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The First Book of Samuel
1 Now there was a certain man of Ramathaim,

a Zuphite of the hill-country of Ephraim, named
Elkanah; he was the son of Jeroham, the son
of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an
Ephraimite: 2 And he had two wives, one named
Hannah and the other Peninnah: and Peninnah
was the mother of children, but Hannah had no
children. 3Now this man went up from his town
every year to give worship and to make offerings
to the Lord of armies in Shiloh. And the two sons
of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, the priests of the
Lord, were there. 4 And when the day came for
Elkanah tomakehis offering, he gave to Peninnah
his wife, and to all her sons and daughters, their
part of the feast: 5 But to Hannah he gave one
part, though Hannah was very dear to him, but
the Lord had not let her have children. 6 And
the other wife did everything possible to make
her unhappy, because the Lord had not let her
have children; 7 And year by year, whenever she
went up to the house of the Lord, she kept on
attacking her, so that Hannah gave herself up to
weeping and would take no food. 8 Then her
husband Elkanah said to her, Hannah, why are
you weeping? and why are you taking no food?
why is your heart troubled? am I not more to you
than ten sons? 9 So after they had taken food and
wine in the guest room, Hannah got up. Now Eli
the priestwas seated by the pillars of the doorway
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of the Temple of the Lord. 10Andwith grief in her
soul, weeping bitterly, shemade her prayer to the
Lord. 11 And she made an oath, and said, O Lord
of armies, if youwill truly take note of the sorrow
of your servant, not turning away from me but
keepingme inmind, andwill givemeaman-child,
then I will give him to the Lord all the days of his
life, and his hair will never be cut. 12Now while
she was a long time in prayer before the Lord,
Eli was watching her mouth. 13 For Hannah's
prayer came from her heart, and though her lips
were moving she made no sound: so it seemed
to Eli that she was overcome with wine. 14 And
Eli said to her, How long are you going to be the
worse for drink? Put away the effects of your
wine from you. 15 And Hannah, answering him,
said, No, my lord, I am a woman whose spirit is
broken with sorrow: I have not taken wine or
strong drink, but I have been opening my heart
before the Lord. 16 Do not take your servant to
be a good-for-nothingwoman: formywords have
come frommystored-up sorrowandpain. 17Then
Eli said to her, Go in peace: and may the God of
Israel give you an answer to the prayer you have
made to him. 18 And she said, May your servant
have grace in your eyes. So the woman went
away, and took part in the feast, and her face was
no longer sad. 19Andearly in themorning theygot
up, and after worshipping before the Lord they
went back to Ramah, to their house: and Elkanah
had connection with his wife; and the Lord kept
her inmind. 20Now the time camewhenHannah,
beingwith child, gave birth to a son; and she gave
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him the name Samuel, Because, she said, I made
a prayer to the Lord for him. 21 And the man
Elkanah with all his family went up to make the
year's offering to the Lord, and to give effect to
his oath. 22But Hannah did not go, for she said to
her husband, I will not go till the child has been
taken from the breast, and then I will take him
with me and put him before the Lord, where he
may be for ever. 23And her husband Elkanah said
to her, Dowhatever seems right to you, but not till
you have taken him from the breast; onlymay the
Lord do as he has said. So the woman, waiting
there, gave her son milk till he was old enough
to be taken from the breast. 24 Then when she
had done so, she took him with her, with a three-
year old ox and an ephah of meal and a skin full
of wine, and took him to the house of the Lord at
Shiloh: now the child was still very young. 25And
when they had made an offering of the ox, they
took the child to Eli. 26And she said, Omy lord, as
your soul is living, my lord, I am that womanwho
wasmakingaprayer to theLordherebyyour side:
27My prayer was for this child; and the Lord has
given him to me in answer to my request: 28 So I
have given him to the Lord; for all his life he is the
Lord's. Then he gave the Lord worship there.

2
1 And Hannah, in prayer before the Lord, said,

Myheart is glad in theLord,myhorn is liftedup in
the Lord: mymouth is open wide over my haters;
because my joy is in your salvation. 2No other is
holy as the Lord, for there is no otherGodbut you:



1 Samuel 2:3 iv 1 Samuel 2:13

there is noRock like ourGod. 3Saynomorewords
of pride; let not uncontrolled sayings come out of
your mouths: for the Lord is a God of knowledge,
by him acts are judged. 4 The bows of the men
of war are broken, and the feeble are clothed
with strength. 5 Those who were full are offering
themselves as servants for bread; thosewhowere
in need are at rest; truly, she who had no children
has become the mother of seven; and she who
had a family is wasted with sorrow. 6 The Lord is
the giver of death and life: sending men down to
the underworld and lifting them up. 7 The Lord
gives wealth and takes a man's goods from him:
crushing men down and again lifting them up;
8 Lifting the poor out of the dust, and him who is
in need out of the lowest place, to give them their
place among rulers, and for their heritage the seat
of glory: for the pillars of the earth are the Lord's
and he has made them the base of the world. 9He
will keep the feet of his holy ones, but the evil-
doers will come to their end in the dark night, for
by strength no man will overcome. 10 Those who
makewar against the Lordwill be broken; against
them he will send his thunder from heaven: the
Lord will be judge of the ends of the earth, he will
give strength to his king, lifting up the horn of
him on whom the holy oil has been put. 11 Then
Elkanah went to Ramah to his house. And the
child became the servant of the Lord under the
direction of Eli the priest. 12 Now the sons of Eli
were evil and good-for-nothing men, having no
knowledge of the Lord. 13 And the priests' way
with the people was this: when any man made
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an offering, the priest's servant came while the
fleshwasbeing cooked, having inhishandameat-
hook with three teeth; 14 This he put into the pot,
and everything which came up on the hook the
priest took for himself. This they did in Shiloh
to all the Israelites who came there. 15And more
than this, before the fat was burned, the priest's
servant would come and say to the man who was
making the offering, Give me some of the flesh
to be cooked for the priest; he has no taste for
meat cooked in water, but would have you give
it uncooked. 16 And if the man said to him, First
let the fat be burned, then take as much as you
will; then the servant would say, No, you are to
give it to me now, or I will take it by force. 17And
the sin of these young men was very great before
the Lord; for they gave no honour to the Lord's
offerings. 18But Samuel did thework of the Lord's
house, while he was a child, dressed in a linen
ephod. 19 And his mother made him a little robe
and took it to him every yearwhen she camewith
her husband for the year's offering. 20And every
year Eli gave Elkanah and his wife a blessing,
saying, May the Lord give you offspring by this
woman in exchange for the child you have given
to the Lord. And they went back to their house.
21 And the Lord had mercy on Hannah and she
gave birth to three sons and two daughters. And
the young Samuel became older before the Lord.
22 Now Eli was very old; and he had news from
time to time of what his sons were doing to all
Israel. 23And he said to them, Why are you doing
such things? for fromall this people I get accounts
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of your evil ways. 24 No, my sons, the account
which is given me, which the Lord's people are
sending about, is not good. 25 If one man does
wrong to another, God will be his judge: but if a
man's sin is against the Lord, who will take up his
cause? But they gave no attention to the voice of
their father, for it was the Lord's purpose to send
destruction on them. 26 And the young Samuel,
becoming older, had the approval of the Lord and
ofmen. 27AndamanofGodcame toEli and said to
him,TheLordsays,Did I letmyselfbe seenbyyour
father's peoplewhen theywere in Egypt, servants
in Pharaoh's house? 28 Did I take him out of all
the tribes of Israel to be my priest and to go up
to my altar to make the smoke of the offerings go
up and to take up the ephod? Did I give to your
father's family all theofferingsmadebyfireby the
children of Israel? 29 Why then are you looking
with envy on my offerings of meat and of meal
whichwere ordered bymyword, honouring your
sons before me, and making yourselves fat with
all the best of the offerings of Israel, my people?
30 For this reason the Lord God of Israel has said,
Truly I did say that your family and your father's
peoplewould have their place beforeme for ever:
but now the Lord says, Let it not be so; I will give
honour to those by whom I am honoured, and
those who have no respect for me will be of small
value inmyeyes. 31See, thedaysare comingwhen
your arm and the arm of your father's people will
be cut off; 32And never again will there be an old
man in your family. 33But oneman of your family
will not be cut off bymyhand, and his eyeswill be
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made dark, and grief will be in his heart: and all
the offspring of your familywill come to their end
by the sword of men. 34 And this will be the sign
to you, which will come on Hophni and Phinehas,
your sons; death will overtake them on the same
day. 35And Iwillmakea truepriest formyself, one
who will do what is in my heart and in my mind:
and I will make for him a family which will not
come to an end; and his place will be before my
holy one for ever. 36Then it will be that the rest of
your family, anyonewho has not been cut off, will
go down on his knees to him for a bit of silver or
a bit of bread, and say, Be pleased to put me into
one of the priest's places so that Imay have a little
food.

3
1Now the young Samuel was the servant of the

Lord before Eli. In those days the Lord kept his
word secret frommen; there was no open vision.
2 And at that time, when Eli was resting in his
place, (now his eyes were becoming clouded so
that he was not able to see,) 3And the light of God
was still burning, while Samuel was sleeping in
the Temple of the Lord where the ark of God was,
4 The voice of the Lord said Samuel's name; and
he said, Here am I. 5 And running to Eli he said,
Here am I, for you said my name. And Eli said, I
did not say your name; go to your rest again. So
hewent back to his bed. 6And again the Lord said,
Samuel. And Samuel got up and went to Eli and
said, Here am I; for you certainly said my name.
But he said in answer, I said nothing,my son; go to
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your rest again. 7Now at that time Samuel had no
knowledge of the Lord, and the revelation of the
word of the Lord had not come to him. 8And for
the third time the Lord said Samuel's name. And
he got up and went to Eli and said, Here am I; for
you certainly said my name. Then it was clear to
Eli that the voice which had said the child's name
was the Lord's. 9 So Eli said to Samuel, Go back:
and if the voice comes again, let your answer be,
Sayon, Lord; for theearsof your servant areopen.
So Samuel went back to his bed. 10Then the Lord
came and said as before, Samuel, Samuel. Then
Samuel made answer, Say on, Lord; for the ears
of your servant are open. 11And the Lord said to
Samuel, See, I will do a thing in Israel at which the
earsof everyonehearingof itwill beburning. 12 In
that day I will do to Eli everything which I have
said about his family, from first to last. 13 And
you are to say to him that I will send punishment
on his family for ever, for the sin which he had
knowledge of; because his sons have been cursing
God and he had no control over them. 14So I have
made an oath to the family of Eli that no offering
ofmeat or ofmealwhich theymaymakewill ever
take away the sin of his family. 15 And Samuel
kept where he was, not moving till the time came
for opening the doors of the house of God in the
morning. And fear kept him from giving Eli an
account of his vision. 16 Then Eli said, Samuel,
my son. And Samuel answering said, Here am
I. 17 And he said, What did the Lord say to you?
Do not keep it from me: may God's punishment
be on you if you keep from me anything he said
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to you. 18 Then Samuel gave him an account of
everything, keeping nothing back. And he said, It
is the Lord; let him do what seems good to him.
19 And Samuel became older, and the Lord was
with him and let not one of his words be without
effect. 20And it was clear to all Israel from Dan to
Beer-sheba that Samuel had beenmade a prophet
of the Lord. 21 And the Lord was seen again in
Shiloh; for the Lord gave to Samuel in Shiloh the
revelation of his word.

4
1Now at that time the Philistines came together

to make war against Israel, and the men of Is-
rael went out to war against the Philistines and
took up their position at the side of Eben-ezer:
and the Philistines put their forces in position in
Aphek. 2 And the Philistines put their forces in
order against Israel, and the fighting was hard,
and Israel was overcome by the Philistines, who
put to the sword about four thousand of their
army in the field. 3 And when the people came
back to their tents, the responsible men of Israel
said, Why has the Lord let the Philistines over-
come us today? Let us get the ark of the Lord's
agreement here from Shiloh, so that it may be
with us and give us salvation from the hands of
those who are against us. 4 So the people sent
to Shiloh and got the ark of the agreement of the
Lord of armies whose resting-place is between
the winged ones; and Hophni and Phinehas, the
two sons of Eli, were there with the ark of God's
agreement. 5 And when the ark of the Lord's
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agreement came into the tent-circle, all Israel
gave a great cry, so that the earth was sounding
with it. 6And the Philistines, hearing the noise of
their cry, said, What is this great cry among the
tents of the Hebrews? Then it became clear to
them that the ark of the Lordhad come to the tent-
circle. 7And the Philistines, full of fear, said, God
hascome into their tents. And theysaid, Trouble is
ours! for never before has such a thing been seen.
8Trouble is ours! Whowill give us salvation from
the hands of these great gods? These are the gods
who sent all sorts of blows on the Egyptians in
the waste land. 9Be strong, O Philistines, be men!
Do not be servants to the Hebrews as they have
been to you: go forward to the fight without fear.
10 So the Philistines went to the fight, and Israel
was overcome, and every man went in flight to
his tent: and great was the destruction, for thirty
thousand footmen of Israelwere put to the sword.
11And the ark of God was taken; and Hophni and
Phinehas, the sons of Eli, were put to the sword.
12And aman of Benjamin went running from the
fight and came to Shiloh the same day with his
clothing out of order and earth onhis head. 13And
when he came, Eli was seated by the wayside
watching: and in his heart was fear for the ark of
God. And when the man came into the town and
gave the news, there was a great outcry. 14 And
Eli, hearing the noise and the cries, said, What
is the reason of this outcry? And the man came
quickly and gave the news to Eli. 15Now Eli was
ninety-eight years old, and his eyes were fixed so
that he was not able to see. 16 And the man said
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to Eli, I have come from the army and have come
in flight today from the fight. And he said, How
did it go, my son? 17And theman said, Israel went
in flight from the Philistines, and there has been
great destruction among the people, and your two
sons, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, and the ark
ofGodhasbeen taken. 18Andat thesewordsabout
the ark of God, Eli, falling back off his seat by the
side of the doorway into the town, came down on
the earth so that his neck was broken and death
overtook him, for he was an old man and of great
weight. Hehadbeen judging Israel for forty years.
19 And his daughter-in-law, the wife of Phinehas,
waswith child and near the timewhen shewould
givebirth; andwhenshehad thenews that theark
of God had been taken and that her father-in-law
and her husband were dead, her pains came on
her suddenly and she gave birth. 20Andwhen she
was very near death the women who were with
her said, Have no fear, for you have given birth
to a son. But she made no answer and gave no
attention to it. 21And she gave the child the name
of Ichabod, saying, The gloryhas gone from Israel:
because the ark of God was taken and because of
her father-in-law and her husband. 22 And she
said, The glory is gone from Israel, for the ark of
God has been taken.

5
1 Now the Philistines, having taken the ark of

God, took it with them from Eben-ezer to Ashdod.
2They took the ark of God into the house of Dagon
and put it by the side of Dagon. 3 And when the
people of Ashdod got up early on the morning
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after, they saw that Dagon had come down to the
earth on his face before the ark of the Lord. And
they tookDagonupandputhim inhis place again.
4Andwhen they got up early on themorning after,
Dagon had come down to the earth on his face
before the ark of the Lord; and his head and his
hands were broken off on the doorstep; only the
base was in its place. 5 So to this day no priest of
Dagon, or any who come into Dagon's house, will
put his foot on the doorstep of the house of Dagon
in Ashdod. 6But the hand of the Lordwas hard on
the people of Ashdod and he sent disease on them
through all the country of Ashdod. 7 And when
the men of Ashdod saw how it was, they said, Let
not the ark of the God of Israel be with us, for his
hand is hard on us and on Dagon our god. 8 So
they sent for all the lords of the Philistines to come
together there, and said, What are we to do with
the ark of the God of Israel? And their answer
was, Let the ark of the God of Israel be taken away
to Gath. So they took the ark of the God of Israel
away. 9But after they had taken it away, the hand
of the Lord was stretched out against the town
for its destruction: and the signs of disease came
out on all the men of the town, small and great.
10 So they sent the ark of God to Ekron. And when
the ark of God came to Ekron, the people of the
town made an outcry, saying, They have sent the
ark of the God of Israel to us for the destruction
of us and of our people. 11 So they sent and got
together all the lords of the Philistines, and they
said, Send away the ark of the God of Israel, and
let it go back to its place, so that it may not be the
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cause of death to us and to our people: for there
was a great fear of death through all the town; the
hand of God was very hard on them there. 12And
thosemenwhowerenot overtakenbydeathwere
cruelly diseased: and the cry of the townwent up
to heaven.

6
1 Now the ark of the Lord was in the country

of the Philistines for seven months. 2 And the
Philistines sent for thepriests and thosewhowere
wise in secret arts, and said to them,What are we
to dowith the ark of the Lord? Howarewe to send
it away to its place? 3 And they said, If you send
away the ark of the God of Israel, do not send it
without an offering, but send him a sin-offering
with it: then youwill have peace again, and it will
be clear to youwhy theweight of his hand has not
been lifted from you. 4 Then they said, What sin-
offeringarewe to send tohim? And they said, Five
gold images of the growths causedbyyourdisease
and five gold mice, one for every lord of the
Philistines: for the same disease came on you and
on your lords. 5 So make images of the growths
caused by your disease and of themice which are
damaging your land; and give glory to the God of
Israel: itmaybe that theweight of his handwill be
lifted fromyouand fromyour gods and fromyour
land. 6Why do you make your hearts hard, like
the hearts of Pharaoh and the Egyptians? When
he had made sport of them, did they not let the
people go, and theywent away? 7Sonow, takeand
make ready a new cart, and two cowswhich have
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never come under the yoke, and have the cows
yoked to the cart, and take their young ones away
from them: 8 And put the ark of the Lord on the
cart, and the gold images which you are sending
as a sin-offering in a chest by its side; and send
it away so that it may go. 9 If it goes by the land
of Israel to Beth-shemesh, then this great evil is
his work; but if not, then we may be certain that
the evil was not his doing, but was the working
of chance. 10 And the men did so; they took two
cows, yoking them to the cart and shutting up
their young ones in their living-place: 11And they
put the ark of the Lord on the cart and the chest
with the gold images. 12 And the cows took the
straight way, by the road to Beth-shemesh; they
went by the highway, not turning to the right or
to the left, and the sound of their voices was clear
on the road; and the lords of the Philistines went
after them as far as the edge of Beth-shemesh.
13 And the people of Beth-shemesh were cutting
their grain in the valley, and lifting up their eyes
they saw the ark and were full of joy when they
saw it. 14And the cart came into thefield of Joshua
the Beth-shemite, and came to a stop there by a
great stone: and cutting up the wood of the cart
they made a burned offering of the cows to the
Lord. 15 Then the Levites took down the ark of
the Lord and the chest in which were the gold
images, and put them on the great stone: and the
men of Beth-shemeshmade burned offerings and
gave worship that day before the Lord. 16 And
the five lords of the Philistines, having seen it,
went back to Ekron the same day. 17 Now these
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are the gold images which the Philistines sent as
a sin-offering to the Lord; one for Ashdod, one
for Gaza, one for Ashkelon, one for Gath, one for
Ekron; 18 And the gold mice, one for every town
of the Philistines, the property of the five lords,
walled towns as well as country places: and the
great stone where they put the ark of the Lord is
still in the field of Joshua the Beth-shemite to this
day. 19 But the Lord sent destruction on seventy
men of the people of Beth-shemesh for looking
into the ark of the Lord; and great was the sorrow
of the people for the destruction which the Lord
hadsenton them. 20And themenofBeth-shemesh
said,Who is able to keephis place before theLord,
this holy God? and to whom may he go from
us? 21 And they sent men to the people living in
Kiriath-jearim, saying, The Philistines have sent
back the ark of the Lord; come and take it up to
your country.

7
1 So the men of Kiriath-jearim came and took

the ark of the Lord to the house of Abinadab in
Gibeah, and they made his son Eleazar holy and
put the ark in his care. 2 And the ark was in
Kiriath-jearim for a long time, as much as twenty
years: and all Israel was searching after the Lord
with weeping. 3 Then Samuel said to all Israel,
If with all your hearts you would come back to
the Lord, then put away all the strange gods and
the Astartes from among you, and let your hearts
be turned to the Lord, and be servants to him
only: and he will make you safe from the hands
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of the Philistines. 4 So the children of Israel gave
up the worship of Baal and Astarte, and became
worshippers of the Lord only. 5Then Samuel said,
Let all Israel come to Mizpah and I will make
prayer to theLord for you. 6So they came together
to Mizpah, and got water, draining it out before
the Lord, and they took no food that day, and
they said, We have done evil against the Lord.
And Samuel was judge of the children of Israel in
Mizpah. 7Nowwhen thePhilistines hadnews that
the children of Israel had come together at Miz-
pah, the lords of the Philistines went up against
Israel. And the children of Israel, hearing of it,
were full of fear. 8And the children of Israel said
to Samuel, Go on crying to the Lord our God for us
to make us safe from the hands of the Philistines.
9 And Samuel took a young lamb, offering all of
it as a burned offering to the Lord; and Samuel
made prayers to the Lord for Israel and the Lord
gave him an answer. 10 And while Samuel was
offering the burned offering, the Philistines came
near for the attack on Israel; but at the thunder of
theLord's voice that day thePhilistineswereover-
come with fear, and they gave way before Israel.
11 And the men of Israel went out from Mizpah
and went after the Philistines, attacking them till
they came under Beth-car. 12 Then Samuel took a
stoneandput it upbetweenMizpahand Jeshanah,
naming it Eben-ezer, and saying, Up to now the
Lord has been our help. 13 So the Philistines were
overcome, and did not come into the country of
Israel again: and all the days of Samuel the hand
of the Lord was against the Philistines. 14 And
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the towns which the Philistines had taken were
given back to Israel, from Ekron to Gath, and all
the country round them Israelmade free from the
power of the Philistines. And there was peace
between Israel and the Amorites. 15 And Samuel
was judge of Israel all the days of his life. 16 From
year to year he went in turn to Beth-el and Gilgal
and Mizpah, judging Israel in all those places.
17 And his base was at Ramah, where his house
was; there he was judge of Israel and there he
made an altar to the Lord.

8
1Now when Samuel was old, he made his sons

judges over Israel. 2The name of his first son was
Joel and the name of his secondAbijah: theywere
judges in Beer-sheba. 3 And his sons did not go
in his ways, but moved by the love of money took
rewards, and were not upright in judging. 4Then
all the responsible men of Israel got together and
went to Samuel at Ramah, 5 And said to him, See
now, you are old, and your sons do not go in your
ways: give us a king now to be our judge, so that
we may be like the other nations. 6 But Samuel
was not pleased when they said to him, Give us
a king to be our judge. And Samuel made prayer
to the Lord. 7 And the Lord said to Samuel, Give
ear to the voice of the people and what they say
to you: they have not been turned away from
you, but they have been turned away from me,
not desiring me to be king over them. 8 As they
have done from the first, from the day when I
took them out of Egypt till this day, turning away
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frommeandworshippingother gods, sonow they
are acting in the same way to you. 9 Give ear
now to their voice: but make a serious protest to
them, and give them a picture of the sort of king
who will be their ruler. 10 And Samuel said all
these words of the Lord to the people who were
desiring a king. 11 And he said, This is the sort
of king who will be your ruler: he will take your
sons and make them his servants, his horsemen,
and drivers of his war-carriages, and they will go
running before his war-carriages; 12 And he will
make them captains of thousands and of fifties;
some he will put to work ploughing and cutting
his grain and making his instruments of war and
building his war-carriages. 13 Your daughters he
will take to bemakers of perfumes and cooks and
bread-makers. 14Hewill take yourfields and your
vine-gardens and your olive-gardens, all the best
of them, and give them to his servants. 15He will
take a tenth of your seed and of the fruit of your
vines and give it to his servants. 16 He will take
your men-servants and your servant-girls, and
the best of your oxen and your asses and put them
to his work. 17He will take a tenth of your sheep:
and you will be his servants. 18 Then you will be
crying out because of your king whom you have
taken for yourselves; but the Lord will not give
you an answer in that day. 19But the people gave
no attention to the voice of Samuel; and they said,
No, but we will have a king over us, 20 So that we
may be like the other nations, and so that our king
may be our judge and go out before us to war.
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21 Then Samuel, after hearing all the people had
to say, went and gave an account of it to the Lord.
22 And the Lord said to Samuel, Give ear to their
voice andmakeaking for them. ThenSamuel said
to the men of Israel, Let every man go back to his
town.

9
1 Now there was a man of Benjamin named

Kish, the son of Abiel, the son of Zeror, the son of
Becorath, the son of Aphiah, a Benjamite, a man
of wealth. 2He had a son named Saul, a specially
good-lookingyoungman; therewasnoonebetter-
lookingamong the childrenof Israel: hewas taller
by a head than any other of the people. 3 Now
theassesof Saul's fatherKishhadgonewandering
away. And Kish said to his son Saul, Take one
of the servants with you, and get up and go in
search of the asses. 4 So they went through the
hill-country of Ephraim and through the land of
Shalishah, but they saw no sign of them: then
they went through the land of Shaalim, but they
were not there: and they went through the land
of the Benjamites, but they did not come across
them. 5 And when they had come to the land of
Zuph, Saul said to the servant who was with him,
Come, let us go back, or my father may give up
caring about the asses and be troubled about us.
6But the servant said to him, See now, in this town
there is a man of God, who is highly honoured,
and everything he says comes true: let us go there
now; itmaybe thathewill giveusdirectionsabout
our journey. 7 Then Saul said to his servant, But
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if we go, what are we to take the man? all our
bread is gone, and we have no offering to take to
the man of God: what are we to do? 8 But the
servant said in answer, I have here a fourth part
of a shekel of silver: I will give that to the man
of God, and he will give us directions about our
way. 9 (In the past in Israel, when a man went to
get directions fromGod, he said, Come let us go to
the Seer, for hewho now is named Prophet was in
those days given the name of Seer.) 10 Then Saul
said to his servant, You have said well; come, let
us go. So they went to the town where the man
of God was. 11 And when they were on the way
up to the town, they saw some young girls going
out to getwater and said to them, Is the seer here?
12 And they said, He is; in fact he is before you:
go quickly now, for he has come into the town
today, for the people are making an offering in
the high place today: 13When you come into the
town you will see him straight away, before he
goes up to the high place for the feast: the people
are waiting for his blessing before starting the
feast, and after that the guests will take part in
it. So go up now and you will see him. 14 So they
went up to the town, and when they came inside
the town, Samuel came face to face with them on
his way to the high place. 15Now the day before
Saul came, the word of God had come to Samuel,
saying, 16 Tomorrow about this time I will send
you aman from the land of Benjamin, and on him
you are to put the holy oil, making him ruler over
mypeople Israel, andhewillmakemypeople safe
from the hands of the Philistines: for I have seen
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the sorrow of my people, whose cry has come up
tome. 17AndwhenSamuel sawSaul, theLord said
to him, This is the man of whom I gave you word!
he it is who is to have authority over my people.
18 Then Saul came up to Samuel in the doorway
of the town and said, Give me directions, if you
will be so good, to the house of the seer. 19 Then
Samuel said to Saul, I am the seer; go up before
me to the high place and take foodwithme today:
and in themorning I will let you go, after opening
to you all the secrets of your heart. 20As for your
asses which have been wandering for three days,
give no thought to them, for they have come back.
And for whom are all the desired things in Israel?
are they not for you and your father's family?
21And Saul said, Am I not a man of Benjamin, the
smallest of all the tribes of Israel? and my family
the least of the families of Benjamin? why then
do you say these words to me? 22 Then Samuel
took Saul and his servant into the guest room,
and made them take the chief place among all
the guests who were there, about thirty persons.
23And Samuel said to the cook, Give me that part
which I gave you orders to keep by you. 24And the
cook took up the leg with the fat tail on it, and put
it before Saul. And Samuel said, This is the part
whichhasbeenkept for you: take it as yourpart of
the feast; because it has been kept for you till the
right time came and till the guests were present.
So that day Saul took food with Samuel. 25 And
when they had come down from the high place
into the town, where a bed was made ready for
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Saul, he went to rest. 26And about dawn Samuel
said to Saul on the roof, Get up so that I may send
you away. So Saul got up, andhe and Samuelwent
out together. 27And on their way down to the end
of the town, Samuel said toSaul, Giveyour servant
orders to go on in front of us, (so he went on,) but
you keep here, so that I may give you the word of
God.

10
1Then Samuel took the bottle of oil, and put the

oil on his head and gave him a kiss and said, Is not
the Lord with the holy oil making you ruler over
Israel, his people? and you will have authority
over the people of the Lord, and you will make
them safe from the hands of their attackers round
about them, and this will be the sign for you:
2When you have gone away from me today, you
will see two men by the resting-place of Rachel's
body, in the land of Benjamin at Zelzah; and they
will say to you, The asses which you went in
search of have come back, and now your father,
caring no longer for the asses, is troubled about
you, saying,What am I to do aboutmy son? 3Then
youare togoon fromthere, andwhenyoucome to
the oak-tree of Tabor, youwill see threemengoing
up to God to Beth-el, one having with him three
young goats and another three cakes of bread and
another a skin full of wine: 4 They will say, Peace
be with you, andwill give you two cakes of bread,
which you are to take from them. 5 After that
you will come to Gibeah, the hill of God, where
an armed force of the Philistines is stationed: and
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when you come to the town, youwill see a band of
prophets coming down from the high place with
instruments of music before them; and they will
be acting like prophets: 6 And the spirit of the
Lord will come on you with power, and you will
be acting like a prophet with them, and will be
changed into another man. 7 And when these
signs come to you, see that you take the chance
which is offered you; for God is with you. 8 Then
you are to go down before me to Gilgal, where
I will come to you, for the offering of burned
offerings andpeace-offerings: go onwaiting there
for seven days till I come to you andmake clear to
youwhat you have to do. 9And it came about, that
when he went away from Samuel, God gave him
a changed heart: and all those signs took place
that day. 10 And when they came to Gibeah, a
band of prophets came face to face with him; and
the spirit of God came on him with power and he
took his place among them as a prophet. 11Now
when Saul's old friends saw him among the band
of prophets, the people said to one another, What
has come to Saul, the son of Kish? Is even Saul
among the prophets? 12 And one of the people
of that place said in answer, And who is their
father? So it became a common saying, Is even
Saul among the prophets? 13 Then going away
from the prophets, he came to the house. 14 And
Saul's father's brother said to himandhis servant,
Where have you been? And he said, Searching
for the asses: and when we saw no sign of them,
we came to Samuel. 15 Then he said, And what
did Samuel say to you? 16 And Saul, answering
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him, said, He gave us word that the asses had
comeback. But he said nothing to himof Samuel's
words about the kingdom. 17 Then Samuel sent
for the people to come together before the Lord
at Mizpah; 18 And he said to the children of Is-
rael, The Lord, the God of Israel, has said, I took
Israel out of Egypt, and made you free from the
hands of the Egyptians and from all the kingdoms
which kept you down: 19But today you are turned
away from your God, who himself has been your
saviour from all your troubles and sorrows; and
you have said to him, Put a king over us. So now,
take your places before the Lord by your tribes
and by your thousands. 20 So Samuel made all
the tribes of Israel come near, and the tribe of
Benjamin was taken. 21Then hemade the tribe of
Benjamin come near by families, and the family
of the Matrites was taken: and from them, Saul,
the son of Kish, was taken: but when they went
in search of him he was nowhere to be seen. 22 So
they put another question to the Lord, Is the man
present here? And the answer of the Lord was,
He is keepinghimself fromviewamong the goods.
23 So they went quickly and made him come out;
and when he took his place among the people,
he was taller by a head than any of the people.
24 And Samuel said to all the people, Do you see
the man of the Lord's selection, how there is no
other like him among all the people? And all the
people with loud cries said, Long life to the king!
25 Then Samuel gave the people the laws of the
kingdom,writing them inabookwhichheput in a
safeplacebefore theLord. AndSamuel sentall the
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people away, every man to his house. 26And Saul
went to Gibeah, to his house; and with him went
themenofwarwhosehearts hadbeen touchedby
God. 27But certain good-for-nothing persons said,
How is thisman to be our saviour? And having no
respect for him, they gave him no offering.

11
1 Then about a month after this, Nahash the

Ammonite came up and put his forces in position
for attacking Jabesh-gilead: and all the men of
Jabesh said to Nahash, Make an agreement with
us andwewill be your servants. 2AndNahash the
Ammonite said to them, Iwillmake an agreement
with you on this condition, that all your right
eyes are put out; so that I may make it a cause
of shame to all Israel. 3 Then the responsible
men of Jabesh said to him, Give us seven days,
so that we may send men to every part of Israel:
and then, if no one comes to our help, we will
come out to you. 4 So they sent representatives
to Saul's town Gibeah, and these gave the news to
the people: and all the people gave themselves to
weeping. 5Now Saul came from the field, driving
the oxen before him; and he said, Why are the
peopleweeping? And they gavehimwordofwhat
the men of Jabesh had said. 6And at their words,
the spirit of God came on Saul with power, and he
became very angry. 7And he took two oxen and,
cutting them up, sent them through all the land
of Israel by the hand of runners, saying, If any
mandoesnot comeout after Saul andSamuel, this
will be done to his oxen. And the fear of the Lord
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came on the people and they came out like one
man. 8And he had them numbered in Bezek: the
children of Israel were three hundred thousand,
and the men of Judah thirty thousand. 9 Then he
said to the representatives who had come, Say to
the men of Jabesh-gilead, Tomorrow, by the time
the sun is high, you will be made safe. And the
representatives came and gave the news to the
men of Jabesh; and they were glad. 10 So the men
of Jabesh said, Tomorrowwewill comeout to you,
and you may do to us whatever seems good to
you. 11Now on the day after, Saul put the people
into three bands, and in the morning watch they
came to the tents of theAmmonites, and theywent
on attacking them till the heat of the day: and
thosewhowere not put to deathwere put to flight
in every direction, so that no two of them were
together. 12 And the people said to Samuel, Who
was it who said, Is Saul to be our king? give the
men up, so that wemay put them to death. 13And
Saul said, Not a man is to be put to death today:
for today the Lord has made Israel safe. 14 Then
Samuel said to the people, Come, let us go to Gilgal
and there make the kingdom strong in the hands
of Saul. 15 So all the people went to Gilgal; and
there in Gilgal they made Saul king before the
Lord; andpeace-offeringswere offered before the
Lord; and thereSaul andall themenof Israelwere
glad with great joy.

12
1 And Samuel said to all Israel, You see that I

have given ear to everything you said to me, and
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have made a king over you. 2 And now, see, the
king is before you: and I am old and grey-headed,
and my sons are with you: I have been living
before your eyes from my early days till now.
3 Here I am: give witness against me before the
Lord and before the man on whom he has put
the holy oil: whose ox or ass have I taken? to
whomhave I been untrue? whohas been crushed
down by me? from whose hand have I taken a
price for the blinding of my eyes? I will give it
all back to you. 4 And they said, You have never
been untrue to us or cruel to us; you have taken
nothing from any man. 5 Then he said, The Lord
is witness against you, and the man on whom he
has put the holy oil is witness this day that you
have seen no wrong in me. And they said, He
is witness. 6 And Samuel said to the people, The
Lord is witness, who gave authority to Moses and
Aaron, and who took your fathers up out of the
land of Egypt. 7 Keep your places now, while I
take up the argument with you before the Lord,
and give you the story of the righteousness of the
Lord, which he has made clear by his acts to you
and to your fathers. 8 When Jacob and his sons
had come into Egypt, and were crushed by the
Egyptians, the prayers of your fathers came up to
theLord, and theLord sentMoses andAaron,who
took your fathers out of Egypt, and he put them
into this place. 9 But they were false to the Lord
their God, and he gave them up into the hands
of Sisera, captain of the army of Jabin, king of
Hazor, and into the hands of the Philistines, and
into the hands of the king of Moab, who made
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war against them. 10 Then crying out to the Lord,
they said, We have done evil, because we have
been turnedaway fromtheLord,worshipping the
Baals and the Astartes: but now, make us safe
from thosewhoare against us andwewill be your
servants. 11 So the Lord sent Jerubbaal and Barak
and Jephthah and Samuel and took you out of the
power of those who were fighting against you on
every side, and made you safe. 12 And when you
saw that Nahash, the king of the Ammonites, was
coming against you, you said to me, No more of
this; we will have a king for our ruler: when the
Lord your Godwas your king. 13Here, then, is the
king marked out by you: the Lord has put a king
over you. 14 If in the fear of the Lord you are his
servants, hearing his voice and not going against
the orders of the Lord, but being true to the Lord
your God, you and the king ruling over you, then
all will be well: 15 But if you do not give ear to
the voice of the Lord, but go against his orders,
then the hand of the Lord will be against you and
against your king for your destruction, as it was
against your fathers. 16Now keep where you are
and see this great thing which the Lord will do
before your eyes. 17 Is it not now the time of the
grain cutting? My cry will go up to the Lord and
he will send thunder and rain: so that you may
see and be conscious of your great sin which you
havedone in theeyesof theLord indesiringaking
for yourselves. 18 So Samuel made prayer to the
Lord; and theLord sent thunderandrain thatday:
and all the people were in fear of the Lord and
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of Samuel. 19 And all the people said to Samuel,
Make prayer for us to the Lord your God so that
death may not overtake us: for in addition to all
our sins we have done this evil, in desiring a king.
20 Then Samuel said to the people, Have no fear:
truly you have done evil, but do not be turned
away from the Lord; be his servants with all your
heart; 21And do not go from the right way turning
to those false gods in which there is no profit and
no salvation, for they are false. 22For theLordwill
not give his people up, because of the honour of
his name; for itwas the Lord's pleasure tomake of
you a people for himself. 23And as for me, never
will I go against the orders of the Lord by giving
up my prayers for you: but I will go on teaching
you the good and right way. 24Only go in the fear
of the Lord, and be his true servants with all your
heart, keeping in mind what great things he has
done for you. 25But if you still do evil, destruction
will overtake you and your king.

13
1 *** 2And Saul took for himself three thousand

menof Israel, ofwhomhekept two thousandwith
him in Michmash and in the mountain of Beth-el,
and a thousand were with Jonathan in Gibeah in
the landofBenjamin: the rest of thepeoplehesent
back to their tents. 3And Jonathanmade an attack
on the armed force of the Philistines stationed
at Gibeah; and news was given to the Philistines
that the Hebrews were turned against them. And
Saul had a horn sounded through all the land,
4And all Israel had the news that Saul had made
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an attack on the Philistines, and that Israel was
bitterly hated by the Philistines. And the people
came together after Saul to Gilgal. 5 And the
Philistines came together to make war on Israel,
three thousand war-carriages and six thousand
horsemen and an army of people like the sands
of the sea in number: they came up and took up
their position in Michmash, to the east of Beth-
aven. 6 When the men of Israel saw the danger
they were in, (for the people were troubled,) they
took cover in cracks in the hillsides and in the
woods and in rocks andholes andhollows. 7Anda
great number of the people had gone over Jordan
to the land of Gad and Gilead; but Saul was still in
Gilgal, and all the people went after him shaking
in fear. 8And he went on waiting there for seven
days, the time fixed by Samuel: but Samuel did
not come to Gilgal; and the people were starting
to go away from him. 9Then Saul said, Come here
and give me the burned offering and the peace-
offerings. And he made a burned offering to the
Lord. 10Andwhen theburnedofferingwasended,
Samuel came; and Saul went out to see him and
to give him a blessing. 11And Samuel said, What
have you done? And Saul said, Because I saw that
thepeoplewere goingaway fromme, andyouhad
not come at the time which had been fixed, and
the Philistines had come together at Michmash;
12 I said, Now the Philistines will come down on
me at Gilgal, and I have made no prayer for help
to the Lord: and so, forcingmyself to do it, I made
a burned offering. 13And Samuel said to Saul, You
have done a foolish thing: you have not kept the
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ruleswhich theLordyourGodgaveyou; itwas the
purpose of the Lord to make your authority over
Israel safe for ever. 14But now, your authoritywill
not go on: the Lord, searching for a man who is
pleasing to him in every way, has given him the
place of ruler over his people, because you have
not done what the Lord gave you orders to do.
15 Then Samuel went up from Gilgal and the rest
of the people went up after Saul against the men
ofwar, and they came fromGilgal to Gibeah in the
land of Benjamin: and Saul took the number of
the peoplewhowerewith him, about six hundred
men. 16 And Saul, with Jonathan his son and
the people who were with them, was waiting in
Geba in the land of Benjamin: but the tents of
the Philistines were in Michmash. 17 And three
bands of men came out from the Philistines to
make an attack; one bandwent by the roadwhich
goes to Ophrah, into the land of Shual: 18 And
another went in the direction of Beth-horon: and
another went by the hill looking down on the
valley of Zeboiim, in the direction of the waste
land. 19Now there was no iron-worker in all the
land of Israel: for the Philistines said, For fear
the Hebrews make themselves swords or spears:
20But all the Israelites had to go to the Philistines
to get their ploughs and blades and axes and
hooks made sharp; 21 For they had instruments
for putting an edge on their ploughs and blades
and forks and axes, and for putting iron points on
their ox-driving rods. 22 So on the day of the fight
at Michmash, not a sword or a spear was to be
seen in the hands of any of the people with Saul
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and Jonathan: only Saul and his son Jonathan had
them. 23 And the armed force of the Philistines
went out to the narrowway of Michmash.

14
1Now one day Jonathan, the son of Saul, said to

the young man who was with him, looking after
his arms, Come, let us go over to the Philistine
force over there. But he said nothing to his father.
2And Saul was still waiting in the farthest part of
Geba, under the fruit-tree in Migron: there were
about six hundred men with him; 3 And Ahijah,
the son of Ahitub, brother of Ichabod, the son of
Phinehas, the son of Eli, the priest of the Lord in
Shiloh, who had the ephod. And the people had
no idea that Jonathan had gone. 4 Now between
the narrow roads over the mountains by which
Jonathan was making his way to the Philistines'
forces, therewasa sharpoverhanging rockonone
side, and a sharp rock on the other side: one was
named Bozez and the other Seneh. 5The one rock
went up on the north in front of Michmash and
the other on the south in front of Geba. 6 And
Jonathan said to his young servant who had his
arms, Come, let us go over to the armies of these
menwhohave no circumcision: itmay be that the
Lord will give us help, for there is no limit to his
power; the Lord is able to give salvation by a great
army or by a small band. 7 And his servant said
to him, Do whatever is in your mind: see, I am
with you in every impulse of your heart. 8 Then
Jonathan said, Now we will go over to these men
and let them see us. 9 If they say to us, Keep quiet
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where you are till we come to you; then we will
keep our places and not go up to them. 10 But if
they say, Comeup to us; thenwewill go up, for the
Lord has given them into our hands: and this will
be the sign tous. 11And they let thePhilistine force
see the twoof them: and thePhilistines said, Look!
the Hebrews are coming out of the holes where
they have taken cover. 12 And the armed men
of the force gave Jonathan and his servant their
answer, saying, Come up here to us, and we will
let you see something. Then Jonathan said to his
servant, Come up afterme: for the Lord has given
them up into the hands of Israel. 13And Jonathan
went up, gripping with his hands and his feet, his
servant going up after him; and the Philistines
gave way before Jonathan when he made an at-
tack on them, and his servant put them to death
afterhim. 14Andat theirfirst attack, Jonathanand
his servant put to the sword about twenty men,
all inside the space of half an acre of land. 15And
there was great fear in the tents and in the field
andamongall themenof the armed force, and the
attackers were shaking with fear; even the earth
was moved with a great shaking and there was a
fear as from God. 16 And the watchmen of Saul,
looking out from Geba in the land of Benjamin,
saw all the army flowing away and running here
and there. 17 Then Saul said to the people who
were with him, Let everyone be numbered and
let us see who has gone from us. And when they
had been numbered, it was seen that Jonathan
and his servant were not there. 18 And Saul said
to Ahijah, Let the ephod come here. For he went
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before Israel with the ephod at that time. 19Now
while Saul was talking to the priest, the noise
in the tents of the Philistines became louder and
louder; and Saul said to the priest, Take back your
hand. 20 And Saul and all the people with him
came together andwent forward to the fight: and
everyman's swordwas turned against theman at
his side, and there was a very great noise. 21Then
theHebrewswhohadbeenwith thePhilistines for
some time, and had gone up with them to their
tents, turning round were joined to those who
were with Saul and Jonathan. 22And all the men
of Israel who had taken cover in the hill-country
of Ephraim, hearing that the Philistines had been
put toflight,wentafter them, attacking them. 23So
the Lord made Israel safe that day: and the fight
went over toBeth-aven. 24Andall the peoplewere
with Saul, about twenty thousand men, and the
fight was general through all the hill-country of
Ephraim; but Saul made a great error that day,
by putting the people under an oath, saying, Let
thatmanbecursedwho takes foodbeforeevening
comes and I have given punishment to those who
are against me. So the people had not a taste of
food. 25 And there was honey on the face of the
field, and all the people came to the honey, the
bees having gone from it; 26 But not a man put
his hand to his mouth for fear of the curse. 27But
Jonathan, having no knowledge of the oath his
father had put on the people, stretching out the
rod which was in his hand, put the end of it in the
honey, and put it to his mouth; then his eyes were
madebright. 28Thenoneof thepeople said tohim,
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Your father put the people under an oath, saying,
Let that man be cursed who takes any food this
day. And the people were feeble, needing food.
29Then Jonathansaid,My fatherhasmade trouble
come on the land: now see how bright my eyes
have become because I have taken a little of this
honey. 30Howmuchmore if the people had freely
taken their food from the goods of thosewhowere
fighting against them! would there not have been
much greater destruction among the Philistines?
31 That day they overcame the Philistines from
Michmash to Aijalon: and the people were feeble
from need of food. 32 And rushing at the goods
taken in the fight, the people took oxen and sheep
and young oxen, and put them to death there on
the earth, and had a meal, taking the flesh with
the blood in it. 33 Then it was said to Saul, See,
the people are sinning against theLord, taking the
blood with the flesh. And he said to those who
gave him the news, Now let a great stone be rolled
to me here. 34And Saul said, Go about among the
people and say to them, Let everyman come here
to me with his ox and his sheep, and put them to
death here, and take his meal: do no sin against
the Lord by taking the blood with the flesh. So all
the people took their oxen with them that night
and put them to death there. 35 And Saul put up
an altar to the Lord: this was the first altar which
he put up to the Lord. 36 And Saul said, Let us
go down after the Philistines by night, attacking
them till the morning, till there is not a man of
them living. And they said, Do whatever seems
right to you. Then the priest said, Let us come
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near to God. 37And Saul, desiring directions from
God, said, Am I to go down after the Philistines?
will you give them up into the hands of Israel?
But he gave him no answer that day. 38 And
Saul said, Come near, all you chiefs of the people,
and let us get word from God and see in whom
is this sin today. 39 For, by the living Lord, the
saviour of Israel, even if the sinner is Jonathan,
my son, death will certainly be his fate. But not a
man among all the people gave him any answer.
40 Then he said to all Israel, You be on one side,
and I with Jonathan my son will be on the other
side. And the people said to Saul, Do whatever
seems good to you. 41 Then Saul said to the Lord,
the God of Israel, Why have you not given me an
answer today? If the sin is in me or in Jonathan
my son, O Lord God of Israel, give Urim, and if it
is in your people Israel, give Thummim. And by
the decision of the Lord, Saul and Jonathan were
marked out, and the peoplewent free. 42And Saul
said, Giveyourdecisionbetweenmyson Jonathan
and me. And Jonathan was taken. 43 Then Saul
said to Jonathan, Give me an account of what you
have done. And Jonathan gave him the story and
said, Certainly I took a little honey on the end of
my rod; and now death is to be my fate. 44 And
Saul said,MayGod'spunishmentbeonme ifdeath
is not your fate, Jonathan. 45And the people said
to Saul, Is death to come to Jonathan, the worker
of this great salvation for Israel? Let it not be
so: by the living Lord, not one hair of his head
is to be touched, for he has been working with



1 Samuel 14:46 xxxvii 1 Samuel 15:3

God today. So the people kept Jonathan from
death. 46 Then Saul, turning back, went after the
Philistines no longer: and the Philistines went
back to their place. 47Now when Saul had taken
his place as ruler of Israel, he made war on those
who were against him on every side, Moab and
the Ammonites and Edom and the kings of Zobah
and the Philistines: and whichever way he went,
he overcame them. 48 And he did great things,
and overcame the Amalekites, and made Israel
safe from the hands of their attackers. 49Now the
sons of Saul were Jonathan and Ishvi andMalchi-
shua; and these are the names of his daughters:
the older was named Merab and the younger
Michal; 50 The name of Saul's wife was Ahinoam,
the daughter of Ahimaaz; the captain of his army
was Abner, the son of Ner, brother of Saul's father.
51 Kish, the father of Saul, and Ner, the father of
Abner, were sons of Abiel. 52All through the life of
Saul there was bitter war against the Philistines;
and whenever Saul saw any strong man or any
good fightingman, he kept him near himself.

15
1 And Samuel said to Saul, The Lord sent me

to put the holy oil on you and to make you king
over his people, over Israel: so give ear now to
the words of the Lord. 2 The Lord of armies
says, I will give punishment to Amalek for what
he did to Israel, fighting against him on the way
when Israel came out of Egypt. 3Go now and put
Amalek to the sword, putting to the curse all they
have, withoutmercy: put to death everyman and
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woman, every child and baby at the breast, every
ox and sheep, camel and ass. 4 And Saul sent for
the people and had them numbered in Telaim,
twohundred thousand footmenand ten thousand
men of Judah. 5 And Saul came to the town of
Amalek, and took up his position in the valley
secretly. 6 And Saul said to the Kenites, Go away,
take yourselves out from among the Amalekites,
or destruction will overtake you with them: for
you were kind to the children of Israel when they
came out of Egypt. So the Keniteswent away from
among the Amalekites. 7And Saulmade an attack
on the Amalekites from Havilah on the road to
Shur, which is before Egypt. 8He took Agag, king
of the Amalekites, prisoner, and put all the people
to the sword without mercy. 9 But Saul and the
people did not put Agag to death, and they kept
the best of the sheep and the oxen and the fat
beasts and the lambs, andwhateverwas good, not
desiring to put them to the curse: but everything
whichwas bad and of no use they put to the curse.
10 Then the Lord said to Samuel, 11 It is no longer
my pleasure for Saul to be king; for he is turned
back from going in my ways, and has not done
my orders. And Samuel was very sad, crying to
the Lord in prayer all night. 12 And early in the
morninghegotupandwent toSaul; andwordwas
given to Samuel that Saul had come to Carmel and
put up a pillar, and had gone from there down to
Gilgal. 13And Samuel came to Saul; and Saul said
to him, May the blessing of the Lord be with you:
I have donewhat was ordered by the Lord. 14And
Samuel said,What then is this sound of the crying
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of sheep and the noise of oxenwhich comes tomy
ears? 15AndSaul said, Theyhave taken themfrom
the Amalekites: for the people have kept the best
of the sheep and of the oxen as an offering to the
Lord your God; all the rest we have given up to
destruction. 16 Then Samuel said to Saul, Say no
more! Let me give you word of what the Lord has
said to me this night. And he said to him, Say on.
17And Samuel said, Though youmay seem little to
yourself, are you not head of the tribes of Israel?
for the Lord with the holy oil made you king over
Israel, 18And the Lord sent you on a journey and
said, Go and put to the curse those sinners, the
Amalekites, fighting against them till every one is
dead. 19Why then did you not do the orders of the
Lord, but by violently taking their goods did evil
in the eyes of the Lord? 20 And Saul said, Truly, I
have done the orders of the Lord and have gone
the way the Lord sent me; I have taken Agag, the
king of Amalek, and have given the Amalekites
up to destruction. 21 But the people took some of
their goods, sheepandoxen, the chief of the things
whichwereput to thecurse, tomakeanofferingof
themto theLordyourGod inGilgal. 22AndSamuel
said, Has the Lord as much delight in offerings
andburnedofferings as in thedoing of his orders?
Truly, to do his pleasure is better than to make
offerings, and to give ear to him than the fat of
sheep. 23For to go against his orders is like the sin
of those who make use of secret arts, and pride is
like giving worship to images. Because you have
put away from you the word of the Lord, he has
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put you from your place as king. 24And Saul said
to Samuel, Great ismy sin: for I have gone against
the orders of the Lord and against your words:
because, fearing the people, I did what they said.
25 So now, let my sin have forgiveness, and go
back with me to give worship to the Lord. 26And
Samuel said to Saul, I will not go back with you:
for you have put away from you the word of the
Lord, and the Lord has put you fromyour place as
king over Israel. 27Andwhen Samuelwas turning
round to go away, Saul took the skirt of his robe in
his hand, and the cloth came away. 28And Samuel
said to him, TheLordhas takenaway the kingdom
of Israel from you this day by force, and has given
it to a neighbour of yours who is better than you.
29And further, theGlory of Israelwill not saywhat
is false, and his purpose may not be changed: for
he is not a man, whose purpose may be changed.
30 Then he said, Great is my sin: but still, give me
honour now before the heads of my people and
before Israel, andcomebackwithmeso that Imay
give worship to the Lord your God. 31 So Samuel
went back after Saul, andSaul gaveworship to the
Lord. 32Then Samuel said, Make Agag, the king of
the Amalekites, come here to me. And Agag came
to him shaking with fear. And Agag said, Truly
the pain of death is past. 33 And Samuel said, As
your swordhasmadewomenwithout children, so
now yourmotherwill bewithout children among
women. And Agag was cut up by Samuel, bone
from bone, before the Lord in Gilgal. 34 Then
Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his
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house inGibeah, in the landofSaul. 35AndSamuel
never saw Saul again till the day of his death; but
Samuel was sorrowing for Saul: and it was no
longer the Lord's pleasure for Saul to be king over
Israel.

16
1 And the Lord said to Samuel, How long will

you go on sorrowing for Saul, seeing that I have
put him from his place as king over Israel? Take
oil in your vessel and go; I will send you to Jesse,
the Beth-lehemite: for I have got a king formyself
among his sons. 2And Samuel said, How is it pos-
sible forme to go? If Saul gets newsof it hewill put
me to death. And the Lord said, Take a young cow
with you and say, I have come tomake an offering
to the Lord. 3 And send for Jesse to be present at
the offering, and I will make clear to you what
you are to do: and you are to put the holy oil on
him whose name I give you. 4And Samuel did as
the Lord said and came to Beth-lehem. And the
responsible men of the town came out to him in
fearandsaid,Doyoucome inpeace? 5Andhesaid,
In peace: I have come to make an offering to the
Lord: make yourselves clean and come with me
to make the offering. And he made Jesse and his
sons clean, and sent for them to be present at the
offering. 6Nowwhen they came, looking at Eliab,
he said, Clearly the man of the Lord's selection is
before him. 7But the Lord said to Samuel, Do not
take note of his face or how tall he is, because I
will not havehim: for theLord's view isnotman's;
man takes note of the outer form, but the Lord
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sees the heart. 8Then Jesse sent for Abinadab and
made him come before Samuel. And he said, The
Lord has not taken this one. 9 Then Jesse made
Shammah come before him. And he said, The
Lord has not taken this one. 10 And Jesse made
his seven sons come before Samuel. And Samuel
said to Jesse, The Lord has not taken any of these.
11Then Samuel said to Jesse, Are all your children
here? And he said, There is still the youngest, and
he is looking after the sheep. And Samuel said
to Jesse, Send and make him come here: for we
will not take our seats till he is here. 12 So he
sent andmade him come in. Now he had red hair
and beautiful eyes and pleasing looks. And the
Lord said, Come, put the oil on him, for this is he.
13 Then Samuel took the bottle of oil, and put the
oil on him there among his brothers: and from
that day the spirit of the Lord came on Davidwith
power. So Samuel went back to Ramah. 14 Now
the spirit of the Lord had gone from Saul, and
an evil spirit from the Lord was troubling him.
15 And Saul's servants said to him, See now, an
evil spirit from God is troubling you. 16Now give
orders to your servants who are here before you
to go in search of a man who is an expert player
on a corded instrument: and it will be that when
the evil spirit from God is on you, he will make
music for you on his instrument, and you will get
well. 17 And Saul said to his servants, Then get
me a man who is an expert player, and make him
come tome. 18Then one of the servants in answer
said, I have seen a son of Jesse, the Beth-lehemite,
who is expert at playing, and a strong man and
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a man of war; and he is wise in his words, and
pleasing in looks, and the Lord is with him. 19 So
Saul sent his servants to Jesse and said, Send me
your son David who is with the sheep. 20 And
Jesse took five cakes of bread and a skin of wine
and a young goat and sent them to Saul by David.
21 And David came to Saul, waiting before him:
and he became very dear to Saul, who made him
his servant, givinghim the careof his arms. 22And
Saul sent to Jesse saying, Let David be with me,
for he is pleasing to me. 23 And whenever the
evil spirit from God came on Saul, David took his
instrument and made music: so new life came to
Saul, andhegotwell, and the evil spiritwent away
from him.

17
1 Now the Philistines got their armies together

for war, and came together at Socoh in the land of
Judah, and took up their position between Socoh
and Azekah in Ephes-dammim. 2 And Saul and
themen of Israel came together and took up their
position in the valley of Elah, and put their forces
in order against the Philistines. 3 The Philistines
were stationed on the mountain on one side and
Israel on the mountain on the other side: and
there was a valley between them. 4And a fighter
came out from the tents of the Philistines, named
Goliath of Gath; he was more than six cubits tall.
5 And he had a head-dress of brass on his head,
and he was dressed in a coat of metal, the weight
of which was five thousand shekels of brass. 6His
legs were covered with plates of brass and hang-
ingonhisbackwasa javelinof brass. 7The stemof
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his spear was as long as a cloth-worker's rod, and
its head was made of six hundred shekels' weight
of iron: and one went before him with his body-
cover. 8He took up his position and in a loud voice
said to the armies of Israel, Why have you come
out to make war? Am I not a Philistine and you
servants of Saul? Send out a man for yourselves
and let him come down to me. 9 If he is able to
have a fight with me and overcome me, then we
will be your servants: but if I amable to overcome
him, thenyouwill beour servantsanddowork for
us. 10And the Philistine said, I have put to shame
the armies of Israel this day; give me a man so
that wemay have a fight together. 11And Saul and
all Israel, hearing those words of the Philistine,
were troubled and full of fear. 12Now David was
the son of that Ephrathite of Beth-lehem-judah
named Jesse, who had eight sons; and he was an
old man in Saul's day, and far on in years. 13And
the three oldest sons of Jesse had gone with Saul
to the fight: the names of the three who went to
the fight were Eliab, the oldest, and Abinadab the
second, and Shammah the third. 14 And David
was the youngest: and the three oldest were with
Saul's army. 15Now David went to and from Saul,
looking after his father's sheep at Beth-lehem.
16 And the Philistine came near every morning
and evening for forty days. 17 And Jesse said to
his son David, Take now for your brothers an
ephah of this dry grain and these ten cakes of
bread, and go quickly with them to the tents to
your brothers; 18 And take these ten cheeses to
the captain of their thousand, and see how your
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brothers are and comebackwith a sign to sayhow
they are. 19 Now Saul, and they, and all the men
of Israel were in the valley of Elah, fighting with
the Philistines. 20 And David got up early in the
morning, and, giving the sheep into the care of a
keeper, took the things andwent as Jesse had said;
and he came to the lines where the carts were,
when the army was going out to the fight giving
theirwar-cry. 21And Israel and the Philistines had
put their forces in position, army against army.
22AndDavid gave his parcels into the hands of the
keeperof thearmystores, andwent running to the
army and came to his brothers to get knowledge
about them. 23And while he was talking to them,
thefighter, thePhilistine ofGath, Goliathbyname,
came out from the Philistines' lines and said the
same words, in David's hearing. 24 And all the
men of Israel, when they saw him, went in flight,
overcomewith fear. 25And themen of Israel said,
Have you seen this man? Clearly he has come out
to put shame on Israel: and it is certain that if
any man overcomes him, the king will give that
man great wealth, and will give him his daughter,
and make his father's family free in Israel. 26And
David said to the men near him, What will be
done to the man who overcomes this Philistine
and takes away the shame from Israel? for who
is this Philistine, amanwithout circumcision, that
he has put shame on the armies of the living God?
27And the people gave him this answer, So it will
be done to the man who overcomes him. 28 And
Eliab, his oldest brother, hearing what David said
to the men, was moved to wrath against David,
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and said, Why have you come here? Into whose
care have you given that little flock of sheep in
the waste land? I have knowledge of your pride
and the evil of your heart, you have comedown to
see the fight. 29And David said, What have I done
now? was it not only aword? 30And turning away
fromhimtooneof theothermen, he said the same
words: and the people gave him the same answer.
31 And, hearing what David said, they gave Saul
word of it: and he sent for him. 32And David said
to Saul, Let noman's heart become feeble because
of him; I, your servant, will go out andhave afight
with this Philistine. 33And Saul said to David, You
are not able to go out against this Philistine and
have a fight with him: for you are only a boy, and
he has been a man of war from his earliest days.
34 And David said to Saul, Your servant has been
keeper of his father's sheep; and if a lion or a bear
came and took a lamb from the flock, 35 I went
out after him, and overcame him, and took it out
of his mouth: and if, turning on me, he came at
me, I took him by the hair and overcame him and
put him to death. 36 Your servant has overcome
lion and bear: and the fate of this Philistine, who
is without circumcision, will be like theirs, seeing
that he has put shame on the armies of the living
God. 37 And David said, The Lord, who kept me
safe from the grip of the lion and the bear, will
be my saviour from the hands of this Philistine.
And Saul said to David, Go! and may the Lord be
with you. 38 Then Saul gave David his clothing of
war, and put a head-dress of brass on his head
and had him clothed with a coat of metal. 39And
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David took Saul's sword and put the band round
him over the metal coat, and was unable to go
forward; for hewas not used to them. ThenDavid
said to Saul, It is not possible forme to go out with
these, for I am not used to them. So David took
themoff. 40Then he took his stick in his hand, and
got five smooth stones from the bed of the stream
and put them in a bag such as is used by sheep-
keepers; and in his hand was a leather band used
for sending stones: and sohewent in thedirection
of the Philistine. 41And the Philistine camenearer
to David; and the man who had his body-cover
went before him. 42 And when the Philistine,
taking note, saw David, he had a poor opinion of
him: for he was only a boy, red-haired and good-
looking. 43And the Philistine said to David, Am I
a dog, that you come out to me with sticks? And
the Philistine put curses on David by all his gods.
44 And the Philistine said to David, Come here to
me, and Iwill give your flesh to the birds of the air
and the beasts of the field. 45 Then David said to
the Philistine, You come to me with a sword and
a spear and a javelin: but I come to you in the
name of the Lord of armies, the God of the armies
of Israel on which you have put shame. 46 This
day the Lord will give you up into my hands, and
I will overcome you, and take your head off you;
and I will give the bodies of the Philistine army
to the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth
today, so that all the earth may see that Israel has
a God; 47And all these people who are here today
may see that the Lord does not give salvation by
sword and spear: for the fight is the Lord's, andhe
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will give you up into our hands. 48Nowwhen the
Philistine made a move and came near to David,
David quicklywent at a run in the direction of the
army, meeting the Philistine face to face. 49 And
David put his hand in his bag and took out a stone
and sent it from his leather band straight at the
Philistine, and the stone went deep into his brow,
and he went down to the earth, falling on his
face. 50 So David overcame the Philistine with his
leather band and a stone, wounding the Philistine
and causing his death: but David had no sword
in his hand. 51 So running up to the Philistine
and putting his foot on him, David took his sword
out of its cover, and put him to death, cutting off
his head with it. And when the Philistines saw
that their fighter was dead, they went in flight.
52And the men of Israel and of Judah got up, and
gave a cry, and went after the Philistines as far
as Gath and the town doors of Ekron. And the
wounded of the Philistines were falling down by
the road from Shaaraim all the way to Gath and
Ekron. 53 Then the children of Israel came back
from going after the Philistines, and took their
goods from the tents. 54And David took the head
of the Philistine to Jerusalem, but the metal war-
dress and the arms he put in his tent. 55Andwhen
Saul saw David going out against the Philistine,
he said to Abner, the captain of the army, Abner,
whose son is this youngman? AndAbner said, On
your life, O king, I have no idea. 56 And the king
said, Make search and see whose son this young
man is. 57AndwhenDavidwas coming back after
the destruction of the Philistine, Abner took him
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to Saul, with the head of the Philistine in his hand.
58AndSaul said to him, Youngman,whose sonare
you? And David in answer said, I am the son of
your servant Jesse of Beth-lehem.

18
1 Now after David's talk with Saul was ended,

the soul of Jonathan was joined with the soul of
David, and David became as dear to him as his
very life. 2 And that day Saul took David and
would not let him go back to his father's house.
3 Then Jonathan and David made an agreement
together, because of Jonathan's love for David.
4 And Jonathan took off the robe he had on and
gave it to David, with all his military dress, even
to his sword and his bow and the band round his
body. 5And David went wherever Saul sent him,
anddidwisely: and Saul put himat the head of his
men ofwar, and thiswas pleasing to all the people
as well as to Saul's servants. 6Now on their way,
whenDavid camebackafter thedestructionof the
Philistine, the women came out of all the towns
of Israel, with songs and dances, meeting David
with melody and joy and instruments of music.
7And the women, answering one another in their
song, said, Saul has put to death his thousands
and David his tens of thousands. 8 And Saul was
very angry and this sayingwas unpleasing to him;
and he said, They have given David credit for
tens of thousands, and to me for only thousands:
what more is there for him but the kingdom?
9 And from that day Saul was looking with envy
on David. 10 Now on the day after, an evil spirit
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from God came on Saul with great force and he
was acting like a prophet among the men of his
house, while David was making music for him,
as he did day by day: and Saul had his spear in
his hand. 11 And Saul, balancing the spear in his
hand, said, I will give David a blow, pinning him
to the wall. And David got away from him twice.
12AndSaulwent in fearofDavid, because theLord
was with David and had gone away from Saul.
13 So Saul sent him away, andmade him a captain
over a thousand; and he went about his business
before the people. 14 And in all his undertakings
David did wisely; and the Lord was with him.
15And when Saul saw how wisely he did, he was
in fear of him. 16But David was loved by all Israel
and Judah, for he went out and came in before
them. 17And Saul said to David, Here is my oldest
daughter Merab, whom I will give you for your
wife: only be strong for me, fighting in the Lord's
wars. For Saul said, Let it not be through me that
his fate comes to him, but through the Philistines.
18 And David said to Saul, Who am I, and what is
my father's family in Israel, that I am to be son-in-
law to the king? 19Butwhen the time came to give
Merab, Saul's daughter, to David, shewas given to
Adriel ofMeholath. 20And Saul's daughterMichal
was in love with David: and Saul had word of
it and was pleased. 21 And Saul said, I will give
her to him, so that she may be a cause of danger
to him, and so that the hands of the Philistines
may be against him. So Saul said to David, Today
you are to become my son-in-law for the second
time. 22And Saul gave his servants orders saying,
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Have talk with David secretly and say to him, See
how the king has delight in you, and how you are
loved by all his servants: then be the king's son-
in-law. 23And Saul's servants said these things to
David. AndDavid said, Does it seem to you a small
thing to be the king's son-in-law, seeing that I ama
poor man, of no great name? 24And the servants
of Saul gave him an account of what David had
said. 25And Saul said, Then say to David, The king
has no desire for any bride-price, but only for the
private parts of a hundred Philistines so that the
king may get the better of his haters. But it was
in Saul's mind that David might come to his end
by the hands of the Philistines. 26 And when his
servants said these words to David, he was well
pleased to be the son-in-law of the king. And the
days were still not past. 27 So David and his men
got up andwent, and put to death two hundred of
the Philistines; and David took their private parts
and gave the full number of them to the king, so
that he might be the king's son-in-law. And Saul
gave him his daughter Michal for his wife. 28And
it was clear to Saul that the Lord was with David;
and he was loved by all Israel. 29 And Saul's fear
of David became all the greater, and he went on
hating him, day by day. 30 Then the rulers of the
Philistines went out to war: and whenever they
went out, David didmorewisely than all the other
servants of Saul, so that his name became greatly
honoured.

19
1And Saul gave orders to his son Jonathan and
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to all his servants to put David to death. But Saul's
son Jonathan had great delight in David. 2 And
Jonathan said to David, Saul, my father, is purpos-
ing your death: so now, take care in the morning,
and keep yourself safe in a secret place: 3 And I
will go out and take my place by my father's side
in the field near where you are; and I will get into
talkwithmy father about you, andwhen I seehow
things are, I will give you word. 4 And Jonathan
gave his father Saul a good account of David, and
said to him, Let not the king do wrong against
his servant, against David; because he has done
you no wrong, and all his acts have had a good
outcome for you: 5 For he put his life in danger
and overcame the Philistine, and the Lord gave all
Israel salvation: you saw it and were glad: why
thenare you sinning against himwhohasdoneno
wrong, desiring thedeathofDavidwithout cause?
6And Saul gave ear to the voice of Jonathan, and
saidwithanoath, By the livingLord, he is not tobe
put to death. 7 Then Jonathan sent for David and
gave him word of all these things. And Jonathan
took David to Saul, who kept him by his side as in
the past. 8 And there was war again: and David
went out fighting the Philistines, causing great
destruction among them; and they went in flight
before him. 9 And an evil spirit from the Lord
came on Saul, when he was seated in his house
with his spear in his hand; andDavidmademusic
for him. 10 And Saul would have sent his spear
through him, pinning him to the wall, but he got
away and the spear went into the wall: and that
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night David went in flight and got away. 11 Then
in that night Saul sent men to David's house to
keepwatch on him so as to put him to death in the
morning: and David's wife Michal said to him, If
you do not go away to a safe place tonight youwill
be put to death in the morning. 12 So Michal let
David down through the window, and he went in
flight and got away. 13ThenMichal took the image
and put it in the bed, with a cushion of goat's hair
at its head, and she put clothing over it. 14 And
when Saul sent men to take David, she said, He is
ill. 15And Saul sent his men to see David, saying,
Do not come back without him, take him in his
bed, so that I may put him to death. 16And when
the men came in, there was the image in the bed,
with the cushion of goat's hair at its head 17 And
Saul said to Michal, why have you been false to
me, letting my hater go and get safely away? And
in answer Michal said to Saul, He said to me, Let
me go, or I will put you to death. 18 So David
went in flight and got away and came to Ramah,
to Samuel, and gave him an account of all Saul
had done to him. And he and Samuel went and
were living in Naioth. 19 And word was given to
Saul that David was at Naioth in Ramah. 20 And
Saul sent men to take David; and when they saw
the band of prophets at work, with Samuel in his
placeat theirhead, the spirit ofGodcameonSaul's
men, and they became like prophets. 21And Saul,
having news of this, sent other men, who in the
sameway became like prophets. And a third time
Saul sent men, and they like the others became
like prophets. 22 Then he himself went to Ramah,
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and came to the great water-spring in Secu; and
questioning thepeople he said,Where are Samuel
and David? And one said, They are at Naioth in
Ramah. 23 And he went on from there to Naioth
in Ramah: and the spirit of God came on him, and
he went on, acting like a prophet, till he came to
Naioth in Ramah. 24And he took off his clothing,
acting like a prophet before Samuel, and falling
down he was stretched out, without his clothing,
all that day and all that night. This is the reason
for the saying, Is even Saul among the prophets?

20
1AndDavidwent inflight fromNaioth inRamah

andcame to Jonathanand said,Whathave I done?
What is my crime and my sin against your father
that he is attempting to take my life? 2 And he
said to him, Far be the thought: you will not be
put to death: see, my father does nothing, great
or small, without giving me word of it: would
he keep this secret from me? It is not so. 3 But
David took his oath again and said, Your father
sees that I am dear to you; so he says to himself,
Let Jonathan have no idea of this, for it will be a
grief to him; but as the Lord is living, and as your
soul is living, there is only a step betweenme and
death. 4 Then Jonathan said to David, Whatever
your desire is, I will do it for you. 5 And David
said to Jonathan, Tomorrow is the newmoon, and
I will not be seated with the king at his table: but
let me go to a safe place in the country till the
evening. 6 And if your father takes note of the
fact that I am away, say, David made a request
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to me for himself that he might go to Beth-lehem,
to his town: for it is the time when his family
make their offering year by year. 7 If he says, It
is well, your servant will be at peace: but if he is
angry, then it will be clear to you that he has an
evil purpose in mind against me. 8 So, then, be
kind to your servant; for you have been united
with your servant in an agreement made before
the Lord: but if there is any wrongdoing in me,
put me to death yourself; why take me to your
father? 9 And Jonathan said, Do not have such a
thought: for if I saw that my father was designing
evil against you, would I not give you word of it?
10 Then David said to Jonathan, Who will give me
word if your father gives you a rough answer?
11And Jonathan said to David, Come, let us go out
into the country. And the two of them went out
together into the open country. 12 And Jonathan
said to David, May the Lord, the God of Israel, be
witness;when Ihavehadachanceof talking tomy
father, about this time tomorrow, if his feelings
to David are good, will I not send and give you
the news? 13 May the Lord's punishment be on
Jonathan, if it is my father's pleasure to do you
evil and I do not give you word of it and send
you away so that you may go in peace: and may
the Lord be with you, as he has been with my
father. 14 And may you, while I am still living, O
may you be kind to me, as the Lord is kind, and
keep me from death! 15 And let not your mercy
ever be cut off from my family, even when the
Lord has sent destruction on all David's haters,
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cutting them off from the face of the earth. 16And
if it comes about that the name of Jonathan is cut
off from the family of David, the Lord will make
David responsible. 17And Jonathan again took an
oath to David, because of his love for him: for
David was as dear to him as his very soul. 18Then
Jonathan said to him, Tomorrow is the newmoon:
and it will be seen that you are not present, for
there will be no one in your seat. 19 And on the
third day itwill be specially noted, and youwill go
to the place where you took cover when the other
business was in hand, waiting by the hill over
there. 20 And on the third day I will send arrows
frommybowagainst its side as if at amark. 21And
I will send my boy to have a look for the arrow.
And if I say to him, See, the arrow is on this side
of you; take it up! then youmay come; for there is
peace for youandnoevil, by the livingLord. 22But
if I say to the boy, See, the arrow has gone past
you: then go on your way, for the Lord has sent
you away. 23 As for what you and I were talking
of, the Lord is between you and me for ever. 24 So
David went to a secret place in the country: and
when the newmoon came, the king took his place
at the feast. 25 And the king took his seat, as at
other times, by the wall: and Jonathan was in
front, and Abner was seated by Saul's side, but
there was no one in David's seat. 26 But Saul said
nothing that day, for his thought was, Something
has taken place making him unclean; it is clear
that he is not clean. 27 And on the day after the
new moon, that is, the second day, there was still
no one in David's seat: and Saul said to his son
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Jonathan,Whyhas the sonof Jesse not come to the
feast yesterday or today? 28And answering Saul,
Jonathan said, He made a request to me that he
might go to Beth-lehem, 29 Saying, Our family is
making an offering in the town, and my brothers
have givenme orders to be there: so now, if I have
grace in your eyes, let me go away and see my
brothers. This iswhyhehas not come to the king's
table. 30 Then Saul was moved to wrath against
Jonathan, and he said to him, You son of an evil
and uncontrolled woman, have I not seen how
you have given your love to the son of Jesse, to
your shame and the shame of yourmother? 31For
while the son of Jesse is living on the earth, your
position is unsafe and your kingdom is in danger.
So make him come here to me, for it is certainly
right for him to be put to death. 32And Jonathan,
answering his father Saul, said to him, Why is he
to be put to death? What has he done? 33AndSaul,
pointing his spear at him,made an attempt to give
himawound: fromwhich itwas clear to Jonathan
thathis father'spurposewas toputDavid todeath.
34So Jonathan got up from the table, burningwith
wrath, and took no part in the feast the second
day of the month, being full of grief for David
because his father had put shame on him. 35Now
in the morning, Jonathan went out into the fields
at the time he had said to David, and he had a
little boy with him. 36 And he said to the boy, Go
and get the arrow I let loose from my bow. And
while the boy was running, he sent an arrow past
him. 37Andwhen the boy came to the placewhere
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the arrowwas, Jonathan, crying out after the boy,
said, Has it not gone past you? 38 And Jonathan
went on crying out after the boy, Be quick, do not
keep waiting about, go quickly. And Jonathan's
boy got the arrow and came back to his master.
39But the boyhadno ideawhatwas going on; only
Jonathan and David had knowledge of it. 40 And
Jonathan gave his bow and arrows to the boy, and
said to him, Take these and go back to the town.
41And when the boy had gone, David came from
his secret place by the hill, and falling to the earth
went down on his face three times: and they gave
one another a kiss, weeping together, till David's
grief was the greater. 42 And Jonathan said to
David, Go in peace, forwe twohave taken anoath,
in the name of the Lord, saying, The Lord will be
between me and you, and between my seed and
your seed for ever. Then David went away, and
Jonathan went into the town.

21
1 Then David came to Nob, to Ahimelech the

priest: and Ahimelech was full of fear at meeting
David, and said to him, Why are you by yourself,
having no man with you? 2 And David said to
Ahimelech the priest, The king has given me or-
ders and has said to me, Say nothing to anyone
about thebusiness onwhich I amsendingyouand
the orders I have given you: and a certain place
has been fixed to which the young men are to go.
3 So now, if you have here five cakes of bread,
give them into my hand, or whatever you have.
4And the priest, answering David, said, I have no
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common bread here but there is holy bread; if
only the young men have kept themselves from
women. 5And David in answer said to the priest,
Certainly women have been kept from us; and
as has been done before when I have gone out
the arms of the young men were made holy, even
though itwasacommon journey; howmuchmore
today will their arms bemade holy. 6So the priest
gave him the holy bread: there was no other, only
the holy breadwhich had been taken from before
the Lord, so that new bread might be put in its
place on the day when it was taken away. 7Now
a certain man of the servants of Saul was there
that day, kept back before the Lord; his namewas
Doeg, an Edomite, the strongest of Saul's runners.
8AndDavid said toAhimelech,Haveyounosword
or spear with you here? for I have come without
my sword and other arms, because the king's
business had to be done quickly. 9And the priest
said, The sword of Goliath the Philistine, whom
you put to death in the valley of Elah, is here
folded inaclothat thebackof theephod: take that,
if you will, for there is no other sword here. And
David said, there isnoother sword like that; give it
tome. 10ThenDavid got up andwent in flight that
day for fear of Saul, and went to Achish, the king
of Gath. 11And the servants of Achish said to him,
Is not this David, the king of the land? did they
notmake songs about him in their dances, saying,
Saul has put to death thousands, and David tens
of thousands? 12 And David took these words
to heart, fearing Achish, the king of Gath. 13 So
changing his behaviour before them, he made it
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seem as if he was off his head, hammering on the
doors of the town, and letting the water from his
mouth go down his chin. 14 Then Achish said to
his servants, Look! theman is clearly off his head;
why have you let him come before me? 15 Are
there not enough unbalancedmen aboutme, that
you have let this person come and do such tricks
before me? is such aman to come into my house?

22
1SoDavidwent away from there and took cover

in a strong place at Adullam; and his brothers and
all his father's people, hearing of it, went down to
him there. 2 And everyone who was in trouble,
andeveryonewhowas indebt, and everyonewho
was bitter in soul, came together to him, and he
became captain over them: about four hundred
men were joined to him. 3And from there David
went to Mizpeh in the land of Moab: and he said
to the king of Moab, Let my father and mother
come and make their living-place with you till it
is clear to me what God will do for me. 4 And he
took them to the king of Moab and they went on
living with himwhile David was in his safe place.
5And the prophet Gad said to David, Do not go on
living in this place but go into the land of Judah.
ThenDavidwent away and came to thewoodland
ofHereth. 6Andnewswasgiven toSaul thatDavid
had been seen, and the men who were with him:
now Saul was in Gibeah, seated under the tree in
the high place, with his spear in his hand, and
all his servants were in their places before him.
7 Then Saul said to his servants who were there
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about him, Give ear now, you Benjamites; will
the son of Jesse give to every one of you fields
and vine-gardens, will he make you all captains
of hundreds and captains of thousands; 8 That all
of you have made designs against me, and not
one of you gave me word when my son made an
agreement with the son of Jesse, and not one of
you has pity for me or has made my eyes open to
the fact that my servant has been moved by my
son against me, as at this day? 9 Then Doeg, the
Edomite, who was by the side of the servants of
Saul, in answer said, I saw the son of Jesse coming
to Nob, to Ahimelech, the son of Ahitub. 10 And
he got directions from the Lord for him, and gave
him food, andput in his hand the sword ofGoliath
the Philistine. 11Then the king sent for Ahimelech
the priest, the son of Ahitub, and for all the men
of his father's family who were priests in Nob:
and they all came to the king. 12 And Saul said,
Give ear now, O son of Ahitub. And answering
he said, Here I am, my lord. 13 And Saul said
to him, Why have you made designs against me
with the son of Jesse, giving him food and a sword
and getting directions from the Lord for him, and
helping him to take up arms against me, and to
be on the watch to make a secret attack on me as
he is doing now? 14 Then Ahimelech answering
said to the king, Who among all your servants is
so true to you as David, who is the king's son-
in-law, and is a captain of your armed men, and
has a place of honour in your house? 15 Is this
the first time I have got directions from God for
him? Far be the thought! let the king make no
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such statement against his servant or my father's
family, for your servant has no knowledge, great
or small, of this thing. 16 And the king said, You
will certainly be put to death, Ahimelech, you and
all your father's family. 17 Then the king said
to the runners who were waiting near him, Put
the priests of the Lord to death; because they
are on David's side, and having knowledge of his
flight, did not give me word of it. But the king's
servants would not put out their hands to make
an attack on the Lord's priests. 18 Then the king
said to Doeg, You are to put the priests to death.
And Doeg the Edomite, turning on the priests and
attacking them, put to death that day eighty-five
menwho took up the ephod. 19AndNob, the town
of the priests, he put to the sword, all themen and
women, children and babies at the breast, and
oxen and asses and sheep. 20 And Abiathar, one
of the sons of Ahimelech, the son of Ahitub, got
away and went in flight after David; 21 And gave
him the news of how Saul had put to death the
Lord's priests. 22 And David said to Abiathar, I
was certain that day, when Doeg the Edomite was
there, that he would take the news to Saul: I am
responsible for the lives of all your father's family.
23Keepherewithme andhave no fear; for hewho
has designs on my life has designs on yours: but
withme youwill be safe.

23
1 And they sent word to David, saying, The

Philistines are fighting against Keilah and taking
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the grain from the grain-floors. 2 So David, ques-
tioning the Lord, said, Am I to go and make an
attack on these Philistines? And the Lord said to
David, Go and make an attack on the Philistines
so that Keilah may be kept from falling into their
hands. 3And David's men said to him, Even here
in Judah we are full of fear: how much more
then if we go to Keilah against the armies of the
Philistines? 4 Then David put the question to the
Lord again, and the Lord answering said, Up! go
down to Keilah; for I will give the Philistines into
your hands. 5 So David and his men went to
Keilah, and had a fight with the Philistines, and
took away their cattle, and put them to the sword
with great destruction. So David was the saviour
of the people of Keilah. 6Nowwhen Abiathar, the
son of Ahimelech, went in flight to David, he came
down to Keilah with the ephod in his hand. 7And
news was given to Saul that David had come to
Keilah. AndSaul said,NowGodhas givenhim into
my hands; for by going into a walled town with
locked doors, he has let himself be shut in. 8And
Saul sent forall thepeople to come to thefight, and
go down to Keilah tomake an attack onDavid and
his men. 9And it was clear to David that Saul had
evil designs against him, and he said to Abiathar
the priest, Come here with the ephod. 10 Then
David said, O Lord, the God of Israel, news has
been given to your servant that it is Saul's purpose
to come to Keilah and send destruction on the
town because of me. 11And now, is it true, as they
have said to me, that Saul is coming? O Lord, the
God of Israel, give ear to your servant, and say
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if these things are so. And the Lord said, He is
coming down. 12Then David said,Will themen of
Keilah give me and my men up to Saul? and the
Lord said, They will give you up. 13 Then David
and hismen, about six hundred of them,went out
of Keilah, and got away wherever they were able
to go. And Saul, hearing that David had got away
fromKeilah, did not go there. 14AndDavid kept in
the waste land, in safe places, waiting in the hill-
country in the waste land of Ziph. And Saul was
searching for him every day, but God did not give
him up into his hands. 15 And David was full of
fear, in the knowledge that Saul had come out to
take his life; and David was in the waste land of
Ziph, in Horesh. 16And Saul's son Jonathan went
to David in Horesh, and made his hands strong
in God; 17And said to him, Have no fear, for Saul
my fatherwill not get you into his power; and you
will be king of Israel, and I will be by your side,
and my father Saul is certain of this. 18 And the
two of themmade an agreement before the Lord:
andDavidwent on living inHoresh, and Jonathan
went back to his house. 19Then the Ziphites came
up to Gibeah to see Saul, and said, Is not David
living secretly among us in the strong places in
Horesh, in the hill of Hachilah to the south of the
waste land? 20 So now, O king, have your soul's
desire and come down, and we, for our part, will
givehimup into theking's hands. 21AndSaul said,
TheLord's blessingwill beyours, for youhavehad
pity on me. 22 Go now, and take more steps, and
seewherehe is living: for theysay thathe is expert
in deceit. 23 So take care to get knowledge of all
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the secret places where he is taking cover, and be
certain to come back tome, and Iwill gowith you:
and without doubt, if he is anywhere in the land,
I will get him, among all the families of Judah.
24 And they went back and came to Ziph before
Saul: but David and his men were in the waste
land of Maon, in the dry land south of the waste
land. 25 And Saul and his men went in search of
him. And David had word of it, so he came down
to the rock in the waste land of Maon. And Saul,
hearing of this, went after David into the waste
land of Maon. 26 And Saul and his men went on
one side of the mountain, and David and his men
went on the other: and David's purpose was to
get away as quickly as possible, for fear of Saul;
for Saul and his men were making a circle round
David and his men in order to take them. 27But a
man came to Saul saying, Be quick and come; for
the Philistines have made an attack on the land.
28 So turning back from going after David, Saul
went against the Philistines: so that place was
named Sela-hammah-lekoth. 29 And from there,
David went up and took cover in the safe place of
En-gedi.

24
1 Now when Saul came back from fighting the

Philistines, newswas given him that Davidwas in
the waste land of En-gedi. 2 Then Saul took three
thousand of the best men out of all Israel, and
went in search of David and his men on the rocks
of the mountain goats. 3And on the way he came
to a place where sheep were kept, where there
was a hollow in the rock; and Saul went in for a
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private purpose. Now David and his men were in
the deepest part of the hollow. 4And David's men
said to him, Now is the timewhen the Lord says to
you, I will give up your hater into your hands to
do with him whatever seems good to you. Then
David, getting up, took the skirt of Saul's robe
in his hand, cutting off the end of it without his
knowledge. 5 And later, David was full of regret
for cutting off Saul's skirt. 6And David said to his
men, Before the Lord, never let it be said that my
handwas lifted up againstmy lord, theman of the
Lord's selection, for the Lord's holy oil has been
put on him. 7 So with these words David kept his
servantsback, anddidnot let themmakeanattack
on Saul. And Saul got up and went on his way.
8Andafter thatDavid cameout of thehollowrock,
and crying after Saul said, My lord the king. And
when Saul gave a look back, David went down on
his face and gave him honour. 9And David said to
Saul, Why do you give any attention to those who
say that it is my desire to do you wrong? 10 Look!
you have seen today how the Lord gave you up
intomyhandsevennowin thehollowof therocks:
and some would have had me put you to death,
but I had pity on you: for I said, Never will my
hand be lifted up against my lord, who has been
marked with the holy oil. 11 And see, my father,
see the skirt of your robe in my hand: for the fact
that I tookoff the skirt of your robeanddidnot put
you to death iswitness that I haveno evil purpose,
and I have done you no wrong, though you are
waiting for my life to take it. 12May the Lord be
judgebetweenmeandyou, andmay theLord give
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memy rights against you, but my handwill never
be lifted up against you. 13There is an old saying,
From the evil-doer comes evil: but my hand will
never be lifted up against you. 14After whom has
the king of Israel come out? for whom are you
searching? for a dead dog, an insect. 15 So let the
Lord be judge, and give a decision between me
and you, and see and give support to my cause,
and keepme from falling into your hands. 16Now
when David had said these words to Saul, Saul
said, Is this your voice, David, my son? And Saul
was overcome with weeping. 17 And he said to
David, You are right and I amwrong: for you have
given me back good, but I have given you evil.
18 And you have made clear to me how good you
have been to me today: because, when the Lord
gave me up into your hands, you did not put me
to death. 19 If a man comes across his hater, will
he let him get away safe? somay you be rewarded
by the Lord for what you have done for me today.
20And now I am certain that youwill be king, and
that the kingdom of Israel will be made strong
under your authority. 21 So give me your oath by
the Lord, that you will not put an end to my seed
aftermeor letmynamebecutoff frommyfather's
family. 22And David gave Saul his oath. And Saul
went back to his house; but David and his men
went up to their safe place.

25
1Anddeath came to Samuel; and all Israel came

together, weeping for him, and put his body in its
resting-place in his house at Ramah. Then David
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went down to the waste land of Maon. 2 Now
there was a man in Maon whose business was
in Carmel; he was a great man and had three
thousand sheep anda thousand goats: andhewas
cutting the wool of his sheep in Carmel. 3 Now
this man was named Nabal, and his wife's name
was Abigail: she was a woman of good sense and
pleasing looks: but the man was cruel and evil
in his ways; he was of the family of Caleb. 4 And
David had word in the waste land that Nabal was
cutting the wool of his sheep. 5 And David sent
ten youngmen, and said to them, Go up to Carmel
and go to Nabal, and say kind words to him in
my name; 6 And say this to my brother, May all
be well for you: peace be to you and your house
and all you have. 7 I have had word that you have
wool-cutters: now the keepers of your sheep have
been with us, and we have done them no evil,
and taken nothing of theirs while they were in
Carmel. 8 If your young men are questioned they
will say the same thing. So now, let my young
men have grace in your eyes, for we are come at
a good time; please give anything you may have
by you to your servants and to your son David.
9AndwhenDavid's youngmen came, they said all
this to Nabal, in David's name, and said nothing
more. 10 And Nabal gave them his answer and
said, Who is David? who is the son of Jesse? there
are a number of servants in these days running
away from theirmasters. 11Am I to takemybread
and my wine and the meat I have got ready for
my wool-cutters and give it to men coming from
I have no idea where? 12 So David's young men,
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turning away,went back and gavehimanaccount
of everything he had said. 13AndDavid said to his
men, Put on your swords, every one of you. And
every man put on his sword; and David did the
same; and about four hundredmenwent up with
David, and two hundred kept watch over their
goods. 14But one of the youngmen said to Nabal's
wife Abigail, David sent men from the waste land
to say kindwords to ourmaster, and he gave them
a rough answer. 15But these men have been very
good to us; they did us no wrong and nothing of
ourswas touchedwhile wewerewith them in the
fields: 16 But day and night they were like a wall
round us while we were with them, looking after
the sheep. 17 So now, give thought to what you
are going to do; for evil is in store for our master
andall hishouse: forhe is suchagood-for-nothing
person that it is not possible to say anything to
him. 18 Then Abigail quickly took two hundred
cakes of bread and two skins full of wine and five
sheep ready for cooking and fivemeasures of dry
grain and a hundred parcels of dry grapes and
two hundred cakes of figs, and put them on asses.
19And she said to her youngmen, Go on in front of
me and Iwill come after you. But she said nothing
to her husbandNabal. 20Nowwhile shewas going
down under cover of the mountain on her ass,
David and his men came down against her, and
suddenly she came face to face with them. 21Now
David had said, What was the use of my taking
care of this man's goods in the waste land, so that
there was no loss of anything which was his? he
has only givenme back evil for good. 22MayGod's
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punishment be on David, if whenmorning comes
there is so much as one male of his people still
living. 23AndwhenAbigail sawDavid, shequickly
got off her ass, falling down on her face before
him. 24 And falling at his feet she said, May the
wrong be onme, my lord, onme: let your servant
say a word to you, and give ear to the words of
your servant. 25 Let my lord give no attention to
Nabal, that good-for-nothing: forashisname is, so
is he, amanwithout sense: but I, your servant, did
not see the young men whom my lord sent. 26 So
now,my lord, by the living God and by your living
soul, seeing that the Lord has kept you from the
crime of blood and from taking into your hands
the punishment for your wrongs, may all your
haters, and those who would do evil to my lord,
be like Nabal. 27And let this offering, which your
servant gives to my lord, be given to the young
men who are with my lord. 28 And may the sin
of your servant have forgiveness: for the Lord
will certainly make your family strong, because
my lord is fighting in the Lord's war; and no evil
will be seen in you all your days. 29 And though
a man has taken up arms against you, putting
your life in danger, still the soul of my lord will
be kept safe among the band of the living with
the Lord your God; and the souls of those who are
against you hewill send violently away fromhim,
like stones from a bag. 30And when the Lord has
done for my lord all those good things which he
has said he will do for you, and has made you a
ruler over Israel; 31 Then you will have no cause
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for grief, and my lord's heart will not be troubled
because you have taken life without cause and
have yourself given punishment for yourwrongs:
and when the Lord has been good to you, then
give a thought to your servant. 32And David said
to Abigail, May the Lord, the God of Israel, be
praised, who sent you to me today: 33 A blessing
on your good sense and on you, who have kept
me today from the crime of blood and from taking
into my hands the punishment for my wrongs.
34 For truly, by the living Lord, the God of Israel,
who has kept me from doing you evil, if you had
not been so quick in coming to me and meeting
me, bydawn therewouldnothavebeen inNabal's
house so much as one male living. 35 Then David
took from her hands her offering: and he said to
her, Go back to your house in peace; see, I have
given ear to your voice, and taken your offering
with respect. 36 And Abigail went back to Nabal;
and he was feasting in his house like a king; and
Nabal's heart was full of joy, for he had taken
much wine; so she said nothing to him till dawn
came. 37 And in the morning, when the effect
of the wine was gone, Nabal's wife gave him an
account of all these things, and all the heart went
out of him, andhebecame like stone. 38Andabout
ten days after, the Lord sent disease on Nabal and
death came to him. 39 And David, hearing that
Nabal was dead, said, May the Lord be praised,
who has taken up my cause against Nabal for the
shamewhich he put onme, and has kept back his
servant from evil, and has sent on Nabal's head
the reward of his evil-doing. AndDavid sentword
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to Abigail, desiring to take her as his wife. 40And
whenDavid's servants came to Carmel, to Abigail,
they said to her, David has sent us to you to take
you to him as his wife. 41 And she got up, and
going down on her face to the earth, said, See, I
am ready to be a servant-girl, washing the feet
of the servants of my lord. 42 Then Abigail got
up quickly and went on her ass, with five of her
young women, after the men whom David had
sent; and she became David's wife. 43 And David
had takenAhinoamof Jezreel, to behiswife; these
two were his wives. 44 Now Saul had given his
daughter Michal, David's wife, to Palti the son of
Laish of Gallim.

26
1 And the Ziphites came to Saul at Gibeah, and

said, Is not David waiting secretly near us in the
hill of Hachilah, before the waste land? 2 Then
Saul went down to the waste land of Ziph, taking
with him three thousand of the bestmen of Israel,
to make search for David in the waste land of
Ziph. 3 And Saul put up his tents on the hill of
Hachilah, which is in front of the waste land on
the road. But David was in the waste land, and
he saw that Saul was coming after him. 4 And
so David sent out watchers, and got word from
them that Saul was certainly coming. 5And David
got up and came to the place where Saul's tents
were: and David had a view of the place where
Saul was sleeping with Abner, the son of Ner, the
captain of his army: and Saul was sleeping inside
the ring of carts, and the tents of the people were
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all round him. 6ThenDavid said to Ahimelech the
Hittite, and to Abishai, the son of Zeruiah, brother
of Joab, Who will go down with me to the tents
of Saul? And Abishai said, I will go down with
you. 7 So David and Abishai came down to the
army by night: and Saul was sleeping inside the
ring of cartswith his spear planted in the earth by
his head: andAbner and the peoplewere sleeping
round him. 8Then Abishai said to David, God has
given up your hater into your hands today; now
letmegivehimoneblowthrough to theearthwith
his spear, and there will be no need to give him
a second. 9 And David said to Abishai Do not put
him to death; for who, without sin, may put out
his hand against the man on whom the Lord has
put the holy oil? 10 And David said, By the living
Lord, the Lord will send destruction on him; the
natural day of his death will come, or he will go
into the fight and come to his end. 11 Never will
myhandbe stretchedout against themanmarked
with theholy oil; but take the spearwhich is byhis
head and the vessel of water, and let us go. 12 So
David took the spear and the vessel of water from
Saul's head; and they got away without any man
seeing them, or being conscious of their coming,
or awaking; for they were all sleeping because
a deep sleep from the Lord had come on them.
13ThenDavidwentover to theother side, and took
his place on the top of a mountain some distance
away, with a great space between them; 14 And
crying out to the people and to Abner, the son
of Ner, David said, Have you no answer to give,
Abner? ThenAbner said,Who is that crying out to
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the king? 15And David said to Abner, Are you not
amanofwar? is there anyother like you in Israel?
why then have you not kept watch over your lord
the king? for one of the people came in to put the
king your lord to death. 16 What you have done
is not good. By the living Lord, death is the right
fate foryou, becauseyouhavenotkeptwatchover
your lord, the man on whom the Lord has put the
holy oil. Now see, where is the king's spear, and
the vessel of water whichwas by his head? 17And
Saul, conscious that the voice was David's, said, Is
that your voice, David, my son? And David said,
It is my voice, O my lord king. 18 And he said,
Why does my lord go armed against his servant?
what have I done? or what evil is there in me?
19 Let my lord the king give ear now to the words
of his servant. If it is the Lord who is moving you
against me, let him take an offering: but if it is
the children of men, may they be cursed before
theLord, for drivingmeout todayandkeepingme
frommy place in the heritage of the Lord, saying,
Go, be the servant of other gods. 20 Then do not
let my blood be drained out on the earth away
from the face of the Lord: for the king of Israel
has come out to take my life, like one going after
birds in the mountains. 21 Then Saul said, I have
done wrong: come back to me, David my son: I
will do you no more wrong, because my life was
dear to you today truly, I have been foolish and
my error is very great. 22 Then David said, Here
is the king's spear! let one of the youngmen come
over and get it. 23And the Lord will give to every
man the rewardof his righteousness andhis faith:
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because the Lord gave you into my hands today,
and I would not put out my hand against the man
who has been marked with the holy oil. 24 And
so, as your life was dear to me today, may my life
be dear to the Lord, and may he make me free
from all my troubles. 25 Then Saul said to David,
May a blessing be on you, David, my son; you
will do great things and without doubt you will
overcome. Then David went on his way, and Saul
went back to his place.

27
1AndDavid said to himself, Somedaydeathwill

come to me by the hand of Saul: the only thing
for me to do is to get away into the land of the
Philistines; then Saul will give up hope of taking
me in any part of the land of Israel: and so I may
be able to get away from him. 2 So David and
the six hundred men who were with him went
over to Achish, the son of Maoch, king of Gath.
3And David and his men were living with Achish
at Gath; every man had his family with him, and
David had his two wives, Ahinoam of Jezreel, and
Abigail ofCarmel,whohadbeen thewifeofNabal.
4 And Saul, hearing that David had gone to Gath,
went after him no longer. 5 Then David said to
Achish, If now I have grace in your eyes, let me
have a place in one of the smaller towns of your
land, to be my living-place; for it is not right for
your servant to be living with you in the king's
town. 6 So Achish straight away gave him Ziklag:
and for that reason Ziklag has been the property
of the kings of Judah to this day. 7And David was
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living in the land of the Philistines for the space of
a year and four months. 8And David and his men
went up and made attacks on the Geshurites and
theGirzites and theAmalekites; for thesewere the
peoplewhowere living in the land fromTelamon
theway to Shur, as far as Egypt. 9AndDavid again
and again made attacks on the land till not a man
or a womanwas still living; and he took away the
sheep and the oxen and the asses and the camels
and the clothing; and he came back to Achish.
10 And every time Achish said, Where have you
beenfighting today? David said, Against the South
of Judah and the South of the Jerahmeelites and
the South of the Kenites. 11Not one living man or
womandidDavidever takebackwithhimtoGath,
fearing that they might give an account of what
had taken place, and say, This is what David did,
and so has he been doing all the timewhile he has
been living in the land of the Philistines. 12 And
Achish had belief in what David said, saying, He
has made himself hated by all his people Israel,
and so he will be my servant for ever.

28
1 Now in those days the Philistines got their

forces together tomakewar on Israel. AndAchish
said to David, Certainly you and your men are
to go out with me to the fight. 2 And David said
to Achish, You will see now what your servant
will do. And Achish said to David, Then I will
make you keeper of my head for ever. 3 Now
Samuelwas dead, and all Israel, afterweeping for
him, had put his body in its last resting-place in
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Ramah, his town. And Saul had put away from
the land all those who had control of spirits and
whomade use of secret arts. 4And the Philistines
came together and put their forces in position in
Shunem; and Saul got all Israel together and they
took up their positions in Gilboa. 5 And when
Saul saw the Philistine armyhewas troubled, and
his heart was moved with fear. 6 And when Saul
went for directions to the Lord, the Lord gave him
no answer, by a dream or by the Urim or by the
prophets. 7Then Saul said to his servants, Get me
a woman who has control of a spirit so that I may
go to her and get directions. And his servants said
to him, There is such a woman at En-dor. 8 So
Saul, putting on other clothing, so that he might
not be seen to be the king, took twomenwith him
and went to the woman by night; and he said,
Now, with the help of the spirit which you have,
make the personwhose name Iwill give you come
up. 9 And the woman said to him, But you have
knowledge of what Saul has done, how he has put
away out of the land those who have control of
spirits and the users of secret arts: why would
you, by a trick, put me in danger of death? 10And
Saul made an oath to her by the Lord, saying, By
the living Lord, no punishment will come to you
for this. 11 Then the woman said, Who am I to
let you see? And he said, Make Samuel come up
for me. 12 And the woman saw that it was Saul,
and she gave a loud cry, and said to Saul, Why
have you made use of deceit? for you are Saul.
13And the king said to her, Have no fear: what do
you see? And the woman said to Saul, I see a god
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coming up out of the earth. 14And he said to her,
What is his form? And she said, It is an old man
coming up covered with a robe. And Saul saw
that it was Samuel, and with his face bent down
to the earth he gave him honour. 15 And Samuel
said to Saul, Why have you made me come up,
troubling my rest? And Saul in answer said, I am
ingreatdanger; for thePhilistinesaremakingwar
on me, and God has gone away from me and will
no longer give me any answer, by the prophets or
by dreams: so I have sent for you to make clear
to me what I am to do. 16 And Samuel said, Why
do you put your questions to me, seeing that God
has gone away from you and is on the side of him
who is against you? 17 And the Lord himself has
donewhat I said: the Lord has taken the kingdom
out of your hand and given it to your neighbour
David; 18 Because you did not do what the Lord
said, and did not give effect to his burning wrath
against Amalek. So the Lord has done this thing
to you today. 19 And more than this, the Lord
will give Israel up with you into the hands of the
Philistines: and tomorrow you and your sons will
be with me: and the Lord will give up the army
of Israel into the hands of the Philistines. 20 Then
Saul went down flat on the earth, and was full of
fear because of Samuel's words: and there was
no strength in him, for he had taken no food all
that day or all that night. 21And the woman came
to Saul and saw that he was in great trouble, and
said to him, See now, your servant has given ear
to your words, and I have put my life in danger
by doing what you said. 22 So now, give ear to the
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voice of your servant, and let me give you a little
bread; and take some food to give you strength
when you go on your way. 23 But he would not,
saying, I have no desire for food. But his servants,
together with the woman, made him take food,
and he gave way to them. So he got up from the
earth, and took his seat on the bed. 24 And the
woman had in the house a young cow, made fat
for food; and she put it to death straight away;
and she took meal and got it mixed and made
unleavened bread; 25 And she put it before Saul
and his servants, and they had a meal. Then they
got up andwent away the same night.

29
1Now the Philistines got all their army together

at Aphek: and the Israelites put their forces in
position by the fountain in Jezreel. 2And the lords
of thePhilistineswent onwith their hundreds and
their thousands, and David and his men came af-
terwithAchish. 3Then the rulers of thePhilistines
said, What are these Hebrews doing here? And
Achish said to the rulers of the Philistines, Is this
not David, the servant of Saul the king of Israel,
who has been with me for a year or two, and I
have never seen any wrong in him from the time
when he came to me till now? 4 But the rulers
of the Philistines were angry with him, and said
to him, Make the man go back to the place you
have given him; do not let him go down with us
to the fight, or he may be turned against us and
be false to us: for how will this man make peace
with his lord? will it not bewith the heads of these
men? 5 Is this not David, who was named in their
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songs, when in the dance they said to one another,
Saul has put to death thousands, andDavid tens of
thousands? 6Then Achish sent for David and said
to him, By the living Lord, you are upright, and
everything you have done with me in the army
has beenpleasing tome: I have seenno evil in you
from the day when you came to me till now: but
still, the lords are not pleased with you. 7 So now
go back, and go in peace, so that you do not make
the lords of the Philistines angry. 8AndDavid said
to Achish, But what have I done? what have you
seen in your servant while I have been with you
till this day, that I may not go and take up arms
against thosewhoarenowmakingwaronmy lord
the king? 9 And Achish in answer said, It is true
that inmy eyes you are good, like an angel of God:
but still, the rulers of the Philistines have said, He
is not to goupwithus to thefight. 10So get upearly
in themorning,with the servantsof your lordwho
arewith you, and go to the place I have given you,
and have no evil design in your heart, for you are
good in my eyes; but when there is light enough
in the morning, go away. 11 So David and his men
got up early in the morning to go back to the land
of the Philistines. And the Philistines went up to
Jezreel.

30
1Now when David and his men came to Ziklag

on the third day, the Amalekites had made an
attack on the South and on Ziklag, and had over-
come Ziklag and put it on fire; 2And hadmade the
women and all who were there, small and great,
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prisoners: they had not put any of them to death,
but had taken them all away. 3 And when David
and his men came to the town, they saw that it
had been burned down, and their wives and their
sons and daughters had been made prisoners.
4 Then David and the people who were with him
gave themselves up to weeping till theywere able
to go on weeping no longer. 5 And David's two
wives, Ahinoam of Jezreel and Abigail, the wife of
Nabal of Carmel, had beenmade prisoners. 6And
David was greatly troubled; for the people were
talking of stoning him, because their hearts were
bitter, every man sorrowing for his sons and his
daughters: but David made himself strong in the
Lord his God. 7 And David said to Abiathar the
priest, the son of Ahimelech, Come here to me
with the ephod. And Abiathar took the ephod
to David. 8 Then David, questioning the Lord,
said, Am I to go after this band? will I be able
to overtake them? And in answer he said, Go
after them, for you will certainly overtake them,
and get back everything. 9 So David went, and
his six hundred men went with him, and they
came to the stream Besor. 10 And David, with
four hundred men, went on: but two hundred
of them were overcome with weariness, and not
able to go across the stream. 11 And in the fields
they saw an Egyptian whom they took to David,
and they gave him bread, and he had a meal, and
they gave him water for drink; 12 And they gave
him part of a cake of figs and some dry grapes;
and after the food, his spirit came back to him,
for he had had no food or drink for three days
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and nights. 13And David said to him, Whose man
are you and where do you come from? And he
said, I am a young man of Egypt, servant to an
Amalekite; and my master went on without me
because three days back I became ill. 14Wemade
an attack on the south part of the country of the
Cherethites, and on the landwhich is Judah's, and
on the south of Caleb; and we put Ziklag on fire.
15And David said to him, Will you take me down
to this band? Andhe said, If you givemeyour oath
that you will not put me to death or give me up to
my master, I will take you to them. 16 And when
he had taken him down, they saw them all, seated
about on all sides, feasting and drinking among
all the mass of goods which they had taken from
the land of the Philistines and the land of Judah.
17And David went on fighting them from evening
till the evening of the day after; and not one of
them got away but only four hundred youngmen
who went in flight on camels. 18 And David got
back everything the Amalekites had taken; and
he got back his two wives. 19 There was no loss
of anything, small or great, sons or daughters or
goods or anything which they had taken away:
David got it all back. 20And they took all the flocks
and herds, and driving them in front of him, said,
These are David's. 21 And David came to the two
hundred men, who because of weariness had not
gone with him, but were waiting at the stream
Besor: and they went out, meeting David and the
people who were with him; and when they came
near them, they said, How are you? 22 Then the
bad and good-for-nothing men among those who
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went with David said, Because they did not go
with us, we will give them nothing of the goods
which we have got back, but only to every man
his wife and children, so that he may take them
and go. 23Then David said, You are not to do this,
my brothers, after what the Lord has given us,
whohas kept us safe and given up the bandwhich
came against us into our hands. 24Who is going to
give any attention to you in this question? for an
equal part will be given to him who went to the
fight and to him who was waiting by the goods:
theyareall tohave thesame. 25Andsohemade it a
rule and an order for Israel from that day till now.
26 And when David came to Ziklag, he sent some
of the goods to the responsible men of Judah, and
to his friends, saying, Here is an offering for you
from the goods of thosewhowere fighting against
the Lord; 27He sent to those who were in Beth-el,
and in Ramah of the South, and in Jattir; 28And to
those inArara andEshtemoa 29andCarmel and in
the townsof the Jerahmeelites, and in the townsof
the Kenites; 30And to those who were in Hormah
and inBor-ashanand inAthach; 31And inHebron,
and to all the placeswhereDavid andhismenhad
been living.

31
1 Now the Philistines were fighting against Is-

rael: and the men of Israel went in flight before
the Philistines, falling down wounded in Mount
Gilboa. 2 And the Philistines overtook Saul and
his sons; and they put to death Jonathan and
AbinadabandMalchi-shua, the sons of Saul. 3And
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the fightwas going badly for Saul, and the archers
came across him, and he was wounded by the
archers. 4 Then Saul said to the servant who
had the care of his arms, Take out your sword
and put it through me, before these men without
circumcision come andmake sport of me. But his
servant, full of fear, would not do so. Then Saul
took out his sword, and falling on it, put an end to
himself. 5Andwhenhis servant saw that Saulwas
dead, he did the same, andwas unitedwith him in
death. 6So death overtook Saul and his three sons
and his servant on the same day. 7And when the
men of Israel across the valley and on the other
side of Jordan saw that the army of Israel was in
flight and that Saul and his sons were dead, they
cameout of their townsandwent inflight; and the
Philistines came and took them for themselves.
8Now on the day after, when the Philistines came
to take their goods from the dead, they saw Saul
and his three sons dead on the earth in Mount
Gilboa. 9And cutting off his head and taking away
his war-dress, they sent word into the land of the
Philistines round about, to take the news to their
gods and to the people. 10His war-dress they put
in the house of Astarte; and his body was fixed
on the wall of Beth-shan. 11And when the people
of Jabesh-gilead had news of what the Philistines
had done to Saul, 12 All the fighting men got up
and, travelling all night, took Saul's body and the
bodies of his sons from thewall of Beth-shan; and
they came to Jabesh and had them burned there.
13 And their bones they put in the earth under a
tree in Jabesh; and for seven days they took no
food.
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