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The Book of
Daniel

with Greek Portions
1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king

of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came
to Jerusalem and besieged it.

2 The Lord† gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into
his hand, with part of the vessels of the house of
God;‡ and he carried them into the land of Shinar
to thehouseofhis god. Hebrought thevessels into
the treasure house of his god.

3 The king spoke to Ashpenaz the master of
his eunuchs, that he should bring in some of the
children of Israel, even of the royal offspring§ and
of the nobles—

4 youths in whom was no defect, but well-
favoured, and skilful in all wisdom, and endowed
with knowledge, and understanding science, and
who had the ability to serve in the king’s palace;
and that he should teach them the learning and
the language of the Chaldeans.

5 The king appointed for them a daily portion
of the king’s delicacies, and of the wine which he
drank, and that they should be nourished three
years; that at its end they should serve the king.

6 Now amongst these were of the children of
Judah: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah.
† 1:2: The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” ‡ 1:2: The
Hebrew word rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). § 1:3: or,
seed
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7 The prince of the eunuchs gave names to
them: toDaniel he gave the nameBelteshazzar; to
Hananiah, Shadrach; toMishael, Meshach; and to
Azariah, Abednego.

8ButDaniel purposed in his heart that hewould
not defile himself with the king’s delicacies, nor
with the wine which he drank. Therefore he
requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he
might not defile himself.

9NowGodmade Daniel find kindness and com-
passion in the sight of the prince of the eunuchs.

10 The prince of the eunuchs said to Daniel, “I
fear my lord the king, who has appointed your
food and your drink. For why should he see your
faces worse looking than the youths who are of
your own age? Then you would endanger my
head with the king.”

11 Then Daniel said to the steward whom the
prince of the eunuchs had appointed over Daniel,
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah:

12 “Test your servants, I beg you, ten days; and
let them give us vegetables to eat and water to
drink.

13 Then let our faces be examined before you,
and the faceof theyouthswhoeat of theking’sdel-
icacies; and as you see, deal with your servants.”

14 So he listened to them in this matter, and
tested them for ten days.

15 At the end of ten days, their faces appeared
fairer, and they were fatter in flesh, than all the
youths who ate of the king’s delicacies.

16So the steward tookaway their delicacies, and
the wine that they would drink, and gave them
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vegetables.
17Now as for these four youths, God gave them

knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom;
and Daniel had understanding in all visions and
dreams.

18 At the end of the days which the king had
appointed for bringing them in, the prince of the
eunuchs brought them in before Nebuchadnez-
zar.

19 The king talked with them; and amongst
them all was found no one like Daniel, Hananiah,
Mishael, and Azariah. Therefore they served the
king.

20 In every matter of wisdom and understand-
ing concerning which the king enquired of them,
he found them ten times better than all the magi-
cians and enchanters whowere in all his realm.

21 Daniel continued serving even to the first
year of King Cyrus.

2
1 In the second year of the reign of Nebuchad-

nezzar, Nebuchadnezzar dreamt dreams; and his
spirit was troubled, and his sleep went from him.

2Then the king commanded that themagicians,
the enchanters, the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans
be called to tell the king his dreams. So they came
in and stood before the king.

3The king said to them, “I have dreamt a dream,
andmy spirit is troubled to know the dream.”

4 Then the Chaldeans spoke to the king in the
Syrian language, “O king, live forever! Tell your
servants the dream, and we will show the inter-
pretation.”
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5 The king answered the Chaldeans, “The thing
has gone fromme. If you don’tmake known tome
thedreamand its interpretation, youwill be cut in
pieces, and your houses will be made a dunghill.

6 But if you show the dream and its interpreta-
tion, you will receive fromme gifts, rewards, and
great honour. Therefore show me the dream and
its interpretation.”

7They answered the second time and said, “Let
the king tell his servants the dream, and we will
show the interpretation.”

8The king answered, “I know of a certainty that
you are trying to gain time, because you see the
thing has gone fromme.

9But if you don’t make known tome the dream,
there is but one law for you; for you have pre-
pared lying and corrupt words to speak before
me, until the situation changes. Therefore tell me
the dream, and I will know that you can showme
its interpretation.”

10The Chaldeans answered before the king, and
said, “There is not a man on the earth who can
show the king’s matter, because no king, lord, or
ruler, has asked such a thing of any magician,
enchanter, or Chaldean.

11 It is a rare thing that the king requires, and
there is no other who can show it before the king,
except the gods, whose dwelling is notwith flesh.”

12 Because of this, the king was angry and very
furious, and commanded that all the wise men of
Babylon be destroyed.
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13 So the decree went out, and the wise men
were to be slain. They sought Daniel and his
companions to be slain.

14 Then Daniel returned answer with counsel
and prudence to Arioch the captain of the king’s
guard, who had gone out to kill the wise men of
Babylon.

15He answered Arioch the king’s captain, “Why
is the decree so urgent from the king?” Then
Ariochmade the thing known to Daniel.

16Danielwent in, anddesired of the king that he
would appoint hima time, andhewould show the
king the interpretation.

17 Then Daniel went to his house and made the
thing known to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah,
his companions,

18 that they would desire mercies of the God
of heaven concerning this secret, and that Daniel
and his companions would not perish with the
rest of the wise men of Babylon.

19 Then the secret was revealed to Daniel in a
vision of the night. Then Daniel blessed the God
of heaven.

20Daniel answered,
“Blessed be the name of God forever and ever;

for wisdom andmight are his.
21He changes the times and the seasons.

He removes kings and sets up kings.
He gives wisdom to the wise,

and knowledge to those who have under-
standing.

22He reveals the deep and secret things.
He knows what is in the darkness,
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and the light dwells with him.
23 I thank you and praise you,

O God of my fathers,
who have givenmewisdom andmight,

and have now made known to me what we
desired of you;

for you have made known to us the king’s
matter.”

24 Therefore Daniel went in to Arioch, whom
the king had appointed to destroy the wise men
of Babylon. He went and said this to him: “Don’t
destroy the wise men of Babylon. Bring me in
before the king, and I will show to the king the
interpretation.”

25ThenAriochbrought inDanielbefore theking
in haste, and said this to him: “I have found aman
of the children of the captivity of Judah who will
make known to the king the interpretation.”

26 The king answered Daniel, whose name was
Belteshazzar, “Are you able to make known to me
the dream which I have seen, and its interpreta-
tion?”

27 Daniel answered before the king, and said,
“The secret which the king has demanded can’t
be shown to the king by wise men, enchanters,
magicians, or soothsayers;

28 but there is a God in heaven who reveals
secrets, and he has made known to King Neb-
uchadnezzar what will be in the latter days. Your
dream, and the visions of your head on your bed,
are these:

29 “As for you, O king, your thoughts came on
your bed, what should happen hereafter; and he
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who reveals secrets hasmade known to youwhat
will happen.

30But as forme, this secret is not revealed tome
for any wisdom that I have more than any living,
but to the intent that the interpretation may be
made known to the king, and that you may know
the thoughts of your heart.

31 “You, O king, saw, and behold,† a great im-
age. This image, which was mighty, and whose
brightnesswasexcellent, stoodbeforeyou; and its
appearance was terrifying.

32As for this image, its head was of fine gold, its
chest and its arms of silver, its belly and its thighs
of bronze,

33 its legs of iron, its feet part of iron, and part of
clay.

34 You saw until a stone was cut out without
hands, which struck the image on its feet that
were of iron and clay, and broke them in pieces.

35Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver,
and the gold were broken in pieces together, and
became like the chaff of the summer threshing
floors. The wind carried them away, so that no
place was found for them. The stone that struck
the imagebecamea greatmountain, andfilled the
whole earth.

36 “This is the dream; and we will tell its inter-
pretation before the king.

37 You, O king, are king of kings, to whom the
God of heaven has given the kingdom, the power,
the strength, and the glory.
† 2:31: “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe,
see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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38Wherever the children of men dwell, he has
given the animals of the field and the birds of the
sky into your hand, and has made you rule over
them all. You are the head of gold.

39 “After you, another kingdom will arise that
is inferior to you; and a third kingdom of bronze,
which will rule over all the earth.

40 The fourth kingdom will be strong as iron,
because iron breaks in pieces and subdues all
things; and as iron that crushes all these, it will
break in pieces and crush.

41 Whereas you saw the feet and toes, part of
potters’ clay, and part of iron, it will be a divided
kingdom; but there will be in it of the strength
of the iron, because you saw the iron mixed with
miry clay.

42 As the toes of the feet were part of iron, and
part of clay, so the kingdom will be partly strong,
and partly brittle.

43 Whereas you saw the iron mixed with miry
clay, they will mingle themselves with the seed of
men; but they won’t cling to one another, even as
iron does not mix with clay.

44 “In the days of those kings the God of heaven
will set up a kingdom which will never be de-
stroyed, nor will its sovereignty be left to another
people; but it will break in pieces and consume all
these kingdoms, and it will stand forever.

45 Because you saw that a stone was cut out of
the mountain without hands, and that it broke in
pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and
the gold. The great God has made known to the
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king what will happen hereafter. The dream is
certain, and its interpretation sure.”

46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face,
worshipped Daniel, and commanded that they
should offer an offering and sweet odours to him.

47 The king answered to Daniel, and said, “Of a
truth your God is the God of gods, and the Lord
of kings, and a revealler of secrets, since you have
been able to reveal this secret.”

48 Then the king made Daniel great, and gave
him many great gifts, and made him rule over
the whole province of Babylon, and to be chief
governor over all the wise men of Babylon.

49 Daniel requested of the king, and he ap-
pointed Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego over
the affairs of the province of Babylon; but Daniel
was in the king’s gate.

3
1 Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of

gold, whose heightwas sixty cubits,† and itswidth
six cubits. He set it up in the plain of Dura, in the
province of Babylon.

2 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent to gather
together the local governors, the deputies, and
the governors, the judges, the treasurers, the
counsellors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the
provinces, to come to the dedication of the image
which Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up.

† 3:1: A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the
elbow on aman’s arm, or about 18 inches or 46 centimetres.
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3 Then the local governors, the deputies, and
the governors, the judges, the treasurers, the
counsellors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the
provinces, were gathered together to the dedica-
tion of the image that Nebuchadnezzar the king
had set up; and they stood before the image that
Nebuchadnezzar had set up.

4 Then the herald cried aloud, “To you it is
commanded, peoples, nations, and languages,

5 thatwhenever you hear the sound of the horn,
flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe, and all kinds of mu-
sic, you fall down and worship the golden image
that Nebuchadnezzar the king has set up.

6Whoever doesn’t fall down and worship shall
be cast into the middle of a burning fiery furnace
the same hour.”

7 Therefore at that time, when all the peoples
heard the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre,
harp, pipe, and all kinds of music, all the peoples,
thenations, and the languages, fell downandwor-
shipped the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar
the king had set up.

8Therefore at that time certain Chaldeans came
near, and brought accusation against the Jews.

9 They answered Nebuchadnezzar the king, “O
king, live for ever!

10 You, O king, have made a decree that every
manwhohears the soundof thehorn, flute, zither,
lyre, harp, pipe, and all kinds of music shall fall
down andworship the golden image;

11 and whoever doesn’t fall down and worship
shall be cast into the middle of a burning fiery
furnace.
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12 There are certain Jews whom you have ap-
pointed over the affairs of the province of Baby-
lon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These
men, O king, have not respected you. They don’t
serve your gods, and don’t worship the golden
image which you have set up.”

13Then Nebuchadnezzar in rage and fury com-
manded that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
be brought. Then these menwere brought before
the king.

14 Nebuchadnezzar answered them, “Is it on
purpose, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that
you don’t serve my god, nor worship the golden
image which I have set up?

15Now if you are ready whenever you hear the
sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe,
and all kinds of music to fall down and worship
the image which I have made, good; but if you
don’tworship, youshall becast the samehour into
themiddle of a burning fiery furnace. Who is that
god whowill deliver you out of my hands?”

16Shadrach,Meshach, andAbednego answered
the king, “Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to
answer you in this matter.

17 If it happens, our God whomwe serve is able
to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace; and
he will deliver us out of your hand, O king.

18But if not, let it be known to you, O king, that
wewill not serve your gods orworship the golden
image which you have set up.”

19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was full of fury, and
the form of his appearance was changed against
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He spoke,
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and commanded that they should heat the fur-
nace seven timesmore than itwas usually heated.

20 He commanded certain mighty men who
were in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, and to cast them into the burning fiery
furnace.

21 Then these men were bound in their pants,
their tunics, theirmantles, and their other clothes,
andwere cast into themiddle of the burning fiery
furnace.

22 Therefore because the king’s commandment
was urgent, and the furnace exceedingly hot, the
flame of the fire killed those men who took up
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.

23 These three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, fell down bound into themiddle of the
burning fiery furnace.

THE SONGOF THE THREEHOLY CHILDREN‡
24They walked in the midst of the fire, praising

God, and blessing the Lord.
25 Then Azarias stood, and prayed like this.

Opening hismouth in themidst of the fire he said,
26 “Blessed are you, O Lord, you God of our

fathers! Your name is worthy to be praised and
glorified for evermore;
‡ 3:23: The Song of the ThreeHoly Children is an addition toDaniel
found in the Greek Septuagint but not found in the traditional He-
brewtextofDaniel. Thisportion is recognisedasDeuterocanonical
Scripture by the Roman Catholic, Greek Orthodox, and Russian
Orthodox Churches. It is found inserted between Daniel 3:23 and
Daniel 3:24 of the traditional Hebrew Bible. Here, the verses after
23 from the Hebrew Bible are numbered starting at 91 to make
room for these verses.
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27 for you are righteous in all the things that you
havedone. Yes, all yourworksare true. Yourways
are right, and all your judgements are truth.

28 In all the things that you have brought
upon us, and upon the holy city of our fathers,
Jerusalem, you have executed true judgements.
For according to truth and justice you have
brought all these things upon us because of our
sins.

29 For we have sinned and committed iniquity
in departing from you.

30 In all things we have trespassed, and not
obeyed your commandments or kept them. We
haven’t done as you have commanded us, that it
might go well with us.

31Therefore all that you have brought upon us,
andeverything that youhavedone tous, youhave
done in true judgement.

32 You delivered us into the hands of lawless
enemies, most hateful rebels, and to an unjust
king who is themost wicked in all the world.

33 And now we can’t open our mouth. Shame
and reproach have come on your servants and
those whoworship you.

34 Don’t utterly deliver us up, for your name’s
sake. Don’t annul your covenant.

35Don’t cause yourmercy to depart fromus, for
the sake of Abraham who is loved by you, and
for the sake of Isaac your servant, and Israel your
holy one,

36 to whom you promised that you would mul-
tiply their offspring as the stars of the sky, and as
the sand that is on the sea shore.
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37 For we, O Lord, have become less than any
nation, and are brought low this day in all the
world because of our sins.

38 There isn’t at this time prince, or prophet, or
leader, or burnt offering, or sacrifice, or oblation,
or incense, or place to offer before you, and tofind
mercy.

39Nevertheless in a contrite heart and ahumble
spirit let us be accepted,

40 like the burnt offerings of rams and bullocks,
and like ten thousands of fat lambs. So let our
sacrifice be in your sight this day, that we may
wholly go after you, for they shall not be ashamed
who put their trust in you.

41Andnowwe followyouwith all our heart. We
fear you, and seek your face.

42 Put us not to shame; but deal with us after
your kindness, and according to the multitude of
yourmercy.

43Deliver us also according to your marvellous
works, and give glory to your name, O Lord. Let
all thosewho harm your servants be confounded.

44 Let them be ashamed of all their power and
might, and let their strength be broken.

45Let themknow that you are the Lord, the only
God, and glorious over the whole world.”

46 The king’s servants who put them in didn’t
stop making the furnace hot with naphtha, pitch,
tinder, and small wood,

47 so that the flame streamed out forty nine
cubits above the furnace.

48 It spread and burnt those Chaldeans whom it
found around the furnace.
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49But the angel of the Lord came down into the
furnace togetherwithAzariasandhis fellows, and
he struck the flame of the fire out of the furnace,

50 and made the midst of the furnace as it had
been amoistwhistlingwind, so that the fire didn’t
touch them at all. It neither hurt nor troubled
them.

51 Then the three, as out of one mouth, praised,
glorified, and blessed God in the furnace, saying,

52 “Blessed are you, O Lord, you God of our fa-
thers, to be praised and exalted above all forever!

53Blessed is your glorious and holy name, to be
praised and exalted above all forever!

54 Blessed are you in the temple of your holy
glory, to be praised and glorified above all for-
ever!

55 Blessed are you who see the depths and sit
upon the cherubim, to be praised and exalted
above all forever.

56 Blessed are you on the throne of your king-
dom, to be praised and extolled above all forever!

57 Blessed are you in the firmament of heaven,
to be praised and glorified forever!

58 O all you works of the Lord, bless the Lord!
Praise and exalt him above all forever!

59 O you heavens, bless the Lord! Praise and
exalt him above all for ever!

60 O you angels of the Lord, bless the Lord!
Praise and exalt him above all forever!

61O all you waters that are above the sky, bless
the Lord! Praise and exalt him above all forever!

62O all you powers of the Lord, bless the Lord!
Praise and exalt him above all forever!
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63 O you sun and moon, bless the Lord! Praise
and exalt him above all forever!

64O you stars of heaven, bless the Lord! Praise
and exalt him above all forever!

65 O every shower and dew, bless the Lord!
Praise and exalt him above all forever!

66 O all you winds, bless the Lord! Praise and
exalt him above all forever!

67Oyoufire andheat, bless the Lord! Praise and
exalt him above all forever!

68 O you dews and storms of snow, bless the
Lord! Praise and exalt him above all forever!

69O you nights and days, bless the Lord! Praise
and exalt him above all forever!

70 O you light and darkness, bless the Lord!
Praise and exalt him above all forever!

71 O you cold and heat, bless the Lord! Praise
and exalt him above all forever!

72O you frost and snow, bless the Lord! Praise
and exalt him above all forever!

73 O you lightnings and clouds, bless the Lord!
Praise and exalt him above all forever!

74O let the earthbless theLord! Let it praise and
exalt him above all forever!

75 O you mountains and hills, bless the Lord!
Praise and exalt him above all forever!

76O all you things that grow on the earth, bless
the Lord! Praise and exalt him above all forever!

77 §O sea and rivers, bless the Lord! Praise and
exalt him above all forever!

78Oyou springs, bless theLord! Praise andexalt
him above all forever!

79O youwhales and all thatmove in thewaters,
bless the Lord! Praise and exalt him above all
§ 3:77: Some authorities transpose this verse and the next one.
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forever!
80Oall youbirds of theair, bless theLord! Praise

and exalt him above all forever!
81 O all you beasts and cattle, bless the Lord!

Praise and exalt him above all forever!
82O you children of men, bless the Lord! Praise

and exalt him above all forever!
83 O let Israel bless the Lord! Praise and exalt

him above all forever.
84 O you priests of the Lord, bless the Lord!

Praise and exalt him above all forever!
85 O you servants of the Lord, bless the Lord!

Praise and exalt him above all forever!
86O you spirits and souls of the righteous, bless

the Lord! Praise and exalt him above all forever!
87Oyouwhoareholyandhumbleofheart, bless

the Lord! Praise and exalt him above all forever!
88O Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, bless the

Lord! Praise and exalt him above all forever; for
he has rescued us fromHades, and saved us from
the hand of death! He has delivered us out of the
midst of the furnace and burning flame. He has
delivered us out of themidst of the fire.

89O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for
his mercy is forever.

90Oall youwhoworship the Lord, bless the God
of gods, praise him, and give him thanks; for his
mercy is forever!”

Deliverance from the Furnace
91 †Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was aston-

ished and rose up in haste. He spoke and said to
† 3:91: Verses 91-97 were numbered 24-30 in the traditional
Hebrew text of Daniel.
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his counsellors, “Didn’t we cast three men bound
into themiddle of the fire?”
They answered the king, “True, O king.”
92 He answered, “Look, I see four men loose,

walking in the middle of the fire, and they are
unharmed. The appearance of the fourth is like
a son of the gods.”

93 Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the
mouth of the burning fiery furnace. He spoke
and said, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,
you servants of the Most High God, come out, and
come here!”
Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came

out of themiddle of the fire.
94 The local governors, the deputies, and the

governors, and the king’s counsellors, being gath-
ered together, saw these men, that the fire had
no power on their bodies. The hair of their head
wasn’t singed. Their pants weren’t changed. The
smell of fire wasn’t even on them.

95Nebuchadnezzar spoke and said, “Blessed be
the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,
who has sent his angel and delivered his servants
who trusted in him, and have changed the king’s
word, and have yielded their bodies, that they
might not serve norworship any god, except their
own God.

96Therefore I make a decree, that every people,
nation, and language, who speak anything evil
against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
nego, shall be cut in pieces, and their houses shall
bemade a dunghill, because there is no other god
who is able to deliver like this.”
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97 Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego in the province of Babylon.

4
1Nebuchadnezzar the king,
to all the peoples, nations, and languages,

who dwell in all the earth:
Peace bemultiplied to you.
2 It has seemed good to me to show the

signs and wonders that the Most High God has
worked towards me.

3How great are his signs!
Howmighty are his wonders!

His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom.
His dominion is from generation to gen-
eration.

4 I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at rest in my house,
and flourishing inmy palace.

5 I saw a dream which made me afraid; and
the thoughts onmybedand thevisionsofmyhead
troubledme.

6 Therefore I made a decree to bring in all
the wise men of Babylon before me, that they
mightmakeknown tome the interpretation of the
dream.

7 Then the magicians, the enchanters, the
Chaldeans, and the soothsayers came in; and I
told the dream before them; but they didn’t make
known tome its interpretation.

8 But at the last Daniel came in before me,
whose name was Belteshazzar, according to the
name of my god, and in whom is the spirit of the
holy gods. I told the dream before him, saying,
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9 “Belteshazzar, master of the magicians, be-
cause I know that the spirit of the holy gods is
in you, and no secret troubles you, tell me the
visions of my dream that I have seen, and its
interpretation.

10 These were the visions of my head on my
bed: I saw, and behold, a tree in the middle of the
earth; and its height was great.

11 The tree grew, and was strong, and its
height reached to the sky, and its sight to the end
of all the earth.

12 Its leaves were beautiful, and it had much
fruit, and in it was food for all. The animals of the
field had shade under it, and the birds of the sky
lived in its branches, and all flesh was fed from it.

13 “I saw in the visions of my head onmy bed,
and behold, a watcher and a holy one came
down from the sky.

14He cried aloud, and said this, ‘Cut down the
tree and cut off its branches! Shake off its leaves
andscatter its fruit! Let theanimalsgetaway from
under it, and the fowls from its branches.

15Nevertheless leave the stump of its roots in
the earth, even with a band of iron and bronze,
in the tender grass of the field; and let it be wet
with the dew of the sky. Let his portion be with
the animals in the grass of the earth.

16 Let his heart be changed from man’s, and
let an animal’s heart be given to him. Then let
seven times pass over him.

17 “ ‘The sentence is by the decree of the
watchers, and the demand by the word of the
holy ones, to the intent that the livingmayknow
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that theMost High rules in the kingdomofmen,
and gives it to whomever he will, and sets up
over it the lowest of men.’

18 “This dream I, King Nebuchadnezzar, have
seen; and you, Belteshazzar, declare the in-
terpretation, because all the wise men of my
kingdom are not able to make known to me the
interpretation; but you are able, for the spirit of
the holy gods is in you.”

19 Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshaz-
zar, was stricken mute for a while, and his
thoughts troubled him. The king answered,
“Belteshazzar, don’t let the dream, or the inter-
pretation, trouble you.”
Belteshazzar answered, “My lord, may the

dream be for those who hate you, and its inter-
pretation to your adversaries.

20The tree that you saw, which grew andwas
strong, whose height reached to the sky, and its
sight to all the earth;

21 whose leaves were beautiful, and its fruit
plentiful, and in it was food for all; under which
the animals of the field lived, and on whose
branches the birds of the sky had their habita-
tion—

22 it is you, O king, who have grown and
become strong; for your greatness has grown, and
reaches to the sky, and your dominion to the end
of the earth.

23 “Whereas the king saw a watcher and a
holy one comingdown from the sky, and saying,
‘Cut down the tree, and destroy it; nevertheless
leave the stump of its roots in the earth, even
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with a band of iron and bronze, in the tender
grass of the field, and let it be wet with the dew
of the sky. Let his portion bewith the animals of
the field, until seven times pass over him.’

24 “This is the interpretation, O king, and it is
the decree of theMost High, which has come on
my lord the king:

25 thatyoushall bedriven frommen, andyour
dwelling shall bewith theanimals of thefield. You
shall bemade toeat grass asoxen, and shall bewet
with the dewof the sky, and seven times shall pass
over you; until you know that theMost High rules
in the kingdom of men, and gives it to whomever
he will.

26 Their command to leave the stump of the
roots of the treemeans your kingdomwill be sure
toyou, after youwill haveknown that theheavens
do rule.

27Therefore, O king, letmy counsel be accept-
able to you, and break off your sins by righteous-
ness, and your iniquities by showingmercy to the
poor. Perhaps theremay be a lengthening of your
tranquillity.”

28All this came on the King Nebuchadnezzar.
29At the endof twelvemonthshewaswalking

in the royal palace of Babylon.
30 The king spoke and said, “Is not this great

Babylon, which I have built for the royal dwelling
place, by the might of my power and for the glory
of mymajesty?”

31While the word was in the king’s mouth, a
voice came from the sky, saying, “O King Neb-
uchadnezzar, to you it is spoken: ‘The kingdom
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has departed from you.
32 You shall be driven from men, and your

dwelling shall bewith theanimals of thefield. You
shall be made to eat grass as oxen. Seven times
shall pass over you, until you know that the Most
High rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it to
whomever he will.’ ”

33 This was fulfilled the same hour on Neb-
uchadnezzar. Hewas driven frommen, and ate
grass as oxen, and his body was wet with the
dew of the sky, until his hair had grown like
eagles’ feathers, and his nails like birds’ claws.

34 At the end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar,
lifted up my eyes to heaven, and my under-
standing returned tome, and I blessed theMost
High, and Ipraisedandhonouredhimwho lives
forever.
For his dominion is an everlasting dominion,

and his kingdom from generation to gen-
eration.

35All the inhabitants of the earth are reputed
as nothing;
and he does according to his will in the
army of heaven,

and amongst the inhabitants of the earth;
and no one can stop his hand,

or ask him, “What are you doing?”
36 At the same time my understanding re-

turned to me; and for the glory of my kingdom,
mymajesty and brightness returned to me. My
counsellors and my lords sought me; and I was
established inmykingdom, and excellent great-
ness was added tome.
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37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol
and honour the King of heaven; for all his works
are right and hisways just; and thosewhowalk in
pride he is able to humble.

5
1 Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a

thousand of his lords, and drank wine before the
thousand.

2 Belshazzar, while he tasted the wine, com-
manded that the golden and silver vessels which
Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken out of the
templewhichwas in Jerusalembebrought tohim,
that the king and his lords, his wives and his
concubines, might drink from them.

3 Then they brought the golden vessels that
were takenout of the temple ofGod’s housewhich
was at Jerusalem; and the king and his lords, his
wives and his concubines, drank from them.

4They drankwine, and praised the gods of gold,
and of silver, of bronze, of iron, of wood, and of
stone.

5 In the same hour, the fingers of a man’s hand
came out and wrote near the lamp stand on the
plaster of the wall of the king’s palace. The king
saw the part of the hand that wrote.

6 Then the king’s face was changed in him, and
his thoughts troubled him; and the joints of his
thighs were loosened, and his knees struck one
against another.

7 The king cried aloud to bring in the en-
chanters, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers. The
king spoke and said to the wise men of Babylon,
“Whoever reads this writing and shows me its
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interpretation shall be clothed with purple, and
have a chain of gold about his neck, and shall be
the third ruler in the kingdom.”

8 Then all the king’s wise men came in; but
they could not read thewriting and couldn’tmake
known to the king the interpretation.

9 Then King Belshazzar was greatly troubled.
His face was changed in him, and his lords were
perplexed.

10The queen by reason of the words of the king
and his lords came into the banquet house. The
queen spoke and said, “O king, live forever; don’t
let your thoughts trouble you, nor let your face be
changed.

11 There is a man in your kingdom in whom is
the spirit of the holy gods. In the days of your
father, light, understanding, and wisdom like the
wisdom of the gods were found in him. The
king, Nebuchadnezzar, your father—yes, the king,
your father—made him master of the magicians,
enchanters, Chaldeans, and soothsayers

12 because an excellent spirit, knowledge, un-
derstanding, interpreting of dreams, showing of
dark sentences, and dissolving of doubts were
found in the same Daniel, whom the king named
Belteshazzar. Now letDaniel be called, andhewill
show the interpretation.”

13 Then Daniel was brought in before the king.
The king spoke and said to Daniel, “Are you that
Daniel of the children of the captivity of Judah,
whom the kingmy father brought out of Judah?
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14 I have heard of you, that the spirit of the
gods is in you, and that light, understanding, and
excellent wisdom are found in you.

15Now thewisemen, the enchanters, have been
brought in before me to read this writing, and
make known to me its interpretation; but they
could not show the interpretation of the thing.

16 But I have heard of you, that you can give
interpretations and dissolve doubts. Now if you
can read the writing, and make known to me its
interpretation, you shall be clothed with purple,
and have a chain of gold around your neck, and
shall be the third ruler in the kingdom.”

17 Then Daniel answered the king, “Let your
gifts be to yourself, and give your rewards to an-
other. Nevertheless, I will read the writing to the
king, andmake known to him the interpretation.

18 “To you, king, the Most High God gave Neb-
uchadnezzar your father the kingdom, and great-
ness, and glory, andmajesty.

19Because of the greatness that he gave him, all
the peoples, nations, and languages trembled and
feared before him. He killed whom he wanted to,
and he kept alive whom he wanted to. He raised
up whom he wanted to, and he put down whom
hewanted to.

20Butwhenhisheartwas liftedup, andhis spirit
was hardened so that he dealt proudly, he was
deposed from his kingly throne, and they took his
glory from him.

21He was driven from the sons of men and his
heartwasmade like theanimals’, andhisdwelling
was with the wild donkeys. He was fed with grass
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like oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of
the sky, until heknewthat theMostHighGodrules
in the kingdom of men, and that he sets up over it
whomever he will.

22 “You, his son, Belshazzar, have not humbled
your heart, though you knew all this,

23but have lifted up yourself against the Lord of
heaven; and they have brought the vessels of his
house before you, and you and your lords, your
wives, and your concubines, have drunk wine
from them. You have praised the gods of silver,
gold, bronze, iron, wood, and stone, which don’t
see, hear, or know; and you have not glorified the
God in whose hand is your breath and whose are
all your ways.

24 Then the part of the hand was sent from
before him, and this writing was inscribed.

25 “This is the writing that was inscribed:
‘MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN.’

26 “This is the interpretation of the thing:
MENE: God has counted your kingdom, and
brought it to an end.
27 TEKEL: you are weighed in the balances, and
are foundwanting.
28 PERES: your kingdom is divided, and given to
theMedes and Persians.”

29 Then Belshazzar commanded, and they
clothed Daniel with purple, and put a chain of
gold about his neck, and proclaimed that he
should be the third highest ruler in the kingdom.

30 In that night Belshazzar the Chaldean King
was slain.
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31Darius theMede received the kingdom, being
about sixty-two years old.

6
1 It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom one

hundred and twenty local governors, who should
be throughout the whole kingdom;

2 and over them three presidents, of whom
Daniel was one; that these local governors might
give account to them, and that the king should
suffer no loss.

3 Then this Daniel was distinguished above the
presidents and the local governors, because an
excellent spirit was in him; and the king thought
to set him over the whole realm.

4 Then the presidents and the local governors
sought to find occasion against Daniel as touching
the kingdom; but they could find no occasion or
fault, because he was faithful. There wasn’t any
error or fault found in him.

5Then thesemen said, “Wewon’t find any occa-
sion against this Daniel, unless we find it against
him concerning the law of his God.”

6 Then these presidents and local governors
assembled together to the king, and said this to
him, “King Darius, live forever!

7All the presidents of the kingdom, the deputies
and the local governors, the counsellors and the
governors, have consulted together to establish a
royal statute, and to make a strong decree, that
whoever asks a petition of any god or man for
thirty days, except of you, O king, he shall be cast
into the den of lions.
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8 Now, O king, establish the decree, and sign
the writing, that it not be changed, according to
the law of the Medes and Persians, which doesn’t
alter.”

9 Therefore King Darius signed the writing and
the decree.

10 When Daniel knew that the writing was
signed, he went into his house (now his windows
were open in his room towards Jerusalem) and he
knelt on his knees three times a day, and prayed,
and gave thanks before his God, as he did before.

11 Then these men assembled together, and
found Daniel making petition and supplication
before his God.

12 Then they came near, and spoke before the
king concerning the king’s decree: “Haven’t you
signed a decree that every man who makes a
petition to any god or man within thirty days,
except to you, O king, shall be cast into the den of
lions?”
The king answered, “This thing is true, accord-

ing to the law of the Medes and Persians, which
doesn’t alter.”

13Then they answered and said before the king,
“That Daniel, who is of the children of the cap-
tivity of Judah, doesn’t respect you, O king, nor
the decree that you have signed, but makes his
petition three times a day.”

14 Then the king, when he heard these words,
was very displeased, and set his heart onDaniel to
deliverhim; andhe laboureduntil thegoingdown
of the sun to rescue him.

15 Then these men assembled together to the
king, and said to the king, “Know, O king, that
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it is a law of the Medes and Persians, that no
decree nor statutewhich the king establishesmay
be changed.”

16Then the king commanded, and they brought
Daniel, andcast him into thedenof lions. Theking
spoke and said to Daniel, “Your God whom you
serve continually, he will deliver you.”

17A stonewas brought, and laid on themouth of
the den; and the king sealed itwith his own signet,
andwith the signet ofhis lords, thatnothingmight
be changed concerning Daniel.

18 Then the king went to his palace, and passed
the night fasting. No musical instruments were
brought before him; and his sleep fled from him.

19Then thekingaroseveryearly in themorning,
and went in haste to the den of lions.

20When he came near to the den to Daniel, he
cried with a troubled voice. The king spoke and
said to Daniel, “Daniel, servant of the living God,
is your God, whom you serve continually, able to
deliver you from the lions?”

21 Then Daniel said to the king, “O king, live
forever!

22My God has sent his angel, and has shut the
lions’mouths, and theyhavenot hurtme; because
I am innocent in his sight. Also before you, O king,
I have done no harm.”

23Then the kingwas exceedingly glad, and com-
manded that they should takeDaniel up out of the
den. SoDanielwas takenupout of the den, andno
kind of harm was found on him, because he had
trusted in his God.
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24Theking commanded, and theybrought those
men who had accused Daniel, and they cast them
into the den of lions—them, their children, and
their wives; and the lionsmauled them and broke
all their bones in pieces before they came to the
bottom of the den.

25 Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples,
nations, and languages,whodwell in all the earth:

“Peace bemultiplied to you.
26 “I make a decree that in all the dominion of

my kingdom men tremble and fear before the
God of Daniel;

“for he is the living God,
and steadfast forever.

His kingdom is that which will not be destroyed.
His dominion will be even to the end.

27He delivers and rescues.
Heworks signs andwonders inheavenand in
earth,

who has delivered Daniel from the power of
the lions.”

28 So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Dar-
ius, and in the reign of Cyrus the Persian.

7
1 In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon,

Daniel had a dream and visions of his head on his
bed. Then hewrote the dreamand told the sumof
thematters.

2Daniel spoke and said, “I saw in my vision by
night and behold, the four winds of the sky broke
out on the great sea.

3 Four great animals came up from the sea,
different from one another.
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4“Thefirstwas likea lion, andhadeagle’swings.
I watched until its wingswere plucked, and it was
liftedup from the earth, andmade to standon two
feet as a man. Aman’s heart was given to it.

5 “Behold, there was another animal, a second,
like a bear. It was raised up on one side, and three
ribswere in itsmouthbetween its teeth. They said
this to it: ‘Arise! Devourmuch flesh!’

6 “After this I saw, and behold, another, like
a leopard, which had on its back four wings of
a bird. The animal also had four heads; and
dominion was given to it.

7 “After this I saw in the night visions, and,
behold, there was a fourth animal, awesome and
powerful, and exceedingly strong. It had great
iron teeth. It devoured and broke in pieces, and
stamped the residue with its feet. It was different
fromall the animals thatwere before it. It had ten
horns.

8 “I considered the horns, and behold, another
horn came up amongst them, a little one, before
which three of the first horns were plucked up by
the roots: and behold, in this horn were eyes like
the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking great
things.
9 “I watched until thrones were placed,

and one whowas Ancient of Days sat.
His clothing was white as snow,

and the hair of his head like pure wool.
His throne was fiery flames,

and its wheels burning fire.
10Afiery stream issued and came out frombefore

him.
Thousands of thousandsministered to him.
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Ten thousand times ten thousand stood be-
fore him.

The judgement was set.
The books were opened.

11 “I watched at that time because of the voice
of the great words which the horn spoke. I
watched even until the animal was slain, its body
destroyed, and it was given to be burnt with fire.

12As for the rest of the animals, their dominion
was takenaway; yet their liveswereprolonged for
a season and a time.

13 “I saw in the night visions, and behold, one
like a son of man came with the clouds, and he
came to theAncient ofDays, and theybroughthim
near before him.

14 Dominion was given him, with glory and a
kingdom, that all the peoples, nations, and lan-
guages should serve him. His dominion is an
everlasting dominion, which will not pass away,
and his kingdomwill not be destroyed.

15 “As for me, Daniel, my spirit was grieved
within my body, and the visions of my head trou-
bledme.

16 I came near to one of those who stood by, and
asked him the truth concerning all this.
“Sohe toldme, andmademeknow the interpre-

tation of the things.
17 ‘These great animals, which are four, are four

kings, who will arise out of the earth.
18But the saints of theMostHighwill receive the

kingdom, and possess the kingdom forever, even
forever and ever.’

19 “Then I desired to know the truth concerning
the fourth animal, which was different from all
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of them, exceedingly terrible, whose teeth were
of iron, and its nails of bronze; which devoured,
broke in pieces, and stamped the residue with its
feet;

20 and concerning the ten horns that were on
its head, and the other horn which came up, and
before which three fell, even that horn that had
eyes, and a mouth that spoke great things, whose
look wasmore stout than its fellows.

21 I saw, and the same horn made war with the
saints and prevailed against them

22 until the Ancient of Days came, and judge-
ment was given to the saints of the Most High,
and the time came that the saints possessed the
kingdom.

23“Sohe said, ‘The fourthanimalwill bea fourth
kingdomonearth,whichwill be different fromall
the kingdoms, and will devour the whole earth,
and will tread it down, and break it in pieces.

24As for the ten horns, ten kingswill arise out of
this kingdom. Another will arise after them; and
he will be different from the former, and he will
put down three kings.

25 He will speak words against the Most High,
and will wear out the saints of the Most High. He
will plan to change the timesand the law; and they
will be given into his hand until a time and times
and half a time.

26 “ ‘But the judgement will be set, and they
will take away his dominion, to consume and to
destroy it to the end.

27 The kingdom and the dominion, and the
greatness of the kingdoms under the whole sky,
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will be given to the people of the saints of theMost
High. His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and
all dominions will serve and obey him.’

28 “Here is the end of the matter. As for me,
Daniel, my thoughts troubled me greatly, and my
face was changed in me; but I kept the matter in
my heart.”

8
1 In the third year of the reign of King Belshaz-

zar, a vision appeared to me, even to me, Daniel,
after that which appeared to me at the first.

2 I saw the vision. Now it was so, that when I
saw, I was in the citadel of Susa, which is in the
province of Elam. I saw in the vision, and Iwas by
the river Ulai.

3Then I lifted upmy eyes, and saw, and behold,
a ramwhich had two horns stood before the river.
The twohornswerehigh; but onewashigher than
the other, and the higher came up last.

4 I saw the ram pushing westward, northward,
and southward. No animals could stand before
him. There wasn’t anyone who could deliver out
of his hand; but he did according to his will, and
magnified himself.

5As Iwas considering, behold, amale goat came
from thewest over the surface of thewhole earth,
and didn’t touch the ground. The goat had a
notable horn between his eyes.

6 He came to the ram that had the two horns,
which I saw standing before the river, and ran on
him in the fury of his power.

7 I saw him come close to the ram, and he was
moved with anger against him, and struck the
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ram, and broke his two horns. There was no
power in the ram to stand before him; but he cast
him down to the ground, and trampled on him.
There was no one who could deliver the ram out
of his hand.

8 The male goat magnified himself exceedingly.
When he was strong, the great horn was broken;
and instead of it there cameup fournotable horns
towards the four winds of the sky.

9Outofoneof themcameouta littlehorn,which
grew exceedingly great, towards the south, and
towards the east, and towards the glorious land.

10 It grew great, even to the army of the sky; and
it cast down some of the army and of the stars to
the ground, and trampled on them.

11 Yes, it magnified itself, even to the prince of
thearmy; and it tookaway fromhimthe continual
burnt offering, and the place of his sanctuarywas
cast down.

12 The army was given over to it together with
the continual burnt offering through disobedi-
ence. It cast down truth to the ground, and it did
its pleasure and prospered.

13 Then I heard a holy one speaking; and an-
other holy one said to that certain onewho spoke,
“How long will the vision about the continual
burnt offering, and the disobedience that makes
desolate, to give both the sanctuary and the army
to be trodden under foot be?”

14 He said to me, “To two thousand and three
hundred evenings and mornings. Then the sanc-
tuary will be cleansed.”
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15 When I, even I Daniel, had seen the vision,
I sought to understand it. Then behold, there
stood beforeme something like the appearance of
a man.

16 I heard a man’s voice between the banks of
the Ulai, which called, and said, “Gabriel, make
this man understand the vision.”

17 So he came near where I stood; and when he
came, Iwas frightened, and fell onmy face; but he
said tome, “Understand, sonofman; for thevision
belongs to the time of the end.”

18Now as he was speaking with me, I fell into a
deep sleep with my face towards the ground; but
he touchedme, and set me upright.

19He said, “Behold, I will make you know what
will be in the latter time of the indignation; for it
belongs to the appointed time of the end.

20 The ram which you saw, that had the two
horns, they are the kings of Media and Persia.

21The roughmale goat is the kingofGreece. The
great horn that is betweenhis eyes is thefirst king.

22 As for that which was broken, in the place
where four stood up, four kingdomswill stand up
out of the nation, but not with his power.

23 “In the latter time of their kingdom, when
the transgressors have come to the full, a king
of fierce face, and understanding dark sentences,
will stand up.

24His power will be mighty, but not by his own
power. He will destroy awesomely, and will pros-
per in what he does. He will destroy the mighty
ones and the holy people.
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25 Through his policy he will cause deceit to
prosper in his hand. He will magnify himself
in his heart, and he will destroy many in their
security. He will also stand up against the prince
of princes; but he will be broken without human
power.

26 “The vision of the evenings and mornings
which has been told is true; but seal up the vision,
for it belongs to many days to come.”

27 I, Daniel, fainted, andwas sick for some days.
Then I rose up, and did the king’s business. I
wondered at the vision, but no one understood it.

9
1 In thefirst year ofDarius the sonofAhasuerus,

of the offspring of theMedes, whowasmade king
over the realm of the Chaldeans,

2 in the first year of his reign I, Daniel, under-
stood by the books the number of the years about
which the LORD’s† word came to Jeremiah the
prophet, for the accomplishing of the desolations
of Jerusalem, even seventy years.

3 I set my face to the Lord God, to seek by prayer
and petitions, with fasting in sackcloth and ashes.

4 I prayed to the LORD my God, and made con-
fession, and said,

“Oh, Lord, the great and dreadful God, who
keeps covenant and loving kindness with those
who love him and keep his commandments,

† 9:2:Whenrendered inALLCAPITALLETTERS, “LORD”or “GOD”
is the translation of God’s Proper Name (Hebrew ,”יהוה“ usually
pronounced Yahweh).
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5we have sinned, and have dealt perversely,
and have done wickedly, and have rebelled, even
turning aside from your precepts and from your
ordinances.

6 We haven’t listened to your servants the
prophets, who spoke in your name to our kings,
our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people
of the land.

7 “Lord, righteousness belongs to you, but to
us confusion of face, as it is today—to the men
of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem,
and to all Israel, who are near, and who are far
off, through all the countries where you have
driven them, because of their trespass that they
have trespassed against you.

8Lord, to us belongs confusion of face, to our
kings, to our princes, and to our fathers, because
we have sinned against you.

9 To the Lord our God belong mercies and
forgiveness; for we have rebelled against him.

10 We haven’t obeyed the LORD our God’s
voice, to walk in his laws, which he set before us
by his servants the prophets.

11 Yes, all Israel have transgressed your law,
turning aside, that theywouldn’t obey your voice.

“Therefore the curse and the oath written in
the law of Moses the servant of God has been
poured out on us; for we have sinned against
him.

12 He has confirmed his words, which he
spoke against us, and against our judges who
judgedus, bybringing onus a great evil; for under
thewhole sky, such has not been done as has been
done to Jerusalem.
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13As it is written in the law of Moses, all this
evil has comeonus. Yetwehavenot entreated the
favour of the LORD our God, that we should turn
fromour iniquities and have discernment in your
truth.

14 Therefore the LORD has watched over the
evil, and brought it on us; for the LORD our God is
righteous in all his works which he does, and we
have not obeyed his voice.

15 “Now, Lord our God, who has brought your
people out of the land of Egypt with a mighty
hand, and have gotten yourself renown, as it is
today, we have sinned. We have done wickedly.

16 Lord, according to all your righteousness,
please let your anger and your wrath be turned
away from your city Jerusalem, your holy moun-
tain, because for our sins, and for the iniquities
of our fathers, Jerusalem and your people have
become a reproach to all who are around us.

17 “Now therefore, our God, listen to the
prayer of your servant, and to his petitions, and
cause your face to shine on your sanctuary that
is desolate, for the Lord’s sake.

18MyGod, turn your ear and hear. Open your
eyes and see our desolations and the city which
is called by your name; for we don’t present our
petitions before you for our righteousness, but for
your great mercies’ sake.

19 Lord, hear. Lord, forgive. Lord, listen
and do. Don’t defer, for your own sake, my God,
because your city and your people are called by
your name.”
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20While Iwas speaking, praying, andconfessing
my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and pre-
senting my supplication before the LORDmy God
for the holy mountain of my God—

21 yes, while I was speaking in prayer, the man
Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the
beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, touchedme
about the time of the evening offering.

22 He instructed me and talked with me, and
said, “Daniel, I havenowcome to give youwisdom
and understanding.

23 At the beginning of your petitions the com-
mandment went out and I have come to tell you,
for you are greatly beloved. Therefore consider
thematter and understand the vision.

24 “Seventy weeks are decreed on your people
and on your holy city, to finish disobedience, to
put an end to sin, to make reconciliation for iniq-
uity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal
up vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most
holy.

25 “Know therefore and discern that from the
going out of the commandment to restore and to
build Jerusalem to the Anointed One,‡ the prince,
will be sevenweeksandsixty-twoweeks. Itwill be
built againwith street andmoat, even in troubled
times.

26After the sixty-two weeks the Anointed One§
will be cut off and will have nothing. The people
of the prince who come will destroy the city and
‡ 9:25: “Anointed One” can also be translated “Messiah” (same
as “Christ”). § 9:26: “Anointed One” can also be translated
“Messiah” (same as “Christ”).
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the sanctuary. Its end will be with a flood, and
war will be even to the end. Desolations are
determined.

27He will make a firm covenant with many for
oneweek. In themiddle of the week hewill cause
the sacrifice and the offering to cease. On the
wing of abominations will come one who makes
desolate. Even to the full end that is decreed,
wrath will be poured out on the desolate.”

10
1 In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a

revelation was revealed to Daniel, whose name
was called Belteshazzar. The revelation was true,
even a great warfare. He understood the revela-
tion, and had understanding of the vision.

2 In those days I, Daniel, was mourning three
whole weeks.

3 I ate no pleasant bread. Nomeat orwine came
into my mouth. I didn’t anoint myself at all, until
three whole weeks were fulfilled.

4 In the twenty-fourth day of the first month,
as I was by the side of the great river, which is
Hiddekel,

5 I lifted up my eyes and looked, and behold,
there was a man clothed in linen, whose thighs
were adorned with pure gold of Uphaz.

6 His body also was like beryl, and his face
like the appearance of lightning, and his eyes like
flaming torches. His arms and his feet were like
burnishedbronze. The voice of hiswordswas like
the voice of a multitude.

7 I, Daniel, alone saw the vision; for the men
who were with me didn’t see the vision; but a



Daniel (Greek) 10:8 xliii Daniel (Greek) 10:16

great quaking fell on them, and they fled to hide
themselves.

8 So I was left alone, and saw this great vision.
No strength remained in me; for my face grew
deathly pale, and I retained no strength.

9 Yet I heard the voice of his words. When I
heard the voice of his words, then I fell into a
deep sleep on my face, with my face towards the
ground.

10Behold, a hand touched me, which set me on
my knees and on the palms of my hands.

11 He said to me, “Daniel, you greatly beloved
man, understand the words that I speak to you.
Stand upright, for I have been sent to you, now.”
When he had spoken this word to me, I stood
trembling.

12 Then he said to me, “Don’t be afraid, Daniel;
for from the first day that you set your heart to
understand, and to humble yourself before your
God, yourwordswereheard. Ihavecomeforyour
words’ sake.

13But the prince of the kingdom of Persia with-
stood me twenty-one days; but, behold, Michael,
one of the chief princes, came to help me because
I remained there with the kings of Persia.

14 Now I have come to make you understand
whatwill happen to yourpeople in the latter days;
for the vision is yet for many days.”

15When he had spoken these words to me, I set
my face towards the ground, and wasmute.

16Behold, one in the likeness of the sons of men
touched my lips. Then I opened my mouth, and
spoke and said to him who stood before me, “My
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lord, by reason of the vision my sorrows have
overtakenme, and I retain no strength.

17 For how can the servant of my lord talk with
my lord? For as for me, immediately there re-
mained no strength in me. There was no breath
left in me.”

18 Then one like the appearance of a man
touchedme again, and he strengthenedme.

19 He said, “Greatly beloved man, don’t be
afraid. Peace be to you. Be strong. Yes, be strong.”
When he spoke to me, I was strengthened, and

said, “Let my lord speak; for you have strength-
enedme.”

20Then he said, “Do you knowwhy I have come
toyou? NowIwill return tofightwith theprinceof
Persia. When Igoout, behold, theprinceofGreece
will come.

21 But I will tell you what is inscribed in the
writing of truth. There is no onewho supportsme
against these except Michael, your prince.

11
1 “As forme, in the first year of Darius theMede,

I stood up to confirm and strengthen him.
2 “Now I will show you the truth. Behold, three

more kingswill standup in Persia. The fourthwill
be far richer than all of them. Whenhe has grown
strong throughhis riches, hewill stirupall against
the realm of Greece.

3Amighty kingwill stand upwhowill rule with
great dominion, and do according to his will.

4When he stands up, his kingdom will be bro-
ken, and will be divided towards the four winds
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of the sky, but not to his posterity, nor according
to his dominionwith which he ruled; for his king-
dom will be plucked up, even for others besides
these.

5“Thekingof the southwill be strong. Oneofhis
princes will become stronger than him and have
dominion. His dominionwill be a great dominion.

6 At the end of years they will join themselves
together. The daughter of the king of the south
will come to the king of the north to make an
agreement, but she will not retain the strength of
her arm. He will also not stand, nor will his arm;
but she will be given up, with those who brought
her and he who became her father, and he who
strengthened her in those times.

7 “But out of a shoot from her roots one will
stand up in his place who will come to the army
and will enter into the fortress of the king of the
north, andwill deal against themandwill prevail.

8Hewill also carry their gods, with theirmolten
images and their precious vessels of silver and
of gold, captive into Egypt. He will refrain some
years from the king of the north.

9He will come into the realm of the king of the
south, but he will return into his own land.

10 His sons will wage war and will assemble a
multitude of great forces which will keep coming
and overflow and pass through. They will return
andwage war, even to his fortress.

11 “The king of the south will be moved with
anger and will come out and fight with him, even
with the king of the north. Hewill send out a great
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multitude, and themultitudewill be given intohis
hand.

12 The multitude will be lifted up, and his heart
will be exalted. He will cast down tens of thou-
sands, but he won’t prevail.

13 The king of the north will return, and will
send out a multitude greater than the former. He
will come on at the end of the times, even of years,
with a great army andwith abundant supplies.

14 “In those times many will stand up against
the king of the south. Also the children of the
violent amongst your people will lift themselves
up to establish the vision; but they will fall.

15So the king of the northwill come and cast up
amound, and take a well-fortified city. The forces
of the south won’t stand, neither will his chosen
people, neitherwill therebeany strength to stand.

16 But he who comes against him will do ac-
cording to his own will, and no one will stand
beforehim. Hewill stand in the glorious land, and
destruction will be in his hand.

17He will set his face to come with the strength
of his whole kingdom, and with him equitable
conditions. He will perform them. He will give
him the daughter of women to corrupt her; but
she will not stand, and won’t be for him.

18After this he will turn his face to the islands,
and will take many; but a prince will cause the
reproach offered by him to cease. Yes, moreover,
he will cause his reproach to turn on him.

19 Then he will turn his face towards the
fortresses of his own land; buthewill stumble and
fall, and won’t be found.
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20 “Then one who will cause a tax collector to
pass through the kingdom to maintain its glory
will stand up in his place; but within few days he
shall be destroyed, not in anger, and not in battle.

21“Inhisplace, a contemptiblepersonwill stand
up, to whom they had not given the honour of the
kingdom; but hewill come in time of security, and
will obtain the kingdom by flatteries.

22 The overwhelming forces will be
overwhelmed from before him, and will be
broken. Yes, also the prince of the covenant.

23 After the treaty is made with him, he will
work deceitfully; for he will come up, and will
become strong with a small people.

24 In time of security, he will come even on the
fattest places of the province. He will do that
which his fathers have not done, nor his fathers’
fathers. He will scatter amongst them prey, plun-
der, and substance. Yes, he will devise his plans
against the strongholds, even for a time.

25 “He will stir up his power and his courage
against the king of the south with a great army;
and the king of the south will wage war in battle
with an exceedingly great and mighty army; but
he won’t stand, for they will devise plans against
him.

26 Yes, those who eat of his delicacies will de-
stroy him, and his armywill be swept away. Many
will fall down slain.

27As for both these kings, their hearts will be to
do mischief, and they will speak lies at one table;
but it won’t prosper, for the end will still be at the
appointed time.
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28 Then he will return into his land with great
wealth. His heart will be against the holy
covenant. He will take action and return to his
own land.

29 “He will return at the appointed time and
come into the south; but it won’t be in the latter
time as it was in the former.

30 For ships of Kittim will come against him.
Therefore he will be grieved, andwill return, and
have indignation against the holy covenant, and
will take action. He will even return, and have
regard to those who forsake the holy covenant.

31 “Forces will stand on his part and they will
profane the sanctuary, even the fortress, and will
take away the continual burnt offering. Then they
will set up the abomination that makes desolate.

32Hewill corrupt thosewhodowickedlyagainst
the covenant by flatteries; but the people who
know their God will be strong and take action.

33 “Those who are wise amongst the people will
instruct many; yet they will fall by the sword and
by flame, by captivity and by plunder, many days.

34Nowwhen they fall, theywill behelpedwitha
little help; but many will join themselves to them
with flatteries.

35Some of those who are wise will fall, to refine
them, and topurify, and tomake themwhite, even
to the time of the end; because it is yet for the
appointed time.

36 “The kingwill do according to hiswill. Hewill
exalt himself, and magnify himself above every
god, and will speak marvellous things against the
God of gods. Hewill prosper until the indignation



Daniel (Greek) 11:37 xlix Daniel (Greek) 11:44

is accomplished; for what is determined will be
done.

37Hewon’t regard the gods of his fathers, or the
desire of women, or regard any god; for he will
magnify himself above all.

38 But in his place he will honour the god of
fortresses. Hewill honour a godwhomhis fathers
didn’t knowwith gold, silver, precious stones, and
pleasant things.

39He will deal with the strongest fortresses by
the help of a foreign god. He will increase with
glory whoever acknowledges him. He will cause
them to rule over many, and will divide the land
for a price.

40 “At the time of the end, the king of the south
will contend with him; and the king of the north
will comeagainst him like awhirlwind,with char-
iots, with horsemen, andwithmany ships. Hewill
enter into the countries, and will overflow and
pass through.

41He will enter also into the glorious land, and
many countrieswill be overthrown; but thesewill
bedeliveredout of his hand: Edom,Moab, and the
chief of the children of Ammon.

42He will also stretch out his hand against the
countries. The land of Egypt won’t escape.

43 But he will have power over the treasures of
gold and of silver, and over all the precious things
of Egypt. The Libyans and the Ethiopians will be
at his steps.

44But news out of the east and out of the north
will troublehim; andhewill gooutwithgreat fury
to destroy and utterly to sweep awaymany.
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45He will plant the tents of his palace between
the seaand thegloriousholymountain; yet hewill
come to his end, and no one will help him.

12
1 “At that time Michael will stand up, the great

princewho stands for the children of your people.
There will be a time of trouble, such as never
was since there was a nation even to that same
time. At that time, your people will be delivered—
everyone who is foundwritten in the book.

2 Many of those who sleep in the dust of the
earth will awake, some to everlasting life, and
some to shame and everlasting contempt.

3 Those who are wise will shine as the bright-
ness of the expanse. Those who turn many to
righteousnesswill shine like the stars forever and
ever.

4But you, Daniel, shut up thewords and seal the
book, even to the time of the end. Many will run
back and forth, andknowledgewill be increased.”

5Then I, Daniel, looked, and behold, two others
stood, one on the river bank on this side, and the
other on the river bank on that side.

6One said to the man clothed in linen, who was
above the waters of the river, “How long will it be
to the end of these wonders?”

7 I heard the man clothed in linen, who was
above thewaters of the river, when he held up his
right hand and his left hand to heaven, and swore
by himwho lives forever that it will be for a time,
times, and a half; and when they have finished
breaking in pieces the power of the holy people,
all these things will be finished.
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8 I heard, but I didn’t understand. Then I
said, “My lord, what will be the outcome of these
things?”

9 He said, “Go your way, Daniel; for the words
are shut up and sealed until the time of the end.

10 Many will purify themselves, make them-
selves white, and be refined; but the wicked will
do wickedly. None of the wicked will understand;
but those who are wise will understand.

11 “From the time that the continual burnt offer-
ing is takenawayand the abomination thatmakes
desolate set up, there will be one thousand and
two hundred and ninety days.

12Blessed is he who waits and comes to the one
thousand and three hundred and thirty-five days.

13 “But go your way until the end; for you will
rest and will stand in your inheritance at the end
of the days.”

13
THEHISTORYOF SUSANNA

1 †A man lived in Babylon, and his name was
Joakim.

2He took a wife, whose name was Susanna, the
daughter of Helkias, a very fair woman, and one
who feared the Lord.

3 Her parents were also righteous, and taught
their daughter according to the law of Moses.
† 13:1: The History of Susanna is translated from chapter 13 of
Daniel in the Greek Septuagint. It is not found in the traditional
Hebrew text of Daniel. The History of Susanna is recognised as
Deuterocanonical Scripture by the Roman Catholic, Greek Ortho-
dox, and Russian Orthodox Churches.
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4Now Joakim was a great rich man, and had a
beautiful garden next to his house. The Jews used
to come to him, because he wasmore honourable
than all others.

5 The same year, two of the elders of the people
were appointed to be judges, such as the Lord
spoke of, that wickedness came from Babylon
fromelderswhowere judges,whowere supposed
to govern the people.

6 These were often at Joakim’s house. All that
had any lawsuits came to them.

7When the people departed away at noon, Su-
sanna went into her husband’s garden to walk.

8The two elders saw her going in every day and
walking; and theywere inflamedwith lust for her.

9 They perverted their own mind and turned
away their eyes, that they might not look to
heaven, nor remember just judgements.

10And although they both were wounded with
lust for her, yet dared not show the other his grief.

11 For they were ashamed to declare their lust,
what they desired to do with her.

12 Yet they watched eagerly from day to day to
see her.

13The one said to the other, “Let’s gohome, now;
for it is dinner time.”

14 So when they had gone out, they parted com-
pany, and turning back again, they came to the
same place. After they had asked one another the
cause, they acknowledged their lust. Then they
appointed a time both together, when they might
find her alone.
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15 It happened, as they watched on an oppor-
tune day, she went in as before with only two
maids, and she desired to wash herself in the
garden; for it was hot.

16Therewasnobody there except the twoelders
who had hid themselves and watched her.

17 Then she said to her maids, “Bring me olive
oil and ointment, and shut the garden doors, that
I may washmyself.”

18 They did as she asked them and shut the
garden doors, andwent out themselves at the side
doors to fetch the things that she had commanded
them. They didn’t see the elders, because they
were hidden.

19 Now when the maids had gone out, the two
elders rose up and ran to her, saying,

20 “Behold, the garden doors are shut, that no
man can see us, and we are in love with you.
Therefore consent to us, and lie with us.

21 If youwill not, wewill testify against you, that
a young man was with you; therefore you sent
yourmaids away from you.”

22ThenSusannasighed, andsaid, “I amtrapped;
for if I do this thing, it is death to me. If I don’t do
it, I can’t escape your hands.

23 It is better for me to fall into your hands, and
not do it, than to sin in the sight of the Lord.”

24 With that Susanna cried with a loud voice;
and the two elders cried out against her.

25Then one of them ran and opened the garden
doors.

26 So when the servants of the house heard the
cry in the garden, they rushed in at the side door
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to see what had happened to her.
27 But when the elders had told their tale, the

servants were greatly ashamed; for there was
never such a report made of Susanna.

28 It came to pass on the next day, when the
people assembled to her husband Joakim, the two
elders came full of their wicked intent against
Susanna to put her to death,

29 and said before the people, “Send for Su-
sanna, the daughter of Helkias, Joakim’s wife.” So
they sent;

30and she camewith her father andmother, her
children, and all her kindred.

31NowSusannawasaverydelicatewoman, and
beautiful to behold.

32 These wicked men commanded her to be
unveiled, for she was veiled, that they might be
filled with her beauty.

33 Therefore her friends and all who saw her
wept.

34 Then the two elders stood up in the midst of
the people and laid their hands upon her head.

35 She, weeping, looked up towards heaven; for
her heart trusted in the Lord.

36 The elders said, “As we walked in the garden
alone, this woman came in with two maids, shut
the garden doors, and sent themaids away.

37 Then a young man who was hidden there
came to her and lay with her.

38And we, being in a corner of the garden, saw
this wickedness and ran to them.

39Andwhenwe saw them together, we couldn’t
hold the man; for he was stronger than we, and
opened the doors, and leapt out.
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40But having taken this woman, we asked who
the youngmanwas, but she would not tell us. We
testify these things.

41 Then the assembly believed them, as those
whowere elders of the people and judges; so they
condemned her to death.

42ThenSusanna cried outwith a loudvoice, and
said, “O everlasting God, you know the secrets,
and know all things before they happen.

43 You know that they have testified falsely
against me. Behold, I must die, even though I
never did such things as these men have mali-
ciously invented against me.”

44The Lord heard her voice.
45 Therefore when she was led away to be put

to death, God raised up the holy spirit of a young
youth, whose namewas Daniel.

46He cried with a loud voice, “I am clear from
the blood of this woman!”

47Thenall the people turned them towardshim,
and said, “What do these words that you have
spokenmean?”

48Sohe, standing in themidst of them, said, “Are
you all such fools, you sons of Israel, that without
examination or knowledge of the truth you have
condemned a daughter of Israel?

49 Return again to the place of judgement; for
these have testified falsely against her.”

50 Therefore all the people turned again in
haste, and the elders said to him, “Come, sit down
amongst us, and show it to us, seeing God has
given you the honour of an elder.”
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51Then Daniel said to them, “Put them far apart
from each another, and I will examine them.”

52 So when they were put apart one from an-
other, he called one of them, and said to him, “O
you who have become old in wickedness, now
your sins have returned which you have commit-
ted before,

53 in pronouncing unjust judgement, condemn-
ing the innocent, and letting the guilty go free;
although the Lord says, ‘You shall not kill the
innocent and righteous.’

54Nowthen, if you sawher, tellme, underwhich
tree did you see them companying together?”
He answered, “Under amastick tree.”
55 And Daniel said, “You have certainly lied

against your own head; for even now the angel of
God has received the sentence of God andwill cut
you in two.”

56So he put himaside, and commanded to bring
the other, and said to him, “O you seed of Canaan,
and not of Judah, beauty has deceived you, and
lust has perverted your heart.

57 Thus you have dealt with the daughters of
Israel, and they for fear were intimate with you;
but the daughter of Judahwould not tolerate your
wickedness.

58Now therefore tell me, under which tree did
you take them being intimate together?”
He answered, “Under an evergreen oak tree.”
59 Then Daniel said to him, “You have also cer-

tainly lied against your own head; for the angel of
Godwaitswith the sword to cut you in two, that he
may destroy you.”
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60 With that, all the assembly cried out with a
loud voice, and blessed God, who saves thosewho
hope in him.

61 Then they arose against the two elders, for
Daniel had convicted them of false testimony out
of their ownmouth.

62 According to the law of Moses they did to
them what they maliciously intended to do to
their neighbour. They put them to death, and the
innocent blood was saved the same day.

63 Therefore Helkias and his wife praised God
for their daughter Susanna, with Joakim her hus-
band, and all the kindred, because there was no
dishonesty found in her.

64 And from that day forth, Daniel had a great
reputation in the sight of the people.

14
Bel and the Dragon

1 †KingAstyageswasgathered tohis fathers, and
Cyrus the Persian received his kingdom.

2Daniel lived with the king, and was honoured
above all his friends.

3 Now the Babylonians had an idol called Bel,
and every day twelve greatmeasures of fine flour,
forty sheep, and six firkins‡ ofwinewere spent on
it.
† 14:1: Bel and the Dragon is translated from chapter 14 of Daniel
in the Greek Septuagint. It is not found in the traditional Hebrew
text of Daniel. Bel and the Dragon is recognised as Deuterocanoni-
cal Scripture by the Roman Catholic, Greek Orthodox, and Russian
Orthodox Churches. ‡ 14:3: a firkin is about 41 litres or 11
gallons.
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4 The king honoured it and went daily to wor-
ship it; but Daniel worshipped his own God. The
king said to him, “Why don’t you worship Bel?”

5He said, “Because Imaynot honour idolsmade
with hands, but only the living God, who has
created the sky and the earth, andhas sovereignty
over all flesh.”

6Then theking said tohim, “Don’t you think that
Bel is a livinggod? Don’t youseehowmuchheeats
and drinks every day?”

7 Then Daniel laughed, and said, “O king, don’t
be deceived; for this is just clay inside, and brass
outside, and never ate or drank anything.”

8 So the king was angry, and called for his
priests, and said to them, “If you don’t tell mewho
this is who devours these expenses, you shall die.

9But if you can showme that Bel devours them,
then Daniel shall die; for he has spoken blas-
phemy against Bel.”
Daniel said to the king, “Let it be according to

your word.”
10Nowtherewere seventypriests ofBel, besides

their wives and children. The king went with
Daniel into Bel’s temple.

11 So Bel’s priests said, “Behold, we will leave;
but you, O king, set out the food, andmix thewine
and set it out, shut the door securely, and seal it
with your own signet.

12When you come in the morning, if you don’t
find that Bel has eaten everything, we will suffer
death, or else Daniel, who speaks falsely against
us.”
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13 They weren’t concerned, for under the ta-
ble they had made a secret entrance, by which
they entered in continually, and consumed those
things.

14 It happened, when they had gone out, the
king set the food before Bel. Now Daniel had
commanded his servants to bring ashes, and they
scattered themall over the temple in the presence
of the king alone. Then they went out, shut the
door, sealed it with the king’s signet, and so de-
parted.

15Now in the night, the priests came with their
wives and children, as they usually did, and ate
and drank it all.

16 In the morning, the king arose, and Daniel
with him.

17The king said, “Daniel, are the seals whole?”
He said, “Yes, O king, they are whole.”
18 And as soon as he had opened the door, the

king looked at the table, and cried with a loud
voice, “You are great, O Bel, and with you is no
deceit at all!”

19 Then Daniel laughed, and held the king that
he should not go in, and said, “Behold now the
pavement, and mark well whose footsteps these
are.”

20 The king said, “I see the footsteps of men,
women, and children.” Then the king was angry,

21and took the priestswith theirwives and chil-
dren, who showed him the secret doors, where
they came in and consumed the things that were
on the table.
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22Therefore the king killed them, and delivered
Bel into Daniel’s power, who overthrew it and its
temple.

23 In that same place there was a great dragon
which the people of Babylon worshipped.

24The king said toDaniel, “Will you also say that
this is of brass? Behold, he lives, eats and drinks.
You can’t say that he is no living god. Therefore
worship him.”

25Then Daniel said, “I will worship the Lordmy
God; for he is a living God.

26Butallowme,Oking, and Iwill kill thisdragon
without sword or staff.”
The king said, “I allow you.”
27 Then Daniel took pitch, fat, and hair, and

melted them together, and made lumps of them.
He put these in the dragon’s mouth, so the dragon
ate and burst apart. Daniel said, “Behold, these
are the gods you all worship.”

28When the people of Babylon heard that, they
took great indignation, and conspired against the
king, saying, “The king has become a Jew. He has
pulled down Bel, slain the dragon, and put the
priests to the sword.”

29 So they came to the king, and said, “Deliver
Daniel to us, or else we will destroy you and your
house.”

30 Now when the king saw that they trapped
him, being constrained, the king delivered Daniel
to them.

31 They cast him into the lion’s den, where he
was six days.
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32 There were seven lions in the den, and they
had been giving them two carcasses and two
sheep every day, which then were not given to
them, intending that they would devour Daniel.

33 Now there was in Jewry the prophet
Habakkuk,§ who hadmade stew, and had broken
bread into a bowl. He was going into the field to
bring it to the reapers.

34 But the angel of the Lord said to Habakkuk,
“Go carry the dinner that you have into Babylon
to Daniel, in the lions’ den.”

35Habakkuk said, “Lord, I never saw Babylon. I
don’t knowwhere the den is.”

36 Then the angel of the Lord took him by the
crown, and lifted him up by the hair of his head,
andwith the blast of his breath set him inBabylon
over the den.

37 Habakkuk cried, saying, “O Daniel, Daniel,
take the dinner which God has sent you.”

38 Daniel said, “You have remembered me, O
God! You haven’t forsaken those who love you!”

39 So Daniel arose and ate; and the angel of God
setHabakkuk inhis ownplace again immediately.

40On the seventh day, the king came to mourn
for Daniel. When he came to the den, he looked
in, and, behold, Daniel was sitting.

41Then the king cried with a loud voice, saying,
“Great are you, O Lord, you God of Daniel, and
there is none other beside you!”

42 So he drew him out, and cast those that were
the cause of his destruction into the den; and they
were devoured in amoment before his face.
§ 14:33: Gr. Ambakoum.
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