, LORD, and see,
for I have become despised.”

12 “Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by?
Look, and see if there is any sorrow like
my sorrow,

which is brought onme,
with which the LORD has afflicted me
in the day of his fierce anger.

13 “From on high has he sent fire into my
bones,

and it prevails against them.
He has spread a net for my feet.

He has turnedme back.
He hasmademe desolate and I faint all
day long.

14 “The yoke of my transgressions is bound
by his hand.

They are knit together.
They have come up onmy neck.
Hemademy strength fail.

The Lord† has delivered me into their
hands,

against whom I am not able to stand.

15“TheLordhas set atnothingallmymighty
menwithinme.

He has called a solemn assembly
against me to crushmy youngmen.

* 1:5 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”,
usually pronounced Yahweh). † 1:14 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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The Lord has trodden the virgin daugh-
ter of Judah as in a wine press.

16 “For these things I weep.
My eye, my eye runs downwith water,
because the comforter who should re-
freshmy soul is far fromme.

My children are desolate,
because the enemy has prevailed.”

17Zion spreads out her hands.
There is no one to comfort her.

The LORD has commanded concerning Ja-
cob,

that those who are around him should
be his adversaries.

Jerusalem is among themasanunclean
thing.

18 “The LORD is righteous,
for I have rebelled against his com-
mandment.

Please hear all you peoples,
and seemy sorrow.
My virgins and my young men have
gone into captivity.

19 “I called for my lovers,
but they deceivedme.

My priests and my elders gave up the spirit
in the city,

while they sought food for themselves
to refresh their souls.

20 “Look, LORD; for I am in distress.
My heart is troubled.

My heart turns over withinme,
for I have grievously rebelled.

Abroad, the sword bereaves.
At home, it is like death.

21 “They have heard that I sigh.
There is no one to comfort me.

All my enemies have heard of my trouble.
They are glad that you have done it.

You will bring the day that you have pro-
claimed,

and they will be like me.

22 “Let all their wickedness come before
you.

Do to them as you have done to me for
all my transgressions.

For my sighs are many,
andmy heart is faint.

2
1How has the Lord covered the daughter

of Zion with a cloud in his anger!
He has cast the beauty of Israel down
from heaven to the earth,

andhasn’t rememberedhis footstool in
the day of his anger.

2 The Lord has swallowed up all the
dwellings of Jacob

without pity.
He has thrown down in his wrath the

strongholds of the daughter of Judah.
He has brought them down to the
ground.

He has profaned the kingdom and its
princes.

3Hehas cut offall thehornof Israel infierce
anger.

He has drawn back his right hand from
before the enemy.

He has burned up Jacob like a flaming fire,
which devours all around.

4He has bent his bow like an enemy.
He has stood with his right hand as an
adversary.

He has killed all that were pleasant to the
eye.

In the tent of the daughter of Zion, he
has poured out his wrath like fire.

5The Lord has become as an enemy.
He has swallowed up Israel.

He has swallowed up all her palaces.
He has destroyed his strongholds.
He has multiplied mourning and
lamentation in the daughter of
Judah.

6He has violently taken away his taberna-
cle,

as if it were a garden.
He has destroyed his place of assembly.

The LORDhas caused solemn assembly
and Sabbath to be forgotten in Zion.

In the indignation of his anger, he has
despised the king and the priest.

7The Lord has cast off his altar.
He has abhorred his sanctuary.

He has given the walls of her palaces into
the hand of the enemy.

They have made a noise in the LORD’s
house,

as in the day of a solemn assembly.

8TheLORDhaspurposed todestroy thewall
of the daughter of Zion.

He has stretched out the line.
He has not withdrawn his hand from
destroying;

He has made the rampart and wall lament.
They languish together.

9Her gates have sunk into the ground.
He has destroyed and broken her bars.

Her king and her princes are among the
nations where the law is not.
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Yes, her prophets find no vision from
the LORD.

10 The elders of the daughter of Zion sit on
the ground.

They keep silence.
They have cast up dust on their heads.

They have clothed themselves with
sackcloth.

The virgins of Jerusalem hang down
their heads to the ground.

11My eyes fail with tears.
My heart is troubled.

My bile is poured on the earth,
because of the destruction of the
daughter of my people,

because the young children and the in-
fants swoon in the streets of the city.

12They ask their mothers,
“Where is grain and wine?”
when they swoon as the wounded in
the streets of the city,

when their soul is poured out into their
mothers’ bosom.

13What shall I testify to you?
What shall I liken to you, daughter of
Jerusalem?

What shall I compare to you,
that Imaycomfort you, virgindaughter
of Zion?

For your breach is as big as the sea.
Who can heal you?

14Your prophets have seen false and foolish
visions for you.

They have not uncovered your iniq-
uity,

to reverse your captivity,
but have seen for you false revelations
and causes of banishment.

15All that pass by clap their hands at you.
They hiss and wag their head at the
daughter of Jerusalem, saying,

“Is this the city that men called ‘The perfec-
tion of beauty,

the joy of the whole earth’?”
16 All your enemies have opened their

mouth wide against you.
They hiss and gnash their teeth.
They say, “We have swallowed her up.

Certainly this is the day that we looked for.
We have found it.
We have seen it.”

17 The LORD has done that which he
planned.

He has fulfilled his word that he com-
manded in the days of old.

He has thrown down,
and has not pitied.

He has caused the enemy to rejoice over
you.

He has exalted the horn of your adver-
saries.

18Their heart cried to the Lord.
O wall of the daughter of Zion,
let tears run down like a river day and
night.

Give yourself no relief.
Don’t let your eyes rest.

19Arise, cry out in the night,
at the beginning of the watches!

Pour out your heart like water before the
face of the Lord.

Lift up your hands toward him for the
life of your young children,

who faint for hunger at the head of
every street.

20 “Look, LORD, and see to whom you have
done thus!

Should the women eat their offspring,
the children that they held and
bounced on their knees?

Should the priest and the prophet be
killed in the sanctuary of the Lord?

21 “The youth and the old man lie on the
ground in the streets.

My virgins and my young men have
fallen by the sword.

You have killed them in the day of your
anger.

You have slaughtered, and not pitied.

22“Youhave called, as in the day of a solemn
assembly, my terrors on every side.

There was no one that escaped or re-
mained in the day of the LORD’s
anger.

My enemyhas consumed thosewhom I
have cared for and brought up.

3
1 I am themanwho has seen affliction

by the rod of his wrath.
2 He has led me and caused me to walk in

darkness,
and not in light.

3 Surely he turns his hand against me
again and again all day long.

4He hasmademy flesh andmy skin old.
He has brokenmy bones.

5He has built against me,
and surrounded me with bitterness
and hardship.

6He hasmademe dwell in dark places,
as those who have been long dead.
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7He has walled me about, so that I can’t go
out.

He has mademy chain heavy.
8Yes, when I cry, and call for help,

he shuts out my prayer.
9He has walled upmyways with cut stone.

He has mademy paths crooked.

10He is to me as a bear lying in wait,
as a lion in hiding.

11He has turned awaymy path,
and pulledme in pieces.
He has mademe desolate.

12He has bent his bow,
and set me as amark for the arrow.

13He has caused the shafts of his quiver to
enter into my kidneys.

14 I have become a derision to all my
people,

and their song all day long.
15He has filledmewith bitterness.

He has stuffedmewith wormwood.

16He has also brokenmy teeth with gravel.
He has coveredmewith ashes.

17Youhave removedmy soul far away from
peace.

I forgot prosperity.
18 I said, “My strength has perished,

along with my expectation from the
LORD.”

19Remembermy affliction andmymisery,
the wormwood and the bitterness.

20My soul still remembers them,
and is bowed downwithinme.

21This I recall to mymind;
therefore I have hope.

22 It is because of the LORD’s loving kind-
nesses that we are not consumed,

because his mercies don’t fail.
23They are new everymorning.

Great is your faithfulness.
24 “The LORD is my portion,” says my soul.

“Therefore I will hope in him.”
25 The LORD is good to those who wait for

him,
to the soul who seeks him.

26 It is good that a man should hope
and quietlywait for the salvation of the
LORD.

27 It is good for a man that he bear the
yoke in his youth.

28Let him sit alone and keep silence,
because he has laid it on him.

29Let him put his mouth in the dust,
if it is so that there may be hope.

30Let him give his cheek to himwho strikes
him.

Let him be filled full of reproach.

31For the Lord will not cast off forever.
32For though he causes grief,
yet he will have compassion according
to the multitude of his loving kind-
nesses.

33For he does not afflict willingly,
nor grieve the children of men.

34 To crush under foot all the prisoners of
the earth,

35 to turnaway therightofamanbefore
the face of the Most High,

36 to subvert a man in his cause, the
Lord doesn’t approve.

37Who is he who says, and it comes to pass,
when the Lord doesn’t command it?

38 Doesn’t evil and good come out of the
mouth of the Most High?

39Why should a livingman complain,
a man for the punishment of his sins?

40Let us search and try our ways,
and turn again to the LORD.

41 Let’s lift up our heart with our hands to
God* in the heavens.

42 “We have transgressed and have re-
belled.

You have not pardoned.

43 “You have covered us with anger and
pursued us.

You have killed.
You have not pitied.

44You have covered yourself with a cloud,
so that no prayer can pass through.

45 You have made us an off-scouring and
refuse

in themiddle of the peoples.

46 “All our enemies have opened their
mouth wide against us.

47Terror and the pit have come on us,
devastation and destruction.”

48My eye runs downwith streams of water,
for the destruction of the daughter of
my people.

49My eye pours down
and doesn’t cease,
without any intermission,

50until the LORD looks down,
and sees from heaven.

51My eye affects my soul,
because of all the daughters of my city.

* 3:41 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is “” (Elohim).
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52 They have chased me relentlessly like a
bird,

those who are my enemies without
cause.

53They have cut offmy life in the dungeon,
and have cast a stone onme.

54Waters flowed over my head.
I said, “I am cut off.”

55 I called on your name, LORD,
out of the lowest dungeon.

56You heardmy voice:
“Don’t hide your ear frommy sighing,
andmy cry.”

57 You came near in the day that I called on
you.

You said, “Don’t be afraid.”
58 Lord, you have pleaded the causes of my

soul.
You have redeemedmy life.

59LORD, you have seenmywrong.
Judgemy cause.

60You have seen all their vengeance
and all their plans against me.

61You have heard their reproach, LORD,
and all their plans against me,

62 the lips of those that rose up against me,
and their plots against me all day long.

63You see their sitting downand their rising
up.

I am their song.
64Youwill pay them back, LORD,

according to the work of their hands.
65Youwill give them hardness of heart,

your curse to them.
66Youwill pursue them in anger,

anddestroy them fromunder the heav-
ens of the LORD.

4
1How the gold has become dim!

Themost pure gold has changed!
The stones of the sanctuary are poured out

at the head of every street.
2The precious sons of Zion,

comparable to fine gold,
how they are esteemed as earthen pitchers,

the work of the hands of the potter!
3Even the jackals offer their breast.

They nurse their young ones.
But the daughter of my people has become

cruel,
like the ostriches in the wilderness.

4 The tongue of the nursing child clings to
the roof of his mouth for thirst.

The young children ask for bread,
and no one breaks it for them.

5 Those who ate delicacies are desolate in
the streets.

Those who were brought up in purple
embrace dunghills.

6For the iniquity of the daughter ofmy peo-
ple is greater than the sin of Sodom,

whichwasoverthrownas in amoment.
No hands were laid on her.

7Her nobles were purer than snow.
They were whiter thanmilk.

Theyweremore ruddy in body than rubies.
Their polishing was like sapphire.

8Their appearance is blacker than a coal.
They are not known in the streets.

Their skin clings to their bones.
It is withered.
It has become like wood.

9 Those who are killed with the sword are
better than thosewho are killedwith
hunger;

for these pine away, stricken through,
for lack of the fruits of the field.

10 The hands of the pitiful women have
boiled their own children.

Theywere their food in the destruction
of the daughter of my people.

11The LORD has accomplished his wrath.
He has poured out his fierce anger.

He has kindled a fire in Zion,
which has devoured its foundations.

12The kings of the earth didn’t believe,
neither did all the inhabitants of the
world,

that the adversary and the enemy
would enter into the gates of
Jerusalem.

13 It is because of the sins of her prophets
and the iniquities of her priests,
that have shed the blood of the just in
themiddle of her.

14They wander as blindmen in the streets.
They are polluted with blood,
So thatmen can’t touch their garments.

15 “Go away!” they cried to them.
“Unclean! Go away! Go away! Don’t
touch!

When they fled away and wandered, men
said among the nations,

“They can’t live here anymore.”
16The LORD’s anger has scattered them.

He will not pay attention to them any
more.
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They didn’t respect the persons of the
priests.

They didn’t favor the elders.
17Our eyes still fail,

looking in vain for our help.
In our watchingwe havewatched for a
nation that could not save.

18They hunt our steps,
so that we can’t go in our streets.

Our end is near.
Our days are fulfilled,
for our end has come.

19 Our pursuers were swifter than the ea-
gles of the sky.

They chased us on themountains.
They set an ambush for us in the
wilderness.

20The breath of our nostrils,
the anointed of the LORD,
was taken in their pits;

of whomwe said,
under his shadow we will live among
the nations.

21Rejoice and be glad, daughter of Edom,
who dwells in the land of Uz.

The cup will pass through to you also.
You will be drunken,
and will make yourself naked.

22 The punishment of your iniquity is ac-
complished, daughter of Zion.

He will no more carry you away into
captivity.

He will visit your iniquity, daughter of
Edom.

He will uncover your sins.

5
1Remember, LORD, what has come on us.

Look, and see our reproach.
2 Our inheritance has been turned over to

strangers,
our houses to aliens.

3We are orphans and fatherless.
Ourmothers are as widows.

4Wemust pay for water to drink.
Our wood is sold to us.

5Our pursuers are on our necks.
We are weary, and have no rest.

6Wehave given our hands to the Egyptians,
and to the Assyrians, to be satisfied
with bread.

7Our fathers sinned, and are nomore.
We have borne their iniquities.

8 Servants rule over us.
There is no one to deliver us out of their
hand.

9We get our bread at the peril of our lives,

because of the sword in thewilderness.
10Our skin is black like an oven,

because of the burning heat of famine.
11They ravished the women in Zion,

the virgins in the cities of Judah.
12Princes were hanged up by their hands.

The faces of elders were not honored.
13The youngmen carrymillstones.

The children stumbled under loads of
wood.

14The elders have ceased from the gate,
and the youngmen from their music.

15The joy of our heart has ceased.
Our dance is turned into mourning.

16The crown has fallen from our head.
Woe to us, for we have sinned!

17For this our heart is faint.
For these things our eyes are dim:

18 for the mountain of Zion, which is deso-
late.

The foxes walk on it.
19You, LORD, remain forever.

Your throne is from generation to gen-
eration.

20Why do you forget us forever,
and forsake us for so long a time?

21Turn us to yourself, LORD, andwewill be
turned.

Renew our days as of old.
22But you have utterly rejected us.

You are very angry against us.
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The Book of
Ezekiel

1 Now in the thirtieth year, in the fourth
month, in thefifthdayof themonth, as Iwas
among the captives by the river Chebar, the
heavens were opened, and I saw visions of
God.*

2 In the fifth of the month, which was
the fifth year of King Jehoiachin’s captiv-
ity, 3 the LORD’s† word came to Ezekiel the
priest, the son of Buzi, in the land of the
Chaldeans by the river Chebar; and the
LORD’s handwas there on him.

4 I looked, and behold,‡ a stormy wind
came out of the north: a great cloud, with
flashing lightning, and a brightness around
it, andout of themiddle of it as itwere glow-
ingmetal, out of themiddle of the fire. 5Out
of its center came the likeness of four liv-
ing creatures. This was their appearance:
They had the likeness of a man. 6Everyone
had four faces, and each one of them had
four wings. 7 Their feet were straight feet.
The sole of their feet was like the sole of a
calf’s foot; and they sparkled like burnished
bronze. 8 They had the hands of a man
under their wings on their four sides. The
four of themhad their faces and theirwings
like this: 9 Their wings were joined to one
another. They didn’t turn when they went.
Each one went straight forward.

10 As for the likeness of their faces, they
had the face of aman. The four of themhad
the face of a lion on the right side. The four
of themhad the face of anoxon the left side.
The four of them also had the face of an
eagle. 11 Such were their faces. Their wings
were spread out above. Two wings of each
one touched another, and two covered their
bodies. 12 Each one went straight forward.
Where the spirit was to go, they went. They
didn’t turn when they went. 13 As for the
likeness of the living creatures, their ap-
pearancewas like burning coals of fire, like
the appearance of torches. The fire went
up and down among the living creatures.
The fire was bright, and lightning went out
of the fire. 14 The living creatures ran and
returned as the appearance of a flash of
lightning.

15 Now as I saw the living creatures, be-
hold, there was one wheel on the earth
beside the living creatures, for each of the
four faces of it. 16 The appearance of the
wheels and their work was like a beryl.

The four of them had one likeness. Their
appearance and their workwas as it were a
wheel within a wheel. 17When they went,
they went in their four directions. They
didn’t turn when they went. 18As for their
rims, they were high and dreadful; and the
four of them had their rims full of eyes all
around.

19 When the living creatures went, the
wheels went beside them. When the living
creatures were lifted up from the earth, the
wheels were lifted up. 20 Wherever the
spirit was to go, theywent. The spirit was to
go there. The wheels were lifted up beside
them; for the spirit of the living creature
was in the wheels. 21 When those went,
these went. When those stood, these stood.
When those were lifted up from the earth,
the wheels were lifted up beside them; for
the spirit of the living creature was in the
wheels.

22 Over the head of the living creature
there was the likeness of an expanse, like
an awesome crystal to look at, stretched
out over their heads above. 23 Under the
expanse, their wings were straight, one to-
ward the other. Each one had two which
covered on this side, and each one had two
which covered their bodies on that side.
24When theywent, I heard thenoiseof their
wings like the noise of great waters, like the
voice of the Almighty, a noise of tumult like
the noise of an army. When they stood, they
let down their wings.

25 There was a voice above the expanse
thatwasover theirheads. When they stood,
they let down their wings. 26 Above the
expanse that was over their heads was the
likeness of a throne, as the appearance of
a sapphire§ stone. On the likeness of the
thronewasa likenessas theappearanceofa
man on it above. 27 I saw as it were glowing
metal, as the appearance of firewithin it all
around, from the appearance of his waist
and upward; and from the appearance of
hiswaist anddownward I sawas itwere the
appearance of fire, and there was bright-
ness around him. 28 As the appearance
of the rainbow that is in the cloud in the
day of rain, so was the appearance of the
brightness all around.
Thiswas theappearanceof the likenessof

the LORD’s glory. When I saw it, I fell onmy
face, and I heard a voice of one that spoke.

2
1 He said to me, “Son of man, stand on

* 1:1 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is “” (Elohim). † 1:3 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or
“GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”, usually pronounced Yahweh). ‡ 1:4 “Behold”, from “”,
means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection. § 1:26 or, lapis lazuli
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your feet, and I will speak with you.” 2 The
Spirit entered intomewhenhe spoke tome,
and setme onmy feet; and I heard himwho
spoke to me.

3 He said to me, “Son of man, I send
you to the children of Israel, to a nation
of rebels who have rebelled against me.
They and their fathers have transgressed
against me even to this very day. 4 The
children are impudent and stiff-hearted. I
am sending you to them, and you shall tell
them, ‘This is what the Lord* GOD says.’
5 They, whether they will hear, or whether
they will refuse—for they are a rebellious
house—yet they will know that there has
been a prophet among them. 6 You, son
of man, don’t be afraid of them, neither
be afraid of their words, though briers and
thorns are with you, and you dwell among
scorpions. Don’t be afraid of their words,
nor be dismayed at their looks, though they
are a rebellious house. 7 You shall speak
my words to them, whether they will hear
or whether they will refuse; for they are
most rebellious. 8But you, son ofman, hear
what I tell you. Don’t be rebellious like that
rebellioushouse. Openyourmouth, andeat
that which I give you.”

9 When I looked, behold, a hand was
stretched out to me; and behold, a scroll
of a book was in it. 10 He spread it be-
fore me. It was written within and with-
out; and lamentations, mourning, and woe
were written in it.

3
1He said tome, “Son ofman, eatwhat you

find. Eat this scroll, and go, speak to the
house of Israel.”

2 So I opened my mouth, and he caused
me to eat the scroll.

3Hesaid tome, “Sonofman, eat this scroll
that I give you and fill your belly and your
bowels with it.”
Then I ate it. It was as sweet as honey in

mymouth.
4 He said to me, “Son of man, go to the

house of Israel, and speak my words to
them. 5For you are not sent to a people of a
strange speech and of a hard language, but
to thehouseof Israel— 6not tomanypeoples
of a strange speech and of a hard language,
whose words you can’t understand. Surely,
if I sent you to them, they would listen to
you. 7But the house of Israel will not listen
to you, for they will not listen to me; for all
the house of Israel are obstinate* and hard-
hearted. 8 Behold, I have made your face
hard against their faces, and your forehead
hard against their foreheads. 9 I havemade

your forehead as a diamond, harder than
flint. Don’t be afraid of them, neither be
dismayed at their looks, though they are a
rebellious house.”

10Moreover he said to me, “Son of man,
receive in your heart and hear with your
ears all my words that I speak to you. 11Go
to them of the captivity, to the children of
your people, and speak to them, and tell
them, ‘This is what the Lord GOD says,’
whether they will hear, or whether they
will refuse.”

12Then theSpirit liftedmeup, and Iheard
behind me the voice of a great rushing,
saying, “Blessed be the LORD’s glory from
his place.” 13 I heard the noise of the wings
of the living creatures as they touched one
another, and the noise of the wheels beside
them, even the noise of a great rushing.
14 So the Spirit lifted me up, and took me
away; and Iwent inbitterness, in theheat of
my spirit; and the LORD’s hand was strong
onme. 15Then I came to them of the captiv-
ity at Tel Avivwho lived by the river Chebar,
and to where they lived; and I sat there
overwhelmed among them seven days.

16 At the end of seven days, the LORD’s
word came to me, saying, 17 “Son of man,
I have made you a watchman to the house
of Israel. Therefore hear the word frommy
mouth, and warn them fromme. 18When I
tell thewicked, ‘Youwill surelydie;’ andyou
give himnowarning, nor speak towarn the
wicked fromhiswickedway, to savehis life,
that wickedmanwill die in his iniquity; but
I will require his blood at your hand. 19Yet
if youwarn thewicked, and he doesn’t turn
from his wickedness, nor from his wicked
way, hewill die in his iniquity; but youhave
delivered your soul.”

20 “Again, when a righteous man turns
from his righteousness and commits iniq-
uity, and I lay a stumbling block before him,
he will die. Because you have not given
him warning, he will die in his sin, and his
righteous deeds which he has done will not
be remembered; but Iwill require his blood
at your hand. 21 Nevertheless if you warn
the righteous man, that the righteous not
sin, and he does not sin, he will surely live,
because he took warning; and you have
delivered your soul.”

22The LORD’s handwas there onme; and
he said to me, “Arise, go out into the plain,
and I will talk with you there.”

23 Then I arose, and went out into the
plain, and behold, the LORD’s glory stood
there, like the glorywhich I sawby the river
Chebar. Then I fell onmy face.

* 2:4 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” * 3:7 Literally, have a hard forehead
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24Then the Spirit entered intome and set
me on my feet. He spoke with me, and said
tome, “Go, shut yourself inside your house.
25But you, son ofman, behold, theywill put
ropes on you, and will bind you with them,
and you will not go out among them. 26 I
will make your tongue stick to the roof of
your mouth so that you will be mute and
will not be able to correct them, for they
are a rebellious house. 27But when I speak
with you, I will open your mouth, and you
shall tell them, ‘This is what the Lord GOD
says.’ He who hears, let him hear; and he
who refuses, let him refuse; for they are a
rebellious house.”

4
1 “You also, son of man, take a tile, and

lay it before yourself, and portray on it a
city, even Jerusalem. 2 Lay siege against it,
build forts against it, and cast up a mound
against it. Also set camps against it and
plant battering rams against it all around.
3 Take for yourself an iron pan and set it
for a wall of iron between you and the city.
Then set your face toward it. It will be
besieged, and you shall lay siege against it.
This shall be a sign to the house of Israel.

4 “Moreover lie on your left side, and lay
the iniquity of the house of Israel on it. Ac-
cording to the number of the days that you
shall lie on it, you shall bear their iniquity.
5 For I have appointed the years of their
iniquity to be to you a number of days, even
three hundred ninety days. So you shall
bear the iniquity of the house of Israel.

6 “Again, when you have accomplished
these, you shall lie on your right side, and
shall bear the iniquityof thehouseof Judah.
I have appointed forty days, each day for
a year, to you. 7 You shall set your face
toward the siege of Jerusalem, with your
arm uncovered; and you shall prophesy
against it. 8Behold, I put ropes on you, and
you shall not turn yourself from one side to
the other, until you have accomplished the
days of your siege.

9 “Take for yourself also wheat, barley,
beans, lentils, millet, and spelt, and put
them in one vessel. Make bread of it. Ac-
cording to the number of the days that you
will lie on your side, even three hundred
ninety days, you shall eat of it. 10 Your
foodwhich you shall eat shall be byweight,
twenty shekels* a day. From time to time
you shall eat it. 11 You shall drink water
by measure, the sixth part of a hin.† From
time to time you shall drink. 12 You shall
eat it as barley cakes, and you shall bake it
in their sight with dung that comes out of

man.” 13The LORD said, “Even thuswill the
children of Israel eat their bread unclean,
among thenationswhere Iwill drive them.”

14Then I said, “Ah Lord GOD! Behold, my
soul has not been polluted; for from my
youth up even until now I have not eaten
of that which dies of itself, or is torn of
animals. No abominable meat has come
into mymouth!”

15 Then he said to me, “Behold, I have
given you cow’s dung for man’s dung, and
you shall prepare your bread on it.”

16Moreover he said to me, “Son of man,
behold, I will break the staff of bread in
Jerusalem. They will eat bread by weight,
andwith fearfulness. Theywill drinkwater
bymeasure, and in dismay; 17 that theymay
lackbreadandwater, bedismayedonewith
another, and pine away in their iniquity.

5
1 “You, son of man, take a sharp sword.

You shall take it as a barber’s razor to your-
self, and shall cause it to pass over your
head and over your beard. Then take bal-
ances toweigh and divide the hair. 2A third
part you shall burn in the fire in themiddle
of the city, when the days of the siege are
fulfilled. You shall take a third part, and
strikewith the swordaround it. A thirdpart
you shall scatter to thewind, and Iwill draw
out a sword after them. 3 You shall take a
small number of these and bind them in the
folds of your robe. 4Of these again you shall
take, and cast them into the middle of the
fire, andburn them in thefire. From it afire
will come out into all the house of Israel.

5 “The Lord GOD says: ‘This is Jerusalem.
I have set her in the middle of the na-
tions, and countries are around her. 6 She
has rebelled against my ordinances in do-
ing wickedness more than the nations, and
againstmy statutesmore than the countries
that are around her; for they have rejected
my ordinances, and as formy statutes, they
have not walked in them.’

7 “Therefore the Lord GOD says: ‘Because
you are more turbulent than the nations
that are around you, and have not walked
in my statutes, neither have kept my or-
dinances, neither have followed the ordi-
nances of the nations that are around you;
8 therefore the Lord GOD says: ‘Behold, I,
even I, am against you; and I will execute
judgments among you in the sight of the
nations. 9 I will do in you that which I have
not done, and which I will not do anything
like it any more, because of all your abom-
inations. 10 Therefore the fathers will eat
the sons within you, and the sons will eat

* 4:10 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. † 4:11 A hin is about 6.5 liters or 1.7 gallons.
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their fathers. I will execute judgments on
you; and I will scatter the whole remnant
of you to all the winds. 11 Therefore as I
live,’ says the Lord GOD, ‘surely, because
youhavedefiledmysanctuarywithall your
detestable things, and with all your abomi-
nations, therefore I will also diminish you.
My eye won’t spare, and I will have no
pity. 12A third part of you will die with the
pestilence, and they will be consumed with
famine within you. A third part will fall by
the sword around you. A third part I will
scatter to all the winds, and will draw out a
sword after them.

13 “ ‘Thusmy anger will be accomplished,
and I will cause my wrath toward them to
rest, and I will be comforted. They will
know that I, the LORD, have spoken in my
zeal, when I have accomplished my wrath
on them.

14 “ ‘Moreover I will make you a deso-
lation and a reproach among the nations
that are around you, in the sight of all that
pass by. 15 So it will be a reproach and a
taunt, an instruction and an astonishment,
to the nations that are around you, when
I execute judgments on you in anger and
in wrath, and in wrathful rebukes—I, the
LORD, have spoken it— 16 when I send on
them the evil arrows of famine that are for
destruction, which I will send to destroy
you. I will increase the famine on you and
will break your staff of bread. 17 I will send
on you famine and evil animals, and they
will bereave you. Pestilence and blood will
pass through you. I will bring the sword on
you. I, the LORD, have spoken it.’ ”

6
1 The LORD’s word came to me, saying,

2 “Son of man, set your face toward the
mountains of Israel, and prophesy to them,
3 and say, ‘You mountains of Israel, hear
the word of the Lord GOD! The Lord GOD
says to themountains and to the hills, to the
watercourses and to the valleys: “Behold, I,
even I, will bring a sword on you, and I will
destroy your high places. 4 Your altars will
become desolate, and your incense altars
will be broken. I will cast down your slain
men before your idols. 5 I will lay the dead
bodies of the children of Israel before their
idols. I will scatter your bones around your
altars. 6 In all your dwelling places, the
cities will be laid waste and the high places
will be desolate, so that your altars may
be laid waste and made desolate, and your
idols may be broken and cease, and your
incense altars may be cut down, and your
worksmaybe abolished. 7The slainwill fall
among you, and youwill know that I am the
LORD.

8 “ ‘ “Yet I will leave a remnant, in that
you will have some that escape the sword
among the nations, when you are scattered
through the countries. 9 Those of you that
escape will remember me among the na-
tions where they are carried captive, how
I have been broken with their lewd heart,
which has departed from me, and with
their eyes, which play the prostitute after
their idols. Then they will loathe them-
selves in their own sight for the evils which
they have committed in all their abomina-
tions. 10Theywill know that I am the LORD.
I have not said in vain that I would do this
evil to them.” ’

11 “The Lord GOD says: ‘Strike with your
hand, and stamp with your foot, and say,
“Alas!”, because of all the evil abominations
of thehouseof Israel; for theywill fall by the
sword, by the famine, andby the pestilence.
12Hewho is far offwill die of the pestilence.
He who is near will fall by the sword. He
who remains and is besiegedwill die by the
famine. Thus Iwill accomplishmywrathon
them. 13 You will know that I am the LORD
when their slainmen are among their idols
around their altars, on every high hill, on
all the tops of the mountains, under every
green tree, and under every thick oak—the
places where they offered pleasant aroma
toall their idols. 14 Iwill stretchoutmyhand
on them and make the land desolate and
waste, from the wilderness toward Diblah,
throughout all their habitations. Then they
will know that I am the LORD.’ ”

7
1Moreover the LORD’s word came to me,

saying, 2 “You, son of man, the Lord GOD
says to the land of Israel, ‘An end! The end
has come on the four corners of the land.
3Now the end is on you, and I will send my
anger on you, and will judge you according
to your ways. I will bring on you all your
abominations. 4My eye will not spare you,
neitherwill I have pity; but Iwill bring your
waysonyou, andyourabominationswill be
among you. Then you will know that I am
the LORD.’

5 “The Lord GOD says: ‘A disaster! A
unique disaster! Behold, it comes. 6An end
has come. The end has come! It awakes
against you. Behold, it comes. 7 Your doom
has come to you, inhabitant of the land!
The time has come! The day is near, a day
of tumult, and not of joyful shouting, on
the mountains. 8 Now I will shortly pour
out my wrath on you, and accomplish my
anger against you, and will judge you ac-
cording to yourways. I will bring on you all
your abominations. 9My eye won’t spare,
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neither will I have pity. I will punish you
according to yourways. Your abominations
will be amongyou. Thenyouwill know that
I, the LORD, strike.

10 “ ‘Behold, the day! Behold, it comes!
Your doom has gone out. The rod has blos-
somed. Pride has budded. 11 Violence has
risen up into a rod of wickedness. None of
them will remain, nor of their multitude,
nor of their wealth. There will be nothing
of value among them. 12The timehas come!
The day draws near. Don’t let the buyer
rejoice, nor the seller mourn; for wrath is
on all its multitude. 13 For the seller won’t
return to that which is sold, although they
are still alive; for the vision concerns the
whole multitude of it. None will return.
Nonewill strengthenhimself in the iniquity
of his life. 14They have blown the trumpet,
and havemade all ready; but no one goes to
the battle, for my wrath is on all its multi-
tude.

15 “ ‘The sword is outside, and the pesti-
lence and the famine within. He who is in
the field will die by the sword. He who is
in the city will be devoured by famine and
pestilence. 16But of those who escape, they
will escape and will be on the mountains
like doves of the valleys, all of them moan-
ing, everyone in his iniquity. 17 All hands
will be feeble, and all knees will be weak as
water. 18 They will also clothe themselves
with sackcloth, and horror will cover them.
Shame will be on all faces, and baldness on
all their heads. 19They will cast their silver
in the streets, and their gold will be as an
unclean thing. Their silver and their gold
won’t be able to deliver them in the day of
the LORD’s wrath. They won’t satisfy their
souls or fill their bellies; because it has been
the stumbling block of their iniquity. 20 As
for the beauty of his ornament, he set it in
majesty; but they made the images of their
abominations and their detestable things
therein. Therefore I have made it to them
as an unclean thing. 21 I will give it into
the hands of the strangers for a prey, and to
the wicked of the earth for a plunder; and
they will profane it. 22 I will also turn my
face from them, and they will profane my
secret place. Robbers will enter into it, and
profane it.

23 “ ‘Make chains, for the land is full of
bloody crimes, and the city is full of vio-
lence. 24 Therefore I will bring the worst
of the nations, and they will possess their
houses. I will also make the pride of the
strong to cease. Their holy places will
be profaned. 25 Destruction comes! They
will seek peace, and there will be none.
26 Mischief will come on mischief, and ru-
mor will be on rumor. They will seek

a vision of the prophet; but the law will
perish from the priest, and counsel from
the elders. 27 The king will mourn, and
the prince will be clothed with desolation.
The hands of the people of the land will be
troubled. I will do to them after their way,
and according to their own judgments Iwill
judge them. Then they will know that I am
the LORD.’ ”

8
1 In the sixth year, in the sixth month,

in the fifth day of the month, as I sat in
my house, and the elders of Judah sat be-
fore me, the Lord GOD’s hand fell on me
there. 2 Then I saw, and behold, a like-
ness as the appearance of fire—from the
appearance of his waist and downward,
fire, and from his waist and upward, as
the appearance of brightness, as it were
glowing metal. 3He stretched out the form
of a hand, and took me by a lock of my
head; and the Spirit lifted me up between
earth and the sky, and brought me in the
visions of God to Jerusalem, to the door of
the gate of the inner court that looks toward
the north, where there was the seat of the
image of jealousy, which provokes to jeal-
ousy. 4Behold, the glory of the God of Israel
was there, according to the appearance that
I saw in the plain.

5 Then he said to me, “Son of man, lift up
your eyes now the way toward the north.”
So I lifted upmy eyes the way toward the

north, and saw, northwardof the gate of the
altar this image of jealousy in the entry.

6He said to me, “Son of man, do you see
what they do? Even the great abominations
that the house of Israel commit here, that I
should go far off from my sanctuary? But
you will again see yet other great abomina-
tions.”

7He brought me to the door of the court;
and when I looked, behold, a hole in the
wall. 8Then he said to me, “Son of man, dig
now in the wall.”
When I had dug in the wall, I saw a door.
9He said tome, “Go in, and see thewicked

abominations that they do here.”
10 So I went in and looked, and saw every

form of creeping things, abominable ani-
mals, and all the idols of the house of Israel,
portrayed around on the wall. 11 Seventy
men of the elders of the house of Israel
stood before them. In the middle of them
Jaazaniah the son of Shaphan stood, every
man with his censer in his hand; and the
smell of the cloud of incense went up.

12 Then he said to me, “Son of man, have
you seen what the elders of the house of Is-
rael do in the dark, every man in his rooms
of imagery? For they say, ‘The LORDdoesn’t
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see us. The LORD has forsaken the land.’ ”
13 He said also to me, “You will again see
more of the great abominations which they
do.”

14 Then he brought me to the door of the
gate of the LORD’s housewhichwas toward
the north; and I saw the women sit there
weeping forTammuz. 15Thenhe said tome,
“Have you seen this, son of man? You will
again see yet greater abominations than
these.”

16He brought me into the inner court of
the LORD’s house; and I saw at the door of
the LORD’s temple, between the porch and
the altar, therewere about twenty-fivemen
with their backs toward the LORD’s temple
and their faces toward the east. They were
worshiping the sun toward the east.

17 Then he said to me, “Have you seen
this, son of man? Is it a light thing to the
house of Judah that they commit the abom-
inations which they commit here? For they
have filled the landwith violence, and have
turned again to provoke me to anger. Be-
hold, they put the branch to their nose.
18 Therefore I will also deal in wrath. My
eye won’t spare, neither will I have pity.
Though they cry in my ears with a loud
voice, yet I will not hear them.”

9
1 Then he cried in my ears with a loud

voice, saying, “Cause those who are in
charge of the city to draw near, each man
with his destroying weapon in his hand.”
2 Behold, six men came from the way of
the upper gate,which lies toward thenorth,
everymanwith his slaughterweapon inhis
hand. One man in the middle of them was
clothed in linen, with a writer’s inkhorn by
his side. They went in, and stood beside the
bronze altar.

3 The glory of the God of Israel went up
from the cherub, whereupon it was, to the
threshold of the house; and he called to the
man clothed in linen, who had the writer’s
inkhorn by his side. 4The LORD said to him,
“Go through the middle of the city, through
the middle of Jerusalem, and set a mark on
the foreheads of the men that sigh and that
cry over all the abominations that are done
within it.”

5To the others he said in my hearing, “Go
through the city after him, and strike. Don’t
let your eye spare, neither have pity. 6 Kill
utterly the old man, the young man, the
virgin, little children andwomen; but don’t
come near any man on whom is the mark.
Begin at my sanctuary.”
Then theybeganat the oldmenwhowere

before the house.

7He said to them, “Defile the house, and
fill the courts with the slain. Go out!”
They went out, and struck in the city.
8While they were killing, and I was left,

I fell on my face, and cried, and said, “Ah
Lord GOD! Will you destroy all the residue
of Israel in your pouring out of your wrath
on Jerusalem?”

9 Then he said to me, “The iniquity of the
house of Israel and Judah is exceedingly
great, and the land is full of blood, and the
city full of perversion; for they say, ‘The
LORD has forsaken the land, and the LORD
doesn’t see.’ 10As for me also, my eye won’t
spare, neither will I have pity, but I will
bring their way on their head.”

11 Behold, the man clothed in linen, who
had the inkhorn by his side, reported the
matter, saying, “I have done as you have
commandedme.”

10
1 Then I looked, and see, in the expanse

that was over the head of the cherubim
there appeared above them as it were a
sapphire* stone, as the appearance of the
likeness of a throne. 2 He spoke to the
man clothed in linen, and said, “Go in be-
tween the whirling wheels, even under the
cherub, and fill both your hands with coals
of fire from between the cherubim, and
scatter them over the city.”
He went in as I watched. 3 Now the

cherubim stood on the right side of the
house when the man went in; and the
cloud filled the inner court. 4 The LORD’s
glory mounted up from the cherub, and
stood over the threshold of the house; and
the house was filled with the cloud, and
the court was full of the brightness of the
LORD’s glory. 5 The sound of the wings of
the cherubim was heard even to the outer
court, as the voice of GodAlmightywhenhe
speaks.

6 It came to pass, when he commanded
the man clothed in linen, saying, “Take fire
from between the whirling wheels, from
between the cherubim,” that he went in
and stood beside a wheel. 7 The cherub
stretched out his hand from between the
cherubim to the fire that was between the
cherubim, and took some of it, and put it
into the hands of him who was clothed in
linen, who took it and went out. 8 The
form of a man’s hand appeared here in the
cherubim under their wings.

9 I looked, and behold, there were four
wheels beside the cherubim, one wheel be-
side one cherub, and another wheel be-
side another cherub. The appearance of
the wheels was like a beryl stone. 10 As

* 10:1 or, lapis lazuli
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for their appearance, the four of them had
one likeness, like a wheel within a wheel.
11When they went, they went in their four
directions. They didn’t turn as they went,
but to the place where the head looked
they followed it. They didn’t turn as they
went. 12 Their whole body, including their
backs, their hands, their wings, and the
wheels, were full of eyes all around, even
the wheels that the four of them had. 13As
for thewheels, theywere called inmyhear-
ing, “the whirling wheels”. 14 Every one of
them had four faces. The first face was the
face of the cherub. The second face was the
face of aman. The third facewas the face of
a lion. The fourth was the face of an eagle.

15 The cherubim mounted up. This is
the living creature that I saw by the river
Chebar. 16 When the cherubim went, the
wheels went beside them; and when the
cherubim lifted up their wings to mount
up from the earth, the wheels also didn’t
turn from beside them. 17When they stood,
these stood. When they mounted up, these
mounted up with them; for the spirit of the
living creature was in them.

18 The LORD’s glory went out from over
the threshold of the house and stood over
the cherubim. 19 The cherubim lifted up
theirwings andmounted up from the earth
in my sight when they went out, with the
wheels beside them. Then they stood at the
door of the east gate of the LORD’s house;
and the glory of the God of Israel was over
them above.

20 This is the living creature that I saw
under the God of Israel by the river Chebar;
and I knew that they were cherubim.
21 Every one had four faces, and every one
four wings. The likeness of the hands of
a man was under their wings. 22 As for
the likeness of their faces, they were the
faces which I saw by the river Chebar, their
appearances and themselves. They each
went straight forward.

11
1 Moreover the Spirit lifted me up and

brought me to the east gate of the LORD’s
house, which looks eastward. Behold,
twenty-five men were at the door of the
gate; and I saw among them Jaazaniah the
son of Azzur, and Pelatiah the son of Bena-
iah, princes of the people. 2He said to me,
“Son of man, these are the men who devise
iniquity, and who give wicked counsel in
this city; 3who say, ‘The time is not near to
build houses. This is the cauldron, and we
are themeat.’ 4Therefore prophesy against
them. Prophesy, son of man.”

5The LORD’s Spirit fell onme, and he said
to me, “Speak, ‘The LORD says: “Thus you

have said, house of Israel; for I know the
things that come into yourmind. 6Youhave
multiplied your slain in this city, and you
have filled its streets with the slain.”

7 “ ‘Therefore the Lord GOD says: “Your
slainwhomyouhave laid in themiddleof it,
they are the meat, and this is the cauldron;
but youwill be brought out of themiddle of
it. 8 You have feared the sword; and I will
bring the swordonyou,” says theLordGOD.
9“Iwill bring youout of themiddle of it, and
deliver you into the hands of strangers, and
will execute judgments among you. 10 You
will fall by the sword. I will judge you in
the border of Israel. Then you will know
that I am the LORD. 11 This will not be your
cauldron, neither will you be the meat in
the middle of it. I will judge you in the
border of Israel. 12You will know that I am
the LORD, for you have not walked in my
statutes. You have not executed my ordi-
nances, but have done after the ordinances
of the nations that are around you.” ’ ”

13When I prophesied, Pelatiah the son of
Benaiah died. Then I fell down on my face,
and cried with a loud voice, and said, “Ah
Lord GOD! Will you make a full end of the
remnant of Israel?”

14 The LORD’s word came to me, saying,
15 “Son of man, your brothers, even your
brothers, the men of your relatives, and all
the house of Israel, all of them, are the ones
to whom the inhabitants of Jerusalem have
said, ‘Go far away from the LORD. This land
has been given to us for a possession.’

16 “Therefore say, ‘The Lord GOD says:
“Whereas I have removed them far off
among the nations, and whereas I have
scattered them among the countries, yet I
will be to them a sanctuary for a little while
in the countries where they have come.” ’

17 “Therefore say, ‘The Lord GOD says:
“I will gather you from the peoples, and
assemble you out of the countries where
you have been scattered, and Iwill give you
the land of Israel.”

18 “ ‘They will come there, and they will
take away all its detestable things and all its
abominations fromthere. 19 Iwill give them
one heart, and I will put a new spirit within
them. I will take the stony heart out of their
flesh, and will give them a heart of flesh,
20 that they may walk in my statutes, and
keep my ordinances, and do them. They
will be my people, and I will be their God.
21 But as for them whose heart walks af-
ter the heart of their detestable things and
their abominations, I will bring their way
on their own heads,’ says the Lord GOD.”

22 Then the cherubim lifted up their
wings, and the wheels were beside them.
The glory of theGodof Israelwas over them
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above. 23 The LORD’s glory went up from
the middle of the city, and stood on the
mountain which is on the east side of the
city. 24 The Spirit lifted me up, and brought
me in the vision by the Spirit of God into
Chaldea, to the captives.
So the vision that I had seenwent up from

me. 25 Then I spoke to the captives all the
things that the LORD had shownme.

12
1 The LORD’s word also came to me, say-

ing, 2 “Son of man, you dwell in the middle
of the rebellious house, who have eyes to
see, and don’t see, who have ears to hear,
and don’t hear; for they are a rebellious
house.

3 “Therefore, you son of man, prepare
your baggage for moving, andmove by day
in their sight. You shall move from your
place to another place in their sight. It may
be they will consider, though they are a
rebellious house. 4You shall bring out your
baggage by day in their sight, as baggage
for moving. You shall go out yourself at
evening in their sight, as when men go out
into exile. 5 Dig through the wall in their
sight, and carry your baggage out that way.
6 In their sight you shall bear it on your
shoulder, and carry it out in the dark. You
shall cover your face, so that you don’t see
the land, for I have set you for a sign to the
house of Israel.”

7 I did so as I was commanded. I brought
outmy baggage by day, as baggage formov-
ing, and in the evening I dug through the
wall with my hand. I brought it out in the
dark, and bore it on my shoulder in their
sight.

8 In the morning, the LORD’s word came
to me, saying, 9 “Son of man, hasn’t the
house of Israel, the rebellious house, said to
you, ‘What are you doing?’

10 “Say to them, ‘The LordGOD says: “This
burden concerns the prince in Jerusalem,
and all the house of Israel among whom
they are.” ’

11 “Say, ‘I am your sign. As I have done,
so will it be done to them. They will go into
exile, into captivity.

12 “ ‘The prince who is among them will
bear his baggage on his shoulder in the
dark, andwill go out. They will dig through
the wall to carry things out that way. He
will cover his face, because he will not see
the land with his eyes. 13 I will also spread
my net on him, and he will be taken in my
snare. I will bring him to Babylon to the
land of the Chaldeans; yet he will not see
it, though he will die there. 14 I will scatter
toward every wind all who are around him

to help him, and all his bands. I will draw
out the sword after them.

15 “ ‘They will know that I am the LORD
when I disperse them among the nations
and scatter them through the countries.
16 But I will leave a few men of them from
the sword, from the famine, and from the
pestilence, that they may declare all their
abominations among the nations where
they come. Then they will know that I am
the LORD.’ ”

17 Moreover the LORD’s word came to
me, saying, 18 “Son of man, eat your bread
with quaking, and drink your water with
trembling and with fearfulness. 19 Tell the
people of the land, ‘The Lord GOD says con-
cerning the inhabitants of Jerusalem and
the land of Israel: “Theywill eat their bread
with fearfulness and drink their water in
dismay, that her land may be desolate, and
all that is therein, because of the violence
of all those who dwell therein. 20 The cities
that are inhabited will be laid waste, and
the land will be a desolation. Then you will
know that I am the LORD.” ’ ”

21 The LORD’s word came to me, saying,
22 “Son of man, what is this proverb that
you have in the land of Israel, saying, ‘The
days are prolonged, and every vision fails’?
23 Tell them therefore, ‘The Lord GOD says:
“I will make this proverb to cease, and they
will no more use it as a proverb in Israel;” ’
but tell them, ‘ “The days are at hand, and
the fulfillment of every vision. 24 For there
will be no more any false vision nor flat-
tering divinationwithin the house of Israel.
25 For I am the LORD. I will speak, and the
word that I speak will be performed. It
will be no more deferred; for in your days,
rebellious house, I will speak the word and
will perform it,” says the Lord GOD.’ ”

26 Again the LORD’s word came to me,
saying, 27 “Son of man, behold, they of the
house of Israel say, ‘The vision that he sees
is formanydays to come, andheprophesies
of times that are far off.’

28 “Therefore tell them, ‘The Lord GOD
says: “None of my words will be deferred
any more, but the word which I speak will
be performed,” says the Lord GOD.’ ”

13
1 The LORD’s word came to me, say-

ing, 2 “Son of man, prophesy against the
prophets of Israel who prophesy, and say to
those who prophesy out of their own heart,
‘Hear the LORD’s word: 3 The Lord GOD
says, “Woe to the foolish prophets, who fol-
lowtheirownspirit, andhaveseennothing!
4 Israel, your prophets have been like foxes
in the waste places. 5 You have not gone
up into the gaps or built up the wall for the
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house of Israel, to stand in the battle in the
LORD’s day. 6Theyhave seen falsehood and
lying divination, who say, ‘The LORD says;’
but the LORD has not sent them. They have
made men to hope that the word would be
confirmed. 7Haven’t youseena falsevision,
and haven’t you spoken a lying divination,
in that you say, ‘The LORD says;’ but I have
not spoken?”

8 “ ‘Therefore the Lord GOD says: “Be-
cause you have spoken falsehood and seen
lies, therefore, behold, I am against you,”
says the Lord GOD. 9 “My hand will be
against the prophets who see false visions
and who utter lying divinations. They will
not be in the council of my people, neither
will they be written in the writing of the
house of Israel, neither will they enter into
the land of Israel. Then youwill know that I
am the Lord GOD.”

10 “ ‘Because, even because they have se-
ducedmypeople, saying, “Peace;” and there
is no peace. When one builds up a wall, be-
hold, they plaster it with whitewash. 11Tell
those who plaster it with whitewash that
it will fall. There will be an overflowing
shower; and you, great hailstones, will fall.
A stormy wind will tear it. 12Behold, when
the wall has fallen, won’t it be said to you,
“Where is the plaster with which you have
plastered it?”

13 “ ‘Therefore the Lord GOD says: “I will
even tear itwitha stormywind inmywrath.
There will be an overflowing shower in
my anger, and great hailstones in wrath to
consume it. 14So I will break down the wall
that you have plastered with whitewash,
and bring it down to the ground, so that its
foundation will be uncovered. It will fall,
and you will be consumed in the middle of
it. Then you will know that I am the LORD.
15 Thus I will accomplish my wrath on the
wall, and on those who have plastered it
with whitewash. I will tell you, ‘The wall is
no more, nor those who plastered it— 16 to
wit, the prophets of Israel who prophesy
concerning Jerusalem, and who see visions
of peace for her, and there is no peace,’ ”
says the Lord GOD.’ ”

17 You, son of man, set your face against
the daughters of your people, who proph-
esy out of their own heart; and prophesy
against them, 18 and say, “The Lord GOD
says: ‘Woe to the women who sew magic
bands on all elbows and make veils for the
head of persons of every stature to hunt
souls! Will you hunt the souls of my people
and save souls alive for yourselves? 19 You
have profaned me among my people for
handfuls of barley and for pieces of bread,
to kill the souls who should not die and to

save the souls alive who should not live, by
your lying to my people who listen to lies.’

20 “Therefore the Lord GOD says: ‘Behold,
I am against your magic bands, with which
you hunt the souls to make them fly, and I
will tear them from your arms. I will let the
souls fly free, even the souls whom you en-
snare like birds. 21 I will also tear your veils
and deliver my people out of your hand;
and they will no longer be in your hand to
be ensnared. Then you will know that I
am the LORD. 22Because with lies you have
grieved the heart of the righteous, whom I
have not made sad; and strengthened the
hands of the wicked, that he should not
return from his wicked way, and be saved
alive. 23 Therefore you shall no more see
false visions nor practice divination. I will
deliver my people out of your hand. Then
youwill know that I am the LORD.’ ”

14
1 Then some of the elders of Israel came

tome and sat beforeme. 2The LORD’sword
came to me, saying, 3 “Son of man, these
men have taken their idols into their heart,
and put the stumbling block of their iniq-
uity before their face. Should I be inquired
of at all by them? 4Therefore speak to them
and tell them, ‘The Lord GOD says: “Every
man of the house of Israel who takes his
idols into his heart and puts the stumbling
block of his iniquity before his face then
comes to the prophet, I the LORD will an-
swer him there according to the multitude
of his idols, 5 that I may take the house of
Israel in their own heart, because they are
all estranged fromme through their idols.” ’

6 “Therefore tell the house of Israel, ‘The
Lord GOD says: “Return, and turn your-
selves from your idols! Turn away your
faces from all your abominations.

7 “ ‘ “For everyone of the house of Israel,
or of the strangers who live in Israel, who
separates himself from me and takes his
idols into his heart, and puts the stumbling
block of his iniquity before his face, and
comes to the prophet to inquire for himself
of me, I the LORD will answer him by my-
self. 8 Iwill setmy face against thatmanand
will make him an astonishment, for a sign
and a proverb, and I will cut him off from
amongmy people. Then youwill know that
I am the LORD.

9 “ ‘ “If the prophet is deceived and speaks
a word, I, the LORD, have deceived that
prophet, and I will stretch out my hand
on him, and will destroy him from among
my people Israel. 10 They will bear their
iniquity. The iniquity of the prophet will be
even as the iniquity of him who seeks him,
11 that the house of Israel may no more go
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astray from me, neither defile themselves
any more with all their transgressions; but
that they may be my people, and I may be
their God,” says the Lord GOD.’ ”

12 The LORD’s word came to me, saying,
13 “Son of man, when a land sins against
me by committing a trespass, and I stretch
out my hand on it, and break the staff of
its bread and send famine on it, and cut off
from it man and animal— 14 though these
three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in
it, they would deliver only their own souls
by their righteousness,” says the Lord GOD.

15 “If I cause evil animals to pass through
the land, and they ravage it and it is made
desolate, so that no man may pass through
because of the animals— 16 though these
threemenwere in it, as I live,” says theLord
GOD, “they would deliver neither sons nor
daughters. They only would be delivered,
but the land would be desolate.

17 “Or if I bring a sword on that land, and
say, ‘Sword, go through the land, so that I
cut off from it man and animal’— 18 though
these three men were in it, as I live,” says
the Lord GOD, “they would deliver neither
sons nor daughters, but they only would be
delivered themselves.

19 “Or if I send a pestilence into that land,
and pour out my wrath on it in blood, to
cut off from it man and animal— 20 though
Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, as I live,”
says the Lord GOD, “theywould deliver nei-
ther son nor daughter; they would deliver
only their own souls by their righteous-
ness.”

21 For the Lord GOD says: “How
much more when I send my four severe
judgments on Jerusalem—the sword,
the famine, the evil animals, and the
pestilence—to cut off from it man and
animal! 22 Yet, behold, there will be left a
remnant in it that will be carried out, both
sons and daughters. Behold, theywill come
out to you, and you will see their way and
their doings. Then you will be comforted
concerning the evil that I have brought on
Jerusalem, even concerning all that I have
brought on it. 23 They will comfort you,
when you see their way and their doings;
then you will know that I have not done all
that I have done in it without cause,” says
the Lord GOD.

15
1 The LORD’s word came to me, saying,

2 “Son of man, what is the vine tree more
than any tree, the vine branch which is
among the trees of the forest? 3Will wood
be taken of it to make anything? Will men
take a pin of it to hang any vessel on it?
4 Behold, it is cast into the fire for fuel; the

fire has devoured both its ends, and the
middle of it is burned. Is it profitable for
any work? 5 Behold, when it was whole, it
was suitable for no work. How much less,
when the fire has devoured it, and it has
been burned, will it yet be suitable for any
work?”

6 Therefore the Lord GOD says: “As the
vine wood among the trees of the forest,
which I have given to the fire for fuel, so I
will give the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 7 I
will set my face against them. They will
go out from the fire, but the fire will still
devour them. Then youwill know that I am
the LORD, when I set my face against them.
8 I will make the land desolate, because
they have acted unfaithfully,” says the Lord
GOD.

16
1Again the LORD’s word came tome, say-

ing, 2 “Son ofman, cause Jerusalem to know
her abominations; 3and say, ‘The Lord GOD
says to Jerusalem: “Your origin and your
birth is of the land of the Canaanite. An
Amorite was your father, and your mother
was a Hittite. 4As for your birth, in the day
you were born your navel was not cut. You
weren’t washed in water to cleanse you.
You weren’t salted at all, nor wrapped in
blankets at all. 5No eye pitied you, to do any
of these things to you, to have compassion
on you; but you were cast out in the open
field, because youwere abhorred in the day
that you were born.

6 “ ‘ “When I passed by you, and saw you
wallowing in your blood, I said to you,
‘Though you are in your blood, live!’ Yes, I
said to you, ‘Though you are in your blood,
live!’ 7 I caused you to multiply as that
which grows in the field, and you increased
and grew great, and you attained to excel-
lent beauty. Your breasts were formed, and
your hair grew; yet you were naked and
bare.

8 “ ‘ “Now when I passed by you, and
looked at you, behold, your time was the
time of love; and I spreadmy garment over
you and covered your nakedness. Yes, I
pledged myself to you and entered into a
covenant with you,” says the Lord GOD,
“and you becamemine.

9 “ ‘ “Then I washed you with water. Yes,
I thoroughlywashed away your blood from
you, and I anointed youwith oil. 10 I clothed
you also with embroidered work and put
leather sandals on you. I dressed you with
fine linen and covered you with silk. 11 I
decked you with ornaments, put bracelets
on your hands, and put a chain on your
neck. 12 I put a ring on your nose, earrings
in your ears, and a beautiful crown on your



Ezekiel 16:13 647 Ezekiel 16:43

head. 13 Thus you were decked with gold
and silver. Your clothing was of fine linen,
silk, and embroidered work. You ate fine
flour, honey, and oil. You were exceedingly
beautiful, and you prospered to royal es-
tate. 14 Your renown went out among the
nations for your beauty; for it was perfect,
through my majesty which I had put on
you,” says the Lord GOD.

15 “ ‘ “But you trusted in your beauty,
and played the prostitute because of your
renown, and poured out your prostitution
on everyone who passed by. It was his.
16 You took some of your garments, and
made for yourselves high places decked
with various colors, and played the prosti-
tute on them. This shouldn’t happen, nei-
ther shall it be. 17You also took your beauti-
ful jewels ofmygold andofmy silver,which
I had given you, and made for yourself
images of men, and played the prostitute
with them. 18 You took your embroidered
garments, covered them, and setmy oil and
my incense before them. 19My bread also
which I gave you, fine flour, oil, and honey,
with which I fed you, you even set it before
them for a pleasant aroma; and so it was,”
says the Lord GOD.

20 “ ‘ “Moreover youhave taken your sons
and your daughters, whom you have borne
to me, and you have sacrificed these to
themtobedevoured. Wasyourprostitution
a small matter, 21 that you have slain my
children and delivered them up, in causing
them to pass through the fire to them? 22 In
all your abominations and your prostitu-
tion you have not remembered the days
of your youth, when you were naked and
bare, and were wallowing in your blood.

23 “ ‘ “It has happened after all your
wickedness—woe, woe to you!” says the
Lord GOD— 24 “that you have built for your-
selves a vaultedplace, andhavemadeyour-
selves a lofty place in every street. 25 You
have built your lofty place at the head of
every way, and have made your beauty an
abomination, and have opened your feet
to everyone who passed by, and multiplied
your prostitution. 26You have also commit-
ted sexual immorality with the Egyptians,
your neighbors, great of flesh; and have
multiplied yourprostitution, to provokeme
to anger. 27 See therefore, I have stretched
outmyhandoveryou, andhavediminished
your portion, and delivered you to the will
of those who hate you, the daughters of
the Philistines, who are ashamed of your
lewd way. 28 You have played the prosti-
tute also with the Assyrians, because you
were insatiable; yes, you have played the
prostitute with them, and yet you weren’t
satisfied. 29 You have moreover multiplied

your prostitution to the land of merchants,
to Chaldea; and yet you weren’t satisfied
with this.

30 “ ‘ “How weak is your heart,” says the
Lord GOD, “since you do all these things,
the work of an impudent prostitute; 31 in
that you build your vaulted place at the
head of every way, and make your lofty
place in every street, and have not been as
a prostitute, in that you scorn pay.

32 “ ‘ “Adulterous wife, who takes
strangers instead of her husband! 33People
give gifts to all prostitutes; but you give
your gifts to all your lovers, andbribe them,
that theymay come to you on every side for
your prostitution. 34You are different from
other women in your prostitution, in that
no one follows you to play the prostitute;
and whereas you give hire, and no hire is
given to you, therefore you are different.” ’

35 “Therefore, prostitute, hear the LORD’s
word: 36 ‘The LordGOD says, “Because your
filthiness was poured out, and your naked-
ness uncovered through your prostitution
with your lovers; and because of all the
idols of your abominations, and for the
blood of your children, that you gave to
them; 37 therefore see, I will gather all your
lovers, with whom you have taken plea-
sure, and all those whom you have loved,
with all those whom you have hated. I will
evengather themagainst youonevery side,
and will uncover your nakedness to them,
that they may see all your nakedness. 38 I
will judge you as women who break wed-
lock and shed blood are judged; and I will
bring on you the blood of wrath and jeal-
ousy. 39 I will also give you into their hand,
and they will throw down your vaulted
place, and break down your lofty places.
They will strip you of your clothes and take
your beautiful jewels. They will leave you
naked and bare. 40 They will also bring up
a company against you, and they will stone
you with stones, and thrust you through
with their swords. 41 They will burn your
houses with fire, and execute judgments on
you in thesightofmanywomen. Iwill cause
you to cease from playing the prostitute,
and you will also give no hire any more.
42 So I will cause my wrath toward you to
rest, and my jealousy will depart from you.
I will be quiet, and will not be angry any
more.

43 “ ‘ “Because you have not remembered
the days of your youth, but have raged
against me in all these things; therefore,
behold, I also will bring your way on your
head,” says the Lord GOD: “and you shall
not commit this lewdness with all your
abominations.
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44 “ ‘ “Behold, everyone who uses
proverbs will use this proverb against you,
saying, ‘As is themother, so is her daughter.’
45 You are the daughter of your mother,
who loathes her husband and her children;
and you are the sister of your sisters, who
loathed their husbands and their children.
Your mother was a Hittite, and your father
an Amorite. 46 Your elder sister is Samaria,
who dwells at your left hand, she and her
daughters; and your younger sister, who
dwells at your right hand, is Sodom with
her daughters. 47 Yet you have not walked
in theirways, nor done their abominations;
but soon you were more corrupt than they
in all your ways. 48As I live,” says the Lord
GOD, “Sodom your sister has not done, she
nor her daughters, as you have done, you
and your daughters.

49“ ‘ “Behold, thiswas the iniquity of your
sister Sodom: pride, fullness of bread, and
prosperous ease was in her and in her
daughters. She also didn’t strengthen the
hand of the poor and needy. 50 They were
arrogant and committed abomination be-
fore me. Therefore I took them away when
I saw it. 51 Samaria hasn’t committed half
of your sins; but you have multiplied your
abominations more than they, and have
justified your sisters by all your abomina-
tionswhich you have done. 52You also bear
your own shame yourself, in that you have
given judgment for your sisters; through
your sins that you have committed more
abominable than they, they are more righ-
teous than you. Yes, be also confounded,
and bear your shame, in that you have jus-
tified your sisters.

53 “ ‘ “I will reverse their captivity, the
captivity of Sodom and her daughters, and
the captivity of Samaria and her daugh-
ters, and the captivity of your captives
among them; 54 that you may bear your
own shame, and may be ashamed because
of all that you have done, in that you are a
comfort to them. 55Your sisters, Sodom and
her daughters, will return to their former
estate; and Samaria and her daughters will
return to their former estate; and you and
your daughters will return to your former
estate. 56 For your sister Sodom was not
mentioned by your mouth in the day of
your pride, 57 before your wickedness was
uncovered, as at the time of the reproach of
the daughters of Syria, and of all who are
aroundher, the daughters of the Philistines,
who despise you all around. 58 You have
borne your lewdness and your abomina-
tions,” says the LORD.

59 “ ‘For the Lord GOD says: “I will also

deal with you as you have done, who
have despised the oath in breaking the
covenant. 60Nevertheless I will remember
my covenant with you in the days of your
youth, and I will establish an everlasting
covenantwithyou. 61Thenyouwill remem-
ber your ways and be ashamed when you
receive your sisters, your elder sisters and
your younger; and I will give them to you
for daughters, but not by your covenant. 62 I
will establish my covenant with you. Then
you will know that I am the LORD; 63 that
you may remember, and be confounded,
and never open your mouth any more be-
cause of your shame, when I have forgiven
you all that you have done,” says the Lord
GOD.’ ”

17
1 The LORD’s word came to me, saying,

2 “Son of man, tell a riddle, and speak a
parable to thehouse of Israel; 3and say, ‘The
Lord GOD says: “A great eagle with great
wings and long feathers, full of feathers
which had various colors, came to Lebanon
and took the top of the cedar. 4He cropped
off the topmost of its young twigs, and car-
ried it to a land of traffic. He planted it in a
city of merchants.

5 “ ‘ “He also took some of the seed of
the land and planted it in fruitful soil. He
placed it beside many waters. He set it as a
willow tree. 6 It grew and became a spread-
ing vine of low stature, whose branches
turned toward him, and its roots were un-
der him. So it became a vine, produced
branches, and shot out sprigs.

7 “ ‘ “There was also another great eagle
with great wings and many feathers. Be-
hold, this vine bent its roots toward him,
and shot out its branches toward him, from
the ground where it was planted, that he
might water it. 8 It was planted in a good
soil by many waters, that it might produce
branches and that it might bear fruit, that it
might be a good vine.” ’

9 “Say, ‘The Lord GOD says: “Will it pros-
per? Won’t he pull up its roots and cut
off its fruit, that it may wither, that all
its fresh springing leaves may wither? It
can’t be raised from its roots by a strong
arm or many people. 10 Yes, behold, being
planted, will it prosper? Won’t it utterly
wither when the east wind touches it? It
will wither in the groundwhere it grew.” ’ ”

11Moreover theLORD’sword came tome,
saying, 12 “Say now to the rebellious house,
‘Don’t you know what these things mean?’
Tell them, ‘Behold, thekingofBabyloncame
to Jerusalem, and took its king, and its

* 17:13 or, seed
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princes, and brought them to him to Baby-
lon. 13He took one of the royal offspring,*
and made a covenant with him. He also
brought him under an oath, and took away
the mighty of the land, 14 that the kingdom
might be brought low, that it might not lift
itself up, but that by keeping his covenant
it might stand. 15 But he rebelled against
him in sending his ambassadors into Egypt,
that they might give him horses and many
people. Will he prosper? Will he who
does such things escape? Will he break the
covenant, and still escape?

16 “ ‘As I live,’ says the Lord GOD, ‘surely
in the place where the king dwells who
made him king, whose oath he despised,
and whose covenant he broke, even with
him in the middle of Babylon he will die.
17 Pharaoh with his mighty army and great
company won’t help him in the war, when
they cast up mounds and build forts to cut
offmanypersons. 18Forhehas despised the
oath by breaking the covenant; and behold,
he had given his hand, and yet has done all
these things. He won’t escape.

19“Therefore theLordGODsays: ‘As I live,
I will surely bring on his own headmy oath
that he has despised and my covenant that
he has broken. 20 I will spread my net on
him, and hewill be taken inmy snare. I will
bring him to Babylon, and will enter into
judgment with him there for his trespass
that he has trespassed against me. 21 All
his fugitives in all his bands will fall by
the sword, and those who remain will be
scattered toward everywind. Thenyouwill
know that I, the LORD, have spoken it.’

22 “The Lord GOD says: ‘I will also take
some of the lofty top of the cedar, and will
plant it. I will crop off from the topmost
of its young twigs a tender one, and I will
plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 23 I
will plant it in themountain of the height of
Israel; and it will produce boughs, and bear
fruit, and be a good cedar. Birds of every
kind will dwell in the shade of its branches.
24 All the trees of the field will know that
I, the LORD, have brought down the high
tree, have exalted the low tree, have dried
up the green tree, and have made the dry
tree flourish.

“ ‘I, theLORD,have spokenandhavedone
it.’ ”

18
1 The LORD’s word came to me again,

saying, 2 “What do you mean, that you use
this proverb concerning the land of Israel,
saying,
‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes,

and the children’s teeth are set on
edge’?

3 “As I live,” says the Lord GOD, “you shall
not use this proverb any more in Israel.
4 Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul of
the father, so also the soul of the son ismine.
The soul who sins, he shall die.

5 “But if a man is just,
and does thatwhich is lawful and right,

6and has not eaten on themountains,
hasn’t lifted up his eyes to the idols of
the house of Israel,

hasn’t defiled his neighbor’s wife,
hasn’t comenearawoman inher impu-
rity,

7and has not wronged any,
but has restored to the debtor his
pledge,

has taken nothing by robbery,
has given his bread to the hungry,
and has covered the naked with a gar-
ment;

8he who hasn’t lent to themwith interest,
hasn’t taken any increase from them,

who haswithdrawnhis hand from iniquity,
has executed true justice betweenman
andman,

9has walked inmy statutes,
and has kept my ordinances,
to deal truly;

he is just,
he shall surely live,” says the LordGOD.

10 “If he fathers a sonwho is a robberwho
sheds blood, andwho does any one of these
things, 11 or who does not do any of those
things
but has eaten at themountain shrines

and defiled his neighbor’s wife,
12has wronged the poor and needy,

has taken by robbery,
has not restored the pledge,

and has lifted up his eyes to the idols,
has committed abomination,

13has lent with interest,
and has taken increase from the poor,

shall he then live? He shall not live. He
has done all these abominations. He shall
surely die. His blood will be on him.

14 “Now, behold, if he fathers a son who
sees all his father’s sins which he has done,
and fears, and doesn’t do likewise,
15who hasn’t eaten on themountains,

hasn’t lifted up his eyes to the idols of
the house of Israel,

hasn’t defiled his neighbor’s wife,
16hasn’t wronged any,

hasn’t taken anything to pledge,
hasn’t taken by robbery,

but has given his bread to the hungry,
and has covered the naked with a gar-
ment;
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17 who has withdrawn his hand from the
poor,

who hasn’t received interest or in-
crease,

has executedmy ordinances,
has walked inmy statutes;

he shall not die for the iniquity of his father.
He shall surely live. 18 As for his father,
because he cruelly oppressed, robbed his
brother, and did that which is not good
among his people, behold, he will die in his
iniquity.

19 “Yet you say, ‘Why doesn’t the son bear
the iniquity of the father?’ When the son
has done thatwhich is lawful and right, and
has kept allmy statutes, andhas done them,
he will surely live. 20 The soul who sins, he
shall die. The son shall not bear the iniquity
of the father, neither shall the father bear
the iniquity of the son. The righteousness
of the righteous shall be on him, and the
wickedness of the wicked shall be on him.

21 “But if the wicked turns from all his
sins that he has committed, and keeps all
my statutes, and does that which is lawful
and right, he shall surely live. He shall not
die. 22 None of his transgressions that he
has committedwill be remembered against
him. In his righteousness that he has done,
he shall live. 23Have I any pleasure in the
death of the wicked?” says the Lord GOD,
“and not rather that he should return from
his way, and live?

24 “But when the righteous turns away
from his righteousness, and commits iniq-
uity, and does according to all the abomi-
nations that the wicked man does, should
he live? None of his righteous deeds that
he has done will be remembered. In his
trespass that he has trespassed, and in his
sin that he has sinned, in them he shall die.

25 “Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is
not equal.’ Hear now, house of Israel: Is
my way not equal? Aren’t your ways un-
equal? 26 When the righteous man turns
away from his righteousness, and commits
iniquity, and dies in it, then he dies in his in-
iquity that he has done. 27Again, when the
wicked man turns away from his wicked-
ness that he has committed, and does that
which is lawful and right, he will save his
soul alive. 28 Because he considers, and
turns away from all his transgressions that
he has committed, he shall surely live. He
shall not die. 29Yet the house of Israel says,
‘The way of the Lord is not fair.’ House
of Israel, aren’t my ways fair? Aren’t your
ways unfair?

30 “Therefore I will judge you, house of Is-
rael, everyone according to his ways,” says
the LordGOD. “Return, and turn yourselves
from all your transgressions, so iniquity

will not be your ruin. 31 Cast away from
you all your transgressions in which you
have transgressed; and make yourself a
new heart and a new spirit. For why will
you die, house of Israel? 32 For I have no
pleasure in the death of himwhodies,” says
the Lord GOD. “Therefore turn yourselves,
and live!

19
1“Moreover, takeupa lamentation for the

princes of Israel, 2and say,
‘What was yourmother?

A lioness.
She couched among lions,

in the middle of the young lions she
nourished her cubs.

3 She brought up one of her cubs.
He became a young lion.

He learned to catch the prey.
He devouredmen.

4The nations also heard of him.
He was taken in their pit;
and they brought himwith hooks to the
land of Egypt.

5 “ ‘Nowwhen she saw that she had waited,
and her hope was lost,

then she took another of her cubs,
andmade him a young lion.

6Hewent up and down among the lions.
He became a young lion.

He learned to catch the prey.
He devouredmen.

7He knew their palaces,
and laid waste their cities.

The land was desolate with its fullness,
because of the noise of his roaring.

8 Then the nations attacked him on every
side from the provinces.

They spread their net over him.
He was taken in their pit.

9They put him in a cage with hooks,
andbroughthim to thekingofBabylon.

They brought him into strongholds,
so that his voice should no more be
heard on themountains of Israel.

10 “ ‘Your mother was like a vine in your
blood, planted by the waters.

It was fruitful and full of branches by
reason of many waters.

11 It had strong branches for the scepters of
those who ruled.

Their stature was exalted among the
thick boughs.

They were seen in their height
with themultitude of their branches.

12But it was plucked up in fury.
It was cast down to the ground,

and the east wind dried up its fruit.
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Its strong branches were broken off
andwithered.

The fire consumed them.
13Now it is planted in the wilderness,

in a dry and thirsty land.
14Fire has gone out of its branches.

It has devoured its fruit,
so that there is in it no strong branch to
be a scepter to rule.’

This is a lamentation, and shall be for a
lamentation.”

20
1 In the seventh year, in the fifth month,

the tenth day of the month, some of the
elders of Israel came to inquire of theLORD,
and sat before me.

2 The LORD’s word came to me, saying,
3 “Son of man, speak to the elders of Israel,
and tell them, ‘The Lord GOD says: “Is it
to inquire of me that you have come? As
I live,” says the Lord GOD, “I will not be
inquired of by you.” ’

4 “Will you judge them, son of man? Will
you judge them? Cause them to know the
abominations of their fathers. 5 Tell them,
‘The Lord GOD says: “In the day when I
chose Israel, and swore to the offspring of
thehouse of Jacob, andmademyself known
to them in the land of Egypt, when I swore
to them, saying, ‘I am the LORD your God;’
6 in that day I swore to them to bring them
out of the landof Egypt into a land that I had
searched out for them, flowing with milk
and honey, which is the glory of all lands.
7 I said to them, ‘Each of you throw away
the abominations of his eyes. Don’t defile
yourselves with the idols of Egypt. I am the
LORD your God.’

8 “ ‘ “But they rebelled against me and
wouldn’t listen to me. They didn’t all throw
away the abominations of their eyes. They
also didn’t forsake the idols of Egypt. Then
I said I would pour out my wrath on them,
to accomplishmy anger against them in the
middle of the land of Egypt. 9But I worked
for my name’s sake, that it should not be
profaned in the sight of the nations among
which they were, in whose sight I made
myself known to them in bringing themout
of the land of Egypt. 10 So I caused them
to go out of the land of Egypt and brought
them into thewilderness. 11 I gave themmy
statutes and showed them my ordinances,
which if a man does, he will live in them.
12Moreover also I gave them my Sabbaths,
to be a sign between me and them, that
they might know that I am the LORD who
sanctifies them.

13 “ ‘ “But the house of Israel rebelled
against me in the wilderness. They didn’t
walk in my statutes and they rejected my

ordinances, which if a man keeps, he shall
live in them. They greatly profaned my
Sabbaths. Then I said I would pour out
my wrath on them in the wilderness, to
consume them. 14 But I worked for my
name’s sake, that it should not be profaned
in the sight of the nations, in whose sight I
brought them out. 15Moreover also I swore
to them in the wilderness that I would
not bring them into the land which I had
given them, flowing with milk and honey,
which is the glory of all lands, 16 because
they rejected my ordinances, and didn’t
walk in my statutes, and profaned my Sab-
baths; for their heart went after their idols.
17Nevertheless my eye spared them, and I
didn’t destroy them. I didn’tmake a full end
of them in the wilderness. 18 I said to their
children in the wilderness, ‘Don’t walk in
the statutes of your fathers. Don’t observe
their ordinances or defile yourselves with
their idols. 19 I am theLORDyourGod. Walk
in my statutes, keep my ordinances, and do
them. 20Makemy Sabbaths holy. They shall
be a signbetweenmeandyou, that youmay
know that I am the LORD your God.’

21 “ ‘ “But the children rebelled against
me. They didn’t walk in my statutes, and
didn’t keep my ordinances to do them,
which if a man does, he shall live in them.
They profaned my Sabbaths. Then I said
I would pour out my wrath on them, to
accomplish my anger against them in the
wilderness. 22 Nevertheless I withdrew
my hand and worked for my name’s sake,
that it should not be profaned in the sight
of the nations, in whose sight I brought
them out. 23 Moreover I swore to them
in the wilderness, that I would scatter
them among the nations and disperse them
through the countries, 24 because they had
not executed my ordinances, but had re-
jected my statutes, and had profaned my
Sabbaths, and their eyes were after their
fathers’ idols. 25Moreover also I gave them
statutes thatwerenot good, andordinances
in which they couldn’t live. 26 I polluted
them in their own gifts, in that they caused
all that opens the womb to pass through
the fire, that Imightmake themdesolate, to
the end that they might know that I am the
LORD.” ’

27 “Therefore, son of man, speak to the
house of Israel, and tell them, ‘The Lord
GOD says: “Moreover, in this your fathers
have blasphemed me, in that they have
committed a trespass against me. 28 For
when I had brought them into the land
which I swore to give to them, then they
saw every high hill and every thick tree,
and they offered there their sacrifices, and
there they presented the provocation of
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their offering. There they also made their
pleasant aroma, and there they poured out
their drink offerings. 29Then I said to them,
‘What does the high place where you go
mean?’ So its name is called Bamah* to this
day.” ’

30 “Therefore tell the house of Israel, ‘The
Lord GOD says: “Do you pollute yourselves
in the way of your fathers? Do you play
the prostitute after their abominations?
31 When you offer your gifts, when you
make your sons pass through the fire, do
you pollute yourselveswith all your idols to
this day? Should I be inquired of by you,
house of Israel? As I live, says theLordGOD,
I will not be inquired of by you!

32 “ ‘ “That which comes into your mind
will not be at all, in that you say, ‘Wewill be
as the nations, as the families of the coun-
tries, to serve wood and stone.’ 33As I live,”
says the Lord GOD, “surely with a mighty
hand, with an outstretched arm, and with
wrath poured out, I will be king over you.
34 I will bring you out from the peoples,
and will gather you out of the countries
in which you are scattered with a mighty
hand, with an outstretched arm, and with
wrath poured out. 35 I will bring you into
the wilderness of the peoples, and there I
will enter into judgment with you face to
face. 36 Just as I entered into judgment with
your fathers in the wilderness of the land
of Egypt, so I will enter into judgment with
you,” says the Lord GOD. 37 “I will cause you
to pass under the rod, and I will bring you
into thebondof the covenant. 38 Iwill purge
out from among you the rebels and those
who disobey me. I will bring them out of
the land where they live, but they shall not
enter into the land of Israel. Then you will
know that I am the LORD.”

39 “ ‘As for you, house of Israel, the Lord
GOD says: “Go, everyone serve his idols,
and hereafter also, if you will not listen to
me; but you shall no more profanemy holy
name with your gifts and with your idols.
40For inmyholymountain, in themountain
of the height of Israel,” says the Lord GOD,
“there all the house of Israel, all of them,
shall serve me in the land. There I will ac-
cept them, and there I will require your of-
ferings and the first fruits of your offerings,
with all your holy things. 41 I will accept
you as a pleasant aroma when I bring you
out from the peoples and gather you out
of the countries in which you have been
scattered. I will be sanctified in you in the
sight of the nations. 42 You will know that I
am theLORDwhen I bring you into the land
of Israel, into the country which I swore

to give to your fathers. 43 There you will
remember yourways, and all your deeds in
which you have polluted yourselves. Then
youwill loatheyourselves inyourownsight
for all your evils that you have committed.
44Youwill know that I am the LORD,when I
have dealtwith you formyname’s sake, not
according to your evil ways, nor according
to your corrupt doings, youhouse of Israel,”
says the Lord GOD.’ ”

45 The LORD’s word came to me, saying,
46 “Son of man, set your face toward the
south, and preach toward the south, and
prophesy against the forest of the field in
the south. 47 Tell the forest of the south,
‘Hear the LORD’sword: The Lord GOD says,
“Behold, I will kindle a fire in you, and it
will devour every green tree in you, and
every dry tree. The burning flame will not
be quenched, and all faces from the south
to the north will be burned by it. 48All flesh
will see that I, the LORD, have kindled it. It
will not be quenched.” ’ ”

49Then I said, “Ah Lord GOD! They say of
me, ‘Isn’t he a speaker of parables?’ ”

21
1 The LORD’s word came to me, say-

ing, 2 “Son of man, set your face toward
Jerusalem, and preach toward the sanctu-
aries, and prophesy against the land of Is-
rael. 3Tell the landof Israel, ‘TheLORDsays:
“Behold, I am against you, and will draw
my sword out of its sheath, and will cut
off from you the righteous and the wicked.
4 Seeing then that I will cut off from you
the righteous and the wicked, therefore my
sword will go out of its sheath against all
flesh from the south to the north. 5All flesh
will know that I, the LORD, have drawnmy
sword out of its sheath. It will not return
anymore.” ’

6 “Therefore sigh, you son of man. You
shall sigh before their eyes with a broken
heart* and with bitterness. 7 It shall be,
when they ask you, ‘Why do you sigh?’ that
you shall say, ‘Because of the news, for it
comes! Every heart will melt, all hands
will be feeble, every spirit will faint, and
all knees will be weak as water. Behold, it
comes, and it shall be done, says the Lord
GOD.’ ”

8 The LORD’s word came to me, saying,
9 “Son ofman, prophesy, and say, ‘The LORD
says:
“A sword! A sword!

It is sharpened,
and also polished.

10 It is sharpened that itmaymake a slaugh-
ter.

* 20:29 “Bamah” means “High Place”. * 21:6 literally, the breaking of your thighs
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It is polished that itmaybe as lightning.
Should we thenmakemirth?

Therodofmysoncondemnsevery tree.
11 It is given to be polished,

that it may be handled.
The sword is sharpened.

Yes, it is polished
to give it into the hand of the killer.” ’

12Cry andwail, son of man;
for it is onmy people.
It is on all the princes of Israel.

They are delivered over to the sword with
my people.

Therefore beat your thigh.
13 “For there is a trial. What if even the

rod that condemns will be no more?” says
the Lord GOD.
14 “You therefore, son of man, prophesy,

and strike your hands together.
Let the sword be doubled the third time,

the sword of the fatally wounded.
It is the sword of the great onewho is fatally

wounded,
which enters into their rooms.

15 I have set the threatening sword against
all their gates,

that their heart maymelt,
and their stumblings bemultiplied.

Ah! It is made as lightning.
It is pointed for slaughter.

16Gather yourselves together.
Go to the right.

Set yourselves in array.
Go to the left,
wherever your face is set.

17 I will also strike my hands together,
and I will cause mywrath to rest.
I, the LORD, have spoken it.”

18 The LORD’s word came to me again,
saying, 19 “Also, you son of man, appoint
two ways, that the sword of the king of
Babylon may come. They both will come
out of one land, and mark out a place.
Mark it out at the head of the way to the
city. 20 You shall appoint a way for the
sword to come to Rabbah of the children
of Ammon, and to Judah in Jerusalem the
fortified. 21 For the king of Babylon stood
at the parting of the way, at the head of the
two ways, to use divination. He shook the
arrows back and forth. He consulted the
teraphim.† He looked in the liver. 22 In his
right hand was the lot for Jerusalem, to set
battering rams, to open the mouth in the
slaughter, to lift up the voice with shouting,
to set battering rams against the gates, to
cast up mounds, and to build forts. 23 It
will be to them as a false divination in their
sight,whohave swornoaths to them; buthe

brings iniquity tomemory, that theymaybe
taken.

24 “Therefore the Lord GOD says: ‘Be-
cause you have caused your iniquity to be
remembered, in that your transgressions
are uncovered, so that in all your doings
your sins appear; becauseyouhave come to
memory, you will be taken with the hand.

25“ ‘You, deadlywoundedwickedone, the
prince of Israel, whose day has come, in the
time of the iniquity of the end, 26 the Lord
GOD says: “Remove the turban, and take off
the crown. This will not be as it was. Exalt
that which is low, and humble that which is
high. 27 I will overturn, overturn, overturn
it. This also will be nomore, until he comes
whose right it is; and I will give it.” ’

28 “You, son of man, prophesy and say,
‘The Lord GOD says this concerning the
children of Ammon, and concerning their
reproach:
“A sword! A sword is drawn!

It is polished for the slaughter,
to cause it to devour,

that it may be as lightning;
29while they see for you false visions,

while they divine lies to you,
to lay you on the necks of the wicked who

are deadly wounded,
whose day has come in the time of the
iniquity of the end.

30Cause it to return into its sheath.
In the place where you were created,
in the land of your birth, I will judge
you.

31 I will pour out my indignation on you.
I will blow on you with the fire of my
wrath.

I will deliver you into the hand of brutish
men,

skillful to destroy.
32Youwill be for fuel to the fire.

Your blood will be in the middle of the
land.

You will be remembered nomore;
for I, the LORD, have spoken it.” ’ ”

22
1Moreover the LORD’s word came to me,

saying, 2 “You, son of man, will you judge?
Will you judge the bloody city? Then cause
her to know all her abominations. 3 You
shall say, ‘The Lord GOD says: “A city that
sheds blood within herself, that her time
may come, and that makes idols against
herself to defile her! 4 You have become
guilty in your blood that you have shed,
and are defiled in your idols which you
have made! You have caused your days to
draw near, and have come to the end of

† 21:21 teraphim were household idols that may have been associated with inheritance rights to the household
property.
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your years. Therefore I have made you a
reproach to the nations, and a mocking to
all the countries. 5Those who are near and
those who are far from you will mock you,
you infamous one, full of tumult.

6 “ ‘ “Behold, the princes of Israel, every-
one according to his power, have been in
you to shed blood. 7 In you have they
treated father and mother with contempt.*
Among you they have oppressed the for-
eigner. In you they have wronged the fa-
therless and the widow. 8 You have de-
spised my holy things, and have profaned
my Sabbaths. 9 Slanderous men have been
in you to shedblood. In you theyhave eaten
on the mountains. They have committed
lewdness among you. 10 In you have they
uncovered their fathers’ nakedness. In you
have they humbled her who was unclean
in her impurity. 11 One has committed
abomination with his neighbor’s wife, and
another has lewdly defiled his daughter-in-
law. Another in you has humbled his sister,
his father’s daughter. 12 In you have they
taken bribes to shed blood. You have taken
interest and increase, and you have greed-
ily gained of your neighbors by oppression,
and have forgottenme,” says the Lord GOD.

13 “ ‘ “Behold, therefore I have struck my
hand at your dishonest gain which you
havemade, andat thebloodwhichhasbeen
shed within you. 14Can your heart endure,
or can your hands be strong, in the days
that I will deal with you? I, the LORD, have
spoken it, and will do it. 15 I will scatter
you among the nations, and disperse you
through the countries. I will purge your
filthiness out of you. 16Youwill be profaned
in yourself in the sight of the nations. Then
youwill know that I am the LORD.” ’ ”

17 The LORD’s word came to me, say-
ing, 18 “Son of man, the house of Israel
has become dross to me. All of them are
bronze, tin, iron, and lead in the middle of
the furnace. They are the dross of silver.
19 Therefore the Lord GOD says: ‘Because
you have all become dross, therefore, be-
hold, I will gather you into the middle of
Jerusalem. 20As they gather silver, bronze,
iron, lead, and tin into the middle of the
furnace, to blow the fire on it, to melt it,
so I will gather you in my anger and in my
wrath, and Iwill lay you there andmelt you.
21 Yes, I will gather you, and blow on you
with the fire of my wrath, and you will be
melted in the middle of it. 22 As silver is
melted in the middle of the furnace, so you
will be melted in the middle of it; and you
will know that I, the LORD, have poured out
mywrath on you.’ ”

23 The LORD’s word came to me, saying,
24 “Son of man, tell her, ‘You are a land that
is not cleansed nor rained on in the day of
indignation.’ 25There is a conspiracy of her
prophetswithin it, like a roaring lion raven-
ing the prey. They have devoured souls.
They take treasure and precious things.
They have made many widows within it.
26Her priests have done violence tomy law
and have profaned my holy things. They
havemade no distinction between the holy
and the common, neither have they caused
men to discern between the unclean and
the clean, and have hidden their eyes from
my Sabbaths. So I am profaned among
them. 27 Her princes within it are like
wolves ravening theprey, to shedbloodand
todestroy souls, that theymaygetdishonest
gain. 28 Her prophets have plastered for
them with whitewash, seeing false visions,
and divining lies to them, saying, ‘The Lord
GOD says,’ when the LORD has not spoken.
29The people of the land have used oppres-
sion and exercised robbery. Yes, they have
troubled the poor and needy, and have op-
pressed the foreigner wrongfully.

30 “I sought for a man among them who
would build up the wall and stand in the
gap beforeme for the land, that I would not
destroy it; but I found no one. 31 Therefore
I have poured out my indignation on them.
I have consumed them with the fire of my
wrath. I have brought their own way on
their heads,” says the Lord GOD.

23
1 The LORD’s word came again to me,

saying, 2 “Son of man, there were two
women, the daughters of one mother.
3 They played the prostitute in Egypt.
They played the prostitute in their youth.
Their breasts were fondled there, and
their youthful nipples were caressed there.
4 Their names were Oholah the elder, and
Oholibah her sister. They became mine,
and they bore sons and daughters. As
for their names, Samaria is Oholah, and
Jerusalem Oholibah.

5 “Oholah played the prostitute when she
was mine. She doted on her lovers, on
the Assyrians her neighbors, 6 who were
clothedwithblue—governorsandrulers, all
of them desirable young men, horsemen
riding on horses. 7 She gave herself as a
prostitute to them, all of them the choic-
est men of Assyria. She defiled herself
with the idols of whomever she lusted af-
ter. 8 She hasn’t left her prostitution since
leavingEgypt; for inher youth they laywith
her. They caressed her youthful nipples

* 22:7 Literally, made light of father andmother.
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and they poured out their prostitution on
her.

9 “Therefore I delivered her into the hand
of her lovers, into the hand of the Assyrians
on whom she doted. 10 These uncovered
her nakedness. They took her sons and
her daughters, and they killed her with
the sword. She became a byword among
women; for they executed judgments on
her.

11 “Her sister Oholibah saw this, yet she
was more corrupt in her lusting than she,
and in her prostitution which was more
depraved than the prostitution of her sister.
12 She lusted after the Assyrians, governors
and rulers—her neighbors, clothed most
gorgeously, horsemen riding on horses, all
of them desirable young men. 13 I saw that
she was defiled. They both went the same
way.

14 “She increased her prostitution; for she
saw men portrayed on the wall, the im-
ages of the Chaldeans portrayed with red,
15 dressed with belts on their waists, with
flowing turbans on their heads, all of them
looking likeprinces, after the likeness of the
Babylonians in Chaldea, the land of their
birth. 16As soon as she saw them, she lusted
after them and sent messengers to them
into Chaldea. 17 The Babylonians came to
her into thebedof love, and theydefiledher
with their prostitution. She was polluted
with them, and her soulwas alienated from
them. 18 So she uncovered her prostitution
and uncovered her nakedness. Then my
soul was alienated from her, just like my
soulwas alienated fromher sister. 19Yet she
multiplied her prostitution, remembering
the days of her youth, in which she had
played the prostitute in the land of Egypt.
20 She lusted after their lovers, whose flesh
is as thefleshof donkeys, andwhose issue is
like the issue of horses. 21Thus you called to
memory the lewdness of your youth, in the
caressing of your nipples by the Egyptians
because of your youthful breasts.

22 “Therefore, Oholibah, the Lord GOD
says: ‘Behold, I will raise up your lovers
against you, from whom your soul is alien-
ated, and I will bring them against you
on every side: 23 the Babylonians and all
the Chaldeans, Pekod, Shoa, Koa, and all
the Assyrians with them; all of them de-
sirable young men, governors and rulers,
princes and men of renown, all of them
riding on horses. 24 They will come against
you with weapons, chariots, and wagons,
and with a company of peoples. They will
set themselves against you with buckler,
shield, andhelmet all around. Iwill commit
the judgment to them, and they will judge
you according to their judgments. 25 I will

set my jealousy against you, and they will
deal with you in fury. They will take away
your nose and your ears. Your remnant
will fall by the sword. They will take your
sons and your daughters; and the rest of
you will be devoured by the fire. 26 They
will also strip you of your clothes and take
away your beautiful jewels. 27 Thus I will
make your lewdness to cease fromyou, and
remove your prostitution from the land of
Egypt, so that you will not lift up your eyes
to them, nor remember Egypt anymore.’

28 “For the Lord GOD says: ‘Behold, I will
deliver you into the hand of them whom
you hate, into the hand of them fromwhom
your soul is alienated. 29Theywill dealwith
you in hatred, and will take away all your
labor, and will leave you naked and bare.
The nakedness of your prostitution will be
uncovered, both your lewdness and your
prostitution. 30These things will be done to
you because you have played the prostitute
after the nations, and because you are pol-
lutedwith their idols. 31Youhavewalked in
the way of your sister; therefore I will give
her cup into your hand.’

32 “The Lord GOD says:
‘Youwill drink of your sister’s cup,

which is deep and large.
You will be ridiculed and held in derision.

It contains much.
33 You will be filled with drunkenness and

sorrow,
with the cup of astonishment and deso-
lation,

with the cup of your sister Samaria.
34Youwill even drink it and drain it out.

You will gnaw the broken pieces of it,
and will tear your breasts;

for I have spoken it,’ says the Lord GOD.
35 “Therefore the Lord GOD says: ‘Be-

cause you have forgotten me and cast me
behind your back, therefore you also bear
your lewdness and your prostitution.’ ”

36TheLORD saidmoreover tome: “Sonof
man, will you judge Oholah and Oholibah?
Then declare to them their abominations.
37 For they have committed adultery, and
blood is in their hands. They have commit-
tedadulterywith their idols. Theyhavealso
caused their sons, whom they bore to me,
to pass through the fire to them to be de-
voured. 38Moreover this they have done to
me: they have defiled my sanctuary in the
same day, and have profanedmy Sabbaths.
39 For when they had slain their children
to their idols, then they came the same day
intomysanctuary toprofane it; andbehold,
they have done this in the middle of my
house.

40 “Furthermore you sisters have sent for
men who come from far away, to whom
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a messenger was sent, and behold, they
came; for whom you washed yourself,
painted your eyes, decorated yourself with
ornaments, 41 and sat on a stately bed, with
a table prepared before it, whereupon you
set my incense andmy oil.

42 “The voice of a multitude being at
ease was with her. With men of the com-
mon sortwere brought drunkards from the
wilderness; and they put bracelets on their
hands, andbeautiful crownson theirheads.
43Then I said of herwhowas old in adulter-
ies, ‘Now they will play the prostitute with
her, and she with them.’ 44 They went in to
her, as they go in to a prostitute. So they
went in toOholahand toOholibah, the lewd
women. 45 Righteous men will judge them
with the judgment of adulteresses andwith
the judgment of women who shed blood,
because they are adulteresses, and blood is
in their hands.

46 “For the Lord GOD says: ‘I will bring
up a mob against them, and will give them
to be tossed back and forth and robbed.
47The companywill stone themwith stones
and dispatch themwith their swords. They
will kill their sons and their daughters, and
burn up their houses with fire.

48 “ ‘Thus I will cause lewdness to cease
out of the land, that all women may be
taught not to be lewd like you. 49 They will
recompense your lewdness onyou, andyou
will bear the sins of your idols. Then you
will know that I am the Lord GOD.’ ”

24
1 Again, in the ninth year, in the tenth

month, in the tenth day of the month, the
LORD’s word came to me, saying, 2 “Son of
man, write the name of the day, this same
day. The king of Babylon drew close to
Jerusalem this same day. 3 Utter a parable
to the rebellious house, and tell them, ‘The
Lord GOD says,
“Put the cauldron on the fire.

Put it on,
and also pour water into it.

4Gather its pieces into it,
even every good piece:
the thigh and the shoulder.
Fill it with the choice bones.

5Take the choice of the flock,
and also a pile of wood for the bones
under the cauldron.

Make it boil well.
Yes, let its bones be boiled within it.”

6 “ ‘Therefore the Lord GOD says:
“Woe to the bloody city,

to the cauldron whose rust is in it,
and whose rust hasn’t gone out of it!

Take out of it piece after piece
without casting lots for it.

7 “ ‘ “For the blood she shed is in the middle
of her.

She set it on the bare rock.
She didn’t pour it on the ground,

to cover it with dust.
8That itmay causewrath to comeup to take

vengeance,
I have set her blood on the bare rock,
that it should not be covered.”

9 “ ‘Therefore the Lord GOD says:
“Woe to the bloody city!

I also will make the pile great.
10Heap on the wood.

Make the fire hot.
Boil the meat well.

Make the broth thick,
and let the bones be burned.

11Then set it empty on its coals,
that it may be hot,

and its bronzemay burn,
and that its filthiness may bemolten in
it,

that its rust may be consumed.
12 She is weary with toil;

yet her great rust,
rust by fire, doesn’t leave her.

13 “ ‘ “In your filthiness is lewdness. Be-
cause I have cleansed you and you weren’t
cleansed, you won’t be cleansed from your
filthiness any more, until I have caused my
wrath toward you to rest.

14 “ ‘ “I, the LORD, have spoken it. It will
happen, and I will do it. I won’t go back.
I won’t spare. I won’t repent. According
to your ways and according to your doings,
they will judge you,” says the Lord GOD.’ ”

15Also the LORD’s word came to me, say-
ing, 16 “Son of man, behold, I will take away
from you the desire of your eyes with one
stroke; yet you shall neither mourn nor
weep, neither shall your tears run down.
17 Sigh, but not aloud. Make no mourning
for the dead. Bind your headdress on you,
and put your sandals on your feet. Don’t
cover your lips, and don’t eat mourner’s
bread.”

18So I spoke to the people in themorning,
and at evening mywife died. So I did in the
morning as I was commanded.

19The people askedme, “Won’t you tell us
what these things mean to us, that you act
like this?”

20 Then I said to them, “The LORD’s word
came tome, saying, 21 ‘Speak to the house of
Israel, “The Lord GOD says: ‘Behold, I will
profane my sanctuary, the pride of your
power, the desire of your eyes, and that
which your soul pities; and your sons and
your daughters whom you have left behind
will fall by the sword. 22 You will do as I
have done. You won’t cover your lips or eat
mourner’s bread. 23 Your turbans will be
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on your heads, and your sandals on your
feet. You won’t mourn or weep; but you
will pine away in your iniquities, andmoan
one toward another. 24Thus Ezekiel will be
a sign to you; according to all that he has
done, you will do. When this comes, then
you will know that I am the Lord GOD.’ ” ’ ”

25 “You, son of man, shouldn’t it be in the
day when I take from them their strength,
the joyof their glory, thedesireof their eyes,
and that whereupon they set their heart—
their sons and their daughters— 26 that in
that day he who escapes will come to you,
to cause you to hear it with your ears? 27 In
that day your mouth will be opened to him
whohas escaped, and youwill speak andbe
nomoremute. So youwill be a sign to them.
Then they will know that I am the LORD.”

25
1 The LORD’s word came to me, saying,

2 “Son of man, set your face toward the
children of Ammon, and prophesy against
them. 3 Tell the children of Ammon, ‘Hear
the word of the Lord GOD! The Lord GOD
says, “Because you said, ‘Aha!’ against
my sanctuary when it was profaned, and
against the land of Israel when it wasmade
desolate, and against the house of Judah
when they went into captivity, 4 therefore,
behold, I will deliver you to the children
of the east for a possession. They will set
their encampments in you and make their
dwellings in you. They will eat your fruit
and they will drink your milk. 5 I will make
Rabbah a stable for camels and the chil-
dren of Ammon a resting place for flocks.
Then you will know that I am the LORD.”
6For the Lord GOD says: “Because you have
clapped your hands, stamped with the feet,
and rejoiced with all the contempt of your
soul against the land of Israel, 7 therefore,
behold, I have stretched out my hand on
you, and will deliver you for a plunder to
the nations. I will cut you off from the
peoples, and Iwill cause you toperish out of
the countries. I will destroy you. Then you
will know that I am the LORD.”

8 “ ‘The Lord GOD says: “Because Moab
and Seir say, ‘Behold, the house of Judah is
like all the nations,’ 9 therefore, behold, I
will open the side of Moab from the cities,
fromhis citieswhichareon its frontiers, the
glory of the country, Beth Jeshimoth, Baal
Meon, and Kiriathaim, 10 to the children of
the east, to go against the children of Am-
mon; and I will give them for a possession,
that the children of Ammon may not be
remembered among the nations. 11 I will
execute judgments onMoab. Then theywill
know that I am the LORD.”

12 “ ‘The Lord GOD says: “Because Edom
has dealt against the house of Judah by tak-
ing vengeance, and has greatly offended,
and taken revenge on them,” 13 therefore
the Lord GOD says, “I will stretch out my
hand on Edom, and will cut off man and
animal from it; and I will make it desolate
from Teman. They will fall by the sword
even to Dedan. 14 I will lay my vengeance
on Edom by the hand of my people Israel.
Theywill do inEdomaccording tomyanger
and according to my wrath. Then they will
knowmy vengeance,” says the Lord GOD.

15 “ ‘The Lord GOD says: “Because
the Philistines have taken revenge, and
have taken vengeance with contempt of
soul to destroy with perpetual hostility,”
16 therefore the Lord GOD says, “Behold, I
will stretch out my hand on the Philistines,
and I will cut off the Cherethites, and
destroy the remnant of the sea coast. 17 I
will execute great vengeance on them with
wrathful rebukes. Then theywill know that
I am the LORD,when I laymy vengeance on
them.” ’ ”

26
1 In the eleventh year, in the first of the

month, the LORD’s word came to me, say-
ing, 2 “Son of man, because Tyre has said
against Jerusalem, ‘Aha! She is broken! She
who was the gateway of the peoples has
been returned to me. I will be replenished,
now that she is laid waste;’ 3 therefore the
Lord GOD says, ‘Behold, I am against you,
Tyre, and will cause many nations to come
up against you, as the sea causes its waves
to come up. 4 They will destroy the walls
of Tyre, and break down her towers. I will
also scrapeher dust fromher, andmakeher
a bare rock. 5 She will be a place for the
spreading of nets in the middle of the sea;
for I have spoken it,’ says theLordGOD. ‘She
will become plunder for the nations. 6Her
daughters who are in the field will be slain
with the sword. Then they will know that I
am the LORD.’

7 “For the Lord GOD says: ‘Behold, I
will bring on Tyre Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon, king of kings, from the north, with
horses, with chariots, with horsemen, and
an army with many people. 8 He will kill
your daughters in the field with the sword.
He will make forts against you, cast up a
mound against you, and raise up the buck-
ler against you. 9 He will set his battering
engines against your walls, and with his
axes he will break down your towers. 10By
reason of the abundance of his horses, their
dust will cover you. Your walls will shake
at the noise of the horsemen, of thewagons,
and of the chariots, when he enters into
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your gates, as men enter into a city which
is broken open. 11 He will tread down all
your streetswith the hoofs of his horses. He
will kill your people with the sword. The
pillars of your strength will go down to the
ground. 12Theywillmakeaplunder of your
riches and make a prey of your merchan-
dise. They will break down your walls and
destroy your pleasant houses. They will lay
your stones, your timber, and your dust in
the middle of the waters. 13 I will cause the
noise of your songs to cease. The sound of
your harps won’t be heard any more. 14 I
will make you a bare rock. You will be a
place for the spreading of nets. You will be
built no more; for I the LORD have spoken
it,’ says the Lord GOD.

15 “The Lord GOD says to Tyre: ‘Won’t
the islands shake at the sound of your fall,
when thewoundedgroan,when the slaugh-
ter is made within you? 16 Then all the
princes of the sea will come down from
their thrones, and lay aside their robes,
and strip off their embroidered garments.
Theywill clothe themselveswith trembling.
They will sit on the ground, and will trem-
ble every moment, and be astonished at
you. 17Theywill take up a lamentation over
you, and tell you,
“How you are destroyed,

whowere inhabited by seafaringmen,
the renowned city,

who was strong in the sea,
she and her inhabitants,

whocaused their terror tobeonallwho
lived there!”

18Now the islandswill tremble in the day of
your fall.

Yes, the islands that are in the sea will
be dismayed at your departure.’

19 “For the Lord GOD says: ‘When I make
you a desolate city, like the cities that are
not inhabited, when I bring up the deep
on you, and the great waters cover you,
20 then Iwill bringyoudownwith thosewho
descend into the pit, to the people of old
time, and will make you dwell in the lower
parts of the earth, in the places that are
desolate of old, with those who go down to
the pit, that you be not inhabited; and I will
set glory in the land of the living. 21 I will
make you a terror, and you will no more
have any being. Though you are sought for,
yet you will never be found again,’ says the
Lord GOD.”

27
1 The LORD’s word came again to me,

saying, 2 “You, son of man, take up a lamen-
tation over Tyre; 3 and tell Tyre, ‘You who
dwell at the entry of the sea, who are the

merchant of the peoples to many islands,
the Lord GOD says:
“You, Tyre, have said,

‘I am perfect in beauty.’
4Your borders are in the heart of the seas.

Your builders have perfected your
beauty.

5They havemade all your planks of cypress
trees from Senir.

They have taken a cedar fromLebanon
tomake amast for you.

6 They have made your oars of the oaks of
Bashan.

They have made your benches of ivory
inlaid in cypress wood from the is-
lands of Kittim.

7 Your sail was of fine linen with embroi-
dered work from Egypt,

that it might be to you for a banner.
Blue and purple from the islands of
Elishah was your awning.

8 The inhabitants of Sidon and Arvad were
your rowers.

Your wise men, Tyre, were in you.
They were your pilots.

9The oldmen of Gebal
and itswisemenwereyourrepairersof
ship seams in you.

All the ships of the sea with their mariners
were in you

to deal in yourmerchandise.

10 “ ‘ “Persia, Lud, and Put were in your
army,

yourmen of war.
They hung the shield and helmet in you.

They showed your beauty.
11 The men of Arvad with your army were

on your walls all around,
and valiant menwere in your towers.

They hung their shields on your walls all
around.

They have perfected your beauty.
12“ ‘ “Tarshishwasyourmerchant by rea-

son of the multitude of all kinds of riches.
They traded for your wares with silver,
iron, tin, and lead.

13 “ ‘ “Javan, Tubal, and Meshech were
your traders. They traded the persons of
men and vessels of bronze for your mer-
chandise.

14 “ ‘ “They of the house of Togarmah
traded for your wares with horses, war
horses, andmules.

15 “ ‘ “The men of Dedan traded with you.
Many islands were the market of your
hand. They brought you horns of ivory and
ebony in exchange.

16 “ ‘ “Syria was yourmerchant by reason
of the multitude of your handiworks. They
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traded for your wares with emeralds, pur-
ple, embroidered work, fine linen, coral,
and rubies.

17 “ ‘ “Judah and the land of Israel were
your traders. They traded wheat of Min-
nith, confections, honey, oil, and balm for
yourmerchandise.

18 “ ‘ “Damascus was your merchant for
the multitude of your handiworks by rea-
son of the multitude of all kinds of riches,
with the wine of Helbon, and white wool.

19 “ ‘ “Vedan and Javan traded with yarn
for your wares; wrought iron, cassia, and
calamus were among yourmerchandise.

20 “ ‘ “Dedan was your merchant in pre-
cious saddle blankets for riding.

21 “ ‘ “Arabia and all the princes of Kedar
were your favorite dealers in lambs, rams,
and goats. In these, they were your mer-
chants.

22 “ ‘ “The traders of Sheba and Raamah
were your traders. They traded for your
wareswith thebest of all spices, all precious
stones, and gold.

23 “ ‘ “Haran, Canneh, Eden, the traders
of Sheba, Asshur and Chilmad, were your
traders. 24 These were your traders in
choice wares, in wrappings of blue and
embroidered work, and in cedar chests of
richclothingboundwithcords, amongyour
merchandise.
25 “ ‘ “The ships of Tarshish were your cara-

vans for yourmerchandise.
You were replenished
and made very glorious in the heart of
the seas.

26Your rowers have brought you into great
waters.

The east wind has broken you in the
heart of the seas.

27 Your riches, your wares, your merchan-
dise,

your mariners, your pilots, your re-
pairers of ship seams,

the dealers in yourmerchandise,
andall yourmenofwarwhoare inyou,

with all your companywhich is among you,
will fall into the heart of the seas in the
day of your ruin.

28At the sound of the cry of your pilots,
the pasture lands will shake.

29All who handle the oars,
the mariners and all the pilots of the
sea,

will come down from their ships.
They will stand on the land,

30andwill cause their voice to be heard
over you,

and will cry bitterly.
They will cast up dust on their heads.

They will wallow in the ashes.
31They will make themselves bald for you,

and clothe themselves with sackcloth.
Theywill weep for you in bitterness of soul,

with bitter mourning.
32 In theirwailing theywill take up a lamen-

tation for you,
and lament over you, saying,

‘Who is there like Tyre,
like herwho is brought to silence in the
middle of the sea?’

33When your wares came from the seas,
you filledmany peoples.

You enriched the kings of the earth
with themultitudeofyour richesandof
yourmerchandise.

34 In the time that you were broken by the
seas,

in the depths of the waters,
your merchandise and all your com-
pany fell within you.

35 All the inhabitants of the islands are as-
tonished at you,

and their kings are horribly afraid.
They are troubled in their face.

36Themerchants among the peoples hiss at
you.

You have come to a terrible end,
and youwill be nomore.” ’ ”

28
1 The LORD’s word came again to me,

saying, 2 “Sonofman, tell the prince of Tyre,
‘The Lord GOD says:
“Because your heart is lifted up,

and you have said, ‘I am a god,
I sit in the seat of God,

in themiddle of the seas;’
yet you areman,

and no god,
though you set your heart as the heart
of a god—

3behold, you are wiser than Daniel.
There is no secret that is hidden from
you.

4By your wisdom and by your understand-
ing you have gotten yourself riches,

and have gotten gold and silver into
your treasuries.

5By your great wisdom
andbyyour tradingyouhave increased
your riches,

and your heart is lifted up because of
your riches—”

6 “ ‘therefore the Lord GOD says:
“Because you have set your heart as the

heart of God,
7 therefore, behold, I will bring
strangers on you,

the terrible of the nations.
They will draw their swords against the

beauty of your wisdom.
They will defile your brightness.

8They will bring you down to the pit.
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You will die the death of those who are
slain

in the heart of the seas.
9Will you yet say before himwho kills you,

‘I am God’?
But you areman, and not God,
in the hand of himwhowounds you.

10 You will die the death of the uncircum-
cised

by the hand of strangers;
for I have spoken it,” says the Lord
GOD.’ ”

11Moreover theLORD’sword came tome,
saying, 12 “Son of man, take up a lamenta-
tion over the king of Tyre, and tell him, ‘The
Lord GOD says:
“Youwere the seal of full measure,

full of wisdom,
and perfect in beauty.

13Youwere in Eden,
the garden of God.

Every precious stone adorned you:
ruby, topaz, emerald,
chrysolite, onyx, jasper,
sapphire,* turquoise, and beryl.

Gold work of tambourines
and of pipes was in you.
Theywere prepared in the day that you
were created.

14 You were the anointed cherub who cov-
ers.

Then I set you up on the holymountain
of God.

You have walked up and down in the
middle of the stones of fire.

15 You were perfect in your ways from the
day that you were created,

until unrighteousness was found in
you.

16 By the abundance of your commerce,
your insides were filled with vio-
lence,

and you have sinned.
Therefore I have cast you as profane out of

God’s mountain.
I have destroyed you, covering cherub,
from themiddle of the stones of fire.

17 Your heart was lifted up because of your
beauty.

You have corrupted your wisdom by
reason of your splendor.

I have cast you to the ground.
I have laid you before kings,
that theymay see you.

18By themultitude of your iniquities,
in the unrighteousness of your com-
merce,

you have profaned your sanctuaries.

Therefore I havebrought out afire from the
middle of you.

It has devoured you.
I have turned you to ashes on the earth

in the sight of all those who see you.
19 All those who know you among the peo-

ples will be astonished at you.
You have become a terror,
and you will exist nomore.” ’ ”

20 The LORD’s word came to me, saying,
21 “Son of man, set your face toward Sidon,
and prophesy against it, 22 and say, ‘The
Lord GOD says:
“Behold, I am against you, Sidon.

I will be glorified among you.
Then they will know that I am the LORD,

when I have executed judgments in
her,

and am sanctified in her.
23For I will send pestilence into her,

and blood into her streets.
The wounded will fall within her,

with the sword on her on every side.
Then they will know that I am the
LORD.

24 “ ‘ “There will no longer be a pricking
brier to the house of Israel, nor a hurting
thorn of any that are around them that
scorned them. Then they will know that I
am the Lord GOD.”

25 “ ‘The Lord GOD says: “When I have
gathered the house of Israel from the peo-
ples among whom they are scattered, and
am shown as holy among them in the sight
of the nations, then they will dwell in their
own landwhich I gave tomy servant Jacob.
26 They will dwell in it securely. Yes, they
will build houses, plant vineyards, and will
dwell securely when I have executed judg-
ments on all those around them who have
treated themwith contempt. Then theywill
know that I am the LORD their God.” ’ ”

29
1 In the tenth year, in the tenth month,

on the twelfth day of themonth, the LORD’s
word came to me, saying, 2 “Son of man,
set your face against Pharaoh king of Egypt,
and prophesy against him and against all
Egypt. 3 Speak and say, ‘The Lord GOD says:
“Behold, I am against you, Pharaoh king of

Egypt,
the great monster that lies in the mid-
dle of his rivers,

that has said, ‘My river is my own,
and I havemade it for myself.’

4 I will put hooks in your jaws,
and I will make the fish of your rivers
stick to your scales.

* 28:13 or, lapis lazuli
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I will bring you up out of themiddle of your
rivers,

with all the fish of your rivers which
stick to your scales.

5 I’ll cast you out into the wilderness,
you and all the fish of your rivers.

You’ll fall on the open field.
You won’t be brought together or gath-
ered.

I have given you for food to the animals of
the earth

and to the birds of the sky.
6 “ ‘ “All the inhabitants of Egypt will

know that I am the LORD, because they
have been a staff of reed to the house of
Israel. 7 When they took hold of you by
your hand, you broke and tore all their
shoulders. When they leaned on you, you
broke and paralyzed all of their thighs.”

8 “ ‘Therefore the Lord GOD says: “Be-
hold, I will bring a sword on you, and will
cut offmanandanimal fromyou. 9The land
of Egypt will be a desolation and a waste.
Then they will know that I am the LORD.

“ ‘ “Because he has said, ‘The river is
mine, and I have made it,’ 10 therefore,
behold, I am against you and against your
rivers. I will make the land of Egypt an
utter waste and desolation, from the tower
of Seveneh even to the border of Ethiopia.
11 No foot of man will pass through it, nor
will anyanimal footpass through it. Itwon’t
be inhabited for forty years. 12 I will make
the land of Egypt a desolation in themiddle
of the countries that are desolate. Her cities
among the cities that are laid waste will
be a desolation forty years. I will scatter
the Egyptians among the nations, and will
disperse them through the countries.”

13 “ ‘For the Lord GOD says: “At the end
of forty years I will gather the Egyptians
from the peoples where they were scat-
tered. 14 I will reverse the captivity of
Egypt, and will cause them to return into
the land of Pathros, into the land of their
birth. There they will be a lowly kingdom.
15 It will be the lowest of the kingdoms. It
won’t lift itself up above the nations any
more. I will diminish them so that they will
no longer rule over the nations. 16 It will
no longer be the confidence of the house of
Israel, bringing iniquity to memory, when
they turn to look after them. Then they will
know that I am the Lord GOD.” ’ ”

17 It came to pass in the twenty-seventh
year, in the first month, in the first day of
the month, the LORD’s word came to me,
saying, 18 “Son of man, Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon caused his army to serve
a great service against Tyre. Every head
was made bald, and every shoulder was

worn; yet he had no wages, nor did his
army, from Tyre, for the service that he had
servedagainst it. 19Therefore theLordGOD
says: ‘Behold, I will give the land of Egypt to
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon. He will
carry off her multitude, take her plunder,
and take her prey. That will be the wages
for his army. 20 I have given him the land of
Egypt as his payment for which he served,
because they worked for me,’ says the Lord
GOD.

21“In that day Iwill cause ahorn to sprout
for the house of Israel, and I will open your
mouth among them. Then they will know
that I am the LORD.”

30
1 The LORD’s word came again to me,

saying, 2 “Son of man, prophesy, and say,
‘The Lord GOD says:
“Wail, ‘Alas for the day!’

3For the day is near,
even the LORD’s day is near.

It will be a day of clouds,
a time of the nations.

4A sword will come on Egypt,
and anguish will be in Ethiopia,
when the slain fall in Egypt.

They take away hermultitude,
and her foundations are broken down.

5 “ ‘ “Ethiopia, Put, Lud, all themixed peo-
ple, Cub, and the children of the land that is
allied with them, will fall with them by the
sword.”

6 “ ‘The LORD says:
“They also who uphold Egypt will fall.

Theprideofherpowerwill comedown.
They will fall by the sword in it from the

tower of Seveneh,”
says the Lord GOD.

7 “They will be desolate in themiddle of the
countries that are desolate.

Her cities will be among the cities that
are wasted.

8They will know that I am the LORD
when I have set a fire in Egypt,
and all her helpers are destroyed.

9 “ ‘ “In that day messengers will go out
from before me in ships to make the care-
less Ethiopians afraid. There will be an-
guish on them, as in the day of Egypt; for,
behold, it comes.”

10 “ ‘The Lord GOD says:
“I will also make the multitude of Egypt to

cease,
by the hand ofNebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon.

11He and his people with him,
the terrible of the nations,

will be brought in to destroy the land.
They will draw their swords against
Egypt,
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and fill the land with the slain.
12 I will make the rivers dry,

and will sell the land into the hand of
evil men.

I will make the land desolate,
and all that is therein,
by the hand of foreigners.
I, the LORD, have spoken it.”

13 “ ‘The Lord GOD says:
“I will also destroy the idols,

and I will cause the images to cease
fromMemphis.

There will be no more a prince from the
land of Egypt.

I will put a fear in the land of Egypt.
14 I will make Pathros desolate,

and will set a fire in Zoan,
and will execute judgments on No.

15 I will pourmywrath on Sin,
the stronghold of Egypt.
I will cut off themultitude of No.

16 I will set a fire in Egypt
Sin will be in great anguish.

No will be broken up.
Memphis will have adversaries in the
daytime.

17 The young men of Aven and of Pibeseth
will fall by the sword.

They will go into captivity.
18 At Tehaphnehes also the day will with-

draw itself,
when I break the yokes of Egypt there.

The pride of her power will cease in her.
As for her, a cloud will cover her,
and her daughters will go into captiv-
ity.

19Thus I will execute judgments on Egypt.
Then they will know that I am the
LORD.” ’ ”

20 In the eleventh year, in the first month,
in the seventh day of themonth, the LORD’s
word came to me, saying, 21 “Son of man,
I have broken the arm of Pharaoh king of
Egypt. Behold, it has not been bound up, to
apply medicines, to put a bandage to bind
it, that it may become strong to hold the
sword. 22 Therefore the Lord GOD says:
‘Behold, I amagainst Pharaohking of Egypt,
and will break his arms, the strong arm,
and that whichwas broken. I will cause the
sword to fall out of his hand. 23 I will scat-
ter the Egyptians among the nations, and
will disperse them through the countries.
24 I will strengthen the arms of the king of
Babylon, and putmy sword in his hand; but
I will break the arms of Pharaoh, and he
will groan before the king of Babylon with
the groaning of a mortally wounded man.
25 I will hold up the arms of the king of
Babylon, but the arms of Pharaoh will fall
down. Then they will know that I am the

LORD when I put my sword into the hand
of the king of Babylon, and he stretches it
out on the land of Egypt. 26 I will scatter the
Egyptians among the nations and disperse
them through the countries. Then they will
know that I am the LORD.’ ”

31
1 In the eleventh year, in the thirdmonth,

in the first day of the month, the LORD’s
word came tome, saying, 2 “Son ofman, tell
Pharaoh king of Egypt and his multitude:
‘Whom are you like in your greatness?
3 Behold, the Assyrian was a cedar in

Lebanon
with beautiful branches,

and with a forest-like shade,
of high stature;
and its topwasamong the thickboughs.

4The waters nourished it.
The deepmade it to grow.

Its rivers ran all around its plantation.
It sent out its channels to all the trees of
the field.

5Therefore its staturewas exalted above all
the trees of the field;

and its boughs weremultiplied.
Its branches became long by reason of

many waters,
when it spread them out.

6All the birds of the skymade their nests in
its boughs.

Under its branches, all the animals of
the field gave birth to their young.

All great nations lived under its
shadow.

7Thus it was beautiful in its greatness,
in the length of its branches;
for its root was bymanywaters.

8The cedars in the garden of God could not
hide it.

The cypress trees were not like its
branches.

The pine trees were not like its branches;
nor was any tree in the garden of God
like it in its beauty.

9 I made it beautiful by the multitude of its
branches,

so that all the trees of Eden,
that were in the garden of God, envied
it.’

10 “Therefore thus said the Lord GOD:
‘Because he is exalted in stature, and he
has set his top among the thick branches,
and his heart is lifted up in his height, 11 I
will deliver him into the hand of themighty
one of the nations. He will surely deal
with him. I have driven him out for his
wickedness. 12Foreigners, the tyrants of the
nations, have cut him off and have left him.
His branches have fallen on the mountains
and in all the valleys, and his boughs are
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broken by all the watercourses of the land.
All the peoples of the earth have gone down
from his shadow and have left him. 13 All
the birds of the sky will dwell on his ruin,
and all the animals of the field will be on
his branches, 14 to the end that none of all
the trees by the waters exalt themselves in
their stature, and don’t set their top among
the thick boughs. Their mighty ones don’t
standup on their height, even allwhodrink
water; for they are all delivered to death,
to the lower parts of the earth, among the
children ofmen,with thosewho godown to
the pit.’

15 “The Lord GOD says: ‘In the day when
he went down to Sheol,* I caused a mourn-
ing. I covered the deep for him, and I
restrained its rivers. The great waters were
stopped. I caused Lebanon to mourn for
him, and all the trees of the field fainted
for him. 16 I made the nations to shake at
the sound of his fall, when I cast him down
to Sheol† with those who descend into the
pit. All the trees of Eden, the choice and
best of Lebanon, all that drink water, were
comforted in the lower parts of the earth.
17They alsowent down into Sheol with him
to those who are slain by the sword; yes,
those who were his arm, who lived under
his shadow in themiddle of the nations.

18 “ ‘To whom are you thus like in glory
and in greatness among the trees of Eden?
Yet youwill be brought downwith the trees
of Eden to the lower parts of the earth. You
will lie in the middle of the uncircumcised,
with those who are slain by the sword.

“ ‘This is Pharaoh and all his multitude,’
says the Lord GOD.”

32
1 In the twelfth year, in the twelfthmonth,

in the first day of the month, “the LORD’s
word came to me, saying, 2 ‘Son of man,
take up a lamentation over Pharaoh king of
Egypt, and tell him,
“You were likened to a young lion of the

nations;
yet you are as amonster in the seas.

You broke out with your rivers,
and troubled thewaterswith your feet,
and fouled their rivers.”

3The Lord GOD says:
“I will spread out my net on you with a
company of many peoples.

They will bring you up inmy net.
4 I will leave you on the land.

I will cast you out on the open field,
and will cause all the birds of the sky to

settle on you.

I will satisfy the animals of the whole
earth with you.

5 I will lay your flesh on themountains,
and fill the valleys with your height.

6 I will also water the land in which you
swimwith your blood,

even to themountains.
The watercourses will be full of you.

7 When I extinguish you, I will cover the
heavens

andmake its stars dark.
I will cover the sun with a cloud,

and themoonwon’t give its light.
8 I will make all the bright lights of the sky

dark over you,
and set darkness on your land,” says
the Lord GOD.

9 “I will also trouble the hearts of many
peoples,

when I bring your destruction among
the nations,

into the countries which you have not
known.

10Yes, I will make many peoples amazed at
you,

and their kings will be horribly afraid
for you,

when I brandishmy sword before them.
They will tremble at everymoment,

everyman for his own life,
in the day of your fall.”

11For the Lord GOD says:
“The sword of the king of Babylon will
come on you.

12 I will cause your multitude to fall by the
swords of themighty.

They are all the ruthless of the nations.
They will bring the pride of Egypt to noth-

ing,
and all its multitude will be destroyed.

13 I will destroy also all its animals from
besidemanywaters.

The foot ofmanwon’t trouble themany
more,

nor will the hoofs of animals trouble
them.

14Then I will make their waters clear,
and cause their rivers to run like oil,”
says the Lord GOD.

15 “When I make the land of Egypt desolate
and waste,

a land destitute of that of which it was
full,

when I strike all those who dwell therein,
then theywill know that I am theLORD.

16 “ ‘ “This is the lamentation with which
they will lament. The daughters of the
nations will lament with this. They will
lament with it over Egypt, and over all her
multitude,” says the Lord GOD.’ ”

* 31:15 Sheol is the place of the dead. † 31:16 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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17Also in the twelfth year, in the fifteenth
day of the month, the LORD’s word came
to me, saying, 18 “Son of man, wail for the
multitude of Egypt, and cast them down,
even her and the daughters of the famous
nations, to the lower parts of the earth,with
thosewho go down into the pit. 19Whomdo
you pass in beauty? Go down, and be laid
with the uncircumcised. 20 They will fall
among those who are slain by the sword.
She is delivered to the sword. Draw her
away with all her multitudes. 21The strong
among the mighty will speak to him out of
the middle of Sheol* with those who help
him. They have gone down. The uncircum-
cised lie still, slain by the sword.

22 “Asshur is there with all her company.
Her graves are all around her. All of them
are slain, fallen by the sword, 23 whose
graves are set in the uttermost parts of the
pit, and her company is around her grave,
all of them slain, fallen by the sword, who
caused terror in the land of the living.

24 “There is Elam and all her multitude
around her grave; all of them slain, fallen
by the sword, who have gone down uncir-
cumcised into the lower parts of the earth,
who caused their terror in the land of the
living, and have borne their shame with
those who go down to the pit. 25 They
havemadeElamabedamong the slainwith
all her multitude. Her graves are around
her, all of them uncircumcised, slain by the
sword; for their terror was caused in the
landof the living, and theyhaveborne their
shame with those who go down to the pit.
He is put among those who are slain.

26 “There is Meshech, Tubal, and all their
multitude. Their graves are around them,
all of them uncircumcised, slain by the
sword; for they caused their terror in the
land of the living. 27 They will not lie with
the mighty who are fallen of the uncircum-
cised, who have gone down to Sheol with
their weapons of war and have laid their
swords under their heads. Their iniquities
are on their bones; for they were the terror
of themighty in the land of the living.

28 “But you will be broken among the
uncircumcised, and will lie with those who
are slain by the sword.

29 “There is Edom, her kings, and all her
princes, who in their might are laid with
those who are slain by the sword. Theywill
lie with the uncircumcised, and with those
who go down to the pit.

30 “There are the princes of the north, all
of them, and all the Sidonians, who have
gone down with the slain. They are put to
shame in the terror which they caused by

their might. They lie uncircumcised with
those who are slain by the sword, and bear
their shame with those who go down to the
pit.

31 “Pharaoh will see them and will be
comforted over all his multitude, even
Pharaoh and all his army, slain by the
sword,” says the Lord GOD. 32 “For I have
put his terror in the land of the living. He
will be laid among the uncircumcised, with
those who are slain by the sword, even
Pharaoh and all his multitude,” says the
Lord GOD.

33
1 The LORD’s word came to me, saying,

2 “Son of man, speak to the children of your
people, and tell them, ‘When I bring the
sword on a land, and the people of the land
take a man from among them, and set him
for their watchman, 3 if, when he sees the
sword comeon the land, he blows the trum-
pet and warns the people, 4 then whoever
hears the sound of the trumpet and doesn’t
heed the warning, if the sword comes and
takes him away, his blood will be on his
own head. 5 He heard the sound of the
trumpet and didn’t takewarning. His blood
will be on him; whereas if he had heeded
the warning, he would have delivered his
soul. 6 But if the watchman sees the sword
comeanddoesn’t blow the trumpet, and the
people aren’twarned, and the sword comes
and takes any person from among them, he
is taken away in his iniquity, but his blood I
will require at the watchman’s hand.’

7 “So you, son of man, I have set you a
watchman to the house of Israel. Therefore
hear the word from my mouth, and give
them warnings from me. 8When I tell the
wicked, ‘Owickedman, youwill surely die,’
and you don’t speak to warn the wicked
from his way, that wicked man will die in
his iniquity, but I will require his blood at
your hand. 9Nevertheless, if you warn the
wicked of his way to turn from it, and he
doesn’t turn from his way; he will die in his
iniquity, but you have delivered your soul.

10 “You, son of man, tell the house of
Israel: ‘You say this, “Our transgressions
and our sins are on us, and we pine away
in them. How then can we live?” ’ 11 Tell
them, ‘ “As I live,” says theLordGOD, “Ihave
no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but
that the wicked turn from his way and live.
Turn, turn from your evil ways! For why
will you die, house of Israel?” ’

12 “You, son of man, tell the children of
your people, ‘The righteousness of the righ-
teous will not deliver him in the day of his
disobedience. And as for the wickedness of

* 32:21 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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the wicked, he will not fall by it in the day
that he turns from his wickedness; neither
will he who is righteous be able to live by
it in the day that he sins. 13 When I tell
the righteous that he will surely live, if he
trusts in his righteousness and commits in-
iquity, none of his righteous deeds will be
remembered; but he will die in his iniquity
that he has committed. 14 Again, when I
say to the wicked, “You will surely die,” if
he turns from his sin and does that which
is lawful and right, 15 if the wicked restore
the pledge, give again that which he had
taken by robbery, walk in the statutes of
life, committing no iniquity, he will surely
live. He will not die. 16 None of his sins
that he has committed will be remembered
against him. He has done that which is
lawful and right. He will surely live.

17 “ ‘Yet the children of your people say,
“The way of the Lord is not fair;” but as for
them, their way is not fair. 18 When the
righteous turns from his righteousness and
commits iniquity, he will even die therein.
19When the wicked turns from his wicked-
nessanddoes thatwhich is lawfulandright,
he will live by it. 20Yet you say, “The way of
the Lord is not fair.” House of Israel, I will
judge every one of you after his ways.’ ”

21 In the twelfth year of our captivity,
in the tenth month, in the fifth day of
the month, one who had escaped out of
Jerusalem came tome, saying, “The city has
been defeated!” 22 Now the LORD’s hand
had been on me in the evening, before he
who had escaped came; and he had opened
mymouth until he came tome in themorn-
ing; and my mouth was opened, and I was
no longer mute.

23 The LORD’s word came to me, saying,
24 “Son ofman, thosewho inhabit thewaste
places in the land of Israel speak, saying,
‘Abraham was one, and he inherited the
land; but we are many. The land is given
us for inheritance.’ 25 Therefore tell them,
‘The Lord GOD says: “You eat with the
blood, and lift up your eyes to your idols,
and shed blood. So should you possess the
land? 26You stand on your sword, youwork
abomination, and every one of you defiles
his neighbor’s wife. So should you possess
the land?” ’

27 “You shall tell them, ‘The Lord GOD
says: “As I live, surely those who are in
the waste places will fall by the sword. I
will give whoever is in the open field to the
animals to be devoured, and those who are
in the strongholds and in the caves will die
of the pestilence. 28 I will make the land a
desolation and an astonishment. The pride
of her power will cease. The mountains of

Israel will be desolate, so that no one will
pass through. 29 Then they will know that
I am the LORD, when I have made the land
a desolation and an astonishment because
of all their abominations which they have
committed.” ’

30 “As for you, son of man, the children
of your people talk about you by the walls
and in the doors of the houses, and speak to
one another, everyone to his brother, say-
ing, ‘Please come and hear what the word
is that comes out from the LORD.’ 31 They
come to you as the people come, and they
sit before you as my people, and they hear
your words, but don’t do them; for with
theirmouth they showmuch love, but their
heart goes after their gain. 32 Behold, you
are to themas a very lovely song of onewho
has a pleasant voice, and can play well on
an instrument; for they hear your words,
but they don’t do them.

33 “When this comes to pass—behold, it
comes—then they will know that a prophet
has been among them.”

34
1 The LORD’s word came to me, say-

ing, 2 “Son of man, prophesy against the
shepherds of Israel. Prophesy, and tell
them, even the shepherds, ‘The Lord GOD
says: “Woe to the shepherds of Israel who
feed themselves! Shouldn’t the shepherds
feed the sheep? 3 You eat the fat. You
clothe yourself with the wool. You kill the
fatlings, but you don’t feed the sheep. 4You
haven’t strengthened the diseased. You
haven’t healed that which was sick. You
haven’t bound up that which was broken.
You haven’t brought back that which was
drivenaway. Youhaven’t sought thatwhich
was lost, but youhave ruled over themwith
force and with rigor. 5They were scattered,
because there was no shepherd. They be-
came food to all the animals of the field,
and were scattered. 6My sheep wandered
through all the mountains and on every
high hill. Yes, my sheep were scattered on
all the surface of the earth. There was no
one who searched or sought.”

7 “ ‘Therefore, you shepherds, hear the
LORD’s word: 8 “As I live,” says the Lord
GOD, “surely because my sheep became a
prey, and my sheep became food to all
the animals of the field, because there
was no shepherd, and my shepherds didn’t
search for my sheep, but the shepherds
fed themselves, and didn’t feed my sheep,
9 therefore, you shepherds, hear the LORD’s
word!” 10 The Lord GOD says: “Behold, I
am against the shepherds. I will require
my sheep at their hand, and cause them to
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cease from feeding the sheep. The shep-
herds won’t feed themselves any more. I
will deliver my sheep from their mouth,
that theymay not be food for them.”

11 “ ‘For the Lord GOD says: “Behold, I
myself, even I,will search formysheep, and
will seek them out. 12 As a shepherd seeks
out his flock in the day that he is among his
sheep that are scattered abroad, so I will
seek outmy sheep. Iwill deliver themout of
all placeswhere theyhavebeenscattered in
the cloudyanddarkday. 13 Iwill bring them
out from thepeoples, and gather them from
the countries, andwill bring them into their
own land. I will feed them on the moun-
tains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in
all the inhabited places of the country. 14 I
will feed themwith good pasture, and their
fold will be on the mountains of the height
of Israel. There they will lie down in a good
fold. They will feed on rich pasture on the
mountains of Israel. 15 I myself will be the
shepherdofmysheep, and Iwill cause them
to lie down,” says the Lord GOD. 16 “I will
seek that which was lost, and will bring
back that which was driven away, and will
bind up that which was broken, and will
strengthen that which was sick; but I will
destroy the fat and the strong. I will feed
them in justice.” ’

17 “As for you, O my flock, the Lord GOD
says: ‘Behold, I judge between sheep and
sheep, the rams and themale goats. 18Does
it seem a small thing to you to have fed on
the good pasture, but you must tread down
with your feet the residue of your pasture?
And to have drunk of the clear waters, but
must you foul the residue with your feet?
19As for my sheep, they eat that which you
have troddenwith your feet, and theydrink
that which you have fouled with your feet.’

20 “Therefore the Lord GOD says to them:
‘Behold, I, even I, will judge between the
fat sheep and the lean sheep. 21 Because
you thrust with side and with shoulder,
and push all the diseased with your horns,
until you have scattered them abroad,
22 therefore I will save my flock, and they
will no more be a prey. I will judge be-
tween sheep and sheep. 23 I will set up
one shepherd over them, and he will feed
them, even my servant David. He will feed
them, and he will be their shepherd. 24 I,
the LORD,will be their God, andmy servant
David prince among them. I, the LORD,
have spoken it.

25 “ ‘I will make with them a covenant of
peace, and will cause evil animals to cease
out of the land. They will dwell securely
in the wilderness and sleep in the woods.
26 I will make them and the places around
my hill a blessing. I will cause the shower

to come down in its season. There will be
showers of blessing. 27 The tree of the field
will yield its fruit, and the earth will yield
its increase, and theywill be secure in their
land. Then they will know that I am the
LORD, when I have broken the bars of their
yoke, and have delivered them out of the
hand of those who made slaves of them.
28 They will no more be a prey to the na-
tions, neither will the animals of the earth
devour them; but they will dwell securely,
and no one will make them afraid. 29 I will
raise up to them a plantation for renown,
and they will no more be consumed with
famine in the land, and not bear the shame
of the nations any more. 30 They will know
that I, the LORD, their God am with them,
and that they, the house of Israel, are my
people, says the Lord GOD. 31Youmy sheep,
the sheep of my pasture, are men, and I am
your God,’ says the Lord GOD.”

35
1Moreover the LORD’s word came to me,

saying, 2 “Son of man, set your face against
Mount Seir, and prophesy against it, 3 and
tell it, ‘The Lord GOD says: “Behold, I am
against you, Mount Seir, and I will stretch
out my hand against you. I will make you a
desolation and an astonishment. 4 I will lay
your cities waste, and you will be desolate.
Then youwill know that I am the LORD.

5 “ ‘ “Because you have had a perpetual
hostility, and have given over the children
of Israel to the power of the sword in the
time of their calamity, in the time of the
iniquity of the end, 6 therefore, as I live,”
says the Lord GOD, “I will prepare you for
blood, and bloodwill pursue you. Since you
have not hated blood, therefore blood will
pursue you. 7 Thus I will make Mount Seir
an astonishment and a desolation. I will
cut off from it himwho passes through and
him who returns. 8 I will fill its mountains
with its slain. The slain with the sword will
fall in your hills and in your valleys and in
all your watercourses. 9 I will make you
a perpetual desolation, and your cities will
not be inhabited. Then youwill know that I
am the LORD.

10 “ ‘ “Because you have said, ‘These two
nations and these two countries will be
mine, and we will possess it,’ although the
LORDwas there, 11 therefore, as I live,” says
the Lord GOD, “I will do according to your
anger, and according to your envy which
you have shown out of your hatred against
them; and Iwillmakemyself knownamong
them when I judge you. 12 You will know
that I, the LORD, have heard all your insults
which you have spoken against the moun-
tains of Israel, saying, ‘They have been laid
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desolate. They have been given to us to
devour.’ 13 You have magnified yourselves
againstmewith yourmouth, andhavemul-
tiplied yourwords againstme. I have heard
it.” 14The Lord GOD says: “When the whole
earth rejoices, I will make you desolate.
15 As you rejoiced over the inheritance of
the house of Israel because it was desolate,
so I will do to you. You will be desolate,
Mount Seir, and all Edom, even all of it.
Then they will know that I am the LORD.’ ”

36
1You, son of man, prophesy to the moun-

tains of Israel, and say, “You mountains of
Israel, hear the LORD’s word. 2 The Lord
GOD says: ‘Because the enemy has said
against you, “Aha!” and, “The ancient high
places are ours in possession!” ’ 3 therefore
prophesy, and say, ‘The LordGOD says: “Be-
cause, even because they have made you
desolate, and swallowed you up on every
side, that you might be a possession to the
residue of the nations, and you are taken
up in the lips of talkers, and the evil report
of the people;” 4 therefore, you mountains
of Israel, hear the word of the Lord GOD:
The Lord GOD says to the mountains and
to the hills, to the watercourses and to the
valleys, to the desolate wastes and to the
cities that are forsaken,whichhavebecome
a prey and derision to the residue of the
nations that are all around; 5 therefore the
Lord GOD says: “Surely in the fire of my
jealousy I have spoken against the residue
of the nations, and against all Edom, that
have appointed my land to themselves for
a possession with the joy of all their heart,
with despite of soul, to cast it out for a
prey.” ’ 6 Therefore prophesy concerning
the land of Israel, and tell the mountains,
the hills, the watercourses and the valleys,
‘The Lord GOD says: “Behold, I have spoken
in my jealousy and in my wrath, because
you have borne the shame of the nations.”
7 Therefore the Lord GOD says: “I have
sworn, ‘Surely the nations that are around
youwill bear their shame.’

8 “ ‘ “But you, mountains of Israel, you
shall shoot out your branches and yield
your fruit to my people Israel; for they are
at hand to come. 9For, behold, I am for you,
and Iwill come to you, and youwill be tilled
and sown. 10 I will multiply men on you, all
the house of Israel, even all of it. The cities
will be inhabited and the waste places will
be built. 11 I will multiply man and animal
on you. Theywill increase and be fruitful. I
will cause you to be inhabited as you were
before, and you will do better than at your
beginnings. Then you will know that I am
the LORD. 12Yes, Iwill causemen towalk on

you, even my people Israel. They will pos-
sess you, and you will be their inheritance,
and you will never again bereave them of
their children.”

13 “ ‘The Lord GOD says: “Because they
say to you, ‘You are a devourer of men,
and have been a bereaver of your nation;’
14 therefore you shall devourmen nomore,
and not bereave your nation any more,”
says the Lord GOD. 15 “I won’t let you hear
the shame of the nations any more. You
won’t bear the reproach of the peoples any
more, and you won’t cause your nation to
stumble anymore,” says the Lord GOD.’ ”

16Moreover theLORD’sword came tome,
saying, 17 “Son of man, when the house of
Israel lived in their own land, they defiled
it by their ways and by their deeds. Their
way before me was as the uncleanness of
a woman in her impurity. 18 Therefore I
poured outmywrath on them for the blood
which they had poured out on the land, and
because they had defiled it with their idols.
19 I scattered them among the nations, and
they were dispersed through the countries.
I judged them according to their way and
according to their deeds. 20 When they
came to the nations where they went, they
profaned my holy name, in that men said
of them, ‘These are the LORD’s people, and
have left his land.’ 21 But I had respect for
my holy name, which the house of Israel
had profaned among the nations where
they went.

22 “Therefore tell the house of Israel, ‘The
Lord GOD says: “I don’t do this for your
sake, house of Israel, but formy holy name,
which you have profaned among the na-
tions where you went. 23 I will sanctify
my great name, which has been profaned
among the nations, which you have pro-
faned among them. Then the nations will
know that I am the LORD,” says the Lord
GOD, “when I amproven holy in you before
their eyes.

24 “ ‘ “For I will take you from among the
nations and gather you out of all the coun-
tries, andwill bring you into yourown land.
25 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and
you will be clean. I will cleanse you from
all your filthiness and from all your idols.
26 I will also give you a new heart, and I will
put a new spiritwithin you. Iwill take away
the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will
give you a heart of flesh. 27 I will put my
Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in
my statutes. You will keep my ordinances
and do them. 28 You will dwell in the land
that I gave to your fathers. You will be my
people, and I will be your God. 29 I will save
you from all your uncleanness. I will call
for the grain andwill multiply it, and lay no



Ezekiel 36:30 668 Ezekiel 37:23

famine on you. 30 I will multiply the fruit of
the tree and the increase of the field, that
you may receive no more the reproach of
famine among the nations.

31 “ ‘ “Then you will remember your evil
ways, and your deeds that were not good;
and youwill loathe yourselves in your own
sight for your iniquities and for your abom-
inations. 32 I don’t do this for your sake,”
says the Lord GOD. “Let it be known to you.
Beashamedandconfounded for yourways,
house of Israel.”

33 “ ‘The Lord GOD says: “In the day that
I cleanse you from all your iniquities, I
will cause the cities to be inhabited and
the waste places will be built. 34 The land
that was desolate will be tilled instead of
being a desolation in the sight of all who
passed by. 35 They will say, ‘This land that
was desolate has become like the garden
of Eden. The waste, desolate, and ruined
cities are fortified and inhabited.’ 36 Then
the nations that are left around you will
know that I, theLORD, havebuilt the ruined
places andplanted thatwhichwasdesolate.
I, the LORD, have spoken it, and I will do it.”

37 “ ‘The Lord GOD says: “For this, more-
over, I will be inquired of by the house of
Israel, to do it for them: Iwill increase them
with men like a flock. 38 As the flock for
sacrifice, as the flock of Jerusalem in her
appointed feasts, so the waste cities will be
filled with flocks of men. Then they will
know that I am the LORD.’ ”

37
1 The LORD’s hand was on me, and he

broughtme out in the LORD’s Spirit, and set
me down in the middle of the valley; and it
was full of bones. 2 He caused me to pass
by them all around; and behold, therewere
very many in the open valley, and behold,
they were very dry. 3He said to me, “Son of
man, can these bones live?”
I answered, “Lord GOD, you know.”
4 Again he said to me, “Prophesy over

these bones, and tell them, ‘You dry bones,
hear the LORD’s word. 5The Lord GOD says
to these bones: “Behold, I will cause breath
to enter into you, and you will live. 6 I will
lay sinews on you, and will bring up flesh
on you, and cover you with skin, and put
breath in you, and you will live. Then you
will know that I am the LORD.” ’ ”

7So I prophesied as Iwas commanded. As
I prophesied, therewas anoise, andbehold,
there was an earthquake. Then the bones
came together, bone to its bone. 8 I saw,
and, behold, there were sinews on them,
and flesh came up, and skin covered them
above; but there was no breath in them.

9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the
wind, prophesy, son of man, and tell the
wind, ‘The Lord GOD says: “Come from the
four winds, breath, and breathe on these
slain, that theymay live.” ’ ”

10 So I prophesied as he commanded me,
and the breath came into them, and they
lived, and stood up on their feet, an exceed-
ingly great army.

11 Then he said to me, “Son of man, these
bonesare thewholehouseof Israel. Behold,
they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our
hope is lost. We are completely cut off.’
12 Therefore prophesy, and tell them, ‘The
Lord GOD says: “Behold, I will open your
graves, and cause you to come up out of
your graves,mypeople; and Iwill bring you
into the land of Israel. 13Youwill know that
I am the LORD, when I have opened your
graves and caused you to come up out of
your graves, my people. 14 I will put my
Spirit in you, and you will live. Then I will
place you in your own land; and you will
know that I, the LORD, have spoken it and
performed it,” says the LORD.’ ”

15 The LORD’s word came again to me,
saying, 16 “You, son of man, take one stick
and write on it, ‘For Judah, and for the chil-
dren of Israel his companions.’ Then take
another stick, and write on it, ‘For Joseph,
the stick of Ephraim, and for all the house
of Israel his companions.’ 17Then join them
for yourself to one another into one stick,
that theymay become one in your hand.

18 “When the children of your people
speak to you, saying, ‘Won’t you show us
what you mean by these?’ 19 tell them, ‘The
LordGOD says: “Behold, I will take the stick
of Joseph, which is in the hand of Ephraim,
and the tribes of Israel his companions; and
I will put them with it, with the stick of
Judah, and make them one stick, and they
will be one in my hand. 20 The sticks on
whichyouwritewill be in yourhandbefore
their eyes.” ’ 21 Say to them, ‘The Lord GOD
says: “Behold, I will take the children of
Israel from among the nations where they
have gone, and will gather them on every
side, and bring them into their own land.
22 I will make them one nation in the land,
on the mountains of Israel. One king will
be king to them all. They will no longer
be two nations. They won’t be divided into
two kingdoms any more at all. 23 They
won’t defile themselvesanymorewith their
idols, nor with their detestable things, nor
with any of their transgressions; but I will
save them out of all their dwelling places
inwhich they have sinned, andwill cleanse
them. So they will be my people, and I will
be their God.
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24 “ ‘ “My servant David will be king over
them. They all will have one shepherd.
They will also walk in my ordinances and
observe my statutes, and do them. 25 They
will dwell in the land that I have given to Ja-
cobmyservant, inwhichyour fathers lived.
Theywill dwell therein, they, and their chil-
dren, and their children’s children, forever.
David my servant will be their prince for-
ever. 26Moreover I will make a covenant of
peace with them. It will be an everlasting
covenant with them. I will place them,
multiply them, and will set my sanctuary
among them forever more. 27My tent also
will be with them. I will be their God, and
they will be my people. 28 The nations will
know that I am the LORD who sanctifies
Israel, when my sanctuary is among them
forever more.” ’ ”

38
1 The LORD’s word came to me, saying,

2 “Son of man, set your face toward Gog,
of the land of Magog, the prince of Rosh,
Meshech, and Tubal, and prophesy against
him, 3 and say, ‘The Lord GOD says: “Be-
hold, I am against you, Gog, prince of Rosh,
Meshech, and Tubal. 4 I will turn you
around, and put hooks into your jaws, and
I will bring you out, with all your army,
horses andhorsemen, all of themclothed in
full armor, a great company with buckler
and shield, all of them handling swords;
5 Persia, Cush, and Put with them, all of
them with shield and helmet; 6Gomer, and
all his hordes; the house of Togarmah in
the uttermost parts of the north, and all his
hordes—evenmany peoples with you.

7 “ ‘ “Be prepared, yes, prepare yourself,
you, and all your companies who are as-
sembled to you, and be a guard to them.
8 After many days you will be visited. In
the latter years you will come into the land
that is brought back from the sword, that
is gathered out of many peoples, on the
mountains of Israel, which have been a
continual waste; but it is brought out of the
peoples and they will dwell securely, all of
them. 9 You will ascend. You will come like
a storm. You will be like a cloud to cover
the land, youandall yourhordes, andmany
peoples with you.”

10 “ ‘The Lord GOD says: “It will happen
in that day that things will come into your
mind, and you will devise an evil plan.
11 You will say, ‘I will go up to the land of
unwalled villages. I will go to those who
are at rest, who dwell securely, all of them
dwelling without walls, and having neither
bars nor gates, 12 to take the plunder and
to take prey; to turn your hand against
the waste places that are inhabited, and

against the people who are gathered out
of the nations, who have gotten livestock
and goods, who dwell in the middle of the
earth.’ 13 Sheba, Dedan, and the merchants
of Tarshish, with all its young lions, will ask
you, ‘Have you come to take the plunder?
Have you assembled your company to take
the prey, to carry away silver and gold, to
take away livestock and goods, to take great
plunder?’ ” ’

14 “Therefore, son of man, prophesy, and
tell Gog, ‘The Lord GOD says: “In that day
whenmy people Israel dwells securely, will
younot know it? 15Youwill come fromyour
placeoutof theuttermostparts of thenorth,
you, andmanypeopleswith you, all of them
riding on horses, a great company and a
mighty army. 16 You will come up against
my people Israel as a cloud to cover the
land. It will happen in the latter days that
I will bring you against my land, that the
nationsmay knowmewhen I am sanctified
in you, Gog, before their eyes.”

17 “ ‘The Lord GOD says: “Are you he of
whom I spoke in old time by my servants
the prophets of Israel, who prophesied in
those days for years that I would bring you
against them? 18 It will happen in that
day, when Gog comes against the land of
Israel,” says the Lord GOD, “that my wrath
will come up into my nostrils. 19 For in my
jealousy and in the fire of my wrath I have
spoken. Surely in that day there will be
a great shaking in the land of Israel, 20 so
that the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky,
the animals of the field, all creeping things
who creep on the earth, and all the men
who are on the surface of the earth will
shake at my presence. Then the mountains
will be thrown down, the steep places will
fall, and every wall will fall to the ground.
21 I will call for a sword against him to all
my mountains,” says the Lord GOD. “Every
man’s sword will be against his brother.
22 I will enter into judgment with him with
pestilence and with blood. I will rain on
him, on his hordes, and on the many peo-
pleswho arewith him, torrential rainswith
great hailstones, fire, and sulfur. 23 I will
magnify myself and sanctify myself, and I
willmakemyself known in theeyesofmany
nations. Then they will know that I am the
LORD.” ’

39
1 “You, son of man, prophesy against Gog,

and say, ‘The Lord GOD says: “Behold, I am
against you, Gog, prince of Rosh, Meshech,
and Tubal. 2 I will turn you around, will
lead you on, and will cause you to come
up from the uttermost parts of the north;
and I will bring you onto the mountains of
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Israel. 3 I will strike your bow out of your
left hand, andwill cause your arrows to fall
out of your right hand. 4 You will fall on
the mountains of Israel, you, and all your
hordes, and the peopleswho arewith you. I
will give you to the ravenous birds of every
sort and to the animals of the field to be
devoured. 5 You will fall on the open field,
for I have spoken it,” says the Lord GOD. 6 “I
will send a fire onMagog and on those who
dwell securely in the islands. Then theywill
know that I am the LORD.

7 “ ‘ “I will make my holy name known
among my people Israel. I won’t allow my
holy name to be profaned any more. Then
the nations will know that I am the LORD,
the Holy One in Israel. 8 Behold, it comes,
and it will be done,” says the Lord GOD.
“This is the day about which I have spoken.

9 “ ‘ “Those who dwell in the cities of Is-
rael will go out and will make fires of the
weapons and burn them, both the shields
and the bucklers, the bows and the arrows,
and the war clubs and the spears, and they
will make fires with them for seven years;
10 so that they will take no wood out of
the field, and not cut down any out of the
forests; for they will make fires with the
weapons. They will plunder those who
plundered them, and rob thosewho robbed
them,” says the Lord GOD.

11 “ ‘ “It will happen in that day, that I will
give to Gog a place for burial in Israel, the
valley of thosewhopass throughon the east
of the sea; and it will stop those who pass
through. They will bury Gog and all his
multitude there, and they will call it ‘The
valley of Hamon Gog’.

12 “ ‘ “The house of Israel will be bury-
ing them for seven months, that they may
cleanse the land. 13Yes, all the people of the
land will bury them; and they will become
famous in the day that I will be glorified,”
says the Lord GOD.

14 “ ‘ “They will set apart men of contin-
ual employment who will pass through the
land. Those who pass through will go with
those who bury those who remain on the
surface of the land, to cleanse it. After
the end of seven months they will search.
15 Those who search through the land will
pass through; and when anyone sees a
man’s bone, then he will set up a sign by it,
until the undertakers have buried it in the
valley of Hamon Gog. 16Hamonah will also
be the name of a city. Thus theywill cleanse
the land.” ’

17 “You, son of man, the Lord GOD says:
‘Speak to the birds of every sort, and to
every animal of the field, “Assemble your-
selves, and come; gather yourselves on ev-
ery side to my sacrifice that I sacrifice for

you, even a great sacrifice on the moun-
tains of Israel, that you may eat meat and
drink blood. 18You shall eat the flesh of the
mighty, and drink the blood of the princes
of the earth, of rams, of lambs, and of
goats, ofbulls, all of themfatlingsofBashan.
19 You shall eat fat until you are full, and
drink blood until you are drunk, of my sac-
rificewhich I have sacrificed for you. 20You
shall be filled at my table with horses and
charioteers, with mighty men, and with all
men of war,” says the Lord GOD.’

21 “I will set my glory among the nations.
Then all the nations will see my judgment
that I have executed, and my hand that I
have laid on them. 22 So the house of Israel
will know that I am the LORD their God,
from that day and forward. 23 The nations
will know that the house of Israel went into
captivity for their iniquity, because they
trespassed against me, and I hid my face
from them; so I gave them into the hand
of their adversaries, and they all fell by
the sword. 24 I did to them according to
their uncleanness and according to their
transgressions. I hid my face from them.

25 “Therefore the Lord GOD says: ‘Now I
will reverse the captivity of Jacob and have
mercy on the whole house of Israel. I will
be jealous for my holy name. 26 They will
forget their shame and all their trespasses
by which they have trespassed against me,
when they dwell securely in their land. No
one will make them afraid 27 when I have
brought them back from the peoples, gath-
ered them out of their enemies’ lands, and
am shown holy among them in the sight of
many nations. 28 They will know that I am
the LORD their God, in that I caused them
to go into captivity among the nations, and
havegathered themto theirown land. Then
I will leave none of them captive anymore.
29 Iwon’t hidemy face from themanymore,
for I havepouredoutmySpirit on thehouse
of Israel,’ says the Lord GOD.”

40
1 In the twenty-fifth year of our captivity,

in the beginning of the year, in the tenth
day of the month, in the fourteenth year
after the city was struck, in the same day,
theLORD’shandwasonme, andhebrought
me there. 2 In the visions of God he brought
me into the land of Israel, and set me down
on a very high mountain, on which was
something like the frame of a city to the
south. 3He brought me there; and, behold,
there was a man whose appearance was
like the appearance of bronze, with a line
of flax in his hand and a measuring reed;
and he stood in the gate. 4 The man said to
me, “Son of man, see with your eyes, and
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hear with your ears, and set your heart on
all that I will show you; for you have been
brought here so that I may show them to
you. Declare all that you see to the house of
Israel.”

5 Behold, there was a wall on the outside
of the house all around, and in the man’s
hand a measuring reed six cubits* long,
of a cubit and a hand width each. So he
measured the thickness of the building, one
reed; and the height, one reed.

6 Then he came to the gate which looks
toward the east, and went up its steps. He
measured the threshold of the gate, one
reed wide; and the other threshold, one
reed wide. 7Every lodge was one reed long
and one reedwide. Between the lodgeswas
five cubits. The threshold of the gate by the
porch of the gate toward the housewas one
reed.

8He measured also the porch of the gate
toward the house, one reed. 9Then hemea-
sured theporchof thegate, eight cubits; and
its posts, two cubits; and the porch of the
gate was toward the house.

10 The side rooms of the gate eastward
were three on this side, and three on that
side. The three of them were of one mea-
sure. The posts had one measure on this
side and on that side. 11 He measured the
width of the opening of the gate, ten cubits;
and the length of the gate, thirteen cubits;
12and a border before the lodges, one cubit
on this side, and a border, one cubit on
that side; and the side rooms, six cubits
on this side, and six cubits on that side.
13 He measured the gate from the roof of
the one side room to the roof of the other,
a width of twenty-five cubits, door against
door. 14 He also made posts, sixty cubits;
and the court reached to the posts, around
the gate. 15 From the forefront of the gate
at the entrance to the forefront of the inner
porch of the gate were fifty cubits. 16There
were closedwindows to the side rooms, and
to their posts within the gate all around,
and likewise to the arches. Windows were
around inward. Palm trees were on each
post.

17 Then he brought me into the outer
court. Behold, there were rooms and a
pavement made for the court all around.
Thirty roomswere on the pavement. 18The
pavement was by the side of the gates, cor-
responding to the length of the gates, even
the lower pavement. 19 Then he measured
the width from the forefront of the lower

gate to the forefront of the inner court out-
side, one hundred cubits, both on the east
and on the north.

20 He measured the length and width of
the gate of the outer court which faces to-
ward the north. 21 The lodges of it were
three on this side and three on that side. Its
posts and its arches were the same as the
measure of the first gate: its lengthwasfifty
cubits, and the width twenty-five cubits.
22 Itswindows, its arches, and its palm trees
were the same as the measure of the gate
which faces toward the east. They went up
to it by seven steps. Its arches were before
them. 23There was a gate to the inner court
facing the other gate, on the north and on
the east. He measured one hundred cubits
from gate to gate.

24 He led me toward the south; and be-
hold, there was a gate toward the south.
He measured its posts and its arches ac-
cording to these measurements. 25 There
were windows in it and in its arches all
around, like the other windows: the length
was fifty cubits, and the width twenty-five
cubits. 26Therewere seven steps to go up to
it, and its arches were before them. It had
palm trees, one on this side, and another
on that side, on its posts. 27 There was a
gate to the inner court toward the south. He
measured one hundred cubits from gate to
gate toward the south.

28 Then he brought me to the inner
court by the south gate. He measured
the south gate according to these measure-
ments; 29 with its lodges, its posts, and its
arches, according to these measurements.
There were windows in it and in its arches
all around. It was fifty cubits long, and
twenty-five cubits wide. 30 There were
arches all around, twenty-five cubits long
and five cubits wide. 31 Its arches were
toward the outer court. Palm trees were on
its posts. The ascent to it had eight steps.

32 He brought me into the inner court
toward the east. He measured the gate ac-
cording to these measurements; 33with its
lodges, its posts, and its arches, according to
these measurements. There were windows
in it and in its arches all around. It was fifty
cubits long, and twenty-five cubits wide.
34 Its arches were toward the outer court.
Palm treeswere on its posts on this side and
on that side. The ascent to it had eight steps.

35 He brought me to the north gate, and
he measured it according to these mea-
surements— 36 its lodges, its posts, and

* 40:5 A normal cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches
or 46 centimeters. A handbreadth is about 4.3 inches or 11 centimeters, so the long cubit described here would be about
22.3 inches or 57 centimeters long. Thus, a 6 long cubit measuring reed would have been about 3 yards 26.6 inches or
about 3.42 meters long.
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its arches. There were windows in it all
around. The length was fifty cubits and the
width twenty-five cubits. 37 Its posts were
toward the outer court. Palm trees were on
its posts on this side and on that side. The
ascent to it had eight steps.

38A roomwith its doorwas by the posts at
the gates. They washed the burnt offering
there. 39 In the porch of the gate were two
tables on this side and two tables on that
side, on which to kill the burnt offering, the
sin offering, and the trespass offering. 40On
the one side outside, as one goes up to the
entry of the gate toward the north, were
two tables; and on the other side, which
belonged to the porch of the gate, were two
tables. 41 Four tables were on this side,
and four tables on that side, by the side of
the gate: eight tables, on which they killed
the sacrifices. 42 There were four cut stone
tables for the burnt offering, a cubit and
a half long, a cubit and a half wide, and
one cubit high. They laid the instruments
with which they killed the burnt offering
and the sacrifice on them. 43 The hooks, a
hand width long, were fastened within all
around. Themeat of the offeringwas on the
tables.

44 Outside of the inner gate were rooms
for the singers in the inner court,whichwas
at the side of the north gate. They faced
toward the south. One at the side of the
east gate faced toward the north. 45 He
said to me, “This room, which faces toward
the south, is for the priests who perform
the duty of the house. 46 The room which
faces toward the north is for the priests
who perform the duty of the altar. These
are the sons of Zadok, who from among
the sons of Levi come near to the LORD to
minister to him.” 47Hemeasured the court,
one hundred cubits long and one hundred
cubits wide, square. The altar was before
the house.

48 Then he brought me to the porch of
the house, and measured each post of the
porch, five cubits on this side, and five cu-
bits on that side. The width of the gate was
three cubits on this side and three cubits on
that side. 49 The length of the porch was
twenty cubits and the width eleven cubits,
even by the steps by which they went up to
it. There were pillars by the posts, one on
this side, and another on that side.

41
1 He brought me to the nave and mea-

sured the posts, six cubits wide on the one
side and six cubits wide on the other side,
whichwas thewidth of the tent. 2Thewidth

of the entrance was ten cubits,* and the
sides of the entrancewere five cubits on the
one side, and five cubits on the other side.
Hemeasured its length, fortycubits, and the
width, twenty cubits.

3 Then he went inward and measured
each post of the entrance, two cubits; and
theentrance, six cubits; and thewidthof the
entrance, seven cubits. 4 He measured its
length, twentycubits, and thewidth, twenty
cubits, before the nave. He said tome, “This
is the most holy place.”

5Thenhemeasured thewall of the house,
six cubits; and thewidthof every side room,
four cubits, all around the house on every
side. 6 The side rooms were in three sto-
ries, one over another, and thirty in each
story. They entered into the wall which
belonged to the house for the side rooms
all around, that they might be supported
and not penetrate the wall of the house.
7 The side rooms were wider on the higher
levels, because the walls were narrower at
the higher levels. Therefore the width of
the house increased upward; and so one
went up from the lowest level to the highest
through themiddle level.

8 I saw also that the house had a raised
base all around. The foundations of the
side rooms were a full reed of six great
cubits. 9 The thickness of the outer wall of
the side rooms was five cubits. That which
was left was the place of the side rooms
that belonged to the house. 10 Between the
roomswas awidth of twenty cubits around
the house on every side. 11The doors of the
side rooms were toward an open area that
was left, one door toward the north, and
another door toward the south. The width
of the open area was five cubits all around.

12 The building that was before the sepa-
rate place at the side toward the west was
seventy cubits wide; and the wall of the
building was five cubits thick all around,
and its length ninety cubits.

13 So he measured the temple, one hun-
dred cubits long; and the separate place,
and the building, with its walls, one hun-
dred cubits long; 14 also the width of the
face of the temple, and of the separate place
toward the east, one hundred cubits.

15Hemeasured the length of the building
before the separate place which was at its
back, and its gallerieson theonesideandon
the other side, one hundred cubits from the
inner temple, and the porches of the court,
16 the thresholds, and the closed windows,

* 41:2 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters.
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and the galleries around on their three sto-
ries, opposite the threshold, withwood ceil-
ings all around, and from the ground up
to the windows, (now the windows were
covered), 17 to the space above the door,
even to the inner house, and outside, and
byall thewall all around insideandoutside,
by measure. 18 It was made with cherubim
and palm trees. A palm tree was between
cherub and cherub, and every cherub had
two faces, 19 so that there was the face of a
man toward the palm tree on the one side,
and the face of a young lion toward the
palm tree on the other side. It was made
like this through all the house all around.
20 Cherubim and palm trees were made
from the ground to above thedoor. Thewall
of the temple was like this.

21 The door posts of the nave were
squared. As for the face of the nave, its
appearance was as the appearance of the
temple. 22 The altar was of wood, three
cubits high, and its length two cubits. Its
corners, itsbase, and itswallswereofwood.
Hesaid tome, “This is the table that isbefore
the LORD.” 23The temple and the sanctuary
had two doors. 24The doors had two leaves
each, two turning leaves: two for the one
door, and two leaves for the other. 25 There
were made on them, on the doors of the
nave, cherubim and palm trees, like those
made on the walls. There was a threshold
of wood on the face of the porch outside.
26 There were closed windows and palm
trees on the one side and on the other side,
on the sides of the porch. This is how the
side rooms of the temple and the thresholds
were arranged.

42
1 Then he brought me out into the outer

court, the way toward the north. Then he
broughtme into the room thatwas opposite
the separate place, andwhichwas opposite
the building toward the north. 2 Facing
the length of one hundred cubits* was the
north door, and the width was fifty cu-
bits. 3 Opposite the twenty cubits which
belonged to the inner court, and opposite
the pavement which belonged to the outer
court, was gallery against gallery in the
three stories. 4 Before the rooms was a
walk of ten cubits’ width inward, a way of
one cubit; and their doors were toward the
north. 5Nowtheupper roomswere shorter;
for the galleries took away from thesemore
than from the lower and the middle in the
building. 6 For they were in three stories,
and they didn’t have pillars as the pillars

of the courts. Therefore the uppermost
was set back more than the lowest and the
middle fromtheground. 7Thewall thatwas
outside by the side of the rooms, toward
the outer court before the rooms, was fifty
cubits long. 8 For the length of the rooms
thatwere in the outer courtwas fifty cubits.
Behold, those facing the temple were one
hundred cubits. 9 From under these rooms
was the entry on the east side, as one goes
into them from the outer court.

10 In the thickness of the wall of the court
toward the east, before the separate place,
and before the building, there were rooms.
11Thewaybefore themwas like the appear-
ance of the rooms which were toward the
north. Their length and width were the
same. All their exits had the same arrange-
ment and doors. 12 Like the doors of the
rooms that were toward the south was a
door at the head of the way, even the way
directly before the wall toward the east, as
one enters into them.

13 Then he said to me, “The north rooms
and the south rooms, which are opposite
the separate place, are the holy rooms,
where the priestswho are near to the LORD
shall eat the most holy things. There they
shall lay themost holy things, with themeal
offering, the sin offering, and the trespass
offering; for the place is holy. 14When the
priests enter in, then they shall not go out of
theholyplace into theouter court until they
lay their garments in which they minister
there; for they are holy. Then they shall put
on other garments, and shall approach that
which is for the people.”

15Now when he had finished measuring
the inner house, he brought me out by the
way of the gatewhich faces toward the east,
and measured it all around. 16 He mea-
sured on the east side with the measuring
reed five hundred reeds, with the measur-
ing reed all around. 17 He measured on
the north side five hundred reeds with the
measuring reed all around. 18Hemeasured
on the south side five hundred reeds with
the measuring reed. 19He turned about to
the west side, and measured five hundred
reeds with the measuring reed. 20He mea-
sured it on the four sides. It had a wall
around it, the length five hundred cubits,
and the width five hundred cubits, to make
a separation between that which was holy
and that which was common.

43
1 Afterward he brought me to the gate,

even the gate that looks toward the east.
2Behold, the glory of the God of Israel came

* 42:2 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters.
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from the way of the east. His voice was like
the sound of many waters; and the earth
was illuminated with his glory. 3 It was
like the appearance of the vision which I
saw, even according to the vision that I saw
when I came to destroy the city; and the
visionswere like the vision that I sawby the
river Chebar; and I fell on my face. 4 The
LORD’s glory came into the house by the
way of the gatewhich faces toward the east.
5 The Spirit took me up and brought me
into the inner court; andbehold, theLORD’s
glory filled the house.

6 I heard one speaking to me out of the
house, and a man stood by me. 7 He said
to me, “Son of man, this is the place of
my throne and the place of the soles of my
feet, where I will dwell among the children
of Israel forever. The house of Israel will
no more defile my holy name, neither they
nor their kings, by their prostitution and by
the dead bodies of their kings in their high
places; 8 in their setting of their threshold
by my threshold and their door post beside
my door post. There was a wall between
me and them; and they have defiled my
holy name by their abominations which
theyhave committed. Therefore I have con-
sumed them in my anger. 9 Now let them
put away their prostitution, and the dead
bodies of their kings far from me. Then I
will dwell among them forever.

10 “You, son ofman, show the house to the
house of Israel, that they may be ashamed
of their iniquities; and let themmeasure the
pattern. 11 If they are ashamed of all that
they have done, make known to them the
form of the house, its fashion, its exits, its
entrances, its structure, all its ordinances,
all its forms, and all its laws; and write it
in their sight, that theymay keep the whole
form of it, and all its ordinances, and do
them.

12 “This is the law of the house. On the top
of the mountain the whole limit around it
shall bemost holy. Behold, this is the law of
the house.

13 “These are themeasurements of the al-
tarbycubits (the cubit* is a cubit andahand
width): the bottom shall be a cubit, and the
widthacubit, and itsborderaround its edge
a span;† and this shall be the base of the
altar. 14 From the bottom on the ground to
the lower ledge shall be two cubits, and the
width one cubit; and from the lesser ledge
to the greater ledge shall be four cubits, and
thewidth a cubit. 15Theupper altar shall be
four cubits; and from the altar hearth and

upward there shall be four horns. 16 The
altar hearth shall be twelve cubits long by
twelve wide, square in its four sides. 17The
ledge shall be fourteen cubits long by four-
teen wide in its four sides; and the border
about it shall be half a cubit; and its bottom
shall be a cubit around; and its steps shall
look toward the east.”

18 He said to me, “Son of man, the Lord
GOD says: ‘These are the ordinances of the
altar in the day when they make it, to offer
burnt offerings on it, and to sprinkle blood
on it. 19You shall give to theLevitical priests
who are of the offspring of Zadok, who are
near tome, tominister tome,’ says the Lord
GOD, ‘a young bull for a sin offering. 20You
shall take of its blood and put it on its four
horns, and on the four corners of the ledge,
and on the border all around. You shall
cleanse it and make atonement for it that
way. 21 You shall also take the bull of the
sin offering, and it shall be burned in the
appointed place of the house, outside of the
sanctuary.

22 “On the second day you shall offer a
male goat without defect for a sin offering;
and they shall cleanse the altar, as they
cleansed it with the bull. 23When you have
finished cleansing it, you shall offer a young
bull without defect and a ram out of the
flockwithoutdefect. 24Youshall bring them
near to the LORD, and the priests shall cast
salt on them, and they shall offer them up
for a burnt offering to the LORD.

25 “Seven days you shall prepare every
day a goat for a sin offering. They shall
also prepare a young bull and a ram out
of the flock, without defect. 26 Seven days
shall they make atonement for the altar
and purify it. So shall they consecrate it.
27When theyhaveaccomplished thedays, it
shall be that on the eighth day and onward,
the priests shall make your burnt offerings
on the altar and your peace offerings. Then
I will accept you,’ says the Lord GOD.”

44
1 Then he brought me back by the way of

the outer gate of the sanctuary, which looks
toward theeast; and itwas shut. 2TheLORD
said to me, “This gate shall be shut. It shall
not be opened, no man shall enter in by it;
for the LORD, the God of Israel, has entered
in by it. Therefore it shall be shut. 3As for
the prince, he shall sit in it as prince to eat
bread before the LORD. He shall enter by
the way of the porch of the gate, and shall
go out the sameway.”

* 43:13 Anormal cubit is the length from the tip of themiddle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18 inches or
46 centimeters. A handwidth is about 4.3 inches or 11 cm. † 43:13 A span is the length from the tip of aman’s thumb
to the tip of his little finger when his hand is stretched out (about half a cubit, or 9 inches, or 22.8 cm.)
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4 Then he brought me by the way of the
north gate before the house; and I looked,
and behold, the LORD’s glory filled the
LORD’s house; so I fell onmy face.

5The LORD said tome, “Son ofman,mark
well, and see with your eyes, and hear with
your ears all that I tell you concerning all
the ordinances of the LORD’s house and
all its laws; and mark well the entrance of
the house, with every exit of the sanctuary.
6Youshall tell the rebellious, even thehouse
of Israel, ‘The Lord GOD says: “You house
of Israel, let that be enough of all your
abominations, 7 in that you have brought
in foreigners, uncircumcised in heart and
uncircumcised in flesh, to be in my sanc-
tuary, to profane it, even my house, when
you offer my bread, the fat and the blood;
and they have broken my covenant, to add
to all your abominations. 8 You have not
performed the duty of my holy things; but
you have set performers of my duty in my
sanctuary for yourselves.” 9 The Lord GOD
says, “No foreigner, uncircumcised in heart
and uncircumcised in flesh, shall enter into
my sanctuary, of any foreigners who are
among the children of Israel.

10 “ ‘ “But the Levites who went far from
me when Israel went astray, who went
astray from me after their idols, they will
bear their iniquity. 11Yet they shall be min-
isters in my sanctuary, having oversight at
the gates of the house, and ministering in
the house. They shall kill the burnt offering
and the sacrifice for the people, and they
shall standbefore them tominister to them.
12 Because they ministered to them before
their idols, and became a stumbling block
of iniquity to the house of Israel, therefore
I have lifted up my hand against them,”
says the LordGOD, “and theywill bear their
iniquity. 13They shall not come near to me,
to execute the office of priest to me, nor to
come near to any of my holy things, to the
things that aremost holy; but theywill bear
their shame and their abominations which
they have committed. 14 Yet I will make
them performers of the duty of the house,
for all its serviceand forall thatwill bedone
therein.

15 “ ‘ “But the Levitical priests, the sons
of Zadok, who performed the duty of my
sanctuary when the children of Israel went
astray from me, shall come near to me to
minister to me. They shall stand before me
to offer to me the fat and the blood,” says
the Lord GOD. 16 “They shall enter into my
sanctuary, and they shall come near to my
table, tominister tome, and they shall keep
my instruction.

17 “ ‘ “It will be that when they enter in at
the gates of the inner court, they shall be

clothed with linen garments. No wool shall
come on them while they minister in the
gates of the inner court, andwithin. 18They
shall have linen turbanson theirheads, and
shall have linen trousers on their waists.
They shall not clothe themselves with any-
thing that makes them sweat. 19When they
go out into the outer court, even into the
outer court to the people, they shall put off
their garments in which they minister and
lay them in the holy rooms. They shall put
on other garments, that they not sanctify
the people with their garments.

20 “ ‘ “They shall not shave their heads, or
allow their locks to grow long. They shall
only cut off the hair of their heads. 21None
of the priests shall drink wine when they
enter into the inner court. 22They shall not
take for their wives a widow, or her who is
put away; but they shall take virgins of the
offspring of the house of Israel, or a widow
who is the widow of a priest. 23 They shall
teachmypeople the difference between the
holy and the common, and cause them to
discern between the unclean and the clean.

24 “ ‘ “In a controversy they shall stand to
judge. They shall judge it according to my
ordinances. They shall keep my laws and
my statutes in allmy appointed feasts. They
shall makemy Sabbaths holy.

25 “ ‘ “They shall go in to no dead person
to defile themselves; but for father, or for
mother, or for son, or for daughter, for
brother, or for sister who has had no hus-
band, they may defile themselves. 26 After
he is cleansed, they shall reckon to him
seven days. 27 In the day that he goes into
the sanctuary, into the inner court, to min-
ister in the sanctuary, he shall offer his sin
offering,” says the Lord GOD.

28 “ ‘They shall have an inheritance: I
am their inheritance; and you shall give
them no possession in Israel. I am their
possession. 29They shall eat the meal offer-
ing, and the sin offering, and the trespass
offering; and every devoted thing in Israel
shall be theirs. 30 The first of all the first
fruits of every thing, and every offering of
everything, of all your offerings, shall be for
the priest. You shall also give to the priests
thefirst of yourdough, to causeablessing to
rest on your house. 31 The priests shall not
eat of anything that dies of itself or is torn,
whether it is bird or animal.

45
1 “ ‘ “Moreover, when you divide by lot

the land for inheritance, you shall offer
an offering to the LORD, a holy portion of
the land. The length shall be the length of
twenty-five thousand reeds, and the width
shall be ten thousand. It shall be holy in all
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its border all around. 2 Of this there shall
be a five hundred by five hundred square
for the holy place, and fifty cubits* for its
pasture lands all around. 3Of this measure
you shall measure a length of twenty-five
thousand, and a width of ten thousand. In
it shall be the sanctuary, which ismost holy.
4 It is aholyportionof the land; it shall be for
the priests, the ministers of the sanctuary,
who come near to minister to the LORD. It
shall be a place for their houses and a holy
place for the sanctuary. 5Twenty-five thou-
sand cubits in length and ten thousand in
width shall be for the Levites, theministers
of thehouse, as apossession for themselves,
for twenty rooms.

6 “ ‘ “You shall appoint the possession
of the city five thousand cubits wide and
twenty-five thousand long, sideby sidewith
the offering of the holy portion. It shall be
for the whole house of Israel.

7 “ ‘ “What is for the prince shall be on the
one side and on the other side of the holy
allotment and of the possession of the city,
in front of the holy allotment and in front of
the possession of the city, on the west side
westward, and on the east side eastward,
and in length corresponding to one of the
portions, from the west border to the east
border. 8 In the land it shall be to him for
a possession in Israel. My princes shall no
more oppressmypeople, but they shall give
the land to the house of Israel according to
their tribes.”

9 “ ‘The Lord GOD says: “Enough you,
princes of Israel! Remove violence and
plunder, and execute justice and righteous-
ness! Stop dispossessing my people!” says
the Lord GOD. 10 “You shall have just bal-
ances, a just ephah,† and a just bath. 11 The
ephah and the bath shall be of one mea-
sure, that the bath may contain one tenth
of a homer,‡ and the ephah one tenth of a
homer. Its measure shall be the same as
the homer. 12 The shekel§ shall be twenty
gerahs.* Twenty shekels plus twenty-five
shekels plus fifteen shekels shall be your
mina.†

13 “ ‘ “This is the offering that you shall
offer: the sixth part of an ephah from a
homerofwheat, andyou shall give the sixth
part of an ephah from a homer of barley,
14 and the set portion of oil, of the bath of
oil, one tenth of a bath out of the cor, which

is ten baths, even a homer (for ten baths
are a homer),‡ 15 and one lamb of the flock
out of two hundred, from the well-watered
pastures of Israel—for ameal offering, for a
burnt offering, and for peace offerings, to
make atonement for them,” says the Lord
GOD. 16 “All the people of the land shall
give to this offering for the prince in Israel.
17 It shall be the prince’s part to give the
burnt offerings, the meal offerings, and the
drink offerings, in the feasts, and on the
new moons, and on the Sabbaths, in all
the appointed feasts of the house of Israel.
He shall prepare the sin offering, the meal
offering, the burnt offering, and the peace
offerings, to make atonement for the house
of Israel.”

18 “ ‘The Lord GOD says: “In the first
month, on the first day of the month, you
shall take a young bull without defect, and
you shall cleanse the sanctuary. 19 The
priest shall take of the blood of the sin of-
fering and put it on the door posts of the
house, and on the four corners of the ledge
of the altar, and on the posts of the gate of
the inner court. 20 So you shall do on the
seventh day of themonth for everyonewho
errs, and forhimwho is simple. Soyou shall
make atonement for the house.

21 “ ‘ “In the first month, on the four-
teenth day of the month, you shall have the
Passover, a feast of seven days; unleavened
bread shall be eaten. 22 On that day the
prince shall prepare for himself and for
all the people of the land a bull for a sin
offering. 23 The seven days of the feast he
shall prepare a burnt offering to the LORD,
seven bulls and seven rams without defect
daily the seven days; and a male goat daily
for a sin offering. 24He shall prepare ameal
offering, an ephah§ for a bull, an ephah for
a ram, and a hin* of oil to an ephah.

25 “ ‘ “In the seventh month, on the fif-
teenth day of the month, during the feast,
he shall do like that for seven days. He shall
make the same provision for sin offering,
the burnt offering, the meal offering, and
the oil.”

46
1 “ ‘The Lord GOD says: “The gate of the

inner court that looks toward the east shall
be shut the sixworkingdays; buton theSab-
bath day it shall be opened, and on the day
of the new moon it shall be opened. 2 The

* 45:2 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters. † 45:10 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel ‡ 45:11 1 homer is about 220 liters or 6

bushels § 45:12 A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. * 45:12 a gerah is about 0.5 grams or about 7.7
grains † 45:12 Amina is about 600 grams or 1.3 U. S. pounds. ‡ 45:14 1 cor is the same as 1 homer in volume, and

is about 211 liters, 55.9 gallons, or 6 bushels. 1 bath is about 21.1 liters, 5.59 gallons, or 2.4 pecks. § 45:24 1 ephah is

about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel * 45:24 A hin is about 6.5 liters or 1.7 gallons.
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prince shall enter by thewayof the porch of
the gate outside, and shall stand by the post
of the gate; and the priests shall prepare his
burnt offering and his peace offerings, and
heshallworshipat the thresholdof thegate.
Then he shall go out, but the gate shall not
be shut until the evening. 3 The people of
the land shall worship at the door of that
gate before the LORD on the Sabbaths and
on the new moons. 4 The burnt offering
that the prince shall offer to the LORD shall
be on the Sabbath day, six lambs without
defect and a ram without defect; 5 and the
meal offering shall be an ephah for the ram,
and the meal offering for the lambs as he is
able to give, and a hin* of oil to an ephah.†
6 On the day of the new moon it shall be a
young bull without defect, six lambs, and a
ram. They shall bewithoutdefect. 7Heshall
prepare a meal offering: an ephah for the
bull, and an ephah for the ram, and for the
lambs according as he is able, and a hin of
oil to an ephah. 8When the prince enters,
he shall go in by the way of the porch of the
gate, and he shall go out by its way.

9 “ ‘ “But when the people of the land
come before the LORD in the appointed
feasts, he who enters by the way of the
north gate to worship shall go out by the
way of the south gate; and hewho enters by
theway of the south gate shall go out by the
way of the north gate. He shall not return
by the way of the gate by which he came in,
but shall go out straight before him. 10 The
prince shall go in with them when they go
in. When they go out, he shall go out.

11 “ ‘ “In the feasts and in the appointed
holidays, the meal offering shall be an
ephah‡ for a bull, and an ephah for a ram,
and for the lambs as he is able to give,
and a hin of oil to an ephah. 12 When the
prince prepares a freewill offering, a burnt
offering or peace offerings as a free will
offering to the LORD, one shall open for
him the gate that looks toward the east; and
he shall prepare his burnt offering and his
peace offerings, as he does on the Sabbath
day. Then he shall go out; and after his
going out one shall shut the gate.

13 “ ‘ “You shall prepare a lamb a year
old without defect for a burnt offering to
the LORD daily. Morning by morning you
shall prepare it. 14You shall prepare ameal
offering with it morning by morning, the
sixth part of an ephah,§ and the third part
of a hin of oil to moisten the fine flour; a

meal offering to the LORD continually by
a perpetual ordinance. 15 Thus they shall
prepare the lamb, the meal offering, and
theoil,morningbymorning, for a continual
burnt offering.”

16 “ ‘The Lord GOD says: “If the prince
gives a gift to any of his sons, it is his in-
heritance. It shall belong to his sons. It is
their possession by inheritance. 17 But if
he gives of his inheritance a gift to one of
his servants, it shall be his to the year of
liberty; then it shall return to theprince; but
as forhis inheritance, it shall be forhis sons.
18Moreover the prince shall not take of the
people’s inheritance, to thrust them out of
their possession. He shall give inheritance
to his sons out of his own possession, that
my people not each be scattered from his
possession.” ’ ”

19Then he brought me through the entry,
which was at the side of the gate, into the
holy rooms for the priests, which looked
toward the north. Behold, therewas a place
on thebackpartwestward. 20He said tome,
“This is theplacewhere thepriests shall boil
the trespass offering and the sin offering,
and where they shall bake the meal offer-
ing, that they not bring them out into the
outer court, to sanctify the people.”

21 Then he brought me out into the outer
court and causedme to pass by the four cor-
ners of the court; and behold, in every cor-
ner of the court there was a court. 22 In the
four corners of the court there were courts
enclosed, forty cubits* long and thirtywide.
These four in the corners were the same
size. 23 There was a wall around in them,
around the four, and boiling places were
made under the walls all around. 24 Then
he said tome, “These are theboilinghouses,
where the ministers of the house shall boil
the sacrifice of the people.”

47
1 He brought me back to the door of the

temple; andbehold,watersflowedout from
under the thresholdof the templeeastward,
for the front of the temple faced toward the
east. The waters came down from under-
neath, from the right side of the temple, on
the south of the altar. 2 Then he brought
me out by the way of the gate northward,
and ledmearoundby thewayoutside to the
outer gate, by the way of the gate that looks
toward the east. Behold, waters ran out on
the right side.

* 46:5 A hin is about 6.5 liters or 1.7 gallons. † 46:5 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel ‡ 46:11 1

ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel § 46:14 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel * 46:22
A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46 centimeters.
* 47:3 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters.
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3When the man went out eastward with
the line in his hand, hemeasured one thou-
sand cubits,* and he caused me to pass
through thewaters, waters that were to the
ankles. 4Again he measured one thousand,
and caused me to pass through the waters,
waters that were to the knees. Again he
measured one thousand, and caused me to
pass through waters that were to the waist.
5 Afterward he measured one thousand;
and it was a river that I could not pass
through, for thewaters had risen, waters to
swim in, a river that could not be walked
through.

6 He said to me, “Son of man, have you
seen this?”
Then he brought me and caused me to

return to the bank of the river. 7 Now
when I had returned, behold, on the bank
of the river were very many trees on the
one side and on the other. 8 Then he said
to me, “These waters flow out toward the
eastern region and will go down into the
Arabah. Then they will go toward the sea
and flow into the sea which will be made
to flow out; and the waters will be healed.
9 It will happen that every living creature
which swarms, in every place where the
rivers come, will live. Then there will be
a very great multitude of fish; for these
waters have come there, and the waters
of the sea will be healed, and everything
will live wherever the river comes. 10 It
will happen that fishermen will stand by
it. From En Gedi even to En Eglaim will
be a place for the spreading of nets. Their
fish will be after their kinds, as the fish of
the great sea, exceedingly many. 11 But its
swamps and marshes will not be healed.
They will be given up to salt. 12By the river
banks, on both sides, will grow every tree
for food, whose leaf won’t wither, neither
will its fruit fail. It will produce new fruit
everymonth, because itswaters issueout of
the sanctuary. Its fruit will be for food, and
its leaf for healing.”

13 The Lord GOD says: “This shall be
the border by which you shall divide the
land for inheritanceaccording to the twelve
tribes of Israel. Joseph shall have two por-
tions. 14 You shall inherit it, one as well
as another; for I swore to give it to your
fathers. This land will fall to you for inheri-
tance.

15 “This shall be the border of the land:
“On the north side, from the great sea,

by the way of Hethlon, to the entrance
of Zedad; 16 Hamath, Berothah, Sibraim
(which is between the border of Damascus
and the border of Hamath), to Hazer Hat-
ticon, which is by the border of Hauran.

17 The border from the sea shall be Hazar
Enon at the border of Damascus; and on the
north northward is the border of Hamath.
This is the north side.

18 “The east side, between Hauran, Dam-
ascus, Gilead, and the land of Israel, shall
be the Jordan; from the north border to the
east sea you shall measure. This is the east
side.

19 “The south side southward shall be
fromTamaras faras thewatersofMeriboth
Kadesh, to the brook, to the great sea. This
is the south side southward.

20 “The west side shall be the great sea,
from the south border as far as opposite the
entrance of Hamath. This is the west side.

21 “So you shall divide this land to your-
selves according to the tribes of Israel.
22 You shall divide it by lot for an inher-
itance to you and to the aliens who live
amongyou,whowill father childrenamong
you. Then they shall be to you as the native-
born among the children of Israel. They
shall have inheritance with you among the
tribes of Israel. 23 In whatever tribe the
stranger lives, there you shall give him his
inheritance,” says the Lord GOD.

48
1 “Now these are the names of the tribes:

From the north end, beside the way of
Hethlon to the entrance of Hamath, Hazar
Enanat theborderofDamascus, northward
beside Hamath (and they shall have their
sides east and west), Dan, one portion.

2 “By the border of Dan, from the east side
to the west side, Asher, one portion.

3 “By the border of Asher, from the east
side even to the west side, Naphtali, one
portion.

4 “By the border of Naphtali, from the
east side to the west side, Manasseh, one
portion.

5 “By the border of Manasseh, from the
east side to the west side, Ephraim, one
portion.

6 “By the border of Ephraim, from the
east side even to the west side, Reuben, one
portion.

7 “By the border of Reuben, from the east
side to the west side, Judah, one portion.

8 “By the border of Judah, from the east
side to the west side, shall be the offering
which you shall offer, twenty-five thousand
reeds in width, and in length as one of the
portions, from the east side to thewest side;
and the sanctuary shall be in the middle of
it.

9 “The offering that you shall offer to the
LORD shall be twenty-five thousand reeds
in length, and ten thousand in width. 10For
these, even for the priests, shall be the
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holy offering: toward the north twenty-
five thousand in length, and toward the
west ten thousand inwidth, and toward the
east ten thousand in width, and toward the
south twenty-five thousand in length; and
the sanctuary of the LORD shall be in the
middle of it. 11 It shall be for the priests
who are sanctified of the sons of Zadok,
who have kept my instruction, who didn’t
go astray when the children of Israel went
astray, as the Levites went astray. 12 It shall
be to them an offering from the offering of
the land, amost holy thing, by the border of
the Levites.

13 “Alongside the border of the priests,
the Levites shall have twenty-five thousand
cubits in length and ten thousand in width.
All the length shall be twenty-five thousand,
and the width ten thousand. 14 They shall
sell none of it, nor exchange it, nor shall the
first fruits of the land be alienated, for it is
holy to the LORD.

15“Thefive thousandcubits thatare left in
the width, in front of the twenty-five thou-
sand, shall be for common use, for the city,
for dwelling and for pasture lands; and the
city shall be in themiddleof it. 16These shall
be its measurements: the north side four
thousand and five hundred, and the south
side four thousand and five hundred, and
on the east side four thousand andfivehun-
dred, and the west side four thousand and
five hundred. 17The city shall have pasture
lands: toward the north two hundred fifty,
and toward the south two hundred fifty,
and toward the east two hundred fifty, and
toward the west two hundred fifty. 18 The
remainder of the length, alongside the holy
offering, shall be ten thousand eastward
and ten thousand westward; and it shall
be alongside the holy offering. Its increase
shall be for food to those who labor in the
city. 19Thosewho labor in the city, out of all
the tribes of Israel, shall cultivate it. 20 All
the offering shall be a square of twenty-
five thousand by twenty-five thousand. You
shall offer it as a holy offering, with the
possession of the city.

21 “The remainder shall be for the prince,
on the one side and on the other of the holy
offering and of the possession of the city;
in front of the twenty-five thousand of the
offering toward the east border, and west-
ward in front of the twenty-five thousand
toward the west border, alongside the por-
tions, it shall be for the prince. The holy of-
fering and the sanctuary of the house shall
be in the middle of it. 22 Moreover, from
the possession of the Levites, and from the
possession of the city, being in themiddle of
that which is the prince’s, between the bor-

der of Judah and the border of Benjamin,
shall be for the prince.

23 “As for the rest of the tribes: from the
east side to the west side, Benjamin, one
portion.

24 “By the border of Benjamin, from the
east side to the west side, Simeon, one por-
tion.

25 “By the border of Simeon, from the east
side to the west side, Issachar, one portion.

26 “By the border of Issachar, from the
east side to the west side, Zebulun, one
portion.

27 “By the border of Zebulun, from the
east side to the west side, Gad, one portion.

28 “By the border of Gad, at the south side
southward, the border shall be even from
Tamar to thewaters ofMeribath Kadesh, to
the brook, to the great sea.

29 “This is the landwhich you shall divide
by lot to the tribes of Israel for inheritance,
and these are their several portions, says
the Lord GOD.

30 “These are the exits of the city: On
the north side four thousand five hundred
reeds by measure; 31 and the gates of the
city shall be named after the tribes of Israel,
three gates northward: the gate of Reuben,
one; the gate of Judah, one; the gate of Levi,
one.

32 “At the east side four thousand five
hundred reeds, and three gates: even the
gate of Joseph, one; the gate of Benjamin,
one; the gate of Dan, one.

33 “At the south side four thousand five
hundredreedsbymeasure, and threegates:
the gate of Simeon, one; the gate of Issachar,
one; the gate of Zebulun, one.

34 “At the west side four thousand five
hundred reeds, with their three gates: the
gate of Gad, one; the gate of Asher, one; the
gate of Naphtali, one.

35 “It shall be eighteen thousand reeds in
circumference; and the name of the city
from that day shall be, ‘The LORD is there.’
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The Book of
Daniel

1 In the third year of the reign of Je-
hoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and be-
sieged it. 2 The Lord* gave Jehoiakim king
of Judah into his hand, with some of the
vessels of the house of God;† and he carried
them into the land of Shinar to the house
of his god. He brought the vessels into the
treasure house of his god.

3 The king spoke to Ashpenaz, the mas-
ter of his eunuchs, that he should bring in
some of the children of Israel, even of the
royal offspring‡ and of the nobles: 4 youths
in whom was no defect, but well-favored,
skillful in allwisdom, endowedwithknowl-
edge, understanding science, and who had
the ability to stand in the king’s palace; and
that he should teach them the learning and
the language of the Chaldeans. 5 The king
appointed for them a daily portion of the
king’s delicacies and of the wine which he
drank, and that they should be nourished
threeyears, that at its end they should stand
before the king.

6 Now among these of the children of
JudahwereDaniel, Hananiah,Mishael, and
Azariah. 7 The prince of the eunuchs gave
names to them: to Daniel he gave the name
Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to
Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah, Abed-
nego.

8But Daniel purposed in his heart that he
would not defile himselfwith the king’s del-
icacies, nor with the wine which he drank.
Therefore he requested of the prince of the
eunuchs that he might not defile himself.
9Now God made Daniel find kindness and
compassion in the sight of the prince of the
eunuchs. 10 The prince of the eunuchs said
to Daniel, “I fear my lord the king, who has
appointed your food and your drink. For
why should he see your facesworse looking
than the youths who are of your own age?
Thenyouwouldendangermyheadwith the
king.”

11 Then Daniel said to the steward whom
the prince of the eunuchs had appointed
over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and
Azariah: 12 “Test your servants, I beg you,
ten days; and let them give us vegetables to
eat andwater to drink. 13Then let our faces
be examined before you, and the face of
the youths who eat of the king’s delicacies;
and as you see, deal with your servants.”

14 So he listened to them in this matter, and
tested them for ten days.

15 At the end of ten days, their faces ap-
peared fairer and they were fatter in flesh
than all the youths who ate of the king’s
delicacies. 16 So the steward took away
their delicacies and thewine that theywere
given to drink, and gave them vegetables.

17Now as for these four youths, God gave
them knowledge and skill in all learning
and wisdom; and Daniel had understand-
ing in all visions and dreams.

18 At the end of the days which the king
had appointed for bringing them in, the
prince of the eunuchs brought them in be-
fore Nebuchadnezzar. 19 The king talked
with them; and among them all was found
no one like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael,
and Azariah. Therefore stood they before
the king. 20 In every matter of wisdom
and understanding concerning which the
king inquired of them, he found them ten
times better than all the magicians and en-
chanters whowere in all his realm.

21Daniel continued even to the first year
of King Cyrus.

2
1 In the second year of the reign

of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar
dreamed dreams; and his spirit was
troubled, and his sleep went from him.
2 Then the king commanded that the
magicians, the enchanters, the sorcerers,
and the Chaldeans be called to tell the king
his dreams. So they came in and stood
before the king. 3 The king said to them,
“I have dreamed a dream, and my spirit is
troubled to know the dream.”

4Then the Chaldeans spoke to the king in
the Syrian language, “O king, live forever!
Tell your servants the dream, and we will
show the interpretation.”

5 The king answered the Chaldeans, “The
thing has gone from me. If you don’t make
known to me the dream and its interpre-
tation, you will be cut in pieces, and your
houses will be made a dunghill. 6 But if
you show the dream and its interpretation,
youwill receive frommegifts, rewards, and
great honor. Therefore showme the dream
and its interpretation.”

7 They answered the second time and
said, “Let the king tell his servants the
dream, and we will show the interpreta-
tion.”

8 The king answered, “I know of a cer-
tainty that you are trying to gain time,
because you see the thing has gone from
me. 9 But if you don’t make known to me

* 1:2 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” † 1:2 The Hebrew word rendered “God” is “” (Elohim). ‡ 1:3 or,
seed
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the dream, there is but one law for you;
for you have prepared lying and corrupt
words to speak before me, until the situa-
tion changes. Therefore tell me the dream,
and I will know that you can show me its
interpretation.”

10 The Chaldeans answered the king and
said, “There is not a man on the earth who
can show the king’s matter, because no
king, lord, or ruler has asked such a thing of
any magician, enchanter, or Chaldean. 11 It
is a rare thing that the king requires, and
there is no otherwho can show it before the
king except the gods, whose dwelling is not
with flesh.”

12Because of this, the kingwas angry and
very furious, and commanded that all the
wise men of Babylon be destroyed. 13 So
thedecreewent out, and thewisemenwere
to be slain. They sought Daniel and his
companions to be slain.

14 Then Daniel returned answer with
counsel and prudence to Arioch the captain
of the king’s guard, who had gone out to kill
the wise men of Babylon. 15 He answered
Arioch the king’s captain, “Why is the de-
cree so urgent from the king?” Then Arioch
made the thing known to Daniel. 16Daniel
went in, and desired of the king that he
would appoint him a time, and he would
show the king the interpretation.

17 Then Daniel went to his house and
made the thing known to Hananiah,
Mishael, and Azariah, his companions:
18 that they would desire mercies of the
God of heaven concerning this secret, that
Daniel and his companions would not
perish with the rest of the wise men of
Babylon. 19 Then the secret was revealed
to Daniel in a vision of the night. Then
Daniel blessed the God of heaven. 20Daniel
answered,
“Blessed be the name of God forever and

ever;
for wisdom andmight are his.

21He changes the times and the seasons.
He removes kings and sets up kings.

He gives wisdom to the wise,
and knowledge to those who have un-
derstanding.

22He reveals the deep and secret things.
He knows what is in the darkness,
and the light dwells with him.

23 I thank you and praise you,
O God of my fathers,

who have givenmewisdom andmight,
and have nowmade known tomewhat
we desired of you;

for you have made known to us the
king’s matter.”

24 Therefore Daniel went in to Arioch,
whomthekinghadappointed todestroy the
wise men of Babylon. He went and said
this to him: “Don’t destroy the wise men of
Babylon. Bring me in before the king, and I
will show to the king the interpretation.”

25 Then Arioch brought in Daniel before
the king in haste, and said this to him: “I
have found a man of the children of the
captivity of Judah who will make known to
the king the interpretation.”

26 The king answered Daniel, whose
name was Belteshazzar, “Are you able to
make known tome the dreamwhich I have
seen, and its interpretation?”

27 Daniel answered before the king, and
said, “The secret which the king has de-
manded can’t be shown to the king by wise
men, enchanters, magicians, or soothsay-
ers; 28 but there is a God in heaven who
reveals secrets, and he has made known to
King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the
latter days. Your dream and the visions of
your head on your bed are these:

29 “As for you, O king, your thoughts came
on your bed, what should happen here-
after; and he who reveals secrets has made
known to you what will happen. 30 But as
for me, this secret is not revealed to me for
any wisdom that I have more than any liv-
ing, but to the intent that the interpretation
may be made known to the king, and that
youmay know the thoughts of your heart.

31 “You, O king, saw, and behold,* a great
image. This image, which was mighty, and
whose brightness was excellent, stood be-
fore you; and its appearancewas terrifying.
32As for this image, its headwasoffinegold,
its chest and its arms of silver, its belly and
its thighs of bronze, 33 its legs of iron, its feet
part of iron andpart of clay. 34You sawuntil
a stone was cut out without hands, which
struck the imageon its feet thatwere of iron
and clay, and broke them in pieces. 35Then
the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and
the gold were broken in pieces together,
and became like the chaff of the summer
threshing floors. The wind carried them
away, so that no place was found for them.
The stone that struck the image became a
great mountain and filled the whole earth.

36 “This is the dream; and we will tell its
interpretation before the king. 37 You, O
king, are king of kings, to whom the God of
heaven has given the kingdom, the power,
the strength, and the glory. 38 Wherever
the children of men dwell, he has given the
animals of the field and the birds of the sky

* 2:31 “Behold”, from “”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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into your hand, andhasmade you rule over
them all. You are the head of gold.

39 “After you, another kingdom will arise
that is inferior to you; and another third
kingdom of bronze, which will rule over
all the earth. 40 The fourth kingdom will
be strong as iron, because iron breaks in
pieces and subdues all things; and as iron
that crushes all these, it will break in pieces
and crush. 41Whereas you saw the feet and
toes, part of potters’ clay and part of iron,
it will be a divided kingdom; but there will
be in it of the strength of the iron, because
you saw the ironmixedwithmiry clay. 42As
the toes of the feet were part of iron, and
part of clay, so the kingdom will be partly
strong and partly brittle. 43 Whereas you
saw the ironmixedwithmiry clay, theywill
mingle themselves with the seed of men;
but they won’t cling to one another, even as
iron does not mix with clay.

44 “In the days of those kings the God of
heaven will set up a kingdom which will
never be destroyed, nor will its sovereignty
be left to another people; but it will break
in pieces and consume all these kingdoms,
and it will stand forever. 45 Because you
sawthata stonewascutoutof themountain
without hands, and that it broke in pieces
the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and
the gold, the great God has made known
to the king what will happen hereafter.
The dream is certain, and its interpretation
sure.”

46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his
face, worshiped Daniel, and commanded
that they should offer an offering and sweet
odors to him. 47 The king answered to
Daniel, and said, “Of a truth your God is
the God of gods, and the Lord of kings, and
a revealer of secrets, since you have been
able to reveal this secret.”

48 Then the king made Daniel great and
gave him many great gifts, and made him
rule over the whole province of Babylon
and to be chief governor over all the wise
men of Babylon. 49 Daniel requested of
the king, and he appointed Shadrach, Me-
shach, and Abednego over the affairs of the
province of Babylon, but Daniel was in the
king’s gate.

3
1 Nebuchadnezzar the king made an im-

age of gold, whose height was sixty cubits*
and its width six cubits. He set it up in
the plain of Dura, in the province of Baby-
lon. 2 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent
to gather together the local governors, the

deputies, and the governors, the judges,
the treasurers, the counselors, the sheriffs,
and all the rulers of the provinces, to come
to the dedication of the image which Neb-
uchadnezzar the king had set up. 3 Then
the local governors, the deputies, and the
governors, the judges, the treasurers, the
counselors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers
of the provinces were gathered together to
the dedication of the image that Nebuchad-
nezzar the king had set up; and they stood
before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had
set up.

4 Then the herald cried aloud, “To you it
is commanded, peoples, nations, and lan-
guages, 5 thatwhenever you hear the sound
of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe,
and all kinds of music, you fall down and
worship the golden image that Nebuchad-
nezzar the king has set up. 6 Whoever
doesn’t fall down and worship shall be cast
into the middle of a burning fiery furnace
the same hour.”

7 Therefore at that time, when all the
peoples heard the sound of the horn, flute,
zither, lyre, harp, pipe, and all kinds of mu-
sic, all the peoples, the nations, and the lan-
guages fell down andworshiped the golden
image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had
set up.

8Thereforeat that timecertainChaldeans
came near and brought accusation against
the Jews. 9 They answered Nebuchadnez-
zar the king, “O king, live for ever! 10 You,
O king, havemade a decree that every man
who hears the sound of the horn, flute,
zither, lyre, harp, pipe, and all kinds of mu-
sic shall fall down and worship the golden
image; 11 and whoever doesn’t fall down
and worship shall be cast into the middle
of a burning fiery furnace. 12 There are
certain Jews whom you have appointed
over the affairs of the province of Babylon:
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These
men, O king, have not respected you. They
don’t serve your gods, and don’t worship
the golden image which you have set up.”

13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in rage and
fury commanded that Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego be brought. Then these
men were brought before the king.
14 Nebuchadnezzar answered them, “Is it
true, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,
that you don’t serve my gods and you don’t
worship the golden image which I have set
up? 15Now if you are ready whenever you
hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither,
lyre, harp, pipe, andall kindsofmusic to fall
down and worship the image which I have

* 3:1 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters.
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made, good; but if you don’t worship, you
shall be cast the same hour into the middle
of a burning fiery furnace. Who is that god
whowill deliver you out of my hands?”

16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
answered the king, “Nebuchadnezzar, we
have no need to answer you in this matter.
17 If it happens, our God whom we serve
is able to deliver us from the burning fiery
furnace; and he will deliver us out of your
hand, O king. 18 But if not, let it be known
to you, O king, that we will not serve your
gods or worship the golden image which
you have set up.”

19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was full of
fury, and the form of his appearance was
changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego. He spoke, and commanded that
they should heat the furnace seven times
more than it was usually heated. 20 He
commanded certainmightymenwhowere
in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego, and to cast them into the
burning fiery furnace. 21 Then these men
were bound in their pants, their tunics, and
their mantles, and their other clothes, and
were cast into the middle of the burning
fiery furnace. 22 Therefore because the
king’s commandment was urgent and the
furnace exceedingly hot, the flame of the
firekilled thosemenwho tookupShadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego. 23 These three
men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,
fell down bound into the middle of the
burning fiery furnace.

24ThenNebuchadnezzar the kingwas as-
tonishedand roseup inhaste. He spokeand
said to his counselors, “Didn’t we cast three
men bound into themiddle of the fire?”
They answered the king, “True, O king.”
25 He answered, “Look, I see four men

loose, walking in themiddle of the fire, and
they are unharmed. The appearance of the
fourth is like a son of the gods.†”

26 Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to
the mouth of the burning fiery furnace. He
spoke and said, “Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, you servants of the Most High
God, come out, and come here!”
Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego

came out of the middle of the fire. 27 The
local governors, the deputies, and the gov-
ernors, and the king’s counselors, being
gathered together, saw these men, that the
fire had no power on their bodies. The hair
of their head wasn’t singed. Their pants
weren’t changed. The smell of fire wasn’t
even on them.

28 Nebuchadnezzar spoke and said,
“Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach,

and Abednego, who has sent his angel and
delivered his servants who trusted in him,
and have changed the king’s word, and
have yielded their bodies, that they might
not serve nor worship any god except their
own God. 29 Therefore I make a decree
that every people, nation, and language
which speak anything evil against the God
of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego shall
be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be
made a dunghill, because there is no other
god who is able to deliver like this.”

30Then the king promoted Shadrach, Me-
shach, and Abednego in the province of
Babylon.

4
1Nebuchadnezzar the king,
to all the peoples, nations, and lan-

guages, who dwell in all the earth:
Peace bemultiplied to you.
2 It has seemed good to me to show

the signs andwonders that theMost High
God has worked towardme.

3How great are his signs!
Howmighty are his wonders!

His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom.
His dominion is from generation to
generation.

4 I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at rest in my
house, and flourishing in my palace. 5 I
saw a dreamwhich made me afraid; and
the thoughts on my bed and the visions
of my head troubled me. 6 Therefore I
made a decree to bring in all the wise
men of Babylon before me, that they
might make known to me the interpreta-
tion of the dream. 7 Then the magicians,
the enchanters, the Chaldeans, and the
soothsayers came in; and I told them the
dream, but they didn’t make known to
me its interpretation. 8But at last, Daniel
came in before me, whose namewas Bel-
teshazzar according to the name of my
god, and in whom is the spirit of the holy
gods. I told the dreambefore him, saying,

9 “Belteshazzar, master of the magi-
cians, because I know that the spirit of
the holy gods is in you and no secret trou-
bles you, tell me the visions of my dream
that I have seen, and its interpretation.
10 These were the visions of my head on
my bed: I saw, and behold, a tree in the
middle of the earth; and its height was
great. 11The tree grewandwas strong. Its
height reached to the sky and its sight to
the end of all the earth. 12 Its leaves were
beautiful, and it had much fruit, and in it
was food for all. The animals of the field
had shade under it, and the birds of the

† 3:25 Or, the Son of God.
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sky lived in its branches, and all fleshwas
fed from it.

13 “I saw in the visions of my head on
mybed, and behold, a holywatcher came
down from the sky. 14 He cried aloud
and said this: ‘Cut down the tree, and
cut off its branches! Shake off its leaves
and scatter its fruit! Let the animals get
away from under it and the birds from
its branches. 15 Nevertheless leave the
stump of its roots in the earth, even with
a band of iron and bronze, in the tender
grass of thefield; and let it bewetwith the
dewof the sky. Let his portion bewith the
animals in the grass of the earth. 16Lethis
heart be changed from man’s, and let an
animal’s heart be given to him. Then let
seven times pass over him.

17 “ ‘The sentence is by the decree of the
watchers and the demand by the word
of the holy ones, to the intent that the
livingmay know that theMost High rules
in the kingdom of men, and gives it to
whomever he will, and sets up over it the
lowest of men.’

18 “This dream I, KingNebuchadnezzar,
have seen; and you, Belteshazzar, declare
the interpretation, because all the wise
men of my kingdom are not able to make
known to me the interpretation; but you
are able, for the spirit of the holy gods is
in you.”

19Then Daniel, whose name was Belte-
shazzar, was stricken mute for a while,
and his thoughts troubled him. The
king answered, “Belteshazzar, don’t let
the dream or the interpretation, trouble
you.”
Belteshazzar answered, “My lord, may

the dreambe for thosewho hate you, and
its interpretation to your adversaries.
20The tree that you saw, which grew and
was strong, whose height reached to the
sky and its sight to all the earth; 21whose
leaves were beautiful and its fruit plen-
tiful, and in it was food for all; under
which the animals of the field lived, and
on whose branches the birds of the sky
had their habitation— 22 it is you, O king,
that have grown and become strong; for
your greatness has grown, and reaches to
the sky, and your dominion to the end of
the earth.

23 “Whereas the king saw a holy
watcher coming down from the sky and
saying, ‘Cut down the tree, and destroy it;
nevertheless leave the stump of its roots
in the earth, evenwith a band of iron and
bronze, in the tender grass of the field,
and let it be wet with the dew of the sky.
Let his portion be with the animals of the
field, until seven times pass over him.’

24 “This is the interpretation, O king,
and it is the decree of the Most High,
which has come on my lord the king:
25 You will be driven from men and your
dwelling shall be with the animals of the
field. You will be made to eat grass as
oxen, and will be wet with the dew of
the sky, and seven times shall pass over
you, until you know that the Most High
rules in the kingdom of men, and gives
it to whomever he will. 26 Whereas it
was commanded to leave the stumpof the
roots of the tree, your kingdom shall be
sure to you after you know that Heaven
rules. 27Therefore, O king, letmy counsel
be acceptable to you, and break off your
sins by righteousness, andyour iniquities
by showing mercy to the poor. Perhaps
there may be a lengthening of your tran-
quility.”

28All this came on the King Nebuchad-
nezzar. 29At the end of twelve months he
was walking in the royal palace of Baby-
lon. 30Theking spokeandsaid, “Isnot this
great Babylon, which I have built for the
royal dwelling place by the might of my
power and for the glory of mymajesty?”

31 While the word was in the king’s
mouth, a voice came from the sky, say-
ing, “O King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is
spoken: ‘The kingdomhas departed from
you. 32You shall be driven frommen, and
yourdwelling shall bewith theanimalsof
the field. You shall be made to eat grass
like oxen. Seven times shall pass over
you, until you know that the Most High
rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it
to whomever he will.’ ”

33 This was fulfilled the same hour on
Nebuchadnezzar. He was driven from
men and ate grass like oxen; and his body
was wet with the dew of the sky until his
hair had grown like eagles’ feathers, and
his nails like birds’ claws.

34 At the end of the days I, Nebuchad-
nezzar, lifted up my eyes to heaven, and
my understanding returned to me; and I
blessed the Most High, and I praised and
honored himwho lives forever,

for his dominion is an everlasting domin-
ion,

and his kingdom from generation to
generation.

35 All the inhabitants of the earth are re-
puted as nothing;

and he does according to his will in the
army of heaven,

andamong the inhabitants of theearth;
and no one can stop his hand,

or ask him, “What are you doing?”
36 At the same time my understanding

returned to me; and for the glory of my
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kingdom, my majesty and brightness re-
turned to me. My counselors and my
lords sought me; and I was established in
mykingdom, andexcellent greatnesswas
added to me. 37Now I, Nebuchadnezzar,
praise and extol and honor the King of
heaven; for all his works are truth, and
his ways justice; and those who walk in
pride he is able to abase.

5
1 Belshazzar the king made a great feast

to a thousand of his lords, and drank wine
before the thousand. 2 Belshazzar, while
he tasted the wine, commanded that the
golden and silver vessels which Nebuchad-
nezzar his father had taken out of the tem-
ple which was in Jerusalem be brought to
him, that the king and his lords, his wives
andhis concubines,mightdrink fromthem.
3Then they brought the golden vessels that
were taken out of the temple of God’s house
which was at Jerusalem; and the king and
his lords, his wives and his concubines,
drank from them. 4 They drank wine, and
praised the gods of gold, and of silver, of
bronze, of iron, of wood, and of stone.

5 In the same hour, the fingers of a man’s
hand came out and wrote near the lamp
stand on the plaster of the wall of the king’s
palace. The king saw the part of the hand
that wrote. 6 Then the king’s face was
changed in him, and his thoughts troubled
him; and the joints of his thighs were loos-
ened, and his knees struck one against an-
other.

7 The king cried aloud to bring in the
enchanters, the Chaldeans, and the sooth-
sayers. The king spoke and said to the wise
men of Babylon, “Whoever reads this writ-
ing and shows me its interpretation shall
be clothed with purple, and have a chain of
gold about his neck, and shall be the third
ruler in the kingdom.”

8 Then all the king’s wise men came in;
but they could not read the writing, and
couldn’t make known to the king the in-
terpretation. 9 Then King Belshazzar was
greatly troubled, and his face was changed
in him, and his lords were perplexed.

10 The queen by reason of the words
of the king and his lords came into the
banquet house. The queen spoke and
said, “O king, live forever; don’t let your
thoughts trouble you, nor let your face be
changed. 11 There is a man in your king-
dom in whom is the spirit of the holy gods;
and in the days of your father, light and
understanding and wisdom, like the wis-
dom of the gods, were found in him. The
king, Nebuchadnezzar, your father—yes,
the king, your father—made him master of

the magicians, enchanters, Chaldeans, and
soothsayers, 12 because an excellent spirit,
knowledge, understanding, interpreting of
dreams, showing of dark sentences, and
dissolvingofdoubtswere found in the same
Daniel, whom the king named Belteshaz-
zar. Now let Daniel be called, and he will
show the interpretation.”

13 Then Daniel was brought in before the
king. The king spoke and said to Daniel,
“Are you that Daniel of the children of the
captivity of Judah,whomthekingmy father
brought out of Judah? 14 I have heard of
you, that the spirit of the gods is in you
and that light, understanding, andexcellent
wisdom are found in you. 15Now the wise
men, the enchanters, have been brought
in before me, that they should read this
writing, and make known to me its inter-
pretation; but they could not show the in-
terpretationof the thing. 16But Ihaveheard
of you, that you can give interpretations
and dissolve doubts. Now if you can read
thewriting andmakeknown tome its inter-
pretation, you shall be clothed with purple,
and have a chain of gold around your neck,
and shall be the third ruler in thekingdom.”

17Then Daniel answered before the king,
“Let your gifts be to yourself, and give your
rewards to another. Nevertheless, I will
read the writing to the king, and make
known to him the interpretation.

18 “To you, king, the Most High God gave
Nebuchadnezzar your father the kingdom,
and greatness, and glory, and majesty.
19 Because of the greatness that he gave
him, all the peoples, nations, and languages
trembled and feared before him. He killed
whom he wanted to, and he kept alive
whom he wanted to. He raised up whom
he wanted to, and he put down whom he
wanted to. 20But when his heart was lifted
up, and his spirit was hardened so that
he dealt proudly, he was deposed from his
kingly throne, and they took his glory from
him. 21Hewasdriven from the sons ofmen,
and his heart was made like the animals’,
andhisdwellingwaswith thewilddonkeys.
He was fed with grass like oxen, and his
body was wet with the dew of the sky, until
he knew that theMost HighGod rules in the
kingdom of men, and that he sets up over it
whomever he will.

22 “You, his son, Belshazzar, have not
humbled your heart, though you knew all
this, 23 but have lifted up yourself against
the Lord of heaven; and they have brought
the vessels of his house before you, and
you and your lords, your wives, and your
concubines, have drunk wine from them.
Youhavepraised thegodsof silver andgold,
of bronze, iron, wood, and stone, which
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don’t see, or hear, or know; and you have
not glorified the God in whose hand your
breath is, and whose are all your ways.
24 Then the part of the hand was sent from
before him, and this writing was inscribed.

25 “This is the writing that was inscribed:
‘MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN.’

26 “This is the interpretation of the thing:
MENE: God has counted your kingdom, and
brought it to an end.
27 TEKEL: you are weighed in the balances,
and are foundwanting.
28 PERES: your kingdom is divided, and
given to theMedes and Persians.”

29ThenBelshazzar commanded, and they
clothed Daniel with purple, and put a chain
of gold about his neck, andmade proclama-
tion concerning him, that he should be the
third ruler in the kingdom.

30 In that night Belshazzar the Chaldean
Kingwas slain. 31Darius theMede received
the kingdom, being about sixty-two years
old.

6
1 It pleasedDarius to set over thekingdom

one hundred twenty local governors, who
should be throughout the whole kingdom;
2 and over them three presidents, of whom
Daniel was one, that these local governors
might give account to them, and that the
king should suffer no loss. 3 Then this
Daniel was distinguished above the presi-
dents and the local governors, because an
excellent spirit was in him; and the king
thought to set him over the whole realm.

4Then the presidents and the local gover-
nors sought to find occasion against Daniel
as touching the kingdom; but they could
find no occasion or fault, because he was
faithful. There wasn’t any error or fault
found in him. 5 Then these men said, “We
won’t find any occasion against this Daniel,
unlesswefind it againsthimconcerning the
law of his God.”

6 Then these presidents and local gover-
nors assembled together to the king, and
said this to him, “King Darius, live forever!
7 All the presidents of the kingdom, the
deputies and the local governors, the coun-
selors and the governors, have consulted
together to establish a royal statute and to
make a strong decree, that whoever asks a
petition of any god or man for thirty days,
except of you, O king, he shall be cast into
the den of lions. 8 Now, O king, establish
the decree and sign the writing, that it not
be changed, according to the law of the
Medes and Persians, which doesn’t alter.”
9 Therefore King Darius signed the writing
and the decree.

10WhenDaniel knew that thewritingwas
signed, he went into his house (now his
windows were open in his room toward
Jerusalem) and he kneeled on his knees
three times a day, and prayed, and gave
thanks before his God, as he did before.
11 Then these men assembled together, and
foundDanielmaking petition and supplica-
tion before his God. 12Then they camenear,
and spoke before the king concerning the
king’s decree: “Haven’t you signed a decree
that everymanwhomakes a petition to any
god or man within thirty days, except to
you, O king, shall be cast into the den of
lions?”
The king answered, “This thing is true,

according to the law of the Medes and Per-
sians, which doesn’t alter.”

13 Then they answered and said before
the king, “That Daniel, who is of the chil-
dren of the captivity of Judah, doesn’t re-
spect you, O king, nor the decree that you
have signed, but makes his petition three
times a day.” 14 Then the king, when he
heard these words, was very displeased,
and set his heart on Daniel to deliver him;
and he labored until the going down of the
sun to rescue him.

15 Then these men assembled together
to the king, and said to the king, “Know,
O king, that it is a law of the Medes and
Persians, that no decree nor statute which
the king establishes may be changed.”

16 Then the king commanded, and they
brought Daniel and cast him into the den
of lions. The king spoke and said to Daniel,
“Your God whom you serve continually, he
will deliver you.”

17 A stone was brought, and laid on the
mouth of the den; and the king sealed it
with his own signet, and with the signet of
his lords; that nothing might be changed
concerning Daniel. 18Then the kingwent to
his palace, and passed the night fasting. No
musical instruments were brought before
him; and his sleep fled from him.

19 Then the king arose very early in the
morning, and went in haste to the den of
lions. 20When he came near to the den to
Daniel, he cried with a troubled voice. The
king spoke and said to Daniel, “Daniel, ser-
vant of the living God, is your God, whom
you serve continually, able to deliver you
from the lions?”

21 Then Daniel said to the king, “O king,
live forever! 22My God has sent his angel,
and has shut the lions’ mouths, and they
have not hurt me, because innocence was
found in me before him; and also before
you, O king, I have done no harm.”

23 Then the king was exceedingly glad,
and commanded that they should take
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Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel was
takenupoutof theden, andnokindofharm
was found on him, because he had trusted
in his God.

24 The king commanded, and they
brought those men who had accused
Daniel, and they cast them into the den of
lions—them, their children, and theirwives;
and the lions mauled them, and broke all
their bones in pieces before they came to
the bottom of the den.

25 Then King Darius wrote to all the peo-
ples, nations, and languages who dwell in
all the earth:

“Peace bemultiplied to you.
26“Imakeadecree that inall thedomin-

ion ofmy kingdommen tremble and fear
before the God of Daniel.

“For he is the living God,
and steadfast forever.

His kingdom is that which will not be de-
stroyed.

His dominion will be even to the end.
27He delivers and rescues.

Heworks signs andwonders in heaven
and in earth,

who has delivered Daniel from the
power of the lions.”

28So this Daniel prospered in the reign of
Darius and in the reignofCyrus thePersian.

7
1 In the first year of Belshazzar king of

Babylon, Daniel had a dream and visions of
his head while on his bed. Then he wrote
the dream and told the sum of thematters.

2 Daniel spoke and said, “I saw in my
vision by night, and, behold, the fourwinds
of the sky broke out on the great sea. 3Four
great animals came up from the sea, differ-
ent from one another.

4 “The first was like a lion, and had ea-
gle’s wings. I watched until its wings were
plucked, and it was lifted up from the earth
and made to stand on two feet as a man. A
man’s heart was given to it.

5 “Behold, there was another animal, a
second, like a bear. It was raised up on
one side, and three ribs were in its mouth
between its teeth. They said this to it: ‘Arise!
Devourmuch flesh!’

6 “After this I saw, and behold, another,
like a leopard, which had on its back four
wings of a bird. The animal also had four
heads; and dominion was given to it.

7“After this I saw in thenight visions, and,
behold, there was a fourth animal, awe-
some, powerful, and exceedingly strong. It
had great iron teeth. It devoured and broke
in pieces, and stamped the residue with its
feet. It was different from all the animals
that were before it. It had ten horns.

8 “I considered the horns, and behold,
there came up among them another horn,
a little one, before which three of the first
horns were plucked up by the roots; and
behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes
of aman, and amouth speaking arrogantly.
9 “I watched until thrones were placed,

and one whowas Ancient of Days sat.
His clothing was white as snow,

and the hair of his head like pure wool.
His throne was fiery flames,

and its wheels burning fire.
10A fiery stream issued and came out from

before him.
Thousands of thousands ministered to
him.

Ten thousand times ten thousand stood
before him.

The judgment was set.
The books were opened.

11 “I watched at that time because of the
voice of the arrogantwordswhich the horn
spoke. I watched even until the animal
was slain, and its body destroyed, and it
was given to be burned with fire. 12 As for
the rest of the animals, their dominion was
taken away; yet their lives were prolonged
for a season and a time.

13 “I saw in the night visions, and behold,
there came with the clouds of the sky one
like a son of man, and he came even to
the Ancient of Days, and they brought him
near before him. 14 Dominion was given
him, and glory, and a kingdom, that all
the peoples, nations, and languages should
serve him. His dominion is an everlasting
dominion, which will not pass away, and
his kingdom one that will not be destroyed.

15 “As for me, Daniel, my spirit was
grieved within my body, and the visions of
my head troubledme. 16 I came near to one
of those who stood by, and asked him the
truth concerning all this.

“So he told me, and made me know the
interpretation of the things. 17 ‘These great
animals, which are four, are four kings,
who will arise out of the earth. 18 But the
saints of the Most High will receive the
kingdom, and possess the kingdom forever,
even forever and ever.’

19 “Then I desired to know the truth con-
cerning the fourth animal, which was dif-
ferent from all of them, exceedingly terri-
ble, whose teeth were of iron, and its nails
of bronze;whichdevoured, broke inpieces,
and stamped the residuewith its feet; 20and
concerning the ten horns that were on its
head and the other horn which came up,
and before which three fell, even that horn
that had eyes and a mouth that spoke arro-
gantly, whose look was more stout than its
fellows. 21 I saw, and the same horn made
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war with the saints, and prevailed against
them, 22 until the Ancient of Days came,
and judgment was given to the saints of the
MostHigh, and the timecame that the saints
possessed the kingdom.

23 “So he said, ‘The fourth animal will be
a fourth kingdom on earth, which will be
different from all the kingdoms, and will
devour the whole earth, and will tread it
down and break it in pieces. 24 As for the
ten horns, ten kings will arise out of this
kingdom. Another will arise after them;
and he will be different from the former,
and hewill put down three kings. 25Hewill
speakwords against theMostHigh, andwill
wearout the saints of theMostHigh. Hewill
plan to change the times and the law; and
they will be given into his hand until a time
and times and half a time.

26 “ ‘But the judgmentwill be set, and they
will take away his dominion, to consume
and to destroy it to the end. 27 The king-
dom and the dominion, and the greatness
of the kingdoms under the whole sky, will
be given to the people of the saints of the
Most High. His kingdom is an everlasting
kingdom, and all dominions will serve and
obey him.’

28 “Here is the end of the matter. As
for me, Daniel, my thoughts troubled me
greatly, andmy facewas changed inme; but
I kept thematter in my heart.”

8
1 In the third year of the reign of King

Belshazzar, a vision appeared to me, even
to me, Daniel, after that which appeared to
me at the first. 2 I saw the vision. Now
it was so, that when I saw, I was in the
citadel of Susa, which is in the province of
Elam. I saw in the vision, and I was by
the river Ulai. 3 Then I lifted up my eyes
and saw, and behold, a ram which had two
horns stood before the river. The two horns
were high, but one was higher than the
other, and the higher came up last. 4 I saw
therampushingwestward, northward, and
southward. No animals could stand before
him. There wasn’t any who could deliver
out of his hand, but he did according to his
will, andmagnified himself.

5 As I was considering, behold, a male
goat came from the west over the surface
of the whole earth, and didn’t touch the
ground. The goat had a notable horn be-
tween his eyes. 6 He came to the ram that
had the two horns, which I saw standing
before the river, and ran on him in the fury
of his power. 7 I saw him come close to the
ram, and he was moved with anger against
him, and struck the ram, and broke his two
horns. There was no power in the ram to

stand before him; but he cast him down to
the ground and trampled on him. There
wasnoonewhocoulddeliver the ramoutof
his hand. 8Themale goatmagnifiedhimself
exceedingly. When hewas strong, the great
horn was broken; and instead of it there
cameup fournotablehorns toward the four
winds of the sky.

9Out of one of them came out a little horn
which grew exceedingly great—toward the
south, and toward the east, and toward the
glorious land. 10 It grew great, even to the
army of the sky; and it cast down some
of the army and of the stars to the ground
and trampled on them. 11 Yes, it magnified
itself, even to the prince of the army; and
it took away from him the continual burnt
offering, and the place of his sanctuarywas
cast down. 12The army was given over to it
together with the continual burnt offering
through disobedience. It cast down truth
to the ground, and it did its pleasure and
prospered.

13 Then I heard a holy one speaking; and
another holy one said to that certain one
who spoke, “How long will the vision about
the continual burnt offering, and the dis-
obedience thatmakes desolate, to give both
the sanctuary and the army to be trodden
under foot be?”

14 He said to me, “To two thousand
and three hundred evenings andmornings.
Then the sanctuary will be cleansed.”

15 When I, even I Daniel, had seen the
vision, I sought to understand it. Then be-
hold, there stood before me someone with
the appearance of aman. 16 I heard aman’s
voice between the banks of the Ulai, which
called and said, “Gabriel, make this man
understand the vision.”

17 So he came near where I stood; and
when he came, I was frightened, and fell on
myface; buthesaid tome, “Understand, son
of man, for the vision belongs to the time of
the end.”

18 Now as he was speaking with me, I
fell into a deep sleep with my face toward
the ground; but he touched me and set me
upright.

19He said, “Behold, I will make you know
what will be in the latter time of the indig-
nation, for it belongs to the appointed time
of the end. 20 The ram which you saw, that
had the two horns, they are the kings of
Media and Persia. 21 The rough male goat
is the king of Greece. The great horn that is
between his eyes is the first king. 22 As for
that which was broken, in the place where
four stood up, four kingdoms will stand up
out of the nation, but not with his power.

23 “In the latter time of their kingdom,
when the transgressors have come to the
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full, akingoffierce face, andunderstanding
riddles, will stand up. 24 His power will
be mighty, but not by his own power. He
will destroy awesomely, andwill prosper in
what he does. He will destroy the mighty
ones and the holy people. 25 Through his
policy he will cause deceit to prosper in his
hand. He will magnify himself in his heart,
and he will destroy many in their security.
He will also stand up against the prince
of princes, but he will be broken without
human hands.

26 “The vision of the evenings and morn-
ings which has been told is true; but seal
up the vision, for it belongs tomany days to
come.”

27 I, Daniel, fainted, andwas sick for some
days. Then I rose up and did the king’s
business. I wondered at the vision, but no
one understood it.

9
1 In the first year of Darius the son of

Ahasuerus, of the offspring of the Medes,
who was made king over the realm of the
Chaldeans— 2 in the first year of his reign I,
Daniel, understood by the books the num-
ber of the years about which the LORD’s*
word came to Jeremiah the prophet for
the accomplishing of the desolations of
Jerusalem, even seventy years. 3 I set my
face to the Lord God, to seek by prayer and
petitions, with fasting and sackcloth and
ashes.

4 I prayed to the LORDmy God, andmade
confession, and said,

“Oh, Lord, the great and dreadful God,
who keeps covenant and loving kindness
with those who love him and keep his
commandments, 5 we have sinned, and
have dealt perversely, and have done
wickedly, and have rebelled, even turn-
ing aside from your precepts and from
your ordinances. 6We haven’t listened to
your servants the prophets, who spoke in
your name to our kings, our princes, and
our fathers, and to all the people of the
land.

7 “Lord, righteousness belongs to you,
but tousconfusionof face, as it is today; to
the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants
of Jerusalem, and to all Israel, who are
near and who are far off, through all the
countries where you have driven them,
because of their trespass that they have
trespassed against you. 8 Lord, to us be-
longs confusion of face, to our kings, to
our princes, and to our fathers, because
we have sinned against you. 9To the Lord

our God belong mercies and forgiveness,
for we have rebelled against him. 10We
haven’t obeyed theLORDourGod’s voice,
to walk in his laws, which he set before
us by his servants the prophets. 11Yes, all
Israel have transgressed your law, turn-
ing aside, that they should not obey your
voice.

“Therefore the curse and the oathwrit-
ten in the law ofMoses the servant of God
has been poured out on us, for we have
sinned against him. 12He has confirmed
his words, which he spoke against us
and against our judges who judged us, by
bringing on us a great evil; for under the
whole sky, such has not been done as has
been done to Jerusalem. 13 As it is writ-
ten in the law of Moses, all this evil has
come on us. Yet we have not entreated
the favor of the LORD our God, that we
should turn from our iniquities and have
discernment in your truth. 14 Therefore
the LORD has watched over the evil, and
brought it on us; for the LORD our God is
righteous in all his works which he does,
and we have not obeyed his voice.

15 “Now, Lord our God, who has
brought your people out of the land
of Egypt with a mighty hand, and
have gotten yourself renown, as it is
today, we have sinned. We have done
wickedly. 16 Lord, according to all your
righteousness, please let your anger and
your wrath be turned away from your
city Jerusalem, your holy mountain;
because for our sins and for the iniquities
of our fathers, Jerusalemandyourpeople
have become a reproach to all who are
around us.

17 “Now therefore, our God, listen to
the prayer of your servant and to his pe-
titions, and cause your face to shine on
your sanctuary that is desolate, for the
Lord’s sake. 18MyGod, turn your ear and
hear. Open your eyes and see our des-
olations, and the city which is called by
your name; for we do not present our pe-
titions before you for our righteousness,
but for your great mercies’ sake. 19 Lord,
hear. Lord, forgive. Lord, listen and do.
Don’t defer, for your own sake, my God,
because your city and your people are
called by your name.”

20While Iwas speaking, praying, andcon-
fessing my sin and the sin of my people Is-
rael, andpresentingmysupplicationbefore
the LORD my God for the holy mountain
of my God— 21 yes, while I was speaking in

* 9:2 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”,
usually pronounced Yahweh).
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prayer—the man Gabriel, whom I had seen
in the vision at the beginning, being caused
to fly swiftly, touched me about the time
of the evening offering. 22 He instructed
me and talked with me, and said, “Daniel,
I have now come to give you wisdom and
understanding. 23At the beginning of your
petitions the commandment went out, and
I have come to tell you, for you are greatly
beloved. Therefore consider thematterand
understand the vision.

24 “Seventy weeks are decreed on your
people and on your holy city, to finish dis-
obedience, to make an end of sins, to make
reconciliation for iniquity, to bring in ever-
lasting righteousness, to seal up vision and
prophecy, and to anoint themost holy.

25 “Know therefore and discern that from
the going out of the commandment to re-
store and build Jerusalem to the Anointed
One,† the prince, will be seven weeks and
sixty-two weeks. It will be built again, with
street and moat, even in troubled times.
26 After the sixty-two weeks the Anointed
One‡ will be cut off, and will have nothing.
The people of the prince who come will
destroy the city and the sanctuary. Its end
will bewith a flood, andwarwill be even to
the end. Desolations are determined. 27He
will make a firm covenant with many for
one week. In the middle of the week he
will cause the sacrifice and the offering to
cease. On the wing of abominations will
come one whomakes desolate; and even to
the decreed full end, wrath will be poured
out on the desolate.”

10
1 In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia

a message was revealed to Daniel, whose
namewas calledBelteshazzar; and themes-
sage was true, even a great warfare. He
understood the message, and had under-
standing of the vision.

2 In those days I, Daniel, was mourning
three whole weeks. 3 I ate no pleasant food.
No meat or wine came into my mouth. I
didn’t anointmyself at all, until threewhole
weeks were fulfilled.

4 In the twenty-fourth day of the first
month, as Iwasby the sideof the great river,
which is Hiddekel,* 5 I lifted up my eyes
and looked, and behold, there was a man
clothed in linen, whose waist was adorned
withpuregoldofUphaz. 6Hisbodyalsowas
like beryl, and his face as the appearance of
lightning, and his eyes as flaming torches.
His arms and his feet were like burnished

bronze. The voice of his words was like the
voice of a multitude.

7 I, Daniel, alone saw the vision, for the
men who were with me didn’t see the vi-
sion, but a great quaking fell on them, and
they fled to hide themselves. 8 So I was left
alone and saw this great vision. No strength
remained in me; for my face grew deathly
pale, and I retained no strength. 9 Yet I
heard the voice of his words. When I heard
the voice of hiswords, then I fell into a deep
sleep on my face, with my face toward the
ground.

10 Behold, a hand touched me, which set
me on my knees and on the palms of my
hands. 11He said tome, “Daniel, you greatly
beloved man, understand the words that
I speak to you, and stand upright, for I
have been sent to you, now.” When he had
spoken this word to me, I stood trembling.

12 Then he said to me, “Don’t be afraid,
Daniel; for from the first day that you set
your heart to understand, and to humble
yourself before your God, your words were
heard. I have come for your words’ sake.
13 But the prince of the kingdom of Persia
withstoodme twenty-onedays; but, behold,
Michael, one of the chief princes, came to
help me because I remained there with the
kings of Persia. 14Now I have come tomake
you understand what will happen to your
people in the latter days, for the vision is yet
for many days.”

15 When he had spoken these words to
me, I set my face toward the ground and
was mute. 16 Behold, one in the likeness
of the sons of men touched my lips. Then
I opened my mouth, and spoke and said
to him who stood before me, “My lord, by
reason of the visionmy sorrows have over-
taken me, and I retain no strength. 17 For
how can the servant of this my lord talk
with this my lord? For as for me, imme-
diately there remained no strength in me.
There was no breath left in me.”

18Then one like the appearance of a man
touchedmeagain, andhe strengthenedme.
19 He said, “Greatly beloved man, don’t be
afraid. Peace be to you. Be strong. Yes, be
strong.”
Whenhespoke tome, Iwas strengthened,

and said, “Let my lord speak, for you have
strengthenedme.”

20Then he said, “Do you knowwhy I have
come to you? Now Iwill return to fightwith
the prince of Persia. When I go out, behold,
the prince of Greece will come. 21But I will

† 9:25 “Anointed One” can also be translated “Messiah” (same as “Christ”). ‡ 9:26 “Anointed One” can also be

translated “Messiah” (same as “Christ”). * 10:4 or, Tigris River
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tell you that which is inscribed in the writ-
ing of truth. There is no onewho holdswith
me against these but Michael your prince.

11
1 “As forme, in the first year of Darius the

Mede, I stood up to confirm and strengthen
him.

2 “Now I will show you the truth. Behold,
three more kings will stand up in Persia.
The fourth will be far richer than all of
them. When he has grown strong through
his riches, he will stir up all against the
realm of Greece. 3Amighty king will stand
up, who will rule with great dominion, and
do according to his will. 4When he stands
up, his kingdom will be broken and will be
divided toward the four winds of the sky,
but not to his posterity, nor according to
his dominion with which he ruled; for his
kingdomwill bepluckedup, even for others
besides these.

5 “The king of the south will be strong.
One of his princes will become stronger
than him, and have dominion. His domin-
ion will be a great dominion. 6 At the end
of years they will join themselves together;
and the daughter of the king of the south
will come to the king of the north to make
an agreement, but she will not retain the
strength of her arm. He will also not stand,
nor will his arm; but she will be given
up, with those who brought her, and he
who became the father of her, and he who
strengthened her in those times.

7 “But out of a shoot from her roots one
will stand up in his place, who will come to
the army and will enter into the fortress of
the king of the north, and will deal against
them and will prevail. 8He will also carry
their gods with their molten images, and
with their goodly vessels of silver and of
gold, captive into Egypt. He will refrain
some years from the king of the north. 9He
will come into the realm of the king of the
south, but he will return into his own land.
10 His sons will wage war, and will assem-
ble a multitude of great forces which will
come on, and overflow, and pass through.
They will return and wage war, even to his
fortress.

11 “The king of the south will be moved
with anger andwill come out andfightwith
him, even with the king of the north. He
will send out a great multitude, and the
multitudewill be given intohis hand. 12The
multitude will be carried off, and his heart
will be exalted. He will cast down tens of
thousands, but hewon’t prevail. 13The king
of the north will return, and will send out
a multitude greater than the former. He
will come on at the end of the times, even of

years,withagreat armyandwithabundant
supplies.

14 “In those times many will stand up
against the king of the south. Also the chil-
dren of the violent among your people will
lift themselves up to establish the vision,
but they will fall. 15 So the king of the
north will come and cast up a mound, and
take a well-fortified city. The forces of the
south won’t stand, neither will his select
troops, neither will there be any strength
to stand. 16 But he who comes against him
will do according to his own will, and no
one will stand before him. He will stand in
the glorious land, and destruction will be
in his hand. 17He will set his face to come
with the strength of his whole kingdom,
and with him equitable conditions. He will
perform them. He will give him the daugh-
ter of women, to destroy the kingdom, but
she will not stand, and won’t be for him.
18 After this he will turn his face to the is-
lands, and will take many, but a prince will
cause the reproach offered by him to cease.
Yes, moreover, he will cause his reproach
to turn on him. 19 Then he will turn his
face toward the fortresses of his own land;
but he will stumble and fall, and won’t be
found.

20 “Then one who will cause a tax collec-
tor topass through thekingdomtomaintain
its glory will stand up in his place; but
within few days he shall be destroyed, not
in anger, and not in battle.

21“In his place a contemptible personwill
stand up, to whom they had not given the
honor of the kingdom; but he will come in
time of security, and will obtain the king-
dom by flatteries. 22 The overwhelming
forces will be overwhelmed from before
him, and will be broken. Yes, also the
prince of the covenant. 23 After the treaty
madewith himhewill work deceitfully; for
he will come up and will become strong
with few people. 24 In time of security he
will come even on the fattest places of the
province. He will do that which his fathers
have not done, nor his fathers’ fathers. He
will scatter among them prey, plunder, and
wealth. Yes, he will devise his plans against
the strongholds, but only for a time.

25 “He will stir up his power and his
courage against the king of the south with
a great army; and the king of the south
will wage war in battle with an exceed-
ingly great and mighty army, but he won’t
stand; for they will devise plans against
him. 26 Yes, those who eat of his delicacies
will destroyhim, andhis armywill be swept
away. Many will fall down slain. 27 As for
both these kings, their hearts will be to do
evil, and they will speak lies at one table;
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but it won’t prosper, for the end will still be
at theappointed time. 28Thenhewill return
into his land with great wealth. His heart
will be against the holy covenant. He will
take action, and return to his own land.

29 “He will return at the appointed time
and come into the south; but it won’t be
in the latter time as it was in the former.
30For ships of Kittimwill come against him.
Therefore he will be grieved, and will re-
turn, and have indignation against the holy
covenant, and will take action. He will
even return, and have regard to those who
forsake the holy covenant.

31“Forces fromhimwill profane the sanc-
tuary, even the fortress, and will take away
the continual burnt offering. Then theywill
setup theabomination thatmakesdesolate.
32 He will corrupt those who do wickedly
against the covenant by flatteries; but the
people who know their God will be strong
and take action.

33 “Those who are wise among the people
will instruct many; yet they will fall by the
sword and by flame, by captivity and by
plunder, many days. 34 Now when they
fall, they will be helped with a little help;
but manywill join themselves to themwith
flatteries. 35 Some of those who are wise
will fall—to refine them, and to purify, and
to make themwhite, even to the time of the
end, because it is yet for the timeappointed.

36 “The king will do according to his will.
He will exalt himself and magnify himself
above every god, and will speakmarvelous
things against the God of gods. Hewill pros-
per until the indignation is accomplished,
for that which is determined will be done.
37 He won’t regard the gods of his fathers,
or the desire of women, or regard any god;
for hewill magnify himself above all. 38But
in their place, he will honor the god of
fortresses. He will honor a god whom his
fathers didn’t know with gold, silver, and
with precious stones and pleasant things.
39He will deal with the strongest fortresses
by thehelpofa foreigngod. Hewill increase
with glory whoever acknowledges him. He
will cause them to rule over many, and will
divide the land for a price.

40 “At the time of the end the king of the
south will contend with him; and the king
of the north will come against him like a
whirlwind, with chariots, with horsemen,
and with many ships. He will enter into
the countries, and will overflow and pass
through. 41 He will enter also into the
glorious land, and many countries will be
overthrown; but thesewill be delivered out
of his hand: Edom, Moab, and the chief
of the children of Ammon. 42 He will also
stretch out his hand on the countries. The

land of Egypt won’t escape. 43 But he will
have power over the treasures of gold and
of silver, and over all the precious things
of Egypt. The Libyans and the Ethiopians
will follow his steps. 44 But news out of the
east and out of the north will trouble him;
and hewill go outwith great fury to destroy
and utterly to sweep away many. 45He will
plant the tents of his palace between the sea
and the glorious holy mountain; yet he will
come to his end, and no one will help him.

12
1 “At that time Michael will stand up, the

great prince who stands for the children of
your people; and there will be a time of
trouble, suchasneverwas since therewasa
nation even to that same time. At that time
your people will be delivered, everyone
who is foundwritten in the book. 2Many of
those who sleep in the dust of the earthwill
awake, some to everlasting life, and some
to shame and everlasting contempt. 3Those
who are wise will shine as the brightness
of the expanse. Those who turn many to
righteousnesswill shineas the stars forever
and ever. 4 But you, Daniel, shut up the
words and seal the book, even to the time of
the end. Many will run back and forth, and
knowledge will be increased.”

5 Then I, Daniel, looked, and behold, two
others stood, one on the river bank on this
side, and the other on the river bank on
that side. 6 One said to the man clothed
in linen, who was above the waters of the
river, “How longwill it be to the endof these
wonders?”

7 I heard the man clothed in linen, who
was above the waters of the river, when
he held up his right hand and his left hand
to heaven, and swore by him who lives
forever that itwill be for a time, times, anda
half; andwhen they have finished breaking
in pieces the power of the holy people, all
these things will be finished.

8 I heard, but I didn’t understand. Then I
said, “My lord, what will be the outcome of
these things?”

9 He said, “Go your way, Daniel; for the
words are shut up and sealed until the time
of the end. 10Many will purify themselves,
andmake themselveswhite, andberefined,
but the wicked will do wickedly; and none
of the wicked will understand, but those
who are wise will understand.

11“Fromthe time that the continual burnt
offering is taken away and the abomina-
tion that makes desolate set up, there will
be one thousand two hundred ninety days.
12 Blessed is he who waits, and comes to
the one thousand three hundred thirty-five
days.
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13 “But go your way until the end; for you
will rest, andwill stand in your inheritance
at the end of the days.”
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The Book of
Hosea

1 The LORD’s* word that came to Hosea
the son of Beeri, in the days of Uzziah,
Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Ju-
dah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son of
Joash, king of Israel.

2When the LORD spoke at first by Hosea,
the LORD said to Hosea, “Go, take for your-
self a wife of prostitution and children of
unfaithfulness; for the land commits great
adultery, forsaking the LORD.”

3Sohewentand tookGomer thedaughter
of Diblaim; and she conceived, and bore
him a son.

4 The LORD said to him, “Call his name
Jezreel, for yet a little while, and I will
avenge the blood of Jezreel on the house
of Jehu, and will cause the kingdom of the
house of Israel to cease. 5 It will happen in
that day that I will break the bow of Israel
in the valley of Jezreel.”

6 She conceived again, and bore a daugh-
ter.
Then he said to him, “Call her name Lo-

Ruhamah,† for I will no longer have mercy
on the house of Israel, that I should in any
way pardon them. 7 But I will have mercy
on thehouseof Judah, andwill save themby
theLORD theirGod,‡ andwill not save them
by bow, sword, battle, horses, or horse-
men.”

8 Now when she had weaned Lo-
Ruhamah, she conceived, and bore a son.

9 He said, “Call his name Lo-Ammi,§ for
you are not my people, and I will not be
yours. 10 Yet the number of the children of
Israel will be as the sand of the sea, which
can’t be measured or counted; and it will
come to pass that, in the place where it
was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’
they will be called ‘sons of the living God.’
11The children of Judah and the children of
Israel will be gathered together, and they
will appoint themselves one head, and will
goup fromthe land; for greatwill be theday
of Jezreel.

2
1 “Say to your brothers, ‘My people!’*
and to your sisters, ‘My loved one!’†

2Contend with yourmother!
Contend, for she is not mywife,
neither am I her husband;

and let her put away her prostitution from
her face,

and her adulteries from between her
breasts;

3 lest I strip her naked,
and make her bare as in the day that
she was born,

andmake her like a wilderness,
and set her like a dry land,
and kill her with thirst.

4 Indeed, on her children I will have no
mercy,

for they are children of unfaithfulness.
5For theirmother has played the prostitute.

She who conceived them has done
shamefully;

for she said, ‘I will go after my lovers,
who givememy bread andmywater,
mywool andmy flax,
my oil andmy drink.’

6 Therefore behold,‡ I will hedge up your
way with thorns,

and I will build a wall against her,
that she can’t find her way.

7 She will follow after her lovers,
but she won’t overtake them;

and she will seek them,
but won’t find them.

Then shewill say, ‘I will go and return tomy
first husband,

for then it was better with me than
now.’

8 For she didn’t know that I gave her the
grain, the newwine, and the oil,

and multiplied to her silver and gold,
which they used for Baal.

9 Therefore I will take back my grain in its
time,

andmy newwine in its season,
and will pluck away my wool and my
flax which should have covered her
nakedness.

10 Now I will uncover her lewdness in the
sight of her lovers,

and no one will deliver her out of my
hand.

11 I will also cause all her celebrations to
cease:

her feasts, her new moons, her Sab-
baths, and all her solemnassemblies.

12 Iwill laywaste her vines andherfig trees,
aboutwhich shehas said, ‘Thesearemy
wages thatmy lovers have givenme,’

and I will make them a forest,
and the animals of the field shall eat
them.

* 1:1 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”,
usually pronounced Yahweh). † 1:6 Lo-Ruhamahmeans “not loved”. ‡ 1:7 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is
“” (Elohim). § 1:9 Lo-Ammi means “not my people”. * 2:1 ‘Ammi’ in Hebrew † 2:1 ‘Ruhamah’ in Hebrew
‡ 2:6 “Behold”, from “”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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13 I will visit on her the days of the Baals,
to which she burned incense

when she decked herself with her earrings
and her jewels,

and went after her lovers
and forgot me,” says the LORD.

14 “Therefore behold, I will allure her,
and bring her into the wilderness,
and speak tenderly to her.

15 I will give her vineyards from there,
and the valley of Achor for a door of
hope;

and she will respond there
as in the days of her youth,
and as in the daywhen she cameup out
of the land of Egypt.

16 It will be in that day,” says the LORD,
“that you will call me ‘my husband,’
and no longer call me ‘mymaster.’

17For Iwill takeaway thenamesof theBaals
out of her mouth,

and they will no longer be mentioned
by name.

18 In that day I will make a covenant for
themwith the animals of the field,

and with the birds of the sky,
and with the creeping things of the
ground.

I will break the bow, the sword, and the
battle out of the land,

and will make them lie down safely.
19 I will betroth you tome forever.

Yes, I will betroth you to me in righ-
teousness, in justice, in loving kind-
ness, and in compassion.

20 I will even betroth you to me in faithful-
ness;

and you shall know the LORD.
21 It will happen in that day, that I will

respond,” says the LORD.
“I will respond to the heavens,
and they will respond to the earth;
22 and the earth will respond to the
grain, and the newwine, and the oil;

and they will respond to Jezreel.
23 I will sow her to me in the earth;

and I will have mercy on her who had
not obtainedmercy;

and I will tell those who were not my
people, ‘You aremy people;’

and they will say, ‘You areMy God!’ ”

3
1 The LORD said to me, “Go again, love a

woman loved by another, and an adulter-
ess, even as the LORD loves the children of
Israel, though they turn to other gods, and
love cakes of raisins.”

2 So I bought her for myself for fifteen
pieces of silver and a homer* and a half

of barley. 3 I said to her, “You shall stay
with me many days. You shall not play the
prostitute, and you shall not be with any
other man. I will also be so toward you.”

4For the children of Israel shall livemany
days without king, without prince, without
sacrifice,without sacred stone, andwithout
ephod or idols. 5 Afterward the children
of Israel shall return and seek the LORD
their God, and David their king, and shall
comewith trembling to the LORD and to his
blessings in the last days.

4
1Hear the LORD’s word, you children of

Israel,
for the LORD has a charge against the
inhabitants of the land:

“Indeed there is no truth, nor goodness,
nor knowledge of God in the land.

2 There is cursing, lying, murder, stealing,
and committing adultery;

they break boundaries, and bloodshed
causes bloodshed.

3Therefore the land will mourn,
and everyone who dwells in it will
waste away,

with all living things in her,
even the animals of the field and the
birds of the sky;

yes, the fish of the sea also die.

4 “Yet let no man bring a charge, neither let
anyman accuse;

for your people are like those who
bring charges against a priest.

5Youwill stumble in the day,
and the prophet will also stumble with
you in the night;

and I will destroy yourmother.
6Mypeople are destroyed for lack of knowl-

edge.
Because you have rejected knowledge,
I will also reject you,

that youmay be no priest to me.
Because you have forgotten your God’s law,

I will also forget your children.
7 As they were multiplied, so they sinned

against me.
I will change their glory into shame.

8They feed on the sin of my people,
and set their heart on their iniquity.

9 It will be like people, like priest;
and I will punish them for their ways,
and will repay them for their deeds.

10They will eat, and not have enough.
They will play the prostitute, and will
not increase;

because theyhaveabandoned listening
to the LORD.

* 3:2 1 homer is about 220 liters or 6 bushels
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11 Prostitution, wine, and new wine take
away understanding.

12Mypeople consultwith theirwooden
idol,

and answer to a stick of wood.
Indeed the spirit of prostitution has led

them astray,
and they have been unfaithful to their
God.

13 They sacrifice on the tops of the moun-
tains,

and burn incense on the hills, under
oaks, poplars, and terebinths,

because its shade is good.
Therefore your daughters play the prosti-

tute,
and your brides commit adultery.

14 I will not punish your daughters when
they play the prostitute,

nor your brides when they commit
adultery;

because themen consort with prostitutes,
and they sacrifice with the shrine pros-
titutes;

so the people without understanding
will come to ruin.

15 “Though you, Israel, play the prostitute,
yet don’t let Judah offend;
and don’t come to Gilgal,
neither go up to Beth Aven,
nor swear, ‘As the LORD lives.’

16 For Israel has behaved extremely stub-
bornly, like a stubborn heifer.

Then howwill the LORD feed them like
a lamb in ameadow?

17Ephraim is joined to idols.
Leave him alone!

18Their drink has become sour.
They play the prostitute continually.
Her rulers dearly love their shameful
way.

19 The wind has wrapped her up in its
wings;

and they shall be disappointed because
of their sacrifices.

5
1 “Listen to this, you priests!
Listen, house of Israel,
and give ear, house of the king!

For the judgment is against you;
for you have been a snare at Mizpah,
and a net spread on Tabor.

2The rebels are deep in slaughter,
but I discipline all of them.

3 I know Ephraim,
and Israel is not hidden fromme;

for now, Ephraim, you have played the
prostitute.

Israel is defiled.

4 Their deeds won’t allow them to turn to
their God,

for the spirit of prostitution is within
them,

and they don’t know the LORD.
5The pride of Israel testifies to his face.

Therefore Israel and Ephraim will
stumble in their iniquity.

Judah also will stumble with them.
6 They will go with their flocks and with

their herds to seek the LORD,
but they won’t find him.
He has withdrawn himself from them.

7They are unfaithful to the LORD;
for they have borne illegitimate chil-
dren.

Now the new moon will devour them
with their fields.

8 “Blow the cornet in Gibeah,
and the trumpet in Ramah!
Sound a battle cry at Beth Aven, behind
you, Benjamin!

9 Ephraim will become a desolation in the
day of rebuke.

Among the tribes of Israel, I havemade
known that which will surely be.

10 The princes of Judah are like those who
remove a landmark.

I will pour out my wrath on them like
water.

11Ephraim is oppressed,
he is crushed in judgment,
because he is intent in his pursuit of
idols.

12Therefore I am to Ephraim like amoth,
and to the house of Judah like rotten-
ness.

13 “When Ephraim saw his sickness,
and Judah his wound,
then Ephraimwent to Assyria,
and sent to King Jareb:

but he is not able to heal you,
neitherwill he cure youof yourwound.

14For I will be to Ephraim like a lion,
and like a young lion to the house of
Judah.

I myself will tear in pieces and go away.
I will carry off, and therewill be no one
to deliver.

15 I will go and return to my place,
until they acknowledge their offense,
and seekmy face.
In their affliction they will seek me
earnestly.”

6
1 “Come! Let’s return to the LORD;
for he has torn us to pieces,
and he will heal us;
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he has injured us,
and he will bind up our wounds.

2After two days he will revive us.
On the third day he will raise us up,
and wewill live before him.

3Let’s acknowledge the LORD.
Let’s press on to know the LORD.

As surely as the sun rises,
the LORDwill appear.

He will come to us like the rain,
like the spring rain that waters the
earth.”

4 “Ephraim, what shall I do to you?
Judah, what shall I do to you?
For your love is like amorning cloud,
and like the dew that disappears early.

5 Therefore I have cut them to pieces with
the prophets;

I killed them with the words of my
mouth.

Your judgments are like a flash of light-
ning.

6For I desire mercy, and not sacrifice;
and the knowledge of God more than
burnt offerings.

7 But they, like Adam, have broken the
covenant.

They were unfaithful to me there.
8Gilead is a city of thosewhowork iniquity;

it is stained with blood.
9As gangs of robberswait to ambushaman,

so the company of priests murder on
the path toward Shechem,

committing shameful crimes.
10 In the house of Israel I have seen a horri-

ble thing.
There is prostitution in Ephraim.
Israel is defiled.

11 “Also, Judah, there is a harvest appointed
for you,

when I restore the fortunes of my peo-
ple.

7
1When I would heal Israel,
then the iniquity of Ephraim is uncov-
ered,

also the wickedness of Samaria;
for they commit falsehood,
and the thief enters in,
and the gang of robbers ravages out-
side.

2 They don’t consider in their hearts that I
remember all their wickedness.

Now their own deeds have engulfed
them.

They are before my face.
3 They make the king glad with their

wickedness,
and the princes with their lies.

4They are all adulterers.
They are burning like an oven that the
baker stops stirring,

from the kneading of the dough, until it
is leavened.

5 On the day of our king, the princes
made themselves sick with the heat
of wine.

He joined his handwithmockers.
6For they have prepared their heart like an

oven,
while they lie in wait.
Their anger smolders all night.
In the morning it burns as a flaming
fire.

7They are all hot as an oven,
and devour their judges.

All their kings have fallen.
There is no one among them who calls
to me.

8 Ephraim mixes himself among the na-
tions.

Ephraim is a pancake not turned over.
9 Strangers have devoured his strength,

and he doesn’t realize it.
Indeed, gray hairs are here and there on

him,
and he doesn’t realize it.

10The pride of Israel testifies to his face;
yet they haven’t returned to the LORD
their God,

nor sought him, for all this.

11 “Ephraim is like an easily deceived dove,
without understanding.

They call to Egypt.
They go to Assyria.

12 When they go, I will spread my net on
them.

I will bring them down like the birds of
the sky.

I will chastise them, as their congrega-
tion has heard.

13Woe to them!
For they have wandered fromme.

Destruction to them!
For they have trespassed against me.

Though I would redeem them,
yet they have spoken lies against me.

14They haven’t cried tomewith their heart,
but they howl on their beds.

They assemble themselves for grain and
newwine.

They turn away fromme.
15 Though I have taught and strengthened

their arms,
yet they plot evil against me.

16They return, but not to theMost High.
They are like a faulty bow.
Their princes will fall by the sword for
the rage of their tongue.
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Thiswill be their derision in the land of
Egypt.

8
1 “Put the trumpet to your lips!
Something like an eagle is over the
LORD’s house,

because theyhavebrokenmycovenant
and rebelled against my law.

2 They cry to me, ‘My God, we, Israel, ac-
knowledge you!’

3 Israel has cast off that which is good.
The enemywill pursue him.

4They have set up kings, but not byme.
They have made princes, and I didn’t
approve.

Of their silver and their gold they have
made themselves idols,

that theymay be cut off.
5Let Samaria throw out his calf idol!

My anger burns against them!
How long will it be until they are capa-
ble of purity?

6For this is even from Israel!
Theworkmanmade it, and it is no God;
indeed, the calf of Samaria shall be bro-
ken in pieces.

7For they sow the wind,
and they will reap the whirlwind.

He has no standing grain.
The stalk will yield no head.
If it does yield, strangerswill swallow it
up.

8 Israel is swallowed up.
Now they are among the nations like a
worthless thing.

9For they have gone up to Assyria,
like a wild donkey wandering alone.
Ephraim has hired lovers for himself.

10But although they sold themselves among
the nations,

I will now gather them;
and they begin to waste away because
of the oppression of the king of
mighty ones.

11 Because Ephraim has multiplied altars
for sinning,

they became for him altars for sinning.
12 I wrote for him the many things of my

law,
but they were regarded as a strange
thing.

13As for the sacrifices of my offerings,
they sacrificemeat and eat it,
but the LORD doesn’t accept them.

Now hewill remember their iniquity,
and punish their sins.
They will return to Egypt.

14 For Israel has forgotten his Maker and
built palaces;

and Judah has multiplied fortified
cities;

but I will send a fire on his cities,
and it will devour its fortresses.”

9
1Don’t rejoice, Israel, to jubilation like the

nations;
for you were unfaithful to your God.
You love the wages of a prostitute at
every grain threshing floor.

2 The threshing floor and the wine press
won’t feed them,

and the newwine will fail her.
3They won’t dwell in the LORD’s land;

but Ephraimwill return to Egypt,
and they will eat unclean food in As-
syria.

4 They won’t pour out wine offerings to the
LORD,

neither will they be pleasing to him.
Their sacrifices will be to them like the
bread of mourners;

all who eat of it will be polluted;
for their bread will be for their ap-
petite.

It will not come into the LORD’s house.
5 What will you do in the day of solemn

assembly,
and in the day of the feast of the LORD?

6For, behold, when they flee destruction,
Egypt will gather them up.
Memphis will bury them.
Nettles will possess their pleasant
things of silver.

Thorns will be in their tents.
7The days of visitation have come.

The days of reckoning have come.
Israel will consider the prophet to be a fool,

and the man who is inspired to be in-
sane,

because of the abundance of your sins,
and because your hostility is great.

8A prophet watches over Ephraimwith my
God.

A fowler’s snare is on all of his paths,
and hostility in the house of his God.

9They have deeply corrupted themselves,
as in the days of Gibeah.
He will remember their iniquity.
He will punish them for their sins.

10 I found Israel like grapes in the wilder-
ness.

I sawyour fathers as thefirst ripe in the
fig tree at its first season;

but they came to Baal Peor, and con-
secrated themselves to the shameful
thing,

and became abominable like that
which they loved.
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11As for Ephraim, their glory will fly away
like a bird.

There will be no birth, no one with
child, and no conception.

12Though they bring up their children,
yet I will bereave them, so that not a
man shall be left.

Indeed,woe also to themwhen I depart
from them!

13 I have seen Ephraim, like Tyre, planted in
a pleasant place;

but Ephraimwill bring out his children
to themurderer.

14Give them—LORDwhat will you give?
Give themamiscarryingwombanddry
breasts.

15 “All their wickedness is in Gilgal;
for there I hated them.
Because of the wickedness of their
deeds, I will drive them out of my
house!

I will love them nomore.
All their princes are rebels.

16Ephraim is struck.
Their root has dried up.
They will bear no fruit.
Even though they give birth, yet I will
kill the beloved ones of their womb.”

17MyGodwill cast themaway, because they
didn’t listen to him;

and they will be wanderers among the
nations.

10
1 Israel is a luxuriant vine that produces

his fruit.
According to the abundance of his fruit
he has multiplied his altars.

As their land has prospered, they have
adorned their sacred stones.

2Their heart is divided.
Now they will be found guilty.
He will demolish their altars.
He will destroy their sacred stones.

3 Surely now they will say, “We have no
king; for we don’t fear the LORD;

and the king, what can he do for us?”
4 They make promises, swearing falsely in

making covenants.
Therefore judgment springs up like
poisonous weeds in the furrows of
the field.

5 The inhabitants of Samaria will be in ter-
ror for the calves of Beth Aven,

for its people will mourn over it,
alongwith its priestswho rejoiced over
it,

for its glory, because it has departed
from it.

6 It also will be carried to Assyria for a
present to a great king.

Ephraimwill receive shame,
and Israel will be ashamed of his own
counsel.

7 Samaria and her king float away
like a twig on the water.

8 The high places also of Aven, the sin of
Israel, will be destroyed.

The thorn and the thistle will come up
on their altars.

They will tell the mountains, “Cover
us!” and the hills, “Fall on us!”

9 “Israel, you have sinned from the days of
Gibeah.

There they remained.
The battle against the children of iniq-
uitydoesn’t overtake them inGibeah.

10When it is my desire, I will chastise them;
and the nations will be gathered
against them

when theyarebound to their two trans-
gressions.

11 Ephraim is a trained heifer that loves to
thresh,

so I will put a yoke on her beautiful
neck.

I will set a rider on Ephraim.
Judah will plow.
Jacob will break his clods.

12 Sow to yourselves in righteousness,
reap according to kindness.

Break up your fallow ground,
for it is time to seek the LORD,
until he comes and rains righteousness
on you.

13You have plowedwickedness.
You have reaped iniquity.
You have eaten the fruit of lies,
for you trusted in your way, in themul-
titude of yourmighty men.

14 Therefore a battle roar will arise among
your people,

and all your fortresses will be de-
stroyed,

as ShalmandestroyedBethArbel in the
day of battle.

The mother was dashed in pieces with
her children.

15 So Bethel will do to you because of your
great wickedness.

At daybreak the king of Israel will be
destroyed.

11
1 “When Israel was a child, then I loved

him,
and calledmy son out of Egypt.

2 They called to them, so they went from
them.
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They sacrificed to the Baals,
and burned incense to engraved im-
ages.

3Yet I taught Ephraim to walk.
I took them by their arms,
but they didn’t know that I healed
them.

4 I drew themwith cords of aman, with ties
of love;

and I was to them like those who lift up
the yoke on their necks;

and I bent down to him and I fed him.

5 “They won’t return into the land of Egypt;
but the Assyrian will be their king,
because they refused to repent.

6The sword will fall on their cities,
and will destroy the bars of their gates,
and will put an end to their plans.

7 My people are determined to turn from
me.

Though they call to the Most High,
he certainly won’t exalt them.

8 “How can I give you up, Ephraim?
How can I hand you over, Israel?
How can I make you like Admah?
How can I make you like Zeboiim?

My heart is turned withinme,
my compassion is aroused.

9 I will not execute the fierceness of my
anger.

I will not return to destroy Ephraim,
for I am God, and not man—the Holy
One among you.

I will not come in wrath.
10They will walk after the LORD,

whowill roar like a lion;
for he will roar, and the children will
come trembling from the west.

11 They will come trembling like a bird out
of Egypt,

and like a dove out of the land of As-
syria;

and I will settle them in their houses,” says
the LORD.

12Ephraim surroundsmewith falsehood,
and the house of Israel with deceit.
Judah still strays from God,
and is unfaithful to the Holy One.

12
1Ephraim feeds on wind,
and chases the east wind.
He continually multiplies lies and des-
olation.

Theymake a covenant with Assyria,
and oil is carried into Egypt.

2 The LORD also has a controversy with
Judah,

and will punish Jacob according to his
ways;

according to his deeds he will repay
him.

3 In the womb he took his brother by the
heel,

and in hismanhood he contendedwith
God.

4 Indeed, he struggled with the angel, and
prevailed;

hewept, andmade supplication to him.
He found him at Bethel, and there he
spoke with us—

5 even the LORD, the God of Armies.
The LORD is his name of renown!

6Therefore turn to your God.
Keep kindness and justice,
and wait continually for your God.

7 A merchant has dishonest scales in his
hand.

He loves to defraud.
8Ephraim said, “Surely I have become rich.

I have foundmyself wealth.
In all my wealth they won’t find in me
any iniquity that is sin.”

9“But I amtheLORDyourGod fromthe land
of Egypt.

I will yet againmake you dwell in tents,
as in the days of the solemn feast.

10 I have also spoken to the prophets,
and I havemultiplied visions;
and by the ministry of the prophets I
have used parables.

11 If Gilead is wicked,
surely they are worthless.

In Gilgal they sacrifice bulls.
Indeed, their altars are likeheaps in the
furrows of the field.

12 Jacob fled into the country of Aram.
Israel served to get a wife.
For a wife he tended flocks and herds.

13By a prophet the LORD brought Israel up
out of Egypt,

and by a prophet he was preserved.
14Ephraim has bitterly provoked anger.

Therefore his blood will be left on him,
and his Lord* will repay his contempt.

13
1When Ephraim spoke, there was trem-

bling.
He exalted himself in Israel,
but when he became guilty through
Baal, he died.

2Now they sinmore andmore,
and have made themselves molten im-
ages of their silver,

even idols according to their own un-
derstanding,

* 12:14 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”



Hosea 13:3 701 Hosea 14:9

all of them the work of the craftsmen.
They say of them, ‘They offer human
sacrifice and kiss the calves.’

3 Therefore they will be like the morning
mist,

like the dew that passes away early,
like the chaff that is driven with the
whirlwind out of the threshing floor,

and like the smoke out of the chimney.

4 “Yet I am theLORDyourGod from the land
of Egypt;

and you shall acknowledge no god but
me,

and besides me there is no savior.
5 I knew you in the wilderness,

in the land of great drought.
6 According to their pasture, so were they

filled;
they were filled, and their heart was
exalted.

Therefore they have forgottenme.
7Therefore I am like a lion to them.

Like a leopard, I will lurk by the path.
8 I will meet them like a bear that is be-

reaved of her cubs,
and will tear the covering of their
heart.

There I will devour them like a lioness.
The wild animal will tear them.

9You are destroyed, Israel, because you are
against me,

against your helper.
10Where is your king now, that hemay save

you in all your cities?
And your judges, of whom you said,

‘Giveme a king and princes’?
11 I have given you a king inmy anger,

and have taken him away inmywrath.
12The guilt of Ephraim is stored up.

His sin is stored up.
13 The sorrows of a travailing woman will

come on him.
He is an unwise son,
for when it is time, he doesn’t come to
the opening of the womb.

14 I will ransom them from the power of
Sheol.*

I will redeem them from death!
Death, where are your plagues?
Sheol, where is your destruction?

“Compassion will be hidden frommy eyes.
15 Though he is fruitful among his
brothers, an east wind will come,

the breath of the LORD coming up from
the wilderness;

and his spring will become dry,
and his fountain will be dried up.

He will plunder the storehouse of trea-
sure.

16 Samaria will bear her guilt,
for she has rebelled against her God.
They will fall by the sword.
Their infants will be dashed in pieces,
and their pregnant women will be
ripped open.”

14
1 Israel, return to the LORD your God;

for you have fallen because of your sin.
2 Take words with you, and return to the

LORD.
Tell him, “Forgive all our sins,
and accept that which is good;
so we offer bulls as we vowed of our
lips.

3Assyria can’t save us.
Wewon’t ride on horses;
neither will we say any more to the
work of our hands, ‘Our gods!’

for in you the fatherless findsmercy.”
4 “I will heal their waywardness.

I will love them freely;
for my anger is turned away from
them.

5 I will be like the dew to Israel.
He will blossom like the lily,
and send down his roots like Lebanon.

6His branches will spread,
and his beauty will be like the olive
tree,

and his fragrance like Lebanon.
7Menwill dwell in his shade.

They will revive like the grain,
and blossom like the vine.
Their fragrance will be like the wine of
Lebanon.

8Ephraim, what have I to do anymorewith
idols?

I answer, and will take care of him.
I am like a green cypress tree;
fromme your fruit is found.”

9Who iswise, that hemayunderstand these
things?

Who is prudent, that he may know
them?

For the ways of the LORD are right,
and the righteous walk in them,
but the rebellious stumble in them.

* 13:14 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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The Book of
Joel

1The LORD’s* word that came to Joel, the
son of Pethuel.
2Hear this, you elders,

and listen, all you inhabitants of the
land!

Has this ever happened in your days,
or in the days of your fathers?

3Tell your children about it,
and have your children tell their chil-
dren,

and their children, another generation.
4 What the swarming locust has left, the

great locust has eaten.
What the great locust has left, the
grasshopper has eaten.

What the grasshopper has left, the
caterpillar has eaten.

5Wake up, you drunkards, and weep!
Wail, all you drinkers of wine, because
of the sweet wine,

for it is cut off from yourmouth.
6 For a nation has come up on my land,

strong, and without number.
His teeth are the teeth of a lion,
and he has the fangs of a lioness.

7He has laid my vine waste,
and strippedmy fig tree.
He has stripped its bark, and thrown it
away.

Its branches are made white.
8Mourn like a virgin dressed in sackcloth

for the husband of her youth!
9 The meal offering and the drink offering

are cut off from the LORD’s house.
The priests, the LORD’s ministers,
mourn.

10The field is laid waste.
The land mourns, for the grain is de-
stroyed,

The newwine has dried up,
and the oil languishes.

11Be confounded, you farmers!
Wail, you vineyard keepers,
for the wheat and for the barley;
for theharvest of thefieldhasperished.

12 The vine has dried up, and the fig tree
withered—

the pomegranate tree, the palm tree
also, and the apple tree,

even all of the trees of the field are
withered;

for joy has withered away from the
sons of men.

13Put on sackcloth andmourn, you priests!

Wail, youministers of the altar.
Come, lie all night in sackcloth, you minis-

ters of my God,†
for the meal offering and the drink of-
fering are withheld from your God’s
house.

14 Sanctify a fast.
Call a solemn assembly.
Gather the elders and all the inhabi-
tants of the land to the house of the
LORD, your God,

and cry to the LORD.
15Alas for the day!

For the day of the LORD is at hand,
and itwill comeasdestruction fromthe
Almighty.

16 Isn’t the food cut off before our eyes,
joy and gladness from the house of our
God?

17The seeds rot under their clods.
The granaries are laid desolate.
The barns are broken down, for the
grain has withered.

18How the animals groan!
The herds of livestock are perplexed,
because they have no pasture.

Yes, the flocks of sheep are made deso-
late.

19LORD, I cry to you,
for the fire has devoured the pastures
of the wilderness,

and the flame has burned all the trees
of the field.

20Yes, the animals of the field pant to you,
for the water brooks have dried up,
and the fire has devoured the pastures
of the wilderness.

2
1Blow the trumpet in Zion,

and sound an alarm in my holy moun-
tain!

Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble,
for the day of the LORD comes,
for it is close at hand:

2A day of darkness and gloominess,
a day of clouds and thick darkness.

As the dawn spreading on themountains,
a great and strong people;
there has never been the like,
neither will there be any more after
them,

even to the years of many generations.
3A fire devours before them,

and behind them, a flame burns.
The land is as the garden of Eden before

them,

* 1:1 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”,
usually pronounced Yahweh). † 1:13 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is “” (Elohim).
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and behind them, a desolate wilder-
ness.

Yes, and no one has escaped them.
4 Their appearance is as the appearance of

horses,
and they run as horsemen.

5Like the noise of chariots on the tops of the
mountains, they leap,

like the noise of a flame of fire that
devours the stubble,

like a strong people set in battle array.
6 At their presence the peoples are in an-

guish.
All faces have grown pale.

7They run like mighty men.
They climb the wall like warriors.
They each march in his line, and they
don’t swerve off course.

8One doesn’t jostle another.
They eachmarch in their own path.
They burst through the defenses
and don’t break ranks.

9They rush on the city.
They run on the wall.
They climb up into the houses.
They enter in at the windows like
thieves.

10The earth quakes before them.
The heavens tremble.
The sun and themoon are darkened,
and the stars withdraw their shining.

11 The LORD thunders his voice before his
army,

for his forces are very great;
for he is strong who obeys his com-
mand;

for the day of the LORD is great and
very awesome,

and who can endure it?
12 “Yet even now,” says the LORD, “turn to

mewith all your heart,
and with fasting, and with weeping,
and withmourning.”

13Tear your heart and not your garments,
and turn to the LORD, your God;
for he is gracious andmerciful,
slow to anger, and abundant in loving
kindness,

and relents from sending calamity.
14Who knows? Hemay turn and relent,

and leave a blessing behind him,
even a meal offering and a drink offer-
ing to the LORD, your God.

15Blow the trumpet in Zion!
Sanctify a fast.
Call a solemn assembly.

16Gather the people.
Sanctify the assembly.
Assemble the elders.

Gather the children, and those who
nurse from breasts.

Let the bridegroom go out of his room,
and the bride out of her chamber.

17Let the priests, theministers of the LORD,
weep between the porch and the al-
tar,

and let them say, “Spare your people,
LORD,

and don’t give your heritage to re-
proach,

that the nations should rule over them.
Why should they say among the peoples,

‘Where is their God?’ ”
18Then the LORDwas jealous for his land,

and had pity on his people.
19The LORD answered his people,

“Behold,* I will send you grain, new
wine, and oil,

and you will be satisfied with them;
and Iwill nomoremakeyoua reproach
among the nations.

20 But I will remove the northern army far
away from you,

and will drive it into a barren and des-
olate land,

its front into the eastern sea,
and its back into the western sea;
and its stench will come up,
and its bad smell will rise.”

Surely he has done great things.
21Land, don’t be afraid.

Be glad and rejoice, for the LORD has
done great things.

22Don’t be afraid, you animals of the field;
for the pastures of the wilderness
spring up,

for the tree bears its fruit.
The fig tree and the vine yield their
strength.

23 “Be glad then, you children of Zion,
and rejoice in the LORD, your God;
for he gives you the early rain in just
measure,

and he causes the rain to come down
for you,

the early rain and the latter rain, as
before.

24The threshing floors will be full of wheat,
and the vats will overflow with new
wine and oil.

25 I will restore to you the years that the
swarming locust has eaten,

the great locust, the grasshopper, and
the caterpillar,

my great army, which I sent among
you.

26 You will have plenty to eat and be satis-
fied,

* 2:19 “Behold”, from “”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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and will praise the name of the LORD,
your God,

who has dealt wondrously with you;
and my people will never again be dis-
appointed.

27Youwill know that I am among Israel,
and that I am the LORD, your God, and
there is no one else;

and my people will never again be dis-
appointed.

28 “It will happen afterward, that I will pour
out my Spirit on all flesh;

and your sons and your daughters will
prophesy.

Your old menwill dream dreams.
Your youngmenwill see visions.

29Andalso on the servants andon thehand-
maids in those days,

I will pour out my Spirit.
30 I will show wonders in the heavens and

in the earth:
blood, fire, and pillars of smoke.

31The sunwill be turned into darkness,
and themoon into blood,
before the great and terrible day of the
LORD comes.

32 It will happen that whoever will call on
the LORD’s name shall be saved;

for in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem
there will be those who escape,

as the LORD has said,
and among the remnant, those whom
the LORD calls.

3
1 “For, behold, in those days,

and in that time,
when I restore the fortunes of Judah
and Jerusalem,

2 I will gather all nations,
and will bring them down into the val-
ley of Jehoshaphat;

and I will execute judgment on them
there for my people,

and for my heritage, Israel, whom they
have scattered among the nations.

They have dividedmy land,
3and have cast lots for my people,
and have given a boy for a prostitute,
and sold a girl for wine, that they may
drink.

4 “Yes, and what are you to me, Tyre and
Sidon,

and all the regions of Philistia?
Will you repayme?

And if you repayme,
I will swiftly and speedily return your
repayment on your own head.

5Because you have taken my silver and my
gold,

and have carried my finest treasures
into your temples,

6 and have sold the children of Judah
and the children of Jerusalem to the
sons of the Greeks,

that you may remove them far from
their border.

7Behold, I will stir them up out of the place
where you have sold them,

and will return your repayment on
your own head;

8 and I will sell your sons and your daugh-
ters into the hands of the children of
Judah,

and they will sell them to the men of
Sheba,

to a faraway nation,
for the LORD has spoken it.”

9Proclaim this among the nations:
“Prepare for war!
Stir up themighty men.

Let all the warriors draw near.
Let them come up. 10 Beat your plow-
shares into swords,

and your pruning hooks into spears.
Let the weak say, ‘I am strong.’

11 Hurry and come, all you surrounding
nations,

and gather yourselves together.”
Cause your mighty ones to come down

there, LORD.
12 “Let the nations arouse themselves,

and come up to the valley of Je-
hoshaphat;

for there I will sit to judge all the sur-
rounding nations.

13Put in the sickle;
for the harvest is ripe.
Come, tread, for the wine press is full,
the vats overflow, for their wickedness
is great.”

14 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of
decision!

For the day of the LORD is near in the
valley of decision.

15The sun and themoon are darkened,
and the stars withdraw their shining.

16The LORDwill roar from Zion,
and thunder from Jerusalem;
and the heavens and the earth will
shake;

but the LORD will be a refuge to his
people,

and a stronghold to the children of Is-
rael.

17 “So you will know that I am the LORD,
your God,

dwelling in Zion, my holy mountain.
Then Jerusalemwill be holy,

and no strangers will pass through her
anymore.
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18 It will happen in that day,
that the mountains will drop down
sweet wine,

the hills will flowwithmilk,
all the brooks of Judah will flow with
waters;

and a fountain will flow out from the
LORD’s house,

and will water the valley of Shittim.
19Egypt will be a desolation

and Edom will be a desolate wilder-
ness,

for the violence done to the children of
Judah,

because they have shed innocent blood
in their land.

20But Judah will be inhabited forever,
and Jerusalem from generation to gen-
eration.

21 I will cleanse their blood
that I have not cleansed,
for the LORD dwells in Zion.”
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The Book of
Amos

1 The words of Amos, who was among
the herdsmen of Tekoa, which he saw con-
cerning Israel in the days of Uzziah king of
Judah and in the days of Jeroboam the son
of Joash, king of Israel, two years before the
earthquake. 2He said:
“The LORD* will roar from Zion,

and utter his voice from Jerusalem;
and the pastures of the shepherds will

mourn,
and the top of Carmel will wither.”

3The LORD says:
“For three transgressions of Damascus, yes,

for four,
I will not turn away its punishment,
because they have threshed Gilead
with threshing instruments of iron;

4 but I will send a fire into the house of
Hazael,

and it will devour the palaces of Ben
Hadad.

5 I will break the bar of Damascus,
and cut off the inhabitant from the val-
ley of Aven,

andhimwhoholds the scepter fromthe
house of Eden;

and the people of Syria shall go into
captivity to Kir,”

says the LORD.
6The LORD says:

“For three transgressions of Gaza, yes, for
four,

I will not turn away its punishment,
because they carried away captive the
whole community,

to deliver them up to Edom;
7but I will send a fire on the wall of Gaza,

and it will devour its palaces.
8 I will cut off the inhabitant from Ashdod,

and him who holds the scepter from
Ashkelon;

and I will turnmy hand against Ekron;
and the remnant of the Philistines will
perish,”

says the Lord† GOD.
9The LORD says:

“For three transgressions of Tyre, yes, for
four,

I will not turn away its punishment;
because they delivered up the whole
community to Edom,

and didn’t remember the brotherly
covenant;

10but I will send a fire on the wall of Tyre,

and it will devour its palaces.”
11The LORD says:

“For three transgressions of Edom, yes, for
four,

I will not turn away its punishment,
because he pursued his brother with
the sword

and cast off all pity,
and his anger raged continually,
and he kept his wrath forever;

12but I will send a fire on Teman,
and it will devour the palaces of
Bozrah.”

13The LORD says:
“For three transgressions of the children of

Ammon, yes, for four,
I will not turn away its punishment,
because they have ripped open the
pregnant women of Gilead,

that theymay enlarge their border.
14 But I will kindle a fire in the wall of

Rabbah,
and it will devour its palaces,
with shouting in the day of battle,
with a storm in the day of the whirl-
wind;

15and their king will go into captivity,
he and his princes together,”

says the LORD.

2
1The LORD says:

“For three transgressions of Moab, yes, for
four,

I will not turn away its punishment,
because he burned the bones of the
king of Edom into lime;

2but I will send a fire onMoab,
and it will devour the palaces of Ke-
rioth;

and Moab will die with tumult, with
shouting, and with the sound of the
trumpet;

3 and I will cut off the judge from among
them,

and will kill all its princes with him,”
says the LORD.
4The LORD says:

“For three transgressions of Judah, yes, for
four,

I will not turn away its punishment,
because they have rejected the LORD’s
law,

and have not kept his statutes,
and their lies have led them astray,
after which their fathers walked;

5but I will send a fire on Judah,
and it will devour the palaces of
Jerusalem.”

* 1:2 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”,
usually pronounced Yahweh). † 1:8 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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6The LORD says:
“For three transgressions of Israel, yes, for

four,
I will not turn away its punishment,
because they have sold the righteous
for silver,

and the needy for a pair of sandals;
7 They trample the heads of the poor
into the dust of the earth

and deny justice to the oppressed.
Aman and his father use the samemaiden,

to profanemy holy name.
8 They lay themselves down beside ev-
ery altar on clothes taken in pledge.

In the house of their God* they drink
the wine of those who have been
fined.

9Yet I destroyed the Amorite before them,
whose height was like the height of the
cedars,

and he was strong as the oaks;
yet I destroyed his fruit from above,
and his roots from beneath.

10 Also I brought you up out of the land of
Egypt

and led you forty years in the wilder-
ness,

to possess the land of the Amorite.
11 I raised up some of your sons for

prophets,
and some of your young men for
Nazirites.

Isn’t this true,
you children of Israel?” says the LORD.

12 “But you gave theNaziriteswine to drink,
and commanded the prophets, saying,

‘Don’t prophesy!’
13Behold,† I will crush you in your place,

as a cart crushes that is full of grain.
14Flight will perish from the swift.

The strong won’t strengthen his force.
Themighty won’t deliver himself.

15Hewho handles the bowwon’t stand.
He who is swift of foot won’t escape.
He who rides the horse won’t deliver
himself.

16Hewho is courageous among themighty
will flee away naked on that day,”

says the LORD.

3
1 Hear this word that the LORD has spo-

ken against you, children of Israel, against
the whole family which I brought up out of
the land of Egypt, saying:
2 “I have only chosen you of all the families

of the earth.
Therefore I will punish you for all of
your sins.”

3Do twowalk together,
unless they have agreed?

4Will a lion roar in the thicket,
when he has no prey?

Does a young lion cry out of his den,
if he has caught nothing?

5Can a bird fall in a trap on the earth,
where no snare is set for him?

Does a snare spring up from the ground,
when there is nothing to catch?

6Does the trumpet alarm sound in a city,
without the people being afraid?

Does evil happen to a city,
and the LORD hasn’t done it?

7 Surely the Lord GODwill do nothing,
unless he reveals his secret to his ser-
vants the prophets.

8The lion has roared.
Whowill not fear?

The Lord GOD has spoken.
Who can but prophesy?

9Proclaim in the palaces at Ashdod,
and in the palaces in the land of Egypt,

and say, “Assemble yourselves on the
mountains of Samaria,

and see what unrest is in her,
and what oppression is among them.”

10 “Indeed they don’t know to do right,” says
the LORD,

“Who hoard plunder and loot in their
palaces.”

11Therefore the Lord GOD says:
“An adversary will overrun the land;

and he will pull down your
strongholds,

and your fortresseswill be plundered.”
12The LORD says:

“As the shepherd rescues out of the mouth
of the lion two legs,

or a piece of an ear,
so shall the children of Israel be res-
cued who sit in Samaria on the cor-
ner of a couch,

and on the silken cushions of a bed.”
13 “Listen, and testify against the house

of Jacob,” says the Lord GOD, the God of
Armies.
14 “For in the day that I visit the transgres-

sions of Israel on him,
I will also visit the altars of Bethel;
and thehorns of the altarwill be cut off,
and fall to the ground.

15 I will strike the winter house with the
summer house;

and the houses of ivory will perish,
and the great houses will have an end,”

says the LORD.
* 2:8 TheHebrewword rendered “God” is “” (Elohim). † 2:13 “Behold”, from “”, means look at, take notice, observe,
see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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4
1Listen to this word, you cows of Bashan,

who are on the mountain of Samaria, who
oppress the poor, who crush the needy, who
tell their husbands, “Bring us drinks!”
2The Lord GOD has sworn by his holiness,

“Behold, the days shall come on you
that they will take you away with
hooks,

and the last of you with fish hooks.
3Youwill go out at the breaks in the wall,

everyone straight before her;
and you will cast yourselves into Har-
mon,” says the LORD.

4 “Go to Bethel, and sin;
to Gilgal, and sinmore.

Bring your sacrifices everymorning,
your tithes every three days,
5offera sacrificeof thanksgivingof that
which is leavened,

and proclaim free will offerings and
brag about them;

for this pleases you, you children of
Israel,” says the Lord GOD.

6 “I also have given you cleanness of teeth in
all your cities,

and lack of bread in every town;
yet you haven’t returned to me,” says
the LORD.

7 “I also have withheld the rain from you,
when there were yet three months to
the harvest;

and I caused it to rain on one city,
and caused it not to rain on another
city.

One field was rained on,
and the field where it didn’t rain with-
ered.

8 So two or three cities staggered to one city
to drink water,

and were not satisfied;
yet you haven’t returned to me,” says
the LORD.

9“I struckyouwithblight andmildewmany
times in your gardens and your vine-
yards,

and the swarming locusts have de-
voured your fig trees and your olive
trees;

yet you haven’t returned to me,” says
the LORD.

10“I sent plagues amongyou like I didEgypt.
I have slain your young men with the
sword,

and have carried away your horses.
I filled your nostrils with the stench of your

camp,
yet you haven’t returned to me,” says
the LORD.

11 “I have overthrown some of you,
aswhenGodoverthrewSodomandGo-
morrah,

and you were like a burning stick
plucked out of the fire;

yet you haven’t returned to me,” says
the LORD.

12 “Therefore I will do this to you, Israel;
because I will do this to you,
prepare to meet your God, Israel.

13For, behold, hewho forms themountains,
creates the wind, declares to man
what is his thought,

whomakes the morning darkness, and
treads on thehighplaces of the earth:

The LORD, the God of Armies, is his
name.”

5
1Listen to this word which I take up for a

lamentation over you, O house of Israel:
2 “The virgin of Israel has fallen;

She shall rise nomore.
She is cast down on her land;

there is no one to raise her up.”
3For the Lord GOD says:

“The city that went out a thousand shall
have a hundred left,

and that which went out one hundred
shall have ten left to the house of
Israel.”

4For the LORD says to the house of Israel:
“Seekme, and youwill live;
5but don’t seek Bethel,

nor enter into Gilgal,
and don’t pass to Beersheba;

for Gilgal shall surely go into captivity,
and Bethel shall come to nothing.

6 Seek the LORD, and youwill live,
lest hebreakout likefire in thehouse of
Joseph,

and it devour, and there be no one to
quench it in Bethel.

7Youwho turn justice to wormwood,
and cast down righteousness to the
earth!

8 Seek him who made the Pleiades and
Orion,

and turns the shadow of death into the
morning,

andmakes the day dark with night;
who calls for the waters of the sea,
and pours them out on the surface of
the earth, the LORD is his name,

9 who brings sudden destruction on the
strong,

so that destruction comes on the
fortress.

10They hate himwho reproves in the gate,
and they abhor himwho speaks blame-
lessly.

11 Therefore, because you trample on the
poor and take taxes from him of
wheat,
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you have built houses of cut stone, but
you will not dwell in them.

You have planted pleasant vineyards,
but you shall not drink their wine.

12For I know howmany are your offenses,
and how great are your sins—
you who afflict the just,
who take a bribe,
and who turn away the needy in the
courts.

13 Therefore a prudent person keeps silent
in such a time,

for it is an evil time.
14 Seek good, and not evil,

that youmay live;
and so the LORD, the God of Armies,
will be with you,

as you say.
15Hate evil, love good,

and establish justice in the courts.
It may be that the LORD, the God of
Armies, will be gracious to the rem-
nant of Joseph.”

16Therefore the LORD, theGodofArmies,
the Lord, says:
“Wailing will be in all the wide ways.

They will say in all the streets, ‘Alas!
Alas!’

They will call the farmer to mourning,
and those who are skillful in lamenta-
tion to wailing.

17 In all vineyards there will be wailing,
for I will pass through the middle of
you,” says the LORD.

18 “Woe to you who desire the day of the
LORD!

Why do you long for the day of the
LORD?

It is darkness,
and not light.

19As if a man fled from a lion,
and a bear met him;

or he went into the house and leaned his
hand on the wall,

and a snake bit him.
20Won’t the day of the LORD be darkness,

and not light?
Evenverydark, andnobrightness in it?

21 I hate, I despise your feasts,
and I can’t stand your solemn assem-
blies.

22 Yes, though you offer me your burnt of-
ferings andmeal offerings,

I will not accept them;
neitherwill I regard thepeaceofferings
of your fat animals.

23 Take away from me the noise of your
songs!

I will not listen to the music of your
harps.

24But let justice roll on like rivers,

and righteousness like a mighty
stream.

25 “Did you bring to me sacrifices and of-
ferings in the wilderness forty years, house
of Israel? 26 You also carried the tent of
your king and the shrine of your images,
the star of your god, which you made for
yourselves. 27 Therefore I will cause you
to go into captivity beyondDamascus,” says
theLORD,whosename is theGodofArmies.

6
1Woe to those who are at ease in Zion,
and to those who are secure on the
mountain of Samaria,

the notable men of the chief of the na-
tions,

to whom the house of Israel come!
2Go to Calneh, and see.

From there go to Hamath the great.
Then godown toGath of the Philistines.

Are they better than these kingdoms?
Is their border greater than your bor-
der?

3Alas for youwho put far away the evil day,
and cause the seat of violence to come
near,

4who lie on beds of ivory,
and stretch themselves on their
couches,

and eat the lambs out of the flock,
and the calves out of the middle of the
stall,

5who strum on the strings of a harp,
who invent for themselves instruments
of music, like David;

6who drink wine in bowls,
and anoint themselves with the best
oils,

but they are not grieved for the afflic-
tion of Joseph.

7 Therefore they will now go captive with
the first who go captive.

The feasting and lounging will end.
8 “The Lord GOD has sworn by himself,”

says the LORD, the God of Armies:
“I abhor the pride of Jacob,
and detest his fortresses.
Therefore I will deliver up the citywith
all that is in it.

9 It will happen that if ten men remain in
one house,

they will die.
10 “When a man’s relative carries him,

even he who burns him, to bring bodies
out of the house, and asks him who is in
the innermost parts of the house, ‘Is there
yet any with you?’ And he says, ‘No;’ then
he will say, ‘Hush! Indeed we must not
mention the LORD’s name.’
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11 “For, behold, the LORD commands, and
the great house will be smashed to
pieces,

and the little house into bits.
12Do horses run on the rocky crags?

Does one plow there with oxen?
But you have turned justice into poison,

and the fruit of righteousness into bit-
terness,

13youwhorejoice ina thingofnothing,who
say,

‘Haven’t we taken for ourselves horns
by our own strength?’

14 For, behold, I will raise up against you a
nation, house of Israel,”

says the LORD, the God of Armies;
“and they will afflict you from the en-
trance of Hamath to the brook of the
Arabah.”

7
1Thus the Lord GOD showedme: behold,

he formed locusts in the beginning of the
shooting up of the latter growth; and be-
hold, itwas the latter growthafter theking’s
harvest. 2 When they finished eating the
grass of the land, then I said, “Lord GOD,
forgive, I beg you! How could Jacob stand?
For he is small.”

3 The LORD relented concerning this. “It
shall not be,” says the LORD.

4Thus the Lord GOD showedme: behold,
the Lord GOD called for judgment by fire;
and it dried up the great deep, and would
havedevoured the land. 5Then I said, “Lord
GOD, stop, I beg you! How could Jacob
stand? For he is small.”

6 The LORD relented concerning this.
“This also shall not be,” says the Lord GOD.

7 Thus he showed me: behold, the Lord
stood beside a wall made by a plumb line,
with a plumb line in his hand. 8 The LORD
said to me, “Amos, what do you see?”
I said, “A plumb line.”
Then the Lord said, “Behold, I will set

a plumb line in the middle of my people
Israel. I will not again pass by them any
more. 9 The high places of Isaac will be
desolate, the sanctuaries of Israel will be
laid waste; and I will rise against the house
of Jeroboamwith the sword.”

10Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent
to Jeroboam king of Israel, saying, “Amos
has conspired against you in the middle of
the house of Israel. The land is not able
to bear all his words. 11 For Amos says,
‘Jeroboam will die by the sword, and Israel
shall surely be led away captive out of his
land.’ ”

12 Amaziah also said to Amos, “You seer,
go, flee away into the land of Judah, and
there eat bread, and prophesy there, 13 but
don’t prophesy again any more at Bethel;
for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a royal
house!”

14 Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I was
no prophet, neither was I a prophet’s son,
but I was a herdsman, and a farmer of
sycamore figs; 15 and the LORD took me
from following the flock, and the LORD said
to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’
16Now therefore listen to the LORD’s word:
‘You say, Don’t prophesy against Israel, and
don’t preach against the house of Isaac.’
17Therefore the LORD says: ‘Yourwife shall
be aprostitute in the city, andyour sons and
your daughters shall fall by the sword, and
your land shall be divided by line; and you
yourself shall die in a land that is unclean,
and Israel shall surely be led away captive
out of his land.’ ”

8
1Thus the Lord GOD showedme: behold,

a basket of summer fruit.
2He said, “Amos, what do you see?”
I said, “A basket of summer fruit.”
Then the LORD said to me,

“The end has come onmy people Israel.
I will not again pass by them anymore.

3 The songs of the temple will be wailing in
that day,” says the Lord GOD.

“The dead bodies will be many. In
every place they will throw them out
with silence.

4 Hear this, you who desire to swallow up
the needy,

and cause the poor of the land to fail,
5 saying, ‘When will the new moon be
gone, that wemay sell grain?

And the Sabbath, that we may market
wheat,

making the ephah* small, and the
shekel† large,

and dealing falsely with balances of
deceit;

6 that wemay buy the poor for silver,
and the needy for a pair of sandals,
and sell the sweepings with the
wheat?’ ”

7The LORDhas sworn by the pride of Jacob,
“Surely I will never forget any of their
works.

8Won’t the land tremble for this,
and everyonemourn who dwells in it?

Yes, it will rise up wholly like the River;
and it will be stirred up and sink again,
like the River of Egypt.

* 8:5 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel † 8:5 anormal shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces.
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9 It will happen in that day,” says the Lord
GOD,

“that I will cause the sun to go down at
noon,

and I will darken the earth in the clear
day.

10 I will turn your feasts into mourning,
and all your songs into lamentation;

and I will make you wear sackcloth on all
your bodies,

and baldness on every head.
I will make it like the mourning for an only

son,
and its end like a bitter day.

11 Behold, the days come,” says the Lord
GOD,

“that I will send a famine in the land,
not a famine of bread,
nor a thirst for water,
but of hearing the LORD’s words.

12They will wander from sea to sea,
and from the north even to the east;
theywill run back and forth to seek the
LORD’s word,

and will not find it.
13 In that day the beautiful virgins

and the youngmenwill faint for thirst.
14Those who swear by the sin of Samaria,

and say, ‘As your god, Dan, lives,’
and, ‘As the way of Beersheba lives,’
they will fall, and never rise up again.”

9
1 I saw the Lord standing beside the altar,

and he said, “Strike the tops of the pillars,
that the thresholds may shake. Break them
in pieces on the head of all of them. I will
kill the last of them with the sword. Not
one of themwill flee away. Not one of them
will escape. 2 Though they dig into Sheol,*
there my hand will take them; and though
they climb up to heaven, there I will bring
them down. 3Though they hide themselves
in the top of Carmel, I will search and take
them out from there; and though they be
hidden from my sight in the bottom of the
sea, there I will command the serpent, and
it will bite them. 4 Though they go into
captivity before their enemies, there I will
command the sword, and it will kill them. I
will setmyeyes on them for evil, andnot for
good. 5 For the Lord, the GOD† of Armies, is
he who touches the land and it melts, and
all who dwell in it will mourn; and it will
rise up wholly like the River, and will sink
again, like the River of Egypt. 6 It is he who
builds his rooms in the heavens, and has
founded his vault on the earth; hewho calls
for the waters of the sea, and pours them

out on the surface of the earth—the LORD
is his name. 7Are you not like the children
of the Ethiopians to me, children of Israel?”
says the LORD. “Haven’t I brought up Israel
out of the land of Egypt, and the Philistines
from Caphtor, and the Syrians from Kir?
8Behold, theeyesof theLordGODareon the
sinful kingdom, and Iwill destroy it fromoff
the surface of the earth, except that I will
not utterly destroy the house of Jacob,” says
the LORD. 9 “For behold, I will command,
and I will sift the house of Israel among all
the nations as grain is sifted in a sieve, yet
not the least kernel will fall on the earth.
10 All the sinners of my people will die by
the sword,who say, ‘Evilwon’t overtakenor
meet us.’ 11 In that day I will raise up the
tent of David who is fallen and close up its
breaches, and I will raise up its ruins, and
I will build it as in the days of old, 12 that
theymay possess the remnant of Edom and
all the nationswho are called bymyname,”
says the LORDwho does this.
13 “Behold, the days come,” says the LORD,

“that the plowman shall overtake the
reaper,

and the one treading grapes him who
sows seed;

and sweet wine will drip from the
mountains,

and flow from the hills.
14 I will bring my people Israel back from

captivity,
and they will rebuild the ruined cities,
and inhabit them;

and they will plant vineyards, and
drink wine from them.

They shall also make gardens,
and eat their fruit.

15 I will plant them on their land,
and they will no more be plucked up
out of their land which I have given
them,”

says the LORD your God.

* 9:2 Sheol is the place of the dead. † 9:5 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the
translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”, usually pronounced Yahweh).
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The Book of
Obadiah

1 The vision of Obadiah. This is what the
Lord* GOD† says about Edom. We have
heard news from the LORD, and an am-
bassador is sent among the nations, saying,
“Arise, and let’s rise up against her in battle.
2Behold,‡ I havemade you small among the
nations. You are greatly despised. 3 The
pride of your heart has deceived you, you
who dwell in the clefts of the rock, whose
habitation is high, who says in his heart,
‘Who will bring me down to the ground?’
4 Though you mount on high as the ea-
gle, and though your nest is set among the
stars, I will bring you down from there,”
says the LORD. 5 “If thieves came to you, if
robbers by night—oh, what disaster awaits
you—wouldn’t theyonly steal until theyhad
enough? If grape pickers came to you,
wouldn’t they leave some gleaning grapes?
6 How Esau will be ransacked! How his
hidden treasures are sought out! 7 All the
men of your alliance have brought you on
your way, even to the border. Themenwho
were at peace with you have deceived you,
and prevailed against you. Friends who eat
your bread lay a snare under you. There is
no understanding in him.”

8 “Won’t I in that day”, says the LORD,
“destroy the wise men out of Edom, and
understandingoutof themountainofEsau?
9 Your mighty men, Teman, will be dis-
mayed, to the end that everyonemay be cut
off from themountain of Esau by slaughter.
10 For the violence done to your brother
Jacob, shame will cover you, and you will
be cut off forever. 11 In the day that you
stood on the other side, in the day that
strangers carried away his substance and
foreigners entered into his gates and cast
lots for Jerusalem, even you were like one
of them. 12 But don’t look down on your
brother in the day of his disaster, and don’t
rejoice over the children of Judah in the day
of their destruction. Don’t speak proudly
in the day of distress. 13 Don’t enter into
the gate of my people in the day of their
calamity. Don’t look down on their af-
fliction in the day of their calamity, nei-
ther seize their wealth on the day of their
calamity. 14 Don’t stand in the crossroads
to cut off those of his who escape. Don’t
deliver up those of his who remain in the
day of distress. 15 For the day of the LORD

is near all the nations! As you have done,
it will be done to you. Your deeds will
return upon your own head. 16 For as you
have drunk on my holy mountain, so all
the nations will drink continually. Yes, they
will drink, swallow down, and will be as
though they had not been. 17 But in Mount
Zion, there will be those who escape, and it
will be holy. The house of Jacobwill possess
their possessions. 18The house of Jacobwill
be a fire, the house of Joseph a flame, and
the house of Esau for stubble. They will
burn among them and devour them. There
will not be any remaining to the house of
Esau.” Indeed, the LORD has spoken.

19 Those of the South will possess the
mountain of Esau, and those of the lowland,
the Philistines. They will possess the field
of Ephraim, and the field of Samaria. Ben-
jaminwill possess Gilead. 20The captives of
this army of the children of Israel, who are
among the Canaanites, will possess even to
Zarephath; and the captives of Jerusalem,
who are in Sepharad, will possess the cities
of the Negev. 21Saviors will go up onMount
Zion to judge the mountains of Esau, and
the kingdomwill be the LORD’s.

* 1:1 Theword translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” † 1:1 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is
the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”, usually pronounced Yahweh). ‡ 1:2 “Behold”, from “”, means look
at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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The Book of
Jonah

1 Now the LORD’s* word came to Jonah
the son of Amittai, saying, 2 “Arise, go to
Nineveh, that great city, and preach against
it, for their wickedness has come up before
me.”

3 But Jonah rose up to flee to Tarshish
from the presence of the LORD. He went
down to Joppa, and found a ship going to
Tarshish; sohepaid its fare, andwent down
into it, to go with them to Tarshish from the
presence of the LORD.

4 But the LORD sent out a great wind on
the sea, and there was a mighty storm on
the sea, so that the ship was likely to break
up. 5 Then the mariners were afraid, and
every man cried to his god. They threw the
cargo that was in the ship into the sea to
lighten the ship. But Jonah had gone down
into the innermost parts of the ship and he
was laying down, and was fast asleep. 6 So
the ship master came to him, and said to
him, “What do you mean, sleeper? Arise,
call on your God!† Maybe your God‡ will
notice us, so that we won’t perish.”

7They all said to each other, “Come! Let’s
cast lots, that we may know who is respon-
sible for this evil that is on us.” So they cast
lots, and the lot fell on Jonah. 8 Then they
asked him, “Tell us, please, for whose cause
this evil is on us. What is your occupation?
Where do you come from? What is your
country? Of what people are you?”

9He said to them, “I am a Hebrew, and I
fear the LORD, theGod§ of heaven, whohas
made the sea and the dry land.”

10Then themenwere exceedingly afraid,
and said to him, “What have you done?”
For the men knew that he was fleeing from
the presence of the LORD, because he had
told them. 11 Then they said to him, “What
shall we do to you, that the seamay be calm
to us?” For the sea grew more and more
stormy.

12 He said to them, “Take me up, and
throwme into the sea. Then the sea will be
calm for you; for I know that because of me
this great storm is on you.”

13 Nevertheless the men rowed hard to
get them back to the land; but they could
not, for the sea grewmore andmore stormy
against them. 14Therefore they cried to the
LORD, and said, “We beg you, LORD, we
beg you, don’t let us die for this man’s life,

and don’t lay on us innocent blood; for you,
LORD, have done as it pleased you.” 15 So
they took up Jonah and threw him into the
sea; and the sea ceased its raging. 16 Then
the men feared the LORD exceedingly; and
they offered a sacrifice to the LORD and
made vows.

17The LORDprepared a huge fish to swal-
low up Jonah, and Jonah was in the belly of
the fish three days and three nights.

2
1Then Jonahprayed to the LORD, his God,

out of the fish’s belly. 2He said,
“I called because of my affliction to the

LORD.
He answeredme.

Out of the belly of Sheol* I cried.
You heardmy voice.

3For you threwme into the depths,
in the heart of the seas.

The flood was all aroundme.
All yourwaves andyourbillowspassed
over me.

4 I said, ‘I have been banished from your
sight;

yet I will look again toward your holy
temple.’

5The waters surroundedme,
even to the soul.

The deep was aroundme.
The weeds were wrapped around my
head.

6 I went down to the bottoms of the moun-
tains.

The earth barredme in forever;
yet you have brought my life up from
the pit, LORDmy God.

7 “When my soul fainted within me, I re-
membered the LORD.

My prayer came in to you, into your
holy temple.

8Those who regard vain idols forsake their
ownmercy.

9 But I will sacrifice to you with the
voice of thanksgiving.

I will pay that which I have vowed.
Salvation belongs to the LORD.”

10Then the LORD spoke to the fish, and it
vomited out Jonah on the dry land.

3
1 The LORD’s word came to Jonah the

second time, saying, 2 “Arise, go to Nineveh,
that great city, and preach to it the message
that I give you.”

* 1:1 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”,
usually pronounced Yahweh). † 1:6 or, gods ‡ 1:6 or, gods § 1:9 The Hebrew word rendered “God” is “”
(Elohim). * 2:2 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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3 So Jonah arose, and went to Nineveh,
according to the LORD’s word. Now Nin-
eveh was an exceedingly great city, three
days’ journey across. 4 Jonah began to enter
into the city a day’s journey, and he cried
out, and said, “In fortydays, Ninevehwill be
overthrown!”

5 The people of Nineveh believed God;
and they proclaimed a fast and put on sack-
cloth, from their greatest even to their least.
6 The news reached the king of Nineveh,
and he arose from his throne, took off his
royal robe, covered himself with sackcloth,
and sat in ashes. 7Hemade a proclamation
and published through Nineveh by the de-
cree of the king and his nobles, saying, “Let
neither man nor animal, herd nor flock,
taste anything; let them not feed, nor drink
water; 8 but let them be covered with sack-
cloth, both man and animal, and let them
cry mightily to God. Yes, let them turn
everyone from his evil way and from the
violence that is in his hands. 9Who knows
whether God will not turn and relent, and
turn away from his fierce anger, so that we
might not perish?”

10 God saw their works, that they turned
from their evil way. God relented of the
disasterwhich he said hewould do to them,
and he didn’t do it.

4
1But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and

he was angry. 2 He prayed to the LORD,
and said, “Please, LORD, wasn’t this what I
said when I was still in my own country?
Therefore I hurried to flee to Tarshish, for
I knew that you are a gracious God and
merciful, slow to anger, and abundant in
loving kindness, and you relent of doing
harm. 3 Therefore now, LORD, take, I beg
you, my life from me, for it is better for me
to die than to live.”

4 The LORD said, “Is it right for you to be
angry?”

5 Then Jonah went out of the city and
sat on the east side of the city, and there
made himself a booth and sat under it in
the shade, until he might see what would
become of the city. 6 The LORD God pre-
pared a vine and made it to come up over
Jonah, that it might be a shade over his
head to deliver him fromhis discomfort. So
Jonah was exceedingly glad because of the
vine. 7 But God prepared a worm at dawn
the next day, and it chewed on the vine so
that it withered. 8When the sun arose, God
prepared a sultry east wind; and the sun
beat on Jonah’s head, so that he was faint
and requested for himself that hemight die.
He said, “It is better for me to die than to
live.”

9God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to
be angry about the vine?”
He said, “I am right to be angry, even to

death.”
10 The LORD said, “You have been con-

cerned for the vine, for which you have
not labored, neither made it grow; which
came up in a night and perished in a night.
11 Shouldn’t I be concerned for Nineveh,
that great city, in which are more than
onehundred twenty thousandpersonswho
can’t discern between their right hand and
their left hand, and also many animals?”
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The Book of
Micah

1 The LORD’s* word that came to Micah
of Morasheth in the days of Jotham, Ahaz,
andHezekiah, kings of Judah,whichhe saw
concerning Samaria and Jerusalem.
2Hear, you peoples, all of you!

Listen, O earth, and all that is therein.
Let the Lord† GOD be witness against you,

the Lord from his holy temple.
3 For behold,‡ the LORD comes out of his

place,
and will come down and tread on the
high places of the earth.

4Themountains melt under him,
and the valleys split apart like wax be-
fore the fire,

like waters that are poured down a
steep place.

5 “All this is for the disobedience of Jacob,
and for the sins of the house of Israel.

What is the disobedience of Jacob?
Isn’t it Samaria?

Andwhat are the high places of Judah?
Aren’t they Jerusalem?

6 Therefore I will make Samaria like a rub-
ble heap of the field,

like places for planting vineyards;
and I will pour down its stones into the

valley,
and I will uncover its foundations.

7All her idols will be beaten to pieces,
all her temple gifts will be burned with
fire,

and I will destroy all her images;
for of the hire of a prostitute has she gath-

ered them,
and to the hire of a prostitute shall they
return.”

8For this I will lament and wail.
I will go stripped and naked.
I will howl like the jackals
andmourn like the ostriches.

9For her wounds are incurable;
for it has come even to Judah.

It reaches to the gate of my people,
even to Jerusalem.

10Don’t tell it in Gath.
Don’t weep at all.
At BethOphrah§ I have rolledmyself in
the dust.

11 Pass on, inhabitant of Shaphir, in naked-
ness and shame.

The inhabitant of Zaanan won’t come
out.

The wailing of Beth Ezel will take from
you his protection.

12 For the inhabitant of Maroth waits anx-
iously for good,

because evil has come down from the
LORD to the gate of Jerusalem.

13 Harness the chariot to the swift steed,
inhabitant of Lachish.

She was the beginning of sin to the
daughter of Zion;

for the transgressions of Israel were
found in you.

14 Therefore you will give a parting gift to
Moresheth Gath.

The houses of Achzibwill be a deceitful
thing to the kings of Israel.

15 I will yet bring a conqueror to you, inhab-
itants of Mareshah.

The glory of Israel will come to Adul-
lam.

16 Shave your heads,
and cut off your hair for the children of
your delight.

Enlarge your baldness like the vulture,
for they have gone into captivity from
you!

2
1Woe to those who devise iniquity

and work evil on their beds!
When themorning is light, they practice it,

because it is in the power of their hand.
2They covet fields and seize them,

and houses, then take them away.
They oppress a man and his house,

even aman and his heritage.
3Therefore the LORD says:
“Behold, I amplanning against these people

a disaster,
from which you will not remove your
necks,

neither will you walk haughtily,
for it is an evil time.

4 In that day they will take up a parable
against you,

and lamentwith a doleful lamentation,
saying,

‘We are utterly ruined!
My people’s possession is divided up.
Indeed he takes it fromme and assigns
our fields to traitors!’ ”

5 Therefore you will have no one who di-
vides the land by lot in the LORD’s
assembly.

6 “Don’t prophesy!”—they prophesy—
* 1:1 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”,
usually pronounced Yahweh). † 1:2 Theword translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” ‡ 1:3 “Behold”, from “”, means look

at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection. § 1:10 Beth Ophrahmeans literally “House
of Dust.”



Micah 2:7 716 Micah 4:3

“Don’t prophesy about these things.
Disgrace won’t overtake us.”

7 Shall it be said, O house of Jacob,
“Is the LORD’s Spirit angry?
Are these his doings?
Don’t my words do good to him who
walks blamelessly?”

8 But lately my people have risen up as an
enemy.

You strip the robe and clothing from
those who pass by without a care,
returning from battle.

9 You drive the women of my people out
from their pleasant houses;

from their young children you take
awaymy blessing forever.

10Arise, and depart!
For this is not your resting place,
because of uncleanness that destroys,
even with a grievous destruction.

11 If a man walking in a spirit of falsehood
lies, saying,

“I will prophesy to you of wine and of
strong drink,”

he would be the prophet of this people.
12 I will surely assemble all of you, Jacob.

I will surely gather the remnant of Is-
rael.

I will put them together as the sheep of
Bozrah,

as a flock in themiddle of their pasture.
They will swarmwith people.

13 He who breaks open the way goes up
before them.

They break through the gate, and go
out.

Their king passes on before them,
with the LORD at their head.

3
1 I said,

“Please listen, you heads of Jacob,
and rulers of the house of Israel:
Isn’t it for you to know justice?

2Youwho hate the good,
and love the evil;
who tear off their skin,
and their flesh from off their bones;
3who also eat the flesh of my people,
and peel their skin from off them,
and break their bones,
and chop them in pieces, as for the pot,
and as meat within the cauldron.

4Then they will cry to the LORD,
but he will not answer them.

Yes, he will hide his face from them at that
time,

because theymade their deeds evil.”
5The LORD says concerning the prophets

who lead my people astray—for those who

feed their teeth, they proclaim, “Peace!”
and whoever doesn’t provide for their
mouths, they prepare war against him:
6 “Therefore night is over you, with no vi-

sion,
and it is dark to you, that you may not
divine;

and the sun will go down on the
prophets,

and the day will be black over them.
7The seers shall be disappointed,

and the diviners confounded.
Yes, they shall all cover their lips,

for there is no answer from God.”*
8 But as for me, I am full of power by the

LORD’s Spirit,
and of judgment, and of might,
to declare to Jacob his disobedience,
and to Israel his sin.

9Please listen to this, youheads of thehouse
of Jacob,

and rulers of the house of Israel,
who abhor justice,
and pervert all equity,
10who build up Zion with blood,
and Jerusalemwith iniquity.

11Her leaders judge for bribes,
and her priests teach for a price,
and her prophets of it tell fortunes for
money;

yet they lean on the LORD, and say,
“Isn’t the LORD among us?
No disaster will come on us.”

12 Therefore Zion for your sake will be
plowed like a field,

and Jerusalem will become heaps of
rubble,

and themountain of the temple like the
high places of a forest.

4
1But in the latter days,

it will happen that the mountain of the
LORD’s temple will be established on
the top of themountains,

and it will be exalted above the hills;
and peoples will stream to it.

2Many nations will go and say,
“Come! Let’s go up to the mountain of
the LORD,

and to the house of the God of Jacob;
and he will teach us of his ways,
and wewill walk in his paths.”

For the lawwill go out of Zion,
and the LORD’s word from Jerusalem;

3and he will judge betweenmany peoples,
and will decide concerning strong na-
tions afar off.

* 3:7 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is “” (Elohim).
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They will beat their swords into plow-
shares,

and their spears into pruning hooks.
Nationwill not lift up sword against nation,

neither will they learn war anymore.
4But every man will sit under his vine and

under his fig tree.
No one will make them afraid,
for the mouth of the LORD of Armies
has spoken. 5 Indeed all the nations
may walk in the name of their gods,

but we will walk in the name of the
LORD our God forever and ever.

6 “In that day,” says the LORD,
“I will assemble that which is lame,
and I will gather that which is driven
away,

and that which I have afflicted;
7and Iwillmake thatwhichwas lame a
remnant,

and that whichwas cast far off a strong
nation:

and the LORD will reign over them on
Mount Zion from then on, even for-
ever.”

8 You, tower of the flock, the hill of the
daughter of Zion,

to you it will come.
Yes, the former dominion will come,

the kingdom of the daughter of
Jerusalem.

9Nowwhy do you cry out aloud?
Is there no king in you?
Has your counselor perished,
that pains have taken hold of you as of
a woman in travail?

10Be in pain, and labor to give birth, daugh-
ter of Zion,

like a woman in travail;
for now youwill go out of the city,
and will dwell in the field,
and will come even to Babylon.

There you will be rescued.
There the LORD will redeem you from
the hand of your enemies.

11 Now many nations have assembled
against you, that say,

“Let her be defiled,
and let our eye gloat over Zion.”

12 But they don’t know the thoughts of the
LORD,

neither do they understand his coun-
sel;

for he has gathered them like the
sheaves to the threshing floor.

13Arise and thresh, daughter of Zion,
for I will make your horn iron,
and I will make your hoofs bronze.

You will beat in pieces many peoples.
I will devote their gain to the LORD,

and their substance to the Lord of the
whole earth.

5
1Now you shall gather yourself in troops,

daughter of troops.
He has laid siege against us.

They will strike the judge of Israel with
a rod on the cheek.

2But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
being small among the clans of Judah,
out of you onewill come out tomewho
is to be ruler in Israel;

whose goings out are from of old, from
ancient times.

3 Therefore he will abandon them until the
time that she who is in labor gives
birth.

Then the rest of his brotherswill return
to the children of Israel.

4He shall stand, and shall shepherd in the
strength of the LORD,

in themajesty of the name of the LORD
his God.

They will live, for then he will be great
to the ends of the earth.

5Hewill be ourpeacewhenAssyria invades
our land

and when he marches through our
fortresses,

then we will raise against him seven
shepherds,

and eight leaders of men.
6They will rule the land of Assyria with the

sword,
and the land of Nimrod in its gates.

He will deliver us from the Assyrian,
when he invades our land,
and when he marches within our bor-
der.

7The remnant of Jacobwill be amongmany
peoples

like dew from the LORD,
like showers on the grass,
that don’t wait for man
nor wait for the sons of men.

8 The remnant of Jacob will be among the
nations,

amongmany peoples,
like a lion among the animals of the
forest,

like a young lion among the flocks of
sheep;

who, if he goes through, treads down
and tears in pieces,

and there is no one to deliver.
9 Let your hand be lifted up above your

adversaries,
and let all of your enemies be cut off.

10 “It will happen in that day”, says the
LORD,
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“that I will cut off your horses from
among you

andwill destroy your chariots.
11 I will cut off the cities of your land

and will tear down all your
strongholds.

12 I will destroy witchcraft from your hand.
You shall have no soothsayers.

13 I will cut off your engraved images and
your pillars from among you;

and you shall no more worship the
work of your hands.

14 I will uproot your Asherah poles from
among you;

and I will destroy your cities.
15 I will execute vengeance in anger

and wrath on the nations that didn’t
listen.”

6
1Listen now to what the LORD says:

“Arise, plead your case before the moun-
tains,

and let the hills hear what you have to
say.

2 Hear, you mountains, the LORD’s indict-
ment,

and you enduring foundations of the
earth;

for the LORD has a case against his
people,

and he will contend with Israel.
3My people, what have I done to you?

How have I burdened you?
Answerme!

4 For I brought you up out of the land of
Egypt,

and redeemed you out of the house of
bondage.

I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and
Miriam.

5 My people, remember now what Balak
king of Moab devised,

and what Balaam the son of Beor an-
swered him from Shittim to Gilgal,

that youmayknowtherighteousacts of
the LORD.”

6How shall I come before the LORD,
and bow myself before the exalted
God?

Shall I come before him with burnt offer-
ings,

with calves a year old?
7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands

of rams?
With tens of thousands of rivers of oil?

Shall I give my firstborn for my disobedi-
ence?

The fruit of my body for the sin of my
soul?

8He has shown you, Oman, what is good.
Whatdoes theLORDrequireof you, but
to act justly,

to lovemercy, and towalk humblywith
your God?

9The LORD’s voice calls to the city—
andwisdom fears your name—

“Listen to the rod,
and he who appointed it.

10 Are there yet treasures of wickedness in
the house of the wicked,

and a short ephah* that is accursed?
11 Shall I tolerate dishonest scales,

and a bag of deceitful weights?
12Her richmen are full of violence,

her inhabitants speak lies,
and their tongue is deceitful in their
speech.

13 Therefore I also have struck you with a
grievous wound.

I have made you desolate because of
your sins.

14You shall eat, but not be satisfied.
Your hunger will be within you.
You will store up, but not save,
and that which you save I will give up
to the sword.

15Youwill sow, but won’t reap.
You will tread the olives, but won’t
anoint yourself with oil;

and crush grapes, but won’t drink the
wine.

16For the statutes of Omri are kept,
and all the works of Ahab’s house.
You walk in their counsels,
that I maymake you a ruin,
and your inhabitants a hissing.
You will bear the reproach of my peo-
ple.”

7
1Misery is mine!

Indeed, I am like one who gathers the
summer fruits, as gleanings of the
vineyard.

There is no cluster of grapes to eat.
My soul desires to eat the early fig.

2 The godly man has perished out of the
earth,

and there is no one upright among
men.

They all lie in wait for blood;
everymanhunts his brotherwith anet.

3Their hands are on that which is evil to do
it diligently.

* 6:10 An ephah is a measure of volume (about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel), and a short ephah is made smaller
than a full ephah for the purpose of cheating customers.
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The ruler and judge ask for a bribe.
Thepowerfulmandictates the evil desire of

his soul.
Thus they conspire together.

4The best of them is like a brier.
Themost upright is worse than a thorn
hedge.

The day of your watchmen,
even your visitation, has come;
now is the time of their confusion.

5Don’t trust in a neighbor.
Don’t put confidence in a friend.
With the woman lying in your em-
brace,

be careful of the words of yourmouth!
6For the son dishonors the father,

the daughter rises up against her
mother,

the daughter-in-law against her
mother-in-law;

aman’s enemies are themenofhis own
house.

7But as for me, I will look to the LORD.
I will wait for the God of my salvation.
My Godwill hear me.

8Don’t rejoice against me, my enemy.
When I fall, I will arise.
When I sit indarkness, theLORDwill be
a light to me.

9 I will bear the indignation of the LORD,
because I have sinned against him,
until he pleads my case and executes
judgment for me.

He will bringme out to the light.
I will see his righteousness.

10Thenmy enemywill see it,
and shame will cover her who said to
me,

“Where is the LORD your God?”
My eyes will see her.

Now she will be trodden down like the
mire of the streets.

11A day to build your walls!
In that day, he will extend your bound-
ary.

12 In that day they will come to you from
Assyria and the cities of Egypt,

and from Egypt even to the River,
and from sea to sea,
andmountain to mountain.

13 Yet the land will be desolate because of
those who dwell therein,

for the fruit of their doings.
14 Shepherd your people with your staff,

the flock of your heritage,
who dwell by themselves in a forest.

Let them feed in the middle of fertile pas-
ture land,

in Bashan and Gilead, as in the days of
old.

15 “As in the days of your coming out of the
land of Egypt,

I will show themmarvelous things.”
16Thenationswill see andbeashamedof all

their might.
Theywill lay theirhandon theirmouth.
Their ears will be deaf.

17They will lick the dust like a serpent.
Like crawling things of the earth, they
will come tremblingoutof theirdens.

They will come with fear to the LORD
our God,

and will be afraid because of you.
18Who is a God like you, who pardons iniq-

uity,
andpasses over thedisobedience of the
remnant of his heritage?

He doesn’t retain his anger forever,
because he delights in loving kindness.

19Hewill again have compassion on us.
He will tread our iniquities under foot.
You will cast all their sins into the
depths of the sea.

20Youwill give truth to Jacob,
andmercy to Abraham,
as you have sworn to our fathers from
the days of old.
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The Book of
Nahum

1 A revelation about Nineveh. The book
of the vision of Nahum the Elkoshite. 2 The
LORD* is a jealous God† and avenges. The
LORD avenges and is full of wrath. The
LORD takes vengeance on his adversaries,
and he maintains wrath against his ene-
mies. 3The LORD is slow to anger, and great
in power, and will by no means leave the
guilty unpunished. The LORD has his way
in the whirlwind and in the storm, and the
clouds are the dust of his feet. 4He rebukes
the sea and makes it dry, and dries up all
the rivers. Bashan and Carmel languish.
The flower of Lebanon languishes. 5 The
mountains quake before him, and the hills
melt away. The earth trembles at his pres-
ence, yes, the world, and all who dwell in
it. 6Who can stand before his indignation?
Whocanendure thefiercenessofhisanger?
His wrath is poured out like fire, and the
rocks are broken apart by him. 7The LORD
is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble;
and he knows those who take refuge in
him. 8 But with an overflowing flood, he
will make a full end of her place, and will
pursue his enemies into darkness. 9What
do you plot against the LORD?Hewill make
a full end. Affliction won’t rise up the
second time. 10 For entangled like thorns,
and drunken as with their drink, they are
consumed utterly like dry stubble. 11 One
has goneout of youwhodevises evil against
the LORD, who counsels wickedness.

12TheLORDsays: “Though theyare in full
strength and likewise many, even so they
will be cut down and pass away. Though I
have afflicted you, Iwill afflict younomore.
13 Now I will break his yoke from off you,
and will burst your bonds apart.”

14The LORD has commanded concerning
you: “No more descendants will bear your
name. Out of the house of your gods, I will
cut off the engraved image and the molten
image. I will make your grave, for you are
vile.”

15 Behold,‡ on the mountains the feet of
him who brings good news, who publishes
peace! Keep your feasts, Judah! Perform
your vows, for the wicked onewill nomore
pass through you. He is utterly cut off.

2
1 He who dashes in pieces has come up

against you. Keep the fortress! Watch the
way! Strengthen your waist! Fortify your
powermightily!

2 For the LORD restores the excellency
of Jacob as the excellency of Israel, for the
destroyershavedestroyed themandruined
their vine branches.

3 The shield of his mighty men is made
red. The valiant men are in scarlet. The
chariots flash with steel in the day of his
preparation, and the pine spears are bran-
dished. 4 The chariots rage in the streets.
They rush back and forth in the wide ways.
Their appearance is like torches. They run
like the lightnings. 5Hesummonshispicked
troops. They stumble on their way. They
dash to its wall, and the protective shield
is put in place. 6 The gates of the rivers
are opened, and the palace is dissolved.
7 It is decreed: she is uncovered, she is
carried away; and her servants moan as
with the voice of doves, beating on their
breasts. 8 But Nineveh has been from of
old like a pool of water, yet they flee away.
“Stop! Stop!” they cry, but no one looks
back. 9 Take the plunder of silver. Take
the plunder of gold, for there is no end of
treasure, an abundance of every precious
thing. 10 She is empty, void, and waste.
The heart melts, the knees knock together,
their bodies and faces have grown pale.
11 Where is the den of the lions, and the
feeding place of the young lions, where the
lion and the lioness walked with the lion’s
cubs, and no one made them afraid? 12The
lion tore in pieces enough for his cubs, and
strangled prey for his lionesses, and filled
his caves with the kill and his dens with
prey. 13 “Behold, I am against you,” says
the LORD of Armies, “and I will burn her
chariots in the smoke, and the sword will
devour your young lions; and I will cut off
your prey from the earth, and the voice of
yourmessengers will no longer be heard.”

3
1 Woe to the bloody city! It is all full

of lies and robbery—no end to the prey.
2 The noise of the whip, the noise of the
rattling of wheels, prancing horses, and
bounding chariots, 3 the horseman charg-
ing, and the flashing sword, the glittering
spear, and a multitude of slain, and a great
heap of corpses, and there is no end of
the bodies. They stumble on their bodies

* 1:2 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”,
usually pronounced Yahweh). † 1:2 The Hebrew word rendered “God” is “” (Elohim). ‡ 1:15 “Behold”, from “”,
means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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4 because of the multitude of the prostitu-
tion of the alluring prostitute, the mistress
of witchcraft, who sells nations through
her prostitution, and families through her
witchcraft. 5 “Behold, I am against you,”
says theLORDofArmies, “and Iwill lift your
skirtsoveryour face. Iwill showthenations
your nakedness, and the kingdoms your
shame. 6 I will throw abominable filth on
you and make you vile, and will make you
a spectacle. 7 It will happen that all those
who look at you will flee from you, and say,
‘Nineveh is laid waste! Who will mourn
for her?’ Where will I seek comforters for
you?”

8Areyoubetter thanNo-Amon,*whowas
situated among the rivers,† who had the
waters around her, whose rampart was the
sea, and her wall was of the sea? 9 Cush
andEgyptwereherboundless strength. Put
and Libya were her helpers. 10 Yet was she
carried away. She went into captivity. Her
young children also were dashed in pieces
at the head of all the streets, and they cast
lots for her honorable men, and all her
great men were bound in chains. 11 You
also will be drunken. You will be hidden.
You also will seek a stronghold because of
the enemy. 12 All your fortresses will be
like fig trees with the first-ripe figs. If they
are shaken, they fall into the mouth of the
eater. 13 Behold, your troops among you
are women. The gates of your land are set
wide open to your enemies. The fire has
devoured your bars.

14 Draw water for the siege. Strengthen
your fortresses. Go into the clay, and tread
the mortar. Make the brick kiln strong.
15There the firewill devour you. The sword
will cut you off. It will devour you like
the grasshopper. Multiply like grasshop-
pers. Multiply like the locust. 16 You have
increased your merchants more than the
stars of the skies. The grasshopper strips
and flees away. 17 Your guards are like the
locusts, and your officials like the swarms
of locusts,whichsettleon thewallsonacold
day, but when the sun appears, they flee
away, and their place is not known where
they are.

18 Your shepherds slumber, king of As-
syria. Your nobles lie down. Your people
are scatteredon themountains, and there is
noone togather them. 19There isnohealing
your wound, for your injury is fatal. All
who hear the report of you clap their hands
over you, for who hasn’t felt your endless
cruelty?

* 3:8 or, Thebes † 3:8 or, Nile
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The Book of
Habakkuk

1 The revelation which Habakkuk the
prophet saw. 2 LORD,* how long will I cry,
and you will not hear? I cry out to you
“Violence!” and will you not save? 3 Why
do you show me iniquity, and look at per-
versity? For destruction and violence are
before me. There is strife, and contention
rises up. 4 Therefore the law is paralyzed,
and justice never prevails; for the wicked
surround the righteous; therefore justice
comes out perverted.

5 “Look among the nations, watch, and
wonder marvelously; for I am working a
work in your days which you will not be-
lieve though it is told you. 6 For, behold,†
I am raising up the Chaldeans, that bit-
ter and hasty nation who march through
the width of the earth, to possess dwelling
places that are not theirs. 7They are feared
and dreaded. Their judgment and their
dignity proceed from themselves. 8 Their
horses also are swifter than leopards, and
are more fierce than the evening wolves.
Theirhorsemenpressproudlyon. Yes, their
horsemen come from afar. They fly as
an eagle that hurries to devour. 9 All of
them come for violence. Their hordes face
forward. They gather prisoners like sand.
10 Yes, they scoff at kings, and princes are
a derision to them. They laugh at every
stronghold, for they build up an earthen
ramp and take it. 11Then they sweep by like
the wind and go on. They are indeed guilty,
whose strength is their god.”

12Aren’t you from everlasting, LORD my
God,‡my Holy One? We will not die. LORD,
you have appointed them for judgment.
You, Rock, have established him to punish.
13Youwho have purer eyes than to see evil,
and who cannot look on perversity, why do
you tolerate those who deal treacherously
and keep silent when the wicked swallows
up the man who is more righteous than
he, 14 and make men like the fish of the
sea, like the creeping things that have no
ruler over them? 15He takes up all of them
with the hook. He catches them in his net
and gathers them in his dragnet. There-
fore he rejoices and is glad. 16 Therefore
he sacrifices to his net and burns incense
to his dragnet, because by them his life is
luxurious and his food is good. 17 Will he

therefore continually empty his net, and
kill the nations without mercy?

2
1 I will stand at my watch and set myself

on the ramparts, and will look out to see
what he will say to me, and what I will
answer concerningmy complaint.

2 The LORD answered me, “Write the vi-
sion, and make it plain on tablets, that he
who runs may read it. 3 For the vision
is yet for the appointed time, and it hur-
ries toward the end, and won’t prove false.
Though it takes time, wait for it, because it
will surely come. It won’t delay. 4 Behold,
his soul is puffed up. It is not upright in
him, but the righteous will live by his faith.
5 Yes, moreover, wine is treacherous: an
arrogant man who doesn’t stay at home,
who enlarges his desire as Sheol;* he is like
death and can’t be satisfied, but gathers to
himself all nations and heaps to himself all
peoples.

6Won’t all these take up a parable against
him, and a taunting proverb against him,
and say, ‘Woe to him who increases that
which is not his, and who enriches him-
self by extortion! How long?’ 7 Won’t
your debtors rise up suddenly, and wake
up those who make you tremble, and you
will be their victim? 8 Because you have
plundered many nations, all the remnant
of the peoples will plunder you because of
men’s blood, and for the violence done to
the land, to the city and to all who dwell in
it.

9Woe to himwho gets an evil gain for his
house, that hemay set his nest on high, that
he may be delivered from the hand of evil!
10Youhave devised shame to your house by
cutting off many peoples, and have sinned
against your soul. 11 For the stone will cry
out of the wall, and the beam out of the
woodwork will answer it.

12 Woe to him who builds a town with
blood, and establishes a city by iniquity!
13 Behold, isn’t it from the LORD of Armies
that the peoples labor for the fire, and the
nationsweary themselves for vanity? 14For
the earth will be filled with the knowledge
of the LORD’s glory, as the waters cover the
sea.

15 “Woe to him who gives his neighbor
drink, pouring your inflaming wine until
they are drunk, so that you may gaze at
their naked bodies! 16 You are filled with
shame, and not glory. You will also drink

* 1:2 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”,
usually pronounced Yahweh). † 1:6 “Behold”, from “”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often

used as an interjection. ‡ 1:12 The Hebrew word rendered “God” is “” (Elohim). * 2:5 Sheol is the place of the
dead.
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andbeexposed! Thecupof theLORD’s right
handwill come around to you, anddisgrace
will cover your glory. 17 For the violence
done to Lebanon will overwhelm you, and
the destruction of the animals will terrify
you, because of men’s blood and for the
violence done to the land, to every city and
to those who dwell in them.

18 “What value does the engraved image
have, that its maker has engraved it; the
molten image, even the teacher of lies, that
hewho fashions its formtrusts in it, tomake
mute idols? 19Woe to him who says to the
wood, ‘Awake!’ or to themute stone, ‘Arise!’
Shall this teach? Behold, it is overlaid with
gold and silver, and there is no breath at
all within it. 20 But the LORD is in his holy
temple. Let all the earth be silent before
him!”

3
1 A prayer of Habakkuk, the prophet, set

to victorious music.
2LORD, I have heard of your fame.

I stand in awe of your deeds, LORD.
Renewyourwork in themiddleof theyears.

In the middle of the years make it
known.

In wrath, you remembermercy.
3God came from Teman,

the Holy One fromMount Paran.
Selah.

His glory covered the heavens,
and his praise filled the earth.

4His splendor is like the sunrise.
Rays shine from his hand, where his
power is hidden.

5Plague went before him,
and pestilence followed his feet.

6He stood, and shook the earth.
He looked, and made the nations trem-
ble.

The ancient mountains were crum-
bled.

The age-old hills collapsed.
His ways are eternal.

7 I saw the tents of Cushan in affliction.
The dwellings of the land of Midian
trembled.

8Was the LORD displeased with the rivers?
Was your anger against the rivers,
or your wrath against the sea,
that you rode on your horses,
on your chariots of salvation?

9You uncovered your bow.
You called for your sworn arrows.

Selah.
You split the earth with rivers.
10Themountains saw you, andwere afraid.

The storm of waters passed by.

The deep roared and lifted up its hands
on high.

11The sun andmoon stood still in the sky
at the light of your arrows as theywent,
at the shining of your glittering spear.

12Youmarched through the land in wrath.
You threshed the nations in anger.

13 You went out for the salvation of your
people,

for the salvation of your anointed.
You crushed the head of the land ofwicked-

ness.
You stripped them head to foot.

Selah.
14 You pierced the heads of his warriors

with their own spears.
They came as a whirlwind to scatter
me,

gloating as if to devour thewretched in
secret.

15You trampled the sea with your horses,
churningmighty waters.

16 I heard, andmy body trembled.
My lips quivered at the voice.

Rottenness enters into my bones, and I
tremble inmy place

because I must wait quietly for the day
of trouble,

for the coming up of the people who
invade us.

17For even though the fig tree doesn’t flour-
ish,

nor fruit be in the vines,
the labor of the olive fails,
the fields yield no food,
the flocks are cut off from the fold,
and there is no herd in the stalls,

18yet I will rejoice in the LORD.
I will be joyful in the God of my salva-
tion!

19GOD, the Lord,* is my strength.
Hemakes my feet like deer’s feet,
and enables me to go in high places.

For the music director, on my stringed
instruments.

* 3:19 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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The Book of
Zephaniah

1TheLORD’s*wordwhichcame toZepha-
niah, the son of Cushi, the son of Gedaliah,
the son of Amariah, the son of Hezekiah, in
the days of Josiah, the son of Amon, king of
Judah.

2 I will utterly sweep away everything
from the surface of the earth, says the
LORD. 3 I will sweep awayman and animal.
I will sweep away the birds of the sky, the
fish of the sea, and the heaps of rubble
with the wicked. I will cut off man from
the surface of the earth, says the LORD. 4 I
will stretch out my hand against Judah and
against all the inhabitants of Jerusalem. I
will cut off the remnant of Baal from this
place—the name of the idolatrous and pa-
gan priests, 5 those who worship the army
of the sky on the housetops, thosewhowor-
ship and swear by the LORD and also swear
by Malcam, 6 those who have turned back
from following the LORD, and those who
haven’t sought the LORDnor inquired after
him.

7 Be silent at the presence of the Lord†
GOD, for the day of the LORD is at hand. For
the LORD has prepared a sacrifice. He has
consecrated his guests. 8 It will happen in
the day of the LORD’s sacrifice that I will
punish the princes, the king’s sons, and all
those who are clothed with foreign cloth-
ing. 9 In that day, I will punish all those
who leap over the threshold, who fill their
master’s house with violence and deceit.

10 In that day, says the LORD, there will
be the noise of a cry from the fish gate,
a wailing from the second quarter, and a
great crashing from the hills. 11 Wail, you
inhabitants of Maktesh, for all the people
of Canaan are undone! All those who were
loaded with silver are cut off. 12 It will hap-
penat that time, that Iwill search Jerusalem
with lamps, and I will punish the men who
are settled on their dregs, who say in their
heart, “The LORD will not do good, neither
will he do evil.” 13Theirwealthwill become
a plunder, and their houses a desolation.
Yes, they will build houses, but won’t in-
habit them. They will plant vineyards, but
won’t drink their wine.

14 The great day of the LORD is near. It
is near and hurries greatly, the voice of
the day of the LORD. The mighty man cries
therebitterly. 15Thatday is adayofwrath, a

day of distress and anguish, a day of trouble
and ruin, a day of darkness and gloom, a
day of clouds and blackness, 16 a day of
the trumpet and alarm against the fortified
cities and against the high battlements. 17 I
will bring such distress on men that they
will walk like blind men because they have
sinned against the LORD. Their blood will
be poured out like dust and their flesh like
dung. 18Neither their silver nor their gold
will be able to deliver them in the day of the
LORD’s wrath, but the whole land will be
devoured by the fire of his jealousy; for he
will make an end, yes, a terrible end, of all
those who dwell in the land.

2
1 Gather yourselves together, yes, gather

together, you nation that has no shame,
2 before the appointed time when the day
passes as the chaff, before the fierce anger
of the LORD comes on you, before the day
of the LORD’s anger comes on you. 3 Seek
the LORD, all you humble of the land, who
have kept his ordinances. Seek righteous-
ness. Seek humility. It may be that you will
be hidden in the day of the LORD’s anger.
4 For Gaza will be forsaken, and Ashkelon
a desolation. They will drive out Ashdod
at noonday, and Ekron will be rooted up.
5 Woe to the inhabitants of the sea coast,
the nation of the Cherethites! The LORD’s
word is against you, Canaan, the land of the
Philistines. I will destroy you until there
is no inhabitant. 6 The sea coast will be
pastures, with cottages for shepherds and
folds for flocks. 7 The coast will be for the
remnant of the house of Judah. They will
find pasture. In the houses of Ashkelon,
they will lie down in the evening, for the
LORD, their God,* will visit them and re-
store them. 8 I have heard the reproach of
Moab and the insults of the children of Am-
mon, with which they have reproached my
people and magnified themselves against
their border. 9 Therefore, as I live, says the
LORD of Armies, the God of Israel, surely
Moab will be as Sodom, and the children
of Ammon as Gomorrah, a possession of
nettles and salt pits, and a perpetual deso-
lation. The remnant ofmy peoplewill plun-
der them, and the survivors of my nation
will inherit them. 10 This they will have for
their pride, because they have reproached
and magnified themselves against the peo-
ple of the LORD of Armies. 11The LORDwill
be awesome to them, for he will famish all
the gods of the land. Menwill worship him,

* 1:1 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”,
usually pronounced Yahweh). † 1:7 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” * 2:7 The Hebrewword rendered
“God” is “” (Elohim).
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everyone fromhis place, even all the shores
of the nations.

12 You Cushites also, you will be killed by
my sword.

13 He will stretch out his hand against
the north, destroy Assyria, and will make
Nineveh a desolation, as dry as the wilder-
ness. 14Herdswill lie down in themiddle of
her, all kinds of animals. Both the pelican
and the porcupine will lodge in its capitals.
Their calls will echo through the windows.
Desolation will be in the thresholds, for he
has laid bare the cedar beams. 15This is the
joyous city that lived carelessly, that said in
her heart, “I am, and there is no one besides
me.” How she has become a desolation, a
place for animals to lie down in! Everyone
who passes by her will hiss and shake their
fists.

3
1 Woe to her who is rebellious and pol-

luted, the oppressing city! 2 She didn’t obey
thevoice. Shedidn’t receive correction. She
didn’t trust in the LORD. She didn’t draw
near to her God.

3Herprinceswithinherare roaring lions.
Her judges are evening wolves. They leave
nothing until the next day. 4Her prophets
are arrogant and treacherous people. Her
priests have profaned the sanctuary. They
have done violence to the law. 5 The LORD,
within her, is righteous. He will do no
wrong. Everymorning he brings his justice
to light. He doesn’t fail, but the unjust know
no shame.

6 I have cut off nations. Their battlements
are desolate. I have made their streets
waste, so that no one passes by. Their cities
are destroyed, so that there is no man, so
that there is no inhabitant. 7 I said, “Just
fear me. Receive correction,” so that her
dwelling won’t be cut off, according to all
that I have appointed concerning her. But
they rose early and corrupted all their do-
ings.

8 “Therefore wait for me”, says the LORD,
“until the day that I rise up to the prey, for
my determination is to gather the nations,
that I may assemble the kingdoms to pour
on themmy indignation, even all my fierce
anger, for all the earth will be devoured
with the fire of my jealousy.

9 For then I will purify the lips of the
peoples, that theymayall call on theLORD’s
name, to serve him shoulder to shoulder.
10 From beyond the rivers of Cush, my
worshipers, even the daughter of my dis-
persed people, will bring my offering. 11 In
that day you will not be disappointed for

all your doings in which you have trans-
gressedagainstme; for then Iwill takeaway
out from among you your proudly exulting
ones, and you will no more be arrogant in
myholymountain. 12But Iwill leaveamong
you an afflicted and poor people, and they
will take refuge in the LORD’s name. 13The
remnant of Israel will not do iniquity nor
speak lies, neither will a deceitful tongue
be found in their mouth, for they will feed
and lie down, and no one will make them
afraid.”

14 Sing, daughter of Zion! Shout, Israel!
Be glad and rejoice with all your heart,
daughter of Jerusalem. 15 The LORD has
takenawayyour judgments. Hehas thrown
out your enemy. The King of Israel, the
LORD, is among you. You will not be afraid
of evil anymore. 16 In that day, itwill be said
to Jerusalem, “Don’t be afraid, Zion. Don’t
let your hands be weak.” 17The LORD, your
God, is among you, a mighty one who will
save. He will rejoice over you with joy. He
will calm you in his love. He will rejoice
overyouwith singing. 18 Iwill remove those
who grieve about the appointed feasts from
you. They are a burden and a reproach to
you. 19Behold,* at that time I will deal with
all those who afflict you; and I will save
those who are lame and gather those who
were driven away. I will give them praise
and honor, whose shame has been in all the
earth. 20At that time Iwill bring you in, and
at that time I will gather you; for I will give
youhonor andpraise among all the peoples
of the earth when I restore your fortunes
before your eyes, says the LORD.

* 3:19 “Behold”, from “”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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The Book of
Haggai

1 In the second year of Darius the king,
in the sixth month, in the first day of the
month, the LORD’s* word came by Hag-
gai the prophet, to Zerubbabel the son of
Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua
the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, say-
ing, 2 “This iswhat the LORDofArmies says:
These people say, ‘The time hasn’t yet come,
the time for the LORD’s house to be built.’ ”

3 Then the LORD’s word came by Hag-
gai the prophet, saying, 4 “Is it a time for
you yourselves to dwell in your paneled
houses, while this house lies waste? 5Now
therefore this is what the LORD of Armies
says: ‘Consider your ways. 6You have sown
much, and bring in little. You eat, but you
don’t have enough. You drink, but you
aren’t filled with drink. You clothe your-
selves, but no one is warm; and he who
earns wages earns wages to put them into
a bag with holes in it.’

7 “This is what the LORD of Armies says:
‘Consider your ways. 8 Go up to the moun-
tain, bringwood, and build the house. I will
take pleasure in it, and I will be glorified,”
says the LORD. 9 “You looked formuch, and,
behold,† it came to little; and when you
brought it home, I blew it away. Why?” says
the LORD of Armies, “Because of my house
that lies waste, while each of you is busy
with his own house. 10 Therefore for your
sake the heavenswithhold the dew, and the
earth withholds its fruit. 11 I called for a
drought on the land, on the mountains, on
the grain, on the new wine, on the oil, on
that which the ground produces, on men,
on livestock, and on all the labor of the
hands.”

12 Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel
and Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high
priest, with all the remnant of the people,
obeyed the LORD theirGod’s‡ voice, and the
words of Haggai the prophet, as the LORD
their God had sent him; and the people
feared the LORD.

13 Then Haggai, the LORD’s messenger,
spoke the LORD’s message to the people,
saying, “I amwith you,” says the LORD.

14TheLORDstirredup the spirit of Zerub-
babel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Ju-
dah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of
Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit
of all the remnant of the people; and they

came andworked on the house of the LORD
of Armies, their God, 15 in the twenty-fourth
day of the month, in the sixth month, in the
second year of Darius the king.

2
1 In the seventhmonth, in the twenty-first

day of themonth, the LORD’sword came by
Haggai the prophet, saying, 2 “Speak now to
Zerubbabel the sonof Shealtiel, governorof
Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak,
the high priest, and to the remnant of the
people, saying, 3 ‘Whois left amongyouwho
saw this house in its former glory? How
do you see it now? Isn’t it in your eyes as
nothing? 4 Yet now be strong, Zerubbabel,’
says the LORD. ‘Be strong, Joshua son of
Jehozadak, the high priest. Be strong, all
you people of the land,’ says the LORD, ‘and
work, for I am with you,’ says the LORD of
Armies. 5This is theword that I covenanted
with you when you came out of Egypt, and
mySpirit lived amongyou. ‘Don’t be afraid.’
6 For this is what the LORD of Armies says:
‘Yet once more, it is a little while, and I will
shake the heavens, the earth, the sea, and
the dry land; 7 and I will shake all nations.
The treasure of all nations will come, and I
will fill this housewith glory, says the LORD
of Armies. 8The silver is mine, and the gold
is mine,’ says the LORD of Armies. 9 ‘The
latter glory of this house will be greater
than the former,’ says the LORD of Armies;
‘and in this place I will give peace,’ says the
LORD of Armies.”

10 In the twenty-fourth day of the ninth
month, in the second year of Darius, the
LORD’s word came by Haggai the prophet,
saying, 11 “The LORD of Armies says: Ask
now the priests concerning the law, saying,
12 ‘If someone carries holy meat in the fold
of his garment, and with his fold touches
bread, stew, wine, oil, or any food, will it
become holy?’ ”
The priests answered, “No.”
13 Then Haggai said, “If one who is un-

clean by reason of a dead body touches any
of these, will it be unclean?”
The priests answered, “It will be un-

clean.”
14ThenHaggai answered, “ ‘So is this peo-

ple, and so is this nation before me,’ says
the LORD; ‘and so is every work of their
hands. That which they offer there is un-
clean. 15Now, please consider from this day
and backward, before a stone was laid on
a stone in the LORD’s temple. 16 Through
all that time, when one came to a heap

* 1:1 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”,
usually pronounced Yahweh). † 1:9 “Behold”, from “”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often
used as an interjection. ‡ 1:12 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is “” (Elohim).
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of twenty measures, there were only ten.
When one came to thewine vat to draw out
fifty, there were only twenty. 17 I struck you
with blight, mildew, and hail in all thework
of your hands; yet you didn’t turn to me,’
says the LORD. 18 ‘Consider, please, from
this day and backward, from the twenty-
fourth day of theninthmonth, since the day
that the foundation of the LORD’s temple
was laid, consider it. 19 Is the seed yet in
the barn? Yes, the vine, the fig tree, the
pomegranate, and the olive tree haven’t
produced. From today I will bless you.’ ”

20The LORD’sword came the second time
to Haggai in the twenty-fourth day of the
month, saying, 21 “Speak to Zerubbabel,
governor of Judah, saying, ‘I will shake the
heavens and the earth. 22 I will overthrow
the throne of kingdoms. I will destroy the
strength of the kingdoms of the nations. I
will overthrow the chariots and those who
ride in them. The horses and their riders
will come down, everyone by the sword of
his brother. 23 In that day, says the LORD
of Armies, I will take you, Zerubbabel my
servant, the sonof Shealtiel,’ says the LORD,
‘and will make you like a signet ring, for I
havechosenyou,’ says theLORDofArmies.”
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The Book of
Zechariah

1 In the eighth month, in the second year
of Darius, the LORD’s* word came to the
prophetZechariah the sonofBerechiah, the
son of Iddo, saying, 2 “The LORD was very
displeased with your fathers. 3 Therefore
tell them, the LORD of Armies says: ‘Return
to me,’ says the LORD of Armies, ‘and I will
return to you,’ says the LORD of Armies.
4Don’t yoube likeyour fathers, towhomthe
former prophets proclaimed, saying: The
LORD of Armies says, ‘Return now from
your evil ways and from your evil doings;’
but they didn’t hear nor listen to me, says
the LORD. 5 Your fathers, where are they?
And the prophets, do they live forever?
6 But my words and my decrees, which
I commanded my servants the prophets,
didn’t they overtake your fathers?

“Then they repented and said, ‘Just as the
LORD of Armies determined to do to us,
according to ourways and according to our
practices, so he has dealt with us.’ ”

7Onthe twenty-fourthdayof theeleventh
month, which is the month Shebat, in the
second year of Darius, the LORD’s word
came to the prophet Zechariah the son of
Berechiah, the son of Iddo, saying, 8 “I had
a vision in the night, and behold,† a man
riding on a red horse, and he stood among
the myrtle trees that were in a ravine; and
behind him there were red, brown, and
white horses. 9Then I asked, ‘My lord, what
are these?’ ”
The angel who talkedwithme said tome,

“I will show youwhat these are.”
10 The man who stood among the myr-

tle trees answered, “They are the ones the
LORDhas sent to go back and forth through
the earth.”

11They reported to the LORD’s angel who
stood among themyrtle trees, and said, “We
have walked back and forth through the
earth, andbehold, all the earth is at rest and
in peace.”

12 Then the LORD’s angel replied, “O
LORDofArmies, how longwill younothave
mercy on Jerusalem and on the cities of
Judah, againstwhich youhavehad indigna-
tion these seventy years?”

13 The LORD answered the angel who
talked with me with kind and comforting
words. 14 So the angel who talked with me
said to me, “Proclaim, saying, ‘The LORD of

Armies says: “I am jealous for Jerusalem
and for Zion with a great jealousy. 15 I am
very angrywith thenations that are at ease;
for I was but a little displeased, but they
added to the calamity.” 16 Therefore the
LORD says: “I have returned to Jerusalem
with mercy. My house shall be built in it,”
says the LORD of Armies, “and a line shall
be stretched out over Jerusalem.” ’

17 “Proclaim further, saying, ‘The LORD
of Armies says: “My cities will again over-
flow with prosperity, and the LORD will
again comfort Zion, and will again choose
Jerusalem.” ’ ”

18 I lifted upmyeyes and saw, andbehold,
four horns. 19 I asked the angel who talked
withme, “What are these?”
He answered me, “These are the horns

which have scattered Judah, Israel, and
Jerusalem.”

20 The LORD showed me four craftsmen.
21 Then I asked, “What are these coming to
do?”
He said, “These are the horns which scat-

tered Judah, so that no man lifted up his
head; but these have come to terrify them,
to cast down the horns of the nations that
lifted up their horn against the land of Ju-
dah to scatter it.”

2
1 I lifted upmy eyes, and saw, and behold,

a man with a measuring line in his hand.
2Then I asked, “Where are you going?”
He said to me, “To measure Jerusalem, to

see what is its width andwhat is its length.”
3 Behold, the angel who talked with me

went out, and another angel went out to
meet him, 4 and said to him, “Run, speak to
this young man, saying, ‘Jerusalem will be
inhabitedasvillageswithoutwalls, because
of the multitude of men and livestock in it.
5 For I,’ says the LORD, ‘will be to her a wall
of fire around it, and I will be the glory in
themiddle of her.

6 Come! Come! Flee from the land of the
north,’ says the LORD; ‘for I have spread
you abroad as the four winds of the sky,’
says the LORD. 7 ‘Come, Zion! Escape, you
who dwell with the daughter of Babylon.’
8For theLORDofArmies says: ‘Forhonorhe
has sentme to the nationswhich plundered
you; for he who touches you touches the
apple of his eye. 9 For, behold, I will shake
my hand over them, and they will be a
plunder to thosewho served them; and you
will know that the LORD of Armies has sent
me. 10 Sing and rejoice, daughter of Zion!
For behold, I come and I will dwell within

* 1:1 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”,
usually pronounced Yahweh). † 1:8 “Behold”, from “”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often
used as an interjection.
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you,’ says the LORD. 11Many nations shall
join themselves to theLORD in that day, and
shall be my people; and I will dwell among
you, and you shall know that the LORD of
Armies has sent me to you. 12 The LORD
will inherit Judah as his portion in the holy
land, andwill again choose Jerusalem. 13Be
silent, all flesh, before the LORD; for he has
roused himself from his holy habitation!”

3
1 He showed me Joshua the high priest

standing before the LORD’s angel, and Sa-
tan standing at his right hand to be his
adversary. 2 The LORD said to Satan, “The
LORD rebuke you, Satan! Yes, the LORD
who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you!
Isn’t this a burning stick plucked out of the
fire?”

3Now Joshua was clothed with filthy gar-
ments, and was standing before the angel.
4Heansweredandspoke to thosewhostood
before him, saying, “Take the filthy gar-
ments off him.” To him he said, “Behold, I
have caused your iniquity to pass fromyou,
and I will clothe you with rich clothing.”

5 I said, “Let themset a clean turbanonhis
head.”
So they set a clean turban on his head,

and clothed him; and the LORD’s angel was
standing by.

6 The LORD’s angel solemnly assured
Joshua, saying, 7 “The LORD of Armies says:
‘If you will walk in my ways, and if you
will follow my instructions, then you also
shall judge my house, and shall also keep
my courts, and I will give you a place of
access among these who stand by. 8 Hear
now, Joshua the high priest, you and your
fellowswho sit before you, for they aremen
who are a sign; for, behold, I will bring out
my servant, the Branch. 9 For, behold, the
stone that I have set before Joshua: on one
stone are seven eyes; behold, I will engrave
its inscription,’ says the LORD of Armies,
‘and I will remove the iniquity of that land
in one day. 10 In that day,’ says the LORD
of Armies, ‘you will invite every man his
neighbor under the vine and under the fig
tree.’ ”

4
1 The angel who talked with me came

again and wakened me, as a man who is
wakened out of his sleep. 2He said to me,
“What do you see?”
I said, “I have seen, and behold, a lamp

stand all of gold, with its bowl on the top of
it, and its seven lamps on it; there are seven
pipes to each of the lamps which are on the

top of it; 3 and two olive trees by it, one on
the right side of the bowl, and the other on
the left side of it.”

4 I answered and spoke to the angel who
talkedwithme, saying, “What are these,my
lord?”

5 Then the angel who talked with me an-
swered me, “Don’t you know what these
are?”
I said, “No, my lord.”
6Then he answered and spoke tome, say-

ing, “This is theLORD’sword to Zerubbabel,
saying, ‘Not by might, nor by power, but by
my Spirit,’ says the LORD of Armies. 7Who
are you, great mountain? Before Zerubba-
bel you are a plain; and he will bring out
the capstonewith shouts of ‘Grace, grace, to
it!’ ”

8Moreover the LORD’s word came to me,
saying, 9 “The hands of Zerubbabel have
laid the foundation of this house. His
hands shall also finish it; and youwill know
that the LORD of Armies has sent me to
you. 10 Indeed, who despises the day of
small things? For these seven shall re-
joice, and shall see the plumb line in the
hand of Zerubbabel. These are the LORD’s
eyes, which run back and forth through the
whole earth.”

11Then I asked him, “What are these two
olive trees on the right side of the lamp
stand and on the left side of it?”

12 I asked him the second time, “What are
these two olive branches, which are beside
the two golden spouts that pour the golden
oil out of themselves?”

13 He answered me, “Don’t you know
what these are?”
I said, “No, my lord.”
14 Then he said, “These are the two

anointedoneswhostandby theLord*of the
whole earth.”

5
1 Then again I lifted up my eyes and saw,

and behold, a flying scroll. 2He said to me,
“What do you see?”
I answered, “I see aflying scroll; its length

is twenty cubits,* and its width ten cubits.”
3 Then he said to me, “This is the curse

that goes out over the surface of the whole
land, for everyone who steals shall be cut
off according to it on the one side; and
everyone who swears falsely shall be cut
off according to it on the other side. 4 I
will cause it to go out,” says the LORD of
Armies, “and it will enter into the house of
the thief, and into the house of him who

* 4:14 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” * 5:2 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the
elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46 centimeters.
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swears falsely by my name; and it will re-
main in the middle of his house, and will
destroy it with its timber and its stones.”

5Then theangelwho talkedwithmecame
forward and said to me, “Lift up now your
eyes and see what this is that is appearing.”

6 I said, “What is it?”
He said, “This is the ephah† basket that

is appearing.” He said moreover, “This is
their appearance in all the land— 7 and be-
hold, a lead cover weighing one talent‡was
lifted up—and there was awoman sitting in
themiddle of the ephah§ basket.” 8He said,
“This is Wickedness;” and he threw her
down into the middle of the ephah basket;
and he threw the lead weight on its mouth.

9 Then I lifted up my eyes and saw, and
behold, there were two women; and the
wind was in their wings. Now they had
wings like the wings of a stork, and they
lifted up the ephah basket between earth
and the sky. 10 Then I said to the angel who
talked with me, “Where are these carrying
the ephah basket?”

11He said to me, “To build her a house in
the land of Shinar. When it is prepared, she
will be set there in her own place.”

6
1 Again I lifted up my eyes, and saw, and

behold, four chariots came out from be-
tween two mountains; and the mountains
were mountains of bronze. 2 In the first
chariotwere redhorses. In the secondchar-
iot were black horses. 3 In the third chariot
were white horses. In the fourth chariot
were dappled horses, all of them powerful.
4Then Iasked theangelwho talkedwithme,
“What are these, my lord?”

5 The angel answered me, “These are the
four winds of the sky, which go out from
standing before the Lord of all the earth.
6 The one with the black horses goes out
toward the north country; and the white
went out after them; and the dappled went
out toward the south country.” 7The strong
went out, and sought to go that they might
walk back and forth through the earth. He
said, “Go around and through the earth!”
So they walked back and forth through the
earth.

8 Then he called to me, and spoke to me,
saying, “Behold, those who go toward the
north country have quietedmy spirit in the
north country.”

9 The LORD’s word came to me, saying,
10 “Take of them of the captivity, even of
Heldai, of Tobijah, andof Jedaiah; andcome

the same day, and go into the house of
Josiah the son of Zephaniah, where they
have come from Babylon. 11Yes, take silver
and gold, and make crowns, and set them
on the head of Joshua the son of Jehozadak,
the high priest; 12 and speak to him, saying,
‘TheLORDofArmies says, “Behold, theman
whose name is the Branch! He will grow
up out of his place; and he will build the
LORD’s temple. 13He will build the LORD’s
temple. He will bear the glory, and will sit
and rule on his throne. He will be a priest
on his throne. The counsel of peace will be
between them both. 14 The crowns shall be
to Helem, to Tobijah, to Jedaiah, and to Hen
the son of Zephaniah, for amemorial in the
LORD’s temple.

15 Those who are far off shall come and
build in the LORD’s temple; and you shall
know that the LORD of Armies has sent me
to you. This will happen, if you will dili-
gently obey the LORDyourGod’s voice.” ’ ”*

7
1 In the fourth year of King Darius, the

LORD’s word came to Zechariah in the
fourth day of the ninth month, the month
of Chislev. 2 The people of Bethel sent
Sharezer and RegemMelech and their men
to entreat the LORD’s favor, 3 and to speak
to the priests of the house of the LORD of
Armies and to theprophets, saying, “Should
Iweep in thefifthmonth, separatingmyself,
as I have done these somany years?”

4 Then the word of the LORD of Armies
came to me, saying, 5 “Speak to all the peo-
ple of the land and to the priests, saying,
‘When you fasted and mourned in the fifth
and in the seventhmonth for these seventy
years, did you at all fast tome, really tome?
6When you eat and when you drink, don’t
you eat for yourselves and drink for your-
selves? 7 Aren’t these the words which the
LORD proclaimed by the former prophets
when Jerusalemwas inhabited and in pros-
perity, and its cities around her, and the
South and the lowland were inhabited?’ ”

8 The LORD’s word came to Zechariah,
saying, 9 “Thus has the LORD of Armies spo-
ken, saying, ‘Execute true judgment, and
show kindness and compassion every man
to his brother. 10 Don’t oppress the widow,
the fatherless, the foreigner, nor the poor;
and let none of you devise evil against his
brother inyourheart.’ 11But they refused to
listen, and turned their backs, and stopped
their ears, that they might not hear. 12 Yes,
they made their hearts as hard as flint, lest

† 5:6 An ephah is a measure of volume of about 22 liters, 5.8 U. S. gallons, or about 2/3 of a bushel. ‡ 5:7 A talent

is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds. § 5:7 1 ephah is about 22 liters or about 2/3 of a bushel * 6:15 The Hebrew
word rendered “God” is “” (Elohim).
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they might hear the law and the words
which the LORD of Armies had sent by his
Spirit by the former prophets. Therefore
greatwrath came from theLORDofArmies.
13 It has come to pass that, as he called and
they refused to listen, so they will call and
I will not listen,” said the LORD of Armies;
14 “but I will scatter themwith a whirlwind
among all the nations which they have not
known. Thus the land was desolate after
them, so that no man passed through nor
returned; for they made the pleasant land
desolate.”

8
1 The word of the LORD of Armies came

to me. 2 The LORD of Armies says: “I am
jealous for Zion with great jealousy, and I
am jealous for her with great wrath.”

3TheLORDsays: “I have returned toZion,
and will dwell in the middle of Jerusalem.
Jerusalem shall be called ‘TheCity of Truth;’
and the mountain of the LORD of Armies,
‘The Holy Mountain.’ ”

4The LORD of Armies says: “Oldmen and
old women will again dwell in the streets
of Jerusalem, every man with his staff in
his hand because of their old age. 5 The
streets of the city will be full of boys and
girls playing in its streets.”

6 The LORD of Armies says: “If it is mar-
velous in the eyes of the remnant of this
people in those days, should it also be mar-
velous in my eyes?” says the LORD of
Armies.

7The LORDof Armies says: “Behold, Iwill
save my people from the east country and
from the west country. 8 I will bring them,
and they will dwell within Jerusalem. They
will bemypeople, and Iwill be their God, in
truth and in righteousness.”

9 The LORD of Armies says: “Let your
handsbe strong, youwhohear in thesedays
thesewords fromthemouthof theprophets
who were in the day that the foundation of
the house of the LORD of Armies was laid,
even the temple, that itmightbebuilt. 10For
before those days there was no wages for
man nor any wages for an animal, neither
was there any peace to him who went out
or came in, because of the adversary. For I
set all men everyone against his neighbor.
11 But now I will not be to the remnant
of this people as in the former days,” says
the LORD of Armies. 12 “For the seed of
peace and the vine will yield its fruit, and
the ground will give its increase, and the
heavenswill give their dew. I will cause the
remnant of this people to inherit all these
things. 13 It shall come to pass that, as you
were a curse among the nations, house of
Judah andhouse of Israel, so Iwill save you,

and you shall be a blessing. Don’t be afraid.
Let your hands be strong.”

14 For the LORD of Armies says: “As I
thought to do evil to youwhen your fathers
provoked me to wrath,” says the LORD of
Armies, “and I didn’t repent, 15 so again I
have thought in these days to do good to
Jerusalem and to the house of Judah. Don’t
be afraid. 16 These are the things that you
shall do: speak every man the truth with
his neighbor. Execute the judgment of truth
and peace in your gates, 17 and let none of
you devise evil in your hearts against his
neighbor, and love no false oath; for all
these are things that I hate,” says the LORD.

18 The word of the LORD of Armies came
to me. 19 The LORD of Armies says: “The
fasts of the fourth, fifth, seventh, and tenth
months shall be for the house of Judah joy,
gladness, and cheerful feasts. Therefore
love truth and peace.”

20 The LORD of Armies says: “Many peo-
ples and the inhabitants of many cities will
yet come. 21 The inhabitants of one will
go to another, saying, ‘Let’s go speedily to
entreat the favor of the LORD, and to seek
the LORD of Armies. I will go also.’ 22 Yes,
many peoples and strong nationswill come
to seek the LORD of Armies in Jerusalem
and to entreat the favor of the LORD.” 23The
LORD of Armies says: “In those days, ten
men out of all the languages of the nations
will take hold of the skirt of him who is a
Jew, saying, ‘We will go with you, for we
have heard that God is with you.’ ”

9
1A revelation.

The LORD’s word is against the land of
Hadrach,

and will rest upon Damascus—
for the eye of man

and of all the tribes of Israel is toward
the LORD—

2and Hamath, also, which borders on it,
Tyre and Sidon, because they are very
wise.

3Tyre built herself a stronghold,
and heaped up silver like the dust,
andfinegold like themireof the streets.

4Behold, the Lord will dispossess her,
and he will strike her power in the sea;
and she will be devoured with fire.

5Ashkelon will see it, and fear;
Gaza also, and will writhe in agony;
as will Ekron, for her expectation will
be disappointed;

and the king will perish from Gaza,
and Ashkelon will not be inhabited.

6Foreigners will dwell in Ashdod,
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and I will cut off the pride of the
Philistines.

7 Iwill take awayhis blood out of hismouth,
and his abominations from between
his teeth;

and he also will be a remnant for our God;
and he will be as a chieftain in Judah,
and Ekron as a Jebusite.

8 Iwill encamparoundmyhouseagainst the
army,

that no one pass through or return;
and no oppressor will pass through
them anymore:

for now I have seen withmy eyes.

9Rejoice greatly, daughter of Zion!
Shout, daughter of Jerusalem!

Behold, your King comes to you!
He is righteous, and having salvation;
lowly, and riding on a donkey,
even on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

10 I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the horse from Jerusalem.

The battle bowwill be cut off;
and he will speak peace to the nations.

His dominion will be from sea to sea,
and from the River to the ends of the
earth.

11As for you also,
because of the blood of your covenant,
I have set free your prisoners from the
pit in which is no water.

12 Turn to the stronghold, you prisoners of
hope!

Even today I declare that I will restore
double to you.

13For indeed I bend Judah as a bow for me.
I have loaded the bowwith Ephraim.

I will stir up your sons, Zion,
against your sons, Greece,
and will make you like the sword of a
mighty man.

14The LORDwill be seen over them.
His arrowwill flash like lightning.

The Lord GODwill blow the trumpet,
and will go with whirlwinds of the
south.

15The LORD of Armies will defend them.
They will destroy and overcome with
sling stones.

They will drink, and roar as through wine.
They will be filled like bowls,
like the corners of the altar.

16TheLORD theirGodwill save them in that
day as the flock of his people;

for they are like the jewels of a crown,
lifted on high over his land.

17For how great is his goodness,
and how great is his beauty!

Grain will make the youngmen flourish,
and newwine the virgins.

10
1Ask of the LORD rain in the spring time,

the LORDwhomakes storm clouds,
and he gives rain showers to everyone
for the plants in the field.

2For the teraphim* have spoken vanity,
and the diviners have seen a lie;
and they have told false dreams.

They comfort in vain.
Therefore they go their way like sheep.
Theyareoppressed, because there isno
shepherd.

3Myanger is kindledagainst the shepherds,
and I will punish themale goats,
for the LORD of Armies has visited his
flock, the house of Judah,

and will make them as his majestic
horse in the battle.

4From himwill come the cornerstone,
from him the tent peg,
from him the battle bow,
from him every ruler together.
5They will be as mighty men,
treading down muddy streets in the
battle.

They will fight, because the LORD is with
them.

The riders on horses will be con-
founded.

6 “I will strengthen the house of Judah,
and I will save the house of Joseph.

I will bring them back,
for I havemercy on them.

They will be as though I had not cast them
off,

for I am the LORD their God, and I will
hear them.

7Ephraimwill be like amighty man,
and their heart will rejoice as through
wine.

Yes, their children will see it and rejoice.
Their heart will be glad in the LORD.

8 I will signal for them and gather them,
for I have redeemed them.
They will increase as they were before.

9 I will sow them among the peoples.
They will remember me in far coun-
tries.

They will live with their children and
will return.

10 Iwill bring themagainalsoout of the land
of Egypt,

and gather them out of Assyria.

* 10:2 teraphimwerehousehold idols thatmayhavebeenassociatedwith inheritance rights to thehouseholdproperty.
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I will bring them into the land of Gilead and
Lebanon;

and there won’t be room enough for
them.

11Hewill pass through the sea of affliction,
and will strike the waves in the sea,
and all the depths of the Nile will dry
up;

and thepride ofAssyriawill bebrought
down,

and the scepter of Egypt will depart.
12 I will strengthen them in the LORD.

They will walk up and down in his
name,” says the LORD.

11
1Open your doors, Lebanon,

that the firemay devour your cedars.
2Wail, cypress tree, for the cedar has fallen,

because the stately ones are destroyed.
Wail, you oaks of Bashan,

for the strong forest has come down.
3A voice of the wailing of the shepherds!

For their glory is destroyed—a voice of
the roaring of young lions!

For the pride of the Jordan is ruined.
4 The LORD my God says: “Feed the flock

of slaughter. 5 Their buyers slaughter them
and go unpunished. Those who sell them
say, ‘Blessed be the LORD, for I am rich;’
and their own shepherds don’t pity them.
6 For I will no more pity the inhabitants of
the land,” says the LORD; “but, behold, I
will deliver every one of the men into his
neighbor’s hand and into the hand of his
king. They will strike the land, and out of
their hand I will not deliver them.”

7So I fed the flock to be slaughtered, espe-
cially the oppressed of the flock. I took for
myself two staffs. The one I called “Favor”
and the other I called “Union”, and I fed the
flock. 8 I cut off the three shepherds in one
month; formy soul wasweary of them, and
their soul also loathed me. 9 Then I said,
“I will not feed you. That which dies, let it
die; and that which is to be cut off, let it be
cut off; and let those who are left eat each
other’s flesh.” 10 I took my staff Favor and
cut it apart, that I might breakmy covenant
that I had made with all the peoples. 11 It
was broken in that day; and thus thepoor of
theflock that listened tomeknewthat itwas
the LORD’s word. 12 I said to them, “If you
think it best, give me my wages; and if not,
keep them.” So they weighed for my wages
thirty pieces of silver. 13 The LORD said to
me, “Throw it to the potter—the handsome
price that I was valued at by them!” I took
the thirty pieces of silver and threw them

to the potter in the LORD’s house. 14 Then I
cut apart my other staff, Union, that I might
break the brotherhood between Judah and
Israel.

15 The LORD said to me, “Take for your-
self yet again the equipment of a foolish
shepherd. 16 For, behold, I will raise up a
shepherd in the landwhowillnotvisit those
who are cut off, neitherwill seek thosewho
are scattered, norheal thatwhich isbroken,
nor feed thatwhich is sound; but hewill eat
themeat of the fat sheep, andwill tear their
hoofs in pieces. 17 Woe to the worthless
shepherd who leaves the flock! The sword
will strikehisarmandhis right eye. Hisarm
will be completely withered, and his right
eye will be totally blinded!”

12
1 A revelation of the LORD’s word con-

cerning Israel: The LORD, who stretches
out the heavens and lays the foundation
of the earth, and forms the spirit of man
within him says: 2 “Behold, I will make
Jerusalem a cup of reeling to all the sur-
rounding peoples, and it will also be on
Judah in the siege against Jerusalem. 3 It
will happen in that day that I will make
Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all the
peoples. All who burden themselves with
it will be severely wounded, and all the na-
tions of the earth will be gathered together
against it. 4 In that day,” says the LORD,
“I will strike every horse with terror and
his rider with madness. I will open my
eyes on the house of Judah, and will strike
every horse of the peoples with blindness.
5 The chieftains of Judah will say in their
heart, ‘The inhabitants of Jerusalem aremy
strength in the LORD of Armies their God.’

6 In that day I will make the chieftains
of Judah like a pan of fire among wood,
and like a flaming torch among sheaves.
They will devour all the surrounding peo-
ples on the right hand and on the left; and
Jerusalemwill yet again dwell in their own
place, even in Jerusalem.

7 The LORD also will save the tents of Ju-
dahfirst, that the glory ofDavid’s house and
the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem
not be magnified above Judah. 8 In that
day the LORDwill defend the inhabitants of
Jerusalem. He who is feeble among them
at that day will be like David, and David’s
housewill be likeGod, like theLORD’s angel
before them. 9 It will happen in that day,
that Iwill seek todestroy all thenations that
come against Jerusalem.

* 12:10 After “me”, the Hebrewhas the two letters “Aleph Tav” (the first and last letters of the Hebrew alphabet), not as
a word, but as a grammatical marker.
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10 I will pour on David’s house and on the
inhabitants of Jerusalem the spirit of grace
and of supplication. They will look to me*
whom they have pierced; and they shall
mourn for him as one mourns for his only
son, and will grieve bitterly for him as one
grieves for his firstborn. 11 In that day there
will be a great mourning in Jerusalem, like
the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the val-
ley of Megiddo. 12 The land will mourn,
every family apart; the family of David’s
house apart, and theirwives apart; the fam-
ily of the house of Nathan apart, and their
wives apart; 13 the family of the house of
Levi apart, and their wives apart; the fam-
ily of the Shimeites apart, and their wives
apart; 14 all the families who remain, every
family apart, and their wives apart.

13
1 “In that day there will be a fountain

opened to David’s house and to the inhab-
itants of Jerusalem, for sin and for unclean-
ness.

2 It will come to pass in that day, says the
LORDofArmies, that Iwill cut off thenames
of the idols out of the land, and they will
be remembered no more. I will also cause
the prophets and the spirit of impurity to
pass out of the land. 3 It will happen that
when anyone still prophesies, then his fa-
ther and his mother who bore him will tell
him, ‘You must die, because you speak lies
in the LORD’s name;’ and his father and his
mother who bore him will stab him when
he prophesies. 4 It will happen in that day
that the prophets will each be ashamed of
his vision when he prophesies; they won’t
wear a hairy mantle to deceive, 5 but he
will say, ‘I am no prophet, I am a tiller of
the ground; for I have been made a bond-
servant from my youth.’ 6 One will say to
him, ‘What are thesewounds between your
arms?’ Then he will answer, ‘Those with
which I was wounded in the house of my
friends.’
7 “Awake, sword, against my shepherd,

and against the man who is close to
me,” says the LORD of Armies.

“Strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be
scattered;

and I will turn my hand against the
little ones.

8 It shall happen that in all the land,” says
the LORD,

“two parts in it will be cut off and die;
but the third will be left in it.

9 I will bring the third part into the fire,
andwill refine themas silver is refined,

and will test them like gold is tested.
They will call on my name, and I will hear

them.
I will say, ‘It is my people;’
and they will say, ‘The LORD is my
God.’ ”

14
1 Behold, a day of the LORD comes,

when your plunder will be divided within
you. 2 For I will gather all nations against
Jerusalem to battle; and the city will be
taken, the houses rifled, and the women
ravished. Half of the city will go out into
captivity, and the rest of the people will not
be cut off from the city. 3 Then the LORD
will go out and fight against those nations,
as when he fought in the day of battle. 4His
feet will stand in that day on the Mount of
Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the
east; and theMount of Oliveswill be split in
two from east to west, making a very great
valley. Half of the mountain will move
toward the north, and half of it toward the
south. 5 You shall flee by the valley of my
mountains, for the valley of the mountains
shall reach to Azel. Yes, you shall flee, just
like you fled from before the earthquake in
the days of Uzziah king of Judah. The LORD
my God will come, and all the holy ones
with you.*

6 It will happen in that day that there will
not be light, cold, or frost. 7 It will be a
unique day which is known to the LORD—
not day, and not night; but it will come to
pass that at evening time therewill be light.

8 It will happen in that day that living
waters will go out from Jerusalem, half of
them toward the eastern sea, and half of
them toward the western sea. It will be so
in summer and in winter.

9TheLORDwill beKing over all the earth.
In that day the LORD will be one, and his
name one.

10 All the land will be made like the
Arabah, from Geba to Rimmon south of
Jerusalem; and shewill be lifted up andwill
dwell in her place, from Benjamin’s gate to
the place of the first gate, to the corner gate,
and from the tower of Hananel to the king’s
winepresses. 11Menwill dwell therein, and
there will be no more curse; but Jerusalem
will dwell safely.

12 This will be the plague with which the
LORD will strike all the peoples who have
fought against Jerusalem: their flesh will
consume away while they stand on their
feet, and their eyes will consume away in
their sockets, and their tongue will con-
sume away in theirmouth. 13 It will happen

* 14:5 Septuagint reads “him” instead of “you”.



Zechariah 14:14 735 Zechariah 14:21

in that day that a great panic from theLORD
will be among them; and they will each
seize the hand of his neighbor, and his hand
will rise up against the hand of his neigh-
bor. 14 Judah also will fight at Jerusalem;
and the wealth of all the surrounding na-
tions will be gathered together: gold, silver,
and clothing, in great abundance.

15A plague like this will fall on the horse,
on the mule, on the camel, on the donkey,
and on all the animals that will be in those
camps.

16 It will happen that everyone who is
left of all the nations that came against
Jerusalem will go up from year to year to
worship the King, the LORD of Armies, and
to keep the feast of booths. 17 It will be
that whoever of all the families of the earth
doesn’t go up to Jerusalem to worship the
King, the LORD of Armies, on them there
will be no rain. 18 If the family of Egypt
doesn’t go up anddoesn’t come, neitherwill
it rain on them. This will be the plague
withwhich the LORDwill strike the nations
that don’t go up to keep the feast of booths.
19This will be the punishment of Egypt and
the punishment of all the nations that don’t
go up to keep the feast of booths.

20 In that day there will be inscribed
on the bells of the horses, “HOLY TO THE
LORD”; and the pots in the LORD’s house
will be like the bowls before the altar. 21Yes,
every pot in Jerusalem and in Judah will be
holy to the LORD of Armies; and all those
who sacrifice will come and take of them,
and cook in them. In that day there will no
longer be a Canaanite† in the house of the
LORD of Armies.

† 14:21 or, merchant
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The Book of
Malachi

1A revelation, the LORD’s* word to Israel
byMalachi.

2 “I have loved you,” says the LORD.
Yet you say, “How have you loved us?”
“Wasn’t Esau Jacob’s brother?” says the

LORD, “Yet I loved Jacob; 3 but Esau I
hated, and made his mountains a desola-
tion, and gave his heritage to the jackals of
the wilderness.” 4Whereas Edom says, “We
are beaten down, but we will return and
build thewaste places,” the LORDofArmies
says, “They shall build, but I will throw
down; and men will call them ‘The Wicked
Land,’ even the people against whom the
LORD shows wrath forever.”

5Your eyeswill see, and youwill say, “The
LORD is great—even beyond the border of
Israel!”

6 “A son honors his father, and a servant
his master. If I am a father, then where is
my honor? And if I am a master, where
is the respect due me?” says the LORD
of Armies to you priests who despise my
name. “You say, ‘How have we despised
your name?’ 7 You offer polluted bread on
my altar. You say, ‘How have we polluted
you?’ In that you say, ‘The LORD’s table is
contemptible.’ 8 When you offer the blind
for sacrifice, isn’t that evil? And when
you offer the lame and sick, isn’t that evil?
Present it now to your governor! Will he be
pleased with you? Or will he accept your
person?” says the LORD of Armies.

9 “Now, please entreat the favor of God,†
that he may be gracious to us. With this,
will he accept any of you?” says the LORD
of Armies.

10 “Oh that there were one among you
who would shut the doors, that you might
not kindlefire onmyaltar in vain! I haveno
pleasure in you,” says the LORD of Armies,
“neither will I accept an offering at your
hand. 11For from the rising of the sun even
to its going down, my name is great among
the nations, and in every place incense will
be offered tomy name, and a pure offering;
for my name is great among the nations,”
says the LORD of Armies. 12 “But you pro-
fane it when you say, ‘The LORD’s table is
polluted, and its fruit, even its food, is con-
temptible.’ 13 You say also, ‘Behold,‡ what
a weariness it is!’ And you have sniffed at

it”, says the LORD of Armies; “and you have
brought that which was taken by violence,
the lame, and the sick; thus you bring the
offering. Should I accept this at yourhand?”
says the LORD.

14 “But the deceiver is cursed who has in
his flock a male, and vows and sacrifices to
the Lord§ a defective thing; for I am a great
King,” says the LORD of Armies, “and my
name is awesome among the nations.”

2
1 “Now, you priests, this commandment

is for you. 2 If you will not listen, and if
you will not take it to heart, to give glory to
my name,” says the LORD of Armies, “then I
will send the curse on you, and I will curse
your blessings. Indeed, I have cursed them
already, because you do not take it to heart.
3Behold, I will rebuke your offspring,* and
will spread dung on your faces, even the
dung of your feasts; and you will be taken
away with it. 4 You will know that I have
sent this commandment to you, that my
covenant may be with Levi,” says the LORD
of Armies. 5 “My covenant was with him of
life and peace; and I gave them to him that
he might be reverent toward me; and he
was reverent toward me, and stood in awe
of my name. 6 The law of truth was in his
mouth, and unrighteousnesswas not found
in his lips. He walked withme in peace and
uprightness, and turned many away from
iniquity. 7 For the priest’s lips should keep
knowledge, and they should seek the law
at his mouth; for he is the messenger of
the LORD of Armies. 8But you have turned
away from the path. You have causedmany
to stumble in the law. You have corrupted
the covenant of Levi,” says the LORD of
Armies. 9 “Therefore I have also made you
contemptible andwickedbefore all thepeo-
ple, according to the way you have not kept
my ways, but have had respect for persons
in the law. 10Don’t we all have one father?
Hasn’t one God created us? Why do we
deal treacherously every man against his
brother, profaning the covenant of our fa-
thers? 11 Judahhas dealt treacherously, and
an abomination is committed in Israel and
in Jerusalem; for Judah has profaned the
holiness of the LORD which he loves, and
has married the daughter of a foreign god.
12 The LORD will cut off the man who does
this, himwhowakes and himwho answers,
out of the tents of Jacob and himwho offers
an offering to the LORD of Armies.

* 1:1 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”,
usually pronounced Yahweh). † 1:9 The Hebrew word rendered “God” is “” (Elohim). ‡ 1:13 “Behold”, from “”,
means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection. § 1:14 The word translated

“Lord” is “Adonai.” * 2:3 or, seed
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13 “This again you do: you cover the
LORD’s altar with tears, with weeping, and
with sighing, because he doesn’t regard
the offering any more, neither receives it
with good will at your hand. 14 Yet you
say, ‘Why?’ Because the LORD has been
witness between you and the wife of your
youth, againstwhomyouhavedealt treach-
erously, though she is your companion and
the wife of your covenant. 15 Did he not
make you one, although he had the residue
of the Spirit? Whyone? He sought godly off-
spring. Therefore take heed to your spirit,
and let no one deal treacherously against
the wife of his youth. 16 One who hates
and divorces”, says the LORD, the God of
Israel, “covers his garment with violence!”
says the LORD of Armies. “Therefore pay
attention to your spirit, that you don’t be
unfaithful.

17 You have wearied the LORD with your
words. Yet you say, ‘How have we wearied
him?’ In that you say, ‘Everyone who does
evil is good in the LORD’s sight, and he
delights in them;’ or ‘Where is the God of
justice?’

3
1 “Behold, I send my messenger, and he

will prepare the way before me! The Lord,
whom you seek, will suddenly come to
his temple. Behold, the messenger of the
covenant, whom you desire, is coming!”
says the LORD of Armies. 2 “But who can
endure the day of his coming? And who
will stand when he appears? For he is like
a refiner’s fire, and like launderers’ soap;
3 and he will sit as a refiner and purifier of
silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi,
and refine them as gold and silver; and
they shall offer to the LORD offerings in
righteousness. 4 Then the offering of Judah
and Jerusalemwill be pleasant to the LORD
as in the days of old and as in ancient years.

5 I will come near to you to judgment. I
will be a swift witness against the sorcer-
ers, against the adulterers, against the per-
jurers, and against those who oppress the
hireling in his wages, the widow, and the
fatherless, andwhodeprive the foreignerof
justice, anddon’t fearme,” says the LORDof
Armies.

6 “For I, the LORD, don’t change; there-
fore you, sons of Jacob, are not consumed.
7 From the days of your fathers you have
turned away frommy ordinances and have
not kept them. Return to me, and I will
return to you,” says the LORD of Armies.
“But you say, ‘How shall we return?’

8 Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me!
But you say, ‘How have we robbed you?’
In tithes and offerings. 9 You are cursed

with the curse; for you rob me, even this
whole nation. 10 Bring the whole tithe into
the storehouse, that there may be food in
my house, and test me now in this,” says
the LORD of Armies, “if I will not open you
the windows of heaven, and pour you out a
blessing, that therewill notbeenoughroom
for. 11 I will rebuke the devourer for your
sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of
your ground; neither shall your vine cast
its fruit before its time in the field,” says
the LORD of Armies. 12 “All nations shall
call you blessed, for you will be a delightful
land,” says the LORD of Armies.

13 “Your words have been harsh against
me,” says the LORD. “Yet you say, ‘What
have we spoken against you?’ 14 You have
said, ‘It is vain to serve God,’ and ‘What
profit is it thatwehave followedhis instruc-
tions and that we have walked mournfully
before the LORD of Armies? 15 Now we
call the proud happy; yes, those who work
wickedness are built up; yes, they tempt
God, and escape.’

16Then thosewho feared the LORD spoke
one with another; and the LORD listened
and heard, and a book ofmemorywaswrit-
ten before him for those who feared the
LORD and who honored his name. 17 They
shall be mine,” says the LORD of Armies,
“my own possession in the day that I make.
I will spare them, as a man spares his own
son who serves him. 18 Then you shall
return and discern between the righteous
and the wicked, between him who serves
God and himwho doesn’t serve him.

4
1 “For behold, the day comes, burning like

a furnace, when all the proud and all who
work wickedness will be stubble. The day
that comes will burn them up,” says the
LORD of Armies, “so that it will leave them
neither root nor branch. 2 But to you who
fearmynameshall the sunof righteousness
arise with healing in its wings. You will go
out and leap like calves of the stall. 3 You
shall tread down the wicked; for they will
be ashes under the soles of your feet in the
day that I make,” says the LORD of Armies.

4 “Remember the law of Moses my ser-
vant, which I commanded to him in Horeb
for all Israel, even statutes and ordinances.

5 Behold, I will send you Elijah the
prophet before the great and terrible day of
the LORD comes. 6He will turn the hearts
of the fathers to the children and the hearts
of the children to their fathers, lest I come
and strike the earth with a curse.”
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Tobit
Tobit is recognized as Deuterocanonical

Scripture by the Roman Catholic, Greek Or-
thodox, and Russian Orthodox Churches.

1 The book of the words of Tobit, the son
of Tobiel, the son of Ananiel, the son of
Aduel, the sonofGabael, of the seedofAsiel,
of the tribe of Naphtali; 2 who in the days
of Enemessar* king of the Assyrians was
carried away captive out of Thisbe, which
is on the right hand of Kedesh Naphtali in
Galilee above Asher.

3 I, Tobit walked in the ways of truth
and righteousness all the days of my life,
and I did many alms deeds to my kindred
and my nation, who went with me into the
land of the Assyrians, to Nineveh. 4When
I was in my own country, in the land of
Israel, while I was yet young, all the tribe
of Naphtali my father fell away from the
house of Jerusalem, which was chosen out
of all the tribes of Israel, that all the tribes
should sacrifice there, and the temple of the
habitation of the Most High was hallowed
and built therein for all ages. 5All the tribes
which fell away together sacrificed to the
heiferBaal, and sodid thehouseofNaphtali
my father. 6 I alone went often to Jerusalem
at the feasts, as it has been ordained to all
Israel by an everlasting decree, having the
first fruits and the tenths of my increase,
and that which was first shorn; and I gave
them at the altar to the priests the sons
of Aaron. 7 I gave a tenth part of all my
increase to the sons of Levi, whoministered
at Jerusalem. A second tenth part I sold
away, and went, and spent it each year at
Jerusalem. 8 A third tenth I gave to them
to whom it was appropriate, as Deborah
my father’s mother had commanded me,
because I was left an orphan by my father.
9When I became aman, I took aswife Anna
of the seed of our own family. With her,
I became the father of Tobias. 10 When I
was carriedawaycaptive toNineveh, allmy
kindred and my relatives ate of the bread
of the Gentiles; 11 but I kept myself from
eating, 12 because I remembered God with
all my soul. 13 So the Most High gave me
grace and favor† in the sight of Enemessar,
and I was his purchasing agent. 14 And
I went into Media, and left ten talents of
silver in trust with Gabael, the brother of
Gabrias, at Rages of Media.

15 And when Enemessar was dead, Sen-
nacherib his son reigned in his place. In

his time, thehighwayswere troubled,‡and I
couldno longer go intoMedia. 16 In the days
of Enemessar, I did many alms deeds to my
kindred: I gave my bread to the hungry,
17 and my garments to the naked. If I saw
any of my race dead, and thrown out on§
the wall of Ninevah, I buried him. 18 If
Sennacherib the king killed any, when he
came fleeing from Judea, I buried them pri-
vately; for in his wrath he killed many; and
the bodies were sought for by the king, and
were not found. 19But one of the Ninevites
went and showed to the king concerning
me, how I buried them, and hidmyself; and
when I knew that I was sought for to be put
to death, I withdrewmyself for fear. 20And
all my goods were forcibly taken away, and
there was nothing left to me, save my wife
Anna and my son Tobias. 21No more than
fifty five days passed before two of his sons
killed him, and they fled into the moun-
tains of Ararat. And Sarchedonus* his son
reigned inhis place; andhe appointedAchi-
acharusmy brother Anael’s son over all the
accounts of his kingdom, and over all his
affairs. 22 Achiacharus requested me, and
I came to Nineveh. Now Achiacharus was
cupbearer, keeper of the signet, steward,
and overseer of the accounts. Sarchedonus
appointed him next to himself, but he was
my brother’s son.

2
1Nowwhen I had come home again, and

my wife Anna was restored to me, and my
son Tobias, in the feast of Pentecost, which
is the holy feast of the seven weeks, there
was a good dinner prepared for me, and
I sat down to eat. 2 I saw abundance of
meat, and I said to my son, “Go and bring
whateverpoormanyoufindofourkindred,
who is mindful of the Lord. Behold, I wait
for you.”

3 Then he came, and said, “Father, one of
our race is strangled, and has been cast out
in the marketplace.” 4 Before I had tasted
anything, I sprang up, and took him up into
a chamber until the sun had set. 5 Then I
returned, washed myself, ate my bread in
heaviness, 6and remembered the prophecy
of Amos, as he said,
✡“Your feasts will be turned intomourning,

and all yourmirth into lamentation.
7 So I wept: and when the sun had set,

I went and dug a grave, and buried him.
8 My neighbors mocked me, and said, “He
is no longer afraid to be put to death for
this matter; and yet he fled away. Behold,

* 1:2 That is, Shalmaneser. Compare 2 Kings 17:3, 23. † 1:13 Gr. beauty. ‡ 1:15 Gr. his highwayswere troubled.
§ 1:17 Some ancient authorities read behind. * 1:21 That is, Esar-haddon, and so in verse 22. ✡ 2:6 Amos

8:10
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he buries the dead again.” 9 The same
night I returned from burying him, and
slept by the wall of my courtyard, being
polluted; and my face was uncovered. 10 I
didn’t know that there were sparrows in
the wall. My eyes were open and the spar-
rowsdroppedwarmdung intomyeyes, and
white films came over my eyes. I went to
the physicians, and they didn’t helpme; but
Achiacharus nourished me, until I went*
into Elymais.

11 My wife Anna wove cloth in the
women’s chambers, 12 and sent the work
back to the owners. They on their part
paid her wages, and also gave her a kid.
13 But when it came to my house, it began
to cry, and I said to her, “Where did this kid
come from? Is it stolen? Give it back to the
owners; for it is not lawful to eat anything
that is stolen.” 14 But she said, “It has been
given tome for a gift more than thewages.”
I didn’t believe her, and I asked her to

return it to the owners; and I was ashamed
of her.
But she answered and said to me,

“Where are your alms and your righteous
deeds? Behold, you and all your works are
known.†”

3
1 I was grieved and wept, and prayed in

sorrow, saying,
2 “O Lord, you are righteous, and all your

works and all your ways are mercy and
truth, and you judge true and righteous
judgment forever. 3 Remember me, and
look at me. Don’t take vengeance on me
for my sins and my ignorances, and the
sins of my fathers who sinned before you.
4 For they disobeyed your commandments.
You gave us as plunder, for captivity, for
death, and for a proverb of reproach to all
the nations amongwhomwe are dispersed.
5 Now your judgments are many and true,
that you should deal with me according to
my sins and the sins of my fathers, because
we didn’t keep your commandments, for
we didn’t walk in truth before you. 6 Now
deal with me according to that which is
pleasing in your sight. Command my spirit
to be taken fromme, that Imay be released,
and become earth. For it is more profitable
for me to die rather than to live, because I
have heard false reproaches, and there is
much sorrow in me. Command that I be
released from my distress, now, and go to
the everlasting place. Don’t turn your face
away fromme.”

7 The same day it happened to Sarah the
daughter of Raguel in Ecbatana of Media,
that shealsowas reproachedbyher father’s
maidservants; 8 because that she had been
given to seven husbands, and Asmodaeus
the evil spirit* killed them, before they had
lain with her. And they said to her, “Do you
not know that you strangle your husbands?
You have had already seven husbands, and
you haven’t borne the name of any one of
them. 9 Why do you scourge us? If they
are dead, go your ways with them. Let us
never see either son or daughter fromyou.”
10 When she heard these things, she was
grieved exceedingly, so that she thought
about hanging herself. Then she said, “I
am the only daughter of my father. If I do
this, it will be a reproach to him, and I will
bring down his old age with sorrow to the
grave.†” 11Then she prayed by the window,
and said, “Blessed are you, O Lord my God,
and blessed is your holy and honorable
nameforever! Letall yourworkspraiseyou
forever! 12 And now, Lord, I have set my
eyes and my face toward you. 13Command
that I be released from the earth, and that I
no longerhear reproach. 14Youknow, Lord,
that I am pure from all sin withman, 15and
that I never polluted my name or the name
ofmy father in the landofmycaptivity. I am
the only daughter of my father, and he has
no child that will be his heir, nor brother
near him, nor son belonging to him, that I
should keepmyself for awife to him. Seven
husbands of mine are dead already. Why
should I live? If it doesn’t please you to kill
me, command some regard to be had ofme,
and pity taken of me, and that I hear no
more reproach.”

16 The prayer of both was heard before
the glory of the great God. 17 Raphael also
was sent to heal them both, to scale away
the white films from Tobit’s eyes, and to
give Sarah the daughter of Raguel for a
wife to Tobias the son of Tobit; and to bind
Asmodaeus the evil spirit‡; because it be-
longed to Tobias that he should inherit her.
At that very time, Tobit returned and en-
tered into his house, and Sarah the daugh-
ter of Raguel came down from her upper
chamber.

4
1 In that day Tobit remembered the

money which he had left in trust with
Gabael in Rages of Media, 2 and he said to
himself, I have asked for death; why do I
not callmy son Tobias, that Imay explain to

* 2:10 Some authorities read until he went. † 2:14 Gr. all things are known with you. * 3:8 Gr. demon.
† 3:10 Gr. Hades. ‡ 3:17 Gr. demon.
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him about themoney before I die? 3And he
called him, and said,

“My child, if I die, bury me. Don’t despise
yourmother. Honor her all the days of your
life, and do that which is pleasing to her,
and don’t grieve her. 4Remember, my child,
that she has seen many dangers for you,
when you were in her womb. When she is
dead, bury her by me in one grave. 5 My
child, be mindful of the Lord our God all
your days, and don’t let your will be set to
sin and to transgress his commandments:
do righteousness all the days of your life,
and don’t follow the ways of unrighteous-
ness. 6For if you dowhat is true, your deeds
will prosperously succeed for you, and for
all those who do righteousness. 7Give alms
from your possessions. When you give
alms, don’t let your eye be envious. Don’t
turn away your face from any poor man,
and the face of God won’t be turned away
from you. 8 As your possessions are, give
alms of it according to your abundance. If
you have little, don’t be afraid to give alms
according to that little; 9 for you lay up a
good treasure for yourself against the day
ofnecessity; 10becausealms-givingdelivers
from death, and doesn’t allow you to come
into darkness. 11 Alms is a good gift in
the sight of the Most High for all that give
it. 12 Beware, my child, of all fornication,
and take first a wife of the seed of your
fathers. Don’t take a strange wife, who is
not of your father’s tribe; for we are the
descendants of the prophets. Remember,
my child, that Noah, Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, our fathers of old time, all tookwives
of their kindred, and were blessed in their
children, and their seed will inherit the
land. 13 And now, my child, love your
kindred, and don’t scorn your kindred and
the sons and the daughters of your people
in your heart, to take a wife of them; for
in scornfulness is destruction and much
trouble, and in idleness is decay and great
lack; for idleness is the mother of famine.
14Don’t let thewagesof anymanwhoworks
for you wait with you, but give it to him
out of hand. If you serve God, you will be
rewarded. Take heed to yourself, my child,
in all yourworks, andbediscreet in all your
behavior. 15 And what you yourself hate,
do to no man. Don’t drink wine to drunk-
enness, and don’t let drunkenness go with
you on your way. 16 Give of your bread to
the hungry, and of your garments to those
who are naked. Give alms from all your
abundance. Don’t let your eye be envious
when you give alms. 17Pour out your bread
on the burial* of the just, and give nothing

to sinners. 18Ask counsel of everymanwho
iswise, anddon’t despise anycounsel that is
profitable. 19Bless the Lord your God at all
times, andaskofhim that yourwaysmaybe
made straight, and that all your paths and
counsels may prosper; for every nation has
no counsel; but the Lord himself gives all
good things, and he humbles whomhewill,
as he will. And now, my child, remember
my commandments, and let them not be
blotted out of your mind. 20 And now I
explain to youabout the ten talents of silver,
which I left in trust with Gabael the son
of Gabrias at Rages of Media. 21 And fear
not, my child, because we are made poor.
You havemuchwealth, if you fear God, and
depart from all sin, and do that which is
pleasing in his sight.”

5
1 Then Tobias answered and said to him,

“Father, I will do all things, whatever you
have commanded me. 2 But how could I
receive themoney, since I don’t knowhim?”

3He gave him the handwriting, and said
to him, “Seek a man who will go with you,
and I will give him wages, while I still live;
and go and receive themoney.”

4 He went to seek a man, and found
Raphael who was an angel; 5 and he didn’t
knowit. Hesaid tohim, “CanIgowithyou to
Rages of Media? Do you know those places
well?”

6Theangel said tohim, “Iwill gowithyou.
I know thewaywell. I have lodgedwith our
brother Gabael.”

7 Tobias said to him, “Wait for me, and I
will tell my father.”

8He said to him, “Go, and don’t wait. And
he went in and said to his father, “Behold, I
have found someone whowill go withme.”
But he said, “Call him to me, that I may

knowofwhat tribe he is, andwhether he be
a trustworthyman to go with you.”

9 So he called him, and he came in, and
they saluted one another. 10And Tobit said
to him, “Brother, of what tribe and of what
family are you? Tell me.”

11He said to him, “Do you seek a tribe and
a family, or a hired man which will go with
your son?”
And Tobit said to him, “I want to know,

brother, your kindred and your name.”
12 And he said, “I am Azarias, the son of

Ananias the great, of your kindred.”
13And he said to him, “Welcome, brother.

Don’t be angry with me, because I sought
to know your tribe and family. You are my
brother, of an honest and good lineage; for
I knewAnanias and Jathan, the sons of She-
maiah the great, when we went together

* 4:17 Or, tomb
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to Jerusalem to worship, and offered the
firstborn, and the tenths of our increase;
and they didn’t go astray in the error of our
kindred. My brother, you are of a great
stock. 14But tell me, what wages shall I give
you? A drachma a day, and those things
that be necessary for you, as to my son?
15 And moreover, if you both return safe
and sound, I will add something to your
wages.”

16 And so they agreed. And he said to
Tobias, “Prepare yourself for the journey.
May God prosper you.” So his son prepared
what was needful for the journey, and his
father said to him, “Go with this man; but
God, who dwells in heaven, will prosper
your journey. May his angel go with you.”
Then they both departed, and the young

man’s dog went with them. 17But Anna his
mother wept, and said to Tobit, “Why have
you sent away our child? Isn’t he the staff
of our hand, in going in and out before us?
18Don’t be greedy to add money to money;
but let it be as refuse compared to our child.
19 For what the Lord has given us to live is
enough for us.”

20 Tobit said to her, “Don’t worry, my sis-
ter. Hewill return safe and sound, and your
eyes will see him. 21 For a good angel will
gowith him. His journeywill be prospered,
and he will return safe and sound.”

22 So she stopped weeping.

6
1Now as they went on their journey, they

cameat evening to the river Tigris, and they
lodged there. 2 But the young man went
down towash himself, and a fish leaped out
of the river, and would have swallowed up
the young man. 3But the angel said to him,
“Grab the fish!”
So the young man grabbed the fish, and

hauled it up onto the land.
4 And the angel said to him, “Cut the fish

open, and take the heart, the liver, and the
bile, and keep them with you.” 5 And the
young man did as the angel commanded
him; but they roasted the fish, and ate it.
And they both went on their way, till they
drew near to Ecbatana.

6 The young man said to the angel,
“Brother Azarias, of what use is the heart,
the liver, and the bile of the fish?”

7 He said to him, “About the heart and
the liver: If a demon or an evil spirit
troubles anyone, we must burn those and
make smoke of them before the man or the
woman, and the affliction will flee. 8But as
for the bile, it is good to anoint a man that
has white films in his eyes, and he will be
healed.”

9Butwhen they drewnear to Rages, 10 the
angel said to the young man, “Brother, to-
day we will lodge with Raguel. He is your
kinsman. He has an only daughter named
Sarah. I will speak about her, that she
should be given to you for a wife. 11For her
inheritance belongs to you, and you only
are of her kindred. 12 The maid is fair and
wise. And now hear me, and I will speak to
her father. When we return from Rages we
will celebrate the marriage; for I know that
Raguelmay in nowaymarry her to another
according to the law of Moses, or else he
would be liable to death, because it belongs
to you to take the inheritance, rather than
any other.”

13 Then the young man said to the angel,
“Brother Azarias, I have heard that this
maid has been given to seven men, and
that they all perished in the bride-chamber.
14Now I am the only son of my father, and I
am afraid, lest I go in and die, even as those
before me. For a demon loves her, which
harms no man, but those which come to
her. Now I fear lest I die, and bring my
father’s and my mother’s life to the grave
with sorrow because of me. They have no
other son to bury them.”

15But the angel said to him, “Don’t you re-
member the words which your father com-
manded you, that you should take a wife of
your own kindred? Now hear me, brother;
for shewill be yourwife. Don’tworry about
the demon; for this night she will be given
you as wife. 16 And when* you come into
the bride-chamber, you shall take the ashes
of incense, and shall lay upon them some
of the heart and liver of the fish, and shall
make smoke with them. 17 The demon will
smell it, and flee away, and never come
again any more. But when you go near to
her, both of you rise up, and cry to God
who ismerciful. Hewill save you, and have
mercy on you. Don’t be afraid, for she was
prepared for you from the beginning; and
you will save her, and she will go with you.
And I suppose that you will have children
with her.”
WhenTobias heard these things, he loved

her, and his soul was strongly joined to her.

7
1 They came to Ecbatana, and arrived at

the house of Raguel. But Sarah met them;
and she greeted them, and they her. Then
she brought them into the house. 2 Raguel
said to Edna his wife, “This young man
really resembles Tobit my cousin!” 3 And
Raguel asked them, “Where are you two
from, kindred?”

* 6:16 Gr. if.
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They said to him, “We are of the sons of
Naphtali, who are captives in Nineveh.”

4He said to them, “Do you knowTobit our
brother?”
They said, “We know him.”
Then he said to them, “Is he in good

health?”
5They said, “He is both alive, and in good

health.” Tobias said, “He is my father.”
6 And Raguel sprang up, and kissed him,

wept, 7 blessed him, and said to him, “You
are the son of an honest and good man.”
When he had heard that Tobit had lost his
sight, he was grieved, and wept; 8and Edna
his wife and Sarah his daughter wept. They
received them gladly; and they killed a ram
of the flock, and served themmeat.
But Tobias said to Raphael, “Brother

Azarias, speak of those things of which you
talked about in the way, and let the matter
be finished.”

9Sohecommunicated the thing toRaguel.
Raguel said to Tobias, “Eat, drink, andmake
merry: 10 for it belongs to you to take my
child. However I will tell you the truth.
11 I have given my child to seven men of
our relatives, and whenever they came in
to her, they died in the night. But for the
present bemerry.”
AndTobias said, “Iwill tastenothinghere,

until youallmakea covenant andenter into
that covenant withme.”

12Raguel said, “Take her to yourself from
now on according to custom. You are her
relative, and she is yours. Themerciful God
will give all good success to you.” 13And he
called his daughter Sarah, and took her by
the hand, and gave her to be wife of Tobias,
and said, “Behold, take her to yourself after
the law ofMoses, and lead her away to your
father.” And he blessed them. 14He called
Edna his wife, then took a book, wrote a
contract, and sealed it. 15 Then they began
to eat.

16 And Raguel called his wife Edna, and
said to her, “Sister, prepare the other cham-
ber, and bring her in there.” 17 She did
as he asked her, and brought her in there.
She wept, and she received the tears of her
daughter, and said to her, 18 “Be comforted,
my child. May the Lord of heaven and earth
give you favor* for this your sorrow. Be
comforted, my daughter.”

8
1 When they had finished their supper,

they brought Tobias in to her. 2 But as
he went, he remembered the words of
Raphael, and took the ashes of the incense,
and put the heart and the liver of the fish on

them, and made smoke with them. 3When
the demon smelled that smell, it fled into
the uppermost parts of Egypt, and the angel
bound him. 4But after they were both shut
in together, Tobias rose up from the bed,
and said, “Sister, arise, and let’s pray that
the Lord may have mercy on us.” 5 And
Tobias began to say, “Blessed are you, O
God of our fathers, and blessed is your holy
and glorious name forever. Let the heavens
bless you, and all your creatures. 6 You
made Adam, and gave him Eve his wife for
a helper and support. From them came the
seed of men. You said, it is not good that
the man should be alone. Let’s make him
a helper like him. 7 And now, O Lord, I
take not this my sister for lust, but in truth.
Command that I may find mercy and grow
old with her.”

8 She said with him, “Amen.” And they
both slept that night.

9Raguel arose, andwent and dug a grave,
10 saying, “Lest he also should die.” 11 And
Raguel came into his house, 12 and said to
Edna his wife, “Send one of the maidser-
vants, and let them see if he is alive. If not,
wewill bury him, andnomanwill know it.”

13 So the maidservant opened the door,
andwent in, and found themboth sleeping,
14 and came out, and told them that he was
alive.

15 Then Raguel blessed God, saying,
“Blessed are you, O God, with all pure and
holyblessing! Let your saints bless you, and
all your creatures! Let all your angels and
your elect bless you forever! 16Blessed are
you, because youhavemademeglad; and it
has not happened to me as I suspected; but
you have dealt with us according to your
great mercy. 17 Blessed are you, because
you have had mercy on two that were the
only begotten children of their parents.
Show them mercy, O Lord. Fulfill their life
in health with gladness andmercy.

18He commanded his servants to fill the
grave. 19Hekept thewedding feast for them
fourteen days. 20 Before the days of the
wedding feast were finished, Raguel sware
to him, that he should not depart till the
fourteen days of the wedding feast were
fulfilled; 21and that thenhe should takehalf
of his goods, and go in safety to his father;
and the rest, said he, when my wife and I
die.

9
1 And Tobias called Raphael, and said to

him, 2 “Brother Azarias, take with you a
servant and two camels, and go to Rages
of Media to Gabael, and receive the money
for me, and bring him to the wedding feast,

* 7:18 Many ancient authorities read joy.
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3 because Raguel has sworn that I must not
depart. 4 My father counts the days; and
if I wait long, he will be very grieved. 5 So
Raphael went on his way, and lodged with
Gabael, and gave him the handwriting; so
he brought forth the bags with their seals,
and gave them to him. 6 Then they rose up
early in the morning together, and came to
the wedding feast. Tobias blessed his wife.

10
1 Tobit his father counted every day.

When the days of the journeywere expired,
and they didn’t come, 2 he said, “Is he per-
chance detained?* Or is Gabael perchance
dead, and there is no one to give him the
money?” 3Hewas very grieved.

4 But his wife said to him, “The child has
perished, seeing he waits long.” She began
to bewail him, and said, 5 “I care about
nothing,† my child, since I have let you go,
the light of my eyes.” 6 Tobit said to her,
“Hold your peace. Don’t worry. He is in
good health.”

7 And she said to him, “Hold your peace.
Don’t deceive me. My child has perished.”
And shewent out every day into theway by
which they went, and ate no bread in the
day-time, and didn’t stop bewailing her son
Tobias for whole nights, until the fourteen
days of the wedding feast were expired,
which Raguel had sworn that he should
spend there.
Then Tobias said to Raguel, “Send me

away, for my father and my mother look
no more to see me.” 8 But his father-in-law
said to him, “Stay with me, and I will send
to your father, and they will declare to him
how things go with you.” 9Tobias said, “No.
Sendme away tomy father.”

10 Raguel arose, and gave him Sarah his
wife, and half his goods, servants and cattle
and money; 11 and he blessed them, and
sent themaway, saying, “TheGod of heaven
will prosper you, my children, before I
die.” 12And he said to his daughter, “Honor
your father-in-law and yourmother-in-law.
They are now your parents. Let me hear a
good report of you.” Then he kissed her.
Edna said to Tobias, “May the Lord of

heaven restore you, dear brother, and grant
to me that I may see your children of my
daughter Sarah, that I may rejoice before
the Lord. Behold, I commit my daughter to
you in special trust. Don’t cause her grief.

11
1 After these things Tobias also went his

way, blessing God because he had pros-
pered his journey; and he blessed Raguel

andEdnahiswife. Thenhewent onhisway
until they drew near to Nineveh. 2Raphael
said to Tobias, “Don’t you know, brother,
how you left your father? 3 Let’s run for-
ward before your wife, and prepare the
house. 4 But take in your hand the bile of
the fish.” So they went their way, and the
dog went after them.

5 Anna sat looking around toward the
path for her son. 6 She saw him coming,
and said to his father, “Behold, your son is
coming with theman that went with him!”

7Raphael said, “I know, Tobias, that your
fatherwill openhis eyes. 8Therefore anoint
his eyes with the bile, and being pricked
with it, hewill rub, andwill make thewhite
films fall away. Then he will see you.”

9Anna ran to him, and fell upon the neck
ofher son, and said tohim, “I have seenyou,
my child! I am ready to die.” They both
wept.

10 Tobit went toward the door and stum-
bled; but his son ran to him, 11 and took
hold of his father. He rubbed the bile on his
father’s eyes, saying, “Cheer up, my father.”
12When his eyes began to hurt, he rubbed
them. 13 Then the white films peeled away
from the corners of his eyes; and he sawhis
son, and fell upon his neck.

14 He wept, and said, “Blessed are you,
O God, and blessed is your name forever!
Blessed are all your holy angels! 15 For you
scourged, and had mercy on me. Behold,
I see my son Tobias.” And his son went
in rejoicing, and told his father the great
things that had happened to him inMedia.

16 Tobit went out to meet his daughter-
in-law at the gate of Nineveh, rejoicing
and blessing God. Those who saw him
go marveled, because he had received
his sight. 17 Tobit gave thanks before
them, because God had shown mercy on
him. When Tobit came near to Sarah his
daughter-in-law, he blessed her, saying,
“Welcome, daughter! Blessed is God who
has brought you to us, and blessed are
your father and your mother.” And there
was joy among all his kindred who were
at Nineveh. 18Achiacharus and Nasbas his
brother’s soncame. 19Tobias’wedding feast
was kept seven days with great gladness.

12
1And Tobit called his son Tobias, and said

to him, “See, my child, that the man which
went with you have his wages, and you
must give himmore.”

2Andhe said to him, “Father, it is no harm
to me to give him the half of those things
which I have brought; 3 for he has led me

* 10:2 Many ancient authorities read “Are they perchance put to shame?” † 10:5 Some authorities read “Woe is
me.”



Tobit 12:4 744 Tobit 13:12

for you in safety, and he cured my wife,
and brought mymoney, and likewise cured
you.”

4The oldman said, “It is due to him.”
5And he called the angel, and said to him,

“Take half of all that you have brought.”
6Then he called them both privately, and

said to them, “Bless God, and give him
thanks, and magnify him, and give him
thanks in the sight of all that live, for the
things which he has done with you. It
is good to bless God and exalt his name,
showing forthwith honor theworks of God.
Don’t be slack to give him thanks. 7 It is
good to conceal the secret of a king, but
to reveal gloriously the works of God. Do
good, and evil won’t find you. 8 Good is
prayer with fasting, alms, and righteous-
ness. A little with righteousness is better
than much with unrighteousness. It is bet-
ter to give alms than to lay up gold. 9Alms
delivers from death, and it purges away all
sin. Those who give alms and do righteous-
ness will be filledwith life; 10but thosewho
sin are enemies to their own life. 11 Surely
I will conceal nothing from you. I have
said, ‘It is good to conceal the secret of a
king, but to reveal gloriously the works of
God.’ 12 And now, when you prayed, and
Sarah your daughter-in-law, I brought the
memorial of your prayer before the Holy
One. When you buried the dead, I was with
you likewise. 13And when you didn’t delay
to rise up, and leave your dinner, that you
might go and cover the dead, your good
deed was not hidden from me. I was with
you. 14 And now God sent me to heal you
and Sarah your daughter-in-law. 15 I am
Raphael, oneof the sevenholy angelswhich
present the prayers of the saints and go in
before the glory of the Holy One.”

16 And they were both troubled, and fell
upon their faces; for they were afraid.
17Andhe said to them, “Don’t be afraid. You
will all have peace; but bless God forever.
18 For I came not of any favor of my own,
but by the will of your God. Therefore bless
him forever. 19All these days I appeared to
you. I didn’t eat or drink, but you all saw
a vision. 20 Now give God thanks, because
I ascend to him who sent me. Write in a
book all the things which have been done.”
21Then they rose up, and saw him nomore.
22 They confessed the great and wonderful
works ofGod, andhow theangel of theLord
had appeared to them.

13
1 And Tobit wrote a prayer for rejoicing,

and said,
“Blessed is God who lives forever!

Blessed is his kingdom!
2For he scourges, and showsmercy.

He leadsdownto thegrave,* andbrings
up again.

There is no one who will escape his
hand.

3Give thanks to him before the Gentiles, all
you children of Israel!

For he has scattered us among them.
4Declare his greatness, there.

Extol him before all the living,
because he is our Lord,

and God is our Father forever.
5He will scourge us for our iniquities, and

will again showmercy,
and will gather us out of all the nations
among whom you are all scattered.

6 If you turn to him with your whole heart
and with your whole soul,

to do truth before him,
then he will turn to you,

and won’t hide his face from you.
See what he will do with you.

Give him thanks with your whole
mouth.

Bless the Lord of righteousness.
Exalt the everlasting King.

I givehim thanks in the landofmycaptivity,
and show his strength andmajesty to a
nation of sinners.

Turn, you sinners, and do righteousness
before him.

Who can tell if he will accept you and
havemercy on you?

7 I exalt my God.
My soul exalts the King of heaven,
and rejoices in his greatness.

8Let all men speak,
and let them give him thanks in
Jerusalem.

9O Jerusalem, the holy city,
he will scourge you for the works of
your sons,

and will again have mercy on the sons
of the righteous.

10Give thanks to the Lord with goodness,
and bless the everlasting King,

that his tabernacle may be built in you
again with joy,

and that hemaymake glad in you those
who are captives,

and love in you forever those who are
miserable.

11Many nations will come from afar to the
name of the Lord God

with gifts in their hands, even gifts to
the King of heaven.

Generations of generations will praise you,
and sing songs of rejoicing.

12All those who hate you are cursed.
* 13:2 Gr. Hades.
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All those who love you forever will be
blessed.

13 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad for the
sons of the righteous;

for they will be gathered together and
will bless the Lord of the righteous.

14Oh blessed are those who love you.
They will rejoice for your peace.

Blessed are all those who mourned for all
your scourges;

because they will rejoice for you when
they have seen all your glory.

They will be made glad forever.
15Let my soul bless God the great King.

16 For Jerusalem will be built with
sapphires, emeralds, and precious
stones;

yourwalls and towers and battlements
with pure gold.

17 The streets of Jerusalem will be paved
with beryl, carbuncle, and stones of
Ophir.

18All her streets will say, “Hallelujah!”
and give praise, saying, “Blessed be
God, who has exalted you forever!”

14
1 Then Tobit finished giving thanks. 2He

was fifty-eight years old when he lost his
sight. After eight years, he received it again.
He gave alms and he feared the Lord God
more andmore, and gave thanks to him.

3Now he grew very old; and he called his
son with the six sons of his son, and said
to him, “My child, take your sons. Behold,
I have grown old, and am ready to depart
out of this life. 4Go intoMedia,my child, for
I surely believe all the things which Jonah
the prophet spoke of Nineveh, that it will be
overthrown, but in Media there will rather
be peace for a season. Our kindred will be
scattered in the earth from the good land.
Jerusalem will be desolate, and the house
of God in it will be burned up, and will be
desolate for a time. 5 God will again have
mercy on them, and bring them back into
the land, and they will build the house, but
not like to the former house, until the times
of that age are fulfilled. Afterward theywill
return from the places of their captivity,
and build up Jerusalem with honor. The
house of God will be built in it forever with
a glorious building, even as the prophets
spoke concerning it. 6 And all the nations
will turn to fear the LordGod truly, andwill
bury their idols. 7All the nations will bless
the Lord, and his people will give thanks to
God, and the Lordwill exalt his people; and
all thosewho love theLordGod in truth and
righteousness will rejoice, showing mercy
to our kindred. 8And now, my child, depart
from Nineveh, because those things which

the prophet Jonah spoke will surely come
to pass. 9 But you must keep the law and
the ordinances, and show yourself merci-
ful and righteous, that it may be well with
you. 10Bury me decently, and your mother
with me. Don’t stay at Nineveh. See, my
child, what Aman did to Achiacharus who
nourished him, how out of light he brought
him into darkness, and all the recompense
that he made him. Achiacharus was saved,
but the other had his recompense, and he
went down into darkness. Manasses gave
alms, and escaped the snare of deathwhich
he set for him; but Aman fell into the snare,
and perished. 11 And now, my children,
consider what alms does, and how righ-
teousness delivers.”
While hewas saying these things, he gave

up the ghost in the bed; but he was one
hundred fifty eight years old. Tobias buried
him magnificently. 12 When Anna died,
he buried her with his father. But Tobias
departed with his wife and his sons to Ec-
batana to Raguel his father-in-law, 13 and
he grew old in honor, and he buried his
father-in-law and mother-in-law magnifi-
cently, and he inherited their possessions,
and his father Tobit’s. 14 He died at Ec-
batanaofMedia, beingonehundred twenty
seven years old. 15Before he died, he heard
of the destruction of Nineveh, which Neb-
uchadnezzar and Ahasuerus took captive.
Before his death, he rejoiced over Nineveh.
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Judith
Judith is recognized as Deuterocanonical

Scripture by the Roman Catholic, Greek Or-
thodox, and Russian Orthodox Churches.

1 In the twelfth year of the reign of Neb-
uchadnezzar, who reigned over the Assyr-
ians in Nineveh, the great city, in the days
of Arphaxad, who reigned over the Medes
in Ecbatana, 2 and built around Ecbatana
walls of hewnstones three cubits broadand
six cubits long, and made the height of the
wall seventy cubits, and its breadth fifty
cubits, 3 and set its towers at its gates one
hundred cubits high, and its breadth in the
foundation was sixty cubits, 4 and made its
gates, even gates that were raised to the
height of seventy cubits, and their breadth
forty cubits, forhismightyarmy togooutof,
and the setting in array of his footmen— 5 in
thosedaysKingNebuchadnezzarmadewar
with King Arphaxad in the great plain. This
plain is on the borders of Ragau. 6 There
came to meet him all that lived in the hill
country, and all that lived by Euphrates,
Tigris, and Hydaspes, and in the plain of
Arioch the king of the Elymaeans. Many
nations of the sons of Chelod assembled
themselves to the battle.

7And Nebuchadnezzar king of the Assyr-
ians sent to all who lived in Persia, and to
all who lived westward, to those who lived
in Cilicia, Damascus, Libanus, Antilibanus,
and to all who lived along the sea coast,
8 and to those among the nations that were
of Carmel and Gilead, and to the higher
Galilee and the great plain of Esdraelon,
9 and to all who were in Samaria and its
cities, and beyond Jordan to Jerusalem, Be-
tane, Chellus, Kadesh, the river of Egypt,
Tahpanhes, Rameses, and all the land of
Goshen, 10 until you come above Tanis and
Memphis, and to all that lived in Egypt,
until you come to the borders of Ethiopia.
11 All those who lived in all the land made
light of the commandment of Nebuchad-
nezzar king of the Assyrians, and didn’t
go with him to the war; for they were not
afraid of him, but he was before them as
one man. They turned away his messen-
gers fromtheirpresencewithout effect, and
with disgrace.

12And Nebuchadnezzar was exceedingly
angrywith all this land, andhe swore byhis
throne and kingdom that he would surely
be avenged upon all the coasts of Cilicia,
Damascus, and Syria, that he would kill
with his sword all the inhabitants of the

land of Moab, the children of Ammon, all
Judea, and all who were in Egypt, until you
come to the borders of the two seas. 13And
he set the battle in array with his army
against King Arphaxad in the seventeenth
year; and he prevailed in his battle, and
turned to flight all the army of Arphaxad,
with all his horses and all his chariots. 14He
took possession of his cities. He came to
Ecbatana and took the towers, plundered
its streets, and turned itsbeauty into shame.
15 He took Arphaxad in the mountains of
Ragau, struck him through with his darts,
and utterly destroyed him to this day. 16He
returned with them to Nineveh, he and all
his company of sundry nations—an exceed-
ingly great multitude of men of war. There
he took his ease and banqueted, he and his
army, for one hundred twenty days.

2
1 In the eighteenth year, the twenty-

second day of the first month, there was
talk in the house of Nebuchadnezzar king
of the Assyrians that he should be avenged
on all the land, even as he spoke. 2 He
called together all his servants and all his
great men, and communicated with them
his secret counsel, andwith his ownmouth,
recounted the wickedness of all the land.
3 They decreed to destroy all flesh which
didn’t follow the word of his mouth.

4 It came to pass, when he had ended his
counsel, Nebuchadnezzarkingof theAssyr-
ians called Holofernes the chief captain of
his army, who was second to himself, and
said to him, 5 “The great king, the lord of
all the earth, says: ‘Behold, you shall go out
from my presence, and take with you men
who trust in their strength, to one hundred
twenty thousand footmen and twelve thou-
sand horses with their riders. 6 And you
shall go out against all the west country,
because they disobeyed the commandment
of my mouth. 7 You shall declare to them
that they should prepare earth and water,
because I will go out in my wrath against
them, and will cover the whole face of the
earth with the feet of my army, who will
plunder them. 8Their slainwill fill their val-
leys and brooks, and the river will be filled
with their dead until it overflows. 9 I will
lead them as captives to the utmost parts
of all the earth. 10 But you shall go forth,
and take all their coasts for me first. If they
will yield themselves toyou,* thenyoumust
reserve them for me until the day of their
reproof. 11As for those who resist, your eye
shall not spare; but you shall give them up
to be slain and to be plundered in all your

* 2:10 Gr. they will yield...and you shall reserve.
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land. 12For as I live, and by the power ofmy
kingdom, I have spoken, and I will do this
with my hand. 13 Moreover, you shall not
transgress anything of the commandments
of your lord, but you shall surely accom-
plish them, as I have commanded you. You
shall not defer to do them.’ ”

14 So Holofernes went out from the pres-
ence of his lord, and called all the gover-
nors, the captains, and officers of the army
ofAsshur. 15He counted chosenmen for the
battle, as his lord had commanded him, to
one hundred twenty thousand, with twelve
thousand archers on horseback. 16 He ar-
ranged themas a greatmultitude is ordered
for thewar. 17He took camels, donkeys, and
mules for their baggage, an exceedingly
greatmultitude, and sheep, oxen, and goats
without number for their provision, 18 and
a large supply of rations for everyman, and
a huge amount of gold and silver out of the
king’s house. 19He went out, he and all his
army, on their journey, to go before King
Nebuchadnezzar, and to cover all the face
of the earth westward with their chariots,
horsemen, and chosen footmen. 20 A great
company of various nations went out with
them like locusts and like the sand of the
earth. For they could not be counted by
reason of their multitude.

21 And they departed out of Nineveh
three days’ journey toward the plain of Bec-
tileth, and encamped from Bectileth near
the mountain which is at the left hand of
the Upper Cilicia. 22 And he took all his
army, his footmen, horsemen, and chari-
ots, and went away from there into the hill
country, 23 and destroyed Put and Lud, and
plundered all the children of Rasses and the
children of Ishmael, which were along the
wilderness to the south of the land of the
Chellians. 24 And he went over Euphrates,
andwent throughMesopotamia, and broke
down all the high cities that were upon the
river Arbonai, until you come to the sea.
25And he took possession of the borders of
Cilicia, and killed all who resisted him, and
came to the borders of Japheth, whichwere
toward the south, opposite Arabia. 26 He
surrounded all the children of Midian, and
set their tents on fire, and plundered their
sheepfolds. 27He went down into the plain
of Damascus in the days of wheat harvest,
and set all their fields on fire, and utterly
destroyed theirflocksandherds, plundered
their cities, laid their plains waste, and
struck all their young men with the edge of
the sword.

28 And the fear and the dread of him fell
upon thosewho lived on the sea coast, upon
those who were in Sidon and Tyre, those
who lived in Sur and Ocina, and all who

lived in Jemnaan. Those who lived in Azo-
tus and Ascalon feared him exceedingly.

3
1 And they sent to him messengers with

words of peace, saying, 2 “Behold, we the
servants of Nebuchadnezzar the great king
lie before you. Use us as it is pleasing in
your sight. 3 Behold, our dwellings, and all
our country, and all our fields ofwheat, and
our flocks and herds, and all the sheepfolds
of our tents, lie before your face. Use them
as it may please you. 4 Behold, even our
cities and thosewho dwell in themare your
servants. Come and deal with them as it is
good in your eyes.”

5 So the men came to Holofernes, and
declared to him according to these words.

6He came down toward the sea coast, he
and his army, and set garrisons in the high
cities, and took out of them chosenmen for
allies. 7They received him, they and all the
country round about them, with garlands
and dances and timbrels. 8 He cast down
all their borders, and cut down their sacred
groves. It had been given to him to destroy
all the gods of the land, that all the nations
would worship Nebuchadnezzar only, and
that all their tongues and their tribeswould
call upon him as a god.

9 Then he came toward Esdraelon near
to Dotaea, which is opposite the great ridge
of Judea. 10 He encamped between Geba
and Scythopolis. He was there a whole
month, that hemight gather together all the
baggage of his army.

4
1The children of Israelwho lived in Judea

heard all that Holofernes the chief captain
of Nebuchadnezzar king of the Assyrians
had done to the nations, and how he had
plundered all their temples and destroyed
them utterly. 2 They were exceedingly
afraid at his approach, and were troubled
for Jerusalemand for the templeof theLord
their God; 3 because they had newly come
up from the captivity, and all the people of
Judeawere recently gathered together; and
the vessels, the altar, and the house were
sanctified after being profaned.

4 And they sent into every coast of
Samaria, toKonae, toBeth-horon, Belmaim,
Jericho, to Choba, Aesora, and to the valley
of Salem; 5 and they occupied beforehand
all the tops of the high mountains, fortified
the villages that were in them, and stored
supplies for the provision of war, for their
fieldswere newly reaped. 6 Joakim the high
priest, who was in those days at Jerusalem,
wrote to those who lived in Bethulia and
Betomesthaim,which is opposite Esdraelon
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toward the plain that is near to Dothaim,
7 charging them to seize upon the ascents
of the hill country; because by them was
the entrance into Judea, and it was easy to
stop them from approaching, inasmuch as
the approach was narrow, with space for
two men at the most. 8 And the children
of Israel did as Joakim the high priest had
commanded them, as did the senate of all
the people of Israel, whichwas in session at
Jerusalem.

9 And every man of Israel cried to God
with great earnestness, and with great
earnestness they humbled their souls.
10 They, their wives, their children, their
cattle, and every sojourner, hireling, and
servant bought with their money put
sackcloth on their loins. 11 Every man
and woman of Israel, including the little
children and the inhabitants of Jerusalem,
fell prostrate before the temple, cast
ashes upon their heads, and spread out
their sackcloth before the Lord. They
put sackcloth around the altar. 12 They
cried to the God of Israel earnestly with
one consent, that he would not give their
children as prey, their wives as plunder, the
cities of their inheritance to destruction,
and the sanctuary to being profaned and
being made a reproach, for the nations to
rejoice at. 13 The Lord heard their voice,
and looked at their affliction. The people
continued fasting many days in all Judea
and Jerusalem before the sanctuary of the
Lord Almighty. 14 And Joakim the high
priest, and all the priests who stood before
the Lord, and those who ministered to the
Lord, had their loins dressed in sackcloth
and offered the continual burnt offering,
the vows, and the free gifts of the people.
15 They had ashes on their turbans. They
cried to the Lord with all their power, that
he would look upon all the house of Israel
for good.

5
1 Holofernes, the chief captain of the

army of Asshur, was told that the children
of Israel had prepared for war, had shut up
the passages of the hill country, had forti-
fied all the tops of the high hills, and had
set up barricades in the plains. 2 Then he
was exceedingly angry, and he called all the
princes of Moab, the captains of Ammon,
and all the governors of the sea coast, 3 and
he said to them, “Tell me now, you sons of
Canaan, who are these people who dwell
in the hill country? What are the cities
that they inhabit? How large is their army?
Where is their power and their strength?

What king is set over them, to be the leader
of their army? 4Whyhave they turned their
backs, that they should not come and meet
me, more than all who dwell in the west?”

5 Then Achior, the leader of all the chil-
dren of Ammon, said to him, “Let my lord
now hear a word from the mouth of your
servant, and I will tell you the truth con-
cerning these people who dwell in this hill
country, near to the place where you dwell.
No lie will come out of the mouth of your
servant. 6These people are descended from
the Chaldeans. 7 They sojourned before
this in Mesopotamia, because they didn’t
want to follow the gods of their fathers,
which were in the land of the Chaldeans.
8 They departed from the way of their par-
ents, and worshiped the God of heaven,
the God whom they knew. Their parents
cast them out from the face of their gods,
and they fled into Mesopotamia and so-
journed there many days. 9 Then their
God commanded them to depart from the
place where they sojourned, and to go into
the land of Canaan. They lived there, and
prospered with gold and silver, and with
exceedingly much cattle. 10Then they went
down into Egypt, for a famine covered all
the land of Canaan. They sojourned there
until they had grown up. They became
a great multitude there, so that one could
not count the population of their nation.
11 Then the king of Egypt rose up against
them, and dealt subtly with them, and
brought them low, making them labor in
brick,* and made them slaves. 12 They
cried to their God, and he struck all the
land of Egypt with incurable plagues; so
the Egyptians cast them out of their sight.
13 God dried up the Red sea before them,
14 and brought them into the way of Sinai
Kadesh-Barnea and they cast out all that
lived in the wilderness. 15They lived in the
land of the Amorites, and they destroyed by
their strength everyone in Heshbon. Pass-
ing over Jordan, they possessed all the hill
country. 16 They cast out before them the
Canaanite, the Perizzite, the Jebusite, the
Shechemite, and all the Girgashites, and
they lived in that country many days.

17 And while they didn’t sin before their
God, they prospered, because God who
hates iniquity was with them. 18 But when
they departed from the way which he ap-
pointed them, theywere destroyed inmany
severe battles, and were led captives into
a land that was not theirs. The temple of
their God was razed to the ground, and
their cities were taken by their adversaries.
19 And now they have returned to their

* 5:11 Some authorities read and he brought them lowwith clay and brick, etc.
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God, and have come up from the dispersion
where they were dispersed, and have pos-
sessed Jerusalem, where their sanctuary is,
and are settled in the hill country; for it was
desolate.

20 And now, my lord and master, if there
is any error in this people, and they sin
against their God, wewill find outwhat this
thing is in which they stumble, and we will
go up and overcome them. 21But if there is
no lawlessness in their nation, let my lord
now pass by, lest their Lord defend them,
and their God be for them, and we will be
a reproach before all the earth.”

22 It came to pass, when Achior had fin-
ished speaking these words, all the people
standing around the tent complained. The
great men of Holofernes, and all who lived
by the sea side and in Moab, said that he
should be cut to pieces. 23 For, they said,
“We will not be afraid of the children of
Israel, because, behold, they are a people
that has no power nor might to make the
battle strong. 24 Therefore now we will go
up, and they will be a prey to be devoured
by all your army, Lord Holofernes.”

6
1 And when the disturbance of the men

that were around the council had ceased,
Holofernes the chief captain of the army of
Asshur said toAchior and to all the children
of Moab* before all the people of the for-
eigners:

2 “And who are you, Achior, and the mer-
cenaries of Ephraim,† that you have proph-
esied among us as today, and have said that
we should not make war with the race of
Israel, because their Godwill defend them?
And who is God but Nebuchadnezzar? 3He
will send forth his might, and will destroy
them from the face of the earth, and their
God will not deliver them; but we his ser-
vants will strike them as one man. They
will not sustain the might of our cavalry.
4 For with them we will burn them up.
Theirmountainswill be drunkenwith their
blood. Their plains will be filled with their
dead bodies. Their footsteps will not stand
before us, but they will surely perish, says
King Nebuchadnezzar, lord of all the earth;
for he said, ‘The words that I have spoken‡
will not be in vain.’

5 But you, Achior, hireling of Ammon,
who have spoken these words in the day
of your iniquity, will see my face no more
from this day, until I amavenged of the race
of those that came out of Egypt. 6And then
the sword of my army, and the multitude

of those who serve me, will pass through
your sides, and you will fall among their
slainwhen I return. 7Thenmy servantswill
bring you back into the hill country, and
will set you in one of the cities by the passes.
8Youwill not perish until you are destroyed
with them. 9And if you hope in your heart
that they will not be taken, don’t let your
countenance fall. I have spoken it, andnone
of mywords will fall to the ground.”

10 Then Holofernes commanded his ser-
vants who waited in his tent to take Achior,
and bring him back to Bethulia, and deliver
him into the hands of the children of Israel.
11 So his servants took him, and brought
him out of the camp into the plain, and they
moved from themidst of the plains into the
hill country, and came to the springs that
were under Bethulia. 12When the men of
the city saw them on the top of the hill,
they took up their weapons, and went out
of the city against them to the top of the
hill. Every man that used a sling kept them
from coming up, and threw stones at them.
13 They took cover under the hill, bound
Achior, cast him down, left him at the foot
of the hill, and went away to their lord.

14 But the children of Israel descended
from their city, and came to him, un-
tied him, led him away into Bethulia, and
presented him to the rulers of their city,
15whichwere in those days Ozias the son of
Micah, of the tribe of Simeon, and Chabris
the son of Gothoniel, and Charmis the son
of Melchiel. 16Then they called together all
the elders of the city; and all their young
men ran together, with their women, to
the assembly. They set Achior in the midst
of all their people. Then Ozias asked him
what had happened. 17 He answered and
declared to them the words of the council
of Holofernes, and all the words that he
had spoken in the midst of the princes of
the children of Asshur, and all the great
words that Holofernes had spoken against
the house of Israel. 18 Then the people
fell down and worshiped God, and cried,
saying, 19 “O Lord God of heaven, behold
their arrogance, and pity the low estate of
our race. Look upon the face of those who
are sanctified to you this day.” 20They com-
forted Achior, and praised him exceedingly.
21 Then Ozias took him out of the assembly
into his house, and made a feast for the
elders. They called on the God of Israel for
help all that night.

7
1ThenextdayHolofernes commandedall

* 6:1 Some authorities read Ammon. Compare ver. 5. † 6:2 Some authorities read Ammon. Compare ver. 5.
‡ 6:4 Gr. he has spoken.



Judith 7:2 750 Judith 7:28

his army and all the people who had come
to be his allies, that they should move their
camp toward Bethulia, seize the passes of
the hill country, and make war against the
children of Israel. 2 Every mighty man of
them moved that day. The army of their
men ofwarwas one hundred seventy thou-
sand footmen, plus twelve thousand horse-
men, besides the baggage and the men
who were on foot among them—an exceed-
ingly great multitude. 3 They encamped in
the valley near Bethulia, by the fountain.
They spread themselves in breadth over
Dothaim even to Belmaim, and in length
from Bethulia to Cyamon, which is near
Esdraelon.

4But thechildrenof Israel,when they saw
the multitude of them, were terrified, and
everyone said to his neighbor, “Now these
men will lick up the face of all the earth.
Neither the high mountains, nor the val-
leys, nor the hills will be able to bear their
weight. 5Everyman took uphisweapons of
war, and when they had kindled fires upon
their towers, they remained and watched
all that night.

6Buton the seconddayHolofernes ledout
all his cavalry in the sight of the children
of Israel which were in Bethulia, 7 viewed
the ascents to their city, and searched out
the springs of thewaters, seizedupon them,
and set garrisons of men of war over them.
Then he departed back to his people.

8 All the rulers of the children of Esau,
all the leaders of the people of Moab, and
the captains of the sea coast came to him
and said, 9 “Let our lord now hear a word,
that there not be losses in your army. 10For
this people of the children of Israel do not
trust in their spears, but in the height of
the mountains wherein they dwell, for it
is not easy to come up to the tops of their
mountains. 11And now, my lord, don’t fight
against them as men fight who join battle,
and there will not so much as one man
of your people perish. 12 Remain in your
camp, and keep every man of your army
safe. Let your servants get possession of the
water spring, which flows from the foot of
themountain, 13because all the inhabitants
of Bethulia get theirwater from there. Then
thirst will kill them, and they will give up
their city. Then we and our people will go
up to the tops of the mountains that are
near, and will camp upon them, to watch
that not oneman gets out of the city. 14They
will be consumed with famine—they, their
wives, and their children. Before the sword
comes against them they will be laid low
in the streets where they dwell. 15 And
you will pay them back with evil, because

they rebelled, and didn’t meet your face in
peace.”

16 Their words were pleasing in the sight
of Holofernes and in the sight of all his
servants; and he ordered them to do as
they had spoken. 17 And the army of the
children of Ammon moved, and with them
five thousand of the children of Asshur,
and they encamped in the valley. They
seized the waters and the springs of the
waters of the children of Israel. 18 The chil-
dren of Esau went up with the children of
Ammon, and encamped in the hill country
near Dothaim. They sent some of them
toward the south, and toward the east, near
Ekrebel, which is near Chusi, that is upon
the brook Mochmur. The rest of the army
of theAssyrians encamped in the plain, and
covered all the face of the land. Their tents
and baggagewere pitched upon it in a great
crowd. They were an exceedingly great
multitude.

19The children of Israel cried to the Lord
their God, for their spirit fainted; for all
their enemies had surrounded them. There
wasnoway toescapeout fromamong them.
20All the army of Asshur remained around
them, their footmen and their chariots and
their horsemen, for thirty-four days. All
their vessels of water ran dry for all the in-
habitants of Bethulia. 21 The cisterns were
emptied, and they had no water to drink
theirfill for oneday; for they rationeddrink
by measure. 22 Their young children were
discouraged. The women and the young
men fainted for thirst. They fell down in the
streets of the city, and in the passages of the
gates. There was no longer any strength in
them.

23 All the people, including the young
men, the women, and the children, were
gathered together against Ozias, and
against the rulers of the city. They cried
with a loud voice, and said before all the
elders, 24 “God be judge between all of
you and us, because you have done us
great wrong, in that you have not spoken
words of peace with the children of Asshur.
25 Now we have no helper; but God has
sold us into their hands, that we should be
laid low before them with thirst and great
destruction. 26 And now summon them,
and deliver up the whole city as prey to the
people of Holofernes, and to all his army.
27 For it is better for us to be captured by
them. Forwewill be servants, andour souls
will live, and we will not see the death of
our babies before our eyes, and our wives
and our children fainting in death. 28 We
take to witness against you the heaven and
the earth, and our God and the Lord of our
fathers, who punishes us according to our
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sins and the sins of our fathers. Dowhatwe
have said today!”

29And therewas greatweepingof allwith
one consent in the midst of the assembly;
and they cried to the Lord God with a loud
voice. 30And Ozias said to them, “Brethren,
be of good courage! Let us endurefivemore
days, during which the Lord our God will
turn his mercy toward us; for he will not
forsake us utterly. 31But if these days pass,
and no help comes to us, I will do what you
say.” 32Then he dispersed the people, every
man to his own camp; and they went away
to thewalls and towers of their city. He sent
the women and children into their houses.
They were brought very low in the city.

8
1 In those days Judith heard about this.

She was the daughter of Merari, the son of
Ox, the son of Joseph, the son of Oziel, the
son of Elkiah, the son of Ananias, the son
of Gideon, the son of Raphaim, the son of
Ahitub, the son of Elihu, the son of Eliab,
the son of Nathanael, the son of Salamiel,
the son of Salasadai, the son of Israel. 2Her
husband was Manasses, of her tribe and of
her family. He died in the days of barley
harvest. 3 For he stood over those who
bound sheaves in the field, and was over-
come by the burning heat, and he fell on
his bed, and died in his city Bethulia. So
they buried himwith his fathers in the field
which is between Dothaim and Balamon.
4 Judith was a widow in her house three
years and fourmonths. 5Shemadeherself a
tent upon the roof of her house, and put on
sackcloth upon her loins. The garments of
her widowhood were upon her. 6 And she
fasted all the days of her widowhood, ex-
cept the eves of the Sabbaths, the Sabbaths,
the eves of the newmoons, the newmoons,
and the feasts and joyful days of the house
of Israel. 7 She was beautiful in appear-
ance, and lovely to behold. Her husband
Manasses had left her gold, silver, menser-
vants, maidservants, cattle, and lands. She
remained on those lands. 8 No one said
anything evil about her, for she feared God
exceedingly.

9 She heard the evil words of the people
against the governor, because they fainted
for lack of water; and Judith heard all the
words that Ozias spoke to them, how he
swore to them that hewoulddeliver the city
to the Assyrians after five days. 10 So she
sent her maid, who was over all things that
she had, to summon Ozias, Chabris, and
Charmis, the elders of her city. 11They came
to her, and she said to them, “Hear me now,
O you rulers of the inhabitants of Bethulia!
For your word that you have spoken before

the people this day is not right. You have
set the oath which you have pronounced
between God and you, and have promised
to deliver the city to our enemies, unless
within these days the Lord turns to help
you. 12 Now who are you that you have
tested God this day, and stand in the place
of God among the children of men? 13Now
try the Lord Almighty, and you will never
know anything. 14 For you will not find the
depth of the heart of man, and you will not
perceive the things that he thinks. How
will you search out God, who has made
all these things, and know his mind, and
comprehend his purpose? No, my kindred,
don’t provoke the Lord our God to anger!
15For if he has not decided to help uswithin
these five days, he has power to defend us
in such time as he will, or to destroy us
before the face of our enemies. 16But don’t
you pledge the counsels of the Lord our
God! For God is not like a human being,
that he should be threatened, neither is he
like a son of man, that he should be won
over by pleading. 17Therefore let’s wait for
the salvation that comes from him, and call
upon him to help us. Hewill hear our voice,
if it pleases him. 18 For there arose none
in our age, neither is there any of us today,
tribe, or kindred, or family, or city, which
worship gods made with hands, as it was
in the former days; 19 for which cause our
fathers were given to the sword, and for
plunder, and fell with a great destruction
before our enemies. 20 But we know no
other god beside him. Therefore we hope
that he will not despise us, nor any of our
race. 21 For if we are captured, all Judea
will be captured and our sanctuary will be
plundered; and he will require our blood
for profaning it. 22 The slaughter of our
kindred, the captivity of the land, and the
desolation of our inheritance, he will bring
on our heads among theGentiles, wherever
wewill be inbondage. Wewill beanoffense
and a reproach to those who take us for
a possession. 23 For our bondage will not
be ordered to favor; but the Lord our God
will turn it to dishonor. 24 And now, kin-
dred, let’s show an example to our kindred,
because their soul depends on us, and the
sanctuary, the house, and the altar depend
on us. 25 Besides all this let’s give thanks
to the Lord our God, who tries us, even as
he did our fathers also. 26 Remember all
the things which he did to Abraham, and
all the things in which he tried Isaac, and
all the things which happened to Jacob in
Mesopotamia of Syria, when he kept the
sheep of Laban his mother’s brother. 27 For
he has not tried us in the fire, as he did
them, to search out their hearts, neither
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has he taken vengeance on us; but the Lord
scourges those who come near to him, to
admonish them.”

28AndOzias said to her, “All that youhave
spoken, you have spokenwith a good heart.
There is no one who will deny your words.
29 For this is not the first day wherein your
wisdom is manifested; but from the begin-
ningof yourdaysall thepeoplehaveknown
your understanding, because the disposi-
tion of your heart is good. 30But the people
were exceedingly thirsty, and compelled us
to do as we spoke to them, and to bring
an oath upon ourselves, which we will not
break. 31And now pray for us, because you
are a godly woman, and the Lord will send
us rain to fill our cisterns, and we will faint
nomore.”

32Then Judith said to them, “Hearme, and
I will do a thing, which will go down to all
generations among the childrenof our race.
33 You shall all stand at the gate tonight. I
will go out with my maid. Within the days
afterwhich you said that youwould deliver
the city toourenemies, theLordwill deliver
Israel by my hand. 34 But you shall not
inquire ofmy act; for I will not tell you until
the things are finished that I will do.”

35 Then Ozias and the rulers said to her,
“Go in peace. May the Lord God be before
you, to take vengeance on our enemies.”
36 So they returned from the tent, and went
to their stations.

9
1 But Judith fell upon her face, and put

ashes upon her head, and uncovered the
sackcloth with which she was clothed. The
incense of that evening was now being of-
fered at Jerusalem in the house of God, and
Judith cried to the Lord with a loud voice,
andsaid, 2“OLordGodofmyfatherSimeon,
into whose hand you gave a sword to take
vengeance on the strangers who loosened
the belt of a virgin to defile her, uncovered
her thigh to her shame, and profaned her
womb to her reproach; for you said, ‘It shall
not be so;’ and they did so. 3 Therefore
you gave their rulers to be slain, and their
bed, which was ashamed for her who was
deceived,* to be dyed in blood, and struck
the servants with their masters, and the
mastersupon their thrones; 4andgave their
wives for a prey, and their daughters to be
captives, and all their spoils to be divided
among your dear children; which were
moved with zeal for you, and abhorred the
pollution of their blood, and called upon
you for aid. O God, O my God, hear me
also who am a widow. 5 For you did the

things that were before those things, and
those things, and such as come after; and
you planned the things which are now, and
the things which are to come. The things
which you planned came to pass. 6 Yes, the
things which you determined stood before
you, and said, ‘Behold, we are here; for
all your ways are prepared, and your judg-
ment is with foreknowledge.’ 7 For, behold,
the Assyrians aremultiplied in their power.
They are exaltedwith horse and rider. They
wereproudof the strengthof their footmen.
They have trusted in shield, spear, bow, and
sling. They don’t know that you are the
Lord who breaks the battles. ‘The Lord’ is
your name. 8 Break their strength in your
power, and bring down their force in your
wrath; for they intend toprofaneyour sanc-
tuary, and to defile the tabernacle where
your gloriousnamerests, and todestroy the
horn of your altar with the sword. 9 Look
at their pride, and send your wrath upon
their heads. Give into my hand, which am
a widow, the might that I have conceived.
10 Strike by the deceit of my lips the servant
with the prince, and the prince with his
servant. Breakdown their arroganceby the
hand of awoman. 11For your power stands
not in numbers, nor your might in strong
men, but you are a God of the afflicted. You
areahelperof theoppressed, ahelperof the
weak, a protector of the forsaken, a savior
of those who are without hope. 12 Please,
please, God of my father, and God of the
inheritance of Israel, Lord of the heavens
and of the earth, Creator of the waters,
King of all your creation, hear my prayer.
13 Make my speech and deceit to be their
wound and bruise, who intend hard things
against your covenant, yourholy house, the
top of Zion, and the house of the possession
of your children. 14Make every nation and
tribe of yours to know that you are God, the
Godofall powerandmight, and that there is
no other who protects the race of Israel but
you.”

10
1 It came to pass, when she had ceased

to cry to the God of Israel, and had fin-
ished saying all these words, 2 that she rose
up where she had fallen down, called her
maid, and went down into the house that
she lived on the Sabbath days and on her
feast days. 3 She pulled off the sackcloth
which she had put on, took off the garments
of her widowhood, washed her body all
over with water, anointed herself with rich
ointment, braided the hair of her head, and
put a tiara upon it. She put on her garments

* 9:3 Some authorities read which was ashamed for their deceit that they practiced.
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of gladness, which she used to wear in the
days of the life of Manasses her husband.
4 She took sandals for her feet, and put on
her anklet, bracelets, rings, earrings, and
all her jewelry. She made herself very
beautiful to deceive the eyes of allmenwho
would see her. 5She gavehermaid a leather
container of wine and a flask of oil, and
filledabagwith roastedgrain, lumpsoffigs,
and fine bread. She packed all her vessels
together, and laid them upon her.

6 They went out to the gate of the city of
Bethulia, and found Ozias and the elders of
the city, Chabris and Charmis standing by
it. 7 But when they saw her, that her coun-
tenance was altered and her apparel was
changed, they were greatly astonished by
her beauty and said toher, 8“May theGodof
our fathers give you favor, and accomplish
yourpurposes to the glory of the childrenof
Israel, and to the exaltation of Jerusalem.”
Then she worshiped God, 9 and said to

them, “Command that they open the gate of
the city for me, and I will go out to accom-
plish the things you spoke withme about.”
And they commanded the young men to

open to her, as she had spoken; 10 and they
did so.
Then Judith went out, she, and her hand-

maid with her. Themen of the city watched
her until she had gone down themountain,
until she had passed the valley, and they
could seehernomore. 11Theywent straight
onward in the valley. The watch of the
Assyrians met her; 12 and they took her,
and asked her, “Of what people are you?
Where are you coming from? Where are
you going?”
Shesaid, “I amadaughterof theHebrews.

I am fleeing away from their presence, be-
cause they are about to be given you to be
consumed. 13 I am coming into the pres-
ence ofHolofernes the chief captain of your
army, to declare words of truth. I will show
himaway that he can go andwin all the hill
country, and there will not be lacking of his
men one person, nor one life.”

14 Now when the men heard her words,
and considered her countenance, the
beauty thereof was exceedingly marvelous
in their eyes. They said to her, 15 “You have
saved your life, in that you have hurried to
come down to the presence of our master.
Now come to his tent. Some of us will guide
you until they deliver you into his hands.
16 But when* you stand before him, don’t
be afraid in your heart, but declare to him
what you just said, and he will treat you
well.” 17 They chose out of them a hundred
men, and appointed them to accompany

her and her maid; and they brought them
to the tent of Holofernes.

18 And there was great excitement
throughout all the camp, for her coming
was reported among the tents. They came
and surrounded her as she stood outside
Holofernes’ tent, until they told him about
her. 19 They marveled at her beauty, and
marveled at the children of Israel because
of her. Each one said to his neighbor, “Who
would despise these people, who have
among themsuchwomen? For it is not good
that one man of them be left, seeing that, if
they are let go, they will be able to deceive
the whole earth.

20 Then the guards of Holofernes and all
his servants came out and brought her into
the tent. 21 And Holofernes was resting
upon his bed under the canopy, which was
woven with purple, gold, emeralds, and
precious stones. 22And they told him about
her; and he came out into the space before
his tent,with silver lamps goingbeforehim.
23 But when Judith had come before him
and his servants, they all marveled at the
beauty of her countenance. She fell down
upon her face and bowed down to him, but
his servants raised her up.

11
1 Holofernes said to her, “Woman, take

courage. Don’t be afraid in your heart;
for I never hurt anyone who has chosen to
serve Nebuchadnezzar, the king of all the
earth. 2And now, if your people who dwell
in the hill country had not slighted me, I
would not have lifted up my spear against
them; but they have done these things to
themselves. 3And now tell mewhy you fled
from them and came to us; for you have
come to save yourself. Take courage! You
will live tonight, andhereafter; 4 for there is
no one thatwill wrong you, but allwill treat
you well, as is done to the servants of King
Nebuchadnezzar my lord.”

5 And Judith said to him, “Receive the
words of your servant, and let your hand-
maid speak in your presence, and I won’t
lie to my lord tonight. 6 If you will fol-
low the words of your handmaid, God will
bring the thing to pass perfectly with you;
and my lord will not fail to accomplish his
purposes. 7 As Nebuchadnezzar king of
all the earth lives, and as his power lives,
who has sent you for the preservation of
every living thing, not only do men serve
him by you, but also the beasts of the field,
the cattle, and the birds of the sky will live
through your strength, in the time of Neb-
uchadnezzar and of all his house. 8 For we
have heard of your wisdom and the subtle

* 10:16 Gr. if.
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plans of your soul. It has been reported
in all the earth that you only are brave in
all the kingdom, mighty in knowledge, and
wonderful in feats of war. 9 And now as
concerning the matter which Achior spoke
in your council, we have heard his words;
for the men of Bethulia saved him, and he
declared to them all that he had spoken
before you. 10Therefore, O lord andmaster,
don’t neglect his word, but lay it up in your
heart, for it is true; for our race will not
be punished, neither will the sword prevail
against them, unless they sin against their
God. 11 And now, that my lord may not
be defeated and frustrated in his purpose,
and that deathmay fall upon them, their sin
has overtaken them, wherewith they will
provoke their God to anger, whenever they
do wickedness. 12 Since their food failed
them, and all their water was scant, they
took counsel to kill their livestock, and de-
termined to consumeall those thingswhich
God charged them by his laws that they
should not eat. 13 They are resolved to
spend the first fruits of the grain and the
tithes of the wine and the oil, which they
had sanctified and reserved for the priests
who stand before the face of our God in
Jerusalem, which it is not fitting for any of
the people so much as to touch with their
hands. 14Theyhave sent some to Jerusalem,
because they also that dwell there have
done this thing, to bring them permission
from the council of elders. 15 When these
instructions come to them and they do it,
they will be given to you to be destroyed
the same day. 16 Therefore I your servant,
knowing all this, fled away from their pres-
ence. God sent me to work things with you,
at which all the earth will be astonished,
even asmany as hear it. 17For your servant
is religious, and serves the God of heaven
day and night. Now, my lord, I will stay
with you; and your servant will go out by
night into the valley. I will pray to God, and
he will tell me when they have committed
their sins. 18 Then I will come and tell you.
Then you can go outwith all your army, and
there will be none of them that will resist
you. 19And Iwill leadyou through themidst
of Judea, until you come to Jerusalem. I will
set your throne in the midst of it. You will
drive them as sheep that have no shepherd,
and a dog will not so much as open his
mouth before you; for these things were
told me according to my foreknowledge,
and were declared to me, and I was sent to
tell you.”

20 Her words were pleasing in the sight
of Holofernes and of all his servants. They
marveledatherwisdom, and said, 21“There
is not such a woman from one end of the

earth to the other, for beauty of face and
wisdom of words.”

22 Holofernes said to her, “God did well
to send you before the people, that might
would be in our hands, and destruction
among those who slighted my lord. 23 And
nowyouarebeautiful in your countenance,
and wise in your words. If you will do as
you have spoken, your God will be my God,
and you will dwell in the palace of King
Nebuchadnezzar, and will be renowned
through the whole earth.”

12
1 He commanded that she should be

brought inwherehis silvervesselswere set,
and asked that his servants should prepare
some of his own delicacies for her, and that
she should drink from his ownwine.

2 And Judith said, “I can’t eat of it, lest
there be an occasion of stumbling; but pro-
vision will be made for me from the things
that have comewithme.”

3 And Holofernes said to her, “But if the
things that are with you should run out,
fromwherewillwebeable togiveyoumore
like it? For there is none of your race with
us.”

4 And Judith said to him, “As your soul
lives, my lord, your servant will not use up
those things that arewithme until the Lord
works by my hand the things that he has
determined.” 5 Then Holofernes’ servants
broughther into the tent, and she slept until
midnight. Then she rose up toward the
morning watch, 6 and sent to Holofernes,
saying, “Let my lord now command that
they allow your servant to go out to pray.”

7Holofernes commanded his guards that
they should not stop her. She stayed in
the camp three days, and went out every
night into thevalleyofBethulia andwashed
herself at the fountain ofwater in the camp.
8And when she came up, she implored the
Lord God of Israel to direct her way to the
triumph of the children of his people. 9 She
came incleanandremained in the tentuntil
she ate her food toward evening.

10 It came to pass on the fourth day, that
Holofernes made a feast for his own ser-
vants only, and called none of the officers
to the banquet. 11 And he said to Bagoas
the eunuch, who had charge over all that
he had, “Gonow, andpersuade thisHebrew
womanwho iswith you that she come to us,
and eat and drink with us. 12 For behold,
it would be a disgrace if we shall let such
a woman go, not having had her company;
for if we don’t draw her to ourselves, she
will laugh us to scorn.”

13 Bagoas went from the presence of
Holofernes, and came in to her, and said,
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“Let this fair lady not fear to come to my
lord, and to behonored inhis presence, and
to drink wine and be merry with us, and to
be made this day as one of the daughters
of the children of Asshur who serve in Neb-
uchadnezzar’s palace.”

14 Judith said to him, “Who am I, that I
should contradict my lord? For whatever
would be pleasing in his eyes, I will do
speedily, and thiswill bemy joy to thedayof
my death.” 15 She arose, and decked herself
withherapparel andallherwoman’sattire;
andher servantwent and laidfleeces on the
ground for her next to Holofernes, which
she had received from Bagoas for her daily
use, that shemight sit and eat upon them.

16 Judith came in and sat down, and
Holofernes’ heart was ravished with her.
His passion was aroused, and he exceed-
ingly desired her company. He was watch-
ing for a time to deceive her from the day
that he had seen her. 17Holofernes said to
her, “Drink now, and bemerry with us.”

18 Judith said, “I will drink now, my lord,
because my life is magnified in me this day
more than all the days since I was born.”
19 Then she took and ate and drank be-
fore him what her servant had prepared.
20Holofernes took great delight in her, and
drank exceedingly much wine, more than
he had drunk at any time in one day since
he was born.

13
1 But when the evening had come, his

servants hurried to depart. Bagoas shut
the tent outside, and dismissed those who
waited from the presence of his lord. They
went away to their beds; for they were all
weary, because the feast had been long.
2 But Judith was left alone in the tent, with
Holofernes lying along upon his bed; for he
was drunk with wine. 3 Judith had said to
her servant that she should stand outside
her bedchamber, and wait for her to come
out, as she did daily; for she said she would
go out to her prayer. She spoke to Bagoas
according to the same words. 4 All went
away from her presence, and none was left
in the bedchamber, small or great. Judith,
standing by his bed, said in her heart, O
Lord God of all power, look in this hour
upon the works of my hands for the exalta-
tion of Jerusalem. 5 For now is the time to
help your inheritance, and to do the thing
that I have purposed to the destruction of
the enemies which have risen up against
us. 6 She came to the bedpost which was at
Holofernes’ head, and took down his sword
from there. 7 She drew near to the bed,
took hold of the hair of his head, and said,
“Strengthen me, O Lord God of Israel, this

day.” 8 She struck twice upon his neck with
all hermight and cut off his head, 9 tumbled
his bodydown from thebed, and tookdown
the canopy from the posts. After a little
while she went out, and gave Holofernes’
head to her maid; 10 and she put it in her
bag of food. They both went out together
to prayer, according to their custom. They
passed through the camp, circled around
that valley, and went up to the mountain of
Bethulia, and came to its gates.

11 Judith said afar off to the watchmen
at the gates, “Open, open the gate, now.
God is with us, even our God, to show his
power yet in Israel, and his might against
the enemy, as he has done even this day.”

12 It came to pass, when the men of her
city heard her voice, they made haste to
go down to the gate of their city, and they
called together the elders of the city. 13They
all ran together, both small and great, for it
seemed unbelievable to them that she had
come. They opened the gate and received
them, making a fire to give light, and sur-
rounded them. 14 She said to them with a
loud voice, “Praise God! Praise him! Praise
God, who has not taken away his mercy
from the house of Israel, but has destroyed
our enemies bymy hand tonight!”

15 Then she took the head out of the bag
and showed it, and said to them, “Behold,
the head of Holofernes, the chief captain
of the army of Asshur, and behold, the
canopy under which he laid in his drunk-
enness. The Lord struck him by the hand
of a woman. 16 And as the Lord lives, who
preserved me in my way that I went, my
countenance deceived him to his destruc-
tion, and he didn’t commit sin with me, to
defile and shameme.”

17 All the people were exceedingly
amazed, and bowed themselves, and
worshiped God, and said with one accord,
“Blessed are you, O our God, who have
this day humiliated the enemies of your
people.”

18 Ozias said to her, “Blessed are you,
daughter, in the sight of the Most High God,
above all the women upon the earth; and
blessed is the Lord God, who created the
heavens and the earth, who directed you
to cut off the head of the prince of our
enemies. 19 For your hope will not depart
from the heart of men that remember the
strength of God forever. 20 May God turn
these things to you for a perpetual praise,
to visit you with good things, because you
didn’t spare your life by reason of the af-
fliction of our race, but prevented our ruin,
walking a straight way before our God.”
And all the people said, “Amen! Amen!”
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14
1 Judith said to them, “Hear me now, my

kindred, and take this head, and hang it
upon the battlement of your wall. 2 It will
be, so soon as the morning appears, and
the sun comes up on the earth, you shall
each take up his weapons of war, and every
valiant man of you go out of the city. You
shall set a captain over them, as though
you would go down to the plain toward
the watch of the children of Asshur; but
you men shall not go down. 3 These will
take up their full armor, and shall go into
their camp and rouse up the captains of the
army of Asshur. They will run together to
Holofernes’ tent. They won’t find him. Fear
will fall upon them, and theywillfleebefore
your face. 4 You men, and all that inhabit
every border of Israel, shall pursue them
andoverthrow themas theygo. 5Butbefore
you do these things, summon Achior the
Ammonite tome, that hemay see and know
him that despised the house of Israel, and
that sent him to us, as it were to death.

6And they called Achior out of the house
of Ozias; but when he came, and saw the
head of Holofernes in a man’s hand in the
assembly of the people, he fell upon his
face, and his spirit failed. 7 But when they
had recovered him,* he fell at Judith’s feet,
bowed down to her, and said, “Blessed are
you in every tent of Judah! In every nation,
thosewhohear your namewill be troubled.
8 Now tell me all the things that you have
done in these days.”
And Judith declared tohim in themidst of

the people all the things that she had done,
from the day that she went out until the
time that she spoke to them. 9 But when
she finished speaking, the people shouted
with a loud voice, and made a joyful noise
in their city. 10But when Achior saw all the
things that theGodof Israelhaddone, hebe-
lieved in God exceedingly, and circumcised
the flesh of his foreskin, and was joined to
the house of Israel, to this day.

11But as soon as the morning arose, they
hanged the head of Holofernes upon the
wall, and every man took up his weapons,
and theywent forth by bands to the ascents
of the mountain. 12 But when the children
of Asshur saw them, they sentword to their
leaders, and theywent to their captains and
tribunes, and to every one of their rulers.
13They came toHolofernes’ tent, and said to
himthatwasoverall thathehad, “Wakeour
lord up, now, for the slaves have been bold
to come down against us to battle, that they
may be utterly destroyed.”

14 Bagoas went in, and knocked at the
outer door of the tent; for he supposed
that Holofernes was sleeping with Judith.
15 But when no one answered, he opened
it, went into the bedchamber, and found
him cast upon the threshold dead; and his
head had been taken from him. 16He cried
with a loud voice, with weeping, groaning,
and shouting, and tore his garments. 17He
entered into the tent where Judith lodged,
and he didn’t find her. He leaped out to
the people, and cried aloud, 18 “The slaves
have dealt treacherously! One woman of
the Hebrews has brought shame upon the
house of King Nebuchadnezzar; for, be-
hold, Holofernes lies upon the ground, and
his head is not on him!”

19 But when the rulers of the army of
Asshur heard this, they tore their tunics,
and their souls were troubled exceedingly.
There were cries and an exceedingly great
noise in themidst of the camp.

15
1 When those who were in the tents

heard, they were amazed at what hap-
pened. 2Trembling and fear fell upon them,
andnomandaredstayanymore in the sight
of his neighbor, but rushing out with one
accord, they fled into everyway of the plain
and of the hill country. 3 Those who had
encamped in the hill country round about
Bethulia fled away. And then the children
of Israel, every one who was a warrior
among them, rushedoutupon them. 4Ozias
sent to Betomasthaim, Bebai, Chobai, and
Chola, and to every border of Israel, to
tell about the things that had been accom-
plished, and that all should rush upon their
enemies to destroy them. 5 But when the
children of Israel heard this, they all fell
upon them with one accord, and struck
them to Chobai. Yes, and in like manner
also, people from Jerusalem and from all
the hill country came (for men had told
them about what happened in their ene-
mies’ camp), and those who were in Gilead
and in Galilee fell upon their flank with a
great slaughter, until they were past Dam-
ascus and its borders. 6 The rest of the
people who lived at Bethulia fell upon the
camp of Asshur, and plundered them, and
were enriched exceedingly. 7 The children
of Israel returned from the slaughter, and
got possession of that which remained. The
villages and the cities that were in the hill
country and in the plain country tookmany
spoils; for there was an exceedingly great
supply.

* 14:7 Many authorities read he had recovered himself.



Judith 15:8 757 Judith 16:17

8 Joakim the high priest, and the el-
ders of the children of Israel who lived
in Jerusalem, came to see the good things
which the Lord had showed to Israel, and
to see Judith and to greet her. 9 When
they came to her, they all blessed her with
one accord, and said to her, “You are the
exaltation of Jerusalem! You are the great
glory of Israel! Youare the great rejoicing of
our race! 10 You have done all these things
by your hand. You have done with Israel
the things that are good, and God is pleased
with it. May you be blessed by the Almighty
Lord forever!”
And all the people said, “Amen!”
11 And the people plundered the camp

for thirty days; and they gave Holofernes’
tent to Judith, along with all his silver cups,
his beds, his bowls, and all his furniture.
She took them, placed them on her mule,
prepared her wagons, and piled them on it.

12 And all the women of Israel ran to-
gether to see her; and they blessed her, and
made a dance among them for her. She
took branches in her hand, and distributed
them to the women who were with her.*
13 Then they made themselves garlands of
olive, she and thosewhowerewith her, and
she went before all the people in the dance,
leading all thewomen. All themen of Israel
followed in their armor with garlands, and
with songs in their mouths.

16
1 And Judith began to sing this song of

thanksgiving in all Israel, and all the people
sang with loud voices this song of praise.
2 Judith said,
“Begin a song to my Godwith timbrels.

Sing to my Lord with cymbals.
Makemelody to himwith psalmandpraise.

Exalt him, and call upon his name.
3For theLord is theGod that crushesbattles.

For in his armies in the midst of the
people,

he delivered me out of the hand of
those who persecutedme.

4 Asshur came out of the mountains from
the north.

He came with ten thousands of his
army.

Its multitude stopped the torrents.
Their horsemen covered the hills.

5Hesaid that hewouldburnupmyborders,
kill my youngmenwith the sword,
throw my nursing children to the
ground,

give my infants up as prey,
andmakemy virgins a plunder.

6 “TheAlmighty Lord brought them to noth-
ing by the hand of a woman.

7 For their mighty one didn’t fall by
youngmen,

neither did sons of the Titans strike
him.

Tall giants didn’t attack him,
but Judith the daughter ofMerarimade
him weak with the beauty of her
countenance.

8 “For she put off the apparel of her widow-
hood

for the exaltation of those who were
distressed in Israel.

She anointed her face with ointment,
bound her hair in a tiara,
and took a linen garment to deceive
him.

9Her sandal ravished his eye.
Her beauty took his soul prisoner.
The sword passed through his neck.

10 “The Persians quaked at her daring.
The Medes were daunted at her bold-
ness.

11 “Thenmy lowly ones shouted aloud.
My oppressed people were terrified
and trembled for fear.

They lifted up their voices and the en-
emy fled.

12 The children of slave-girls pierced them
through,

and wounded them as fugitives’ chil-
dren.

They perished by the army of my Lord.

13 “I will sing to my God a new song:
O Lord, you are great and glorious,
marvelous in strength, invincible.

14Let all your creation serve you;
for you spoke, and they weremade.

You sent out your spirit, and it built them.
There is no one who can resist your
voice.

15 For the mountains will be moved from
their foundations with the waters,

and the rocks will melt as wax at your
presence:

But you are yet merciful to those who
fear you.

16For all sacrifice is little for a sweet savor,
and all the fat is very little for a whole
burnt offering to you;

but he who fears the Lord is great con-
tinually.

17 “Woe to the nations who rise up against
my race!

The Lord Almightywill take vengeance
on them in the day of judgment

* 15:12 Compare 2Maccabees 10:7.
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and put fire and worms in their flesh;
and they will weep and feel their pain
forever.”

18 Now when they came to Jerusalem,
theyworshipedGod. When thepeoplewere
purified, they offered their whole burnt of-
ferings, their free will offerings, and their
gifts. 19 Judith dedicated all Holofernes’
stuff, which the people had given her, and
gave the canopy, which she had taken for
herself out of his bedchamber, for a gift to
the Lord.

20 And the people continued feasting in
Jerusalem before the sanctuary for three
months, and Judith remained with them.

21After these days, everyone departed to
his own inheritance. Judith went away to
Bethulia, and remained in her own posses-
sion, and was honorable in her time in all
the land. 22Many desired her, but no man
knew her all the days of her life from the
day that Manasses her husband died and
was gathered tohis people. 23She increased
in greatness exceedingly; and she grew old
in her husband’s house, to one hundred
five years. She let her maid go free. Then
she died in Bethulia. They buried her in
the cave of her husband Manasses. 24 The
house of Israelmourned for her sevendays.
Shedistributedher goods before shedied to
all those who were nearest of kin to Man-
asses her husband, and to those who were
nearest ofherownkindred. 25Therewasno
one who made the children of Israel afraid
anymore in thedaysof Judith, nor fora long
time after her death.
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Esther
translated from the Greek

Septuagint
Introduction

The book of Esther in the Greek Septu-
agint contains 5 additions that the tradi-
tional Hebrew text doesn’t have. These
additions are recognized as Deuterocanon-
ical Scripture by the Roman Catholic, Greek
Orthodox, andRussianOrthodoxChurches.
Those additions are enclosed in [square
brackets]. Because the additions by them-
selvesmake little sensewithout thebroader
contextof thebook,wepresentherea trans-
lation of the whole book of Esther from the
Greek.
We have chosen not to distract the reader

with confusing out-of-order chapter num-
bers that would result from using the KJV
versification, but rather merge these 5 ad-
ditions as extensions at the beginning of 1:1
and after 3:13, 4:17, 8:12, and 10:3. This
makes some verses (1:1, 5:1, and 8:12) re-
ally long, but it also makes the verses line
up with the same verse numbers in Esther
as translated from the traditional Hebrew
text. Some of the proper names in this book
have been changed to the more familiar
Hebrew form instead of the direct translit-
eration from the Greek.

1 [In the second year of the reign of Aha-
suerus the great king, on the first day of
Nisan, Mordecai the son of Jair, the son
of Shimei, the son of Kish, of the tribe of
Benjamin, a Jew dwelling in the city Susa,
a great man, serving in the king’s palace,
saw a vision. Now he was one of the cap-
tives whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Baby-
lon had carried captive from Jerusalem
with Jeconiah the king of Judea. This was
his dream: Behold, voices and a noise,
thunders and earthquake, tumult upon the
earth. And, behold, two great serpents
came out, both ready for conflict. A great
voice came from them. Every nation was
prepared for battle by their voice, even to
fight against the nation of the just. Behold,
a day of darkness and blackness, suffering
and anguish, affection and tumult upon
the earth. And all the righteous nation
was troubled, fearing their own afflictions.
They prepared to die, and cried to God.
Something like a great river from a little
spring with much water, came from their
cry. Light and the sun arose, and the lowly
were exalted, and devoured the honorable.

Mordecai, who had seen this vision and
what God desired to do, having arisen, kept
it in his heart, and desired by all means to
interpret it, even until night.
Mordecai rested quietly in the palace

with Gabatha and Tharrha the king’s two
chamberlains, eunuchs who guarded the
palace. He heard their conversation and
searched out their plans. He learned that
they were preparing to lay hands on King
Ahasuerus; and he informed the king con-
cerning them. The king examined the
two chamberlains. They confessed, and
were led away and executed. The king
wrote these things for a record. Morde-
cai also wrote concerning these matters.
The king commanded Mordecai to serve in
the palace, and gave gifts for this service.
But Haman the son of Hammedatha the
Bougean was honored in the sight of the
king, and he endeavored to harmMordecai
and his people, because of the king’s two
chamberlains.]
* And it came to pass after these things†

in the days of Ahasuerus, —(this Aha-
suerus ruled over one hundred twenty-
seven provinces from India)— 2 in those
days, when King Ahasuerus was on the
throne in the city of Susa, 3 in the third year
of his reign, he made a feast for his friends,
for people from the rest of the nations, for
the nobles of the Persians and Medes, and
for the chief of the local governors. 4After
this—afterhehad shown them thewealth of
his kingdom and the abundant glory of his
wealth during one hundred eighty days—
5when the days of the wedding feast were
completed, the kingmade a banquet lasting
six days for the people of the nations who
were present in the city, in the court of
the king’s house, 6which was adorned with
fine linen and flax on cords of fine linen
and purple, fastened to golden and silver
studs on pillars of white marble and stone.
There were golden and silver couches on a
pavement of emerald stone, and ofmother-
of-pearl, and of white marble, with trans-
parent coverings variously flowered, hav-
ing roses arranged around it. 7 There were
gold and silver cups, and a small cup of
carbuncle set out, of the value of thirty
thousand talents, with abundant and sweet
wine, which the king himself drank. 8 This
banquetwasnotaccording to theappointed
law, but as the king desired to have it. He
charged the stewards to perform his will
and that of the company.

9 Also Vashti the queen made a banquet
for the women in the palace where King
Ahasuerus lived. 10Nowon the seventhday,

* 1:1 Note: In the Hebrew and some copies of LXX, Esther begins here. † 1:1 Greek words.
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the king, being merry, told Haman, Bazan,
Tharrha, Baraze, Zatholtha, Abataza, and
Tharaba, the seven chamberlains, servants
of King Ahasuerus, 11 to bring in the queen
to him, to‡ enthrone her, and crown her
with the diadem, and to show her to the
princes, and her beauty to the nations, for
she was beautiful. 12 But queen Vashti re-
fused to comewith the chamberlains; so the
king was grieved and angered. 13 And he
said to his friends, “This is what Vashti said.
Therefore pronounce your legal judgment
on this case.”

14 So Arkesaeus, Sarsathaeus, and
Malisear, the princes of the Persians and
Medes, who were near the king, who sat
chief in rank by the king, drew near to
him, 15 and reported to him according
to the laws what it was proper to do to
queen Vashti, because she had not done the
things commanded by the king through the
chamberlains. 16And Memucan said to the
king and to the princes, “Queen Vashti has
not wronged the king only, but also all the
king’s rulers and princes; 17 for he has told
them thewords of the queen, and how she§
disobeyed the king. As she then refused
to obey King Ahasuerus, 18 so this day the
otherwives of the chiefs of the Persians and
Medes, having heard what she said to the
king, will dare in the same way to dishonor
their husbands. 19 If then it seems good to
the king, let him make a royal decree, and
let it be written according to the laws of the
Medes and Persians, and let him not alter
it: ‘Don’t allow the queen to come in to him
any more. Let the king give her royalty to
a woman better than she.’ 20 Let the law of
the kingwhich hewill havemade bewidely
proclaimed in his kingdom. Then all the
women will give honor to their husbands,
from the poor even to the rich.” 21 This
advice pleased the king and the princes;
and the king did as Memucan had said,
22 and sent into all his kingdom through
the several provinces, according to their
language, so that men might be feared in
their own houses.

2
1After this, the king’s anger was pacified,

and he no more mentioned Vashti, bearing
in mind what she had said, and how he
had condemned her. 2Then the servants of
the king said, “Let chaste, beautiful young
virgins be sought for the king. 3Let the king
appoint local governors in all the provinces
of his kingdom, and let them select beauti-
ful, chaste young ladies and bring them to
the city Susa, into the women’s apartment.

Let them be consigned to the king’s cham-
berlain, the keeper of the women. Then let
things for purification and other needs be
given to them. 4Let thewomanwhopleases
the king be queen instead of Vashti.”
This thing pleased the king; andhe did so.
5Nowtherewasa Jew in thecitySusa, and

his name was Mordecai, the son of Jairus,
the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, of the
tribe of Benjamin. 6 He had been brought
as a prisoner from Jerusalem, whom Neb-
uchadnezzar king of Babylon had carried
into captivity. 7 He had a foster child,
daughter of Aminadab his father’s brother.
Her name was Esther. When her parents
died, he brought her up to womanhood as
his own. This lady was beautiful. 8And be-
cause the king’s ordinance was published,
many ladies were gathered to the city of
Susa under the hand of Hegai; and Esther
was brought to Hegai, the keeper of the
women. 9 The lady pleased him, and she
found favor in his sight. He hurried to give
her the things for purification, her portion,
and the sevenmaidens appointedher out of
the palace. He treated her and hermaidens
well in the women’s apartment. 10 But Es-
therdidn’t reveal her familyorherkindred,
for Mordecai had charged her not to tell.
11 But Mordecai used to walk every day
by the women’s court, to see what would
become of Esther.

12 Now this was the time for a virgin to
go into the king, when she had completed
twelve months; for so are the days of pu-
rification fulfilled, six months while they
are anointing themselveswith oil ofmyrrh,
and six months with spices and women’s
purifications. 13 And then the lady goes in
to the king. The officer that he commands
to do so will bring her to come in with him
from the women’s apartment to the king’s
chamber. 14 She enters in the evening,
and in the morning she departs to the sec-
ond women’s apartment, where Hegai the
king’s chamberlain is keeper of thewomen.
She doesn’t go in to the king again, unless
she is called by name. 15Andwhen the time
was fulfilled forEsther thedaughterofAmi-
nadab thebrotherofMordecai’s father togo
in to the king, she neglected nothing which
the chamberlain, thewomen’s keeper, com-
manded; for Esther found grace in the sight
of all who looked at her. 16 So Esther went
in to King Ahasuerus in the twelfth month,
which is Adar, in the seventh year of his
reign. 17 The king loved Esther, and she
found favor beyond all the other virgins.
He put the queen’s crown on her. 18 The
king made a banquet for all his friends and

‡ 1:11 Greek to make her queen. § 1:17 Greek contradicted.
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great men for seven days, and he highly
celebrated the marriage of Esther; and he
granted a remission of taxes to those who
were under his dominion.

19 Meanwhile, Mordecai served in the
courtyard. 20Now Esther had not revealed
her country, for so Mordecai commanded
her, to fearGod, andperformhis command-
ments, as when she was with him. Esther
didn’t change her manner of life.

21 Two chamberlains of the king, the
chiefs of the body-guard, were grieved, be-
cause Mordecai was promoted; and they
sought to kill King Ahasuerus. 22 And the
matterwas discovered byMordecai, and he
made it known to Esther, and she declared
to the king the matter of the conspiracy.
23And the king examined the two chamber-
lains and hanged them. Then the king gave
orders to make a note for a memorial in
the royal library of the goodwill shown by
Mordecai, as a commendation.

3
1 After this, King Ahasuerus highly hon-

ored Haman the son of Hammedatha, the
Bugaean. He exalted him and set his seat
above all his friends. 2 All in the palace
bowed down to him, for so the king had
given orders to do; but Mordecai didn’t
bow down to him. 3 And they in the king’s
palace said toMordecai, “Mordecai, why do
you transgress the commands of the king?”
4 They questioned him daily, but he didn’t
listen to them; so they reported to Haman
thatMordecai resisted the commandsof the
king; andMordecai had shown to them that
he was a Jew. 5 When Haman understood
that Mordecai didn’t bow down to him, he
was greatly enraged, 6andplotted to utterly
destroy all the Jews who were under the
rule of Ahasuerus.

7 In the twelfth year of the reign of Aha-
suerus, Haman made a decision by casting
lots by day and month, to kill the race of
Mordecai in one day. The lot fell on the
fourteenth day of the month of Adar. 8 So
he spoke to King Ahasuerus, saying, “There
is a nation scattered among the nations in
all yourkingdom, and their lawsdiffer from
all the other nations. They disobey the
king’s laws. It is not expedient for the king
to tolerate them. 9 If it seem good to the
king, let himmakeadecree todestroy them,
and I will remit into the king’s treasury ten
thousand talents of silver.”

10So the king took off his ring, and gave it
into the hands of Haman to seal the decrees
against the Jews. 11The king said toHaman,
“Keep the silver, and treat the nation as

you will.” 12 So the king’s recorders were
called in the first month, on the thirteenth
day, and theywrote as Haman commanded
to the captains and governors in every
province, from India even to Ethiopia, to
one hundred twenty-seven provinces; and
to the rulers of the nations according to
their languages, in the name of King Aha-
suerus. 13Themessagewas sent by couriers
throughout the kingdom of Ahasuerus, to
utterly destroy the race of the Jews on the
first day of the twelfth month, which is
Adar, and to plunder their goods.* [The
following is the copy of the letter. “From
the great King Ahasuerus to the rulers and
the governors under them of one hundred
twenty-seven provinces, from India even to
Ethiopia, who hold authority under him:

“Ruling over many nations and having
obtained dominion over the whole world,
I was determined (not elated by the confi-
dence of power, but ever conducting my-
self with great moderation and gentleness)
to make the lives of my subjects contin-
ually tranquil, desiring both to maintain
the kingdom quiet and orderly to its ut-
most limits, and to restore the peace de-
sired by all men. When I had asked my
counselors how this should be brought to
pass, Haman, who excels in soundness of
judgment among us, and has been mani-
festly well inclined without wavering and
with unshaken fidelity, and had obtained
the second post in the kingdom, informed
us that a certain ill-disposed people is scat-
tered among all the tribes throughout the
world, opposed in their law to every other
nation, and continually neglecting the com-
mands of the king, so that the united gov-
ernment blamelessly administered by us is
not quietly established. Having then con-
ceived that this nation is continually set in
opposition to every man, introducing as a
change a foreign code of laws, and injuri-
ously plotting to accomplish the worst of
evils against our interests, and against the
happy establishment of the monarchy, we
instruct you in the letterwritten byHaman,
who is set over the public affairs and is our
second governor, to destroy themall utterly
with theirwives andchildrenby the swords
of the enemies, without pitying or sparing
any, on the fourteenth day of the twelfth
month Adar, of the present year; that the
people aforetime andnow ill-disposed to us
having been violently consigned to death in
one day, may hereafter secure to us con-
tinually a well constituted and quiet state
of affairs.”] 14 Copies of the letters were
published in every province; and an order

* 3:13 Note: The part in brackets is not in Hebrew
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was given to all the nations to be ready for
that day. 15 This business was hastened
also in Susa. The king and Haman began to
drink, but the city was confused.

4
1 But Mordecai, having perceived what

was done, tore his garments, put on sack-
cloth, and sprinkled dust upon himself.
Having rushed forth through the open
street of the city, he cried with a loud voice,
“A nation that has done no wrong is going
to be destroyed!” 2 He came to the king’s
gate, and stood; for it was not lawful for
him to enter into the palace wearing sack-
cloth and ashes. 3 And in every province
where the letterswerepublished, therewas
crying, lamentation, and great mourning
on the part of the Jews. They wore sack-
cloth and ashes. 4 The queen’s maids and
chamberlains went in and told her; and
when she had heard what was done, she
was deeply troubled. She sent clothes to
Mordecai to replace his sackcloth, but he
refused. 5 So Esther called for her cham-
berlainHathach,whowaiteduponher; and
she sent to learn the truth from Mordecai.
7Mordecai showedhimwhatwasdone, and
the promise which Haman had made the
king of ten thousand talents to be paid into
the treasury, that hemight destroy the Jews.
8Andhegavehimthecopyofwhatwaspub-
lished in Susa concerning their destruction
to show to Esther; and told him to charge
her to go in and entreat the king, and to
beg him for the people. “Remember, he
said, the days of your humble condition,
how youwere nursed bymy hand; because
Haman, who holds the next place to the
king, has spoken against us to cause our
death. Call upon the Lord, and speak to
the king concerning us, to deliver us from
death.”

9 So Hathach went in and told her all
these words. 10Esther said to Hathach, “Go
to Mordecai, and say, 11 ‘All the nations of
the empire know than any man or woman
who goes in to the king into the inner court
without being called, that person must die,
unless the king stretches out his golden
sceptre; then he shall live. I haven’t been
called to go into the king for thirty days.’ ”

12SoHathachreported toMordecai all the
words of Esther. 13 Then Mordecai said to
Hathach, “Go, and say to her, ‘Esther, don’t
say to yourself that you alonewill escape in
the kingdom, more than all the other Jews.
14 For if you keep quiet on this occasion,
help and protection will come to the Jews

from another place; but you and your fa-
ther’s house will perish. Who knows if you
have beenmade queen for this occasion?’ ”

15 And Esther sent the messenger who
came to her to Mordecai, saying, 16 “Go and
assemble the Jews that are in Susa, and all
of you fast for me. Don’t eat or drink for
three days, night and day. My maidens and
I will also fast. Then I will go in to the king
contrary to the law, even if I must die.”

17 So Mordecai went and did all that Es-
ther commanded him.* 18 [He prayed to
the Lord, making mention of all the works
of the Lord. 19 He said, “Lord† God, you
are king ruling over all, for all things are
in your power, and there is no one who
can oppose you in your purpose to save
Israel; 20 for you havemade the heaven and
the earth and every wonderful thing under
heaven. 21 You are Lord of all, and there
is no one who can resist you, Lord. 22 You
know all things. You know, Lord, that it is
not in insolence, nor arrogance, nor love of
glory, that I have done this, to refuse to bow
down to the arrogantHaman. 23For Iwould
gladly have kissed the soles of his feet for
the safety of Israel. 24 But I have done this
that I might not set the glory of man above
the glory of God. I will not worship anyone
except you, my Lord, and I will not do these
things in arrogance. 25 And now, O Lord
God, the King, the God of Abraham, spare
your people, for our enemies are planning
our destruction, and they have desired to
destroy your ancient inheritance. 26 Do
not overlook your people, whom you have
redeemed for yourself out of the land of
Egypt. 27 Listen to my prayer. Have mercy
onyour inheritanceand turnourmourning
into gladness, that we may live and sing
praise to your name, O Lord. Don’t utterly
destroy the mouth of those who praise you,
O Lord.”

28All Israel cried with all their might, for
death was before their eyes. 29 And queen
Esther took refuge in the Lord, being taken
as it were in the agony of death. 30Having
taken off her glorious apparel, she put on
garments of distress and mourning. In-
stead of grand perfumes she filled her head
with ashes and dung. She greatly humbled
her body, and she filled every place of her
glad adorning with her tangled hair. 31 She
implored the Lord God of Israel, and said,
“O my Lord, you alone are our king. Help
me. I am destitute, and have no helper but
you, 32 for my danger is near at hand‡. 33 I
have heard frommybirth in the tribe ofmy
kindred that you, Lord, took Israel out of all

* 4:17 Note: The part between brackets, i.e. to the end of chapter 5 is not in the Hebrew † 4:19 See 3 Kings 8.53.
Note. ‡ 4:32 Greek inmy hand.
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the nations, and our fathers out of all their
kindred for a perpetual inheritance, and
have done for them all that you have said.
34And nowwe have sinned before you, and
you have delivered us into the hands of our
enemies, 35because we honored their gods.
You are righteous, O Lord. 36 But now they
have not been content with the bitterness
of our slavery, but have laid their hands on
the hands of their idols 37 to abolish the de-
cree of your mouth, and utterly to destroy
your inheritance, and to stop the mouth of
thosewho praise you, and to extinguish the
glory of your house and your altar, 38 and
to open the mouth of the Gentiles to speak
the§ praises of vanities, and that a mor-
tal king should be admired forever. 39 O
Lord, don’t surrender your sceptre to those
who don’t exist, and don’t let them laugh
at our fall, but turn their counsel against
themselves, and make an example of him
who has begun to injure us. 40 Remember
us, O Lord! Manifest yourself in the time
of our affliction. Encourage me, O King
of gods, and ruler of all dominion! 41 Put
harmonious speech into my mouth before
the lion, and turn his heart to hate himwho
fights against us, to the utter destruction of
those who agree with him. 42But deliver us
by your hand, and help me who am alone
and have no one but you, O Lord. 43 You
know all things, and know that I hate the
glory of transgressors,* and that I abhor
the bed of the uncircumcised and of every
stranger. 44You knowmynecessity, for I ab-
hor the symbol of my proud station, which
is upon my head in the days of my† splen-
dor. I abhor it as a menstruous cloth, and I
don’t wear it in the days of my tranquility.
45Your handmaid has not eaten at Haman’s
table, and I have not honored the banquet
of the king, neither have I drunk wine of
libations. 46Neither has your handmaid re-
joiced since the day of my promotion until
now, except in you, OLordGodofAbraham.
47 O god, who has power over all, listen to
the voice of the desperate, and deliver us
fromthehandof thosewhodevisemischief.
Deliver me frommy fear.]

5
1 * It came to pass on the third day, when

she had ceased praying, that she took off
her servant’s dress and put on her glorious
apparel. Being splendidly dressed and hav-
ing called upon God the Overseer and Pre-
server of all things, she took her twomaids,
and she leaned upon one, as a delicate fe-
male, and the other followed bearing her

train. She was blooming in the perfection
of her beauty. Her face was cheerful and
looked lovely, but her heart was filled with
fear. Having passed through all the doors,
she stood before the king. He was sitting
on his royal throne. He had put on all his
glorious apparel, covered all overwith gold
and precious stones, and was very terrify-
ing. And having raised his face resplendent
with glory, he looked with intense anger.
The queen fell, and changed her color as
she fainted. She bowed herself upon the
head of the maid who went before her. But
God changed the spirit of the king to gen-
tleness, and in intense feeling, he sprang
from off his throne, and took her into his
arms, until she recovered. He comforted
her with peaceful words, and said to her,
“What is the matter, Esther? I am your
relative. Cheer up! You shall not die, for our
command is openly declared to you: ‘Draw
near.’ ”

2Andhaving raised the golden sceptre, he
laid it uponher neck, and embraced her. He
said, “Speak to me.”
So she said to him, “I saw you, my lord, as

an angel of God, andmyheartwas troubled
for fear of your glory; for you, my lord, are
to be wondered at, and your face is full of
grace.” While shewas speaking, she fainted
and fell.
Then the king was troubled, and all his

servants comforted her. 3 The king said,
“What do you desire, Esther? What is your
request? Ask even to the half of my king-
dom, and it shall be yours.”

4 Esther said, “Today is a special day. So
if it seems good to the king, let both him
and Haman come to the feast which I will
prepare this day.”

5The king said, “Hurry and bring Haman
here, that we may do as Esther said.” So
they both came to the feast about which
Esther had spoken. 6 At the banquet, the
king said to Esther, “What is your request,
queen Esther? You shall have all that you
require.”

7 She said, “My request and my petition
is: 8 if I have found favor in the king’s
sight, let the king and Haman come again
tomorrow to the feast which I shall prepare
for them, and tomorrow I will do as I have
done today.”

9 So Haman went out from the king very
glad and merry; but when Haman saw
Mordecai the Jew in the court, he was
greatly enraged. 10 Having gone into his
own house, he called his friends, and his
wife Zeresh. 11He showed them his wealth

§ 4:38 Greek virtues. * 4:43 Or, opinion. † 4:44 Greek vision. * 5:1 From the first verse to the third, the
Greek widely differs from the Hebrew
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and the glory with which the king had in-
vested him, and how he had promoted him
to be chief ruler in the kingdom. 12Haman
said, “The queen has called no one to the
feast with the king butme, and I am invited
tomorrow. 13 But these things don’t please
me while I see Mordecai the Jew in the
court.

14 Then Zeresh his wife and his friends
said to him, “Let a fifty cubit tall† gallows be
made for you. In the morning you speak to
the king, and letMordecai be hanged on the
gallows; but you go in to the feast with the
king, and bemerry.”
The saying pleased Haman, and the gal-

lows was prepared.

6
1 The Lord removed sleep from the king

that night; so he told his servant to bring in
the* books, the registers of daily events, to
read to him. 2 And he found the† records
written concerning Mordecai, how he had
told the king about the king’s two chamber-
lains, when they were keeping guard, and
sought to lay hands on Ahasuerus. 3 The
king said, “What honor or favor have we
done for Mordecai?”
The king’s servants said, “You haven’t

done anything for him.”
4Andwhile the kingwas enquiring about

the kindness of Mordecai, behold, Haman
was in the court. The king said, “Who is
in the court? Now Haman had come in
to speak to the king about hanging Morde-
cai on the gallows which he had prepared.
5 The king’s servants said, “Behold, Haman
stands in the court.”
And the king said, “Call him!”
6The king said to Haman, “What should I

do for themanwhom I wish to honor?”
Haman said within himself, “Whom

would the king honor but myself?” 7 He
said to the king, “As for the man whom
the king wishes to honor, 8 let the king’s
servants bring the robe of fine linen which
thekingputs on, and thehorseonwhich the
king rides, 9 and let him give it to one of the
king’s noble friends, and let him dress the
man whom the king loves. Let him mount
him on the horse, and proclaim through
the‡ streets of the city, saying, “This is what
will be done for every man whom the king
honors!”

10Then theking said toHaman, “Youhave
spoken well. Do so for Mordecai the Jew,
who waits in the palace, and let not a word
of what you have spoken be neglected!”

11 So Haman took the robe and the horse,
dressed Mordecai, mounted him on the
horse, and went through the streets of the
city, proclaiming, “This is what will be done
for every man whom the king wishes to
honor.” 12 Then Mordecai returned to the
palace; but Haman went home mourning,
with his head covered.

13Hamanrelated the events that hadhap-
pened to him to Zeresh his wife and to his
friends. His friendsandhiswife said tohim,
“If Mordecai is of the race of the Jews, and
you have begun to be humbled before him,
you will assuredly fall; and you will not be
able to withstand him, for the living God is
withhim.” 14While theywere still speaking,
the chamberlains arrived to rushHaman to
the banquet which Esther had prepared.

7
1 So the king and Hamanwent in to drink

with the queen. 2The king said to Esther at
the banquet on the second day, “What is it,
queen Esther? What is your request? What
is your petition? It shall be done for you, up
to half of my kingdom.”

3 She answered and said, “If I have found
favor in the sight of the king, let my life be
granted as my petition, and my people as
my request. 4 For both I and my people are
sold for destruction, pillage, and genocide.
If both we and our children were sold for
male and female slaves, I would not have
bothered you, for this* isn’t worthy of the
king’s palace.”

5The king said, “Who has dared to do this
thing?”

6 Esther said, “The enemy is Haman, this
wickedman!”
Then Haman was terrified in the pres-

ence of the king and the queen. 7 The king
rose up from the banquet to go into the
garden. Haman began to beg the queen
for mercy, for he saw that he was in seri-
ous trouble. 8 The king returned from the
garden; and Haman had fallen upon the
couch, begging the queen for mercy. The
king said, “Will you even assault mywife in
my house?”
And when Haman heard it, he changed

countenance. 9 And Bugathan, one of the
chamberlains, said to the king, “Behold,
Haman has also prepared a gallows for
Mordecai, who spoke concerning the king,
and a fifty cubit high gallows has been set
up on Haman’s property.”
The king said, “Let him be† hanged on it!”

10SoHamanwashangedon thegallows that
† 5:14 Greek a tree cut. * 6:1 Greek letters. † 6:2 Greek letters. ‡ 6:9 Or, wide space. * 7:4 seeHebrew:
slanderer † 7:9 Or, impaled.
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had been prepared for Mordecai. Then the
king’s wrath was abated.

8
1 On that day, King Ahasuerus gave to

Esther all that belonged to Haman the slan-
derer. The king called Mordecai, for Esther
had told that he was related to her. 2 The
king took the ringwhich he had taken away
from Haman and gave it to Mordecai. Es-
ther appointed Mordecai over all that had
been Haman’s. 3 She spoke yet again to the
king, and fell at his feet, and implored him
to undo Haman’s mischief and all that he
had done against the Jews. 4 Then the king
extended the golden sceptre to Esther; and
Esther arose to stand near the king. 5Esther
said, “If it seems good to you, and I have
found favor in your sight, let an order be
sent that the letters sent by Haman may
be reversed—letters that were written for
the destruction of the Jews who are in your
kingdom. 6Forhowcould I see the affliction
of my people, and how could I survive the
destruction of my* kindred?”

7 Then the king said to Esther, “If I have
given and freely granted you all that was
Haman’s, and hanged him on a gallows
because he laid his hands upon the Jews,
what more do you seek? 8 Write in my
namewhatever seems good to you, and seal
it with my ring; for whatever is written at
the command of the king, and sealed with
my ring, cannot be countermanded. 9 So
the scribes were called in the first month,
which is Nisan, on the twenty-third day of
the same year; and orders were written
to the Jews, whatever the king had com-
manded to the† local governors and chiefs
of the local governors, from India even
to Ethiopia—one hundred twenty-seven lo-
cal governors, according to the several
provinces, in their own languages. 10 They
were written by order of the king, sealed
with his ring, and the letters were sent
by the couriers. 11 In them, he charged
them to use their own laws in every city,
to help each other, and to treat their ad-
versaries and those who attacked them as
they pleased, 12 on one day in all the king-
dom of Ahasuerus, on the thirteenth day of
the twelfth month, which is Adar. 13 Let
the copies be posted in conspicuous places
throughout the kingdom. Let all the Jews
be ready against this day, to fight against
their enemies. The following is a copyof the
letter containing orders:

‡ [The great King Ahasuerus sends greet-
ings to the rulers of provinces in one hun-
dred twenty-seven local governance re-
gions, from India to Ethiopia, even to those
who are faithful to our interests. Many
who have been frequently honored by the
most abundant kindness of their§ benefac-
tors have conceived ambitious designs, and
not only endeavor to hurt our subjects, but
moreover, not being able to bear prosper-
ity, they also endeavor to plot against their
own benefactors. They not only would ut-
terly abolish gratitude from among men,
but also, elated by the boastings of men
who are strangers to all that is good, they
supposed that they would escape the sin-
hating vengeance of the ever-seeing God.
And oftentimes evil exhortation has made
partakers of the guilt of shedding innocent
blood, and has involved in irremediable
calamities many of those who had been
appointed to offices of authority, who had
been entrusted with the management of
their friends’ affairs; while men, by the
false sophistry of an evil disposition, have
deceived the simple goodwill of the ruling
powers. And it is possible to see this, not
so much from more ancient traditional ac-
counts, as it is immediately inyourpower to
see it by examining what things have been
wickedly* perpetrated by the baseness of
men unworthily holding power. It is right
to take heed with regard to the future, that
wemaymaintain the government in undis-
turbed peace for all men, adopting need-
ful changes, and ever judging those cases
which come under our notice with truly
equitable decisions. For whereas Haman,
a Macedonian, the son of Hammedatha,
in reality an alien from the blood of the
Persians, and differing widely from our
mild course of government, having been
hospitably entertained by us, obtained so
large a share of our universal kindness as
to be called our father, and to continue the
person next to the royal throne, reverenced
of all; he however, overcome by† pride,
endeavored to deprive us of our domin-
ion, and our life;‡ having by various and
subtle artifices demanded for destruction
both Mordecai our deliverer and perpetual
benefactor, and Esther the blameless con-
sort of our kingdom, alongwith theirwhole
nation. For by these methods he thought,
having surprised us in a defenseless state,
to transfer the dominion of the Persians to
theMacedonians. Butwefind that the Jews,
who have been consigned to destruction by

* 8:6 Greek country. † 8:9 Greek stewards. ‡ 8:13 the passages in brackets are not in the Hebrew. § 8:13

perhaps rulers, see Luke 22. 25. * 8:13 Greek contrived. † 8:13 Greek not having borne. ‡ 8:13 Greek spirit.
§ 8:13 Greek thrice guilty.
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the§most abominableofmen, arenotmale-
factors, but living according to themost just
laws, and being the sons of the living God,
the most high and* mighty, who maintains
the kingdom, to us as well as to our forefa-
thers, in the most excellent order. You will
therefore dowell in refusing to obey the let-
ter sent byHaman the son of Hammedatha,
because he who has done these things has
been hanged with his whole family at the
gates of Susa, Almighty God having swiftly
returned to him a worthy punishment. We
enjoin you then, having openly published
a copy of this letter in every place, to give
the Jews permission to use their own lawful
customsand to strengthen them, that on the
thirteenth of the twelfth month Adar, on
the self-same day, they may defend them-
selves against those who attack them in a
time of affliction. For in the place of the
destruction of the chosen race, Almighty
God has granted them this time of gladness.
Therefore you also, among your notable
feasts, must keep a distinct day with all
festivity, that bothnowandhereafter itmay
be a day of deliverance to us and who are
well disposed toward the Persians, but to
those that plotted against us a memorial of
destruction. And every city and province
collectively, which shall not do accordingly,
shall be consumedwithvengeanceby spear
and fire. It shall be made not only inac-
cessible to men, but most hateful to wild
beasts and birds forever.] Let the copies
beposted in conspicuousplaces throughout
the kingdom and let all the Jews be ready
against this day, to fight against their ene-
mies. 14 So the horsemen went forth with
haste to perform the king’s commands. The
ordinance was also published in Susa.

15 Mordecai went out robed in royal ap-
parel, wearing a golden crown and a dia-
demoffinepurple linen. Thepeople in Susa
saw it and rejoiced. 16 The Jews had light
and gladness 17 in every city and province
where the ordinancewas published. Wher-
ever the proclamation took place, the Jews
had joy and gladness, feasting and mirth.
Many of the Gentiles were circumcised and
became Jews for fear of the Jews.

9
1 Now in the twelfth month, on the thir-

teenth day of the month, which is Adar, the
letters written by the king arrived. 2 In that
day, the adversaries of the Jews perished;
for no one resisted, through fear of them.
3 For the chiefs of the local governors, and
the princes and the royal scribes, honored
the Jews; for the fear ofMordecai was upon

them. 4 For the order of the king was in
force, that he should be celebrated in all the
kingdom. 6 In the city Susa the Jews killed
five hundred men, 7 including Pharsannes,
Delphon, Phasga, 8 Pharadatha, Barea, Sar-
baca, 9 Marmasima, Ruphaeus, Arsaeus,
and Zabuthaeus, 10 the ten sons of Haman
the son of Hammedatha the Bugaean, the
enemy of the Jews; and they plundered
their property on the same day. 11 The
number of those who perished in Susa was
reported to the king.

12 Then the king said to Esther, “The Jews
have slain five hundred men in the city
Susa. What do you think they have done in
the rest of the country? What more do you
ask, that it may be done for you?”

13 Esther said to the king, “Let it be
granted to the Jews to do the same to them
tomorrow. Also, hang the bodies of the ten
sons of Haman.”

14 He permitted it to be done; and he
gave up to the Jews of the city the bodies
of the sons of Haman to hang. 15 The Jews
assembled in Susa on the fourteenth day
of Adar and killed three hundred men, but
plundered no property.

16 The rest of the Jews who were in the
kingdom assembled, and helped one an-
other, and obtained rest from their ene-
mies; for they destroyedfifteen thousandof
themon the thirteenth day of Adar, but took
no spoil. 17They rested on the fourteenth of
the samemonth, and kept it as a day of rest
with joy and gladness.

18 The Jews in the city of Susa assembled
also on the fourteenth day and rested; and
they also observed the fifteenth with joy
and gladness. 19 On this account then, the
Jews dispersed in every foreign land keep
the fourteenth of Adar as a* holy day with
joy, each sending gifts of food to his neigh-
bor.

20Mordecai wrote these things in a book
and sent them to the Jews, as many as
were in the kingdom of Ahasuerus, both
those who were near and those who were
far away, 21 to establish these as joyful
days and to keep the fourteenth and fif-
teenth of Adar; 22 for on these days the Jews
obtained rest from their enemies; and in
that month, which was Adar, in which a
change was made for them from mourn-
ing to joy, and from sorrow to a holiday,
to spend the whole of it in good days of†
feasting and gladness, sending portions to
their friends and to the poor. 23 And the
Jews consented to this as Mordecai wrote
to them, 24 showing how Haman the son

* 8:13 Greek greatest. * 9:19 Greek good day. † 9:22 Greek weddings. ‡ 9:24 Greek lot.
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of Hammedatha the Macedonian fought
against them, how he made a decree and
cast‡ lots to destroy them utterly; 25 also
how he went in to the king, telling him to
hang Mordecai; but all the calamities he
tried to bring upon the Jews came upon
himself, and he was hanged, along with
his children. 26 Therefore these days were
calledPurim, becauseof the lots (for in their
language they are called Purim) because of
the words of this letter, and because of all
they suffered on this account, and all that
happened to them. 27Mordecai established
it, and the Jews tookupon themselves, upon
their offspring, and upon those who were
joined to them to observe it, neither would
they on any account behave differently; but
thesedayswere tobeamemorial kept in ev-
ery generation, city, family, and province.
28These days of Purim shall be kept forever,
and their memorial shall not fail in any
generation.

29 Queen Esther the daughter of Ami-
nadab and Mordecai the Jew wrote all that
they had done, and gave the confirmation
of the letter about Purim. 31Mordecai and
Esther the queen established this decision
on their own, pledging their ownwell-being
to their plan. 32And Esther established it by
a command forever, and it was written for
amemorial.

10
1 The king levied a tax upon his kingdom

both by land and sea. 2 As for his strength
and valour, and the wealth and glory of
his kingdom, behold, they are written in
the book of the Persians and Medes for a
memorial.

3 Mordecai* was viceroy to King Aha-
suerus, and was a great man in the king-
dom, honored by the Jews, and lived his
life loved by all his nation.† 4 [Mordecai
said, “These things have come from God.
5 For I remember the dream which I had
concerning thesematters; for not onedetail
of them has failed. 6 There was the little
springwhich became a river, and therewas
light, and the sun and much water. The
river is Esther, whom the king married and
made queen. 7The two serpents areHaman
and me. 8 The nations are those which
combined to destroy the name of the Jews.
9 But as for my nation, this is Israel, even
thosewho cried to God andwere delivered;
for the Lord delivered his people. The Lord
rescued us out of all these calamities; and
God worked such signs and great wonders
as have not been done among the nations.
10 Therefore he ordained two lots. One

for the people of God, and one for all the
other nations. 11 And these two lots came
for an appointed season, and for a day of
judgment, before God, and for all the na-
tions. 12 God remembered his people and
vindicated his inheritance. 13 They shall
observe these days in the month Adar, on
the fourteenth and on the fifteenth day
of the month, with an assembly, joy, and
gladness before God, throughout the gen-
erations forever among his people Israel.
14 In the fourth year of the reign of Ptole-
meus and Cleopatra, Dositheus, who said
he was a priest and Levite, and Ptolemeus
his son brought this letter of Purim, which
they said was authentic, and that Lysi-
machus the son of Ptolemeus, who was in
Jerusalem, had interpreted.]

* 10:3 Greek succeded to Or, came into the place of. † 10:3 the passages in brackets are not in the Hebrew.
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The Book of
Daniel

with Greek Portions
1 In the third year of the reign of Je-

hoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and be-
sieged it. 2 The Lord* gave Jehoiakim king
of Judah into his hand, with part of the
vessels of the house of God;† and he carried
them into the land of Shinar to the house
of his god. He brought the vessels into the
treasure house of his god.

3 The king spoke to Ashpenaz the mas-
ter of his eunuchs, that he should bring in
some of the children of Israel, even of the
royal offspring‡ and of the nobles— 4youths
in whom was no defect, but well-favored,
and skillful in all wisdom, and endowed
with knowledge, and understanding sci-
ence, and who had the ability to serve in
the king’s palace; and that he should teach
them the learning and the language of the
Chaldeans. 5 The king appointed for them
a daily portion of the king’s delicacies, and
of the wine which he drank, and that they
should be nourished three years; that at its
end they should serve the king.

6Now among these were of the children
of Judah: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and
Azariah. 7 The prince of the eunuchs gave
names to them: to Daniel he gave the name
Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to
Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah, Abed-
nego.

8But Daniel purposed in his heart that he
would not defile himselfwith the king’s del-
icacies, nor with the wine which he drank.
Therefore he requested of the prince of the
eunuchs that he might not defile himself.
9Now God made Daniel find kindness and
compassion in the sight of the prince of the
eunuchs. 10 The prince of the eunuchs said
to Daniel, “I fear my lord the king, who has
appointed your food and your drink. For
why should he see your facesworse looking
than the youths who are of your own age?
Thenyouwouldendangermyheadwith the
king.”

11 Then Daniel said to the steward whom
the prince of the eunuchs had appointed
over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and
Azariah: 12 “Test your servants, I beg you,
ten days; and let them give us vegetables to
eat andwater to drink. 13Then let our faces
be examined before you, and the face of
the youths who eat of the king’s delicacies;
and as you see, deal with your servants.”

14 So he listened to them in this matter, and
tested them for ten days.

15 At the end of ten days, their faces ap-
peared fairer, and they were fatter in flesh,
than all the youths who ate of the king’s
delicacies. 16So the steward tookaway their
delicacies, and the wine that they would
drink, and gave them vegetables.

17Now as for these four youths, God gave
them knowledge and skill in all learning
and wisdom; and Daniel had understand-
ing in all visions and dreams.

18 At the end of the days which the
king had appointed for bringing them in,
the prince of the eunuchs brought them
in before Nebuchadnezzar. 19 The king
talked with them; and among them all
was found no one like Daniel, Hananiah,
Mishael, and Azariah. Therefore they
served the king. 20 In every matter of wis-
dom and understanding concerning which
the king inquired of them, he found them
ten times better than all the magicians and
enchanters whowere in all his realm.

21 Daniel continued serving even to the
first year of King Cyrus.

2
1 In the second year of the reign

of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar
dreamed dreams; and his spirit was
troubled, and his sleep went from him.
2 Then the king commanded that the
magicians, the enchanters, the sorcerers,
and the Chaldeans be called to tell the king
his dreams. So they came in and stood
before the king. 3 The king said to them,
“I have dreamed a dream, and my spirit is
troubled to know the dream.”

4Then the Chaldeans spoke to the king in
the Syrian language, “O king, live forever!
Tell your servants the dream, and we will
show the interpretation.”

5 The king answered the Chaldeans, “The
thing has gone from me. If you don’t make
known to me the dream and its interpre-
tation, you will be cut in pieces, and your
houses will be made a dunghill. 6 But if
you show the dream and its interpretation,
youwill receive frommegifts, rewards, and
great honor. Therefore showme the dream
and its interpretation.”

7 They answered the second time and
said, “Let the king tell his servants the
dream, and we will show the interpreta-
tion.”

8 The king answered, “I know of a cer-
tainty that you are trying to gain time,
because you see the thing has gone from
me. 9 But if you don’t make known to me

* 1:2 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” † 1:2 The Hebrew word rendered “God” is “” (Elohim). ‡ 1:3 or,
seed
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the dream, there is but one law for you;
for you have prepared lying and corrupt
words to speak before me, until the situa-
tion changes. Therefore tell me the dream,
and I will know that you can show me its
interpretation.”

10 The Chaldeans answered before the
king, and said, “There is not a man on
the earth who can show the king’s matter,
because no king, lord, or ruler, has asked
such a thing of any magician, enchanter,
or Chaldean. 11 It is a rare thing that the
king requires, and there is no other who
can show it before the king, except the gods,
whose dwelling is not with flesh.”

12Because of this, the kingwas angry and
very furious, and commanded that all the
wise men of Babylon be destroyed. 13 So
thedecreewent out, and thewisemenwere
to be slain. They sought Daniel and his
companions to be slain.

14 Then Daniel returned answer with
counsel and prudence to Arioch the captain
of the king’s guard, who had gone out to kill
the wise men of Babylon. 15 He answered
Arioch the king’s captain, “Why is the de-
cree so urgent from the king?” Then Arioch
made the thing known to Daniel. 16Daniel
went in, and desired of the king that he
would appoint him a time, and he would
show the king the interpretation.

17 Then Daniel went to his house and
made the thing known to Hananiah,
Mishael, and Azariah, his companions,
18 that they would desire mercies of the
God of heaven concerning this secret, and
that Daniel and his companions would not
perish with the rest of the wise men of
Babylon. 19 Then the secret was revealed
to Daniel in a vision of the night. Then
Daniel blessed the God of heaven. 20Daniel
answered,
“Blessed be the name of God forever and

ever;
for wisdom andmight are his.

21He changes the times and the seasons.
He removes kings and sets up kings.

He gives wisdom to the wise,
and knowledge to those who have un-
derstanding.

22He reveals the deep and secret things.
He knows what is in the darkness,
and the light dwells with him.

23 I thank you and praise you,
O God of my fathers,

who have givenmewisdom andmight,
and have nowmade known tomewhat
we desired of you;

for you have made known to us the
king’s matter.”

24 Therefore Daniel went in to Arioch,
whomthekinghadappointed todestroy the
wise men of Babylon. He went and said
this to him: “Don’t destroy the wise men of
Babylon. Bring me in before the king, and I
will show to the king the interpretation.”

25 Then Arioch brought in Daniel before
the king in haste, and said this to him: “I
have found a man of the children of the
captivity of Judah who will make known to
the king the interpretation.”

26 The king answered Daniel, whose
name was Belteshazzar, “Are you able to
make known tome the dreamwhich I have
seen, and its interpretation?”

27 Daniel answered before the king, and
said, “The secret which the king has de-
manded can’t be shown to the king by wise
men, enchanters, magicians, or soothsay-
ers; 28 but there is a God in heaven who
reveals secrets, and he has made known to
King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the
latter days. Your dream, and the visions of
your head on your bed, are these:

29 “As for you, O king, your thoughts came
on your bed, what should happen here-
after; and he who reveals secrets has made
known to you what will happen. 30 But as
for me, this secret is not revealed to me for
any wisdom that I have more than any liv-
ing, but to the intent that the interpretation
may be made known to the king, and that
youmay know the thoughts of your heart.

31 “You, O king, saw, and behold,* a great
image. This image, which was mighty, and
whose brightness was excellent, stood be-
fore you; and its appearancewas terrifying.
32As for this image, its headwasoffinegold,
its chest and its arms of silver, its belly and
its thighs of bronze, 33 its legs of iron, its
feet part of iron, and part of clay. 34 You
sawuntil a stonewas cutoutwithouthands,
which struck the image on its feet thatwere
of iron and clay, and broke them in pieces.
35 Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the
silver, and the gold were broken in pieces
together, and became like the chaff of the
summer threshing floors. Thewind carried
them away, so that no place was found for
them. The stone that struck the image be-
cameagreatmountain, andfilled thewhole
earth.

36 “This is the dream; and we will tell its
interpretation before the king. 37 You, O
king, are king of kings, to whom the God of
heaven has given the kingdom, the power,
the strength, and the glory. 38 Wherever
the children of men dwell, he has given the
animals of the field and the birds of the sky

* 2:31 “Behold”, from “”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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into your hand, andhasmade you rule over
them all. You are the head of gold.

39 “After you, another kingdom will arise
that is inferior to you; and a third king-
dom of bronze, which will rule over all the
earth. 40The fourth kingdomwill be strong
as iron, because iron breaks in pieces and
subdues all things; and as iron that crushes
all these, it will break in pieces and crush.
41Whereas you saw the feet and toes, part
of potters’ clay, and part of iron, it will be
a divided kingdom; but there will be in it
of the strength of the iron, because you saw
the ironmixedwithmiry clay. 42As the toes
of the feet were part of iron, and part of
clay, so the kingdom will be partly strong,
and partly brittle. 43Whereas you saw the
ironmixed with miry clay, they will mingle
themselves with the seed of men; but they
won’t cling to one another, even as iron
does not mix with clay.

44 “In the days of those kings the God of
heaven will set up a kingdom which will
never be destroyed, nor will its sovereignty
be left to another people; but it will break
in pieces and consume all these kingdoms,
and it will stand forever. 45 Because you
sawthata stonewascutoutof themountain
without hands, and that it broke in pieces
the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and
the gold. The great God has made known
to the king what will happen hereafter.
The dream is certain, and its interpretation
sure.”

46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his
face, worshiped Daniel, and commanded
that they should offer an offering and sweet
odors to him. 47 The king answered to
Daniel, and said, “Of a truth your God is
the God of gods, and the Lord of kings, and
a revealer of secrets, since you have been
able to reveal this secret.”

48 Then the king made Daniel great, and
gave him many great gifts, and made him
rule over the whole province of Babylon,
and to be chief governor over all the wise
men of Babylon. 49 Daniel requested of
the king, and he appointed Shadrach, Me-
shach, and Abednego over the affairs of the
province of Babylon; but Daniel was in the
king’s gate.

3
1 Nebuchadnezzar the king made an im-

age of gold, whose height was sixty cubits,*
and its width six cubits. He set it up in
the plain of Dura, in the province of Baby-
lon. 2 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent
to gather together the local governors, the

deputies, and the governors, the judges,
the treasurers, the counselors, the sheriffs,
and all the rulers of the provinces, to come
to the dedication of the image which Neb-
uchadnezzar the king had set up. 3 Then
the local governors, the deputies, and the
governors, the judges, the treasurers, the
counselors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers
of the provinces, were gathered together to
the dedication of the image that Nebuchad-
nezzar the king had set up; and they stood
before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had
set up.

4 Then the herald cried aloud, “To you it
is commanded, peoples, nations, and lan-
guages, 5 thatwhenever you hear the sound
of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe,
and all kinds of music, you fall down and
worship the golden image that Nebuchad-
nezzar the king has set up. 6 Whoever
doesn’t fall down and worship shall be cast
into the middle of a burning fiery furnace
the same hour.”

7 Therefore at that time, when all the
peoples heard the sound of the horn, flute,
zither, lyre, harp, pipe, and all kinds of mu-
sic, all the peoples, the nations, and the lan-
guages, fell downandworshiped thegolden
image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had
set up.

8Thereforeat that timecertainChaldeans
came near, and brought accusation against
the Jews. 9 They answered Nebuchadnez-
zar the king, “O king, live for ever! 10 You,
O king, havemade a decree that every man
who hears the sound of the horn, flute,
zither, lyre, harp, pipe, and all kinds of mu-
sic shall fall down and worship the golden
image; 11 and whoever doesn’t fall down
and worship shall be cast into the middle
of a burning fiery furnace. 12 There are
certain Jews whom you have appointed
over the affairs of the province of Babylon:
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These
men, O king, have not respected you. They
don’t serve your gods, and don’t worship
the golden image which you have set up.”

13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in rage and
fury commanded that Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego be brought. Then these
men were brought before the king.
14 Nebuchadnezzar answered them, “Is
it on purpose, Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, that you don’t servemy god, nor
worship the golden image which I have set
up? 15Now if you are ready whenever you
hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither,
lyre, harp, pipe, andall kindsofmusic to fall
down and worship the image which I have

* 3:1 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters.
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made, good; but if you don’t worship, you
shall be cast the same hour into the middle
of a burning fiery furnace. Who is that god
whowill deliver you out of my hands?”

16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
answered the king, “Nebuchadnezzar, we
have no need to answer you in this matter.
17 If it happens, our God whom we serve
is able to deliver us from the burning fiery
furnace; and he will deliver us out of your
hand, O king. 18 But if not, let it be known
to you, O king, that we will not serve your
gods or worship the golden image which
you have set up.”

19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was full of
fury, and the form of his appearance was
changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego. He spoke, and commanded that
they should heat the furnace seven times
more than it was usually heated. 20 He
commanded certainmightymenwhowere
in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego, and to cast them into the
burning fiery furnace. 21 Then these men
were bound in their pants, their tunics,
their mantles, and their other clothes, and
were cast into the middle of the burning
fiery furnace. 22 Therefore because the
king’s commandment was urgent, and the
furnace exceedingly hot, the flame of the
firekilled thosemenwho tookupShadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego. 23 These three
men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,
fell down bound into the middle of the
burning fiery furnace.

THE SONG OF THE THREE HOLY CHIL-
DREN†

24 They walked in the midst of the fire,
praisingGod, andblessing theLord. 25Then
Azarias stood, and prayed like this. Open-
ing his mouth in the midst of the fire he
said, 26 “Blessed are you, O Lord, you God
of our fathers! Your name is worthy to be
praised and glorified for evermore; 27 for
you are righteous in all the things that you
have done. Yes, all your works are true.
Yourways are right, and all your judgments
are truth. 28 In all the things that you
have brought upon us, and upon the holy
city of our fathers, Jerusalem, you have
executed true judgments. For according
to truth and justice you have brought all
these things upon us because of our sins.
29 For we have sinned and committed iniq-
uity in departing from you. 30 In all things
we have trespassed, and not obeyed your

commandments or kept them. We haven’t
done as you have commanded us, that it
might go well with us. 31 Therefore all that
you have brought upon us, and everything
that you have done to us, you have done
in true judgment. 32 You delivered us into
the hands of lawless enemies, most hateful
rebels, and to an unjust king who is the
most wicked in all the world. 33 And now
we can’t open our mouth. Shame and re-
proach have come on your servants and
those who worship you. 34 Don’t utterly
deliver us up, for your name’s sake. Don’t
annul your covenant. 35 Don’t cause your
mercy to depart from us, for the sake of
Abraham who is loved by you, and for the
sake of Isaac your servant, and Israel your
holy one, 36 towhomyou promised that you
would multiply their offspring as the stars
of the sky, and as the sand that is on the
sea shore. 37 For we, O Lord, have become
less than any nation, and are brought low
this day in all theworld because of our sins.
38There isn’t at this time prince, or prophet,
or leader, or burnt offering, or sacrifice, or
oblation, or incense, or place to offer before
you, and to find mercy. 39 Nevertheless in
a contrite heart and a humble spirit let us
be accepted, 40 like the burnt offerings of
rams and bullocks, and like ten thousands
of fat lambs. So let our sacrifice be in your
sight this day, that we may wholly go after
you, for they shall not be ashamed who put
their trust in you. 41Andnowwe followyou
with all our heart. We fear you, and seek
your face. 42 Put us not to shame; but deal
with us after your kindness, and according
to the multitude of your mercy. 43 Deliver
us also according to yourmarvelousworks,
and give glory to your name, O Lord. Let
all those who harm your servants be con-
founded. 44Let thembeashamedof all their
power and might, and let their strength be
broken. 45 Let them know that you are the
Lord, the only God, and glorious over the
whole world.”

46 The king’s servants who put them in
didn’t stop making the furnace hot with
naphtha, pitch, tinder, and smallwood, 47so
that the flame streamed out forty nine cu-
bits above the furnace. 48 It spread and
burned those Chaldeans whom it found
around the furnace. 49 But the angel of the
Lord came down into the furnace together
with Azarias and his fellows, and he struck
the flame of the fire out of the furnace,

† 3:23 The Song of the Three Holy Children is an addition to Daniel found in the Greek Septuagint but not found in the
traditionalHebrewtext ofDaniel. Thisportion is recognizedasDeuterocanonical Scriptureby theRomanCatholic, Greek
Orthodox, and Russian Orthodox Churches. It is found inserted between Daniel 3:23 and Daniel 3:24 of the traditional
Hebrew Bible. Here, the verses after 23 from the Hebrew Bible are numbered starting at 91 to make room for these
verses.
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50 and made the midst of the furnace as it
hadbeenamoistwhistlingwind, so that the
fire didn’t touch them at all. It neither hurt
nor troubled them.

51 Then the three, as out of one mouth,
praised, glorified, and blessed God in the
furnace, saying, 52 “Blessed are you, O Lord,
you God of our fathers, to be praised and
exalted above all forever! 53 Blessed is
your glorious and holy name, to be praised
and exalted above all forever! 54 Blessed
are you in the temple of your holy glory,
to be praised and glorified above all for-
ever! 55Blessed are you who see the depths
and sit upon the cherubim, to be praised
and exalted above all forever. 56 Blessed
are you on the throne of your kingdom,
to be praised and extolled above all for-
ever! 57Blessed are you in the firmament of
heaven, to be praised and glorified forever!

58 O all you works of the Lord, bless the
Lord! Praise and exalt him above all for-
ever! 59 O you heavens, bless the Lord!
Praise and exalt him above all for ever!
60O you angels of the Lord, bless the Lord!
Praise and exalt him above all forever! 61O
all you waters that are above the sky, bless
the Lord! Praise and exalt him above all
forever! 62 O all you powers of the Lord,
bless the Lord! Praise and exalt him above
all forever! 63 O you sun and moon, bless
the Lord! Praise and exalt him above all
forever! 64 O you stars of heaven, bless
the Lord! Praise and exalt him above all
forever! 65 O every shower and dew, bless
the Lord! Praise and exalt him above all
forever! 66O all you winds, bless the Lord!
Praise and exalt him above all forever! 67O
you fire and heat, bless the Lord! Praise
and exalt him above all forever! 68 O you
dews and storms of snow, bless the Lord!
Praise and exalt him above all forever! 69O
you nights and days, bless the Lord! Praise
and exalt him above all forever! 70 O you
light and darkness, bless the Lord! Praise
and exalt him above all forever! 71 O you
cold and heat, bless the Lord! Praise and
exalt him above all forever! 72 O you frost
and snow, bless the Lord! Praise and exalt
him above all forever! 73 O you lightnings
and clouds, bless the Lord! Praise and exalt
him above all forever! 74 O let the earth
bless the Lord! Let it praise and exalt him
above all forever! 75O you mountains and
hills, bless the Lord! Praise and exalt him
above all forever! 76 O all you things that
grow on the earth, bless the Lord! Praise
and exalt him above all forever! 77 ‡O sea
and rivers, bless the Lord! Praise and exalt

him above all forever! 78 O you springs,
bless the Lord! Praise and exalt him above
all forever! 79 O you whales and all that
move in the waters, bless the Lord! Praise
and exalt him above all forever! 80 O all
you birds of the air, bless the Lord! Praise
and exalt him above all forever! 81 O all
you beasts and cattle, bless the Lord! Praise
and exalt him above all forever! 82 O you
children of men, bless the Lord! Praise and
exalt him above all forever! 83 O let Israel
bless the Lord! Praise and exalt him above
all forever. 84Oyoupriests of theLord, bless
the Lord! Praise and exalt him above all
forever! 85O you servants of the Lord, bless
the Lord! Praise and exalt him above all
forever! 86 O you spirits and souls of the
righteous, bless the Lord! Praise and exalt
himaboveall forever! 87Oyouwhoareholy
and humble of heart, bless the Lord! Praise
and exalt him above all forever! 88O Hana-
niah, Mishael, and Azariah, bless the Lord!
Praise and exalt him above all forever; for
he has rescuedus fromHades, and savedus
from thehandofdeath! Hehasdeliveredus
out of themidst of the furnace and burning
flame. He has delivered us out of the midst
of the fire. 89O give thanks to the Lord, for
he is good; for his mercy is forever. 90O all
you whoworship the Lord, bless the God of
gods, praise him, and give him thanks; for
his mercy is forever!”

Deliverance from the Furnace
91 § Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was

astonished and rose up in haste. He spoke
and said to his counselors, “Didn’t we cast
three men bound into the middle of the
fire?”
They answered the king, “True, O king.”
92 He answered, “Look, I see four men

loose, walking in themiddle of the fire, and
they are unharmed. The appearance of the
fourth is like a son of the gods.”

93 Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to
the mouth of the burning fiery furnace. He
spoke and said, “Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, you servants of the Most High
God, come out, and come here!”
Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego

came out of the middle of the fire. 94 The
local governors, the deputies, and the gov-
ernors, and the king’s counselors, being
gathered together, saw these men, that the
fire had no power on their bodies. The hair
of their head wasn’t singed. Their pants
weren’t changed. The smell of fire wasn’t
even on them.

95 Nebuchadnezzar spoke and said,
“Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach,

‡ 3:77 Some authorities transpose this verse and the next one. § 3:91 Verses 91-97 were numbered 24-30 in the
traditional Hebrew text of Daniel.
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and Abednego, who has sent his angel and
delivered his servants who trusted in him,
and have changed the king’s word, and
have yielded their bodies, that they might
not serve norworship any god, except their
own God. 96 Therefore I make a decree,
that every people, nation, and language,
who speak anything evil against the God of
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, shall
be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be
made a dunghill, because there is no other
god who is able to deliver like this.”

97Then the king promoted Shadrach, Me-
shach, and Abednego in the province of
Babylon.

4
1Nebuchadnezzar the king,
to all the peoples, nations, and lan-

guages, who dwell in all the earth:
Peace bemultiplied to you.
2 It has seemed good to me to show

the signs andwonders that theMost High
God has worked towardme.

3How great are his signs!
Howmighty are his wonders!

Hiskingdomisaneverlastingkingdom.
His dominion is fromgeneration to
generation.

4 I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at rest in my
house, and flourishing in my palace. 5 I
saw a dreamwhich made me afraid; and
the thoughts on my bed and the visions
of my head troubled me. 6 Therefore I
madeadecree tobring inall thewisemen
of Babylon before me, that they might
make known to me the interpretation of
the dream. 7 Then the magicians, the
enchanters, theChaldeans, and the sooth-
sayers came in; and I told the dream be-
fore them; but they didn’t make known
to me its interpretation. 8 But at the last
Daniel came in before me, whose name
was Belteshazzar, according to the name
ofmy god, and inwhom is the spirit of the
holy gods. I told the dream before him,
saying,

9 “Belteshazzar, master of the magi-
cians, because I know that the spirit of the
holy gods is in you, andno secret troubles
you, tellme the visions ofmydream that I
have seen, and its interpretation. 10These
were the visions of my head onmy bed: I
saw, and behold, a tree in the middle of
the earth; and its height was great. 11The
tree grew, and was strong, and its height
reached to the sky, and its sight to the
end of all the earth. 12 Its leaves were
beautiful, and it had much fruit, and in it
was food for all. The animals of the field
had shade under it, and the birds of the

sky lived in its branches, and all fleshwas
fed from it.

13 “I saw in the visions of my head on
my bed, and behold, a watcher and a
holy one came down from the sky. 14He
cried aloud, and said this, ‘Cut down the
tree and cut off its branches! Shake off
its leaves and scatter its fruit! Let the
animals get away from under it, and the
fowls from its branches. 15Nevertheless
leave the stump of its roots in the earth,
even with a band of iron and bronze, in
the tender grass of the field; and let it
be wet with the dew of the sky. Let his
portion be with the animals in the grass
of the earth. 16 Let his heart be changed
from man’s, and let an animal’s heart be
given to him. Then let seven times pass
over him.

17 “ ‘The sentence is by the decree of the
watchers, and the demand by the word
of the holy ones, to the intent that the
livingmay know that theMost High rules
in the kingdom of men, and gives it to
whomever he will, and sets up over it the
lowest of men.’

18 “This dream I, KingNebuchadnezzar,
have seen; and you, Belteshazzar, declare
the interpretation, because all the wise
men of my kingdom are not able to make
known to me the interpretation; but you
are able, for the spirit of the holy gods is
in you.”

19Then Daniel, whose name was Belte-
shazzar, was stricken mute for a while,
and his thoughts troubled him. The
king answered, “Belteshazzar, don’t let
the dream, or the interpretation, trouble
you.”
Belteshazzar answered, “My lord, may

the dreambe for thosewho hate you, and
its interpretation to your adversaries.
20The tree that you saw, which grew and
was strong, whose height reached to the
sky, and its sight to all the earth; 21whose
leaves were beautiful, and its fruit plen-
tiful, and in it was food for all; under
which the animals of the field lived, and
on whose branches the birds of the sky
had their habitation— 22 it is you, O king,
who have grown and become strong; for
your greatness has grown, and reaches to
the sky, and your dominion to the end of
the earth.

23 “Whereas the king saw a watcher
and a holy one coming down from the
sky, and saying, ‘Cut down the tree, and
destroy it; nevertheless leave the stump
of its roots in the earth, even with a band
of iron and bronze, in the tender grass
of the field, and let it be wet with the
dew of the sky. Let his portion be with
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the animals of the field, until seven times
pass over him.’

24 “This is the interpretation, O king,
and it is the decree of the Most High,
which has come on my lord the king:
25 that you shall be driven frommen, and
yourdwelling shall bewith theanimalsof
the field. You shall be made to eat grass
as oxen, and shall be wet with the dew of
the sky, and seven times shall pass over
you; until you know that the Most High
rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it
to whomever he will. 26 Their command
to leave the stump of the roots of the tree
means your kingdom will be sure to you,
after you will have known that the heav-
ens do rule. 27 Therefore, O king, let my
counsel be acceptable to you, and break
off your sins by righteousness, and your
iniquities by showing mercy to the poor.
Perhaps there may be a lengthening of
your tranquility.”

28All this came on the King Nebuchad-
nezzar. 29At the end of twelve months he
was walking in the royal palace of Baby-
lon. 30Theking spokeandsaid, “Isnot this
great Babylon, which I have built for the
royal dwelling place, by the might of my
power and for the glory of mymajesty?”

31 While the word was in the king’s
mouth, a voice came from the sky, say-
ing, “O King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is
spoken: ‘The kingdomhas departed from
you. 32You shall be driven frommen, and
yourdwelling shall bewith theanimalsof
the field. You shall be made to eat grass
as oxen. Seven times shall pass over you,
until you know that the Most High rules
in the kingdom of men, and gives it to
whomever he will.’ ”

33 This was fulfilled the same hour on
Nebuchadnezzar. He was driven from
men, and ate grass as oxen, and his body
was wet with the dew of the sky, until his
hair had grown like eagles’ feathers, and
his nails like birds’ claws.

34 At the end of the days I, Nebuchad-
nezzar, lifted up my eyes to heaven, and
my understanding returned to me, and I
blessed the Most High, and I praised and
honored himwho lives forever.
For his dominion is an everlasting do-
minion,
and his kingdom from generation
to generation.

35 All the inhabitants of the earth are
reputed as nothing;
and he does according to hiswill in
the army of heaven,

and among the inhabitants of the
earth;

and no one can stop his hand,

or ask him, “What are you doing?”
36 At the same time my understanding

returned to me; and for the glory of my
kingdom, my majesty and brightness re-
turned to me. My counselors and my
lords sought me; and I was established in
mykingdom, andexcellent greatnesswas
added to me. 37Now I, Nebuchadnezzar,
praise and extol and honor the King of
heaven; for all hisworks are right andhis
ways just; and thosewhowalk in pride he
is able to humble.

5
1 Belshazzar the king made a great feast

to a thousand of his lords, and drank wine
before the thousand. 2 Belshazzar, while
he tasted the wine, commanded that the
golden and silver vessels which Nebuchad-
nezzar his father had taken out of the tem-
ple which was in Jerusalem be brought to
him, that the king and his lords, his wives
andhis concubines,mightdrink fromthem.
3Then they brought the golden vessels that
were taken out of the temple of God’s house
which was at Jerusalem; and the king and
his lords, his wives and his concubines,
drank from them. 4 They drank wine, and
praised the gods of gold, and of silver, of
bronze, of iron, of wood, and of stone.

5 In the same hour, the fingers of a man’s
hand came out and wrote near the lamp
stand on the plaster of the wall of the king’s
palace. The king saw the part of the hand
that wrote. 6 Then the king’s face was
changed in him, and his thoughts troubled
him; and the joints of his thighs were loos-
ened, and his knees struck one against an-
other.

7 The king cried aloud to bring in the
enchanters, the Chaldeans, and the sooth-
sayers. The king spoke and said to the wise
men of Babylon, “Whoever reads this writ-
ing and shows me its interpretation shall
be clothed with purple, and have a chain of
gold about his neck, and shall be the third
ruler in the kingdom.”

8Thenall theking’swisemencame in; but
they couldnot read thewriting andcouldn’t
make known to the king the interpretation.
9 Then King Belshazzar was greatly trou-
bled. His face was changed in him, and his
lords were perplexed.

10Thequeenby reasonof thewordsof the
king and his lords came into the banquet
house. The queen spoke and said, “O king,
live forever; don’t let your thoughts trouble
you, nor let your face be changed. 11 There
is a man in your kingdom in whom is the
spirit of the holy gods. In the days of your
father, light, understanding, and wisdom
like the wisdom of the gods were found
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in him. The king, Nebuchadnezzar, your
father—yes, the king, your father—made
him master of the magicians, enchanters,
Chaldeans, and soothsayers 12 because an
excellent spirit, knowledge, understanding,
interpreting of dreams, showing of dark
sentences, and dissolving of doubts were
found in the same Daniel, whom the king
named Belteshazzar. Now let Daniel be
called, andhewill showthe interpretation.”

13 Then Daniel was brought in before the
king. The king spoke and said to Daniel,
“Are you that Daniel of the children of the
captivity of Judah,whomthekingmy father
brought out of Judah? 14 I have heard of
you, that the spirit of the gods is in you,
and that light, understanding, andexcellent
wisdom are found in you. 15Now the wise
men, the enchanters, have been brought in
before me to read this writing, and make
known to me its interpretation; but they
could not show the interpretation of the
thing. 16 But I have heard of you, that
you can give interpretations and dissolve
doubts. Now if you can read the writing,
and make known to me its interpretation,
you shall be clothed with purple, and have
a chain of gold around your neck, and shall
be the third ruler in the kingdom.”

17 Then Daniel answered the king, “Let
your gifts be to yourself, and give your re-
wards to another. Nevertheless, I will read
the writing to the king, andmake known to
him the interpretation.

18 “To you, king, the Most High God gave
Nebuchadnezzar your father the kingdom,
and greatness, and glory, and majesty.
19 Because of the greatness that he gave
him, all the peoples, nations, and languages
trembled and feared before him. He killed
whom he wanted to, and he kept alive
whom he wanted to. He raised up whom
he wanted to, and he put down whom he
wanted to. 20But when his heart was lifted
up, and his spirit was hardened so that
he dealt proudly, he was deposed from his
kingly throne, and they took his glory from
him. 21Hewas driven from the sons ofmen
and his heart was made like the animals’,
andhisdwellingwaswith thewilddonkeys.
He was fed with grass like oxen, and his
body was wet with the dew of the sky, until
he knew that theMost HighGod rules in the
kingdom of men, and that he sets up over it
whomever he will.

22 “You, his son, Belshazzar, have not
humbled your heart, though you knew all
this, 23 but have lifted up yourself against
the Lord of heaven; and they have brought
the vessels of his house before you, and
you and your lords, your wives, and your
concubines, have drunk wine from them.

You have praised the gods of silver, gold,
bronze, iron, wood, and stone, which don’t
see, hear, or know; and you have not glori-
fied the God in whose hand is your breath
and whose are all your ways. 24 Then the
part of the hand was sent from before him,
and this writing was inscribed.

25 “This is the writing that was inscribed:
‘MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN.’

26 “This is the interpretation of the thing:
MENE: God has counted your kingdom, and
brought it to an end.
27 TEKEL: you are weighed in the balances,
and are foundwanting.
28 PERES: your kingdom is divided, and
given to theMedes and Persians.”

29ThenBelshazzar commanded, and they
clothed Daniel with purple, and put a chain
of gold about his neck, and proclaimed that
he should be the third highest ruler in the
kingdom.

30 In that night Belshazzar the Chaldean
Kingwas slain. 31Darius theMede received
the kingdom, being about sixty-two years
old.

6
1 It pleasedDarius to set over thekingdom

one hundred twenty local governors, who
should be throughout the whole kingdom;
2 and over them three presidents, of whom
Daniel was one; that these local governors
might give account to them, and that the
king should suffer no loss. 3 Then this
Daniel was distinguished above the presi-
dents and the local governors, because an
excellent spirit was in him; and the king
thought to set him over the whole realm.

4Then the presidents and the local gover-
nors sought to find occasion against Daniel
as touching the kingdom; but they could
find no occasion or fault, because he was
faithful. There wasn’t any error or fault
found in him. 5 Then these men said, “We
won’t find any occasion against this Daniel,
unlesswefind it againsthimconcerning the
law of his God.”

6 Then these presidents and local gover-
nors assembled together to the king, and
said this to him, “King Darius, live forever!
7 All the presidents of the kingdom, the
deputies and the local governors, the coun-
selors and the governors, have consulted
together to establish a royal statute, and to
make a strong decree, that whoever asks a
petition of any god or man for thirty days,
except of you, O king, he shall be cast into
the den of lions. 8 Now, O king, establish
the decree, and sign the writing, that it not
be changed, according to the law of the
Medes and Persians, which doesn’t alter.”
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9 Therefore King Darius signed the writing
and the decree.

10WhenDaniel knew that thewritingwas
signed, he went into his house (now his
windows were open in his room toward
Jerusalem) and he kneeled on his knees
three times a day, and prayed, and gave
thanks before his God, as he did before.
11 Then these men assembled together, and
foundDanielmaking petition and supplica-
tion before his God. 12Then they camenear,
and spoke before the king concerning the
king’s decree: “Haven’t you signed a decree
that everymanwhomakes a petition to any
god or man within thirty days, except to
you, O king, shall be cast into the den of
lions?”
The king answered, “This thing is true,

according to the law of the Medes and Per-
sians, which doesn’t alter.”

13 Then they answered and said before
the king, “That Daniel, who is of the chil-
dren of the captivity of Judah, doesn’t re-
spect you, O king, nor the decree that you
have signed, but makes his petition three
times a day.” 14 Then the king, when he
heard these words, was very displeased,
and set his heart on Daniel to deliver him;
and he labored until the going down of the
sun to rescue him.

15 Then these men assembled together
to the king, and said to the king, “Know,
O king, that it is a law of the Medes and
Persians, that no decree nor statute which
the king establishes may be changed.”

16 Then the king commanded, and they
brought Daniel, and cast him into the den
of lions. The king spoke and said to Daniel,
“Your God whom you serve continually, he
will deliver you.”

17 A stone was brought, and laid on the
mouth of the den; and the king sealed it
with his own signet, and with the signet of
his lords, that nothing might be changed
concerning Daniel. 18Then the kingwent to
his palace, and passed the night fasting. No
musical instruments were brought before
him; and his sleep fled from him.

19 Then the king arose very early in the
morning, and went in haste to the den of
lions. 20When he came near to the den to
Daniel, he cried with a troubled voice. The
king spoke and said to Daniel, “Daniel, ser-
vant of the living God, is your God, whom
you serve continually, able to deliver you
from the lions?”

21 Then Daniel said to the king, “O king,
live forever! 22My God has sent his angel,
and has shut the lions’ mouths, and they
have not hurt me; because I am innocent
in his sight. Also before you, O king, I have
done no harm.”

23 Then the king was exceedingly glad,
and commanded that they should take
Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel was
takenupoutof theden, andnokindofharm
was found on him, because he had trusted
in his God.

24 The king commanded, and they
brought those men who had accused
Daniel, and they cast them into the den of
lions—them, their children, and theirwives;
and the lions mauled them and broke all
their bones in pieces before they came to
the bottom of the den.

25 Then King Darius wrote to all the peo-
ples, nations, and languages, who dwell in
all the earth:

“Peace bemultiplied to you.
26“Imakeadecree that inall thedomin-

ion ofmy kingdommen tremble and fear
before the God of Daniel;

“for he is the living God,
and steadfast forever.

His kingdom is that which will not be de-
stroyed.

His dominion will be even to the end.
27He delivers and rescues.

Heworks signs andwonders in heaven
and in earth,

who has delivered Daniel from the
power of the lions.”

28 So this Daniel prospered in the reign
of Darius, and in the reign of Cyrus the
Persian.

7
1 In the first year of Belshazzar king of

Babylon, Daniel had a dream and visions
of his head on his bed. Then he wrote the
dream and told the sum of thematters.

2 Daniel spoke and said, “I saw in my
vision by night and behold, the four winds
of the sky broke out on the great sea. 3Four
great animals came up from the sea, differ-
ent from one another.

4 “The first was like a lion, and had ea-
gle’s wings. I watched until its wings were
plucked, and itwas lifted up from the earth,
and made to stand on two feet as a man. A
man’s heart was given to it.

5 “Behold, there was another animal, a
second, like a bear. It was raised up on
one side, and three ribs were in its mouth
between its teeth. They said this to it: ‘Arise!
Devourmuch flesh!’

6 “After this I saw, and behold, another,
like a leopard, which had on its back four
wings of a bird. The animal also had four
heads; and dominion was given to it.

7 “After this I saw in the night visions,
and, behold, there was a fourth animal,
awesome and powerful, and exceedingly



Daniel (Greek) 7:8 777 Daniel (Greek) 8:6

strong. It had great iron teeth. It de-
voured and broke in pieces, and stamped
the residue with its feet. It was different
from all the animals that were before it. It
had ten horns.

8 “I considered the horns, and behold,
another horn came up among them, a little
one, before which three of the first horns
were plucked up by the roots: and behold,
in thishornwereeyes like theeyesof aman,
and amouth speaking great things.
9 “I watched until thrones were placed,

and one whowas Ancient of Days sat.
His clothing was white as snow,

and the hair of his head like pure wool.
His throne was fiery flames,

and its wheels burning fire.
10A fiery stream issued and came out from

before him.
Thousands of thousands ministered to
him.

Ten thousand times ten thousand stood
before him.

The judgment was set.
The books were opened.

11 “I watched at that time because of the
voice of the great words which the horn
spoke. I watched even until the animal was
slain, its bodydestroyed, and itwas given to
be burned with fire. 12As for the rest of the
animals, their dominion was taken away;
yet their lives were prolonged for a season
and a time.

13 “I saw in the night visions, and be-
hold, one like a son of man came with the
clouds, and he came to the Ancient of Days,
and they brought him near before him.
14Dominion was given him, with glory and
akingdom, that all thepeoples, nations, and
languages should serve him. His dominion
is an everlasting dominion, which will not
pass away, and his kingdom will not be
destroyed.

15 “As for me, Daniel, my spirit was
grieved within my body, and the visions of
my head troubledme. 16 I came near to one
of those who stood by, and asked him the
truth concerning all this.

“So he told me, and made me know the
interpretation of the things. 17 ‘These great
animals, which are four, are four kings,
who will arise out of the earth. 18 But the
saints of the Most High will receive the
kingdom, and possess the kingdom forever,
even forever and ever.’

19 “Then I desired to know the truth con-
cerning the fourth animal, which was dif-
ferent from all of them, exceedingly terri-
ble, whose teeth were of iron, and its nails
of bronze;whichdevoured, broke inpieces,
and stamped the residuewith its feet; 20and
concerning the ten horns that were on its

head, and the other horn which came up,
and before which three fell, even that horn
that had eyes, and amouth that spoke great
things, whose look was more stout than its
fellows. 21 I saw, and the same horn made
war with the saints and prevailed against
them 22until the Ancient of Days came, and
judgmentwasgiven to the saints of theMost
High, and the time came that the saints
possessed the kingdom.

23 “So he said, ‘The fourth animal will be
a fourth kingdom on earth, which will be
different from all the kingdoms, and will
devour the whole earth, and will tread it
down, and break it in pieces. 24 As for the
ten horns, ten kings will arise out of this
kingdom. Another will arise after them;
and he will be different from the former,
and hewill put down three kings. 25Hewill
speakwords against theMostHigh, andwill
wearout the saints of theMostHigh. Hewill
plan to change the times and the law; and
they will be given into his hand until a time
and times and half a time.

26 “ ‘But the judgmentwill be set, and they
will take away his dominion, to consume
and to destroy it to the end. 27 The king-
dom and the dominion, and the greatness
of the kingdoms under the whole sky, will
be given to the people of the saints of the
Most High. His kingdom is an everlasting
kingdom, and all dominions will serve and
obey him.’

28 “Here is the end of the matter. As
for me, Daniel, my thoughts troubled me
greatly, andmy facewas changed inme; but
I kept thematter in my heart.”

8
1 In the third year of the reign of King

Belshazzar, a vision appeared to me, even
to me, Daniel, after that which appeared to
me at the first. 2 I saw the vision. Now it
was so, that when I saw, I was in the citadel
of Susa, which is in the province of Elam.
I saw in the vision, and I was by the river
Ulai. 3Then I liftedupmyeyes, and saw, and
behold, a ram which had two horns stood
before the river. The two horns were high;
but one was higher than the other, and the
higher cameup last. 4 I saw the rampushing
westward, northward, and southward. No
animals could stand before him. There
wasn’t anyone who could deliver out of his
hand; but he did according to his will, and
magnified himself.

5 As I was considering, behold, a male
goat came from the west over the surface
of the whole earth, and didn’t touch the
ground. The goat had a notable horn be-
tween his eyes. 6 He came to the ram that
had the two horns, which I saw standing
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before the river, and ran on him in the fury
of his power. 7 I saw him come close to the
ram, and he was moved with anger against
him, and struck the ram, and broke his two
horns. There was no power in the ram to
stand before him; but he cast him down to
the ground, and trampled on him. There
wasnoonewhocoulddeliver the ramoutof
his hand. 8Themale goatmagnifiedhimself
exceedingly. When hewas strong, the great
horn was broken; and instead of it there
cameup fournotablehorns toward the four
winds of the sky.

9Out of oneof themcameout a little horn,
which grew exceedingly great, toward the
south, and toward the east, and toward the
glorious land. 10 It grew great, even to the
army of the sky; and it cast down some of
the army and of the stars to the ground,
and trampled on them. 11 Yes, it magnified
itself, even to the prince of the army; and
it took away from him the continual burnt
offering, and the place of his sanctuarywas
cast down. 12The army was given over to it
together with the continual burnt offering
through disobedience. It cast down truth
to the ground, and it did its pleasure and
prospered.

13 Then I heard a holy one speaking; and
another holy one said to that certain one
who spoke, “How long will the vision about
the continual burnt offering, and the dis-
obedience thatmakes desolate, to give both
the sanctuary and the army to be trodden
under foot be?”

14 He said to me, “To two thousand
and three hundred evenings andmornings.
Then the sanctuary will be cleansed.”

15When I, even I Daniel, had seen the vi-
sion, I sought tounderstand it. Thenbehold,
there stood before me something like the
appearance of a man. 16 I heard a man’s
voice between the banks of the Ulai, which
called, and said, “Gabriel, make this man
understand the vision.”

17 So he came near where I stood; and
when he came, I was frightened, and fell on
myface; buthesaid tome, “Understand, son
ofman; for the vision belongs to the time of
the end.”

18 Now as he was speaking with me, I
fell into a deep sleep with my face toward
the ground; but he touched me, and set me
upright.

19He said, “Behold, I will make you know
what will be in the latter time of the indig-
nation; for it belongs to the appointed time
of the end. 20 The ram which you saw, that
had the two horns, they are the kings of

Media and Persia. 21 The rough male goat
is the king of Greece. The great horn that is
between his eyes is the first king. 22 As for
that which was broken, in the place where
four stood up, four kingdoms will stand up
out of the nation, but not with his power.

23 “In the latter time of their kingdom,
when the transgressors have come to the
full, a king of fierce face, and understand-
ing dark sentences, will stand up. 24 His
power will be mighty, but not by his own
power. He will destroy awesomely, and
will prosper in what he does. He will de-
stroy the mighty ones and the holy people.
25 Through his policy he will cause deceit
to prosper in his hand. He will magnify
himself in his heart, and he will destroy
many in their security. Hewill also standup
against the prince of princes; but he will be
broken without human power.

26 “The vision of the evenings and morn-
ings which has been told is true; but seal
up the vision, for it belongs tomany days to
come.”

27 I, Daniel, fainted, andwas sick for some
days. Then I rose up, and did the king’s
business. I wondered at the vision, but no
one understood it.

9
1 In the first year of Darius the son of

Ahasuerus, of the offspring of the Medes,
who was made king over the realm of the
Chaldeans, 2 in the first year of his reign I,
Daniel, understood by the books the num-
ber of the years about which the LORD’s*
word came to Jeremiah the prophet, for
the accomplishing of the desolations of
Jerusalem, even seventy years. 3 I set my
face to the Lord God, to seek by prayer
and petitions, with fasting in sackcloth and
ashes.

4 I prayed to the LORDmy God, andmade
confession, and said,

“Oh, Lord, the great and dreadful God,
who keeps covenant and loving kindness
with those who love him and keep his
commandments, 5 we have sinned, and
have dealt perversely, and have done
wickedly, and have rebelled, even turn-
ing aside from your precepts and from
your ordinances. 6We haven’t listened to
your servants the prophets, who spoke in
your name to our kings, our princes, and
our fathers, and to all the people of the
land.

* 9:2 When rendered in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, “LORD” or “GOD” is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew “”,
usually pronounced Yahweh).
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7 “Lord, righteousness belongs to you,
but to us confusion of face, as it is today—
to the men of Judah, and to the inhabi-
tants of Jerusalem, and to all Israel, who
are near, and who are far off, through
all the countries where you have driven
them, because of their trespass that they
have trespassed against you. 8Lord, to us
belongs confusion of face, to our kings, to
our princes, and to our fathers, because
we have sinned against you. 9To the Lord
our God belong mercies and forgiveness;
for we have rebelled against him. 10We
haven’t obeyed theLORDourGod’s voice,
towalk in his laws,whichhe set before us
by his servants the prophets. 11Yes, all Is-
rael have transgressed your law, turning
aside, that theywouldn’t obey your voice.

“Therefore the curse and the oathwrit-
ten in the law ofMoses the servant of God
has been poured out on us; for we have
sinned against him. 12He has confirmed
his words, which he spoke against us,
and against our judges who judged us, by
bringing on us a great evil; for under the
whole sky, such has not been done as has
been done to Jerusalem. 13 As it is writ-
ten in the law of Moses, all this evil has
come on us. Yet we have not entreated
the favor of the LORD our God, that we
should turn from our iniquities and have
discernment in your truth. 14 Therefore
the LORD has watched over the evil, and
brought it on us; for the LORD our God is
righteous in all his works which he does,
and we have not obeyed his voice.

15 “Now, Lord our God, who has
brought your people out of the land
of Egypt with a mighty hand, and
have gotten yourself renown, as it
is today, we have sinned. We have
done wickedly. 16 Lord, according to
all your righteousness, please let your
anger and your wrath be turned away
from your city Jerusalem, your holy
mountain, because for our sins, and for
the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem
and your people have become a reproach
to all who are around us.

17 “Now therefore, our God, listen to
the prayer of your servant, and to his
petitions, and cause your face to shine on
your sanctuary that is desolate, for the
Lord’s sake. 18 My God, turn your ear
and hear. Open your eyes and see our
desolations and the citywhich is calledby
your name; for we don’t present our pe-
titions before you for our righteousness,
but for your great mercies’ sake. 19 Lord,

hear. Lord, forgive. Lord, listen and do.
Don’t defer, for your own sake, my God,
because your city and your people are
called by your name.”
20While Iwas speaking, praying, andcon-

fessing my sin and the sin of my people Is-
rael, andpresentingmysupplicationbefore
the LORD my God for the holy mountain
of my God— 21 yes, while I was speaking in
prayer, the man Gabriel, whom I had seen
in the vision at the beginning, being caused
to fly swiftly, touched me about the time
of the evening offering. 22 He instructed
me and talked with me, and said, “Daniel,
I have now come to give you wisdom and
understanding. 23At the beginning of your
petitions the commandment went out and
I have come to tell you, for you are greatly
beloved. Therefore consider thematterand
understand the vision.

24 “Seventy weeks are decreed on your
people and on your holy city, to finish dis-
obedience, to put an end to sin, to make
reconciliation for iniquity, to bring in ever-
lasting righteousness, to seal up vision and
prophecy, and to anoint themost holy.

25 “Know therefore and discern that from
the going out of the commandment to re-
storeand tobuild Jerusalemto theAnointed
One,† the prince, will be seven weeks and
sixty-two weeks. It will be built again with
street and moat, even in troubled times.
26 After the sixty-two weeks the Anointed
One‡ will be cut off and will have nothing.
The people of the prince who come will
destroy the city and the sanctuary. Its end
will bewith a flood, andwarwill be even to
the end. Desolations are determined. 27He
will make a firm covenant with many for
oneweek. In themiddle of the week hewill
cause the sacrifice and the offering to cease.
On thewing of abominationswill come one
who makes desolate. Even to the full end
that is decreed, wrathwill be poured out on
the desolate.”

10
1 In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia

a revelation was revealed to Daniel, whose
name was called Belteshazzar. The reve-
lation was true, even a great warfare. He
understood the revelation, and had under-
standing of the vision.

2 In those days I, Daniel, was mourning
three whole weeks. 3 I ate no pleasant
bread. No meat or wine came into my
mouth. I didn’t anoint myself at all, until
three whole weeks were fulfilled.

† 9:25 “Anointed One” can also be translated “Messiah” (same as “Christ”). ‡ 9:26 “Anointed One” can also be
translated “Messiah” (same as “Christ”).
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4 In the twenty-fourth day of the first
month, as I was by the side of the great
river, which is Hiddekel, 5 I lifted up my
eyes and looked, and behold, there was a
man clothed in linen, whose thighs were
adorned with pure gold of Uphaz. 6 His
body also was like beryl, and his face like
the appearance of lightning, and his eyes
like flaming torches. His arms and his feet
were like burnished bronze. The voice of
his words was like the voice of a multitude.

7 I, Daniel, alone saw the vision; for the
men who were with me didn’t see the vi-
sion; but a great quaking fell on them, and
they fled to hide themselves. 8 So I was
left alone, and saw this great vision. No
strength remained in me; for my face grew
deathly pale, and I retained no strength.
9 Yet I heard the voice of his words. When
I heard the voice of his words, then I fell
into a deep sleep on my face, with my face
toward the ground.

10 Behold, a hand touched me, which set
me on my knees and on the palms of my
hands. 11He said tome, “Daniel, you greatly
beloved man, understand the words that I
speak to you. Stand upright, for I have been
sent to you, now.” When he had spoken this
word to me, I stood trembling.

12 Then he said to me, “Don’t be afraid,
Daniel; for from the first day that you set
your heart to understand, and to humble
yourself before your God, your words were
heard. I have come for your words’ sake.
13 But the prince of the kingdom of Persia
withstoodme twenty-onedays; but, behold,
Michael, one of the chief princes, came to
help me because I remained there with the
kings of Persia. 14Now I have come tomake
you understand what will happen to your
people in the latter days; for the vision is yet
for many days.”

15 When he had spoken these words to
me, I set my face toward the ground, and
was mute. 16 Behold, one in the likeness
of the sons of men touched my lips. Then
I opened my mouth, and spoke and said
to him who stood before me, “My lord, by
reason of the visionmy sorrows have over-
taken me, and I retain no strength. 17 For
how can the servant of my lord talk with
my lord? For as for me, immediately there
remained no strength in me. There was no
breath left in me.”

18Then one like the appearance of a man
touchedmeagain, andhe strengthenedme.
19 He said, “Greatly beloved man, don’t be
afraid. Peace be to you. Be strong. Yes, be
strong.”
Whenhespoke tome, Iwas strengthened,

and said, “Let my lord speak; for you have
strengthenedme.”

20Then he said, “Do you knowwhy I have
come to you? Now Iwill return to fightwith
the prince of Persia. When I go out, behold,
the prince of Greece will come. 21But I will
tell you what is inscribed in the writing of
truth. There is no one who supports me
against these except Michael, your prince.

11
1 “As forme, in the first year of Darius the

Mede, I stood up to confirm and strengthen
him.

2 “Now I will show you the truth. Behold,
three more kings will stand up in Persia.
The fourth will be far richer than all of
them. When he has grown strong through
his riches, he will stir up all against the
realm of Greece. 3Amighty king will stand
up who will rule with great dominion, and
do according to his will. 4When he stands
up, his kingdomwill be broken, and will be
divided toward the four winds of the sky,
but not to his posterity, nor according to
his dominion with which he ruled; for his
kingdomwill bepluckedup, even for others
besides these.

5 “The king of the south will be strong.
One of his princes will become stronger
than him and have dominion. His domin-
ion will be a great dominion. 6 At the end
of years they will join themselves together.
The daughter of the king of the south will
come to the king of the north to make
an agreement, but she will not retain the
strength of her arm. He will also not stand,
nor will his arm; but she will be given up,
with thosewho brought her and hewho be-
came her father, and he who strengthened
her in those times.

7 “But out of a shoot from her roots one
will stand up in his place who will come to
the army and will enter into the fortress of
the king of the north, and will deal against
them and will prevail. 8He will also carry
their gods, with their molten images and
their precious vessels of silver and of gold,
captive into Egypt. He will refrain some
years from the king of the north. 9He will
come into the realmof the king of the south,
but he will return into his own land. 10His
sons will wage war and will assemble a
multitude of great forces which will keep
coming and overflow and pass through.
They will return and wage war, even to his
fortress.

11 “The king of the south will be moved
with anger andwill come out andfightwith
him, even with the king of the north. He
will send out a great multitude, and the
multitudewill be given intohis hand. 12The
multitude will be lifted up, and his heart
will be exalted. He will cast down tens of
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thousands, but hewon’t prevail. 13The king
of the north will return, and will send out
a multitude greater than the former. He
will come on at the end of the times, even of
years,withagreat armyandwithabundant
supplies.

14 “In those times many will stand up
against the king of the south. Also the chil-
dren of the violent among your people will
lift themselves up to establish the vision;
but they will fall. 15 So the king of the
north will come and cast up a mound, and
take a well-fortified city. The forces of the
south won’t stand, neither will his chosen
people, neither will there be any strength
to stand. 16 But he who comes against him
will do according to his own will, and no
one will stand before him. He will stand in
the glorious land, and destruction will be
in his hand. 17He will set his face to come
with the strengthofhiswholekingdom, and
with him equitable conditions. He will per-
form them. He will give him the daughter
of women to corrupt her; but she will not
stand, and won’t be for him. 18After this he
will turnhis face to the islands, andwill take
many; but a prince will cause the reproach
offered by him to cease. Yes, moreover,
he will cause his reproach to turn on him.
19 Then he will turn his face toward the
fortresses of his own land; but hewill stum-
ble and fall, and won’t be found.

20 “Then one who will cause a tax collec-
tor topass through thekingdomtomaintain
its glory will stand up in his place; but
within few days he shall be destroyed, not
in anger, and not in battle.

21 “In his place, a contemptible person
will stand up, to whom they had not given
the honor of the kingdom; but he will come
in time of security, andwill obtain the king-
dom by flatteries. 22 The overwhelming
forces will be overwhelmed from before
him, andwill bebroken. Yes, also theprince
of the covenant. 23After the treaty is made
with him, he will work deceitfully; for he
will come up, and will become strong with
a small people. 24 In time of security, he
will come even on the fattest places of the
province. He will do that which his fathers
have not done, nor his fathers’ fathers. He
will scatter among them prey, plunder, and
substance. Yes, he will devise his plans
against the strongholds, even for a time.

25 “He will stir up his power and his
courage against the king of the south with
a great army; and the king of the south
will wage war in battle with an exceed-
ingly great and mighty army; but he won’t
stand, for they will devise plans against
him. 26 Yes, those who eat of his delicacies
will destroyhim, andhis armywill be swept

away. Many will fall down slain. 27 As for
both these kings, their hearts will be to do
mischief, and they will speak lies at one
table; but it won’t prosper, for the end will
still be at theappointed time. 28Thenhewill
return into his land with great wealth. His
heart will be against the holy covenant. He
will take action and return to his own land.

29 “He will return at the appointed time
and come into the south; but it won’t be
in the latter time as it was in the former.
30For ships of Kittimwill come against him.
Therefore he will be grieved, and will re-
turn, and have indignation against the holy
covenant, and will take action. He will
even return, and have regard to those who
forsake the holy covenant.

31 “Forces will stand on his part and
they will profane the sanctuary, even the
fortress, and will take away the continual
burnt offering. Then they will set up the
abomination that makes desolate. 32 He
will corrupt those who do wickedly against
the covenant by flatteries; but the people
who know their Godwill be strong and take
action.

33 “Those who are wise among the people
will instruct many; yet they will fall by the
sword and by flame, by captivity and by
plunder, many days. 34 Now when they
fall, they will be helped with a little help;
but manywill join themselves to themwith
flatteries. 35 Some of those who are wise
will fall, to refine them, and to purify, and
to make themwhite, even to the time of the
end; because it is yet for the appointed time.

36 “The king will do according to his will.
He will exalt himself, and magnify himself
above every god, and will speakmarvelous
things against the God of gods. Hewill pros-
per until the indignation is accomplished;
for what is determined will be done. 37He
won’t regard the gods of his fathers, or the
desire of women, or regard any god; for he
will magnify himself above all. 38But in his
place hewill honor the godof fortresses. He
will honor a god whom his fathers didn’t
knowwith gold, silver, precious stones, and
pleasant things. 39 He will deal with the
strongest fortresses by the help of a foreign
god. He will increase with glory whoever
acknowledges him. He will cause them to
rule overmany, andwill divide the land for
a price.

40 “At the time of the end, the king of the
south will contend with him; and the king
of the north will come against him like a
whirlwind, with chariots, with horsemen,
and with many ships. He will enter into
the countries, and will overflow and pass
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through. 41He will enter also into the glori-
ous land, and many countries will be over-
thrown; but these will be delivered out of
his hand: Edom, Moab, and the chief of the
children of Ammon. 42He will also stretch
out his hand against the countries. The
land of Egypt won’t escape. 43 But he will
have power over the treasures of gold and
of silver, and over all the precious things
of Egypt. The Libyans and the Ethiopians
will be at his steps. 44 But news out of the
east and out of the north will trouble him;
and hewill go outwith great fury to destroy
and utterly to sweep away many. 45He will
plant the tents of his palace between the sea
and the glorious holy mountain; yet he will
come to his end, and no one will help him.

12
1 “At that time Michael will stand up, the

great prince who stands for the children of
your people. Therewill be a timeof trouble,
such as never was since there was a nation
even to that same time. At that time, your
people will be delivered—everyone who is
found written in the book. 2Many of those
who sleep in the dust of the earth will
awake, some to everlasting life, and some
to shame and everlasting contempt. 3Those
who are wise will shine as the brightness
of the expanse. Those who turn many to
righteousness will shine like the stars for-
ever and ever. 4But you, Daniel, shut up the
words and seal the book, even to the time of
the end. Many will run back and forth, and
knowledge will be increased.”

5 Then I, Daniel, looked, and behold, two
others stood, one on the river bank on this
side, and the other on the river bank on
that side. 6 One said to the man clothed
in linen, who was above the waters of the
river, “How longwill it be to the endof these
wonders?”

7 I heard the man clothed in linen, who
was above the waters of the river, when
he held up his right hand and his left hand
to heaven, and swore by him who lives
forever that itwill be for a time, times, anda
half; andwhen they have finished breaking
in pieces the power of the holy people, all
these things will be finished.

8 I heard, but I didn’t understand. Then I
said, “My lord, what will be the outcome of
these things?”

9 He said, “Go your way, Daniel; for the
words are shut up and sealed until the time
of the end. 10Many will purify themselves,
make themselveswhite, and be refined; but

the wicked will do wickedly. None of the
wicked will understand; but those who are
wise will understand.

11“Fromthe time that the continual burnt
offering is taken away and the abomina-
tion that makes desolate set up, there will
be one thousand two hundred ninety days.
12 Blessed is he who waits and comes to
the one thousand three hundred thirty-five
days.

13 “But go your way until the end; for you
will rest and will stand in your inheritance
at the end of the days.”

13
THEHISTORYOF SUSANNA

1 *A man lived in Babylon, and his name
was Joakim. 2He took a wife, whose name
was Susanna, the daughter of Helkias, a
very fair woman, and one who feared the
Lord. 3 Her parents were also righteous,
and taught their daughter according to the
law of Moses. 4 Now Joakim was a great
rich man, and had a beautiful garden next
to his house. The Jews used to come to him,
because he was more honorable than all
others. 5 The same year, two of the elders
of the people were appointed to be judges,
such as the Lord spoke of, that wickedness
came from Babylon from elders who were
judges, who were supposed to govern the
people. 6 These were often at Joakim’s
house. All that had any lawsuits came to
them.

7 When the people departed away at
noon, Susannawent intoherhusband’s gar-
den to walk. 8The two elders saw her going
in every day and walking; and they were
inflamedwith lust for her. 9They perverted
their ownmindand turnedaway their eyes,
that they might not look to heaven, nor
remember just judgments. 10And although
they both were wounded with lust for her,
yet darednot show theotherhis grief. 11For
they were ashamed to declare their lust,
what they desired to dowith her. 12Yet they
watched eagerly from day to day to see her.
13 The one said to the other, “Let’s go home,
now; for it is dinner time.” 14 So when they
had gone out, they parted company, and
turning back again, they came to the same
place. After they had asked one another the
cause, they acknowledged their lust. Then
they appointed a time both together, when
theymight find her alone.

15 It happened, as they watched on an
opportune day, she went in as before with
only two maids, and she desired to wash

* 13:1 The History of Susanna is translated from chapter 13 of Daniel in the Greek Septuagint. It is not found in the
traditional Hebrew text of Daniel. The History of Susanna is recognized as Deuterocanonical Scripture by the Roman
Catholic, Greek Orthodox, and Russian Orthodox Churches.
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herself in thegarden; for itwashot. 16There
was nobody there except the two elders
who had hid themselves and watched her.
17 Then she said to her maids, “Bring me
olive oil and ointment, and shut the garden
doors, that I may wash myself.” 18 They
did as she asked them and shut the garden
doors, and went out themselves at the side
doors to fetch the things that she had com-
manded them. They didn’t see the elders,
because they were hidden.

19Nowwhen the maids had gone out, the
two elders rose up and ran to her, saying,
20 “Behold, the garden doors are shut, that
no man can see us, and we are in love with
you. Therefore consent to us, and lie with
us. 21 If you will not, we will testify against
you, that a youngmanwas with you; there-
fore you sent yourmaids away from you.”

22 Then Susanna sighed, and said, “I am
trapped; for if I do this thing, it is death
to me. If I don’t do it, I can’t escape your
hands. 23 It is better for me to fall into your
hands, and not do it, than to sin in the sight
of the Lord.” 24 With that Susanna cried
with a loud voice; and the two elders cried
out against her. 25Thenone of themranand
opened the garden doors.

26 So when the servants of the house
heard the cry in the garden, they rushed in
at the side door to see what had happened
to her. 27But when the elders had told their
tale, the servants were greatly ashamed;
for there was never such a report made of
Susanna.

28 It came to pass on the next day,
when the people assembled to her husband
Joakim, the two elders came full of their
wicked intent against Susanna to put her
to death, 29 and said before the people,
“Send for Susanna, the daughter of Helkias,
Joakim’s wife.” So they sent; 30 and she
came with her father and mother, her chil-
dren, and all her kindred. 31Now Susanna
wasaverydelicatewoman, andbeautiful to
behold. 32 These wicked men commanded
her to be unveiled, for she was veiled,
that they might be filled with her beauty.
33 Therefore her friends and all who saw
herwept. 34Then the two elders stood up in
themidst of the people and laid their hands
upon her head. 35 She, weeping, looked up
toward heaven; for her heart trusted in the
Lord.

36 The elders said, “As we walked in the
garden alone, thiswoman came inwith two
maids, shut the garden doors, and sent the
maids away. 37Then a youngmanwho was
hidden there came to her and lay with her.
38And we, being in a corner of the garden,
sawthiswickednessandran to them. 39And
when we saw them together, we couldn’t

hold the man; for he was stronger than
we, and opened the doors, and leaped out.
40 But having taken this woman, we asked
who the youngmanwas, but she would not
tell us. We testify these things.

41 Then the assembly believed them, as
those who were elders of the people and
judges; so they condemned her to death.

42 Then Susanna cried out with a loud
voice, and said, “O everlasting God, you
know the secrets, and know all things be-
fore they happen. 43 You know that they
have testified falsely against me. Behold,
I must die, even though I never did such
things as these men have maliciously in-
vented against me.”

44The Lord heard her voice. 45Therefore
when she was led away to be put to death,
God raised up the holy spirit of a young
youth, whose name was Daniel. 46He cried
witha loudvoice, “I amclear fromtheblood
of this woman!”

47Thenall thepeople turned themtoward
him, and said, “What do these words that
you have spokenmean?”

48 So he, standing in the midst of them,
said, “Are you all such fools, you sons of
Israel, that without examination or knowl-
edge of the truth you have condemned a
daughter of Israel? 49 Return again to the
place of judgment; for these have testified
falsely against her.”

50 Therefore all the people turned again
in haste, and the elders said to him, “Come,
sit downamongus, and show it to us, seeing
God has given you the honor of an elder.”

51 Then Daniel said to them, “Put them
far apart from each another, and I will
examine them.” 52 So when they were put
apart one from another, he called one of
them, and said to him, “O you who have
become old in wickedness, now your sins
have returned which you have committed
before, 53 in pronouncing unjust judgment,
condemning the innocent, and letting the
guilty go free; although the Lord says, ‘You
shall not kill the innocent and righteous.’
54Now then, if you saw her, tell me, under
which tree did you see them companying
together?”
He answered, “Under amastick tree.”
55 And Daniel said, “You have certainly

lied against your own head; for even now
the angel of God has received the sentence
of God and will cut you in two.” 56 So he
put him aside, and commanded to bring
the other, and said to him, “O you seed
of Canaan, and not of Judah, beauty has
deceived you, and lust has perverted your
heart. 57 Thus you have dealt with the
daughters of Israel, and they for fear were
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intimate with you; but the daughter of Ju-
dah would not tolerate your wickedness.
58Now therefore tell me, under which tree
didyou take thembeing intimate together?”
He answered, “Under an evergreen oak

tree.”
59ThenDaniel said to him, “You have also

certainly lied against your own head; for
the angel of Godwaitswith the sword to cut
you in two, that hemay destroy you.”

60 With that, all the assembly cried out
with a loud voice, and blessed God, who
saves those who hope in him. 61 Then they
arose against the two elders, for Daniel had
convicted them of false testimony out of
their own mouth. 62 According to the law
of Moses they did to them what they ma-
liciously intended to do to their neighbor.
They put them to death, and the innocent
bloodwas saved the same day. 63Therefore
Helkias and his wife praised God for their
daughter Susanna, with Joakim her hus-
band, and all the kindred, because there
was no dishonesty found in her. 64 And
from that day forth, Daniel had a great rep-
utation in the sight of the people.

14
Bel and the Dragon

1 *King Astyages was gathered to his fa-
thers, and Cyrus the Persian received his
kingdom. 2Daniel lived with the king, and
was honored above all his friends.

3Now the Babylonians had an idol called
Bel, and every day twelve great measures
of fine flour, forty sheep, and six firkins† of
wine were spent on it. 4 The king honored
it and went daily to worship it; but Daniel
worshiped his own God. The king said to
him, “Why don’t you worship Bel?”

5He said, “Because I may not honor idols
made with hands, but only the living God,
who has created the sky and the earth, and
has sovereignty over all flesh.”

6 Then the king said to him, “Don’t you
think that Bel is a living god? Don’t you see
howmuch he eats and drinks every day?”

7 Then Daniel laughed, and said, “O king,
don’t be deceived; for this is just clay inside,
and brass outside, and never ate or drank
anything.”

8So the king was angry, and called for his
priests, and said to them, “If you don’t tell
mewho this iswhodevours these expenses,
you shall die. 9But if you can showme that
Bel devours them, then Daniel shall die; for
he has spoken blasphemy against Bel.”

Daniel said to the king, “Let it be accord-
ing to your word.”

10Now there were seventy priests of Bel,
besides their wives and children. The king
went with Daniel into Bel’s temple. 11 So
Bel’spriests said, “Behold,wewill leave; but
you, O king, set out the food, and mix the
wine and set it out, shut the door securely,
and seal it with your own signet. 12When
you come in the morning, if you don’t find
that Bel has eaten everything,wewill suffer
death, or else Daniel, who speaks falsely
against us.”

13They weren’t concerned, for under the
table they had made a secret entrance, by
which they entered in continually, and con-
sumed those things. 14 It happened, when
they had gone out, the king set the food
beforeBel. NowDanielhadcommandedhis
servants to bring ashes, and they scattered
them all over the temple in the presence of
the king alone. Then theywent out, shut the
door, sealed it with the king’s signet, and so
departed.

15Now in the night, the priests camewith
their wives and children, as they usually
did, and ate and drank it all. 16 In the
morning, the king arose, and Daniel with
him. 17 The king said, “Daniel, are the seals
whole?”
He said, “Yes, O king, they are whole.”
18And as soon as he had opened the door,

the king looked at the table, and cried with
a loud voice, “You are great, O Bel, andwith
you is no deceit at all!”

19ThenDaniel laughed, and held the king
that he should not go in, and said, “Behold
now the pavement, and mark well whose
footsteps these are.”

20 The king said, “I see the footsteps of
men, women, and children.” Then the king
was angry, 21and took the priests with their
wives and children, who showed him the
secret doors, where they came in and con-
sumed the things that were on the table.
22 Therefore the king killed them, and de-
livered Bel into Daniel’s power, who over-
threw it and its temple.

23 In that same place there was a great
dragon which the people of Babylon wor-
shiped. 24The king said to Daniel, “Will you
also say that this is of brass? Behold, he
lives, eats and drinks. You can’t say that he
is no living god. Therefore worship him.”

25 Then Daniel said, “I will worship the
Lord my God; for he is a living God. 26 But
allow me, O king, and I will kill this dragon
without sword or staff.”

* 14:1 BelandtheDragon is translated fromchapter14ofDaniel in theGreekSeptuagint. It isnot found in the traditional
Hebrew text of Daniel. Bel and the Dragon is recognized as Deuterocanonical Scripture by the Roman Catholic, Greek
Orthodox, and Russian Orthodox Churches. † 14:3 a firkin is about 41 liters or 11 gallons.
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The king said, “I allow you.”
27 Then Daniel took pitch, fat, and hair,

andmelted them together, andmade lumps
of them. He put these in the dragon’s
mouth, so the dragon ate and burst apart.
Daniel said, “Behold, these are the gods you
all worship.”

28 When the people of Babylon heard
that, they took great indignation, and con-
spired against the king, saying, “The king
has become a Jew. He has pulled down Bel,
slain the dragon, and put the priests to the
sword.” 29 So they came to the king, and
said, “Deliver Daniel to us, or else we will
destroy you and your house.”

30 Now when the king saw that they
trapped him, being constrained, the king
delivered Daniel to them. 31 They cast
him into the lion’s den, where he was six
days. 32 There were seven lions in the den,
and they had been giving them two car-
casses and two sheep every day, which then
were not given to them, intending that they
would devour Daniel.

33 Now there was in Jewry the prophet
Habakkuk,‡ who had made stew, and had
brokenbread intoabowl. Hewasgoing into
the field to bring it to the reapers. 34 But
the angel of the Lord said to Habakkuk, “Go
carry the dinner that youhave intoBabylon
to Daniel, in the lions’ den.”

35 Habakkuk said, “Lord, I never saw
Babylon. I don’t knowwhere the den is.”

36Then the angel of the Lord took him by
the crown, and lifted him up by the hair of
his head, andwith the blast of his breath set
him in Babylon over the den.

37 Habakkuk cried, saying, “O Daniel,
Daniel, take the dinner which God has sent
you.”

38 Daniel said, “You have remembered
me, O God! You haven’t forsaken thosewho
love you!” 39 So Daniel arose and ate; and
the angel of God set Habakkuk in his own
place again immediately. 40On the seventh
day, the king came to mourn for Daniel.
Whenhe came to the den, he looked in, and,
behold, Daniel was sitting. 41Then the king
cried with a loud voice, saying, “Great are
you, O Lord, you God of Daniel, and there is
none other beside you!” 42 So he drew him
out, and cast those that were the cause of
his destruction into the den; and they were
devoured in amoment before his face.

‡ 14:33 Gr. Ambakoum.
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TheWisdom of Solomon
The Wisdom of Solomon is recognized as

Deuterocanonical Scripture by the Roman
Catholic, Greek Orthodox, and Russian Or-
thodox Churches.

1
1Love righteousness, all youwhoare judges

of the earth.
Think of the Lord* with a goodmind.

Seek him in singleness of heart,
2 because he is found by those who
don’t put him to the test,

and is manifested to those who trust
him.

3 for crooked thoughts separate from God.
His Power convicts when it is tested,
and exposes the foolish;

4 because wisdom will not enter into a soul
that devises evil,

nor dwell in a body that is enslaved by
sin.

5 For a holy spirit of discipline will flee de-
ceit,

and will depart from thoughts that are
without understanding,

and will be ashamed when unrigh-
teousness has come in.

6For†wisdom is a spirit who loves man,
and she will not hold a‡ blasphemer
guiltless for his lips,

because God is witness of his inmost
self,

and is a true overseer of his heart,
and a hearer of his tongue.

7 Because the spirit of the Lord has filled§
the world,

and thatwhichholdsall things together
knows what is said.

8 Therefore no one who utters unrighteous
things will be unseen;

neither will Justice, when it convicts,
pass him by.

9 For in his counsels the ungodly will be
searched out,

and the sound of hiswordswill come to
the Lord to bring his lawless deeds to
conviction;

10because a jealous ear listens to all things,
and the noise of murmurings is not
hidden.

11Beware then of unprofitablemurmuring,
and keep your tongue from slander;
because no secret utterance will go on
its way void,

and a lyingmouth destroys a soul.
12Don’t court death in the error of your life.

Don’t draw destruction upon your-
selves by the works of your hands;

13because God didn’t make death,
neither does he delight when the living
perish.

14 For he created all things that they might
have being.

The generative powers of theworld are
wholesome,

and there is no poison of destruction in
them,

nor has Hades* royal dominion upon
earth;

15 for righteousness is immortal,
16 but ungodly men by their hands and
their words summon death;

deeming him a friend they† pined
away.

Theymade a covenant with him,
because they areworthy to belongwith
him.

2
1 For they said* within themselves, with

unsound reasoning,
“Our life is short and sorrowful.
There is no healing when aman comes
to his end,

and no one was ever known who† was
released fromHades.

2Because wewere born bymere chance,
and hereafter we will be as though we
had never been,

because the breath in our nostrils is
smoke,

and reason is a spark kindled by the
beating of our heart,

3whichbeingextinguished, thebodywill be
turned into ashes,

and the spirit will be dispersed as thin
air.

4Our namewill be forgotten in time.
No one will remember our works.
Our life will pass away as the traces of
a cloud,

and will be scattered as is a mist,
when it is chased by the rays of the sun,
and‡ overcome by its heat.

5 For our allotted time is the passing of a
shadow,

and our end doesn’t retreat,
because it is securely sealed, and no
one§ turns it back.

* 1:1 Gr. in goodness. † 1:6 Some authorities read the spirit of wisdom is loving to man. ‡ 1:6 Or, reviler
§ 1:7 Gr. the inhabited earth. * 1:14 Or, a royal house † 1:16 Or, were consumed with love of him * 2:1

Or, among † 2:1 Or, returned out of Hades ‡ 2:4 Gr. weighed down. § 2:5 Or, comes again
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6 “Come therefore and let’s enjoy the good
things that exist.

Let’s use the creation earnestly as in
our youth.

7 Let’s fill ourselves with costly wine and
perfumes,

and let no spring flower pass us by.
8 Let’s crown ourselves with rosebuds be-

fore they wither.
9Let none of us go without his share in our

proud revelry.
Let’s leave tokens ofmirth everywhere,
because this is our portion, and this is
our lot.

10Let’s oppress the righteous poor.
Let’s not spare the widow,
nor regard the gray hair of the oldman.

11But let our strength be a law of righteous-
ness;

for that which is weak is proven use-
less.

12But let’s lie in wait for the righteousman,
because he annoys us,
is contrary to our works,
reproachesuswith sins against the law,
and charges us with sins against our
training.

13He professes to have knowledge of God,
and calls himself a child of the Lord.

14 He became to us a reproof of our
thoughts.

15He is grievous to us even to look at,
because his life is unlike other men’s,
and his paths are strange.

16We were regarded by him as something
worthless,

and he abstains from our ways as from
uncleanness.

He calls the latter end of the righteous
happy.

He boasts that God is his father.
17Let’s see if his words are true.

Let’s testwhatwill happen at the end of
his life.

18 For if the righteous man is God’s son, he
will uphold him,

and he will deliver him out of the hand
of his adversaries.

19Let’s test himwith insult and torture,
that wemay find out how gentle he is,
and test his patience.

20Let’s condemn him to a shameful death,
for he will be protected, according to
his words.”

21 Thus they reasoned, and they were led
astray;

for their wickedness blinded them,
22 and they didn’t know the mysteries of

God,
neither did they hope forwages of holi-
ness,

nordid theydiscern that there is aprize
for blameless souls.

23 Because God created man for incorrup-
tion,

and made him an image of his own
everlastingness;

24 but death entered into the world by the
envy of the devil,

and those who belong to him experi-
ence it.

3
1 But the souls of the righteous are in the

hand of God,
and no torment will touch them.

2 In the eyes of the foolish they seemed to
have died.

Their departure was considered a dis-
aster,

3and their travel away from us ruin,
but they are in peace.

4 For even if in the sight of men they are
punished,

their hope is full of immortality.
5Having borne a little chastening, they will

receive great good;
because God tested them, and found
themworthy of himself.

6He tested them like gold in the furnace,
and he accepted them as awhole burnt
offering.

7 In the time of their visitation they will
shine.

Theywill runbackand forth like sparks
among stubble.

8 They will judge nations and have domin-
ion over peoples.

The Lord will reign over them forever.
9 Those who trust him will understand
truth.

The faithful will live with him in love,
because grace and mercy are with his
chosen ones.

10But the ungodly will be punished even as
their reasoning deserves,

thosewhoneglected righteousness and
revolted from the Lord;

11 for he who despises wisdom and dis-
cipline is miserable.

Their hope is void and their toils unprof-
itable.

Their works are useless.
12Theirwives are foolish and their children

are wicked.
13Their descendants are cursed.

For the barren woman who is undefiled is
happy,

she who has not conceived in trans-
gression.

Shewill have fruit whenGod examines
souls.
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14 So is the eunuch which has done no law-
less deed with his hands,

nor imaginedwicked things against the
Lord;

for a precious gift will be given to him for
his faithfulness,

and a delightful inheritance in the
Lord’s sanctuary.

15 For good labors have fruit of great
renown.

The root of understanding can’t fail.
16 But children of adulterers will not come

tomaturity.
The seedof anunlawful unionwill van-
ish away.

17 For if they live long, they will not be
esteemed,

and in the end, their old age will be
without honor.

18 If they die young, they will have no hope,
nor consolation in the day of judgment.

19For the end of an unrighteous generation
is always grievous.

4
1 It is better to be childless with virtue,

for immortality is in the memory of
virtue,

because it is recognized both before
God and before men.

2When it is present, people imitate it.
They long after it when it has departed.

Throughout all time itmarches, crowned in
triumph,

victorious in the competition for the
prizes that are undefiled.

3 But the multiplying brood of the ungodly
will be of no profit,

and their illegitimate offshoots won’t
take deep root,

nor will they establish a sure hold.
4 For even if they grow branches and flour-

ish for a season,
standingunsure, theywill be shakenby
the wind.

They will be uprooted by the violence
of winds.

5 Their branches will be broken off before
they come tomaturity.

Their fruit will be useless,
never ripe to eat, and fit for nothing.

6Forunlawfully conceivedchildrenarewit-
nesses of wickedness

against parents when they are investi-
gated.

7But a righteousman, even if he dies before
his time, will be at rest.

8 For honorable old age is not that which
stands in length of time,

nor is its measure given by number of
years,

9butunderstanding is grayhair tomen,
and an unspotted life is ripe old age.

10 Being found well-pleasing to God, some-
one was loved.

While living among sinners he was
transported.

11 He was caught away, lest evil should
change his understanding,

or guile deceive his soul.
12 For the fascination of wickedness ob-

scures the things which are good,
and the whirl of desire perverts an in-
nocent mind.

13Beingmade perfect quickly,
he filled a long time;
14 for his soul was pleasing to the Lord.
Thereforehehurriedoutof themidst of
wickedness.

15 But the peoples saw and didn’t under-
stand,

not considering this, that grace and
mercy are with his chosen,

and that he visits his holy ones;
16 but a righteous man who is dead will

condemn theungodlywhoare living,
and youthwho is quickly perfectedwill
condemn the many years of an un-
righteous man’s old age.

17For the ungodlywill see awiseman’s end,
and won’t understand what the Lord
planned for him,

and why he safely kept him.
18They will see, and they will despise;

but the Lord will laugh them to scorn.
After this, they will become a dishonored

carcass
and a reproach among the dead for-
ever;

19 because he will dash them speechless to
the ground,

and will shake them from the founda-
tions.

They will lie utterly waste.
They will be in anguish
and their memory will perish.

20 They will come with coward fear when
their sins are counted.

Their lawless deeds will convict them
to their face.

5
1Then the righteousmanwill stand in great

boldness
before the face of those who afflicted
him,

and those who make his labors of no
account.

2When they see him, they will be troubled
with terrible fear,
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and will be amazed at the marvel of
salvation.

3Theywill speakamong themselves repent-
ing,

and for distress of spirit they will
groan,

“This was he whom we used to hold in
derision,

as a parable of reproach.
4We fools considered his life madness,

and his end without honor.
5Howwas he counted among sons of God?

How is his lot among saints?
6 Truly we went astray from the way of

truth.
The light of righteousness didn’t shine
for us.

The sun didn’t rise for us.
7 We* took our fill of the paths of lawless-

ness and destruction.
We traveled through trackless deserts,
but we didn’t know the Lord’s way.

8What did our arrogance profit us?
What good have riches and boasting
brought us?

9Those things all passed away as a shadow,
like a rumor that runs by,
10 like a ship passing through the bil-
lowywater,

which, when it has gone by, there is no
trace to be found,

no pathway of its keel in the waves.
11Or it is like when a bird flies through the

air,
no evidence of its passage is found,
but the light wind, lashed with the
stroke of its pinions,

and torn apart with the violent rush of
themovingwings, is passed through.

Afterwards no sign of its coming re-
mains.

12 Or it is like when an arrow is shot at a
mark,

the air it divided closes up again imme-
diately,

so thatmendon’t knowwhere it passed
through.

13 So we also, as soon as we were born,
ceased to be;

and we had no sign of virtue to show,
but we were utterly consumed in our
wickedness.”

14 Because the hope of the ungodly man is
like chaff carried by the wind,

and† as‡ foam vanishing before a tem-
pest;

and is scattered like smokeby thewind,

and passes by as the remembrance of a
guest who stays just a day.

15But the righteous live forever.
Their reward is in the Lord,
and the care for them with the Most
High.

16 Therefore they will receive the crown of
royal dignity

and the diadem of beauty from the
Lord’s hand,

because he will cover them with his right
hand,

and he will shield themwith his arm.
17Hewill take his zeal as complete armor,

and will make the whole creation his
weapons to punish his enemies:

18He will put on righteousness as a breast-
plate,

and will wear impartial judgment as a
helmet.

19 He will take holiness as an invincible
shield.

20 He will sharpen stern wrath for a
sword.

The universe will go with him to fight
against his frenzied foes.

21 Shafts of lightning will fly with true aim.
They will leap to the mark from the
clouds, as from awell-drawn bow.

22Hailstones full of wrath will be hurled as
from a catapult.

The water of the sea will be angered
against them.

Rivers will sternly overwhelm them.
23Amighty wind will encounter them.

It will winnow them away like a tem-
pest.

So lawlessness will make all the land deso-
late.

Their evil-doing will overturn the
thrones of princes.

6
1 Hear therefore, you kings, and under-

stand.
Learn, you judges of the ends of the
earth.

2Give ear, you rulers who have domin-
ion over many people,

and make your boast* in multitudes of
nations,

3 because your dominion was given to you
from the Lord,

and your sovereignty from the Most
High.

He will search out your works,
and will inquire about your plans,

* 5:7 See Proverbs 14:14. † 5:14 Gr. like foam chased to thinness: or, as thin foam chased. ‡ 5:14 Most Greek

authorities read hoar frost: some authorities, perhaps rightly, a spider’s web. * 6:2 Or, in the multitudes of your
nations
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4because being officers of his kingdom, you
didn’t judge rightly,

nor did you keep the law,
nor did you walk according to God’s
counsel.

5 He will come upon you awfully and
swiftly,

because a stern judgment comes on
those who are in high places.

6For themanof lowestatemaybepardoned
inmercy,

butmightymenwill bemightily tested.
7 For the Sovereign Lord of all will not be

impressed with anyone,
neitherwill he showdeference togreat-
ness;

because it is he who made both small and
great,

and cares about them all;
8but the scrutiny that comes upon the pow-

erful is strict.
9Therefore,mywords are to you, Oprinces,

that youmay learnwisdomand not fall
away.

10 For those who have kept the things that
are holy in holiness will be made
holy.

Those who have been taught them will
find what to say in defense.

11Therefore set your desire onmywords.
Long for them, and you princes will be
instructed.

12Wisdom is radiant anddoesn’t fade away;
and is easily seen by those who love
her,

and found by those who seek her.
13 She anticipates those who desire her,

making herself known.
14 He who rises up early to seek her won’t

have difficulty,
for he will find her sitting at his gates.
15For to think upon her is perfection of
understanding,

and he who watches for her will
quickly be free from care;

16because she herself goes around, seeking
those who are worthy of her,

and in their paths she appears to them
graciously,

and in every purpose shemeets them.
17 For her true beginning is desire for in-

struction;
and desire for instruction is love.

18And love is observance of her laws.
To give heed to her laws confirms im-
mortality.

19 Immortality brings closeness to God.
20 So then desire for wisdom promotes
to a kingdom.

21 If therefore you delight in thrones and
sceptres, you princes of peoples,

honor wisdom, that you may reign for-
ever.

22 But what wisdom is, and how she came
into being, I will declare.

I won’t hide mysteries from you;
but I will explore from her first begin-
ning,

bring the knowledge of her into clear
light,

and I will not pass by the truth.
23 Indeed, I won’t travel with consuming

envy,
because envy will have no fellowship
with wisdom.

24 But a multitude of wise men is salvation
to the world,

and an understanding king is stability
for his people.

25Thereforebe instructedbymywords, and
you will profit.

7
1 I myself am also* mortal, like everyone

else,
and am a descendant of one formed
first and born of the earth.

2 I molded into flesh in the time of ten
months inmymother’s womb,

being compacted in blood from the
seed of man and pleasure of mar-
riage.

3 I also, when I was born, drew in the com-
mon air,

and fell upon the kindred earth,
uttering, like all, formyfirst voice, the same

cry.
4 I was nursed with care in swaddling

clothes.
5For no king had a different beginning,

6 but all men have one entrance into
life, and a common departure.

7For this cause Iprayed, andunderstanding
was given to me.

I asked, and a spirit of wisdom came to
me.

8 I preferred her before sceptres and
thrones.

I considered riches nothing in compar-
ison to her.

9 Neither did I liken to her any priceless
gem,

because all gold in her presence is a
little sand,

and silver will be considered as clay
before her.

10 I loved her more than health and beauty,
and I chose to have her rather than
light,

* 7:1 Many authorities read amortal man.



Wisdom of Solomon 7:11 791 Wisdom of Solomon 8:7

becauseher bright shining is never laid
to sleep.

11All good things came tomewith her,
and innumerable riches are in her
hands.

12And I rejoiced over them all because wis-
dom leads them;

although I didn’t know that she was
their mother.

13As I learned without guile, I impart with-
out grudging.

I don’t hide her riches.
14 For she is a treasure for men that doesn’t

fail,
and those who use it obtain friendship
with God,

commended by the gifts which they
present through discipline.

15 But may God grant that I may speak his
judgment,

and to conceive thoughts worthy of
what has been givenme;

because he is onewho guides evenwis-
dom andwho corrects the wise.

16 For both we and our words are in his
hand,

with all understanding and skill in var-
ious crafts.

17 For he himself gave me an unerring
knowledge of the things that are,

to know the structure of the universe
and the operation of the elements;

18 the beginning, end, and middle of
times;

the alternations of the solstices and the
changes of seasons;

19 the circuits of years and the positions
of stars;

20 the natures of living creatures and
the raging of wild beasts;

the violence of†winds and the thoughts
of men;

the diversities of plants and the virtues
of roots.

21 All things that are either secret or mani-
fest I learned,

22 forwisdom, that is the architect of all
things, taught me.

For there is in her a spirit that is quick to
understand, holy,

unique, manifold, subtle, freely mov-
ing, clear in utterance, unpolluted,

distinct, invulnerable, loving what is
good, keen, unhindered,

23 beneficent, loving toward man,
steadfast, sure, free from care, all-
powerful, all-surveying,

and penetrating through all spirits that
are quick to understand, pure, most
subtle.

24For wisdom is moremobile than anymo-
tion.

Yes, she pervades and penetrates all
things by reason of her purity.

25For she is a breath of the power of God,
and a pure emanation of the glory of
the Almighty.

Thereforenothingdefiledcanfindentrance
into her.

26For she is a reflection of everlasting light,
an unspotted mirror of the working of
God,

and an image of his goodness.
27Although she is one, she has power to do

all things.
Remaining in herself, she renews all
things.

From generation to generation passing into
holy souls,

shemakes friends of God andprophets.
28ForGod lovesnothing asmuchas one
who dwells with wisdom.

29For she is fairer than the sun,
and above all the constellations of the
stars.

She is better than light.
30For daylight yields to night,

but evil does not prevail against wis-
dom.

8
1But she reaches from one end to the other

with full strength,
and orders all things well.

2 I loved her and sought her frommy youth.
I sought to take her for my bride.
I became enamoured by her beauty.

3She glorifies her noble birth by livingwith
God.

The Sovereign Lord of all loves her.
4 For she is initiated into the knowledge of

God,
and she chooses his works.

5 But if riches are a desired possession in
life,

what is richer than wisdom, which
makes all things?

6And if understanding is effective,
whomore than*wisdom is an architect
of the things that exist?

7 If a man loves righteousness,
the fruits of wisdom’s labor† are
virtues,

for she teaches soberness, understand-
ing, righteousness, and courage.

† 7:20 Or, spirits * 8:6 Gr. she. † 8:7 Gr. her labors
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There is nothing in life more profitable
for people than these.

8And if anyone longs for wide experience,
she knows the things of old, and infers
the things to come.

She understands subtleties of speeches
and interpretations of dark sayings.

She foresees signs and wonders, and
the issues of seasons and times.

9 Therefore I determined to take her to live
withme,

knowing that she isonewhowouldgive
me good counsel,

and encourageme in cares and grief.
10 Because of her, I will have glory among

multitudes,
and honor in the sight of elders, though
I am young.

11 I will be found keen when I give judg-
ment.

I will be admired in the presence of
rulers.

12When I am silent, they will wait for me.
When I open my lips, they will heed
what I say.

If I continue speaking, they will put
their hands on their mouths.

13Because of her, I will have immortality,
and leavebehindaneternalmemory to
those who come after me.

14 I will govern peoples.
Nations will be subjected to me.

15 Dreaded monarchs will fear me when
they hear of me.

Among thepeople, Iwill showmyself to
be good, and courageous in war.

16 When I come into my house, I will find
rest with her.

For conversation with her has no bit-
terness,

and living with her has no pain, but
gladness and joy.

17When I considered these things inmyself,
and thought inmyhearthowimmortal-
ity is in kinship to wisdom,

18and in her friendship is good delight,
and in the labors of her hands iswealth
that doesn’t fail,

and understanding is in her compan-
ionship,

and great renown in having fellowship
with her words,

I went about seeking how to take her to
myself.

19Now I was a clever child, and received a
good soul.

20Or rather, being good, I came into an
undefiled body.

21But perceiving that I could not otherwise
possess wisdom unless God gave her
to me—

yes, and to know and understand by
whom the grace is given—

I pleaded with the Lord and implored
him, and withmywhole heart I said:

9
1 “OGod ofmy ancestors and Lord ofmercy,

whomade all things by your word;
2and by your wisdom you formedman,

that he should have dominion over the
creatures that weremade by you,

3 and rule the world in holiness and righ-
teousness,

and execute judgment in uprightness
of soul,

4 give me wisdom, her who sits by you
on your thrones.

Don’t rejectme fromamongyour* servants,
5because I amyour servant and the son
of your handmaid,

a weak and short-livedman,
with little power to understand judg-
ment and laws.

6Foreven if aman isperfect among the sons
of men,

if the wisdom that comes from you is
not with him, he will count for noth-
ing.

7You choseme to be king of your people,
and a judge for your sons and daugh-
ters.

8You gave a command to build a sanctuary
on your holy mountain,

and† an altar in the city where you live,
a copy of the holy tent which you pre-
pared from the beginning.

9 Wisdom is with you and knows your
works,

and was present when you were mak-
ing the world,

and understands what is pleasing in
your eyes,

and what is right according to your
commandments.

10 Send her from the holy heavens,
and ask her to come from the throne of
your glory,

that being present with me she may
work,

and I may learn what pleases you well.
11 For she knows all things and under-

stands,
and she will guide me prudently in my
actions.

She will guardme in her glory.
12 Somyworks will be acceptible.

I will judge your people righteously,
* 9:4 Or, children † 9:8 Or, a place of sacrifice ‡ 9:12 Gr. thrones.
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and I will be worthy of my father’s‡
throne.

13 For what man will know the counsel of
God?

Or who will conceive what the Lord
wills?

14For the thoughts of mortals are unstable,
and our plans are prone to fail.

15 For a corruptible body weighs down the
soul.

The earthy tent burdens a mind that is
full of cares.

16Wecanhardlyguess the things that areon
earth,

and we find the things that are close at
handwith labor;

but who has traced out the things that
are in the heavens?

17Who gained knowledge of your counsel,
unless you gave wisdom,

and sent your holy spirit from on high?
18 It was thus that theways of thosewho are

on earth were corrected,
and men were taught the things that
are pleasing to you.

They were saved through wisdom.”

10
1 Wisdom* guarded to the end the first

formed father of the world, who was
created alone,

and delivered himout of his own trans-
gression,

2 and gave him strength to rule over all
things.

3 But when an unrighteous man fell away
from her in his anger,

he perished himself in the rage with
which he killed his brother.

4When for his cause the earth was drown-
ing with a flood,

wisdom again saved it,
guiding the righteous man’s course by a

paltry piece of wood.

5 Moreover, when nations consenting to-
gether in wickedness had been con-
founded,

wisdom† knew the righteous man, and
preserved him blameless to God,

and kept him strong when his heart
yearned toward his child.

6 While the ungodly were perishing, wis-
dom‡ delivered a righteous man,

when he fled from the fire that de-
scended out of heaven on the five
cities.

7Towhosewickedness a smokingwaste still
witnesses,

and plants bearing fair fruit that
doesn’t ripen,

a disbelieving soul has a memorial: a
standing pillar of salt.

8For having passed wisdom by,
not only were they disabled from
recognising the things which are
good,

but they also left behind them for their
life a monument of their folly,

to the end that where they stumbled,
theymight fail even to be unseen;

9 but wisdom delivered those who waited
on her out of troubles.

10 When a righteous man was a fugitive
from a brother’s wrath,§ wisdom
guided him in straight paths.

She showed him God’s kingdom, and
gave him knowledge of holy things.

Sheprosperedhim inhis toils, andmul-
tiplied the fruits of his labor.

11 When in their covetousness men dealt
harshly with him,

she stood by him andmade him rich.
12 She guarded him from enemies,

and she kept him safe from those who
lay in wait.

Overhis severe conflict, shewatchedas
judge,

that he might know that godliness is
more powerful than every one.

13Whenarighteousmanwas sold,*wisdom
didn’t forsake him,

but she delivered him from sin.
She went down with him into a dun-
geon,

14and in bonds she didn’t depart from him,
until she brought him the sceptre of a
kingdom,

and authority over those that dealt like
a tyrant with him.

She also showed those who had mock-
ingly accused him to be false,

and gave him eternal glory.

15 Wisdom† delivered a holy people and a
blameless seed from a nation of op-
pressors.

16 She entered into the soul of a servant of
the Lord,

and withstood terrible kings in won-
ders and signs.

17 She rendered to holy men a reward of
their toils.

She guided them along a marvelous
way,

* 10:1 Gr. She. † 10:5 Gr. she ‡ 10:6 Gr. she § 10:10 Gr. she. * 10:13 Gr. she. † 10:15 Gr. she.
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and became to them a covering in the
day-time,

and a starry flame through the night.
18 She brought them over the Red sea,

and led them throughmuchwater;
19but she drowned their enemies,

and she cast them up from the bottom
of the deep.

20 Therefore the righteous plundered the
ungodly,

and they sangpraise toyourholyname,
O Lord,

and extolled with one accord your
hand that fought for them,

21becausewisdomopened themouth of the
mute,

and made the tongues of babes to speak
clearly.

11
1 Wisdom prospered their works in the

hand of a holy prophet.

2 They traveled through a desert without
inhabitant,

and theypitched their tents in trackless
regions.

3Theywithstoodenemies andrepelled foes.
4They thirsted, and they called upon you,

andwaterwas given to themoutof the*
flinty rock,

and healing of their thirst out of the
hard stone.

5 For by what things their foes were pun-
ished,

by these they in their need were bene-
fited.

6When enemieswere troubledwith clotted
blood

instead of a river’s ever-flowing foun-
tain,

7 to rebuke the decree for the slaying of
babies,

you gave themabundantwater beyond
all hope,

8having shownby the thirstwhich theyhad
suffered

how you punished the adversaries.
9 For when they were tried, although chas-

tened inmercy,
they learnedhowtheungodlywere tor-
mented, being judged with wrath.

10Foryou tested theseasa fatheradmonish-
ing them;

but you searched out those as a stern
king condemning them.

11Yes andwhether theywere far offornear,
they were equally distressed;

12 for a double grief seized them,

and a groaning at thememory of things
past.

13 For when they heard that through their
own punishments the others bene-
fited,

they recognized the Lord.
14For himwho long before was thrown out

and exposed they stoppedmocking.
In the end ofwhat happened, theymar-
veled,

having thirsted in another manner
than the righteous.

15But in return for the senseless imaginings
of their unrighteousness,

wherein they were led astray to wor-
ship irrational reptiles andwretched
vermin,

you sent upon themamultitude of irra-
tional creatures to punish them,

16 that they might learn that by what
things aman sins, by these he is pun-
ished.

17For your all-powerful hand
that created the world out of formless
matter

didn’t lack means to send upon them a
multitude of bears, fierce lions,

18 or newly-created and unknown wild
beasts, full of rage,

either breathing out a blast of fiery
breath,

or belching out smoke,
or flashing dreadful sparks from their
eyes;

19 which had power not only to consume
them by their violence,

but to destroy them even by the terror
of their sight.

20 Yes and without these they might have
fallen by a single breath,

being pursued by Justice, and scattered
abroad by the breath of your power;

butyouarrangedall thingsbymeasure,
number, and weight.

21 For to be greatly strong is yours at all
times.

Who couldwithstand themight of your
arm?

22Because the whole world before you is as
a grain in a balance,

and as a drop of dew that comes down
upon the earth in themorning.

23 But you have mercy on all men, because
you have power to do all things,

and you overlook the sins ofmen to the
end that theymay repent.

24For you love all things that are,
andabhornoneof the thingswhichyou
made;

* 11:4 See Deuteronomy 8:15; Psalms 114:8.
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For you never would have formed any-
thing if you hated it.

25 How would anything have endured un-
less you had willed it?

Or that which was not called by you,
howwould it have been preserved?

26But you spare all things, because they are
yours,

O Sovereign Lord, you who love the
living.

12
1 For your incorruptible spirit is in all

things.
2 Therefore you convict little by little those

who fall from the right way,
and, putting them in remembrance by
the things wherein they sin, you ad-
monish them,

that escaping from their wickedness
theymay believe in you, O Lord.

3 For truly the old inhabitants of your holy
land,

4 hating them because they practiced
detestable works of enchantments
and unholy rites—

5merciless slaughters of children
and sacrificial banquets of men’s flesh
and of blood—

6allies in an impious fellowship,
and murderers of their own helpless
babes,

it was your counsel to destroy by the
hands of our fathers;

7 that the land which in your sight is
most precious of all

might receive a worthy colony of God’s
servants.*

8 Nevertheless you even spared these as
men,

andyousenthornets†as forerunnersof
your army,

to cause them to perish little by little.
9 Not that you were unable to subdue the

ungodly under the hand of the righ-
teous in battle,

or by terrible beasts or by a stern word
tomake awaywith them at once,

10 but judging them little by little you gave
them a chance to repent,

not being ignorant that their nature by
birth was evil,

their wickedness inborn,
and that their manner of thought
would never be changed.

11 For they were a cursed seed from the
beginning.

It wasn’t through fear of any that you
left them unpunished for their sins.

12For whowill say, “What have you done?”
Or “Who will withstand your judg-
ment?”

Who will accuse you for the perishing of
nations which you caused?

Orwhowill come and stand before you
as an avenger for unrighteous men?

13 For there isn’t any God beside you that
cares for all,

that you might show that you didn’t
judge unrighteously.

14No king or prince will be able to confront
you

about those whom you have punished.
15 But being righteous, you rule all things

righteously,
deeming it a thing alien from your
power

to condemnonewhodoesn’t deserve to
be punished.

16 For your strength is the source of righ-
teousness,

and your sovereignty over all makes
you to forbear all.

17 For when men don’t believe that you
are perfect in power, you show your
strength,

and in dealing with those who think
this, you confuse their boldness.

18 But you, being sovereign in strength,
judge in gentleness,

andwith great forbearance you govern
us;

for the power is yours whenever you
desire it.

19Butyou taught yourpeopleby suchworks
as these,

how the righteous must be kind.
Youmade your sons to have good hope,

because you give repentance when
men have sinned.

20For if on thosewhowere enemies of your
servants‡ and deserving of death,

you tookvengeancewith so great delib-
eration and indulgence,

giving them times and opportunities
when they might escape from their
wickedness,

21 with how great care you judged your
sons,

to whose fathers you gave oaths and
covenants of good promises!

22 Therefore while you chasten us, you
scourge our enemies ten thousand
timesmore,

to the intent that we may ponder your
goodness whenwe judge,

and when we are judged may look for
mercy.

* 12:7 Or, children † 12:8 Or, wasps ‡ 12:20 Or, children
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23Therefore also the unrighteous that lived
in a life of folly,

you tormented through their own
abominations.

24 For truly they went astray very far in the
ways of error,

Taking as gods those animals§ which
even among their enemieswere held
in dishonor,

deceived like foolish babes.
25 Therefore, as to unreasoning children,

you sent your judgment to mock
them.

26But those who would not be admonished
bymild correction

will experience the deserved judgment
of God.

27 For through the sufferings they were in-
dignant of,

being punished in these creatures
which they supposed to be gods,

they saw and recognized as the true
God him whom they previously re-
fused to know.

Therefore also the result of extreme
condemnation came upon them.

13
1For truly allmenwhohadnoperceptionof

God were foolish by nature,
and didn’t gain power to know him
who exists from the good things that
are seen.

They didn’t recognize the architect
from his works.

2But they thought that either fire, or wind,
or swift air,

or circling stars, or raging water, or
luminaries of heaven

were gods that rule the world.
3 If it was through delight in their beauty

that they took them to be gods,
let them know how much better their
Sovereign Lord is than these,

for the first author of beauty created
them.

4But if it was through astonishment at their
power and influence,

then let them understand from them
how much more powerful he who
formed them is.

5 For from the greatness of the beauty of
created things,

mankind forms the corresponding per-
ception of their Maker.*

6 But yet for these men there is but small
blame,

for they too perhaps go astray

while they are seeking God and desir-
ing to find him.

7 For they diligently search while living
among his works,

and they trust their sight that the things
that they look at are beautiful.

8But again even they are not to be excused.
9For if they had power to know somuch,

that they should be able to explore the
world,

how is it that they didn’t find the
Sovereign Lord sooner?

10But theyweremiserable, and their hopes
were in dead things,

who called them gods which are works
of men’s hands,

gold and silver, skillfully made, and
likenesses of animals,

or a useless stone, the work of an an-
cient hand.

11 Yes and some† woodcutter might saw
down a tree that is easily moved,

skillfully strip away all its bark,
and fashion it in attractive form, make
a useful vessel to serve his life’s
needs.

12Burning the scraps fromhishandiwork to
cook his food,

he eats his fill.
13Takingadiscarded scrapwhich servedno

purpose,
a crooked piece of wood and full of
knots,

he carves it with the diligence of his
idleness,

and shapes it by the skill of his idleness.
He shapes it in the image of a man,

14 or makes it like some worthless ani-
mal,

smearing it with something red, paint-
ing it red,

and smearing over every stain in it.
15Havingmade a worthy chamber for it,

he sets it in awall, securing itwith iron.
16He plans for it that it may not fall down,

knowing that it is unable to help itself
(for truly it is an image, and needs
help).

17 When he makes his prayer concerning
goods andhismarriage and children,

he is not ashamed to speak to that
which has no life.

18Yes, for health, he calls upon thatwhich is
weak.

For life, he implores thatwhich is dead.
For aid, he supplicates that which has
no experience.

§ 12:24 Gr. living creatures: and so elsewhere in this book. * 13:5 Gr. is the first maker of them seen. † 13:11
Gr. carpenter who is a woodcutter.
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For a good journey, he asks that which
can’t so much as move a step.

19 And for profit in business and good suc-
cess of his hands,

he asks ability from that which has
hands with no ability.

14
1Again, one preparing to sail, and about to

journey over raging waves,
calls upon a piece of woodmore fragile
than the vessel that carries him.

2For the hunger for profit planned it,
and wisdom was the craftsman who
built it.

3Your providence, O Father, guides it along,
because even in the sea you gave away,
and in the waves a sure path,

4 showing that you can save out of every
danger,

that even a man without skill may put
to sea.

5 It is your will that the works of your wis-
dom should not be ineffective.

Therefore men also entrust their lives
to a little piece of wood,

and passing through the surge on a raft
come safely to land.

6 For* in the old time also, when proud
giants were perishing,

the hope of the world, taking refuge on
a raft,

your hand guided the seed of genera-
tions of the race of men.

7 For blessed is wood through which comes
righteousness;

8 but the idol made with hands is ac-
cursed, itself and he that made it;

because his was the working, and the
corruptible thing was called a god.

9 For both the ungodly and his ungodliness
are alike hateful to God;

10 for truly the deed will be punished
together with himwho committed it.

11 Therefore also there will be a visita-
tion among the idols of the nation,

because, though formed of things
which God created, they were made
an abomination,

stumbling blocks to the souls of men,
and a snare to the feet of the foolish.

12 For the devising of idols was the begin-
ning of fornication,

and the invention of them the corrup-
tion of life.

13 For they didn’t exist from the beginning,
and they won’t exist forever.

14 For by the boastfulness of men they en-
tered into the world,

and therefore a speedy end was
planned for them.

15For a father worn with untimely grief,
making an image of the child quickly
taken away,

now honored him as a god which was
then a dead human being,

and delivered to those that were under
himmysteries and solemn rites.

16Afterward theungodlycustom, inprocess
of time grown strong, was kept as a
law,

and the engraved images received
worship by the commandments of
princes.

17And when men could not honor them in
presence because they lived far off,

imagining the likeness from afar,
they made a visible image of the king
whom they honored,

that by their zeal they might flatter the
absent as if present.

18 But worship was raised to a yet higher
pitch, even by thosewho didn’t know
him,

urged forward by the ambition of the
architect;

19 for he, wishing perhaps to please his
ruler,

usedhis art to force the likeness toward
a greater beauty.

20So themultitude, allured by reason of the
grace of his handiwork,

nowconsider anobject of devotionhim
that a little before was honored as a
man.

21And this became an ambush,
because men, in bondage either to
calamity or to tyranny,

invested stones and stocks with the
Name that shouldn’t be shared.

22Afterward it was not enough for them to
go astray concerning the knowledge
of God,

but also, while they live in a great war
of ignorance, they call a multitude of
evils peace.

23 For either slaughtering children in
solemn rites, or celebrating secret
mysteries,

or holding frenzied revels of strange
customs,

24 no longer do they guard either life or
purity of marriage,

but one brings upon another either
death by treachery, or anguish by
adultery.

* 14:6 The Greek text here may be corrupt.
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25 And all things confusedly are filled with
blood andmurder, theft and deceit,

corruption, faithlessness, tumult, per-
jury,

26 confusion about what is good, forgetful-
ness of favors,

ingratitude for benefits,
defiling of souls, confusion of sex,
disorder in marriage, adultery and
wantonness.

27For the worship of idols that may not
be named ✡

is a beginning and cause and end of
every evil.

28 For their worshipers either make merry
to madness, or prophesy lies,

or live unrighteously, or lightly commit
perjury.

29For putting their trust in lifeless idols,
when they have sworn a wicked oath,
they expect not to suffer harm.

30 But on both counts, the just doom will
pursue them,

because they had evil thoughts of God
by giving heed to idols,

and swore unrighteously in deceit
through contempt for holiness.

31For it is not the power of things by which
men swear,

but it is the just penalty for those who
sin

that always visits the transgression of
the unrighteous.

15
1But you, our God, are gracious and true,

patient, and in mercy ordering all
things.

2 For even if we sin, we are yours, knowing
your dominion;

but we will not sin, knowing that we
have been accounted yours.

3 For to be acquainted with you is* perfect
righteousness,

and to know your dominion is the root
of immortality.

4 For we weren’t led astray by any evil plan
of men’s,

nor yet by painters’ fruitless labor,
a form stained with varied colors,

5 the sight of which leads fools into† lust.
Their desire is for the breathless form
of a dead image.

6 Lovers of evil things, and worthy of such
hopes,

are those who make, desire, and wor-
ship them.

7For a potter, kneading soft earth,
laboriously molds each article for our
service.

He fashions out of the same clay
both the vessels that minister to clean
uses, and those of a contrary sort,

all in like manner.
What shall be the use of each article of

either sort,
the potter is the judge.

8 Also, laboring to an evil end, he molds a
vain god out of the same clay,

he who, having but a little before been
made of earth,

after a short space goes his way to the
earth out of which he was taken,

whenhe is required to renderback the‡
soul which was lent him.

9However he has anxious care,
not because his powers must fail,
nor because his span of life is short;

But he compares himself with goldsmiths
and silversmiths,

and he imitates molders in§ brass,
and considers it great that he molds
counterfeit gods.

10His heart is ashes.
His hope is of less value than earth.
His life is of less honor than clay,

11 because he was ignorant of him who
molded him,

and of him that inspired into him* an
active† soul,

and breathed into him a vital spirit.
12But‡ he accounted our life to be a game,

and our§ lifetime a festival for profit;
for, he says, onemust get gain however one

can, even if it is by evil.
13 For this man, beyond all others, knows

that he sins,
out of earthymattermaking brittle ves-
sels and engraved images.

14 But most foolish and more miserable
than a baby,

are the enemies of your people, who
oppressed them;

15because theyevenconsideredall the idols
of the nations to be gods,

which have neither the use of eyes for
seeing,

nor nostrils for drawing breath,
nor ears to hear,
nor fingers for handling,
and their feet are helpless for walking.

16For amanmade them,
and one whose own spirit is borrowed
molded them;

✡ 14:27 Exodus 23:13; Psalms 16:4; Hosea 2:17; Wisdom 14:21 * 15:3 Gr. entire. † 15:5 Some authorities read

reproach. ‡ 15:8 Or, life § 15:9 Or, copper * 15:11 Gr. a soul that moves to activity. † 15:11 Or, life
‡ 15:12 Some authorities read they accounted. § 15:12 Or, way of life
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for no one has power as a man to mold
a god like himself.

17But, being mortal, he makes a dead thing
by the work of lawless hands;

for he is better than the objects of his
worship,

since he indeed had life, but they never
did.

18 Yes, and they worship the creatures that
are most hateful,

for, being compared as to lack of sense,
these are worse than all others;

19 Neither, as seen beside other creatures,
are they beautiful, so that one should
desire them,

but they have escaped both the praise
of God and his blessing.

16
1 For this cause, they were deservedly pun-

ished through creatures like those
which they worship,

and tormented through a multitude of
vermin.

2 Instead of this punishment, you, giving
benefits to your people,

prepared quails for food,
a delicacy to satisfy the desire of their ap-

petite,
3 to the end that your enemies, desiring

food,
might for the hideousness of the crea-
tures sent among them,

loathe even the necessary appetite;
but these, your people, having for a short

time suffered lack,
might even partake of delicacies.

4For it was necessary that inescapable lack
should come upon those oppressors,

but that to these it should only be
showed how their enemies were tor-
mented.

5 For even when terrible raging of wild
beasts came upon your people,

and they were perishing by the bites of
crooked serpents,

yourwrath didn’t continue to the utter-
most;

6but for admonitionwere they troubled for
a short time,

having a token of salvation
to put them in remembrance of the
commandment of your law;

7 for hewho turned toward it was not saved
because of that which was seen,

but because of you, the Savior of all.
8 Yes, and in this you persuaded our ene-

mies
that you are he who delivers out of
every evil.

9For thebites of locusts andflies truly killed
them.

No healing for their life was found,
because they were worthy to be pun-
ished by such things.

10 But your children weren’t overcome by
the very fangs of venomous dragons,

for your mercy passed by where they
were and healed them.

11 For they were bitten to put them in re-
membrance of your oracles,

and were quickly saved, lest, falling
into deep forgetfulness,

they should become unable to respond
to your kindness.

12For truly it was neither herb nor poultice
that cured them,

but your word, O Lord, which heals all
people.

13 For you have authority over life and
death,

and you lead down to the gates of
Hades, and lead up again.

14But though aman kills by hiswickedness,
he can’t retrieve the spirit that has de-
parted

or release the imprisoned soul.

15But it is not possible to escape your hand;
16 for ungodly men, refusing to know you,

were scourged in the strengthof your
arm,

pursued with strange rains and hails
and relentless storms,

and utterly consumedwith fire.
17For, what wasmost marvelous,

in thewaterwhich quenches all things,
the fire burned hotter;

for the world fights for the righteous.
18For at one time the flamewas restrained,

that it might not burn up the creatures
sent against the ungodly,

but that these themselves as they
looked might see that they were
chased by the judgment of God.

19Atanother timeeven in themidstofwater
it burns more intensely than fire,

that it may destroy the produce of an
unrighteous land.

20 Instead of these things, you gave your
people angels’ food to eat,

and you provided ready-to-eat bread
for them from heaven without toil,

having the virtue of every pleasant fla-
vor,

and agreeable to every taste.
21 For your nature showed your sweetness

toward your children,
while that bread, serving the desire of
the eater,

changed itself according to everyman’s
choice.
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22But snow and ice endured fire, and didn’t
melt,

that people might know that fire was
destroying the fruits of the enemies,

burning in the hail and flashing in the
rains;

23 and that this fire, again, in order that
righteous people may be nourished,

has even forgotten its own power.
24 For the creation, ministering to you, its

maker,
strains its forceagainst theunrighteous
for punishment

and inkindness, slackens it onbehalf of
those who trust in you.

25 Therefore at that time also, converting
itself into all forms,

it ministered to your all-nourishing
bounty,

according to the desire of those who
had need,

26 that your children, whom you loved, O
Lord, might learn

that it is not the growth of crops that
nourishes aman,

but that your word preserves those
who trust you.

27For that which was not destroyed by fire,
melted away when it was simply
warmed by a faint sunbeam,

28 that it might be known that we must rise
before the sun to give you thanks,

andmust pray to you at the dawning of
the light;

29 for the hope of the unthankful will melt
as the winter’s hoar frost,

andwill flowaway aswater that has no
use.

17
1For your judgments are great, and hard to

interpret;
therefore undisciplined souls went
astray.

2 For when lawless men had supposed
that they held a holy nation in their
power,

they, prisoners of darkness, and bound
in the fetters of a long night,

kept close beneath their roofs,
lay exiled from the eternal providence.

3 For while they thought that they were
unseen in their secret sins,

theywere divided fromone another by
a dark curtain of forgetfulness,

stricken with terrible awe, and very
troubled by apparitions.

4For neither did the dark recesses that held
them guard them from fears,

but terrifying sounds rang around
them,

and dismal phantoms appeared with
unsmiling faces.

5 And no power of fire prevailed to give
light,

neither were the brightest flames of
the stars strong enough to illuminate
that gloomy night;

6 but only the glimmering of a self-kindled
fire appeared to them, full of fear.

In terror, they considered the things
which they saw

to be worse than that sight, on which
they could not gaze.

7 The mockeries of their magic arts were
powerless, now,

and a shameful rebuke of their boasted
understanding:

8For thosewho promised to drive away ter-
rors and disorders from a sick soul,

these were sick with a ludicrous fear-
fulness.

9 For even if no troubling thing frighted
them,

yet, scaredwith the creeping of vermin
and hissing of serpents,

10 they perished trembling in fear,
refusing even to look at the air, which
could not be escaped on any side.

11For wickedness, condemned by awitness
within, is a coward thing,

and, being pressed hard by conscience,
always has added forecasts of the
worst.

12 For fear is nothing else but a surren-
der of the help which reason offers;

13 and from within, the expectation of
being less

prefers ignorance of the cause that
brings the torment.

14But they, all through the night which was
powerless indeed,

and which came upon them out of the
recesses of powerless Hades,

sleeping the same sleep,
15nowwere haunted bymonstrous ap-
paritions,

and nowwere paralyzed by their soul’s
surrendering;

for sudden and unexpected fear came
upon them.

16 So then whoever it might be, sinking
down in his place,

was kept captive, shut up in that prison
which was not barred with iron;

17 for whether he was a farmer, or a shep-
herd,

or a laborer whose toils were in the
wilderness,

he was overtaken, and endured that
inescapable sentence;

for they were all bound with one chain
of darkness.
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18Whether there was a whistling wind,
or a melodious sound of birds among
the spreading branches,

or a measured fall of water running
violently,

19 or a harsh crashing of rocks hurled
down,

or the swift courseofanimalsbounding
along unseen,

or the voice ofwild beasts harshly roar-
ing,

or an echo rebounding from the hol-
lows of themountains,

all these things paralyzed them with
terror.

20For thewholeworldwas illuminatedwith
clear light,

and was occupied with unhindered
works,

21while over them alone was spread a
heavy night,

an image of the darkness that should
afterward receive them;

but to themselves, they were heavier
than darkness.

18
1 But for your holy ones there was great

light.
Their enemies, hearing their voice but
not seeing their form,

counted it a happy thing that they too
had suffered,

2 yet for that they do not hurt them, though
wronged by them before, they are
thankful;

and because they had been at variance
with them, they begged for pardon.

3Thereforeyouprovidedaburningpillar of
fire,

to be a guide for your people’s un-
known journey,

and a harmless sun for their glorious
exile.

4 For the Egyptians well deserved to be
deprived of light and imprisoned by
darkness,

they who had imprisoned your chil-
dren,

through whom the incorruptible light
of the lawwas to be given to the race
of men.

5 After they had taken counsel to kill the
babes of the holy ones,

andwhena single child hadbeen aban-
doned and saved to convict them of
their sin,

you took away from them their multi-
tude of children,

and destroyed all their army together
in amighty flood.

6Our fathersweremadeawareof that night
beforehand,

that, having sure knowledge, they
might be cheered by the oaths which
they had trusted.

7Salvation of the righteous and destruction
of the enemies was expected by your
people.

8 For as you took vengeance on the adver-
saries,

by the same means, calling us to your-
self, you glorified us.

9 For holy children of good men offered
sacrifice in secret,

andwithoneconsent theyagreed to the
covenant of the divine law,

that they would partake alike in the
same good things and the same per-
ils,

the fathers already leading the sacred
songs of praise.

10 But the discordant cry of the enemies
echoed back,

and a pitiful voice of lamentation for
children was spread abroad.

11 Both servant and master were punished
with the same just doom,

and the commoner suffering the same
as king;

12 Yes, they all together, under one form of
death,

had corpses without number.
For the living were not sufficient even to

bury them,
Since at a single stroke, theirmost cher-
ished offspring was consumed.

13 For while they were disbelieving all
things by reason of the enchant-
ments,

upon the destruction of the firstborn
they confessed the people to be God’s
children.

14 For while peaceful silence wrapped all
things,

andnight inherownswiftnesswashalf
spent,

15 your all-powerful word leaped from
heaven, from the royal throne,

a stern warrior, into the midst of the
doomed land,

16 bearing as a sharp sword your authentic
commandment,

and standing, it filled all things with
death,

andwhile it touched theheaven it stood
upon the earth.

17Then immediately apparitions in dreams
terribly troubled them,

andunexpected fears cameupon them.
18 And each, one thrown here half dead,

another there,
made knownwhy he was dying;
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19 for the dreams, disturbing them, fore-
warned them of this,

that they might not perish without
knowing why they were afflicted.

20The experience of death also touched the
righteous,

and a multitude were destroyed in the
wilderness,

but the wrath didn’t last long.
21 For a blameless man hurried to be their

champion,
bringing the weapon of his own min-
istry,

prayer, and the atoning sacrifice of in-
cense.

He withstood the indignation and set an
end to the calamity,

showing that he was your servant.
22And he overcame the anger,

not by strength of body, not by force of
weapons,

but by his word, he subdued the
avenger

by bringing to remembrance oaths and
covenants made with the fathers.

23 For when the dead had already fallen in
heaps one upon another,

he intervened and stopped the wrath,
and cut off its way to the living.

24 For the whole world was pictured on his
long robe,

and thegloriesof the fatherswereupon
the engraving of the four rows of pre-
cious stones,

and yourmajestywas upon the diadem
on his head.

25 The destroyer yielded to these, and they
feared;

for itwas enough only to test thewrath.

19
1But indignationwithoutmercy cameupon

the ungodly to the end;
for God also foreknew their future,

2 how, having changed their minds to let
your people go,

and having sped them eagerly on their
way,

they would change their minds and
pursue them.

3 For while they were yet in the midst of
their mourning,

and lamentingat thegravesof thedead,
theymade another foolish decision,
and pursued as fugitives those whom
they had begged to leave and driven
out.

4 For the doom which they deserved was
drawing them to this end,

and it made them forget the things that
had happened to them,

that they might fill up the punishment
whichwas yet lacking from their tor-
ments,

5and thatyourpeoplemight journeyon
by amarvelous road,

but they themselves might find a
strange death.

6 For the whole creation, each part in its
diverse kind, wasmade new again,

complying with your commandments,
that your servants might be kept un-
harmed.

7 Then the cloud that overshadowed the
campwas seen,

and dry land rising up out of what had
been water,

out of the Red sea an unhindered high-
way,

and a grassy plain out of the violent
surge,

8 by which they passed over with all
their army,

these who were covered with your
hand,

having seen strangemarvels.
9For like horses they roamed at large,

and they skipped about like lambs,
praising you, O Lord, who was their
deliverer.

10For they still remembered the things that
happened in the time of their so-
journing,

how instead of bearing cattle, the land
brought forth lice,

and instead of fish, the river spewed
out amultitude of frogs.

11But afterwards, they also saw a new kind
of birds,

when, led on by desire, they asked for
luxurious dainties;

12 for, to comfort them, quails came up for
them from the sea.

13Punishments came upon the sinners,
not without the signs that were given
beforehand by the violence of the
thunder,

for they justly suffered through their
ownwickednesses,

for the hatred which they practiced to-
ward guests was grievous indeed.

14 For while the others didn’t receive the
strangers when they came to them,

the Egyptians made slaves of guests
whowere their benefactors.

15And not only so, but while punishment of
some sortwill comeupon the former,

since they received as enemies those
whowere aliens;
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16 because these first welcomed with
feastings,

and then afflicted with dreadful toils,
those who had already shared with
them in the same rights.

17 And moreover they were stricken with
loss of sight

(even as were those others at the righ-
teous man’s doors),

when, being surroundedwith yawning
darkness,

they each looked for the passage
through his own door.

18For as the notes of a lute vary the charac-
ter of the rhythm,

even so the elements, changing their
order one with another,

continuing always in its sound,
as may clearly be conjectured from the
sight of the things that have hap-
pened.

19For creatures of the dry landwere turned
into creatures of the waters,

and creatures that swim moved upon
the land.

20Fire kept themastery of its own power in
water,

and water forgot its quenching nature.
21 On the contrary, flames didn’t consume

flesh of perishable creatures that
walked among them,

neither did they melt the crystalline
grains of ambrosial food that were
melted easily.

22 For in all things, O Lord, you magnified
your people,

and you glorified them and didn’t
lightly regard them,

standingby their side in every timeand
place.
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TheWisdom of Jesus the
Son of Sirach,

or
Ecclesiaticus

The Wisdom of Jesus the Son of Sirach,
also called Ecclesiasticus, is recognized as
Deuterocanonical Scripture by the Roman
Catholic, Greek Orthodox, and Russian Or-
thodox Churches.

The Prologue of the Wisdom of Jesus the
Son of Sirach.
WHEREAS many and great things have

been delivered to us by the law and the
prophets, and by the others that have fol-
lowed in their steps, forwhichwemust give
Israel the praise for instruction and wis-
dom; and since not only the readers need to
become skillful themselves, but also those
who love learning must be able to profit
those who are outside, both by speaking
and writing; my grandfather Jesus, hav-
ing much given himself to the reading of
the law, and the prophets, and the other
books of our fathers, and having gained
great familiaritywith them,wasalsodrawn
on himself to write somewhat pertaining
to instruction and wisdom, in order that
those who love learning, and are devoted
to these things, might make progress much
moreby living according to the law. You are
entreated therefore to read with favor and
attention, and to pardon us, if in any parts
of what we have labored to interpret, we
may seem to fail in some of the phrases. For
things originally spoken in Hebrew don’t
have the same force in themwhen they are
translated into another language. Not only
these, but the law itself, and the prophecies,
and the rest of the books, have no small
difference, when they are spoken in their
original language. For having come into
Egypt in the thirty-eighth year of Energetes
the king, and having continued there some
time, I found a copy giving no small instruc-
tion. I thought it therefore most necessary
for me to apply some diligence and tra-
vail to translate this book, applying indeed
muchwatchfulnessandskill in that spaceof
time tobring thebook toanendandpublish
for them also, who in the land of their trav-
els are desiring to learn, preparing their
character inadvance, so as to liveaccording
to the law.

1
1All wisdom comes from the Lord,

and is with him forever.
2Who can count the sand of the seas,

the drops of rain,
and the days of eternity?

3Whowill search out the height of the sky,
the breadth of the earth, the deep,
and wisdom?

4 Wisdom has been created before all
things,

and the understanding of prudence
from everlasting. 5 *

6 To whom has the root of wisdom been
revealed?

Who has known her shrewd counsels?
7 †

8There is one wise, greatly to be feared,
sitting upon his throne: the Lord.

9He created her.
He saw andmeasured her.
He poured her out upon all his works.

10 She is with all flesh according to his gift.
He gave her freely to those who love
him.

11The fear of the Lord is glory, exultation,
gladness, and a crown of rejoicing.

12The fear of the Lordwill delight the heart,
and will give gladness, joy, and length
of days.

13 Whoever fears the Lord, it will go well
with him at the last.

He will be blessed in the day of his
death.

14 To fear the Lord is the beginning of wis-
dom.

Itwas created togetherwith the faithful
in the womb.

15She‡ laid aneternal foundationwithmen.
She will be trusted among their off-
spring.

16To fear the Lord is the fullness ofwisdom.
She inebriates menwith her fruits.

17 She will fill all her house with desirable
things,

and her storehouses with her produce.
18 The fear of the Lord is the crown of wis-

dom,
making peace and§ perfect health to
flourish.*

19He both saw andmeasured her.
He rained down skill and knowledge of
understanding,

* 1:5 Verse 5 is omitted by the best authorities: The source of wisdom is God’s word in the highest heaven, and her
ways are the eternal commandments. † 1:7 Verse 7 is omitted by the best authorities: To whomwas the knowledge

of wisdom manifested? Who has understood her abundant experience? ‡ 1:15 Gr. nested. § 1:18 Gr. health

of cure. * 1:18 The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities: Both are gifts of God for peace; glory
opens out for those who love him. He saw her and took her measure.



Sirach 1:20 805 Sirach 3:3

and exalted the honor of those who
hold her fast.

20To fear the Lord is the root of wisdom.
Her branches are length of days. 21 †

22Unjust wrath can never be justified,
for his wrath tips the scale to his down-
fall.

23 A man that is patient will resist for a
season,

and afterward gladness will spring up
to him.

24 He will hide his words until the right
moment,

and the lips of many will tell of his
understanding.

25 A wise saying is in the treasures of wis-
dom;

but godliness is an abomination to a
sinner.

26 If youdesirewisdom, keep the command-
ments

and the Lordwill give her to you freely;
27 for the fear of the Lord is wisdom and

instruction.
Faith and humility are his good plea-
sure.

28Don’t disobey the fear of the Lord.
Don’t come to himwith a double heart.

29Don’t be a hypocrite in men’s sight.
Keep watch over your lips.

30Don’t exalt yourself,
lest you fall and bring dishonor upon
your soul.

The Lord will reveal your secrets
and will cast you down in the midst of
the congregation,

because you didn’t come to the fear of
the Lord

and your heart was full of deceit.

2
1My son, if you come to serve the Lord,

prepare your soul for temptation.
2 Set your heart aright, constantly endure,

and don’t make haste in time of
calamity.

3Cling to him, and don’t depart,
that youmaybe increasedatyour latter
end.

4Accept whatever is brought upon you,
and be patient when you suffer humili-
ation.

5For gold is tried in the fire,
and acceptable men in the furnace of
humiliation.

6Put your trust in him, andhewill help you.

Make your ways straight, and set your
hope on him.

7 All you who fear the Lord, wait for his
mercy.

Don’t turn aside, lest you fall.
8 All you who fear the Lord, put your trust

in him,
and your reward will not fail.

9 All you who fear the Lord, hope for good
things,

and for eternal gladness andmercy.
10Look at the generations of old, and see:

Who ever put his trust in the Lord, and
was ashamed?

Or who remained in his fear, and was
forsaken?

Or who called upon him, and he ne-
glected him?

11 For the Lord is full of compassion and
mercy.

He forgives sins and saves in time of
affliction.

12Woe to fearful hearts, to faint hands,
and to the sinner who goes twoways!

13 Woe to the faint heart! For it doesn’t
believe.

Therefore it won’t be defended.
14Woe to you who have lost your patience!

Andwhatwill you all dowhen the Lord
visits you?

15Those who fear the Lord will not disobey
his words.

Thosewho love himwill keep his ways.
16 Those who fear the Lord will seek his

good pleasure.
Those who love him will be filled with
the law.

17 Those who fear the Lord will prepare
their hearts,

andwill humble their souls in his sight.
18Wewill fall into the hands of the Lord,

and not into the hands of men;
for as his majesty is,

so also is his mercy.

3
1Hearme, your father, Omy children,

and do what you hear, that you all may
be safe.

2 For the Lord honors the father over the
children,

and has confirmed the judgment of the
mother over her sons.

3Hewhohonors his fatherwillmake atone-
ment for sins.

† 1:21 Verse 21 is omitted by the best authorities: The fear of the Lord drives away sins. Where it resides, it will turn
away all anger.
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4Hewho gives glory to his mother is as
one who lays up treasure.

5Whoeverhonors his fatherwill have joy in
his own children.

He will be heard in the day of his
prayer.

6He who gives glory to his father will have
length of days.

He who listens to the Lord will bring
rest to his mother,

7 * and will serve under his parents, as to
masters.

8Honor your father in deed andword,
that a blessing may come upon you
from him.

9 For the blessing of the father establishes
the houses of children,

but the curse of the mother roots out
the foundations.

10 Don’t glorify yourself in the dishonor of
your father,

for your father’s dishonor is no glory to
you.

11 For the glory of a man is from the honor
of his father,

and amother in dishonor is a reproach
to her children.

12My son, help your father in his old age,
and don’t grieve himas long as he lives.

13 If he fails in understanding, have pa-
tience with him.

Don’t dishonor him in your full
strength.

14For the kindness to your fatherwill not be
forgotten.

Instead of sins it will be added to build
you up.

15 In the day of your affliction it will be
remembered for you,

as fair weather upon ice,
so your sins will also melt away.

16Hewho forsakeshis father is as ablasphe-
mer.

He who provokes his mother is cursed
by the Lord.

17My son, go on with your business in hu-
mility;

so you will be loved by an acceptable
man.

18The greater you are, humble yourself the
more,

and youwill find favor before the Lord.
19 †

20For the power of the Lord is great,
and he is glorified by those who are
lowly.

21 Don’t seek things that are too hard for
you,

and don’t search out things that are
above your strength.

22 Think about the things that have been
commanded you,

for you have no need of the things that
are secret.

23 Don’t be overly busy in tasks that are
beyond you,

for more things are shown to you than
men can understand.

24 For the conceit of many has led them
astray.

Evil opinion has caused their judgment
to slip.

25 ‡There is no light without eyes.
There is no wisdom without knowl-
edge.

26A stubborn heart will do badly at the end.
He who loves danger will perish in it.

27 A stubborn heart will be burdened with
troubles.

The sinner will heap sin upon sins.
28The calamity of the proud has no healing,

foraweedofwickednesshas takenroot
in him.

29The heart of the prudent will understand
a proverb.

Awiseman desires the ear of a listener.

30Water will quench a flaming fire;
almsgiving will make atonement for
sins.

31 He who repays good turns is mindful of
that which comes afterward.

In the time of his falling he will find a
support.

4
1Myson, don’t deprive thepoorofhis living.

Don’t make the needy eyes wait long.
2Don’t make a hungry soul sorrowful,

or provoke aman in his distress.
3 Don’t add more trouble to a heart that is

provoked.
Don’t put off giving to him who is in
need.

4Don’t reject a suppliant in his affliction.
Don’t turn your face away from a poor
man.

5 Don’t turn your eye away from one who
asks.

Give no occasion to aman to curse you.
6For if he curses you in the bitterness of his

soul,

* 3:7 Some manuscripts add those who fear the Lord honor their father, † 3:19 Some manuscripts add Many are
lofty and renowned, but he reveals his secrets to the humble. ‡ 3:25 Somemanuscripts omit verse 25.
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he who made him will hear his suppli-
cation.

7Endear yourself to the assembly.
Bow your head to a great man.

8 Incline your ear to a poorman.
Answer him with peaceful words in
humility.

9 Deliver him who is wronged from the
hand of himwhowrongs him;

Don’t be hesitant in giving judgment.
10Be as a father to the fatherless,

and like a husband to their mother.
So you will be as a son of the Most High,

and he will love you more than your
mother does.

11Wisdom exalts her sons,
and takes hold of those who seek her.

12Hewho loves her loves life.
Those who seek her early will be filled
with gladness.

13Hewho holds her fast will inherit glory.
Where* he enters, the Lord will bless.

14Those who serve herminister to the Holy
One.

The Lord loves those who love her.
15 He who listens to her will judge the na-

tions.
He who heeds her will dwell securely.

16 If he trusts her, he will inherit her,
and his generations will possess her.

17 For at the first she will walk with him in
crooked ways,

and will bring fear and dread upon
him,

and torment himwith her discipline,
until shemay trust his soul, and tryhim
by her judgments.

18 Then she will return him again to the
straight way,

andwill gladdenhim, andreveal tohim
her secrets.

19 If he goes astray, she will forsake him,
and hand him over to his fall.

20Watch for the opportunity, and beware of
evil.

Don’t be ashamed of your soul.
21For there is a shame that brings sin,

and there is a shame that is glory and
grace.

22 Don’t show partiality, discrediting your
soul.

Don’t revere anyman to your falling.
23Don’t refrain from speakingwhen it is for

safety.
†Don’t hide yourwisdom for the sake of
seeming fair.

24For wisdomwill be known by speech,

and instruction by the word of the
tongue.

25Don’t speak against the truth
and be shamed for your ignorance.

26Don’t be ashamed to confess your sins.
Don’t fight the river’s current.

27Don’t lay yourself down for a fool to tread
upon.

Don’t be partial to one who is mighty.
28 Strive for the truth to death,

and the Lord Godwill fight for you.

29Don’t be hasty with your tongue,
or slack and negligent in your deeds.

30Don’t be like a lion in your house,
or suspicious of your servants.

31 Don’t let your hand be stretched out to
receive,

and closed when you should repay.

5
1Don’t set your heart upon your goods.

Don’t say, “They are sufficient for me.”
2 Don’t follow your own mind and your

strength
to walk in the desires of your heart.

3 Don’t say, “Who will have dominion over
me?”

for the Lordwill surely take vengeance
on you.

4Don’t say, “I sinned, andwhat happened to
me?”

for the Lord is patient.
5Don’t be so confident of atonement

that you add sin upon sins.
6Don’t say, “His compassion is great.

He will be pacified for the multitude of
my sins,”

for mercy and wrath are with him,
andhis indignationwill rest on sinners.

7Don’t wait to turn to the Lord.
Don’t put off from day to day;
for suddenly the wrath of the Lord will
come on you,

and you will perish in the time of
vengeance.

8 Don’t set your heart upon unrighteous
gains,

for you will profit nothing in the day of
calamity.

9Don’t winnowwith every wind.
Don’t walk in every path.
This is what the sinner who has a dou-
ble tongue does.

10Be steadfast in your understanding.
Let your speech be consistent.

11Be swift to hear
and answer with patience.

* 4:13 Or, she † 4:23 Somemanuscripts omit this line.
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12 If you have understanding, answer your
neighbor;

but if not, put your hand over your
mouth.

13Glory and dishonor is in talk.
Aman’s tonguemay be his downfall.

14Don’t be called a whisperer.
Don’t lie in wait with your tongue;
for shame is on the thief,
and an evil condemnation is on him
who has a double tongue.

15Don’t be ignorant in a great or small mat-
ter.

6
1 Don’t become an enemy instead of a

friend;
for an evil namewill inherit shameand
reproach.

So it iswith the sinnerwhohasadouble
tongue.

2Don’t exalt yourself in the counsel of your
soul,

that your soul not be torn in pieces like
a bull.

3 You will eat up your leaves, destroy your
fruit,

and leave yourself like a dry tree.
4Awicked soul will destroy himwho has it,

and will make him a laughing stock to
his enemies.

5Sweetwordswillmultiply aman’s friends.
A gracious tongue will multiply courte-
sies.

6 Let those that are at peace with you be
many,

but your advisers one of a thousand.
7 If you want to gain a friend, get him in a

time of testing,
and don’t be in a hurry to trust him.

8For there is a friend just for an occasion.
He won’t continue in the day of your
affliction.

9 And there is a friend who turns into an
enemy.

He will discover strife to your re-
proach.

10And there is a friend who is a companion
at the table,

buthewon’t continue in thedayof your
affliction.

11 In your prosperity he will be as yourself,
and will be bold over your servants.

12 If you are brought low, he will be against
you,

and will hide himself from your face.
13 Separate yourself from your enemies,

and beware of your friends.

14A faithful friend is a strong defense.
He who has found him has found a
treasure.

15 There is nothing that can be taken in
exchange for a faithful friend.

His excellency is beyond price.
16A faithful friend is a life-savingmedicine.

Those who fear the Lord will find him.
17He who fears the Lord directs his friend-

ship properly;
for as he is, so is his neighbor also.

18 My son, gather instruction from your
youth up.

Evenwhen you have gray hair youwill
find wisdom.

19Come to her as one who plows and sows
andwait for her good fruit;

for your toil will be little in her cultivation,
and you will soon eat of her fruit.

20How exceedingly harsh she is to the un-
learned!

He who is without understanding will
not remain in her.

21 She will rest upon him as a mighty stone
of trial.

He won’t hesitate to cast her from him.
22For wisdom is according to her name.
She isn’t manifest to many.

23 Give ear, my son, and accept my judg-
ment.

Don’t refuse my counsel.
24Bring your feet into her fetters,

and your neck into her chain.
25 Put your shoulder under her and bear

her.
Don’t be grieved with her bonds.

26Come to her with all your soul.
Keep her ways with your whole power.

27 Search and seek, and she will be made
known to you.

When you get hold of her, don’t let her
go.

28For at the last you will find her rest;
and she will be turned for you into
gladness.

29Her fetterswill be to you for a covering of
strength,

and her chains for a robe of glory.
30For there is a golden ornament upon her,

and her bands are ✡ a purple cord.
31You shall put her on as a robe of glory,

and shall put her on as a crown of re-
joicing.

32 My son, if you are willing, you will be
instructed.

If you will yield your soul, you will be
prudent.

33 If you love to hear, you will receive.
✡ 6:30 Numbers 15:38
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If you incline your ear, youwill bewise.
34 Stand in themultitude of the elders.

Attach yourself to whomever is wise.
35 Be willing to listen to every godly dis-

course.
Don’t let theproverbsofunderstanding
escape you.

36 If you see a man of understanding, get to
him early.

Let your foot wear out the steps of his
doors.

37Let yourmind dwell on the ordinances of
the Lord

and meditate continually on his com-
mandments.

He will establish your heart
and your desire for wisdom will be
given to you.

7
1Do no evil,

so no evil will overtake you.
2Depart fromwrong,

and it will turn away from you.
3 My son, don’t sow upon the furrows of

unrighteousness,
and you won’t reap them sevenfold.

4Don’t seek preeminence from the Lord,
nor the seat of honor from the king.

5Don’t justify yourself in thepresenceof the
Lord,

and don’t display your wisdom before
the king.

6Don’t seek to be a judge,
lest you not be able to take away iniqui-
ties,

lest perhaps you fear the person of a
mighty man,

and lay a stumbling block in the way of
your uprightness.

7Don’t sin against the multitude of the city.
Don’t disgrace yourself in the crowd.

8Don’t commit a sin twice,
for even in one you will not be unpun-
ished.

9Don’t say, “Hewill lookupon themultitude
of my gifts.

When I make an offering to the Most
High God, he will accept it.”

10Don’t be faint-hearted in your prayer.
Don’t neglect to give alms.

11Don’t laugh a man to scorn when he is in
the bitterness of his soul,

for there is one who humbles and ex-
alts.

12Don’t devise* a lie against your brother,

or do the same to a friend.
13Refuse to utter a lie,

for that habit results in no good.
14Don’t babble in the assembly of elders.

Don’t repeat your words in your
prayer.

15Don’t hate hard labor
or farmwork, which theMost High has
created.

16Don’t number yourself among the multi-
tude of sinners.

Remember that wrath will not wait.
17Humble your soul greatly,

for the punishment of the ungodlyman
is fire and the worm.

18Don’t exchange a friend for something,
neither a true brother for the gold of
Ophir.

19Don’t deprive yourself of awise and good
wife,

for her grace is worthmore than gold.
20 Don’t abuse a servant who works faith-

fully,
or a hireling who gives you his life.

21Let your soul love a wise servant.
Don’t defraud him of liberty.

22Do you have cattle? Look after them.
If they are profitable to you, let them
stay by you.

23Do you have children? Correct them,
and make them obedient from their
youth.

24 Do you have daughters? Take care of
their bodies,

and don’t be overly indulgent toward
them.

25Give your daughter in marriage, and you
will have accomplished a great mat-
ter.

Give her to aman of understanding.

26 Do you have a wife who pleases you?
Don’t cast her out.

† But don’t trust yourself to one who is
hateful.

27Honoryour fatherwithyourwholeheart,
and don’t forget the birth pangs of your
mother.

28Remember that you were born of them.
Whatwill yourepay themfor the things
that they have done for you?

29Fear the Lord with all your soul;
and revere his priests.

30 With all your strength love him who
made you.

Don’t forsake his ministers.
* 7:12 Gr. Don’t plow † 7:26 Many authorities omit this line
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31Fear the Lord and honor the priest.
Give him his portion, even as it is com-
manded you:

thefirst fruits, the trespass offering, the
gift of the shoulders,

the sacrifice of sanctification, and the
first fruits of holy things.

32 Also stretch out your hand to the poor
man,

that your blessingmay be complete.
33A gift has grace in the sight of every living

man.
Don’t withhold grace for a deadman.

34Don’t avoid those whoweep,
andmourn with those whomourn.

35Don’t be slow to visit a sick man,
for by such things you will gain love.

36 In all your words, remember eternity,
and you will never sin.

8
1Don’t contend with amighty man,

lest perhaps you fall into his hands.
2Don’t strive with a rich man, lest perhaps

he overpower you;
for gold has destroyedmany,
and turned away the hearts of kings.

3Don’t argue with a loudmouthedman.
Don’t heap wood upon his fire.

4Don’t make fun of a rudeman,
lest your ancestors be dishonored.

5Don’t reproach amanwhen he turns from
sin.

Remember that we are all worthy of
punishment.

6Don’t dishonor aman in his old age,
for some of us are also growing old.

7Don’t rejoice over anyone’s death.
Remember that we all die.

8Don’t neglect the discourse of the wise.
Be conversant with their proverbs;
for from them youwill learn discipline
and how to serve great men.

9Don’t miss the discourse of the aged,
for they also learned from their par-
ents,

because from them you will learn un-
derstanding,

and to give an answer in time of need.

10Don’t kindle the coals of a sinner,
lest you be burnedwith the flame of his
fire.

11 Don’t rise up from the presence of an
insolent man,

lest he lie inwait as anambush for your
mouth.

12Don’t lend to a man who is stronger than
you;

and if you lend, count it as a loss.
13Don’t be surety beyond yourmeans.

If you give surety, think as onewhowill
have to pay.

14Don’t go to lawwith a judge;
foraccording tohishonor theywill give
judgment for him.

15Don’t travel with a reckless man,
lest he be burdensome to you;
for he will do as he pleases,
and you will perish with his folly.

16Don’t fight with a wrathful man.
Don’t travel with him through the
desert,

for blood is as nothing in his sight.
Where there is no help, he will over-
throw you.

17Don’t consult with a fool,
for he will not be able to keep a secret.

18Do no secret thing before a stranger,
for you don’t knowwhat it will cause.

19Don’t open your heart to everyman.
Don’t let him return you a favor.

9
1 Don’t be jealous over the wife of your

bosom,
and don’t teach her an evil lesson
against yourself.

2Don’t give your soul to a woman
and let her trample down your
strength.

3 Don’t go to meet a woman who plays the
prostitute,

lest perhaps you fall into her snares.
4 Don’t associate with a woman who is a

singer,
lest perhaps you be caught by her
tricks.

5Don’t gaze at a virgin,
lest perhaps you stumble and incur
penalties for her.

6Don’t give your soul to prostitutes,
that you not lose your inheritance.

7Don’t look around in the streets of the city.
Don’t wander in its deserted places.

8 Turn your eye away from a beautiful
woman,

and don’t gaze at another’s beauty.
Many have been led astray by the beauty of

a woman;
and with this, passion is kindled like a
fire.

9Don’t dine at all with a woman who has a
husband,

or revel with her at wine,*

* 9:9 The preceding line of this verse is omitted by the best authorities.
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lest perhaps your soul turn away to her,
and with your spirit you slide into de-
struction.

10Don’t forsake an old friend;
for a newone is not comparable to him.

A new friend is like newwine:
if it becomes old, you will drink it with
gladness.

11Don’t envy the success of a sinner;
foryoudon’t knowwhathis endwill be.

12 Don’t delight in the delights of the un-
godly.

Remember theywill not gounpunished
to† the grave.

13Keep yourself far from themanwho has‡
power to kill,

and youwill not be troubled by the fear
of death.

If you come to him, commit no fault,
lest he take away your life.

Know surely that you go about in the midst
of snares,

andwalkupon thebattlements of a city.

14 As well as you can, aim to know your
neighbors,

and take counsel with the wise.
15 Let your conversation be with men of

understanding.
Let all your discourse be in the law of
theMost High.

16 Let righteous people be companions at
your table.

Let your glorying be in the fear of the
Lord.

17Awork is commendedbecause of the skill
of the artisan;

so he who rules the people will be con-
sidered wise for his speech.

18 A loudmouthed man is dangerous in his
city.

He who is reckless in his speech will be
hated.

10
1Awise judge will instruct his people.

The government of a man of under-
standing will be well ordered.

2 As is the judge of his people, so are his
officials.

As thecity’s ruler is, soareall thosewho
dwell in it.

3Anundisciplinedkingwill destroyhis peo-
ple.

A city will be established through the
understanding of the powerful.

4 The government of the earth is in the
Lord’s hand.

In due time, he will raise up over it the
right person at the right time.

5Aman’s prosperity is in the Lord’s hand.
He will lay his honor upon the person
of the scribe.

6 Don’t be angry with your neighbor for
every wrong.

Do nothing by works of violence.
7Pride is hateful before the Lord andmen.

Arrogance is abhorrent in the judg-
ment of both.

8 Sovereignty is transferred from nation to
nation

because of injustice, violence, and
greed for money.

9Why are dirt and ashes proud?*
Because in life, my body decays.

10A long disease mocks the physician.
The king of today will die tomorrow.

11For when aman is dead,
he will inherit maggots, vermin, and
worms.

12 It is the beginning of pride when a man
departs from the Lord.

His heart has departed from him who
made him.

13For the beginning of pride is sin.
Hewho keeps it will pour out abomina-
tion.

For this cause the Lord brought upon them
strange calamities

and utterly overthrew them.
14The Lord cast down the thrones of rulers

and set the lowly in their place.
15The Lord plucked up the roots of nations

and planted the lowly in their place.
16The Lord overthrew the lands of nations

and destroyed them to the foundations
of the earth.

17 He took some of them away and de-
stroyed them,

and made their memory to cease from
the earth.

18Pride has not been created for men,
nor wrathful anger for the offspring of
women.

19Whose offspring has honor?
Human offspring who fear the Lord.

Whose offspring has no honor?
Human offspring who break the com-
mandments.

† 9:12 Gr. Hades. ‡ 9:13 Or, authority * 10:9 Two lines of this verse are here omitted by the best authorities.
† 10:21 Verse 21 is omitted by the best authorities: Fear of the Lord is the beginning of acceptance, but obstinance and
pride are the beginning of rejection.
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20 In themidst of kindredhewhorules them
has honor.

Those who fear the Lord have honor in
his eyes. 21 †

22 The rich man, the honorable, and the
poor

all glory in the fear of the Lord.
23 It is not right to dishonor a poormanwho

has understanding.
It is not fitting to glorify amanwho is a
sinner.

24 The prince, the judge, and the mighty
manwill be honored.

There isnotoneof themgreater thanhe
who fears the Lord.

25Freemenwill minister to a wise servant.
A man who has knowledge will not
complain.

26 Don’t flaunt your wisdom in doing your
work.

Don’t boast in the time of your distress.
27Better is hewho labors andabounds in all

things,
than he who boasts and lacks bread.

28My son, glorify your soul in humility,
and ascribe to yourself honor accord-
ing to your worthiness.

29Whowill justify himwho sins against his
own soul?

Whowill honor himwho dishonors his
own life?

30Apoorman ishonored forhis knowledge.
A richman is honored for his riches.

31 But he who is honored in poverty, how
muchmore in riches?

He who is dishonored in riches, how
muchmore in poverty?

11
1 The wisdom of the lowly will lift up his

head,
and make him sit in the midst of great
men.

2Don’t commend aman for his good looks.
Don’t abhor a man for his outward ap-
pearance.

3The bee is little among flying creatures,
but what it produces is the best of con-
fections.

4Don’t boast about the clothes you wear,
and don’t exalt yourself in the day of
honor;

for the Lord’s works are wonderful,
and his works are hidden amongmen.

5 Many* kings have sat down upon the
ground,

but one who was never thought of has
worn a crown.

6Many mighty men have been greatly dis-
graced.

Men of renown have been delivered
into other men’s hands.

7Don’t blame before you investigate.
Understand first, and then rebuke.

8Don’t answer before you have heard.
Don’t interrupt while someone else is
speaking.

9 Don’t argue about a matter that doesn’t
concern you.

Don’t sit with sinners when they judge.

10 My son, don’t be busy about many mat-
ters;

for if youmeddlemuch, youwill not be
unpunished.

If you pursue, you will not overtake,
and you will not escape by fleeing.

11 There is one who toils, labors, and hur-
ries,

and is evenmore behind.
12 There is one who is sluggish, and needs

help,
lacking in strength, and who abounds
in poverty,

but the Lord’s eyes looked upon him for
good,

and he raised him up from his low con-
dition,

13and lifted up his head
so that manymarveled at him.

14Good things and bad, life and death,
poverty and riches, are from the Lord.

15-16 †
17The Lord’s gift remains with the godly.

His good pleasure will prosper forever.
18One grows rich by his diligence and self-

denial,
and this is the portion of his reward:

19when he says, “I have found rest,
and now I will eat of my goods!”

he doesn’t know howmuch time will pass
until he leaves them to others and dies.

20 Be steadfast in your covenant and be
doing it,

and grow old in your work.

21Don’t marvel at the works of a sinner,
but trust the Lord and stay in your la-
bor;

for it is an easy thing in the sight of the Lord
to swiftly and suddenly make a poor
man rich.

22The Lord’s blessing is in the reward of the
godly.

* 11:5 Gr. tyrants † 11:15-16 Verses 15 and 16 are omitted by the best authorities.
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He makes his blessing flourish in an
hour that comes swiftly.

23Don’t say, “What use is there of me?
What further good things can be
mine?”

24Don’t say, “I have enough.
What harm could happen tome now?”

25 In the day of good things, bad things are
forgotten.

In the day of bad things, a man will not
remember things that are good.

26 For it is an easy thing in the sight of the
Lord

to reward a man in the day of death
according to his ways.

27 The affliction of an hour causes delights
to be forgotten.

In the end, a man’s deeds are revealed.
28Call noman happy before his death.

Amanwill be known in his children.

29Don’t bring everyman into your house,
for many are the tricks of a deceitful
man.

30Like a decoy partridge in a cage, so is the
heart of a proudman.

Like a spy, he looks for your weakness.
31 For he lies in wait to turn things that are

good into evil,
and assigns blame in things that are
praiseworthy.

32Froma spark of fire, a heap ofmany coals
is kindled,

and a sinful man lies in wait to shed
blood.

33 Take heed of an evil-doer, for he plans
wicked things,

lest perhaps he ruin your reputation
forever.

34 Receive a stranger into your house, and
he will distract you with arguments

and estrange you from your own fam-
ily.

12
1 If you do good, know to whom you do it,

and your good deeds will have thanks.
2Do good to a godly man, and you will find

a reward—
if not from him, then from the Most
High.

3No good will come to him who continues
to do evil,

nor to himwho gives no alms.
4Give to the godly man,

and don’t help the sinner.
5Do good to one who is lowly.

Don’t give to an ungodly man.

Keep back his bread, and don’t give it to
him,

lest he subdue you with it;
for you would receive twice as much evil

for all the good youwould have done to
him.

6For theMost High also hates sinners,
and will repay vengeance to the un-
godly.*

7Give to the goodman,
and don’t help the sinner.

8 A man’s friend won’t be† fully tried in
prosperity.

His enemy won’t be hidden in adver-
sity.

9 In a man’s prosperity, his enemies are
grieved.

In his adversity, even his friend leaves.
10Never trust your enemy,

for his wickedness is like corrosion in
copper.

11 Though he humbles himself and walks
bowed down,

still be careful and beware of him.
You will be to him as one who has wiped a

mirror,
to be sure it doesn’t completely tarnish.

12Don’t set him next to you,
lest he overthrow you and stand in
your place.

Don’t let him sit on your right hand,
lest he seek to take your seat,

and at the last you acknowledgemywords,
and be pricked withmy sayings.

13Who will pity a charmer that is bitten by
a snake,

or any who come near wild beasts?
14 Even so, who will pity him who goes to a

sinner,
and is associated with him in his sins?

15For a while he will stay with you,
and if you falter, he will not stay.

16 The enemy will speak sweetly with his
lips,

and in his heart plan to throw you into
a pit.

The enemymayweep with his eyes,
but if hefinds opportunity, hewillwant
more blood.

17 If adversity meets you, you will find him
there before you.

Pretending to help you, hewill trip you.
18Hewill shake his head, clap his hands,

whisper much, and change his counte-
nance.

13
1Hewho touches pitch will be defiled.

* 12:6 The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities. † 12:8 Or, punished
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He who has fellowship with a proud
manwill become like him.

2 Don’t take up a burden above your
strength.

Have no fellowship with one who is
mightier and richer than yourself.

What fellowship would the earthen pot
have with the kettle?

Thekettlewill strike, and thepotwill be
dashed in pieces.

3The richman does awrong and threatens.
The poor is wronged and apologizes.

4 If you are profitable, he will exploit you.
If you are in need, he will forsake you.

5 If you own something, he will live with
you.

He will drain your resources and will
not be sorry.

6 Does he need you? Then he will deceive
you,

smile at you, and give you hope.
He will speak kindly to you and say,

“What do you need?”
7Hewill shame you by his delicacies

until he has made you bare twice or
thrice,

and in the end he will laugh you to
scorn.

Afterward hewill see you, will forsake you,
and shake his head at you.

8Beware that you are not deceived
and brought low in your enjoyment.

9 If a mighty man invites you, be reserved,
and he will invite youmore.

10Don’t press him, lest you be thrust back.
Don’t stand far off, lest you be forgot-
ten.

11Don’t try to speak with him as an equal,
and don’t believe his many words;

for he will test you withmuch talk,
andwill examine you in a smilingman-
ner.

12He who doesn’t keep secrets to himself is
unmerciful.

He won’t hesitate to harm and to bind.
13Keep them to yourself and be careful,

for you walk* in danger of falling. 14 †

15Every living creature loves its own kind,
and everyman loves his neighbor.

16All flesh associates with their own kind.
Amanwill stick to people like himself.

17 What fellowship would the wolf have
with the lamb?

So is the sinner to the godly.
18What peace is there between a hyena and

a dog?

What peace is there between a rich
man and the poor?

19Wild donkeys are the prey of lions in the
wilderness;

likewise poormen are feeding grounds
for the rich.

20 Lowliness is an abomination to a proud
man;

likewise a poor man is an abomination
to the rich.

21 When a rich man is shaken, he is sup-
ported by his friends,

but when the humble is down, he is
pushed away even by his friends.

22 When a rich man falls, there are many
helpers.

He speaks things not to be spoken, and
men justify him.

A humble man falls, andmen rebuke him.
Heutterswisdom, and isnot listened to.

23A richman speaks, and all keep silence.
They extol what he says to the clouds.

A poor man speaks, and they say, “Who is
this?”

If he stumbles, they will help to over-
throw him.

24Riches are good if they have no sin.
Poverty is evil only in the opinionof the
ungodly.

25 The heart of a man changes his counte-
nance,

whether it is for good or for evil.‡
26 A cheerful countenance is a sign of a

prosperous heart.
Devising proverbs takes strenuous
thinking.

14
1 Blessed is the man who has not slipped

with his mouth,
anddoesn’t suffer fromsorrow for sins.

2Blessed ishewhose souldoesnot condemn
him,

and who has not given up hope.

3 Riches are not appropriate for a stingy
person.

What would amiser do withmoney?
4He who gathers by denying himself gath-

ers for others.
Others will revel in his goods.

5 If one is mean to himself, to whomwill he
be good?

He won’t enjoy his possessions.
6 There is none more evil than he who is

grudging to himself.
* 13:13 Gr. along with. † 13:14 The remainder of verse 13, and verse 14, are omitted by the best authorities.
‡ 13:25 The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities.
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This is a punishment for his wicked-
ness.

7 Even if he does good, he does it in forget-
fulness.

In the end, he reveals his wickedness.
8Amiser is evil.

He turns away and disregards souls.
9A covetous man’s eye is not satisfied with

his portion.
Wicked injustice dries up his soul.

10Amiser begrudges bread,
and it is lacking at his table.

11Myson, according towhat youhave, treat
yourself well,

and bringworthy offerings to the Lord.
12Remember that death will not wait,

and that the covenant of Hades hasn’t
been shown to you.

13Do good to your friends before you die.
According to your ability, reachout and
give to them.

14Don’t deprive yourself of a good day.
Don’t let your share of a desired good
pass you by.

15Won’t you leave your labors to another,
and your toils be divided by lot?

16Give, take, and treat yourself well,
because there is no seeking of luxury in
Hades.

17All flesh grows old like a garment,
for the covenant from the beginning is,

“Youmust die!”
18Like the leaves flourishing on a thick tree,

some it sheds, and some grow,
so also are the generations of flesh and

blood:
one comes to an end and another is
born.

19Every work rots and falls away,
and its builder will depart with it.

20Blessed is themanwhomeditates onwis-
dom,

andwho reasons byhis understanding.
21Hewho considers her ways in his heart

will alsohaveknowledgeofher secrets.
22Go after her like a hunter,

and lie in wait in her paths.
23Hewho peers in at her windows

will also listen at her doors.
24Hewho lodges close to her house

will also fasten a nail in her walls.
25Hewill pitch his tent near at hand to her,

and will lodge in a lodging where good
things are.

26Hewill set his children under her shelter,
and will rest under her branches.

27By her he will be covered from heat,
and will lodge in her glory.

15
1Hewho fears the Lord will do this.

He who has possession of the law will
obtain her.

2 She will meet him like amother,
and receive him like a wife married in
her virginity.

3 She will feed him with bread of under-
standing

and give himwater ofwisdom to drink.
4Hewill be stayed upon her, andwill not be

moved.
He will rely upon her, and will not be
confounded.

5 She will exalt him above his neighbors.
She will open his mouth in themidst of
the congregation.

6Hewill inherit joy, a crown of gladness,
and an everlasting name.

7Foolishmenwill not obtain her.
Sinners will not see her.

8 She is far from pride.
Liars will not remember her.

9 Praise is not attractive in the mouth of a
sinner;

for itwasnot sent to him from theLord.
10For praise will be spoken in wisdom;

The Lord will prosper it.

11Don’t say, “It is through the Lord that I fell
away;”

for you shall not do the things that he
hates.

12Don’t say, “It is he that causedme to err;”
for he has no need of a sinful man.

13The Lord hates every abomination;
and those who fear him don’t love
them.

14Hehimselfmademan fromthebeginning
and left him in the hand of his own
counsel.

15 If you choose, you can keep the com-
mandments.

To be faithful is amatter of your choice.
16He has set fire and water before you.

You will stretch forth your hand to
whichever you desire.

17Before man is life and death.
Whichever he likes, it will be given to
him.

18For the wisdom of the Lord is great.
He is mighty in power, and sees all
things.

19His eyes are upon those who fear him.
He knows every act of man.

20 He has not commanded any man to be
ungodly.

Hehasnot givenanyman license to sin.
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16
1 Don’t desire a multitude of unprofitable

children,
neither delight in ungodly sons.

2 If theymultiply, don’t delight in them
unless the fear of the Lord is in them.

3Don’t trust in their life.
Don’t rely on their numbers;
for one can be better than a thousand,
and to die childless than to have un-
godly children.

4 For from one who has understanding, a
city will be populated,

but a race of wicked men will be made
desolate.

5 I have seen many such things with my
eyes.

My ear has heard mightier things than
these.

6 In a congregation of sinners, a fire will be
kindled.

In a disobedient nation, wrath is kin-
dled.

7 He was not pacified toward the giants of
old time,

who revolted in their strength.
8He didn’t spare Lot’s neighbors,

whom he abhorred for their pride.
9He didn’t pity the people of perdition

whowere taken away in their sins,
10 or in like manner, the six hundred
thousand footmen

who were gathered together in the
hardness of their hearts.

11Even if there is one stiff-necked person,
it is a marvel if he will be unpunished;
formercy andwrath are bothwith him
who is mighty to forgive,

and he pours out wrath.
12As his mercy is great, so is his correction

also.
He judges a man according to his
works.

13The sinner will not escape with plunder.
The perseverance of the godly will not
be frustrated.

14 He will make room for every work of
mercy.

Each man will receive according to his
works. 15-16 *

17 Don’t say, “I will be hidden from the
Lord,”

and “Who will remember me from on
high?”

I will not be known among somany people,
for what is my soul in a boundless cre-
ation?

18 Behold, the heaven, the heaven of heav-
ens,

the deep, and the earth, will be moved
when he visits.

19Themountainsand the foundationsof the
earth together

are shaken with trembling when he
looks at them.

20No heart will think about these things.
Who could comprehend his ways?

21Like a tempest which noman can see,
so, the majority of his works are† hid-
den.

22Who will declare his works of righteous-
ness?

Whowill wait for them?
For his covenant is afar off.‡

23 He who is lacking in§ understanding
thinks about these things.

An unwise and erring man thinks fool-
ishly.

24My son, listen to me, learn knowledge,
and heedmywords with your heart.

25 I will impart instruction with precision,
and declare knowledge exactly.

26 In the judgment of the Lord are hisworks
from the beginning.

From the making of them he deter-
mined their boundaries.

27He arranged his works for all time,
and their beginnings to their genera-
tions.

They aren’t hungry or weary,
and they don’t cease from their works.

28No one pushes aside his neighbor.
They will never disobey his word.

29After this also theLord lookedat the earth
and filled it with his blessings.

30 All manner of living things covered its
surface,

and they return into it.

17
1The Lord createdmankind out of earth,

and turned them back to it again.
2 He gave them days by number, and a set

time,
and gave them authority over the
things that are on it.

3He endowed themwith strength proper to
them,

and made them according to his own
image.

4He put the fear of man upon all flesh,
and gave him dominion over beasts
and birds. 5 *

* 16:15-16 Verses 15 and 16 are omitted by the best authorities. † 16:21 Gr. among hidden things. ‡ 16:22 The

remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities. § 16:23 Gr. heart. * 17:5 Verse 5 is omitted by the
best authorities.
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6He gave them counsel, tongue, eyes,
ears, and heart to have understanding.

7He filled them with the knowledge of wis-
dom,

and showed them good and evil.
8He set his eye upon their hearts,

to show them the majesty of his works.
9 †

10And they will praise his holy name,
‡ that they may declare the majesty of
his works.

11He added to them knowledge,
and gave them a law of life for a her-
itage.

12 He made an everlasting covenant with
them,

and showed them his decrees.
13Their eyes saw themajesty of his glory.

Their ears heard the glory of his voice.
14 He said to them, “Beware of all unrigh-

teousness.”
So he gave them commandment, each
man concerning his neighbor.

15Their ways are ever before him.
They will not be hidden from his eyes.

16 §
17 *For every nation he appointed a ruler,

but Israel is the Lord’s portion. 18 †
19 All their works are as clear as the sun

before him.
His eyes are continually upon their
ways.

20Their iniquities are not hidden fromhim.
All their sins are before the Lord. 21 ‡

22With him the alms of aman is as a signet.
He will keep a man’s kindness as the
pupil of the eye.§

23 Afterwards he will rise up and repay
them,

and render their repayment upon their
head.

24However to those who repent he grants a
return.

He comforts thosewho are losing hope.

25Return to the Lord, and forsake sins.
Make your prayer before his face of-
fend less.

26 Turn again to the Most High, and turn
away from iniquity.*

Greatly hate the abominable thing.
27Who will give praise to the Most High in

Hades,

in place of the living who return
thanks?

28 Thanksgiving perishes from the dead, as
from one who doesn’t exist.

He who is in life and health will praise
the Lord.

29How great is the mercy of the Lord,
and his forgiveness to those who turn
to him!

30 For humans are not capable of every-
thing,

because the sonofman isnot immortal.
31What is brighter than the sun? Yet even

this can be eclipsed.
So flesh and blood devise evil.

32He looks upon the power of the height of
heaven,

while all men are earth and ashes.

18
1 He who lives forever created the whole

universe.
2The Lord alone is just. 3 *
4Hehas givenpower to declare hisworks to

no one.
Who could trace out his mighty deeds?

5 Who could measure the strength of his
majesty?

Who could also proclaim his mercies?
6As for the wondrous works of the Lord, it

is not possible to take from them nor
add to them,

neither is it possible to explore them.
7Whenamanhas finished, then he is just at

the beginning.
When he stops, then he will be per-
plexed.

8 What is mankind, and what purpose do
they serve?

What is their good, and what is their
evil?

9The number of man’s days at the most are
a hundred years.

10 As a drop of water from the sea, and a
pebble from the sand,

so are a few years in the day of eternity.
11 For this cause the Lord was patient over

them,
and poured out his mercy upon them.

12He saw and perceived their end, that it is
evil.

Therefore he multiplied his forgive-
ness.

13Themercy of a man is on his neighbor;
but themercy of the Lord is on all flesh:

† 17:9 Verse 9 is omitted by the best authorities. ‡ 17:10 This line is added by the best authorities. § 17:16

Verses 16, 18, and 21 are omitted by the best authorities. * 17:17 The preceding part of this verse is omitted by the
best authorities. † 17:18 Verses 16, 18, and 21 are omitted by the best authorities. ‡ 17:21 Verses 16, 18, and 21 are
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reproving, chastening, teaching,
and bringing back, as a shepherd does
his flock.

14He has mercy on those who accept chas-
tening,

and that diligently seek after his judg-
ments.

15My son, don’t add reproach to your good
deeds,

and no harsh words in any of your
giving.

16 Doesn’t the dew relieve the scorching
heat?

So a word is better than a gift.
17Behold, isn’t a word better than a gift?

Both are with a gracious person.
18A fool is ungracious and abusive.

The gift of an grudging person con-
sumes the eyes.

19Learn before you speak.
Take care of your health before you get
sick.

20Before judgment, examine yourself,
and in thehourof scrutiny youwill find
forgiveness.

21Humble yourself before you get sick.
In the time of sins, repent.

22 Let nothing hinder you to pay your vow
in due time.

Don’t wait until death to be released.
23Before youmake a vow, prepare yourself.

Don’t be like amanwho tests the Lord.
24Think about thewrath coming in the days

of the end,
and the time of vengeance, when he
turns away his face.

25 In the days of fullness remember the time
of hunger.

Rememberpovertyand lack in thedays
of wealth.

26 From morning until evening, the time
changes.

All things are speedy before the Lord.
27Awise man is cautious in everything.

In days of sinning, he will beware of
offense.†

28 Every man of understanding knows wis-
dom.

He will give thanks to him who found
her.

29 They who were of understanding in say-
ings also becamewise themselves,

and poured out apt proverbs.

30Don’t go after your lusts.
Restrain your appetites.

31 If you give fully to your soul the delight of
her desire,

she will make you‡ the laughing stock
of your enemies.

32Don’t makemerry inmuch luxury,
and don’t be tied to its expense.

33 Don’t be made a beggar by banqueting
with borrowedmoney

when you have nothing in your purse.§

19
1 A worker who is a drunkard will not be-

come rich.
He who despises small things will fall
little by little.

2Wineandwomenwillmakemenofunder-
standing go astray.

He who joins with prostitutes is reck-
less.

3 Decay and worms will have him as their
heritage.

A reckless soul will be taken away.

4Hewho ishasty to trust is shallow-hearted.
He who sins offends against his own
soul.

5 He who rejoices in wickedness will be
condemned.*

6 †Hewho hates gossip has lesswickedness.
7Never repeat what is told you,

and youwon’t lose anything.
8Whether it is of friend or foe, don’t tell it.

Unless it is a sin to you, don’t reveal it.
9For if he has heard you and observed you,

when the time comes, he will hate you.
10 Have you heard something? Let it die

with you.
Be brave: it will not make you burst!

11A fool will travail in pain with a word,
as a woman in labor with a child.

12As an arrow that sticks in the flesh of the
thigh,

so is gossip in a fool.

13Question a friend; it may be he didn’t do
it.

If he did something, it may be that he
may do it nomore.

14 Question your neighbor; it may be he
didn’t say it.

If he has said it, it may be that he may
not say it again.

15Question a friend; formany times there is
slander.

Don’t trust every word.
16 There is one who slips, and not from the

heart.
† 18:27 The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities. ‡ 18:31 Or, a rejoicing to § 18:33 The
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Who is he who hasn’t sinned with his
tongue?

17 Reprove your neighbor before you
threaten him;

and give place to the law of the Most
High. 18-19 ‡

20All wisdom is the fear of the Lord.
In all wisdom is the doing of the law.

21 §
22 The knowledge of wickedness is not wis-

dom.
The prudence of sinners is not counsel.

23There is a wickedness, and it is an abomi-
nation.

There is a fool lacking in wisdom.
24 Better is one who has little understand-

ing, and fears God,
than one who has much intelligence
and transgresses the law.

25 There is an exquisite subtlety, and it is
unjust.

And there is one who perverts favor to
gain a judgment.*

26 There is one who does wickedly, who
hangsdownhisheadwithmourning;

but inwardly he is full of deceit,
27 bowing down his face, and pretend-
ing to be deaf in one ear.

Where he isn’t known, he will take ad-
vantage of you.

28 And if for lack of power he is hindered
from sinning,

if he finds opportunity, he will do mis-
chief.

29Amanwill be known by his appearance.
One who has understanding will be
known by his face when you meet
him.

30Aman’s attire, grinning laughter,
and the way he walks showwhat he is.

20
1There is a reproof that is not timely;

and there is a person who is wise
enough to keep silent.

2Howgood is it to reprove, rather than tobe
angry.

He who confesses will be kept back
from harm. 3 *

4 As is the lust of a eunuch to deflower a
virgin,

so is he who executes judgments with
violence.

5There is onewho keeps silent and is found
wise;

and there is one who is hated for his
much talk.

6 There is one who keeps silent, for he has
no answer to make;

And there is one who keeps silent,
knowing when to speak.

7Awisemanwill be silent until his time has
come,

but the braggart and fool will miss his
time.

8 He who uses many words will be ab-
horred.

Hewho takes authority for himself will
be hated in it.

9 There is a prosperity that a man finds in
misfortunes;

and there is a gain that turns to loss.
10There is a gift that will not profit you;

and there isagift thatpaysbackdouble.
11There are losses because of glory;

and there is one who has lifted up his
head from a low estate.

12There is one who buysmuch for a little,
and pays for it again sevenfold.

13He who is wise in words will make him-
self beloved;

but the pleasantries of fools will be
wasted.

14The gift of a fool will not profit you,†
for he looks for repayment many times
instead of one.

15Hewill give little and insult much.
He will open his mouth like a crier.

Today he will lend, and tomorrow he will
ask for it back.

Such a one is a hateful man.
16The fool will say, “I have no friend,

and I have no thanks for my good
deeds.

Those who eat my bread have an evil
tongue.”

17How often, and of how many, will he be
laughed to scorn!‡

18A slip on a pavement is better than a slip
with the tongue.

So the fall of the wicked will come
speedily.

19 A man without grace is a tale out of sea-
son.

It will be continually in the mouth of
the ignorant.

20 A parable from a fool’s mouth will be
rejected;

for he won’t tell it at the proper time.
‡ 19:18-19 Verses 18 and 19 are omitted by the best authorities. § 19:21 The remainder of verse 20 and verse 21 are
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21 There is one who is hindered from sin-
ning through lack.

When he rests, he will not be troubled.
22 There is one who destroys his soul

through bashfulness.
By a foolish countenance, he will de-
stroy it.

23 There is one who for bashfulness makes
promises to his friend;

and he makes him his enemy for noth-
ing.

24A lie is an ugly blot on a person.
It will be continually in the mouth of
the ignorant.

25A thief is better than amanwho is contin-
ually lying,

but they both will inherit destruction.
26The destination of a liar is dishonor.

His shame is with him continually.

27 He who is wise in words will advance
himself.

And one who is prudent will please
great men.

28Hewho tills his landwill raise his harvest
high.

He who pleases great men will get par-
don for iniquity.

29Favors andgifts blind the eyes of thewise,
and as a muzzle on the mouth, turn
away reproofs.

30Wisdom that is hidden, and treasure that
is out of sight—

what profit is in either of them?
31Better is a manwho hides his folly

than amanwho hides his wisdom. 32 §

21
1My son, have you sinned?

Do it nomore;
and ask forgiveness for your past sins.

2Flee from sin as from the face of a snake;
for if you go near, it will bite you.

Its teeth are like lion’s teeth,
slaying people’s souls.

3All iniquity is as a two-edged sword.
Its stroke has no healing.

4 Terror and violence will waste away
riches.

So thehouse of an arrogantmanwill be
laid waste.

5 Supplication from a poor man’s mouth
reaches to the ears of* God,

and his judgment comes speedily.
6Onewho hates reproof is in the path of the

sinner.

Hewho fears the Lordwill repent in his
heart.

7He who is mighty in tongue is known far
away;

but the man of understanding knows
when he slips.

8Hewho builds his house with other men’s
money

is like one who gathers stones for his
own tomb.

9 The congregation of wicked men is as a
bundle of tow

with a flame of fire at the end of them.
10The way of sinners is paved with stones;

and at the end of it is the pit of Hades.

11Hewho keeps the law becomesmaster of
its intent.

The fulfilment of the fear of the Lord is
wisdom.

12 He who is not clever will not be in-
structed.

There is a cleverness which makes bit-
terness abound.

13 The knowledge of a wise man will be
made to abound as a flood,

and his counsel as a fountain of life.
14 The inward parts of a fool are like a bro-

ken vessel.
He will hold no knowledge.

15 If aman of knowledge hears awiseword,
he will commend it and add to it.

The wanton man hears it, and it displeases
him,

so he throws it away behind his back.
16The chatter of a fool is like a burden in the

way,
but gracewill be foundon the lips of the
wise.

17The utterance of the prudent manwill be
sought for in the congregation.

They will ponder his words in their
heart.

18As a house that is destroyed, so is wisdom
to a fool.

The knowledge of an unwise man is
talk without sense.†

19 Instruction is as fetters on the feet of an
unwise man,

and as manacles on the right hand.
20A fool lifts up his voice with laughter,

but a clever man smiles quietly.
21 Instruction is to a prudent man as an

ornament of gold,
and as a bracelet upon his right arm.

22The foot of a fool rushes into a house,

§ 20:32 Verse 32 is omitted by the best authorities. * 21:5 Gr. him. † 21:18 Gr. unexamined words.
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but a man of experience will be
ashamed of entering.

23 A foolish man peers into the door of a
house,

but a man who is instructed will stand
outside.

24 It is rude for someone to listen at a door,
but a prudent person will be grieved
with the disgrace.

25 The lips of strangers will be grieved at
these things,

but the words of prudent men will be
weighed in the balance.

26The heart of fools is in their mouth,
but the mouth of wise men is their
heart.

27When the ungodly curses an adversary,
he curses his own soul.

28Awhisperer defiles his own soul,
and will be hated wherever he travels.

22
1A slothful man is compared to a stone that

is defiled.
Everyone will at hiss at him in his dis-
grace.

2A slothfulman is compared to the filth of a
dunghill.

Anyonewhopicks it upwill shake it out
of his hand.

3An undisciplined child is a disgrace to his
father,

and a foolish daughter is born to his
loss.

4Aprudent daughterwill inherit a husband
of her own.

Shewhobrings shame is thegrief ofher
father.

5 She who is arrogant brings shame on fa-
ther and husband.

She will be despised by both of them.
6 Ill-timed conversation is like music in

mourning,
but stripes and correction are wisdom
in every season.

7Hewho teaches a fool is like onewho glues
potsherds together,

even like one who wakes a sleeper out
of a deep sleep.

8 He who teaches a fool is as one who
teaches amanwho slumbers.

In the end hewill say, “What is it?” 9-10*
11Weep for the dead, for he lacks light.

Weep for a fool, for he lacks under-
standing.

Weep more sweetly for the dead, because
he has found rest,

but the life of the fool is worse than
death.

12Mourning for the dead lasts seven days,
but for a fool and an ungodly man, it
lasts all the days of his life.

13Don’t talk muchwith a foolishman,
and don’t go to one who has no under-
standing.

Beware of him, lest youhave trouble andbe
defiled in his onslaught.

Turn away from him, and you will find
rest,

and you won’t be wearied in his mad-
ness.

14What would be heavier than lead?
What is its name, but “Fool”?

15 Sand, salt, and a mass of iron is easier to
bear

than amanwithout understanding.

16Timber girded and bound into a building
will not be released with shaking.

So a heart established in due season
on well advised counsel will not be
afraid.

17A heart settled upon a thoughtful under-
standing

is as an ornament of plaster on a pol-
ished wall.

18 Fences set on a high place will not stand
against the wind;

so a fearful heart in the imagination of
a fool will not stand against any fear.

19Hewhopricks the eyewillmake tears fall.
He who pricks the heart makes it show
feeling.

20 Whoever casts a stone at birds scares
them away.

He who insults a friend will dissolve
friendship.

21 If you have drawn a sword against a
friend, don’t despair,

for there may be a way back.
22 If you have opened your mouth against a

friend, don’t be afraid,
for there may be reconciliation,
unless it is for insulting, arrogance, dis-
closing of a secret, or a treacherous
blow—

for these things any friend will flee.

23 Gain trust with your neighbor in his
poverty,

that in his prosperity you may have
gladness.

Stay steadfast to him in the timeof his afflic-
tion,

* 22:9-10 Verses 9 and 10 are omitted by the best authorities. † 22:23 The remainder of this verse is omitted by the
best authorities.
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that you may be heir with him in his
inheritance.†

24 Before fire is the vapor and smoke of a
furnace,

so insults precede bloodshed.
25 I won’t be ashamed to shelter a friend.

I won’t hide myself from his face.
26 If any evil happens tome because of him,

everyone who hears it will beware of
him.

27Whowill set a watch over mymouth,
and a seal of shrewdness uponmy lips,
that I may not fall from it, and that my
tonguemay not destroyme?

23
1O Lord, Father andMaster of my life,

don’t abandonme to their counsel.
Don’t let me fall because of them.

2Whowill set scourges over my thought,
and a discipline of wisdom over my
heart,

that they spareme not for my errors,
and not overlook their sins?

3Otherwise my errors might bemultiplied,
andmy sins abound,
I fall before my adversaries,
andmy enemy rejoice over me.*

4O Lord, Father and God of my life,
don’t give me a haughty eyes,†
5and turn away evil desire fromme.‡

6Let neither gluttony nor lust overtakeme.
Don’t givemeover toashamelessmind.

7Listen,my children, to the discipline of the
mouth.

He who keeps it will not be caught.
8 The sinner will be overpowered through

his lips.
By them, the insulter and the arrogant
will stumble.

9Don’t accustom yourmouth to an oath,
and don’t be accustomed to naming the
Holy One,

10 for as a servant who is continually
scourged will not lack bruises,

so he also who swears and continually
utters the Name will not be cleansed
from sin.

11 A man of many oaths will be filled with
iniquity.

The scourge will not depart from his
house.

If he offends, his sin will be upon him.
If he disregards it, he has sinned dou-
bly.

If he has sworn falsely, he will not be justi-
fied,

for his house will be filled with calami-
ties.

12 There is a manner of speech that is
clothed with death.

Let it not be found in the heritage of
Jacob,

for all these things will be far from the
godly,

and they will not wallow in sins.
13Don’t accustomyourmouth togross rude-

ness,
for it involves sinful speech.

14Remember your father and yourmother,
for you sit in themidst of great men,
that you be not forgetful before them,
and become a fool by your bad habit;

so you may wish that you had not been
born,

and curse the day of your birth.
15 A man who is accustomed to abusive

language
won’t be corrected all the days of his
life.

16Two sorts of people multiply sins,
and the third will bring wrath:
a hot passion, like a burning fire, will
not bequencheduntil it is consumed;

a fornicator in the body of his fleshwill
never cease until he has burned out
the fire.

17All bread is sweet to a fornicator.
He will not cease until he dies.

18 A man who goes astray from his own
marriage bed

says in his heart, “Who sees me?
Darkness is around me, and the walls hide

me.
No one sees me. Of whom am I afraid?
The Most High will not remember my
sins.”

19The eyes of men are his terror.
He doesn’t know that the eyes of the
Lord are ten thousand times brighter
than the sun,

seeing all the ways of men,
and looking into secret places.

20All thingswere known to himbefore they
were created,

and also after they were completed.
21 This man will be punished in the streets

of the city.
Hewill be seizedwherehe least expects
it.

22 So also is a wife who leaves her husband,
and produces an heir by another man.

* 23:3 The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities. † 23:4 The remainder of this verse is omitted
by the best authorities. ‡ 23:5 The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities.
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23Forfirst, shewasdisobedient in the lawof
theMost High.

Second, she trespassedagainst her own
husband.

Third, she played the adulteress in for-
nication,

and had children by another man.
24 She shall be brought out into the congre-

gation.
Her punishmentwill extend toher chil-
dren.

25Her children will not take root.
Her branches will bear no fruit.

26 She will leave her memory for a curse.
Her reproach won’t be blotted out.

27And those who are left behind will know
that there is nothing better than the
fear of the Lord,

and nothing sweeter than to heed the
commandments of the Lord. 28 §

24
1Wisdomwill praise her own soul,

andwill proclaimher glory in themidst
of her people.

2 She will open her mouth in the congrega-
tion of the Most High,

and proclaim her glory in the presence
of his power.

3 “I came out of themouth of theMost High,
and covered the earth as amist.

4 I lived in high places,
and my throne is in the pillar of the
cloud.

5Alone I surrounded the circuit of heaven,
and walked in the depth of the abyss.

6 In thewaves of the sea, and in all the earth,
and in every people and nation, I ob-
tained a possession.

7With all these I sought rest.
In whose inheritance shall I lodge?

8 Then the Creator of all things gave me a
command.

He who created me made my tent to
rest,

and said, ‘Let yourdwelling be in Jacob,
and your inheritance in Israel.’

9He createdme from the beginning, before
the ages.

For all ages, I will not cease to exist.
10 In the holy tabernacle, I ministered be-

fore him.
So I was established in Zion.

11 In the beloved city, likewise he gave me
rest.

In Jerusalemwasmy domain.
12 I took root in a people that was honored,

even in the portion of the Lord’s own
inheritance.

13 I was exalted like a cedar in Lebanon,
And like a cypress tree on the moun-
tains of Hermon.

14 I was exalted like a palm tree on the sea
shore,

like rose bushes in Jericho,
and like a fair olive tree in the plain.
I was exalted like a plane tree.

15 Like cinnamon and aspalathus, I have
given a scent to perfumes.

Like choice myrrh, I spread abroad a
pleasant fragrance,

like* galbanum, onycha, stacte,
and as the smell of frankincense in the
tabernacle.

16 Like the terebinth, I stretched out my
branches.

My branches are glorious and graceful.
17Like the vine, I put forth grace.

My flowers are the fruit of glory and
riches. 18 †

19 “Come tome, all you who desire me,
and be filled withmy fruits.

20Formymemory is sweeter than honey,
and my inheritance than the honey-
comb.

21 Those who eat me will be hungry for
more.

Those who drink me will be thirsty for
more.

22Hewho obeys mewill not be ashamed.
Those whowork withmewill not sin.”

23 All these things are the book of the
covenant of the Most High God,

the law which Moses commanded us
for an inheritance for the assemblies
of Jacob. 24 ‡

25 It is he who makes wisdom abundant, as
Pishon,

and as Tigris in the days of first fruits.
26 He makes understanding full as the Eu-

phrates,
andas the Jordan in thedaysofharvest,

27whomakes instruction shine forth as the
light,

as Gihon in the days of vintage.
28The first man didn’t know her perfectly.

In like manner, the last has not ex-
plored her.

29For her thoughts are filled from the sea,
and her counsels from the great deep.

30 I came out as a canal stream from a river,
and as an irrigationditch into a garden.

31 I said, “I will water my garden,
and will drenchmy garden bed.”

Behold, my stream became a river,
§ 23:28 Verse 28 is omitted by the best authorities. * 24:15 See Exodus 30:34. † 24:18 Verse 18 is omitted by
the best authorities. ‡ 24:24 Verse 24 is omitted by the best authorities.
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andmy river became a sea.
32 I will yet bring instruction to light as the

morning,
and will make these things clear from
far away.

33 I will continue to pour out teaching like
prophecy,

and leave it to all generations.
34 See that I have not labored for myself

only,
but for all those who diligently seek
wisdom.

25
1 I enjoy three things,

and they are beautiful before the Lord
andmen:

the agreement of kindred,
the friendship of neighbors,
and a woman and her husband who
walk together in agreement.

2But my soul hates three sorts of people,
and I am greatly offended at their life:
a poor manwho is arrogant,
a richmanwho is a liar,
and an old fool who is an adulterer.

3 If you gathered nothing in your youth,
how could you find anything in your
old age?

4How beautiful a thing is judgment in the
gray-haired,

and for elders to know good counsel!
5How beautiful is the wisdom of old men,

and understanding and counsel tomen
who are in honor!

6Much experience is the crown of the aged.
Their glory is the fear of the Lord.

7 There are nine things that I have thought
of, and inmy heart counted happy,

and the tenth I will utter with my
tongue:

a manwho has joy with his children,
and amanwho lives and sees the fall of
his enemies.

8 Happy is he who dwells with a wife of
understanding,

hewhohas not slippedwith his tongue,
and he who has not served a man who
is unworthy of him.

9Happy is he who has found prudence,
and he who speaks in the ears of those
who listen.

10How great is he who has foundwisdom!
Yet is there none above him who fears
the Lord.

11The fear of the Lord surpasses all things.

To whom shall he who holds it be
likened? 12 *

13Anywound but a wound of the heart!
Any wickedness but the wickedness of
a woman!

14 Any calamity but a calamity from those
who hate me!

Any vengeance but the vengeance of
enemies!

15 There is no venom worse than a snake’s
venom.

There is no wrath worse than an en-
emy’s wrath.

16 I would rather dwell with a lion and a
dragon

than keephousewith awickedwoman.
17The wickedness of a woman changes her

appearance,
and darkens her countenance like that
of a bear.

18 Her husband will sit among his neigh-
bors,

and when he hears it, he sighs bitterly.
19Allmalice is small compared to themalice

of a woman.
Let the portion of a sinner fall on her.

20Aswalking up a sandy hill is to the feet of
the aged,

so is awife full of words to a quietman.
21Don’t be ensnared by a woman’s beauty.

Don’t desire a woman for her beauty.
22 There is anger, impudence, and great

reproach
if a woman supports her husband.

23Awicked woman is abasement of heart,
sadness of countenance, and a
wounded heart.

A woman who won’t make her husband
happy

is like hands that hang down, andweak
knees.

24Thebeginningof sin came fromawoman.
Because of her, we all die.

25Don’t give water an outlet,
and don’t give a wicked woman free-
dom of speech.

26 If she doesn’t go as you direct,
cut her away from your flesh.†

26
1Happy is the husband of a good wife.

Thenumberofhisdayswill bedoubled.
2A faithful wife gives joy to her husband.

He will fulfill his years in peace.
3A good wife is a great gift.

She will be given to those who fear the
Lord.

* 25:12 Verse 12 is omitted by the best authorities. † 25:26 The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best
authorities.
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4Whether aman is rich or poor,
a goodheartmakesacheerful faceat all
times.

5Of three things my heart was afraid,
andconcerning the fourth*kind Imade
supplication:

The slander of a city, the assembly of a
mob, and a false accusation.

All these aremore grievous than death.
6 A grief of heart and sorrow is a woman

who is jealous of another woman.
Her tongue-lashing makes it known to
all.

7Awicked woman is like a chafing yoke.
Hewho takesholdofher is likeonewho
grasps a scorpion.

8A drunkenwoman causes great wrath.
She will not cover her own shame.

9The fornication of awoman is in the lifting
up of her eyes;

it will be known by her eyelids.
10Keep strict watch on a headstrong daugh-

ter,
lest she find liberty for herself, and use
it.

11Watch out for an impudent eye,
and don’t be surprised if it sins against
you.

12 She will open her mouth like a thirsty
traveller,

and drink from every water that is
near.

She will sit down at every post,
and open her quiver to any arrow.

13 The grace of a wife will delight her hus-
band.

Her knowledge will strengthen† his
bones.

14A silent woman is a gift of the Lord.
There is nothing worth so much as a
well-instructed soul.

15Amodest woman is grace upon grace.
There are no scales that can weigh the
value of a self-controlled soul.

16 As the sun when it arises in the highest
places of the Lord,

so is the beauty of a good wife in her
well-organized home.

17 As the lamp that shines upon the holy
lampstand,

so is the beauty of the face on a well-
proportioned body.

18 As the golden pillars are upon a base of
silver,

so are beautiful feet with the breasts of
one who is steadfast. 19-27 ‡

28For two things my heart is grieved,

and for the third anger comesuponme:
a warrior who suffers for poverty,
men of understanding who are
counted as garbage,

and one who turns back from righ-
teousness to sin—

the Lord will prepare him for the
sword!

29 It is difficult for a merchant to keep him-
self fromwrong doing,

and for a retailer to be acquitted of sin.

27
1Many have sinned for profit.

He who seeks to multiply wealth will
turn his eye away.

2 As a nail will stick fast between the join-
ings of stones,

so sin will thrust itself in between buy-
ing and selling.

3Unless a person holds on diligently to the
fear of the Lord,

his house will be overthrown quickly.

4 In the shaking of a sieve, the refuse re-
mains,

so does the filth of man in his thoughts.
5The furnace tests the potter’s vessels;

so the test of a person is in his thoughts.
6The fruit of a tree discloses its cultivation,

so is the utterance of the thought of a
person’s heart.

7 Praise no man before you hear his
thoughts,

for this is how people are tested.

8 If you follow righteousness, you will ob-
tain it,

and put it on like a long robe of glory.
9Birds will return to their own kind,

so truth will return to those who prac-
tice it.

10The lion lies in wait for prey.
So does sin for those who do evil.

11 The discourse of a godly man is always
wise,

but the fool changes like themoon.
12 Limit your time among people void of

understanding,
but persevere among the thoughtful.

13The talk of fools is offensive.
Their laughter is wantonly sinful.

14 Their talk with much swearing makes
hair stand upright.

Their strife makes others plug their
ears.

15The strife of theproud leads tobloodshed.

* 26:5 Gr. countenance. † 26:13 or, fatten ‡ 26:19-27 Verses 19-27 are omitted by the best authorities.
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Their abuse of each other is a grievous
thing to hear.

16Hewho reveals secrets destroys trust,
and will not find a close friend.

17Love a friend, and keep faith with him;
but if you reveal his secrets,
you shall not follow him;

18 for as aman has destroyed his enemy,
so youhave destroyed the friendship of
your neighbor.

19As a bird which you have released out of
your hand,

so you have let your neighbor go, and
you will not catch him again.

20 Don’t pursue him, for he has gone far
away,

andhas escaped like a gazelle out of the
snare.

21 For a wound may be bound up, and after
abuse there may be reconciliation;

but he who reveals secrets is without
hope.

22 One who winks the eye contrives evil
things;

and those who know him will keep
their distance.

23 When you are present, he will speak
sweetly,

and will admire your words;
but afterward he will twist his speech
and set a trap in your words.

24 Ihavehatedmany things, butnothing like
him.

The Lord will hate him.
25One who casts a stone straight up casts it

on his own head.
A deceitful blow opens wounds.

26Hewho digs a pit will fall into it.
Hewho sets a snarewill be caught in it.

27 He who does evil things, they will roll
back upon him,

and he will not knowwhere they came
from.

28Mockery and reproach are from the arro-
gant.

Vengeance lies in wait for them like a
lion.

29 Those who rejoice at the fall of the godly
will be caught in a snare.

Anguish will consume them before
they die.

30Wrath and anger, these also are abomina-
tions.

A sinner will possess them.

28
1 He who takes vengeance will find

vengeance from the Lord,
and he will surely make his sins firm.

2Forgive your neighbor the hurt that he has
done,

and then your sins will be pardoned
when you pray.

3 Does anyone harbor anger against an-
other

and expect healing from the Lord?
4Upon aman like himself he has nomercy,

and does he make supplication for his
own sins?

5He himself, being flesh, nourishes wrath.
Whowill make atonement for his sins?

6Remember your last end, and stop enmity.
Remember corruption and death, and
be true to the commandments.

7Remember the commandments, and don’t
be angry with your neighbor.

Remember the covenant of theHighest,
and overlook ignorance.

8Abstain from strife, and youwill diminish
your sins,

for a passionate manwill kindle strife.
9Amanwho is a sinner will trouble friends

and sow discord among those who are
at peace.

10As is the fuel of the fire, so it will burn;
and as the stoutness of the strife is, so it
will burn.

As is the strength of the man, so will be his
wrath;

and as is his wealth, so he will exalt his
anger.

11Acontentionbegun inhastekindlesafire;
and hasty fighting sheds blood.

12 If you blow on a spark, it will burn;
and if you spit upon it, it will be
quenched.

Both of these come out of yourmouth.

13Curse thewhisperer anddouble-tongued,
for he has destroyedmanywhowere at
peace.

14A slanderer has shakenmany,
and dispersed them from nation to na-
tion.

It has pulled down strong cities
and overthrown the houses of great
men.

15A slanderer has cast out brave women
and deprived them of their labors.

16Hewho listens to it will not find rest,
nor will he live quietly.

17The stroke of a whipmakes amark in the
flesh,

but the stroke of a tongue will break
bones.

18 Many have fallen by the edge of the
sword,

yet not so many as those who have
fallen because of the tongue.
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19Happy is he who is sheltered from it,
who has not passed through its wrath,
who has not drawn its yoke,
and has not been boundwith its bands.

20For its yoke is a yoke of iron,
and its bands are bands of brass.

21 Its death is an evil death,
and Hades is better than it.

22 It will not have rule over godly men.
They will not be burned in its flame.

23 Those who forsake the Lord will fall into
it.

It will burn among them, and won’t be
quenched.

It will be sent against them like a lion.
It will destroy them like a leopard.

24As you hedge your possession about with
thorns,

and secure your silver and your gold,
25 so make a balance and a weight for your

words,
and make a door and a bar for your
mouth.

26Take heed lest you slip with it,
lest you fall before onewho lies inwait.

29
1Hewhoshowsmercywill lend tohisneigh-

bor.
He who strengthens himwith his hand
keeps the commandments.

2Lend to your neighbor in time of his need.
Repay your neighbor on time.

3 Confirm your word, and keep faith with
him;

and at all seasons you will find what
you need.

4Manyhave considered a loan to be awind-
fall,

and have given trouble to those who
helped them.

5Until he has received, he will kiss a man’s
hands.

For his neighbor’s money he will speak
submissively.

Thenwhen payment is due, he will prolong
the time,

return excuses, and complain about
the season.

6 If he prevails, the creditor will hardly re-
ceive half;

and he will count it as a windfall.
If not, he has deprived him of his money,

and he has gotten him for an enemy
without cause.

He will pay himwith cursing and railing.
Instead of honor, he will pay him dis-
grace.

7 Many on account of fraud have turned
away.

They are afraid of being defrauded for
nothing.

8 However be patient with a man in poor
estate.

Don’t keep himwaiting for your alms.
9Help a poor man for the commandment’s

sake.
According to his need don’t send him
empty away.

10 Lose your money for a brother and a
friend.

Don’t let it rust under a stone and be
lost.

11 Allocate your treasure according to the
commandments of the Most High

and it will profit youmore than gold.
12 Store up almsgiving in your store-

chambers
and it will deliver you out of all afflic-
tion.

13 It will fight for you against your enemy
better than a mighty shield and a pon-
derous spear.

14 A good man will be surety for his neigh-
bor.

He who has lost shamewill fail him.
15Don’t forget the kindness of your guaran-

tor,
for he has given his life for you.

16 A sinner will waste the property of his
guarantor.

17Hewho is thanklesswill fail himwho
delivered him.

18Being surety has undonemanywhowere
prospering

and shaken them as a wave of the sea.
It has drivenmightymen from their homes.

Theywanderedamong foreignnations.
19 A sinner who falls into suretiship and

undertakes contracts for work
will fall into lawsuits.

20 Help your neighbor according to your
power,

and be careful not to fall yourself.

21The essentials of life are water, bread,
a garment, and a house for privacy.

22 Better is the life of a poor man under a
shelter of logs

than sumptuous fare in another man’s
house.

23 With little or with much, be well satis-
fied.*

24 It is a miserable life to go from house to
house.

Where you are a guest, you dare not
open yourmouth.

* 29:23 The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities.
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25Youwill entertain, serve drinks, andhave
no thanks.

In addition to this, you will hear bitter
words.

26 “Come here, you sojourner, set a table,
and if you have anything in your hand,
feedmewith it.”

27 “Leave, you sojourner, for an honored
guest is here.

My brother has come to be my guest. I
needmy house.”

28 These things are grievous to a man of
understanding:

The scolding about lodging and the in-
sults of creditors.

30
1He who loves his son will continue to lay

stripes upon him,
that he may have joy from him in the
end.

2He who chastises his son will have profit
from him,

and will brag about him among his ac-
quaintances.

3 He who teaches his son will provoke his
enemy to jealousy.

Before friends, he will rejoice in him.
4His father dies, and is as thoughhehadnot

died;
for he has left one behind him like him-
self.

5 In his life, he saw his son and rejoiced.
When he died, it was without regret.

6He left behind him an avenger against his
enemies,

and one to repay kindness to his
friends.

7 He who makes too much of his son will
bind up his wounds.

His heart will be troubled at every cry.
8An unbroken horse becomes stubborn.

An unrestrained son becomes head-
strong.

9 Pamper your child, and he will make you
afraid.

Play with him, and he will grieve you.
10 Don’t laugh with him, lest you have sor-

rowwith him,
and you gnash your teeth in the end.

11Give him no liberty in his youth,
and don’t ignore his follies.*

12 †Bow down his neck in his youth,
and beat him on the sides while he is a
child,

lest he become stubborn, and be dis-
obedient to you,

and there be sorrow to your soul.‡
13Chastise your son, and give himwork,

lest his shameless behavior be an of-
fense to you.

14 Better is a poor man who is healthy and
fit,

than a rich man who is afflicted in his
body.

15Health andfitness arebetter thanall gold,
and a strong body better than wealth
without measure.

16 There is no wealth better than health of
body.

There is no gladness above the joy of
the heart.

17Death is better than a bitter life,
and eternal rest than a continual sick-
ness.

18 Good things poured out upon a mouth
that is closed

are like food offerings laid upon a
grave.

19What does an offering profit an idol?
For it can’t eat or smell.

So is he who is punished by the Lord,
20 seeing with his eyes and groaning,
like a eunuch embracing a virgin and
groaning.

21Don’t give your soul to sorrow.
Don’t afflict yourself deliberately.

22Gladness of heart is the life of a man.
Cheerfulness of a man lengthens his
days.

23 Love your own soul, and comfort your
heart.

Remove sorrow far from you,
for sorrow has destroyedmany,
and there is no profit in it.

24Envy andwrath shorten life.
Anxiety brings old age before its time.

25Those who are cheerful andmerry
will benefit from their food.

31
1Wakefulness that comes from riches con-

sumes the flesh,
and anxiety about it takes away sleep.

2Wakeful anxiety will crave slumber.
In a severe disease, sleep will be bro-
ken.

3 A rich man toils in gathering money to-
gether.

When he rests, he is filledwith his good
things.

4A poorman toils in lack of substance.
When he rests, he becomes needy.

* 30:11 This line and the previous two lines are absent from some older MSS. † 30:12 These three lines are absent
from the oldest MSS. ‡ 30:12 These three lines are absent from the oldest MSS.
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5Hewho loves gold won’t be justified.
He who follows destruction will him-
self have his fill of it.

6Many have been given over to ruin for the
sake of gold.

Their destruction meets them face to
face.

7 It is a stumbling block to those who sacri-
fice to it.

Every fool will be taken by it.
8 Blessed is the rich person who is found

blameless,
and who doesn’t go after gold.

9Who is he, that wemay call him blessed?
For he has done wonderful things
among his people.

10Who has been tried by it, and found per-
fect?

Then let him boast.
Who has had the power to transgress, and

has not transgressed?
And to do evil, and has not done it?

11His prosperity will be made sure.
The congregation will proclaim his
alms.

12 Do you sit at a great table? Don’t be
greedy there.

Don’t say, “There is a lot of food on it!”
13 Remember that a greedy eye is a wicked

thing.
What has been created more greedy
than an eye?

Therefore it sheds tears from every
face.

14 Don’t stretch your hand wherever it
looks.

Don’t thrust yourself with it into the
dish.

15Consideryourneighbor’s feelingsbyyour
own.

Be discreet in every point.
16 Eat like a human being those things

which are set before you.
Don’t eat greedily, lest you be hated.

17Be first to stop for manners’ sake.
Don’t be insatiable, lest you offend.

18And if you sit amongmany,
Don’t reachout yourhandbefore them.

19Howsufficient to awell-manneredman is
a very little.

He doesn’t breathe heavily in his bed.
20Healthy sleep comes from moderate eat-

ing.
He rises early, and his wits are with
him.

The pain of wakefulness, colic,
and griping arewith an insatiableman.

21And if you have been forced to eat,
rise up in themiddle of it, and you shall
have rest.

22Hearme, my son, and don’t despise me,
and in the end you will appreciate my
words.

In all your works be skillful,
and no disease will come to you.

23 People bless him who is liberal with his
food.

The testimony of his excellence will be
believed.

24 The city will murmur at him who is a
stingy with his food.

The testimony of his stinginess will be
accurate.

25Don’t show yourself valiant in wine,
for wine has destroyedmany.

26 The furnace tests the temper of steel by
dipping;

so does wine test hearts in the quarrel-
ing of the proud.

27Wine is as good as life to men,
if you drink it in moderation.

What life is there to a man who is without
wine?

It has been created to makemen glad.
28Wine drunk in season and inmoderation

is joy of heart and gladness of soul:
29 Wine drunk excessively is bitterness of

soul,
with provocation and conflict.

30Drunkenness increases the rage of a fool
to his hurt.

It diminishes strength and adds
wounds.

31Don’t rebuke your neighbor at a banquet
of wine.

Don’t despise him in his mirth.
Don’t speak a word of reproach to him.

Don’t distress him bymaking demands
of him.

32
1Have theymade you ruler of a feast?

Don’t be lifted up.
Be among them as one of them.
Take care of them first, and then sit
down.

2 And when you have done all your duties,
take your place,

that you may be gladdened on their
account,

and receive a wreath for your good
service.

3 Speak, you who are older, for it’s your
right, but with sound knowledge;

and don’t interrupt themusic.
4Don’t pour out talkwhere there is aperfor-

mance of music.
Don’t display your wisdom at the
wrong time.
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5As a ruby signet in a setting of gold,
so is amusic concert at awine banquet.

6As an emerald signet in a work of gold,
so is musical melody with pleasant
wine.

7 Speak, youngman, if you are obliged to,
but no more than twice, and only if
asked.

8 Sum up your speech, many things in few
words.

Be as one who knows and yet holds his
tongue.

9When among great men, don’t behave as
their equal.

When another is speaking, don’t bab-
ble.

10Lightning speeds before thunder.
Approval goes before one who is mod-
est.

11Rise up in good time, and don’t be last.
Go home quickly and don’t loiter

12 Amuse yourself there and do what is in
your heart.

Don’t sin by proud speech.
13For these things bless yourMaker,

who gives you to drink freely of his
good things.

14He who fears the Lord will receive disci-
pline.

Those who seek him early will find fa-
vor.

15He who seeks the law shall be filled with
it,

but the hypocrite will stumble at it.
16 Those who fear the Lord will find true

judgment,
and will kindle righteous acts like a
light.

17A sinful man shuns reproof,
and will find a judgment according to
his will.

18Asensiblepersonwon’t neglect a thought.
An insolent and proud man won’t
crouch in fear,

even after he has done a thing by him-
self without counsel.

19Do nothing without counsel,
but when you have acted, don’t regret
it.

20Don’t go in a way of conflict.
Don’t stumble in stony places.

21Don’t be overconfident on a smooth road.
22Beware of your own children.

23 In every work guard your own soul,
for this is the keeping of the command-
ments.

24Hewho believes the law gives heed to the
commandment.

Hewho trusts in the Lordwill suffer no
loss.

33
1No evil will happen to him who fears the

Lord,
but in trials once and again he will
deliver him.

2Awise manwill not hate the law,
but hewho is a hypocrite about it is like
a boat in a storm.

3A man of understanding will put his trust
in the law.

And the law is faithful to him, as when
one asks a divine oracle.

4 Prepare your speech, and so you will be
heard.

Bind up instruction, and make your
answer.

5The heart of a fool is like a cartwheel.
His thoughts are like a rolling axle.

6A stallion horse is like amocking friend.
He neighs under every one who sits
upon him.

7Why does one day excel another,
when all the light of every day in the
year is from the sun?

8 They were distinguished by the Lord’s
knowledge,

and he varied seasons and feasts.
9 Some of them he exalted and hallowed,

and some of them he has made ordi-
nary days.

10And all men are from the ground.
Adamwas created from dust.

11 In the abundance of his knowledge the
Lord distinguished them,

andmade their ways different.
12 Some of them he blessed and exalted,

and some of them he made holy and
brought near to himself.

Some of them he cursed and brought low,
and overthrew them from their place.

13As the clay of the potter in his hand,
all his ways are according to his good
pleasure,

so men are in the hand of him who made
them,

to render to themaccording to his judg-
ment.

14Good is the opposite of evil,
and life is the opposite of death;
so* the sinner is the opposite of the
godly.

15Look upon all the works of theMost High
like this,

* 33:14 A line of this verse is here omitted by the best authorities.



Sirach 33:16 831 Sirach 34:16

they come in pairs, one against an-
other.

16 I was the last on watch,
like one who gleans after the grape
gatherers.

17 By the Lord’s blessing I arrived before
them,

and filled my winepress like one who
gathers grapes.

18 Consider that I labored not for myself
alone,

but for all those who seek instruction.
19Hearme, you great men of the people,

and listen with your ears, you rulers of
the congregation.

20To son andwife, to brother and friend,
don’t give power over yourself while
you live,

and don’t give your goods to another,
lest you regret it andmust ask for them.

21While you still live and breath is in you,
don’t give yourself over to anybody.

22 For it is better that your children should
ask from you

than that you should look to thehandof
your children.

23Excel in all your works.
Don’t bring a stain on your honor.

24 In the day that you end the days of your
life,

in the time of death, distribute your
inheritance.

25 Fodder, a stick, and burdens are for a
donkey.

Bread, discipline, and work are for a
servant.

26 Set your slave to work, and you will find
rest.

Leave his hands idle, and he will seek
liberty.

27Yoke andwhip will bow the neck.
For an evil slave there are racks and
tortures.

28 Send him to labor, that he not be idle,
for idleness teaches muchmischief.

29 Set him to work, as is fit for him.
If he doesn’t obey, make his fetters
heavy.

30Don’t be excessive toward any.
Do nothing unjust.

31 If youhaveaslave, treathim likeyourself,
because you have bought him with
blood.

32 If youhaveaslave, treathim likeyourself.
For like your own soul, you will need
him.

If you treat him ill, and he departs and runs
away,

33which waywill you go to seek him?

34
1Vain and false hopes are for a man void of

understanding.
Dreams give wings to fools.

2Asonewhograspsat a shadowand follows
after the wind,

so is he who sets his mind on dreams.
3The vision of dreams is a reflection,

the likeness of a face near a face.
4 From an unclean thing what can be

cleansed?
From that which is false what can be
true?

5 Divinations, and soothsayings, and
dreams, are vain.

Theheart has fantasies like awoman in
labor.

6 If they are not sent in a visitation from the
Most High,

don’t give your heart to them.
7For dreams have ledmany astray.

They have failed by putting their hope
in them.

8Without lying the lawwill be fulfilled.
Wisdom is complete in a faithful
mouth.

9 A well-instructed man knows many
things.

He who has much experience will de-
clare understanding.

10 He who has no experience knows few
things.

But hewho has traveled increases clev-
erness.

11 I have seenmany things inmy travels.
My understanding is more than my
words.

12 I was often in danger even to death.
I was preserved because of these expe-
riences.

13The spirit of those who fear the Lord will
live,

for theirhope is inhimwhosaves them.
14Whoever fears the Lord won’t be afraid,

and won’t be a coward,
for he is his hope.

15 Blessed is the soul of him who fears the
Lord.

Towhomdoes he give heed? Who is his
support?

16Theeyesof theLordareon thosewho love
him,

a mighty protection and strong sup-
port,

a cover from thehot blast, a shade from
the noonday sun,

a guard from stumbling, and a help
from falling.
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17He raises up the soul, and enlightens the
eyes.

He gives health, life, and blessing.
18Hewho sacrifices a thing wrongfully got-

ten, his offering is made inmockery.
The mockeries of wicked men are not
acceptable.

19 The Most High has no pleasure in the
offerings of the ungodly,

Neither is he pacified for sins by the
multitude of sacrifices.

20 Like one who kills a son before his fa-
ther’s eyes

is he who brings a sacrifice from the
goods of the poor.

21 The bread of the needy is the life of the
poor.

He who deprives him of it is a man of
blood.

22Like one whomurders his neighbor is he
who takes away his living.

Like a shedder of blood is he who de-
prives a hireling of his hire.

23 When one builds, and another pulls
down,

what profit do they have but toil?
24When one prays, and another curses,

whose voice will the Lord listen to?
25He who washes himself after touching a

dead body, and touches it again,
what does he gain by his washing?

26Even so aman fasting for his sins,
and going again, and doing the same,
whowill listen to his prayer?
What profit does he have in his humili-
ation?

35
1Hewho keeps the lawmultiplies offerings.

He who heeds the commandments sac-
rifices a peace offering.

2 He who returns a kindness offers fine
flour.

He who gives alms sacrifices a thank
offering.

3 To depart from wickedness pleases the
Lord.

To depart from unrighteousness is an
atoning sacrifice.

4 See that you don’t appear in the presence
of the Lord empty.

5 For all these things are done because
of the commandment.

6 The offering of the righteous enriches the
altar.

The sweet fragrance of it is before the
Most High.

7The sacrifice of a righteous man is accept-
able.

It won’t be forgotten.

8Glorify the Lord with generosity.
Don’t reduce the first fruits of your
hands.

9 In every gift showa cheerful countenance,
And dedicate your tithe with gladness.
10Give to theMost High according as he has

given.
As your hand has found, give gener-
ously.

11For the Lord repays,
and he will repay you sevenfold.

12Don’t plan to bribe him with gifts, for he
will not receive them.

Don’t set your mind on an unrighteous
sacrifice,

For the Lord is the judge,
and with him is no respect of persons.

13Hewon’t acceptanypersonagainst apoor
man.

He will listen to the prayer of him who
is wronged.

14Hewill innowaydespise the supplication
of the fatherless

or the widow, when she pours out her
tale.

15 Don’t the tears of the widow run down
her cheek?

Isn’t her cry against him who has
caused them to fall?

16He who serves God according to his good
pleasure will be accepted.

His supplication will reach to the
clouds.

17 The prayer of the humble pierces the
clouds.

until it comes near, he will not be com-
forted.

He won’t depart until the Most High visits
and he judges righteously and executes
judgment.

18 And the Lord will not be slack, neither
will he be patient toward them,

until he has crushed the loins of the
unmerciful.

He will repay vengeance to the heathen
until he has taken away the multitude
of the arrogant

and broken in pieces the sceptres of the
unrighteous,

19 until he has rendered to every man
according to his deeds,

and repaid theworks ofmen according
to their plans,

until he has judged the cause of his
people,

and he will make them rejoice in his
mercy.

20 Mercy is as welcome in the time of his
affliction,

as clouds of rain in the time of drought.
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36
1Havemercy uponus, O Lord theGod of all,

and look at us with favor;
2 and send your fear upon all the na-
tions.*

3 Lift up your hand against the foreign na-
tions

and let them see yourmighty power.
4As you showed your holiness in us before

them,
so bemagnified in them before us.

5 Let them know you, as we also have
known you,

that there isnoGodbutonlyyou,OGod.
6 Show new signs, and work various won-

ders.
Glorify your hand and your right arm.†

7Raise up indignation and pour out wrath.
Take away the adversary and destroy
the enemy.

8Hasten the time and remember your oath.
Let them declare yourmighty works.

9 Let him who escapes be devoured by rag-
ing fire.

May those who harm your people find
destruction.

10 Crush the heads of the rulers of the ene-
mies

who say, “There is no one but our-
selves.”

11Gather all the tribes of Jacob together,
and‡ take them for your inheritance, as
from the beginning.

12O Lord, have mercy upon the people that
is called by your name,

andupon Israel, whomyou likened to a
firstborn.

13 Have compassion upon the city of your
sanctuary,

Jerusalem, the place of your rest.
14Fill Zion. Exalt your oracles

and fill your people with your glory.
15 Give testimony to those who were your

creatures in the beginning,
and fulfill the prophecies that have
been spoken in your name.

16Reward those whowait for you,
and men will put their trust in your
prophets.

17 Listen, O Lord, to the prayer of your ser-
vants,

according to the blessing of Aaron con-
cerning your people;

and all those who are on the earth will
know

that you are the Lord, the§ eternal God.

18The belly will eat any food,

but one food is better than another.
19Themouth tastesmeats taken in hunting,

so does an understanding heart detect
false speech.

20A contrary heart will cause heaviness.
Aman of experiencewill pay himback.

21Awomanwill receive anyman,
but one daughter is better than an-
other.

22 The beauty of a woman cheers the coun-
tenance.

Aman desires nothingmore.
23 If kindness and humility are on her

tongue,
her husband is not like other sons of
men.

24 He who gets a wife gets his richest trea-
sure,

a help meet for him and a pillar of
support.

25Where no hedge is, the property will be
plundered.

He who has no wife will mourn as he
wanders.

26Forwhowould trust animble robberwho
skips from city to city?

Even so, who would trust a man who
has no nest, and lodges wherever he
finds himself at nightfall?

37
1 Every friend will say, “I also am his

friend”;
but there is a friend which is only a
friend in name.

2 Isn’t there a grief in it even to death
whenacompanionand friend is turned
into an enemy?

3 O wicked imagination, why were you
formed

to cover the dry land with deceit?
4 There is a companion who rejoices in the

gladness of a friend,
but in time of affliction will be against
him.

5 There is a companion who for the belly’s
sake labors with his friend,

yet in the face of battle will carry his
buckler.

6Don’t forget a friend in your soul.
Don’t be unmindful of him in your
riches.

7Every counselor extols counsel,
but some give counsel in their own in-
terest.

8Let your soul beware of a counselor,
* 36:2 The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities. † 36:6 The remainder of this verse is omitted
by the best authorities. ‡ 36:11 The ancient authorities read I took them for my inheritance: but the Greek text is

here very confused. § 36:17 Gr. God of the ages.
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and know in advance what is his inter-
est

(for he will take counsel for himself),
lest he cast the lot against you,
9and say to you, “Your way is good.”
Then he will stand near you, to see
what will happen to you.

10 Don’t take counsel with one who looks
askance at you.

Hide your counsel from those who are
jealous of you.

11 Don’t consult with a woman about her
rival,

with a coward about war,
with amerchant about business,
with a buyer about selling,
with an envious man about thankful-
ness,

with an unmerciful man about kindli-
ness,

witha sluggardabout anykindofwork,
with a hireling in your house about
finishing his work,

or with an idle servant about much
business.

Pay no attention to these in any matter
of counsel.

12 But rather be continually with a godly
man,

whom you know to be a keeper of the
commandments,

who in his soul is as your own soul,
and who will grieve with you, if you
fail.

13Make the counsel of your heart stand,
for there is no one more faithful to you
than it.

14For a man’s soul is sometimes inclined to
inform him

better than sevenwatchmenwho sit on
high on a watch-tower.

15Above all this ask theMost High
that hemay direct your way in truth.

16 Let reason be the beginning of every
work.

Let counsel go before every action.
17As a token of the changing of the heart,

18 four kinds of things rise up:
good and evil, life and death.
Thatwhichrulesover themcontinually
is the tongue.

19There is onewho is cleverand the instruc-
tor of many,

and yet is unprofitable to his own soul.
20 There is one who is subtle in words, and

is hated.
He will be destitute of all food.

21 For grace was not given to him from the
Lord,

because he is deprived of all wisdom.
22There is one who is wise to his own soul;

and the fruits of his understanding are
trustworthy in themouth.

23Awise manwill instruct his own people.
The fruits of his understanding are
trustworthy.

24Awise manwill be filled with blessing.
All those who see him will call him
happy.

25The life of a man is counted by days.
The days of Israel are innumerable.

26 The wise man will inherit confidence
among his people.

His namewill live forever.

27My son, test your soul in your life.
See what is evil for it, and don’t give in
to it.

28 For not all things are profitable for all
men.

Not every soul has pleasure in every-
thing.

29Don’t be insatiable in any luxury.
Don’t be greedy in the things that you
eat.

30For overeating brings disease,
and gluttony causes nausea.

31Because of gluttony,many have perished,
but hewho takes heed shall prolong his
life.

38
1Honor a physician according to your need

with the honors due to him,
for truly the Lord has created him.

2For healing comes from theMost High,
andheshall receiveagift fromtheking.

3 The skill of the physician will lift up his
head.

He will be admired in the sight of great
men.

4 The Lord created medicines out of the
earth.

A prudent manwill not despise them.
5Wasn’t water made sweet with wood,

that its powermight be known?
6He gavemen skill

that he might be glorified in his mar-
velous works.

7With them he heals
and takes away pain.

8With these, the pharmacist makes a mix-
ture.

God’s works won’t be brought to an
end.

From him, peace is upon the face of the
earth.

9 My son, in your sickness don’t be negli-
gent,

but pray to the Lord, and he will heal
you.
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10 Put away wrong doing, and direct your
hands in righteousness.

Cleanse your heart from all sin.
11Give a sweet savor and amemorial of fine

flour,
and pour oil on your offering, accord-
ing to yourmeans.

12Then give place to the physician, for truly
the Lord has created him.

Don’t let him leave you, for you need
him.

13 There is a time when in recovery is in
their hands.

14For they also shall ask the Lord
to prosper them in diagnosis and in
healing for themaintenance of life.

15Hewho sins before his Maker,
let him fall into the hands of the physi-
cian.

16My son, let your tears fall over the dead,
and as one who suffers grievously, be-
gin lamentation.

Wind up his body with due honor.
Don’t neglect his burial.

17Make bitter weeping and make passion-
ate wailing.

Let your mourning be according to his
merit,

for one day or two, lest you be spoken
evil of;

and so be comforted for your sorrow.
18For from sorrow comes death.

Sorrow of heart saps one’s strength.
19 In calamity, sorrow also remains.

A poor man’s life is grievous to the
heart.

20Don’t give your heart to sorrow.
Put it away, remembering the end.

21 Don’t forget it, for there is no returning
again.

You do him no good, and you would
harm yourself.

22Remember his end, for so also will yours
be:

yesterday for me, and today for you.
23When the dead is at rest, let his remem-

brance rest.
Be comforted for him when his spirit
departs from him.

24 The wisdom of the scribe comes by the
opportunity of leisure.

He who has little business can become
wise.

25Howcould he becomewisewhoholds the
plow,

who glories in the shaft of the goad,
who drives oxen and is occupied in
their labors,

and whomostly talks about bulls?

26 He will set his heart upon turning his
furrows.

His lack of sleep is to give his heifers
their fodder.

27 So is every craftsman andmaster artisan
who passes his time by night as by day,
those who cut engravings of signets.

His diligence is to make great variety.
He sets his heart to preserve likeness in
his portraiture,

and is careful to finish his work.
28 So too is the smith sitting by the anvil

and considering the unwrought iron.
The smoke of the fire will waste his flesh.

He toils in the heat of the furnace.
The noise of the hammer deafens his ear.

His eyes are upon the pattern of the
object.

He will set his heart upon perfecting his
works.

He will be careful to adorn them per-
fectly.

29 So is the potter sitting at his work
and turning the wheel around with his
feet,

who is alwaysanxiously set at hiswork.
He produces his handiwork in quan-
tity.

30Hewill fashion the clay with his arm
andwill bend its strength in front of his
feet.

He will apply his heart to finish the glazing.
He will be careful to clean the kiln.

31All these put their trust in their hands.
Each becomes skillful in his ownwork.

32Without theseno citywouldbe inhabited.
Men wouldn’t reside as foreigners or
walk up and down there.

33Theywon’t be sought for in the council of
the people.

Theywon’tmountonhigh in theassem-
bly.

They won’t sit on the seat of the judge.
Theywon’t understand the covenant of
judgment.

Neither will they declare instruction
and judgment.

They won’t be found where parables
are.

34 But they will maintain the fabric of the
age.

Their prayer is in the handiwork of
their craft.

39
1Not so he who has applied his soul

and meditates in the law of the Most
High.

He will seek out the wisdom of all the an-
cients
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andwill be occupied with prophecies.
2 He will keep the sayings of the men of

renown
and will enter in amidst the subtleties
of parables.

3 He will seek out the hidden meaning of
proverbs

and be conversant in the dark sayings
of parables.

4Hewill serve among great men
and appear before himwho rules.

He will travel through the land of foreign
nations,

for hehas learnedwhat is goodandevil
amongmen.

5He will apply his heart to return early to
the Lord whomade him,

and will make supplication before the
Most High,

and will open his mouth in prayer,
and will ask for pardon for his sins.

6 If the great Lord wills,
hewill befilledwith the spirit of under-
standing;

he will pour forth the words of his wis-
dom

and in prayer give thanks to the Lord.
7Hewill direct his counsel and knowledge,

and he will meditate in his secrets.
8Hewill show the instruction which he has

been taught
and will glory in the law of the
covenant of the Lord.

9Manywill commend his understanding.
So long as the world endures, it won’t
be blotted out.

His memory won’t depart.
His name will live from generation to
generation.

10Nations will declare his wisdom.
The congregation will proclaim his
praise.

11 If he continues, he will leave a greater
name than a thousand.

If he finally rests, it is enough for him.

12Yetmore Iwill utter,which I have thought
about.

I am filled like the full moon.
13Listen to me, you holy children,

and bud forth like a rose growing by a
brook of water.

14Give a sweet fragrance like frankincense.
Put forth flowers like a lily.
Scatter a sweet smell and sing a song of
praise.

Bless the Lord for all his works!
15Magnify his name

and give utterance to his praise
with the songs on your lips and with
harps!

Say this when you utter his praise:

16All the works of the Lord are exceedingly
good,

and every command will be done in its
time.

17 No one can say, “What is this?” “Why is
that?”

for at the proper time they will all be
sought out.

At his word, the waters stood as a heap,
as did the reservoirs of water at the
word of his mouth.

18 At his command all his good pleasure is
fulfilled.

There is no one who can hinder his
salvation.

19The works of all flesh are before him.
It’s impossible to be hidden from his
eyes.

20He sees from everlasting to everlasting.
There isnothing toowonderful forhim.

21 No one can say, “What is this?” “Why is
that?”

for all things are created for their own
uses.

22 His blessing covered the dry land as a
river

and saturated it as a flood.
23As he has made the waters salty,

so the heathen will inherit his wrath.
24His ways are plain to the holy.

They are stumbling blocks to the
wicked.

25 Good things are created from the begin-
ning for the good.

So are evil things for sinners.
26 The main things necessary for the life of

man
are water, fire, iron, salt,
wheat flour, and honey, milk,
the blood of the grape, oil, and clothing.

27All these things are for good to the godly,
but for sinners, theywill be turned into
evils.

28 There are winds that are created for
vengeance,

and in their fury they lay on their
scourges heavily.

In the timeof reckoning, theypour out their
strength,

andwill appease the wrath of himwho
made them.

29Fire, hail, famine, and death—
all these are created for vengeance—
30wild beasts’ teeth, scorpions, adders,
and a sword punishing the ungodly to
destruction.

31They will rejoice in his commandment,
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and will be made ready upon earth
when needed.

In their seasons, theywon’t disobey his
command.

32 Therefore from the beginning I was con-
vinced,

and I thought it through and left it in
writing:

33All the works of the Lord are good.
He will supply every need in its time.

34No one can say, “This is worse than that,”
for they will all be well approved in
their time.

35Nowwith all your hearts and voices, sing
praises

and bless the Lord’s name!

40
1Great travail is created for everyman.

A heavy yoke is upon the sons of Adam,
from thedayof their coming forth from
their mother’s womb,

until the day for their burial in the
mother of all things.

2The expectation of things to come, and the
day of death,

trouble their thoughts, and cause fear
in their hearts.

3From himwho sits on a throne of glory,
even to him who is humbled in earth
and ashes,

4 from himwhowears purple and a crown,
even to himwho is clothed in burlap,

5 there is wrath, jealousy, trouble, unrest,
fear of death, anger, and strife.

In the time of rest upon his bed,
his night sleep changes his knowledge.

6He gets little or no rest,
and afterward in his sleep, as in a day
of keeping watch,

he is troubled in the vision of his heart,
as one who has escaped from the front
of battle.

7 In the very time of his deliverance, he
awakens,

andmarvels that the fear is nothing.

8To all creatures, human and animal,
and upon sinners sevenfold more,
9 come death, bloodshed, strife, sword,
calamities, famine, suffering, and
plague.

10 All these things were created for the
wicked,

and because of them the flood came.
11All things that are of the earth turn to the

earth again.
All things that are of the waters return
into the sea.

12 All bribery and injustice will be blotted
out.

Good faith will stand forever.
13 The goods of the unjust will be dried up

like a river,
and like a great thunder in rain will go
off in noise.

14 In opening his hands, amanwill bemade
glad;

so lawbreakers will utterly fail.
15 The children of the ungodly won’t grow

many branches,
and are as unhealthy roots on a sheer
rock.

16The reeds by every water or river bank
will be plucked up before all grass.

17Kindness is like a garden of blessings.
Almsgiving endures forever.

18 The life of one who labors and is content
will be made sweet.

He who finds a treasure is better than
both.

19 Children and the building of a city estab-
lish a name.

A blameless wife is better than both.
20Wine andmusic rejoice the heart.

The love of wisdom is better than both.
21 The pipe and the lute make pleasant

melody.
A pleasant tongue is better than both.

22Your eye desires grace and beauty,
but the green shoots of grainmore than
both.

23A friend and a companion is always wel-
come,

and a wife with her husband is better
than both.

24 Relatives and helpers are for a time of
affliction,

but almsgiving rescues better than
both.

25 Gold and silver will make the foot stand
sure,

and counsel is esteemed better than
both.

26Riches and strength will lift up the heart.
The fear of the Lord is better than both.

There is nothing lacking in the fear of the
Lord.

In it, there is no need to seek help.
27 The fear of the Lord is like a garden of

blessing
and covers a manmore than any glory.

28My son, don’t lead a beggar’s life.
It is better to die than to beg.

29Amanwho looks to the table of another,
his life is not to be considered a life.

He will pollute his soul with another per-
son’s food,



Sirach 40:30 838 Sirach 42:3

but a wise and well-instructed person
will beware of that.

30Begging will be sweet in themouth of the
shameless,

but it kindles a fire in his belly.

41
1O death, how bitter is the memory of you

to a man who is at peace in his pos-
sessions,

to the man who has nothing to distract
him and has prosperity in all things,

andwhostill has strength toenjoy food!
2 O death, your sentence is acceptable to a

man who is needy and who fails in
strength,

who is in extreme old age, is distracted
about all things,

is perverse, and has lost patience!
3Don’t be afraid of the sentence of death.

Remember those who have been be-
fore you andwho come after.

This is the sentence from the Lord over all
flesh.

4And why do you refuse when it is the
good pleasure of the Most High?

Whether life lasts ten, or a hundred, or a
thousand years,

there is no inquiry about life inHades.*

5 The children of sinners are abominable
children

and they frequent the dwellings of the
ungodly.

6 The inheritance of sinners’ children will
perish

and with their posterity will be a per-
petual disgrace.

7 Children will complain of an ungodly fa-
ther,

because they suffer disgrace because of
him.

8Woe to you, ungodly men,
who have forsaken the law of the Most
High God!†

9 If you are born, youwill be born to a curse.
If you die, a curse will be your portion.

10All things that areof theearthwill goback
to the earth;

so the ungodly will go from a curse to
perdition.

11 The mourning of men is about their bod-
ies;

but the evil name of sinners will be
blotted out.

12Have regard for your name,
for it continues with you longer than a
thousand great treasures of gold.

13A good life has its number of days,
but a good name continues forever.

14My children, follow instruction in peace.
But wisdom that is hidden and a trea-
sure that is not seen,

what benefit is in them both?
15Better is a manwho hides his foolishness

than amanwho hides his wisdom.
16Therefore show respect for mywords;

for it is not good to retain every kind of
shame.

Not everything is approved by all in
good faith.

17 Be ashamed of sexual immorality before
father andmother,

of a lie before a prince and a mighty
man,

18 of an offense before a judge and
ruler,

of iniquity before the congregation and
the people,

of unjust dealing before a partner and
friend,

19 and of theft in the place where you
sojourn.

Be ashamed in regard of the truth of God
and his covenant,

of leaning on your elbow at dinner,
of contemptuous behavior in the mat-
ter of giving and taking,

20of silencebefore thosewhogreet you,
of looking at a woman who is a prosti-
tute,

21 of turning away your face from a
kinsman,

of taking away a portion or a gift,
of gazing at a woman who has a hus-
band,

22ofmeddlingwithhismaid—anddon’t
come near her bed,

of abusive speech to friends—and after
you have given, don’t insult,

23 of repeating and speaking what you
have heard,

and of revealing of secrets.
24So youwill be ashamed of the right things

andfind favor in the sightof everyman.

42
1Don’t be ashamed of these things,

and don’t sin to save face:
2 of the law of the Most High and his
covenant,

of judgment to do justice to the un-
godly,

3 of reckoning with a partner and with
travellers,

* 41:4 or, the place of the dead or, Sheol † 41:8 The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities.
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of a gift from the inheritance of friends,
4of exactness of scales and weights,
of getting much or little,
5ofbargainingdealingwithmerchants,
of frequent correction of children,
and of making the back of an evil slave
to bleed.

6A seal is good where an evil wife is.
Where there are many hands, lock
things up.

7Whatever you hand over, let it be by num-
ber and weight.

In giving and receiving, let all be in
writing.

8 Don’t be ashamed to instruct the unwise
and foolish,

and one of extreme old age who con-
tends with those who are young.

So you will be well instructed indeed
and approved in the sight of every liv-
ing man.

9 A daughter is a secret cause of wakeful-
ness to a father.

Care for her takes away sleep—
in her youth, lest she pass the flower of
her age;

when she ismarried, lest she should be
hated;

10 in her virginity, lest she should be de-
filed and bewith child in her father’s
house;

when she has a husband, lest she
should transgress;

and when she is married, lest she
should be barren.

11 Keep a strict watch over a headstrong
daughter,

lest she make you a laughingstock to
your enemies,

a byword in the city and notorious
among the people,

and shame you in public.

12Don’t gaze at every beautiful body.
Don’t sit in themidst of women.

13For from garments comes amoth,
and from a woman comes a woman’s
wickedness.

14 Better is the wickedness of a man than a
pleasant woman,

a woman who puts you to shame and
disgrace.

15 I will make mention now of the works of
the Lord,

and will declare the things that I have
seen.

The Lord’s works are in his words.
16The sun that gives light looks at all things.

The Lord’s work is full of his glory.

17 The Lord has not given power to the
saints to declare all his marvelous
works,

which theAlmightyLordfirmly settled,
that the universe might be established
in his glory.

18He searches out the deep and the heart.
He has understanding of their secrets.

For theMost High knows all knowledge.
He sees the signs of the world.

19He declares the things that are past and
the things that shall be,

and reveals the traces of hidden things.
20No thought escapes him.

There is not a word hidden from him.
21 He has ordered the mighty works of his

wisdom.
He is from everlasting to everlasting.

Nothinghasbeenadded to them,nordimin-
ished from them.

He had no need of any counselor.
22How desirable are all his works!

Onemay see this even in a spark.
23 All these things live and remain forever

in all manner of uses.
They are all obedient.

24 All things are in pairs, one opposite the
other.

He has made nothing imperfect.
25 One thing establishes the good things of

another.
Who could ever see enough of his
glory?

43
1 The pride of the heavenly heights is the

clear sky,
the appearance of heaven, in the spec-
tacle of its glory.

2The sun, when it appears, bringing tidings
as it rises,

is a marvelous instrument, the work of
the Most High.

3At noon, it dries up the land.
Who can stand against its burning
heat?

4 A man tending a furnace is in burning
heat,

but the sun three times more, burning
up themountains,

breathing out fiery vapors,
and sending out bright beams, it blinds
the eyes.

5Great is the Lord whomade it.
At his word, he hastens on its course.

6Themoonmarks the changing seasons,
declares times, and is a sign for the
world.

7From themoon is the sign of feast days,
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a light thatwaneswhen it completes its
course.

8Themonth is called after its name,
increasing wonderfully in its chang-
ing—

an instrument of the army on high,
shining in the structure of heaven,
9 the beauty of heaven, the glory of the
stars,

an ornament giving light in the highest
places of the Lord.

10 At the word of the Holy One, they will
stand in due order.

They won’t faint in their watches.
11Look at the rainbow, and praise himwho

made it.
It is exceedingly beautiful in its bright-
ness.

12 It encircles the skywith its glorious circle.
The hands of the Most High have
stretched it out.

13Byhis commandment, hemakes the snow
fall

and swiftly sends the lightnings of his
judgment.

14Therefore the storehouses are opened,
and clouds fly out like birds.

15By hismighty power, hemakes the clouds
strong

and thehailstones arebroken inpieces.
16 At his appearing, the mountains will be

shaken.
At his will, the south wind will blow.

17 The voice of his thunder rebukes the
earth.

So does the northern storm and the
whirlwind.

Like birds flying down, he sprinkles the
snow.

It falls down like the lighting of locusts.
18 The eye is dazzled at the beauty of its

whiteness.
The heart is amazed as it falls.

19He also pours out frost on the earth like
salt.

When it is freezes, it has points like
thorns.

20The cold north wind blows
and ice freezes on the water.

It settles on every pool of water.
Thewater puts it on like itwas a breast-
plate.

21 It will devour themountains, burn up the
wilderness,

and consume the green grass like fire.
22Amist coming speedily heals all things.

A dew coming after heat brings cheer-
fulness.

23By his counsel, he has calmed the deep

and planted islands in it.
24 Those who sail on the sea tell of its dan-

gers.
We marvel when we hear it with our
ears.

25 There are also those strange and won-
drous works in it—

variety of all that has life and the huge
creatures of the sea.

26Because of him, his messengers succeed.
By his word, all things hold together.

27Wemay saymany things, but couldn’t say
enough.

The summary of our words is, “He is
everything!”

28 How could we have strength to glorify
him?

For he is himself the greater than all his
works.

29 The Lord is awesome and exceedingly
great!

His power is marvelous!
30Glorify the Lord and exalt himasmuch as

you can!
For even yet, he will surpass that.

When you exalt him, summon your full
strength.

Don’t be weary, because you can’t
praise him enough.

31Who has seen him, that he may describe
him?

Who canmagnify him as he is?
32 Many things greater than these are hid-

den,
forwehave seen just a fewofhisworks.

33For the Lordmade all things.
He gave wisdom to the godly.

44
1Let us now praise famousmen,

our ancestors in their generations.
2The Lord created great glory in them—

his mighty power from the beginning.
3 Some ruled in their kingdoms

and were men renowned for their
power,

giving counsel by their understanding.
Some have spoken in prophecies,

4 leaders of the people by their coun-
sels,

and by their understanding, giving in-
struction for the people.

Their words in their instruction were
wise.

5 Some composedmusical tunes,
and set forth verses in writing,
6 richmen endowedwith ability,
living peaceably in their homes.

7 All these were honored in their genera-
tions,
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andwere outstanding in their days.
8 Some of them have left a name behind

them,
so that others declare their praises.

9But of others, there is nomemory.
They perished as though they had not
been.

They become as though they had not
been born,

they and their children after them.
10But these weremen of mercy,

whose righteous deeds have not been
forgotten.

11 A good inheritance remains with their
offspring.

Their children arewithin the covenant.
12Their offspring stand fast,

with their children, for their sakes.
13Their offspring will remain forever.

Their glory won’t be blotted out.
14Their bodies were buried in peace.

Their name lives to all generations.
15People will declare their wisdom.

The congregation proclaims their
praise.

16 Enoch pleased the Lord, and was taken
up,

an example of repentance to all gener-
ations.

17Noahwas found perfect and righteous.
In the season of wrath, he kept the race
alive.

Therefore a remnant was left on the earth
when the flood came.

18 Everlasting covenants were made with
him,

that all flesh should nomore be blotted
out by a flood.

19 Abraham was a great father of a multi-
tude of nations.

Therewasnone found likehim in glory,
20who kept the law of theMost High,
and was taken into covenant with him.

In his flesh he established the covenant.
When he was tested, he was found
faithful.

21Therefore he assured him by an oath
that the nations would be blessed
through his offspring,

that he would multiply him like the
dust of the earth,

exalt his offspring like the stars,
and cause them to inherit from sea to
sea,

and from the Euphrates River to the
utmost parts of the earth.

22 In Isaac also, he established the same
assurance for Abraham his father’s
sake,

the blessing of all men, and the
covenant.

23Hemade it rest upon the head of Jacob.
He acknowledged him in his blessings,
gave to him by inheritance,
and divided his portions.
He distributed them among twelve
tribes.

45
1He brought out of him aman of mercy,

who found favor in the sight of all peo-
ple,

a man loved by God and men, even
Moses,

whosememory is blessed.
2 He made him equal to the glory of the

saints,
and magnified him in the fears of his
enemies.

3 By his words he caused the wonders to
cease.

God glorified him in the sight of kings.
He gave him commandments for his people

and showed him part of his glory.
4 He sanctified him in his faithfulness and

meekness.
He chose him out of all people.

5Hemade him to hear his voice,
led him into the thick darkness,
and gave him commandments face to
face,

even the law of life and knowledge,
that hemight teach Jacob the covenant,
and Israel his judgments.

6He exalted Aaron, a holy man like Moses,
even his brother, of the tribe of Levi.

7 He established an everlasting covenant
with him,

and gavehim thepriesthoodof the peo-
ple.

He blessed himwith stateliness,
and dressed him in a glorious robe.

8He clothed him in perfect splendor,
and strengthened him with symbols of
authority:

the linen trousers, the long robe, and
the ephod.

9He encircled himwith pomegranates;
withmany golden bells around him,
to make a sound as he went,
tomake a sound thatmight be heard in
the temple,

for a reminder for the children of his
people;

10with a holy garment, with gold, blue,
and purple, the work of the embroi-
derer;
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with an oracle of judgment—Urim and
Thummim;

11with twisted scarlet, the work of the
craftsman;

with precious stones engraved like a
signet, in a setting of gold, the work
of the jeweller,

for a reminder engraved in writing, af-
ter the number of the tribes of Israel;

12with a crown of gold upon the mitre,
having engraved on it, as on a signet,
“HOLINESS”,

an ornament of honor, the work of an
expert,

the desires of the eyes, goodly and
beautiful.

13 Before him there never have been any-
thing like it.

No stranger put them on, but only his
sons and his offspring perpetually.

14His sacrifices shall be wholly burned,
twice every day continually.

15Moses consecrated him,
and anointed himwith holy oil.

It was an everlasting covenant with him
and to his offspring, all the days of
heaven,

to minister to the Lord, to serve as a
priest,

and to bless his people in his name.
16He chose him out of all living

to offer sacrifice to the Lord—
incense, and a sweet fragrance, for a
memorial,

to make atonement for your people.
17He gave to him in his commandments,

authority in the covenants of judg-
ments,

to teach Jacob the testimonies,
and to enlighten Israel in his law.

18 Strangers conspired against him
and envied him in the wilderness:
Dathan and Abiram with their com-
pany,

and the congregation of Korah, with
wrath and anger.

19The Lord saw it, and it displeased him.
In the wrath of his anger, they were
destroyed.

He did wonders upon them,
to consume themwith flaming fire.

20He added glory to Aaron,
and gave him a heritage.

He divided to him the first fruits of the
increase,

and prepared bread of first fruits in
abundance.

21For they eat the sacrifices of the Lord,
which he gave to him and to his off-
spring.

22However, in the land of the people, he has
no inheritance,

and he has no portion among the peo-
ple,

for theLordhimself is yourportionand
inheritance.

23Phinehas the son of Eleazar is the third in
glory,

in that he was zealous in the fear of the
Lord,

and stood fast when the people turned
away,

and hemade atonement for Israel.
24Therefore, a covenant of peacewas estab-

lished for him,
that he should be leader of the sanctu-
ary and of his people,

that he and his offspring should have
the dignity of the priesthood forever.

25Also he made a covenant with David the
son of Jesse, of the tribe of Judah.

The inheritance of the king is his alone
from son to son.

So the inheritanceofAaron is also tohis
seed.

26May God give you wisdom in your heart
to judge his people in righteousness,
that their good things may not be abol-
ished,

and that their glory may endure for all
their generations.

46
1 Joshua the son of Nunwas valiant in war,

and was the successor of Moses in
prophecies.

He wasmade great according to his name
for the saving of* God’s elect,
to take vengeance on the enemies that
rose up against them,

that he might give Israel their inheri-
tance.

2How was he glorified in the lifting up his
hands,

and in stretching out his sword against
the cities!

3Who before him stood so firm?
For the Lord himself brought his ene-
mies to him.

4Didn’t the sun go back by his hand?
Didn’t one day become as two?

5He called upon the Most High, the Mighty
One,

when his foes pressed in all around
him,

and the great Lord heard him.
6With hailstones of mighty power,

* 46:1 Gr. his.
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he caused war to break violently upon
the nation,

and† on the slope he destroyed those
who resisted,

so that the nations might know his ar-
mor,

how he fought in the sight of the Lord;
for he followed theMighty One.

7Also in the time of Moses, he did a work of
mercy—

he and Caleb the son of Jephunneh—
in that they withstood the adversary,
hindered the people from sin,
and stilled their wicked complaining.

8 And of six hundred thousand people on
foot, they two alone were preserved

to bring them into their inheritance,
into a land flowing with milk and
honey.

9The Lord gave strength to Caleb,
and it remainedwithhim tohis old age,
so that he entered the hill country,
and his offspring obtained it for an in-
heritance,

10 that all the children of Israel might
see that it is good to follow the Lord.

11Also the judges, every one by his name,
all whose hearts didn’t engage in im-
morality,

and who didn’t turn away from the
Lord—

may their memory be blessed!
12 May their bones flourish again out of

their place.
May the name of those who have been
honored be renewed in their chil-
dren.

13Samuel, the prophet of the Lord, loved by
his Lord,

established a kingdom and anointed
princes over his people.

14 By the law of the Lord he judged the
congregation,

and the Lord watched over Jacob.
15By his faithfulness he was proved to be a

prophet.
By his words he was known to be faith-
ful in vision.

16 When his enemies pressed on him on
every side,

he called upon the Lord, the Mighty
One,

with the offering of the suckling lamb.
17Then the Lord thundered from heaven.

Hemade his voice heard with amighty
sound.

18 He utterly destroyed the rulers of the
Tyrians

and all the princes of the Philistines.
19Before the time of his age-long sleep,

he testified in the sight of the lord and
his anointed,

“I have not taken any man’s goods, so
much as a sandal;”

and no one accused him.
20Even after he fell asleep, he prophesied,

and showed the king his end,
and lifted uphis voice from the earth in
prophecy,

toblot out thewickednessof thepeople.

47
1After him, Nathan rose up

to prophesy in the days of David.
2As is the fat when it is separated from the

peace offering,
so was David separated from the chil-
dren of Israel.

3He played with lions as with kids,
and with bears as with lambs of the
flock.

4 In his youth didn’t he kill a giant,
and take away reproach from the peo-
ple

when he lifted up his hand with a sling
stone,

and beat down the boasting Goliath?
5For he called upon theMost High Lord,

and he gave him strength in his right
hand

to kill a manmighty in war,
to exalt the horn of his people.

6 So they glorified him for his tens of thou-
sands,

and praised him for the blessings of the
Lord,

in that a glorious diadem was given to
him.

7 For he destroyed the enemies on every
side,

and defeated the Philistines his adver-
saries.

He broke their horn in pieces to this
day.

8 In every work of his he gave thanks to the
Holy One Most High with words of
glory.

He sang praise with his whole heart,
and loved himwhomade him.

9He set singers before the altar,
to make sweet melody by their music.*

10He gave beauty to the feasts,
and set in order the seasons to comple-
tion

while they praised his holy name,
and the sanctuary resounded from
early morning.

† 46:6 See Joshua 10:11 * 47:9 The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best authorities.
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11The Lord took away his sins,
and exalted his horn forever.

He gave him a covenant of kings,
and a glorious throne in Israel.

12After him awise son rose up,
who because of him lived in security.

13 Solomon reigned in days of peace.
God gave him rest all around,
that he might set up a house for his
name,

and prepare a sanctuary forever.
14Howwise you weremade in your youth,

and filled as a river with understand-
ing!

15Your influence covered the earth,
and you filled it with parables and rid-
dles.

16 Your name reached to the far away is-
lands,

and you were loved for your peace.
17For your songs, proverbs, parables,

and interpretations, the countriesmar-
veled at you.

18By the name of the Lord God,
who is called the God of Israel,
you gathered gold like tin,
andmultiplied silver like lead.

19You bowed your loins to women,
and in your body you were brought
into subjection.

20You blemished your honor,
and defiled your offspring,
to bring wrath upon your children.
I was grieved for your folly,
21because the sovereigntywas divided,
and adisobedient kingdomruled out of
Ephraim.

22But the Lordwill never forsakehismercy.
He won’t destroy any of his works,
nor blot out the posterity of his elect.

He won’t take away the offspring him who
loved him.

He gave a remnant to Jacob,
and to David a root from his own fam-
ily.

23 So Solomon rested with his fathers.
Of his offspring, he left behind him Re-
hoboam,

the foolishness of the people, and one
who lacked understanding,

who made the people revolt by his
counsel.

Also Jeroboam the son of Nebat,
whomade Israel to sin,
and gave a way of sin to Ephraim.

24Their sins weremultiplied exceedingly,
until they were removed from their
land.

25For they sought out allmanner ofwicked-
ness,

until vengeance came upon them.

48
1Then Elijah arose, the prophet like fire.

His word burned like a torch.
2He brought a famine upon them,

and by his zealmade them few in num-
ber.

3 By the word of the Lord he shut up the
heavens.

He brought down fire three times.
4How you were glorified, O Elijah, in your

wondrous deeds!
Whose glory is like yours?

5You raised up a deadman from death,
from Hades, by the word of the Most
High.

6You brought down kings to destruction,
and honorable men from their
sickbeds.

7You heard rebuke in Sinai,
and judgments of vengeance in Horeb.

8You anointed kings for retribution,
and prophets to succeed after you.

9Youwere taken up in a tempest of fire,
in a chariot of fiery horses.

10 You were recorded for reproofs in their
seasons,

to pacify anger, before it broke out into
wrath,

to turn theheart of the father to the son,
and to restore the tribes of Jacob.

11Blessed are those who saw you,
and those who have been beautified
with love;

for we also shall surely live.

12Elijah was wrapped in a whirlwind.
Elisha was filled with his spirit.
In his days he was not moved by the
fear of any ruler,

and no one brought him into subjec-
tion.

13Nothing was too hard for him.
When he was buried, his body prophe-
sied.

14As in his life he did wonders,
so his works were also marvelous in
death.

15For all this the people didn’t repent.
They didn’t depart from their sins,
until they were carried away as a plun-
der from their land,

and were scattered through all the
earth.

The people were left very few in number,
but with a ruler from the house of
David.

16 Some of them did that which was right,
but somemultiplied sins.
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17Hezekiah fortified his city,
and brought water into its midst.

He tunneled through rock with iron,
and built cisterns for water.

18 In his days Sennacherib invaded,
and sent Rabshakeh, and departed.

He lifted up his hand against Zion,
and boasted great things in his arro-
gance.

19 Then their hearts and their hands were
shaken,

and they were in pain, as women in
labor.

20 But they called upon the Lord who is
merciful,

spreading out their hands to him.
The Holy One quickly heard them out of

Heaven,
and delivered them by the hand of Isa-
iah.

21He struck the camp of the Assyrians,
and his angel utterly destroyed them.

22ForHezekiahdid thatwhichwaspleasing
to the Lord,

andwas strong in thewaysof his ances-
tor David,

which Isaiah the prophet commanded,
who was great and faithful in his vi-
sion.

23 In his days the sun went backward.
He prolonged the life of the king.

24He saw by an excellent spirit what would
come to pass in the future;

and he comforted those who mourned
in Zion.

25He showed the things that would happen
through the end of time,

and the hidden things before they
came.

49
1 The memory of Josiah is like the composi-

tion of incense
prepared by the work of the perfumer.

It will be sweet as honey in everymouth,
and like music at a banquet of wine.

2He did what was right in the reforming of
the people,

and took away the abominations of in-
iquity.

3He set his heart right toward the Lord.
In lawless days, hemade godliness pre-
vail.

4Except David, Hezekiah, and Josiah,
all were wicked,
because they abandoned the law of the
Most High.

The kings of Judah came to an end.
5They gave their power to others,

and their glory to a foreign nation.
6 They set the chosen city of the sanctuary

on fire
andmade her streets desolate, as itwas
written by the hand of Jeremiah.

7For theymistreated him;
yet hewas sanctified in thewomb to be
a prophet,

to root out, to afflict, to destroy
and likewise to build and to plant.

8Ezekiel saw the vision of glory,
which God showed him on the chariot
of the cherubim.

9 For truly he remembered the enemies in
rainstorm,

and to do good to those who directed
their ways aright.

10Also of the twelve prophets,*
may their bones flourish again out of
their place.

He comforted the people of Jacob,
and delivered them by confident hope.

11How shall wemagnify Zerubbabel?
He was like a signet ring on the right
hand.

12 So was Jesus the son of Josedek,
who in their days built the house,
and exalted a† people holy to the Lord,
prepared for everlasting glory.

13Also of Nehemiah thememory is great.
He raised up for us fallen walls,
set up the gates and bars,
and rebuilt our houses.

14No man was created upon the earth like
Enoch,

for he was taken up from the earth.
15Nor was there aman born like Joseph,

a leader of his kindred, a supporter of
the people.

Even his bones were cared for.
16 Shem and Seth were honored among

men,
but above every living thing in the cre-
ation was Adam.

50
1 It was Simon, the son of Onias, the high

priest,
who in his life repaired the house,
and in his days strengthened the tem-
ple.

2 The foundation was built by him to the
height of the double walls,

* 49:10 The remainder of this line is omitted by the best authorities. † 49:12 Some ancient authorities read temple.
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the lofty retaining walls of the temple
enclosure.

3 In his days, a water cistern was dug,
thebrazenvessel like the sea in circum-
ference.

4He planned to save his people from ruin,
and fortified the city against siege.

5 How glorious he was when the people
gathered around him

as he came out of the house of the veil!
6 He was like the morning star among

clouds,
like the full moon,
7 like the sun shining on the temple of
the Most High,

like the rainbow shining in clouds of
glory,

8 like roses in the days of first fruits,
like lilies by a water spring,
like the shoot of the frankincense tree
in summer time,

9 like fire and incense in the censer,
like a vessel of beaten gold adorned
with all kinds of precious stones,

10 like an olive tree loaded with fruit,
and like a cypress growing high among
the clouds.

11When he put on his glorious robe,
and clothed himself in perfect splen-
dor,

ascending to the holy altar,
hemade the court of the sanctuary glo-
rious.

12When he received the portions out of the
priests’ hands,

as he stood by the hearth of the altar,
with his kindred like a garland around
him,

he was like a young cedar in Lebanon
surrounded by the trunks of palm
trees.

13All the sons of Aaron in their glory,
held the Lord’s offering in their hands
before all the congregation of Israel.

14Finishing the service at the altars,
that he might arrange the offering of
the Most High, the Almighty,

15 he stretched out his hand to the cup
of libation,

and poured out the cup of the grape.
He poured it out at the foot of the altar,

a sweet smelling fragrance to the Most
High, the King of all.

16Then the sons of Aaron shouted.
They sounded the trumpets of beaten
work.

Theymade a great fanfare to be heard,
for a reminder before theMost High.

17Then all the people together hurried,

and fell down to the ground on their
faces

to worship their Lord, the Almighty,
GodMost High.

18 The singers also praised him with their
voices.

Therewas a sweetmelody in thewhole
house.

19 And the people implored the Lord Most
High,

in prayer before himwho is merciful,
until the worship of the Lord was fin-
ished,

and so they accomplished his service.
20 Then he went down, and lifted up his

hands
over thewhole congregationof the chil-
dren of Israel,

to giveblessing to theLordwithhis lips,
and to glory in his name.

21 He bowed himself down in worship the
second time,

to declare the blessing from the Most
High.

22Now bless the God of all,
who everywhere does great things,
who exalts our days from the womb,
and deals with us according to his
mercy.

23May he grant us joyfulness of heart,
and that peace may be in our days in
Israel for the days of eternity,

24 to entrust his mercy with us,
and let him deliver us in his time!

25With two nations my soul is vexed,
and the third is no nation:
26 Those who sit on the mountain of*
Samaria, the Philistines,

and the foolish people who live in
Shechem.

27 I havewritten in this book the instruction
of understanding and knowledge,

I Jesus, the son of Sirach Eleazar, of
Jerusalem,

who out of his heart poured forth wis-
dom.

28 Blessed is he who will exercise these
things.

He who lays them up in his heart will
becomewise.

29For if hedoes them, hewill be strong in all
things,

for the light of the Lord is his guide.†

51
A Prayer of Jesus the son of Sirach.

* 50:26 According to some ancient versions, Seir. † 50:29 The remainder of this verse is omitted by the best
authorities.
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1 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, O King,
and will praise you, O Godmy Savior.

I give thanks to your name,
2 for you have been my protector and
helper,

and delivered my body out of destruc-
tion,

and out of the snare of a slanderous
tongue,

from lips that fabricate lies.
Youweremyhelper before thosewho stood

by,
3 and delivered me, according to the
abundance of your mercy and of
your name,

from the gnashings of teeth ready to
devour,

out of the hand of those seekingmy life,
out of themany afflictions I endured,
4 from the choking of a fire on every
side,

and out of themidst of fire that I hadn’t
kindled,

5out of the depth of the belly of Hades,
from an unclean tongue,
and from lying words—
6 the slander of an unrighteous tongue
to the king.

My soul drew near to death.
My life was near to Hades.

7They surroundedme on every side.
There was no one to helpme.

I was looking for human help,
and there was none.

8Then I remembered yourmercy, O Lord,
andyourworkingwhichhasbeen from
everlasting,

how you deliver those who wait for
you,

and save them out of the hand of their
enemies.

9 I lifted upmy prayer from the earth,
andprayed for deliverance fromdeath.

10 I called upon the Lord, the Father of my
Lord,

that he would not forsake me in the
days of affliction,

in the time when there was no help
against the proud.

11 I will praise your name continually.
I will sing praise with thanksgiving.
My prayer was heard.

12You savedme from destruction
and deliveredme from the evil time.

Therefore I will give thanks and praise to
you,

and bless the name of the Lord.

13When I was yet young,
before I went abroad,
I sought wisdom openly inmy prayer.

14Before the temple I asked for her.

I will seek her out even to the end.
15 From the first flower to the ripening

grapemy heart delighted in her.
My foot walked in uprightness.
Frommy youth I followed her steps.

16 I inclinedmyear a little, and receivedher,
and found formyselfmuch instruction.

17 I profited in her.
I will give glory to him who gives me
wisdom.

18For I determined to practice her.
I was zealous for that which is good.
I will never be put to shame.

19My soul has wrestled with her.
In my conduct I was exact.

I spread outmy hands to the heaven above,
and bewailedmy ignorances of her.

20 I directedmy soul to her.
In purity I found her.

I gotmyself a heart joinedwithher from the
beginning.

Therefore I won’t be forsaken.
21My belly also was troubled to seek her.

Therefore I have gained a good posses-
sion.

22 The Lord gave me a tongue for my re-
ward.

I will praise himwith it.
23Draw near to me, all you who are unedu-

cated,
and live in the house of instruction.

24Why therefore are youall lacking in these
things,

and your souls are very thirsty?
25 I openedmymouth and spoke,

“Get her for yourselves without
money.”

26Put your neck under the yoke,
and let your soul receive instruction.
She is near to find.

27 See with your eyes
how that I labored just a little
and found for myself much rest.

28Get instruction with a great sum of silver,
and gainmuch gold by her.

29May your soul rejoice in his mercy,
and may you all not be put to shame in
praising him.

30Work your work before the time comes,
and in his time he will give you your
reward.
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Baruch
The book of Baruch is recognized as

Deuterocanonical Scripture by the Roman
Catholic, Greek Orthodox, and Russian Or-
thodox Churches. In some Bibles, Baruch
chapter 6 is listed as a separate book called
The Letter of Jeremiah, reflecting its sepa-
ration from Baruch in some copies of the
Greek Septuagint.

1 These are the words of the book which
Baruch the son of Nerias, the son of
Maaseas, the son of Sedekias, the son
of Asadias, the son of Helkias, wrote in
Babylon, 2 in the fifth year, in the seventh
day of the month, at the time when the
Chaldeans took Jerusalem and burned it
with fire. 3 Baruch read the words of this
book in the hearing of Jechonias the son of
Joakim king of Judah, and in the hearing of
all the people who came to hear the book,
4 and in the hearing of the mighty men,
and of the kings’ sons, and in the hearing
of the elders, and in the hearing of all the
people, from the least to the greatest, even
of all those who lived at Babylon by the
river Sud. 5 Then they wept, fasted,* and
prayed before the Lord. 6 They also made
a collection of money according to every
man’s ability; 7and they sent it to Jerusalem
to Joakim the high priest, the son ofHelkias,
the son of Salom, and to the priests and to
all the people who were found with him
at Jerusalem, 8 at the same time when he
took the vessels of the house of the Lord,
that had been carried out of the temple,
to return them into the land of Judah, the
tenth day of Sivan—silver vessels which
Sedekias the son of Josias king of Judah
had made, 9 after Nabuchodonosor king of
Babylon had carried away Jechonias, the
princes, the captives, the mighty men, and
the people of the land from Jerusalem, and
brought them to Babylon.

10 And they said: Behold, we have sent
you money; therefore buy with the money
burnt offerings, sin offerings, and incense,
andprepare anoblation, andofferupon the
altar of the Lord our God; 11 and pray for
the life ofNabuchodonosorkingofBabylon,
and for the life of Baltasar his son, that their
days may be† as the days of heaven above
the earth. 12 The Lord will give us strength
and light to our eyes. Wewill live under the
shadow of Nabuchodonosor king of Baby-
lon and under the shadow of Baltasar his
son, and we shall serve them many days,
and find favor in their sight. 13 Pray for

us also to the Lord our God, for we have
sinnedagainst theLordourGod. To this day
thewrath of the Lord and his indignation is
not turned from us. 14 You shall read this
book which we have sent to you, to make
confession in the house of the Lord upon
the day of the feast and on the days of the
solemn assembly.

15 You shall say: To the Lord our God
belongs righteousness, but to us confusion
of face, as at this day—to the men of Judah,
to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 16 to our
kings, to our princes, to our priests, to our
prophets, and to our fathers, 17 because
we have sinned before the Lord. 18 We
have disobeyed him and have not listened
to the voice of the Lord our God, to walk
in the commandments of the Lord that he
has set before us. 19 Since the day that
the Lord brought our fathers out of the
land of Egypt to this present day, we have
been disobedient to the Lord our God, and
we have been negligent in not listening to
his voice. 20 Therefore the plagues have
clung to us, along with the curse which the
Lord declared through Moses his servant
in the day that he brought our fathers out
of the land of Egypt to give us a land that
flows with milk and honey, as at this day.
21Nevertheless we didn’t listen to the voice
of the Lord our God, according to all the
words of the prophets whom he sent to us,
22but we eachwalked in the imagination of
his ownwicked heart, to serve strange gods
and to dowhat is evil in the sight of the Lord
our God.

2
1 Therefore the Lord has made good his

wordwhich he pronounced against us, and
against our judges who judged Israel, and
against our kings, and against our princes,
and against themenof Israel and Judah, 2 to
bring upon us great plagues such as never
happenedbefore under thewhole heaven,*
as it came to pass in Jerusalem, according
to the things that are written in the law of
Moses, 3 that we should each eat the flesh
of our own son, and each eat the flesh of
our own daughter. 4Moreover he has given
them to be in subjection to all the kingdoms
that are around us, to be a reproach and a
desolation among all the people around us,
where the Lord has scattered them. 5 Thus
they were cast down and not exalted, be-
causewesinnedagainst theLordourGod in
not listening to his voice. 6 To the Lord our
God belongs righteousness, but to us and
to our fathers confusion of face, as at this
day. 7 All these plagues have come upon

* 1:5 Another reading is, and vowed vows. † 1:11 See Deuteronomy 11:21. * 2:2 Another reading is, even as
he has done.
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us which the Lord has pronounced against
us. 8 Yet have we not entreated the favor
of the Lord by everyone turning from the
thoughts of his wicked heart. 9 Therefore
the Lord has kept watch over the plagues.
The Lord has brought themupon us, for the
Lord is righteous in all his works which he
has commanded us. 10 Yet we have not lis-
tened to his voice, to walk in the command-
ments of the Lord that he has set before us.

11Andnow, OLord, youGod of Israelwho
have brought your people out of the land
of Egypt with a mighty hand, with signs,
withwonders, with great power, andwith a
high arm, and have gotten yourself a name,
as at this day: 12 O Lord our God, we have
sinned. We have been ungodly. We have
done wrong in all your ordinances. 13 Let
your wrath turn from us, for we are but a
few left among theheathenwhere youhave
scattered us. 14 Hear our prayer, O Lord,
and our petition, and deliver us for your
own sake. Give us favor in the sight of those
who have led us away captive, 15 that all
the earth may know that you are the Lord
our God, because Israel and his posterity
is called by your name. 16 O Lord, look
down from your holy house and consider
us. Incline your ear, O Lord, and hear.
17 Open your eyes, and see; for the dead
that are in Hades, whose breath is taken
from their bodies, will give to the Lord nei-
ther glory nor righteousness; 18but the soul
who is greatly vexed, who goes stooping
and feeble, and the eyes that fail, and the
hungry soul, will declare your glory and
righteousness, O Lord.

19For we do not present our supplication
before you, O Lord our God, for the righ-
teousness of our fathers and of our kings.
20 For you have sent your wrath and your
indignation uponus, as you have spoken by
your servants the prophets, saying, 21 “The
Lord says, ‘Bow your shoulders to serve the
king of Babylon, and remain in the land
that I gave to your fathers. 22 But if you
won’t hear the voice of the Lord to serve the
king of Babylon, 23 I will cause to cease out
of the cities of Judah and from the region
near Jerusalem the voice ofmirth, the voice
of gladness, voice of the bridegroom, and
the voice of the bride. The whole land will
be desolate without inhabitant.’ ” 24But we
wouldn’t listen to your voice, to serve the
king of Babylon. Therefore you have made
good your words that you spoke by your
servants the prophets, that the bones of our
kings and the bones of our fathers would
be taken out of their places. 25Behold, they
are cast out to the heat by day and to the

frost by night. They died in great miseries
by famine, by sword, and by† pestilence.
26 You have made the house that is called
by your name as it is today because of the
wickedness of the house of Israel and the
house of Judah.

27 Yet, O Lord our God, you have dealt
with us after all your kindness and accord-
ing to all your great mercy, 28 as you spoke
by your servant Moses in the daywhen you
commanded him to write your law in the
presence of the children of Israel, saying,
29 “If you won’t hear my voice, surely this
very great multitude will be turned into a
small number among the nations where I
will scatter them. 30 For I know that they
will not hear me, because they are a stiff-
necked people; but in the land of their cap-
tivity they will take it to heart, 31 and will
know that I am the Lord their God. I will
give them a heart and ears to hear. 32 Then
they will praise me in the land of their
captivity, and think about my name, 33 and
will return from their stiff neck and from
their wicked deeds; for theywill remember
the way of their fathers who sinned before
the Lord. 34 I will bring them again into the
land which I promised to their fathers, to
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, and they
will rule over it. I will increase them, and
they won’t be diminished. 35 And I will
make an everlasting covenant with them to
be their God, and they will be my people. I
will nomore removemypeople Israel out of
the land that I have given them.”

3
1O Lord Almighty, you God of Israel, the

soul in anguish and the troubled spirit cries
to you. 2Hear, O Lord, and have mercy; for
you are a merciful God. Yes, have mercy
upon us, because we have sinned before
you. 3 For you are enthroned forever, and
we keep perishing. 4O Lord Almighty, you
God of Israel, hear now the prayer of the
dead Israelites, and of the children of those
who were sinners before you, who didn’t
listen to the voice of you their God; because
of this, these plagues cling to us. 5 Don’t
remember the iniquities of our fathers, but
remember your power and your name at
this time. 6 For you are the Lord our God,
and we will praise you, O Lord. 7 For this
cause, you have put your fear in our hearts,
to the intent that we should call upon your
name. We will praise you in our captivity,
for we have called to mind all the iniq-
uity of our fathers who sinned before you.
8Behold, we are yet this day in our captivity
whereyouhave scatteredus, for a reproach

† 2:25 See Jeremiah 32:36.
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and a curse, and to be subject to penalty
according to all the iniquities of our fathers
who departed from the Lord our God.

9 Hear, O Israel, the commandments of
life! Give ear to understand wisdom!
10 How is it, O Israel, that you are in your
enemies’ land, that you have become old
in a strange country, that you are defiled
with the dead, 11 that you are counted with
those who are in Hades? 12 You have for-
saken the fountain of wisdom. 13 If you had
walked in the way of God, you would have
dwelled in peace forever. 14 Learn where
there is wisdom, where there is strength,
andwhere there is understanding, that you
may also know where there is length of
days and life, where there is the light of the
eyes and peace. 15Who has found out her
place? Who has come into her treasuries?
16 Where are the princes of the heathen,
and those who ruled the beasts that are on
the earth, 17 those who had their pastime
with the fowls of the air, and those who
hoardedup silver andgold, inwhichpeople
trust, and of their getting there is no end?
18 For those who diligently sought silver,
and were so anxious, and whose works are
past finding out, 19 they have vanished and
gone down to Hades, and others have come
up in their place.

20 Younger men have seen the light and
lived upon the earth, but they haven’t
known the way of knowledge, 21 nor un-
derstood its paths. Their children haven’t
embraced it. They are far off from their
way. 22 It has not been heard of in Canaan,
neither has it been seen in Teman. 23 The
sons also of Agar who seek understanding,
which are in the land, the merchants of
Merran and Teman, and the authors of fa-
bles, and the searchers out of understand-
ing—none of these have known the way of
wisdom or remembered her paths.

24O Israel, how great is the house of God!
How large is the place of his possession!
25 It is great and has no end. It is high and
unmeasurable. 26 Giants were born that
were famous of old, great of stature, and
expert in war. 27 God didn’t choose these,
nor did he give the way of knowledge to
them, 28 so they perished, because they had
no wisdom. They perished through their
own foolishness. 29Who has gone up into
heaven, taken her, and brought her down
from the clouds? 30Who has gone over the
sea, found her, andwill bring her for choice
gold? 31 There is no one who knows her
way, nor any who comprehend her path.
32 But he that knows all things knows her,
he found her out with his understanding.
He who prepared the earth for all time has
filled it with four-footed beasts. 33 It is he

who sends forth the light, and it goes. He
called it, and it obeyed himwith fear. 34The
stars shone in theirwatches, andwere glad.
When he called them, they said, “Here we
are.” They shone with gladness to himwho
made them. 35 This is our God. No other
can be compared to him. 36 He has found
out all theway of knowledge, and has given
it to Jacob his servant and to Israel who is
loved by him. 37 Afterward she appeared
upon earth, and lived withmen.

4
1This is thebookofGod’s commandments

and the law that endures forever. All those
who hold it fast will live, but those who
leave it will die. 2 Turn, O Jacob, and take
hold of it. Walk toward the shining of its
light. 3Don’t give your glory to another, nor
the things that are to your advantage to a
foreign nation. 4O Israel, we are happy; for
the things that arepleasing toGodaremade
known to us.

5Be of good cheer, my people, the memo-
rial of Israel. 6 You were not sold to the
nations for destruction, but because you
moved God to wrath, you were delivered
to your adversaries. 7 For you provoked
himwhomadeyouby sacrificing todemons
and not to God. 8 You forgot the everlast-
ing God who brought you up. You also
grieved Jerusalem, who nursed you. 9 For
she saw thewrath that cameuponyou from
God, and said, “Listen, you who dwell near
Zion; for God has brought upon me great
mourning. 10 For I have seen the captivity
of my sons and daughters, which the Ev-
erlasting has brought upon them. 11 For
with joy I nourished them, but sent them
awaywithweepingandmourning. 12Letno
man rejoice overme, awidowand forsaken
by many. For the sins of my children, I
am left desolate, because they turned away
from the law of God 13 and had no regard
for his statutes. They didn’t walk in the
ways of God’s commandments or tread in
the paths of discipline in his righteousness.
14 Let those who dwell near Zion come
and remember the captivity of my sons
and daughters, which the Everlasting has
brought upon them. 15 For he has brought
a nation upon them from afar, a shameless
nation with a strange language, who didn’t
respect old men or pity children. 16 They
have carried away the dear beloved sons
of the widow, and left her who was alone
desolate of her daughters.”

17 But I—how can I help you? 18 For he
whobrought these calamities uponyouwill
deliver you from the hand of your enemies.
19Goyourway, Omychildren. Go yourway,
for I am left desolate. 20 I have put off the
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garment of peace, and put on the sackcloth
of my petition. I will cry to the Everlasting
as long as I live.

21Take courage, my children. Cry to God,
and he will deliver you from the power
and hand of the enemies. 22 For I have
trusted in the Everlasting, that he will save
you; and joy has come to me from the Holy
One, because of the mercy that will soon
come to you from your Everlasting Savior.
23 For I sent you out with mourning and
weeping, but God will give you to me again
with joy and gladness forever. 24 For as
now those who dwell near Zion have seen
your captivity, so they will shortly see your
salvation from our God which will come
upon you with great glory and brightness
of the Everlasting. 25 My children, suffer
patiently thewrath that has comeupon you
from God, for your enemy has persecuted
you; but shortly youwill see his destruction
and will tread upon their necks. 26My deli-
cate ones have traveled rough roads. They
were taken away like a flock carried off by
enemies.

27 Take courage, my children, and cry to
God; for you will be remembered by him
who has brought this upon you. 28 For as it
was your decision to go astray fromGod, re-
turn and seek him ten timesmore. 29For he
whobrought these calamities uponyouwill
bring you everlasting joy again with your
salvation. 30Take courage, O Jerusalem, for
he who called you by name will comfort
you. 31 Miserable are those who afflicted
you and rejoiced at your fall. 32Miserable
are the cities which your children served.
Miserable is she who received your sons.
33 For as she rejoiced at your fall and was
glad of your ruin, so she will be grieved
at her own desolation. 34 And I will take
away her pride in her great multitude and
her boasting will be turned into mourning.
35 For fire will come upon her from the
Everlasting for many days; and she will be
inhabited by demons for a long time.

36 O Jerusalem, look around you toward
the east, and behold the joy that comes to
you from God. 37 Behold, your sons come,
whom you sent away. They come gathered
together from the east to the west at the
word of the Holy One, rejoicing in the glory
of God.

5
1 Take off the garment of your mourning

and affliction, O Jerusalem, and put on for-
ever the beauty of the glory fromGod. 2Put
on the robe of the righteousness from God.
Set on your head a diadem of the glory of
the Everlasting. 3 For God will show your
splendor everywhere under heaven. 4 For

your name will be called by God forever
“Righteous Peace, Godly Glory”.

5Arise, O Jerusalem, and stand upon the
height. Look around you toward the east
and seeyour childrengathered from thego-
ing down of the sun to its rising at the word
of the Holy One, rejoicing that God has re-
membered them. 6 For they went from you
on foot, being led away by their enemies,
but God brings them in to you carried on
highwith glory, on a royal throne. 7For God
has appointed that every high mountain
and the everlasting hills should be made
low, and the valleys filled up to make the
ground level, that Israel may go safely in
the glory of God. 8 Moreover the woods
and every sweet smelling tree have shaded
Israel by the commandment of God. 9 For
God will lead Israel with joy in the light of
his glory with themercy and righteousness
that come from him.

6
The Letter of Jeremy (Jeremiah)

1 A copy of a letter that Jeremy sent to
thosewhowere tobe led captives intoBaby-
lon by the king of the Babylonians, to give
them the message that God commanded
him.

2Because of the sinswhich youhave com-
mittedbeforeGod, youwill be ledawaycap-
tives to Babylon by Nabuchodonosor king
of the Babylonians. 3 So when you come to
Babylon, youwill remain theremanyyears,
and for a long season, even for seven gener-
ations. After that, Iwill bringyououtpeace-
fully from there. 4 But now you will see in
Babylon gods of silver, gold, wood carried
on shoulders, which cause the nations to
fear. 5Beware therefore that you in no way
become like these foreigners. Don’t let fear
take hold of you because of themwhen you
see the multitude before them and behind
them, worshiping them. 6 But say in your
hearts, “O Lord, we must worship you.”
7Formy angel iswith you, and Imyself care
for your souls. 8 For their tongue is pol-
ishedby theworkman, and they themselves
are overlaid with gold and with silver; yet
they are only fake, and can’t speak. 9 And
taking gold, as if it were for a virgin who
loves to be happy, they make crowns for
the heads of their gods. 10 Sometimes also
the priests take gold and silver from their
gods, and spend it on themselves. 11 They
will even give some of it to the common
prostitutes. They dress them like men with
garments, even the gods of silver, gods of
gold, and gods of wood. 12 Yet these gods
can’t save themselves from rust andmoths,
even though they are covered with purple
garments. 13They wipe their faces because
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of the dust of the temple, which is thick
upon them. 14 And he who can’t put to
death one who offends against him holds
a sceptre, as though he were judge of a
country. 15He has also a dagger in his right
hand, and an axe, but can’t deliver himself
from war and robbers. 16 By this they are
known not to be gods. Therefore don’t fear
them. 17 For like a vessel that a man uses
is worth nothing when it is broken, even
so it is with their gods. When they are
set up in the temples, their eyes are full of
dust through the feet of those who come
in. 18 As the courts are secured on every
side upon him who offends the king, as
being committed to suffer death, even so
the priests secure their temples with doors,
with locks, and bars, lest they be carried off
by robbers. 19 They light candles for them,
yes,more than for themselves, even though
they can’t see one. 20 They are like one of
the beams of the temple. Men say their
hearts are eaten out when things creeping
out of the earth devour both themand their
clothing. They don’t feel it 21 when their
faces are blackened through the smoke that
comes out of the temple. 22 Bats, swallows,
and birds land on their bodies and heads.
So do the cats. 23 By this you may know
that they are no gods. Therefore don’t fear
them. 24 Notwithstanding the gold with
which they are covered tomake thembeau-
tiful, unless someone wipes off the tarnish,
they won’t shine; for they didn’t even feel it
when they were molten. 25Things in which
there is no breath are bought at any cost.
26 Having no feet, they are carried upon
shoulders. By this, they declare to men that
they are worth nothing. 27Those who serve
them are also ashamed, for if they fall to
the ground at any time, they can’t rise up
again by themselves. If they are bowed
down, they can’t make themselves straight;
but the offerings are set before them, as
if they were dead men. 28 And the things
that are sacrificed to them, their priests sell
and spend. In like manner, their wives also
lay up part of it in salt; but to the poor
and to the impotent they give none of it.
29 The menstruous woman and the woman
in childbed touch their sacrifices, knowing
therefore by these things that they are no
gods. Don’t fear them. 30 For how can they
be called gods? Because women set food
before the gods of silver, gold, and wood.
31 And in their temples the priests sit on
seats, having their clothes torn and their
heads and beards shaven, and nothing on
their heads. 32 They roar and cry before
their gods, as men do at the feast when
one is dead. 33 The priests also take off
garments from them and clothe their wives

andchildrenwith them. 34Whether it is evil
or goodwhat one does to them, they are not
able to repay it. They can’t set up a king
or put him down. 35 In like manner, they
can neither give riches nor money. Though
a man make a vow to them and doesn’t
keep it, they will never exact it. 36They can
save noman from death. They can’t deliver
the weak from the mighty. 37 They can’t
restore a blind man to his sight, or deliver
anyonewho is in distress. 38They can show
no mercy to the widow, or do good to the
fatherless. 39 They are like the stones that
are cut out of the mountain, these gods of
wood that are overlaid with gold and with
silver. Those who minister to them will be
confounded.

40How could aman then think or say that
they are gods, when even the Chaldeans
themselves dishonor them? 41 If they shall
see one mute who can’t speak, they bring
him and ask him to call upon Bel, as though
hewereable tounderstand. 42Yet they can’t
perceive this themselves, and forsake them;
for they have no understanding. 43 The
women also with cords around them sit in
the ways, burning bran for incense; but
if any of them, drawn by someone who
passes by, lies with him, she reproaches
her fellow, that she was not thought as
worthy as herself and her cord wasn’t bro-
ken. 44 Whatever is done among them is
false. How could a man then think or say
that they are gods? 45 They are fashioned
by carpenters and goldsmiths. They can
be nothing else than what the workmen
make them to be. 46 And they themselves
who fashioned them can never continue
long. How then should the things that
are fashioned by them? 47 For they have
left lies and reproaches to those who come
after. 48 For when there comes any war
or plague upon them, the priests consult
with themselves, where they may be hid-
den with them. 49 How then can’t men
understand that they are no gods, which
can’t save themselves from war or from
plague? 50 For seeing they are only wood
and overlaid with gold and silver, it will be
known hereafter that they are false. 51 It
will bemanifest to all nationsandkings that
they are no gods, but the works of men’s
hands, and that there is no work of God in
them. 52Who then may not know that they
are not gods?

53 For they can’t set up a king in a land
or give rain to men. 54 They can’t judge
their own cause, or redress a wrong, being
unable; for they are like crows between
heaven and earth. 55 For even when fire
falls upon the house of gods of wood over-
laid with gold or with silver, their priests
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will flee away, and escape, but they them-
selves will be burned apart like beams.
56Moreover they can’t withstand any king
or enemies. How could a man then ad-
mit or think that they are gods? 57 Those
gods of wood overlaid with silver or with
gold aren’t able to escape from thieves or
robbers. 58 The gold, silver, and garments
withwhich they are clothed—thosewho are
strong will take from them, and go away
with them. They won’t be able to help
themselves. 59 Therefore it is better to be
a king who shows his manhood, or else a
vessel in a house profitable for whatever
the owner needs, than such false gods—or
even a door in a house, to keep the things
safe that are in it, than such false gods; or
better to be a pillar ofwood in a palace than
such false gods.

60 For sun, moon, and stars, being bright
and sent to do their jobs, are obedient.
61 Likewise also the lightning when it
flashes is beautiful to see. In the same
way, the wind also blows in every country.
62 And when God commands the clouds
to go over the whole world, they do as
they are told. 63 And the fire sent from
above to consume mountains and woods
does as it is commanded; but these are
to be compared to them neither in show
nor power. 64 Therefore a man shouldn’t
think or say that they are gods, seeing they
aren’t able to judge causes or to do good
to men. 65 Knowing therefore that they
are no gods, don’t fear them. 66 For they
can neither curse nor bless kings. 67 They
can’t show signs in the heavens among the
nations, or shine as the sun, or give light
as the moon. 68 The beasts are better than
they; for they can get under a covert, and
help themselves. 69 In no way then is it
manifest to us that they are gods. Therefore
don’t fear them. 70 For as a scarecrow in a
garden of cucumbers that keeps nothing, so
are their gods of wood overlaid with gold
and silver. 71 Likewise also their gods of
wood overlaid with gold and with silver,
are like a white thorn in an orchard that
every bird sits upon. They are also like a
dead body that is thrown out into the dark.
72 You will know them to be no gods by the
bright purple that rots upon them. They
themselves will be consumed afterwards,
and will be a reproach in the country.
73 Better therefore is the just man who has
no idols; for he will be far from reproach.
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The First Book of the
Maccabees

The First Book of the Maccabees is rec-
ognized as Deuterocanonical Scripture by
the Roman Catholic, Greek Orthodox, and
Russian Orthodox Churches.

1 After Alexander the Macedonian, the
son of Philip, who came out of the land
of Chittim, and struck Darius king of the
PersiansandMedes, it came topass, afterhe
had struck him, that he reigned in his place,
in former time, over* Greece. 2 He fought
manybattles,wonmany strongholds, killed
the kings of the earth, 3 went through to
the ends of the earth, and took spoils of a
multitude of nations. The earth was quiet
before him. He was exalted. His heart was
lifted up. 4He gathered together an exceed-
ingly strong army and ruled over countries,
nations, and principalities, and they paid
him tribute.

5 After these things he fell sick, and per-
ceived that he was going to die. 6He called
his honorable servants, which had been
brought upwithhim fromhis youth, andhe
divided to them his kingdom while he was
still alive. 7Alexanderreigned twelveyears,
thenhedied. 8Thenhis servants ruled, each
one in his place. 9They all put crowns upon
themselves after he was dead, and so did
their sons after themmany years; and they
multiplied evils in the earth.

10 There came out of them a sinful root,
Antiochus Epiphanes, son of Antiochus the
king, who had been a hostage at Rome,
and he reigned in† the one hundred thirty
seventh year of the kingdom of the Greeks.

11 In those days transgressors of the law
came out of Israel and persuaded many,
saying, “Let’s go make a covenant with the‡
Gentiles around us; for since we were sep-
arated from themmany evils have befallen
us.” 12That proposalwas good in their eyes.
13 Some of the people eagerly went to the
king, and he authorized them to observe
the ordinances of the§ Gentiles. 14 So* they
built a gymnasium in Jerusalem accord-
ing to the laws of the† Gentiles. 15 They
made themselves uncircumcised, forsook
theholy covenant, joined themselves to the‡
Gentiles, and sold themselves to do evil.

16 The kingdom was established in the
sight of Antiochus, and he planned to reign

over Egypt, that he might reign over both
kingdoms. 17 He entered into Egypt with
a§ great multitude, with chariots, with ele-
phants, with cavalry, and with a great*
navy. 18Hemade war against Ptolemy king
of Egypt. Ptolemy was put to shame before
him, and fled; and many fell wounded to
death. 19They took possession of the strong
cities in the land of Egypt, and he took the
spoils of Egypt.

20 Antiochus, after he had defeated
Egypt, returned in† the one hundred forty
third year, and went up against Israel
and Jerusalem with a‡ great multitude,
21 and entered presumptuously into the
sanctuary, and took the golden altar, the
lampstand for the light, and all its utensils.
22He took the table of the show bread, the
cups for the drink offerings, the bowls,
the golden censers, the veil, the crowns,
and the gold decoration on the front of the
temple. He peeled it all off. 23He took the
silver, the gold, and the precious vessels.
He took the hidden treasures which he
found. 24 When he had taken all of these,
hewent away into his own land. Hemade a
great slaughter, and spoke very arrogantly.
25 Great mourning came upon Israel, in
every place where they were. 26 The rulers
and elders groaned. The virgins and young
men were made feeble. The beauty of the
women was changed. 27 Every bridegroom
took up lamentation. She who sat in the
marriage chamber was mourning. 28 The
land was moved for its inhabitants, and all
the house of Jacobwas clothedwith shame.

29 §After two full years, the king sent a
chief collector of tribute to the cities of Ju-
dah, andhe came to Jerusalemwitha* great
multitude. 30 He spoke words of peace to
them in subtlety, and they believed him.
Thenhe fell upon the city suddenly, struck it
very severely, and destroyed many people
of Israel. 31He took the spoils of the city, set
it on fire, and pulled down its houses and
its walls on every side. 32 They led captive
thewomen and the children, and seized the
livestock. 33 Then they fortified the city of
David with a large, strong wall and with
strong towers, and it became their citadel.
34 They put a sinful nation, transgressors
of the law, there, and they strengthened
themselves in it. 35They stored upweapons
and food, and gathering together the spoils
of Jerusalem, they stored them there, and

* 1:1 That is, theGreekEmpire. Compare 1Maccabees 1:10 and 1Maccabees 6:2. † 1:10 circaB.C. 176. ‡ 1:11 Or,

nations: and so throughout this book. § 1:13 Or, nations: and so throughout this book. * 1:14 See 2 Maccabees
4:9, 12. † 1:14 Or, nations: and so throughout this book. ‡ 1:15 Or, nations: and so throughout this book
§ 1:17 Gr. heavy. * 1:17 Or, armament † 1:20 circa B.C. 170. See 2 Maccabees 5:11-16. ‡ 1:20 Gr. heavy.
§ 1:29 See 2Maccabees 5:24. * 1:29 Gr. heavy.
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they became a great menace. 36 It became
a place to lie in wait against the sanctuary,
and an evil adversary to Israel continually.
37 They shed innocent blood on every side
of the sanctuary, and defiled the sanctuary.
38The inhabitantsof Jerusalemfledbecause
of them. She became a habitation of for-
eigners. She became foreign to those who
were born in her, and her children forsook
her. 39 Her sanctuary was laid waste like
a wilderness,† her feasts were turned into
mourning, her Sabbaths into reproach, and
her honor into contempt. 40 According to
her glory, so was her dishonor multiplied,
and her exaltation was turned into mourn-
ing.

41KingAntiochuswrote tohiswholeking-
dom that all should be one people, 42 and
that each should forsake his own laws. All
the nations agreed according to the word
of the king. 43 Many of Israel consented
to his worship, sacrificed to the idols, and
profaned the Sabbath. 44 The king sent let-
ters by thehandofmessengers to Jerusalem
and the cities of Judah, that they should fol-
low laws strange to the land, 45 and should
forbid whole burnt offerings and sacrifice
and drink offerings in the sanctuary; and
should profane the Sabbaths and feasts,
46 and pollute the sanctuary and those who
were holy; 47 that they should build altars,
and temples, and shrines for idols, and
should sacrifice swine’s flesh and unclean
animals; 48 and that they should leave their
sons uncircumcised, that they shouldmake
their souls abominable with all manner
of uncleanness and profanation; 49 so that
they might forget the law, and change all
the ordinances. 50Whoever doesn’t do ac-
cording to the word of the king, he shall
die. 51 According to all these words wrote
he to his whole kingdom. He appointed
overseers over all the people, and he com-
manded the cities of Judah to sacrifice, city
by city. 52 From the people were gathered
together to them many, everyone who had
forsaken the law; and they did evil things
in the land. 53 They made Israel to hide
themselves in every place of refuge which
they had.

54On the fifteenth day of Chislev, in‡ the
one hundred forty fifth year, they built an
abomination of desolation upon the altar,§
and in the cities of Judah on every side
they built idol altars.* 55 At the doors of
the houses and in the streets they burned
incense. 56 They tore the books of the law

which they found in pieces and set them on
fire. 57 Anyone who was found with any a
book of the covenant, and if any consented
to the law, the king’s sentence delivered
him to death. 58Thus did they in theirmight
to Israel, to those who were found month
by month in the cities. 59 On the twenty-
fifth day of the month they sacrificed upon
the idol altar that was on top of the altar of
burnt offering. 60 †Theyput todeathwomen
who had circumcised their children, ac-
cording to the commandment. 61Theyhung
their babies around their necks, and their
houses, and those who had circumcised
them. 62Many in Israel were fully resolved
and confirmed in themselves not to eat un-
clean things. 63 ‡They chose to die, that they
might not be defiled with the food, and that
they might not profane the holy covenant;
and they died. 64 Exceedingly great wrath
came upon Israel.

2
1 In those days Mattathias the son of

John, the son of Simeon, a priest of the
sons of Joarib, from Jerusalem rose up;
and he lived at Modin. 2 And he had five
sons:* John, who was surnamed Gaddis;
3 Simon, who was called Thassi; 4 Judas,
whowas calledMaccabaeus; 5Eleazar, who
was called Avaran; and Jonathan, who was
called Apphus.

6He saw the blasphemies that were com-
mitted in Judah and in Jerusalem, 7 and he
said, “Woe is me! Why was I born to see
the destruction of my people and the de-
struction of the holy city, and to dwell there
when it was given into the hand of the en-
emy, the sanctuary into the hand of foreign-
ers? 8 Her temple has become like a man
who was glorious. 9 Her vessels of glory
are carried away into captivity. Her infants
are slain in her streets. Her young men are
slain with the enemy’s sword. 10What na-
tionhasnot inheritedherpalaces and taken
possession of her spoils? 11Her adornment
has all been taken away. Instead of a free
woman, she has become a slave. 12Behold,
our holy things, our beauty, and our glory
are laid waste. The Gentiles have profaned
them. 13Why should we live any longer?”

14 Mattathias and his sons tore their
clothes, put on sackcloth, and mourned ex-
ceedingly.

15 And the king’s officers who were en-
forcing the apostasy came into the city
Modin to sacrifice. 16Many of Israel came

† 1:39 See 2 Maccabees 6:6. ‡ 1:54 circa B.C. 168. See 2 Maccabees 5:11. § 1:54 The two words rendered
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to them, and Mattathias and his sons were
gathered together. 17 The king’s officers
answered and spoke to Mattathias, saying,
“You are a ruler and an honorable and
great man in this city, and strengthened
with sons and kindred. 18 Now therefore
come first and do the commandment of the
king, as all the nations have done, including
the men of Judah and those who remain
in Jerusalem. You and your house will be
numbered among the king’s† friends, and
you and your sons will be honored with
silver and gold andmany gifts.”

19 And Mattathias answered and said
with a loud voice, “If all the nations that
are in the house of the king’s dominion
listen to him, to fall away each one from
the worship of his fathers, and have made
choice to follow his commandments, 20 yet
I and my sons and my kindred will walk
in the covenant of our fathers. 21 Far be
it from us that we should forsake the law
and the ordinances. 22 We will not listen
to the king’s words, to turn aside from our
worship, to the right hand, or to the left.”

23 When he had finished speaking these
words, a Jew came in the sight of all
to sacrifice on the altar which was at
Modin, according to the king’s command-
ment. 24 Mattathias saw it, so his zeal
was kindled, and his guts trembled, and
he vented hiswrath according to judgment,
and ran and killed him upon the altar. 25He
killed the king’s officer, who compelled
men to sacrifice, at the same time, and
pulled down the altar. 26Hewas zealous for
the law, even as Phinehas did to Zimri the
son of Salu.

27Mattathias cried out in the city with a
loud voice, saying, “Whoever is zealous for
the lawandmaintains the covenant, let him
follow me!” 28He and his sons fled into the
mountains, and left all that they had in the
city.

29 Then many who sought justice and
judgment went down into the wilderness
to live there— 30 they, their children, their
wives, and their livestock—because evils
were multiplied upon them. 31 It was told
the king’s officers and the forces that were
in Jerusalem, the city of David, that certain
men who had broken the king’s command-
ment had gone down into the secret places
in the wilderness; 32 and many pursued af-
ter them, and having overtaken them, they
encamped against them and set the battle
in array against them on the Sabbath day.
33They said to them, “Enough of this! Come
out and do according to the word of the
king, and you will all live!”

34 They said, “We won’t come out. We
won’t do thewordof theking, toprofane the
Sabbath day.”

35Then theenemyhurried toattack them.
36 They didn’t answer them. They didn’t

cast a stone at them, or block their secret
places, 37 saying, “Let’s all die in our inno-
cence. Heaven and earth testify for us, that
you put us to death unjustly.”

38 So they attacked them on the Sab-
bath, and they died—they, their wives, their
children, and their livestock—in number a
thousand souls of men.

39WhenMattathias andhis friends found
out about it, and they mourned over them
exceedingly. 40 One said to another, “If we
all do as our kindred have done, and don’t
fight against the Gentiles for our lives and
our ordinances, theywill quickly destroyus
from off the earth.” 41 So they decided that
day, saying, “Whoever comes against us to
battle on the Sabbath day, let’s fight against
him, and we will in no way all die, as our
kindred died in the secret places.”

42 Then a company of the Hasidaeans,‡
mightymenof Israel, everyonewhooffered
himselfwillingly for the law,were gathered
together to them. 43 All those who fled
from the evils were added to them, and
supported them. 44Theymustered an army,
and struck sinners in their anger, and law-
less men in their wrath. The rest fled to the
Gentiles for safety. 45 And Mattathias and
his friends went around and pulled down
the altars. 46 They forcibly circumcised the
boys who were uncircumcised, as many as
they found in the coasts of Israel. 47 They
pursued the arrogant, and the work pros-
pered in their hand. 48They rescued the law
out of thehandof theGentiles andout of the
hand of the kings. They never allowed the
sinner to triumph.

49 The days of Mattathias drew near that
he should die, and he said to his sons, “Now
pride and scorn have gained strength. It is
a seasonof overthrowand indignantwrath.
50Now, my children, be zealous for the law,
and give your lives for the covenant of your
fathers. 51 Call to remembrance the deeds
of our fathers which they did in their gen-
erations; and receive great glory and an ev-
erlasting name. 52Wasn’t Abraham found
faithful in temptation, and it was reckoned
to him for righteousness? 53 Joseph in the
time of his distress kept the commandment,
and became lord of Egypt. 54 Phinehas our
father, because he was exceedingly zeal-
ous, obtained the covenant of an everlast-
ing priesthood. 55 Joshua became a judge
in Israel for fulfilling the word. 56 Caleb

† 2:18 See 1 Maccabees 3:38; 10:10, etc.; Compare 1 Maccabees 10:65; 11:27; 2 Maccabees 8:9. ‡ 2:42 That is,
Chasidim.
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obtainedaheritage in the land for testifying
in the congregation. 57David inherited the
throne of a kingdom forever and ever for
being merciful. 58 Elijah was taken up into
heaven because he was exceedingly zeal-
ous for the law. 59Hananiah, Azariah, and
Mishael believed, andwere saved out of the
flame. 60 Daniel was delivered from the
mouth of lions for his innocence.

61 “Thus consider from generation to gen-
eration that no one who put their trust in
himwill lack for strength. 62Don’t be afraid
of the words of a sinful man; for his glory
will be dung andworms. 63Today hewill be
lifted up, and tomorrow he will in no way
be found, because he has returned to dust,
and his thought has perished. 64 You, my
children, be strong, and show yourselves
men on behalf of the law; for in it you
will obtain glory. 65 Behold, Simon your
brother, whom I know to be a man of coun-
sel. Always listen to him. He shall be a
father toyou. 66 JudasMaccabaeushasbeen
strong andmighty from his youth. He shall
be your captain and shall fight§ thebattle of
the people. 67 Rally around all the doers of
the law, and avenge thewrong done to your
people. 68Repay the Gentiles, and obey the
commandments of the law.”

69He blessed them, and was gathered to
his ancestors. 70 He died in* the one hun-
dred forty sixth year, and his sons buried
him in the tombs of his ancestors at Modin.
All Israel made great lamentation for him.

3
1 His son Judas, who was called Mac-

cabaeus, rose up in his place. 2 All his kin-
dred helped him, and so did all those who
joined with his father, and they fought with
gladness the battle of Israel. 3 He got his
people great glory, and put on a breastplate
like a giant, and bound his warlike harness
around him, and set battles in array, pro-
tecting the army with his sword. 4He was
like a lion in his deeds, and like a lion’s cub
roaring for prey. 5He hunted and pursued
the lawless, and he burned up those who
troubled his people. 6 The lawless shrunk
back for fear of him, and all the workers of
lawlessness were very troubled, and deliv-
erance prospered in his hand. 7He angered
many kings and made Jacob glad with his
acts. His memory is blessed forever. 8 He
went through the cities of Judah, destroyed
the ungodly* out of the land, and turned
awaywrath fromIsrael. 9Hewasrenowned
to the utmost part of the earth. He gathered
together those whowere ready to perish.

10 Apollonius gathered the Gentiles to-
gether with a great army from Samaria to
fight against Israel. 11 Judas learned of
it, and he went out to meet him, struck
him, and killed him. Many fell wounded to
death, and the rest fled. 12 They took their
spoils, and Judas took Apollonius’ sword,
and he fought with it all his days.

13 Seron, the commander of the army of
Syria, heard that Judas had gathered a large
company, including a body of faithful men
who stayedwith him,went out towar. 14He
said, “Iwillmakemyself anameandgetmy-
self glory in thekingdom. Iwill fight against
Judas and those who are with him, who
despise the king’s command. 15 A mighty
army of the ungodly went up with him to
help him, to take vengeance on the children
of Israel.

16 He came near to the ascent of Beth-
horon, and Judaswent out tomeet himwith
a small company. 17 But when they saw
the army coming to meet them, they said
to Judas, “What? Shall we be able, being
a small company, to fight against so great
and strong amultitude? We for our part are
faint, having tasted no food this day.”

18 Judas said, “It is an easy thing formany
to be hemmed in by the hands of a few.
With† heaven it is all one, to save by many
or by few; 19 for victory in battle stands not
in the multitude of an army, but strength is
from heaven. 20They come to us in fullness
of insolence and lawlessness, to destroy us
and our wives and our children, and to
plunder us, 21but we fight for our lives and
our laws. 22 He himself will crush them
before our face; but as for you, don’t be
afraid of them.

23 Now when he had finished speaking,
he rushed suddenly against Seron and his
army, and they were defeated before him.
24 They pursued them down the descent
of Bethhoron to the plain, and about eight
hundred men of them fell; but the rest fled
into the land of the Philistines.

25 The fear of Judas and his kindred, and
the dread of them, began to fall on the
nations around them. 26His fame reached
theking, andeverynation told of thebattles
of Judas.

27 But when King Antiochus heard these
words, he was full of indignation; and he
sent and gathered together all the forces
of his realm, an exceedingly strong army.
28 He opened his treasury and gave his
forces pay for a year, and commanded them
to be ready for every need. 29He saw that
the money was gone from his treasures,

§ 2:66 Some ancient authorities read you shall fight. * 2:70 circa B.C. 167. * 3:8 Gr. out of it. † 3:18 Some
ancient authorities read the God of heaven.
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and that the tributes of the country were
small, because of the dissension and disas-
ter which he had brought upon the land, to
the end that he might take away the laws
which had been from the first days. 30 He
was afraid that he wouldn’t have enough
as at other times for the charges and the
gifts which he used to give with a liberal
hand, more abundantly than the kings who
werebeforehim. 31Andhewasexceedingly
perplexed in his mind, and he determined
to go into Persia, and to take the tributes of
those countries, and to gathermuchmoney.
32 He left Lysias, an honorable man, and
one of royal lineage, to be over the affairs
of the king from the river Euphrates to the
borders of Egypt, 33 and to bring up his
son Antiochus, until he came again. 34 He
delivered to Lysias half of his forces and
the elephants, and gave him charge of all
the things that he would have done, and
concerning those who lived in Judea and
in Jerusalem, 35 that he should send an
army against them to root out and destroy
the strength of Israel and the remnant of
Jerusalem, and to take away their mem-
ory from the place, 36 and that he should
make foreigners live in all their territory,
and should divide their land to them by lot.
37 The king took the half that remained of
the forces, and left Antioch, his royal city,
in the onehundred forty seventh year;‡ and
he passed over the river Euphrates, and
went through the upper countries.

38 Lysias chose Ptolemy the son of Do-
rymenes, Nicanor, and Gorgias, mighty
menof theking’s friends;§ 39andwith them,
he sent forty thousand infantry and seven
thousand cavalry to go into the land of
Judah and to destroy it, according to the
word of the king. 40 They set out with all
their army, and came and encamped near
Emmaus in the plain country. 41 The mer-
chants of the country heard of their fame,
and took silver and gold in large quantities,
and fetters,* and came into the camp to
take the children of Israel for slaves. Forces
of Syria and of the land of the Philistines†
joined with them.

42 Judas and his kindred saw that evils
were multiplied, and that the forces were
encamping in their borders. They learned
about the king’s words which he had com-
manded, to destroy the people and make
an end of them. 43 Then they each said
to his neighbor, “Let’s repair the ruins of
our people. Let’s fight for our people and
the holy place.” 44 The congregation was
gathered together, that theymight be ready

for battle, and that theymight pray and ask
for mercy and compassion. 45 Jerusalem
was without inhabitant like a wilderness.
There was none of her offspring who went
in orwent out. The sanctuarywas trampled
down. Children of foreigners were in the
citadel. The Gentiles lived there. Joy was
taken away from Jacob, and the pipe and
the harp ceased. 46 They gathered them-
selves together, and came to Mizpeh, near
Jerusalem; for in Mizpeh there used to be a
placeof prayer for Israel. 47They fasted that
day, put on sackcloth, put ashes on their
heads, tore their clothes, 48 and opened the
book of the law, to learn about the things
forwhich theGentiles consulted the images
of their idols. 49 They brought the priests’
garments, the first fruits, and the tithes.
They stirred up the Nazarites, who had ac-
complished their days. 50 They cried aloud
towardheaven, saying, “What shouldwedo
with these men? Where should we carry
them away? 51 Your holy place is trampled
down and profaned. Your priests mourn
in humiliation. 52 Behold, the Gentiles are
assembled together against us todestroyus.
You knowwhat things they imagine against
us. 53How will we be able to stand against
them, unless you help us?” 54They sounded
with the trumpets, and gave a loud shout.

55 And after this Judas appointed lead-
ers of the people: captains of thousands,
captains of hundreds, captains of fifties,
and captains of tens. 56 He said to those
whowerebuildinghouses,werebetrothing
wives, were planting vineyards, and were
fearful, that they should return, each man
to his own house, according to the law.
57 The army marched out and encamped
upon the south side of Emmaus. 58 Judas
said, “Arm yourselves and be valiant men!
Be ready in the morning to fight with
these Gentiles who are assembled together
against us to destroy us and our holy place.
59For it is better forus todie inbattle than to
see the calamities of ournationand theholy
place. 60Nevertheless, as may be the will in
heaven, so shall he do.

4
1 Gorgias took five thousand infantry, a

thousand chosen cavalry, and the army
moved out at night, 2 that it might fall upon
the army of the Jews and strike them sud-
denly. The men of the citadel were his
guides. 3 Judas heard of this, and he and the
valiantmenmoved, that hemight strike the
king’s army which was at Emmaus 4while
the forces were still dispersed from the
camp. 5Gorgias came into thecampof Judas

‡ 3:37 circa B.C. 166. § 3:38 See 1Maccabees 2:18. * 3:41 Most of the authorities read servants. † 3:41 Gr.
foreigners.
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at night and found noman. He sought them
in the mountains; for he said, “These men
are running away from us.”

6As soon as it was day, Judas appeared in
the plain with three thousand men. How-
ever they didn’t have the armor and swords
they desired. 7 They saw the camp of the
Gentiles strong and fortified, with cavalry
all around it; and these were expert in war.
8 Judas said to the menwhowere with him,
“Don’t be afraid of their numbers, or when
they charge. 9 Remember how our fathers
were saved in the Red sea, when Pharaoh
pursued them with an army. 10 Now let’s
cry to heaven, if he will have us, and will
remember the covenant of our fathers, and
destroy this army before our face today.
11Then all the Gentiles will know that there
is one who redeems and saves Israel.

12The foreigners lifted up their eyes, and
saw them coming near them. 13 They went
out of the camp to battle. Those who were
with Judas sounded their trumpets 14 and
joined battle. The Gentiles were defeated,
andfled into the plain. 15But all those in the
rear fell by the sword. They pursued them
to* Gazara, and to the plains of Idumaea,
Azotus, and Jamnia. About three thousand
of those men fell. 16 Then Judas and his
army returned from pursuing them; 17 and
he said to the people, “Don’t be greedy for
the spoils, because there is a battle before
us. 18 Gorgias and his army are near us
on the mountain. But stand now against
our enemies and fight against them, and
afterwards take the spoils with boldness.”
19While Judas was finishing this speech, a
part of them appeared looking out from the
mountain. 20They saw that their army had
been put to flight, and that the Jews were
burning the camp; for the smoke that was
seen declared what was done. 21 But when
they perceived these things, theywere very
afraid. Perceiving also the army of Judas
in the plain ready for battle, 22 they all fled
into the land of the† Philistines. 23 Judas
returned to plunder the camp, and they
tookmuch gold, silver, blue, sea purple, and
great riches. 24 Then they returned home,
and sang a song of thanksgiving, and gave
praise to heaven, because he is good, be-
cause his mercy endures forever. 25 Israel
had a great deliverance that day.

26 The foreigners who had escaped came
and told Lysias all the things that had hap-
pened. 27 When he heard of it, he was
confounded and discouraged, because the
things he desired had not been done to Is-
rael, nor had such things happened as the

king commanded him.
28 In the next year, he gathered together

sixty thousand chosen infantry and five
thousand cavalry, that he might subdue
them. 29 They came into Idumaea and
encamped at Bethsura. Judas met them
with ten thousand men. 30He saw that the
army was strong, and he prayed and said,
“Blessed are you, O Savior of Israel, who
defeated the attack of the mighty warrior
by the hand of your servant David, and
delivered the army of the‡ Philistines into
thehandsof Jonathan the sonof Saul, andof
his armor bearer. 31Hem in this army in the
hand of your people Israel, and let them be
ashamed for their army and their cavalry.
32 Give them faintness of heart. Cause the
boldness of their strength tomelt away, and
let themquakeat their destruction. 33Strike
them down with the sword of those who
love you, and let all who know your name
praise you with thanksgiving.”

34 They joined in battle; and about five
thousand men of Lysias’ army fell. They
fell down near them. 35 But when Lysias
saw that his troops were put to flight, and
the boldness that had comeupon thosewho
were with Judas, and how they were ready
either to live or to die nobly, he withdrew
toAntioch, and gathered together hired sol-
diers, that he might come again into Judea
with an even greater army.

36 But Judas and his kindred said, “Be-
hold, our enemies are defeated. Let’s go
up to cleanse the holy place and to reded-
icate it.” 37 All the army was gathered to-
gether, and they went up to mount Zion.
38They saw the sanctuary laid desolate, the
altar profaned, the gates burned up, shrubs
growing in the courts as in a forest or as
on one of the mountains, and the priests’
chambers pulled down; 39 and they tore
their clothes, made great lamentation, put
ashes upon their heads, 40 fell on their faces
to the ground, § blewwith the solemn trum-
pets,* and cried toward heaven. 41Then Ju-
das appointed certain men to fight against
those who were in the citadel until he had
cleansed the holy place.

42 He chose blameless priests who were
devoted to the law; 43and they cleansed the
holyplaceandcarried thedefiled stonesout
to an unclean place. 44 They deliberated
what to dowith the altar of burnt offerings,
which had been profaned. 45 A good plan
came into their mind, that they should pull
it down, lest it would be a reproach to them,
because the Gentiles had defiled it. So they
pulled down the altar 46 and laid up the

* 4:15 Gr. Gazera. † 4:22 Gr. foreigners. ‡ 4:30 Gr. foreigners. § 4:40 Compare Numbers 31:6. * 4:40
Gr. trumpets of signals.
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stones on the temple hill in a convenient
place, until a prophet would come to give
an answer concerning them. 47 They took
whole stones according to the law, andbuilt
a new altar like the former. 48They built the
holy place and the inner parts of the house;
and they consecrated the courts. 49 They
made new holy vessels, and they brought
the lampstand, the altar of incense, and
the table into the temple. 50 They burned
incense on the altar, and they lit the lamps
that were upon the lampstand, and they
gave light in the temple. 51 They set loaves
upon the table, hung up the curtains, and
finished all the work which they had done.

52 They rose up early in the morning, on
the twenty-fifth day of the ninth month,
which is the month Chislev, in† the one
hundred forty eighth year, 53 and offered
sacrifice according to the law on the new
altar of burnt offerings which they had
made. 54 At the time and day the Gentiles
had profaned it, even then it was dedicated
with songs, harps, lutes, and with cym-
bals. 55 All the people fell on their faces,
worshiped, andgavepraise towardheaven,
whichhadgiven themgood success. 56They
celebrated the dedication of the altar eight
days, and offered burnt offeringswith glad-
ness, and sacrificed a sacrifice of deliver-
ance and praise. 57 They decorated the
front of the temple with crowns of gold and
small shields. They dedicated the gates and
the priests’ chambers, and made doors for
them. 58 There was exceedingly great glad-
ness among the people, and the reproach of
the Gentiles was turned away.

59 Judas and his kindred and the whole
congregation of Israel ordained that the
days of the dedication of the altar should be
kept in their seasons from year to year for
eight days, from the twenty-fifth day of the
month Chislev, with gladness and joy.

60At that time, they fortified mount Zion
with high walls and strong towers around
it, lest perhaps theGentilesmight come and
trample them down, as they had done be-
fore. 61 Judas stationed a garrison to guard
it. They fortified Bethsura to keep it, that
the people might have a stronghold near
Idumaea.

5
1 It came to pass, when the Gentiles all

around heard that the altar had been re-
built and the sanctuary dedicated as be-
fore, they were exceedingly angry. 2 They
took counsel to destroy the race of Jacob
that was in the midst of them, and they

began to kill and destroy among the people.
3 Judas fought against the children of Esau
in Idumaea at Akrabattine, because they
besieged Israel. He struck themwith a great
slaughter, humbled them, and took their
spoils. 4He remembered the wickedness of
the children of* Baean, who were a snare
anda stumblingblock to thepeople, lying in
wait for them on the highways. 5Theywere
shut up by him in the towers. He encamped
against them, and destroyed them utterly,
andburnedwithfire the towers of the place
with all who were in them. 6 He passed
over to the children of Ammon, and found
a mighty band and many people, with Tim-
otheus for their leader. 7 He fought many
battles with them, and they were defeated
before his face. He struck them, 8 and took
possession of Jazer and its villages,† and
returned again into Judea.

9 The Gentiles who were in Gilead gath-
ered themselves together against the Is-
raelites who were on their borders, to de-
stroy them. They fled to the stronghold of
Dathema, 10 and sent letters to Judas and
his kindred, saying, “The Gentiles who are
around us are gathered together against us
to destroy us. 11They are preparing to come
and get possession of the stronghold where
we fled for refuge, and Timotheus is the
leader of their army. 12Now therefore come
and deliver us from their hand, for many
of us have fallen. 13 All our kindred who
were in the land of ‡Tubias have beenput to
death. They have carried their wives, their
children, and their stuff into captivity. They
destroyed about a thousandmen there.”

14 While the letters were still being
read, behold, other messengers came from
Galilee with their clothes torn, bringing
a similar report, 15 saying, “People of
Ptolemais, of Tyre, of Sidon, and all Galilee
of the§ Gentiles have gathered together to
destroy us.”

16 Now when Judas and the people
heard these words, a great congregation
assembled together to determinewhat they
should do for their kindred who were in
distress and under attack. 17 Judas said to
Simon his brother, “Choose men and go
deliver your kindred who are in Galilee,
but Jonathan my brother and I will go into
the land of Gilead.” 18He left Joseph the son
of Zacharias, and Azarias, as leaders of the
people, with the remnant of the army, in
Judea, to guard it. 19He commanded them,
saying, “Take charge of this people, and
fight no battle with the Gentiles until we
return.” 20 Then three thousand men were

† 4:52 circa B.C. 165. * 5:4 Compare 2 Maccabees 10:18-23. † 5:8 Gr. daughters. Compare Numbers 21:25.
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assigned to go into Galilee with Simon, but
eight thousandmenwere assigned to Judas
to go into the land of Gilead.

21 Simon went into Galilee and fought
manybattleswith theGentiles, and theGen-
tiles were defeated before him. 22He pur-
sued them to the gate of Ptolemais. About
three thousandmenof theGentiles fell, and
he took their spoils. 23 They took to them
those who were in Galilee and in Arbatta,
with theirwives, their children, and all that
they had, and brought them into Judeawith
greatgladness. 24 JudasMaccabaeusandhis
brother Jonathan passed over the Jordan,
and went three days’ journey in the wilder-
ness. 25 They met with the Nabathaeans,
and these met them in a peaceful manner
and told them all things that had happened
to their kindred in the land of Gilead, 26and
howmany of themwere shut up in Bosora,
Bosor, Alema,* Casphor, Maked, and† Car-
naim—all these cities are strong and large—
27 and how they were shut up in the rest
of the cities of the land of Gilead, and that
tomorrow they planned to encamp against
the strongholds, and to take them, and to
destroy all these men in one day.

28 Judas and his army turned suddenly by
theway of the wilderness to Bosora; and he
took the city, and killed all the males with
the edge of the sword, took all their spoils,
and burned the city with fire. 29 He left
there at night, and went until he came to
the stronghold. 30When themorning came,
they lifted up their eyes and saw many
people who couldn’t be counted, bearing
ladders and engines of war, to take the
stronghold; and they were fighting against
them. 31 Judas saw that the battle had be-
gun, and that the cry of the city went up to
heaven, with trumpets and a great sound,
32and he said to themen of his army, “Fight
today for your kindred!” 33 Then he went
out behind them in three companies. They
sounded with their trumpets and cried out
in prayer. 34 And the army of Timotheus
perceived that it wasMaccabaeus, and they
fled frombeforehim. He struck themwitha
great slaughter. About eight thousand men
of them fell on that day.

35He turned away to Mizpeh and fought
against it, took it, killed all itsmales, took its
spoils, andburned itwithfire. 36Fromthere
he marched and took‡ Casphor, Maked,
Bosor, and the other cities of the land of
Gilead.

37 Now after these things, Timotheus
gatheredanotherarmyandencampednear
Raphon beyond the brook. 38 Judas sent

men to spy on the army; and they brought
himword, saying, “All the Gentiles who are
aroundusaregathered together to them, an
exceedingly great army. 39They have hired
Arabians to help them, and are encamped
beyond the brook, ready to come against
you to battle.” So Judas went to meet them.

40 Timotheus said to the captains of his
army when Judas and his army drew near
to the brook of water, “If he crosses over
to us first, we won’t be able to withstand
him, for he will certainly defeat us; 41but if
he is afraid, and encamps beyond the river,
we will cross over to him, and defeat him.”
42Now when Judas came near to the water
brook, he caused the scribes of the people
to remain by the brook, and commanded
them, saying, “Allow no man to encamp,
but let all come to the battle.” 43 Then he
crossed over the first against them, and all
the people after him; and all the Gentiles
were defeated before his face, and threw
away their weapons, and fled to the temple
at §Carnaim. 44 They took the city and
burned the temple with fire, together with
all who were in it. Carnaim was subdued.
They couldn’t stand any longer before the
face of Judas.

45 Judas gathered together all Israel, those
who were in the land of Gilead, from the
least to the greatest, with their wives, their
children, and their stuff, an exceedingly
great army, that they might come into the
land of Judah. 46 They came as far as
Ephron, and this same city was large and
very strong. It was on the road where they
weregoing. Theycouldn’t turnaway fromit
on the right hand or on the left, but needed
to pass through the middle of it. 47 The
people of the city shut themout andblocked
the gates with stones. 48 Judas sent to them
with words of peace, saying, “We will pass
through your land to go into our own land,
andnoonewill harmyou. Wewill onlypass
by on our feet.” But they wouldn’t open to
him. 49 Then Judas commanded proclama-
tion to be made in the army, that each man
should encamp in the place where he was.
50 So the men of the army encamped, and
fought against the city all that day and all
that night, and the city was delivered into
his hands. 51 He destroyed all the males
with the edge of the sword, razed the city,
took its plunder, and passed through the
cityover thosewhowere slain. 52Theywent
over the Jordan into the great plain near
Bethshan. 53 And Judas gathered together
those who lagged behind and encouraged
the people all the way through, until he

* 5:26 Compare 2Maccabees 12:13. † 5:26 compare 2Maccabees 12:21. ‡ 5:36 See 1Maccabees 5:26 § 5:43
See 1Maccabees 5:26.



1Maccabees 5:54 862 1Maccabees 6:19

came into the land of Judah. 54 They went
up tomount Zionwith gladness and joy, and
offered whole burnt offerings, because not
somuch as one of themwas slain until they
returned in peace.

55 In the days when Judas and Jonathan
were in the land of Gilead, and Simon
his brother in Galilee before Ptolemais,
56 Joseph the son of Zacharias, and Azarias,
rulers of the army, heard of their exploits
and of the war, and what things they had
done. 57They said, “Let’s also get us a name,
and let’s go fight against the Gentiles who
are around us.” 58 So they gave orders to
the men of the army that was with them,
and went toward Jamnia. 59 Gorgias and
his men came out of the city to meet them
in battle. 60 Joseph and Azarias were put
to flight, and were pursued to the borders
of Judea. About two thousand men of Is-
rael fell on that day. 61 There was a great
overthrow among the people, because they
didn’t listen to Judas andhis kindred, think-
ing to do some exploit. 62But they were not
of the family of those men by whose hand
deliverance was given to Israel.

63 The man Judas and his kindred were
glorified exceedingly in the sight of all Is-
rael, and of all the Gentiles, wherever their
name was heard of. 64 Men gathered to-
gether to them, acclaiming them.

65 Judas and his kindred went out and
fought against the children of Esau in the
land toward the south. He struck He-
bron and its villages,* pulled down its
strongholds, and burned its towers all
around. 66He marched to go into the land
of the† Philistines, and he went through‡
Samaria. 67 In that day certain priests, de-
siring to do exploits there, were slain in
battle, when they went out to battle unad-
visedly. 68But Judas turned toward Azotus,
to the land of the§ Philistines, pulled down
their altars, burned the carved images of
their gods with fire, took the plunder of
their cities, and returned into the land of
Judah.

6
1 King Antiochus was traveling through

the upper countries; and he heard that in
Elymais inPersia therewasacity renowned
for riches, for silver and gold, 2 and that
the temple which was in it was exceedingly
rich, and that in it were golden shields,
breastplates, and weapons which Alexan-
der, son of Philip, the Macedonian king,
who reigned first among the Greeks, left

behind there. 3So he came and tried to take
the city and to pillage it; and he was not
able, because his plan was known to them
of the city, 4 and they rose up against him
in battle. He fled and returned to Babylon
with great disappointment.

5 Then someone came into Persia bring-
ing him news that the armies which went
against the land of Judah had been put to
flight, 6 and that Lysias went first with a
strong army and was put to shame before
them, and that they had grown strong be-
cause of weapons, power, and a supply of
plunder which they took from the armies
that they had cut off, 7 and that they had
pulleddown the abominationwhichhehad
built upon the altar that was in Jerusalem,
and that they had surrounded the sanctu-
ary with high walls, as before, and also
Bethsura, his city.

8 It came to pass, when the king heard
these words, he was astonished andmoved
exceedingly. He laid himself down on his
bed, and fell sick for grief, because it had
not turned out for him as he had planned.
9 He was there many days, because great
grief continually gripped him, and he re-
alized that he would die. 10 He called for
all his* friends, and said to them, “Sleep
departs from my eyes, and my heart fails
because of worry. 11 I said in my heart,
‘To what suffering I have come! How great
a flood it is that I’m in, now! For I was
gracious and loved in my power.’ 12 But
now I remember the evils which I did at
Jerusalem, and that I took all the vessels of
silver and gold that were in it, and sent out
to destroy the inhabitants of Judah without
a cause. 13 I perceive that it is because of
this that these evils have come upon me.
Behold, I am perishing through great grief
in a strange land.”

14 Then he called for Philip, one of his†
friends, and set him over all his kingdom.
15 He gave him his crown, his robe, and
his signet ring, so that he could guide Anti-
ochus his son, and nourish him up that he
might be king. 16Then King Antiochus died
there in the one hundred forty-ninth year.‡
17 When Lysias learned that the king was
dead, he set up Antiochus his son to reign,
whom he had nourished up being young,
and he called his name Eupator.

18 Those who were in the citadel kept
hemming Israel in around the sanctuary,
and always sought to harm them and to
strengthen the Gentiles. 19 Judas planned
to destroy them, and called all the people
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together to besiege them. 20 They were
gathered together, and besieged them in§
the one hundred fiftieth year, and he made
mounds to shoot from, and engines of war.
21Someof thosewhowerehemmed incame
out, and some of the ungodly men of Israel
were joined to them. 22 They went to the
king, and said, “How long will you not ex-
ecute judgment, and avenge our kindred?
23Wewere willing to serve your father and
to live by his words, and to follow his com-
mandments. 24 Because of this, the chil-
drenofourpeoplebesieged thecitadel*and
werealienated fromus; butasmanyofusas
they could catch, theykilled, andplundered
our inheritances. 25 Not against us only
did they stretch out their hand, but also
against all their borders. 26 Behold, they
are encamped this day against the citadel
at Jerusalem to take it. They have fortified
the sanctuary and Bethsura. 27 If you don’t
quickly prevent them, they will do greater
things than these, and you won’t be able to
control them.

28 When the king heard this, he was an-
gry, and gathered together all his† friends,
the rulers of his army, and those who were
over the cavalry. 29Bands of hired soldiers
came tohim fromother kingdomsand from
islands of the sea. 30 The number of his
forces was one hundred thousand infantry,
and twenty thousand cavalry, and thirty-
two elephants trained forwar. 31Theywent
through Idumaea, and encamped against
Bethsura, and fought against it many days,
and made engines of war. The Jews came
out and burned them with fire, and fought
valiantly.

32 Judas marched away from the citadel
and encamped at Bethzacharias, near the
king’s camp. 33 The king rose early in
the morning, and marched his army‡ at
full speed along the road to Bethzacharias.
His forces made themselves ready to bat-
tle and sounded their trumpets. 34 They
offered the elephants the juice of grapes
and mulberries, that they might prepare
them for the battle. 35 They distributed the
animals among the phalanxes. They set by
each elephant a thousand men armed with
coats of mail and helmets of brass on their
heads. Five hundred chosen cavalry were
appointed for each elephant. 36These were
ready beforehand, wherever the elephant
was. Wherever the elephant went, they
went with it. They didn’t leave it. 37 Strong,
covered wooden towers were upon them,
one upon each elephant, fastened upon it
with secure harnesses. Upon each were

four valiant men who fought upon them,
beside his Indian driver. 38 The rest of the
cavalry he set on this side and that side on
the two flanks of the army, striking terror
into the enemy, and protected by the pha-
lanxes. 39 Now when the sun shone upon
the shields of gold andbrass, themountains
lit up, and blazed like flaming torches.

40 A part of the king’s army was spread
upon the high hills and some on the low
ground, and they went on firmly and in or-
der. 41All who heard the noise of their mul-
titude, the marching of the multitude, and
the rattling of the weapons trembled; for
the armywas exceedingly great and strong.
42 Judas and his army drew near for battle,
and six hundred men of the king’s army
fell. 43 Eleazar, who was called Avaran,
saw one of the animals armed with royal
breastplates, and it was taller than all the
animals, and the king seemed to be on it.
44He gave his life to deliver his people, and
to get himself an everlasting name. 45 He
ran upon him courageously into the midst
of the phalanx, and killed on the right hand
and on the left, and they parted away from
him on this side and on that. 46 He crept
under the elephant, and stabbed it from
beneath, and killed it. The elephant fell
to the earth upon him, and he died there.
47They saw the strengthof thekingdomand
the fierce attack of the army, and turned
away from them.

48But the soldiers of the king’s armywent
up to Jerusalem to meet them, and the king
encamped toward Judeaand towardmount
Zion. 49 He made peace with the people
of Bethsura. He came out of the city be-
cause they had no food there to endure the
siege, because it was a Sabbath to the land.
50 The king took Bethsura, and appointed a
garrison there to keep it. 51 He encamped
against the sanctuary many days; and set
there mounds to shoot from, and engines
of war, and machines for throwing fire and
stones, and weapons to throw darts, and
slings. 52 The Jews also made engines of
war against their engines, and fought for
many days. 53 But there was no food in the
sanctuary, because it was the seventh year,
and those who fled for safety into Judea
from among the Gentiles had eaten up the
rest of the stores. 54 There were only a few
people left in the sanctuary, because the
famine prevailed against them, and they
were scattered, eachman to his own place.

55 Lysias heard that Philip, whom An-
tiochus the king, while he was yet alive,
appointed to raise his son Antiochus to be
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king, 56 had returned from Persia and Me-
dia, and with him the forces that went with
the king, and that he was seeking to take
control of the government. 57 He made
haste, and gave orders to depart. He said to
the king and the leaders of the army and to
the men, “We get weaker daily, our food is
scant, the placewherewe encamp is strong,
and the affairs of the kingdom lie upon us.
58 Now therefore let’s negotiate with these
men, and make peace with them and with
all their nation, 59 and covenant with them,
that they may walk after their own laws,
as before; for because of their laws which
weabolished theywereangered, anddidall
these things.”

60 The speech pleased the king and the
princes, and he sent to them tomake peace;
and they accepted it. 61 The king and the
princes swore to them. On these conditions,
they came out from the stronghold. 62Then
the king entered into mount Zion. He saw
the strengthof theplace, andbroke theoath
which he had sworn, and gave orders to
pull down the wall all around. 63 Then he
left in haste and returned to Antioch, and
found Philip master of the city. He fought
against him, and took the city by force.

7
1 In the one hundred fifty first year,*

Demetrius the son of Seleucus came out
of Rome, and went up with a few men to
a city by the sea, and reigned there. 2 It
came to pass, when he would go into the
house of the kingdomofhis fathers, that the
army laid hands on Antiochus and Lysias,
to bring them to him. 3 The thing became
known to him, and he said, “Don’t show
me their faces!” 4 So the army killed them.
Then Demetrius sat upon the throne of his
kingdom.

5 All the lawless and ungodly men of Is-
rael came to him. Alcimus was their leader,
desiring to be high priest. 6 They accused
the people to the king, saying, “Judas and
his kindredhavedestroyed all your friends,
and have scattered us from our own land.
7 Now therefore send a man whom you
trust, and let him go and see all the destruc-
tion which he has brought on us and the
king’s country, and how he has punished
them and all who helped them.” 8 So the
king chose Bacchides, one of the king’s†
friends, who was ruler in the country be-
yond the river, and was a great man in the
kingdom, and faithful to the king. 9He sent
him and that ungodly Alcimus, whom he
made the high priest; and he commanded

him to take vengeance upon the children of
Israel.

10 They marched away and came with a
great army into the land of Judah. He sent
messengers to Judas and his kindred with
words of peace deceitfully. 11 They paid no
attention to their words; for they saw that
theyhad comewith a great army. 12Agroup
of scribes gathered together to Alcimus and
Bacchides to seek just terms. 13 The‡ Hasi-
daeanswere the first among the children of
Israel who sought peace from them, 14 for
they said, “One who is a priest of the seed
of Aaron has come with the army, and he
will do us no wrong.” 15 He spoke with
them words of peace, and swore to them,
saying, “Wewon’t seek to harm you or your
friends.” 16 They trusted him. Then he
seized sixtymenof them, andkilled them in
one day, according to the word which was
written,
17 § The flesh of your saints

and their blood was shed all around
Jerusalem,

and there was no one to bury them.
18 The fear and the dread of them fell

upon all the people, for they said, “There
is neither truth nor justice in them; for
theyhavebroken the covenant and theoath
which they swore.” 19 Bacchides withdrew
from Jerusalem, and encamped in Bezeth.
He sent and seized many of the deserters
whowerewithhim, and someof thepeople,
and he killed them, throwing them into a
large pit. 20He placed Alcimus in charge of
the country and left with him a force to aid
him. ThenBacchideswent away to theking.

21Alcimus struggled to maintain his high
priesthood. 22All those who troubled their
people joined him, and they took control
of the land of Judah, and did great damage
in Israel. 23 Judas saw all the wrongs that
Alcimus and his company had done among
the children of Israel, even more than the
Gentiles. 24Hewent out into all the borders
of Judea and took vengeance on the men
who had deserted from him, and they were
restrained from going out into the country.
25 But when Alcimus saw that Judas and
his company had grown strong, and knew
that he was not able to withstand them,
he returned to the king, and brought evil
accusations against them.

26 *Then the king sent Nicanor, one of his
honorable princes, a man who hated Israel
andwas their enemy, and commanded him
to destroy the people. 27 Nicanor came
to Jerusalem with a great army. He sent
to Judas and his kindred deceitfully with
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words of peace, saying, 28 “Let there be no
battle between me and you; I will come
with a few men, that I may see your faces
in peace.” 29 He came to Judas, and they
saluted one another peaceably. The ene-
mies were ready to seize Judas by violence.
30 This was known to Judas, that he came
to him with deceit, and he was very afraid
of him, and would see his face no more.
31Nicanor found out that his plan was dis-
closed; and he went out to meet Judas in
battle beside Capharsalama. 32 About five
hundred men of Nicanor’s army fell, and
the rest fled into the city of David.

33 After these things, Nicanor went up to
mount Zion. Some of the priests came out
of the sanctuary, with some of the elders
of the people, to salute him peaceably, and
to show him the whole burned sacrifice
that was being offered for the king. 34 He
mocked them, laughed at them, derided
them shamefully,† spoke arrogantly, 35 and
swore in a rage, saying, “Unless Judas and
his army are now delivered into my hands,
it shall be that, if I return safely, I will
burn up this house!” And he went out
in a great rage. 36 The priests entered in,
and stood before the altar and the temple;
and they wept, and said, 37 “You chose this
house to be called by your name, to be a
house of prayer and supplication for your
people. 38Take vengeance on this man and
his army, and let them fall by the sword. Re-
member their blasphemies, anddon’t allow
them to live any longer.”

39ThenNicanorwent out from Jerusalem
and encamped in Bethhoron, and there the
Syrian army met him. 40 Judas encamped
in Adasa with three thousand men. Judas
prayed and said, 41 “When those who came
from the kingblasphemed, your angelwent
out, and struck among them one hundred
eighty-five thousand. 42 Even so, crush this
army before us today, and let all the rest
know that he has spoken wickedly against
your sanctuary. Judge him according to
his wickedness.” 43 On the thirteenth day
of the month Adar, the armies met in bat-
tle. Nicanor’s army was defeated, and he
himself was the first to fall in the battle.
44Nowwhenhis armysaw thatNicanorhad
fallen, they threw away their weapons and
fled. 45 They pursued them a day’s journey
from Adasa until you come to‡ Gazara, and
they sounded an alarm after themwith the
signal trumpets. 46 Men came out of all
the surrounding villages of Judea, and out-
flanked them. These turned them back on
those, and they all fell by the sword. There
wasn’t one of them left. 47 The Jews took

the spoils and the booty, and they cut off
Nicanor’s head and his right hand, which
he had stretched out so arrogantly, and
brought them, and hung them up beside
Jerusalem. 48 The people were exceedingly
glad, and they kept that day as a day of great
gladness. 49§Theyordained to keep this day
year by year on the thirteenth day of Adar.
50 So the land of Judah had rest a few days.

8
1 Judas heard of the fame of the Romans,

that they are valiant men, and have plea-
sure in all who join themselves to them,
and make friends with all who come to
them, 2and that they are valiant men. They
told him of their wars and exploits which
they do among the Gauls, and how they
conquered them, and forced them to pay
tribute; 3 and what things they did in the
land of Spain, that they might take control
of the silver and gold mines which were
there; 4 and how by their policy and persis-
tence they conquered all the place (and the
place was exceedingly far from them), and
the kings who came against them from the
uttermost part of the earth, until they had
defeated them, and struck them severely;
and how the rest give them tribute year by
year. 5 Philip, and Perseus, king of Chit-
tim, and those who lifted up themselves
against them, they defeated in battle, and
conquered them. 6Antiochus also, the great
king of Asia, came against them to battle,
havingonehundred twentyelephants,with
cavalry, chariots, and an exceedingly great
army, and he was defeated by them. 7They
took him alive, and decreed that both he
and those who reigned after him should
give them a great tribute, and should give
hostages, and a parcel of land from the
best of their provinces: 8 the countries of
India, Media, and Lydia. They took them
from him, and gave them to King Eumenes.
9 Judas heard how the Greeks planned to
come and destroy them, 10 but this be-
came known to them, and they sent against
them a general who fought against them,
and many of them fell down wounded to
death, and they made captive their wives
and their children, and plundered them,
and conquered their land, and pulled down
their strongholds, andplundered them, and
brought them into bondage to this day.
11 The remaining kingdoms and islands, as
many as rose up against them at any time,
they destroyed and made them to be their
servants; 12butwith their friends and those
who relied on them they stayed friends.
They conquered the kingdoms that were
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near and those thatwere far off, and all that
heard of their fame were afraid of them.
13Moreover, whoever they desired to help
and to make kings, these they make kings;
and whoever they desired, they depose.
They are exalted exceedingly. 14 For all
this, none of them ever put on a crown,
neither did they clothe themselves with
purple, as a display of grandeur. 15 Judas
heard how they had made for themselves
a senate house, and day by day, three hun-
dred twenty men sat in council, consulting
always for the people, to the end theymight
be well governed, 16 and how they commit
their government to one man year by year,
that he should rule over them, and control
all their country, andall are obedient to that
one, and there is neither envy nor emula-
tion among them.

17 So Judas chose Eupolemus the son of
John, the son of Accos, and Jason the son of
Eleazar, and sent them to Rome, to establish
friendship and alliance with them, 18 and
that they should free the yoke from them-
selves; for they saw that the kingdom of the
Greeks kept Israel in bondage. 19Then they
went to Rome, a very long journey, and they
entered into the senate house, and said,
20 “Judas, who is also called Maccabaeus,
and his kindred, and the people of the Jews,
have sent us to you, to make an alliance
and peace with you, and that we might be
registered as your allies and friends.”

21This thingwas pleasing to them. 22This
is the copy of the writing which they wrote
back again on tables of brass, and sent to
Jerusalem, that it might be with them there
for amemorial of peace and alliance:

23 “Good success be to the Romans, and
to the nation of the Jews, by sea and by
land forever. May the sword and the enemy
be far from them. 24 But if war arises for
Rome first, or any of their allies in all their
dominion, 25 the nation of the Jews shall
help them as allies, as the occasion shall
indicate to them, with all their heart. 26 To
those whomake war upon them, they shall
not give supplies, food, weapons, money, or
ships, as it has seemed good to Rome, and
they shall keep their ordinances without
taking anything in return. 27 In the same
way, moreover, if war comes first upon
the nation of the Jews, the Romans shall
willinglyhelp themasallies, as theoccasion
shall indicate to them; 28 and to those who
are fighting with them, there shall not be
given food, weapons, money, or ships, as
it has seemed good to Rome. They shall
keep these ordinances, and that without
deceit. 29According to these terms, the Ro-

mansmade a treatywith the Jewish people.
30 But if hereafter the one party and the
other shall determine to add or diminish
anything, they shall do it at their pleasure,
and whatever they add or take away shall
be ratified.

31 Concerning the evils which King
Demetrius is doing to them, we have
written tohim, saying, ‘Whyhaveyoumade
your yoke heavy on our friends and allies
the Jews? 32 If therefore they plead any
more against you, we will do them justice,
and fight with you on sea and on land.’ ”

9
1 Demetrius heard that Nicanor had

fallen with his forces in battle, and he
sent Bacchides and Alcimus again into
the land of Judah a second time, and the
right wing of his army with them. 2 They
went by the way that leads to Gilgal, and
encamped against Mesaloth, which is in
Arbela, and took possession of it, and
killed many people. 3 The first month
of the one hundred fifty-second year, *
they encamped against Jerusalem. 4 Then
they marched away and went to Berea
with twenty thousand infantry and two
thousand cavalry. 5 Judas was encamped
at Elasa with three thousand chosen men.
6 They saw the multitude of the forces, that
they were many, and they were terrified.
Many slipped away out of the army. There
were not left of them more than eight
hundredmen.

7 Judas saw that his army slipped away
and that the battle pressed upon him, and
he was very troubled in spirit, because he
had no time to gather them together, and
he became faint. 8 He said to those who
were left, “Let’s arise and go up against our
adversaries, if perhaps we may be able to
fight with them.”

9 They tried to dissuade him, saying,
“There isnowayweareable; but let’s rather
save our lives now. Let’s return again with
our kindred, and fight against them; butwe
are too few.”

10 Judas said, “Let it not be so that I should
do this thing, to flee from them. If our time
has come, let’s die in a manly way for our
kindred’s sake, and not leave a cause of
reproach against our honor.”

11The armymarched out from the camp,
and stood to encounter them. The cavalry
was divided into two companies, and the
slingers and the archers went before the
army, and all the mighty men that fought
in the front of the battle. 12 Bacchides

* 9:3 circa B.C. 161.
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was in the right wing. The phalanx ad-
vancedon the twoparts, and theyblewwith
their trumpets. 13 The men by Judas’ side
soundedwith their trumpets, and the earth
shook with the shout of the armies, and
the battle was joined, and continued from
morning until evening.

14 Judas saw that Bacchides and the
strength of his army were on the right side,
and all that were brave in heart went with
him, 15 and the right wing was defeated
by them, and he pursued after them to the
mount Azotus. 16 Those who were on the
left wing saw that the right wing was de-
feated, and they turned and followed in the
footsteps of Judas and of those who were
with him. 17 The battle became desparate,
and many on both sides fell wounded to
death. 18 Judas fell, and the rest fled.

19 Jonathan and Simon took Judas their
brother, and buried him in the tomb of his
ancestors at Modin. 20 They wept for him.
All Israel made great lamentation for him,
andmournedmany days, and said, 21 “How
is the mighty fallen, the savior of Israel!”
22The rest of the acts of Judas, and hiswars,
and the valiant deeds which he did, and his
greatness, are not written; for they were
exceedingly many.

23 It came to pass after the death of Judas,
that the lawless emergedwithin all the bor-
ders of Israel. All those who did iniquity
rose up. 24 In those days there was an
exceedingly great famine, and the country
went over to their side. 25 Bacchides chose
the ungodly men and made them rulers of
the country. 26They inquired and searched
for the friends of Judas, and brought them
to Bacchides, and he took vengeance on
them and used them despitefully. 27 There
was great suffering in Israel, such as was
not since the timeprophets stoppedappear-
ing to them.

28 All the friends of Judas were gath-
ered together, and they said to Jonathan,
29 “Since your brother Judas has died, we
have no man like him to go out against our
enemies and Bacchides, and among those
of our nation who hate us. 30 Now there-
fore we have chosen you this day to be our
prince and leader in his place, that youmay
fight our battles.” 31 So Jonathan took the
governance uponhimat that time, and rose
up in the place of his brother Judas.

32 When Bacchides found out, he tried
to kill him. 33 Jonathan, and Simon his
brother, and all who were with him, knew
it; and they fled into the wilderness of
Tekoah, and encamped by the water of the
pool of Asphar. 34 Bacchides found this out
on the Sabbath day, and came—he and all
his army—over the Jordan.

35 Jonathan sent his brother, a leader of
the multitude, and implored his friends
the Nabathaeans, that they might store
their baggage, whichwasmuch, with them.
36 The children of Jambri came out of Med-
aba, andseized Johnandall thathehad, and
went their way with it.

37 But after these things, they brought
word to Jonathan and Simon his brother
that thechildrenof Jambriwerecelebrating
a great wedding, and were bringing the
bride, a daughter of one of the great no-
bles of Canaan, fromNadabathwith a large
escort. 38 They remembered John their
brother, and went up, and hid themselves
under the cover of the mountain. 39 They
lifted up their eyes and looked, and saw a
great procession with much baggage. The
bridegroom came out with his friends and
hiskindred tomeet themwith timbrels,mu-
sicians, andmanyweapons. 40They rose up
against them from their ambush and killed
them, andmany fell wounded to death. The
remnant fled into the mountain, and the
Jews took all their spoils. 41 So the wedding
was turned intomourning, and the voice of
their musicians into lamentation. 42 They
avenged fully the blood of their brother,
and turned back to the marshes of the Jor-
dan.

43Bacchides heard it, and he came on the
Sabbath day to the banks of Jordan with a
great army. 44 Jonathan said to his com-
pany, “Let’s stand up now and fight for our
lives, for things are different today than
they were yesterday and the day before.
45For, behold, the battle is before us and be-
hind us. Moreover the water of the Jordan
is on this side and on that side, and marsh
and thicket. There is no place to escape.
46 Now therefore cry to heaven, that you
may be delivered out of the hand of your
enemies.” 47 So the battle was joined, and
Jonathan stretched out his hand to strike
Bacchides, and he turned away back from
him. 48 Jonathan and those who were with
him leapt into the Jordan, and swamover to
the other side. The enemy didn’t pass over
the Jordan against them. 49 About a thou-
sand men of Bacchides’ company fell that
day; 50 and he returned to Jerusalem. They
built strong cities in Judea, the stronghold
that was in Jericho, and Emmaus, Beth-
horon, Bethel, Timnath, Pharathon, and
Tephon,with highwalls and gates andbars.
51He set garrisons in them to harass Israel.
52 He fortified the city Bethsura, Gazara,
and the citadel, and put troops and stores
of food in them. 53 He took the sons of
the chief men of the country for hostages,
and put them under guard in the citadel at
Jerusalem.
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54 And in the one hundred fifty-third
year,† in the second month, Alcimus gave
orders to pull down the wall of the inner
court of the sanctuary. He also pulled down
the works of the prophets. 55 He began
to pull down. At that time was Alcimus
stricken, and hisworkswere hindered; and
his mouth was stopped, and he was taken
with a palsy, and he could no more speak
anything and give orders concerning his
house. 56 Alcimus died at that time with
great torment. 57 Bacchides saw that Al-
cimus was dead, and he returned to the
king. Then the land of Judah had rest for
two years.

58 Then all the lawless men took counsel,
saying, “Behold, Jonathan and his men are
dwelling at ease and in security. Now there-
fore we will bring Bacchides, and he will
capture them all in one night. 59They went
and consulted with him. 60 He marched
out and came with a great army, and sent
letters secretly to all his allies who were
in Judea, that they should seize Jonathan
and those who were with him; but they
couldn’t, because their plan was known
to them. 61 Jonathan’s men seized about
fifty of the men of the country who were
authors of the wickedness, and he killed
them. 62 Jonathan, Simon, and those who
were with him, went away to Bethbasi,
which is in the wilderness, and he built
up that which had been pulled down, and
they made it strong. 63 Bacchides found
out about it, and he gathered together all
his multitude, and sent orders to those who
were of Judea. 64 He went and encamped
against Bethbasi and fought against itmany
days, andmade engines of war.

65 Jonathan left his brother Simon in the
city, and went out into the country, and he
wentwith a fewmen. 66He struckOdomera
and his kindred, and the children of Phas-
iron in their tents. 67 They began to strike
them, and to go up with their forces. Then
Simon and those who were with him went
out of the city, and set the engines of war on
fire, 68and fought against Bacchides, andhe
was defeated by them. They afflicted him
severely; for his counsel and expedition
was in vain. 69 They were very angry with
the lawless men who gave him counsel to
come into the country, and theykilledmany
of them. Then he decided to depart into his
own land.

70 Jonathan learned of this and sent am-
bassadors to him, to the end that they
should make peace with him, and that he
should restore to them the captives. 71 He

accepted the thing, and did according to
his words, and swore to him that he would
not seek his harm all the days of his life.
72He restored to him the captives which he
had taken before out of the land of Judah,
and he returned and departed into his own
land, and didn’t come any more into their
borders. 73 Thus the sword ceased from Is-
rael. Jonathan livedatMichmash. Jonathan
began to judge thepeople; andhedestroyed
the ungodly out of Israel.

10
1 In the one hundred sixtieth year,*

Alexander Epiphanes, the son of Antiochus,
went up and took possession of Ptolemais.
They received him, and he reigned there.
2 King Demetrius heard about this, and he
gathered together exceedingly great forces,
and went out to meet him in battle.

3Demetrius sent a letter to Jonathanwith
words of peace, so as to honor him. 4 For
he said, “Let’s go beforehand tomake peace
with them, before he makes peace with
Alexander against us; 5 for he will remem-
ber all the evils that we have done against
him, and to his kindred and to his na-
tion.” 6 So he gave him authority to gather
together forces, and to provide weapons,
and that he should be his ally. He also
commanded that they should release the
hostages that were in the citadel to him.

7 Jonathan came to Jerusalem, and read
the letter in the hearing of all the people,
and of thosewhowere in the citadel. 8They
were very afraid when they heard that the
king had given him authority to gather to-
gether an army. 9 Those in the citadel
released the hostages to Jonathan, and he
restored them to their parents.

10 Jonathan lived in Jerusalem and be-
gan to build and renew the city. 11 He
commanded those who did the work to
build the walls and encircle Mount Zion
with† square stones for defense; and they
did so. 12 The foreigners who were in the
strongholds which Bacchides had built fled
away. 13 Each man left his place and de-
parted into his own land. 14 Only at Beth-
sura, therewere left some of thosewho had
forsaken the law and the commandments,
for it was a place of refuge to them.

15King Alexander heard all the promises
which Demetrius had sent to Jonathan.
They told him of the battles and the valiant
deeds which he and his kindred had done,
and of the troubles which they had en-
dured. 16So he said, “Couldwefind another
man like him? Now we will make him

† 9:54 circaB.C. 160. * 10:1 circaB.C. 153. † 10:11 So the versions and Josephus. Gr. four-foot stones. ‡ 10:16
See 1Maccabees 2:18. Compare 1Maccabees 10:65.
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our‡ friend and ally.” 17 He wrote a letter
and sent it to him, in these words, saying,
18 “King Alexander to his brother Jonathan,
greetings. 19Wehave heard of you, that you
are a mighty man of valour, and worthy to
be our§ friend. 20Now we have appointed
you this day to behighpriest of yournation,
and to be called the king’s* friend, and to
take our side, and to keep friendship with
us.” He also sent to him a purple robe and a
golden crown.

21And Jonathan put on the holy garments
in the seventh month of the one hundred
sixtieth year,† at the feast of tabernacles;
and he gathered together forces and pro-
vided weapons in abundance.

22WhenDemetriusheard these things, he
was grieved and said, 23 “What is this that
we have done, that Alexander has gotten
ahead of us in establishing friendship with
the Jews to strengthen himself? 24 I alsowill
write to themwords of encouragement and
of honor and of gifts, that they may be with
me to aid me.” 25 So he sent to them this
message:

“KingDemetrius to thenation of the Jews,
greetings. 26 Since as you have kept your
covenants with us, and continued in our
friendship, and have not joined yourselves
to our enemies, we have heard of this, and
are glad. 27Now continue still to keep faith
with us, andwewill repay youwith good in
return for your dealings with us. 28Wewill
grant you many immunities and give you
gifts.

29 “Now I free you and release all the Jews
from the tributes, from the salt tax, and
from the crown levies. 30 Instead of the
third part of the seed, and instead of half
of the fruit of the trees, which falls to me to
receive, I release it from this dayandhence-
forth, so that I will not take it from the land
of Judah, and from the three districtswhich
are added to it from the country of Samaria
and Galilee, from this day forth and for all
time. 31Let Jerusalembeholy and free,with
her borders, tithes, and taxes. 32 I yield up
also my authority over the citadel which is
at Jerusalem, and give it to the high priest,
that he may appoint in it men whom he
chooses to keep it. 33Every soul of the Jews
who has been carried captive from the land
of Judah into any part of my kingdom, I set
at liberty without payment. Let all officials
also cancel the taxes on their livestock.

34 “All the feasts, the Sabbaths, new
moons, appointed days, three days before a
feast, and three days after a feast, let them
all be days of immunity and release for all

the Jewswho are inmykingdom. 35Noman
shall have authority to exact anything from
any of them, or to trouble them concerning
anymatter.

36 “Let there be enrolled among the king’s
forces about thirty thousand men of the
Jews, and pay shall be given to them, as
is due to all the king’s forces. 37 Of them,
some shall be placed in the king’s great
strongholds, and some of them shall be
placed over the affairs of the kingdom,
which are positions of trust. Let those who
are over them and their rulers be of them-
selves, and let them walk after their own
laws, even as the king has commanded in
the land of Judah.

38 “The three districts that have been
added to Judea from the country of
Samaria, let them be annexed to Judea,
that they may be reckoned to be under one
ruler, that they may not obey any other
authority than the high priest’s. 39 As for
Ptolemais and its land, I have given it as a
gift to the sanctuary that is at Jerusalem,
for the expenses of the sanctuary. 40 I also
give every year fifteen thousand shekels
of silver from the king’s revenues from
the places that are appropriate. 41 And
all the additional funds which those who
manage the king’s affairs didn’t pay as in
the first years, they shall give from now on
toward the works of the temple. 42 Besides
this, the five thousand shekels of silver
which they received from the uses of the
sanctuary from the revenue year by year
is also released, because it belongs to the
priests who minister there. 43 Whoever
flees to the temple that is at Jerusalem, and
within all of its borders, whether one owe
money to the king, or any other matter, let
them go free, along with all that they have
in my kingdom. 44 For the building and
renewing of the structures of the sanctuary,
the expense shall also be given out of the
king’s revenue. 45 For the building of the
walls of Jerusalem and fortifying it all
around, the expense shall also be given out
of the king’s revenue, also for the building
of the walls in Judea.”

46 Now when Jonathan and the people
heard these words, they gave no credence
to them, and didn’t accept them, because
they remembered the great evil which he
had done in Israel, and that he had afflicted
them very severely. 47 They were well
pleasedwithAlexander, because hewas the
firstwho spokewords of peace to them, and
they were allies with him always.

§ 10:19 See 1 Maccabees 2:18. Compare 1 Maccabees 10:65. * 10:20 See 1 Maccabees 2:18. Compare 1 Maccabees
10:65. † 10:21 circa B.C. 153.
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48 King Alexander gathered together
great forcesandencampednearDemetrius.
49The two kings joined battle, and the army
of Alexander fled; and Demetrius followed
afterhim, andprevailedagainst them. 50He
strengthened the battle exceedingly until
the sunwent down; and Demetrius fell that
day.

51 Alexander sent ambassadors to
Ptolemy king of Egypt with this message:
52 “Since I have returned to my kingdom,
and am seated on the throne of my fathers,
and have established my dominion, and
have overthrown Demetrius, and have
taken possession of our country— 53 yes, I
joined the battle with him, and he and his
army were defeated by us, and we sat on
the throne of his kingdom— 54now also let’s
make friends with one another. Give me
now your daughter as my wife. I will be
joined with you, and will give both you and
her gifts worthy of you.”

55 Ptolemy the king answered, saying,
“Happy is the day you returned to the land
of your ancestors and sat on the throne of
their kingdom. 56 Now I will do to you as
youhavewritten, butmeetmeat Ptolemais,
that we may see one another; and I will
join with you, even as you have said.” 57 So
Ptolemy went out of Egypt, himself and
Cleopatra his daughter, and came to Ptole-
mais in the one hundred sixty-second year.‡
58KingAlexandermethim, andhegavehim
his daughter Cleopatra, and celebrated her
wedding at Ptolemais with great pomp, as
kings do.

59King Alexanderwrote to Jonathan, that
he should come to meet him. 60 He went
with pomp to Ptolemais, and met the two
kings. He gave them and their friends§
silver and gold, and many gifts, and found
favor in their sight. 61 Some malcontents
out of Israel, men who were transgressors
of the law, gathered together against him to
complain against him; but the king paid no
attention to them. 62 The king commanded
that they take off Jonathan’s garments and
clothe him in purple, and they did so. 63The
king made him sit with him, and said to his
princes, “Go out with him into the midst
of the city, and proclaim that no man may
complain against him of anymatter, and let
no man trouble him for any reason.” 64 It
came to pass, when those who complained
against him saw his honor according to the
proclamation, and saw him clothed in pur-
ple, they all fled away. 65 The king gave
him honor, and enrolled him among his

chief friends,* andmade him a captain and
governor of a province. 66 Then Jonathan
returned to Jerusalemwith peace and glad-
ness.

67 In the one hundred sixty-fifth year,†
Demetrius, son of Demetrius, came out
of Crete into the land of his ancestors.
68 When King Alexander heard of it, he
grieved exceedingly and returned to Anti-
och. 69 Demetrius appointed Apollonius,
who was over Coelesyria, and he gath-
ered together a great army, and encamped
against Jamnia, and sent to Jonathan the
high priest, saying,

70 “You alone lift up yourself against us,
but I am ridiculed and in reproach because
of you. Why do you assume authority
against us in the mountains? 71Now there-
fore, if you trust in your forces, come down
to us into the plain, and let’smatch strength
with each other there; for the power of the
cities is withme. 72Ask and learnwho I am,
and the rest who help us. They say, ‘Your
foot can’t stand before our face; for your
ancestors have been put to flight twice in
their own land.’ 73Nowyouwon’t be able to
withstand the cavalry and such an army as
this in the plain, where is there is no stone
or pebble, or place to flee.”

74 Now when Jonathan heard the words
of Apollonius, he was moved in his mind,
and he chose ten thousand men, and went
out from Jerusalem; and Simon his brother
met him to help him. 75 Then he encamped
against Joppa. The people of the city shut
him out, because Apollonius had a garrison
in Joppa. 76 So they fought against it. The
people of the city were afraid, and opened
to him; and Jonathan became master of
Joppa.

77 Apollonius heard about that, and he
gathered an army of three thousand cav-
alry, and a great army, and went to Azo-
tus as though he were on a journey, and
at the same time advanced onward into
the plain, because he had a multitude of
cavalry which he trusted. 78 He pursued
him to Azotus, and the armies joined bat-
tle.‡ 79 Apollonius had secretly left a thou-
sand cavalry behind them. 80 Jonathan
learned that there was an ambush behind
him. They surrounded his army, and shot
their arrows at the people, from morning
until evening; 81 but the people stood fast,
as Jonathan commanded them; and the en-
emy’s horses grew tired.

82Then Simon brought forward his army
and joined battle with the phalanx (for the

‡ 10:57 circa B.C. 151. § 10:60 See 1 Maccabees 2:18. Compare 1 Maccabees 10:65. * 10:65 See 1 Maccabees
11:27; 2 Maccabees 8:9. Compare 1 Maccabees 2:18; 10:16, etc. † 10:67 circa B.C. 148. ‡ 10:78 Most of the
authorities here repeat after him.
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cavalrywere exhausted), and theywere de-
feated by him and fled. 83The cavalry were
scattered in the plain. They fled to Azotus
and entered into Beth-dagon, their idol’s
temple, to save themselves. 84 Jonathan
burned Azotus and the cities around it and
took their spoils. He burned the temple of
Dagon and those who fled into it with fire.
85 Those who had fallen by the sword plus
those who were burned were about eight
thousandmen.

86 From there, Jonathan left and en-
camped against Ascalon. The people of
the city came out to meet him with great
pomp. 87 Jonathan, with those who were
on his side, returned to Jerusalem, having
many spoils. 88 It came to pass, when King
Alexander heard these things, he honored
Jonathan even more. 89He sent him a gold
buckle, as the custom is to give to the king’s
kindred. He gave him Ekron and all its land
for a possession.

11
1 Then the king of Egypt gathered to-

gether great forces, as the sand which is by
the sea shore, and many ships, and sought
tomakehimselfmasterofAlexander’sking-
dom by deceit, and to add it to his own
kingdom. 2 He went out into Syria with
words of peace, and the people of the cities
opened their gates to him and met him; for
King Alexander’s command was that they
shouldmeethim, becausehewashis father-
in-law. 3Nowas he entered into the cities of
Ptolemais, he set his forces for a garrison in
each city.

4 But when he came near to Azotus, they
showed him the temple of Dagon burned
with fire, and Azotus and its pasture lands
destroyed, and the bodies cast out, and
those who had been burned, whom he
burned in thewar, for they hadmade heaps
of them in his way. 5 They told the king
what Jonathan had done, that they might
cast blame on him; but the king kept silent.
6 Jonathanmet the kingwithpompat Joppa,
and they greeted one another, and they
slept there. 7 Jonathan went with the king
as far as the river that is called Eleutherus,
then returned to Jerusalem.

8 But King Ptolemy took control of the
cities along the sea coast, to Selucia which
is by the sea, and he devised evil plans
concerning Alexander. 9 He sent ambas-
sadors to King Demetrius, saying, “Come!
Let’s make a covenant with one another,
and I will give you my daughter whom
Alexander has, and you shall reign over
your father’s kingdom; 10 for I regret that I

gavemy daughter to him, for he tried to kill
me. 11He accused him, because he coveted
his kingdom. 12 Taking his daughter from
him, he gave her to Demetrius, and was es-
tranged from Alexander, and their enmity
was openly seen.

13 Ptolemy entered into Antioch, and put
on himself the crown of Asia. He put two
crowns upon his head, the crown of Egypt
and that of Asia. 14But King Alexander was
in Cilicia at that time, because the people
of that region were in revolt. 15 When
Alexander heard of it, he came against him
in war. Ptolemy marched out and met him
with a strong force, and put him to flight.
16Alexander fled into Arabia, that hemight
be sheltered there; but King Ptolemy was
triumphant. 17Zabdiel the Arabian took off
Alexander’s head, and sent it to Ptolemy.
18 King Ptolemy died the third day after,
and thosewhowere inhis strongholdswere
slain by the inhabitants of the strongholds.
19 Demetrius became king in the one hun-
dred sixty-seventh year.*

20 In those days Jonathan gathered to-
gether the Judeans to take the citadel that
was at Jerusalem. He made many engines
of war to use against it. 21 Some lawless
men who hated their own nation went to
the king and reported to him that Jonathan
was besieging the citadel. 22He heard, and
was angry, but when he heard it, he set
out immediately, and came to Ptolemais,
and wrote to Jonathan, that he should not
besiege it, and that he shouldmeet him and
speak with him at Ptolemais with all speed.

23But when Jonathan heard this, he gave
orders to continue the siege. He chose some
of the elders of Israel and of the priests,
and put himself in peril 24 by taking silver,
gold, clothing, and various other presents,
and went to Ptolemais to the king. Then he
found favor in his sight. 25 Some lawless
men of those who were of the nation made
complaints against him, 26 and the king did
to him even as his predecessors had done
to him, and exalted him in the sight of all
his† friends, 27 and confirmed to him the
high priesthood, and all the other honors
that he had before, and gave him preem-
inence among his‡ chief friends. 28 And
Jonathan requested of the king that he
would make Judea free from tribute, along
with the three§ provinces and the coun-
try of Samaria, and promised him three
hundred talents. 29 The king consented,
andwrote letters to Jonathanconcerningall
these things as follows:

* 11:19 circa B.C. 146. † 11:26 See 1Maccabees 2:18. ‡ 11:27 See 1Maccabees 10:65. § 11:28 Gr. toparchies
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30 “King Demetrius to his brother
Jonathan, and to the nation of the Jews,
greetings. 31 The copy of the letter which
we wrote to Lasthenes our kinsman
concerning you, we have written also to
you, that youmay see it. 32 ‘King Demetrius
to Lasthenes his father, greetings. 33 We
have determined to do good to the nation
of the Jews, who are our friends, and
observe what is just toward us, because
of their good will toward us. 34 We have
confirmed therefore to them the borders of
Judea, and also the three governments of
Aphaerema, Lydda, and Ramathaim (these
were added to Judea from the country of
Samaria), and all their territory to them, for
all who do sacrifice in Jerusalem, instead of
the king’s dues which the king received of
them yearly before from the produce of the
earth and the fruits of trees. 35 As for the
other payments to us from henceforth, of
the tithes and the taxes that pertain to us,
and the salt pits, and the crown taxes due
to us, all these we will give back to them.
36Not one of these grants shall be annulled
from this time forth and forever. 37 Now
therefore be careful tomake a copy of these
things, and let it be given to Jonathan, and
let it be set up on the holy mountain in a
suitable and conspicuous place.’ ”

38 When King Demetrius saw that the
land was quiet before him, and that no
resistance was made to him, he sent away
all his troops, each man to his own place,
except the foreign troops, which he had
raised from the islands of the Gentiles. So
all the troops of his fathers hated him.
39Now Tryphon was one of those who pre-
viously had been on Alexander’s side, and
he sawthat all the forcesmurmuredagainst
Demetrius. So he went to Imalcue the Ara-
bian, who was raising up Antiochus the
young child of Alexander, 40 and urgently
insisted to him that he should deliver him
to him, that he might reign in his father’s
place. He told him all that Demetrius had
done, and the hatred with which his forces
hated him; and he stayed there many days.

41Now Jonathan sent to King Demetrius,
that he should remove the troops of the
citadel from Jerusalem, and the troops who
were in the strongholds; for they fought
against Israel continually. 42 Demetrius
sent to Jonathan, saying, “I will not only
do this for you and your nation, but I will
greatly honor you and your nation, if I find
an opportunity. 43Now therefore you shall
do well if you send me men who will fight
for me; for all my forces have revolted.”
44 So Jonathan sent him three thousand

valiant men to Antioch. They came to the
king, and the kingwas glad at their coming.

45 The people of the city gathered them-
selves together into the midst of the city,
to the number of one hundred and twenty
thousand men, and they wanted to kill the
king. 46 The king fled into the court of the
palace, and the people of the city seized the
main streets of the city and began to fight.
47The king called the Jews to help him, and
they were gathered together to him all at
once, and they dispersed themselves in the
city, and killed that day about one hundred
thousand. 48 They set the city on fire, and
seized many spoils that day, and saved the
king. 49 The people of the city saw that
the Jews had taken control of the city as
they pleased, and they became faint in their
hearts, and they cried out to the king with
supplication, saying, 50 “Give us your right
hand, and let the Jews cease from fighting
against us and the city.” 51 They threw
away their weapons and made peace. The
Jews were glorified in the sight of the king,
and before all who were in his kingdom.
Then they returned to Jerusalem, having
much plunder. 52 So King Demetrius sat
on the throne of his kingdom, and the land
was quiet before him. 53 He lied in all
that he spoke, and estranged himself from
Jonathan, and didn’t repay him according
to the benefits with which he had repaid
him, and treated him very harshly.

54Now after this, Tryphon returned, and
with him the young child Antiochus, who
reigned and put on a crown. 55 All the
forceswhichDemetrius had sent awaywith
disgrace were gathered to him, and they
fought against him, and he fled and was
routed. 56 Tryphon took the elephants, and
took control of Antioch. 57 The young Anti-
ochus wrote to Jonathan, saying, “I confirm
to you the high priesthood, and appoint you
over the four districts, and to be one of the
king’s* friends.” 58 He sent to him golden
vessels and furniture for the table, andgave
him permission to drink in golden vessels,
and to be clothed in purple, and to have
a golden buckle. 59 He made his brother
Simon governor from the Ladder of Tyre to
the borders of Egypt.

60 Jonathanwent out and tookhis journey
beyond the river and through the cities. All
the forces of Syria gathered themselves to
him tobehis allies. He came toAscalon, and
the people of the city met him honorably.
61He departed from there to Gaza, and the
people of Gaza shut himout. So he besieged
it and burned its pasture lands with fire,
and plundered them. 62The people of Gaza

* 11:57 See 1Maccabees 2:18.
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pleaded with Jonathan, and he gave them
his right hand, and took the sons of their
princes for hostages, and sent them away
to Jerusalem. Then he passed through the
country as far as Damascus.

63 Then Jonathan heard that Demetrius’
princes had come to Kedesh, which is in
Galilee, with a great army, intending to
remove him from his office. 64He went to
meet them, but he left Simon his brother
in the country. 65 Simon encamped against
Bethsura, and fought against it many days,
and hemmed it in. 66 They asked him to
give them his right hand, and he gave it to
them. He removed them from there, took
possession of the city, and set a garrison
over it.

67 Jonathan and his army encamped at
the water of Gennesareth, and early in the
morning they marched to the plain of Ha-
zor. 68 Behold, an army of foreigners met
him in the plain. They laid an ambush for
him in the mountains, but they themselves
met him face to face. 69But thosewho lay in
ambush rose out of their places and joined
battle. All those who were on Jonathan’s
side fled. 70Not one of themwas left, except
Mattathias the son of Absalom, and Judas
the son of Chalphi, captains of the forces.
71 Jonathan tore his clothes, put dirt on his
head, and prayed. 72 He turned again to
them in battle, and routed them, and they
fled. 73 When the men on his side who
had fled saw this, they returned to him and
pursued with him to Kedesh to their camp,
and they encamped there. 74 About three
thousand men of the foreigners fell on that
day. Then Jonathan returned to Jerusalem.

12
1 Jonathan saw that the time was favor-

able for him, so he chose men and sent
them to Rome to confirm and renew the
friendship that they had with them. 2 He
also sent similar letters to the Spartans,
and to other places. 3 They went to Rome,
entered into the senate house, and said,
“Jonathan the high priest and the nation of
the Jews have sent us to renew for them
the friendshipand thealliance, as in former
time.” 4 They gave them letters to the men
ineveryplace, that they shouldprovide safe
conduct for themon theirway to the land of
Judah. 5This is the copy of the letters which
Jonathan wrote to the Spartans:

6“Jonathan thehighpriest, and the senate
of the nation, and the priests, and the rest of
the people of the Jews, to their kindred the
Spartans, greetings. 7Even before this time

letters were sent to Onias the high priest
from Arius,* who was reigning among you,
to signify that you are our kindred, as the
copy written below shows. 8 Onias wel-
comed honorably the man who was sent
and received the letters, wherein declara-
tion was made of alliance and friendship.
9 Therefore we also, even though we need
none of these things, having for our encour-
agement the holy books which are in our
hands, 10 have undertaken to send that we
might renew our brotherhood and friend-
ship with you, to the end that we should
not become estranged from you altogether;
for a long time has passed since you sent
your letter to us. 11We therefore at all times
without ceasing, both in our feasts, and on
the other convenient days, remember you
in the sacrifices which we offer, and in our
prayers, as it is right and proper to bemind-
ful of kindred. 12Moreover, we are glad for
your glory. 13But as for ourselves, many af-
flictions andmanywars have encompassed
us, and the kings who are around us have
fought against us. 14We were unwilling to
be troublesome to you, and to the rest of
our allies and friends, in these wars; 15 for
we have the help which is from heaven to
help us, and we have been delivered from
our enemies, and our enemies have been
humbled. 16We chose therefore Numenius
the son of Antiochus and Antipater the son
of Jason, andhave sent them to theRomans,
to renew the friendship that we had with
them, and the former alliance. 17We com-
manded them therefore to go also to you,
and to salute you, and to deliver you our let-
ters concerning the renewing of friendship
and our brotherhood. 18And now you will
do well if you give us a reply.”

19And this is the copy of the letters which
they sent to Onias:

20 “Arius king of the Spartans to Onias
the chief priest, greetings. 21 It has been
found in writing, concerning the Spartans
and the Jews, that they are kindred, and
that they are of the descendants of Abra-
ham. 22 Now, since this has come to our
knowledge, you will do well to write to us
of your† prosperity. 23We moreover write
on our part to you, that your livestock and
goods are ours, and ours are yours. We do
command therefore that they make report
to you accordingly.”

24 Now Jonathan heard that Demetrius’
princes had returned to fight against him
with a greater army than before, 25 so he
marched away from Jerusalem, and met
them in the country of Hamath; for he

* 12:7 So the old Latin versions and Josephus: compare also ver. 20. All the other authorities read Darius in this place.
† 12:22 Gr. peace
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gave them no opportunity to set foot in his
country. 26 He sent spies into his camp,
and they came again, and reported to him
that they were preparing to attack them at
night. 27 But as soon as the sun was down,
Jonathan commanded his men to watch,
and to be armed, that all the night long
theymight be ready for battle. He stationed
sentinels around the camp. 28 The adver-
saries heard that Jonathan and his men
were ready for battle, and they feared, and
trembled in their hearts, and they kindled
fires in their camp then withdrew. 29 But
Jonathan and his men didn’t know it until
the morning; for they saw the fires burn-
ing. 30 Jonathan pursued after them, but
didn’t overtake them; for they had gone
over the river Eleutherus. 31Then Jonathan
turned toward theArabians,who are called
Zabadaeans, and struck them, and took
their spoils. 32He came out from there, and
came to Damascus, and took his journey
through all the country.

33 Simon went out, and took his journey
as far as Ascalon, and the strongholds that
were near it. Then he turned toward Joppa
and tookpossessionof it; 34 forhehadheard
that they were planning to hand over the
stronghold to Demetrius’ men. He set a
garrison there to guard it.

35Then Jonathan returned and called the
elders of the people together. He planned
with them to build strongholds in Judea,
36 and to make the walls of Jerusalem
higher, and to raise a great mound between
the citadel and the city, to separate it from
the city, that so it might be isolated, that its
garrisonmight neither buy nor sell. 37They
were gathered together to build the city.
Part of the wall of the brook that is on the
east side fell down, and he repaired the
section called Chaphenatha. 38 Simon also
built Adida in the‡ plain country, made it
strong, and set up gates and bars.

39And Tryphon sought to reign over Asia
and to crown himself, and to stretch out his
hand against Antiochus the king. 40He was
afraid that Jonathan wouldn’t allow him,
and that he would fight against him; and
he sought a way to seize him, that he might
destroy him. So he marched out and came
to Bethshan. 41 Jonathan came out to meet
him with forty thousand men chosen for
battle, and came to Bethshan. 42 Tryphon
saw that he camewith a great army, and he
was afraid to stretch out his hand against
him. 43 He received him honorably, and
commended him to all his§ friends, and
gave him gifts, and commanded his forces
to be obedient to him, as to himself. 44He

said to Jonathan, “Whyhave you put all this
people to so much trouble, seeing there is
nowarbetweenus? 45Nowsend themaway
to their homes, but choose for yourself a
few men who shall be with you, and come
with me to Ptolemais, and I will give it to
you, and the rest of the strongholds and the
rest of the forces, and all the king’s officers.
Then I will turn around and depart; for this
is why I came.”

46 He put his trust in him, and did even
as he said, and sent away his forces, and
they departed into the land of Judah. 47But
he reserved to himself three thousandmen,
of whom he left two thousand in Galilee,
but one thousand went with him. 48 Now
as soon as Jonathan entered into Ptolemais,
the people of Ptolemais shut the gates and
seized him. They killed all those who came
in with himwith the sword.

49 Tryphon sent troops and cavalry into
Galilee, and into the Great Plain, to de-
stroy all Jonathan’s men. 50 They per-
ceived that he had been seized and had per-
ished, alongwith thosewhowerewith him.
They encouraged one another and went
on their way close together, prepared to
fight. 51Those who followed them saw that
they were ready to fight for their lives, and
turnedbackagain. 52Theyall came inpeace
into the land of Judah, and they mourned
for Jonathan and those who were with
him, and they were very afraid. All Israel
mourned with a great mourning. 53And all
the Gentiles whowere around them sought
to destroy themutterly; for they said, “They
have no ruler nor anyone to help them.
Now therefore let’s fight against them, and
takeaway theirmemory fromamongmen.”

13
1Simonheard that Tryphonhadgathered

together a mighty army to come into the
land of Judah and destroy it utterly. 2 He
saw that the peoplewere trembling in great
fear. So he went up to Jerusalem and gath-
ered the people together. 3He encouraged
them, and said to them, “You yourselves
know all the things that I, my kindred, and
my father’s house have done for the laws
and the sanctuary, and the battles and the
distresses which we have seen. 4 Because
of this, all my brothers have perished for
Israel’s sake, and I am left alone. 5 Now
be it far from me, that I should spare my
own life in any time of affliction, for I am
not better than my kindred. 6 However, I
will take vengeance for my nation, for the
sanctuary, and for our wives and children,

‡ 12:38 Gr. Sephela. § 12:43 See 1Maccabees 2:18.



1Maccabees 13:7 875 1Maccabees 13:44

because all the Gentiles have gathered out
of hatred to destroy us.”

7 The spirit of the people revived as soon
as theyheard thesewords. 8Theyanswered
with a loud voice, saying, “You are our
leader in the place of Judas and Jonathan
your brothers. 9 Fight our battles, and we
will do all that you tell us to do.”

10 He gathered together all the men of
war, and hurried to finish the walls of
Jerusalem. He fortified it all around. 11He
sent Jonathan the son of Absalom, andwith
him a great army, to Joppa. He threw out
those whowere in it, and lived there.

12 Tryphon left Ptolemais with a mighty
army to enter into the land of Judah, and
Jonathan was with him under guard. 13But
Simon encamped at Adida, near the plain.
14 Tryphon knew that Simon had risen up
in the place of his brother Jonathan, and
meant to join battle with him, so he sent
ambassadors to him, saying, 15 “It is for
money which Jonathan your brother owed
to the king’s treasury, by reason of the of-
fices which he had, that we are detaining
him. 16 Now send one hundred talents of
silver and two of his sons for hostages, so
that when he is released he may not revolt
against us, and wewill release him.”

17 Simon knew that they spoke to him
deceitfully, but he sent to get the money
and the children, lest perhaps he would
arouse great hostility among the people,
18whomight say, “Because I didn’t sendhim
the money and the children, he perished.”
19 So he sent the children and the hundred
talents, but Tryphon lied, and didn’t release
Jonathan.

20After this, Tryphon came to invade the
land and destroy it, and he went around
by the way that leads to Adora. Simon and
his armymarched near him to every place,
wherever he went. 21 Now the people of
the citadel sent to Tryphon ambassadors,
urging him to come to them through the
wilderness, and to send them food. 22 So
Tryphon prepared all his cavalry to come,
but on that night a very heavy snow fell,
and he didn’t come because of the snow.
He marched off and went into the land of
Gilead. 23When he came near to Bascama,
hekilled Jonathan, andhewasburied there.
24 Then Tryphon turned back, and went
away into his own land.

25 Simon sent, and took the bones of
Jonathan his brother, and buried him at
Modin, the city of his fathers. 26 All Is-
rael made great lamentation over him, and
mourned for himmany days. 27Simonbuilt

a monument on the tomb of his father and
his kindred, and raised it high so that it
could be seen, with polished stone on the
front and back. 28 He also set up seven
pyramids, one near another, for his father,
his mother, and his four brothers. 29 For
these, he made an elaborate setting, erect-
ing great pillars around them, and upon
the pillars he made suits of armor for a
perpetualmemorial, and beside the suits of
armor, he carved ships, so that they could
be seen by all who sail on the sea. 30 This
is the tomb which he made at Modin. It
remains to this day.

31Now Tryphon deceived the young King
Antiochus and killed him, 32 and reigned
in his place. He put on himself the crown
of Asia and brought a great calamity upon
the land. 33 Simon built up the strongholds
of Judea, and walled them all around with
high towers, great walls, gates, and bars;
and he stored food in the strongholds.
34 Simon chose men, and sent to King
Demetrius with a request that he grant
the country an immunity, because all that
Tryphon did was to plunder. 35 King
Demetrius sent to him according to these
words, and answered him, and wrote a
letter to him, as follows:

36 “King Demetrius to Simon the high
priest and friend* of kings, and to the elders
and nation of the Jews, greetings. 37 The
golden crown and the palm branch, which
you sent, we have received. We are ready
tomake a steadfast peacewith you, yes, and
to write to our officers to release you from
tribute. 38Whatever thingsweconfirmed to
you, they are confirmed. The strongholds,
which youhavebuilt, let thembeyour own.
39As for any oversights and faults commit-
ted to this day, we forgive them, and the
crown taxwhich youowedus. If therewere
any other tax collected in Jerusalem, let it
be collected no longer. 40 If any among you
are qualified to be enrolled in our court, let
them be enrolled, and let there be peace
between us.”

41 In the one hundred seventieth year,†
the yoke of the Gentiles was taken away
from Israel. 42 The people began to write
in their instruments and contracts, “In the
first year of Simon, the great highpriest and
captain and leader of the Jews.”

43 In thosedays Simonencampedagainst‡
Gazara, and surrounded it with troops. He
made a seige engine, and brought it up to
the city, and struck a tower, and captured
it. 44 Those who were in the engine leaped

* 13:36 See 1 Maccabees 2:18. † 13:41 circa B.C. 143. ‡ 13:43 See 1 Maccabees 13:53 (compare 1 Maccabees
13:48); 1 Maccabees 14:7, 34; 15:28; 16:1: also Josephus. All the authorities read Gaza in this verse.
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out into the city; and there was a great
uproar in the city. 45 The people of the
city tore their clothes, and went up on the
walls with their wives and children, and
criedwitha loudvoice, askingSimon togive
them§ his right hand. 46 They said, “Don’t
dealwithus according to ourwickednesses,
but according to your mercy.” 47 So Simon
was reconciled to them, and didn’t fight
against them; but he expelled them from
the city and cleansed the houses where the
idols were, and then entered into it with
singing and giving praise. 48 He removed
all uncleanness out of it, and placed in it
men who would keep the law, and made
it stronger than it was before, and built a
dwelling place for himself in it.

49 But the people of the citadel in
Jerusalem were hindered from going out
and from going into the country, and
from buying and selling. So they were
very hungry, and a great number of them
perished from famine. 50 Then they cried
out to Simon, that he should give them
his right hand; and he gave it to them;
but he expelled them from there, and he
cleansed the citadel from its pollutions.
51He entered into it on the twenty-third day
of the second month, in the one hundred
seventy-first year,* with praise and palm
branches, with harps, with cymbals, and
with stringed instruments, with hymns,
and with songs, because a great enemy
had been destroyed out of Israel. 52 Simon
ordained that they should keep that day
every year with gladness. He made the
hill of the temple that was by the citadel
stronger than before, and he lived there
with his men. 53 Simon saw that his son
John was a man, so he made him leader of
all his forces; and he lived in Gazara.

14
1 In the one hundred seventy-second

year,* King Demetrius gathered his forces
together, and went into Media to get help,
thathemightfight against Tryphon. 2When
Arsaces, the king of Persia and Media,
heard that Demetrius had come into his
borders, he sent one of his princes to take
him alive. 3 He went and struck the army
of Demetrius, and seized him and brought
him to Arsaces, who put him under guard.

4 The land had rest all the days of Si-
mon. He sought the good of his nation.
His authority and his honor was pleasing
to them all his days. 5 Amid all his honors,
he took Joppa for a harbor, and made it an
entrance for the islands of the sea. 6 He

enlarged the borders of his nation and took
possession of the country. 7 He gathered
together a great number of captives, and
took control of Gazara, Bethsura, and the
citadel, and he removed its uncleannesses
from it. There was no one who resisted
him. 8 They tilled their land in peace, and
the land gave her increase, and the trees
of the plains gave their fruit. 9 The old
men sat in the streets; they all conversed
together about good things. The youngmen
put on glorious and warlike apparel. 10He
provided food for the cities and furnished
themwithmeans of defense, until the glory
of his name was known to the end of the
earth. 11 He made peace in the land, and
Israel rejoiced with great joy. 12 Each man
sat under his vine andhis fig tree, and there
was no one to make them afraid. 13 No
one was left in the land who fought against
them. The kings were defeated in those
days. 14 He strengthened all those of his
people who were humble. He searched
out the law, and every lawless and wicked
person he took away. 15 He glorified the
sanctuary, and added to the vessels of the
temple.

16 It was heard at Rome that Jonathan
was dead, and even in Sparta, and they
were exceedingly grieved. 17 But as soon
as they heard that his brother Simon was
made high priest in his place, and ruled the
country and the cities in it, 18 they wrote
to him on brass tablets to renew with him
the friendship and the alliance which they
had confirmed with his brothers Judas and
Jonathan. 19 These were read before the
congregation at Jerusalem.

20This is the copy of the letters which the
Spartans sent:

“The rulers and the city of the Spartans,
to Simon the high priest, to the elders, the
priests, and the rest of the people of the
Jews, our kindred, greetings. 21 The am-
bassadors who were sent to our people re-
ported to us about your glory and honor.
We were glad for their coming, 22 and we
registered the things that were spoken by
them in the public records† as follows: ‘Nu-
menius sonofAntiochus, andAntipater son
of Jason, the Jews’ ambassadors, came to
us to renew the friendship they had with
us. 23 It pleased the people to entertain the
men honorably, and to put the copy of their
words in the public records,‡ to the end
that the people of the Spartans might have
a record of them. Moreover they wrote
a copy of these things to Simon the high
priest.’ ”

§ 13:45 Gr. right hands. * 13:51 circa B.C. 142. * 14:1 circa B.C. 141. † 14:22 Gr. counsels of the people.
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24 After this, Simon sent Numenius to
Romewithagreat shieldof goldofweighing
one thousand minas,§ in order to confirm
the alliance with them.

25 But when the people heard these
things, they said, “What thanks shall we
give to Simon and his sons? 26 For he and
his brothers and the house of his father
have made themselves strong, and have
fought and chased away Israel’s enemies,
and confirmed liberty to Israel.*” 27 So they
wrote on tablets of brass, and set them on
pillars on mount Zion. This is the copy of
the writing:

“On the eighteenth day of Elul, in the
one hundred seventy-second year,† which
is the third year of Simon the high priest,
28 in Asaramel, in a great congregation of
priests and people and princes of the na-
tion, and of the elders of the country, it
was proclaimed to us:‡ 29 ‘Since wars often
occurred in the country, Simon the son of
Mattathias, the sonof the sonsof Joarib, and
his brothers, put themselves in jeopardy
and withstood the enemies of their nation,
that their sanctuary and the law might be
established, and glorified their nation with
great glory. 30 Jonathan rallied the nation,
became their high priest, andwas gathered
to his people. 31 Their enemies planned to
invade their country, that they might de-
stroy their country utterly, and stretch out
their hands against their sanctuary. 32Then
Simon rose up and fought for his nation.
He spent much of his own money to arm
the valiantmen of his nation and give them
wages. 33 He fortified the cities of Judea
and Bethsura that lies on the borders of
Judea, where the weapons of the enemies
were had been stored, and there he placed
a garrison of Jews. 34 He fortified Joppa
which is upon the sea, and Gazara which
is upon the borders of Azotus, where the
enemies used to live, andplaced Jews there,
and set in there all things necessary for
their restoration. 35Thepeople sawSimon’s
faith,§ and the glory which he resolved to
bring to his nation, and they made him
their leader andhighpriest, becausehehad
done all these things, and for the justice and
the faith which he kept to his nation, and
because he sought by all means to exalt his
people. 36 In his days, things prospered in
his hands, so that the Gentiles were taken
away out of their country, and they also
who were in the city of David, those who
were in Jerusalem, who had made them-

selves a citadel, out of which they used
to go, and polluted everything around the
sanctuary, and did great damage to its pu-
rity. 37 He placed Jews in it and fortified
it for the safety of the country and the
city, and made high the walls of Jerusalem.
38 King Demetrius confirmed to him the
high priesthood according to these things,
39 and made him one of his friends,* and
honoredhimwith great honor; 40 forhehad
heard that the Jews had been called by the
Romans friends, allies, and kindred, and
that they had met the ambassadors of Si-
monhonorably; 41and that the Jewsand the
priestswerewell pleased that Simonshould
be their leader andhighpriest forever, until
there should arise a faithful prophet; 42and
that he should be governor over them, and
should take charge of the sanctuary, to set
them over their works, and over the coun-
try, and over the weapons, and over the
strongholds; and that he should take charge
of the sanctuary, 43 and that he should be
obeyed by all, and that all contracts in the
country should be written in his name, and
that he should be clothed in purple, and
weargold; 44and that it shouldnotbe lawful
for any of the people or of the priests to
nullify any of these things, or to oppose the
words that he should speak, or to gather
an assembly in the country without him, or
to be clothed in purple, or wear a buckle
of gold; 45 but whoever should do other-
wise, or nullify any of these things, he will
be liable to punishment.’ ” 46 All the peo-
ple consented to ordain for Simon that he
should do according to these words. 47 So
Simon accepted this, and consented to be
highpriest, and tobe captainandgovernor†
of the Jews and of the priests, and to be
protector of all.

48They commanded to put thiswriting on
tablets of brass, and to set them up within
the precinct of the sanctuary in a conspicu-
ous place, 49 and moreover to put copies of
them in the treasury, so that Simon and his
sons might have them.

15
1 Antiochus son of Demetrius the king

sent a letter from the islands of the sea to
Simon the priest and* governor of the Jews,
and to all the nation. 2 Its contents follow:

“King Antiochus to Simon the chief priest
and† governor, and to the nation of the
Jews, greetings. 3Whereas certain trouble-
makers have made themselves masters of
the kingdomof our fathers, butmy purpose

§ 14:24 1,000 minas is about 499 kg or 1,098 pounds. * 14:26 Gr. him. † 14:27 circa B.C. 141. ‡ 14:28 Gr.

hemade known. § 14:35 Some authorities read acts. * 14:39 See 1Maccabees 2:18. † 14:47 Gr. ethnarch.
* 15:1 Gr. ethnarch. † 15:2 Gr. ethnarch.
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is to claim the kingdom, that Imay restore it
as itwasbefore; andmoreover Ihaveraised
a multitude of foreign soldiers, and have
prepared warships; 4 moreover I plan to
land in the country, that I may punish those
who have destroyed our country, and those
who havemademany cities in the kingdom
desolate; 5 now therefore I confirm to you
all the tax remissions which the kings who
were before me remitted to you, and what-
ever gifts besides they remitted toyou, 6and
Ipermit you to coinmoney for your country
with your own stamp, 7 but that Jerusalem
and the sanctuary should be free. All the
weapons that you have prepared, and the
strongholds that you have built, which you
have in your possession, let them remain
yours. 8 Every debt owed to the king, and
the things thatwill be owed to theking from
henceforth and for evermore, let them be
remitted to you. 9Moreover, when we have
established our kingdom, we will glorify
you and your nation and the temple with
great glory, so that your glory will be made
manifest in all the earth.

10 In the one hundred seventy-fourth
year,‡ Antiochus went into the land of his
fathers; and all the forces came together
to him, so that there were few men with
Tryphon. 11 King Antiochus pursued him,
and he came, as he fled, to Dor, which is
by the sea; 12 for he knew that troubles
had come upon him all at once, and that
his forces had deserted him. 13 Antiochus
encamped against Dor, and with him one
hundred twenty thousand men of war and
eight thousand cavalry. 14 He surrounded
the city, and the ships joined in the attack
from the sea. He harassed the city by land
and sea, and permitted no one to go out or
in.

15Numenius andhis company came from
Rome, having letters to the kings and to
the countries, in which were written these
things:

16 “Lucius, consul of the Romans, to King
Ptolemy, greetings. 17 The Jews’ ambas-
sadors came to us as our friends and allies,
to renew the old friendship and alliance,
being sent from Simon the high priest, and
from the people of the Jews. 18 Moreover
they brought a shield of gold weighing one
thousandminas.§ 19 It pleased us therefore
to write to the kings and to the countries,
that they shouldnot seek theirharmorfight
against them, their cities, and their country,
or be allies with those who fight against
them. 20Moreover, it seemed good to us to

receive the shield from them. 21 If therefore
any troublemakers have fled from their
country to you, deliver them to Simon the
high priest, that he may take vengeance on
them according to their law.”

22 He wrote the same things to King
Demetrius, to Attalus, to Arathes, to Ar-
saces, 23 to all the countries, to* Sampsames,
to the Spartans, to Delos, to Myndos, to
Sicyon, to Caria, to Samos, to Pamphylia,
to Lycia, to Halicarnassus, to Rhodes, to
Phaselis, to Cos, to Side, to Aradus, Gortyna,
Cnidus, Cyprus, and Cyrene. 24 They also
wrote this copy to Simon the high priest.

25 But King Antiochus encamped against
Dor the second day, bringing his forces up
to it continually, and making engines of
war; and he shut up Tryphon from going
in or out. 26 Simon sent him two thousand
chosen men to fight on his side, with silver,
gold, and instruments ofwar in abundance.
27He would not receive them, but nullified
all the covenants which he had made with
him before, and was estranged from him.
28 He sent to him Athenobius, one of his
friends,† to confer with him, saying, “You
hold possession of Joppa, Gazara, and the
citadel that is in Jerusalem, cities of my
kingdom. 29 You have devastated their ter-
ritory, and done great harm in the land,
and control of many places in my king-
dom. 30Now therefore hand over the cities
which you have taken, and the tributes of
the places which you have taken control of
outside of the borders of Judea; 31 or else
give me for them five hundred talents of
silver; and for theharm that youhavedone,
and the tributes of the cities, another five
hundred talents. Otherwise we will come
and subdue you.”

32 Athenobius, the king’s friend,‡ came
to Jerusalem. When he saw the glory of
Simon, the cupboard of gold and silver
vessels, and his great attendance, he was
amazed. He reported to him the king’s
words. 33Simon answered, and said to him,
“Wehavenot taken othermen’s landnor do
wehavepossessionof thatwhichbelongs to
others, but of the inheritance of our fathers.
However, it had been in possession of our
enemies wrongfully for a while. 34 But we,
having opportunity, firmly hold the inher-
itance of our fathers. 35 As for Joppa and
Gazara, which you demand, they did great
harm among the people throughout our
country. We will give one hundred talents
for them.”
Athenobius didn’t answer even one

‡ 15:10 circa B.C. 139 § 15:18 1,000 minas is about 499 kg. or about 1,098 pounds. * 15:23 Some authorities
read Sampsaces: the Latin versions have Lampsacus. † 15:28 See 1 Maccabees 2:18. ‡ 15:32 See 1 Maccabees
2:18.
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word, 36 but returned in a rage to the king,
and reported to him these words, and
the glory of Simon, and all that he had
seen; and the king was exceedingly angry.
37Meanwhile, Tryphon embarked onboard
a ship, and fled to Orthosia.

38 The king appointed Cendebaeus chief
captain of the sea coast, and gave him
troops of infantry and cavalry. 39He com-
manded him to encamp against Judea, and
he commandedhim to build upKidron, and
to fortify the gates, and that he should fight
against the people; but the king pursued
Tryphon. 40 So Cendebaeus came to Jamnia
and began to provoke the people, and to
invade Judea, and to take the people cap-
tive and kill them. 41 He built Kidron and
stationed cavalry and infantry there, to the
end that going out they might make raids
on the highways of Judea, as the king had
commanded him.

16
1 John went up from Gazara and told Si-

mon his father what Cendebaeus was do-
ing. 2 Simon called his two oldest sons,
Judas and John, and said to them, “I andmy
brothers andmy father’s househave fought
the battles of Israel from our youth, even to
this day; and things have prospered in our
hands, that we have often delivered Israel.
3 But now I am old, and you moreover, by
his mercy, are of a sufficient age. Take the
place of me andmy brother, and go out and
fight for our nation; and let the help which
is from heaven be with you.

4 He chose out of the country twenty
thousand men of war and cavalry, and
they went against Cendebaeus, and slept at
Modin. 5 Rising up in the morning, they
went into the plain, and, behold, a great
army of infantry and cavalry came to meet
them. There was a brook between them.
6He encamped near them, he and his peo-
ple. He saw that the people were afraid
to pass over the brook, and he passed over
first. When the men saw him, they passed
over after him. 7 He divided the people,
and placed the calvary in the midst of the
infantry; but the enemies’ cavalry were
exceedingly many. 8 They sounded the
trumpets; and Cendebaeus and his army
were put to flight, and many of them fell
wounded to death, but those who were left
fled to the stronghold. 9At that time Judas,
John’s brother, waswounded; but John pur-
sued after them until he came to Kidron,
which Cendebaeus had built. 10 They fled
to the towers that are in the fields of Azo-
tus; and he burned it with fire. About two

thousand men men of them fell. Then he
returned into Judea in peace.

11 Ptolemy the son of Abubus had been
appointed governor over the plain of Jeri-
cho, and he had much silver and gold;
12 for he was the high priest’s son-in-law.
13 His heart was lifted up, and he planned
to make himself master of the country, and
he made deceitful plans against Simon and
his sons, to do away with them. 14 Now
Simon was visiting the cities that were in
the country, and attending to their needs.
Hewentdownto Jericho—himselfwithMat-
tathias and Judas his sons—in the one hun-
dred seventy-seventh year,* in the eleventh
month, which is the month Sebat. 15 The
son of Abubus received them deceitfully
into the little stronghold that is called Dok,
which he had built, and made them a great
banquet, and hid men there. 16 When Si-
monandhis sons haddrunk freely, Ptolemy
and his men rose up, took their weapons,
rushed in against Simon in the banqueting
place, and killed him, his two sons, and
some of his servants. 17 He committed a
great iniquity, and repaid evil for good.

18Ptolemy wrote these things and sent to
the king, that he should send him forces
to aid him, and should deliver him their
country and the cities. 19He sent others to
Gazara to do away with John. To the cap-
tains of thousands, he sent letters to come
to him, that he might give them silver, gold,
and gifts. 20He sent others to take posses-
sionof Jerusalemand the templehill. 21One
ran before to Gazara, and told John that his
father and kindred had perished, and he
has sent to kill you also. 22When he heard,
he was greatly shocked. He seized the men
who came to destroy him and killed them;
for he perceived that they were seeking to
destroy him.

23 And the rest of the acts of John and of
his wars and of his valiant deeds which he
did, and of the building of the walls which
he built, and of his achievements, 24behold,
they are written in the chronicles† of his
high priesthood, from the time that he was
made high priest after his father.

* 16:14 circa B.C. 136. † 16:24 Gr. book of days.



2Maccabees 1:1 880 2Maccabees 1:29

The Second Book of the
Maccabees

The Second Book of the Maccabees is rec-
ognized as Deuterocanonical Scripture by
the Roman Catholic, Greek Orthodox, and
Russian Orthodox Churches.

1 The kindred, the Jews who are in
Jerusalemand thosewho are in the country
of Judea, send greetings and good peace to
the kindred, the Jews who are throughout
Egypt. 2 May God do good to you, and re-
member his covenantwithAbraham, Isaac,
and Jacob, his faithful servants, 3 and give
you all a heart to worship him and do his
will with a strong heart and a willing soul.
4 May God open your heart to his law and
his statutes, andmake peace, 5 and listen to
your requests, and be reconciled with you,
and not forsake you in an evil time. 6Now
we are praying for you here.

7 In the reign of Demetrius, in the one
hundred sixty-ninth year, we the Jews have
already written to you in the suffering and
in the distress that has come upon us in
these years, from the time that Jason and
his company revolted from the holy land
and the kingdom, 8 and set the gate on fire,
and shed innocent blood. We prayed to the
Lord, andwereheard. Weoffered sacrifices
and meal offerings. We lit the lamps. We
set out the show bread.* 9 Now see that
youkeep thedays of the feast of tabernacles
in the month Chislev in the one hundred
eighty-eighth year.

10The people of Jerusalem and thosewho
are in Judea, with the senate and Judas, to
Aristobulus, King Ptolemy’s teacher, who
is also of the stock of the anointed priests,
and to the Jews who are in Egypt, we send
greetings and health.

11Having been saved by God out of great
perils, as men arrayed against a king, we
thank him greatly. 12 For he threw out
into Persia those who fought against us in
the holy city. 13 For when the prince had
come there, with an army that seemed irre-
sistible, they were cut to pieces in the tem-
ple of Nanaea by the treachery of Nanaea’s
priests. 14 For Antiochus, on the pretense
that he would marry her, came into the
place, he and his friends who were with
him, that they might take a large part of
the treasures as a dowry. 15 And when
the priests of Nanaea’s temple had set the
treasures out, andhehad come therewith a
small companywithin thewall of the sacred

precinct, they locked the temple when An-
tiochus had come in. 16Opening the secret
door of the panelled ceiling, they threw
stones and struck down the prince. They
cut him and his company in pieces, and
cut off their heads, and threw them to the
people who were outside. 17Blessed be our
God in all things, who handed over those
who had committed impiety.

18 Since we are now about to celebrate
the purification of the temple in the month
Chislev, on the twenty-fifth day, we thought
it necessary to notify you, so that you may
also keep a feast of tabernacles, and re-
member the fire which was given when
Nehemiah offered sacrifices, after he had
built both the temple and the altar.

19 For indeed when our fathers were
about to be led into the land of Persia, the
godly priests of that time took some of the
fire of the altar, andhid it secretly in thehol-
low of awell that waswithoutwater, where
theymadesure that theplacewasunknown
to anyone. 20Nowaftermanyyears,when it
pleased God, Nehemiah, having received a
charge from the king of Persia, sent in quest
of the fire the descendants of the priests
who hid it. When they declared to us that
theyhad foundnofire, but thick liquid, 21he
commanded them to draw some of it out
andbring it to him. When the sacrifices had
been offered, Nehemiah commanded the
priests to sprinkle with that liquid both the
wood and the things laid on it. 22When that
was done and some time had passed, and
the sun shoneout,whichbeforewashidden
with clouds, a great blaze was kindled, so
that all men marveled. 23 The priests made
a prayer while the sacrifice was being con-
sumed—both the priests and all the others.
Jonathan led and the rest responded, as
Nehemiah did.

24 The prayer was like this: “O Lord,
Lord God, the Creator of all things, who are
awesome, strong, righteous, and merciful,
who alone are King and gracious, 25 who
alone supply every need, who alone are
righteous, almighty, and eternal, you who
save Israel out of all evil, who chose the
ancestors and sanctified them, 26accept the
sacrifice for all your people Israel, and pre-
serve your own portion, and consecrate it.
27Gather together our scattered people, set
at liberty those who are in bondage among
the heathen, look upon those who are de-
spised and abhorred, and let the heathen
know that you are our God. 28Punish those
who oppress us and in arrogance shame-
fully entreat us. 29Plant yourpeople in your
holy place, even as Moses said.”

* 1:8 Gr. loaves
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30 Then the priests sang the hymns. 31As
soon as the sacrifice was consumed, then
Nehemiah commanded that the rest of the
liquid be poured on large stones. 32When
this was done, a flame was kindled; but
when the light from the altar shone back,
it went out. 33 When the matter became
known, and it was told the king of the Per-
sians that, in the place where the priests
who were led away had hid the fire, the
liquidappearedwhichNehemiahand those
who were with him purified the sacrifice,
34 then the king enclosed the place and
made it sacred after he had investigated
the matter. 35 When the king would show
favor to any, he would exchange many
presents and give them some of this liquid.
36Nehemiah and those who were with him
called this thing “Nephthar”, which is by
interpretation, “Cleansing”; but most men
call it Nephthai.

2
1 It is also found in the records that

Jeremiah the prophet commanded those
who were carried away to take some of the
fire, as has beenmentioned, 2 and how that
the prophet charged those who were car-
ried away, having given them the law, that
they should not forget the statutes of the
Lord or be led astray in their minds when
they saw images of gold and silver, and
their adornment. 3With other such words
exhorted he them, that the law should not
depart from their hearts.

4 It was in the writing that the prophet,
being warned by God, commanded that the
tabernacle and the ark should follow with
him,* when he went out to the mountain
where Moses had gone up and saw God’s
inheritance. 5 Jeremiah came and found a
cave, he brought the tabernacle, the ark,
and the altar of incense into it; then he
sealed the entrance. 6 Some of those who
followed with him came there that they
might mark the way, and could not find
it. 7But when Jeremiah learned about that,
he rebuked them, saying, “The place shall
be unknown until God gathers the people
together again and shows mercy. 8 Then
the Lord will disclose these things, and the
glory of the Lord shall be seen with the
cloud, as it was also shown to Moses, also
as Solomon implored that the place might
be consecrated greatly, 9 and it was also
declared that he, having wisdom, offered a
sacrifice of dedication, and of the finishing
of the temple. 10 As Moses prayed to the
Lord andfire camedownout of heaven and
consumed the sacrifice, even so Solomon

also prayed, and the fire came down and
consumed the burnt offerings. 11 †Moses
said, ‘Because the sin offering had not been
eaten, it was consumed in like manner.’
12Likewise Solomon kept the eight days.”

13 The same things were reported both
in the public archives and in Nehemiah’s
records, and also how he, founding a li-
brary, gathered together the books about
the kings and prophets, and the writings
of David, and letters of kings about sacred
gifts. 14 In like manner Judas also gathered
together forusall thosebooks thathadbeen
scattered by reason of thewar, and they are
still with us. 15 If therefore you have need
of them, send some people to bring them to
you.

16 Seeing then that we are about to cele-
brate the purification, we write to you. You
will therefore do well if you celebrate the
days. 17Now God, who saved all his people,
and restored the heritage to all, with the
kingdom, the priesthood, and the consecra-
tion, 18 even as he promised through the
law—in God havewehope, that hewill soon
havemercyuponus, andgatherus together
out of everywhere under heaven into his
holy place; for he delivered us out of great
evils, and purified the place.

———————
19Now the things concerning Judas Mac-

cabaeus and his brothers, the purification
of the greatest temple, the dedication of
the altar, 20 and further the wars against
Antiochus Epiphanes and Eupator his son,
21 and the manifestations that came from
heaven to those who fought with one an-
other in brave deeds for the religion of the
Jews; so that, being but a few, they seized
the whole country, chased the barbarous
multitudes, 22 recovered again the temple
renowned all the world over, freed the city,
and restored the laws which were about
to be overthrown, seeing the Lord became
gracious to themwith all kindness. 23These
things which have been declared by Jason
of Cyrene in five books, we will attempt to
abridge in one book. 24 For having in view
the confusedmass of the numbers, and the‡
difficulty which awaits those who would
enter into the narratives of the history,
by reason of the abundance of the matter,
25wewere careful that thosewho choose to
read may be attracted, and that those who
wish us well may find it easy to recall, and
that all readers may benefit. 26 Although
to us, who have taken upon ourselves the
painful labor of the abridgement, the task

* 2:4 Gr. and when. The Greek text here is probably corrupt. † 2:11 See Leviticus 10:16 and 9:24. ‡ 2:24 Or,
weariness
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is not easy, but a matter of sweat and sleep-
lessness, 27 even as it is no light thing to
himwho prepares a banquet, and seeks the
benefit of others. Nevertheless, for the sake
of the gratitude of the many we will gladly
endure the painful labor, 28 leaving to the
historian the exact handling of every par-
ticular, and again having no strength to fill
in the outlines of our abridgement. 29For as
themasterbuilder of anewhousemust care
for the whole structure, and again he who
undertakes to decorate and paint it must
seek out the things fit for its adorning; even
so I think it is also with us. 30To occupy the
ground, and to indulge in long discussions,
and to be curious in particulars, is fitting
for the first author of the history; 31 but to
strive after brevity of expression, and to
avoid a labored fullness in the treatment,
is to be granted to him who would bring a
writing into a new form. 32Here then let’s
begin the narration, only adding this much
to that which has already been said; for it
is a foolish thing tomake a long prologue to
the history, and to abridge the history itself.

3
1When the holy city was inhabited with

unbroken peace and the laws were kept
very well because of the godliness of Onias
the high priest and his hatred of wicked-
ness, 2 it came to pass that even the kings
themselves honored the place and glorified
the temple with the noblest presents, 3 so
that even King Seleucus of Asia bore all the
costs belonging to the services of the sacri-
fices out of his own revenues. 4 But a man
named Simon of the tribe of Benjamin, hav-
ing been made guardian of the temple, dis-
agreedwith the high priest about the ruling
of themarket in the city. 5Whenhe couldn’t
overcome Onias, he went to Apollonius of
*Tarsus, who at that time was governor of
Coelesyria and Phoenicia. 6Hebrought him
word how that the treasury in Jerusalem
was full of untold sums of money, so that
the multitude of the funds was innumer-
able, and that they didn’t pertain to the
account of the sacrifices, but that itwas pos-
sible that these should fall under the king’s
power. 7When Apollonius met the king, he
informed him of the money about which
he had been told. So the king appointed
Heliodorus, who was his chancellor, and
sent him with a command to accomplish
the removal of the reported money. 8 So
Heliodorus set out on his journey at once,
ostensibly to visit the cities of Coelesyria

and Phoenicia, but in fact to execute the
king’s purpose.

9 When he had come to Jerusalem and
had been courteously received by the high
priest of the city, he told him about the
information which had been given, and de-
clared why he had come; and he inquired
if in truth these things were so. 10 The
highpriest explained tohimthat therewere
in the treasury deposits of widows and or-
phans, 11 and moreover some money be-
longing to Hyrcanus the son of Tobias, a
man in very high place, not as that impi-
ous Simon falsely alleged; and that in all
there were four hundred talents of silver
and two hundred of gold, 12 and that it was
altogether impossible that wrong should
be done to those who had put trust in the
holiness of the place, and in the majesty
and inviolable sanctity of the temple, hon-
ored over all the world. 13 But Heliodorus,
because of the king’s command given him,
said that in any case this money must be
confiscated for the king’s treasury.

14 So having appointed a day, he entered
in to direct the inquiry concerning these
matters; and there was no small distress
throughout the whole city. 15 The priests,
prostrating themselves before the altar in
their priestly garments, and called toward
heaven upon him who gave the law con-
cerning deposits, that he should preserve
these treasures safe for those who had de-
posited them. 16Whoever saw the appear-
ance of the high priest was wounded in
mind; for his countenance and the change
of his color betrayed the distress of his soul.
17For a terror and a shuddering of the body
had come over the man, by which the pain
that was in his heart was plainly shown to
thosewho lookedathim. 18Thosewhowere
in the houses rushed out in crowds tomake
a universal supplication, because the place
was about to come into dishonor. 19 The
women, girded with sackcloth under their
breasts, thronged the streets. The virgins
who were kept indoors ran together, some
to the gates, others to the walls, and some
looked out through the windows. 20 All,
stretching out their hands toward heaven,
made their solemn supplication. 21 Then it
was pitiful to see the multitude prostrating
themselves all mixed together, and the anx-
iety of the high priest in his great distress.

22 While therefore they called upon the
Almighty Lord to keep the things entrusted
to them † safe and secure for thosewho had
entrusted them, 23 Heliodorus went on to
execute thatwhichhadbeendecreed. 24But
when he was already present there with

* 3:5 Greek Thraseas † 3:22 Gr. safe with all security.
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his guards near the treasury, the Sovereign
of spirits and of all authority caused a
great manifestation, so that all who had
presumed to come with him, stricken with
dismay at the power of God, fainted in ter-
ror. 25 For they saw a horse with a fright-
ening rider, adorned with beautiful trap-
pings, and he rushed fiercely and struck
at Heliodorus with his forefeet. It seemed
like he who sat on the horse had com-
plete armor of gold. 26 Two others also
appeared to him, young men notable in
their strength, and beautiful in their glory,
and splendid in their apparel, who stood
by him on either side, and scourged him
unceasingly, inflicting on him many sore
stripes. 27When he had fallen suddenly to
the ground, and great darkness had come
over him, his guards picked him up and put
him on a stretcher, 28 and carried him—this
manwho had just now enteredwith a great
retinue and all his guard into the afore-
said treasury, himself now brought to utter
helplessness, manifestly made to recognize
the sovereignty of God. 29 So, while he,
through theworking ofGod, speechless and
bereft of all hope and deliverance, lay pros-
trate, 30 they blessed the Lord who acted
marvelously for his own place. The temple,
which a little before was full of terror and
alarm,wasfilledwith joyandgladnessafter
the Almighty Lord appeared.

31But quickly some ofHeliodorus’s famil-
iar friends implored Onias to call upon the
Most High to grant life to himwho lay quite
at the last gasp. 32 The high priest, secretly
fearing lest the king might come to think
that some treachery towardHeliodorushad
been perpetrated by the Jews, brought a
sacrifice for the recovery of the man. 33But
as the high priest was making the atoning
sacrifice, the same young men appeared
again to Heliodorus, arrayed in the same
garments. They stood and said, “Give Onias
the high priest great thanks, for for his sake
the Lord has granted you life. 34 See that
you, since you have been scourged from
heaven, proclaim to all men the sovereign
majesty of God.” When they had spoken
these words, they vanished out of sight.
35 So Heliodorus, having offered a sacrifice
to the Lord and vowed ‡great vows to him
who had saved his life, and having bidden
Onias farewell, returned with his army to
the king. 36He testified to allmen theworks
of the greatest God, which he had seenwith
his eyes.

37When the king asked Heliodorus what

sort of manwas fit to be sent yet once again
to Jerusalem, he said, 38 “If you have any en-
emy or conspirator against the state, send
him there, and you will receive him back
well scourged, if he even escapes with his
life; because truly there is some power of
God in that place. 39 For he who has his
dwelling in heaven himself has his eyes on
that place and helps it. Those who come to
hurt it, he strikes and destroys.”

40This was the history of Heliodorus and
the keeping of the treasury.

4
1 The previously mentioned Simon, who

had given information about the money
against his country, slandered Onias, say-
ing that it was he who had incited He-
liodorus and had been the real cause of
these evils. 2 He dared to call him a con-
spirator against the state who was actually
the benefactor of the city, the guardian of
his fellow countrymen, and a zealot for the
laws. 3When his hatred grew so great that
even murders were perpetrated through
one of Simon’s approved agents, 4 Onias,
seeing the danger of the contention, and
that *Apollonius the son ofMenestheus, the
governor of Coelesyria and Phoenicia, was
increasing Simon’smalice, 5appealed to the
king, not to be an accuser of his fellow-
citizens, but looking to the good of all the†
people, bothpublic andprivate; 6 forhe saw
that without the king’s involvement it was
impossible for the state to obtain peace any
more, and that Simonwould not cease from
his madness.

7 When Seleucus was deceased, and An-
tiochus, who was called Epiphanes, suc-
ceeded to the kingdom, Jason the brother
of Onias supplanted his brother in the high
priesthood, 8 having promised to the king
at an audience three hundred sixty talents
of silver, and out of another fund eighty
talents. 9 In addition to this, heundertook to
assign onehundredfiftymore, if itmight be
allowed him ‡through the king’s authority
to set him up a gymnasium and a body of
youths to be trained in it, and to register
the inhabitants of Jerusalem as citizens of
Antioch. 10 When the king had assented,
and Jason had taken possession of the of-
fice, he immediately shifted those of his
own race to the Greek way of life. 11 Setting
aside the royal ordinances of special favor
to the Jews, granted by the means of John
the father of Eupolemus, who went on the

‡ 3:35 Gr. greatest. * 4:4 Compare 2Maccabees 4:21. See also 2Maccabees 3:5. TheGreek as commonly readmeans
Apollonius, as being the governor...Phoenicia, did rage, and increase etc. † 4:5 Gr. multitude. ‡ 4:9 Gr. through
his.
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mission to the Romans to establish friend-
ship and alliance, and seeking to overthrow
the lawfulways of living, he brought in new
customs forbidden by the law. 12 For he
eagerly establishedagymnasiumunder the
citadel itself, and caused the noblest of the
young men to wear the Greek hat. 13 Thus
there was an extreme of hellenization, and
an advance of a foreign religion, by reason
of the exceeding profaneness of Jason, who
was an ungodly man and not a high priest;
14 so that the priests had no more any zeal
for the services of the altar; but despising
the sanctuary and neglecting the sacrifices,
they hastened to enjoy that which was un-
lawfully provided in the wrestling arena,
after the summons to the discus-throwing.
15They despised the honors of their fathers,
and valued the prestige of the Greeks best
of all. 16 For this reason, severe calamity
overtook them. The men whose ways of
living theyearnestly followed, and towhom
they desired to be made like in all things,
these became their enemies and punished
them. 17 For it is not a light thing to show
irreverence to God’s laws, but later events
will make this clear.

18Nowwhen certain games that came ev-
eryfifthyearwerekeptatTyre, and theking
was present, 19 the vile Jason sent sacred
envoys,§ asbeingAntiochiansof Jerusalem,
bearing three hundred drachmas of silver
to the sacrifice of Hercules, which even the
bearers thereof thought not right to use for
any sacrifice, because it was not fit, but to
spend it for another purpose. 20 Although
the intended purpose of the sender this
money was for the sacrifice of Hercules,
yet on account of *present circumstances
it went to the construction of trireme war-
ships.

21Now when Apollonius the son of Men-
estheus was sent into Egypt for the † en-
thronement of Philometor as king, Anti-
ochus, learning that Philometor had shown
himself hostile toward the government,
took precautions for the security of his
realm. Therefore, going to Joppa, he trav-
elled on to Jerusalem. 22 Being magnifi-
cently receivedby Jasonand the city, hewas
brought inwith torches and shouting. Then
he led his army down into Phoenicia.

23Now after a space of three years, Jason
sent Menelaus, the previously mentioned
Simon’s brother, to carry the money to the
king, and tomake reports concerning some
necessary matters. 24 But he being com-
mended to the king, and having been glori-
fied by the display of his authority, secured

the high priesthood for himself, outbidding
Jason by three hundred talents of silver.
25 After receiving the royal mandates, he
returned bringing nothing worthy of the
high priesthood, but having the passion of a
cruel tyrantand therageofa savageanimal.
26 So Jason, who had supplanted his own
brother, was supplanted by another and
driven as a fugitive into the country of the
Ammonites, 27Menelaus had possession of
the office; but of the money that had been
promised to the king nothing was regularly
paid, even though Sostratus the governor
of the citadel demanded it— 28 for his job
was the gathering of the revenues—so they
were both called by the king to his pres-
ence. 29Menelaus left his own brother Lysi-
machus for his‡ deputy in the high priest-
hood; and Sostratus left Crates, who was
over the Cyprians.

30Now while this was the state of things,
it came to pass that the people of Tarsus
and Mallus revolted because they were to
be given as a present to Antiochis, the
king’s concubine. 31 The king therefore
quickly came to settle matters, leaving for
his §deputy Andronicus, a man of high
rank. 32 Then Menelaus, supposing that he
had gotten a favorable opportunity, pre-
sented toAndronicus certain vessels of gold
belonging to the temple, which he had
stolen. He had already sold others into Tyre
and the neighboring cities. 33When Onias
had sure knowledge of this, he sharply
reproved him, having withdrawn himself
intoa sanctuaryatDaphne, that liesbyAnti-
och. 34ThereforeMenelaus, takingAndron-
icus aside, asked him to kill Onias. Com-
ing to Onias, and being persuaded to use
treachery, and being received as a friend,
Andronicus gave him his right hand with
oaths and, though he was suspicious, per-
suaded him to come out of the sanctuary.
Then, with no regard for justice, he imme-
diately put him to death. 35 For this reason
not only Jews, but many also of the other
nations, had indignation and displeasure
at the unjust murder of the man. 36 And
when the king had come back from the
places in Cilicia, the Jews who were in the
city appealed to him against Andronicus
(theGreeks also joiningwith them inhatred
of the wickedness), urging that Onias had
been wrongfully slain. 37 Antiochus there-
fore was heartily sorry, and was moved to
pity, and wept, because of the sober and
well ordered life of him who was dead.
38 Being inflamed with anger, he immedi-
ately stripped offAndronicus’s purple robe,

§ 4:19 See ver. 9. * 4:20 Some authorities read the bearers. † 4:21 The exact meaning of the Greek word is

uncertain. ‡ 4:29 Gr. successor. § 4:31 Gr. successor.
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and tore off his under garments, and when
he had led him round through the whole
city to that very place where he had com-
mitted the outrage against Onias, there he
put the murderer out of the way, the Lord
rendering to him the punishment he had
deserved.

39 Now when many sacrileges had been
committed in the city by Lysimachus with
the consent of Menelaus, and when the re-
port of them had spread abroad outside,
the people gathered themselves together
against Lysimachus, after many vessels of
gold had already been stolen. 40 When
themultitudes were rising against him and
were filled with anger, Lysimachus armed
about three thousand men, and with un-
righteous violence began the attack under
the leadership of Hauran, a man far gone
in years and no less also in folly. 41 But
when they perceived the assault of Lysi-
machus, some caught up stones, others logs
of wood, and some took handfuls of the
ashes that lay near, and they flung them all
in wild confusion at Lysimachus and those
who were with him. 42 As a result, they
wounded many of them, they killed some,
and they forced the rest of them to flee,
but the author of the sacrilege himself they
killed beside the treasury.

43 But about these matters, there was an
accusation laid against Menelaus. 44When
the king had come to Tyre, the three
men who were sent by the senate pleaded
the cause before him. 45 But Menelaus,
seeing himself now defeated, promised
much money to Ptolemy the son of Do-
rymenes, that he might win over the king.
46 Therefore Ptolemy taking the king aside
into a cloister, as if to get some fresh
air, convinced him to change his mind.
47 He who was the cause of all the evil,
Menelaus, he discharged from the accusa-
tions; but these hapless men, who, if they
had pleaded even before Scythians, would
have been discharged uncondemned, them
he sentenced to death. 48 Those who were
spokesmen for the city and the families of
Israel and the holy vessels soon suffered
that unrighteous penalty. 49 Therefore
even certain Tyrians, moved with hatred
of the wickedness, provided magnificently
for their burial. 50 But Menelaus, through
the covetous dealings of those who were in
power, remained still in his office, growing
in wickedness, established as a great con-
spirator against his fellow-citizens.

5
1Nowabout this timeAntiochusmadehis

second invasion into Egypt. 2 It happened
that throughout all the city, for almost forty
days, cavalry appeared in the midst of the
sky in swift motion, wearing robes woven
with gold and carrying spears, equipped
with troops for battle— 3 drawing swords,
squadrons of cavalry in array, encoun-
ters and pursuits of both armies, shaking
shields, multitudes of lances, throwing of
missiles, flashing of golden trappings, and
putting on all sorts of armor. 4Therefore ev-
eryoneprayed that themanifestationmight
have been given for good.

5When a false rumor had arisen that An-
tiochus was dead, Jason took not less than
a thousandmen, and suddenlymade an as-
sault upon the city. When those who were
on the wall were being routed, and the city
was at length nearly taken, Menelaus took
refuge in the citadel. 6 But Jason slaugh-
tered his own citizens without mercy, not
considering that good success against kins-
men is the greatest misfortune, but suppos-
ing himself to be setting up trophies over
enemies, and not over fellow-countrymen.
7He didn’t win control of the government,
but receiving shame as the result of his con-
spiracy, he fled again as a fugitive into the
country of the Ammonites. 8 At last there-
fore he met with a miserable end. Having
been imprisoned at the court of Aretas the
prince of the Arabians, fleeing from city to
city, pursued by all men, hated as an rebel
against the laws, and abhorred as the exe-
cutioner of his country and his fellow citi-
zens, he was cast ashore in Egypt. 9Hewho
had driven many from their own country
into exile perished in exile, having crossed
the sea to the Lacedaemonians, hoping to
find shelter there because they were* near
of kin. 10He who had thrown out a multi-
tude unburied had none to mourn for him.
He didn’t have any funeral at all and no
place in the tomb of his ancestors.

11Now when news came to the king con-
cerning that which was done, he thought
that Judea was in revolt. So, setting out
from Egypt in a rage, he took the city by
force of weapons, 12 and commanded his
soldiers to cut down without mercy those
who came in their way, and to kill those
who went into their houses. 13 Then there
was killing of young and old, destruction of
boys, women, and children, and slaying of
virgins and infants. 14 In a total of three
days, eighty thousand were destroyed, of
which forty thousand were slain in close
combat, and no fewer were sold into slav-
ery than slain.

15 Not content with this, he presumed to
* 5:9 See 1Maccabees 12:7.
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enter into the most holy temple of all the
earth, having Menelaus for his guide (who
had proved himself a traitor both to the
laws and to his country), 16 even taking the
sacred vessels with his polluted hands, and
dragging down with his profane hands the
offerings that had been dedicated by other
kings to enhance the glory and honor of
the place. 17 Antiochus was lifted up in
mind, not seeing that because of the sins
of those who lived in the city the Sovereign
Lord had been provoked to anger a little
while, and therefore his eye was turned
away from the place. 18But had it not been
so that they were already bound by many
sins, this man, even as Heliodorus whowas
sent by King Seleucus to view the treasury,
would, as soon as he came forward, have
been scourged and turned back from his
daring deed. 19 However the Lord didn’t
choose the nation for the place’s sake, but
the place for the nation’s sake. 20Therefore
also the place itself, having shared in the
calamities that happened to the nation, did
afterward share in its benefits; and the
place which was forsaken in the wrath of
the Almighty was, at the reconciliation of
the great Sovereign, restored again with all
glory.

21As for Antiochus, when he had carried
away out of the temple one thousand eight
hundred talents, he hurried away to Anti-
och, thinking in his arrogance that he could
sail on land and walk on the sea, because
his heart was lifted up. 22Moreover he left
governors to afflict the race: at Jerusalem,
Philip, by race a Phrygian, and in char-
acter more barbarous than him who set
him there; 23 and at Gerizim, Andronicus;
and besides these, Menelaus, who worse
than all the rest, exalted himself against
his fellow-citizens. Having a malicious
mind† toward the Jews‡whomhehadmade
his citizens, 24 he sent that§ lord of pollu-
tions Apollonius with an army of twenty-
two thousand, commanding him to kill all
those who were of full age, and to sell the
women and the boys as slaves. 25He came
to Jerusalem, and pretending to be a man
of peace, waited till the holy day of the
Sabbath, and finding the Jews at rest from
work, he commanded his men to parade
fully armed. 26He put to the sword all those
who came out to the spectacle. Running
into the city with the armed men, he killed
great multitudes. 27 But Judas, who is also
calledMaccabaeus, with about nine others,
withdrew himself, and with his company

kept himself alive in the mountains like
wild animals do. They continued feeding
on what grew wild, that they might not be
partakers of the defilement.

6
1Not long after this, the king sent out *an

old man of Athens to compel the Jews to
depart from the laws of their fathers and
not to live by the laws of God, 2 and also to
pollute the sanctuary in Jerusalem and to
call it by the name of Olympian Zeus, and to
call the sanctuary inGerizimby thenameof
Zeus the Protector of foreigners, evenas the
people who lived in that place did.

3 The visitation of this evil was harsh
and utterly grievous. 4 For the temple was
filled with debauchery and reveling by the
heathen,who †dalliedwith prostitutes, and
had intercourse with women within the
sacred precincts, and moreover brought
inside things that were not appropriate.
5Thealtarwasfilledwith those abominable
things which had been prohibited by the
laws. 6 A man could neither keep the Sab-
bath, nor observe the feasts of their ances-
tors, nor so much as confess himself to be a
Jew.

7 On the day of the king’s birth every
month, they were led along with bitter con-
straint to eat of the sacrifices. When the
feast of Dionysia came, they were com-
pelled to go inprocession inhonorofDiony-
sus, wearing wreaths of ivy. 8 A decree
went out to the neighboring Greek cities,
by the suggestion of Ptolemy, that they
should observe the same conduct against
the Jews, and should make them eat of the
sacrifices, 9 and that they should kill those
who didn’t choose to go over to the Greek
rites. So the present misery was for all
to see. 10 For example, two women were
brought in for having circumcised their
children. These, when they had led them
publicly around the city with the babes
hung from their breasts, they threw down
headlong from the wall. 11Others who had
run together into the caves nearby to keep
the seventh day secretly, were betrayed to
Philip and were all burned together, be-
cause their piety kept them from defending
themselves, in view of the honor of that
most solemn day.

12 I urge those who read this book to not
be discouraged because of the calamities,
but recognize that these punishments were
not for the destruction, but for the chasten-
ing of our race. 13 For indeed it is a sign of

† 5:23 Some authorities read toward the Jews, he sent. TheGreek text of this sentence is uncertain. ‡ 5:23 Compare

2 Maccabees 4:9, 19; 9:19. § 5:24 Gr. Μυσάρχην, which also may mean ruler of the Mysians. * 6:1 Or, Geron an
Athenian † 6:4 Or, idled with their fellows
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great kindness that thosewhoact impiously
are not let alone for a long time, but im-
mediately meet with retribution. 14 For in
the case of the other nations, the Sovereign
Lord waits patiently to punish them un-
til they have attained to the full measure
of their sins; but not with us, 15 that he
may not take vengeance on us afterward,‡
when we have come to the§ height of our
sins. 16 Therefore he never withdraws his
mercy fromus; but thoughhechastenswith
calamity, hedoesn’t forsakehis ownpeople.
17 However let this that we have spoken
suffice to remindyou; butaftera fewwords,
wemust come to the narrative.

18 Eleazar, one of the principal scribes, a
man already well advanced in years, and
of a noble countenance, was compelled to
open his mouth to eat swine’s flesh. 19 But
he, welcoming death with honor rather
than life with defilement, advanced of his
own accord to the instrument of torture,
butfirst spat out theflesh, 20asmenought to
come who are resolute to repel such things
as not even for the natural love of life is it
lawful to taste.

21 But those who had the charge of that
forbidden sacrificial feast took the man
aside, for the acquaintance which of old
times they had with him, and privately im-
plored him to bring flesh of his own pro-
viding, such as was proper for him to use,
and to make as if he did eat of the flesh
from the sacrifice, as had been commanded
by the king; 22 that by so doing he might
be delivered from death, and so his an-
cient friendshipwith themmight be treated
kindly. 23 But he, having formed a high
resolve, and one that became his years, the
dignity of old age, and thegrayhairs*which
he had reached with honor, and his excel-
lent† education from a child, or rather the
holy laws‡ of God’s ordaining, declared his
mind accordingly, bidding them to quickly
send him to Hades.

24 “For it doesn’t become our years to dis-
semble,” he said, “that many of the young
should suppose that Eleazar, the man of
ninety years, had gone over to an alien
religion; 25 and so they, by reason of my
deception, and for the sake of this brief
and momentary life, would be led astray
because of me, and I defile and disgrace
myself in my old age. 26 For even if for
the present time I would remove from me
the punishment of men, yet whether I live
or die, I wouldn’t escape the hands of the

Almighty. 27 Therefore, by bravely parting
withmy life now, I will showmyself worthy
of my old age, 28 and §leave behind a noble
example to the young to die willingly and
nobly a glorious death for the revered and
holy laws.”
When he had said these words, he went

immediately to the instrument of torture.
29 * When they changed the good will they
bore toward him a little before into ill will
because these words of his were, as they
thought, sheer madness, 30 and when he
was at the point to die with the† blows, he
groaned aloud and said, “To the Lord, who
has the holy knowledge, it is manifest that,
while I might have been delivered from
death, I endure severe pains in my body by
being scourged; but in soul I gladly suffer
these things because of my fear of him.”

31 So this man also died like this, leaving
his death for an example of nobleness and
a memorial of virtue, not only to the young
but also to the great body of his nation.

7
1 It came to pass that seven brothers

and their mother were at the king’s com-
mand taken and shamefully handled with
scourges and cords, to compel them to taste
of the abominable swine’s flesh. 2 One
of them made himself the spokesman and
said, “What would you ask and learn from
us? For we are ready to die rather than
transgress the laws of our ancestors.”

3 The king fell into a rage, and com-
manded that pans and caldrons be heated.
4When these were immediately heated, he
gave orders to cut out the tongue of him
who had been their spokesman, and to
scalp him, and to cut off his extremities,
with the rest of his brothers and hismother
looking on. 5 And when he was utterly*
maimed, the king gave orders to bring him
to the fire, being yet alive, and to fry him
in the pan. And as the smoke from the
pan spread far, they and their mother also
exhorted one another to die nobly, saying
this: 6 “The Lord God sees, and in truth is†
entreated for us, as Moses declared in ‡his
song, which witnesses against the people
to their faces, saying, ‘And he will have
compassion on his servants.’ ”

7 And when the first had died like this,
they brought the second to the mocking;
and they pulled off the skin of his headwith
the hair and asked him, “Will you eat, be-
fore your body is punished in every limb?”

‡ 6:15 Or, when our sins have come to their height § 6:15 Gr. end. * 6:23 The Greek text appears to be corrupt.
† 6:23 Some authorities read manner of life. ‡ 6:23 Gr. legislation. § 6:28 Gr. one that has left behind.

* 6:29 The Greek text of this verse is uncertain. † 6:30 Or, blows * 7:5 Gr. useless. † 7:6 Or, comforted in
‡ 7:6 See Deuteronomy 31:21 and 32:36.
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8 But he answered in the language of his
ancestors and said to them, “No.” There-
fore he also underwent the next torture in
succession, as the first had done. 9 When
he was at the last gasp, he said, “You, mis-
creant, release us out of this present life,
but the King of the world will raise us who
have died for his laws up to an everlasting
renewal of life.”

10After him, the third was made a victim
of their mocking. When he was required,
he quickly put out his tongue, and stretched
out his hands courageously, 11 and nobly
said, “I got these from heaven. For his laws’
sake I treat these with contempt. From
him, I hope to receive these back again.”
12 As a result, the king himself and those
who were with him were astonished at the
youngman’s soul, for he regarded the pains
as nothing.

13Whenhe toowasdead, they shamefully
handledand tortured the fourth in thesame
way. 14Being near to death he said this: “It
is good to die at the hands of men and look
for the hope which is given by God, that we
will be raised up again by him. For as for
you, you will have no resurrection to life.”

15 Next after him, they brought the fifth
and shamefully handled him. 16 But he
looked toward §the king and said, “Because
youhaveauthority amongmen, thoughyou
are corruptible, you do what you please.
But don’t think that our race has been for-
saken by God. 17 But hold on to your ways,
and see how his sovereign majesty will tor-
ture you and your descendants!”

18After him theybrought the sixth. When
he was about to die, he said, “Don’t be
vainly deceived, for we suffer these things
for our own doings, as sinning against our
own God. Astounding things have come to
pass; 19 but don’t think you that you will
be unpunished, having tried to fight against
God!”

20 But above all, the mother was mar-
velous and worthy of honorable memory;
forwhen shewatched seven sons perishing
within the space of one day, she bore the
sight with a good courage because of her
hope in the Lord. 21 She exhorted each one
of them in the language of their fathers,
filled with a noble spirit and stirring up
herwoman’s thoughtswithmanly courage,
saying to them, 22 “I don’t know how you
came into my womb. It wasn’t I who gave
you your *spirit and your life. It wasn’t I
who brought into order the first elements

of each one of you. 23Therefore the Creator
of the world, who shaped the first origin
of man and devised the first origin of all
things, in mercy gives back to you again
both your †spirit and your life, as you now
treat yourselveswith contempt for his laws’
sake.”

24 But Antiochus, thinking himself to be
despised, and suspecting the reproachful
voice, while the youngest was yet alive
didn’t only make his appeal to him by
words, but also at the same time promised
with oaths that he would enrich him and‡
raise him to high honor if he would turn
from the ways of his ancestors, and that he
would take him for his §friend and entrust
him with public affairs. 25 But when the
youngmanwould in noway listen, the king
called to him his mother, and urged her to
advise the youth to save himself. 26When
he had urged herwithmanywords, she un-
dertook to persuadeher son. 27But bending
toward him, laughing the cruel tyrant to
scorn, she spoke this in the language of her
fathers: “My son, have pity upon me who
carried you nine months in my womb, and
nursed you three years, and nourished and
brought you up to this age, and sustained
you. 28 I beg you, my child, to lift your eyes
to the sky and the earth, and to see all things
that are in it, and thus to recognize that
Godmade themnot of things thatwere, and
that the race of men in this way comes into
being. 29Don’t be afraid of this butcher, but,
proving yourself worthy of your brothers,
acceptyourdeath, that inGod’smercy Imay
receive you again with your brothers.”

30 But before she had finished speaking,
the youngman said, “What are you all wait-
ing for? I don’t obey the commandment of
the king, but I listen to the commandment
of the law that was given to our fathers
through Moses. 31 But you, who have de-
vised all kinds of evil against the Hebrews,
will innowayescapeGod’s hands. 32Forwe
are suffering because of our own sins. 33 If
for rebuke and chastening, our living Lord
has been angered a little while, yet he will
again be reconciled with his own servants.
34 But you, O unholy man and of all most
vile, don’t be vainly lifted up in your wild
pride with uncertain hopes, raising your
hand against the heavenly children. 35 For
you have not yet escaped the judgment
of the Almighty God who sees all things.
36 For these our brothers, having endured
a * short pain that brings everlasting life,

§ 7:16 Gr. him. * 7:22 Or, breath † 7:23 Or, breath ‡ 7:24 Gr. make him one that is counted happy.
§ 7:24 See 2 Maccabees 8:9. * 7:36 Gr. short pain of ever-flowing life. † 7:36 Gr. fallen. By the omission of
one Greek letter the words would signify having endured a short pain, have now drunk of ever-flowing life under God’s
covenant.
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have now † died under God’s covenant. But
you, through God’s judgment, will receive
in just measure the penalties of your arro-
gance. 37But I, as my brothers, give up both
body and soul for the laws of our fathers,
calling upon God that he may speedily be-
come ‡gracious to the nation, and that you,
amidst trials and plagues, may confess that
he alone is God, 38 and that in me and my
brothers § you may bring to an end the
wrathof theAlmightywhichhasbeen justly
brought upon our whole race.”

39But theking, falling intoa rage, handled
him worse than all the rest, being exasper-
ated at his mocking. 40So he also died pure,
putting his whole trust in the Lord.

41 Last of all, after her sons, the mother
died.

42 Let it then suffice to have said thus
much concerning the sacrificial feasts and
the extreme tortures.

8
1 But Judas, who is also called Mac-

cabaeus, and those who were with him,
making their way secretly into the villages,
called to them their kindred. Taking to
them those who had continued in the Jews’
religion, gathered together about six thou-
sand. 2They called upon the Lord to look at
the people who were oppressed by all, and
to have compassion on the sanctuary that
had been profaned by the ungodly men,
3 and to have pity on the city that was
suffering ruin and ready to be leveled to
the ground, and to listen to the blood that
cried out to him, 4 and to remember the
lawless destruction of the innocent infants,
and concerning the blasphemies that had
been committed against his name, and to
show his hatred of wickedness.

5WhenMaccabaeus had trained his men
for service, the heathen at once found him
irresistible, for the wrath of the Lord was
turned into mercy. 6 *Coming without
warning, he set fire to cities and villages.
And in winning back the most important
positions, putting to flight no small number
of the enemies, 7 he especially took advan-
tage of the nights for such assaults. His
courage was loudly talked of everywhere.

8 But when Philip saw the man gain-
ing ground little by little, and increasing
more and more in his success, he wrote
to Ptolemy, the governor of Coelesyria and
Phoenicia, that he should support the king’s
cause. 9Ptolemyquickly appointedNicanor

the son of Patroclus, one of the king’s † chief
friends, and sent him, in command of no
fewer than twenty thousand of all nations,
to destroy the whole race of Judea. With
him he joined Gorgias also, a captain and
one who had experience in matters of war.
10 Nicanor resolved by the sale of the cap-
tive Jews tomake up for the king the tribute
of two thousand talentswhichhewas topay
to the Romans. 11 Immediately he sent to
the cities upon the sea coast, inviting them
to buy Jewish ‡slaves, promising to deliver
seventy §slaves for a talent, not expecting
the judgment thatwas toovertakehimfrom
the Almighty.

12 News came to Judas concerning
Nicanor’s invasion. When he communi-
cated to those who were with him the
presence of the army, 13 those who were
cowardly and distrustful of God’s judgment
*ran away and left the country. 14 Others
sold all that they had left, and at the
same time implored the Lord to deliver
those who had been sold as slaves by the
impious Nicanor before he ever met them,
15 if not for their own sakes, then for the
covenants made with their ancestors, and
because he had called them by his holy
and glorious name. 16 So Maccabaeus
gathered his men together, six thousand
in number, and exhorted them not to be
frightened by the enemy, nor to fear the
great multitude of the heathen who came
wrongfully against them, but to fight nobly,
17 setting before their eyes the outrage that
had been lawlessly perpetrated upon the
holy place, and the torture of the city that
had been turned to mockery, and further
the overthrow of the way of life received
from their ancestors. 18 “For they,” he said,
“trust their weapons and daring deeds,
but we trust in the almighty God, since
he is able at a nod to cast down those
who are coming against us, and even the
whole world.” 19 Moreover, he recounted
to them the help given from time to time
in the days of their ancestors, both in the
days of Sennacherib, when one hundred
eighty-five thousand perished, 20 and in
the land of Babylon, in the battle that was
fought against the† Gauls, how they came
to the battle with eight thousand in all,
with four thousandMacedonians, and how,
the Macedonians being hard pressed, the
‡six thousand destroyed the hundred and
twenty thousand because of the helpwhich
theyhad fromheaven, and tooka great deal

‡ 7:37 Gr. propitious. § 7:38 Some authorities read may be stayed. * 8:6 The Greek text of verses 6 and 7 is
uncertain. † 8:9 See 1Maccabees 10:65. Compare 2Maccabees 1:14; 7:24; 10:13; 14:11; 1Maccabees 2:18. ‡ 8:11

Gr. bodies. § 8:11 Gr. bodies. * 8:13 The Greek text here is uncertain. † 8:20 Gr. Galatians. ‡ 8:20
Some authorities read eight.
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of plunder.
21 And when he had with these words

filled them with courage and made them
ready to die for the laws and their country,
he divided his army into four parts. 22 He
appointed his brothers, Simon, Joseph, and
Jonathan, to be leaders of the divisions
with him, giving each the command of one
thousand five hundred men. 23 Moreover
Eleazer also, having read aloud the sa-
cred book, and having given aswatchword,
“THE HELP OF GOD”, leading the first band
himself, joined battle with Nicanor.

24Since theAlmighty fought on their side,
they killed more than nine thousand of the
enemy, andwoundedand§disabledmost of
Nicanor’s army, and compelled them all to
flee. 25 They took the money of those who
had come there to buy themas slaves. After
they had pursued them for some *distance,
they returned, being constrained by the
time of the day; 26 for it was the day before
the Sabbath, and for this reason they made
no effort to chase them far. 27 † When they
had gathered ‡the weapons of the enemy
together, and had stripped off their spoils,
they kept the Sabbath, greatly blessing and
thanking the Lord who had saved them to
this day, because he had begun to show
mercy to them. 28After the Sabbath, when
they had given some of the spoils to the §
maimed, and to the widows and orphans,
they distributed the rest among themselves
and their children. 29 When they had ac-
complished these things and had made a
common supplication, they implored the
merciful Lord to be wholly reconciled with
his servants.

30 Having had an encounter with the
forces of Timotheus and Bacchides, they
killed more than twenty thousand of them,
and made themselves masters of exceed-
ingly high strongholds, and divided very
much plunder, giving the *maimed, or-
phans,widows, and theagedanequal share
with themselves. 31 † When they had gath-
ered the weapons ‡ of the enemy together,
they stored themall up carefully in themost
strategic positions, and they carried the rest
of the spoils to Jerusalem. 32They killed the
§phylarch of Timotheus’s forces, amost un-
holy man, and one who had done the Jews

muchharm. 33*As they celebrated the feast
of victory in the † city of their fathers, they
burned those who had set the sacred ‡gates
onfire, includingCallisthenes,whohadfled
into §a little house. So they received the
proper reward for their impiety.

34 The thrice-accursed Nicanor, who had
brought the thousandmerchants to buy the
Jews as slaves, 35 being through the help of
the Lord humbled by them who in his eyes
were held to be of least account, took off his
glorious apparel, and passing through the
country, *shunning all company like a fugi-
tive slave, arrived at Antioch, † having, as
he thought, had the greatest possible good
fortune, though his army was destroyed.
36He who had taken upon himself to make
tribute sure for the Romans by the captivity
of the men of Jerusalem published abroad
that the Jews had Onewho fought for them,
and that ‡because this was so, the Jews
were invulnerable, because they followed
the laws ordained by him.

9
1 Now about that time, Antiochus re-

treated *in disorder from the region of Per-
sia. 2For he had entered into the city called
Persepolis, and he attempted to rob †a tem-
ple and to control the city. Therefore the
multitudes rushed in and the people of the
country turned to defend themselves with
weapons; and it came to pass that Anti-
ochus was put to flight by the people of the
country and broke his camp with disgrace.
3 While he was at Ecbatana, news was
brought to him about what had happened
to Nicanor and the forces of Timotheus.
4 Being overcome by his anger, he planned
tomake the Jews suffer for the evil deeds of
those who had put him to flight. Therefore,
with judgment from heaven even now ac-
companying him, he ordered his charioteer
to drivewithout ceasing until he completed
the journey; for he arrogantly said this: “I
will make Jerusalem a common graveyard
of Jews when I come there.”

5 But the All-seeing Lord, the God of Is-
rael, struck him with a ‡fatal and invisible
stroke. As soon as he had finished speaking
this word, an incurable pain of the bowels

§ 8:24 Gr. disabled in their limbs. * 8:25 Or,while † 8:27 Theexactmeaningof this clause is uncertain. ‡ 8:27

Gr. their weapons...the spoils of the enemy. § 8:28 Or, wounded Gr. shamefully handled. * 8:30 Or, wounded

Gr. shamefully handled. † 8:31 The exactmeaning of this clause is uncertain. ‡ 8:31 Gr. of them. § 8:32 That

is, probably, the captain of an irregular auxiliary force. Somewrite Phylarches, as a proper name. * 8:33 The Greek

text here is perhaps corrupt. † 8:33 Or, country ‡ 8:33 Or, porches § 8:33 Or, a solitary hut * 8:35 Gr.
having made himself solitary. † 8:35 Or, having won the greatest possible favor by reason of the destruction of his

army ‡ 8:36 Or, because of this their way of life Gr. because of this manner. * 9:1 Or, with dishonor † 9:2
Or, temples ‡ 9:5 Gr. remediless.
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seized him, with bitter torments of the in-
ner parts— 6and thatmost justly, for he had
tormented other men’s bowels with many
and strange sufferings. 7 But he in no way
ceased from his rude insolence. No, he was
filled with evenmore arrogance, breathing
fire in his passion against the Jews, and
giving orders to hasten the journey. But
it came to pass moreover that he fell from
his chariot as it rushed along, and having
a grievous fall was tortured in all of the
members of his body. 8 He who had just
supposed himself to have the waves of the
sea at his bidding because he was so su-
perhumanly arrogant, and who thought to
weigh the heights of themountains in a bal-
ance, was now brought to the ground and
carried in a litter, §showing to all that the
powerwas obviously God’s, 9 so thatworms
swarmed out of the impious man’s body,
and while he was still living in anguish and
pains, his flesh fell off, and by reason of
the stenchall thearmy turnedwith loathing
from his decay. 10 The man who a little
before supposed himself to touch the stars
of heaven, no one could endure to carry be-
cause of his intolerable stench. 11Therefore
he began in great part to cease from his
arrogance, being broken in spirit, and to
come to knowledge under the scourge of
God, his pains increasing every moment.
12When he himself could not stand his own
smell, he said these words: “It is right to be
subject to God, and that one who is mortal
should not think they are equal to God.”

13 The vile man vowed to the sovereign
Lord, who now no more would have pity
upon him, saying 14 that the holy city,
to which he was going in haste to lay it
even with the ground and to *make it a
common graveyard, he would declare free.
15 Concerning the Jews, whom he had de-
cided not even to count worthy of burial,
but to cast them out to the animals with
their infants for the birds to devour, he
would make them all equal to citizens of
Athens. 16Theholy sanctuary,whichbefore
he had plundered, he would adorn with
best offerings, and would restore all the
sacred vessels many times multiplied, and
out of his own revenues would defray the
charges that were required for the sacri-
fices. 17Beside all this, he said that hewould
become a Jew and would visit every inhab-
ited place, proclaiming the power of God.
18 But when his sufferings did in no way
cease, for the judgment of God had come
uponhim in righteousness, having givenup
all hope forhimself, hewrote to the Jews the

letter written below, having the nature of a
supplication, to this effect:

19 “To the worthy Jewish citizens, Anti-
ochus, king and general, wishes much joy
and health and prosperity. 20 May you
and your children fare well, and may your
affairs be as you wish. Having my hope
in heaven, 21 I remembered with affection
your honor and good will. Returning out of
the region of Persia, and being taken with
anannoying sickness, I deemed itnecessary
to take thought for the common safety of
all, 22 not despairing of myself, but hav-
ing great hope to escape from the sickness.
23 But considering that my father also, at
the time he led an army into the upper
country, appointed his successor, 24 to the
end that, if anything fell out contrary to
expectation, or if any unwelcome tidings
were brought, the people in the country,
knowing to whom the state had been left,
might not be troubled, 25 and, moreover,
observing how the princes who are along
the borders and neighbors to my kingdom
watch for opportunities and look for the
future event, I have appointed my son An-
tiochus to be king, whom I often entrusted
and commended tomost of youwhen I was
hurrying to the upper provinces. I have
written to him what is written below. 26 I
therefore urge you and beg you, having in
your remembrance thebenefitsdone toyou
in common and severally, to preserve your
present good will, each of you, toward me
and my son. 27 For I am persuaded that he
in gentleness and kindness will follow my
purposeand treat youwithmoderationand
kindness.

28 So the murderer and blasphemer, hav-
ing endured the most intense sufferings,
even as he had dealt with othermen, ended
his life among the mountains by a most
piteous fate in a strange land. 29 Philip
his foster brother took the body home
and then, fearing the son of Antiochus, he
withdrew himself to Ptolemy Philometor in
Egypt.

10
1 Then Maccabaeus and those who were

with him, the Lord leading them on, recov-
ered the temple and the city. 2 They pulled
down the altars that had been built in the
marketplace by the foreigners, and also the
sacred enclosures. 3 Having cleansed the
sanctuary, they made another altar of sac-
rifice. *Striking flint and starting a fire,
theyoffered sacrifices after theyhadceased
for two years, burned incense, lit lamps,
and set out the show bread. 4 When they

§ 9:8 Or, showingmanifestly to all the power of God * 9:14 Gr. build. * 10:3 Gr. firing.
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had done these things, they fell prostrate
and implored the Lord that they might fall
no more into such evils; but that, if they
ever did sin, they might be chastened by
himwith forbearance, and not be delivered
to blaspheming and barbarous heathen.
5 Now on the same day that the sanctuary
was profaned by foreigners, upon that very
day it came to pass that the sanctuary was
cleansed, evenon the twenty-fifthdayof the
same month, which is Chislev. 6 They ob-
served eight dayswith gladness in theman-
ner of the feast of tabernacles, remember-
ing how †not long before, during the feast
of tabernacles, they were wandering in the
mountains and in the caves like wild ani-
mals. 7Therefore carryingwandswreathed
with leaves, and beautiful branches, and
palm fronds also, they offered up hymns of
thanksgiving to him who had successfully
brought to pass the cleansing of his own
place. 8 They ordained also with a public
statute and decree, for all the nation of the
Jews, that they should observe these days
every year.

9 Such were the events of the end of Anti-
ochus, who was called Epiphanes.

10Nowwewill declare what came to pass
under Antiochus ‡Eupator, who proved
himself a son of that ungodly man, and
will summarize the main evils of the wars.
11 For this man, when he succeeded to the
kingdom, appointed one Lysias to be chan-
cellor and supreme governor of Coelesyria
and Phoenicia. 12 For Ptolemy who was
called Macron, setting an example of ob-
serving justice toward the Jews because of
the wrong that had been done to them,
endeavored to deal with them on peaceful
terms. 13Whereupon being accused by the
king’s §friends before Eupator, and hearing
himself called traitor at every turn because
he had abandoned Cyprus which Philome-
tor had entrusted to him, and had with-
drawnhimself toAntiochusEpiphanes, and
* failing to uphold the honor of his office, he
took poison and did awaywith himself.

14 But when Gorgias was made governor
of the district, he maintained a force of
mercenaries, and at every turn kept upwar
with the Jews. 15 Together with him the
Idumaeans also, being masters of impor-
tant strongholds, harassed the Jews; and
received those who had taken refuge from
Jerusalem, they endeavored to keep up the
war. 16 But Maccabaeus and his men, hav-
ing made solemn supplication and having

implored God to fight on their side, rushed
upon the strongholds of the Idumaeans.
17 Assaulting them vigorously, they took
control of the positions, and kept off all
who fought upon the wall, and killed those
whom they encountered, killing no fewer
than twenty thousand.

18 Because no fewer than nine thousand
had fled into two very strong towers
having everything needed for a seige,
19 Maccabaeus, having left Simon and
Joseph, and also Zacchaeus and those
who were with him, a force sufficient to
besiege them, departed himself to places
where he was most needed. 20 But Simon
and those who were with him, yielding
to covetousness, were bribed by some
of those who were in the towers, and
receiving seventy thousand drachmas, let
some of them slip away. 21 But when word
was brought to Maccabaeus of what was
done, he gathered the leaders of the people
together, and accused those men of having
sold their kindred for money by setting
their enemies free to fight against them.
22 So he killed these men for having turned
traitors, and immediately took possession
of the two towers. 23 Prospering with his
weapons in everything he undertook, he
destroyed more than twenty thousand in
the two strongholds.

24 Now Timotheus, who had been de-
feated by the Jews before, having gathered
together foreign forces in great multitudes,
and having collected the cavalry which be-
longed to Asia, not a few, came as though
he would take Judea by force of weapons.
25 But as he drew near, Maccabaeus and
his men sprinkled dirt on their heads and
girded their loins with sackcloth, in sup-
plication to God, 26 and falling down upon
the step in front of the altar, implored
him to become †gracious to them, and ‡be
an enemy to their enemies and an adver-
sary to their adversaries, as the law de-
clares. 27 Rising from their prayer they
took up their weapons, and advanced some
distance from the city. When they had
come near to their enemies, they§ halted.
28 When the dawn was now breaking, the
two armies joined in battle, the one part
having this, beside virtue, for a pledge of
success and victory, that they had fled to
the Lord for refuge, the othersmaking their
passion their leader in the fight.

29When the battle became strong, there
appearedout of heaven to their adversaries

† 10:6 Or, not long before they kept the feast of tabernacles by wandering ‡ 10:10 That is, son of a good father.
§ 10:13 See 2 Maccabees 8:9 * 10:13 The Greek text here is corrupt. † 10:26 Gr. propitious. ‡ 10:26 See

Exodus 23:22. § 10:27 Gr. were by themselves. * 10:29 Some authorities read and leading on the Jews; who
also, taking.
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five splendid men on horses with bridles
of gold, *and two of them, leading on the
Jews, 30and takingMaccabaeus in themidst
of them, and covering him with their own
armor, guarded him from wounds, while
they shot arrows and thunderbolts at the
enemies. For this reason, theywereblinded
and thrown into confusion, andwere cut to
pieces, filled with bewilderment. 31Twenty
thousand five hundred were slain, beside
six hundred cavalry.

32 Timotheus himself fled into a
stronghold called Gazara, a fortress of
great strength, †where Chaereas was in
command. 33 Then Maccabaeus and
his men were glad and laid siege to the
fortress for four days. 34 Those who were
within, trusting in the strength of the place,
blasphemed exceedingly, and hurled out
impious words. 35 But at dawn of the fifth
day, certain young men of Maccabaeus’
company, inflamed with anger because of
the blasphemies, assaulted the wall with
masculine force and with ‡furious anger,
and cut down whoever came in their way.
36 Others climbing up in the same way,
while the enemies were distracted with
those who had made their way within, set
fire to the towers, and kindled fires that
burned the blasphemers alive, while others
broke open the gates, and, having given
entrance to the rest of the band, occupied
the city. 37 They killed Timotheus, who
was hidden in a cistern, and his brother
Chaereas, and Apollophanes. 38 When
they had accomplished these things,
they blessed the Lord with hymns and
thanksgiving, blessing him who provides
great benefits to Israel and gives them the
victory.

11
1 Now after a very little time, Lysias,

the king’s guardian, kinsman, and chancel-
lor, being very displeased about the things
that had happened, 2 collected about eighty
thousand infantry and all his cavalry and
came against the Jews, planing to make
the city a home for Greeks, 3 and to levy
tribute on the temple, as *on the other sa-
cred places of the nations, and to put up
the high priesthood for sale every year.
4 He took no account of God’s power, but
was puffed up with his ten thousands of
infantry, his thousands of cavalry, and
his eighty elephants. 5 Coming into Judea
and approaching Bethsuron, which was a

strong place and about five stadia† away
from Jerusalem, he pressed it hard.

6WhenMaccabaeus and hismen learned
that he was besieging the strongholds,
they and all the people with lamenta-
tions and tears made supplication to the
Lord to send a good angel to save Israel.
7 Maccabaeus himself took up weapons
first, and exhorted the others to put them-
selves in jeopardy together with him and
help their kindred; and they went out with
him very willingly. 8 As they were there,
close to Jerusalem, a horseman appeared
at their head in white apparel, brandish-
ing‡ weapons of gold. 9 They all together
praised the merciful God, and were yet
more strengthened in heart, being ready to
§assail not only men but the wildest ani-
mals and walls of iron, 10 they advanced
in array, having him who is in heaven to
fight on their side, for the Lord had mercy
on them. 11 Hurling themselves like li-
ons against the enemy, they killed eleven
thousand infantry and one thousand six
hundred cavalry, and forced all the rest
to flee. 12 Most of them escaped wounded
and naked. Lysias himself also escaped by
shameful flight. 13 But as he was a man
not void of understanding, pondering the
defeat which had befallen him, and consid-
ering that the Hebrews could not be over-
come because the Almighty God fought on
their side, he sent again 14 and persuaded
them to come to terms on condition that
all their rights were acknowledged, and *
promised that he would also persuade the
king to become their friend. 15Maccabaeus
gave consent upon all the conditions which
Lysias proposed to him, being careful of
the common good; for whatever requests
Maccabaeus delivered in writing to Lysias
concerning the Jews the king allowed.

16 The letter written to the Jews from
Lysias was to this effect:

“Lysias to the †people of the Jews, greet-
ings. 17 John and Absalom, who were sent
from you, having delivered the document
written below, made request concerning
the things written therein. 18 Whatever
things therefore needed to be brought be-
fore the king I declared to him, and what
things were possible he allowed. 19 If then
you will all preserve your good will to-
ward the government, I will also endeavor
in the future to contribute to your good.
20 Concerning this, I have given order in
detail, both to these men and to those

† 10:32 See ver. 37. ‡ 10:35 Gr. passion as of wild animals. * 11:3 Or, on all the sacred places of the heathen
† 11:5 One stadia was roughly 189 meters or 618 feet, so 5 stadia was about a little less than 1 km or a little more than
half a mile. ‡ 11:8 Gr. a panoply. § 11:9 Gr. wound. * 11:14 The Greek text here is corrupt. † 11:16 Gr.
multitude.
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who are sent from me, to confer with you.
21 Farewell. Written in the one hundred
forty-eighth year, on the twenty-fourth day
of themonth ‡Dioscorinthius.”

22 And the king’s letter contained these
words:

“King Antiochus to his brother Lysias,
greetings. 23 Seeing that our father passed
to the godshaving thewish that the subjects
of his kingdom§should be undisturbed and
give themselves to the care of their own
affairs, 24 we, having heard that the Jews
do not consent to our father’s purpose to
turn them to the customs of the Greeks, but
choose rather their own way of living, and
make request that the customs of their law
be allowed to them— 25 choosing therefore
that this nationalso shouldbe free fromdis-
turbance, we determine that their temple is
to be restored to them, and that they live
according to the customs that were in the
daysof their ancestors. 26Youwill therefore
do well to send messengers to them and
give them the right hand of friendship, that
they, knowing our mind, may be of good
heart, and gladly occupy themselves with
the conduct of their own affairs.”

27And to the nation, the king’s letter was
as follows:

“King Antiochus to the senate of the Jews
and to the other Jews, greetings. 28 If you
are all well, it is as we desire. We our-
selves also are in good health. 29Menelaus
informed us that your desire was to re-
turn home and follow your own business.
30 They therefore who depart home up to
the thirtieth day of Xanthicus shall have
our *friendship, with full permission 31 that
the Jews use their own foods and observe
their own laws, even as formerly. None of
them shall be in any way molested for the
things that have been done in ignorance.
32Moreover I have sent Menelaus also, that
hemayencourageyou. 33Farewell. Written
in the onehundred forty-eighth year, on the
fifteenth day of Xanthicus.”

34TheRomans also sent to thema letter in
these words:

“Quintus Memmius and Titus Manius,
ambassadors of the Romans, to the peo-
ple of the Jews, greetings. 35 In regard to
the things which Lysias the king’s kinsman
granted you, we also give consent. 36But as
for the thingswhichhe judged should be re-
ferred to the king, send someone promptly,
after you have considered them, that we

may publish such decrees as are appropri-
ate for your case; for we are on our way to
Antioch. 37 Therefore send someone with
speed, that we also may learn what is your
mind. 38 †Farewell. Written in the one
hundred forty-eighth year, on the fifteenth
day of Xanthicus.

12
1Sowhen this agreement hadbeenmade,

Lysias departed to the king, and the Jews
went about their farming.

2 But some of the governors of districts,
Timotheus and Apollonius the son of
Gennaeus, and also Hieronymus and
Demophon, and beside them Nicanor the
governor of Cyprus, would not allow them
to enjoy tranquillity and live in peace.
3 Men of Joppa perpetrated this great
impiety: they invited the Jews who lived
among them to go with their wives and
children into the boats which they had
provided, as though they had no ill will
toward them. 4 When* the Jews,† relying
on the public vote of the city, accepted the
invitation, as men desiring to live in peace
and suspecting nothing, they took them
out to sea and drowned not less than two
hundred of them. 5 When Judas heard of
the cruelty done to his fellow-countrymen,
giving command to themen that were with
him 6 and calling upon God the righteous
Judge, he came against the murderers of
his kindred, and set the harbor on fire at
night, burned the boats, and put to the
sword thosewho had fled there. 7Butwhen
the town gates were closed, he withdrew,
intending to come again to root out the
whole communityof themenof Joppa. 8But
learning that the men of Jamnia intended
to do the same thing to the Jews who lived
among them, 9 he attacked the Jamnites at
night, and set fire to the harbor together
with the fleet, so that the glare of the light
was seen at Jerusalem, two hundred forty
furlongs‡ distant.

10Nowwhen theyhaddrawnoffnine fur-
longs§ from there, as theymarched against
Timotheus, an army of Arabians attacked
him, no fewer than five thousand infantry
and five hundred cavalry. 11 And when
a hard battle had been fought, and Judas
and his company, by the help of God, had
good success, the nomads being overcome
implored Judas to grant them friendship,
promising to give him livestock, and to

‡ 11:21 This month name is not found elsewhere, and is perhaps corrupt. § 11:23 Or, should not be disquieted but
* 11:30 Gr. right hand. † 11:38 Gr. Be in good health. * 12:4 Gr. they also. † 12:4 Gr. after. ‡ 12:9 a

furlong is about 201 meters or 220 yards, so 240 furlongs is about 48 km. or 30 miles § 12:10 a furlong is about 201

meters or 220 yards, so 9 furlongs is about 1.8 km. or 1 1/8 miles * 12:11 Gr. them.
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help *his people in all other ways. 12 So
Judas, thinking that they would indeed be
profitable in many things, agreed to live in
peace with them; and receiving pledges of
friendship they departed to their tents.

13 He also attacked a certain city, strong
and fencedwith earthworks andwalls, and
inhabited by a mixed multitude of various
nations. It was namedCaspin. 14Thosewho
were within, trusting in the strength of the
walls and their store of provisions, behaved
themselves rudely toward Judas and those
who were with him, railing, and further-
more blaspheming and speaking impious
words. 15 But Judas and his company, call-
ing upon the great Sovereign of the world,
who without rams and cunning engines
of war hurled down Jericho in the times
of Joshua, rushed wildly against the wall.
16Having taken the city by the will of God,
they made unspeakable slaughter, so much
that the adjoining lake, which was two fur-
longs† broad, appeared to be filled with the
deluge of blood.

17 When they had gone seven hundred
fifty furlongs‡ from there, they made their
way to Charax, to the Jews that are called
§Tubieni. 18 They didn’t find Timotheus
in that district, for he had by then de-
parted from the district without accom-
plishing anything, but had left behind a
very strong garrison in one place. 19 But
Dositheus and Sosipater, who were cap-
tains under Maccabaeus, went out and de-
stroyed those who had been left by Tim-
otheus in the stronghold, more than ten
thousand men. 20 Maccabaeus, arrang-
ing his own army in divisions, set *these
two over the bands, and marched in haste
against Timotheus, who had with him one
hundred twenty thousand infantry and two
thousand five hundred cavalry. 21 When
Timotheus heard of the approach of Judas,
he at once sent away the women and the
children with the baggage into the fortress
called †Carnion; for the place was hard to
besiege and difficult of access by reason of
the narrowness of the approaches on all
sides. 22When the band of Judas, who led
the first division, appeared in sight, and
when terror and fear came upon the en-
emy, because themanifestation of himwho
sees all things came upon them, they fled in

every direction, carried this way and that,
so that theywere often injuredby their own
men, and pierced with the points of their
own swords. 23 Judas continued the pur-
suit more vigorously, putting the wicked
wretches to the sword, and he destroyed as
many as thirty thousandmen.

24 Timotheus himself, falling in with the
company of Dositheus and Sosipater, im-
plored them with much crafty guile to let
him go with his life, because he had in his
power the parents of many of them and the
kindredof some. ‡ “Otherwise, he said, little
regardwill § be shown to these.” 25Sowhen
he had with many words confirmed the
agreement to restore them without harm,
they let him go that they might save their
kindred.

26Then Judas,marching against *Carnion
and the temple of Atergatis, killed twenty-
five thousand people. 27 After he had
put these to flight and destroyed them, he
marched against Ephron also, a strong city,
†wherein were multitudes of people of all
nations. Stalwart young men placed ‡on
the walls made a vigorous defense. There
were great stores of war engines and darts
there. 28 But calling upon the Sovereign
who with might shatters the §strength of
*the enemy, they took the city into their
hands, and killed as many as twenty-five
thousand of those whowere in it.

29 Setting out from there, they marched
in haste against Scythopolis, which is six
hundred furlongs† away from Jerusalem.
30Butwhen the Jewswhowere settled there
testifiedof the goodwill that the Scythopoli-
tans had shown toward them, and of their
kind treatment of them in the times of their
misfortune, 31 they gave thanks, and fur-
ther exhorted themto remainwell disposed
toward the race for the future. Then they
went up to Jerusalem, the feast of weeks
being close at hand.

32Butafter the feast calledPentecost, they
marched in haste against Gorgias the gov-
ernor of Idumaea. 33 He came out with
three thousand infantry and four hundred
cavalry. 34 When they had set themselves
in array, it came to pass that a few of the
Jews fell. 35 A certain Dositheus, one ‡ of
Bacenor’s company, whowas on horseback

† 12:16 a furlong is about 201meters or 220 yards, so 2 furlongs is about 402meters or 1/4mile ‡ 12:17 a furlong is

about 201 meters or 220 yards, so 750 furlongs is about 151 km. or 94 miles § 12:17 That is, men of Tob: see Judges

11:3, 2 Samuel 10:6, and compare 1 Maccabees 5:13. * 12:20 Gr. them. † 12:21 Compare Carnain,1 Maccabees
5:26, 43, 44. ‡ 12:24 Gr. and the result will be that these be disregarded. The Greek text here is perhaps corrupt.
§ 12:24 Or, have been shown * 12:26 Compare Carnain, 1Maccabees 5:26, 43, 44. † 12:27 The Greek text here

is perhaps corrupt. ‡ 12:27 Gr. in front of. § 12:28 Some authorities read weight. * 12:28 Or, his enemies
† 12:29 a furlong is about 201 meters or 220 yards, so 600 furlongs is about 121 km. or 75 miles ‡ 12:35 The Greek
text is uncertain.
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andwas a strongman, pressedhardonGor-
gias, and taking hold of his cloke dragged
him along bymain force. While he planned
to take the accursed man alive, one of the
Thracian cavalry bore down on him and
disabled his shoulder, and so Gorgias es-
caped to §Marisa.

36When those who were with Esdris had
been fighting long and were weary, Judas
called upon the Lord to show himself, fight-
ing on their side and leading in the bat-
tle. 37 Then in the language of his ances-
tors he raised the battle cry joined with
hymns. Then he rushed against Gorgias’
troopswhen theywerenot expecting it, and
put them to flight.

38 Judas gathered his army and came to
the city of *Adullam. As the seventh day
was coming on, they purified themselves
according to the custom, and kept the Sab-
bath there.

39 On the following day, †when it had
become necessary, Judas and his company
came to take up the bodies of those who
had fallen, ‡and in companywith their kins-
men to bring them back to the sepulchres
of their ancestors. 40 But under the gar-
ments of each one of the dead they found
§consecrated tokens of the idols of Jamnia,
which the law forbids the Jews to have any-
thing to dowith. It became clear to all that it
was for this cause that theyhad fallen. 41All
therefore, blessing theways of the Lord, the
righteous Judge, who makes manifest the
things thatarehidden, 42 turned themselves
to supplication, praying that the sin com-
mitted might be wholly blotted out. The
noble Judas exhorted themultitude to keep
themselves from sin, for they had seenwith
their own eyes what happened because of
the sin of those who had fallen. 43 When
he had made a collection man by man to
the sum of two thousand drachmas of sil-
ver, he sent to Jerusalem to offer a sacrifice
for sin, doing very well and honorably in
this, in that he took thought for the resur-
rection. 44 For if he wasn’t expecting that
those who had fallen would rise again, it
would be superfluous and idle to pray for
the dead. 45 But if he was looking forward
to an honorable memorial of gratitude laid
up for those who *die †in godliness, then
the thought was holy and godly. Therefore
hemade the atoning sacrifice for thosewho
had died, that they might be released from
their sin.

13
1 In the one hundred forty-ninth year,

news was brought to Judas and his com-
pany that Antiochus Eupator was coming
with multitudes against Judea, 2 and with
him Lysias his guardian and chancellor,
each having a Greek force of one hundred
ten thousand infantry, five thousand three
hundred cavalry, twenty-two elephants,
and three hundred chariots armed with
scythes.

3 And Menelaus also joined himself with
them, andwith great hypocrisy encouraged
Antiochus, not for the saving of his country,
but because he thought that hewould be set
over thegovernment. 4But theKingofkings
stirred up the anger of Antiochus against
the wicked wretch. When Lysias informed
him that this man was the cause of all the
evils, the king commanded to bring him
to Beroea, and to put him to death in the
way customary in that place. 5 Now there
is in that place a tower that is fifty cubits
high, full of ashes, and it had all around it a
*circular rim sloping steeply on every side
into the ashes. 6Here one who is guilty of
sacrilege or notorious for other crimes is
pushed down to destruction. 7 By such a
fate it happened that the breaker of the law,
Menelaus, died, without obtaining somuch
as a grave in the earth, and that justly; 8 for
inasmuch as he had perpetrated many sins
† against the altar, whose fire and whose
ashes were holy, he received his death in
ashes.

9Now the king,‡ infuriated in spirit, was
comingwith intent to inflict on the Jews the
very worst of the sufferings that had been
done in his father’s time. 10But when Judas
heard of these things, he commanded the
multitude to call upon the Lord day and
night, if ever at any other time, so now to
help those who were at the point of being
deprived of the law, their country, and the
holy temple, 11 and not to allow the people
who had just begun to be revived to fall
into the hands of those profane heathen.
12 So when they had all done the same
thing together, § begging the merciful Lord
with weeping and fastings and prostration
for three days without ceasing, Judas ex-
horted them and commanded they should
join him.

13 Having consulted privately with the
elders, he resolved that before the king’s

§ 12:35 Compare 1Maccabees 5:65. * 12:38 Gr. Odollam. † 12:39 The Greek text here is uncertain. ‡ 12:39

Or, and tobring themback tobewith their kinsmen in the sepulchres § 12:40 Perhaps thesewere consecrated images

of the idols. * 12:45 Gr. fall asleep. † 12:45 Or, on the side of godliness * 13:5 Gr. contrivance ormachine.
† 13:8 Gr. about. ‡ 13:9 Some authorities read indignant. § 13:12 Gr. and implored.
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army entered into Judea and made them-
selves masters of the city, they should go
out and decide the matter by the help of
*God. 14 And committing the decision to
the †Lord of the world, and exhorting those
who were with him to contend nobly even
to death for laws, temple, city, country, and
way of life, he pitched his camp by Modin.
15 He gave out to his men the watchword,
“VICTORY IS GOD’S”, with a chosen force of
the bravest young men he attacked by the
king’s pavilion by night, and killed of his
army as many as two thousand men, and
‡brought down the leading elephant with
himwhowas in the §toweronhim. 16At last
they filled the *armywith terror and alarm,
anddepartedwith good success. 17This had
been accomplished when the day was just
dawning, because of the Lord’s protection
that gave †Judas help.

18 But the king, having had a taste of
the exceeding boldness of the Jews, made
strategic attacks on their positions, 19 and
on a strong fortress of the Jews at Beth-
sura. He advanced,was turnedback, failed,
and was defeated. 20 Judas sent the things
that were necessary to those who were
within. 21 But Rhodocus, from the Jew-
ish ranks, made secrets known to the en-
emy. He was sought out, arrested, and
shut up in prison. 22 The king negotiated
with them in Bethsura the second time,
gave his hand, took theirs, departed, at-
tacked the forces of Judas, was put to the
worse, 23 heard that Philip who had been
left as chancellor in Antioch had become
reckless, was confounded,made to the Jews
an overture of peace, submitted himself
and swore to acknowledge all their rights,
came to terms with them and offered sacri-
fice, honored the sanctuary and the place,
24showedkindness andgraciously received
Maccabaeus, left Hegemonides governor
from Ptolemais even to the ‡ Gerrenians,
25and came to Ptolemais. Themen of Ptole-
mais were displeased at the treaty, for they
had exceedingly great indignation against
the Jews. They desired to annul the articles
of the agreement. 26 Lysias §came forward
to speak, made the best defense that was
possible, persuaded, pacified, gained their
good will, and departed to Antioch. This
was the issue of the attack and departure of
the king.

14
1 Three years later, news was brought

to Judas and his company that Demetrius
the son of Seleucus, having sailed into the
harbor of Tripoliswith amighty armyanda
fleet, 2had taken possession of the country,
having made away with Antiochus and his
guardian Lysias.

3 But one Alcimus, who had formerly
been high priest, and had willfully pol-
luted himself in the times when there was
no mingling with the Gentiles, considering
that there was no deliverance for him in
any way, nor any more access to the holy
altar, 4 came to King Demetrius in about
the one hundred fifty-first year, presenting
to him a crown of gold and a palm, and
beside these some of the festal olive boughs
of the temple. For that day, he held his
peace; 5 but having gotten opportunity to
further his own madness, being called by
Demetrius intoameetingofhis council, and
askedhow the Jews stoodaffected andwhat
they intended, he answered:

6 “Those of the Jews called *Hasidaeans,
whose leader is Judas Maccabaeus, keep
up war and are seditious, not allowing the
kingdom to find tranquillity. 7 Therefore,
having laid aside my ancestral glory—I
mean the high priesthood—I have now
come †here, 8 first for the genuine care I
have for the things that concern the king,
and secondly because I have regard also
to my own fellow citizens. For through
the unadvised dealing of those of whom I
spoke before, our whole race is in no small
misfortune. 9 O king, having informed
yourself of these things, take thought both
for our country and for our race, which is
surrounded by enemies, according to the
gracious kindness with which you receive
all. 10 For as long as Judas remains alive,
it is impossible for the government to find
peace. 11When he had spoken such words
as these, at once ‡the rest of the king’s
§friends, having ill will against Judas, in-
flamed Demetrius yet more. 12 He imme-
diately appointed Nicanor, who had been
master of the elephants, andmadehimgov-
ernor of Judea. He sent him out, 13 giving
him written instructions to kill Judas him-
self and to scatter thosewhowerewithhim,
and to set up Alcimus as high priest of the
*great temple. 14 Those in Judea who †had

* 13:13 Some authorities read the Lord. † 13:14 Some authorities read Creator. ‡ 13:15 The Greek text here

is probably corrupt. § 13:15 Gr. house. * 13:16 Gr. camp. † 13:17 Gr. him. ‡ 13:24 The form of

this word is uncertain. Compare Girzites (or Gizrites), 1 Samuel 27:8. Onemanuscript reads Gerarenes. § 13:26 Gr.

came forward to the tribune or judgment seat. * 14:6 That is, Chasidim. † 14:7 Some authorities read a second

time. ‡ 14:11 Or, the king’s friends likewise § 14:11 See 2Maccabees 8:9. * 14:13 Gr. greatest. † 14:14
See 2Maccabees 5:27.
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driven Judas into exile thronged to Nicanor
in flocks, supposing that the misfortunes
and calamities of the Jews would be suc-
cesses to themselves.

15 But when the Jews heard of Nicanor’s
advance and the assault of the heathen,
they sprinkleddirt on theirheadsandmade
solemn prayers to him who had estab-
lished his own people for evermore, and
who always, makingmanifest his presence,
upholds those who are his own heritage.
16 ‡When the leader had given orders, he
immediately set out from there and joined
battle with them at a village called Lessau.
17 But Simon, the brother of Judas, had en-
countered Nicanor, yet not till late, having
been delayed by reason of the sudden con-
sternation caused by his adversaries.

18 Nevertheless Nicanor, hearing of the
valor of those who were with Judas, and
their courage in fighting for their coun-
try, shrank from bringing the matter to
the decision of the sword. 19 Therefore he
sent Posidonius, Theodotus, andMattathias
to give and receive pledges of friendship.
20 So when these proposals had been long
considered, and the leader had made the
§troops acquainted with them, and it ap-
peared that they were all of like mind, they
consented to the covenants. 21 They ap-
pointed a day onwhich to meet together by
themselves. A chariot came forward from
each army. They set up seats of honor.
22 Judas stationed armedmen ready in con-
venient places, lest perhaps there should
suddenly be treachery on the part of the
enemy. They held a conference as was ap-
propriate. 23Nicanor waited in Jerusalem,
and did nothing to cause disturbance, but
dismissed theflocksofpeople thathadgath-
ered together. 24Hekept Judas always in his
presence. He had gained a hearty affection
for the man. 25He urged him to marry and
have children. He married, settled quietly,
and took part in common life.

26 But Alcimus, perceiving the good will
that was between them, *and having taken
possession of the covenants that had been
made, came to Demetrius and told him
that Nicanor was disloyal to the govern-
ment, for he had appointed that conspir-
ator against his kingdom, Judas, to be his
successor. 27 The king, falling into a rage,
and being exasperated by the false accu-
sations of that most wicked man, wrote to
Nicanor, signifying that he was displeased
at the covenants, and commanding him

to send Maccabaeus prisoner to Antioch
in all haste. 28 When this message came
to Nicanor, he was confounded, and was
very troubled at the thought of annulling
the articles that had been agreed upon, the
man having done no wrong; 29but because
therewas no opposing the king, hewatched
his time to execute this purpose by strat-
egy. 30But Maccabaeus, when he perceived
that Nicanor was behaving more harshly
in his dealings with him, and that he had
become ruler in his customary bearing, un-
derstanding that this harshness came not
of good, gathered together not a few of his
men, and concealed himself fromNicanor.

31But the other,† when he became aware
that he had been bravely defeated by the
strategy of Judas,‡ came to the great§ and
holy temple, while the priestswere offering
the usual sacrifices, and commanded them
to hand over the man. 32 When they de-
clared with oaths that they had no knowl-
edge where the man was whom he sought,
33 he stretched out his right hand toward
the sanctuary, and swore this oath: “If you
won’t deliver up to me Judas as a prisoner,
I will level this *temple of God even with
the ground, break down the altar, and I will
erect here a temple to Dionysus for all to
see.

34And having said this, he departed. But
the priests, stretching forth their hands
toward heaven, called upon him who al-
ways fights for our nation, in these words:
35 “You, O Lord of the universe, who in
yourself have need of nothing, were well
pleased that a sanctuaryof yourhabitation†
should be set among us. 36 So now, O holy
Lord of all holiness, keep undefiled forever
this house that has been recently cleansed.”

37Now information was given to Nicanor
against one Razis, an elder of Jerusalem,
who was a lover of his countrymen and a
man of very good report, and one called
Father of the Jews for his good will. 38 For
in the former timeswhen therewasnomin-
glingwith theGentiles, hehadbeenaccused
of following the Jews’ religion, and had
riskedbody and lifewith all earnestness for
the religion of the Jews. 39Nicanor, wishing
to make evident the ill will that he bore
against the Jews, sent above five hundred
soldiers to seize him; 40 for he thought by
seizing him to inflict an injury on them.
41 But when the ‡troops were at the point
of taking the tower, and were forcing the

‡ 14:16 The Greek text of this verse and the next is corrupt. § 14:20 Or, people Gr. multitudes. * 14:26 Or, and
the covenants that had been made, took occasion and came † 14:31 Or, though he was conscious that he had been

nobly defeated by ‡ 14:31 Gr. the man § 14:31 Gr. greatest. * 14:33 Or, chapel Gr. enclosure. † 14:35
Gr. tabernacling. ‡ 14:41 Or, people Gr. multitudes.
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door of the court, and asked for fire to burn
the doors, he, being surrounded on every
side, fell upon his sword, 42 choosing rather
to die nobly than to fall into the hands of
thewickedwretches, and sufferoutrageun-
worthyofhis ownnobleness. 43But sincehe
missed his stroke through the excitement
of the struggle, and the crowds were now
rushing within the door, he ran bravely up
to the wall and cast himself down bravely
among the crowds. 44 But as they quickly
gave back, a spacewasmade, and he fell on
themiddleof§his side. 45Still havingbreath
within him, and being inflamedwith anger,
he roseup, and thoughhis blood gushedout
in streams and his wounds were grievous,
he ran through the crowds, and standing
upon a steep rock, 46 when as his blood
was now well near spent, he drew forth
his bowels through the wound, and taking
them inbothhis handshe shook themat the
crowds. Calling upon him who is Lord of
life and spirit to restore him *these again,
he died like this.

15
1 But Nicanor, hearing that Judas and his

companywere in the region of Samaria, re-
solved to attack them with complete safety
on the day of rest. 2 When the Jews who
were compelled to follow him said, “Don’t
destroy so savagely and barbarously, but
give due glory to the daywhich hewho sees
all things has honored and hallowed above
other days.”

3 Then the thrice-accursed wretch asked
if there were a Sovereign in heaven who
had commanded to keep the Sabbath day.

4When they declared, “There is the Lord,
living himself as Sovereign in heaven, who
told us observe the seventh day.”

5 He replied, “I also am a sovereign on
the earth, who commands you to take up
weapons and execute the king’s business.”
Nevertheless he didn’t prevail to execute
his cruel plan.

6And Nicanor, * in his utter boastfulness
and arrogance, had determined to set up a
monument of complete victory over Judas
and all those who were with him. 7 But
Maccabaeus still trusted unceasingly, with
all hope that he should obtain help from
the Lord. 8He exhorted his company not to
be fearful at the assault of the heathen, but
keeping in mind the help which in former
times they had often received fromheaven,
so now also to look for the victory which
would come to them from the Almighty,

9 and encouraging them out of the law and
the prophets, and reminding them of the
conflicts that they had won, he made them
more eager. 10 And when he had aroused
their courage, he gave them orders, at the
same time pointing out the faithlessness of
the heathen and their breach of their oaths.
11 Arming each one of them, not so much
with the sure defense of shields and spears
as with the encouragement of good words,
and moreover relating to them a dream
worthy to be believed, he made them all
exceedingly glad.

12 The vision of that dream was this:
Onias, hewho had been high priest, a noble
and good man, modest in bearing, yet gen-
tle inmanner andwell-spoken, and trained
from a child in all points of virtue, with
outstretched hands invoking blessings on
the whole body of the Jews. 13 Then he
saw aman appear, of venerable age and ex-
ceeding glory, and the dignity around him
was wonderful and most majestic. 14Onias
answered and said, “This is the lover of the
kindred, he who prays much for the people
and the holy city: Jeremiah the prophet of
God. 15 Jeremiah stretched out his right
hand and delivered to Judas a gold sword,
and ingiving it addressedhimthus: 16“Take
this holy sword, a gift fromGod,withwhich
you shall strike down the adversaries.”

17 Being encouraged by the words of Ju-
das, which were noble and effective, and
able to incite to virtue and to stir the souls
of the young to manly courage, they de-
termined not to carry on a campaign, but
nobly to bear down upon the enemy, and
fightinghand tohandwithall couragebring
thematter to a conclusion, because the city,
the sanctuary, and the temple were in dan-
ger. 18For their fear for wives and children,
and furthermore for family and relatives,
was less important to them; but greatest
and first was their fear for the consecrated
sanctuary. 19 Also those who were shut up
in the city were in no light distress, being
troubled because of the encounter in the
open country.

20 When all were now waiting for the
decision of the issue, and the enemy had al-
ready joined battle, and the army had been
set in array, and the elephants† brought
back to a convenient post,‡ and the cav-
alry deployed on the flanks, 21Maccabaeus,
perceiving the presence of the §troops,
and the various weapons with which they
were equipped, and the savageness of the
*elephants, holding up his hands to heaven

§ 14:44 Or, the void place * 14:46 Someauthorities read the same. * 15:6 Gr. carrying his neck high. † 15:20

Gr. animals. ‡ 15:20 Or, stationed for convenient action § 15:21 Gr. multitudes. * 15:21 Gr. animals.
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called upon the Lord who works won-
ders, knowing that success comes not by
weapons, but that, according to how the
Lord judges, he gains the victory for those
who are worthy. 22 And calling upon God,
he said this: “You, O Sovereign Lord, sent
your angel in the time of King Hezekiah of
Judea, and he killed of the †army of Sen-
nacherib as many as one hundred eighty-
five thousand. 23 So now also, O Sovereign
of the heavens, send a good angel before us
to bring terror and trembling. 24 Through
the greatness of your arm let them be
stricken with dismay who with blasphemy
have come here against your holy people.”
As he finished these words, 25Nicanor and
his company advanced with trumpets and
victory songs; 26but Judas and his company
joined battle with the enemy with invoca-
tion and prayers. 27 Fighting with their
hands and praying to Godwith their hearts,
they killed no less than thirty-five thousand
men, being made exceedingly glad by the
manifestation of God.

28 When the engagement was over and
they were returning again with joy, they
recognized Nicanor lying dead in full ar-
mor. 29 Then there was shouting and noise,
and they blessed the Sovereign Lord in the
language of their ancestors. 30 He who in
all things was in body and soul the fore-
most champion of his fellow-citizens, he
who kept through life the good will of his
youth towardhis countrymen, ordered that
Nicanor’s head be cut offwith his hand and
arm, and that they be brought to Jerusalem.
31 When he had arrived there and had
called his countrymen together and set the
priests before the altar, he sent for those
who were in the citadel. 32 Showing the
head of the vile Nicanor and the hand of
that profane man, which with proud brags
he had stretched out against the holy house
of the Almighty, 33 and cutting out the
tongue of the impious Nicanor, he said that
he would give it in pieces to the birds, and
hang up these rewards of his folly near the
sanctuary. 34They all, looking up to heaven,
blessed the Lord who had manifested him-
self, saying, “Blessed is he who has pre-
served his own place undefiled!” 35 He
hungNicanor’s head and shoulder from the
citadel, a clear sign evident to all of the help
of theLord. 36Theyall ordainedwitha com-
mon decree to in no way let this day pass
undistinguished, but to mark with honor
the thirteenth day of the twelfthmonth (it is
called Adar in the Syrian language), the day
before the day of Mordecai.

37 This then having been the account of
the attempt of Nicanor, and the city having
from those timesbeenheldby theHebrews,
I also will here make an end of my book.
38 If I have written well and to the point in
my story, this is what I myself desired; but
if its poorly done and mediocre, this is the
best I could do. 39 For as it is ‡distasteful
to drink wine alone and likewise to drink
water alone, §while the mingling of wine
withwater at oncegives full pleasantness to
the flavor; so also the fashioning of the lan-
guage delights the ears of those who read
the story.
Here is the end.

† 15:22 Gr. camp. ‡ 15:39 Or, hurtful § 15:39 Gr. but even as.
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The First Book of Esdras
The First Book of Esdras is recognized as

Deuterocanonical Scripture by the Greek
Orthodox and Russian Orthodox Churches.
It is not recognized by the Roman Catholic
Church, but 1 Esdras is placed as an ap-
pendix to the Latin Vulgate Bible.

1✡Josias held thePassover in Jerusalem to
his Lord, and offered the Passover the four-
teenth day of the first month, 2 having set
the priests according to their daily courses,
being arrayed in their vestments, in the
Lord’s temple. 3 He spoke to the Levites,
✡the temple servants of Israel, that they
shouldmake themselvesholy to theLord, to
set the holy ark of the Lord in the house that
King Solomon the son of David had built.
4 He said, “You no longer need to carry it
on your shoulders. Now therefore serve the
Lord your God, and minister to his people
Israel, and prepare yourselves by your fa-
thers’ houses and kindred, 5 according to
the writing of King David of Israel, and ac-
cording to themagnificence of Solomon his
son. Stand in theholyplace according to the
divisions of your Levite families who min-
ister in the presence of your kindred the
descendants of Israel. 6Offer the Passover
in order, prepare the sacrifices for your kin-
dred, and keep the Passover according to
the Lord’s commandment,whichwas given
to Moses.

7To thepeoplewhichwerepresent, Josias
gave thirty thousand lambs and kids, and
three thousand calves. These things were
given from the king’s possessions, as he
promised, to the people and to the priests
and Levites. 8 Helkias, Zacharias, and
*Esyelus, the rulers of the temple, gave
to the priests for the Passover two thou-
sand sixhundred sheep, and threehundred
calves. 9 Jeconias, Samaias, Nathanael his
brother, Sabias, Ochielus, and Joram, cap-
tains over thousands, gave to theLevites for
thePassoverfive thousand sheepand seven
hundred calves.

10 When these things were done, the
priests and Levites, having the unleavened
bread, stood in proper order according to
the kindred, 11 and according to the sev-
eral divisions by fathers’ houses, before the
people, to offer to the Lord as it is written
in the book of Moses. They did this in the
morning. 12Theyroasted thePassover lamb
with fire, as required. They boiled the sac-
rifices in the brazen vessels and caldrons

withapleasing smell, 13andset thembefore
all the people. Afterward they prepared
for themselves and for their kindred the
priests, the sons of Aaron. 14For the priests
offered the fat until night. The Levites pre-
pared for themselves and for their kindred
the priests, the sons of Aaron. 15 The holy
singers also, the sons of Asaph, were in
their order, according to the appointment
of David: Asaph, Zacharias, and Eddinus,
who represented the king. 16 Moreover
the gatekeepers were at every gate. No
one needed to depart from his daily duties,
for their kindred the Levites prepared for
them.

17So the things thatbelonged to theLord’s
sacrifices were accomplished in that day,
in holding the Passover, 18 and offering
sacrifices on the altar of the Lord, accord-
ing to the commandment of King Josias.
19 So the children of Israel which were
present at that time held the Passover and
the feast of unleavened bread seven days.
20 Such a Passover had not been held in
Israel since the time of the prophet Samuel.
21 Indeed, none of the kings of Israel held
such a Passover as Josias with the priests,
the Levites, and the Jews, held with all
Israel that were present in their dwelling
place at Jerusalem. 22 This Passover was
held in the eighteenth year of the reign of
Josias. 23 The works of Josias were upright
before his Lord with a heart full of godli-
ness. 24 Moreover the things that came to
pass in his days have been written in times
past, concerning those who sinned and did
wickedly against the Lord more than any
other people or kingdom, and how they
grieved him †exceedingly, so that the Lord’s
words were confirmed against Israel.

25 ✡Now after all these acts of Josias, it
came to pass that Pharaoh the king of Egypt
came to make war at Carchemish on the
Euphrates; and Josiaswent out against him.
26But the king of Egypt sent to him, saying,
“What do I have to do with you, O king of
Judea? 27 I wasn’t sent out from the Lord
God against you, for my war is against the
Euphrates. Now the Lord is with me, yes,
the Lord is with me hastening me forward.
Depart from me, and don’t be against the
Lord.”

28However, Josias didn’t turn back to his
chariot, but tried to fight with him, not
regarding the words of the prophet Jeremy
from the Lord’s mouth, 29 but joined bat-
tle with him in the plain of Megiddo, and
the commanders came down against King
Josias. 30Then the king said to his servants,

✡ 1:1 2 Kings 23:21; 2 Chronicles 35:1 ✡ 1:3 Numbers 3:9 * 1:8 Jehiel, 2 Chronicles 35:8. † 1:24 Or, sensibly
Judges 16:17. ✡ 1:25 2 Chronicles 35:20
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“Carry me away out of the battle, for I am
very weak!” Immediately his servants car-
ried him away out of the army. 31 Then
he got into his second chariot. After he
was brought back to Jerusalemhe died, and
was buried in the tomb of his ancestors.
32All Judea mourned for Josias. Jeremy the
prophet lamented for Josias, and the chief
menwith thewomenmade lamentation for
him to this day. This was given out for an
ordinance to be done continually in all the
nation of Israel. 33These things are written
in the book of the histories of the kings of
Judea, and every one of the acts that Josias
did, and his glory, and his understanding
in the law of the Lord, and the things that
he had done before, and the things now
told, are reported in the book of the kings
of Israel and Judah.

34 ✡ The people took ‡Joachaz the son
of Josias, and made him king instead of
Josias his father, when he was twenty-
three years old. 35 He reigned in Judah
and Jerusalem for three months. Then the
king of Egypt deposed him from reigning in
Jerusalem. 36He set a tax upon the people
of one hundred talents of silver and one
talent of gold. 37 The king of Egypt also
madeKing Joakimhis brother king of Judea
and Jerusalem. 38 And Joakim imprisoned
the nobles and apprehended his brother
Zarakes, and brought him up out of Egypt.

39 ✡Joakim was twenty-five years old
when he began to reign in Judea and
Jerusalem. Hedid thatwhichwas evil in the
sight of the Lord. 40King Nabuchodonosor
of Babylon came up against him, bound
him with a chain of brass, and carried him
to Babylon. 41 Nabuchodonosor also took
some of the Lord’s holy vessels, carried
them away, and stored them in his own
temple at Babylon. 42 But those things that
are reported of him, and of his uncleanness
and impiety, arewritten in the chronicles of
the kings. 43 Then Joakim his son reigned
in his place. When he was made king, he
was eighteen years old. 44He reigned three
months and ten days in Jerusalem. He did
that which was evil before the Lord.

45 So after a year Nabuchodonosor sent
and caused him to be brought to Babylon
with the holy vessels of the Lord, 46 and
made Sedekias king of Judea and Jerusalem
when he was twenty-one years old. He
reigned eleven years. 47 He also did that
which was evil in the sight of the Lord, and
didn’t heed the words that were spoken by
Jeremy the prophet from the Lord’s mouth.
48 After King Nabuchodonosor had made

him to swear by the name of the Lord, he
broke his oath and rebelled. Hardening
his neck and his heart, he transgressed
the laws of the Lord, the God of Israel.
49 Moreover the governors of the people
andof the priests didmany thingswickedly,
exceeding all the defilements of all nations,
and defiled the temple of the Lord, which
was sanctified in Jerusalem. 50 The God of
their ancestors sent byhismessenger to call
them back, because he had compassion on
them and on his dwelling place. 51But they
mocked his messengers. In the day when
the Lord spoke, they scoffed at his prophets
52 until he, being angry with his people
for their great ungodliness, commanded to
bring up the kings of the Chaldeans against
them. 53 They killed their young men
with the sword around their holy temple,
and spared neither young man or young
woman, old man or child; but he delivered
all of them into their hands. 54They took all
the holy vessels of the Lord, both great and
small, with the treasure chests of the Lord’s
ark and the king’s treasures, and carried
them away to Babylon. 55 They burned
the Lord’s house, broke down Jerusalem’s
walls, and burned its towers with fire. 56As
forherglorious things, theydidn’t stopuntil
they had brought them all to nothing. He
carried the people who weren’t slain with
the sword to Babylon. 57 They were ser-
vants to him and to his children until the
Persians reigned, to fulfill the word of the
Lord by the mouth of Jeremy: 58 “Until the
land has enjoyed its Sabbaths, the whole
time of her desolation shall she keep Sab-
bath, to fulfill seventy years.

2
1 In the ✡first year of King Cyrus of the

Persians, that the word of the Lord by the
mouth of Jeremy might be accomplished,
2 the Lord stirred up the spirit of King Cyrus
of the Persians, and he made a proclama-
tion throughout all his kingdom, and also
by writing, 3 saying, “Cyrus king of the Per-
sians says: The Lord of Israel, the Most
High Lord, has made me king of the whole
world, 4 and commanded me to build him
a house at Jerusalem that is in Judea. 5 If
therefore there are any of you that are of
his people, let the Lord, even his Lord, be
with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem
that is in Judea, and build the house of the
Lord of Israel. He is the Lord who dwells in
Jerusalem. 6 Therefore, of those who dwell
in various places, let those who are in his
own place help each one with gold, with

✡ 1:34 2 Kings 23:30; 2 Chronicles 36:1 ‡ 1:34 Another reading is, Jeconias. ✡ 1:39 2 Chronicles 36:4-5 ✡ 2:1
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silver, 7 with gifts, with horses, and cattle,
beside the other things which have been
added by vow for the temple of the Lord
which is in Jerusalem.

8 Then the chief of the families of Judah
and of the tribe of Benjamin stood up, with
the priests, the Levites, and all whose spirit
the Lord had stirred to go up, to build the
house for the Lord which is in Jerusalem.
9 Those who lived around them helped
them in all things with silver and gold, with
horses and cattle, and with very many gifts
that were vowed by a great number whose
minds were somoved.

10 King Cyrus also brought out the holy
vessels of theLord,whichNabuchodonosor
had carried away from Jerusalem and had
stored in his temple of idols. 11Now when
King Cyrus of the Persians had brought
themout, he delivered them toMithradates
his treasurer, 12 and by him they were
delivered to *Sanabassar the governor of
Judea. 13This was the number of them: one
thousand gold cups, one thousand silver
cups, twenty-nine silver censers, thirty gold
bowls, two thousand four hundred ten sil-
ver bowls, and one thousand other vessels.
14Soall thevessels of goldandof silverwere
brought up, even five thousand four hun-
dred seventy-nine, 15andwere carriedback
by Sanabassar, together with the returning
exiles, from Babylon to Jerusalem.

16 ✡In the time of King Artaxerxes of the
Persians, Belemus, Mithradates, Tabellius,
†Rathumus, Beeltethmus, and ‡Samellius
the scribe, with their other associates,
dwelling in Samaria and other places,
wrote to him against those who lived in
Judea and Jerusalem the following letter:

17 “To King Artaxerxes our Lord, from
your servants, Rathumus the recorder,
Samellius the scribe, and the rest of
their council, and the judges who are in
Coelesyria and Phoenicia: 18 Let it now
be known to our lord the king, that the
Jews that have come up from you to us,
having come to Jerusalem, are building
that rebellious and wicked city, and are
repairing its marketplaces and walls, and
are laying the foundation of a temple.
19 Now if this city is built and its walls
are finished, they will not only refuse to
give tribute, but will even stand up against
kings. 20 Since the things pertaining to
the temple are now in hand, we think it
appropriate not to neglect such a matter,
21 but to speak to our lord the king, to the
intent that, if it is yourpleasure, searchmay
be made in the books of your ancestors.

22 You will find in the chronicles what is
written concerning these things, and will
understand that that city was rebellious,
troubling both kings and cities, 23 and that
the Jews were rebellious, and kept starting
wars there in the past. For this cause, this
city was laidwaste. 24Therefore nowwe do
declare to you, O lord the king, that if this
city is built again, and its walls set up again,
you will from then on have no passage into
Coelesyria and Phoenicia.”

25 Then the king wrote back again to
Rathumus the recorder, Beeltethmus,
Samellius the scribe, and to the rest that
of their associates who lived in Samaria,
Syria, and Phoenicia, as follows:

26 “I have read the letter which you have
sent to me. Therefore I commanded to
makesearch, and ithasbeen found that that
city of old time has fought against kings,
27 and the men were given to rebellion and
war in it, and that mighty and fierce kings
were in Jerusalem, who reigned and ex-
acted tribute in Coelesyria and Phoenicia.
28Now therefore I have commanded to pre-
vent those men from building the city, and
heed to be taken that there be nothing done
contrary to this order, 29 and that those
wicked doings proceed no further to the
annoyance of kings.” 30 Then King Artax-
erxes, his letters being read, Rathumus, and
Samellius the scribe, and the rest of their
associates, went in haste to Jerusalem with
cavalry and a multitude of people in battle
array, and began to hinder the builders.
So the building of the temple in Jerusalem
ceased until the second year of the reign of
King Darius of the Persians.

3
1Now King Darius made a great feast for

all his subjects, for all whowere born in his
house, for all the princes of Media and of
Persia, 2 and for all the local governors and
captains and governors who were under
him, from India to Ethiopia, in the one hun-
dred twenty seven provinces. 3 They ate
and drank, and when they were satisfied
went home. Then King Dariuswent into his
bedchamber slept, but awakened out of his
sleep.

4 Then the three young men of the body-
guard, who guarded the king, spoke one to
another: 5 “Let every one of us state what
one thing is strongest. King Darius will give
he whose statement seems wiser than the
others great gifts and great honors in token
of victory. 6 He shall be clothed in purple,
drink from gold cups, sleep on a gold bed,
and have a chariot with bridles of gold, a

* 2:12 Another reading is, Simanassar. ✡ 2:16 Ezra 4:7 † 2:16 Rehum, ‡ 2:16 Shimshai.
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fine linen turban, and a chain around his
neck. 7He shall sit next to Darius because
of his wisdom, and shall be called cousin of
Darius.”

8 Then they each wrote his sentence,
sealed them, and laid them under King
Darius’ pillow, 9 and said, “When the king
wakes up, someone will give him the writ-
ing. Whoever thekingand the threeprinces
of Persia judge that his sentence is the wis-
est, to him shall the victory be given, as it
is written.” 10 The first wrote, “Wine is the
strongest.” 11The secondwrote, “Theking is
strongest.” 12The third wrote, “Women are
strongest, but above all things Truth is the
victor.”

13Nowwhen the king woke up, they took
the writing and gave it to him, so he read
it. 14 Sending out, he called all the princes
of Persia and of Media, the local governors,
the captains, the governors, and the chief
officers 15and sat himself down in the royal
seat of judgment; and the writing was read
before them. 16 He said, “Call the young
men, and they shall explain their own sen-
tences. So they were called and came in.
17 They said to them, “Explain what you
have written.”
Then the first, who had spoken of the

strength of wine, began 18 and said this: “O
sirs, how exceedingly strong wine is! It
causes all men who drink it to go astray.
19 It makes the mind of the king and of the
fatherless child to be the same, likewise
of the bondman and of the freeman, of
the poor man and of the rich. 20 It also
turns every thought into cheer and mirth,
so that a man remembers neither sorrow
nor debt. 21 It makes every heart rich, so
that a man remembers neither king nor
local governor. It makes people say things
in large amounts. 22When they are in their
cups, they forget their love both to friends
and kindred, and before long draw their
swords. 23But when they awake from their
wine, they don’t remember what they have
done. 24 O sirs, isn’t wine the strongest,
seeing that it forces people to do this?” And
whenhehad said this, he stopped speaking.

4
1Then the second, who had spoken of the

strength of the king, began to say, 2 “O sirs,
don’t men excel in strength who rule over
the sea and land, and all things in them?
3But yet the king is stronger. He is their lord
and has dominion over them. In whatever
he commands them, they obey him. 4 If
he tells them to make war the one against
the other, they do it. If he sends them out
against the enemies, they go, and conquer
mountains, walls, and towers. 5 They kill

and are killed, and don’t disobey the king’s
commandment. If they win the victory,
they bring everything to the king—all the
plunder and everything else. 6Likewise for
those who are not soldiers, and don’t have
anything to do with wars, but farm, when
they have reaped again that which they
had sown, they bring some to the king and
compel one another to pay tribute to the
king. 7He is just one man! If he commands
people to kill, they kill. If he commands
them to spare, they spare. 8 If he commands
them to strike, they strike. If he commands
them tomake desolate, theymake desolate.
If he commands to build, they build. 9 If
he commands them to cut down, they cut
down. If he commands them to plant, they
plant. 10 So all his people and his armies
obey him. Furthermore, he lies down, he
eats and drinks, and takes his rest; 11 and
these keep watch around him. None of
them may depart and do his own business.
They don’t disobey him in anything. 12 O
sirs, howcould thekingnotbe thestrongest,
seeing that he is obeyed like this?” Then he
stopped talking.

13 Then the third, who had spoken of
women, and of truth, (this was Zorobabel)
began to speak: 14 “O sirs, isn’t the king
great, and men are many, and isn’t wine
strong? Who is it then who rules them, or
has the lordship over them? Aren’t they
women? 15 Women have given birth to
the king and all the people who rule over
sea and land. 16 They came from women.
Women nourished up those who planted
the vineyards, fromwhere the wine comes.
17 Women also make garments for men.
These bring glory to men. Without women,
men can’t exist. 18 Yes, and if men have
gathered together gold and silver and any
otherbeautiful thing, andseeawomanwho
is lovely in appearance and beauty, 19 they
let all those things go and gape at her, and
with openmouth stare at her. They all have
more desire for her than for gold, or silver,
or any other beautiful thing. 20 A man
leaves his own father who brought him up,
leaves his own country, and joins with his
wife. 21 With his wife he ends his days,
with no thought for his father, mother, or
country. 22By this also you must know that
women have dominion over you. Don’t you
labor and toil, and bring it all to give to
women? 23 Yes, a man takes his sword and
goes out to travel, to rob, to steal, and to sail
on the sea and on rivers. 24He sees a lion
and walks in the darkness. When he has
stolen, plundered, and robbed, he brings it
to the woman he loves. 25 Therefore a man
loves his wife better than father or mother.
26 Yes, there are many who have lost their
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minds for women, and become slaves for
their sakes. 27 Many also have perished,
have stumbled, and sinned, for women.
28Now don’t you believe me? Isn’t the king
great in his power? Don’t all regions fear
to touch him? 29 Yet I saw him and Apame
the king’s concubine, the daughter of the
illustrious Barticus, sitting at the right hand
of the king, 30 and taking the crown from
the king’s head, and setting it upon her own
head. Yes, she struck the king with her left
hand. 31At this, the king gaped and gazed at
her with open mouth. If she smiles at him,
he laughs. But if she takes any displeasure
at him, he flatters her, that she might be
reconciled to him again. 32O sirs, how can
it not be thatwomen are strong, seeing they
do this?”

33 Then the king and the nobles looked
at one another. So he began to speak con-
cerning truth. 34 “O sirs, aren’t women
strong? The earth is great. The sky is high.
The sun is swift in its course, for it circles
around the sky, and returns on its course
again in one day. 35 Isn’t he who makes
these things great? Therefore the truth is
great, and stronger than all things. 36All the
earth calls upon truth, and the sky blesses
truth. All works shake and tremble, but
with truth there is no unrighteous thing.
37Wine is unrighteous. The king is unrigh-
teous. Women are unrighteous. All the
children of men are unrighteous, and all
their works are unrighteous. There is no
truth in them. They shall alsoperish in their
unrighteousness. 38But truth remains, and
is strong forever. Truth lives and conquers
forevermore. 39With truth there is no par-
tiality towardpersons or rewards, but truth
does the things that are just, instead of any
unrighteous or wicked things. All men ap-
prove truth’s works. 40 In truth’s judgment
is not any unrighteousness. Truth is the
strength, the kingdom, the power, and the
majesty of all ages. Blessed be the God of
truth!”

41With that, he stopped speaking. Then
all the people shouted and said, “Great is
truth, and strong above all things!”

42 Then the king said to him, “Ask what
you wish, even more than is appointed in
writing, and we will give it to you, because
you are found wisest. You shall sit next me,
and shall be calledmy cousin.”

43 Then he said to the king, “Remem-
ber your vow, which you vowed to build
Jerusalem, in the day when you came to
your kingdom, 44 and to send back all the
vessels that were taken out of Jerusalem,
which Cyrus set apart when he vowed to
destroy Babylon, and vowed to send them
back there. 45 You also vowed to build the

temple which the Edomites burned when
Judeawasmade desolate by the Chaldeans.
46 Now, O lord the king, this is what I re-
quest, and what I desire of you, and this is
the princely generosity that may proceed
from you: I ask therefore that you make
good the vow, the performance of which
you have vowed to the King of Heavenwith
your ownmouth.”

47Then King Darius stood up, kissed him,
and wrote letters for him to all the treasur-
ers and governors and captains and local
governors, that they should safely bring
on their way both him, and all those who
would go up with him to build Jerusalem.
48He wrote letters also to all the governors
who were in Coelesyria and Phoenicia, and
to them in Libanus, that they should bring
cedarwood fromLibanus to Jerusalem, and
that they should help him build the city.
49Moreover he wrote for all the Jews who
would go out of his realmup into Judea con-
cerning their freedom, that no officer, no
governor, no local governor, nor treasurer,
should forciblyenter into theirdoors, 50and
that all the country which they occupied
should be free to themwithout tribute, and
that the Edomites should give up the vil-
lages of the Jews which they held at that
time, 51 and that there should be given
twenty talents yearly toward the building
of the temple, until the time that it was
built, 52 and another ten talents yearly for
burnt offerings to be presented upon the
altar every day, as they had a command-
ment to make seventeen offerings, 53 and
that all those who would come from Baby-
lonia to build the city should have their
freedom—they and their descendants, and
all the priests that came. 54 He wrote also
to give them their support and the priests’
vestments inwhich theyminister. 55For the
Levites he wrote that their support should
be given them until the day that the house
was finished and Jerusalem built up. 56He
commanded that land andwages should be
given to all who guarded the city. 57He also
sent away all the vessels from Babylon that
Cyrus had set apart, and all that Cyrus had
given in commandment, he commanded
also to be done and to be sent to Jerusalem.

58 Now when this young man had gone
out, he lifted up his face to heaven toward
Jerusalem, and praised the King of heaven,
59and said, “From you comes victory. From
you comes wisdom. Yours is the glory, and
I am your servant. 60 Blessed are you, who
have given me wisdom. I give thanks to
you, O Lord of our fathers. 61 So he took the
letters, went out, came to Babylon, and told
it all his kindred. 62They praised the God of
their ancestors, because he had given them
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freedom and liberty 63 to go up and to build
Jerusalemand the templewhich is calledby
his name. They feastedwith instruments of
music and gladness seven days.

5
1 After this, the chiefs of fathers’ houses

were chosen to go up according to their
tribes, with their wives, sons, and daugh-
ters, with their menservants and maidser-
vants, and their livestock. 2Darius sentwith
them one thousand cavalry to bring them
back to Jerusalemwith peace, withmusical
instruments, drums, and flutes. 3 All their
kindred were making merry, and he made
them go up together with them.

4 These are the names of the men who
went up, according to their families among
their tribes, after their several divisions.
5 The priests, the sons of Phinees, the sons
of Aaron: Jesus the son of Josedek, the son
of Saraias, and Joakim the son of Zorobabel,
the sonof Salathiel, of thehouse ofDavid, of
the lineage of Phares, of the tribe of Judah,
6who spoke wise words before Darius the
king of Persia in the second year of his
reign, in themonth Nisan, which is the first
month.

7 ✡These are the of Judeans who came up
from the captivity, where they lived as for-
eigners, whom Nabuchodonosor the king
of Babylon had carried away to Babylon.
8 They returned to Jerusalem and to the
other parts of Judea, every man to his own
city, who came with Zorobabel, with Jesus,
Nehemias, * Zaraias, Resaias,† Eneneus,
Mardocheus, Beelsarus,‡ Aspharsus,§ Reel-
ias, Roimus, and Baana, their leaders.

9 The number of them of the nation and
their leaders: the sons of Phoros, two thou-
sand one hundred seventy two; the sons of*
Saphat, four hundred seventy two; 10 the
sons of†Ares, seven hundred fifty six; 11 the
sons of‡ Phaath Moab, of the sons of Je-
sus and Joab, two thousand eight hundred
twelve; 12 the sons of Elam, one thousand
two hundred fifty four; the sons of§ Za-
thui, nine hundred forty five; the sons of*
Chorbe, seven hundred five; the sons of
Bani, six hundred forty eight; 13 the sons of
Bebai, six hundred twenty three; the sons

of† Astad,‡ one thousand three hundred
twenty two; 14 the sons of Adonikam, six
hundred sixty seven; the sons of§ Bagoi,
two thousand sixty six; the sons of* Ad-
inu, four hundred fifty four; 15 the sons
of† Ater, of Ezekias, ninety two; the sons
of Kilan and Azetas, sixty seven; the sons
of‡ Azaru, four hundred thirty two; 16 the
sons of§ Annis, one hundred one; the sons
of Arom, the sons of* Bassai, three hun-
dred twenty three; the sons of Arsiphu-
rith, one hundred twelve; 17 the sons of
Baiterus, three thousand five; the sons
of† Bethlomon, one hundred twenty three;
18 those from Netophas, fifty five; those
from Anathoth, one hundred fifty eight;
those from‡ Bethasmoth, forty two; 19 those
from § Kariathiarius, twenty five: those
from Caphira and Beroth, seven hundred
forty three; 20 the Chadiasai and Ammid-
ioi, four hundred twenty two; those from
*Kirama and †Gabbe, six hundred twenty
one; 21 those from ‡Macalon, one hundred
twenty two; those from §Betolion, fifty
two; the sons of *Niphis, one hundred fifty
six; 22 the sons of †Calamolalus and ‡Onus,
seven hundred twenty five; the sons of §
Jerechu, *three hundred forty five; 23 and
the sons of †Sanaas, three thousand three
hundred thirty.

24 The priests: the sons of ‡Jeddu, the son
of Jesus, among the sons of Sanasib, nine
hundred seventy two; the sons of § Em-
meruth, one thousand fifty two; 25 the sons
of *Phassurus, one thousand two hundred
forty seven; and the sons of †Charme, one
thousand seventeen. 26 The Levites: the
sons of Jesus, Kadmiel, Bannas, and Sudias,
seventy four. 27 The holy singers: the sons
of Asaph, one hundred twenty eight. 28The
gatekeepers: the sons of‡ Salum, the sons
of§ Atar, the sons of Tolman, the sons of*
Dacubi, the sons of† Ateta, the sons of‡ Sabi,
in all one hundred thirty nine.

29The temple servants: the sons of§ Esau,
the sons of*Asipha, the sons of Tabaoth, the
sons of†Keras, the sons of‡ Sua, the sons of§
Phaleas, the sons of Labana, the sons of*
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Aggaba. 30 the sons of† Acud, the sons of
Uta, the sons of Ketab, the sons of‡ Accaba,
the sons of§ Subai, the sons of* Anan, the
sons of† Cathua, the sons of‡ Geddur, 31 the
sons of§ Jairus, the sons of*Daisan, the sons
of† Noeba, the sons of Chaseba, the sons of‡
Gazera, the sons of§ Ozias, the sons of* Phi-
noe, the sons of Asara, the sons of† Basthai,
the sons of‡ Asana, the sons of§ Maani, the
sons of* Naphisi, the sons of†Acub, the sons
of‡ Achipha, the sons of§ Asur, the sons of
Pharakim, the sons of* Basaloth, 32 the sons
of† Meedda, the sons of Cutha, the sons of‡
Charea, the sons of§ Barchus, the sons of*
Serar, the sons of†Thomei, the sons of‡Nasi,
the sons of Atipha.

33 The sons of the servants of Solomon:
the sons of§ Assaphioth, the sons of* Phar-
ida, the sons of† Jeeli, the sons of‡ Lozon,
the sons of§ Isdael, the sons of* Saphuthi,
34 the sons of† Agia, the sons of‡ Phacareth,
the sons of Sabie, the sons of Sarothie, the
sons of§ Masias, the sons of Gas, the sons
of Addus, the sons of Subas, the sons of
Apherra, the sons of Barodis, the sons of
Saphat, the sons of Allon.

35All the temple-servants and the sons of
the servants of Solomon were three hun-
dred seventy two. 36 These came up from*
Thermeleth, and† Thelersas,‡ Charaathalan
leading them, and Allar; 37 and they could
not show their families, nor their stock,
how they were of Israel: the sons of§ Dalan
the son of* Ban, the sons of† Nekodan, six
hundred fifty two.

38 Of the priests, those who usurped the
officeof thepriesthoodandwerenot found:
the sons of‡ Obdia, the sons of§ Akkos, the
sons of Jaddus, who married Augia one
of the daughters of* Zorzelleus, and was
called after his name. 39When the descrip-
tion of the kindred of thesemenwas sought
in the register andwasnot found, theywere
removed from executing the office of the
priesthood; 40 for Nehemias and Attharias
told them that they should not be partakers
of the holy things until a high priest wear-
ing† Urim and Thummim should arise.

41So all those of Israel, from twelve years
old and upward, beside menservants and
women servants, were in number forty two
thousand three hundred sixty. 42 Their
menservants and handmaids were seven
thousand three hundred thirty and seven;
the minstrels and singers, two hundred
forty five; 43 four hundred thirty and five
camels, seven thousand thirty six horses,
two hundred forty five mules, and five
thousandfivehundred twentyfivebeasts of
burden.

44 And some of the chief men of their
families, when they came to the temple of
God that is in Jerusalem, vowed to set up
the house again in its own place according
to their ability, 45 and to give into the holy
treasury of the works one thousandminas‡
of gold, five thousand minas of silver, and
one hundred priestly vestments.

46 The priests and the Levites and some
of the people lived in Jerusalem and the
country. The holy singers also and the gate-
keepers and all Israel lived in their villages.

47 But when the seventh month was at
hand, and when the children of Israel were
each in their own place, they all came to-
gether with one purpose into the broad
place before the first porchwhich is toward
the east. 48 Then Jesus the son of Josedek,
his kindred the priests, Zorobabel the son
of Salathiel, and his kindred stood up and
made the altar of the God of Israel ready
49 to offer burned sacrifices upon it, in ac-
cordancewith theexpress commands in the
book of Moses the man of God. 50 Some
people joined them out of the other nations
of the land, and they erected the altar upon
its own place, because all the nations of the
land were hostile to them and oppressed
them; and they offered sacrifices at the
proper times and burnt offerings to the
Lord both morning and evening. 51 They
also held the feast of tabernacles, as it is
commanded in the law, and offered sacri-
fices daily, as appropriate. 52 After that,
they offered the continual oblations and
the sacrifices of the Sabbaths, of the new
moons, and of all the consecrated feasts.
53All those who had made any vow to God

§ 5:30 Shamlai. * 5:30 Hanan. † 5:30 Giddel. ‡ 5:30 Gahar § 5:31 Reaiah. * 5:31 Rezin. † 5:31

Nekoda. ‡ 5:31 Gazzam. § 5:31 Uzza. * 5:31 Paseah. † 5:31 Besai. ‡ 5:31 Asnah. § 5:31 Meunim.
* 5:31 Nephisim. † 5:31 Bakbuk. According to other readings, Acum, or Acuph. ‡ 5:31 Hakupha. § 5:31

Harhur. * 5:31 Bazluth. † 5:32 Mehida. ‡ 5:32 Harsha § 5:32 Barkos. * 5:32 Sisera. † 5:32

Temah ‡ 5:32 Neziah. Another reading is, Nasith. § 5:33 Hussophereth. * 5:33 Peruda. † 5:33 Jaalah.
‡ 5:33 Darkon. § 5:33 Giddel. * 5:33 Shephatia. † 5:34 Hattil. ‡ 5:34 Pochereth-haz-zebaim, Ezra 2:57.
§ 5:34 Another reading is, Misaias. * 5:36 Telmelah. † 5:36 Telharsha. ‡ 5:36 Cherub. Addan. § 5:37

Delaiah. Another reading is, Asan. * 5:37 TobiahAnother reading is, Baenan. † 5:37 Nekoda. ‡ 5:38 Habaiah,

or Hobaiah. § 5:38 Hakkoz. * 5:38 Barzillai. Another reading is, Phaezeldaeus. † 5:40 Gr. themanifestation
and truth. ‡ 5:45 Amina is about 570 grams or 1.25 pounds.



1 Esdras 5:54 908 1 Esdras 6:9

began to offer sacrifices to God from the
new moon of the seventh month, although
the temple of God was not yet built. 54They
gave money, food, and drink to the masons
and carpenters. 55 They also gave carts
to the people of Sidon and Tyre, that they
should bring cedar trees fromLibanus, and
convey them in rafts to the harbor of Joppa,
according to the commandment which was
written for them by Cyrus king of the Per-
sians.

56 In the second year after his coming to
the temple of God at Jerusalem, in the sec-
ond month, Zorobabel the son of Salathiel,
Jesus the son of Josedek, their kindred, the
Levitical priests, and all those who had
come to Jerusalem out of the captivity be-
gan work. 57 They laid the foundation
of God’s temple on the new moon of the
second month, in the second year after
they had come to Judea and Jerusalem.
58 ✡They appointed the Levites who were
at least twenty years old over the Lord’s
works. Then Jesus, with his sons and kin-
dred, Kadmiel his brother, the sons of Jesus,
Emadabun, and the sons of Joda the son
of Iliadun, and their sons and kindred, all
the Levites, with one accord stood up and
started the business, laboring to advance
the works in the house of God. So the
builders built the Lord’s temple.

59 The priests stood arrayed in their vest-
ments with musical instruments and trum-
pets, and the Levites the sons of Asaphwith
their cymbals, 60singing songsof thanksgiv-
ing and praising the Lord, according to the
directions of King David of Israel. 61 They
sang aloud, praising the Lord in songs of
thanksgiving, because his goodness and his
glory are forever in all Israel. 62 All the
people sounded trumpets and shoutedwith
a loud voice, singing songs of thanksgiving
to the Lord for the raising up of the Lord’s
house. 63 ✡Some of the Levitical priests and
of the heads of their families, the elderly
who had seen the former house came to the
building of this one with lamentation and
great weeping. 64 But many with trumpets
and joy shouted with a loud voice, 65 so that
the people couldn’t hear the trumpets for
theweeping of thepeople, for themultitude
sounded loudly, so that it was heard far
away.

66 ✡ Therefore when the enemies of the
tribe of Judah and Benjamin heard it, they
came to know what that noise of trumpets
meant. 67 They learned that those who
returned fromcaptivity built the temple for
the Lord, the God of Israel. 68 So they went

toZorobabel and Jesus, and to the chiefmen
of the families, and said to them, “We will
build together with you. 69 For we, just like
you, obey your Lord, and sacrifice to him
from the days of King § Asbasareth of the
Assyrians, who brought us here.”

70 Then Zorobabel, Jesus and the chief
men of the families of Israel said to them,
“It is not for you to build the house for the
Lord our God. 71 We ourselves alone will
build for the Lord of Israel, as King Cyrus of
the Persians has commanded us.” 72But the
heathen of the land pressed hard upon the
inhabitants of Judea, cut off their supplies,
and hindered their building. 73 By their
secret plots, and popular persuasions and
commotions, they hindered the finishing of
the building all the time that King Cyrus
lived. So they were hindered from building
for two years, until the reign of Darius.

6
1 Now ✡in the second year of the reign

of Darius, Aggaeus and Zacharius the son
of* Addo, the prophets, prophesied to the
Jews in Judea and Jerusalem in the name
of the Lord, the God of Israel. 2 Then
Zorobabel the son of Salathiel and Jesus
the son of Josedek stood up and began to
build thehouseof theLordat Jerusalem, the
prophets of the Lord being with them and
helping them.

3 ✡At the same time †Sisinnes the gover-
nor of Syria and Phoenicia came to them,
with ‡Sathrabuzanes and his companions,
and said to them, 4 “By whose author-
ity do you build this house and this roof,
and perform all the other things? Who
are the builders who do these things?”
5 Nevertheless, the elders of the Jews ob-
tained favor, because the Lord had visited
the captives; 6 and they were not hindered
from building until such time as commu-
nication was made to Darius concerning
them, and his answer received.

7 A copy of the letter which Sisinnes,
governor of Syria and Phoenicia, and
Sathrabuzanes, with their companions, the
rulers in Syria and Phoenicia, wrote and
sent to Darius:

8 “To King Darius, greetings. Let it be
fully known to our lord the king, that hav-
ing come into the country of Judea, and
entered into the city of Jerusalem,we found
in the city of Jerusalem the elders of the
Jews that were of the captivity 9 building a
great new house for the Lord of hewn and
costly stones, with timber laid in the walls.
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10 Those works are being done with great
speed. The work goes on prosperously in
their hands, and it is being accomplished
with all glory and diligence. 11 Then asked
we these elders, saying, ‘Bywhoseauthority
are you building this house and laying the
foundations of these works?’ 12 Therefore,
to the intent that we might give knowledge
to you by writing who were the leaders,
we questioned them, and we required of
themthenames inwritingof theirprincipal
men. 13So they gave us this answer, ‘Weare
the servants of the Lord who made heaven
and earth. 14As for this house, it was built
many years ago by a great and strong king
of Israel, and was finished. 15 But when
our fathers sinnedagainst theLordof Israel
who is in heaven, and provoked him to
wrath, he gave them over into the hands
of King Nabuchodonosor of Babylon, king
of the Chaldeans. 16 They pulled down the
house, burned it, and carried away the peo-
ple captive to Babylon. 17 But in the first
year that Cyrus reigned over the country of
Babylon, King Cyrus wrote that this house
should be rebuilt. 18 The holy vessels of
goldandof silver thatNabuchodonosorhad
carried away out of the house at Jerusalem
andhadsetup inhisowntemple, thoseKing
Cyrus brought out of the temple in Baby-
lonia, and they were delivered to Zorob-
abel and to §Sanabassarus the governor,
19with commandment that he should carry
away all these vessels, and put them in the
temple at Jerusalem, and that the Lord’s
temple should be built on its site. 20 Then
Sanabassarus, having come here, laid the
foundations of the Lord’s house which is in
Jerusalem. From that time to this we are
still building. It is not yet fully completed.’
21Nowtherefore, if it seemsgood,Oking, let
a search bemade among the royal archives
of our lord the king that are in Babylon.
22 If it is found that the building of the
house of the Lordwhich is in Jerusalemhas
been done with the consent of King Cyrus,
and it seems good to our lord the king, let
him send us directions concerning these
things.”

23 ✡Then King Darius commanded that a
search be made among the archives that
were laid up at Babylon. So at Ekbatana
the palace, which is in the country of Me-
dia, a scroll was found where these things
were recorded: 24 “In the first year of the
reign of Cyrus, King Cyrus commanded to
build up the house of the Lord which is in
Jerusalem, where they sacrifice with con-
tinual fire. 25 Its height shall be sixty cubits,
and the breadth sixty cubits, with three

rows of hewn stones, and one row of new
wood from that country. Its expenses are
to be given out of the house of King Cyrus.
26The holy vessels of the house of the Lord,
both gold and silver, that Nabuchodonosor
took out of the house at Jerusalem and car-
ried away to Babylon, should be restored
to the house at Jerusalem, and be set in
the place where they were before.” 27Also
he commanded that Sisinnes the governor
of Syria and Phoenicia, and Sathrabuzanes,
and their companions, and those whowere
appointed rulers in Syria and Phoenicia,
should be careful not to meddle with the
place, but allow Zorobabel, the servant of
the Lord, and governor of Judea, and the
elders of the Jews, to build that house of
the Lord in its place. 28 “I also command
to have it built up whole again; and that
they look diligently to help those who are
of the captivity of Judea, until the house
of the Lord is finished, 29 and that out of
the tribute of Coelesyria and Phoenicia a
portion shall be carefully given to these
men for the sacrifices of the Lord, that is,
to Zorobabel the governor for bulls, rams,
and lambs, 30 and also corn, salt, wine and
oil, and that continually every yearwithout
further question, according as the priests
who are in Jerusalemmay direct to be daily
spent, 31 that drink offerings may be made
to theMostHighGod for the king and forhis
children, and that they may pray for their
lives.” 32 He commanded that whoever
should transgress, yes, or neglect anything
written here, a beam shall be taken out of
his own house, and he shall be hanged on
it, and all his goods seized for the king.
33 “Therefore may the Lord, whose name
is called upon there, utterly destroy every
king and nation that stretches out his hand
to hinder or damage that house of the Lord
in Jerusalem. 34 I, King Darius have or-
dained that these things be done with dili-
gence.”

7
1 Then ✡ Sisinnes the governor

of Coelesyria and Phoenicia, and
Sathrabuzanes, with their companions,
following the commandments of King
Darius, 2very carefully supervised the holy
work, assisting the elders of the Jews and
rulers of the temple. 3 So the holy work
prospered, while Aggaeus and Zacharias
the prophets prophesied. 4 They finished
these things by the commandment of the
Lord, theGodof Israel, andwith the consent
of Cyrus, Darius, and Artaxerxes, kings
of the Persians. 5 So the holy house was
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finished by the twenty-third day of the
month Adar, in the sixth year of King
Darius. 6 The children of Israel, the priests,
the Levites, and the others who returned
from captivity who joined them did what
was written in the book of Moses. 7 For
the dedication of the Lord’s temple, they
offered one hundred bulls, two hundred
rams, four hundred lambs, 8 and twelve
male goats for the sin of all Israel, according
to the number of the twelve princes of the
tribes of Israel. 9The priests and the Levites
stood arrayed in their vestments, according
to their kindred, for the servicesof theLord,
the God of Israel, according to the book of
Moses. The gatekeepers were at every gate.

10 The children of Israel who came out of
captivity held the Passover the fourteenth
day of the firstmonth, when the priests and
the Levites were sanctified together, 11with
all those who returned from captivity; for
they were sanctified. For the Levites were
all sanctified together, 12 and they offered
the Passover for all who returned from
captivity, for their kindred the priests, and
for themselves. 13 The children of Israel
who came out of the captivity ate, even
all those who had separated themselves
from the abominations of the heathen of
the land, and sought the Lord. 14 They kept
the feast of unleavened bread seven days,
rejoicing before the Lord, 15because he had
turned the counsel of the king of Assyria
toward them, to strengthen their hands in
the works of the Lord, the God of Israel.

8
1 ✡ After these things, when Artaxerxes

the king of the Persians reigned, Esdras
came, who was the son of Azaraias, the
son of Zechrias, the son of Helkias, the
son of Salem, 2 the son of Sadduk, the son
of Ahitob, the son of Amarias, the son of
Ozias,* the son of Memeroth, the son of
Zaraias, the son of Savias, the son of Boc-
cas, the son of Abisne, the son of Phinees,
the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, the
chief priest. 3 This Esdras went up from
Babylon as a skilled scribe in the law of
Moses,whichwasgivenby theGodof Israel.
4The king honored him, for he found favor
in his sight in all his requests. 5 There
went upwith him also some of the children
of Israel, and of the priests, Levites, holy
singers, gatekeepers, and temple servants
to Jerusalem 6 in the seventh year of the
reign of Artaxerxes, in the fifth month (this

was the king’s seventh year); for they left
Babylonon thenewmoonof thefirstmonth
and came to Jerusalem, by the prosperous
journey which the Lord gave them† for his
sake. 7 For Esdras had very great skill,
so that he omitted nothing of the law and
commandments of the Lord, but taught all
Israel the ordinances and judgments.

8 Now the commission, which was writ-
ten from King Artaxerxes, came to Esdras
the priest and reader of the law of the Lord,
was as follows:

9 “King Artaxerxes to Esdras the priest
and reader of the lawof the Lord, greetings.
10 Having determined to deal graciously, I
have givenorders that thoseof thenationof
the Jews, and of the priests and Levites, and
of those within our realm who are willing
and freely choose to, should go with you
to Jerusalem. 11 As many therefore as are
so disposed, let them depart with you, as it
has seemed good both to me and my seven
friends the counselors, 12 that they may
look to the affairs of Judea and Jerusalem,
in accordance with what is in the Lord’s
law, 13 and carry the gifts to the Lord of
Israel to Jerusalem, which I and my friends
have vowed, and that all the gold and sil-
ver that can be found in the country of
Babylonia for the Lord in Jerusalem, 14with
that also which is given of the people for
the temple of the Lord their God that is at
Jerusalem, be collected: even the gold and
silver for bulls, rams, and lambs, and what
goes with them, 15 to the end that they may
offer sacrifices to the Lord upon the altar of
the Lord their God, which is in Jerusalem.
16Whatever youandyourkindreddecide to
do with gold and silver, do that according
to the will of your God. 17 The holy ves-
sels of the Lord, which are given you for
the use of the temple of your God, which
is in Jerusalem, 18 and whatever else you
shall remember for the use of the temple of
your God, you shall give it out of the king’s
treasury. 19 I, King Artaxerxes, have also
commanded the keepers of the treasures in
Syria and Phoenicia, that whatever Esdras
the priest and reader of the law of the Most
High God shall send for, they should give it
to him with all diligence, 20 to the sum of
one hundred talents of silver, likewise also
of wheat even to one hundred cors‡, and
one hundred firkins§ of wine, and* salt in
abundance. 21 Let all things be performed
after God’s law diligently to the most high
God, thatwrathcomenotupon thekingdom
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of the king and his sons. 22 I command you
also that no tax, nor any other imposition,
be laid upon any of the priests, or Levites,
or holy singers, or gatekeepers, or temple
servants, or any that have employment in
this temple, and that no man has authority
to impose any tax on them. 23 You, Esdras,
according to the wisdom of God, ordain
judges and justices that they may judge in
all Syria and Phoenicia all those who know
the law of your God; and those who don’t
know it, you shall teach. 24Whoever trans-
gresses the law of your God and of the king
shall be punished diligently, whether it be
by death, or other punishment, by penalty
of money, or by imprisonment.”

25 Then Esdras the scribe said, “Blessed
be the only Lord, the God of my fathers,
who has put these things into the heart
of the king, to glorify his house that is in
Jerusalem, 26 and has honored me in the
sight of the king, his counselors, and all
his friends and nobles. 27 Therefore I was
encouraged by the help of the LordmyGod,
and gathered together out of Israel men to
go up withme.

28 These are the chief according to their
families and their several divisions, who
went up withme from Babylon in the reign
ofKingArtaxerxes: 29of the sonsofPhinees,
Gerson; of the sons of Ithamar, Gamael; of
the sons of David,† Attus‡ the son of Seche-
nias; 30of the sons of Phoros, Zacharais; and
with him were counted one hundred fifty
men; 31 of the sons of Phaath Moab, Eliao-
nias the son of§ Zaraias, and with him two
hundred men; 32 *of the sons of Zathoes,
Sechenias the son of Jezelus, and with him
three hundred men; of the sons of Adin,
Obeth the son of Jonathan, and with him
two hundred fifty men; 33 of the sons of
Elam, Jesias son of Gotholias, and with him
seventy men; 34 of the sons of Saphatias,
Zaraias son of Michael, and with him sev-
enty men; 35 of the sons of Joab, Abadias
son of Jehiel. Jezelus, and with him two
hundred twelve men; 36 † of the sons of
Banias, Salimoth son of Josaphias, andwith
himonehundred sixtymen; 37of the sonsof
Babi, Zacharias son of Bebai, and with him
twenty-eight men; 38 of the sons of Azgad:
Astath, Joannes son of Hakkatan Akatan,
and with him one hundred ten men; 39 of
the sons of Adonikam, the last, and these
are the names of them, Eliphalat, Jeuel, and
Samaias, and with them seventy men; 40 of
the sons of Bago, Uthi the son of Istalcurus,

and with him seventy men.
41 I gathered them together to the river

called Theras. There we pitched our tents
three days, and I inspected them. 42When
I had found there none of the priests and
Levites, 43 then sent I to Eleazar, Iduel,
Maasmas, 44 Elnathan, Samaias, Joribus,
Nathan, Ennatan, Zacharias, and Mosol-
lamus, principal men and men of under-
standing. 45 I asked them to go to Loddeus
the captain, who was in the place of the
treasury, 46and commanded them that they
should speak to Loddeus, to his kindred,
and to the treasurers in that place, to send
us such men as might execute the priests’
office in our Lord’s house. 47By the mighty
hand of our Lord, they brought to us men
of understanding of the sons of‡ Mooli the
son of Levi, the son of Israel,§ Asebebias,
and his sons, and his kindred, who were
eighteen, 48 and* Asebias, Annuus, and Os-
aias his brother, of the sons of Chanuneus,
and their sons were twenty men; 49 and
of the temple servants whom David and
the principal men had appointed for the
servantsof theLevites, twohundred twenty
temple servants. The list of all their names
was reported.

50 There I vowed a fast for the young
men before our Lord, to seek from him a
prosperous journey both for us and for our
children and livestock that were with us;
51 for I was ashamed to ask of the king in-
fantry, cavalry, and an escort for protection
against our adversaries. 52 For we had said
to theking that thepowerofourLordwould
be with those who seek him, to support
them in all ways. 53Again we prayed to our
lordabout these things, and foundhimtobe
merciful.

54 Then I set apart twelve men of the
chiefs of the priests,† Eserebias, Assamias,
and tenmenof their kindredwith them. 55 I
weighedout to them the silver, the gold, and
the holy vessels of the house of our Lord,
which the king, his counselors, the nobles,
and all Israel had given. 56 When I had
weighed it, I delivered to them six hundred
fifty talents of silver, silver vesselsweighing
one hundred talents, one hundred talents
of gold, 57 twenty goldenvessels, and twelve
vessels of brass, even of fine brass, glitter-
ing like gold. 58 I said to them, “You are holy
to the Lord, the vessels are holy, and the
gold and the silver are a vow to the Lord,
the Lord of our fathers. 59Watch and keep
them until you deliver them to the chiefs of
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the priests and Levites, and to the principal
men of the families of Israel in Jerusalem,
in the chambers of our Lord’s house. 60 So
thepriests and theLeviteswho received the
silver, the gold, and the vessels which were
in Jerusalem, brought them into the temple
of the Lord.

61We left the river Theras on the twelfth
day of the first month. We came to
Jerusalem by the mighty hand of our Lord
which was upon us. The Lord delivered us
from from every enemy on the way, and
so we came to Jerusalem. 62When we had
been there three days, the silver and gold
was weighed and delivered in our Lord’s
house on the fourth day to‡ Marmoth the
priest the son of§ Urias. 63 With him was
Eleazar the son of Phinees, and with them
were Josabdus the son of Jesus and* Moeth
the son of Sabannus, the Levites. All was
delivered to them by number and weight.
64 All the weight of them was recorded at
the same hour. 65 Moreover those who
had come out of captivity offered sacri-
fices to the Lord, the God of Israel, even
twelve bulls for all Israel, ninety-six rams,
66 seventy-two lambs, and twelve goats for
a peace offering—all of them a sacrifice to
the Lord. 67 They delivered the king’s com-
mandments to the king’s stewards and to
the governors of Coelesyria and Phoenicia;
and they honored the people and the tem-
ple of the Lord.

68Nowwhen these things were done, the
principal men came to me and said, 69 “The
nation of Israel, the princes, the priests,
and the Levites haven’t put away from
themselves the foreign people of the land
nor the uncleannesses of the Gentiles—the
Canaanites, Hittites, Pherezites, Jebusites,
Moabites, Egyptians, and Edomites. 70 For
both they and their sons havemarriedwith
their daughters, and the holy seed is mixed
with the foreign people of the land. From
the beginning of this matter the rulers and
the nobles have been partakers of this iniq-
uity.”

71Andas soon as I hadheard these things,
I tore my clothes and my holy garment,
and plucked the hair from offmy head and
beard, and sat down sad and full of heav-
iness. 72 So all those who were moved at
the word of the Lord, the God of Israel, as-
sembled tomewhile Imourned for the iniq-
uity, but I sat still full of heaviness until the
evening sacrifice. 73Thenrisingup fromthe
fast with my clothes and my holy garment
torn, and bowing my knees and stretching
out my hands to the Lord, 74 I said, “O Lord,

I am ashamed and confounded before your
face, 75 for our sins are multiplied above
our heads, and our errors have reached
up to heaven 76 ever since the time of our
fathers. Weare in great sin, even to this day.
77For our sins and our fathers’ wewith our
kindred, our kings, and our priests were
given up to the kings of the earth, to the
sword, and to captivity, and for a prey with
shame, to this day. 78Now in somemeasure
mercy has been shown to us from you, O
Lord, that there should be left us a root
and a name in the place of your sanctuary,
79 and to uncover a light in the house of the
LordourGod, and to giveus food in the time
of our servitude. 80 Yes, when we were in
bondage,wewerenot forsakenbyourLord,
but he gave us favor before the kings of
Persia, so that they gave us food, 81glorified
the temple of our Lord, and raised up the
desolate Zion, to give us a sure dwelling in
Judea and Jerusalem.

82“Now,OLord,what shallwe say, having
these things? For we have transgressed
your commandments which you gave by
the hand of your servants the prophets,
saying, 83 ‘The land, which you enter into to
possess as an inheritance, is a land polluted
with the pollutions of the foreigners of the
land, and they have filled it with their un-
cleanness. 84 Therefore now you shall not
join your daughters to their sons, neither
shall you take theirdaughters for your sons.
85 You shall never seek to have peace with
them, that you may be strong, and eat the
good things of the land, and that you may
leave it for an inheritance to your children
for evermore.’ 86 All that has happened is
done to us for our wicked works and great
sins, for you, O Lord, made our sins light,
87 and gave to us such a root; but we have
turned back again to transgress your law
inmingling ourselveswith the uncleanness
of the heathen of the land. 88 You weren’t
angry with us to destroy us until you had
left us neither root, seed, nor name. 89 O
Lord of Israel, you are true, for we are left a
root this day. 90Behold, now we are before
you in our iniquities, for we can’t stand any
longer before you because of these things.”

91 ✡As Esdras in his prayer made his
confession, weeping, and lying flat on the
ground before the temple, a very great
throng of men, women, and children gath-
ered to him from Jerusalem; for there
was great weeping among the multitude.
92 Then Jechonias the son of Jeelus, one of
the sons of Israel, called out, and said, “O
Esdras, we have sinned against the Lord
God, we have married foreign women of
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the heathen of the land, but there is still
hope for Israel. 93Let’s make an oath to the
Lord about this, that we will put away all
our foreign wives with their children, 94 as
seems good to you, and to as many as obey
the Lord’s Law. 95Arise, and take action, for
this is your task, and we will be with you to
do valiantly.” 96 So Esdras arose, and took
an oath from the chief of the priests and
Levites of all Israel to do these things; and
they swore to it.

9
1 ✡ Then Esdras rose up from the court

of the temple and went to the chamber
of Jonas the son of Eliasib, 2 and lodged
there, and ate no bread and drank no wa-
ter, mourning for the great iniquities of the
multitude. 3 A proclamation was made in
all Judea and Jerusalem to all those who
returned fromcaptivity, that they shouldbe
gathered together at Jerusalem, 4 and that
whoever didn’t meet there within two or
three days, in accordance with the ruling
of the elders, that their livestock would be
seized for the use of the temple, and they
would be expelled from the multitude of
those who returned from captivity.

5Within three days, all those of the tribe
of Judah and Benjamin gathered together
at Jerusalem. This was the ninth month,
on the twentieth day of the month. 6 All
the multitude sat together shivering in the
broad place before the temple because of
the present foul weather. 7 So Esdras arose
upandsaid to them, “Youhave transgressed
the lawandmarried foreignwives, increas-
ing the sins of Israel. 8 Now make confes-
sion and give glory to the Lord, the God of
our fathers, 9 and do his will, and separate
yourselves from the heathen of the land,
and from the foreign women.”

10 Then the whole multitude cried out,
and saidwith a loud voice, “Just as youhave
spoken, so we will do. 11 But because the
multitude is great, and it is foul weather, so
that we can’t stand outside, and this is not
a work of one day or two, seeing our sin in
these things has spread far, 12 therefore let
the rulers of the multitude stay, and let all
those of our settlements that have foreign
wives come at the time appointed, 13 and
with them the rulers and judges of every

place, until we turn away the wrath of the
Lord from us for this matter.”

14 So Jonathan the son of Azael and*
Ezekias the sonof Thocanus took thematter
on themselves. Mosollamus and Levis and
Sabbateus were judges with them. 15Those
who returned from captivity did according
to all these things.

16Esdras thepriest chose forhimself prin-
cipal men of their families, all by name. On
the newmoon of the tenth month they met
together to examine the matter. 17 So their
cases of men who had foreign wives was
brought to an end by the new moon of the
first month.

18 Of the priests who had come together
and had foreign wives, there were found
19 of the sons of Jesus the son of Josedek,
and his kindred,† Mathelas, Eleazar, and‡
Joribus, and§ Joadanus. 20 They gave their
hands to put away their wives, and to offer
rams to make reconciliation for their error.
21Of the sons of Emmer: Ananias, Zabdeus,
*Manes, †Sameus, ‡Hiereel, and §Azarias.
22Of the sons of *Phaisur: Elionas, Massias,
Ishmael, Nathanael, †Ocidelus, and ‡Saloas.

23 Of the Levites: Jozabdus, Semeis,
§Colius who was called *Calitas, †Patheus,
Judas, and Jonas. 24 Of the holy singers:
‡Eliasibus and Bacchurus. 25 Of the
gatekeepers: Sallumus and§ Tolbanes.

26 Of Israel, of the sons of Phoros:*
Hiermas,† Ieddias,‡ Melchias, Maelus,§
Eleazar, Asibas, * and Banneas. 27 Of
the sons of Ela: Matthanias, Zacharias,
† Jezrielus, Oabdius, Hieremoth, and‡
Aedias. 28 Of the sons of §Zamoth:
*Eliadas, †Eliasimus, ‡Othonias, Jarimoth,
§Sabathus, and* Zardeus. 29 Of the sons
of Bebai: Joannes, Ananias, †Jozabdus,
and ‡Ematheis. 30 Of the sons of § Mani:
*Olamus, †Mamuchus, ‡Jedeus, Jasubas, §
Jasaelus, and Hieremoth. 31 Of the sons
of Addi: Naathus, Moossias, Laccunus,
Naidus, Matthanias, Sesthel, Balnuus,
and Manasseas. 32 Of the sons of Annas:
Elionas, Aseas, Melchias, Sabbeus, and
Simon Chosameus. 33Of the sons of Asom:
*Maltanneus, †Mattathias, ‡Sabanneus,
Eliphalat, Manasses, and Semei. 34 Of the
sons of Baani: Jeremias,Momdis, Ismaerus,
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Juel, Mamdai, Pedias, Anos, Carabasion,
Enasibus, Mamnitamenus, Eliasis, Bannus,
Eliali, Someis, Selemias, and Nathanias.
Of the sons of Ezora: Sesis, Ezril, Azaelus,
Samatus, Zambri, and Josephus. 35 Of the
sons of Nooma: Mazitias, Zabadeas, Edos,
Juel, and Banaias. 36 All these had taken
foreignwives, and theyput themawaywith
their children.

37The priests and Levites, and those who
were of Israel, lived in Jerusalem and in the
country, on the new moon of the seventh
month, and the children of Israel in their
settlements.

38 ✡The whole multitude gathered to-
getherwith one accord into the broad place
before the porch of the temple toward the
east. 39 They said to Esdras the priest and
reader, “Bring the law of Moses that was
given by the Lord, the God of Israel.”

40 So Esdras the chief priest brought the
law to the whole multitude both of men
and women, and to all the priests, to hear
the law on the new moon of the seventh
month. 41He read in the broad place before
the porch of the temple frommorning until
midday, before both men and women; and
all the multitude gave attention to the law.
42 Esdras the priest and reader of the law
stoodupupon thepulpit ofwoodwhichhad
been prepared. 43 Beside him stood Mat-
tathias, Sammus, Ananias, Azarias, Urias,
§Ezekias, and Baalsamus on the right hand,
44 and on his left hand, *Phaldeus, Mis-
ael, Melchias, †Lothasubus, Nabarias, and
Zacharias. 45 Then Esdras took the book of
the law before the multitude, and sat hon-
orably in the first place before all. 46When
he opened the law, they all stood straight
up. So Esdras blessed the Lord God Most
High, the God of armies, the Almighty. 47All
the people answered, “Amen.” Lifting up
theirhands, they fell to thegroundandwor-
shiped the Lord. 48Also Jesus, Annus, Sara-
bias, Iadinus, Jacubus, Sabateus, ‡Auteas,
Maiannas, Calitas, Azarias, Jozabdus, Ana-
nias, and Phalias, the Levites, taught the
law of the Lord, §and read to the multitude
the law of the Lord, explaining what was
read.

49ThenAttharates said to Esdras the chief
priest and reader, and to the Levites who
taught the multitude, even to all, 50 “This
day is holy to the Lord—now they all wept
when they heard the law— 51 go then, eat
the fat, drink the sweet, and send portions
to those who have nothing; 52 for the day
is holy to the Lord. Don’t be sorrowful, for

the Lord will bring you to honor.” 53 So the
Levites commandedall things to thepeople,
saying, “This day is holy. Don’t be sorrow-
ful.” 54 Then they went their way, every
one to eat, drink, enjoy themselves, to give
portions to those who had nothing, and to
rejoice greatly, 55because they *understood
the words they were instructed with, and
for which they had been assembled.
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The
Prayer of Manasses

King of Judah,
WhenHeWas Held Captive in

Babylon
The Prayer of Manasses is recognized as

Deuterocanonical Scripture by the Greek
Orthodox and Russian Orthodox Churches.
It is included in an appendix to the Latin
Vulgate Bible.

1O LORD Almighty in heaven, God of our
fathers Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and of
their righteous offspring, 2 you who have
made heaven and earth, with all their or-
der, 3who have bound the sea by the word
of your commandment, who have shut up
the deep, and sealed it by your terrible
and glorious name, 4whom all things fear,
yes, tremble before your power, 5 for the
majesty of your glory can’t be borne, and
the anger of your threatening toward sin-
ners is unbearable. 6Yourmerciful promise
is unmeasurable and unsearchable, 7 for
you are the Lord Most High, of great com-
passion, patient and abundant in mercy,
and relent at human suffering. 8 *You,
O Lord, according to your great goodness
have promised repentance and forgiveness
to those who have sinned against you. Of
your infinite mercies, you have appointed
repentance to sinners, that they may be
saved. You therefore, O Lord, who are
the God of the just, have not appointed
repentance to the just, to Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob, which have not sinned against
you, but you have appointed repentance
to me, a sinner. 9 For I have sinned more
than the number of the sands of the sea.
My transgressions are multiplied,† O Lord,
my transgressions are multiplied, and I am
not worthy to behold and see the height of
heaven for the multitude of my iniquities.
10 I am bowed downwithmany iron bands,
so that I can’t lift up my head by reason of
mysins,‡neitherhave I any relief; for I have
provoked your wrath, and done that which
is evil before you:§ I didn’t do yourwill, nei-
ther did I keepyour commandments. I have
set up abominations, and have multiplied
detestable things. 11 Now therefore I bow
the knee of my heart, asking you for grace.
12 I have sinned, O Lord, I have sinned,
and I acknowledge my iniquities; 13 but, I
humbly ask you, forgiveme, OLord, forgive
me, and please don’t destroy me with my

iniquities. Don’t be angry with me forever,
by reserving evil forme. Don’t condemnme
into the lower parts of the earth. For you, O
Lord, are the God of those who repent. 14 In
me youwill showall your goodness, for you
will save me, even though I am unworthy,
according to your great mercy. 15 Then I
will praise you forever all the days of my
life; for all the army of heaven sings your
praise, and yours is the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

* 1:8 The Alex. MS. omits You... saved. † 1:9 The Alex. MS. omits O Lord... multiplied. ‡ 1:10 Some authorities

omit by reason of my sins. § 1:10 The Alex. MS. omits I did... commandments.



Psalm 151 1 916 Psalm 151 7

Psalm 151
Psalm 151 is recognized as Deutero-

canonical Scripture by the Greek Orthodox
and Russian Orthodox Churches.

This Psalm is a genuine one of David,
thoughextra,* composedwhenhe fought in
single combat with Goliath.
1 I was small amongmy brothers,

and youngest in my father’s house.
I tendedmy father’s sheep.

2My hands formed amusical instrument,
andmy fingers tuned a lyre.

3Who shall tell my Lord?
The Lord himself, he himself hears.

4He sent forth his angel and took me from
my father’s sheep,

and he anointed me with his anointing
oil.

5My brothers were handsome and tall;
but the Lord didn’t take pleasure in
them.

6 I went out to meet the Philistine,
and he cursedme by his idols.

7 But I drew his own sword and beheaded
him,

and removed reproach from the chil-
dren of Israel.

* 1: or, supernumerary
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The Third Book of the
Maccabees

The Third Book of the Maccabees is rec-
ognized as Deuterocanonical Scripture by
the Greek Orthodox and Russian Orthodox
Churches. It is considered to be apocrypha
bymost other church traditions.

1Now Philopater, on learning from those
who came back that Antiochus had made
himself master of the places which be-
longed to himself, sent orders to all his in-
fantry and cavalry, took with him his sister
Arsinoe, andmarchedout as far as theparts
of Raphia, where Antiochus and his forces
encamped. 2And one Theodotus, intending
to carry out his design, took with him the
bravest of the armedmenwhohadbeenbe-
fore committed to his trust by Ptolemy, and
got through at night to the tent of Ptolemy,
to kill him on his own responsibility, and so
to end the war. 3 But Dositheus, called the
son of Drimulus, by birth a Jew, afterward
a renegade from the laws and observances
of his country, conveyed Ptolemy away, and
made an obscure person lie down in his
stead in the tent. It turned out that this
man received the fate which was meant
for the other. 4 A fierce battle then took
place. The men of Antiochus were prevail-
ing. Arsinoe continuallywent up and down
the ranks, and with dishevelled hair, with
tears and entreaties, begged the soldiers
to fight bravely for themselves, their chil-
dren, and wives, and promised that if they
proved conquerors, she would give them
each two minas of gold. 5 It thus fell out
that their enemies were defeated in hand-
to-hand encounter, and that many of them
were taken prisoners. 6Having vanquished
this attempt, the king then decided to pro-
ceed to the neighboring cities, and encour-
age them. 7 By doing this, and by making
donations to their temples, he inspired his
subjects with confidence.

8 The Jews sent some of their council
and of their elders to him. The greet-
ings, welcoming gifts, and congratulations
of the past, given by them, filled him with
the greater eagerness to visit their city.
9 Having arrived at Jerusalem, sacrificed,
and offered thank-offerings to the Greatest
God, and done whatever else was suitable
to the sanctity of the place, and entered the
inner court, 10hewas so impressedwith the
magnificenceof theplace, and sowondered
at the orderly arrangements of the temple,
that he considered entering the sanctuary
itself. 11When they told him that this was
not permissible, none of the nation, not

even the priests in general, but only the
supreme high priest of all, and he only once
in a year, was allowed to go in, he would by
no means give way. 12 Then they read the
law to him, but he persisted in intruding,
exclaiming that he ought to be allowed. He
said, “Even if they were deprived of this
honor, I shouldn’t be.” 13 He asked why,
when he entered all the other temples, did
noneof the priestswhowerepresent forbid
him. 14 He was thoroughly answered by
someone, that he didwrong to boast of this.
15 “Well, since I have done this,” said he, “be
the cause what it may, shall I not enter with
or without your consent?”

16 When the priests fell down in their
sacred vestments imploring the Greatest
God to come and help in time of need,
and to avert the violence of the fierce ag-
gressor, and when they filled the temple
with lamentations and tears, 17 then those
who had been left behind in the city were
scared, and rushed out, uncertain of the
event. 18 Virgins, who had been shut up
within their chambers, came out with their
mothers, scattering dust and ashes on their
heads, and filling the streets with outcries.
19 Women who had recently been arrayed
for marriage left their bridal chambers,
left the reserve that befitted them, and ran
around the city in a disorderly manner.
20 New-born babes were deserted by the
mothers or nurseswhowaited upon them—
some here, some there, in houses, or in
fields; these now, with an ardor which
could not be checked, swarmed into the
Most High temple. 21Various prayers were
offered up by those who assembled in this
place because of the unholy attempt of the
king. 22 Along with these there were some
of the citizens who took courage andwould
not submit to his obstinacy and his inten-
tion of carrying out his purpose. 23 Calling
out to arms, and to die bravely in defense
of the law of their fathers, they created a
great uproar in the place, and were with
difficulty brought back by the aged and the
elders to the station of prayer which they
had occupied before. 24 During this time,
themultitude kept on praying. 25The elders
who surrounded the king tried in many
ways to divert his arrogant mind from the
design which he had formed. 26He, in his
hardened mood, insensible to all persua-
sion, was going onward with the view of
carrying out this design. 27Yet evenhis own
officers,when they saw this, joined the Jews
in an appeal to Him who has all power to
aid in the present crisis, and not wink at
such haughty lawlessness. 28 Such was the
frequency and the vehemence of the cry of
the assembled crowd, that an indescribable
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noise ensued. 29Not the men only, but the
very walls and floor seemed to sound out,
all things preferring death rather than to
see the place defiled.

2
1 Now it was that the high priest Simon

bowedhis kneesnear theholyplace, spread
out his hands in reverent form, and uttered
the following prayer: 2 “O Lord, Lord, King
of the heavens, and Ruler of the whole
creation, Holy among the holy, sole Gover-
nor, Almighty, give ear to us who are op-
pressed by a wicked and profane one, who
celebrates in his confidence and strength.
3 It is you, the Creator of all, the Lord of
the universe, who are a righteous Gover-
nor, and judge all who act with pride and
insolence. 4 It was you who destroyed
the former workers of unrighteousness,
among whom were the giants, who trusted
in their strength and daring, by covering
them with a measureless flood. 5 It was
you who made the Sodomites, those work-
ers of exceedingly iniquity, men notorious
for their vices, an example to later gener-
ations, when you covered them with fire
and brimstone*. 6 You made known your
power when you caused the bold Pharaoh,
the enslaver of your people, to pass through
the ordeal of many and diverse inflictions.
7 You rolled the depths of the sea over him
when he pursued with chariots and with a
multitude of followers, and gave a safe pas-
sage to those who put their trust in you, the
Lord of thewhole creation. 8These sawand
felt the works of your hands, and praised
you, the Almighty. 9 You, O King, when you
created the immeasurable andmeasureless
earth, chose this city. You made this place
sacred to your name, even though youneed
nothing. You glorified it with your illus-
trious presence, after constructing it to the
glory of your great and honorable name.
10Youpromised, outof love for thepeopleof
Israel, that ifwe fall away fromyou, become
afflicted, and then come to this house and
pray, you would hear our prayer. 11 Truly
you are faithful and true. 12 When you
often aided our fathers when hard pressed
and humiliated, and delivered them out of
great dangers, 13 see now, holy King, how
through our many and great sins we are
crushed and made subject to our enemies,
andhavebecomeweakandpowerless. 14 In
our low condition, this bold and profane
man seeks to dishonor this your holy place,
consecrated out of the earth to the name of
your Majesty. 15 Your dwelling place, the

heaven of heavens, is indeed unapproach-
able to men. 16 But since it seemed good to
you to exhibit your glory among your peo-
ple Israel, you sanctified this place. 17Don’t
punish us by means of the uncleanness of
theirmen, anddon’t chastiseusbymeansof
their profanity, lest the lawless ones should
boast in their rage, and exult in exuberant
pride of speech, and say, 18 ‘We have tram-
pled upon the holy house, as idolatrous
houses are trampled upon.’ 19 Blot out our
iniquities, do away with our errors, and
show your compassion in this hour. 20 Let
your mercies quickly go before us. Grant
us peace, that the downcast and broken
heartedmay praise you with their mouth.”

21 At that time God, who sees all things,
who is beyond all Holy among the holy,
heard that prayer, so suitable, and scourged
the man who was greatly uplifted with
scorn and insolence. 22 Shaking him back
and forth as a reed is shakenwith thewind,
he threw him down on the pavement, pow-
erless, with limbs paralyzed, and by a righ-
teous judgment deprived of the ability to
speak. 23His friends and bodyguards, see-
ing the swift recompense which had sud-
denly overtaken him, struck with exceed-
ing terror, and fearing that he would die,
speedily removed him. 24When in course
of time he had come to himself, this severe
punishment caused no repentance within
him, but he departed with bitter threaten-
ings.

25 He proceeded to Egypt, grew worse
in wickedness through his previously men-
tioned companions in wine, who were lost
to all goodness, 26 and not satisfied with
countless acts of impiety, his audacity so
increased that he raised evil reports there,
and many of his friends, watching his pur-
pose attentively, joined in furthering his
will. 27 His purpose was to inflict a public
stigma upon our race. Therefore he erected
a stone pillar in the courtyard, and caused
the following inscription to be engraved
upon it: 28 “Entrance to this temple is to be
refused to all thosewhowouldnot sacrifice.
All the Jews were to be registered among
the slaves. Those who resisted are to be
forcibly seized and put to death. 29 Those
who are thus registered are to be marked
on their persons by the ivy-leaf symbol of
Dionysus, and tobereduced to these limited
rights.” 30 To do away with the appearance
of hating them all, he had it written un-
derneath, that if any of them should elect
to enter the community of those initiated
in the rites, these should have equal rights
with the Alexandrians.

* 2:5 or, sulfur
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31 Some of those who were over the city,
therefore, abhorring any approach to the
city of piety, unhesitatingly gave in to the
king, and expected to derive some great
honor from a future connection with him.
32 A nobler spirit, however, prompted the
majority to cling to their religious obser-
vances, and by paying money that they
might live unmolested, these sought to es-
cape the registration, 33 cheerfully looking
forward to future aid, they abhorred their
own apostates, considering them to be na-
tional foes, and depriving them of common
fellowship andmutual help.

3
1 On discovering this, so incensed was

the wicked king, that he no longer confined
his rage to the Jews in Alexandria. Lay-
ing his hand more heavily upon those who
lived in the country, he gave orders that
they should be quickly collected into one
place, and most cruelly deprived of their
lives. 2 While this was going on, a hostile
rumorwas uttered abroad bymenwhohad
banded together to injure the Jewish race.
The pretext of their charge was that the
Jews kept them away from the ordinances
of the law. 3 Now the Jews always main-
tained a feeling of unwavering loyalty to-
ward thekings, 4yet, as theyworshipedGod
and observed his law, they made certain
distinctions, and avoided certain things.
Hence they appeared hateful to some peo-
ple, 5 although, as they adorned their con-
versationwithworks of righteousness, they
had established themselves in the good
opinion of the world. 6 What all the rest
ofmankind saidwas, however, disregarded
by the foreigners, 7 who said much of the
exclusiveness of the Jews with regard to
their worship and meats. They alleged that
they were unsociable men, hostile to the
king’s interests, refusing to associate with
him or his troops. By this way of speaking,
they brought much hatred on them. 8 This
unexpected uproar and sudden gathering
of people was observed by the Greeks who
lived in the city, concerning men who had
never harmed them. Yet to aid them was
not in their power, since all was oppression
around, but they encouraged them in their
troubles, and expected a favorable turn of
affairs. 9 He who knows all things will
not, they said, disregard so great a people.
10 Some of the neighbors, friends, and busi-
ness associates of the Jews even called them
secretly to an interview, pledged them their
assistance, and promised to do their very
utmost for them.

11 Now the king, elated with his pros-
perous fortune, and not regarding the su-

perior power of God, but thinking to per-
severe in his present purpose, wrote the
following letter to the prejudice of the Jews:
12 “King Ptolemy Philopater, to the com-
manders and soldiers in Egypt, and in all
places, health and happiness! 13 I am doing
well, and so, too, are my affairs. 14 Since
our Asiatic campaign, the particulars of
which you know, and which by the aid
of the gods, not lightly given, and by our
own vigor, has been brought to a successful
conclusion according to our expectation,
15 we resolved, not with strength of spear,
butwith gentleness andmuch humanity, as
it were to nurse the inhabitants of Coele-
Syria and Phoenicia, and to be their willing
benefactors. 16 So, having bestowed con-
siderable sums of money upon the temples
of the several cities, we proceeded even as
far as Jerusalem, and went up to honor the
temple of thesewretched beingswhonever
cease from their folly. 17 To outward ap-
pearance they received us willingly, but be-
lied that appearance by their deeds. When
we were eager to enter their temple, and
to honor it with the most beautiful and
exquisite gifts, 18 theywere so carried away
by their old arrogance as to forbid us the
entrance, while we, out of our forbearance
toward all men, refrained from exercising
our power upon them. 19 Thus, exhibiting
their enmity against us, they alone among
the nations lift up their heads against kings
and benefactors, as men unwilling to sub-
mit to any reasonable thing. 20 We then,
having endeavored to make allowance for
themadnessof thesepeople, andonourvic-
torious return treating all people in Egypt
courteously, acted in a manner which was
befitting. 21 Accordingly, bearing no ill
will against their kinsmen, but rather re-
membering our connection with them, and
the numerous matters with sincere heart
froma remote period entrusted to them,we
wished to venture a total alteration of their
state, by giving them the rights of citizens
of Alexandria, and to admit them to the
everlasting rites of our solemnities. 22 All
this, however, they have taken in a very dif-
ferent spirit. With their innate malignity,
they have spurned the fair offer, and con-
stantly inclining to evil, 23have rejected the
inestimable rights. Not only so, but byusing
speech, andby refraining fromspeech, they
abhor the fewamong themwhoareheartily
disposed towardus, everdeeming that their
infamouswayof lifewill forceus todoaway
with our reform. 24 Having then received
certain proofs that these Jews bear us ev-
ery sort of ill will, we must look forward
to the possibility of some sudden tumult
among ourselves when these impious men



3Maccabees 3:25 920 3Maccabees 4:19

may turn traitors and barbarous enemies.
25 Therefore, as soon as the contents of this
letter become known to you, in that same
hourweorder those Jewswhodwell among
you, with wives and children, to be sent to
us, vilified and abused, in chains of iron, to
undergo a cruel and shameful death, suit-
able to enemies. 26 For by the punishment
of them in one body we perceive that we
have found the only means of establishing
our affairs for the future on a firm and sat-
isfactory basis. 27Whoever protects a Jew,
whether it be old man, child, or nursing
baby, shall with his whole house be tor-
tured to death. 28Whoever informs against
the Jews, besides receiving the property of
the person charged, shall be presentedwith
two thousand drachmas* from the royal
treasury, shall be made free, and shall be
crowned. 29Whatever place shelters a Jew
shall bemade unapproachable and shall be
put under the ban of fire, and be forever
rendered useless to every living being for
all time to come.” 30 The king’s letter was
written in the above form.

4
1Wherever this decree was received, the

people kept up a revelry of joy and shout-
ing, as if their long-pent-up, hardened ha-
tred would now show itself openly. 2 The
Jews suffered great throes of sorrow and
wept much, while their hearts, all things
around being lamentable, were set on fire
as they bewailed the sudden destruction
which was decreed against them. 3 What
home, or city, or any inhabited place, or
what streets were there, which their con-
dition didn’t fill with wailing and lamenta-
tion? 4 They were sent out unanimously
by the generals in various cities, with such
stern and pitiless feeling that the excep-
tional nature of the infliction moved even
some of their enemies. These, influenced
by sentiments of common humanity, and
reflecting upon the uncertain issue of life,
shed tears at their miserable expulsion. 5A
multitude of aged hoary-haired old men
were driven along with halting bending
feet, urged onward by the impulse of a vio-
lent, shameless force to quick speed. 6Girls
who had entered the bridal chamber quite
lately, to enjoy the partnership ofmarriage,
exchanged pleasure for misery; and with
dust scattered upon their myrrh-anointed
heads, were hurried along unveiled; and,
in the midst of outlandish insults, set up
with one accord a lamentable cry instead of
the marriage hymn. 7 Bound and exposed
to public gaze, they were hurried violently

on board ship. 8 The husbands of these, in
the prime of their youthful vigor, instead of
crowns, wore ropes round their necks. In-
stead of feasting and youthful celebration,
they spent the rest of their nuptial days in
wailing, and saw only the grave at hand.
9 They were dragged along by unyielding
chains, like wild animals. Of these, some
had their necks thrust into the benches of
the rowers, while the feet of others were
enclosed in hard fetters. 10 The planks of
the deck above them blocked out the light
and shut out the day on every side, so that
they might be treated like traitors during
the whole voyage.

11 They were carried like this in this ves-
sel, and at the end of it arrived at Sche-
dia. The king had ordered them to be cast
into the vast hippodrome, which was built
in front of the city. This place was well
adapted by its situation to expose them to
the gaze of all comers into the city, and
of those who went from the city into the
country. Thus they could hold no com-
munication with his forces. They weren’t
deemed worthy of any civilized accommo-
dation. 12 When this was done, the king,
hearing that their kindred in the city often
went out and lamented themelancholy dis-
tress of these victims, 13 was full of rage,
and commanded that they should be care-
fully subjected to the same—and not one bit
milder—treatment. 14Thewholenationwas
now to be registered. Every individual was
to be specified by name, not for that hard
servitude of labor which we have a little
beforementioned, but that hemight expose
them to thebefore-mentioned tortures; and
finally, in the short space of a day, might
exterminate them by his cruelties. 15 The
registeringof thesemenwascarriedoncru-
elly, zealously, assiduously, from the rising
of the sun to its going down, and was not
brought to an end in forty days. 16 The
king was filled with great and constant joy,
and celebrated banquets before the temple
idols. His erring heart, far from the truth,
and his profane mouth gave glory to idols,
deaf and incapable of speaking or aiding,
and uttered unworthy speech against the
Greatest God. 17 At the end of the above-
mentioned interval of time, the registrars
broughtword to the king that themultitude
of the Jews was too great for registration,
18 inasmuch as there were many still left in
the land, of whom some were in inhabited
houses, and others were scattered about in
various places, so that all the commanders
in Egypt were insufficient for the work.
19 The king threatened them, and charged

* 3:28 a drachmawas about a day’s pay for an agricultural laborer



3Maccabees 4:20 921 3Maccabees 5:33

them with taking bribes, in order to con-
trive the escape of the Jews, but was clearly
convinced of the truth of what had been
said. 20 They said, and proved, that paper
and pens had failed them for the carrying
out of their purpose. 21 Now this was an
active interference of the unconquerable
Providence which assisted the Jews from
heaven.

5
1Thenhe calledHermon,whohad charge

of the elephants. Full of rage, altogether
fixed in his furious design, 2he commanded
him, with a quantity of unmixed wine with
handfuls of incense infused, to drug the
elephants early on the following day. These
five hundred elephants were, when infuri-
ated by the copious drinks of frankincense,
to be led up to the execution of death upon
the Jews. 3 The king, after issuing these
orders, went to his feasting, and gathered
together all those of his friends and of the
army who hated the Jews the most. 4 The
master of the elephants, Hermon, fulfilled
his commission punctually. 5 The servants
appointed for the purpose went out about
evening and bound the hands of the mis-
erable victims, and took other precautions
for their security at night, thinking that the
whole race would perish together. 6 The
heathen believed the Jews to be destitute
of all protection, for chains bound them.
7 They invoked the Almighty Lord, and
ceaselessly implored with tears their mer-
ciful God and Father, Ruler of all, Lord of
every power, 8 to overthrow the evil pur-
pose which had gone out against them, and
to deliver them by extraordinary manifes-
tation from that death which was in store
for them. 9 Their earnest entreaty went
up to heaven. 10 Then Hermon, who had
filled his merciless elephants with copious
drinks of mixed wine and frankincense,
came early to the palace to report on these
preparations. 11He, however, who has sent
his good creature sleep from all time by
night or by day thus gratifying whom he
wills, diffused a portion of it now upon
the king. 12 By this sweet and profound
influence of the Lord, he was held fast,
and thus his unjust purpose was quite frus-
trated, and his unflinching resolve greatly
falsified. 13But the Jews, havingescaped the
hour which had been fixed, praised their
holy God, and again prayed him who is
easily reconciled to display the power of
his powerful hand to the arrogant Gentiles.
14 The middle of the tenth hour had nearly
arrived, when the person who sent invita-
tions, seeing the guests who were invited
present, came and shook the king. 15 He

gained his attention with difficulty, and
hinting that the mealtime was getting past,
talked thematter overwithhim. 16Theking
listened to this, and then turning aside to
his drinking, commanded the guests to sit
down before him. 17 This done, he asked
them to enjoy themselves, and to indulge
in mirth at this somewhat late hour of the
banquet. 18 Conversation grew on, and
the king sent for Hermon, and inquired
of him, with fierce denunciations, why the
Jews had been allowed to outlive that day.
19Hermon explained that he had done his
bidding over night; and in this he was con-
firmedbyhis friends. 20Theking, then,with
a barbarity exceeding that of Phalaris, said,
“They might thank his sleep of that day.
Lose no time, and get ready the elephants
against tomorrow, as you did before, for
the destruction of these accursed Jews.”
21 When the king said this, the company
present were glad, and approved. Then
each man went to his own home. 22 They
didn’t employ the night in sleep, but in con-
triving cruel mockeries for those deemed
miserable. 23 The morning cock had just
crowed, andHermon, havingharnessed the
brutes, was stimulating them in the great
colonnade. 24 The city crowds were col-
lected together to see the hideous spectacle,
andwaited impatiently for thedawn. 25The
Jews, breathlesswithmomentary suspense,
stretched out their hands and prayed the
Greatest God, in mournful strains, again to
help them speedily. 26 The sun’s rays were
not yet shining and the king was waiting
for his friends when Hermon came to him,
calling him out, and saying that his desires
could now be realized. 27 The king, re-
ceiving him, was astonished at his unusual
invitation. Overwhelmed with a spirit of
oblivion about everything, inquired about
the object of this earnest preparation. 28But
this was the working of that Almighty God
who had made him forget all his purpose.
29 Hermon and all his friends pointed out
the preparation of the animals. They are
ready, O king, according to your own strict
injunction. 30Thekingwasfilledwithfierce
anger at thesewords, for, by the Providence
of God regarding these things, hismind had
become entirely confused. He looked hard
at Hermon, and threatened him as follows:
31 “Your parents, or your children, were
they here, would have given a large meal
to these wild animals, not these innocent
Jews, who have loyally served me and my
forefathers. 32Had it not been for familiar
friendship, and the claims of your office,
your life should have gone for theirs.”

33 Hermon, being threatened in this un-
expected and alarming manner, was trou-
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bled in his eyes, and his face fell. 34 The
friends, too, stole out one by one, and dis-
missed the assembled multitudes to their
respective occupations. 35The Jews, having
heard of these events, praised the glorious
God and King of kings, because they had
obtained this help, too, from him. 36 Now
the king arranged another banquet in the
same way, and proclaimed an invitation to
mirth. 37HesummonedHermon tohispres-
ence, and said, with threats, “How often,
O wretch, must I repeat my orders to you
about these same persons? 38 Once more,
arm the elephants for the extermination of
the Jews tomorrow!” 39 His kinsmen, who
were reclining with him, wondered at his
instability, and thus expressed themselves:
40 “O king, how long do you test us, as of
men bereft of reason? This is the third time
that you have ordered their destruction.
When the thing is to be done, you change
your mind, and recall your instructions.
41Because of this, the feeling of expectation
causes tumult in the city. It swarms with
factions, and is continually on the point of
being plundered.”

42 The king, just like another Phalaris, a
prey to thoughtlessness, made no account
of the changes which his own mind had
undergone, issuing in the deliverance of
the Jews. He swore a fruitless oath, and
determined immediately to send them to
hades, crushed by the knees and feet of the
elephants. 43 He would also invade Judea,
level its towns with fire and the sword, de-
stroy that temple which the heathen might
not enter, and prevent sacrifices ever af-
ter being offered up there. 44 Joyfully his
friends broke up, together with his kins-
men; and, trusting in his determination,
arranged their forces in guard at the most
convenient places of the city. 45The master
of the elephants urged the animals into an
almostmaniacal state, drenched themwith
incense and wine, and decked them with
frightful devices. 46 About early morning,
when the city was filled with an immense
number of people at the hippodrome, he
entered the palace and called the king to
the business in hand. 47 The king’s heart
teemed with impious rage; and he rushed
forth with the mass, along with the ele-
phants. With unsoftened feelings and piti-
less eyes, he longed to gaze at the hard
and wretched doom of the previously men-
tioned Jews. 48 But the Jews, when the
elephants went out at the gate, followed by
the armed force. When they saw the dust
raised by the throng, and heard the loud
cries of the crowd, 49 thought that they had
come to the lastmoment of their lives, to the
end ofwhat they had tremblingly expected.

They gave way, therefore, to lamentations
and moans. They kissed each other. Those
nearest of kin to each other hung around
one another’s necks—fathers hugging their
sons and mothers their daughters. Other
women held their infants to their breasts,
which drew what seemed their last milk.
50 Nevertheless, when they reflected upon
the help previously granted them from
heaven, they prostrated themselves with
one accord, removed even the sucking chil-
dren from the breasts, and 51 sent up an
exceedingly great cry asking the Lord of all
power to reveal himself, and have mercy
upon those who now lay at the gates of
hades.

6
1 Then Eleazar, an illustrious priest of

the country, who had attained to length
of days, and whose life had been adorned
with virtue, caused the elders who were
around him to cease to cry out to the holy
God, and prayed this: 2 “O king, mighty in
power, most high, Almighty God, who reg-
ulates the whole creation with your tender
mercy, 3 look at the seed of Abraham, at
the children of the sanctified Jacob, your
sanctified inheritance, O Father, now being
wrongfully destroyed as foreigners in a for-
eign land. 4 You destroyed Pharaoh with
his army of chariots when that lord of this
same Egypt was uplifted with lawless dar-
ing and loud-sounding tongue. Shedding
the beams of your mercy upon the race of
Israel, youoverwhelmedhimandhisproud
army. 5 When Sennacherim, the grievous
king of the Assyrians, exulting in his count-
less army, had subdued thewhole landwith
his spear and was lifting himself against
your holy city with boastings grievous to
be endured, you, O Lord, demolished him
and displayed your might to many nations.
6Whenthe three friends in the landofBaby-
lon of their own will exposed their lives
to the fire rather than serve vain things,
you sent a moist coolness through the fiery
furnace, and brought the fire on all their
adversaries. 7 It was you who, when Daniel
was hurled, through slander and envy, as a
prey to lionsdownbelow, broughthimback
again unharmed to light. 8 When Jonah
was pining away in the belly of the sea-
born monster, you looked at him, O Father,
and recovered him to the sight of his own.
9 Now, you who hate insolence, you who
abound in mercy, you who are the protec-
tor of all things, appear quickly to those
of the race of Israel, who are insulted by
abhorred, lawless gentiles. 10 If our life
during our exile has been stainedwith iniq-
uity, deliver us from the hand of the enemy,
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and destroy us, O Lord, by the death which
you prefer. 11 Don’t let the vain-minded
congratulate vain idols at the destruction
of your beloved, saying, ‘Their god didn’t
deliver them.’ 12 You who are All-powerful
and Almighty, O Eternal One, behold! Have
mercyonuswhoarebeingwithdrawnfrom
life, like traitors, by the unreasoning inso-
lence of lawless men. 13 Let the heathen
cower before your invincible might today,
O glorious One, who have all power to save
the race of Jacob. 14 The whole band of
infantsand theirparentsaskyouwith tears.
15Let it be shown to all the nations that you
are with us, O Lord, and have not turned
your face away from us, but as you said
that you would not forget them even in the
land of their enemies, so fulfill this saying,
O Lord.”

16Now, at the time that Eleazarhadended
his prayer, the king came along to the hip-
podrome with the wild animals, and with
his tumultuous power. 17 When the Jews
saw this, they uttered a loud cry to heaven
so that the adjacent valleys resounded
and caused an irrepressible lamentation
throughout the army. 18 Then the all-
glorious, all-powerful, and true God, dis-
played his holy countenance, and opened
the gates of heaven, fromwhich two angels,
dreadful of form, came down and were
visible to all but the Jews. 19 They stood
opposite, and filled the enemies’ armywith
confusion and cowardice, and bound them
with immoveable shackles. 20A cold shud-
der came over the person of the king, and
oblivion paralyzed the vehemence of his
spirit. 21 They turned back the animals on
the armed forces who followed them; and
the animals trampled them and destroyed
them. 22 The king’s wrath was converted
into compassion; and he wept at the things
he had devised. 23 For when he heard the
cry, and saw them all on the verge of de-
struction, with tears he angrily threatened
his friends, saying, 24 “You have governed
badly, and have exceeded tyrants in cru-
elty. You have labored to deprive me, your
benefactor, at once of my dominion andmy
life, by secretly devising measures injuri-
ous to the kingdom. 25 Who has gathered
here, unreasonably removing each from
his home, those who, in fidelity to us, had
held the fortresses of the country? 26Who
has consigned to unmerited punishments
those who in good will toward us from the
beginning have in all things surpassed all
nations, andwho often have engaged in the
most dangerous undertakings? 27 Loose,
loose the unjust bonds! Send them to their
homes in peace, begging pardon for what
has been done. 28 Release the sons of the

almighty living God of heaven, who from
our ancestors’ times until now has granted
a glorious and uninterrupted prosperity to
our affairs.” 29 He said these things, and
they, released the same moment, having
now escaped death, praised God their holy
Savior.

30 The king then departed to the city, and
called his financier to himself, and asked
him provide a seven days’ quantity of wine
and other materials for feasting for the
Jews. He decided that they should keep
a cheerful festival of deliverance in the
very place in which they expected to meet
with their destruction. 31 Then they who
were before despised and near to hades,
yes, rather advanced into it, partook of
the cup of salvation, instead of a grievous
and lamentable death. Full of exultation,
they apportioned the place intended for
their fall andburial intobanquetingbooths.
32 Ceasing their miserable strain of woe,
they took up the subject of their father-
land, singing in praise to God their wonder-
working Savior. All groans and all wailing
were laid aside. They formed dances as
a sign of peaceful joy. 33 So the king also
collected a number of guests for the occa-
sion, and returned unceasing thanks with
much magnificence for the unexpected de-
liverance afforded him. 34 Those who
had marked them out as for death and
for carrion, and had registered them with
joy, howled aloud, and were clothed with
shame, and had the fire of their rage in-
gloriously put out. 35 But the Jews, as we
just said, instituted a dance, and then gave
themselves up to feasting, glad thanksgiv-
ing, and psalms. 36 They made a public
ordinance tocommemorate these things for
generations to come, as long as they should
be sojourners. They thus established these
days as days of mirth, not for the purpose
of drinking or luxury, but because God had
saved them. 37 They requested the king to
send them back to their homes. 38 They
were being enrolled from the twenty-fifth
of Pachon to the fourth of Epiphi, a period
of forty days. The measures taken for their
destruction lasted from the fifth of Epiphi
till the seventh, that is, three days. 39 The
Ruler over all during this time manifested
hismercy gloriously, anddelivered themall
together unharmed. 40 They feasted upon
the king’s provision up to the fourteenth
day, then asked to be sent away. 41The king
commended them, andwrote the following
letter, of magnanimous import for them, to
the commanders of every city:

7
1 “King Ptolemy Philopator to the com-
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manders throughout Egypt, and to all who
are set over affairs, joy and strength. 2We,
too, and our children are well. God has
directed our affairs as we wish. 3 Certain
of our friends out of malice vehemently
urged us to punish the Jews of our realm in
a body, with the infliction of a monstrous
punishment. 4 They pretended that our
affairs would never be in a good state till
this took place. Such, they said, was the
hatredborneby the Jews to all otherpeople.
5 They brought them fettered in grievous
chains as slaves, no, as traitors. Without
enquiryorexamination theyendeavored to
annihilate them. They buckled themselves
with a savage cruelty, worse than Scythian
custom. 6For this cause we severely threat-
ened them; yet, with the clemency which
we usually extend to all men, we at length
permitted them to live. Finding that the
God of heaven cast a shield of protection
over the Jews so as to preserve them, and
that he fought for them as a father always
fights for his sons, 7 and taking into consid-
eration their constancy and fidelity toward
us and toward our ancestors, we have, as
we ought, acquitted them of every sort of
charge. 8We have dismissed them to their
several homes, telling all men everywhere
to do them no wrong, or unrighteously re-
vile them about the past. 9 For know this,
that should we conceive any evil design, or
in any way aggrieve them, we shall ever
have as our adversary, not man, but the
highest God, the ruler of all might. From
Him there will be no escape, as the avenger
of such deeds. Farewell.”

10 When they had received this letter,
they didn’t hurry to depart immediately.
They petitioned the king to be allowed to
inflict fitting punishment upon those of
their race who had willingly transgressed
the holy god, and the law of God. 11 They
alleged that men who had for their bellies’
sake transgressed the ordinances of God,
would never be faithful to the interests of
the king. 12 The king admitted the truth of
this reasoning, and commended them. Full
power was given them, without warrant or
special commission, to destroy those who
had transgressed the law of God boldly in
every part of the king’s dominions. 13Their
priests, then, as it was appropriate, saluted
him with good wishes, and all the people
echoed with the “Hallelujah!” Then they
joyfully departed. 14 Then they punished
and shamefully destroyed every polluted
Jew that fell in their way, 15 slaying this
way, in that day, more than three hundred
men, and esteeming this destruction of the
wicked a season of joy. 16 They themselves
having held closely to their God to death,

and having enjoyed a full deliverance, de-
parted from the city garlanded with sweet-
flowered wreaths of every kind. Uttering
exclamations of joy, with songs of praise,
and melodious hymns, they thanked the
God of their fathers, the eternal Savior
of Israel. 17 Having arrived at Ptolemais,
called from the specialty of that district
“Rose-bearing”, where the fleet, in accor-
dance with the general wish, waited for
them seven days, 18 they partook of a ban-
quet of deliverance, for the king generously
granted them all the means of securing a
return home. 19 They were accordingly
brought back in peace, while they gave ut-
terance to appropriate thanks; and they de-
termined to observe thesedaysduring their
sojourn as days of joyfulness. 20These they
registered as sacred upon a pillar, when
they had dedicated the place of their fes-
tivity to be one of prayer. They departed
unharmed, free, abundant in joy, preserved
by the king’s command, by land, by sea, and
by river, each to his own home. 21 They
had more weight than before among their
enemies, and were honored and feared.
No one in any way robbed them of their
goods. 22 Every man received back his
own, according to inventory, thosewhohad
obtained their goods, giving them up with
the greatest terror. For the greatest God
made perfect wonders for their salvation.
23 Blessed be the Redeemer of Israel for-
ever! Amen.
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The SecondBook of Esdras
The Second Book of Esdras is included in

the Slavonic Bible as 3 Esdras, but is not
found in the Greek Septuagint. It is in-
cluded in the Appendix to the Latin Vulgate
Bible as 4 Esdras. It is considered to be
Apocrypha by most church traditions. It is
preserved here for its supplementary his-
torical value.

1 The second book of the prophet Esdras,
the son of Saraias, the son of Azaraias, the
son of Helkias, the son of Salemas, the son
of Sadoc, the son of Ahitob, 2 the son of
Achias, the son of Phinees, the son of Heli,
the son of Amarias, the son of Aziei, the son
of Marimoth, the son of Arna, the son of
Ozias, the son of Borith, the son of Abissei,
the son of Phinees, the son of Eleazar, 3 the
son of Aaron, of the tribe of Levi, who was
captive in the landof theMedes, in the reign
of Artaxerxes king of the Persians.

4 The Lord’s word came to me, say-
ing, 5 “Go your way and show my people
their sinful deeds, and their children their
wickedness which they have done against
me, that they may tell their children’s chil-
dren, 6because the sinsof their fathershave
increased in them, for they have forgotten
me, and have offered sacrifices to foreign
gods. 7 Didn’t I bring them out of the land
of Egypt, out of the house of bondage? But
they have provoked me to wrath and have
despised my counsels. 8 So pull out the hair
of your head and cast all evils upon them,
for they have not been obedient to my law,
but they are a rebellious people. 9How long
shall I endure them, to whom I have done
so much good? 10 I have overthrown many
kings for their sakes. I have struck down
Pharoah with his servants and all his army.
11 I have destroyed all the nations before
them. In the east, I have scattered the
people of two provinces, even of Tyre and
Sidon, and have slain all their adversaries.
12 Speak therefore to them, saying:

13 “The Lord says, truly I brought you
through the sea, and where there was no
path I made highways for you. I gave you
Moses for a leader and Aaron for a priest.
14 I gave you light in a pillar of fire. I have
done great wonders among you, yet you
have forgottenme, says the Lord.

15 “The Lord Almighty says: The quails
were for a token to you. I gave you a camp
for your protection, but you complained
there. 16 You didn’t celebrate in my name
for the destruction of your enemies, but
even to thisdayyoustill complain. 17Where
are the benefits that I have given you?

When you were hungry and thirsty in the
wilderness, didn’t you cry to me, 18 saying,
‘Why have you brought us into this wilder-
ness to kill us? It would have been better
for us to have served the Egyptians than to
die in this wilderness.’ 19 I had pity on your
mourning and gave you manna for food.
You ate angels’ bread. 20 When you were
thirsty, didn’t I split the rock, and water
flowed out in abundance? Because of the
heat, I covered you with the leaves of the
trees. 21 I divided fruitful lands among you.
I drove out the Canaanites, the Pherezites,
and the Philistines before you. What more
shall I do for you?” says the Lord.

22 The Lord Almighty says, “When you
were in thewilderness, at the bitter stream,
being thirsty and blaspheming my name,
23 I gave you not fire for your blasphemies,
but threw a tree in the water, andmade the
river sweet. 24 What shall I do to you, O
Jacob? You, Judah, would not obey me. I
will turn myself to other nations, and I will
give my name to them, that they may keep
my statutes. 25Since you have forsakenme,
I also will forsake you. When you ask me
to be merciful to you, I will have no mercy
upon you. 26Whenever you call upon me, I
will not hear you, for you have defiled your
handswith blood, and your feet are swift to
commit murder. 27 It is not as though you
have forsaken me, but your own selves,”
says the Lord.

28 The Lord Almighty says, “Haven’t I
asked you as a father his sons, as a mother
her daughters, and a nurse her young ba-
bies, 29 that you would be my people, and
I would be your God, that you would be
my children, and I would be your father?
30 I gathered you together, as a hen gathers
her chicks under her wings. But now, what
should I do to you? I will cast you out from
my presence. 31When you offer burnt sac-
rifices to me, I will turn my face from you,
for I have rejected your solemn feast days,
yournewmoons, andyour circumcisionsof
the flesh. 32 I sent to you my servants the
prophets, whom you have taken and slain,
and torn theirbodies inpieces,whoseblood
I will require from you,” says the Lord.

33 The Lord Almighty says, “Your house
is desolate. I will cast you out as the wind
blows stubble. 34 Your children won’t be
fruitful, for they have neglected my com-
mandment to you, and done that which is
evil before me. 35 I will give your houses
to a people that will come, which not hav-
ing heard of me yet believe me. Those to
whom I have shown no signs will do what
I have commanded. 36 They have seen no
prophets, yet they will remember their for-
mer condition. 37 I call to witness the grat-
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itude of the people who will come, whose
little ones rejoice with gladness. Although
they see me not with bodily eyes, yet in
spirit they will believe what I say.”

38 And now, father, behold with glory,
and see the people that come from the east:
39 to whom I will give for leaders, Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, Oseas, Amos, and
Micheas, Joel, Abdias, and Jonas, 40Nahum,
and Abacuc, Sophonias, Aggaeus, Zachary,
and Malachy, who is also called the Lord’s
messenger.

2
1 The Lord says, “I brought this people

out of bondage. I gave themmy command-
ments by my servants the prophets, whom
theywould not listen to, butmademy coun-
sels void. 2Themother who bore them says
to them, ‘Go your way, my children, for I
am a widow and forsaken. 3 I brought you
up with gladness, and I have lost you with
sorrow and heaviness, for you have sinned
before the LordGod, anddone thatwhich is
evil before me. 4But now what can I do for
you? For I am a widow and forsaken. Go
your way, my children, and ask for mercy
from the Lord.’ 5 As for me, O father, I
call upon you for a witness in addition to
the mother of these children, because they
wouldnotkeepmycovenant, 6 that youmay
bring them to confusion, and their mother
to ruin, that they may have no offspring.
7 Let them be scattered abroad among the
heathen. Let their names be blotted out
of the earth, for they have despised my
covenant. 8 Woe to you, Assur, you who
hide the unrighteous with you! You wicked
nation, remember what I did to Sodom and
Gomorrah, 9 whose land lies in lumps of
pitch and heaps of ashes. That is what I will
also do to those who have not listened to
me,” says the Lord Almighty.

10 The Lord says to Esdras, “Tell my peo-
ple that I will give them the kingdom of
Jerusalem, which I would have given to
Israel. 11 I will also take their glory back
to myself, and give these the everlasting
tabernacleswhich I had prepared for them.
12Theywill have the tree of life for fragrant
perfume. They will neither labor nor be
weary. 13 Ask, and you will receive. Pray
that your days may be few, that they may
be shortened. The kingdom is already pre-
pared for you. Watch! 14 Call heaven and
earth to witness. Call them to witness, for I
have left out evil, and created the good, for
I live, says the Lord.

15 “Mother, embrace your children. I will
bring them out with gladness like a dove
does. Establish their feet, for I have chosen

you, says the Lord. 16 I will raise those
who are dead up again from their places,
and bring them out from their tombs, for
I recognize my name in them. 17 Don’t be
afraid, you mother of children, for I have
chosen you, says the Lord. 18For your help,
I will send my servants Esaias and Jeremy,
after whose counsel I have sanctified and
prepared for you twelve trees laden with
various fruits, 19 and as many springs flow-
ing with milk and honey, and seven mighty
mountains, on which roses and lilies grow,
with which I will fill your children with joy.
20Do right to the widow. Secure justice for
the fatherless. Give to the poor. Defend
the orphan. Clothe the naked. 21 Heal the
broken and the weak. Don’t laugh a lame
man to scorn. Defend the maimed. Let
the blind man have a vision of my glory.
22 Protect the old and young within your
walls. 23 Wherever you find the dead, set
a sign upon them and commit them to the
grave, and I will give you the first place in
my resurrection. 24 Stay still, my people,
and take your rest, for your rest will come.
25 Nourish your children, good nurse, and
establish their feet. 26 As for the servants
whom I have given you, not one of them
will perish, for I will require them from
among your number. 27 Don’t be anxious,
for when the day of suffering and anguish
comes, others will weep and be sorrowful,
but you will rejoice and have abundance.
28 The nations will envy you, but they will
be able to do nothing against you, says the
Lord. 29 My hands will cover you, so that
your children don’t see Gehenna.* 30 Be
joyful, mother, with your children, for I will
deliver you, says the Lord. 31 Remember
your children who sleep, for I will bring
them out of the secret places of the earth
and showmercy to them, for I ammerciful,
says the Lord Almighty. 32 Embrace your
children until I come, and proclaim mercy
to them, for my wells run over, and my
grace won’t fail.”

33 I, Esdras, received a command from
the Lord on Mount Horeb to go to Israel,
but when I came to them, they rejected
me and rejected the Lord’s commandment.
34Therefore I say to you, Onations that hear
and understand, “Look for your shepherd.
He will give you everlasting rest, for he
is near at hand who will come at the end
of the age. 35 Be ready for the rewards
of the kingdom, for the everlasting light
will shine on you forevermore. 36 Flee the
shadowof thisworld, receive the joyofyour
glory. I call to witness my savior openly.
37Receive that which is given to you by the

* 2:29 or, Hell.
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Lord, and be joyful, giving thanks to him
who has called you to heavenly kingdoms.
38 Arise and stand up, and see the number
of those who have been sealed at the Lord’s
feast. 39 Those who withdrew themselves
fromtheshadowof theworldhavereceived
glorious garments from the Lord. 40 Take
again your full number, O Zion, and make
up the reckoning of those of yours who are
clothed in white, which have fulfilled the
law of the Lord. 41 The number of your
children, whom you long for, is fulfilled.
Ask the power of the Lord, that your people,
whichhavebeencalled fromthebeginning,
may bemade holy.”

42 I, Esdras, saw uponMount Zion a great
multitude, whom I could not number, and
they all praised the Lord with songs. 43 In
the midst of them, there was a young man
of a high stature, taller than all the rest,
and upon every one of their heads he set
crowns, and hewasmore exalted than they
were. I marveled greatly at this. 44 So I
asked the angel, and said, “What are these,
my Lord?”

45 He answered and said to me, “These
are thosewho have put off themortal cloth-
ing, and put on the immortal, and have
confessed the name of God. Now are they
crowned, and receive palms.”

46 Then said I to the angel, “Who is the
young man who sets crowns on them, and
gives them palms in their hands?”

47 So he answered and said to me, “He is
the Son of God, whom they have confessed
in the world.”
Then I began to praise thosewho stood so

valiantly for the name of the Lord.
48 Then the angel said to me, “Go your

way, and tellmypeoplewhat kind of things,
andhowgreatwonders of theLordGodyou
have seen.”

3
1 In the thirtieth year after the ruin of

the city, I Salathiel, also called Esdras,
was in Babylon, and lay troubled upon my
bed, and my thoughts came up over my
heart, 2 for I saw the desolation of Zion
and the wealth of those who lived at Baby-
lon. 3 My spirit was very agitated, so that
I began to speak words full of fear to the
Most High, and said, 4 “O sovereign Lord,
didn’t you speak at the beginningwhen you
formed the earth—and that yourself alone—
and commanded the dust 5 and it gave you
Adam, a body without a soul? Yet it was
the workmanship of your hands, and you
breathed into him the breath of life, and he
was made alive in your presence. 6 You led
him into the garden which your right hand
planted before the earth appeared. 7 You

gave him your one commandment, which
he transgressed, and immediately you ap-
pointed death for him and his descendants.
From him were born nations, tribes, peo-
ples, and kindred without number. 8 Every
nation walked after their own will, did un-
godly things in your sight, and despised
your commandments, and you didn’t hin-
der them. 9Nevertheless, again in process
of time, you brought the flood on thosewho
lived in the world and destroyed them. 10 It
came to pass that the same thing happened
to them. Just as death came toAdam, sowas
the flood to these. 11Nevertheless, you left
one of them, Noah with his household, and
all the righteous men who descended from
him.

12 “It came to pass that when those who
lived upon the earth began tomultiply, they
alsomultipliedchildren, peoples, andmany
nations, and began again to be more un-
godly than their ancestors. 13 It came to
pass, when they did wickedly before you,
you chose one from among them, whose
name was Abraham. 14 You loved, and to
him only you showed the end of the times
secretly by night, 15 and made an everlast-
ing covenant with him, promising him that
you would never forsake his descendants.
To him, you gave Isaac, and to Isaac you
gave Jacob and Esau. 16 You set apart Ja-
cob for yourself, but rejected Esau. Jacob
became a great multitude. 17 It came to
pass that when you led his descendants out
of Egypt, you brought them up to Mount
Sinai. 18You bowed the heavens also, shook
the earth, moved the whole world, made
the depths tremble, and troubled the age.
19 Your glory went through four gates, of
fire, of earthquake, of wind, and of ice, that
you might give the law to the descendants
of Jacob, and the commandment to the de-
scendants of Israel.

20 “Yet you didn’t take away from them
their wicked heart, that your law might
produce fruit in them. 21For the first Adam,
burdenedwith awicked heart transgressed
and was overcome, as were all who are
descended from him. 22 Thus disease was
made permanent. The lawwas in the heart
of the people along with the wickedness of
the root. So the good departed away and
that which was wicked remained. 23 So
the times passed away, and the years were
brought to an end. Then you raised up a
servant, called David, 24 whom you com-
manded to build a city to your name, and to
offer burnt offerings to you in it from what
is yours. 25When thiswasdonemanyyears,
then those who inhabited the city did evil,
26 in all things doing as Adam and all his
generations had done, for they also had a



2 Esdras 3:27 928 2 Esdras 4:23

wicked heart. 27 So you gave your city over
into the hands of your enemies.

28 “Then I said in my heart, ‘Are their
deeds of those who inhabit Babylon any
better? Is that why it gained dominion
over Zion?’ 29 For it came to pass when I
came here, that I also saw impieties with-
out number, and my soul saw many sin-
ners in this thirtieth year, so that my heart
failed me. 30 For I have seen how you en-
dure them sinning, and have spared those
who act ungodly, and have destroyed your
people, and have preserved your enemies;
31 and you have not shown how your way
may be comprehended. Are the deeds of
Babylon better than those of Zion? 32 Or
is there any other nation that knows you
beside Israel? Or what tribes have so be-
lieved your covenants as these tribes of
Jacob? 33 Yet their reward doesn’t appear,
and their labor has no fruit, for I have gone
here and there through the nations, and I
see that they abound in wealth, and don’t
think about your commandments. 34Weigh
therefore our iniquities now in the balance,
and theirs also who dwell in the world, and
so will it be found which way the scale
inclines. 35 Or when was it that they who
dwell on the earth have not sinned in your
sight? Or what nation has kept your com-
mandments so well? 36 You will find some
menby namewhohave kept your precepts,
but you won’t find nations.”

4
1 The angel who was sent to me, whose

name was Uriel, gave me an answer, 2 and
said tome, “Your understanding has utterly
failed you regarding this world. Do you
think you can comprehend the way of the
Most High?”

3Then I said, “Yes, my Lord.”
He answered me, “I have been sent to

show you three ways, and to set before you
three problems. 4 If you can solve one for
me, I also will show you the way that you
desire to see, and I will teach you why the
heart is wicked.”

5 I said, “Say on, my Lord.”
Then said he to me, “Go, weigh for me

the weight of fire, or measure for me blast
of wind, or call back for me the day that is
past.”

6 Then answered I and said, “Who of the
sons of men is able to do this, that you
should askme about such things?”

7He said to me, “If I had asked you, ‘How
many dwellings are there in the heart of
the sea? Or how many springs are there

at the fountain head of the deep? Or how
many streamsareabove thefirmament? Or
which are the exits *of hell? Or which are
the entrances of paradise?’ 8 perhaps you
would say to me, ‘I never went down into
the deep, or as yet into hell, neither did I
ever climb up into heaven.’ 9Nevertheless
now I have only asked you about the fire,
wind, and the day, things which you have
experienced, and from which you can’t be
separated, and yet have you given me no
answer about them.”

10He said moreover to me, “You can’t un-
derstand your own things that you grew up
with. 11How then can your mind compre-
hend theway of theMostHigh? Howcanhe
who is alreadyworn outwith the corrupted
world understand incorruption?”

†When I heard these things, I fell on my
face 12and said to him, “It would have been
better if we weren’t here at all, than that
we should come here and live in the midst
of ungodliness, and suffer, and not know
why.”

13 He answered me, and said, ‡“A forest
of the trees of the field went out, and took
counsel together, 14 and said, ‘Come! Let’s
go andmakewaragainst the sea, that itmay
depart away before us, and that we may
make ourselves more forests.’ 15The waves
of the sea also in like manner took counsel
together, and said, ‘Come! Let’s go up and
subdue the forest of the plain, that there
also we may gain more territory.’ 16 The
counsel of thewoodwas in vain, for the fire
came and consumed it. 17Likewise also the
counsel of thewaves of the sea, for the sand
stood up and stopped them. 18 If you were
judgenowbetween these two,whichwould
you justify, or whichwould you condemn?”

19 I answered and said, “It is a foolish
counsel that they both have taken, for the
ground is given to the wood, and the place
of the sea is given to bear its waves.”

20 Then answered he me, and said, “You
have given a right judgment. Why don’t
you judge your own case? 21 For just as the
ground is given to the wood, and the sea to
itswaves, even so thosewhodwell upon the
earth may understand nothing but what is
upon the earth. Only he who dwells above
theheavensunderstands the things that are
above the height of the heavens.”

22Then answered I and said, “I beg you, O
Lord, why has the power of understanding
been given to me? 23 For it was not in
my mind to be curious of the ways above,
but of such things as pass by us daily, be-
cause Israel is given up as a reproach to

* 4:7 So the Syriac. The Latin omits of hell? or which are the paths. † 4:11 So the Syriac and Aethiopic. The Latin is
corrupt. ‡ 4:13 So the Oriental versions. The Latin is corrupt. See Judges 9:8.
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the heathen. The people whom you have
loved have been given over to ungodly na-
tions. The law of our forefathers is made
of no effect, and the written covenants are
nowhere regarded. 24 We pass away out
of the world like locusts. Our life is like
a vapor, and we aren’t worthy to obtain
mercy. 25Whatwill he then do for his name
bywhich we are called? I have asked about
these things.”

26 Then he answered me, and said, “If
you are alive you will see, and if you live
long, you will marvel, for the world has-
tens quickly to pass away. 27 For it is not
able to bear the things that are promised
to the righteous in the times to come; for
this world is full of sadness and infirmities.
28 For the evil§ about which you asked me
has been sown, but its harvest hasn’t yet
come. 29 If therefore that which is sown
isn’t reaped, and if the place where the evil
is sown doesn’t pass away, the field where
the good is sown won’t come. 30 For a
grain of evil seed was sown in the heart of
Adam from the beginning, and how much
wickedness it has produced to this time!
Howmuchmore itwill yetproduceuntil the
time of threshing comes! 31 Ponder now by
yourself, how much fruit of wickedness a
grainof evil seedhasproduced. 32Whenthe
grainswhicharewithoutnumberare sown,
how great a threshing floor they will fill!”

33Then I answered and said, *“How long?
When will these things come to pass? Why
are our years few and evil?”

34 He answered me, and said, “Don’t
hurry faster than the Most High; for your
haste is† for your own self, but he who is
above hurries on behalf of many. 35Didn’t
the souls of the righteous ask question
of these things in their chambers, saying,
‘How long ‡will we be here? When does
the fruit of the threshing floor come?’ 36 To
them, Jeremiel the archangel answered,
‘When the number is fulfilled of those who
are like you. For he has weighed the world
in the balance. 37 By measure, he has mea-
sured the times. By number, he has counted
the seasons. He won’t §move or stir them
until that measure is fulfilled.’ ”

38Then I answered, “OsovereignLord, all
of us are full of ungodliness. 39Perhaps it is
for our sakes that the threshing time of the
righteous is kept back—because of the sins
of those who dwell on the earth.”

40 So he answered me, “Go your way to a
womanwith child, and ask of herwhen she

has fulfilled her nine months, if her womb
may keep the baby any longer within her.”

41Then I said, “No, Lord, that can it not.”
He said to me, “In Hades, the chambers

of souls are like the womb. 42 For just like
a woman in labor hurries to escape the
anguish of the labor pains, even so these
places hurry to deliver those things that
are committed to them from the beginning.
43 Then you will be shown those things
which you desire to see.”

44Then I answered, “If I have found favor
in your sight, and if it is possible, and if I am
worthy, 45 showme this also, whether there
ismore to come than is past, orwhether the
greater part has gone over us. 46 For what
is gone I know, but I don’t know what is to
come.”

47 He said to me, “Stand up on my right
side, and I will explain the parable to you.”

48 So I stood, looked, and saw a hot burn-
ing oven passed by before me. It happened
that when the flame had gone by I looked,
and saw that the smoke remained. 49After
this, a watery cloud passed in front of me,
and sent down much rain with a storm.
When the stormy rain was past, the drops
still remained in it.”

50 Then said he to me, “Consider with
yourself; as the rain ismore than the drops,
and thefire is greater than the smoke, so the
quantity which is past was far greater; but
the drops and the smoke still remained.”

51 Then I prayed, and said, “Do you think
that I will live until that time? Or who will
be alive in those days?”

52He answered me, “As for the signs you
asked me about, I may tell you of them in
part; but I wasn’t sent to tell you about your
life, for I don’t know.

5
1 “Nevertheless, concerning the signs, be-

hold, the days will come when those who
dwell on earth will be taken *with great
amazement, and the way of truth will be
hidden, and the landwill be barren of faith.
2 Iniquitywill be increasedabovewhatnow
you see, and beyond what you have heard
long ago. 3 The land that you now see
ruling will be a trackless waste, and men
will see it desolate. 4 But if the Most High
grants you to live, you will see what is after
the third period will be troubled. The sun
will suddenly shine in the night, and the
moon in the day. 5 Blood will drop out of
wood, and the stonewill utter its voice. The
peoples will be troubled, and the stars will

§ 4:28 so the Syriac and Aethiopic. * 4:33 So the chief oriental versions. † 4:34 So the Syriac. The Latin is
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2 Esdras 5:6 930 2 Esdras 5:41

fall. 6 He will rule whom those who dwell
on the earth don’t expect, and the birdswill
fly away together. 7 The Sodomite sea will
cast out fish, and make a noise in the night,
which many have not known; but all will
hear its voice. 8 There will also be chaos in
manyplaces. Fireswill break out often, and
the wild animals will change their places,
andwomenwill bring forthmonsters. 9Salt
waters will be found in the sweet, and all
friends will destroy one another. Then
reason will hide itself, and understanding
withdraw itself into its chamber. 10 It will
be sought by many, and won’t be found.
Unrighteousness and lack of restraint will
be multiplied on earth. 11One country will
ask another, ‘Has righteousness, or a man
thatdoes righteousness, gone throughyou?’
And it will say, ‘No.’ 12 It will come to pass
at that time that men will hope, but won’t
obtain. They will labor, but their ways
won’t prosper. 13 I am permitted to show
you such signs. If you will pray again, and
weep as now, and fast seven days, you will
hear yet greater things than these.”

14 Then I woke up, and an extreme trem-
bling went through my body, and my mind
was so troubled that it fainted. 15 So the
angel who had come to talk with me held
me, comfortedme, and set me onmy feet.

16 In the second night, it came to pass that
†Phaltiel the captain of the people came to
me, saying, “Where have you been? Why
is your face sad? 17Or don’t you know that
Israel is committed to you in the land of
their captivity? 18Get up then, and eat some
bread, and don’t forsake us, like a shepherd
who leaves the flock in the power of cruel
wolves.”

19 Then said I to him, “Go away from me
anddon’t comenearme for sevendays, and
then you shall come to me.” He heard what
I said and left me.

20 So I fasted seven days, mourning and
weeping, like Uriel the angel had com-
manded me. 21 After seven days, the
thoughts of my heart were very grievous
to me again, 22 and my soul recovered the
spirit of understanding, and I began to
speakwordsbefore theMostHighagain. 23 I
said, “O sovereign Lord of all the woods of
the earth, and of all the trees thereof, you
have chosen one vine for yourself. 24 Of
all the lands of the world you have chosen
one ‡country for yourself. Of all the flowers
of the world, you have chosen one lily for
yourself. 25 Of all the depths of the sea,
you have filled one river for yourself. Of
all built cities, you have consecrated Zion

for yourself. 26 Of all the birds that are
created you have named for yourself one
dove. Of all the livestock that have been
made, you have provided for yourself one
sheep. 27 Among all the multitudes of peo-
ples you have gotten yourself one people.
To this people, whom you loved, you gave a
law that is approved by all. 28Now, O Lord,
why have you given this one people over to
many, and §have dishonored the one root
above others, and have scattered your only
one among many? 29 Those who opposed
your promises have trampled down those
who believed your covenants. 30 If you
really do hate your people so much, they
should be punished with your own hands.”

31 Now when I had spoken these words,
the angel that came to me the night before
was sent tome, 32and said tome, “Hearme,
and I will instruct you. Listen to me, and I
will tell youmore.”

33 I said, “Speak on, my Lord.”
Then said he to me, “You are very trou-

bled in mind for Israel’s sake. Do you love
that peoplemore thanhewhomade them?”

34 I said, “No, Lord; but I have spoken
out of grief; for my heart is in agony every
hour while I labor to comprehend the way
of the Most High, and to seek out part of his
judgment.”

35He said to me, “You can’t.”
And I said, “Why, Lord? Why was I born?

Why wasn’t my mother’s womb my grave,
that I might not have seen the travail of
Jacob, and the wearisome toil of the people
of Israel?”

36He said tome, “Count forme thosewho
haven’t yet come. Gather together for me
the drops that are scattered abroad, and
make the withered flowers green again for
me. 37 Open for me the chambers that are
closed, and bring out the winds for me that
are shut up in them. Or showme the image
of a voice. Then I will declare to you the
travail that you asked to see.”

38And I said, “O sovereign Lord, whomay
know these things except he who doesn’t
have his dwelling with men? 39As for me, I
lackwisdom. How can I then speak of these
things you askedme about?”

40Then said he to me, “Just as you can do
none of these things that I have spoken of,
even so you can’t find out my judgment, or
the end of the love that I have promised to
my people.”

41 I said, “But, behold, O Lord, you have
made the promise to those who are alive
at the end. What should they do who have

† 5:16 The Syriac has Psaltiel. ‡ 5:24 After the Oriental versions. The Latin has pit. § 5:28 After the Oriental
versions. The Latin reads have prepared.
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been before us, or we ourselves, or those
whowill come after us?”

42He said tome, “I will comparemy judg-
ment to a ring. Just as there is no slowness
of those who are last, even so there is no
swiftness of those who be first.”

43 So I answered, “Couldn’t you make
them all at once that have been made, and
that are now, and that are yet to come, that
youmight show your judgment sooner?”

44 Then he answered me, “The creature
may not move faster than the creator, nor
can the world hold them at once who will
be created in it.”

45And I said, “How have you said to your
servant, that *you will surely make alive at
once the creature that you have created?
†If therefore they will be alive at once, and
the creation will sustain them, even so it
might now also support them to be present
at once.”

46And he said to me, “Ask the womb of a
woman, and say to her, ‘If you bear ten chil-
dren, why do you it at different times? Ask
her therefore to give birth to ten children at
once.”

47 I said, “She can’t, but must do it each in
their own time.”

48 Then said he to me, “Even so, I have
given the womb of the earth to those who
are sown in it in their own times. 49 For
just as a young child may not give birth,
neither she who has grown old any more,
even so have I organized the world which
I created.”

50 I asked, “Seeing that you have now
shown me the way, I will speak before you.
Is our mother, of whom you have told me,
still young? Or does she now draw near to
old age?”

51 He answered me, “Ask a woman who
bears children, and she will tell you. 52 Say
to her, ‘Why aren’t they whom you have
now brought forth like those who were be-
fore, but smaller in stature?’ 53 She also
will answer you, ‘Thosewho are born in the
strength of youth are different from those
who are born in the time of old age, when
the womb fails.’ 54 Consider therefore you
also, how you are shorter than those who
were before you. 55 So are those who come
after you smaller than you, as born of the
creature which now begins to be old, and is
past the strength of youth.”

56 Then I said, “Lord, I implore you, if I
have found favor in your sight, show your
servant by whom you visit your creation.”

6
1He said to me, “In the beginning, when

the earth was made, before the portals of
theworldwere fixed and before the gather-
ings of thewinds blew, 2before the voices of
the thunder sounded andbefore the flashes
of the lightning shone, before the founda-
tions of paradise were laid, 3 before the
fair flowers were seen, before the powers
of the earthquake were established, before
the innumerable army of angels were gath-
ered together, 4 before the heights of the
air were lifted up, before the measures of
thefirmamentwerenamed, before the foot-
stool of Zion *was established, 5 before the
present years were reckoned, before the
imaginations of thosewhonow sinwere es-
tranged, and before they were sealed who
have gathered faith for a treasure— 6 then I
considered these things, and they all were
made through me alone, and not through
another; just as by me also they will be
ended, and not by another.”

7 Then I answered, “What will be the di-
vidingof the times? Orwhenwill be the end
of the first and the beginning of the age that
follows?”

8He said to me, “From Abraham to Isaac,
because Jacob and Esau were born to him,
for Jacob’s hand held Esau’s heel from the
beginning. 9 For Esau is the end of this age,
and Jacob is the beginning of the one that
follows. 10 †The beginning of a man is his
hand, and the end of aman is his heel. Seek
nothingelsebetween theheel and thehand,
Esdras!”

11Then I answered, “OsovereignLord, if I
have found favor in your sight, 12 I beg you,
show your servant the end of your signs
which you showed me part on a previous
night.”

13 So he answered, “Stand up upon your
feet, and you will hear a mighty sounding
voice. 14 If the place you stand on is greatly
moved 15 when it speaks don’t be afraid,
for the word is of the end, and the foun-
dations of the earth will understand 16 that
the speech is about them. Theywill tremble
and bemoved, for they know that their end
must be changed.”

17 It happened that when I had heard it,
I stood up on my feet, and listened, and,
behold, therewas a voice that spoke, and its
sound was like the sound of many waters.
18 It said, “Behold, the days come when I
draw near to visit those who dwell upon
the earth, 19 and when I investigate those
who have caused harm unjustly with their
unrighteousness, andwhen the affliction of

* 5:45 So the Syriac. † 5:45 The Latin omits If...alive at once. * 6:4 So the Syriac. † 6:10 So the Syriac, etc.
The Latin is defective.
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Zion is complete, 20 and when the seal will
be set on the age that is to pass away, then
I will show these signs: the books will be
opened before the firmament, and all will
see together. 21 The children a year old
will speak with their voices. The women
with child will deliver premature children
at three or four months, and they will live
anddance. 22Suddenly the sownplaceswill
appear unsown. The full storehouses will
suddenly be found empty. 23 The trumpet
will give a sound which when every man
hears, they will suddenly be afraid. 24 At
that time friendswillmakewar against one
another like enemies. The earth will stand
in fear with those who dwell in it. The
springs of the fountains will stand still, so
that for three hours they won’t flow.

25 “It will be that whoever remains after
all these things that I have told you of, he
will be saved andwill seemy salvation, and
the end of my world. 26 They will see the
menwhohavebeen takenup,whohavenot
tasted death from their birth. The heart of
the inhabitants will be changed and turned
into a different spirit. 27 For evil will be
blotted out and deceit will be quenched.
28 Faith will flourish. Corruption will be
overcome, and the truth, which has been so
long without fruit, will be declared.”

29When he talked with me, behold, little
by little, the place I stood on ‡rocked back
and forth. 30 He said to me, “I came to
show you these things §tonight. 31 If there-
fore you will pray yet again, and fast seven
more days, I will *again tell you greater
things than these. 32 For your voice has
surely been heard before the Most High.
For theMightyhas seenyour righteousness.
He has also seen your purity, which you
have maintained ever since your youth.
33Therefore he has sent me to show you all
these things, and to say to you, ‘Believe, and
don’t be afraid! 34 Don’t be hasty to think
vain thingsabout the former times, that you
may not hasten in the latter times.’ ”

35 It came to pass after this, that I wept
again, and fasted sevendays in likemanner,
that I might fulfill the three weeks which
he told me. 36 On the eighth night, my
heart was troubled within me again, and I
began to speak in the presence of the Most
High. 37 For my spirit was greatly aroused,
and my soul was in distress. 38 I said, “O
Lord, trulyyouspokeat thebeginningof the
creation, on the first day, and said this: ‘Let
heaven and earth bemade,’ and your word
perfected the work. 39 Then the spirit was

hovering, and darkness and silence were
onevery side. The soundofman’s voicewas
not yet there.† 40 Then you commanded a
ray of light to be brought out of your trea-
suries, that your works might then appear.

41“On the secondday, again youmade the
spirit of the firmament and commanded it
to divide and to separate the waters, that
the one part might go up, and the other
remain beneath.

42 “On the third day, you commanded that
the waters should be gathered together in
the seventh part of the earth. You dried
up six parts and kept them, to the intent
that of these some being both planted and
tilled might serve before you. 43 For as
soon as your word went out, the work was
done. 44 Immediately, great and innumer-
able fruit grew, with many pleasant tastes,
and flowers of inimitable color, and fra-
grances of most exquisite smell. This was
done the third day.

45 “On the fourth day, you commanded
that the sun should shine, the moon give
its light, and the stars should be in their
order; 46andgave themacommandto serve
mankind, whowas to bemade.

47 “On the fifth day, you said to the sev-
enth part, where the water was gathered
together, that it should produce living crea-
tures, fowls and fishes; and so it came to
pass 48 that themute and lifeless water pro-
duced living things as it was told, that the
nations might therefore praise your won-
drous works.

49 “Then you preserved two living crea-
tures. The one you called Behemoth, and
the other you called Leviathan. 50 You
separated the one from the other; for the
seventh part, namely, where the water was
gathered together, might not hold them
both. 51 To Behemoth, you gave one part,
which was dried up on the third day, that
he should dwell in it, in which are a thou-
sand hills; 52 but to Leviathan you gave the
seventh part, namely, the watery part. You
have kept them to be devoured by whom
youwish, when youwish.

53 “But on the sixth day, you commanded
the earth to produce before you cattle, an-
imals, and creeping things. 54 Over these,
you ordained Adam as ruler over all the
works that you havemade. Of him came all
of us, the people whom you have chosen.

55 “All this have I spoken before you, O
Lord, because you have said that for our
sakes you made ‡this world. 56 As for the
other nations, which also come fromAdam,

‡ 6:29 After the Oriental versions. The Latin is corrupt. § 6:30 So the Syriac. The Latin is corrupt. * 6:31 The
Latin has tell you by day. † 6:39 The Latin adds from you. ‡ 6:55 So the Syriac. The Latin has the firstbornworld.
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you have said that they are nothing, and
are like spittle. You have likened the abun-
dance of them to a drop that falls from a
bucket. 57 Now, O Lord, behold these na-
tions, which are reputed as nothing, being
rulers over us and devouring us. 58 But we
your people, whom you have called your
firstborn, your only children, and your
fervent lover, are given into their hands.
59 Now if the world is made for our sakes,
why don’t we possess our world for an in-
heritance? How long will this endure?”

7
1 When I had finished speaking these

words, the angelwhich had been sent tome
thenightsbeforewas sent tome. 2Hesaid to
me, “Rise, Esdras, and hear the words that I
have come to tell you.”

3 I said, “Speak on, my Lord.”
Then he said to me, “There is a sea set in

a wide place, that it might be *broad and
vast, 4 but its entrance is set in a narrow
place so as to be like a river. 5 Whoever
desires to go into the sea to look at it, or to
rule it, if he didn’t go through the narrow
entrance, howcouldhe come into thebroad
part? 6 Another thing also: There is a city
built and set in a plain country, and full of
all good things, 7but its entrance is narrow,
and is set in a dangerous place to fall, hav-
ing fire on the right hand, and deep water
on the left. 8There is one only path between
them both, even between the fire and the
water, so that only one person can go there
at once. 9 If this city is now given to a man
for an inheritance, if the heir doesn’t pass
the danger before him, how will he receive
his inheritance?”

10 I said, “That is so, Lord.”
Then said he to me, “Even so also is Is-

rael’s portion. 11 I made the world for their
sakes. What is nowdonewas decreedwhen
Adam transgressedmy statutes. 12Then the
entrances of this world weremade narrow,
sorrowful, and toilsome. They are but few
and evil, full of perils, and involved in great
toils. 13 For the entrances of the greater
world are wide and safe, and produce fruit
of immortality. 14 So if those who live don’t
enter these difficult and vain things, they
can never receive those that are reserved
for them. 15 Now therefore why are you
disturbed, seeing you are but a corruptible
man? Why are you moved, since you are
mortal? 16Why haven’t you considered in
your mind that which is to come, rather
than that which is present?”

17Then I answeredand said, “Osovereign
Lord, behold, you have ordained in your
law that the righteous will inherit these
things, but that the ungodly will perish.
18 The righteous therefore will suffer dif-
ficult things, and hope for easier things,
but those who have done wickedly have
suffered the difficult things, and yetwill not
see the easier things.”

19 He said to me, “You are not a judge
above God, neither do you have more un-
derstanding than the Most High. 20 Yes,
let many perish who now live, rather than
that the law of God which is set before
them be despised. 21 For God strictly com-
manded those who came, even as they
came, what they should do to live, and
what they should observe to avoid pun-
ishment. 22 Nevertheless, they weren’t
obedient to him, but spoke against him
and imagined for themselves vain things.
23Theymade cunning plans of wickedness,
and said moreover of the Most High that
he doesn’t exist, and they didn’t know his
ways. 24 They despised his law and denied
his covenants. They haven’t been faithful
to his statutes, and haven’t performed his
works. 25 Therefore, Esdras, for the empty
are empty things, and for the full are the
full things. 26 For behold, the time will
come, and it will be, when these signs of
which I told you before will come to pass,
that the bride will appear, even the city
coming forth, and shewill be seenwhonow
is withdrawn from the earth. 27 Whoever
is delivered from the foretold evils will see
my wonders. 28 For my son Jesus will be
revealed with those who are with him, and
thosewhoremainwill rejoice fourhundred
years. 29 After these years my son Christ†
will die, along with all of those who have
the breath of life‡. 30Then the world will be
turned into the old silence seven days, like
as in the first beginning, so that no human
will remain. 31 After seven days the world
that is not yet awake will be raised up, and
what is corruptible will die. 32 The earth
will restore those who are asleep in it, and
the dust those who dwell in it in silence,
and the §secret places will deliver those
souls that were committed to them. 33 The
Most High will be revealed on the judg-
ment seat, * andcompassionwill pass away,
and patience will be withdrawn. 34 Only
judgment will remain. Truth will stand.
Faith will grow strong. 35 Recompense will
follow. The reward will be shown. Good
deeds will awake, and wicked deeds won’t

* 7:3 So the chief Oriental versions. The Latin MSS. have deep. † 7:29 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. ‡ 7:29

Lat. man § 7:32 Or, chambers See 2 Esdras 4:35. * 7:33 The Syriac adds and the end will come.
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sleep.† 36 The ‡pit of torment will appear,
and near it will be the place of rest. The
furnace of hell§ will be shown, and near it
the paradise of delight. 37 Then the Most
High will say to the nations that are raised
fromthedead, ‘Lookandunderstandwhom
youhavedenied,whomyouhaven’t served,
whose commandments you have despised.
38Look on this side and on that. Here is de-
light and rest, and there fire and torments.’
Thus *he will speak to them in the day of
judgment. 39 This is a day that has neither
sun, nor moon, nor stars, 40 neither cloud,
nor thunder, nor lightning, neither wind,
nor water, nor air, neither darkness, nor
evening, nor morning, 41 neither summer,
nor spring, nor heat, nor† winter, neither
frost, nor cold, nor hail, nor rain, nor dew,
42 neither noon, nor night, nor dawn, nei-
ther shining, nor brightness, nor light, ex-
cept only the splendor of the glory of the
Most High, by which all will see the things
that are set before them. 43 It will endure
as though it were a week of years. 44This is
my judgment and its prescribed order; but
I have only shown these things to you.”

45 I answered, “I said then, O Lord, and
I say now: Blessed are those who are now
alive and keep your commandments! 46But
what about those for whom I prayed? For
who is there of thosewho are alivewho has
not sinned, and who of the children of men
hasn’t transgressed your covenant? 47Now
I see that the world to come will bring de-
light to few, but torments tomany. 48For an
evil heart has grownup in us, which has led
us astray from these commandments and
has brought us into corruption and into the
ways of death. It has shown us the paths
of perdition and removed us far from life—
and that, not a few only, but nearly all who
have been created.”

49 He answered me, “Listen to me, and I
will instruct you. I will admonish you yet
again. 50 For this reason, the Most High
has not made one world, but two. 51 For
because you have said that the just are not
many, but few, and the ungodly abound,
hear the explanation. 52 If you have just a
few precious stones, will you add them to
lead and clay?”

53 I said, “Lord, how could that be?”
54 He said to me, “Not only that, but ask

the earth, and she will tell you. Defer to
her, and she will declare it to you. 55 Say
to her, ‘You produce gold, silver, and brass,
and also iron, lead, and clay; 56but silver is

more abundant than gold, and brass than
silver, and iron than brass, and lead than
iron, and clay than lead.’ 57 Judge therefore
which thingsarepreciousand tobedesired,
what is abundant or what is rare?”

58 I said, “O sovereign Lord, that which is
plentiful is of less worth, for that which is
more rare is more precious.”

59He answered me, “Weigh within your-
self the things that you have thought, for he
who has what is hard to get rejoices over
him who has what is plentiful. 60 So also is
the judgment which I have promised; for I
will rejoice over the few that will be saved,
because these are thosewho havemademy
glory to prevail now, and through them,my
name is now honored. 61 I won’t grieve
over the multitude of those who perish; for
these are those who are now like mist, and
have become like flame and smoke; they
are set on fire and burn hotly, and are ex-
tinguished.”

62 I answered, “O earth, why have you
produced, if the mind is made out of dust,
like all other created things? 63For it would
have been better that the dust itself had
been unborn, so that the mind might not
have been made from it. 64 But now the
mind grows with us, and because of this
we are tormented, because we perish and
we know it. 65 Let the race of men lament
and the animals of the field be glad. Let all
whoareborn lament, but let the four-footed
animals and the livestock rejoice. 66For it is
far better with them than with us; for they
don’t look forward to judgment, neither
do they know of torments or of salvation
promised to them after death. 67 For what
does it profit us, that we will be preserved
alive, but yet be afflicted with torment?
68 For all who are born are defiled with
iniquities, and are full of sins and laden
with transgressions. 69 If after death we
were not to come into judgment, perhaps it
would have been better for us.”

70He answeredme, “When theMost High
made the world and Adam and all those
who came from him, he first prepared the
judgment and the things that pertain to
the judgment. 71 Now understand from
your own words, for you have said that
the mind grows with us. 72 They therefore
who dwell on the earth will be tormented
for this reason, that having understanding
they have committed iniquity, and receiv-
ing commandments have not kept them,
and having obtained a law they dealt un-
faithfully with that which they received.

† 7:35 The passage from verse [36] to verse [105], formerly missing, has been restored to the text. See Preface, page ix.
‡ 7:36 So the chief Oriental versions. The Latin MSS. have place. § 7:36 Lat. Gehenna. * 7:38 So the chief

Oriental versions. The Latin has will you speak. † 7:41 Or, storm
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73 What then will they have to say in the
judgment, or how will they answer in the
last times? 74 For how long a time has
the Most High been patient with those who
inhabit the world, and not for their sakes,
but because of the times which he has fore-
ordained!”

75 I answered, “If I have found grace in
your sight, O Lord, show this also to your
servant, whether after death, even now
when every one of us gives up his soul, we
will bekept inrestuntil those timescome, in
which you renew the creation, or whether
wewill be tormented immediately.”

76He answered me, “I will show you this
also; but don’t join yourself with those who
are scorners, nor count yourself with those
who are tormented. 77 For you have a trea-
sure of works laid up with the Most High,
but it won’t be shown you until the last
times. 78For concerning death the teaching
is: When the decisive sentence has gone out
from the Most High that a man shall die, as
the spirit leaves the body to return again
to him who gave it, it adores the glory of
the Most High first of all. 79And if it is one
of those who have been scorners and have
not kept the way of the Most High, and that
have despised his law, and who hate those
who fear God, 80 these spirits won’t enter
into habitations, but will wander and be
in torments immediately, ever grieving and
sad, in sevenways. 81Thefirstway, because
theyhavedespised the lawof theMostHigh.
82 The second way, because they can’t now
make a good repentance that theymay live.
83 The third way, they will see the reward
laid up for those who have believed the
covenants of the Most High. 84 The fourth
way, they will consider the torment laid up
for themselves in the last days. 85 The fifth
way, they will see the dwelling places of
the others guarded by angels, with great
quietness. 86 The sixth way, they will see
how immediately some of them will pass
into torment. 87 The seventh way, which is
more grievous than all the aforesaid ways,
because they will pine away in confusion
and be consumed with shame, and will be
withered upby fears, seeing the glory of the
Most High before whom they have sinned
while living, and before whom they will be
judged in the last times.

88 “Now this is the order of those who
have kept the ways of the Most High, when
they will be separated from their mortal
body. 89 In the time that they lived in it,
they painfully served the Most High, and
were in jeopardy every hour, that they
might keep the law of the lawgiver per-
fectly. 90 Therefore this is the teaching
concerning them: 91 First of all they will

see with great joy the glory of him who
takes them up, for they will have rest in
seven orders. 92 The first order, because
they have labored with great effort to over-
come the evil thought whichwas fashioned
together with them, that it might not lead
them astray from life into death. 93 The
second order, because they see the per-
plexity in which the souls of the ungodly
wander, and the punishment that awaits
them. 94 The third order, they see the testi-
mony which he who fashioned them gives
concerning them, thatwhile they lived they
kept the lawwhichwas given them in trust.
95 The fourth order, they understand the
rest which, being gathered in their cham-
bers, they now enjoy with great quietness,
guardedbyangels, and theglory thatawaits
them in the last days. 96The fifth order, they
rejoice that they have now escaped from
that which is corruptible, and that theywill
inherit that which is to come, while they
see in addition the difficulty and the pain
from which they have been delivered, and
the spacious liberty which theywill receive
with joy and immortality. 97 The sixth or-
der, when it is shown to them how their
face will shine like the sun, and how they
will bemade like the light of the stars, being
incorruptible from then on. 98 The seventh
order, which is greater than all the previ-
ously mentioned orders, because they will
rejoice with confidence, and because they
will be bold without confusion, and will
be glad without fear, for they hurry to see
the face of him whom in their lifetime they
served, and from whom they will receive
their reward in glory. 99This is the order of
the souls of the just, as from henceforth is
announced to them. Previously mentioned
are the ways of torture which those who
would not give heed will suffer from after
this.”

100 I answered, “Will time therefore be
given to the souls after they are separated
from thebodies, that theymay seewhat you
have described to me?”

101 He said, “Their freedom will be for
seven days, that for seven days they may
see the things you have been told, and af-
terwards they will be gathered together in
their habitations.”

102 I answered, “If I have found favor in
your sight, show further tome your servant
whether in the day of judgment the justwill
be able to intercede for the ungodly or to
entreat theMost High for them, 103whether
fathers for children, or children for par-
ents, or kindred for kindred, or kinsfolk for
their next of kin, or friends for those who
aremost dear.”
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104 He answered me, “Since you have
found favor in my sight, I will show you
this also. The day of judgment is‡ a day of
decision, anddisplays to all the seal of truth.
Even as now a father doesn’t send his son,
or a son his father, or a master his slave, or
a friend him that is most dear, that in his
place he may understand, or sleep, or eat,
or be healed, 105 so no one will ever pray
for another in that day, neither will one
lay a burden on another, for then everyone
will each bear his own righteousness or
unrighteousness.”

106 I answered, “How do we now find
that first Abraham prayed for the people of
Sodom, and Moses for the ancestors who
sinned in the wilderness, 107 and Joshua
after him for Israel in the days of ✡Achan,
108 and Samuel §in the days of Saul, and
David for the plague, and Solomon for
those who would worship in the sanctu-
ary, 109 and Elijah for those that received
rain, and for the dead, that he might live,
110 and Hezekiah for the people in the days
of Sennacherib, and many others prayed
for many? 111 If therefore now, when cor-
ruption has grown and unrighteousness in-
creased, the righteous have prayed for the
ungodly, why will it not be so then also?”

112He answered me, “This present world
is not the end. The full glory doesn’t re-
main in it. Therefore those who were
able prayed for the weak. 113 But the
day of judgment will be the end of this
age, and the beginning of the immortality
to come, in which corruption has passed
away, 114 intemperance is at an end, in-
fidelity is cut off, but righteousness has
grown, and truthhas sprungup. 115Thenno
one will be able to have mercy on him who
is condemned in judgment, nor to harm
someone who is victorious.”

116 I answered then, “This is my first and
last saying, that it would have been better
if the earth had not produced Adam, or
else, when it had produced him, to have
restrained him from sinning. 117 For what
profit is it for all who are in this present
time to live in heaviness, and after death
to look for punishment? 118O Adam, what
have you done? For though it was you
who sinned, the evil hasn’t fallen on you
alone, but on all of us who come from you.
119For what profit is it to us, if an immortal
time is promised to us, but we have done
deeds that bring death? 120 And that there
is promised us an everlasting hope, but we
have most miserably failed? 121 And that
there are reserved habitations of health

and safety, but we have lived wickedly?
122And that the glory of the Most High will
defend those who have led a pure life, but
we have walked in the most wicked ways
of all? 123 And that a paradise will be re-
vealed, whose fruit endures without decay,
in which is abundance and healing, but we
won’t enter into it, 124 for we have lived in
perverse ways? 125 And that the faces of
those who have practiced self-control will
shinemore than the stars, but our faceswill
be blacker than darkness? 126 For while
we lived and committed iniquity, we didn’t
considerwhatwewouldhave to sufferafter
death.”

127 Then he answered, “This is the signif-
icance of the battle which humans born on
the earthwill fight: 128 if they are overcome,
they will suffer as you have said, but if
they get the victory, they will receive the
thing that I say. 129 For this is the way
that Moses spoke to the people while he
lived, saying, ‘Choose life, that you may
live!’ 130 Nevertheless they didn’t believe
him or the prophets after him, not evenme,
who have spoken to them. 131 Therefore
there won’t be such heaviness in their de-
struction, as there will be joy over those
who are assured of salvation.”

132 Then I answered, “I know, Lord, that
the Most High is now called merciful, in
that he has mercy upon those who have
not yet come into the world; 133 and com-
passionate, in that he has compassion upon
those who turn to his law; 134 and patient,
in that he is patient with those who have
sinned, since they are his creatures; 135and
bountiful, in that he is ready to give rather
than to take away; 136 and very merciful, in
that he multiplies more and more mercies
to thosewho are present, andwho are past,
and also to those who are to come— 137 for
if he wasn’t merciful, the world wouldn’t
continuewith thosewhodwell in it— 138and
one who forgives, for if he didn’t forgive
out of his goodness, that those who have
committed iniquities might be relieved of
them, not even one ten thousandth part
of mankind would remain living; 139 and
a judge, for if he didn’t pardon those who
were created by his word, and blot out the
multitude of sins, 140 there would perhaps
be very few left of an innumerable multi-
tude.”

8
1 He answered me, “The Most High has

made this world for many, but the world to
come for few. 2Now Iwill tell you a parable,
Esdras. Just as when you ask the earth, it

‡ 7:104 The Latin has a bold day ✡ 7:107 Joshua 7:1 § 7:108 So the Syriac and other versions. The Latin omits
in the days of Saul.
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will say to you that it gives very much clay
from which earthen vessels are made, but
little dust that gold comes from. Even so
is the course of the present world. 3Many
have been created, but fewwill be saved.”

4 I answered, “Drink your fill of under-
standing then, O my soul, and let my heart
devour wisdom. 5For you *have come here
apart from your will, and depart against
your will, for you have only been given a
short time to live. 6O Lord over us, grant to
your servant that we may pray before you,
and give us seed for our heart and cultiva-
tion for our understanding, that fruit may
grow from it, by which everyone who is
corrupt, who bears the †likeness of a man,
may live. 7 For you alone exist, and we
all one workmanship of your hands, just
as you have said. 8 Because you give life
to the body that is now fashioned in the
womb, and give it members, your creature
is preserved in fire and water, and your
workmanshipenduresninemonthsasyour
creation which is created in it. 9 But that
whichkeepsand thatwhich iskeptwill both
be kept ‡by your keeping. When the womb
gives up again what has grown in it, 10 you
havecommanded thatoutof thepartsof the
body, that is to say, out of the breasts, be
givenmilk, which is the fruit of the breasts,
11 that the body that is fashioned may be
nourished for a time, and afterwards you
guide it in your mercy. 12 Yes, you have
brought it up in your righteousness, nur-
tured it in your law, and corrected it with
your judgment. 13Youput it todeathasyour
creation, and make it live as your work.
14 If therefore you §lightly and suddenly
destroy him which with so great labor was
fashioned by your commandment, to what
purpose was he made? 15 Now therefore I
will speak. Aboutman ingeneral, youknow
best, but about your people for whose sake
I am sorry, 16 and for your inheritance, for
whose cause I mourn, for Israel, for whom
I am heavy, and for the seed of Jacob, for
whose sake I am troubled, 17 therefore Iwill
begin to pray before you for myself and for
them; for I see the failingsofuswhodwell in
the land; 18but I haveheard the swiftness of
the judgmentwhich is to come. 19Therefore
hear my voice, and understand my saying,
and I will speak before you.”
The beginning of the words of Esdras,

before he was taken up. He said, 20 “O
Lord, you who remain forever, whose eyes

are exalted, and whose chambers are in
the air, 21 whose throne is beyond mea-
sure, whose glory is beyond comprehen-
sion, beforewhom the armyof angels stand
with trembling, 22 * at whose bidding they
are changed to wind and fire, whose word
is sure, and sayings constant, whose ordi-
nance is strong, and commandment fear-
ful, 23whose look dries up the depths, and
whose indignationmakes themountains to
melt away, andwhose truth bearswitness—
24 hear, O Lord, the prayer of your servant,
and give ear to the petition of your hand-
iwork. 25 Attend to my words, for as long
as I live, I will speak, and as long as I have
understanding, I will answer. 26Don’t look
at the sins of your people, but on those
who have served you in truth. 27 Don’t re-
gard the doings of those who act wickedly,
but of those who have kept your covenants
in affliction. 28 Don’t think about those
who have lived wickedly before you, but
remember thosewhohavewillingly known
your fear. 29 Let it not be your will to
destroy thosewhohave lived like cattle, but
look at those who have †clearly taught your
law. 30 Don’t be indignant at those who
are deemed worse than animals, but love
those who have always put their trust in
your glory. 31 For we and our fathers have
‡passed our lives in §ways that bring death,
but you are called merciful because of us
sinners. 32 For if you have a desire to have
mercy upon us who have no works of righ-
teousness, then you will be called merciful.
33For the just,whichhavemanygoodworks
laid upwith you, will be rewarded for their
own deeds. 34 For what is man, that you
should take displeasure at him? Or what
is a corruptible race, that you should be so
bitter toward it? 35 For in truth, there is no
man among those who are born who has
not done wickedly, and among those who
have lived, there is none which have not
done wrong. 36 For in this, O Lord, your
righteousness and your goodness will be
declared, if you are merciful to those who
have no store of good works.”

37 Then he answered me, “Some things
you have spoken rightly, and it will happen
according to your words. 38 For indeed I
will not think about the fashioning of those
whohave sinned, orabout theirdeath, their
judgment, or their destruction; 39 but I will
rejoice over the creation of the righteous
and their pilgrimage, their salvation, and
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the reward that theywill have. 40Therefore
as I have spoken, so it will be. 41 For as the
farmer sowsmany seeds in the ground, and
plants many trees, and yet not all that is
sown will *come up in due season, neither
will all that is planted take root, even so
thosewho are sown in theworldwill not all
be saved.”

42 Then I answered, “If I have found fa-
vor, let me speak before you. 43 If the
farmer’s seed doesn’t come up because it
hasn’t received your rain in due season, or
if it is ruined by too much rain and per-
ishes, 44 likewise man, who is formed with
your hands and is called your own image,
because he ismade like you, forwhose sake
you have formed all things, even him have
youmade like the farmer’s seed. 45Don’t be
angry with us, but spare your people and
havemercy upon your inheritance, for you
havemercy upon your own creation.”

46Then he answeredme, “Things present
are for those who live now, and things
to come for those who will live hereafter.
47 For you come far short of being able
to love my creature more than I. But you
havecomparedyourself to theunrighteous.
Don’t do that! 48 Yet in this will you be
admirable to the Most High, 49 in that you
have humbled yourself, as it becomes you,
and have not judged yourself among the
righteous, so as to be much glorified. 50 For
many grievous miseries will fall on those
who dwell in the world in the last times,
because they have walked in great pride.
51 But understand for yourself, and for
those who inquire concerning the glory
of those like you, 52 because paradise is
opened to you. The tree of life is planted.
The time to come is prepared. Plenteous-
ness is made ready. A city is built. Rest is
†allowed. Goodness is perfected, and wis-
dom is perfected beforehand. 53 The root
of evil is sealed up from you. Weakness is
done away from you, and ‡death is hidden.
Hell and corruption have fled into forget-
fulness. 54 Sorrows have passed away, and
in the end, the treasure of immortality is
shown. 55Therefore ask nomore questions
concerning themultitude of thosewho per-
ish. 56 For when they had received liberty,
they despised the Most High, scorned his
law, and forsookhisways. 57Moreover they
have trodden down his righteous, 58 and
said in their heart that there is no God—
even knowing that they must die. 59 For
as the things I have said will welcome you,
so thirst and pain which are prepared for

them. For the Most High didn’t intend
that men should be destroyed, 60 but those
who are created have themselves defiled
the name of himwhomade them, andwere
unthankful to him who prepared life for
them. 61 Therefore my judgment is now at
hand, 62which I have not shown to all men,
but to you, and a few like you.”
Then I answered, 63 “Behold, O Lord, now

you have shown me the multitude of the
wonderswhich youwill do in the last times,
but you haven’t shownmewhen.”

9
1 He answered me, “Measure diligently

within yourself. When you see that a cer-
tain part of the signs are past, which have
been told you beforehand, 2 then will you
understand that it is the very time in which
theMostHighwill visit theworldwhichwas
made by him. 3When earthquakes, tumult
of peoples, plans of nations, wavering of
leaders, and confusion of princes are seen
in the world, 4 then will you understand
that the Most High spoke of these things
from the days that were of old, from the
beginning. 5 For just as with everything
that is made in the world, the beginning
*is evident and the end manifest, 6 so also
are the times of the Most High: the begin-
nings are manifest in wonders and mighty
works, and the end in effects and signs.
7 Everyone who will be saved, and will be
able to escape by his works, or by faith
by which they have believed, 8will be pre-
served from the said perils, and will see
my salvation in my land and within my
borders, which I have sanctified for my-
self from the beginning. 9 Then those who
now have abused my ways will be amazed.
Those who have cast them away despite-
fully will live in torments. 10 For as many
as in their life have received benefits, and
yet have not known me, 11 and as many as
have scorned my law, while they still had
liberty and when an opportunity to repent
was open to them, didn’t understand, but
despised † it, 12must know ‡it in torment af-
ter death. 13Therefore don’t be curious any
longer how the ungodly will be punished,
but inquirehowthe righteouswill be saved,
§those who the world belongs to, and for
whom the world was created.”

14 I answered, 15 “I have said before, and
now speak, and will say it again hereafter,
that there are more of those who perish
than of those who will be saved, 16 like a
wave is greater than a drop.”
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17 He answered me, “Just as the field is,
so also the seed. As the flowers are, so are
the colors. As the work is, so also is the
*judgment on it. As is the farmer, so also is
his threshing floor. For there was a time in
theworld 18when Iwas preparing for those
who now live, before the world was made
for them to dwell in. Then no one spoke
against me, 19 for †no one existed. But now
those who are created in this world that is
prepared, both ‡with a table that doesn’t
fail and a law which is unsearchable, are
corrupted in their ways. 20 So I considered
my world, and behold, it was destroyed,
and my earth, and behold, it was in peril,
because of the plans that had come into it.
21 I saw and spared them, but not greatly,
and saved myself a grape out of a cluster,
and a plant out of §a great forest. 22 Let
themultitudeperish then,whichwereborn
in vain. Let my grape be saved, and my
plant, for I have made them perfect with
great labor. 23 Nevertheless, if you will
wait seven more days—however don’t fast
in them, 24 but go into a field of flowers,
where no house is built, and eat only of the
flowers of the field, and you shall taste no
flesh, and shall drink no wine, but shall eat
flowers only— 25 and pray to the Most High
continually, then I will come and talk with
you.”

26 So I went my way, just as he com-
manded me, into the field which is called
*Ardat. There I sat among the flowers,
and ate of the herbs of the field, and this
food satisfied me. 27 It came to pass after
seven days that I lay on the grass, and my
heart was troubled again, like before. 28My
mouth was opened, and I began to speak
before the Lord Most High, and said, 29 “O
Lord, you showedyourself amongus, to our
fathers in the wilderness, when they went
out of Egypt, and when they came into the
wilderness, where no man treads and that
bears no fruit. 30 You said, ‘Hear me, O
Israel. Heed my words, O seed of Jacob.
31 For behold, I sow my law in you, and it
will bring forth fruit in you, and youwill be
glorified in it forever.’ 32 But our fathers,
who received the law, didn’t keep it, and
didn’t observe the statutes. The fruit of the
law didn’t perish, for it couldn’t, because
it was yours. 33 Yet those who received it
perished, because theydidn’t keep the thing
that was sown in them. 34 Behold, it is a
custom that when the ground has received
seed, or the sea a ship, or any vessel food or

drink, and when it comes to pass that that
which is sown, or that which is launched,
35 or the things which have been received,
should come to an end, these come to an
end, but the receptacles remain. Yet with
us, it doesn’t happen that way. 36 For we
who have received the law will perish by
sin, along with our heart which received it.
37 Notwithstanding the law doesn’t perish,
but remains in its honor.”

38When I spoke these things in my heart,
I looked around me with my eyes, and on
my right side I saw a woman, and behold,
she mourned and wept with a loud voice,
andwasmuch grieved inmind. Her clothes
were torn, and she had ashes on her head.
39 Then let I my thoughts go in which I was
occupied, and turned myself to her, 40 and
said to her, “Why are you weeping? Why
are you grieved in yourmind?”

41 She said to me, “Leave me alone, my
Lord, that I may weep for myself and add
to my sorrow, for I am very troubled in my
mind, and brought very low.”

42 I said to her, “What ails you? Tell me.”
43 She said to me, “I, your servant, was

barrenandhadnochild, though Ihadahus-
band thirty years. 44 Every hour and every
day these thirty years I made my prayer to
the Most High day and night. 45 It came to
pass after thirty years that God heard me,
yourhandmaid, and sawmy lowestate, and
considered my trouble, and gave me a son.
I rejoiced in him greatly, I andmy husband,
andallmy †neighbors. Wegave great honor
to the Mighty One. 46 I nourished him with
great care. 47 So when he grew up, and I
came to take him a wife, I made him a feast
day.

10
1 “So it came to pass that when my son

was entered into his wedding chamber, he
fell down and died. 2 Then we all put out
the lamps, and all my *neighbors rose up
to comfort me. I remained quiet until the
second day at night. 3 It came to pass,
when they had all stopped consoling me,
encouraging me to be quiet, then rose I up
by night, and fled, and came here into this
field, as you see. 4 Now I don’t intend to
return into the city, but to stay here, andnot
eat or drink, but to continually mourn and
fast until I die.”

5Then I left the reflections I was engaged
in, and answered her in anger, 6 “You most
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foolish woman, don’t you see our mourn-
ing, and what has happened to us? 7 For
Zion the mother of us all is full of sorrow,
and much humbled. 8 †It is right now to
mourn deeply, since we all mourn, and to
be sorrowful, since we are all in sorrow,
but you are mourning for one son. 9 Ask
the earth, and she will tell you that it is
she which ought to mourn for so many
that grow upon her. 10 For out of her, all
had their beginnings, and otherswill come;
and, behold, almost all of them walk into
destruction, and the multitude of them is
utterly doomed. 11Who then shouldmourn
more, ‡she who has lost so great a multi-
tude, or you, who are grieved but for one?
12 But if you say to me, ‘My lamentation is
not like the earth’s, for I have lost the fruit
of my womb, which I brought forth with
pains, and bare with sorrows;’ 13 but it is
with theearthafter themannerof theearth.
The multitude present in it has gone as it
came. 14 Then say I to you, ‘Just as you
have brought forth with sorrow, even so
the earth also has given her fruit, namely,
people, ever since thebeginning tohimwho
made her.’ 15 Now therefore keep your
sorrow to yourself, and bear with a good
courage the adversities which have hap-
pened to you. 16For if youwill acknowledge
the decree of God to be just, you will both
receiveyour son in time, andwill bepraised
amongwomen. 17Goyourway then into the
city to your husband.”

18 She said to me, “I won’t do that. I will
not go into the city, but I will die here.”

19 So I proceeded to speak further to her,
and said, 20 “Don’t do so, but allow yourself
to bepersuadedby reasonof theadversities
of Zion; and be comforted by reason of
the sorrow of Jerusalem. 21 For you see
that our sanctuary has been laid waste, our
altar broken down, our temple destroyed,
22 our lute has been brought low, our song
is put to silence, our rejoicing is at an end,
the light of our candlestick is put out, the
ark of our covenant is plundered, our holy
things are defiled, and the name that we
are called is profaned. Our free men are
despitefully treated, ourpriests areburned,
our Levites have gone into captivity, our
virgins are defiled and our wives ravished,
our righteous men carried away, our little
ones betrayed, our young men are brought
into bondage, and our strong men have
become weak. 23 What is more than all,
the seal of Zion has now lost the seal of her
honor, and is delivered into the hands of
those who hate us. 24 Therefore shake off
your great heaviness, and put away from

yourself the multitude of sorrows, that the
Mighty One may be merciful to you again,
and the Most High may give you rest, even
ease from your troubles.”

25 It came to pass while I was talking
with her, behold, her face suddenly be-
gan to shine exceedingly, and her coun-
tenance glistered like lightning, so that I
was very afraid of her, and wondered what
this meant. 26 Behold, suddenly she made
a great and very fearful cry, so that the
earth shook at the noise. 27 I looked, and
behold, the woman appeared to me no
more, but therewas a city built, and a place
shown itself from large foundations. Then
I was afraid, and cried with a loud voice,
28 “Where is Uriel the angel, who came to
me at the first? For he has caused me to
fall into this great trance, and my end has
turned into corruption, and my prayer a
reproach!”

29As I was speaking these words, behold,
the angel who had come tome at first came
to me, and he looked at me. 30Behold, I lay
as one who had been dead, and my under-
standing was taken from me. He took me
by the right hand, and comforted me, and
set me on my feet, and said to me, 31 “What
ails you? Why are you so troubled? Why
is your understanding and the thoughts of
your heart troubled?”

32 I said, “Because you have forsaken me;
yet I did according to yourwords, andwent
into the field, and, behold, I have seen,
and still see, that which I am not able to
explain.”

33Hesaid tome, “Standup like aman, and
I will instruct you.”

34 Then I said, “Speak on, my Lord; only
don’t forsake me, lest I die before my time.
35 For I have seen what I didn’t know, and
hear what I don’t know. 36 Or is my sense
deceived, or my soul in a dream? 37 Now
therefore I beg you to explain to your ser-
vant what this visionmeans.”

38 He answered me, “Listen to me, and
I will inform you, and tell you about the
things you are afraid of, for the Most High
has revealed many secret things to you.
39 He has seen that your way is righteous,
because you are continually sorry for your
people, and make great lamentation for
Zion. 40This therefore is themeaning of the
vision. 41The woman who appeared to you
a littlewhile ago, whomyou sawmourning,
and began to comfort her, 42 but now you
no longer see the likenessof thewoman, but
a city under construction appeared to you,
43 and she told you of the death of her son,
this is the interpretation: 44 This woman,

‡ 10:11 So the Syriac. § 10:44 So the Syriac and other versions. The Latin is incorrect.
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whom you saw, is Zion,§ whom you now
see as a city being built. 45 She told you
that she had been barren for thirty years
because therewere three thousandyears in
theworld inwhich therewas no offering as
yet offered in her. 46 And it came to pass
after three thousand years that Solomon
built the city and offered offerings. It was
then that the barren bore a son. 47 She
told you that she nourished him with great
care. That was the dwelling in Jerusalem.
48When she said to you, ‘My son died when
he entered into his marriage chamber, and
that misfortune befell her,’ this was the de-
struction that came to Jerusalem. 49Behold,
you saw her likeness, how she mourned
for her son, and you began to comfort her
for what has happened to her. These were
the things to be opened to you. 50 For now
theMost High, seeing that you are sincerely
grieved and suffer from your whole heart
for her, has shownyou the brightness of her
glory and the attractiveness of her beauty.
51 Therefore I asked you to remain in the
field where no house was built, 52 for I
knew that the Most High would show this
to you. 53 Therefore I commanded you to
come into the field, where no foundation
of any building was. 54 For no human
construction could stand in the place in
which the city of the Most High was to be
shown. 55 Therefore don’t be afraid nor let
your heart be terrified, but go your way
in and see the beauty and greatness of the
building, as much as your eyes are able to
see. 56 Then will you hear as much as your
ears may comprehend. 57For you are more
blessed than many, and are called by name
to be with the Most High, like only a few.
58 But tomorrow at night you shall remain
here, 59and so the Most High will show you
those visions in dreams of what the Most
High will do to those who live on the earth
in the last days.”
So I slept that night and another, as he

commandedme.

11
1 It came to pass the second night that

I saw a dream, and behold, an eagle
which had twelve feathered wings and
three heads came up from the sea. 2 I saw,
and behold, she spread her wings over all
the earth, and all the winds of heaven blew
on her, *and the clouds were gathered to-
gether against her. 3 I saw, and out of her
wings there grew other wings near them;
and they became little, tinywings. 4But her
heads were at rest. The head in the middle

was larger than the other heads, yet rested
it with them. 5Moreover I saw, and behold,
the eagle flew with her wings to reign over
the earth and over thosewhodwell therein.
6 I saw how all things under heaven were
subject to her, and no one spoke against
her—no, not one creature on earth. 7 I saw,
and behold, the eagle rose on her talons,
and uttered her voice to her wings, saying,
8 “Don’t all watch at the same time. Let each
one sleep in his own place and watch in
turn; 9but let theheadsbepreserved for the
last.”

10 I saw, andbehold, the voice didn’t come
out of her heads, but from the midst of her
body. 11 I counted †her wings that were
near the others, and behold, there were
eight of them. 12 I saw, and behold, on the
right side one wing arose and reigned over
all the earth. 13 When it reigned, the end
of it came, and it disappeared, so that its
place appeared no more. The next wing
rose up and reigned, and it ruled a long
time. 14 It happened that when it reigned,
its endcamealso, so that it disappeared, like
the first. 15 Behold, a voice came to it, and
said, 16“Listen, youwhohave ruledover the
earth all this time! I proclaim this to you,
before you disappear, 17none after youwill
rule as long as you, not even half as long.”

18 Then the third arose, and ruled as the
others before, and it also disappeared. 19So
it went with all thewings one after another,
as every one ruled, and then disappeared.
20 I saw, and behold, in process of time
the ‡wings that followed were set up on
the §right side, that they might rule also.
Some of them ruled, but in a while they
disappeared. 21 Some of them also were set
up, but didn’t rule.

22After this I saw, and behold, the twelve
wings disappeared, along with two of the
little wings. 23 There was no more left on
the eagle’s body, except the three heads
that rested, and six little wings. 24 I saw,
and behold, two little wings divided them-
selves from the six and remained under
the head that was on the right side; but
four remained in their place. 25 I saw, and
behold, these *under wings planned to set
themselves up and to rule. 26 I saw, and
behold, there was one set up, but in a while
it disappeared. 27A second also did so, and
it disappeared faster than the first. 28 I
saw, and behold, the two that remained
also planned between themselves to reign.
29While they thought about it, behold, one
of the heads that were at rest awakened,
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the one that was in themiddle, for that was
greater than the two other heads. 30 I saw
how it joined the two other heads with it.
31 Behold, the head turned with those who
were with it, and ate the two †under wings
that planned to reign. 32But this head held
the whole earth in possession, and ruled
over those who dwell in it with much op-
pression. It had stronger governance over
the world than all the wings that had gone
before.

33 After this I saw, and behold, the head
also that was in the middle suddenly disap-
peared, like the wings. 34But the two heads
remained,whichalso reigned the sameway
over the earth and over those who dwell in
it. 35 I saw, andbehold, the head on the right
side devoured the one that was on the left
side.

36Then I heard a voice, which said to me,
“Look in frontof you, andconsider the thing
that you see.”

37 I saw, and behold, something like a lion
roused out of the woods roaring. I heard
how he sent out a man’s voice to the eagle,
and spoke, saying, 38 “Listen and I will talk
with you. The Most High will say to you,
39 ‘Aren’t you the one that remains of the
four animals whom I made to reign in my
world, that the end ofmy timesmight come
through them? 40 The fourth came and
overcame all the animals that were past,
and ruled the world with great trembling,
and the whole extent of the earth with
grievous oppression. He lived on the earth
such a long time with deceit. 41 You have
judged the earth, but not with truth. 42 For
you have afflicted the meek, you have hurt
the peaceful, you have hated those who
speak truth, youhave loved liars, destroyed
the dwellings of those who produced fruit,
and threw down the walls of those who did
you no harm. 43 Your insolence has come
up to the Most High, and your pride to the
Mighty. 44 The Most High also has looked
at his times, and behold, they are ended,
and his ages are fulfilled. 45 Therefore ap-
pear no more, you eagle, nor your horrible
wings, nor your evil little wings, nor your
cruel heads, nor your hurtful talons, nor all
your worthless body, 46 that all the earth
may be refreshed and relieved, being deliv-
ered from your violence, and that she may
hope for the judgment and mercy of him
whomade her.’ ”

12
1 It came to pass, while the lion spoke

thesewords to the eagle, I saw, 2andbehold,

the head that remained disappeared, and
*the two wings which went over to it arose
and set themselves up to reign; and their
kingdom was brief and full of uproar. 3 I
saw, and behold, they disappeared, and the
whole body of the eaglewas burned, so that
the earth was in great fear.
Then I woke up because of great perplex-

ity of mind and great fear, and said to my
spirit, 4 “Behold, you have done this to me,
becauseyou searchout thewaysof theMost
High. 5Behold, I am still weary inmymind,
andveryweak inmy spirit. There isn’t even
a little strength in me, because of the great
fear with which I was frightened tonight.
6 Therefore I will now ask the Most High
that he would strengthenme to the end.”

7 Then I said, “O sovereign Lord, if I have
found favor in your sight, and if I am justi-
fiedwith youmore thanmanyothers, and if
my prayer has indeed come up before your
face, 8 strengthen me then, and show me,
your servant, the interpretation and plain
meaning of this fearful vision, that youmay
fully comfortmysoul. 9Foryouhave judged
me worthy to showme the end of time and
the last events of the times.”

10 He said to me, “This is the interpreta-
tion of this vision which you saw: 11 The
eagle, whomyou sawcomeup from the sea,
is the fourth kingdom which appeared in a
vision to your brother Daniel. 12 But it was
not explained to him, as I now explain it
to you or have explained it. 13 Behold, the
days come that a kingdom will rise up on
earth, and it will be feared more than all
the kingdoms that were before it. 14Twelve
kingswill reign in it, one after another. 15Of
those, the second will begin to reign, and
will reign a longer time than others of the
twelve. 16 This is the interpretation of the
twelvewingswhich you saw. 17As forwhen
you heard a voice which spoke, not going
out from the heads, but from the midst of
its body, this is the interpretation: 18 That
†after the time of that kingdom, there will
arise no small contentions, and it will stand
in peril of falling. Nevertheless, it won’t
fall then, but will be restored again to its
former power. 19 You saw the eight under
wings sticking to her wings. This is the
interpretation: 20 That in it eight kings will
arise, whose times will be short and their
years swift. 21 Two of them will perish
when the middle time approaches. Four
will be kept for a while until the time of
the ending of it will approach; but two will
be kept to the end. 22 You saw three heads
resting. This is the interpretation: 23 In its

† 11:31 The Syriac has little wings. * 12:2 So the chief Oriental versions. † 12:18 The Oriental versions havein
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last days, the Most High will raise up three
‡kingdoms and renewmany things in them.
They will rule over the earth, 24 and over
those who dwell in it, with much oppres-
sion, more than all those who were before
them. Therefore they are called the heads
of the eagle. 25 For these are those who will
accomplish her wickedness, and who will
finish her last actions. 26 You saw that the
greatheaddisappeared. It signifies that one
of them will die on his bed, and yet with
pain. 27 But for the two that remained, the
sword will devour them. 28 For the sword
of the one will devour him that was with
him, but he will also fall by the sword in
the last days. 29 You saw two under wings
passing §over to thehead that is on the right
side. 30This is the interpretation: These are
they whom the Most High has kept to his
end. This is the brief reign that was full of
trouble, as you saw.

31 “The lion, whom you saw rising up out
of the forest, roaring, speaking to the eagle,
and rebuking her for her unrighteousness,
and all her words which you have heard,
32 this is the anointed one, whom the Most
High has kept to the end *[of days, who
will spring up out of the seed of David,
and he will come and speak] to them and
reprove them for their wickedness and un-
righteousness, and will† heap up before
them their contemptuous dealings. 33 For
at first he will set them alive in his judg-
ment, and when he has reproved them, he
will destroy them. 34 For he will deliver
the rest of my people with mercy, those
who have been preserved throughout my
borders, and he will make them joyful un-
til the coming of the end, even the day of
judgment, aboutwhich Ihavespoken toyou
from the beginning. 35 This is the dream
that you saw, and this is its interpretation.
36Only you have been worthy to know the
secret of the Most High. 37 Therefore write
all these things that youhave seen inabook,
andput it ina secretplace. 38Youshall teach
them to the wise of your people, whose
hearts you know are able to comprehend
and keep these secrets. 39 But wait here
yourself seven more days, that you may be
shownwhatever it pleases theMost High to
show you.” Then he departed fromme.

40 It came to pass, when all the people
‡saw that the seven days were past, and
I had not come again into the city, they
all gathered together, from the least to the
greatest, and came to me, and spoke to

me, saying, 41 “How have we offended you?
What evil have we done against you, that
you have utterly forsaken us, and sit in this
place? 42 For of all the prophets, only you
are left to us, like a cluster of the vintage,
and like a lamp in a dark place, and like a
harbor for a ship saved from the tempest.
43 Aren’t the evils which have come to us
sufficient? 44 If you will forsake us, how
much better had it been for us if we also
had been consumed in the burning of Zion!
45 For we are not better than those who
died there.” Then they wept with a loud
voice. I answered them, 46 “Take courage,
O Israel! Don’t be sorrowful, you house of
Jacob; 47 for the Most High remembers you.
The Mighty has not forgotten you §forever.
48 As for me, I have not forsaken you. I
haven’t departed fromyou; but I have come
into this place to pray for the desolation of
Zion, and that I might seek mercy for the
humiliation of your sanctuary. 49 Now go
your way, every man to his own house, and
after these days I will come to you.”

50 So the people went their way into the
city, as I told them to do. 51 But I sat in the
field seven days, as the angel commanded
me. In those days, I ate only of the flowers
of the field, andmy food was from plants.

13
1 It came to pass after seven days, I

dreamed a dream by night. 2 Behold, a
wind arose from the sea that moved all its
waves. 3 I saw, and behold, *[this wind
caused to comeup from themidst of the sea
something like the appearance of a man. I
saw, and behold,] that man †flew with the
clouds of heaven. When he turned his face
to look, everything that he saw trembled.
4Whenever thevoicewentoutofhismouth,
all who heard his voice melted, like the
‡waxmelts when it feels the fire.

5 After this I saw, and behold, an innu-
merable multitude of people was gathered
together from the four winds of heaven to
makewar against themanwho came out of
the sea. 6 I saw, and behold, he carved him-
self a greatmountain, andflewuponto it. 7 I
tried to see the region or place from which
themountain was carved, and I couldn’t.

8 After this I saw, and behold, all those
whowere gathered together to fight against
him were very afraid, and yet they dared
to fight. 9 Behold, as he saw the assault of
the multitude that came, he didn’t lift up
his hand, or hold a spear or any weapon

§ 12:29 So the Syriac. The Latin has over the head. * 12:32 The words in brackets are added from the Syriac.
† 12:32 The Syriac has set in order. ‡ 12:40 So the Syriac. The Latin has heard. § 12:47 So the Syriac. * 13:3
The words in brackets are added from the Syriac. † 13:3 So the Syriac. The Latin has grew strong ‡ 13:4 So the
Syriac and other Oriental versions.
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of war; 10 but I saw only how he sent out
of his mouth something like a flood of fire,
and out of his lips a flaming breath, and
out of his tongue he shot out a storm of
sparks.§ 11 These were all mixed together:
the flood of fire, the flaming breath, and
the great storm, and fell upon the assault of
the multitude which was prepared to fight,
and burned up every one of them, so that
all of a sudden an innumerable multitude
was seen to be nothing but dust of ashes
and smell of smoke. When I saw this, I was
amazed.

12 Afterward, I saw the same man come
down from the mountain, and call to him-
self anothermultitudewhichwas peaceful.
13Many people came to him. Some of them
were glad. Some were sorry. Some of
themwerebound, andsomeothersbrought
some of those as offerings. Then through
great fear I woke up and prayed to the
Most High, and said, 14 “You have shown
your servant thesewonders fromthebegin-
ning, and have countedmeworthy that you
should receive my prayer. 15Now showme
also the interpretation of this dream. 16For
as I conceive in my understanding, woe to
those who will be left in those days! Much
more woe to those who are not left! 17 For
thosewhowerenot leftwill be inheaviness,
18 understanding the things that are laid
up in the latter days, but not attaining to
them. 19But woe to them also who are left,
because theywill see great perils andmuch
distress, like these dreams declare. 20Yet is
it *better for one to be in peril and to come
into †these things, than to pass away as a
cloud out of the world, and not to see the
things that ‡will happen in the last days.”
He answered me, 21 “I will tell you the

interpretation of the vision, and I will also
open to you the things about which you
mentioned. 22 You have spoken of those
who are left behind. This is the interpreta-
tion: 23He thatwill §endure the peril in that
timewill protect thosewho fall into danger,
even those who have works and faith to-
ward the Almighty. 24Know therefore that
those who are left behind are more blessed
than those who are dead. 25 These are
the interpretations of the vision: Whereas
you saw a man coming up from the midst
of the sea, 26 this is he whom the Most
High has been keeping for many ages, who
by his own self will deliver his creation.
He will direct those who are left behind.
27 Whereas you saw that out of his mouth
came wind, fire, and storm, 28 and whereas

he held neither spear, nor any weapon of
war, but destroyed the assault of thatmulti-
tudewhich came to fight against him, this is
the interpretation: 29Behold, the days come
when the Most High will begin to deliver
thosewhoareon theearth. 30Astonishment
of mind will come upon those who dwell
on the earth. 31 One will plan to make
war against another, city against city, place
against place, people against people, and
kingdom against kingdom. 32 It will be,
when these things come to pass, and the
signs happen which I showed you before,
then my Son will be revealed, whom you
saw as a man ascending. 33 It will be, when
all the nations hear his voice, every man
will leave his own land and the battle they
have against one another. 34 An innumer-
able multitude will be gathered together,
as you saw, desiring to come and to fight
against him. 35But he will stand on the top
ofMountZion. 36Zionwill come, andwill be
shown to allmen, being prepared andbuilt,
like you saw the mountain carved without
hands. 37 My Son will rebuke the nations
which have come for their wickedness,
with plagues that are like a storm, 38 and
will rebuke them to their face with their
evil thoughts, and the torments with which
they will be tormented, which are like a
flame. He will destroy them without labor
by the law, which is like fire. 39 Whereas
yousawthathegathered tohimself another
multitude that was peaceful, 40 these are
the ten tribes which were led away out of
their own land in the time of Osea the king,
whom Salmananser the king of the Assyri-
ans led away captive, and he carried them
beyond the River, and they were taken into
another land. 41 But they made this plan
among themselves, that they would leave
the multitude of the heathen, and go out
into a more distant region, where mankind
had never lived, 42 that there they might
keep their statutes which they had not kept
in their own land. 43 They entered by the
narrow passages of the river Euphrates.
44For theMostHigh thendid signs for them,
and stopped the springs of the River until
they had passed over. 45 For through that
country therewas a longway to go, namely,
of a year and a half. The same region is
called *Arzareth. 46 Then they lived there
until the latter time. Now when they begin
to come again, 47 the Most High stops the
springs of the River again, that theymay go
through. Therefore you saw the multitude
gathered together with peace. 48 But those
whoare left behindofyourpeopleare those

§ 13:10 So the Syriac and Arabic. * 13:20 Lat. easier. † 13:20 So the Syriac. ‡ 13:20 So the Syriac.
§ 13:23 So the Syriac. * 13:45 That is, another land. See Deuteronomy 29:28.
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who are found within my holy border. 49 It
will be therefore when he will destroy the
multitude of the nations that are gathered
together, he will defend the people who
remain. 50 Then will he show them very
manywonders.”

51Then I said, “O sovereign Lord, explain
this tome: Whyhave I seen themancoming
up from themidst of the sea?”

52 He said to me, as no one can explore
or know what is in the depths of the sea,
even so noman on earth can seemy Son, or
those who are with him, except in the time
of †his day. 53 This is the interpretation of
the dreamwhich you saw, and for this only
you are enlightened about this, 54 for you
have forsaken your own ways, and applied
your diligence to mine, and have searched
out my law. 55 You have ordered your life
in wisdom, and have called understanding
your mother. 56 Therefore I have shown
you this, for there is a reward laid up with
the Most High. It will be, after another
three days I will speak other things to you,
and declare to you mighty and wondrous
things.”

57 Then I went out and passed into the
field, giving praise and thanks greatly to the
Most High because of his wonders, which
he did from time to time, 58 and because
he governs the time, and such things as
happen in their seasons. So I sat there three
days.

14
1 It came to pass upon the third day, I sat

under an oak, and, behold, a voice came
out of a bush near me, and said, “Esdras,
Esdras!”

2 I said, “Here I am, Lord,” and I stood up
onmy feet.

3 Then he said to me, “I revealed myself
in a bush and talked with Moses when my
people were in bondage in Egypt. 4 I sent
him, and * he led my people out of Egypt.
I brought him up to Mount Sinai, where I
kepthimwithme formanydays. 5 I toldhim
many wondrous things, and showed him
the secrets of the times and the end of the
seasons. I commanded him, saying, 6 ‘You
shall publish these openly, and these you
shall hide.’ 7 Now I say to you: 8 Lay up
in your heart the signs that I have shown,
the dreams that you have seen, and the
interpretationswhich you have heard; 9 for
youwill be taken away frommen, and from
now on you will live with my Son and with

those who are like you, until the times have
ended. 10 For the world has lost its youth,
and the times begin to grow old. 11 †For
the age is divided into twelve parts, and
ten parts of it are already gone, ‡even the
half of the tenth part. 12 There remain of
it two parts after the middle of the tenth
part. 13 Now therefore set your house in
order, reprove your people, comfort the
lowly among them, § and instruct those of
them who are wise, and now renounce the
life that is corruptible, 14 and let go of the
mortal thoughts, cast away from you the
burdens of man, put off now your weak
nature, 15 lay aside the thoughts that are
most grievous to you, and hurry to escape
from these times. 16 For worse evils than
those which you have seen happen will be
done after this. 17 For look how much the
world will be weaker through age, so much
that more evils will increase on those who
dwell in it. 18 For the truth will withdraw
itself further off, and falsehoodwill be near.
For now *the eagle which you saw in vision
hurries to come.”

19 Then I answered and said, †“Let me
speak in your presence, O Lord. 20Behold, I
will go, asyouhavecommandedme, andre-
prove thepeoplewhonowlive, butwhowill
warn those who will be born afterward?
For the world is set in darkness, and those
who dwell in it are without light. 21 For
your lawhasbeenburned, thereforenoone
knows the things that are done by you, or
the works that will be done. 22But if I have
found favorbefore you, send theHoly Spirit
tome, and Iwillwrite all that has beendone
in the world since the beginning, even the
things that were written in your law, that
men may be able to find the path, and that
thosewhowould live in the latter daysmay
live.”

23 He answered me and said, “Go your
way, gather the people together, and tell
them not to seek you for forty days. 24 But
prepare for yourself many tablets, and take
with you Sarea, Dabria, Selemia, Ethanus,
and Asiel, these five, which are ready to
write swiftly; 25 and come here, and I will
light a lamp of understanding in your heart
which will not be put out until the things
have ended about which you will write.
26Whenyouaredone, somethingsyoushall
publish openly, and some things you shall
deliver in secret to the wise. Tomorrow at
this hour you will begin to write.”

† 13:52 So the Oriental versions. The Latin omits his. * 14:4 Another reading is. I. † 14:11 Verses 11, 12 are
omitted in the Syriac. The Aethiopic has For the age is divided into ten parts, and is come to the tenth: and half of the
tenth remains. Now etc. ‡ 14:11 Lat. and. § 14:13 The Latin alone omits and...wise. * 14:18 So the Oriental
versions. † 14:19 The Latin omits I will speak.
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27 Then went I out, as he commanded
me, and gathered all the people together,
and said, 28 “Hear these words, O Israel!
29 Our fathers at the beginning were for-
eigners in Egypt, and they were delivered
from there, 30 and received the law of life,
which theydidn’t keep,whichyoualsohave
transgressed after them. 31 Then the land
of Zion was given to you for a possession;
butyouyourselvesandyourancestorshave
done unrighteousness, and have not kept
the ways which the Most High commanded
you. 32 Because he is a righteous judge, in
due time, he took from you what he had
given you. 33 Now you are here, and your
kindred are among you. 34 Therefore if
you will rule over your own understand-
ing and instruct your hearts, you will be
kept alive, and after death you will obtain
mercy. 35 For after death the judgment will
come, when we will live again. Then the
names of the righteous will become mani-
fest, and the works of the ungodly will be
declared. 36 Let no one therefore come to
me now, nor seekme for forty days.”

37 So I took the five men, as he com-
mandedme, andwewent out into the field,
and remained there. 38 It came to pass on
the next day that, behold, a voice called
me, saying, “Esdras, open your mouth, and
drink what I give you to drink.”

39 Then opened I my mouth, and behold,
a full cup was handed to me. It was full of
something like water, but its color was like
fire. 40 I took it, and drank. When I had
drunk it, my heart uttered understanding,
andwisdom grew inmy chest, for my spirit
retained its memory. 41 My mouth was
opened, and shut nomore. 42TheMostHigh
gave understanding to the five men, and
they wrote by course the things that were
told them, in ‡characters which they didn’t
know, and they sat forty days. Now they
wrote in the day-time, and at night they ate
bread. 43As for me, I spoke in the day, and
by night I didn’t hold my tongue. 44 So in
forty days, ninety-four books were written.

45 It came to pass, when the forty days
were fulfilled, that the Most High spoke to
me, saying, “The first books that you have
written, publish openly, and let the worthy
and unworthy read them; 46 but keep the
last seventy, that you may deliver them to
those who are wise among your people;
47 for in them is the spring of understand-
ing, the fountain ofwisdom, and the stream
of knowledge.”

48 I did so.

15
1 “Behold, speak in the ears of my people

the words of prophecy which I will put in
your mouth,” says the Lord. 2 “Cause them
to be written on paper, for they are faithful
and true. 3 Don’t be afraid of their plots
against you. Don’t let the unbelief of those
who speak against you trouble you. 4For all
the unbelievers will die in their unbelief.

5 “Behold,” says the Lord, “I bring evils on
the whole earth: sword, famine, death, and
destruction. 6Forwickedness has prevailed
over every land, and their hurtful works
have reached their limit. 7Therefore,” says
the Lord, 8 “I will hold my peace no more
concerning their wickedness which they
profanely commit, neither will I tolerate
them in these things, which they wickedly
practice. Behold, the innocent and righ-
teous blood cries to me, and the souls of
the righteous cry out continually. 9 I will
surely avenge them,” says the Lord, “and
will receive to me all the innocent blood
from among them. 10 Behold, my people
is led like a flock to the slaughter. I will
not allow them now to dwell in the land of
Egypt, 11 but I will bring them out with a
mighty hand and with a high arm, and will
strike Egypt with plagues, as before, and
will destroy all its land.”

12 Let Egypt and its foundations mourn,
for the plague of the chastisement and
the punishment that God will bring upon
it. 13 Let the farmers that till the ground
mourn, for their seeds will fail and their
trees will be ruined through the blight and
hail, and a terrible tempest. 14Woe to the
world and those who dwell in it! 15 For the
sword and their destruction draws near,
andnationwill riseupagainstnation tobat-
tlewithweapons in theirhands. 16For there
will be sedition among men, and growing
strong against one another. In their might,
they won’t respect their king or the chief
of their great ones. 17 For a man will de-
sire to go into a city, and will not be able.
18Forbecauseof theirpride thecitieswill be
troubled, the houses will be destroyed, and
men will be afraid. 19 A man will have no
pity on his neighbors, but will assault their
houses with the sword and plunder their
goods, because of the lack of bread, and for
great suffering.

20 “Behold,” says God, “I call together
all the kings of the earth to stir up those
who are from the rising of the sun, from
the south, from the east, and Libanus, to
turn themselves one against another, and
repay the things that they have done to
them. 21 Just as they do yet this day to my
chosen, so I will do also, and repay into
their bosom.” The Lord God says: 22 “My

‡ 14:42 So the Oriental versions.



2 Esdras 15:23 947 2 Esdras 15:63

right hand won’t spare the sinners, and my
sword won’t cease over those who shed in-
nocent blood on the earth. 23Afire has gone
out from his wrath and has consumed the
foundations of the earth and the sinners,
like burnt straw. 24 Woe to those who sin
and don’t keep my commandments!” says
the Lord. 25 “I will not spare them. Go your
way, you rebellious children! Don’t defile
my sanctuary!” 26 For the Lord knows all
those who trespass against him, therefore
he will deliver them to death and destruc-
tion. 27 For now evils have come upon the
whole earth, and you will remain in them;
for God will not deliver you, because you
have sinned against him.

28Behold, ahorrible sightappearing from
the east! 29 The nations of the dragons of
Arabia will come out with many chariots.
From the day that they set out, their hiss-
ing is carried over the earth, so that all
thosewhowill hear themmay also fear and
tremble. 30 Also the Carmonians, raging in
wrath, will go out like the wild boars of the
forest. They will come with great power
and join battle with them, and will devas-
tate a portion of the land of the Assyrians
with their teeth. 31 Then the dragons will
have the upper hand, remembering their
nature. If they will turn themselves, con-
spiring together ingreatpower topersecute
them, 32 then these will be troubled, and
keep silence through their power, and will
turn and flee. 33From the land of the Assyr-
ians, an enemy in ambush will attack them
and destroy one of them. Upon their army
will be fear and trembling, and indecision
upon their kings.

34Behold, clouds from the east, and from
the north to the south! They are very hor-
rible to look at, full of wrath and storm.
35Theywill clash against one another. They
will pour out a heavy storm on the earth,
even their own storm. There will be blood
from the sword to the horse’s belly, 36 and
to the thigh of man, and to the camel’s
hock. 37There will be fearfulness and great
trembling upon earth. They who see that
wrath will be afraid, and trembling will
seize them. 38After this, great stormswill be
stirred up from the south, from the north,
and another part from the west. 39 Strong
windswill arise from the east, andwill shut
it up, even the cloud which he raised up
in wrath; and the storm that was to cause
destruction by the east wind will be vio-
lently driven toward the south and west.
40 Great and mighty clouds, full of wrath,
will be lifted up with the storm, that they
may destroy all the earth and those who
dwell in it. They will pour out over every
high and lofty one a terrible storm, 41 fire,

hail, flying swords, and many waters, that
all plains may be full, and all rivers, with
the abundance of those waters. 42Theywill
break down the cities andwalls, mountains
and hills, trees of the forest, and grass of
the meadows, and their grain. 43 They will
go on steadily to Babylon and destroy her.
44Theywill come to it and surround it. They
will pour out the storm and all wrath on
her. Then the dust and smoke will go up
to the sky, and all those who are around it
will mourn for it. 45Those who remain will
serve those who have destroyed it.

46 You, Asia, who are partaker in the
beauty of Babylon, and in the glory of her
person— 47woe to you, youwretch, because
you have made yourself like her. You have
decked out your daughters for prostitution,
that they might please and glory in your
lovers, which have always lusted after you!
48 You have followed her who is hateful
in all her works and inventions. There-
fore God says, 49 “I will send evils on you:
widowhood, poverty, famine, sword, and
pestilence, to lay waste your houses and
bring you to destruction and death. 50 The
glory of your power will be dried up like
a flower when the heat rises that is sent
over you. 51 You will be weakened like a
poor woman who is beaten and wounded,
so that you won’t be able to receive your
mighty ones and your lovers. 52 Would I
have dealt with you with such jealousy,”
says the Lord, 53 “if youhadnot always slain
my chosen, exalting and clapping of your
hands, and saying over their dead, when
youwere drunk?

54 “Beautify your face! 55The reward of a
prostitute will be in your bosom, therefore
you will be repaid. 56 Just as you will do
to my chosen,” says the Lord, “even so God
will do to you, and will deliver you to your
adversaries. 57 Your children will die of
hunger. You will fall by the sword. Your
cities will be broken down, and all your
people in the field will perish by the sword.
58 Those who are in the mountains will die
of hunger, eat their own flesh, and drink
their own blood, because of hunger for
bread and thirst for water. 59You, unhappy
above all others, will come and will again
receive evils. 60 In the passage, they will
rush on the hateful city and will destroy
some portion of your land, and mar part of
your glory, andwill return again to Babylon
thatwas destroyed. 61Youwill be cast down
by them as stubble, and they will be to
you as fire. 62 They will devour you, your
cities, your land, and yourmountains. They
will burn all your forests and your fruitful
trees with fire. 63They will carry your chil-
dren away captive, and will plunder your
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wealth, andmar the glory of your face.”

16
1Woe to you, Babylon, and Asia! Woe to

you, Egypt and Syria! 2 Put on sackcloth
and garments of goats’ hair, wail for your
children and lament; for your destruction
is at hand. 3 A sword has been sent upon
you, andwho is there to turn it back? 4Afire
has been sent upon you, andwho is there to
quench it? 5 Calamities are sent upon you,
andwho is there to drive them away? 6Can
one drive away a hungry lion in the forest?
Can one quench a fire in stubble, once it
has begun to burn? 7 Can one turn back
an arrow that is shot by a strong archer?
8 The Lord God sends the calamities, and
who will drive them away? 9 A fire will go
out fromhiswrath, andwhomayquench it?
10He will flash lightning, and who will not
fear? He will thunder, and who wouldn’t
tremble? 11TheLordwill threaten, andwho
will not be utterly broken in pieces at his
presence? 12 The earth and its foundations
quake. Thesearisesupwithwaves fromthe
deep, and its waves will be troubled, along
with the fish in them, at the presence of
the Lord, and before the glory of his power.
13 For his right hand that bends the bow is
strong, his arrows that he shoots are sharp,
andwill notmisswhen theybegin tobe shot
into the ends of the world. 14 Behold, the
calamities are sent out, and will not return
againuntil they comeupon theearth. 15The
fire is kindled and will not be put out until
it consumes the foundations of the earth.
16 Just as an arrowwhich is shot by amighty
archer doesn’t return backward, even so
the calamities that are sent out upon earth
won’t return again. 17 Woe is me! Woe is
me! Whowill deliver me in those days?

18 The beginning of sorrows, when there
will be great mourning; the beginning of
famine, and many will perish; the begin-
ning of wars, and the powers will stand in
fear; the beginning of calamities, and all
will tremble! What will they do when the
calamities come? 19 Behold, famine and
plague, suffering and anguish! They are
sent as scourges for correction. 20 But for
all these things theywill not turn themfrom
their wickedness, nor be always mindful
of the scourges. 21 Behold, food will be so
cheap on earth that they will think them-
selves to be in good condition, and even
then calamities will grow on earth: sword,
famine, and great confusion. 22 For many
of those who dwell on earth will perish of
famine; and others who escape the famine,
the sword will destroy. 23 The dead will be
cast out like dung, and there will be no one
to comfort them; for the earth will be left

desolate, and its cities will be cast down.
24 There will be no farmer left to cultivate
the earth or to sow it. 25 The trees will give
fruit, but who will gather it? 26 The grapes
will ripen, but who will tread them? For
in all places there will be a great solitude;
27 for one man will desire to see another, or
to hear his voice. 28 For of a city there will
be ten left, and two of the field, who have
hidden themselves in the thick groves, and
in the clefts of the rocks. 29As in an orchard
of olives upon every tree there may be left
three or four olives, 30 or as when a vine-
yard is gathered, there are some clusters
left by those who diligently search through
the vineyard, 31even so in those days, there
will be three or four left by those who
search their houses with the sword. 32 The
earth will be left desolate, and its fields will
be for briers, and its roads and all her paths
will grow thorns, because no sheep will
pass along them. 33The virgins will mourn,
having no bridegrooms. The women will
mourn, having no husbands. Their daugh-
ters will mourn, having no helpers. 34Their
bridegrooms will be destroyed in the wars,
and their husbands will perish of famine.

35Hearnow these things, andunderstand
them, you servants of the Lord. 36 Behold,
the Lord’s word: receive it. Don’t doubt
the things about which the Lord speaks.
37Behold, the calamities drawnear, and are
not delayed. 38 Just as a woman with child
in the ninth month, when the hour of her
delivery draws near, within two or three
hours great pains surround her womb, and
when the child comes out from the womb,
there will be no waiting for a moment,
39evenso thecalamitieswon’t delaycoming
upon the earth. The world will groan, and
sorrows will seize it on every side.

40 “O my people, hear my word: prepare
for battle, and in those calamities be like
strangers on the earth. 41He who sells, let
him be as he who flees away, and he who
buys, as one who will lose. 42 Let he who
does business be as he who has no profit
by it, and he who builds, as he who won’t
dwell in it, 43 and he who sows, as if he
wouldn’t reap, so also he who prunes the
vines, as he who won’t gather the grapes,
44 those who marry, as those who will have
no children, and those who don’t marry, as
the widowed. 45Because of this, those who
labor, labor in vain; 46 for foreigners will
reap their fruits, plunder their goods, over-
throw their houses, and take their children
captive, for in captivity and famine they
will conceive their children. 47 Those who
conduct business, do so only to be plun-
dered. The more they adorn their cities,
their houses, their possessions, and their
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own persons, 48 the more I will hate them
for their sins,” says the Lord. 49 Just as
a respectable and virtuous woman hates
a prostitute, 50 so will righteousness hate
iniquity, when she adorns herself, and will
accuse her to her face, when he comes who
will defendhimwhodiligently searches out
every sin on earth.

51 Therefore don’t be like her or her
works. 52 For yet a little while, and iniquity
will be taken away out of the earth, and
righteousnesswill reign over us. 53Don’t let
the sinner say that he has not sinned; for
God will burn coals of fire on the head of
one who says “I haven’t sinned before God
andhis glory.” 54Behold, the Lord knows all
the works of men, their imaginations, their
thoughts, and their hearts. 55He said, “Let
the earth be made,” and it was made, “Let
the sky be made,” and it was made. 56 At
his word, the stars were established, and
he knows the number of the stars. 57 He
searches the deep and its treasures. He
has measured the sea and what it contains.
58 He has shut the sea in the midst of the
waters, and with his word, he hung the
earth over the waters. 59 He has spread
out the sky like a vault. He has founded it
over the waters. 60He has made springs of
water in the desert and pools on the tops of
the mountains to send out rivers from the
heights to water the earth. 61 He formed
man, and put a heart in the midst of the
body, and gave him breath, life, and under-
standing, 62 yes, the spirit of God Almighty.
He who made all things and searches out
hidden things in hidden places, 63 surely
he knows your imagination, and what you
think in your hearts. Woe to those who sin,
and try tohide their sin! 64Because theLord
will exactly investigate all your works, and
he will put you all to shame. 65When your
sins are brought out before men, you will
be ashamed, and your own iniquities will
stand as your accusers in that day. 66What
will you do? Or how will you hide your
sins before God and his angels? 67 Behold,
God is the judge. Fear him! Stop sinning,
and forget your iniquities, to never again
commit them. Sowill God lead you out, and
deliver you from all suffering.

68 For, behold, the burning wrath of a
great multitude is kindled over you, and
they will take away some of you, and feed
you with that which is sacrificed to idols.
69 Those who consent to them will be held
inderisionand incontempt, andbe trodden
under foot. 70 For there will be in various
places, and in the next cities, a great in-
surrection against those who fear the Lord.
71They will be like madmen, sparing none,
but spoiling and destroying those who still

fear the Lord. 72 For they will destroy and
plunder their goods, and throw them out of
their houses. 73 Then the trial of my elect
will bemade known, even as the gold that is
tried in the fire. 74Hear, my elect ones, says
the Lord: “Behold, the days of suffering are
at hand, and I will deliver you from them.
75Don’t be afraid, and don’t doubt, for God
is your guide. 76 You who keep my com-
mandments and precepts,” says the Lord
God, “don’t let your sins weigh you down,
and don’t let your iniquities lift themselves
up.” 77Woe to those who are choked with
their sins and coveredwith their iniquities,
like a field is choked with bushes, and its
path covered with thorns, that no one may
travel through! 78 It is shut off and given up
to be consumed by fire.
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The Fourth Book of the
Maccabees

TheFourthBookof theMaccabeesappears
in an appendix to the Greek Septuagint.
It is considered to be apocrypha by most
church traditions. It is preserved here for
its supplementary historical value.

1 As I am going to demonstrate a most
philosophical proposition, namely, that re-
ligious reasoning is absolute master of the
emotions. I would willingly advise you to
give the utmost heed to philosophy. 2 For
reason is necessary to everyone as a step
to science. In addition, it embraces the
praise of self-control, thehighest virtue. 3 If,
then, reasoning appears to hold the mas-
tery over the emotions which stand in the
way of temperance, such as gluttony and
lust, 4 it surely also and manifestly rules
over the affections which are contrary to
justice, such as malice, and of those which
are hindrances to courage, such as wrath,
pain, and fear. 5 Perhaps some may ask,
“How is it, then, that reasoning, if it rules
the emotions, isn’t also master of forget-
fulness and ignorance?” They attempt a
ridiculous argument. 6 For reasoning does
not rule over its own emotions, but over
those that are contrary to justice, courage,
temperance, and self-control; and yet over
these, so as to withstand, without destroy-
ing them.

7 I might prove to you from many other
considerations, that religious reasoning is
sole master of the emotions; 8 but I will
prove it with the greatest force from the
fortitude of Eleazar, and seven kindred,
and their mother, who suffered death in
defense of virtue. 9 For all these, treat-
ing pains with contempt even to death, by
this contempt, demonstrated that reason-
ing has command over the emotions. 10For
their virtues, then, it is right that I should
commend those men who died with their
mother at this time on behalf of nobility
and goodness; and for their honors, I may
count them blessed. 11 For they, winning
admiration not only from men in general,
but even from the persecutors, for their
courage and endurance, became themeans
of the destruction of the tyranny against
their nation, having conquered the tyrant
by their endurance, so that by them their
country was purified. 12 But we may now
at once enter upon the question, having
commenced, as is our custom, with laying
down the doctrine, and so proceed to the
account of these people, giving glory to the
all-wise God.

13 Therefore the question whether rea-
soning is absolute master of the emotions.
14 Let’s determine, then, what reasoning is
and what emotion is, and howmany forms
of emotion there are, and whether reason-
ing rules over all of these. 15 Reasoning
is intellect accompanied by a life of righ-
teousness, putting foremost the considera-
tion of wisdom. 16Wisdom is a knowledge
of divine and human things, and of their
causes. 17This is contained in the education
of the law, by means of which we learn
divine things reverently and human things
profitably. 18The forms of wisdom are self-
control, justice, courage, and temperance.
19The leading one of these is self-control, by
whose means, indeed, it is that reasoning
rules over the emotions. 20Of the emotions,
pleasure and pain are the two most com-
prehensive; and they also by nature refer
to the soul. 21 There are many attendant
affections surrounding pleasure and pain.
22 Before pleasure is lust; and after plea-
sure, joy. 23 Before pain is fear; and after
pain is sorrow. 24 Wrath is an affection,
common to pleasure and to pain, if any
one will pay attention when it comes upon
him. 25There exists in pleasure a malicious
disposition,which is themost complexofall
the affections. 26 In the soul, it is arrogance,
love of money, thirst for honor, contention,
faithlessness, and the evil eye. 27 In the
body, it is greediness, indiscriminate eat-
ing, and solitary gluttony.

28 As pleasure and pain are, therefore,
two growths out of the body and the soul, so
there aremany offshoots of these emotions.
29 Reasoning, the universal farmer, purg-
ing and pruning each of these, tying up,
watering, and transplanting, in every way
improves the materials of the morals and
affections. 30 For reasoning is the leader
of the virtues, but it is the sole ruler of the
emotions.
Observe then first, through the very

things which stand in the way of temper-
ance, that reasoning is absolute ruler of the
emotions. 31Now temperance consists of a
command over the lusts. 32But of the lusts,
some belong to the soul and others to the
body. Reasoning appears to rule over both.
33Otherwise, how is it that when urged on
to forbidden meats, we reject the gratifica-
tion which would come from them? Isn’t
it because reasoning is able to command
the appetites? I believe so. 34 Hence it
is, then, that when craving seafood, birds,
four-footed animals, and all kinds of food
which are forbidden to us by the law, we
withhold ourselves through the mastery of
reasoning. 35 For the affections of our ap-
petites are resisted by the temperate un-
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derstanding, and bent back again, and all
the impulses of the body are reined in by
reasoning.

2
1 Is it any wonder? If the lusts of the soul,

after participation with what is beautiful,
are frustrated, 2 on this ground, therefore,
the temperate Joseph is praised in that by
reasoning, he subdued, on reflection, the
indulgence of the senses. 3 For, although
young, and ripe for sexual intercourse, he
nullified by reasoning the stimulus of his
emotions. 4 It isn’t merely the stimulus of
sensual indulgence, but thatof everydesire,
that reasoning is able to master. 5 For in-
stance, the law says, “You shall not covet
your neighbor’s wife, nor anything that be-
longs to your neighbor.” 6Now, then, since
it is the law which has forbidden us to de-
sire, I shall much the more easily persuade
you, that reasoning is able to govern our
lusts, just as it does the affectionswhich are
impediments to justice. 7Since inwhat way
is a solitary eater, a glutton, and a drunkard
reclaimed, unless it is clear that reasoning
is lord of the emotions? 8 Therefore, a
man who regulates his course by the law,
even if he is a lover of money, immediately
puts pressure on his own disposition by
lending to the needy without interest, and
cancelling the debt on the seventh year. 9 If
a man is greedy, he is ruled by the law
acting through reasoning, so that he doesn’t
glean his harvest crops or vintage. In refer-
ence to other points we may perceive that
it is reasoning that conquers his emotions.
10 For the law conquers even affection to-
ward parents, not surrendering virtue on
their account. 11 It prevails over love for
one’s wife, rebuking her when she breaks
the law. 12 It lords it over the love of parents
toward their children, for theypunish them
for vice. It domineers over the intimacy
of friends, reproving them when wicked.
13 Don’t think it is a strange assertion that
reasoning can on behalf of the law conquer
even enmity. 14 It doesn’t allow cutting
down the fruit trees of an enemy, but pre-
serves them from the destroyers, and col-
lects their fallen ruins. 15Reason appears to
bemaster of themoreviolent emotions, like
love of empire, empty boasting, and slan-
der. 16 For the temperate understanding
repels all these malignant emotions, as it
doeswrath; for it masters even this. 17Thus
Moses, when angered against Dathan and
Abiram, did nothing to them in wrath, but
regulated his anger by reasoning. 18For the
temperate mind is able, as I said, to be su-
perior to the emotions, and to correct some
and destroy others. 19 For why else did our

most wise father Jacob blame Simeon and
Levi for having irrationally slain the whole
race of the Shechemites, saying, “Cursed
be their anger!”? 20 For if reasoning didn’t
possess the power of subduing angry affec-
tions, he would not have said this. 21 For
at the time when God created man, he im-
plantedwithin himhis emotions andmoral
nature. 22 At that time he enthroned the
mind above all as the holy leader, through
the medium of the senses. 23He gave a law
to this mind, by living according to which it
will maintain a temperate, just, good, and
courageous reign. 24How, then, a manmay
say, if reasoning is master of the emotions,
has it no control over forgetfulness and ig-
norance?

3
1The argument is exceedingly ridiculous,

for reasoning doesn’t appear to rule over its
own affections, but over those of the body,
2 in such a way as that any one of you may
not be able to root out desire, but reasoning
will enable you to avoid being enslaved to
it. 3One may not be able to root out anger
from the soul, but it is possible towithstand
anger. 4 Any one of you may not be able
to eradicatemalice, but reasoning has force
to work with you to prevent you yielding to
malice. 5For reasoning is not an eradicator,
but an antagonist of the emotions.

6 This may be more clearly compre-
hended from the thirst of King David.
7 For after David had been attacking the
Philistines the whole day, he with the sol-
diers of his nation killed many of them;
8 then when evening came, sweating and
very weary, he came to the royal tent,
around which the entire army of our an-
cestors was encamped. 9 Now all the rest
of them were at supper; 10 but the king, be-
ing very much thirsty, although he had nu-
merous springs, could not by their means
quench his thirst; 11but a certain irrational
longing for the water in the enemy’s camp
grew stronger and fiercer upon him, undid
and consumed him. 12 Therefore his body-
guards being troubled at this longing of the
king, two valiant young soldiers, respecting
the desire of the king, fully armed them-
selves, and taking a pitcher, got over the
ramparts of the enemies. 13 Unperceived
by the guardians of the gate, they went
throughout the whole camp of the enemy
in quest. 14 Having boldly discovered the
fountain, they filled out of it the drink for
the king. 15 But he, though parched with
thirst, reasoned that a drink regarded of
equal value to bloodwould be terribly dan-
gerous to his soul. 16 Therefore, setting up
reasoning in opposition to his desire, he
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poured out the drink to God. 17 For the
temperate mind has power to conquer the
pressure of the emotions, to quench the
fires of excitement, 18 and to wrestle down
the pains of the body, however excessive,
and through the excellency of reasoning,
to spurn all the assaults of the emotions.
19 But the occasion now invites us to give
an illustration of temperate reasoning from
history. 20 For at a time when our fathers
were in possession of undisturbed peace
through obedience to the law and were
prosperous, so that Seleucus Nicanor, the
king of Asia, both assigned themmoney for
divine service, and accepted their form of
government, 21 then certain people, bring-
ing innew things contrary to thepublic har-
mony, in various ways fell into calamities.

4
1 For a certain man named Simon, who

was in opposition to anhonorable and good
manwho once held the high priesthood for
life, named Onias. After slandering Onias
in every way, Simon couldn’t injure him
with the people, so he went away as an
exile, with the intention of betraying his
country. 2When coming to Apollonius, the
military governor of Syria, Phoenicia, and
Cilicia, he said, 3 “Having good will to the
king’s affairs, I have come to inform you
that tens of thousands in private wealth is
laid up in the treasuries of Jerusalemwhich
do not belong to the temple, but belong to
King Seleucus.” 4 Apollonius, acquainting
himself with the particulars of this, praised
Simon for his care of the king’s interests,
and going up to Seleucus informed him
of the treasure. 5 Getting authority about
it, and quickly advancing into our country
with the accursed Simon and a very heavy
force, 6 he said that he came with the com-
mands of the king that he should take the
privatemoney of the treasury. 7The nation,
indignant at this proclamation, and reply-
ing to the effect that itwas extremely unfair
that those who had committed deposits to
the sacred treasury should be deprived of
them, resisted as well as they could. 8 But
Appolonius went away with threats into
the temple. 9 The priests, with the women
and children, asked God to throw his shield
over the holy, despised place, 10 and Ap-
poloniuswas going upwith his armed force
to seize the treasure, when angels from
heaven appeared riding on horseback, all
radiant in armor, filling them with much
fear and trembling. 11 Apollonius fell half
dead on the court which is open to all na-
tions, and extended his hands to heaven,
and implored the Hebrews, with tears, to
pray for him, and take away the wrath of

the heavenly army. 12 For he said that he
had sinned, soas tobe consequentlyworthy
of death, and that if he were saved, he
would proclaim to all people the blessed-
ness of the holy place. 13 Onias the high
priest, inducedby thesewords, although for
other reasons anxious that King Seleucus
wouldn’t suppose that Apolloniuswas slain
by human device and not by Divine punish-
ment, prayed for him; 14 and he being thus
unexpectedly saved, departed to report to
the king what had happened to him. 15But
on the death of Seleucus the king, his son
AntiochusEpiphanes succeeded to theking-
dom—a terrible man of arrogant pride.

16 He, having deposed Onias from the
high priesthood, appointed his brother Ja-
son to be high priest, 17 who had made a
covenant, if he would give him this author-
ity, to pay yearly three thousand six hun-
dred and sixty talents. 18He committed to
him the high priesthood and rulership over
the nation. 19He both changed the manner
of living of the people, and perverted their
civil customs into all lawlessness. 20 So that
he not only erected a gymnasium on the
very citadel of our country, but neglected
the guardianship of the temple. 21 Because
of that, Divine vengeance was grieved and
instigated Antiochus himself against them.
22 For being at war with Ptolemy in Egypt,
he heard that on a report of his death
being spread abroad, the inhabitants of
Jerusalemhad exceedingly rejoiced, and he
quickly marched against them. 23 Having
subdued them, he established a decree that
if any of them lived according to the ances-
tral laws, he should die. 24When he could
by nomeans destroy by his decrees the obe-
dience to the law of the nation, but saw all
his threats andpunishmentswithout effect,
25 for even women, because they contin-
ued to circumcise their children,wereflung
downaprecipice alongwith them, knowing
beforehand of the punishment. 26 When,
therefore, his decrees were disregarded by
the people, he himself compelled by means
of tortures every one of this race, by tasting
forbidden meats, to renounce the Jewish
religion.

5
1 The tyrant Antiochus, therefore, sitting

in public state with his assessors upon
a certain lofty place, with his armed
troops standing in a circle around him,
2 commanded his spearbearers to seize
every one of the Hebrews, and to compel
them to taste swine’s flesh and things
offered to idols. 3 Should any of them be
unwilling to eat the accursed food, they
were to be tortured on the wheel and so
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killed. 4 When many had been seized, a
foremost man of the assembly, a Hebrew,
by name Eleazar, a priest by family, by
profession a lawyer, and advanced in years,
and for this reason known to many of the
king’s followers, was brought near to him.

5 Antiochus, seeing him, said, 6 “I would
counsel you, old man, before your tortures
begin, to taste the swine’s flesh, and save
your life; for I feel respect for your age and
hoary head, which since you have had so
long, you appear tome to benophilosopher
in retaining the superstition of the Jews.
7 For therefore, since nature has conferred
upon you the most excellent flesh of this
animal, do you loathe it? 8 It seems sense-
less not to enjoy what is pleasant, yet not
disgraceful; and fromnotions of sinfulness,
to reject the gifts of nature. 9 You will be
acting, I think, still more senselessly, if you
follow vain conceits about the truth. 10You
will, moreover, be despising me to your
own punishment. 11Won’t you awake from
your trifling philosophy, give up the folly of
your notions, and regaining understanding
worthy of your age, search into the truth of
an expedient course? 12Won’t you respect
my kindly admonition and have pity on
your own years? 13 For bear in mind that
if there is any power which watches over
this religion of yours, it will pardon you
for all transgressions of the law which you
commit through compulsion.”

14 While the tyrant incited him in this
manner to the unlawful eating of meat,
Eleazar begged permission to speak.
15 Having received permission to speak,
he began to address the people as follows:
16 “We, O Antiochus, who are persuaded
thatwe live under a divine law, consider no
compulsion tobe so forcible as obedience to
that law. 17 Therefore we consider that we
ought not to transgress the law in any way.
18 Indeed, were our law (as you suppose)
not truly divine, and if we wrongly think
it divine, we would have no right even in
that case to destroy our sense of religion.
19 Don’t think that eating unclean meat is
a trifling offense. 20 For transgression of
the law, whether in small or great matters,
is of equal importance; 21 for in either
case the law is equally slighted. 22 But
you deride our philosophy, as though we
lived in it irrationally. 23 Yet it instructs
us in self-control, so that we are superior
to all pleasures and lusts; and it trains us
in courage, so that we cheerfully undergo
every grievance. 24 It instructs us in justice,
so that in all our dealingswe renderwhat is
due. It teaches us piety, so that we properly
worship the one and only God. 25 That is
why we don’t eat the unclean; for believing

that the lawwas established by God, we are
convinced that the Creator of the world,
in giving his laws, sympathizes with our
nature. 26 Those things which are suitable
for our souls, he has directed us to eat;
but those which are not, he has forbidden.
27 But, tyrant-like, you not only force us
to break the law, but also to eat, that you
may ridicule us as we thus profanely eat.
28But youwon’t have this cause of laughter
against me, 29 nor will I transgress the
sacred oaths of my forefathers to keep the
law. 30 No, not if you pluck out my eyes,
and consumemy entrails. 31 I amnot so old,
and void of courage as to not be youthful
in reason and in defense of my religion.
32 Now then, prepare your wheels, and
kindle a fiercer flame. 33 I will not so pity
my old age, as on my account to break the
law of my country. 34 I will not play false to
you, O law, my instructor, or forsake you,
O beloved self-control! 35 I will not put you
to shame, O philosopher Reason, or deny
you, O honored priesthood and knowledge
of the law. 36Mouth! You shall not pollute
my old age, nor the full stature of a perfect
life. 37Myancestorswill receivemeaspure,
not having feared your compulsion, even to
death. 38For you will rule like a tyrant over
the ungodly, but you will not lord it over
my thoughts about religion, either by your
arguments, or through deeds.”

6
1 When Eleazar had in this manner

answered the exhortations of the tyrant,
the spearbearers came up, and rudely
dragged Eleazar to the instruments of
torture. 2 First, they stripped the old man,
adorned as he was with the beauty of piety.
3 Then tying back his arms and hands,
they disdainfully flogged him. 4 A herald
opposite cried out, “Obey the commands of
the king!”

5 But the high-minded and truly noble
Eleazar, as one tortured in a dream, ig-
nored it. 6 But raising his eyes on high to
heaven, the old man’s flesh was stripped
off by the scourges, and his blood streamed
down, and his sides were pierced through.
7 Falling on the ground from his body hav-
ing no power to endure the pains, he still
kept his reasoning upright and unbend-
ing. 8 Then one of the harsh spearbearers
rushed at him and began to kick him in the
side to force him to get up again after he
fell. 9 But he endured the pains, despised
the cruelty, and persevered through the
indignities. 10 Like a noble athlete, the old
man, when struck, vanquished his tortur-
ers. 11 His face sweating, and he panting
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for breath, he was admired even by the
torturers for his courage.

12 Therefore, partly in pity for his old
age, 13partly fromthe sympathyof acquain-
tance, and partly in admiration of his en-
durance, some of the attendants of the king
said, 14 “Why do you unreasonably destroy
yourself, O Eleazar, with these miseries?
15We will bring you some meat cooked by
yourself, and you can save yourself by pre-
tending that you have eaten swine’s flesh.”

16 Eleazar, as though the advice more
painfully tortured him, cried out, 17 “Let us
who are children of Abraham not be so evil
advised as by giving way to make use of an
unbecoming pretense. 18 For it would be
irrational, if having lived up to old age in
all truth, and having scrupulously guarded
our character for it, we would now turn
back 19 and ourselves become a pattern of
impiety to the young, as being an example
of eating pollution. 20 It would be disgrace-
ful if we would live on some short time,
and that scorned by all men for cowardice,
21and be condemned by the tyrant for cow-
ardice by not contending to the death for
our divine law. 22Therefore you, O children
of Abraham, die nobly for your religion.
23 You spearbearers of the tyrant, why do
you linger?”

24Beholding him so high-minded against
misery, and not changing at their pity,
they led him to the fire. 25 Then with
their wickedly contrived instruments they
burnedhimon thefire, andpoured stinking
fluids down into his nostrils.

26He being at length burned down to the
bones, and about to expire, raised his eyes
Godward, and said, 27 “You know, O God,
that when I might have been saved, I am
slain for the sake of the law by tortures
of fire. 28 Be merciful to your people, and
be satisfied with the punishment of me on
their account. 29Letmy blood be a purifica-
tion for them, and take my life in exchange
for theirs.” 30 Thus speaking, the holy man
departed, noble inhis torments, andeven to
the agonies of death resisted in his reason-
ing for the sake of the law. 31 Confessedly,
therefore, religious reasoning is master of
the emotions. 32For had the emotions been
superior to reasoning, I would have given
them the witness of this mastery. 33 But
now, since reasoning conquered the emo-
tions, we befittingly award it the authority
of first place. 34 It is only fair thatwe should
allow that the power belongs to reasoning,
since it masters external miseries. 35 It
would be ridiculous if it weren’t so. I prove
that reasoninghasnot onlymasteredpains,
but that it is also superior to the pleasures,
and withstands them.

7
1The reasoning of our father Eleazar, like

a first-rate pilot, steering the vessel of piety
in the sea of emotions, 2 and flouted by
the threats of the tyrant, and overwhelmed
with the breakers of torture, 3 in no way
shifted the rudderofpietyuntil it sailed into
the harbor of victory over death. 4 No be-
sieged city has ever held out against many
and variouswarmachines as that holyman
did when his pious soul was tried with
the fiery trial of tortures and rackings and
moved his besiegers through the religious
reasoning that shielded him. 5 For father
Eleazar, projecting his disposition, broke
the raging waves of the emotions as with a
jutting cliff. 6O priest worthy of the priest-
hood! You didn’t pollute your sacred teeth,
nor make your appetite, which had always
embraced the clean and lawful, a partaker
of profanity. 7 O harmonizer with the law,
and sage devoted to a divine life! 8Of such
a character ought those to be who perform
the duties of the law at the risk of their own
blood, and defend it with generous sweat
by sufferings even to death. 9 You, father,
have gloriously established our right gov-
ernmentbyyour endurance; andmakingof
much account our past service, prevented
its destruction, and by your deeds, have
made credible thewords of philosophy. 10O
aged man of more power than tortures,
eldermore vigorous than fire, greatest king
over the emotions, Eleazar! 11 For as fa-
ther Aaron, armedwith a censer, hastening
through the consuming fire, vanquished
the flame-bearing angel, 12 so, Eleazar, the
descendant of Aaron, wasted away by the
fire, didn’t give up his reasoning. 13 What
is most wonderful is that though he was an
oldman, though the labors of his bodywere
now spent, his muscles were relaxed, and
his sinews worn out, he recovered youth.
14 By the spirit of reasoning, and the rea-
soning of Isaac, he rendered powerless the
many-headed rack. 15 O blessed old age,
and reverend hoar head, and life obedient
to the law, which the faithful seal of death
perfected. 16 If, then, an old man, through
religion, despised tortures even to death,
then certainly religious reasoning is ruler
of the emotions. 17But perhaps somemight
say, “It is not all who conquer emotions,
as not all possess wise reasoning.” 18 But
those who have meditated upon religion
with their whole heart, these alone can
master the emotions of the flesh: 19 they
who believe that to God they don’t die; for,
as our forefathers, Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, they live to God. 20 This circum-
stance, then, is by no means an objection,
that some who have weak reasoning are
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governed by their emotions, 21 since what
person, walking religiously by the whole
rule of philosophy, and believing in God,
22 and knowing that it is a blessed thing
to endure all kinds of hardships for virtue,
would not, for the sake of religion, master
his emotion? 23For only thewise and brave
man is lord over his emotions. 24 This is
why evenboys, trainedwith the philosophy
of religious reasoning, have conquered still
more bitter tortures; 25 for when the tyrant
was manifestly vanquished in his first at-
tempt, in being unable to force the old man
to eat the unclean thing,

8
1 then, indeed, vehemently swayed with

emotion, he commanded to bring others of
the adult Hebrews, and if they would eat
of the unclean thing, to let them go when
they had eaten; but if they objected, to tor-
ment them more grievously. 2 The tyrant
having given this charge, seven kindred
were brought into his presence, along with
their aged mother. They were handsome,
modest, well-born, and altogether comely.
3When the tyrant saw themencircling their
mother as in a dance, he was pleased with
them. Being struck with their becoming
and innocent manner, smiled at them, and
calling them near, said, 4 “O youths, with
favorable feelings, I admire the beauty of
each of you. Greatly honouring so numer-
ous a band of kindred, I not only counsel
younot to share themadness of the oldman
who has been tortured before, 5 but I beg
you to yield, and to enjoymy friendship; for
I possess the power, not only of punishing
those who disobey my commands, but of
doing good to those who obey them. 6 Put
confidence inme, then, andyouwill receive
places of authority in my government, if
you forsake your national way of life, 7and,
conforming to the Greek way of life, alter
your rule and revel in youth’s delights. 8For
if you provoke me by your disobedience,
you will compel me to destroy every one of
you with terrible punishments by tortures.
9Have mercy, then, upon your own selves,
whom I, although an enemy, am compas-
sionate for your age and attractive appear-
ance. 10Won’t you consider this: that if you
disobey, there will be nothing left for you
but to die in torture?”

11When he had said this, he ordered the
instruments of torture to be brought for-
ward, that fear might prevail upon them to
eat unclean meat. 12 When the spearman
brought forward the wheels, the racks, the
hooks, racks, caldrons, pans, finger-racks,
iron hands and wedges, and bellows, the
tyrant continued: 13 “Fear, young men, and

the righteousness which you worship will
bemerciful to you if you transgress because
of compulsion.”

14 Now they having listened to these
words of persuasion, and seeing the fear-
ful instruments, not only were not afraid,
but even answered the arguments of the
tyrant, and through their good reasoning
destroyed his power. 15 Now let’s consider
the matter. Had any of them been weak-
spirited and cowardly among them, what
reasoning would they have employed but
these? 16 “O wretched that we are, and ex-
ceedingly senseless! When the king exhorts
us, and calls us to his bounty, shouldwe not
obey him? 17 Why do we cheer ourselves
with vain counsels, and venture upon a dis-
obedience bringing death? 18 Shall we not
fear, O kindred, the instruments of torture
and weigh the threatenings of torment and
shun this vain-glory and destructive pride?
19 Let’s have compassion upon our age and
relent over the years of our mother. 20Let’s
bear inmind thatwewill be dying as rebels.
21 Divine Justice will pardon us if we fear
the king through necessity. 22 Why with-
draw ourselves from a most sweet life, and
deprive ourselves of this pleasant world?
23Let’s not oppose necessity, nor seek vain-
glory by our own torture. 24 The law itself
wouldn’t arbitrarilyputus todeathbecause
we dread torture. 25 Why has such angry
zeal taken root in us, and such fatal obsti-
nacy approved itself to us, when we might
live unmolested by the king?”

26 But the young men didn’t say or think
anything of this kind when about to be
tortured. 27 For they were well aware of
the sufferings, and masters of the pains.
28-29So that as soon as the tyrant had ceased
counselling themtoeat theunclean, theyall
with one voice, as from the sameheart said,

9
1 “Why do you delay, O tyrant? For we

are more ready to die than to transgress
the injunctions of our fathers. 2We would
be disgracing our fathers if we didn’t obey
the law, and take knowledge for our guide.
3 O tyrant, counselor of law-breaking, do
not, hating us as you do, pity us more than
we pity ourselves. 4 For we consider your
escape to be worse than death. 5 You try
to scare us by threatening us with death by
tortures, as though you had learned noth-
ing by the death of Eleazar. 6 But if aged
men of the Hebrews have died in the cause
of religion after enduring torture, more
rightly should we younger men die, scorn-
ing your cruel tortures, which our aged
instructor overcame. 7 Make the attempt,
then, O tyrant. If you put us to death for
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our religion, don’t think that you harm us
by torturing us. 8 For we through this ill-
treatment and endurance will gain the re-
wards of virtue. 9 But you, for the wicked
and despotic slaughter of us, will, from the
Divine vengeance, endure eternal torture
by fire.”

10 When they had said this, the tyrant
was not only exasperated against them for
being disobedient, but enraged with them
for being ungrateful. 11 So, at his bidding,
the torturers brought the oldest of them,
and tearing through his tunic, bound his
hands and arms on each side with thongs.
12When they had labored hard without ef-
fect in scourging him, they hurled him on
the wheel. 13 The noble youth, extended
upon this, became dislocated. 14 With ev-
ery member disjointed, he denounced the
tyrant, saying, 15 “O most accursed tyrant,
and enemy of heavenly justice, and cruel-
hearted, I amnomurderer, nor sacrilegious
man, whom you torture, but a defender of
the Divine law.”

16Andwhen the spearmen said, “Consent
to eat, that you may be released from your
tortures,” 17 he answered, “Not so power-
ful, O accursed lackeys, is your wheel, as
to stifle my reasoning. Cut my limbs, and
burn my flesh, and twist my joints. 18 For
through allmy torments Iwill convince you
that the children of the Hebrews are alone
unconquered on behalf of virtue.”

19While he was saying this, they heaped
up fuel, and setting fire to it, strained him
on the wheel still more. 20 The wheel
was defiled all over with blood. The hot
ashes were quenched by the droppings of
gore, and pieces of flesh were scattered
about the axles of themachine. 21Although
the framework of his bones was now de-
stroyed, the high-minded and Abrahamic
youth didn’t groan. 22But, as though trans-
formed by fire into immortality, he nobly
endured the rackings, saying, 23 “Imitate
me, O kindred. Never desert your station,
nor renounce my brotherhood in courage.
Fight the holy and honorable fight of reli-
gion, 24by which means our just and pater-
nal Providence, becoming merciful to the
nation, will punish the pestilent tyrant.”
25 Saying this, the revered youth abruptly
closed his life.

26When all admired his courageous soul,
the spearmen brought forward him who
was second oldest, and having put on
iron gauntlets with sharp hooks, bound
him to the rack. 27 When, on enquir-
ing whether he would eat before he was
tortured, they heard his noble sentiment.
28 After they with the iron gauntlets had
violentlydraggedall theflesh fromtheneck

to the chin, thepanther-like animals toreoff
the very skin of his head, but he, bearing
with firmness this misery, said, 29 “How
sweet is every form of death for the reli-
gion of our fathers!” Then he said to the
tyrant, 30 “Don’t you think, most cruel of
all tyrants, that you are now tortured more
than I, finding your arrogant conception of
tyranny conquered by our perseverance in
behalf of our religion? 31 For I lighten my
suffering by the pleasures which are con-
nected with virtue. 32 But you are tortured
with threatenings for impiety. You won’t
escape, most corrupt tyrant, the vengeance
of Divine wrath.”

10
1Now this one endured this praiseworthy

death. The third was brought along, and
exhorted by many to taste and save his life.
2But he cried out and said, “Don’t you know
that the father of those who are dead is my
father also, and that the same mother bore
me, and that I was brought up in the same
way? 3 I don’t renounce the noble relation-
ship of my kindred. 4Now then, whatever
instrument of vengeance you have, apply
it to my body, for you aren’t able to touch
my soul, even if you want to.” 5 But they,
highly incensed at his boldness of speech,
dislocated his hands and feet with racking
engines, and wrenching them from their
sockets, dismembered him. 6They dragged
around his fingers, his arms, his legs, and
his ankles. 7Not being able by anymeans to
strangle him, they tore off his skin, together
with the extreme tips of his fingers, and
then dragged him to the wheel, 8 around
which his vertebral joints were loosened,
andhe sawhis ownflesh torn to shreds, and
streams of blood flowing from his entrails.
9 When about to die, he said, 10 “We, O
accursed tyrant, suffer this for the sake of
Divine education and virtue. 11 But you,
for your impiety and blood shedding, will
endure unceasing torments.”

12 Thus having died worthily of his kin-
dred, they dragged forward the fourth, say-
ing, 13 “Don’t share the madness of your
kindred, but respect thekingandsaveyour-
self.”

14 But he said to them, “You don’t have
a fire so scorching as to make me play the
coward. 15 By the blessed death of my kin-
dred, and the eternal punishment of the
tyrant, and the glorious life of the pious, I
will not repudiate the noble brotherhood.
16 Invent, O tyrant, tortures, that you may
learn, even through them, that I am the
brother of those tormented before.”

17 When he had said this, the blood-
thirsty, murderous, and unholy Antiochus
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ordered his tongue to be cut out. 18 But he
said, “Even if you take away the organ of
speech, God still hears the silent. 19Behold,
my tongue is extended, cut it off; for in spite
of that you won’t silence our reasoning.
20Wegladly lose our limbs onbehalf of God.
21But God will speedily find you, since you
cut off the tongue, the instrument of divine
melody.”

11
1When he had died, disfigured in his tor-

ments, the fifth leaped forward, and said,
2 “I don’t intend, O tyrant, to get excused
from the torment which is on behalf of
virtue. 3 But I have come of my own ac-
cord, that by my death you may owe heav-
enly vengeance and punishment for more
crimes. 4O you hater of virtue and of men,
what have we done that you thus revel in
our blood? 5 Does it seem evil to you that
we worship the Founder of all things, and
live according to his surpassing law? 6 But
this is worthy of honors, not torments, 7 if
you had been capable of the higher feelings
ofmen, and possessed the hope of salvation
from God. 8 Behold now, being alien from
God, you make war against those who are
religious toward God.”

9As he said this, the spearbearers bound
him and drew him to the rack, 10 to which
binding him at his knees, and fastening
them with iron fetters, they bent down his
loins upon the wedge of the wheel; and
his body was then dismembered, scorpion-
fashion. 11 With his breath thus confined,
and his body strangled, he said, 12 “A great
favor you bestow upon us, O tyrant, by
enabling us to manifest our adherence to
the law bymeans of nobler sufferings.”

13 He also being dead, the sixth, quite
a youth, was brought out. On the tyrant
asking him whether he would eat and be
delivered, he said, 14 “I am indeed younger
than my brothers, but in understanding I
am as old; 15 for having been born and
reared to the sameend. Wearebound todie
also on behalf of the same cause. 16 So that
if you think it is proper to torment us for not
eating the unclean, then torment!”

17As he said this, they brought him to the
wheel. 18 Extended upon this, with limbs
racked and dislocated, he was gradually
roasted from beneath. 19 Having heated
sharp spits, they approached them to his
back; and having transfixed his sides, they
burned away his entrails. 20He, while tor-
mented, said, “O good and holy contest, in
which for the sake of religion, we kindred
have been called to the arena of pain, and
have not been conquered. 21 For religious
understanding, O tyrant, is unconquered.

22 Armed with upright virtue, I also will
depart with my kindred. 23 I, too, bearing
with me a great avenger, O inventor of tor-
tures, and enemy of the truly pious. 24We
six youths have destroyed your tyranny.
25 For isn’t your inability to overrule our
reasoning, and to compel us to eat the un-
clean, your destruction? 26 Your fire is cold
to us. Your racks are painless, and your
violenceharmless. 27For the guardsnot of a
tyrantbut of adivine lawareourdefenders.
Through thiswe keep our reasoning uncon-
quered.”

12
1 When he, too, had undergone blessed

martyrdom, and died in the cauldron into
whichhehadbeen thrown, the seventh, the
youngest of all, came forward, 2whom the
tyrant pitying, though he had been dread-
fully reproached by his kindred, 3 seeing
him already encompassedwith chains, had
him brought nearer, and endeavored to
counsel him, saying, 4 “You see the end of
themadness of your kindred, for they have
died in torture through disobedience. You,
if disobedient, having been miserably tor-
mented, will yourself perish prematurely.
5 But if you obey, you will be my friend,
and have a charge over the affairs of the
kingdom.” 6Having thus exhorted him, he
sent for the boy’s mother, that, by showing
compassion to her for the loss of so many
sons, hemight inclineher, through thehope
of safety, to render the survivor obedient.

7He, afterhismotherhadurgedhimon in
the Hebrew tongue, (as wewill soon relate)
said, 8 “Release me that I may speak to the
king and all his friends.” 9 They, rejoicing
exceedingly at the promise of the youth,
quickly let him go. 10 He, running up to
the pans, said, 11 “Impious tyrant, and most
blasphemous man, were you not ashamed,
having received prosperity and a kingdom
from God, to kill His servants, and to rack
the doers of godliness? 12 Therefore the di-
vine vengeance is reserving you for eternal
fire and torments, which will cling to you
for all time. 13Weren’t you ashamed, man
as you are, yet most savage, to cut out the
tongues of men of like feeling and origin,
and having thus abused to torture them?
14But they, bravely dying, fulfilled their re-
ligion toward God. 15But you will groan as
you deserve for having slain without cause
the champions of virtue. 16 Therefore,” he
continued, “I myself, being about to die,
17 will not forsake my kindred. 18 I call
upon the God of my fathers to be merciful
tomy race. 19But you, both living and dead,
he will punish.” 20 Thus having prayed,
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he hurled himself into the pans; and so
expired.

13
1 If then, the seven kindred despised trou-

bles even to death, it is admitted on all
sides that righteous reasoning is absolute
master over the emotions. 2 For just as if
they had eaten of the unholy as slaves to
the emotions, wewould have said that they
had been conquered by them. 3 Now it
is not so. But by means of the reasoning
which is praised by God, they mastered
their emotions. 4 It is impossible tooverlook
the leadership of reflection, for it gained
the victory over both emotions and trou-
bles. 5How, then, can we avoid according
to these men mastery of emotion through
right reasoning, since they didn’t withdraw
fromthepainsoffire? 6For just asbymeans
of towersprojecting in frontofharborsmen
break the threatening waves, and thus as-
sure a still course to vessels entering port,
7 so that seven-towered right-reasoning of
the young men, securing the harbour of
religion, conquered the tempest of emo-
tions. 8 For having arranged a holy choir
of piety, they encouraged one another, say-
ing, 9 “Brothers, may we die brotherly for
the law. Let us imitate the three young
men in Assyria who despised the equally
afflicting furnace. 10 Let’s not be cowards
in the manifestation of piety.” 11 One said,
“Courage, brother!” and another, “Nobly
endure!” 12 Another said, “Remember of
what stock you are;” and by the hand of our
father Isaac endured to be slain for the sake
of piety. 13Oneandall, lookingat eachother
serene and confident, said, “Let’s sacrifice
with all our heart our souls to God who
gave them, and employ our bodies for the
keeping of the law. 14Let’s not fear himwho
thinks he kills; 15 for great is the trial of soul
and danger of eternal torment laid up for
those who transgress the commandment of
God. 16 Let’s arm ourselves, therefore, in
the self-control, which is divine reasoning.
17 If we suffer like this, Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacobwill receive us, and all the fatherswill
commend us. 18As each one of the kindred
washauledaway, the rest exclaimed, “Don’t
disgraceus, Obrother, nor falsify thosewho
died before you!”

19Now you are not ignorant of the charm
of brotherhood, which the Divine and all
wise Providence has imparted through fa-
thers to children, and has engendered
through the mother’s womb. 20 In which
these brothers having remained an equal
time, and having been formed for the same
period, and been increased by the same
blood, and having been perfected through

the same principle of life, 21 and having
been brought forth at equal intervals, and
having sucked milk from the same springs,
hence their brotherly souls are reared up
lovingly together, 22 and increase the more
powerfully by reason of this simultaneous
rearing, and by daily companionship, and
by other education, and exercise in the law
of God.

23 Brotherly love being thus sympatheti-
cally constituted, the seven kindred had a
more sympathetic mutual harmony. 24 For
being educated in the same law, and prac-
ticing the same virtues, and reared up in
a just course of life, they increased this
harmony with each other. 25 For the same
ardor for what is right and honorable in-
creased their goodwill and harmony to-
ward each other. 26 For it acting along with
religion, made their brotherly feelingmore
desirable to them. 27And yet, although na-
ture, companionship, and virtuous morals
increased their brotherly love, those who
were left endured to see their kindred, who
weremistreated for their religion, tortured
even to death.

14
1More that this, they even urged them on

to this mistreatment; so that they not only
despised pains themselves, but they even
got thebetterof their affectionsofbrotherly
love. 2Reasoning is more royal than a king,
and freer than freemen! 3 What a sacred
and harmonious concert of the seven kin-
dred as concerning piety! 4 None of the
seven youths turned cowardly or shrank
back fromdeath. 5Butall of them, as though
running the road to immortality, hastened
on to death through tortures. 6 For just as
hands and feet are moved sympathetically
with the directions of the soul, so those holy
youths agreed to death for religion’s sake,
as through the immortal soul of religion.
7O holy seven of harmonious kindred! For
as the seven days of creation, about reli-
gion, 8 so the youths, circling around the
number seven, annulled the fear of tor-
ments. 9 We now shudder at the recital
of the affliction of those young men; but
they not only saw, and not only heard the
immediate execution of the threat, but un-
dergoing it, persevered; and that through
the pains of fire. 10 What could be more
painful? For the power of fire, being sharp
and quick, speedily dissolved their bodies.
11 Don’t think it wonderful that reasoning
ruled over those men in their torments,
when even a woman’s mind despisedmore
manifold pains. 12 For the mother of those
seven youths endured the rackings of each
of her children.
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13 Consider how comprehensive is the
love of offspring, which draws every one to
sympathy of affection, 14 where irrational
animals possess a similar sympathy and
love for their offspring with men. 15 The
tame birds frequenting the roofs of our
houses defend their fledglings. 16 Others
build their nests, and hatch their young, on
the tops of mountains and in the precipices
of valleys, and the holes and tops of trees,
and keep away the intruder. 17 If not able
to do this, they fly circling round them
in agony of affection, calling out in their
own note, and save their offspring in what-
ever manner they are able. 18 But why
should we point attention to the sympa-
thy toward children shown by irrational
animals? 19 Even bees, at the season of
honey-making, attack all who approach,
and piercewith their sting, aswith a sword,
those who draw near their hive, and repel
them even to death. 20 But sympathy with
her children didn’t turn away the mother
of the youngmen, who had a spirit kindred
with that of Abraham.

15
1 O reasoning of the sons, lord over the

emotions, and religion more desirable to a
mother than children! 2 The mother, when
two things were set before her, religion and
the safety of her seven sons for a time, on
the conditional promise of a tyrant, 3 rather
elected the religionwhich according to God
preserves to eternal life. 4 In what way can
I describe ethically the affections of parents
toward their children, the resemblance of
soul and of form impressed into the small
type of a child in a wonderful manner, es-
pecially through the greater sympathy of
mothers with the feelings of those born of
them! 5 For by how much mothers are by
nature weak in disposition and prolific in
offspring, by so much the fonder they are
of children. 6Of all mothers, the mother of
the seven was the fondest of children, who
insevenchildbirthshaddeeplyengendered
love toward them. 7 Through her many
pains undergone in connection with each
one, she was compelled to feel sympathy
with them; 8 yet, through fear of God, she
neglected the temporary salvation of her
children. 9Notonly so, but onaccountof the
excellent disposition to the law, her mater-
nal affection toward them was increased.
10 For they were both just and temperate,
and courageous, high-minded, fond of their
kindred, and so fond of their mother that
even to death they obeyed her by observing
the law.

11 Yet, though there were so many cir-
cumstances connected with love of chil-

dren to draw on a mother to sympathy, in
the case of none of them were the various
tortures able to pervert her principle. 12But
she inclined each one separately and all
together to death for religion. 13 O holy
nature and parental feeling, and reward
of bringing up children, and unconquer-
able maternal affection! 14 At the racking
and roasting of each one of them, the ob-
servant mother was prevented by religion
from changing. 15 She saw her children’s
flesh dissolving around the fire, and their
extremities quivering on the ground, and
the flesh of their heads dropped forward
down to their beards, like masks.

16 O you mother, who was tried at this
timewithbittererpangs than those at birth!
17 O you only woman who have produced
perfectholiness! 18Yourfirstborn, expiring,
didn’t turn you, nor the second, looking
miserable in his torments, nor the third,
breathing out his soul. 19 You didn’t weep
when you saw each of their eyes looking
sternly at their tortures, and their nostrils
foreboding death! 20 When you saw chil-
dren’s flesh heaped upon children’s flesh
that had been torn off, heads decapitated
upon heads, dead falling upon the dead,
and a choir of children turned through
torture into a burying ground, you didn’t
lament. 21Not so do sirenmelodies or songs
of swans attract the hearers to listening, O
voices of children calling on your mother
in the midst of torments! 22With what and
what manner of torments was the mother
herself tortured, as her sons were under-
going the wheel and the fires! 23 But reli-
gious reasoning, having strengthened her
courage in the midst of sufferings, enabled
her to forego, for the time, parental love.

24 Although seeing the destruction of
seven children, the noble mother, after one
embrace, stripped off her feelings through
faith in God. 25 For just as in a council
room, seeing in her own soul vehement
counselors, nature and parentage and love
of her children, and the racking of her chil-
dren, 26 she holding two votes, one for the
death, the other for the preservation of her
children, 27didn’t lean to that which would
have saved her children for the safety of a
brief space. 28 But this daughter of Abra-
ham remembered his holy fortitude.

29 O holy mother of a nation, avenger of
the law, defender of religion, and prime
bearer in the battle of the affections! 30 O
you nobler in endurance than males, and
more courageous than men in persever-
ance! 31 For like Noah’s ship, bearing the
world in the world-filling flood, bore up
against the waves, 32 so you, the guardian
of the law, when surrounded on every side
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by the flood of emotions, and assaulted by
violent storms which were the torments of
your children, bore up nobly against the
storms against religion.

16
1 If, then, even awoman, and that an aged

one, and the mother of seven children, en-
dured to see her children’s torments even
to death, it must be admitted that religious
reasoning ismasterevenof theemotions. 2 I
have proved, then, that not only men have
obtained themastery of their emotions, but
also that a woman despised the greatest
torments. 3 The lions around Daniel were
not so fierce, nor the furnace of Misael
burning with most vehement fires as that
natural love of children burned within her,
whenshe sawher sevensons tortured. 4But
with the reasoning of religion the mother
quenched emotions so great and powerful.
5 For we must consider also this: that, had
the woman been faint hearted, as being
their mother, she would have lamented
over them, and perhapsmight have spoken
thus: 6 “Ah! I am wretched and many
times miserable, who having born seven
sons, have become the mother of none. 7O
seven useless childbirths, and seven prof-
itless periods of labor, and fruitless giv-
ings of suck, and miserable nursings at the
breast. 8 Vainly, for your sakes, O sons,
have I endured many pangs, and the more
difficult anxieties of rearing. 9 Alas, of my
children, someof youunmarried, and some
whohavemarried to no profit, I will not see
your children, nor have the joy of being a
grandmother. 10 Ah, that I who had many
and fair children, should be a lone widow
full of sorrows! 11 Nor, should I die, will
I have a son to bury me.” But with such
a lament as this, the holy and God-fearing
mother wept for none of them. 12 Nor did
she divert any of them from death, nor
grieve for them as for the dead. 13 But as
one possessed with an adamant mind, and
as one bringing forth again her full number
of sons to immortality, she rather urged
them to death on behalf of religion. 14 O
woman, soldier of God for religion, you,
agedanda female, haveconquered through
endurance even a tyrant; and even though
weak, have been found more powerful in
deeds and words. 15 For when you were
seized along with your children, you stood
looking at Eleazar in torture, and said to
your sons in the Hebrew tongue, 16 “O sons,
the contest is noble, to which you being
called as a witness for the nation, strive
zealously for the laws of your country.
17For it would be disgraceful if this oldman

endured pains for the sake of righteous-
ness, and that you who are younger would
be afraid of the tortures. 18Remember that
through God, you obtained existence and
have enjoyed it. 19 Therefore, you ought
to bear every affliction because of God.
20 For him also our father Abraham was
zealous to sacrifice Isaac our progenitor,
and didn’t shudder at the sight of his own
paternal hand descending down with the
sword upon him. 21 The righteous Daniel
was cast to the lions; and Ananias, Azarias,
andMisaelwerehurled intoafiery furnace,
yet they endured through God. 22You, then,
having the same faith toward God, don’t
be troubled. 23 For it is unreasonable that
they who know religion wouldn’t stand up
against troubles. 24With these arguments,
the mother of seven, exhorting each of her
sons, encouraged and persuaded them not
to transgress God’s commandment. 25They
saw this, too, that those who die for God,
live to God, like Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and
all the patriarchs.

17
1Someof the spearbearers said thatwhen

she herself was about to be seized for the
purpose of being put to death, she threw
herself on the pile, rather than let them
touch her body. 2 O you mother, who to-
gether with seven children destroyed the
violence of the tyrant, and rendered void
his wicked intentions, and exhibited the
nobleness of faith! 3 For you, like a house
bravely built on the pillar of your children,
bore the shock of tortures without sway-
ing. 4 Cheer up, therefore, O holy-minded
mother! Hold the firm hope of your stead-
fastness with God. 5 Not so gracious does
the moon appear with the stars in heaven,
as you are established as honorable before
God, and fixed in the sky with your sons
whom you illuminated with religion to the
stars. 6 For your bearing of children was
after themanner of a child of Abraham.

7 If it were lawful for us to paint as on a
tablet the religion of your story, the specta-
tors wouldn’t shudder at seeing themother
of seven children enduring for the sake
of religion various tortures even to death.
8 It would have been a worthwhile thing
to have inscribed on the tomb itself these
words as a memorial to those of the na-
tion, 9 “Here an aged priest, and an aged
woman, andsevensons, areburied through
the violence of a tyrant, who wished to
destroy the society of theHebrews. 10These
also avenged their nation, looking to God,
and enduring torments to death.” 11 For it
was truly a divine contest which was car-
ried through by them. 12 For at that time
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virtue presided over the contest, approv-
ing the victory through endurance, namely,
immortality, eternal life. 13 Eleazar was
the first to contend. The mother of the
seven children entered the contest, and the
kindred contended. 14 The tyrant was the
antagonist; and the world and living men
were the spectators. 15 Reverence for God
conquered, and crowned her own athletes.
16 Who didn’t admire those champions of
true legislation? Who were not amazed?
17 The tyrant himself, and all their coun-
cil, admired their endurance, 18 through
which, they also now stand beside the di-
vine throne and live a blessed life. 19 For
Moses says, “All the saints are under your
hands.” 20 These, therefore, having been
sanctified throughGod, have been honored
not onlywith this honor, but that also by the
fact that because of them, the enemy didn’t
overcome our nation. 21 That tyrant was
punished and their country purified. 22For
they became the ransom to the sin of the
nation. TheDivine Providence saved Israel,
which was afflicted before, by the blood
of those pious ones and the death that ap-
peased wrath. 23 For the tyrant Antiochus,
looking to their courageous virtue and to
their endurance in torture, proclaimed that
endurance as an example to his soldiers.
24They proved to be to himnoble andbrave
for land battles and for sieges; and he con-
quered and stormed the towns of all his
enemies.

18
1O Israelite children, descendants of the

seedofAbraham, obey this lawand inevery
way be religious, 2 knowing that religious
reasoning is lord of the emotions, and those
not only inward but outward.

3 Therefore those people who gave up
their bodies to pains for the sake of religion
were not only admired by men, but were
deemed worthy of a divine portion. 4 The
nation through them obtained peace, and
having renewed the observance of the law
in their country, drove the enemy out of
the land. 5 The tyrant Antiochus was both
punished on earth, and is punished now
that he is dead; for when he was quite
unable to compel the Israelites to adopt
foreign customs, and to desert the manner
of life of their fathers, 6 then, departing
from Jerusalem, he made war against the
Persians. 7 The righteous mother of the
seven children spoke also as follows to her
offspring: “Iwasapurevirgin, anddidn’t go
beyondmy father’s house, but I took care of
the rib fromwhich woman was made. 8No
destroyer of the desert or ravisher of the
plain injured me, nor did the destructive,

deceitful snake make plunder of my chaste
virginity. I remainedwithmyhusband dur-
ing the time of my maturity. 9When these,
my children, arrived at maturity, their fa-
ther died. He was blessed! For having
sought out a life of fertility in children, he
was not grieved with a period of loss of
children. 10He used to teach you, when yet
with you, the law and the prophets. 11 He
used to read to you about the slaying of
Abel by Cain, the offering up of Isaac, and
the imprisonment of Joseph. 12He used to
tell you of the zealous Phinehas, and in-
formed you of Ananias, Azarias, andMisael
in the fire. 13 He used to glorify Daniel,
whowas in the den of lions, and pronounce
him blessed. 14 He used to remind you of
the scripture of Esaias, which says, “Even
if you pass through the fire, it won’t burn
you.” 15He chanted to you David, the hymn
writer, who says, “Many are the afflictions
of the just.” 16 He declared the proverbs
of Solomon, who says, “He is a tree of life
to all those who do His will.” 17 He used
to confirm what Ezekiel said: “Will these
dry bones live?” 18 For he didn’t forget the
song which Moses taught, proclaiming, “I
will kill, and Iwillmake alive.” 19This is our
life and the length of our days.

20 O that bitter, and yet not bitter, day
when the bitter tyrant of the Greeks,
quenching fire with fire in his cruel
caldrons, brought with boiling rage the
seven sons of the daughter of Abraham
to the rack, and to all his torments! 21 He
pierced the balls of their eyes, and cut
out their tongues, and put them to death
with varied tortures. 22 Therefore divine
retribution pursued and will pursue the
pestilent wretch. 23 But the children of
Abraham, with their victorious mother,
are assembled together to the choir of their
father, having received pure and immortal
souls from God. 24 To him be glory forever
and ever. Amen.
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The Good News According to
Matthew

1 The book of the genealogy of Jesus
Christ,* the son of David, the son of Abra-
ham.

2 Abraham became the father of Isaac.
Isaac became the father of Jacob. Jacob
became the father of Judah and his broth-
ers. 3 Judah became the father of Perez and
Zerah by Tamar. Perez became the father
of Hezron. Hezron became the father of
Ram. 4 Ram became the father of Ammi-
nadab. Amminadab became the father of
Nahshon. Nahshon became the father of
Salmon. 5 Salmon became the father of
Boaz by Rahab. Boaz became the father
of Obed by Ruth. Obed became the father
of Jesse. 6 Jesse became the father of King
David. David the king† became the father
of Solomon by her who had been Uriah’s
wife. 7 Solomon became the father of Re-
hoboam. Rehoboam became the father of
Abijah. Abijah became the father of Asa.
8 Asa became the father of Jehoshaphat.
Jehoshaphat became the father of Joram.
Jorambecame the fatherofUzziah. 9Uzziah
became the father of Jotham. Jotham be-
came the father of Ahaz. Ahaz became the
father of Hezekiah. 10Hezekiah became the
father of Manasseh. Manasseh became the
father of Amon. Amon became the father
of Josiah. 11 Josiah became the father of
Jechoniah and his brothers at the time of
the exile to Babylon.

12 After the exile to Babylon, Jecho-
niah became the father of Shealtiel.
Shealtiel became the father of Zerubbabel.
13 Zerubbabel became the father of Abiud.
Abiud became the father of Eliakim.
Eliakim became the father of Azor. 14Azor
became the father of Zadok. Zadok became
the father of Achim. Achim became the
father of Eliud. 15 Eliud became the father
of Eleazar. Eleazar became the father of
Matthan. Matthan became the father of
Jacob. 16 Jacob became the father of Joseph,
the husband ofMary, fromwhomwas born
Jesus,‡who is called Christ.

17 So all the generations from Abraham
to David are fourteen generations; from
David to the exile to Babylon fourteen gen-
erations; and from the carrying away to
Babylon to the Christ, fourteen generations.

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was like
this: After his mother, Mary, was engaged
to Joseph, before they came together, she
was found pregnant by the Holy Spirit.
19 Joseph, her husband, being a righteous
man, and not willing to make her a public
example, intended to put her away secretly.
20 But when he thought about these things,
behold,§ an angel of the Lord appeared to
him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of
David, don’t be afraid to take to yourself
Mary as your wife, for that which is con-
ceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 21 She
shall give birth to a son. You shall namehim
Jesus,* for it is he who shall save his people
from their sins.”

22Now all this has happened that it might
be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord
through the prophet, saying,
23 “Behold, the virgin shall be with child,

and shall give birth to a son.
They shall call his name Immanuel,”

which is, being interpreted, “God with
us.”✡

24 Joseph arose from his sleep, and did as
the angel of the Lord commanded him, and
took his wife to himself; 25 and didn’t know
her sexually until she had given birth to her
firstborn son. He named him Jesus.

2
1Nowwhen Jesuswas born in Bethlehem

of Judea in the days of King Herod, behold,
wisemen* from the east came to Jerusalem,
saying, 2 “Where is he who is born King of
the Jews? For we saw his star in the east,
and have come to worship him.” 3 When
King Herod heard it, he was troubled, and
all Jerusalem with him. 4 Gathering to-
gether all the chief priests and scribes of
the people, he asked themwhere the Christ
would be born. 5They said to him, “In Beth-
lehem of Judea, for this is written through
the prophet,
6 ‘You Bethlehem, land of Judah,

are in no way least among the princes
of Judah;

for out of you shall come a governor
who shall shepherd my people, Is-
rael.’ ”✡

7 Then Herod secretly called the wise
men, and learned from them exactly what
time the star appeared. 8 He sent them to
Bethlehem, and said, “Go and search dili-
gently for the young child. When you have

* 1:1 Messiah (Hebrew) and Christ (Greek) bothmean “Anointed One” † 1:6 NU omits “the king”. ‡ 1:16 “Jesus”
means “Salvation”. § 1:20 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as

an interjection. * 1:21 “Jesus” means “Salvation”. ✡ 1:23 Isaiah 7:14 * 2:1 Theword for “wisemen” (magoi)
can also mean teachers, scientists, physicians, astrologers, seers, interpreters of dreams, or sorcerers. ✡ 2:6 Micah
5:2
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found him, bring me word, so that I also
may come andworship him.”

9 They, having heard the king, went their
way; and behold, the star, which they saw
in the east, went before them until it came
and stood over where the young child was.
10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced
with exceedingly great joy. 11 They came
into thehouse and saw theyoung childwith
Mary, his mother, and they fell down and
worshiped him. Opening their treasures,
they offered to him gifts: gold, frankin-
cense, and myrrh. 12 Being warned in a
dream not to return to Herod, they went
back to their own country another way.

13Now when they had departed, behold,
an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in
a dream, saying, “Arise and take the young
child and his mother, and flee into Egypt,
and stay there until I tell you, forHerodwill
seek the young child to destroy him.”

14 He arose and took the young child
and his mother by night and departed into
Egypt, 15 and was there until the death of
Herod, that it might be fulfilled which was
spoken by the Lord through the prophet,
saying, “Out of Egypt I calledmy son.”✡

16 Then Herod, when he saw that he was
mocked by the wise men, was exceedingly
angry, and sent out and killed all the male
children who were in Bethlehem and in
all the surrounding countryside, from two
years old and under, according to the exact
time which he had learned from the wise
men. 17 Then that which was spoken by
Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled, saying,
18 “A voice was heard in Ramah,

lamentation, weeping and great
mourning,

Rachel weeping for her children;
she wouldn’t be comforted,
because they are nomore.”✡

19 But when Herod was dead, behold, an
angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to
Joseph in Egypt, saying, 20 “Arise and take
the young child and his mother, and go into
the land of Israel, for those who sought the
young child’s life are dead.”

21He arose and took the young child and
his mother, and came into the land of Is-
rael. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus
was reigning over Judea in the place of his
father, Herod, he was afraid to go there.
Being warned in a dream, he withdrew
into the region of Galilee, 23 and came and
lived in a city called Nazareth; that it might
be fulfilled which was spoken through the
prophets that he will be called a Nazarene.

3
1 In those days, John the Baptizer came,

preaching in the wilderness of Judea, say-
ing, 2 “Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven
is at hand!” 3For this is he who was spoken
of by Isaiah the prophet, saying,
“The voice of one crying in the wilderness,

make the way of the Lord ready!
Make his paths straight!”✡

4NowJohnhimselfworeclothingmadeof
camel’s hair with a leather belt around his
waist. His food was locusts and wild honey.
5 Then people from Jerusalem, all of Judea,
and all the region around the Jordan went
out to him. 6 They were baptized by him in
the Jordan, confessing their sins.

7But when he sawmany of the Pharisees
and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he
said to them, “You offspring of vipers, who
warned you to flee from thewrath to come?
8 Therefore produce fruit worthy of repen-
tance! 9Don’t think to yourselves, ‘We have
Abraham for our father,’ for I tell you that
God is able to raise up children to Abraham
from these stones. 10 Even now the ax lies
at the root of the trees. Therefore every tree
that doesn’t produce good fruit is cut down,
and cast into the fire.

11 “I indeed baptize you in water for re-
pentance, but he who comes after me is
mightier than I, whose sandals I am not
worthy to carry. He will baptize you in the
Holy Spirit.* 12 His winnowing fork is in
his hand, andhewill thoroughly cleansehis
threshing floor. He will gather his wheat
into the barn, but the chaff he will burn up
with unquenchable fire.”

13Then Jesus came fromGalilee to the Jor-
dan† to John, to be baptized by him. 14 But
John would have hindered him, saying, “I
need to be baptized by you, and you come
tome?”

15 But Jesus, answering, said to him, “Al-
low it now, for this is the fitting way for
us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he
allowed him.

16 Jesus, when he was baptized, went up
directly from the water: and behold, the
heavens were opened to him. He saw the
Spirit of God descending as a dove, and
coming on him. 17Behold, a voice out of the
heavens said, “This is my beloved Son, with
whom I amwell pleased.”

4
1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into

the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.
2When he had fasted forty days and forty
nights, he was hungry afterward. 3 The

✡ 2:15 Hosea 11:1 ✡ 2:18 Jeremiah 31:15 ✡ 3:3 Isaiah 40:3 * 3:11 TR and NU add “andwith fire” † 3:13
i.e., the Jordan River
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tempter came and said to him, “If you are
the Son of God, command that these stones
become bread.”

4 But he answered, “It is written, ‘Man
shall not live by bread alone, but by
every word that proceeds out of God’s
mouth.’ ”✡

5 Then the devil took him into the holy
city. He set him on the pinnacle of the
temple, 6 and said to him, “If you are the
Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is
written,
‘He will command his angels concerning

you,’ and,
‘On their hands they will bear you up,

so that you don’t dash your foot against
a stone.’ ”✡

7 Jesus said to him, “Again, it is writ-
ten, ‘You shall not test the Lord, your
God.’ ”✡

8 Again, the devil took him to an exceed-
ingly high mountain, and showed him all
the kingdoms of the world and their glory.
9He said to him, “I will give you all of these
things, if you will fall down and worship
me.”

10 Then Jesus said to him, “Get behind
me,* Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall
worship the Lord your God, and you
shall serve him only.’ ” ✡

11 Then the devil left him, and behold,
angels came and served him.

12 Now when Jesus heard that John was
delivered up, he withdrew into Galilee.
13 Leaving Nazareth, he came and lived in
Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the
region of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14 that
it might be fulfilled which was spoken
through Isaiah the prophet, saying,
15 “The land of Zebulun and the land of

Naphtali,
toward the sea, beyond the Jordan,
Galilee of the Gentiles,

16 the people who sat in darkness saw a
great light;

to those who sat in the region and
shadow of death,

to them light has dawned.”✡
17 From that time, Jesus began to preach,

and to say, “Repent! For the Kingdom of
Heaven is at hand.”

18Walking by the sea of Galilee, he† saw
two brothers: Simon, who is called Peter,
and Andrew, his brother, casting a net into
the sea; for they were fishermen. 19He said
to them, “Come afterme, and Iwillmake
you fishers formen.”

20 They immediately left their nets and
followed him. 21 Going on from there, he
saw two other brothers, James the son of
Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat
with Zebedee their father, mending their
nets. He called them. 22 They immediately
left the boat and their father, and followed
him.

23 Jesuswent about in all Galilee, teaching
in their synagogues, preaching the Good
News of the Kingdom, and healing every
disease and every sickness among the peo-
ple. 24 The report about him went out into
all Syria. They brought to him all whowere
sick, afflicted with various diseases and
torments, possessed with demons, epilep-
tics, and paralytics; and he healed them.
25Greatmultitudes fromGalilee, Decapolis,
Jerusalem, Judea, and from beyond the Jor-
dan followed him.

5
1 Seeing the multitudes, he went up onto

the mountain. When he had sat down, his
disciples came to him. 2 He opened his
mouth and taught them, saying,
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,

for theirs is the Kingdom of
Heaven.✡

4Blessed are those whomourn,
for they shall be comforted.✡

5Blessed are the gentle,
for they shall inherit the earth.*✡

6 Blessed are those who hunger and
thirst for righteousness,

for they shall be filled.
7Blessed are themerciful,

for they shall obtainmercy.
8Blessed are the pure in heart,

for they shall see God.
9Blessed are the peacemakers,

for they shall be called children of
God.

10Blessed are those who have been per-
secuted for righteousness’ sake,

for theirs is theKingdomofHeaven.
11 “Blessed are you when people re-

proach you, persecute you, and say all
kinds of evil against you falsely, for
my sake. 12 Rejoice, and be exceed-
ingly glad, for great is your reward in
heaven. For that is how they persecuted
the prophets whowere before you.

13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if
the salt has lost its flavor, withwhatwill
it be salted? It is then good for nothing,
but tobe cast out and troddenunder the
feet ofmen.

✡ 4:4 Deuteronomy 8:3 ✡ 4:6 Psalms 91:11-12 ✡ 4:7 Deuteronomy 6:16 * 4:10 TR and NU read “Go away”
instead of “Get behind me” ✡ 4:10 Deuteronomy 6:13 ✡ 4:16 Isaiah 9:1-2 † 4:18 TR reads “Jesus” instead of

“he” ✡ 5:3 Isaiah 57:15; 66:2 ✡ 5:4 Isaiah 61:2; 66:10,13 * 5:5 or, land. ✡ 5:5 Psalms 37:11
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14 You are the light of the world. A
city located on a hill can’t be hidden.
15 Neither do you light a lamp and put
it under a measuring basket, but on a
stand; and it shines to all who are in the
house. 16 Even so, let your light shine
beforemen, that theymayseeyourgood
works and glorify your Father who is in
heaven.

17 “Don’t think that I came to destroy
the law or the prophets. I didn’t come
to destroy, but to fulfill. 18 For most
certainly, I tell you, until heaven and
earth pass away, not even one smallest
letter† or one tiny pen stroke‡ shall in
anywaypassaway fromthe law,until all
things are accomplished. 19Therefore,
whoever shall break one of these least
commandments and teach others to do
so, shall be called least in the Kingdom
of Heaven; but whoever shall do and
teach them shall be called great in the
KingdomofHeaven. 20For I tell youthat
unless your righteousness exceeds that
of the scribes and Pharisees, there is no
way you will enter into the Kingdom of
Heaven.

21 “You have heard that it was said to
the ancient ones, ‘You shall not mur-
der;’✡ and ‘Whoever murders will be in
danger of the judgment.’ 22 But I tell
you that everyone who is angry with his
brotherwithout a cause §will be in dan-
ger of the judgment. Whoever says to
his brother, ‘Raca!’ * will be in danger
of the council. Whoever says, ‘You fool!’
will be indanger of thefireofGehenna.†

23 “If therefore you are offering your
gift at the altar, and there remember
that your brother has anything against
you, 24 leave your gift there before the
altar, and go your way. First be rec-
onciled to your brother, and then come
and offer your gift. 25Agree with your
adversary quickly while you are with
him on the way; lest perhaps the prose-
cutor deliver you to the judge, and the
judge deliver you to the officer, and you
be cast into prison. 26 Most certainly
I tell you, you shall by no means get
out of there until you have paid the last
penny.‡

27 “You have heard that it was said, §

‘You shall not commit adultery;’✡ 28 but
I tell you that everyone who gazes at a
woman to lust after her has committed
adultery with her already in his heart.
29 If your right eye causes you to stum-
ble, pluck it out and throw it away from
you. For it is more profitable for you
that oneof yourmembers shouldperish
than for your whole body to be cast into
Gehenna.* 30 If your right hand causes
you to stumble, cut it off, and throw
it away from you. For it is more prof-
itable for you that one of yourmembers
shouldperish, than for yourwholebody
to be cast into Gehenna.†

31 “It was also said, ‘Whoever shall put
away his wife, let him give her a writing
of divorce,’✡ 32 but I tell you that who-
ever puts away his wife, except for the
cause of sexual immorality, makes her
anadulteress; andwhoevermarriesher
when she is put away commits adultery.

33 “Again you have heard that it was
said to the ancient ones, ‘You shall not
make false vows, but shall perform to
the Lord your vows,’✡ 34 but I tell you,
don’t swear at all: neither by heaven,
for it is the throne of God; 35nor by the
earth, for it is the footstool of his feet;
nor by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the
great King. 36Neither shall you swear
by your head, for you can’t make one
hair white or black. 37But let your ‘Yes’
be ‘Yes’ and your ‘No’ be ‘No.’ Whatever
ismore than these is of the evil one.

38 “You have heard that it was said,
‘An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a
tooth.’✡ 39But I tell you, don’t resist him
who is evil; but whoever strikes you on
your right cheek, turn to him the other
also. 40 If anyone sues you to take away
your coat, let him have your cloak also.
41Whoever compels you to go one mile,
go with him two. 42 Give to him who
asks you, and don’t turn away him who
desires to borrow from you.

43 “You have heard that it was said,
‘You shall love your neighbor ✡ and hate
your enemy.’‡ 44But I tell you, love your
enemies, bless those who curse you, do
good to thosewhohateyou, andpray for
those who mistreat you and persecute
you, 45 that youmay be children of your
Father who is in heaven. For he makes

† 5:18 literally, iota ‡ 5:18 or, serif ✡ 5:21 Exodus 20:13 § 5:22 NUomits “without a cause”. * 5:22 “Raca”
is an Aramaic insult, related to the word for “empty” and conveying the idea of empty-headedness. † 5:22 or, Hell
‡ 5:26 literally, kodrantes. A kodranteswas a small copper coinworth about 2 lepta (widow’smites)—not enough to buy
very much of anything. § 5:27 TR adds “to the ancients”. ✡ 5:27 Exodus 20:14 * 5:29 or, Hell † 5:30 or,
Hell ✡ 5:31 Deuteronomy 24:1 ✡ 5:33 Numbers 30:2; Deuteronomy 23:21; Ecclesiastes 5:4 ✡ 5:38 Exodus
21:24; Leviticus 24:20; Deuteronomy 19:21 ✡ 5:43 Leviticus 19:18 ‡ 5:43 not in the Bible, but see QumranManual
of Discipline Ix, 21-26
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his sun to rise on the evil and the good,
and sends rain on the just and the un-
just. 46 For if you love those who love
you, what reward do you have? Don’t
even the tax collectors do the same?
47 If you only greet your friends, what
more do you do than others? Don’t
even the tax collectors§ do the same?
48Therefore you shall be perfect, just as
your Father in heaven is perfect.

6
1 “Be careful that you don’t do your

charitable giving* before men, to be
seen by them, or else you have no
reward from your Father who is in
heaven. 2 Therefore, when you do
merciful deeds, don’t sound a trumpet
before yourself, as the hypocrites do in
the synagogues and in the streets, that
they may get glory from men. Most
certainly I tell you, they have received
their reward. 3But when you domerci-
ful deeds, don’t let your left hand know
what your right hand does, 4 so that
your merciful deeds may be in secret,
then your Father who sees in secret will
reward you openly.

5 “When you pray, you shall not be as
the hypocrites, for they love to stand
and pray in the synagogues and in the
corners of the streets, that they may
be seen by men. Most certainly, I tell
you, they have received their reward.
6Butyou,whenyoupray, enter intoyour
inner room, and having shut your door,
pray to your Father who is in secret;
and your Father who sees in secret will
reward you openly. 7 In praying, don’t
use vain repetitions as the Gentiles do;
for they think that theywill beheard for
their much speaking. 8Therefore don’t
be like them, for your Father knows
what things you need before you ask
him. 9Pray like this:
“ ‘Our Father in heaven,may your name

be kept holy.
10Let your Kingdom come.

Let yourwill bedoneonearthas it is
in heaven.

11Give us today our daily bread.
12Forgive us our debts,

as we also forgive our debtors.
13Bring us not into temptation,

but deliver us from the evil one.
For yours is the Kingdom, the power,

and the glory forever. Amen.’†

14 “For if you forgive men their tres-
passes, your heavenly Father will also
forgive you. 15 But if you don’t forgive
men their trespasses, neither will your
Father forgive your trespasses.

16 “Moreover when you fast, don’t be
like the hypocrites, with sad faces. For
they disfigure their faces that they may
be seen by men to be fasting. Most cer-
tainly I tellyou, theyhavereceivedtheir
reward. 17 But you, when you fast,
anoint your head and wash your face,
18 so that you are not seen by men to
be fasting, but by your Father who is
in secret; and your Father, who sees in
secret, will reward you.

19 “Don’t lay up treasures for your-
selves on the earth, where moth and
rust consume, and where thieves break
throughandsteal; 20but layup foryour-
selves treasures in heaven, where nei-
thermoth nor rust consume, andwhere
thieves don’t break through and steal;
21 forwhere your treasure is, there your
heart will be also.

22 “The lamp of the body is the eye. If
therefore your eye is sound, yourwhole
body will be full of light. 23But if your
eye is evil, your whole body will be full
of darkness. If therefore the light that
is in you is darkness, how great is the
darkness!

24 “No one can serve two masters, for
either he will hate the one and love the
other, or else he will be devoted to one
and despise the other. You can’t serve
both God and Mammon. 25 Therefore
I tell you, don’t be anxious for your
life: what you will eat, or what you will
drink; nor yet for your body, what you
will wear. Isn’t life more than food, and
the body more than clothing? 26 See
the birds of the sky, that they don’t
sow, neither do they reap, nor gather
into barns. Your heavenly Father feeds
them. Aren’t you of much more value
than they?

27 “Which of you by being anxious,
can add one moment‡ to his lifespan?
28Why are you anxious about clothing?
Consider the lilies of the field, how they
grow. They don’t toil, neither do they
spin, 29 yet I tell you that even Solomon
in all his glory was not dressed like one
of these. 30 But if God so clothes the
grassof thefield,which todayexists and
tomorrowis throwninto theoven,won’t

§ 5:47 NU reads “Gentiles” instead of “tax collectors”. * 6:1 NU reads “acts of righteousness” instead of “charitable
giving” † 6:13 NU omits “For yours is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.” ‡ 6:27 literally,
cubit



Matthew 6:31 967 Matthew 8:8

he much more clothe you, you of little
faith?

31 “Therefore don’t be anxious, say-
ing, ‘What will we eat?’, ‘What will
we drink?’ or, ‘With what will we be
clothed?’ 32 For the Gentiles seek
after all these things; for your heav-
enly Father knows that you need all
these things. 33 But seek first God’s
Kingdom and his righteousness; and all
these things will be given to you as well.
34Therefore don’t be anxious for tomor-
row, for tomorrow will be anxious for
itself. Each day’s own evil is sufficient.

7
1 “Don’t judge, so that you won’t be

judged. 2 For with whatever judgment
you judge, you will be judged; and with
whatever measure you measure, it will
be measured to you. 3Why do you see
the speck that is in your brother’s eye,
but don’t consider the beam that is in
your own eye? 4 Or how will you tell
your brother, ‘Let me remove the speck
from your eye,’ and behold, the beam is
in your own eye? 5You hypocrite! First
remove the beam out of your own eye,
and then you can see clearly to remove
the speck out of your brother’s eye.

6 “Don’t give that which is holy to the
dogs, neither throw your pearls before
thepigs, lestperhaps they trample them
under their feet, and turn and tear you
to pieces.

7 “Ask, and it will be given you. Seek,
and you will find. Knock, and it will
be opened for you. 8 For everyone
who asks receives. He who seeks finds.
To him who knocks it will be opened.
9Or who is there among you who, if his
son asks him for bread, will give him a
stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, who
will give him a serpent? 11 If you then,
beingevil, knowhowtogivegoodgifts to
yourchildren,howmuchmorewill your
Fatherwho is inheavengive good things
to those who ask him! 12 Therefore,
whatever you desire for men to do to
you, you shall also do to them; for this
is the law and the prophets.

13 “Enter in by the narrow gate; for
the gate is wide and the way is broad
that leads to destruction, and there are
manywhoenter inby it. 14How*narrow
is the gate and theway is restricted that
leads to life! There are fewwho find it.

15 “Beware of false prophets, who
come to you in sheep’s clothing, but in-
wardly are ravening wolves. 16 By

their fruits you will know them. Do you
gather grapes from thorns or figs from
thistles? 17Evenso, everygoodtreepro-
duces good fruit, but the corrupt tree
produces evil fruit. 18A good tree can’t
produceevil fruit, neithercanacorrupt
tree produce good fruit. 19 Every tree
that doesn’t grow good fruit is cut down
and thrown into the fire. 20 Therefore
by their fruits youwill know them.

21 “Not everyone who says to me,
‘Lord,Lord,’will enter into theKingdom
of Heaven, but he who does the will of
myFatherwhois inheaven. 22Manywill
tellme in thatday, ‘Lord, Lord, didn’twe
prophesy in your name, in your name
cast out demons, and in your name do
many mighty works?’ 23Then I will tell
them, ‘I never knew you. Depart from
me, youwhowork iniquity.’

24 “Everyone therefore who hears
these words of mine and does them, I
will liken him to a wise man who built
his house on a rock. 25 The rain came
down, the floods came, and the winds
blew and beat on that house; and it
didn’t fall, for it was founded on the
rock. 26 Everyone who hears these
words of mine and doesn’t do them will
be likea foolishmanwhobuilt hishouse
on the sand. 27The rain came down, the
floods came, and the winds blew and
beat on that house; and it fell—and its
fall was great.”

28 When Jesus had finished saying these
things, the multitudes were astonished at
his teaching, 29 for he taught them with
authority, and not like the scribes.

8
1 When he came down from the

mountain, great multitudes followed
him. 2 Behold, a leper came to him and
worshiped him, saying, “Lord, if you want
to, you canmakeme clean.”

3 Jesus stretched out his hand and
touched him, saying, “I want to. Be made
clean.” Immediately his leprosy was
cleansed. 4 Jesus said to him, “See that
you tell nobody; but go, showyourself to
the priest, and offer the gift that Moses
commanded, as a testimony to them.”

5When he came into Capernaum, a cen-
turion came to him, asking him for help,
6 saying, “Lord, my servant lies in the house
paralyzed, grievously tormented.”

7 Jesus said to him, “Iwill comeandheal
him.”

8 The centurion answered, “Lord, I’m not
worthy for you to come under my roof.

* 7:14 TR reads “Because” instead of “How”
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Just say the word, and my servant will be
healed. 9 For I am also a man under au-
thority, having under myself soldiers. I tell
this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and tell another,
‘Come,’ and he comes; and tell my servant,
‘Do this,’ and he does it.”

10When Jesus heard it, he marveled and
said to those who followed, “Most cer-
tainly I tell you, I haven’t found so great
a faith, not even in Israel. 11 I tell
you that many will come from the east
and the west, and will sit down with
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the King-
dom of Heaven, 12 but the children of
the Kingdomwill be thrown out into the
outer darkness. There will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.” 13 Jesus said to
the centurion, “Go your way. Let it be
done for you as you have believed.” His
servant was healed in that hour.

14 When Jesus came into Peter’s house,
he saw his wife’s mother lying sick with
a fever. 15 He touched her hand, and the
fever left her. So she got up and served
him.* 16When evening came, they brought
to him many possessed with demons. He
cast out the spirits with a word, and healed
all who were sick, 17 that it might be ful-
filled which was spoken through Isaiah the
prophet, saying, “He took our infirmities
and bore our diseases.”✡

18Now when Jesus saw great multitudes
around him, he gave the order to depart to
the other side.

19 A scribe came and said to him,
“Teacher, I will follow you wherever you
go.”

20 Jesus said to him, “The foxes have
holesandthebirdsof theskyhavenests,
but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay
his head.”

21 Another of his disciples said to him,
“Lord, allow me first to go and bury my
father.”

22But Jesus said to him, “Followme, and
leave the dead to bury their own dead.”

23 When he got into a boat, his disciples
followed him. 24 Behold, a violent storm
came up on the sea, so much that the boat
was covered with the waves; but he was
asleep. 25 The disciples came to him and
wokehimup, saying, “Saveus, Lord! Weare
dying!”

26Hesaid to them, “Whyareyoufearful,
O you of little faith?” Then he got up,
rebuked the wind and the sea, and there
was a great calm.

27Themenmarveled, saying, “What kind
of man is this, that even the wind and the
sea obey him?”

28Whenhecameto theother side, into the
country of the Gergesenes,† two people pos-
sessed by demons met him there, coming
out of the tombs, exceedingly fierce, so that
nobody could pass that way. 29Behold, they
cried out, saying, “What do we have to do
with you, Jesus, Son of God? Have you come
here to torment us before the time?” 30Now
there was a herd of many pigs feeding far
away from them. 31 The demons begged
him, saying, “If you cast us out, permit us to
go away into the herd of pigs.”

32He said to them, “Go!”
They came out and went into the herd

of pigs; and behold, the whole herd of
pigs rushed down the cliff into the sea and
died in the water. 33 Those who fed them
fled and went away into the city and told
everything, including what happened to
those who were possessed with demons.
34Behold, all the city cameout tomeet Jesus.
When they saw him, they begged that he
would depart from their borders.

9
1He entered into a boat and crossed over,

and came into his own city. 2 Behold, they
brought to him a man who was paralyzed,
lying on a bed. Jesus, seeing their faith, said
to the paralytic, “Son, cheer up! Your sins
are forgiven you.”

3Behold, someof the scribes said to them-
selves, “This man blasphemes.”

4 Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said,
“Why do you think evil in your hearts?
5 For which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins
are forgiven;’ or to say, ‘Get up, and
walk’? 6But that youmay know that the
SonofManhasauthorityonearth to for-
give sins—” (then he said to the paralytic),
“Get up, and take up yourmat, and go to
your house.”

7Hearoseanddeparted tohishouse. 8But
when the multitudes saw it, they marveled
and glorified God, who had given such au-
thority to men.

9 As Jesus passed by from there, he saw
a man called Matthew sitting at the tax
collection office. He said to him, “Follow
me.” He got up and followed him. 10As he
sat in thehouse, behold,many taxcollectors
and sinners came and sat down with Jesus
and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees
saw it, they said to his disciples, “Why does
your teacher eat with tax collectors and
sinners?”

* 8:15 TR reads “them” instead of “him” ✡ 8:17 Isaiah 53:4 † 8:28 NU reads “Gadarenes” ✡ 9:13 Hosea 6:6
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12 When Jesus heard it, he said to them,
“Thosewhoarehealthyhavenoneedfor
a physician, but those who are sick do.
13But you go and learnwhat thismeans:
‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice,’✡ for I
came not to call the righteous, but sin-
ners to repentance.”*

14Then John’s disciples came to him, say-
ing, “Why do we and the Pharisees fast
often, but your disciples don’t fast?”

15 Jesus said to them, “Can the friends
of the bridegroommourn as long as the
bridegroom is with them? But the days
will come when the bridegroom will be
taken away from them, and then they
will fast. 16 No one puts a piece of
unshrunk cloth on an old garment; for
the patch would tear away from the
garment, and a worse hole is made.
17 Neither do people put new wine into
old wine skins, or else the skins would
burst, and the wine be spilled, and the
skins ruined. No, they put new wine
into fresh wine skins, and both are pre-
served.”

18While he told these things to them, be-
hold, a ruler came andworshiped him, say-
ing, “My daughter has just died, but come
and lay your hand on her, and shewill live.”

19 Jesus got up and followed him, as did
his disciples. 20 Behold, a woman who had
a discharge of blood for twelve years came
behind him, and touched the fringe† of his
garment; 21 for she said within herself, “If I
just touch his garment, I will bemadewell.”

22 But Jesus, turning around and seeing
her, said, “Daughter, cheer up! Your
faithhasmadeyouwell.” And thewoman
wasmade well from that hour.

23When Jesus came into the ruler’s house
and saw the flute players and the crowd in
noisy disorder, 24 he said to them, “Make
room, because the girl isn’t dead, but
sleeping.”
They were ridiculing him. 25 But when

the crowd was sent out, he entered in, took
her by the hand, and the girl arose. 26 The
report of this went out into all that land.

27 As Jesus passed by from there, two
blind men followed him, calling out and
saying, “Have mercy on us, son of David!”
28 When he had come into the house, the
blind men came to him. Jesus said to them,
“Do you believe that I am able to do
this?”
They told him, “Yes, Lord.”
29 Then he touched their eyes, saying,

“According to your faith be it done to

you.” 30 Then their eyes were opened. Je-
sus strictly commanded them, saying, “See
thatnooneknowsabout this.” 31But they
went out and spread abroad his fame in all
that land.

32 As they went out, behold, a mute man
who was demon possessed was brought to
him. 33When the demon was cast out, the
muteman spoke. Themultitudesmarveled,
saying, “Nothing like this has ever been
seen in Israel!”

34But the Pharisees said, “By the prince of
the demons, he casts out demons.”

35 Jesus went about all the cities and the
villages, teaching in their synagogues and
preaching the Good News of the Kingdom,
and healing every disease and every sick-
ness among the people. 36 But when he
saw the multitudes, he was moved with
compassion for them because they were
harassed‡ and scattered, like sheepwithout
a shepherd. 37Then he said to his disciples,
“The harvest indeed is plentiful, but the
laborers are few. 38 Pray therefore
that the Lord of the harvest will send
out laborers into his harvest.”

10
1He called to himself his twelve disciples,

and gave them authority over unclean spir-
its, to cast them out, and to heal every dis-
ease and every sickness. 2Now the names
of the twelve apostles are these. The first,
Simon, who is called Peter; Andrew, his
brother; James the son of Zebedee; John, his
brother; 3 Philip; Bartholomew; Thomas;
Matthew the tax collector; James the son of
Alphaeus; Lebbaeus, who was also called*
Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Zealot; and Judas
Iscariot, who also betrayed him.

5 Jesus sent these twelve out and com-
manded them, saying, “Don’t go among
the Gentiles, and don’t enter into any
city of the Samaritans. 6 Rather, go
to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.
7 As you go, preach, saying, ‘The King-
dom of Heaven is at hand!’ 8Heal the
sick, cleanse the lepers,† and cast out
demons. Freely you received, so freely
give. 9 Don’t take any gold, silver, or
brass in your money belts. 10 Take no
bag for your journey, neither two coats,
nor sandals, nor staff: for the laborer
is worthy of his food. 11 Into whatever
city or village you enter, find out who in
it is worthy, and stay there until you go
on. 12As you enter into the household,
greet it. 13 If the household is worthy,
let your peace come on it, but if it isn’t

* 9:13 NU omits “to repentance”. † 9:20 or, tassel ‡ 9:36 TR reads “weary” instead of “harassed” * 10:3 NU
omits “Lebbaeus, who was also called” † 10:8 TR adds “raise the dead,”
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worthy, let your peace return to you.
14Whoever doesn’t receive you or hear
your words, as you go out of that house
or that city, shake the dust off your feet.
15 Most certainly I tell you, it will be
more tolerable for the land of Sodom
and Gomorrah in the day of judgment
than for that city.

16 “Behold, I send you out as sheep
among wolves. Therefore be wise as
serpents and harmless as doves. 17But
beware ofmen, for theywill deliver you
up to councils, and in their synagogues
they will scourge you. 18 Yes, and you
will be brought before governors and
kings for my sake, for a testimony to
them and to the nations. 19 But when
they deliver you up, don’t be anxious
how or what you will say, for it will be
given you in that hourwhat youwill say.
20 For it is not you who speak, but the
Spirit of your Father who speaks in you.

21 “Brother will deliver up brother to
death, andthe fatherhis child. Children
will rise up against parents and cause
them to be put to death. 22 You will
be hated by all men formy name’s sake,
but he who endures to the end will be
saved. 23 But when they persecute you
in this city, flee into the next, for most
certainly I tell you, you will not have
gone through the cities of Israel until
the Son ofMan has come.

24 “A disciple is not above his teacher,
nor a servant above his lord. 25 It
is enough for the disciple that he
be like his teacher, and the servant
like his lord. If they have called the
master of the house Beelzebul,‡ how
much more those of his household!
26 Therefore don’t be afraid of them,
for there is nothing covered that will
not be revealed, or hidden that will not
be known. 27 What I tell you in the
darkness, speak in the light; and what
you hearwhispered in the ear, proclaim
on the housetops. 28Don’t be afraid of
thosewho kill the body, but are not able
to kill the soul. Rather, fear him who
is able to destroy both soul and body in
Gehenna.§

29 “Aren’t two sparrows sold for an
assarion coin?* Not one of them falls
to the ground apart from your Father’s
will. 30But the very hairs of your head
are all numbered. 31 Therefore don’t
be afraid. You are of more value than

many sparrows. 32Everyone therefore
whoconfessesmebeforemen, Iwill also
confess him before my Father who is
in heaven. 33 But whoever denies me
before men, I will also deny him before
my Father who is in heaven.

34 “Don’t think that I came to send
peaceon theearth. I didn’t come to send
peace, but a sword. 35 For I came to
set aman at odds against his father, and
a daughter against her mother, and a
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-
law. 36Aman’s foes will be those of his
own household.✡ 37He who loves father
or mother more than me is not worthy
ofme; andhewho loves son or daughter
more than me isn’t worthy of me. 38He
who doesn’t take his cross and follow
after me isn’t worthy of me. 39He who
seeks his life will lose it; and he who
loses his life formy sake will find it.

40 “He who receives you receives me,
and he who receives me receives him
who sent me. 41 He who receives a
prophet in the name of a prophet will
receive a prophet’s reward. He who
receives a righteousman in the name of
a righteousmanwill receive a righteous
man’s reward. 42Whoever gives one of
these little ones just a cup of cold water
to drink in the name of a disciple, most
certainly I tell you, hewill innoway lose
his reward.”

11
1 When Jesus had finished directing his

twelve disciples, he departed from there to
teach and preach in their cities.

2Now when John heard in the prison the
works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples
3 and said to him, “Are you he who comes,
or should we look for another?”

4 Jesus answered them, “Go and tell
John the things which you hear and
see: 5 the blind receive their sight,
the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed,
the deaf hear,✡ the dead are raised up,
and the poor have good news preached
to them.✡ 6 Blessed is he who finds no
occasion for stumbling inme.”

7 As these went their way, Jesus began
to say to the multitudes concerning John,
“Whatdidyougoout into thewilderness
to see? Areedshakenby thewind? 8But
what did you go out to see? A man in
soft clothing? Behold, those who wear
soft clothing are in kings’ houses. 9But
why did you go out? To see a prophet?

‡ 10:25 Literally, Lord of the Flies, or the devil § 10:28 or, Hell. * 10:29 An assarion is a small coin worth one
tenth of a drachma or a sixteenth of a denarius. An assarion is approximately the wages of one half hour of agricultural
labor. ✡ 10:36 Micah 7:6 ✡ 11:5 Isaiah 35:5 ✡ 11:5 Isaiah 61:1-4
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Yes, I tell you, and much more than a
prophet. 10 For this is he, of whom it
is written, ‘Behold, I send my messen-
ger before your face, who will prepare
your way before you.’✡ 11Most certainly
I tell you, among those who are born
of women there has not arisen anyone
greater than John the Baptizer; yet he
who is least in the Kingdom of Heaven
is greater than he. 12 From the days
of John the Baptizer until now, the King-
domofHeaven suffers violence, and the
violent take it by force.* 13 For all the
prophets and the law prophesied until
John. 14 If you are willing to receive it,
this is Elijah, who is to come. 15He who
has ears to hear, let him hear.

16 “But to what shall I compare this
generation? It is like children sitting
in the marketplaces, who call to their
companions 17 and say, ‘We played the
flute for you, and you didn’t dance.
We mourned for you, and you didn’t
lament.’ 18 For John came neither
eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He
has a demon.’ 19 The Son of Man came
eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Be-
hold, a gluttonous man and a drunk-
ard, a friend of tax collectors and sin-
ners!’ But wisdom is justified by her
children.”†

20Thenhe began to denounce the cities in
which most of his mighty works had been
done, because they didn’t repent. 21 “Woe
to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Beth-
saida! For if themighty works had been
done inTyreandSidonwhichweredone
in you, they would have repented long
ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22But I tell
you, it will be more tolerable for Tyre
and Sidon on the day of judgment than
for you. 23 You, Capernaum, who are
exalted to heaven, you will go down to
Hades. ‡ For if the mighty works had
been done in Sodom which were done
in you, it would have remained until
today. 24 But I tell you that it will be
more tolerable for the landof Sodomon
the day of judgment, than for you.”

25At that time, Jesus answered, “I thank
you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
that you hid these things from the wise
and understanding, and revealed them
to infants. 26 Yes, Father, for so it
was well-pleasing in your sight. 27 All
things have been delivered to me bymy
Father. No one knows the Son, except
the Father; neither does anyone know

the Father, except the Son and he to
whom the Son desires to reveal him.

28 “Come to me, all you who labor and
are heavily burdened, and I will give
you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you
and learn from me, for I am gentle and
humble in heart; and you will find rest
for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy,
andmy burden is light.”

12
1At that time, Jesus went on the Sabbath

day through the grain fields. His disciples
were hungry and began to pluck heads of
grain and to eat. 2 But the Pharisees, when
they saw it, said to him, “Behold, your dis-
ciples do what is not lawful to do on the
Sabbath.”

3But he said to them, “Haven’t you read
what David did when he was hungry,
and those who were with him: 4 how
he entered into God’s house and ate the
show bread, which was not lawful for
him to eat, nor for those who were with
him, but only for the priests?✡ 5 Or
have you not read in the law that on the
Sabbath day the priests in the temple
profane the Sabbath and are guiltless?
6 But I tell you that one greater than
the temple is here. 7 But if you had
knownwhat thismeans, ‘I desiremercy,
and not sacrifice,’✡ you wouldn’t have
condemned the guiltless. 8 For the Son
ofMan is Lord of the Sabbath.”

9 He departed from there and went into
their synagogue. 10And behold, therewas a
manwithawitheredhand. Theyaskedhim,
“Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath day?” so
that theymight accuse him.

11He said to them, “What man is there
among you who has one sheep, and if
this one falls into a pit on the Sabbath
day, won’t he grab on to it and lift it out?
12Ofhowmuchmorevalue then isaman
than a sheep! Therefore it is lawful to
do good on the Sabbath day.” 13 Then he
told theman, “Stretchout yourhand.” He
stretched it out; and it was restored whole,
just like the other. 14But the Pharisees went
out and conspired against him, how they
might destroy him.

15 Jesus, perceiving that, withdrew from
there. Great multitudes followed him; and
he healed them all, 16 and commanded
them that they should not make him
known, 17 that it might be fulfilled which
was spoken through Isaiah the prophet,
saying,
18“Behold,my servantwhomIhave chosen,

✡ 11:10 Malachi 3:1 * 11:12 or, plunder it. † 11:19 NU reads “actions” instead of “children” ‡ 11:23 or, Hell
✡ 12:4 1 Samuel 21:3-6 ✡ 12:7 Hosea 6:6
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my beloved in whom my soul is well
pleased.

I will put my Spirit on him.
He will proclaim justice to the nations.

19Hewill not strive, nor shout,
neither will anyone hear his voice in
the streets.

20Hewon’t break a bruised reed.
He won’t quench a smoking flax,

until he leads justice to victory.
21 In his name, the nations will hope.”✡

22 Then one possessed by a demon, blind
and mute, was brought to him; and he
healed him, so that the blind andmuteman
both spoke and saw. 23 All the multitudes
were amazed, and said, “Can this be the son
of David?” 24But when the Pharisees heard
it, they said, “This man does not cast out
demons except by Beelzebul, the prince of
the demons.”

25 Knowing their thoughts, Jesus said to
them, “Every kingdom divided against
itself isbrought todesolation, andevery
city or house divided against itself will
not stand. 26 If Satan casts out Satan,
he is divided against himself. How then
will his kingdom stand? 27 If I by
Beelzebul cast out demons, by whom do
your children cast them out? Therefore
they will be your judges. 28 But if I
by the Spirit of God cast out demons,
thenGod’sKingdomhas comeuponyou.
29Orhowcanoneenter into thehouseof
the strong man and plunder his goods,
unless he first bind the strong man?
Then hewill plunder his house.

30 “He who is not with me is against
me, and he who doesn’t gather withme,
scatters. 31 Therefore I tell you, every
sinandblasphemywill be forgivenmen,
but the blasphemy against the Spirit
will not be forgiven men. 32Whoever
speaks a word against the Son of Man,
it will be forgiven him; but whoever
speaksagainst theHolySpirit, itwill not
be forgiven him, either in this age, or in
that which is to come.

33 “Either make the tree good and its
fruit good, ormake the tree corrupt and
its fruit corrupt; for the tree isknownby
its fruit. 34You offspring of vipers, how
can you, being evil, speak good things?
For out of the abundance of the heart,
the mouth speaks. 35The goodman out
of his good treasure* brings out good
things, and the evil man out of his evil
treasure brings out evil things. 36 I
tell you that every idle word that men
speak, they will give account of it in the
day of judgment. 37 For by your words

you will be justified, and by your words
youwill be condemned.”

38 Then certain of the scribes and Phar-
isees answered, “Teacher, we want to see a
sign from you.”

39 But he answered them, “An evil and
adulterous generation seeks after a
sign, but no sign will be given to it but
the sign of Jonah the prophet. 40 For as
Jonahwas threedaysand threenights in
the belly of the huge fish, sowill the Son
of Man be three days and three nights
in the heart of the earth. 41The men of
Nineveh will stand up in the judgment
with this generation and will condemn
it, for they repented at the preaching
of Jonah; and behold, someone greater
than Jonah is here. 42The Queen of the
South will rise up in the judgment with
this generation andwill condemn it, for
she came from the ends of the earth
to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and
behold, someone greater than Solomon
is here.

43 “When an unclean spirit has gone
out of a man, he passes through water-
lessplaces seeking rest, anddoesn’tfind
it. 44Then he says, ‘I will return intomy
house from which I came;’ and when he
has come back, he finds it empty, swept,
and put in order. 45 Then he goes and
takes with himself seven other spirits
more evil than he is, and they enter in
and dwell there. The last state of that
manbecomesworse than thefirst. Even
sowill it be also to this evil generation.”

46While he was yet speaking to the mul-
titudes, behold, his mother and his broth-
ers stood outside, seeking to speak to him.
47 One said to him, “Behold, your mother
and your brothers stand outside, seeking to
speak to you.”

48 But he answered him who spoke to
him, “Who is my mother? Who are my
brothers?” 49 He stretched out his hand
towardhis disciples, and said, “Behold,my
mother and my brothers! 50 For who-
ever does the will of my Father who is
in heaven, he is my brother, and sister,
andmother.”

13
1On that day Jesus went out of the house

and sat by the seaside. 2 Great multitudes
gathered to him, so that he entered into a
boat and sat; and all themultitude stood on
the beach. 3He spoke to them many things
in parables, saying, “Behold, a farmer
went out to sow. 4 As he sowed, some
seeds fell by the roadside, and the birds

✡ 12:21 Isaiah 42:1-4 * 12:35 TR adds “of the heart”
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came and devoured them. 5 Others
fell on rocky ground, where they didn’t
have much soil, and immediately they
sprang up, because they had no depth
of earth. 6 When the sun had risen,
they were scorched. Because they had
no root, they withered away. 7Others
fell among thorns. The thorns grew up
and choked them. 8 Others fell on
good soil and yielded fruit: some one
hundred times asmuch, some sixty, and
some thirty. 9He who has ears to hear,
let him hear.”

10 The disciples came, and said to him,
“Why do you speak to them in parables?”

11He answered them, “To you it is given
to know the mysteries of the Kingdom
of Heaven, but it is not given to them.
12For whoever has, to himwill be given,
and he will have abundance; but who-
ever doesn’t have, from him will be
taken away even that which he has.
13Therefore I speak to them inparables,
because seeing they don’t see, and hear-
ing, they don’t hear, neither do they un-
derstand. 14 In them the prophecy of
Isaiah is fulfilled, which says,
‘By hearing youwill hear,

andwill in noway understand;
Seeing youwill see,

andwill in noway perceive;
15 for this people’s heart has grown cal-

lous,
their ears are dull of hearing,
and they have closed their eyes;

or else perhaps they might perceive
with their eyes,

hear with their ears,
understandwith their heart,

andwould turn again,
and I would heal them.’✡

16 “But blessed are your eyes, for they
see; and your ears, for they hear. 17For
most certainly I tell you that many
prophets and righteous men desired to
see the things which you see, and didn’t
see them; and to hear the things which
you hear, and didn’t hear them.

18 “Hear, then, the parable of the
farmer. 19When anyone hears theword
of the Kingdom and doesn’t understand
it, the evil one comes and snatches away
that which has been sown in his heart.
This is what was sown by the roadside.
20 What was sown on the rocky places,
this is he who hears the word and im-
mediately with joy receives it; 21 yet
he has no root in himself, but endures

for a while. When oppression or perse-
cution arises because of the word, im-
mediately he stumbles. 22 What was
sown among the thorns, this is he who
hears theword, but the cares of this age
and the deceitfulness of riches choke
the word, and he becomes unfruitful.
23 What was sown on the good ground,
this ishewhohears thewordandunder-
stands it, whomost certainly bears fruit
and produces, some one hundred times
asmuch, some sixty, and some thirty.”

24 He set another parable before them,
saying, “The Kingdom of Heaven is like
a man who sowed good seed in his field,
25 but while people slept, his enemy
came and sowed darnel weeds* also
among thewheat, andwent away. 26But
when the blade sprangup andproduced
grain, then the darnel weeds appeared
also. 27The servants of thehouseholder
came and said to him, ‘Sir, didn’t you
sow good seed in your field? Where did
these darnel weeds come from?’

28 “He said to them, ‘An enemy has
done this.’
“Theservantsaskedhim, ‘Doyouwant

us to go and gather themup?’
29 “But he said, ‘No, lest perhaps while

you gather up the darnel weeds, you
rootup thewheatwith them. 30Letboth
grow together until the harvest, and in
the harvest time I will tell the reapers,
“First, gather up the darnel weeds, and
bind them in bundles to burn them; but
gather the wheat intomy barn.” ’ ”

31 He set another parable before them,
saying, “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a
grainofmustardseedwhichamantook,
and sowed in his field, 32which indeed
is smaller than all seeds. But when it is
grown, it is greater than the herbs and
becomes a tree, so that the birds of the
air come and lodge in its branches.”

33 He spoke another parable to them.
“The Kingdom of Heaven is like yeast
which a woman took and hid in three
measures† of meal, until it was all leav-
ened.”

34 Jesus spoke all these things in parables
to the multitudes; and without a parable,
he didn’t speak to them, 35 that it might
be fulfilled which was spoken through the
prophet, saying,
“I will openmymouth in parables;

Iwill utter thingshidden fromthe foun-
dation of the world.”✡

✡ 13:15 Isaiah 6:9-10 * 13:25 darnel is a weed grass (probably bearded darnel or lolium temulentum) that looks
very much like wheat until it is mature, when the difference becomes very apparent. † 13:33 literally, three sata.
Three sata is about 39 liters or a bit more than a bushel ✡ 13:35 Psalms 78:2
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36 Then Jesus sent the multitudes away,
andwent into the house. His disciples came
to him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of
the darnel weeds of the field.”

37He answered them, “Hewho sows the
good seed is the Son of Man, 38 the
field is the world, the good seeds are
the children of the Kingdom, and the
darnelweedsare thechildrenof theevil
one. 39 The enemy who sowed them is
the devil. The harvest is the end of the
age, and the reapers are angels. 40 As
therefore the darnel weeds are gath-
ered up and burned with fire; so will it
be at the end of this age. 41 The Son of
Man will send out his angels, and they
will gather out of his Kingdomall things
that cause stumbling and those who do
iniquity, 42 and will cast them into the
furnace of fire. There will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the
righteous will shine like the sun in the
Kingdom of their Father. He who has
ears to hear, let him hear.

44 “Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is
like treasure hidden in the field, which
a man found and hid. In his joy, he goes
and sells all that he has and buys that
field.

45 “Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is
like a man who is a merchant seeking
fine pearls, 46 who having found one
pearl of great price, hewent and sold all
that he had and bought it.

47 “Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is
like a dragnet that was cast into the sea
and gathered some fish of every kind,
48 which, when it was filled, fishermen
drew up on the beach. They sat down
and gathered the good into containers,
but thebad they threwaway. 49So itwill
be in the end of the world.‡ The angels
will come and separate thewicked from
among the righteous, 50 and will cast
them into the furnace of fire. There
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
51 Jesus said to them, “Have you under-
stood all these things?”
They answered him, “Yes, Lord.”
52 He said to them, “Therefore every

scribe who has been made a disciple in
the Kingdom of Heaven is like a man
who is a householder, who brings out of
his treasure new and old things.”

53 When Jesus had finished these para-
bles, hedeparted fromthere. 54Coming into
his own country, he taught them in their
synagogue, so that they were astonished
and said, “Where did this man get this wis-
dom and these mighty works? 55 Isn’t this

the carpenter’s son? Isn’t his mother called
Mary, and his brothers James, Joses, Simon,
and Judas?§ 56Aren’t all of his sisters with
us? Where then did thisman get all of these
things?” 57They were offended by him.
But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is

not without honor, except in his own
country and in his own house.” 58 He
didn’t domanymightyworks therebecause
of their unbelief.

14
1 At that time, Herod the tetrarch heard

the report concerning Jesus, 2 and said to
his servants, “This is John the Baptizer.
He is risen from the dead. That is why
these powers work in him.” 3 For Herod
had arrested John, bound him, and put
him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his
brother Philip’s wife. 4 For John said to
him, “It is not lawful for you to have her.”
5When he would have put him to death, he
feared themultitude, because they counted
him as a prophet. 6 But when Herod’s
birthday came, the daughter of Herodias
danced among them and pleased Herod.
7 Therefore he promised with an oath to
give her whatever she should ask. 8 She,
being prompted by her mother, said, “Give
me here on a platter the head of John the
Baptizer.”

9The kingwas grieved, but for the sake of
his oaths and of those who sat at the table
with him, he commanded it to be given,
10 and he sent and beheaded John in the
prison. 11His head was brought on a plat-
ter and given to the young lady; and she
brought it to her mother. 12 His disciples
came, took the body, and buried it. Then
theywentand told Jesus. 13Nowwhen Jesus
heard this, he withdrew from there in a
boat to a deserted place apart. When the
multitudes heard it, they followed him on
foot from the cities.

14 Jesus went out, and he saw a great
multitude. He had compassion on them
and healed their sick. 15 When evening
had come, his disciples came to him, say-
ing, “This place is deserted, and the hour
is already late. Send the multitudes away,
that they may go into the villages, and buy
themselves food.”

16 But Jesus said to them, “They don’t
need to go away. You give them some-
thing to eat.”

17They told him, “We only have here five
loaves and two fish.”

18 He said, “Bring them here to me.”
19 He commanded the multitudes to sit
down on the grass; and he took the five

‡ 13:49 or, end of the age. § 13:55 or, Judah
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loaves and the two fish, and looking up
to heaven, he blessed, broke and gave the
loaves to the disciples; and the disciples
gave to the multitudes. 20 They all ate and
werefilled. They tookup twelvebaskets full
of that which remained left over from the
broken pieces. 21Thosewho atewere about
five thousand men, in addition to women
and children.

22 Immediately Jesus made the disciples
get into the boat and go ahead of him to
the other side, while he sent the multitudes
away. 23 After he had sent the multitudes
away, he went up into the mountain by
himself to pray. When evening had come,
he was there alone. 24 But the boat was
now in the middle of the sea, distressed by
the waves, for the wind was contrary. 25 In
the fourth watch of the night,* Jesus came
to them, walking on the sea.✡ 26When the
disciples saw him walking on the sea, they
were troubled, saying, “It’s a ghost!” and
they cried out for fear. 27 But immediately
Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Cheer up! It
is I! †Don’t be afraid.”

28 Peter answered him and said, “Lord, if
it is you, commandme to come toyouon the
waters.”

29He said, “Come!”
Peter stepped down from the boat and

walked on the waters to come to Jesus.
30 But when he saw that the wind was
strong, he was afraid, and beginning to
sink, he cried out, saying, “Lord, saveme!”

31 Immediately Jesus stretched out his
hand, took hold of him, and said to him,
“You of little faith, why did you doubt?”
32When they got up into the boat, the wind
ceased. 33Thosewhowere in the boat came
and worshiped him, saying, “You are truly
the Son of God!”

34When they had crossed over, they came
to the land of Gennesaret. 35 When the
people of that place recognized him, they
sent into all that surrounding region and
brought to him all who were sick; 36 and
they begged him that they might just touch
the fringe‡ of his garment. As many as
touched it weremade whole.

15
1 Then Pharisees and scribes came to Je-

sus from Jerusalem, saying, 2 “Why do your
disciplesdisobey the traditionof the elders?
For they don’t wash their hands when they
eat bread.”

3He answered them, “Why do you also
disobey the commandment of God be-
cause of your tradition? 4 For God
commanded, ‘Honor your father and
your mother,’✡ and, ‘He who speaks evil
of father or mother, let him be put to
death.’✡ 5 But you say, ‘Whoever may
tell his father or his mother, “Whatever
help you might otherwise have gotten
from me is a gift devoted to God,” 6 he
shall not honor his father or mother.’
You have made the commandment of
God void because of your tradition.
7You hypocrites! Well did Isaiah proph-
esy of you, saying,
8 ‘These people draw near to me with

theirmouth,
and honormewith their lips;
but their heart is far fromme.

9And they worshipme in vain,
teaching as doctrine rules made by
men.’ ”✡

10He summoned the multitude, and said
to them, “Hear, and understand. 11That
which enters into themouth doesn’t de-
file the man; but that which proceeds
out of themouth, this defiles theman.”

12 Then the disciples came and said to
him, “Do you know that the Pharisees were
offended when they heard this saying?”

13But he answered, “Every plant which
my heavenly Father didn’t plant will be
uprooted. 14 Leave them alone. They
areblindguidesof theblind. If theblind
guide the blind, bothwill fall into a pit.”

15Peter answeredhim, “Explain the para-
ble to us.”

16So Jesus said, “Doyoualso still notun-
derstand? 17Don’t you understand that
whatever goes into the mouth passes
into the belly and then out of the body?
18 But the things which proceed out of
the mouth come out of the heart, and
they defile the man. 19 For out of
the heart come evil thoughts, murders,
adulteries, sexual sins, thefts, false tes-
timony, and blasphemies. 20 These are
the things which defile the man; but to
eat with unwashed hands doesn’t defile
theman.”

21 Jesus went out from there and with-
drew into the region of Tyre and Sidon.
22 Behold, a Canaanite woman came out
fromthosebordersandcried, saying, “Have
mercy on me, Lord, you son of David! My
daughter is severely possessed by a de-
mon!”

23But he answered her not a word.
* 14:25 The night was equally divided into four watches, so the fourth watch is approximately 3:00 a.m. to sunrise.
✡ 14:25 See Job 9:8 † 14:27 or, I AM! ‡ 14:36 or, tassel ✡ 15:4 Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 5:16 ✡ 15:4
Exodus 21:17; Leviticus 20:9 ✡ 15:9 Isaiah 29:13
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His disciples came and begged him, say-
ing, “Send her away; for she cries after us.”

24 But he answered, “I wasn’t sent to
anyonebut the lost sheepof thehouseof
Israel.”

25But she came and worshiped him, say-
ing, “Lord, help me.”

26 But he answered, “It is not appro-
priate to take the children’s bread and
throw it to the dogs.”

27 But she said, “Yes, Lord, but even the
dogs eat the crumbs which fall from their
masters’ table.”

28 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman,
great is your faith! Be it done to you
even as you desire.” And her daughter
was healed from that hour.

29 Jesus departed from there and came
near to the sea of Galilee; and he went up
on the mountain and sat there. 30 Great
multitudes came to him, having with them
the lame, blind, mute, maimed, and many
others, and they put them down at his feet.
He healed them, 31 so that the multitude
wondered when they saw the mute speak-
ing, the injured healed, the lame walking,
and the blind seeing—and they glorified the
God of Israel.

32 Jesus summoned his disciples and said,
“I have compassion on the multitude,
because they have continued with me
now three days and have nothing to eat.
I don’t want to send them away fasting,
or theymight faint on the way.”

33The disciples said to him, “Where could
we get somany loaves in a deserted place as
to satisfy so great a multitude?”

34 Jesus said to them, “Howmany loaves
do you have?”
They said, “Seven, and a few small fish.”
35 He commanded the multitude to sit

down on the ground; 36 and he took the
seven loaves and the fish. He gave thanks
and broke them, and gave to the disciples,
and the disciples to the multitudes. 37 They
all ate and were filled. They took up seven
baskets full of the broken pieces that were
left over. 38 Those who ate were four thou-
sand men, in addition to women and chil-
dren. 39 Then he sent away the multitudes,
got into the boat, and came into the borders
of Magdala.

16
1The Pharisees and Sadducees came, and

testing him, asked him to show them a sign
from heaven. 2 But he answered them,
“When it is evening, you say, ‘It will be
fair weather, for the sky is red.’ 3 In

the morning, ‘It will be foul weather to-
day, for the sky is red and threatening.’
Hypocrites! You know how to discern
the appearance of the sky, but you can’t
discern the signs of the times! 4An evil
and adulterous generation seeks after a
sign, and therewill beno signgiven to it,
except the sign of the prophet Jonah.”
He left themanddeparted. 5Thedisciples

came to the other side and had forgotten to
takebread. 6 Jesus said to them, “Takeheed
andbeware of the yeast of the Pharisees
and Sadducees.”

7 They reasoned among themselves, say-
ing, “We brought no bread.”

8 Jesus, perceiving it, said, “Why do you
reason among yourselves, you of lit-
tle faith, because you have brought no
bread? 9 Don’t you yet perceive or
remember the five loaves for the five
thousand, and how many baskets you
took up, 10 or the seven loaves for the
four thousand, and how many baskets
you took up? 11 How is it that you
don’t perceive that I didn’t speak to you
concerning bread? But beware of the
yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees.”

12 Then they understood that he didn’t
tell them to beware of the yeast of bread,
but of the teaching of the Pharisees and
Sadducees.

13 Now when Jesus came into the parts
of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples,
saying, “Who do men say that I, the Son
ofMan, am?”

14They said, “Some say John the Baptizer,
some, Elijah, and others, Jeremiah or one of
the prophets.”

15He said to them, “But who do you say
that I am?”

16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the
Christ, the Son of the living God.”

17 Jesusansweredhim, “Blessedareyou,
Simon Bar Jonah, for flesh and blood
has not revealed this to you, but my
Father who is in heaven. 18 I also
tell you that you are Peter,* and on
this rock † I will build my assembly,
and the gates of Hades‡ will not prevail
against it. 19 I will give to you the keys
of the Kingdom of Heaven, and what-
ever you bind on earth will have been
bound in heaven; and whatever you re-
lease on earth will have been released
in heaven.” 20 Then he commanded the
disciples that they should tell no one that he
was Jesus the Christ.

21From that time, Jesus began to showhis
disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and

* 16:18 Peter’s name, Petros in Greek, is the word for a specific rock or stone. † 16:18 Greek, petra, a rock mass or
bedrock. ‡ 16:18 or, Hell
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suffer many things from the elders, chief
priests, and scribes, and be killed, and the
third day be raised up.

22 Peter took him aside and began to re-
buke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord!
This will never be done to you.”

23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get
behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling
block tome, for you are not setting your
mind on the things of God, but on the
things ofmen.”

24Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If any-
one desires to come after me, let him
deny himself, take up his cross, and fol-
low me. 25 For whoever desires to save
his lifewill lose it, andwhoeverwill lose
his life for my sake will find it. 26 For
what will it profit a man if he gains the
whole world and forfeits his life? Or
whatwill aman give in exchange for his
life? 27 For the Son of Man will come in
the glory of his Father with his angels,
and then he will render to everyone ac-
cording to his deeds. 28Most certainly
I tell you, there are some standing here
who will in no way taste of death until
they see the Son of Man coming in his
Kingdom.”

17
1After six days, Jesus tookwith himPeter,

James, and John his brother, and brought
them up into a high mountain by them-
selves. 2Hewas changed* before them. His
face shone like the sun, and his garments
became as white as the light. 3 Behold,
Moses and Elijah appeared to them talking
with him.

4Peter answered and said to Jesus, “Lord,
it is good for us to be here. If you want, let’s
make three tents here: one for you, one for
Moses, and one for Elijah.”

5 While he was still speaking, behold, a
bright cloudovershadowed them. Behold, a
voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is
mybelovedSon, inwhomIamwell pleased.
Listen to him.”

6When the disciples heard it, they fell on
their faces, and were very afraid. 7 Jesus
came and touched them and said, “Get up,
and don’t be afraid.” 8 Lifting up their
eyes, they saw no one, except Jesus alone.

9 As they were coming down from the
mountain, Jesus commanded them, saying,
“Don’t tell anyone what you saw, until
theSonofManhas risen fromthedead.”

10His disciples asked him, saying, “Then
why do the scribes say that Elijah must
come first?”

11 Jesus answered them, “Elijah indeed
comes first, and will restore all things;
12 but I tell you that Elijah has come
already, and they didn’t recognize him,
but did to himwhatever theywanted to.
Even so the Son of Man will also suffer
by them.” 13Then the disciples understood
that he spoke to them of John the Baptizer.

14 When they came to the multitude, a
man came to him, kneeling down to him
and saying, 15 “Lord, havemercy onmy son,
forhe is epileptic andsuffers grievously; for
he often falls into thefire, and often into the
water. 16 So I brought him to your disciples,
and they could not cure him.”

17 Jesus answered, “Faithless and per-
verse generation! How long will I be
withyou? Howlongwill I bearwithyou?
Bring him here to me.” 18 Jesus rebuked
the demon, and it went out of him, and the
boy was cured from that hour.

19 Then the disciples came to Jesus pri-
vately, and said, “Why weren’t we able to
cast it out?”

20 He said to them, “Because of your
unbelief. For most certainly I tell you,
if you have faith as a grain of mustard
seed, you will tell this mountain, ‘Move
from here to there,’ and it will move;
and nothing will be impossible for you.
21But this kind doesn’t go out except by
prayer and fasting.” †

22While they were staying in Galilee, Je-
sus said to them, “The SonofMan is about
to be delivered up into the hands of
men, 23 and they will kill him, and the
third day he will be raised up.”
They were exceedingly sorry.
24 When they had come to Capernaum,

those who collected the didrachma coins‡
came to Peter, and said, “Doesn’t your
teacher pay the didrachma?” 25 He said,
“Yes.”
When he came into the house, Jesus an-

ticipated him, saying, “Whatdoyou think,
Simon? From whom do the kings of the
earthreceive tollor tribute? Fromtheir
children, or from strangers?”

26Peter said to him, “From strangers.”
Jesus said to him, “Therefore the chil-

dren are exempt. 27 But, lest we cause
them to stumble, go to the sea, cast a
hook, and take up the first fish that
comes up. When you have opened its

* 17:2 or, transfigured † 17:21 NUomits verse 21. ‡ 17:24 Adidrachma is a Greek silver coinworth 2 drachmas,
about as much as 2 Roman denarii, or about 2 days’ wages. It was commonly used to pay the half-shekel temple tax,
because 2 drachmas were worth one half shekel of silver. A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces.
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mouth, youwill finda stater coin.§ Take
that, andgive it to themformeandyou.”

18
1 In that hour the disciples came to Jesus,

saying, “Who then is greatest in the King-
dom of Heaven?”

2 Jesus called a little child to himself, and
set him in the middle of them 3 and said,
“Most certainly I tell you, unless you
turn and become as little children, you
will in noway enter into the Kingdomof
Heaven. 4Whoever therefore humbles
himself as this little child is the greatest
in the Kingdom of Heaven. 5Whoever
receivesonesuch littlechild inmyname
receives me, 6 but whoever causes one
of these little ones who believe in me
to stumble, it would be better for him
if a huge millstone were hung around
his neck and that he were sunk in the
depths of the sea.

7 “Woe to the world because of occa-
sions of stumbling! For it must be that
the occasions come, butwoe to that per-
son through whom the occasion comes!
8 If your hand or your foot causes you
to stumble, cut it off and cast it from
you. It is better for you to enter into life
maimedor crippled, rather thanhaving
two hands or two feet to be cast into the
eternal fire. 9 If your eye causes you
to stumble, pluck it out and cast it from
you. It is better for you to enter into
lifewithoneeye, rather thanhaving two
eyes to be cast into theGehenna* of fire.
10See that youdon’t despise one of these
little ones, for I tell you that in heaven
their angels always see the face of my
Father who is in heaven. 11 For the
Son ofMan came to save that which was
lost.†

12 “What do you think? If a man has
one hundred sheep, and one of them
goes astray, doesn’t he leave the ninety-
nine, go to themountains, and seek that
which has gone astray? 13 If he finds
it, most certainly I tell you, he rejoices
over it more than over the ninety-nine
which have not gone astray. 14 Even
so it is not the will of your Father who
is in heaven that one of these little ones
should perish.

15 “If your brother sins against you,
go, show him his fault between you and

him alone. If he listens to you, you have
gained back your brother. 16 But if
he doesn’t listen, take one or two more
with you, that at the mouth of two or
three witnesses every word may be es-
tablished.✡ 17 If he refuses to listen to
them, tell it to the assembly. If he re-
fuses to hear the assembly also, let him
be to you as a Gentile or a tax collector.
18 Most certainly I tell you, whatever
things you bind on earth will have been
bound in heaven, and whatever things
you release on earth will have been re-
leased in heaven. 19 Again, assuredly
I tell you, that if two of you will agree
on earth concerning anything that they
will ask, it will be done for them by my
Father who is in heaven. 20 For where
two or three are gathered together in
my name, there I am in the middle of
them.”

21ThenPeter cameandsaid tohim, “Lord,
how often shall my brother sin against me,
and I forgive him? Until seven times?”

22 Jesus said to him, “I don’t tell you
until seven times, but, until seventy
times seven. 23 Therefore the King-
domofHeaven is like a certainkingwho
wanted to settle accounts with his ser-
vants. 24When he had begun to settle,
one was brought to him who owed him
ten thousand talents.‡ 25 But because
he couldn’t pay, his lord commanded
him to be sold, with his wife, his chil-
dren, and all that he had, and payment
to be made. 26 The servant therefore
fell down and knelt before him, saying,
‘Lord, have patience with me, and I will
repay you all!’ 27 The lord of that
servant, being moved with compassion,
released him and forgave him the debt.

28 “But that servant went out and
found one of his fellow servants who
owed him one hundred denarii,§ and he
grabbedhimandtookhimbythe throat,
saying, ‘Paymewhat you owe!’

29 “So his fellow servant fell down at
his feet and begged him, saying, ‘Have
patience with me, and I will repay you!’
30He would not, but went and cast him
intoprisonuntilheshouldpayback that
which was due. 31 So when his fellow
servants saw what was done, they were
exceedingly sorry, and came and told
their lord all that was done. 32 Then

§ 17:27 A stater is a silver coin equivalent to four Attic or two Alexandrian drachmas, or a Jewish shekel: just exactly
enough to cover the half-shekel temple tax for two people. A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, usually in
the form of a silver coin. * 18:9 or, Hell † 18:11 NU omits verse 11. ✡ 18:16 Deuteronomy 19:15 ‡ 18:24
Ten thousand talents (about 300 metric tons of silver) represents an extremely large sum of money, equivalent to about
60,000,000 denarii, where one denarius was typical of one day’s wages for agricultural labor. § 18:28 100 denarii
was about one sixtieth of a talent, or about 500 grams (1.1 pounds) of silver.
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his lord called him in and said to him,
‘You wicked servant! I forgave you
all that debt because you begged me.
33Shouldn’t you also have hadmercy on
your fellowservant, evenas Ihadmercy
on you?’ 34His lord was angry, and de-
livered him to the tormentors until he
should pay all thatwas due to him. 35So
my heavenly Father will also do to you,
if you don’t each forgive your brother
from your hearts for hismisdeeds.”

19
1 When Jesus had finished these words,

he departed fromGalilee and came into the
borders of Judea beyond the Jordan. 2Great
multitudes followed him, and he healed
them there.

3 Pharisees came to him, testing him and
saying, “Is it lawful for aman to divorce his
wife for any reason?”

4He answered, “Haven’t you read that
he who made them from the beginning
made them male and female,✡ 5 and
said, ‘Forthiscauseamanshall leavehis
father and mother, and shall be joined
to his wife; and the two shall become
one flesh’?✡ 6 So that they are no more
two, but one flesh. What therefore God
has joined together, don’t let man tear
apart.”

7 They asked him, “Why then did Moses
command us to give her a certificate of
divorce and divorce her?”

8 He said to them, “Moses, because of
the hardness of your hearts, allowed
you to divorce your wives, but from the
beginning it has not been so. 9 I tell
you that whoever divorces his wife, ex-
cept for sexual immorality, andmarries
another, commits adultery; and he who
marries her when she is divorced com-
mits adultery.”

10 His disciples said to him, “If this is
the case of the man with his wife, it is not
expedient to marry.”

11But he said to them, “Not all men can
receive this saying, but those towhom it
is given. 12 For there are eunuchs who
were born that way from theirmother’s
womb, and there are eunuchswhowere
made eunuchs by men; and there are
eunuchswhomade themselves eunuchs
for the Kingdom of Heaven’s sake. He
who is able to receive it, let him receive
it.”

13 Then little children were brought to
him that he should lay his hands on them
and pray; and the disciples rebuked them.

14 But Jesus said, “Allow the little chil-
dren, and don’t forbid them to come to
me; for the Kingdom of Heaven belongs
to ones like these.” 15He laid his hands on
them, and departed from there.

16 Behold, one came to him and said,
“Good teacher, what good thing shall I do,
that I may have eternal life?”

17He said to him, “Why do you call me
good?* No one is good but one, that is,
God. But if you want to enter into life,
keep the commandments.”

18He said to him, “Which ones?”
Jesus said, “ ‘You shall not murder.’

‘You shall not commit adultery.’ ‘You
shall not steal.’ ‘You shall not offer false
testimony.’ 19 ‘Honor your father and
yourmother.’✡ And, ‘You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.’ ”✡

20 The young man said to him, “All these
things I have observed from my youth.
What do I still lack?”

21 Jesus said to him, “If you want to be
perfect, go, sell what you have, and give
to the poor, and you will have treasure
in heaven; and come, follow me.” 22 But
when the young man heard this, he went
away sad, for he was one who had great
possessions.

23 Jesus said to his disciples, “Most cer-
tainly I say to you, a richman will enter
into the Kingdom of Heaven with diffi-
culty. 24 Again I tell you, it is easier
for a camel to go through a needle’s eye
than for a rich man to enter into God’s
Kingdom.”

25When the disciples heard it, they were
exceedingly astonished, saying, “Who then
can be saved?”

26 Looking at them, Jesus said, “With
men this is impossible, but with God all
things are possible.”

27ThenPeteranswered, “Behold,wehave
left everything and followed you. What
then will we have?”

28 Jesus said to them, “Most certainly I
tell you that youwho have followedme,
in theregenerationwhentheSonofMan
will sit on the throne of his glory, you
also will sit on twelve thrones, judging
the twelve tribes of Israel. 29Everyone
who has left houses, or brothers, or sis-
ters, or father, or mother, or wife, or
children, or lands, for my name’s sake,
will receiveonehundred times, andwill
inherit eternal life. 30But many will be
lastwhoarefirst, andfirstwhoare last.

✡ 19:4 Genesis 1:27 ✡ 19:5 Genesis 2:24 * 19:17 So MT and TR. NU reads “Why do you ask me about what is
good?” ✡ 19:19 Exodus 20:12-16; Deuteronomy 5:16-20 ✡ 19:19 Leviticus 19:18
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20
1 “For the Kingdom of Heaven is like a

manwhowas themasterofahousehold,
who went out early in the morning to
hire laborers for his vineyard. 2When
he had agreed with the laborers for a
denarius* a day, he sent them into his
vineyard. 3Hewent out about the third
hour,† and saw others standing idle in
themarketplace. 4Hesaid to them, ‘You
also go into the vineyard, and whatever
is right I will give you.’ So they went
their way. 5 Again he went out about
the sixth and the ninth hour,‡ and did
likewise. 6 About the eleventh hour§
he went out and found others standing
idle. He said to them, ‘Why do you stand
here all day idle?’

7 “They said to him, ‘Because no one
has hired us.’
“He said to them, ‘You also go into the

vineyard, andyouwill receivewhatever
is right.’

8 “When evening had come, the lord
of the vineyard said to his manager,
‘Call the laborers and pay them their
wages, beginning from the last to the
first.’ 9 “When those who were hired
at about the eleventh hour came, they
each received a denarius. 10 When
the first came, they supposed that they
would receive more; and they likewise
each received a denarius. 11When they
received it, they murmured against the
master of the household, 12 saying,
‘These last have spent one hour, and you
have made them equal to us who have
borne the burden of the day and the
scorching heat!’

13 “But he answered one of them,
‘Friend, I amdoing younowrong. Didn’t
you agree with me for a denarius?
14Take that which is yours, and go your
way. It is my desire to give to this last
just as much as to you. 15 Isn’t it lawful
for me to do what I want to with what I
own? Or is your eye evil, because I am
good?’ 16So the lastwill befirst, and the
first last. For many are called, but few
are chosen.”

17As Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he
took the twelve disciples aside, and on the
wayhe said to them, 18“Behold,weare go-
ing up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man
will bedelivered to the chief priests and
scribes, and they will condemn him to
death, 19 and will hand him over to the

Gentiles tomock, to scourge, and to cru-
cify; and the third day he will be raised
up.”

20Then themother of the sons of Zebedee
came to him with her sons, kneeling and
asking a certain thing of him. 21He said to
her, “What do youwant?”
She said to him, “Command that these,

my two sons, may sit, one on your right
hand and one on your left hand, in your
Kingdom.”

22 But Jesus answered, “You don’t know
what you are asking. Are you able to
drink the cup that I am about to drink,
and be baptized with the baptism that I
am baptized with?”
They said to him, “We are able.”
23 He said to them, “You will indeed

drink my cup, and be baptized with the
baptism that I am baptized with; but to
sit onmy right handandonmy left hand
is not mine to give, but it is for whom it
has been prepared bymy Father.”

24When the ten heard it, theywere indig-
nant with the two brothers.

25 But Jesus summoned them, and said,
“Youknow that the rulers of the nations
lord it over them, and their great ones
exercise authority over them. 26 It shall
not be so among you; but whoever de-
sires to become great among you shall
be* your servant. 27Whoever desires to
be first among you shall be your bond-
servant, 28even as the Son of Man came
not tobeserved,but toserve, andtogive
his life as a ransom formany.”

29 As they went out from Jericho, a great
multitude followed him. 30 Behold, two
blind men sitting by the road, when they
heard that Jesus was passing by, cried
out, “Lord, have mercy on us, you son of
David!” 31 The multitude rebuked them,
telling them that they should be quiet, but
they cried out even more, “Lord, have
mercy on us, you son of David!”

32 Jesus stood still and called them, and
asked, “What do you want me to do for
you?”

33They told him, “Lord, that our eyesmay
be opened.”

34 Jesus, being moved with compassion,
touched their eyes; and immediately their
eyes received their sight, and they followed
him.

* 20:2 A denarius is a silver Roman coin worth 1/25th of a Roman aureus. This was a common wage for a day of farm
labor. † 20:3 Timewasmeasured from sunrise to sunset, so the third hourwould be about 9:00 a.m. ‡ 20:5 noon

and 3:00 p.m. § 20:6 5:00 p.m. * 20:26 TR reads “let him be” instead of “shall be” * 21:1 TR & NU read
“Bethphage” instead of “Bethsphage”
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21
1 When they came near to Jerusalem

and came to Bethsphage,* to the Mount
of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples,
2 saying to them, “Go into the village that
is opposite you, and immediately you
will find a donkey tied, and a colt with
her. Untie them and bring them to me.
3 If anyone says anything to you, you
shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and
immediately he will send them.”

4All thiswasdone that itmightbe fulfilled
which was spoken through the prophet,
saying,
5 “Tell the daughter of Zion,

behold, your King comes to you,
humble, and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”✡

6 The disciples went and did just as Jesus
commanded them, 7 and brought the don-
key and the colt and laid their clothes on
them; and he sat on them. 8 A very great
multitude spread their clothes on the road.
Others cut branches from the trees and
spread them on the road. 9 The multitudes
who went in front of him, and those who
followed, kept shouting, “Hosanna† to the
sonofDavid! Blessed ishewhocomes in the
name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!”
✡

10When he had come into Jerusalem, all
the city was stirred up, saying, “Who is
this?”

11 The multitudes said, “This is the
prophet, Jesus, fromNazareth of Galilee.”

12 Jesus entered into the temple of God
and drove out all of those who sold and
bought in the temple, and overthrew the
money changers’ tables and the seats of
thosewhosold thedoves. 13Hesaid to them,
“It iswritten, ‘Myhouse shall be called a
house of prayer,’✡ but you have made it
a den of robbers!”✡

14 The lame and the blind came to him
in the temple, and he healed them. 15 But
when the chief priests and the scribes saw
the wonderful things that he did, and the
childrenwhowere crying in the temple and
saying, “Hosanna to the son of David!” they
were indignant, 16 and said to him, “Do you
hear what these are saying?”
Jesus said to them, “Yes. Did you never

read, ‘Out of the mouth of children
and nursing babies, you have perfected
praise’?”✡

17He left them and went out of the city to
Bethany, and camped there.

18Now in the morning, as he returned to
the city, he was hungry. 19 Seeing a fig tree

by the road, he came to it and foundnothing
on it but leaves. He said to it, “Let there be
no fruit from you forever!”
Immediately the fig tree withered away.
20 When the disciples saw it, they mar-

veled, saying, “How did the fig tree imme-
diately wither away?”

21 Jesus answered them, “Most certainly
I tell you, if you have faith and don’t
doubt, you will not only do what was
done to the fig tree, but even if you told
this mountain, ‘Be taken up and cast
into the sea,’ it would be done. 22 All
things, whatever you ask in prayer, be-
lieving, youwill receive.”

23When he had come into the temple, the
chief priests and the elders of the people
came to him as he was teaching, and said,
“By what authority do you do these things?
Who gave you this authority?”

24 Jesus answered them, “I also will ask
you one question, which if you tell me, I
likewise will tell you by what authority
I do these things. 25 The baptism of
John, where was it from? From heaven
or frommen?”
They reasoned with themselves, saying,

“If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will ask us,
‘Why thendid younot believehim?’ 26But if
we say, ‘From men,’ we fear the multitude,
for all hold John as a prophet.” 27 They
answered Jesus, and said, “We don’t know.”
He also said to them, “Neither will I

tell you by what authority I do these
things. 28 But what do you think? A
man had two sons, and he came to the
first, and said, ‘Son, gowork today inmy
vineyard.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not,’
but afterwardhe changedhismind, and
went. 30Hecame to the second, and said
thesamething. Heanswered, ‘I’mgoing,
sir,’but he didn’t go. 31Which of the two
did the will of his father?”
They said to him, “The first.”
Jesus said to them, “Most certainly I tell

you that the tax collectors and the pros-
titutes are entering into God’s Kingdom
before you. 32 For John came to you
in the way of righteousness, and you
didn’t believe him; but the tax collec-
tors and the prostitutes believed him.
When you saw it, you didn’t even repent
afterward, that youmight believe him.

33 “Hear another parable. There was
a man who was a master of a household
who planted a vineyard, set a hedge
about it, dug a wine press in it, built
a tower, leased it out to farmers, and
went into another country. 34 When

✡ 21:5 Zechariah 9:9 † 21:9 “Hosanna” means “save us” or “help us, we pray”. ✡ 21:9 Psalms 118:26 ✡ 21:13
Isaiah 56:7 ✡ 21:13 Jeremiah 7:11 ✡ 21:16 Psalms 8:2
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the season for the fruit came near, he
sent his servants to the farmers to re-
ceive his fruit. 35 The farmers took
his servants, beat one, killed another,
and stoned another. 36 Again, he sent
other servants more than the first; and
they treated them the same way. 37But
afterward he sent to them his son, say-
ing, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38 But
the farmers, when they saw the son,
said among themselves, ‘This is the heir.
Come, let’s kill him and seize his inher-
itance.’ 39 So they took him and threw
himoutof thevineyard, thenkilledhim.
40When therefore the lord of the vine-
yard comes, what will he do to those
farmers?”

41 They told him, “He will miserably de-
stroy those miserable men, and will lease
out the vineyard to other farmers who will
give him the fruit in its season.”

42 Jesus said to them, “Did you never
read in the Scriptures,
‘The stone which the builders rejected

wasmade the head of the corner.
This was from the Lord.

It is marvelous in our eyes’?✡
43“Therefore I tellyou,God’sKingdom

will be taken away from you and will
be given to a nation producing its fruit.
44He who falls on this stone will be bro-
ken to pieces, but on whomever it will
fall, it will scatter him as dust.”

45 When the chief priests and the Phar-
isees heard his parables, they perceived
that he spoke about them. 46 When they
sought to seize him, they feared the multi-
tudes, because they considered him to be a
prophet.

22
1 Jesus answered and spoke to themagain

in parables, saying, 2 “The Kingdom of
Heaven is like a certain king, whomade
a wedding feast for his son, 3 and sent
out his servants to call those who were
invited to the wedding feast, but they
would not come. 4 Again he sent out
other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who
are invited, “Behold, I have prepared
mydinner. My cattle andmy fatlings are
killed, and all things are ready. Come
to the wedding feast!” ’ 5But they made
light of it, and went their ways, one
to his own farm, another to his mer-
chandise; 6 and the rest grabbed his
servants, treated them shamefully, and
killed them. 7 When the king heard
that, he was angry, and sent his armies,

destroyedthosemurderers, andburned
their city.

8 “Then he said to his servants, ‘The
wedding is ready, but those who were
invited weren’t worthy. 9Go therefore
to the intersectionsof thehighways, and
as many as you may find, invite to the
wedding feast.’ 10 Those servants went
out into the highways and gathered to-
gether as many as they found, both bad
and good. The wedding was filled with
guests.

11 “But when the king came in to
see the guests, he saw there a man
who didn’t have on wedding clothing,
12 and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did
you come in here not wearing wedding
clothing?’ He was speechless. 13 Then
the king said to the servants, ‘Bind him
hand and foot, take him away, and
throwhiminto theouterdarkness. That
is where the weeping and grinding of
teeth will be.’ 14 For many are called,
but few chosen.”

15Then thePhariseeswentand tookcoun-
sel how they might entrap him in his talk.
16 They sent their disciples to him, along
with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we
know that you are honest, and teach the
way of God in truth, no matter whom you
teach; for you aren’t partial to anyone.
17 Tell us therefore, what do you think? Is
it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?”

18 But Jesus perceived their wickedness,
and said, “Why do you test me, you hyp-
ocrites? 19Showme the taxmoney.”
They brought to him a denarius.
20He asked them, “Whose is this image

and inscription?”
21They said to him, “Caesar’s.”
Thenhe said to them, “Give therefore to

Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and
to God the things that are God’s.”

22When theyheard it, theymarveled, and
left him andwent away.

23On that day Sadducees (those who say
that there is no resurrection) came to him.
They asked him, 24 saying, “Teacher, Moses
said, ‘If a man dies, having no children, his
brother shall marry his wife and raise up
offspring* for his brother.’ 25 Now there
were with us seven brothers. The first
married and died, and having no offspring
left his wife to his brother. 26 In the same
way, the second also, and the third, to the
seventh. 27After them all, the woman died.
28 In the resurrection therefore, whosewife
will she be of the seven? For they all had
her.”

✡ 21:42 Psalms 118:22-23 * 22:24 or, seed
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29 But Jesus answered them, “You are
mistaken, not knowing the Scriptures,
nor the power of God. 30 For in the res-
urrection they neither marry nor are
given in marriage, but are like God’s
angels in heaven. 31But concerning the
resurrection of the dead, haven’t you
read that which was spoken to you by
God, saying, 32 ‘I am the God of Abra-
ham, and the God of Isaac, and the God
of Jacob’?✡ God is not the God of the
dead, but of the living.”

33 When the multitudes heard it, they
were astonished at his teaching.

34But thePharisees,when theyheard that
he had silenced the Sadducees, gathered
themselves together. 35 One of them, a
lawyer, asked him a question, testing him.
36“Teacher,which is the greatest command-
ment in the law?”

37 Jesus said to him, “ ‘You shall love the
Lord your God with all your heart, with
all your soul, and with all your mind.’✡
38 This is the first and great command-
ment. 39A second likewise is this, ‘You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.’✡
40 The whole law and the prophets de-
pend on these two commandments.”

41 Now while the Pharisees were gath-
ered together, Jesus asked them a ques-
tion, 42 saying, “What do you think of the
Christ? Whose son is he?”
They said to him, “Of David.”
43 He said to them, “How then does

David in theSpirit call himLord, saying,
44 ‘The Lord said tomy Lord,

sit onmy right hand,
until I make your enemies a foot-
stool for your feet’?✡

45“If thenDavid calls himLord, how is
he his son?”

46No onewas able to answer him aword,
neither did anymandare askhimanymore
questions from that day forward.

23
1 Then Jesus spoke to the multitudes and

to his disciples, 2 saying, “The scribes and
the Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat. 3 All
things therefore whatever they tell you
to observe, observe and do, but don’t do
their works; for they say, and don’t do.
4 For they bind heavy burdens that are
grievous to be borne, and lay them on

men’s shoulders; but they themselves
will not lift a finger to help them. 5But
they do all their works to be seen by
men. They make their phylacteries*
broad and enlarge the fringes† of their
garments, 6and love the place of honor
at feasts, the best seats in the syna-
gogues, 7 the salutations in the market-
places, and to be called ‘Rabbi, Rabbi’‡
by men. 8 But you are not to be
called ‘Rabbi’, for one is your teacher,
the Christ, and all of you are broth-
ers. 9 Call no man on the earth your
father, for one is your Father, he who
is in heaven. 10Neither be called mas-
ters, for one is your master, the Christ.
11But he who is greatest among you will
be your servant. 12 Whoever exalts
himself will be humbled, and whoever
humbles himself will be exalted.

13 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For you devour widows’
houses, and as a pretense you make
longprayers. Thereforeyouwill receive
greater condemnation.

14 “But woe to you, scribes and Phar-
isees, hypocrites! Because you shut up
theKingdomofHeavenagainstmen; for
you don’t enter in yourselves, neither
do you allow those who are entering in
to enter.§ 15 Woe to you, scribes and
Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel
around by sea and land to make one
proselyte; and when he becomes one,
you make him twice as much a son of
Gehenna* as yourselves.

16 “Woe to you, you blind guides, who
say, ‘Whoever swears by the temple, it is
nothing; butwhoever swearsby thegold
of the temple, he is obligated.’ 17 You
blind fools! For which is greater, the
gold or the temple that sanctifies the
gold? 18 And, ‘Whoever swears by the
altar, it is nothing; but whoever swears
by the gift that is on it, he is obligated.’
19You blind fools! For which is greater,
the gift, or the altar that sanctifies the
gift? 20 He therefore who swears by
the altar, swears by it and by everything
on it. 21He who swears by the temple,
swears by it and by him who has been
living† in it. 22Hewhoswearsbyheaven,
swears by the throne of God and by him
who sits on it.

✡ 22:32 Exodus 3:6 ✡ 22:37 Deuteronomy 6:5 ✡ 22:39 Leviticus 19:18 ✡ 22:44 Psalms 110:1 * 23:5
phylacteries (tefillin in Hebrew) are small leather pouches that some Jewish men wear on their forehead and arm in
prayer. They are used to carry a small scroll with some Scripture in it. See Deuteronomy 6:8. † 23:5 or, tassels
‡ 23:7 NU omits the second “Rabbi”. § 23:14 Some Greek texts reverse the order of verses 13 and 14, and some

omit verse 13, numbering verse 14 as 13. NU omits verse 14. * 23:15 or, Hell † 23:21 NU reads “lives” ‡ 23:23
cumin is an aromatic seed fromCuminum cyminum, resembling caraway in flavor and appearance. It is used as a spice.
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23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For you tithe mint, dill,
and cumin,‡ and have left undone the
weightier matters of the law: justice,
mercy, and faith. But you ought to have
done these, and not to have left the
other undone. 24You blind guides, who
strain out a gnat, and swallow a camel!

25 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For you clean the outside
of the cup and of the platter, but within
they are full of extortion and unrigh-
teousness.§ 26 You blind Pharisee, first
clean the inside of the cup and of the
platter, that its outside may become
clean also.

27 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For you are like whitened
tombs, which outwardly appear beauti-
ful, but inwardly are full of dead men’s
bones and of all uncleanness. 28 Even
so you also outwardly appear righteous
to men, but inwardly you are full of
hypocrisy and iniquity.

29 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For you build the tombs of
the prophets and decorate the tombs of
the righteous, 30and say, ‘Ifwehad lived
in the days of our fathers, we wouldn’t
have been partakers with them in the
bloodof theprophets.’ 31Therefore you
testify to yourselves that you are chil-
dren of those who killed the prophets.
32 Fill up, then, the measure of your fa-
thers. 33 You serpents, you offspring
of vipers, how will you escape the judg-
ment of Gehenna?* 34 Therefore, be-
hold, I send to you prophets, wise men,
and scribes. Some of them you will kill
and crucify; and some of them you will
scourge in your synagogues and perse-
cute from city to city, 35 that on you
may come all the righteous blood shed
on the earth, from the blood of righ-
teousAbel to thebloodofZachariah son
of Barachiah, whom you killed between
the sanctuary and the altar. 36 Most
certainly I tell you, all these things will
come upon this generation.

37 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills
the prophets and stones those who are
sent to her! How often I would have
gathered your children together, even
as a hen gathers her chicks under her
wings, and you would not! 38 Behold,
your house is left to you desolate. 39For
I tell you, you will not see me from now
on, until you say, ‘Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord!’ ”✡

24
1 Jesuswent out from the temple, andwas

going on his way. His disciples came to him
to show him the buildings of the temple.
2 But he answered them, “You see all of
these things, don’t you? Most certainly
I tell you, there will not be left here
one stone on another, that will not be
thrown down.”

3As he sat on theMount of Olives, the dis-
ciples came to him privately, saying, “Tell
us, when will these things be? What is the
sign of your coming, and of the end of the
age?”

4 Jesus answered them, “Be careful that
no one leads you astray. 5 For many
will come in my name, saying, ‘I am
the Christ,’ and will lead many astray.
6 You will hear of wars and rumors of
wars. See that you aren’t troubled, for
all this must happen, but the end is not
yet. 7 For nation will rise against
nation, and kingdom against kingdom;
and there will be famines, plagues, and
earthquakes in various places. 8But all
these things are the beginning of birth
pains.

9 “Then they will deliver you up to
oppression and will kill you. You will
be hated by all of the nations for my
name’ssake. 10Thenmanywill stumble,
and will deliver up one another, and
will hate one another. 11 Many false
prophets will arise and will lead many
astray. 12 Because iniquity will be
multiplied, the love of many will grow
cold. 13 But he who endures to the end
will be saved. 14This Good News of the
Kingdom will be preached in the whole
world for a testimony to all the nations,
and then the endwill come.

15 “When, therefore, you see the
abomination of desolation,✡ which was
spoken of through Daniel the prophet,
standing intheholyplace(let thereader
understand), 16then let thosewhoare in
Judea flee to the mountains. 17Let him
who is on the housetop not go down to
take out the things that are in his house.
18 Let him who is in the field not return
back to get his clothes. 19 But woe to
those who are with child and to nursing
mothers in those days! 20 Pray that
your flight will not be in the winter nor
on a Sabbath, 21 for then there will be
great suffering,* such as has not been
from the beginning of the world until
now, no, nor ever will be. 22 Unless
those days had been shortened, no flesh

§ 23:25 TR reads “self-indulgence” instead of “unrighteousness” * 23:33 or, Hell ✡ 23:39 Psalms 118:26
✡ 24:15 Daniel 9:27; 11:31; 12:11 * 24:21 or, oppression
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wouldhavebeen saved. But for the sake
of the chosen ones, those days will be
shortened.

23 “Then if any man tells you, ‘Behold,
here is the Christ!’ or, ‘There!’ don’t
believe it. 24 For false christs and false
prophets will arise, and they will show
great signs and wonders, so as to lead
astray, if possible, even thechosenones.

25 “Behold, I have told you before-
hand.

26 “If therefore they tell you, ‘Behold,
he is in the wilderness,’ don’t go out; or
‘Behold, he is in the inner rooms,’ don’t
believe it. 27For as the lightningflashes
from the east, and is seen even to the
west, so will the coming of the Son of
Man be. 28 For wherever the carcass
is, that is where the vultures† gather
together.

29 “But immediately after the suffer-
ing‡ of those days, the sun will be dark-
ened, the moon will not give its light,
the stars will fall from the sky, and the
powers of the heavens will be shaken;✡
30andthenthesignof theSonofManwill
appear in the sky. Then all the tribes
of the earth will mourn, and they will
see the Son ofMan coming on the clouds
of the sky with power and great glory.
31Hewill sendouthisangelswithagreat
soundof a trumpet, and theywill gather
together his chosen ones from the four
winds, from one end of the sky to the
other.

32 “Now from the fig tree learn this
parable: When its branch has now be-
come tender and produces its leaves,
you know that the summer is near.
33 Even so you also, when you see all
these things, know that he is near, even
at the doors. 34 Most certainly I tell
you, this generation§will not pass away
until all these things are accomplished.
35Heaven and earth will pass away, but
mywords will not pass away.

36 “But no one knows of that day and
hour, not even the angels of heaven,*
but my Father only. 37 As the days of
Noah were, so will the coming of the
Son of Man be. 38 For as in those
days which were before the flood they
wereeatinganddrinking,marryingand
giving in marriage, until the day that
Noah entered into the ship, 39 and they
didn’t know until the flood came and

took them all away, so will the coming
of the Son of Man be. 40 Then two men
will be in thefield: onewill be takenand
one will be left. 41 Two women will be
grinding at the mill: one will be taken
and onewill be left. 42Watch therefore,
for you don’t know in what hour your
Lord comes. 43 But know this, that if
the master of the house had known in
what watch of the night the thief was
coming, he would have watched, and
would not have allowed his house to be
broken into. 44Therefore also be ready,
for in an hour that you don’t expect, the
Son ofManwill come.

45 “Who then is the faithful and wise
servant, whom his lord has set over his
household, to give them their food in
due season? 46 Blessed is that servant
whom his lord finds doing so when he
comes. 47 Most certainly I tell you
that he will set him over all that he
has. 48 But if that evil servant should
say in his heart, ‘My lord is delaying his
coming,’ 49and begins to beat his fellow
servants, and eat and drink with the
drunkards, 50 the lord of that servant
will come in a day when he doesn’t ex-
pect it and in an hour when he doesn’t
know it, 51andwill cuthim inpieces and
appoint his portionwith the hypocrites.
That is where the weeping and grinding
of teeth will be.

25
1 “Then the Kingdom of Heaven will

be like ten virgins who took their lamps
and went out to meet the bridegroom.
2 Five of them were foolish, and five
were wise. 3 Those who were foolish,
when they took their lamps, took no oil
with them, 4 but the wise took oil in
their vessels with their lamps. 5 Now
while the bridegroom delayed, they all
slumbered and slept. 6But at midnight
there was a cry, ‘Behold! The bride-
groom is coming! Come out to meet
him!’ 7 Then all those virgins arose,
and trimmed their lamps.* 8 The fool-
ish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of
your oil, for our lamps are going out.’
9 But the wise answered, saying, ‘What
if there isn’t enough for us and you?
You go rather to those who sell, and buy
for yourselves.’ 10 While they went
away to buy, the bridegroom came, and
those who were ready went in with him

† 24:28 or, eagles ‡ 24:29 or, oppression ✡ 24:29 Isaiah 13:10; 34:4 § 24:34 The word for “generation”
(genea) can also be translated as “race.” * 24:36 NU adds “nor the son” * 25:7 The end of the wick of an oil lamp
needs to be cut off periodically to avoid having it become cloggedwith carbon deposits. The wick height is also adjusted
so that the flame burns evenly and gives good light without producing a lot of smoke.
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to the wedding feast, and the door was
shut. 11 Afterward the other virgins
also came, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open to
us.’ 12But he answered, ‘Most certainly
I tell you, I don’t know you.’ 13Watch
therefore, for you don’t know the day
nor the hour in which the Son of Man is
coming.

14 “For it is like a man going into an-
other country, who called his own ser-
vants and entrusted his goods to them.
15Toonehegavefivetalents,† toanother
two, to another one, to each according
to his own ability. Then he went on his
journey. 16 Immediately he who re-
ceived the five talents went and traded
with them, and made another five tal-
ents. 17 In the sameway, he alsowho got
the two gained another two. 18 But he
who received the one talent went away
and dug in the earth and hid his lord’s
money.

19 “Now after a long time the lord of
those servants came, and settled ac-
counts with them. 20He who received
the five talents came and brought an-
other five talents, saying, ‘Lord, you de-
livered tomefivetalents. Behold, Ihave
gained another five talents in addition
to them.’

21 “His lord said to him, ‘Well done,
good and faithful servant. You have
been faithful over a few things, I will set
you overmany things. Enter into the joy
of your lord.’

22 “He also who got the two talents
came and said, ‘Lord, you delivered
to me two talents. Behold, I have
gained another two talents in addition
to them.’

23 “His lord said to him, ‘Well done,
good and faithful servant. You have
been faithful over a few things. Iwill set
you overmany things. Enter into the joy
of your lord.’

24 “He also who had received the one
talent came and said, ‘Lord, I knew you
that you are a hardman, reaping where
youdidn’t sow, andgatheringwhereyou
didn’t scatter. 25 I was afraid, and went
away and hid your talent in the earth.
Behold, you have what is yours.’

26 “But his lord answered him, ‘You
wicked and slothful servant. You knew
that I reap where I didn’t sow, and
gather where I didn’t scatter. 27 You
ought therefore to have deposited my
moneywith thebankers, andatmycom-
ing I should have received backmy own

with interest. 28 Take away therefore
the talent from him and give it to him
who has the ten talents. 29 For to
everyone who has will be given, and
he will have abundance, but from him
who doesn’t have, even that which he
has will be taken away. 30 Throw out
the unprofitable servant into the outer
darkness, where there will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.’

31 “But when the Son of Man comes in
his glory, and all the holy angels with
him, then hewill sit on the throne of his
glory. 32Before him all the nations will
be gathered, and he will separate them
one from another, as a shepherd sepa-
rates the sheep from the goats. 33 He
will set the sheep on his right hand, but
the goats on the left. 34 Then the King
will tell those on his right hand, ‘Come,
blessed of my Father, inherit the King-
dom prepared for you from the founda-
tionof theworld; 35for Iwashungryand
you gave me food to eat. I was thirsty
and you gaveme drink. I was a stranger
and you took me in. 36 I was naked
and you clothed me. I was sick and you
visitedme. Iwas inprisonandyoucame
tome.’

37 “Then the righteous will answer
him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you
hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give
you a drink? 38When did we see you as
a stranger and take you in, or nakedand
clothe you? 39When didwe see you sick
or in prison and come to you?’

40 “The King will answer them, ‘Most
certainly I tell you, because you did it to
one of the least of these my brothers,‡
you did it to me.’ 41 Then he will say
also to those on the left hand, ‘Depart
from me, you cursed, into the eternal
fire which is prepared for the devil and
his angels; 42 for I was hungry, and you
didn’t give me food to eat; I was thirsty,
and you gave me no drink; 43 I was
a stranger, and you didn’t take me in;
naked, and you didn’t clothe me; sick,
and in prison, and you didn’t visit me.’

44 “Then they will also answer, saying,
‘Lord, when did we see you hungry, or
thirsty, or a stranger, or naked, or sick,
or in prison, and didn’t help you?’

45 “Then he will answer them, saying,
‘Most certainly I tell you, because you
didn’t do it to one of the least of these,
you didn’t do it to me.’ 46 These will go
away into eternal punishment, but the
righteous into eternal life.”

† 25:15 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds (usually used toweigh silver unless otherwise specified) ‡ 25:40
The word for “brothers” heremay be also correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”
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26
1WhenJesushadfinishedall thesewords,

he said to his disciples, 2 “You know that
after two days the Passover is coming,
and the Son of Man will be delivered up
to be crucified.”

3 Then the chief priests, the scribes, and
the elders of the people were gathered to-
gether in the court of the high priest, who
was called Caiaphas. 4 They took counsel
together that theymight take Jesusbydeceit
andkill him. 5But they said, “Not during the
feast, lest a riot occur among the people.”

6 Now when Jesus was in Bethany, in
the house of Simon the leper, 7 a woman
came to him having an alabaster jar of very
expensive ointment, and she poured it on
his head as he sat at the table. 8 But when
his disciples saw this, they were indignant,
saying, “Whythiswaste? 9For this ointment
might have been sold formuch and given to
the poor.”

10 However, knowing this, Jesus said to
them, “Why do you trouble the woman?
She has done a goodwork forme. 11For
you always have the poor with you, but
you don’t always have me. 12 For in
pouring this ointment on my body, she
did it to prepare me for burial. 13Most
certainly I tell you, wherever this Good
News is preached in the whole world,
what this woman has done will also be
spoken of as amemorial of her.”

14Then one of the twelve, whowas called
Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests
15andsaid, “Whatareyouwilling to giveme
if I deliverhim toyou?” So theyweighedout
for him thirty pieces of silver. 16 From that
time he sought opportunity to betray him.

17 Now on the first day of unleavened
bread, the disciples came to Jesus, saying to
him, “Where do you want us to prepare for
you to eat the Passover?”

18He said, “Go into the city to a certain
person, and tell him, ‘The Teacher says,
“My time is at hand. I will keep the
Passover at your house with my disci-
ples.” ’ ”

19 The disciples did as Jesus commanded
them, and they prepared the Passover.

20 Now when evening had come, he was
reclining at the table with the twelve disci-
ples. 21As they were eating, he said, “Most
certainly I tell you that one of you will
betrayme.”

22 They were exceedingly sorrowful, and
each began to ask him, “It isn’t me, is it,
Lord?”

23 He answered, “He who dipped his
handwithme in the dishwill betrayme.

24The Son of Man goes even as it is writ-
ten of him, but woe to thatman through
whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It
would be better for that man if he had
not been born.”

25 Judas, who betrayed him, answered, “It
isn’t me, is it, Rabbi?”
He said to him, “You said it.”
26 As they were eating, Jesus took bread,

gave thanks for* it, and broke it. He gave
to the disciples and said, “Take, eat; this is
my body.” 27He took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave to them, saying, “All of youdrink
it, 28 for this is my blood of the new
covenant, which is poured out formany
for theremissionof sins. 29But I tell you
that I will not drink of this fruit of the
vine from now on, until that day when
I drink it anew with you in my Father’s
Kingdom.”

30When theyhad sung ahymn, theywent
out to theMount of Olives.

31 Then Jesus said to them, “All of you
will be made to stumble because of me
tonight, for it iswritten, ‘Iwill strike the
shepherd, and the sheepof theflockwill
be scattered.’✡ 32 But after I am raised
up, I will go before you into Galilee.”

33 But Peter answered him, “Even if all
will be made to stumble because of you, I
will never bemade to stumble.”

34 Jesus said to him, “Most certainly I
tell you that tonight, before the rooster
crows, youwill denyme three times.”

35 Peter said to him, “Even if I must die
with you, I will not deny you.” All of the
disciples also said likewise.

36 Then Jesus came with them to a place
called Gethsemane, and said to his dis-
ciples, “Sit here, while I go there and
pray.” 37 He took with him Peter and the
two sons of Zebedee, and began to be sor-
rowful and severely troubled. 38 Then Je-
sus said to them, “My soul is exceedingly
sorrowful, even to death. Stay here and
watch withme.”

39 He went forward a little, fell on his
face, and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it
is possible, let this cup pass away from
me; nevertheless, not what I desire, but
what you desire.”

40 He came to the disciples and found
them sleeping, and said to Peter, “What,
couldn’t you watch with me for one
hour? 41Watch and pray, that you don’t
enter into temptation. The spirit indeed
is willing, but the flesh is weak.”

42Again, a second time hewent away and
prayed, saying, “My Father, if this cup

* 26:26 TR reads “blessed” instead of “gave thanks for” ✡ 26:31 Zechariah 13:7
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can’t pass away from me unless I drink
it, your desire be done.”

43He came again and found them sleep-
ing, for their eyes were heavy. 44 He left
them again, went away, and prayed a third
time, saying the same words. 45 Then he
came to his disciples and said to them, “Are
you still sleeping and resting? Behold,
the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man
is betrayed into the hands of sinners.
46 Arise, let’s be going. Behold, he who
betraysme is at hand.”

47While he was still speaking, behold, Ju-
das, one of the twelve, came, and with him
a great multitude with swords and clubs,
from the chief priests and elders of the
people. 48 Now he who betrayed him had
given them a sign, saying, “Whoever I kiss,
he is the one. Seize him.” 49 Immediately he
came to Jesus, and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!”
and kissed him.

50 Jesus said to him, “Friend, why are
you here?”
Then they came and laid hands on Jesus,

and took him. 51 Behold, one of those who
were with Jesus stretched out his hand and
drew his sword, and struck the servant of
the high priest, and cut off his ear.

52 Then Jesus said to him, “Put your
sword back into its place, for all those
who take the sword will die by the
sword. 53Ordo you think that I couldn’t
ask my Father, and he would even now
sendmemore than twelve legions of an-
gels? 54How then would the Scriptures
be fulfilled that it must be so?”

55 In that hour Jesus said to the multi-
tudes, “Have you come out as against a
robber with swords and clubs to seize
me? I sat daily in the temple teaching,
and you didn’t arrest me. 56But all this
has happened that the Scriptures of the
prophetsmight be fulfilled.”
Then all the disciples left him and fled.
57 Those who had taken Jesus led him

away to Caiaphas the high priest, where
the scribes and the elders were gathered
together. 58 But Peter followed him from a
distance to the court of the high priest, and
entered in and sat with the officers, to see
the end.

59 Now the chief priests, the elders, and
the whole council sought false testimony
against Jesus, that they might put him to
death, 60and they foundnone. Even though
many false witnesses came forward, they
found none. But at last two false witnesses
came forward 61and said, “Thisman said, ‘I
amable to destroy the temple of God, and to
build it in three days.’ ”

62 The high priest stood up and said to
him, “Have you no answer? What is this

that these testify against you?” 63 But Jesus
stayed silent. The high priest answered
him, “I adjure youby the livingGod that you
tell uswhether youare theChrist, the Sonof
God.”

64 Jesus said to him, “You have said so.
Nevertheless, I tell you, after this you
will see the Son of Man sitting at the
right hand of Power, and coming on the
clouds of the sky.”

65 Then the high priest tore his clothing,
saying, “Hehas spoken blasphemy! Why do
we need any more witnesses? Behold, now
you have heard his blasphemy. 66What do
you think?”
They answered, “He is worthy of death!”

67 Then they spat in his face and beat him
with their fists, and some slapped him,
68 saying, “Prophesy to us, you Christ! Who
hit you?”

69 Now Peter was sitting outside in the
court, and amaid came to him, saying, “You
were also with Jesus, the Galilean!”

70But he denied it before themall, saying,
“I don’t knowwhat you are talking about.”

71When he had gone out onto the porch,
someone else saw him and said to those
who were there, “This man also was with
Jesus of Nazareth.”

72Again he denied itwith an oath, “I don’t
know theman.”

73 After a little while those who stood by
came and said to Peter, “Surely you are also
one of them, for your speech makes you
known.”

74Then he began to curse and to swear, “I
don’t know theman!”
Immediately the rooster crowed. 75Peter

remembered thewordwhich Jesushad said
to him, “Before the rooster crows, you
will denyme three times.” Then he went
out and wept bitterly.

27
1 Now when morning had come, all the

chief priests and the elders of the people
took counsel against Jesus to put him to
death. 2 They bound him, led him away,
and delivered him up to Pontius Pilate, the
governor.

3 Then Judas, who betrayed him, when
he saw that Jesus was condemned, felt re-
morse, and brought back the thirty pieces
of silver to the chief priests and elders,
4 saying, “I have sinned in that I betrayed
innocent blood.”
But they said, “What is that to us? You see

to it.”
5 He threw down the pieces of silver in

the sanctuary and departed. Then he went
away and hanged himself.
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6The chief priests took the pieces of silver
and said, “It’s not lawful to put them into
the treasury, since it is the price of blood.”
7 They took counsel, and bought the pot-
ter’s field with them to bury strangers in.
8 Therefore that field has been called “The
Field of Blood” to this day. 9Then thatwhich
was spoken through Jeremiah* the prophet
was fulfilled, saying,
“They took the thirty pieces of silver,

thepriceofhimuponwhomapricehad
been set,

whom some of the children of Israel
priced,

10and they gave them for the potter’s field,
as the Lord commandedme.”✡

11 Now Jesus stood before the governor;
and the governor asked him, saying, “Are
you the King of the Jews?”
Jesus said to him, “So you say.”
12 When he was accused by the chief

priests and elders, he answered nothing.
13 Then Pilate said to him, “Don’t you hear
howmany things they testify against you?”

14 He gave him no answer, not even
one word, so that the governor marveled
greatly.

15 Now at the feast the governor was ac-
customed to release to the multitude one
prisoner whom they desired. 16 They had
then a notable prisoner called Barabbas.
17 When therefore they were gathered to-
gether, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you
want me to release to you? Barabbas, or
Jesus who is called Christ?” 18 For he knew
that because of envy they had delivered
him up.

19 While he was sitting on the judgment
seat, his wife sent to him, saying, “Have
nothing to dowith that righteousman, for I
have sufferedmany things today inadream
because of him.”

20 Now the chief priests and the elders
persuaded the multitudes to ask for Barab-
bas and destroy Jesus. 21 But the governor
answered them, “Which of the two do you
want me to release to you?”
They said, “Barabbas!”
22 Pilate said to them, “What then shall I

do to Jesus who is called Christ?”
They all said to him, “Let him be cruci-

fied!”
23But the governor said, “Why? What evil

has he done?”
But they cried out exceedingly, saying,

“Let him be crucified!”

24 So when Pilate saw that nothing was
being gained, but rather that a disturbance
was starting, he took water and washed
his hands before the multitude, saying, “I
am innocent of the blood of this righteous
person. You see to it.”

25 All the people answered, “May his
blood be on us and on our children!”

26 Then he released Barabbas to them,
but Jesus he flogged and delivered to be
crucified.

27 Then the governor’s soldiers took Je-
sus into the Praetorium, and gathered
the whole garrison together against him.
28 They stripped him and put a scarlet robe
on him. 29 They braided a crown of thorns
andput it onhishead, anda reed inhis right
hand; and they kneeled down before him
and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the
Jews!” 30 They spat on him, and took the
reed and struck him on the head. 31When
theyhadmockedhim, they took the robeoff
him, andputhis clothesonhim, and ledhim
away to crucify him.

32 As they came out, they found a man
of Cyrene, Simon by name, and they com-
pelled him to go with them, that he might
carry his cross. 33 When they came to a
place called “Golgotha”, that is to say, “The
placeof a skull,” 34 theygavehimsourwine†
to drink mixed with gall.‡ When he had
tasted it, he would not drink. 35When they
had crucified him, they divided his clothing
among them, casting lots,§ 36 and they sat
and watched him there. 37 They set up
over his head the accusation against him
written, “THIS IS JESUS, THE KING OF THE
JEWS.”

38Then there were two robbers crucified
with him, one on his right hand and one on
the left.

39Those who passed by blasphemed him,
wagging their heads 40 and saying, “You
whodestroy the temple andbuild it in three
days, save yourself! If you are the Son of
God, come down from the cross!”

41Likewise the chief priests alsomocking
with the scribes, the Pharisees,* and the
elders, said, 42“Hesavedothers, buthe can’t
save himself. If he is the King of Israel, let
him come down from the cross now, and
we will believe in him. 43He trusts in God.
Let God deliver him now, if he wants him;
for he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’ ” 44 The
robbers also who were crucified with him
cast on him the same reproach.

* 27:9 some manuscripts omit “Jeremiah” ✡ 27:10 Zechariah 11:12-13; Jeremiah 19:1-13; 32:6-9 † 27:34 or,

vinegar ‡ 27:34 Gall is a bitter-tasting, dark green oil fromawormwoodplant that is alcoholic in its effect. § 27:35
TR adds “that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet: ‘They divided my garments among them, and for
my clothing they cast lots;’ ” [see Psalms 22:18 and John 19:24] * 27:41 TR omits “the Pharisees” † 27:45 noon
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45 Now from the sixth hour† there was
darkness over all the land until the ninth
hour.‡ 46 About the ninth hour Jesus cried
with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lima§
sabachthani?” That is, “MyGod,myGod,
why have you forsakenme?”✡

47 Some of them who stood there, when
they heard it, said, “This man is calling
Elijah.”

48 Immediately one of them ran and took
a sponge, filled it with vinegar, put it on a
reed, and gave him a drink. 49The rest said,
“Let him be. Let’s see whether Elijah comes
to save him.”

50 Jesus cried againwith a loud voice, and
yielded up his spirit.

51Behold, the veil of the temple was torn
in two from the top to the bottom. The earth
quaked and the rocks were split. 52 The
tombswereopened, andmanybodiesof the
saints who had fallen asleep were raised;
53 and coming out of the tombs after his
resurrection, they entered into the holy city
and appeared to many.

54Now the centurion and thosewhowere
with him watching Jesus, when they saw
the earthquake and the things that were
done,were terrified, saying, “Truly thiswas
the Son of God!”

55 Many women were there watching
from afar, who had followed Jesus from
Galilee, serving him. 56 Among them were
MaryMagdalene,Mary themotherof James
and Joses, and the mother of the sons of
Zebedee.

57 When evening had come, a rich man
from Arimathaea named Joseph, who him-
self was also Jesus’ disciple, came. 58 This
man went to Pilate and asked for Jesus’
body. Then Pilate commanded the body to
be given up. 59 Joseph took the body and
wrapped it in a clean linen cloth 60 and laid
it in his own new tomb, which he had cut
out in the rock. Then he rolled a large stone
against the door of the tomb, and departed.
61MaryMagdalenewas there, and theother
Mary, sitting opposite the tomb.

62 Now on the next day, which was the
day after the Preparation Day, the chief
priests and the Pharisees were gathered
together to Pilate, 63 saying, “Sir, we re-
member what that deceiver said while he
was still alive: ‘After three days I will rise
again.’ 64Command therefore that the tomb
bemade secure until the third day, lest per-
haps his disciples come at night and steal
him away, and tell the people, ‘He is risen

from the dead;’ and the last deception will
be worse than the first.”

65 Pilate said to them, “You have a guard.
Go, make it as secure as you can.” 66So they
went with the guard and made the tomb
secure, sealing the stone.

28
1 Now after the Sabbath, as it began to

dawn on the first day of the week, Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary came to see
the tomb. 2Behold, there was a great earth-
quake, for an angel of the Lord descended
from the sky and came and rolled away the
stone from the door and sat on it. 3His ap-
pearance was like lightning, and his cloth-
ing white as snow. 4 For fear of him, the
guards shook, and became like dead men.
5The angel answered thewomen, “Don’t be
afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus, who
has been crucified. 6 He is not here, for
he has risen, just like he said. Come, see
the place where the Lord was lying. 7 Go
quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has risen
from the dead, and behold, he goes before
you into Galilee; there you will see him.’
Behold, I have told you.”

8 They departed quickly from the tomb
with fear and great joy, and ran to bring his
disciples word. 9 As they went to tell his
disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying,
“Rejoice!”
They came and took hold of his feet, and

worshiped him.
10 Then Jesus said to them, “Don’t be

afraid. Go tell my brothers * that they
should go into Galilee, and there they
will seeme.”

11 Now while they were going, behold,
some of the guards came into the city and
told the chief priests all the things that had
happened. 12 When they were assembled
with the elders and had taken counsel, they
gave a large amount of silver to the soldiers,
13 saying, “Say that his disciples came by
night and stole him away while we slept.
14 If this comes to the governor’s ears, we
will persuade him and make you free of
worry.” 15 So they took the money and did
as they were told. This saying was spread
abroadamong the Jews, andcontinuesuntil
today.

16 But the eleven disciples went into
Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had
sent them. 17 When they saw him, they
bowed down to him; but some doubted.
18 Jesus came to them and spoke to them,
saying, “All authority has been given to

‡ 27:45 3:00 p.m. § 27:46 TR reads “lama” instead of “lima” ✡ 27:46 Psalms 22:1 * 28:10 The word
for “brothers” here may be also correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” † 28:19 TR and NU add
“therefore”
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me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go†
and make disciples of all nations, bap-
tizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
20 teaching them to observe all things
that I commanded you. Behold, I am
with you always, even to the end of the
age.” Amen.
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The Good News According to
Mark

1Thebeginning of theGoodNews of Jesus
Christ, the Son of God.

2As it is written in the prophets,
“Behold,* I sendmymessenger before your

face,
who will prepare your way before
you:✡

3 the voice of one crying in the wilderness,
‘Make ready the way of the Lord!
Make his paths straight!’ ”✡

4 John came baptizing† in the wilderness
and preaching the baptism of repentance
for forgiveness of sins. 5 All the country of
Judea and all those of Jerusalem went out
to him. They were baptized by him in the
Jordan river, confessing their sins. 6 John
was clothedwith camel’s hair and a leather
belt around his waist. He ate locusts and
wild honey. 7 He preached, saying, “After
me comes he who is mightier than I, the
strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to
stoop down and loosen. 8 I baptized you in‡
water, but he will baptize you in the Holy
Spirit.”

9 In those days, Jesus came fromNazareth
of Galilee, and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. 10 Immediately coming up from
the water, he saw the heavens parting and
the Spirit descending on him like a dove.
11A voice came out of the sky, “You are my
beloved Son, in whom I amwell pleased.”

12 Immediately the Spirit drove him out
into the wilderness. 13He was there in the
wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan.
He was with the wild animals; and the an-
gels were serving him.

14Now after John was taken into custody,
Jesus came intoGalilee, preaching theGood
NewsofGod’sKingdom, 15and saying, “The
time is fulfilled, andGod’sKingdomisat
hand! Repent, and believe in the Good
News.”

16 Passing along by the sea of Galilee,
he saw Simon and Andrew, the brother
of Simon, casting a net into the sea, for
they were fishermen. 17 Jesus said to them,
“Comeafterme, andIwillmakeyou into
fishers formen.”

18 Immediately they left their nets, and
followed him.

19Going on a little further from there, he
saw James the son of Zebedee, and John his
brother, whowere also in the boatmending

thenets. 20 Immediatelyhecalled them, and
they left their father, Zebedee, in the boat
with thehired servants, andwentafterhim.

21Theywent into Capernaum, and imme-
diately on the Sabbath day he entered into
the synagogue and taught. 22 They were
astonished at his teaching, for he taught
them as having authority, and not as the
scribes. 23 Immediately there was in their
synagogue a man with an unclean spirit,
andhe cried out, 24saying, “Ha! What dowe
have to do with you, Jesus, you Nazarene?
Have you come to destroy us? I know who
you are: the Holy One of God!”

25 Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be quiet,
and come out of him!”

26The unclean spirit, convulsing him and
crying with a loud voice, came out of him.
27 They were all amazed, so that they ques-
tioned among themselves, saying, “What is
this? A new teaching? For with authority
he commands even the unclean spirits, and
they obey him!” 28 The report of him went
out immediately everywhere into all the
region of Galilee and its surrounding area.

29 Immediately, when they had come out
of the synagogue, they came into the house
of SimonandAndrew,with James and John.
30NowSimon’swife’smother lay sickwith a
fever, and immediately they told him about
her. 31 He came and took her by the hand
and raised her up. The fever left her imme-
diately,§ and she served them.

32At evening, when the sun had set, they
brought to him all who were sick and those
who were possessed by demons. 33 All the
citywas gathered together at the door. 34He
healed many who were sick with various
diseases and cast out many demons. He
didn’t allow the demons to speak, because
they knew him.

35 Early in the morning, while it was still
dark, he rose up and went out, and de-
parted into a deserted place, and prayed
there. 36 Simon and those who were with
him searched for him. 37 They found him
and told him, “Everyone is looking for you.”

38He said to them, “Let’s go elsewhere
into the next towns, that I may preach
there also, because I came out for this
reason.” 39He went into their synagogues
throughout all Galilee, preaching and cast-
ing out demons.

40 A leper came to him, begging him,
kneelingdown tohim, and saying tohim, “If
you want to, you canmakeme clean.”

41 Being moved with compassion, he
stretched out his hand, and touched him,

* 1:2 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”,means lookat, takenotice, observe, see, or gazeat. It is oftenusedas an interjection. ✡ 1:2
Malachi 3:1 ✡ 1:3 Isaiah 40:3 † 1:4 or, immersing ‡ 1:8 The Greek word (en) translated here as “in” could
also be translated as “with” in some contexts. § 1:31 NU omits “immediately”.
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and said to him, “I want to. Be made
clean.” 42 When he had said this, imme-
diately the leprosy departed from him and
he was made clean. 43 He strictly warned
him and immediately sent him out, 44 and
said to him, “See that you say nothing
to anybody, but go show yourself to the
priest and offer for your cleansing the
things which Moses commanded, for a
testimony to them.”

45But hewent out, and began to proclaim
it much, and to spread about the matter,
so that Jesus could no more openly enter
into a city, but was outside in desert places.
People came to him from everywhere.

2
1Whenhe entered again into Capernaum

after some days, it was heard that hewas at
home. 2 Immediately many were gathered
together, so that there was no more room,
not even around the door; and he spoke the
word to them. 3 Four people came, carry-
ing a paralytic to him. 4 When they could
not come near to him for the crowd, they
removed the roofwherehewas. When they
had broken it up, they let down themat that
the paralytic was lying on. 5 Jesus, seeing
their faith, said to the paralytic, “Son, your
sins are forgiven you.”

6 But there were some of the scribes sit-
ting there and reasoning in their hearts,
7 “Why does this man speak blasphemies
like that? Who can forgive sins but God
alone?”

8 Immediately Jesus, perceiving in his
spirit that they so reasoned within them-
selves, said to them, “Why do you reason
these things in your hearts? 9 Which
is easier, to tell the paralytic, ‘Your sins
are forgiven;’ or to say, ‘Arise, and take
up your bed, and walk’? 10But that you
may know that the Son of Man has au-
thority on earth to forgive sins”—he said
to the paralytic— 11 “I tell you, arise, take
up yourmat, and go to your house.”

12He arose, and immediately took up the
matandwentout in frontof themall, so that
they were all amazed and glorified God,
saying, “We never saw anything like this!”

13 He went out again by the seaside. All
the multitude came to him, and he taught
them. 14 As he passed by, he saw Levi the
son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax office. He
said tohim, “Followme.” Andhearoseand
followed him.

15 He was reclining at the table in his
house, andmany tax collectors and sinners
sat down with Jesus and his disciples, for
there were many, and they followed him.
16The scribes and the Pharisees, when they
saw that hewas eatingwith the sinners and

tax collectors, said to his disciples, “Why is
it that he eats and drinkswith tax collectors
and sinners?”

17 When Jesus heard it, he said to them,
“Thosewhoarehealthyhavenoneedfor
a physician, but those who are sick. I
came not to call the righteous, but sin-
ners to repentance.”

18 John’s disciples and the Pharisees were
fasting, and they came and asked him,
“Whydo John’sdisciplesand thedisciplesof
the Pharisees fast, but your disciples don’t
fast?”

19 Jesus said to them, “Can the grooms-
men fast while the bridegroom is with
them? As long as they have the bride-
groomwith them, they can’t fast. 20But
thedayswill comewhenthebridegroom
will be taken away from them, and then
they will fast in that day. 21 No one
sews apiece of unshrunk cloth onanold
garment, or else the patch shrinks and
the new tears away from the old, and
a worse hole is made. 22 No one puts
newwine into old wineskins; or else the
new wine will burst the skins, and the
wine pours out, and the skins will be
destroyed; but they put new wine into
fresh wineskins.”

23 He was going on the Sabbath day
through the grain fields; and his disciples
began, as they went, to pluck the ears of
grain. 24The Pharisees said to him, “Behold,
why do they do that which is not lawful on
the Sabbath day?”

25He said to them, “Did you never read
what David did when he had need and
was hungry—he, and those who were
with him? 26How he entered into God’s
house at the time of Abiathar the high
priest, and ate the show bread, which is
not lawful to eat except for the priests,
and gave also to those who were with
him?”

27 He said to them, “The Sabbath was
made forman, notman for the Sabbath.
28Therefore the Son of Man is lord even
of the Sabbath.”

3
1 He entered again into the synagogue,

and therewas aman therewhose handwas
withered. 2 They watched him, whether
he would heal him on the Sabbath day,
that they might accuse him. 3 He said to
themanwhose handwaswithered, “Stand
up.” 4He said to them, “Is it lawful on the
Sabbath day to do good or to do harm?
To save a life or to kill?” But they were
silent. 5 When he had looked around at
themwith anger, being grieved at the hard-
ening of their hearts, he said to the man,
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“Stretch out your hand.” He stretched
it out, and his handwas restored as healthy
as the other. 6 The Pharisees went out, and
immediately conspired with the Herodians
against him, how theymight destroy him.

7 Jesus withdrew to the sea with his dis-
ciples; and a great multitude followed him
from Galilee, from Judea, 8 from Jerusalem,
from Idumaea, beyond the Jordan, and
those from around Tyre and Sidon. A great
multitude, hearing what great things he
did, came to him. 9 He spoke to his disci-
ples that a little boat should stay near him
because of the crowd, so that they wouldn’t
press on him. 10 For he had healed many,
so that as many as had diseases pressed
on him that they might touch him. 11 The
unclean spirits, whenever they saw him,
fell downbeforehimandcried, “Youare the
SonofGod!” 12Hesternlywarned themthat
they should not make him known.

13 He went up into the mountain and
called to himself those whom he wanted,
and they went to him. 14 He appointed
twelve, that they might be with him, and
that he might send them out to preach
15 and to have authority to heal sicknesses
and to cast out demons: 16 Simon (to whom
he gave the name Peter); 17 James the
son of Zebedee; and John, the brother of
James, (whom he called Boanerges, which
means, SonsofThunder); 18Andrew; Philip;
Bartholomew; Matthew; Thomas; James,
the son of Alphaeus; Thaddaeus; Simon the
Zealot; 19 and Judas Iscariot, who also be-
trayed him.
Then he came into a house. 20 The multi-

tude came togetheragain, so that they could
not so much as eat bread. 21 When his
friends heard it, theywent out to seize him;
for they said, “He is insane.” 22 The scribes
who came down from Jerusalem said, “He
has Beelzebul,” and, “By the prince of the
demons he casts out the demons.”

23Hesummoned themandsaid to themin
parables, “HowcanSatan cast out Satan?
24 If a kingdom is divided against itself,
thatkingdomcannot stand. 25If ahouse
is divided against itself, that house can-
not stand. 26 If Satan has risen up
against himself, and is divided, he can’t
stand, but has an end. 27But no one can
enter into thehouseof thestrongmanto
plunder unless he first binds the strong
man; then hewill plunder his house.

28 “Most certainly I tell you, all sins of
thedescendantsofmanwillbe forgiven,
including their blasphemies withwhich
they may blaspheme; 29 but whoever

may blaspheme against the Holy Spirit
never has forgiveness, but is subject
to eternal condemnation.”* 30 —because
they said, “He has an unclean spirit.”

31Hismother and his brothers came, and
standing outside, they sent to him, calling
him. 32Amultitudewas sitting around him,
and they told him, “Behold, your mother,
your brothers, and your sisters† are outside
looking for you.”

33 He answered them, “Who are my
mother and my brothers?” 34 Looking
around at those who sat around him, he
said, “Behold, mymother andmy broth-
ers! 35For whoever does the will of God
ismy brother, my sister, andmother.”

4
1Again he began to teach by the seaside.

A great multitude was gathered to him, so
that he entered into a boat in the sea and sat
down. All the multitude were on the land
by the sea. 2 He taught them many things
in parables, and told them in his teaching,
3 “Listen! Behold, the farmer went out
to sow. 4 As he sowed, some seed fell
by the road, and the birds* came and
devoured it. 5Others fell on the rocky
ground, where it had little soil, and im-
mediately it sprang up, because it had
no depth of soil. 6 When the sun had
risen, it was scorched; and because it
had no root, it withered away. 7Others
fell among the thorns, and the thorns
grew up and choked it, and it yielded no
fruit. 8Others fell into the good ground
and yielded fruit, growing up and in-
creasing. Some produced thirty times,
some sixty times, and some one hun-
dred times as much.” 9 He said, “Who-
ever has ears to hear, let him hear.”

10 When he was alone, those who were
around him with the twelve asked him
about the parables. 11 He said to them,
“To you is given the mystery of God’s
Kingdom, but to those who are outside,
all things are done in parables, 12 that
‘seeing they may see and not perceive,
and hearing they may hear and not un-
derstand, lest perhaps they should turn
again, and their sins should be forgiven
them.’ ”✡

13 He said to them, “Don’t you under-
stand this parable? How will you un-
derstand all of the parables? 14 The
farmer sows the word. 15 The ones by
the road are the ones where the word
is sown; and when they have heard, im-
mediately Satan comes and takes away

* 3:29 NU reads, guilty of an eternal sin. † 3:32 TR omits “your sisters” * 4:4 TR adds “of the air” ✡ 4:12
Isaiah 6:9-10
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the word which has been sown in them.
16 These in the same way are those who
aresownontherockyplaces,who,when
they have heard the word, immediately
receive it with joy. 17 They have no
root in themselves, but are short-lived.
When oppression or persecution arises
because of the word, immediately they
stumble. 18 Others are those who are
sownamong the thorns. Theseare those
who have heard the word, 19 and the
cares of this age, and the deceitfulness
of riches, and the lusts of other things
entering in choke the word, and it be-
comes unfruitful. 20 Those which were
sown on the good ground are those who
hear the word, accept it, and bear fruit,
somethirty times, somesixty times, and
some one hundred times.”

21 He said to them, “Is a lamp brought
to be put under a basket † or under a
bed? Isn’t it put on a stand? 22For there
is nothing hidden except that it should
be made known, neither was anything
made secret but that it should come to
light. 23 If any man has ears to hear, let
him hear.”

24 He said to them, “Take heed what
you hear. With whatever measure you
measure, it will be measured to you;
andmore will be given to you who hear.
25 For whoever has, to him more will be
given; and he who doesn’t have, even
that which he has will be taken away
fromhim.”

26 He said, “God’s Kingdom is as if
a man should cast seed on the earth,
27 and should sleep and rise night and
day, and the seed should spring up
and grow, though he doesn’t know how.
28For theearthbears fruit by itself: first
the blade, then the ear, then the full
grain in the ear. 29But when the fruit is
ripe, immediately he puts in the sickle,
because the harvest has come.”

30 He said, “How will we liken God’s
Kingdom? Or with what parable will
we illustrate it? 31 It’s like a grain of
mustard seed, which, when it is sown
in the earth, though it is less than all
the seeds that are on the earth, 32 yet
when it is sown, grows up and becomes
greater than all the herbs, and puts out
great branches, so that the birds of the
sky can lodge under its shadow.”

33With many such parables he spoke the
word to them, as they were able to hear
it. 34Without a parable he didn’t speak to
them; but privately to his own disciples he
explained everything.

35 On that day, when evening had come,
he said to them, “Let’sgoover to theother
side.” 36 Leaving the multitude, they took
himwith them, even as he was, in the boat.
Other small boats were also with him. 37A
big wind storm arose, and the waves beat
into the boat, so much that the boat was
already filled. 38 He himself was in the
stern, asleep on the cushion; and theywoke
him up and asked him, “Teacher, don’t you
care that we are dying?”

39 He awoke and rebuked the wind, and
said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” Thewind
ceased and there was a great calm. 40 He
said to them, “Why are you so afraid?
How is it that you have no faith?”

41 They were greatly afraid and said to
one another, “Who then is this, that even
the wind and the sea obey him?”

5
1 They came to the other side of the sea,

into the country of the Gadarenes. 2When
he had come out of the boat, immediately a
man with an unclean spirit met him out of
the tombs. 3He lived in the tombs. Nobody
could bind him any more, not even with
chains, 4 because he had been often bound
with fetters and chains, and the chains had
been torn apart by him, and the fetters
broken in pieces. Nobody had the strength
to tame him. 5 Always, night and day, in
the tombs and in the mountains, he was
crying out, and cutting himself with stones.
6When he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and
bowed down to him, 7and crying out with a
loud voice, he said, “What have I to do with
you, Jesus, you Son of the Most High God? I
adjure you by God, don’t tormentme.” 8For
he said to him, “Comeout of theman, you
unclean spirit!”

9He asked him, “What is your name?”
He said to him, “My name is Legion, for

we are many.” 10He begged himmuch that
he would not send them away out of the
country. 11Now on the mountainside there
was a great herd of pigs feeding. 12 All the
demons begged him, saying, “Send us into
the pigs, that wemay enter into them.”

13 At once Jesus gave them permission.
The unclean spirits came out and entered
into the pigs. The herd of about two thou-
sand rushed down the steep bank into the
sea, and they were drowned in the sea.
14Those who fed the pigs fled, and told it in
the city and in the country.
The people came to see what it was that

had happened. 15 They came to Jesus,
and saw him who had been possessed by
demons sitting, clothed, and in his right

† 4:21 literally, a modion, a drymeasuring basket containing about a peck (about 9 liters)



Mark 5:16 996 Mark 6:11

mind, even him who had the legion; and
they were afraid. 16 Those who saw it de-
clared to them what happened to him who
was possessed by demons, and about the
pigs. 17 They began to beg him to depart
from their region.

18 As he was entering into the boat, he
whohad been possessed by demons begged
him that he might be with him. 19He didn’t
allow him, but said to him, “Go to your
house, to your friends, and tell them
what great things the Lord has done for
you and how he hadmercy on you.”

20Hewenthisway, andbegan toproclaim
in Decapolis how Jesus had done great
things for him, and everyonemarveled.

21 When Jesus had crossed back over in
the boat to the other side, a great multi-
tude was gathered to him; and he was by
the sea. 22 Behold, one of the rulers of
the synagogue, Jairus by name, came; and
seeing him, he fell at his feet 23 and begged
him much, saying, “My little daughter is at
the point of death. Please come and lay
your hands on her, that she may be made
healthy, and live.”

24 He went with him, and a great multi-
tude followed him, and they pressed upon
him on all sides. 25 A certain woman who
had a discharge of blood for twelve years,
26 and had suffered many things by many
physicians, and had spent all that she had,
and was no better, but rather grew worse,
27 having heard the things concerning Je-
sus, came up behind him in the crowd and
touched his clothes. 28 For she said, “If I
just touch his clothes, I will be made well.”
29 Immediately the flow of her blood was
dried up, and she felt in her body that she
was healed of her affliction.

30 Immediately Jesus, perceiving in him-
self that the power had gone out from him,
turned around in the crowd and asked,
“Who touchedmy clothes?”

31 His disciples said to him, “You see the
multitude pressing against you, and you
say, ‘Who touchedme?’ ”

32 He looked around to see her who had
done this thing. 33 But the woman, fear-
ing and trembling, knowing what had been
done to her, cameand fell downbefore him,
and told him all the truth.

34He said to her, “Daughter, your faith
has made you well. Go in peace, and be
cured of your disease.”

35 While he was still speaking, people
came from the synagogue ruler’s house,
saying, “Your daughter is dead. Why bother
the Teacher anymore?”

36 But Jesus, when he heard the message
spoken, immediately said to the ruler of

the synagogue, “Don’t be afraid, only be-
lieve.” 37He allowed no one to follow him
except Peter, James, and John the brother of
James. 38He came to the synagogue ruler’s
house, and he saw an uproar, weeping, and
great wailing. 39When he had entered in,
he said to them, “Why do you make an
uproar andweep? The child is not dead,
but is asleep.”

40They ridiculed him. But he, having put
them all out, took the father of the child,
her mother, and those who were with him,
and went in where the child was lying.
41 Taking the child by the hand, he said
to her, “Talitha cumi!” which means,
being interpreted, “Girl, I tell you, get
up!” 42 Immediately the girl rose up and
walked, for she was twelve years old. They
were amazed with great amazement. 43He
strictly ordered them that no one should
know this, and commanded that something
should be given to her to eat.

6
1 He went out from there. He came

into his own country, and his disciples fol-
lowed him. 2When the Sabbath had come,
he began to teach in the synagogue, and
manyhearing himwere astonished, saying,
“Where did thisman get these things?” and,
“What is the wisdom that is given to this
man, that suchmightyworkscomeaboutby
his hands? 3 Isn’t this the carpenter, the son
of Mary and brother of James, Joses, Judah,
andSimon? Aren’t his sisters herewithus?”
So they were offended at him.

4 Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not
without honor, except in his own coun-
try, and among his own relatives, and in
his own house.” 5He could do no mighty
work there, except that he laid his hands
on a few sick people and healed them. 6He
marveled because of their unbelief.
He went around the villages teaching.

7 He called to himself the twelve, and be-
gan to send them out two by two; and he
gave them authority over the unclean spir-
its. 8He commanded them that they should
takenothing for their journey, except a staff
only: nobread, nowallet, nomoney in their
purse, 9but to wear sandals, and not put on
two tunics. 10He said to them, “Wherever
you enter into a house, stay there until
you depart from there. 11 Whoever
will not receive younorhear you, as you
depart from there, shake off the dust
that is under your feet for a testimony
against them. Assuredly, I tell you, it
will be more tolerable for Sodom and
Gomorrah in the day of judgment than
for that city!”
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12 They went out and preached that
people should repent. 13 They cast out
many demons, and anointed many with oil
who were sick and healed them. 14 King
Herod heard this, for his name had become
known, and he said, “John the Baptizer has
risen from the dead, and therefore these
powers are at work in him.” 15 But others
said, “He is Elijah.” Others said, “He is a
prophet, or like one of the prophets.” 16But
Herod, when he heard this, said, “This is
John, whom I beheaded. He has risen from
thedead.” 17ForHerodhimself had sent out
and arrested John and bound him in prison
for the sake ofHerodias, his brother Philip’s
wife, for he had married her. 18 For John
had said to Herod, “It is not lawful for you
tohaveyourbrother’swife.” 19Herodias set
herself against him and desired to kill him,
but she couldn’t, 20 for Herod feared John,
knowing that he was a righteous and holy
man, and kept him safe. When he heard
him, he did many things, and he heard him
gladly.

21 Then a convenient day came when
Herod on his birthday made a supper for
his nobles, the high officers, and the chief
men of Galilee. 22 When the daughter of
Herodias herself came in and danced, she
pleased Herod and those sitting with him.
The king said to the young lady, “Ask me
whatever you want, and I will give it to
you.” 23 He swore to her, “Whatever you
ask of me, I will give you, up to half of my
kingdom.”

24 She went out and said to her mother,
“What shall I ask?”
She said, “The head of John the Baptizer.”
25 She came in immediately with haste to

the king and requested, “I want you to give
me right now the head of John the Baptizer
on a platter.”

26 The king was exceedingly sorry, but
for the sake of his oaths and of his din-
ner guests, he didn’t wish to refuse her.
27 Immediately the king sent out a soldier of
his guard and commanded to bring John’s
head; andhewent andbeheadedhim in the
prison, 28and brought his head on a platter,
and gave it to the young lady; and the young
lady gave it to her mother.

29 When his disciples heard this, they
came and took up his corpse and laid it in
a tomb.

30 The apostles gathered themselves to-
gether to Jesus, and they told him all things,
whatever they had done, and whatever
they had taught. 31He said to them, “Come
away into a deserted place, and rest

awhile.” For there were many coming and
going, and they had no leisure so much as
to eat. 32 They went away in the boat to
a deserted place by themselves. 33 They*
saw them going, and many recognized him
and ran there on foot from all the cities.
They arrived before them and came to-
gether to him. 34 Jesus came out, saw a
greatmultitude, and he had compassion on
them because they were like sheep without
a shepherd; and he began to teach them
many things. 35When it was late in the day,
his disciples came to him and said, “This
place is deserted, and it is late in the day.
36Send themaway, that theymaygo into the
surrounding country and villages and buy
themselves bread, for they have nothing to
eat.”

37 But he answered them, “You give
them something to eat.”
Theyaskedhim, “Shallwe goandbuy two

hundred denarii† worth of bread and give
them something to eat?”

38Hesaid to them, “Howmany loavesdo
you have? Go see.”
When they knew, they said, “Five, and

two fish.”
39 He commanded them that everyone

should sit down in groups on the green
grass. 40 They sat down in ranks, by hun-
dreds and by fifties. 41 He took the five
loaves and the two fish; and looking up to
heaven, he blessed and broke the loaves,
and he gave to his disciples to set before
them, and he divided the two fish among
them all. 42 They all ate and were filled.
43 They took up twelve baskets full of bro-
ken pieces and also of the fish. 44Thosewho
ate the loaves were‡ five thousandmen.

45 Immediately he made his disciples get
into the boat and go ahead to the other
side, to Bethsaida, while he himself sent the
multitude away. 46After he had taken leave
of them, he went up themountain to pray.

47When evening had come, the boat was
in the middle of the sea, and he was alone
on the land. 48 Seeing them distressed in
rowing, for the wind was contrary to them,
about the fourthwatch of the night he came
to them,walking on the sea; ✡ and hewould
have passed by them, 49but they, when they
saw him walking on the sea, supposed that
it was a ghost, and cried out; 50 for they all
saw him and were troubled. But he imme-
diately spoke with them and said to them,
“Cheer up! It is I!§ Don’t be afraid.”
51 He got into the boat with them; and the
wind ceased, and they were very amazed

* 6:33 TR reads “The multitudes” instead of “They” † 6:37 200 denarii was about 7 or 8 months wages for an

agricultural laborer. ‡ 6:44 TR adds “about” ✡ 6:48 See Job 9:8 § 6:50 or, “I AM!”
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among themselves, and marveled; 52 for
they hadn’t understood about the loaves,
but their hearts were hardened.

53When they had crossed over, they came
to land at Gennesaret and moored to the
shore. 54 When they had come out of the
boat, immediately the people recognized
him, 55 and ran around that whole region,
and began to bring those who were sick
on their mats to where they heard he was.
56 Wherever he entered—into villages, or
into cities, or into the country—they laid the
sick in the marketplaces and begged him
that they might just touch the fringe* of his
garment; and asmany as touchedhimwere
made well.

7
1 Then the Pharisees and some of the

scribes gathered together to him, having
come from Jerusalem. 2 Now when they
saw some of his disciples eating bread
with defiled, that is unwashed, hands, they
found fault. 3 (For the Pharisees and all
the Jews don’t eat unless they wash their
hands and forearms, holding to the tradi-
tion of the elders. 4 They don’t eat when
they come from the marketplace unless
they bathe themselves, and there are many
other things which they have received to
hold to: washings of cups, pitchers, bronze
vessels, and couches.) 5 The Pharisees and
the scribes asked him, “Why don’t your dis-
ciples walk according to the tradition of the
elders, but eat their bread with unwashed
hands?”

6 He answered them, “Well did Isaiah
prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is writ-
ten,
‘This people honorsmewith their lips,

but their heart is far fromme.
7They worshipme in vain,

teachingasdoctrines the command-
ments ofmen.’✡

8“Foryou set aside the commandment
of God, and hold tightly to the tradi-
tion of men—the washing of pitchers
and cups, and you do many other such
things.” 9 He said to them, “Full well do
you reject the commandment of God,
that youmaykeepyour tradition. 10For
Moses said, ‘Honoryour fatherandyour
mother;’✡ and, ‘He who speaks evil of
father or mother, let him be put to
death.’✡ 11But you say, ‘If aman tells his
father or his mother, “Whatever profit
you might have received from me is

Corban,” ’ ”* that is to say, given to God,
12 “then you no longer allow him to do
anything for his father or his mother,
13making void the word of God by your
tradition which you have handed down.
You domany things like this.”

14 He called all the multitude to himself
and said to them, “Hear me, all of you,
and understand. 15 There is nothing
from outside of the man that going into
himcandefile him; but the thingswhich
proceed out of the man are those that
defile the man. 16 If anyone has ears to
hear, let him hear!”†

17 When he had entered into a house
away from the multitude, his disciples
asked him about the parable. 18He said to
them, “Areyoualsowithoutunderstand-
ing? Don’t you perceive that whatever
goes into theman fromoutside can’t de-
file him, 19because it doesn’t go into his
heart, but into his stomach, then into
the latrine, making all foods clean?”‡
20 He said, “That which proceeds out of
the man, that defiles the man. 21 For
from within, out of the hearts of men,
proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, sex-
ual sins, murders, thefts, 22 covetings,
wickedness, deceit, lustful desires, an
evil eye, blasphemy, pride, and foolish-
ness. 23All these evil things come from
within and defile theman.”

24 From there he arose and went away
into the borders of Tyre and Sidon. He
entered into a house and didn’t want any-
one to know it, but he couldn’t escape no-
tice. 25 For a woman whose little daughter
had an unclean spirit, having heard of him,
came and fell down at his feet. 26Now the
woman was a Greek, a Syrophoenician by
race. She begged him that he would cast
the demon out of her daughter. 27But Jesus
said to her, “Let the children be filled
first, for it is not appropriate to take
the children’s bread and throw it to the
dogs.”

28 But she answered him, “Yes, Lord. Yet
even the dogs under the table eat the chil-
dren’s crumbs.”

29 He said to her, “For this saying, go
your way. The demon has gone out of
your daughter.”

30Shewent away to her house, and found
the child having been laid on the bed, with
the demon gone out.

31 Again he departed from the borders
of Tyre and Sidon, and came to the sea of
Galilee through the middle of the region

* 6:56 or, tassel ✡ 7:7 Isaiah 29:13 ✡ 7:10 Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 5:16 ✡ 7:10 Exodus 21:17; Leviticus

20:9 * 7:11 Corban is a Hebrew word for an offering devoted to God. † 7:16 NU omits verse 16. ‡ 7:19 NU
ends Jesus’ direct quote and question after “latrine”, ending the verse with “Thus he declared all foods clean.
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of Decapolis. 32 They brought to him one
who was deaf and had an impediment in
his speech. They begged him to lay his
hand on him. 33 He took him aside from
the multitude privately and put his fingers
into his ears; and he spat and touched his
tongue. 34Looking up to heaven, he sighed,
and said to him, “Ephphatha!” that is,
“Beopened!” 35 Immediately his earswere
opened, and the impediment of his tongue
was released, and he spoke clearly. 36 He
commanded them that they should tell no
one, but the more he commanded them, so
much the more widely they proclaimed it.
37 They were astonished beyond measure,
saying, “He has done all things well. He
makes even the deaf hear and the mute
speak!”

8
1 In those days, when there was a very

great multitude, and they had nothing to
eat, Jesus called his disciples to himself and
said to them, 2 “I have compassion on
themultitude, because theyhavestayed
with me now three days and have noth-
ing to eat. 3 If I send them away fasting
to their home, theywill faint on theway,
for someof themhave comea longway.”

4 His disciples answered him, “From
where could one satisfy these people with
bread here in a deserted place?”

5He asked them, “How many loaves do
you have?”
They said, “Seven.”
6 He commanded the multitude to sit

down on the ground, and he took the seven
loaves. Having given thanks, hebroke them
and gave them to his disciples to serve, and
they served the multitude. 7 They also had
a few small fish. Having blessed them, he
said to serve these also. 8They ate andwere
filled. They tookup sevenbaskets of broken
pieces that were left over. 9 Those who had
eaten were about four thousand. Then he
sent them away.

10 Immediately he entered into the boat
with his disciples and came into the region
of Dalmanutha. 11 The Pharisees came out
and began to question him, seeking from
him a sign from heaven and testing him.
12 He sighed deeply in his spirit and said,
“Why does this generation* seek a sign?
Most certainly I tell you, no sign will be
given to this generation.”

13 He left them, and again entering into
the boat, departed to the other side. 14They
forgot to take bread; and they didn’t have
more than one loaf in the boat with them.
15 He warned them, saying, “Take heed:

beware of the yeast of the Pharisees and
the yeast of Herod.”

16 They reasoned with one another, say-
ing, “It’s because we have no bread.”

17 Jesus, perceiving it, said to them, “Why
do you reason that it’s because youhave
no bread? Don’t you perceive yet or
understand? Is your heart still hard-
ened? 18 Having eyes, don’t you see?
Having ears, don’t you hear? Don’t you
remember? 19 When I broke the five
loaves among the five thousand, how
many baskets full of broken pieces did
you take up?”
They told him, “Twelve.”
20 “When the seven loaves fed the four

thousand, howmanybaskets full of bro-
ken pieces did you take up?”
They told him, “Seven.”
21 He asked them, “Don’t you under-

stand yet?”
22He came to Bethsaida. They brought a

blind man to him and begged him to touch
him. 23He took hold of the blindman by the
hand, and brought him out of the village.
When he had spat on his eyes, and laid
his hands on him, he asked him if he saw
anything.

24He looked up, and said, “I see men, but
I see them like walking trees.”

25 Then again he laid his hands on his
eyes. He looked intently, and was restored,
and saw everyone clearly. 26 He sent him
away to his house, saying, “Don’t enter
into the village, nor tell anyone in the
village.”

27 Jesus went out, with his disciples, into
the villages of Caesarea Philippi. On the
way he asked his disciples, “Who do men
say that I am?”

28 They told him, “John the Baptizer, and
others say Elijah, but others, one of the
prophets.”

29He said to them, “But who do you say
that I am?”
Peter answered, “You are the Christ.”
30He commanded them that they should

tell no one about him. 31He began to teach
them that the Son ofManmust suffermany
things, and be rejected by the elders, the
chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed,
and after three days rise again. 32He spoke
to them openly. Peter took him and began
to rebuke him. 33 But he, turning around
and seeing his disciples, rebuked Peter, and
said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you
have in mind not the things of God, but
the things ofmen.”

34He called themultitude to himself with
his disciples and said to them, “Whoever

* 8:12 The word translated “generation” here (genea) could also be translated “people”, “race”, or “family”.
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wants to come after me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross, and fol-
low me. 35 For whoever wants to save
his lifewill lose it; andwhoeverwill lose
his life for my sake and the sake of the
GoodNewswill save it. 36Forwhat does
it profit a man to gain the whole world
and forfeit his life? 37 For what will a
man give in exchange for his life? 38For
whoever will be ashamed of me and of
my words in this adulterous and sinful
generation, the Son of Man also will be
ashamed of him when he comes in his
Father’s glory with the holy angels.”

9
1He said to them, “Most certainly I tell

you, there are some standing here who
will in no way taste death until they see
God’s Kingdom comewith power.”

2After six days Jesus took with him Peter,
James, and John, and brought themup onto
a high mountain privately by themselves,
and he was changed into another form in
front of them. 3 His clothing became glis-
tening, exceedingly white, like snow, such
as no launderer on earth can whiten them.
4 Elijah and Moses appeared to them, and
they were talking with Jesus.

5 Peter answered Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good
forus tobehere. Let’smake three tents: one
for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”
6 For he didn’t know what to say, for they
were very afraid.

7 A cloud came, overshadowing them,
and a voice came out of the cloud, “This is
my beloved Son. Listen to him.”

8 Suddenly looking around, they saw no
one with them anymore, except Jesus only.

9 As they were coming down from the
mountain, he commanded them that they
should tell no one what things they had
seen, until after the Son of Man had risen
from the dead. 10 They kept this saying
to themselves, questioning what the “rising
from the dead” meant.

11 They asked him, saying, “Why do the
scribes say that Elijahmust come first?”

12He said to them, “Elijah indeed comes
first, and restores all things. How is it
written about the Son of Man, that he
should suffer many things and be de-
spised? 13But I tell you that Elijah has
come, and they have also done to him
whatever they wanted to, even as it is
written about him.”

14 Coming to the disciples, he saw a great
multitude around them, and scribes ques-
tioning them. 15 Immediately all the mul-
titude, when they saw him, were greatly
amazed, and running to him, greeted him.

16 He asked the scribes, “What are you
asking them?”

17 One of the multitude answered,
“Teacher, I brought to you my son, who has
amute spirit; 18andwherever it seizes him,
it throws him down; and he foams at the
mouth, grinds his teeth, and becomes rigid.
I asked your disciples to cast it out, and they
weren’t able.”

19He answered him, “Unbelieving gen-
eration, how long shall I be with you?
How long shall I bear with you? Bring
him tome.”

20They brought him to him, andwhen he
saw him, immediately the spirit convulsed
him and he fell on the ground, wallowing
and foaming at themouth.

21He asked his father, “How long has it
been since this has been happening to
him?”
He said, “From childhood. 22 Often it

has cast him both into the fire and into the
water to destroy him. But if you can do
anything, have compassion on us and help
us.”

23 Jesus said to him, “If you can believe,
all things are possible to him who be-
lieves.”

24 Immediately the father of the child
cried out with tears, “I believe. Help my
unbelief!”

25When Jesus saw that a multitude came
running together, he rebuked the unclean
spirit, saying to him, “You mute and deaf
spirit, I command you, come out of him,
and never enter him again!”

26 After crying out and convulsing him
greatly, it came out of him. The boy became
like one dead, so much that most of them
said, “He is dead.” 27 But Jesus took him by
the hand and raised him up; and he arose.

28 When he had come into the house,
his disciples asked him privately, “Why
couldn’t we cast it out?”

29He said to them, “This kind can come
out by nothing but by prayer and fast-
ing.”

30 They went out from there and passed
through Galilee. He didn’t want anyone to
know it, 31 for hewas teaching his disciples,
and said to them, “TheSonofMan isbeing
handed over to the hands of men, and
they will kill him; andwhen he is killed,
on the third day he will rise again.”

32 But they didn’t understand the saying,
and were afraid to ask him.

33 He came to Capernaum, and when he
was in the house he asked them, “What
were you arguing among yourselves on
the way?”
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34 But they were silent, for they had dis-
puted with one another on the way about
whowas the greatest.

35He sat down and called the twelve; and
he said to them, “If any man wants to be
first, he shall be last of all, and servant
ofall.” 36Hetooka little childandsethimin
themiddle of them. Taking him in his arms,
he said to them, 37“Whoever receives one
such little child in my name receives
me; and whoever receives me, doesn’t
receiveme, but himwho sentme.”

38 John said to him, “Teacher, we saw
someone who doesn’t follow us casting out
demons in yourname; andwe forbadehim,
because he doesn’t follow us.”

39But Jesus said, “Don’t forbid him, for
there is no one who will do a mighty
work inmy name and be able quickly to
speak evil of me. 40 For whoever is not
against us is on our side. 41Forwhoever
will give you a cup of water to drink in
my name because you are Christ’s,most
certainly I tell you, hewill innoway lose
his reward.

42 “Whoever will cause one of these
little oneswhobelieve inme to stumble,
it would be better for him if he were
thrown into the sea with a millstone
hung around his neck. 43 If your hand
causes you to stumble, cut it off. It is
better for you to enter into lifemaimed,
rather thanhaving your twohands to go
into Gehenna, * into the unquenchable
fire, 44 ‘where their worm doesn’t die,
andthefire isnotquenched.’ ✡† 45Ifyour
foot causes you to stumble, cut it off. It
is better for you to enter into life lame,
rather than having your two feet to be
cast into Gehenna, ‡ into the fire that
will never be quenched— 46 ‘where their
worm doesn’t die, and the fire is not
quenched.’ § 47 If your eye causes you to
stumble, throwitout. It isbetter foryou
to enter into God’s Kingdom with one
eye, rather than having two eyes to be
cast into the Gehenna* of fire, 48 ‘where
their worm doesn’t die, and the fire is
not quenched.’ ✡ 49 For everyone will
be salted with fire, and every sacrifice
will be seasoned with salt. 50 Salt is
good, but if the salt has lost its saltiness,
with what will you season it? Have salt
in yourselves, and be at peace with one
another.”

10
1He arose from there and came into the

borders of Judea and beyond the Jordan.
Multitudes came together to him again. As
he usually did, hewas again teaching them.

2 Pharisees came to him testing him, and
asked him, “Is it lawful for aman to divorce
his wife?”

3 He answered, “What did Moses com-
mand you?”

4 They said, “Moses allowed a certificate
of divorce to bewritten, and to divorceher.”

5But Jesus said to them, “For your hard-
ness of heart, he wrote you this com-
mandment. 6 But from the beginning
of the creation, God made them male
and female.✡ 7 For this cause a man
will leave his father and mother, and
will join to his wife, 8 and the two will
become one flesh,✡ so that they are no
longer two, but one flesh. 9What there-
foreGodhas joined together, let noman
separate.”

10 In the house, his disciples asked him
again about the same matter. 11 He said
to them, “Whoever divorces his wife
and marries another commits adultery
against her. 12 If a woman herself
divorces her husband and marries an-
other, she commits adultery.”

13 They were bringing to him little chil-
dren, that he should touch them, but the
disciples rebuked those who were bringing
them. 14 But when Jesus saw it, he was
moved with indignation and said to them,
“Allow the little children to come tome!
Don’t forbid them, for God’s Kingdom
belongs to such as these. 15 Most cer-
tainly I tell you, whoever will not re-
ceive God’s Kingdom like a little child,
hewill in noway enter into it.” 16He took
them in his arms and blessed them, laying
his hands on them.

17 As he was going out into the way, one
ran to him, knelt before him, and asked
him, “Good Teacher, what shall I do that I
may inherit eternal life?”

18 Jesus said to him, “Whydoyoucallme
good? No one is good except one—God.
19Youknowthecommandments: ‘Donot
murder,’ ‘Do not commit adultery,’ ‘Do
not steal,’ ‘Do not give false testimony,’
‘Donotdefraud,’ ‘Honoryour fatherand
mother.’ ”✡

20 He said to him, “Teacher, I have ob-
served all these things frommy youth.”

21 Jesus looking at him loved him, and
said to him, “One thing you lack. Go, sell
whatever you have and give to the poor,
and you will have treasure in heaven;

* 9:43 or, Hell ✡ 9:44 Isaiah 66:24 † 9:44 NU omits verse 44. ‡ 9:45 or, Hell § 9:46 NU omits verse 46.
* 9:47 or, Hell ✡ 9:48 Isaiah 66:24 ✡ 10:6 Genesis 1:27 ✡ 10:8 Genesis 2:24 ✡ 10:19 Exodus 20:12-16;
Deuteronomy 5:16-20
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and come, follow me, taking up the
cross.”

22 But his face fell at that saying, and he
went away sorrowful, for he was one who
had great possessions.

23 Jesus looked around and said to his dis-
ciples, “How difficult it is for those who
have riches to enter into God’s King-
dom!”

24 The disciples were amazed at his
words. But Jesus answered again, “Chil-
dren, how hard it is for those who trust
in riches to enter into God’s Kingdom!
25 It is easier for a camel to go through a
needle’s eye than for a richman to enter
into God’s Kingdom.”

26Theywere exceedingly astonished, say-
ing to him, “Thenwho can be saved?”

27 Jesus, lookingat them, said, “Withmen
it is impossible, but notwithGod, for all
things are possible with God.”

28 Peter began to tell him, “Behold, we
have left all and have followed you.”

29 Jesus said, “Most certainly I tell you,
there is no one who has left house,
or brothers, or sisters, or father, or
mother, or wife, or children, or land,
for my sake, and for the sake of the
Good News, 30 but he will receive one
hundred times more now in this time:
houses, brothers, sisters, mothers, chil-
dren, and land, with persecutions; and
in the age to come eternal life. 31 But
many who are first will be last, and the
last first.”

32 They were on the way, going up to
Jerusalem; and Jesus was going in front of
them, and they were amazed; and those
who followed were afraid. He again took
the twelve, and began to tell them the
things that were going to happen to him.
33“Behold,wearegoingupto Jerusalem.
The Son of Man will be delivered to the
chief priests and the scribes. They will
condemn him to death, and will deliver
him to the Gentiles. 34 They will mock
him, spit on him, scourge him, and kill
him. Onthe thirddayhewill riseagain.”

35 James and John, the sons of Zebedee,
came near to him, saying, “Teacher, we
want you todo foruswhateverwewill ask.”

36 He said to them, “What do you want
me to do for you?”

37 They said to him, “Grant to us that we
may sit, one at your right hand and one at
your left hand, in your glory.”

38 But Jesus said to them, “You don’t
knowwhat you are asking. Are you able
to drink the cup that I drink, and to

be baptized with the baptism that I am
baptized with?”

39They said to him, “We are able.”
Jesus said to them, “You shall indeed

drink the cup that I drink, and you shall
be baptized with the baptism that I am
baptized with; 40 but to sit at my right
hand and at my left hand is not mine
to give, but for whom it has been pre-
pared.”

41When the ten heard it, they began to be
indignant toward James and John.

42 Jesus summoned them and said to
them, “You know that they who are rec-
ognized as rulers over the nations lord
it over them, and their great ones ex-
ercise authority over them. 43 But it
shall not be so among you, but whoever
wants to become great among you shall
be your servant. 44 Whoever of you
wants to become first among you shall
be bondservant of all. 45 For the Son
ofMan also camenot to be served but to
serve, and togivehis lifeasaransomfor
many.”

46 They came to Jericho. As he went
out from Jericho with his disciples and a
great multitude, the son of Timaeus, Barti-
maeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the
road. 47 When he heard that it was Jesus
the Nazarene, he began to cry out and say,
“Jesus, you son of David, have mercy on
me!” 48Many rebuked him, that he should
be quiet, but he cried out much more, “You
son of David, havemercy onme!”

49 Jesus stood still and said, “Call him.”
They called the blindman, saying to him,

“Cheer up! Get up. He is calling you!”
50He, casting away his cloak, sprang up,

and came to Jesus.
51 Jesus asked him, “What do you want

me to do for you?”
The blind man said to him, “Rabboni,*

that I may see again.”
52 Jesus said to him, “Go your way. Your

faith has made you well.” Immediately
he received his sight and followed Jesus on
the way.

11
1 When they came near to Jerusalem, to

Bethsphage* and Bethany, at the Mount of
Olives, he sent twoof his disciples 2and said
to them, “Go your way into the village
that is opposite you. Immediately as
you enter into it, you will find a young
donkey tied, on which no one has sat.
Untie him and bring him. 3 If anyone
asks you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say,

* 10:51 Rabboni is a transliteration of the Hebrew word for “great teacher.” * 11:1 TR & NU read “Bethphage”
instead of “Bethsphage”
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‘The Lord needs him;’ and immediately
he will send him back here.”

4 They went away, and found a young
donkey tied at the door outside in the open
street, and they untied him. 5Some of those
who stood there asked them, “What are you
doing, untying the young donkey?” 6 They
said to them just as Jesus had said, and they
let them go.

7 They brought the young donkey to Je-
sus and threw their garments on it, and
Jesus sat on it. 8 Many spread their gar-
ments on the way, and others were cutting
down branches from the trees and spread-
ing them on the road. 9 Those who went
in front and those who followed cried out,
“Hosanna!† Blessed is he who comes in
the name of the Lord!✡ 10 Blessed is the
kingdom of our father David that is coming
in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the
highest!”

11 Jesus entered into the temple in
Jerusalem. When he had looked around at
everything, it being now evening, he went
out to Bethany with the twelve.

12 The next day, when they had come out
from Bethany, he was hungry. 13 Seeing a
fig tree afar off having leaves, he came to
see if perhaps he might find anything on
it. When he came to it, he found nothing
but leaves, for it was not the season for figs.
14 Jesus told it, “May no one ever eat fruit
from you again!” and his disciples heard
it.

15 They came to Jerusalem, and Jesus en-
tered into the temple and began to throw
out those who sold and those who bought
in the temple, and overthrew the money
changers’ tables and the seats of those who
sold the doves. 16He would not allow any-
one to carry a container through the tem-
ple. 17 He taught, saying to them, “Isn’t it
written, ‘Myhousewill be calledahouse
of prayer for all the nations’?✡ But you
havemade it a den of robbers!”✡

18The chief priests and the scribes heard
it, and sought how they might destroy him.
For they feared him, because all the multi-
tude was astonished at his teaching.

19When evening came, hewent out of the
city. 20 As they passed by in the morning,
they saw the fig tree withered away from
the roots. 21 Peter, remembering, said to
him, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree which you
cursed has withered away.”

22 Jesus answered them, “Have faith in
God. 23 For most certainly I tell you,
whoever may tell this mountain, ‘Be
taken up and cast into the sea,’ and

doesn’t doubt in his heart, but believes
that what he says is happening, he shall
have whatever he says. 24 Therefore
I tell you, all things whatever you pray
and ask for, believe that you have re-
ceived them, and you shall have them.
25Whenever you stand praying, forgive,
if you have anything against anyone;
so that your Father, who is in heaven,
may also forgive you your transgres-
sions. 26 But if you do not forgive, nei-
ther will your Father in heaven forgive
your transgressions.”‡

27 They came again to Jerusalem, and as
he was walking in the temple, the chief
priests, the scribes, and the elders came to
him, 28 and they began saying to him, “By
what authority do you do these things? Or
who gave you this authority to do these
things?”

29 Jesus said to them, “I will ask you
one question. Answer me, and I will
tell you by what authority I do these
things. 30 The baptism of John—was
it from heaven, or from men? Answer
me.”

31 They reasoned with themselves, say-
ing, “If we should say, ‘From heaven;’ he
will say, ‘Why then did you not believe
him?’ 32 If we should say, ‘From men’ ”—
they feared the people, for all held John to
really be aprophet. 33They answered Jesus,
“We don’t know.”
Jesus said to them, “Neither will I tell

youbywhatauthority Ido these things.”

12
1He began to speak to them in parables.

“Aman planted a vineyard, put a hedge
around it, dug a pit for the wine press,
built a tower, rented it out to a farmer,
and went into another country. 2When
it was time, he sent a servant to the
farmer to get from the farmer his share
of the fruit of the vineyard. 3 They
took him, beat him, and sent him away
empty. 4Again, he sent another servant
to them; and they threw stones at him,
wounded him in the head, and sent him
away shamefully treated. 5 Again he
sent another, and they killed him, and
many others, beating some, and killing
some. 6 Therefore still having one, his
beloved son, he sent him last to them,
saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 7But
those farmers said among themselves,
‘This is theheir. Come, let’s kill him, and
the inheritance will be ours.’ 8 They
tookhim, killedhim, andcasthimoutof

† 11:9 “Hosanna”means “save us” or “help us, we pray”. ✡ 11:9 Psalms 118:25-26 ✡ 11:17 Isaiah 56:7 ✡ 11:17
Jeremiah 7:11 ‡ 11:26 NU omits verse 26.
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the vineyard. 9What therefore will the
lord of the vineyard do? He will come
and destroy the farmers, and will give
the vineyard to others. 10Haven’t you
even read this Scripture:
‘The stone which the builders rejected

wasmade the head of the corner.
11This was from the Lord.

It is marvelous in our eyes’?”✡
12They tried to seize him, but they feared

the multitude; for they perceived that he
spoke the parable against them. They
left him and went away. 13 They sent
some of the Pharisees and the Herodians to
him, that they might trap him with words.
14 When they had come, they asked him,
“Teacher, we know that you are honest, and
don’t defer to anyone; for you aren’t partial
to anyone, but truly teach the way of God.
Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?
15 Shall we give, or shall we not give?”
But he, knowing their hypocrisy, said to

them, “Why do you test me? Bring me a
denarius, that I may see it.”

16They brought it.
He said to them, “Whose is this image

and inscription?”
They said to him, “Caesar’s.”
17 Jesus answered them, “Render to Cae-

sar the things that are Caesar’s, and to
God the things that are God’s.”
Theymarveled greatly at him.
18 Some Sadducees, who say that there is

no resurrection, came to him. They asked
him, saying, 19 “Teacher, Moses wrote to us,
‘If a man’s brother dies and leaves a wife
behind him, and leaves no children, that
his brother should take his wife and raise
up offspring for his brother.’ 20 There were
seven brothers. The first took a wife, and
dying left no offspring. 21 The second took
her, and died, leaving no children behind
him. The third likewise; 22 and the seven
took her and left no children. Last of all
thewoman also died. 23 In the resurrection,
when they rise, whose wife will she be of
them? For the seven had her as a wife.”

24 Jesus answered them, “Isn’t this be-
cause you are mistaken, not knowing
the Scriptures nor the power of God?
25Forwhen theywill rise from the dead,
they neither marry nor are given in
marriage, but are like angels in heaven.
26 But about the dead, that they are
raised, haven’t you read in the book of
Moses about theBush, howGod spoke to

him, saying, ‘I am the God of Abraham,
theGodof Isaac, and theGodof Jacob’?✡
27 He is not the God of the dead, but
of the living. You are therefore badly
mistaken.”

28 One of the scribes came and heard
them questioning together, and knowing
thathehadanswered themwell, askedhim,
“Which commandment is the greatest of
all?”

29 Jesus answered, “The greatest is:
‘Hear, Israel, the Lord ourGod, the Lord
is one. 30 You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, with all your
soul, with all your mind, and with all
your strength.’✡ This is the first com-
mandment. 31 The second is like this:
‘You shall love your neighbor as your-
self.’✡ There is no other commandment
greater than these.”

32 The scribe said to him, “Truly, teacher,
you have said well that he is one, and there
is none other but he; 33and to love himwith
all the heart, with all the understanding,
all the soul, and with all the strength, and
to love his neighbor as himself, is more
important than all whole burnt offerings
and sacrifices.”

34 When Jesus saw that he answered
wisely, he said to him, “You are not far
fromGod’s Kingdom.”
No one dared ask him any question after

that. 35 Jesus responded, as he taught in
the temple, “How is it that the scribes
say that the Christ is the son of David?
36 For David himself said in the Holy
Spirit,
‘The Lord said tomy Lord,

“Sit atmy right hand,
until I make your enemies the foot-
stool of your feet.” ’✡

37 Therefore David himself calls him
Lord, so how can he be his son?”
The common people heard him gladly.

38 In his teaching he said to them, “Beware
of the scribes, who like to walk in long
robes, and to get greetings in the mar-
ketplaces, 39 and to get the best seats
in the synagogues and the best places
at feasts, 40 those who devour widows’
houses, and for a pretense make long
prayers. These will receive greater con-
demnation.”

41 Jesus sat down opposite the treasury
and sawhow themultitude castmoney into
the treasury. Many who were rich cast in

✡ 12:11 Psalms 118:22-23 ✡ 12:26 Exodus 3:6 ✡ 12:30 Deuteronomy6:4-5 ✡ 12:31 Leviticus 19:18 ✡ 12:36

Psalms 110:1 * 12:42 literally, lepta (orwidow’smites). Lepta are very small brass coinsworth half a quadrans each,
which is aquarterof thecopperassarion. Leptaareworth less than1%ofanagriculturalworker’sdailywages. † 12:42
A quadrans is a coin worth about 1/64 of a denarius. A denarius is about one day’s wages for an agricultural laborer.
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much. 42 A poor widow came and she cast
in two small brass coins,* which equal a
quadrans coin.† 43He called his disciples to
himself and said to them, “Most certainly
I tell you, this poor widow gave more
than all those who are giving into the
treasury, 44 for they all gave out of their
abundance, but she, out of her poverty,
gave all that she had to live on.”

13
1 As he went out of the temple, one of

his disciples said to him, “Teacher, see what
kind of stones and what kind of buildings!”

2 Jesus said to him, “Do you see these
great buildings? There will not be left
here one stone on another, which will
not be thrown down.”

3Ashe sat on theMountofOlives opposite
the temple, Peter, James, John, and Andrew
asked him privately, 4 “Tell us, when will
these things be? What is the sign that these
things are all about to be fulfilled?”

5 Jesus, answering, began to tell them,
“Be careful that no one leads you astray.
6Formanywill comeinmyname, saying,
‘I am he!’* andwill leadmany astray.

7 “When you hear of wars and rumors
of wars, don’t be troubled. For those
must happen, but the end is not yet.
8For nationwill rise against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom. There will
beearthquakes invariousplaces. There
will be famines and troubles. These
things are the beginning of birth pains.

9 “But watch yourselves, for they will
deliver you up to councils. You will be
beaten in synagogues. You will stand
before rulers and kings formy sake, for
a testimony to them. 10The Good News
mustfirstbepreachedtoall thenations.
11When they lead you away and deliver
you up, don’t be anxious beforehand or
premeditate what you will say, but say
whatever will be given you in that hour.
For it is not youwho speak, but the Holy
Spirit.

12 “Brother will deliver up brother to
death, andthe fatherhis child. Children
will rise up against parents and cause
them to be put to death. 13You will be
hatedbyallmenformyname’s sake, but
hewhoendures to theendwillbesaved.

14 “But when you see the abomina-
tion of desolation,✡ spoken of by Daniel
the prophet, standing where it ought
not” (let the reader understand), “then
let those who are in Judea flee to the
mountains, 15 and let him who is on the

housetop not go down, nor enter in, to
take anything out of his house. 16 Let
himwho is in thefieldnotreturnback to
take his cloak. 17But woe to those who
are with child and to those who nurse
babies in those days! 18 Pray that your
flight won’t be in the winter. 19 For
in those days there will be oppression,
such as there has not been the like from
the beginning of the creationwhichGod
created until now, and never will be.
20 Unless the Lord had shortened the
days, no flesh would have been saved;
but for the sake of the chosen ones,
whom he picked out, he shortened the
days. 21Then if anyone tells you, ‘Look,
here is the Christ!’ or, ‘Look, there!’
don’t believe it. 22For false christs and
false prophets will arise and will show
signs and wonders, that they may lead
astray, if possible, even thechosenones.
23But youwatch.
“Behold, I have told you all things be-

forehand. 24 But in those days, after
that oppression, the sun will be dark-
ened, the moon will not give its light,
25 the stars will be falling from the sky,
and the powers that are in the heavens
will be shaken.✡ 26Then theywill see the
Son of Man coming in clouds with great
power and glory. 27 Then he will send
out his angels, and will gather together
his chosen ones from the four winds,
from the ends of the earth to the ends of
the sky.

28 “Now from the fig tree, learn this
parable. When the branch has now be-
come tender and produces its leaves,
you know that the summer is near;
29 even so you also, when you see these
things coming to pass, know that it is
near, at the doors. 30 Most certainly
I say to you, this generation† will not
pass away until all these things happen.
31Heaven and earth will pass away, but
mywords will not pass away.

32 “But of that day or that hour no
one knows—not even the angels in
heaven, nor the Son, but only the
Father. 33Watch, keep alert, and pray;
for you don’t knowwhen the time is.

34“It is like aman traveling to another
country, having left his house and given
authority to his servants, and to each
one his work, and also commanded the
doorkeeper to keep watch. 35 Watch
therefore, for you don’t know when the
lord of the house is coming—whether
at evening, or at midnight, or when

* 13:6 or, “I AM!” ✡ 13:14 Daniel 9:17; 11:31; 12:11 ✡ 13:25 Isaiah 13:10; 34:4 † 13:30 The word translated
“generation” (genea) could also be translated “race”, “family”, or “people”.
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the rooster crows, or in the morning;
36 lest, coming suddenly, he might find
you sleeping. 37What I tell you, I tell all:
Watch!”

14
1 Itwas now twodays before the Passover

and the Feast of Unleavened Bread, and the
chief priests and the scribes sought how
they might seize him by deception and kill
him. 2 For they said, “Not during the feast,
because there might be a riot among the
people.”

3 While he was at Bethany, in the house
of Simon the leper, as he sat at the table,
a woman came having an alabaster jar of
ointment of pure nard—very costly. She
broke the jar and poured it over his head.
4But there were some who were indignant
among themselves, saying, “Why has this
ointment been wasted? 5 For this might
have been sold for more than three hun-
dred denarii* and given to the poor.” So
they grumbled against her.

6But Jesus said, “Leave her alone. Why
doyou troubleher? Shehasdonea good
work for me. 7 For you always have
the poor with you, and whenever you
want to, you can do them good; but you
will not always have me. 8 She has
done what she could. She has anointed
my body beforehand for the burying.
9Most certainly I tell you, wherever this
Good News may be preached through-
out the whole world, that which this
woman has done will also be spoken of
for amemorial of her.”

10 Judas Iscariot, who was one of the
twelve, went away to the chief priests, that
hemight deliverhim to them. 11They,when
they heard it, were glad, and promised to
give him money. He sought how he might
conveniently deliver him.

12 On the first day of unleavened bread,
when they sacrificed the Passover, his dis-
ciples asked him, “Where do you want us
to go and prepare that you may eat the
Passover?”

13He sent two of his disciples and said to
them, “Go into the city, and there a man
carrying a pitcher of water will meet
you. Follow him, 14 and wherever he
enters in, tell the master of the house,
‘The Teacher says, “Where is the guest
room,where Imayeat thePassoverwith
my disciples?” ’ 15He will himself show
you a large upper room furnished and
ready. Get ready for us there.”

16 His disciples went out, and came into
the city, and found things as he had said to
them, and they prepared the Passover.

17When it was evening he came with the
twelve. 18As they sat andwere eating, Jesus
said, “Mostcertainly I tellyou,oneofyou
will betrayme—hewho eats withme.”

19They began to be sorrowful, and to ask
himoneby one, “Surely not I?”Andanother
said, “Surely not I?”

20 He answered them, “It is one of the
twelve, he who dips withme in the dish.
21For the Son ofMan goes as it iswritten
abouthim,butwoeto thatmanbywhom
the Son of Man is betrayed! It would be
better for that man if he had not been
born.”

22 As they were eating, Jesus took bread,
and when he had blessed it, he broke it and
gave to them, and said, “Take, eat. This is
my body.”

23He took the cup, andwhenhehadgiven
thanks, hegave to them. Theyall drankof it.
24He said to them, “This ismybloodof the
new covenant, which is poured out for
many. 25Most certainly I tell you, I will
no more drink of the fruit of the vine
until that day when I drink it anew in
God’s Kingdom.” 26When they had sung a
hymn, theywent out to theMount of Olives.

27 Jesus said to them, “All of you will be
made to stumble because ofme tonight,
for it is written, ‘I will strike the shep-
herd, and the sheep will be scattered.’✡
28However, after I amraisedup, Iwill go
before you into Galilee.”

29But Peter said to him, “Although all will
be offended, yet I will not.”

30 Jesus said to him, “Most certainly I
tell you that you today, even this night,
before the rooster crows twice, you will
denyme three times.”

31But he spoke all themore, “If I must die
with you, I will not deny you.” They all said
the same thing.

32They came to a placewhichwas named
Gethsemane. He said to his disciples, “Sit
here while I pray.” 33 He took with him
Peter, James, and John, and began to be
greatly troubled and distressed. 34He said
to them, “My soul is exceedingly sorrow-
ful, even todeath. Stayhereandwatch.”

35 He went forward a little, and fell on
the ground, and prayed that if it were pos-
sible, the hour might pass away from him.
36He said, “Abba,† Father, all things are
possible to you. Please remove this cup
from me. However, not what I desire,
but what you desire.”

* 14:5 300 denarii was about a year’s wages for an agricultural laborer. ✡ 14:27 Zechariah 13:7 † 14:36 Abba
is a Greek spelling for the Aramaic word for “Father” or “Daddy” used in a familiar, respectful, and loving way.
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37He came and found them sleeping, and
said to Peter, “Simon, are you sleeping?
Couldn’t you watch one hour? 38Watch
and pray, that you may not enter into
temptation. The spirit indeed is willing,
but the flesh is weak.”

39 Again he went away and prayed, say-
ing the same words. 40 Again he returned
and found them sleeping, for their eyes
were very heavy; and they didn’t know
what to answer him. 41He came the third
time and said to them, “Sleep on now,
and take your rest. It is enough. The
hour has come. Behold, the Son of Man
is betrayed into the hands of sinners.
42Arise! Let’s get going. Behold, he who
betraysme is at hand.”

43 Immediately, while he was still speak-
ing, Judas, one of the twelve, came—and
with him a multitude with swords and
clubs, from the chief priests, the scribes,
and the elders. 44Nowhewhobetrayedhim
had given them a sign, saying, “Whomever
I will kiss, that is he. Seize him, and lead
himaway safely.” 45Whenhehad come, im-
mediately he came to him and said, “Rabbi!
Rabbi!” and kissed him. 46 They laid their
hands on him and seized him. 47 But a
certain one of those who stood by drew his
sword and struck the servant of the high
priest, and cut off his ear.

48 Jesusanswered them, “Haveyoucome
out, as against a robber, with swords
and clubs to seize me? 49 I was daily
withyou in the temple teaching, andyou
didn’t arrest me. But this is so that the
Scripturesmight be fulfilled.”

50 They all left him, and fled. 51 A cer-
tain young man followed him, having a
linen cloth thrown around himself over his
naked body. The young men grabbed him,
52 but he left the linen cloth and fled from
them naked. 53 They led Jesus away to the
high priest. All the chief priests, the elders,
and the scribes came together with him.

54 Peter had followed him from a dis-
tance, until he came into the court of the
high priest. Hewas sitting with the officers,
andwarming himself in the light of the fire.
55Nowthe chief priests and thewhole coun-
cil soughtwitnesses against Jesus toputhim
to death, and found none. 56Formany gave
false testimony against him, and their testi-
mony didn’t agree with each other. 57 Some
stood up and gave false testimony against
him, saying, 58 “We heard him say, ‘I will
destroy this temple that ismadewithhands,
and in three days I will build anothermade
withouthands.’ ” 59Even so, their testimony
didn’t agree.

60 The high priest stood up in the middle,
and asked Jesus, “Have you no answer?

What is it which these testify against you?”
61 But he stayed quiet, and answered noth-
ing. Again the high priest asked him, “Are
you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?”

62 Jesus said, “I am. You will see the
Son of Man sitting at the right hand of
Power, and coming with the clouds of
the sky.”

63 The high priest tore his clothes and
said, “What further need have we of wit-
nesses? 64 You have heard the blasphemy!
What do you think?” They all condemned
him to be worthy of death. 65 Some began
to spit on him, and to cover his face, and to
beat him with fists, and to tell him, “Proph-
esy!” Theofficers struckhimwith thepalms
of their hands.

66 As Peter was in the courtyard below,
one of the maids of the high priest came,
67 and seeing Peter warming himself, she
looked at him and said, “Youwere alsowith
the Nazarene, Jesus!”

68Buthedenied it, saying, “I neitherknow
nor understand what you are saying.” He
went out on the porch, and the rooster
crowed.

69 The maid saw him and began again
to tell those who stood by, “This is one of
them.” 70 But he again denied it. After a
little while again thosewho stood by said to
Peter, “You truly are one of them, for you
are a Galilean, and your speech shows it.”
71 But he began to curse and to swear, “I
don’t know this man of whom you speak!”

72 The rooster crowed the second time.
Peter remembered the words that Jesus
said to him, “Before the rooster crows
twice, you will deny me three times.”
When he thought about that, he wept.

15
1 Immediately in the morning the chief

priests, with the elders, scribes, and the
whole council, held a consultation, bound
Jesus, carried him away, and delivered him
up to Pilate. 2Pilate asked him, “Are you the
King of the Jews?”
He answered, “So you say.”
3 The chief priests accused him of many

things. 4 Pilate again asked him, “Have
you no answer? See how many things they
testify against you!”

5 But Jesus made no further answer, so
that Pilate marveled.

6 Now at the feast he used to release to
them one prisoner, whomever they asked
of him. 7 There was one called Barabbas,
boundwith his fellow insurgents, menwho
in the insurrection had committed murder.
8 The multitude, crying aloud, began to
ask him to do as he always did for them.
9 Pilate answered them, saying, “Do you
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want me to release to you the King of the
Jews?” 10For he perceived that for envy the
chief priests had delivered him up. 11 But
the chief priests stirred up the multitude,
that he should release Barabbas to them
instead. 12 Pilate again asked them, “What
then should I do to him whom you call the
King of the Jews?”

13They cried out again, “Crucify him!”
14Pilate said to them, “Why, what evil has

he done?”
But they cried out exceedingly, “Crucify

him!”
15Pilate, wishing to please the multitude,

released Barabbas to them, and handed
over Jesus, when he had flogged him, to be
crucified.

16 The soldiers led him away within the
court, which is the Praetorium; and they
called together the whole cohort. 17 They
clothed him with purple; and weaving a
crown of thorns, they put it on him. 18They
began to salute him, “Hail, King of the
Jews!” 19 They struck his head with a reed
and spat on him, and bowing their knees,
did homage to him. 20 When they had
mocked him, they took the purple cloak off
him, and put his own garments on him.
They led him out to crucify him.

21 They compelled one passing by, com-
ing from the country, Simon of Cyrene, the
father of Alexander and Rufus, to go with
them that he might bear his cross. 22 They
brought him to the place called Golgotha,
which is, being interpreted, “The place of a
skull.” 23They offeredhimwinemixedwith
myrrh to drink, but he didn’t take it.

24 Crucifying him, they parted his gar-
ments among them, casting lots on them,
what each should take. 25 It was the third
hour* when they crucified him. 26 The
superscription of his accusation was writ-
ten over him: “THE KING OF THE JEWS.”
27With him they crucified two robbers, one
on his right hand, and one on his left. 28The
Scripture was fulfilled which says, “He was
counted with transgressors.”†

29Those who passed by blasphemed him,
wagging their heads and saying, “Ha! You
whodestroy the temple andbuild it in three
days, 30 save yourself, and come down from
the cross!”

31Likewise, also the chief priestsmocking
among themselves with the scribes said,
“He saved others. He can’t save himself.
32 Let the Christ, the King of Israel, now
come down from the cross, that we may
see and believe him.”‡ Those who were
crucified with him also insulted him.

33When the sixth hour§ had come, there
was darkness over the whole land until the
ninth hour.* 34 At the ninth hour Jesus
cried with a loud voice, saying, “Eloi, Eloi,
lama sabachthani?” which is, being inter-
preted, “My God, my God, why have you
forsakenme?” ✡

35Some of those who stood by, when they
heard it, said, “Behold, he is calling Elijah.”

36 One ran, and filling a sponge full of
vinegar, put it on a reed and gave it to him
to drink, saying, “Let him be. Let’s see
whether Elijah comes to take him down.”

37 Jesus cried out with a loud voice, and
gave up the spirit. 38 The veil of the temple
was torn in two from the top to the bottom.
39When the centurion, who stood by oppo-
site him, saw that he cried out like this and
breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man
was the Son of God!”

40Therewere alsowomenwatching from
afar, among whom were both Mary Mag-
dalene and Mary the mother of James the
less and of Joses, and Salome; 41who, when
he was in Galilee, followed him and served
him; andmany other women who came up
with him to Jerusalem.

42When evening had now come, because
it was the Preparation Day, that is, the day
before the Sabbath, 43 Joseph of Arimath-
aea, a prominent council memberwho also
himself was looking for God’s Kingdom,
came. Heboldlywent in toPilate, andasked
for Jesus’ body. 44 Pilate was surprised
to hear that he was already dead; and
summoning the centurion, he asked him
whether he had been dead long. 45 When
he foundout fromthecenturion, hegranted
the body to Joseph. 46 He bought a linen
cloth, and taking him down, wound him in
the linen cloth and laidhim ina tombwhich
had been cut out of a rock. He rolled a
stone against the door of the tomb. 47Mary
Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses,
sawwhere he was laid.

16
1When the Sabbath was past, Mary Mag-

dalene, andMary the mother of James, and
Salomebought spices, that theymight come
and anoint him. 2 Very early on the first
day of the week, they came to the tomb
when the sun had risen. 3Theywere saying
among themselves, “Whowill roll away the
stone from the door of the tomb for us?”
4 for it was very big. Looking up, they saw
that the stone was rolled back.

5 Entering into the tomb, they saw a
youngman sitting on the right side, dressed
in a white robe; and they were amazed.

* 15:25 9:00 a.m. † 15:28 NU omits verse 28. ‡ 15:32 TR omits “him” § 15:33 or, noon * 15:33 3:00 p.m.
✡ 15:34 Psalms 22:1
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6 He said to them, “Don’t be amazed. You
seek Jesus, the Nazarene, who has been
crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See
the place where they laid him! 7But go, tell
his disciples and Peter, ‘He goes before you
into Galilee. There you will see him, as he
said to you.’ ”

8Theywent out,* and fled from the tomb,
for trembling and astonishment had come
on them. They said nothing to anyone; for
they were afraid.†

9 ‡ Now when he had risen early on the
first day of the week, he appeared first
to Mary Magdalene, from whom he had
cast out seven demons. 10 She went and
told those who had been with him, as they
mourned and wept. 11 When they heard
that he was alive and had been seen by her,
they disbelieved.

12 After these things he was revealed in
another formto twoof themas theywalked,
on their way into the country. 13They went
away and told it to the rest. They didn’t
believe them, either.

14 Afterward he was revealed to the
eleven themselves as they sat at the table;
and he rebuked them for their unbelief
and hardness of heart, because they didn’t
believe those who had seen him after he
had risen. 15 He said to them, “Go into
all the world and preach the GoodNews
to the whole creation. 16 He who be-
lieves and is baptized will be saved; but
he who disbelieves will be condemned.
17These signswill accompany thosewho
believe: in my name they will cast out
demons; they will speak with new lan-
guages; 18 they will take up serpents;
and if theydrinkanydeadly thing, itwill
in noway hurt them; theywill lay hands
on the sick, and they will recover.”

19 So then the Lord,§ after he had spoken
to them, was received up into heaven and
sat down at the right hand of God. 20 They
went out and preached everywhere, the
Lord working with them and confirming
the word by the signs that followed. Amen.

* 16:8 TR adds “quickly” † 16:8 One isolated manuscript omits verses 9-20 but adds this “short ending of Mark” to
the end of verse 8: They told all that had been commanded them briefly to those around Peter. After that, Jesus himself
sent them out, from east to west, with the sacred and imperishable proclamation of eternal salvation. ‡ 16:9 NU
includes the text of verses 9-20, but mentions in a footnote that a few manuscripts omitted it. The translators of the
World English Bible regard Mark 16:9-20 as reliable based on an overwhelming majority of textual evidence, including
not only the authoritative GreekMajority Text New Testament, but also the TR andmany of themanuscripts cited in the
NU text. § 16:19 NU adds “Jesus”
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The Good News According to
Luke

1 Since many have undertaken to set in
order a narrative concerning thosematters
which have been fulfilled among us, 2 even
as those who from the beginning were eye-
witnesses and servants of the word deliv-
ered them to us, 3 it seemed good to me
also, having traced the course of all things
accurately from the first, to write to you in
order, most excellent Theophilus; 4 that you
might know the certainty concerning the
things in which you were instructed.

5Therewas in the days of Herod, the king
of Judea, a certain priest named Zacharias,
of the priestly division of Abijah. He had
a wife of the daughters of Aaron, and her
namewas Elizabeth. 6Theywere both righ-
teous before God, walking blamelessly in
all the commandments and ordinances of
the Lord. 7 But they had no child, because
Elizabeth was barren, and they both were
well advanced in years.

8 Now while he executed the priest’s of-
fice before God in the order of his division
9 according to the custom of the priest’s
office, his lot was to enter into the temple
of the Lord and burn incense. 10The whole
multitude of the people were praying out-
side at the hour of incense.

11 An angel of the Lord appeared to him,
standing on the right side of the altar of
incense. 12 Zacharias was troubled when
he saw him, and fear fell upon him. 13 But
the angel said to him, “Don’t be afraid,
Zacharias, because your request has been
heard. Your wife, Elizabeth, will bear you a
son, and you shall call his name John. 14You
will have joy and gladness, and many will
rejoice at his birth. 15 For he will be great
in the sight of the Lord, and he will drink
no wine nor strong drink. He will be filled
with theHoly Spirit, even fromhismother’s
womb. 16Hewill turnmany of the children
of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 He will
go before him in the spirit and power of
Elijah, ‘to turn the hearts of the fathers to
the children,’✡ and the disobedient to the
wisdom of the just; to prepare a people
prepared for the Lord.”

18 Zacharias said to the angel, “How can I
be sure of this? For I amanoldman, andmy
wife is well advanced in years.”

19The angel answeredhim, “I amGabriel,
who stands in the presence of God. I
was sent to speak to you and to bring you

this good news. 20 Behold,* you will be
silent and not able to speak until the day
that these things will happen, because you
didn’t believe my words, which will be ful-
filled in their proper time.”

21The people werewaiting for Zacharias,
and they marveled that he delayed in the
temple. 22When he came out, he could not
speak to them. They perceived that he had
seen a vision in the temple. He continued
making signs to them, and remained mute.
23 When the days of his service were ful-
filled, he departed to his house. 24 After
these days Elizabeth his wife conceived,
and she hid herself five months, saying,
25 “Thus has the Lord done tome in the days
in which he looked at me, to take away my
reproach amongmen.”

26 Now in the sixth month, the angel
Gabriel was sent from God to a city of
Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin
pledged to be married to a man whose
name was Joseph, of David’s house. The
virgin’s namewasMary. 28Having come in,
the angel said to her, “Rejoice, you highly
favored one! The Lord is with you. Blessed
are you among women!”

29But when she saw him, she was greatly
troubledat the saying, andconsideredwhat
kindof salutation thismightbe. 30Theangel
said to her, “Don’t be afraid, Mary, for you
have found favor with God. 31 Behold, you
will conceive in your womb and give birth
to a son, and shall name him ‘Jesus.’ 32He
will be great and will be called the Son of
the Most High. The Lord God will give him
the throne of his fatherDavid, 33andhewill
reignover thehouse of Jacob forever. There
will be no end to his Kingdom.”

34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this
be, seeing I am a virgin?”

35 The angel answered her, “The Holy
Spirit will come on you, and the power of
the Most High will overshadow you. There-
fore also the holy onewho is born from you
will be called the Son ofGod. 36Behold, Eliz-
abethyour relative alsohas conceiveda son
in her old age; and this is the sixth month
with her who was called barren. 37 For
nothing spoken by God is impossible.”†

38Mary said, “Behold, the servant of the
Lord; let it be done to me according to your
word.”
Then the angel departed from her.
39 Mary arose in those days and went

into the hill country with haste, into a city
of Judah, 40 and entered into the house of
Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby

✡ 1:17 Malachi 4:6 * 1:20 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used
as an interjection. † 1:37 or, “For everything spoken by God is possible.”
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leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was
filled with the Holy Spirit. 42 She called
out with a loud voice and said, “Blessed are
you among women, and blessed is the fruit
of your womb! 43 Why am I so favored,
that the mother of my Lord should come to
me? 44 For behold, when the voice of your
greeting came intomyears, thebaby leaped
in my womb for joy! 45 Blessed is she who
believed, for there will be a fulfillment of
the things which have been spoken to her
from the Lord!”

46Mary said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord.

47My spirit has rejoiced in Godmy Sav-
ior,

48 for he has looked at the humble state
of his servant.

For behold, from now on, all generations
will call me blessed.

49 For he who is mighty has done great
things for me.

Holy is his name.
50Hismercy is for generations and gen-
erations on those who fear him.

51He has shown strength with his arm.
He has scattered the proud in the imag-
ination of their hearts.

52 He has put down princes from their
thrones,

and has exalted the lowly.
53Hehas filled the hungrywith good things.

He has sent the rich away empty.
54 He has given help to Israel, his servant,

that hemight remembermercy,
55as he spoke to our fathers,
to Abrahamandhis offspring‡ forever.”

56 Mary stayed with her about three
months, and then returned to her house.

57 Now the time that Elizabeth should
give birth was fulfilled, and she gave birth
to a son. 58 Her neighbors and her rela-
tives heard that the Lord hadmagnified his
mercy toward her, and they rejoiced with
her. 59 On the eighth day, they came to
circumcise the child; and they would have
called him Zacharias, after the name of his
father. 60Hismother answered, “Not so; but
he will be called John.”

61 They said to her, “There is no one
among your relatives who is called by this
name.” 62 They made signs to his father,
what he would have him called.

63 He asked for a writing tablet, and
wrote, “His name is John.”
They all marveled. 64 His mouth was

opened immediately and his tongue freed,
and he spoke, blessing God. 65 Fear came
on all who lived around them, and all these
sayings were talked about throughout all

the hill country of Judea. 66 All who heard
them laid them up in their heart, saying,
“What then will this child be?” The hand of
the Lord was with him.

67His father Zachariaswas filledwith the
Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying,
68 “Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel,

for he has visited and redeemed his
people;

69 and has raised up a horn of salvation for
us in the house of his servant David

70 (as he spoke by themouth of his holy
prophetswhohavebeen fromofold),

71salvation fromourenemies and from
the hand of all who hate us;

72 to showmercy toward our fathers,
to remember his holy covenant,

73 the oath which he swore to Abraham our
father,

74 to grant tous thatwe, beingdelivered
out of the hand of our enemies,

should serve himwithout fear,
75 in holiness and righteousness before
him all the days of our life.

76And you, child, will be called a prophet of
the Most High;

for you will go before the face of the
Lord to prepare his ways,

77 to give knowledge of salvation to his
people by the remission of their sins,

78because of the tender mercy of our God,
by which the dawn from on high will
visit us,

79 to shine on those who sit in darkness
and the shadow of death;

to guide our feet into theway of peace.”
80 The child was growing and becoming

strong in spirit, and was in the desert until
the day of his public appearance to Israel.

2
1 Now in those days, a decree went out

from Caesar Augustus that all the world
should be enrolled. 2 This was the first en-
rollment made when Quirinius was gover-
nor of Syria. 3Allwent to enroll themselves,
everyone to his own city. 4 Joseph also went
up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth,
into Judea, to David’s city, which is called
Bethlehem, because he was of the house
and family of David, 5 to enroll himself with
Mary, who was pledged to be married to
him as wife, being pregnant.

6While theywere there, thedayhadcome
for her to give birth. 7 She gave birth to her
firstborn son. She wrapped him in bands
of cloth and laid him in a feeding trough,
because there was no room for them in the
inn.

8Therewere shepherds in the samecoun-
try staying in the field, and keeping watch

‡ 1:55 or, seed
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by night over their flock. 9Behold, an angel
of the Lord stood by them, and the glory
of the Lord shone around them, and they
were terrified. 10 The angel said to them,
“Don’t be afraid, for behold, I bring you
good news of great joy which will be to all
the people. 11For there is born to you today,
in David’s city, a Savior, who is Christ* the
Lord. 12This is the sign to you: youwill find
a baby wrapped in strips of cloth, lying in
a feeding trough.” 13 Suddenly, there was
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
army praising God and saying,
14 “Glory to God in the highest,

on earth peace, goodwill towardmen.”
15When the angelswent away from them

into the sky, the shepherds said to one an-
other, “Let’s go to Bethlehem, now, and
see this thing that has happened, which
the Lord has made known to us.” 16 They
came with haste and found both Mary and
Joseph, and the baby was lying in the feed-
ing trough. 17When they saw it, they pub-
licizedwidely the sayingwhichwas spoken
to them about this child. 18All who heard it
wondered at the things which were spoken
to them by the shepherds. 19But Mary kept
all these sayings, pondering them in her
heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorify-
ing and praising God for all the things that
they had heard and seen, just as it was told
them.

21When eight days were fulfilled for the
circumcision of the child, his name was
called Jesus, which was given by the angel
before he was conceived in the womb.

22 When the days of their purification
according to the law of Moses were ful-
filled, they brought him up to Jerusalem to
present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in
the law of the Lord, “Everymalewho opens
thewombshallbecalledholy to theLord”),✡
24 and to offer a sacrifice according to that
which is said in the law of the Lord, “A pair
of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.”✡

25 Behold, there was a man in Jerusalem
whose name was Simeon. This man was
righteous and devout, looking for the con-
solation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was
on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by
the Holy Spirit that he should not see death
before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.† 27He
came in theSpirit into the temple. When the
parentsbrought in thechild, Jesus, that they
might do concerning him according to the
custom of the law, 28 then he received him
into his arms and blessed God, and said,
29 “Now you are releasing your servant,

Master,

according to your word, in peace;
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation,

31which you have prepared before the
face of all peoples;

32a light for revelation to the nations,
and the glory of your people Israel.”

33 Joseph and his mother weremarveling
at the things which were spoken concern-
ing him. 34 Simeon blessed them, and said
to Mary, his mother, “Behold, this child
is appointed for the falling and the rising
of many in Israel, and for a sign which is
spoken against. 35 Yes, a sword will pierce
through your own soul, that the thoughts of
many hearts may be revealed.”

36 There was one Anna, a prophetess, the
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher
(she was of a great age, having lived with
a husband seven years from her virginity,
37 and she had been a widow for about
eighty-four years), who didn’t depart from
the temple, worshiping with fastings and
petitionsnight andday. 38Comingupat that
very hour, she gave thanks to the Lord, and
spoke of him to all those who were looking
for redemption in Jerusalem.

39When they had accomplished all things
that were according to the law of the Lord,
they returned into Galilee, to their own city,
Nazareth. 40 The child was growing, and
was becoming strong in spirit, being filled
with wisdom, and the grace of God was
upon him.

41 His parents went every year to
Jerusalem at the feast of the Passover.
42When hewas twelve years old, theywent
up to Jerusalem according to the custom of
the feast; 43and when they had fulfilled the
days, as they were returning, the boy Jesus
stayed behind in Jerusalem. Joseph and
his mother didn’t know it, 44 but supposing
him to be in the company, they went a
day’s journey; and they looked for him
among their relatives and acquaintances.
45When they didn’t find him, they returned
to Jerusalem, looking for him. 46After three
days they found him in the temple, sitting
in themiddle of the teachers, both listening
to them and asking them questions. 47 All
who heard him were amazed at his
understanding and his answers. 48 When
they saw him, they were astonished; and
his mother said to him, “Son, why have you
treated us this way? Behold, your father
and I were anxiously looking for you.”

49He said to them, “Whywere you look-
ing forme? Didn’t you know that I must
be in my Father’s house?” 50 They didn’t
understand the saying which he spoke to

* 2:11 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. ✡ 2:23 Exodus 13:2,12 ✡ 2:24 Leviticus 12:8 † 2:26 “Christ” (Greek)
and “Messiah” (Hebrew) bothmean “Anointed One”
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them. 51And he went down with them and
came to Nazareth. He was subject to them,
and his mother kept all these sayings in her
heart. 52 And Jesus increased in wisdom
andstature, and in favorwithGodandmen.

3
1Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of

Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being gov-
ernor of Judea, and Herod being tetrarch
of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch
of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis,
and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 2 during
the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas,
the word of God came to John, the son of
Zacharias, in thewilderness. 3He came into
all the region around the Jordan, preaching
the baptism of repentance for remission of
sins. 4 As it is written in the book of the
words of Isaiah the prophet,
“The voice of one crying in the wilderness,

‘Make ready the way of the Lord.
Make his paths straight.

5Every valley will be filled.
Every mountain and hill will be brought

low.
The crooked will become straight,
and the rough ways smooth.

6All flesh will see God’s salvation.’ ”✡
7He said therefore to themultitudes who

went out to be baptized by him, “You off-
spring of vipers, who warned you to flee
from the wrath to come? 8 Therefore pro-
duce fruits worthy of repentance, and don’t
begin to say among yourselves, ‘We have
Abraham for our father;’ for I tell you that
God is able to raise up children to Abraham
from these stones! 9 Even now the ax also
lies at the root of the trees. Every tree
therefore that doesn’t produce good fruit is
cut down and thrown into the fire.”

10 The multitudes asked him, “What then
must we do?”

11 He answered them, “He who has two
coats, let him give to himwho has none. He
who has food, let him do likewise.”

12Tax collectors also came to be baptized,
and they said to him, “Teacher, what must
we do?”

13He said to them, “Collect no more than
that which is appointed to you.”

14 Soldiers also asked him, saying, “What
about us? What must we do?”
He said to them, “Extort from no one

by violence, neither accuse anyone wrong-
fully. Be content with your wages.”

15As the people were in expectation, and
allmenreasoned in theirhearts concerning
John, whether perhaps he was the Christ,

16 Johnanswered themall, “I indeedbaptize
you with water, but he comes who is might-
ier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am
notworthy to loosen. Hewill baptize you in
the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing
fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly
cleanse his threshing floor, and will gather
thewheat into his barn; but hewill burn up
the chaffwith unquenchable fire.”

18Then with many other exhortations he
preached good news to the people, 19 but
Herod the tetrarch,* being reproved byhim
for Herodias, his brother’s† wife, and for
all the evil things which Herod had done,
20 added this also to them all, that he shut
up John in prison.

21 Now when all the people were bap-
tized, Jesus also had been baptized andwas
praying. The sky was opened, 22 and the
Holy Spirit descended in a bodily form like
a dove on him; and a voice came out of the
sky, saying “You aremy beloved Son. In you
I amwell pleased.”

23 Jesus himself, when he began to teach,
was about thirty years old, being the son
(aswas supposed) of Joseph, the son of Heli,
24 the son of Matthat, the son of Levi, the
son of Melchi, the son of Jannai, the son of
Joseph, 25 the son of Mattathias, the son of
Amos, the son of Nahum, the son of Esli,
the son of Naggai, 26 the son of Maath, the
son of Mattathias, the son of Semein, the
son of Joseph, the son of Judah, 27 the son of
Joanan, the son of Rhesa, the son of Zerub-
babel, the son of Shealtiel, the son of Neri,
28 the son of Melchi, the son of Addi, the
son of Cosam, the son of Elmodam, the son
of Er, 29 the son of Jose, the son of Eliezer,
the son of Jorim, the son of Matthat, the
son of Levi, 30 the son of Simeon, the son of
Judah, the son of Joseph, the son of Jonan,
the son of Eliakim, 31 the son of Melea, the
son of Menan, the son of Mattatha, the son
of Nathan, the son of David, 32 the son of
Jesse, the son of Obed, the son of Boaz, the
son of Salmon, the son of Nahshon, 33 the
son of Amminadab, the son of Aram,‡ the
son of Hezron, the son of Perez, the son of
Judah, 34 the son of Jacob, the son of Isaac,
the son of Abraham, the son of Terah, the
son of Nahor, 35 the son of Serug, the son of
Reu, the son of Peleg, the son of Eber, the
sonofShelah, 36 the sonofCainan, the sonof
Arphaxad, the sonof Shem, the sonofNoah,
the sonof Lamech, 37 the sonofMethuselah,
the son of Enoch, the son of Jared, the son of
Mahalaleel, the son of Cainan, 38 the son of
Enos, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the
son of God.

✡ 3:6 Isaiah 40:3-5 * 3:19 a tetrarch is one of four governors of a province † 3:19 TR reads “brother Philip’s”
instead of “brother’s” ‡ 3:33 NU reads “Admin, the son of Arni” instead of “Aram”



Luke 4:1 1014 Luke 4:37

4
1 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned

from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit
into the wilderness 2 for forty days, being
tempted by the devil. He ate nothing in
those days. Afterward, when they were
completed, he was hungry.

3 The devil said to him, “If you are the
Son of God, command this stone to become
bread.”

4 Jesus answered him, saying, “It is writ-
ten, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word of God.’ ”✡

5 The devil, leading him up on a high
mountain, showed him all the kingdoms of
the world in a moment of time. 6 The devil
said tohim, “Iwill give youall this authority
and their glory, for it has been delivered
to me, and I give it to whomever I want.
7 If you therefore will worship beforeme, it
will all be yours.”

8 Jesus answered him, “Get behind me,
Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall wor-
ship the Lord your God, and you shall
serve him only.’ ”✡

9 He led him to Jerusalem and set him
on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to
him, “If youare the SonofGod, cast yourself
down from here, 10 for it is written,
‘He will put his angels in charge of you, to

guard you;’
11and,

‘On their hands they will bear you up,
lest perhaps you dash your foot against
a stone.’ ”✡

12 Jesus answering, said to him, “It has
been said, ‘You shall not tempt the Lord
your God.’ ”✡

13 When the devil had completed every
temptation, he departed from him until an-
other time.

14 Jesus returned in thepowerof theSpirit
into Galilee, and news about him spread
through all the surrounding area. 15 He
taught in their synagogues, being glorified
by all.

16 He came to Nazareth, where he had
been brought up. He entered, as was his
custom, into the synagogue on the Sabbath
day, and stood up to read. 17 The book
of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him.
He opened the book, and found the place
where it was written,
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is onme,

because he has anointed me to
preach good news to the poor.

He has sent me to heal the broken
hearted,*

to proclaim release to the captives,

recovering of sight to the blind,
to deliver those who are crushed,
19 and to proclaim the acceptable
year of the Lord.”✡

20He closed the book, gave it back to the
attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in
the synagogue were fastened on him. 21He
began to tell them, “Today, this Scripture
has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

22All testifiedabouthimandwonderedat
the gracious words which proceeded out of
hismouth; and they said, “Isn’t this Joseph’s
son?”

23He said to them, “Doubtless you will
tell me this proverb, ‘Physician, heal
yourself! Whateverwehavehearddone
at Capernaum, do also here in your
hometown.’ ” 24He said, “Most certainly
I tell you, no prophet is acceptable in
his hometown. 25 But truly I tell you,
thereweremanywidows in Israel in the
days of Elijah, when the sky was shut
up three years and six months, when
a great famine came over all the land.
26 Elijah was sent to none of them, ex-
cept to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon,
to a woman who was a widow. 27There
were many lepers in Israel in the time
of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of
themwas cleansed, except Naaman, the
Syrian.”

28 They were all filled with wrath in
the synagogue as they heard these things.
29 They rose up, threw him out of the city,
and led him to the browof the hill that their
citywas built on, that theymight throwhim
off the cliff. 30 But he, passing through the
middle of them, went his way.

31 He came down to Capernaum, a city
of Galilee. He was teaching them on the
Sabbath day, 32 and they were astonished
at his teaching, for his word was with au-
thority. 33 In the synagogue there was a
manwho had a spirit of an unclean demon;
andhe cried outwith a loud voice, 34saying,
“Ah! what have we to do with you, Jesus of
Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I
knowwho you are: the Holy One of God!”

35 Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent
and come out of him!” When the demon
had thrown him down in the middle of
them, he came out of him, having done him
no harm.

36Amazement cameonall and they spoke
together, one with another, saying, “What
is this word? For with authority and power
he commands the unclean spirits, and they
comeout!” 37News about himwent out into
every place of the surrounding region.

✡ 4:4 Deuteronomy8:3 ✡ 4:8 Deuteronomy6:13 ✡ 4:11 Psalms 91:11-12 ✡ 4:12 Deuteronomy6:16 * 4:18
NU omits “to heal the broken hearted” ✡ 4:19 Isaiah 61:1-2
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38He rose up from the synagogue and en-
tered into Simon’s house. Simon’s mother-
in-law was afflicted with a great fever, and
they begged him to help her. 39 He stood
over her and rebuked the fever, and it left
her. Immediately she rose up and served
them. 40When the sunwas setting, all those
who had any sick with various diseases
brought them to him; and he laid his hands
on every one of them, and healed them.
41 Demons also came out of many, crying
out and saying, “You are the Christ, the Son
of God!” Rebuking them, he didn’t allow
them to speak, because they knew that he
was the Christ.

42When it was day, he departed andwent
into an uninhabited place and the multi-
tudes looked for him, and came to him, and
held on to him, so that he wouldn’t go away
from them. 43 But he said to them, “I must
preach the good news of God’s Kingdom
to the other cities also. For this reason
I have been sent.” 44He was preaching in
the synagogues of Galilee.

5
1 Now while the multitude pressed on

him and heard the word of God, he was
standing by the lake of Gennesaret. 2 He
saw two boats standing by the lake, but the
fishermen had gone out of them and were
washing their nets. 3 He entered into one
of the boats, which was Simon’s, and asked
him to put out a little from the land. He sat
down and taught the multitudes from the
boat.

4When he had finished speaking, he said
to Simon, “Put out into the deep and let
down your nets for a catch.”

5 Simon answered him, “Master, we
worked all night and caught nothing; but
at your word I will let down the net.”
6 When they had done this, they caught a
great multitude of fish, and their net was
breaking. 7Theybeckoned to their partners
in theotherboat, that they should comeand
help them. They came andfilled both boats,
so that they began to sink. 8 But Simon
Peter, when he saw it, fell down at Jesus’
knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I am
a sinful man, Lord.” 9 For he was amazed,
and all who were with him, at the catch of
fish which they had caught; 10 and so also
were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who
were partners with Simon.
Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid.

Fromnowonyouwillbecatchingpeople
alive.”

11 When they had brought their boats
to land, they left everything, and followed
him.

12 While he was in one of the cities, be-
hold, therewas aman full of leprosy. When
he saw Jesus, he fell on his face and begged
him, saying, “Lord, if you want to, you can
makeme clean.”

13He stretched out his hand and touched
him, saying, “I want to. Bemade clean.”
Immediately the leprosy left him. 14 He

commanded him to tell no one, “But go
your way and show yourself to the
priest, and offer for your cleansing ac-
cording to what Moses commanded, for
a testimony to them.”

15 But the report concerning him spread
much more, and great multitudes came to-
gether to hear and to be healed by him of
their infirmities. 16 But he withdrew him-
self into the desert and prayed.

17On one of those days, he was teaching;
and there were Pharisees and teachers of
the law sitting by who had come out of ev-
ery village of Galilee, Judea, and Jerusalem.
The power of the Lordwaswith him to heal
them. 18 Behold, men brought a paralyzed
man on a cot, and they sought to bring him
in to lay before Jesus. 19Notfinding away to
bring him in because of themultitude, they
went up to the housetop and let him down
through the tileswithhis cot into themiddle
before Jesus. 20Seeing their faith, he said to
him, “Man, your sins are forgiven you.”

21 The scribes and the Pharisees began
to reason, saying, “Who is this who speaks
blasphemies? Who can forgive sins, but
God alone?”

22 But Jesus, perceiving their thoughts,
answered them, “Why are you reasoning
so in your hearts? 23Which is easier to
say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to
say, ‘Arise and walk’? 24 But that you
may know that the Son of Man has au-
thority on earth to forgive sins,” he said
to the paralyzed man, “I tell you, arise,
take up your cot, and go to your house.”

25 Immediately he rose up before them,
and took up that which he was laying on,
and departed to his house, glorifying God.
26 Amazement took hold on all, and they
glorified God. They were filled with fear,
saying, “We have seen strange things to-
day.”

27After these things he went out and saw
a tax collector named Levi sitting at the tax
office, and said to him, “Followme!”

28 He left everything, and rose up and
followed him. 29Levi made a great feast for
him in his house. There was a great crowd
of tax collectors and others who were re-
clining with them. 30 Their scribes and the
Pharisees murmured against his disciples,
saying, “Why do you eat and drink with the
tax collectors and sinners?”
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31 Jesus answered them, “Thosewho are
healthy have no need for a physician,
but those who are sick do. 32 I have not
come to call the righteous, but sinners,
to repentance.”

33 They said to him, “Why do John’s dis-
ciples often fast and pray, likewise also the
disciples of the Pharisees, but yours eat and
drink?”

34 He said to them, “Can you make the
friends of the bridegroom fastwhile the
bridegroom is with them? 35 But the
days will come when the bridegroom
will be taken away from them. Then
they will fast in those days.”

36 He also told a parable to them. “No
one puts a piece from a new garment on
an old garment, or else he will tear the
new, and also the piece from the new
will not match the old. 37No one puts
new wine into old wine skins, or else
the new wine will burst the skins, and
it will be spilled and the skins will be
destroyed. 38 But new wine must be
put into fresh wine skins, and both are
preserved. 39 No man having drunk
old wine immediately desires new, for
he says, ‘The old is better.’ ”

6
1 Now on the second Sabbath after the

first, he was going through the grain fields.
His disciples plucked the heads of grain and
ate, rubbing themin theirhands. 2But some
of the Pharisees said to them, “Why do you
do that which is not lawful to do on the
Sabbath day?”

3 Jesus, answering them, said, “Haven’t
you read what David did when he was
hungry, he and those who were with
him, 4how he entered into God’s house,
and took and ate the show bread, and
gave also to those who were with him,
which is not lawful to eat except for the
priests alone?” 5 He said to them, “The
Son ofMan is lord of the Sabbath.”

6 It also happened on another Sabbath
that he entered into the synagogue and
taught. There was a man there, and his
right hand was withered. 7The scribes and
the Pharisees watched him, to see whether
he would heal on the Sabbath, that they
might find an accusation against him. 8But
he knew their thoughts; and he said to the
man who had the withered hand, “Rise up
and stand in the middle.” He arose and
stood. 9 Then Jesus said to them, “I will
ask you something: Is it lawful on the
Sabbath to do good, or to do harm? To
savea life, or tokill?” 10He lookedaround

at them all, and said to the man, “Stretch
out your hand.” He did, and his hand was
restored as sound as the other. 11 But they
were filled with rage, and talked with one
another about what theymight do to Jesus.

12 In these days, he went out to themoun-
tain to pray, and he continued all night
in prayer to God. 13 When it was day,
he called his disciples, and from them he
chose twelve, whom he also named apos-
tles: 14 Simon, whom he also named Peter;
Andrew, his brother; James; John; Philip;
Bartholomew; 15Matthew; Thomas; James
the son of Alphaeus; Simon who was called
the Zealot; 16 Judas the son of James; and
Judas Iscariot, who also became a traitor.

17He came downwith them and stood on
a level place, with a crowd of his disciples
and a great number of the people from all
Judea and Jerusalem and the sea coast of
Tyre and Sidon, who came to hear him and
to be healed of their diseases, 18 as well as
thosewhowere troubledbyuncleanspirits;
and they were being healed. 19All the mul-
titude sought to touch him, for power came
out of him and healed them all.

20He lifteduphis eyes tohisdisciples, and
said:
“Blessed are youwho are poor,

for God’s Kingdom is yours.
21Blessed are youwho hunger now,

for youwill be filled.
Blessed are youwhoweep now,

for youwill laugh.
22 Blessed are you when men hate you,

and when they exclude and mock
you, and throw out your name as
evil, for the Son ofMan’s sake.

23 Rejoice in that day and leap for
joy, for behold, your reward
is great in heaven, for their
fathers did the same thing to the
prophets.

24 “But woe to youwho are rich!
For youhave received your consola-
tion.

25Woe to you, youwho are full now,
for youwill be hungry.

Woe to youwho laugh now,
for youwill mourn andweep.

26Woe,*when†men speakwell of you,
for their fathers did the same thing
to the false prophets.

27 “But I tell you who hear: love your
enemies, do good to thosewhohate you,
28 bless those who curse you, and pray
for those who mistreat you. 29 To
him who strikes you on the cheek, offer
also the other; and from him who takes

* 6:26 TR adds “to you” † 6:26 TR adds “all”
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away your cloak, don’t withhold your
coat also. 30Give to everyone who asks
you, and don’t ask him who takes away
your goods to give them back again.

31 “As you would like people to do to
you, do exactly so to them.

32 “If you love those who love you,
what credit is that to you? For even
sinners love those who love them. 33 If
youdogood to thosewhodogood to you,
what credit is that to you? For even
sinners do the same. 34 If you lend to
those from whom you hope to receive,
what credit is that to you? Even sinners
lend tosinners, to receivebackasmuch.
35 But love your enemies, and do good,
and lend, expecting nothing back; and
your reward will be great, and you will
be children of the Most High; for he is
kind toward the unthankful and evil.
36 “Therefore bemerciful,

evenas yourFather is alsomerciful.
37Don’t judge,

and youwon’t be judged.
Don’t condemn,

and youwon’t be condemned.
Set free,

and youwill be set free.
38 “Give, and it will be given to you:

goodmeasure, presseddown, shakento-
gether, and running over, will be given
to you.‡ For with the same measure
youmeasure itwill bemeasuredback to
you.”

39 He spoke a parable to them. “Can
the blind guide the blind? Won’t they
both fall into a pit? 40 A disciple
is not above his teacher, but everyone
when he is fully trained will be like his
teacher. 41 Why do you see the speck
of chaff that is in your brother’s eye,
but don’t consider the beam that is in
your own eye? 42 Or how can you tell
your brother, ‘Brother, let me remove
the speck of chaff that is in your eye,’
when you yourself don’t see the beam
that is in your own eye? You hypocrite!
First remove the beam from your own
eye, and then you can see clearly to re-
move the speck of chaff that is in your
brother’s eye.

43 “For there is no good tree that pro-
duces rotten fruit, nor again a rotten
tree that produces good fruit. 44 For
each tree is known by its own fruit. For
people don’t gather figs from thorns,
nor do they gather grapes from a bram-
ble bush. 45 The good man out of the
good treasure of his heart brings out

that which is good, and the evil man
out of the evil treasure of his heart
brings out that which is evil, for out of
the abundance of the heart, his mouth
speaks.

46 “Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’
and don’t do the things which I say?
47Everyonewho comes tome, and hears
mywordsanddoes them, Iwill showyou
who he is like. 48He is like aman build-
ing a house, who dug andwent deep and
laid a foundation on the rock. When a
flood arose, the stream broke against
that house, and could not shake it, be-
cause it was founded on the rock. 49But
he who hears and doesn’t do, is like
a man who built a house on the earth
without a foundation, againstwhich the
stream broke, and immediately it fell;
and the ruin of that house was great.”

7
1 After he had finished speaking in the

hearing of the people, he entered into Ca-
pernaum. 2 A certain centurion’s servant,
who was dear to him, was sick and at the
point of death. 3 When he heard about
Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews,
asking him to come and save his servant.
4When they came to Jesus, they begged him
earnestly, saying, “He is worthy for you to
do this forhim, 5 forhe lovesournation, and
he built our synagogue for us.” 6 Jesus went
with them. When he was now not far from
thehouse, thecenturionsent friends tohim,
saying to him, “Lord, don’t trouble yourself,
for I am not worthy for you to come under
my roof. 7 Therefore I didn’t even think
myself worthy to come to you; but say the
word, and my servant will be healed. 8 For
I also am a man placed under authority,
having undermyself soldiers. I tell this one,
‘Go!’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come!’
and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,’
and he does it.”

9When Jesus heard these things, he mar-
veled at him, and turned and said to the
multitude who followed him, “I tell you, I
have not found such great faith, no, not
in Israel.” 10Those who were sent, return-
ing to thehouse, found that the servantwho
had been sick was well.

11 Soon afterwards, he went to a city
called Nain. Many of his disciples, along
with a great multitude, went with him.
12Nowwhenhe camenear to the gate of the
city, behold, one whowas deadwas carried
out, the only born* son of his mother, and
she was a widow. Many people of the city

‡ 6:38 literally, into your bosom. * 7:12 The phrase “only born” is from the Greek word “μονογενη”, which is
sometimes translated “only begotten” or “one and only”.
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were with her. 13 When the Lord saw her,
he had compassion on her and said to her,
“Don’t cry.” 14He came near and touched
the coffin, and the bearers stood still. He
said, “Youngman, I tell you, arise!” 15He
who was dead sat up and began to speak.
Then he gave him to his mother.

16Fear took hold of all, and they glorified
God, saying, “A great prophet has arisen
among us!” and, “God has visited his peo-
ple!” 17 This report went out concerning
him in the whole of Judea and in all the
surrounding region.

18The disciples of John told him about all
these things. 19 John, calling to himself two
of his disciples, sent them to Jesus, saying,
“Are you the one who is coming, or should
we look for another?” 20When themen had
come to him, they said, “John the Baptizer
has sent us to you, saying, ‘Are you he who
comes, or should we look for another?’ ”

21 In that hour he cured many of diseases
and plagues and evil spirits; and to many
who were blind he gave sight. 22 Jesus an-
swered them, “Goand tell John the things
which you have seen and heard: that
the blind receive their sight, the lame
walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf
hear, the dead are raised up, and the
poor have good news preached to them.
23Blessed ishewhofindsnooccasion for
stumbling inme.”

24When John’smessengers haddeparted,
he began to tell the multitudes about John,
“Whatdidyougoout into thewilderness
to see? A reed shaken by the wind?
25But what did you go out to see? Aman
clothed in soft clothing? Behold, those
whoaregorgeouslydressedandlivedel-
icately are in kings’ courts. 26But what
did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I
tell you, andmuchmore thanaprophet.
27This is he of whom it is written,
‘Behold, I send my messenger before

your face,
who will prepare your way before
you.’✡

28 “For I tell you, among thosewho are
born of women there is not a greater
prophet than John the Baptizer; yet he
who is least in God’s Kingdom is greater
than he.”

29 When all the people and the tax col-
lectors heard this, they declared God to be
just, having been baptized with John’s bap-
tism. 30 But the Pharisees and the lawyers
rejected the counsel of God, not being bap-
tized by him themselves.

31 † “To what then should I compare
the people of this generation? What are

they like? 32They are like children who
sit in the marketplace and call to one
another, saying, ‘We piped to you, and
you didn’t dance. Wemourned, and you
didn’t weep.’ 33 For John the Baptizer
came neither eating bread nor drinking
wine, and you say, ‘He has a demon.’
34 The Son of Man has come eating and
drinking, and you say, ‘Behold, a glutton
and a drunkard, a friend of tax collec-
tors and sinners!’ 35Wisdom is justified
by all her children.”

36One of the Pharisees invited him to eat
with him. He entered into the Pharisee’s
house and sat at the table. 37 Behold, a
woman in the city who was a sinner, when
she knew that he was reclining in the Phar-
isee’s house, brought an alabaster jar of
ointment. 38 Standing behind at his feet
weeping, she began to wet his feet with her
tears, and she wiped them with the hair of
herhead, kissedhis feet, andanointed them
with the ointment. 39Now when the Phar-
isee who had invited him saw it, he said to
himself, “This man, if he were a prophet,
would have perceived who and what kind
of woman this is who touches him, that she
is a sinner.”

40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have
something to tell you.”
He said, “Teacher, say on.”
41 “A certain lender had two debtors.

The one owedfive hundred denarii, and
the other fifty. 42When they couldn’t
pay, he forgave them both. Which of
them therefore will love himmost?”

43 Simon answered, “He, I suppose, to
whom he forgave themost.”
He said to him, “You have judged cor-

rectly.” 44 Turning to the woman, he said
to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I
entered into your house, and you gave
me no water for my feet, but she has
wet my feet with her tears, and wiped
them with the hair of her head. 45You
gave me no kiss, but she, since the time
I came in, has not ceased to kiss my
feet. 46You didn’t anoint my head with
oil, but she has anointed my feet with
ointment. 47 Therefore I tell you, her
sins, which are many, are forgiven, for
she loved much. But one to whom little
is forgiven, loves little.” 48He said to her,
“Your sins are forgiven.”

49 Those who sat at the table with him
began to say to themselves, “Who is this
who even forgives sins?”

50He said to thewoman, “Your faith has
saved you. Go in peace.”

✡ 7:27 Malachi 3:1 † 7:31 TR adds “But the Lord said,”
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8
1Soonafterwards, hewentabout through

cities and villages, preaching and bringing
the good news of God’s Kingdom. With him
were the twelve, 2 and certain women who
had been healed of evil spirits and infirmi-
ties: Marywhowas calledMagdalene, from
whom seven demons had gone out; 3 and
Joanna, the wife of Chuzas, Herod’s stew-
ard; Susanna; andmany others who served
them* from their possessions. 4 When a
great multitude came together and people
from every city were coming to him, he
spoke by a parable: 5 “The farmer went
out to sow his seed. As he sowed, some
fell along the road, and it was trampled
under foot, and the birds of the sky de-
voured it. 6Other seed fell on the rock,
and as soon as it grew, it withered away,
because it had nomoisture. 7Other fell
amid the thorns, and the thorns grew
with it and choked it. 8Other fell into
thegoodgroundandgrewandproduced
one hundred times as much fruit.” As
he said these things, he called out, “Hewho
has ears to hear, let him hear!”

9 Then his disciples asked him, “What
does this parable mean?”

10 He said, “To you it is given to know
the mysteries of God’s Kingdom, but to
the rest it is given in parables, that ‘see-
ing they may not see, and hearing they
may not understand.’✡

11 “Now the parable is this: The seed
is the word of God. 12 Those along the
road are those who hear; then the devil
comes and takes away the word from
their heart, that they may not believe
and be saved. 13 Those on the rock
are they who, when they hear, receive
the word with joy; but these have no
root. They believe for a while, then fall
away in time of temptation. 14 What
fell among the thorns, these are those
who have heard, and as they go on their
way they are choked with cares, riches,
and pleasures of life; and they bring no
fruit to maturity. 15 Those in the good
ground, these are those who with an
honestandgoodheart, havingheardthe
word, hold it tightly, and produce fruit
with perseverance.

16 “No one, when he has lit a lamp,
covers it with a container or puts it un-
der a bed; but puts it on a stand, that
those who enter in may see the light.
17 For nothing is hidden that will not be
revealed, nor anything secret that will
not be known and come to light. 18 Be
careful therefore how you hear. For

whoever has, to him will be given; and
whoever doesn’t have, from himwill be
takenawayeven thatwhichhe thinkshe
has.”

19His mother and brothers came to him,
and they could not come near him for the
crowd. 20 Some people told him, “Your
mother and your brothers stand outside,
desiring to see you.”

21 But he answered them, “My mother
andmybrothers are thesewho hear the
word of God and do it.”

22 Now on one of those days, he entered
into a boat, himself and his disciples, and
he said to them, “Let’s go over to the
other side of the lake.” So they launched
out. 23 But as they sailed, he fell asleep. A
wind storm came down on the lake, and
they were taking on dangerous amounts of
water. 24They came to him and awoke him,
saying, “Master, Master, we are dying!” He
awokeandrebuked thewindand theraging
of the water; then they ceased, and it was
calm.✡ 25He said to them, “Where is your
faith?” Being afraid, theymarveled, saying
to one another, “Who is this then, that he
commands even the winds and the water,
and they obey him?”

26 Then they arrived at the country of
the Gadarenes, which is opposite Galilee.
27 When Jesus stepped ashore, a certain
man out of the city who had demons for
a long time met him. He wore no clothes,
and didn’t live in a house, but in the tombs.
28When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell
down before him, and with a loud voice
said, “What do I have to do with you, Je-
sus, you Son of the Most High God? I beg
you, don’t torment me!” 29 For Jesus was
commanding the unclean spirit to come out
of the man. For the unclean spirit had
often seized the man. He was kept under
guard and bound with chains and fetters.
Breaking the bonds apart, hewas driven by
the demon into the desert.

30 Jesus asked him, “What is your
name?”
He said, “Legion,” for many demons had

entered into him. 31 They begged him that
he would not command them to go into the
abyss.

32 Now there was there a herd of many
pigs feeding on the mountain, and they
begged him that he would allow them to
enter into those. Then he allowed them.
33 The demons came out of the man and
entered into the pigs, and the herd rushed
down the steep bank into the lake andwere
drowned.

* 8:3 TR reads “him” instead of “them” ✡ 8:10 Isaiah 6:9 ✡ 8:24 See Psalms 107:29



Luke 8:34 1020 Luke 9:13

34 When those who fed them saw what
had happened, they fled and told it in the
city and in the country.

35 People went out to see what had hap-
pened. They came to Jesus and found the
man fromwhom the demons had gone out,
sitting at Jesus’ feet, clothed and in his right
mind; and they were afraid. 36 Those who
saw it told them how he who had been
possessed by demons was healed. 37All the
people of the surrounding country of the
Gadarenes asked him to depart from them,
for they were very much afraid. Then he
entered into the boat and returned. 38 But
the man from whom the demons had gone
out begged him that he might go with him,
but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39 “Return
to your house, and declare what great
things God has done for you.” He went
his way, proclaiming throughout the whole
city what great things Jesus had done for
him.

40 When Jesus returned, the multitude
welcomedhim, for theywere allwaiting for
him. 41 Behold, a man named Jairus came.
He was a ruler of the synagogue. He fell
down at Jesus’ feet and begged him to come
into his house, 42 for he had an only born†
daughter, about twelve years of age, and
she was dying. But as he went, the multi-
tudes pressed against him. 43Awomanwho
had a flow of blood for twelve years, who
had spent all her living on physicians and
could not be healed by any, 44 came behind
him and touched the fringe‡ of his cloak.
Immediately the flow of her blood stopped.

45 Jesus said, “Who touchedme?”
When all denied it, Peter and those with

him said, “Master, the multitudes press and
jostle you, and you say, ‘Who touched
me?’”

46 But Jesus said, “Someone did touch
me, for I perceived that power has gone
out of me.” 47When the woman saw that
she was not hidden, she came trembling;
and falling down before him declared to
him in the presence of all the people the
reason why she had touched him, and how
she was healed immediately. 48 He said to
her, “Daughter, cheer up. Your faith has
made youwell. Go in peace.”

49While he still spoke, one from the ruler
of the synagogue’s house came, saying to
him, “Your daughter is dead. Don’t trouble
the Teacher.”

50 But Jesus hearing it, answered him,
“Don’t be afraid. Only believe, and she
will be healed.”

51When he came to the house, he didn’t
allow anyone to enter in, except Peter, John,
James, the father of the child, and her
mother. 52All were weeping and mourning
her, but he said, “Don’t weep. She isn’t
dead, but sleeping.”

53 They were ridiculing him, knowing
that she was dead. 54 But he put them all
outside, and taking her by the hand, he
called, saying, “Child, arise!” 55Her spirit
returned, and she rose up immediately. He
commanded that something be given to her
to eat. 56Her parents were amazed, but he
commanded them to tell no one what had
been done.

9
1He called the twelve* together and gave

thempower and authority over all demons,
and to cure diseases. 2 He sent them out
to preach God’s Kingdom and to heal the
sick. 3 He said to them, “Take nothing
for your journey—no staffs, nor wallet,
nor bread, nor money. Don’t have two
tunics each. 4 Into whatever house
you enter, stay there, and depart from
there. 5As many as don’t receive you,
when you depart from that city, shake
off even the dust from your feet for a
testimony against them.”

6 They departed and went throughout
the villages, preaching the Good News and
healing everywhere.

7 Now Herod the tetrarch heard of all
that was done by him; and he was very
perplexed, because it was said by some that
Johnhad risen from thedead, 8andby some
that Elijahhadappeared, andbyothers that
one of the old prophets had risen again.
9Herod said, “I beheaded John, but who is
this about whom I hear such things?” He
sought to see him.

10 The apostles, when they had returned,
told himwhat things they had done.
He took them and withdrew apart to a

desert region of† a city called Bethsaida.
11 But the multitudes, perceiving it, fol-
lowed him. He welcomed them, spoke to
them of God’s Kingdom, and he cured those
who needed healing. 12 The day began to
wear away; and the twelve came and said
to him, “Send themultitude away, that they
may go into the surrounding villages and
farms and lodge and get food, for we are
here in a deserted place.”

13 But he said to them, “You give them
something to eat.”
They said, “We have no more than five

loaves and two fish, unless we should go
† 8:42 Thephrase “only born” is from theGreekword “μονογενη”, which is sometimes translated “only begotten” or “one
and only”. ‡ 8:44 or, tassel * 9:1 TR reads “his twelve disciples” instead of “the twelve” † 9:10 NU omits “a
desert region of”.
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and buy food for all these people.” 14 For
they were about five thousandmen.
He said to his disciples, “Make them

sit down in groups of about fifty each.”
15They did so, and made them all sit down.
16He took the five loaves and the two fish,
and looking up to the sky, he blessed them,
broke them, and gave them to the disciples
to set before the multitude. 17They ate and
were all filled. They gathered up twelve
baskets of broken pieces thatwere left over.

18 As he was praying alone, the disciples
were near him, and he asked them, “Who
do themultitudes say that I am?”

19 They answered, “ ‘John the Baptizer,’
but others say, ‘Elijah,’ and others, that one
of the old prophets has risen again.”

20He said to them, “But who do you say
that I am?”
Peter answered, “The Christ of God.”
21 But he warned them and commanded

them to tell this to no one, 22 saying, “The
Son of Man must suffer many things,
and be rejected by the elders, chief
priests, and scribes, and be killed, and
the third day be raised up.”

23 He said to all, “If anyone desires to
come after me, let him deny himself,
take up his cross,‡ and followme. 24For
whoever desires to save his lifewill lose
it, but whoever will lose his life for my
sake will save it. 25 For what does it
profit aman if he gains thewholeworld,
and loses or forfeits his own self? 26For
whoever will be ashamed of me and of
my words, of him will the Son of Man
be ashamedwhen he comes in his glory,
and the glory of the Father, and of the
holy angels. 27 But I tell you the truth:
There are some of those who stand here
who will in no way taste of death until
they see God’s Kingdom.”

28About eight days after these sayings, he
took with him Peter, John, and James, and
went up onto the mountain to pray. 29 As
he was praying, the appearance of his face
was altered, and his clothing becamewhite
and dazzling. 30 Behold, two men were
talking with him, who were Moses and Eli-
jah, 31 who appeared in glory and spoke
of his departure,§ which he was about to
accomplish at Jerusalem.

32 Now Peter and those who were with
him were heavy with sleep, but when they
were fully awake, they saw his glory, and
the two men who stood with him. 33 As
they were parting from him, Peter said to
Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here.
Let’s make three tents: one for you, one

for Moses, and one for Elijah,” not knowing
what he said.

34 While he said these things, a cloud
came and overshadowed them, and they
were afraid as they entered into the cloud.
35 A voice came out of the cloud, saying,
“This is my beloved Son. Listen to him!”
36 When the voice came, Jesus was found
alone. They were silent, and told no one in
those days any of the thingswhich they had
seen.

37 On the next day, when they had come
down from themountain, a greatmultitude
met him. 38 Behold, a man from the crowd
called out, saying, “Teacher, I beg you to
look at my son, for he is my only born*
child. 39 Behold, a spirit takes him, he
suddenly cries out, and it convulses him so
that he foams; and it hardly departs from
him, bruising him severely. 40 I begged your
disciples to cast it out, and they couldn’t.”

41 Jesus answered, “Faithless and per-
verse generation, how long shall I be
with you and bear with you? Bring your
son here.”

42 While he was still coming, the demon
threw him down and convulsed him vio-
lently. But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit,
healed the boy, and gave him back to his
father. 43 They were all astonished at the
majesty of God.
But while all were marveling at all the

things which Jesus did, he said to his disci-
ples, 44 “Let these words sink into your
ears, for the Son of Man will be deliv-
ered up into the hands of men.” 45 But
they didn’t understand this saying. It was
concealed from them, that they should not
perceive it, and theywere afraid to ask him
about this saying.

46An argument arose among them about
which of them was the greatest. 47 Jesus,
perceiving the reasoning of their hearts,
took a little child, and set him by his side,
48 and said to them, “Whoever receives
this little child inmy name receivesme.
Whoever receives me receives himwho
sentme. Forwhoever is leastamongyou
all, this one will be great.”

49 John answered, “Master, we saw some-
one casting out demons in your name, and
we forbade him, because he doesn’t follow
with us.”

50 Jesus said to him, “Don’t forbid him,
for he who is not against us is for us.”

51 It came to pass, when the days were
near that he should be taken up, he intently
set his face to go to Jerusalem 52 and sent
messengers before his face. They went and

‡ 9:23 TR, NU add “daily” § 9:31 literally, “exodus” * 9:38 The phrase “only born” is from the Greek word
“μονογενη”, which is sometimes translated “only begotten” or “one and only”.
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entered into a village of the Samaritans, so
as to prepare for him. 53They didn’t receive
him, because hewas traveling with his face
set toward Jerusalem. 54Whenhisdisciples,
James and John, saw this, they said, “Lord,
do you want us to command fire to come
down from the sky and destroy them, just
as Elijah did?”

55But he turned and rebuked them, “You
don’t know of what kind of spirit you
are. 56For theSonofMandidn’t come to
destroymen’s lives, but to save them.”
They went to another village. 57 As they

went on the way, a certain man said to
him, “Iwant to followyouwherever you go,
Lord.”

58 Jesus said to him, “The foxes have
holesandthebirdsof theskyhavenests,
but theSonofManhasnoplace to layhis
head.”

59He said to another, “Followme!”
Buthe said, “Lord, allowmefirst to goand

burymy father.”
60But Jesus said to him, “Leave the dead

to bury their own dead, but you go and
announce God’s Kingdom.”

61Another also said, “Iwant to followyou,
Lord, but first allow me to say good-bye to
those who are at my house.”

62But Jesus said to him, “No one, having
put his hand to the plow and looking
back, is fit for God’s Kingdom.”

10
1 Now after these things, the Lord also

appointed seventy others, and sent them
two by two ahead of him* into every city
and place where he was about to come.
2 Then he said to them, “The harvest is
indeed plentiful, but the laborers are
few. Pray therefore to the Lord of the
harvest, that he may send out laborers
into his harvest. 3 Go your ways. Be-
hold, I send you out as lambs among
wolves. 4 Carry no purse, nor wallet,
nor sandals. Greet no one on the way.
5 Into whatever house you enter, first
say, ‘Peace be to this house.’ 6 If a son
of peace is there, your peace will rest
on him; but if not, it will return to you.
7Remain in that same house, eating and
drinking the things they give, for the
laborer is worthy of his wages. Don’t go
from house to house. 8 Into whatever
city you enter and they receive you, eat
the things thataresetbeforeyou. 9Heal
the sick who are there and tell them,
‘God’s Kingdom has come near to you.’
10 But into whatever city you enter and
they don’t receive you, go out into its

streets and say, 11 ‘Even the dust from
your city that clings to us, we wipe off
against you. Nevertheless know this,
that God’s Kingdom has come near to
you.’ 12 I tell you, it will be more
tolerable in that day for Sodom than for
that city.

13 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you,
Bethsaida! For if the mighty works had
beendone inTyre andSidonwhichwere
done in you, they would have repented
long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes.
14 But it will be more tolerable for Tyre
and Sidon in the judgment than for you.
15 You, Capernaum, who are exalted to
heaven, will be brought down to Hades.
† 16 Whoever listens to you listens to
me, andwhoever rejects you rejectsme.
Whoever rejects me rejects him who
sentme.”

17 The seventy returned with joy, saying,
“Lord, even the demons are subject to us in
your name!”

18 He said to them, “I saw Satan hav-
ing fallen like lightning from heaven.
19 Behold, I give you authority to tread
on serpents and scorpions, and over all
the power of the enemy. Nothing will in
anywayhurtyou. 20Nevertheless, don’t
rejoice in this, that the spirits are sub-
ject to you, but rejoice that your names
are written in heaven.”

21 In that same hour, Jesus rejoiced in
the Holy Spirit, and said, “I thank you, O
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that
you have hidden these things from the
wise and understanding, and revealed
them to little children. Yes, Father, for
so it was well-pleasing in your sight.”

22 Turning to the disciples, he said, “All
things have been delivered to me bymy
Father. No one knows who the Son is,
except the Father, and who the Father
is, except the Son, and he to whomever
the Son desires to reveal him.”

23 Turning to the disciples, he said pri-
vately, “Blessed are the eyes which see
the things that you see, 24 for I tell you
thatmanyprophetsandkingsdesired to
see the things which you see, and didn’t
see them, and to hear the things which
you hear, and didn’t hear them.”

25 Behold, a certain lawyer stood up and
tested him, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do
to inherit eternal life?”

26Hesaid tohim, “What iswritten in the
law? How do you read it?”

27He answered, “You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart, with all your
soul, with all your strength, and with all

* 10:1 literally, “before his face” † 10:15 Hades is the lower realm of the dead, or Hell.
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your mind;✡ and your neighbor as your-
self.”✡

28He said to him, “You have answered
correctly. Do this, and youwill live.”

29Buthe, desiring to justifyhimself, asked
Jesus, “Who is my neighbor?”

30 Jesus answered, “A certain man was
going down from Jerusalem to Jericho,
and he fell among robbers, who both
stripped him and beat him, and de-
parted, leaving him half dead. 31 By
chance a certain priest was going down
that way. When he saw him, he passed
by on the other side. 32 In the same
way a Levite also, when he came to the
place and saw him, passed by on the
other side. 33 But a certain Samari-
tan, as he traveled, came where he was.
When he saw him, he was moved with
compassion, 34 came to him, and bound
up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine.
He set him on his own animal, brought
him to an inn, and took care of him.
35On thenext day, whenhedeparted, he
took out two denarii, gave them to the
host, and said to him, ‘Take care of him.
Whatever you spend beyond that, I will
repay you when I return.’ 36Nowwhich
of these three do you think seemed to
be a neighbor to himwho fell among the
robbers?”

37 He said, “He who showed mercy on
him.”
Then Jesus said to him, “Go and do like-

wise.”
38 As they went on their way, he entered

into a certain village, and a certain woman
namedMarthareceivedhimintoherhouse.
39 She had a sister called Mary, who also
sat at Jesus’ feet and heard his word. 40But
Martha was distracted with much serving,
and she came up to him, and said, “Lord,
don’t you care thatmy sister leftme to serve
alone? Ask her therefore to help me.”

41 Jesus answered her, “Martha,
Martha, you are anxious and troubled
about many things, 42 but one thing is
needed. Mary has chosen the good part,
which will not be taken away fromher.”

11
1 When he finished praying in a certain

place, oneofhis disciples said tohim, “Lord,
teach us to pray, just as John also taught his
disciples.”

2He said to them, “When you pray, say,
‘Our Father in heaven,

may your name be kept holy.
May your Kingdom come.

May yourwill be done on earth, as it
is in heaven.

3Give us day by day our daily bread.
4Forgive us our sins,

for we ourselves also forgive every-
one who is indebted to us.

Bring us not into temptation,
but deliver us from the evil one.’ ”

5He said to them, “Which of you, if you
go to a friend at midnight and tell him,
‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread,
6 for a friend of mine has come to me
froma journey, and Ihavenothing to set
before him,’ 7 and he from within will
answer and say, ‘Don’t bother me. The
door is now shut, and my children are
withme in bed. I can’t get up and give it
to you’? 8 I tell you, although hewill not
rise and give it to him because he is his
friend, yet because of his persistence,
he will get up and give him as many as
he needs.

9 “I tell you, keep asking, and it will
be given you. Keep seeking, and you
will find. Keep knocking, and it will be
openedtoyou. 10Foreveryonewhoasks
receives. He who seeks finds. To him
who knocks it will be opened.

11 “Which of you fathers, if your son
asks for bread, will give him a stone?
Or if he asks for a fish, he won’t give
him a snake instead of a fish, will he?
12Or if he asks for an egg, he won’t give
him a scorpion, will he? 13 If you then,
beingevil, knowhowtogivegoodgifts to
yourchildren,howmuchmorewill your
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to
those who ask him?”

14 He was casting out a demon, and it
was mute. When the demon had gone out,
the mute man spoke; and the multitudes
marveled. 15 But some of them said, “He
casts out demons by Beelzebul, the prince
of the demons.” 16 Others, testing him,
sought from him a sign from heaven. 17But
he, knowing their thoughts, said to them,
“Every kingdomdivided against itself is
brought to desolation. A house divided
against itself falls. 18 If Satan also
is divided against himself, how will his
kingdom stand? For you say that I cast
out demons by Beelzebul. 19But if I cast
out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do
your children cast them out? Therefore
they will be your judges. 20 But if I by
God’sfingercastoutdemons, thenGod’s
Kingdomhas come to you.

21 “When the strongman, fully armed,
guards his own dwelling, his goods are

✡ 10:27 Deuteronomy 6:5 ✡ 10:27 Leviticus 19:18
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safe. 22But when someone stronger at-
tacks him and overcomes him, he takes
from him his whole armor in which he
trusted, and divides his plunder.

23“Hewho isnotwithmeisagainstme.
Hewho doesn’t gatherwithme scatters.

24 The unclean spirit, when he has
gone out of theman, passes through dry
places, seeking rest; and finding none,
he says, ‘I will turn back to my house
from which I came out.’ 25When he re-
turns, he finds it swept and put in order.
26 Then he goes and takes seven other
spirits more evil than himself, and they
enter in and dwell there. The last state
of that man becomes worse than the
first.”

27 It came to pass, as he said these things,
a certain woman out of the multitude lifted
up her voice and said to him, “Blessed is the
womb that bore you, and the breasts which
nursed you!”

28But he said, “Onthecontrary, blessed
are thosewhohear thewordofGod, and
keep it.”

29 When the multitudes were gathering
together to him, he began to say, “This is
an evil generation. It seeks after a sign.
No sign will be given to it but the sign
of Jonah the prophet. 30 For even as
Jonah became a sign to the Ninevites, so
the Son of Man will also be to this gen-
eration. 31The Queen of the South will
rise up in the judgment with the men of
this generation andwill condemn them,
for she came from the ends of the earth
to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and be-
hold, one greater than Solomon is here.
32 The men of Nineveh will stand up in
the judgment with this generation, and
will condemn it, for they repented at
the preaching of Jonah; and behold, one
greater than Jonah is here.

33“Noone,whenhehas lit a lamp, puts
it in a cellar or under a basket, but on a
stand, that those who come in may see
the light. 34The lamp of the body is the
eye. Therefore when your eye is good,
your whole body is also full of light; but
when it is evil, your body also is full of
darkness. 35 Therefore see whether
the light that is in you isn’t darkness.
36 If therefore your whole body is full
of light, having no part dark, it will be
wholly full of light, as when the lamp
with its bright shining gives you light.”

37 Now as he spoke, a certain Pharisee
asked him to dine with him. He went in
and sat at the table. 38When the Pharisee
saw it, he marveled that he had not first
washed himself before dinner. 39 The Lord
said to him, “Now you Pharisees cleanse

the outside of the cup and of the platter,
but your inward part is full of extortion
and wickedness. 40 You foolish ones,
didn’t he who made the outside make
the inside also? 41 But give for gifts to
theneedy those thingswhicharewithin,
and behold, all things will be clean to
you. 42 But woe to you Pharisees! For
you tithe mint and rue and every herb,
but you bypass justice and God’s love.
You ought to have done these, and not
to have left the other undone. 43Woe
to you Pharisees! For you love the best
seats in the synagogues and the greet-
ings in themarketplaces. 44Woe to you,
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For
you are like hidden graves, and themen
whowalk over them don’t know it.”

45 One of the lawyers answered him,
“Teacher, in saying this you insult us also.”

46 He said, “Woe to you lawyers also!
For you loadmenwith burdens that are
difficult to carry, and you yourselves
won’t even lift one finger to help carry
those burdens. 47 Woe to you! For
youbuild the tombsof theprophets, and
your fathers killed them. 48 So you
testify and consent to the works of your
fathers. For they killed them, and you
build their tombs. 49 Therefore also
the wisdom of God said, ‘I will send to
them prophets and apostles; and some
of them they will kill and persecute,
50 that the blood of all the prophets,
which was shed from the foundation of
the world, may be required of this gen-
eration, 51 from the blood of Abel to the
blood of Zachariah, who perished be-
tween the altar and the sanctuary.’ Yes,
I tell you, it will be required of this gen-
eration. 52Woe to you lawyers! For you
took away the key of knowledge. You
didn’t enter in yourselves, and those
whowere entering in, you hindered.”

53 As he said these things to them, the
scribes and the Pharisees began to be terri-
bly angry, and to draw many things out of
him, 54 lying in wait for him, and seeking to
catch him in something he might say, that
theymight accuse him.

12
1Meanwhile, when a multitude of many

thousands had gathered together, so much
so that they trampled on each other, he
began to tell his disciples first of all, “Be-
wareof theyeastof thePharisees,which
is hypocrisy. 2 But there is nothing
covered up that will not be revealed,
nor hidden that will not be known.
3 Therefore whatever you have said in
the darkness will be heard in the light.
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What you have spoken in the ear in the
inner rooms will be proclaimed on the
housetops.

4“I tell you,my friends, don’t beafraid
of thosewhokill thebody, andafter that
have no more that they can do. 5 But
I will warn you whom you should fear.
Fear him who after he has killed, has
power to cast into Gehenna.* Yes, I tell
you, fear him.

6 “Aren’t five sparrows sold for two
assaria coins†? Not one of them is for-
gotten by God. 7 But the very hairs of
your head are all counted. Therefore
don’t be afraid. You are of more value
thanmany sparrows.

8 “I tell you, everyone who confesses
me beforemen, the Son ofManwill also
confess before the angels of God; 9 but
hewhodeniesmeinthepresenceofmen
will be denied in the presence of God’s
angels. 10Everyone who speaks a word
against the Son of Man will be forgiven,
but those who blaspheme against the
HolySpiritwillnotbe forgiven. 11When
they bring you before the synagogues,
the rulers, and the authorities, don’t be
anxious how orwhat youwill answer or
what you will say; 12 for the Holy Spirit
will teach you in that same hour what
youmust say.”

13 One of the multitude said to him,
“Teacher, tell my brother to divide the in-
heritance withme.”

14 But he said to him, “Man, who made
me a judge or an arbitrator over you?”
15 He said to them, “Beware! Keep your-
selves from covetousness, for a man’s
life doesn’t consist of the abundance of
the things which he possesses.”

16 He spoke a parable to them, saying,
“The ground of a certain rich man pro-
duced abundantly. 17 He reasoned
within himself, saying, ‘What will I do,
because I don’t have room to store my
crops?’ 18He said, ‘This iswhat Iwill do.
I will pull down my barns, build bigger
ones, and there I will store all my grain
and my goods. 19 I will tell my soul,
“Soul, you have many goods laid up for
many years. Take your ease, eat, drink,
and bemerry.” ’

20 “But God said to him, ‘You foolish
one, tonight your soul is required of
you. The things which you have pre-
pared—whose will they be?’ 21 So is he
who lays up treasure for himself, and is
not rich toward God.”

22 He said to his disciples, “Therefore I
tell you, don’t be anxious for your life,
what youwill eat, nor yet for your body,
what you will wear. 23 Life is more
than food, and the body is more than
clothing. 24 Consider the ravens: they
don’t sow, they don’t reap, they have
no warehouse or barn, and God feeds
them. Howmuchmorevaluable are you
than birds! 25 Which of you by being
anxious can add a cubit‡ to his height?
26 If then you aren’t able to do even the
least things, why are you anxious about
the rest? 27 Consider the lilies, how
they grow. They don’t toil, neither do
they spin; yet I tell you, even Solomon in
all his glory was not arrayed like one of
these. 28 But if this is how God clothes
the grass in the field, which today exists
and tomorrow is cast into the oven, how
much more will he clothe you, O you of
little faith?

29 “Don’t seek what you will eat or
what you will drink; neither be anx-
ious. 30Forthenationsof theworldseek
after all of these things, but your Fa-
ther knows that you need these things.
31But seek God’s Kingdom, and all these
things will be added to you.

32 “Don’t be afraid, little flock, for it is
your Father’s good pleasure to give you
the Kingdom. 33Sell what you have and
give gifts to the needy. Make for your-
selves purses which don’t grow old, a
treasure intheheavensthatdoesn’t fail,
where no thief approaches and nomoth
destroys. 34For where your treasure is,
there will your heart be also.

35 “Let yourwaist be dressed and your
lamps burning. 36Be likemenwatching
for their lord when he returns from the
wedding feast, that when he comes and
knocks, they may immediately open to
him. 37 Blessed are those servants
whom the lord will find watching when
he comes. Most certainly I tell you that
he will dress himself, make them re-
cline, and will come and serve them.
38Theywill be blessed if he comes in the
secondor thirdwatchandfinds themso.
39Butknowthis, that if themasterof the
house had known inwhat hour the thief
wascoming, hewouldhavewatchedand
not allowed his house to be broken into.
40Thereforebereadyalso, for theSonof
Man is coming in an hour that you don’t
expect him.”

* 12:5 or, Hell † 12:6 An assarionwas a small copper coin worth about an hour’s wages for an agricultural laborer.
‡ 12:25 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46
centimeters.
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41Peter said to him, “Lord, are you telling
this parable to us, or to everybody?”

42 The Lord said, “Who then is the
faithful and wise steward, whom his
lord will set over his household, to give
them their portion of food at the right
times? 43 Blessed is that servant
whomhis lordwillfinddoingsowhenhe
comes. 44 Truly I tell you that he will
set him over all that he has. 45 But if
that servant says in his heart, ‘My lord
delays his coming,’ and begins to beat
themenservants and themaidservants,
and to eat and drink and to be drunken,
46 then the lordof that servantwill come
in a day when he isn’t expecting him
and in an hour that he doesn’t know,
and will cut him in two, and place his
portion with the unfaithful. 47 That
servant who knew his lord’s will, and
didn’t prepare nor do what he wanted,
will be beaten with many stripes, 48but
he who didn’t know, and did things wor-
thy of stripes, will be beaten with few
stripes. To whomever much is given,
of him will much be required; and to
whommuchwasentrusted, ofhimmore
will be asked.

49 “I came to throw fire on the earth.
I wish it were already kindled. 50But I
have a baptism to be baptized with, and
how distressed I am until it is accom-
plished! 51 Do you think that I have
come to give peace in the earth? I tell
you, no, but rather division. 52 For
from now on, there will be five in one
house divided, three against two, and
two against three. 53 They will be
divided, father against son, and son
against father; mother against daugh-
ter, and daughter against her mother;
mother-in-law against her daughter-in-
law, and daughter-in-law against her
mother-in-law.” ✡

54He said to the multitudes also, “When
you see a cloud rising from thewest, im-
mediately you say, ‘A shower is coming,’
and so it happens. 55 When a south
wind blows, you say, ‘There will be a
scorching heat,’ and it happens. 56You
hypocrites! You know how to interpret
the appearance of the earth and the sky,
buthowis it thatyoudon’t interpret this
time?

57“Whydon’t you judge for yourselves
what is right? 58 For when you are
going with your adversary before the
magistrate, try diligently on the way to

be released from him, lest perhaps he
drag you to the judge, and the judge de-
liver you to the officer, and the officer
throw you into prison. 59 I tell you, you
will by no means get out of there until
you have paid the very last penny.§”

13
1 Now there were some present at the

same timewho toldhimabout theGalileans
whose blood Pilate had mixed with their
sacrifices. 2 Jesus answered them, “Do you
think that these Galileans were worse
sinners than all the other Galileans, be-
cause they suffered such things? 3 I tell
you, no, but unless you repent, you will
all perish in the same way. 4Or those
eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam
fell and killed them—do you think that
they were worse offenders than all the
men who dwell in Jerusalem? 5 I tell
you, no, but, unless you repent, you will
all perish in the sameway.”

6 He spoke this parable. “A certain
man had a fig tree planted in his vine-
yard, and he came seeking fruit on it
and found none. 7 He said to the
vine dresser, ‘Behold, these three years
I have come looking for fruit on this fig
tree, and found none. Cut it down! Why
does it waste the soil?’ 8He answered,
‘Lord, leave it alone this year also, until
I dig around it and fertilize it. 9 If it
bears fruit, fine; but if not, after that,
you can cut it down.’ ”

10 He was teaching in one of the syn-
agogues on the Sabbath day. 11 Behold,
there was a woman who had a spirit of
infirmity eighteen years. Shewas bent over
and could in no way straighten herself up.
12 When Jesus saw her, he called her and
said to her, “Woman, you are freed from
your infirmity.” 13 He laid his hands on
her, and immediately she stood up straight
and glorified God.

14The ruler of the synagogue, being indig-
nant because Jesus had healed on the Sab-
bath, said to the multitude, “There are six
days in which men ought to work. There-
fore come on those days and be healed, and
not on the Sabbath day!”

15 Therefore the Lord answered him,
“You hypocrites! Doesn’t each one of
you free his ox or his donkey from the
stall on the Sabbath and lead him away
to water? 16Ought not this woman, be-
ing a daughter of Abrahamwhom Satan

✡ 12:53 Micah 7:6 § 12:59 literally, lepton. A lepton is a very small brass Jewish coinworth half a Roman quadrans
each, which is worth a quarter of the copper assarion. Lepta are worth less than 1% of an agricultural worker’s daily
wages.
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hadbound eighteen long years, be freed
fromthisbondageontheSabbathday?”

17 As he said these things, all his adver-
saries were disappointed; and all themulti-
tude rejoiced for all the glorious things that
were done by him.

18 He said, “What is God’s Kingdom
like? To what shall I compare it? 19 It
is like a grain of mustard seed which a
man took and put in his own garden. It
grew and became a large tree, and the
birds of the sky live in its branches.”

20 Again he said, “To what shall I com-
pare God’s Kingdom? 21 It is like yeast,
which a woman took and hid in three
measures * of flour, until it was all leav-
ened.”

22 He went on his way through cities
and villages, teaching, and traveling on to
Jerusalem. 23 One said to him, “Lord, are
they fewwho are saved?”
He said to them, 24 “Strive to enter in

by the narrow door, for many, I tell you,
will seek to enter in andwill not be able.
25 When once the master of the house
has risen up and has shut the door, and
you begin to stand outside and to knock
at the door, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open to
us!’ then he will answer and tell you,
‘I don’t know you or where you come
from.’ 26 Then you will begin to say,
‘Weate anddrank in your presence, and
you taught in our streets.’ 27 He will
say, ‘I tell you, I don’t know where you
come from. Depart from me, all you
workers of iniquity.’ 28 There will be
weepingandgnashingof teethwhenyou
see Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and all the
prophets in God’s Kingdom, and your-
selves being thrown outside. 29 They
will come from the east, west, north,
and south, and will sit down in God’s
Kingdom. 30 Behold, there are some
who are last who will be first, and there
are somewho are first whowill be last.”

31 On that same day, some Pharisees
came, saying to him, “Get out of here and go
away, for Herod wants to kill you.”

32 He said to them, “Go and tell that
fox, ‘Behold, I cast out demons and per-
form cures today and tomorrow, and
the third day I complete my mission.
33Nevertheless I must go on my way to-
day and tomorrow and the next day, for
it can’t be that a prophet would perish
outside of Jerusalem.’

34 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who
kills the prophets and stones those who
are sent to her! How often I wanted

to gather your children together, like a
hen gathers her own brood under her
wings, and you refused! 35 Behold,
your house is left to you desolate. I tell
you, you will not see me until you say,
‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord!’ ” ✡

14
1 When he went into the house of one

of the rulers of the Pharisees on a Sab-
bath to eat bread, they were watching him.
2Behold, a certainmanwhohaddropsywas
in front of him. 3 Jesus, answering, spoke
to the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, “Is it
lawful to heal on the Sabbath?”

4But they were silent.
He took him, and healed him, and let him

go. 5 He answered them, “Which of you,
if your son* or an ox fell into a well,
wouldn’t immediately pull him out on a
Sabbath day?”

6 They couldn’t answer him regarding
these things.

7 He spoke a parable to those who were
invited, when he noticed how they chose
the best seats, and said to them, 8 “When
you are invited by anyone to a wedding
feast, don’t sit in the best seat, since
perhaps someonemore honorable than
you might be invited by him, 9 and he
who invitedbothof youwould comeand
tell you, ‘Make room for this person.’
Then you would begin, with shame, to
take the lowest place. 10 But when
you are invited, go and sit in the lowest
place, so that when he who invited you
comes, hemaytell you, ‘Friend,moveup
higher.’ Then youwill be honored in the
presence of all who sit at the table with
you. 11For everyonewhoexalts himself
will be humbled, and whoever humbles
himself will be exalted.”

12 He also said to the one who had in-
vited him, “When you make a dinner or
a supper, don’t call your friends, nor
your brothers, nor your kinsmen, nor
rich neighbors, or perhaps they might
also return the favor, and pay you back.
13 But when you make a feast, ask the
poor, the maimed, the lame, or the
blind; 14 and you will be blessed, be-
cause they don’t have the resources to
repay you. For you will be repaid in the
resurrection of the righteous.”

15When one of those who sat at the table
with him heard these things, he said to
him, “Blessed is he who will feast in God’s
Kingdom!”

* 13:21 literally, three sata. 3 sata is about 39 liters or a bit more than a bushel. ✡ 13:35 Psalms 118:26 * 14:5
TR reads “donkey” instead of “son”
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16 But he said to him, “A certain man
made a great supper, and he invited
many people. 17He sent out his servant
at supper time to tell those who were
invited, ‘Come, for everything is ready
now.’ 18 They all as one began to make
excuses.
“The first said to him, ‘I have bought

a field, and I must go and see it. Please
haveme excused.’

19 “Another said, ‘I have bought five
yokeofoxen, and Imust go try themout.
Please haveme excused.’

20 “Another said, ‘I have married a
wife, and therefore I can’t come.’

21 “That servant came, and told his
lord these things. Then the master of
the house, being angry, said to his ser-
vant, ‘Gooutquickly into thestreetsand
lanes of the city, and bring in the poor,
maimed, blind, and lame.’

22 “The servant said, ‘Lord, it is done
as you commanded, and there is still
room.’

23 “The lord said to the servant, ‘Go
out into the highways and hedges, and
compel them to come in, that my house
may be filled. 24For I tell you that none
of thosemenwhowere invitedwill taste
of my supper. For many are called, but
few are chosen.†’ ”

25Now great multitudes were going with
him. He turned and said to them, 26 “If
anyone comes to me, and doesn’t dis-
regard‡ his own father, mother, wife,
children, brothers, and sisters, yes, and
his own life also, he can’t bemydisciple.
27 Whoever doesn’t bear his own cross
and come afterme, can’t bemy disciple.
28 For which of you, desiring to build a
tower, doesn’t first sit down and count
the cost, to see if he has enough to com-
plete it? 29 Or perhaps, when he has
laida foundationand isn’t able tofinish,
everyone who sees begins to mock him,
30 saying, ‘This man began to build and
wasn’t able to finish.’ 31Or what king,
as he goes to encounter another king
in war, will not sit down first and con-
sider whether he is able with ten thou-
sand to meet him who comes against
him with twenty thousand? 32Or else,
while the other is yet a great way off, he
sends an envoy and asks for conditions
of peace. 33 So therefore, whoever of
you who doesn’t renounce all that he
has, he can’t bemy disciple.

34 “Salt is good, but if the salt becomes
flat and tasteless, with what do you sea-
son it? 35 It is fit neither for the soil nor
for themanurepile. It is thrownout. He
who has ears to hear, let him hear.”

15
1 Now all the tax collectors and sinners

were coming close to him to hear him. 2The
Pharisees and the scribes murmured, say-
ing, “This man welcomes sinners, and eats
with them.”

3 He told them this parable: 4 “Which
of you men, if you had one hundred
sheep and lost one of them, wouldn’t
leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness
and go after the one that was lost, until
he found it? 5 When he has found it,
he carries it on his shoulders, rejoicing.
6Whenhecomeshome,hecalls together
his friends and his neighbors, saying to
them, ‘Rejoicewithme, for I have found
my sheep which was lost!’ 7 I tell you
that even so there will be more joy in
heaven over one sinner who repents,
than over ninety-nine righteous people
who need no repentance.

8 “Or what woman, if she had ten
drachma* coins, if she lost one drachma
coin, wouldn’t light a lamp, sweep the
house, and seek diligently until she
found it? 9 When she has found it,
she calls togetherher friendsandneigh-
bors, saying, ‘Rejoicewithme, for I have
found the drachma which I had lost!’
10 Even so, I tell you, there is joy in the
presence of the angels of God over one
sinner repenting.”

11Hesaid, “Acertainmanhadtwosons.
12 The younger of them said to his fa-
ther, ‘Father, give me my share of your
property.’ So he divided his livelihood
between them. 13 Not many days af-
ter, the younger son gathered all of this
together and traveled into a far coun-
try. There he wasted his property with
riotous living. 14 When he had spent
all of it, there arose a severe famine in
that country, andhebegan tobe inneed.
15He went and joined himself to one of
the citizens of that country, and he sent
him into his fields to feed pigs. 16 He
wantedtofillhisbellywith thepods that
the pigs ate, but no one gave him any.
17But when he came to himself, he said,
‘Howmanyhiredservantsofmyfather’s
have bread enough to spare, and I’m
dyingwithhunger! 18Iwill getupandgo
tomy father, andwill tell him, “Father, I

† 14:24 RPMT includes the last sentence. TR, NU, and FHMT omit: Formany are called, but few are chosen. ‡ 14:26

or, hate * 15:8 A drachma coin was worth about 2 days wages for an agricultural laborer.
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have sinned against heaven and in your
sight. 19 I am no more worthy to be
called your son. Makeme as one of your
hired servants.” ’

20 “He arose and came to his father.
But while he was still far off, his fa-
ther saw him and was moved with com-
passion, and ran, fell on his neck, and
kissed him. 21 The son said to him,
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven
and in your sight. I amno longerworthy
to be called your son.’

22 “But the father said to his servants,
‘Bring out the best robe and put it on
him. Put a ring on his hand and sandals
on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf,
kill it, and let’s eat and celebrate; 24 for
this,myson,wasdeadand isaliveagain.
He was lost and is found.’ Then they
began to celebrate.

25 “Now his elder son was in the field.
As he came near to the house, he heard
music and dancing. 26 He called one
of the servants to him and asked what
was going on. 27He said to him, ‘Your
brother has come, and your father has
killed the fattened calf, because he has
received him back safe and healthy.’
28 But he was angry and would not go
in. Therefore his father came out and
begged him. 29 But he answered his
father, ‘Behold, thesemany years I have
served you, and I never disobeyed a
commandment of yours, but you never
gave me a goat, that I might celebrate
with my friends. 30But when this your
son came,whohas devoured your living
with prostitutes, youkilled the fattened
calf for him.’

31“Hesaid tohim, ‘Son, youarealways
with me, and all that is mine is yours.
32 But it was appropriate to celebrate
and be glad, for this, your brother, was
dead, and isaliveagain. Hewas lost, and
is found.’ ”

16
1He also said to his disciples, “Therewas

a certain rich man who had a manager.
Anaccusationwasmade tohim that this
man was wasting his possessions. 2He
calledhim, and said tohim, ‘What is this
that I hear about you? Give an account-
ing of yourmanagement, for you can no
longer bemanager.’

3 “The manager said within himself,
‘What will I do, seeing that my lord is
taking away the management position
from me? I don’t have strength to dig.

I am ashamed to beg. 4 I know what
I will do, so that when I am removed
frommanagement, theymayreceiveme
into their houses.’ 5Calling each one of
his lord’s debtors to him, he said to the
first, ‘Howmuchdoyouowe tomy lord?’
6He said, ‘A hundred batos* of oil.’ He
said tohim, ‘Takeyourbill, and sit down
quickly and write fifty.’ 7 Then he said
to another, ‘Howmuch do you owe?’ He
said, ‘Ahundred cors† ofwheat.’ He said
tohim, ‘Takeyourbill, andwrite eighty.’

8 “His lord commended the dishonest
manager because he had done wisely,
for the children of this world are, in
their own generation, wiser than the
children of the light. 9 I tell you,
make for yourselves friends by means
of unrighteous mammon, so that when
you fail, they may receive you into the
eternal tents. 10 He who is faithful
in a very little is faithful also in much.
He who is dishonest in a very little is
also dishonest in much. 11 If there-
fore you have not been faithful in the
unrighteousmammon,whowill commit
to your trust the true riches? 12 If you
have not been faithful in that which is
another’s, who will give you that which
is your own? 13 No servant can serve
two masters, for either he will hate the
one and love the other; or else he will
hold to one and despise the other. You
aren’t able to serveGodandMammon.”‡

14 The Pharisees, who were lovers of
money, also heard all these things, and they
scoffed at him. 15He said to them, “You are
thosewho justify yourselves in the sight
of men, but God knows your hearts. For
that which is exalted among men is an
abomination in the sight of God.

16 “The law and the prophets were un-
til John. From that time the Good News
of God’s Kingdom is preached, and ev-
eryone is forcing his way into it. 17But
it is easier for heaven and earth to pass
away than for one tiny stroke of a pen in
the law to fall.

18 “Everyone who divorces his wife
andmarries another commits adultery.
He who marries one who is divorced
from a husband commits adultery.

19 “Now there was a certain rich man,
and he was clothed in purple and fine
linen, living in luxury every day. 20 A
certain beggar, named Lazarus, was
taken to his gate, full of sores, 21and de-
siring to be fedwith the crumbs that fell
from the richman’s table. Yes, even the

* 16:6 100 batos is about 395 liters or 104 U. S. gallons. † 16:7 100 cors = about 2,110 liters or 600 bushels. ‡ 16:13
“Mammon” refers to riches or a false god of wealth.
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dogs came and licked his sores. 22 The
beggar died, and he was carried away
by the angels to Abraham’s bosom. The
richmanalso died andwas buried. 23 In
Hades,§ he lifted up his eyes, being in
torment, and saw Abraham far off, and
Lazarus at his bosom. 24He cried and
said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on
me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip
the tip of his finger in water and cool
my tongue! For I am in anguish in this
flame.’

25 “But Abraham said, ‘Son, remem-
ber that you, in your lifetime, received
your good things, and Lazarus, in the
same way, bad things. But here he is
now comforted and you are in anguish.
26 Besides all this, between us and you
there is a great gulf fixed, that those
who want to pass from here to you are
not able, and that noonemay cross over
from there to us.’

27 “He said, ‘I ask you therefore, fa-
ther, that you would send him to my
father’s house— 28 for I have five broth-
ers—that hemay testify to them, so they
won’t also come into this place of tor-
ment.’

29 “But Abraham said to him, ‘They
have Moses and the prophets. Let them
listen to them.’

30 “He said, ‘No, father Abraham, but
if one goes to them from the dead, they
will repent.’

31 “He said to him, ‘If they don’t listen
to Moses and the prophets, neither will
they be persuaded if one rises from the
dead.’ ”

17
1 He said to the disciples, “It is impos-

sible that no occasions of stumbling
should come, but woe to him through
whom they come! 2 It would be better
for him if amillstonewere hung around
his neck, and he were thrown into the
sea, rather than that he should cause
one of these little ones to stumble. 3Be
careful. If your brother sins against
you, rebuke him. If he repents, forgive
him. 4 If he sins against you seven times
in the day, and seven times returns, say-
ing, ‘I repent,’ you shall forgive him.”

5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase
our faith.”

6 The Lord said, “If you had faith like
a grain of mustard seed, you would tell
this sycamore tree, ‘Be uprooted and be
planted in the sea,’ and it would obey
you. 7But who is there among you, hav-
ing a servant plowing or keeping sheep,

that will say when he comes in from the
field, ‘Come immediately and sit down
at the table’? 8Wouldn’t he rather tell
him, ‘Prepare my supper, clothe your-
self properly, and serve me while I eat
and drink. Afterward you shall eat and
drink’? 9 Does he thank that servant
becausehedid the things thatwerecom-
manded? I think not. 10 Even so you
also, when you have done all the things
that are commanded you, say, ‘We are
unworthy servants. We have done our
duty.’ ”

11 As he was on his way to Jerusalem, he
was passing along the borders of Samaria
and Galilee. 12As he entered into a certain
village, ten men who were lepers met him,
who stood at a distance. 13 They lifted up
their voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, have
mercy on us!”

14 When he saw them, he said to them,
“Goand showyourselves to thepriests.”
As they went, they were cleansed. 15 One
of them, when he saw that he was healed,
turned back, glorifying God with a loud
voice. 16 He fell on his face at Jesus’ feet,
giving him thanks; and hewas a Samaritan.

17 Jesus answered, “Weren’t the ten
cleansed? But where are the nine?
18Were there none found who returned
to give glory to God, except this for-
eigner?” 19 Then he said to him, “Get up,
and go your way. Your faith has healed
you.”

20 Being asked by the Pharisees when
God’s Kingdom would come, he answered
them, “God’sKingdomdoesn’t comewith
observation; 21 neither will they say,
‘Look, here!’ or, ‘Look, there!’ for be-
hold, God’s Kingdom is within you.”

22He said to the disciples, “The days will
come when you will desire to see one of
the days of the Son of Man, and you will
not see it. 23 They will tell you, ‘Look,
here!’ or ‘Look, there!’ Don’t go away or
followafter them, 24foras the lightning,
when itflashesoutofonepartunder the
sky, shines to another part under the
sky, so will the Son of Man be in his day.
25 But first, he must suffer many things
andberejectedby this generation. 26As
it was in the days of Noah, even so it will
also be in the days of the Son of Man.
27 They ate, they drank, they married,
and they were given in marriage until
the day that Noah entered into the ship,
and the flood came and destroyed them
all. 28 Likewise, even as it was in the
days of Lot: they ate, they drank, they
bought, they sold, they planted, they

§ 16:23 or, Hell
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built; 29but in the day that Lot went out
from Sodom, it rained fire and sulfur
from the sky and destroyed them all.
30 It will be the same way in the day that
the Son of Man is revealed. 31 In that
day, he who will be on the housetop and
his goods in the house, let him not go
down to take them away. Let him who
is in the field likewise not turn back.
32 Remember Lot’s wife! 33 Whoever
seeks to save his life loses it, but who-
ever loses his life preserves it. 34 I
tell you, in that night there will be two
people inonebed. Onewill be takenand
the other will be left. 35 There will be
two grinding grain together. Onewill be
taken and the other will be left.” 36 *

37 They, answering, asked him, “Where,
Lord?”
He said to them, “Where the body is,

there the vultures will also be gathered
together.”

18
1Healso spokeaparable to themthat they

must always pray and not give up, 2 saying,
“There was a judge in a certain city who
didn’t fear God and didn’t respect man.
3Awidowwas in that city, and she often
came to him, saying, ‘Defend me from
my adversary!’ 4 He wouldn’t for a
while; but afterward he said to himself,
‘Though I neither fear God nor respect
man, 5 yet because this widow bothers
me, I will defend her, or else she will
wearme out by her continual coming.’ ”

6 The Lord said, “Listen to what the
unrighteous judge says. 7 Won’t God
avenge his chosen ones who are crying
out to him day and night, and yet he ex-
ercises patience with them? 8 I tell you
that he will avenge them quickly. Nev-
ertheless, when the Son of Man comes,
will he find faith on the earth?”

9 He also spoke this parable to certain
people who were convinced of their own
righteousness, andwho despised all others:
10 “Two men went up into the temple to
pray; one was a Pharisee, and the other
was a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee
stood and prayed by himself like this:
‘God, I thank you that I am not like the
rest ofmen: extortionists, unrighteous,
adulterers, or even like this tax collec-
tor. 12 I fast twice a week. I give
tithes of all that I get.’ 13 But the tax
collector, standing far away, wouldn’t
even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat
his chest, saying, ‘God, be merciful to

me, a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man
went down to his house justified rather
than the other; for everyone who exalts
himself will be humbled, but he who
humbles himself will be exalted.”

15Theywere also bringing their babies to
him, that he might touch them. But when
the disciples saw it, they rebuked them.
16 Jesus summoned them, saying, “Allow
the little children to come to me, and
don’t hinder them, for God’s Kingdom
belongs to such as these. 17 Most cer-
tainly, I tell you, whoever doesn’t re-
ceive God’s Kingdom like a little child,
he will in noway enter into it.”

18 A certain ruler asked him, saying,
“Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit
eternal life?”

19 Jesus asked him, “Why do you call
me good? No one is good, except one:
God. 20You know the commandments:
‘Don’t commit adultery,’ ‘Don’t murder,’
‘Don’t steal,’ ‘Don’t give false testimony,’
‘Honor your father and yourmother.’ ”✡

21 He said, “I have observed all these
things frommy youth up.”

22When Jesus heard these things, he said
to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell all
that you have and distribute it to the
poor. Then you will have treasure in
heaven; then come, followme.”

23 But when he heard these things, he
became very sad, for he was very rich.

24 Jesus, seeing that he became very sad,
said, “How hard it is for those who have
riches to enter into God’s Kingdom!
25 For it is easier for a camel to enter in
through a needle’s eye than for a rich
man to enter into God’s Kingdom.”

26Thosewhoheard it said, “Thenwhocan
be saved?”

27 But he said, “The things which are
impossible with men are possible with
God.”

28 Peter said, “Look, we have left every-
thing and followed you.”

29 He said to them, “Most certainly I
tell you, there is no one who has left
house, or wife, or brothers, or parents,
or children, for God’s Kingdom’s sake,
30whowill not receivemany timesmore
in this time, and in the world to come,
eternal life.”

31 He took the twelve aside and said
to them, “Behold, we are going up to
Jerusalem, and all the things that are
written through the prophets concern-
ing the Son of Man will be completed.

* 17:36 Some Greek manuscripts add: “Two will be in the field: the one taken, and the other left.” ✡ 18:20 Exodus
20:12-16; Deuteronomy 5:16-20
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32For hewill be delivered up to the Gen-
tiles, will be mocked, treated shame-
fully, and spit on. 33 They will scourge
and kill him. On the third day, he will
rise again.”

34 They understood none of these things.
This saying was hidden from them, and
they didn’t understand the things thatwere
said.

35Ashe camenear Jericho, a certainblind
man sat by the road, begging. 36 Hearing
a multitude going by, he asked what this
meant. 37 They told him that Jesus of
Nazareth was passing by. 38 He cried out,
“Jesus, you son of David, have mercy on
me!” 39Thosewho led thewayrebukedhim,
that he should be quiet; but he cried out all
themore, “You son of David, havemercy on
me!”

40Standing still, Jesus commanded him to
be brought to him. Whenhehad comenear,
he asked him, 41 “What do youwantme to
do?”
He said, “Lord, that I may see again.”
42 Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight.

Your faith has healed you.”
43 Immediately he received his sight and

followed him, glorifying God. All the peo-
ple, when they saw it, praised God.

19
1 He entered and was passing through

Jericho. 2 There was a man named Zaccha-
eus. He was a chief tax collector, and he
was rich. 3He was trying to see who Jesus
was, and couldn’t because of the crowd, be-
cause he was short. 4He ran on ahead and
climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him,
for he was going to pass that way. 5When
Jesus came to the place, he looked up and
saw him, and said to him, “Zacchaeus,
hurry and come down, for today I must
stay at your house.” 6He hurried, came
down, and received him joyfully. 7 When
they saw it, they all murmured, saying, “He
has gone in to lodge with a man who is a
sinner.”

8 Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord,
“Behold, Lord, half of my goods I give to the
poor. If I have wrongfully exacted anything
of anyone, I restore four times as much.”

9 Jesus said to him, “Today, salvation
has come to this house, because he also
is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of
Mancame to seekand to save thatwhich
was lost.”

11As they heard these things, he went on
and told a parable, because he was near
Jerusalem, and they supposed that God’s

Kingdom would be revealed immediately.
12He said therefore, “A certain nobleman
went into a far country to receive for
himself a kingdom and to return. 13He
called ten servants of his and gave them
ten mina coins, * and told them, ‘Con-
duct business until I come.’ 14 But his
citizens hated him, and sent an envoy
after him, saying, ‘We don’t want this
man to reign over us.’

15 “When he had come back again,
having received the kingdom, he com-
manded these servants, to whom he
had given the money, to be called to
him, that he might know what they had
gained by conducting business. 16 The
first came before him, saying, ‘Lord,
yourmina hasmade tenmoreminas.’

17 “He said to him, ‘Well done, you
good servant! Because you were found
faithful with very little, you shall have
authority over ten cities.’

18 “The second came, saying, ‘Your
mina, Lord, hasmade fiveminas.’

19“Sohesaid tohim, ‘Andyouare tobe
over five cities.’

20 Another came, saying, ‘Lord, be-
hold, your mina, which I kept laid away
in a handkerchief, 21 for I feared you,
because you are an exacting man. You
take up that which you didn’t lay down,
and reap that which you didn’t sow.’

22 “He said to him, ‘Out of your own
mouth I will judge you, you wicked ser-
vant! You knew that I am an exacting
man, taking up that which I didn’t lay
down and reaping that which I didn’t
sow. 23Then why didn’t you deposit my
money in the bank, and at my coming, I
might have earned interest on it?’ 24He
said to those who stood by, ‘Take the
mina away from him and give it to him
who has the tenminas.’

25 “They said to him, ‘Lord, he has ten
minas!’ 26 ‘For I tell youthat toeveryone
who has, will more be given; but from
him who doesn’t have, even that which
he has will be taken away from him.
27 But bring those enemies of mine who
didn’t wantme to reign over themhere,
and kill thembeforeme.’ ” 28Having said
these things, he went on ahead, going up to
Jerusalem.

29 When he came near to Bethsphage†
and Bethany, at the mountain that is called
Olivet, he sent two of his disciples, 30 saying,
“Go your way into the village on the
other side, in which, as you enter, you
will find a colt tied, which no man has

* 19:13 10minaswasmore than 3 years’wages for an agricultural laborer. † 19:29 TR, NU read “Bethpage” instead
of “Bethsphage”
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ever sat upon. Untie it and bring it. 31 If
anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying
it?’ say to him: ‘The Lord needs it.’ ”

32 Those who were sent went away and
found things just as he had told them. 33As
they were untying the colt, its owners said
to them, “Why are you untying the colt?”
34 They said, “The Lord needs it.” 35 Then
they brought it to Jesus. They threw their
cloaks on the colt and sat Jesus on them.
36 As he went, they spread their cloaks on
the road.

37 As he was now getting near, at the
descent of the Mount of Olives, the whole
multitude of the disciples began to rejoice
and praise God with a loud voice for all
the mighty works which they had seen,
38 saying, “Blessed is the King who comes in
the name of the Lord! ✡ Peace in heaven,
and glory in the highest!”

39 Some of the Pharisees from the mul-
titude said to him, “Teacher, rebuke your
disciples!”

40He answered them, “I tell you that if
these were silent, the stones would cry
out.”

41 When he came near, he saw the city
and wept over it, 42 saying, “If you, even
you, had known today the things which
belong to your peace! But now, they are
hidden from your eyes. 43 For the days
will come on you when your enemies
will throw up a barricade against you,
surround you, hemyou in on every side,
44 and will dash you and your children
within you to the ground. They will not
leave in you one stone on another, be-
cause you didn’t know the time of your
visitation.”

45He entered into the temple and began
to drive out those who bought and sold in
it, 46 saying to them, “It is written, ‘My
house is a house of prayer,’ ✡ but you
havemade it a ‘den of robbers’!” ✡

47 He was teaching daily in the temple,
but the chief priests, the scribes, and the
leading men among the people sought to
destroyhim. 48Theycouldn’t findwhat they
might do, for all thepeoplehungon to every
word that he said.

20
1On one of those days, as hewas teaching

the people in the temple and preaching the
Good News, the* priests and scribes came
to him with the elders. 2 They asked him,
“Tell us: by what authority do you do these
things? Or who is giving you this author-
ity?”

3He answered them, “I alsowill ask you
one question. Tell me: 4 the baptism of
John,was it fromheaven, or frommen?”

5They reasoned with themselves, saying,
“If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say, ‘Why
didn’t you believe him?’ 6 But if we say,
‘From men,’ all the people will stone us,
for they are persuaded that John was a
prophet.” 7 They answered that they didn’t
knowwhere it was from.

8 Jesus said to them, “Neither will I tell
youbywhatauthority Ido these things.”

9He began to tell the people this parable:
“A †man planted a vineyard and rented
it out to somefarmers, andwent intoan-
other country for a long time. 10At the
proper season, he sent a servant to the
farmers to collect his share of the fruit
of the vineyard. But the farmers beat
him and sent him away empty. 11 He
sent yet another servant, and they also
beat him and treated him shamefully,
and sent him away empty. 12 He sent
yet a third, and they also wounded him
and threw him out. 13 The lord of the
vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will
send my beloved son. It may be that
seeing him, they will respect him.’

14 “But when the farmers saw him,
they reasoned among themselves, say-
ing, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill
him, that the inheritance may be ours.’
15 Then they threw him out of the vine-
yard and killed him. What therefore
will the lord of the vineyarddo to them?
16He will come and destroy these farm-
ers, and will give the vineyard to oth-
ers.”
When they heard that, they said, “May

that never be!”
17But he looked at them and said, “Then

what is this that is written,
‘The stone which the builders rejected

wasmade the chief cornerstone’?✡
18 Everyone who falls on that stone will

be broken to pieces,
but it will crush whomever it falls
on to dust.”

19The chief priests and the scribes sought
to lay hands on him that very hour, but they
feared the people—for they knew he had
spoken this parable against them. 20 They
watched him and sent out spies, who pre-
tended to be righteous, that theymight trap
him in something he said, so as to deliver
him up to the power and authority of the
governor. 21 They asked him, “Teacher, we
know that you say and teach what is right,
and aren’t partial to anyone, but truly teach

✡ 19:38 Psalms 118:26 ✡ 19:46 Isaiah 56:7 ✡ 19:46 Jeremiah 7:11 * 20:1 TR adds “chief” † 20:9 NU (in
brackets) and TR add “certain” ✡ 20:17 Psalms 118:22
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the way of God. 22 Is it lawful for us to pay
taxes to Caesar, or not?”

23 But he perceived their craftiness, and
said to them, “Why do you test me?
24 Show me a denarius. Whose image
and inscription are on it?”
They answered, “Caesar’s.”
25He said to them, “Then give to Caesar

the things that are Caesar’s, and to God
the things that are God’s.”

26 They weren’t able to trap him in his
words before the people. They marveled
at his answer and were silent. 27 Some of
the Sadducees came tohim, thosewhodeny
that there is a resurrection. 28 They asked
him, “Teacher, Moses wrote to us that if
a man’s brother dies having a wife, and
he is childless, his brother should take the
wife and raise up children for his brother.
29 There were therefore seven brothers.
The first took a wife, and died childless.
30 The second took her as wife, and he
died childless. 31 The third took her, and
likewise the seven all left no children, and
died. 32 Afterward the woman also died.
33Therefore in the resurrectionwhosewife
of them will she be? For the seven had her
as a wife.”

34 Jesus said to them, “The children of
this age marry and are given in mar-
riage. 35But those who are considered
worthy to attain to that age and the res-
urrection from the dead neither marry
nor are given in marriage. 36 For they
can’t die any more, for they are like the
angels and are children of God, being
childrenof the resurrection. 37But that
the dead are raised, evenMoses showed
at the bush, when he called the Lord
‘The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac,
and the God of Jacob.’ ✡ 38Now he is not
theGodof thedead, but of the living, for
all are alive to him.”

39 Some of the scribes answered,
“Teacher, you speak well.” 40 They didn’t
dare to ask him anymore questions.

41 He said to them, “Why do they say
that the Christ is David’s son? 42David
himself says in the book of Psalms,
‘The Lord said tomy Lord,

“Sit atmy right hand,
43 until I make your enemies the
footstool of your feet.” ’ ✡

44 “David therefore calls him Lord, so
how is he his son?”

45 In the hearing of all the people, he
said to his disciples, 46 “Beware of those
scribes who like to walk in long robes,
and love greetings in the marketplaces,

thebest seats in the synagogues, and the
best places at feasts; 47whodevourwid-
ows’ houses, and for a pretense make
long prayers. Thesewill receive greater
condemnation.”

21
1 He looked up and saw the rich people

who were putting their gifts into the trea-
sury. 2He saw a certain poorwidow casting
in two small brass coins.* 3He said, “Truly
I tell you, this poor widow put in more
than all of them, 4 for all these put in
gifts for God from their abundance, but
she, out of her poverty, put in all that
she had to live on.”

5 As some were talking about the temple
and how it was decorated with beautiful
stones and gifts, he said, 6 “As for these
thingswhich you see, the dayswill come
in which there will not be left here one
stoneonanother thatwill notbe thrown
down.”

7 They asked him, “Teacher, so when will
these things be? What is the sign that these
things are about to happen?”

8 He said, “Watch out that you don’t
get led astray, for many will come in
my name, saying, ‘I am he†,’ and, ‘The
time is at hand.’ Therefore don’t follow
them. 9When you hear of wars and dis-
turbances, don’t be terrified, for these
things must happen first, but the end
won’t come immediately.”

10Thenhe said to them, “Nationwill rise
against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom. 11 There will be great earth-
quakes, famines, andplagues in various
places. There will be terrors and great
signs from heaven. 12 But before all
these things, they will lay their hands
on you and will persecute you, deliver-
ing you up to synagogues and prisons,
bringing you before kings and gover-
nors for my name’s sake. 13 It will turn
out as a testimony for you. 14 Settle
it therefore in your hearts not to medi-
tate beforehand how to answer, 15 for I
will give youamouthandwisdomwhich
all your adversaries will not be able to
withstand or to contradict. 16 You will
be handed over even by parents, broth-
ers, relatives, and friends. They will
cause some of you to be put to death.
17 You will be hated by all men for my
name’s sake. 18And not a hair of your
headwill perish.

19 “By your endurance you will win
your lives.

✡ 20:37 Exodus 3:6 ✡ 20:43 Psalms 110:1 * 21:2 literally, “two lepta.” 2 lepta was about 1% of a day’s wages for
an agricultural laborer. † 21:8 or, I AM
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20 “But when you see Jerusalem sur-
rounded by armies, then know that its
desolation is at hand. 21Then let those
who are in Judea flee to the mountains.
Let those who are in the middle of her
depart. Let thosewhoare in the country
not enter therein. 22 For these are
days of vengeance, that all things which
are written may be fulfilled. 23 Woe
to those who are pregnant and to those
who nurse infants in those days! For
there will be great distress in the land
and wrath to this people. 24 They
will fall by the edge of the sword, and
will be led captive into all the nations.
Jerusalemwill be trampled down by the
Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles
are fulfilled.

25 “There will be signs in the sun,
moon, and stars; and on the earth anxi-
etyofnations, inperplexity for theroar-
ing of the sea and the waves; 26 men
fainting for fear and for expectation
of the things which are coming on the
world, for the powers of the heavens
will be shaken. 27 Then they will see
the Son of Man coming in a cloud with
power and great glory. 28 But when
these things begin to happen, look up
and lift up your heads, because your
redemption is near.”

29 He told them a parable. “See the fig
tree and all the trees. 30When they are
already budding, you see it and know
by your own selves that the summer is
already near. 31Even so you also, when
you see these things happening, know
that God’s Kingdom is near. 32 Most
certainly I tell you, this generation will
notpass awayuntil all things areaccom-
plished. 33Heaven and earth will pass
away, but my words will by no means
pass away.

34 “So be careful, or your hearts will
be loaded down with carousing, drunk-
enness, and cares of this life, and that
day will come on you suddenly. 35For it
will come like a snare on all those who
dwell on the surface of all the earth.
36 Therefore be watchful all the time,
praying that you may be counted wor-
thy to escape all these things that will
happen, and to stand before the Son of
Man.”

37 Every day Jesus was teaching in the
temple, and every night he would go out
and spend the night on the mountain that
is called Olivet. 38All the people came early
in themorning to him in the temple to hear
him.

22
1 Now the feast of unleavened bread,

which is called the Passover, was approach-
ing. 2 The chief priests and the scribes
sought how theymight put him todeath, for
they feared the people.

3 Satan entered into Judas, who was also
called Iscariot, who was counted with the
twelve. 4 He went away and talked with
the chief priests and captains about how
he might deliver him to them. 5 They were
glad, and agreed to give him money. 6 He
consented and sought an opportunity to
deliver him to them in the absence of the
multitude.

7 The day of unleavened bread came,
on which the Passover must be sacrificed.
8 Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go
andprepare thePassover forus, thatwe
may eat.”

9They said tohim, “Wheredoyouwantus
to prepare?”

10 He said to them, “Behold, when you
have entered into the city, a man carry-
ing apitcher ofwaterwillmeet you. Fol-
low him into the house which he enters.
11 Tell the master of the house, ‘The
Teacher says to you, “Where is the guest
room, where I may eat the Passover
withmydisciples?” ’ 12Hewill show you
a large, furnished upper room. Make
preparations there.”

13 They went, found things as Jesus had
told them, and they prepared the Passover.

14When the hour had come, he sat down
with the twelve apostles. 15He said to them,
“I have earnestly desired to eat this
Passover with you before I suffer, 16 for
I tell you, I will no longer by any means
eat of it until it is fulfilled in God’s King-
dom.” 17He received a cup, and when he
had given thanks, he said, “Take this and
share it among yourselves, 18 for I tell
you, Iwill not drinkat all again fromthe
fruit of the vine, until God’s Kingdom
comes.”

19He took bread, and when he had given
thanks, hebrokeandgave it to them, saying,
“This is my body which is given for you.
Do this inmemory ofme.” 20Likewise, he
took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, which
is poured out for you. 21 But behold,
the hand of him who betrays me is with
me on the table. 22 The Son of Man
indeed goes as it has been determined,
butwoe to thatman throughwhomhe is
betrayed!”

23 They began to question among them-
selves which of them it was who would do
this thing.
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24 A dispute also arose among them,
which of them was considered to be great-
est. 25He said to them, “The kings of the
nations lord itover them,andthosewho
have authority over them are called
‘benefactors.’ 26 But not so with you.
Rather, the one who is greater among
you, let him become as the younger, and
onewhoisgoverning, asonewhoserves.
27For who is greater, one who sits at the
table, or onewho serves? Isn’t it hewho
sits at the table? But I am among you as
one who serves.

28 “But you are those who have contin-
ued with me in my trials. 29 I confer on
you a kingdom, even as my Father con-
ferred on me, 30 that you may eat and
drink at my table in my Kingdom. You
will sit on thrones, judging the twelve
tribes of Israel.”

31 The Lord said, “Simon, Simon, be-
hold, Satan asked to have all of you,
that he might sift you as wheat, 32 but I
prayed for you, that your faithwouldn’t
fail. You, when once you have turned
again, establish your brothers.”*

33He said to him, “Lord, I am ready to go
with you both to prison and to death!”

34He said, “I tell you, Peter, the rooster
will by no means crow today until you
deny that you knowme three times.”

35He said to them, “When I sent you out
withoutpurse, bag, and sandals, didyou
lack anything?”
They said, “Nothing.”
36 Then he said to them, “But now, who-

ever has a purse, let him take it, and
likewise a bag. Whoever has none, let
him sell his cloak, and buy a sword.
37For I tell you that thiswhich iswritten
must still be fulfilled in me: ‘He was
counted with transgressors.’✡ For that
which concernsme is being fulfilled.”

38 They said, “Lord, behold, here are two
swords.”
He said to them, “That is enough.”
39 He came out and went, as his custom

was, to the Mount of Olives. His disciples
also followed him. 40 When he was at the
place, he said to them, “Praythatyoudon’t
enter into temptation.”

41 He was withdrawn from them about
a stone’s throw, and he knelt down and
prayed, 42 saying, “Father, if you are will-
ing, remove this cup from me. Never-
theless, notmywill, butyours, bedone.”

43Anangel fromheavenappeared tohim,
strengthening him. 44 Being in agony, he
prayed more earnestly. His sweat became

likegreatdropsofblood fallingdownon the
ground.

45 When he rose up from his prayer, he
came to the disciples and found them sleep-
ing because of grief, 46 and said to them,
“Why do you sleep? Rise and pray that
youmay not enter into temptation.”

47 While he was still speaking, a crowd
appeared. He who was called Judas, one
of the twelve, was leading them. He came
near to Jesus to kiss him. 48 But Jesus said
to him, “Judas, do you betray the Son of
Manwith a kiss?”

49When thosewhowere around him saw
whatwas about to happen, they said to him,
“Lord, shall we strike with the sword?” 50A
certainoneof themstruck the servantof the
high priest, and cut off his right ear.

51 But Jesus answered, “Let me at least
do this”—and he touched his ear and
healed him. 52 Jesus said to the chief priests,
captains of the temple, and elders, who had
come against him, “Have you come out
as against a robber, with swords and
clubs? 53 When I was with you in the
templedaily, youdidn’t stretchout your
hands against me. But this is your hour,
and the power of darkness.”

54They seized him and led him away, and
brought him into the high priest’s house.
ButPeter followed fromadistance. 55When
they had kindled a fire in the middle of the
courtyard and had sat down together, Peter
sat among them. 56 A certain servant girl
saw him as he sat in the light, and looking
intently at him, said, “This man also was
with him.”

57 He denied Jesus, saying, “Woman, I
don’t know him.”

58 After a little while someone else saw
him and said, “You also are one of them!”
But Peter answered, “Man, I am not!”
59 After about one hour passed, another

confidently affirmed, saying, “Truly this
manalsowaswithhim, forhe is aGalilean!”

60But Peter said, “Man, I don’t knowwhat
you are talking about!” Immediately, while
he was still speaking, a rooster crowed.
61 The Lord turned and looked at Peter.
Then Peter remembered the Lord’s word,
how he said to him, “Before the rooster
crows you will deny me three times.”
62Hewent out, and wept bitterly.

63 The men who held Jesus mocked him
and beat him. 64 Having blindfolded him,
they struck him on the face and asked him,
“Prophesy! Who is the one who struck
you?” 65 They spoke many other things
against him, insulting him.

* 22:32 The word for “brothers” here may be also correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ✡ 22:37
Isaiah 53:12
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66 As soon as it was day, the assembly
of the elders of the people were gathered
together, both chief priests and scribes, and
they ledhimaway into their council, saying,
67 “If you are the Christ, tell us.”
But he said to them, “If I tell you, you

won’t believe, 68 and if I ask, you will in
no way answerme or let me go. 69From
now on, the Son of Manwill be seated at
the right hand of the power of God.”

70 They all said, “Are you then the Son of
God?”
He said to them, “You say it, because I

am.”
71 They said, “Why do we need any more

witness? Forwe ourselves have heard from
his ownmouth!”

23
1Thewhole companyof themroseupand

brought him before Pilate. 2 They began
to accuse him, saying, “We found this man
perverting the nation, forbidding paying
taxes to Caesar, and saying that he himself
is Christ, a king.”

3 Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of
the Jews?”
He answered him, “So you say.”
4 Pilate said to the chief priests and the

multitudes, “I find no basis for a charge
against this man.”

5 But they insisted, saying, “He stirs up
the people, teaching throughout all Judea,
beginning from Galilee even to this place.”

6 But when Pilate heard Galilee men-
tioned, he asked if the man was a Galilean.
7When he found out that he was in Herod’s
jurisdiction, he sent him toHerod, whowas
also in Jerusalem during those days.

8 Now when Herod saw Jesus, he was
exceedingly glad, for he had wanted to see
him for a long time, because he had heard
many things about him. He hoped to see
some miracle done by him. 9 He ques-
tioned him with many words, but he gave
no answers. 10 The chief priests and the
scribes stood, vehemently accusing him.
11 Herod with his soldiers humiliated him
and mocked him. Dressing him in luxuri-
ous clothing, they sent him back to Pilate.
12 Herod and Pilate became friends with
each other that very day, for before that
they were enemies with each other.

13 Pilate called together the chief priests,
the rulers, and the people, 14 and said to
them, “You brought this man to me as one
that perverts the people, and behold, hav-
ing examined him before you, I found no
basis for a charge against thisman concern-
ing those things of which you accuse him.
15Neither has Herod, for I sent you to him,

and see, nothing worthy of death has been
donebyhim. 16 Iwill therefore chastise him
and release him.”

17 Now he had to release one prisoner
to them at the feast.* 18 But they all cried
out together, saying, “Away with this man!
Release to us Barabbas!”— 19 one who was
thrown into prison for a certain revolt in
the city, and for murder.

20Then Pilate spoke to them again, want-
ing to release Jesus, 21 but they shouted,
saying, “Crucify! Crucify him!”

22He said to them the third time, “Why?
What evil has this man done? I have found
no capital crime in him. I will therefore
chastise him and release him.” 23 But they
were urgent with loud voices, asking that
he might be crucified. Their voices and
the voices of the chief priests prevailed.
24 Pilate decreed that what they asked for
shouldbedone. 25Hereleasedhimwhohad
been thrown into prison for insurrection
and murder, for whom they asked, but he
delivered Jesus up to their will.

26When they led him away, they grabbed
one Simon of Cyrene, coming from the
country, and laid the cross onhim to carry it
after Jesus. 27A great multitude of the peo-
ple followed him, including women who
also mourned and lamented him. 28 But
Jesus, turning to them, said, “Daughters of
Jerusalem, don’t weep for me, but weep
for yourselves and for your children.
29 For behold, the days are coming in
which theywill say, ‘Blessed are the bar-
ren, thewombs that never bore, and the
breasts thatnevernursed.’ 30Then they
will begin to tell themountains, ‘Fall on
us!’ and tell the hills, ‘Cover us.’✡ 31 For
if they do these things in the green tree,
what will be done in the dry?”

32 There were also others, two criminals,
led with him to be put to death. 33 When
they came to the place that is called “The
Skull”, they crucified him there with the
criminals, one on the right and the other on
the left.

34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for
they don’t knowwhat they are doing.”
Dividing his garments among them, they

cast lots. 35The people stood watching. The
rulerswith themalso scoffedathim, saying,
“He saved others. Let him save himself, if
this is the Christ of God, his chosen one!”

36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming
to him and offering him vinegar, 37 and
saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save
yourself!”

* 23:17 NU omits verse 17. ✡ 23:30 Hosea 10:8
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38 An inscription was also written over
him in letters of Greek, Latin, and Hebrew:
“THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.”

39 One of the criminals who was hanged
insulted him, saying, “If you are the Christ,
save yourself and us!”

40 But the other answered, and rebuking
him said, “Don’t you even fear God, see-
ing you are under the same condemnation?
41 And we indeed justly, for we receive the
due reward for our deeds, but this man has
done nothing wrong.” 42 He said to Jesus,
“Lord, remember me when you come into
your Kingdom.”

43 Jesus said to him, “Assuredly I tell
you, today you will be with me in Par-
adise.”

44 It was now about the sixth hour,† and
darkness came over the whole land until
the ninth hour.‡ 45 The sun was darkened,
and the veil of the temple was torn in two.
46 Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said,
“Father, into your hands I commit my
spirit!” Having said this, he breathed his
last.

47 When the centurion saw what was
done, he glorified God, saying, “Certainly
this was a righteous man.” 48All the multi-
tudes that came together to see this, when
they saw the things that were done, re-
turned home beating their chests. 49 All
his acquaintances and the women who fol-
lowed with him from Galilee stood at a dis-
tance, watching these things.

50Behold, therewasamannamed Joseph,
who was a member of the council, a good
and righteousman 51 (he hadnot consented
to their counsel and deed), from Arimath-
aea, a city of the Jews, whowas alsowaiting
for God’s Kingdom. 52 This man went to
Pilate, and asked for Jesus’ body. 53He took
it down andwrapped it in a linen cloth, and
laid him in a tomb that was cut in stone,
where no one had ever been laid. 54 It was
the day of the Preparation, and the Sabbath
was drawing near. 55 The women who had
comewith himout of Galilee followed after,
and saw the tomb and how his body was
laid. 56 They returned and prepared spices
and ointments. On the Sabbath they rested
according to the commandment.

24
1But on the first day of the week, at early

dawn, they and some others came to the
tomb, bringing the spices which they had
prepared. 2 They found the stone rolled
away from the tomb. 3They entered in, and
didn’t find the Lord Jesus’ body. 4 While

they were greatly perplexed about this, be-
hold, two men stood by them in dazzling
clothing. 5 Becoming terrified, they bowed
their faces down to the earth.
The men said to them, “Why do you seek

the living among the dead? 6He isn’t here,
but is risen. Remember what he told you
whenhewas still inGalilee, 7saying that the
Son of Man must be delivered up into the
hands of sinful men and be crucified, and
the third day rise again?”

8They remembered hiswords, 9returned
from the tomb, and told all these things to
the eleven and to all the rest. 10 Now they
were Mary Magdalene, Joanna, and Mary
the mother of James. The other women
with them told these things to the apostles.
11 These words seemed to them to be non-
sense, and they didn’t believe them. 12 But
Peter got up and ran to the tomb. Stooping
and looking in, he saw the strips of linen
lying by themselves, and he departed to his
home, wondering what had happened.

13 Behold, two of them were going that
veryday toavillagenamedEmmaus,which
was sixty stadia* from Jerusalem. 14 They
talked with each other about all of these
things which had happened. 15While they
talked and questioned together, Jesus him-
self came near, and went with them. 16 But
their eyes were kept from recognizing him.
17He said to them, “What are you talking
about as youwalk, and are sad?”

18 One of them, named Cleopas, an-
swered him, “Are you the only stranger
in Jerusalem who doesn’t know the things
which have happened there in these days?”

19He said to them, “What things?”
They said to him, “The things concerning

Jesus the Nazarene, who was a prophet
mighty in deed and word before God and
all the people; 20 and how the chief priests
and our rulers delivered him up to be con-
demned to death, and crucified him. 21But
we were hoping that it was he who would
redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this,
it is now the third day since these things
happened. 22 Also, certain women of our
company amazed us, having arrived early
at the tomb; 23andwhen they didn’t findhis
body, they came saying that they had also
seenavisionof angels,who said that hewas
alive. 24 Some of us went to the tomb and
found it just like the women had said, but
they didn’t see him.”

25He said to them, “Foolish people, and
slow of heart to believe in all that the
prophets have spoken! 26 Didn’t the
Christ have to suffer these things and

† 23:44 Time was counted from sunrise, so the sixth hour was about noon. ‡ 23:44 3:00 p.m. * 24:13 60 stadia
= about 11 kilometers or about 7 miles.
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to enter into his glory?” 27 Beginning
from Moses and from all the prophets, he
explained to them in all the Scriptures the
things concerning himself.

28 They came near to the village where
theywere going, and he acted like hewould
go further.

29 They urged him, saying, “Stay with us,
for it is almost evening, and the day is al-
most over.”
Hewent in to stay with them. 30When he

had sat downat the tablewith them, he took
the bread and gave thanks. Breaking it, he
gave it to them. 31 Their eyes were opened
and they recognized him; then he vanished
out of their sight. 32 They said to one an-
other, “Weren’t our hearts burning within
us while he spoke to us along the way,
and while he opened the Scriptures to us?”
33 They rose up that very hour, returned to
Jerusalem, and found the eleven gathered
together, and those who were with them,
34 saying, “The Lord is risen indeed, and
has appeared to Simon!” 35 They related
the things that happened along the way,
and how he was recognized by them in the
breaking of the bread.

36 As they said these things, Jesus him-
self stood among them, and said to them,
“Peace be to you.”

37 But they were terrified and filled with
fear, and supposed that they had seen a
spirit.

38 He said to them, “Why are you trou-
bled? Why do doubts arise in your
hearts? 39 See my hands and my feet,
that it is trulyme. Touchmeand see, for
a spirit doesn’t have flesh and bones, as
you see that I have.” 40When he had said
this, he showed themhis hands andhis feet.
41While they still didn’t believe for joy, and
wondered, he said to them, “Do you have
anything here to eat?”

42 They gave him a piece of a broiled fish
and somehoneycomb. 43He took them, and
ate in front of them. 44 He said to them,
“This is what I told you while I was still
with you, that all things which are writ-
ten in the law of Moses, the prophets,
and the psalms concerning me must be
fulfilled.”

45 Then he opened their minds, that they
might understand the Scriptures. 46He said
to them, “Thus it is written, and thus
it was necessary for the Christ to suf-
fer and to rise from the dead the third
day, 47 and that repentance and remis-
sion of sins should be preached in his
name to all the nations, beginning at
Jerusalem. 48Youarewitnessesof these
things. 49Behold, I sendout thepromise
ofmy Father on you. But wait in the city

of Jerusalem until you are clothed with
power from on high.”

50He led them out as far as Bethany, and
he lifted up his hands and blessed them.
51 While he blessed them, he withdrew
from them andwas carried up into heaven.
52 They worshiped him and returned to
Jerusalem with great joy, 53 and were con-
tinually in the temple, praising andblessing
God. Amen.
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The Good News According to
John

1 In the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 2 The same was in the beginning with
God. 3 All things were made through him.
Without him, nothing was made that has
been made. 4 In him was life, and the life
was the light of men. 5 The light shines
in the darkness, and the darkness hasn’t
overcome* it.

6There cameamansent fromGod,whose
name was John. 7 The same came as a wit-
ness, that he might testify about the light,
that all might believe through him. 8 He
wasnot the light, butwas sent that hemight
testify about the light. 9 The true light that
enlightens everyone was coming into the
world.

10Hewas in theworld, and theworldwas
made through him, and the world didn’t
recognize him. 11He came to his own, and
thosewhowere his own didn’t receive him.
12 But as many as received him, to them he
gave the right to become God’s children, to
thosewho believe in his name: 13whowere
born, not of blood, nor of the will of the
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

14 The Word became flesh and lived
among us. We saw his glory, such glory as
of the only born† Son of the Father, full of
grace and truth. 15 John testified about him.
He cried out, saying, “Thiswas he ofwhom I
said, ‘Hewho comes aftermehas surpassed
me, for he was before me.’ ” 16 From his
fullness we all received grace upon grace.
17 For the law was given through Moses.
Grace and truth were realized through Je-
sus Christ.‡ 18 No one has seen God at any
time. The only born§ Son,* who is in the
bosom of the Father, has declared him.

19This is John’s testimony, when the Jews
sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to
ask him, “Who are you?”

20 He declared, and didn’t deny, but he
declared, “I am not the Christ.”

21 They asked him, “What then? Are you
Elijah?”
He said, “I am not.”
“Are you the prophet?”
He answered, “No.”

22 They said therefore to him, “Who are
you? Give us an answer to take back to
those who sent us. What do you say about
yourself?”

23 He said, “I am the voice of one crying
in thewilderness, ‘Make straight theway of
the Lord,’✡ as Isaiah the prophet said.”

24The oneswho had been sentwere from
the Pharisees. 25 They asked him, “Why
thendoyoubaptize if youarenot theChrist,
nor Elijah, nor the prophet?”

26 John answered them, “I baptize in wa-
ter, but among you stands one whom you
don’t know. 27He is the one who comes af-
ter me, who is preferred before me, whose
sandal strap I’m not worthy to loosen.”
28 These things were done in Bethany be-
yond the Jordan,where Johnwas baptizing.

29 The next day, he saw Jesus coming to
him, and said, “Behold,† the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sin of theworld! 30This
is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a
manwho is preferredbeforeme, for hewas
before me.’ 31 I didn’t know him, but for
this reason I came baptizing in water, that
he would be revealed to Israel.” 32 John
testified, saying, “I have seen the Spirit de-
scending like a dove out of heaven, and it
remained on him. 33 I didn’t recognize him,
but he who sent me to baptize in water
said to me, ‘On whomever you will see the
Spirit descending and remaining on him is
hewho baptizes in theHoly Spirit.’ 34 I have
seenandhave testified that this is the Sonof
God.”

35Again, the next day, John was standing
with two of his disciples, 36and he looked at
Jesus as he walked, and said, “Behold, the
Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard
him speak, and they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus
turned and saw them following, and said to
them, “What are you looking for?”
They said to him, “Rabbi” (which is to

say, being interpreted, Teacher), “where
are you staying?”

39He said to them, “Come and see.”
They came and saw where he was stay-

ing, and they stayed with him that day.
It was about the tenth hour.‡ 40 One of
the two who heard John and followed him
was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He
first found his own brother, Simon, and
said to him, “We have found the Messiah!”
(which is, being interpreted, Christ§). 42He

* 1:5 The word translated “overcome” (κατέλαβεν) can also be translated “comprehended.” It refers to getting a grip on
an enemy to defeat him. † 1:14 The phrase “only born” is from the Greek word “μονογενους”, which is sometimes

translated “only begotten” or “one and only”. ‡ 1:17 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. § 1:18 The phrase “only
born” is from the Greek word “μονογενη”, which is sometimes translated “only begotten” or “one and only”. * 1:18
NU reads “God” ✡ 1:23 Isaiah 40:3 † 1:29 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze

at. It is often used as an interjection. ‡ 1:39 4:00 p.m. § 1:41 “Messiah” (Hebrew) and “Christ” (Greek) bothmean
“Anointed One”.
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brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at
him and said, “You are Simon the son
of Jonah. You shall be called Cephas”
(which is by interpretation, Peter).*

43On the next day, he was determined to
go out into Galilee, and he found Philip. Je-
sus said to him, “Followme.” 44NowPhilip
was fromBethsaida, the city of Andrewand
Peter. 45Philip foundNathanael, and said to
him, “Wehave foundhimofwhomMoses in
the law and also the prophets, wrote: Jesus
of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”

46 Nathanael said to him, “Can any good
thing come out of Nazareth?”
Philip said to him, “Come and see.”
47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him,

and said about him, “Behold, an Israelite
indeed, in whom is no deceit!”

48 Nathanael said to him, “How do you
knowme?”
Jesus answered him, “Before Philip

called you, when you were under the
fig tree, I saw you.”

49Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you
are the Son of God! You are King of Israel!”

50 Jesus answered him, “Because I told
you, ‘I saw you underneath the fig tree,’
do you believe? You will see greater
things than these!” 51 He said to him,
“Most certainly, I tell you all, hereafter
you will see heaven opened, and the an-
gelsofGodascendinganddescendingon
the Son ofMan.”

2
1 The third day, there was a wedding in

Cana of Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there.
2 Jesus also was invited, with his disciples,
to the wedding. 3 When the wine ran out,
Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no
wine.”

4 Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does
that have to do with you and me? My
hour has not yet come.”

5His mother said to the servants, “What-
ever he says to you, do it.”

6Now there were six water pots of stone
set there after the Jews’ way of purifying,
containing two or three metretes* apiece.
7 Jesus said to them, “Fill the water pots
with water.” So they filled them up to the
brim. 8He said to them, “Now draw some
out, and take it to the ruler of the feast.”
So they took it. 9When the ruler of the feast
tasted the water now become wine, and
didn’t know where it came from (but the
servants who had drawn the water knew),
the ruler of the feast called the bridegroom

10 and said to him, “Everyone serves the
good wine first, and when the guests have
drunk freely, then that which is worse. You
have kept the good wine until now!” 11This
beginning of his signs Jesus did in Cana
of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his
disciples believed in him.

12After this, hewentdowntoCapernaum,
he, and his mother, his brothers, and his
disciples; and they stayed there a few days.

13 The Passover of the Jews was at hand,
and Jesuswent up to Jerusalem. 14He found
in the temple those who sold oxen, sheep,
and doves, and the changers of money sit-
ting. 15He made a whip of cords and drove
all out of the temple, both the sheep and
the oxen; and he poured out the changers’
money and overthrew their tables. 16 To
those who sold the doves, he said, “Take
these things out of here! Don’t makemy
Father’s house a marketplace!” 17 His
disciples remembered that it was written,
“Zeal for your house will eat me up.”✡

18 The Jews therefore answered him,
“What sign do you show us, seeing that you
do these things?”

19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this
temple, and in three days I will raise it
up.”

20 The Jews therefore said, “It took forty-
six years to build this temple! Will you raise
it up in three days?” 21 But he spoke of
the temple of his body. 22When therefore
he was raised from the dead, his disciples
remembered that he said this, and they
believed the Scripture and the word which
Jesus had said.

23Now when he was in Jerusalem at the
Passover, during the feast, many believed
in his name, observing his signs which he
did. 24 But Jesus didn’t entrust himself to
them, because he knew everyone, 25 and
because he didn’t need for anyone to testify
concerningman; for he himself knewwhat
was inman.

3
1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees

named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2He
came to Jesus by night and said to him,
“Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher
come from God, for no one can do these
signs that you do, unless God is with him.”

3 Jesus answered him, “Most certainly I
tell you, unless one is born anew, * he
can’t see God’s Kingdom.”

4Nicodemus said to him, “Howcan aman
be born when he is old? Can he enter a

* 1:42 “Cephas” (Aramaic) and “Peter” (Greek) bothmean “Rock”. * 2:6 2 to 3metretes is about 20 to 30U. S. Gallons,

or 75 to 115 liters. ✡ 2:17 Psalms 69:9 * 3:3 Theword translated “anew” here and in John 3:7 (ἄνωθεν) alsomeans
“again” and “from above”.
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second time into hismother’s womb and be
born?”

5 Jesus answered, “Most certainly I tell
you, unless one is born of water and
Spirit, he can’t enter into God’s King-
dom. 6 That which is born of the flesh
is flesh. That which is born of the Spirit
is spirit. 7 Don’t marvel that I said to
you, ‘You must be born anew.’ 8 The
wind† blows where it wants to, and you
hear its sound, but don’t know where it
comes from and where it is going. So is
everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

9 Nicodemus answered him, “How can
these things be?”

10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the
teacher of Israel, and don’t understand
these things? 11 Most certainly I tell
you, we speak that which we know and
testify of that which we have seen, and
you don’t receive our witness. 12 If
I told you earthly things and you don’t
believe, how will you believe if I tell
you heavenly things? 13 No one has
ascended into heaven but he who de-
scended out of heaven, the Son of Man,
who is in heaven. 14 As Moses lifted
up the serpent in the wilderness, even
so must the Son of Man be lifted up,
15 that whoever believes in him should
not perish, but have eternal life. 16For
God so loved the world, that he gave his
onlyborn‡Son, thatwhoeverbelieves in
him should not perish, but have eternal
life. 17 For God didn’t send his Son into
the world to judge the world, but that
theworld should be saved through him.
18He who believes in him is not judged.
He who doesn’t believe has been judged
already, because he has not believed in
the name of the only born Son of God.
19 This is the judgment, that the light
has come into the world, andmen loved
the darkness rather than the light, for
their works were evil. 20 For everyone
whodoes evil hates the light anddoesn’t
come to the light, lest his works would
beexposed. 21Buthewhodoes the truth
comes to the light, that his works may
berevealed, that theyhavebeendone in
God.”

22After these things, Jesus came with his
disciples into the land of Judea. He stayed
there with them and baptized. 23 John also
was baptizing in Enon near Salim, because
there was much water there. They came
and were baptized; 24 for John was not yet
thrown into prison. 25 Therefore a dispute

arose on the part of John’s disciples with
some Jews about purification. 26They came
to John and said to him, “Rabbi, he who
was with you beyond the Jordan, to whom
you have testified, behold, he baptizes, and
everyone is coming to him.”

27 John answered, “A man can receive
nothing unless it has been given him from
heaven. 28You yourselves testify that I said,
‘I am not the Christ,’ but, ‘I have been sent
before him.’ 29 He who has the bride is
the bridegroom; but the friend of the bride-
groom, who stands and hears him, rejoices
greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice.
Therefore my joy is made full. 30 He must
increase, but I must decrease.

31 “He who comes from above is above
all. He who is from the earth belongs to
the earth and speaks of the earth. He who
comes from heaven is above all. 32What he
has seen and heard, of that he testifies; and
no one receives his witness. 33He who has
received his witness has set his seal to this,
that God is true. 34 For he whom God has
sent speaks the words of God; for God gives
the Spirit without measure. 35 The Father
loves the Son, and has given all things into
his hand. 36Onewhobelieves in the Sonhas
eternal life, but one who disobeys§ the Son
won’t see life, but thewrath of God remains
on him.”

4
1Therefore when the Lord knew that the

Pharisees had heard that Jesus was mak-
ing and baptizing more disciples than John
2 (although Jesus himself didn’t baptize, but
his disciples), 3 he left Judea and departed
into Galilee. 4 He needed to pass through
Samaria. 5 So he came to a city of Samaria
called Sychar, near the parcel of ground
that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s
well was there. Jesus therefore, being tired
from his journey, sat down by the well. It
was about the sixth hour.*

7A woman of Samaria came to draw wa-
ter. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.”
8 For his disciples had gone away into the
city to buy food.

9The Samaritanwoman therefore said to
him, “How is it that you, being a Jew, ask
for a drink fromme, a Samaritan woman?”
(For Jews have no dealings with Samari-
tans.)

10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the
gift ofGod, andwho it iswho says to you,
‘Giveme a drink,’ youwould have asked

† 3:8 The sameGreekword (πνεῦμα)meanswind, breath, and spirit. ‡ 3:16 The phrase “only born” is from theGreek

word “μονογενη”, which is sometimes translated “only begotten” or “one and only”. § 3:36 The same word can be

translated “disobeys” or “disbelieves” in this context. * 4:6 noon
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him, andhewould have given you living
water.”

11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have
nothing to draw with, and the well is deep.
So where do you get that living water?
12 Are you greater than our father Jacob,
whogaveus thewell anddrank from it him-
self, as did his children and his livestock?”

13 Jesus answered her, “Everyone who
drinks of this water will thirst again,
14 but whoever drinks of the water that
I will give him will never thirst again;
but the water that I will give him will
become in him awell of water springing
up to eternal life.”

15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me
this water, so that I don’t get thirsty, neither
come all the way here to draw.”

16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your hus-
band, and come here.”

17 The woman answered, “I have no hus-
band.”
Jesus said to her, “You said well, ‘I have

no husband,’ 18 for you have had five
husbands; and he whom you now have
is not your husband. This you have said
truly.”

19The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive
that you are a prophet. 20Our fathers wor-
shiped in this mountain, and you Jews say
that in Jerusalem is the place where people
ought to worship.”

21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe
me, the hour is coming when neither in
thismountain nor in Jerusalemwill you
worship the Father. 22Youworship that
which you don’t know. We worship that
whichweknow; forsalvation is fromthe
Jews. 23But the hour comes, and now is,
when the true worshipers will worship
the Father in spirit and truth, for the
Father seeks such to be his worshipers.
24 God is spirit, and those who worship
himmust worship in spirit and truth.”

25 The woman said to him, “I know that
Messiah is coming, he who is called Christ.†
When he has come, he will declare to us all
things.”

26 Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one
who speaks to you.”

27 Just then, his disciples came. Theymar-
veled that he was speaking with a woman;
yet no one said, “What are you looking for?”
or, “Why do you speak with her?” 28 So the
woman left her water pot, went away into
the city, and said to thepeople, 29“Come, see
a man who told me everything that I have
done. Can this be the Christ?” 30They went
out of the city, and were coming to him.

31 In the meanwhile, the disciples urged
him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.”

32Buthe said to them, “I have food toeat
that you don’t know about.”

33 The disciples therefore said to one an-
other, “Has anyone brought him something
to eat?”

34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do
the will of him who sent me and to ac-
complish his work. 35 Don’t you say,
‘Thereareyet fourmonthsuntil thehar-
vest’? Behold, I tell you, lift up your
eyes and look at the fields, that they are
white for harvest already. 36 He who
reaps receives wages and gathers fruit
to eternal life, that both he who sows
and he who reaps may rejoice together.
37 For in this the saying is true, ‘One
sows, and another reaps.’ 38 I sent
you to reap that for which you haven’t
labored. Others have labored, and you
have entered into their labor.”

39 From that city many of the Samaritans
believed in him because of the word of the
woman, who testified, “He told me every-
thing that I have done.” 40 So when the
Samaritans came to him, they begged him
to staywith them. He stayed there twodays.
41Manymore believed because of hisword.
42Theysaid to thewoman, “Nowwebelieve,
not because of your speaking; for we have
heard for ourselves, and know that this is
indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world.”

43 After the two days he went out from
there and went into Galilee. 44 For Je-
sus himself testified that a prophet has no
honor in his own country. 45 So when he
came into Galilee, the Galileans received
him, having seen all the things that he did
in Jerusalem at the feast, for they also went
to the feast. 46 Jesus came therefore again to
Cana of Galilee, where he made the water
into wine. There was a certain nobleman
whose sonwas sick at Capernaum. 47When
he heard that Jesus had come out of Judea
into Galilee, he went to him and begged
him that he would come down and heal
his son, for he was at the point of death.
48 Jesus therefore said to him, “Unless you
see signs and wonders, you will in no
way believe.”

49 The nobleman said to him, “Sir, come
down before my child dies.”

50 Jesus said to him, “Go your way. Your
son lives.” Themanbelieved theword that
Jesus spoke to him, and he went his way.
51 As he was going down, his servants met
himand reported, saying “Your child lives!”
52 So he inquired of them the hour when he
began to get better. They said therefore to

† 4:25 “Messiah” (Hebrew) and “Christ” (Greek) bothmean “Anointed One”. ‡ 4:52 1:00 p.m.
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him, “Yesterday at the seventh hour,‡ the
fever left him.” 53 So the father knew that it
was at that hour in which Jesus said to him,
“Your son lives.” He believed, as did his
wholehouse. 54This is again thesecondsign
that Jesusdid, havingcomeoutof Judea into
Galilee.

5
1 After these things, there was a feast of

the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
2 Now in Jerusalem by the sheep gate,
there is a pool, which is called in Hebrew,
“Bethesda”, having five porches. 3 In these
lay a great multitude of those who were
sick, blind, lame, or paralyzed, waiting for
the moving of the water; 4 for an angel
went down at certain times into the pool
and stirred up the water. Whoever stepped
in first after the stirring of the water was
healed of whatever disease he had.* 5 A
certain man was there who had been sick
for thirty-eight years. 6When Jesus sawhim
lying there, and knew that he had been sick
for a long time, heaskedhim, “Doyouwant
to bemadewell?”

7The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have
no one to put me into the pool when the
water is stirred up, but while I’m coming,
another steps down before me.”

8 Jesus said to him, “Arise, take up your
mat, andwalk.”

9 Immediately, the man was made well,
and took up his mat and walked.
Now that day was a Sabbath. 10 So the

Jews said to him who was cured, “It is the
Sabbath. It is not lawful for you to carry the
mat.”

11He answered them, “He who made me
well said to me, ‘Take up your mat and
walk.’ ”

12 Then they asked him, “Who is the man
who said to you, ‘Take up your mat and
walk’?”

13 But he who was healed didn’t know
who it was, for Jesus had withdrawn, a
crowd being in the place.

14Afterward Jesus found him in the tem-
ple and said to him, “Behold, you are
made well. Sin nomore, so that nothing
worse happens to you.”

15 The man went away, and told the Jews
that it was Jesus who had made him well.
16 For this cause the Jews persecuted Jesus
and sought to kill him, because he did these
things on the Sabbath. 17 But Jesus an-
swered them, “MyFather is still working,
so I amworking, too.”

18For this cause therefore the Jews sought
all the more to kill him, because he not

only broke the Sabbath, but also called God
his own Father, making himself equal with
God. 19 Jesus therefore answered them,
“Mostcertainly, I tell you, theSoncando
nothing of himself, but what he sees the
Father doing. For whatever things he
does, these the Son also does likewise.
20 For the Father has affection for the
Son, and shows him all things that he
himself does. He will show him greater
works than these, that youmaymarvel.
21 For as the Father raises the dead and
gives them life, even so the Son also
gives life to whomhe desires. 22For the
Father judges no one, but he has given
all judgment to the Son, 23 that all may
honor the Son, even as they honor the
Father. He who doesn’t honor the Son
doesn’t honor the Father who sent him.

24 “Most certainly I tell you, he who
hears my word and believes him who
sent me has eternal life, and doesn’t
come into judgment, but has passed out
of death into life. 25Most certainly I tell
you, the hour comes, and now is, when
thedeadwillheartheSonofGod’svoice;
and those who hear will live. 26 For as
the Father has life in himself, even so
he gave to the Son also to have life in
himself. 27He also gave him authority
toexecute judgment, becausehe is a son
of man. 28 Don’t marvel at this, for
the hour comes in which all who are in
the tombs will hear his voice 29and will
come out; those who have done good, to
the resurrection of life; and those who
have done evil, to the resurrection of
judgment. 30 I can ofmyself do nothing.
As I hear, I judge; and my judgment is
righteous, because I don’t seek my own
will, but the will of my Father who sent
me.

31 “If I testify about myself, my wit-
ness is not valid. 32 It is another who
testifies about me. I know that the tes-
timony which he testifies about me is
true. 33 You have sent to John, and he
has testified to the truth. 34 But the
testimony which I receive is not from
man. However, I say these things that
youmaybesaved. 35Hewas theburning
and shining lamp, and you were willing
to rejoice for a while in his light. 36But
the testimony which I have is greater
than that of John; for the works which
the Father gave me to accomplish, the
very works that I do, testify about me,
that the Father has sent me. 37 The
Father himself, who sent me, has testi-
fied about me. You have neither heard

* 5:4 NU omits from “waiting” in verse 3 to the end of verse 4.
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his voice at any time, nor seen his form.
38You don’t have his word living in you,
because you don’t believe himwhomhe
sent.

39 “You search the Scriptures, because
you think that in them you have eternal
life; and these are they which testify
about me. 40 Yet you will not come
to me, that you may have life. 41 I
don’t receive glory from men. 42 But
I know you, that you don’t have God’s
love in yourselves. 43 I have come in
myFather’sname, andyoudon’t receive
me. If another comes in his own name,
you will receive him. 44 How can you
believe, who receive glory from one an-
other, and you don’t seek the glory that
comes from the only God?

45 “Don’t think that I will accuse you
to the Father. There is one who accuses
you, even Moses, on whom you have
set your hope. 46 For if you believed
Moses, you would believe me; for he
wrote about me. 47 But if you don’t be-
lieve his writings, how will you believe
mywords?”

6
1 After these things, Jesus went away to

the other side of the sea of Galilee, which
is also called the Sea of Tiberias. 2 A great
multitude followed him, because they saw
his signs which he did on those who were
sick. 3 Jesuswent up into themountain, and
he sat there with his disciples. 4 Now the
Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand.
5 Jesus therefore, lifting up his eyes and
seeing that a greatmultitudewas coming to
him, said to Philip, “Where are we to buy
bread, that thesemay eat?” 6He said this
to test him, for he himself knew what he
would do.

7 Philip answered him, “Two hundred
denarii* worth of bread is not sufficient for
them, that every one of themmay receive a
little.”

8One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Pe-
ter’s brother, said to him, 9 “There is a boy
here who has five barley loaves and two
fish, but what are these among somany?”

10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit
down.” Now there was much grass in
that place. So the men sat down, in
number about five thousand. 11 Jesus
took the loaves, and having given thanks,
he distributed to the disciples, and the
disciples to those who were sitting down,
likewise also of the fish as much as they

desired. 12 When they were filled, he said
to his disciples, “Gather up the broken
pieces which are left over, that nothing
be lost.” 13 So they gathered them up, and
filled twelve baskets with broken pieces
from the five barley loaves, which were
left over by those who had eaten. 14When
therefore the people saw the sign which
Jesus did, they said, “This is truly the
prophetwho comes into theworld.” 15 Jesus
therefore, perceiving that they were about
to come and take him by force to make him
king, withdrew again to the mountain by
himself.

16When evening came, his discipleswent
down to the sea. 17 They entered into the
boat, and were going over the sea to Caper-
naum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not
come to them. 18 The sea was tossed by a
greatwindblowing. 19When therefore they
had rowed about twenty-five or thirty sta-
dia,† they saw Jesuswalkingon the sea✡and
drawing near to the boat; and they were
afraid. 20But he said to them, “It is I.‡Don’t
be afraid.” 21 They were willing therefore
to receive him into the boat. Immediately
the boat was at the land where they were
going.

22 On the next day, the multitude that
stood on the other side of the sea saw that
there was no other boat there, except the
one in which his disciples had embarked,
and that Jesus hadn’t entered with his dis-
ciples into the boat, but his disciples had
gone away alone. 23 However, boats from
Tiberias came near to the place where they
ate the bread after the Lord had given
thanks. 24 When the multitude therefore
saw that Jesus wasn’t there, nor his disci-
ples, they themselves got into the boats and
came toCapernaum, seeking Jesus. 25When
they found him on the other side of the sea,
they asked him, “Rabbi, when did you come
here?”

26 Jesus answered them, “Most certainly
I tell you, you seek me, not because you
saw signs, but because you ate of the
loavesandwerefilled. 27Don’twork for
thefoodwhichperishes,but for thefood
which remains to eternal life, which the
Son of Man will give to you. For God the
Father has sealed him.”

28They said therefore to him, “Whatmust
wedo, thatwemaywork theworksofGod?”

29 Jesus answered them, “This is the
work of God, that you believe in him
whomhe has sent.”

* 6:7 A denarius was a silver coin worth about a day’s wages for an agricultural laborer, so 200 denarii would be
between 6 and 7month’s pay. † 6:19 25 to 30 stadia is about 5 to 6 kilometers or about 3 to 4miles ✡ 6:19 See Job
9:8 ‡ 6:20 or, I AM
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30They said therefore to him, “What then
do you do for a sign, that we may see and
believe you? What work do you do? 31Our
fathers ate themanna in thewilderness. As
it is written, ‘He gave them bread out of
heaven§ to eat.’ ”✡

32 Jesus therefore said to them, “Most
certainly, I tell you, it wasn’t Moses who
gave you the bread out of heaven, but
my Father gives you the true bread out
of heaven. 33 For the bread of God is
that which comes down out of heaven
and gives life to the world.”

34 They said therefore to him, “Lord, al-
ways give us this bread.”

35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread
of life. Whoever comes to me will not
be hungry, and whoever believes in me
will never be thirsty. 36 But I told you
that youhave seenme, andyet youdon’t
believe. 37 All those whom the Father
givesmewill come tome. Hewho comes
tome I will in noway throw out. 38For I
have come down fromheaven, not to do
myownwill, but thewill ofhimwhosent
me. 39This is the will of my Father who
sent me, that of all he has given to me
I should lose nothing, but should raise
him up at the last day. 40This is the will
of the one who sent me, that everyone
who sees the Son and believes in him
should have eternal life; and I will raise
him up at the last day.”

41 The Jews therefore murmured con-
cerning him, because he said, “I am the
breadwhich camedown out of heaven.”
42 They said, “Isn’t this Jesus, the son of
Joseph,whose father andmotherweknow?
How then does he say, ‘I have come down
out of heaven’?”

43 Therefore Jesus answered them,
“Don’t murmur among yourselves.
44 No one can come to me unless the
Father who sent me draws him; and I
will raise him up in the last day. 45 It
is written in the prophets, ‘They will
all be taught by God.’ ✡ Therefore
everyone who hears from the Father
and has learned, comes to me. 46 Not
that anyone has seen the Father, except
he who is from God. He has seen the
Father. 47Most certainly, I tell you, he
who believes in me has eternal life. 48 I
am the bread of life. 49Your fathers ate
the manna in the wilderness and they
died. 50 This is the bread which comes
down out of heaven, that anyone may
eat of it and not die. 51 I am the living
bread which came down out of heaven.

If anyone eats of this bread, he will live
forever. Yes, the bread which I will give
for the life of the world ismy flesh.”

52The Jews therefore contendedwith one
another, saying, “How can this man give us
his flesh to eat?”

53 Jesus therefore said to them, “Most
certainly I tell you, unless you eat the
flesh of the Son of Man and drink his
blood, you don’t have life in yourselves.
54 He who eats my flesh and drinks my
blood has eternal life, and I will raise
him up at the last day. 55 For my flesh
is food indeed, and my blood is drink
indeed. 56 He who eats my flesh and
drinks my blood lives in me, and I in
him. 57 As the living Father sent me,
and I live because of the Father, so he
who feeds on me will also live because
of me. 58 This is the bread which came
down out of heaven—not as our fathers
ate the manna and died. He who eats
this bread will live forever.” 59 He said
these things in the synagogue, as he taught
in Capernaum.

60 Therefore many of his disciples, when
they heard this, said, “This is a hard saying!
Who can listen to it?”

61 But Jesus knowing in himself that
his disciples murmured at this, said to
them, “Does this cause you to stumble?
62Then what if you would see the Son of
Man ascending to where he was before?
63 It is the spirit who gives life. The
flesh profits nothing. The words that
I speak to you are spirit, and are life.
64 But there are some of you who don’t
believe.” For Jesus knew from the begin-
ningwho theywerewhodidn’t believe, and
who it was who would betray him. 65 He
said, “For this cause I have said to you
that no one can come to me, unless it is
given to him bymy Father.”

66At this, many of his disciples went back
andwalked nomore with him. 67 Jesus said
therefore to the twelve, “You don’t also
want to go away, do you?”

68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to
whomwould we go? You have the words of
eternal life. 69Wehave come to believe and
know that you are the Christ, the Son of the
living God.”

70 Jesus answered them, “Didn’t I choose
you, the twelve, and one of you is a
devil?” 71 Now he spoke of Judas, the son
of Simon Iscariot, for it was he who would
betray him, being one of the twelve.

§ 6:31 Greek and Hebrew use the same word for “heaven”, “the heavens”, “the sky”, and “the air”. ✡ 6:31 Exodus
16:4; Nehemiah 9:15; Psalms 78:24-25 ✡ 6:45 Isaiah 54:13
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7
1 After these things, Jesus was walking

in Galilee, for he wouldn’t walk in Judea,
because the Jews sought to kill him. 2Now
the feast of the Jews, the Feast of Booths,
was at hand. 3His brothers therefore said
tohim, “Depart fromhereandgo into Judea,
that your disciples alsomay see yourworks
which you do. 4For no one does anything in
secret while he seeks to be known openly.
If you do these things, reveal yourself to
the world.” 5 For even his brothers didn’t
believe in him.

6 Jesus therefore said to them, “My time
has not yet come, but your time is al-
ways ready. 7The world can’t hate you,
but it hates me, because I testify about
it, that its works are evil. 8 You go
up to the feast. I am not yet going up
to this feast, because my time is not yet
fulfilled.”

9 Having said these things to them, he
stayed in Galilee. 10 But when his brothers
had gone up to the feast, then he also went
up, not publicly, but as it were in secret.
11 The Jews therefore sought him at the
feast, and said, “Where is he?” 12 There
was much murmuring among the multi-
tudes concerning him. Some said, “He is
a good man.” Others said, “Not so, but he
leads the multitude astray.” 13 Yet no one
spoke openly of him for fear of the Jews.
14 But when it was now the middle of the
feast, Jesus went up into the temple and
taught. 15 The Jews therefore marveled,
saying, “How does this man know letters,
having never been educated?”

16 Jesus therefore answered them, “My
teaching is not mine, but his who sent
me. 17 If anyone desires to do his
will, he will know about the teaching,
whether it is from God or if I am speak-
ing frommyself. 18Hewho speaks from
himself seeks his own glory, but he who
seeks the glory of him who sent him is
true, and no unrighteousness is in him.
19Didn’t Moses give you the law, and yet
none of you keeps the law? Why do you
seek to kill me?”

20 The multitude answered, “You have a
demon! Who seeks to kill you?”

21 Jesus answered them, “I did one
work and you all marvel because of it.
22Moseshasgivenyoucircumcision (not
that it is of Moses, but of the fathers),
and on the Sabbath you circumcise a
boy. 23 If a boy receives circumcision
on the Sabbath, that the law of Moses
may not be broken, are you angry with
me because I made a man completely

healthy on the Sabbath? 24Don’t judge
according to appearance, but judge
righteous judgment.”

25 Therefore some of them of Jerusalem
said, “Isn’t this he whom they seek to
kill? 26 Behold, he speaks openly, and
they say nothing to him. Can it be that
the rulers indeed know that this is truly
the Christ? 27 However, we know where
this man comes from, but when the Christ
comes, no one will know where he comes
from.”

28 Jesus therefore cried out in the temple,
teaching and saying, “You both knowme,
and know where I am from. I have not
come of myself, but he who sent me is
true, whom you don’t know. 29 I know
him, because I amfromhim, andhe sent
me.”

30 They sought therefore to take him; but
no one laid ahandonhim, because his hour
had not yet come. 31 But of the multitude,
many believed in him. They said, “When
the Christ comes, he won’t do more signs
than those which this man has done, will
he?” 32 The Pharisees heard the multitude
murmuring these things concerning him,
and the chief priests and the Pharisees sent
officers to arrest him.

33 Then Jesus said, “I will be with you a
little while longer, then I go to him who
sent me. 34You will seek me and won’t
findme. You can’t comewhere I am.”

35 The Jews therefore said among them-
selves, “Where will this man go that we
won’t findhim? Will he go to theDispersion
among the Greeks and teach the Greeks?
36What is this word that he said, ‘You will
seekme, andwon’t findme;’ and ‘Where
I am, you can’t come’?”

37Now on the last and greatest day of the
feast, Jesus stood and cried out, “If anyone
is thirsty, let him come tome and drink!
38 He who believes in me, as the Scrip-
ture has said, fromwithin himwill flow
rivers of living water.” 39But he said this
about the Spirit, which those believing in
him were to receive. For the Holy Spirit
was not yet given, because Jesus wasn’t yet
glorified.

40Many of themultitude therefore, when
they heard these words, said, “This is truly
the prophet.” 41 Others said, “This is the
Christ.” But some said, “What, does the
Christ come out of Galilee? 42 Hasn’t the
Scripture said that the Christ comes of the
offspring* of David, ✡ and from Bethle-
hem,✡ the village where David was?” 43 So
a division arose in themultitude because of
him. 44 Some of them would have arrested

* 7:42 or, seed ✡ 7:42 2 Samuel 7:12 ✡ 7:42 Micah 5:2
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him, but no one laid hands on him. 45 The
officers therefore came to the chief priests
and Pharisees; and they said to them, “Why
didn’t you bring him?”

46 The officers answered, “No man ever
spoke like this man!”

47 The Pharisees therefore answered
them, “You aren’t also led astray, are you?
48 Have any of the rulers or any of the
Pharisees believed in him? 49 But this
multitude that doesn’t know the law is
cursed.”

50 Nicodemus (he who came to him by
night, being one of them) said to them,
51 “Does our law judge a man unless it first
hears fromhimpersonally andknowswhat
he does?”

52Theyansweredhim, “Areyoualso from
Galilee? Search and see that no prophet has
arisen out of Galilee.”✡

53Everyone went to his own house,

8
1but Jesus went to theMount of Olives.
2Nowvery early in themorning, he came

again into the temple, and all the people
came to him. He sat down and taught them.
3 The scribes and the Pharisees brought a
woman taken in adultery. Having set her
in the middle, 4 they told him, “Teacher, we
found this woman in adultery, in the very
act. 5 Now in our law, Moses commanded
us to stone suchwomen.✡ What thendoyou
say about her?” 6They said this testing him,
that they might have something to accuse
him of.
But Jesus stooped down and wrote on

the ground with his finger. 7 But when
they continued asking him, he looked up
and said to them, “He who is without sin
among you, let him throw thefirst stone
at her.” 8 Again he stooped down and
wrote on the groundwith his finger.

9 They, when they heard it, being con-
victed by their conscience, went out one by
one, beginning from the oldest, even to the
last. Jesus was left alone with the woman
where she was, in the middle. 10 Jesus,
standing up, saw her and said, “Woman,
where are your accusers? Did no one
condemn you?”

11 She said, “No one, Lord.”
Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you.

Go your way. From now on, sin no
more.”*

12 Again, therefore, Jesus spoke to them,
saying, “I am the light of the world.✡

He who follows me will not walk in the
darkness, butwill have the light of life.”

13 The Pharisees therefore said to him,
“You testify about yourself. Your testimony
is not valid.”

14 Jesus answered them, “Even if I testify
about myself, my testimony is true, for
I know where I came from, and where
I am going; but you don’t know where I
came from, or where I am going. 15You
judge according to the flesh. I judge no
one. 16Even if I do judge, my judgment
is true, for I am not alone, but I amwith
the Father who sent me. 17 It’s also
written in your law that the testimony
of two people is valid.✡ 18 I am one who
testifies about myself, and the Father
who sentme testifies aboutme.”

19 They said therefore to him, “Where is
your Father?”
Jesus answered, “You know neither me

nor my Father. If you knew me, you
would know my Father also.” 20 Jesus
spoke these words in the treasury, as he
taught in the temple. Yet no one arrested
him, because his hour had not yet come.
21 Jesus said therefore again to them, “I am
going away, and you will seek me, and
youwill die in your sins. Where I go, you
can’t come.”

22 The Jews therefore said, “Will he kill
himself, because he says, ‘Where I am go-
ing, you can’t come’?”

23 He said to them, “You are from be-
neath. I am from above. You are of this
world. I am not of this world. 24 I said
therefore toyou thatyouwilldie inyour
sins; forunlessyoubelieve that Iam†he,
youwill die in your sins.”

25 They said therefore to him, “Who are
you?”
Jesus said to them, “Just what I have

been saying to you from the beginning.
26 I have many things to speak and to
judge concerning you. However, he who
sent me is true; and the things which
I heard from him, these I say to the
world.”

27 They didn’t understand that he spoke
to them about the Father. 28 Jesus therefore
said to them, “When you have lifted up
theSonofMan, thenyouwill knowthat I
amhe, and I do nothing ofmyself, but as
my Father taught me, I say these things.
29Hewho sentme iswithme. TheFather
hasn’t left me alone, for I always do the
things that are pleasing to him.”

✡ 7:52 See Isaiah 9:1; Matthew 4:13-16 ✡ 8:5 Leviticus 20:10; Deuteronomy 22:22 * 8:11 NU includes John
7:53–John 8:11, but puts brackets around it to indicate that the textual critics had less confidence that this was original.
✡ 8:12 Isaiah 60:1 ✡ 8:17 Deuteronomy 17:6; 19:15 † 8:24 or, I AM
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30 As he spoke these things, many be-
lieved in him. 31 Jesus therefore said to
those Jews who had believed him, “If you
remain in my word, then you are truly
mydisciples. 32Youwill know the truth,
and the truth will make you free.” ✡

33 They answered him, “We are Abra-
ham’s offspring, and have never been in
bondage to anyone. How do you say, ‘You
will bemade free’?”

34 Jesus answered them, “Most certainly
I tell you, everyone who commits sin is
the bondservant of sin. 35 A bondser-
vant doesn’t live in the house forever.
A son remains forever. 36 If therefore
the Sonmakes you free, you will be free
indeed. 37 I know that you are Abra-
ham’s offspring, yet you seek to kill me,
because my word finds no place in you.
38 I say the thingswhich I have seenwith
my Father; and you also do the things
which you have seenwith your father.”

39 They answered him, “Our father is
Abraham.”
Jesus said to them, “If you were Abra-

ham’s children, youwould do theworks
of Abraham. 40 But now you seek to
kill me, a man who has told you the
truthwhich Iheard fromGod. Abraham
didn’t do this. 41 You do the works of
your father.”
They said to him, “We were not born of

sexual immorality. We have one Father,
God.”

42 Therefore Jesus said to them, “If God
were your father, you would love me,
for I came out and have come fromGod.
For I haven’t come of myself, but he
sent me. 43Why don’t you understand
my speech? Because you can’t hear my
word. 44 You are of your father the
devil, and you want to do the desires of
your father. He was a murderer from
the beginning, and doesn’t stand in the
truth, because there is no truth in him.
When he speaks a lie, he speaks on his
own; for he is a liar, and the father of
lies. 45 But because I tell the truth,
you don’t believe me. 46Which of you
convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth,
why do you not believe me? 47He who
is of God hears the words of God. For
this cause you don’t hear, because you
are not of God.”

48Then the Jewsansweredhim, “Don’twe
saywell that you are a Samaritan, and have
a demon?”

49 Jesus answered, “I don’t have a de-
mon, but I honor my Father and you
dishonor me. 50 But I don’t seek my

own glory. There is one who seeks and
judges. 51Most certainly, I tell you, if a
personkeepsmyword, hewill never see
death.”

52 Then the Jews said to him, “Now we
know that you have a demon. Abraham
died, as did the prophets; and you say, ‘If a
man keeps my word, he will never taste
of death.’ 53 Are you greater than our
father Abraham, who died? The prophets
died. Who do youmake yourself out to be?”

54 Jesus answered, “If I glorify myself,
my glory is nothing. It is my Father who
glorifies me, of whom you say that he is
our God. 55 You have not known him,
but I know him. If I said, ‘I don’t know
him,’ I would be like you, a liar. But I
know him and keep his word. 56 Your
father Abraham rejoiced to see my day.
He saw it andwas glad.”

57 The Jews therefore said to him, “You
are not yet fifty years old! Have you seen
Abraham?”

58 Jesus said to them, “Most certainly,
I tell you, before Abraham came into
existence, I AM.✡”

59Therefore they took up stones to throw
athim, but Jesushidhimself andwentoutof
the temple, havinggone through themiddle
of them, and so passed by.

9
1 As he passed by, he saw a man blind

from birth. 2 His disciples asked him,
“Rabbi,whosinned, thismanorhisparents,
that he was born blind?”

3 Jesus answered, “This man didn’t sin,
nor did his parents, but that the works
of God might be revealed in him. 4 I
must work the works of him who sent
me while it is day. The night is com-
ing, when no one can work. 5 While
I am in the world, I am the light of
the world.” 6 When he had said this, he
spat on the ground, made mud with the
saliva, anointed the blind man’s eyes with
the mud, 7 and said to him, “Go, wash in
the pool of Siloam” (whichmeans “Sent”).
So he went away, washed, and came back
seeing.

8Therefore the neighbors and those who
saw that he was blind before said, “Isn’t
this he who sat and begged?” 9Others were
saying, “It is he.” Still others were saying,
“He looks like him.”
He said, “I am he.”
10They therefore were asking him, “How

were your eyes opened?”
11Heanswered, “Amancalled Jesusmade

mud, anointedmy eyes, and said tome, ‘Go
✡ 8:32 Psalms 119:45 ✡ 8:58 Exodus 3:14
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to thepoolof Siloamandwash.’ So Iwent
away andwashed, and I received sight.”

12Then they asked him, “Where is he?”
He said, “I don’t know.”
13 They brought him who had been blind

to the Pharisees. 14 It was a Sabbath when
Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes.
15Again therefore the Pharisees also asked
him how he received his sight. He said to
them, “He put mud on my eyes, I washed,
and I see.”

16 Some therefore of the Pharisees said,
“This man is not from God, because he
doesn’t keep the Sabbath.”
Others said, “How can a man who is a

sinnerdosuchsigns?” So therewasdivision
among them.

17 Therefore they asked the blind man
again, “Whatdoyou sayabouthim, because
he opened your eyes?”
He said, “He is a prophet.”
18 The Jews therefore didn’t believe con-

cerning him, that he had been blind and
had received his sight, until they called the
parents of him who had received his sight,
19 and asked them, “Is this your son, whom
you say was born blind? How then does he
now see?”

20His parents answered them, “We know
that this is our son, and that he was born
blind; 21 but how he now sees, we don’t
know; or who opened his eyes, we don’t
know. He is of age. Ask him. He will speak
forhimself.” 22Hisparents said these things
because they feared the Jews; for the Jews
had already agreed that if any man would
confess him as Christ, he would be put out
of the synagogue. 23 Therefore his parents
said, “He is of age. Ask him.”

24So they called themanwhowas blind a
second time, and said to him, “Give glory to
God. We know that this man is a sinner.”

25 He therefore answered, “I don’t know
if he is a sinner. One thing I do know: that
though I was blind, now I see.”

26They said to himagain, “What didhedo
to you? How did he open your eyes?”

27He answered them, “I told you already,
and you didn’t listen. Why do you want
to hear it again? You don’t also want to
become his disciples, do you?”

28 They insulted him and said, “You are
his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses.
29We know that God has spoken to Moses.
But as for this man, we don’t know where
he comes from.”

30 The man answered them, “How amaz-
ing! You don’t know where he comes from,
yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that
God doesn’t listen to sinners, but if anyone

is a worshiper of God and does his will, he
listens to him.✡ 32 Since the world began
it has never been heard of that anyone
opened theeyesof someonebornblind. 33 If
this man were not from God, he could do
nothing.”

34 They answered him, “You were alto-
gether born in sins, and do you teach us?”
Then they threw him out.

35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him
out, and finding him, he said, “Do you be-
lieve in the Son of God?”

36 He answered, “Who is he, Lord, that I
may believe in him?”

37 Jesus said tohim, “Youhaveboth seen
him, and it is he who speaks with you.”

38He said, “Lord, I believe!” and he wor-
shiped him.

39 Jesus said, “I came into thisworld for
judgment, that those who don’t see may
see; and that thosewho seemay become
blind.”

40 Those of the Pharisees who were with
him heard these things, and said to him,
“Are we also blind?”

41 Jesus said to them, “If youwere blind,
you would have no sin; but now you say,
‘We see.’ Therefore your sin remains.

10
1 “Most certainly, I tell you, one who

doesn’t enter by the door into the sheep
fold, but climbs up some other way, is
a thief and a robber. 2 But one who
enters in by the door is the shepherd
of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens
the gate for him, and the sheep listen
to his voice. He calls his own sheep by
name and leads them out. 4Whenever
he brings out his own sheep, he goes
before them; and the sheep follow him,
for they know his voice. 5 They will by
nomeans follow a stranger, but will flee
from him; for they don’t know the voice
of strangers.” 6 Jesus spoke this parable to
them, but they didn’t understand what he
was telling them.

7 Jesus therefore said to them again,
“Most certainly, I tell you, I am the
sheep’s door. 8All who came before me
are thieves and robbers, but the sheep
didn’t listen to them. 9 I am the door.
If anyone enters in by me, he will be
saved, and will go in and go out and
will find pasture. 10 The thief only
comes to steal, kill, and destroy. I came
that theymay have life, andmay have it
abundantly.

11 “I am the good shepherd.✡ The
good shepherd lays down his life for the

✡ 9:31 Psalms 66:18; Proverbs 15:29; 28:9 ✡ 10:11 Isaiah 40:11; Ezekiel 34:11-12,15,22
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sheep. 12He who is a hired hand, and
not a shepherd, who doesn’t own the
sheep, sees the wolf coming, leaves the
sheep, and flees. The wolf snatches the
sheep and scatters them. 13 The hired
hand flees because he is a hired hand
and doesn’t care for the sheep. 14 I am
the good shepherd. I knowmy own, and
I’mknown bymy own; 15even as the Fa-
ther knowsme, and I know the Father. I
lay downmy life for the sheep. 16 I have
other sheepwhicharenot of this fold.✡ I
mustbring themalso, and theywill hear
my voice. They will become one flock
with one shepherd. 17 Therefore the
Father loves me, because I lay downmy
life, ✡ that I may take it again. 18 No
one takes it away from me, but I lay it
down by myself. I have power to lay it
down, and I have power to take it again.
I received this commandment from my
Father.”

19Thereforeadivisionaroseagainamong
the Jews because of thesewords. 20Many of
them said, “He has a demon and is insane!
Why do you listen to him?” 21 Others said,
“These are not the sayings of one possessed
by a demon. It isn’t possible for a demon to
open the eyes of the blind, is it?”✡

22 It was the Feast of the Dedication* at
Jerusalem. 23 It was winter, and Jesus was
walking in the temple, in Solomon’s porch.
24The Jews therefore came aroundhimand
said to him, “How long will you hold us
in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us
plainly.”

25 Jesus answered them, “I told you, and
you don’t believe. The works that I do
inmy Father’s name, these testify about
me. 26 But you don’t believe, because
you are not of my sheep, as I told you.
27My sheep hear my voice, and I know
them, and they follow me. 28 I give
eternal life to them. They will never
perish, and no one will snatch them out
of my hand. 29My Father who has given
them to me is greater than all. No one
is able to snatch themout ofmyFather’s
hand. 30 I and the Father are one.”

31Therefore the Jews tookupstonesagain
to stone him. 32 Jesus answered them, “I
have shown youmany good works from
my Father. For which of those works do
you stoneme?”

33 The Jews answered him, “We don’t
stone you for a good work, but for blas-
phemy, because you, being a man, make
yourself God.”

34 Jesus answered them, “Isn’t it written
in your law, ‘I said, you are gods’?✡ 35 If
he called them gods, to whom the word
of God came (and the Scripture can’t be
broken), 36 do you say of him whom
the Father sanctified and sent into the
world, ‘You blaspheme,’ because I said,
‘I am the Son of God’? 37 If I don’t do
the works of my Father, don’t believe
me. 38But if I do them, though youdon’t
believe me, believe the works, that you
may know and believe that the Father is
inme, and I in the Father.”

39They sought again to seize him, and he
went out of their hand. 40 He went away
again beyond the Jordan into the place
where John was baptizing at first, and he
stayed there. 41 Many came to him. They
said, “John indeed did no sign, but every-
thing that John said about this man is true.”
42Many believed in him there.

11
1 Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus

from Bethany, of the village of Mary and
her sister, Martha. 2 It was that Mary who
had anointed the Lord with ointment and
wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother
Lazarus was sick. 3 The sisters therefore
sent to him, saying, “Lord, behold, he for
whom you have great affection is sick.”

4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This
sickness isnot todeath, but for theglory
of God, that God’s Son may be glorified
by it.” 5Now Jesus loved Martha, and her
sister, and Lazarus. 6 When therefore he
heard that he was sick, he stayed two days
in the place where he was. 7Then after this
he said to thedisciples, “Let’sgo into Judea
again.”

8 The disciples asked him, “Rabbi, the
Jews were just trying to stone you. Are you
going there again?”

9 Jesus answered, “Aren’t there twelve
hours of daylight? If a man walks in the
day, hedoesn’t stumble, becausehe sees
the light of this world. 10 But if a man
walks in thenight, he stumbles, because
the light isn’t in him.” 11 He said these
things, and after that, he said to them, “Our
friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I
am going so that Imay awake him out of
sleep.”

12Thedisciples therefore said, “Lord, if he
has fallen asleep, he will recover.”

13Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but
they thought that he spoke of taking rest in
sleep. 14 So Jesus said to them plainly then,
“Lazarus is dead. 15 I am glad for your

✡ 10:16 Isaiah 56:8 ✡ 10:17 Isaiah 53:7-8 ✡ 10:21 Exodus 4:11 * 10:22 The “Feast of the Dedication” is the
Greek name for “Hanukkah”, a celebration of the rededication of the Temple. ✡ 10:34 Psalms 82:6
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sakes that I was not there, so that you
may believe. Nevertheless, let’s go to
him.”

16 Thomas therefore, who is called Didy-
mus,* said to his fellow disciples, “Let’s also
go, that wemay die with him.”

17 So when Jesus came, he found that he
had been in the tomb four days already.
18Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, about
fifteen stadia† away. 19 Many of the Jews
had joined the women around Martha and
Mary, to console them concerning their
brother. 20 Then when Martha heard that
Jesus was coming, she went and met him,
but Mary stayed in the house. 21 Therefore
Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you would
have been here, my brother wouldn’t have
died. 22Evennow I know thatwhatever you
ask of God, God will give you.”

23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will
rise again.”

24 Martha said to him, “I know that he
will rise again in the resurrection at the last
day.”

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrec-
tion and the life. He who believes in me
will still live, even ifhedies. 26Whoever
lives and believes in me will never die.
Do you believe this?”

27She said to him, “Yes, Lord. I have come
to believe that you are the Christ, God’s Son,
he who comes into the world.”

28When she had said this, she went away
and called Mary, her sister, secretly, saying,
“The Teacher is here and is calling you.”

29When she heard this, she arose quickly
and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet
come into the village, but was in the place
where Martha met him. 31 Then the Jews
who were with her in the house and were
consoling her, when they saw Mary, that
she rose up quickly and went out, followed
her, saying, “She is going to the tomb to
weep there.”

32 Therefore when Mary came to where
Jesus was and saw him, she fell down at his
feet, saying tohim, “Lord, if youwouldhave
beenhere,mybrotherwouldn’t have died.”

33When Jesus therefore sawherweeping,
and the Jews weeping who came with her,
he groaned in the spirit and was troubled,
34and said, “Where have you laid him?”
They told him, “Lord, come and see.”
35 Jesus wept.
36 The Jews therefore said, “See how

much affection he had for him!” 37 Some of
them said, “Couldn’t this man, who opened
the eyes of him who was blind, have also
kept this man from dying?”

38 Jesus therefore, again groaning in him-
self, came to the tomb. Now it was a cave,
and a stone lay against it. 39 Jesus said,
“Take away the stone.”
Martha, the sister of him who was dead,

said to him, “Lord, by this time there is a
stench, for he has been dead four days.”

40 Jesus said to her, “Didn’t I tell you
that if youbelieved, youwouldseeGod’s
glory?”

41 So they took away the stone from the
placewhere the deadmanwas lying.‡ Jesus
lifted uphis eyes and said, “Father, I thank
you that you listened to me. 42 I know
that you always listen to me, but be-
cause of themultitude standing around
I said this, that they may believe that
you sent me.” 43When he had said this,
he criedwith a loud voice, “Lazarus, come
out!”

44 He who was dead came out, bound
hand and foot with wrappings, and his face
was wrapped aroundwith a cloth.
Jesus said to them, “Free him, and let

him go.”
45 Therefore many of the Jews who came

toMary and sawwhat Jesus did believed in
him. 46But some of them went away to the
Pharisees and told them the things which
Jesus had done. 47 The chief priests there-
fore and the Pharisees gathered a council,
and said, “What arewe doing? For thisman
does many signs. 48 If we leave him alone
like this, everyone will believe in him, and
the Romans will come and take away both
our place and our nation.”

49 But a certain one of them, Caiaphas,
being high priest that year, said to them,
“You know nothing at all, 50nor do you con-
sider that it is advantageous for us that one
man should die for the people, and that the
whole nation not perish.” 51Now he didn’t
say thisofhimself, butbeinghighpriest that
year, he prophesied that Jesuswould die for
the nation, 52 and not for the nation only,
but that he might also gather together into
one the children of God who are scattered
abroad. 53 So from that day forward they
took counsel that they might put him to
death. 54 Jesus therefore walked no more
openly among the Jews, but departed from
there into the country near the wilderness,
to a city called Ephraim. He stayed there
with his disciples.

55 Now the Passover of the Jews was at
hand. Many went up from the country to
Jerusalem before the Passover, to purify
themselves. 56 Then they sought for Jesus
and spoke with one another as they stood

* 11:16 “Didymus” means “Twin”. † 11:18 15 stadia is about 2.8 kilometers or 1.7miles ‡ 11:41 NU omits “from
the place where the deadmanwas lying.”
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in the temple, “What do you think—that he
isn’t coming to the feast at all?” 57 Now
the chief priests and thePharisees had com-
manded that if anyone knewwhere hewas,
he should report it, that they might seize
him.

12
1 Then, six days before the Passover, Je-

sus came to Bethany, where Lazarus was,
who had been dead, whom he raised from
the dead. 2 So they made him a supper
there. Martha served, but Lazarus was
one of those who sat at the table with him.
3ThereforeMary tookapound*of ointment
of pure nard, very precious, and anointed
Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with her hair.
The house was filled with the fragrance of
the ointment.

4 Then Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, one of
his disciples, who would betray him, said,
5 “Why wasn’t this ointment sold for three
hundred denarii† and given to the poor?”
6Now he said this, not because he cared for
the poor, but because he was a thief, and
having the money box, used to steal what
was put into it.

7 But Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She
has kept this for the day of my burial.
8For you always have the poorwith you,
but you don’t always haveme.”

9 A large crowd therefore of the Jews
learned that he was there; and they came,
not for Jesus’ sake only, but that they might
see Lazarus also, whom he had raised from
the dead. 10 But the chief priests conspired
to put Lazarus to death also, 11 because on
account of himmanyof the Jewswent away
and believed in Jesus.

12On the next day a great multitude had
come to the feast. When they heard that
Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, 13 they took
the branches of the palm trees and went
out to meet him, and cried out, “Hosanna!‡
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord,✡ the King of Israel!”

14 Jesus, having foundayoungdonkey, sat
on it. As it is written, 15 “Don’t be afraid,
daughter of Zion. Behold, your King comes,
sitting on a donkey’s colt.”✡ 16 His disci-
ples didn’t understand these things at first,
but when Jesus was glorified, then they re-
membered that these things were written
about him, and that they had done these
things to him. 17 The multitude therefore
that was with him when he called Lazarus
out of the tomb and raised him from the
dead was testifying about it. 18 For this

cause also themultitudewent andmet him,
because they heard that he had done this
sign. 19The Pharisees therefore said among
themselves, “See howyou accomplish noth-
ing. Behold, the world has gone after him.”

20Now there were certain Greeks among
those who went up to worship at the feast.
21Therefore, these came to Philip, who was
from Bethsaida of Galilee, and asked him,
saying, “Sir, we want to see Jesus.” 22 Philip
came and told Andrew, and in turn, An-
drew camewith Philip, and they told Jesus.

23 Jesus answered them, “The time has
come for the Son of Man to be glorified.
24Mostcertainly I tell you,unlessagrain
of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it
remains by itself alone. But if it dies,
it bears much fruit. 25 He who loves
his life will lose it. He who hates his life
in this world will keep it to eternal life.
26 If anyone serves me, let him follow
me. Where I am, there my servant will
also be. If anyone servesme, the Father
will honor him.

27 “Now my soul is troubled. What
shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this
time’? But I came to this time for this
cause. 28Father, glorify your name!”
Then a voice came out of the sky, saying,

“I have both glorified it and will glorify it
again.”

29 Therefore the multitude who stood by
and heard it said that it had thundered.
Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.”

30 Jesus answered, “This voice hasn’t
come for my sake, but for your sakes.
31 Now is the judgment of this world.
Now the prince of this worldwill be cast
out. 32And I, if I am lifted up from the
earth, will draw all people to myself.”
33 But he said this, signifying by what kind
of death he should die.

34Themultitudeansweredhim, “Wehave
heard out of the law that the Christ remains
forever.✡ How do you say, ‘The Son ofMan
must be lifted up’? Who is this Son of
Man?”

35 Jesus therefore said to them, “Yet a
little while the light is with you. Walk
while you have the light, that darkness
doesn’t overtake you. He who walks in
the darkness doesn’t know where he is
going. 36 While you have the light,
believe in the light, that you may be-
come children of light.” Jesus said these
things, and he departed and hid himself
from them. 37 But though he had done so
many signs before them, yet they didn’t

* 12:3 a Roman pound of 12 ounces, or about 340 grams † 12:5 300 denarii was about a year’s wages for an
agricultural laborer. ‡ 12:13 “Hosanna”means “saveus”or “helpus,wepray”. ✡ 12:13 Psalms118:25-26 ✡ 12:15
Zechariah 9:9 ✡ 12:34 Isaiah 9:7; Daniel 2:44; See Isaiah 53:8
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believe in him, 38 that theword of Isaiah the
prophet might be fulfilled, which he spoke:
“Lord, who has believed our report?

To whom has the arm of the Lord been
revealed?”✡

39For this cause they couldn’t believe, for
Isaiah said again:
40 “He has blinded their eyes and he hard-

ened their heart,
lest they should see with their eyes,
and perceive with their heart,
and would turn,
and I would heal them.”✡

41 Isaiah said these things when he
saw his glory, and spoke of him. ✡
42 Nevertheless, even many of the rulers
believed in him, but because of the
Pharisees they didn’t confess it, so that they
wouldn’t be put out of the synagogue, 43 for
they loved men’s praise more than God’s
praise.

44 Jesus cried out and said, “Whoever
believes in me, believes not in me, but
in him who sent me. 45 He who sees
me sees him who sent me. 46 I have
come as a light into theworld, that who-
ever believes in me may not remain in
the darkness. 47 If anyone listens to
my sayings and doesn’t believe, I don’t
judge him. For I came not to judge the
world, but to save the world. 48 He
who rejects me, and doesn’t receive my
sayings, has one who judges him. The
word that I spoke will judge him in the
last day. 49For I spoke not frommyself,
but the Father who sent me gave me a
commandment, what I should say and
what I should speak. 50 I know that
his commandment is eternal life. The
things therefore which I speak, even as
the Father has said tome, so I speak.”

13
1 Now before the feast of the Passover,

Jesus, knowing that his time had come that
he would depart from this world to the Fa-
ther, having loved his own who were in the
world, he loved them to the end. 2 During
supper, the devil having already put into
the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to
betray him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father
had given all things into his hands, and that
he came from God and was going to God,
4arose from supper, and laid aside his outer
garments. He took a towel and wrapped a
towel around his waist. 5 Then he poured
water into the basin, and began towash the
disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the
towel thatwaswrappedaroundhim. 6Then

he came to Simon Peter. He said to him,
“Lord, do you washmy feet?”

7 Jesus answered him, “You don’t know
what I amdoingnow,butyouwill under-
stand later.”

8 Peter said to him, “You will never wash
my feet!”
Jesus answered him, “If I don’t wash

you, you have no part withme.”
9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my

feet only, but also my hands andmy head!”
10 Jesus said to him, “Someone who

has bathed only needs to have his feet
washed, but is completely clean. You
are clean, but not all of you.” 11 For he
knewhimwhowouldbetrayhim; therefore
hesaid, “Youarenotall clean.” 12Sowhen
he had washed their feet, put his outer gar-
ment back on, and sat down again, he said
to them, “Do you know what I have done
to you? 13 You call me, ‘Teacher’ and
‘Lord.’ You say so correctly, for so I am.
14 If I then, the Lord and the Teacher,
have washed your feet, you also ought
to wash one another’s feet. 15 For I
have given you an example, that you
should also do as I have done to you.
16Most certainly I tell you, a servant is
not greater than his lord, neither is one
who is sent greater than he who sent
him. 17Ifyouknowthese things, blessed
are you if you do them. 18 I don’t speak
concerning all of you. I know whom
I have chosen; but that the Scripture
may be fulfilled, ‘He who eats bread
with me has lifted up his heel against
me.’✡ 19Fromnow on, I tell you before it
happens, thatwhen it happens, youmay
believe that I am he. 20Most certainly
I tell you, he who receives whomever I
send, receives me; and he who receives
me, receives himwho sentme.”

21When Jesus had said this, he was trou-
bled in spirit, and testified, “Most cer-
tainly I tell you that one of you will be-
trayme.”

22 The disciples looked at one another,
perplexed about whom he spoke. 23 One
of his disciples, whom Jesus loved, was
at the table, leaning against Jesus’ chest.
24 Simon Peter therefore beckoned to him,
and said to him, “Tell us who it is of whom
he speaks.”

25 He, leaning back, as he was, on Jesus’
chest, asked him, “Lord, who is it?”

26 Jesus therefore answered, “It is he
to whom I will give this piece of bread
when I have dipped it.” So when he had
dipped the piece of bread, he gave it to

✡ 12:38 Isaiah 53:1 ✡ 12:40 Isaiah 6:10 ✡ 12:41 Isaiah 6:1 ✡ 13:18 Psalms 41:9
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Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. 27After the
piece of bread, then Satan entered into him.
Then Jesus said tohim, “Whatyoudo, do

quickly.”
28Now nobody at the table knew why he

said this to him. 29 For some thought, be-
cause Judas had the money box, that Jesus
said to him, “Buy what things we need for
the feast,” or that he should give something
to the poor. 30 Therefore having received
that morsel, he went out immediately. It
was night.

31 When he had gone out, Jesus said,
“Now the Son ofMan has been glorified,
and God has been glorified in him. 32 If
God has been glorified in him, God will
also glorify him in himself, and he will
glorify him immediately. 33 Little chil-
dren, I will be with you a little while
longer. You will seek me, and as I said
to the Jews, ‘Where I amgoing, you can’t
come,’ so now I tell you. 34 A new
commandment I give to you, that you
love one another. Just as I have loved
you, you also love one another. 35 By
this everyone will know that you are
my disciples, if you have love for one
another.”

36 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where
are you going?”
Jesusanswered, “Where Iamgoing, you

can’t follow now, but you will follow
afterwards.”

37 Peter said to him, “Lord, why can’t I
follow you now? I will lay downmy life for
you.”

38 Jesus answered him, “Will you lay
down your life for me? Most certainly
I tell you, the rooster won’t crow until
you have deniedme three times.

14
1 “Don’t let your heart be troubled.

Believe in God. Believe also in me. 2 In
my Father’s house aremany homes. If it
weren’t so, I would have told you. I am
going to prepare a place for you. 3 If I go
and prepare a place for you, I will come
again and will receive you to myself;
that where I am, you may be there also.
4Youknowwhere I go, andyouknow the
way.”

5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t
know where you are going. How can we
know the way?”

6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the
truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father, except through me. 7 If you
had known me, you would have known

my Father also. Fromnow on, you know
him and have seen him.”

8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the
Father, and that will be enough for us.”

9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with
you such a long time, and do you not
know me, Philip? He who has seen me
has seen the Father. How do you say,
‘Show us the Father’? 10 Don’t you
believe that I am in the Father, and the
Father in me? The words that I tell
you, I speak not from myself; but the
Father who lives in me does his works.
11 Believe me that I am in the Father,
and the Father in me; or else believe
me for the very works’ sake. 12 Most
certainly I tell you, he who believes
in me, the works that I do, he will do
also; and he will do greater works than
these, because I am going to my Father.
13Whatever you will ask in my name, I
will do it, that the Father may be glo-
rified in the Son. 14 If you will ask
anything in my name, I will do it. 15 If
you love me, keep my commandments.
16 I will pray to the Father, and he will
give you another Counselor, * that he
may be with you forever: 17 the Spirit of
truth,whomtheworld can’t receive, for
it doesn’t seehimanddoesn’t knowhim.
You know him, for he lives with you and
will be in you. 18 I will not leave you
orphans. I will come to you. 19 Yet a
little while, and the world will see me
no more; but you will see me. Because
I live, you will live also. 20 In that day
you will know that I am in my Father,
and you in me, and I in you. 21 One
who has my commandments and keeps
them, that person is one who loves me.
One who loves me will be loved by my
Father, and I will love him, and will
revealmyself to him.”

22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord,
what has happened that you are about to
reveal yourself to us, and not to theworld?”

23 Jesus answered him, “If a man loves
me, he will keep my word. My Father
will love him, and we will come to him
andmakeourhomewithhim. 24Hewho
doesn’t love me doesn’t keep my words.
Thewordwhich youhear isn’tmine, but
the Father’s who sentme.

25“Ihavesaidthesethings toyouwhile
still living with you. 26 But the Coun-
selor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father
will send in my name, will teach you all
things, and will remind you of all that I
said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you.
My peace I give to you; not as the world

* 14:16 Greek παρακλητον: Counselor, Helper, Intercessor, Advocate, and Comforter.
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gives, I give to you. Don’t let your heart
be troubled, neither let it be fearful.
28You heard how I told you, ‘I am going
away, and I will come back to you.’ If
you loved me, you would have rejoiced
because I said ‘I am going tomy Father;’
for the Father is greater than I. 29Now I
have told you before it happens so that
when it happens, you may believe. 30 I
will no more speak much with you, for
the prince of the world comes, and he
has nothing inme. 31But that theworld
may know that I love the Father, and as
the Father commandedme, even so I do.
Arise, let’s go fromhere.

15
1 “I am the true vine, andmy Father is

the farmer. 2 Every branch in me that
doesn’t bear fruit, he takes away. Every
branch that bears fruit, he prunes, that
it may bear more fruit. 3 You are al-
ready pruned cleanbecause of theword
which I have spoken to you. 4 Remain
in me, and I in you. As the branch can’t
bear fruit by itself unless it remains in
the vine, so neither can you, unless you
remain in me. 5 I am the vine. You
are thebranches. Hewhoremains inme
and I in him bearsmuch fruit, for apart
fromme you can do nothing. 6 If a man
doesn’t remain in me, he is thrown out
as a branch and is withered; and they
gather them, throw them into the fire,
and they are burned. 7 If you remain
inme, andmywords remain in you, you
will ask whatever you desire, and it will
be done for you.

8 “In this my Father is glorified, that
you bear much fruit; and so you will
be my disciples. 9 Even as the Father
has loved me, I also have loved you.
Remain in my love. 10 If you keep my
commandments, you will remain in my
love, even as I have kept my Father’s
commandments and remain in his love.
11 I have spoken these things to you, that
my joymay remain in you, and that your
joymay bemade full.

12 “This ismy commandment, that you
love one another, even as I have loved
you. 13 Greater love has no one than
this, that someone lay down his life for
his friends. 14 You are my friends if
you do whatever I command you. 15No
longerdo I call you servants, for the ser-
vant doesn’t know what his lord does.
But I have called you friends, for ev-
erything that I heard from my Father,

I have made known to you. 16 You
didn’t choose me, but I chose you and
appointed you, that you should go and
bear fruit, and that your fruit should
remain; that whatever you will ask of
the Father inmy name, hemay give it to
you.

17“I commandthese things toyou, that
you may love one another. 18 If the
world hates you, you know that it has
hated me before it hated you. 19 If
you were of the world, the world would
love its own. But because you are not of
the world, since I chose you out of the
world, therefore the world hates you.
20Remember theword that I said to you:
‘A servant is not greater than his lord.’✡
If theypersecutedme, theywill alsoper-
secute you. If they kept my word, they
will also keep yours. 21 But they will
do all these things to you for my name’s
sake, because they don’t know him who
sentme. 22 If I hadnot comeand spoken
to them, they would not have had sin;
but now they have no excuse for their
sin. 23 He who hates me, hates my
Father also. 24 If I hadn’t done among
them the works which no one else did,
they wouldn’t have had sin. But now
they have seen and also hated both me
and my Father. 25 But this happened
so that the word may be fulfilled which
waswritten in their law, ‘They hatedme
without a cause.’✡

26 “When the Counselor* has come,
whom I will send to you from the Fa-
ther, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds
from the Father, he will testify about
me. 27Youwill also testify, because you
have beenwithme from the beginning.

16
1 “I have said these things to you so

that you wouldn’t be caused to stum-
ble. 2 They will put you out of the
synagogues. Yes, the time is coming
that whoever kills you will think that
he offers service to God. 3 They will
do these things* because they have not
known the Father nor me. 4 But I
have told you these things so that when
the timecomes, youmayremember that
I told you about them. I didn’t tell
you these things from the beginning,
because I was with you. 5 But now
I am going to him who sent me, and
none of you asksme, ‘Where are you go-
ing?’ 6But because I have told you these
things, sorrow has filled your heart.

✡ 15:20 John 13:16 ✡ 15:25 Psalms 35:19; 69:4 * 15:26 Greek Parakletos: Counselor, Helper, Advocate,

Intercessor, and Comforter. * 16:3 TR adds “to you”
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7Nevertheless I tell you the truth: It is
to your advantage that I go away; for if I
don’t goaway, theCounselorwon’t come
to you. But if I go, I will send him to you.
8When he has come, he will convict the
world about sin, about righteousness,
and about judgment; 9 about sin, be-
cause they don’t believe in me; 10about
righteousness, because I amgoing tomy
Father, and you won’t see me any more;
11about judgment, because theprinceof
this world has been judged.

12 “I still have many things to tell
you, but you can’t bear them now.
13 However, when he, the Spirit of
truth, has come, he will guide you into
all truth, for he will not speak from
himself; but whatever he hears, he will
speak. Hewill declare to you things that
are coming. 14 He will glorify me, for
he will take from what is mine and will
declare it to you. 15All things that the
Father has are mine; therefore I said
that he takes† of mine and will declare
it to you.

16 “A little while, and you will not see
me. Again a littlewhile, and youwill see
me.”

17 Some of his disciples therefore said to
one another, “What is this that he says to
us, ‘A little while, and you won’t see me,
and again a little while, and youwill see
me;’ and, ‘Because I go to the Father’?”
18They said therefore, “What is this that he
says, ‘A little while’? We don’t know what
he is saying.”

19 Therefore Jesus perceived that they
wanted to ask him, and he said to them,
“Do you inquire among yourselves con-
cerning this, that I said, ‘A little while,
and you won’t see me, and again a little
while, and youwill seeme’? 20Most cer-
tainly I tell you that you will weep and
lament, but the world will rejoice. You
will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will
be turned into joy. 21 A woman, when
she gives birth, has sorrow because her
time has come. But when she has de-
livered the child, she doesn’t remember
the anguish any more, for the joy that
a human being is born into the world.
22 Therefore you now have sorrow, but
I will see you again, and your heart will
rejoice, and no one will take your joy
away from you.

23“In that day youwill askmenoques-
tions. Most certainly I tell you, what-
ever you may ask of the Father in my
name, hewill give it to you. 24Until now,
you have asked nothing in my name.

Ask, and you will receive, that your joy
may bemade full.

25 “I have spoken these things to you
in figures of speech. But the time is
coming when I will no more speak to
you infigures of speech, butwill tell you
plainly about the Father. 26 In that day
you will ask in my name; and I don’t say
to you that I will pray to the Father for
you, 27 for the Father himself loves you,
because you have loved me, and have
believedthat I camefromGod. 28I came
from the Father and have come into the
world. Again, I leave theworldandgo to
the Father.”

29His disciples said to him, “Behold, now
you are speaking plainly, and using no fig-
ures of speech. 30 Now we know that you
know all things, and don’t need for anyone
to question you. By this we believe that you
came from God.”

31 Jesus answered them, “Do you now
believe? 32Behold, the time is coming,
yes, and has now come, that you will
be scattered, everyone to his own place,
andyouwill leavemealone. Yet Iamnot
alone, because the Father is with me.
33 I have told you these things, that in
me you may have peace. In the world
you have trouble; but cheer up! I have
overcome the world.”

17
1 Jesus said these things, then lifting up

his eyes to heaven, he said, “Father, the
time has come. Glorify your Son, that
your Son may also glorify you; 2 even
as you gave himauthority over all flesh,
so he will give eternal life to all whom
you have given him. 3 This is eternal
life, that they should knowyou, the only
true God, and himwhomyou sent, Jesus
Christ. 4 I glorified you on the earth. I
have accomplished the work which you
have given me to do. 5 Now, Father,
glorify me with your own self with the
glory which I had with you before the
world existed.

6 “I revealed your name to the peo-
ple whom you have given me out of the
world. They were yours, and you have
given them to me. They have kept your
word. 7 Now they have known that
all things whatever you have given me
are from you, 8 for the words which
you have givenme I have given to them;
and they received them, and knew for
sure that I came from you. They have
believed that you sent me. 9 I pray
for them. I don’t pray for the world,
but for those whom you have given me,

† 16:15 TR reads “will take” instead of “takes”
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for they are yours. 10 All things that
aremine are yours, and yours aremine,
and I am glorified in them. 11 I am no
more in the world, but these are in the
world, and I am coming to you. Holy
Father, keep them through your name
which you have givenme, that theymay
be one, even as we are. 12While I was
with them in the world, I kept them in
your name. I have kept those whom you
have given me. None of them is lost
except the son of destruction, that the
Scripturemight be fulfilled. 13But now
I come to you, and I say these things in
the world, that they may have my joy
made full in themselves. 14 I have given
them your word. The world hated them
because they are not of the world, even
as I am not of the world. 15 I pray
not that you would take them from the
world, but that you would keep them
from the evil one. 16 They are not of
theworld, even as I amnot of theworld.
17 Sanctify them in your truth. Your
word is truth.✡ 18 As you sent me into
the world, even so I have sent them into
the world. 19 For their sakes I sanctify
myself, that they themselves also may
be sanctified in truth.

20 “Not for these only do I pray, but
for those also who will believe in me
through their word, 21 that theymay all
be one; even as you, Father, are in me,
and I in you, that they alsomaybeone in
us; that the world may believe that you
sent me. 22 The glory which you have
givenme, I havegiven to them, that they
may be one, even as we are one, 23 I in
them, and you in me, that they may be
perfected into one, that the world may
know that you sent me and loved them,
even as you lovedme. 24Father, I desire
that they also whom you have given me
be with me where I am, that they may
see my glory which you have given me,
for you loved me before the foundation
of the world. 25 Righteous Father, the
worldhasn’t knownyou, but I knewyou;
and these knew that you sent me. 26 I
made known to them your name, and
will make it known; that the love with
whichyou lovedmemaybe in them, and
I in them.”

18
1 When Jesus had spoken these words,

he went out with his disciples over the
brook Kidron, where there was a garden,
into which he and his disciples entered.
2Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew
the place, for Jesus often met there with

his disciples. 3 Judas then, having taken a
detachment of soldiers and officers from
the chief priests and the Pharisees, came
there with lanterns, torches, and weapons.
4 Jesus therefore, knowingall the things that
were happening to him, went out and said
to them, “Who are you looking for?”

5 They answered him, “Jesus of
Nazareth.”
Jesus said to them, “I am he.”
Judas also, who betrayed him, was stand-

ing with them. 6When therefore he said to
them, “I am he,” they went backward and
fell to the ground.

7 Again therefore he asked them, “Who
are you looking for?”
They said, “Jesus of Nazareth.”
8 Jesus answered, “I told you that I am

he. If therefore you seek me, let these
go their way,” 9 that the word might be
fulfilled which he spoke, “Of those whom
you have givenme, I have lost none.”✡

10Simon Peter therefore, having a sword,
drew it, struck thehighpriest’s servant, and
cut offhis right ear. The servant’s namewas
Malchus. 11 Jesus therefore said to Peter,
“Put the sword into its sheath. The cup
which the Father has given me, shall I
not surely drink it?”

12 So the detachment, the commanding
officer, and the officers of the Jews seized Je-
sus and bound him, 13and led him to Annas
first, for he was father-in-law to Caiaphas,
whowas high priest that year. 14Now itwas
Caiaphas who advised the Jews that it was
expedient that one man should perish for
the people.

15 Simon Peter followed Jesus, as did
another disciple. Now that disciple was
known to the high priest, and entered in
with Jesus into the court of the high priest;
16 but Peter was standing at the door out-
side. So the other disciple, who was known
to the high priest, went out and spoke to her
who kept the door, and brought in Peter.
17 Then the maid who kept the door said
to Peter, “Are you also one of this man’s
disciples?”
He said, “I am not.”
18Now the servants and the officers were

standing there, having made a fire of coals,
for it was cold. They were warming them-
selves. Peter was with them, standing and
warming himself.

19 The high priest therefore asked Jesus
about his disciples and about his teaching.

20 Jesus answered him, “I spoke openly
to the world. I always taught in syn-
agogues and in the temple, where the

✡ 17:17 Psalms 119:142 ✡ 18:9 John 6:39
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Jews always meet. I said nothing in se-
cret. 21Why do you ask me? Ask those
who have heardmewhat I said to them.
Behold, they know the things which I
said.”

22 When he had said this, one of the of-
ficers standing by slapped Jesus with his
hand, saying, “Do you answer the high
priest like that?”

23 Jesus answered him, “If I have spoken
evil, testify of the evil; but if well, why
do you beatme?”

24Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas, the
high priest.

25 Now Simon Peter was standing and
warming himself. They said therefore to
him, “Youaren’t alsooneofhisdisciples, are
you?”
He denied it and said, “I am not.”
26 One of the servants of the high priest,

being a relative of himwhose ear Peter had
cut off, said, “Didn’t I see you in the garden
with him?”

27 Peter therefore denied it again, and
immediately the rooster crowed.

28They led Jesus therefore fromCaiaphas
into the Praetorium. It was early, and
they themselves didn’t enter into the Prae-
torium, that they might not be defiled, but
might eat the Passover. 29 Pilate therefore
went out to them and said, “What accusa-
tion do you bring against this man?”

30 They answered him, “If this man
weren’t an evildoer, we wouldn’t have
delivered him up to you.”

31 Pilate therefore said to them, “Take
himyourselves, and judge himaccording to
your law.”
Therefore the Jews said to him, “It is ille-

gal for us to put anyone to death,” 32 that the
word of Jesus might be fulfilled, which he
spoke, signifying by what kind of death he
should die.

33 Pilate therefore entered again into the
Praetorium, called Jesus, and said to him,
“Are you the King of the Jews?”

34 Jesus answered him, “Do you say this
by yourself, or did others tell you about
me?”

35 Pilate answered, “I’m not a Jew, am
I? Your own nation and the chief priests
delivered you tome. What have you done?”

36 Jesus answered, “My Kingdom is not
of this world. If my Kingdom were
of this world, then my servants would
fight, that I wouldn’t be delivered to the
Jews. But now my Kingdom is not from
here.”

37Pilate therefore said to him, “Are you a
king then?”
Jesus answered, “You say that I am a

king. For this reason I have been born,

and for this reason I have come into the
world, that I should testify to the truth.
Everyone who is of the truth listens to
my voice.”

38Pilate said to him, “What is truth?”
When he had said this, he went out again

to the Jews, and said to them, “I findnobasis
for a charge against him. 39 But you have
a custom that I should release someone to
you at the Passover. Therefore, do youwant
me to release to you the King of the Jews?”

40 Then they all shouted again, saying,
“Not this man, but Barabbas!” Now Barab-
bas was a robber.

19
1 So Pilate then took Jesus and flogged

him. 2 The soldiers twisted thorns into a
crown and put it on his head, and dressed
himinapurplegarment. 3Theykept saying,
“Hail, King of the Jews!” and they kept
slapping him.

4 Then Pilate went out again, and said to
them, “Behold, I bring him out to you, that
you may know that I find no basis for a
charge against him.”

5 Jesus therefore came out, wearing the
crown of thorns and the purple garment.
Pilate said to them, “Behold, the man!”

6 When therefore the chief priests and
the officers saw him, they shouted, saying,
“Crucify! Crucify!”
Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves

and crucify him, for I find no basis for a
charge against him.”

7The Jews answeredhim, “Wehave a law,
and by our law he ought to die, because he
made himself the Son of God.”

8When therefore Pilate heard this saying,
he was more afraid. 9 He entered into the
Praetoriumagain, andsaid to Jesus, “Where
are you from?” But Jesus gave him no an-
swer. 10Pilate therefore said to him, “Aren’t
you speaking to me? Don’t you know that I
have power to release you and have power
to crucify you?”

11 Jesus answered, “You would have no
power at all against me, unless it were
given to you from above. Therefore he
who delivered me to you has greater
sin.”

12 At this, Pilate was seeking to release
him, but the Jews cried out, saying, “If you
release thisman, youaren’t Caesar’s friend!
Everyonewhomakes himself a king speaks
against Caesar!”

13 When Pilate therefore heard these
words, he brought Jesus out and sat down
on the judgment seat at a place called “The
Pavement”, but in Hebrew, “Gabbatha.”
14 Now it was the Preparation Day of the
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Passover, at about the sixth hour.* He said
to the Jews, “Behold, your King!”

15They cried out, “Away with him! Away
with him! Crucify him!”
Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your

King?”
The chief priests answered, “We have no

king but Caesar!”
16 So then he delivered him to them to be

crucified. So they took Jesus and led him
away. 17He went out, bearing his cross, to
theplacecalled “ThePlaceofaSkull”,which
is called in Hebrew, “Golgotha”, 18 where
they crucified him, and with him two oth-
ers, on either side one, and Jesus in the
middle. 19 Pilate wrote a title also, and put
it on the cross. There was written, “JESUS
OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS.”
20Thereforemanyof the Jews read this title,
for the placewhere Jesuswas crucifiedwas
near the city; and it was written in Hebrew,
in Latin, and in Greek. 21 The chief priests
of the Jews therefore said to Pilate, “Don’t
write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but, ‘he said, “I
am King of the Jews.” ’ ”

22Pilate answered, “What I have written,
I have written.”

23 Then the soldiers, when they had cru-
cified Jesus, took his garments and made
four parts, to every soldier a part; and also
the tunic. Now the tunic was without seam,
woven from the top throughout. 24 Then
they said to one another, “Let’s not tear it,
but cast lots for it to decidewhose itwill be,”
that the Scripture might be fulfilled, which
says,
“They partedmy garments among them.

They cast lots for my clothing.”✡
Therefore the soldiers did these things.

25 But standing by Jesus’ cross were
his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the
wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.
26 Therefore when Jesus saw his mother,
and the disciple whom he loved standing
there, he said to his mother, “Woman,
behold, your son!” 27 Then he said to the
disciple, “Behold, your mother!” From
that hour, the disciple took her to his own
home.

28After this, Jesus, seeing† that all things
werenowfinished, that the Scripturemight
be fulfilled, said, “I am thirsty!” 29Now a
vessel full of vinegar was set there; so they
put a sponge full of the vinegar on hyssop,
and held it at his mouth. 30 When Jesus
therefore had received the vinegar, he said,

“It is finished!” Then he bowed his head
and gave up his spirit.

31 Therefore the Jews, because it was
the Preparation Day, so that the bodies
wouldn’t remain on the cross on the Sab-
bath (for that Sabbath was a special one),
asked of Pilate that their legs might be bro-
ken and that they might be taken away.
32 Therefore the soldiers came and broke
the legs of the first and of the other who
was crucified with him; 33 but when they
came to Jesus and saw that he was already
dead, they didn’t breakhis legs. 34However,
one of the soldiers pierced his side with a
spear, and immediately blood and water
came out. 35He who has seen has testified,
and his testimony is true. He knows that he
tells the truth, that you may believe. 36 For
these things happened that the Scripture
might be fulfilled, “A bone of him will not
be broken.”✡ 37 Again another Scripture
says, “They will look on him whom they
pierced.”✡

38 After these things, Joseph of Arimath-
aea, being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly
for fear of the Jews, asked of Pilate that he
might take away Jesus’ body. Pilate gave
him permission. He came therefore and
took away his body. 39 Nicodemus, who at
first came to Jesusbynight, also camebring-
ing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a
hundred Roman pounds.‡ 40 So they took
Jesus’ body, and bound it in linen cloths
with the spices, as the custom of the Jews is
to bury. 41Now in the place where he was
crucified there was a garden. In the garden
was a new tomb in which no man had ever
yet been laid. 42 Then, because of the Jews’
Preparation Day (for the tomb was near at
hand), they laid Jesus there.

20
1 Now on the first day of the week,

Mary Magdalene went early, while it was
still dark, to the tomb, and saw that the
stone had been taken away from the tomb.
2 Therefore she ran and came to Simon Pe-
ter and to the other disciple whom Jesus
loved, and said to them, “They have taken
away theLord out of the tomb, andwedon’t
knowwhere they have laid him!”

3 Therefore Peter and the other disciple
went out, and they went toward the tomb.
4They both ran together. The other disciple
outran Peter and came to the tomb first.
5 Stooping and looking in, he saw the linen
cloths lying there; yet he didn’t enter in.

* 19:14 “the sixth hour”would have been 6:00 a.m. according to the Roman timekeeping system, or noon for the Jewish
timekeeping system in use, then. ✡ 19:24 Psalms 22:18 † 19:28 NU, TR read “knowing” instead of “seeing”
✡ 19:36 Exodus 12:46; Numbers 9:12; Psalms 34:20 ✡ 19:37 Zechariah 12:10 ‡ 19:39 100 Roman pounds of 12
ounces each, or about 72 pounds, or 33 Kilograms.
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6 Then Simon Peter came, following him,
and entered into the tomb. He saw the
linen cloths lying, 7 and the cloth that had
been on his head, not lying with the linen
cloths, but rolled up in a place by itself. 8 So
then the other disciple who came first to
the tomb also entered in, and he saw and
believed. 9 For as yet they didn’t know the
Scripture, that he must rise from the dead.
10 So the disciples went away again to their
own homes.

11 But Mary was standing outside at the
tomb weeping. So as she wept, she stooped
and looked into the tomb, 12 and she saw
two angels in white sitting, one at the head
and one at the feet, where the body of Jesus
had lain. 13 They asked her, “Woman, why
are you weeping?”
She said to them, “Because they have

taken away my Lord, and I don’t know
where theyhave laidhim.” 14Whenshehad
said this, she turned around and saw Jesus
standing, and didn’t know that it was Jesus.

15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are
youweeping? Whoareyoulooking for?”
She, supposing him to be the gardener,

said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him
away, tell mewhere you have laid him, and
I will take him away.”

16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.”
She turned and said to him, “Rabboni!”*

which is to say, “Teacher!”†
17 Jesus said to her, “Don’t holdme, for I

haven’t yet ascended to my Father; but
go to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am
ascending tomyFatherandyourFather,
tomyGod and your God.’ ”

18 Mary Magdalene came and told the
disciples that she had seen the Lord, and
that hehad said these things to her. 19When
therefore it was evening on that day, the
first day of the week, and when the doors
were locked where the disciples were as-
sembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came
and stood in the middle and said to them,
“Peace be to you.”

20 When he had said this, he showed
them his hands and his side. The disci-
ples thereforewere gladwhen they saw the
Lord. 21 Jesus therefore said to them again,
“Peace be to you. As the Father has sent
me, even so I send you.” 22When he had
said this, he breathed on them, and said to
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit! 23 If you
forgive anyone’s sins, they have been
forgiven them. If you retain anyone’s
sins, they have been retained.”

24 But Thomas, one of the twelve, called
Didymus,‡ wasn’t with them when Jesus
came. 25 The other disciples therefore said
to him, “We have seen the Lord!”
But he said to them, “Unless I see in his

hands the print of the nails, put my finger
into the print of the nails, and put my hand
into his side, I will not believe.”

26 After eight days, again his disciples
were inside and Thomaswaswith them. Je-
sus came, the doors being locked, and stood
in themiddle, and said, “Peace be to you.”
27 Then he said to Thomas, “Reach here
your finger, and see my hands. Reach
here your hand, and put it into my side.
Don’t be unbelieving, but believing.”

28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and
my God!”

29 Jesus said to him, “Because you have
seen me,§ you have believed. Blessed
are those who have not seen and have
believed.”

30Therefore Jesusdidmanyother signs in
the presence of his disciples, which are not
written in this book; 31but these arewritten
that youmaybelieve that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God, and that believing you may
have life in his name.

21
1 After these things, Jesus revealed him-

self again to the disciples at the sea of
Tiberias. He revealed himself this way.
2 Simon Peter, Thomas called Didymus,*
Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, and the sons
of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples
were together. 3 Simon Peter said to them,
“I’mgoing fishing.”
They told him, “We are also coming with

you.” They immediately went out and en-
tered into the boat. That night, they caught
nothing. 4But when day had already come,
Jesus stood on the beach; yet the disciples
didn’t know that it was Jesus. 5 Jesus there-
fore said to them, “Children, have you
anything to eat?”
They answered him, “No.”
6 He said to them, “Cast the net on the

right side of the boat, and you will find
some.”
They cast it therefore, and now they

weren’t able to draw it in for the multitude
offish. 7Thatdisciple thereforewhomJesus
loved said to Peter, “It’s the Lord!”
SowhenSimonPeterheard that itwas the

Lord, he wrapped his coat around himself
(for he was naked), and threw himself into
the sea. 8But the other disciples came in the
little boat (for they were not far from the

* 20:16 Rabboni is a transliteration of the Hebrewword for “great teacher.” † 20:16 or, Master ‡ 20:24 or, Twin
§ 20:29 TR adds “Thomas,” * 21:2 or, Twin † 21:8 200 cubits is about 100 yards or about 91meters
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land, but about two hundred cubits† away),
dragging the net full of fish. 9 So when
they got out on the land, they saw a fire of
coals there, with fish and bread laid on it.
10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the
fishwhich you have just caught.”

11 Simon Peter went up, and drew the net
to land, full of one hundredfifty-three great
fish. Even though there were so many, the
net wasn’t torn.

12 Jesus said to them, “Come and eat
breakfast!”
None of the disciples dared inquire of

him, “Who are you?” knowing that it was
the Lord.

13 Then Jesus came and took the bread,
gave it to them, and thefish likewise. 14This
is now the third time that Jesus was re-
vealed to his disciples after he had risen
from the dead. 15 So when they had eaten
their breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter,
“Simon, son of Jonah, do you love me
more than these?”
He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that

I have affection for you.”
He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16He

said to him again a second time, “Simon,
son of Jonah, do you loveme?”
He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that

I have affection for you.”
He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17He

said to him the third time, “Simon, son of
Jonah, do you have affection forme?”
Peter was grieved because he asked him

the third time, “Do you have affection for
me?” He said to him, “Lord, you know
everything. You know that I have affection
for you.”
Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.

18 Most certainly I tell you, when you
were young, you dressed yourself and
walked where you wanted to. But when
you are old, you will stretch out your
hands, and another will dress you and
carry youwhere you don’t want to go.”

19 Now he said this, signifying by what
kind of death he would glorify God. When
he had said this, he said to him, “Follow
me.”

20 Then Peter, turning around, saw a dis-
ciple following. Thiswas the disciplewhom
Jesus loved, the onewho had also leaned on
Jesus’ chest at the supper and asked, “Lord,
who is going to betray you?” 21Peter, seeing
him, said to Jesus, “Lord, what about this
man?”

22 Jesus said to him, “If I desire that he
stay until I come, what is that to you?
You follow me.” 23 This saying therefore

went out among the brothers‡ that this dis-
ciple wouldn’t die. Yet Jesus didn’t say to
him that he wouldn’t die, but, “If I desire
that he stay until I come, what is that to
you?”

24 This is the disciple who testifies about
these things, and wrote these things. We
know that his witness is true. 25 There are
also many other things which Jesus did,
which if theywouldall bewritten, I suppose
that even the world itself wouldn’t have
room for the books that would be written.

‡ 21:23 The word for “brothers” heremay be also correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”
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The Acts of the Apostles
1 The first book I wrote, Theophilus, con-

cerned all that Jesus began both to do and
to teach, 2 until the day in which he was
received up, after he had given command-
ment through the Holy Spirit to the apos-
tles whom he had chosen. 3 To these he
also showed himself alive after he suffered,
by many proofs, appearing to them over
a period of forty days and speaking about
God’s Kingdom. 4Being assembled together
with them, he commanded them, “Don’t
depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the
promise of the Father, which you heard
from me. 5 For John indeed baptized
in water, but you will be baptized in the
Holy Spirit notmany days from now.”

6 Therefore, when they had come to-
gether, they asked him, “Lord, are you now
restoring the kingdom to Israel?”

7 He said to them, “It isn’t for you to
know times or seasonswhich the Father
has set within his own authority. 8 But
you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you. You will
be witnesses to me in Jerusalem, in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the utter-
most parts of the earth.”

9When he had said these things, as they
were looking, he was taken up, and a cloud
received him out of their sight. 10 While
theywere looking steadfastly into the skyas
hewent, behold,* twomen stoodby them in
white clothing, 11whoalso said, “Youmenof
Galilee, why do you stand looking into the
sky? This Jesus, who was received up from
you into the sky, will come back in the same
way as you saw him going into the sky.”

12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from
the mountain called Olivet, which is near
Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away.
13Whentheyhadcome in, theywentup into
the upper room where they were staying,
that is Peter, John, James, Andrew, Philip,
Thomas, Bartholomew,Matthew, James the
son of Alphaeus, Simon the Zealot, and
Judas the son of James. 14 All these with
one accord continued steadfastly in prayer
and supplication, along with the women
and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his
brothers.

15 In these days, Peter stood up in the
middle of the disciples (and the number
of names was about one hundred twenty),
and said, 16 “Brothers, it was necessary that
this Scripture should be fulfilled, which the

Holy Spirit spoke before by the mouth of
David concerning Judas, who was guide to
thosewho took Jesus. 17For hewas counted
with us, and received his portion in this
ministry. 18Now this man obtained a field
with the reward for his wickedness; and
falling headlong, his body burst open and
all his intestines gushed out. 19 It became
known to everyone who lived in Jerusalem
that in their language that field was called
‘Akeldama,’ that is, ‘The field of blood.’
20For it is written in the book of Psalms,
‘Let his habitation bemade desolate.

Let no one dwell in it;’✡
and,

‘Let another take his office.’✡
21“Of themen thereforewhohaveaccom-

panied us all the time that the Lord Jesus
went in and out among us, 22 beginning
from the baptism of John to the day that he
was received up from us, of these one must
become a witness with us of his resurrec-
tion.”

23 They put forward two: Joseph called
Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and
Matthias. 24 They prayed and said, “You,
Lord, who know the hearts of allmen, show
which one of these two you have chosen
25 to take part in this ministry and apostle-
ship from which Judas fell away, that he
mightgo tohisownplace.” 26Theydrewlots
for them, and the lot fell onMatthias; andhe
was counted with the eleven apostles.

2
1 Now when the day of Pentecost had

come, they were all with one accord in one
place. 2 Suddenly there came from the sky
a sound like the rushing of a mighty wind,
and it filled all the house where they were
sitting. 3 Tongues like fire appeared and
were distributed to them, and one sat on
each of them. 4 They were all filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to speak with
other languages, as the Spirit gave them the
ability to speak.

5 Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem
Jews, devoutmen, fromevery nation under
the sky. 6 When this sound was heard,
the multitude came together and were be-
wildered, because everyone heard them
speaking in his own language. 7 They
were all amazed and marveled, saying
to one another, “Behold, aren’t all these
who speak Galileans? 8 How do we hear,
everyone in our own native language?
9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and peo-
ple from Mesopotamia, Judea, Cappado-
cia, Pontus, Asia, 10 Phrygia, Pamphylia,

* 1:10 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
✡ 1:20 Psalms 69:25 ✡ 1:20 Psalms 109:8
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Egypt, the parts of Libya around Cyrene,
visitors from Rome, both Jews and pros-
elytes, 11 Cretans and Arabians—we hear
them speaking in our languages themighty
works of God!” 12 They were all amazed
and were perplexed, saying to one another,
“What does thismean?” 13Others,mocking,
said, “They are filled with newwine.”

14But Peter, standing up with the eleven,
lifted up his voice and spoke out to them,
“You men of Judea and all you who dwell
at Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and
listen to my words. 15 For these aren’t
drunken, as you suppose, seeing it is only
the third hour of the day.* 16But this iswhat
has been spoken through the prophet Joel:
17 ‘It will be in the last days, says God,

that Iwill pouroutmySpirit onallflesh.
Your sons and your daughters will proph-

esy.
Your youngmenwill see visions.
Your old menwill dream dreams.

18Yes, and onmy servants and onmy hand-
maidens in those days,

I will pour out my Spirit, and they will
prophesy.

19 I will showwonders in the sky above,
and signs on the earth beneath:
blood, and fire, and billows of smoke.

20The sunwill be turned into darkness,
and themoon into blood,
before the great and glorious day of the
Lord comes.

21 It will be that whoever will call on the
name of the Lord will be saved.’✡

22 “Men of Israel, hear these words! Je-
sus of Nazareth, a man approved by God
to you by mighty works and wonders and
signs which God did by him among you,
even as you yourselves know, 23 him, be-
ing delivered up by the determined counsel
and foreknowledge of God, you have taken
by the hand of lawless men, crucified and
killed; 24whomGod raised up, having freed
him from the agonyof death, because itwas
not possible that he should be held by it.
25For David says concerning him,
‘I saw the Lord always before my face,

for he is onmy right hand, that I should
not bemoved.

26 Therefore my heart was glad, and my
tongue rejoiced.

Moreover my flesh also will dwell in
hope,

27 because you will not leave my soul in
Hades,†

neitherwill you allowyourHolyOne to
see decay.

28Youmade known tome the ways of life.

You will make me full of gladness with
your presence.’✡

29 “Brothers, I may tell you freely of the
patriarch David, that he both died and was
buried, and his tomb is with us to this day.
30Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing
that God had sworn with an oath to him
that of the fruit of his body, according to
the flesh, he would raise up the Christ‡ to
sit onhis throne, 31he foreseeing this, spoke
about the resurrection of the Christ, that
his soul wasn’t left in Hades,§ and his flesh
didn’t see decay. 32 This Jesus God raised
up, to which we all are witnesses. 33 Being
therefore exalted by the right hand of God,
and having received from the Father the
promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured
out this which you now see and hear. 34For
Daviddidn’t ascend into theheavens, buthe
says himself,
‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit by my right

hand
35until Imake your enemies a footstool
for your feet.” ’✡

36 “Let all the house of Israel therefore
knowcertainly thatGodhasmadehimboth
Lord and Christ, this Jesuswhomyou cruci-
fied.”

37 Now when they heard this, they were
cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the
rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall
we do?”

38 Peter said to them, “Repent and be
baptized, every one of you, in the name
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins,
and you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to
your children, and to all who are far off,
even as many as the Lord our God will call
to himself.” 40 With many other words he
testified and exhorted them, saying, “Save
yourselves from this crooked generation!”

41 Then those who gladly received
his word were baptized. There were
added that day about three thousand
souls. 42 They continued steadfastly in the
apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the
breaking of bread, and prayer. 43 Fear
came on every soul, and many wonders
and signs were done through the apostles.
44All who believed were together, and had
all things in common. 45 They sold their
possessions and goods, and distributed
them to all, according as anyone had need.
46 Day by day, continuing steadfastly with
one accord in the temple, and breaking
bread at home, they took their food with
gladness and singleness of heart, 47praising
God and having favor with all the people.

* 2:15 about 9:00 a.m. ✡ 2:21 Joel 2:28-32 † 2:27 or, Hell ✡ 2:28 Psalms 16:8-11 ‡ 2:30 “Christ” means

“Anointed One”. § 2:31 or, Hell ✡ 2:35 Psalms 110:1



Acts 3:1 1065 Acts 4:10

The Lord added to the assembly day by day
those whowere being saved.

3
1 Peter and John were going up into the

temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth
hour.* 2 A certain man who was lame
fromhismother’swombwas being carried,
whom they laid daily at the door of the
templewhich is called Beautiful, to ask gifts
for the needy of those who entered into the
temple. 3 Seeing Peter and John about to go
into the temple, he asked to receive gifts for
theneedy. 4Peter, fasteninghis eyes onhim,
with John, said, “Lookatus.” 5He listened to
them, expecting to receive something from
them. 6 But Peter said, “I have no silver or
gold, but what I have, that I give you. In
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, get
up and walk!” 7 He took him by the right
hand and raised him up. Immediately his
feet and his ankle bones received strength.
8 Leaping up, he stood and began to walk.
Heenteredwith theminto the temple,walk-
ing, leaping, and praising God. 9 All the
people saw him walking and praising God.
10 They recognized him, that it was he who
used to sit begging for gifts for the needy
at the Beautiful Gate of the temple. They
were filled with wonder and amazement at
what had happened to him. 11 As the lame
man who was healed held on to Peter and
John, all the people ran together to them in
the porch that is called Solomon’s, greatly
wondering.

12 When Peter saw it, he responded to
the people, “You men of Israel, why do you
marvel at this man? Why do you fasten
your eyes on us, as though by our own
power or godlinesswehadmadehimwalk?
13TheGodofAbraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the
God of our fathers, has glorified his Servant
Jesus, whom you delivered up and denied
in the presence of Pilate, when he had de-
termined to release him. 14But you denied
theHoly and Righteous One and asked for a
murderer to be granted to you, 15and killed
thePrinceof life,whomGodraised fromthe
dead, to which we are witnesses. 16By faith
in his name, his name has made this man
strong, whom you see and know. Yes, the
faith which is through him has given him
this perfect soundness in the presence of
you all.

17 “Now, brothers,† I know that you did
this in ignorance, as did also your rulers.
18 But the things which God announced by

the mouth of all his prophets, that Christ
should suffer, he thus fulfilled.

19 “Repent therefore, and turn again, that
your sins may be blotted out, so that there
may come times of refreshing from the
presence of the Lord, 20 and that he may
sendChrist Jesus,whowasordained foryou
before, 21whom heaven must receive until
the times of restoration of all things, which
God spoke long ago by themouth of his holy
prophets. 22ForMoses indeed said to the fa-
thers, ‘The Lord Godwill raise up a prophet
for you from among your brothers, likeme.
Youshall listen tohiminall thingswhatever
he says to you. 23 It will be that every soul
that will not listen to that prophet will be
utterly destroyed from among the people.’✡
24 Yes, and all the prophets from Samuel
and those who followed after, as many as
have spoken, also told of these days. 25 You
are the children of the prophets, and of
the covenant which God made with our
fathers, saying toAbraham, ‘All the families
of the earth will be blessed through your
offspring.’‡✡ 26 God, having raised up his
servant Jesus, sent him to you first to bless
you, in turning away every one of you from
your wickedness.”

4
1 As they spoke to the people, the priests

and the captain of the temple and the Sad-
ducees came to them, 2being upset because
they taught the people and proclaimed in
Jesus the resurrection fromthedead. 3They
laid hands on them, and put them in cus-
tody until the next day, for it was now
evening. 4Butmany of thosewho heard the
word believed, and the number of the men
came to be about five thousand.

5 In the morning, their rulers, elders,
and scribes were gathered together in
Jerusalem. 6 Annas the high priest was
there, with Caiaphas, John, Alexander, and
asmany aswere relatives of the high priest.
7When theyhad stoodPeter and John in the
middle of them, they inquired, “By what
power, or in what name, have you done
this?”

8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit,
said to them, “You rulers of the people and
elders of Israel, 9 if we are examined today
concerning a good deed done to a crippled
man, by what means this man has been
healed, 10may it be known to you all, and
to all the people of Israel, that in the name
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you cru-
cified, whomGod raised from the dead, this
man stands here before you whole in him.

* 3:1 3:00 p.m. † 3:17 The word for “brothers” here may be also correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or
“siblings.” ✡ 3:23 Deuteronomy 18:15,18-19 ‡ 3:25 or, seed ✡ 3:25 Genesis 22:18; 26:4 ✡ 4:11 Psalms
118:22
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11 He is ‘the stone which was regarded as
worthless by you, the builders, which has
become the head of the corner.’✡ 12There is
salvation innooneelse, for there isnoother
name under heaven that is given among
men, by which wemust be saved!”

13 Now when they saw the boldness of
Peter and John, andhadperceived that they
were unlearned and ignorant men, they
marveled. They recognized that they had
been with Jesus. 14 Seeing the man who
was healed standing with them, they could
say nothing against it. 15 But when they
had commanded them to go aside out of the
council, they conferred among themselves,
16 saying, “What shall we do to these men?
Because indeed a notable miracle has been
done through them, as can be plainly seen
by all who dwell in Jerusalem, andwe can’t
deny it. 17But so that this spreadsno further
among the people, let’s threaten them, that
from now on they don’t speak to anyone
in this name.” 18 They called them, and
commanded them not to speak at all nor
teach in the name of Jesus.

19 But Peter and John answered them,
“Whether it is right in the sight of God to
listen to you rather than to God, judge for
yourselves, 20 for we can’t help telling the
things which we saw and heard.”

21 When they had further threatened
them, they let them go, finding no way to
punish them, because of the people; for
everyone glorified God for that which was
done. 22 For the man on whom this miracle
of healing was performed was more than
forty years old.

23 Being let go, they came to their own
company and reported all that the chief
priests and the elders had said to them.
24 When they heard it, they lifted up their
voice to God with one accord and said, “O
Lord, you are God, who made the heaven,
the earth, the sea, and all that is in them;
25who by the mouth of your servant David,
said,
‘Why do the nations rage,

and the peoples plot a vain thing?
26The kings of the earth take a stand,

and the rulers plot together,
against the Lord, and against his
Christ.’*✡

27 “For truly,† both Herod and Pontius
Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of
Israel, were gathered together against your
holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed,
28 to dowhatever your hand and your coun-
sel foreordained to happen. 29 Now, Lord,

look at their threats, and grant to your ser-
vants to speak your wordwith all boldness,
30while you stretch out your hand to heal;
and that signs and wonders may be done
through the name of your holy Servant Je-
sus.”

31 When they had prayed, the place was
shakenwhere theywere gathered together.
Theywereall filledwith theHoly Spirit, and
they spoke the word of God with boldness.

32 The multitude of those who believed
were of one heart and soul. Not one of
them claimed that anything of the things
which he possessed was his own, but they
had all things in common. 33 With great
power, the apostles gave their testimony of
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. Great
grace was on them all. 34 For neither was
there among them any who lacked, for as
many as were owners of lands or houses
sold them, and brought the proceeds of the
things thatwere sold, 35and laid themat the
apostles’ feet; and distributionwasmade to
each, according as anyone had need.

36 Joses, who by the apostles was also
called Barnabas (which is, being inter-
preted, Son of Encouragement), a Levite, a
manofCyprusby race, 37havingafield, sold
it and brought the money and laid it at the
apostles’ feet.

5
1But a certain man named Ananias, with

Sapphira his wife, sold a possession, 2 and
kept back part of the price, his wife also
being aware of it, then brought a certain
part and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 3 But
Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled
your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to
keep back part of the price of the land?
4 While you kept it, didn’t it remain your
own? After it was sold, wasn’t it in your
power? How is it that you have conceived
this thing in your heart? You haven’t lied to
men, but to God.”

5Ananias, hearing thesewords, fell down
and died. Great fear came on all who heard
these things. 6 The young men arose and
wrapped him up, and they carried him out
and buried him. 7 About three hours later,
his wife, not knowing what had happened,
came in. 8 Peter answered her, “Tell me
whether you sold the land for somuch.”
She said, “Yes, for so much.”
9 But Peter asked her, “How is it that you

have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of
the Lord? Behold, the feet of those who
have buried your husband are at the door,
and they will carry you out.”

* 4:26 Christ (Greek) and Messiah (Hebrew) both mean Anointed One. ✡ 4:26 Psalms 2:1-2 † 4:27 nu adds “in
this city,”
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10 She fell down immediately at his feet
and died. The young men came in and
found her dead, and they carried her out
and buried her by her husband. 11 Great
fear cameon thewhole assembly, andonall
who heard these things.

12 By the hands of the apostles many
signs and wonders were done among the
people. They were all with one accord in
Solomon’s porch. 13None of the rest dared
to join them; however, the people hon-
ored them. 14 More believers were added
to the Lord, multitudes of both men and
women. 15 They even carried out the sick
into the streets and laid them on cots and
mattresses, so that as Peter came by, at
leasthis shadowmightovershadowsomeof
them. 16 The multitude also came together
from the cities around Jerusalem, bringing
sick people and those who were tormented
byunclean spirits; and theywereall healed.

17But thehighpriest roseup, andall those
who were with him (which is the sect of
the Sadducees), and they were filled with
jealousy 18 and laid hands on the apostles,
then put them in public custody. 19 But an
angel of the Lord opened the prison doors
by night, and brought them out and said,
20 “Go stand and speak in the temple to the
people all the words of this life.”

21Whentheyheard this, theyentered into
the temple about daybreak and taught. But
the high priest and those who were with
him came and called the council together,
with all the senate of the children of Is-
rael, and sent to the prison to have them
brought. 22But the officerswho camedidn’t
find them in the prison. They returned and
reported, 23 “We found the prison shut and
locked, and the guards standing before the
doors, butwhenweopened them,we found
no one inside!”

24 Now when the high priest, the cap-
tain of the temple, and the chief priests
heard these words, they were very per-
plexed about them andwhatmight become
of this. 25One came and told them, “Behold,
the men whom you put in prison are in
the temple, standing and teaching the peo-
ple.” 26 Then the captain went with the of-
ficers, and brought them without violence,
for they were afraid that the people might
stone them.

27 When they had brought them, they
set them before the council. The high
priest questioned them, 28 saying, “Didn’t
we strictly commandyounot to teach in this
name? Behold, you have filled Jerusalem
with your teaching, and intend to bring this
man’s blood on us.”

29 But Peter and the apostles answered,
“Wemust obey God rather thanmen. 30The
God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom
you killed, hanging him on a tree. 31 God
exalted him with his right hand to be a
Prince and a Savior, to give repentance to
Israel, and remission of sins. 32We are his
witnesses of these things; and so also is the
Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those
who obey him.”

33 But they, when they heard this, were
cut to theheart, andweredetermined tokill
them. 34 But one stood up in the council,
a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of
the law, honored by all the people, and
commanded to put the apostles out for a
little while. 35 He said to them, “You men
of Israel, be careful concerning these men,
what you are about to do. 36 For before
these days Theudas rose up, making him-
self out to be somebody; towhomanumber
of men, about four hundred, joined them-
selves. He was slain; and all, as many as
obeyed him, were dispersed and came to
nothing. 37After this man, Judas of Galilee
rose up in the days of the enrollment, and
drew away some people after him. He also
perished, and all, as many as obeyed him,
were scattered abroad. 38 Now I tell you,
withdraw from these men and leave them
alone. For if this counsel or this work is of
men, it will be overthrown. 39 But if it is of
God, you will not be able to overthrow it,
and youwould be found even to be fighting
against God!”

40They agreedwith him. Summoning the
apostles, they beat them and commanded
them not to speak in the name of Jesus,
and let them go. 41They therefore departed
from the presence of the council, rejoicing
that they were counted worthy to suffer
dishonor for Jesus’ name.

42 Every day, in the temple and at home,
they never stopped teaching and preaching
Jesus, the Christ.

6
1 Now in those days, when the number

of the disciples was multiplying, a com-
plaint arose from the Hellenists* against
the Hebrews, because their widows were
neglected in the daily service. 2 The twelve
summoned the multitude of the disciples
and said, “It is not appropriate for us to
forsake the word of God and serve tables.
3 Therefore, select from among you, broth-
ers, seven men of good report, full of the
Holy Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may
appoint over this business. 4 But we will

* 6:1 The Hellenists used Greek language and culture, even though they were also of Hebrew descent.
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continue steadfastly in prayer and in the
ministry of the word.”

5 These words pleased the whole multi-
tude. They chose Stephen, a man full of
faith and of the Holy Spirit, Philip, Procho-
rus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nico-
laus, a proselyte ofAntioch, 6whomthey set
before the apostles. When they had prayed,
they laid their hands on them.

7ThewordofGod increasedand thenum-
ber of the disciples greatly multiplied in
Jerusalem. A great company of the priests
were obedient to the faith.

8 Stephen, full of faith and power, per-
formed greatwonders and signs among the
people. 9 But some of those who were of
the synagogue called “The Libertines”, and
of the Cyrenians, of the Alexandrians, and
of those of Cilicia and Asia arose, disput-
ing with Stephen. 10 They weren’t able to
withstand the wisdom and the Spirit by
which he spoke. 11 Then they secretly in-
duced men to say, “We have heard him
speak blasphemous words against Moses
and God.” 12They stirred up the people, the
elders, and the scribes, and came against
him and seized him, then brought him in
to the council, 13 and set up false witnesses
who said, “This man never stops speaking
blasphemous words against this holy place
and the law. 14 For we have heard him say
that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this
place, and will change the customs which
Moses delivered to us.” 15All who sat in the
council, fastening their eyesonhim, sawhis
face like it was the face of an angel.

7
1 The high priest said, “Are these things

so?”
2 He said, “Brothers and fathers, listen.

The God of glory appeared to our father
Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia,
before he lived in Haran, 3 and said to him,
‘Get out of your land and away from your
relatives, and come into a land which I will
show you.’✡ 4 Then he came out of the
land of the Chaldaeans and lived in Haran.
From there, when his father was dead, God
moved him into this land where you are
now living. 5 He gave him no inheritance
in it, no, not so much as to set his foot
on. He promised that he would give it to
him for a possession, and to his offspring
after him, when he still had no child. 6God
spoke in this way: that his offspring would
live as aliens in a strange land, and that
they would be enslaved and mistreated for

four hundred years. 7 ‘I will judge the na-
tion to which they will be in bondage,’ said
God, ‘and after that they will come out and
serve me in this place.’✡ 8 He gave him
the covenant of circumcision. So Abraham
became the fatherof Isaac, andcircumcised
him the eighth day. Isaac became the father
of Jacob, and Jacob became the father of the
twelve patriarchs.

9 “The patriarchs, moved with jealousy
against Joseph, sold him into Egypt. God
was with him 10 and delivered him out of
all his afflictions, and gave him favor and
wisdom before Pharaoh, king of Egypt. He
made him governor over Egypt and all his
house. 11 Now a famine came over all the
land of Egypt and Canaan, and great afflic-
tion. Our fathers found no food. 12 But
when Jacob heard that there was grain in
Egypt, he sent out our fathers the first time.
13 On the second time Joseph was made
known to his brothers, and Joseph’s family
was revealed to Pharaoh. 14 Joseph sent
and summoned Jacob his father and all his
relatives, seventy-five souls. 15 Jacob went
down into Egypt and he died, himself and
our fathers; 16 and they were brought back
to Shechem and laid in the tomb that Abra-
ham bought for a price in silver from the
children of Hamor of Shechem.

17 “But as the time of the promise came
close which God had sworn to Abraham,
the people grew and multiplied in Egypt,
18 until there arose a different king who
didn’t know Joseph. 19 The same took ad-
vantage of our race and mistreated our fa-
thers, and forced them to abandon their
babies, so that theywouldn’t stayalive. 20At
that timeMoses was born, and was exceed-
ingly handsome to God. He was nourished
threemonths in his father’s house. 21When
he was abandoned, Pharaoh’s daughter
tookhimupand rearedhimasher ownson.
22Moseswas instructed in all thewisdomof
the Egyptians. He was mighty in his words
and works. 23But when he was forty years
old, it came into his heart to visit his broth-
ers,* the children of Israel. 24 Seeing one of
them suffer wrong, he defended him and
avenged him who was oppressed, striking
the Egyptian. 25He supposed that his broth-
ers understood that God, by his hand, was
giving them deliverance; but they didn’t
understand.

26 “The day following, he appeared to
them as they fought, and urged them to be
at peace again, saying, ‘Sirs, you are broth-
ers. Whydo youwrong one another?’ 27But
hewho did his neighborwrong pushed him

✡ 7:3 Genesis 12:1 ✡ 7:7 Genesis 15:13-14 * 7:23 The word for “brothers” here and where the context allows
may be also correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ✡ 7:28 Exodus 2:14
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away, saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and
a judge over us? 28 Do you want to kill
me as you killed the Egyptian yesterday?’✡
29 Moses fled at this saying, and became a
stranger in the land of Midian, where he
became the father of two sons.

30 “When forty years were fulfilled, an
angel of the Lord appeared to him in the
wilderness of Mount Sinai, in a flame of
fire in a bush. 31 When Moses saw it, he
wondered at the sight. As he came close
to see, the voice of the Lord came to him,
32 ‘I am the God of your fathers: the God
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God
of Jacob.’✡ Moses trembled and dared not
look. 33 The Lord said to him, ‘Take off
your sandals, for the placewhere you stand
is holy ground. 34 I have surely seen the
affliction of my people who are in Egypt,
andhaveheard their groaning. I have come
down to deliver them. Now come, I will
send you into Egypt.’✡

35 “This Moses whom they refused, say-
ing, ‘Who made you a ruler and a judge?’—
Godhas senthimasbotha ruler andadeliv-
erer by the hand of the angelwho appeared
to him in the bush. 36 This man led them
out, having worked wonders and signs in
Egypt, in the Red Sea, and in the wilderness
for forty years. 37 This is that Moses who
said to the children of Israel, ‘The Lord our
God will raise up a prophet for you from
among your brothers, like me.’†✡ 38 This is
he who was in the assembly in the wilder-
ness with the angel that spoke to him on
Mount Sinai, and with our fathers, who
received living revelations to give tous, 39 to
whom our fathers wouldn’t be obedient,
but rejected him and turned back in their
hearts to Egypt, 40 saying to Aaron, ‘Make
us gods that will go before us, for as for
this Moses who led us out of the land of
Egypt, we don’t know what has become of
him.’✡ 41Theymadeacalf in thosedays, and
brought a sacrifice to the idol, and rejoiced
in the works of their hands. 42 But God
turned away and gave them up to serve the
army of the sky,‡ as it is written in the book
of the prophets,
‘Did you offer to me slain animals and sac-

rifices
forty years in the wilderness, O house
of Israel?

43You took up the tabernacle of Moloch,
the star of your god Rephan,

the figures which youmade to worship,
so I will carry you away✡ beyond Baby-
lon.’

44 “Our fathers had the tabernacle of the
testimony in the wilderness, even as he
who spoke to Moses commanded him to
make it according to the pattern that he
had seen; 45which also our fathers, in their
turn, brought in with Joshua when they
entered into the possession of the nations
whom God drove out before the face of our
fathers to the days of David, 46 who found
favor in the sight of God, and asked to find
a habitation for the God of Jacob. 47 But
Solomon built him a house. 48However, the
Most High doesn’t dwell in temples made
with hands, as the prophet says,
49 ‘heaven is my throne,

and the earth a footstool for my feet.
What kind of housewill youbuildme?’ says

the Lord.
‘Orwhat is the place of my rest?

50Didn’t my handmake all these things?’✡
51 “You stiff-necked and uncircumcised

in heart and ears, you always resist the
Holy Spirit! As your fathers did, so you
do. 52 Which of the prophets didn’t your
fathers persecute? They killed those who
foretold the comingof theRighteousOne, of
whomyouhave nowbecomebetrayers and
murderers. 53You received the lawas itwas
ordained by angels, and didn’t keep it!”

54 Now when they heard these things,
theywerecut to theheart, and theygnashed
at him with their teeth. 55But he, being full
of theHoly Spirit, lookedup steadfastly into
heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus
standing on the right hand of God, 56 and
said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened and
the Son ofMan standing at the right hand of
God!”

57But they cried outwith a loud voice and
stopped their ears, then rushed at himwith
one accord. 58 They threw him out of the
city and stoned him. The witnesses placed
their garments at the feet of a young man
named Saul. 59 They stoned Stephen as he
called out, saying, “Lord Jesus, receive my
spirit!” 60Hekneeleddownand criedwith a
loud voice, “Lord, don’t hold this sin against
them!” Whenhehadsaid this, he fell asleep.

8
1 Saul was consenting to his death. A

great persecution arose against the assem-
bly which was in Jerusalem in that day.
They were all scattered abroad throughout
theregionsof JudeaandSamaria, except for
the apostles. 2Devout men buried Stephen
and lamented greatly over him. 3 But Saul
ravaged the assembly, entering into every

✡ 7:32 Exodus 3:6 ✡ 7:34 Exodus 3:5,7-8,10 † 7:37 TR adds “You shall listen to him.” ✡ 7:37 Deuteronomy
18:15 ✡ 7:40 Exodus 32:1 ‡ 7:42 This idiom could also be translated “host of heaven”, or “angelic beings”, or
“heavenly bodies.” ✡ 7:43 Amos 5:25-27 ✡ 7:50 Isaiah 66:1-2
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house and dragged both men and women
off to prison. 4 Therefore those who were
scattered abroad went around preaching
the word. 5 Philip went down to the city of
Samaria andproclaimed to them the Christ.
6Themultitudes listenedwith oneaccord to
the things that were spoken by Philip when
they heard and saw the signs which he did.
7 For unclean spirits came out of many of
thosewho had them. They came out, crying
with a loud voice. Many who had been
paralyzed and lame were healed. 8 There
was great joy in that city.

9 But there was a certain man, Simon
by name, who used to practice sorcery in
the city and amazed the people of Samaria,
making himself out to be some great one,
10 to whom they all listened, from the least
to the greatest, saying, “This man is that
great power of God.” 11 They listened to
him because for a long time he had amazed
them with his sorceries. 12 But when they
believed Philip preaching good news con-
cerning God’s Kingdom and the name of
Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men
andwomen. 13Simonhimself alsobelieved.
Being baptized, he continued with Philip.
Seeing signs and great miracles occurring,
he was amazed.

14 Now when the apostles who were at
Jerusalemheard that Samaria had received
the word of God, they sent Peter and John
to them, 15who,when they had comedown,
prayed for them, that theymight receive the
Holy Spirit; 16 for as yet he had fallen on
none of them. They had only been baptized
in the name of Christ Jesus. 17 Then they
laid their hands on them, and they received
the Holy Spirit. 18 Now when Simon saw
that the Holy Spirit was given through the
laying on of the apostles’ hands, he offered
them money, 19 saying, “Give me also this
power, that whomever I lay my hands on
may receive the Holy Spirit.” 20 But Peter
said to him, “May your silver perish with
you, because you thought you could obtain
the gift of God with money! 21 You have
neither part nor lot in this matter, for your
heart isn’t rightbeforeGod. 22Repent there-
fore of this, your wickedness, and ask God
if perhaps the thought of your heartmay be
forgiven you. 23For I see that you are in the
poison of bitterness and in the bondage of
iniquity.”

24 Simon answered, “Pray for me to the
Lord, that none of the things which you
have spoken happen tome.”

25They therefore,when theyhad testified
and spoken the word of the Lord, returned

to Jerusalem, and preached the Good News
tomany villages of the Samaritans.

26 Then an angel of the Lord spoke to
Philip, saying, “Arise, and go toward the
south to the way that goes down from
Jerusalem to Gaza. This is a desert.”

27He arose and went; and behold, there
was a man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great
authority under Candace, queen of the
Ethiopians, who was over all her treasure,
who had come to Jerusalem to worship.
28He was returning and sitting in his char-
iot, and was reading the prophet Isaiah.

29 The Spirit said to Philip, “Go near, and
join yourself to this chariot.”

30 Philip ran to him, and heard him read-
ing Isaiah the prophet, and said, “Do you
understand what you are reading?”

31 He said, “How can I, unless someone
explains it tome?” HebeggedPhilip to come
up and sit with him. 32 Now the passage
of the Scripture which he was reading was
this,
“Hewas led as a sheep to the slaughter.

As a lamb before his shearer is silent,
so he doesn’t open his mouth.

33 In his humiliation, his judgment was
taken away.

Whowill declare His generation?
For his life is taken from the earth.”✡

34 The eunuch answered Philip, “Who is
the prophet talking about? About himself,
or about someone else?”

35 Philip opened his mouth, and begin-
ning from this Scripture, preached to him
about Jesus. 36 As they went on the way,
they came to some water; and the eunuch
said, “Behold, here is water. What is keep-
ingme from being baptized?”

37* 38He commanded the chariot to stand
still, and they both went down into the
water, both Philip and the eunuch, and he
baptized him.

39 When they came up out of the water,
the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away,
and theeunuchdidn’t seehimanymore, for
he went on his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip
was found at Azotus. Passing through, he
preached the Good News to all the cities
until he came to Caesarea.

9
1 But Saul, still breathing threats and

slaughter against the disciples of the Lord,
went to the high priest 2 and asked for let-
ters from him to the synagogues of Dam-
ascus, that if he found any who were of
theWay, whether men or women, he might
bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 As he

✡ 8:33 Isaiah 53:7,8 * 8:37 TR adds Philip said, “If you believewith all your heart, youmay.” Heanswered, “I believe
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”
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traveled, he got close to Damascus, and
suddenly a light from the sky shone around
him. 4 He fell on the earth, and heard a
voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do
you persecuteme?”

5He said, “Who are you, Lord?”
The Lord said, “I am Jesus, whom you

are persecuting.* 6 But† rise up and en-
ter into the city, then you will be told
what youmust do.”

7 The men who traveled with him stood
speechless, hearing the sound, but seeing
no one. 8 Saul arose from the ground, and
when his eyes were opened, he saw no one.
They led him by the hand and brought him
into Damascus. 9He was without sight for
three days, and neither ate nor drank.

10 Now there was a certain disciple at
DamascusnamedAnanias. TheLord said to
him in a vision, “Ananias!”
He said, “Behold, it’s me, Lord.”
11The Lord said to him, “Arise and go to

the street which is called Straight, and
inquire in the house of Judah‡ for one
named Saul, a man of Tarsus. For be-
hold, he is praying, 12and in a vision he
has seen a man named Ananias coming
in and laying his hands on him, that he
might receive his sight.”

13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have
heard from many about this man, how
muchevil hedid toyour saints at Jerusalem.
14 Here he has authority from the chief
priests to bind all who call on your name.”

15But theLord said tohim, “Goyourway,
for he is my chosen vessel to bear my
name before the nations and kings, and
the children of Israel. 16For I will show
himhowmany things hemust suffer for
my name’s sake.”

17 Ananias departed and entered into
the house. Laying his hands on him, he
said, “Brother Saul, theLord,whoappeared
to you on the road by which you came,
has sent me that you may receive your
sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”
18 Immediately something like scales fell
from his eyes, and he received his sight. He
arose andwasbaptized. 19He took foodand
was strengthened.
Saul stayed several days with the disci-

pleswhowereatDamascus. 20 Immediately
in the synagogues he proclaimed the Christ,
that he is the Son of God. 21 All who heard
him were amazed, and said, “Isn’t this he
who in Jerusalemmade havoc of thosewho

called on this name? And he had come here
intending to bring them bound before the
chief priests!”

22 But Saul increased more in strength,
and confounded the Jews who lived at
Damascus, proving that this is the Christ.
23Whenmany days were fulfilled, the Jews
conspired together to kill him, 24 but their
plot became known to Saul. They watched
the gates bothday andnight that theymight
kill him, 25 but his disciples took him by
night and let him down through the wall,
lowering him in a basket.

26When Saul had come to Jerusalem, he
tried to join himself to the disciples; but
they were all afraid of him, not believing
that he was a disciple. 27 But Barnabas
took him and brought him to the apostles,
and declared to them how he had seen
the Lord on the way, and that he had spo-
ken to him, and how at Damascus he had
preached boldly in the name of Jesus. 28He
was with them entering into§ Jerusalem,
29preaching boldly in the name of the Lord
Jesus.* He spoke and disputed against the
Hellenists,† but they were seeking to kill
him. 30 When the brothers‡ knew it, they
brought him down to Caesarea and sent
him off to Tarsus.

31So the assemblies throughout all Judea,
Galilee, and Samaria had peace and were
built up. They were multiplied, walking in
the fearof theLordand in thecomfort of the
Holy Spirit.

32 As Peter went throughout all those
parts, he came down also to the saints who
lived at Lydda. 33 There he found a cer-
tain man named Aeneas, who had been
bedridden for eight years because he was
paralyzed. 34 Peter said to him, “Aeneas,
Jesus Christ heals you. Get up and make
your bed!” Immediately he arose. 35 All
who lived at Lydda and in Sharon saw him,
and they turned to the Lord.

36Now there was at Joppa a certain disci-
ple named Tabitha, which when translated
means Dorcas.§ This woman was full of
good works and acts of mercy which she
did. 37 In those days, she became sick and
died. When they had washed her, they
laid her in an upper room. 38 As Lydda
was near Joppa, the disciples, hearing that
Peter was there, sent two men* to him,
imploring him not to delay in coming to
them. 39 Peter got up and went with them.

* 9:5 TR adds “It’s hard for you to kick against the cattle prods.” † 9:6 TR omits “But” ‡ 9:11 or, Judas § 9:28

TR and NU add “and going out” * 9:29 TR and NU omit “Jesus” and reverse the order of verses 28 & 29. † 9:29
TheHellenists were Hebrewswho used Greek language and culture. ‡ 9:30 Theword for “brothers” here andwhere

the context allowsmay also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” § 9:36 “Dorcas” is Greek for
“Gazelle.” * 9:38 Reading fromNU, TR; MT omits “twomen”
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When he had come, they brought him into
the upper room. All the widows stood by
him weeping, and showing the tunics and
other garments which Dorcas had made
while she was with them. 40 Peter sent
them all out, and knelt down and prayed.
Turning to the body, he said, “Tabitha, get
up!” She opened her eyes, and when she
saw Peter, she sat up. 41 He gave her his
hand and raised her up. Calling the saints
and widows, he presented her alive. 42This
became known throughout all Joppa, and
many believed in the Lord. 43 He stayed
many days in Joppa with a tanner named
Simon.

10
1 Now there was a certain man in Cae-

sarea, Cornelius by name, a centurion of
whatwas called the ItalianRegiment, 2ade-
vout man, and one who feared God with all
his house, who gave gifts for the needy gen-
erously to the people, and always prayed
to God. 3 At about the ninth hour of the
day,* he clearly saw in a vision an angel
of God coming to him and saying to him,
“Cornelius!”

4He, fastening his eyes on him and being
frightened, said, “What is it, Lord?”
He said to him, “Your prayers and your

gifts to the needy have gone up for amemo-
rial before God. 5Now send men to Joppa,
and get Simon, who is also called Peter.
6He is staying with a tanner named Simon,
whose house is by the seaside.†

7When the angel who spoke to him had
departed, Cornelius called two of his house-
hold servants and a devout soldier of those
who waited on him continually. 8 Having
explained everything to them, he sent them
to Joppa.

9 Now on the next day as they were on
their journey and got close to the city, Peter
went up on the housetop to pray at about
noon. 10He became hungry and desired to
eat, but while they were preparing, he fell
into a trance. 11He saw heaven opened and
a certain container descending to him, like
a great sheet let down by four corners on
the earth, 12 inwhichwere all kinds of four-
footed animals of the earth, wild animals,
reptiles, and birds of the sky. 13 A voice
came to him, “Rise, Peter, kill and eat!”

14But Peter said, “Not so, Lord; for I have
never eaten anything that is common or
unclean.”

15 A voice came to him again the second
time, “What God has cleansed, youmust
not call unclean.” 16 This was done three

times, and immediately the thing was re-
ceived up into heaven.

17 Now while Peter was very perplexed
in himself what the vision which he had
seen might mean, behold, the men who
were sent by Cornelius, having made in-
quiry for Simon’s house, stood before the
gate, 18 and called and asked whether Si-
mon,whowasalso calledPeter,was lodging
there. 19 While Peter was pondering the
vision, theSpirit said tohim, “Behold, three‡
men seek you. 20 But arise, get down, and
go with them, doubting nothing; for I have
sent them.”

21 Peter went down to the men, and said,
“Behold, I amhewhomyou seek. Whyhave
you come?”

22 They said, “Cornelius, a centurion, a
righteous man and one who fears God, and
well spoken of by all the nation of the Jews,
was directed by a holy angel to invite you
to his house, and to listen to what you say.”
23So he called them in and provided a place
to stay.
On the next day Peter arose andwent out

with them, and some of the brothers from
Joppa accompanied him. 24On the next day
they entered into Caesarea. Cornelius was
waiting for them, having called together
his relatives and his near friends. 25When
Peter entered, Corneliusmet him, fell down
at his feet, and worshiped him. 26But Peter
raised him up, saying, “Stand up! I myself
amalso aman.” 27As he talkedwith him, he
went in and foundmany gathered together.
28 He said to them, “You yourselves know
how it is an unlawful thing for a man who
is a Jew to join himself or come to one of
another nation, but God has shownme that
I shouldn’t call anyman unholy or unclean.
29Therefore I also came without complaint
when Iwas sent for. I ask therefore,whydid
you send for me?”

30 Cornelius said, “Four days ago, I was
fasting until this hour; and at the ninth
hour,§ I prayed in my house, and behold,
a man stood before me in bright clothing
31and said, ‘Cornelius, yourprayer is heard,
and your gifts to the needy are remem-
bered in the sight of God. 32 Send therefore
to Joppa and summon Simon, who is also
called Peter. He is staying in the house of a
tanner named Simon, by the seaside. When
he comes, hewill speak to you.’ 33Therefore
I sent to you at once, and it was good of
you to come. Now therefore we are all here
present in the sight of God to hear all things
that have been commanded you by God.”

* 10:3 3:00 p.m. † 10:6 TR adds “This one will tell youwhat it is necessary for you to do.” ‡ 10:19 Reading from

TR and NU. MT omits “three” § 10:30 3:00 p.m.
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34 Peter opened his mouth and said,
“Truly I perceive that God doesn’t show
favoritism; 35 but in every nation he who
fears him and works righteousness is ac-
ceptable to him. 36The word which he sent
to the children of Israel, preaching good
news of peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord
of all— 37 you yourselves know what hap-
pened, which was proclaimed throughout
all Judea, beginning from Galilee, after the
baptism which John preached; 38 how God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy
Spirit and with power, who went about
doing good and healing all who were op-
pressed by the devil, for God was with
him. 39We are witnesses of everything he
did both in the country of the Jews and in
Jerusalem;whom they also* killed, hanging
himona tree. 40God raisedhimup the third
dayandgavehim tobe revealed, 41not to all
the people, but to witnesses who were cho-
sen before by God, to us, who ate and drank
with him after he rose from the dead. 42He
commanded us to preach to the people and
to testify that this is he who is appointed by
God as the Judge of the living and the dead.
43 All the prophets testify about him, that
throughhis nameeveryonewhobelieves in
himwill receive remission of sins.”

44 While Peter was still speaking these
words, the Holy Spirit fell on all those who
heard theword. 45They of the circumcision
who believed were amazed, as many as
camewithPeter, because the gift of theHoly
Spirit was also poured out on the Gentiles.
46 For they heard them speaking in other
languages andmagnifying God.
Then Peter answered, 47 “Can anyone for-

bid these people from being baptized with
water? They have received the Holy Spirit
just like us.” 48He commanded them to be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then
they asked him to stay some days.

11
1Now the apostles and the brothers*who

were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had
also received thewordofGod. 2WhenPeter
had come up to Jerusalem, those who were
of the circumcision contended with him,
3 saying, “You went in to uncircumcised
men and ate with them!”

4But Peter began, and explained to them
in order, saying, 5 “I was in the city of Joppa
praying, and in a trance I saw a vision: a
certain container descending, like it was a
great sheet let down from heaven by four
corners. It came as far as me. 6 When I

had looked intently at it, I considered, and
saw the four-footed animals of the earth,
wild animals, creeping things, and birds of
the sky. 7 I also heard a voice saying to me,
‘Rise, Peter, kill and eat!’ 8 But I said,
‘Not so, Lord, for nothingunholy orunclean
has ever entered into my mouth.’ 9 But a
voice answered me the second time out of
heaven, ‘What God has cleansed, don’t
you call unclean.’ 10 This was done three
times, and all were drawn up again into
heaven. 11 Behold, immediately three men
stood before the house where I was, having
been sent fromCaesarea tome. 12The Spirit
told me to go with them without discrim-
inating. These six brothers also accompa-
nied me, and we entered into the man’s
house. 13 He told us how he had seen the
angel standing in his house and saying to
him, ‘Send to Joppa and get Simon, who is
called Peter, 14whowill speak to you words
by which you will be saved, you and all
your house.’ 15 As I began to speak, the
Holy Spirit fell on them, even as on us at the
beginning. 16 I remembered theword of the
Lord, how he said, ‘John indeed baptized
in water, but you will be baptized in the
Holy Spirit.’ 17 If then God gave to them
the same gift as us when we believed in the
Lord Jesus Christ, who was I, that I could
withstand God?”

18 When they heard these things, they
held their peace and glorified God, saying,
“Then God has also granted to the Gentiles
repentance to life!”

19 They therefore who were scattered
abroad by the oppression that arose about
Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia,
Cyprus, and Antioch, speaking the word
to no one except to Jews only. 20 But
there were some of them, men of Cyprus
and Cyrene, who, when they had come to
Antioch, spoke to the Hellenists,† preaching
the Lord Jesus. 21The hand of the Lord was
with them, and a great number believed
and turned to the Lord. 22 The report
concerning them came to the ears of the
assembly which was in Jerusalem. They
sent out Barnabas to go as far as Antioch,
23 who, when he had come, and had seen
the grace of God, was glad. He exhorted
them all, that with purpose of heart they
should remain near to the Lord. 24 For he
was a good man, and full of the Holy Spirit
and of faith, and many people were added
to the Lord.

25Barnabaswent out to Tarsus to look for
Saul. 26Whenhehad foundhim, hebrought
him to Antioch. For a whole year they were

* 10:39 TR omits “also” * 11:1 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be correctly
translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” † 11:20 AHellenist is someonewho keeps Greek customs and culture.
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gathered together with the assembly, and
taught many people. The disciples were
first called Christians in Antioch.

27 Now in these days, prophets came
down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28One of
themnamedAgabus stoodupand indicated
by the Spirit that there should be a great
famine all over the world, which also hap-
pened in the days of Claudius. 29 As any of
the disciples had plenty, each determined
to send relief to the brothers who lived in
Judea; 30which they also did, sending it to
the elders by the hands of Barnabas and
Saul.

12
1 Now about that time, King Herod

stretched out his hands to oppress some of
the assembly. 2He killed James, the brother
of John, with the sword. 3 When he saw
that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to
seize Peter also. Thiswas during the days of
unleavened bread. 4When he had arrested
him, he put him in prison and delivered
him to four squads of four soldiers each to
guardhim, intending tobringhimout to the
people after the Passover. 5 Peter therefore
was kept in the prison, but constant prayer
was made by the assembly to God for
him. 6 The same night when Herod was
about to bring him out, Peter was sleeping
between two soldiers, bound with two
chains. Guards in front of the door kept
the prison.

7 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood
by him, and a light shone in the cell. He
struck Peter on the side and woke him up,
saying, “Stand up quickly!” His chains fell
off his hands. 8 The angel said to him, “Get
dressed and put on your sandals.” He did
so. He said to him, “Put on your cloak and
followme.” 9And hewent out and followed
him. He didn’t know that what was being
done by the angel was real, but thought he
saw a vision. 10 When they were past the
first and the second guard, they came to
the iron gate that leads into the city, which
opened to themby itself. Theywent out and
went down one street, and immediately the
angel departed from him.

11 When Peter had come to himself, he
said, “Now I truly know that the Lord has
sent out his angel and delivered me out of
the hand ofHerod, and fromeverything the
Jewish people were expecting.” 12Thinking
about that, he came to the house of Mary,
the mother of John who was called Mark,
where many were gathered together and
were praying. 13WhenPeter knocked at the
doorof thegate, a servantgirlnamedRhoda
came to answer. 14 When she recognized

Peter’s voice, she didn’t open the gate for
joy, but ran in and reported that Peter was
standing in front of the gate.

15 They said to her, “You are crazy!” But
she insisted that it was so. They said, “It is
his angel.” 16But Peter continued knocking.
When they had opened, they saw him and
were amazed. 17But he, beckoning to them
with his hand to be silent, declared to them
how the Lord had brought him out of the
prison. He said, “Tell these things to James
and to the brothers.” Then he departed and
went to another place.

18 Now as soon as it was day, there was
no small stir among the soldiers aboutwhat
had become of Peter. 19 When Herod had
sought for him and didn’t find him, he ex-
amined the guards, then commanded that
they should be put to death. He went down
from Judea to Caesarea, and stayed there.

20 Now Herod was very angry with the
people of Tyre and Sidon. They came with
one accord to him and, having made Blas-
tus, the king’s personal aide, their friend,
they asked for peace, because their country
depended on the king’s country for food.
21On an appointed day, Herod dressed him-
self in royal clothing, sat on the throne,
and gave a speech to them. 22 The people
shouted, “The voice of a god, and not of a
man!” 23 Immediately an angel of the Lord
struck him, because he didn’t give God the
glory. Then he was eaten by worms and
died.

24 But the word of God grew and multi-
plied. 25 Barnabas and Saul returned to*
Jerusalemwhen they had fulfilled their ser-
vice, also taking with them John who was
calledMark.

13
1 Now in the assembly that was at Anti-

och there were some prophets and teach-
ers: Barnabas, Simeon who was called
Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen the foster
brother ofHerod the tetrarch, andSaul. 2As
they served the Lord and fasted, the Holy
Spirit said, “Separate Barnabas and Saul for
me, for the work to which I have called
them.”

3Then, when they had fasted and prayed
and laid their hands on them, they sent
them away. 4 So, being sent out by the Holy
Spirit, they went down to Seleucia. From
there they sailed to Cyprus. 5 When they
were at Salamis, they proclaimed God’s
word in the Jewish synagogues. They also
had John as their attendant. 6 When they
had gone through the island to Paphos, they
found a certain sorcerer, a false prophet, a

* 12:25 TR reads “from” instead of “to”
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Jew whose name was Bar Jesus, 7who was
with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, a man
of understanding. This man summoned
Barnabas and Saul, and sought to hear the
word of God. 8But Elymas the sorcerer (for
so is his name by interpretation) withstood
them, seeking to turn the proconsul away
from the faith. 9But Saul, who is also called
Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, fastened
his eyes on him 10 and said, “You son of
the devil, full of all deceit and all cunning,
you enemyof all righteousness,will younot
cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord?
11 Now, behold, the hand of the Lord is on
you, and you will be blind, not seeing the
sun for a season!”
Immediately a mist and darkness fell on

him. He went around seeking someone to
lead him by the hand. 12 Then the pro-
consul, when he saw what was done, be-
lieved, being astonished at the teaching of
the Lord.

13NowPaul andhis companyset sail from
Paphos and came to Perga in Pamphylia.
John departed from them and returned to
Jerusalem. 14 But they, passing on from
Perga, came to Antioch of Pisidia. They
went into the synagogue on the Sabbath
day and sat down. 15 After the reading of
the law and the prophets, the rulers of the
synagogue sent to them, saying, “Brothers,
if you have any word of exhortation for the
people, speak.”

16 Paul stood up, and gesturing with his
hand said, “Men of Israel, and youwho fear
God, listen. 17The God of this people* chose
our fathers, and exalted the people when
they stayed as aliens in the land of Egypt,
and with an uplifted arm, he led them out
of it. 18 For a period of about forty years
he put up with them in the wilderness.
19 When he had destroyed seven nations
in the land of Canaan, he gave them their
land for an inheritance for about four hun-
dred fifty years. 20 After these things, he
gave them judges until Samuel the prophet.
21Afterward they asked for a king, and God
gave to them Saul the son of Kish, a man
of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years.
22 When he had removed him, he raised
up David to be their king, to whom he also
testified, ‘I have found David the son of
Jesse, a man after my heart, who will do all
my will.’ 23 From this man’s offspring, God
has brought salvation† to Israel according
to his promise, 24 before his coming, when

John had first preached the baptism of re-
pentance to Israel.‡ 25As Johnwas fulfilling
his course, he said, ‘What do you suppose
that I am? I am not he. But behold, one
comes after me, the sandals of whose feet I
am not worthy to untie.’

26“Brothers, childrenof the stockofAbra-
ham, and those among you who fear God,
the word of this salvation is sent out to
you. 27 For those who dwell in Jerusalem,
and their rulers, because they didn’t know
him, nor the voices of the prophets which
are read every Sabbath, fulfilled them by
condemning him. 28 Though they found no
cause for death, they still asked Pilate to
have him killed. 29When they had fulfilled
all things thatwerewritten about him, they
took him down from the tree and laid him
in a tomb. 30 But God raised him from the
dead, 31 and he was seen for many days by
those who came up with him from Galilee
to Jerusalem, who are his witnesses to the
people. 32 We bring you good news of the
promisemade to the fathers, 33 that Godhas
fulfilled this to us, their children, in that he
raised up Jesus. As it is also written in the
second psalm,
‘You aremy Son.

Today I have become your father.’✡
34“Concerning thathe raisedhimup from

the dead, now no more to return to cor-
ruption, he has spoken thus: ‘I will give
you the holy and sure blessings of David.’✡
35 Therefore he says also in another psalm,
‘You will not allow your Holy One to see
decay.’✡ 36 For David, after he had in his
own generation served the counsel of God,
fell asleep, was laid with his fathers, and
saw decay. 37 But he whom God raised up
saw no decay. 38 Be it known to you there-
fore, brothers,§ that through this man is
proclaimed to you remission of sins; 39 and
by him everyone who believes is justified
from all things, from which you could not
be justified by the law of Moses. 40 Beware
therefore, lest that come on you which is
spoken in the prophets:
41 ‘Behold, you scoffers!

Wonder and perish,
for I work a work in your days,
a work which you will in no way be-
lieve, if one declares it to you.’ ” ✡

42 So when the Jews went out of the syna-
gogue, theGentiles begged that thesewords
might be preached to them the next Sab-
bath. 43Nowwhen the synagogue broke up,

* 13:17 TR, NU add “Israel” † 13:23 TR, NU read “a Savior, Jesus” instead of “salvation” ‡ 13:24 TR, NU read
“to all the people of Israel” instead of “to Israel” ✡ 13:33 Psalms 2:7 ✡ 13:34 Isaiah 55:3 ✡ 13:35 Psalms
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many of the Jews and of the devout pros-
elytes followed Paul and Barnabas; who,
speaking to them,urged themtocontinue in
the grace of God.

44Thenext Sabbath, almost thewhole city
was gathered together to hear the word of
God. 45 But when the Jews saw the multi-
tudes, they were filled with jealousy, and
contradicted the things which were spoken
by Paul, and blasphemed.

46 Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly,
and said, “It was necessary that God’s word
should be spoken to you first. Since indeed
you thrust it from yourselves, and judge
yourselvesunworthyof eternal life, behold,
we turn to the Gentiles. 47 For so has the
Lord commanded us, saying,
‘I have set you as a light for the Gentiles,

that you should bring salvation to the
uttermost parts of the earth.’ ” ✡

48 As the Gentiles heard this, they were
glad and glorified the word of God. As
many as were appointed to eternal life be-
lieved. 49 The Lord’s word was spread
abroad throughout all the region. 50But the
Jews stirred up the devout and prominent
women and the chief men of the city, and
stirred up a persecution against Paul and
Barnabas, and threw them out of their bor-
ders. 51 But they shook off the dust of their
feet against them, and came to Iconium.
52Thediscipleswerefilledwith joyandwith
the Holy Spirit.

14
1 In Iconium, they entered together into

the synagogue of the Jews, and so spoke
that a great multitude both of Jews and
of Greeks believed. 2 But the disbeliev-
ing* Jews stirred up and embittered the
souls of the Gentiles against the brothers.
3 Therefore they stayed there a long time,
speaking boldly in the Lord, who testified
to the word of his grace, granting signs and
wonders to be done by their hands. 4 But
the multitude of the city was divided. Part
sided with the Jews and part with the apos-
tles. 5When some of both the Gentiles and
the Jews, with their rulers, made a violent
attempt to mistreat and stone them, 6 they
became aware of it and fled to the cities of
Lycaonia, Lystra, Derbe, and the surround-
ing region. 7There they preached the Good
News.

8 At Lystra a certain man sat, impotent
in his feet, a cripple from his mother’s
womb, who never had walked. 9 He was
listening to Paul speaking, who, fastening
eyes on him and seeing that he had faith to
be made whole, 10 said with a loud voice,

“Stand upright on your feet!” He leaped
up and walked. 11When the multitude saw
what Paul had done, they lifted up their
voice, saying in the language of Lycaonia,
“The gods have come down to us in the
likeness of men!” 12 They called Barnabas
“Jupiter”, and Paul “Mercury”, because he
was the chief speaker. 13 The priest of
Jupiter, whose temple was in front of their
city, brought oxenandgarlands to the gates,
andwouldhavemadea sacrifice alongwith
themultitudes.

14 But when the apostles, Barnabas and
Paul, heard of it, they tore their clothes
and sprang into the multitude, crying out,
15 “Men, why are you doing these things?
We also are men of the same nature as
you, and bring you good news, that you
should turn from these vain things to the
living God, whomade the sky, the earth, the
sea, and all that is in them; 16 who in the
generations gone by allowed all the nations
to walk in their own ways. 17 Yet he didn’t
leavehimselfwithoutwitness, in thathedid
good and gave you† rains from the sky and
fruitful seasons, filling our heartswith food
and gladness.”

18 Even saying these things, they hardly
stopped the multitudes from making a sac-
rifice to them. 19 But some Jews from An-
tioch and Iconium came there, and having
persuaded themultitudes, they stoned Paul
and dragged him out of the city, supposing
that he was dead.

20 But as the disciples stood around him,
he rose up, and entered into the city. On
the next day he went out with Barnabas to
Derbe.

21 When they had preached the Good
News to that city and hadmademany disci-
ples, they returned to Lystra, Iconium, and
Antioch, 22 strengthening the souls of the
disciples, exhorting them to continue in the
faith, and that through many afflictions we
must enter into God’s Kingdom. 23 When
theyhadappointedelders for them inevery
assembly, andhadprayedwith fasting, they
commended them to the Lord on whom
they had believed.

24 They passed through Pisidia and came
to Pamphylia. 25 When they had spoken
the word in Perga, they went down to At-
talia. 26 From there they sailed to Antioch,
from where they had been committed to
the grace of God for the work which they
had fulfilled. 27When they had arrived and
had gathered the assembly together, they
reported all the things that God had done
with them, and that he had opened a door

✡ 13:47 Isaiah 49:6 * 14:2 or, disobedient † 14:17 TR reads “us” instead of “you”
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of faith to the nations. 28 They stayed there
with the disciples for a long time.

15
1 Some men came down from Judea and

taught the brothers,* “Unless you are cir-
cumcised after the custom of Moses, you
can’t be saved.” 2 Therefore when Paul
and Barnabas had no small discord and
discussion with them, they appointed Paul,
Barnabas, and some others of them to go
up to Jerusalem to the apostles and elders
about this question. 3 They, being sent on
their way by the assembly, passed through
both Phoenicia and Samaria, declaring the
conversion of the Gentiles. They caused
great joy to all the brothers. 4 When they
had come to Jerusalem, they were received
by the assembly and the apostles and the
elders, and they reported everything that
God had done with them.

5But someof the sect of thePhariseeswho
believed rose up, saying, “It is necessary to
circumcise them, and to command them to
keep the law of Moses.”

6 The apostles and the elders were gath-
ered together to see about this matter.
7 When there had been much discussion,
Peter rose up and said to them, “Brothers,
you know that a good while ago God made
a choice among you that by my mouth the
nations should hear the word of the Good
News and believe. 8 God, who knows the
heart, testified about them, giving them the
Holy Spirit, just like he did to us. 9Hemade
nodistinctionbetweenusand them, cleans-
ing their hearts by faith. 10 Now therefore
why do you tempt God, that you should put
a yoke on the neck of the disciples which
neither our fathers nor we were able to
bear? 11 But we believe that we are saved
through the grace of the Lord Jesus,† just as
they are.”

12All themultitude kept silence, and they
listened to Barnabas and Paul reporting
what signs and wonders God had done
among the nations through them. 13 After
they were silent, James answered, “Broth-
ers, listen to me. 14 Simeon has reported
howGod first visited the nations to take out
of themapeople forhisname. 15Thisagrees
with the words of the prophets. As it is
written,
16 ‘After these things I will return.
I will again build the tabernacle of David,

which has fallen.
I will again build its ruins.

I will set it up 17 that the rest of men may
seek after the Lord:

all the Gentiles who are called bymy name,
says the Lord, who does all these things.’✡

18 “All of God’s works are known to him
from eternity. 19 Therefore my judgment
is that we don’t trouble those from among
the Gentiles who turn to God, 20 but that
wewrite to them that they abstain from the
pollution of idols, from sexual immorality,
from what is strangled, and from blood.
21 For Moses from generations of old has
in every city those who preach him, being
read in the synagogues every Sabbath.”

22 Then it seemed good to the apostles
and the elders, with the whole assembly, to
choosemen out of their company, and send
them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas:
Judas calledBarsabbas, andSilas, chiefmen
among the brothers.‡ 23 They wrote these
things by their hand:

“The apostles, the elders, and the broth-
ers, to the brothers who are of the Gentiles
in Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia: greetings.
24 Because we have heard that some who
went out from us have troubled you with
words, unsettling your souls, saying, ‘You
must be circumcised and keep the law,’
to whom we gave no commandment; 25 it
seemed good to us, having come to one
accord, to choose out men and send them
to youwith our belovedBarnabas and Paul,
26 men who have risked their lives for the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 27We have
sent therefore Judas and Silas, who them-
selves will also tell you the same things by
word of mouth. 28 For it seemed good to
the Holy Spirit, and to us, to lay no greater
burden on you than these necessary things:
29 that you abstain from things sacrificed
to idols, from blood, from things strangled,
and from sexual immorality, from which
if you keep yourselves, it will be well with
you. Farewell.”

30 So, when they were sent off, they came
to Antioch. Having gathered the multitude
together, they delivered the letter. 31When
they had read it, they rejoiced over the
encouragement. 32 Judas and Silas, also
being prophets themselves, encouraged the
brothers with many words and strength-
ened them. 33 After they had spent some
time there, they were dismissed in peace
from the brothers to the apostles. 34§ 35But
Paul andBarnabas stayed inAntioch, teach-
ing and preaching the word of the Lord,
withmany others also.

* 15:1 The word for “brothers” here and where the context allows may also be correctly translated “brothers and
sisters” or “siblings.” † 15:11 TR adds “Christ” ✡ 15:17 Amos 9:11-12 ‡ 15:22 The word for “brothers” here
and where the context allows may also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” § 15:34 Some
manuscripts add: But it seemed good to Silas to stay there.
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36After some days Paul said to Barnabas,
“Let’s return now and visit our brothers in
every city inwhichweproclaimed theword
of the Lord, to see how they are doing.”
37Barnabas planned to take John, who was
called Mark, with them also. 38 But Paul
didn’t think that it was a good idea to take
with them someone who had withdrawn
from them in Pamphylia, and didn’t gowith
them to do thework. 39Then the contention
grew so sharp that they separated from
each other. Barnabas took Mark with him
and sailed away to Cyprus, 40but Paul chose
Silas and went out, being commended by
the brothers to the grace of God. 41Hewent
throughSyria andCilicia, strengthening the
assemblies.

16
1 He came to Derbe and Lystra; and be-

hold, a certain disciple was there, named
Timothy, the son of a Jewess who believed,
but his father was a Greek. 2 The brothers
who were at Lystra and Iconium gave a
good testimony about him. 3Paulwanted to
have him go out with him, and he took and
circumcised him because of the Jews who
were in those parts, for they all knew that
his father was a Greek. 4 As they went on
their way through the cities, they delivered
the decrees to them to keepwhich had been
ordained by the apostles and elders who
were at Jerusalem. 5So the assemblieswere
strengthened in the faith, and increased in
number daily.

6When they had gone through the region
of Phrygia and Galatia, they were forbid-
den by the Holy Spirit to speak the word
in Asia. 7 When they had come opposite
Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but
the Spirit didn’t allow them. 8 Passing by
Mysia, they came down to Troas. 9 A vi-
sion appeared to Paul in the night. There
was a man of Macedonia standing, begging
him and saying, “Come over into Macedo-
nia and help us.” 10 When he had seen
the vision, immediately we sought to go
out to Macedonia, concluding that the Lord
had called us to preach the Good News to
them. 11 Setting sail therefore from Troas,
we made a straight course to Samothrace,
and the day following to Neapolis; 12 and
from there to Philippi, which is a city of
Macedonia, the foremost of the district, a
Roman colony. We were staying some days
in this city.

13On the Sabbath day we went outside of
the city by a riverside, where we supposed
there was a place of prayer, and we sat
down and spoke to the women who had
come together. 14 A certain woman named

Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thy-
atira, one who worshiped God, heard us.
The Lord opened her heart to listen to the
thingswhichwere spoken by Paul. 15When
she and her household were baptized, she
beggedus, saying, “If youhave judgedme to
be faithful to the Lord, come into my house
and stay.” So she persuaded us.

16 As we were going to prayer, a certain
girl having a spirit of divination met us,
who brought her masters much gain by
fortune telling. 17 Following Paul and us,
she cried out, “These men are servants of
the Most High God, who proclaim to us a
way of salvation!” 18 She was doing this for
many days.
But Paul, becoming greatly annoyed,

turned and said to the spirit, “I command
you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out
of her!” It came out that very hour. 19 But
whenhermasters saw that thehopeof their
gain was gone, they seized Paul and Silas
and dragged them into the marketplace
before the rulers. 20Whentheyhadbrought
them to the magistrates, they said, “These
men, being Jews, are agitating our city
21 and advocate customs which it is not
lawful for us to accept or to observe, being
Romans.”

22Themultitude rose up together against
them and the magistrates tore their clothes
from them, then commanded them to be
beaten with rods. 23 When they had laid
many stripes on them, they threw them
into prison, charging the jailer to keep them
safely. 24Having received such a command,
he threw them into the inner prison and
secured their feet in the stocks.

25 But about midnight Paul and Silas
were praying and singing hymns to God,
and the prisoners were listening to them.
26 Suddenly there was a great earthquake,
so that the foundations of the prison were
shaken; and immediately all thedoorswere
opened, and everyone’s bonds were loos-
ened. 27The jailer, being roused out of sleep
and seeing the prison doors open, drew
his sword and was about to kill himself,
supposing that the prisoners had escaped.
28 But Paul cried with a loud voice, saying,
“Don’t harm yourself, for we are all here!”

29Hecalled for lights, sprang in, fell down
trembling before Paul and Silas, 30 brought
them out, and said, “Sirs, what must I do to
be saved?”

31 They said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus
Christ, and you will be saved, you and your
household.” 32 They spoke the word of the
Lord to him, and to all who were in his
house.
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33Hetook themthesamehourof thenight
and washed their stripes, and was imme-
diately baptized, he and all his household.
34Hebrought themup intohishouseandset
food before them, and rejoiced greatlywith
all his household, having believed in God.

35 But when it was day, the magistrates
sent the sergeants, saying, “Let those men
go.”

36The jailer reported thesewords to Paul,
saying, “The magistrates have sent to let
you go; now therefore come out and go in
peace.”

37 But Paul said to them, “They have
beaten us publiclywithout a trial, menwho
are Romans, and have cast us into prison!
Do they now release us secretly? No, most
certainly, but let them come themselves
and bring us out!”

38 The sergeants reported these words to
themagistrates, and theywere afraidwhen
they heard that they were Romans, 39 and
they came and begged them. When they
had brought them out, they asked them to
depart from the city. 40 They went out of
the prison and entered into Lydia’s house.
When they had seen the brothers, they en-
couraged them, then departed.

17
1Nowwhen theyhadpassed throughAm-

phipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thes-
salonica, where there was a Jewish syna-
gogue. 2Paul, as was his custom, went in to
them; and for three Sabbath days reasoned
with them from the Scriptures, 3explaining
and demonstrating that the Christ had to
suffer and rise again from the dead, and
saying, “This Jesus,whom Iproclaim to you,
is the Christ.”

4 Some of them were persuaded and
joined Paul and Silas: of the devout Greeks
a great multitude, and not a few of the
chief women. 5 But the unpersuaded Jews
took along* some wicked men from the
marketplace and gathering a crowd, set the
city in an uproar. Assaulting the house
of Jason, they sought to bring them out to
the people. 6 When they didn’t find them,
they dragged Jason and certain brothers†
before the rulers of the city, crying, “These
who have turned the world upside down
have come here also, 7whom Jason has re-
ceived. These all act contrary to the decrees
of Caesar, saying that there is another king,
Jesus!” 8Themultitude and the rulers of the
city were troubled when they heard these

things. 9 When they had taken security
from Jason and the rest, they let them go.

10 The brothers immediately sent Paul
and Silas away by night to Beroea. When
they arrived, theywent into the Jewish syn-
agogue.

11Now these weremore noble than those
in Thessalonica, in that they received the
wordwith all readiness ofmind, examining
the Scriptures daily to see whether these
things were so. 12 Many of them there-
fore believed; also of the prominent Greek
women, andnot a fewmen. 13Butwhen the
Jews of Thessalonica had knowledge that
the word of God was proclaimed by Paul
at Beroea also, they came there likewise,
agitating the multitudes. 14Then the broth-
ers immediately sent out Paul to go as far
as to the sea, and Silas and Timothy still
stayed there. 15But thosewhoescortedPaul
brought him as far as Athens. Receiving
a commandment to Silas and Timothy that
they should come to him very quickly, they
departed.

16 Now while Paul waited for them at
Athens, his spirit was provoked within him
as he saw the city full of idols. 17 So he rea-
soned in the synagogue with the Jews and
the devout persons, and in themarketplace
every daywith those whomet him. 18Some
of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers
also‡were conversingwith him. Some said,
“What does this babbler want to say?”
Others said, “He seems to be advocating

foreign deities,” because he preached Jesus
and the resurrection.

19They took hold of him and brought him
to the Areopagus, saying, “May we know
what this new teaching is, which you are
speaking about? 20 For you bring certain
strange things to our ears. Wewant to know
therefore what these things mean.” 21Now
all the Athenians and the strangers living
there spent their time in nothing else, but
either to tell or to hear some new thing.

22Paul stood in the middle of the Areopa-
gus and said, “YoumenofAthens, I perceive
that you are very religious in all things.
23 For as I passed along and observed the
objects of your worship, I also found an al-
tarwith this inscription: ‘TOANUNKNOWN
GOD.’ What therefore you worship in ig-
norance, I announce to you. 24 The God
who made the world and all things in it,
he, being Lord of heaven and earth, doesn’t
dwell in temples made with hands. 25 He
isn’t served by men’s hands, as though he
needed anything, seeing he himself gives

* 17:5 TR reads “And the Jews who were unpersuaded, becoming envious and taking along” instead of “But the
unpersuaded Jews tookalong” † 17:6 Theword for “brothers”hereandwhere thecontextallowsmaybealsocorrectly
translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ‡ 17:18 TR omits “also”
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to all life and breath and all things. 26 He
made from one blood every nation of men
to dwell on all the surface of the earth, hav-
ing determined appointed seasons and the
boundaries of their dwellings, 27 that they
should seek the Lord, if perhaps theymight
reach out for him and find him, though he
is not far from each one of us. 28 ‘For in
him we live, move, and have our being.’
As some of your own poets have said, ‘For
we are also his offspring.’ 29 Being then
the offspring of God, we ought not to think
that the Divine Nature is like gold, or silver,
or stone, engraved by art and design of
man. 30 The times of ignorance therefore
God overlooked. But now he commands
that all people everywhere should repent,
31because he has appointed a day in which
he will judge the world in righteousness by
the man whom he has ordained; of which
hehas given assurance to allmen, in that he
has raised him from the dead.”

32Now when they heard of the resurrec-
tion of the dead, some mocked; but others
said, “We want to hear you again concern-
ing this.”

33 Thus Paul went out from among them.
34But certain men joined with him and be-
lieved, including Dionysius the Areopagite,
and a woman named Damaris, and others
with them.

18
1 After these things Paul departed from

Athens and came to Corinth. 2He found a
certain Jew named Aquila, a man of Pontus
by race, who had recently come from Italy
with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius
had commanded all the Jews to depart from
Rome. He came to them, 3 and because
he practiced the same trade, he lived with
them and worked, for by trade they were
tent makers. 4 He reasoned in the syna-
gogue every Sabbath and persuaded Jews
and Greeks.

5 When Silas and Timothy came down
from Macedonia, Paul was compelled by
the Spirit, testifying to the Jews that Jesus
was the Christ. 6 When they opposed him
and blasphemed, he shook out his clothing
and said to them, “Your blood be on your
own heads! I am clean. From now on, I will
go to the Gentiles!”

7 He departed there and went into the
house of a certain man named Justus, one
whoworshipedGod,whose housewas next
door to the synagogue. 8 Crispus, the ruler
of the synagogue, believed in the Lord with
all his house. Many of the Corinthians,

when they heard, believed and were bap-
tized. 9The Lord said to Paul in the night by
a vision, “Don’t be afraid, but speak and
don’t be silent; 10 for I amwith you, and
no onewill attack you to harm you, for I
havemany people in this city.”

11 He lived there a year and six months,
teaching the word of God among them.
12ButwhenGalliowas proconsul of Achaia,
the Jews with one accord rose up against
Paul and brought him before the judgment
seat, 13 saying, “This man persuades men to
worship God contrary to the law.”

14 But when Paul was about to open his
mouth, Gallio said to the Jews, “If indeed
it were a matter of wrong or of wicked
crime, you Jews, itwouldbereasonable that
I should bear with you; 15 but if they are
questions aboutwords andnamesandyour
own law, look to it yourselves. For I don’t
want to be a judge of these matters.” 16 So
he drove them from the judgment seat.

17 Then all the Greeks seized Sosthenes,
the ruler of the synagogue, and beat him
before the judgment seat. Gallio didn’t care
about any of these things.

18 Paul, having stayed after this many
more days, took his leave of the brothers,*
and sailed from there for Syria, together
with Priscilla and Aquila. He shaved his
head in Cenchreae, for he had a vow. 19He
cametoEphesus, andhe left themthere; but
he himself entered into the synagogue and
reasonedwith the Jews. 20When they asked
him to stay with them a longer time, he
declined; 21but taking his leave of them, he
said, “I must by all means keep this coming
feast in Jerusalem, but I will return again
to you if God wills.” Then he set sail from
Ephesus.

22 When he had landed at Caesarea, he
went up and greeted the assembly, and
went down to Antioch. 23 Having spent
some time there, he departed and went
through the region of Galatia and Phry-
gia, in order, establishing all the disciples.
24 Now a certain Jew named Apollos, an
Alexandrian by race, an eloquent man,
came to Ephesus. He was mighty in the
Scriptures. 25Thismanhad been instructed
in the way of the Lord; and being fervent
in spirit, he spoke and taught accurately the
things concerning Jesus, although he knew
only the baptism of John. 26 He began to
speak boldly in the synagogue. But when
Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took
him aside, and explained to him the way of
Godmore accurately.

* 18:18 The word for “brothers” here and where the context allows may also be correctly translated “brothers and
sisters” or “siblings.”
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27When he had determined to pass over
into Achaia, the brothers encouraged him;
and wrote to the disciples to receive him.
When he had come, he greatly helped those
who had believed through grace; 28 for he
powerfully refuted the Jews, publicly show-
ing by the Scriptures that Jesus was the
Christ.

19
1 While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul,

having passed through the upper country,
came to Ephesus and found certain disci-
ples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the
Holy Spirit when you believed?”
They said to him, “No, we haven’t even

heard that there is a Holy Spirit.”
3He said, “Into what then were you bap-

tized?”
They said, “Into John’s baptism.”
4 Paul said, “John indeed baptized with

the baptism of repentance, saying to the
people that they should believe in the one
whowould come after him, that is, in Christ
Jesus.”*

5 When they heard this, they were bap-
tized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6When
Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy
Spirit came on them and they spoke with
other languages and prophesied. 7 They
were about twelvemen in all.

8 He entered into the synagogue and
spoke boldly for a period of three months,
reasoning and persuading about the things
concerning God’s Kingdom.

9But when some were hardened and dis-
obedient, speaking evil of the Way before
the multitude, he departed from them and
separated the disciples, reasoning daily in
the school of Tyrannus. 10 This continued
for two years, so that all those who lived in
Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both
Jews and Greeks.

11 God worked special miracles by the
hands of Paul, 12so that evenhandkerchiefs
or apronswere carried away fromhis body
to the sick, and the diseases departed from
them, and the evil spirits went out. 13 But
some of the itinerant Jews, exorcists, took
on themselves to invoke over those who
had the evil spirits the name of the Lord Je-
sus, saying, “We adjure you by Jesus whom
Paul preaches.” 14 There were seven sons
of one Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, who did
this.

15The evil spirit answered, “Jesus I know,
and Paul I know, but who are you?” 16 The
man in whom the evil spirit was leaped
on them, overpowered them, and prevailed

against them, so that they fled out of that
house naked and wounded. 17This became
known to all, both Jews and Greeks, who
lived at Ephesus. Fear fell on them all, and
the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified.
18 Many also of those who had believed
came, confessing anddeclaring their deeds.
19Manyof thosewhopracticedmagical arts
brought their books together and burned
them in the sight of all. They counted their
price, and found it to be fifty thousand
pieces of silver.† 20 So the word of the Lord
was growing and becomingmighty.

21Now after these things had ended, Paul
determined in the Spirit, when he had
passed through Macedonia and Achaia, to
go to Jerusalem, saying, “After I have been
there, I must also see Rome.”

22 Having sent into Macedonia two of
those who served him, Timothy and Eras-
tus, he himself stayed in Asia for a while.
23 About that time there arose no small
disturbance concerning the Way. 24 For
a certain man named Demetrius, a silver-
smith who made silver shrines of Artemis,
brought no little business to the craftsmen,
25 whom he gathered together with the
workmenof like occupation, and said, “Sirs,
you know that by this business we have
our wealth. 26 You see and hear that not
at Ephesus alone, but almost throughout all
Asia, this Paul has persuaded and turned
away many people, saying that they are no
gods that are made with hands. 27Not only
is theredanger that this our trade come into
disrepute, but also that the temple of the
great goddess Artemis will be counted as
nothing and her majesty destroyed, whom
all Asia and the world worships.”

28When they heard this they were filled
with anger, and cried out, saying, “Great is
Artemis of theEphesians!” 29Thewhole city
was filled with confusion, and they rushed
with one accord into the theater, having
seizedGaius andAristarchus,men ofMace-
donia, Paul’s companions in travel. 30When
Paul wanted to enter in to the people, the
disciples didn’t allow him. 31 Certain also
of the Asiarchs, being his friends, sent to
him and begged him not to venture into the
theater. 32 Some therefore cried one thing,
and some another, for the assembly was in
confusion. Most of them didn’t know why
they had come together. 33 They brought
Alexander out of the multitude, the Jews
putting him forward. Alexander beckoned
with his hand, and would have made a
defense to the people. 34 But when they
perceived that he was a Jew, all with one

* 19:4 NU omits Christ. † 19:19 The 50,000 pieces of silver here probably referred to 50,000 drachmas. If so, the
value of the burned books was equivalent to about 160man-years of wages for agricultural laborers
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voice for a time of about two hours cried
out, “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!”

35 When the town clerk had quieted the
multitude, he said, “You men of Ephesus,
what man is there who doesn’t know that
the city of the Ephesians is temple keeper of
the great goddess Artemis, and of the image
which fell down from Zeus? 36 Seeing then
that these things can’t be denied, you ought
tobequietand todonothingrash. 37Foryou
have brought these men here, who are nei-
ther robbers of temples nor blasphemers
of your goddess. 38 If therefore Demetrius
and the craftsmen who are with him have
a matter against anyone, the courts are
open and there are proconsuls. Let them
press charges against one another. 39 But
if you seek anything about other matters,
it will be settled in the regular assembly.
40 For indeed we are in danger of being ac-
cused concerning today’s riot, there being
no cause. Concerning it, we wouldn’t be
able to give an account of this commotion.”
41When he had thus spoken, he dismissed
the assembly.

20
1 After the uproar had ceased, Paul sent

for the disciples, took leave of them, andde-
parted to go intoMacedonia. 2Whenhehad
gone through those parts and had encour-
aged them with many words, he came into
Greece. 3When he had spent three months
there, and a plot was made against him by
Jews as hewas about to set sail for Syria, he
determined to return through Macedonia.
4 These accompanied him as far as Asia:
Sopater of Beroea, Aristarchus and Secun-
dus of the Thessalonians, Gaius of Derbe,
Timothy, and Tychicus and Trophimus of
Asia. 5But these had gone ahead, and were
waiting for us at Troas. 6 We sailed away
from Philippi after the days of Unleavened
Bread, and came to them at Troas in five
days, where we stayed seven days.

7 On the first day of the week, when the
disciples were gathered together to break
bread, Paul talked with them, intending
to depart on the next day; and continued
his speech until midnight. 8 There were
many lights in the upper room where we*
were gathered together. 9 A certain young
man named Eutychus sat in the window,
weighed down with deep sleep. As Paul
spoke still longer, being weighed down by
his sleep, he fell down from the third floor
and was taken up dead. 10 Paul went down
and fell upon him, and embracing him said,
“Don’t be troubled, for his life is in him.”

11 When he had gone up, had broken
bread and eaten, and had talked with them
a long while, even until break of day, he
departed. 12 They brought the boy in alive,
and were greatly comforted.

13 But we, going ahead to the ship, set
sail for Assos, intending to take Paul aboard
there; for he had so arranged, intending
himself to go by land. 14 When he met us
at Assos, we took him aboard and came to
Mitylene. 15 Sailing from there, we came
the following day opposite Chios. The next
day we touched at Samos and stayed at
Trogyllium, and the day after we came to
Miletus. 16 For Paul had determined to sail
past Ephesus, that he might not have to
spend time in Asia; for he was hastening, if
it were possible for him, to be in Jerusalem
on the day of Pentecost.

17 From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and
called to himself the elders of the assembly.
18 When they had come to him, he said to
them, “You yourselves know, from the first
day that I set foot in Asia, how I was with
you all the time, 19 serving the Lord with all
humility, with many tears, and with trials
which happened to me by the plots of the
Jews; 20 how I didn’t shrink from declaring
to you anything that was profitable, teach-
ing you publicly and from house to house,
21 testifying both to Jews and to Greeks re-
pentance toward God and faith toward our
Lord Jesus.† 22Now, behold, I go bound by
the Spirit to Jerusalem, not knowing what
will happen to me there; 23 except that the
Holy Spirit testifies in every city, saying that
bonds and afflictions wait for me. 24 But
these things don’t count; nor do I hold my
life dear to myself, so that I may finish
my race with joy, and the ministry which I
received from the Lord Jesus, to fully testify
to the Good News of the grace of God.

25 “Now, behold, I know that you all,
among whom I went about preaching
God’s Kingdom, will see my face no more.
26 Therefore I testify to you today that
I am clean from the blood of all men,
27 for I didn’t shrink from declaring to you
the whole counsel of God. 28 Take heed,
therefore, to yourselves and to all the flock,
in which the Holy Spirit has made you
overseers, to shepherd the assembly of the
Lord and‡ God which he purchased with
his own blood. 29 For I know that after
my departure, vicious wolves will enter in
among you, not sparing the flock. 30 Men
will arise from among your own selves,
speaking perverse things, to draw away the
disciples after them. 31 Therefore watch,
remembering that for a period of three

* 20:8 TR reads “they” instead of “we” † 20:21 TR adds “Christ” ‡ 20:28 TR, NU omit “the Lord and”
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years I didn’t cease to admonish everyone
night and daywith tears. 32Now, brothers,§
I entrust you to God and to the word of his
grace, which is able to build up and to give
you the inheritance among all those who
are sanctified. 33 I coveted no one’s silver,
gold, or clothing. 34 You yourselves know
that these hands servedmynecessities, and
those who were with me. 35 In all things I
gave you an example, that so laboring you
ought to help the weak, and to remember
the words of the Lord Jesus, that he himself
said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to
receive.’ ”

36 When he had spoken these things,
he knelt down and prayed with them all.
37 They all wept freely, and fell on Paul’s
neck and kissed him, 38 sorrowing most of
all because of the word which he had spo-
ken, that they should see his face no more.
Then they accompanied him to the ship.

21
1When we had departed from them and

had set sail, we camewith a straight course
to Cos, and the next day to Rhodes, and
from there to Patara. 2Having found a ship
crossing over to Phoenicia, wewent aboard
and set sail. 3Whenwe had come in sight of
Cyprus, leaving it on the left hand,we sailed
to Syria and landed at Tyre, for the ship
was there to unload her cargo. 4 Having
founddisciples,we stayed there sevendays.
These said to Paul through the Spirit that he
shouldnot goup to Jerusalem. 5When those
days were over, we departed and went on
our journey. They all, with wives and chil-
dren, brought us on our way until we were
out of the city. Kneeling down on the beach,
we prayed. 6 After saying goodbye to each
other, we went on board the ship, and they
returned home again.

7When we had finished the voyage from
Tyre, we arrived at Ptolemais. We greeted
the brothers and stayed with them one day.
8On the next day, we who were Paul’s com-
panions departed and came to Caesarea.
We entered into the house of Philip the

evangelist, who was one of the seven, and
stayed with him. 9Now this man had four
virgin daughters who prophesied. 10As we
stayed there some days, a certain prophet
named Agabus came down from Judea.
11 Coming to us and taking Paul’s belt,
he bound his own feet and hands, and
said, “The Holy Spirit says: ‘So the Jews at
Jerusalemwill bind themanwho owns this
belt, and will deliver him into the hands of
the Gentiles.’ ”

12When we heard these things, both we
and the people of that place begged him
not to go up to Jerusalem. 13 Then Paul
answered, “What are you doing, weeping
and breaking my heart? For I am ready
not only to be bound, but also to die at
Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.”

14When he would not be persuaded, we
ceased, saying, “The Lord’s will be done.”

15 After these days we took up our bag-
gage and went up to Jerusalem. 16 Some of
the disciples from Caesarea also went with
us, bringingoneMnasonofCyprus, anearly
disciple, with whomwewould stay.

17 When we had come to Jerusalem, the
brothers received us gladly. 18 The day
following, Paul went in with us to James;
and all the elders were present. 19When he
had greeted them, he reported one by one
the things which God had worked among
the Gentiles through his ministry. 20 They,
when they heard it, glorified God. They
said to him, “You see, brother, how many
thousands there are among the Jews of
those who have believed, and they are all
zealous for the law. 21 They have been
informed about you, that you teach all the
Jews who are among the Gentiles to for-
sake Moses, telling them not to circumcise
their children and not to walk after the
customs. 22What then? The assembly must
certainly meet, for they will hear that you
have come. 23 Therefore do what we tell
you. We have four men who have taken a
vow. 24Take them and purify yourself with
them, and pay their expenses for them, that
they may shave their heads. Then all will
know that there is no truth in the things
that they have been informed about you,
but that you yourself also walk keeping the
law. 25 But concerning the Gentiles who
believe, we have written our decision that
they should observe no such thing, except
that they should keep themselves from food
offered to idols, from blood, from strangled
things, and from sexual immorality.”

26 Then Paul took the men, and the next
day purified himself and went with them
into the temple, declaring the fulfillment of
the days of purification, until the offering
was offered for every one of them. 27When
the seven days were almost completed, the
Jews from Asia, when they saw him in the
temple, stirred up all the multitude and
laid hands on him, 28 crying out, “Men of
Israel, help! This is the man who teaches
allmen everywhere against the people, and
the law, and this place. Moreover, he also
brought Greeks into the temple and has

§ 20:32 The word for “brothers” here and where the context allows may also be correctly translated “brothers and
sisters” or “siblings.”
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defiled this holy place!” 29 For they had
seen Trophimus the Ephesian, with him in
the city, and they supposed that Paul had
brought him into the temple.

30 All the city was moved and the people
ran together. They seized Paul and dragged
him out of the temple. Immediately the
doors were shut. 31 As they were trying to
kill him, news came up to the commanding
officer of the regiment that all Jerusalem
was in an uproar. 32 Immediately he took
soldiers and centurions and ran down to
them. They, when they saw the chief cap-
tain and the soldiers, stopped beating Paul.
33Then the commanding officer came near,
arrested him, commanded him to be bound
with two chains, and inquired who he was
and what he had done. 34 Some shouted
one thing and some another, among the
crowd. When he couldn’t find out the truth
because of the noise, he commanded him to
be brought into the barracks.

35 When he came to the stairs, he was
carried by the soldiers because of the vi-
olence of the crowd; 36 for the multitude
of the people followed after, crying out,
“Away with him!” 37 As Paul was about to
be brought into the barracks, he asked the
commanding officer, “May I speak to you?”
He said, “Do you know Greek? 38 Aren’t

you then the Egyptian who before these
days stirred up to sedition and led out into
the wilderness the four thousand men of
the Assassins?”

39 But Paul said, “I am a Jew from Tarsus
in Cilicia, a citizen of no insignificant city. I
beg you, allowme to speak to the people.”

40 When he had given him permission,
Paul, standing on the stairs, beckoned with
his hand to the people. When there was
a great silence, he spoke to them in the
Hebrew language, saying,

22
1 “Brothers and fathers, listen to the de-

fense which I nowmake to you.”
2When they heard that he spoke to them

in the Hebrew language, they were even
more quiet.
He said, 3 “I am indeed a Jew, born in Tar-

sus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city at
the feet ofGamaliel, instructed according to
the strict tradition of the law of our fathers,
being zealous for God, even as you all are
today. 4 I persecuted this Way to the death,
binding and delivering into prisons both
men and women, 5 as also the high priest
and all the council of the elders testify, from
whomalso I received letters to thebrothers,
and traveled to Damascus to bring them
also who were there to Jerusalem in bonds
to be punished.

6 “As I made my journey and came close
to Damascus, about noon suddenly a great
light shone around me from the sky. 7 I fell
to the ground and heard a voice saying to
me, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting
me?’ 8 I answered, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ He
said tome, ‘I am JesusofNazareth,whom
you persecute.’

9 “Those who were with me indeed saw
the light and were afraid, but they didn’t
understand the voice of him who spoke to
me. 10 I said, ‘What shall I do, Lord?’ The
Lord said to me, ‘Arise, and go into Dam-
ascus. There you will be told about all
things which are appointed for you to
do.’ 11When I couldn’t see for the glory of
that light, being led by the hand of those
whowere withme, I came into Damascus.

12 “One Ananias, a devout man according
to the law, well reported of by all the Jews
who lived in Damascus, 13 came to me, and
standing by me said to me, ‘Brother Saul,
receive your sight!’ In that very hour I
looked up at him. 14 He said, ‘The God of
our fathers has appointed you to know his
will, and to see the Righteous One, and to
hear a voice fromhismouth. 15For youwill
be a witness for him to all men of what you
have seen and heard. 16 Now why do you
wait? Arise, be baptized, and wash away
your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.’

17 “When I had returned to Jerusalemand
while I prayed in the temple, I fell into a
trance 18and saw him saying tome, ‘Hurry
and get out of Jerusalem quickly, be-
cause they will not receive testimony
concerningme from you.’ 19 I said, ‘Lord,
they themselves know that I imprisoned
and beat in every synagogue those who be-
lieved in you. 20When theblood of Stephen,
your witness, was shed, I also was standing
by, consenting to his death, and guarding
the cloaks of those who killed him.’

21“He said tome, ‘Depart, for Iwill send
you out far from here to the Gentiles.’ ”

22 They listened to him until he said that;
then they lifted up their voice and said, “Rid
the earth of this fellow, for he isn’t fit to
live!”

23As they criedout, threwoff their cloaks,
and threw dust into the air, 24 the com-
manding officer commanded him to be
brought into the barracks, ordering him to
be examined by scourging, that he might
know for what crime they shouted against
him like that. 25When they had tied him up
with thongs, Paul asked the centurion who
stood by, “Is it lawful for you to scourge a
manwho is aRoman, andnot foundguilty?”

26When the centurion heard it, he went
to the commanding officer and told him,
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“Watch what you are about to do, for this
man is a Roman!”

27 The commanding officer came and
asked him, “Tell me, are you a Roman?”
He said, “Yes.”
28 The commanding officer answered, “I

bought my citizenship for a great price.”
Paul said, “But I was born a Roman.”
29 Immediately those who were about to

examine him departed from him, and the
commanding officer also was afraid when
he realized that he was a Roman, because
he had bound him. 30 But on the next
day, desiring to know the truth about why
he was accused by the Jews, he freed him
from the bonds and commanded the chief
priests and all the council to come together,
and brought Paul down and set him before
them.

23
1 Paul, looking steadfastly at the council,

said, “Brothers, I have lived before God in
all good conscience until today.”

2 The high priest, Ananias, commanded
thosewho stood by him to strike him on the
mouth.

3 Then Paul said to him, “God will strike
you, you whitewashed wall! Do you sit to
judge me according to the law, and com-
mandme to be struck contrary to the law?”

4Thosewhostoodby said, “Doyoumalign
God’s high priest?”

5 Paul said, “I didn’t know, brothers, that
he was high priest. For it is written, ‘You
shall not speak evil of a ruler of your peo-
ple.’ ”✡

6 But when Paul perceived that the one
part were Sadducees and the other Phar-
isees, he cried out in the council, “Men and
brothers, I am a Pharisee, a son of Phar-
isees. Concerning the hope and resurrec-
tion of the dead I am being judged!”

7 When he had said this, an argu-
ment arose between the Pharisees and
Sadducees, and the crowd was divided.
8 For the Sadducees say that there is no
resurrection, nor angel, nor spirit; but the
Pharisees confess all of these. 9 A great
clamor arose, and some of the scribes of the
Pharisees’ part stood up, and contended,
saying, “We find no evil in this man. But if
a spirit or angel has spoken to him, let’s not
fight against God!”

10Whena great argument arose, the com-
manding officer, fearing that Paul would
be torn in pieces by them, commanded the
soldiers to go down and take him by force
from among them and bring him into the
barracks.

11 The following night, the Lord stood by
him and said, “Cheer up, Paul, for as you
have testified aboutmeat Jerusalem, so
youmust testify also at Rome.”

12 When it was day, some of the Jews
banded together andbound themselves un-
der a curse, saying that they would neither
eat nor drink until they had killed Paul.
13 There were more than forty people who
had made this conspiracy. 14 They came to
the chief priests and the elders, and said,
“We have bound ourselves under a great
curse to taste nothing until we have killed
Paul. 15Now therefore, you with the coun-
cil inform the commanding officer that he
should bring him down to you tomorrow,
as though you were going to judge his case
more exactly. We are ready to kill him
before he comes near.”

16 But Paul’s sister’s son heard they were
lying in wait, and he came and entered
into the barracks and told Paul. 17 Paul
summoned one of the centurions and said,
“Bring this young man to the commanding
officer, for he has something to tell him.”

18 So he took him and brought him to
the commanding officer and said, “Paul,
the prisoner, summoned me and asked me
to bring this young man to you. He has
something to tell you.”

19 The commanding officer took him by
the hand, and going aside, asked him pri-
vately, “What is it that you have to tell me?”

20 He said, “The Jews have agreed to
ask you to bring Paul down to the coun-
cil tomorrow, as though intending to in-
quire somewhat more accurately concern-
ing him. 21 Therefore don’t yield to them,
formore than fortymen lie in wait for him,
who have bound themselves under a curse
to neither eat nor drink until they have
killed him. Now they are ready, looking for
the promise from you.”

22 So the commanding officer let the
young man go, charging him, “Tell no one
that you have revealed these things to me.”

23 He called to himself two of the centu-
rions, and said, “Prepare two hundred sol-
diers to go as far as Caesarea, with seventy
horsemen and two hundred men armed
with spears, at the third hour of the night.”*
24 He asked them to provide mounts, that
they might set Paul on one, and bring him
safely to Felix the governor. 25 He wrote a
letter like this:

26 “Claudius Lysias to the most excellent
governor Felix: Greetings.

27 “This man was seized by the Jews, and
was about to be killed by themwhen I came
with the soldiers and rescued him, having

✡ 23:5 Exodus 22:28 * 23:23 about 9:00 p.m.
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learned that he was a Roman. 28 Desiring
to know the cause why they accused him,
I brought him down to their council. 29 I
found him to be accused about questions
of their law, but not to be charged with
anything worthy of death or of imprison-
ment. 30 When I was told that the Jews
lay in wait for the man, I sent him to you
immediately, charging his accusers also to
bring their accusations against him before
you. Farewell.”

31 So the soldiers, carrying out their or-
ders, took Paul and brought him by night
to Antipatris. 32 But on the next day they
left the horsemen to go with him, and re-
turned to the barracks. 33When they came
to Caesarea and delivered the letter to the
governor, they also presented Paul to him.
34When the governor had read it, he asked
what province he was from. When he un-
derstood that he was from Cilicia, he said,
35 “I will hear you fully when your accusers
also arrive.” Hecommanded thathebekept
in Herod’s palace.

24
1 After five days, the high priest, Ana-

nias, came down with certain elders and
an orator, one Tertullus. They informed
the governor against Paul. 2When he was
called, Tertullus began to accuse him, say-
ing, “Seeing that by you we enjoy much
peace, and that prosperity is coming to this
nation by your foresight, 3 we accept it in
all ways and in all places, most excellent
Felix, with all thankfulness. 4 But that I
don’t delayyou, I entreatyou tobearwithus
and hear a few words. 5For we have found
this man to be a plague, an instigator of in-
surrections among all the Jews throughout
the world, and a ringleader of the sect of
the Nazarenes. 6 He even tried to profane
the temple, and we arrested him.* 7 † 8 ‡ By
examining him yourself you may ascertain
all these things of which we accuse him.”

9 The Jews also joined in the attack, af-
firming that these things were so.

10 When the governor had beckoned to
him to speak, Paul answered, “Because I
know that you have been a judge of this
nation for many years, I cheerfully make
my defense, 11 seeing that you can verify
that it is not more than twelve days since I
went up to worship at Jerusalem. 12 In the
temple they didn’t find me disputing with
anyone or stirring up a crowd, either in the
synagogues or in the city. 13 Nor can they
prove to you the things of which they now

accuse me. 14But this I confess to you, that
according to theWay, which they call a sect,
so I serve the God of our fathers, believ-
ing all things which are according to the
law, andwhich are written in the prophets;
15 having hope toward God, which these
also themselves look for, that there will be
a resurrection of the dead, both of the just
and unjust. 16 In this I also practice always
having a conscience void of offense toward
God and men. 17 Now after some years,
I came to bring gifts for the needy to my
nation, andofferings; 18amidwhich certain
Jews from Asia found me purified in the
temple, not with a mob, nor with turmoil.
19They ought to have been here before you
and tomakeaccusation if theyhadanything
against me. 20 Or else let these men them-
selves say what injustice they found in me
when I stood before the council, 21 unless
it is for this one thing that I cried standing
among them, ‘Concerning the resurrection
of the dead I am being judged before you
today!’ ”

22 But Felix, having more exact knowl-
edge concerning the Way, deferred them,
saying, “When Lysias, the commanding
officer, comes down, I will decide your
case.” 23He ordered the centurion that Paul
should be kept in custody and should have
someprivileges, and not to forbid any of his
friends to serve him or to visit him.

24 After some days, Felix came with
Drusilla his wife, who was a Jewess, and
sent for Paul and heard him concerning
the faith in Christ Jesus. 25 As he reasoned
about righteousness, self-control, and the
judgment to come, Felix was terrified, and
answered, “Go your way for this time, and
when it is convenient forme, Iwill summon
you.” 26 Meanwhile, he also hoped that
money would be given to him by Paul, that
he might release him. Therefore also he
sent for him more often and talked with
him.

27Butwhen twoyearswere fulfilled, Felix
was succeeded by Porcius Festus, and de-
siring to gain favor with the Jews, Felix left
Paul in bonds.

25
1 Festus therefore, having come into the

province, after three days went up to
Jerusalem from Caesarea. 2 Then the high
priest and the principal men of the Jews in-
formed him against Paul, and they begged
him, 3 asking a favor against him, that he
would summon him to Jerusalem, plotting

* 24:6 TR adds “Wewanted to judge him according to our law,” † 24:7 TR adds “but the commanding officer, Lysias,
came by and with great violence took him out of our hands,” ‡ 24:8 TR adds “commanding his accusers to come to
you.”
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to kill him on theway. 4However Festus an-
swered that Paul should be kept in custody
at Caesarea, and that he himself was about
to depart shortly. 5 “Let them therefore”, he
said, “that are inpoweramongyougodown
with me, and if there is anything wrong in
theman, let them accuse him.”

6When he had stayed among them more
than ten days, he went down to Caesarea,
and on the next day he sat on the judg-
ment seat, and commanded Paul to be
brought. 7 When he had come, the Jews
who had come down from Jerusalem stood
around him, bringing against him many
and grievous charges which they could
not prove, 8 while he said in his defense,
“Neither against the law of the Jews, nor
against the temple, nor against Caesar, have
I sinned at all.”

9 But Festus, desiring to gain favor with
the Jews, answered Paul and said, “Are you
willing to go up to Jerusalem and be judged
byme there concerning these things?”

10 But Paul said, “I am standing before
Caesar’s judgment seat, where I ought to be
tried. I have done no wrong to the Jews, as
you also know very well. 11 For if I have
done wrong and have committed anything
worthy of death, I don’t refuse to die; but if
none of those things is true that they accuse
me of, no one can give me up to them. I
appeal to Caesar!”

12 Then Festus, when he had conferred
with the council, answered, “You have ap-
pealed to Caesar. To Caesar you shall go.”

13Nowwhen some days had passed, King
Agrippa and Bernice arrived at Caesarea
and greeted Festus. 14 As he stayed there
many days, Festus laid Paul’s case before
the king, saying, “There is a certainman left
a prisoner by Felix; 15 about whom, when
I was at Jerusalem, the chief priests and
the elders of the Jews informed me, asking
for a sentence against him. 16 I answered
them that it is not the customof the Romans
to give up any man to destruction before
the accused has met the accusers face to
face and has had opportunity to make his
defense concerning the matter laid against
him. 17 When therefore they had come
together here, I didn’t delay, but on the
next day sat on the judgment seat and com-
manded theman tobebrought. 18When the
accusers stood up, they brought no charges
against him of such things as I supposed;
19 but had certain questions against him
about their own religion and about one Je-
sus, who was dead, whom Paul affirmed to
be alive. 20Being perplexed how to inquire
concerning these things, I asked whether
he was willing to go to Jerusalem and there
be judged concerning these matters. 21 But

when Paul had appealed to be kept for the
decision of the emperor, I commanded him
to be kept until I could send him to Caesar.”

22 Agrippa said to Festus, “I also would
like to hear themanmyself.”

“Tomorrow,” he said, “you shall hear
him.”

23 So on the next day, when Agrippa and
Bernice had come with great pomp, and
they had entered into the place of hear-
ing with the commanding officers and the
principal men of the city, at the command
of Festus, Paul was brought in. 24 Festus
said, “King Agrippa, and all men who are
here present with us, you see this man
about whom all the multitude of the Jews
petitioned me, both at Jerusalem and here,
crying that he ought not to live any longer.
25But when I found that he had committed
nothing worthy of death, and as he himself
appealed to the emperor, I determined to
send him, 26 of whom I have no certain
thing to write to my lord. Therefore I have
brought him out before you, and especially
before you, King Agrippa, that, after exami-
nation Imayhave something towrite. 27For
it seems to me unreasonable, in sending
a prisoner, not to also specify the charges
against him.”

26
1Agrippa said to Paul, “Youmay speak for

yourself.”
Then Paul stretched out his hand, and

made his defense. 2 “I think myself happy,
King Agrippa, that I am tomakemy defense
before you today concerning all the things
that I am accused by the Jews, 3 especially
because you are expert in all customs
and questions which are among the Jews.
Therefore I beg you to hear me patiently.

4 “Indeed, all the Jews know my way of
life from my youth up, which was from
the beginning among my own nation and
at Jerusalem; 5 having known me from the
first, if they are willing to testify, that after
the strictest sect of our religion I lived a
Pharisee. 6 Now I stand here to be judged
for the hope of the promise made by God
to our fathers, 7 which our twelve tribes,
earnestly serving night and day, hope to
attain. Concerning this hope I am accused
by the Jews, KingAgrippa! 8Why is it judged
incredible with you if God does raise the
dead?

9 “I myself most certainly thought that I
ought to do many things contrary to the
name of Jesus of Nazareth. 10 I also did this
in Jerusalem. I both shut up many of the
saints in prisons, having received author-
ity from the chief priests; and when they
were put to death I gave my vote against
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them. 11Punishing themoften inall the syn-
agogues, I tried to make them blaspheme.
Being exceedingly enraged against them, I
persecuted them even to foreign cities.

12 “Whereupon as I traveled to Damascus
with the authority and commission from
the chief priests, 13at noon, O king, I saw on
the way a light from the sky, brighter than
the sun, shining around me and those who
traveledwithme. 14Whenwe had all fallen
to the earth, I heard a voice saying to me in
theHebrew language, ‘Saul, Saul, why are
youpersecutingme? It ishard foryou to
kick against the goads.’

15 “I said, ‘Who are you, Lord?’
“He said, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are

persecuting. 16But arise, and stand on
your feet, for I have appeared to you for
this purpose: to appoint you a servant
and a witness both of the things which
you have seen and of the things which
I will reveal to you; 17 delivering you
from the people and from the Gentiles,
to whom I send you, 18 to open their
eyes, that they may turn from darkness
to light and from the power of Satan to
God, that they may receive remission
of sins and an inheritance among those
who are sanctified by faith inme.’

19 “Therefore, King Agrippa, I was not
disobedient to the heavenly vision, 20 but
declared first to them of Damascus, at
Jerusalem, and throughout all the country
of Judea, and also to the Gentiles, that they
should repent and turn toGod, doingworks
worthy of repentance. 21For this reason the
Jews seized me in the temple and tried to
kill me. 22 Having therefore obtained the
help that is from God, I stand to this day
testifying both to small and great, saying
nothing but what the prophets and Moses
said would happen, 23 how the Christ must
suffer, and how, by the resurrection of the
dead, he would be first to proclaim light
both to these people and to the Gentiles.”

24Ashe thusmadehisdefense, Festus said
witha loudvoice, “Paul, youare crazy! Your
great learning is driving you insane!”

25 But he said, “I am not crazy, most ex-
cellent Festus, but boldly declare words of
truth and reasonableness. 26 For the king
knows of these things, towhomalso I speak
freely. For I am persuaded that none of
these things is hidden fromhim, for this has
not been done in a corner. 27King Agrippa,
do you believe the prophets? I know that
you believe.”

28Agrippa said to Paul, “With a little per-
suasion are you trying to make me a Chris-
tian?”

29 Paul said, “I pray to God, that whether
with little or with much, not only you, but
also all that hear me today, might become
such as I am, except for these bonds.”

30 The king rose up with the governor
and Bernice, and those who sat with them.
31When they hadwithdrawn, they spoke to
one another, saying, “This man does noth-
ingworthy of death or of bonds.” 32Agrippa
said to Festus, “This man might have been
set free if he had not appealed to Caesar.”

27
1When it was determined that we should

sail for Italy, they delivered Paul and cer-
tain other prisoners to a centurion named
Julius, of the Augustan band. 2 Embarking
in a ship of Adramyttium, which was about
to sail to places on the coast of Asia, we put
to sea, Aristarchus, a Macedonian of Thes-
salonica being with us. 3 The next day, we
touched at Sidon. Julius treated Paul kindly
andgavehimpermission togo tohis friends
and refresh himself. 4 Putting to sea from
there, we sailed under the lee of Cyprus, be-
cause the winds were contrary. 5When we
had sailed across the sea which is off Cilicia
and Pamphylia, we came to Myra, a city of
Lycia. 6 There the centurion found a ship
of Alexandria sailing for Italy, and he put
us on board. 7When we had sailed slowly
many days, and had come with difficulty
opposite Cnidus, the wind not allowing us
further, we sailed under the lee of Crete,
opposite Salmone. 8With difficulty sailing
along it we came to a certain place called
Fair Havens, near the city of Lasea.

9 When much time had passed and the
voyage was now dangerous because the
Fast had now already gone by, Paul ad-
monished them 10 and said to them, “Sirs, I
perceive that the voyagewill bewith injury
andmuch loss, not only of the cargo and the
ship, but also of our lives.” 11 But the cen-
turion gavemore heed to themaster and to
the owner of the ship than to those things
which were spoken by Paul. 12Because the
haven was not suitable to winter in, the
majority advised going to sea from there,
if by any means they could reach Phoenix
and winter there, which is a port of Crete,
looking southwest and northwest.

13When the south wind blew softly, sup-
posing that they had obtained their pur-
pose, theyweighed anchor and sailed along
Crete, close to shore. 14 But before long, a
stormy wind beat down from shore, which
is called Euroclydon.* 15 When the ship
was caught and couldn’t face the wind,
we gave way to it and were driven along.

* 27:14 Or, “a northeaster”.
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16 Running under the lee of a small island
called Clauda, wewere able, with difficulty,
to secure the boat. 17After they had hoisted
it up, they used cables to help reinforce the
ship. Fearing that they would run aground
on the Syrtis sand bars, they lowered the
sea anchor, and so were driven along. 18As
we labored exceedingly with the storm, the
next day they began to throw things over-
board. 19 On the third day, they threw
out the ship’s tackle with their own hands.
20When neither sun nor stars shone on us
for many days, and no small storm pressed
on us, all hope that we would be saved was
now taken away.

21When theyhadbeen longwithout food,
Paul stood up in the middle of them and
said, “Sirs, you should have listened to me,
and not have set sail from Crete and have
gotten this injury and loss. 22Now I exhort
you to cheer up, for there will be no loss
of life among you, but only of the ship.
23For there stood byme this night an angel,
belonging to theGodwhose I amandwhom
I serve, 24 saying, ‘Don’t be afraid, Paul. You
must stand before Caesar. Behold, God has
granted you all those who sail with you.’
25 Therefore, sirs, cheer up! For I believe
God, that itwill be just as it has been spoken
to me. 26 But we must run aground on a
certain island.”

27 But when the fourteenth night had
come, as we were driven back and forth in
the Adriatic Sea, about midnight the sailors
surmised that they were drawing near to
some land. 28 They took soundings and
found twenty fathoms.† After a little while,
they took soundings again, and found fif-
teen fathoms.‡ 29 Fearing that we would
run aground on rocky ground, they let go
four anchors from the stern, andwished for
daylight. 30As the sailorswere trying to flee
out of the ship and had lowered the boat
into the sea, pretending that theywould lay
out anchors from thebow, 31Paul said to the
centurion and to the soldiers, “Unless these
stay in the ship, you can’t be saved.” 32Then
the soldiers cut away the ropes of the boat
and let it fall off.

33 While the day was coming on, Paul
begged them all to take some food, saying,
“Today is the fourteenth day that you wait
and continue fasting, having takennothing.
34 Therefore I beg you to take some food,
for this is for your safety; for not a hair will
perish from any of your heads.” 35When he
had said this and had taken bread, he gave
thanks to God in the presence of all; then he
broke it and began to eat. 36 Then they all
cheeredup, and theyalso took food. 37 Inall,

we were two hundred seventy-six souls on
the ship. 38When they had eaten enough,
they lightened the ship, throwing out the
wheat into the sea. 39When it was day, they
didn’t recognize the land, but theynoticed a
certain bay with a beach, and they decided
to try to drive the ship onto it. 40 Casting
off the anchors, they left them in the sea,
at the same time untying the rudder ropes.
Hoisting up the foresail to the wind, they
made for the beach. 41But coming to a place
where two seas met, they ran the vessel
aground. The bow struck and remained
immovable, but the stern began to breakup
by the violence of the waves.

42 The soldiers’ counsel was to kill the
prisoners, so that noneof themwould swim
out and escape. 43But the centurion, desir-
ing to save Paul, stopped them from their
purpose, and commanded that those who
could swim should throw themselves over-
board first to go toward the land; 44 and
the rest should follow, some on planks and
some on other things from the ship. So they
all escaped safely to the land.

28
1 When we had escaped, then they*

learned that the island was called Malta.
2 The natives showed us uncommon kind-
ness; for they kindled a fire and received us
all, because of the present rain and because
of the cold. 3But when Paul had gathered a
bundle of sticks and laid them on the fire,
a viper came out because of the heat and
fastened on his hand. 4 When the natives
saw the creature hanging from his hand,
they said to one another, “No doubt this
man is a murderer, whom, though he has
escaped from the sea, yet Justice has not
allowed to live.” 5However he shook off the
creature into the fire, and wasn’t harmed.
6 But they expected that he would have
swollen or fallen down dead suddenly, but
when theywatched for a long time and saw
nothing bad happen to him, they changed
their minds and said that he was a god.

7 Now in the neighborhood of that place
were landsbelonging to thechiefmanof the
island, namedPublius,whoreceivedusand
courteously entertained us for three days.
8 The father of Publius lay sick of fever and
dysentery. Paul entered in to him, prayed,
and laying his hands on him, healed him.
9 Then when this was done, the rest also
who had diseases in the island came and
were cured. 10 They also honored us with
many honors; andwhenwe sailed, they put
on board the things that we needed.

† 27:28 20 fathoms = 120 feet = 36.6 meters ‡ 27:28 15 fathoms = 90 feet = 27.4 meters * 28:1 NU reads “we”
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11After threemonths, we set sail in a ship
of Alexandria which had wintered in the
island, whose figurehead was “The Twin
Brothers.” 12 Touching at Syracuse, we
stayed there three days. 13 From there we
circled around and arrived at Rhegium. Af-
ter one day, a southwind sprang up, and on
the second daywe came to Puteoli, 14where
we found brothers,† and were entreated
to stay with them for seven days. So we
came to Rome. 15 From there the brothers,
when they heard of us, came to meet us
as far as The Market of Appius and The
Three Taverns. When Paul saw them, he
thanked God and took courage. 16Whenwe
entered into Rome, the centurion delivered
the prisoners to the captain of the guard,
butPaulwasallowed to staybyhimselfwith
the soldier who guarded him.

17 After three days Paul called together
those who were the leaders of the Jews.
When they had come together, he said to
them, “I, brothers, though I had done noth-
ing against the people or the customs of our
fathers, still was delivered prisoner from
Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans,
18 who, when they had examined me, de-
sired to set me free, because there was no
cause of death in me. 19But when the Jews
spoke against it, Iwas constrained to appeal
to Caesar, not that I had anything about
which to accusemynation. 20For this cause
therefore I asked to see you and to speak
with you. For because of the hope of Israel I
am boundwith this chain.”

21They said to him, “We neither received
letters from Judea concerning you, nor did
any of the brothers come here and report
or speak any evil of you. 22 But we desire
to hear from you what you think. For, as
concerning this sect, it is known to us that
everywhere it is spoken against.”

23 When they had appointed him a day,
many people came to him at his lodging. He
explained to them, testifying about God’s
Kingdom, andpersuading themconcerning
Jesus, both from the law of Moses and from
the prophets, from morning until evening.
24 Some believed the things which were
spoken, and some disbelieved. 25 When
they didn’t agree among themselves, they
departed after Paul had spoken one mes-
sage: “TheHoly Spirit spoke rightly through
Isaiah the prophet to our fathers, 26 saying,
‘Go to this people and say,
in hearing, you will hear,

but will in no way understand.
In seeing, you will see,

but will in no way perceive.

27For this people’s heart has grown callous.
Their ears are dull of hearing.
Their eyes they have closed.

Lest they should see with their eyes,
hear with their ears,
understand with their heart,
and would turn again,
then I would heal them.’✡

28 “Be it known therefore to you that the
salvation of God is sent to the nations, and
they will listen.”

29Whenhehadsaid thesewords, the Jews
departed, having a great dispute among
themselves.‡

30Paul stayed twowhole years in his own
rented house and received all who were
coming to him, 31 preaching God’s King-
domand teaching the things concerning the
Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness, without
hindrance.

† 28:14 Theword for “brothers” here andwhere context allowsmay also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters”
or “siblings.” ✡ 28:27 Isaiah 6:9-10 ‡ 28:29 NU omits verse 29.
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Paul’s Letter to the
Romans

1 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ,* called
to be an apostle, set apart for the Good
News of God, 2 which he promised before
throughhis prophets in the holy Scriptures,
3 concerning his Son, who was born of the
offspring† of David according to the flesh,
4 who was declared to be the Son of God
with power according to the Spirit of ho-
liness, by the resurrection from the dead,
Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through whom we
received grace and apostleship for obedi-
ence of faith among all the nations for his
name’s sake; 6 among whom you are also
called to belong to Jesus Christ; 7 to all who
are in Rome, beloved of God, called to be
saints: Grace to you and peace from God
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

8 First, I thank my God through Jesus
Christ for all of you, that your faith is pro-
claimed throughout the whole world. 9 For
God ismywitness,whomIserve inmyspirit
in the Good News of his Son, how unceas-
ingly I make mention of you always in my
prayers, 10 requesting, if by anymeans now
at last Imay be prospered by thewill of God
to come to you. 11For I long to see you, that I
may impart to you some spiritual gift, to the
end that you may be established; 12 that is,
that I with you may be encouraged in you,
each of us by the other’s faith, both yours
andmine.

13 Now I don’t desire to have you un-
aware, brothers, that I often planned to
come to you (andwas hindered so far), that
I might have some fruit among you also,
even as among the rest of the Gentiles. 14 I
amdebtor both to Greeks and to foreigners,
both to the wise and to the foolish. 15 So as
much as is in me, I am eager to preach the
Good News to you also who are in Rome.

16For I amnot ashamedof theGoodNews
of Christ, because it is the power of God for
salvation for everyonewhobelieves, for the
Jew first, and also for the Greek. 17 For in it
is revealed God’s righteousness from faith
to faith. As it is written, “But the righteous
shall live by faith.”✡

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from
heaven against all ungodliness and unrigh-
teousness of men who suppress the truth
in unrighteousness, 19 because that which
is known of God is revealed in them, for
God revealed it to them. 20 For the in-
visible things of him since the creation of
the world are clearly seen, being perceived

through the things that are made, even his
everlasting power and divinity, that they
maybewithout excuse. 21Becauseknowing
God, they didn’t glorify him as God, and
didn’t give thanks, but became vain in their
reasoning, and their senseless heart was
darkened.

22 Professing themselves to be wise, they
became fools, 23 and traded the glory of
the incorruptible God for the likeness of
an image of corruptible man, and of birds,
four-footed animals, and creeping things.
24 Therefore God also gave them up in the
lusts of their hearts to uncleanness, that
their bodies should be dishonored among
themselves; 25who exchanged the truth of
God for a lie, and worshiped and served
the creature rather than the Creator, who is
blessed forever. Amen.

26 For this reason, God gave them up to
vile passions. For theirwomen changed the
natural function into that which is against
nature. 27 Likewise also the men, leaving
the natural function of the woman, burned
in their lust toward one another, men do-
ing what is inappropriate with men, and
receiving in themselves the due penalty
of their error. 28 Even as they refused to
have God in their knowledge, God gave
them up to a reprobate mind, to do those
things which are not fitting; 29 being filled
with all unrighteousness, sexual immoral-
ity, wickedness, covetousness, malice; full
of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil habits,
secret slanderers, 30 backbiters, hateful to
God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inven-
tors of evil things, disobedient to parents,
31without understanding, covenant break-
ers, without natural affection, unforgiving,
unmerciful; 32who, knowing the ordinance
of God, that those who practice such things
are worthy of death, not only do the same,
but also approve of those who practice
them.

2
1 Therefore you are without excuse, O

man, whoever you are who judge. For
in that which you judge another, you con-
demn yourself. For you who judge practice
the same things. 2We know that the judg-
ment of God is according to truth against
those who practice such things. 3 Do you
think this, O man who judges those who
practice such things, and do the same, that
you will escape the judgment of God? 4Or
do you despise the riches of his goodness,
forbearance, and patience, not knowing
that the goodness of God leads you to re-
pentance? 5But according to your hardness

* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 1:3 or, seed ✡ 1:17 Habakkuk 2:4
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and unrepentant heart you are treasuring
up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath,
revelation, and of the righteous judgment
of God, 6who “will pay back to everyone ac-
cording to their works:”✡ 7 to those who by
perseverance in well-doing seek for glory,
honor, and incorruptibility, eternal life;
8but to thosewhoare self-seeking anddon’t
obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness,
will be wrath, indignation, 9 oppression,
and anguish on every soul ofmanwhodoes
evil, to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.

10But glory, honor, and peace go to every
man who does good, to the Jew first, and
also to theGreek. 11For there isnopartiality
with God. 12 For as many as have sinned
without the lawwill also perishwithout the
law. As many as have sinned under the
law will be judged by the law. 13 For it isn’t
the hearers of the law who are righteous
before God, but the doers of the law will
be justified 14 (for when Gentiles who don’t
have the law do by nature the things of
the law, these, not having the law, are a
law to themselves, 15 in that they show the
work of the law written in their hearts,
their conscience testifying with them, and
their thoughts among themselves accusing
or else excusing them) 16 in the day when
Godwill judge the secrets ofmen, according
to my Good News, by Jesus Christ.

17 Indeed you bear the name of a Jew, rest
on the law, glory in God, 18 know his will,
and approve the things that are excellent,
being instructed out of the law, 19 and are
confident that you yourself are a guide of
the blind, a light to those who are in dark-
ness, 20 a corrector of the foolish, a teacher
of babies, having in the law the form of
knowledge and of the truth. 21 You there-
fore who teach another, don’t you teach
yourself? You who preach that a man
shouldn’t steal, do you steal? 22Youwho say
a man shouldn’t commit adultery, do you
commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do
you rob temples? 23 You who glory in the
law, do you dishonor God by disobeying the
law? 24For “the name of God is blasphemed
among the Gentiles because of you,” ✡ just
as it is written. 25 For circumcision indeed
profits, if you are a doer of the law, but if
you are a transgressor of the law, your cir-
cumcisionhasbecomeuncircumcision. 26 If
therefore the uncircumcised keep the ordi-
nances of the law,won’t his uncircumcision
be accounted as circumcision? 27 Won’t
those who are physically uncircumcised,
but fulfill the law, judge you, who with the

letter and circumcision are a transgressor
of the law? 28 For he is not a Jew who is
one outwardly, neither is that circumcision
which is outward in the flesh; 29 but he is a
Jew who is one inwardly, and circumcision
is that of the heart, in the spirit, not in the
letter; whose praise is not from men, but
from God.

3
1 Then what advantage does the Jew

have? Orwhat is the profit of circumcision?
2 Much in every way! Because first of all,
they were entrusted with the revelations
of God. 3 For what if some were without
faith? Will their lack of faith nullify the
faithfulness of God? 4May it never be! Yes,
let God be found true, but every man a liar.
As it is written,
“that youmight be justified in your words,

and might prevail when you come into
judgment.”✡

5 But if our unrighteousness commends
the righteousness of God, what will we say?
Is God unrighteous who inflicts wrath? I
speak like men do. 6May it never be! For
then how will God judge the world? 7 For if
the truth of God through my lie abounded
to his glory, why am I also still judged as a
sinner? 8Why not (as we are slanderously
reported, and as some affirm that we say),
“Let’s do evil, that good may come?” Those
who say so are justly condemned.

9 What then? Are we better than they?
No, in no way. For we previously warned
both JewsandGreeks that theyareallunder
sin. 10As it is written,
“There is no one righteous;

no, not one.
11There is no one who understands.

There is no one who seeks after God.
12They have all turned away.

They have together become unprof-
itable.

There is no one who does good,
no, not so much as one.”✡

13 “Their throat is an open tomb.
With their tongues they have used de-
ceit.”✡

“The poison of vipers is under their lips.”✡
14 “Their mouth is full of cursing and
bitterness.”✡

15 “Their feet are swift to shed blood.
16 Destruction and misery are in their
ways.

17 The way of peace, they haven’t
known.”✡

18 “There is no fear of God before their
eyes.”✡

✡ 2:6 Psalms 62:12; Proverbs 24:12 ✡ 2:24 Isaiah 52:5; Ezekiel 36:22 ✡ 3:4 Psalms 51:4 ✡ 3:12 Psalms 14:1-3;
53:1-3; Ecclesiastes 7:20 ✡ 3:13 Psalms 5:9 ✡ 3:13 Psalms 140:3 ✡ 3:14 Psalms 10:7 ✡ 3:17 Isaiah 59:7-8
✡ 3:18 Psalms 36:1
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19Nowwe know thatwhatever things the
law says, it speaks to those who are under
the law, that every mouth may be closed,
and all theworldmay be brought under the
judgment ofGod. 20Becauseby theworksof
the law, nofleshwill be justified inhis sight;
for through the lawcomes theknowledgeof
sin.

21 But now apart from the law, a righ-
teousness of God has been revealed, be-
ing testified by the law and the prophets;
22 even the righteousness of God through
faith in Jesus Christ to all and on all those
who believe. For there is no distinction,
23 for all have sinned, and fall short of the
glory of God; 24 being justified freely by
his grace through the redemption that is
in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God sent to be
an atoning sacrifice* through faith in his
blood, for a demonstration of his righteous-
ness through the passing over of prior sins,
in God’s forbearance; 26 to demonstrate his
righteousness at this present time, that he
might himself be just and the justifier of
himwho has faith in Jesus.

27 Where then is the boasting? It is ex-
cluded. By what kind of law? Of works?
No, but by a law of faith. 28 We maintain
therefore that a man is justified by faith
apart from theworks of the law. 29Or isGod
the God of Jews only? Isn’t he the God of
Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, 30 since
indeed there is one Godwhowill justify the
circumcisedby faithand theuncircumcised
through faith.

31 Do we then nullify the law through
faith? May it never be! No, we establish the
law.

4
1 What then will we say that Abraham,

our forefather, has found according to the
flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by
works, hehas something to boast about, but
not toward God. 3 For what does the Scrip-
ture say? “Abraham believed God, and it
was accounted to him for righteousness.”✡
4Now to him who works, the reward is not
counted as grace, but as something owed.
5But to himwho doesn’t work, but believes
in him who justifies the ungodly, his faith
is accounted for righteousness. 6 Even as
David also pronounces blessing on theman
to whom God counts righteousness apart
fromworks:
7 “Blessed are theywhose iniquities are for-

given,
whose sins are covered.

8Blessed is the man whom the Lord will by
nomeans charge with sin.” ✡

9 Is this blessing thenpronouncedonly on
the circumcised, or on the uncircumcised
also? For we say that faith was accounted
to Abraham for righteousness. 10How then
was it counted? When he was in circum-
cision, or in uncircumcision? Not in cir-
cumcision, but in uncircumcision. 11 He
received the sign of circumcision, a seal of
the righteousness of the faith which he had
while he was in uncircumcision, that he
might be the father of all thosewho believe,
though they might be in uncircumcision,
that righteousness might also be accounted
to them. 12He is the father of circumcision
to those who not only are of the circumci-
sion, but who also walk in the steps of that
faith of our father Abraham, which he had
in uncircumcision.

13 For the promise to Abraham and to his
offspring that hewould be heir of theworld
wasn’t through the law, but through the
righteousness of faith. 14 For if those who
are of the law are heirs, faith is made void,
and the promise is made of no effect. 15For
the law produces wrath; for where there is
no law, neither is there disobedience.

16 For this cause it is of faith, that it may
be according to grace, to the end that the
promisemaybe sure to all the offspring, not
to that only which is of the law, but to that
alsowhich is of the faithofAbraham,who is
the father of us all. 17As it iswritten, “I have
made you a father of many nations.”✡ This
is in the presence of himwhomhebelieved:
God, who gives life to the dead, and calls
the things that are not, as though theywere.
18Against hope, Abraham in hope believed,
to the end that he might become a father
of many nations, according to that which
had been spoken, “So will your offspring
be.”✡ 19 Without being weakened in faith,
he didn’t consider his own body, already
having been worn out, (he being about a
hundred years old), and the deadness of
Sarah’swomb. 20Yet, looking to thepromise
of God, he didn’t waver through unbelief,
but grew strong through faith, giving glory
to God, 21and being fully assured that what
he had promised, he was also able to per-
form. 22 Therefore it also was “credited to
him for righteousness.”✡ 23Now it was not
written that it was accounted to him for his
sake alone, 24but for our sake also, towhom
it will be accounted, who believe in him
who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead,
25whowas delivered up for our trespasses,
and was raised for our justification.

* 3:25 or, a propitiation ✡ 4:3 Genesis 15:6 ✡ 4:8 Psalms 32:1-2 ✡ 4:17 Genesis 17:5 ✡ 4:18 Genesis 15:5
✡ 4:22 Genesis 15:6
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5
1 Being therefore justified by faith, we

have peace with God through our Lord Je-
sus Christ; 2 through whom we also have
our access by faith into this grace in which
we stand. We rejoice in hope of the glory of
God. 3Not only this, but we also rejoice in
our sufferings, knowing that suffering pro-
duces perseverance; 4 and perseverance,
proven character; and proven character,
hope; 5 and hope doesn’t disappoint us,
because God’s love has been poured into
our hearts through the Holy Spirit whowas
given to us.

6For while wewere yet weak, at the right
time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For one
will hardly die for a righteous man. Yet
perhaps for a good person someone would
even dare to die. 8 But God commends his
own love toward us, in that while we were
yet sinners, Christ died for us.

9 Much more then, being now justified
by his blood, we will be saved from God’s
wrath through him. 10 For if while we
were enemies, we were reconciled to God
through the death of his Son, much more,
being reconciled, we will be saved by his
life.

11 Not only so, but we also rejoice in
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through
whom we have now received the reconcil-
iation. 12 Therefore, as sin entered into the
world through oneman, and death through
sin, so death passed to all men because all
sinned. 13 For until the law, sin was in the
world; but sin is not charged when there is
no law. 14Nevertheless death reigned from
Adam until Moses, even over those whose
sins weren’t like Adam’s disobedience, who
is a foreshadowingofhimwhowas to come.

15 But the free gift isn’t like the trespass.
For if by the trespass of the one the many
died, much more did the grace of God and
the gift by the grace of the one man, Jesus
Christ, abound to the many. 16 The gift is
notas throughonewhosinned; for the judg-
ment camebyone to condemnation, but the
free gift followedmany trespasses to justifi-
cation. 17 For if by the trespass of the one,
death reigned through the one; so much
morewill thosewho receive the abundance
of grace and of the gift of righteousness
reign in life through the one, Jesus Christ.

18 So then as through one trespass, all
men were condemned; even so through
one act of righteousness, all men were jus-
tified to life. 19 For as through the one
man’s disobedience many were made sin-
ners, even so through the obedience of the
one, many will be made righteous. 20 The
lawcame in that the trespassmightabound;
but where sin abounded, grace abounded

more exceedingly, 21 that as sin reigned in
death, even so grace might reign through
righteousness to eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

6
1What shall we say then? Shall we con-

tinue in sin, that grace may abound? 2May
it never be! We who died to sin, how could
we live in it any longer? 3Ordon’t youknow
that all of us who were baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We
were buried therefore with him through
baptism into death, that just as Christ was
raised from the dead through the glory of
the Father, so we also might walk in new-
ness of life.

5 For if we have become united with him
in the likeness of his death, we will also be
part of his resurrection; 6knowing this, that
our old man was crucified with him, that
the body of sin might be done away with,
so that we would no longer be in bondage
to sin. 7 For he who has died has been
freed from sin. 8But if we died with Christ,
we believe that we will also live with him,
9knowing that Christ, being raised from the
dead, dies no more. Death no longer has
dominion over him! 10For the death that he
died, hedied to sinone time; but the life that
he lives, he lives to God. 11 Thus consider
yourselves also to be dead to sin, but alive
to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

12 Therefore don’t let sin reign in your
mortal body, that you should obey it in its
lusts. 13 Also, do not present your mem-
bers to sin as instruments of unrighteous-
ness, but present yourselves to God as alive
fromthedead, andyourmembersas instru-
ments of righteousness to God. 14 For sin
will not have dominion over you, for you
are not under law, but under grace.

15 What then? Shall we sin because
we are not under law but under grace?
May it never be! 16 Don’t you know that
when you present yourselves as servants
and obey someone, you are the servants
of whomever you obey, whether of sin to
death, or of obedience to righteousness?
17 But thanks be to God that, whereas you
were bondservants of sin, you became obe-
dient fromtheheart to that formof teaching
towhich youwere delivered. 18Beingmade
free from sin, you became bondservants of
righteousness.

19 I speak in human terms because of
the weakness of your flesh; for as you pre-
sented your members as servants to un-
cleanness and to wickedness upon wicked-
ness, even sonowpresent yourmembers as
servants to righteousness for sanctification.
20 For when you were servants of sin, you



Romans 6:21 1095 Romans 8:11

were free from righteousness. 21What fruit
then did you have at that time in the things
of which you are now ashamed? For the
end of those things is death. 22 But now,
being made free from sin and having be-
come servants of God, you have your fruit
of sanctification and the result of eternal
life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the
free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus
our Lord.

7
1 Or don’t you know, brothers* (for I

speak to men who know the law), that the
law has dominion over a man for as long
as he lives? 2 For the woman that has a
husband is bound by law to the husband
while he lives, but if the husband dies, she
is discharged from the law of the husband.
3 So then if, while the husband lives, she is
joined to another man, she would be called
an adulteress. But if the husband dies, she
is free from the law, so that she is no adul-
teress, though she is joined to anotherman.
4 Therefore, my brothers, you also were
made dead to the law through the body of
Christ, that you would be joined to another,
to him who was raised from the dead, that
we might produce fruit to God. 5 For when
we were in the flesh, the sinful passions
which were through the lawworked in our
members to bring out fruit to death. 6 But
nowwehavebeendischarged from the law,
having died to that in which we were held;
so that we serve in newness of the spirit,
and not in oldness of the letter.

7 What shall we say then? Is the law
sin? May it never be! However, I wouldn’t
have known sin except through the law.
For I wouldn’t have known coveting unless
the law had said, “You shall not covet.”✡
8But sin, finding occasion through the com-
mandment, produced in me all kinds of
coveting. For apart from the law, sin is
dead. 9 I was alive apart from the law
once, but when the commandment came,
sin revived and I died. 10 The command-
ment which was for life, this I found to
be for death; 11 for sin, finding occasion
through the commandment, deceived me,
and through it killed me. 12 Therefore the
law indeed is holy, and the commandment
holy, righteous, and good.

13 Did then that which is good become
death to me? May it never be! But sin, that
it might be shown to be sin, was producing
death in me through that which is good;
that through the commandment sin might
become exceedingly sinful. 14 For we know

that the law is spiritual, but I am fleshly,
sold under sin. 15 For I don’t understand
what I am doing. For I don’t practice what I
desire to do; butwhat I hate, that I do. 16But
if what I don’t desire, that I do, I consent to
the lawthat it is good. 17Sonowit isnomore
I thatdo it, but sinwhichdwells inme. 18For
I know that inme, that is, inmyflesh, dwells
no good thing. For desire is present with
me, but I don’t find it doing that which is
good. 19 For the good which I desire, I don’t
do; but the evil which I don’t desire, that I
practice. 20But if what I don’t desire, that I
do, it is no more I that do it, but sin which
dwells in me. 21 I find then the law that,
while I desire to do good, evil is present.
22For I delight in God’s law after the inward
person, 23 but I see a different law in my
members, warring against the law of my
mind, and bringingme into captivity under
the law of sin which is in my members.
24 What a wretched man I am! Who will
deliverme out of the body of this death? 25 I
thank God through Jesus Christ, our Lord!
So then with the mind, I myself serve God’s
law, but with the flesh, sin’s law.

8
1 There is therefore now no condemna-

tion to those who are in Christ Jesus, who
don’t walk according to the flesh, but ac-
cording to the Spirit.* 2 For the law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus made me free
from the law of sin and of death. 3 For
what the lawcouldn’t do, in that itwasweak
through the flesh, God did, sending his own
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for
sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 that
the ordinance of the law might be fulfilled
in us who don’t walk according to the flesh,
but according to the Spirit. 5 For those who
live according to the flesh set their minds
on the things of the flesh, but those who
live according to the Spirit, the things of the
Spirit. 6 For the mind of the flesh is death,
but the mind of the Spirit is life and peace;
7 because the mind of the flesh is hostile
towardGod, for it is not subject toGod’s law,
neither indeed can it be. 8Those who are in
the flesh can’t please God.

9 But you are not in the flesh but in the
Spirit, if it is so that the Spirit of God dwells
in you. But if any man doesn’t have the
Spirit of Christ, he is not his. 10 If Christ is
in you, the body is dead because of sin, but
the spirit is alive because of righteousness.
11But if theSpirit ofhimwhoraisedup Jesus
from the dead dwells in you, he who raised

* 7:1 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters”
or “siblings.” ✡ 7:7 Exodus 20:17; Deuteronomy 5:21 * 8:1 NU omits “who don’t walk according to the flesh, but
according to the Spirit”
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up Christ Jesus from the dead will also give
life to yourmortal bodies through his Spirit
who dwells in you.

12 So then, brothers, we are debtors, not
to the flesh, to live after the flesh. 13 For if
you live after the flesh, you must die; but if
by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of
the body, youwill live. 14For asmany as are
led by the Spirit of God, these are children
of God. 15For you didn’t receive the spirit of
bondage again to fear, but you received the
Spirit of adoption, bywhomwe cry, “Abba!†
Father!”

16 The Spirit himself testifies with our
spirit that we are children of God; 17 and if
children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint
heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with
him, thatwemayalso be glorifiedwith him.

18For I consider that the sufferings of this
present timearenotworthy tobecompared
with the glory which will be revealed to-
ward us. 19 For the creation waits with ea-
ger expectation for the childrenofGod tobe
revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected
to vanity, not of its own will, but because
of him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the
creation itself also will be delivered from
the bondage of decay into the liberty of the
glory of the children of God. 22Forwe know
that the whole creation groans and travails
in pain together until now. 23 Not only
so, but ourselves also, who have the first
fruits of the Spirit, evenwe ourselves groan
within ourselves, waiting for adoption, the
redemption of our body. 24 For we were
saved in hope, but hope that is seen is not
hope. Forwhohopes for thatwhichhe sees?
25But ifwehope for thatwhichwedon’t see,
we wait for it with patience.

26 In the same way, the Spirit also helps
our weaknesses, for we don’t know how to
pray as we ought. But the Spirit himself
makes intercession for us with groanings
which can’t be uttered. 27He who searches
the hearts knows what is on the Spirit’s
mind, because he makes intercession for
the saints according to God.

28We know that all things work together
for good for those who love God, for those
who are called according to his purpose.
29 For whom he foreknew, he also predes-
tined to be conformed to the image of his
Son, that he might be the firstborn among
many brothers.‡ 30Whom he predestined,
those he also called. Whom he called, those

he also justified. Whom he justified, those
he also glorified.

31 What then shall we say about these
things? If God is for us, who can be against
us? 32Hewho didn’t spare his own Son, but
delivered him up for us all, how would he
not also with him freely give us all things?
33Who could bring a charge against God’s
chosen ones? It is Godwho justifies. 34Who
is he who condemns? It is Christ who died,
yes rather, who was raised from the dead,
who is at the right hand of God, who also
makes intercession for us.

35 Who shall separate us from the love
of Christ? Could oppression, or anguish,
or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or
peril, or sword? 36Even as it is written,
“For your sake we are killed all day long.

We were accounted as sheep for the
slaughter.”✡

37 No, in all these things we are more
thanconquerors throughhimwho lovedus.
38 For I am persuaded that neither death,
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor
thingspresent, nor things to come, norpow-
ers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other
created thing will be able to separate us
fromGod’s love which is in Christ Jesus our
Lord.

9
1 I tell the truth in Christ. I am not ly-

ing, my conscience testifying with me in
the Holy Spirit 2 that I have great sorrow
and unceasing pain in my heart. 3 For
I could wish that I myself were accursed
from Christ for my brothers’ sake, my rel-
atives according to the flesh 4 who are Is-
raelites; whose is the adoption, the glory,
the covenants, the giving of the law, the
service, and the promises; 5 of whom are
the fathers, and from whom is Christ as
concerning the flesh, who is over all, God,
blessed forever. Amen.

6 But it is not as though the word of God
has come to nothing. For they are not all
Israel that are of Israel. 7Neither, because
they are Abraham’s offspring, are they all
children. But, “your offspring will be ac-
counted as from Isaac.”✡ 8 That is, it is not
the children of the flesh who are children
of God, but the children of the promise
are counted as heirs. 9 For this is a word
of promise: “At the appointed time I will
come, and Sarah will have a son.”✡ 10 Not
only so, but Rebekah also conceived by one,
by our father Isaac. 11 For being not yet

† 8:15 Abba is an Aramaicword for “Father” or “Daddy”, which can be used affectionately and respectfully in prayer to
our Father in heaven. ‡ 8:29 Theword for “brothers”here andwhere context allowsmay also be correctly translated

“brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ✡ 8:36 Psalms 44:22 ✡ 9:7 Genesis 21:12 ✡ 9:9 Genesis 18:10,14 * 9:11
NU puts the phrase “not of works, but of himwho calls” at the beginning of verse 12 instead of the end of verse 11.
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born, neitherhavingdoneanything goodor
bad, that the purpose of God according to
election might stand, not of works, but of
him who calls,* 12 it was said to her, “The
elder will serve the younger.”✡ 13Even as it
iswritten, “Jacob I loved, but Esau Ihated.”✡

14 What shall we say then? Is there un-
righteousness with God? May it never be!
15 For he said to Moses, “I will have mercy
on whom I have mercy, and I will have
compassion onwhom I have compassion.”✡
16 So then it is not of him who wills, nor of
him who runs, but of God who has mercy.
17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For
this very purpose I caused you to be raised
up, that I might show in youmy power, and
that my name might be proclaimed in all
the earth.”✡ 18 So then, he has mercy on
whomhe desires, and he hardenswhomhe
desires.

19 You will say then to me, “Why does
he still find fault? For who withstands his
will?” 20 But indeed, O man, who are you
to reply against God? Will the thing formed
ask himwho formed it, “Why did youmake
me like this?”✡ 21Orhasn’t the potter a right
over the clay, from the same lump to make
one part a vessel for honor, and another for
dishonor? 22What if God, willing to show
his wrath and to make his power known,
endured with much patience vessels of
wrath prepared for destruction, 23 and that
hemightmakeknowntherichesofhis glory
on vessels of mercy, which he prepared
beforehand for glory— 24 us, whom he also
called, not from the Jews only, but also from
the Gentiles? 25As he says also in Hosea,
“Iwill call them ‘mypeople,’whichwerenot

my people;
and her ‘beloved,’ who was not
beloved.”✡

26 “It will be that in the place where it was
said to them, ‘You are notmy people,’

there theywill be called ‘childrenof the
living God.’ ”✡

27 Isaiah cries concerning Israel,
“If the number of the children of Israel are

as the sand of the sea,
it is the remnant whowill be saved;

28 for hewill finish thework and cut it short
in righteousness,

because the Lord will make a short
work upon the earth.”✡

29As Isaiah has said before,

“Unless the Lord of Armies† had left us a
seed,

we would have become like Sodom,
and would have been made like Go-
morrah.”✡

30What shall we say then? That the Gen-
tiles, who didn’t follow after righteousness,
attained to righteousness, even the righ-
teousnesswhich is of faith; 31but Israel, fol-
lowing after a law of righteousness, didn’t
arrive at the law of righteousness. 32Why?
Because they didn’t seek it by faith, but as it
were by works of the law. They stumbled
over the stumbling stone, 33 even as it is
written,
“Behold,‡ I lay inZiona stumbling stoneand

a rock of offense;
and no one who believes in himwill be
disappointed.”✡

10
1 Brothers, my heart’s desire and my

prayer to God is for Israel, that they may
be saved. 2 For I testify about them that
they have a zeal for God, but not accord-
ing to knowledge. 3 For being ignorant of
God’s righteousness, and seeking to estab-
lish their own righteousness, they didn’t
subject themselves to the righteousness of
God. 4 For Christ is the fulfillment* of the
law for righteousness to everyone who be-
lieves.

5 For Moses writes about the righteous-
ness of the law, “The one who does them
will live by them.”✡ 6But the righteousness
which is of faith says this, “Don’t say in
your heart, ‘Whowill ascend into heaven?’✡
(that is, to bring Christ down); 7 or, ‘Who
will descend into the abyss?’✡ (that is, to
bring Christ up from the dead.)” 8But what
does it say? “The word is near you, in
yourmouth and in your heart;”✡ that is, the
word of faith which we preach: 9 that if
youwill confesswith yourmouth that Jesus
is Lord and believe in your heart that God
raisedhim fromthedead, youwill be saved.
10 For with the heart one believes result-
ing in righteousness; and with the mouth
confession is made resulting in salvation.
11For the Scripture says, “Whoeverbelieves
in himwill not be disappointed.”✡

12For there is no distinction between Jew
and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all,
and is rich to all who call on him. 13 For,
“Whoever will call on the name of the Lord

✡ 9:12 Genesis 25:23 ✡ 9:13 Malachi 1:2-3 ✡ 9:15 Exodus 33:19 ✡ 9:17 Exodus 9:16 ✡ 9:20 Isaiah 29:16;
45:9 ✡ 9:25 Hosea 2:23 ✡ 9:26 Hosea 1:10 ✡ 9:28 Isaiah 10:22-23 † 9:29 Greek: Sabaoth (or Hebrew:
Tze’va’ot) ✡ 9:29 Isaiah 1:9 ‡ 9:33 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is

often used as an interjection. ✡ 9:33 Isaiah 8:14; 28:16 * 10:4 or, completion, or end ✡ 10:5 Leviticus 18:5
✡ 10:6 Deuteronomy 30:12 ✡ 10:7 Deuteronomy 30:13 ✡ 10:8 Deuteronomy 30:14 ✡ 10:11 Isaiah 28:16
✡ 10:13 Joel 2:32
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will be saved.”✡ 14How then will they call
on him in whom they have not believed?
How will they believe in him whom they
have not heard? How will they hear with-
out apreacher? 15Andhowwill theypreach
unless they are sent? As it is written:
“How beautiful are the feet of those who

preach the Good News of peace,
whobringglad tidingsof good things!”✡

16 But they didn’t all listen to the glad
news. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has be-
lieved our report?”✡ 17 So faith comes by
hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
18 But I say, didn’t they hear? Yes, most
certainly,
“Their soundwent out into all the earth,

their words to the ends of the world.”✡
19 But I ask, didn’t Israel know? First

Moses says,
“I will provoke you to jealousy with that

which is no nation.
I will make you angry with a nation
void of understanding.”✡

20 Isaiah is very bold and says,
“I was found by those who didn’t seekme.

I was revealed to those who didn’t ask
for me.”✡

21 But about Israel he says, “All day long
I stretched out my hands to a disobedient
and contrary people.”✡

11
1 I ask then, did God reject his people?

May it never be! For I also am an Israelite,
a descendant of Abraham, of the tribe of
Benjamin. 2 God didn’t reject his people,
whom he foreknew. Or don’t you know
what the Scripture says about Elijah? How
he pleads with God against Israel: 3 “Lord,
they have killed your prophets. They have
broken down your altars. I am left alone,
and they seek my life.”✡ 4 But how does
God answer him? “I have reserved for
myself seven thousand men who have not
bowed the knee to Baal.”✡ 5 Even so too at
this present time also there is a remnant
according to the election of grace. 6 And
if by grace, then it is no longer of works;
otherwise grace is no longer grace. But if it
is of works, it is no longer grace; otherwise
work is no longer work.

7What then? That which Israel seeks for,
that he didn’t obtain, but the chosen ones
obtained it, and the rest were hardened.
8According as it is written, “God gave them
a spirit of stupor, eyes that they should not

see, and ears that they should not hear, to
this very day.” ✡

9David says,
“Let their table bemade a snare, a trap,

a stumbling block, and a retribution to
them.

10Let their eyes be darkened, that theymay
not see.

Always keep their backs bent.”✡
11 I ask then, did they stumble that they

might fall? May it never be! But by their
fall salvation has come to the Gentiles, to
provoke them to jealousy. 12 Now if their
fall is the riches of the world, and their loss
the riches of the Gentiles, how much more
their fullness!

13 For I speak to you who are Gentiles.
Since then as I am an apostle to Gentiles, I
glorifymyministry, 14 if by anymeans Imay
provoke to jealousy thosewho aremyflesh,
and may save some of them. 15 For if the
rejection of them is the reconciling of the
world, what would their acceptance be, but
life from the dead?

16 If the first fruit is holy, so is the lump. If
the root is holy, so are the branches. 17 But
if some of the branches were broken off,
and you, being a wild olive, were grafted
in among them and became partaker with
them of the root and of the richness of the
olive tree, 18 don’t boast over the branches.
But if you boast, remember that it is not
you who support the root, but the root sup-
ports you. 19 You will say then, “Branches
were broken off, that I might be grafted in.”
20True; by their unbelief they were broken
off, and you stand by your faith. Don’t be
conceited, but fear; 21 for if God didn’t spare
the natural branches, neither will he spare
you. 22 See then the goodness and severity
of God. Toward thosewho fell, severity; but
towardyou, goodness, if you continue inhis
goodness; otherwise you alsowill be cut off.
23 They also, if they don’t continue in their
unbelief, will be grafted in, for God is able
to graft them in again. 24For if youwere cut
out of that which is by nature a wild olive
tree, and were grafted contrary to nature
into a good olive tree, howmuch more will
these, which are the natural branches, be
grafted into their own olive tree?

25 For I don’t desire you to be ignorant,
brothers,* of thismystery, so that youwon’t
be wise in your own conceits, that a partial
hardening has happened to Israel, until the
fullness of the Gentiles has come in, 26 and

✡ 10:15 Isaiah 52:7 ✡ 10:16 Isaiah 53:1 ✡ 10:18 Psalms 19:4 ✡ 10:19 Deuteronomy 32:21 ✡ 10:20 Isaiah
65:1 ✡ 10:21 Isaiah 65:2 ✡ 11:3 1 Kings 19:10,14 ✡ 11:4 1 Kings 19:18 ✡ 11:8 Deuteronomy 29:4; Isaiah

29:10 ✡ 11:10 Psalms 69:22,23 * 11:25 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be
correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”
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so all Israel will be saved. Even as it is
written,
“There will come out of Zion the Deliverer,

and he will turn away ungodliness
from Jacob.

27This is my covenant with them,
when I will take away their sins.”✡

28 Concerning the Good News, they are
enemies for your sake. But concerning the
election, they are beloved for the fathers’
sake. 29 For the gifts and the calling of God
are irrevocable. 30 For as you in time past
were disobedient to God, but now have ob-
tainedmercy by their disobedience, 31even
so these also have now been disobedient,
that by the mercy shown to you they may
also obtain mercy. 32For God has bound all
to disobedience, that he might have mercy
on all.

33 Oh the depth of the riches both of the
wisdom and the knowledge of God! How
unsearchable are his judgments, and his
ways past tracing out!
34 “For who has known the mind of the

Lord?
Or who has been his counselor?”✡

35 “Orwho has first given to him,
and it will be repaid to him again?”✡

36For of him and through him and to him
are all things. To him be the glory for ever!
Amen.

12
1 Therefore I urge you, brothers, by the

mercies of God, to present your bodies a liv-
ing sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which
is your spiritual service. 2 Don’t be con-
formed to thisworld, but be transformedby
the renewing of yourmind, so that youmay
prove what is the good, well-pleasing, and
perfect will of God.

3 For I say through the grace that was
given me, to everyone who is among you,
not to think of yourself more highly than
you ought to think; but to think reasonably,
as God has apportioned to each person a
measure of faith. 4 For even as we have
many members in one body, and all the
members don’t have the same function, 5 so
we, who are many, are one body in Christ,
and individually members of one another,
6 having gifts differing according to the
grace that was given to us: if prophecy, let’s
prophesy according to the proportion of
our faith; 7or service, let’s give ourselves to
service; or he who teaches, to his teaching;
8 or he who exhorts, to his exhorting; he
who gives, let him do it with generosity; he

who rules, with diligence; he who shows
mercy, with cheerfulness.

9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor
that which is evil. Cling to that which is
good. 10 In love of the brothers be tenderly
affectionate to one another; in honor prefer
one another, 11not lagging in diligence, fer-
vent in spirit, serving the Lord, 12 rejoicing
in hope, enduring in troubles, continuing
steadfastly in prayer, 13 contributing to the
needs of the saints, and given to hospitality.

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless,
and don’t curse. 15 Rejoice with those who
rejoice. Weepwith thosewhoweep. 16Be of
the same mind one toward another. Don’t
set your mind on high things, but associate
with the humble. Don’t be wise in your
own conceits. 17 Repay no one evil for evil.
Respect what is honorable in the sight of all
men. 18 If it is possible, asmuch as it is up to
you, be at peace with all men. 19Don’t seek
revenge yourselves, beloved, but give place
toGod’swrath. For it iswritten, “Vengeance
belongs tome; I will repay, says the Lord.” ✡
20Therefore
“If your enemy is hungry, feed him.

If he is thirsty, give him a drink;
for in doing so, you will heap coals of
fire on his head.”✡

21 Don’t be overcome by evil, but over-
come evil with good.

13
1 Let every soul be in subjection to the

higher authorities, for there is no authority
except from God, and those who exist are
ordainedbyGod. 2Thereforehewho resists
the authority withstands the ordinance of
God; and those who withstand will receive
to themselves judgment. 3 For rulers are
not a terror to the good work, but to the
evil. Do you desire to have no fear of the
authority? Do that which is good, and you
will have praise from the authority, 4 for
he is a servant of God to you for good. But
if you do that which is evil, be afraid, for
he doesn’t bear the sword in vain; for he is
a servant of God, an avenger for wrath to
him who does evil. 5 Therefore you need
to be in subjection, not only because of the
wrath, but also for conscience’ sake. 6 For
this reason you also pay taxes, for they are
servants of God’s service, continually doing
this very thing. 7 Therefore give everyone
what you owe: if you owe taxes, pay taxes;
if customs, then customs; if respect, then
respect; if honor, then honor.

8Oweno one anything, except to love one
another; for he who loves his neighbor has

✡ 11:27 Isaiah 59:20-21; 27:9; Jeremiah31:33-34 ✡ 11:34 Isaiah 40:13 ✡ 11:35 Job 41:11 ✡ 12:19 Deuteronomy

32:35 ✡ 12:20 Proverbs 25:21-22 * 13:9 TR adds “You shall not give false testimony,”
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fulfilled the law. 9 For the commandments,
“You shall not commit adultery,” “You shall
not murder,” “You shall not steal,”* “You
shall not covet,” ✡ andwhatever other com-
mandments there are, are all summed up
in this saying, namely, “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.”✡ 10 Love doesn’t
harm a neighbor. Love therefore is the
fulfillment of the law.

11 Do this, knowing the time, that it is
already time for you to awaken out of sleep,
for salvation is nownearer to us thanwhen
we first believed. 12 The night is far gone,
and the day is near. Let’s therefore throw
off the deeds of darkness, and let’s put on
the armor of light. 13 Let’s walk properly,
as in the day; not in reveling and drunken-
ness, not in sexual promiscuity and lustful
acts, and not in strife and jealousy. 14 But
put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no
provision for the flesh, for its lusts.

14
1Nowaccept onewho isweak in faith, but

not for disputes over opinions. 2 One man
has faith toeatall things, buthewho isweak
eats only vegetables. 3 Don’t let him who
eats despise him who doesn’t eat. Don’t let
himwhodoesn’t eat judgehimwhoeats, for
God has accepted him. 4Who are you who
judge another’s servant? To his own lord he
standsor falls. Yes, hewill bemade to stand,
for God has power to make him stand.

5 One man esteems one day as more im-
portant. Another esteems every day alike.
Let each man be fully assured in his own
mind. 6He who observes the day, observes
it to the Lord; and he who does not observe
the day, to the Lord he does not observe it.
He who eats, eats to the Lord, for he gives
God thanks. Hewho doesn’t eat, to the Lord
he doesn’t eat, and gives God thanks. 7 For
none of us lives to himself, and none dies to
himself. 8For if we live, we live to the Lord.
Or if we die, we die to the Lord. If therefore
we live or die,we are the Lord’s. 9For to this
end Christ died, rose, and lived again, that
he might be Lord of both the dead and the
living.

10 But you, why do you judge your
brother? Or you again, why do you despise
your brother? For we will all stand before
the judgment seat of Christ. 11 For it is
written,
“ ‘As I live,’ says the Lord, ‘to me every knee

will bow.
Every tongue will confess to God.’ ”✡

12So then each one of uswill give account
of himself to God.

13 Therefore let’s not judge one another
any more, but judge this rather, that no
man put a stumbling block in his brother’s
way, or an occasion for falling. 14 I know
and am persuaded in the Lord Jesus that
nothing is unclean of itself; except that to
himwho considers anything to be unclean,
to him it is unclean. 15 Yet if because of
food your brother is grieved, you walk no
longer in love. Don’t destroy with your
food him for whom Christ died. 16 Then
don’t let yourgoodbeslandered, 17 forGod’s
Kingdom is not eating and drinking, but
righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy
Spirit. 18 For he who serves Christ in these
things is acceptable to God and approved
by men. 19 So then, let’s follow after things
whichmake for peace, and things bywhich
we may build one another up. 20 Don’t
overthrow God’s work for food’s sake. All
things indeed are clean, however it is evil
for thatmanwho creates a stumbling block
by eating. 21 It is good to not eat meat,
drink wine, nor do anything by which your
brother stumbles, is offended, or is made
weak.

22Do you have faith? Have it to yourself
before God. Happy is he who doesn’t judge
himself in that which he approves. 23 But
he who doubts is condemned if he eats,
because it isn’t of faith; andwhatever is not
of faith is sin.

24 Now to him who is able to establish
you according to my Good News and the
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the
revelation of the mystery which has been
kept secret through long ages, 25 but now
is revealed, and by the Scriptures of the
prophets, according to the commandment
of the eternal God, is made known for
obedience of faith to all the nations; 26 to
the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to
whom be the glory forever! Amen.*

15
1 Now we who are strong ought to bear

the weaknesses of the weak, and not to
please ourselves. 2Let each one of us please
his neighbor for that which is good, to be
building him up. 3 For even Christ didn’t
please himself. But, as it is written, “The re-
proaches of those who reproached you fell
on me.”✡ 4 For whatever things were writ-
ten before were written for our learning,
that through perseverance and through en-
couragement of the Scriptures we might
have hope. 5Now the God of perseverance
andof encouragementgrantyou tobeof the
same mind with one another according to

✡ 13:9 Exodus 20:13-15,17; Deuteronomy 5:17-19,21 ✡ 13:9 Leviticus 19:18 ✡ 14:11 Isaiah 45:23 * 14:26 TR
places verses 24-26 after Romans 16:24 as verses 25-27. ✡ 15:3 Psalms 69:9
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Christ Jesus, 6 thatwith one accord youmay
with one mouth glorify the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

7 Therefore accept one another, even as
Christ also accepted you,* to the glory of
God. 8Now I say that Christ has been made
a servant of the circumcision for the truth
of God, that he might confirm the promises
given to the fathers, 9 and that the Gentiles
might glorify God for his mercy. As it is
written,
“Therefore I will give praise to you among

the Gentiles
and sing to your name.”✡

10Again he says,
“Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his people.”✡

11Again,
“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles!

Let all the peoples praise him.”✡
12Again, Isaiah says,

“There will be the root of Jesse,
he who arises to rule over the Gentiles;
in him the Gentiles will hope.”✡

13Now may the God of hope fill you with
all joy and peace in believing, that youmay
abound in hope in the power of the Holy
Spirit.

14 I myself am also persuaded about you,
my brothers,† that you yourselves are full
of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able
also to admonish others. 15 But I write the
more boldly to you in part as reminding
you, because of the grace that was given
to me by God, 16 that I should be a servant
of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles, serving as
a priest of the Good News of God, that the
offering up of the Gentiles might be made
acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.
17 I have therefore my boasting in Christ
Jesus in things pertaining to God. 18 For I
will not dare to speak of any things except
those which Christ worked through me for
the obedience of the Gentiles, by word and
deed, 19 in the power of signs and wonders,
in the power of God’s Spirit; so that from
Jerusalemandaroundas far as to Illyricum,
I have fully preached the Good News of
Christ; 20 yes, making it my aim to preach
the Good News, not where Christ was al-
ready named, that I might not build on
another’s foundation. 21But, as it iswritten,
“They will see, to whom no news of him

came.
They who haven’t heard will under-
stand.”✡

22 Therefore also I was hindered these
many times from coming to you, 23but now,

no longer having anyplace in these regions,
and having these many years a longing to
come to you, 24whenever I travel to Spain,
I will come to you. For I hope to see you
on my journey, and to be helped on my
way there by you, if first I may enjoy your
company for a while. 25 But now, I say, I
am going to Jerusalem, serving the saints.
26For it has been the goodpleasure ofMace-
donia and Achaia to make a certain contri-
bution for the poor among the saints who
are at Jerusalem. 27 Yes, it has been their
good pleasure, and they are their debtors.
For if the Gentiles have been made partak-
ers of their spiritual things, they owe it to
them also to serve them in material things.
28When therefore Ihaveaccomplished this,
and have sealed to them this fruit, I will
go on by way of you to Spain. 29 I know
that when I come to you, I will come in the
fullness of the blessing of the Good News of
Christ.

30 Now I beg you, brothers, by our Lord
Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit,
that you strive together with me in your
prayers to God for me, 31 that I may be de-
livered from those who are disobedient in
Judea, and that my service which I have for
Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints,
32 that I may come to you in joy through the
will of God, and togetherwith you, find rest.
33 Now the God of peace be with you all.
Amen.

16
1 I commend to you Phoebe, our sister,

who is a servant* of the assembly that is
at Cenchreae, 2 that you receive her in the
Lord in awayworthy of the saints, and that
you assist her in whatever matter she may
need fromyou, for sheherself also has been
a helper of many, and of my own self.

3 Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow
workers in Christ Jesus, 4who risked their
own necks for my life, to whom not only
I give thanks, but also all the assemblies
of the Gentiles. 5 Greet the assembly that
is in their house. Greet Epaenetus, my
beloved, who is the first fruits of Achaia to
Christ. 6 Greet Mary, who labored much
for us. 7 Greet Andronicus and Junia, my
relatives and my fellow prisoners, who are
notable among the apostles, who were also
in Christ before me. 8 Greet Amplias, my
beloved in the Lord. 9 Greet Urbanus, our
fellow worker in Christ, and Stachys, my
beloved. 10 Greet Apelles, the approved in

* 15:7 TR reads “us” insteadof “you” ✡ 15:9 2 Samuel 22:50; Psalms18:49 ✡ 15:10 Deuteronomy32:43 ✡ 15:11
Psalms 117:1 ✡ 15:12 Isaiah 11:10 † 15:14 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be

correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ✡ 15:21 Isaiah 52:15 * 16:1 or, deacon
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Christ. Greet those who are of the house-
hold of Aristobulus. 11Greet Herodion, my
kinsman. Greet them of the household of
Narcissus, who are in the Lord. 12 Greet
Tryphaena and Tryphosa, who labor in the
Lord. Greet Persis, the beloved, who la-
bored much in the Lord. 13 Greet Rufus,
the chosen in the Lord, and his mother and
mine. 14 Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Her-
mes, Patrobas, Hermas, and the brothers†
who are with them. 15 Greet Philologus
and Julia, Nereus and his sister, and Olym-
pas, and all the saints who are with them.
16 Greet one another with a holy kiss. The
assemblies of Christ greet you.

17 Now I beg you, brothers, look out for
those who are causing the divisions and
occasions of stumbling, contrary to the doc-
trine which you learned, and turn away
from them. 18 For those who are such don’t
serve our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own
belly; and by their smooth and flattering
speech they deceive the hearts of the in-
nocent. 19 For your obedience has become
known to all. I rejoice therefore over you.
But I desire to have you wise in that which
is good, but innocent in that which is evil.
20 And the God of peace will quickly crush
Satan under your feet.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ bewith

you.
21Timothy, my fellow worker, greets you,

as do Lucius, Jason, and Sosipater, my rela-
tives. 22 I, Tertius, whowrite the letter, greet
you in the Lord. 23Gaius, my host and host
of the whole assembly, greets you. Erastus,
the treasurer of the city, greets you, as does
Quartus, the brother. 24 The grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ bewith you all! Amen. 25 ‡

† 16:14 Theword for “brothers” here andwhere context allowsmay also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters”
or “siblings.” ‡ 16:25 TRplacesRomans14:24-26at the endofRomans insteadof at the endof chapter 14, andnumbers
these verses 16:25-27.
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Paul’s First Letter to the
Corinthians

1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus
Christ* through the will of God, and our
brother Sosthenes, 2 to the assembly of God
which is at Corinth—those who are sancti-
fied in Christ Jesus, called saints, with all
who call on the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ in every place, both theirs and ours:
3 Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

4 I always thank my God concerning you
for the grace of God which was given you
in Christ Jesus, 5 that in everything you
were enriched in him, in all speech and
all knowledge— 6 even as the testimony of
Christ was confirmed in you— 7 so that you
come behind in no gift, waiting for the rev-
elation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8who will
also confirm you until the end, blameless
in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God
is faithful, through whom you were called
into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord.

10Now I beg you, brothers,† through the
name of our Lord, Jesus Christ, that you all
speak the same thing, and that there be no
divisions among you, but that you be per-
fected together in the samemind and in the
same judgment. 11 For it has been reported
to me concerning you, my brothers, by
those who are from Chloe’s household, that
there are contentions among you. 12 Now
I mean this, that each one of you says, “I
follow Paul,” “I follow Apollos,” “I follow
Cephas,” and, “I follow Christ.” 13 Is Christ
divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or
were you baptized into the name of Paul?
14 I thank God that I baptized none of you
except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so that no one
should say that I had baptized you into my
ownname. 16 (I alsobaptized thehousehold
of Stephanas; besides them, I don’t know
whether I baptized any other.) 17 For Christ
sent me not to baptize, but to preach the
GoodNews—not inwisdomofwords, so that
the cross of Christ wouldn’t be made void.
18 For the word of the cross is foolishness
to those who are dying, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it
is written,
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise.

I will bring the discernment of the dis-
cerning to nothing.”✡

20Where is thewise? Where is the scribe?
Where is the debater of this age? Hasn’t

Godmade foolish thewisdomof thisworld?
21 For seeing that in the wisdom of God, the
world through itswisdomdidn’t knowGod,
itwasGod’s goodpleasure through the fool-
ishness of the preaching to save those who
believe. 22 For Jews ask for signs, Greeks
seek after wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and
foolishness to Greeks, 24 but to those who
are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ
is the power of God and the wisdom of
God; 25 because the foolishness of God is
wiser than men, and the weakness of God
is stronger thanmen.

26 For you see your calling, brothers, that
not many are wise according to the flesh,
not many mighty, and not many noble;
27 but God chose the foolish things of the
world that hemight put to shame thosewho
are wise. God chose the weak things of
the world that he might put to shame the
things that are strong. 28 God chose the
lowly things of the world, and the things
that are despised, and the things that don’t
exist, that he might bring to nothing the
things that exist, 29 that no flesh should
boast before God. 30 Because of him, you
are in Christ Jesus, who was made to us
wisdom from God, and righteousness and
sanctification, and redemption, 31 that, as it
is written, “He who boasts, let him boast in
the Lord.”✡

2
1 When I came to you, brothers, I didn’t

come with excellence of speech or of wis-
dom, proclaiming to you the testimony of
God. 2 For I determined not to know any-
thing among you except Jesus Christ and
him crucified. 3 Iwaswith you inweakness,
in fear, and inmuch trembling. 4My speech
and my preaching were not in persuasive
wordsofhumanwisdom, but indemonstra-
tion of the Spirit and of power, 5 that your
faith wouldn’t stand in the wisdom of men,
but in the power of God.

6 We speak wisdom, however, among
those who are full grown, yet a wisdom not
of this world nor of the rulers of this world
who are coming to nothing. 7But we speak
God’swisdom inamystery, thewisdom that
has been hidden, which God foreordained
before the worlds for our glory, 8 which
none of the rulers of this world has known.
For had they known it, they wouldn’t have
crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But as it is
written,
“Things which an eye didn’t see, and an ear

didn’t hear,
* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 1:10 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be
correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ✡ 1:19 Isaiah 29:14 ✡ 1:31 Jeremiah 9:24
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which didn’t enter into the heart of
man,

these God has prepared for those who
love him.”✡

10 But to us, God revealed them through
the Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things,
yes, the deep things of God. 11 For who
among men knows the things of a man ex-
cept the spirit of the man which is in him?
Even so, no one knows the things of God
except God’s Spirit. 12 But we received not
the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which
is from God, that wemight know the things
that were freely given to us by God. 13We
also speak these things, not in words which
man’s wisdom teaches but which the Holy
Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things
with spiritual things. 14 Now the natural
man doesn’t receive the things of God’s
Spirit, for they are foolishness to him; and
he can’t know them, because they are spir-
itually discerned. 15But he who is spiritual
discerns all things, and he himself is to be
judged by no one. 16 “For who has known
themind of the Lord that he should instruct
him?” ✡ But we have Christ’s mind.

3
1 Brothers, I couldn’t speak to you as to

spiritual, but as to fleshly, as to babies in
Christ. 2 I fed you with milk, not with solid
food, for you weren’t yet ready. Indeed,
you aren’t ready even now, 3 for you are
still fleshly. For insofar as there is jealousy,
strife, and factions among you, aren’t you
fleshly, and don’t you walk in the ways of
men? 4 For when one says, “I follow Paul,”
and another, “I follow Apollos,” aren’t you
fleshly?

5 Who then is Apollos, and who is Paul,
but servants through whom you believed,
and each as the Lord gave to him? 6 I
planted. Apollos watered. But God gave the
increase. 7 So then neither he who plants is
anything, nor he who waters, but God who
gives the increase. 8Nowhewhoplants and
he who waters are the same, but each will
receive his own reward according to his
own labor. 9 For we are God’s fellow work-
ers. You are God’s farming, God’s building.

10 According to the grace of God which
was given to me, as a wise master builder
I laid a foundation, and another builds on
it. But let each man be careful how he
builds on it. 11For no one can lay any other
foundation than that which has been laid,
which is Jesus Christ. 12But if anyonebuilds
on the foundation with gold, silver, costly
stones, wood, hay, or straw, 13 each man’s
work will be revealed. For the Day will

declare it, because it is revealed in fire; and
the fire itself will test what sort of work
each man’s work is. 14 If any man’s work
remainswhich he built on it, hewill receive
a reward. 15 If anyman’swork is burned, he
will suffer loss, but hehimselfwill be saved,
but as through fire.

16 Don’t you know that you are God’s
temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you?
17 If anyone destroys God’s temple, Godwill
destroy him; for God’s temple is holy, which
you are.

18 Let no one deceive himself. If anyone
thinks that he is wise among you in this
world, let him become a fool that he may
become wise. 19 For the wisdom of this
world is foolishness with God. For it is
written, “He has taken the wise in their
craftiness.”✡ 20And again, “The Lord knows
the reasoning of the wise, that it is worth-
less.”✡ 21Therefore let no one boast inmen.
For all things are yours, 22whether Paul, or
Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or
death, or things present, or things to come.
All are yours, 23 and you are Christ’s, and
Christ is God’s.

4
1 So let a man think of us as Christ’s

servants and stewards of God’s mysteries.
2Here, moreover, it is required of stewards
that they be found faithful. 3 But with me
it is a very small thing that I should be
judged by you, or by a human court. Yes,
I don’t even judge my own self. 4 For I
know nothing against myself. Yet I am not
justifiedby this, but hewho judgesme is the
Lord. 5 Therefore judge nothing before the
time, until the Lord comes, who will both
bring to light the hidden things of darkness
and reveal the counsels of the hearts. Then
eachmanwill get his praise from God.

6 Now these things, brothers, I have in a
figure transferred tomyself andApollos for
your sakes, that in us youmight learn not to
think beyond the things which are written,
that none of you be puffed up against one
another. 7 For who makes you different?
And what do you have that you didn’t re-
ceive? But if you did receive it, why do you
boast as if you had not received it?

8You are already filled. You have already
become rich. You have come to reign with-
out us. Yes, and I wish that you did reign,
that we also might reign with you! 9 For I
think that God has displayed us, the apos-
tles, last of all, like men sentenced to death.
For we are made a spectacle to the world,
both to angels and men. 10 We are fools
for Christ’s sake, but you are wise in Christ.

✡ 2:9 Isaiah 64:4 ✡ 2:16 Isaiah 40:13 ✡ 3:19 Job 5:13 ✡ 3:20 Psalms 94:11
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We are weak, but you are strong. You have
honor, but we have dishonor. 11Even to this
present hour we hunger, thirst, are naked,
are beaten, and have no certain dwelling
place. 12 We toil, working with our own
hands. When people curse us, we bless.
Being persecuted, we endure. 13 Being de-
famed, we entreat. We aremade as the filth
of the world, the dirt wiped off by all, even
until now.

14 I don’t write these things to shame you,
but to admonish you as my beloved chil-
dren. 15 For though you have ten thousand
tutors in Christ, you don’t have many fa-
thers. For in Christ Jesus, I became your
father through the Good News. 16 I beg you
therefore, be imitators of me. 17Because of
this I have sent Timothy to you, who is my
beloved and faithful child in the Lord, who
will remind you of my ways which are in
Christ, even as I teach everywhere in every
assembly. 18 Now some are puffed up, as
though I were not coming to you. 19 But
I will come to you shortly, if the Lord is
willing. And I will know, not the word of
those who are puffed up, but the power.
20 For God’s Kingdom is not in word, but in
power. 21What do you want? Shall I come
to you with a rod, or in love and a spirit of
gentleness?

5
1 It is actually reported that there is sexual

immorality among you, and such sexual
immorality as is not even named among
the Gentiles, that one has his father’s wife.
2 You are arrogant, and didn’t mourn in-
stead, that he who had done this deed
might be removed from among you. 3 For I
most certainly, as being absent in body but
present in spirit, have already, as though
I were present, judged him who has done
this thing. 4 In the name of our Lord Je-
sus Christ, when you are gathered together
with my spirit with the power of our Lord
Jesus Christ, 5 you are to deliver such a one
to Satan for the destruction of theflesh, that
the spirit may be saved in the day of the
Lord Jesus.

6 Your boasting is not good. Don’t you
know that a little yeast leavens the whole
lump? 7 Purge out the old yeast, that you
may be a new lump, even as you are un-
leavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover,
hasbeensacrificed inourplace. 8Therefore
let’s keep the feast, not with old yeast, nei-
ther with the yeast of malice and wicked-
ness, but with the unleavened bread of sin-
cerity and truth.

9 I wrote to you in my letter to have no
company with sexual sinners; 10 yet not at
all meaning with the sexual sinners of this
world, or with the covetous and extortion-
ists, or with idolaters, for then you would
have to leave the world. 11 But as it is, I
wrote to you not to associate with anyone
who is called a brother who is a sexual
sinner, or covetous, or an idolater, or a
slanderer, or a drunkard, or an extortionist.
Don’t even eat with such a person. 12 For
what do I have to dowith also judging those
whoareoutside? Don’t you judge thosewho
are within? 13 But those who are outside,
God judges. “Put away the wicked man
from among yourselves.”✡

6
1Dare any of you, having amatter against

his neighbor, go to law before the unrigh-
teous, andnot before the saints? 2Don’t you
know that the saints will judge the world?
And if the world is judged by you, are you
unworthy to judge the smallest matters?
3Don’t you know that wewill judge angels?
Howmuchmore, things that pertain to this
life? 4 If then you have to judge things per-
taining to this life, do you set them to judge
who are of no account in the assembly? 5 I
say this to move you to shame. Isn’t there
even one wise man among you who would
be able to decide between his brothers?
6 But brother goes to law with brother, and
that before unbelievers! 7 Therefore it is
already altogether a defect in you that you
have lawsuits one with another. Why not
rather be wronged? Why not rather be
defrauded? 8 No, but you yourselves do
wrong and defraud, and that against your
brothers.

9Or don’t you know that the unrighteous
will not inherit God’s Kingdom? Don’t
be deceived. Neither the sexually im-
moral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor
male prostitutes, nor homosexuals, 10 nor
thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor
slanderers, nor extortionists, will inherit
God’s Kingdom. 11 Some of you were such,
but you were washed. You were sanctified.
You were justified in the name of the Lord
Jesus, and in the Spirit of our God.

12 “All things are lawful for me,” but not
all things are expedient. “All things are
lawful for me,” but I will not be brought
under the power of anything. 13 “Foods for
the belly, and the belly for foods,” but God
will bring to nothing both it and them. But
the body is not for sexual immorality, but
for the Lord, and the Lord for the body.
14NowGod raised up the Lord, andwill also

✡ 5:13 Deuteronomy 17:7; 19:19; 21:21; 22:21; 24:7
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raise us up by his power. 15Don’t you know
that your bodies are members of Christ?
Shall I then take themembers of Christ and
make them members of a prostitute? May
it never be! 16 Or don’t you know that he
who is joined to a prostitute is one body?
For, “The two”, he says, “will become one
flesh.”✡ 17 But he who is joined to the Lord
is one spirit. 18Flee sexual immorality! “Ev-
ery sin that aman does is outside the body,”
but hewho commits sexual immorality sins
against his own body. 19Or don’t you know
that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit
who is in you, whom you have from God?
You are not your own, 20 for you were
bought with a price. Therefore glorify God
in your body and in your spirit, which are
God’s.

7
1Now concerning the things about which

you wrote to me: it is good for a man not
to touch a woman. 2But, because of sexual
immoralities, let each man have his own
wife, and let each woman have her own
husband. 3 Let the husband give his wife
the affection owed her,* and likewise also
the wife her husband. 4 The wife doesn’t
have authority over her own body, but the
husband does. Likewise also the husband
doesn’t have authority over his own body,
but the wife does. 5 Don’t deprive one an-
other, unless it is by consent for a season,
that youmay give yourselves to fasting and
prayer, and may be together again, that
Satan doesn’t tempt you because of your
lack of self-control.

6 But this I say by way of concession, not
of commandment. 7 Yet I wish that all men
were like me. However, each man has his
own gift from God, one of this kind, and
another of that kind. 8 But I say to the
unmarried and to widows, it is good for
them if they remain even as I am. 9 But if
theydon’t have self-control, let themmarry.
For it’s better to marry than to burn with
passion. 10But to the married I command—
not I, but the Lord—that the wife not leave
her husband 11 (but if she departs, let her
remain unmarried, or else be reconciled
to her husband), and that the husband not
leave his wife.

12 But to the rest I—not the Lord—say, if
any brother has an unbelieving wife, and
she is content to live with him, let him
not leave her. 13 The woman who has an
unbelieving husband, and he is content to
live with her, let her not leave her husband.
14For the unbelieving husband is sanctified
in the wife, and the unbelieving wife is

sanctified in the husband. Otherwise your
children would be unclean, but now they
are holy. 15 Yet if the unbeliever departs,
let there be separation. The brother or the
sister is not under bondage in such cases,
butGodhascalledus inpeace. 16Forhowdo
you know,wife, whether youwill save your
husband? Or how do you know, husband,
whether you will save your wife?

17Only, as theLordhasdistributed toeach
man, asGodhascalledeach, so lethimwalk.
So I command in all the assemblies.

18Wasanyonecalledhavingbeencircum-
cised? Let him not become uncircumcised.
Has anyone been called in uncircumcision?
Lethimnotbe circumcised. 19Circumcision
is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing,
but what matters is keeping God’s com-
mandments. 20 Let each man stay in that
calling in which he was called. 21Were you
called being a bondservant? Don’t let that
bother you, but if you get an opportunity
to become free, use it. 22 For he who was
called in the Lord being a bondservant is
the Lord’s free man. Likewise he who was
called being free is Christ’s bondservant.
23 You were bought with a price. Don’t
become bondservants of men. 24 Brothers,
let eachman, inwhatever condition hewas
called, stay in that condition with God.

25 Now concerning virgins, I have no
commandment from the Lord, but I give
my judgment as one who has obtained
mercy from the Lord to be trustworthy.
26 Therefore I think that because of the dis-
tress that is on us, it’s good for a man to
remain as he is. 27Are you bound to a wife?
Don’t seek to be freed. Are you free from
a wife? Don’t seek a wife. 28 But if you
marry, you have not sinned. If a virgin
marries, she has not sinned. Yet such will
have oppression in the flesh, and I want to
spare you. 29 But I say this, brothers: the
time is short. From now on, both those
who havewivesmay be as though they had
none; 30 and those who weep, as though
they didn’t weep; and those who rejoice, as
though they didn’t rejoice; and those who
buy, as though they didn’t possess; 31 and
those who use the world, as not using it
to the fullest. For the mode of this world
passes away.

32But I desire to have you to be free from
cares. He who is unmarried is concerned
for the things of the Lord, how he may
please the Lord; 33 but he who is married
is concerned about the things of the world,
how he may please his wife. 34 There is
also a difference between a wife and a vir-
gin. The unmarriedwoman cares about the

✡ 6:16 Genesis 2:24 * 7:3 NU and TR have “what is owed her” instead of “the affection owed her”.
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things of the Lord, that she may be holy
both in body and in spirit. But she who
is married cares about the things of the
world—how she may please her husband.
35 This I say for your own benefit, not that
I may ensnare you, but for that which is
appropriate, and that youmay attend to the
Lord without distraction.

36But if any man thinks that he is behav-
ing inappropriately towardhis virgin, if she
is past the flower of her age, and if need so
requires, let him do what he desires. He
doesn’t sin. Let them marry. 37 But he who
stands steadfast in his heart, having no ur-
gency, but has power over his ownwill, and
has determined in his own heart to keep
his own virgin, does well. 38 So then both
he who gives his own virgin in marriage
does well, and he who doesn’t give her in
marriage does better.

39Awife is boundby law for as longasher
husband lives; but if the husband is dead,
she is free to be married to whomever she
desires, only in the Lord. 40 But she is hap-
pier if she stays as she is, in my judgment,
and I think that I also have God’s Spirit.

8
1 Now concerning things sacrificed to

idols: We know that we all have knowl-
edge. Knowledge puffs up, but love builds
up. 2 But if anyone thinks that he knows
anything, hedoesn’t yet knowasheought to
know. 3But anyonewho lovesGod is known
by him.

4 Therefore concerning the eating of
things sacrificed to idols, we know that no
idol is anything in theworld, and that there
is no other God but one. 5 For though there
are things that are called “gods”, whether in
the heavens or on earth—as there aremany
“gods” andmany “lords”— 6yet to us there is
one God, the Father, of whom are all things,
and we for him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ,
through whom are all things, and we live
through him.

7 However, that knowledge isn’t in all
men. But some, with consciousness of an
idol until now, eat as of a thing sacrificed to
an idol, and their conscience, beingweak, is
defiled. 8 But food will not commend us to
God. For neither, if we don’t eat are we the
worse, nor if we eat are we the better. 9But
be careful thatbynomeansdoes this liberty
of yours become a stumbling block to the
weak. 10 For if a man sees you who have
knowledge sitting in an idol’s temple, won’t
his conscience, if he is weak, be embold-
ened to eat things sacrificed to idols? 11And
through your knowledge, he who is weak

perishes, the brother for whose sake Christ
died. 12 Thus, sinning against the brothers,
and wounding their conscience when it is
weak, you sin against Christ. 13 Therefore,
if food causes my brother to stumble, I will
eat nomeat forevermore, that I don’t cause
my brother to stumble.

9
1 Am I not free? Am I not an apostle?

Haven’t I seen JesusChrist, ourLord? Aren’t
you my work in the Lord? 2 If to others I
am not an apostle, yet at least I am to you;
for you are the seal ofmy apostleship in the
Lord.

3My defense to those who examine me is
this: 4Have we no right to eat and to drink?
5Have we no right to take along a wife who
is a believer, even as the rest of the apostles,
and the brothers of the Lord, and Cephas?
6 Or have only Barnabas and I no right to
not work? 7What soldier ever serves at his
own expense? Who plants a vineyard, and
doesn’t eat of its fruit? Orwho feeds a flock,
and doesn’t drink from the flock’s milk?

8Do I speak these things according to the
ways of men? Or doesn’t the law also say
the same thing? 9 For it is written in the
law of Moses, “You shall not muzzle an ox
while it treads out the grain.”✡ Is it for the
oxen that God cares, 10 or does he say it
assuredly for our sake? Yes, it was written
for our sake, becausehewhoplowsought to
plow in hope, and he who threshes in hope
should partake of his hope. 11 If we sowed
to you spiritual things, is it a great thing
if we reap your fleshly things? 12 If others
partake of this right over you, don’t we yet
more?
Nevertheless we didn’t use this right, but

we bear all things, that we may cause
no hindrance to the Good News of Christ.
13 Don’t you know that those who serve
around sacred things eat from the things of
the temple, and those whowait on the altar
have their portionwith the altar? 14Even so
the Lord ordained that those who proclaim
the Good News should live from the Good
News.

15 But I have used none of these things,
and I don’t write these things that it may be
done so in my case; for I would rather die,
than that anyone shouldmakemy boasting
void. 16For if I preach theGoodNews, Ihave
nothing to boast about, for necessity is laid
on me; but woe is to me if I don’t preach
the Good News. 17For if I do this of my own
will, I have a reward. But if not of my own
will, I have a stewardship entrusted to me.
18 What then is my reward? That when I

✡ 9:9 Deuteronomy 25:4
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preach the Good News, I may present the
Good News of Christ without charge, so as
not toabusemyauthority in theGoodNews.

19For though Iwas free fromall, I brought
myself under bondage to all, that I might
gain the more. 20 To the Jews I became as
a Jew, that I might gain Jews; to those who
are under the law, as under the law,* that
I might gain those who are under the law;
21 to those who are without law, as without
law (not beingwithout law towardGod, but
under law toward Christ), that I might win
those who are without law. 22To the weak I
becameasweak, that Imight gain theweak.
I have become all things to all men, that I
may by all means save some. 23 Now I do
this for the sake of the Good News, that I
may be a joint partaker of it. 24 Don’t you
know that those who run in a race all run,
but one receives the prize? Run like that,
so that you may win. 25 Every man who
strives in the games exercises self-control
in all things. Now they do it to receive a
corruptible crown, butwean incorruptible.
26 I therefore run like that, not aimlessly. I
fight like that, not beating the air, 27 but I
beat my body and bring it into submission,
lest by any means, after I have preached to
others, I myself should be disqualified.

10
1 Now I would not have you ignorant,

brothers, that our fathers were all under
the cloud, and all passed through the sea;
2 and were all baptized into Moses in the
cloud and in the sea; 3 and all ate the same
spiritual food; 4 and all drank the same
spiritual drink. For theydrankof a spiritual
rock that followed them, and the rock was
Christ. 5However with most of them, God
was not well pleased, for they were over-
thrown in the wilderness.

6 Now these things were our examples,
to the intent we should not lust after evil
things as they also lusted. 7 Don’t be idol-
aters, as someof themwere. As it iswritten,
“The people sat down to eat and drink, and
rose up to play.”✡ 8 Let’s not commit sex-
ual immorality, as some of them commit-
ted, and in one day twenty-three thousand
fell. 9 Let’s not test Christ,* as some of
them tested, and perished by the serpents.
10 Don’t grumble, as some of them also
grumbled, and perished by the destroyer.
11Nowall these things happened to themby
way of example, and they were written for
our admonition, on whom the ends of the
ages have come. 12 Therefore let him who

thinks he stands be careful that he doesn’t
fall.

13 No temptation has taken you except
what is common to man. God is faithful,
whowill not allow you to be tempted above
what you are able, butwill with the tempta-
tion also make the way of escape, that you
may be able to endure it.

14Therefore, my beloved, flee from idola-
try. 15 I speak as to wise men. Judge what I
say. 16 The cup of blessing which we bless,
isn’t it a sharing of the blood of Christ? The
bread which we break, isn’t it a sharing of
the body of Christ? 17 Because there is one
loaf of bread, we, who are many, are one
body; for we all partake of the one loaf of
bread. 18 Consider Israel according to the
flesh. Don’t those who eat the sacrifices
participate in the altar?

19 What am I saying then? That a thing
sacrificed to idols is anything, or that an
idol is anything? 20But I say that the things
which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice
to demons and not to God, and I don’t de-
sire that you would have fellowship with
demons. 21 You can’t both drink the cup of
the Lord and the cup of demons. You can’t
both partake of the table of the Lord and of
the table of demons. 22 Or do we provoke
the Lord to jealousy? Are we stronger than
he?

23 “All things are lawful for me,” but not
all things are profitable. “All things are
lawful for me,” but not all things build up.
24 Let no one seek his own, but each one
his neighbor’s good. 25 Whatever is sold
in the butcher shop, eat, asking no ques-
tion for the sake of conscience, 26 for “the
earth is the Lord’s, and its fullness.”✡ 27But
if one of those who don’t believe invites
you to a meal, and you are inclined to go,
eat whatever is set before you, asking no
questions for the sake of conscience. 28But
if anyone says to you, “This was offered
to idols,” don’t eat it for the sake of the
one who told you, and for the sake of con-
science. For “the earth is the Lord’s, with all
its fullness.” 29 Conscience, I say, not your
own, but the other’s conscience. For why
ismy liberty judgedby another conscience?
30 If I partake with thankfulness, why am I
denounced for something I give thanks for?

31Whether therefore you eat or drink, or
whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.
32Give no occasion for stumbling, whether
to Jews, toGreeks, or to theassemblyofGod;
33 even as I also please all men in all things,
not seeking my own profit, but the profit of
themany, that theymay be saved.

* 9:20 NU adds: though I myself am not under the law ✡ 10:7 Exodus 32:6 * 10:9 NU reads “the Lord” instead
of “Christ”. ✡ 10:26 Psalms 24:1
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11
1 Be imitators of me, even as I also am of

Christ.
2Now I praise you, brothers, that you re-

member me in all things, and hold firm the
traditions, even as I delivered them to you.
3But I would have you know that the head*
of every man is Christ, and the head† of
the woman is man, and the head‡ of Christ
is God. 4 Every man praying or prophesy-
ing, having his head covered, dishonors his
head. 5But everywoman praying or proph-
esying with her head uncovered dishonors
her head. For it is one and the same thing
as if she were shaved. 6 For if a woman is
not covered, let her hair also be cut off. But
if it is shameful for a woman to have her
hair cut off or be shaved, let her be covered.
7 For a man indeed ought not to have his
head covered, because he is the image and
glory of God, but the woman is the glory of
the man. 8For man is not fromwoman, but
woman fromman; 9 formanwasn’t created
for the woman, but woman for the man.
10 For this cause the woman ought to have
authorityoverherownhead, becauseof the
angels.

11Nevertheless, neither is the woman in-
dependent of the man, nor the man inde-
pendent of the woman, in the Lord. 12 For
as woman came from man, so a man also
comes through a woman; but all things are
from God. 13 Judge for yourselves. Is it
appropriate that a woman pray to God un-
veiled? 14 Doesn’t even nature itself teach
you that if a man has long hair, it is a
dishonor to him? 15 But if a woman has
long hair, it is a glory to her, for her hair is
given toher for a covering. 16But if anyman
seems to be contentious, we have no such
custom, neither do God’s assemblies.

17But in giving you this command I don’t
praise you, because you come together not
for the better but for the worse. 18 For
first of all, when you come together in the
assembly, I hear that divisions exist among
you, and I partly believe it. 19For there also
must be factions amongyou, that thosewho
are approved may be revealed among you.
20When therefore you assemble yourselves
together, it is not the Lord’s supper that you
eat. 21 For in your eating each one takes
his own supper first. One is hungry, and
another is drunken. 22 What, don’t you
have houses to eat and to drink in? Or do
youdespiseGod’s assembly andput them to
shame who don’t have enough? What shall
I tell you? Shall I praise you? In this I don’t
praise you.

23For I received from the Lord thatwhich
also I delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus
on the night in which he was betrayed took
bread. 24 When he had given thanks, he
broke it and said, “Take, eat. This is my
body, which is broken for you. Do this
in memory of me.” 25 In the same way he
also took the cup after supper, saying, “This
cup is the new covenant inmy blood. Do
this, as often as youdrink, inmemory of
me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread
and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes.

27 Therefore whoever eats this bread or
drinks the Lord’s cup in a way unworthy of
the Lord will be guilty of the body and the
blood of the Lord. 28But let a man examine
himself, and so let him eat of the bread and
drink of the cup. 29 For he who eats and
drinks in an unworthy way eats and drinks
judgment to himself if he doesn’t discern
the Lord’s body. 30 For this cause many
among you are weak and sickly, and not a
few sleep. 31 For if we discerned ourselves,
we wouldn’t be judged. 32But when we are
judged, we are disciplined by the Lord, that
we may not be condemned with the world.
33 Therefore, my brothers, when you come
together to eat, wait for one another. 34But
if anyone is hungry, let himeat at home, lest
your coming together be for judgment. The
rest I will set in order whenever I come.

12
1Now concerning spiritual things, broth-

ers, I don’t want you to be ignorant. 2 You
know that when you were heathen,* you
were led away to thosemute idols, however
youmight be led. 3Therefore Imakeknown
to you that noman speaking by God’s Spirit
says, “Jesus is accursed.” No one can say,
“Jesus is Lord,” but by the Holy Spirit.

4Now there are various kinds of gifts, but
the same Spirit. 5 There are various kinds
of service, and the same Lord. 6 There are
various kinds of workings, but the same
God who works all things in all. 7 But to
each one is given the manifestation of the
Spirit for the profit of all. 8 For to one is
given through the Spirit the word of wis-
dom, and to another thewordof knowledge
according to the same Spirit, 9 to another
faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts
of healings by the same Spirit, 10 and to
another workings of miracles, and to an-
other prophecy, and to another discerning
of spirits, to another different kinds of lan-
guages, and to another the interpretation
of languages. 11 But the one and the same

* 11:3 or, origin † 11:3 or, origin ‡ 11:3 or, origin * 12:2 or Gentiles



1 Corinthians 12:12 1110 1 Corinthians 14:8

Spirit produces all of these, distributing to
each one separately as he desires.

12 For as the body is one and has many
members, and all the members of the body,
being many, are one body; so also is Christ.
13For in one Spiritwewere all baptized into
one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether
bond or free; and were all given to drink
into one Spirit.

14 For the body is not one member, but
many. 15 If the foot would say, “Because I’m
not the hand, I’m not part of the body,” it
is not therefore not part of the body. 16 If
the ear would say, “Because I’mnot the eye,
I’m not part of the body,” it’s not therefore
not part of the body. 17 If the whole body
were an eye, where would the hearing be?
If thewholewerehearing,wherewould the
smelling be? 18 But now God has set the
members, each one of them, in the body,
just as he desired. 19 If they were all one
member, where would the body be? 20 But
now they aremanymembers, but one body.
21 The eye can’t tell the hand, “I have no
need for you,” or again the head to the
feet, “I have no need for you.” 22No, much
rather, those members of the body which
seem to be weaker are necessary. 23 Those
parts of the body which we think to be less
honorable, on those we bestowmore abun-
dant honor; and our unpresentable parts
have more abundant modesty, 24while our
presentable parts have no such need. But
God composed the body together, giving
more abundant honor to the inferior part,
25 that there should be no division in the
body, but that the members should have
the same care for one another. 26 When
onemember suffers, all themembers suffer
with it. When one member is honored, all
the members rejoice with it.

27 Now you are the body of Christ, and
members individually. 28 God has set
some in the assembly: first apostles, sec-
ond prophets, third teachers, then miracle
workers, then gifts of healings, helps, gov-
ernments, and various kinds of languages.
29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are
all teachers? Are all miracle workers? 30Do
all have gifts of healings? Do all speak with
various languages? Do all interpret? 31But
earnestly desire the best gifts. Moreover, I
show amost excellent way to you.

13
1 If I speakwith the languages ofmen and

of angels, but don’t have love, I have be-
come sounding brass or a clanging cymbal.
2 If I have the gift of prophecy, and know all
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have

all faith, so as to remove mountains, but
don’t have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give
away all my goods to feed the poor, and if
I givemy body to be burned, but don’t have
love, it profits me nothing.

4 Love is patient and is kind. Love
doesn’t envy. Love doesn’t brag, is not
proud, 5 doesn’t behave itself inappropri-
ately, doesn’t seek its own way, is not pro-
voked, takes no account of evil; 6doesn’t re-
joice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with
the truth; 7 bears all things, believes all
things, hopes all things, and endures all
things.

8 Love never fails. But where there are
prophecies, they will be done away with.
Where there are various languages, they
will cease. Where there is knowledge, it
will be done away with. 9 For we know in
part and we prophesy in part; 10 but when
that which is complete has come, then that
which is partial will be done away with.
11 When I was a child, I spoke as a child,
I felt as a child, I thought as a child. Now
that I have become a man, I have put away
childish things. 12 For now we see in a
mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now
I know in part, but then I will know fully,
even as I was also fully known. 13 But now
faith, hope, and love remain—these three.
The greatest of these is love.

14
1 Follow after love and earnestly desire

spiritual gifts, but especially that you may
prophesy. 2 For he who speaks in another
language speaks not to men, but to God,
for no one understands, but in the Spirit he
speaks mysteries. 3 But he who prophesies
speaks to men for their edification, exhor-
tation, and consolation. 4 He who speaks
in another language edifies himself, but he
who prophesies edifies the assembly. 5Now
I desire to have you all speak with other
languages, but even more that you would
prophesy. For he is greater who prophesies
than he who speaks with other languages,
unless he interprets, that the assemblymay
be built up.

6 But now, brothers,* if I come to you
speakingwith other languages,whatwould
I profit you unless I speak to you either by
way of revelation, or of knowledge, or of
prophesying, or of teaching? 7Even lifeless
things that make a sound, whether pipe
or harp, if they didn’t give a distinction in
the sounds, how would it be known what
is piped or harped? 8 For if the trumpet

* 14:6 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters”
or “siblings.”
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gave an uncertain sound, who would pre-
pare himself for war? 9 So also you, unless
you uttered by the tongue words easy to
understand, howwould it beknownwhat is
spoken? For youwouldbe speaking into the
air. 10There are, itmay be, somany kinds of
languages in theworld, and none of them is
withoutmeaning. 11 If then I don’t know the
meaning of the language, I would be to him
who speaks a foreigner, and he who speaks
would be a foreigner to me. 12 So also you,
sinceyouarezealous for spiritual gifts, seek
that you may abound to the building up of
the assembly.

13 Therefore let him who speaks in an-
other language pray that he may interpret.
14For if Ipray inanother language,myspirit
prays, but my understanding is unfruitful.

15 What should I do? I will pray with
the spirit, and I will pray with the under-
standing also. I will sing with the spirit,
and I will sing with the understanding also.
16 Otherwise, if you bless with the spirit,
how will he who fills the place of the un-
learned say the “Amen” at your giving of
thanks, seeing he doesn’t know what you
say? 17 For you most certainly give thanks
well, but the other person is not built up. 18 I
thankmyGod, I speakwith other languages
more thanyouall. 19However, in theassem-
bly Iwould rather speakfivewordswithmy
understanding, that I might instruct others
also, than ten thousand words in another
language.

20Brothers, don’t be children in thoughts,
yet in malice be babies, but in thoughts
be mature. 21 In the law it is written, “By
men of strange languages and by the lips of
strangers I will speak to this people. They
won’t even listen to me that way, says the
Lord.”✡ 22 Therefore other languages are
for a sign, not to those who believe, but to
the unbelieving; but prophesying is for a
sign, not to the unbelieving, but to those
who believe. 23 If therefore the whole as-
sembly is assembled together and all speak
with other languages, and unlearned or un-
believing people come in, won’t they say
that you are crazy? 24 But if all proph-
esy, and someoneunbelievingorunlearned
comes in, he is reproved by all, and he is
judged by all. 25And thus the secrets of his
heart are revealed. So he will fall down
on his face andworship God, declaring that
God is among you indeed.

26 What is it then, brothers? When you
come together, each one of you has a psalm,
has a teaching, has a revelation, has an-
other language, or has an interpretation.
Let all thingsbedone tobuild eachotherup.

27 If any man speaks in another language,
let there be two, or at the most three, and
in turn; and let one interpret. 28But if there
is no interpreter, let him keep silent in the
assembly, and let him speak to himself and
to God. 29 Let two or three of the prophets
speak, and let the others discern. 30 But if
a revelation is made to another sitting by,
let the first keep silent. 31 For you all can
prophesy one by one, that allmay learn and
all may be exhorted. 32 The spirits of the
prophets are subject to the prophets, 33 for
God is not a God of confusion but of peace,
as in all the assemblies of the saints. 34 Let
the wives be quiet in the assemblies, for
it has not been permitted for them to be
talkingexcept in submission, as the lawalso
says,✡ 35 if they desire to learn anything.
“Let them ask their own husbands at home,
for it is shameful for a wife to be talking in
the assembly.” 36What!? Was it from you
that the word of God went out? Or did it
come to you alone?

37 If any man thinks himself to be a
prophet or spiritual, let him recognize the
thingswhich Iwrite to you, that theyare the
commandment of the Lord. 38But if anyone
is ignorant, let him be ignorant.

39Therefore, brothers, desire earnestly to
prophesy, and don’t forbid speaking with
other languages. 40 Let all things be done
decently and in order.

15
1Now I declare to you, brothers, the Good

News which I preached to you, which also
you received, in which you also stand, 2 by
which also you are saved, if you hold firmly
the word which I preached to you—unless
you believed in vain.

3 For I delivered to you first of all that
which I also received: that Christ died for
our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 that
he was buried, that he was raised on the
third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and
that he appeared to Cephas, then to the
twelve. 6 Then he appeared to over five
hundred brothers at once, most of whom
remainuntil now, but somehave also fallen
asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then
to all the apostles, 8 and last of all, as to the
child born at the wrong time, he appeared
to me also. 9 For I am the least of the
apostles, who is not worthy to be called an
apostle, because I persecuted the assembly
of God. 10But by the grace of God I amwhat
I am. His grace which was given to me was
not futile, but I worked more than all of
them; yet not I, but the grace of God which

✡ 14:21 Isaiah 28:11-12 ✡ 14:34 Deuteronomy 27:9
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was withme. 11Whether then it is I or they,
so we preach, and so you believed.

12 Now if Christ is preached, that he has
been raised from the dead, how do some
among you say that there is no resurrection
of the dead? 13 But if there is no resurrec-
tion of the dead, neither has Christ been
raised. 14 If Christ has not been raised,
then our preaching is in vain and your faith
also is in vain. 15 Yes, we are also found
false witnesses of God, because we testified
about God that he raised up Christ, whom
he didn’t raise up if it is true that the dead
are not raised. 16 For if the dead aren’t
raised, neither has Christ been raised. 17 If
Christ has not been raised, your faith is
vain; you are still in your sins. 18Then they
also who are fallen asleep in Christ have
perished. 19 If we have only hoped in Christ
in this life, we are of all menmost pitiable.

20 But now Christ has been raised from
the dead. He became the first fruit of those
who are asleep. 21 For since death came
by man, the resurrection of the dead also
came by man. 22 For as in Adam all die, so
also in Christ all will be made alive. 23 But
each in his ownorder: Christ the first fruits,
then those who are Christ’s at his coming.
24Then the end comes, when hewill deliver
up the Kingdom to God the Father, when he
will have abolished all rule and all author-
ity and power. 25For he must reign until he
hasput all his enemiesunderhis feet. 26The
last enemy that will be abolished is death.
27For, “Heput all things in subjection under
his feet.”✡ But when he says, “All things
are put in subjection”, it is evident that
he is excepted who subjected all things to
him. 28Whenall thingshavebeensubjected
to him, then the Son will also himself be
subjected to himwho subjected all things to
him, that Godmay be all in all.

29Or else what will they do who are bap-
tized for the dead? If the dead aren’t raised
at all, why then are they baptized for the
dead? 30Why do we also stand in jeopardy
every hour? 31 I affirm, by the boasting in
you which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord,
I die daily. 32 If I fought with animals at
Ephesus for human purposes, what does
it profit me? If the dead are not raised,
then “let’s eat and drink, for tomorrow we
die.”✡ 33 Don’t be deceived! “Evil compan-
ionships corrupt good morals.” 34Wake up
righteously and don’t sin, for some have no
knowledge of God. I say this to your shame.

35 But someone will say, “How are the
dead raised?” and, “Withwhat kind of body
do they come?” 36 You foolish one, that
which you yourself sow is not made alive
unless it dies. 37 That which you sow, you
don’t sow the body that will be, but a bare
grain, maybe of wheat, or of some other
kind. 38 But God gives it a body even as
it pleased him, and to each seed a body of
its own. 39 All flesh is not the same flesh,
but there is one flesh of men, another flesh
of animals, another of fish, and another
of birds. 40 There are also celestial bodies
and terrestrial bodies; but the glory of the
celestial differs from that of the terrestrial.
41 There is one glory of the sun, another
glory of the moon, and another glory of the
stars; for one star differs from another star
in glory.

42 So also is the resurrection of the dead.
The body is sown perishable; it is raised
imperishable. 43 It is sown in dishonor; it
is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness;
it is raised in power. 44 It is sown a natural
body; it is raised a spiritual body. There is
a natural body and there is also a spiritual
body.

45 So also it is written, “The first man
Adam became a living soul.” ✡ The
last Adam became a life-giving spirit.
46However, thatwhich is spiritual isn’t first,
but that which is natural, then that which
is spiritual. 47 The first man is of the earth,
made of dust. The second man is the Lord
from heaven. 48As is the one made of dust,
such are those who are also made of dust;
and as is the heavenly, such are they also
that are heavenly. 49As we have borne the
image of thosemade of dust, let’s* also bear
the image of the heavenly. 50Now I say this,
brothers,† that flesh and blood can’t inherit
God’sKingdom; neither does theperishable
inherit imperishable.

51 Behold,‡ I tell you a mystery. We will
not all sleep, butwewill all be changed, 52 in
amoment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the
last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound
and the dead will be raised incorruptible,
and we will be changed. 53 For this per-
ishable body must become imperishable,
and this mortal must put on immortality.
54 But when this perishable body will have
become imperishable, and this mortal will
have put on immortality, then what is writ-
ten will happen: “Death is swallowed up in
victory.”✡

✡ 15:27 Psalms 8:6 ✡ 15:32 Isaiah 22:13 ✡ 15:45 Genesis 2:7 * 15:49 NU, TR read “wewill” instead of “let’s”
† 15:50 Theword for “brothers” here andwhere context allowsmay also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters”
or “siblings.” ‡ 15:51 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an

interjection. ✡ 15:54 Isaiah 25:8 § 15:55 or, Hell ✡ 15:55 See Hosea 13:14
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55 “Death, where is your sting?
Hades,§ where is your victory?”✡

56The sting of death is sin, and the power
of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to
God, who gives us the victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ. 58Therefore, my beloved
brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always
abounding in the Lord’s work, because you
know that your labor is not in vain in the
Lord.

16
1 Now concerning the collection for the

saints: as I commanded the assemblies of
Galatia, youdo likewise. 2On thefirst day of
every week, let each one of you save as he
may prosper, that no collections are made
when I come. 3 When I arrive, I will send
whoever you approve with letters to carry
your gracious gift to Jerusalem. 4 If it is
appropriate for me to go also, they will go
withme.

5 I will come to you when I have passed
through Macedonia, for I am passing
through Macedonia. 6 But with you it may
be that I will stay with you, or even winter
with you, that you may send me on my
journey wherever I go. 7 For I do not wish
to see you now in passing, but I hope to stay
a while with you, if the Lord permits. 8But
I will stay at Ephesus until Pentecost, 9 for a
great and effective door has opened to me,
and there are many adversaries.

10 Now if Timothy comes, see that he is
with you without fear, for he does the work
of the Lord, as I also do. 11 Therefore let no
onedespisehim. But set him forwardonhis
journey in peace, that he may come to me;
for I expect himwith the brothers.

12Now concerning Apollos the brother, I
strongly urged him to come to you with the
brothers, but it was not at all his desire to
comenow; but hewill comewhenhehas an
opportunity.

13 Watch! Stand firm in the faith! Be
courageous! Be strong! 14 Let all that you
do be done in love.

15Now I beg you, brothers—you know the
house of Stephanas, that it is the first fruits
ofAchaia, and that theyhave set themselves
to serve the saints— 16 that you also be in
subjection to such, and to everyone who
helps in the work and labors. 17 I rejoice
at the coming of Stephanas, Fortunatus,
and Achaicus; for that which was lacking
on your part, they supplied. 18 For they
refreshed my spirit and yours. Therefore
acknowledge those who are like that.

19 The assemblies of Asia greet you.
Aquila and Priscilla greet you warmly in

the Lord, together with the assembly that is
in their house. 20All the brothers greet you.
Greet one another with a holy kiss.

21 This greeting is by me, Paul, with my
own hand. 22 If any man doesn’t love the
Lord Jesus Christ, let himbe cursed.* Come,
Lord!† 23 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ
bewith you. 24My love to all of you in Christ
Jesus. Amen.

* 16:22 Greek: anathema. † 16:22 Aramaic: Maranatha!
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Paul’s Second Letter to
the Corinthians

1Paul, an apostle of Christ* Jesus through
the will of God, and Timothy our brother,
to the assembly of God which is at Corinth,
with all the saints who are in the whole of
Achaia: 2Grace to you and peace from God
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father ofmercies and
God of all comfort, 4who comforts us in all
our affliction, that we may be able to com-
fort thosewho are in any affliction, through
the comfort with which we ourselves are
comforted by God. 5 For as the sufferings
of Christ abound to us, even so our com-
fort also abounds through Christ. 6 But if
we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and
salvation. If we are comforted, it is for your
comfort, which produces in you the patient
enduring of the same sufferings which we
also suffer. 7Our hope for you is steadfast,
knowing that, since youarepartakers of the
sufferings, so you are also of the comfort.

8 For we don’t desire to have you unin-
formed, brothers,† concerning our afflic-
tion which happened to us in Asia: that we
were weighed down exceedingly, beyond
our power, somuch that we despaired even
of life. 9 Yes, we ourselves have had the
sentence of deathwithin ourselves, that we
should not trust in ourselves, but in God
who raises the dead, 10 who delivered us
out of so great a death, and does deliver, on
whomwehave set ourhope thathewill also
still deliver us, 11 you also helping together
on our behalf by your supplication; that,
for the gift given to us by means of many,
thanks may be given by many persons on
your behalf.

12 For our boasting is this: the testimony
of our conscience that in holiness and sin-
cerity of God, not in fleshly wisdom but in
the grace of God, we behaved ourselves in
the world, and more abundantly toward
you. 13 For we write no other things to you
than what you read or even acknowledge,
and I hope you will acknowledge to the
end— 14 as also you acknowledged us in
part—that we are your boasting, even as
you also are ours, in the day of our Lord
Jesus.

15 In this confidence, I was determined
to come first to you, that you might have a
second benefit, 16 and by you to pass into
Macedonia, and again from Macedonia to

come to you, and to be sent forward by you
onmy journey to Judea. 17When I therefore
planned this, did I show fickleness? Or the
things that I plan, do I plan according to
the flesh, that with me there should be the
“Yes, yes” and the “No, no?” 18But as God is
faithful, our word toward you was not “Yes
and no.” 19 For the Son of God, Jesus Christ,
who was preached among you by us—by
me, Silvanus, and Timothy—was not “Yes
and no,” but in him is “Yes.” 20For however
many are the promises of God, in him is the
“Yes.” Therefore also through him is the
“Amen”, to the glory of God through us.

21Now he who establishes us with you in
Christ and anointed us is God, 22 who also
sealed us and gave us the down payment of
the Spirit in our hearts.

23 But I call God for a witness to my soul,
that to spare you, I didn’t come to Corinth.
24Wedon’t control your faith, but are fellow
workers with you for your joy. For you
stand firm in faith.

2
1 But I determined this for myself, that

I would not come to you again in sorrow.
2 For if I make you grieve, then who will
makeme glad but he who is made to grieve
byme? 3And I wrote this very thing to you,
so thatwhen I came, Iwouldn’t have sorrow
from them of whom I ought to rejoice; hav-
ing confidence in you all that my joy would
be shared by all of you. 4 For out of much
affliction and anguish of heart I wrote to
youwithmany tears, not that you should be
made togrieve, but that youmightknowthe
love that I have so abundantly for you.

5 But if any has caused sorrow, he has
caused sorrow not to me, but in part (that I
not press too heavily) to you all. 6This pun-
ishment which was inflicted by the many
is sufficient for such a one; 7 so that, on
the contrary, you should rather forgive him
and comfort him, lest by any means such
a one should be swallowed up with his ex-
cessive sorrow. 8 Therefore I beg you to
confirm your love toward him. 9 For to
this end I also wrote, that I might know the
proof of you, whether you are obedient in
all things. 10Now I also forgive whomever
you forgive anything. For if indeed I have
forgiven anything, I have forgiven that one
for your sakes in the presence of Christ,
11 that no advantage may be gained over
us by Satan, for we are not ignorant of his
schemes.

12 Now when I came to Troas for the
Good News of Christ, and when a door was

* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 1:8 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be
correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”
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opened to me in the Lord, 13 I had no relief
for my spirit, because I didn’t find Titus my
brother, but takingmy leave of them, Iwent
out into Macedonia.

14Nowthanksbe toGodwhoalways leads
us in triumph inChrist, and reveals through
us the sweet aroma of his knowledge in
every place. 15 For we are a sweet aroma
of Christ to God in those who are saved and
in those who perish: 16 to the one a stench
from death to death, to the other a sweet
aroma from life to life. Who is sufficient
for these things? 17 For we are not as so
many, peddling the word of God. But as of
sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God,
we speak in Christ.

3
1 Are we beginning again to commend

ourselves? Or do we need, as do some,
letters of commendation to you or from
you? 2 You are our letter, written in our
hearts, known and read by all men, 3 being
revealed that you are a letter of Christ,
served by us, written not with ink, but with
the Spirit of the living God; not in tablets of
stone, but in tablets that are hearts of flesh.

4Such confidencewehave throughChrist
toward God, 5 not that we are sufficient
of ourselves to account anything as from
ourselves; but our sufficiency is from God,
6who also made us sufficient as servants of
a new covenant, not of the letter but of the
Spirit. For the letterkills, but theSpirit gives
life.

7 But if the service of death, written en-
graved on stones, came with glory, so that
the children of Israel could not look stead-
fastly on the face of Moses for the glory of
his face, which was passing away, 8 won’t
service of the Spirit be with much more
glory? 9 For if the service of condemnation
has glory, the service of righteousness ex-
ceeds much more in glory. 10 For most cer-
tainly that which has been made glorious
has not been made glorious in this respect,
by reason of the glory that surpasses. 11For
if that which passes away was with glory,
muchmore that which remains is in glory.

12Having therefore such a hope, we use
great boldness of speech, 13 and not as
Moses, who put a veil on his face so that the
children of Israel wouldn’t look steadfastly
on the end of that which was passing away.
14 But their minds were hardened, for un-
til this very day at the reading of the old
covenant the same veil remains, because
in Christ it passes away. 15 But to this day,
when Moses is read, a veil lies on their
heart. 16 But whenever someone turns to

the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17Now the
Lord is theSpirit; andwhere theSpirit of the
Lord is, there is liberty. 18 But we all, with
unveiled face seeing the glory of the Lord as
in a mirror, are transformed into the same
image from glory to glory, even as from the
Lord, the Spirit.

4
1Therefore, seeingwe have thisministry,

even as we obtained mercy, we don’t faint.
2But we have renounced the hidden things
of shame, notwalking in craftinessnorhan-
dling the word of God deceitfully, but by
themanifestation of the truth commending
ourselves to every man’s conscience in the
sight of God. 3 Even if our Good News is
veiled, it is veiled in those who are dying,
4 in whom the god of this world has blinded
the minds of the unbelieving, that the light
of the Good News of the glory of Christ,
who is the image of God, should not dawn
on them. 5 For we don’t preach ourselves,
but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as
your servants for Jesus’ sake, 6 seeing it
is God who said, “Light will shine out of
darkness,”✡who has shone in our hearts to
give the light of the knowledge of the glory
of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

7Butwehave this treasure in clay vessels,
that the exceeding greatness of the power
may be of God and not fromourselves. 8We
are pressed on every side, yet not crushed;
perplexed, yet not to despair; 9 pursued,
yet not forsaken; struck down, yet not de-
stroyed; 10 always carrying in the body the
putting to death of the Lord Jesus, that the
life of Jesus may also be revealed in our
body. 11 For we who live are always deliv-
ered to death for Jesus’ sake, that the life
also of Jesus may be revealed in our mortal
flesh. 12 So then death works in us, but life
in you.

13 But having the same spirit of faith, ac-
cording to thatwhich iswritten, “I believed,
and therefore I spoke.”✡ We also believe,
and therefore we also speak, 14 knowing
that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise
us also with Jesus, and will present us with
you. 15 For all things are for your sakes,
that the grace, being multiplied through
the many, may cause the thanksgiving to
abound to the glory of God.

16 Therefore we don’t faint, but though
our outward person is decaying, yet our
inwardperson is reneweddaybyday. 17For
our light affliction, which is for the mo-
ment, works for us more and more exceed-
ingly an eternal weight of glory, 18while we
don’t look at the things which are seen, but

✡ 4:6 Genesis 1:3 ✡ 4:13 Psalms 116:10
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at the things which are not seen. For the
thingswhich are seen are temporal, but the
things which are not seen are eternal.

5
1 For we know that if the earthly house

of our tent is dissolved, we have a building
from God, a house not made with hands,
eternal, in the heavens. 2Formost certainly
in this we groan, longing to be clothed with
our habitation which is from heaven, 3 if
indeed being clothed, we will not be found
naked. 4 For indeed we who are in this
tent do groan, being burdened, not that we
desire to be unclothed, but that we desire
to be clothed, that what is mortal may be
swallowed up by life. 5Now he who made
us for this very thing is God, who also gave
to us the down payment of the Spirit.

6 Therefore we are always confident and
know that while we are at home in the
body, we are absent from the Lord; 7 for
we walk by faith, not by sight. 8 We are
courageous, I say, and are willing rather to
be absent from the body and to be at home
with the Lord. 9 Therefore also we make
it our aim, whether at home or absent, to
be well pleasing to him. 10 For we must
all be revealed before the judgment seat of
Christ that each one may receive the things
in the body according to what he has done,
whether good or bad.

11Knowing therefore the fear of the Lord,
we persuade men, but we are revealed to
God, and I hope that we are revealed also
in your consciences. 12 For we are not
commending ourselves to you again, but
speak as giving you occasion of boasting on
our behalf, that you may have something
to answer those who boast in appearance
and not in heart. 13 For if we are beside
ourselves, it is for God. Or if we are of sober
mind, it is for you. 14 For the love of Christ
compels us; because we judge thus: that
one died for all, therefore all died. 15 He
died for all, that those who live should no
longer live to themselves, but to him who
for their sakes died and rose again.

16 Therefore we know no one according
to the flesh from now on. Even though
we have known Christ according to the
flesh, yet now we know him so no more.
17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a
new creation. The old things have passed
away. Behold,* all things have becomenew.
18 But all things are of God, who recon-
ciled us to himself through Jesus Christ, and
gave to us the ministry of reconciliation;

19 namely, that God was in Christ reconcil-
ing the world to himself, not reckoning to
them their trespasses, and having commit-
ted to us the word of reconciliation.

20 We are therefore ambassadors on be-
half of Christ, as though God were entreat-
ing by us: we beg you on behalf of Christ, be
reconciled to God. 21 For him who knew no
sin he made to be sin on our behalf, so that
in him we might become the righteousness
of God.

6
1 Working together, we entreat also that

you do not receive the grace of God in vain.
2For he says,
“At an acceptable time I listened to you.
In a day of salvation I helped you.”✡
Behold, now is the acceptable time. Be-

hold, now is the day of salvation. 3We give
no occasion of stumbling in anything, that
our service may not be blamed, 4 but in
everything commending ourselves as ser-
vants of God: in great endurance, in afflic-
tions, in hardships, in distresses, 5 in beat-
ings, in imprisonments, in riots, in labors,
in watchings, in fastings, 6 in pureness, in
knowledge, in perseverance, in kindness,
in the Holy Spirit, in sincere love, 7 in the
word of truth, in the power of God, by the
armor of righteousness on the right hand
and on the left, 8 by glory and dishonor, by
evil report and good report, as deceivers
and yet true, 9 as unknown and yet well
known, as dying and behold—we live, as
punished and not killed, 10as sorrowful yet
always rejoicing, as poor yet making many
rich, as having nothing and yet possessing
all things.

11Ourmouth is open to you, Corinthians.
Our heart is enlarged. 12 You are not re-
strictedbyus, but youare restrictedbyyour
ownaffections. 13Now in return—I speak as
to my children—you also open your hearts.

14 Don’t be unequally yoked with unbe-
lievers, for what fellowship do righteous-
ness and iniquity have? Orwhat fellowship
does light have with darkness? 15 What
agreement does Christ have with Belial?
Or what portion does a believer have with
an unbeliever? 16What agreement does a
temple of God have with idols? For you are
a temple of the livingGod. EvenasGod said,
“Iwill dwell in themandwalk in them. Iwill
be their God and they will be my people.”✡
17Therefore
“ ‘Come out from among them,

and be separate,’ says the Lord.
‘Touch no unclean thing.

* 5:17 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
✡ 6:2 Isaiah 49:8 ✡ 6:16 Leviticus 26:12; Jeremiah 32:38; Ezekiel 37:27 ✡ 6:17 Isaiah 52:11; Ezekiel 20:34,41
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I will receive you.✡
18 I will be to you a Father.

You will be to me sons and daughters,’
says the Lord Almighty.”✡

7
1 Having therefore these promises,

beloved, let’s cleanse ourselves from all
defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting
holiness in the fear of God.

2 Open your hearts to us. We wronged
no one. We corrupted no one. We took
advantage of no one. 3 I say this not to
condemn you, for I have said before that
youare inourhearts todie togetherand live
together. 4 Great is my boldness of speech
toward you. Great is my boasting on your
behalf. I am filled with comfort. I overflow
with joy in all our affliction.

5 For even when we had come into Mace-
donia, our flesh had no relief, but we were
afflicted on every side. Fightings were out-
side. Fear was inside. 6 Nevertheless, he
who comforts the lowly, God, comforted us
by the coming of Titus, 7 and not by his
coming only, but also by the comfort with
which he was comforted in you while he
told us of your longing, yourmourning, and
yourzeal forme, so that I rejoicedstillmore.

8 For though I grieved you with my letter,
I do not regret it, though I did regret it. For I
see that my letter made you grieve, though
just for awhile. 9 I now rejoice, not that you
were grieved, but that you were grieved
to repentance. For you were grieved in a
godly way, that you might suffer loss by us
innothing. 10For godly sorrowproduces re-
pentance leading to salvation,whichbrings
no regret. But the sorrow of the world pro-
duces death. 11For behold, this same thing,
that you were grieved in a godly way, what
earnest care it worked in you. Yes, what
defense, indignation, fear, longing, zeal,
and vindication! In everything you demon-
strated yourselves to be pure in the matter.
12 So although I wrote to you, I wrote not
for his cause that did the wrong, nor for his
cause that suffered thewrong, but that your
earnest care for usmight be revealed in you
in the sight of God. 13 Therefore we have
beencomforted. Inour comfortwe rejoiced
themoreexceedingly for the joyofTitus, be-
cause his spirit has been refreshed by you
all. 14 For if in anything I have boasted to
him on your behalf, I was not disappointed.
But as we spoke all things to you in truth,
so our glorying also which I made before
Titus was found to be truth. 15His affection
is more abundantly toward you, while he
remembers all of your obedience, howwith

fear and trembling you received him. 16 I
rejoice that in everything I am confident
concerning you.

8
1 Moreover, brothers, we make known

to you the grace of God which has been
given in theassemblies ofMacedonia, 2how
in a severe ordeal of affliction, the abun-
dance of their joy and their deep poverty
abounded to the riches of their generosity.
3 For according to their power, I testify,
yes and beyond their power, they gave of
their own accord, 4 begging us with much
entreaty to receive this grace and the fel-
lowship in the service to the saints. 5 This
was not as we had expected, but first they
gave their own selves to the Lord, and to us
through thewill of God. 6Soweurged Titus,
that as he had made a beginning before, so
he would also complete in you this grace.
7But as you abound in everything—in faith,
utterance, knowledge, all earnestness, and
in your love to us—see that you also abound
in this grace.

8 I speak not by way of commandment,
but as proving through the earnestness
of others the sincerity also of your love.
9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that though hewas rich, yet for your
sakes he became poor, that you through his
poverty might become rich. 10 I give advice
in this: it is expedient for you who were
the first to start a year ago, not only to do,
but also to be willing. 11 But now com-
plete the doing also, that as there was the
readiness to be willing, so there may be the
completion also out of your ability. 12 For
if the readiness is there, it is acceptable
according to what you have, not according
towhat youdon’t have. 13For this is not that
others may be eased and you distressed,
14 but for equality. Your abundance at this
present time supplies their lack, that their
abundance also may become a supply for
your lack, that there may be equality. 15As
it is written, “He who gathered much had
nothing left over, andhewho gathered little
had no lack.”✡

16 But thanks be to God, who puts the
same earnest care for you into the heart of
Titus. 17 For he indeed accepted our exhor-
tation, but being himself very earnest, he
went out to you of his own accord. 18 We
have sent together with him the brother
whose praise in the Good News is known
throughout all the assemblies. 19 Not only
so, but he was also appointed by the as-
semblies to travel with us in this grace,
which is served by us to the glory of the

✡ 6:18 2 Samuel 7:14; 7:8 ✡ 8:15 Exodus 16:18
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Lord himself, and to show our readiness.
20Weareavoiding this, that anymanshould
blameus concerning this abundancewhich
is administered by us. 21Having regard for
honorable things, not only in the sight of the
Lord, but also in the sight of men. 22 We
have sent with them our brother whomwe
have many times proved earnest in many
things, but now much more earnest, by
reasonof the great confidencewhichhehas
in you. 23As for Titus, he is my partner and
fellow worker for you. As for our brothers,
they are the apostles of the assemblies, the
glory of Christ. 24Therefore show the proof
of your love to them before the assemblies,
and of our boasting on your behalf.

9
1 It is indeed unnecessary for me to write

to you concerning the service to the saints,
2 for I knowyour readiness, ofwhich I boast
on your behalf to those of Macedonia, that
Achaia has been prepared for the past year.
Your zeal has stirred up verymany of them.
3 But I have sent the brothers so that our
boasting on your behalf may not be in vain
in this respect, that, just as I said, you may
be prepared, 4 lest by any means, if anyone
from Macedonia comes there with me and
finds you unprepared, we (to say nothing
of you) would be disappointed in this con-
fident boasting. 5 I thought it necessary
therefore to entreat the brothers that they
would go before to you and arrange ahead
of time the generous gift that you promised
before, that the same might be ready as a
matter of generosity, and not of greediness.

6Remember this: he who sows sparingly
will also reap sparingly. Hewho sowsboun-
tifully will also reap bountifully. 7 Let each
mangiveaccordingashehasdetermined in
his heart, not grudgingly or under compul-
sion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And
God is able to make all grace abound to
you, that you, always having all sufficiency
in everything, may abound to every good
work. 9As it is written,
“He has scattered abroad. He has given to

the poor.
His righteousness remains forever.”✡

10 Now may he who supplies seed to the
sower and bread for food, supply and mul-
tiply your seed for sowing, and increase
the fruits of your righteousness, 11 you be-
ing enriched in everything for all generos-
ity, which produces thanksgiving to God
through us. 12For this service of giving that
you perform not only makes up for lack
among the saints, but abounds also through
much giving of thanks to God, 13 seeing that
through theproof givenby this service, they

glorify God for the obedience of your con-
fession to the Good News of Christ and for
the generosity of your contribution to them
and to all, 14 while they themselves also,
with supplication on your behalf, yearn for
youby reason of the exceeding grace of God
in you. 15 Now thanks be to God for his
unspeakable gift!

10
1 Now I Paul, myself, entreat you by the

humility and gentleness of Christ, I who in
your presence am lowly among you, but
being absent am bold toward you. 2 Yes, I
beg you that I may not, when present, show
courage with the confidence with which I
intend to be bold against some, who con-
sider us to be walking according to the
flesh. 3 For though we walk in the flesh,
we don’t wage war according to the flesh;
4 for the weapons of our warfare are not
of the flesh, but mighty before God to the
throwing down of strongholds, 5 throwing
down imaginations and every high thing
that is exaltedagainst theknowledgeofGod
and bringing every thought into captivity
to the obedience of Christ, 6 and being in
readiness to avenge all disobedience when
your obedience is made full.

7Doyou lookat thingsonlyas theyappear
in front of your face? If anyone trusts in
himself that he is Christ’s, let him consider
this again with himself, that even as he is
Christ’s, so we also are Christ’s. 8 For even
if I boast somewhat abundantly concern-
ing our authority, which the Lord gave for
building you up and not for casting you
down, I will not be ashamed, 9 that I may
not seem as if I desire to terrify you by my
letters. 10 For, “His letters”, they say, “are
weighty and strong, but his bodily presence
is weak, and his speech is despised.” 11 Let
such a person consider this, that what we
are in word by letters when we are absent,
such are we also in deed when we are
present.

12 For we are not bold to number or
compare ourselves with some of those who
commend themselves. But they them-
selves, measuring themselves by them-
selves, and comparing themselves with
themselves, are without understanding.
13But we will not boast beyond proper lim-
its, but within the boundaries with which
God appointed to us, which reach even to
you. 14 For we don’t stretch ourselves too
much, as though we didn’t reach to you.
For we came even as far as to you with
the Good News of Christ, 15 not boasting
beyond proper limits in othermen’s labors,
but having hope that as your faith grows,

✡ 9:9 Psalms 112:9
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we will be abundantly enlarged by you in
our sphere of influence, 16 so as to preach
the Good News even to the parts beyond
you, not to boast in what someone else has
already done. 17 But “he who boasts, let
him boast in the Lord.”✡ 18 For it isn’t he
who commends himself who is approved,
but whom the Lord commends.

11
1 I wish that you would bear with me

in a little foolishness, but indeed you do
bear with me. 2 For I am jealous over you
with a godly jealousy. For I promised you
in marriage to one husband, that I might
present youas apure virgin to Christ. 3But I
am afraid that somehow, as the serpent de-
ceived Eve in his craftiness, so your minds
might be corrupted from the simplicity that
is in Christ. 4 For if he who comes preaches
another Jesus whom we didn’t preach, or
if you receive a different spirit which you
didn’t receive, or a different “good news”
which you didn’t accept, you put up with
that well enough. 5 For I reckon that I am
notat all behind theverybest apostles. 6But
though I am unskilled in speech, yet I am
not unskilled in knowledge. No, in every
way we have been revealed to you in all
things.

7 Or did I commit a sin in humbling my-
self that you might be exalted, because I
preached to you God’s Good News free of
charge? 8 I robbed other assemblies, taking
wages from them that I might serve you.
9When I was present with you and was in
need, I wasn’t a burden on anyone, for the
brothers,when they came fromMacedonia,
supplied themeasure ofmy need. In every-
thing I keptmyself frombeing burdensome
to you, and I will continue to do so. 10As the
truth of Christ is in me, no one will stop me
from this boasting in the regions of Achaia.
11 Why? Because I don’t love you? God
knows.

12Butwhat I do, that I will continue to do,
that I may cut off opportunity from those
who desire an opportunity, that in which
they boast, theymay be recognized just like
us. 13 For such men are false apostles, de-
ceitful workers, masquerading as Christ’s
apostles. 14And no wonder, for even Satan
masquerades as an angel of light. 15 It is
no great thing therefore if his servants also
masquerade as servants of righteousness,
whose endwill be according to theirworks.

16 I say again, let no one think me foolish.
But if so, yet receivemeas foolish, that I also
may boast a little. 17 That which I speak, I
don’t speak according to the Lord, but as in
foolishness, in this confidence of boasting.

18 Seeing that many boast after the flesh, I
will also boast. 19 For you bear with the
foolish gladly, being wise. 20 For you bear
with a man if he brings you into bondage,
if he devours you, if he takes you captive,
if he exalts himself, or if he strikes you on
the face. 21To my shame, I speak as though
we had been weak. Yet in whatever way
anyone is bold (I speak in foolishness), I am
bold also. 22 Are they Hebrews? So am I.
Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they the
offspring* of Abraham? So am I. 23Are they
servants of Christ? (I speak as one beside
himself.) I am more so: in labors more
abundantly, in prisons more abundantly,
in stripes above measure, and in deaths
often. 24 Five times I received forty stripes
minus one from the Jews. 25 Three times I
was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned.
Three times I suffered shipwreck. I have
been a night and a day in the deep. 26 I
have been in travels often, perils of rivers,
perils of robbers, perils from my country-
men, perils from the Gentiles, perils in the
city, perils in the wilderness, perils in the
sea, perils among false brothers; 27 in labor
and travail, in watchings often, in hunger
and thirst, in fastings often, and in cold and
nakedness.

28 Besides those things that are outside,
there is that which presses on me daily:
anxiety for all the assemblies. 29 Who is
weak, and I am not weak? Who is caused to
stumble, and I don’t burnwith indignation?

30 If I must boast, I will boast of the things
that concern my weakness. 31 The God and
Father of the Lord Jesus Christ, he who is
blessed forever more, knows that I don’t
lie. 32 In Damascus the governor under
King Aretas guarded the Damascenes’ city,
desiring to arrest me. 33 I was let down in a
basket through a window by the wall, and
escaped his hands.

12
1 It is doubtless not profitable for me to

boast, but I will come to visions and revela-
tions of the Lord. 2 I know a man in Christ
who was caught up into the third heaven
fourteen years ago—whether in the body,
I don’t know, or whether out of the body,
I don’t know; God knows. 3 I know such
a man (whether in the body, or outside of
the body, I don’t know; God knows), 4 how
he was caught up into Paradise and heard
unspeakable words, which it is not lawful
for a man to utter. 5On behalf of such a one
I will boast, but onmy own behalf I will not
boast, except in my weaknesses. 6 For if I
would desire to boast, I will not be foolish;

✡ 10:17 Jeremiah 9:24 * 11:22 or, seed
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for I will speak the truth. But I refrain, so
that no man may think more of me than
that which he sees in me or hears fromme.
7 By reason of the exceeding greatness of
the revelations, that I should not be exalted
excessively, a thorn in the flesh was given
to me: a messenger of Satan to torment
me, that I should not be exalted excessively.
8 Concerning this thing, I begged the Lord
three times that it might depart from me.
9Hehas said tome, “Mygrace is sufficient
for you, for my power is made perfect
in weakness.” Most gladly therefore I will
rather glory in my weaknesses, that the
power of Christ may rest onme.

10 Therefore I take pleasure in weak-
nesses, in injuries, in necessities, in perse-
cutions, and in distresses, for Christ’s sake.
For when I am weak, then am I strong.
11 I have become foolish in boasting. You
compelledme, for I ought tohavebeencom-
mended by you, for I am in no way inferior
to the very best apostles, though I am noth-
ing. 12 Truly the signs of an apostle were
worked among you in all perseverance, in
signsandwondersandmightyworks. 13For
what is there in which you were made in-
ferior to the rest of the assemblies, unless
it is that I myself was not a burden to you?
Forgiveme this wrong!

14Behold, this is the third time I am ready
to come to you, and I will not be a burden
to you; for I seek not your possessions, but
you. For the children ought not to save
up for the parents, but the parents for the
children. 15 I will most gladly spend and
be spent for your souls. If I love you more
abundantly, am I loved the less? 16Even so,
I myself didn’t burden you. But you might
say that being crafty, I caught you with
deception. 17Did I take advantage of you by
anyone of those whom I have sent to you?
18 I exhorted Titus, and I sent the brother
with him. Did Titus take any advantage of
you? Didn’t we walk in the same spirit?
Didn’t we walk in the same steps?

19Again, do you think that we are excus-
ing ourselves to you? In the sight of God
we speak in Christ. But all things, beloved,
are for your edifying. 20For I am afraid that
perhaps when I come, I might find you not
theway Iwant to, and that Imight be found
by you as you don’t desire, that perhaps
there would be strife, jealousy, outbursts
of anger, factions, slander, whisperings,
proud thoughts, or riots, 21 that again when
I come my God would humble me before
you, and I would mourn for many of those
who have sinned before now, and not re-
pented of the uncleanness, sexual immoral-

ity, and lustfulness which they committed.

13
1This is the third time I amcoming to you.

“At the mouth of two or three witnesses
shall every word be established.”✡ 2 I have
warned previously, and I warn again, as
when Iwaspresent the second time, sonow,
being absent, I write to those who have
sinned before now and to all the rest that if
I come again, I will not spare, 3 seeing that
you seek a proof of Christ who speaks in
mewho is not weak, but is powerful in you.
4 For he was crucified through weakness,
yet he lives through the power of God. For
we also are weak in him, but we will live
with him through the power of God toward
you.

5 Examine your own selves, whether you
are in the faith. Test your own selves. Or
don’t you know about your own selves, that
Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you
are disqualified. 6 But I hope that you will
know that we aren’t disqualified.

7 Now I pray to God that you do no evil;
not that we may appear approved, but that
youmaydo thatwhich is honorable, though
we may seem to have failed. 8 For we can
do nothing against the truth, but for the
truth. 9 For we rejoice when we are weak
and you are strong. We also pray for this:
your becoming perfect. 10 For this cause I
write these things while absent, that I may
notdeal sharplywhenpresent, according to
the authority which the Lord gave me for
building up and not for tearing down.

11Finally, brothers, rejoice! Be perfected.
Be comforted. Be of the samemind. Live in
peace, and theGod of love andpeacewill be
with you. 12Greet one another with a holy
kiss.

13All the saints greet you.
14Thegraceof theLord JesusChrist, God’s

love, and the fellowshipof theHolySpirit be
with you all. Amen.

✡ 13:1 Deuteronomy 19:15
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Paul’s Letter to the
Galatians

1 Paul, an apostle—not from men, nor
through man, but through Jesus Christ,*
and God the Father, who raised him from
the dead— 2 and all the brothers† who
are with me, to the assemblies of Galatia:
3 Grace to you and peace from God the Fa-
ther and our Lord Jesus Christ, 4who gave
himself for our sins, that he might deliver
us out of this present evil age, according to
the will of our God and Father— 5 to whom
be the glory forever and ever. Amen.

6 I marvel that you are so quickly desert-
inghimwhocalledyou in thegraceofChrist
to a different “good news”, 7 but there isn’t
another “good news.” Only there are some
who trouble you and want to pervert the
Good News of Christ. 8But even though we,
or an angel from heaven, should preach to
you any “good news” other than that which
we preached to you, let him be cursed. 9As
we have said before, so I now say again: if
any man preaches to you any “good news”
other than that which you received, let him
be cursed.

10For am I now seeking the favor of men,
or of God? Or am I striving to please men?
For if Iwere still pleasingmen, Iwouldn’t be
a servant of Christ.

11 But I make known to you, broth-
ers, concerning the Good News which was
preached by me, that it is not according to
man. 12For I didn’t receive it fromman, nor
was I taught it, but it came to me through
revelation of Jesus Christ. 13 For you have
heard ofmyway of living in time past in the
Jews’ religion, how that beyond measure I
persecuted the assembly of God and rav-
aged it. 14 I advanced in the Jews’ religion
beyond many of my own age among my
countrymen, being more exceedingly zeal-
ous for the traditions of my fathers. 15 But
when it was the good pleasure of God, who
separatedme frommymother’s womb and
called me through his grace, 16 to reveal his
Son in me, that I might preach him among
the Gentiles, I didn’t immediately confer
with flesh and blood, 17 nor did I go up
to Jerusalem to those who were apostles
before me, but I went away into Arabia.
Then I returned to Damascus.

18 Then after three years I went up to
Jerusalem to visit Peter, and stayed with

him fifteen days. 19 But of the other apos-
tles I saw no one except James, the Lord’s
brother. 20 Now about the things which I
write to you, behold,‡ before God, I’m not
lying. 21Then I came to the regions of Syria
and Cilicia. 22 I was still unknown by face
to the assemblies of Judea which were in
Christ, 23but they only heard, “Hewho once
persecuted us now preaches the faith that
he once tried to destroy.” 24So they glorified
God inme.

2
1 Then after a period of fourteen years I

went up again to Jerusalemwith Barnabas,
taking Titus also with me. 2 I went up by
revelation, and I laid before them the Good
News which I preach among the Gentiles,
but privately before those who were re-
spected, for fear that I might be running, or
had run, in vain. 3 But not even Titus, who
waswithme, being a Greek, was compelled
to be circumcised. 4Thiswas because of the
falsebrothers secretlybrought in,whostole
in to spy out our liberty which we have in
Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into
bondage, 5 to whomwe gave no place in the
way of subjection, not for an hour, that the
truthof theGoodNewsmight continuewith
you. 6 But from those who were reputed
to be important—whatever they were, it
makes no difference to me; God doesn’t
show partiality to man—they, I say, who
were respected imparted nothing to me,
7 but to the contrary, when they saw that
I had been entrusted with the Good News
for the uncircumcised, even as Peter with
the Good News for the circumcised— 8 for
he who worked through Peter in the apos-
tleship with the circumcised also worked
through me with the Gentiles— 9 and when
they perceived the grace that was given to
me, James and Cephas and John, those who
were reputed tobepillars, gave toBarnabas
and me the right hand of fellowship, that
we should go to the Gentiles, and they to
the circumcision. 10 They only asked us to
remember thepoor—whichvery thing Iwas
also zealous to do.

11 But when Peter came to Antioch, I re-
sisted him to his face, because he stood
condemned. 12 For before some people
came from James, he ate with the Gentiles.
But when they came, he drew back and
separated himself, fearing those who were
of the circumcision. 13 And the rest of the
Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that
even Barnabaswas carried awaywith their

* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 1:2 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be
correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ‡ 1:20 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice,
observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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hypocrisy. 14 But when I saw that they
didn’t walk uprightly according to the truth
of the Good News, I said to Peter before
them all, “If you, being a Jew, live as the
Gentiles do, and not as the Jews do, why do
you compel the Gentiles to live as the Jews
do?

15 “We, being Jews by nature and not
Gentile sinners, 16 yet knowing that a man
is not justified by the works of the law
but through faith in Jesus Christ, even we
believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be
justified by faith in Christ and not by the
works of the law, because no flesh will be
justified by the works of the law. 17 But if
while we sought to be justified in Christ, we
ourselves also were found sinners, is Christ
a servant of sin? Certainly not! 18 For if
I build up again those things which I de-
stroyed, I provemyself a law-breaker. 19For
I through the law died to the law, that I
might live to God. 20 I have been crucified
with Christ, and it is no longer I who live,
but Christ lives inme. That life which I now
live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son
of God, who loved me and gave himself up
for me. 21 I don’t reject the grace of God.
For if righteousness is through the law, then
Christ died for nothing!”

3
1 Foolish Galatians, who has bewitched

younot toobey the truth, beforewhoseeyes
Jesus Christ was openly portrayed among
you as crucified? 2 I just want to learn this
from you: Did you receive the Spirit by the
works of the law, or by hearing of faith?
3 Are you so foolish? Having begun in the
Spirit, are you now completed in the flesh?
4 Did you suffer so many things in vain, if
it is indeed in vain? 5 He therefore who
supplies the Spirit to you and doesmiracles
among you, does he do it by the works of
the law, or by hearing of faith? 6 Even so,
Abraham “believedGod, and itwas counted
to him for righteousness.”✡ 7 Know there-
fore that those who are of faith are chil-
dren of Abraham. 8 The Scripture, foresee-
ing that God would justify the Gentiles by
faith, preached the Good News beforehand
to Abraham, saying, “In you all the nations
will beblessed.”✡ 9So then, thosewhoareof
faith are blessedwith the faithful Abraham.

10 For as many as are of the works of the
law are under a curse. For it is written,
“Cursed is everyone who doesn’t continue
in all things that are written in the book
of the law, to do them.”✡ 11 Now that no

man is justifiedby the lawbeforeGod is evi-
dent, for, “The righteous will live by faith.”✡
12The law is not of faith, but, “Themanwho
does themwill live by them.”✡

13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of
the law, having become a curse for us. For
it iswritten, “Cursed is everyonewhohangs
on a tree,”✡ 14 that the blessing of Abraham
might come on the Gentiles through Christ
Jesus, that we might receive the promise of
the Spirit through faith.

15 Brothers, speaking of human terms,
though it is onlyaman’s covenant, yetwhen
it has been confirmed, no onemakes it void
or adds to it. 16Now the promises were spo-
ken to Abraham and to his offspring.* He
doesn’t say, “To descendants†”, as of many,
but as of one, “To your offspring”,✡ which
is Christ. 17 Now I say this: A covenant
confirmed beforehand by God in Christ,
the law, which came four hundred thirty
years after, does not annul, so as to make
the promise of no effect. 18 For if the in-
heritance is of the law, it is no more of
promise; butGodhas granted it toAbraham
by promise.

19Thenwhy is there the law? Itwasadded
because of transgressions, until the off-
spring should come to whom the promise
has been made. It was ordained through
angels by the hand of a mediator. 20Now a
mediator isnotbetweenone, butGod isone.

21 Is the law then against the promises of
God? Certainly not! For if there had been
a law given which could make alive, most
certainly righteousnesswouldhave been of
the law. 22But the Scripture imprisoned all
things under sin, that the promise by faith
in Jesus Christ might be given to those who
believe.

23 But before faith came, we were kept
in custody under the law, confined for the
faith which should afterwards be revealed.
24 So that the law has become our tutor to
bring us to Christ, thatwemight be justified
by faith. 25But now that faith has come, we
are no longer under a tutor. 26 For you are
all children of God, through faith in Christ
Jesus. 27 For as many of you as were bap-
tized intoChrist haveput onChrist. 28There
is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither
slave nor free man, there is neither male
nor female; for you are all one in Christ
Jesus. 29 If you are Christ’s, then you are
Abraham’s offspring and heirs according to
promise.

✡ 3:6 Genesis 15:6 ✡ 3:8 Genesis 12:3; 18:18; 22:18 ✡ 3:10 Deuteronomy27:26 ✡ 3:11 Habakkuk 2:4 ✡ 3:12

Leviticus 18:5 ✡ 3:13 Deuteronomy 21:23 * 3:16 or, seed † 3:16 or, seeds ✡ 3:16 Genesis 12:7; 13:15; 24:7
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4
1 But I say that so long as the heir is a

child, he is no different from a bondser-
vant, though he is lord of all, 2 but is under
guardians and stewards until the day ap-
pointed by the father. 3Sowe also, whenwe
were children, were held in bondage under
the elemental principles of the world. 4But
when the fullness of the time came, God
sent out his Son, born to a woman, born
under the law, 5 that hemight redeem those
who were under the law, that we might
receive the adoption as children. 6 And
because you are children, God sent out the
Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying,
“Abba,* Father!” 7 So you are no longer a
bondservant, but a son; and if a son, then
an heir of God through Christ.

8However at that time, not knowing God,
you were in bondage to those who by na-
ture are not gods. 9 But now that you have
come to know God, or rather to be known
by God, why do you turn back again to the
weak and miserable elemental principles,
to which you desire to be in bondage all
over again? 10 You observe days, months,
seasons, and years. 11 I am afraid for you,
that I might have wastedmy labor for you.

12 I beg you, brothers, become as I am, for
I also have become as you are. You did me
no wrong, 13 but you know that because of
weakness in the flesh I preached the Good
News to you the first time. 14 That which
was a temptation to you in my flesh, you
didn’t despise nor reject; but you received
me as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus.

15 What was the blessing you enjoyed?
For I testify to you that, if possible, you
would have plucked out your eyes and
given them tome. 16So then, have I become
yourenemyby tellingyou the truth? 17They
zealously seek you in no goodway. No, they
desire to alienate you, that you may seek
them. 18But it is always good to be zealous
in a good cause, and not only when I am
present with you.

19My little children, of whom I am again
in travail until Christ is formed in you—
20 but I could wish to be present with you
now, and to change my tone, for I am per-
plexed about you.

21 Tell me, you that desire to be under
the law, don’t you listen to the law? 22 For
it is written that Abraham had two sons,
one by the servant, and one by the free
woman. 23However, the son by the servant
was born according to the flesh, but the
son by the free woman was born through

promise. 24 These things contain an alle-
gory, for these are two covenants. One
is from Mount Sinai, bearing children to
bondage, which is Hagar. 25 For this Hagar
is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and answers to
the Jerusalem that exists now, for she is
in bondage with her children. 26 But the
Jerusalem that is above is free, which is the
mother of us all. 27For it is written,
“Rejoice, you barren who don’t bear.

Break out and shout, you who don’t
travail.

For the desolate women have more
children than her who has a hus-
band.” ✡

28 Now we, brothers, as Isaac was, are
children of promise. 29But as then, he who
was born according to the flesh persecuted
him who was born according to the Spirit,
so also it is now. 30However, what does the
Scripture say? “Throw out the servant and
her son, for the son of the servant will not
inherit with the son of the free woman.”✡
31 So then, brothers, we are not children of
a servant, but of the free woman.

5
1 Stand firm therefore in the liberty by

which Christ hasmade us free, and don’t be
entangled again with a yoke of bondage.

2 Behold, I, Paul, tell you that if you re-
ceive circumcision, Christ will profit you
nothing. 3 Yes, I testify again to every
man who receives circumcision that he is
a debtor to do the whole law. 4 You are
alienated from Christ, you who desire to be
justified by the law. You have fallen away
from grace. 5 For we through the Spirit,
by faith wait for the hope of righteousness.
6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision
nor uncircumcision amounts to anything,
but faith working through love.

7 You were running well! Who inter-
feredwith you that you should not obey the
truth? 8 This persuasion is not from him
who calls you. 9A little yeast grows through
the whole lump. 10 I have confidence to-
ward you in the Lord that you will think no
other way. But he who troubles you will
bear his judgment, whoever he is.

11 But I, brothers, if I still preach circum-
cision, why am I still persecuted? Then
the stumbling block of the cross has been
removed. 12 I wish that those who disturb
you would cut themselves off.

13 For you, brothers, were called for free-
dom. Only don’t use your freedom as an
opportunity for the flesh, but through love
be servants to one another. 14 For the

* 4:6 Abba is a Greek spelling for the Aramaic word for “Father” or “Daddy” used in a familiar, respectful, and loving
way. ✡ 4:27 Isaiah 54:1 ✡ 4:30 Genesis 21:10 ✡ 5:14 Leviticus 19:18
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whole law is fulfilled in one word, in this:
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”✡
15 But if you bite and devour one another,
be careful that you don’t consume one an-
other.

16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you
won’t fulfill the lust of the flesh. 17 For the
flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit
against the flesh; and these are contrary
to one another, that you may not do the
things that you desire. 18 But if you are led
by the Spirit, you are not under the law.
19 Now the deeds of the flesh are obvious,
which are: adultery, sexual immorality,
uncleanness, lustfulness, 20 idolatry, sor-
cery, hatred, strife, jealousies, outbursts of
anger, rivalries, divisions, heresies, 21 envy,
murders, drunkenness, orgies, and things
like these; of which I forewarn you, even
as I also forewarned you, that those who
practice such things will not inherit God’s
Kingdom.

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith,*
23gentleness, and self-control. Against such
things there is no law. 24Those who belong
to Christ have crucified the flesh with its
passions and lusts.

25 If we live by the Spirit, let’s also walk
by the Spirit. 26Let’s not become conceited,
provoking one another, and envying one
another.

6
1Brothers, even if aman is caught in some

fault, you who are spiritual must restore
such a one in a spirit of gentleness, looking
to yourself so that you also aren’t tempted.
2 Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill
the law of Christ. 3 For if a man thinks
himself tobe somethingwhenhe isnothing,
he deceives himself. 4 But let each man
examine his own work, and then he will
have reason to boast in himself, and not in
someone else. 5 For each man will bear his
own burden.

6 But let him who is taught in the word
share all good thingswith himwho teaches.

7 Don’t be deceived. God is not mocked,
for whatever a man sows, that he will also
reap. 8 For he who sows to his own flesh
will from the flesh reap corruption. But he
who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit
reap eternal life. 9 Let’s not be weary in
doing good, for we will reap in due season
if we don’t give up. 10 So then, as we have
opportunity, let’s dowhat is good toward all
men, and especially toward those who are
of the household of the faith.

11 See with what large letters I write to
you with my own hand. 12 As many as

desire to make a good impression in the
flesh compel you to be circumcised, just so
they may not be persecuted for the cross of
Christ. 13For even theywhoreceive circum-
cision don’t keep the law themselves, but
they desire to have you circumcised, so that
theymay boast in your flesh. 14But far be it
from me to boast except in the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world
has been crucified tome, and I to theworld.
15For in Christ Jesus neither is circumcision
anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new
creation. 16 As many as walk by this rule,
peace and mercy be on them, and on God’s
Israel.

17 From now on, let no one cause me any
trouble, for I bear the marks of the Lord
Jesus branded onmy body.

18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with your spirit, brothers. Amen.

* 5:22 or, faithfulness
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Paul’s Letter to the
Ephesians

1Paul, an apostle of Christ* Jesus through
thewill of God, to the saintswho are at Eph-
esus, and the faithful inChrist Jesus: 2Grace
to you and peace from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ.

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly
places in Christ, 4even as he chose us in him
before the foundation of the world, that we
would be holy and without defect before
him in love, 5 having predestined us for
adoptionas children through JesusChrist to
himself, according to the good pleasure of
his desire, 6 to the praise of the glory of his
grace, by which he freely gave us favor in
the Beloved. 7 In him we have our redemp-
tion through his blood, the forgiveness of
our trespasses, according to the richesofhis
grace 8 which he made to abound toward
us in all wisdom and prudence, 9 making
known to us themystery of his will, accord-
ing to his good pleasurewhich he purposed
inhim 10 toanadministrationof the fullness
of the times, to sum up all things in Christ,
the things in the heavens and the things on
the earth, in him. 11We were also assigned
an inheritance in him, having been foreor-
dainedaccording to thepurposeofhimwho
does all things after the counsel of his will,
12 to the end that we should be to the praise
of his glory, we who had before hoped in
Christ. 13 In him you also, having heard the
word of the truth, the Good News of your
salvation—in whom, having also believed,
you were sealed with the promised Holy
Spirit, 14who is a pledge of our inheritance,
to the redemption of God’s own possession,
to the praise of his glory.

15 For this cause I also, having heard of
the faith in the Lord Jesus which is among
you and the lovewhich you have toward all
the saints, 16 don’t cease to give thanks for
you, making mention of you in my prayers,
17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge
of him, 18 having the eyes of your hearts†
enlightened, that youmay knowwhat is the
hope of his calling, and what are the riches
of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,
19andwhat is the exceeding greatness of his
power toward us who believe, according to
that working of the strength of his might
20whichheworked inChristwhenheraised

him from the dead and made him to sit at
his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far
above all rule, authority, power, dominion,
and every name that is named, not only in
this age, but also in that which is to come.
22He put all things in subjection under his
feet, and gave him to be head over all things
for the assembly, 23 which is his body, the
fullness of himwho fills all in all.

2
1 You were made alive when you were

dead in transgressions and sins, 2 in which
you once walked according to the course of
this world, according to the prince of the
power of the air, the spirit who now works
in the childrenofdisobedience. 3Wealsoall
once lived among them in the lusts of our
flesh, doing the desires of the flesh and of
the mind, and were by nature children of
wrath, even as the rest. 4 But God, being
rich in mercy, for his great love with which
he loved us, 5 even when we were dead
through our trespasses, made us alive to-
gether with Christ—by grace you have been
saved— 6 and raised us up with him, and
made us to sit with him in the heavenly
places in Christ Jesus, 7 that in the ages to
come he might show the exceeding riches
of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ
Jesus; 8 for by grace you have been saved
through faith, and that not of yourselves; it
is the gift of God, 9not of works, that no one
would boast. 10 For we are his workman-
ship, created in Christ Jesus for goodworks,
which God prepared before that we would
walk in them.

11Therefore remember that once you, the
Gentiles in the flesh, who are called “un-
circumcision” by that which is called “cir-
cumcision” (in the flesh, made by hands),
12 that you were at that time separate from
Christ, alienated from the commonwealth
of Israel, and strangers from the covenants
of the promise, having nohope andwithout
God in the world. 13But now in Christ Jesus
youwho oncewere far off aremade near in
the blood of Christ. 14 For he is our peace,
who made both one, and broke down the
middle wall of separation, 15 having abol-
ished in his flesh the hostility, the law of
commandments contained in ordinances,
that he might create in himself one new
man of the two, making peace, 16andmight
reconcile them both in one body to God
through thecross, havingkilled thehostility
through it. 17He came and preached peace
to you who were far off and to those who
were near. 18For throughhimweboth have
our access in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So

* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 1:18 TR reads “understanding” instead of “hearts”
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then you are no longer strangers and for-
eigners, but you are fellow citizenswith the
saints and of the household of God, 20being
built on the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the
chief cornerstone; 21 in whom the whole
building, fitted together, grows into a holy
temple in the Lord; 22 in whom you also are
built together for a habitation of God in the
Spirit.

3
1For this cause I, Paul, am the prisoner of

Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles, 2 if it
is so that you have heard of the administra-
tion of that grace of God which was given
me toward you, 3 how that by revelation
the mystery was made known to me, as
I wrote before in few words, 4 by which,
whenyou read, you canperceivemyunder-
standing in the mystery of Christ, 5 which
in other generations was not made known
to the children of men, as it has now been
revealed to his holy apostles and prophets
in the Spirit, 6 that the Gentiles are fellow
heirs and fellow members of the body, and
fellow partakers of his promise in Christ Je-
sus through theGoodNews, 7ofwhich Iwas
made a servant according to the gift of that
grace of Godwhichwas givenmeaccording
to the working of his power. 8 To me, the
very least of all saints, was this grace given,
to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable
riches of Christ, 9 and to make all men see
what is the administration* of the mystery
which for ageshasbeenhidden inGod,who
created all things through Jesus Christ, 10 to
the intent that now through the assembly
themanifoldwisdomofGodmight bemade
known to the principalities and the powers
in the heavenly places, 11 according to the
eternal purpose which he accomplished in
Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 In him we have
boldness and access in confidence through
our faith in him. 13Therefore I ask that you
may not lose heart at my troubles for you,
which are your glory.

14For this cause, I bowmyknees to the Fa-
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 fromwhom
every family in heaven and on earth is
named, 16 that he would grant you, accord-
ing to the riches of his glory, that you may
be strengthened with power through his
Spirit in the inner person, 17 that Christmay
dwell in your hearts through faith, to the
end that you, being rooted and grounded
in love, 18may be strengthened to compre-
hend with all the saints what is the width
and length and height and depth, 19 and to

know Christ’s love which surpasses knowl-
edge, that you may be filled with all the
fullness of God.

20 Now to him who is able to do exceed-
ingly abundantly above all that we ask or
think, according to the power that works in
us, 21 to him be the glory in the assembly
and in Christ Jesus to all generations, for-
ever and ever. Amen.

4
1 I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord,

beg you to walk worthily of the calling with
which you were called, 2with all lowliness
and humility, with patience, bearing with
one another in love, 3 being eager to keep
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
4 There is one body and one Spirit, even as
you also were called in one hope of your
calling, 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism,
6 one God and Father of all, who is over all
and through all and in us all. 7 But to each
one of us, the grace was given according to
themeasure of the gift of Christ. 8Therefore
he says,
“When he ascended on high,

he led captivity captive,
and gave gifts to people.”✡

9 Now this, “He ascended”, what is it but
that he also first descended into the lower
parts of the earth? 10He who descended is
the onewho also ascended far above all the
heavens, that hemight fill all things.

11He gave some to be apostles; and some,
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some,
shepherds* and teachers; 12 for the perfect-
ing of the saints, to the work of serving,
to the building up of the body of Christ,
13 until we all attain to the unity of the
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of
God, to a full grownman, to the measure of
the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14 that
we may no longer be children, tossed back
and forth and carried about with every
wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men,
in craftiness, after the wiles of error; 15 but
speaking truth in love, we may grow up in
all things into him who is the head, Christ,
16 from whom all the body, being fitted
and knit together through that which every
joint supplies, according to the working in
measure of each individual part, makes the
body increase to the building up of itself in
love.

17 This I say therefore, and testify in the
Lord, that you no longer walk as the rest
of the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of
their mind, 18 being darkened in their un-
derstanding, alienated from the life of God
because of the ignorance that is in them,

* 3:9 TR reads “fellowship” instead of “administration” ✡ 4:8 Psalms 68:18 * 4:11 or, pastors
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because of the hardening of their hearts.
19They, having become callous, gave them-
selves up to lust, to work all uncleanness
with greediness. 20 But you didn’t learn
Christ that way, 21 if indeed you heard him
and were taught in him, even as truth is
in Jesus: 22 that you put away, as concern-
ing your former way of life, the old man
that grows corrupt after the lusts of deceit,
23 and that you be renewed in the spirit of
yourmind, 24and put on the newman, who
in the likeness of God has been created in
righteousness and holiness of truth.

25 Therefore, putting away falsehood,
speak truth each one with his neighbor, for
we are members of one another. 26 “Be
angry, and don’t sin.”✡ Don’t let the sun
go down on your wrath, 27 and don’t give
place† to the devil. 28 Let him who stole
steal no more; but rather let him labor,
producingwith his hands something that is
good, that he may have something to give
to him who has need. 29 Let no corrupt
speech proceed out of yourmouth, but only
what is good for building others up as the
needmay be, that it may give grace to those
who hear. 30Don’t grieve the Holy Spirit of
God, in whom you were sealed for the day
of redemption. 31 Let all bitterness, wrath,
anger, outcry, and slander be put away
from you, with all malice. 32And be kind to
one another, tender hearted, forgiving each
other, just as God also in Christ forgave you.

5
1 Be therefore imitators of God, as

beloved children. 2 Walk in love, even as
Christ also loved us and gave himself up for
us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a
sweet-smelling fragrance.

3 But sexual immorality, and all unclean-
ness or covetousness, let it not evenbemen-
tioned among you, as becomes saints; 4nor
filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting,
which are not appropriate, but rather giv-
ing of thanks.

5 Know this for sure, that no sexually
immoral person, nor unclean person, nor
covetous man (who is an idolater), has any
inheritance in the Kingdom of Christ and
God.

6 Let no one deceive you with empty
words, forbecauseof these things thewrath
of God comes on the children of disobedi-
ence. 7 Therefore don’t be partakers with
them. 8 For you were once darkness, but
are now light in the Lord. Walk as children
of light, 9 for the fruit of the Spirit is in
all goodness and righteousness and truth,
10provingwhat is well pleasing to the Lord.

11 Have no fellowship with the unfruitful
deeds of darkness, but rather even reprove
them. 12 For it is a shame even to speak of
the thingswhicharedoneby them in secret.
13 But all things, when they are reproved,
are revealed by the light, for everything
that reveals is light. 14 Therefore he says,
“Awake, you who sleep, and arise from the
dead, and Christ will shine on you.”

15 Therefore watch carefully how
you walk, not as unwise, but as wise,
16 redeeming the time, because the days
are evil. 17 Therefore, don’t be foolish,
but understand what the will of the Lord
is. 18 Don’t be drunken with wine, in
which is dissipation, but be filled with
the Spirit, 19 speaking to one another in
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs; singing
and making melody in your heart to the
Lord; 20 giving thanks always concerning
all things in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ to God, even the Father; 21 subjecting
yourselves to one another in the fear of
Christ.

22 Wives, be subject to your own hus-
bands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband
is the head of the wife, as Christ also is
the head of the assembly, being himself the
savior of the body. 24But as the assembly is
subject to Christ, so let the wives also be to
their own husbands in everything.

25 Husbands, love your wives, even as
Christ also loved the assembly and gave
himself up for her, 26 that he might sanctify
her, having cleansed her by the washing
of water with the word, 27 that he might
present the assembly to himself gloriously,
not having spot or wrinkle or any such
thing, but that she should be holy andwith-
out defect. 28 Even so husbands also ought
to love their ownwives as their ownbodies.
He who loves his own wife loves himself.
29 For no man ever hated his own flesh,
but nourishes and cherishes it, even as the
Lord also does the assembly, 30 because we
are members of his body, of his flesh and
bones. 31 “For this cause a man will leave
his father and mother and will be joined
to his wife. Then the two will become
one flesh.”✡ 32 This mystery is great, but I
speak concerning Christ and the assembly.
33 Nevertheless each of you must also love
his own wife even as himself; and let the
wife see that she respects her husband.

6
1Children, obey your parents in the Lord,

for this is right. 2 “Honor your father and
mother,” which is the first commandment

✡ 4:26 Psalms 4:4 † 4:27 or, opportunity ✡ 5:31 Genesis 2:24 ✡ 6:3 Deuteronomy 5:16



Ephesians 6:3 1128 Ephesians 6:24

with a promise: 3 “that it may be well with
you, and youmay live long on the earth.” ✡

4You fathers, don’t provokeyourchildren
towrath, but nurture them in the discipline
and instruction of the Lord.

5 Servants, be obedient to those who ac-
cording to the flesh are your masters, with
fear and trembling, in singleness of your
heart, as to Christ, 6 not in the way of ser-
vice only when eyes are on you, as men
pleasers, but as servants of Christ, doing the
will of God from the heart, 7with good will
doing service as to the Lord and not tomen,
8 knowing that whatever good thing each
one does, he will receive the same good
again from the Lord, whether he is bound
or free.

9Youmasters, do the same things to them,
and give up threatening, knowing that he
who is both their Master and yours is in
heaven, and there is no partiality with him.

10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in
the strength of his might. 11 Put on the
whole armor of God, that you may be able
to stand against thewiles of the devil. 12For
ourwrestling is not against flesh and blood,
but against the principalities, against the
powers, against the world’s rulers of the
darkness of this age, and against the spir-
itual forces of wickedness in the heavenly
places. 13Thereforeput on thewhole armor
of God, that youmaybe able towithstand in
the evil day, and having done all, to stand.
14 Stand therefore, having the utility belt
of truth buckled around your waist, and
having put on the breastplate of righteous-
ness, 15 and having fitted your feet with
the preparation of the Good News of peace,
16 above all, taking up the shield of faith,
with which you will be able to quench all
the fiery darts of the evil one. 17 And take
the helmet of salvation, and the sword of
the Spirit, which is theword* ofGod; 18with
all prayer and requests, praying at all times
in the Spirit, and being watchful to this
end in all perseverance and requests for all
the saints. 19 Pray for me, that utterance
may be given to me in opening my mouth,
to make known with boldness the mystery
of the Good News, 20 for which I am an
ambassador in chains; that in it Imay speak
boldly, as I ought to speak.

21 But that you also may know my af-
fairs, how I amdoing, Tychicus, the beloved
brother and faithful servant in the Lord,
will make known to you all things. 22 I have
sent him to you for this very purpose, that
you may know our state and that he may
comfort your hearts.

23Peace be to the brothers, and love with
faith, from God the Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ. 24Grace be with all those who
love our Lord Jesus Christ with incorrupt-
ible love. Amen.

* 6:17 from the Greek “ῥῆμα” (rhema), whichmeans “spoken word”
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Paul’s Letter to the
Philippians

1 Paul and Timothy, servants of Jesus
Christ,* to all the saints in Christ Jesus who
are at Philippi, with the overseers† and ser-
vants:‡ 2 Grace to you and peace from God
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

3 I thank my God whenever I remember
you, 4 always in every request of mine on
behalf of you all, making my requests with
joy, 5 for your partnership§ in furtherance
of the Good News from the first day until
now; 6 being confident of this very thing,
that he who began a good work in you will
complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.
7 It is even right for me to think this way
on behalf of all of you, because I have you
in my heart, because both in my bonds
and in the defense and confirmation of the
Good News, you all are partakers with me
of grace. 8 For God is my witness, how I
long after all of you in the tendermercies of
Christ Jesus.

9 This I pray, that your love may abound
yet more and more in knowledge and all
discernment, 10 so that you may approve
the things that are excellent, that you may
be sincere andwithout offense to the day of
Christ, 11being filled with the fruits of righ-
teousness which are through Jesus Christ,
to the glory and praise of God.

12Now I desire to have you know, broth-
ers,* that the things which happened to me
have turned out rather to the progress of
the Good News, 13 so that it became evident
to the whole palace† guard, and to all the
rest, that my bonds are in Christ, 14 and
that most of the brothers in the Lord, be-
ing confident through my bonds, are more
abundantly bold to speak the word of God
without fear. 15 Some indeed preach Christ
even out of envy and strife, and some also
out of good will. 16 The former insincerely
preach Christ from selfish ambition, think-
ing that they add affliction to my chains;
17 but the latter out of love, knowing that I
am appointed for the defense of the Good
News.

18What does it matter? Only that in ev-
ery way, whether in pretense or in truth,
Christ is proclaimed. I rejoice in this, yes,
and will rejoice. 19 For I know that this
will turn out to my salvation through your
prayers and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus

Christ, 20 according to my earnest expecta-
tion and hope, that I will in no way be dis-
appointed, but with all boldness, as always,
now also Christ will be magnified in my
body, whether by life or by death. 21 For to
me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22But
if I live on in the flesh, this will bring fruit
frommy work; yet I don’t know what I will
choose. 23 But I am hard pressed between
the two, having the desire to depart and be
with Christ, which is far better. 24 Yet to
remain in the flesh ismore needful for your
sake. 25Having this confidence, I know that
I will remain, yes, and remain with you all
for your progress and joy in the faith, 26 that
your boasting‡ may abound in Christ Jesus
inme throughmy presencewith you again.

27 Only let your way of life be worthy
of the Good News of Christ, that whether
I come and see you or am absent, I may
hear of your state, that you stand firm in
one spirit, with one soul striving for the
faith of the Good News; 28 and in nothing
frightened by the adversaries, which is for
them a proof of destruction, but to you of
salvation, and that from God. 29 Because it
has been granted to you on behalf of Christ,
not only to believe in him, but also to suffer
on his behalf, 30 having the same conflict
which you saw inmeandnowhear is inme.

2
1 If therefore there is any exhortation in

Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fel-
lowship of the Spirit, if any tender mercies
andcompassion, 2makemy joy full bybeing
like-minded, having the same love, being of
one accord, of one mind; 3 doing nothing
through rivalry or through conceit, but in
humility, each counting others better than
himself; 4 each of you not just looking to
his own things, but each of you also to the
things of others.

5Have this in your mind, which was also
in Christ Jesus, 6who, existing in the form
of God, didn’t consider equality with God a
thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself,
taking the form of a servant, being made
in the likeness of men. 8 And being found
in human form, he humbled himself, be-
coming obedient to the point of death, yes,
the death of the cross. 9Therefore God also
highly exalted him, and gave to him the
name which is above every name, 10 that at
thenameof Jesus everyknee shouldbow, of
those in heaven, those on earth, and those
under the earth, 11 and that every tongue

* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 1:1 or, superintendents, or bishops ‡ 1:1 Or, deacons § 1:5 The
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should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to
the glory of God the Father.

12 So then, my beloved, even as you have
always obeyed, not only in my presence,
but now much more in my absence, work
out your own salvation with fear and trem-
bling. 13For it is Godwhoworks in you both
to will and to work for his good pleasure.

14Do all things without complaining and
arguing, 15 that you may become blameless
and harmless, children of God without de-
fect in themiddle of a crooked andperverse
generation, among whom you are seen as
lights in the world, 16 holding up the word
of life, that Imayhave something toboast in
the day of Christ that I didn’t run in vainnor
labor in vain. 17Yes, and if I am poured out
on the sacrifice and service of your faith,
I am glad and rejoice with you all. 18 In
the same way, you also should be glad and
rejoice withme.

19 But I hope in the Lord Jesus to send
Timothy to you soon, that I also may be
cheered up when I know how you are do-
ing. 20 For I have no one else like-minded,
who will truly care about you. 21 For they
all seek their own, not the things of Jesus
Christ. 22 But you know that he has proved
himself. As a child serves a father, so he
served with me in furtherance of the Good
News. 23 Therefore I hope to send him at
once, as soon as I see how itwill gowithme.
24 But I trust in the Lord that I myself also
will come shortly.

25But I thought it necessary to send to you
Epaphroditus, my brother, fellow worker,
fellow soldier, and your apostle and servant
of my need, 26 since he longed for you all,
and was very troubled because you had
heard that he was sick. 27 For indeed he
was sicknearly todeath, butGodhadmercy
on him, and not on him only, but on me
also, that I might not have sorrow on sor-
row. 28 I have sent him therefore the more
diligently, thatwhenyou seehimagain, you
may rejoice, and that I may be the less sor-
rowful. 29Receivehim therefore in theLord
with all joy, and hold such people in honor,
30 because for the work of Christ he came
near to death, risking his life to supply that
which was lacking in your service toward
me.

3
1Finally,my brothers, rejoice in the Lord!

To write the same things to you, to me in-
deed is not tiresome, but for you it is safe.

2 Beware of the dogs; beware of the evil
workers; beware of the false circumcision.
3Forwe are the circumcision, whoworship
God in the Spirit, and rejoice in Christ Je-
sus, and have no confidence in the flesh;

4 though I myself might have confidence
even in the flesh. If any other man thinks
that he has confidence in the flesh, I yet
more: 5 circumcised the eighth day, of the
stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a
Hebrew of Hebrews; concerning the law,
a Pharisee; 6 concerning zeal, persecuting
the assembly; concerning the righteous-
ness which is in the law, found blameless.

7 However, I consider those things that
were gain to me as a loss for Christ. 8 Yes
most certainly, and I count all things to be a
loss for the excellency of the knowledge of
Christ Jesus, my Lord, for whom I suffered
the loss of all things, and count them noth-
ing but refuse, that I may gain Christ 9 and
be found inhim, not having a righteousness
of my own, that which is of the law, but
that which is through faith in Christ, the
righteousness which is from God by faith,
10 that I may know him and the power
of his resurrection, and the fellowship of
his sufferings, becoming conformed to his
death, 11 if by anymeans I may attain to the
resurrection from the dead. 12 Not that I
have already obtained, or amalreadymade
perfect; but I press on, that I may take hold
of that for which also I was taken hold of by
Christ Jesus.

13 Brothers, I don’t regard myself as yet
having taken hold, but one thing I do: for-
getting the things which are behind and
stretching forward to the things which are
before, 14 I press on toward the goal for the
prize of the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus. 15 Let us therefore, as many as are
perfect, think this way. If in anything you
think otherwise, God will also reveal that
to you. 16 Nevertheless, to the extent that
we have already attained, let’s walk by the
same rule. Let’s be of the samemind.

17 Brothers, be imitators together of me,
and note those who walk this way, even as
you have us for an example. 18 For many
walk, of whom I told you often, and now
tell you evenweeping, as the enemies of the
cross of Christ, 19whose end is destruction,
whose god is the belly, and whose glory
is in their shame, who think about earthly
things. 20 For our citizenship is in heaven,
from where we also wait for a Savior, the
Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will change the
body of our humiliation to be conformed
to the body of his glory, according to the
working bywhich he is able even to subject
all things to himself.

4
1 Therefore, my brothers, beloved and

longed for, my joy and crown, stand firm in
the Lord in this way, my beloved.
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2 I exhort Euodia, and I exhort Syntyche,
to think the same way in the Lord. 3 Yes,
I beg you also, true partner, help these
women, for they labored with me in the
Good News with Clement also, and the rest
of my fellow workers, whose names are in
the book of life.

4 Rejoice in the Lord always! Again I
will say, “Rejoice!” 5 Let your gentleness
be known to all men. The Lord is at hand.
6 In nothing be anxious, but in everything,
by prayer and petition with thanksgiving,
let your requests be made known to God.
7And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and
your thoughts in Christ Jesus.

8 Finally, brothers, whatever things are
true, whatever things are honorable, what-
ever things are just, whatever things are
pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever
things are of good report: if there is any
virtue and if there is anything worthy of
praise, think about these things. 9 Do the
things which you learned, received, heard,
and saw inme, and the God of peacewill be
with you.

10 But I rejoice in the Lord greatly that
now at length you have revived your
thought for me; in which you did indeed
take thought, but you lacked opportunity.
11 Not that I speak because of lack, for I
have learned in whatever state I am, to be
content in it. 12 I know how to be humbled,
and I also know how to abound. In any and
all circumstances I have learned the secret
both to be filled and to be hungry, both to
abound and to be in need. 13 I can do all
things through Christ who strengthens me.
14However you did well that you shared in
my affliction. 15 You yourselves also know,
you Philippians, that in the beginning of
the Good News, when I departed from
Macedonia, no assembly shared with me
in the matter of giving and receiving but
you only. 16 For even in Thessalonica you
sent once and again to my need. 17Not that
I seek for the gift, but I seek for the fruit
that increases to your account. 18But I have
all things and abound. I am filled, having
received from Epaphroditus the things that
came fromyou, a sweet-smelling fragrance,
an acceptable andwell-pleasing sacrifice to
God. 19 My God will supply every need of
yours according to his riches in glory in
Christ Jesus. 20Now to our God and Father
be the glory forever and ever! Amen.

21 Greet every saint in Christ Jesus. The
brothers who are with me greet you. 22All
the saints greet you, especially those who
are of Caesar’s household.

23 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be
with you all. Amen.
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Paul’s Letter to the
Colossians

1Paul, an apostle of Christ* Jesus through
the will of God, and Timothy our brother,
2 to the saints and faithful brothers† in
Christ at Colossae: Grace to you and peace
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

3We give thanks to God the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you,
4 having heard of your faith in Christ Jesus
and of the love which you have toward all
the saints, 5 because of the hope which is
laid up for you in the heavens, ofwhich you
heard before in the word of the truth of the
Good News 6which has come to you, even
as it is in all the world and is bearing fruit
and growing, as it does in youalso, since the
day youheard and knew the grace of God in
truth, 7 even as you learned from Epaphras
ourbeloved fellowservant,who is a faithful
servant of Christ on your‡behalf, 8whoalso
declared to us your love in the Spirit.

9For this cause, we also, since the day we
heard this, don’t cease praying and making
requests for you, that you may be filled
with the knowledge of his will in all spiri-
tualwisdomandunderstanding, 10 that you
may walk worthily of the Lord, to please
him in all respects, bearing fruit in every
good work and increasing in the knowl-
edge of God, 11 strengthenedwith all power,
according to the might of his glory, for
all endurance and perseverance with joy,
12 giving thanks to the Father, who made
us fit to be partakers of the inheritance of
the saints in light, 13 who delivered us out
of the power of darkness, and translated
us into the Kingdom of the Son of his love,
14 in whom we have our redemption,§ the
forgiveness of our sins.

15 He is the image of the invisible God,
the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him
all things were created in the heavens and
on the earth, visible things and invisible
things, whether thrones or dominions or
principalities or powers. All things have
been created through him and for him.
17 He is before all things, and in him all
things are held together. 18 He is the head
of the body, the assembly, who is the be-
ginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in
all things he might have the preeminence.
19 For all the fullness was pleased to dwell
in him, 20 and through him to reconcile all

things to himself by him, whether things on
the earth or things in the heavens, having
made peace through the blood of his cross.

21 You, being in past times alienated and
enemies in your mind in your evil deeds,
22 yet now he has reconciled in the body
of his flesh through death, to present you
holy and without defect and blameless be-
fore him, 23 if it is so that you continue in
the faith, grounded and steadfast, and not
moved away from the hope of the Good
News which you heard, which is being pro-
claimed in all creation under heaven, of
which I, Paul, was made a servant.

24Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your
sake, and fill up on my part that which is
lacking of the afflictions of Christ in my
flesh for his body’s sake, which is the as-
sembly, 25 of which I was made a servant
according to the stewardship of God which
was givenme toward you to fulfill theword
of God, 26 the mystery which has been hid-
den for ages and generations. But now
it has been revealed to his saints, 27 to
whom God was pleased to make known
what are the riches of the glory of this mys-
tery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in
you, the hope of glory. 28We proclaim him,
admonishing every man and teaching ev-
eryman in allwisdom, thatwemaypresent
every man perfect in Christ Jesus; 29 for
which I also labor, striving according to his
working, which works inmemightily.

2
1 For I desire to have you know how

greatly I struggle for you and for those at
Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen
my face in the flesh; 2 that their hearts
may be comforted, they being knit together
in love, and gaining all riches of the full
assurance of understanding, that they may
know themystery ofGod, both of the Father
and of Christ, 3 in whom all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge are hidden. 4Now
I say this that no one may delude you with
persuasiveness of speech. 5For though I am
absent in the flesh, yet I am with you in the
spirit, rejoicing and seeing your order, and
the steadfastness of your faith in Christ.

6 As therefore you received Christ Jesus
the Lord, walk in him, 7 rooted and built up
in him and established in the faith, even as
youwere taught, abounding in it in thanks-
giving.

8Be careful that you don’t let anyone rob
you throughhis philosophyandvaindeceit,
after the tradition ofmen, after the elemen-
tal spirits of the world, and not after Christ.

* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 1:2 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be

correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ‡ 1:7 NU reads our § 1:14 TR adds “through his blood,”
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9 For in him all the fullness of the Deity
dwells bodily, 10 and in him you are made
full, who is the head of all principality and
power. 11 In him youwere also circumcised
with a circumcision not made with hands,
in the putting off of the body of the sins
of the flesh, in the circumcision of Christ,
12having been buried with him in baptism,
in which you were also raised with him
through faith in the working of God, who
raised him from the dead. 13Youwere dead
through your trespasses and the uncircum-
cision of your flesh. He made you alive to-
gether with him, having forgiven us all our
trespasses, 14wiping out the handwriting in
ordinances which was against us. He has
taken it out of theway, nailing it to the cross.
15Having stripped theprincipalities and the
powers, he made a show of them openly,
triumphing over them in it.

16Letnoone therefore judgeyou ineating
or drinking, orwith respect to a feast day or
anewmoonor a Sabbathday, 17which are a
shadow of the things to come; but the body
is Christ’s. 18 Let no one rob you of your
prize by self-abasement and worshiping of
the angels, dwelling in the things which he
has not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly
mind, 19and not holding firmly to theHead,
from whom all the body, being supplied
and knit together through the joints and
ligaments, grows with God’s growth.

20 If youdiedwithChrist fromtheelemen-
tal spirits of the world, why, as though liv-
ing in the world, do you subject yourselves
to ordinances, 21 “Don’t handle, nor taste,
nor touch” 22 (all of which perish with use),
according to the precepts and doctrines of
men? 23 These things indeed appear like
wisdom in self-imposed worship, humility,
and severity to the body, but aren’t of any
value against the indulgence of the flesh.

3
1 If then you were raised together with

Christ, seek the things that are above,
where Christ is, seated on the right hand
of God. 2 Set your mind on the things that
are above, not on the things that are on the
earth. 3For youdied, and your life is hidden
with Christ in God. 4When Christ, our life,
is revealed, then you will also be revealed
with him in glory.

5 Put to death therefore your members
which are on the earth: sexual immorality,
uncleanness, depraved passion, evil desire,
and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 For
these things’ sake the wrath of God comes
on the children of disobedience. 7 You
also once walked in those, when you lived
in them, 8 but now you must put them
all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander,

and shameful speaking out of your mouth.
9 Don’t lie to one another, seeing that you
have put off the old man with his doings,
10 and have put on the newman, who is be-
ing renewed in knowledge after the image
of his Creator, 11where there can’t be Greek
and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision,
barbarian, Scythian, bondservant, or free
person; but Christ is all, and in all.

12Put on therefore, as God’s chosen ones,
holy and beloved, a heart of compassion,
kindness, lowliness, humility, and perse-
verance; 13 bearing with one another, and
forgiving each other, if any man has a com-
plaint against any; even as Christ forgave
you, so you also do.

14 Above all these things, walk in love,
which is the bond of perfection. 15 And
let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to
which also you were called in one body,
and be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ
dwell in you richly; in all wisdom teaching
and admonishing one anotherwith psalms,
hymns, and spiritual songs, singing with
grace in your heart to the Lord.

17Whatever you do, in word or in deed,
do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through him.

18 Wives, be in subjection to your hus-
bands, as is fitting in the Lord.

19 Husbands, love your wives, and don’t
be bitter against them.

20 Children, obey your parents in all
things, for this pleases the Lord.

21 Fathers, don’t provoke your children,
so that they won’t be discouraged.

22 Servants, obey in all things those who
are yourmasters according to the flesh, not
justwhen theyare looking, asmenpleasers,
but in singleness of heart, fearing God.
23 And whatever you do, work heartily, as
for the Lord and not for men, 24 knowing
that from the Lord you will receive the
reward of the inheritance; for you serve
the Lord Christ. 25 But he who does wrong
will receive again for thewrong that he has
done, and there is no partiality.

4
1 Masters, give to your servants that

which is just and equal, knowing that you
also have aMaster in heaven.

2 Continue steadfastly in prayer, watch-
ing in it with thanksgiving, 3 praying to-
gether for us also, that God may open to us
a door for theword, to speak themystery of
Christ, for which I am also in bonds, 4 that I
may reveal it as I ought to speak.

5Walk in wisdom toward those who are
outside, redeeming the time. 6 Let your
speech always bewith grace, seasonedwith
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salt, that you may know how you ought to
answer each one.

7 All my affairs will be made known to
you by Tychicus, the beloved brother, faith-
ful servant, and fellow bondservant in the
Lord. 8 I am sendinghim to you for this very
purpose, that he may know your circum-
stances and comfort your hearts, 9 together
with Onesimus, the faithful and beloved
brother, who is one of you. They will make
known to you everything that is going on
here.

10Aristarchus, my fellow prisoner, greets
you, andMark the cousin of Barnabas (con-
cerning whom you received instructions,
“if he comes to you, receive him”), 11and Je-
sus who is called Justus. These are my only
fellow workers for God’s Kingdomwho are
of the circumcision, men who have been a
comfort to me.

12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a ser-
vant of Christ, salutes you, always striv-
ing for you in his prayers, that you may
stand perfect and complete in all the will
of God. 13 For I testify about him that
he has great zeal for you, and for those
in Laodicea, and for those in Hierapolis.
14 Luke the beloved physician and Demas
greet you. 15Greet the brothers who are in
Laodicea, with Nymphas and the assembly
that is in his house. 16When this letter has
been read among you, cause it to be read
also in the assembly of the Laodiceans, and
that you also read the letter from Laodicea.
17TellArchippus, “Takeheed to theministry
which you have received in the Lord, that
you fulfill it.”

18 I, Paul, write this greetingwithmy own
hand. Remembermy chains. Grace be with
you. Amen.
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Paul’s First Letter to the
Thessalonians

1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, to the as-
sembly of the Thessalonians in God the Fa-
ther and the Lord Jesus Christ:* Grace to
you and peace fromGod our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ.

2 We always give thanks to God for all
of you, mentioning you in our prayers,
3 remembering without ceasing your work
of faith and labor of love and perseverance
of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, before our
God and Father. 4Weknow, brothers† loved
by God, that you are chosen, 5 and that our
Good News came to you not in word only,
but also in power, and in theHoly Spirit and
withmuch assurance. You knowwhat kind
of men we showed ourselves to be among
you for your sake. 6 You became imitators
of us and of the Lord, having received the
word inmuchaffliction,with joyof theHoly
Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to
allwhobelieve inMacedoniaand inAchaia.
8 For from you the word of the Lord has
been declared, not only in Macedonia and
Achaia, but also in every place your faith
toward God has gone out, so that we need
not to say anything. 9 For they themselves
report concerning us what kind of a recep-
tion we had from you, and how you turned
to God from idols to serve a living and true
God, 10and towait for his Son fromheaven,
whom he raised from the dead: Jesus, who
delivers us from the wrath to come.

2
1 For you yourselves know, brothers, our

visit to you wasn’t in vain, 2but having suf-
fered before and been shamefully treated,
as you know, at Philippi, we grew bold in
our God to tell you the Good News of God in
much conflict. 3 For our exhortation is not
of error, nor of uncleanness, nor in decep-
tion. 4 But even as we have been approved
byGod to be entrustedwith the GoodNews,
so we speak—not as pleasing men, but God,
who tests our hearts. 5For neither were we
at any time found using words of flattery,
as you know, nor a cloak of covetousness
(God is witness), 6 nor seeking glory from
men (neither from you nor from others),
when we might have claimed authority as
apostles of Christ. 7 But we were gentle
amongyou, like anursingmother cherishes
her own children.

8 Even so, affectionately longing for you,
we were well pleased to impart to you not
the Good News of God only, but also our
own souls, because you had become very
dear to us. 9 For you remember, brothers,
our laborand travail; forworkingnight and
day, that we might not burden any of you,
we preached to you the Good News of God.
10 You are witnesses with God how holy,
righteously, and blamelessly we behaved
ourselves toward you who believe. 11 As
you know,we exhorted, comforted, and im-
plored every one of you, as a father does his
own children, 12 to the end that you should
walkworthily of God, who calls you into his
own Kingdom and glory.

13 For this cause we also thank God with-
out ceasing that when you received from
us the word of the message of God, you
accepted it not as the word of men, but as
it is in truth, God’s word, which also works
in you who believe. 14 For you, brothers,
became imitators of the assemblies of God
which are in Judea in Christ Jesus; for you
also suffered the same things from your
own countrymen, even as they did from
the Jews 15 who killed both the Lord Jesus
and their own prophets, and drove us out,
and don’t please God, and are contrary to
all men, 16 forbidding us to speak to the
Gentiles that they may be saved, to fill up
their sins always. But wrath has come on
them to the uttermost.

17 But we, brothers, being bereaved of
you for a short season in presence, not in
heart, tried even harder to see your face
with great desire, 18 because we wanted
to come to you—indeed, I, Paul, once and
again—but Satan hindered us. 19 For what
is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing?
Isn’t it even you, before our Lord Jesus* at
his coming? 20Foryouareourgloryandour
joy.

3
1Thereforewhenwe couldn’t stand it any

longer, we thought it good to be left behind
at Athens alone, 2 and sent Timothy, our
brotherandGod’s servant in theGoodNews
of Christ, to establish you and to comfort
you concerning your faith, 3 that no one
would be moved by these afflictions. For
youknowthatweareappointed to this task.
4 For most certainly, when we were with
you, we told you beforehand that we are to
suffer affliction, even as it happened, and
you know. 5 For this cause I also, when
I couldn’t stand it any longer, sent that I
might know your faith, for fear that by any

* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 1:4 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be

correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” * 2:19 TR adds “Christ”
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means the tempter had tempted you, and
our labor would have been in vain.

6 But Timothy has just now come to us
from you, and brought us glad news of
your faith and love, and that you have good
memories of us always, longing to see us,
even as we also long to see you. 7 For this
cause, brothers, we were comforted over
you inall ourdistress andaffliction through
your faith. 8 For now we live, if you stand
fast in the Lord. 9 For what thanksgiving
can we render again to God for you, for all
the joywithwhichwe rejoice for your sakes
before our God, 10 night and day praying
exceedingly that we may see your face and
may perfect that which is lacking in your
faith?

11Now may our God and Father himself,
and our Lord Jesus Christ, direct ourway to
you. 12May the Lord make you to increase
andabound in love towardoneanotherand
toward all men, even as we also do toward
you, 13 to the end he may establish your
hearts blameless inholiness before ourGod
and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus
with all his saints.

4
1 Finally then, brothers, we beg and ex-

hort you in the Lord Jesus, that as you re-
ceived from us how you ought to walk and
to please God, that you abound more and
more. 2For you knowwhat instructions we
gaveyou through theLord Jesus. 3For this is
thewill ofGod: your sanctification, that you
abstain from sexual immorality, 4 that each
one of you know how to control his own
body* in sanctification and honor, 5 not in
the passion of lust, even as the Gentiles
who don’t know God, 6 that no one should
take advantage of and wrong a brother or
sister in this matter; because the Lord is
an avenger in all these things, as also we
forewarned you and testified. 7 For God
called us not for uncleanness, but in sanc-
tification. 8 Therefore he who rejects this
doesn’t reject man, but God, who has also
given his Holy Spirit to you.

9But concerning brotherly love, youhave
no need that one write to you. For you
yourselves are taught by God to love one
another, 10 for indeed you do it toward all
the brothers who are in all Macedonia. But
we exhort you, brothers, that you abound
more and more; 11 and that you make it
your ambition to lead a quiet life, and to
do your own business, and to work with
your ownhands, even aswe instructed you,
12 that youmaywalk properly toward those

who are outside, and may have need of
nothing.

13 But we don’t want you to be ignorant,
brothers, concerning thosewhohave fallen
asleep, so that you don’t grieve like the rest,
who have no hope. 14 For if we believe
that Jesus died and rose again, even so God
will bring with him those who have fallen
asleep in Jesus. 15 For this we tell you by
theword of the Lord, that wewho are alive,
who are left until the coming of the Lord,
will in no way precede those who have
fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will
descend from heaven with a shout, with
the voice of the archangel and with God’s
trumpet. The dead in Christ will rise first,
17 then we who are alive, who are left, will
be caught up together with them in the
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. So we
will be with the Lord forever. 18 Therefore
comfort one another with these words.

5
1 But concerning the times and the sea-

sons, brothers, you have no need that any-
thingbewritten toyou. 2Foryouyourselves
know well that the day of the Lord comes
like a thief in the night. 3 For when they
are saying, “Peace and safety,” then sudden
destruction will come on them, like birth
pains on a pregnantwoman. Then theywill
in noway escape. 4But you, brothers, aren’t
in darkness, that the day should overtake
you like a thief. 5Youare all childrenof light
and children of the day. We don’t belong to
the night, nor to darkness, 6 so then let’s not
sleep, as the rest do, but let’s watch and be
sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep in the
night; and those who are drunk are drunk
in the night. 8 But since we belong to the
day, let’s be sober, putting on the breast-
plate of faith and love, and for a helmet, the
hope of salvation. 9 For God didn’t appoint
us towrath, but to theobtainingof salvation
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died
for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we
should live together with him. 11Therefore
exhort one another, and build each other
up, even as you also do.

12Butwebegyou, brothers, toknowthose
who labor among you, and are over you
in the Lord and admonish you, 13 and to
respect and honor them in love for their
work’s sake.
Be at peace among yourselves. 14 We

exhort you, brothers: Admonish the disor-
derly; encourage the faint-hearted; support
the weak; be patient toward all. 15 See that
no one returns evil for evil to anyone, but
always follow after that which is good for
one another and for all.

* 4:4 literally, possess his own vessel
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16 Always rejoice. 17 Pray without ceas-
ing. 18 In everything give thanks, for this
is the will of God in Christ Jesus toward
you. 19 Don’t quench the Spirit. 20 Don’t
despise prophecies. 21 Test all things, and
hold firmly that which is good. 22 Abstain
from every form of evil.

23May the God of peace himself sanctify
you completely. May your whole spirit,
soul, and body be preserved blameless at
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

24 He who calls you is faithful, who will
also do it.

25Brothers, pray for us.
26Greet all the brothers with a holy kiss.

27 I solemnly commandyouby theLord that
this letter be read to all the holy brothers.

28 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with you. Amen.
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Paul’s Second Letter to
the Thessalonians

1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, to the as-
sembly of the Thessalonians in God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 2Grace to
you and peace fromGod our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ.

3We are bound to always give thanks to
God for you, brothers,* even as it is appro-
priate, because your faith grows exceed-
ingly, and the love of each and every one
of you toward one another abounds, 4 so
that we ourselves boast about you in the
assemblies of God for your perseverance
and faith in all your persecutions and in the
afflictions which you endure. 5 This is an
obvious sign of the righteous judgment of
God, to the end that you may be counted
worthy of God’s Kingdom, for which you
also suffer. 6 For it is a righteous thing
with God to repay affliction to those who
afflict you, 7 and to give relief to you who
are afflicted with us when the Lord Jesus
is revealed from heaven with his mighty
angels in flaming fire, 8 punishing those
whodon’t knowGod, and to thosewhodon’t
obey theGoodNewsofourLord Jesus, 9who
will pay the penalty: eternal destruction
from the face of theLord and from the glory
of his might, 10when he comes in that day
to be glorified in his saints and to be ad-
mired among all those who have believed,
because our testimony to youwas believed.

11To this endwe also pray always for you
that our Godmay count youworthy of your
calling, and fulfill every desire of goodness
and work of faith with power, 12 that the
name of our Lord Jesus†may be glorified in
you, and you in him, according to the grace
of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

2
1 Now, brothers, concerning the coming

of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering
together to him, we ask you 2 not to be
quickly shaken in your mind or troubled,
either by spirit or by word or by letter as if
fromus, saying that the day of Christ has al-
ready come. 3Let no one deceive you in any
way. For it will not be unless the rebellion*
comes first, and the man of sin is revealed,
the son of destruction. 4 He opposes and
exalts himself against all that is called God
or that isworshiped, so that he sits asGod in
the templeofGod, settinghimselfupasGod.
5Don’t you remember that when I was still

with you, I told you these things? 6Nowyou
know what is restraining him, to the end
that he may be revealed in his own season.
7 For the mystery of lawlessness already
works. Only there is onewhorestrainsnow,
until he is taken out of the way. 8 Then
the lawless one will be revealed, whom the
Lord will kill with the breath of his mouth
and destroy by the manifestation of his
coming; 9 even he whose coming is accord-
ing to the working of Satan with all power
and signs and lying wonders, 10 and with
all deception of wickedness for those who
are being lost, because they didn’t receive
the love of the truth, that they might be
saved. 11Because of this, God sends them a
powerful delusion, that they should believe
a lie, 12 that they all might be judged who
didn’t believe the truth, but had pleasure in
unrighteousness.

13Butweare bound to always give thanks
to God for you, brothers loved by the Lord,
because God chose you from the beginning
for salvation through sanctification of the
Spirit and belief in the truth, 14 to which
he called you through our Good News, for
the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus
Christ. 15 So then, brothers, stand firm and
hold the traditions which you were taught
by us, whether by word or by letter.

16Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and
God our Father, who loved us and gave
us eternal comfort and good hope through
grace, 17 comfort your hearts and establish
you in every good work andword.

3
1 Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the

wordof theLordmay spread rapidly andbe
glorified, even as also with you, 2 and that
we may be delivered from unreasonable
and evil men; for not all have faith. 3 But
the Lord is faithful, who will establish you
and guard you from the evil one. 4We have
confidence in the Lord concerning you, that
you both do and will do the things we com-
mand. 5 May the Lord direct your hearts
intoGod’s love and into the perseverance of
Christ.

6Nowwe command you, brothers, in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you
withdraw yourselves from every brother
who walks in rebellion and not after the
traditionwhich they received fromus. 7For
you know how you ought to imitate us.
Forwedidn’t behave ourselves rebelliously
among you, 8neither didwe eat bread from
anyone’s hand without paying for it, but
in labor and travail worked night and day,

* 1:3 Theword for “brothers” here andwhere context allowsmay also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or
“siblings.” † 1:12 TR adds “Christ” * 2:3 or, falling away, or, defection
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that wemight not burden any of you. 9This
wasnotbecausewedon’t have the right, but
to make ourselves an example to you, that
you should imitate us. 10 For even when
wewerewith you,we commandedyou this:
“If anyone is not willing to work, don’t let
him eat.” 11 For we hear of some who walk
among you in rebellion, who don’t work at
all, but are busybodies. 12 Now those who
are that way, we command and exhort in
the Lord Jesus Christ, that they work with
quietness and eat their own bread.

13 But you, brothers, don’t be weary in
doing what is right. 14 If any man doesn’t
obey our word in this letter, note that man
and have no company with him, to the end
that he may be ashamed. 15 Don’t count
him as an enemy, but admonish him as a
brother.

16Nowmay theLordofpeacehimself give
you peace at all times in all ways. The Lord
be with you all.

17 I, Paul, write this greetingwithmy own
hand, which is the sign in every letter. This
is how Iwrite. 18The grace of ourLord Jesus
Christ be with you all. Amen.
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Paul’s First Letter to
Timothy

1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ accord-
ing to the commandment of God our Sav-
ior and the Lord Jesus Christ* our hope,
2 to Timothy, my true child in faith: Grace,
mercy, and peace from God our Father and
Christ Jesus our Lord.

3 As I urged you when I was going into
Macedonia, stay at Ephesus that you might
command certain men not to teach a dif-
ferent doctrine, 4 and not to pay attention
to myths and endless genealogies, which
cause disputes rather than God’s steward-
ship, which is in faith. 5But the goal of this
command is love from a pure heart, a good
conscience, and sincere faith, 6 from which
things some, having missed the mark, have
turned away to vain talking, 7 desiring to
be teachers of the law, though they under-
standneitherwhat they say nor aboutwhat
they strongly affirm.

8 But we know that the law is good if a
person uses it lawfully, 9 as knowing this,
that law is notmade for a righteous person,
but for the lawless and insubordinate, for
theungodly and sinners, for theunholy and
profane, formurderers of fathers andmur-
derers of mothers, for manslayers, 10 for
the sexually immoral, for homosexuals, for
slave-traders, for liars, for perjurers, and
for any other thing contrary to the sound
doctrine, 11 according to the Good News of
the glory of the blessed God, which was
committed to my trust.

12 I thank himwho enabled me, Christ Je-
sus our Lord, because he counted me faith-
ful, appointing me to service, 13 although I
used to be a blasphemer, a persecutor, and
insolent. However, I obtained mercy be-
cause I did it ignorantly in unbelief. 14 The
grace of our Lord abounded exceedingly
with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus.
15 The saying is faithful and worthy of all
acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.
16However, for this cause I obtainedmercy,
that in me first, Jesus Christ might display
all his patience for an example of thosewho
were going to believe in him for eternal life.
17Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisi-
ble, to God who alone is wise, be honor and
glory forever and ever. Amen.

18 I commit this instruction to you, my
child Timothy, according to the prophe-
cies which were given to you before, that
by them you may wage the good warfare,
19 holding faith and a good conscience,
which some having thrust away made a
shipwreck concerning the faith, 20of whom
are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I
delivered to Satan that theymight be taught
not to blaspheme.

2
1 I exhort therefore, first of all, that pe-

titions, prayers, intercessions, and givings
of thanks be made for all men, 2 for kings
and all who are in high places, that wemay
lead a tranquil andquiet life in all godliness
and reverence. 3For this is goodandaccept-
able in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who
desires all people to be saved and come to
full knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is
one God and one mediator between God
and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6who gave
himself as a ransom for all, the testimony at
the proper time, 7 to which I was appointed
a preacher and an apostle—I am telling the
truth in Christ, not lying—a teacher of the
Gentiles in faith and truth.

8 I desire therefore that the men in every
place pray, lifting up holy hands without
anger and doubting. 9 In the sameway, that
women also adorn themselves in decent
clothing, with modesty and propriety, not*
with braided hair, gold, pearls, or expen-
sive clothing, 10butwith goodworks, which
is appropriate for women professing god-
liness. 11 Let a woman learn in quietness
with full submission. 12 But I don’t permit
awoman to teach, nor to exercise authority
over a man, but to be in quietness. 13 For
Adam was formed first, then Eve. 14 Adam
wasn’t deceived, but the woman, being de-
ceived, has fallen into disobedience; 15 but
shewill be saved through her childbearing,
if they continue in faith, love, and holiness
with sobriety.

3
1 This is a faithful saying: someone who

seeks to be an overseer* desires a good
work. 2 The overseer therefore must be
without reproach, the husband of onewife,
temperate, sensible, modest, hospitable,
good at teaching; 3 not a drinker, not vi-
olent, not greedy for money, but gentle,
not quarrelsome, not covetous; 4 one who
rules his own house well, having children

* 1:1 NU reads Christ Jesus and omits the Lord. * 2:9 Theword for “not” is the negative particle “μη” which denies
an expected idea, as opposed to the usual word for “not” (ου) which denies a fact. Thus “μη” in this context is denying an
expected idea (that women can be properly dressed without good works). * 3:1 or, superintendent, or bishop
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in subjection with all reverence; 5 (for how
could someone who doesn’t know how to
rulehisownhouse takecareofGod’sassem-
bly?) 6not a new convert, lest being puffed
up he fall into the same condemnation as
the devil. 7 Moreover he must have good
testimony from those who are outside, to
avoid falling into reproach and the snare of
the devil.

8Servants,† in the sameway, must be rev-
erent, not double-tongued, not addicted to
muchwine, not greedy formoney, 9holding
the mystery of the faith in a pure con-
science. 10 Let them also first be tested;
then let them serve‡ if they are blameless.
11 Their wives in the same way must be
reverent, not slanderers, temperate, and
faithful in all things. 12 Let servants§ be
husbands of one wife, ruling their children
and their own houses well. 13 For those
who have served well* gain for themselves
a good standing and great boldness in the
faith which is in Christ Jesus.

14 These things I write to you, hoping to
come to you shortly, 15 but if I wait long,
that you may know how men ought to be-
have themselves in God’s house, which is
the assembly of the living God, the pillar
and ground of the truth. 16Without contro-
versy, the mystery of godliness is great:
God†was revealed in the flesh,
justified in the spirit,
seen by angels,
preached among the nations,
believed on in the world,
and received up in glory.

4
1 But the Spirit says expressly that in

later times some will fall away from the
faith, paying attention to seducing spirits
and doctrines of demons, 2 through the
hypocrisy of men who speak lies, branded
in their own conscience as with a hot iron,
3 forbidding marriage and commanding to
abstain from foods which God created to
be receivedwith thanksgivingby thosewho
believe and know the truth. 4 For every
creature of God is good, and nothing is to be
rejected if it is received with thanksgiving.
5For it is sanctified through thewordofGod
and prayer.

6 If you instruct the brothers of these
things, you will be a good servant of Christ
Jesus, nourished in the words of the faith
and of the good doctrine which you have
followed. 7 But refuse profane and old
wives’ fables. Exercise yourself toward
godliness. 8 For bodily exercise has some

value, but godliness has value in all things,
having the promise of the life which is now
and of thatwhich is to come. 9This saying is
faithful andworthy of all acceptance. 10For
to this end we both labor and suffer re-
proach, becausewehave set our trust in the
living God, who is the Savior of all men, es-
pecially of those who believe. 11 Command
and teach these things.

12 Let no man despise your youth; but be
an example to those who believe, in word,
in your way of life, in love, in spirit, in
faith, and in purity. 13 Until I come, pay
attention to reading, to exhortation, and to
teaching. 14 Don’t neglect the gift that is in
you, which was given to you by prophecy
with the layingonof thehandsof the elders.
15 Be diligent in these things. Give yourself
wholly to them, that your progress may be
revealed to all. 16 Pay attention to yourself
and to your teaching. Continue in these
things, for in doing this you will save both
yourself and those who hear you.

5
1 Don’t rebuke an older man, but exhort

him as a father; the younger men as broth-
ers; 2 the elder women as mothers; the
younger as sisters, in all purity.

3Honor widows who are widows indeed.
4 But if any widow has children or grand-
children, let them learn first to show piety
toward their own family and to repay their
parents, for this is* acceptable in the sight
of God. 5 Now she who is a widow indeed
and desolate, has her hope set on God and
continues in petitions and prayers night
and day. 6 But she who gives herself to
pleasure is dead while she lives. 7 Also
command these things, that they may be
without reproach. 8 But if anyone doesn’t
provide for his own, and especially his own
household, he has denied the faith and is
worse than an unbeliever.

9Let no onebe enrolled as awidowunder
sixty years old, having been the wife of one
man, 10 being approved by good works, if
she has brought up children, if she has been
hospitable to strangers, if she has washed
the saints’ feet, if she has relieved the af-
flicted, and if she has diligently followed
every good work.

11 But refuse younger widows, for when
they have grown wanton against Christ,
they desire to marry, 12 having condemna-
tion, because they have rejected their first
pledge. 13 Besides, they also learn to be
idle, going about from house to house. Not
only idle, but also gossips and busybodies,

† 3:8 or, Deacons. ‡ 3:10 or, serve as deacons § 3:12 or, deacons * 3:13 or, servedwell as deacons † 3:16

NU replaces “God” with “who” * 5:4 TR adds “good and”
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saying things which they ought not. 14 I
desire therefore that the younger widows
marry, bear children, rule the household,
and give no occasion to the adversary for
insulting. 15 For already some have turned
away after Satan. 16 If any man or woman
who believes has widows, let them relieve
them, and don’t let the assembly be bur-
dened, that it might relieve those who are
widows indeed.

17Let the elderswho rulewell be counted
worthy of double honor, especially those
who labor in the word and in teaching.
18 For the Scripture says, “You shall not
muzzle the ox when it treads out the
grain.”✡ And, “The laborer is worthy of
his wages.”✡

19Don’t receive an accusation against an
elder except at the word of two or three
witnesses. 20 Those who sin, reprove in
the sight of all, that the rest also may be in
fear. 21 I command you in the sight of God,
and the Lord Jesus Christ, and the chosen
angels, that you observe these things with-
out prejudice, doing nothing by partiality.
22 Lay hands hastily on no one. Don’t be
a participant in other people’s sins. Keep
yourself pure.

23 Be no longer a drinker of water only,
but use a littlewine for your stomach’s sake
and your frequent infirmities.

24Somemen’s sins are evident, preceding
them to judgment, and some also follow
later. 25 In the sameway also there are good
works that are obvious, and those that are
otherwise can’t be hidden.

6
1 Let as many as are bondservants under

the yoke count their own masters worthy
of all honor, that the name of God and the
doctrine not be blasphemed. 2 Those who
have believing masters, let them not de-
spise them because they are brothers, but
rather let them serve them, because those
who partake of the benefit are believing
andbeloved. Teachandexhort these things.

3 If anyone teaches a different doctrine
and doesn’t consent to sound words, the
words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the
doctrine which is according to godliness,
4 he is conceited, knowing nothing, but ob-
sessed with arguments, disputes, and word
battles, from which come envy, strife, in-
sulting, evil suspicions, 5 constant friction
of people of corrupt minds and destitute
of the truth, who suppose that godliness is
a means of gain. Withdraw yourself from
such.*

6But godliness with contentment is great
gain. 7 For we brought nothing into the
world, and we certainly can’t carry any-
thing out. 8 But having food and clothing,
we will be content with that. 9 But those
who are determined to be rich fall into a
temptation, a snare, and many foolish and
harmful lusts, such as drown men in ruin
and destruction. 10 For the love of money
is a root of all kinds of evil. Some have
been ledastray fromthe faith in their greed,
and have pierced themselves through with
many sorrows.

11 But you, man of God, flee these things,
and follow after righteousness, godliness,
faith, love, perseverance, and gentleness.
12 Fight the good fight of faith. Take hold
of the eternal life to which you were called,
and you confessed the good confession in
the sight of many witnesses. 13 I command
you before God who gives life to all things,
and before Christ Jesus who before Pontius
Pilate testified the good confession, 14 that
you keep the commandment without spot,
blameless until the appearing of our Lord
Jesus Christ, 15 which at the right time he
will show, who is the blessed and only
Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords.
16 He alone has immortality, dwelling in
unapproachable light, whom no man has
seen nor can see, to whom be honor and
eternal power. Amen.

17 Charge those who are rich in this
present age that they not be arrogant, nor
have their hope set on the uncertainty of
riches, but on the living God, who richly
provides uswith everything to enjoy; 18 that
they do good, that they be rich in good
works, that they be ready to distribute, will-
ing to share; 19 laying up in store for them-
selves a good foundation against the time to
come, that theymay lay hold of eternal life.

20 Timothy, guard that which is commit-
ted to you, turning away from the empty
chatter and oppositions of what is falsely
called knowledge, 21 which some profess,
and thus have wandered from the faith.
Grace be with you. Amen.

✡ 5:18 Deuteronomy 25:4 ✡ 5:18 Luke 10:7; Leviticus 19:13 * 6:5 NU omits “Withdraw yourself from such.”
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Paul’s Second Letter to
Timothy

1Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ* through
the will of God, according to the promise of
the lifewhich is in Christ Jesus, 2 to Timothy,
my beloved child: Grace, mercy, and peace,
from God the Father and Christ Jesus our
Lord.

3 I thank God, whom I serve as my fore-
fathers did, with a pure conscience. How
unceasing is mymemory of you in my peti-
tions, night and day 4 longing to see you, re-
membering your tears, that I may be filled
with joy; 5 having been reminded of the
sincere faith that is in you, which lived first
in your grandmother Lois and yourmother
Eunice and, I am persuaded, in you also.

6 For this cause, I remind you that you
should stir up the gift of Godwhich is in you
through the laying on of my hands. 7 For
God didn’t give us a spirit of fear, but of
power, love, and self-control. 8 Therefore
don’t be ashamed of the testimony of our
Lord, nor of me his prisoner; but endure
hardship for the Good News according to
the power of God, 9who saved us and called
us with a holy calling, not according to
our works, but according to his own pur-
pose and grace, which was given to us in
Christ Jesus before times eternal, 10but has
now been revealed by the appearing of our
Savior, Christ Jesus, who abolished death,
and brought life and immortality to light
through the Good News. 11 For this I was
appointed as a preacher, an apostle, and a
teacher of the Gentiles. 12 For this cause I
also suffer these things.
Yet I am not ashamed, for I know him

whom I have believed, and I am persuaded
that he is able to guard that which I have
committed to him against that day.

13Hold the pattern of soundwordswhich
you have heard from me, in faith and love
which is in Christ Jesus. 14 That good
thing which was committed to you, guard
through the Holy Spirit who dwells in us.

15 This you know, that all who are in
Asia turned away from me, of whom are
Phygelus andHermogenes. 16May the Lord
grant mercy to the house of Onesiphorus,
for he often refreshed me, and was not
ashamed of my chain, 17 but when he was
in Rome, he soughtme diligently and found
me 18 (the Lord grant to him to find the
Lord’smercy in that day); and in howmany

things he served at Ephesus, you knowvery
well.

2
1 You therefore, my child, be strength-

ened in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.
2The thingswhich you have heard fromme
among many witnesses, commit the same
things to faithful men who will be able to
teach others also. 3 You therefore must en-
dure hardship as a good soldier of Christ Je-
sus. 4No soldier on duty entangles himself
in the affairs of life, that hemay please him
who enrolled him as a soldier. 5Also, if any-
one competes in athletics, he isn’t crowned
unless he has competed by the rules. 6 The
farmer who labors must be the first to get
a share of the crops. 7 Consider what I say,
and may the Lord give you understanding
in all things.

8 Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the
dead, of the offspring* of David, according
to my Good News, 9 in which I suffer hard-
ship to the point of chains as a criminal.
But God’s word isn’t chained. 10 Therefore
I endure all things for the chosen ones’
sake, that theyalsomayobtain the salvation
which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.
11This saying is trustworthy:
“For if we died with him,

we will also live with him.
12 If we endure,

we will also reign with him.
If we deny him,

he also will deny us.
13 If we are faithless,

he remains faithful;
for he can’t deny himself.”

14Remind them of these things, charging
them in the sight of the Lord that they don’t
argue about words to no profit, to the sub-
verting of those who hear.

15 Give diligence to present yourself ap-
proved by God, a workman who doesn’t
need to be ashamed, properly handling the
Word of Truth. 16 But shun empty chat-
ter, for it will go further in ungodliness,
17 and those words will consume like gan-
grene, of whom is Hymenaeus and Phile-
tus: 18 men who have erred concerning
the truth, saying that the resurrection is
already past, and overthrowing the faith of
some. 19 However, God’s firm foundation
stands, having this seal: “The Lord knows
those who are his,”✡ and, “Let every one
who names the name of the Lord† depart
from unrighteousness.”

20Now in a large house there are not only
vessels of gold and of silver, but also of
wood and of clay. Some are for honor and

* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. * 2:8 or, seed ✡ 2:19 Numbers 16:5 † 2:19 TR reads “Christ” instead
of “the Lord”
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some for dishonor. 21 If anyone therefore
purges himself from these, he will be a
vessel for honor, sanctified, and suitable for
the master’s use, prepared for every good
work.

22 Flee from youthful lusts; but pursue
righteousness, faith, love, and peace with
those who call on the Lord out of a pure
heart. 23 But refuse foolish and ignorant
questionings, knowing that they generate
strife. 24 The Lord’s servant must not quar-
rel, but be gentle toward all, able to teach,
patient, 25 in gentleness correcting those
who oppose him. Perhaps God may give
them repentance leading to a full knowl-
edge of the truth, 26 and they may recover
themselves out of the devil’s snare, having
been taken captive by him to do his will.

3
1 But know this: that in the last days,

grievous times will come. 2 For men will
be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful,
arrogant, blasphemers, disobedient to par-
ents, unthankful, unholy, 3 without natu-
ral affection, unforgiving, slanderers, with-
out self-control, fierce, not lovers of good,
4 traitors, headstrong, conceited, lovers
of pleasure rather than lovers of God,
5 holding a form of godliness but having
denied its power. Turn away from these,
also. 6 For some of these are people who
creep into houses and take captive gullible
women loaded down with sins, led away
by various lusts, 7 always learning and
never able to come to the knowledge of
the truth. 8 Even as Jannes and Jambres
opposed Moses, so these also oppose the
truth, men corrupted in mind, who con-
cerning the faithare rejected. 9But theywill
proceed no further. For their folly will be
evident to allmen, as theirs also came to be.

10 But you followed my teaching, con-
duct, purpose, faith, patience, love, stead-
fastness, 11 persecutions, and sufferings—
those things that happened to me at Anti-
och, Iconium, and Lystra. I endured those
persecutions. The Lord delivered me out
of them all. 12 Yes, and all who desire to
live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer per-
secution. 13 But evil men and impostors
will grow worse and worse, deceiving and
being deceived. 14 But you remain in the
things which you have learned and have
been assured of, knowing from whom you
have learned them. 15 From infancy, you
have known the holy Scriptures which are
able tomakeyouwise for salvation through
faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16 Every
Scripture is God-breathed and* profitable

for teaching, for reproof, for correction,
and for instruction in righteousness, 17 that
each person who belongs to God may be
complete, thoroughly equipped for every
good work.

4
1 I command you therefore before God

and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge
the living and the dead at his appearing
and his Kingdom: 2 preach the word; be
urgent in seasonandoutof season; reprove,
rebuke, and exhort with all patience and
teaching. 3 For the time will come when
they will not listen to the sound doctrine,
but having itching ears, will heap up for
themselves teachers after their own lusts,
4 and will turn away their ears from the
truth, and turn away to fables. 5 But you
be sober in all things, suffer hardship, do
the work of an evangelist, and fulfill your
ministry.

6 For I am already being offered, and the
time of my departure has come. 7 I have
fought the good fight. I have finished the
course. I have kept the faith. 8 From now
on, the crown of righteousness is stored up
forme,which the Lord, the righteous judge,
will give to me on that day; and not to me
only, but also to all thosewhohave lovedhis
appearing.

9 Be diligent to come to me soon, 10 for
Demas left me, having loved this present
world, and went to Thessalonica; Crescens
to Galatia; and Titus to Dalmatia. 11 Only
Luke is with me. Take Mark and bring him
with you, for he is useful to me for service.
12 But I sent Tychicus to Ephesus. 13 Bring
the cloak that I left at Troas with Carpus
when you come—and the books, especially
the parchments. 14 Alexander the copper-
smith did much evil to me. The Lord will
repayhimaccording tohisdeeds. 15Beware
of him, for he greatly opposed our words.

16 At my first defense, no one came to
help me, but all left me. May it not be
held against them. 17 But the Lord stood
by me and strengthened me, that through
me the message might be fully proclaimed,
and that all the Gentiles might hear. So
I was delivered out of the mouth of the
lion. 18 And the Lord will deliver me from
every evil work and will preserve me for
his heavenly Kingdom. To him be the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

19Greet Prisca and Aquila, and the house
of Onesiphorus. 20 Erastus remained at
Corinth, but I left Trophimus at Miletus
sick. 21 Be diligent to come before winter.

* 3:16 or, Every writing inspired by God is
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Eubulus salutes you, as do Pudens, Linus,
Claudia, and all the brothers.

22 The Lord Jesus Christ be with your
spirit. Grace be with you. Amen.
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Paul’s Letter to Titus
1 Paul, a servant of God and an apostle

of Jesus Christ,* according to the faith of
God’s chosenones and theknowledgeof the
truth which is according to godliness, 2 in
hope of eternal life, which God, who can’t
lie, promised before time began; 3but in his
own time revealed his word in themessage
with which I was entrusted according to
the commandment of God our Savior, 4 to
Titus, my true child according to a common
faith: Grace,mercy, andpeace fromGod the
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ our Savior.

5 I left you in Crete for this reason, that
you would set in order the things that were
lacking and appoint elders in every city, as
I directed you— 6 if anyone is blameless,
the husband of one wife, having children
who believe, who are not accused of loose
or unruly behavior. 7 For the overseer
must be blameless, as God’s steward, not
self-pleasing, not easily angered, not given
to wine, not violent, not greedy for dis-
honest gain; 8 but given to hospitality, a
lover of good, sober minded, fair, holy, self-
controlled, 9 holding to the faithful word
which is according to the teaching, that he
maybeable to exhort in the sounddoctrine,
and to convict those who contradict him.

10 For there are also many unruly men,
vain talkers and deceivers, especially those
of the circumcision, 11whose mouths must
be stopped: men who overthrow whole
houses, teaching things which they ought
not, for dishonest gain’s sake. 12 One of
them, a prophet of their own, said, “Cretans
are always liars, evil beasts, and idle glut-
tons.” 13 This testimony is true. For this
cause, reprove them sharply, that theymay
be sound in the faith, 14 not paying atten-
tion to Jewish fables and commandments of
men who turn away from the truth. 15 To
the pure, all things are pure, but to those
who are defiled and unbelieving, nothing
is pure; but both their mind and their con-
science are defiled. 16 They profess that
they know God, but by their deeds they
deny him, being abominable, disobedient,
and unfit for any good work.

2
1 But say the things which fit sound doc-

trine, 2 that oldermen should be temperate,
sensible, sober minded, sound in faith, in
love, and in perseverance, 3 and that older
women likewise be reverent in behavior,
not slanderers nor enslaved to much wine,

teachers of that which is good, 4 that they
may train the youngwives to love their hus-
bands, to love their children, 5 to be sober
minded, chaste, workers at home, kind, be-
ing in subjection to their own husbands,
that God’s wordmay not be blasphemed.

6Likewise, exhort the younger men to be
sober minded. 7 In all things show yourself
an example of good works. In your teach-
ing, show integrity, seriousness, incorrupt-
ibility, 8 and soundness of speech that can’t
be condemned, that he who opposes you
maybeashamed, havingnoevil thing to say
about us.

9 Exhort servants to be in subjection to
their own masters and to be well-pleasing
in all things, not contradicting, 10 not steal-
ing, but showing all good fidelity, that they
may adorn the doctrine of God, our Savior,
in all things. 11 For the grace of God has
appeared, bringing salvation to all men,
12 instructing us to the intent that, denying
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we would
live soberly, righteously, and godly in this
present age; 13 looking for the blessed hope
and appearing of the glory of our great God
and Savior, Jesus Christ, 14 who gave him-
self for us, that hemight redeemus from all
iniquity and purify for himself a people for
his ownpossession, zealous for goodworks.

15 Say these things and exhort and re-
provewith all authority. Let no one despise
you.

3
1 Remind them to be in subjection to

rulers and to authorities, to be obedient, to
be ready for every goodwork, 2 to speakevil
of no one, not to be contentious, to be gen-
tle, showing all humility toward all men.
3Forwewerealsoonce foolish, disobedient,
deceived, serving various lusts and plea-
sures, living in malice and envy, hateful,
and hating one another. 4 But when the
kindness of God our Savior and his love to-
ward mankind appeared, 5not by works of
righteousness which we did ourselves, but
according to hismercy, he savedus through
the washing of regeneration and renewing
by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out
on us richly through Jesus Christ our Sav-
ior; 7 that being justified by his grace, we
might be made heirs according to the hope
of eternal life. 8 This saying is faithful, and
concerning these things I desire that you
insist confidently, so that those who have
believed God may be careful to maintain
good works. These things are good and
profitable to men; 9 but shun foolish ques-
tionings, genealogies, strife, and disputes

* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”.
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about the law; for theyareunprofitable and
vain. 10 Avoid a factious man after a first
and second warning, 11 knowing that such
a one is perverted and sinful, being self-
condemned.

12When I send Artemas to you, or Tychi-
cus, be diligent to come to me to Nicopo-
lis, for I have determined to winter there.
13 Send Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on
their journey speedily, that nothing may be
lacking for them. 14 Let our people also
learn to maintain good works to meet nec-
essary needs, that they may not be unfruit-
ful.

15 All who are with me greet you. Greet
those who love us in faith.
Grace be with you all. Amen.
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Paul’s Letter to Philemon

1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ* Jesus, and
Timothy our brother, to Philemon, our
beloved fellow worker, 2 to the beloved Ap-
phia, to Archippus our fellow soldier, and
to the assembly in your house: 3 Grace to
you and peace fromGod our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ.

4 I thankmyGodalways,makingmention
of you inmy prayers, 5hearing of your love
and of the faith which you have toward the
Lord Jesus and toward all the saints, 6 that
the fellowship of your faith may become
effective in the knowledge of every good
thing which is in us in Christ Jesus. 7 For
wehavemuch joy and comfort in your love,
because the hearts of the saints have been
refreshed through you, brother.

8 Therefore though I have all boldness
in Christ to command you that which is
appropriate, 9 yet for love’s sake I rather
appeal to you, being such a one as Paul,
the aged, but also a prisoner of Jesus Christ.
10 I appeal to you for my child Onesimus,
whom I have become the father of in my
chains,† 11who oncewas useless to you, but
now is useful to you and to me. 12 I am
sending him back. Therefore receive him,
that is, my own heart, 13whom I desired to
keep with me, that on your behalf he might
serve me in my chains for the Good News.
14 But I was willing to do nothing without
your consent, that your goodnesswouldnot
be as of necessity, but of free will. 15 For
perhaps he was therefore separated from
you for a while that you would have him
forever, 16 no longer as a slave, but more
than a slave, a beloved brother—especially
to me, but howmuch rather to you, both in
the flesh and in the Lord.

17 If then you count me a partner, receive
him as you would receive me. 18 But if he
has wronged you at all or owes you any-
thing, put that to my account. 19 I, Paul,
write this with my own hand: I will repay
it (not to mention to you that you owe to
me even your own self besides). 20 Yes,
brother, let me have joy from you in the
Lord. Refreshmy heart in the Lord.

21Having confidence in your obedience, I
write to you, knowing that youwill do even
beyondwhat I say.

22Also, prepare a guest room for me, for
I hope that through your prayers I will be
restored to you.

23Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ
Jesus, greets you, 24asdoMark, Aristarchus,
Demas, and Luke, my fellowworkers.

25 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with your spirit. Amen.

* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 1:10 Onesimusmeans “useful”.
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The Letter to the Hebrews
1 God, having in the past spoken to the

fathers through the prophets atmany times
and in various ways, 2 has at the end of
thesedays spoken tousbyhis Son,whomhe
appointed heir of all things, through whom
also he made the worlds. 3 His Son is the
radiance of his glory, the very image of his
substance, and upholding all things by the
word of his power, who, when he had by
himself purified us of our sins, sat down
on the right hand of the Majesty on high,
4 having become as much better than the
angels as the more excellent name he has
inherited is better than theirs. 5 For to
which of the angels did he say at any time,
“You aremy Son.

Today I have become your father?”✡
and again,
“I will be to him a Father,

and he will be to me a Son?”✡
6 When he again brings in the firstborn

into the world he says, “Let all the angels of
God worship him.”✡ 7Of the angels he says,
“Hemakes his angels winds,

and his servants a flame of fire.”✡
8But of the Son he says,

“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever.
The scepter of uprightness is the
scepter of your Kingdom.

9 You have loved righteousness and hated
iniquity;

therefore God, your God, has anointed
you with the oil of gladness above
your fellows.”✡

10And,
“You, Lord, in the beginning, laid the foun-

dation of the earth.
The heavens are the works of your
hands.

11They will perish, but you continue.
They all will grow old like a garment
does.

12Youwill roll them up like amantle,
and they will be changed;
but you are the same.
Your years won’t fail.”✡

13 But which of the angels has he told at
any time,
“Sit at my right hand,

until I make your enemies the footstool
of your feet?”✡

14 Aren’t they all serving spirits, sent out
to do service for the sake of those who will
inherit salvation?

2
1Thereforeweought to pay greater atten-

tion to the things that were heard, lest per-
hapswedrift away. 2For if theword spoken
through angels proved steadfast, and every
transgression and disobedience received a
just penalty, 3 how will we escape if we ne-
glect so great a salvation—which at the first
having been spoken through the Lord, was
confirmed to us by those who heard, 4God
also testifying with them, both by signs and
wonders, by various works of power, and
by gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to his
ownwill?

5 For he didn’t subject the world to come,
of which we speak, to angels. 6But one has
somewhere testified, saying,
“What is man, that you think of him?

Or the son of man, that you care for
him?

7 You made him a little lower than the an-
gels.

You crowned him with glory and
honor.*

8 You have put all things in subjection
under his feet.”✡

For in that he subjected all things to him,
he left nothing that isnot subject tohim. But
now we don’t yet see all things subjected
to him. 9 But we see him who has been
made a little lower than the angels, Jesus,
because of the suffering of death crowned
with glory and honor, that by the grace of
God he should taste of death for everyone.

10 For it became him, for whom are all
things and through whom are all things,
in bringing many children to glory, to
make the author of their salvation perfect
through sufferings. 11 For both he who
sanctifies and those who are sanctified are
all from one, for which cause he is not
ashamed to call them brothers,† 12 saying,
“I will declare your name tomy brothers.

Among the congregation I will sing
your praise.”✡

13 Again, “I will put my trust in him.”
Again, “Behold, here I amwith the children
whom God has given me.”✡ 14 Since then
the childrenhave shared infleshandblood,
he also himself in the same way partook
of the same, that through death he might
bring to nothing himwho had the power of

✡ 1:5 Psalms 2:7 ✡ 1:5 2 Samuel 7:14; 1 Chronicles 17:13 ✡ 1:6 Deuteronomy 32:43 LXX ✡ 1:7 Psalms 104:4
✡ 1:9 Psalms 45:6-7 ✡ 1:12 Psalms 102:25-27 ✡ 1:13 Psalms 110:1 * 2:7 TR adds “and set him over theworks
of your hands” ✡ 2:8 Psalms 8:4-6 † 2:11 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be
correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ✡ 2:12 Psalms 22:22 ✡ 2:13 Isaiah 8:18 ‡ 2:16 or,
seed
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death, that is, the devil, 15andmight deliver
all of themwho through fear of death were
all their lifetime subject to bondage. 16 For
most certainly, he doesn’t give help to an-
gels, but he gives help to the offspring‡ of
Abraham. 17 Therefore he was obligated in
all things to be made like his brothers, that
he might become a merciful and faithful
high priest in things pertaining to God, to
make atonement for the sins of the people.
18 For in that he himself has suffered being
tempted, he is able to help those who are
tempted.

3
1Therefore, holy brothers, partakers of a

heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and
High Priest of our confession: Jesus, 2who
was faithful to him who appointed him, as
alsoMoses was in all his house. 3For he has
been counted worthy of more glory than
Moses, because he who built the house has
more honor than the house. 4 For every
house is built by someone; but he who built
all things is God. 5Moses indeed was faith-
ful in all his house as a servant, for a testi-
monyof those thingswhichwere afterward
tobe spoken, 6butChrist* is faithful as a Son
over his house. We are his house, if we hold
fast our confidence and the glorying of our
hope firm to the end. 7 Therefore, even as
the Holy Spirit says,
“Today if you will hear his voice,

8 don’t harden your hearts as in the
rebellion,

in the day of the trial in the wilderness,
9 where your fathers tested me and
triedme,

and sawmy deeds for forty years.
10Therefore I was displeasedwith that gen-

eration,
and said, ‘They always err in their
heart,

but they didn’t knowmyways.’
11As I swore inmywrath,

‘They will not enter into my rest.’ ”✡
12 Beware, brothers, lest perhaps there

might be in any one of you an evil heart
of unbelief, in falling away from the living
God; 13 but exhort one another day by day,
so long as it is called “today”, lest any one of
youbehardenedby the deceitfulness of sin.
14 For we have become partakers of Christ,
if we hold the beginning of our confidence
firm to the end, 15while it is said,
“Today if you will hear his voice,

don’t harden your hearts, as in the re-
bellion.”✡

16 For who, when they heard, rebelled?
Wasn’t it all those who came out of Egypt
led by Moses? 17 With whom was he dis-
pleased forty years? Wasn’t it with those
who sinned,whosebodies fell in thewilder-
ness? 18 To whom did he swear that they
wouldn’t enter into his rest, but to those
who were disobedient? 19We see that they
weren’t able to enter in because of unbelief.

4
1Let’s fear therefore, lest perhaps anyone

of you should seem to have come short of
a promise of entering into his rest. 2 For
indeedwe have had good news preached to
us, even as they also did, but the word they
heard didn’t profit them, because it wasn’t
mixed with faith by those who heard. 3 For
we who have believed do enter into that
rest, even as he has said, “As I swore in my
wrath, they will not enter into my rest;”✡
although the works were finished from the
foundation of the world. 4 For he has
said this somewhere about the seventh day,
“God rested on the seventh day from all his
works;”✡ 5and in thisplaceagain, “Theywill
not enter into my rest.”✡

6 Seeing therefore it remains that some
should enter into it, and they to whom
the good news was preached before failed
to enter in because of disobedience, 7 he
again defines a certain day, “today”, saying
through David so long a time afterward
(just as has been said),
“Today if you will hear his voice,

don’t harden your hearts.”✡
8 For if Joshua had given them rest, he

would not have spoken afterward of an-
other day. 9 There remains therefore a
Sabbath rest for the people of God. 10 For
hewhohas entered into his rest has himself
also rested from his works, as God did from
his. 11Let’s therefore give diligence to enter
into that rest, lest anyone fall after the same
example of disobedience. 12For theword of
God is living and active, and sharper than
any two-edged sword, piercing even to the
dividingof soul andspirit, of both joints and
marrow, and is able to discern the thoughts
and intentions of the heart. 13 There is no
creature that is hidden from his sight, but
all things are naked and laid open before
the eyes of him to whom we must give an
account.

14Having thenagreathighpriestwhohas
passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son
of God, let’s hold tightly to our confession.
15For we don’t have a high priest who can’t

* 3:6 “Christ”means “AnointedOne”. ✡ 3:11 Psalms 95:7-11 ✡ 3:15 Psalms 95:7-8 ✡ 4:3 Psalms 95:11 ✡ 4:4
Genesis 2:2 ✡ 4:5 Psalms 95:11 ✡ 4:7 Psalms 95:7-8
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be touched with the feeling of our infir-
mities, but one who has been in all points
tempted likewe are, yetwithout sin. 16Let’s
therefore draw near with boldness to the
throne of grace, that wemay receivemercy
andmay find grace for help in time of need.

5
1 For every high priest, being taken from

amongmen, is appointed for men in things
pertaining to God, that he may offer both
gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2Thehighpriest
candeal gentlywith thosewhoare ignorant
and going astray, because he himself is also
surrounded with weakness. 3 Because of
this, he must offer sacrifices for sins for the
people, as well as for himself. 4 Nobody
takes this honor on himself, but he is called
by God, just like Aaron was. 5 So also Christ
didn’t glorify himself to be made a high
priest, but it was he who said to him,
“You aremy Son.

Today I have become your father.”✡
6As he says also in another place,

“You are a priest forever,
after the order of Melchizedek.”✡

7 He, in the days of his flesh, having of-
fered up prayers and petitions with strong
crying and tears to him who was able to
save him from death, and having been
heard for his godly fear, 8 though he was
a Son, yet learned obedience by the things
whichhe suffered. 9Havingbeenmadeper-
fect, he became to all of thosewhoobeyhim
the author of eternal salvation, 10 named
by God a high priest after the order of
Melchizedek.

11 About him we have many words to
say, and hard to interpret, seeing you have
become dull of hearing. 12 For although
by this time you should be teachers, you
again need to have someone teach you the
rudiments of the first principles of the reve-
lations of God. You have come to needmilk,
and not solid food. 13 For everyone who
lives onmilk is not experienced in theword
of righteousness, for he is a baby. 14 But
solid food is for those who are full grown,
who by reason of use have their senses
exercised to discern good and evil.

6
1 Therefore leaving the teaching of the

first principles of Christ, let’s press on to
perfection—not laying again a foundation
of repentance from dead works, of faith
toward God, 2 of the teaching of baptisms,
of laying on of hands, of resurrection of
the dead, and of eternal judgment. 3 This

will we do, if God permits. 4 For concern-
ing those who were once enlightened and
tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made
partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5 and tasted
the good word of God and the powers of
the age to come, 6 and then fell away, it is
impossible to renew them again to repen-
tance; seeing they crucify the Son of God
for themselves again, and put him to open
shame. 7 For the land which has drunk the
rain that comes often on it and produces a
crop suitable for them for whose sake it is
also tilled, receives blessing fromGod; 8but
if it bears thorns and thistles, it is rejected
and near being cursed, whose end is to be
burned.

9 But, beloved, we are persuaded of bet-
ter things for you, and things that accom-
pany salvation, even though we speak like
this. 10 For God is not unrighteous, so as
to forget your work and the labor of love
which you showed towardhis name, in that
you served the saints, and still do serve
them. 11 We desire that each one of you
may show the same diligence to the full-
ness of hope even to the end, 12 that you
won’t be sluggish, but imitators of those
who through faith and perseverance inher-
ited the promises.

13 For when God made a promise to
Abraham, since he could swear by no one
greater, he swore by himself, 14 saying,
“Surely blessing I will bless you, and mul-
tiplying I will multiply you.”✡ 15 Thus,
having patiently endured, he obtained the
promise. 16 For men indeed swear by a
greater one, and in every dispute of theirs
the oath is final for confirmation. 17 In
this way God, being determined to show
moreabundantly to theheirsof thepromise
the immutability of his counsel, interposed
with an oath, 18 that by two immutable
things, in which it is impossible for God
to lie, we may have a strong encourage-
ment, who have fled for refuge to take hold
of the hope set before us. 19 This hope
we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope
both sure and steadfast and entering into
that which is within the veil, 20 where as
a forerunner Jesus entered for us, having
becomeahighpriest forever after the order
of Melchizedek.

7
1 For this Melchizedek, king of Salem,

priest of GodMost High, whomet Abraham
returning from the slaughter of the kings
and blessed him, 2 to whom also Abraham
divided a tenth part of all (being first, by
interpretation, “king of righteousness”, and

✡ 5:5 Psalms 2:7 ✡ 5:6 Psalms 110:4 ✡ 6:14 Genesis 22:17
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then also “king of Salem”, which means
“king of peace”, 3 without father, without
mother, without genealogy, having neither
beginning of days nor end of life, but made
like theSonofGod), remainsapriest contin-
ually.

4Now consider how great this man was,
to whom even Abraham the patriarch gave
a tenth out of the best plunder. 5 They
indeed of the sons of Levi who receive the
priest’s office have a commandment to take
tithes from the people according to the law,
that is, of their brothers, though these have
come out of the body of Abraham, 6 but he
whose genealogy is not counted from them
has accepted tithes fromAbraham, and has
blessed him who has the promises. 7 But
without any dispute the lesser is blessed
by the greater. 8 Here people who die re-
ceive tithes, but there one receives tithes
of whom it is testified that he lives. 9 We
can say that through Abraham even Levi,
who receives tithes, has paid tithes, 10 for
he was yet in the body of his father when
Melchizedekmet him.

11 Now if perfection was through the
Levitical priesthood (for under it the peo-
ple have received the law), what further
need was there for another priest to arise
after the order of Melchizedek, and not be
called after the order of Aaron? 12 For
the priesthood being changed, there is of
necessity a change made also in the law.
13 For he of whom these things are said
belongs to another tribe, from which no
one has officiated at the altar. 14 For it is
evident that our Lord has sprung out of
Judah, aboutwhich tribeMoses spokenoth-
ing concerning priesthood. 15 This is yet
more abundantly evident, if after the like-
ness of Melchizedek there arises another
priest, 16who has been made, not after the
law of a fleshly commandment, but after
the power of an endless life; 17 for it is
testified,
“You are a priest forever,

according to theorderofMelchizedek.”✡
18 For there is an annulling of a forego-

ing commandment because of its weakness
and uselessness 19 (for the law made noth-
ing perfect), and a bringing in of a better
hope, through which we draw near to God.
20 Inasmuchashewasnotmadepriestwith-
out the taking of an oath 21 (for they indeed
have been made priests without an oath),
but hewith an oath by him that says of him,
“The Lord swore and will not change his

mind,
‘You are a priest forever,

according to theorderofMelchizedek.’ ”✡
22By somuch, Jesus has become the guar-

antee of a better covenant.
23Many, indeed, have been made priests,

because they are hindered from continu-
ing by death. 24 But he, because he lives
forever, has his priesthood unchangeable.
25 Therefore he is also able to save to the
uttermost those who draw near to God
through him, seeing that he lives forever to
make intercession for them.

26For such a high priest was fitting for us:
holy, guiltless, undefiled, separated from
sinners, andmadehigher than theheavens;
27who doesn’t need, like those high priests,
to offer up sacrifices daily, first for his own
sins, and then for the sins of the people. For
he did this once for all, when he offered
up himself. 28 For the law appoints men
as high priests who have weakness, but
the word of the oath, which came after the
law, appoints a Son forever who has been
perfected.

8
1Now in the things which we are saying,

the main point is this: we have such a high
priest, who sat down on the right hand of
the throne of the Majesty in the heavens,
2 a servant of the sanctuary and of the
true tabernaclewhich the Lord pitched, not
man. 3For every high priest is appointed to
offer both gifts and sacrifices. Therefore it
is necessary that this high priest also have
something to offer. 4For if hewere on earth,
he would not be a priest at all, seeing there
are priests who offer the gifts according to
the law, 5 who serve a copy and shadow
of the heavenly things, even as Moses was
warned byGodwhen hewas about tomake
the tabernacle, for he said, “See, you shall
make everything according to the pattern
that was shown to you on the mountain.”✡
6But now he has obtained amore excellent
ministry, by as much as he is also the me-
diator of a better covenant, which on better
promises has been given as law.

7For if that first covenant had been fault-
less, then no place would have been sought
for a second. 8 For finding fault with them,
he said,
“Behold,* the days are coming”, says the

Lord,
“that I will make a new covenant with
the house of Israel and with the
house of Judah;

9not according to the covenant that I made
with their fathers

✡ 7:17 Psalms 110:4 ✡ 7:21 Psalms 110:4 ✡ 8:5 Exodus 25:40 * 8:8 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take
notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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in the day that I took them by the hand
to lead them out of the land of Egypt;

for they didn’t continue inmy covenant,
and I disregarded them,” says the Lord.

10 “For this is the covenant that I will make
with the house of Israel

after those days,” says the Lord:
“I will put my laws into their mind;

I will also write them on their heart.
I will be their God,

and they will be my people.
11 They will not teach every man his fellow

citizen†
and every man his brother, saying,

‘Know the Lord,’
for all will knowme,
from their least to their greatest.

12For Iwill bemerciful to theirunrighteous-
ness.

I will remember their sins and lawless
deeds nomore.”✡

13 In that he says, “A new covenant”, he
has made the first obsolete. But that which
is becoming obsolete and grows aged is
near to vanishing away.

9
1 Now indeed even the first* covenant

had ordinances of divine service and an
earthly sanctuary. 2 For a tabernacle was
prepared. In the first part were the lamp
stand, the table, and the show bread, which
is called the Holy Place. 3 After the second
veil was the tabernacle which is called the
Holy of Holies, 4having a golden altar of in-
cense and the ark of the covenant overlaid
onall sideswith gold, inwhichwas a golden
pot holding the manna, Aaron’s rod that
budded, and the tablets of the covenant;
5 and above it cherubim of glory overshad-
owing the mercy seat, of which things we
can’t speak now in detail.

6Now these things having been thus pre-
pared, the priests go in continually into
the first tabernacle, accomplishing the ser-
vices, 7 but into the second the high priest
alone, once in the year, not without blood,
which he offers for himself and for the er-
rors of the people. 8 The Holy Spirit is indi-
cating this, that the way into the Holy Place
wasn’t yet revealed while the first taberna-
cle was still standing. 9 This is a symbol of
the present age, where gifts and sacrifices
are offered that are incapable, concerning
the conscience, of making the worshiper
perfect, 10beingonly (with foodsanddrinks
and various washings) fleshly ordinances,
imposed until a time of reformation.

11But Christ having come as a high priest
of the coming good things, through the
greater and more perfect tabernacle, not
made with hands, that is to say, not of
this creation, 12 nor yet through the blood
of goats and calves, but through his own
blood, entered in once for all into the Holy
Place, having obtained eternal redemption.
13 For if the blood of goats and bulls, and
the ashes of a heifer sprinkling those who
have been defiled, sanctify to the cleanness
of the flesh, 14 how much more will the
blood of Christ, who through the eternal
Spirit offeredhimselfwithoutdefect toGod,
cleanse your conscience from dead works
to serve the living God? 15 For this reason
he is the mediator of a new covenant, since
a death has occurred for the redemption
of the transgressions that were under the
first covenant, that those who have been
called may receive the promise of the eter-
nal inheritance. 16For where a last will and
testament is, there must of necessity be the
death of himwhomade it. 17For a will is in
force where there has been death, for it is
never in force while he who made it lives.
18Therefore even the first covenant has not
been dedicated without blood. 19 For when
every commandment had been spoken by
Moses to all the people according to the law,
he took thebloodof thecalvesand thegoats,
with water and scarlet wool and hyssop,
and sprinkled both the book itself and all
the people, 20 saying, “This is the blood of
the covenant which God has commanded
you.”✡

21He sprinkled the tabernacle and all the
vessels of the ministry in the same way
with the blood. 22 According to the law,
nearly everything is cleansed with blood,
and apart from shedding of blood there is
no remission.

23 It was necessary therefore that the
copies of the things in the heavens should
be cleansed with these, but the heavenly
things themselves with better sacrifices
than these. 24For Christ hasn’t entered into
holy places made with hands, which are
representations of the true, but into heaven
itself, now to appear in the presence of God
forus; 25noryet thathe shouldofferhimself
often, as the high priest enters into the holy
place year by year with blood not his own,
26 or else he must have suffered often since
the foundation of the world. But now once
at the end of the ages, he has been revealed
to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.
27 Inasmuchas it is appointed formen to die
once, and after this, judgment, 28 so Christ

† 8:11 TR reads “neighbor” instead of “fellow citizen” ✡ 8:12 Jeremiah 31:31-34 * 9:1 TR adds “tabernacle”
✡ 9:20 Exodus 24:8
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also, having been offered once to bear the
sins ofmany, will appear a second time, not
to deal with sin, but to save those who are
eagerly waiting for him.

10
1 For the law, having a shadow of the

good to come, not the very image of the
things, can never with the same sacrifices
year by year, which they offer continually,
makeperfect thosewhodrawnear. 2Orelse
wouldn’t they have ceased to be offered,
because the worshipers, having been once
cleansed, would have had no more con-
sciousness of sins? 3 But in those sacrifices
there is a yearly reminder of sins. 4For it is
impossible that the blood of bulls and goats
should take away sins. 5Thereforewhen he
comes into the world, he says,
“You didn’t desire sacrifice and offering,

but you prepared a body for me.
6You had no pleasure in whole burnt offer-

ings and sacrifices for sin.
7 Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come (in
the scroll of the book it is written of
me)

to do your will, O God.’ ”✡
8Previously saying, “Sacrifices and offer-

ings and whole burnt offerings and sacri-
fices for sin you didn’t desire, neither had
pleasure in them” (those which are offered
according to the law), 9 then he has said,
“Behold, I have come to do your will.” He
takes away the first, that he may establish
the second, 10 by which will we have been
sanctified through the offering of the body
of Jesus Christ once for all.

11 Every priest indeed stands day by day
serving and offering often the same sacri-
fices, which cannever take away sins, 12but
he, when he had offered one sacrifice for
sins forever, sat down on the right hand
of God, 13 from that time waiting until his
enemies are made the footstool of his feet.
14 For by one offering he has perfected for-
ever those who are being sanctified. 15 The
Holy Spirit also testifies to us, for after say-
ing,
16“This is the covenant that Iwillmakewith

them
after those days,” says the Lord,

“I will put my laws on their heart,
I will also write them on their mind;”✡

then he says,
17 “I will remember their sins and their in-

iquities nomore.”✡
18Nowwhere remission of these is, there

is nomore offering for sin.

19 Having therefore, brothers, boldness
to enter into the holy place by the blood
of Jesus, 20 by the way which he dedicated
for us, a new and living way, through the
veil, that is to say, his flesh, 21 and having a
great priest over God’s house, 22 let’s draw
near with a true heart in fullness of faith,
having our hearts sprinkled from an evil
conscience and having our body washed
with purewater, 23 let’s hold fast the confes-
sion of our hope without wavering; for he
who promised is faithful.

24 Let’s consider how to provoke one an-
other to love and good works, 25 not for-
saking our own assembling together, as the
custom of some is, but exhorting one an-
other, and so much the more as you see the
Day approaching.

26 For if we sin willfully after we have
received the knowledge of the truth, there
remains no more a sacrifice for sins, 27 but
a certain fearful expectation of judgment,
and a fierceness of fire which will devour
the adversaries. 28 A man who disregards
Moses’ law dies without compassion on the
word of two or three witnesses. 29 How
much worse punishment do you think he
will be judged worthy of who has trodden
under foot the Son of God, and has counted
the blood of the covenant with which he
was sanctified an unholy thing, and has
insulted the Spirit of grace? 30For we know
him who said, “Vengeance belongs to me.
I will repay,” says the Lord.✡ Again, “The
Lordwill judge his people.”✡ 31 It is a fearful
thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

32 But remember the former days, in
which, after you were enlightened, you
endured a great struggle with sufferings:
33 partly, being exposed to both reproaches
and oppressions, and partly, becoming par-
takers with those who were treated so.
34 For you both had compassion on me in
my chains and joyfully accepted the plun-
dering of your possessions, knowing that
you have for yourselves a better posses-
sion and an enduring one in the heavens.
35 Therefore don’t throw away your bold-
ness, which has a great reward. 36 For you
need endurance so that, having done the
will of God, youmay receive the promise.
37 “In a very little while,

he who comes will come and will not
wait.

38But the righteous one will live by faith.
If he shrinks back, my soul has no plea-
sure in him.”✡

✡ 10:7 Psalms 40:6-8 ✡ 10:16 Jeremiah 31:33 ✡ 10:17 Jeremiah 31:34 ✡ 10:30 Deuteronomy32:35 ✡ 10:30
Deuteronomy 32:36; Psalms 135:14 ✡ 10:38 Habakkuk 2:3-4
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39Butwearenotof thosewhoshrinkback
to destruction, but of those who have faith
to the saving of the soul.

11
1Now faith is assurance of things hoped

for, proof of things not seen. 2 For by this,
the elders obtained approval. 3 By faith
we understand that the universe has been
framed by the word of God, so that what is
seen has not beenmade out of thingswhich
are visible.

4 By faith Abel offered to God a more ex-
cellent sacrifice than Cain, through which
he had testimony given to him that he was
righteous, God testifyingwith respect to his
gifts; and through it he, being dead, still
speaks.

5 By faith Enoch was taken away, so that
he wouldn’t see death, and he was not
found, because God translated him. For he
has had testimony given to him that before
his translation he had beenwell pleasing to
God. 6 Without faith it is impossible to be
well pleasing to him, for he who comes to
Godmust believe that he exists, and that he
is a rewarder of those who seek him.

7 By faith Noah, being warned about
things not yet seen, moved with godly
fear,* prepared a ship for the saving of his
house, through which he condemned the
worldandbecameheir of the righteousness
which is according to faith.

8 By faith Abraham, when he was called,
obeyed to go out to the place which he was
to receive for an inheritance. He went out,
not knowing where he went. 9 By faith he
lived as an alien in the land of promise, as
in a land not his own, dwelling in tentswith
Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the
same promise. 10For hewas looking for the
city which has foundations, whose builder
andmaker is God.

11 By faith even Sarah herself received
power to conceive, and she bore a
child when she was past age, since she
counted him faithful who had promised.
12 Therefore as many as the stars of the
sky in multitude, and as innumerable as
the sand which is by the sea shore, were
fathered by one man, and him as good as
dead.

13 These all died in faith, not having re-
ceived the promises, but having seen† them
and embraced them from afar, and hav-
ing confessed that they were strangers and
pilgrims on the earth. 14 For those who
say such things make it clear that they are

seeking a country of their own. 15 If indeed
theyhadbeen thinkingof that country from
which they went out, they would have had
enough time to return. 16 But now they
desire a better country, that is, a heavenly
one. ThereforeGod is not ashamedof them,
to be called their God, for he has prepared a
city for them.

17 By faith, Abraham, being tested, of-
fered up Isaac. Yes, he who had gladly
received the promises was offering up his
onlyborn‡ son, 18 towhomitwas said, “Your
offspring will be accounted as from Isaac,”
✡ 19 concluding that God is able to raise up
even from the dead. Figuratively speaking,
he also did receive him back from the dead.

20 By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau,
even concerning things to come.

21 By faith Jacob, when he was dying,
blessed each of the sons of Joseph, andwor-
shiped, leaning on the top of his staff.

22By faith Joseph, when his endwas near,
made mention of the departure of the chil-
dren of Israel, and gave instructions con-
cerning his bones.

23By faithMoses, when he was born, was
hidden for three months by his parents,
because they saw that he was a beautiful
child; and theywere not afraid of the king’s
commandment.

24By faithMoses, when he had grown up,
refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s
daughter, 25 choosing rather to share
ill treatment with God’s people than to
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a time,
26 considering the reproach of Christ
greater riches than the treasures of Egypt;
for he looked to the reward. 27 By faith
he left Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the
king; for he endured, as seeing him who is
invisible. 28 By faith he kept the Passover
and the sprinkling of the blood, that the
destroyer of the firstborn should not touch
them.

29 By faith they passed through the Red
Sea as on dry land. When the Egyptians
tried to do so, they were swallowed up.

30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down
after they had been encircled for seven
days.

31 By faith Rahab the prostitute didn’t
perish with those who were disobedient,
having received the spies in peace.

32 What more shall I say? For the time
would fail me if I told of Gideon, Barak,
Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, and the
prophets— 33 who through faith subdued

* 11:7 or, reverence † 11:13 TR adds “and being convinced of” ‡ 11:17 The phrase “only born” is from the Greek
word “μονογενη”, which is sometimes translated “only begotten” or “one and only”. ✡ 11:18 Genesis 21:12
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kingdoms, worked out righteousness, ob-
tained promises, stopped the mouths of li-
ons,✡ 34 quenched the power of fire,✡ es-
caped the edge of the sword,✡ from weak-
ness were made strong, grew mighty in
war, and caused foreign armies to flee.
35Women received their dead by resurrec-
tion.✡ Others were tortured, not accepting
their deliverance, that they might obtain a
better resurrection. 36 Others were tried
by mocking and scourging, yes, moreover
by bonds and imprisonment. 37 They were
stoned.✡ They were sawn apart. They
were tempted. They were slain with the
sword.✡ They went around in sheep skins
and in goat skins; being destitute, afflicted,
ill-treated— 38 of whom the world was not
worthy—wandering in deserts, mountains,
caves, and the holes of the earth.

39 These all, having been commended
for their faith, didn’t receive the promise,
40 God having provided some better thing
concerning us, so that apart from us they
should not bemade perfect.

12
1 Therefore let’s also, seeing we are sur-

rounded by so great a cloud of witnesses,
lay aside every weight and the sin which
so easily entangles us, and let’s run with
perseverance the race that is set before us,
2 looking to Jesus, the author and perfecter
of faith, who for the joy that was set before
him endured the cross, despising its shame,
and has sat down at the right hand of the
throne of God.

3For consider himwho has endured such
contradiction of sinners against himself,
that you don’t grow weary, fainting in your
souls. 4 You have not yet resisted to blood,
striving against sin. 5 You have forgotten
the exhortation which reasons with you as
with children,
“My son, don’t take lightly the chastening of

the Lord,
nor faint when you are reproved by
him;

6 for whom the Lord loves, he disci-
plines,

and chastises every son whom he re-
ceives.”✡

7 It is for discipline that you endure. God
deals with you as with children, for what
son is there whom his father doesn’t disci-
pline? 8 But if you are without discipline,
of which all have been made partakers,
then you are illegitimate, and not children.

9 Furthermore, we had the fathers of our
flesh to chasten us, and we paid them re-
spect. Shall we not much rather be in
subjection to the Father of spirits and live?
10For they indeed for a fewdays disciplined
us as seemed good to them, but he for
our profit, that we may be partakers of his
holiness. 11 All chastening seems for the
present to be not joyous but grievous; yet
afterward it yields thepeaceful fruit of righ-
teousness to those who have been trained
by it. 12 Therefore lift up the hands that
hang down and the feeble knees, ✡ 13 and
make straight paths for your feet,✡ so what
is lamemay not be dislocated, but rather be
healed.

14Followafterpeacewithallmen, and the
sanctification without which no man will
see the Lord, 15 looking carefully lest there
be any man who falls short of the grace of
God, lest any root of bitterness springing
up trouble you and many be defiled by it,
16 lest therebeanysexually immoralperson
or profane person, like Esau, who sold his
birthright for one meal. 17 For you know
that even when he afterward desired to
inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he
found no place for a change ofmind though
he sought it diligently with tears.

18 For you have not come to a moun-
tain that might be touched and that burned
withfire, and toblackness, darkness, storm,
19 the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of
words; which those who heard it begged
that not one more word should be spoken
to them, 20 for they could not stand that
which was commanded, “If even an animal
touches themountain, it shall be stoned”.*✡
21So fearfulwas the appearance thatMoses
said, “I am terrified and trembling.”✡

22 But you have come to Mount Zion and
to the city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem, and to innumerable multitudes
of angels, 23 to the festal gathering and as-
sembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in
heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits
of just men made perfect, 24 to Jesus, the
mediator of a new covenant,✡ and to the
blood of sprinkling that speaks better than
that of Abel.

25 See that you don’t refuse him who
speaks. For if they didn’t escape when they
refused himwhowarned on the earth, how
much more will we not escape who turn
away from him who warns from heaven,
26 whose voice shook the earth then, but

✡ 11:33 Daniel 6:22-23 ✡ 11:34 Daniel 3:1-30 ✡ 11:34 1 Kings 19:1-3; 2 Kings 6:31—7:20 ✡ 11:35 1 Kings
17:17-23; 2 Kings 4:32-37 ✡ 11:37 2 Chronicles 24:20-21 ✡ 11:37 Jeremiah 26:20-23; 1 Kings 19:10 ✡ 12:6

Proverbs 3:11-12 ✡ 12:12 Isaiah 35:3 ✡ 12:13 Proverbs 4:26 * 12:20 TR adds “or shot with an arrow”
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now he has promised, saying, “Yet once
more I will shake not only the earth, but
also the heavens.”✡ 27 This phrase, “Yet
once more” signifies the removing of those
things that are shaken, as of things that
have been made, that those things which
are not shaken may remain. 28 Therefore,
receiving a Kingdom that can’t be shaken,
let’s have grace, through which we serve
God acceptably, with reverence and awe,
29 for our God is a consuming fire.✡

13
1 Let brotherly love continue. 2 Don’t

forget to show hospitality to strangers, for
in doing so, some have entertained angels
without knowing it. 3Remember thosewho
are inbonds, asboundwith them, and those
who are ill-treated, since you are also in
the body. 4 Let marriage be held in honor
among all, and let the bed be undefiled; but
God will judge the sexually immoral and
adulterers.

5Be free from the love of money, content
with such things as you have, for he has
said, “Iwill innoway leaveyou, neitherwill
I in any way forsake you.”✡ 6 So that with
good courage we say,
“The Lord is my helper. I will not fear.

What canman do tome?”✡
7 Remember your leaders, men who

spoke to you the word of God, and
considering the results of their conduct,
imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the
same yesterday, today, and forever. 9Don’t
be carried away by various and strange
teachings, for it is good that the heart be
established by grace, not by foods, through
which those who were so occupied were
not benefited.

10 We have an altar from which those
who serve theholy tabernaclehaveno right
to eat. 11 For the bodies of those animals,
whose blood is brought into the holy place
by the high priest as an offering for sin, are
burned outside of the camp.✡ 12 Therefore
Jesus also, that he might sanctify the peo-
ple through his own blood, suffered out-
side of the gate. 13 Let’s therefore go out
to him outside of the camp, bearing his
reproach. 14 For we don’t have here an
enduring city, but we seek that which is to
come. 15 Through him, then, let’s offer up
a sacrifice of praise to God ✡ continually,
that is, the fruit of lips which proclaim al-
legiance to his name. 16 But don’t forget to
be doing good and sharing, for with such
sacrifices God is well pleased.

17Obey your leaders and submit to them,
for they watch on behalf of your souls, as
those who will give account, that they may
do this with joy and not with groaning, for
that would be unprofitable for you.

18 Pray for us, for we are persuaded that
we have a good conscience, desiring to live
honorably in all things. 19 I strongly urge
you to do this, that I may be restored to you
sooner.

20 Now may the God of peace, who
brought again fromthedead thegreat shep-
herd of the sheep with the blood of an eter-
nal covenant, our Lord Jesus, 21 make you
complete in every good work to do his will,
working in you that which is well pleasing
in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom
be the glory forever and ever. Amen.

22 But I exhort you, brothers, endure the
word of exhortation, for I have written to
you in fewwords. 23Know that our brother
Timothy has been freed, with whom, if he
comes shortly, I will see you.

24 Greet all of your leaders and all the
saints. The Italians greet you.

25Grace be with you all. Amen.

✡ 12:29 Deuteronomy4:24 ✡ 13:5 Deuteronomy31:6 ✡ 13:6 Psalms118:6-7 ✡ 13:11 Leviticus16:27 ✡ 13:15
Psalms 50:23
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The Letter from James
1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord

Jesus Christ,* to the twelve tribeswhich are
in the Dispersion: Greetings.

2 Count it all joy, my brothers,† when
you fall into various temptations, 3knowing
that the testing of your faith produces en-
durance. 4 Let endurance have its perfect
work, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, lacking in nothing.

5 But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him
ask of God, who gives to all liberally and
without reproach, and it will be given to
him. 6 But let him ask in faith, without any
doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave
of the sea, driven by the wind and tossed.
7 For that man shouldn’t think that he will
receive anything from the Lord. 8 He is
a double-minded man, unstable in all his
ways.

9 Let the brother in humble circum-
stances glory in his high position; 10and the
rich, in thathe ismadehumble, because like
the flower in the grass, he will pass away.
11 For the sun arises with the scorching
wind and withers the grass; and the flower
in it falls, and the beauty of its appearance
perishes. So the rich man will also fade
away in his pursuits.

12Blessed is a person who endures temp-
tation, for when he has been approved, he
will receive the crownof lifewhich theLord
promised to those who love him.

13 Let no man say when he is tempted,
“I am tempted by God,” for God can’t be
tempted by evil, and he himself tempts no
one. 14 But each one is tempted when he
is drawn away by his own lust and enticed.
15 Then the lust, when it has conceived,
bears sin. The sin, when it is full grown,
produces death. 16 Don’t be deceived, my
beloved brothers. 17 Every good gift and
every perfect gift is from above, coming
down from the Father of lights, with whom
can be no variation nor turning shadow.
18Of his own will he gave birth to us by the
word of truth, that we should be a kind of
first fruits of his creatures.

19 So, then, my beloved brothers, let ev-
ery man be swift to hear, slow to speak,
and slow to anger; 20 for the anger of man
doesn’t produce the righteousness of God.
21Therefore, putting away all filthiness and
overflowing of wickedness, receive with

humility the implanted word, which is able
to save your souls.‡

22 But be doers of the word, and not only
hearers, deluding your own selves. 23 For
if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a
doer, he is like a man looking at his natural
face in a mirror; 24 for he sees himself, and
goes away, and immediately forgets what
kindofmanhewas. 25Buthewho looks into
the perfect law of freedom and continues,
not being a hearerwho forgets but a doer of
the work, this man will be blessed in what
he does.

26 If anyone among you thinks himself
to be religious while he doesn’t bridle his
tongue, but deceives his heart, this man’s
religion is worthless. 27 Pure religion and
undefiled before our God and Father is this:
to visit the fatherless and widows in their
affliction, and to keep oneself unstained by
the world.

2
1My brothers, don’t hold the faith of our

glorious Lord Jesus Christ with partiality.
2 For if a man with a gold ring, in fine
clothing, comes into your synagogue,* and
a poor man in filthy clothing also comes
in, 3 and you pay special attention to him
who wears the fine clothing and say, “Sit
here in a good place;” and you tell the
poor man, “Stand there,” or “Sit bymy foot-
stool” 4haven’t you shownpartiality among
yourselves, and become judges with evil
thoughts? 5 Listen, my beloved brothers.
Didn’t God choose those who are poor in
this world to be rich in faith and heirs of
the Kingdom which he promised to those
who love him? 6 But you have dishonored
the poor man. Don’t the rich oppress you
and personally drag you before the courts?
7Don’t theyblaspheme thehonorablename
by which you are called?

8 However, if you fulfill the royal law
according to the Scripture, “You shall love
your neighbor as yourself,”✡ you do well.
9But if you show partiality, you commit sin,
being convictedby the lawas transgressors.
10 For whoever keeps the whole law, and
yet stumbles in one point, he has become
guilty of all. 11 For he who said, “Do not
commit adultery,”✡ also said, “Do not com-
mit murder.”✡ Now if you do not commit
adultery but do murder, you have become
a transgressor of the law. 12So speak and so
doasmenwhoare tobe judgedby the lawof
freedom. 13 For judgment is without mercy

* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 1:2 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be

correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ‡ 1:21 or, preserve your life. * 2:2 or, meeting ✡ 2:8
Leviticus 19:18 ✡ 2:11 Exodus 20:14; Deuteronomy 5:18 ✡ 2:11 Exodus 20:13; Deuteronomy 5:17
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to him who has shown no mercy. Mercy
triumphs over judgment.

14What good is it, my brothers, if a man
says he has faith, but has no works? Can
faith save him? 15 And if a brother or
sister is naked and in lack of daily food,
16 and one of you tells them, “Go in peace.
Be warmed and filled;” yet you didn’t give
them the things the body needs, what good
is it? 17 Even so faith, if it has no works, is
dead in itself. 18 Yes, a man will say, “You
have faith, and I have works.” Show me
your faith without works, and I will show
youmy faith bymyworks.

19 You believe that God is one. You do
well. The demons also believe—and shud-
der. 20 But do you want to know, vain
man, that faith apart from works is dead?
21 Wasn’t Abraham our father justified by
works, in that he offered up Isaac his son
on the altar? 22 You see that faith worked
with his works, and by works faith was
perfected. 23 So the Scripture was fulfilled
which says, “Abraham believed God, and it
was accounted to him as righteousness,”✡
and he was called the friend of God. 24 You
see then that by works a man is justified,
and not only by faith. 25 In the same way,
wasn’t Rahab the prostitute also justified by
works when she received the messengers
and sent them out another way? 26 For as
the body apart from the spirit is dead, even
so faith apart fromworks is dead.

3
1 Let not many of you be teachers, my

brothers, knowing that we will receive
heavier judgment. 2 For we all stumble in
many things. Anyone who doesn’t stumble
in word is a perfect person, able to bridle
the whole body also. 3 Indeed, we put bits
into the horses’ mouths so that they may
obey us, and we guide their whole body.
4Behold,* the ships also, though they are so
big and are driven by fierce winds, are yet
guided by a very small rudder, wherever
the pilot desires. 5 So the tongue is also a
little member, and boasts great things. See
howa small fire can spread to a large forest!
6 And the tongue is a fire. The world of
iniquity among ourmembers is the tongue,
which defiles the whole body, and sets on
fire the course of nature, and is set on fire
by Gehenna.† 7 For every kind of animal,
bird, creeping thing, and sea creature is
tamed, and has been tamed by mankind;
8 but nobody can tame the tongue. It is a
restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9 With
it we bless our God and Father, and with it

we curse men who are made in the image
of God. 10 Out of the same mouth comes
blessing and cursing. My brothers, these
things ought not to be so. 11 Does a spring
send out from the same opening fresh and
bitter water? 12Can a fig tree, my brothers,
yield olives, or a vine figs? Thus no spring
yields both salt water and fresh water.

13Who is wise and understanding among
you? Let him show by his good conduct
that his deeds are done in gentleness of
wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter jealousy
and selfish ambition in your heart, don’t
boast and don’t lie against the truth. 15This
wisdom is not thatwhich comes down from
above, but is earthly, sensual, and demonic.
16 For where jealousy and selfish ambition
are, there is confusion and every evil deed.
17But the wisdom that is from above is first
pure, then peaceful, gentle, reasonable, full
ofmercy and good fruits, without partiality,
and without hypocrisy. 18 Now the fruit
of righteousness is sown in peace by those
whomake peace.

4
1Wheredowars andfightings amongyou

come from? Don’t they come from your
pleasures that war in your members? 2You
lust, and don’t have. Youmurder and covet,
and can’t obtain. You fight and make war.
You don’t have, because youdon’t ask. 3You
ask, anddon’t receive, becauseyouaskwith
wrong motives, so that you may spend it
on your pleasures. 4 You adulterers and
adulteresses, don’t you know that friend-
shipwith theworld is hostility towardGod?
Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of
the world makes himself an enemy of God.
5Or do you think that the Scripture says in
vain, “The Spirit who lives in us yearns jeal-
ously”? 6 But he gives more grace. There-
fore it says, “God resists theproud, but gives
grace to the humble.”✡ 7 Be subject there-
fore to God. Resist the devil, and hewill flee
from you. 8 Draw near to God, and he will
draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you
sinners. Purify your hearts, you double-
minded. 9 Lament, mourn, and weep. Let
your laughter be turned to mourning and
your joy to gloom. 10Humble yourselves in
the sight of the Lord, and he will exalt you.

11Don’t speak against one another, broth-
ers. He who speaks against a brother and
judges his brother, speaks against the law
and judges the law. But if you judge the law,
you are not a doer of the law but a judge.
12 Only one is the lawgiver, who is able to

✡ 2:23 Genesis 15:6 * 3:4 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used
as an interjection. † 3:6 or, Hell ✡ 4:6 Proverbs 3:34
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save and to destroy. But who are you to
judge another?

13 Come now, you who say, “Today or
tomorrow let’s go into this city and spend a
year there, trade, and make a profit.” 14Yet
you don’t know what your life will be like
tomorrow. For what is your life? For you
are a vapor that appears for a little timeand
then vanishes away. 15For you ought to say,
“If the Lord wills, we will both live, and do
this or that.” 16 But now you glory in your
boasting. All such boasting is evil. 17 To
him therefore who knows to do good and
doesn’t do it, to him it is sin.

5
1 Come now, you rich, weep and howl

for your miseries that are coming on you.
2 Your riches are corrupted and your gar-
ments aremoth-eaten. 3Your gold and your
silver are corroded, and their corrosionwill
be for a testimony against you and will
eat your flesh like fire. You have laid up
your treasure in the last days. 4 Behold,
the wages of the laborers whomowed your
fields, which you have kept back by fraud,
cry out; and the cries of those who reaped
have entered into the ears of the Lord of
Armies.* 5 You have lived in luxury on the
earth, and taken your pleasure. You have
nourished your hearts as in a day of slaugh-
ter. 6 You have condemned and you have
murdered the righteous one. He doesn’t
resist you.

7Be patient therefore, brothers, until the
coming of the Lord. Behold, the farmer
waits for the precious fruit of the earth,
being patient over it, until it receives the
early and late rain. 8 You also be patient.
Establish your hearts, for the coming of the
Lord is at hand.

9 Don’t grumble, brothers, against one
another, so that you won’t be judged. Be-
hold, the judge stands at the door. 10 Take,
brothers, for an example of suffering and
of perseverance, the prophetswho spoke in
the name of the Lord. 11 Behold, we call
themblessedwhoendured. Youhaveheard
of the perseverance of Job and have seen
the Lord in the outcome, and how the Lord
is full of compassion andmercy.

12But above all things, my brothers, don’t
swear—not by heaven, or by the earth, or by
any other oath; but let your “yes” be “yes”,
and your “no”, “no”, so that you don’t fall
into hypocrisy.†

13 Is any among you suffering? Let him
pray. Is any cheerful? Let him sing praises.
14 Is any among you sick? Let him call for
the elders of the assembly, and let them

pray over him, anointing him with oil in
the name of the Lord; 15 and the prayer of
faithwill heal himwho is sick, and the Lord
will raise him up. If he has committed sins,
he will be forgiven. 16 Confess your sins to
one another and pray for one another, that
you may be healed. The insistent prayer of
a righteous person is powerfully effective.
17Elijah was a man with a nature like ours,
and he prayed earnestly that it might not
rain, and it didn’t rain on the earth for
three years and six months. 18 He prayed
again, and the sky gave rain, and the earth
produced its fruit.

19 Brothers, if any among you wanders
from the truth and someone turns him
back, 20 let him know that he who turns a
sinner from the error of his way will save a
soul from death and will cover a multitude
of sins.

* 5:4 Greek: Sabaoth (or Hebrew: Tze’va’ot) † 5:12 TR reads “under judgment” instead of “into hypocrisy”
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Peter’s First Letter
1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ,* to the

chosen ones who are living as foreigners
in the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cap-
padocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2 according to
the foreknowledge of God the Father, in
sanctification of the Spirit, that you may
obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with his
blood: Grace to you and peace be multi-
plied.

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who according to his
great mercy caused us to be born again
to a living hope through the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an in-
corruptible and undefiled inheritance that
doesn’t fade away, reserved in Heaven for
you, 5whoby the power of God are guarded
through faith for a salvation ready to be re-
vealed in the last time. 6 In this you greatly
rejoice, though now for a little while, if
need be, you have been grieved in various
trials, 7 that the proof of your faith, which
is more precious than gold that perishes,
even though it is tested by fire, may be
found to result in praise, glory, and honor
at the revelation of Jesus Christ— 8 whom,
not having known, you love. In him, though
now you don’t see him, yet believing, you
rejoice greatly with joy that is unspeakable
and full of glory, 9 receiving the result of
your faith, the salvation of your souls.

10Concerning this salvation, the prophets
sought and searched diligently. They
prophesied of the grace that would come
to you, 11 searching for who orwhat kind of
time the Spirit of Christ which was in them
pointed towhenhepredicted the sufferings
of Christ and the glories that would follow
them. 12 To them it was revealed that they
served not themselves, but you, in these
things, which nowhave been announced to
you through those who preached the Good
News to youby theHoly Spirit sent out from
heaven; which things angels desire to look
into.

13 Therefore prepare your minds for ac-
tion.† Be sober, and set your hope fully on
the grace that will be brought to you at the
revelation of Jesus Christ— 14 as children
of obedience, not conforming yourselves
according to your former lusts as in your
ignorance, 15 but just as he who called you
is holy, you yourselves also be holy in all of

your behavior, 16because it is written, “You
shall be holy, for I am holy.”✡

17 If you call on him as Father, who with-
out respect of persons judges according to
each man’s work, pass the time of your
living as foreigners here in reverent fear,
18 knowing that you were redeemed, not
with corruptible things like silver or gold,
from the useless way of life handed down
from your fathers, 19 but with precious
blood, as of a lambwithout blemish or spot,
the blood of Christ, 20who was foreknown
indeed before the foundation of the world,
but was revealed in this last age for your
sake, 21 who through him are believers in
God, who raised him from the dead and
gave him glory, so that your faith and hope
might be in God.

22 Seeing you have purified your souls
in your obedience to the truth through
the Spirit in sincere brotherly affection,
love one another from the heart fervently,
23 having been born again, not of corrupt-
ible seed, but of incorruptible, through the
word of God, which lives and remains for-
ever. 24For,
“All flesh is like grass,

and all of man’s glory like the flower in
the grass.

The grass withers, and its flower falls;
25 but the Lord’s word endures for-
ever.”✡

This is theword of GoodNewswhichwas
preached to you.

2
1 Putting away therefore all wickedness,

all deceit, hypocrisies, envies, and all evil
speaking, 2 as newborn babies, long for the
pure spiritual milk, that with it you may
grow, 3 if indeed you have tasted that the
Lord is gracious. 4 Come to him, a living
stone, rejected indeed by men, but cho-
sen by God, precious. 5 You also as living
stones are built up as a spiritual house, to
be a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual
sacrifices, acceptable to God through Jesus
Christ. 6 Because it is contained in Scrip-
ture,
“Behold,* I lay in Zion a chief cornerstone,

chosen and precious.
He who believes in him will not be dis-
appointed.”✡

7 For you who believe therefore is the
honor, but for those who are disobedient,
“The stone which the builders rejected

has become the chief cornerstone,”✡
* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 1:13 literally, “gird up the waist of your mind” or “put on the belt of the

waist of your mind” ✡ 1:16 Leviticus 11:44-45 ✡ 1:25 Isaiah 40:6-8 * 2:6 “Behold”, from “” or “ἰδοὺ”, means
look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection. ✡ 2:6 Isaiah 28:16 ✡ 2:7 Psalms
118:22 ✡ 2:8 Isaiah 8:14
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8and,

“a stumbling stone and a rock of offense.”✡
For they stumble at the word, being

disobedient, to which also they were ap-
pointed. 9But you are a chosen race, a royal
priesthood, aholynation, apeople forGod’s
own possession, that youmay proclaim the
excellence of him who called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light. 10 In the
past, you were not a people, but now are
God’s people, who had not obtained mercy,
but now have obtainedmercy.

11 Beloved, I beg you as foreigners and
pilgrims to abstain fromfleshly lusts which
war against the soul, 12having good behav-
ior among the nations, so in that of which
they speak against you as evildoers, they
may see your goodworks and glorifyGod in
the day of visitation.

13 Therefore subject yourselves to ev-
ery ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake:
whether to the king, as supreme, 14 or to
governors, as sent by him for vengeance
on evildoers and for praise to those who
do well. 15 For this is the will of God, that
by well-doing you should put to silence the
ignorance of foolish men. 16 Live as free
people, yet not using your freedom for a
cloak ofwickedness, but as bondservants of
God.

17Honor all men. Love the brotherhood.
Fear God. Honor the king.

18 Servants, be in subjection to your mas-
ters with all respect, not only to the good
and gentle, but also to the wicked. 19 For it
is commendable if someone endures pain,
suffering unjustly, because of conscience
toward God. 20 For what glory is it if, when
you sin, you patiently endure beating? But
if when you do well, you patiently endure
suffering, this is commendable with God.
21Foryouwere called to this, becauseChrist
also suffered for us, leaving you† an ex-
ample, that you should follow his steps,
22who didn’t sin, “neither was deceit found
in his mouth.”✡ 23When he was cursed, he
didn’t curse back. When he suffered, he
didn’t threaten, but committed himself to
him who judges righteously. 24He himself
bore our sins in his body on the tree, that
we, having died to sins, might live to righ-
teousness. Youwerehealedbyhiswounds.‡
25For you were going astray like sheep; but
nowyouhavereturned to theShepherdand
Overseer§ of your souls.

3
1 In the same way, wives, be in subjec-

tion to your own husbands, so that, even if
any don’t obey the Word, they may be won
by the behavior of their wives without a
word, 2 seeing your pure behavior in fear.
3 Let your beauty come not from the out-
ward adorning of braiding your hair, and
of wearing gold ornaments or of putting on
fine clothing, 4 but from the hidden person
of the heart, in the incorruptible adorn-
ment of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is
very precious in God’s sight. 5 For this is
how in the past the holywomenwho hoped
in God also adorned themselves, being in
subjection to their own husbands. 6 So
Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord,
whose children you now are if you do well
and are not put in fear by any terror.

7 You husbands, in the same way, live
with your wives according to knowledge,
giving honor to thewomanas to theweaker
vessel, as also being joint heirs of the grace
of life, that your prayers may not be hin-
dered.

8 Finally, all of you be like-minded,
compassionate, loving as brothers, tender-
hearted, courteous, 9not rendering evil for
evil or insult for insult; but insteadblessing,
knowing that you were called to this, that
youmay inherit a blessing. 10For,
“Hewhowould love life

and see good days,
let him keep his tongue from evil

and his lips from speaking deceit.
11Let him turn away from evil and do good.

Let him seek peace and pursue it.
12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righ-

teous,
and his ears open to their prayer;
but the face of the Lord is against those
who do evil.”✡

13Nowwho will harm you if you become
imitators of that which is good? 14But even
if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake,
you are blessed. “Don’t fear what they fear,
neither be troubled.”✡ 15 But sanctify the
Lord God in your hearts. Always be ready
to give an answer to everyone who asks
you a reason concerning the hope that is
in you, with humility and fear, 16 having
a good conscience. Thus, while you are
spoken against as evildoers, they may be
disappointed who curse your good way of
life in Christ. 17 For it is better, if it is
God’s will, that you suffer for doing what is
right than for doing evil. 18 Because Christ
also suffered for sins once, the righteous

† 2:21 TR reads “us” instead of “you” ✡ 2:22 Isaiah 53:9 ‡ 2:24 or, stripes § 2:25 “Overseer” is from the
Greek ἐπίσκοπον, which canmean overseer, curator, guardian, or superintendent. ✡ 3:12 Psalms 34:12-16 ✡ 3:14
Isaiah 8:12
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for the unrighteous, that he might bring
you to God, being put to death in the flesh,
but made alive in the Spirit, 19 in whom
he also went and preached to the spirits
in prison, 20 who before were disobedient
when God waited patiently in the days of
Noah while the ship was being built. In it,
few, that is, eight souls, were saved through
water. 21This is a symbol of baptism, which
now saves you—not the putting away of
the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a
good conscience toward God—through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who is at the
right handofGod, having gone into heaven,
angels and authorities and powers being
made subject to him.

4
1Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in

theflesh, armyourselvesalsowith the same
mind; for he who has suffered in the flesh
has ceased from sin, 2 that you no longer
should live the rest of your time in the flesh
for the lusts of men, but for the will of God.
3 For we have spent enough of our past
time doing the desire of the Gentiles, and
having walked in lewdness, lusts, drunken
binges, orgies, carousings, and abominable
idolatries. 4They think it is strange that you
don’t runwith them into the same excess of
riot, speaking evil of you. 5 They will give
account to him who is ready to judge the
living and the dead. 6 For to this end the
Good News was preached even to the dead,
that theymight be judged indeed as men in
the flesh, but live as to God in the spirit.

7 But the end of all things is near. There-
fore be of sound mind, self-controlled, and
sober in prayer. 8 And above all things be
earnest in your love among yourselves, for
love covers a multitude of sins. 9 Be hos-
pitable to one another without grumbling.
10 As each has received a gift, employ it in
serving one another, as good managers of
the grace of God in its various forms. 11 If
anyone speaks, let it be as it were the very
wordsofGod. If anyone serves, let it be as of
the strength which God supplies, that in all
things God may be glorified through Jesus
Christ, to whom belong the glory and the
dominion forever and ever. Amen.

12Beloved, don’t beastonishedat thefiery
trial which has come upon you to test you,
as though a strange thing happened to you.
13But because you are partakers of Christ’s
sufferings, rejoice, that at the revelation of
his glory you also may rejoice with exceed-
ing joy. 14 If you are insulted for the name
of Christ, youareblessed, because the Spirit
of glory and of God rests on you. On their

part he is blasphemed, but on your part he
is glorified. 15 But let none of you suffer as
a murderer, or a thief, or an evil doer, or
a meddler in other men’s matters. 16 But
if one of you suffers for being a Christian,
let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify
God in this matter. 17For the time has come
for judgment tobeginwith thehouseholdof
God. If it begins first with us, whatwill hap-
pen to thosewho don’t obey the Good News
of God? 18 “If it is hard for the righteous to
be saved, what will happen to the ungodly
and the sinner?”✡ 19Therefore let themalso
who suffer according to the will of God in
doing good entrust their souls to him, as to
a faithful Creator.

5
1 Therefore I exhort the elders among

you, as a fellow elder and a witness of
the sufferings of Christ, and who will also
share in the glory that will be revealed:
2 shepherd the flock of God which is among
you, exercising the oversight, not under
compulsion, but voluntarily; not for dis-
honest gain, but willingly; 3 not as lording
it over those entrusted to you, but making
yourselves examples to the flock. 4 When
the chief Shepherd is revealed, you will
receive the crown of glory that doesn’t fade
away.

5 Likewise, you younger ones, be subject
to the elder. Yes, all of you clothe yourselves
with humility and subject yourselves to one
another; for “God resists the proud, but
gives grace to thehumble.”✡ 6Humbleyour-
selves therefore under the mighty hand of
God, that he may exalt you in due time,
7 casting all your worries on him, because
he cares for you.

8 Be sober and self-controlled. Be watch-
ful. Your adversary, thedevil, walks around
like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may
devour. 9Withstand him steadfast in your
faith, knowing that your brothers who are
in the world are undergoing the same suf-
ferings. 10 But may the God of all grace,
who called you to his eternal glory by Christ
Jesus, after you have suffered a little while,
perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle
you. 11 To him be the glory and the power
forever and ever. Amen.

12Through Silvanus, our faithful brother,
as I consider him, I have written to you
briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is
the true grace of God in which you stand.
13 She who is in Babylon, chosen together
with you, greets you. So doesMark, my son.
14Greet one another with a kiss of love.
Peace be to all of you who are in Christ

Jesus. Amen.
✡ 4:18 Proverbs 11:31 ✡ 5:5 Proverbs 3:34
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Peter’s Second Letter
1 Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of

Jesus Christ,* to those who have obtained a
like precious faith with us in the righteous-
ness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ:
2 Grace to you and peace be multiplied in
theknowledgeofGodandof Jesus ourLord,
3 seeing that his divine power has granted
to us all things that pertain to life and
godliness, through the knowledge of him
who called us by his own glory and virtue,
4 by which he has granted to us his pre-
cious and exceedingly great promises; that
through these you may become partakers
of the divine nature, having escaped from
the corruption that is in the world by lust.
5Yes, and for this very cause adding onyour
part all diligence, inyour faith supplymoral
excellence; and inmoral excellence, knowl-
edge; 6 and in knowledge, self-control; and
in self-control, perseverance; and in per-
severance, godliness; 7 and in godliness,
brotherly affection; and in brotherly affec-
tion, love. 8 For if these things are yours
and abound, they make you to not be idle
or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord
Jesus Christ. 9For hewho lacks these things
is blind, seeing only what is near, having
forgotten the cleansing from his old sins.
10 Therefore, brothers,† be more diligent to
make your calling and election sure. For if
youdo these things, youwill never stumble.
11 For thus you will be richly supplied with
the entrance into the eternal Kingdom of
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

12 Therefore I will not be negligent to re-
mind you of these things, though you know
them and are established in the present
truth. 13 I think it right, as long as I am
in this tent, to stir you up by reminding
you, 14 knowing that the putting off of my
tent comes swiftly, even as our Lord Jesus
Christ made clear to me. 15 Yes, I will make
every effort that you may always be able
to remember these things even after my
departure.

16For we didn’t follow cunningly devised
fables when we made known to you the
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,
but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.
17 For he received from God the Father
honor and glory when the voice came to
him from the Majestic Glory, “This is my
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”✡
18We heard this voice come out of heaven

when we were with him on the holy moun-
tain.

19 We have the more sure word of
prophecy; and you do well that you heed
it as to a lamp shining in a dark place,
until the day dawns and the morning star
arises in your hearts, 20 knowing this first,
that no prophecy of Scripture is of private
interpretation. 21 For no prophecy ever
came by the will of man, but holy men of
God spoke, beingmoved by the Holy Spirit.

2
1 But false prophets also arose among

the people, as false teachers will also be
among you, who will secretly bring in de-
structive heresies, denying even theMaster
who bought them, bringing on themselves
swift destruction. 2Many will follow their
immoral* ways, and as a result, the way of
the truth will be maligned. 3 In covetous-
ness they will exploit you with deceptive
words: whose sentence now from of old
doesn’t linger, and their destruction will
not slumber.

4For if God didn’t spare angelswhen they
sinned, but cast them down to Tartarus,†
and committed them to pits of darkness to
be reserved for judgment; 5anddidn’t spare
the ancientworld, but preservedNoahwith
seven others, a preacher of righteousness,
when he brought a flood on the world
of the ungodly, 6 and turning the cities
of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, con-
demned them to destruction, having made
themanexample to thosewhowould live in
an ungodly way, 7 and delivered righteous
Lot, who was very distressed by the lust-
ful life of the wicked 8 (for that righteous
man dwelling among them was tormented
in his righteous soul from day to day with
seeing and hearing lawless deeds), 9 then
theLordknowshow todeliver the godly out
of temptation and to keep the unrighteous
under punishment for the day of judgment,
10but chiefly those whowalk after the flesh
in the lust of defilement anddespise author-
ity. Daring, self-willed, they are not afraid
to speak evil of dignitaries, 11whereas an-
gels, though greater in might and power,
don’t bring a slanderous judgment against
them before the Lord. 12 But these, as un-
reasoning creatures, born natural animals
to be taken and destroyed, speaking evil
in matters about which they are ignorant,
will in their destroying surely be destroyed,
13 receiving the wages of unrighteousness;
people who count it pleasure to revel in the

* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 1:10 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be

correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ✡ 1:17 Matthew17:5;Mark 9:7; Luke 9:35 * 2:2 TR reads
“destructive” instead of “immoral” † 2:4 Tartarus is another name for Hell
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daytime, spots and defects, reveling in their
deceit while they feast with you; 14 having
eyes full of adultery, and who can’t cease
from sin, enticing unsettled souls, having a
heart trained in greed, accursed children!
15Forsaking the rightway, theywent astray,
having followed the way of Balaam the son
of Beor, who loved the wages of wrongdo-
ing; 16 but he was rebuked for his own dis-
obedience. A speechless donkey spokewith
a man’s voice and stopped the madness of
the prophet.

17 These are wells without water, clouds
driven by a storm, for whom the black-
ness of darkness has been reserved for-
ever. 18 For, uttering great swelling words
of emptiness, they entice in the lusts of the
flesh, by licentiousness, those who are in-
deed escaping from thosewho live in error;
19promising them liberty, while they them-
selves are bondservants of corruption; for
a man is brought into bondage by whoever
overcomes him.

20 For if, after they have escaped the de-
filement of the world through the knowl-
edge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,
they are again entangled in it and over-
come, the last state has become worse for
them than the first. 21 For it would be
better for them not to have known the way
of righteousness, than after knowing it, to
turn back from the holy commandment de-
livered to them. 22 But it has happened to
them according to the true proverb, “The
dog turns tohisownvomitagain,”✡and “the
sow that has washed to wallowing in the
mire.”

3
1 This is now, beloved, the second letter

that I have written to you; and in both of
them I stir up your sincere mind by re-
minding you 2 that you should remember
the words which were spoken before by
the holy prophets and the commandment
of us, the apostles of the Lord and Savior,
3 knowing this first, that in the last days
mockerswill come, walking after their own
lusts 4 and saying, “Where is the promise of
his coming? For, from the day that the fa-
thers fell asleep, all things continue as they
were from the beginning of the creation.”
5 For they willfully forget that there were
heavens from of old, and an earth formed
out of water and amid water by the word
of God, 6 by which means the world that
existed then, being overflowed with water,
perished. 7 But the heavens that exist now
and the earth, by the same word have been
stored up for fire, being reserved against

the day of judgment and destruction of un-
godly men.

8But don’t forget this one thing, beloved,
that one day is with the Lord as a thou-
sand years, and a thousand years as one
day. 9 The Lord is not slow concerning his
promise, as some count slowness; but he
is patient with us, not wishing that anyone
should perish, but that all should come to
repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will
come as a thief in the night, in which the
heavens will pass away with a great noise,
and the elements will be dissolved with
fervent heat; and the earth and the works
thatare in itwill beburnedup. 11Therefore,
since all these things will be destroyed like
this, what kind of people ought you to be in
holy living and godliness, 12 looking for and
earnestly desiring the coming of the day of
God, which will cause the burning heavens
to be dissolved, and the elements will melt
with fervent heat? 13 But, according to his
promise, we look for new heavens and a
new earth, in which righteousness dwells.

14 Therefore, beloved, seeing that you
look for these things, be diligent to be found
in peace, without defect and blameless in
his sight. 15Regard the patience of our Lord
as salvation; even as our beloved brother
Paul also, according to the wisdom given
to him, wrote to you, 16 as also in all of his
letters, speaking in them of these things.
In those, there are some things that are
hard to understand, which the ignorant
and unsettled twist, as they also do to the
other Scriptures, to their own destruction.
17 You therefore, beloved, knowing these
things beforehand, beware, lest being car-
ried awaywith the error of the wicked, you
fall from your own steadfastness. 18 But
grow in the grace and knowledge of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the
glory both now and forever. Amen.

✡ 2:22 Proverbs 26:11
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John’s First Letter
1Thatwhichwas fromthebeginning, that

which we have heard, that which we have
seen with our eyes, that which we saw, and
our hands touched, concerning the Word
of life 2 (and the life was revealed, and we
have seen, and testify, and declare to you
the life, the eternal life, which was with the
Father, andwas revealed tous); 3 thatwhich
we have seen and heard we declare to you,
that you also may have fellowship with us.
Yes, and our fellowship is with the Father
and with his Son, Jesus Christ.* 4 And we
write these things to you, that our joy may
be fulfilled.

5 This is the message which we have
heard from him and announce to you, that
God is light, and in him is no darkness at
all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with
him and walk in the darkness, we lie and
don’t tell the truth. 7 But if we walk in the
light as he is in the light, wehave fellowship
with one another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ his Son, cleanses us from all sin. 8 If
we say that we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we
confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous
to forgive us the sins and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we
haven’t sinned, wemake him a liar, and his
word is not in us.

2
1 My little children, I write these things

to you so that you may not sin. If anyone
sins, we have a Counselor* with the Father,
Jesus Christ, the righteous. 2 And he is the
atoning sacrifice† for our sins, and not for
ours only, but also for the whole world.
3 This is how we know that we know him:
if we keep his commandments. 4One who
says, “I know him,” and doesn’t keep his
commandments, is a liar, and the truth isn’t
in him. 5 But God’s love has most certainly
been perfected in whoever keeps his word.
This ishowweknowthatweare inhim: 6he
who says he remains in him ought himself
also to walk just like he walked.

7Brothers, I write no new commandment
toyou, butanoldcommandmentwhichyou
had from the beginning. The old command-
ment is thewordwhich you heard from the
beginning. 8Again, Iwrite anewcommand-
ment to you, which is true in him and in

you, because the darkness is passing away
and the true light already shines. 9He who
says he is in the light and hates his brother
is in the darkness evenuntil now. 10Hewho
loves his brother remains in the light, and
there is no occasion for stumbling in him.
11 But he who hates his brother is in the
darkness, and walks in the darkness, and
doesn’t knowwherehe is going, because the
darkness has blinded his eyes.

12 I write to you, little children, because
your sins are forgiven you for his name’s
sake.

13 I write to you, fathers, because you
know himwho is from the beginning.
I write to you, young men, because you

have overcome the evil one.
I write to you, little children, because you

know the Father.
14 I have written to you, fathers, because

you know himwho is from the beginning.
I have written to you, young men, be-

cause you are strong, and the word of God
remains in you, and youhave overcome the
evil one.

15Don’t love the world or the things that
are in the world. If anyone loves the world,
the Father’s love isn’t in him. 16 For all that
is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust
of the eyes, and the pride of life—isn’t the
Father’s, but is the world’s. 17 The world is
passing awaywith its lusts, but hewhodoes
God’s will remains forever.

18Little children, these are the end times,
and as you heard that the Antichrist is
coming, even now many antichrists have
arisen. By this we know that it is the final
hour. 19 They went out from us, but they
didn’t belong to us; for if they had belonged
to us, they would have continued with us.
But they left, that they might be revealed
that none of them belong to us. 20You have
an anointing from theHolyOne, and you all
have knowledge.‡ 21 I have not written to
you because you don’t know the truth, but
because you know it, and because no lie is
of the truth. 22Who is the liar but he who
denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the
Antichrist, he who denies the Father and
the Son. 23Whoever denies the Son doesn’t
have the Father. He who confesses the Son
has the Father also.§

24Therefore, as for you, let that remain in
you which you heard from the beginning.
If that which you heard from the beginning
remains in you, you also will remain in the

* 1:3 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. * 2:1 Greek παρακλητον: Counselor, Helper, Intercessor, Advocate, and
Comforter. † 2:2 “atoning sacrifice” is from the Greek “ιλασμος”, an appeasing, propitiating, or the means of
appeasement or propitiation—the sacrifice that turns away God’s wrath because of our sin. ‡ 2:20 Or, “know what

is true”, or, “know all things” § 2:23 MT omits: He who confesses the Son has the Father also.
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Son, and in the Father. 25This is the promise
which he promised us, the eternal life.

26These things I have written to you con-
cerning those who would lead you astray.
27 As for you, the anointing which you re-
ceived from him remains in you, and you
don’t need for anyone to teach you. But
as his anointing teaches you concerning all
things, and is true, and is no lie, and even as
it taught you, you will remain in him.

28Now, little children, remain inhim, that
when he appears, we may have boldness
and not be ashamed before him at his com-
ing. 29 If you know that he is righteous,
youknowthat everyonewhopractices righ-
teousness has been born of him.

3
1Seehowgreata love theFatherhasgiven

to us, that we should be called children of
God! For this cause the world doesn’t know
us, because it didn’t know him. 2 Beloved,
now we are children of God. It is not yet
revealedwhatwewill be; butwe know that
whenhe is revealed, wewill be like him, for
wewill seehim just ashe is. 3Everyonewho
has this hope set on him purifies himself,
even as he is pure.

4 Everyone who sins also commits law-
lessness. Sin is lawlessness. 5Youknow that
he was revealed to take away our sins, and
no sin is in him. 6Whoever remains in him
doesn’t sin. Whoever sins hasn’t seen him
and doesn’t know him.

7 Little children, let no one lead you
astray. He who does righteousness is righ-
teous, even as he is righteous. 8Hewho sins
is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning
from the beginning. To this end the Son of
God was revealed: that he might destroy
the works of the devil. 9 Whoever is born
of God doesn’t commit sin, because his seed
remains in him, and he can’t sin, because
he is born of God. 10 In this the children of
God are revealed, and the children of the
devil. Whoever doesn’t do righteousness
is not of God, neither is he who doesn’t
love his brother. 11 For this is the mes-
sage which you heard from the beginning,
that we should love one another— 12unlike
Cain, who was of the evil one and killed
his brother. Why did he kill him? Because
his deeds were evil, and his brother’s righ-
teous.

13Don’t be surprised, my brothers, if the
world hates you. 14We know that we have
passed out of death into life, because we
love the brothers. He who doesn’t love his

brother remains indeath. 15Whoeverhates
his brother is a murderer, and you know
thatnomurdererhas eternal life remaining
in him.

16 By this we know love, because he laid
down his life for us. And we ought to lay
down our lives for the brothers. 17 But
whoever has the world’s goods and sees his
brother in need, then closes his heart of
compassion against him, how does God’s
love remain in him?

18My little children, let’s not love inword
only, or with the tongue only, but in deed
and truth. 19 And by this we know that we
are of the truth andpersuade our hearts be-
fore him, 20 because if our heart condemns
us,God isgreater thanourheart, andknows
all things. 21 Beloved, if our hearts don’t
condemnus,wehaveboldness towardGod;
22 so whatever we ask, we receive from
him, because we keep his commandments
and do the things that are pleasing in his
sight. 23 This is his commandment, that
we should believe in the name of his Son,
Jesus Christ, and love one another, even
as he commanded. 24 He who keeps his
commandments remains in him, and he in
him. By thiswe know that he remains in us,
by the Spirit which he gave us.

4
1 Beloved, don’t believe every spirit, but

test the spirits, whether they are of God,
becausemany false prophets have gone out
into theworld. 2By this you know the Spirit
of God: every spirit who confesses that
Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God,
3 and every spirit who doesn’t confess that
Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of
God; and this is the spirit of the Antichrist,
ofwhomyouhaveheard that it comes. Now
it is in the world already. 4 You are of God,
little children, and have overcome them,
because greater is he who is in you than he
who is in theworld. 5They are of theworld.
Therefore they speak of the world, and the
world hears them. 6We are of God. He who
knows God listens to us. He who is not of
Goddoesn’t listen tous. By thisweknow the
spirit of truth, and the spirit of error.

7 Beloved, let’s love one another, for love
is of God; and everyonewho loves has been
born of God and knows God. 8 He who
doesn’t love doesn’t know God, for God is
love. 9By this God’s lovewas revealed in us,
thatGodhas senthis onlyborn*Son into the
world that wemight live through him. 10 In
this is love, not that we loved God, but that

* 4:9 The phrase “only born” is from the Greek word “μονογενη”, which is sometimes translated “only begotten” or
“one and only”. † 4:10 “atoning sacrifice” is from the Greek “ιλασμος”, an appeasing, propitiating, or the means of
appeasement or propitiation—the sacrifice that turns away God’s wrath because of our sin.
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he loved us, and sent his Son as the atoning
sacrifice† for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God
loved us in this way, we also ought to love
one another. 12No one has seen God at any
time. If we love one another, God remains
in us, and his love has been perfected in us.

13By this we know that we remain in him
and he in us, because he has given us of his
Spirit. 14We have seen and testify that the
Father has sent the Son as the Savior of the
world. 15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is
the Son of God, God remains in him, and he
in God. 16We know and have believed the
love which God has for us. God is love, and
hewhoremains in love remains inGod, and
Godremains inhim. 17 In this, lovehasbeen
made perfect among us, that we may have
boldness in the day of judgment, because as
he is, even so we are in this world. 18There
is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out
fear, because fear has punishment. He who
fears is not made perfect in love. 19We love
him,‡ because he first loved us. 20 If a man
says, “I love God,” and hates his brother,
he is a liar; for he who doesn’t love his
brother whom he has seen, how can he
love God whom he has not seen? 21 This
commandment we have from him, that he
who loves God should also love his brother.

5
1Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ

has been born of God. Whoever loves the
Father also loves the child who is born of
him. 2 By this we know that we love the
children of God, when we love God and
keephis commandments. 3For this is loving
God, that we keep his commandments. His
commandments are not grievous. 4 For
whatever is born of God overcomes the
world. This is the victory that has overcome
the world: your faith. 5 Who is he who
overcomes the world, but he who believes
that Jesus is the Son of God?

6This is hewho camebywater and blood,
Jesus Christ; not with the water only, but
with the water and the blood. It is the
Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is the
truth. 7 For there are three who testify:*
8 the Spirit, the water, and the blood; and
the three agree as one. 9 If we receive
the witness of men, the witness of God is
greater; for this is God’s testimony which
he has testified concerning his Son. 10 He
who believes in the Son of God has the tes-
timony in himself. He who doesn’t believe
God has made him a liar, because he has
not believed in the testimony that God has
given concerning his Son. 11 The testimony

is this: that God gave to us eternal life, and
this life is in his Son. 12He who has the Son
has the life. He who doesn’t have God’s Son
doesn’t have the life.

13These things I have written to you who
believe in the name of the Son of God, that
you may know that you have eternal life,
and that youmay continue to believe in the
name of the Son of God.

14 This is the boldness which we have to-
wardhim, that ifweaskanythingaccording
tohiswill, he listens tous. 15And ifweknow
that he listens to us, whatever we ask, we
know that we have the petitions which we
have asked of him.

16 If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin
not leading to death, he shall ask, and God
will give him life for thosewho sin not lead-
ing to death. There is sin leading to death.
I don’t say that he should make a request
concerning this. 17 All unrighteousness is
sin, and there is sin not leading to death.

18We know that whoever is born of God
doesn’t sin, but he who was born of God
keeps himself, and the evil one doesn’t
touch him. 19We know that we are of God,
and thewholeworld lies in the power of the
evil one. 20Weknow that the Son of Godhas
come and has given us an understanding,
that we know him who is true; and we are
in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ.
This is the true God and eternal life.

21 Little children, keep yourselves from
idols.

‡ 4:19 NU omits “him”. * 5:7 Only a few recent manuscripts add “in heaven: the Father, the Word, and the Holy
Spirit; and these three are one. And there are three that testify on earth:”
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John’s Second Letter
1 The elder, to the chosen lady and her

children, whom I love in truth, and not I
only, but also all those who know the truth,
2 for the truth’s sake, which remains in us,
and it will be with us forever: 3 Grace,
mercy, and peace will be with us, from God
the Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ,*
the Son of the Father, in truth and love.

4 I rejoice greatly that I have found some
of your children walking in truth, even as
we have been commanded by the Father.
5 Now I beg you, dear lady, not as though
I wrote to you a new commandment, but
that whichwe had from the beginning, that
we love one another. 6 This is love, that
we shouldwalk according to his command-
ments. This is the commandment, even
as you heard from the beginning, that you
should walk in it.

7 For many deceivers have gone out into
the world, those who don’t confess that Je-
sus Christ came in the flesh. This is the
deceiver and the Antichrist. 8Watch your-
selves, that we don’t lose the things which
we have accomplished, but that we receive
a full reward. 9Whoever transgresses and
doesn’t remain in the teaching of Christ
doesn’t have God. He who remains in the
teaching has both the Father and the Son.
10 If anyone comes to you and doesn’t bring
this teaching, don’t receive him into your
house, and don’t welcome him, 11 for he
who welcomes him participates in his evil
deeds.

12 Having many things to write to you, I
don’t want to do so with paper and ink, but
I hope to come to you and to speak face to
face, that our joy may be made full. 13 The
children of your chosen sister greet you.
Amen.

* 1:3 “Christ” means “Anointed One”.



3 John 1 1170 3 John 14

John’s Third Letter
1 The elder to Gaius the beloved, whom I

love in truth.
2 Beloved, I pray that you may prosper

in all things and be healthy, even as your
soul prospers. 3For I rejoiced greatly when
brothers came and testified about your
truth, even as you walk in truth. 4 I have
no greater joy than this: to hear about my
children walking in truth.

5Beloved, you do a faithful work inwhat-
ever you accomplish for those who are
brothers and strangers. 6 They have tes-
tified about your love before the assem-
bly. You will do well to send them forward
on their journey in a way worthy of God,
7 because for the sake of the Name they
went out, taking nothing from the Gentiles.
8 We therefore ought to receive such, that
wemay be fellowworkers for the truth.

9 I wrote to the assembly, but Diotrephes,
who loves to be first among them, doesn’t
accept what we say. 10 Therefore, if I
come, Iwill call attention tohis deedswhich
he does, unjustly accusing us with wicked
words. Not content with this, he doesn’t
receive thebrothershimself, and thosewho
would, he forbids and throws out of the
assembly.

11Beloved, don’t imitate thatwhich is evil,
but that which is good. Hewho does good is
of God. He who does evil hasn’t seen God.
12Demetrius has the testimony of all, and of
the truth itself; yes, we also testify, and you
know that our testimony is true.

13 I had many things to write to you, but
I am unwilling to write to you with ink and
pen; 14but I hope to see you soon. Then we
will speak face to face.
Peace be to you. The friends greet you.

Greet the friends by name.
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The Letter from Jude
1 Jude,* a servant of Jesus Christ,† and

brother of James, to those who are called,
sanctified by God the Father, and kept for
Jesus Christ: 2May mercy, peace, and love
bemultiplied to you.

3Beloved, while I was very eager to write
to you about our common salvation, I was
constrained to write to you exhorting you
to contend earnestly for the faith which
was once for all delivered to the saints.
4 For there are certain men who crept in
secretly, even those who were long ago
written about for this condemnation: un-
godlymen, turning thegraceofourGod into
indecency, and denying our only Master,
God, and Lord, Jesus Christ.

5Now I desire to remind you, though you
already know this, that the Lord, having
saved a people out of the land of Egypt,
afterward destroyed those who didn’t be-
lieve. 6 Angels who didn’t keep their first
domain, but deserted their own dwelling
place, he has kept in everlasting bonds
under darkness for the judgment of the
great day. 7 Even as Sodom and Gomor-
rah and the cities around them, having in
the same way as these given themselves
over to sexual immorality and gone after
strange flesh, are shown as an example,
suffering the punishment of eternal fire.
8 Yet in the same way, these also in their
dreaming defile the flesh, despise author-
ity, and slander celestial beings. 9 But
Michael, the archangel, when contending
with the devil and arguing about the body
of Moses, dared not bring against him an
abusive condemnation, but said, “May the
Lord rebuke you!” 10But these speak evil of
whatever things they don’t know. They are
destroyed in these things that they under-
stand naturally, like the creatures without
reason. 11 Woe to them! For they went
in the way of Cain, and ran riotously in
the error of Balaam for hire, and perished
in Korah’s rebellion. 12 These are hidden
rocky reefs in your love feasts when they
feast with you, shepherdswhowithout fear
feed themselves; clouds without water, car-
ried along by winds; autumn trees without
fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots;
13wild waves of the sea, foaming out their
own shame;wandering stars, forwhom the
blackness of darkness has been reserved
forever. 14 About these also Enoch, the
seventh from Adam, prophesied, saying,

“Behold,‡ theLordcamewith ten thousands
of his holy ones, 15 to execute judgment on
all, and to convict all the ungodly of all
theirworks of ungodlinesswhich theyhave
done in an ungodly way, and of all the hard
things which ungodly sinners have spoken
against him.” 16 These are murmurers and
complainers, walking after their lusts—and
their mouth speaks proud things—showing
respect of persons to gain advantage.

17But you, beloved, remember the words
whichhavebeenspokenbeforeby theapos-
tles of our Lord Jesus Christ. 18 They said
to you, “In the last time there will be mock-
ers, walking after their own ungodly lusts.”
19 These are those who cause divisions and
are sensual, not having the Spirit.

20 But you, beloved, keep building up
yourselves on yourmost holy faith, praying
in the Holy Spirit. 21 Keep yourselves in
God’s love, looking for the mercy of our
Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life. 22 On
some have compassion, making a distinc-
tion, 23 and some save, snatching them out
of the fire with fear, hating even the cloth-
ing stained by the flesh.

24Now to him who is able to keep them§
from stumbling, and to present you fault-
less before the presence of his glory in great
joy, 25 to God our Savior, who alone is wise,
be glory andmajesty, dominion and power,
both now and forever. Amen.

* 1:1 or, Judah † 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. ‡ 1:14 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice,

observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection. § 1:24 TR and NU read “you”
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The Revelation to John
1 This is the Revelation of Jesus Christ,*

whichGod gave him to show to his servants
the things which must happen soon, which
he sent andmadeknownbyhis angel† to his
servant, John, 2who testified to God’s word
and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, about
everything that he saw.

3 Blessed is he who reads and those who
hear the words of the prophecy, and keep
the things that are written in it, for the time
is near.

4 John, to the seven assemblies that are in
Asia: Grace toyouandpeace fromGod,who
is and who was and who is to come; and
from the seven Spirits who are before his
throne; 5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful
witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the
ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who
lovesus, andwashedus fromour sinsbyhis
blood— 6 and he made us to be a Kingdom,
priests✡ to his God and Father—to him be
the glory and the dominion forever and
ever. Amen.

7 Behold,‡ he is coming with the clouds,
and every eye will see him, including those
who pierced him. All the tribes of the earth
will mourn over him. Even so, Amen.

8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,§”
says the Lord God,* “who is and who was
andwho is to come, the Almighty.”

9 I John, your brother and partner with
you in the oppression, Kingdom, and perse-
verance in Christ Jesus, was on the isle that
is called Patmos because of God’sWord and
the testimony of Jesus Christ. 10 I was in the
Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard behind
me a loud voice, like a trumpet 11 saying,†
“What you see, write in a book and send
to the seven assemblies:‡ to Ephesus,
Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis,
Philadelphia, and to Laodicea.”

12 I turned to see the voice that spokewith
me. Having turned, I saw seven golden
lamp stands. 13And among the lamp stands
was one like a son of man,✡ clothed with a
robe reaching down to his feet, and with a
golden sash around his chest. 14 His head
and his hair were white as white wool, like
snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire.
15 His feet were like burnished brass, as
if it had been refined in a furnace. His

voice was like the voice of many waters.
16He had seven stars in his right hand. Out
of his mouth proceeded a sharp two-edged
sword. His face was like the sun shining at
its brightest. 17When I saw him, I fell at his
feet like a deadman.
He laid his right hand on me, saying,

“Don’t be afraid. I am the first and the
last, 18 and the Living one. I was dead,
and behold, I am alive forever and ever.
Amen. I have the keys of Death and of
Hades.§ 19 Write therefore the things
which you have seen, and the things
which are, and the things which will
happen hereafter. 20Themystery of the
seven stars which you saw in my right
hand, and the seven golden lamp stands
is this: The seven stars are the angels*
of the sevenassemblies. Theseven lamp
stands are seven assemblies.

2
1 “To the angel of the assembly in Eph-

esus write:
“He who holds the seven stars in his

right hand, he who walks among the
seven golden lamp stands says these
things:

2 “I know your works, and your toil
and perseverance, and that you can’t
tolerate evilmen, and have tested those
who call themselves apostles, and they
are not, and found them false. 3 You
have perseverance and have endured
for my name’s sake, and have * not
grown weary. 4 But I have this
against you, that you left your first
love. 5 Remember therefore from
where you have fallen, and repent and
do the first works; or else I am coming
to you swiftly, and will move your lamp
standout of its place, unless you repent.
6 But this you have, that you hate the
works of the Nicolaitans, which I also
hate. 7He who has an ear, let him hear
what the Spirit says to the assemblies.
To him who overcomes I will give to eat
from the tree of life, which is in the
Paradise ofmy God.

8 “To the angel of the assembly in
Smyrnawrite:
“The first and the last, who was dead,

and has come to life says these things:
9 “I know yourworks, oppression, and

your poverty (but you are rich), and the
* 1:1 “Christ”means “AnointedOne”. † 1:1 or,messenger (here andwherever angel ismentioned) ✡ 1:6 Exodus
19:6; Isaiah 61:6 ‡ 1:7 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an

interjection. § 1:8 TR adds “the Beginning and the End” * 1:8 TR omits “God” † 1:11 TR adds “I am the Alpha

and the Omega, the First and the Last.” ‡ 1:11 TR adds “which are in Asia” ✡ 1:13 Daniel 7:13 § 1:18 or, Hell
* 1:20 or, messengers (here and wherever angels are mentioned) * 2:3 TR adds “have labored and”
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blasphemy of those who say they are
Jews, and they are not, but are a syna-
gogue of Satan. 10 Don’t be afraid of
the things which you are about to suf-
fer. Behold, the devil is about to throw
someof you intoprison, that youmaybe
tested; and youwill have oppression for
ten days. Be faithful to death, and I will
give you the crownof life. 11Hewhohas
an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says
to the assemblies. He who overcomes
won’t be harmed by the second death.

12 “To the angel of the assembly in
Pergamumwrite:
“He who has the sharp two-edged

sword says these things:
13 “I know your works and where you

dwell, where Satan’s throne is. Youhold
firmly to my name, and didn’t deny my
faith in the days of Antipas my witness,
my faithful one, who was killed among
you, where Satan dwells. 14 But I have
a few things against you, because you
have there some who hold the teaching
of Balaam, who taught Balak to throw
a stumbling block before the children
of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to
idols, and to commit sexual immoral-
ity. 15 So also you likewise have some
who hold to the teaching of the Nicolai-
tans.† 16 Repent therefore, or else I am
coming to you quickly and I will make
war against them with the sword of my
mouth. 17 He who has an ear, let him
hear what the Spirit says to the assem-
blies. To him who overcomes, to him I
will give of the hidden manna, ‡ and I
will give him a white stone, and on the
stone a new name written which no one
knows but he who receives it.

18“To theangel of the assembly inThy-
atira write:
“The Son of God, who has his eyes like

a flame of fire, and his feet are like bur-
nished brass, says these things:

19“Iknowyourworks, your love, faith,
service, patient endurance, and that
your last works are more than the first.
20 But I have this against you, that you
tolerateyour§womanJezebel,whocalls
herself a prophetess. She teaches and
seduces my servants to commit sexual
immorality and to eat things sacrificed
to idols. 21 I gave her time to repent,
but she refuses to repent of her sexual
immorality. 22Behold, I will throw her
and those who commit adultery with

her into a bed of great oppression, un-
less they repent of her works. 23 I
will kill her childrenwithDeath, and all
the assemblies will know that I am he
who searches the minds and hearts. I
will give to each one of you according
to your deeds. 24 But to you I say, to
the rest who are in Thyatira—as many
as don’t have this teaching, who don’t
knowwhat some call ‘the deep things of
Satan’—to you I say, I amnot putting any
other burden on you. 25Nevertheless,
hold that which you have firmly until I
come. 26 He who overcomes, and he
who keeps my works to the end, to him
I will give authority over the nations.
27He will rule them with a rod of iron,
shattering them like clay pots,✡ as I also
have received ofmy Father; 28and Iwill
give him the morning star. 29 He who
has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
says to the assemblies.

3
1 “And to the angel of the assembly in

Sardis write:
“He who has the seven Spirits of God

and the seven stars says these things:
“I know your works, that you have

a reputation of being alive, but you
are dead. 2 Wake up and strengthen
the things that remain, which you were
about to throw away,* for I have found
no works of yours perfected before my
God. 3 Remember therefore how you
have received and heard. Keep it and
repent. If therefore you won’t watch,
I will come as a thief, and you won’t
know what hour I will come upon you.
4Nevertheless you have a few names in
Sardis that didn’t defile their garments.
Theywillwalkwithme inwhite, for they
are worthy. 5Hewho overcomeswill be
arrayed in white garments, and I will in
no way blot his name out of the book of
life, and I will confess his name before
my Father, and before his angels. 6He
who has an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit says to the assemblies.

7 “To the angel of the assembly in
Philadelphia write:
“Hewho is holy, hewho is true, hewho

has the key of David, he who opens and
no one can shut, and who shuts and no
one opens, says these things:

8 “I know your works (behold, I have
set before you an open door, which no
one can shut), that you have a little

† 2:15 TR reads “which I hate” instead of “likewise” ‡ 2:17 Manna is supernatural food, named after the Hebrew

for “What is it?”. See Exodus 11:7-9. § 2:20 TR, NU read “that” instead of “your” ✡ 2:27 Psalms 2:9 * 3:2 NU
& TR read “which were about to die” instead of “which you were about to throw away”.
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power, and kept my word, and didn’t
deny my name. 9 Behold, I make some
of the synagogue of Satan, of those who
say they are Jews, and they are not, but
lie—behold, I will make them to come
and worship before your feet, and to
know that I have loved you. 10Because
you kept my command to endure, I also
will keep you from the hour of testing
which is to come on the whole world, to
test those who dwell on the earth. 11 I
am coming quickly! Hold firmly that
which you have, so that no one takes
your crown. 12Hewhoovercomes, Iwill
make him a pillar in the temple of my
God, and he will go out from there no
more. I will write on him the name of
my God and the name of the city of my
God, the new Jerusalem, which comes
down out of heaven from my God, and
myownnewname. 13Hewhohasanear,
let him hear what the Spirit says to the
assemblies.

14 “To the angel of the assembly in
Laodicea write:
“TheAmen, theFaithful andTrueWit-

ness, the Beginning† of God’s creation,
says these things:

15 “I know your works, that you are
neither cold nor hot. I wish you were
cold or hot. 16So, because you are luke-
warm, and neither hot nor cold, I will
vomit you out of my mouth. 17Because
you say, ‘I am rich, and have gotten
riches, and have need of nothing,’ and
don’t know that you are the wretched
one, miserable, poor, blind, and naked;
18 I counsel you to buy from me gold
refined by fire, that you may become
rich; and white garments, that you may
clothe yourself, and that the shame of
your nakedness may not be revealed;
and eye salve to anoint your eyes, that
you may see. 19 As many as I love, I
reprove and chasten. Be zealous there-
fore, and repent. 20 Behold, I stand
at the door and knock. If anyone hears
my voice and opens the door, then I will
come in to him and will dine with him,
and he with me. 21He who overcomes,
I will give to him to sit down with me
on my throne, as I also overcame and
sat down with my Father on his throne.
22He who has an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit says to the assemblies.”

4
1 After these things I looked and saw a

door opened in heaven; and the first voice
that I heard, like a trumpet speaking with

me, was one saying, “Come up here, and I
will show you the things which must hap-
pen after this.”

2 Immediately I was in the Spirit. Be-
hold, there was a throne set in heaven,
and one sitting on the throne 3 that looked
like a jasper stone and a sardius. There
was a rainbow around the throne, like an
emerald to look at. 4 Around the throne
were twenty-four thrones. On the thrones
were twenty-four elders sitting, dressed in
white garments, with crowns of gold on
their heads. 5 Out of the throne proceed
lightnings, sounds, and thunders. There
were seven lamps of fire burning before
his throne, which are the seven Spirits of
God. 6 Before the throne was something
like a sea of glass, similar to crystal. In
the middle of the throne, and around the
throne were four living creatures full of
eyes before and behind. 7The first creature
was like a lion, the second creature like a
calf, the third creature had a face like a
man, and the fourth was like a flying eagle.
8The four livingcreatures, eachoneof them
having six wings, are full of eyes around
and within. They have no rest day and
night, saying, “Holy, holy, holy* is the Lord
God, the Almighty, whowas andwho is and
who is to come!”

9 When the living creatures give glory,
honor, and thanks to him who sits on the
throne, to him who lives forever and ever,
10 the twenty-four elders fall down before
him who sits on the throne and worship
him who lives forever and ever, and throw
their crowns before the throne, saying,
11 “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, the
Holy One,† to receive the glory, the honor,
and the power, for you created all things,
andbecause of your desire they existed and
were created!”

5
1 I saw, in the right hand of him who sat

on the throne, a book written inside and
outside, sealed shut with seven seals. 2 I
sawamighty angel proclaimingwith a loud
voice, “Who is worthy to open the book,
and to break its seals?” 3No one in heaven
above, or on the earth, or under the earth,
was able to open the book or to look in it.
4 Then I wept much, because no one was
found worthy to open the book or to look
in it. 5One of the elders said to me, “Don’t
weep. Behold, the Lion who is of the tribe
of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome:
he who opens the book and its seven seals.”

6 I saw in the middle of the throne and of
the four living creatures, and in the middle

† 3:14 or, Source, or Head * 4:8 Hodges/FarstadMT reads “holy” 9 times instead of 3. † 4:11 TR omits “and God,
the Holy One,”



Revelation 5:7 1175 Revelation 7:3

of the elders, a Lamb standing, as though
it had been slain, having seven horns and
seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of
God, sent out into all the earth. 7 Then he
came, and he took it out of the right hand
of him who sat on the throne. 8Now when
he had taken the book, the four living crea-
tures and the twenty-four elders fell down
before the Lamb, each one having a harp,
and golden bowls full of incense, which are
the prayers of the saints. 9They sang a new
song, saying,
“You are worthy to take the book

and to open its seals,
for you were killed,

and bought us for God with your blood
out of every tribe, language, people,
and nation,

10andmadeus kings andpriests to ourGod;
and wewill reign on the earth.”

11 I looked, and I heard something like
a voice of many angels around the throne,
the living creatures, and the elders. The
number of them was ten thousands of ten
thousands, and thousands of thousands,
12 saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the
Lamb who has been killed to receive the
power, wealth, wisdom, strength, honor,
glory, and blessing!”

13 I heard every created thing which is in
heaven, on the earth, under the earth, on
the sea, and everything in them, saying, “To
himwho sits on the throne and to the Lamb
be the blessing, the honor, the glory, and the
dominion, forever and ever! Amen!”*

14The four living creatures said, “Amen!”
Then the† elders fell down andworshiped.‡

6
1 I saw that the Lamb opened one of the

seven seals, and I heard one of the four
living creatures saying, as with a voice of
thunder, “Come and see!” 2 Then a white
horse appeared, and he who sat on it had
a bow. A crown was given to him, and he
came out conquering, and to conquer.

3Whenheopened the secondseal, I heard
the second living creature saying, “Come!”
4 Another came out, a red horse. To him
who sat on it was given power to take peace
fromtheearth, and that they shouldkill one
another. There was given to him a great
sword.

5When he opened the third seal, I heard
the third living creature saying, “Come and
see!” And behold, a black horse, and he
who sat on it had a balance in his hand. 6 I

heardavoice in themiddleof the four living
creatures saying, “A choenix* of wheat for
a denarius, and three choenix of barley for
a denarius! Don’t damage the oil and the
wine!”

7Whenhe opened the fourth seal, I heard
the fourth living creature saying, “Come
and see!” 8 And behold, a pale horse, and
the name of he who sat on it was Death.
Hades† followed with him. Authority over
one fourth of the earth, to kill with the
sword, with famine, with death, and by the
wild animals of the earth was given to him.

9 When he opened the fifth seal, I saw
underneath the altar the souls of thosewho
had been killed for the Word of God, and
for the testimony of the Lamb which they
had. 10They criedwith a loud voice, saying,
“How long, Master, the holy and true, until
you judge and avenge our blood on those
who dwell on the earth?” 11 A long white
robe was given to each of them. They were
told that they should rest yet for awhile, un-
til their fellow servants and their brothers,‡
whowould also be killed even as theywere,
should complete their course.

12 I saw when he opened the sixth seal,
and there was a great earthquake. The
sun became black as sackcloth made of
hair, and the whole moon became as blood.
13 The stars of the sky fell to the earth, like
a fig tree dropping its unripe figs when it
is shaken by a great wind. 14 The sky was
removed like a scroll when it is rolled up.
Every mountain and island was moved out
of its place. 15 The kings of the earth, the
princes, the commanding officers, the rich,
the strong, and every slave and free person,
hid themselves in the caves and in the rocks
of the mountains. 16 They told the moun-
tains and the rocks, “Fall on us, and hide us
from the face of himwho sits on the throne,
and from the wrath of the Lamb, 17 for the
great day of his wrath has come, andwho is
able to stand?”

7
1After this, I saw four angels standing at

the four corners of the earth, holding the
four winds of the earth, so that no wind
wouldblowon theearth, oron the sea, oron
any tree. 2 I saw another angel ascend from
the sunrise, having the seal of the living
God. He cried with a loud voice to the four
angels to whom it was given to harm the
earth and the sea, 3 saying, “Don’t harm the
earth, the sea, or the trees, until we have
sealed the bondservants of ourGodon their

* 5:13 TRomits “Amen!” † 5:14 TRadds “twenty-four” ‡ 5:14 TRadds “theone living forever andever” * 6:6 A
choenix is adryvolumemeasure that is a littlemore thana liter (a littlemore thanaquart). † 6:8 or,Hell ‡ 6:11 The
word for “brothers” here andwhere context allowsmay also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”
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foreheads!” 4 I heard the number of those
who were sealed, one hundred forty-four
thousand, sealed out of every tribe of the
children of Israel:
5of the tribe of Judah twelve thousandwere

sealed,
of the tribe of Reuben twelve thousand,
of the tribe of Gad twelve thousand,
6of the tribe of Asher twelve thousand,
of the tribe of Naphtali twelve thousand,
of the tribe of Manasseh twelve thousand,
7of the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand,
of the tribe of Levi twelve thousand,
of the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand,
8of the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand,
of the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand, and
of the tribe of Benjamin twelve thousand

were sealed.
9After these things I looked, andbehold, a

great multitudewhich noman could count,
out of every nation and of all tribes, peo-
ples, and languages, standing before the
throne and before the Lamb, dressed in
white robes, with palm branches in their
hands. 10 They cried with a loud voice,
saying, “Salvationbe toourGod,who sits on
the throne, and to the Lamb!”

11All theangelswere standingaround the
throne, the elders, and the four living crea-
tures; and they fell on their faces before
his throne, and worshiped God, 12 saying,
“Amen! Blessing, glory, wisdom, thanksgiv-
ing, honor, power, andmight, be to our God
forever and ever! Amen.”

13 One of the elders answered, saying to
me, “These who are arrayed in the white
robes, who are they, and where did they
come from?”

14 I told him, “My lord, you know.”
He said tome, “These are thosewho came

out of the great suffering.* They washed
their robes and made them white in the
Lamb’s blood. 15 Therefore they are before
the throne of God, and they serve him day
and night in his temple. He who sits on
the throne will spread his tabernacle over
them. 16 They will never be hungry or
thirsty any more. The sun won’t beat on
them, nor any heat; 17 for the Lamb who is
in themiddle of the throne shepherds them
and leads them to springs of life-giving wa-
ters. And God will wipe away every tear
from their eyes.”

8
1When he opened the seventh seal, there

was silence in heaven for about half an
hour. 2 I saw the seven angels who stand

before God, and seven trumpetswere given
to them.

3Another angel came and stood over the
altar, having a golden censer. Much incense
was given to him, that he should add it to
the prayers of all the saints on the golden
altar which was before the throne. 4 The
smoke of the incense, with the prayers of
the saints, went up before God out of the
angel’s hand. 5 The angel took the censer,
and hefilled itwith the fire of the altar, then
threw it on the earth. Thunders, sounds,
lightnings, and an earthquake followed.

6 The seven angels who had the seven
trumpets prepared themselves to sound.

7 The first sounded, and there followed
hail and fire, mixed with blood, and they
were thrown to the earth. One third of the
earth was burned up,* and one third of the
trees were burned up, and all green grass
was burned up.

8 The second angel sounded, and some-
thing like a great burning mountain was
thrown into the sea. One third of the sea
became blood, 9 and one third of the living
creatures which were in the sea died. One
third of the ships were destroyed.

10 The third angel sounded, and a great
star fell from the sky, burning like a torch,
and it fell on one third of the rivers, and
on the springs of water. 11 The name of
the star is “Wormwood.” One third of the
waters became wormwood. Many people
died from the waters, because they were
made bitter.

12 The fourth angel sounded, and one
third of the sun was struck, and one third
of the moon, and one third of the stars, so
that one third of them would be darkened;
and the day wouldn’t shine for one third of
it, and the night in the same way. 13 I saw,
and I heard an eagle,† flying inmid heaven,
saying with a loud voice, “Woe! Woe! Woe
to those who dwell on the earth, because of
the other blasts of the trumpets of the three
angels, who are yet to sound!”

9
1The fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star

from the sky which had fallen to the earth.
The key to the pit of the abyss was given to
him. 2He opened the pit of the abyss, and
smokewent up out of the pit, like the smoke
from a* burning furnace. The sun and the
air were darkened because of the smoke
from the pit. 3 Then out of the smoke came
locusts on the earth, and power was given
to them, as the scorpions of the earth have
power. 4 They were told that they should

* 7:14 or, oppression * 8:7 TR omits “One third of the earth was burned up” † 8:13 TR reads “angel” instead of
“eagle” * 9:2 TR adds “great”
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not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any
green thing, neither any tree, but only those
people who don’t have God’s seal on their
foreheads. 5 They were given power, not
to kill them, but to torment them for five
months. Their tormentwas like the torment
of a scorpion when it strikes a person. 6 In
those days people will seek death, and will
innowayfind it. Theywill desire todie, and
death will flee from them.

7 The shapes of the locusts were like
horses prepared for war. On their heads
were something like golden crowns, and
their faces were like people’s faces. 8 They
had hair like women’s hair, and their teeth
were like those of lions. 9 They had breast-
plates like breastplates of iron. The sound
of their wings was like the sound of many
chariots and horses rushing to war. 10They
have tails like those of scorpions, with
stingers. In their tails they have power to
harm men for five months. 11 They have
over them as king the angel of the abyss.
His name in Hebrew is “Abaddon”,† but in
Greek, he has the name “Apollyon”.‡

12 The first woe is past. Behold, there are
still two woes coming after this.

13 The sixth angel sounded. I heard a
voice from the horns of the golden altar
which is before God, 14 saying to the sixth
angel who had the trumpet, “Free the four
angels who are bound at the great river
Euphrates!”

15 The four angels were freed who had
been prepared for that hour and day and
month and year, so that they might kill one
third of mankind. 16 The number of the
armies of the horsemen was two hundred
million.§ I heard the number of them.
17 Thus I saw the horses in the vision and
those who sat on them, having breastplates
of fiery red, hyacinth blue, and sulfur yel-
low; and the horses’ heads resembled li-
ons’ heads. Out of their mouths proceed
fire, smoke, and sulfur. 18 By these three
plagues, one third of mankind was killed:
by the fire, the smoke, and the sulfur, which
proceeded out of their mouths. 19 For the
power of the horses is in their mouths and
in their tails. For their tails are like ser-
pents, and have heads; and with them they
harm.

20 The rest of mankind, who were not
killed with these plagues, didn’t repent of
theworks of their hands, that theywouldn’t
worship demons, and the idols of gold, and
of silver, and of brass, and of stone, and
of wood, which can’t see, hear, or walk.

21They didn’t repent of theirmurders, their
sorceries,* their sexual immorality, or their
thefts.

10
1 I saw a mighty angel coming down out

of the sky, clothed with a cloud. A rainbow
was on his head. His face was like the sun,
and his feet like pillars of fire. 2 He had
in his hand a little open book. He set his
right foot on the sea, andhis left on the land.
3He cried with a loud voice, as a lion roars.
When he cried, the seven thunders uttered
their voices. 4 When the seven thunders
sounded, I was about to write; but I heard
a voice from the sky saying, “Seal up the
things which the seven thunders said, and
don’t write them.”

5 The angel whom I saw standing on the
sea and on the land lifted up his right hand
to the sky 6 and swore by him who lives
forever and ever, who created heaven and
the things that are in it, the earth and the
things that are in it, and the sea and the
things that are in it, that therewill no longer
be delay, 7but in the days of the voice of the
seventh angel, when he is about to sound,
then the mystery of God is finished, as he
declared to his servants the prophets.

8 The voice which I heard from heaven,
again speaking with me, said, “Go, take the
bookwhich is open in the hand of the angel
who stands on the sea and on the land.”

9 Iwent to theangel, tellinghim togiveme
the little book.
He said to me, “Take it and eat it. It

will make your stomach bitter, but in your
mouth it will be as sweet as honey.”

10 I took the little book out of the angel’s
hand, and ate it. It was as sweet as honey in
mymouth. When Ihadeaten it,mystomach
was made bitter. 11 They* told me, “You
must prophesy again over many peoples,
nations, languages, and kings.”

11
1A reed like a rodwas given tome. Some-

one said, “Rise and measure God’s temple,
and the altar, and those who worship in it.
2Leave out the court which is outside of the
temple, anddon’tmeasure it, for it has been
given to the nations. They will tread the
holy city under foot for forty-two months.
3 I will give power to my two witnesses,
and they will prophesy one thousand two
hundred sixty days, clothed in sackcloth.”

4 These are the two olive trees and the
two lamp stands, standing before the Lord

† 9:11 “Abaddon” is aHebrewword thatmeans “ruin”, “destruction”, or “the place of destruction” ‡ 9:11 “Apollyon”
means “Destroyer”. § 9:16 literally, “ten thousands of ten thousands” * 9:21 The word for “sorceries”
(pharmakeia) also implies the use of potions, poisons, and drugs * 10:11 TR reads “He” instead of “They”



Revelation 11:5 1178 Revelation 12:16

of the earth. 5 If anyone desires to harm
them, fire proceeds out of their mouth and
devours their enemies. If anyone desires
to harm them, he must be killed in this
way. 6 These have the power to shut up the
sky, that it may not rain during the days
of their prophecy. They have power over
the waters, to turn them into blood, and to
strike the earth with every plague, as often
as they desire.

7 When they have finished their testi-
mony, the beast that comes up out of the
abyss will make war with them, and over-
come them, and kill them. 8 Their dead
bodies will be in the street of the great
city, which spiritually is called Sodom and
Egypt, where also their Lord was cruci-
fied. 9 From among the peoples, tribes,
languages, and nations, people will look
at their dead bodies for three and a half
days, and will not allow their dead bodies
to be laid in a tomb. 10 Those who dwell
on the earth will rejoice over them, and
they will be glad. They will give gifts to
one another, because these two prophets
tormented those who dwell on the earth.

11 After the three and a half days, the
breath of life from God entered into them,
and they stood on their feet. Great fear fell
on those who saw them. 12 I heard a loud
voice from heaven saying to them, “Come
up here!” They went up into heaven in a
cloud, and their enemies saw them. 13 In
that day there was a great earthquake, and
a tenth of the city fell. Seven thousand
people were killed in the earthquake, and
the rest were terrified and gave glory to the
God of heaven.

14 The second woe is past. Behold, the
third woe comes quickly.

15 The seventh angel sounded, and great
voices in heaven followed, saying, “The
kingdom of theworld has become the King-
dom of our Lord and of his Christ. He will
reign forever and ever!”

16The twenty-four elders,who sit on their
thrones before God’s throne, fell on their
faces and worshiped God, 17 saying: “We
give you thanks, Lord God, the Almighty,
the one who is and who was,* because you
have taken your great power and reigned.
18 The nations were angry, and your wrath
came, as did the time for the dead to be
judged, and to give your bondservants the
prophets, their reward, as well as to the
saints and thosewho fear your name, to the
small and the great, and to destroy those
who destroy the earth.”

19 God’s temple that is in heaven was
opened, and the ark of the Lord’s covenant

was seen in his temple. Lightnings, sounds,
thunders, an earthquake, and great hail
followed.

12
1 A great sign was seen in heaven: a

woman clothedwith the sun, and themoon
under her feet, and on her head a crown of
twelve stars. 2Shewaswith child. She cried
out in pain, laboring to give birth.

3 Another sign was seen in heaven. Be-
hold, a great red dragon, having seven
heads and ten horns, and on his heads
seven crowns. 4 His tail drew one third
of the stars of the sky, and threw them to
the earth. The dragon stood before the
womanwhowas about to give birth, so that
when she gave birth he might devour her
child. 5She gave birth to a son, amale child,
who is to rule all the nations with a rod of
iron. Her child was caught up to God and
to his throne. 6 The woman fled into the
wilderness, where shehas a place prepared
byGod, that there theymaynourishherone
thousand two hundred sixty days.

7 There was war in the sky. Michael and
his angels made war on the dragon. The
dragon and his angels made war. 8 They
didn’t prevail. No placewas found for them
anymore inheaven. 9Thegreat dragonwas
thrown down, the old serpent, he who is
called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of
the whole world. He was thrown down to
theearth, andhisangelswere throwndown
with him.

10 I heard a loud voice in heaven, say-
ing, “Now the salvation, the power, and
the Kingdom of our God, and the author-
ity of his Christ has come; for the accuser
of our brothers has been thrown down,
who accuses them before our God day and
night. 11 They overcame him because of
the Lamb’s blood, and because of the word
of their testimony. They didn’t love their
life, even to death. 12 Therefore rejoice,
heavens, and you who dwell in them. Woe
to the earth and to the sea, because thedevil
has gone down to you, having great wrath,
knowing that he has but a short time.”

13 When the dragon saw that he was
thrown down to the earth, he persecuted
the woman who gave birth to the male
child. 14 Two wings of the great eagle were
given to the woman, that she might fly
into the wilderness to her place, so that
she might be nourished for a time, times,
and half a time, from the face of the ser-
pent. 15The serpent spewedwater out of his
mouth after the woman like a river, that he
might cause her to be carried away by the
stream. 16Theearthhelped thewoman, and

* 11:17 TR adds “andwho is coming”
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the earth opened its mouth and swallowed
up the river which the dragon spewed out
of his mouth. 17 The dragon grew angry
with the woman, and went away to make
war with the rest of her offspring,* who
keep God’s commandments and hold Jesus’
testimony.

13
1 Then I stood* on the sand of the sea. I

sawabeast comingupout of the sea, having
ten horns and seven heads. On his horns
were tencrowns, andonhisheads, blasphe-
mous names. 2 The beast which I saw was
like a leopard, and his feet were like those
of a bear, and his mouth like the mouth
of a lion. The dragon gave him his power,
his throne, and great authority. 3 One of
his heads looked like it had been wounded
fatally. His fatalwoundwas healed, and the
whole earth marveled at the beast. 4 They
worshiped the dragon because he gave his
authority to the beast; and they worshiped
the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast?
Who is able to make war with him?”

5Amouth speaking great things and blas-
phemywas given to him. Authority tomake
war for forty-two months was given to
him. 6He opened his mouth for blasphemy
against God, to blaspheme his name, his
dwelling, and those who dwell in heaven.
7 It was given to him to make war with
the saints and to overcome them. Author-
ity over every tribe, people, language, and
nation was given to him. 8 All who dwell
on the earth will worship him, everyone
whose name has not been written from the
foundationof theworld in thebookof life of
the Lamb who has been killed. 9 If anyone
has an ear, let him hear. 10 If anyone is to
go into captivity, he will go into captivity.
If anyone is to be killed with the sword, he
must be killed.† Here is the endurance and
the faith of the saints.

11 I saw another beast coming up out of
the earth. He had twohorns like a lamband
it spoke like a dragon. 12He exercises all the
authority of the first beast in his presence.
He makes the earth and those who dwell
in it to worship the first beast, whose fatal
wound was healed. 13 He performs great
signs, even making fire come down out of
the sky to the earth in the sight of people.
14 He deceives my own‡ people who dwell
on the earth because of the signs he was
granted to do in front of the beast, saying
to those who dwell on the earth that they

shouldmake an image to the beastwho had
the sword wound and lived. 15 It was given
to him to give breath to the image of the
beast, that the image of the beast should
both speak, and cause as many as wouldn’t
worship the image of the beast to be killed.
16 He causes all, the small and the great,
the rich and the poor, and the free and
the slave, to be given marks on their right
hands or on their foreheads; 17 and that no
one would be able to buy or to sell unless
he has that mark, which is the name of the
beast or the number of his name. 18 Here
is wisdom. He who has understanding, let
him calculate the number of the beast, for it
is the number of a man. His number is six
hundred sixty-six.

14
1 I saw, and behold, the Lamb standing

on Mount Zion, and with him a number,
one hundred forty-four thousand, having
his name and the name of his Father writ-
ten on their foreheads. 2 I heard a sound
from heaven like the sound of many wa-
ters and like the sound of a great thunder.
The sound which I heard was like that of
harpists playing on their harps. 3They sing
anewsongbefore the throneandbefore the
four living creatures and the elders. No one
could learn the song except the one hun-
dred forty-four thousand, those who had
been redeemed out of the earth. 4These are
those who were not defiled with women,
for they are virgins. These are those who
follow the Lamb wherever he goes. These
were redeemed by Jesus from among men,
the first fruits to God and to the Lamb. 5 In
their mouth was found no lie, for they are
blameless.*

6 I saw an angel flying in mid heaven,
having an eternal Good News to proclaim
to those who dwell on the earth—to every
nation, tribe, language, and people. 7 He
said with a loud voice, “Fear the Lord, and
give him glory, for the hour of his judgment
has come. Worship him who made the
heaven, the earth, the sea, and the springs
of waters!”

8 Another, a second angel, followed, say-
ing, “Babylon the great has fallen, which
hasmadeall thenations todrinkof thewine
of the wrath of her sexual immorality.”

9 Another angel, a third, followed them,
saying with a great voice, “If anyone wor-
ships the beast and his image, and receives
amark on his forehead or on his hand, 10he

* 12:17 or, seed * 13:1 NU reads he stood † 13:10 TR reads “If anyone leads into captivity, into captivity he goes.
If anyone will kill with the sword, hemust be killed with a sword.” instead of “If anyone is to go into captivity, he will go
into captivity. If anyone is to be killed with the sword, hemust be killed.” ‡ 13:14 NU omits “my own” * 14:5 TR
adds “before the throne of God”
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also will drink of the wine of the wrath of
God, which is prepared unmixed in the cup
of his anger. He will be tormented with fire
andsulfur in thepresenceof theholyangels
and in the presence of the Lamb. 11 The
smoke of their torment goes up forever and
ever. They haveno rest day andnight, those
who worship the beast and his image, and
whoever receives themark of his name.

12Here is the perseverance of the saints,
those who keep the commandments of God
and the faith of Jesus.”

13 I heard a voice from heaven saying,
“Write, ‘Blessed are the deadwho die in the
Lord from now on.’ ”

“Yes,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest
from their labors, for their works follow
with them.”

14 I looked, and saw a white cloud, and
on the cloud one sitting like a son of man,✡
having on his head a golden crown, and in
his hand a sharp sickle. 15 Another angel
came out of the temple, crying with a loud
voice to him who sat on the cloud, “Send
your sickle and reap, for the hour to reap
has come; for the harvest of the earth is
ripe!” 16 He who sat on the cloud thrust
his sickle on the earth, and the earth was
reaped.

17 Another angel came out of the temple
which is in heaven. He also had a sharp
sickle. 18Another angel came out from the
altar, he who has power over fire, and he
called with a great voice to him who had
the sharp sickle, saying, “Send your sharp
sickle and gather the clusters of the vine of
the earth, for the earth’s grapes are fully
ripe!” 19The angel thrust his sickle into the
earth, and gathered the vintage of the earth
and threw it into the great wine press of
the wrath of God. 20 The wine press was
trodden outside of the city, and blood came
out of thewinepress, up to thebridles of the
horses, as far as one thousand six hundred
stadia.†

15
1 I saw another great and marvelous sign

in the sky: seven angels having the seven
last plagues, for in them God’s wrath is
finished.

2 I saw something like a sea of glassmixed
with fire, and those who overcame the
beast, his image,* and the number of his
name, standing on the sea of glass, having
harps ofGod. 3They sang the song ofMoses,
the servant of God, and the song of the
Lamb, saying,
“Great andmarvelous are yourworks, Lord

God, the Almighty!

Righteous and true are your ways, you
King of the nations.

4Whowouldn’t fear you, Lord,
and glorify your name?

For you only are holy.
For all the nations will come and wor-
ship before you.

For your righteous acts have been re-
vealed.”

5After these things I looked, and the tem-
ple of the tabernacle of the testimony in
heavenwasopened. 6Thesevenangelswho
had the seven plagues came out, clothed
withpure, bright linen, andwearing golden
sashes around their chests.

7One of the four living creatures gave to
the seven angels seven golden bowls full
of the wrath of God, who lives forever and
ever. 8 The temple was filled with smoke
from the glory of God and from his power.
No one was able to enter into the temple
until the seven plagues of the seven angels
would be finished.

16
1 I heard a loud voice out of the temple,

saying to the sevenangels, “Goandpour out
the seven bowls of the wrath of God on the
earth!”

2 The first went, and poured out his bowl
into the earth, and it became a harmful
and painful sore on the people who had the
mark of the beast, and who worshiped his
image.

3 The second angel poured out his bowl
into the sea, and it became blood as of a
dead man. Every living thing in the sea
died.

4 The third poured out his bowl into the
rivers and springs of water, and they be-
came blood. 5 I heard the angel of the
waters saying, “You are righteous, who are
and who were, O Holy One, because you
have judged these things. 6For they poured
out the blood of saints and prophets, and
you have given them blood to drink. They
deserve this.”

7 I heard the altar saying, “Yes, Lord God,
the Almighty, true and righteous are your
judgments.”

8 The fourth poured out his bowl on the
sun, and it was given to him to scorch men
with fire. 9Peoplewere scorchedwith great
heat, and people blasphemed the name of
God who has the power over these plagues.
They didn’t repent and give him glory.

10 The fifth poured out his bowl on the
throne of the beast, and his kingdom was
darkened. They gnawed their tongues be-
cause of the pain, 11 and they blasphemed

✡ 14:14 Daniel 7:13 † 14:20 1600 stadia = 296 kilometers or 184miles * 15:2 TR adds “his mark,”
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the God of heaven because of their pains
and their sores. They still didn’t repent of
their works.

12 The sixth poured out his bowl on the
great river, the Euphrates. Its water was
dried up, that the way might be prepared
for the kings that come from the sunrise.*
13 I saw coming out of the mouth of the
dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast,
and out of the mouth of the false prophet,
three unclean spirits, something like frogs;
14 for they are spirits of demons, perform-
ing signs, which go out to the kings of the
whole inhabited earth, to gather them to-
gether for the war of that great day of God
the Almighty.

15 “Behold, I come like a thief. Blessed
is he who watches, and keeps his
clothes, so that he doesn’t walk naked,
and they see his shame.” 16He gathered
them together into the placewhich is called
in Hebrew, “Harmagedon”.

17 The seventh poured out his bowl into
the air. A loud voice came out of the temple
of heaven, from the throne, saying, “It is
done!” 18 There were lightnings, sounds,
and thunders; and there was a great earth-
quake such as has not happened since there
were men on the earth—so great an earth-
quake and so mighty. 19 The great city was
divided into three parts, and the cities of
the nations fell. Babylon the great was
remembered in the sight of God, to give to
her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of
his wrath. 20 Every island fled away, and
the mountains were not found. 21 Great
hailstones, about the weight of a talent,†
came down out of the sky on people. People
blasphemed God because of the plague of
the hail, for this plague was exceedingly
severe.

17
1 One of the seven angels who had the

seven bowls came and spoke with me, say-
ing, “Come here. I will show you the judg-
ment of the great prostitute who sits on
many waters, 2with whom the kings of the
earth committed sexual immorality. Those
who dwell in the earthweremade drunken
with the wine of her sexual immorality.”
3 He carried me away in the Spirit into a
wilderness. I saw a woman sitting on a
scarlet-colored beast, full of blasphemous
names, having seven heads and ten horns.
4 The woman was dressed in purple and
scarlet, and decked with gold and precious
stones and pearls, having in her hand a
golden cup full of abominations and the
impurities of the sexual immorality of the

earth. 5 And on her forehead a name was
written, “MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT,
THE MOTHER OF THE PROSTITUTES AND
OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.”
6 I saw the woman drunken with the blood
of the saints and with the blood of the mar-
tyrs of Jesus. When I saw her, I wondered
with great amazement.

7 The angel said to me, “Why do you
wonder? I will tell you the mystery of
the woman and of the beast that carries
her, which has the seven heads and the ten
horns. 8 The beast that you saw was, and
is not; and is about to come up out of the
abyss and to go into destruction. Thosewho
dwell on the earth and whose names have
not beenwritten in the book of life from the
foundation of the world will marvel when
they see that the beast was, and is not, and
shall be present.*

9Here is the mind that has wisdom. The
seven heads are sevenmountains onwhich
the woman sits. 10 They are seven kings.
Five have fallen, the one is, and the other
has not yet come. When he comes, he must
continuea littlewhile. 11Thebeast thatwas,
and isnot, is himself also aneighth, and is of
the seven; andhe goes to destruction. 12The
ten horns that you saw are ten kings who
have received no kingdom as yet, but they
receive authority as kingswith thebeast for
one hour. 13These have onemind, and they
give their power and authority to the beast.
14These will war against the Lamb, and the
Lambwill overcome them, for he is Lord of
lords and King of kings; and those who are
with him are called, chosen, and faithful.”
15 He said to me, “The waters which you
saw, where the prostitute sits, are peoples,
multitudes, nations, and languages. 16 The
tenhornswhichyou saw, theyand thebeast
will hate the prostitute, will make her deso-
late, will strip her naked, will eat her flesh,
and will burn her utterly with fire. 17 For
Godhasput in theirhearts todowhathehas
inmind, to be of onemind, and to give their
kingdom to the beast, until the words of
God shouldbeaccomplished. 18Thewoman
whomyousaw is thegreat citywhich reigns
over the kings of the earth.”

18
1 After these things, I saw another an-

gel coming down out of the sky, having
great authority. The earth was illuminated
with his glory. 2 He cried with a mighty
voice, saying, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the
great, and she has become a habitation of
demons, a prison of every unclean spirit,

* 16:12 or, east † 16:21 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds. * 17:8 TR reads “yet is” instead of “shall be
present”
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and a prison of every unclean and hated
bird! 3For all the nations have drunk of the
wine of thewrath of her sexual immorality,
the kings of the earth committed sexual
immorality with her, and the merchants of
the earth grew rich from the abundance of
her luxury.”

4 I heard another voice from heaven, say-
ing, “Come out of her, my people, that you
have no participation in her sins, and that
you don’t receive of her plagues, 5 for her
sins have reached to the sky, and God has
remembered her iniquities. 6Return to her
just as she returned, and repay her double
as she did, and according to her works. In
the cupwhich shemixed,mix toherdouble.
7 However much she glorified herself and
grew wanton, so much give her of torment
and mourning. For she says in her heart, ‘I
sit a queen, andamnowidow, andwill inno
way see mourning.’ 8 Therefore in one day
her plagues will come: death, mourning,
and famine; and she will be utterly burned
with fire, for the Lord God who has judged
her is strong.

9 The kings of the earth who committed
sexual immorality and livedwantonly with
her will weep and wail over her, when
they look at the smoke of her burning,
10 standing far away for the fear of her
torment, saying, ‘Woe, woe, the great city,
Babylon, the strong city! For your judg-
ment has come in one hour.’ 11 The mer-
chants of the earth weep and mourn over
her, for no one buys their merchandise any
more: 12 merchandise of gold, silver, pre-
cious stones, pearls, fine linen, purple, silk,
scarlet, all expensive wood, every vessel of
ivory, every vessel made of most precious
wood, and of brass, and iron, and marble;
13 and cinnamon, incense, perfume, frank-
incense, wine, olive oil, fine flour, wheat,
cattle, sheep, horses, chariots, and people’s
bodies and souls. 14 The fruits which your
soul lusted after have been lost to you.
All things that were dainty and sumptuous
have perished from you, and you will find
them no more at all. 15 The merchants
of these things, who were made rich by
her, will stand far away for the fear of her
torment, weeping and mourning, 16 saying,
‘Woe, woe, the great city, she who was
dressed in fine linen, purple, and scarlet,
and decked with gold and precious stones
and pearls! 17 For in an hour such great
riches are made desolate.’ Every ship mas-
ter, and everyone who sails anywhere, and
mariners, and as many as gain their living
by sea, stood far away, 18 and cried out as
they looked at the smoke of her burning,
saying, ‘What is like the great city?’ 19 They
cast dust on their heads, and cried,weeping

andmourning, saying, ‘Woe, woe, the great
city, in which all who had their ships in the
sea were made rich by reason of her great
wealth!’ For she is made desolate in one
hour.

20 “Rejoice over her, O heaven, you saints,
apostles, and prophets, for God has judged
your judgment on her.”

21 A mighty angel took up a stone like
a great millstone and cast it into the sea,
saying, “Thus with violence will Babylon,
the great city, be thrown down, and will
be found no more at all. 22 The voice
of harpists, minstrels, flute players, and
trumpeters will be heard no more at all in
you. No craftsman ofwhatever craft will be
found any more at all in you. The sound of
a mill will be heard no more at all in you.
23 The light of a lamp will shine no more at
all in you. The voice of the bridegroom and
of the bride will be heard no more at all in
you, for your merchants were the princes
of the earth; for with your sorcery all the
nations were deceived. 24 In her was found
the blood of prophets and of saints, and of
all who have been slain on the earth.”

19
1After these things I heard something like

a loud voice of a great multitude in heaven,
saying, “Hallelujah! Salvation, power, and
glory belong to our God; 2 for his judg-
ments are true and righteous. For he has
judged the great prostitute who corrupted
the earth with her sexual immorality, and
he has avenged the blood of his servants at
her hand.”

3 A second said, “Hallelujah! Her smoke
goes up forever and ever.” 4 The twenty-
four elders and the four living creatures fell
down and worshiped God who sits on the
throne, saying, “Amen! Hallelujah!”

5 A voice came from the throne, saying,
“Givepraise to ourGod, all youhis servants,
youwho fear him, the small and the great!”

6 I heard something like the voice of a
great multitude, and like the voice of many
waters, and like the voice of mighty thun-
ders, saying, “Hallelujah! For the Lord our
God, the Almighty, reigns! 7 Let’s rejoice
and be exceedingly glad, and let’s give the
glory to him. For the wedding of the Lamb
has come, and his wife has made herself
ready.” 8 It was given to her that she would
array herself in bright, pure, fine linen, for
the fine linen is the righteous acts of the
saints.

9He said tome, “Write, ‘Blessed are those
who are invited to the wedding supper of
the Lamb.’ ” He said to me, “These are true
words of God.”
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10 I fell down before his feet to worship
him. He said to me, “Look! Don’t do it! I
ama fellowbondservantwith you andwith
your brothers who hold the testimony of
Jesus. Worship God, for the testimony of
Jesus is the Spirit of Prophecy.”

11 I saw the heaven opened, and behold,
a white horse, and he who sat on it is
called Faithful and True. In righteousness
he judges and makes war. 12 His eyes are
a flame of fire, and on his head are many
crowns. He has names written and a name
writtenwhichnooneknowsbuthehimself.
13He is clothed in a garment sprinkledwith
blood. His name is called “The Word of
God.” 14 The armies which are in heaven,
clothed in white, pure, fine linen, followed
him on white horses. 15 Out of his mouth
proceeds a sharp, double-edged sword that
with it he should strike the nations. He will
rule them with an iron rod.✡ He treads the
wine press of the fierceness of the wrath of
God, the Almighty. 16He has on his garment
and on his thigh a name written, “KING OF
KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.”

17 I saw an angel standing in the sun. He
cried with a loud voice, saying to all the
birds that fly in the sky, “Come! Be gathered
together to the great supper of God,* 18 that
you may eat the flesh of kings, the flesh
of captains, the flesh of mighty men, and
the flesh of horses and of those who sit on
them, and thefleshof allmen, both free and
slave, small and great.” 19 I saw the beast,
the kings of the earth, and their armies,
gathered together to make war against him
who sat on the horse and against his army.
20 The beast was taken, and with him the
false prophet who worked the signs in his
sight, with which he deceived those who
had received the mark of the beast and
those who worshiped his image. These two
were thrown alive into the lake of fire that
burns with sulfur. 21 The rest were killed
with the sword of himwho sat on the horse,
the sword which came out of his mouth. So
all the birds were filled with their flesh.

20
1 I saw an angel coming down out of

heaven, having the key of the abyss and a
great chain in his hand. 2 He seized the
dragon, the old serpent, who is the devil
and Satan, who deceives the whole inhab-
ited earth,* and bound him for a thousand
years, 3 and cast him into the abyss, and
shut it and sealed it overhim, thathe should

deceive the nations nomore until the thou-
sand years were finished. After this, he
must be freed for a short time.

4 I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and
judgmentwas given to them. I saw the souls
of those who had been beheaded for the
testimony of Jesus and for the word of God,
and such as didn’tworship the beast nor his
image, and didn’t receive themark on their
forehead and on their hand. They lived and
reigned with Christ for a thousand years.
5 The rest of the dead didn’t live until the
thousand years were finished. This is the
first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is he
who has part in the first resurrection. Over
these, the second death has no power, but
theywill be priests ofGodandof Christ, and
will reign with him one thousand years.

7And after the thousand years, Satanwill
be released from his prison 8 and he will
come out to deceive the nations which are
in the four corners of the earth, Gog and
Magog, to gather them together to the war,
whose number is as the sand of the sea.
9 They went up over the width of the earth
and surrounded the camp of the saints
and the beloved city. Fire came down out
of heaven from God and devoured them.
10Thedevilwhodeceived themwas thrown
into the lake of fire and sulfur, where the
beast and the false prophet are also. They
will be tormented day and night forever
and ever.

11 I sawagreatwhite throne andhimwho
sat on it, from whose face the earth and
the heaven fled away. There was found no
place for them. 12 I saw the dead, the great
and the small, standing before the throne,
and they opened books. Another book was
opened, which is the book of life. The dead
were judged out of the things which were
written in the books, according to their
works. 13 The sea gave up the dead who
were in it. Death and Hades† gave up the
deadwhowere in them. They were judged,
each one according to his works. 14 Death
and Hades‡ were thrown into the lake of
fire. This is the second death, the lake of
fire. 15 If anyone was not found written in
the book of life, he was cast into the lake of
fire.

21
1 I saw a new heaven and a new earth,

for the first heaven and the first earth have
passed away, and the sea is no more. 2 I
saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God, prepared
like a bride adorned for her husband. 3 I

✡ 19:15 Psalms 2:9 * 19:17 TR reads “supper of the great God” instead of “great supper of God” * 20:2 TR and
NU omit “who deceives the whole inhabited earth”. † 20:13 or, Hell ‡ 20:14 or, Hell
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heard a loud voice out of heaven saying,
“Behold, God’s dwelling is with people; and
hewill dwellwith them, and theywill be his
people, and God himself will be with them
as their God. 4 He will wipe away every
tear from their eyes. Deathwill be nomore;
neither will there bemourning, nor crying,
nor pain any more. The first things have
passed away.”

5Hewho sits on the throne said, “Behold,
I am making all things new.” He said,
“Write, for thesewords ofGodare faith-
ful and true.” 6 He said to me, “I am
theAlpha and theOmega, theBeginning
andtheEnd. Iwill give freely tohimwho
is thirsty from the spring of the water
of life. 7 He who overcomes, I will
give him these things. I will be his God,
and he will be my son. 8 But for the
cowardly, unbelieving, sinners,* abom-
inable, murderers, sexually immoral,
sorcerers,† idolaters, and all liars, their
part is in the lake that burns with fire
and sulfur, which is the second death.”

9 One of the seven angels who had the
seven bowls which were loaded with the
seven last plagues came, and he spoke with
me, saying, “Come here. I will show you
the bride, the Lamb’s wife.” 10 He car-
ried me away in the Spirit to a great and
high mountain, and showed me the holy
city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven
from God, 11 having the glory of God. Her
light was like a most precious stone, like
a jasper stone, clear as crystal; 12 having
a great and high wall with twelve gates,
and at the gates twelve angels, and names
writtenon them,whichare thenamesof the
twelve tribes of the children of Israel. 13On
the east were three gates, and on the north
three gates, and on the south three gates,
and on the west three gates. 14 The wall
of the city had twelve foundations, and on
them twelve names of the twelve Apostles
of the Lamb.

15He who spoke with me had for a mea-
sure a golden reed to measure the city, its
gates, and its walls. 16The city is square. Its
length is as great as its width. Hemeasured
the city with the reed: twelve thousand
twelve stadia.‡ Its length, width, and height
are equal. 17 Its wall is one hundred forty-
four cubits,§ by the measure of a man, that
is, of anangel. 18The constructionof itswall
was jasper. The citywaspure gold, like pure
glass. 19 The foundations of the city’s wall
were adorned with all kinds of precious

stones. The first foundation was jasper,
the second sapphire;* the third chalcedony,
the fourth emerald, 20 the fifth sardonyx,
the sixth sardius, the seventh chrysolite,
the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth
chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and the
twelfth amethyst. 21 The twelve gates were
twelve pearls. Each one of the gates was
madeof onepearl. The street of the citywas
pure gold, like transparent glass.

22 I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God
the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.
23The city has no need for the sun or moon
to shine, for the very glory of God illumi-
nated it and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 The
nations will walk in its light. The kings of
the earth bring the glory and honor of the
nations into it. 25 Its gates will in no way
be shut by day (for there will be no night
there), 26 and they shall bring the glory and
the honor of the nations into it so that they
mayenter. 27Therewill innowayenter into
it anything profane, or one who causes an
abominationora lie, but only thosewhoare
written in the Lamb’s book of life.

22
1 He showed me a* river of water of

life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the
throne of God and of the Lamb, 2 in the
middle of its street. On this side of the river
and on that was the tree of life, bearing
twelve kinds of fruits, yielding its fruit ev-
ery month. The leaves of the tree were for
the healing of the nations. 3 There will be
no curse any more. The throne of God and
of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants
will serve him. 4They will see his face, and
his namewill be on their foreheads. 5There
will benonight, and theyneedno lamp light
or sun light; for theLordGodwill illuminate
them. They will reign forever and ever.

6He said tome, “These words are faithful
and true. The Lord God of the spirits of
the prophets sent his angel to show to his
bondservants the things which must hap-
pen soon.”

7 “Behold, I am coming soon! Blessed
is he who keeps the words of the
prophecy of this book.”

8Now I, John, am the one who heard and
saw these things. When I heard and saw, I
fell down to worship before the feet of the
angel who had shownme these things. 9He
said to me, “You must not do that! I am a
fellowbondservantwith you andwith your
brothers, the prophets, and with those who
keep the words of this book. Worship God.”

* 21:8 TR and NU omit “sinners” † 21:8 The word for “sorcerers” here also includes users of potions and drugs.
‡ 21:16 12,012 stadia = 2,221 kilometers or 1,380miles. TR reads 12,000 stadia instead of 12,012 stadia. § 21:17 144

cubits is about 65.8 meters or 216 feet * 21:19 or, lapis lazuli * 22:1 TR adds “pure”



Revelation 22:10 1185 Revelation 22:21

10He said tome, “Don’t seal up thewords of
the prophecy of this book, for the time is at
hand. 11 He who acts unjustly, let him act
unjustly still. He who is filthy, let him be
filthy still. He who is righteous, let him do
righteousness still. He who is holy, let him
be holy still.”

12 “Behold, I am coming soon! My re-
ward is with me, to repay to each man
according to hiswork. 13 I am theAlpha
and the Omega, the First and the Last,
the Beginning and the End. 14 Blessed
are those who do his commandments,†
that they may have the right to the tree
of life, and may enter in by the gates
into the city. 15 Outside are the dogs,
thesorcerers, thesexually immoral, the
murderers, the idolaters, and everyone
who loves and practices falsehood. 16 I,
Jesus, havesentmyangel to testify these
things to you for the assemblies. I am
the root and the offspring of David, the
Bright andMorning Star.”

17 The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!”
Hewho hears, let him say, “Come!” Hewho
is thirsty, let him come. He who desires, let
him take the water of life freely.

18 I testify to everyone who hears the
words of the prophecy of this book: if any-
one adds to them, God will add to him the
plagues which are written in this book. 19 If
anyone takes away from the words of the
book of this prophecy, God will take away
his part from the tree‡ of life, and out of the
holy city, which are written in this book.
20 He who testifies these things says, “Yes,
I am coming soon.”
Amen! Yes, come, Lord Jesus!
21 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be

with all the saints. Amen.

† 22:14 NU reads “wash their robes” instead of “do his commandments”. ‡ 22:19 TR reads “Book” instead of “tree”
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World English Bible
Glossary

The following words used in the World
English Bible (WEB) are not very com-
mon, either because they refer to ancient
weights, measures, or money, or because
they are in someway unique to the Bible.
Abaddon Abaddon is Hebrew for de-
struction.

Abba Abba is a Chaldee word for father,
used in a respectful, affectionate, and
familiar way, like papa, dad, or daddy.
Often used in prayer to refer to our
Father in Heaven.

adultery Adultery is having sexual in-
tercourse with someone besides your
own husband or wife. In the Bible,
the only legitimate sexual intercourse
is between a man and a woman who
aremarried to each other.

alphaAlpha is the first letter of theGreek
alphabet. It is sometimes used to mean
the beginning or the first.

amenAmenmeans “Sobe it”or “I believe
it is certainly so.”

angel “Angel” literally means “messen-
ger” or “envoy,” and is usually used to
refer to spiritual beings who normally
are invisible to us, but can also appear
as exceedingly strong creatures or as
humans.

Apollyon Apollyon is Greek for de-
stroyer.

apostle “Apostle”means a delegate,mes-
senger, or one sent forth with orders.
This term is applied in the New Tes-
tament in both a general sense con-
nected with a ministry of establishing
and strengthening church fellowships,
as well as in a specific sense to “The
12 Apostles of the Lamb” (Revelation
21:14). The former category applies
to a specific ministry that continues
in the Church (Ephesians 4:11-13) and
which includes many more than 12
people, while the latter refers to the
apostles named in Matthew 10:2-4, ex-
cept with Judas Iscariot replaced by
Matthias (Acts 1:26).

Armageddon See Har-magedon.
assarion An assarion is a small Ro-
man copper coin worth one tenth of a
drachma, or about an hour’s wages for
an agricultural laborer.

aureus An aureus is a Roman gold coin,
worth 25 silver denarii. An aureus
weighed from 115 to 126.3 grains (7.45
to 8.18 grams).

baptize Baptize means to immerse in,
or wash with something, usually wa-
ter. Baptism in the Holy Spirit, fire,
the Body of Christ, and suffering are
also mentioned in the New Testament,
along with baptism in water. Baptism
is not just to cleanse the body, but as
an outward sign of an inward spiritual
cleansing and commitment. Baptism
is a sign of repentance, as practiced by
John the Baptizer, and of faith in Jesus
Christ, as practiced by Jesus’ disciples.

bath A bath is a liquid measure of about
22 liters, 5.8U. S. gallons, or4.8 imperial
gallons.

batosAbatos is a liquidmeasureof about
39.5 liters, 10.4U. S. gallons, or8.7 impe-
rial gallons.

Beelzebul literally, lord of the flies. A
name used for the devil.

Beersheba Beersheba is Hebrew for
“well of the oath” or “well of the seven.”
A city in Israel.

behold Look! See! Wow! Notice this! Lo!
cherub A cherub is a kind of angel with
wings andhands that is associatedwith
the throne room of God and guardian
duty. See Ezekiel 10.

cherubim Cherubim means more than
one cherub or amighty cherub.

choenix A choenix is a dry volume mea-
sure that is a little more than a liter
(which is a little more than a quart). A
choenix was the daily ration of grain
for a soldier in some armies.

concubine a woman who is united to a
man for the purpose of providing him
with sexual pleasure and children, but
not being honored as a full partner in
marriage; a second-class wife. In Old
Testament times (and in some places
now), it was the custom of middle-
eastern kings, chiefs, and wealthy men
to marry multiple wives and concu-
bines, but God commanded the Kings
of Israel not to do so (Deuteronomy
17:17) and Jesus encouraged people to
either remain single or marry as God
originally intended: one man married
to one woman (Matthew 19:3-12; 1
Corinthians 7:1-13).

cor A cor is a dry measure of about 391
liters, 103 U. S. gallons, or 86 imperial
gallons.

corban Corban is a Hebrew word for an
offering devoted to God.

crucify Crucify means to execute
someone by nailing them to a cross
with metal spikes. Their hands are
stretched out on the crossbeam with
spikes driven through their wrists
or hands. Their feet or ankles are
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attached to a cross with a metal spike.
The weight of the victim’s body tends
to force the air out of his lungs. To
rise up to breathe, the victim has to
put weight on the wounds, and use a
lot of strength. The victim is nailed
to the cross while the cross is on the
ground, then the cross is raised up
and dropped into a hole, thus jarring
the wounds. Before crucifixion, the
victim was usually whipped with a
Roman cat of nine tails, which had bits
of glass and metal tied to its ends. This
caused chunks of flesh to be removed
and open wounds to be placed against
the raw wood of the cross. The
victim was made to carry the heavy
crossbeam of his cross from the place
of judgment to the place of crucifixion,
but often was physically unable after
the scourging, so another person
would be pressed into involuntary
service to carry the cross for him.
Roman crucifixion was generally
done totally naked to maximize both
shame and discomfort. Eventually,
the pain, weakness, dehydration, and
exhaustion of the muscles needed to
breathe make breathing impossible,
and the victim suffocates.

cubit A cubit is a unit of linear measure,
from the elbow to the tip of the longest
finger of a man. This unit is commonly
converted to 0.46 meters or 18 inches,
although that varies with height of the
man doing the measurement. There
is also a “long” cubit that is longer
than a regular cubit by a handbreadth.
(Ezekiel 43:13)

cummin Cummin is an aromatic seed
from Cuminum cyminum, resembling
caraway in flavor and appearance. It is
used as a spice.

darnel Darnel is a weed grass (proba-
bly bearded darnel or Lolium temulen-
tum) that looks very much like wheat
until it ismature,when the seeds reveal
a great difference. Darnel seeds aren’t
good for much except as chicken feed
or to burn to prevent the spread of this
weed.

denarii denarii: plural form of denarius,
a silverRomancoinworthaboutaday’s
wages for a laborer.

denarius A denarius is a silver Roman
coin worth about a day’s wages for an
agricultural laborer. A denarius was
worth 1/25th of a Roman aureus.

devil The word “devil” comes from the
Greek “diabolos,” which means “one
prone to slander; a liar.” “Devil” is used
to refer to a fallen angel, also called “Sa-

tan,” who works to steal, kill, destroy,
and do evil. The devil’s doom is certain,
and it is only amatter of time before he
is thrown into the Lake of Fire, never to
escape.

didrachmaAdidrachma isaGreeksilver
coin worth 2 drachmas, about as much
as 2 Roman denarii, or about 2 days
wages. It was commonly used to pay
the half-shekel temple tax.

disciple a student who follows a teacher
to learn both by precept and example.

distaff part of a spinning wheel used for
twisting threads.

drachma A drachma is a Greek silver
coinworth about one Roman denarius,
or about a day’s wages for an agricul-
tural laborer.

El-Elohe-Israel El-Elohe-Israel means
“God, the God of Israel” or “The God
of Israel is mighty.”

ephah An ephah is a measure of volume
of about 22 liters, 5.8 U. S. gallons, 4.8
imperial gallons, orabitmore thanhalf
a bushel.

Gehenna Gehenna is one word used for
Hell. It comes from the Hebrew Gey-
Hinnom, literally “valley of Hinnom.”
This word originated as the name for a
place south of the old city of Jerusalem
where the city’s rubbish was burned.
At one time, live babies were thrown
crying into the fire under the arms of
the idol, Moloch, to die there. This
place was so despised by the people af-
ter the righteous King Josiah abolished
this hideous practice that it was made
into a garbage heap. Bodies of diseased
animals and executed criminals were
thrown there and burned.

gittith Gittith is a musical term possibly
meaning “an instrument of Gath.”

goad a sharp, pointed prodding device
used to motivate reluctant animals
(suchas oxenandmules) tomove in the
right direction.

gospel Gospel means “good news” or
“glad tidings,” specifically the Good
News of Jesus’ life, death, and resur-
rection for our salvation, healing, and
provision; and the hope of eternal life
that Jesusmade available to us byGod’s
grace.

Hades Hades: The nether realm of the
disembodied spirits. Also known as
“hell.” See also “Sheol”.

Har-magedon Har-magedon, also called
Armegeddon, is most likely a reference
to hill (“har”) of Megiddo, near the
Carmel Range in Israel. This area has
a large valley plainwith plenty of room
for armies to maneuver.
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hinAhin is ameasure of volumeof about
about 6.5 liters or 1.7 gallons.

homerOne homer is about 220 liters, 6.2
U. S. bushels, 6.1 imperial bushels, 58 U.
S. gallons, or 48.4 imperial gallons.

hypocrite a stage actor; someone who
pretends tobe someoneother thanwho
they really are; a pretender; a dissem-
bler

Ishmael Ishmael is the son of Abraham
and Hagar. Ishmael literally means,
“God hears.”

Jehovah See “Yahweh.”
Jesus “Jesus” is Greek for the Hebrew
name “Yeshua,” which is a short ver-
sion of “Yehoshua,” which comes from
“Yoshia,” whichmeans “Hewill save.”

kodrantes A kodrantes is a small coin
worth one half of an Attic chalcus or
two lepta. It is worth less than 2% of a
day’s wages for an agricultural laborer.

lepta Lepta are very small, brass, Jewish
coins worth half a Roman quadrans
each, which is worth a quarter of the
copper assarion. Lepta are worth less
than 1% of an agricultural worker’s
daily wages.

leviathan Leviathan is a poetic name
for a large aquatic creature, possibly a
crocodile or a dinosaur.

mahalathMahalath is thenameofa tune
or amusical term.

manna Name for the food that God
miraculously provided to the Israelites
while they were wandering in the
wilderness between Egypt and the
promised land. From Hebrew man-hu
(What is that?) or manan (to allot). See
Exodus 16:14-35.

marriage the union of a husband and a
wife for the purpose of cohabitation,
procreation, and to enjoy each other’s
company. God’s plan for marriage
is between one man and one woman
(Mark 10:6-9; 1 Corinthians 7). Al-
though there are many cases of a man
marrying more than one woman in
the Old Testament, being married to
one wife is a requirement to serve in
certain church leadership positions (1
Timothy 3:2,12; Titus 1:5-6).

maschilMaschil is amusical and literary
term for “contemplation” or “medita-
tive psalm.”

michtam Amichtam is a poem.
mina A mina is a Greek coin worth
100 Greek drachmas (or 100 Roman
denarii), or about 100 day’s wages for
an agricultural laborer.

myrrh Myrrh is the fragrant substance
that oozes out of the stems and
branches of the low, shrubby tree

commiphora myrrha or commiphora
kataf native to the Arabian deserts
and parts of Africa. The fragrant gum
drops to the ground and hardens into
an oily yellowish-brown resin. Myrrh
was highly valued as a perfume, and
as an ingredient in medicinal and
ceremonial ointments.

NicolaitansNicolaitansweremost likely
Gnostics who taught the detestable lie
that the physical and spiritual realms
were entirely separate and that im-
morality in thephysical realmwouldn’t
harm your spiritual health.

omega Omega is the last letter of the
Greek alphabet. It is sometimes used to
mean the last or the end.

PenielPeniel isHebrew for “face ofGod.”
phylactery a leather container for hold-
ing a small scroll containing important
Scripture passages that is worn on the
arm or forehead in prayer. These phy-
lacteries (tefillin in Hebrew) are still
used by orthodox Jewish men. See
Deuteronomy 6:8.

Praetorium Praetorium: the Roman
governor’s residence and office build-
ing, and those whowork there.

quadrans A quadrans is a Roman coin
worth about 1/64 of a denarius. A
denarius is about one day’s wages for
an agricultural laborer.

rabbi Rabbi is a transliteration of the
Hebrewword for “my teacher,” used as
a title of respect for Jewish teachers.

Rahab Rahab is either (1) The prosti-
tute who hid Joshua’s 2 spies in Jeri-
cho (Joshua 2,6) and later became an
ancestor of Jesus (Matthew 1:5) and an
exampleof faith (Hebrews11:31; James
2:25); or (2) Literally, “pride” or “arro-
gance” —possibly a reference to a large
aquatic creature (Job 9:13; 26:12; Isaiah
51:9) or symbolically referring to Egypt
(Psalms 87:4; 89:10; Isaiah 30:7).

repent to change one’s mind; turn away
fromsin and turn towardGod; to abhor
one’s past sins and determine to follow
God.

Rhabboni Rhabboni: a transliteration of
the Hebrewword for “great teacher.”

SabbathThe seventh day of theweek, set
aside by God for man to rest.

saints The Greek word for “saints” liter-
ally means “holy ones.” Saints are peo-
ple set apart for service to God as holy
and separate, living in righteousness.
Used in the Bible to refer to all Chris-
tians and to all of those who worship
Yahweh in Old Testament times.

Samaritan A Samaritan is a resident of
Samaria. The Samaritans and the Jews
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generally detested each other during
the time that Jesus walked among us.

sanctify To declare or set apart some-
thing as holy. To purify and separate a
person from sin.

sata A sata is a dry measure of capacity
approximately equal to 13 liters or 1.5
pecks.

Satan Satanmeans “accuser.” This is one
name for the devil, an enemy of God
and God’s people.

scribe A scribe is one who copies God’s
law. They were often respected as
teachers and authorities on God’s law.

selah Selah is a musical term indicating
a pause or instrumental interlude for
reflection.

seraphim Seraphim are 6-winged an-
gels. See Isaiah 6:2-6.

sexual immoralityThe term “sexual im-
morality” in the New Testament comes
from the Greek “porneia,” which refers
to any sexual activity besides that be-
tween a husband and his wife. In
other words, prostitution (male or fe-
male), bestiality, homosexual activity,
any sexual intercourse outside of mar-
riage, and the production and con-
sumption of pornography all are in-
cluded in this term.

shekel A measure of weight, and when
referring to that weight in gold, silver,
or brass, of money. A shekel is approxi-
mately 16 grams, about ahalf anounce,
or 20 gerahs (Ezekiel 45:12).

Sheol Sheol is the place of the dead. See
also “Hades”.

Shibah Shibah is Hebrew for “oath” or
“seven.” See Beersheba.

shigionoth Victorious music.
soul “Soul” refers to the emotions and in-
tellect of a living person, as well as that
person’s very life. It is distinguished
in the Bible from a person’s spirit and
body. (1 Thessalonians 5:23, Hebrews
4:12)

spanA span is the length from the tip of a
man’s thumbto the tipofhis littlefinger
when his hand is stretched out (about
half a cubit, or 9 inches, or 22.8 cm.)

spirit Spirit, breath, and wind all de-
rive from the same Hebrew and Greek
words. A person’s spirit is the very
essence of that person’s life, which
comes from God, who is a Spirit being
(John 4:24, Genesis 1:2; 2:7). The Bible
distinguishesbetweenaperson’s spirit,
soul, and body (1 Thessalonians 5:23,
Hebrews 4:12). Some beings may ex-
ist as spirits without necessarily hav-
ing a visible body, such as angels and
demons (Luke 9:39, 1 John 4:1-3).

stadia Stadia is plural for “stadion,” a lin-
ear measure of about 184.9 meters or
606.6 feet (the length of the race course
at Olympia).

stater A stater is a Greek silver coin
equivalent to four Attic or two Alexan-
drian drachmas, or a Jewish shekel:
just exactly enough to cover the half-
shekel Temple Tax for two people.

tabernacle a dwelling place or place of
worship, usually a tent.

talent A measure of weight or mass of
3000 shekels.

Tartarus Tartarus is the Greek name for
an underworld for the wicked dead;
another name for Gehenna or Hell.

teraphim Teraphim are household idols
that may have been associated with in-
heritance rights to the household prop-
erty.

Yah “Yah” is a shortened form of “Yah-
weh,”which isGod’spropername. This
form is used occasionally in the Old
Testament, mostly in the Psalms. See
“Yahweh.”

Yahweh “Yahweh” is God’s proper
name. In Hebrew, the four consonants
roughly equivalent to YHWH were
considered too holy to pronounce, so
the Hebrew word for “Lord” (Adonai)
was substituted when reading it aloud.
When vowel points were added to
the Hebrew Old Testament, the vowel
points for “Adonai” were mixed with
the consonants for “Yahweh,” which if
you pronounced it literally as written,
would be pronounced “Yehovah” or
“Jehovah.” When the Old Testament
was translated to Greek, the tradition
of substituting “Lord” for God’s proper
name continued in the translation of
God’s name to “Lord” (Kurios). Some
English Bibles translate God’s proper
name to “LORD” or “GOD” (usually
with small capital letters), based on
that same tradition. This can get
really confusing, since twootherwords
(“Adonai” and “Elohim”) translate
to “Lord” and “God,” and they are
sometimes used together. The ASV of
1901 (and some other translations)
render YHWH as “Jehovah.” The
most probable pronunciation of God’s
proper name is “Yahweh.” In Hebrew,
the name “Yahweh” is related to the
active declaration “I AM.” See Exodus
3:13-14. Since Hebrew has no tenses,
the declaration “I AM” can also be
interpretedas “IWAS”and “IWILLBE.”
Compare Revelation 1:8.

Zion Zion is a name which originally
referred one of the mountains of
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Jerusalem. It became a term synony-
mous with Jerusalem itself. The term

“HeavenlyZion” is alsoused to refer the
future dwelling place of God’s people.
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