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The First Book of Moses,
Commonly Called

Genesis
1At the first Godmade the heaven and the earth. 2And the earthwaswaste andwithout

form; and it was dark on the face of the deep: and the Spirit of God was moving on the
face of the waters. 3 And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. 4 And God,
looking on the light, saw that it was good: and Godmade a division between the light and
thedark, 5Naming the light, Day, and thedark,Night. And therewaseveningand therewas
morning, the first day. 6And God said, Let there be a solid arch stretching over the waters,
parting the waters from the waters. 7And God made the arch for a division between the
waters which were under the arch and those which were over it: and it was so. 8And God
gave the arch the name of Heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, the
second day. 9And God said, Let the waters under the heaven come together in one place,
and let the dry land be seen: and itwas so. 10AndGod gave the dry land the name of Earth;
and the waters together in their place were named Seas: and God saw that it was good.
11AndGod said, Let grass come up on the earth, and plants producing seed, and fruit-trees
giving fruit, in which is their seed, after their sort: and it was so. 12 And grass came up
on the earth, and every plant producing seed of its sort, and every tree producing fruit,
in which is its seed, of its sort: and God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening
and there was morning, the third day. 14 And God said, Let there be lights in the arch of
heaven, for a division between the day and the night, and let them be for signs, and for
marking the changes of the year, and for days and for years: 15And let thembe for lights in
the arch of heaven to give light on the earth: and it was so. 16And Godmade the two great
lights: the greater light to be the ruler of the day, and the smaller light to be the ruler of the
night: andhemade the stars. 17AndGodput them in the arch of heaven, to give light on the
earth; 18To have rule over the day and the night, and for a division between the light and
the dark: and God saw that it was good. 19And there was evening and there wasmorning,
the fourth day. 20And God said, Let the waters be full of living things, and let birds be in
flight over theearthunder thearchofheaven. 21AndGodmadegreat sea-beasts, andevery
sort of living andmoving thing with which the waters were full, and every sort of winged
bird: and God saw that it was good. 22And God gave them his blessing, saying, Be fertile
and have increase, making all the waters of the seas full, and let the birds be increased
in the earth. 23And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 24And God
said, Let the earth give birth to all sorts of living things, cattle and all thingsmoving on the
earth, and beasts of the earth after their sort: and it was so. 25And God made the beast of
the earth after its sort, and the cattle after their sort, and everythingmoving on the face of
the earth after its sort: and God saw that it was good. 26And God said, Let us makeman in
our image, like us: and let him have rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the
air and over the cattle and over all the earth and over every living thingwhich goes flat on
the earth. 27And Godmademan in his image, in the image of God hemade him: male and
female he made them. 28And God gave them his blessing and said to them, Be fertile and
have increase, and make the earth full and be masters of it; be rulers over the fish of the
sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing moving on the earth. 29And
God said, See, I have given you every plant producing seed, on the face of all the earth, and
every treewhich has fruit producing seed: theywill be for your food: 30And to every beast
of the earth and to every bird of the air and every living thing moving on the face of the
earth I have given every green plant for food: and it was so. 31And God saw everything
which he hadmade and it was very good. And there was evening and there wasmorning,
the sixth day.

2
1 And the heaven and the earth and all things in them were complete. 2 And on the

seventh day God came to the end of all his work; and on the seventh day he took his rest
from all the work which he had done. 3And God gave his blessing to the seventh day and
made it holy: becauseon that dayhe tookhis rest fromall theworkwhichhehadmadeand
done. 4These are the generations of the heaven and the earth when they were made. 5 In
the daywhen the LordGodmade earth and heaven therewere no plants of the field on the
earth, and no grass had comeup: for the LordGod had not sent rain on the earth and there
was no man to do work on the land. 6But a mist went up from the earth, watering all the
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face of the land. 7And the Lord God made man from the dust of the earth, breathing into
him the breath of life: and man became a living soul. 8And the Lord God made a garden
in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man whom he had made. 9And out of the earth
the Lordmade every tree to come, delighting the eye and good for food; and in themiddle
of the garden, the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 10And a river
went out of Edengivingwater to the garden; and from there itwasparted andbecame four
streams. 11The name of the first is Pishon, which goes round about all the land of Havilah
where there is gold. 12 And the gold of that land is good: there is bdellium and the onyx
stone. 13And the name of the second river is Gihon: this river goes round all the land of
Cush. 14And the name of the third river is Tigris, which goes to the east of Assyria. And the
fourth river is Euphrates. 15And the Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of
Eden to do work in it and take care of it. 16And the Lord God gave the man orders, saying,
Youmay freely take of the fruit of every tree of the garden: 17But of the fruit of the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil youmay not take; for on the daywhen you take of it, death
will certainly come to you. 18 And the Lord God said, It is not good for the man to be by
himself: I will make one like himself as a help to him 19And from the earth the Lord God
made every beast of the field and every bird of the air, and took them to the man to see
what names hewould give them: andwhatever name he gave to any living thing, that was
its name. 20And the man gave names to all cattle and to the birds of the air and to every
beast of the field; but Adam had no one like himself as a help. 21 And the Lord God sent
a deep sleep on the man, and took one of the bones from his side while he was sleeping,
joining up the flesh again in its place: 22And the bone which the Lord God had taken from
theman hemade into a woman, and took her to theman. 23And theman said, This is now
bone ofmy bone and flesh ofmy flesh: let her name beWoman because shewas taken out
of Man. 24For this cause will a man go away from his father and his mother and be joined
to his wife; and they will be one flesh. 25And the man and his wife were without clothing,
and they had no sense of shame.

3
1Now the snakewaswiser than anybeast of thefieldwhich theLordGodhadmade. And

he said to the woman, Has God truly said that you may not take of the fruit of any tree in
the garden? 2And thewoman said,Wemay take of the fruit of the trees in the garden: 3But
of the fruit of the tree in themiddle of the garden, God has said, If you take of it or put your
hands on it, death will come to you. 4 And the snake said, Death will not certainly come
to you: 5 For God sees that on the day when you take of its fruit, your eyes will be open,
and you will be as gods, having knowledge of good and evil. 6And when the woman saw
that the tree was good for food, and a delight to the eyes, and to be desired to make one
wise, she took of its fruit, and gave it to her husband. 7And their eyes were open and they
wereconscious that theyhadnoclothingand theymade themselves coatsof leaves stitched
together. 8 And there came to them the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in
the evening wind: and the man and his wife went to a secret place among the trees of the
garden, away from the eyes of the Lord God. 9And the voice of the Lord God came to the
man, saying, Where are you? 10And he said, Hearing your voice in the garden I was full
of fear, because I was without clothing: and I kept myself from your eyes. 11And he said,
Who gave you the knowledge that you were without clothing? Have you taken of the fruit
of the tree which I said you were not to take? 12And the man said, The womanwhom you
gave to be withme, she gaveme the fruit of the tree and I took it. 13And the Lord God said
to thewoman,What have youdone? And thewoman said, Iwas tricked by the deceit of the
snake and I took it. 14And the Lord God said to the snake, Because you have done this you
are cursedmore thanall cattle andeverybeast of thefield; youwill goflat on the earth, and
dustwill be your foodall thedays of your life: 15And therewill bewarbetweenyouand the
womanandbetweenyour seed andher seed: byhimwill yourheadbe crushed andby you
his foot will be wounded. 16 To the woman he said, Great will be your pain in childbirth;
in sorrow will your children come to birth; still your desire will be for your husband, but
he will be your master. 17And to Adam he said, Because you gave ear to the voice of your
wife and took of the fruit of the tree which I said you were not to take, the earth is cursed
on your account; in pain you will get your food from it all your life. 18 Thorns and waste
plants will come up, and the plants of the field will be your food; 19With the hard work
of your hands you will get your bread till you go back to the earth from which you were
taken: for dust you are and to the dust you will go back. 20And the man gave his wife the
name of Eve because she was the mother of all who have life. 21And the Lord God made
for Adam and for his wife coats of skins for their clothing. 22And the Lord God said, Now
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theman has become like one of us, having knowledge of good and evil; and now if he puts
out his hand and takes of the fruit of the tree of life, he will go on living for ever. 23 So the
Lord God sent him out of the garden of Eden to be a worker on the earth from which he
was taken. 24 So he sent the man out; and at the east of the garden of Eden he put winged
ones and a flaming sword turning every way to keep the way to the tree of life.

4
1 And the man had connection with Eve his wife, and she became with child and gave

birth to Cain, and said, I have got aman from the Lord. 2Then again she becamewith child
and gave birth to Abel, his brother. AndAbelwas a keeper of sheep, but Cainwas a farmer.
3And after a time, Cain gave to the Lord an offering of the fruits of the earth. 4And Abel
gave an offering of the young lambs of his flock and of their fat. And the Lordwas pleased
with Abel's offering; 5But in Cain and his offering he had no pleasure. And Cainwas angry
and his face became sad. 6And the Lord said to Cain,Why are you angry? andwhy is your
face sad? 7 If you do well, will you not have honour? and if you do wrong, sin is waiting
at the door, desiring to have you, but do not let it be your master. 8 And Cain said to his
brother, Let us go into the field: and when they were in the field, Cain made an attack on
his brother Abel and put him to death. 9And the Lord said to Cain, Where is your brother
Abel? And he said, I have no idea: am I my brother's keeper? 10And he said, What have
you done? the voice of your brother's blood is crying tome from the earth. 11Andnowyou
are cursed from the earth, whose mouth is open to take your brother's blood from your
hand; 12No longer will the earth give you her fruit as the reward of your work; you will
be a wanderer in flight over the earth. 13 And Cain said, My punishment is greater than
my strength. 14 You have sent me out this day from the face of the earth and from before
your face; I will be a wanderer in flight over the earth, and whoever sees me will put me
to death. 15And the Lord said, Truly, if Cain is put to death, seven lives will be taken for
his. And the Lord put a mark on Cain so that no one might put him to death. 16And Cain
went away frombefore the face of theLord, andmadehis living-place in the landofNodon
the east of Eden. 17And Cain had connection with his wife and she becamewith child and
gave birth to Enoch: and he made a town, and gave the town the name of Enoch after his
son. 18And Enoch had a son Irad: and Irad became the father of Mehujael: and Mehujael
became the father of Methushael: and Methushael became the father of Lamech. 19And
Lamech had two wives; the name of the one was Adah, and the name of the other Zillah.
20And Adah gave birth to Jabal: he was the father of such as are living in tents and keep
cattle. 21Andhis brother's namewas Jubal: hewas the father of all players on instruments
ofmusic. 22And Zillah gave birth to Tubal-cain, who is the father of everymaker of cutting
instruments of brass and iron: and the sister of Tubal-cain was Naamah. 23And Lamech
said tohiswives, AdahandZillah, give ear tomyvoice; youwives of Lamech, give attention
tomywords, for I would put aman to death for awound, and a youngman for a blow; 24 If
seven lives are to be taken as punishment for Cain's death, seventy-sevenwill be taken for
Lamech's. 25And Adam had connection with his wife again, and she gave birth to a son to
whom she gave the name of Seth: for she said, God has given me another seed in place of
Abel, whom Cain put to death. 26And Seth had a son, and he gave him the name of Enosh:
at this timemen first made use of the name of the Lord in worship.

5
1This is the book of the generations of Adam. In the day when Godmademan, he made

him in the image of God; 2Male and female he made them, naming themMan, and giving
themhis blessing on the daywhen theyweremade. 3Adamhad been living for a hundred
and thirty years when he had a son like himself, after his image, and gave him the name
of Seth: 4 And after the birth of Seth, Adam went on living for eight hundred years, and
had sons and daughters: 5And all the years of Adam's life were nine hundred and thirty:
and he came to his end. 6 And Seth was a hundred and five years old when he became
the father of Enosh: 7 And he went on living after the birth of Enosh for eight hundred
and seven years, and had sons and daughters: 8And all the years of Seth's life were nine
hundred and twelve: and he came to his end. 9 And Enosh was ninety years old when
he became the father of Kenan: 10And after the birth of Kenan, Enosh went on living for
eight hundred andfifteen years, and had sons and daughters: 11And all the years of Enosh
were nine hundred and five: and he came to his end. 12And Kenan was seventy years old
when he became the father of Mahalalel: 13And after the birth of Mahalalel, Kenan went
on living for eight hundred and forty years, and had sons and daughters: 14 And all the
years of Kenan's life were nine hundred and ten; and he came to his end. 15AndMahalalel
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was sixty-five years oldwhenhe became the father of Jared: 16And after the birth of Jared,
Mahalalel went on living for eight hundred and thirty years, and had sons and daughters:
17And all the years of Mahalalel's life were eight hundred and ninety-five: and he came to
his end. 18And Jaredwas a hundred and sixty-two years oldwhen he became the father of
Enoch: 19And Jared went on living after the birth of Enoch for eight hundred years, and
had sons and daughters: 20And all the years of Jared's life were nine hundred and sixty-
two: and he came to his end. 21And Enoch was sixty-five years old when he became the
father of Methuselah: 22And after the birth of Methuselah, Enoch went on in God's ways
for three hundred years, and had sons and daughters: 23And all the years of Enoch's life
were three hundred and sixty-five: 24And Enoch went on in God's ways: and he was not
seenagain, forGod tookhim. 25AndMethuselahwasahundredandeighty-sevenyears old
when he became the father of Lamech: 26And after the birth of Lamech,Methuselahwent
on living for seven hundred and eighty-two years, and had sons and daughters: 27And all
the years of Methuselah's life were nine hundred and sixty-nine: and he came to his end.
28And Lamechwas a hundred and eighty-two years oldwhen he had a son: 29And he gave
him the name of Noah, saying, Truly, he will give us rest from our trouble and the hard
work of our hands, because of the earth which was cursed by God. 30And after the birth
of Noah, Lamech went on living for five hundred and ninety-five years, and had sons and
daughters: 31 And all the years of Lamech's life were seven hundred and seventy-seven:
and he came to his end. 32 And when Noah was five hundred years old, he became the
father of Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

6
1 And after a time, when men were increasing on the earth, and had daughters, 2 The

sons of God saw that the daughters of men were fair; and they took wives for themselves
from thosewhowere pleasing to them. 3And the Lord said,My spiritwill not be inman for
ever, for he is only flesh; so the days of his life will be a hundred and twenty years. 4There
were men of great strength and size on the earth in those days; and after that, when the
sons of God had connection with the daughters of men, they gave birth to children: these
were the great men of old days, the men of great name. 5And the Lord saw that the sin of
manwas great on the earth, and that all the thoughts of his heart were evil. 6And the Lord
had sorrow because he had made man on the earth, and grief was in his heart. 7And the
Lord said, I will take away man, whom I have made, from the face of the earth, even man
and beast and that which goes on the earth and every bird of the air; for I have sorrow for
havingmade them. 8But Noah had grace in the eyes of God. 9These are the generations of
Noah. Noah was an upright man and without sin in his generation: he went in the ways
of God. 10And Noah had three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 11And the earth was evil in
God's eyes and full of violent ways. 12And God, looking on the earth, saw that it was evil:
for theway of all fleshhadbecome evil on the earth. 13AndGod said toNoah, The end of all
flesh has come; the earth is full of their violent doings, and now I will put an end to them
with the earth. 14Make for yourself an ark of gopher wood with rooms in it, and make it
safe from thewater inside and out. 15And this is theway you are tomake it: it is to be three
hundred cubits long, fifty cubits wide, and thirty cubits high. 16 You are to put a window
in the ark, a cubit from the roof, and a door in the side of it, and you are to make it with a
lower and second and third floors. 17 For truly, I will send a great flow of waters over the
earth, for the destruction from under the heaven of all flesh in which is the breath of life;
everything on the earthwill come to an end. 18Butwith you Iwillmake an agreement; and
youwill come into the ark, you andyour sons andyourwife andyour sons'wiveswith you.
19And you will take with you into the ark two of every sort of living thing, and keep them
safe with you; they will be male and female. 20 Two of every sort of bird and cattle and
of every sort of living thing which goes on the earth will you take with you to keep them
from destruction. 21And make a store of every sort of food for yourself and them. 22And
all these things Noah did; as God said, so he did.

7
1And the Lord said to Noah, Take all your family and go into the ark, for you only in this

generation have I seen to be upright. 2Of every clean beast you will take sevenmales and
seven females, and of the beasts which are not clean, two, the male and his female; 3And
of the birds of the air, sevenmales and seven females, so that their seedmay still be living
on the face of the earth. 4 For after seven days I will send rain on the earth for forty days
and forty nights, for the destruction of every living thingwhich I havemade on the face of
the earth. 5And Noah did everything which the Lord said he was to do. 6And Noah was
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six hundred years old when the waters came flowing over all the earth. 7And Noah, with
his sons and his wife and his sons' wives, went into the ark because of the flowing of the
waters. 8Of clean beasts, and of beastswhich are not clean, and of birds, and of everything
which goes on the earth, 9 In twos, male and female, they went into the ark with Noah, as
God had said. 10And after the seven days, the waters came over all the earth. 11 In the six
hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, on the seventeenth day of the month,
all the fountainsof thegreatdeepcamebursting through, and thewindowsofheavenwere
open; 12And rain came down on the earth for forty days and forty nights. 13On the same
day Noah, with Shem, Ham, and Japheth, his sons, and his wife and his sons' wives, went
into the ark; 14Andwith them, every sort of beast and cattle, and every sort of thingwhich
goes on the earth, and every sort of bird. 15 They went with Noah into the ark, two and
two of all flesh in which is the breath of life. 16Male and female of all fleshwent in, as God
had said, and the ark was shut by the Lord. 17And for forty days the waters were over all
the earth; and the waters were increased so that the ark was lifted up high over the earth.
18And the waters overcame everything and were increased greatly on the earth, and the
ark was resting on the face of the waters. 19And the waters overcame everything on the
earth; andall themountainsunderheavenwere covered. 20Thewaterswentfifteen cubits
higher, till all the mountains were covered. 21And destruction came on every living thing
moving on the earth, birds and cattle and beasts and everything which went on the earth,
and every man. 22Everything on the dry land, in which was the breath of life, came to its
end. 23Every living thing on the face of all the earth, man and cattle and thingsmoving on
the face of the earth, and birds of the air, came to destruction: only Noah and those who
were with him in the ark, were kept from death. 24And the waters were over the earth a
hundred and fifty days.

8
1And God kept Noah in mind, and all the living things and the cattle which were with

him in the ark: and God sent a wind over the earth, and the waters went down. 2And the
fountains of the deep and thewindowsof heavenwere shut, and the rain fromheavenwas
stopped. 3And the waters went slowly back from the earth, and at the end of a hundred
and fifty days the waters were lower. 4And on the seventeenth day of the seventh month
the ark came to rest on the mountains of Ararat. 5And still the waters went on falling, till
on the first day of the tenthmonth the tops of themountains were seen. 6Then, after forty
days, through the open window of the ark which he had made, 7Noah sent out a raven,
which went this way and that till the waters were gone from the earth. 8And he sent out a
dove, to see if thewaters had gone from the face of the earth; 9But the dove sawno resting-
place for her foot, and cameback to the ark, for thewaterswere still over all the earth; and
he put out his hand, and took her into the ark. 10 And after waiting another seven days,
he sent the dove out again; 11And the dove came back at evening, and in her mouth was
an olive-leaf broken off: so Noahwas certain that the waters had gone down on the earth.
12And after seven daysmore, he sent the dove out again, but she did not come back to him.
13And in the six hundred and first year, on the first day of the firstmonth, thewaters were
dry on the earth: andNoah took the cover off the ark and saw that the face of the earthwas
dry. 14And on the twenty-seventh day of the second month the earth was dry. 15And God
said to Noah, 16Go out of the ark, you and your wife and your sons and your sons' wives.
17Take out with you every living thing which is with you, birds and cattle and everything
which goes on the earth, so that theymayhave offspring andbe fertile andbe increased on
the earth. 18AndNoahwent outwithhis sons andhiswife andhis sons'wives; 19Andevery
beast and bird and every living thing of every sortwhich goes on the earth, went out of the
ark. 20And Noahmade an altar to the Lord, and from every clean beast and bird hemade
burned offerings on the altar. 21 And when the sweet smell came up to the Lord, he said
in his heart, I will not again put a curse on the earth because of man, for the thoughts of
man's heart are evil fromhis earliest days; never againwill I send destruction on all living
things as I have done. 22While the earth goes on, seed time and the getting in of the grain,
cold and heat, summer andwinter, day and night, will not come to an end.

9
1AndGod gave his blessing to Noah and his sons, and said, Be fertile, and have increase,

andmake the earth full. 2And the fear of youwill be strong in every beast of the earth and
every bird of the air; everything which goes on the land, and all the fishes of the sea, are
given into your hands. 3 Every living and moving thing will be food for you; I give them
all to you as before I gave you all green things. 4But flesh with the life-blood in it youmay
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not take for food. 5And for your blood, which is your life, will I take payment; from every
beast I will take it, and from every man will I take payment for the blood of his brother-
man. 6Whoever takes aman's life, bymanwill his life be taken; because Godmademan in
his image. 7Andnow, be fertile andhave increase; have offspring on the earth andbecome
great in number. 8AndGod said to Noah and to his sons, 9Truly, I will makemy agreement
with you and with your seed after you, 10And with every living thing with you, all birds
and cattle and every beast of the earth which comes out of the ark with you. 11And I will
make my agreement with you; never again will all flesh be cut off by the waters; never
again will the waters come over all the earth for its destruction. 12And God said, This is
the sign of the agreement which I make between me and you and every living thing with
you, for all future generations: 13 I will put my bow in the cloud and it will be for a sign of
the agreement betweenme and the earth. 14And whenever I make a cloud come over the
earth, the bowwill be seen in the cloud, 15And I will keep inmind the agreement between
me and you and every living thing; and never again will there be a great flow of waters
causing destruction to all flesh. 16 And the bow will be in the cloud, and looking on it, I
will keep inmind the eternal agreement between God and every living thing on the earth.
17And God said to Noah, This is the sign of the agreement which I havemade betweenme
and all flesh on the earth. 18 And the sons of Noah who went out of the ark were Shem,
Ham, and Japheth; and Ham is the father of Canaan. 19These three were the sons of Noah
and from them all the earth was peopled. 20 In those days Noah became a farmer, and he
made a vine-garden. 21And he took of the wine of it and was overcome by drink; and he
was uncovered in his tent. 22 And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw his father unclothed,
and gave news of it to his two brothers outside. 23And Shem and Japheth took a robe, and
putting it on their backs went in with their faces turned away, and put it over their father
so that they might not see him unclothed. 24And, awaking from his wine, Noah saw what
his youngest son had done to him, and he said, 25 Cursed be Canaan; let him be a servant
of servants to his brothers. 26And he said, Praise to the Lord, the God of Shem; let Canaan
be his servant. 27May God make Japheth great, and let his living-place be in the tents of
Shem, and let Canaan be his servant. 28And Noah went on living three hundred and fifty
years after the great flow of waters; 29all the years of his life were nine hundred and fifty:
and he came to his end.

10
1Now these are the generations of the sons of Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth: these are

the sons which they had after the great flow of waters 2 The sons of Japheth: Gomer and
Magog and Madai and Javan and Tubal and Meshech and Tiras. 3And the sons of Gomer:
Ashkenaz and Riphath and Togarmah. 4 And the sons of Javan: Elishah and Tarshish,
the Kittim and the Dodanim. 5 From these came the nations of the sea-lands, with their
different families and languages. 6And the sons of Ham: Cush and Mizraim and Put and
Canaan. 7And the sons of Cush: Seba and Havilah and Sabtah and Raamah and Sabteca;
and the sons of Raamah: Sheba and Dedan. 8 And Cush was the father of Nimrod, who
was the first of the great men of the earth. 9He was a very great bowman, so that there
is a saying, Like Nimrod, a very great bowman. 10And at the first, his kingdomwas Babel
and Erech and Accad and Calneh, in the land of Shinar. 11From that land he went out into
Assyria, building Nineveh with its wide streets and Calah, 12And Resen between Nineveh
and Calah, which is a very great town. 13 And Mizraim was the father of the Ludim and
Anamim and Lehabim and Naphtuhim; 14And Pathrusim and Casluhim and Caphtorim,
fromwhomcame thePhilistines. 15AndCanaanwas the fatherofZidon,whowashisoldest
son, andHeth, 16And the Jebusite and theAmorite and theGirgashite, 17And theHivite and
the Arkite and the Sinite, 18And the Arvadite and the Zemarite and the Hamathite; after
that the families of the Canaanites went far and wide in all directions; 19 Their country
stretching from Zidon to Gaza, in the direction of Gerar; and to Lasha, in the direction of
Sodom and Gomorrah and Admah and Zeboiim. 20All these, with their different families,
languages, lands, and nations, are the offspring of Ham. 21And Shem, the older brother of
Japheth, the father of the children of Eber, had other sons in addition. 22These are the sons
of Shem: Elam and Asshur and Arpachshad and Lud and Aram. 23And the sons of Aram:
Uz and Hul and Gether and Mash. 24 And Arpachshad became the father of Shelah; and
Shelahbecame the father of Eber. 25AndEberhad two sons: thenameof the onewasPeleg,
because in his time the peoples of the earth became separate; and his brother's namewas
Joktan. 26And Joktanwas the father of Almodad and Sheleph andHazarmaveth and Jerah
27 And Hadoram and Uzal and Diklah 28 And Obal and Abimael and Sheba 29 And Ophir
and Havilah and Jobab; all these were the sons of Joktan. 30And their country was from



Genesis 10:31 7 Genesis 12:8

Mesha, in the direction of Sephar, the mountain of the east. 31 These, with their families
and their languages and their lands and their nations, are the offspring of Shem. 32These
are the families of the sons of Noah, in the order of their generations and their nations:
from these came all the nations of the earth after the great flow of waters.

11
1And all the earth had one language and one tongue. 2And it came about that in their

wandering from the east, they came to a stretch of flat country in the land of Shinar, and
there theymade their living-place. 3And they saidone toanother, Come, let usmakebricks,
burning themwell. And they had bricks for stone, putting them togetherwith sticky earth.
4 And they said, Come, let us make a town, and a tower whose top will go up as high as
heaven; and let usmake a great name for ourselves, so thatwemaynot bewanderers over
the face of the earth. 5And the Lord came down to see the town and the tower which the
children of men were building. 6And the Lord said, See, they are all one people and have
all one language; and this is only the start of what they may do: and now it will not be
possible to keep them from any purpose of theirs. 7 Come, let us go down and take away
the sense of their language, so that they will not be able to make themselves clear to one
another. 8 So the Lord God sent them away into every part of the earth: and they gave up
building their town. 9 So it was named Babel, because there the Lord took away the sense
of all languages and from there the Lord sent them away over all the face of the earth.
10 These are the generations of Shem. Shem was a hundred years old when he became
the father of Arpachshad, two years after the great flow of waters; 11And after the birth
of Arpachshad, Shemwent on living for five hundred years, and had sons and daughters:
12And Arpachshad was thirty-five years old when he became the father of Shelah: 13And
after the birth of Shelah, Arpachshadwent on living for four hundred and three years, and
had sons and daughters: 14 And Shelah was thirty years old when he became the father
of Eber: 15And after the birth of Eber, Shelah went on living for four hundred and three
years, and had sons and daughters: 16And Eberwas thirty-four years oldwhen he became
the father of Peleg: 17 And after the birth of Peleg, Eber went on living for four hundred
and thirty years, and had sons and daughters: 18 And Peleg was thirty years old when
he became the father of Reu: 19 And after the birth of Reu, Peleg went on living for two
hundred and nine years, and had sons and daughters: 20And Reuwas thirty-two years old
when he became the father of Serug: 21And after the birth of Serug, Reuwent on living for
two hundred and seven years, and had sons and daughters: 22And Serug was thirty years
old when he became the father of Nahor: 23And after the birth of Nahor, Serug went on
living for two hundred years, and had sons and daughters: 24And Nahor was twenty-nine
years old when he became the father of Terah: 25And after the birth of Terah, Nahor went
on living for a hundred andnineteen years, and had sons and daughters: 26AndTerahwas
seventy years oldwhenhebecame the father of Abram,Nahor, andHaran. 27These are the
generations of Terah: Terah was the father of Abram, Nahor, and Haran; and Haran was
the father of Lot. 28Anddeath came toHaranwhenhewaswithhis fatherTerah in the land
of his birth, Ur of the Chaldees. 29And Abram and Nahor took wives for themselves: the
nameofAbram'swifewas Sarai, and the nameofNahor'swifewasMilcah, the daughter of
Haran, the father ofMilcah and Iscah. 30And Sarai had no child. 31And Terah took Abram,
his son, andLot, the sonofHaran, and Sarai, his daughter-in-law, thewife of his sonAbram
and they went out from Ur of the Chaldees, to go to the land of Canaan; and they came to
Haran, andwere there for some time. 32And all the years of Terah's lifewere two hundred
and five: and Terah came to his end in Haran.

12
1Now the Lord said to Abram, Go out from your country and from your family and from

your father's house, into the land to which I will be your guide: 2And I will make of you
a great nation, blessing you and making your name great; and you will be a blessing: 3To
themwhoare good to youwill I giveblessing, andonhimwhodoes youwrongwill I putmy
curse: and you will become a name of blessing to all the families of the earth. 4 So Abram
went as theLordhad said tohim, andLotwentwithhim: Abramwas seventy-fiveyears old
when he went away from Haran. 5And Abram took Sarai, his wife, and Lot, his brother's
son, and all their goods and the servantswhich they had got inHaran, and theywent out to
go to the landofCanaan. 6AndAbramwent through the land till he came toShechem, to the
holy tree ofMoreh. At that time, the Canaaniteswere still living in the land. 7And the Lord
came to Abram, and said, I will give all this land to your seed; then Abrammade an altar
there to the Lord who had let himself be seen by him. 8And moving on from there to the
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mountain on the east of Beth-el, he put uphis tent, having Beth-el on thewest andAi on the
east: and there hemade an altar and gaveworship to the name of the Lord. 9And hewent
on, journeying still to the South. 10And because therewas little food to be had in that land,
he went down into Egypt. 11Now when he came near to Egypt, he said to Sarai, his wife,
Truly, youare a fairwomanandbeautiful to the eye; 12And I amcertain thatwhen themen
of Egypt see you, theywill say, This is his wife: and theywill putme to death and keep you.
13Say, then, that you aremy sister, and so itwill bewellwithmebecause of you, andmy life
will be kept safe on your account. 14And so it was that when Abram came into Egypt, the
men of Egypt, looking on the woman, saw that she was fair. 15And Pharaoh's great men,
having seen her, said words in praise of her to Pharaoh, and she was taken into Pharaoh's
house. 16And because of her, hewas good to Abram, and he had sheep and oxen and asses,
and men-servants and women-servants, and camels. 17And the Lord sent great troubles
on Pharaoh's house because of Sarai, Abram's wife. 18 Then Pharaoh sent for Abram, and
said, What have you done to me? why did you not say that she was your wife? 19Why did
you say that shewas your sister? so that I took her formywife: now, take yourwife and go
on your way. 20And Pharaoh gave orders to his men, and they sent him on his way, with
his wife and all he had.

13
1And Abram went up out of Egypt with his wife and all he had, and Lot with him, and

they came in to the South. 2 Now Abram had great wealth of cattle and silver and gold.
3 And travelling on from the South, he came to Beth-el, to the place where his tent had
been before, between Beth-el and Ai; 4To the place where he had made his first altar, and
there Abram gave worship to the name of the Lord. 5 And Lot, who went with him, had
flocks and herds and tents; 6 So that the land was not wide enough for the two of them:
their property was so great that there was not room for them together. 7 And there was
an argument between the keepers of Abram's cattle and the keepers of Lot's cattle: at that
time theCanaanitesandPerizziteswerestill living in the land. 8ThenAbramsaid toLot, Let
there be no argument betweenmeand you, and betweenmyherdmen and your herdmen,
for we are brothers. 9 Is not all the land before you? then let us go our separate ways: if
you go to the left, I will go to the right; or if you take the right, I will go to the left. 10And
Lot, lifting up his eyes and looking an the valley of Jordan, saw that it was well watered
everywhere, before the Lord had sent destruction on SodomandGomorrah; itwas like the
garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt, on the way to Zoar. 11 So Lot took for himself all
thevalleyof Jordan, andwent to theeast, and theywereparted fromoneanother. 12Abram
went on living in the land of Canaan, and Lot went to the lowland towns, moving his tent
as far as Sodom. 13Now the men of Sodom were evil, and great sinners before the Lord.
14And the Lord had said to Abram, after Lot was parted from him, From this place where
you are take a look to the north and to the south, to the east and to the west: 15 For all the
land which you see I will give to you and to your seed for ever. 16 And I will make your
children like the dust of the earth, so that if the dust of the earth may be numbered, then
will your childrenbenumbered. 17Come, go through all the land fromone end to the other
for I will give it to you. 18And Abram, moving his tent, came andmade his living-place by
the holy tree of Mamre, which is in Hebron, andmade an altar there to the Lord.

14
1Now in thedays ofAmraphel, kingof Shinar, Arioch, kingof Ellasar, Chedorlaomer, king

of Elam, and Tidal, king of Goiim, 2 They made war with Bera, king of Sodom, and with
Birsha, king of Gomorrah, Shinab, king of Admah, and Shemeber, king of Zeboiim, and the
king of Bela (which is Zoar). 3All these came together in the valley of Siddim (which is the
Salt Sea). 4For twelveyears theywereunder the ruleofChedorlaomer, but in the thirteenth
year theyput offhis control. 5And in the fourteenth year, Chedorlaomer and thekingswho
wereonhis side, overcame theRephaim inAshteroth-karnaim, and theZuzim inHam, and
the Emim in Shaveh-kiriathaim, 6And the Horites in their mountain Seir, driving them as
far as El-paran, which is near thewaste land. 7Then they came back to En-mishpat (which
is Kadesh), making waste all the country of the Amalekites and of the Amorites living in
Hazazon-tamar. 8And the king of Sodomwith the king ofGomorrah and the king ofAdmah
and the king of Zeboiim and the king of Bela (that is Zoar), went out, and put their forces
in position in the valley of Siddim, 9Against Chedorlaomer, king of Elam, and Tidal, king
of Goiim, and Amraphel, king of Shinar, and Arioch, king of Ellasar: four kings against the
five. 10Now the valley of Siddim was full of holes of sticky earth; and the kings of Sodom
and Gomorrah were put to flight and came to their end there, but the rest got away to the



Genesis 14:11 9 Genesis 16:6

mountain. 11Andthe fourkings tookall thegoodsand food fromSodomandGomorrahand
went on their way. 12And in addition they took Lot, Abram's brother's son, whowas living
in Sodom, and all his goods. 13And one who had got away from the fight came and gave
word of it to Abram the Hebrew, who was living by the holy tree of Mamre, the Amorite,
the brother of Eshcol andAner,whowere friends ofAbram. 14AndAbram, hearing that his
brother's sonhadbeenmadeaprisoner, tookabandofhis trainedmen, threehundredand
eighteen of them, sons of his house, and went after them as far as Dan. 15And separating
his forces by night, he overcame them, putting them to flight and going after themas far as
Hobah,which is on thenorth sideofDamascus. 16Andhegotbackall thegoods, andLot, his
brother's son, with his goods and the women and the people. 17And when he was coming
back after putting to flight Chedorlaomer and the other kings, he had a meeting with the
king of Sodom in the valley of Shaveh, that is, the King's Valley. 18And Melchizedek, king
of Salem, the priest of the Most High God, took bread and wine, 19And blessing him, said,
May the blessing of the Most High God, maker of heaven and earth, be on Abram: 20And
let the Most High God be praised, who has given into your hands those who were against
you. Then Abram gave him a tenth of all the goods he had taken. 21And the king of Sodom
said to Abram, Giveme the prisoners and take the goods for yourself. 22But Abram said to
the king of Sodom, I have taken an oath to the Lord, the Most High God, maker of heaven
and earth, 23That I will not take so much as a thread or the cord of a shoe of yours; so that
youmay not say, I have given wealth to Abram: 24Giveme nothing but the food which the
fighting-men who went with me have had; but let Aner and Eshcol andMamre have their
part of the goods.

15
1After these things, theword of the Lord came toAbram in a vision, saying, Haveno fear,

Abram: I will keep you safe, and great will be your reward. 2And Abram said, What will
you giveme? for I have no child and this Eliezer of Damascuswill have allmywealth after
me. 3And Abram said, You have givenme no child, and a servant in my house will get the
heritage. 4 Then said the Lord, This man will not get the heritage, but a son of your body
will have your property after you. 5And he took him out into the open air, and said to him,
Let your eyes be lifted to heaven, and see if the stars may be numbered; even so will your
seedbe. 6Andhehad faith in theLord, and itwasput to his account as righteousness. 7And
he said tohim, I am theLord,who tookyou fromUrof theChaldees, to giveyou this land for
yourheritage. 8Andhe said, OLordGod, howmay Ibe certain that itwill bemine? 9Andhe
said, Take a young cow of three years old, and a she-goat of three years old, and a sheep of
threeyearsold, andadoveandayoungpigeon. 10All thesehe took, cutting themin twoand
putting one half opposite the other, but not cutting the birds in two. 11And evil birds came
down on the bodies, but Abram sent them away. 12Nowwhen the sun was going down, a
deep sleep came on Abram, and a dark cloud of fear. 13And he said to Abram, Truly, your
seed will be living in a land which is not theirs, as servants to a people who will be cruel
to them for four hundred years; 14 But I will be the judge of that nation whose servants
they are, and they will come out from among them with great wealth. 15As for you, you
will go to your fathers in peace; at the end of a long life youwill be put in your last resting-
place. 16And in the fourth generation they will come back here; for at present the sin of
theAmorite is not full. 17Thenwhen the sunwent downand itwas dark, he sawa smoking
fire and a flaming light whichwent between the parts of the bodies. 18 In that day the Lord
made an agreement with Abram, and said, To your seed have I given this land from the
river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates: 19 The Kenite, the Kenizzite, and the
Kadmonite, 20And the Hittite, and the Perizzite, and the Rephaim, 21And the Amorite, and
the Canaanite, and the Girgashite, and the Jebusite.

16
1Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had given him no children; and she had a servant, a woman

of Egypt whose name was Hagar. 2And Sarai said to Abram, See, the Lord has not let me
have children; go in to my servant, for I may get a family through her. And Abram did as
Sarai said. 3So after Abram had been living for ten years in the land of Canaan, Sarai took
Hagar, her Egyptian servant, and gave her to Abram for hiswife. 4Andhewent in toHagar
and she became with child, and when she saw that she was with child, she no longer had
any respect for her master's wife. 5And Sarai said to Abram, May my wrong be on you: I
gave youmy servant for yourwife andwhen she saw that shewaswith child, sheno longer
had any respect for me: may the Lord be judge between you and me. 6And Abram said,
The woman is in your power; do with her whatever seems good to you. And Sarai was
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cruel to her, so that she went running away from her. 7And an angel of the Lord came to
her by a fountain of water in the waste land, by the fountain on the way to Shur. 8And he
said, Hagar, Sarai's servant, where have you come fromandwhere are you going? And she
said, I am running away from Sarai, mymaster's wife. 9And the angel said to her, Go back,
and put yourself under her authority. 10And the angel of the Lord said, Your seed will be
greatly increased so that it may not be numbered. 11And the angel of the Lord said, See,
you are with child and will give birth to a son, to whom you will give the name Ishmael,
because the ears of the Lord were open to your sorrow. 12And he will be like a mountain
ass among men; his hand will be against every man and every man's hand against him,
and hewill keep his place against all his brothers. 13And to the Lordwhowas talkingwith
her she gave this name, You are a Godwho is seen; for she said, Have I not even here in the
waste landhad a vision ofGod andamstill living? 14So that fountainwasnamed, Fountain
of Life and Vision: it is between Kadesh and Bered. 15And Hagar gave birth to a child, the
son of Abram, to whom Abram gave the name of Ishmael. 16Abram was eighty-six years
old when Hagar gave birth to Ishmael.

17
1WhenAbramwasninety-nineyearsold, theLordcame tohim, andsaid, I amGod, Ruler

of all; go in myways and be upright in all things, 2And I will make an agreement between
you and me, and your offspring will be greatly increased. 3 And Abram went down on
his face on the earth, and the Lord God went on talking with him, and said, 4 As for me,
my agreement is made with you, and you will be the father of nations without end. 5No
longerwill yournamebeAbram, butAbraham, for I havemadeyou the father of anumber
of nations. 6 I will make you very fertile, so that nations will come from you and kings will
be your offspring. 7And I will make betweenme and you and your seed after you through
all generations, an eternal agreement to be a God to you and to your seed after you. 8And
to you and to your seed after you, I will give the land inwhich you are living, all the land of
Canaan for aneternal heritage; and Iwill be theirGod. 9AndGod said toAbraham,Onyour
side, you are to keep the agreement, you and your seed after you through all generations.
10And this is the agreement which you are to keep with me, you and your seed after you:
everymale among you is to undergo circumcision. 11 In the flesh of your private parts you
are to undergo it, as a mark of the agreement between me and you. 12Every male among
you, from one generation to another, is to undergo circumcisionwhen he is eight days old,
with every servant whose birth takes place in your house, or for whom you gave money
to someone of another country, and not of your seed. 13He who comes to birth in your
house and he who is made yours for a price, all are to undergo circumcision; so that my
agreement may be marked in your flesh, an agreement for all time. 14And any male who
does not undergo circumcision will be cut off from his people: my agreement has been
broken by him. 15And God said, As for Sarai, your wife, from now her name will be not
Sarai, but Sarah. 16And I will give her a blessing so that you will have a son by her: truly
my blessing will be on her, and she will be the mother of nations: kings of peoples will be
her offspring. 17 Then Abraham went down on his face, and laughing, said in his heart,
May a man a hundred years old have a child? will Sarah, at ninety years old, give birth?
18 And Abraham said to God, If only Ishmael's life might be your care! 19 And God said,
Not so; but Sarah, your wife, will have a son, and you will give him the name Isaac, and I
will make my agreement with him for ever and with his seed after him. 20As for Ishmael,
I have given ear to your prayer: truly I have given him my blessing and I will make him
fertile and give him great increase; he will be the father of twelve chiefs, and I will make
him a great nation. 21But my agreement will be with Isaac, to whom Sarah will give birth
a year from this time. 22And having said these words, Godwent up fromAbraham. 23And
Abraham took Ishmael, his son, and all whose birth had taken place in his house, and all
his servants whom he had made his for a price, every male of his house, and on that very
day he gave them circumcision in the flesh of their private parts as God had said to him.
24Abrahamwas ninety-nine years old when he underwent circumcision. 25And Ishmael,
his son,was thirteenyearsoldwhenheunderwent circumcision. 26Abrahamand Ishmael,
his son, underwent circumcision on that very day. 27And all the men of his house, those
whose birth had taken place in the house and thosewhomhe had got formoney frommen
of other lands, underwent circumcision with him.

18
1 Now the Lord came to him by the holy tree of Mamre, when he was seated in the

doorway of his tent in the middle of the day; 2And lifting up his eyes, he saw three men
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before him; and seeing them, he went quickly to them from the door of the tent, and went
down on his face to the earth; 3And said, My Lord, if now I have grace in your eyes, do not
go away from your servant: 4 Let me get water for washing your feet, and take your rest
under the tree: 5And let me get a bit of bread to keep up your strength, and after that you
may go on your way: for this is why you have come to your servant. And they said, Let it
be so. 6 Then Abraham went quickly into the tent, and said to Sarah, Get three measures
of meal straight away andmake cakes. 7And running to the herd, he took a young ox, soft
and fat, and gave it to the servant and he quickly made it ready; 8And he took butter and
milk and the young ox which he hadmade ready and put it before them, waiting by them
under the treewhile they took food. 9And they said to him,Where is Sarah yourwife? And
he said, She is in the tent. 10Andhe said, Iwill certainly comeback to you in the spring, and
Sarah your wife will have a son. And his words came to the ears of Sarah who was at the
back of the tent-door. 11Now Abraham and Sarah were very old, and Sarah was past the
time for giving birth. 12And Sarah, laughing to herself, said, Now that I am used up am I
still to have pleasure,my husband himself being old? 13And the Lord said,Whywas Sarah
laughing and saying, Is it possible for me, being old, to give birth to a child? 14 Is there any
wonder which the Lord is not able to do? At the time I said, in the spring, I will come back
to you, and Sarahwill have a child. 15Then Sarah said, I was not laughing; for she was full
of fear. And he said, No, but you were laughing. 16 And the men went on from there in
the direction of Sodom; and Abrahamwent with them on their way. 17And the Lord said,
Am I to keep back from Abraham the knowledge of what I do; 18 Seeing that Abrahamwill
certainly become a great and strong nation, and his name will be used by all the nations
of the earth as a blessing? 19 For I have made him mine so that he may give orders to his
children and those of his line after him, to keep theways of theLord, to dowhat is goodand
right: so that the Lordmay do to Abrahamas he has said. 20And the Lord said, Because the
outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is very great, and their sin is very evil, 21 I will go
down now, and see if their acts are as bad as they seem from the outcry which has come
to me; and if they are not, I will see. 22And the men, turning from that place, went on to
Sodom: but Abraham was still waiting before the Lord. 23And Abraham came near, and
said, Will you let destruction come on the upright with the sinners? 24 If by chance there
arefifty uprightmen in the town,will you give the place to destruction andnot havemercy
on it because of thefifty uprightmen? 25Let such a thing be far fromyou, to put theupright
to death with the sinner: will not the judge of all the earth do right? 26And the Lord said,
If there are fifty upright men in the town, I will have mercy on it because of them. 27And
Abraham answering said, Truly, I who am only dust, have undertaken to put my thoughts
before theLord: 28 If by chance therearefive less thanfiftyuprightmen,will yougiveupall
the town to destruction because of these five? And he said, I will not give it to destruction
if there are forty-five. 29And again he said to him, By chance theremay be forty there. And
he said, I will not do it if there are forty. 30And he said, Let not the Lord be angry with me
if I say,What if there are thirty there? And he said, I will not do it if there are thirty. 31And
he said, See now, I have undertaken to put my thoughts before the Lord: what if there are
twenty there? And he said, I will have mercy because of the twenty. 32And he said, O let
not the Lordbe angry and Iwill say only onewordmore: by chance theremaybe ten there.
And he said, I will have mercy because of the ten. 33And the Lord went on his way when
his talk with Abrahamwas ended, and Abrahamwent back to his place.

19
1And at nightfall the two angels came to Sodom; and Lot was seated at the way into the

town: andwhen he saw them he got up and came before them, falling down on his face to
the earth. 2And he said, My masters, come now into your servant's house and take your
rest there for the night, and let your feet be washed; and early in the morning you may
go on your way. And they said, Not so, but we will take our night's rest in the street. 3But
he made his request more strongly, so they went with him into his house; and he got food
ready for them, and made unleavened bread, of which they took. 4 But before they had
gone to bed, themen of the town, all themen of Sodom, came round the house, young and
old, fromevery part of the town; 5And crying out to Lot, they said,Where are themenwho
came to your house this night? Send them out to us, so that wemay take our pleasurewith
them. 6AndLotwent out to them in thedoorway, shutting thedoor afterhim. 7Andhe said,
My brothers, do not this evil. 8See now, I have two unmarried daughters; I will send them
out to you so that youmaydo to themwhatever seemsgood toyou: onlydonothing to these
men, for this is why they have come under the shade ofmy roof. 9And they said, Give way
there. This one man, they said, came here from a strange country, and will he now be our
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judge? nowwe will do worse to you than to them; and pushing violently against Lot, they
came near to get the door broken in. 10But the men put out their hands and took Lot into
the house to them, shutting the door again. 11But themenwhowere outside the door they
made blind, all of them, small and great, so that they were tired out with looking for the
door. 12Then themen said to Lot, Are there any others of your family here? sons-in-law or
sons or daughters, take them all out of this place; 13 For we are about to send destruction
on this place, because a great outcry against them has come to the ears of the Lord; and
the Lord has sent us to put an end to the town. 14And Lot went out and said to his sons-
in-law, who were married to his daughters, Come, let us go out of this place, for the Lord
is about to send destruction on the town. But his sons-in-law did not take him seriously.
15And when morning came, the angels did all in their power to make Lot go, saying, Get
up quickly and take your wife and your two daughters who are here, and go, for fear that
you come to destruction in the punishment of the town. 16 But while he was waiting, the
men tookhimandhiswife andhis daughters by the hand, for the Lordhadmercy on them,
and put them outside the town. 17And when they had put them out, he said, Go for your
life, without looking back orwaiting in the lowland; go quickly to themountain or youwill
come to destruction. 18And Lot said to them, Not so, O my Lord; 19 See now, your servant
has had grace in your eyes and great is your mercy in keeping my life from destruction,
but I am not able to get as far as the mountain before evil overtakes me and death; 20This
town, now, is near, and it is a little one: O, let me go there (is it not a little one?) so that my
lifemay be safe. 21And he said, See, I have given you your request in this one thingmore: I
will not send destruction on this town. 22Go there quickly, for I amnot able to do anything
till you have come there. For this reason, the town was named Zoar. 23 The sun was up
when Lot came to Zoar. 24 Then the Lord sent fire and flaming smoke raining down from
heaven on Sodom and Gomorrah. 25And he sent destruction on those towns, with all the
lowland and all the people of those towns and every green thing in the land. 26 But Lot's
wife, lookingback, becameapillar of salt. 27AndAbrahamgot up early in themorning and
went to the place where he had been talkingwith the Lord: 28And looking in the direction
of Sodom and Gomorrah and the lowland, he saw the smoke of the land going up like the
smoke of an oven. 29 So it came about that when God sent destruction on the towns of the
lowland, he kept his word to Abraham, and sent Lot safely away when he put an end to
the towns where he was living. 30Then Lot went up out of Zoar to the mountain, and was
living there with his two daughters, for fear kept him from living in Zoar: and he and his
daughters made their living-place in a hole in the rock. 31And the older daughter said to
her sister, Our father is old, and there is no man to be a husband to us in the natural way:
32Come, let us give our fathermuchwine, andwewill go into his bed, so that wemay have
offspring by our father, 33And that night they made their father take much wine; and the
older daughter went into his bed; and he had no knowledge of when she went in or when
she went away. 34And on the day after, the older daughter said to the younger, Last night I
waswithmy father; let usmakehim takemuchwine this night again, anddoyougo tohim,
so thatwemay have offspring by our father. 35And that night again theymade their father
take much wine; and the younger daughter went into his bed; and he had no knowledge
of when shewent in or when shewent away. 36And so the two daughters of Lot werewith
childby their father. 37And theolderdaughterhada son, andshegavehimthenameMoab:
he is the father of the Moabites to this day. 38And the younger had a son and gave him the
name Ben-ammi: from him come the children of Ammon to this day.

20
1 And Abraham went on his way from there to the land of the South, and was living

between Kadesh and Shur, in Gerar. 2 And Abraham said of Sarah, his wife, She is my
sister: and Abimelech, king of Gerar, sent and took Sarah. 3 But God came to Abimelech
in a dream in the night, and said to him, Truly you are a dead man because of the woman
whom you have taken; for she is a man's wife. 4Now Abimelech had not come near her;
and he said, Lord, will you put to death an upright nation? 5Did he not say to me himself,
She is my sister? and she herself said, He is my brother: with an upright heart and clean
hands have I done this. 6And God said to him in the dream, I see that you have done this
with an upright heart, and I have kept you from sinning against me: for this reason I did
not let you come near her. 7So now, give theman back his wife, for he is a prophet, and let
himsayaprayer for you, so your lifemaybe safe: but if youdonot giveherback, be certain
that deathwill come to you and all your house. 8So Abimelech got up early in themorning
and sent for all his servants and gave themword of these things, and theywere full of fear.
9ThenAbimelech sent forAbraham, andsaid,Whathaveyoudone tous? whatwronghave
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I done you that you have put on me and on my kingdom so great a sin? You have done to
me things which are not to be done. 10And Abimelech said to Abraham, Why did you do
this thing? 11And Abraham said, Because it seemed tome that there was no fear of God in
this place, and that they might put me to death because of my wife. 12And, in fact, she is
my sister, the daughter of my father, but not the daughter of my mother; and she became
my wife: 13 And when God sent me wandering from my father's house, I said to her, Let
this be the sign of your love for me; wherever we go, say of me, He is my brother. 14 Then
Abimelech gave to Abraham sheep and oxen andmen-servants andwomen-servants, and
gave him back his wife Sarah. 15And Abimelech said, See, all my land is before you; take
whateverplace seemsgood toyou. 16Andhe said toSarah, See, I havegiven toyourbrother
a thousand bits of silver so that your wrongmay be put right; now your honour is clear in
the eyes of all. 17ThenAbrahammade prayer to God, andGodmadeAbimelechwell again,
andhiswife andhiswomen-servants, so that theyhad children. 18For theLordhadkept all
the women of the house of Abimelech from having children, because of Sarah, Abraham's
wife.

21
1And the Lord came to Sarah as he had said and did to her as he had undertaken. 2And

Sarah became with child, and gave Abraham a son when he was old, at the time named
by God. 3And Abraham gave to his son, to whom Sarah had given birth, the name Isaac.
4And when his son Isaac was eight days old, Abraham made him undergo circumcision,
as God had said to him. 5Now Abraham was a hundred years old when the birth of Isaac
took place. 6And Sarah said, God has givenme cause for laughing, and everyone who has
news of it will be laughing withme. 7And she said,Whowould have said to Abraham that
Sarahwould have a child at her breast? for see, I have given him a son nowwhen he is old.
8And when the child was old enough to be taken from the breast, Abrahammade a great
feast. 9And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian playing with Isaac. 10 So she said to
Abraham, Send away that woman and her son: for the son of that woman is not to have a
part in the heritage with my son Isaac. 11And this was a great grief to Abraham because
of his son. 12 But God said, Let it not be a grief to you because of the boy and Hagar his
mother; give ear towhatever Sarah says to you, because it is from Isaac that your seedwill
take its name. 13And I will make a nation of the son of your servant-woman, because he is
your seed. 14And early in the morning Abraham got up, and gave Hagar some bread and
awater-skin, and put the boy on her back, and sent her away: and shewent, wandering in
the waste land of Beer-sheba. 15And when all the water in the skin was used up, she put
the child down under a tree. 16And she went some distance away, about an arrow flight,
and seating herself on the earth, she gave way to bitter weeping, saying, Let me not see
the death of my child. 17And the boy's cry came to the ears of God; and the angel of God
said to Hagar from heaven, Hagar, why are you weeping? have no fear, for the child's cry
has come to the ears of God. 18Come, take your child in your arms, for I will make of him
a great nation. 19 Then God made her eyes open, and she saw a water-spring, and she got
water in the skin and gave the boy a drink. 20And God was with the boy, and he became
tall and strong, and he became a bowman, living in the waste land. 21And while he was
in the waste land of Paran, his mother got him a wife from the land of Egypt. 22Now at
that time, Abimelech and Phicol, the captain of his army, said to Abraham, I see that God
is with you in all you do. 23Now, then, give me your oath, in the name of God, that you
will not be false to me or to my sons after me, but that as I have been good to you, so you
will be to me and to this land where you have been living. 24 And Abraham said, I will
give you my oath. 25 But Abraham made a protest to Abimelech because of a water-hole
which Abimelech's servants had taken by force. 26But Abimelech said, I have no ideawho
has done this thing; you never gave me word of it, and I had no knowledge of it till this
day. 27 And Abraham took sheep and oxen and gave them to Abimelech, and the two of
them made an agreement together. 28 And Abraham put seven young lambs of the flock
on one side by themselves. 29 Then Abimelech said, What are these seven lambs which
you have put on one side? 30 And he said, Take these seven lambs from me as a witness
that I have made this water-hole. 31 So he gave that place the name Beer-sheba, because
there the two of them had given their oaths. 32 So they made an agreement at Beer-sheba,
andAbimelech and Phicol, the captain of his army, went back to the land of the Philistines.
33And Abraham, after planting a holy tree in Beer-sheba, gave worship to the name of the
Lord, the Eternal God. 34And Abrahamwent on living in the land of the Philistines as in a
strange country.
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22
1Now after these things, God put Abraham to the test, and said to him, Abraham; and

he said, Here am I. 2And he said to him, Take your son, your dearly loved only son Isaac,
and go to the land ofMoriah and give him as a burned offering on one of themountains of
which I will give you knowledge. 3And Abraham got up early in the morning, and made
ready his ass, and took with him two of his young men and Isaac, his son, and after the
wood for the burned offering had been cut, he went on his way to the place of which God
had given him word. 4And on the third day, Abraham, lifting up his eyes, saw the place a
long way off. 5 Then he said to his young men, Keep here with the ass; and I and the boy
will go on and give worship and come back again to you. 6 And Abraham put the wood
for the burned offering on his son's back, and he himself took the fire and the knife in his
hand, and the two of themwent on together. 7Then Isaac said to Abraham,My father; and
he said, Here am I, my son. And he said, We have wood and fire here, but where is the
lamb for the burned offering? 8And Abraham said, God himself will give the lamb for the
burned offering: so they went on together. 9And they came to the place of which God had
given him knowledge; and there Abraham made the altar and put the wood in place on
it, and having made tight the bands round Isaac his son, he put him on the wood on the
altar. 10And stretching out his hand, Abraham took the knife to put his son to death. 11But
the voice of the angel of the Lord came from heaven, saying, Abraham, Abraham: and he
said, Here am I. 12 And he said, Let not your hand be stretched out against the boy to do
anything to him; for now I am certain that the fear of God is in your heart, because you
have not kept back your son, your only son, fromme. 13And lifting up his eyes, Abraham
saw a sheep fixed by its horns in the brushwood: and Abraham took the sheep andmade a
burned offering of it in place of his son. 14AndAbrahamgave that place the nameYahweh-
yireh: as it is said to this day, In themountain the Lord is seen. 15And the voice of the angel
of the Lord came toAbrahama second time fromheaven, 16Saying, I have taken anoathby
my name, says the Lord, because you have done this and have not kept back fromme your
dearly loved only son, 17 That I will certainly give you my blessing, and your seed will be
increased like the stars of heaven and the sand by the seaside; your seedwill take the land
of those who are against them; 18And your seed will be a blessing to all the nations of the
earth, because you have done what I gave you orders to do. 19 Then Abraham went back
to his young men and they went together to Beer-sheba, the place where Abraham was
living. 20After these things, Abrahamhad news thatMilcah, thewife of his brother Nahor,
had given birth to children; 21Uz the oldest, and Buz his brother, and Kemuel, the father
of Aram, 22And Chesed and Hazo and Pildash and Jidlaph and Bethuel. 23Bethuel was the
father of Rebekah: these eight were the children of Milcah and Nahor, Abraham's brother.
24And his servant Reumah gave birth to Tebah and Gaham and Tahash andMaacah.

23
1Now the years of Sarah's life were a hundred and twenty-seven. 2 And Sarah's death

took place in Kiriath-arba, that is, Hebron, in the land of Canaan: and Abrahamwent into
his house, weeping and sorrowing for Sarah. 3 And Abraham came from his dead and
said to the children of Heth, 4 I am living among you as one from a strange country: give
me some land here as my property, so that I may put my dead to rest. 5 And in answer
the children of Heth said to Abraham, 6 My lord, truly you are a great chief among us;
take the best of our resting-places for your dead; not one of us will keep back from you
a place where you may put your dead to rest. 7And Abraham got up and gave honour to
the children ofHeth, the people of that land. 8Andhe said to them, If youwill letmeputmy
dead to rest here, make a request forme to Ephron, the son of Zohar, 9That hewill giveme
the hollow in the rock named Machpelah, which is his property at the end of his field; let
him give it tome for its full price as a resting-place formydead among you. 10NowEphron
was seated among the children of Heth: and Ephron the Hittite gave Abraham his answer
in thehearingof the childrenofHeth, andof all thosewhocame intohis town, saying, 11No,
my lord, I will give you the field with the hollow in the rock; before all the children of my
peoplewill I give it to you for a resting-place for your dead. 12AndAbrahamwent downon
his face before the people of the land. 13AndAbraham said to Ephron, in the hearing of the
people of the land, If only you will give ear to me, I will give you the price of the field; take
it, and let me put my dead to rest there. 14 So Ephron said to Abraham, 15My lord, give ear
to me: the value of the land is four hundred shekels; what is that betweenme and you? so
put your dead to rest there. 16And Abraham took note of the price fixed by Ephron in the
hearingof the childrenofHeth, andgavehim fourhundred shekels in currentmoney. 17So
Ephron's field at Machpelah near Mamre, with the hollow in the rock and all the trees in
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thefield and round it, 18Became theproperty ofAbrahambefore the eyes of the childrenof
Heth and of all who came into the town. 19Then Abraham put Sarah his wife to rest in the
hollow rock in the field of Machpelah near Mamre, that is, Hebron in the land of Canaan.
20And the field and the hollow rock were handed over to Abraham as his property by the
children of Heth.

24
1 Now Abraham was old and far on in years: and the Lord had given him everything

in full measure. 2And Abraham said to his chief servant, the manager of all his property,
Come now, put your hand undermy leg: 3And take an oath by the Lord, the God of heaven
and the God of the earth, that you will not get a wife for my son Isaac from the daughters
of the Canaanites among whom I am living; 4But that you will go into my country and to
my relations and get a wife there for my son Isaac. 5And the servant said, If by chance the
woman will not come with me into this land, am I to take your son back again to the land
from which you came? 6And Abraham said, Take care that you do not let my son go back
to that land. 7The Lord God of heaven, who tookme frommy father's house and from the
land ofmy birth, andmade an oath tome, saying, To your seed I will give this land: hewill
send his angel before you and give you a wife for my son in that land. 8And if the woman
will not come with you, then you are free from this oath; only do not take my son back
there. 9And the servant put his hand under Abraham's leg, and gave him his oath about
this thing. 10And the servant took ten of hismaster's camels, and all sorts of good things of
his master's, and went to Mesopotamia, to the town of Nahor. 11And he made the camels
take their rest outside the town by the water-spring in the evening, at the time when the
women came to get water. 12And he said, O Lord, the God of my master Abraham, let me
do well in what I have undertaken this day, and give your mercy to my master Abraham.
13See, I amwaitinghereby thewater-spring; and thedaughters of the townare comingout
to get water: 14Now,may the girl to whom I say, Let down your vessel and giveme a drink,
andwho says in answer, Here is a drink for you and letme givewater to your camels: may
she be the onemarked out by you for your servant Isaac: somay I be certain that you have
been good to my master Abraham. 15 And even before his words were ended, Rebekah,
the daughter of Bethuel, the son ofMilcah, whowas thewife of Nahor, Abraham's brother,
came out with her water-vessel on her arm. 16 She was a very beautiful girl, a virgin, who
had never been touched by a man: and she went down to the spring to get water in her
vessel. 17And the servant came running to her and said, Give me a little water from your
vessel. 18And she said, Take a drink,my lord: and quickly letting downher vessel onto her
hand, she gavehimadrink. 19Andhavingdone so, she said, Iwill getwater for your camels
till they have had enough. 20And after putting the water from her vessel into the animals'
drinking-place, shewent quickly back to the spring and gotwater for all the camels. 21And
theman, lookingather, saidnothing,waiting to see if theLordhadgivenhis journeyagood
outcome. 22And when the camels had had enough, the man took a gold nose-ring, half a
shekel in weight, and two ornaments for her arms of ten shekels weight of gold; 23 And
said to her, Whose daughter are you? is there room in your father's house for us? 24And
she said to him, I am the daughter of Bethuel, the son of Milcah, Nahor's wife. 25And she
said, We have a great store of dry grass and cattle-food, and there is room for you. 26And
with bent head the man gave worship to the Lord; 27And said, Praise be to the Lord, the
God of my master Abraham, who has given a sign that he is good and true to my master,
by guiding me straight to the house of mymaster's family. 28 So the girl went running and
took the news of these things to hermother's house 29Now Rebekah had a brother named
Laban, and he came out quickly to the man at the water-spring. 30And when he saw the
nose-ring and the ornaments on his sister's hands, and when she gave him word of what
the man had said to her, then he went out to the manwho was waiting with the camels by
the water-spring. 31And he said to him, Come in, you on whom is the blessing of the Lord;
why are youwaiting outside? for I havemade the house ready for you, and a place for the
camels. 32Then themancame into thehouse, andLaban took their cordsoff thecamels and
gave them dry grass and food, and he gave to him and the men who were with himwater
for washing their feet. 33Andmeat was put before him, but he said, I will not take food till
I havemademybusiness clear to you. And they said, Do so. 34Andhe said, I amAbraham's
servant. 35The Lord has givenmymaster every blessing, and he has become great: he has
given him flocks and herds and silver and gold, and men-servants and women-servants
and camels and asses. 36And when Sarah, my master's wife, was old, she gave birth to a
son, to whom he has given all he has. 37Andmymaster made me take an oath, saying, Do
not get a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites among whom I am living;
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38But go tomy father's house and tomy relations for a wife formy son. 39And I said tomy
master, What if the womanwill not comewithme? 40And he said, The Lord, whom I have
ever kept beforeme, will send his angelwith you, whowillmake it possible for you to get a
wife formy son frommy relations andmy father's house; 41Andyouwill be free fromyour
oath tomewhenyoucome tomypeople; and if theywill not giveher toyou, youwill be free
from your oath. 42And I came today to the water-spring, and I said, O Lord, the God of my
master Abraham, if it is your purpose to give a good outcome tomy journey, 43Let it come
about that, while I am waiting here by the water-spring, if a girl comes to get water and I
say to her, Give me a little water from your vessel, and she says, 44Take a drink, and I will
get water for your camels; let her be the woman marked out by the Lord for my master's
son. 45And even while I was saying this to myself, Rebekah came out with her vessel on
her arm; and she went down to the spring to get water; and I said to her, Give me a drink.
46And straight away she took down her vessel from her arm, and said, Take a drink, and
I will get water for your camels. 47And questioning her, I said, Whose daughter are you?
And she said, Thedaughter of Bethuel, the sonofNahor, andMilcahhiswife. Then I put the
ring on her nose and the ornaments on her hands. 48And with bent head I gave worship
and praise to the Lord, the God of mymaster Abraham, by whom I had been guided in the
right way, to get the daughter of my master's brother for his son. 49 And now, say if you
will do what is good and right for my master or not, in order that it may be clear to me
what I have to do. 50Then Laban and Bethuel said in answer, This is the Lord's doing: it is
not for us to say Yes or No to you. 51 See, here is Rebekah: take her and go, and let her be
your master's son's wife, as the Lord has said. 52And at these words, Abraham's servant
went down on his face and gave praise to the Lord. 53 Then he took jewels of silver and
jewels of gold and fair robes and gave them to Rebekah: and he gave things of value to her
mother and her brother. 54Then he and the men who were with him had food and drink,
and took their rest there that night; and in themorning he got up, and said, Let me now go
back to my master. 55But her brother and her mother said, Let the girl be with us a week
or ten days, and then shemay go. 56Andhe said, Do not keepme; the Lord has given a good
outcome to my journey; let me now go back to my master. 57And they said, We will send
for the girl, and let her make the decision. 58 And they sent for Rebekah and said to her,
Are you ready to go with this man? And she said, I am ready. 59 So they sent their sister
Rebekah and her servant with Abraham's servant and his men. 60And they gave Rebekah
their blessing, saying, O sister, may you be the mother of thousands and ten thousands;
andmay your seed overcome all thosewhomakewar against them. 61So Rebekah andher
servant-womenwentwith theman, seated on the camels; and so the servant tookRebekah
and went on his way. 62Now Isaac had come through the waste land to Beer-lahai-roi; for
hewas living in the South. 63Andwhen the eveningwas near, hewent wandering out into
the fields, and lifting up his eyes he saw camels coming. 64 And when Rebekah, looking
up, saw Isaac, she got down from her camel, 65And said to the servant, Who is that man
coming to us through the field? And the servant said, It is my master: then she took her
veil, covering her face with it. 66Then the servant gave Isaac the story of all he had done.
67 And Isaac took Rebekah into his tent and she became his wife; and in his love for her,
Isaac was comforted after his father's death.

25
1And Abraham took another wife named Keturah. 2 She became the mother of Zimran

and Jokshan and Medan and Midian and Ishbak and Shuah. 3 And Jokshan became the
father of Sheba and Dedan. And from Dedan came the Asshurim and Letushim and
Leummim. 4And fromMidian came Ephah and Epher andHanoch and Abida and Eldaah.
All these were the offspring of Keturah. 5 Now Abraham gave all his property to Isaac;
6But to the sons of his other women he gave offerings, and sent them away, while he was
still living, into the east country. 7Now the years of Abraham's life were a hundred and
seventy-five. 8And Abraham came to his death, an old man, full of years; and he was put
to restwith his people. 9And Isaac and Ishmael, his sons, put him to rest in the hollow rock
ofMachpelah, in the field of Ephron, the son of Zohar theHittite, nearMamre; 10The same
field which Abraham got from the children of Heth: there Abraham was put to rest with
Sarah, his wife. 11Now after the death of Abraham, the blessing of Godwas with Isaac, his
son. 12Now these are the generations of Ishmael, the son of Abraham, whose mother was
Hagar the Egyptian, the servant of Sarah: 13These are the names of the sons of Ishmael by
their generations: Ishmael's first son was Nebaioth; then Kedar and Adbeel and Mibsam
14AndMishma and Dumah andMassa, 15Hadad and Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah:
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16 These are the sons of Ishmael, and these are their names in their towns and their tent-
circles; twelve chiefs with their peoples. 17And the years of Ishmael's life were a hundred
and thirty-seven: and he came to his end, and was put to rest with his people. 18And their
country was from Havilah to Shur which is east of Egypt: they took their place to the east
of all their brothers. 19Now these are the generations of Abraham's son Isaac: 20 Isaac was
forty years old when he took Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel the Aramaean of Paddan-
aram, and the sister ofLaban theAramaean, tobehiswife. 21 Isaacmadeprayer to theLord
for hiswife because she had no children; and the Lord gave ear to his prayer, and Rebekah
becamewith child. 22And the childrenwere fighting together inside her, and she said, If it
is to be so, why am I like this? So she went to put her question to the Lord. 23And the Lord
said to her, Two nations are in your body, and two peopleswill come to birth fromyou: the
onewill be stronger than the other, and the olderwill be the servant of the younger. 24And
when the time came for her to give birth, there were two children in her body. 25And the
first cameout red fromhead to foot like a robe of hair, and they gave him thenameof Esau.
26Andafterhim, his brother cameout, grippingEsau's foot; andhewasnamed Jacob: Isaac
was sixty years old when she gave birth to them. 27And the boys came to full growth; and
Esau became a man of the open country, an expert bowman; but Jacob was a quiet man,
living in tents. 28Now Isaac's love was for Esau, because Esau's meat was greatly to his
taste: but Rebekah had more love for Jacob. 29And one day Jacob was cooking some soup
when Esau came in from the fields in great need of food; 30And Esau said to Jacob, Give
me a full meal of that red soup, for I am overcome with need for food: for this reason he
was named Edom. 31And Jacob said, First of all give me your birthright. 32And Esau said,
Truly, I amat the point of death: what profit is the birthright tome? 33And Jacob said, First
of all give me your oath; and he gave him his oath, handing over his birthright to Jacob.
34Then Jacob gave himbread and soup; and he took food and drink andwent away, caring
little for his birthright.

26
1Then came a time of great need in the land, like that which had been before in the days

of Abraham. And Isaac went to Abimelech, king of the Philistines, at Gerar. 2And the Lord
came to him in a vision and said, Do not go down to Egypt; keep in the land of which I will
give you knowledge: 3Keep in this land, and I will be with you and give you my blessing;
for to you and to your seedwill I give all these lands, giving effect to the oathwhich Imade
to your fatherAbraham; 4 Iwillmakeyour seed like the stars of heaven innumber, andwill
give them all these lands, and your seed will be a blessing to all the nations of the earth;
5 Because Abraham gave ear to my voice and kept my words, my rules, my orders, and
my laws. 6 So Isaac went on living in Gerar; 7 And when he was questioned by the men
of the place about his wife, he said, She is my sister; fearing to say, She is my wife; for,
he said, the men of the place may put me to death on account of Rebekah; because she
is very beautiful. 8 And when he had been there for some time, Abimelech, king of the
Philistines, looking through a window, saw Isaac playing with Rebekah his wife. 9And he
said to Isaac, It is clear that she is your wife: why then did you say, She is my sister? And
Isaac said, For fear that I might be put to death because of her. 10 Then Abimelech said,
What have you done to us? one of the people might well have had connection with your
wife, and the sin would have been ours. 11And Abimelech gave orders to his people that
anyone touching Isaac or his wife was to be put to death. 12Now Isaac, planting seed in
that land, got in the same year fruit a hundred times as much, for the blessing of the Lord
was on him. 13 And his wealth became very great, increasing more and more; 14 For he
had great wealth of flocks and herds and great numbers of servants; so that the Philistines
were full of envy. 15Now all the water-holes, which his father's servants had made in the
days of Abraham, had been stopped up with earth by the Philistines. 16 And Abimelech
said to Isaac, Go away from us, for you are stronger than we are. 17 So Isaac went away
from there, and put up his tents in the valley of Gerar,making his living-place there. 18And
he made again the water-holes which had been made in the days of Abraham his father,
and which had been stopped up by the Philistines; and he gave them the names which his
father had given them. 19 Now Isaac's servants made holes in the valley, and came to a
spring of flowing water. 20But the herdmen of Gerar had a fight with Isaac's herdmen, for
they said, The spring is ours: so he gave the spring the name of Esek, because there was a
fight about it. 21 Then they made another water-hole, and there was a fight about that, so
he gave it the name of Sitnah. 22Then hewent away from there, andmade another water-
hole, about which there was no fighting: so he gave it the name of Rehoboth, for he said,
Now the Lord hasmade room for us, andwewill have fruit in this land. 23And from there
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hewent on to Beer-sheba. 24That night the Lord came to him in a vision, and said, I am the
God of your father Abraham: have no fear for I am with you, blessing you, and your seed
will be increasedbecauseofmyservantAbraham. 25Thenhemadeanaltar there, andgave
worship to thenameof theLord, andheput uphis tents there, and therehis servantsmade
awater-hole. 26AndAbimelech had come to him fromGerar, with Ahuzzath his friend and
Phicol, the captain of his army. 27And Isaac said to them,Whyhave you come tome, seeing
that in your hate forme you sentme away from you? 28And they said,We saw clearly that
the Lord was with you: so we said, Let there be an oath between us and you, and let us
make an agreement with you; 29 That you will do us no damage, even as we put no hand
on you, and did you nothing but good, and sent you away in peace: and now the blessing
of the Lord is on you. 30 Then he made a feast for them, and they all had food and drink.
31And early in themorning they took an oath one to the other: then Isaac sent them away
and theywent on theirway in peace. 32And that day Isaac's servants came to himand gave
himword of thewater-holewhich they hadmade, and said to him,Wehave come towater.
33And he gave it the name of Shibah: so the name of that town is Beer-sheba to this day.
34AndwhenEsauwas forty years old, he took as hiswives Judith, the daughter of Beeri the
Hittite, and Basemath, the daughter of Elon theHittite: 35And Isaac and Rebekah had grief
of mind because of them.

27
1Now when Isaac was old and his eyes had become clouded so that he was not able to

see, he sent for Esau, his first son, and said to him,My son: and he said, Here am I. 2And he
said, See now, I amold, andmydeathmay take place at any time: 3So take your arrows and
your bowand go out to thefield and getmeat forme; 4Andmakeme food, good to the taste,
such as is pleasing to me, and put it before me, so that I may have a meal and give youmy
blessing before death comes to me. 5Now Isaac's words to his son were said in Rebekah's
hearing. Then Esau went out to get the meat. 6And Rebekah said to Jacob, her son, Your
father said to your brother Esau in my hearing, 7 Go and get some roe's meat and make
me a goodmeal, so that I may be full, and give youmy blessing before the Lord before my
death. 8Now, my son, do what I say. 9Go to the flock and get me two fat young goats; and I
willmakeof themameal to your father's taste: 10Andyouwill take it to him, so that hemay
have a goodmeal and give you his blessing before his death. 11And Jacob said to Rebekah,
his mother, But Esau my brother is covered with hair, while I am smooth: 12 If by chance
my father puts his hand onme, it will seem to him that I am tricking him, and hewill put a
curse onme in place of a blessing. 13And his mother said, Let the curse be onme, my son:
only do as I say, and go and get them for me. 14 So he went and got them and took them to
his mother: and she made a meal to his father's taste. 15And Rebekah took the fair robes
of her oldest son, which were with her in the house, and put them on Jacob, her younger
son: 16And she put the skins of the young goats on his hands and on the smooth part of his
neck: 17And she gave into the hand of Jacob, her son, the meat and the bread which she
hadmade ready. 18And he came to his father, and said, My father: and he said, Here am I:
whoare you,my son? 19And Jacob said, I amEsau, your oldest son; I havedone as you said:
come now, be seated and take ofmymeat, so that youmay giveme a blessing. 20And Isaac
said, How is it that you have got it so quickly, my son? And he said, Because the Lord your
Godmade it comemyway. 21And Isaac said, Come near so that I may putmy hand on you,
my son, and see if you are trulymy sonEsauornot. 22And Jacobwent nearhis father Isaac:
and he put his hands on him; and he said, The voice is Jacob's voice, but the hands are the
hands of Esau. 23And he did not make out who he was, because his hands were covered
with hair like his brother Esau's hands: so he gave him a blessing. 24And he said, Are you
truly my son Esau? And he said, I am. 25 And he said, Put it before me and I will take of
my son's meat, so that I may give you a blessing. And he put it before him and he took it;
and he gave him wine, and he had a drink. 26And his father Isaac said to him, Come near
now, my son, and give me a kiss. 27And he came near and gave him a kiss; and smelling
the smell of his clothing, he gave him a blessing, and said, See, the smell of my son is like
the smell of a field on which the blessing of the Lord has come: 28May God give you the
dew of heaven, and the good things of the earth, and grain andwine in fullmeasure: 29Let
peoples be your servants, and nations go down before you: be lord over your brothers,
and let your mother's sons go down before you: a curse be on everyone by whom you are
cursed, and a blessing on thosewho give you a blessing. 30Andwhen Isaac had come to the
end of blessing Jacob, and Jacob had not long gone away from Isaac his father, Esau came
in from the field. 31And he made ready a meal, good to the taste, and took it to his father,
and said to him, Let my father get up and take of his son's meat, so that youmay give me a
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blessing. 32And Isaac his father said to him, Who are you? And he said, I am your oldest
son, Esau. 33And in great fear Isaac said, Who then is he who got meat and put it before
me, and I took it all before you came, and gave him a blessing, and his it will be? 34And
hearing thewords of his father, Esau gave a great and bitter cry, and said to his father, Give
a blessing to me, even to me, O my father! 35And he said, Your brother came with deceit,
and took away your blessing. 36And he said, Is it because he is named Jacob that he has
twice taken my place? for he took away my birthright, and now he has taken away my
blessing. And he said, Have you not kept a blessing for me? 37And Isaac answering said,
But I havemade him yourmaster, and have given him all his brothers for servants; I have
made him strong with grain and wine: what then am I to do for you, my son? 38And Esau
said to his father, Is that the only blessing you have, my father? give a blessing tome, even
me! AndEsauwas overcomewithweeping. 39Then Isaac his fathermade answer and said
to him, Far from the fertile places of the earth, and far from the dew of heaven on high
will your living-place be: 40 By your sword will you get your living and you will be your
brother's servant; butwhen your power is increased his yokewill be broken fromoff your
neck. 41 So Esau was full of hate for Jacob because of his father's blessing; and he said in
his heart, The days of weeping for my father are near; then I will put my brother Jacob to
death. 42Then Rebekah, hearing what Esau had said, sent for Jacob, her younger son, and
said to him, It seems that your brother Esau is purposing to put you to death. 43So now,my
son, do what I say: go quickly to Haran, to my brother Laban; 44And be there with him for
a little time, till your brother's wrath is turned away; 45Till the memory of what you have
done to him is past and he is no longer angry: then I will send word for you to come back;
are the two of you to be taken fromme in one day? 46Then Rebekah said to Isaac, My life is
a weariness to me because of the daughters of Heth: if Jacob takes a wife from among the
daughters of Heth, such as these, thewomen of this land, ofwhat usewillmy life be tome?

28
1 Then Isaac sent for Jacob, and blessing him, said, Do not take a wife from among the

women of Canaan; 2But go to Paddan-aram, to the house of Bethuel, yourmother's father,
and there get yourself a wife from the daughters of Laban, your mother's brother. 3And
may God, the Ruler of all, give you his blessing, giving you fruit and increase, so that you
may become an army of peoples. 4Andmay God give you the blessing of Abraham, to you
and to your seed, so that the land of your wanderings, which God gave to Abraham, may
be your heritage. 5 So Isaac sent Jacob away: and he went to Paddan-aram, to Laban, son
of Bethuel the Aramaean, the brother of Rebekah, themother of Jacob andEsau. 6Sowhen
Esau saw that Isaac had given Jacob his blessing, and sent himaway to Paddan-aram to get
awife for himself there, blessing himand saying to him, Donot take awife fromamong the
women of Canaan; 7And that Jacob had done as his father and mother said and had gone
to Paddan-aram; 8 Itwas clear to Esau that his father hadno love for thewomenof Canaan,
9So Esauwent to Ishmael and tookMahalath, the daughter of Abraham's son Ishmael, the
sister of Nebaioth, to be his wife in addition to the wives he had. 10So Jacobwent out from
Beer-sheba to go to Haran. 11And coming to a certain place, he made it his resting-place
for the night, for the sun had gone down; and he took one of the stones which were there,
and putting it under his head hewent to sleep in that place. 12And he had a dream, and in
his dream he saw steps stretching from earth to heaven, and the angels of Godwere going
up and down on them. 13And he saw the Lord by his side, saying, I am the Lord, the God
of Abraham your father, and the God of Isaac: I will give to you and to your seed this land
on which you are sleeping. 14 Your seed will be like the dust of the earth, covering all the
land to the west and to the east, to the north and to the south: you and your seed will be
a name of blessing to all the families of the earth. 15And truly, I will be with you, and will
keep you wherever you go, guiding you back again to this land; and I will not give you up
till I have done what I have said to you. 16And Jacob, awaking from his sleep, said, Truly,
the Lord is in this place and Iwas not conscious of it. 17And fear came on him, and he said,
This is a holy place; this is nothing less than the house of God and the doorway of heaven.
18And early in the morning Jacob took the stone which had been under his head, and put
it up as a pillar and put oil on it. 19And he gave that place the name of Beth-el, but before
that time the townwasnamedLuz. 20Then Jacob took an oath, and said, If Godwill bewith
me, and keep me safe on my journey, and give me food and clothing to put on, 21 So that I
come again tomy father's house in peace, then Iwill take the Lord to bemyGod, 22And this
stonewhich I have put up for a pillarwill be God's house: and of all you giveme, I will give
a tenth part to you.
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29
1Then Jacobwent onhis journey till he came to the land of the children of the East. 2And

there he saw a water-hole in a field, and by the side of it three flocks of sheep, for there
they got water for the sheep: and on the mouth of the water-hole there was a great stone.
3And all the flocks would come together there, and when the stone had been rolled away,
they would give the sheep water, and put the stone back again in its place on themouth of
the water-hole. 4Then Jacob said to the herdmen, My brothers, where do you come from?
And they said, FromHaran. 5And he said to them, Have you any knowledge of Laban, the
son of Nahor? And they said, We have. 6And he said to them, Is he well? And they said,
He is well, and here is Rachel his daughter coming with the sheep. 7 Then Jacob said, The
sun is still high and it is not time to get the cattle together: get water for the sheep and
go and give them their food. 8 And they said, We are not able to do so till all the flocks
have come together and the stone has been rolled away from themouth of thewater-hole;
then we will get water for the sheep. 9While he was still talking with them, Rachel came
with her father's sheep, for she took care of them. 10 Then when Jacob saw Rachel, the
daughter of Laban, his mother's brother, coming with Laban's sheep, he came near, and
rolling the stone away from the mouth of the hole, he got water for Laban's flock. 11And
weeping for joy, Jacob gave Rachel a kiss. 12And Rachel, hearing from Jacob that he was
her father's relation and that he was the son of Rebekah, went running to give her father
news of it. 13And Laban, hearing news of Jacob, his sister's son, came running, and took
Jacob in his arms, and kissing him, made him come into his house. And Jacob gave him
news of everything. 14And Laban said to him, Truly, you are my bone and my flesh. And
he kept Jacob with him for the space of amonth. 15Then Laban said to Jacob, Because you
are my brother are you to be my servant for nothing? say now, what is your payment to
be? 16Now Laban had two daughters: the name of the older was Leah, and the name of
the younger was Rachel. 17And Leah's eyes were clouded, but Rachel was fair in face and
form. 18And Jacobwas in love with Rachel; and he said, I will be your servant seven years
for Rachel, your younger daughter. 19And Laban said, It is better for you to have her than
another man: go on living here with me. 20 And Jacob did seven years' work for Rachel;
and because of his love for her it seemed to him only a very little time. 21Then Jacob said
to Laban, Give me my wife so that I may have her, for the days are ended. 22And Laban
got together all the men of the place and gave a feast. 23And in the evening he took Leah,
his daughter, and gave her to him, and he went in to her. 24 And Laban gave Zilpah, his
servant-girl, to Leah, to be her waiting-woman. 25 And in the morning Jacob saw that it
was Leah: and he said to Laban, What have you done to me? was I not working for you
so that I might have Rachel? why have you been false to me? 26 And Laban said, In our
countrywe do not let the younger daughter bemarried before the older. 27Let theweek of
the bride-feast come to its end and then we will give you the other in addition, if you will
bemy servant for another seven years. 28And Jacob did so; andwhen theweekwas ended,
Labangavehimhis daughterRachel for hiswife. 29AndLabangaveRachel his servant-girl
Bilhah to be herwaiting-woman. 30Then Jacob took Rachel as hiswife, and his love for her
was greater than his love for Leah; and he went on working for Laban for another seven
years. 31Now the Lord, seeing that Leah was not loved, gave her a child; while Rachel had
nochildren. 32AndLeahwaswith child, andgavebirth toa son towhomshegave thename
Reuben: for she said, The Lord has seen my sorrow; now my husband will have love for
me. 33Then she became with child again, and gave birth to a son; and said, Because it has
come to the Lord's ears that I am not loved, he has given me this son in addition: and she
gave him the name Simeon. 34And she was with child again, and gave birth to a son; and
said, Now at lastmy husbandwill be united tome, because I have given him three sons: so
hewas named Levi. 35And shewaswith child again, and gave birth to a son: and she said,
This time I will give praise to the Lord: so hewas named Judah; after this she had nomore
children for a time.

30
1NowRachel, because she had no children, was full of envy of her sister; and she said to

Jacob, If you do not give me children I will not go on living. 2 But Jacob was angry with
Rachel, and said, Am I in the place of God, who has kept your body from having fruit?
3 Then she said, Here is my servant Bilhah, go in to her, so that she may have a child on
my knees, and I may have a family by her. 4 So she gave him her servant Bilhah as a wife,
and Jacob went in to her. 5And Bilhah became with child, and gave birth to a son. 6 Then
Rachel said, God has been my judge, and has given ear to my voice, and has given me a
son; so he was named Dan. 7And again Bilhah, Rachel's servant, was with child, and gave
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birth to a second son. 8And Rachel said, I have had a great fight with my sister, and I have
overcome her: and she gave the child the name Naphtali. 9When it was clear to Leah that
shewouldhavenomore children fora time, shegaveZilpah, her servant, to Jacobasawife.
10And Zilpah, Leah's servant, gave birth to a son. 11And Leah said, It has gonewell forme:
and she gave him the name Gad. 12And Zilpah, Leah's servant, gave birth to a second son.
13And Leah said, Happy am I! and all womenwill givewitness tomy joy: and she gave him
the nameAsher. 14Nowat the time of the grain-cutting, Reuben saw some love-fruits in the
field, and took them to his mother Leah. And Rachel said to her, Let me have some of your
son's love-fruits. 15But Leah said to her, Is it a small thing that you have takenmy husband
fromme? and now would you take my son's love-fruits? Then Rachel said, You may have
him tonight in exchange for your son's love-fruits. 16 In the evening, when Jacob came in
from the field, Leah went out to him and said, Tonight you are to come to me, for I have
given my son's love-fruits as a price for you. And he went in to her that night. 17And God
gave ear to her and she became with child, and gave Jacob a fifth son. 18 Then Leah said,
Godhasmadepayment tome forgivingmyservant-girl tomyhusband: so shegaveher son
the name Issachar. 19And again Leah became with child, and she gave Jacob a sixth son.
20And she said, God has given me a good bride-price; now at last will I have my husband
livingwithme, for I have given him six sons: and she gave him the name Zebulun. 21After
that she had a daughter, to whom she gave the name Dinah. 22 Then God gave thought to
Rachel, and hearing her prayer he made her fertile. 23And she was with child, and gave
birth to a son: and she said, God has taken awaymy shame. 24And she gave him the name
Joseph, saying, May the Lord give me another son. 25Now after the birth of Joseph, Jacob
said to Laban, Let me go away to my place and my country. 26Give me my wives and my
children, for whom I have been your servant, and let me go: for you have knowledge of
all the work I have done for you. 27 And Laban said, If you will let me say so, do not go
away; for I have seen by the signs that the Lord has been good tome because of you. 28Say
thenwhat your payment is to be and I will give it. 29Then Jacob said, You have seenwhat I
have done for you, andhowyour cattle have donewell undermy care. 30For before I came
you had little, and it has been greatly increased; and the Lord has given you a blessing in
everything I have done; but when am I to do something for my family? 31And Laban said,
What am I to give you? And Jacob said, Do not give me anything; but I will again take up
the care of your flock if you will only do this for me: 32 Let me go through all your flock
today, taking out from among them all the sheep which are marked or coloured or black,
and all themarked or coloured goats: thesewill bemy payment. 33And so youwill be able
to put my honour to the test in time to come; if you see among my flocks any goats which
are not marked or coloured, or any sheep which is not black, you may take me for a thief.
34And Laban said, Let it be as you say. 35 So that day he took all the he-goats which were
banded or coloured, and all the she-goats which were marked or coloured or had white
marks, and all the black sheep, and gave them into the care of his sons; 36And sent them
three days' journey away: and Jacob took care of the rest of Laban's flock. 37 Then Jacob
took youngbranches of trees, cutting off the skin so that thewhitewoodwas seen inbands.
38And he put the banded sticks in the drinking-places where the flock came to get water;
and they becamewith youngwhen they came to thewater. 39Andbecause of this, the flock
gave birth to young which were marked with bands of colour. 40 These lambs Jacob kept
separate; and he put his flock in a place by themselves and not with Laban's flock. 41And
whenever the stronger ones of the flock became with young, Jacob put the sticks in front
of them in the drinking-places, so that they might become with young when they saw the
sticks. 42 But when the flocks were feeble, he did not put the sticks before them; so that
the feebler flocks were Laban's and the stronger were Jacob's. 43 So Jacob's wealth was
greatly increased; he had great flocks andwomen-servants andmen-servants and camels
and asses.

31
1Now it came to the ears of Jacob that Laban's sons were saying, Jacob has taken away

all our father's property, and in this way he has got all this wealth. 2And Jacob saw that
Laban's feeling for him was no longer what it had been before. 3 Then the Lord said to
Jacob, Go back to the land of your fathers, and to your relations, and I will be with you.
4 And Jacob sent for Rachel and Leah to come to him in the field among his flock. 5 And
he said to them, It is clear to me that your father's feeling is no longer what it was to me;
but the God of my father has been with me 6 And you have seen how I have done all in
my power for your father, 7 But your father has not kept faith with me, and ten times he
has made changes in my payment; but God has kept him from doing me damage. 8 If he
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said, All those in the flock which have marks are to be yours, then all the flock gave birth
tomarked young; and if he said, All the banded ones are to be yours, then all the flock had
banded young. 9 So God has taken away your father's cattle and has given them to me.
10And at the time when the flock were with young, I saw in a dream that all the he-goats
which were joined with the she-goats were banded and marked and coloured. 11And in
my dream the angel of the Lord said tome, Jacob: and I said, Here am I. 12And he said, See
how all the he-goats are banded and marked and coloured: for I have seen what Laban
has done to you. 13 I am the God of Beth-el, where you put oil on the pillar and took an oath
to me: now then, come out of this land and go back to the country of your birth. 14 Then
Rachel and Leah said to him in answer,What part or heritage is there for us in our father's
house? 15Are we not as people from a strange country to him? for he took a price for us
and now it is all used up. 16For the wealth which God has taken from him is ours and our
children's; so now, whatever God has said to you, do. 17 Then Jacob put his wives and his
sons on camels; 18And sending on before him all his cattle and his property which he had
got together in Paddan-aram, hemade ready to go to Isaac his father in the land of Canaan.
19 Now Laban had gone to see to the cutting of the wool of his sheep; so Rachel secretly
took the images of the gods of her father's house. 20And Jacobwent away secretly, without
giving news of his flight to Laban the Aramaean. 21 So he went away with all he had, and
went across the River in the direction of the hill-country of Gilead. 22And on the third day
Laban had news of Jacob's flight. 23 And taking the men of his family with him, he went
after him for seven days and overtook him in the hill-country of Gilead. 24Then God came
to Laban in a dream by night, and said to him, Take care that you say nothing good or bad
to Jacob. 25Now when Laban overtook him, Jacob had put up his tent in the hill-country;
and Laban and his brothers put up their tents in the hill-country of Gilead. 26And Laban
said to Jacob, Why did you go away secretly, taking my daughters away like prisoners of
war? 27Why did you make a secret of your flight, not giving me word of it, so that I might
have sent you away with joy and songs, with melody and music? 28 You did not even let
me give a kiss to my sons and my daughters. This was a foolish thing to do. 29 It is in my
power to do you damage: but the God of your father came to me this night, saying, Take
care that you say nothing good or bad to Jacob. 30Andnow, it seems, you are going because
your heart's desire is for your father's house; but why have you taken my gods? 31 And
Jacob, in answer, said to Laban, My fear was that you might take your daughters fromme
by force. 32As for your gods, if anyone of us has them, let himbe put to death: make search
before us all for what is yours, and take it. For Jacob had no knowledge that Rachel had
taken them. 33 So Laban went into Jacob's tent and into Leah's tent, and into the tents of
the two servant-women, but theywere not there; and he came out of Leah's tent andwent
into Rachel's. 34NowRachel had taken the images, and had put them in the camels' basket,
and was seated on them. And Laban, searching through all the tent, did not come across
them. 35And she said to her father, Let notmy lord be angry because I do not get up before
you, for I am in the common condition of women. And with all his searching, he did not
come across the images. 36Then Jacob was angry with Laban, and said, What crime or sin
have I done that you have come after me with such passion? 37Now that you have made
search through allmy goods,what have you seenwhich is yours? Make it clear nowbefore
my people and your people, so that they may be judges between us. 38These twenty years
I have been with you; your sheep and your goats have had young without loss, not one of
your he-goats have I taken for food. 39Anything which was wounded by beasts I did not
take to you, but myself made up for the loss of it; you made me responsible for whatever
was taken by thieves, by day or by night. 40 This was my condition, wasted by heat in the
day and by the bitter cold at night; and sleep went from my eyes. 41 These twenty years I
have been in your house; Iwas your servant for fourteen years because of your daughters,
and for six years I kept your flock, and ten timeswasmy payment changed. 42 If the God of
my father, theGodofAbrahamand theFearof Isaac, hadnotbeenwithme, youwouldhave
sentme awaywith nothing inmyhands. But God has seenmy troubles and thework ofmy
hands, and this night he kept you back. 43Then Laban, answering, said, These women are
my daughters and these children my children, the flocks and all you see are mine: what
nowmay I do formy daughters and for their children? 44Come, let usmake an agreement,
you and I; and let it be for awitness between us. 45Then Jacob took a stone and put it up as
a pillar. 46And Jacob said to his people, Get stones together; and they did so; and they had
ameal there by the stones. 47And the name Laban gave it was Jegar-sahadutha: but Jacob
gave it the name of Galeed. 48AndLaban said, These stones are awitness between you and
me today. For this reason its name was Galeed, 49And Mizpah, for he said, May the Lord
keepwatch on uswhenwe are unable to see one another's doings. 50 If you are cruel tomy
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daughters, or if you take other wives in addition to my daughters, then though no man is
there to see, God will be the witness between us. 51And Laban said, See these stones and
this pillar which I have put between you and me; 52They will be witness that I will not go
over these stones to you, and you will not go over these stones or this pillar to me, for any
evil purpose. 53May the God of Abraham and the God of Nahor, the God of their father, be
our judge. Then Jacob took an oath by the Fear of his father Isaac. 54And Jacob made an
offering on the mountain, and gave orders to his people to take food: so they had a meal
and took their rest that night on the mountain. 55And early in the morning Laban, after
kissing and blessing his daughters, went on his way back to his country.

32
1 And on his way Jacob came face to face with the angels of God. 2 And when he saw

them he said, This is the army of God: so he gave that place the name ofMahanaim. 3Now
Jacob sent servants beforehim toEsau, his brother, in the landof Seir, the country of Edom;
4And he gave them orders to say these words to Esau: Your servant Jacob says, Till now I
havebeen livingwithLaban: 5And I have oxenandasses andflocks andmen-servants and
women-servants: and I have sent to give my lord news of these things so that I may have
grace in his eyes. 6When the servants came back they said, We have seen your brother
Esau and he is coming out to you, and four hundred men with him. 7 Then Jacob was in
great fear and trouble of mind: and he put all the people and the flocks and the herds and
the camels into two groups; 8 And said, If Esau, meeting one group, makes an attack on
them, the others will get away safely. 9Then Jacob said, O God of my father Abraham, the
God of my father Isaac, the Lord who said to me, Go back to your country and your family
and I will be good to you: 10 I am less than nothing in comparison with all your mercies
and your faith tome your servant; for with onlymy stick inmy hand Iwent across Jordan,
and now I have become two armies. 11Be my saviour from the hand of Esau, my brother:
formy fear is that hewill make an attack onme, putting to deathmother and child. 12And
you said, Truly, I will be good to you, and make your seed like the sand of the sea which
may not be numbered. 13Then he put up his tent there for the night; and from among his
goodshe took, as anoffering forhis brotherEsau, 14Twohundred she-goats and twentyhe-
goats, two hundred females and twenty males from the sheep, 15Thirty camels with their
young ones, forty cows, ten oxen, twenty asses, and ten young asses. 16These he gave to his
servants, every herd by itself, and he said to his servants, Go on before me, and let there
be a space between one herd and another. 17And he gave orders to the first, saying, When
my brother Esau comes to you and says,Whose servant are you, andwhere are you going,
andwhose are these herds? 18Then say to him, These are your servant Jacob's; they are an
offering for my lord, for Esau; and he himself is coming after us. 19And he gave the same
orders to the second and the third and to all those who were with the herds, saying, This
is what you are to say to Esau when you see him; 20And you are to say further, Jacob, your
servant, is coming after us. For he said to himself, Iwill take awayhiswrath by the offering
which I have sent on, and then I will come before him: it may be that I will have grace in
his eyes. 21So the servants with the offeringswent on in front, and he himself took his rest
that night in the tents with his people. 22And in the night he got up, and taking with him
his twowives and the two servant-women and his eleven children, he went over the river
Jabbok. 23He took them and sent them over the streamwith all he had. 24Then Jacob was
by himself; and a man was fighting with him till dawn. 25But when the man saw that he
was not able to overcome Jacob, he gave him a blow in the hollow part of his leg, so that
his leg was damaged. 26And he said to him, Let me go now, for the dawn is near. But Jacob
said, I will not let you go till you have givenme your blessing. 27Then he said,What is your
name? Andhe said, Jacob. 28Andhe said, Your namewill no longer be Jacob, but Israel: for
in your fight with God andwithmen you have overcome. 29Then Jacob said, What is your
name? And he said, What is my name to you? Then he gave him a blessing. 30And Jacob
gave that place the nameof Peniel, saying, I have seenGod face to face, and still I am living.
31And while he was going past Peniel, the sun came up. And he went with unequal steps
because of his damaged leg. 32For this reason the children of Israel, even today, never take
thatmuscle in the hollow of the leg as food, because the hollow of Jacob's leg was touched.

33
1 Then Jacob, lifting up his eyes, saw Esau coming with his four hundred men. So he

made a division of the children between Leah and Rachel and the two women-servants.
2He put the servants and their children in front, Leah and her children after them, and
Rachel and Joseph at the back. 3 And he himself, going before them, went down on his
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face to the earth seven times till he came near his brother. 4 Then Esau came running up
to him, and folding him in his arms, gave him a kiss: and the two of themwere overcome
with weeping. 5Then Esau, lifting up his eyes, saw the women and the children, and said,
Who are these with you? And he said, The children whom God in his mercy has given to
your servant. 6 Then the servants and their children came near, and went down on their
faces. 7And Leah came near with her children, and then Joseph and Rachel, and they did
the same. 8 And he said, What were all those herds which I saw on the way? And Jacob
said, They were an offering so that I might have grace in my lord's eyes. 9But Esau said, I
have enough; keep what is yours, my brother, for yourself. 10And Jacob said, Not so; but if
I have grace in your eyes, take them as a sign of my love, for I have seen your face as one
may see the face ofGod, andyouhavebeenpleasedwithme. 11Takemyoffering then,with
my blessing; for God has been very good tome and I have enough: so at his strong request,
he took it. 12And he said, Let us go on our journey together, and I will go in front. 13 But
Jacob said, My lord may see that the children are only small, and there are young ones in
my flocks and herds: one day's over-driving will be the destruction of all the flock. 14Do
you,my lord, go onbefore your servant; Iwill comeon slowly, at the rate atwhich the cattle
and the children are able to go, till I come to my lord at Seir. 15And Esau said, Then keep
some of my men with you. And he said, What need is there for that, if my lord is pleased
withme? 16So Esau, turning back that day, went on hisway to Seir. 17And Jacobwent on to
Succoth, where hemade a house for himself and put up tents for his cattle: for this reason
the place was named Succoth. 18 So Jacob came safely from Paddan-aram to the town of
Shechem in the land of Canaan, and put up his tents near the town. 19And for a hundred
bits ofmoneyhe got from the children ofHamor, the builder of Shechem, thefield inwhich
he had put up his tents. 20And there he put up an altar, naming it El, the God of Israel.

34
1Now Dinah, the daughter whom Leah had by Jacob, went out to see the women of that

country. 2Andwhen Shechem, the son of Hamor the Hivite whowas the chief of that land,
sawher, he tookherby force andhad connectionwithher. 3Thenhis heartwent out in love
toDinah, thedaughterof Jacob, andhe said comfortingwords toher. 4AndShechemsaid to
Hamor, his father, Getme this girl formywife. 5Now Jacobhadword ofwhat Shechemhad
done to his daughter; but his sonswere in the fieldswith the cattle, and Jacob said nothing
till they came. 6 Then Hamor, the father of Shechem, came out to have a talk with Jacob.
7Now the sons of Jacob came in from the fields when they had news of it, and they were
wounded andvery angry because of the shamehehaddone in Israel byhaving connection
with Jacob's daughter; and they said, Such a thing is not to be done. 8 But Hamor said to
them, Shechem, my son, is full of desire for your daughter: will you then give her to him
for a wife? 9 And let our two peoples be joined together; give your daughters to us, and
take our daughters for yourselves. 10Go on living with us, and the country will be open to
you; do trade and get property there. 11And Shechem said to her father and her brothers,
If youwill give ear tomy request, whatever you say Iwill give to you. 12However great you
make thebride-price andpayment, Iwill give it; only letmehave the girl formywife. 13But
the sons of Jacob gave a false answer to Shechem and Hamor his father, because of what
had been done to Dinah their sister. 14 And they said, It is not possible for us to give our
sister to one who is without circumcision, for that would be a cause of shame to us: 15But
on this condition only will we come to an agreement with you: if every male among you
becomes like us and undergoes circumcision; 16 Then we will give our daughters to you
and take your daughters to us and go on living with you as one people. 17 But if you will
not undergo circumcision as we say, then we will take our daughter and go. 18And their
wordswere pleasing toHamor andhis son Shechem. 19Andwithout loss of time the young
man did as they said, because he had delight in Jacob's daughter, and hewas the noblest of
his father's house. 20ThenHamor and Shechem, his son,went to themeeting-place of their
town, and said to the men of the town, 21 It is the desire of these men to be at peace with
us; let them then go on living in this country and doing trade here, for the country is wide
open before them; let us take their daughters as wives and let us give them our daughters.
22 But these men will make an agreement with us to go on living with us and to become
one people, only on the condition that every male among us undergoes circumcision as
they have done. 23 Then will not their cattle and their goods and all their beasts be ours?
so let us come to an agreement with them so that they may go on living with us. 24 Then
all the men of the town gave ear to the words of Hamor and Shechem his son; and every
male in the townunderwent circumcision. 25But on the third day after, before thewounds
were well, two of the sons of Jacob, Simeon and Levi, Dinah's brothers, took their swords
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and came into the town by surprise and put all the males to death. 26And Hamor and his
son they put to deathwith the sword, and they tookDinah fromShechem's house andwent
away. 27And the sonsof Jacobcameon themwhen theywerewoundedandmadewaste the
townbecauseofwhathadbeendone to their sister; 28They took theirflocksand theirherds
and their asses and everything in their town and in their fields, 29And all their wealth and
all their little ones and their wives; everything in their houses they took and made them
waste. 30And Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, You havemade trouble forme and givenme a
bad name among the people of this country, among the Canaanites and the Perizzites: and
becausewe are small in number theywill come together againstme andmakewar onme;
and it will be the end of me and all my people. 31But they said, Were we to let him make
use of our sister as a loose woman?

35
1And God said to Jacob, Go up now to Beth-el andmake your living-place there: and put

up an altar there to the God who came to you when you were in flight from your brother
Esau. 2Then Jacob said to all his people, Put away the strange gods which are among you,
and make yourselves clean, and put on a change of clothing: 3And let us go up to Beth-el:
and there I will make an altar to God, who gave me an answer in the day of my trouble,
and was with me wherever I went. 4 Then they gave to Jacob all the strange gods which
they had, and the rings whichwere in their ears; and Jacob put them away under the holy
tree at Shechem. 5 So they went on their journey: and the fear of God was on the towns
round about, so that they made no attack on the sons of Jacob. 6 And Jacob came to Luz
in the land of Canaan (which is the same as Beth-el), he and all his people. 7And there he
made an altar, naming the place El-beth-el: because it was there he had the vision of God
when he was in flight from his brother. 8And Deborah, the servant who had taken care of
Rebekah from her birth, came to her end, and was put to rest near Beth-el, under the holy
tree: and they gave it the name of Allon-bacuth. 9Now when Jacob was on his way from
Paddan-aram, God came to him again and, blessing him, said, 10 Jacob is your name, but it
will be so no longer; from now your name will be Israel; so he was named Israel. 11And
God said to him, I am God, the Ruler of all: be fertile, and have increase; a nation, truly
a group of nations, will come from you, and kings will be your offspring; 12And the land
which I gave to Abraham and Isaac, I will give to you; and to your seed after you I will give
the land. 13Then God went up from him in the place where he had been talking with him.
14And Jacobputupapillar in theplacewherehehadbeen talkingwithGod, andputadrink
offering on it, and oil. 15Andhe gave to the placewhereGodhadbeen talkingwithhim, the
name of Beth-el. 16 So they went on from Beth-el; and while they were still some distance
fromEphrath, the pains of birth came onRachel and she had a hard time. 17Andwhen her
pain was very great, the womanwhowas helping her said, Have no fear; for now youwill
have another son. 18And in the hour when her life went from her (for death came to her),
she gave the child the name Ben-oni: but his father gave him the name of Benjamin. 19 So
Rachel came to her end and was put to rest on the road to Ephrath (which is Beth-lehem).
20And Jacob put up a pillar on her resting-place; which is named, The Pillar of the resting-
place of Rachel, to this day. 21And Israel went journeying on and put up his tents on the
other side of the tower of the flock. 22Nowwhile they were living in that country, Reuben
had connectionwith Bilhah, his father's servant-woman: and Israel had news of it. 23Now
Jacob had twelve sons: the sons of Leah: Reuben, Jacob's first son, and Simeon and Levi
and Judah and Issachar and Zebulun; 24 The sons of Rachel: Joseph and Benjamin; 25 The
sons of Bilhah, Rachel's servant: Dan and Naphtali; 26 The sons of Zilpah, Leah's servant:
Gad and Asher; these are the sons whom Jacob had in Paddan-aram. 27And Jacob came to
his father Isaac at Mamre, at Kiriath-arba, that is, Hebron, where Abraham and Isaac had
been living. 28 And Isaac was a hundred and eighty years old. 29 Then Isaac came to his
end andwas put to restwith his father's people, an oldman after a long life: and Jacob and
Esau, his sons, put him in his last resting-place.

36
1 Now these are the generations of Esau, that is to say, Edom. 2 Esau's wives were

womenofCanaan: Adah, thedaughterofElon theHittite, andOholibamah, thedaughterof
Anah, the daughter of Zibeon the Hivite, 3And Basemath, Ishmael's daughter, the sister of
Nebaioth. 4Adah had a son Eliphaz; and Basemathwas themother of Reuel; 5Oholibamah
was the mother of Jeush, Jalam, and Korah; these are the sons of Esau, whose birth took
place in the land of Canaan. 6 Esau took his wives and his sons and his daughters, and
all the people of his house, and his beasts and his cattle and all his goods which he had got
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together in the land of Canaan, andwent into the land of Seir, away fromhis brother Jacob.
7For their wealth was so great that the land was not wide enough for the two of them and
all their cattle. 8 So Esau made his living-place in the hill-country of Seir (Esau is Edom).
9 And these are the generations of Esau, the father of the Edomites in the hill-country of
Seir: 10These are the names of Esau's sons: Eliphaz, the son of Esau'swife Adah, andReuel,
the son of Esau's wife Basemath. 11The sons of Eliphaz were Teman, Omar, Zepho, Gatam,
and Kenaz. 12And Eliphaz, the son of Esau, had connection with a woman named Timna,
who gave birth toAmalek: all thesewere the children of Esau'swife Adah. 13And these are
the sons of Reuel: Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, andMizzah: theywere the children of Esau's
wife Basemath. 14And these are the sons of Esau'swifeOholibamah, the daughter of Anah,
the daughter of Zibeon: she was the mother of Jeush, Jalam, and Korah. 15These were the
chiefs among the sons of Esau: the sons of Eliphaz, Esau's first son: Teman, Omar, Zepho,
Kenaz, 16Korah, Gatam, Amalek: all thesewere chiefs in the land of Edom, the offspring of
Eliphaz, the seed of Adah. 17 And these are the sons of Esau's son Reuel: Nahath, Zerah,
Shammah, Mizzah: these were the chiefs of Reuel in the land of Edom, the children of
Esau's wife Basemath. 18And these are the sons of Esau's wife Oholibamah: Jeush, Jalam,
and Korah: these were the chiefs who came from Esau's wife Oholibamah, daughter of
Anah. 19These were the sons of Esau (that is, Edom), and these were their chiefs. 20These
are the sonsof Seir theHoritewhowere living in that country; Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon,Anah,
21Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan: these are the chiefs of the Horites, offspring of Seir in the land
of Edom. 22The children of LotanwereHori andHemam; Lotan's sisterwas Timna. 23And
these are the children of Shobal: Alvan, Manahath, Ebal, Shepho, and Onam. 24And these
are the children of Zibeon: Aiah andAnah; that sameAnahwhomade the discovery of the
water-springs in the waste land, when he was looking after the asses of his father Zibeon.
25And these are the children of Anah: Dishon and Oholibamah his daughter. 26These are
the children of Dishon: Hemdan, Eshban, Ithran, and Keran. 27 These are the children of
Ezer: Bilhan, Zaavan, andAkan. 28These are the children of Dishan: Uz andAran. 29These
were the Horite chiefs: Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, 30 Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan. Such
were theHorite chiefs in their order in the landof Seir. 31And these are the kingswhowere
ruling in the land of Edom before there was any king over the children of Israel. 32 Bela,
son of Beor, was king in Edom, and the name of his chief town was Dinhabah. 33 At his
death, Jobab, son of Zerah of Bozrah, becameking in his place. 34Andat the death of Jobab,
Husham, fromthecountryof theTemanites, becameking inhisplace. 35Andat thedeathof
Husham, Hadad, son of Bedad, who overcame theMidianites in the field of Moab, became
king; his chief town was named Avith. 36And at the death of Hadad, Samlah of Masrekah
became king. 37And at the death of Samlah, Shaul of Rehoboth by the River became king
in his place. 38And at the death of Shaul, Baal-hanan, son of Achbor, became king. 39And
at the death of Baal-hanan, Hadar became king in his place; his chief town was named
Pau, and his wife's namewasMehetabel; she was the daughter of Matred, the daughter of
Me-zahab. 40 These are the names of the chiefs of Esau in the order of their families and
their places: Timna, Alvah, Jetheth, 41Oholibamah, Elah, Pinon, 42Kenaz, Teman, Mibzar,
43Magdiel, Iram; these are the Edomite chiefs, in their places in their heritage; this is Esau,
the father of the Edomites.

37
1Now Jacob was living in the land where his father hadmade a place for himself, in the

land of Canaan. 2 These are the generations of Jacob: Joseph, a boy seventeen years old,
was looking after the flock, together with his brothers, the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his
father's wives; and Joseph gave their father a bad account of them. 3Now the love which
Israel had for Joseph was greater than his love for all his other children, because he got
him when he was an old man: and he had a long coat made for him. 4 And because his
brothers saw that Josephwas dearer to his father than all the others, theywere full of hate
for him, and would not say a kind word to him. 5Now Joseph had a dream, and he gave
his brothers an account of it, which made their hate greater than ever. 6 And he said to
them, Letme give you the story ofmydream. 7Wewere in the field, getting the grain stems
together, and my grain kept upright, and yours came round and went down on the earth
beforemine. 8Andhis brothers said tohim,Areyou tobeourking? will youhaveauthority
over us? And because of his dream and his words, their hate for him became greater than
ever. 9 Then he had another dream, and gave his brothers an account of it, saying, I have
had another dream: the sun and the moon and eleven stars gave honour to me. 10And he
gave word of it to his father and his brothers; but his father protesting said, What sort of
a dream is this? am I and your mother and your brothers to go down on our faces to the
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earth before you? 11And his brothers were full of envy; but his father kept his words in
mind. 12Now his brothers went to keepwatch over their father's flock in Shechem. 13And
Israel said to Joseph, Are not your brothers with the flock in Shechem? come, I will send
you to them. And he said to him, Here am I. 14And he said to him, Go now, and see if your
brothers are well and how the flock is; then come back and give me word. So he sent him
out of the valley of Hebron, and he came to Shechem. 15And a man saw him wandering
in the country, and said to him, What are you looking for? 16And he said, I am looking for
my brothers; please give me word of where they are keeping their flock. 17And the man
said, They have gone away from here, for they said in my hearing, Let us go to Dothan. So
Joseph went after them and came up with them at Dothan. 18 But they saw him when he
was a long way off, and before he came near them they made a secret design against him
to put him to death; 19 Saying to one another, See, here comes this dreamer. 20Let us now
put him to death and put his body into one of these holes, andwewill say, An evil beast has
put him to death: then we will see what becomes of his dreams. 21 But Reuben, hearing
thesewords, got him out of their hands, saying, Let us not take his life. 22Do not put him to
a violent death, but let him be placed in one of the holes; this he said to keep him safe from
their hands, with the purpose of taking him back to his father again. 23 So when Joseph
came to his brothers, they took off his long coat which he had on; 24And they took him and
put him in the hole: now the hole had nowater in it. 25Then seating themselves, they took
their meal: and looking up, they saw a travelling band of Ishmaelites, coming fromGilead
on their way to Egypt, with spices and perfumes on their camels. 26And Judah said to his
brothers, What profit is there in putting our brother to death and covering up his blood?
27Let us give him to these Ishmaelites for a price, and let us not put violent hands on him,
for he is our brother, our flesh. And his brothers gave ear to him. 28And some traders from
Midian went by; so pulling Joseph up out of the hole, they gave him to the Ishmaelites for
twenty bits of silver, and they took him to Egypt. 29Now when Reuben came back to the
hole, Joseph was not there; and giving signs of grief, 30He went back to his brothers, and
said, The child is gone; what am I to do? 31Then they took Joseph's coat, and put on it some
of the blood from a young goat which they had put to death, 32And they took the coat to
their father, and said,We came across this; is it your son's coat or not? 33And he saw that it
was, and said, It is my son's coat; an evil beast has put him to death; without doubt Joseph
has come to a cruel end. 34Then Jacob, giving signs of grief, put on haircloth, and went on
weeping for his son day after day. 35 And all his sons and all his daughters came to give
him comfort, but he would not be comforted, saying with weeping, I will go down to the
underworld to my son. So great was his father's sorrow for him. 36And in Egypt the men
of Midian gave him for a price to Potiphar, a captain of high position in Pharaoh's house.

38
1Nowat that time, Judahwent away fromhis brothers andbecame the friendof amanof

AdullamnamedHirah. 2And there he saw the daughter of a certainmanof Canaannamed
Shua, and took her as his wife. 3And she gave birth to a son, and he gave him the name Er.
4Andagain shegavebirth toa son, andhegavehimthenameOnan. 5Thenshehadanother
son, towhomshegave thenameShelah; shewas at Chezibwhen thebirth tookplace. 6And
Judah took a wife for his first son Er, and her name was Tamar. 7Now Er, Judah's first son,
did evil in the eyes of the Lord, so that he put him to death. 8Then Judah said toOnan, Go in
to your brother's wife and dowhat it is right for a husband's brother to do; make her your
wife and get offspring for your brother. 9But Onan, seeing that the offspring would not be
his, went in to his brother's wife, but let his seed go on to the earth, so that hemight not get
offspring for his brother. 10Andwhat he did was evil in the eyes of the Lord, so that he put
him to death, like his brother. 11Then Judah said to Tamar, his daughter-in-law, Go back to
your father's house andkeep yourself as awidow tillmy son Shelah becomes aman: for he
had inhismind the thought that deathmight come tohimas it had come tohis brothers. So
Tamar went back to her father's house. 12And after a time, Bath-shua, Judah's wife, came
to her end; and after Judah was comforted for her loss, he went to Timnah, where they
were cutting thewool of his sheep, and his friend Hirah of Adullamwent with him. 13And
when Tamar had news that her father-in-lawwas going up to Timnah to the wool-cutting,
14 She took off her widow's clothing, and covering herself with her veil, she took her seat
near Enaim on the road to Timnah; for she saw that Shelah was now a man, but she had
not been made his wife. 15When Judah saw her he took her to be a loose woman of the
town, because her face was covered. 16And turning to her by the roadside, he said to her,
Let me come in to you; for he had no idea that she was his daughter-in-law. And she said,
What will you give me as my price? 17And he said, I will give you a young goat from the
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flock. And she said, What will you give me as a sign till you send it? 18And he said, What
would you have? And she said, Your ring and its cord and the stick in your hand. So he
gave them to her andwent in to her, and she becamewith child by him. 19Then she got up
and went away and took off her veil and put on her widow's clothing. 20 Then Judah sent
his friendHirahwith the young goat, to get back the things which he had given as a sign to
the woman: but shewas not there. 21And he put questions to themen of the place, saying,
Where is the loose woman who was in Enaim by the wayside? And they said, There was
no such woman there. 22 So he went back to Judah, and said, I have not seen her, and the
men of the place say that there is no suchwoman there. 23And Judah said, Let her keep the
things, so thatwemaynot be shamed; I sent the younggoat, but youdidnot see thewoman.
24Nowabout threemonths after this, word came to Judah that Tamar, his daughter-in-law,
had been acting like a loose woman and was with child. And Judah said, Take her out and
let her be burned. 25 And while she was being taken out, she sent word to her father-in-
law, saying, The man whose property these things are, is the father of my child: say then,
whose are this ring and this cord and this stick? 26Then Judah said openly that they were
his, and said, She ismore upright than I am, for I did not give her to Shelahmy son. And he
had no more connection with her. 27And when the time came for her to give birth, it was
clear that there were two children in her body. 28And while she was in the act of giving
birth, one of them put out his hand; and the woman who was with her put a red thread
round his hand, saying, This one came out first. 29 But then he took his hand back again,
and his brother came first to birth: and the woman said,What an opening you havemade
for yourself! SohewasnamedPerez. 30And thenhis brother cameout,with the red thread
round his hand, and he was named Zerah.

39
1 Now Joseph was taken down to Egypt; and Potiphar the Egyptian, a captain of high

position in Pharaoh's house, got him for a price from the Ishmaelites who had taken him
there. 2And theLordwaswith Joseph, andhedidwell; andhewas living in thehouse of his
master the Egyptian. 3And hismaster saw that the Lordwaswith him,making everything
he did go well. 4 And having a high opinion of Joseph as his servant, he made him the
overseer of his house and gave him control over all he had. 5 And from the time when
he made him overseer and gave him control of all his property, the blessing of the Lord
waswith the Egyptian, because of Joseph; the blessing of the Lordwas on all he had, in the
house and in the field. 6And he gave Joseph control of all his property, keeping no account
of anything, but only the food which was put before him. Now Joseph was very beautiful
in form and face. 7And after a time, his master's wife, looking on Joseph with desire, said
to him, Be my lover. 8But he would not, and said to her, You see that my master keeps no
account of what I do in his house, and has put all his property in my control; 9 So that no
one has more authority in this house than I have; he has kept nothing back from me but
you, because you are his wife; how then may I do this great wrong, sinning against God?
10 And day after day she went on requesting Joseph to come to her and be her lover, but
he would not give ear to her. 11Now one day he went into the house to do his work; and
not one of themen of the housewas inside. 12And pulling at his coat, she said, Come tomy
bed; but slipping out of his coat, he went running away. 13And when she saw that he had
got away, letting her keep his coat, 14 She sent for the men of her house and said to them,
See, he has let a Hebrew come here andmake sport of us; he came to my bed, and I gave a
loud cry; 15And hearing it he went running out without his coat. 16And she kept his coat
by her, till hismaster came back. 17Then she gave him the same story, saying, The Hebrew
servant whom you have taken into our house came in to make sport of me; 18And when
I gave a loud cry he went running out without his coat. 19And hearing his wife's account
of what his servant had done, he became very angry. 20And Joseph's master took him and
put him in prison, in the place where the king's prisoners were kept in chains, and he was
there in the prison-house. 21But the Lordwaswith Joseph, andwas good to him, andmade
the keeper of the prison his friend. 22 And the keeper of the prison put all the prisoners
under Joseph's control, and he was responsible for whatever was done there. 23And the
keeper of the prison gave no attention to anything which was under his care, because the
Lord was with him; and the Lordmade everything he did go well.

40
1Now after these things the chief servant who had the care of the wine, and the chief

bread-maker in Pharaoh's house, did something against Pharaoh's orders; 2And Pharaoh
was angry with his two servants, with the chief wine-servant and the chief bread-maker;
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3And he put them in prison under the care of the captain of the army, in the same prison
where Joseph himself was shut up. 4And the captain put them in Joseph's care, and he did
what was needed for them; and they were kept in prison for some time. 5And these two
had a dream on the same night; the chief wine-servant and the chief bread-maker of the
king of Egypt, whowere in prison, the two of them had dreamswith a special sense. 6And
in the morning when Joseph came to them he saw that they were looking sad. 7 And he
said to the servants of Pharaohwhowere in prisonwith him,Why are you looking so sad?
8Then they said to him,We have had a dream, and no one is able to give us the sense. And
Joseph said, Does not the sense of dreams come from God? what was your dream? 9Then
the chief wine-servant gave Joseph an account of his dream, and said, Inmy dream I saw a
vine beforeme; 10And on the vinewere three branches; and it seemed as if it put out buds
and flowers, and from them came grapes ready for cutting. 11And Pharaoh's cup was in
my hand, and I took the grapes and crushing them into Pharaoh's cup, gave the cup into
Pharaoh's hand. 12 Then Joseph said, This is the sense of your dream: the three branches
are threedays; 13After threedaysPharaohwill giveyouhonour, andputyouback intoyour
place, and you will give him his cup as you did before, when you were his wine-servant.
14 But keep me in mind when things go well for you, and be good to me and say a good
word for me to Pharaoh and get me out of this prison: 15 For truly I was taken by force
from the land of the Hebrews; and I have done nothing for which I might be put in prison.
16Now when the chief bread-maker saw that the first dream had a good sense, he said to
Joseph, I had a dream; and in my dream there were three baskets of white bread on my
head; 17 And in the top basket were all sorts of cooked meats for Pharaoh; and the birds
were taking them out of the baskets on my head. 18 Then Joseph said, This is the sense of
your dream: the three baskets are three days; 19After three days Pharaohwill take you out
of prison, hanging you on a tree, so that your flesh will be food for birds. 20Now the third
day was Pharaoh's birthday, and he gave a feast for all his servants; and he gave honour
to the chief wine-servant and the chief bread-maker among the others. 21And he put the
chiefwine-servantback inhis oldplace; andhegave the cup intoPharaoh'shand. 22But the
chief bread-makerwasput to deathbyhanging, as Josephhad said. 23But thewine-servant
did not keep Joseph inmind or give a thought to him.

41
1Now after two years had gone by, Pharaoh had a dream; and in his dream he was by

the side of the Nile; 2And out of the Nile came seven cows, good-looking and fat, and their
food was the river-grass. 3 And after them seven other cows came out of the Nile, poor-
looking and thin; and they were by the side of the other cows. 4And the seven thin cows
made a meal of the seven fat cows. Then Pharaoh came out of his sleep. 5But he went to
sleep again and had a second dream, in which he saw seven heads of grain, full and good,
all on one stem. 6And after them came up seven other heads, thin and wasted by the east
wind. 7And the seven thin heads made ameal of the good heads. And when Pharaoh was
awake he saw it was a dream. 8And in the morning his spirit was troubled; and he sent
for all the wise men of Egypt and all the holy men, and put his dream before them, but no
onewas able to give him the sense of it. 9Then the chief wine-servant said to Pharaoh, The
memory of my sin comes back to me now; 10 Pharaoh had been angry with his servants,
and had put me in prison in the house of the captain of the army, together with the chief
bread-maker; 11 And we had a dream on the same night, the two of us, and the dreams
had a special sense. 12And there was with us a young Hebrew, the captain's servant, and
when we put our dreams before him, he gave us the sense of them. 13And it came about
as he said: I was put back in my place, and the bread-maker was put to death by hanging.
14 Then Pharaoh sent for Joseph, and they took him quickly out of prison; and when his
hair had been cut and his dress changed, he came before Pharaoh. 15And Pharaoh said to
Joseph, I have had a dream, and no one is able to give me the sense of it; now it has come
tomy ears that you are able to give the sense of a dreamwhen it is put before you. 16Then
Joseph said, Without God there will be no answer of peace for Pharaoh. 17 Then Pharaoh
said, In my dream I was by the side of the Nile: 18And out of the Nile came seven cows, fat
and good-looking, and their foodwas the river-grass; 19Then after them came seven other
cows, very thin and poor-looking, worse than any I ever saw in the land of Egypt; 20And
the thin cowsmade ameal of the seven fat cowswho cameupfirst; 21And evenwith the fat
cows inside them they seemedasbadasbefore. And so I cameout ofmy sleep. 22Andagain
in a dream I saw seven heads of grain, full and good, coming up on one stem: 23And then
I saw seven other heads, dry, thin, and wasted by the east wind, coming up after them:
24 And the seven thin heads made a meal of the seven good heads; and I put this dream
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before thewisemen, but not one of themwas able to giveme the sense of it. 25Then Joseph
said, These two dreams have the same sense: God has made clear to Pharaoh what he is
about to do. 26 The seven fat cows are seven years, and the seven good heads of grain are
seven years: the two have the same sense. 27 The seven thin and poor-looking cows who
came up after them are seven years; and the seven heads of grain, dry and wasted by the
east wind, are seven years when there will be no food. 28As I said to Pharaoh before, God
has made clear to him what he is about to do. 29 Seven years are coming in which there
will be great wealth of grain in Egypt; 30And after that will come seven years when there
will not be enough food; and thememory of the good years will go frommen's minds; and
the landwill bemadewaste by the bad years; 31Andmenwill have nomemory of the good
time because of the needwhich will come after, for it will be very bitter. 32And this dream
came to Pharaoh twice, because this thing is certain, and God will quickly make it come
about. 33And now let Pharaohmake search for a man of wisdom and good sense, and put
him in authority over the land of Egypt. 34Let Pharaoh do this, and let him put overseers
over the land of Egypt to put in store a fifth part of the produce of the land in the good
years. 35 And let them get together all the food in those good years and make a store of
grain under Pharaoh's control for the use of the towns, and let them keep it. 36And let that
food be kept in store for the land till the seven bad years which are to come in Egypt; so
that the land may not come to destruction through need of food. 37And this seemed good
to Pharaoh and to all his servants. 38 Then Pharaoh said to his servants, Where may we
get such a man as this, a man in whom is the spirit of God? 39And Pharaoh said to Joseph,
Seeing that God has made all this clear to you, there is no other man of such wisdom and
good sense as you: 40 You, then, are to be over my house, and all my people will be ruled
by your word: only as king will I be greater than you. 41And Pharaoh said to Joseph, See,
I have put you over all the land of Egypt. 42 Then Pharaoh took off his ring from his hand
and put it on Joseph's hand, and he had him clothed with the best linen, and put a chain
of gold round his neck; 43 And he made him take his seat in the second of his carriages;
and they went before him crying, Make way! So he made him ruler over all the land of
Egypt. 44Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, I am Pharaoh; andwithout your order nomanmay
do anything in all the land of Egypt. 45And Pharaoh gave Joseph the name of Zaphnath-
paaneah; and he gave him Asenath, the daughter of Poti-phera, the priest of On, to be his
wife. So Joseph went through all the land of Egypt. 46 Now Joseph was thirty years old
when he came before Pharaoh, king of Egypt. And Josephwent out frombefore the face of
Pharaoh and went through all the land of Egypt. 47Now in the seven good years the earth
gave fruit inmasses. 48And Joseph got together all the food of those seven years, andmade
a store of food in the towns: the produce of the fields round every town was stored up in
the town. 49 So he got together a store of grain like the sand of the sea; so great a store that
after a timehegaveupmeasuring it, for itmightnot bemeasured. 50Andbefore the timeof
need, Josephhad two sons, towhomAsenath, the daughter of Poti-phera, priest ofOn, gave
birth. 51And to the first he gave the nameManasseh, for he said, God has taken away from
me all memory of my hard life and of my father's house. 52And to the second he gave the
name Ephraim, for he said, God has givenme fruit in the land of my sorrow. 53And so the
seven good years in Egypt came to an end. 54Then came the first of the seven years of need
as Josephhad said: and in every other land theywere short of food; but in the landof Egypt
there was bread. 55And when all the land of Egypt was in need of food, the people came
crying to Pharaoh for bread; and Pharaoh said to the people, Go to Joseph, and whatever
he says to you, do it. 56And everywhere on the earth they were short of food; then Joseph,
opening all his store-houses, gave the people of Egypt grain for money; so great was the
need of food in the land of Egypt. 57And all lands sent to Egypt, to Joseph, to get grain, for
the need was great over all the earth.

42
1Now Jacob, hearing that therewas grain in Egypt, said to his sons,Why are you looking

at one another? 2And he said, I have had news that there is grain in Egypt: go down there
and get grain for us, so that life and not deathmay be ours. 3So Joseph's ten brothers went
down to get grain from Egypt. 4 But Jacob did not send Benjamin, Joseph's brother, with
them, for fear, as he said, that some evil might come to him. 5And the sons of Israel came
with all the others to get grain: for they were very short of food in the land of Canaan.
6Now Joseph was ruler over all the land, and it was he who gave out the grain to all the
people of the land; and Joseph's brothers came before him and went down on their faces
to the earth. 7And when Joseph saw his brothers, it was clear to him who they were, but
he made himself strange to them, and talking roughly to them, said, Where do you come
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from? And they said, From the land of Canaan, to get food. 8Now though Joseph saw that
these were his brothers, they had no idea who he was. 9 Then the memory of his dreams
about them came back to Joseph, and he said to them, You have come secretly to see how
poor the land is. 10And they said to him, Not so, my lord: your servants have come with
money to get food. 11We are all one man's sons, we are true men; we have not come with
any secret purpose. 12Andhe said to them,No, but youhave come to see howpoor the land
is. 13Then they said, We your servants are twelve brothers, sons of oneman in the land of
Canaan; the youngest of us is now with our father, and one is dead. 14And Joseph said, It
is as I said; you have come with some secret purpose; 15 But in this way will you be put
to the test: by the life of Pharaoh, you will not go away from this place till your youngest
brother comes here. 16 Send one of your number to get your brother, and the rest of you
will be kept in prison, so that your wordsmay be tested to see if you are true; if not, by the
life of Pharaoh, your purpose is certainly secret. 17So he put them in prison for three days.
18And on the third day Joseph said to them, Do this, if you would keep your lives: for I am
a god-fearing man: 19 If you are true men, let one of you be kept in prison, while you go
and take grain for the needs of your families; 20And come back to me with your youngest
brother, so that your words may be seen to be true, and you will not be put to death. This
is what you are to do. 21And they said to one another, Truly, we did wrong to our brother,
forwe sawhis grief ofmind, andwe did not give ear to his prayers; that is why this trouble
has come on us. 22And Reuben said to them, Did I not say to you, Do the child no wrong?
but you gave no attention; so now, punishment has come on us for his blood. 23Theywere
not conscious that the sense of their words was clear to Joseph, for he had been talking to
them through onewho had knowledge of their language. 24And turning away from them,
he was overcome with weeping; then he went on talking to them again and took Simeon
and put chains on him before their eyes. 25 Then Joseph gave orders for their bags to be
made full of grain, and for every man's money to be put back into his bag, and for food
to be given them for the journey: which was done. 26 Then they put the bags of grain on
their asses and went away. 27Now at their night's resting-place one of them, opening his
bag to give his ass some food, saw his money in the mouth of the bag. 28And he said to his
brothers, My money has been given back: it is in my bag; then their hearts became full of
fear, and turning to one another they said, What is this which God has done to us? 29 So
when they came to Jacob their father, in the land of Canaan, they gave him an account of
all their experiences, saying, 30Themanwho is the ruler of the country was roughwith us
and put us in prison, saying that we had come with a secret evil purpose. 31And we said
to him, We are true men, we have no evil designs; 32We are twelve brothers, sons of our
father; one is dead, and the youngest is nowwith our father in the land of Canaan. 33And
the ruler of the land said, In this way Imay be certain that you are truemen; let one of you
be kept here with me, while you go and take grain for the needs of your families; 34And
come back tomewith your youngest brother: then I will be certain that you are truemen,
and I will give your brother back to you and let you do trade in the land. 35Andwhen they
took the grain out of their bags, it was seen that every man's parcel of money was in his
bag; and when they and their father saw the money, they were full of fear. 36 And Jacob
their father said to them, You have takenmy children fromme: Joseph is gone and Simeon
is gone, and nowyouwould take Benjamin away; all these things have come onme. 37And
Reuben said, Put my two sons to death if I do not come back to you with him; let him be in
my care and I will give him safely back to you. 38And he said, I will not let my son go down
with you; for his brother is dead and he is all I have: if evil overtakes him on the journey,
then through youwill my grey head go down to the underworld in sorrow.

43
1Now the land was in bitter need of food. 2And when the grain which they had got in

Egypt was all used up, their father said to them, Go again and get us a little food. 3 And
Judah said to him, The man said to us with an oath, You are not to come before me again
without your brother. 4 If youwill let our brother gowith us, wewill go down and get food:
5But if you will not send him, we will not go down: for the man said to us, You are not to
come before me if your brother is not with you. 6And Israel said, Why were you so cruel
to me as to say to him that you had a brother? 7And they said, The man put a number of
questions to us about ourselves and our family, saying, Is your father still living? have you
another brother? And we had to give him answers; howwere we to have any idea that he
would say, Come back with your brother? 8 Then Judah said to Israel, his father, Send the
boy with me, and let us be up and going, so that we and you and our little ones may not
come to destruction. 9 Put him into my care and make me responsible for him: if I do not
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give him safely back to you, let mine be the sin for ever. 10Truly, if we had not let the time
go by, wemight have come back again by now. 11Then their father Israel said to them, If it
has to be so, then do this: take of the best fruits of the land in your vessels to give theman,
perfumes and honey and spices and nuts: 12And take twice asmuchmoneywith you; that
is to say, take back the money which was put in your bags, for it may have been an error;
13And take your brother and go back to theman: 14AndmayGod, the Ruler of all, give you
mercy before the man, so that he may give you back your other brother and Benjamin.
If my children are to be taken from me; there is no help for it. 15 So they took what their
father said for theman, and twice asmuchmoney in their hands, and Benjamin, andwent
on their journey to Egypt, and came before Joseph. 16And when Joseph saw Benjamin, he
said to his chief servant, Take these men into my house, and make ready a meal, for they
will take food with me in the middle of the day. 17And the servant did as Joseph said, and
took the men into Joseph's house. 18Now themenwere full of fear because they had been
taken into Joseph's house and they said, It is because of the money which was put back in
our bags the first time; he is looking for something against us, so that he may come down
on us and take us and our asses for his use. 19 So they went up to Joseph's chief servant at
the door of the house, 20And said, Omy lord, we only came down the first time to get food;
21And when we came to our night's resting-place, on opening our bags we saw that every
man'smoneywas in themouth of his bag, all ourmoney in fullweight: andwehave itwith
us to give it back; 22As well as more money, with which to get food: we have no idea who
put ourmoney in our bags. 23Then the servant said, Peace bewith you: have no fear: your
God, even the God of your father, has put wealth in your bags for you: I had your money.
Then he let Simeon come out to them. 24And the servant took them into Joseph's house,
and gave them water for washing their feet; and he gave their asses food. 25And they got
ready the things for Joseph before he came in the middle of the day: for word was given
to them that they were to have a meal there. 26And when Joseph came in, they gave him
the things which they had for him, andwent down to the earth before him. 27And he said,
How are you? is your father well, the old man of whom you were talking to me? is he still
living? 28And they said, Your servant, our father, is well, he is still living. And they went
down on their faces before him. 29Then, lifting up his eyes, he saw Benjamin, his brother,
his mother's son, and he said, Is this your youngest brother of whom you gave me word?
Andhe said, Godbe good to you,my son. 30Then Joseph's heartwent out to his brother, and
he went quickly into his room, for he was overcomewith weeping. 31Then, after washing
his face, he came out, and controlling his feelings said, Put food before us. 32And they put
a meal ready for him by himself, and for them by themselves, and for the Egyptians who
werewith himby themselves; because the Egyptiansmay not take foodwith theHebrews,
for that would make them unclean. 33 And they were all given their seats before him in
order of birth, from the oldest to the youngest: so that theywere looking at one another in
wonder. 34And Joseph sent food to them from his table, but he sent five times as much to
Benjamin as to any of the others. And they took wine freely with him.

44
1 Then he gave orders to the servant who was over his house, saying, Put as much food

into the men's bags as will go into them, and put every man's money in the mouth of his
bag; 2 And put my cup, my silver cup, in the youngest one's bag, with his money. So he
did as Joseph said. 3And at dawn the men, with their asses, were sent away. 4And when
they had gone only a littleway out of the town, Joseph said to the servantwhowas over his
house, Goafter them; andwhenyouovertake them, say to them,Whyhaveyoudoneevil in
reward for good? 5 Is not this the cup fromwhichmy lord takeswine and bywhich he gets
knowledge of the future? Truly, you have done evil. 6 So he overtook them and said these
words to them. 7And they said to him,Why doesmy lord say suchwords as these? far be it
fromyour servants to do such a thing: 8See, themoneywhichwas in themouth of our bags
we gave back to you whenwe came again from Canaan: how thenmight we take silver or
gold fromyour lord's house? 9 If it comes to light that any of your servants has done this, let
himbe put to death, andwewill be your lord's servants. 10Andhe said, Let it be as you say:
he inwhose bag it is seenwill becomemy servant; and youwill not be responsible. 11Then
every man quickly got his bag down and undid it. 12And he made a search, starting with
the oldest and ending with the youngest; and the cup was in Benjamin's bag. 13 Then in
bitter grief they put the bags on the asses again andwent back to the town. 14So Judah and
his brothers came to Joseph's house; and he was still there: and they went down on their
faces before him. 15And Joseph said, What is this thing which you have done? had you no
thought that such a man as I would have power to see what is secret? 16And Judah said,
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What arewe to say tomy lord? howmaywe put ourselves right in his eyes? God hasmade
clear the sin of your servants: now we are in your hands, we and the man in whose bag
your cup was seen. 17 Then he said, Far be it from me to do so: but the man who had my
cup will be my servant; and you may go back to your father in peace. 18Then Judah came
near him, and said, Let your servant say a word in my lord's ears, and let not your wrath
be burning against your servant: for you are in the place of Pharaoh to us. 19My lord said
to his servants, Have you a father or a brother? 20 And we said to my lord, We have an
old father and a young child, whom he had when he was old; his brother is dead and he is
the only son of his mother, and is very dear to his father. 21And you said to your servants,
Let him come down to me with you, so that I may see him. 22And we said to my lord, His
father will not let him go; for if he went away his father would come to his death. 23 But
you said to your servants, If your youngest brother does not come with you, you will not
see my face again. 24And when we went back to your servant, our father, we gave him an
account of my lord's words. 25And our father said, Go again and get us a little food. 26And
we said, Only if our youngest brother goeswith uswill we go down; forwemay not see the
man's face again if our youngest brother is not with us. 27And our father said to us, You
have knowledge thatmywife gaveme two sons; 28The onewent away fromme, and I said,
Truly he has come to a violent death; and from that time I have not seen him, 29 If now you
take this one fromme, and someevil comes to him, youwillmakemygreyhead godown in
sorrow to the underworld. 30 If then I go back to your servant, my father, without the boy,
becausehis life and theboy's life are one, 31Whenhe sees that theboy is notwithus, hewill
come to his death, and our father's grey head will go down in sorrow to the underworld.
32For Imademyself responsible for the boy tomy father, saying, If I do not give him safely
back to you, letmine be the sin for ever. 33So now letme bemy lord's servant here in place
of the boy, and let him go back with his brothers. 34 For how may I go back to my father
without the boy, and see the evil which will come onmy father?

45
1 Then Joseph, unable to keep back his feelings before those who were with him, gave

orders for everyone to be sent away, and no one was present when he made clear to
his brothers who he was. 2 And so loud was his weeping, that it came to the ears of the
Egyptians and all Pharaoh's house. 3 And Joseph said to his brothers, I am Joseph: is my
father still living? But his brothers were not able to give him an answer for they were
troubled before him. 4Then Joseph said to his brothers, Come near to me. And they came
near, And he said, I am Joseph your brother, whom you sent into Egypt. 5Now do not be
troubled or angry with yourselves for sending me away, because God sent me before you
to be the saviour of your lives. 6For these two years have been years of need, and there are
still five more years to come in which there will be no ploughing or cutting of grain. 7God
sentme before you to keep you and yours living on earth so that youmight become a great
nation. 8So now itwas not youwho sentmehere, but God: and he hasmademe as a father
to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and ruler over all the land of Egypt. 9Now go quickly
tomy father, and say to him, Your son Joseph says, God hasmademe ruler over all the land
of Egypt: come down to me straight away: 10The land of Goshen will be your living-place,
and you will be near me; you and your children and your children's children, and your
flocks and herds and all you have: 11And there I will take care of you, so that you and your
family may not be in need, for there are still five bad years to come. 12Now truly, your
eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see, that it is my mouth which says these
things to you. 13Givemy fatherword of all my glory in Egypt and of all you have seen; and
come back quickly with my father. 14 Then, weeping, he took Benjamin in his arms, and
Benjamin himself was weeping on Joseph's neck. 15Then he gave a kiss to all his brothers,
weeping over them; and after that his brothers had no fear of talking to him. 16And news
of these things went through Pharaoh's house, and it was said that Joseph's brothers were
come; and it seemed good to Pharaoh and his servants. 17And Pharaoh said to Joseph, Say
to your brothers, Put your goods on your beasts and go back to the land of Canaan; 18And
get your father and your families and come back to me: and I will give you all the good
things of Egypt, and the fat of the landwill be your food. 19And say to them, This you are to
do: take carts from the land of Egypt for your little ones and for your wives, and get your
father and come back. 20And take no thought for your goods, for the best of all the land of
Egypt is yours. 21And the children of Israel did as he said; and Joseph gave them carts as
had been ordered by Pharaoh, and food for their journey. 22To every one of them he gave
three changes of clothing; but to Benjamin he gave three hundred bits of silver and five
changes of clothing. 23And to his father he sent ten asses with good things from Egypt on
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their backs, and ten she-asses with grain and bread and food for his father on the journey.
24And he sent his brothers on their way, and said to them, See that you have no argument
on the road. 25So they went up from Egypt and came to the land of Canaan, to their father
Jacob. 26And they said to him, Joseph is living, and is ruler over all the land of Egypt. And
at this word Jacob was quite overcome, for he had no faith in it. 27And they gave him an
account of everything Joseph had said to them; and when he saw the carts which Joseph
had sent for them, his spirit came back to him: 28And Israel said, It is enough: Joseph my
son is still living; I will go and see him before my death.

46
1And Israelwent onhis journeywith all hehad, and came toBeer-sheba,wherehemade

offerings to the God of his father Isaac. 2 And God said to Israel in a night-vision, Jacob,
Jacob. And he said, Here am I. 3And he said, I am God, the God of your father: go down to
Egypt without fear, for I will make a great nation of you there: 4 I will go downwith you to
Egypt, and I will see that you come back again, and at your death Josephwill put his hands
onyour eyes. 5Then Jacobwent on fromBeer-sheba; and the sonsof Jacob took their father
and their little ones and their wives in the carts which Pharaoh had sent for them. 6And
they took their cattle and all the goodswhich they had got in the land of Canaan, and came
to Egypt, even Jacob and all his seed: 7His sons and his sons' sons, his daughters and his
daughters' sons and all his family he took with him into Egypt. 8And these are the names
of the children of Israel who came into Egypt, even Jacob and all his sons: Reuben, Jacob's
oldest son; 9And the sons of Reuben: Hanoch and Pallu and Hezron and Carmi; 10And the
sons of Simeon: Jemuel and Jamin and Ohad and Jachin and Zohar and Shaul, the son of a
womanof Canaan; 11And the sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath, andMerari; 12And the sons of
Judah: Er and Onan and Shelah and Perez and Zerah: but Er and Onan had come to their
death in the land of Canaan; and the sons of Perez were Hezron and Hamul. 13 And the
sons of Issachar: Tola and Puah and Job and Shimron; 14And the sons of Zebulun: Sered
and Elon and Jahleel; 15All these, together with his daughter Dinah, were the children of
Leah, whom Jacob had by her in Paddan-aram; they were thirty-three in number. 16And
the sons of Gad: Ziphion and Haggi, Shuni and Ezbon, Eri and Arodi and Areli; 17And the
sons of Asher: Jimnah and Ishvah and Ishvi and Beriah, and Sarah, their sister; and the
sons of Beriah: Heber andMalchiel. 18These are the children of Zilpah, whomLaban gave
to his daughter Leah, and Jacob had these sixteen children by her. 19 The sons of Jacob's
wife Rachel: Joseph and Benjamin. 20And Joseph had Manasseh and Ephraim in the land
of Egypt, by Asenath, the daughter of Poti-phera, priest of On. 21And the sons of Benjamin
wereBelahandBecherandAshbel, GeraandNaaman, Ehi andRosh,MuppimandHuppim
andArd. 22All thesewere the children of Rachelwhom Jacobhadbyher, fourteenpersons.
23 And the son of Dan was Hushim. 24 And the sons of Naphtali: Jahzeel and Guni and
Jezer and Shillem. 25Thesewere the children of Bilhah, whomLaban gave to his daughter
Rachel, seven persons. 26 All the persons who came with Jacob into Egypt, the offspring
of his body, were sixty-six, without taking into account the wives of Jacob's sons. 27 And
the sons of Josephwhomhe had in Egypt were two. Seventy persons of the family of Jacob
came into Egypt. 28Nowhe had sent Judah before him to Goshen, to get word from Joseph;
and so they came to the land of Goshen. 29 And Joseph got his carriage ready and went
to Goshen for the meeting with his father; and when he came before him, he put his arms
roundhisneck,weeping. 30And Israel said to Joseph,Nowthat Ihave seenyou livingagain,
I am ready for death. 31And Joseph said to his brothers and to his father's people, I will go
and give the news to Pharaoh, and say to him, My brothers and my father's people, from
the land of Canaan, have come to me; 32And these men are keepers of sheep and owners
of cattle, and have with them their flocks and their herds and all they have. 33Nowwhen
Pharaoh sends for you and says, What is your business? 34 You are to say, Your servants
have been keepers of cattle from our early days up to now, like our fathers; in this way
you will be able to have the land of Goshen for yourselves; because keepers of sheep are
unclean in the eyes of the Egyptians.

47
1Then Josephwent toPharaoh, andsaid,My fatherandmybrotherswith theirflocksand

their herds and all they have, are come from Canaan, and are now in the land of Goshen.
2 And he took five of his brothers to Pharaoh. 3 And Pharaoh said to them, What is your
business? And they said, Your servants are keepers of sheep, as our fathers were before
us. 4 And they said to Pharaoh, We have come to make a living in this land, because we
have no grass for our flocks in the land of Canaan; so now let your servants make a place



Genesis 47:5 35 Genesis 48:9

for themselves in the land of Goshen. 5And Pharaoh said to Joseph, Let themhave the land
ofGoshen; and if there are anyablemenamong them, put themovermycattle. 6And Jacob
andhis sons came to Joseph inEgypt, andwhenwordof it came to the ears of Pharaoh, king
of Egypt, he said to Joseph, Your father andbrothers have come to you; all the land of Egypt
is before you; let your father and your brothers have the best of the land for their resting-
place. 7 Then Joseph made his father Jacob come before Pharaoh, and Jacob gave him his
blessing. 8And Pharaoh said to him, How old are you? 9And Jacob said, The years of my
wanderingshavebeenahundredand thirty; small innumberand full of sorrowhavebeen
the years of my life, and less than the years of the wanderings of my fathers. 10And Jacob
gave Pharaoh his blessing, and went out from before him. 11And Josephmade a place for
his father and his brothers, and gave them a heritage in the land of Egypt, in the best of
the land, the land of Rameses, as Pharaoh had given orders. 12And Joseph took care of his
father and his brothers and all his father's people, giving them food for the needs of their
families. 13Now there was no food to be had in all the land, so that all Egypt and Canaan
were wasted from need of food. 14And all the money in Egypt and in the land of Canaan
which had been given for grain, came into the hands of Joseph: and he put it in Pharaoh's
house. 15And when all the money in Egypt and Canaan was gone, the Egyptians came to
Joseph, and said, Give us bread; would you have us come to destruction before your eyes?
for we have no more money. 16And Joseph said, Give me your cattle; I will give you grain
in exchange for your cattle if your money is all gone. 17 So they took their cattle to Joseph
and he gave them bread in exchange for their horses and flocks and herds and asses, so
all that year he gave them food in exchange for their cattle. 18 And when that year was
ended, they came to him in the second year, and said, We may not keep it from our lord's
knowledge that all our money is gone, and all the herds of cattle are my lord's; there is
nothingmore to givemy lord but our bodies and our land; 19Arewe to come to destruction
before your eyes, we and our land? take us and our land and give us bread; and we and
our land will be servants to Pharaoh; and give us seed so that we may have life and the
land may not become waste. 20 So Joseph got all the land in Egypt for Pharaoh; for every
Egyptian gave up his land in exchange for food, because of their great need; so all the land
becamePharaoh's. 21And as for the people, hemade servants of them, townby town, from
one end of Egypt to the other. 22Only he did not take the land of the priests, for the priests
had their food given them by Pharaoh, and having what Pharaoh gave them, they had no
need to giveup their land. 23Then Joseph said to thepeople, I havemadeyouandyour land
this day the property of Pharaoh; here is seed for you to put in your fields. 24Andwhen the
grain is cut, you are to give afifth part to Pharaoh, and four partswill be yours for seed and
food, and foryour families andyour little ones. 25And they said tohim, Trulyyouhavekept
us fromdeath;maywehave grace in your eyes, andwewill be Pharaoh's servants. 26Then
Josephmadea lawwhich is in force to this day, that Pharaohwas tohave thefifthpart; only
the land of the priests did not become his. 27And so Israel was living among the Egyptians
in the land of Goshen; and they got property there, and became very great in numbers and
in wealth. 28And Jacob was living in the land of Goshen for seventeen years; so the years
of his life were a hundred and forty-seven. 29And the time of his death came near, and he
sent for his son Joseph and said to him, If now I am dear to you, put your hand under my
leg and take an oath that youwill not putme to rest in Egypt; 30Butwhen I go tomy fathers,
you are to takeme out of Egypt and putme to rest in their last resting-place. And he said, I
will do so. 31And he said, Take an oath to me; and he took an oath to him: and Israel gave
worship on the bed's head.

48
1Now after these things, word came to Joseph that his father was ill: and he took with

him his sons Manasseh and Ephraim. 2 And when they said to Jacob, Your son Joseph is
coming to see you: then Israel, getting all his strength together, had himself lifted up in his
bed. 3And Jacob said to Joseph, God, the Ruler of all, came to me in a vision at Luz in the
land of Canaan, and gave me his blessing, 4And said to me, Truly, I will make you fertile
and give you increase and will make of you a great family of nations: and I will give this
land to your seedafter you tobe their heritage for ever. 5Andnowyour two sonswho came
to birth in Egypt before I came to you here, aremine; EphraimandManassehwill bemine,
in the same way as Reuben and Simeon are. 6 And any other offspring which you have
after them, will be yours, andwill be named after their brothers in their heritage. 7And as
for me, when I came from Paddan, death overtook Rachel on the way, when we were still
some distance from Ephrath; and I put her to rest there on the road to Ephrath, which is
Beth-lehem. 8Then Israel, looking at Joseph's sons, said, Who are these? 9And Joseph said
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to his father, They aremy sons, whomGod has givenme in this land. And he said, Let them
comenearme, and Iwill give themablessing. 10Nowbecause Israelwas old, his eyeswere
no longer clear, andhewasnot able to see. Sohemade themcomenear to him, andhe gave
them a kiss, folding them in his arms. 11And Israel said to Joseph, I had no hope of seeing
your face again, but God in hismercy has letme see you and your children. 12Then Joseph
took them from between his knees, andwent down on his face to the earth. 13Then taking
Ephraim with his right hand, Joseph put him at Israel's left side, and with his left hand
he put Manasseh at Israel's right side, placing them near him. 14 And Israel, stretching
out his right hand, put it on the head of Ephraim, the younger, and his left hand on the
head of Manasseh, crossing his hands on purpose, for Manasseh was the older. 15And he
gave Joseph a blessing, saying,May the God towhommy fathers, Abrahamand Isaac, gave
worship, the God who has taken care of me all my life till this day, 16 The angel who has
been my saviour from all evil, send his blessing on these children: and let my name and
the nameofmy fathers, Abrahamand Isaac, be given to them; and let thembecomea great
nation in the earth. 17Nowwhen Joseph saw that his father had put his right hand on the
head of Ephraim, it did not seem right to him; and lifting his father's hand he would have
put it on the head ofManasseh. 18And Joseph said to his father, Not so,my father, for this is
the older; put your right hand on his head. 19But his father would not, saying, I am doing
it on purpose, my son; he will certainly become a nation and a great one; but his younger
brotherwill be greater than he, and his seedwill become a great family of nations. 20So he
gave themhisblessing thatday, saying, Youwill be the signofblessing in Israel, for theywill
say,MayGodmakeyou likeEphraimandManasseh; andheputEphraimbeforeManasseh.
21Then Israel said to Joseph, Nowmy death is near; but God will be with you, guiding you
back to the land of your fathers. 22And I have given you more than your brothers, even
Shechem as your heritage, which I took from the Amorites withmy sword andmy bow.

49
1And Jacob sent for his sons, and said, Come together, all of you, so that I may give you

news of your fate in future times. 2 Come near, O sons of Jacob, and give ear to the words
of Israel your father. 3 Reuben, you are my oldest son, the first-fruit of my strength, first
in pride and first in power: 4 But because you were uncontrolled, the first place will not
be yours; for you went up to your father's bed, even his bride-bed, and made it unclean.
5 Simeon and Levi are brothers; deceit and force are their secret designs. 6 Take no part
in their secrets, O my soul; keep far away, O my heart, from their meetings; for in their
wrath they put men to death, and for their pleasure even oxen were wounded. 7A curse
on their passion for itwas bitter; and on theirwrath for itwas cruel. Iwill let their heritage
in Jacob be broken up, driving them from their places in Israel. 8To you, Judah, will your
brothers give praise: your hand will be on the neck of your haters; your father's sons will
go down to the earth before you. 9 Judah is a young lion; like a lion full of meat you have
become great, my son; now he takes his rest like a lion stretched out and like an old lion;
by whom will his sleep be broken? 10 The rod of authority will not be taken from Judah,
and hewill not bewithout a law-giver, till he comeswho has the right to it, and the peoples
will put themselves under his rule. 11Knotting his ass's cord to the vine, and his young ass
to the best vine; washing his robe in wine, and his clothing in the blood of grapes: 12His
eyes will be darkwithwine, and his teethwhite withmilk. 13The resting-place of Zebulun
will be by the sea, and he will be a harbour for ships; the edge of his land will be by Zidon.
14 Issachar is a strong ass stretched out among the flocks: 15And he saw that rest was good
and the land was pleasing; so he let them put weights on his back and became a servant.
16Dan will be the judge of his people, as one of the tribes of Israel. 17May Dan be a snake
in the way, a horned snake by the road, biting the horse's foot so that the horseman has a
fall. 18 I have been waiting for your salvation, O Lord. 19Gad, an army will come against
him, but hewill come down on them in their flight. 20Asher's bread is fat; he gives delicate
food for kings. 21Naphtali is a roe let loose, giving fair young ones. 22 Joseph is a young
ox, whose steps are turned to the fountain; 23He was troubled by the archers; they sent
out their arrows against him, cruelly wounding him: 24 But their bows were broken by a
strongone, and the cordsof their armswere cutby theStrengthof Jacob, by thenameof the
Stone of Israel: 25Even by the God of your father, who will be your help, and by the Ruler
of all, who will make you full with blessings from heaven on high, blessings of the deep
stretched out under the earth, blessings of the breasts and of the fertile body: 26Blessings
of sons, old and young, to the father: blessings of the oldest mountains and the fruit of the
eternal hills: let them come on the head of Joseph, on the crown of himwho was separate
from his brothers. 27Benjamin is a wolf, searching for meat: in the morning he takes his
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food, and in the evening he makes division of what he has taken. 28 These are the twelve
tribes of Israel: and these are the words their father said to them, blessing them; to every
one he gave his blessing. 29 And he gave orders to them, saying, Put me to rest with my
people andwithmy fathers, in the hollow of the rock in the field of Ephron theHittite, 30 In
the rock in the field ofMachpelah, nearMamre in the land of Canaan, which Abraham got
fromEphron theHittite, to be his resting-place. 31There Abrahamand Sarah hiswifewere
put to rest, and there they put Isaac andRebekahhiswife, and there I put Leah to rest. 32 In
the rock in the field which was got for a price from the people of Heth. 33And when Jacob
had come to the end of these words to his sons, stretching himself on his bed, he gave up
his spirit, and went the way of his people.

50
1 And Joseph put his head down on his father's face, weeping and kissing him. 2 And

Joseph gave orders to his servants who had the necessary knowledge, to make his father's
body ready, folding it in linen with spices, and they did so. 3And the forty days needed for
making the body ready went by: and there was weeping for him among the Egyptians for
seventydays. 4Andwhen thedaysofweeping forhimwerepast, Josephsaid to theservants
of Pharaoh, If nowyou have love forme, say thesewords to Pharaoh: 5My fathermademe
take an oath, saying, When I am dead, put me to rest in the place I have made ready for
myself in the land of Canaan. So now let me go and put my father in his last resting-place,
and I will come back again. 6And Pharaoh said, Go up and put your father to rest, as you
gave your oath to him. 7 So Joseph went up to put his father in his last resting-place; and
with himwent all the servants of Pharaoh, and the chiefmenof his house and all the chiefs
of the land of Egypt, 8And all the family of Joseph, and his brothers and his father's people:
only their little ones and theirflocks andherds theydidnot takewith themfromthe landof
Goshen. 9And carriages went up with him and horsemen, a great army. 10And they came
to the grain-floor of Atad on the other side of Jordan, and there they gave the last honours
to Jacob,with great andbitter sorrow,weeping for their father for sevendays. 11Andwhen
the people of the land, the people of Canaan, at the grain-floor of Atad, saw their grief, they
said, Great is the grief of the Egyptians: so the placewasnamedAbel-mizraim, on the other
side of Jordan. 12 So his sons did as he had given them orders to do: 13 For they took him
into the land of Canaan and put him to rest in the hollow rock in the field of Machpelah,
which Abraham got with the field, for a resting-place, from Ephron the Hittite at Mamre.
14Andwhen his father had been put to rest, Joseph and his brothers and all who had gone
with him, went back to Egypt. 15Now after the death of their father, Joseph's brothers said
to themselves, It may be that Joseph's heart will be turned against us, and he will give us
punishment for all the evil which we did to him. 16 So they sent word to Joseph, saying,
Your father, before his death, gave us orders, saying, 17 You are to say to Joseph, Let the
wrongdoing of your brothers be overlooked, and the evil they did to you: now, if it is your
pleasure, let the sin of the servants of your father's God have forgiveness. And at these
words, Joseph was overcome with weeping. 18 Then his brothers went, and falling at his
feet, said, Truly, we are your servants. 19And Joseph said, Haveno fear: am I in the place of
God? 20As for you, it was in your mind to do me evil, but God has given a happy outcome,
the salvation of numbers of people, as you see today. 21So now, have no fear: for Iwill take
care of you and your little ones. So he gave them comfort with kind words. 22Now Joseph
and all his father's family went on living in Egypt: and the years of Joseph's life were a
hundred and ten. 23And Joseph saw Ephraim's children of the third generation: and the
children of Machir, the son of Manasseh, came to birth on Joseph's knees. 24 Then Joseph
said to his brothers, The time of my death has come; but God will keep you in mind and
take you out of this land into the landwhich he gave by his oath to Abrahamand Isaac and
Jacob. 25 Then Joseph made the children of Israel take an oath, saying, God will certainly
give effect to his word, and you are to takemy bones away from here. 26So Joseph came to
his death, being a hundred and ten years old: and they made his body ready, and he was
put in a chest in Egypt.
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The Second Book of Moses,
Commonly Called

Exodus
1 Now these are the names of the sons of Israel who came into Egypt; every man and

his family came with Jacob. 2 Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah; 3 Issachar, Zebulun, and
Benjamin; 4 Dan and Naphtali, Gad and Asher. 5 All the offspring of Jacob were seventy
persons: and Josephhad come to Egypt before them. 6Then Joseph came to his end, and all
his brothers, and all that generation. 7And the children of Israel were fertile, increasing
very greatly in numbers and in power; and the land was full of them. 8Now a new king
came to power in Egypt, who had no knowledge of Joseph. 9And he said to his people, See,
the people of Israel are greater in number and in power thanwe are: 10Let us take care for
fear that their numbersmay become even greater, and if there is awar, theymay be joined
with those who are against us, and make an attack on us, and go up out of the land. 11 So
they put overseers of forced work over them, in order to make their strength less by the
weight of theirwork. And theymade store-towns for Pharaoh, PithomandRaamses. 12But
the more cruel they were to them, the more their number increased, till all the land was
full of them. And the children of Israel were hated by the Egyptians. 13And they gave the
children of Israel even harder work to do: 14And made their lives bitter with hard work,
making building-material and bricks, and doing all sorts of work in the fields under the
hardest conditions. 15And the king of Egypt said to the Hebrew women who gave help at
the time of childbirth (the name of the onewas Shiphrah and the name of the other Puah),
16When you are looking after the Hebrewwomen in childbirth, if it is a son you are to put
him to death; but if it is a daughter, she may go on living. 17But the women had the fear of
God, and did not do as the king of Egypt said, but let the male children go on living. 18And
the king of Egypt sent for thewomen, and said to them,Whyhave youdone this, and let the
male children go on living? 19And they said to Pharaoh, Because the Hebrew women are
not like the Egyptianwomen, for they are strong, and the birth takes place beforewe come
to them. 20And the blessing of Godwas on thesewomen: and the peoplewere increased in
number and became very strong. 21And because thewomenwho took care of theHebrew
mothers had the fear of God, he gave them families. 22And Pharaoh gave orders to all his
people, saying, Every sonwho comes to birth is to be put into the river, but every daughter
may go on living.

2
1Now a man of the house of Levi took as his wife a daughter of Levi. 2And she became

with child and gave birth to a Son; and when she saw that he was a beautiful child, she
kept him secretly for threemonths. 3Andwhen shewas no longer able to keep him secret,
shemade him a basket out of the stems ofwater-plants, pasting sticky earth over it to keep
the water out; and placing the baby in it she put it among the plants by the edge of the
Nile. 4And his sister took her place at a distance to see what would become of him. 5Now
Pharaoh's daughter came down to the Nile to take a bath, while her womenwere walking
by theriverside; andshesawthebasketamong theriver-plants, andsenther servant-girl to
get it. 6And opening it, she saw the child, and hewas crying. And she had pity on him, and
said, This is oneof theHebrews' children. 7Thenhis sister said toPharaoh's daughter,May I
go and get you one of theHebrewwomen to give him the breast? 8AndPharaoh's daughter
said to her, Go. And the girl went and got the child'smother. 9And Pharaoh's daughter said
to her, Take the child away and give it milk for me, and I will give you payment. And the
woman took the child and gave it milk at her breast. 10And when the child was older, she
tookhim to Pharaoh's daughter andhe becameher son, and she gave him thenameMoses,
Because, she said, I took him out of the water. 11NowwhenMoses had become aman, one
day he went out to his people and saw how hard their work was; and he saw an Egyptian
giving blows to a Hebrew, one of his people. 12And turning this way and that, and seeing
no one, he put the Egyptian to death, covering his body with sand. 13And he went out the
day after and saw two of the Hebrews fighting: and he said to himwho was in the wrong,
Why are you fighting your brother? 14 And he said, Who made you a ruler and a judge
over us? are you going to put me to death as you did the Egyptian? AndMoses was in fear,
and said, It is clear that the thing has come to light. 15Now when Pharaoh had news of
this, he would have put Moses to death. But Moses went in flight from Pharaoh into the
land of Midian: and he took his seat by a water-spring. 16Now the priest of Midian had
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seven daughters: and they came to get water for their father's flock. 17And the keepers of
the sheep came up andwere driving them away; but Moses got up and came to their help,
watering their flock for them. 18And when they came to Reuel their father, he said, How
is it that you have come back so quickly today? 19And they said, An Egyptian came to our
help against the keepers of sheep and got water for us and gave it to the flock. 20And he
said to his daughters, Where is he? why have you let the man go? make him come in and
give him a meal. 21 And Moses was happy to go on living with the man; and he gave his
daughter Zipporah to Moses. 22 And she gave birth to a son, to whom he gave the name
Gershom: for he said, I have been living in a strange land. 23Nowafter a long time the king
of Egypt came to his end: and the children of Israel were crying in their grief under the
weight of their work, and their cry for help came to the ears of God. 24And at the sound
of their weeping the agreement which God had made with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob
came to hismind. 25AndGod's eyeswere turned to the children of Israel and he gave them
the knowledge of himself.

3
1NowMoseswas looking after the flock of Jethro, his father-in-law, the priest ofMidian:

andhe took theflock to thebackof thewaste landand came toHoreb, themountain ofGod.
2And the angel of the Lord was seen by him in a flame of fire coming out of a thorn-tree:
and he saw that the tree was on fire, but it was not burned up. 3And Moses said, I will go
and see this strange thing, why the tree is not burned up, 4 And when the Lord saw him
turning to one side to see, God said his name out of the tree, crying, Moses, Moses. And
he said, Here am I. 5 And he said, Do not come near: take off your shoes from your feet,
for the place where you are is holy. 6And he said, I am the God of your fathers, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. AndMoses kept his face covered for fear
of looking on God. 7And God said, Truly, I have seen the grief of my people in Egypt, and
their cry because of their cruelmasters has come tomy ears; for I have knowledge of their
sorrows; 8And I have come down to take them out of the hands of the Egyptians, guiding
them out of that land into a good land and wide, into a land flowing with milk and honey;
into the place of the Canaanite and the Hittite and the Amorite and the Perizzite and the
Hivite and the Jebusite. 9 For now, truly, the cry of the children of Israel has come to me,
and I have seen the cruel behaviour of the Egyptians to them. 10Come, then, and Iwill send
you to Pharaoh, so that youmay takemy people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt. 11And
Moses said to God, Who am I to go to Pharaoh and take the children of Israel out of Egypt?
12And he said, Truly I will bewith you; and this will be the sign to you that I have sent you:
when you have taken the children of Israel out of Egypt, you will give worship to God on
this mountain. 13And Moses said to God, When I come to the children of Israel and say to
them, The God of your fathers has sent me to you: and they say to me, What is his name?
what am I to say to them? 14And God said to him, I AMWHAT I AM: and he said, Say to the
children of Israel, I AM has sent me to you. 15And God went on to say to Moses, Say to the
children of Israel, The Lord, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of
Jacob, has sent me to you: this is my name for ever, and this is my sign to all generations.
16Go and get together the chiefs of the children of Israel, and say to them, The Lord, the
God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, has been seen byme, and
has said, Truly I have taken up your cause, because of what is done to you in Egypt; 17And
I have said, I will take you up out of the sorrows of Egypt into the land of the Canaanite
and the Hittite and the Amorite and the Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite, into a
land flowing with milk and honey. 18And they will give ear to your voice: and you, with
the chiefs of Israel, will go to Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, and say to him, The Lord, the God
of the Hebrews, has come to us: let us then go three days' journey into the waste land to
make an offering to the Lord our God. 19And I am certain that the king of Egypt will not let
you gowithout being forced. 20But I will put outmy hand and overcome Egyptwith all the
wonderswhich Iwill do among them: andafter that hewill let yougo. 21And Iwill give this
people grace in the eyes of the Egyptians, so thatwhen you go out youwill go outwith your
hands full. 22For everywomanwill get from her neighbour and from thewoman living in
her house, ornaments of silver and gold, and clothing; and youwill put them on your sons
and your daughters; you will take the best of their goods from the Egyptians.

4
1AndMoses, answering, said, It is certain that they will not have faith in me or give ear

tomy voice; for theywill say, You have not seen the Lord. 2And the Lord said to him,What
is that in your hand? And he said, A rod. 3And he said, Put it down on the earth. And he
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put it down on the earth and it became a snake; and Moses went running from it. 4And
the Lord said to Moses, Put out your hand and take it by the tail: (and he put out his hand
and took a grip of it and it became a rod in his hand:) 5So that theymay be certain that the
Lord, the God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, has been seen
by you. 6Then the Lord said to him again, Put your hand inside your clothing. And he put
his hand inside his robe: andwhen he took it out it was like the hand of a leper, as white as
snow. 7And he said, Put your hand inside your robe again. (And he put his hand into his
robe again, and when he took it out he saw that it had become like his other flesh.) 8And
if they do not have faith in you or give ear to the voice of the first sign, they will have faith
in the second sign. 9And if they have no faith even in these two signs andwill not give ear
to your voice, then you are to take the water of the Nile and put it on the dry land: and the
water you take out of the river will become blood on the dry land. 10AndMoses said to the
Lord, O Lord, I am not a man of words; I have never been so, and am not now, even after
what you have said to your servant: for talking is hard for me, and I am slow of tongue.
11And the Lord said to him,Whohasmademan'smouth? who takes away aman's voice or
hearing, ormakes him seeing or blind? Is it not I, the Lord? 12So go now, and I will bewith
yourmouth, teaching youwhat to say. 13And he said, O Lord, send, if youwill, by the hand
of anyone whom it seems good to you to send. 14And the Lord was angry with Moses, and
said, Is there not Aaron, your brother, the Levite? To my knowledge he is good at talking.
And now he is coming out to you: and when he sees you he will be glad in his heart. 15Let
him give ear to your voice, and youwill putmywords in hismouth; and Iwill bewith your
mouth and with his, teaching you what you have to do. 16 And he will do the talking for
you to the people: he will be to you as a mouth and you will be to him as God. 17And take
in your hand this rod with which you will do the signs. 18And Moses went back to Jethro,
his father-in-law, and said to him, Let me go back now to my relations in Egypt and see if
they are still living. And Jethro said toMoses, Go in peace. 19And the Lord said toMoses in
Midian, Go back to Egypt, for all the men are dead who were attempting to take your life.
20AndMoses took his wife and his sons and put them on an ass and went back to the land
of Egypt: and he took the rod of God in his hand. 21And the Lord said to Moses, When you
go back to Egypt, see that you do before Pharaoh all the wonders which I have given you
power to do: but I will make his heart hard and he will not let the people go. 22And you
are to say to Pharaoh, The Lord says, Israel is the first of my sons: 23And I said to you, Let
my son go, so that he may give me worship; and you did not let him go: so now I will put
the first of your sons to death. 24Now on the journey, at the night's resting-place, the Lord
came inhiswayandwouldhaveputhim todeath. 25ThenZipporah tooka sharp stone, and
cutting off the skin of her son's private parts, and touching his feet with it, she said, Truly
you are a husband of blood to me. 26 So he let him go. Then she said, You are a husband of
blood because of the circumcision. 27And the Lord said to Aaron, Go into the waste land
and you will see Moses. So he went and came across Moses at the mountain of God, and
gave him a kiss. 28AndMoses gave Aaron an account of all thewords of the Lordwhich he
had sent him to say, and of all the signswhichhehad givenhimorders to do. 29ThenMoses
and Aaron went and got together all the chiefs of the children of Israel: 30And Aaron said
to them all the words the Lord had said to Moses, and did the signs before all the people.
31And the people had faith in them; and hearing that the Lord had taken up the cause of
the children of Israel and had seen their troubles, with bent heads they gave himworship.

5
1And after that,Moses andAaron came to Pharaoh, and said, The Lord, theGod of Israel,

says, Letmy people go so that theymay keep a feast tome in thewaste land. 2And Pharaoh
said,Who is theLord, towhose voice I am to give ear and let Israel go? I havenoknowledge
of the Lord and I will not let Israel go. 3And they said, The God of the Hebrews has come
to us: let us then go three days' journey into thewaste land tomake an offering to the Lord
our God, so that he may not send death on us by disease or the sword. 4 And the king of
Egypt said to them,Why do you, Moses and Aaron, take the people away from their work?
get back to your work. 5And Pharaoh said, Truly, the people of the land are increasing in
number, and you are keeping them back from their work. 6 The same day Pharaoh gave
orders to the overseers and those who were responsible for the work, saying, 7Give these
mennomore dry stems for their brick-making as you have been doing; let themgo and get
thematerial for themselves. 8But see that theymake the same number of bricks as before,
and no less: for they have no love for work; and so they are crying out and saying, Let
us go and make an offering to our God. 9Give the men harder work, and see that they do
it; let them not give attention to false words. 10And the overseers of the people and their
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responsible men went out and said to the people, Pharaoh says, I will give you no more
dry stems. 11Go yourselves and get dry stems wherever you are able; for your work is not
to be any less. 12 So the people were sent in all directions through the land of Egypt to get
dry grass for stems. 13 And the overseers went on driving them and saying, Do your full
day's work as before when there were dry stems for you. 14 And the responsible men of
the children of Israel, whom Pharaoh's overseers had put over them, were given blows,
and they said to them, Why have you not done your regular work, in making bricks as
before? 15Then the responsible men of the children of Israel came to Pharaoh, protesting
and saying, Why are you acting in this way to your servants? 16They give us no dry stems
and they say to us, Make bricks: and they give your servants blows; but it is your people
who are in thewrong. 17But he said, You have no love forwork: that is why you say, Let us
go andmake an offering to the Lord. 18Gonow, get back to yourwork; no dry stemswill be
given to you, but you are to make the full number of bricks. 19 Then the responsible men
of the children of Israel saw that they were purposing evil when they said, The number of
brickswhich youhave tomake every daywill be no less thanbefore. 20And they came face
to face with Moses and Aaron, who were in their way when they came out from Pharaoh:
21And they said to them, May the Lord take note of you and be your judge; for you have
given Pharaoh and his servants a bad opinion of us, putting a sword in their hands for our
destruction. 22AndMoseswent back to the Lord and said, Lord, why have you done evil to
this people? why have you sent me? 23 For from the time when I came to Pharaoh to put
your words before him, he has done evil to this people, and you have given them no help.

6
1 And the Lord said to Moses, Now you will see what I am about to do to Pharaoh; for

by a strong hand he will be forced to let them go, driving them out of his land because
of my outstretched arm. 2And God said to Moses, I am Yahweh: 3 I let myself be seen by
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as God, the Ruler of all; but they hadno knowledge ofmyname
Yahweh. 4And I made an agreement with them, to give them the land of Canaan, the land
of their wanderings. 5And trulymy ears are open to the cry of the children of Israel whom
the Egyptians keep under their yoke; and I have kept in mind my agreement. 6 Say then
to the children of Israel, I am Yahweh, and I will take you out from under the yoke of the
Egyptians, andmake you safe from their power, and will make you free by the strength of
my arm after great punishments. 7And I will take you to be my people and I will be your
God; andyouwill be certain that I am theLordyourGod,who takes youout fromunder the
yoke of the Egyptians. 8And Iwill be your guide into the landwhich Imade an oath to give
to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob; and I will give it to you for your heritage: I am Yahweh.
9And Moses said these words to the children of Israel, but they gave no attention to him,
becauseof the grief of their spirit and the cruelweight of theirwork. 10And theLord said to
Moses, 11Go inandsay toPharaoh, kingofEgypt, thathe is to let the childrenof Israel goout
of his land. 12AndMoses, answering the Lord, said, See, the children of Israel will not give
ear tome; howthenwill Pharaohgiveear tome,whose lipsareunclean? 13And thewordof
the Lord came toMoses and Aaron, with orders for the children of Israel and for Pharaoh,
king of Egypt, to take the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt. 14These are the heads
of their fathers' families: the sons of Reuben the oldest son of Israel: Hanoch and Pallu,
Hezron and Carmi: these are the families of Reuben. 15 And the sons of Simeon: Jemuel
and Jamin andOhadand Jachin andZohar and Shaul, the son of awomanof Canaan: these
are the families of Simeon. 16 And these are the names of the sons of Levi in the order
of their generations: Gershon and Kohath and Merari: and the years of Levi's life were a
hundred and thirty-seven. 17The sons of Gershon: Libni and Shimei, in the order of their
families. 18 And the sons of Kohath: Amram and Izhar and Hebron and Uzziel: and the
years of Kohath's life were a hundred and thirty-three. 19And the sons of Merari: Mahli
and Mushi: these are the families of the Levites, in the order of their generations. 20And
Amram took Jochebed, his father's sister, as wife; and she gave birth to Aaron and Moses:
and the years of Amram's life were a hundred and thirty-seven. 21And the sons of Izhar:
Korah and Nepheg and Zichri. 22And the sons of Uzziel: Mishael and Elzaphan and Sithri.
23AndAaron took as hiswife Elisheba, the daughter of Amminadab, the sister of Nahshon;
and she gave birth to Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. 24 And the sons of Korah:
Assir and Elkanah and Abiasaph: these are the families of the Korahites. 25And Eleazar,
Aaron's son, took as hiswife one of the daughters of Putiel; and she gave birth to Phinehas.
These are the heads of the families of the Levites, in the order of their families. 26 These
are the same Aaron and Moses to whom the Lord said, Take the children of Israel out of
the land of Egypt in their armies. 27 These are the men who gave orders to Pharaoh to let
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the children of Israel go out of Egypt: these are the same Moses and Aaron. 28And on the
day when the word of the Lord came to Moses in the land of Egypt, 29 The Lord said to
Moses, I am the Lord: say to Pharaoh, king of Egypt, everything I am saying to you. 30And
Moses said to the Lord, My lips are unclean; how is it possible that Pharaoh will give me a
hearing?

7
1 And the Lord said to Moses, See I have made you a god to Pharaoh, and Aaron your

brother will be your prophet. 2 Say whatever I give you orders to say: and Aaron your
brother will give word to Pharaoh to let the children of Israel go out of his land. 3 And I
willmake Pharaoh's heart hard, andmy signs andwonderswill be increased in the land of
Egypt. 4But Pharaohwill not give ear to you, and I will putmy hand on Egypt, and takemy
armies, my people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt, after great punishments. 5And the
Egyptianswill see that I am the Lord, whenmyhand is stretched out over Egypt, and I take
the children of Israel out from among them. 6 And Moses and Aaron did so: as the Lord
gave them orders, so they did. 7And Moses was eighty years old, and Aaron eighty-three
years old, when they gave the Lord's word to Pharaoh. 8And the Lord said to Moses and
Aaron, 9 If Pharaoh says to you, Letme see awonder: then say to Aaron, Take your rod and
put it down on the earth before Pharaoh so that it may become a snake. 10ThenMoses and
Aaron went in to Pharaoh and they did as the Lord had said: and Aaron put his rod down
on the earth before Pharaoh andhis servants, and it became a snake. 11Then Pharaoh sent
for thewisemen and thewonder-workers, and they, thewonder-workers of Egypt, did the
same with their secret arts. 12 For every one of them put down his rod on the earth, and
they became snakes: but Aaron's rod made a meal of their rods. 13 But Pharaoh's heart
wasmade hard, and he did not give ear to them, as the Lord had said. 14And the Lord said
to Moses and Aaron, Pharaoh's heart is unchanged; he will not let the people go. 15Go to
Pharaoh in themorning; when he goes out to the water, youwill be waiting for him by the
edge of the Nile, with the rod which was turned into a snake in your hand; 16And say to
him, The Lord, theGod of theHebrews, has sentme to you, saying, Letmypeople go so that
they may give me worship in the waste land; but up to now you have not given ear to his
words. 17 So the Lord says, By this youmay be certain that I am the Lord; see, by the touch
of this rod in my hand the waters of the Nile will be turned to blood; 18And the fish in the
Nilewill come to destruction, and the riverwill sendup a bad smell, and the Egyptianswill
not be able, for disgust, to make use of the water of the Nile for drinking. 19And the Lord
said, Say to Aaron, Let the rod in your hand be stretched out over the waters of Egypt, and
over the rivers and the streams and the pools, and over every stretch of water, so that they
may be turned to blood; and there will be blood through all the land of Egypt, in vessels of
wood and in vessels of stone. 20AndMoses and Aaron did as the Lord had said; and when
his rod had been lifted up and stretched out over the waters of the Nile before the eyes of
Pharaohandhis servants, all thewater in theNilewas turned toblood; 21And thefish in the
Nile came to destruction, and a bad smell went up from the river, and the Egyptians were
not able to make use of the water of the Nile for drinking; and there was blood through
all the land of Egypt. 22And the wonder-workers of Egypt did the same with their secret
arts: but Pharaoh's heart was made hard, and he would not give ear to them, as the Lord
had said. 23Then Pharaoh went into his house, and did not take even this to heart. 24And
all the Egyptiansmade holes round about the Nile to get drinking-water, for theywere not
able to make use of the Nile water. 25And seven days went past, after the Lord had put his
hand on the Nile.

8
1And this iswhat theLord said toMoses: Go toPharaohandsay tohim, TheLord says, Let

my people go so that theymay givemeworship. 2And if youwill not let them go, see, I will
send frogs into every part of your land: 3The Nile will be full of frogs, and they will come
up into your house and into your bedrooms and on your bed, and into the houses of your
servants and your people, and into your ovens and into your bread-basins. 4The frogswill
come up over you and your people and all your servants. 5And the Lord said toMoses, Say
to Aaron, Let the rod in your hand be stretched out over the streams and the waterways
and the pools, causing frogs to come up on the land of Egypt. 6And when Aaron put out
his hand over thewaters of Egypt, the frogs came up and all the land of Egypt was covered
with them. 7 And the wonder-workers did the same with their secret arts, making frogs
come up over the land of Egypt. 8Then Pharaoh sent for Moses and Aaron and said, Make
prayer to the Lord that hewill take away these frogs fromme andmy people; and I will let
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the people go andmake their offering to the Lord. 9AndMoses said, I will let you have the
honour of saying when I am to make prayer for you and your servants and your people,
that the frogs may be sent away from you and your houses, and be only in the Nile. 10And
he said, By tomorrow. And he said, Let it be as you say: so that you may see that there
is no other like the Lord our God. 11 And the frogs will be gone from you and from your
houses and from your servants and from your people and will be only in the Nile. 12Then
Moses and Aaron went out from Pharaoh; and Moses made prayer to the Lord about the
frogs which he had sent on Pharaoh. 13And the Lord did as Moses said; and there was an
end of all the frogs in the houses and in the open spaces and in the fields. 14And they put
them together inmasses, and a bad smellwent up from the land. 15Butwhen Pharaoh saw
that there was peace for a time, he made his heart hard and did not give ear to them, as
the Lord had said. 16And the Lord said to Moses, Say to Aaron, Let your rod be stretched
out over the dust of the earth so that it may become insects through all the land of Egypt.
17And they did so; and Aaron, stretching out the rod in his hand, gave a touch to the dust
of the earth, and insects came onman and on beast; all the dust of the earth was changed
into insects throughall the landof Egypt. 18And thewonder-workerswith their secret arts,
attempting to make insects, were unable to do so: and there were insects on man and on
beast. 19Then thewonder-workers said to Pharaoh, This is thefinger ofGod: but Pharaoh's
heart was hard, and he did not give ear to them, as the Lord had said. 20And the Lord said
toMoses, Get up early in themorning and take your place before Pharaohwhen he comes
out to the water; and say to him, This is what the Lord says: Let my people go to give me
worship. 21For if you do not let my people go, see, I will send clouds of flies on you and on
your servants and on your people and into their houses; and the houses of the Egyptians
and the land where they are will be full of flies. 22And at that time I will make a division
between your land and the land of Goshenwheremy people are, and no flieswill be there;
so that youmaysee that I amtheLordoverall the earth. 23And Iwill put adivisionbetween
my people and your people; tomorrow this sign will be seen. 24And the Lord did so; and
great clouds of flies came into the house of Pharaoh and into his servants' houses, and all
the land of Egypt was made waste because of the flies. 25And Pharaoh sent for Moses and
Aaron and said, Go and make your offering to your God here in the land. 26 And Moses
said, It is not right to do so; for we make our offerings of that to which the Egyptians give
worship; and if we do so before their eyes, certainly we will be stoned. 27 But we will go
three days' journey into the waste land and make an offering to the Lord our God as he
may give us orders. 28Then Pharaoh said, I will let you go to make an offering to the Lord
your God in the waste land; but do not go very far away, and make prayer for me. 29And
Moses said, When I go out from you I will make prayer to the Lord that the cloud of flies
may go away fromPharaoh and fromhis people and fromhis servants tomorrow: only let
Pharaoh no longer by deceit keep back the people frommaking their offering to the Lord.
30ThenMoseswent out from Pharaoh andmade prayer to the Lord. 31And the Lord did as
Moses said, and took away the cloud of flies fromPharaoh and fromhis servants and from
his people; not one was to be seen. 32But again Pharaoh made his heart hard and did not
let the people go.

9
1 Then the Lord said to Moses, Go in to Pharaoh and say to him, This is what the Lord,

the God of the Hebrews, says: Let my people go so that they may give me worship. 2 For
if you will not let them go, but still keep them in your power, 3 Then the hand of the Lord
will put on your cattle in the field, on the horses and the asses and the camels, on the herds
and the flocks, a very evil disease. 4And the Lord will make a division between the cattle
of Israel and the cattle of Egypt; there will be no loss of any of the cattle of Israel. 5 And
the time was fixed by the Lord, and he said, Tomorrow the Lord will do this thing in the
land. 6And on the day after, the Lord did as he had said, causing the death of all the cattle
of Egypt, but there was no loss of any of the cattle of Israel. 7 And Pharaoh sent and got
word that there was no loss of any of the cattle of Israel. But the heart of Pharaoh was
hard and he did not let the people go. 8And the Lord said to Moses and to Aaron, Take in
your hand a little dust from the fire and let Moses send it in a shower up to heaven before
the eyes of Pharaoh. 9 And it will become small dust over all the land of Egypt, and will
be a skin-disease bursting out in wounds on man and beast through all the land of Egypt.
10So they took somedust from thefire, andplacing themselves before Pharaoh,Moses sent
it out in a shower up to heaven; and it became a skin-disease bursting out on man and on
beast. 11And thewonder-workerswere not able to take their places beforeMoses, because
of the disease; for the disease was on thewonder-workers and on all the Egyptians. 12And
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the Lord made Pharaoh's heart hard, and he would not give ear to them, as the Lord had
said. 13And the Lord said toMoses, Get up early in themorning and take your place before
Pharaoh, and say tohim, This iswhat theLord, theGodof theHebrews, says: Letmypeople
go so that they may give me worship. 14 For this time I will send all my punishments on
yourself and on your servants and on your people; so that you may see that there is no
other likeme in all the earth. 15For if I had put the full weight ofmy hand on you and your
people, you would have been cut off from the earth: 16 But, for this very reason, I have
kept you from destruction, to make clear to you my power, and so that my name may be
honoured through all the earth. 17Are you still uplifted in pride against my people so that
youwill not let them go? 18Truly, tomorrow about this time I will send down an ice-storm,
such as never was in Egypt from its earliest days till now. 19 Then send quickly and get in
your cattle and all you have from the fields; for if any man or beast in the field has not
been put under cover, the ice-storm will come down on them with destruction. 20 Then
everyone among the servants of Pharaohwho had the fear of the Lord, made his servants
and his cattle come quickly into the house: 21And he who gave no attention to the word
of the Lord, kept his servants and his cattle in the field. 22 And the Lord said to Moses,
Now let your hand be stretched out to heaven so that there may be an ice-storm on all the
land of Egypt, on man and on beast and on every plant of the field through all the land of
Egypt. 23AndMosesput out his rod toheaven: and theLord sent thunder, andan ice-storm,
and fire running down on the earth; the Lord sent an ice-storm on the land of Egypt. 24 So
therewas an ice-stormwithfire running through it, coming downwith great force, such as
never was in all the land of Egypt from the time when it became a nation. 25And through
all the land of Egypt the ice-storm came down on everything which was in the fields, on
man and on beast; and every green plant was crushed and every tree of the field broken.
26Only in the land of Goshen, where the children of Israel were, there was no ice-storm.
27Then Pharaoh sent forMoses andAaron, and said to them, I have done evil this time: the
Lord is upright, and I andmy people are sinners. 28Make prayer to the Lord; for there has
been enough of these thunderings of God and this ice-storm; and I will let you go and will
keep you no longer. 29And Moses said, When I am gone outside the town, my hands will
be stretched out to the Lord; the thunders and the ice-storm will come to an end, so that
you may see that the earth is the Lord's. 30But as for you and your servants, I am certain
that even now the fear of the Lord God will not be in your hearts. 31And the flax and the
barleywere damaged, for the barleywas almost ready to be cut and the flaxwas in flower.
32But the rest of the grain-plants were undamaged, for they had not come up. 33 So Moses
went out of the town, and stretching out his hands made prayer to God: and the thunders
and the ice-storm came to an end; and the fall of rain was stopped. 34 But when Pharaoh
saw that the rain and the ice-storm and the thunderswere ended, hewent on sinning, and
madehis heart hard, he andhis servants. 35And the heart of Pharaohwas hard, andhe did
not let the people go, as the Lord had said by themouth of Moses.

10
1And the Lord said to Moses, Go in to Pharaoh: for I havemade his heart and the hearts

of his servants hard, so that I may let my signs be seen among them: 2And so that youmay
be able to give to your son and to your son's son the story of my wonders in Egypt, and
the signs which I have done among them; so that you may see that I am the Lord. 3 Then
Moses andAaronwent in to Pharaoh, and said to him, This is what the Lord, the God of the
Hebrews, says: How long will you be lifted up in your pride before me? let my people go
so that they may give me worship. 4 For if you will not let my people go, tomorrow I will
send locusts into your land: 5And the face of the earth will be covered with them, so that
you will not be able to see the earth: and they will be the destruction of everything which
up to nowhas not been damaged, everythingwhichwas not crushed by the ice-storm, and
every tree still living in your fields. 6And your houses will be full of them, and the houses
of your servants and of all the Egyptians; it will be worse than anything your fathers have
seen or their fathers, from the day when they were living on the earth till this day. And so
he went out from Pharaoh. 7And Pharaoh's servants said to him, How long is this man to
be the cause of evil to us? let the men go so that they may give worship to the Lord their
God: are you not awake to Egypt's danger? 8Then Moses and Aaron came in again before
Pharaoh: and he said to them, Go and giveworship to the Lord your God: butwhich of you
are going? 9AndMoses said,Wewill gowith our young and our old, with our sons and our
daughters, with our flocks and our herds; for we are to keep a feast to the Lord. 10And he
said to them, May the Lord be with you, if I will let you and your little ones go! take care,
for your purpose clearly is evil. 11Not so; but let your males go and give worship to the
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Lord, as your desire is. This he said, driving them out from before him. 12And the Lord
said toMoses, Let your hand be stretched out over the land of Egypt so that the locustsmay
come up on the land for the destruction of every green plant in the land, even everything
untouchedby the ice-storm. 13AndMoses' rodwasstretchedoutover the landofEgypt, and
the Lord sent an east wind over the land all that day and all the night; and in the morning
the locusts cameupwith theeastwind. 14And the locustswentupoverall the landofEgypt,
resting on every part of the land, in very great numbers; such an armyof locusts hadnever
been seen before, and never will be again. 15For all the face of the earthwas coveredwith
them, so that the landwas black; and every green plant and all the fruit of the trees which
was untouched by the ice-storm they took for food: not one green thing, no plant or tree,
was to be seen in all the land of Egypt. 16Then Pharaoh quickly sent for Moses and Aaron,
and said, I have done evil against the Lord your God and against you. 17Let me now have
forgiveness for my sin this time only, and make prayer to the Lord your God that he will
take away from me this death only. 18 So he went out from Pharaoh and made prayer to
the Lord. 19And the Lord sent a very strong west wind, which took up the locusts, driving
them into the Red Sea; not one locust was to be seen in any part of Egypt. 20But the Lord
made Pharaoh's heart hard, and he did not let the children of Israel go. 21 And the Lord
said to Moses, Let your hand be stretched out to heaven, and all the land of Egypt will be
dark, so that men will be feeling their way about in the dark. 22 And when Moses' hand
was stretched out, dark night came over all the land of Egypt for three days; 23They were
not able to see one another, and no one got up from his place for three days: but where
the children of Israel were living it was light. 24 Then Pharaoh sent for Moses, and said,
Go and give worship to the Lord; only let your flocks and your herds be kept here: your
little onesmay gowith you. 25ButMoses said, Youwill have to let us take burned offerings
to put before the Lord our God. 26 So our cattle will have to go with us, not one may be
kept back; for they are needed for theworship of the Lord our God; we have no knowledge
what offering we have to give till we come to the place. 27 But the Lord made Pharaoh's
heart hard, and he would not let them go. 28And Pharaoh said to him, Go away fromme,
take care that you come not again before me; for the day when you see my face again will
be your last. 29AndMoses said, You say truly; I will not see your face again.

11
1And the Lord said toMoses, Iwill send onemore punishment onPharaoh andonEgypt;

after that he will let you go; andwhen he does let you go, he will not keep one of you back,
but will send you out by force. 2 So go now and give orders to the people that every man
andeverywoman is to get fromhis orherneighbour ornaments of silver andof gold. 3And
the Lord gave the people grace in the eyes of the Egyptians. For themanMoses was highly
honoured in the land of Egypt, by Pharaoh's servants and the people. 4 And Moses said,
This is what the Lord says: About themiddle of the night I will go out through Egypt: 5And
death will come to every mother's first male child in all the land of Egypt, from the child
of Pharaoh on his seat of power, to the child of the servant-girl crushing the grain; and the
first births of all the cattle. 6And therewill be a great cry throughall the landof Egypt, such
as never has been or will be again. 7 But against the children of Israel, man or beast, not
so much as the tongue of a dog will be moved: so that you may see how the Lord makes a
division between Israel and the Egyptians. 8And all these your servants will come to me,
going down on their faces beforeme and saying, Go out, and all your peoplewith you: and
after that I will go out. And he went away from Pharaoh burning with wrath. 9 And the
Lord said toMoses, Pharaohwill not give ear to you, so thatmywondersmay be increased
in the land of Egypt. 10 All these wonders Moses and Aaron did before Pharaoh: but the
Lordmade Pharaoh's heart hard, and he did not let the children of Israel go out of his land.

12
1And theLord said toMoses andAaron in the landof Egypt, 2Let thismonthbe to you the

first of months, the first month of the year. 3 Say to all the children of Israel when they are
come together, In the tenth day of this month every man is to take a lamb, by the number
of their fathers' families, a lamb for every family: 4And if the lamb is more than enough
for the family, let that family and its nearest neighbour have a lamb between them, taking
intoaccount thenumberofpersonsandhowmuch food isneeded foreveryman. 5Letyour
lamb be without a mark, a male in its first year: you may take it from among the sheep or
the goats: 6Keep it till the fourteenth day of the samemonth, when everyonewho is of the
children of Israel is to put it to death between sundown and dark. 7Then take some of the
blood andput it on the two sides of the door and over the door of the housewhere themeal
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is to be taken. 8And let your food that night be the flesh of the lamb, cookedwith fire in the
oven, together with unleavened bread and bitter-tasting plants. 9Do not take it uncooked
or cooked with boiling water, but let it be cooked in the oven; its head with its legs and its
inside parts. 10Do not keep any of it till the morning; anything which is not used is to be
burnedwithfire. 11And take yourmeal dressed as if for a journey,with your shoes on your
feet and your sticks in your hands: take it quickly: it is the Lord's Passover. 12 For on that
night I will go through the land of Egypt, sending death on every first male child, of man
and of beast, and judging all the gods of Egypt: I am the Lord. 13And the blood will be a
sign on the houses where you are: when I see the blood I will go over you, and no evil will
come on you for your destruction, when my hand is on the land of Egypt. 14And this day
is to be kept in your memories: you are to keep it as a feast to the Lord through all your
generations, as an order for ever. 15 For seven days let your food be unleavened bread;
from the first day no leaven is to be seen in your houses: whoever takes breadwith leaven
in it, from the first till the seventh day, will be cut off from Israel. 16And on the first day
there is to be a holy meeting and on the seventh day a holy meeting; no sort of work may
be done on those days but only to make ready what is necessary for everyone's food. 17 So
keep the feast of unleavenedbread; for on this very day I have taken your armies out of the
land of Egypt: this day, then, is to be kept through all your generations by an order for ever.
18 In the first month, from the evening of the fourteenth day, let your food be unleavened
bread till the evening of the twenty-first day of the month. 19 For seven days no leaven is
to be seen in your houses: for whoever takes bread which is leavened will be cut off from
the people of Israel, if he is from another country or if he is an Israelite by birth. 20 Take
nothingwhich has leaven in it; wherever you are living let your food be unleavened cakes.
21ThenMoses sent for the chiefs of Israel, and said to them, See that lambs aremarked out
for yourselves and your families, and let the Passover lamb be put to death. 22 And take
some hyssop and put it in the blood in the basin, touching the two sides and the top of the
doorway with the blood from the basin; and let not one of you go out of his house till the
morning. 23 For the Lord will go through the land, sending death on the Egyptians; and
when he sees the blood on the two sides and the top of the door, the Lordwill go over your
door and will not let death come in for your destruction. 24And you are to keep this as an
order to you and to your sons for ever. 25Andwhen you come into the landwhich the Lord
will make yours, as he gave his word, you are to keep this act of worship. 26 And when
your children say to you, What is the reason of this act of worship? 27 Then you will say,
This is the offering of the Lord's Passover; for he went over the houses of the children of
Israel in Egypt, when he sent death on the Egyptians, and kept our families safe. And the
people gave worship with bent heads. 28 And the children of Israel went and did so; as
the Lord had given orders to Moses and Aaron, so they did. 29 And in the middle of the
night the Lord sent death on every first male child in the land of Egypt, from the child of
Pharaoh on his seat of power to the child of the prisoner in the prison; and the first births
of all the cattle. 30 Then Pharaoh got up in the night, he and all his servants and all the
Egyptians; and a great cry went up from Egypt; for there was not a house where someone
was not dead. 31 And he sent for Moses and Aaron by night, and said, Get up and go out
from among my people, you and the children of Israel; go and give worship to the Lord
as you have said. 32 And take your flocks and your herds as you have said, and be gone;
and give me your blessing. 33And the Egyptians were forcing the people on, to get them
out of the land quickly; for they said, We are all dead men. 34 And the people took their
bread-paste before it was leavened, putting their basins in their clothing on their backs.
35And the children of Israel had done as Moses had said; and they got from the Egyptians
ornaments of silver and of gold, and clothing: 36And the Lord had given the people grace
in the eyes of the Egyptians so that they gave themwhatever was requested. So they took
away all their goods from the Egyptians. 37 And the children of Israel made the journey
from Rameses to Succoth; there were about six hundred thousandmen on foot, as well as
children. 38 And a mixed band of people went with them; and flocks and herds in great
numbers. 39And theymade unleavened cakes from the paste which they had taken out of
Egypt; it was not leavened, for they had been sent out of Egypt so quickly, that they had no
time tomake any food ready. 40Now the children of Israel had been living in Egypt for four
hundred and thirty years. 41And at the end of four hundred and thirty years, to the very
day, all the armies of the Lordwent out of the land of Egypt. 42 It is awatch-night before the
Lord who took them out of the land of Egypt: this same night is a watch-night to the Lord
for all the children of Israel, through all their generations. 43And the Lord said to Moses
and Aaron, This is the law of the Passover: no man who is not an Israelite is to take of it:
44 But every man's servant, whom he has got for money, may take of it, when he has had
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circumcision. 45A man from a strange country living among you, and a servant working
for payment, may not take part in it. 46 It is to be taken in one house; not a bit of the flesh
is to be taken out of the house, and no bone of it may be broken. 47All Israel is to keep the
feast. 48 And if a man from another country is living with you, and has a desire to keep
the Passover to the Lord, let all the males of his family undergo circumcision, and then let
him come near and keep it; for he will then be as one of your people; but no one without
circumcision may keep it. 49 The law is the same for him who is an Israelite by birth and
for the man from a strange country who is living with you. 50 So the children of Israel did
as the Lord gave orders to Moses and Aaron. 51 And on that very day the Lord took the
children of Israel out of the land of Egypt by their armies.

13
1And theLordsaid toMoses, 2Let thefirstmale childof everymotheramong thechildren

of Israel be kept holy for me, even the first male birth among man or beast; for it is mine.
3And Moses said to the people, Let this day, on which you came out of Egypt, out of your
prison-house, be kept for ever in memory; for by the strength of his hand the Lord has
taken you out from this place; let no leavened bread be used. 4On this day, in the month
Abib, you are going out. 5 And it will be that, when the Lord takes you into the land of
the Canaanite and the Hittite and the Amorite and the Hivite and the Jebusite, the land
which he made an oath to your fathers that he would give you, a land flowing with milk
and honey, you will do this act of worship in this month. 6For seven days let your food be
unleavened cakes; and on the seventh day there is to be a feast to the Lord. 7Unleavened
cakes are to be your food through all the seven days; let no leavened bread be seen among
you, or any leaven, in any part of your land. 8And you will say to your son in that day, It
is because of what the Lord did for me when I came out of Egypt. 9And this will be for a
sign to you on your hand and for a mark on your brow, so that the law of the Lordmay be
in your mouth: for with a strong hand the Lord took you out of Egypt. 10 So let this order
be kept, at the right time, from year to year. 11And when the Lord takes you into the land
of Canaan, as hemade his oath to you and to your fathers, and gives it to you, 12You are to
put on one side for the Lord everymother's first male child, the first-fruit of her body, and
the first young one of every beast; every male is holy to the Lord. 13And for the young of
an ass you may give a lamb in payment, or if you will not make payment for it, its neck is
to be broken; but for all the first sons among your children, let payment be made. 14And
when your son says to you in time to come, What is the reason for this? say to him, By the
strength of his hand the Lord took us out of Egypt, out of the prison-house: 15And when
Pharaoh made his heart hard and would not let us go, the Lord sent death on all the first
sons in Egypt, of man and of beast: and so every first male who comes to birth is offered
to the Lord; but for all the first of my sons I give a price. 16And this will be for a sign on
your hand and for a mark on your brow: for by the strength of his hand the Lord took us
out of Egypt. 17Now after Pharaoh had let the people go, God did not take them through
the land of the Philistines, though that was near: for God said, If the people see war, they
may have a change of heart and go back to Egypt. 18But God took the people round by the
waste land near the Red Sea: and the children of Israel went up in fighting order out of the
land of Egypt. 19And Moses took the bones of Joseph with him, for Joseph had made the
children of Israel take an oath, saying, Godwill certainly keep you inmind; and you are to
take my bones away with you. 20 Then they went on their journey from Succoth, and put
up their tents in Etham at the edge of the waste land. 21And the Lordwent before them by
day in a pillar of cloud, guiding them on their way; and by night in a pillar of fire to give
them light: so that they were able to go on day and night: 22The pillar of cloud went ever
before them by day, and the pillar of fire by night.

14
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2Give orders to the children of Israel to go back and put

up their tents before Pi-hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea, in front of Baal-zephon,
opposite to which you are to put up your tents by the sea. 3 And Pharaoh will say of the
children of Israel, They are wandering without direction, they are shut in by the waste
land. 4 And I will make Pharaoh's heart hard, and he will come after them and I will be
honoured over Pharaoh and all his army, so that the Egyptiansmay see that I am the Lord.
And they did so. 5Andword came to Pharaoh of the flight of the people: and the feeling of
Pharaoh and of his servants about the people was changed, and they said, Why have we
let Israel go, so that they will do no more work for us? 6 So he had his war-carriage made
ready and took his people with him: 7And he took six hundred carriages, all the carriages
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of Egypt, and captains over all of them. 8And the Lord made the heart of Pharaoh hard,
and he went after the children of Israel: for the children of Israel had gone out without
fear. 9But the Egyptians went after them, all the horses and carriages of Pharaoh, and his
horsemen, andhis army, and overtook them in their tents by the sea, by Pihahiroth, before
Baal-zephon. 10And when Pharaoh came near, the children of Israel, lifting up their eyes,
saw the Egyptians coming after them, and were full of fear; and their cry went up to God.
11And they said to Moses, Was there no resting-place for the dead in Egypt, that you have
takenus away to come to our death in thewaste land? whyhave you takenus out of Egypt?
12 Did we not say to you in Egypt, Let us be as we are, working for the Egyptians? for it
is better to be the servants of the Egyptians than to come to our death in the waste land.
13 But Moses said, Keep where you are and have no fear; now you will see the salvation
of the Lord which he will give you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today you will
never see again. 14The Lordwillmakewar for you, you have only to keep quiet. 15And the
Lord said to Moses, Why are you crying out to me? give the children of Israel the order to
go forward. 16And let your rod be lifted up and your hand stretched out over the sea, and
it will be parted in two; and the children of Israel will go through on dry land. 17And I will
make theheart of theEgyptianshard, and theywill go inafter them: and Iwill behonoured
overPharaohandoverhisarmy, hiswar-carriages, andhishorsemen. 18And theEgyptians
will see that I am the Lord, when I get honour over Pharaoh and his war-carriages and his
horsemen. 19Then the angel of God, who had been before the tents of Israel, took his place
at their back; and the pillar of cloud, moving from before them, came to rest at their back:
20And it camebetween thearmyofEgyptand thearmyof Israel; and therewasadarkcloud
between them, and they went on through the night; but the one army came no nearer to
the other all the night. 21And when Moses' hand was stretched out over the sea, the Lord
with a strong east windmade the sea go back all night, and the waters were parted in two
and the sea became dry land. 22 And the children of Israel went through the sea on dry
land: and thewaterswere awall on their right side and on their left. 23Then the Egyptians
went after them into themiddle of the sea, all Pharaoh's horses and his war-carriages and
his horsemen. 24 And in the morning watch, the Lord, looking out on the armies of the
Egyptians fromthepillaroffireandcloud, sent troubleon thearmyof theEgyptians; 25And
made the wheels of their war-carriages stiff, so that they had hard work driving them: so
the Egyptians said, Let us go in flight from before the face of Israel, for the Lord is fighting
for them against the Egyptians. 26And the Lord said to Moses, Let your hand be stretched
out over the sea, and the waters will come back again on the Egyptians, and on their war-
carriages and on their horsemen. 27 And when Moses' hand was stretched out over the
sea, at dawn the sea came flowing back,meeting the Egyptians in their flight, and the Lord
sent destruction on the Egyptians in the middle of the sea. 28And the waters came back,
covering the war-carriages and the horsemen and all the army of Pharaoh which went
after them into themiddle of the sea; not one of themwas to be seen. 29But the children of
Israel went through the seawalking on dry land, and thewaters were awall on their right
side and on their left. 30 So that day the Lord gave Israel salvation from the hands of the
Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the sea's edge. 31And Israel saw the great
workwhich the Lord had done against the Egyptians, and the fear of the Lord came on the
people and they had faith in the Lord and in his servant Moses.

15
1ThenMoses and the children of Israel made this song to the Lord, and said, I will make

a song to the Lord, for he is lifted up in glory: the horse and the horseman he has sent
down into the sea. 2 The Lord is my strength and my strong helper, he has become my
salvation: he is my God and I will give him praise; my father's God and I will give him
glory. 3The Lord is a man of war: the Lord is his name. 4Pharaoh's war-carriages and his
army he has sent down into the sea: the best of his captains have gone down into the Red
Sea. 5Theywere coveredby thedeepwaters: like a stone theywentdownunder thewaves.
6Full of glory, O Lord, is the power of your right hand; by your right hand those who came
against you are broken. 7When you are lifted up in power, all thosewho come against you
are crushed: when you send out your wrath, they are burned up like dry grass. 8By your
breath thewavesweremassed together, the flowingwaters were lifted up like a pillar; the
deep waters became solid in the heart of the sea. 9 Egypt said, I will go after them, I will
overtake, I will make division of their goods: my desire will have its way with them; my
sword will be uncovered, my hand will send destruction on them. 10 You sent your wind
and the sea came over them: theywent down like lead into the great waters. 11Who is like
you, O Lord, among the gods? who is like you, in holy glory, to be praised with fear, doing
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wonders? 12When your right handwas stretched out, themouth of the earthwas open for
them. 13 In your mercy you went before the people whom you have made yours; guiding
them in your strength to your holy place. 14Hearing of you the peoples were shaking in
fear: the people of Philistia were gripped with pain. 15 The chiefs of Edom were troubled
in heart; the strongmen ofMoabwere in the grip of fear: all the people of Canaan became
like water. 16 Fear and grief came on them; by the strength of your arm they were turned
to stone; till your peoplewent over, O Lord, till the peoplewent overwhomyouhavemade
yours. 17You will take them in, planting them in the mountain of your heritage, the place,
O Lord, where you have made your house, the holy place, O Lord, the building of your
hands. 18 The Lord is King for ever and ever. 19 For the horses of Pharaoh, with his war-
carriages andhis horsemen,went into the sea, and the Lord sent thewaters of the sea back
over them; but the children of Israel went through the sea on dry land. 20 And Miriam,
the woman prophet, the sister of Aaron, took an instrument of music in her hand; and all
the women went after her with music and dances. 21And Miriam, answering, said, Make
a song to the Lord, for he is lifted up in glory; the horse and the horseman he has sent
into the sea. 22 Then Moses took Israel forward from the Red Sea, and they went out into
the waste land of Shur; and for three days they were in the waste land where there was
no water. 23 And when they came to Marah, the water was no good for drinking, for the
waters of Marah were bitter, which is why it was namedMarah. 24And the people, crying
out against Moses, said,What are we to have for drink? 25And in answer to his prayer, the
Lord made him see a tree, and when he put it into the water, the water was made sweet.
There he gave them a law and an order, testing them; 26And he said, If with all your heart
you will give attention to the voice of the Lord your God, and do what is right in his eyes,
giving ear tohis orders andkeepinghis laws, Iwill not put onyouanyof thediseaseswhich
I put on the Egyptians: for I am the Lord your life-giver. 27And they came to Elim where
therewere twelvewater-springs and seventy palm-trees: and they put up their tents there
by the waters.

16
1And theywent on theirway fromElim, andall the childrenof Israel came into thewaste

landof Sin,which is betweenElimandSinai, on thefifteenthdayof the secondmonth after
they went out of the land of Egypt. 2And all the children of Israel were crying out against
Moses andAaron in thewaste land: 3And the children of Israel said to them, Itwould have
been better for the Lord to have put us to death in the land of Egypt, wherewewere seated
by the flesh-pots and had bread enough for our needs; for you have taken us out to this
waste of sand, to put all this people to death through need of food. 4Then the Lord said to
Moses, See, I will send down bread from heaven for you; and the people will go out every
day and get enough for the day's needs; so that I may put them to the test to see if they will
keepmy laws or not. 5And on the sixth day they are tomake readywhat they get in, and it
will be twice as much as they get on the other days. 6And Moses and Aaron said to all the
children of Israel, This evening it will be clear to you that it is the Lord who has taken you
out of the land of Egypt: 7And in the morning you will see the glory of the Lord; for your
angry words against the Lord have come to his ears: and what are we that you are crying
out against us? 8 And Moses said, The Lord will give you meat for your food at evening,
and in the morning bread in full measure; for your outcry against the Lord has come to
his ears: for what are we? your outcry is not against us but against the Lord. 9AndMoses
said to Aaron, Say to all the people of Israel, Come near before the Lord for he has given
ear to your outcry. 10Andwhile Aaronwas talking to the children of Israel, their eyeswere
turned in the direction of the waste land, and they saw the glory of the Lord shining in the
cloud. 11And the Lord said toMoses, 12The outcry of the children of Israel has come tomy
ears: say to them now, At nightfall you will have meat for your food, and in the morning
bread in full measure; and you will see that I am the Lord your God. 13And it came about
that in the evening little birds came up and the place was covered with them: and in the
morning there was dew all round about the tents. 14And when the dew was gone, on the
face of the earthwas a small round thing, like small drops of ice on the earth. 15Andwhen
the children of Israel saw it, they said to one another,What is it? for they had no ideawhat
it was. AndMoses said to them, It is the breadwhich the Lord has given you for your food.
16 This is what the Lord has said, Let every man take up as much as he has need of; at the
rate of one omer for every person, let every man take as much as is needed for his family.
17 And the children of Israel did so, and some took more and some less. 18 And when it
was measured, he who had taken up much had nothing over, and he who had little had
enough; everyman had takenwhat hewas able tomake use of. 19AndMoses said to them,
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Let nothing be kept till the morning. 20 But they gave no attention to Moses, and some of
themkept it till themorning and therewereworms in it and it hadanevil smell: andMoses
was angry with them. 21 And they took it up morning by morning, every man as he had
need: and when the sun was high it was gone. 22And on the sixth day they took up twice
as much of the bread, two omers for every person: and all the rulers of the people gave
Moses word of it. 23And he said, This is what the Lord has said, Tomorrow is a day of rest,
a holy Sabbath to the Lord: what has to be cooked may be cooked; and what is over, put
on one side to be kept till the morning. 24And they kept it till the morning as Moses had
said: and no smell came from it, and it had no worms. 25AndMoses said, Make your meal
today of what you have, for this day is a Sabbath to the Lord: today you will not get any
in the fields. 26 For six days you will get it, but on the seventh day, the Sabbath, there will
not be any. 27But still on the seventh day some of the people went out to get it, and there
was not any. 28And the Lord said to Moses, How long will you go against my orders and
my laws? 29See, because the Lord has given you the Sabbath, he gives you on the sixth day
bread enough for two days; let every man keep where he is; let no man go out of his place
on the seventh day. 30 So the people took their rest on the seventh day. 31And this bread
was named manna by Israel: it was white, like a grain seed, and its taste was like cakes
made with honey. 32And Moses said, This is the order which the Lord has given: Let one
omer of it be kept for future generations, so that they may see the bread which I gave you
for your food in the waste land, when I took you out from the land of Egypt. 33AndMoses
said to Aaron, Take a pot and put one omer ofmanna in it, and put it away before the Lord,
to be kept for future generations. 34 So Aaron put it away in front of the holy chest to be
kept, as the Lord gave orders to Moses. 35And the children of Israel had manna for their
food for forty years, till they came to a land with people in it, till they came to the edge of
the land of Canaan. 36Now an omer is the tenth part of an ephah.

17
1And the children of Israelwent on from thewaste landof Sin, by stages as the Lord gave

them orders, and put up their tents in Rephidim: and there was no drinking-water for the
people. 2 So the people were angry with Moses, and said, Give us water for drinking. And
Moses said, Why are you angry with me? and why do you put God to the test? 3And the
peoplewere in great need ofwater; and theymade an outcry againstMoses, and said,Why
have you takenus out of Egypt to send death onus and our children and our cattle through
need of water? 4And Moses, crying out to the Lord, said, What am I to do to this people?
they are almost ready to put me to death by stoning. 5And the Lord said to Moses, Go on
before the people, and take some of the chiefs of Israel with you, and take in your hand
the rod which was stretched out over the Nile, and go. 6 See, I will take my place before
you on the rock in Horeb; and when you give the rock a blow, water will come out of it,
and the people will have drink. And Moses did so before the eyes of the chiefs of Israel.
7 And he gave that place the name Massah and Meribah, because the children of Israel
were angry, and because they put the Lord to the test, saying, Is the Lord with us or not?
8Then Amalek came andmadewar on Israel in Rephidim. 9AndMoses said to Joshua, Get
together a band of men for us and go out, make war on Amalek: tomorrow I will take my
place on the top of the hill with the rod of God in my hand. 10 So Joshua did as Moses said
to him, andwent towarwith Amalek: andMoses, Aaron, andHurwent up to the top of the
hill. 11Now while Moses' hand was lifted up, Israel was the stronger: but when he let his
hand go down, Amalek became the stronger. 12ButMoses' hands became tired; so they put
a stone under him and he took his seat on it, Aaron and Hur supporting his hands, one on
one side and one on the other; so his hands were kept up without falling till the sun went
down. 13 And Joshua overcame Amalek and his people with the sword. 14 And the Lord
said to Moses, Make a record of this in a book, so that it may be kept in memory, and say it
again in the ears of Joshua: that all memory of Amalek is to be completely uprooted from
the earth. 15 Then Moses put up an altar and gave it the name of Yahweh-nissi: 16 For he
said, The Lord has taken his oath that there will be war with Amalek from generation to
generation.

18
1 Now news came to Jethro, the priest of Midian, Moses' father-in-law, of all God had

done for Moses and for Israel his people, and how the Lord had taken Israel out of Egypt.
2And Jethro, Moses' father-in-law, took Zipporah, Moses' wife, after he had sent her away,
3And her two sons, one of whom was named Gershom, for he said, I have been living in
a strange land: 4And the name of the other was Eliezer, for he said, The God of my father
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wasmy help, and kept me safe from the sword of Pharaoh: 5And Jethro, Moses' father-in-
law, camewith his sons and his wife to whereMoses had put up his tent in the waste land,
by the mountain of God. 6And he said to Moses, I, your father-in-law, have come to you,
with your wife and your two sons. 7 And Moses went out to his father-in-law, and went
down on his face before him and gave him a kiss; and they said to one another, Are you
well? and they came into the tent. 8AndMoses gave his father-in-law an account of all the
Lord had done to Pharaoh and to the Egyptians because of Israel, and of all the troubles
which had come on them by the way, and how the Lord had given them salvation. 9And
Jethro was glad because the Lord had been good to Israel, freeing them from the power of
the Egyptians. 10And Jethro said, Praise be to the Lord, who has taken you out of the hand
of Pharaoh and out of the hand of the Egyptians; freeing the people from the yoke of the
Egyptians. 11Now I am certain that the Lord is greater than all gods, for he has overcome
them in their pride. 12 Then Jethro, Moses' father-in-law, made a burned offering to God:
andAaron came,with the chiefs of Israel, andhad amealwithMoses' father-in-law, before
God. 13Now on the day after, Moses took his seat to give decisions for the people: and the
people were waiting before Moses frommorning till evening. 14And whenMoses' father-
in-law sawall hewas doing, he said,What is this you are doing for the people? whyare you
seated here by yourself, with all the people waiting before you frommorning till evening?
15 And Moses said to his father-in-law, Because the people come to me to get directions
from God: 16And if they have any question between themselves, they come to me, and I
am judge between a man and his neighbour, and I give them the orders and laws of God.
17And Moses' father-in-law said to him, What you are doing is not good. 18 Your strength
and that of the people will be completely used up: this work is more than you are able to
do by yourself. 19 Give ear now to my suggestion, and may God be with you: you are to
be the people's representative before God, taking their causes to him: 20 Teaching them
his rules and his laws, guiding them in the way they have to go, andmaking clear to them
the work they have to do. 21But for the rest, take from among the people able men, such
as have the fear of God, true men hating profits wrongly made; and put such men over
them, to be captains of thousands, captains of hundreds and of fifties and of tens; 22And
let them be judges in the causes of the people at all times: and let them put before you all
important questions, but in small things let them give decisions themselves: in this way,
it will be less hard for you, and they will take the weight off you. 23 If you do this, and
God gives approval, then you will be able to go on without weariness, and all this people
will go to their tents in peace. 24 So Moses took note of the words of his father-in-law, and
did as he had said. 25And he made selection of able men out of all Israel, and made them
heads over the people, captains of thousands, captains of hundreds and of fifties and of
tens. 26And they were judges in the causes of the people at all times: the hard questions
they put before Moses; but on every small point they gave decisions themselves. 27 And
Moses let his father-in-law go away, and he went back to his land.

19
1 In the third month after the children of Israel went out from Egypt, on the same day,

they came into the waste land of Sinai. 2 And when they had gone away from Rephidim
and had come into the waste land of Sinai, they put up their tents in the waste land before
the mountain: there Israel put up its tents. 3And Moses went up to God, and the voice of
the Lord came to him from themountain, saying, Say to the family of Jacob, and giveword
to the children of Israel: 4 You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I took you,
as on eagles' wings, guiding you to myself. 5 If now you will truly give ear to my voice and
keepmy agreement, youwill bemy special property out of all the peoples: for all the earth
is mine: 6 And you will be a kingdom of priests to me, and a holy nation. These are the
words which you are to say to the children of Israel. 7 And Moses came and sent for the
chiefs of the people and put before them all these words which the Lord had given him
orders to say. 8And all the people, answering together, said, Whatever the Lord has said
we will do. And Moses took back to the Lord the words of the people. 9And the Lord said
to Moses, See, I will come to you in a thick cloud, so that what I say to you may come to
the ears of the people and they may have belief in you for ever. And Moses gave the Lord
wordofwhat the people had said. 10And theLord said toMoses, Go to the people andmake
them holy today and tomorrow, and let their clothing be washed. 11And by the third day
let thembe ready: for on the third day the Lordwill comedownonMount Sinai, before the
eyes of all the people. 12And let limits be marked out for the people round the mountain,
and say to them, Take care not to go up themountain or near the sides of it: whoever puts
his foot on the mountain will certainly come to his death: 13He is not to be touched by a
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hand, but is to be stoned or have an arrow put through him; man or beast, he is to be put
to death: at the long sounding of a horn theymay come up to themountain. 14ThenMoses
went down from themountain to the people, andmade the people holy; and their clothing
was washed. 15 And he said to the people, Be ready by the third day: do not come near
a woman. 16And when morning came on the third day, there were thunders and flames
anda thick cloudon themountain, andahorn soundingvery loud; andall thepeople in the
tentswere shakingwith fear. 17AndMosesmade thepeople comeoutof their tentsand take
their places beforeGod; and they came to the foot of themountain, 18And all themountain
of Sinai was smoking, for the Lord had come down on it in fire: and the smoke of it went
up like the smoke of a great burning; and all the mountain was shaking. 19And when the
sound of the horn became louder and louder, Moses' words were answered by the voice
of God. 20 Then the Lord came down on to Mount Sinai, to the top of the mountain, and
the Lord sent for Moses to come up to the top of the mountain, andMoses went up. 21And
the Lord said to Moses, Go down and give the people orders to keep back, for fear that a
great number of them, forcing theirway through to see the Lord,may come to destruction.
22 And let the priests who come near to the Lord make themselves holy, for fear that the
Lord may come on them suddenly. 23And Moses said to the Lord, The people will not be
able to come up the mountain, for you gave us orders to put limits round the mountain,
marking it out and making it holy. 24 And the Lord said to him, Go down, and you and
Aaron may come up; but let not the priests and the people make their way through to the
Lord, or hewill come on them suddenly. 25SoMoseswent down to the people and said this
to them.

20
1And God said all these words: 2 I am the Lord your Godwho took you out of the land of

Egypt, out of theprison-house. 3Youare tohavenoother godsbutme. 4Youarenot tomake
an image or picture of anything in heaven or on the earth or in thewaters under the earth:
5 You may not go down on your faces before them or give them worship: for I, the Lord
your God, am a God who will not give his honour to another; and I will send punishment
on the children for the wrongdoing of their fathers, to the third and fourth generation of
my haters; 6 And I will have mercy through a thousand generations on those who have
love for me and keepmy laws. 7You are not to make use of the name of the Lord your God
for an evil purpose; whoever takes the Lord's name on his lips for an evil purpose will be
judged a sinner by the Lord 8Keep inmemory the Sabbath and let it be a holy day. 9On six
days do all your work: 10 But the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God; on that
day you are to do no work, you or your son or your daughter, your man-servant or your
woman-servant, your cattle or the man from a strange country who is living among you:
11 For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, and the sea, and everything in them,
and he took his rest on the seventh day: for this reason the Lord has given his blessing to
the seventh day and made it holy. 12 Give honour to your father and to your mother, so
that your life may be long in the land which the Lord your God is giving you. 13Do not put
anyone to deathwithout cause. 14Donot be false to themarried relation. 15Donot take the
property of another. 16Do not give false witness against your neighbour. 17 Let not your
desire be turned to your neighbour's house, or his wife or his man-servant or his woman-
servant or his ox or his ass or anything which is his. 18And all the people were watching
the thunderings and the flames and the sound of the horn and themountain smoking; and
when they saw it, they kept far off, shaking with fear. 19And they said to Moses, To your
words we will give ear, but let not the voice of God come to our ears, for fear death may
come on us. 20AndMoses said to the people, Have no fear: for God has come to put you to
the test, so that fearinghimyoumaybekept fromsin. 21And thepeoplekept theirplaces far
off, but Moses went near to the dark cloud where God was. 22And the Lord said to Moses,
Say to the children of Israel, You yourselves have seen thatmy voice has come to you from
heaven 23Gods of silver and gods of gold you are not to make for yourselves. 24Make for
me an altar of earth, offering on it your burned offerings and your peace-offerings, your
sheep and your oxen: in every placewhere I have put thememory ofmyname, Iwill come
to you and give you my blessing. 25And if you make me an altar of stone do not make it
of cut stones: for the touch of an instrument will make it unclean. 26And do not go up by
steps to my altar, for fear that your bodies may be seen uncovered.

21
1Now these are the lawswhich you are to put before them. 2 If you get aHebrew servant

formoney, he is to be your servant for six years, and in the seventh year you are to let him
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go free without payment. 3 If he comes to you by himself, let him go away by himself: if he
is married, let his wife go awaywith him. 4 If his master gives him awife, and he gets sons
or daughters by her, the wife and her children will be the property of the master, and the
servant is to go away by himself. 5But if the servant says clearly, My master and my wife
and children are dear tome; I have no desire to be free: 6Then his master is to take him to
the gods of the house, and at the door, or at its framework, he is to make a hole in his ear
with a sharp-pointed instrument; and he will be his servant for ever. 7And if a man gives
his daughter for a price to be a servant, she is not to go away free as the men-servants do.
8 If she is not pleasing to hermaster who has taken her for himself, let a payment bemade
for her so that shemay go free; hermaster has no power to get a price for her and send her
to a strange land, becausehehas been false to her. 9And if he gives her to his son, he is to do
everything for her as if she was his daughter. 10And if he takes another woman, her food
and clothing and her married rights are not to be less. 11And if he does not do these three
things for her, she has the right to go freewithout payment. 12Hewho gives aman a death-
blow is himself to be put to death. 13 But if he had no evil purpose against him, and God
gave him into his hand, I will give you a place to which he may go in flight. 14But if a man
makes an attack onhis neighbour onpurpose, to put him to death by deceit, you are to take
him frommy altar and put him to death. 15Any man who gives a blow to his father or his
mother is certainly to be put to death. 16Anymanwho gets another into his power in order
to get a price for him is to be put to death, if you take him in the act. 17Anyman cursing his
father or hismother is to be put to death. 18 If, in afight, onemangives another a blowwith
a stone, or with the shut hand, not causing his death, but making him keep in bed; 19 If he
is able to get up again and go about with a stick, the other will be let off; only he will have
to give him payment for the loss of his time, and see that he is cared for till he is well. 20 If
a man gives his man-servant or his woman-servant blows with a rod, causing death, he
is certainly to undergo punishment. 21But, at the same time, if the servant goes on living
for a day or two, the master is not to get punishment, for the servant is his property. 22 If
men, while fighting, do damage to a woman with child, causing the loss of the child, but
no other evil comes to her, the man will have to make payment up to the amount fixed by
her husband, in agreement with the decision of the judges. 23But if damage comes to her,
let life be given in payment for life, 24 Eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for
foot, 25Burning for burning, wound for wound, blow for blow. 26 If a man gives his man-
servant or his woman-servant a blow in the eye, causing its destruction, he is to let him go
free on account of the damage to his eye. 27Or if the loss of a tooth is caused by his blow,
he will let him go free on account of his tooth. 28 If an ox comes to be the cause of death to
a man or a woman, the ox is to be stoned, and its flesh may not be used for food; but the
owner will not be judged responsible. 29 But if the ox has frequently done such damage
in the past, and the owner has had word of it and has not kept it under control, so that it
has been the cause of the death of a man or woman, not only is the ox to be stoned, but its
owner is to be put to death. 30 If a price is put onhis life, let himmakepayment ofwhatever
price is fixed. 31 If the death of a son or of a daughter has been caused, the punishment is
to be in agreement with this rule. 32 If the death of a man-servant or of a woman-servant
is caused by the ox, the owner is to give their master thirty shekels of silver, and the ox is
to be stoned. 33 If a man makes a hole in the earth without covering it up, and an ox or
an ass dropping into it comes to its death; 34 The owner of the hole is responsible; he will
have tomake payment to their owner, but the dead beast will be his. 35And if oneman's ox
does damage to another man's ox, causing its death, then the living ox is to be exchanged
for money, and division made of the price of it, and of the price of the dead one. 36 But if
it is common knowledge that the ox has frequently done such damage in the past, and its
owner has not kept it under control, he will have to give ox for ox; and the dead beast will
be his.

22
1 If aman takeswithout right anotherman's ox or his sheep, and puts it to death or gets a

price for it, he is to give five oxen for an ox, or four sheep for a sheep, in payment: the thief
will have tomake payment forwhat he has taken; if he has nomoney, he himself will have
to be exchanged for money, so that payment may bemade. 2 If a thief is taken in the act of
forcing his way into a house, and his death is caused by a blow, the owner of the house is
not responsible for his blood. 3But if it is after dawn, hewill be responsible. 4 If he still has
what he had taken, whatever it is, ox or ass or sheep, he is to give twice its value. 5 If aman
makes a fire in a field or a vine-garden, and lets the fire do damage to another man's field,
he is to give of the best produce of his field or his vine-garden tomake up for it. 6 If there is
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a fire and the flames get to the thorns at the edge of the field, causing destruction of the cut
grain or of the living grain, or of thefield, hewhomade thefirewill have tomakeup for the
damage. 7 If aman putsmoney or goods in the care of his neighbour to keep for him, and it
is taken from the man's house, if they get the thief, he will have to make payment of twice
the value. 8 If they do not get the thief, let the master of the house come before the judges
and take an oath that he has not put his hand on his neighbour's goods. 9 In any question
about anoxor anass or a sheepor clothing, or about the loss of anypropertywhichanyone
says is his, let the two sides put their cause before God; and he who is judged to be in the
wrong is to make payment to his neighbour of twice the value. 10 If a man puts an ass or
an ox or a sheep or any beast into the keeping of his neighbour, and it comes to death or is
damaged or is taken away, without any person seeing it: 11 If he takes his oath before the
Lord that he has not put his hand to his neighbour's goods, the owner is to take his word
for it and hewill not have tomake payment for it. 12But if it is taken fromhimby a thief, he
is to make up for the loss of it to its owner. 13But if it has been damaged by a beast, and he
is able to make this clear, he will not have to make payment for what was damaged. 14 If a
man gets from his neighbour the use of one of his beasts, and it is damaged or put to death
when the owner is not with it, he will certainly have to make payment for the loss. 15 If
the owner is with it, he will not have to make payment: if he gave money for the use of it,
the loss is covered by the payment. 16 If a man takes a virgin, who has not given her word
to another man, and has connection with her, he will have to give a bride-price for her to
be his wife. 17 If her father will not give her to him on any account, he will have to give
the regular payment for virgins. 18Any woman using unnatural powers or secret arts is
to be put to death. 19Any man who has sex connection with a beast is to be put to death.
20 Complete destruction will come on any man who makes offerings to any other god but
the Lord. 21Do no wrong to a man from a strange country, and do not be hard on him; for
you yourselves were living in a strange country, in the land of Egypt. 22Do no wrong to a
widow, or to a child whose father is dead. 23 If you are cruel to them in any way, and their
cry comes up tome, I will certainly give ear; 24And in the heat ofmywrath Iwill put you to
deathwith the sword, so that yourwiveswill bewidowsandyour childrenwithout fathers.
25 If you let any of the poor amongmy people have the use of yourmoney, do not be a hard
creditor to him, and do not take interest. 26 If ever you take your neighbour's clothing in
exchange for the use of your money, let him have it back before the sun goes down: 27For
it is the only thing he has for covering his skin; what is he to go to sleep in? and when his
cry comes up to me, I will give ear, for my mercy is great. 28 You may not say evil of the
judges, or put a curse on the ruler of your people. 29Do not keep back your offerings from
the wealth of your grain and your vines. The first of your sons you are to give to me. 30 In
the samewaywith your oxen and your sheep: for seven days let the young one be with its
mother; on the eighth day give it to me. 31 You are to be holy men to me: the flesh of no
animal whose death has been caused by the beasts of the field may be used for your food;
it is to be given to the dogs.

23
1Do not let a false statement go further; do notmake an agreement with evil-doers to be

a false witness. 2Do not bemoved to do wrong by the general opinion, or give the support
of your words to a wrong decision: 3But, on the other hand, do not be turned from what
is right in order to give support to a poor man's cause. 4 If you come across the ox or the
ass of one who is no friend to you wandering from its way, you are to take it back to him.
5 If you see the ass of onewho has no love for you bent down to the earth under theweight
which is put on it, you are to come to its help, even against your desire. 6 Let no wrong
decisions be given in the poor man's cause. 7Keep yourselves far from any false business;
never let the upright or him who has done no wrong be put to death: for I will make the
evil-doer responsible for his sin. 8 Take no rewards in a cause: for rewards make blind
those who have eyes to see, and make the decisions of the upright false. 9Do not be hard
on theman from a strange country who is living among you; for you have had experience
of the feelings of one who is far from the land of his birth, because you yourselves were
living in Egypt, in a strange land. 10 For six years put seed into your fields and get in the
increase; 11 But in the seventh year let the land have a rest and be unplanted; so that the
poor may have food from it: and let the beasts of the field take the rest. Do the same with
your vine-gardens and your olive-trees. 12 For six days do your work, and on the seventh
day keep the Sabbath; so that your ox and your assmay have rest, together with the son of
your servant and the man from a strange land living among you. 13 Take note of all these
things which I have said to you, and let not the names of other gods come into yourminds
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or fromyour lips. 14Three times in the year you are to keep a feast tome. 15You are to keep
the feast of unleavened bread; for seven days let your bread be without leaven, as I gave
you orders, at the regular time in the month Abib (for in it you came out of Egypt); and let
no one come before me without an offering: 16And the feast of the grain-cutting, the first-
fruits of your planted fields: and the feast at the start of the year, when you have got in
all the fruit from your fields. 17Three times in the year let all your males come before the
Lord God. 18Do not give the blood of my offering with leavened bread; and do not let the
fat of my feast be kept all night till the morning. 19The best of the first-fruits of your land
are to be taken into the house of the Lord your God. The young goat is not to be cooked in
itsmother'smilk. 20See, I am sending an angel before you, to keep you on yourway and to
be your guide into the placewhich I havemade ready for you. 21Give attention to him and
give ear to his voice; do not go against him; for yourwrongdoingwill not be overlooked by
him, because my name is in him. 22But if you truly give ear to his voice, and do whatever
I say, then I will be against those who are against you, fighting those who are fighting you.
23Andmy angelwill go before you, guiding you into the land of the Amorite and theHittite
and the Perizzite and the Canaanite and the Hivite and the Jebusite, and they will be cut
off by my hand. 24 Do not go down on your faces and give worship to their gods, or do
as they do; but overcome them completely, and let their pillars be broken down. 25 And
give worship to the Lord your God, who will send his blessing on your bread and on your
water; and I will take all disease away from among you. 26All your animals will give birth
without loss, not one will be without young in all your land; I will give you a full measure
of life. 27 I will sendmy fear before you, putting to flight all the people to whom you come;
all those who are against youwill go in flight, turning their backs before you. 28 I will send
hornets before you, driving out the Hivite and the Canaanite and the Hittite before your
face. 29 I will not send them all out in one year, for fear that their landmay becomewaste,
and the beasts of the field be increased overmuch against you. 30Little by little I will send
them away before you, till your numbers are increased and you take up your heritage in
the land. 31 I will let the limits of your land be from the Red Sea to the sea of the Philistines,
and from the waste land to the river Euphrates: for I will give the people of those lands
into your power; and youwill send them out before you. 32Make no agreement with them
or with their gods. 33Let them not go on living in your land, or they will make you do evil
against me: for if you give worship to their gods, it will certainly be a cause of sin to you.

24
1And he said to Moses, Come up to the Lord, you and Aaron, and Nadab and Abihu and

seventy of the chiefs of Israel; and givemeworship froma distance. 2AndMoses onlymay
come near to the Lord; but the others are not to come near, and the people may not come
up with them. 3ThenMoses came and put before the people all the words of the Lord and
his laws: and all the people, answering with one voice, said, Whatever the Lord has said
wewill do. 4ThenMoses put down inwriting all thewords of the Lord, and he got up early
in the morning and made an altar at the foot of the mountain, with twelve pillars for the
twelve tribes of Israel. 5 And he sent some of the young men of the children of Israel to
make burned offerings and peace-offerings of oxen to the Lord. 6AndMoses took half the
blood and put it in basins; draining out half of the blood over the altar. 7And he took the
book of the agreement, reading it in the hearing of the people: and they said, Everything
which the Lord has saidwewill do, andwewill keep his laws. 8ThenMoses took the blood
and let it come on the people, and said, This blood is the sign of the agreement which the
Lord has made with you in these words. 9Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and
seventy of the chiefs of Israelwent up: 10And they saw theGod of Israel; andunder his feet
therewas, as it seemed, a jewelled floor, clear as the heavens. 11Andheput not his hand on
the chiefs of the children of Israel: they sawGod, and took food and drink. 12And the Lord
said to Moses, Come up to me on the mountain, and take your place there: and I will give
you the stones onwhich I have put in writing the law and the orders, so that youmay give
the people knowledge of them. 13 Then Moses and Joshua his servant got up; and Moses
went up into the mountain of God. 14And he said to the chiefs, Keep your places here till
we come back to you: Aaron and Hur are with you; if anyone has any cause let him go to
them. 15AndMoseswent up into themountain, and itwas covered by the cloud. 16And the
glory of the Lordwas resting onMount Sinai, and the cloudwas over it for six days; and on
the seventh day he saidMoses' name out of the cloud. 17And the glory of the Lordwas like
a flame on the top of the mountain before the eyes of the children of Israel. 18And Moses
went up themountain, into the cloud, and was there for forty days and forty nights.
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25
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Say to the children of Israel that they are to make me an

offering; from every man who has the impulse in his heart take an offering for me. 3And
this is the offering you are to take from them: gold and silver and brass; 4 And blue and
purple and red, and the best linen, and goats' hair; 5 And sheepskins coloured red, and
leather, andhardwood; 6Oil for the light, spices for the sweet-smelling oil, sweet perfumes
for burning; 7 Beryls and stones of value to be put on the ephod and on the priest's bag.
8And let themmakeme aholy place, so that Imay be ever present among them. 9Make the
House and everything in it from the designs which I will give you. 10And they are tomake
anark of hardwood; twoandahalf cubits long, anda cubit andahalfwide andhigh. 11 It is
to be plated inside and outwith the best gold, with an edge of gold all round it 12Andmake
four rings of gold for it, to be fixed on its four feet, two rings on one side of it and two on
the other. 13Andmake rods of the same wood, plating themwith gold. 14And put the rods
through the rings at the sides of the ark, for lifting it. 15The rods are to be kept in the rings,
andnever takenout. 16 Inside the ark youare to put the recordwhich Iwill give you. 17And
you are to make a cover of the best gold, two and a half cubits long and a cubit and a half
wide. 18And at the two ends of the cover you are to make two winged ones of hammered
gold, 19One at one end and one at the other; the winged ones are to be part of the cover.
20 And their wings are to be outstretched over the cover, and the winged ones are to be
opposite one another, facing the cover. 21And put the cover over the ark, and in the ark the
record which I will give you. 22And there, between the two winged ones on the cover of
the ark, I will come to you, face to face, and make clear to you all the orders I have to give
you for the children of Israel. 23And you are to make a table of the samewood, two cubits
long, a cubit wide and a cubit and a half high, 24Plated with the best gold, with a gold edge
all round it; 25Andmake a frame all round it, as wide as a man's hand, with a gold edge to
the frame. 26Andmake four gold rings and put them at the four angles, on the four feet of
the table; 27The rings are to be fixed under the frame to take the rodswithwhich the table
is to be lifted. 28Make rods of the same wood, plated with gold, for lifting the table. 29And
make the table-vessels, the spoons and the cups and the basins for liquids, all of the best
gold. 30And on the table at all times you are to keepmy holy bread. 31And you are tomake
a support for lights, of the best gold; its base and its pillar are to be of hammered gold; its
cups, its buds, and its flowers are to bemade of the samemetal. 32 It is to have six branches
coming out from its sides; three branches from one side and three from the other. 33Every
branch having three cups made like almond flowers, every cup with a bud and a flower,
on all the branches. 34And on the pillar, four cups like almond flowers, every one with its
bud and its flower: 35And under every two branches a bud, made with the branch, for all
the six branches of it. 36 The buds and the branches are to be made of the same metal; all
together one complete work of hammered gold. 37Then you are to make its seven vessels
for the lights, putting them in their place so that they give light in front of it. 38 And the
instruments and trays for usewith it are all to be of the best gold. 39A talent of goldwill be
needed for it, with all these vessels. 40And see that youmake them from the design which
you saw on themountain.

26
1Andyouare tomakeaHouse forme,with ten curtains of thebest linen, blue andpurple

and red, worked with designs of winged ones by a good workman. 2Every curtain is to be
twenty-eight cubits long and four cubits wide, all of the samemeasure. 3Five curtains are
to be joined together, and the otherfive are to be joined together. 4Andyouare to put twists
of blue cord on the edge of the outside curtain of the first group of five, and on the edge of
the outside curtain of the second group of five; 5 Fifty twists on one curtain and fifty on
the other, the twists to be opposite one another. 6 Then make fifty gold hooks, joining the
curtains together by the hooks, and in this way the House will be made. 7And you are to
make curtains of goats' hair for a tent over theHouse, eleven curtains. 8Every curtain is to
be thirty cubits long and four cubits wide, all of the samemeasure. 9Five of these curtains
are to be joined together, and the other six are to be joined together, the sixth being folded
over to make a hanging in front of the tent. 10And you are to put fifty twists of cord on the
edge of the outside curtain of one group, and fifty twists on the edge of the outside curtain
of the other group. 11Thenmakefifty brass hooks andput the hooks into the twists, joining
the tent together to make it one. 12 And the folded part which is over of the curtains of
the tent, the half-curtain which is folded back, will be hanging down over the back of the
House. 13And the cubit which is over of the ten curtains at the sides will be hanging over
the two sides of the House as a cover. 14And then you are to make a cover for the tent, of
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sheepskins coloured red, and a cover of leather over that. 15And you are to make upright
boards of hard wood for the House. 16Every board is to be ten cubits high and a cubit and
a half wide. 17Every board is to be joined to the one nearest to it by two tongues, and so for
every board in theHouse. 18These are the boards needed for the house; twenty boards for
the south side, 19With forty silver bases under the twenty boards, two bases under every
board to take its tongues. 20 And twenty boards for the second side of the house on the
north, 21With their forty silver bases, two under every board. 22 And six boards for the
back of the House on the west, 23With two boards for the angles of the House at the back.
24The two are to be joined together at the base and at the top to one ring, forming the two
angles. 25 So there are to be eight boards, with their sixteen silver bases, two bases under
every board. 26Andmake rods of the samewood, five for the boards on the one side, 27And
five for the boards on the other side of the House, and five for thewest side of the House at
the back. 28And themiddle rod is to go through the rings of all the boards from end to end.
29And the boards are to be plated with gold, having gold rings for the rods to go through:
and the rods are to be plated with gold. 30And you are to make the House from the design
which you saw on the mountain. 31And you are to make a veil of the best linen, blue and
purple and red, workedwith designs of winged ones by a goodworkman: 32Hanging it by
gold hooks from four pillars of wood, platedwith gold and fixed in silver bases. 33And you
are to put up the veil under the hooks, and put inside it the ark of the law: the veil is to be
a division between the holy place and themost holy. 34You are to put the cover on the ark
of the law, inside the most holy place. 35And outside the veil you are to put the table, and
the support for the lights opposite the table on the south side of the House; and the table
is to be on the north side. 36 And you are to make a curtain for the doorway of the Tent,
of the best linen with needlework of blue and purple and red. 37Andmake five pillars for
the curtain, of hard wood plated with gold; their hooks are to be of gold and their bases of
brass.

27
1And make an altar of hard wood, a square altar, five cubits long, five cubits wide and

three cubits high. 2 Put horns at the four angles of it, made of the same, plating it all with
brass. 3Andmake all its vessels, the baskets for taking away the dust of the fire, the spades
and basins and meat-hooks and fire-trays, of brass. 4And make a network of brass, with
four brass rings at its four angles. 5And put the network under the shelf round the altar so
that thenet comeshalf-wayup the altar. 6Andmake rods for the altar, of hardwood, plated
with brass. 7And put the rods through the rings at the two opposite sides of the altar, for
lifting it. 8The altar is to be hollow, boarded in with wood; make it from the design which
you sawon themountain. 9And let there be anopen space round theHouse,withhangings
for its south side of the best linen, a hundred cubits long. 10Their twenty pillars and their
twenty bases are to be of brass; the hooks of the pillars and their bands are to be of silver.
11 And on the north side in the same way, hangings a hundred cubits long, with twenty
pillars of brass on bases of brass; their hooks and their bands are to be of silver. 12And for
the open space on the west side, the hangings are to be fifty cubits wide, with ten pillars
and tenbases; 13Andon theeast side the space is tobefifty cubitswide. 14On theone sideof
the doorwaywill be hangings fifteen cubits long, with three pillars and three bases; 15And
on the other side, hangings fifteen cubits long, with three pillars and three bases. 16And
across the doorway, a veil of twenty cubits of the best linen, made of needlework of blue
andpurple and red,with four pillars and four bases. 17All the pillars round the open space
are to have silver bands, with hooks of silver and bases of brass. 18The open space is to be
a hundred cubits long, fifty cubitswide, with sides five cubits high, curtainedwith the best
linen, with bases of brass. 19All the instruments for thework of theHouse, and all its nails,
and the nails of the open space are to be of brass. 20Give orders to the children of Israel
to give you clear olive oil for the lights, so that a light may be burning there at all times.
21 Let Aaron and his sons put this in order, evening and morning, before the Lord, inside
the Tent of meeting, outside the veil which is before the ark; this is to be an order for ever,
from generation to generation, to be kept by the children of Israel.

28
1Now letAaronyourbrother, andhis sonswithhim, comenear fromamong the children

of Israel, so that they may be my priests, even Aaron, and Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and
Ithamar, his sons. 2Andmake holy robes for Aaron your brother, so that hemay be clothed
with glory and honour. 3Give orders to all the wise-heartedworkmen, whom I havemade
full of the spirit of wisdom, to make robes for Aaron, so that he may be made holy as my
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priest. 4 This is what they are to make: a priest's bag, an ephod, and a robe, and a coat
of coloured needlework, a head-dress, and a linen band; they are to make holy robes for
Aaron your brother and for his sons, so that theymay do thework of priests forme. 5They
are to take thegoldandblueandpurple andredand thebest linen, 6Andmake theephodof
gold and blue and purple and red and the best linen, the work of a designer. 7 It is to have
two bands stitched to it at the top of the arms, joining it together. 8 And the beautifully
worked band, which goes on it, is to be of the same work and the same material, of gold
and blue and purple and red and twisted linen-work. 9You are to take two beryl stones, on
which the names of the children of Israel are to be cut: 10 Six names on the one stone and
six on the other, in the order of their birth. 11With thework of a jeweller, like the cutting of
a stamp, the names of the children of Israel are to be cut on them, and they are to be fixed
in twisted frames of gold. 12 And the two stones are to be placed on the ephod, over the
arm-holes, to be stones of memory for the children of Israel: Aaron will have their names
on his armswhen he goes in before the Lord, to keep the Lord inmind of them. 13And you
are to make twisted frames of gold; 14And two chains of the best gold, twisted like cords;
and have the chains fixed on to the frames. 15Andmake a priest's bag for giving decisions,
designed like the ephod, made of gold and blue and purple and red and the best linen. 16 It
is to be square, folded in two, a hand-stretch long and a hand-stretch wide. 17 And on it
you are to put four lines of jewels; the first line is to be a cornelian, a chrysolite, and an
emerald; 18 The second, a ruby, a sapphire, and an onyx; 19 The third, a jacinth, an agate,
and an amethyst; 20The fourth, a topaz, a beryl, and a jasper; they are to be fixed in twisted
frames of gold. 21 The jewels are to be twelve in number, for the names of the children of
Israel; every jewel having the name of one of the twelve tribes cut on it as on a stamp.
22And you are tomake two chains of gold, twisted like cords, to be fixed to the priest's bag.
23And put two gold rings on the two ends of the bag. 24Put the two gold chains on the two
rings at the ends of the bag; 25 Joining the other ends of the chains to the gold frames and
putting them on the front of the ephod, at the top of the arms. 26Thenmake two gold rings
and put them on the lower ends of the bag, at the edge of it on the inner side nearest to the
ephod. 27Andmake twomore gold rings and put them on the front of the ephod at the top
of the arms, at the join, over the worked band: 28 So that the rings on the bagmay be fixed
to the rings of the ephod by a blue cord and on to the band of the ephod, so that the bag
may not come loose from the ephod. 29And so Aaron will have the names of the children
of Israel on the priest's bag over his heartwhenever he goes into the holy place, to keep the
memory of thembefore the Lord. 30And in the bag you are to put the Urim and Thummim,
so that theymay be onAaron's heart whenever he goes in before the Lord; and Aaronmay
have the power of making decisions for the children of Israel before the Lord at all times.
31 The robe which goes with the ephod is to be made all of blue; 32With a hole at the top,
in the middle of it; the hole is to be edged with a band to make it strong like the hole in
the coat of a fighting-man, so that it may not be broken open. 33And round the skirts of it
put fruits in blue and purple and red, with bells of gold between; 34A gold bell and a fruit
in turn all round the skirts of the robe. 35Aaron is to put it on for his holy work; and the
sound of it will be clear, when he goes into the holy place before the Lord, and when he
comes out, keeping him safe fromdeath. 36You are tomake a plate of the best gold, cutting
on it, as on a stamp, these words: HOLY TO THE LORD. 37Put a blue cord on it and put it on
the front of the twisted head-dress: 38And it will be over Aaron's brow, so that Aaron will
be responsible for any error in all the holy offerings made by the children of Israel; it will
be onhis browat all times, so that their offeringsmay be pleasing to the Lord. 39The coat is
to bemade of the best linen, worked in squares; and you are tomake a head-dress of linen,
anda linenbandworked inneedlework. 40And forAaron's sons youare tomake coats, and
bands, and head-dresses, so that they may be clothed with glory and honour. 41These you
are to put on Aaron, your brother, and on his sons, putting oil on them, separating them
andmaking them holy, to do the work of priests to me. 42And you are to make them linen
trousers, covering their bodies from the middle to the knee; 43Aaron and his sons are to
put these on whenever they go into the Tent of meeting or come near the altar, when they
are doing the work of the holy place, so that they may be free from any sin causing death:
this is to be an order for him and his seed after him for ever.

29
1This is what you are to do to make them holy, to do the work of priests to me: Take one

young ox and two male sheep, without any mark on them, 2And unleavened bread, and
unleavened cakes mixed with oil, and thin unleavened cakes on which oil has been put,
made of the best bread-meal; 3 Put these in a basket and take them, with the ox and the
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two sheep. 4And let Aaron and his sons come to the door of the Tent of meeting, and there
let them be washed with water. 5 Take the robes, and put the coat and the dress and the
ephod and the priest's bag on Aaron; put the band of needlework round him, 6And let the
head-dress be placed on his head and the holy crown on the head-dress. 7Then take the oil
and put it on his head. 8And take his sons and put their robes on them; 9And put the linen
bands round Aaron and his sons, and the head-dresses on them, to make them priests by
my order for ever: so you are to make Aaron and his sons holy to me. 10 Then let the ox
be taken in front of the Tent of meeting: and let Aaron and his sons put their hands on its
head. 11Andyouare toput theox todeathbefore theLordat thedoorof theTentofmeeting.
12Then take someof thebloodof theox, andput it on thehorns of the altarwith yourfinger,
draining out all the rest of the blood at the base of the altar. 13And take all the fat covering
the inside of the ox, and the fat joining the liver and the two kidneys with the fat round
them, and let them be burned on the altar; 14 But the flesh of the ox and its skin and its
waste parts are to be burned outside the circle of the tents, for it is a sin-offering. 15 Then
take one of the sheep, and let Aaron and his sons put their hands on its head. 16Then let it
be put to death, so that the sides of the altar are marked with its blood. 17 Then the sheep
is to be cut up into its parts, and after washing its legs and its inside parts, you are to put
them with the parts and the head, 18And let them all be burned on the altar as a burned
offering to the Lord: a sweet smell, an offering made by fire to the Lord. 19 Then take the
other sheep; and after Aaron and his sons have put their hands on its head, 20 You are to
put the sheep to death, and take some of its blood and put it on the point of Aaron's right
ear, and of the right ears of his sons, and on the thumbs of their right hands and the great
toes of their right feet, dropping the rest of the blood on the sides of the altar. 21Then take
someof the blood on the altar, and the oil, andput it onAaron andhis robes andonhis sons
and on their robes, so that he andhis robes and his sons and their robesmay bemade holy.
22Then take the fat of the sheep, the fat tail, the fat covering the insides, and the fat joining
the liver and the two kidneyswith the fat round them, and the right leg; for by the offering
of this sheep they are to bemarked out as priests: 23And take one bit of bread and one cake
of oiled bread and one thin cake out of the basket of unleavened breadwhich is before the
Lord: 24And put them all on the hands of Aaron and of his sons, to be waved for a wave
offering before the Lord. 25 Then take them from their hands, and let them be burned on
the burned offering on the altar, a sweet smell before the Lord, an offering made by fire
to the Lord. 26 Then take the breast of Aaron's sheep, waving it before the Lord; and it is
to be your part of the offering. 27 So you are to make holy the breast of the sheep which is
waved and the legwhich is lifted up onhigh, that is, of the sheepwhich is offered forAaron
and his sons; 28And it will be their part as a right for ever from the children of Israel, it is
a special offering from the children of Israel, made from their peace-offerings, a special
offering lifted up to the Lord. 29And Aaron's holy robes will be used by his sons after him;
they will put them onwhen they aremade priests. 30For seven days the sonwho becomes
priest in his place will put them onwhen he comes into the Tent of meeting to do thework
of the holy place. 31Then take the sheep of the wave offering and let its flesh be cooked in
water in a holy place. 32And let Aaron and his sonsmake ameal of it, with the bread in the
basket, at the door of the Tent of meeting. 33All those things which were used as offerings
to take away sin, and to make them holy to be priests, they may have for food: but no one
who is not a priest may have them, for they are holy food. 34And if any of the flesh of the
offering or of the bread is over till themorning, let it be burnedwithfire; it is not to be used
for food, for it is holy. 35All these things you are to do to Aaron and his sons as I have given
you orders: for seven days the work of making them priests is to go on. 36Every day an ox
is to be offered as a sin-offering, to take away sins: and by this offering on it, youwill make
the altar clean from sin; and you are to put oil on it and make it holy. 37 For seven days
you are to make offerings for the altar andmake it holy, so that it may become completely
holy, and anything touching it will become holy. 38Now this is the offering which you are
to make on the altar: two lambs in their first year, every day regularly. 39One lamb is to
be offered in the morning and the other in the evening: 40And with the one lamb, a tenth
part of an ephah of the best meal, mixed with a fourth part of a hin of clear oil; and the
fourth part of a hin of wine for a drink offering. 41And the other lamb is to be offered in
the evening, and with it the same meal offering and drink offering, for a sweet smell, an
offering made by fire to the Lord. 42 This is to be a regular burned offering made from
generation to generation, at the door of the Tent of meeting before the Lord, where I will
come face to facewith you andhave talkwith you. 43There Iwill come face to facewith the
children of Israel, and the Tentwill bemadeholy bymy glory 44 Iwillmake holy the Tent of
meeting and the altar: and Aaron and his sons I will make holy, to be my priests 45Among
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the children of Israel I will make my living-place, and I will be their God. 46And they will
see that I am the Lord their God, who took them out of the land of Egypt, so that I might be
ever with them: I am the Lord their God.

30
1And you are to make an altar for the burning of perfume; of hard wood let it be made.

2The altar is to be square, a cubit long and a cubit wide, and two cubits high, and its horns
are to be made of the same. 3 It is to be plated with the best gold, the top of it and the sides
and the horns, with an edging of gold all round it. 4 Under the edge on the two opposite
sides, you are to make two gold rings, to take the rods for lifting it. 5And make these rods
of the same wood, plating them with gold. 6And let it be placed in front of the veil before
the ark of the law, before the cover which is over the law, where I will come face to face
with you. 7And on this altar sweet spices are to be burned by Aaron every morning when
he sees to the lights. 8And every evening, when he puts the lights up in their places, the
spices are to be burned, a sweet-smelling smoke going up before the Lord from generation
to generation for ever. 9No strange perfume, no burned offering or meal offering, and no
drinkoffering is to be offeredon it. 10Andonce every yearAaron is tomake its horns clean:
with the blood of the sin-offering he is to make it clean once every year from generation
to generation: it is most holy to the Lord. 11And the Lord said to Moses, 12When you are
taking the number of the children of Israel, let every man who is numbered give to the
Lord a price for his life, so that no disease may come on them when they are numbered.
13And this is what they are to give; let every man who is numbered give half a shekel, by
the scale of the holy place: (the shekel being valued at twenty gerahs:) this money is an
offering to the Lord. 14 Everyone who is numbered, from twenty years old and over, is to
give an offering to the Lord. 15The man of wealth is to give no more and the poor man no
less than the half-shekel of silver, when the offering is made to the Lord as the price for
your lives. 16And you are to take this money from the children of Israel to be used for the
work of the Tent of meeting, to keep the memory of the children of Israel before the Lord
and to be the price of your lives. 17And the Lord said to Moses, 18You are to make a brass
washing-vessel, with a brass base; and put it between the Tent of meeting and the altar,
with water in it; 19That it may be used by Aaron and his sons for washing their hands and
feet; 20Whenever they go into theTent ofmeeting theyare tobewashedwithwater, to keep
them from death; and whenever they come near to do the work of the altar, or to make an
offering by fire to the Lord, 21Their hands and feet are to be washed. so that they may be
safe from death: this is an order to them for ever; to him and his seed from generation to
generation. 22 And the Lord said to Moses, 23 Take the best spices, five hundred shekels'
weight of liquid myrrh, and of sweet cinnamon half as much, that is, two hundred and
fifty shekels, and two hundred and fifty shekels of sweet calamus, 24 And of cassia, five
hundred shekels' weight measured by the scale of the holy place, and of olive oil a hin:
25Andmake these into a holy oil, a perfumemade by the art of the perfume-maker; it is to
be a holy oil. 26This oil is to be put on the Tent ofmeeting, and on the ark of the law, 27And
on the table and all its vessels, and on the support for the lights, with its vessels, and on the
altar for burning spices, 28And on the altar of burned offerings with its vessels, and on the
washing-vessel and its base. 29 And you are to make them most holy; anything touching
them will become holy. 30And put the oil on Aaron and his sons, making them holy to do
the work of priests to me. 31And say to the children of Israel, This is to be the Lord's holy
oil, from generation to generation. 32 It is not to be used for man's flesh, and no other is to
bemade like it: holy it is, and you are to keep it holy. 33Whoevermakes any like it, or puts
it on one who is not a priest, will be cut off from his people. 34And the Lord said to Moses,
Take sweet spices, stacte and onycha and galbanum, with the best frankincense, in equal
weights; 35 And make from them a perfume, such as is made by the art of the perfume-
maker, mixed with salt, and clean and holy. 36And put some of it, crushed very small, in
front of the ark in the Tent of meeting, where I will come face to face with you; it is to be
most holy. 37You are not to make any perfume like it for yourselves: it is to be kept holy to
the Lord. 38Whoever makes any like it, for its sweet smell, will be cut off from his people.

31
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2 I have made selection of Bezalel, the son of Uri, by name,

the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah: 3 And I have given him the spirit of God and made
him wise and full of knowledge and expert in every sort of handwork, 4 To do all sorts of
delicate work in gold and silver and brass; 5 In cutting stones for framing, and to do every
formofwoodwork. 6And Ihavemade selectionofOholiabwithhim, the sonofAhisamach,
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of the tribe of Dan; and in the hearts of all who are wise I have put the knowledge tomake
whatever I have given you orders to have made; 7 The Tent of meeting, and the ark of
the law, and the cover which is on it, and all the things for the tent, 8 And the table with
its vessels, and the holy light-support with all its vessels, and the altar for the burning of
spices, 9And the altar of burned offerings with all its vessels, and the washing-vessel with
its base, 10And the robes of needlework, the holy robes for Aaron and for his sons, for their
usewhen acting as priests, 11And the holy oil, and the perfume of sweet spices for the holy
place; they will do whatever I have given you orders to have done. 12And the Lord said to
Moses, 13 Say to the children of Israel that they are to keep my Sabbaths; for the Sabbath
day is a sign between me and you through all your generations; so that you may see that
I am the Lord who makes you holy. 14 So you are to keep the Sabbath as a holy day; and
anyone not honouring it will certainly be put to death: whoever does any work on that
day will be cut off from his people. 15 Six days may work be done, but the seventh day is a
Sabbath of complete rest, holy to the Lord;whoever does anywork on the Sabbathday is to
be put to death. 16And the children of Israel are to keep the Sabbath holy, from generation
to generation, by an eternal agreement. 17 It is a sign betweenmeand the children of Israel
for ever; because in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day he
took his rest and had pleasure in it. 18And when his talk with Moses on Mount Sinai was
ended, he gave him the two stones of the law, two stones on which was the writing made
by the finger of God.

32
1Andwhen the people saw thatMoseswas a long time coming down from themountain,

they all came to Aaron and said to him, Come, make us a god to go before us: as for this
Moses, who took us up out of the land of Egypt, we have no idea what has become of him.
2Then Aaron said to them, Take off the gold rings which are in the ears of your wives and
your sons and your daughters, and give them tome. 3Andall the people took the gold rings
from their ears andgave them toAaron. 4Andhe took the gold from themand, hammering
it with an instrument, he made it into the metal image of a young ox: and they said, This
is your god, O Israel, who took you out of the land of Egypt. 5And when Aaron saw this,
he made an altar before it, and made a public statement, saying, Tomorrow there will be
a feast to the Lord. 6 So early on the day after they got up and made burned offerings and
peace-offerings; and took their seats at the feast, and then gave themselves to pleasure.
7And the Lord said to Moses, Go down quickly; for your people, whom you took out of the
landofEgypt, are turned to evilways; 8Evennowtheyare turnedaway fromthe rule I gave
them, and havemade themselves ametal ox and givenworship to it and offerings, saying,
This is your god, O Israel, who took you up out of the land of Egypt. 9 And the Lord said
to Moses, I have been watching this people, and I see that they are a stiff-necked people.
10Now do not get inmyway, formywrath is burning against them; I will send destruction
on them, but of you I will make a great nation. 11 But Moses made prayer to God, saying,
Lord, why is your wrath burning against your people whom you took out of the land of
Egypt, with great power and with the strength of your hand? 12Why let the Egyptians say,
He took them out to an evil fate, to put them to death on the mountains, cutting them off
from the earth? Let your wrath be turned away from them, and send not this evil on your
people. 13Have inmindAbraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, towhomyou gave your
oath, saying, I will make your seed like the stars of heaven in number, and all this land
will I give to your seed, as I said, to be their heritage for ever. 14 So the Lord let himself
be turned from his purpose of sending punishment on his people. 15 Then Moses came
down the mountain with the two stones of the law in his hand; the stones had writing on
their two sides, on the front and on the back. 16The stones were the work of God, and the
writing was the writing of God, cut on the stones. 17Nowwhen the noise and the voices of
the people came to the ears of Joshua, he said toMoses, There is a noise of war in the tents.
18 And Moses said, It is not the voice of men who are overcoming in the fight, or the cry
of those who have been overcome; it is the sound of songs which comes to my ear. 19And
when he came near the tents he saw the image of the ox, and the people dancing; and in
his wrath Moses let the stones go from his hands, and they were broken at the foot of the
mountain. 20And he took the ox which they hadmade, burning it in the fire and crushing
it to powder, and he put it in the water and made the children of Israel take a drink of it.
21AndMoses said to Aaron, What did the people do to you that you let this great sin come
on them? 22And Aaron said, Let not my lord be angry; you have seen how the purposes of
this people are evil. 23For they said tome, Make us a god to go before us: as for this Moses,
who took us up out of the land of Egypt, we have no idea what has come to him. 24 Then
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I said to them, Whoever has any gold, let him take it off; so they gave it to me, and I put it
in the fire, and this image of an ox came out. 25And Moses saw that the people were out
of control, for Aaron had let them loose to their shame before their haters: 26Then Moses
took his place at the way into the tents, and said, Whoever is on the Lord's side, let him
come to me. And all the sons of Levi came together to him. 27 And he said to them, This
is the word of the Lord, the God of Israel: Let every man take his sword at his side, and
go from one end of the tents to the other, putting to death his brother and his friend and
his neighbour. 28And the sons of Levi did as Moses said; and about three thousand of the
people were put to death that day. 29AndMoses said, You havemade yourselves priests to
the Lord this day; for every one of you has made the offering of his son and his brother;
the blessing of the Lord is on you this day. 30And on the day after, Moses said to the people,
Great has been your sin: but I will go up to the Lord, and see if I may get forgiveness for
your sin. 31 Then Moses went back to the Lord and said, This people has done a great sin,
making themselves a god of gold; 32But now, if youwill give them forgiveness— but if not,
let my name be taken out of your book. 33And the Lord said to Moses, Whoever has done
evil against mewill be taken out ofmy book. 34But now, go, take the people into that place
of which I have given you word; see, my angel will go before you: but when the time of
my judging has come, I will send punishment on them for their sin. 35And the Lord sent
punishment on the people because they gave worship to the ox which Aaronmade.

33
1And the Lord said toMoses, Go forward from this place, you and the people whom you

have takenupout of the landofEgypt, to that landaboutwhich Imadeanoath toAbraham,
Isaac, and Jacob, saying, To your seed will I give it. 2And I will send an angel before you,
driving out the Canaanite and the Amorite and the Hittite and the Perizzite and the Hivite
and the Jebusite: 3 Go up to that land flowing with milk and honey; but I will not go up
among you, for you are a stiff-necked people, for fear that I send destruction on youwhile
you are on the way. 4Hearing this bad news the people were full of grief, and no one put
on his ornaments. 5And the Lord said toMoses, Say to the children of Israel, You are a stiff-
necked people: if I come among you, even for a minute, I will send destruction on you;
so take off all your ornaments, so that I may see what to do with you. 6 So the children
of Israel took off their ornaments at Mount Horeb, and did not put them on again. 7Now
it was Moses' way to put up the Tent of meeting outside the tent-circle, at some distance
away; giving it the name of The Tent ofmeeting. And everyone desiring tomake his prayer
to the Lordwent to the Tent ofmeeting outside the tent-circle. 8AndwheneverMoseswent
out to the Tent of meeting, all the people got up and everyone went to the door of his tent,
looking afterMoses till hewent inside the Tent. 9AndwheneverMoses went into the Tent,
the pillar of cloud came down, and took its place by the door of the Tent, as long as the
Lord was talking with Moses. 10And all the people saw the cloud at the door of the Tent,
and they went down on their faces, everyone at the door of his tent. 11And the Lord had
talkwithMoses face to face, as amanmayhave talkwithhis friend. AndwhenMoses came
back to the tents, his servant, the young man Joshua, the son of Nun, did not come away
from the Tent. 12AndMoses said to the Lord, See, you say to me, Be this people's guide on
their journey, but you have not made clear to me whom you will send with me. But you
have said, I have knowledge of you by name, and you have grace in my eyes. 13 If then I
have grace in your eyes, let me see yourways, so that I may have knowledge of you and be
certain of your grace; and my prayer is that you will keep in mind that this nation is your
people. 14Andhe said, Imyself will gowith you and give you rest. 15AndMoses said, If you
yourself are not going with us, do not send us on from here. 16 For is not the fact of your
goingwithus the sign that I and this peoplehave grace in your eyes, so thatwe, that is, I and
your people, are separate from all other people on the face of the earth? 17And the Lord
said toMoses, I will do as you say: for you have grace inmy eyes, and I have knowledge of
you by your name. 18And Moses said, O Lord, let me see your glory. 19And he said, I will
make all the light of my being come before you, and will make clear to you what I am; I
will be kind to those towhom Iwill be kind, and havemercy on those onwhom Iwill have
mercy. 20But it is not possible for you to seemy face, for nomanmay seeme and still go on
living. 21And the Lord said, See, there is a place near me, and youmay take your place on
the rock: 22And when my glory goes by, I will put you in a hole in the rock, covering you
with my hand till I have gone past: 23Then I will take away my hand, and you will see my
back: but my face is not to be seen.
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34
1And the Lord said to Moses, Make two other stones like the first two; and I will put on

them thewordswhichwere on the first stones, whichwere broken by you. 2And be ready
by themorning, andcomeuponMount Sinai, andcomebeforeme there in themorning, on
the top of themountain. 3No one is to comeupwith you, and let nomanbe seen anywhere
on the mountain; let no flocks or herds come near to get their food at its foot. 4 So Moses
got two stones cut like the first; and early in the morning he went up Mount Sinai, as the
Lord had said, with the two stones in his hand. 5And the Lord came down in the cloud and
took his place by the side ofMoses, andMoses gaveworship to the name of the Lord. 6And
the Lordwent past before his eyes, saying, The Lord, the Lord, a God full of pity and grace,
slow towrath and great inmercy and faith; 7Havingmercy on thousands, overlooking evil
and wrongdoing and sin; he will not let wrongdoers go free, but will send punishment on
children for the sinsof their fathers, andon their children's children to the thirdand fourth
generation. 8ThenMoses quickly went down on his face in worship. 9And he said, If now
I have grace in your eyes, let the Lord go among us, for this is a stiff-necked people, and
give us forgiveness for our wrongdoing and our sin, and take us for your heritage. 10And
the Lord said, See, this is what I will undertake: before the eyes of your people I will do
wonders, such as have not been done in all the earth or in any nation: and all your people
will see the work of the Lord, for what I am about to do for you is greatly to be feared.
11 Take care to do the orders which I give you today; I will send out from before you the
Amorite and theCanaanite and theHittite and thePerizzite and theHivite and the Jebusite.
12But take care, and donotmake any agreementwith the people of the landwhere you are
going, for it will be a cause of sin to you. 13But their altars are to be overturned and their
pillars brokenand their images cut down: 14For youare to beworshippers of no other god:
for the Lord is a God who will not give his honour to another. 15 So see that you make no
agreement with the people of the land, and do not go after their gods, or take part in their
offerings, or be guests at their feasts, 16 Or take their daughters for your sons; for when
their daughters give worship before their gods, they will make your sons take part with
them. 17Make for yourselves no gods of metal. 18Keep the feast of unleavened bread; for
seven days your food is to be bread without leaven, as I gave you orders, at the regular
time in the month Abib; for in that month you came out of Egypt. 19Every first male child
is mine; the first male birth of your cattle, the first male of every ox and sheep. 20A lamb
maybe given in payment for the young of an ass, but if youwill notmakepayment for it, its
neckwill have to be broken. For all the first of your sons you are tomake payment. No one
is to come before me without an offering. 21 Six days let work be done, but on the seventh
day take your rest: at ploughing time and at the grain-cutting you are to have a day for rest.
22And you are to keep the feast of weeks when you get in the first-fruits of the grain, and
the feast at the turn of the yearwhen you take in the produce of your fields. 23Three times
in the year let all your males come before the Lord, the God of Israel. 24For I will send out
the nations before you and make wide the limits of your land; and no man will make an
attempt to take your land while you go up to give worship to the Lord, three times in the
year. 25No leaven is to be offered with the blood of my offering, and the offering of the
Passover feast may not be kept till the morning. 26 Take the first-fruits of your land as an
offering to the house of the Lord yourGod. Let not the young goat be cooked in itsmother's
milk 27And the Lord said toMoses, Put all these words in writing; for on them is based the
agreement which I will make with you. 28And for forty days and forty nights Moses was
there with the Lord, and in that time he had no food or drink. And he put in writing on
the stones the words of the agreement, the ten rules of the law. 29Nowwhen Moses came
down fromMount Sinai, with the two stones in his hand, hewas not conscious that his face
was shining because of his talk with God. 30But when Aaron and all the children of Israel
saw Moses, and the shining of his face, they would not come near him for fear. 31 Then
Moses sent for them; andAaron, with the chiefs of the people, came to him; andMoses had
talk with them. 32And later, all the children of Israel came near, and he gave them all the
orders which the Lord had given him on Mount Sinai. 33 And at the end of his talk with
them, Moses put a veil over his face. 34 But whenever Moses went in before the Lord to
have talkwith him, he took off the veil till he came out. Andwhenever he came out he said
to the children of Israel what he had been ordered to say; 35And the children of Israel saw
that the face of Moses was shining: so Moses put the veil over his face again till he went to
the Lord.

35
1 And Moses sent for all the children of Israel to come together, and said to them, This
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is what the Lord has said and these are his orders. 2 Six days let work be done, but the
seventh day is to be a holy day to you, a Sabbath of rest to the Lord; whoever does any
work on that day is to be put to death. 3No fire is to be lighted in any of your houses on
the Sabbath day. 4 And Moses said to all the meeting of the children of Israel, This is the
order which the Lord has given: 5Take from among you an offering to the Lord; everyone
who has the impulse in his heart, let him give his offering to the Lord; gold and silver and
brass; 6And blue and purple and red and the best linen and goats' hair, 7And sheepskins
coloured red, and leather, and hard wood, 8And oil for the lights, and spices for the holy
oil and for the sweet perfumes for burning. 9And beryls and jewels to be cut for the ephod
and for the priest's bag. 10 And let every wise-hearted man among you come and make
whatever has been ordered by the Lord; 11 The House and its tent and its cover, its hooks
and its boards, its rods and its pillars and its bases; 12 The ark with its cover and its rods
and the veil hanging before it; 13 The table and its rods and all its vessels, and the holy
bread; 14And the support for the lights,with its vessels and its lights and theoil for the light;
15And the altar for burning spices, with its rods, and the holy oil and the sweet perfume,
and the curtain for the door, at the door of theHouse; 16The altar of burned offerings, with
its network of brass, its rods, and all its vessels, the washing-vessel and its base; 17 The
hangings for the open space, its pillars and their bases, and the curtain for the doorway;
18 The nails for the House, and the nails for the open space and their cords; 19 The robes
of needlework for the work of the holy place, the holy robes for Aaron the priest, and the
robes for his sons when acting as priests. 20And all the children of Israel went away from
Moses. 21Andeveryonewhoseheartwasmoved, everyonewhowas guidedby the impulse
of his spirit, came with his offering for the Lord, for whatever was needed for the Tent of
meeting and its work and for the holy robes. 22They came, men andwomen, all whowere
ready to give, and gave pins and nose-rings and finger-rings and neck-ornaments, all of
gold; everyone gave an offering of gold to the Lord. 23 And everyone who had blue and
purple and red and the best linen and goats' hair and sheepskins coloured red and leather,
gave them. 24 Everyone who had silver and brass gave an offering of them to the Lord;
and everyonewho had hardwood, such as was needed for thework, gave it. 25And all the
women who were expert with their hands, made cloth, and gave the work of their hands,
blue and purple and red and the best linen. 26And those women who had the knowledge,
made the goats' hair into cloth. 27And the rulers gave the beryls and the cut jewels for the
ephod and the priest's bag; 28And the spice and the oil for the light, and the holy oil and
the sweet perfumes. 29The children of Israel, everyman andwoman, from the impulse of
their hearts, gave their offerings freely to the Lord for the work which the Lord had given
Moses orders to have done. 30And Moses said to the children of Israel, See, the Lord has
made selection of Bezalel, the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah; 31And he has
made him full of the spirit of God, in all wisdom and knowledge and art of every sort; 32As
an expert designer of beautiful things, working in gold and silver and brass; 33Trained in
the cutting of stones and the ornamenting of wood and in every sort of handwork. 34And
he has given to him, and toOholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, the power of
training others. 35To themhe has given knowledge of all the arts of the handworker, of the
designer, and the expertworkman; of themaker of needlework in blue andpurple and red
and the best linen, and of themaker of cloth; in all the arts of the designer and the trained
workman they are expert.

36
1So let Bezalel and Oholiab get to work, with everywise-heartedman towhom the Lord

has givenwisdomand knowledge, to dowhatever is necessary for the ordering of the holy
place, as the Lord has given orders. 2 Then Moses sent for Bezalel and Oholiab, and for
all the wise-hearted men to whom the Lord had given wisdom, even everyone who was
moved by the impulse of his heart to come and take part in thework: 3And they took from
Moses all the offerings which the children of Israel had given for the building of the holy
place. And still they went on giving him more free offerings every morning. 4 Then the
wisemen, whowere doing all thework of the holy place, came from theirwork; 5And said
to Moses, The people are giving much more than is needed for the work which the Lord
has given us orders to do. 6 So Moses made an order and had it given out through all the
tents, saying, Let no man or woman make any more offerings for the holy place. So the
people were kept from giving more. 7 For the material they had was enough and more
than enough for all the workwhich had to be done. 8Then all the expert workmen among
themmade theHousewith its ten curtains; of the best linen, blue and purple and red, they
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made them, with winged ones worked by expert designers. 9 Every curtain was twenty-
eight cubits long and four cubits wide, all of the same measure. 10And five curtains were
joined together, and the other five curtains were joined together. 11 And they put twists
of blue cord on the edge of the outside curtain of the first group, and in the same way on
the outside curtain of the second group. 12 Fifty twists on the one curtain and fifty on the
edge of the curtain of the other group; the twists being opposite to one another. 13 And
they made fifty hooks of gold, joining the curtains one to another with the hooks; and so
the House wasmade. 14And theymade curtains of goats' hair for the tent; eleven curtains
were made. 15 Every curtain was thirty cubits long and four cubits wide, all of the same
measure. 16 Five curtains were joined together to make one group, and six curtains were
joined together to make the other group. 17 And they put fifty twists of cord on the edge
of the outside curtain of the first group, and fifty twists on the edge of the outside curtain
of the second group, 18And fifty hooks of brass for joining them together to make the tent.
19 And they made a cover of sheepskins coloured red, to go over the tent, and a cover of
leather over that. 20 And for the uprights of the House they made boards of hard wood.
21The boards were ten cubits long and one cubit and a half wide. 22Every board had two
tongues fixed into it; all the boardsweremade in thisway. 23Theymade twenty boards for
the south side of the House: 24And for these twenty boards, forty silver bases, two bases
undereveryboard, to take its tongues. 25And for the secondsideof theHouse, on thenorth,
theymade twentyboards, 26With their forty silverbases, twobases for everyboard. 27And
for thewest side of the House, at the back, theymade six boards, 28And two boards for the
angles at the back. 29 These were joined together at the base and at the top to one ring,
so forming the two angles. 30 So there were eight boards with sixteen bases of silver, two
bases under every board. 31And they made rods of hard wood; five for the boards on one
side of the House, 32And five for the boards on the other side of the House, and five for the
boards at the back, on the west. 33The middle rod was made to go right through the rings
of all the boards from one end to the other. 34 All the boards were plated with gold, and
the rings through which the rods went were of gold, and the rods were plated with gold.
35Andhemade theveil of thebest linen, blueandpurpleandred,workedwithwingedones
designedby expertworkmen. 36And theymade four pillars for it of hardwoodplatedwith
gold: they had hooks of gold and four silver bases. 37And theymade a curtain for the door
of the tent, of the best linenwith needlework of blue and purple and red; 38Andfive pillars
for the curtain,with their hooks; the heads of the pillarswere of gold and theywere circled
with bands of gold; and their five bases were of brass.

37
1And Bezalel made the ark of hard wood, two and a half cubits long, a cubit and a half

wide and a cubit and a half high; 2Plating it inside and out with the best gold, and putting
an edge of gold all round it. 3And he made four gold rings for its four angles, two on one
side and twoon the other, 4And rods of the samewoodplatedwith gold. 5These rodsheput
in the rings at the sides of the ark, for lifting it. 6And hemade the cover all of gold, two and
a half cubits long and a cubit and a half wide. 7And hemade twowinged ones, hammered
out of one bit of gold, for the two ends of the cover; 8Placing one at one end and one at the
other; the winged ones were part of the cover. 9And their wings were stretched out over
the cover; the faces of the winged ones were opposite one another and facing the cover.
10And hemade the table of hardwood, two cubits long, a cubit wide and a cubit and a half
high; 11 Plating it with the best gold and putting a gold edge all round it. 12And he made
a frame all round it about as wide as a man's hand, edged with gold all round. 13And he
made four gold rings, and put the rings at the angles of its four feet. 14The ringswere fixed
under the frame to take the rodswithwhich the tablewas to be lifted. 15The rods for lifting
the table hemade of hardwoodplatedwith gold. 16Andall the table-vessels, the plates and
spoons and basins and the cups for liquids, he made of the best gold. 17Then he made the
support for the lights, all of the best gold; its base and its pillar were of hammered gold;
its cups and buds and flowers were all made out of the same metal: 18 It had six branches
coming out from its sides, three from one side and three from the other; 19 Every branch
having three cupsmade like almond flowers, every cup with a bud and a flower on all the
branches; 20And on its pillar, four cups like almond flowers, every onewith its bud and its
flower; 21Andunder every two branches a bud,madewith the branch, for all six branches
of it. 22The buds and the branchesweremade of the samemetal, all together one complete
workof thebest hammeredgold. 23Andhemade the sevenvessels for the lights, andall the
necessary instruments for it, of gold. 24A talent of the best goldwas used for themaking of
it and its vessels. 25And he made the altar for the burning of spices, using the same hard
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wood; it was square, a cubit long and a cubit wide and two cubits high; the horns made of
the same. 26The top and the sides and the horns were all plated with the best gold; and he
put an edge of gold all round it. 27And he made two gold rings, placing them on the two
opposite sides under the edge, to take the rods for lifting it. 28The rods hemade of the same
hard wood, plating themwith gold. 29And he made the holy oil and the perfume of sweet
spices for burning, after the art of the perfume-maker.

38
1 The altar of burned offerings he made of hard wood; a square altar, five cubits long,

five cubits wide and three cubits high, 2 And he put horns at its four angles made of the
same, plating it all with brass; 3 And brass was used for all the vessels of the altar, the
baskets and the spades, the basins and the meat-hooks and the fire-trays; all the vessels
he made of brass 4And he made a network of brass for the altar, under the frame round
it, stretching half-way up; 5And four rings for the four angles of this network, to take the
rods. 6 The rods he made of hard wood plated with brass. 7He put the rods through the
rings at the opposite sides of the altar for lifting it; he made the altar hollow, boarded in
with wood. 8And hemade the washing-vessel of brass on a brass base, using the polished
brass looking-glasses givenby thewomenwhodidworkat thedoors of theTent ofmeeting.
9 To make the open space, he put hangings on the south side, of the best linen, a hundred
cubits long: 10 Their twenty pillars and their twenty bases were brass; and the hooks of
the pillars and their bands were of silver. 11And for the north side. hangings a hundred
cubits long, on twenty brass pillars in brass bases, with silver hooks and bands. 12 And
on the west side, hangings fifty cubits long, on ten pillars in ten bases, with silver bands.
13And on the east side, the open space was fifty cubits long. 14 The hangings on one side
of the doorway were fifteen cubits long, on three pillars with their three bases; 15And the
same on the other side of the doorway; on this side and on that the hangings were fifteen
cubits long, on three pillars with their three bases. 16 All the hangings were of the best
linen. 17And the bases of the pillars were of brass; their hooks and the bands round the
tops of them were of silver; all the pillars were ringed with silver. 18And the curtain for
the doorway of the open space was of the best linen, with designs of blue and purple and
red in needlework; it was twenty cubits long and five cubits high, to go with the hangings
round the sides. 19 There were four pillars with their bases, all of brass, the hooks being
of silver, and their tops and their bands being covered with silver. 20All the nails used for
the House and the open space round it were of brass. 21 This is the price of the making of
the House, even the House of witness, as it was valued by the word of Moses, for the work
of the Levites under the direction of Ithamar, the son of Aaron the priest. 22 Bezalel, the
son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, made everything as the Lord had given
orders to Moses. 23And with him was Oholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan;
a designer and a trained workman, expert in needlework of blue and purple and red and
the best linen. 24The gold used for all the different work done for the holy place, the gold
whichwasgiven,was twenty-nine talents, and sevenhundredand thirty shekels inweight,
by the scale of the holy place. 25And the silver given by those who were numbered of the
people was a hundred talents, and a thousand, seven hundred and seventy-five shekels in
weight, by the scale of the holy place. 26A beka, that is, half a shekel by the holy scale, for
everyone who was numbered; there were six hundred and three thousand, five hundred
and fifty men of twenty years old and over. 27Of this silver, a hundred talents was used
for making the bases of the pillars of the holy place and of the veil; a talent for every base.
28And a thousand, seven hundred and seventy-five shekels of silver was used tomake the
hooks for the pillars, and for plating the tops of the pillars and for making their bands.
29 The brass which was given was seventy talents, two thousand four hundred shekels;
30From it hemade the bases of the doorway of the Tent of meeting and the brass altar and
the network for it and all the vessels for the altar, 31And the bases for the open space all
round and for its doorway, and all the nails for the House and for the open space.

39
1And from the needlework of blue and purple and red theymade the robes used for the

workof theholyplace, and theholy robes forAaron, as theLordhadgivenorders toMoses.
2The ephod hemade of gold and blue and purple and red and the best linen; 3Hammering
the gold into thin plates and cutting it intowires to beworked into the blue and the purple
and the red and the linen by the designer. 4And theymade two bands for joining its edges
together at the top of the arms. 5And the beautifully worked bandwhichwent on it was of
the same design and the same material, worked in gold and blue and purple and red and
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twisted linen-work, as the Lord gave orders to Moses. 6 Then they made the beryl stones,
fixed in twisted frames of gold and cut like the cutting of a stamp, with the names of the
children of Israel. 7These he put on the ephod, over the arm-holes, to be stones ofmemory
for the children of Israel, as the Lord had said to Moses. 8 The priest's bag was designed
like the ephod, of the best linen worked with gold and blue and purple and red. 9 It was
square and folded in two, as long and as wide as the stretch of a man's hand; 10And on it
they put four lines of stones: in the first linewas a carnelian, a chrysolite, and an emerald;
11 In the second, a ruby, a sapphire, and an onyx; 12 In the third, a jacinth, an agate, and an
amethyst; 13 In the fourth, a topaz, a beryl, and a jasper; they were fixed in twisted frames
of gold. 14There were twelve stones for the twelve tribes of Israel; on every one the name
of one of the tribes of Israel was cut, like the cutting of a stamp. 15And on the bag they put
gold chains, twisted like cords. 16And they made two gold frames and two gold rings, the
rings being fixed to the ends of the priest's bag; 17And they put the two twisted chains on
the two rings at the ends of the priest's bag; 18And the other two ends of the chains were
joined to the two frames and fixed to the front of the ephod over the arm-holes. 19 And
they made two rings of gold and put them on the two lower ends of the bag, on the inner
side nearest to the ephod. 20And two other gold rings were put on the front of the ephod,
over the arm-holes, at the join, and over theworked band. 21And the rings on the bagwere
fixed to the rings of the ephod by a blue cord, keeping it in place over the band, so that the
bagmight not get loose, as the Lord gave orders toMoses. 22The robewhichwentwith the
ephodwasmadeall ofblue; 23Withaholeat the top in themiddle, like thehole in the coatof
a fighting-man, edgedwith a band tomake it strong. 24The skirts of the robewereworked
all roundwith fruits in blue and purple and redmade of twisted linen. 25And between the
fruits all round the skirt they put gold bells, as the Lord gave orders to Moses. 26All round
the skirt of the robe were bells and fruits in turn. 27The coats for Aaron and his sons they
madeof thebest linen; 28And the twistedhead-dress forAaron, andbeautiful head-dresses
of linen, and linen trousers, 29And a linen band worked with a design of blue and purple
and red, as the Lordhad said toMoses. 30Theplate for the holy crownwasmade of the best
gold, and on it were cut these words, HOLY TO THE LORD. 31 It was fixed to the head-dress
by a blue cord, as the Lord had given orders toMoses. 32So all thework on theHouse of the
Tent of meeting was done; as the Lord had given orders to Moses, so the children of Israel
did it. 33Then they took the House to Moses, the tent with all the things for it; its hooks, its
boards, its rods, its pillars, and its bases; 34The outer cover of sheepskins coloured red, and
the cover of leather, and the veil for the doorway; 35The ark of the law, with its rods and its
cover; 36The table, with all its vessels and the holy bread; 37The support for the lights, with
the vessels for the lights to be put in their places on it, and all its vessels, and the oil for the
lights; 38And the gold altar, and the holy oil, and the sweet perfume for burning, and the
curtain for the doorway of the tent; 39And the brass altar, with its network of brass, and its
rods and all its vessels, and the washing-vessel and its base; 40 The hangings for the open
space, with the pillars and their bases, and the curtain for the doorway, and the cords and
nails, and all the instruments necessary for the work of the House of the Tent of meeting;
41Therobes foruse in theholyplace, and theholy robes forAaronandhis sonswhenacting
as priests. 42 The children of Israel did everything as the Lord had given orders to Moses.
43 Then Moses, when he saw all their work and saw that they had done everything as the
Lord had said, gave them his blessing.

40
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2On the first day of the first month you are to put up the

House of the Tent of meeting. 3And inside it put the ark of the law, hanging the veil before
it. 4And put the table inside, placing all the things on it in order; and put in the support
for the lights, and let its lights be burning. 5And put the gold altar for burning perfumes
in front of the ark of the law, hanging the curtain over the doorway of the House. 6 And
put the altar of burned offerings before the doorway of the House of the Tent of meeting.
7And let the washing-vessel, with water in it, be put between the Tent of meeting and the
altar. 8And put up the hangings forming the open space all round it, with the curtain over
its doorway. 9And take the holy oil and put it on the House and everything in it, andmake
it and everything in it holy: 10And put oil on the altar of burned offering, andmake it and
all its vessels holy; this altar is to be most holy. 11And put oil on the washing-vessel and
its base, and make them holy. 12 Then let Aaron and his sons come to the door of the Tent
of meeting; and after washing themwith water, 13You are to put on Aaron the holy robes;
and you are to put oil on him, andmake him holy, so that hemay bemy priest. 14And take
his sons with him and put coats on them; 15And put oil on them as you did on their father,
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so that they may be my priests: the putting on of oil will make them priests for ever, from
generation to generation. 16 And Moses did this; as the Lord gave him orders, so he did.
17 So on the first day of the first month in the second year the House was put up. 18Moses
put up theHouse; placing its bases in position and liftingup its uprights, putting in the rods
and planting the pillars in their places; 19Stretching the outer tent over it, and covering it,
as the Lord had given him orders. 20And he took the law and put it inside the ark, and put
the rods at its side and the cover over it; 21And he took the ark into the House, hanging up
the veil before it as the Lord had given him orders. 22And he put the table in the Tent of
meeting, on the north side outside the veil. 23And he put the bread on it in order before
the Lord, as the Lord had said. 24 The support for the lights he put in the Tent of meeting,
opposite the table, on the south side: 25 Lighting the lights before the Lord, as the Lord
had given him orders. 26And he put the gold altar in the Tent of meeting, in front of the
veil: 27Burning sweet perfumes on it, as the Lord had given him orders. 28And he put up
the curtain at the doorway of the House. 29 And at the door of the House of the Tent of
meeting, he put the altar of burned offerings, offering on it the burned offering and the
meal offering, as the Lord had given him orders. 30And between the altar and the Tent of
meeting he put the vessel with water in it for washing. 31 In it the hands and feet of Moses
andAaron andhis sonswerewashed, 32Whenever theywent into the Tent ofmeeting, and
when they came near the altar, as the Lord had given orders toMoses. 33And he put up the
hangings forming the open space round the House and the altar, and put the curtain over
the doorway. So Moses made the work complete. 34 Then the cloud came down covering
the Tent of meeting, and the House was full of the glory of the Lord; 35 So that Moses was
not able to go into the Tent of meeting, because the cloud was resting on it, and the House
was full of the glory of the Lord. 36Andwhenever the cloudwas taken up from the House,
the children of Israelwent forward on their journey: 37Butwhile the cloudwas there, they
made nomove till it was taken up. 38For the cloud of the Lordwas resting on the House by
day, and at night there was fire in the cloud, before the eyes of all the people of Israel, and
so it was through all their journeys.
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The Third Book of Moses,
Commonly Called
Leviticus

1And the voice of the Lord came toMoses out of the Tent ofmeeting, saying, 2Give these
orders to the children of Israel: When anyone of you makes an offering to the Lord, you
are to take it from the cattle, from the herd or from the flock. 3 If the offering is a burned
offering of the herd, let him give a male without a mark: he is to give it at the door of the
Tent of meeting so that he may be pleasing to the Lord. 4And he is to put his hand on the
head of the burned offering and itwill be taken for him, to take awayhis sin. 5And the ox is
to be put to death before the Lord: then Aaron's sons, the priests, are to take the blood and
put some of it on and round the altar which is at the door of the Tent of meeting. 6And the
burned offering is to be skinned and cut up into its parts. 7And Aaron's sons, the priests,
are to put fire on the altar and put the wood in order on the fire: 8And Aaron's sons, the
priests, are to put the parts, the head and the fat, in order on the woodwhich is on the fire
on the altar: 9 But its inside parts and its legs are to be washed with water, and it will all
be burned on the altar by the priest for a burned offering, an offering made by fire, for a
sweet smell to the Lord. 10And if his offering is of the flock, a burned offering of sheep or
goats, let him give amalewithout amark. 11And he is to put it to death on the north side of
the altar before the Lord: andAaron's sons, the priests, are to put some of the blood on and
round the altar. 12And the offering is to be cut into its parts, with its head and its fat; and
the priest is to put them in order on the wood which is on the fire on the altar: 13 But the
inside parts and the legs are to bewashedwithwater; and the priest will make an offering
of all of it, burning it on the altar: it is a burned offering, an offering made by fire, for a
sweet smell to the Lord. 14And if his offering to the Lord is a burned offering of birds, then
he is to make his offering of doves or of young pigeons. 15And the priest is to take it to the
altar, and after its head has been twisted off, it is to be burned on the altar, and its blood
drained out on the side of the altar: 16And he is to take away its stomach, with its feathers,
and put it down by the east side of the altar, where the burnedwaste is put: 17And let it be
broken open at the wings, but not cut in two; and let it be burned on the altar by the priest
on thewoodwhich is on thefire; it is a burnedoffering; anofferingmadebyfire for a sweet
smell to the Lord.

2
1Andwhenanyonemakes ameal offering to the Lord, let his offering be of the bestmeal,

with oil on it and perfume: 2 And let him take it to Aaron's sons, the priests; and having
taken in his hand some of the meal and of the oil, with all the perfume, let him give it to
the priest to be burned on the altar, as a sign, an offeringmade by fire, for a sweet smell to
the Lord. 3And the rest of the meal offering will be for Aaron and his sons; it is most holy
among theLord's fire offerings. 4Andwhenyougive ameal offering cooked in the oven, let
it be of unleavened cakes of thebestmealmixedwithoil, or thinunleavened cakes covered
with oil. 5And if you give a meal offering cooked on a flat plate, let it be of the best meal,
unleavened and mixed with oil. 6 Let it be broken into bits, and put oil on it; it is a meal
offering. 7And if your offering is of meal cooked in fat over the fire, let it be made of the
bestmealmixedwith oil. 8Andyouare to give themeal offeringmadeof these things to the
Lord, and let the priest take it to the altar. 9And he is to take from themeal offering a part,
for a sign, burning it on the altar; an offering made by fire for a sweet smell to the Lord.
10And the rest of the meal offering will be for Aaron and his sons; it is most holy among
the Lord's fire offerings. 11Nomeal offering which you give to the Lord is to bemade with
leaven; no leaven or honey is to be burned as an offering made by fire to the Lord. 12You
may give them as an offering of first-fruits to the Lord, but they are not to go up as a sweet
smell on the altar. 13And every meal offering is to be salted with salt; your meal offering
is not to be without the salt of the agreement of your God: with all your offerings give salt.
14And if you give a meal offering of first-fruits to the Lord, give, as your offering of first-
fruits, new grain, made drywith fire, crushed new grain. 15And put oil on it and perfume:
it is a meal offering. 16And part of the meal of the offering and part of the oil and all the
perfume is to be burned for a sign by the priest: it is an offeringmade by fire to the Lord.
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3
1And if his offering is given for a peace-offering; if he gives of the herd, male or female,

let him give it without any mark on it, before the Lord. 2And he is to put his hand on the
head of his offering and put it to death at the door of the Tent ofmeeting; andAaron's sons,
the priests, are to put some of the blood on and round the altar. 3And he is to give of the
peace-offering, as anofferingmadebyfire to theLord; the fat covering the insideparts and
all the fat on the inside parts, 4And the two kidneys, and the fat on them, which is by the
top part of the legs, and the fat joining the liver and the kidneys, he is to take away; 5That
itmay be burned byAaron's sons on the altar, on the burned offeringwhich is on thewood
on the fire: it is an offeringmade by fire of a sweet smell to the Lord. 6And if what he gives
for a peace-offering to the Lord is of the flock, let him give a male or female, without any
mark on it. 7 If his offering is a lamb, then let it be placed before the Lord: 8And he is to
put his hand on the head of his offering and put it to death before the Tent ofmeeting; and
Aaron's sons are to put someof its bloodonand round the altar. 9Andof thepeace-offering,
let him give an offering made by fire to the Lord; the fat of it, all the fat tail, he is to take
away near the backbone; and the fat covering the inside parts and all the fat on the inside
parts, 10And the two kidneys, with the fat on them, which is by the top part of the legs, and
the fat joining the liver and the kidneys, he is to take away; 11 That it may be burned by
the priest on the altar; it is the food of the offering made by fire to the Lord. 12And if his
offering is a goat, then let it be placed before the Lord, 13And let him put his hand on the
head of it and put it to death before the Tent of meeting; and the sons of Aaron are to put
some of its blood on and round the altar. 14And of it let himmake his offering, an offering
made byfire to the Lord; the fat covering the inside parts and all the fat on the inside parts,
15And the two kidneys, with the fat on them,which is by the top part of the legs, and the fat
joining the liver and the kidneys, let him take away; 16That it may be burned by the priest
on the altar; it is the food of the offering made by fire for a sweet smell: all the fat is the
Lord's. 17Let it be an order for ever, through all your generations, in all your houses, that
you are not to take fat or blood for food.

4
1 And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Say to the children of Israel: These are the offerings of

anyone who does wrong through error, doing any of the things which by the Lord's order
are not to be done: 3 If the chief priest by doingwrong becomes a cause of sin to the people,
then let him give to the Lord for the sin which he has done, an ox, without anymark, for a
sin-offering. 4And he is to take the ox to the door of the Tent of meeting before the Lord;
and put his hand on its head and put it to death before the Lord. 5And the chief priest is
to take some of its blood and take it to the Tent of meeting; 6 And the priest is to put his
finger in the blood, shaking drops of it before the Lord seven times, in front of the veil of
theholy place. 7And thepriest is to put someof thebloodon thehorns of the altar onwhich
perfume is burned before the Lord in the Tent of meeting, draining out all the rest of the
blood of the ox at the base of the altar of burned offeringwhich is at the door of the Tent of
meeting. 8Andhe is to take away all the fat of the ox of the sin-offering; the fat covering the
inside parts and all the fat of the inside parts, 9And the two kidneys, with the fat on them,
which is by the toppart of the legs, and the fat joining the liver and the kidneys, he is to take
away, 10As it is taken from the ox of the peace-offering; and it is to be burned by the priest
on the altar of burned offerings. 11And the skin of the ox and all its flesh, with its head and
its legs and its inside parts and its waste, 12All the ox, he is to take away outside the circle
of the tents into a clean place where the burned waste is put, and there it is to be burned
onwoodwith fire. 13And if all the people of Israel dowrong, without anyone's knowledge;
if they have done any of the things which by the Lord's order are not to be done, causing
sin to come on them; 14When the sin which they have done comes to light, then let all the
people give an ox for a sin-offering, and take it before the Tent of meeting. 15And let the
chiefs of the people put their hands on its head before the Lord, and put the ox to death
before the Lord. 16And the priest is to take some of its blood to the Tent of meeting; 17And
put his finger in the blood, shaking drops of the blood seven times before the Lord in front
of the veil. 18And he is to put some of the blood on the horns of the altar which is before
the Lord in the Tent ofmeeting; and all the rest of the blood is to be drained out at the base
of the altar of burned offering at the door of the Tent of meeting. 19And he is to take off
all its fat, burning it on the altar. 20Let him do with the ox as he did with the ox of the sin-
offering; and the priest will take away their sin and they will have forgiveness. 21 Then
let the ox be taken away outside the tent-circle, that it may be burned as the other ox was
burned; it is the sin-offering for all the people. 22 If a ruler does wrong, and in error does
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any of the things which, by the order of the Lord his God, are not to be done, causing sin to
come on him; 23When the sin which he has done is made clear to him, let him give for his
offering a goat, a male without any mark. 24And he is to put his hand on the head of the
goat and put it to death in the placewhere they put to death the burned offering before the
Lord: it is a sin-offering. 25And the priest is to take some of the blood of the offering with
his finger and put it on the horns of the altar of burned offering, draining out the rest of
the blood at the base of the altar of burned offering. 26And all the fat of it is to be burned
on the altar like the fat of the peace-offering; and the priest will take away his sin and he
will have forgiveness. 27And if any one of the common people does wrong in error, doing
any of the things which the Lord has given orders are not to be done, causing sin to come
on him; 28When the sin which he has done is made clear to him, then he is to give for his
offering a goat, a female without any mark, for the sin which he has done. 29And he is to
put his hand on the head of the sin-offering and put it to death in the place where they put
to death the burned offering. 30And the priest is to take some of the blood with his finger,
and put it on the horns of the altar of burned offering, and all the rest of its blood is to be
drained out at the base of the altar. 31And let all its fat be taken away, as the fat is taken
away from the peace-offerings, and let it be burned on the altar by the priest for a sweet
smell to the Lord; and the priest will take away his sin and hewill have forgiveness. 32And
if he gives a lamb as his sin-offering, let it be a femalewithout anymark; 33And he is to put
his hand on the head of the offering and put it to death for a sin-offering in the placewhere
they put to death the burned offering. 34And the priest is to take some of the blood of the
offering with his finger and put it on the horns of the altar of burned offering, and all the
rest of the blood is to be drained out at the base of the altar; 35And let him take away all
its fat, as the fat is taken away from the lamb of the peace-offerings; and let it be burned
by the priest on the altar among the offerings made by fire to the Lord: and the priest will
take away his sin and he will have forgiveness.

5
1 And if anyone does wrong by saying nothing when he is put under oath as a witness

of something he has seen or had knowledge of, then he will be responsible: 2 If anyone
becomes unclean through touching unconsciously some unclean thing, such as the dead
body of an unclean beast or of unclean cattle or of any unclean animal which goes
flat on the earth, he will be responsible: 3 Or if he becomes unclean through touching
unconsciously any unclean thing ofman, whatever itmay be, when it ismade clear to him
hewill beresponsible: 4Or if anyone,without thought, takesanoath todoevil or todogood,
whatever he sayswithout thought, with an oath, having no knowledge ofwhat he is doing;
when it becomes clear to him, hewill be responsible for anyof these things. 5Andwhoever
is responsible for any such sin, let himmake a statement openly of his wrongdoing; 6And
take to the Lord the offering for the wrong which he has done, a female from the flock,
a lamb or a goat, for a sin-offering, and the priest will take away his sin. 7 And if he has
not money enough for a lamb, then let him give, for his offering to the Lord, two doves or
two young pigeons; one for a sin-offering and one for a burned offering. 8And let him take
them to thepriest,whowill first give the sin-offering, twistingoff its head from its neck, but
not cutting it in two; 9And he is to put drops of the blood of the offering on the side of the
altar, and the rest of the blood is to be drained out at the base of the altar; it is a sin-offering.
10And the second is for a burned offering, in agreement with the law; and the priest will
take away his sin and he will have forgiveness. 11But if he has not enoughmoney for two
doves or two young pigeons, then let him give, for the sin he has done, the tenth part of an
ephah of the bestmeal, for a sin-offering; let him put no oil on it, and no perfume, for it is a
sin-offering. 12And lethimcome to thepriestwith it, and thepriestwill take someof it inhis
hand, to be burned on the altar as a sign, among the offerings of the Lordmade by fire: it is
a sin-offering. 13And the priestwill take awayhis sin andhewill have forgiveness: and the
rest of the offeringwill be thepriest's, in the samewayas themeal offering. 14And theLord
said toMoses, 15 If anyone is untrue, sinning in error in connection with the holy things of
the Lord, let him take his offering to the Lord, a male sheep from the flock, without any
mark, of the value fixed by you in silver by shekels, by the scale of the holy place. 16And he
is to make payment to the priest for what he has done wrong in relation to the holy thing,
together with a fifth part of its value in addition; and the priest will take away his sin by
the sheep of his offering, and he will have forgiveness. 17And if anyone does wrong, and
does any of the things which the Lord has given orders are not to be done, though he has
no knowledge of it, still he is in the wrong and he is responsible. 18 Let him come to the
priest with a sheep, a male without anymark out of the flock, of the value fixed by you, as
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an offering for his error; and the priest will take away the sin which he did in error, and
hewill have forgiveness. 19 It is an offering for his error: he is certainly responsible before
the Lord.

6
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2 If anyone does wrong, and is untrue to the Lord, acting

falsely to his neighbour in connection with something put in his care, or something given
for a debt, or has taken away anything by force, or has been cruel to his neighbour, 3Or
has taken a false oath about the loss of something which he has come across by chance; if
a man has done any of these evil things, 4 Causing sin to come on him, then he will have
to give back the thing he took by force or got by cruel acts, or the goods which were put
in his care or the thing he came on by chance, 5Or anything about which he took a false
oath; he will have to give it all back, with the addition of a fifth of its value, to him whose
property it is, when he has been judged to be in the wrong. 6Then let him take to the Lord
the offering for his wrongdoing; giving to the priest for his offering, amale sheep from the
flock, without any mark, of the value fixed by you: 7And the priest will take away his sin
from before the Lord, and he will have forgiveness for whatever crime he has done 8And
the Lord said toMoses, 9Give orders to Aaron and to his sons, saying, This is the law for the
burnedoffering: the offering is to be on thefire-woodon the altar all night till themorning;
and the fire of the altar is to be kept burning. 10And the priest is to put on his linen robes
and his linen trousers, and take up what is over of the offering after it has been burned
on the altar, and put it by the side of the altar. 11Then having taken off his linen robes and
put on other clothing, he is to take it away into a clean place, outside the tent-circle. 12The
fire on the altar is to be kept burning; it is never to go out; every morning the priest is to
put wood on it, placing the burned offering in order on it, and there the fat of the peace-
offering is to be burned. 13Let the fire be kept burning on the altar at all times; it is never
to go out. 14And this is the law for the meal offering: it is to be offered to the Lord before
the altar by the sons of Aaron. 15 The priest is to take in his hand some of the meal of the
meal offering and of the oil of it, and all the perfume on it, burning it on the altar as a sign,
for a sweet smell to the Lord. 16 And whatever is over Aaron and his sons may have for
their food, taking it without leaven in a holy place; in the open space of the Tent ofmeeting
they may take a meal of it. 17 It is not to be cooked with leaven. I have given it to them as
their part of the offerings made by fire to me; it is most holy, as are the sin-offerings and
the offerings for error. 18 Every male among the children of Aaron may have it for food;
it is their right for ever through all your generations, from the offerings made by fire to
the Lord: anyone touching them will be holy. 19And the Lord said to Moses, 20 This is the
offering which Aaron and his sons are to make to the Lord on the day when he is made a
priest: the tenth part of an ephah of the best meal for a meal offering for ever; half of it in
the morning and half in the evening. 21 Let it be made with oil on a flat plate; when it is
well mixed and cooked, let it be broken and taken in as a meal offering, for a sweet smell
to the Lord. 22And the same offering is to be given by that one of his sons who takes his
place as priest; by an order for ever, all of it is to be burned before the Lord. 23Everymeal
offering offered for the priest is to be completely burned: nothing of it is to be taken for
food. 24 And the Lord said to Moses, 25 Say to Aaron and his sons, This is the law for the
sin-offering: the sin-offering is to be put to death before the Lord in the same place as the
burnedoffering; it ismost holy. 26Thepriest bywhom it is offered for sin, is to take it for his
food in a holy place, in the open space of the Tent of meeting. 27Anyone touching the flesh
of it will be holy: and if any of the blood is dropped on any clothing, the thing onwhich the
blood has been dropped is to be washed in a holy place. 28But the vessel of earth in which
the flesh was cooked is to be broken; or if a brass vessel was used, it is to be rubbed clean
and washed out with water. 29Every male among the priests may take it for his food: it is
most holy. 30No sin-offering, the blood of which is taken into the Tent of meeting, to take
away sin in the holy place, may be used for food: it is to be burned with fire.

7
1And this is the law of the offering for wrongdoing: it is most holy. 2 They are to put to

death the offering for wrongdoing in the same place as the burned offering; and the priest
is to put the blood on and round the altar. 3 And all the fat of it, the fat tail and the fat
covering the inside parts, is to be given as an offering. 4And the two kidneys, and the fat
on them, which is by the top of the legs, and the fat joining the liver and the kidneys, he is
to take away: 5They are to be burned by the priest on the altar for an offeringmade by fire
to the Lord: it is an offering forwrongdoing. 6Everymale among the priestsmay have it as
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food inaholyplace: it ismostholy. 7As is the sin-offering, so is theoffering forwrongdoing;
there is one law for them: the priest whomakes the offering to take away sin, he is to have
it. 8And the priest offering any man's burned offering for him, may have the skin of the
burned offering which is offered by him. 9And everymeal offering which is cooked in the
oven and everything made in a cooking pot or on a flat plate, is for the priest by whom it
is offered. 10And every meal offering, mixed with oil or dry, is for all the sons of Aaron in
equal measure. 11And this is the law for the peace-offerings offered to the Lord. 12 If any
man gives his offering as a praise-offering, then let him givewith the offering, unleavened
cakesmixedwith oil and thinunleavened cakes coveredwith oil and cakes of thebestmeal
well mixed with oil. 13With his peace-offering let him give cakes of leavened bread, as a
praise-offering. 14And let himgive one out of every offering to be lifted upbefore the Lord;
that it may be for the priest who puts the blood of the peace-offering on the altar. 15And
the flesh of the praise-offering is to be taken as food on the day when it is offered; no part
of it may be kept till themorning. 16But if his offering is made because of an oath or given
freely, itmay be taken as food on the daywhen it is offered; and the restmay be used up on
the day after: 17But if any of the flesh of the offering is still unused on the third day, it is to
be burned with fire. 18And if any of the flesh of the peace-offering is taken as food on the
third day, it will not be pleasing to God andwill not be put to the account of himwho gives
it; it will be unclean and a cause of sin to him who takes it as food. 19 And flesh touched
by any unclean thing may not be taken for food: it is to be burned with fire; and as for
the flesh of the peace-offerings, everyone who is clean may take it as food: 20But he who
is unclean when he takes as food the flesh of the peace-offerings, which are the Lord's,
will be cut off from his people. 21 And anyone who, after touching any unclean thing of
man or an unclean beast or any unclean and disgusting thing, takes as food the flesh of the
peace-offerings, which are the Lord's, will be cut off from his people. 22And the Lord said
to Moses, 23 Say to the children of Israel: You are not to take any fat, of ox or sheep or goat,
for food. 24And the fat of that which comes to a natural death, and the fat of that which
is attacked by beasts, may be used for other purposes, but not in any way for food. 25 For
anyonewho takes as food the fat of any beast of whichmenmake an offering by fire to the
Lord, will be cut off from his people. 26And you are not to take for food any blood, of bird
or of beast, in any of your houses. 27Whoever takes any blood for foodwill be cut off from
his people. 28And the Lord said to Moses, 29 Say to the children of Israel: He who makes a
peace-offering to the Lord, is to give an offering to the Lord out of his peace-offering: 30He
himself is to take to the Lord the offeringmade by fire, even the fat with the breast, so that
the breastmay bewaved for awave offering before the Lord. 31And the fat is to be burned
by the priest on the altar, but the breast is for Aaron and his sons. 32And the right leg you
are to give to the priest for an offering to be lifted up out of what is given for your peace-
offerings. 33That man, among the sons of Aaron, by whom the blood of the peace-offering
and the fat are offered, is to have the right leg for his part. 34For the breast which is waved
and the right leg which is lifted up on high I have taken from the children of Israel, from
their peace-offerings, andhave given them toAaron the priest and to his sons as their right
for ever from the children of Israel. 35This is the holy part given to Aaron and to his sons,
outof theofferingsmade to theLordbyfire, on thedaywhen theyweremadepriestsbefore
the Lord; 36Which the Lord said the children of Israel were to give them, on the day when
hemade them his priests. It is their right for ever from generation to generation. 37These
are the laws for the burned offering, the meal offering, and the offering for wrongdoing;
and for the making of priests, and for the giving of peace-offerings; 38As they were given
by the Lord toMoses onMount Sinai, on the daywhen the Lord gave orders to the children
of Israel to make their offerings to the Lord, in the waste land of Sinai.

8
1And the Lord said toMoses, 2Take Aaron, and his sons with him, and the robes and the

holy oil and the ox of the sin-offering and the twomale sheep and the basket of unleavened
bread; 3And let all the people come together at thedoor of theTent ofmeeting. 4AndMoses
did as the Lord said, and all the people came together at the door of the Tent of meeting.
5And Moses said to the people, This is what the Lord has given orders to be done. 6 Then
Moses took Aaron and his sons; and after washing them with water, 7He put the coat on
him, making it tight with its band, and then the robe, and over it the ephod, with its band
of needlework to keep it in place. 8Andheput the priest's bag onhim, and in the bag he put
the Urim and Thummim. 9And on his head he put the head-dress, and in front of the head-
dress the plate of gold, the holy crown, as the Lord gave orders toMoses. 10AndMoses took
the holy oil and put it on the House and on all the things in it, to make them holy. 11 Seven
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times he put oil on the altar and on all its vessels, and on thewashing-basin and its base, to
make themholy. 12Andsomeof theoil heput onAaron's head, tomakehimholy. 13Thenhe
tookAaron's sons, clothing themwith the coats, andputting thebands round them, and the
head-dresses on their heads, as the Lord had given him orders. 14And he took the ox of the
sin-offering: and Aaron and his sons put their hands on the head of the ox, 15And he put it
to death; andMoses took the blood andput it on the horns of the altar and round itwith his
finger, andmade the altar clean, draining out the blood at the base of the altar; so hemade
it holy, taking away what was unclean. 16And he took all the fat on the inside parts, and
the fat on the liver, and the two kidneys with their fat, to be burned on the altar; 17But the
ox, with its skin and its flesh and its waste, was burned with fire outside the tent-circle, as
the Lord gave orders toMoses. 18And he put themale sheep of the burned offering before
the Lord, and Aaron and his sons put their hands on its head, 19And he put it to death; and
Moses put some of the blood on and round the altar. 20And when the sheep had been cut
into parts, the head and theparts and the fatwere burnedbyMoses. 21And the inside parts
and the legs were washed with water and all the sheep was burned byMoses on the altar;
it was a burned offering for a sweet smell: it was an offering made by fire to the Lord, as
the Lord gave orders to Moses. 22And he put the other sheep before the Lord, the sheep
with which they were made priests; and Aaron and his sons put their hands on the head
of the sheep, 23And he put it to death; and Moses took some of the blood and put it on the
point of Aaron's right ear and on the thumb of his right hand and on the great toe of his
right foot. 24 Then he took Aaron's sons, and Moses put some of the blood on the point of
their right ears and on the thumbs of their right hands and on the great toes of their right
feet: andMoses put the blood on and round the altar. 25Andhe took the fat, and the fat tail,
and the fat on the inside parts, and the fat on the liver, and the two kidneys with their fat,
and the right leg; 26And out of the basket of unleavened bread which was before the Lord
he took one unleavened cake, and one cake of bread with oil on it, and one thin cake, and
put them on the fat and on the right leg: 27And he put them all on the hands of Aaron and
on the hands of his sons, waving them for a wave offering before the Lord. 28And Moses
took them from their hands, and they were burned on the altar on the burned offering, as
a priest's offering for a sweet smell, an offeringmade byfire to the Lord. 29AndMoses took
the breast, waving it for awave offering before the Lord; it wasMoses' part of the sheep of
the priest's offering, as the Lord gave orders to Moses. 30AndMoses took some of the holy
oil and of the blood which was on the altar and put it on Aaron and on his robes, and on
his sons and on his sons' robes; and made Aaron holy, and his robes and his sons and his
sons' robes with him. 31AndMoses said to Aaron and to his sons, The flesh is to be cooked
in water at the door of the Tent of meeting, and there you are to take it as food, together
with the bread in the basket, as I have given orders, saying, It is the food of Aaron and his
sons. 32And thatwhich is over of the flesh and of the bread is to be burnedwith fire. 33And
you are not to go out from the door of the Tent of meeting for seven days, till the days for
makingyoupriest are ended; for thiswill be theworkof sevendays. 34Whathasbeendone
this day, has been ordered by the Lord to take away your sin. 35And you are to keepwatch
for the Lord at the door of the Tent of meeting day and night for seven days, so that death
may not come to you: for so he has given me orders. 36And Aaron and his sons did all the
things about which the Lord had given orders throughMoses.

9
1And on the eighth day Moses sent for Aaron and his sons and the responsible men of

Israel; 2 And he said to Aaron, Take a young ox for a sin-offering and a male sheep for a
burned offering, without amark, andmake an offering of them before the Lord. 3And say
to the children of Israel: Take a he-goat for a sin-offering, and a young ox and a lamb, in
their first year, without any mark on them, for a burned offering; 4And an ox and a male
sheep for peace-offerings, to be put to death before the Lord; and a meal offering mixed
with oil: for this day you are to see the Lord. 5And they took the things ordered byMoses,
before the Tent of meeting, and all the people came near, waiting before the Lord. 6And
Moses said, This is what the Lord has said you are to do; and you will see the glory of the
Lord. 7And Moses said to Aaron, Come near to the altar and make your sin-offering and
yourburnedoffering to take awayyour sin and the sin of thepeople, andmake thepeople's
offering to take away their sin; as the Lord has given orders. 8 So Aaron came near to the
altar and put to death the ox for the sin-offering for himself; 9And the sons of Aaron gave
him thebloodandheputhisfinger in thebloodandput it on thehorns of the altar, draining
out thebloodat thebase of the altar; 10But the fat and the kidneys and the fat on the liver of
the sin-offering were burned by him on the altar as the Lord gave orders to Moses. 11And
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the flesh and the skin were burned with fire outside the tent-circle; 12And he put to death
the burned offering; and Aaron's sons gave him the blood and he put some of it on and
round the altar; 13And they gave him the parts of the burned offering, in their order, and
the head, to be burned on the altar. 14 And the inside parts and the legs, when they had
beenwashedwithwater, were burned on the burned offering on the altar. 15And hemade
an offering for the people and took the goat of the sin-offering for the people and put it to
death, offering it for sin, in the same way as the first. 16And he took the burned offering,
offering it in the ordered way; 17And he put the meal offering before the Lord, and taking
some of it in his hand he had it burned on the altar, separately from the burned offering of
the morning. 18And he put to death the ox and the sheep, which were the peace-offerings
for the people; and Aaron's sons gave him the blood and he put some of it on and round
the altar; 19And as for the fat of the ox and the fat tail of the sheep and the fat covering the
inside parts and the kidneys and the fat on the liver; 20They put the fat on the breasts, and
the fat was burned on the altar. 21 And Aaron took the breasts and the right leg, waving
them for a wave offering before the Lord, as Moses gave orders. 22And Aaron, lifting up
his hands to the people, gave them a blessing; and he came down from offering the sin-
offering, and the burned offering, and the peace-offerings. 23And Moses and Aaron went
into the Tent of meeting, and came out and gave the people a blessing, and the glory of the
Lordwas seen by all the people. 24And fire came out frombefore the Lord, burning up the
offering on the altar and the fat: andwhenall the people saw it, they gave a loud cry, falling
down on their faces.

10
1And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took their vessels and put fire in them and

perfume, burning strange fire before the Lord, which he had not given them orders to do.
2And fire came out from before the Lord, burning them up and causing their destruction
before the Lord. 3ThenMoses said to Aaron, This iswhat the Lord said, I will be holy in the
eyes of all those who come near to me, and I will be honoured before all the people. And
Aaron said nothing. 4 And Moses sent for Mishael and Elzaphan, the sons of Uzziel, the
brother of Aaron's father, and said to them, Come near and take your brothers away from
before the holy place, outside the tent-circle. 5 So they came and took them, in their coats,
outside the tent-circle, as Moses had said. 6And Moses said to Aaron and to Eleazar and
Ithamar, his sons, Donot let your hair be loose, and give no signs of grief; so that deathmay
not overtake you, and his wrath come on all the people; but let there be weeping among
your brothers and all the house of Israel for this burning of the Lord's fire. 7And do not go
out from the door of the Tent of meeting, or death will come to you; for the holy oil of the
Lord is on you. And they did as Moses said. 8And the Lord said to Aaron: 9Take no wine,
or strong drink, you or your sons with you, when you go into the Tent of meeting, that it
maynot be the cause of death to you; this is an order for ever through all your generations.
10And make a division between the holy and the common, and between the unclean and
the clean; 11Teaching the children of Israel all the laws which the Lord has given them by
the hand of Moses. 12And Moses said to Aaron and to Eleazar and Ithamar, his sons who
were still living, Take the rest of the meal offering from the offerings of the Lord made by
fire, and take it for your food, without leaven, at the side of the altar, for it ismost holy. 13 It
is to be for your food in a holy place, because it is your right and your sons' right, from the
offerings of the Lord made by fire: for so am I ordered. 14And the breast which is waved
and the legwhich is lifted up on high, you are to take as your food in a clean place; you and
your sons and your daughters with you: for they are given to you as your right and your
sons' right, from the peace-offerings of the children of Israel. 15 Let them take the breast
which is waved and the leg which is lifted up on high, with the fat of the burned offering,
to bewaved for awave offering before the Lord; and this will be for you and for your sons
with you, for a right for ever, as the Lord has given orders. 16And Moses was looking for
the goat of the sin-offering, but it was burned; and hewas angrywith Eleazar and Ithamar,
the sons of Aaron, whowere still living, saying, 17Why did you not make ameal of the sin-
offering in the holy place? For it is most holy and he has given it to you, so that the sin of
the people may be put on it, to take away their sin before the Lord. 18 See, its blood was
not taken into the holy place: certainly it was right for you to have taken it as food in the
holy place, as I gave orders. 19AndAaron said toMoses, Youhave seen that today theyhave
made their sin-offering and their burnedofferingbefore theLord, and such things as these
have come onme. If I had taken the sin-offering as food today, would it have been pleasing
to the Lord? 20And after hearing this, Moses was no longer angry.
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11
1 And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 2 Say to the children of Israel: These are the

living things which you may have for food among all the beasts on the earth. 3 You may
have as food any beast which has a division in the horn of its foot, and whose food comes
back into its mouth to be crushed again. 4But, at the same time, of those beasts, you may
not take for food the camel, because its foodcomesbackbut thehornof its foot isnotparted
in two; it is unclean to you. 5And the rock-badger, for the same reason, is unclean to you.
6And the hare, because the horn of its foot is not parted in two, is unclean to you. 7And
the pig is unclean to you, because though the horn of its foot is parted, its food does not
come back. 8 Their flesh may not be used for food, and their dead bodies may not even
be touched; they are unclean to you. 9 These you may have for food of all things living in
the water: anything living in the water, in the seas or rivers, which has special parts for
swimming and skin formed of thin plates, may be used for food. 10All other things living
and moving in the water, in the sea or in the rivers, are a disgusting thing to you; 11 They
may not be used for food, and their dead bodies are disgusting to you. 12Anything in the
water which has no special parts for swimming and no thin plates on its skin is disgusting
to you. 13And among birds these are to be disgusting to you, and not to be used for food:
the eagle and the gier-eagle and the ospray; 14And the kite and the falcon, and birds of that
sort; 15 Every raven, and birds of that sort; 16And the ostrich and the night-hawk and the
sea-hawk, and birds of that sort; 17And the little owl and the cormorant and the great owl;
18And thewater-hen and the pelican and the vulture; 19The stork and the heron, andbirds
of that sort, and the hoopoe and the bat. 20Every winged four-footed thing which goes on
the earth is disgusting to you; 21 But of the winged four-footed things, those which have
long legs for jumping on the earth youmay have for food; 22 Such as all the different sorts
of locust. 23 But all other winged four-footed things which go on the earth are disgusting
to you. 24 By these you will be made unclean; anyone touching their dead bodies will be
unclean till evening: 25Whoever takes away the dead body of one of them is to have his
clothingwashed, andwill be unclean till evening. 26Every beast, in the horn ofwhose foot
there is not a complete division, and whose food does not come back, is unclean to you:
anyone touching one of these will be unclean. 27Any four-footed beast which goes on the
ball of its foot, is unclean to you: anyone touching the dead body of one of these will be
unclean till evening. 28Anyone who takes away the dead body of one of these is to have
his clothing washed and be unclean till evening. 29And these are unclean to you among
things which go low down on the earth; the weasel and the mouse and the great lizard,
and animals of that sort; 30 And the ferret and the land crocodile and the lizard and the
sand-lizard and the chameleon. 31 All these are unclean to you: anyone touching them
when they are dead will be unclean till evening. 32 The dead body of any of these, falling
on anything, will make that thing unclean; if it is any vessel of wood, or clothing, or skin,
or bag, whatever it is, if it is used for any purpose, it will have to be put intowater, andwill
be unclean till evening; after that it will be clean. 33And if one of them gets into any vessel
of earth, whatever is in the vessel will be unclean and the vessel will have to be broken.
34Any food in it, and anything on which water from it comes, will be unclean: any drink
taken fromsuchavesselwill beunclean. 35Anypartof thedeadbodyofoneof these, falling
on anything, willmake it unclean; if it is an oven or a cooking-pot it will have to be broken:
they are unclean and will be unclean to you. 36But at the same time a fountain or a place
where water is stored for use will be clean; but anyone touching their dead bodies will be
unclean. 37 If any part of the dead body of one of these gets on to any seed for planting, it is
clean; 38But if water is put on the seed, and any part of the dead body gets on to it, it will be
unclean to you. 39And if any beast which may be used for food comes to a natural death,
anyone touching its dead body will be unclean till evening. 40 And he who makes use of
any part of its body for food is to have his clothingwashed andbe unclean till evening; and
anyone taking away its body is to have his clothing washed and be unclean till evening.
41Everythingwhich goes flat on its body on the earth is disgusting, and is not to be used for
food. 42Whatever goes on its stomach or on four feet or has a great number of feet, even
all those going flat on the earth, may not be used for food, for they are disgusting. 43 You
are not to make yourselves disgusting with anything which goes about flat on the earth;
you may not make yourselves unclean with them, in such a way that you are not holy to
me. 44 For I am the Lord your God: for this reason, make and keep yourselves holy, for I
am holy; you are not to make yourselves unclean with any sort of thing which goes about
flat on the earth. 45 For I am the Lord, who took you out of the land of Egypt, to be your
God; so be you holy, for I amholy. 46This is the law about beasts and birds and every living
thingmoving in thewaters, and every living thingwhich goes flat on the earth: 47Marking



Leviticus 12:1 77 Leviticus 13:28

out the unclean from the clean, and the living thing whichmay be used for food from that
whichmay not.

12
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Say to the children of Israel, If a woman is with child and

gives birth to amale child, shewill be unclean for seven days, aswhen she is unwell. 3And
on the eighth day let him be given circumcision. 4And she will be unclean for thirty-three
days till the flow of her blood is stopped; no holy thing may be touched by her, and she
may not come into the holy place, till the days for making her clean are ended. 5But if she
gives birth to a female child, then shewill be unclean for twoweeks, aswhen she is unwell;
and she will not be completely clean for sixty-six days. 6Andwhen the days are ended for
making her clean for a son or a daughter, let her take to the priest at the door of the Tent
of meeting, a lamb of the first year for a burned offering and a young pigeon or a dove for
a sin-offering: 7And the priest is to make an offering of it before the Lord and take away
her sin, and shewill bemade clean from the flowof her blood. This is the law for awoman
who gives birth to a male or a female. 8And if she has not money enough for a lamb, then
let her take two doves or two young pigeons, one for a burned offering and the other for a
sin-offering, and the priest will take away her sin and she will be clean,

13
1And the Lord said toMoses and Aaron, 2 If a man has on his skin a growth or amark or

awhite place, and it becomes the disease of a leper, let him be taken to Aaron the priest, or
to one of the priests, his sons; 3And if, when the priest sees the mark on his skin, the hair
on the place is turned white and the mark seems to go deeper than the skin, it is the mark
of a leper: and the priest, after looking at him, will say that he is unclean. 4But if themark
on his skin is white, and does not seem to go deeper than the skin, and the hair on it is not
turnedwhite, then the priest will keep him shut up for seven days; 5And the priest is to see
him on the seventh day; and if, in his opinion, the place on his skin has not become worse
and is not increased in size, then the priest will keep him shut up for seven days more:
6And the priest is to see him again on the seventh day; and if the mark is less bright and
is not increased on his skin, then let the priest say that he is clean: it is only a skin-mark,
and after his clothing has beenwashed hewill be clean. 7But if the size of themark on his
skin is increased after he has been seen by the priest, let him go to the priest again: 8And
if, after looking at him, he sees that themark is increased in his skin, let the priest say that
he is unclean; he is a leper. 9When the disease of a leper is seen on aman, let him be taken
to the priest; 10And if the priest sees that there is a white growth on the skin, and the hair
is turned white, and there is diseased flesh in the growth, 11 It is an old disease in the skin
of his flesh, and the priest will say that he is unclean; he will not have to be shut up, for
he is clearly unclean. 12And if the disease comes out all over his skin, from his head to his
feet, as far as the priest is able to see, 13And if the priest sees that all his flesh is covered
with the leper's disease, the priestwill say that he is clean: it is all turnedwhite, he is clean.
14But whenever diseased flesh is seen on him, he will be unclean. 15And when the priest
sees the diseased flesh he will say that he is unclean; the diseased flesh is unclean, he is a
leper. 16Or if the diseased flesh is turned again and changed to white then he is to come to
the priest, 17And the priest will see him: and if the place is turned white, then the priest
will say that he is free from the disease. 18And if a bad place has come out on the skin and
is well again, 19And on the same place there is a white growth of a bright mark, red and
white, then let the priest see it; 20And after looking at it, if it seems to go deeper than the
skin, and the hair on it is turnedwhite, then the priestwill say that theman is unclean: it is
the leper's disease, it has come out in the bad place. 21But if, after looking at it, he sees that
there are no white hairs on it, and it is not deeper than the skin, and it is not very bright,
then let the priest keep him shut up for seven days: 22And if it is increasing on the skin, the
priest will say that he is unclean: it is a disease. 23But if the bright mark keeps in the same
place and gets no greater, it is the mark of the old wound, and the priest will say that he is
clean. 24Or if there is a burn on the skin of the flesh, and if the diseased flesh in the burn
becomes a bright place, red and white or white, 25The priest is to see it: and if the hair on
the bright place is turned white and it seems to go deeper than the skin, he is a leper: it
has come out in the burn, and the priest will say that he is unclean: it is the leper's disease.
26But if, after lookingat it, thepriest sees that there is nowhitehair on thebright place, and
it is not deeper than the skin, and is not very bright, then let the priest keep him shut up for
seven days: 27And the priest is to see him again on the seventh day; if it is increased in the
skin, then the priest will say that he is unclean: it is the leper's disease. 28And if the bright
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place keeps the same size and gets no greater on the skin, but is less bright, it is the effect
of the burn, and the priest will say that he is clean: it is the mark of the burn. 29Andwhen
a man or a woman has a disease on the head, or in the hair of the chin, 30 Then the priest
is to see the diseased place: and if it seems to go deeper than the skin, and if there is thin
yellow hair in it, then the priest will say that he is unclean: he has the mark of the leper's
disease on his head or in the hair of his chin. 31And after looking at the diseased place, if it
does not seem to godeeper than the skin, and there is noblackhair in it, then thepriestwill
have him shut up for seven days: 32And on the seventh day the priest will see the place:
and if it is not increased, and there is no yellow hair in it, and it does not seem to go deeper
than the skin, 33Then his hair is to be cut off, but not on the diseased place, and he is to be
shut up for seven days more: 34And on the seventh day the priest will see the place: and
if it is not increased, and does not seem to go deeper than the skin, the priest will say that
he is clean: and after his clothing has beenwashed hewill be clean. 35But if the disease in
his skin becomes worse after he has beenmade clean, 36Then the priest is to see him: and
if the mark is increased, the priest, without looking for the yellow hair, will say that he is
unclean. 37But if, in his opinion, the growth is stopped, and black hair has come up on it,
the disease has gone; he is clean and the priest will say that he is clean. 38And if aman or a
woman has bright marks on the skin of their flesh, that is, bright white marks, 39Then the
priest is to see them: and if the white marks on their skin are not very bright, it is a skin
diseasewhichhas comeout on the skin; he is clean. 40And if aman's hair has comeout and
he has no hair, still he is clean. 41And if the hair has gone from the front part of his head,
so that he has no hair there, still he is clean. 42But if, on his head or on his brow, where he
has no hair, there is a red and white place, it is the disease of the leper coming out on his
heador onhis brow. 43Then if the priest sees that the growthof the diseasehas become red
and white on his head or on his browwhere there is no hair, like the mark in the skin of a
leper; 44He is a leper and unclean; the priest is to say that he ismost certainly unclean: the
disease is in his head. 45And the leperwho has the disease on him is to go aboutwith signs
of grief, with his hair loose and his mouth covered, crying, Unclean, unclean. 46While the
disease is on him, hewill be unclean. He is unclean: let him keep by himself, living outside
the tent-circle. 47And any clothing of wool or of linen in which is the mark of the disease;
48 If it is in the threads of the linen or of thewool, or in leather, or in anythingmade of skin;
49 If there are red or greenmarks on the clothing, or on the leather, or in the threads of the
cloth, or in anything made of skin, it is the leper's disease: let the priest see it. 50And after
it has been seen by the priest, the thing which is somarked is to be shut up for seven days:
51And he is to see the mark on the seventh day; if the mark is increased in the clothing, or
in the threads of the material, or in the leather, whatever the leather is used for, it is the
disease biting into it: it is unclean. 52 And the clothing, or the wool or linen material, or
anything of leather in which is the disease, is to be burned: for the disease is biting into
it; let it be burned in the fire. 53And if the priest sees that the mark is not increased in the
clothing or in any part of the material or in the leather, 54 Then the priest will give orders
for the thing on which the mark is, to be washed, and to be shut up for seven days more:
55And if, after themarkhas beenwashed, the priest sees that the colour of it is not changed
and it is not increased, it is to be burned in the fire: the disease is working in it, though the
damagemay be inside or outside. 56And if the priest sees that themark is less bright after
thewashing, then let himhave it cut out of the clothingor the leather or from the threads of
thematerial: 57And if themark is still seen in the clothing or in the threads of thematerial
or in the leather, it is the disease coming out: the thing in which the disease is will have
to be burned with fire. 58And the material of the clothing, or anything of skin, which has
been washed, if the mark has gone out of it, let it be washed a second time and it will be
clean. 59This is the law about the leper's disease in the thread of wool or linenmaterial, in
clothing or in anything of skin, saying how it is to be judged clean or unclean.

14
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2 This is the law of the leper on the day when he is made

clean: he is to be taken to the priest; 3 And the priest is to go outside the tent-circle; and
if, after looking, the priest sees that the mark of the disease has gone from him, 4Then the
priest is to give orders to take, for himwho is to bemade clean, two living clean birds and
some cedar wood and red thread and hyssop. 5And the priest will give orders for one of
the birds to be put to death in a vesselmade of earth, over flowingwater. 6Andhewill take
the living bird and the wood and the red thread and the hyssop and put them in the blood
of the bird which was put to death over flowing water. 7And shaking it seven times over
the man who is to be made clean, he will say that he is clean and will let the living bird go
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free into the open country. 8And hewho is to bemade cleanwill have his clothingwashed
and his hair cut and have a bath, and he will be clean. And after that he will come back
to the tent-circle; but he is to keep outside his tent for seven days. 9 And on the seventh
day he is to have all the hair cut off his head and his chin and over his eyes — all his hair
is to be cut off — and he will have his clothing washed and his body bathed in water and
he will be clean. 10And on the eighth day let him take twomale lambs, without anymarks
on them, and one female lamb of the first year, without amark, and three tenth parts of an
ephah of the best meal, mixed with oil, and one log of oil. 11And the priest who is making
him cleanwill put themanwho is beingmade clean, togetherwith these things, before the
door of the Tent ofmeeting. 12And the priest is to take one of themale lambs and give it as
an offering for wrongdoing, and the log of oil, waving them for a wave offering before the
Lord; 13Andhe is to put themale lamb to death in the placewhere theyput to death the sin-
offering and the burned offering, in the holy place; for as the sin-offering is the property
of the priest, so is the offering for wrongdoing: it is most holy. 14 And let the priest take
some of the blood of the offering for wrongdoing and put it on the point of the right ear of
him who is to be made clean, and on the thumb of his right hand and on the great toe of
his right foot; 15And take some of the oil and put it in the hollow of his left hand; 16And
let the priest put his right finger in the oil which is in his left hand, shaking it out with his
finger seven times before the Lord; 17 And of the rest of the oil which is in his hand, the
priest will put some on the point of the right ear of the man who is to be made clean, and
on the thumb of his right hand and on the great toe of his right foot, over the blood of the
offering for wrongdoing; 18 And the rest of the oil in the priest's hand he will put on the
head of himwho is to bemade clean; and so the priest will make him free from sin before
the Lord. 19And the priest will give the sin-offering, and take away the sin of himwho is to
be made clean from his unclean condition; and after that he will put the burned offering
to death. 20And the priest is to have the burned offering and the meal offering burned on
the altar; and the priest will take away his sin and hewill be clean. 21And if he is poor and
not able to get somuch, then hemay take onemale lamb as an offering for wrongdoing, to
bewaved to take away his sin, and one tenth part of an ephah of the best meal mixedwith
oil for a meal offering, and a log of oil; 22And two doves or two young pigeons, such as he
is able to get; and one will be for a sin-offering and the other for a burned offering. 23And
on the eighth day he will take them to the priest, to the door of the Tent of meeting before
the Lord, so that hemay bemade clean. 24And the priest will take the lamb of the offering
for wrongdoing and the oil, waving them for a wave offering before the Lord; 25 And he
will put to death the lamb of the offering for wrongdoing and the priest will take some of
the blood of the offering forwrongdoing and put it on the point of the right ear of himwho
is to be made clean, and on the thumb of his right hand and on the great toe of his right
foot; 26And the priest will put out some of the oil in the hollow of his left hand, 27 Shaking
out drops of oil with his right finger before the Lord seven times: 28And the priest will put
some of the oil which is in his hand on the point of the ear of the man who is to be made
clean and on the thumb of his right hand and on the great toe of his right foot, on the place
where the blood of the offering for wrongdoing was put; 29And the rest of the oil which is
in the priest's hand he will put on the head of him who is to be made clean, to take away
his sin before the Lord. 30And he will make an offering of one of the doves or the young
pigeons, such as he is able to get; 31And of these, hewill give one for a sin-offering and one
for a burned offering, with the meal offering; and the priest will take away the sin of him
who is to bemade clean before the Lord. 32This is the law for themanwho has the disease
of the leper on him, and who is not able to get that which is necessary for making himself
clean. 33And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 34When you have come into the land of
Canaanwhich I will give you for your heritage, if I put the leper's disease on a house in the
landof yourheritage, 35Then let theownerof thehouse comeand say to thepriest, It seems
to me that there is a sort of leper's disease in the house. 36And the priest will give orders
for everything to be taken out of the house, before he goes in to see the disease, so that
the things in the house may not become unclean; and then the priest is to go in to see the
house; 37And if he sees that the walls of the house are marked with hollows of green and
red, and if it seems to godeeper than the face of thewall; 38Then thepriestwill go out of the
door of the house, and keep the house shut up for seven days: 39And the priest is to come
again on the seventh day and have a look and see if themarks on thewalls of the house are
increased in size; 40Then the priest will give orders to them to take out the stones inwhich
the disease is seen, and put themout into an unclean place outside the town: 41Andhewill
have thehouse rubbedall over inside, and thepastewhich is rubbedoffwill beput out into
anuncleanplace outside the town: 42And theywill take other stones andput them inplace
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of those stones, and he will take other paste and put it on the walls of the house. 43And if
the disease comes out again in the house after he has taken out the stones and after the
walls have been rubbed and the new paste put on, 44Then the priest will come and see it;
and if the disease in the house is increased in size, it is the leper's disease working out in
the house: it is unclean. 45And the house will have to be pulled down, the stones of it and
the wood and the paste; and everything is to be taken out to an unclean place outside the
town. 46And, in addition, anyone who goes into the house at any time, while it is shut up,
will be unclean till evening. 47And anyonewhohas been sleeping in the housewill have to
have his clothing washed; and anyone who takes food in that house will have to have his
clothing washed. 48And if the priest comes in, and sees that the disease is not increased
after the new paste has been put on the house, then the priest will say that the house is
clean, because the disease is gone. 49And in order to make the house clean, let him take
two birds and cedar-wood and red thread and hyssop; 50And put one of the birds to death
in a vessel of earth over flowingwater; 51And take the cedar-wood and the hyssop and the
red thread and the living bird andput them in the blood of the deadbird and in theflowing
water, shaking it over the house seven times. 52And hewill make the house cleanwith the
blood of the bird and the flowing water and with the living bird and with the cedar-wood
and the hyssop and the red thread. 53But he will let the living bird go out of the town into
the open country; so he will take away sin from the house and it will be clean. 54 This is
the law for all signs of the leper's disease and for skin diseases; 55And for signs of disease
in clothing, or in a house; 56And for a growth or a bad place or a bright mark on the skin;
57 To make clear when it is unclean and when it is clean: this is the law about the disease
of the leper.

15
1And the Lord said to Moses and to Aaron, 2 Say to the children of Israel: If a man has

an unclean flow fromhis flesh, it will make him unclean. 3 If the flow goes on or if the part
is stopped up, to keep back the flow, he is still unclean. 4Every bed on which he has been
restingwill be unclean, and everything onwhichhehas been seatedwill be unclean. 5And
anyone touchinghisbed is tohavehis clothingwashedandhisbodybathed inwaterandbe
unclean till evening. 6Andhewhohas been seated on anything onwhich the uncleanman
hasbeenseated is tohavehis clothingwashedandhisbodybathed inwaterandbeunclean
till evening. 7 And anyone touching the flesh of the unclean man is to have his clothing
washed and his body bathed in water and be unclean till evening. 8 And if liquid from
themouth of the uncleanman comes on to himwho is clean, then he is to have his clothing
washedandhis bodybathed inwater andbeunclean till evening. 9Andany leather seat on
ahorseonwhich theuncleanmanhasbeenseatedwill beunclean. 10Andanyone touching
anything which was under him will be unclean till the evening; anyone taking up any of
these things is to havehis clothingwashedandhis bodybathed inwater andbeunclean till
evening. 11And anyone onwhom the uncleanman puts his hands, without washing them
in water, is to have his clothing washed and his body bathed in water and be unclean till
evening. 12And any vessel of earth which has been touched by the uncleanmanwill have
to be broken and any vessel of wood washed. 13 And when a man who has a flow from
his body is made clean from it, he is to take seven days tomake himself clean, washing his
clothing and bathing his body in flowing water, and then he will be clean. 14 And on the
eighth day he is to take two doves or two young pigeons and come before the Lord to the
door of the Tent ofmeeting and give them to the priest: 15And they are to be offered by the
priest, one for a sin-offeringandone for aburnedoffering, and thepriestwill takeawayhis
sin before the Lord on account of his flow. 16And if a man's seed goes out from him, then
all his body will have to be bathed in water and he will be unclean till evening. 17And any
clothing or skin on which the seed comes is to be washed with water and be unclean till
evening. 18And if a man has sex relations with a woman and his seed goes out from him,
the two of them will have to be bathed in water and will be unclean till evening. 19 And
if a woman has a flow of blood from her body, she will have to be kept separate for seven
days, and anyone touching her will be unclean till evening. 20 And everything on which
she has been resting, while she is kept separate, will be unclean, and everything onwhich
she has been seated will be unclean. 21And anyone touching her bedwill have to have his
clothing washed and his body bathed in water and be unclean till evening. 22And anyone
touching anything onwhich shehas been seatedwill have to havehis clothingwashed and
his body bathed in water and be unclean till evening. 23Anyone touching anything on the
bed or on the thing on which she has been seated, will be unclean till evening. 24 And if
anyman has sex relations with her so that her blood comes on him, he will be unclean for
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seven days and every bed onwhich he has been restingwill be unclean. 25And if awoman
has a flow of blood for a long time, not at the time when she generally has it, or if the flow
goes on longer than the normal time, she will be unclean while the flow of blood goes on,
as she is at other normal times. 26Every bed onwhich she has been restingwill be unclean,
as at the times when she normally has a flow of blood, and everything on which she has
been seated will be unclean, in the same way. 27 And anyone touching these things will
be unclean, and his clothing will have to be washed and his body bathed in water and he
will be unclean till evening. 28But when her flow of blood is stopped, after seven days she
will be clean. 29And on the eighth day let her get two doves or two young pigeons and take
them to the priest to the door of the Tent of meeting, 30To be offered by the priest, one for
a sin-offering and one for a burned offering; and the priest will take away her sin before
the Lord on account of her unclean condition. 31 In this way may the children of Israel be
made free from all sorts of unclean conditions, so that deathmay not overtake themwhen
they are unclean andwhen theymakeuncleanmyholy placewhich is among them. 32This
is the law for the man who has a flow from his body, or whose seed goes from him so that
he is unclean; 33And for her who has a flow of blood, and for anyman or womanwho has
an unclean flow, and for himwho has sex relations with a womanwhen she is unclean.

16
1 And the Lord said to Moses, after the death of the two sons of Aaron when they took

in strange fire before the Lord and death overtook them; 2 The Lord said to Moses, Say to
Aaron, your brother, that he may not come at all times into the holy place inside the veil,
before the cover which is on the ark, for fear that death may overtake him; for I will be
seen in the cloud on the cover of the ark. 3Let Aaron come into the holy place in this way:
with an ox for a sin-offering and a male sheep for a burned offering. 4Let him put on the
holy linen coat, and the linen trousers on his body, and the linen band round him, and the
linen head-dress on his head; for this is holy clothing, and before he puts themon his body
is to be washed with water. 5And let him take from the children of Israel two he-goats for
a sin-offering and one male sheep for a burned offering. 6And Aaron is to give the ox of
the sin-offering for himself, to make himself and his house free from sin. 7 And he is to
take the two goats and put them before the Lord at the door of the Tent of meeting. 8And
Aaron will make selection from the two goats by the decision of the Lord, one goat for the
Lord and one for Azazel. 9And the goat which is marked out for the Lord, let Aaron give
for a sin-offering. 10 But the goat for Azazel is to be placed living before the Lord, for the
taking away of sin, that it may be sent away for Azazel into thewaste land. 11And Aaron is
to give the ox of the sin-offering for himself and take away sin fromhimself and his house,
and put to death the ox of the sin-offering which is for himself. 12And he is to take a vessel
full of burning coal from the altar before the Lord and in his hand some sweet perfume
crushed small, and take it inside the veil; 13And let him put the perfume on the fire before
the Lord so that the arkmay be coveredwith a cloud of the smoke of the perfume, in order
that death may not overtake him. 14And let him take some of the blood of the ox, shaking
drops of it from his finger on the cover of the ark on the east side, and before it, seven
times. 15 Then let him put to death the goat of the sin-offering for the people, and take its
blood inside the veil and do with it as he did with the blood of the ox, shaking drops of it
on and before the cover of the ark. 16And let himmake the holy place free fromwhatever
is unclean among the children of Israel and from their wrongdoing in all their sins; and
let him do the same for the Tent of meeting, which has its place among an unclean people.
17 And no man may be in the Tent of meeting from the time when Aaron goes in to take
away sin in the holy place till he comes out, havingmade himself and his house and all the
people of Israel free from sin. 18And he is to go out to the altar which is before the Lord
andmake it free from sin; and he is to take some of the blood of the ox and the blood of the
goat and put it on the horns of the altar and round it; 19 Shaking drops of the blood from
his finger on it seven times tomake it holy and clean fromwhatever is unclean among the
children of Israel. 20And when he has done whatever is necessary to make the holy place
and the Tent of meeting and the altar free from sin, let him put the living goat before the
Lord; 21AndAaron, placing his two hands on the head of the living goat, willmake a public
statement over him of all the evil doings of the children of Israel and all their wrongdoing,
in all their sins; and he will put them on the head of the goat and send him away, in the
care of a man who will be waiting there, into the waste land. 22And the goat will take all
their sins into a land cut off frommen, and hewill send the goat away into the waste land.
23 Then let Aaron come into the Tent of meeting and take off the linen clothing which he
put on when he went into the holy place, and put them down there; 24And after bathing
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his body in water in a holy place, he is to put on his clothing and come out and give his
burned offering and the burned offering of the people, to take away his sin and the sin of
the people. 25And the fat of the sin-offering is to be burned by him on the altar. 26And the
manwho takes away the goat forAzazel is tohavehis clothingwashedandhis bodybathed
inwater and then hemay comeback to the tent-circle. 27And the ox of the sin-offering and
the goat of the sin-offering, whose bloodwas taken in tomake the holy place free from sin,
are to be taken away outside the tent-circle and their skins and their flesh and their waste
are to be burnedwith fire. 28And themanbywhom they are burned is to have his clothing
washed and his body bathed inwater, and then hemay comeback to the tent-circle. 29And
let this be an order to you for ever: in the seventhmonth, on the tenth day, you are to keep
yourselves from pleasure and do no sort of work, those who are Israelites by birth and
those from other lands who are living among you: 30For on this day your sin will be taken
awayandyouwill be clean: youwill bemade free fromall your sins before the Lord. 31 It is
a special Sabbath for you, and you are to keep yourselves from pleasure; it is an order for
ever. 32And the man on whose head the holy oil has been put, and who has been marked
out to be a priest in his father's place, will do what is necessary to take away sin, and will
put on the linen clothing, even the holy robes: 33And he will make the holy place and the
Tent ofmeeting and the altar free from sin; hewill take away sin from the priests and from
all the people. 34And let this be an order for ever for you, so that the sin of the children of
Israel may be taken away once every year. And he did as the Lord gave orders to Moses.

17
1 And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Say to Aaron and to his sons and to all the children of

Israel: This is the order which the Lord has given. 3 If any man of Israel puts to death an
ox or a lamb or a goat, in or outside the tent-circle; 4And has not taken it to the door of the
Tent of meeting, to make an offering to the Lord, before the Lord's House, its blood will be
on him, for he has taken life, and he will be cut off from among his people: 5 So that the
children of Israel may take to the Lord, to the door of the Tent of meeting and to the priest,
the offerings which they have put to death in the open country, and that they may make
their peace-offerings to the Lord. 6And the priest will put blood on the altar of the Lord at
the door of the Tent ofmeeting, burning the fat for a sweet smell to the Lord. 7And let them
make nomore offerings to evil spirits, after which they have gone, turning away from the
Lord. Let this be a law to them for ever, through all their generations. 8And say to them,
If any man of Israel, or any other living among them, makes a burned offering or other
offering, 9And does not take it to the door of the Tent ofmeeting tomake an offering to the
Lord, that man will be cut off from among his people. 10And if any man of Israel, or any
other living among them, takes any sort of blood for food, mywrathwill be turned against
that man and he will be cut off from among his people. 11 For the life of the flesh is in its
blood; and I have given it to you on the altar to take away your sin: for it is the bloodwhich
makes free from sin because of the life in it. 12 For this reason I have said to the children
of Israel, Noman among you, or any others livingwith you,may take blood as food. 13And
anymanof Israel, or any other living among them,who getswith his bowanybeast or bird
used for food, is to see that its blood is covered with earth. 14For the blood is the life of all
flesh: and so I have said to the childrenof Israel, Youmaynot take any sort of blood as food,
and any man who does so will be cut of. 15And anyone who takes as food anything which
has come to a natural end, or anything which has been put to death by beasts, if he is one
of you by birth, or of another nation, will have to have his clothing washed and his body
bathed inwater and be unclean till evening, and then hewill be clean. 16But if his clothing
is not washed and his body bathed, his sin will be on him.

18
1And the Lord said toMoses, 2Say to the children of Israel, I am the Lord your God. 3You

may not do those things which were done in the land of Egypt where youwere living; and
youmay not do those things which are done in the land of Canaanwhere I am taking you,
or be guided in your behaviour by their rules. 4But you are to be guided by my decisions
and keep my rules, and be guided by them: I am the Lord your God. 5 So keep my rules
and my decisions, which, if a man does them, will be life to him: I am the Lord. 6Youmay
not have sex connection with anyone who is a near relation: I am the Lord. 7 You may
not have sex relations with your father or your mother: she is your mother, you may not
take her. 8And youmay not have sex relationswith your father's wife: she is your father's.
9Youmaynot take your sister, the daughter of your father or of yourmother, wherever her
birth took place, among you or in another country. 10Youmay not have sex relations with
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your son's daughter or your daughter's daughter, for they are part of yourself; 11Or your
father's wife's daughter, the child of your father, for she is your sister. 12Youmay not have
sex connection with your father's sister, for she is your father's near relation. 13 You may
not have sex connection with your mother's sister, for she is your mother's near relation.
14You may not have sex relations with the wife of your father's brother, for she is of your
family; 15Orwithyourdaughter-in-law, for she is your son'swife, andyoumaynot takeher.
16Youmay not have sex relationswith your brother's wife, for she is your brother's. 17You
may not take as wife a woman and her daughter, or her son's daughter or her daughter's
daughter, for they are of one family: it is an act of shame. 18And youmay not take aswife a
womanandat the same timeher sister, tobe in competitionwithher inher life-time. 19And
you may not go near a woman or have sex relations with her when she is unclean, at her
regular time. 20And you may not have sex relations with your neighbour's wife, making
yourself unclean with her. 21And you may not make any of your children go through the
fire as anoffering toMolech, andyoumaynot put shameon thenameof yourGod: I am the
Lord. 22Youmay not have sex relationswithmen, as you dowithwomen: it is a disgusting
thing. 23And youmaynot have sex relationswith a beast,making yourself uncleanwith it;
and awomanmaynot give herself to a beast: it is anunnatural act. 24Donotmake yourself
unclean in any of theseways; for so have those nationswhom I amdriving out frombefore
you made themselves unclean: 25And the land itself has become unclean; so that I have
sent on it the reward of its wrongdoing, and the land itself puts out thosewho are living in
it. 26So then keepmy rules andmy decisions, and do not do any of these disgusting things,
those of you who are Israelites by birth, or any others who are living with you: 27 (For all
these disgusting things were done by the men of this country who were there before you,
and the landhas beenmadeuncleanby them;) 28So that the landmaynot put you out from
it, when youmake it unclean, as it put out the nations which were there before you. 29For
all thosewhodoanyof thesedisgusting thingswill be cut off fromamong theirpeople. 30So
then, keep my orders, so that you may not do any of these disgusting things which were
done before you, or make yourselves unclean through them: I am the Lord your God.

19
1 And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Say to all the people of Israel, You are to be holy, for I,

the Lord your God, am holy. 3 Let every man give honour to his mother and to his father
and keep my Sabbaths: I am the Lord your God. 4Do not go after false gods, and do not
make metal images of gods for yourselves: I am the Lord your God. 5And when you give
a peace offering to the Lord, do it in the way which is pleasing to the Lord. 6Let it be used
for food on the same day on which it is offered, or on the day after; and whatever is over
on the third day is to be burned with fire. 7 If any of it is used for food on the third day, it
is a disgusting thing and will not be pleasing to the Lord. 8And as for anyone who takes it
for food, his sin will be on him, for he has put shame on the holy thing of the Lord: he will
be cut off from his people. 9And when you get in the grain from your land, do not let all
the grain be cut from the edges of the field, or take upwhat has been dropped on the earth
after the getting in of the grain. 10And do not take all the grapes from your vine-garden, or
the fruit dropped on the earth; let the poorman, and theman from another country, have
these: I am the Lord yourGod. 11Donot take anyone's property or be false in act orword to
another. 12And do not take an oath inmy name falsely, putting shame on the name of your
God: I am the Lord. 13Do not be cruel to your neighbour or take what is his; do not keep
back a servant's payment fromhimall night till themorning. 14Donot put a curse on those
who have no hearing, or put a cause of falling in the way of the blind, but keep the fear of
your God before you: I am the Lord. 15Do no wrong in your judging: do not give thought
to the position of the poor, or honour to the position of the great; but be a judge to your
neighbour in righteousness. 16Do not go about saying untrue things among your people,
or take away the life of your neighbour by false witness: I am the Lord. 17Let there be no
hate in your heart for your brother; but youmaymake a protest to your neighbour, so that
hemay be stopped from doing evil. 18Do notmake attempts to get equal with onewho has
done you wrong, or keep hard feelings against the children of your people, but have love
for your neighbour as for yourself: I am the Lord. 19Keep my laws. Do not let your cattle
have offspring by those of a different sort; do not put mixed seed into your field; do not
put on a robe made of two sorts of cloth. 20 If any man has sex relations with a servant-
woman who has given her word to be married to a man, and has not been made free for
a price or in any other way, the thing will be looked into; but they will not be put to death
because shewas not a freewoman. 21Let him take his offering forwrongdoing to the Lord,
to the door of the Tent ofmeeting; let him give amale sheep as an offering forwrongdoing.
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22And the priest will take away his sin before the Lord with the sheepwhich is offered for
his wrongdoing, and he will have forgiveness for the sin which he has done. 23And when
you have come into the land, and have put in all sorts of fruit-trees, their fruit will be as
if they had not had circumcision, and for three years their fruit may not be used for food.
24 And in the fourth year all the fruit will be holy as a praise-offering to the Lord. 25 But
in the fifth year you may take the fruit and the increase of it for your food: I am the Lord
your God. 26Nothing may be used for food with its blood in it; you may not make use of
strange arts, or go in search of signs and wonders. 27The ends of the hair round your face
and on your chin may not be cut off. 28 You may not make cuts in your flesh in respect
for the dead, or have marks printed on your bodies: I am the Lord. 29Do not make your
daughter commonby lettingherbecomea loosewoman, for fear that the landmaybecome
full of shame. 30KeepmySabbaths andhave respect formyholy place: I am theLord. 31Do
not go after those who make use of spirits, or wonder-workers; do not go in their ways or
become unclean through them: I am the Lord your God. 32Get up from your seats before
the white-haired, and give honour to the old, and let the fear of your God be before you: I
am the Lord. 33And if a man from another country is living in your land with you, do not
make life hard for him; 34Let him be to you as one of your countrymen and have love for
him as for yourself; for you were living in a strange land, in the land of Egypt: I am the
Lord your God. 35Do not make false decisions in questions of yard-sticks and weights and
measures. 36Have true scales, trueweights andmeasures for all things: I am theLord your
God,who took you out of the land of Egypt; 37You are to keep allmy rules andmydecisions
and do them: I am the Lord.

20
1 And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Again, say to the children of Israel, If any man of the

children of Israel, or any other man living in Israel, gives his offspring to Molech, he is
certainly to be put to death: he is to be stoned by the people of the land; 3 And my face
will be turned against that man, and he will be cut off from his people; because he has
given his offspring to Molech, making my holy place unclean, and making my holy name
common. 4 And if the people of the land do not take note of that man when he gives his
offspring to Molech, and do not put him to death, 5 Then my face will be turned against
him and his family, and he and all those who do evil with him will be cut off from among
their people. 6Andwhoever goes after thosewhomakeuse of spirits andwonder-workers,
doing evilwith them, against himwillmy face be turned, andhewill be cut off fromamong
his people. 7Somake and keep yourselves holy, for I am the Lord your God. 8And keepmy
rules and do them: I am the Lord, who make you holy. 9 Every man cursing his father or
his mother is certainly to be put to death; because of his curse on his father or his mother,
his blood will be on him. 10And if a man has sex relations with another man's wife, even
the wife of his neighbour, he and she are certainly to be put to death. 11And the man who
has sex relations with his father's wife has put shame on his father: the two of them are
to be put to death; their blood will be on them. 12And if a man has sex relations with his
son's wife, the two of them are to be put to death: it is unnatural; their blood will be on
them. 13And if amanhas sex relationswith aman, the two of themhave done a disgusting
thing: let them be put to death; their blood will be on them. 14And if a man takes as wife
a woman and her mother, it is an act of shame; let them be burned with fire, all three of
them, so that there may be no shame among you. 15And if a man has sex relations with a
beast, let him be put to death, and let the beast be put to destruction. 16And if a woman
goes near a beast and has sex relations with it, you will put an end to the woman and the
beast: their blood will be on them. 17And if a man takes his sister, daughter of his father
or his mother, and has sex relations with her and she with him, it is an act of shame: they
are to be cut off before the children of their people; he has had sex relationswith his sister,
and his sin will be on him. 18 And if a man has sex relations with a woman at the time
when she is unwell, he has seen her fountain and she has let the fountain of her blood be
uncovered, and the two of them are to be cut off from among their people. 19And youmay
not have sex connection with your mother's sister or your father's sister, for they are his
near relations: their sin will be on them. 20And if a man has sex relations with the wife
of his father's brother, he has put shame on his father's brother: their sin will be on them;
till the day of their death they will have no children. 21 And if a man takes his brother's
wife, it is an unclean act; he has put shame on his brother; theywill have no children. 22So
then, keepmy rules andmy decisions and do them, so that the landwhich I am giving you
as your resting-place may not violently send you out again. 23And do not keep the rules
of the nations which I am driving out before you; for they did all these things, and for that
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reasonmy soul was turned against them. 24But I have said to you, Youwill take their land
and Iwill give it to you for yourheritage, a landflowingwithmilk andhoney: I am theLord
your God who have made you separate from all other peoples. 25 So then, make division
between the clean beast and the unclean, and between the clean bird and the unclean: do
not make yourselves disgusting by any beast or bird or anything which goes flat on the
earth, which has been marked by me as unclean for you. 26And you are to be holy to me;
for I the Lord am holy and have made you separate from the nations, so that you may be
my people. 27Anyman or womanwhomakes use of spirits, or who is a wonder-worker, is
to be put to death: they are to be stoned with stones: their blood will be on them.

21
1 And the Lord said to Moses, Say to the priests, the sons of Aaron, Let no man make

himself unclean for the dead among his people; 2 But only for his near relations, for his
mother or his father, his son or his daughter, and his brother; 3And for his sister, a virgin,
for she is his near relation and has had no husband, he may make himself unclean. 4But
let him, being a chief among his people, not make himself unclean in such a way as to put
shame on himself. 5They are not to have their hair cut off for the dead, or the hair on their
chins cut short, or make cuts in their flesh. 6 Let them be holy to their God and not make
the name of their God common; for the fire offerings of the Lord and the bread of their
God are offered by them, and they are to be holy. 7 They may not take as wife a loose or
common woman, or one who has been put away by her husband: for the priest is holy to
his God. 8And he is to be holy in your eyes, for by him the bread of your God is offered; he
is to be holy in your eyes, for I the Lord, whomake you holy, am holy. 9And if the daughter
of a priest makes herself common and by her loose behaviour puts shame on her father,
let her be burnedwith fire. 10And hewho is the chief priest among his brothers, onwhose
head the holy oil has been put, who is marked out to put on the holy robes, may not let his
hair go loose or have his clothing out of order as a sign of sorrow. 11He may not go near
any dead body or make himself unclean for his father or his mother; 12Hemay not go out
of the holy place or make the holy place of his God common; for the crown of the holy oil
of his God is on him: I am the Lord. 13And let him take as his wife one who has not had
relations with a man. 14A widow, or one whose husband has put her away, or a common
woman of loose behaviour, may not be the wife of a priest; but let him take a virgin from
among his people. 15And he may not make his seed unclean among his people, for I the
Lord have made him holy. 16And the Lord said to Moses, 17 Say to Aaron, If a man of your
family, in any generation, is damaged in body, let him not come near to make the offering
of the bread of his God. 18 For any man whose body is damaged may not come near: one
who is blind, or has not the use of his legs, or onewho has a broken nose or any unnatural
growth, 19Or a man with broken feet or hands, 20Or one whose back is bent, or one who
is unnaturally small, or one who has a damaged eye, or whose skin is diseased, or whose
sex parts are damaged; 21Noman of the offspring of Aaronwhose body is damaged in any
waymay come near to give the fire offerings of the Lord: he is damaged, hemay not come
near tomake the offerings. 22Hemay take of the bread of God, the holy and themost holy;
23But he may not go inside the veil or come near the altar, because he is damaged; and he
may not make my holy places common; for I the Lord have made them holy. 24 These are
the words whichMoses said to Aaron and to his sons and to all the children of Israel.

22
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2Give orders to Aaron and to his sons to keep themselves

separate from the holy things of the children of Israel which they give to me, and not
to make my holy name common: I am the Lord, 3 Say to them, If any man of all your
seed through all your generations, being unclean, comes near the holy things which the
children of Israel make holy to the Lord, he will be cut off from before me: I am the Lord.
4Noman of the seed of Aaron who is a leper, or who has a flow from his body, may take of
the holy food till he is clean. And anyman touching anything which is unclean because of
the dead, or any man whose seed goes from him; 5Or anyone touching any unclean thing
which goes flat on the earth, or someone by whom he may be made unclean in any way
whatever; 6Any person touching any such unclean thing will be unclean till evening, and
maynot take of theholy food till his fleshhas beenbathed inwater; 7Andwhen the sunhas
gone down he will be clean; and after that he may take part in the holy food, because it is
his bread. 8That which comes to a natural death, or is attacked by beasts, he may not take
as food, for it will make him unclean: I am the Lord. 9 So then, let them keep what I have
put into their care, for fear that sinmay come on thembecause of it, so causing their death
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because they have made it common: I am the Lord, who make them holy. 10No outside
personmay take of the holy food, or one living as a guest in the priest's house, or a servant
working for payment. 11 But any person for whom the priest has given money, to make
him his, may take of it with him; and those who come to birth in his house may take of his
bread. 12And if the daughter of a priest is married to an outside person she may not take
of the holy things which are lifted up as offerings. 13But if a priest's daughter is a widow,
or parted from her husband, and has no child, and has come back to her father's house as
when she was a girl, she may take of her father's bread; but no outside person may do so.
14And if a man takes the holy food in error, he will have to give the holy thing back to the
priest, with the addition of a fifth part. 15And theymay not make common the holy things
which the children of Israel give to the Lord, 16 So causing sin to come on themwhen they
take their holy things for food: I am the Lord who make them holy. 17And the Lord said
to Moses, 18 Say to Aaron and to his sons and to all the children of Israel, If any man of the
children of Israel, or of another nation living in Israel, makes an offering, given because
of an oath or freely given to the Lord for a burned offering; 19 So that it may be pleasing to
the Lord, let him give amale, without anymark, from among the oxen or the sheep or the
goats. 20 But anything which has a mark you may not give; it will not make you pleasing
to the Lord. 21And whoever makes a peace-offering to the Lord, in payment of an oath or
as a free offering, from the herd or the flock, if it is to be pleasing to the Lord, let it be free
from anymark or damage. 22Anything blind or broken or damaged or having any disease
or anymark on itmay not be offered to the Lord; youmay notmake an offering of it by fire
on the altar to the Lord. 23An ox or a lamb which has more or less than its natural parts,
may be given as a free offering; but it will not be taken in payment of an oath. 24An animal
which has its sex parts damaged or crushed or broken or cut, may not be offered to the
Lord; such a thingmay not be done anywhere in your land. 25And from onewho is not an
Israelite you may not take any of these for an offering to the Lord; for they are unclean,
there is a mark on them, and the Lord will not be pleased with them. 26And the Lord said
toMoses, 27Whenanoxor a sheepor a goat is givenbirth, let it bewith itsmother for seven
days; and after the eighth day it may be taken as an offering made by fire to the Lord. 28A
cow or a sheep may not be put to death with its young on the same day. 29And when you
make an offering of praise to the Lord, make it in a way which is pleasing to him. 30Let it
be used for food on the same day; do not keep any part of it till themorning: I am the Lord.
31 So then, keep my orders and do them: I am the Lord. 32And do not make my holy name
common; so that itmay be kept holy by the children of Israel: I am the Lordwhomake you
holy, 33Who took you out of the land of Egypt that I might be your God: I am the Lord.

23
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Say to the children of Israel, These are the fixed feasts of

the Lord, which you will keep for holy meetings: these are my feasts. 3On six days work
maybe done; but the seventh day is a special day of rest, a time forworship; youmaydono
sort of work: it is a Sabbath to the Lord wherever you may be living. 4These are the fixed
feasts of the Lord, the holy days of worship which you will keep at their regular times.
5 In the first month, on the fourteenth day of themonth at nightfall, is the Lord's Passover;
6And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the feast of unleavened bread; for seven
days let your food be unleavened bread. 7On the first day you will have a holy meeting;
you may do no sort of field-work. 8And every day for seven days you will give a burned
offering to the Lord; and on the seventh day there will be a holy meeting; you may do no
field-work. 9And the Lord said to Moses, 10 Say to the children of Israel, When you have
come to the land which I will give you, and have got in the grain from its fields, take some
of the first-fruits of the grain to the priest; 11And let the grain bewaved before the Lord, so
that youmay be pleasing to him; on the day after the Sabbath let it be waved by the priest.
12And on the day of the waving of the grain, you are to give a male lamb of the first year,
without any mark, for a burned offering to the Lord. 13And let the meal offering with it
be two tenth parts of an ephah of the best meal mixed with oil, an offeringmade by fire to
the Lord for a sweet smell; and the drink offering with it is to be of wine, the fourth part
of a hin. 14And youmay take no bread or dry grain or new grain for food till the very day
on which you have given the offering for your God: this is a rule for ever through all your
generations wherever you are living. 15 And let seven full weeks be numbered from the
day after the Sabbath, the day when you give the grain for the wave offering; 16 Let fifty
days be numbered, to the day after the seventh Sabbath; then you are to give a newmeal
offering to the Lord. 17Take fromyour houses two cakes of bread,made of a fifth part of an
ephah of the best meal, cooked with leaven, to be waved for first-fruits to the Lord. 18And
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with the bread, take seven lambs of the first year, without anymarks, and one ox and two
male sheep, to be a burned offering to the Lord, with their meal offering and their drink
offerings, an offering of a sweet smell made by fire to the Lord. 19And you are to give one
male goat for a sin-offering and twomale lambs of the first year for peace-offerings. 20And
these will be waved by the priest, with the bread of the first-fruits, for a wave offering to
the Lord, with the two lambs: they will be holy to the Lord for the priest. 21 And on the
same day, let it be given out that there will be a holymeeting for you: youmay do no field-
work on that day: it is a rule for ever through all your generationswherever you are living.
22Andwhen you get in the grain from your land, do not let all the grain at the edges of the
field be cut, anddonot take up the grainwhichhas beendropped in thefield; let that be for
the poor, and for the man from another country: I am the Lord your God. 23And the Lord
said to Moses, 24 Say to the children of Israel, In the seventh month, on the first day of the
month, let there be a special day of rest for you, a day of memory, marked by the blowing
of horns, ameeting for worship. 25Do no field-work and give to the Lord an offeringmade
by fire. 26And the Lord said to Moses, 27The tenth day of this seventhmonth is the day for
the taking away of sin; let it be a holy day of worship; you are to keep from pleasure, and
give to the Lord an offering made by fire. 28And on that day you may do no sort of work,
for it is a day of taking away sin, to make you clean before the Lord your God. 29 For any
person, whoever he may be, who takes his pleasure on that day will be cut off from his
people. 30And if any person, whoever he may be, on that day does any sort of work, I will
send destruction on him from among his people. 31You may not do any sort of work: this
is an order for ever through all your generations wherever you may be living. 32 Let this
be a Sabbath of special rest to you, and keep yourselves fromall pleasure; on the ninth day
of themonth at nightfall from evening to evening, let this Sabbath be kept. 33And the Lord
said to Moses, 34 Say to the children of Israel, On the fifteenth day of this seventh month
let the feast of tents be kept to the Lord for seven days. 35On the first day there will be a
holy meeting: do no field-work. 36Every day for seven days give an offering made by fire
to the Lord; and on the eighth day there is to be a holy meeting, when you are to give an
offering made by fire to the Lord; this is a special holy day: you may do no field-work on
that day. 37These are the fixed feasts of the Lord, to be kept by you as holy days ofworship,
for making an offering by fire to the Lord; a burned offering, a meal offering, an offering
of beasts, and drink offerings; every one on its special day; 38 In addition to the Sabbaths
of the Lord, and in addition to the things you give and the oaths you make and the free
offerings to the Lord. 39But on the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when you have got
in all the fruits of the land, you will keep the feast of the Lord for seven days: the first day
will be a Sabbath, and the eighthday the same. 40On thefirst day, take the fruit of fair trees,
branches of palm-trees, and branches of thick trees and trees from the riverside, and be
glad before the Lord for seven days. 41And let this feast be kept before the Lord for seven
days in the year: it is a rule for ever from generation to generation; in the seventh month
let it be kept. 42 For seven days you will be living in tents; all those who are Israelites by
birth are to make tents their living-places: 43 So that future generations may keep inmind
how I gave the children of Israel tents as their living-places when I took them out of the
land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God. 44And Moses made clear to the children of Israel
the orders about the fixed feasts of the Lord.

24
1And the Lord said toMoses, 2Give orders to the children of Israel to give you clean olive

oil for the light, so that a light may be burning at all times, 3Outside the veil of the ark in
the Tent of meeting; let Aaron see that it is burning from evening till morning at all times
before the Lord: it is a rule for ever through all your generations. 4Let Aaron put the lights
in order on the support before the Lord at all times. 5 And take the best meal and make
twelve cakes of it, a fifth part of an ephah in every cake. 6And put them in two lines, six in
a line, on theholy tablebefore theLord. 7Andon the linesof cakesput cleansweet-smelling
spices, for a sign on the bread, an offering made by fire to the Lord. 8 Every Sabbath day
regularly, the priest is to put it in order before the Lord: it is offered for the children of
Israel, an agreementmade for ever. 9And it will be for Aaron and his sons; they are to take
it for food in a holy place: it is the most holy of all the offerings made by fire to the Lord, a
rule for ever. 10And a son of an Israelite woman, whose father was an Egyptian, went out
among the childrenof Israel andhadafightwith amanof Israel by the tents; 11And the son
of the Israelite woman said evil against the holy Name, with curses; and they took him to
Moses. Hismother's namewas Shelomith, the daughter of Dibri, of the tribe of Dan. 12And
they kept him shut up, till a decision might be given by the mouth of the Lord. 13And the
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Lord said to Moses, 14 Take the curser outside the tent-circle; and let all in whose hearing
the words were said put their hands on his head, and let him be stoned by all the people.
15And say to the children of Israel, As for anyman cursing God, his sin will be on his head.
16And he who says evil against the name of the Lord will certainly be put to death; he will
be stoned by all the people; the man who is not of your nation and one who is an Israelite
by birth, whoever says evil against the holy Name is to be put to death. 17And anyonewho
takes another's life is certainly to be put to death. 18 And anyone wounding a beast and
causing its death, will have to make payment for it: a life for a life. 19And if a man does
damage to his neighbour, as he has done, so let it be done to him; 20Wound for wound, eye
for eye, tooth for tooth; whatever damage he has done, so let it be done to him. 21He who
puts a beast to death will have to make payment for it; he who puts a man to death will
himself be put to death. 22You are to have the same law for aman of another nation living
among you as for an Israelite; for I am the Lord yourGod. 23AndMoses said thesewords to
the children of Israel, and they took themanwho had been cursing outside the tent-circle
and had him stoned. The children of Israel did as the Lord gave orders to Moses.

25
1And the Lord said to Moses on Mount Sinai, 2 Say to the children of Israel, When you

come into the land which I will give you, let the land keep a Sabbath to the Lord. 3 For
six years put seed into your land, and for six years give care to your vines and get in the
produceof them; 4But let the seventhyearbeaSabbathof rest for the land, a Sabbath to the
Lord; do not put seed into your land or have your vines cut. 5That which comes to growth
of itself may not be cut, and the grapes of your uncared-for vines may not be taken off;
let it be a year of rest for the land. 6And the Sabbath of the land will give food for you and
yourman-servant and yourwoman-servant and thoseworking for payment, and for those
of another country who are living among you; 7And for your cattle and the beasts on the
land; all the natural increase of the landwill be for food. 8And let seven Sabbaths of years
be numbered to you, seven times seven years; even the days of seven Sabbaths of years,
that is forty-nine years; 9Then let the loud horn be sounded far andwide on the tenth day
of the seventh month; on the day of taking away sin let the horn be sounded through all
your land. 10And let this fiftieth year be kept holy, and say publicly that everyone in the
land is free fromdebt: it is the Jubilee, andeverymanmaygoback tohis heritage and tohis
family. 11Let thisfiftiethyearbe the Jubilee: no seedmaybeplanted, and thatwhich comes
to growth of itself may not be cut, and the grapes may not be taken from the uncared-for
vines. 12 For it is the Jubilee, and it is holy to you; your food will be the natural increase
of the field. 13 In this year of Jubilee, let every man go back to his heritage. 14And in the
business of trading goods for money, do no wrong to one another. 15Let your exchange of
goodswith your neighbours have relation to the number of years after the year of Jubilee,
and thenumber of times the earthhas givenher produce. 16 If thenumber of years is great,
the price will be increased, and if the number of years is small, the price will be less, for
it is the produce of a certain number of years which the man is giving you. 17And do no
wrong, one to another, but let the fear of your God be before you; for I am the Lord your
God. 18 So keepmy rules andmy decisions and do them, and you will be safe in your land.
19 And the land will give her fruit, and you will have food in full measure and be safe in
the land. 20And if you say, Where will our food come from in the seventh year, when we
may not put in seed, or get in the increase 21 Then I will send my blessing on you in the
sixth year, and the land will give fruit enough for three years. 22 And in the eighth year
you will put in your seed, and get your food from the old stores, till the fruit of the ninth
year is ready. 23No exchange of land may be for ever, for the land is mine, and you are as
my guests, livingwithme for a time. 24Wherever there is property in land, the owner is to
have the right of getting it back. 25 If your brother becomes poor, andhas to give up someof
his land formoney, his nearest relationmay come and get back that which his brother has
given up. 26And if he has no one to get it back for him, and later he himself getswealth and
has enoughmoney to get it back; 27Then let him take into account the years from the time
when he gave it up, and make up the loss for the rest of the years to him who took it, and
so get back his property. 28But if he is not able to get it back for himself, then it will be kept
by himwho gave a price for it, till the year of Jubilee; and in that year it will go back to its
first owner and hewill have his property again. 29And if aman gives his house in awalled
town formoney, he has the right to get it back for the space of a full year after he has given
it up. 30 And if he does not get it back by the end of the year, then the house in the town
will become the property of himwho gave themoney for it, and of his children for ever; it
will not go from him in the year of Jubilee. 31But houses in small unwalled towns will be



Leviticus 25:32 89 Leviticus 26:15

the same as property in the country; they may be got back, and they will go back to their
owners in the year of Jubilee. 32But the houses in the towns of the Levitesmay be got back
by the Levites at any time. 33And if a Levite does not give money to get back his property,
his house in the town which was exchanged for money will come back to him in the year
of Jubilee. For the houses of the towns of the Levites are their property among the children
of Israel. 34But the land on the outskirts of their towns may not be exchanged for money,
for it is their property for ever. 35And if your brother becomes poor and is not able tomake
a living, then you are to keep himwith you, helping him as youwould aman from another
country who is living among you. 36Take no interest from him, in money or in goods, but
have the fear of your God before you, and let your brothermake a living among you. 37Do
not take interest on themoneywhich you let him have or on the foodwhich you give him.
38 I am the Lord your God, who took you out of the land of Egypt to give you the land of
Canaan, that I might be your God. 39And if your brother becomes poor and gives himself
to you formoney, do notmakeuse of him like a servantwho is your property; 40But let him
bewith you as a servantworking for payment, till the year of Jubilee; 41Thenhewill go out
from you, he and his children with him, and go back to his family and to the property of
his fathers. 42For they are my servants whom I took out from the land of Egypt; they may
not become the property of another. 43Do not be a hard master to him, but have the fear
of God before you. 44But youmay get servants as property from among the nations round
about; from them you may take men-servants and women-servants. 45 And in addition,
youmay get, formoney, servants from among the children of other nationswho are living
with you, and from their families which have come to birth in your land; and these will
be your property. 46 And they will be your children's heritage after you, to keep as their
property; they will be your servants for ever; but you may not be hard masters to your
countrymen, the children of Israel. 47 And if one from another nation living among you
gets wealth, and your countryman, at his side, becomes poor and gives himself for money
to theman fromanother nation or to one of his family; 48After he has given himself he has
the right to bemade free, for a price, by one of his brothers, 49Orhis father's brother, or the
son of his father's brother, or any near relation; or if he gets money, he maymake himself
free. 50And let the years benumbered from the timewhenhe gavehimself to his owner till
the year of Jubilee, and the price given for him will be in relation to the number of years,
on the scale of the payment of a servant. 51 If there is still a long time, he will give back,
on account of it, a part of the price which was given for him. 52And if there is only a short
time, he will take account of it with his master, and in relation to the number of years he
will giveback theprice ofmakinghim free. 53Andhewill bewithhimas a servantworking
for payment year by year; hismaster is not to be cruel to himbefore your eyes. 54And if he
is not made free in this way, he will go out in the year of Jubilee, he and his children with
him. 55For the children of Israel are servants tome; they aremy servants whom I took out
of the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God.

26
1 Do not make images of false gods, or put up an image cut in stone or a pillar or any

pictured stone in your land, to give worship to it; for I am the Lord your God. 2Keep my
Sabbaths and give honour tomy holy place: I am the Lord. 3 If you are guided bymy rules,
and keep my laws and do them, 4 Then I will give you rain at the right time, and the land
will give her increase and the trees of the field will give their fruit; 5And the crushing of
the grainwill overtake the cutting of the grapes, and the cutting of the grapeswill overtake
the planting of the seed, and there will be bread in full measure, and you will be living in
your land safely. 6And I will give you peace in the land, and youwill take your rest and no
one will give you cause for fear; and I will put an end to all evil beasts in the land, and no
sword of war will go through your land. 7And you will put to flight those who are against
you, and they will be put to death by your swords. 8 Then five of you will put to flight a
hundred, and a hundred of youwill put to flight ten thousand, and all who are against you
will be put to death by your swords. 9And Iwill have pleasure in you andmake you fertile
and greater in number; and Iwill keepmy agreementwith you. 10And old stores long kept
will be your food, and you will take out the old because of the new; 11 And I will put my
holy House among you, and my soul will not be turned away from you in disgust. 12And
I will be present among you and will be your God and you will be my people. 13 I am the
Lord your God, who took you out of the land of Egypt so that you might not be servants to
them; by me the cords of your yoke were broken and I made you go upright. 14But if you
do not give ear to me, and do not keep all these my laws; 15And if you go against my rules
and if you have hate in your souls formy decisions and you do not do all my orders, but go
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against my agreement; 16This will I do to you: I will put fear in your hearts, even wasting
disease and burning pain, drying up the eyes andmaking the soul feeble, and you will get
no profit fromyour seed, for your haterswill take it for food. 17Andmy facewill be turned
from you, and you will be broken before those who are against you, and your haters will
become your rulers, and youwill go in flightwhen noman comes after you. 18And if, even
after these things, youwill not give ear tome, then Iwill send you punishment seven times
more for your sins. 19And the pride of your strength will be broken, and I will make your
heavenas ironandyour earth as brass; 20Andyour strengthwill beusedupwithout profit;
for your land will not give her increase and the trees of the field will not give their fruit.
21 And if you still go against me and will not give ear to me, I will put seven times more
punishments on you because of your sins. 22 I will let loose the beasts of the field among
you, and they will take away your children and send destruction on your cattle, so that
your numbers will become small and your roads become waste. 23And if by these things
you will not be turned to me, but still go against me; 24 Then I will go against you, and I
will give you punishment, Imyself, seven times for all your sins. 25And Iwill send a sword
on you to give effect to the punishment of my agreement; and when you come together
into your towns I will send disease among you and you will be given up into the hands
of your haters. 26When I take away your bread of life, ten women will be cooking bread
in one oven, and your breadwill bemeasured out byweight; youwill have food but never
enough. 27And if, after all this, you donot give ear tome, but go againstme still, 28Thenmy
wrath will be burning against you, and I will give you punishment, I myself, seven times
for your sins. 29Thenyouwill take thefleshof your sons and thefleshof yourdaughters for
food; 30And I will send destruction on your high places, overturning your perfume altars,
andwill put your deadbodies on your broken images, andmy soulwill be turned fromyou
in disgust. 31And I will make your towns waste and send destruction on your holy places;
I will take no pleasure in the smell of your sweet perfumes; 32And I will make your land a
waste, awonder to yourhaters living in it. 33And Iwill sendyouout in all directions among
the nations, and my sword will be uncovered against you, and your land will be without
any living thing, and your towns will be made waste. 34 Then will the land take pleasure
in its Sabbaths while it is waste and you are living in the land of your haters; then will the
land have rest. 35All the days while it is waste will the land have rest, such rest as it never
had in your Sabbaths, when you were living in it. 36And as for the rest of you, I will make
their hearts feeble in the land of their haters, and the sound of a leaf moved by the wind
will send them in flight, and theywill go in flight as from the sword, falling downwhen no
one comes after them; 37 Falling on one another, as before the sword, when no one comes
after them; you will give way before your haters. 38And death will overtake you among
strange nations, and the land of your haters will be your destruction. 39And those of you
who are still living will be wasting away in their sins in the land of your haters; in the sins
of their fathers they will be wasting away. 40And theywill have grief for their sins and for
the sins of their fathers, when their hearts were untrue to me, and they went against me;
41 So that I went against them and sent them away into the land of their haters: if then the
pride of their hearts is broken and they take the punishment of their sins, 42 Then I will
keep in mind the agreement which I made with Jacob and with Isaac and with Abraham,
and I will keep in mind the land. 43And the land, while she is without them, will keep her
Sabbaths; and they will undergo the punishment of their sins, because they were turned
away frommy decisions and in their souls was hate for my laws. 44But for all that, when
they are in the land of their haters I will not let them go, or be turned away from them, or
give them up completely; my agreement with them will not be broken, for I am the Lord
their God. 45And because of them I will keep in mind the agreement which I made with
their fathers, whom I took out of the land of Egypt before the eyes of the nations, to be
their God: I am the Lord. 46These are the rules, decisions, and laws, which the Lordmade
between himself and the children of Israel in Mount Sinai, by the hand of Moses.

27
1And the Lord said toMoses, 2Say to the children of Israel, If amanmakes a special oath,

you will give your decision as to the value of the persons for the Lord. 3And you will put
the value of a male from twenty years to sixty years old at fifty shekels of silver, by the
scale of the holy place. 4And if it is a female, the value will be thirty shekels. 5And if the
person is fromfive to twenty years old, the valuewill be twenty shekels for amale, and ten
for a female. 6And if the person is from one month to five years old, then the value for a
male will be five shekels of silver, and for a female three shekels. 7And for sixty years old
and over, for a male the value will be fifteen shekels, and for a female, ten. 8 But if he is
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poorer than the value which you have put on him, then let him be taken to the priest, and
the priest will put a value on him, such as it is possible for him to give. 9And if it is a beast
of whichmenmake offerings to the Lord, whatever anyman gives of such to the Lordwill
be holy. 10 It may not be changed in any way, a good given for a bad, or a bad for a good;
if one beast is changed for another, the two will be holy. 11And if it is any unclean beast,
of which offerings are not made to the Lord, then let him take the beast before the priest;
12And let thepriest put a valueon it, if it is goodorbad;whatever value thepriest puts on it,
so will it be. 13But if he has a desire to get it back for himself, let him give a fifthmore than
your value. 14And if amanhas givenhis house as holy to theLord, then thepriestwill put a
value on it, if it is goodorbad; as thepriest gives decision sowill the valuebefixed. 15And if
the owner has a desire to get back his house, let him give a fifthmore than your value, and
it will be his. 16And if a man gives to the Lord part of the field which is his property, then
let your value be in relation to the seed which is planted in it; a measure of barley grain
will be valued at fifty shekels of silver. 17 If he gives his field from the year of Jubilee, the
value will be fixed by your decision. 18But if he gives his field after the year of Jubilee, the
amount of themoneywill beworkedout by the priest in relation to thenumber of years till
the coming year of Jubilee, and thenecessary amountwill be taken offyour value. 19And if
themanwhohas given thefield has a desire to get it back, let himgive afifthmore than the
price atwhich itwas valued and itwill be his. 20But if he has nodesire to get it back, or if he
has given it for a price to another man, it may not be got back again. 21But the field, when
it becomes free at the year of Jubilee, will be holy to the Lord, as a field given under oath: it
will be the property of the priest. 22And if a man gives to the Lord a field which he has got
formoney fromanother, which is not part of his heritage; 23Then the valuefixedby youup
to the year of Jubilee will be worked out for him by the priest, and in that day he will give
the amount of your value as holy to the Lord. 24 In the year of Jubilee the field will go back
to him fromwhomhe got it, that is, to himwhose heritage it was. 25And let all your values
be based on the shekel of the holy place, that is, twenty gerahs to the shekel. 26But a man
may not give by oath to the Lord the first-fruits of cattle which are offered to the Lord: if it
is an ox or a sheep it is the Lord's. 27And if it is an unclean beast, then the owner of it may
givemoney to get it back, in agreement with the value fixed by you, by giving a fifthmore;
or if it is not taken back, let it be given for money in agreement with your valuing. 28But
nothing which a man has given completely to the Lord, out of all his property, of man or
beast, or of the land which is his heritage, may be given away or got back in exchange for
money; anything completely given is most holy to the Lord. 29Any man given completely
to the Lord may not be got back: he is certainly to be put to death. 30And every tenth part
of the land, of the seed planted, or of the fruit of trees, is holy to the Lord. 31And if a man
has a desire to get back any of the tenth part which he has given, let him give a fifth more.
32And a tenth part of the herd and of the flock, whatever goes under the rod of the valuer,
will be holy to the Lord. 33Hemay not make search to see if it is good or bad, or make any
changes in it; and if he makes exchange of it for another, the two will be holy; he will not
get themback again. 34These are the orderswhich the Lord gave toMoses for the children
of Israel in Mount Sinai.
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The Fourth Book of Moses,
Commonly Called
Numbers

1And the Lord said toMoses in thewaste land of Sinai, in the Tent ofmeeting, on the first
day of the secondmonth, in the second year after they came out of the land of Egypt, 2Take
the full number of the children of Israel, by their families, and by their fathers' houses,
every male by name; 3All those of twenty years old and over, who are able to go to war in
Israel, are to be numbered by you and Aaron. 4And to give you help, take one man from
every tribe, the head of his father's house. 5 These are the names of those who are to be
your helpers: from Reuben, Elizur, the son of Shedeur; 6From Simeon, Shelumiel, the son
of Zurishaddai; 7From Judah, Nahshon, the son of Amminadab; 8From Issachar, Nethanel,
the son of Zuar; 9From Zebulun, Eliab, the son of Helon; 10Of the children of Joseph: from
Ephraim, Elishama, the son of Ammihud; fromManasseh, Gamaliel, the son of Pedahzur,
11 From Benjamin, Abidan, the son of Gideoni; 12 From Dan, Ahiezer, the son of Ammi-
shaddai; 13From Asher, Pagiel, the son of Ochran; 14From Gad, Eliasaph, the son of Reuel;
15FromNaphtali, Ahira, the son of Enan. 16These are themen named out of all the people,
chiefs of their fathers' houses, heads of the tribes of Israel. 17And Moses and Aaron took
these men, marked out by name; 18 And they got together all the people on the first day
of the second month; and everyone made clear his family and his father's house, by the
number of the names, from twenty years old and over. 19As the Lord had given orders to
Moses, so theywere numbered by him in thewaste place of Sinai. 20The generations of the
sons of Reuben, the oldest son of Israel, were numbered by their families and their fathers'
houses, every male of twenty years old and over, who was able to go to war; 21 Forty-six
thousand, five hundred of the tribe of Reuben were numbered. 22 The generations of the
sons of Simeon were numbered by their families and their fathers' houses, every male
of twenty years old and over, who was able to go to war; 23 Fifty-nine thousand, three
hundred of the tribe of Simeonwerenumbered. 24The generations of the sons of Gadwere
numbered by their families and their fathers' houses, every male of twenty years old and
over who was able to go to war; 25 Forty-five thousand, six hundred and fifty of the tribe
of Gad were numbered. 26 The generations of the sons of Judah were numbered by their
families and their fathers' houses, every male of twenty years old and over who was able
to go to war; 27 Seventy-four thousand, six hundred of the tribe of Judah were numbered.
28 The generations of the sons of Issachar were numbered by their families and their
fathers' houses, everymale of twenty years old andoverwhowas able to go towar; 29Fifty-
four thousand, four hundred of the tribe of Issachar were numbered. 30 The generations
of the sons of Zebulun were numbered by their families and their fathers' houses, every
male of twenty years old and over who was able to go to war; 31 Fifty-seven thousand,
four hundred of the tribe of Zebulun were numbered. 32 The generations of the sons of
Joseph were numbered by their families and their fathers' houses, every male of twenty
years old and over who was able to go to war; 33Forty thousand, five hundred of the tribe
of Ephraim were numbered. 34 The generations of the sons of Manasseh were numbered
by their families and their fathers' houses, every male of twenty years old and over who
was able to go to war; 35Thirty-two thousand, two hundred of the tribe of Manasseh were
numbered. 36 The generations of the sons of Benjamin were numbered by their families
and their fathers' houses, every male of twenty years old and over who was able to go to
war; 37Thirty-five thousand, fourhundredof the tribe of Benjaminwerenumbered. 38The
generations of the sons of Danwere numbered by their families and their fathers' houses,
every male of twenty years and over who was able to go to war; 39 Sixty-two thousand,
seven hundred of the tribe of Danwere numbered. 40The generations of the sons of Asher
were numbered by their families and their fathers' houses, everymale of twenty years old
and over who was able to go to war; 41 Forty-one thousand, five hundred of the tribe of
Asherwere numbered. 42The generations of the sons of Naphtali were numbered by their
families and their fathers' houses, everymale of twenty years old andoverwhowasable to
go to war; 43 Fifty-three thousand, four hundred of the tribe of Naphtali were numbered.
44 These are they who were numbered by Moses and Aaron and by the twelve chiefs of
Israel, one from every tribe. 45 So all those who were numbered of the children of Israel,
by their families, all those of twenty years old and overwhowere able to go towar, 46Were
six hundred and three thousand, five hundred and fifty. 47But the Levites, of the tribe of
their fathers, were not numbered among them. 48 For the Lord said to Moses, 49Only the
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tribe of Levi is not to be numbered among the children of Israel, 50But to them you are to
give the care of the Tent of meeting with its vessels and everything in it: they are to take
up the Tent, and be responsible for everything to dowith it, and put up their tents round it.
51Andwhen the Tent ofmeeting goes forward, the Levites are to take it down; andwhen it
is to be put up, they are to do it: any strange personwho comes near it is to be put to death.
52The children of Israel are to put up their tents, everyman inhis tent-circle roundhis flag.
53 But the tents of the Levites are to be round the Tent of meeting, so that wrath may not
come on the children of Israel: the Tent of meeting is to be in the care of the Levites. 54 So
the children of Israel did as the Lord had given orders to Moses.

2
1And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 2The children of Israel are to put up their tents

in the order of their families, by theflags of their fathers' houses, facing theTent ofmeeting
on every side. 3Those whose tents are on the east side, looking to the dawn, will be round
theflag of the children of Judah,withNahshon, the son of Amminadab, as their chief. 4The
number of his armywas seventy-four thousand, six hundred. 5And nearest to himwill be
the tribe of Issachar, with Nethanel, the son of Zuar, as their chief. 6 The number of his
army was fifty-four thousand, four hundred. 7After him, the tribe of Zebulun, with Eliab,
the son of Helon, as their chief. 8 The number of his army was fifty-seven thousand, four
hundred. 9The number of all the armies of Judahwas a hundred and eighty-six thousand,
four hundred. They go forward first. 10 On the south side is the flag of the children of
Reuben, in the order of their armies, with Elizur, the son of Shedeur, as their chief. 11The
number of his armywas forty-six thousand, five hundred. 12And nearest to him, the tribe
of Simeon, with Shelumiel, the son of Zurishaddai, as their chief. 13 The number of his
army was fifty-nine thousand, three hundred. 14Then the tribe of Gad, with Eliasaph, son
of Reuel, as their chief. 15 The number of his army was forty-five thousand, six hundred
and fifty. 16The number of all the armies of Reuben together came to a hundred and fifty-
one thousand, fourhundredandfifty. They go forward second. 17Then theTent ofmeeting
is to go forward,with the tents of the Levites, in themiddle of the armies; in the sameorder
as their tents are placed, they are to go forward, every man under his flag. 18On the west
side will be the flag of the children of Ephraim, with Elishama, the son of Ammihud, as
their chief. 19The number of his armywas forty thousand, five hundred. 20Andbyhim the
tribe of Manasseh with Gamaliel, the son of Pedahzur, as their chief. 21The number of his
army was thirty-two thousand, two hundred. 22Then the tribe of Benjamin, with Abidan,
the son of Gideoni, as their chief. 23The number of his armywas thirty-five thousand, four
hundred. 24The number of all the armies of Ephraim was a hundred and eight thousand,
one hundred. They go forward third. 25On the north side will be the flag of the children
of Dan, with Ahiezer, the son of Ammishaddai, as their chief. 26 The number of his army
was sixty-two thousand, seven hundred. 27Nearest to him will be the tribe of Asher, with
Pagiel, the sonofOchran, as their chief. 28Thenumberofhis armywas forty-one thousand,
five hundred; 29 Then the tribe of Naphtali, with Ahira, the son of Enan, as their chief.
30 The number of his army was fifty-three thousand, four hundred. 31 The number of all
the armies in the tents of Danwas a hundred and fifty-seven thousand, six hundred. They
will go forward last, by their flags. 32 These are all who were numbered of the children
of Israel, in the order of their fathers' families: all the armies in their tents together came
to six hundred and three thousand, five hundred and fifty. 33 But the Levites were not
numbered among the children of Israel, as the Lord said to Moses. 34 So the children of
Israel did as the Lord said toMoses, so they put up their tents by their flags, and theywent
forward in the same order, by their families, and by their fathers' houses.

3
1Now these are the generations of Aaron and Moses, in the day when the word of the

Lord came toMoses onMount Sinai. 2These are the names of the sons of Aaron: Nadab the
oldest, and Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 3 These are the names of the sons of Aaron, the
priests, on whom the holy oil was put, who were marked out as priests. 4And Nadab and
Abihuwere put to death before the Lordwhen theymade an offering of strangefire before
theLord, in thewaste landof Sinai, and theyhadno children: andEleazar and Ithamardid
thework of priests before Aaron their father. 5And the Lord said toMoses, 6Make the tribe
of Levi come near, and put them before Aaron the priest, to be his helpers, 7 In order that
theymaybe responsible tohimand toall Israel for the careof theTentofmeeting, and todo
thework of theHouse; 8And theywill have the care of all the vessels of the Tent ofmeeting,
andwill do for the children of Israel all the necessarywork of theHouse. 9Give the Levites
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to Aaron and his sons; so that they may be his without question from among the children
of Israel. 10And give orders that Aaron and his sons are to keep their place as priests; any
strange person who comes near is to be put to death. 11And the Lord said to Moses, 12 See,
I have taken the Levites out of the children of Israel to be mine in place of the first sons of
the children of Israel; 13 For all the first sons are mine; on the day when I put to death all
the first sons in the land of Egypt, I took formyself every firstmale birth ofman and beast.
They aremine; I am theLord. 14And theLord said toMoses in thewaste landof Sinai, 15Let
all the children of Levi be numbered by their families and their fathers' houses; let every
male of a month old and over be numbered. 16 So Moses did as the Lord said, numbering
themashehadbeenordered. 17Thesewere the sons of Levi byname: GershonandKohath
andMerari. 18And these are the names of the sons of Gershon, by their families: Libni and
Shimei. 19 And the sons of Kohath, by their families: Amram and Izhar and Hebron and
Uzziel. 20And the sons ofMerari by their families: Mahli andMushi. These are the families
of the Levites in the order of their fathers' houses. 21FromGershon come the Libnites and
the Shimeites; these are the families of the Gershonites. 22 Those who were numbered of
them, the males from onemonth old and over, were seven thousand, five hundred. 23The
tents of the Gershonites are to be placed at the back of the House, to the west. 24The chief
of theGershonites is Eliasaph, the sonof Lael. 25 In the Tent ofmeeting, theGershonites are
to have the care of the House, and the Tent with its cover, and the veil for the door of the
Tent ofmeeting, 26And the hangings for the open space round theHouse and the altar, and
the curtain for its doorway, and all the cords needed for its use. 27 From Kohath come the
Amramites and the Izharites and the Hebronites and the Uzzielites; these are the families
of the Kohathites. 28 Those who were numbered of them, the males from one month old
and over, were eight thousand, six hundred, whowere responsible for the care of the holy
place. 29The tents of theKohathites are to be placed on the south side of theHouse. 30Their
chief is Elizaphan, the sonofUzziel. 31 In their care are theark, and the table, and the lights,
and the altars, and all the vessels used in the holy place, and the veil, and all they are used
for. 32 Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, will be head over all the Levites and overseer
of those responsible for the care of the holy place. 33 FromMerari come the Mahlites and
the Mushites; these are the families of Merari. 34Those who were numbered of them, the
males of amonth old andover,were six thousand, twohundred. 35The chief of the families
of Merari was Zuriel, the son of Abihail: their tents are to be placed on the north side of
the House. 36 And in their care are to be all the boards of the Tent, with their rods and
pillars and bases, and all the instruments, and all they are used for, 37 And the pillars of
the open space round it, with their bases and nails and cords. 38 And those whose tents
are to be placed on the east side of the House in front of the Tent of meeting, looking to
the dawn, are Moses and Aaron and his sons, who will do the work of the holy place for
the children of Israel; and any strange person who comes near will be put to death. 39All
the Levites numbered by Moses and Aaron at the order of the Lord, all the males of one
month old and over numbered in the order of their families, were twenty-two thousand.
40 And the Lord said to Moses, Let all the first male children be numbered, and take the
number of their names. 41And give to me the Levites (I am the Lord) in place of the first
sons of the children of Israel; and the cattle of the Levites in place of the first births among
the cattle of the children of Israel. 42 So Moses had all the first sons among the children
of Israel numbered, as the Lord said to him. 43Every first son from a month old and over
was numbered by name, and the number came to twenty-two thousand, two hundred and
seventy-three. 44And the Lord said toMoses, 45Take the Levites in place of all the first sons
of the children of Israel, and the cattle of the Levites in place of their cattle; the Levites
are to be mine; I am the Lord. 46And the price you have to give for the two hundred and
seventy-three first sons of the children of Israel which are in addition to the number of
the Levites, 47Will be five shekels for every one, by the scale of the holy place (the shekel is
twenty gerahs); 48And thismoney, theprice of those over thenumberof theLevites, is to be
given toAaronandhis sons. 49SoMoses took themoney, theprice of thosewhoseplacehad
not been taken by the Levites; 50 From the first sons of Israel he took it, a thousand, three
hundred and sixty-five shekels, by the scale of the holy place; 51And he gave themoney to
Aaron and his sons, as the Lord had said.

4
1And the Lord said toMoses andAaron, 2Let the sons of Kohath, fromamong the sons of

Levi, be numbered by their families, in the order of their fathers' houses; 3All those from
thirty to fifty years old who are able to do the work of the Tent of meeting. 4And this is to
be the work of the sons of Kohath in connection with the most holy things. 5When all the
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people go forward, Aaron is to go in with his sons, and take down the veil of the curtain,
covering the ark of witness with it; 6And putting over it the leather cover and over that a
blue cloth; and putting its rods in place. 7And on the table of the holy bread they are to put
a blue cloth, and on it all the vessels, the spoons and the basins and the cups; and the holy
bread with them; 8 And over them they are to put a red cloth, covering it with a leather
cover, and putting its rods in their places. 9And they are to take a blue cloth, coveringwith
it the light-support with its lights and its instruments and its trays and all the oil vessels
which are used for it: 10All these they are to put in a leather cover, and put it on the frame.
11On the gold altar they are to put a blue cloth, covering it with a leather cover; and they
are to put its rods in their places. 12All the vessels which are used in the holy place they
are to put in a blue cloth, covering them with a leather cover, and put them on the frame.
13And they are to take away the burned waste from the altar, and put a purple cloth on it;
14 Placing on the cloth all its vessels, the fire-baskets, the meat-hooks, the spades, and the
basins; all the vessels of the altar; they are to put a leather cover over all these, and put
its rods in their places. 15 And after the holy place and all its vessels have been covered
up by Aaron and his sons, when the tents of the people go forward, the sons of Kohath are
to come and take it up; but the holy things may not be touched by them for fear of death.
16And Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, is to be responsible for the oil for the light, and
the sweet perfumes for burning, and the regularmeal offering, and the holy oil; the House
and the holy place and everything in it will be in his care. 17And the Lord said to Moses
and Aaron, 18 Do not let the family of the Kohathites be cut off from among the Levites;
19 But do this to them, so that life and not death may be theirs when they come near the
most holy things; let Aaron and his sons go in and give to every one his work and that
which he is to take up; 20 But they themselves are not to go in to see the holy place, even
for aminute, for fear of death. 21And the Lord said toMoses, 22Let the sons of Gershon be
numbered by families, in the order of their fathers' houses; 23All those from thirty to fifty
years old who are able to do the work of the Tent of meeting. 24 This is to be the work of
the Gershonites, the things they are to do and take up. 25 They are to take up the curtains
of the House, and the Tent of meeting with its cover and the leather cover over it, and the
hangings for the door of the Tent ofmeeting; 26And the hangings for the open space round
the House and the altar, and the curtain for its doorway, with the cords and all the things
used for them;whatever is necessary for these, they are to do. 27From themouth of Aaron
and his sons the Gershonites will have word about all the things they are to do and take
up; you are to give them their orders. 28This is thework of the family of the Gershonites in
the Tent of meeting, and they will be under the direction of Ithamar, the son of Aaron the
priest. 29The sons of Merari are to be numbered by families, in the order of their fathers'
houses; 30Every one from thirty to fifty years old who is able to do the work of the Tent of
meeting. 31And this is their part in the work of the Tent of meeting: the transport of the
boards and the rods of the Tent, with the pillars and their bases; 32And the pillars of the
open space outside it, with their bases and their nails and cords and all the instruments
used, and everything which has to be done there; all the instruments for which they are
responsible are to be numbered by name. 33 This is the work which the sons of Merari
are to do in connection with the Tent of meeting, under the direction of Ithamar, the son
of Aaron the priest. 34 So Moses and Aaron and the chiefs of the people took in hand the
numbering of the sons of the Kohathites, by families, in the order of their fathers' houses;
35Numbering all those from thirty to fifty years old who were able to do the work in the
Tent ofmeeting; 36And thenumber of all thesewas two thousand, sevenhundred andfifty.
37 This is the number of those of the Kohathites who did the work in the Tent of meeting,
as they were numbered by Moses and Aaron at the order of the Lord. 38And those of the
sons of Gershon whowere numbered by families, 39All those from thirty to fifty years old
who were able to do the work in the Tent of meeting, 40Who were numbered by families
in the order of their fathers' houses, were two thousand, six hundred and thirty. 41This is
the number of the sons of Gershon who did the work in the Tent of meeting, as they were
numbered byMoses and Aaron at the order of the Lord. 42And those of the sons of Merari
who were numbered by families, in the order of their fathers' houses, 43 All those from
thirty to fifty years oldwho did thework in the Tent ofmeeting, 44Whowere numbered by
families, were three thousand, two hundred. 45 This is the number of the sons of Merari,
numbered by Moses and Aaron at the order of the Lord. 46And all the Levites who were
numbered by Moses and Aaron and the chiefs of the people, by families, in the order of
their fathers' houses, 47 Those from thirty to fifty years old who were able to do the work
of the Tent of meeting and of its transport, 48 Came to eight thousand, five hundred and
eighty. 49At the order of the Lord they were numbered by Moses, every one in relation to
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his work and to his part in the transport; so they were numbered byMoses at the order of
the Lord.

5
1And theLord said toMoses, 2Give orders to the children of Israel to put outside the tent-

circle every leper, and anyone who has any sort of flow from his body, and anyone who is
unclean from the touch of the dead; 3Male or female they are to be put outside the tent-
circle, so that theymay not make uncleanmy resting-place among them. 4 So the children
of Israel did as the Lord had said to Moses, and put them outside the tent-circle. 5And the
Lord said to Moses, 6 Say to the children of Israel, If a man or a woman does any of the
sins of men, going against the word of the Lord, and is in the wrong; 7Let them say openly
what they have done; and make payment for the wrong done, with the addition of a fifth
part, and give it to him to whom the wrong was done. 8 But if the man has no relation to
whom the payment may be made, then the payment for sin made to the Lord will be the
priest's, in addition to the sheep offered to take away his sin. 9And every offering lifted up
of all the holy thingswhich the children of Israel give to the priest, will be his. 10And every
man's holy things will be his: whatever a man gives to the priest will be his. 11 And the
Lord said to Moses, 12 Say to the children of Israel, If any man's wife does wrong, sinning
against him 13By taking as her lover anotherman, and keeps it secret so that her husband
has no knowledge of it, and there is no witness against her, and she is not taken in the act;
14 If the spirit of doubt comes into her husband's heart, and he has doubts of his wife, with
good cause; or if he has doubts of her without cause: 15Then let him take her to the priest,
offering for her the tenth part of an ephah of barley meal, without oil or perfume; for it is
a meal offering of a bitter spirit, a meal offering keeping wrongdoing in mind. 16And the
priestwillmakeher comenear andput her before the Lord; 17And the priestwill take holy
water in a pot andput in it dust from thefloor of theHouse; 18Andhewillmake thewoman
come before the Lord with her hair loose, and will put the meal offering, the offering of a
bitter spirit, in her hands; and the priest will take in his hand the bitter water causing the
curse; 19And he will make her take an oath, and say to her, If no man has been your lover
and youhave not beenwith another in place of your husband, you are free from this bitter
water causing the curse; 20But if youhave beenwith another in place of your husband and
have made yourself unclean with a lover: 21Then the priest will put the oath of the curse
on the woman, and say to her, May the Lord make you a curse and an oath among your
people, sending on youwasting of the legs and disease of the stomach; 22And this water of
the cursewill go into your body, causing disease of your stomach andwasting of your legs:
and the womanwill say, So be it. 23And the priest will put these curses in a book, washing
out the writing with the bitter water; 24And hewill give to the woman the bitter water for
drink; and the bitter water causing the curse will go into her. 25 And the priest will take
from her hand themeal offering of doubt, waving it before the Lord, andwill take it to the
altar; 26And he will take some of it in his hand, burning it on the altar as a sign, and then
he will give the woman the bitter water. 27 And it will be that if the woman has become
unclean, sinning against her husband, when she has taken the bitter water it will go into
her body, causing disease of the stomach and wasting of the legs, and she will be a curse
among her people. 28 But if she is clean she will be free and will have offspring. 29 This
is the law for testing a wife who goes with another in place of her husband and becomes
unclean; 30Or for a husband who, in a bitter spirit, has doubts in his heart about his wife;
let him take her to the priest, who will put in force this law. 31 Then the man will be free
from all wrong, and the woman's sin will be on her.

6
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Say to the children of Israel, If a man or a woman takes

an oath to keep himself separate and give himself to the Lord; 3He is to keep himself from
wine and strong drink, and take no mixed wine or strong drink or any drink made from
grapes, or any grapes, green or dry. 4All the time he is separate hemay take nothingmade
from the grape-vine, from its seeds to its skin. 5 All the time he is under his oath let no
blade come near his head; till the days while he is separate are ended he is holy and his
hair may not be cut. 6 All the time he is separate he may not come near any dead body.
7Hemay not make himself unclean for his father or his mother, his sister or his brother, if
death comes to them; because he is under an oath to keep himself separate for God. 8All
the time he is separate he is holy to the Lord. 9 If death comes suddenly to a man at his
side, so that he becomes unclean, let his hair be cut off on the day when he is made clean,
on the seventh day. 10And on the eighth day let him take to the priest, at the door of the
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Tent of meeting, two doves or two young pigeons; 11And the priest will give one for a sin-
offering and the other for a burned offering to take away the sin which came on him on
account of the dead, and he will make his head holy that same day. 12And he will give to
the Lord his days of being separate, offering a he-lamb of the first year as an offering for
error: but the earlier days will be a loss, because he became unclean. 13 And this is the
law for himwho is separate, when the necessary days are ended: he is to come to the door
of the Tent of meeting, 14And make his offering to the Lord; one he-lamb of the first year,
without a mark, for a burned offering, and one female lamb of the first year, without a
mark, for a sin-offering, and one male sheep, without a mark, for peace-offerings, 15And
a basket of unleavened bread, cakes of the best meal mixed with oil, and thin unleavened
cakes covered with oil, with their meal offering and drink offerings. 16And the priest will
take thembefore the Lord, andmake his sin-offering andhis burned offering; 17Giving the
sheep of the peace-offerings, with the basket of unleavened bread; and at the same time,
the priest will make his meal offering and his drink offering. 18 Then let his long hair, the
sign of his oath, be cut off at the door of the Tent of meeting, and let him put it on the fire
on which the peace-offerings are burning. 19And the priest will take the cooked leg of the
sheep and one unleavened cake and one thin cake out of the basket, and put them on the
hands of the separate one after his hair has been cut, 20Waving them for a wave offering
before theLord; this is holy for thepriest, togetherwith thewavedbreast and the legwhich
is lifted up; after that, themanmay take wine. 21This is the law for himwho takes an oath
to keep himself separate, and for his offering to the Lord on that account, in addition to
what he may be able to get; this is the law of his oath, which he will have to keep. 22And
the Lord said toMoses, 23Say to Aaron and his sons, These are thewords of blessingwhich
are to be used by you in blessing the children of Israel; say to them, 24May the Lord send
his blessing on you and keep you: 25May the light of the Lord's face be shining on you in
grace: 26May the Lord's approval be resting on you andmay he give you peace. 27 So they
will put my name on the children of Israel, and I will give themmy blessing.

7
1 And when Moses had put up the House completely, and had put oil on it and made

it holy, with all the things in it, and had made the altar and all its vessels holy with oil;
2 Then the chiefs of Israel, the heads of their fathers' houses, made offerings; these were
the chiefs of the tribes, who were over those who were numbered. 3And they came with
their offerings before the Lord, six covered carts and twelve oxen; a cart for every two of
the chiefs, and for every one an ox. 4And the Lord said to Moses, 5 Take the things from
them, to be used for thework of the Tent ofmeeting; and give them to the Levites, to every
manwhat is needed for his work. 6SoMoses took the carts and the oxen and gave them to
the Levites. 7Two carts and four oxen he gave to the sons of Gershon for their work; 8And
four carts and eight oxen he gave to the sons of Merari for their work, under the direction
of Ithamar, the sonofAaron thepriest. 9But to the sons ofKohathhe gavenothing; because
they had the care of the holy place, taking it about on their backs. 10And the chiefs gave an
offering for the altar on the day when the holy oil was put on it; they made their offering
before the altar. 11And theLord said toMoses, Let every chief onhis day givehis offering to
make the altar holy. 12Andhewhomade his offering on the first daywasNahshon, the son
ofAmminadab, of the tribeof Judah: 13Andhisofferingwasonesilverplate, ahundredand
thirty shekels in weight, one silver basin of seventy shekels, by the scale of the holy place;
the two of them full of the best meal mixed with oil for a meal offering; 14One gold spoon
of ten shekels, full of spice for burning; 15One young ox, one male sheep, one he-lamb of
the first year, for a burned offering; 16One male of the goats for a sin-offering; 17And for
the peace-offerings, twooxen, fivemale sheep, fivehe-goats, fivehe-lambs of thefirst year:
this was the offering of Nahshon, the son of Amminadab. 18On the second day Nethanel,
the son of Zuar, chief of Issachar, made his offering: 19He gave one silver plate, a hundred
and thirty shekels in weight, one silver basin of seventy shekels, by the scale of the holy
place; the two of them full of the best meal mixed with oil for a meal offering; 20One gold
spoon of ten shekels, full of spice; 21One young ox, onemale sheep, one he-lamb of the first
year, for a burned offering; 22Onemale of the goats for a sin-offering; 23And for the peace-
offerings, two oxen, fivemale sheep, five he-goats, five he-lambs of the first year: this was
the offering ofNethanel, the son of Zuar. 24On the third day Eliab, the son ofHelon, chief of
the children of Zebulun: 25His offering was one silver plate, a hundred and thirty shekels
inweight, one silver basin of seventy shekels, by the scale of theholy place; the twoof them
full of the best meal mixed with oil for a meal offering; 26One gold spoon of ten shekels,
full of spice; 27One young ox, one male sheep, one he-lamb of the first year, for a burned
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offering; 28Onemaleof thegoats fora sin-offering; 29And for thepeace-offerings, twooxen,
fivemale sheep, five he-goats, five he-lambs of the first year: this was the offering of Eliab,
the son of Helon. 30On the fourth day Elizur, the son of Shedeur, chief of the children of
Reuben: 31His offering was one silver plate, a hundred and thirty shekels in weight, one
silver basin of seventy shekels, by the scale of theholy place; the twoof them full of thebest
mealmixedwithoil for ameal offering; 32Onegold spoonof ten shekels, full of spice; 33One
young ox, onemale sheep, one he-lamb of the first year, for a burned offering; 34Onemale
of the goats for a sin-offering; 35And for thepeace-offerings, twooxen, fivemale sheep, five
he-goats, five he-lambs of the first year: this was the offering of Elizur, the son of Shedeur.
36On the fifth day Shelumiel, the son of Zurishaddai, chief of the children of Simeon: 37His
offering was one silver plate, a hundred and thirty shekels in weight, one silver basin of
seventy shekels, by the scale of the holy place; the two of them full of the best meal mixed
with oil for ameal offering; 38One gold spoon of ten shekels, full of spice; 39One young ox,
onemale sheep, onehe-lambof thefirst year, for aburnedoffering; 40Onemaleof the goats
for a sin-offering; 41And for the peace-offerings, two oxen, five male sheep, five he-goats,
five he-lambs of the first year: this was the offering of Shelumiel, the son of Zurishaddai.
42On the sixth day Eliasaph, the son of Reuel, chief of the children of Gad: 43His offering
was one silver plate, a hundred and thirty shekels in weight, one silver basin of seventy
shekels, by the scale of the holy place; the two of them full of the best meal mixed with oil
for ameal offering; 44Onegold spoonof ten shekels, full of spice; 45Oneyoungox, onemale
sheep, one he-lamb of the first year, for a burned offering; 46One male of the goats for a
sin-offering; 47Andfor thepeace-offerings, twooxen, fivemale sheep, fivehe-goats, fivehe-
lambs of the first year: this was the offering of Eliasaph, the son of Reuel 48On the seventh
day Elishama, the son of Ammihud, chief of the children of Ephraim: 49His offering was
one silverplate, ahundredand thirty shekels inweight, one silverbasinof seventy shekels,
by the scale of the holy place; the two of them full of the bestmealmixedwith oil for ameal
offering; 50Onegold spoonof ten shekels, full of spice; 51Oneyoungox, onemale sheep, one
he-lamb of the first year, for a burned offering; 52One male of the goats for a sin-offering;
53 And for the peace-offerings, two oxen, five male sheep, five he-goats, five he-lambs of
the first year: this was the offering of Elishama, the son of Ammihud. 54On the eighth day
Gamaliel, the son of Pedahzur, chief of the children of Manasseh: 55His offering was one
silver plate, a hundred and thirty shekels in weight, one silver basin of seventy shekels,
by the scale of the holy place; the two of them full of the best meal mixed with oil for a
meal offering; 56 One gold spoon of ten shekels, full of spice; 57 One young ox, one male
sheep, one he-lamb of the first year, for a burned offering; 58One male of the goats for a
sin-offering; 59And for the peace-offerings, two oxen, five male sheep, five he-goats, five
he-lambs of the first year: this was the offering of Gamaliel, the son of Pedahzur. 60 On
the ninth day Abidan, the son of Gideoni, chief of the children of Benjamin: 61His offering
was one silver plate, a hundred and thirty shekels in weight, one silver basin of seventy
shekels, by the scale of the holy place; the two of them full of the best meal mixed with
oil for a meal offering; 62One gold spoon of ten shekels, full of spice; 63One young ox, one
male sheep, one he-lamb of the first year for a burned offering; 64One male of the goats
for a sin-offering; 65And for the peace-offerings, two oxen, five male sheep, five he-goats,
five he-lambs of the first year: thiswas the offering of Abidan, the son of Gideoni. 66On the
tenth day Ahiezer; the son of Ammishaddai, chief of the children of Dan: 67His offering
was one silver plate, a hundred and thirty shekels in weight, one silver basin of seventy
shekels, by the scale of the holy place; the two of them full of the best meal mixed with oil
for ameal offering; 68Onegold spoonof ten shekels, full of spice; 69Oneyoungox, onemale
sheep, one he-lamb of the first year, for a burned offering; 70One male of the goats for a
sin-offering; 71And for the peace-offerings, two oxen, five male sheep, five he-goats, five
he-lambs of the first year: this was the offering of Ahiezer, the son of Ammishaddai. 72On
the eleventh day Pagiel, the son of Ochran, chief of the children of Asher: 73His offering
was one silver plate; a hundred and thirty shekels in weight, one silver basin of seventy
shekels, by the scale of the holy place; the two of them full of the best meal mixed with
oil for a meal offering; 74One gold spoon of ten shekels, full of spice; 75One young ox, one
male sheep, one he-lamb of the first year, for a burned offering; 76One male of the goats
for a sin-offering; 77And for the peace-offerings, two oxen, five male sheep, five he-goats,
five he-lambs of the first year: this was the offering of Pagiel, the son of Ochran. 78On the
twelfth dayAhira, the son of Enan, chief of the children ofNaphtali: 79His offeringwas one
silver plate, a hundred and thirty shekels inweight, one silver basin of seventy shekels, by
the scale of the holy place; the two of them full of the best meal mixed with oil for a meal
offering; 80Onegold spoonof ten shekels, full of spice; 81Oneyoungox, onemale sheep, one
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he-lamb of the first year, for a burned offering; 82One male of the goats for a sin-offering;
83And for the peace-offerings, twooxen, fivemale sheep, fivehe-goats, fivehe-lambs of the
first year: this was the offering of Ahira, the son of Enan. 84Thesewere the offerings given
for the altar by the chiefs of Israel, when the holy oil was put on it: twelve silver plates,
twelve silver basins, twelve gold spoons; 85Theweight of every silver platewas a hundred
and thirty shekels, and of every basin seventy; the weight of all the silver of the vessels
was two thousand and four hundred shekels, by the scale of the holy place; 86The weight
of the twelve gold spoons of spice for burning was ten shekels for every one, by the scale
of the holy place; all the gold of the spoons was a hundred and twenty shekels; 87All the
oxen, for the burned offeringwere twelve, themale sheep twelve, the he-lambs of the first
year twelve, with their meal offering; and the males of the goats for sin-offering twelve;
88And all the oxen for the peace-offerings, twenty-four oxen, themale sheep sixty, and the
he-goats sixty, the he-lambs of the first year sixty. Thiswas given for the altar after the holy
oil was put on it. 89And when Moses went into the Tent of meeting to have talk with him,
then the Voice came to his ears from over the cover whichwas on the ark of witness, from
between the twowinged ones. And he had talk with him.

8
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Say to Aaron, When you put the lights in their places, the

seven lights will give light in front of the support. 3And Aaron did so; he put the lights in
their places so that they gave light in front of the support, as the Lord gave orders toMoses.
4The support for the lightswasofhammeredgoldwork, fromitsbase to itsflowers itwasof
hammeredwork; from thedesignwhich theLordhad given toMoses, hemade the support
for the lights. 5And the Lord said toMoses, 6Take the Levites out from among the children
of Israel and make them clean. 7And this is how you are to make them clean: let the holy
water which takes away sin be put on them, and let the hair all over their bodies be cut off
with a sharpblade, and let their clothingbewashedand their bodiesmade clean. 8Then let
them take a young ox and itsmeal offering, crushed grainmixedwith oil, and take another
ox for a sin-offering. 9Andmake the Levites come forward in front of the Tent of meeting,
and let all the children of Israel come together: 10And you are to take the Levites before
the Lord: and the children of Israel are to put their hands on them: 11And Aaron is to give
the Levites to the Lord as a wave offering from the children of Israel, so that they may do
the Lord'swork. 12And the Levites are to put their hands on the heads of the oxen, and one
of the oxen is to be offered for a sin-offering and the other for a burned offering to the Lord
to take away the sin of the Levites. 13 Then the Levites are to be put before Aaron and his
sons, to be offered as awave offering to the Lord. 14So you are tomake the Levites separate
from the children of Israel, and the Levites will be mine. 15After that, the Levites will go
in to do whatever has to be done in the Tent of meeting; you are to make them clean and
give them as a wave offering. 16For they have been given to me from among the children
of Israel; in place of everymother's first son, the first to come to birth in Israel, I have taken
them for myself. 17 For every mother's first son among the children of Israel is mine, the
firstmalebirth ofmanorbeast: on thedaywhen I sent deathonall thefirst sons in the land
of Egypt, I made themmine. 18And in place of the first sons among the children of Israel, I
have taken the Levites. 19And I have given them to Aaron and to his sons, from among the
children of Israel, to undertake for them all the work of the Tent of meeting, and to take
away sin from the children of Israel so that no evil may come on them when they come
near the holy place. 20All these things Moses and Aaron and the children of Israel did to
theLevites; as theLord gaveorders toMoses about theLevites, so the childrenof Israel did.
21And the Levites were made clean from sin, and their clothing was washed, and Aaron
gave them for a wave offering before the Lord; and Aaron took away their sin and made
them clean. 22And then the Levites went in to do their work in the Tent of meeting before
Aaron and his sons: all the orders which the Lord had givenMoses about the Levites were
put into effect. 23 And the Lord said to Moses, 24 This is the rule for the Levites: those of
twenty-five years old and over are to go in and do the work of the Tent of meeting; 25But
after they are fifty years old, they are to give up their work and do nomore; 26But be with
their brothers in the Tent of meeting, taking care of it but doing no work. This is what you
are to do in connection with the Levites and their work.

9
1And the Lord said to Moses, in the waste land of Sinai, in the first month of the second

year after they had come out of the land of Egypt, 2 Let the children of Israel keep the
Passover at its regular time. 3 In the fourteenth day of this month, at evening, you are to
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keep it at the regular time, and in the way ordered in the law. 4And Moses gave orders to
the children of Israel to keep the Passover. 5 So they kept the Passover in the first month,
on the fourteenth day of the month, at evening, in the waste land of Sinai: as the Lord
gave orders toMoses, so the children of Israel did. 6And therewere certainmenwhowere
uncleanbecauseof adeadbody, so that theywerenot able tokeep thePassoveron that day;
and they came before Moses and before Aaron on that day: 7And these men said to him,
Wehavebeenmadeuncleanby thedeadbodyof aman;whymaywenotmake the offering
of the Lord at the regular time among the children of Israel? 8AndMoses said to them, Do
nothing till the Lord gives me directions about you. 9 And the Lord said to Moses, 10 Say
to the children of Israel, If any one of you or of your families is unclean because of a dead
body, or is on a journey far away, still he is to keep the Passover to the Lord: 11 In the second
month, on the fourteenth day, in the evening, they are to keep it, taking it with unleavened
bread and bitter-tasting plants; 12Nothing of it is to be kept till the morning, and no bone
of it is to be broken: they are to keep it by the rules of the Passover. 13But themanwho, not
being unclean or on a journey, does not keep the Passover, will be cut off from his people:
because he did notmake the offering of the Lord at the regular time, his sinwill be on him.
14And if a man from another country is among you and has a desire to keep the Passover
to the Lord, let him do as is ordered in the law of the Passover: there is to be the same rule
for the man from another nation and for himwho had his birth in the land. 15And on the
day when the House was put up, the cloud came down on it, on the Tent of witness; and in
the evening there was a light like fire over the House till the morning. 16And so it was at
all times: it was covered by the cloud, and by a light as of fire by night. 17And whenever
the cloud was taken up from over the House, then the children of Israel went journeying
on; and in the place where the cloud came to rest, there the children of Israel put up their
tents. 18At the order of the Lord the children of Israel went forward, and at the order of
the Lord they put up their tents: as long as the cloudwas resting on theHouse, they did not
go away from that place. 19When the cloud was resting on the House for a long time the
children of Israel, waiting for the order of the Lord, did not go on. 20 Sometimes the cloud
was resting on the House for two or three days; then, by the order of the Lord, they kept
their tents in that place, andwhen the Lord gave the order theywent on. 21And sometimes
the cloudwas there only fromevening tomorning; andwhen the cloudwas takenup in the
morning they went on their journey again: or if it was resting there by day and by night,
whenever the cloudwas taken up theywent forward. 22Or if the cloud came to rest on the
House for two days or a month or a year without moving, the children of Israel went on
waiting there and did not go on; but whenever it was taken up theywent forward on their
journey. 23At theword of the Lord they put up their tents, and at theword of the Lord they
went forward on their journey: they kept the orders of the Lord as he gave thembyMoses.

10
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2Make two silver horns of hammered work, to be used for

getting the people together and to give the sign for the moving of the tents. 3When they
are sounded, all the people are to come together to you at the door of the Tent of meeting.
4 If only one of them is sounded, then the chiefs, the heads of the thousands of Israel, are
to come to you. 5When a loud note is sounded, the tents placed on the east side are to go
forward. 6At the sound of a second loud note, the tents on the south side are to go forward:
the loud notewill be the sign to go forward. 7Butwhen all the people are to come together,
thehorn is tobe soundedbutnot loudly. 8Thehornsare tobe soundedby the sonsofAaron,
the priests; this is to be a law for you for ever, from generation to generation. 9And if you
go to war in your land against any who do you wrong, then let the loud note of the horn
be sounded; and the Lord your God will keep you in mind and give you salvation from
thosewho are against you. 10And on days of joy and on your regular feasts and on the first
day of everymonth, let the horns be sounded over your burned offerings and your peace-
offerings; and they will put the Lord in mind of you: I am the Lord your God. 11Now in
the second year, on the twentieth day of the second month, the cloud was taken up from
over the Tent of witness. 12 And the children of Israel went on their journey out of the
waste land of Sinai; and the cloud came to rest in the waste land of Paran. 13 They went
forward for the first time on their journey as the Lord had given orders by the hand of
Moses. 14First the flag of the children of Judahwent forwardwith their armies: and at the
head of his army was Nahshon, the son of Amminadab. 15And at the head of the army of
the children of IssacharwasNethanel, the son of Zuar. 16Andat the head of the armyof the
children of Zebulun was Eliab, the son of Helon. 17 Then the House was taken down; and
the sons of Gershon and the sons of Merari, who were responsible for moving the House,
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went forward. 18Then the flag of the children of Reuben went forward with their armies:
and at the head of his army was Elizur, the son of Shedeur. 19And at the head of the army
of the children of Simeonwas Shelumiel, the son of Zurishaddai. 20At the head of the army
of the children of Gadwas Eliasaph, the son of Reuel. 21Then the Kohathiteswent forward
with the holy place; the others put up the House ready for their coming. 22 Then the flag
of the children of Ephraim went forward with their armies: and at the head of his army
was Elishama, the son of Ammihud. 23At the head of the army of the children ofManasseh
was Gamaliel, the son of Pedahzur. 24At the head of the army of the children of Benjamin
was Abidan, the son of Gideoni. 25And the flag of the children of Dan, whose tents were
moved last of all, went forwardwith their armies: and at the head of his armywasAhiezer,
the son of Ammishaddai. 26At the head of the army of the children of Asherwas Pagiel, the
son ofOchran. 27Andat the head of the armyof the children ofNaphtaliwasAhira, the son
of Enan. 28This was the order in which the children of Israel were journeying by armies;
so they went forward. 29Then Moses said to Hobab, the son of his father-in-law Reuel the
Midianite, We are journeying to that place of which the Lord has said, I will give it to you:
so come with us, and it will be for your profit: for the Lord has good things in store for
Israel. 30 But he said, I will not go with you, I will go back to the land of my birth and to
my relations. 31And he said, Do not go from us; for you will be eyes for us, guiding us to
the right places in the waste land to put up our tents. 32And if you come with us, we will
give you a part in whatever good the Lord does for us. 33So they went forward three days'
journey from the mountain of the Lord; and the ark of the Lord's agreement went three
days' journey before them, looking for a resting-place for them; 34And by day the cloud of
the Lord went over them, when they went forward from the place where they had put up
their tents. 35 And when the ark went forward Moses said, Come up, O Lord, and let the
armies of those who are against you be broken, and let your haters go in flight before you.
36Andwhen it came to rest, he said, Take rest, O Lord, and give a blessing to the families of
Israel.

11
1Now the people were saying evil against the Lord; and the Lord, hearing it, was angry

and sent fire on them, burning the outer parts of the tent-circle. 2And the people made an
outcry to Moses, and Moses made prayer to the Lord, and the fire was stopped. 3 So that
place was named Taberah, because of the fire of the Lordwhich had been burning among
them. 4And themixed band of people whowent with themwere overcome by desire: and
the children of Israel, weeping again, said, Who will give us flesh for our food? 5 Sweet is
thememory of the fishwehad in Egypt for nothing, and the fruit and green plants of every
sort, sharp and pleasing to the taste: 6But now our soul is wasted away; there is nothing at
all: we have nothing but this manna before our eyes. 7Now the manna was like a seed of
grain, like small clear drops. 8The peoplewent about taking it up from the earth, crushing
it between stones or hammering it to powder, and boiling it in pots, and they made cakes
of it: its tastewas like the taste of cakes cookedwith oil. 9When the dew came down on the
tents at night, the manna came down with it. 10And at the sound of the people weeping,
every man at his tent-door, the wrath of the Lord was great, and Moses was very angry.
11AndMoses said to the Lord, Why have you done me this evil? and why have I not grace
in your eyes, that you have put on me the care of all this people? 12Am I the father of all
this people? have I given them birth, that you say to me, Take them in your arms, like a
child at the breast, to the land which you gave by an oath to their fathers? 13Where am I
to get flesh to give to all this people? For they are weeping to me and saying, Give us flesh
for our food. 14 I am not able by myself to take the weight of all this people, for it is more
thanmy strength. 15 If this is to bemy fate, putme to death now in answer tomy prayer, if I
have grace in your eyes; and let me not seemy shame. 16And the Lord said toMoses, Send
for seventy of the responsible men of Israel, who are in your opinion men of weight and
authority over the people; make them come to the Tent of meeting and be there with you.
17 And I will come down and have talk with you there: and I will take some of the spirit
which is on you and put it on them, and they will take part of the weight of the people off
you, so that youdonot have to take it by yourself. 18And say to thepeople,Makeyourselves
clean before tomorrow and you will have flesh for your food: for in the ears of the Lord
you have been weeping and saying, Who will give us flesh for food? for we were well off
in Egypt: and so the Lord will give you flesh, and it will be your food; 19Not for one day
only, or even for five or ten or twenty days; 20But every day for a month, till you are tired
of it, turning from it in disgust: because you have gone against the Lord who is with you,
and have been weeping before him saying, Why did we come out of Egypt? 21ThenMoses
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said, The people, amongwhom I am, are six hundred thousandmen on foot; and you have
said, I will give them flesh to be their food for a month. 22Are flocks and herds to be put
to death for them? or are all the fish in the sea to be got together so that they may be full?
23And the Lord said to Moses, Has the Lord's hand become short? Now you will see if my
word comes true for you or not. 24And Moses went out and gave the people the words of
the Lord: and he took seventy of the responsible men of the people, placing them round
the Tent. 25 Then the Lord came down in the cloud and had talk with him, and put on the
seventy men some of the spirit which was on him: now when the spirit came to rest on
them, they were like prophets, but only at that time. 26But two men were still in the tent-
circle one of them named Eldad and the otherMedad: and the spirit came to rest on them;
they were among those who had been sent for, but they had not gone out to the Tent: and
the prophet's power came on them in the tent-circle. 27And a youngmanwent running to
Moses and said, Eldad andMedad are acting as prophets in the tent-circle. 28Then Joshua,
the son of Nun, who had been Moses' servant from the time when he was a child, said,
My lord Moses, let them be stopped. 29AndMoses said to him, Are you moved by envy on
my account? If only all the Lord's people were prophets, and the Lord might put his spirit
on them! 30 Then Moses, with the responsible men of Israel, went back to the tent-circle.
31 Then the Lord sent a wind, driving little birds from the sea, so that they came down on
the tents, and all round the tent-circle, about a day's journey on this side and on that, in
masses about two cubits high over the face of the earth. 32And all that day and all night
and the day after, the people were taking up the birds; the smallest amount which anyone
got was ten homers: and they put them out all round the tents. 33But while the meat was
still between their teeth, before it was tasted, thewrath of the Lordwasmoved against the
people andhe sent a great outburst of disease on them. 34So that placewasnamedKibroth-
hattaavah; because there they put in the earth the bodies of the peoplewho had givenway
to their desires. 35FromKibroth-hattaavah the peoplewent on toHazeroth; and there they
put up their tents.

12
1NowMiriamandAaron saidevil againstMoses, becauseof theCushitewoman towhom

he was married, for he had taken a Cushite woman as his wife. 2And they said, Have the
words of the Lord been given to Moses only? have they not come to us? And the Lord
took note of it. 3Now themanMoses was more gentle than any other man on earth. 4And
suddenly the Lord said to Moses and Aaron and Miriam, Come out, you three, to the Tent
ofmeeting. And the three of themwent out. 5And the Lord came down in a pillar of cloud,
taking his place at the door of the Tent, and made Aaron and Miriam come before him.
6And he said, Now give ear to my words: if there is a prophet among you I will give him
knowledgeofmyself in avisionandwill letmywords come tohim inadream. 7Myservant
Moses is not so; he is true tome in allmyhouse: 8Withhim Iwill have talkmouth tomouth,
openly andnot indark sayings; andwithhis eyeshewill see the formof theLord: why then
hadyouno fear of saying evil againstmy servantMoses? 9Andburningwithwrath against
them, the Lord went away. 10And the cloud was moved from over the Tent; and straight
away Miriam became a leper, as white as snow: and Aaron, looking at Miriam, saw that
shewas a leper. 11Then Aaron said toMoses, Omy lord, let not our sin be on our heads, for
we have done foolishly and are sinners. 12 Let her not be as one dead, whose flesh is half
wasted when he comes out from the body of his mother. 13AndMoses, crying to the Lord,
said, Let my prayer come before you, O God, and make her well. 14And the Lord said to
Moses, If her father had put a mark of shame on her, would she not be shamed for seven
days? Let her be shut up outside the tent-circle for sevendays, and after that shemay come
in again. 15 So Miriam was shut up outside the tent-circle for seven days: and the people
did not go forward on their journey till Miriamhad come in again. 16After that, the people
went on fromHazeroth and put up their tents in the waste land of Paran.

13
1 And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Send men to get knowledge about the land of Canaan,

which I amgiving to the children of Israel; fromevery tribe of their fathers you are to send
aman, every one a chief among them. 3AndMoses sent them from thewaste land of Paran
as the Lord gave orders, all of them men who were heads of the children of Israel. 4And
these were their names: of the tribe of Reuben, Shammua, the son of Zaccur. 5Of the tribe
of Simeon, Shaphat, the son of Hori. 6Of the tribe of Judah, Caleb, the son of Jephunneh.
7 Of the tribe of Issachar, Igal, the son of Joseph. 8 Of the tribe of Ephraim, Hoshea, the
son of Nun. 9Of the tribe of Benjamin, Palti, the son of Raphu. 10Of the tribe of Zebulun,
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Gaddiel, the son of Sodi. 11Of the tribe of Joseph, that is of the family of Manasseh, Gaddi,
the son of Susi. 12Of the tribe of Dan, Ammiel, the son of Gemalli. 13Of the tribe of Asher,
Sethur, the son of Michael 14 Of the tribe of Naphtali, Nahbi, the son of Vophsi. 15 Of the
tribe of Gad, Gevel, the son of Machi. 16These are the names of themenwhomMoses sent
to get knowledge about the land. And Moses gave to Hoshea, the son of Nun, the name of
Joshua. 17SoMoses sent them to have a look at the land of Canaan, and said to them, Go up
into the South and into the hill-country; 18And see what the land is like; and if the people
living in it are strong or feeble, small or great in number; 19Andwhat sort of land they are
living in, if it is good or bad; andwhat their living-places are, tent-circles or walled towns;
20And if the land is fertile or poor, and if there is wood in it or not. And be of good heart,
and come back with some of the produce of the land. Now it was the time when the first
grapes were ready. 21 So they went up and got a view of the land, from the waste land of
Zin to Rehob, on the way to Hamath. 22They went up into the South and came to Hebron;
and Ahiman and Sheshai and Talmai, the children of Anak, were living there. (Now the
building of Hebron took place seven years before that of Zoan in Egypt.) 23And they came
to the valley of Eshcol, and cutting down a vine-branch with its grapes, two of them took
it on a rod between them; and they took some pomegranates and figs. 24 That place was
named the valley of Eshcol because of the grapes which the children of Israel took from
there. 25At the end of forty days they came back from viewing the land. 26And they came
back toMosesandAaronandall the childrenof Israel, toKadesh in thewaste landofParan;
and gave an account to themand to all the people and let them see the produce of the land.
27And they said, We came to the land where you sent us, and truly it is flowing with milk
and honey: and here is some of the produce of it. 28 But the people living in the land are
strong, and the towns are walled and very great; further, we saw the children of Anak
there. 29 And the Amalekites are in the South; and the Hittites and the Jebusites and the
Amorites are living in the hill-country; and the Canaanites by the sea and by the side of
Jordan. 30Then Caleb made signs to the people to keep quiet, and said to Moses, Let us go
up straight away and take this land; for we are well able to overcome it. 31 But the men
who had gone up with him said, We are not able to go up against the people, for they are
stronger thanwe. 32And they gave the children of Israel a bad account of the land theyhad
been to see, saying, This land throughwhichwewent is a land causing destruction to those
living in it; and all the people we saw there are men of more than common size. 33 There
we saw those great men, the sons of Anak, offspring of the Nephilim: and we seemed to
ourselves nomore than insects, and so we seemed to them.

14
1Then all the people gave load cries of grief, and all that night they gave themselves up

to weeping. 2 And all the children of Israel, crying out against Moses and Aaron, said, If
onlywe had come to our death in the land of Egypt, or even in thiswaste land! 3Why is the
Lord taking us into this land to come to our death by the sword? Our wives and our little
ones will get into strange hands: would it not be better for us to go back to Egypt? 4And
they said to one another, Let usmake a captain over us, and go back to Egypt. 5ThenMoses
and Aaron went down on their faces before the meeting of the people. 6And Joshua, the
son of Nun, and Caleb, the son of Jephunneh, two of those who had been to see the land,
giving signs of grief, 7Said to all the children of Israel, This landwhichwewent through to
see is a very good land. 8And if the Lord has delight in us, hewill take us into this land and
give it to us, a land flowingwithmilk and honey. 9Only, do not go against the Lord or go in
fear of the people of the land, for theywill be our food; their strength has been taken from
themand theLord iswithus: haveno fear of them. 10But all thepeople said theywere tobe
stoned. Then the glory of theLordwas seen in theTent ofmeeting, before the eyes of all the
children of Israel. 11And the Lord said toMoses, How longwill this people have no respect
for me? how long will they be without faith, in the face of all the signs I have done among
them? 12 I will send disease on them for their destruction, and take away their heritage,
and I will make of you a nation greater and stronger than they. 13And Moses said to the
Lord, Then itwill come to the ears of the Egyptians; for by your power you took this people
out from among them; 14And they will give the news to the people of this land: they have
hadword that you, Lord, are present with this people, letting yourself be seen face to face,
and that your cloud is resting over them, and that you go before them in a pillar of cloud
by day and in a pillar of fire by night. 15Now if you put to death all this people as oneman,
then thenationswhohavehadwordof your glorywill say, 16Because theLordwasnot able
to take this people into the land which he made an oath to give them, he sent destruction
on them in thewaste land. 17So now,maymyprayer comebefore you, and let the power of
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the Lord be great, as you said: 18The Lord is slow towrath and great inmercy, overlooking
wrongdoing andevil, andwill not letwrongdoers go free; sendingpunishment on children
for the sins of their fathers, to the third and fourth generation. 19May the sin of this people
have forgiveness, in themeasureof yourgreatmercy, as youhavehadmercyon themfrom
Egypt up till now. 20And the Lord said, I have had mercy, as you say: 21But truly, as I am
living, and as all the earth will be full of the glory of the Lord; 22 Because all these men,
having seenmy glory and the signs which I have done in Egypt and in the waste land, still
have put me to the test ten times, and have not given ear to my voice; 23 They will not see
the land about which I made an oath to their fathers; not one of these by whom I have not
beenhonouredwill see it. 24Butmy servant Caleb, because hehad adifferent spirit in him,
andhas been true tomewith all his heart, him Iwill take into that land intowhichhewent,
and his seed will have it for their heritage. 25Now the Amalekites and the Canaanites are
in the valley; tomorrow, turning round, go into the waste land by the way to the Red Sea.
26Then the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 27How long am I to put up with this evil people
and their outcries againstme? Thewordswhich they say againstmehave come tomyears.
28 Say to them, Bymy life, says the Lord, as certainly as your words have come to my ears,
so certainly will I do this to you: 29 Your dead bodies will be stretched out in this waste
land; and of all your number, all those of twenty years old and over who have been crying
out against me, 30Not one will come into the land which I gave my word you would have
for your resting-place, but only Caleb, the son of Jephunneh, and Joshua, the son of Nun.
31And your little ones, whom you said would come into strange hands, I will take in, and
they will see the land which you would not have. 32But as for you, your dead bodies will
be stretched in this waste land. 33And your children will be wanderers in the waste land
for forty years, undergoing punishment for your false ways, till your bodies become dust
in thewaste land. 34Andas youwent through the land viewing it for forty days, so for forty
years, a year for every day, you will undergo punishment for your wrongdoing, and you
will see that I amagainst you. 35 I the Lord have said it, and this Iwill certainly do to all this
evil people who have come together against me: in this waste land destruction will come
on them, and death will be their fate. 36 And the men whom Moses sent to see the land,
andwho, by the bad account they gave of the land, were the cause of the outcry the people
made against Moses, 37 Those same men who said evil of the land, came to their death by
disease before the Lord. 38 But Joshua, the son of Nun, and Caleb, the son of Jephunneh,
of those who went to see the land, were not touched by disease. 39 And when Moses put
these words before the children of Israel, the people were full of grief. 40And early in the
morning they got up andwent to the top of themountain, saying,We are here andwewill
go up to the place which the Lord said he would give us: for we have done wrong. 41And
Moses said,Whyare younowacting against the Lord's order, seeing that no goodwill come
of it? 42Go not up, for the Lord is not with you, and youwill be overcome by thosewho are
fighting against you. 43 For the Amalekites and the Canaanites are there before you, and
you will be put to death by their swords: because you have gone back from the way of the
Lord, the Lord will not be with you. 44But they gave no attention to his words andwent to
the top of the mountain, thoughMoses and the ark of the Lord's agreement did not go out
of the tent-circle. 45Then the Amalekites came down, and the Canaanites who were living
in the hill-country, and overcame them completely, driving them back as far as Hormah.

15
1And the Lord said toMoses, 2Say to the children of Israel,When youhave come into the

landwhich I amgiving to you for your resting-place, 3Andare going tomake anoffering by
fire to the Lord, a burned offering or an offering in connectionwith an oath, or an offering
freely given, or at your regular feasts, an offering for a sweet smell to the Lord, from the
herd or theflock: 4Then let himwho ismakinghis offering, give to theLord ameal offering
of a tenth part of a measure of the best meal mixed with a fourth part of a hin of oil: 5And
for the drink offering, you are to givewith the burned offering or other offering, the fourth
part of a hin ofwine for every lamb. 6Or for amale sheep, give as ameal offering two tenth
parts of ameasureof thebestmealmixedwitha thirdpart of ahinof oil: 7And for thedrink
offering give a third part of a hin of wine, for a sweet smell to the Lord. 8And when you
make ready a young ox for a burned or other offering, or for the effecting of an oath, or for
peace-offerings to the Lord: 9Then with the ox give a meal offering of three tenth parts of
a measure of the best meal mixed with half a hin of oil. 10And for the drink offering: give
half a hin of wine, for an offeringmade by fire for a sweet smell to the Lord. 11This is to be
done for every young ox and for everymale sheep or he-lamb or young goat. 12Whatever
number you make ready, so you are to do for every one. 13All those who are Israelites by
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birth are to do these things in this way, when giving an offering made by fire of a sweet
smell to the Lord. 14And if a man from another country or any other person living among
you, through all your generations, has the desire to give an offeringmade byfire of a sweet
smell to the Lord, let him do as you do. 15 There is to be one law for you and for the man
of another country livingwith you, one law for ever from generation to generation; as you
are, so is he to be before the Lord. 16The lawand the rule are to be the same for you and for
those fromother lands livingwith you. 17And the Lord said toMoses, 18Say to the children
of Israel,When you come into the landwhere I am guiding you, 19Then, when you take for
your food theproduceof the land, youare to give anoffering liftedupbefore theLord. 20Of
the first of your rough meal you are to give a cake for a lifted offering, lifting it up before
the Lord as the offering of the grain-floor is lifted up. 21 From generation to generation
you are to give to the Lord a lifted offering from the first of your rough meal. 22And if in
error you go against any of these laws which the Lord has given to Moses, 23All the laws
which the Lord has given you by the hand of Moses, from the day when the Lord gave
them, and ever after from generation to generation; 24Then, if the wrong is done in error,
without the knowledge of the meeting of the people, let all the meeting give a young ox as
a burned offering, a sweet smell to the Lord, with its meal offering and its drink offering,
as is ordered in the law, togetherwith a he-goat for a sin-offering. 25So the priestwillmake
the people free from sin, and theywill have forgiveness; for it was an error, and they have
given their offering made by fire to the Lord, and their sin-offering before the Lord, on
account of their error: 26And all themeeting of the children of Israel, aswell as those from
other lands living among them, will have forgiveness; for it was an error on the part of
the people. 27 And if one person does wrong, without being conscious of it, then let him
give a she-goat of the first year for a sin-offering. 28And the priest will take away the sin
of the personwho has donewrong, if thewrongwas done unconsciously, and hewill have
forgiveness. 29 The law in connection with wrong done unconsciously is to be the same
for him who is an Israelite by birth and for the man from another country who is living
among them. 30 But the person who does wrong in the pride of his heart, if he is one of
you or of another nation by birth, is acting without respect for the Lord, and will be cut
off from his people. 31 Because he had no respect for the word of the Lord, and did not
keep his law, that man will be cut off without mercy and his sin will be on him. 32Now
while the children of Israel were in the waste land, they saw amanwhowas getting sticks
on the Sabbath day. 33And those who saw him getting sticks took him before Moses and
Aaron and all the people. 34 And they had him shut up, because they had no directions
about what was to be done with him. 35Then the Lord said to Moses, Certainly the man is
to be put to death: let him be stoned by all the people outside the tent-circle. 36 So all the
people took him outside the tent-circle and he was stoned to death there, as the Lord gave
orders toMoses. 37And the Lord said toMoses, 38Say to the children of Israel that through
all their generations they are to put on the edges of their robes an ornament of twisted
threads, and in every ornament a blue cord; 39 So that, looking on these ornaments, you
may keep in mind the orders of the Lord and do them; and not be guided by the desires
of your hearts and eyes, through which you have been untrue to me: 40And that youmay
keep in mind all my orders and do them and be holy to your God. 41 I am the Lord your
God, who took you out of the land of Egypt, so that Imight be your God: I am the Lord your
God.

16
1NowKorah, the sonof Izhar, the sonofKohath, the sonofLevi,withDathanandAbiram,

the sons of Eliab, andOn, the son of Pallu, the son of Reuben,made themselves ready, 2And
came before Moses, with certain of the children of Israel, two hundred and fifty chiefs
of the people, men of good name who had a place in the meeting of the people. 3 They
came together against Moses and against Aaron, and said to them, You take overmuch on
yourselves, seeing that all the people are holy, every one of them, and the Lord is among
them; why then have you put yourselves in authority over the people of the Lord? 4And
Moses, hearing this, went down on his face; 5 And he said to Korah and his band, In the
morning the Lord will make clear who are his, and who is holy, and who may come near
him: the man of his selection will be caused to come near him. 6 So do this: let Korah and
all his band take vessels for burning perfumes; 7And put spices on the fire in them before
the Lord tomorrow; then themanmarked out by the Lordwill be holy: you take overmuch
on yourselves, you sons of Levi. 8AndMoses said to Korah, Give ear now, you sons of Levi:
9Does it seem only a small thing to you that the God of Israel has made you separate from
the rest of Israel, letting you comenearhimself to do theworkof theHouse of theLord, and
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to take your place before the people to dowhat has to be done for them; 10Letting you, and
all your brothers the sons of Levi, come near to him? andwould you now be priests? 11 So
you and all your bandhave come together against the Lord; andAaron,who is he, that you
are crying out against him? 12Then Moses sent for Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab:
and they said, We will not come up: 13 Is it not enough that you have taken us from a land
flowingwithmilk andhoney, to put us to death in thewaste land, but nowyou are desiring
to make yourself a chief over us? 14Andmore than this, you have not taken us into a land
flowing with milk and honey, or given us a heritage of fields and vine-gardens: will you
put out the eyes of these men? We will not come up. 15 Then Moses was very angry, and
said to the Lord, Give no attention to their offering: not one of their asses have I taken, or
donewrong to any of them. 16AndMoses said to Korah, You and all your band are to come
before the Lord tomorrow, you and they and Aaron: 17 And let every man take a vessel
for burning perfumes, and put sweet spices in them; let every man take his vessel before
the Lord, two hundred and fifty vessels; you andAaron and everyonewith his vessel. 18So
everyman tookhis vessel and theyputfire in them,with spices, and came to thedoorof the
Tent of meeting with Moses and Aaron. 19And Korah made all the people come together
against themto thedoorof theTent ofmeeting: and thegloryof theLordwas seenbyall the
people. 20And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 21Come out from among this people, so
that I may send sudden destruction on them. 22Then falling down on their faces they said,
OGod, theGod of the spirits of all flesh, because of oneman's sinwill yourwrath bemoved
against all the people? 23And the Lord said toMoses, 24Say to the people, Come away from
the tent of Korah Dathan, and Abiram. 25SoMoses got up andwent to Dathan and Abiram,
and the responsible men of Israel went with him. 26And he said to the people, Come away
now from the tents of these evil men, without touching anything of theirs, or you may be
taken in the punishment of their sins. 27 So on every side they went away from the tent of
Korah Dathan, and Abiram: and Dathan and Abiram came out to the door of their tents,
with their wives and their sons and their little ones. 28And Moses said, Now you will see
that the Lord has sent me to do all these works, and I have not done them of myself. 29 If
thesemenhave the commondeath ofmen, or if the natural fate of allmen overtakes them,
then the Lord has not sent me. 30But if the Lord does something new, opening the earth to
take themin,witheverythingwhich is theirs, and theygodown living into theunderworld,
then it will be clear to you that the Lord has not been honoured by thesemen. 31Andwhile
these words were on his lips, the earth under them was parted in two; 32 And the earth,
opening her mouth, took them in, with their families, and all the men who were joined to
Korah, and their goods. 33So they andall theirswent down living into theunderworld, and
the earthwas shut over them, and theywere cut off fromamong themeeting of the people.
34And all Israel round about themwent in flight at their cry, For fear, said they, that we go
down into the heart of the earth. 35Then fire came out from the Lord, burning up the two
hundredandfiftymenwhowereoffering theperfume. 36And theLordsaid toMoses, 37Say
to Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, that he is to take out of the flames the vessels with
the perfumes in them, turning the fire out of them, for they are holy; 38And let the vessels
of thosemen,whowith their lives havemade payment for their sin, be hammered out into
plates as a cover for the altar; for they have been offered before the Lord and are holy;
so that they may be a sign to the children of Israel. 39 So Eleazar the priest took the brass
vessels which had been offered by those who were burned up, and they were hammered
out to make a cover for the altar: 40 To be a sign, kept in memory for ever by the children
of Israel, that nomanwho is not of the seed of Aaron has the right of burning spices before
the Lord, so that he may not be like Korah and his band: as the Lord said to him by the
mouth of Moses. 41 But on the day after, all the children of Israel made an outcry against
Moses andagainst Aaron, saying, Youhaveput to death theLord's people. 42Nowwhen the
people had come together against Moses and Aaron, looking in the direction of the Tent of
meeting, they saw the cloud covering it, and the glory of the Lord came before their eyes.
43 Then Moses and Aaron came to the front of the Tent of meeting. 44 And the Lord said
to Moses, 45 Come out from among this people, so that I may send sudden destruction on
them. And they went down on their faces. 46And Moses said to Aaron, Take your vessel
and put in it fire from the altar, and sweet spices, and take it quickly into the meeting of
the people, and make them free from sin: for wrath has gone out from the Lord, and the
disease is starting. 47And at the words of Moses, Aaron took his vessel, and went running
among the people; and even then the disease had made a start among them; and he put
spices in his vessel to take away the sin of the people. 48 And he took his place between
the dead and the living: and the disease was stopped. 49Now fourteen thousand, seven
hundred deaths were caused by that disease, in addition to those who came to their end
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because ofwhat Korah had done. 50ThenAaronwent back toMoses to the door of the Tent
of meeting: and the disease came to a stop.

17
1And the Lord said toMoses, 2Say to the children of Israel that they are to give you rods,

one for every family, for every chief, the head of his father's house, making twelve rods;
let every man's name be placed on his rod. 3And let Aaron's name be placed on the rod of
Levi: for there is to be one rod for the head of every family. 4And let them be stored up
in the Tent of meeting, in front of the ark of witness where I come to you. 5And the rod of
thatmanwho ismarked out byme formyself will have buds on it; so Iwill put a stop to the
outcries which the children of Israelmake tome against you. 6SoMoses gave these orders
to the children of Israel, and all their chiefs gavehimrods, one for theheadof every family,
making twelve rods: andAaron's rodwasamong them. 7AndMosesput the rodsbefore the
Lord in theTent ofwitness. 8Nowon thedayafter,Moseswent into theTent ofwitness; and
he saw that Aaron's rod, the rod of the house of Levi, had put out buds, and was covered
with buds and flowers and fruit. 9Then Moses took out all the rods from before the Lord,
and gave them back to the children of Israel: and they saw them, and every man took his
rod. 10And the Lord said toMoses, Put Aaron's rod back in front of the ark ofwitness, to be
kept for a sign against this false-hearted people, so that youmay put a stop to their outcries
against me, and death may not overtake them. 11This Moses did: as the Lord gave orders,
so he did. 12And the children of Israel said toMoses, Truly, destruction has come on us; an
evil fate has overtaken us all. 13Deathwill overtake everyonewho comes near, who comes
near the House of the Lord: are we all to come to destruction?

18
1 And the Lord said to Aaron, You and your sons and your father's family are to be

responsible for all wrongdoing in relation to the holy place: and you and your sons are to
beresponsible for theerrorswhichcomeabout inyourworkaspriests. 2Letyourbrothers,
the family of Levi, come near with you, so that they may be joined with you and be your
servants: but you and your sons with you are to go in before the ark of witness. 3They are
to do your orders and be responsible for thework of the Tent; but theymay not come near
the vessels of the holy place or the altar, so that deathmaynot overtake themor you. 4They
are to be joined with you in the care of the Tent of meeting, doing whatever is needed for
theTent: andnooneof anyother familymay comenear you. 5Youare tobe responsible for
the holy place and the altar, so that wrathmay never again come on the children of Israel.
6Now, see, I have taken your brothers the Levites from among the children of Israel: they
are given to you and to the Lord, to do the work of the Tent of meeting. 7 And you and
your sons with you are to be responsible as priests for the altar and everything on it, and
everything inside the veil; you are to do thework of priests; I have given you your position
as priests; and any other man who comes near will be put to death. 8 And the Lord said
to Aaron, See, I have given into your care my lifted offerings; even all the holy things of
the children of Israel I have given to you and to your sons as your right for ever, because
you have beenmarkedwith the holy oil. 9This is to be yours of themost holy things, out of
the fire offerings; every offering of theirs, every meal offering and sin-offering, and every
offeringwhich theymakeonaccountof error, is tobemostholy for youandyour sons. 10As
most holy things they are to be your food: let everymale have them for food; it is to be holy
to you. 11And this is yours: the lifted offering which they give and all the wave offerings
of the children of Israel I have given to you and to your sons and to your daughters as your
right for ever: everyone in your housewho is cleanmay have them for food. 12All the best
of the oil and thewine and the grain, the first-fruits of themwhich they give to the Lord, to
you have I given them. 13The earliest produce from their landwhich they take to the Lord
is to be yours; everyone in your house who is cleanmay have it for his food. 14Everything
givenbyoath to theLord in Israel is tobeyours. 15Thefirst birthof every living thingwhich
is offered to the Lord, of man or beast, is to be yours; but for the first sons ofman payment
is to bemade, and for the first young of unclean beasts. 16Payment is to bemade for these
when they are amonth old, at the value fixed by you, a price of five shekels by the scale of
the holy place, that is, twenty gerahs to the shekel. 17But no such payment may be made
for the first birth of an ox or a sheep or a goat; these are holy: their blood is to be dropped
on the altar, and their fat burned for an offering made by fire, a sweet smell to the Lord.
18Their flesh is to be yours; like the breast of the wave offering and the right leg, it is to be
yours. 19All the lifted offerings of the holy things which the children of Israel give to the
Lord, I have given to you and to your sons and to your daughters as a right for ever. This is
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an agreement made with salt before the Lord, to you and to your seed for ever. 20And the
Lord said to Aaron, You will have no heritage in their land, or any part among them; I am
your part and your heritage among the children of Israel. 21And to the children of Levi I
have given as their heritage all the tenths offered in Israel, as payment for the work they
do, the work of the Tent of meeting. 22 In future the children of Israel are not to come near
the Tent of meeting, so that death may not come to them because of sin. 23But the Levites
are to do thework of the Tent ofmeeting, and be responsible for errors in connectionwith
it: this is a law for ever through all your generations; and among the children of Israel they
will have no heritage. 24For the tenths which the children of Israel give as a lifted offering
to the Lord I have given to the Levites as their heritage. and so I have said to them, Among
the children of Israel they will have no heritage. 25And the Lord said to Moses, 26 Say to
the Levites, When you take from the children of Israel the tenth which I have given to you
from them as your heritage, a tenth part of that tenth is to be offered as an offering lifted
up before the Lord. 27And this lifted offering is to be put to your credit as if it was grain
from the grain-floor andwine from the vines. 28So you are tomake an offering lifted up to
the Lord from all the tenths which you get from the children of Israel, giving out of it the
Lord's lifted offering to Aaron the priest. 29From everything given to you, let the best of it,
the holy part of it, be offered as a lifted offering to the Lord. 30Say to them, then,When the
best of it is lifted up onhigh, it is to be put to the account of the Levites as the increase of the
grain-floor and of the place where the grapes are crushed. 31 It is to be your food, for you
and your families in every place: it is your reward for your work in the Tent of meeting.
32And no sin will be yours on account of it, when the best of it has been lifted up on high;
you are not to make a wrong use of the holy things of the children of Israel, so that death
may not overtake you.

19
1 And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 2 This is the rule of the law which the Lord

has made, saying, Give orders to the children of Israel to give you a red cow without any
mark on her, and on which the yoke has never been put: 3Give her to Eleazar the priest
and let him take her outside the tent-circle and have her put to death before him. 4 Then
let Eleazar the priest take some of her blood on his finger, shaking the blood seven times
in the direction of the front of the Tent of meeting: 5And the cow is to be burned before
him, her skin and her flesh and her blood and her waste are to be burned: 6 Then let the
priest take cedar-wood and hyssop and red thread, and put them into the fire where the
cow is burning. 7And the priest, after washing his clothing and bathing his body in water,
may come back to the tent-circle, and will be unclean till evening. 8And he who does the
burning is to have his clothing washed and his body bathed in water and be unclean till
evening. 9 Then let a man who is clean take the dust of the burned cow and put it outside
the tent-circle in a clean place, where it is to be kept for the children of Israel and used in
making the water which takes away what is unclean: it is a sin-offering. 10 And he who
takes up the dust of the burned cow is to have his clothing washed with water and be
unclean till evening: this is to be a law for ever, for the children of Israel as well as for
theman fromanother countrywho is living among them. 11Anyone touching a dead body
will be unclean for seven days: 12On the third day and on the seventh day he is to make
himself cleanwith thewater, and so hewill be clean: but if he does not do this on the third
dayandon the seventhday, hewill notbe clean. 13Anyone touching thebodyof adeadman
without making himself clean in this way, makes the House of the Lord unclean; and that
manwill be cut off from Israel: because the water was not put on him, he will be unclean;
his unclean condition is unchanged. 14 This is the law when death comes to a man in his
tent: everyone who comes into the tent, and everyone who is in the tent, will be unclean
for seven days. 15And every open vessel without a cover fixed on it will be unclean. 16And
anyone touching onewho has been put to deathwith the sword in the open country, or the
body of one who has come to his end by a natural death, or a man's bone, or the resting-
place of a deadbody,will be unclean for sevendays. 17And for theunclean, they are to take
the dust of the burning of the sin-offering, and put flowing water on it in a vessel: 18And a
clean person is to take hyssop and put it in the water, shaking it over the tent, and all the
vessels, and the people who were there, and over him by whom the bone, or the body of
onewho has been put to deathwith the sword, or the body of onewho has come to his end
by a natural death, or the resting-place was touched. 19Let the clean person do this to the
unclean on the third day and on the seventh day: and on the seventh day he is tomake him
clean; and after washing his clothing and bathing himself in water, he will be clean in the
evening. 20But the manwho, being unclean, does not make himself clean in this way, will
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be cut off from the meeting of the people, because he has made the holy place of the Lord
unclean: the water has not been put on him, he is unclean. 21 This is to be a law for them
for ever: he who puts the water on the unclean person is to have his clothing washed; and
anyone touching thewaterwill beunclean till evening. 22Anything touchedby theunclean
person will be unclean; and any person touching it will be unclean till evening.

20
1 In the first month all the children of Israel came into the waste land of Zin, and put up

their tents in Kadesh; there death came to Miriam, and they put her body to rest in the
earth. 2 And there was no water for the people: and they came together against Moses
and against Aaron. 3 And the people were angry with Moses and said, If only death had
overtakenuswhenourbrothers came to theirdeathbefore theLord! 4Whyhaveyou taken
theLord's people into thiswaste, fordeath to come tousand toour cattle there? 5Whyhave
youmade us come out of Egypt into this evil place? This is no place of seed or figs or vines
or other fruits, and there is no water for drinking. 6 Then Moses and Aaron went away
from the people to the door of the Tent of meeting; and, falling on their faces there, they
saw the glory of the Lord. 7 And the Lord said to Moses, 8 Take the rod, you and Aaron,
your brother, and make all the people come together, and before their eyes give orders
to the rock to give out its water; and so make water come out of the rock for them, and
give the people and their cattle drink. 9And Moses took the rod from before the Lord as
he gave him orders. 10 Then Moses and Aaron made the people come together in front of
the rock, and he said to them, Give ear now, you people whose hearts are turned from the
Lord; are we to get water for you out of the rock? 11And lifting up his hand, Moses gave
the rock two blows with his rod: and water came streaming out, and the people and their
cattle had drink enough. 12 Then the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, Because you had not
enough faith inme tokeepmynameholybefore the childrenof Israel, youwill not take this
people into the landwhich I have given them. 13These are thewaters ofMeribah; because
the children of Israel went against the Lord, and they saw that he was holy among them.
14ThenMoses sentmen fromKadesh to the king of Edom to say to him, Your brother Israel
says, You have knowledge of all the thingswe have been through; 15Howour fathers went
down into Egypt, andwewere living in Egypt for a long time; and the Egyptianswere cruel
to us and to our fathers: 16And the Lord gave ear to the voice of our cry, and sent an angel
and took us out of Egypt: and nowwe are in Kadesh, a town on the edge of your land; 17Let
us now go through your land: wewill not go into field or vine-garden, or take the water of
the springs; we will go by the highway, not turning to the right or to the left, till we have
gone past the limits of your land. 18 And Edom said, You are not to go through my land,
for if you do I will come out against you with the sword. 19And the children of Israel said
to him, We will go up by the highway: and if we or our cattle take of your water, we will
give you a price for it: only let us go through on our feet, nothingmore. 20But he said, You
are not to go through. And Edom came out against them in his strength, with a great army.
21 So Edomwould not let Israel go through his land; and Israel went in another direction.
22And they went on from Kadesh, and came, with all their people, to Mount Hor. 23And
at Mount Hor, at the edge of the land of Edom, the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 24Aaron
will be put to rest with his people; he will not go into the land which I have given to the
children of Israel, because you went against my word at the waters of Meribah. 25 So take
Aaron and Eleazar, his son, up into Mount Hor; 26And take Aaron's robes off him and put
them on Eleazar, his son: and death will come to Aaron there, and he will be put to rest
with his people. 27 So Moses did as the Lord had said, and before the eyes of all the people
theywent upMountHor. 28AndMoses took offAaron's robes, and put themon Eleazar, his
son; and there on the top of the mountain death came to Aaron: then Moses and Eleazar
came down from the mountain. 29And when the people saw that Aaron was dead, all the
children of Israel gave themselves up to weeping for him for thirty days.

21
1And it came to the ears of the Canaanite, the king of Arad, living in the South, that Israel

was coming by the way of Atharim, and he came out against them and took some of them
prisoners. 2Then Israel made an oath to the Lord, and said, If you will give up this people
into my hands, then I will send complete destruction on all their towns. 3 And the Lord,
in answer to the voice of Israel, gave the Canaanites up to them; and they put them and
their towns completely to destruction: and that place was named Hormah. 4 Then they
went on from Mount Hor by the way to the Red Sea, going round the land of Edom: and
the spirit of the people was overcomewith weariness on the way. 5And crying out against
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God and againstMoses, they said,Whyhave you takenus out of Egypt to come to our death
in the waste land? For there is no bread and no water, and this poor bread is disgusting to
us. 6 Then the Lord sent poison-snakes among the people; and their bites were a cause of
death to numbers of the people of Israel. 7 Then the people came to Moses and said, We
have done wrong in crying out against the Lord and against you: make prayer to the Lord
to take away the snakes from us. So Moses made prayer for the people. 8 And the Lord
said to Moses, Make an image of a snake and put it on a rod, and anyone who has been
wounded by the snakes, looking on it will be made well. 9 So Moses made a snake of brass
and put it on a rod; and anyone who had a snakebite, after looking on the snake of brass,
was made well. 10 Then the children of Israel went on and put up their tents in Oboth.
11And journeying on again fromOboth, they put up their tents in Iye-abarim, in thewaste
land beforeMoab looking east. 12Andmoving on from there, they put up their tents in the
valley of Zered. 13From there they went on and put up their tents on the other side of the
Arnon, which is on the waste land at the edge of the land of the Amorites; for the Arnon is
the line of division between Moab and the Amorites: 14As it says in the book of the Wars
of the Lord, Vaheb in Suphah, and the valley of the Amon; 15The slope of the valleys going
down to the tents of Ar and touching the edge ofMoab. 16From there theywent on to Beer,
the water-spring of which the Lord said to Moses, Make the people come together and I
will give them water. 17 Then Israel gave voice to this song: Come up, O water-spring, let
us make a song to it: 18 The fountain made by the chiefs, made deep by the great ones of
the people, with the law-givers' rod, and with their sticks. Then from the waste land they
went on to Mattanah: 19 And from Mattanah to Nahaliel: and from Nahaliel to Bamoth:
20 And from Bamoth to the valley in the open country of Moab, and to the top of Pisgah
looking over Jeshimon. 21And Israel sentmen to Sihon, king of the Amorites, saying, 22Let
me go through your land: we will not go into field or vine-garden, or take the water of the
springs; we will go by the highway till we have gone past the limits of your land. 23 And
Sihon would not let Israel go through his land; but got all his people together and went
out against Israel into the waste land, as far as Jahaz, to make war on Israel. 24But Israel
overcame him, and took all his land from the Arnon to the Jabbok, as far as the country
of the children of Ammon, for the country of the children of Ammonwas strongly armed.
25And Israel took all their towns, living in Heshbon and all the towns and small places of
the Amorites. 26For Heshbon was the town of Sihon, king of the Amorites, who hadmade
war against an earlier king of Moab and taken from him all his land as far as the Arnon.
27 So the makers of wise sayings say, Come to Heshbon, building up the town of Sihon and
making it strong: 28For a fire has gone out of Heshbon, a flame from the town of Sihon: for
the destruction of Ar in Moab, and the lords of the high places of the Arnon. 29 Sorrow is
yours, OMoab! Destruction is your fate, O people of Chemosh: his sons have gone in flight,
and his daughters are prisoners, in the hands of Sihon, king of the Amorites. 30 They are
woundedwith our arrows; destruction has come onHeshbon, even to Dibon; andwe have
made the land waste as far as Nophah, stretching out to Medeba. 31 So Israel put up their
tents in the land of the Amorites. 32AndMoses sentmen secretly to Jazer, and they took its
towns, driving out the Amorites who were living there. 33 Then turning they went up by
the way of Bashan; and Og, king of Bashan, went out against them with all his people, to
the fight at Edrei. 34And the Lord said to Moses, Have no fear of him: for I have given him
up into your hands, with all his people and his land; do to him as you did to Sihon, king of
the Amorites, at Heshbon. 35 So they overcame him and his sons and his people, driving
them all out: and they took his land for their heritage.

22
1Then thechildrenof Israel, journeyingon, putup their tents in the lowlandsofMoab, on

the other side of Jordanat Jericho. 2NowBalak, the sonof Zippor, sawwhat Israel haddone
to the Amorites. 3And in Moab there was great fear of the people, because their numbers
were so great: and the feeling of Moab was bitter against the children of Israel. 4 Then
Moab said to the responsible men of Midian, It is clear that this great people will be the
destruction of everything round us, making a meal of us as the ox does of the grass of the
field. At that time Balak, the son of Zippor, was king of Moab. 5 So he sent men to Balaam,
son of Beor, at Pethor by the River in the land of the children of his people, saying to him,
See, a people has come out of Egypt, covering all the face of the earth, and they have put
up their tents opposite to me: 6Come now, in answer to my prayer, and put a curse on this
people, for they are greater than I: and then Imaybe strong enough to overcome themand
send them out of the land: for it is clear that good comes to himwho has your blessing, but
he on whom you put your curse is cursed. 7 So the responsible men of Moab and Midian
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went away, taking in their hands rewards for the prophet; and they came to Balaam and
said to himwhat Balak had given them orders to say. 8And he said to them, Take your rest
here tonight, and I will give you an answer after hearing what the Lord says; so the chiefs
of Moab kept there with Balaam that night. 9And God came to Balaam and said, Who are
these men with you? 10 And Balaam said to God, Balak, the son of Zippor, king of Moab,
has sent them to me, saying, 11 See, the people who have come out of Egypt are covering
all the earth: now, put a curse on this people for me, so that I may be able to make war
on them, driving them out of the land. 12And God said to Balaam, You are not to go with
them, or put a curse on this people, for they have my blessing. 13 In the morning Balaam
got up and said to the chiefs of Balak, Go back to your land, for the Lord will not let me go
with you. 14So the chiefs of Moabwent back to Balak and said, Balaamwill not comewith
us. 15So Balak sent more chiefs, greater in number and of higher position than the others.
16And they came to Balaam and said, Balak, son of Zippor, says, Let nothing keep you from
coming to me: 17 For I will give you a place of very great honour, and whatever you say to
me Iwill do; so come, in answer tomyprayer, andput a curse on this people. 18ButBalaam,
in answer; said to the servants of Balak, Even if Balak gave me his house full of silver and
gold, itwouldnot bepossible forme to do anythingmore or less than the orders of theLord
my God. 19 So take your rest here this night, till I have knowledge what more the Lord has
to say tome. 20And that night God came toBalaamand said to him, If thesemenhave come
for you, go with them: but do only what I say to you. 21 So in the morning Balaam got up
and, making his ass ready, went with the chiefs of Moab. 22But God was moved to wrath
because hewent: and the angel of the Lord took up a position in the road to keep him from
his purpose. Nowhewas seated on his ass, and his two servantswerewith him. 23And the
ass saw the angel of the Lord waiting in the road with his sword in his hand; and turning
from the road, the ass went into the field; and Balaam gave the ass blows, to get her back
on to the road. 24Then the angel of the Lord took up his position in a narrow road through
the vine-gardens, with a wall on this side and on that. 25And the ass saw the angel of the
Lord, and went near the wall, crushing Balaam's foot against the wall; and he gave her
more blows. 26Then the angel of the Lord went further, stopping in a narrow place where
there was no room for turning to the right or to the left. 27And the ass saw the angel of the
Lord andwent down on the earth under Balaam; and full of wrath, Balaam gave her hard
blows with his stick. 28 Then the Lord gave the ass the power of talking, and opening her
mouth she said to Balaam, What have I done to you that you have given me blows these
three times? 29And Balaam said to the ass, You have made me seem foolish: if only I had
a sword inmy hand I would put you to death. 30And the ass said to Balaam, Am I not your
ass upon which you have gone all your life till this day? and have I ever done this to you
before? And he said, No. 31Then the Lordmade Balaam's eyes open, and he saw the angel
of the Lord in the way with his sword in his hand: and he went down on his face to the
earth. 32And the angel of the Lord said to him, Why have you given your ass blows these
three times? See, I have come out against you to keep you back, because your purpose is
not pleasing to me. 33And the ass sawme, turning to one side fromme three times: if she
had not gone to one side, I would certainly have put you to death and kept her safe. 34And
Balaam said to the angel of the Lord, I have done wrong, for I did not see that you were in
thewayagainstme: butnow, if it is evil in your eyes, Iwill gobackagain. 35And theangel of
the Lord said to Balaam, Gowith themen; but say onlywhat I give you to say. ThenBalaam
went on with the chiefs of Balak. 36Now Balak, hearing that Balaam had come, went to
the chief town of Moab, on the edge of the Arnon, in the farthest part of the land, for the
purpose ofmeeting him. 37AndBalak said to Balaam, Did I not send to you, requesting you
with all my heart to come to me? why did you not come? am I not able to give you a place
of honour? 38Then Balaam said to Balak, Now I have come to you; but have I power to say
anything? Only what God puts into my mouth may I say. 39And Balaam went with Balak
to Kiriath-huzoth. 40And Balakmade offerings of oxen and sheep, and sent to Balaam and
the chiefs who were with him. 41 And in the morning Balak took Balaam up to the high
places of Baal, and from there he was able to see the outer limits of the people.

23
1 And Balaam said to Balak, Make me here seven altars and get ready seven oxen and

seven male sheep. 2 And Balak did as Balaam had said; and Balak and Balaam made an
offering on every altar of an ox and a male sheep. 3Then Balaam said to Balak, Take your
place by your burned offering, and Iwill go and see if the Lord comes tome: and Iwill give
youwordofwhateverhe says tome. Andhewent toanopenplaceonahill. 4AndGodcame
to Balaam, and Balaam said to him, I have made ready seven altars, offering an ox and a
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male sheep on every altar. 5And the Lord put words in Balaam's mouth, and said, Go back
to Balak, and this is what you are to say. 6 So he went back to him where he was waiting
by his burned offering with all the chiefs of Moab. 7And in the words which the Lord had
given himhe said, FromAramBalak has sent forme, the king ofMoab from themountains
of the East: come, put curses on Jacob for me and be angry with Israel. 8How may I put
curses on him who is not cursed by God? how may I be angry with him with whom the
Lord is not angry? 9 From the top of the rocks I see him, looking down on him from the
hills: it is a people made separate, not to be numbered among the nations. 10Who is able
to take themeasure of the dust of Jacob or the number of the thousands of Israel? Maymy
death be the death of the upright and my last end like his! 11 Then Balak said to Balaam,
What have you done to me? I sent for you so that my haters might be cursed, and see, you
have given them a blessing. 12And in answer he said, Am I not ordered to say only what
the Lord puts into my mouth? 13And Balak said to him, Come with me now into another
place from which you will not be able to see them all, but only the outskirts of them; and
you will send curses on them from there. 14 So he took him into the country of Zophim, to
the top of Pisgah, and there they made seven altars, offering an ox and a male sheep on
every altar. 15Then he said to Balak, Take your place here by your burned offering, while I
go over there to theLord. 16And theLord came toBalaam, andputwords inhismouth, and
said, Go back to Balak, and this is what you are to say. 17 So he came to him where he was
waiting by his burned offering with the chiefs of Moab by his side. And Balak said to him,
What has the Lord said? 18And in the words which the Lord had given him he said, Up!
Balak, and give ear; give attention to me, O son of Zippor: 19God is not a man, to say what
is false; or the son of man, that his purpose may be changed: what he has said, will he not
do? and will he not give effect to the words of his mouth? 20 See, I have had orders to give
blessing: and he has given a blessing which I have no power to take away. 21He has seen
no evil in Jacob orwrongdoing in Israel: the Lord his God is with him, and the glad cry of a
king is among them. 22 It is God who has taken them out of Egypt; his horns are like those
of the mountain ox. 23No evil power has effect against Jacob, no secret arts against Israel;
at the right time it will be said of Jacob and of Israel, See what God has done! 24 See, Israel
comes up like a she-lion, lifting himself up like a lion: he will take no rest till he has made
a meal of those he has overcome, drinking the blood of those he has put to death. 25Then
Balak said to Balaam, If you will not put a curse on them, at all events do not give them a
blessing. 26 But Balaam in answer said to Balak, Did I not say to you, I may only do what
the Lord says? 27 Then Balak said to Balaam, Come now, I will take you to another place;
it may be that God will let you put a curse on them from there. 28 So Balak took Balaam to
the top of Peor, looking down over the waste land. 29And Balaam said to Balak, Make me
seven altars here and get seven oxen and sevenmale sheep ready forme. 30And Balak did
as Balaam said, offering an ox and amale sheep on every altar.

24
1Nowwhen Balaam saw that it was the Lord's pleasure to give his blessing to Israel, he

did not, as at other times, make use of secret arts, but turning his face to the waste land,
2And lifting up his eyes, he saw Israel there, with their tents in the order of their tribes:
and the spirit of God came on him. 3Andmoved by the spirit, he said, These are the words
of Balaam, son of Beor, the words of the man whose eyes are open: 4He says, whose ears
are open to the words of God, who has seen the vision of the Ruler of all, falling down, but
having his eyes open: 5How fair are your tents, O Jacob, your houses, O Israel! 6They are
stretched out like valleys, like gardens by the riverside, like flowering trees planted by the
Lord, like cedar-trees by the waters. 7 Peoples will be in fear before his strength, his arm
will be on great nations: his king will be higher than Agag, and his kingdommade great in
honour. 8 It is Godwhohas taken himout of Egypt; his horns are like those of themountain
ox; thenationswarringagainst himwill behis food, their boneswill bebroken, theywill be
wounded with his arrows. 9He took his sleep stretched out like a lion, and like a she-lion:
by whom will his rest be broken? May a blessing be on everyone who gives you blessing,
and a curse on everyone by whom you are cursed. 10Then Balak was full of wrath against
Balaam, and angrily waving his hands he said to Balaam, I sent for you so that those who
are against memight be cursed, but now, see, three times you have given them a blessing.
11 Go back quickly to the place you came from: it was my purpose to give you a place of
honour, but now the Lord has kept you back from honour. 12 Then Balaam said to Balak,
Did I not say to themen you sent tome, 13Even if Balak gaveme his house full of silver and
gold, it would not be possible for me to go outside the orders of the Lord, doing good or
evil at the impulse of mymind; whatever the Lord says I will say? 14 So now I will go back
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to my people: but first let me make clear to you what this people will do to your people in
days to come. 15Then he went on with his story and said, These are the words of Balaam,
the son of Beor, thewords of himwhose eyes are open: 16He says, whose ear is open to the
words of God, who has knowledge of the Most High, who has seen the vision of the Ruler
of all, falling down and having his eyes open: 17 I see him, but not now: looking on him,
but not near: a star will come out of Jacob, and a rod of authority out of Israel, sending
destruction to the farthest limits of Moab and on the head of all the sons of Sheth. 18Edom
will be his heritage, and he will put an end to the last of the people of Seir. 19 And Israel
will go on in strength, and Jacob will have rule over his haters. 20 Then, turning his eyes
to Amalek, he went on with his story and said, Amalek was the first of the nations, but his
part will be destruction for ever. 21And looking on the Kenites he went on with his story
and said, Strong is your living-place, and your secret place is safe in the rock. 22 But still
the Kenites will be wasted, till Asshur takes you away prisoner. 23 Then he went on with
his story and said, But who may keep his life when God does this? 24 But ships will come
from the direction of Kittim, troubling Asshur and troubling Eber, and like the others their
fatewill be destruction. 25Then Balaam got up andwent back to his place: and Balakwent
away.

25
1Now when Israel was living in Shittim the people became false to the Lord, doing evil

with the daughters of Moab: 2 For they sent for the people to be present at the offerings
made to their gods; and the people took part in their feasts and gave honour to their gods.
3 So Israel had relations with the women of Moab in honour of the Baal of Peor: and the
Lord was moved to wrath against Israel. 4Then the Lord said to Moses, Take all the chiefs
of the people, hanging them up in the sun before the Lord, so that the wrath of the Lord
may be turned from Israel. 5 So Moses said to the judges of Israel, Let everyone put to
death those of his men who have had relations with the women of Moab in honour of the
Baal of Peor. 6 Then one of the children of Israel came to his brothers, taking with him a
woman of Midian, before the eyes of Moses and all the meeting of the people, while they
were weeping at the door of the Tent of meeting. 7And Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the
son of Aaron the priest, seeing it, got up from among the people and took a spear in his
hand, 8And went after the man of Israel into the tent, driving the spear through the two
of them, through theman of Israel and through the stomach of the woman. So the disease
was stopped among the children of Israel. 9But twenty-four thousand of themhad come to
their deathby thedisease. 10And theLord said toMoses, 11ThroughPhinehas, andbecause
of his passion for my honour, my wrath has been turned away from the children of Israel,
so that I have not sent destruction on them all in my wrath. 12 So say to them that I will
make with him an agreement of peace: 13 And by this agreement, he and his sons after
him have the right to be priests for ever; because, by his care for the honour of his God, he
took away the sin of the children of Israel. 14Now the man of Israel who was put to death
with the woman of Midian was Zimri, the son of Salu, a chief of one of the families of the
Simeonites. 15And the woman of Midian whowas put to death was Cozbi, the daughter of
Zur; hewas the head of a family inMidian. 16Then the Lord said toMoses, 17Take up arms
against theMidianites and overcome them; 18For they are a danger to youwith their false
ways, causing sin to come on you in the question of Peor, and because of Cozbi, their sister,
the daughter of the chief of Midian, who was put to death at the time of the disease which
came on you because of Peor.

26
1Nowafter the diseasewas over, the Lord said toMoses andEleazar, the son of Aaron the

priest, 2Let all the children of Israel be numbered, by the names of their fathers' families,
all those of twenty years old and over who are able to go to war in Israel. 3 So Moses and
Eleazar thepriest gave themtheorder in the lowlandsofMoabby Jordanat Jericho, saying,
4Let all the people of twenty years old and over be numbered, as the Lord has given orders
to Moses and the children of Israel who have come out of Egypt. 5 Reuben, the first son
of Israel: the sons of Reuben by their families: of Hanoch, the family of the Hanochites:
of Pallu, the family of the Palluites: 6Of Hezron, the family of the Hezronites: of Carmi,
the family of the Carmites. 7 These are the families of the Reubenites: their number was
forty-three thousand, seven hundred and thirty. 8 And the sons of Pallu, Eliab 9 And the
sons of Eliab: Nemuel and Dathan and Abiram. These are the same Dathan and Abiram
who had a place in the meeting of the people, who together with Korah made an outcry
against Moses and Aaron and against the Lord: 10 And they went down into the open
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mouth of the earth, together with Korah, when death overtook him and all his band; at
the timewhen twohundred andfiftymenwere burned in the fire, and they became a sign.
11 But death did not overtake the sons of Korah. 12 The sons of Simeon by their families:
of Nemuel, the family of the Nemuelites: of Jamin, the family of the Jaminites: of Jachin,
the family of the Jachinites: 13Of Zerah, the family of the Zerahites: of Shaul, the family
of the Shaulites. 14 These are the families of the Simeonites, twenty-two thousand, two
hundred. 15 The sons of Gad by their families: of Zephon, the family of the Zephonites:
of Haggi, the family of the Haggites: of Shuni, the family of the Shunites: 16Of Ozni, the
family of the Oznites: of Eri, the family of the Erites: 17Of Arod, the family of the Arodites:
of Areli, the family of the Arelites. 18These are the families of the sons of Gad as theywere
numbered, forty thousand, five hundred. 19 The sons of Judah, Er and Onan: and Er and
Onan had come to their death in the land of Canaan. 20 And the sons of Judah by their
families were: of Shelah, the family of the Shelahites: of Perez, the family of the Perezites:
of Zerah, the family of the Zerahites. 21And the sons of Perez were: of Hezron, the family
of theHezronites: of Hamul, the family of theHamulites. 22These are the families of Judah
as they were numbered, seventy-six thousand, five hundred. 23 The sons of Issachar by
their families: of Tola, the family of the Tolaites: of Puvah, the family of the Punites: 24Of
Jashub, the family of the Jashubites: of Shimron, the family of the Shimronites. 25 These
are the families of Issachar, as they were numbered, sixty-four thousand, three hundred.
26The sons of Zebulun by their families: of Sered, the family of the Seredites: of Elon, the
familyof theElonites: of Jahleel, the familyof the Jahleelites. 27Theseare the familiesof the
Zebulunites as theywerenumbered, sixty thousand, fivehundred. 28The sons of Josephby
their families: Manasseh and Ephraim. 29 The sons of Manasseh: of Machir, the family of
theMachirites: andMachirwas the father of Gilead: of Gilead, the family of the Gileadites.
30These are the sons of Gilead: of Iezer, the family of the Iezerites: of Helek, the family of
theHelekites: 31AndofAsriel, the familyof theAsrielites: andofShechem, the familyof the
Shechemites: 32And of Shemida, the family of the Shemidaites: and of Hepher, the family
of the Hepherites. 33And Zelophehad, the son of Hepher, had no sons, but only daughters,
and the names of the daughters of Zelophehad were Mahlah, and Noah, Hoglah, Milcah,
and Tirzah. 34These are the families ofManasseh; and thosewhowere numbered of them
werefifty-two thousand, sevenhundred. 35Theseare the sonsofEphraimby their families:
of Shuthelah, the family of the Shuthelahites: of Becher, the family of the Becherites: of
Tahan, the family of the Tahanites. 36 And these are the sons of Shuthelah: of Eran, the
family of the Eranites: 37These are the families of Ephraimas theywere numbered, thirty-
two thousand, five hundred. These are the sons of Joseph by their families. 38The sons of
Benjamin by their families: of Bela, the family of the Belaites: of Ashbel, the family of the
Ashbelites: of Ahiram, the family of the Ahiramites: 39Of Shephupham, the family of the
Shuphamites: and of Hupham, the family of the Huphamites. 40And the sons of Bela were
Ard andNaaman: of Ard, the family of the Ardites: of Naaman, the family of theNaamites.
41These are the sons of Benjaminby their families: and thosewhowerenumberedof them
were forty-five thousand, six hundred. 42 These are the sons of Dan by their families: of
Shuham, the family of the Shuhamites. These are the families of Dan by their families.
43 All the families of the Shuhamites, as they were numbered, were sixty-four thousand,
four hundred. 44 The sons of Asher by their families: of Imnah, the family of the Imnites:
of Ishvi, the family of the Ishvites: of Beriah, the family of the Beriites. 45Of the sons of
Beriah: of Heber, the family of the Heberites: of Malchiel, the family of the Malchielites:
46And the name of the daughter of Asherwas Serah. 47These are the families of the sons of
Asher as theywere numbered, fifty-three thousand, four hundred. 48The sons of Naphtali
by their families: of Jahzeel, the family of the Jahzeelites: ofGuni, the family of theGunites:
49Of Jezer, the family of the Jezerites: of Shillem, the family of the Shillemites. 50These are
the families of Naphtali by their families: and those who were numbered of them were
forty-five thousand, four hundred. 51Those who were numbered of the children of Israel
were six hundred and one thousand, seven hundred and thirty. 52 And the Lord said to
Moses, 53Let there be a division of the land among these, for their heritage, in relation to
thenumberofnames. 54To those familieswhoaremore innumber, giveagreaterheritage;
to those who are less in number, a smaller part: to every one let the heritage be given in
relation to the number in his family. 55But let the distribution of the land be made by the
decision of the Lord: by the names of the tribes of their fathers let their heritage be given
them. 56As it is ordered by the decision of the Lord, let distribution bemadebetween those
who are more in number and those who are less. 57 These were those of the Levites who
werenumberedby their families: of Gershon, the family of theGershonites: of Kohath, the
family of the Kohathites: ofMerari, the family of theMerarites. 58These are the families of
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Levi: the family of the Libnites, the family of theHebronites, the family of theMahlites, the
family of the Mushites, the family of the Korahites. And Kohath was the father of Amram.
59 Amram's wife was Jochebed, the daughter of Levi, whom he had in Egypt: by Amram
she hadMoses and Aaron and their sister Miriam. 60Aaron's sons were Nadab and Abihu,
Eleazar and Ithamar. 61Death overtook Nadab and Abihu when they made an offering of
strangefirebefore theLord. 62Of these, twenty-three thousandmales, fromonemonthold
and over, were numbered: they were not numberedwith the rest of the children of Israel,
for theyhadnoheritageamong the childrenof Israel. 63All thesewerenumberedbyMoses
andEleazar the priestwhen the children of Israelwerenumbered in the lowlands ofMoab
by the Jordan at Jericho. 64But among all these was not one of those numbered by Moses
andAaron thepriestwhen the childrenof Israelwerenumbered in thewaste landof Sinai.
65For the Lord had said of them, Deathwill certainly overtake them in thewaste land. And
of them all, only Caleb, the son of Jephunneh, and Joshua, the son of Nun, were still living.

27
1 Then the daughters of Zelophehad, the son of Hepher, the son of Gilead, the son of

Machir, the son ofManasseh, of the families ofManasseh, the son of Joseph, came forward:
their names are Mahlah, Noah, and Hoglah, and Milcah, and Tirzah. 2 They came before
Moses and Eleazar the priest and the chiefs and all the people at the door of the Tent of
meeting, and said, 3Death overtook our father in the waste land; he was not among those
who were banded together with Korah against the Lord; but death came to him in his sin;
and he had no sons. 4Why is the name of our father to be taken away from among his
family, because he had no son? Give us a heritage among our father's brothers. 5SoMoses
put their cause before the Lord. 6 And the Lord said to Moses, 7 What the daughters of
Zelophehad say is right: certainly you are to give them a heritage among their father's
brothers: and let the property which would have been their father's go to them. 8 And
say to the children of Israel, If a man has no son at the time of his death, let his heritage go
to his daughter. 9And if he has no daughter, then give his heritage to his brothers. 10And
if he has no brothers, then give his heritage to his father's brothers. 11And if his father has
no brothers, then give it to his nearest relation in the family, as his heritage: this is to be a
decision made by law for the children of Israel, as the Lord gave orders to Moses. 12And
the Lord said to Moses, Go up into this mountain of Abarim so that you may see the land
which I have given to the children of Israel. 13And when you have seen it, you will be put
to rest with your people, as your brother Aaron was: 14 Because in the waste land of Zin,
when the peoplewere angry, you and hewent againstmyword and did not keepmyname
holy before their eyes, at the waters. (These are the waters of Meribah in Kadesh in the
waste land of Zin.) 15ThenMoses said to the Lord, 16Let the Lord, the God of the spirits of
all flesh, put aman at the head of this people, 17To go out and come in before them and be
their guide; so that thepeopleof theLordmaynotbe like sheepwithout akeeper. 18And the
Lord said toMoses, Take Joshua, the son of Nun, aman inwhom is the spirit, and put your
hand on him; 19And take him before Eleazar the priest and all the meeting of the people,
and give him his orders before their eyes. 20And put your honour on him, so that all the
children of Israel may be under his authority. 21He will take his place before Eleazar the
priest, so that hemay get directions from the Lord for him,with the Urim: at hisword they
will go out, and at his word they will come in, he and all the children of Israel. 22 SoMoses
did as the Lord said: he took Joshua and put him before Eleazar the priest and themeeting
of the people: 23Andhe put his hands on himand gave himhis orders, as the Lord had said
byMoses.

28
1And the Lord said toMoses, 2Give orders to the children of Israel and say to them, Let it

be your care to give memy offerings at their regular times, the food of the offerings made
byfire tome for a sweet smell. 3Say to them, This is the offeringmadebyfirewhich youare
to give to the Lord; he-lambs of the first yearwithout anymark, two every day as a regular
burned offering. 4 Let one be offered in the morning, and the other at evening; 5And the
tenth part of an ephah of the best meal for a meal offering mixed with the fourth part of
a hin of clear oil. 6 It is a regular burned offering, as it was ordered in Mount Sinai, for
a sweet smell, an offering made by fire to the Lord. 7 And for its drink offering take the
fourth part of a hin for one lamb: in the holy place let the wine be drained out for a drink
offering for the Lord. 8 Let the other lamb be offered at evening; like the meal offering of
the morning and its drink offering, let it be offered as an offering made by fire for a sweet
smell to the Lord. 9 And on the Sabbath day, two he-lambs of the first year, without any
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mark, and two tenth parts of the bestmeal for ameal offeringmixedwith oil, and its drink
offering: 10 This is the burned offering for every Sabbath day, in addition to the regular
burned offering, and its drink offering. 11And on the first day of every month you are to
give a burned offering to the Lord; two oxen, one male sheep, and seven he-lambs of the
first year, without any mark; 12And three tenth parts of the best meal for a meal offering
mixedwith oil, for every ox; and two tenth parts of the bestmeal for ameal offeringmixed
with oil, for the one sheep; 13And a separate tenth part of the best meal mixed with oil for
a meal offering for every lamb; for a burned offering of a sweet smell, an offering made
by fire to the Lord. 14And their drink offerings are to be half a hin of wine for an ox, and
the third part of a hin for a male sheep, and the fourth part of a hin for a lamb: this is the
burned offering for every month through all the months of the year. 15 And one he-goat
for a sin-offering to the Lord; it is to be offered in addition to the regular burned offering
and its drink offering. 16And in the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month, is the
Lord's Passover. 17On the fifteenth day of this month there is to be a feast; for seven days
let your foodbeunleavened cakes. 18On thefirst day there is to be aholymeeting: youmay
do no sort of field-work: 19And you are to give an offeringmade by fire, a burned offering
to the Lord; two oxen, one male sheep, and seven he-lambs of the first year, without any
mark: 20And their meal offering, the best meal mixed with oil: let three tenth parts of an
ephah be offered for an ox and two tenth parts for a male sheep; 21And a separate tenth
part for every one of the seven lambs; 22And one he-goat for a sin-offering to take away
your sin. 23These are to be offered in addition to the morning burned offering, which is a
regular burned offering at all times. 24 In this way, every day for seven days, give the food
of the offering made by fire, a sweet smell to the Lord: it is to be offered in addition to the
regular burned offering, and its drink offering. 25Then on the seventh day there will be a
holymeeting; youmaydonofield-work. 26Andat the timeof thefirst-fruits,whenyougive
anofferingofnewmeal to theLordat your feast ofweeks, there is tobeaholymeeting: you
maydonofield-work: 27Andgiveaburnedoffering for a sweet smell to theLord; twooxen,
one male sheep, and seven he-lambs of the first year; 28And their meal offering, the best
meal mixedwith oil, three tenth parts for an ox, two tenth parts for amale sheep, 29And a
separate tenth part for every one of the seven lambs; 30And one he-goat to take away your
sin. 31These are in addition to the regular burned offering and its meal offering; take care
that they are without anymark, and let them be offered with their drink offerings.

29
1 In the seventh month, on the first day of the month, let there be a holy meeting; on it

youmay do no field-work; let the day bemarked by the blowing of horns; 2And give to the
Lord a burned offering for a sweet smell; one ox, one male sheep, seven he-lambs of the
first year, without any mark on them: 3And their meal offering, the best meal mixed with
oil, three tenth parts for an ox, two tenth parts for a male sheep, 4 And a separate tenth
part for every one of the seven lambs; 5 And one he-goat for a sin-offering, to take away
your sin: 6 In addition to the burned offering of the newmoon, and its meal offering, and
the regular burned offering and its meal offering, and their drink offerings, as they are
ordered, for a sweet smell, an offering made by fire to the Lord. 7And on the tenth day of
this seventh month there will be a holy meeting; keep yourselves from pleasure, and do
no sort of work; 8 And give to the Lord a burned offering for a sweet smell; one ox, one
male sheep, seven he-lambs of the first year: only thosewithout anymark on themmay be
used: 9And their meal offering, the best meal mixed with oil, three tenth parts for an ox,
two tenth parts for amale sheep, 10A separate tenth part for every one of the seven lambs;
11One he-goat for a sin-offering; in addition to the offering for taking away your sin, and
the regular burned offering and its meal offering, and their drink offerings. 12And on the
fifteenth day of the seventhmonth let there be a holy meeting; do no field-work, and keep
a feast to the Lord for seven days; 13And give a burned offering, an offering made by fire
of a sweet smell to the Lord, thirteen oxen, two male sheep, fourteen he-lambs of the first
year, all without any mark on them; 14And their meal offering, the best meal mixed with
oil, three tenth parts for every one of the thirteen oxen, two tenth parts for every male
sheep, 15And a separate tenth part for every one of the fourteen lambs; 16And one he-goat
for a sin-offering; in addition to the regular burned offering, and its meal offering, and its
drink offering. 17On the second day of the feast give an offering of twelve oxen, two male
sheep, fourteen he-lambs of the first year, without any mark on them; 18 And their meal
offering and their drink offerings for the oxen and the sheep and the lambs, in relation
to their number, as it is ordered: 19 And one he-goat for a sin-offering in addition to the
regularburnedoffering, and itsmealoffering, and theirdrinkofferings. 20Andon the third
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day eleven oxen, two male sheep, fourteen he-lambs of the first year, without any mark;
21And theirmeal offering and drink offerings for the oxen, for themale sheep, and for the
lambs, in relation to their number, as it is ordered: 22And one he-goat for a sin-offering; in
addition to the regular burned offering, and itsmeal offering, and its drink offering. 23And
on the fourth day ten oxen, two male sheep, fourteen he-lambs of the first year, without
any mark: 24And their meal offering and their drink offerings for the oxen, for the male
sheep, and for the lambs, in relation to their number, as it is ordered. 25And one he-goat
for a sin-offering; in addition to the regular burned offering, and its meal offering, and
its drink offering. 26 And on the fifth day nine oxen, two male sheep, fourteen he-lambs
of the first year, without any mark: 27 And their meal offering and their drink offerings
for the oxen, for the male sheep, and for the lambs, in relation to their number, as it is
ordered: 28And one he-goat for a sin-offering; in addition to the regular burned offering,
and its meal offering, and its drink offering. 29And on the sixth day eight oxen, two male
sheep, fourteenhe-lambsof thefirst year,without anymark: 30And theirmeal offeringand
their drink offerings for the oxen, for themale sheep, and for the lambs, in relation to their
number, as it is ordered: 31 And one he-goat for a sin-offering; in addition to the regular
burned offering, its meal offering, and its drink offerings. 32And on the seventh day seven
oxen, two male sheep, fourteen he-lambs of the first year, without any mark: 33And their
meal offering and their drink offerings for the oxen, for themale sheep, and for the lambs,
in relation to theirnumber, as it is ordered: 34Andonehe-goat fora sin-offering; inaddition
to the regular burnedoffering, itsmeal offering, and its drink offering. 35On the eighthday
let there be a holy meeting: you may do no field-work; 36And give a burned offering, an
offeringmade by fire of a sweet smell to the Lord: one ox, onemale sheep, seven he-lambs
of thefirst year,without anymark: 37With themeal offering and thedrink offerings for the
ox, the male sheep, and the lambs, in relation to their number, as it is ordered: 38And one
he-goat for a sin-offering; in addition to the regular burned offering, and itsmeal offering,
and its drink offering. 39These are the offerings which you are to give to the Lord at your
regular feasts, in addition to the offerings for an oath, and the free offerings you give, for
your burnedofferings andyourdrink offerings andyourpeace-offerings. 40SoMoses gave
the children of Israel all these directions as the Lord had given him orders.

30
1And Moses said to the heads of the tribes of the children of Israel, This is the order of

the Lord. 2 When a man takes an oath to the Lord, or gives an undertaking having the
force of an oath, let him not go back from his word, but let him do whatever he has said
he will do. 3 If a woman, being young and under the authority of her father, takes an oath
to the Lord or gives an undertaking; 4 If her father, hearing of her oath or the undertaking
she has given, says nothing to her, then all her oaths and every undertaking she has given
will have force. 5 But if her father, hearing of it, makes her take back her word, then the
oaths or the undertakings she has given will have no force; and she will have forgiveness
from the Lord, because her oath was broken by her father. 6 And if she is married to a
husband at the time when she is under an oath or an undertaking given without thought;
7 If her husband, hearing of it, says nothing to her at the time, then the oaths she made
and the undertakings she gave will have force. 8But if her husband, hearing of it, makes
her take it back, then the oath she made and the undertaking she gave without thought
will have no force or effect, and she will have the Lord's forgiveness. 9But an oath made
by a widow or one who is no longer married to her husband, and every undertaking she
has given, will have force. 10 If shemade an oath while she was under the authority of her
husband, 11And her husband, hearing of it, said nothing to her and did not put a stop to it,
then all her oaths and every undertaking she gave will have force. 12But if her husband,
on hearing of it, made themwithout force or effect, then whatever she has said about her
oaths or her undertaking has no force: her husband has made them without effect, and
shewill have theLord's forgiveness. 13Every oath, and everyundertakingwhich she gives,
to keep herself from pleasure, may be supported or broken by her husband. 14 But if the
days go on, and her husband says nothing whatever to her, then he is giving the support
of his authority to her oaths and undertakings, because at the time of hearing them he
said nothing to her. 15 But if at some time after hearing of them, he makes them without
force, thenhe is responsible forherwrongdoing. 16These are the lawswhich theLordgave
Moses in relation to aman and hiswife, or a father and a young daughterwho is under his
authority.
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31
1Then the Lord said to Moses, 2Give the Midianites punishment for the wrong they did

to the children of Israel: and after that you will go to rest with your people. 3 So Moses
said to the people, Let men from among you be armed for war to put into effect against
Midian the Lord's punishment on them. 4 From every tribe of Israel send a thousand to
the war. 5 So from the thousands of Israel a thousand were taken from every tribe, twelve
thousand men armed for war. 6And Moses sent them out to war, a thousand from every
tribe, andwith themPhinehas, the son of Eleazar the priest, taking in his hands the vessels
of the holy place and the horns for sounding the note of war. 7 And they made war on
Midian, as the Lord gave orders to Moses; and they put to death every male. 8 They put
the kings of Midian to death with the rest, Evi and Reken and Zur and Hur and Reba, the
five kings of Midian: and Balaam, the son of Beor, they put to death with the sword. 9The
women of Midian with their little ones the children of Israel took prisoner; and all their
cattle and flocks and all their goods they took for themselves; 10And after burning all their
towns and all their tent-circles, 11 They went away with the goods they had taken, man
and beast. 12 And the prisoners and the goods and everything they had taken, they took
to Moses and Eleazar the priest and the people of Israel, to the tent-circle in the lowlands
of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho. 13 Then Moses and Eleazar the priest and the chiefs of
the people went out to them before they had come into the tent-circle. 14And Moses was
angry with the chiefs of the army, the captains of thousands and the captains of hundreds
who had come back from the war. 15And Moses said to them, Why have you kept all the
women safe? 16 It was these who, moved by Balaam, were the cause of Israel's sin against
the Lord in the question of Peor, because of which disease came on the people of the Lord.
17So now put everymale child to death, and everywomanwho has had sex relations with
a man. 18 But all the female children who have had no sex relations with men, you may
keep for yourselves. 19 You yourselves will have to keep outside the tent-circle for seven
days, anyone of you who has put any person to death or come near a dead body; and on
the third day and on the seventh day make yourselves and your prisoners clean. 20 And
every bit of clothing, and anythingmade of leather or goats' hair orwood, you are tomake
clean. 21 Then Eleazar the priest said to the men of war who had been to the fight, This is
the rule of the lawwhich the Lord has given toMoses: 22But gold and silver and brass and
iron and tin and lead, 23Andanythingwhichmaybeheated, is to go through thefire andbe
made clean; but in addition it is to beput in thewater of cleaning: andanythingwhichmay
not go through the fire is to be put in the water. 24And on the seventh day, after washing
your clothing, you will be clean, and then you may come into the tent-circle. 25 And the
Lord said to Moses, 26 Get an account of everything which was taken in the war, of man
and of beast, you and Eleazar the priest and the heads of families of the people: 27And let
division bemade of it into two parts, one for themen ofwarwhowent out to the fight, and
one for all the people: 28And from themen of warwhowent out let there be offered to the
Lord one out of every five hundred, from the persons, and from the oxen and asses and
sheep: 29Take this from their part and give it to Eleazar the priest as an offering to be lifted
up to the Lord. 30And from the part given to the children of Israel, take one out of every
fifty, from the persons, and from the oxen and asses and sheep, and give it to the Levites
who have the care of the House of the Lord. 31 So Eleazar and Moses did as the Lord had
given orders to Moses. 32Now the beasts taken, in addition to what the fighting-men took
for themselves, were six hundred and seventy-five thousand sheep, 33 And seventy-two
thousand oxen, 34And sixty-one thousand asses; 35And thirty-two thousand persons, that
is,womenwhohadneverhadsexrelationswithaman. 36And thehalf givenas theirpart to
themenwhowent to thewar, was three hundred and thirty-seven thousand, five hundred
sheep, 37 Of which the Lord's part was six hundred and seventy-five. 38 The number of
oxen was thirty-six thousand, of which the Lord's part was seventy-two; 39The number of
asseswas thirty thousand, five hundred, ofwhich the Lord's partwas sixty-one. 40And the
number of personswas sixteen thousand, ofwhich the Lord's partwas thirty-two persons.
41AndMoses gave the Lord's part, lifted up as an offering, to Eleazar the priest, as the Lord
hadgivenorders toMoses. 42And from thehalf given to the childrenof Israel,whichMoses
had kept separate from that given to the fighting-men, 43 (Now the people's half was three
hundred and thirty-seven thousand, five hundred sheep, 44And thirty-six thousand oxen,
45And thirty thousand, five hundred asses, 46And sixteen thousand persons;) 47Even from
the children of Israel's half, Moses took one out of every fifty, men and beasts, and gave
them to the Levites who had the care of the House of the Lord; as the Lord gave orders
to Moses. 48 Then the men in authority over the thousands of the army, the captains of
thousands and captains of hundreds, came to Moses, 49 And said to him, Your servants



Numbers 31:50 119 Numbers 32:33

have taken note of the number of all the fighting-men under our orders, and every one is
present; 50Andwehavehere anoffering for theLord fromwhat everyman took in thewar,
ornaments of gold, leg-chains and arm-rings, finger-rings, ear-rings, and neck-ornaments,
to make our souls free from sin before the Lord. 51 So Moses and Eleazar the priest took
the gold from them, even all the worked ornaments. 52And the gold which the captains of
thousands and captains of hundreds gave, as an offering to be lifted up before the Lord,
came to sixteen thousand, seven hundred and fifty shekels. 53 (For every man of the army
had taken goods for himself in thewar.) 54ThenMoses and Eleazar the priest took the gold
given by the captains of thousands and captains of hundreds, and took it into the Tent of
meeting, to be a sign inmemory of the children of Israel before the Lord.

32
1Now the children of Reuben and the children of Gad had a great number of cattle: and

when they saw that the land of Jazer and the land of Gilead was a good place for cattle;
2 The children of Gad and the children of Reuben came and said to Moses and to Eleazar
thepriest and to the chiefs of themeeting, 3Ataroth, andDibon, and Jazer, andNimrah, and
Heshbon, andElealeh, andSebam, andNebo, andBeon, 4The landwhich theLordgave into
the hands of the children of Israel, is a land for cattle, and your servants have cattle. 5And
they said, With your approval, let this land be given to your servants as their heritage: do
not takeusover Jordan. 6AndMoses said to the childrenofGadand the childrenofReuben,
Are your brothers to go to the war, while you take your rest here? 7Why would you take
from the children of Israel the desire to go over into the land which the Lord has given
them? 8 So did your fathers, when I sent them from Kadesh-barnea to see the land. 9 For
when they went up to the valley of Eshcol, and saw the land, they took from the children
of Israel the desire to go into the land which the Lord had given them. 10And at that time
the Lord was moved to wrath, and made an oath, saying, 11 Truly, not one of the men of
twenty years old and over who came out of Egypt will see the land which I gave by oath
to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; because they have not been true to me with all their heart;
12But only Caleb, the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite, and Joshua, the son of Nun: because
they have been true to the Lord. 13Then the Lordwas angrywith Israel, and hemade them
wanderers in the waste land for forty years? till all that generation who had done evil in
the eyes of the Lordwas dead. 14And now you have come to take the place of your fathers,
another generation of sinners, increasing the wrath of the Lord against Israel. 15 For if
you are turned away from him, hewill send themwandering again in the waste land; and
you will be the cause of the destruction of all this people. 16 Then they came to him, and
said, We will make safe places for our cattle here, and towns for our little ones; 17But we
ourselves will be ready armed to go before the children of Israel till we have taken them
to their place: but our little ones will be safe in the walled towns against the people of
the land. 18We will not come back to our houses till every one of the children of Israel
has come into his heritage. 19 For we will not have our heritage with them on the other
side of Jordan and forward; because our heritage has come to us on this side of Jordan to
the east. 20 Then Moses said to them, If you will do this, arming yourselves to go before
the Lord to the war, 21 Every armed man of you going across Jordan before the Lord till
he has overcome and sent in flight all who are against him, 22 And the land is under the
rule of the Lord: then after that you may come back, having done no wrong to the Lord
and to Israel; and this land will be yours for your heritage before the Lord. 23 But if you
do not do this, then you are sinners against the Lord; and you may be certain that your
sin will have its reward. 24 So get to work building your towns for your little ones, and
safe places for your sheep; and do as you have said. 25 And the children of Gad and the
children of Reuben said to Moses, Your servants will do as my lord says. 26Our little ones,
our wives, and our flocks, and all our cattle, will be there in the towns of Gilead; 27 But
your servants will go over, every man armed for war, before the Lord to the fight, as my
lord says. 28 So Moses gave orders about them to Eleazar the priest and to Joshua, the son
of Nun, and to the heads of families of the tribes of the children of Israel. 29AndMoses said
to them, If the children of Gad and the children of Reuben go with you over Jordan, every
man armed for the fight before the Lord, and all the land is given into your hands, then let
them have the land of Gilead for a heritage: 30But if they do not go over with you armed,
theywill have to take their heritagewith you in the land of Canaan. 31Then the children of
Gad and the children of Reuben said, As the Lord has said to your servants, so will we do.
32Wewill go over armed before the Lord into the land of Canaan, and youwill give us our
heritage on this side of Jordan. 33 So Moses gave to them, even to the children of Gad and
the children of Reuben and to the half-tribe of Manasseh, the son of Joseph, the kingdom
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of Sihon, king of the Amorites and Og, king of Bashan, all the land with its towns and the
country round them. 34And the children of Gad were the builders of Dibon and Ataroth
and Aroer; 35And Atroth-shophan and Jazer and Jogbehah; 36And Beth-nimrah and Beth-
haran: walled towns and shut-in places for sheep. 37And the children of Reubenwere the
buildersofHeshbonandElealehandKiriathaim; 38AndNeboandBaal-meon, (theirnames
being changed,) and Sibmah: and they gave other names to the towns they made. 39And
the children of Machir, the son of Manasseh, went to Gilead and took it, driving out the
Amoriteswhowere living there. 40AndMoses gave Gilead toMachir, the son ofManasseh;
and he made it his living-place. 41And Jair, the son of Manasseh, went and took the towns
of Gilead, naming them Havvoth-Jair. 42 And Nobah went and took Kenath and its small
towns, naming it Nobah, after himself.

33
1These are the journeys of the children of Israel, when theywent out of the land of Egypt

in their armies, under the direction of Moses and Aaron. 2And the stages of their journey
on their way out were put down in writing by Moses at the order of the Lord: these are
the stages of their journey and the way they went. 3On the fifteenth day of the first month
they went out from Rameses; on the day after the Passover the children of Israel went out
by the power of the Lord before the eyes of all the Egyptians, 4While the Egyptians were
placing in the earth the bodies of their sons on whom the Lord had sent destruction: and
their gods had been judged by him. 5 So the children of Israel went from Rameses and
put up their tents in Succoth. 6And they went on from Succoth and put up their tents in
Ethamon the edge of thewaste land. 7And fromEtham, turning back to Pi-hahirothwhich
is before Baal-zephon, they put up their tents before Migdol. 8 And journeying on from
before Hahiroth, they went through the sea into the waste land: they went three days'
journey through the waste land of Etham and put up their tents in Marah. 9 And from
Marah they went on to Elim: and in Elim there were twelve water-springs and seventy
palm-trees; and they put up their tents there. 10And they went on from Elim and put up
their tents by the Red Sea. 11 Then from the Red Sea they went on and put up their tents
in the waste land of Sin. 12And they went on from the waste land of Sin, and put up their
tents in Dophkah. 13 And they went on from Dophkah, and put up their tents in Alush.
14And they went on from Alush, and put up their tents in Rephidim, where there was no
drinking-water for the people. 15And they went on from Rephidim, and put up their tents
in thewaste landof Sinai. 16And theywent on from thewaste landof Sinai andput up their
tents in Kibroth-hattaavah. 17And theywent on fromKibroth-hattaavah, and put up their
tents in Hazeroth. 18And they went on from Hazeroth, and put up their tents in Rithmah.
19And they went on from Rithmah, and put up their tents in Rimmon-perez. 20And they
went on from Rimmon-perez, and put up their tents in Libnah. 21And they went on from
Libnah, and put up their tents in Rissah. 22And theywent on fromRissah, and put up their
tents in Kehelathah. 23And theywent on fromKehelathah, and put up their tents inMount
Shepher. 24 And they went on from Mount Shepher, and put up their tents in Haradah.
25And they went on fromHaradah, and put up their tents in Makheloth. 26And they went
on from Makheloth, and put up their tents in Tahath. 27 And they went on from Tahath,
and put up their tents in Terah. 28And they went on from Terah, and put up their tents in
Mithkah. 29And theywent on fromMithkah, and put up their tents in Hashmonah. 30And
they went on from Hashmonah, and put up their tents in Moseroth. 31And they went on
from Moseroth, and put up their tents in Bene-jaakan. 32 And they went on from Bene-
jaakan, and put up their tents inHor-haggidgad. 33And theywent on fromHor-haggidgad,
and put up their tents in Jotbathah. 34And they went on from Jotbathah, and put up their
tents inAbronah. 35And theywent on fromAbronah, andput up their tents in Ezion-geber.
36And theywenton fromEzion-geber, andputup their tents in thewaste landofZin (which
is Kadesh). 37And they went on from Kadesh, and put up their tents in Mount Hor, on the
edge of the land of Edom. 38And Aaron the priest went up into the mountain at the order
of the Lord, and came to his death there, in the fortieth year after the children of Israel had
come out of the land of Egypt, in the fifth month, on the first day of the month. 39Aaron
was a hundred and twenty-three years old at the time of his death in Mount Hor. 40And
news of the coming of the children of Israel came to the king of Arad, the Canaanite, who
was living in the South in the land of Canaan. 41And from Mount Hor they went on, and
put up their tents in Zalmonah. 42And theywent on fromZalmonah, and put up their tents
in Punon. 43And they went on from Punon, and put up their tents in Oboth. 44And they
went on fromOboth, and put up their tents in Iye-abarim at the edge of Moab. 45And they
went on from Iyim, and put up their tents in Dibon-gad. 46And from Dibon-gad they went
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on, and put up their tents in Almon-diblathaim. 47And from Almon-diblathaim they went
on, and put up their tents in the mountains of Abarim, before Nebo. 48And they went on
from the mountains of Abarim, and put up their tents in the lowlands of Moab by Jordan
at Jericho; 49Planting their tents by the side of Jordan from Beth-jeshimoth as far as Abel-
shittim in the lowlands of Moab. 50And in the lowlands of Moab by Jordan at Jericho, the
Lord said to Moses, 51 Say to the children of Israel, When you go over Jordan into the land
of Canaan, 52 See that all the people of the land are forced out from before you, and put to
destruction all their pictured stones, and all their metal images, and all their high places:
53And take the land for yourselves, for your resting-place: for to you I have given the land
as your heritage. 54And you will take up your heritage in the land by the decision of the
Lord, to every family its part; thegreater the family thegreater itsheritage, and the smaller
the family the smaller will be its heritage; wherever the decision of the Lord gives to any
manhis part, thatwill be his; distributionwill bemade to youbyyour fathers' tribes. 55But
if you are slow in driving out the people of the land, then those of themwho are still there
will be like pin-points in your eyes and like thorns in your sides, troubling you in the land
where you are living. 56And it will come about that as it was my purpose to do to them, so
I will do to you.

34
1And theLord said toMoses, 2Giveorders to the childrenof Israel and say to them,When

you come into the land of Canaan; (this is the landwhich is to be your heritage, the land of
Canaan inside these limits,) 3 Then your south quarter will be from the waste land of Zin
by the side of Edom, and your limit on the south will be from the east end of the Salt Sea,
4And round to the south of the slope of Akrabbim, and on to Zin: and its direction will be
south of Kadesh-barnea, and it will go as far as Hazar-addar and on to Azmon: 5And from
Azmon it will go round to the stream of Egypt as far as the sea. 6And for your limit on the
west youwill have theGreat Sea and its edge: thiswill be your limit on thewest. 7Andyour
limit on the northwill be the line from the Great Sea toMount Hor: 8And fromMount Hor
the linewill go in thedirection ofHamath; the farthest point of itwill be at Zedad: 9And the
limit will go on to Ziphron, with its farthest point at Hazar-enan: this will be your limit on
the north. 10And on the east, your limit will be marked out fromHazar-enan to Shepham,
11 Going down from Shepham to Riblah on the east side of Ain, and on as far as the east
side of the sea of Chinnereth: 12And so down to Jordan, stretching to the Salt Sea: all the
land inside these limits will be yours. 13 And Moses gave orders to the children of Israel
saying, This is the land which is to be your heritage, by the decision of the Lord, which by
the Lord's order is to be given to the nine tribes and the half-tribe: 14 For the tribe of the
children of Reuben, by their fathers' families, and the tribe of the children of Gad, by their
fathers' families, and the half-tribe of Manasseh, have been given their heritage: 15 The
two tribes and the half-tribe have been given their heritage on the other side of Jordan at
Jericho, on the east looking to the dawn. 16 And the Lord said to Moses, 17 These are the
names of the men who are to make the distribution of the land among you: Eleazar the
priest and Joshua, the son of Nun. 18 And you are to take one chief from every tribe to
make the distribution of the land. 19And these are the names of the men: of the tribe of
Judah, Caleb, the son of Jephunneh. 20And of the tribe of the children of Simeon, Shemuel,
the son of Ammihud. 21Of the tribe of Benjamin, Elidad, the son of Chislon. 22And of the
tribe of the children of Dan, a chief, Bukki, the son of Jogli. 23Of the children of Joseph:
of the tribe of the children of Manasseh, a chief, Hanniel, the son of Ephod: 24And of the
tribe of the children of Ephraim, a chief, Kemuel, the son of Shiphtan. 25And of the tribe
of the children of Zebulun, a chief, Elizaphan, the son of Parnach. 26And of the tribe of the
children of Issachar, a chief, Paltiel, the son of Azzan. 27And of the tribe of the children of
Asher, a chief, Ahihud, the son of Shelomi. 28And of the tribe of the children of Naphtali,
a chief, Pedahel, the son of Ammihud. 29 These are they to whom the Lord gave orders to
make the distribution of the heritage among the children of Israel in the land of Canaan.

35
1And the Lord said to Moses in the lowlands of Moab by Jordan at Jericho, 2Give orders

to the children of Israel to give to the Levites, from the heritage which is theirs, towns for
themselves, with land on the outskirts of the towns. 3 These towns are to be their living-
places,with land round themfor their cattle and their foodandall their beasts, 4Stretching
from the wall of the towns a distance of a thousand cubits all round. 5Themeasure of this
space of land is to be two thousand cubits outside the town on the east, and two thousand
cubits on the south and on the west and on the north, the town being in the middle. This
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space will be the outskirts of their towns. 6And the towns which you give the Levites are
to be the six safe places to which the taker of life may go in flight; and in addition you are
to give them forty-two towns. 7 Forty-eight towns are to be given to the Levites, all with
land round them. 8And these towns are to be given out of the heritage of the children of
Israel, taking the greater number from thosewho havemuch, and a smaller number from
thosewho have little: everyone, in themeasure of his heritage, is to give of his property to
the Levites. 9And the Lord said to Moses, 10 Say to the children of Israel, when you have
gone over Jordan into the land of Canaan; 11Then let certain towns be marked out as safe
places to which anyone who takes the life of another in error may go in flight. 12 In these
towns you may be safe from him who has the right of punishment; so that death may not
overtake the taker of life till he has been judged by the meeting of the people. 13 Six of the
towns which you give will be such safe places; 14 Three on the other side of Jordan and
three in the land of Canaan, to be safe places for flight. 15For the children of Israel and for
the man from another country who is living among them, these six towns are to be safe
places, where anyone causing the death of another through errormay go in flight. 16But if
a man gives another man a blow with an iron instrument, causing his death, he is a taker
of life and is certainly to be put to death. 17Or if he gives him a blow with a stone in his
hand, causing his death, he is a taker of life and is certainly to be put to death. 18Or if he
gave him blows with a wood instrument in his hands, causing his death, he is a taker of
life and is certainly to be put to death. 19Hewhose right it is to give punishment for blood,
may himself put to death the taker of life when he comes face to face with him. 20 If in
his hate he put a sword through him, or waiting secretly for him sent a spear or stone at
him, causing his death; 21Or in hate gave him blows with his hand, causing death; he who
gave the death-blow is to be put to death; he is a taker of life: he whose right it is to give
punishment for blood may put to death the taker of life when he comes face to face with
him. 22 But if a man has given a wound to another suddenly and not in hate, or without
design has sent something against him, 23Or has given him a blow with a stone, without
seeing him, so causing his death, though he had nothing against him and no desire to do
him evil: 24 Then let the meeting of the people be judge between the man responsible for
the death and himwho has the right of punishment for blood, acting by these rules: 25And
let the people keep theman responsible for the death safe from the hands of himwho has
the right of punishment for blood, and send him back to his safe townwhere he had gone
in flight: there let himbe till the death of the high priest whowasmarkedwith the holy oil.
26But if ever he goes outside the walls of the safe townwhere he had gone in flight, 27And
the giver of punishment, meeting him outside the walls of the town, puts him to death, he
will not be responsible for his blood: 28 Because he had been ordered to keep inside the
safe town till the death of the high priest: but after the death of the high priest the taker
of life may come back to the place of his heritage. 29 These rules are to be your guide in
judging through all your generations wherever you may be living. 30Anyone causing the
death of another is himself to be put to death on theword ofwitnesses: but theword of one
witness is not enough. 31 Further, no price may be given for the life of one who has taken
life andwhose right reward is death: he is certainly to be put to death. 32Andno pricemay
be offered for onewhohas gone inflight to a safe town, for the purpose of letting himcome
back to his place before the death of the high priest. 33 So do not make the land where you
are livingunholy: for bloodmakes the landunholy: and there is nowayofmaking the land
free from the blood which has come on it, but only by the death of himwhowas the cause
of it. 34Do not make unclean the land where you are living and in which is my House: for
I the Lord am present among the children of Israel.

36
1Now the heads of the families of the children of Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of

Manasseh, of the families of the sons of Joseph, came to Moses, the chiefs and the heads
of families of the children of Israel being present, 2And said, The Lord gave orders to my
lord tomake distribution of the land as their heritage to the children of Israel: andmy lord
was ordered by the Lord to give the heritage of Zelophehad, our brother, to his daughters.
3Now if they get married to any of the sons of other tribes of the children of Israel, then
their property will be taken away from the heritage of our fathers, and become part of the
heritage of the tribe into which they get married: and their heritage will be taken away
from the heritage of our tribe. 4 And at the time of the Jubilee of the children of Israel,
their property will be joined to the heritage of the tribe of which they are part and will be
taken away from the heritage of the tribe of our fathers. 5 So by the direction of the Lord,
Moses gave orders to the children of Israel, saying, What the tribe of the sons of Joseph
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have said is right. 6 This is the order of the Lord about the daughters of Zelophehad: The
Lord says, Let them take as their husbands whoever is most pleasing to them, but only
among the family of their father's tribe. 7 And so no property will be handed from tribe
to tribe among the children of Israel; but every one of the children of Israel will keep the
heritage of his father's tribe. 8 And every daughter owning property in any tribe of the
children of Israel is to be married to one of the family of her father's tribe, so that every
man of the children of Israel may keep the heritage of his fathers. 9And no property will
be handed from one tribe to another, but every tribe of the children of Israel will keep its
heritage. 10 So the daughters of Zelophehad did as the Lord gave orders to Moses: 11 For
Mahlah, Tirzah, and Hoglah, and Milcah, and Noah, the daughters of Zelophehad, took as
their husbands the sons of their father's brothers: 12And were married into the families
of the sons ofManasseh, the son of Joseph, and their propertywas kept in the tribe of their
father's family 13These are the laws and the orders which the Lord gave to the children of
Israel byMoses, in the lowlands of Moab by Jordan at Jericho.
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The Fifth Book of Moses,
Commonly Called
Deuteronomy

1These are thewordswhichMoses said to all Israel on the far side of Jordan, in thewaste
land in the Arabah opposite Suph, between Paran on the one side, and Tophel, Laban,
Hazeroth, and Dizahab on the other. 2 It is eleven days' journey from Horeb by the way
of Mount Seir to Kadesh-barnea. 3Now in the fortieth year, on the first day of the eleventh
month, Moses gave to the children of Israel all the orders which the Lord had given him
for them; 4 After he had overcome Sihon, king of the Amorites, ruling in Heshbon, and
Og, king of Bashan, ruling in Ashtaroth, at Edrei: 5On the far side of Jordan in the land of
Moab, Moses gave the people this law, saying, 6The Lord our God said to us in Horeb, You
have been long enough in this mountain: 7Make a move now, and go on your way into
the hill-country of the Amorites and the places near it, in the Arabah and the hill-country
and in the lowlands and in the South and by the seaside, all the land of the Canaanites, and
Lebanon, as far as the great river, the river Euphrates. 8 See, all the land is before you:
go in and take for yourselves the land which the Lord gave by an oath to your fathers,
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and to their seed after them. 9 At that time I said to you, I
am not able to undertake the care of you by myself; 10 The Lord your God has given you
increase, and now you are like the stars of heaven in number. 11May the Lord, the God of
your fathers, make you a thousand times greater in number than you are, and give you his
blessing as he has said! 12How is it possible formebymyself to be responsible for you, and
undertake theweight of all your troubles and your arguments? 13Take for yourselvesmen
whoarewise, far-seeing, and respected amongyou, fromyour tribes, and Iwillmake them
rulers over you. 14And youmade answer and said to me, It is good for us to do as you say.
15 So I took the heads of your tribes, wise men and respected, and made them rulers over
you, captains of thousands and captains of hundreds and captains of fifties and captains of
tens, and overseers of your tribes. 16And at that time I gave orders to your judges, saying,
Let all questions between your brothers come before you for hearing, and give decisions
uprightlybetweenamanandhis brotherorone fromanothernationwho iswithhim. 17 In
judging, donot let aman's positionhave anyweightwith you; givehearing equally to small
and great; have no fear of anyman, for it is Godwho is judge: and any cause in which you
arenot able to give adecision, youare to put beforemeand Iwill give it a hearing. 18Andat
that time I gave you all the orders which you were to do. 19Then we went on from Horeb,
through all that great and cruel waste which you saw, on our way to the hill-country of
the Amorites, as the Lord gave us orders; and we came to Kadesh-barnea. 20And I said to
you, You have come to the hill-country of the Amorites, which the Lord our God is giving
us. 21 See now, the Lord your God has put the land into your hands: go up and take it, as
the Lord, the God of your fathers, has said to you; have no fear and do not be troubled.
22And you came near to me, every one of you, and said, Let us send men before us to go
through the land with care and give us an account of the way we are to go and the towns
to which we will come. 23And what you said seemed good to me, and I took twelve men
fromamong you, one from every tribe; 24And theywent up into the hill-country and came
to the valley of Eshcol, and saw what was there. 25And taking in their hands some of the
fruit of the land, they came down again to us, and gave us their account, saying, It is a good
land which the Lord our God is giving us. 26But going against the order of the Lord your
God, you would not go up: 27 And you made an angry outcry in your tents, and said, In
his hate for us the Lord has taken us out of the land of Egypt, to give us up into the hands
of the Amorites for our destruction. 28Where are we going up? Our brothers have made
our hearts feeble with fear by saying, The people are greater and taller than we are, and
the towns are great and walled up to heaven; and more than this, we have seen the sons
of the Anakim there. 29 Then I said to you, Have no fear of them. 30 The Lord your God
who goes before youwill be fighting for you, andwill do suchwonders as he did for you in
Egypt before your eyes; 31And in the waste land, where you have seen how the Lord was
supporting you, as a man does his son, in all your journeying till you came to this place.
32 But for all this, you had no faith in the Lord your God, 33Who goes before you on your
way, looking for a place where you may put up your tents, in fire by night, lighting up the
way you are to go, and in a cloud by day. 34And the Lord, hearing your words, was angry,
and saidwith an oath, 35Truly, not one of this evil generationwill see that good landwhich
I said I would give to your fathers, 36 But only Caleb, the son of Jephunneh, he will see it;
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and to him and to his children I will give the land over which his feet have gone, because
he has been true to the Lordwith all his heart. 37And, in addition, the Lordwas angrywith
me because of you, saying, You yourself will not go into it: 38 Joshua, the son of Nun, your
servant, he will go into the land: say to him that he is to be strong, for he will be Israel's
guide into their heritage. 39And your little ones, who, you said, would come into strange
hands, your children, who now have no knowledge of good or evil, they will go into that
land, and to them I will give it and it will be theirs. 40But as for you, go back, journeying
into the waste land by the way of the Red Sea. 41 Then you said to me, We have done evil
against the Lord, we will go up to the attack, as the Lord our God has given us orders. And
arming yourselves every one, you made ready to go up without care into the hill-country.
42And the Lord said tome, Say to them, Do not go up to the attack; for I amnot among you,
and you will be overcome by those who are against you. 43This I said to you, but you gave
no attention and went against the orders of the Lord, and in your pride went up into the
hill-country. 44And the Amorites who were in the hill-country came out against you and
put you to flight, rushing after you like bees, and overcame you in Seir, driving you even
as far as Hormah. 45And you came back, weeping before the Lord; but the Lord gave no
attention to your cries and did not give ear to you. 46 So you were kept waiting in Kadesh
for a long time.

2
1 Then we went back, journeying into the waste land by the way to the Red Sea, as the

Lord had said tome: andwewere a long time going roundMount Seir. 2And the Lord said
tome, 3You have been journeying round this mountain long enough: now go to the north;
4And give the people orders, saying, You are about to go through the land of your brothers,
the childrenofEsau,whoare living inSeir; and theywill have fearof you; so take carewhat
you do: 5Make no attack on them, for I will not give you any of their land, not even space
enough foraman's foot: because IhavegivenMountSeir toEsau forhisheritage. 6Youmay
get food for your needs from them for a price, andwater for drinking. 7For the blessing of
theLordyourGodhasbeenonyou in all theworkof yourhands: hehas knowledge of your
wanderings through this great waste: these forty years the Lord your God has been with
you, and you have been short of nothing. 8 So we went on past our brothers, the children
of Esau, living in Seir, by the road through the Arabah, from Elath and Ezion-geber. And
turning, we went by the road through the waste land of Moab. 9And the Lord said to me,
Make no attack on Moab and do not go to war with them, for I will not give you any of his
land: because I have given Ar to the children of Lot for their heritage. 10 (In the past the
Emimwere living there; a great people, equal innumbers to theAnakimandas tall; 11They
arenumberedamong theRephaim, like theAnakim; but arenamedEmimby theMoabites.
12And the Horites in earlier times were living in Seir, but the children of Esau took their
place; they sent destruction on them and took their land for themselves, as Israel did to
the land of his heritage which the Lord gave them.) 13Get up now, and go over the stream
Zered. So we went over the stream Zered. 14Thirty-eight years had gone by from the time
whenwe came away fromKadesh-barnea till wewent over the streamZered; by that time
all the generation of the men of war among us were dead, as the Lord had said. 15 For the
handof theLordwasagainst them,working their destruction, till allweredead. 16Sowhen
death had overtaken all the men of war among the people, 17 The word of the Lord came
to me, saying, 18 You are about to go by Ar, the limit of the country of Moab; 19And when
youcomenear the landof the childrenofAmmon, give themnocauseof trouble anddonot
makewaron them, for Iwill not give youanyof the landof the childrenofAmmon for your
heritage: because I have given it to the children of Lot. 20 (That land is said to have been
a land of the Rephaim, for Rephaim had been living there in earlier times, but they were
named Zamzummim by the Ammonites; 21 They were a great people, tall as the Anakim,
and equal to them in number; but the Lord sent destruction on them and the children of
Ammon took their place, living in their land; 22As he did for the children of Esau living in
Seir, when he sent destruction on the Horites before them, and they took their landwhere
they are living to this day: 23And the Avvim, living in the small towns as far as Gaza, came
to destruction by the hands of the Caphtorim who came out from Caphtor and took their
land.) 24Get up now, and go on your journey, crossing over the valley of the Arnon: see,
I have given into your hands Sihon, the Amorite, king of Heshbon, and all his land: go
forward to make it yours, and make war on him, 25From now on I will put the fear of you
in all peoples under heaven, who, hearing of you, will be shaking with fear and grief of
heart because of you. 26 Then from the waste land of Kedemoth I sent representatives to
Sihon, king of Heshbon, withwords of peace, saying, 27Letme go through your land: I will
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keep to the highway, not turning to the right or to the left; 28 Let me have food, at a price,
for my needs, and water for drinking: only let me go through on foot; 29As the children of
Esau did for me in Seir and the Moabites in Ar; till I have gone over Jordan into the land
which the Lord our God is giving us. 30 But Sihon, king of Heshbon, would not let us go
through; for the Lord your Godmade his spirit hard and his heart strong, so that hemight
give him up into your hands as at this day. 31And the Lord said to me, See, from now on I
have given Sihon and his land into your hands: go forward now to take his land andmake
it yours. 32Then Sihon came out against us with all his people, to make an attack on us at
Jahaz. 33And theLordourGodgavehim intoourhands; andweovercamehimandhis sons
and all his people. 34At that time we took all his towns, and gave them over to complete
destruction, togetherwithmen,women, andchildren;wehadnomercyonany: 35Only the
cattle we took for ourselves, with the goods from the towns we had taken. 36 From Aroer
on the edge of the valley of the Arnon and from the town in the valley as far as Gilead, no
town was strong enough to keep us out; the Lord our God gave them all into our hands:
37 But you did not go near the land of the children of Ammon, that is, all the side of the
river Jabbok or the towns of the hill-country, wherever the Lord our God had saidwewere
not to go.

3
1Then turning we took the road to Bashan: and Og, king of Bashan, came out against us

with all his people, and made an attack on us at Edrei. 2And the Lord said to me, Have no
fear of him: for I have given him and all his people and his land into your hands; do to him
as you did to Sihon, king of the Amorites, who was ruling in Heshbon. 3 So the Lord our
God gave up Og, king of Bashan, and all his people into our hands; and we overcame him
so completely that all his people came to their end in the fight. 4At that timewe took all his
towns; there was not one town of the sixty towns, all the country of Argob, the kingdom
of Og in Bashan, which we did not take. 5All these towns had high walls round themwith
doors and locks; and in addition we took a great number of unwalled towns. 6 And we
put them to the curse, every town together with men, women, and children. 7 But we
took for ourselves all the cattle and the stored wealth of the towns. 8At that time we took
their land from the two kings of the Amorites on the far side of Jordan, from the valley
of the Arnon to Mount Hermon; 9 (By the Sidonians, Hermon is named Sirion, and by the
Amorites Shenir;) 10 All the towns of the table-land and all Gilead and Bashan as far as
Salecah and Edrei, towns of the kingdom of Og in Bashan. 11 (For Og, king of Bashan, was
the last of all the Rephaim; his bed was made of iron; is it not in Rabbah, in the land of
the children of Ammon? It was nine cubits long and four cubits wide, measured by the
common cubit.) 12And this land which we took at that time, from Aroer by the valley of
the Arnon, and half the hill-country of Gilead with its towns, I gave to the Reubenites and
the Gadites. 13The rest of Gilead and all Bashan, the kingdom of Og, all the land of Argob,
together with Bashan, I gave to the half-tribe ofManasseh. (This land is named the land of
the Rephaim. 14 Jair, the son of Manasseh, took all the land of Argob, as far as the country
of the Geshurites and theMaacathites, naming it, Bashan, Havvoth-Jair after himself, as it
is to this day.) 15And Gilead I gave to Machir. 16And the land from Gilead to the valley of
the Arnon, with the middle of the valley as a limit, as far as the river Jabbok which is the
limit of the country of the children of Ammon, I gave to the Reubenites and the Gadites;
17As well as the Arabah, with the river Jordan as their limit, from Chinnereth to the Salt
Sea, under the slopes of Pisgah to the east. 18 At that time I gave you orders, saying, The
Lord has given you this land for your heritage: all the men of war are to go over armed
before your brothers the children of Israel. 19But yourwives and your little ones and your
cattle (for it is clear that you have much cattle) may go on living in the towns I have given
you; 20 Till the Lord has given rest to your brothers as to you, and till they have taken for
themselves the land which the Lord your God is giving them on the other side of Jordan:
then you may go back, every man of you, to the heritage which I have given you. 21And
I gave orders to Joshua at that time, saying, Your eyes have seen what the Lord your God
has done to these two kings: so will the Lord do to all the kingdoms into which you come.
22Have no fear of them, for the Lord your God will be fighting for you. 23And at that time
I made request to the Lord, saying, 24O Lord God, you have now for the first time let your
servant seeyourgreatpowerand thestrengthofyourhand; forwhatgod is there inheaven
or on earth able to do such great works and such acts of power? 25Let me go over, O Lord,
and see the good land on the other side of Jordan, and that fair mountain country, even
Lebanon. 26But the Lord was angry with me because of you and would not give ear to my
prayer; and the Lord said to me, Let it be enough, say no more about this thing. 27Go up
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to the top of Pisgah, and turning your eyes to the west and the north, to the south and the
east, see the land with your eyes: for you are not to go over Jordan. 28But give my orders
to Joshua, comforting him and making him strong; for he is to go over Jordan at the head
of this people, and he will give them this land which you will see for their heritage. 29 So
wewere waiting in the valley facing Beth-peor.

4
1Andnowgiveear,O Israel, to the lawsand thedecisionswhich Iamteachingyou, anddo

them; so that life may be yours, and youmay go in and take for yourselves the land which
the Lord, the God of your fathers, is giving you. 2Make no addition to the orders which I
give you, and take nothing from them, but keep the orders of the Lord your God which I
give you. 3 Your eyes have seen what the Lord did because of Baal-peor: for destruction
came from the Lord on all those among you who went after Baal-peor. 4But you who kept
faith with the Lord are living, every one of you, today. 5 I have been teaching you laws and
decisions, as I was ordered to do by the Lord my God, so that you might keep them in the
land to which you are going to take it for your heritage. 6 So keep these laws and do them;
for sowill yourwisdom and good sense be clear in the eyes of the peoples, who hearing all
these lawswill say, Truly, this great nation is awise and far-seeing people. 7Forwhat great
nation has a god so near to them as the Lord our God is, whenever we are turned to him
in prayer? 8 And what great nation has laws and decisions so right as all this law which
I put before you today? 9 Only take care, and keep watch on your soul, for fear that the
things which your eyes have seen go from your memory and from your heart all the days
of your life; but let the knowledge of thembe given to your children and to your children's
children; 10 That day when you were waiting before the Lord your God in Horeb, and the
Lord said to me, Make all the people come together, so that hearing my words they may
go in fear of me all the days of their life on earth and give this teaching to their children.
11And you came near, waiting at the foot of themountain; and flames of firewent up from
the mountain to the heart of heaven, with dark clouds, and all was black as night. 12And
the voice of the Lord came to you out of the fire: the sound of his words came to your ears
but you saw no form; there was nothing but a voice. 13 And he gave you his agreement
with you, the ten rules which you were to keep, which he put in writing on the two stones
of the law. 14And the Lord gaveme orders at that time tomake clear to you these laws and
decisions, so that youmight do them in the land towhich you are going, andwhich is to be
your heritage. 15 So keep watch on yourselves with care; for you saw no form of any sort
on the daywhen the voice of the Lord came to you inHoreb out of the heart of thefire: 16So
that you may not be turned to evil ways and make for yourselves an image in the form of
any living thing,male or female, 17Or any beast of the earth, orwinged bird of the air, 18Or
of anything which goes flat on the earth, or any fish in the water under the earth. 19And
when your eyes are lifted up to heaven, and you see the sun and themoon and the stars, all
the army of heaven, do not let yourselves be moved to give them worship, or become the
servants of what the Lord has given equally to all peoples under heaven. 20 But the Lord
has taken you out of the flamingfire, out of Egypt, to be to him the people of his heritage, as
you are today. 21And the Lordwas angry withme because of you, andmade an oath that I
wasnot to go over Jordan into the good landwhich theLord is giving you for yourheritage:
22But death is to come tome in this land, Imaynot go over Jordan: but youwill go over and
take that good land for your heritage. 23Take care that you do not let the agreement of the
Lord your God, which he has made with you, go out of your mind, or make for yourselves
images of any sort, against the orders which the Lord your God has given you. 24 For the
Lord your God is an all-burning fire, and hewill not let the honourwhich is his be given to
any other. 25 If, when you have had children and children's children, and have been living
a long time in the land, you are turned to evil ways, and make an image of any sort, and
do evil in the eyes of the Lord your God,moving him towrath: 26May heaven and earth be
mywitnesses against you today, that destructionwill quickly overtake you, cutting you off
from that land which you are going over Jordan to take; your days will not be long in that
land, but youwill come to a complete end. 27And the Lordwill send youwandering among
the peoples; only a small band of youwill be kept fromdeath among the nationswhere the
Lord will send you. 28 There you will be the servants of gods, made by men's hands, of
wood and stone, having no power of seeing or hearing or taking food or smelling. 29But if
in those lands you are turned again to the Lord your God, searching for him with all your
heart and soul, hewill not keep himself from you. 30When you are in trouble and all these
things have come on you, if, in the future, you are turned again to the Lord your God, and
give ear to his voice: 31Because the Lord your God is a God ofmercy, he will not take away
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his help from you or let destruction overtake you, or be false to the agreement which he
made by an oathwith your fathers. 32Give thought now to the days which are past, before
your time, from the day when God first gave life to man on the earth, and searching from
one end of heaven to the other, see if such a great thing as this has ever been, or if anything
like it has been talked of in story. 33Has any people ever gone on living after hearing the
voice ofGodout of theheart of thefire as youdid? 34HasGodeverbefore takenanation for
himself from out of another nation, by punishments and signs and wonders, by war and
by a strong hand and a stretched-out arm and great acts of wonder and fear, as the Lord
your God did for you in Egypt, before your very eyes? 35All this he let you see, so that you
might be certain that the Lord is God and there is no other. 36Out of heaven itself his voice
came to you, teaching you; and on earth he let you see his great fire; and his words came
to your ears out of the heart of the fire. 37And because of his love for your fathers, he took
their seed and made it his, and he himself, present among you, took you out of Egypt by
his great power; 38Driving out before you nations greater and stronger than you, to take
you into their land and give it to you for your heritage, as at this day. 39So today be certain,
and keep the knowledge deep in your hearts, that the Lord is God, in heaven on high and
here on earth; there is no other God. 40Then keep his laws and his orders which I give you
today, so that it may be well for you and for your children after you, and that your lives
may be long in the landwhich the Lord your God is giving you for ever. 41ThenMoses had
three towns marked out on the far side of Jordan looking to the east; 42 To which anyone
causing the death of his neighbour in error and not through hate, might go in flight; so
that in one of these towns he might be kept from death: 43 The names of the towns were
Bezer in the waste land, in the table-land, for the Reubenites; and Ramoth in Gilead for
the Gadites; and Golan in Bashan for Manasseh. 44This is the lawwhichMoses put before
the children of Israel: 45 These are the rules and the laws and the decisions which Moses
gave to the children of Israel after they came out of Egypt; 46 On the far side of Jordan,
in the valley facing Beth-peor, in the land of Sihon, king of the Amorites, who was ruling
in Heshbon, whomMoses and the children of Israel overcame after they had come out of
Egypt: 47And they took his land for a heritage, and the land of Og, king of Bashan, the two
kings of the Amorites, whose lands were on the other side of Jordan to the east; 48 From
Aroer on the edge of the valley of the Arnon as far asMount Sion, which is Hermon, 49And
all the Arabah on the far side of Jordan to the east, as far as the sea of the Arabah under the
slopes of Pisgah.

5
1And Moses sent for all Israel, and said to them, Give ear, O Israel, to the laws and the

decisions which I give you today, and give attention to them so that you may keep and do
them. 2 The Lord our God made an agreement with us in Horeb. 3 The Lord did not make
thisagreementwithour fathersbutwithus,whoareall livingandpresenthere today. 4The
word of the Lord came to you face to face on the mountain, out of the heart of the fire, 5 (I
was between the Lord and you at that time, to make clear to you the word of the Lord:
because, through fear of the fire, you did not go up the mountain;) saying, 6 I am the Lord
your God, who took you out of the land of Egypt, out of the prison-house. 7You are to have
no other gods butme. 8Youmay notmake for yourselves an image in the form of anything
inheavenoronearthor in thewatersunder theearth: 9Youmaynot godownonyour faces
before themor give themworship: for I, the Lord your God, amaGodwhowill not give his
honour to another; and Iwill sendpunishment on the children for thewrongdoing of their
fathers, to the third and fourth generation of my haters; 10And I will have mercy through
a thousand generations on thosewho have love forme and keepmy laws. 11You are not to
make use of the name of the Lord your God for an evil purpose; whoever takes the Lord's
name on his lips for an evil purpose will be judged as a sinner by the Lord. 12 Keep the
Sabbath day as a holy day, as you have been ordered by the Lord your God. 13On six days
do all your work: 14But the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God; on that day do
no work, you or your son or your daughter, or your man-servant or your woman-servant,
or your ox or your ass or anyof your cattle, or theman froma strange countrywho is living
among you; so that your man-servant and your woman-servant may have rest as well as
you. 15And keep in mind that you were a servant in the land of Egypt, and that the Lord
your God took you out of that land by his strong hand and his stretched-out arm: for this
reason theLordhasgivenyouorders tokeep theSabbathday. 16Givehonour toyour father
and yourmother, as you have been ordered by the Lord your God; so that your lifemay be
longandallmaybewell for you in the landwhich theLordyourGod is giving you. 17Donot
put anyone to deathwithout cause. 18Donot be false to themarried relation. 19Donot take
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the property of another. 20Do not give false witness against your neighbour; 21Or let your
desirebe turned toyourneighbour'swife, orhishouseorhisfieldorhisman-servant orhis
woman-servant or his ox or his ass or anything which is your neighbour's. 22These words
the Lord said to all of you together on the mountain, out of the heart of the fire, out of the
cloud and the dark, with a great voice: and he said nomore; he put them inwriting on the
two stones of the law and gave them tome. 23And after hearing the voice which came out
of the darkwhile themountainwas burningwith fire, all the heads of your tribes and your
chiefs came tome, 24And said, TheLordhas let us see his glory andhis power, andhis voice
has come to us out of the fire: today we have seen that a man may go on living even after
hearing thevoice ofGod. 25Why then is death tobeour fate? For if the voice of theLordour
God comes to us any more, death will overtake us, and we will be burned up in this great
fire. 26Forwhatman is there in all the earth, who, hearing the voice of the livingGod aswe
have, out of the heart of the fire, has been kept from death? 27Do you go near: and after
hearing everythingwhich the Lord our God has to say, give us an account of all he has said
to you, and we will give ear, and do it. 28Then the Lord, hearing your words to me, said to
me, The words which this people have said to you have come to my ears: what they have
said is well said. 29 If only they had such a heart in them at all times, so that they might go
in fear of me and keepmy orders and that it might be well for them and for their children
for ever! 30Now say to them, Go back to your tents. 31But as for you, keep your place here
by me, and I will give you all the orders and the laws and the decisions which you are to
make clear to them, so that theymay do them in the landwhich I am giving them for their
heritage. 32Take care, then, to do whatever the Lord your God has given you orders to do;
let there be no turning away to the right hand or to the left. 33Go on walking in the way
ordered for you by the Lord your God, so that lifemay be yours and it may bewell for you,
and your days may be long in the land of your heritage.

6
1Now these are the orders and the laws and the decisionswhich the Lord your God gave

me for your teaching, so that youmight do them in the land of your heritage to which you
are going: 2 So that living in the fear of the Lord your God, you may keep all his laws and
his orders, which I give you: you and your son and your son's son, all the days of your life;
and so that your life may be long. 3 So give ear, O Israel, and take care to do this; so that it
may bewell for you, and youmay be greatly increased, as the Lord the God of your fathers
has given youhisword, in a landflowingwithmilk andhoney. 4Give ear, O Israel: the Lord
our God is one Lord: 5And the Lord your God is to be lovedwith all your heart andwith all
your soul and with all your strength. 6Keep these words, which I say to you this day, deep
in your hearts; 7 Teaching them to your children with all care, talking of them when you
are at rest in your house orwalking by theway, when you go to sleep andwhen you get up.
8Let thembefixed as a sign on your hand, andmarked on your brow; 9Have them lettered
on the pillars of your houses and over the doors of your towns. 10Andwhen the Lord your
God has taken you into the land which he gave his oath to your fathers, to Abraham, to
Isaac, and to Jacob, that he would give you; with great and fair towns which were not of
your building; 11Andhouses full of good things not storedupby you, andplaces for storing
waterwhich you did notmake, and vine-gardens and olive-trees not of your planting; and
you have taken food and are full; 12 Then take care that you keep your hearts true to the
Lord, who took you out of the land of Egypt, out of the prison-house. 13Let the fear of the
Lord your God be in your hearts, and be his servants, taking your oaths by his name. 14Do
not go after other gods, the gods of the peoples round about you; 15For the Lord your God
who is with you is a God who will not let his honour be given to another; or the wrath of
the Lord will be burning against you, causing your destruction from the face of the earth.
16Donotput theLordyourGod to the test as youdid inMassah. 17Keepwith care theorders
of the Lord your God, and his rules and his laws which he has given you; 18And do what
is upright and good in the eyes of the Lord your God, so that it may be well for you and
you may go in and take for your heritage that good land from which the Lord undertook
by an oath to your fathers, 19 To send out from before you all those who are against you.
20And when your son says to you in time to come, What is the reason for these rules and
laws and decisions which the Lord our God has given you? 21 Then you will say to your
son, We were servants under Pharaoh's yoke in Egypt; and the Lord took us out of Egypt
with a stronghand: 22And theLorddid great signs andwonders against Egypt, and against
Pharaoh and all his house, before our eyes: 23And he took us out from that place, guiding
us here to give us this land, as he said in his oath to our fathers. 24And the Lord gave us
orders to keep all these laws, in the fear of the Lord our God, so that it might be well for us
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for ever, and that he might keep us from death, as he has done to this day. 25And it will be
our righteousness if we take care to keep all this order before the Lord our God as he has
given it to us.

7
1When the Lord your God takes you into the land where you are going, which is to be

your heritage, and has sent out the nations before you, the Hittites and the Girgashites
and the Amorites and the Canaanites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites,
seven nations greater and stronger than you; 2Andwhen the Lord has given them up into
your hands and you have overcome them, give them up to complete destruction: make
no agreement with them, and have no mercy on them: 3Do not take wives or husbands
from among them; do not give your daughters to their sons, or take their daughters for
your sons. 4 For through them your sons will be turned from me to the worship of other
gods: and theLordwill bemoved towrathagainst youandsenddestructiononyouquickly.
5But this is what you are to do to them: their altars are to be pulled down and their pillars
broken, and their holy trees cut down and their images burned with fire. 6 For you are a
holy people to the Lord yourGod: markedout by theLord yourGod to behis special people
out of all the nations on the face of the earth. 7 The Lord did not give you his love or take
you for himself because youweremore innumber thananyother people; for youwere the
smallest of the nations: 8But because of his love for you, and in order to keep his oath to
your fathers, the Lord took yououtwith the strength of his hand,making you free from the
prison-house and from the hand of Pharaoh, king of Egypt. 9Be certain, then, that the Lord
your God is God; whose faith and mercy are unchanging, who keeps his word through a
thousand generations to those who have love for him and keep his laws; 10Rewarding his
haters to their face with destruction; he will have nomercy on his hater, but will give him
open punishment. 11 So keep the orders and the laws and the decisions which I give you
today and do them. 12And it will be, that if you give attention to these decisions and keep
and do them, then the Lord will keep his agreement with you and his mercy, as he said in
his oath to your fathers. 13And he will give you his love, blessing you and increasing you:
hewill sendhis blessing on the offspring of yourbodyand the fruit of your land, your grain
and your wine and your oil, the increase of your cattle and the young of your flock, in the
land which by his oath to your fathers he undertook to give you. 14 You will have greater
blessings thananyotherpeople: nomaleor femaleamongyouoramongyour cattlewill be
without offspring. 15And the Lord will take away from you all disease, andwill not put on
youanyof the evil diseases of Egyptwhich youhave seen, butwill put themonyourhaters.
16And you are to send destruction on all the peoples which the Lord your God gives into
your hands; have no pity on them, and do not give worship to their gods; for that will be a
cause of sin to you. 17 If you say in your hearts, These nations are greater in number than
we are: how are we to take their land from them? 18Have no fear of them, but keep well
inmindwhat the Lord your God did to Pharaoh and to all Egypt; 19The great punishments
whichyoureyes saw, and the signsand thewondersand the stronghandand the stretched-
out arm, by which the Lord your God took you out: so will the Lord your God do to all the
peoples who are the cause of your fears. 20And the Lord will send a hornet among them,
till all the rest who have kept themselves safe from you in secret places have been cut off.
21Have no fear of them: for the Lord your God iswith you, a great God greatly to be feared.
22The Lord your God will send out the nations before you little by little; they are not to be
rooted out quickly, for fear that the beasts of the fieldmay be increased overmuch against
you. 23But the Lord your God will give them up into your hands, overpowering them till
their destruction is complete. 24He will give their kings into your hands, and you will put
their names out of existence under heaven; there is not one of themwhowill not giveway
before you, till their destruction is complete. 25The images of their gods are to be burned
with fire: have no desire for the gold and silver on them, and do not take it for yourselves,
for it will be a danger to you: it is a thing disgusting to the Lord your God: 26And youmay
not take a disgusting thing into your house, and so become cursed with its curse: but keep
yourselves from it, turning from it with fear and hate, for it is a cursed thing.

8
1 Take care to keep all the orders which I give you today, so that you may have life and

be increased and go in and take as a heritage the land which the Lord, by his oath to your
fathers, undertook to give you. 2Andkeep inmind thewaybywhich theLordyourGodhas
taken you through the waste land these forty years, so that he might make low your pride
and put you to the test, to see what was in your heart and if you would keep his orders
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or not. 3 And he made low your pride and let you be without food and gave you manna
for your food, a thing new to you, which your fathers never saw; so that he might make it
clear to you that bread is notman's only need, but his life is in everywordwhich comes out
of the mouth of the Lord. 4 Through all these forty years your clothing did not get old or
your feet become tired. 5Keep inmind this thought, that as a son is trained by his father, so
you have been trained by the Lord your God. 6Then keep the orders of the Lord your God,
fearing him and walking in his ways. 7 For the Lord your God is guiding you into a good
land, a land of water-springs, of fountains, and deep streams flowing out from the valleys
and the hills; 8 A land of grain and vines and fig-trees and fair fruits; a land of oil-giving
olive-trees and honey; 9Where there will be bread for you in full measure and youwill be
in need of nothing; a landwhere the very stones are iron and fromwhose hills youmay get
copper. 10And you will have food enough and be full, praising the Lord your God for the
good land he has given you. 11Then take care that you are not turned away from the Lord
your God and from keeping his orders and decisions and laws which I give you this day:
12And when you have taken food and are full, and have made fair houses for yourselves
and are living in them; 13And when your herds and your flocks are increased, and your
stores of silver and gold, and you have wealth of every sort; 14 Take care that your hearts
are not lifted up in pride, giving no thought to the Lord your God who took you out of the
land of Egypt, out of the prison-house; 15Whowas your guide through that great and cruel
waste, where there were poison-snakes and scorpions and a dry land without water; who
madewater comeout of the hard rock for you; 16Whogave youmanna for your food in the
waste land, a food which your fathers had never seen; so that your pridemight be broken
and your hearts tested for your good in the end; 17 Say not then, in your hearts, My power
and the strength of my hands have got me this wealth. 18But keep in mind the Lord your
God: for it is he who gives you the power to get wealth, so that he may give effect to the
agreement which he made by his oath with your fathers, as at this day. 19And it is certain
that if at any time you are turned away from the Lord your God, and go after other gods,
to be their servants and to give them worship, destruction will overtake you. 20 Like the
nations which the Lord is cutting off before you, so you will be cut off; because you would
not give ear to the voice of the Lord your God.

9
1Giveear, O Israel: todayyouare to goover Jordan, to take theheritageofnations greater

and stronger than yourselves, and towns of great size with walls as high as heaven; 2 A
people great and tall, the sons of the Anakim, of whom you have knowledge and of whom
it has been said, All are forced to give way before the sons of Anak. 3Be certain then today
that it is the Lord your God who goes over before you like an all-burning fire; he will send
destruction on them, crushing them before you; and you will send them in flight, putting
an end to them quickly, as the Lord has said. 4And after the Lord has sent them in flight
frombefore you, say not in your heart, Because ofmy righteousness the Lord has givenme
this land; when it is because of their evil-doing that the Lord is driving these nations out
before you. 5Not for your righteousness or because your hearts are upright are you going
in to take their land; but because of the evil-doing of these nations the Lord your God is
driving them out from before you, and to give effect to his oath to your fathers, Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob. 6Be certain then that the Lord your God is not giving you this good land
as a reward for your righteousness; for you are a stiff-necked people. 7Keep well in mind
howyoumade theLordyourGodangry in thewaste land; from thedaywhenyouwent out
of Egypt till you came to this place, you have gone against the orders of the Lord. 8Again
in Horeb you made the Lord angry, and in his wrath he would have put an end to you.
9When I had gone up into themountain to be given the stones onwhich was recorded the
agreement which the Lordmade with you, I was on themountain for forty days and forty
nights without taking food or drinkingwater. 10And the Lord gaveme the two stoneswith
writing on them done by the finger of God: on them were recorded all the words which
the Lord said to you on the mountain out of the heart of the fire, on the day of the great
meeting. 11 Then at the end of forty days and forty nights the Lord gave me those stones,
the stones of the agreement. 12And the Lord said to me, Get up now, and go down quickly
from this place; for the people you have taken out of Egypt have given themselves over to
evil; they have quickly been turned from the way in which I gave them orders to go; they
have made themselves a metal image. 13 And then the Lord said to me, I have seen that
this people is stiff-necked: 14 Let me send destruction on them till their very name is cut
off; and I will make of you a nation greater and stronger than they. 15 So turning round
I came down from the mountain, and the mountain was burning with fire; and the two
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stones of the agreement were in my hands. 16 And I saw that you had done evil against
the Lord, and hadmade for yourselves ametal image of a young ox: you had quickly been
turned from the way in which the Lord had given you orders to go. 17And I let the stones
go from my hands, and they were broken before your eyes. 18 And I went down on my
face before the Lord, as at the first, for forty days and forty nights, without taking food or
drinking water, because of all your sin, in doing evil in the eyes of the Lord and moving
him to wrath. 19For I was full of fear because of the wrath of the Lord which was burning
against you,with your destruction in view. But again the Lord's earwas open tomyprayer.
20And the Lord, in hiswrath, would have put Aaron to death: and Imade prayer for Aaron
at the same time. 21 And I took your sin, the image which you had made, and put it in
the fire and had it hammered and crushed very small till it was only dust: and the dust
I put in the stream flowing down from the mountain. 22Again at Taberah and at Massah
and at Kibroth-hattaavah you made the Lord angry. 23And when the Lord sent you from
Kadesh-barnea, saying, Go up and take the land which I have given you; you went against
the orders of the Lord your God, and had no faith in him, and would not give ear to his
voice. 24From the day when I first had knowledge of you, you have gone against the word
of the Lord. 25So Iwent downonmy face in prayer before the Lord for forty days and forty
nights as I did at first; because the Lord had said that he would put an end to you. 26And I
made prayer to the Lord and said, O Lord God, do not send destruction on your people and
your heritage, to whom, by your great power, you have given salvation, whom you have
taken out of Egypt by the strength of your hand. 27Keep in mind your servants, Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob, not looking at the hard heart of this people, or their evil-doing and their
sin: 28Or itmaybe said in the land fromwhich youhave taken them, Because the Lordwas
not able to take them into the land which he said he would give them, and because of his
hate for them, he has taken themout to put them to death in thewaste land. 29But still they
are your people and your heritage, whom you took out by your great power and by your
stretched-out arm.

10
1At that time the Lord said tome,Make two other stones, cut like the first two, and come

up to me on the mountain, and make an ark of wood. 2 And I will put on the stones the
words which were on the first stones which were broken by you, and you are to put them
into the ark. 3 So I made an ark of hard wood, and had two stones cut like the others, and
went up the mountain with the stones in my hands. 4And he put on the stones, as in the
first writing, the ten rules which the Lord gave you on the mountain out of the fire on the
day of the great meeting: and the Lord gave the stones to me. 5And turning round I came
down from the mountain and put the stones in the ark which I had made; and there they
are as the Lord gave me orders. 6 (And the children of Israel went on from Beeroth Bene-
jaakan to Moserah: there death came to Aaron and he was put to rest in the earth; and
Eleazar, his son, took his place as priest. 7From there theywent on to Gudgodah, and from
Gudgodah to Jotbathah, a land of streams of water. 8At that time the Lord had the tribe of
Levimarked out to take up the ark of the Lord's agreement, to be before the Lord and to do
his work and to give blessings in his name, to this day. 9For this reason Levi has no part or
heritage for himself amonghis brothers: the Lord is his heritage, as the Lord yourGod said
to him.) 10And I was in the mountain, as at the first time, for forty days and forty nights;
and again the ears of the Lord were open to my prayer, and he did not send destruction
on you. 11 Then the Lord said to me, Get up and go on your journey before the people, so
that they may go in and take the land which I said in my oath to their fathers that I would
give them. 12And now, Israel, what would the Lord your God have you do, but to go in the
fear of the Lord your God, walking in all his ways and loving him and doing his pleasure
with all your heart and all your soul, 13Doing the orders of the Lord and keeping his laws
which I give you this day for your good? 14 The Lord your God is ruler of heaven, of the
heaven of heavens, and of the earth with everything in it. 15 But the Lord had delight in
your fathers and love for them, marking out for himself their seed after them, even you,
from all peoples, as at this day. 16Let your circumcision be of the heart, and put away your
pride. 17 For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, strong in
power and greatly to be feared, who has no respect for any man's position and takes no
rewards: 18 Judging uprightly in the cause of thewidow and of the childwho has no father,
and giving food and clothing in his mercy to theman from a strange country. 19So be kind
to theman froma strange countrywho is living among you, for you yourselveswere living
in a strange country in the land of Egypt. 20Let the fear of the Lord yourGodbe before you,
givehimworshipandbe true tohimatall times, takingyouroaths inhisname. 21He isyour
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God, theGodof yourpraise, yourGodwhohasdone for youall theseworks of powerwhich
your eyes have seen. 22Your fatherswent down into Egypt with seventy persons; and now
the Lord your God has made you like the stars of heaven in number.

11
1 So have love for the Lord your God, and give him worship, and keep his laws and his

decisions and his orders at all times. 2 And be certain in your minds this day; for these
wordsarenot said to your children,whohavehadnoexperienceof the trainingof theLord
your God, andwho have not seen his great power or his strong hand and his stretched-out
arm, 3Orhis signs andwonderswhichhedid inEgypt, to Pharaoh, king of Egypt, andall his
land; 4Andwhat he did to the army of Egypt, to their horses and their war-carriages; how
hemade thewaters of the Red Sea come up over themwhen theywent after you, and how
theLordput anend to themeven to this day; 5Andwhathedid for you in thewaste land, till
you came to this place; 6Andwhat he did to Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, the son
of Reuben; when theywent down into the openmouth of the earth, with their families and
their tents and every living thing which was theirs, before the eyes of all Israel: 7But your
eyes have seen all the great works of the Lord which he has done. 8 So keep all the orders
which I give you today, so that youmaybe strong, and go in and take the landwhich is to be
your heritage; 9And that your daysmay be long in the landwhich the Lord gave by an oath
to your fathers and to their seed after them, a land flowingwithmilk and honey. 10For the
land where you are going is not like the land of Egypt from which you have come, where
you put in your seeds, watering themwith your foot, like a planted garden: 11But the land
where you are going is a land of hills and valleys, drinking in the rain of heaven: 12A land
cared for by theLord yourGod: the eyes of theLord yourGodare on it at all times fromone
end of the year to the other. 13And it will be that if you truly give ear to the orders which I
put before you this day, loving the Lord your God andworshipping himwith all your heart
and all your soul, 14 Then I will send rain on your land at the right time, the early rains
and the late rains, so that you may get in your grain and your wine and your oil. 15 And
I will give grass in your fields for your cattle, so that you may have food in full measure.
16But take care that your hearts are not turned to false ways so that you become servants
and worshippers of other gods; 17 For if you do so, the wrath of the Lord will be burning
against you, and the heaven will be shut up so that there is no rain and the land will give
no fruit; and in a very little time you will be cut off from the good land which the Lord is
givingyou. 18Sokeep thesewordsdeep inyourheart and inyour soul, andhave themfixed
on your hand for a sign andmarked on your brow; 19Teaching them to your children, and
talking of them when you are at rest in your house or walking by the way, when you go
to sleep and when you get up: 20Writing them on the pillars of your houses and over the
doors of your towns: 21 So that your days, and the days of your children, may be long in
the land which the Lord by his oath to your fathers said he would give them, like the days
of the eternal heavens. 22 For if you take care to keep all the orders which I give you, and
to do them; loving the Lord your God and walking in all his ways and being true to him:
23 Then the Lord will send these nations in flight before you, and you will take the lands
of nations greater and stronger than yourselves. 24 Every place where you put your foot
will be yours: from thewaste land and Lebanon, from the river, the river Euphrates as far
as the Great Sea, will be the limits of your land. 25All people will give way before you: for
the Lord your God will put the fear of you on all the land through which you go, as he has
said. 26Today I put before you a blessing and a curse: 27The blessing if you give ear to the
orders of the Lord your God, which I give you this day: 28And the curse if you do not give
ear to the orders of the Lord your God, but let yourselves be turned from the way which I
have put before you this day, and go after other godswhich are not yours. 29Andwhen the
Lord your God has taken you into the land of your heritage, you are to put the blessing on
Mount Gerizim and the curse on Mount Ebal. 30Are they not on the other side of Jordan,
lookingwest, in the land of the Canaanites living in theArabah, opposite Gilgal, by the holy
tree of Moreh? 31 For you are about to go over Jordan to take the heritage which the Lord
your God is giving you, and it will be your resting-place. 32And you are to take care to keep
all the laws and the decisions which I put before you today.

12
1These are the laws and the decisionswhich you are to keepwith care in the landwhich

the Lord, the God of your fathers, has given you to be your heritage all the days of your life
on earth. 2 You are to give up to the curse all those places where the nations, whom you
are driving out, gaveworship to their gods, on the highmountains and the hills and under
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every green tree: 3Their altars and their pillars are to bebrokendown, and their holy trees
burnedwith fire, and the images of their gods cut down; you are to take away their names
out of that place. 4Do not so to the Lord your God. 5 But let your hearts be turned to the
place which will be marked out by the Lord your God, among your tribes, to put his name
there; 6And there you are to take your burned offerings and other offerings, and the tenth
part of your goods, and the offerings to be lifted up to the Lord, and the offerings of your
oaths, and thosewhich you give freely from the impulse of your hearts, and the first births
among your herds and your flocks; 7 There you and all your families are to make a feast
before the Lord your God, with joy in everything to which you put your hand, because the
Lord has given you his blessing. 8 You are not to do things then in the way in which we
now do them here, every man as it seems right to him: 9For you have not come to the rest
and the heritage which the Lord your God is giving you. 10But when you have gone over
Jordan and are living in the land which the Lord your God is giving you as your heritage,
and when he has given you rest from all those on every side who are fighting against you,
and you are living there safely; 11Then there will be a place marked out by the Lord your
God as the resting-place for his name, and there you will take all the things which I give
you orders to take: your burned offerings and other offerings, and the tenth part of your
goods, and the offerings to be lifted up, and the offerings of your oaths which youmake to
the Lord; 12And you will be glad before the Lord your God, you and your sons and your
daughters, and your men-servants and your women-servants, and the Levite who is with
you in your house, because he has no part or heritage among you. 13Take care that you do
notmake your burned offerings in any place you see: 14But in the placemarked out by the
Lord in one of your tribes, there let your burned offerings be offered, and there do what
I have given you orders to do. 15Only you may put to death animals, such as the gazelle
or the roe, for your food in any of your towns, at the desire of your soul, in keeping with
the blessing of the Lord your God which he has given you: the unclean and the clean may
take of it. 16 But you may not take the blood for food, it is to be drained out on the earth
like water. 17 In your towns you are not to take as food the tenth part of your grain, or of
yourwine or your oil, or the first births of your herds or of your flocks, or anything offered
under an oath, or freely offered to the Lord, or given as a lifted offering; 18But theywill be
your food before the Lord your God in the place of his selection, where you may make a
feast of them, with your son and your daughter, and your man-servant and your woman-
servant, and the Levite who is living with you: and youwill have joy before the Lord your
God in everything to which you put your hand. 19 See that you do not give up caring for
the Levite as long as you are living in your land. 20When the Lord your God makes wide
the limit of your land, as he has said, and you say, I will take flesh formy food, because you
have a desire for it; then youmay take whatever flesh you have a desire for. 21 If the place
marked out by the Lord your God as the resting-place for his name is far away from you,
then take from your herds and from your flocks which the Lord has given you, as I have
said, and have a meal of it in the towns where you may be living. 22 It will be your food,
like the gazelle and the roe; the unclean and the cleanmay take of it. 23But see that you do
not take the blood for food; for the blood is the life; and you may not make use of the life
as food with the flesh. 24Do not take it for food but let it be drained out on the earth like
water. 25Do not take it for food; so that it may be well for you and for your children after
you, while you do what is right in the eyes of the Lord. 26 But the holy things which you
have, and the offerings of your oaths, you are to take to the place which will be marked
out by the Lord: 27Offering the flesh and the blood of your burned offerings on the altar
of the Lord your God; and the blood of your offerings is to be drained out on the altar of
the Lord your God, and the flesh will be your food. 28 Take note of all these orders I am
giving you and give attention to them, so that it may be well for you and for your children
after you for ever, while you do what is good and right in the eyes of the Lord your God.
29When the people of the land where you are going have been cut off before you by the
Lord your God, and you have taken their land and are living in it; 30After their destruction
take care that you do not go in their ways, and that you do not give thought to their gods,
saying, How did these nations give worship to their gods? I will do as they did. 31Do not
so to the Lord your God: for everything which is disgusting to the Lord and hated by him
they have done in honour of their gods: even burning their sons and daughters in the fire
to their gods. 32 You are to keep with care all the words I give you, making no addition to
them and taking nothing from them.

13
1 If ever you have among you a prophet or a dreamer of dreams and he gives you a sign
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or a wonder, 2And the sign or the wonder takes place, and he says to you, Let us go after
other gods, which are strange to you, and give them worship; 3 Then give no attention to
thewords of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams: for the Lord your God is testing you,
to see if all the love of your heart and soul is given to him. 4 But keep on in the ways of
the Lord yourGod, fearing himand keeping his orders and hearing his voice, worshipping
him and being true to him. 5 And that prophet or that dreamer of dreams is to be put to
death; for his words were said with the purpose of turning you away from the Lord your
God, who took you out of the land of Egypt andmade you free from the prison-house; and
of forcing you out of theway inwhich the Lord yourGodhas given youorders to go. So you
are to put away the evil from among you. 6 If your brother, the son of yourmother, or your
son or your daughter or the wife of your heart, or the friend who is as dear to you as your
life, working on you secretly says to you, Let us go and give worship to other gods, strange
to you and to your fathers; 7 Gods of the peoples round about you, near or far, from one
end of the earth to the other; 8Do not be guided by him or give attention to him; have no
pity on him or mercy, and give him no cover; 9But put him to death without question; let
your hand be the first stretched out against him to put him to death, and then the hands of
all the people. 10 Let him be stoned with stones till he is dead; because it was his purpose
to make you false to the Lord your God, who took you out of the land of Egypt, out of the
prison-house. 11And all Israel, hearing of it, will be full of fear, and no one will again do
such evil as this among you. 12And if word comes to you, in one of the towns which the
Lord your God is giving you for your resting-place, 13That good-for-nothing persons have
gone out from among you, turning the people of their town from the right way and saying,
Let us go andgiveworship to other gods, ofwhomyouhavenoknowledge; 14Then let a full
search bemade, and let questions be put with care; and if it is true and certain that such a
disgusting thing has been done among you; 15Then take up arms against the people of that
town and give it up to the curse, with all its cattle and everything in it. 16And take all the
goods into the middle of its open space, burning the town and all its property with fire as
an offering to the Lord your God; it is to be awaste for ever; there is to be nomore building
there. 17Keepnot a thing ofwhat is cursed for yourselves: so the Lordmaybe turned away
from the heat of his wrath, and havemercy on you, and give you increase as he said in his
oath to your fathers: 18 So long as you give ear to the voice of the Lord your God, and keep
all his orders which I give you today, and dowhat is right in the eyes of the Lord your God.

14
1You are the children of the Lord your God: you are not to make cuts on your bodies or

take off the hair on your brows in honour of the dead; 2 For you are a holy people to the
Lord your God, and the Lord has taken you to be his special people out of all the nations on
the face of the earth. 3No disgusting thing may be your food. 4These are the beasts which
youmay have for food: the ox, the sheep, and the goat; 5The hart, the gazelle, and the roe,
the mountain goat and the pygarg and the antelope and the mountain sheep. 6Any beast
which has a division in the horn of its foot andwhose food comes back into itsmouth to be
crushed again, may be used for food. 7But even among these, there are some which may
not be used for food: such as the camel, the hare, and the coney, which are unclean to you,
because, though their food comes back, the horn of their feet is not parted in two. 8And
the pig is unclean to you, because though it has a division in the horn of its foot, its food
does not come back; their flesh may not be used for food or their dead bodies touched by
you. 9 And of the things living in the waters, you may take all those who have wings for
swimming with and skins formed of thin plates. 10 But any which have no skin-plates or
wings for swimming, you may not take; they are unclean for you. 11All clean birds may
be used for food. 12But these birds you may not take: the eagle and the gier-eagle and the
ospray; 13 The falcon and the kite, and birds of that sort; 14 Every raven, and all birds of
that sort; 15And the ostrich and the night-hawk and the sea-hawk and birds of that sort;
16 The little owl and the great owl and the water-hen; 17 And the pelican and the vulture
and the cormorant; 18The stork and the heron and birds of that sort, and the hoopoe and
the bat. 19Every winged thing which goes flat on the earth is unclean to you and may not
be used as food. 20But all clean birds you may take. 21Youmay not have as food anything
which has come to a natural death; the man from another country who is living with you
may take it for food, or youmay get a price for it from one of another nation; for you are a
holy people to the Lord your God. The young goat is not to be cooked in its mother's milk.
22 Put on one side a tenth of all the increase of your seed, produced year by year. 23 And
make a feast before the Lord your God, in the place which is to be marked out, where his
name will be for ever, of the tenth part of your grain and your wine and your oil, and the
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first births of your herds and your flocks; so that you may have the fear of the Lord your
God in your hearts at all times. 24 And if the way is so long that you are not able to take
these things to the placemarked out by the Lord yourGod for his name,whenhe has given
you his blessing, because it is far away from you; 25Then let these things be exchanged for
money, and, taking the money in your hand, go to the place marked out by the Lord your
God for himself; 26And with the money get whatever you have a desire for, oxen or sheep
orwine or strongdrink,whatever your soul's desiremaybe: andmake a feast there before
the Lord your God, and be glad, you and all your house; 27And give a thought to the Levite
who is living among you, for he has no part or heritage in the land. 28At the end of every
three years take a tenthpart of all your increase for that year, andput it in store inside your
walls: 29And the Levite, because he has no part or heritage in the land, and the man from
a strange country, and the child who has no father, and the widow, who are living among
you, will come and take food and have enough; and so the blessing of the Lord your God
will be on you in everything you do.

15
1At the end of every seven years there is to be a general forgiveness of debt. 2This is how

it is to be done: every creditor is to give up his right to whatever he has let his neighbour
have; he is not to make his neighbour, his countryman, give it back; because a general
forgiveness has been ordered by the Lord. 3 A man of another nation may be forced to
make payment of his debt, but if your brother has anything of yours, let it go; 4But there
will be no poor among you; for the Lord will certainly give you his blessing in the land
which the Lord your God is giving you for your heritage; 5 If only you give ear to the voice
of the Lord yourGod, and take care to keep all these orderswhich I give you today. 6For the
Lord your Godwill give you his blessing as he has said: youwill let other nations have the
use of your money, but you will not make use of theirs; you will be rulers over a number
of nations, but they will not be your rulers. 7 If in any of your towns in the land which the
Lord your God is giving you, there is a poor man, one of your countrymen, do not let your
heart be hard or your hand shut to him; 8 But let your hand be open to give him the use
of whatever he is in need of. 9And see that there is no evil thought in your heart, moving
you to say to yourself, The seventh year, the year of forgiveness is near; and so looking
coldly on your poor countryman you give him nothing; and he will make an outcry to the
Lord against you, and it will be judged as sin in you. 10 But it is right for you to give to
him, without grief of heart: for because of this, the blessing of the Lord your God will be
on all yourwork and on everything to which you put your hand. 11For therewill never be
a time when there are no poor in the land; and so I give orders to you, Let your hand be
open to your countrymen, to thosewho are poor and in need in your land. 12 If one of your
countrymen, a Hebrew man or woman, becomes your servant for a price and does work
for you six years, in the seventh year let him go free. 13And when you make him free, do
not let him go away with nothing in his hands: 14But give him freely from your flock and
fromyour grain and yourwine: in themeasure of thewealthwhich the Lord yourGod has
given you, you are to give to him. 15 And keep in mind that you yourself were a servant
in the land of Egypt, and the Lord your God made you free: so I give you this order today.
16But if he says to you, I have no desire to go away from you; because you and your family
are dear to himandhe is happywith you; 17Then take a sharp-pointed instrument, driving
it through his ear into the door, and he will be your servant for ever. And you may do the
same for your servant-girl. 18Let it not seem hard to you that you have to send him away
free; for he has been working for you for six years, which is twice the regular time for a
servant: and the blessing of the Lord your God will be on you in everything you do. 19All
the first males to come to birth in your herd and your flock are to be holy to the Lord your
God: the first birth of your ox is not to be used for work, the wool of your first lamb is not
to be cut. 20But year by year you and all your house are to take ameal of it before the Lord,
in the place of his selection. 21But if it has anymark on it, if it is blind or has damaged legs,
or if there is anything wrong with it, it may not be offered to the Lord your God. 22 It may
be used for food in your houses: the unclean and the cleanmay take of it, as of the gazelle
and the roe. 23Only do not take its blood for food, but let it be drained out on the earth like
water.

16
1Take note of the month of Abib and keep the Passover to the Lord your God: for in the

month of Abib the Lord your God took you out of Egypt by night. 2 The Passover offering,
from your flock or your herd, is to be given to the Lord your God in the place marked out
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byhimas the resting-place of his name. 3Takeno leavened breadwith it; for seven days let
your food be unleavened bread, that is, the bread of sorrow; for you came out of the land
of Egypt quickly: so the memory of that day, when you came out of the land of Egypt, will
be with you all your life. 4For seven days let no leaven be used through all your land; and
nothing of thefleshwhich is put to death in the evening of thefirst day is to be kept through
the night till morning. 5The Passover offering is not to be put to death in any of the towns
which the Lord your God gives you: 6But in the placemarked out by the Lord your God as
the resting-place of his name, there you are to put the Passover to death in the evening, at
sundown, at that timeof the yearwhenyou cameout of Egypt. 7 It is to be cookedand taken
as food in the placemarked out by the Lord: and in themorning you are to go back to your
tents. 8For sixdays let your foodbeunleavenedbread; andon the seventhday there is tobe
aholymeeting to theLord yourGod; nowork is to bedone. 9Let sevenweeks benumbered
from the first day when the grain is cut. 10 Then keep the feast of weeks to the Lord your
God, with an offering freely given to him from the wealth he has given you: 11 Then you
are to be glad before the Lord your God, you and your son and your daughter, your man-
servant and your woman-servant, and the Levite who is with you, and the man from a
strange country, and the child without a father, and thewidow, who are living among you,
in the place marked out by the Lord your God as a resting-place for his name. 12And you
will keep in mind that you were a servant in the land of Egypt: and you will take care to
keep all these laws. 13You are to keep the feast of tents for seven days after you have got in
all your grain andmade your wine: 14You are to keep the feast with joy, you and your son
and your daughter, your man-servant and your woman-servant, and the Levite, and the
man from a strange country, and the child without a father, and thewidow, who are living
among you. 15Keep the feast to the Lord your God for seven days, in the place marked out
by the Lord: because the blessing of the Lord your God will be on all the produce of your
land and all the work of your hands, and you will have nothing but joy. 16 Three times in
the year let all your males come before the Lord your God in the place named by him; at
the feast of unleavened bread, the feast of weeks, and the feast of tents: and they are not
to come before the Lord with nothing in their hands; 17Every man is to give as he is able,
in the measure of the blessing which the Lord your God has given you. 18You are to make
judges and overseers in all your townswhich the Lord your God gives you, for every tribe:
and they are to be upright men, judging the people in righteousness. 19 You are not to be
moved in your judging by aman's position, you are not to take rewards; for rewardsmake
the eyes of the wise man blind, and the decisions of the upright false. 20Let righteousness
beyour guide, so that youmayhave life, and take for yourheritage the landwhich theLord
your God is giving you. 21 Let no holy tree of any sort be planted by the altar of the Lord
your Godwhich youwill make. 22You are not to put up stone pillars, for they are hated by
the Lord your God.

17
1No ox or sheep which has a mark on it or is damaged in any waymay be offered to the

Lord your God: for that is disgusting to the Lord your God. 2 If there is anyman or woman
among you, in any of the towns which the Lord your God gives you, who does evil in the
eyes of the Lord your God, sinning against his agreement, 3By becoming a servant of other
gods and worshipping them or the sun or the moon or all the stars of heaven, against my
orders; 4 If word of this comes to your ears, then let this thing be looked intowith care, and
if there is no doubt that it is true, and such evil has been done in Israel; 5 Then you are to
take the man or woman who has done the evil to the public place of your town, and they
are to be stoned with stones till they are dead. 6On the word of two or three witnesses, a
man may be given the punishment of death; but he is not to be put to death on the word
of one witness. 7The hands of the witnesses will be the first to put him to death, and after
them the hands of all the people. So you are to put away the evil from among you. 8 If
you are not able to give a decision as to who is responsible for a death, or who is right in
a cause, or who gave the first blow in a fight, and there is a division of opinion about it
in your town: then go to the place marked out by the Lord your God; 9And come before
the priests, the Levites, or before him who is judge at the time: and they will go into the
question and give you a decision: 10And you are to be guided by the decision they give in
the place named by the Lord, and do whatever they say: 11Acting in agreement with their
teaching and the decision they give: not turning to one side or the other from the word
they have given you. 12And anymanwho, in his pride, will not give ear to the priestwhose
place is there before the Lord your God, or to the judge, is to be put to death: you are to put
away the evil from Israel. 13 And all the people, hearing of it, will be full of fear and put
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away their pride. 14When you have come into the land which the Lord your God is giving
you, and have taken it for a heritage and are living in it, if it is your desire to have a king
over you, like the other nations round about you; 15Then see that you take as your king the
man named by the Lord your God: let your king be one of your countrymen, not a man of
another nation who is not one of yourselves. 16And he is not to get together a great army
of horses for himself, or make the people go back to Egypt to get horses for him: because
the Lord has said, You will never again go back that way. 17And he is not to have a great
number of wives, for fear that his heart may be turned away; or great wealth of silver and
gold. 18Andwhenhe has taken his place on the seat of his kingdom, he is tomake in a book
a copy of this law, from that which the priests, the Levites, have in their care: 19And it is to
be with him for his reading all the days of his life, so that he may be trained in the fear of
the Lord his God to keep and do all thewords of this teaching and these laws: 20So that his
heart may not be lifted up over his countrymen, and hemay not be turned away from the
orders, to one side or the other: but that his life and the lives of his childrenmay be long in
his kingdom in Israel.

18
1 The priests, the Levites, that is, all the tribe of Levi, will have no part or heritage with

Israel: their food and their heritage will be the offerings of the Lord made by fire. 2And
they will have no heritage among their countrymen: the Lord is their heritage, as he has
said to them. 3And this is to be the priests' right: those who make an offering of a sheep
or an ox are to give to the priest the top part of the leg and the two sides of the head and
the stomach. 4And in addition you are to give him the first of your grain andwine and oil,
and the first wool cut from your sheep. 5For he, and his sons after him for ever, have been
marked out by the Lord yourGod fromall your tribes, to do thework of priests in the name
of the Lord. 6And if a Levite, moved by a strong desire, comes from any town in all Israel
wherehe is living to theplacemarkedout by theLord; 7Thenhewill do theworkof a priest
in the name of the Lord his God, with all his brothers the Levites who are there before the
Lord. 8His foodwill be the same as theirs, in addition towhat has come to him as the price
of his property. 9When you have come into the land which the Lord your God is giving
you, do not take as your example the disgusting ways of those nations. 10Let there not be
seen among you anyonewhomakes his son or his daughter go through the fire, or anyone
using secret arts, or amaker of strange sounds, or a reader of signs, or anywonder-worker,
11Or anyone using secret force on people, or putting questions to a spirit, or having secret
knowledge, or going to the dead for directions. 12For all who do such things are disgusting
to the Lord; and because of these disgusting things the Lord your God is driving them out
before you. 13You are to be upright in heart before the Lord your God. 14For these nations,
whose land you are taking, give attention to readers of signs and to those using secret arts:
but the Lord your God will not let you do so. 15The Lord your God will give you a prophet
from among your people, likeme; youwill give ear to him; 16 In answer to the request you
made to the Lord your God in Horeb on the day of the great meeting, when you said, Let
not the voice of the Lord my God come to my ears again, and let me not see this great fire
any more, or death will overtake me. 17 Then the Lord said to me, What they have said
is well said. 18 I will give them a prophet from among themselves, like you, and I will put
my words in his mouth, and he will say to them whatever I give him orders to say. 19And
whoever does not give ear to mywords which he will say in my name, will be responsible
to me. 20 But the prophet who takes it on himself to say words in my name which I have
not given him orders to say, or who says anything in the name of other gods, will come to
his death. 21 And if you say in your hearts, How are we to be certain that the word does
not come from the Lord? 22When a prophet makes a statement in the name of the Lord, if
what he says does not take place and his words do not come true, then his word is not the
word of the Lord: thewords of the prophet were said in the pride of his heart, and you are
to have no fear of him.

19
1When the nations, whose land the Lord your God is giving you, have been cut off by

him, and you have taken their place and are living in their towns and in their houses; 2You
are to have three towns marked out in the land which the Lord your God is giving you
for your heritage. 3 You are to make ready a way, and see that the land which the Lord
your God is giving you for your heritage, ismarked out into three parts, towhich any taker
of life may go in flight. 4 This is to be the rule for anyone who goes in flight there, after
causing the death of his neighbour in error and not through hate; 5 For example, if a man
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goes into the woods with his neighbour for the purpose of cutting down trees, and when
he takes his axe to give a blow to the tree, the head of the axe comes off, and falling on to
his neighbour gives himawound causing his death; then themanmay go inflight to one of
these towns and be safe: 6 For if not, he who has the right of punishment may go running
after the taker of life in the heat of his wrath, and overtake him because the way is long,
and give him a death-blow; though it is not right for him to be put to death because hewas
not moved by hate. 7And so I am ordering you to see that three towns are marked out for
this purpose. 8 And if the Lord your God makes wide the limits of your land, as he said
in his oath to your fathers, and gives you all the land which he undertook to give to your
fathers; 9 If you keep and do all these orders which I give you today, loving the Lord your
God and walking ever in his ways; then let three more towns, in addition to these three,
be marked out for you: 10 So that in all your land, which the Lord your God is giving you
for your heritage, nomanmay bewrongly put to death, for which youwill be responsible.
11But if anyman has hate for his neighbour, and waiting for him secretly makes an attack
onhimandgiveshimablowcausinghisdeath, and thengoes inflight tooneof these towns;
12 The responsible men of his town are to send and take him, and give him up to the one
who has the right of punishment to be put to death. 13Have no pity on him, so that Israel
may be clear from the crime of putting a man to death without cause, and it will be well
for you. 14Your neighbour's landmark, which was put in its place by themen of old times,
is not to be moved or taken away in the land of your heritage which the Lord your God is
giving you. 15One witness may not make a statement against a man in relation to any sin
or wrongdoing which he has done: on the word of two or three witnesses a question is to
be judged. 16 If a false witness makes a statement against a man, saying that he has done
wrong, 17 Then the two men, between whom the argument has taken place, are to come
before the Lord, before the priests and judges who are then in power; 18 And the judges
will have the question looked into with care: and if the witness is seen to be false and to
havemade a false statement against his brother, 19Then do to himwhat it was his purpose
to do to his brother: and so put away the evil fromamong you. 20And the rest of the people,
hearing of it, will be full of fear, and never again do such evil among you. 21Have no pity;
let life be given for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot.

20
1When you go out to war against other nations, and come face to face with horses and

war-carriages andarmies greater innumber thanyourselves, haveno fearof them: for the
Lord yourGod iswith you,who took youupout of the landof Egypt. 2Andwhenyouare on
the point of attacking, let the priest come forward and say to the people, 3Give ear, O Israel:
today you are going forward to the fight; let your heart be strong; do not let uncontrolled
fear overcome you because of those who are against you; 4 For the Lord your God goes
with you, fighting for you to give you salvation from those who are against you. 5And let
the overseers say to the people, If there is anymanwho hasmade for himself a new house
and has not gone into it, let him go back to his house, so that in the event of his death in the
fight, another may not take his house for himself. 6Or if anyman has made a vine-garden
without taking the first-fruits of it, let him go back to his house, so that in the event of his
death in the fight, another may not be the first to make use of the fruit. 7 Or if any man
is newly married and has had no sex relations with his wife, let him go back to his house,
so that in the event of his death in the fight, another man may not take her. 8And let the
overseers go on to say to the people, If there is anymanwhose heart is feeble with fear, let
himgoback tohis housebeforehemakes thehearts of his countrymen feeble. 9Then, after
saying thesewords to thepeople, let the overseers put captains over the army. 10Whenyou
come to a town, before attacking it, make an offer of peace. 11And if it gives you back an
answer of peace, opening its doors to you, then all the people in it may be put to forced
work as your servants. 12 If however it will notmake peacewith you, butwar, then let it be
shut in on all sides: 13And when the Lord your God has given it into your hands, let every
male in it be put to death without mercy. 14But the women and the children and the cattle
and everything in the town and all its wealth, you may take for yourselves: the wealth of
yourhaters,which theLordyourGodhas givenyou,will be your food. 15Soyouare todo to
all the towns far away,whicharenot the townsof thesenations. 16But in the townsof these
peoples whose land the Lord your God is giving you for your heritage, let no living thing
be kept from death: 17Give them up to the curse; the Hittite, the Amorite, the Canaanite,
the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite, as the Lord your God has given you orders: 18So
that you may not take them as your example and do all the disgusting things which they
do in the worship of their gods, so sinning against the Lord your God. 19 If in war a town is
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shut in by your armies for a long time, do not let its trees be cut down andmadewaste; for
their fruit will be your food; are the trees of the countryside men for you to take up arms
against them? 20Only those trees which you are certain are not used for food may be cut
down and put to destruction: and you are to make walls of attack against the town till it is
taken.

21
1 If, in the land which the Lord your God is giving you, you come across the dead body

of aman in the open country, and you have no ideawho has put him to death: 2Then your
responsiblemenandyour judges are to comeout, andgiveorders for thedistance from the
dead body to the towns round about it to bemeasured; 3Andwhichever town is nearest to
thebody, the responsiblemenof that townare to take fromtheherdayoungcowwhichhas
never beenused forwork or put under the yoke; 4And they are to take the cow into a valley
where there is flowing water, and which is not ploughed or planted, and there the neck of
the cow is to be broken: 5Then the priests, the sons of Levi, are to come near; for they have
beenmarked out by the Lord your God to be his servants and to give blessings in the name
of the Lord; and by their decision every argument and every blow is to be judged: 6And all
the responsible men of that town which is nearest to the dead man, washing their hands
over the cow whose neck was broken in the valley, 7Will say, This death is not the work
of our hands and our eyes have not seen it. 8Have mercy, O Lord, on your people Israel
whom you have made free, and take away from your people the crime of a death without
cause. Then theywill no longer be responsible for theman's death. 9So youwill take away
the crime of a deathwithout cause from among you, when you dowhat is right in the eyes
of the Lord. 10When you go out to war against other nations, and the Lord your God gives
themup into your hands and you take themas prisoners; 11 If among the prisoners you see
abeautifulwomanand it is yourdesire tomakeheryourwife; 12Then takeherback toyour
house; and let her hair and her nails be cut; 13And let her take off the dress in which she
wasmade prisoner and go on living in your house andweeping for her father andmother
for a full month: and after that you may go in to her and be her husband and she will be
your wife. 14But if you have no delight in her, you are to let her go wherever she will; you
may not take a price for her as if she was your property, for you have made use of her for
your pleasure. 15 If a man has two wives, one greatly loved and the other hated, and the
two of them have had children by him; and if the first son is the child of the hated wife:
16Thenwhen he gives his property to his sons for their heritage, he is not to put the son of
his loved one in the place of the first son, the son of the hated wife: 17But he is to give his
first son his birthright, and twice as great a part of his property: for he is the first-fruits of
his strength and the right of the first son is his. 18 If a man has a son who is hard-hearted
anduncontrolled,who gives no attention to the voice of his father andmother, andwill not
be ruled by them, though they give himpunishment: 19Then let his father andmother take
him to the responsiblemen of the town, to the public place; 20And say to them, This son of
ours is hard-hearted and uncontrolled, hewill not give attention to us; he gives himself up
to pleasure and strong drink. 21Then he is to be stoned to death by all themen of the town:
so you are to put away the evil from among you; and all Israel, hearing of it, will be full of
fear. 22 If a man does a crime for which the punishment is death, and he is put to death by
hanging him on a tree; 23Do not let his body be on the tree all night, but put it to rest in the
earth the same day; for themanwho undergoes hanging is cursed by God; so do not make
unclean the land which the Lord your God is giving you for your heritage.

22
1 If you see your brother's ox or his sheep wandering, do not go by without helping, but

take them back to your brother. 2 If their owner is not near, or if you are not certain who
he is, then take the beast to your house and keep it till its owner comes in search of it, and
then you are to give it back to him. 3Do the samewith his ass or his robe or anythingwhich
has gone from your brother's keeping and which you have come across: do not keep it to
yourself. 4 If you see your brother's ox or his ass falling down on the road, do not go by
without giving him help in lifting it up again. 5 It is not right for a woman to be dressed
in man's clothing, or for a man to put on a woman's robe: whoever does such things is
disgusting to the Lord your God. 6 If by chance you see a place which a bird has made for
itself in a tree or on the earth, with young ones or eggs, and the mother bird seated on the
youngones or on the eggs, donot take themother birdwith the young: 7See that you let the
mother bird go, but the youngones youmay take; so itwill bewell for youandyour lifewill
be long. 8 If you are building a house, make a railing for the roof, so that the blood of any
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man falling from it will not come on your house. 9Do not have your vine-garden planted
with two sorts of seed: or all of it may become a loss, the seed you have put in as well as
the increase. 10Do not do your ploughing with an ox and an ass yoked together. 11Do not
have clothing made of two sorts of thread, wool and linen together. 12On the four edges
of your robe, with which your body is covered, put ornaments of twisted threads. 13 If any
man takes a wife, and having had connection with her, has no delight in her, 14And says
evil things about her and gives her a bad name, saying, I took this woman, andwhen I had
connectionwith her it was clear tome that shewas not a virgin: 15Then let the girl's father
andmother put before the responsible men of the town, in the public place, signs that the
girl was a virgin: 16And let the girl's father say to the responsiblemen, I gavemy daughter
to this man for his wife, but he has no love for her; 17And now he has put shame on her,
saying that she is not a virgin; but here is the sign that she is a virgin. Then they are to put
her clothing before the responsible men of the town. 18 Then the responsible men of the
town are to give theman his punishment; 19Theywill take from him a hundred shekels of
silver, which are to be given to the father of the girl, because he has given an evil name to a
virgin of Israel: she will go on being his wife, hemay never put her away all his life. 20But
if what he has said is true, and she is seen to be not a virgin, 21 Then they are to make the
girl come to the door of her father's house and shewill be stoned to death by themenof the
town, because shehas done evil andput shameon Israel, by acting as a loosewoman inher
father's house: so you are to put away evil from among you. 22 If a man is taken in the act
of going in to a married woman, the two of them, the man as well as the woman, are to be
put to death: so you are to put away the evil from Israel. 23 If a young virgin has given her
word to be married to a man, and another man meeting her in the town, has connection
with her; 24 Then you are to take the two of them to the doorway of the town, and have
them stoned to death; the young virgin, because she gave no cry for help, though it was in
the town, and the man, because he has put shame on his neighbour's wife: so you are to
put awayevil fromamongyou. 25But if theman,meeting suchavirgin in the open country,
takes her by force, then only the man is to be put to death; 26Nothing is to be done to the
virgin, because there is no cause of death in her: it is the same as if a manmade an attack
on his neighbour and put him to death: 27For he came across her in the open country, and
there was no one to come to the help of the virgin in answer to her cry. 28 If a man sees a
young virgin, who has not given her word to be married to anyone, and he takes her by
force and has connection with her, and discovery is made of it; 29Then the man will have
to give the virgin's father fifty shekels of silver and make her his wife, because he has put
shame on her; he may never put her away all his life. 30A man may not take his father's
wife or have sex relations with a womanwho is his father's.

23
1Nomanwhose private parts have beenwounded or cut offmay come into themeeting

of theLord's people. 2Onewhose father andmother arenotmarriedmaynot come into the
meeting of the Lord's people, or any of his family to the tenth generation. 3No Ammonite
orMoabite or any of their people to the tenth generationmay come into themeeting of the
Lord's people: 4Because they gave youno bread orwater on yourway,when you came out
ofEgypt: and theygotBalaam, the sonofPeor, fromPethor inAram-naharaim toput curses
on you. 5But the Lord your Godwould not give ear to Balaam, but let the curse be changed
into ablessing to you, because of his love for you. 6Donothing for their peace orwell-being
for ever. 7But have no hate for an Edomite, because he is your brother, or for an Egyptian,
for you were living in his land. 8Their children in the third generationmay come into the
meeting of the Lord's people. 9When you go out towar and put your tents in position, keep
from every evil thing. 10 If anyman among you becomes unclean through anythingwhich
has taken place in the night, he is to go out from the tent-circle and keep outside it: 11But
when evening comesnear, let him take abath: and after sundownhemay comeback to the
tents. 12Let therebeaplace outside the tent-circle towhichyoumaygo; 13Andhaveamong
your arms a spade; and when you have been to that place, let that which comes from you
be covered up with earth: 14 For the Lord your God is walking among your tents, to keep
you safe and to give up into your hands those who are fighting against you; then let your
tents be holy, so that he may see no unclean thing among you, and be turned away from
you. 15Do not give back to hismaster a servantwho has gone in flight fromhismaster and
come to you: 16Let him go on living among you in whatever place is most pleasing to him:
do not be hard on him. 17No daughter of Israel is to let herself be used as a loose woman
for a strange god, and no son of Israel is to give himself to a man. 18Do not take into the
house of the Lord your God, as an offering for an oath, the price of a loose woman or the



Deuteronomy 23:19 142 Deuteronomy 25:5

money given to one used for sex purposes in the worship of the gods: for these two things
are disgusting to the Lord your God. 19Do not take interest from an Israelite on anything,
money or food or any other goods, which you let him have: 20 Frommen of other nations
you may take interest, but not from an Israelite: so that the blessing of the Lord your God
may be on everything towhich you put your hand, in the landwhich you are about to take
as yourheritage. 21Whenyou take anoath to theLord, donot be slow to give effect to it: for
without doubt theLord yourGodwillmakeyou responsible, andwill put it to your account
as sin. 22But if you take no oath, there will be no sin. 23Whatever your lips have said, see
that you do it; for you gave your word freely to the Lord your God. 24When you go into
your neighbour's vine-garden, you may take of his grapes at your pleasure, but you may
not take them away in your vessel. 25When you go into your neighbour's field, you may
take the heads of grain with your hand; but youmay not put your blade to his grain.

24
1 If a man takes a wife, and after they are married she is unpleasing to him because of

some bad quality in her, let him give her a statement in writing and send her away from
his house. 2Andwhen she has gone away from him, shemay become another man's wife.
3 And if the second husband has no love for her and, giving her a statement in writing,
sends her away; or if death comes to the second husband to whom shewasmarried; 4Her
first husband, who had sent her away, may not take her back after she has been wife to
another; for that is disgusting to the Lord: and you are not to be a cause of sin in the land
which the Lord your God is giving you for your heritage. 5A newly married man will not
have to gooutwith thearmyorundertakeanybusiness, butmaybe free for oneyear, living
in his house for the comfort of his wife. 6No one is to take, on account of a debt, the stones
withwhich grain is crushed: for indoing sohe takes aman's living. 7 If aman takesby force
one of his countrymen, the children of Israel, using him as his property or getting a price
for him, that thief is to be put to death: so you are to put away evil from among you. 8 In
connection with the leper's disease, take care to keep and do every detail of the teaching
of the priests, the Levites: as I gave them orders, so you are to do. 9 Keep in mind what
the Lord your God did toMiriamon theway, when you came out of Egypt. 10 If you let your
brother have theuse of anythingwhich is yours, donot go into his house and take anything
of his as a sign of his debt; 11But keep outside till he comes out and gives it to you. 12 If he is
a poorman, do not keep his property all night; 13But be certain to give it back to himwhen
the sun goes down, so that he may have his clothing for sleeping in, and will give you his
blessing: and this will be put to your account as righteousness before the Lord your God.
14Donot be hard on a servantwho is poor and in need, if he is one of your countrymenor a
man fromanother nation livingwith you in your land. 15Give himhis payment day byday,
not keeping it back over night; for he is poor and his living is dependent on it; and if his cry
against you comes to the ears of the Lord, it will be judged as sin in you. 16Fathers are not
to be put to death for their children or children for their fathers: everyman is to be put to
death for the sin which he himself has done. 17Be upright in judging the cause of the man
from a strange country and of him who has no father; do not take a widow's clothing on
account of a debt: 18But keep inmind that youwere a servant in the land of Egypt, and the
Lord your Godmade you free: for this is why I give you orders to do this. 19When you get
in the grain from your field, if some of the grain has been dropped by chance in the field,
do not go back and get it, but let it be for the man from a strange land, the child without
a father, and the widow: so that the blessing of the Lord your God may be on all the work
of your hands. 20When you are shaking the fruit from your olive-trees, do not go over the
branches a second time: let some be for the man from a strange land, the child without
a father, and the widow. 21When you are pulling the grapes from your vines, do not take
up those which have been dropped; let them be for theman from a strange land, the child
without a father, and the widow. 22 Keep in mind that you were a servant in the land of
Egypt: for this is why I give you orders to do this.

25
1 If there is an argument betweenmenand they go to lawwith one another, let the judges

give their decision for the upright, and against thewrongdoer. 2And if thewrongdoer is to
undergopunishmentbywhipping, the judgewill giveorders forhim togodownonhis face
and be whipped before him, the number of the blows being in relation to his crime. 3He
may be given forty blows, not more; for if more are given, your brother may be shamed
before you. 4Do not keep the ox from taking the grain when he is crushing it. 5 If brothers
are living together and one of them, at his death, has no son, the wife of the dead man is
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not to bemarried outside the family to anotherman: let her husband's brother go in to her
and make her his wife, doing as it is right for a brother-in-law to do. 6 Then the first male
child she haswill take the rights of the brotherwho is dead, so that his namemaynot come
to an end in Israel. 7 But if the man says he will not take his brother's wife, then let the
wife go to the responsible men of the town, and say, My husband's brother will not keep
his brother's name living in Israel; hewill not dowhat it is right for a husband's brother to
do. 8Then the responsible men of the townwill send for theman, and have talk with him:
and if he still says, I will not take her; 9 Then his brother's wife is to come to him, before
the responsiblemen of the town, and take his shoe off his foot, and put shame on him, and
say, So let it be done to the man who will not take care of his brother's name. 10 And his
family will be named in Israel, The house of him whose shoe has been taken off. 11 If two
men are fighting, and thewife of one of them, coming to the help of her husband, takes the
other by the private parts; 12Her hand is to be cut off; have no pity on her. 13Do not have
in your bag different weights, a great and a small; 14Or in your house different measures,
a great and a small. 15But have a true weight and a truemeasure: so that your life may be
long in the land which the Lord your God is giving you. 16 For all who do such things, and
all whose ways are not upright, are disgusting to the Lord your God. 17Keep inmindwhat
Amalek did to you on your way from Egypt; 18How, meeting you on the way, he made an
attack on you when you were tired and without strength, cutting off all the feeble ones at
the end of your line; and the fear of Godwas not in him. 19Sowhen the Lord your God has
given you rest from all who are against you on every side, in the landwhich the Lord your
God is giving you for your heritage, see to it that thememory of Amalek is cut off from the
earth; keep this in mind.

26
1Nowwhen you have come into the landwhich the Lord is giving you for your heritage,

and you havemade it yours and are living in it; 2You are to take a part of the first-fruits of
the earth, which you get from the landwhich the Lord your God is giving you, and put it in
a basket, and go to the place marked out by the Lord your God, as the resting-place of his
name. 3Andyou are to come to himwho is priest at that time, and say to him, I givewitness
today before the Lord your God, that I have come into the land which the Lord made an
oath to our fathers to give us. 4Then the priestwill take the basket fromyour hand and put
it down in front of the altar of the Lord your God. 5And these are thewordswhich youwill
say before the Lord your God: My father was a wandering Aramaean, and he went down
witha small numberofpeople intoEgypt; therehebecameagreat and strongnation: 6And
the Egyptians were cruel to us, crushing us under a hard yoke: 7And our cry went up to
the Lord, the God of our fathers, and the Lord's ear was open to the voice of our cry, and
his eyes took note of our grief and the crushingweight of ourwork: 8And the Lord took us
out of Egypt with a strong hand and a stretched-out arm, with works of power and signs
and wonders: 9And he has been our guide to this place, and has given us this land, a land
flowing with milk and honey. 10 So now, I have come here with the first of the fruits of the
earth which you, O Lord, have given me. Then you will put it down before the Lord your
God and give him worship: 11 And you will have joy in every good thing which the Lord
your God has given to you and to your family; and the Levite, and the man from a strange
land who is with you, will take part in your joy. 12When you have taken out a tenth from
the tenth of all your produce in the third year, which is the year when this has to be done,
give it to the Levite, and the man from a strange land, and the child without a father, and
the widow, so that they may have food in your towns and be full; 13 And say before the
Lord your God, I have taken all the holy things out of my house and have given them to
the Levite, and the man from a strange land, and him who has no father, and the widow,
as you have given me orders: I have kept in mind all your orders, in nothing have I gone
against them: 14No part of these things has been used for food in a time of weeping, or put
away when I was unclean, or given for the dead: I have given ear to the voice of the Lord
my God, and have done all you have givenme orders to do. 15So, looking down from your
holy place in heaven, send your blessing on your people Israel and on the land which you
have given us, as you said in your oath to our fathers, a land flowing withmilk and honey.
16 Today the Lord your God gives you orders to keep all these laws and decisions: so then
keep and do them with all your heart and all your soul. 17 Today you have given witness
that the Lord is your God, and that youwill go in hisways and keep his laws and his orders
and his decisions and give ear to his voice: 18And the Lord has made it clear this day that
you are a special people to him, as he gave you his word; and that you are to keep all his
orders; 19 And that he will make you high over all the nations he has made, in praise, in
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name, and in honour, and that you are to be a holy people to the Lord your God as he has
said.

27
1 Then Moses and the responsible men of Israel gave the people these orders: Keep all

the orders which I have given you this day; 2And on the daywhen you go over Jordan into
the land which the Lord your God is giving you, put up great stones, coating them with
building-paste, 3Andwriting on themall thewords of this law, after youhave goneover; so
that youmay take the heritage which the Lord your God is giving you, a land flowing with
milk and honey, as the Lord, the God of your fathers, has said. 4And when you have gone
over Jordan, you are to put up these stones, as I have said to you today, inMount Ebal, and
have them coated with building-paste. 5 There you are to make an altar to the Lord your
God, of stonesonwhichno iron instrumenthasbeenused. 6Youare tomake thealtar of the
Lord your God of uncut stones; offering on it burned offerings to the Lord your God: 7And
you are to make your peace-offerings, feasting there with joy before the Lord your God.
8And put on the stones all the words of this law, writing them very clearly. 9 Then Moses
and the priests, the Levites, said to all Israel, Be quiet and give ear, O Israel; today you have
become the people of the Lord your God. 10For this cause you are to give ear to the voice of
the Lord your God, and do his orders and his laws which I give you this day. 11That same
dayMoses said to thepeople, 12Theseare to take theirplacesonMountGerizim forblessing
the peoplewhen youhave gone over Jordan: Simeon andLevi and Judah and Issachar and
JosephandBenjamin; 13And these are to be onMount Ebal for the curse: Reuben, Gad, and
Asher, and Zebulun, Dan, and Naphtali. 14Then the Levites are to say in a loud voice to all
the men of Israel, 15 Cursed is the man who makes any image of wood or stone or metal,
disgusting to the Lord, the work of man's hands, and puts it up in secret. And let all the
people say, So be it. 16Cursed is he who does not give honour to his father or mother. And
let all the people say, So be it. 17Cursed is he who takes his neighbour's landmark from its
place. And let all the people say, So be it. 18Cursed is he by whom the blind are turned out
of theway. And let all the people say, So be it. 19Cursed is hewho gives awrong decision in
the cause of a man from a strange land, or of one without a father, or of a widow. And let
all the people say, So be it. 20Cursed is he who has sex relations with his father's wife, for
he has put shame on his father. And let all the people say, So be it. 21Cursed is he who has
sex relations with any sort of beast. And let all the people say, So be it. 22Cursed is he who
has sex relations with his sister, the daughter of his father or of his mother. And let all the
people say, So be it. 23 Cursed is he who has sex relations with his mother-in-law. And let
all the people say, So be it. 24Cursed is hewho takes his neighbour's life secretly. And let all
the people say, So be it. 25 Cursed is he who for a reward puts to death one who has done
no wrong. And let all the people say, So be it. 26Cursed is he who does not take this law to
heart to do it. And let all the people say, So be it.

28
1 Now if you give ear to the voice of the Lord your God, and keep with care all these

orders which I have given you today, then the Lord your God will put you high over all
the nations of the earth: 2 And all these blessings will come on you and overtake you, if
your ears are open to the voice of the Lord your God. 3 A blessing will be on you in the
town, and a blessing in the field. 4A blessing will be on the fruit of your body, and on the
fruit of your land, on the fruit of your cattle, the increase of your herd, and the young of
your flock. 5A blessing will be on your basket and on your bread-basin. 6A blessing will
be on your coming in and on your going out. 7 By the power of the Lord, those who take
arms against you will be overcome before you: they will come out against you one way,
and will go in flight from you seven ways. 8The Lord will send his blessing on your store-
houses and on everything to which you put your hand: his blessing will be on you in the
land which the Lord your God is giving you. 9 The Lord will keep you as a people holy to
himself, as he has said to you in his oath, if you keep the orders of the Lord your God and
go on walking in his ways. 10 And all the peoples of the earth will see that the name of
the Lord is on you, and they will go in fear of you. 11 And the Lord will make you fertile
in every good thing, in the fruit of your body, and the fruit of your cattle, and the fruit of
your fields, in the landwhich the Lord, by his oath to your fathers, said hewould give you.
12Openinghis store-house inheaven, the Lordwill send rain onyour landat the right time,
blessing all the work of your hands: other nations will make use of your wealth, and you
will have no need of theirs. 13 The Lord will make you the head and not the tail; and you
will ever have the highest place, if you give ear to the orders of the Lord your God which I
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give you today, to keep and to do them; 14Not turning away from any of the orders which
I give you today, to the right hand or to the left, or going after any other gods to give them
worship. 15But if you do not give ear to the voice of the Lord your God, and take care to do
all his orders and his laws which I give you today, then all these curses will come on you
and overtake you: 16You will be cursed in the town and cursed in the field. 17A curse will
be on your basket and on your bread-basin. 18 A curse will be on the fruit of your body,
and on the fruit of your land, on the increase of your cattle, and the young of your flock.
19Youwill be cursedwhen you come in and cursedwhen you go out. 20The Lordwill send
on you cursing and trouble and punishment in everything towhich you put your hand, till
sudden destruction overtakes you; because of your evil ways inwhich you have been false
tome. 21The Lordwill send disease after disease on you, till you have been cut off by death
from the land to which you are going. 22The Lord will send wasting disease, and burning
pain, and flaming heat against you, keeping back the rain till your land is waste and dead;
so will it be till your destruction is complete. 23 And the heaven over your heads will be
brass, and the earth under you hard as iron. 24 The Lord will make the rain of your land
powder and dust, sending it down on you from heaven till your destruction is complete.
25The Lordwill let you be overcome by your haters: youwill go out against them oneway,
and you will go in flight before them seven ways: you will be the cause of fear among all
the kingdoms of the earth. 26 Your bodies will be meat for all the birds of the air and the
beasts of the earth; there will be no one to send them away. 27 The Lord will send on you
the disease of Egypt, and other sorts of skin diseases which nothing will make well. 28He
will make your minds diseased, and your eyes blind, and your hearts wasted with fear:
29Youwill go feeling yourwaywhen the sun is high, like a blindman for whom all is dark,
and nothing will go well for you: you will be crushed and made poor for ever, and you
will have no saviour. 30 You will take a wife, but another man will have the use of her:
the house which your hands havemade will never be your resting-place: you will make a
vine-garden, and never take the fruit of it. 31Your oxwill be put to death before your eyes,
but its flesh will not be your food: your ass will be violently taken away before your face,
and will not be given back to you: your sheep will be given to your haters, and there will
be no saviour for you. 32 Your sons and your daughters will be given to another people,
and your eyes will be wasted away with looking and weeping for them all the day: and
you will have no power to do anything. 33 The fruit of your land and all the work of your
hands will be food for a nation which is strange to you and to your fathers; you will only
be crushed down and kept under for ever: 34 So that the things which your eyes have to
see will send you out of your minds. 35 The Lord will send a skin disease, attacking your
knees and your legs, bursting out from your feet to the top of your head, so that nothing
will make you well. 36And you, and the king whom you have put over you, will the Lord
take away to anation strange to you and to your fathers; there youwill be servants to other
gods of wood and stone. 37And youwill become awonder and a name of shame among all
the nations where the Lordwill take you. 38Youwill takemuch seed out into the field, and
get little in; for the locust will get it. 39You will put in vines and take care of them, but you
will get no wine or grapes from them; for they will be food for worms. 40 Your land will
be full of olive-trees, but there will be no oil for the comfort of your body; for your olive-
tree will give no fruit. 41You will have sons and daughters, but they will not be yours; for
they will go away prisoners into a strange land. 42All your trees and the fruit of your land
will be the locust's. 43The man from a strange land who is living among you will be lifted
up higher and higher over you, while you go down lower and lower. 44 He will let you
have his wealth at interest, and will have no need of yours: he will be the head and you
the tail. 45And all these curses will come after you and overtake you, till your destruction
is complete; because you did not give ear to the voice of the Lord your God, or keep his
laws and his orderswhich he gave you: 46These thingswill come on you and on your seed,
to be a sign and a wonder for ever; 47 Because you did not give honour to the Lord your
God, worshipping him gladly, with joy in your hearts on account of all yourwealth of good
things; 48 For this cause you will become servants to those whom the Lord your God will
send against you, without food and drink and clothing, and in need of all things: and he
will put a yoke of iron on your neck till he has put an end to you. 49 The Lord will send a
nation against you from the farthest ends of the earth, comingwith the flight of an eagle; a
nation whose language is strange to you; 50A hard-faced nation, who will have no respect
for the old or mercy for the young: 51He will take the fruit of your cattle and of your land
till death puts an end to you: hewill let youhavenothing of your grain orwine or oil or any
of the increase of your cattle or the young of your flock, till he has made your destruction
complete. 52 Your towns will be shut in by his armies, till your high walls, in which you



Deuteronomy 28:53 146 Deuteronomy 29:18

put your faith, have come down: his armies will be round your towns, through all your
land which the Lord your God has given you. 53 And your food will be the fruit of your
body, the flesh of the sons and daughters which the Lord your God has given you; because
of your bitter need and the cruel grip of your haters. 54 That man among you who is soft
and used to comfort will be hard and cruel to his brother, and to his dear wife, and to of
those his children who are still living; 55And will not give to any of them the flesh of his
children which will be his food because he has no other; in the cruel grip of your haters
on all your towns. 56 The most soft and delicate of your women, who would not so much
as put her foot on the earth, so delicate is she, will be hard-hearted to her husband and to
her son and to her daughter; 57And to her baby newly come to birth, and to the children
of her body; for having no other food, she will make a meal of them secretly, because of
her bitter need and the cruel grip of your haters on all your towns. 58 If you will not take
care to do all the words of this law, recorded in this book, honouring that name of glory
and of fear, THE LORD YOURGOD; 59Then the Lord your Godwill make your punishment,
and the punishment of your seed, a thing to bewondered at; great punishments and cruel
diseases stretching on through long years. 60He will send on you again all the diseases of
Egypt, which were a cause of fear to you, and they will take you in their grip. 61 And all
the diseases and the pains not recorded in the book of this law will the Lord send on you
till your destruction is complete. 62And you will become a very small band, though your
numbers were like the stars of heaven; because you did not give ear to the voice of the
Lord your God. 63And as the Lord took delight in doing you good and increasing you, so
the Lord will take pleasure in cutting you off and causing your destruction, and you will
be uprooted from the land which you are about to take as your heritage. 64And the Lord
will send you wandering among all peoples, from one end of the earth to the other: there
you will be servants to other gods, of wood and stone, gods of which you and your fathers
had no knowledge. 65And even among these nations there will be no peace for you, and
no rest for your feet: but the Lordwill give you there a shaking heart andwasting eyes and
weariness of soul: 66Your very life will be hanging in doubt before you, and day and night
will be dark with fears, and nothing in life will be certain: 67 In the morning you will say,
If only it was evening! And at evening you will say, If only morning would come! Because
of the fear in your hearts and the thingswhich your eyeswill see. 68And the Lordwill take
you back to Egypt again in ships, by the way of which I said to you, You will never see it
again: there youwill be offering yourselves asmen-servants andwomen-servants to your
haters for a price, and nomanwill take you.

29
1 These are the words of the agreement which Moses was ordered by the Lord to make

with the childrenof Israel in the landofMoab, in addition to the agreementwhichhemade
with them inHoreb. 2AndMoses said in thehearing of all Israel, Youhave seen all the Lord
did before your eyes in the land of Egypt to Pharaoh and to all his servants and all his land;
3 The great tests which your eyes saw, and the signs and wonders: 4 But even to this day
the Lord has not given you amind open to knowledge, or seeing eyes or hearing ears. 5For
forty years I have been your guide through the waste land: your clothing has not become
old on your backs, or your shoes on your feet. 6You have had no bread, or wine, or strong
drink: so that you might see that I am the Lord your God. 7When you came to this place,
Sihon, king of Heshbon, and Og, king of Bashan, came out to make war against us and we
overcame them: 8Andwe took their land and gave it to the Reubenites and theGadites and
the half-tribe of Manasseh, for their heritage. 9 So keep the words of this agreement and
do them, so that it may be well for you in everything you do. 10You have come here today,
all of you, before the Lord yourGod; the heads of your tribes, the overseers, and thosewho
are in authority over you,with all themenof Israel, 11Andyour little ones, yourwives, and
the men of other lands who are with you in your tents, down to the wood-cutter and the
servant who gets water for you: 12With the purpose of taking part in the agreement of the
Lord your God, and his oath which he makes with you today: 13And so that he may make
youhis people today, andbeyourGod, as hehas said to you, andashemadeanoath to your
fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 14Andnotwith you only do Imake this agreement and
this oath; 15But with everyone who is here with us today before the Lord our God, as well
as with thosewho are not here: 16 (For you have inmind howwewere living in the land of
Egypt; and howwe came through all the nationswhichwere on yourway; 17And youhave
seen their disgusting doings, and the images of wood and stone and silver and gold which
were among them:) 18So that theremaynot be among you anymanorwomanor family or
tribe whose heart is turned away from the Lord our God today, to go after other gods and
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give them worship; or any root among you whose fruit is poison and bitter sorrow; 19 If
such a man, hearing the words of this oath, takes comfort in the thought that he will have
peace even if he goes on in the pride of his heart, taking whatever chance may give him:
20 The Lord will have no mercy on him, but the wrath of the Lord will be burning against
that man, and all the curses recorded in this book will be waiting for him, and the Lord
will take away his name completely from the earth. 21He will be marked out by the Lord,
from all the tribes of Israel, for an evil fate, in keepingwith all the curses of the agreement
recorded in this book of the law. 22 And future generations, your children coming after
you, and travellers from far countries, will say, when they see the punishments of that
land and the diseases which the Lord has sent on it; 23 And that all the land is a salt and
smoking waste, not planted or giving fruit or clothed with grass, but wasted like Sodom
and Gomorrah, Admah and Zeboiim, on which the Lord sent destruction in the heat of his
wrath: 24Truly all the nations will say, Why has the Lord done so to this land? what is the
reason for this great and burning wrath? 25 Then men will say, Because they gave up the
agreement of the Lord, the God of their fathers, which he made with them when he took
them out of the land of Egypt: 26And they went after other gods and gave them worship,
gods who were strange to them, and whom he had not given them: 27 And so the wrath
of the Lord was moved against this land, to send on it all the curse recorded in this book:
28 Rooting them out of their land, in the heat of his wrath and passion, and driving them
out into another land, as at this day. 29 The secret things are the Lord our God's: but the
thingswhich have beenmade clear are ours and our children's for ever, so that wemay do
all the words of this law.

30
1Nowwhen all these things have come on you, the blessing and the curse which I have

put before you, if the thought of them comes back to your minds, when you are living
among the nations where the Lord your God has sent you, 2 And your hearts are turned
again to the Lord your God, and you give ear to his word which I give you today, you and
your children, with all your heart andwith all your soul: 3Then the Lordwill have pity on
you, changing your fate, and taking you back again from among all the nations where you
have been forced to go. 4Even if those who have been forced out are living in the farthest
part of heaven, the Lord yourGodwill go in search of you, and take you back; 5Placing you
again in the land of your fathers as your heritage; and hewill do you good, increasing you
till you are more in number than your fathers were. 6And the Lord your God will give to
you and to your seed a circumcision of the heart, so that, loving him with all your heart
and all your soul, you may have life. 7And the Lord your God will put all these curses on
those who are against you, and on your haters who put a cruel yoke on you. 8 And you
will again give ear to the voice of the Lord, and do all his orders which I have given you
today. 9And the Lord your God will make you fertile in all good things, blessing the work
of your hands, and the fruit of your body, and the fruit of your cattle, and the fruit of your
land: for the Lord will have joy in you, as he had in your fathers: 10 If you give ear to the
voice of the Lord your God, keeping his orders and his laws which are recorded in this
book of the law, and turning to the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul. 11 For these orders which I have given you today are not strange and secret, and are
not far away. 12 They are not in heaven, for you to say, Who will go up to heaven for us
and give us knowledge of them so that we may do them? 13 And they are not across the
sea, for you to say, Who will go over the sea for us and give us news of them so that we
may do them? 14But the word is very near you, in your mouth and in your heart, so that
you may do it. 15 See, I have put before you today, life and good, and death and evil; 16 In
giving you orders today to have love for the Lord your God, to go in his ways and keep his
laws and his orders and his decisions, so that youmay have life and be increased, and that
the blessing of the Lord your God may be with you in the land where you are going, the
land of your heritage. 17But if your heart is turned away and your ear is shut, and you go
after thosewhowouldmake you servants andworshippers of other gods: 18 I givewitness
against you this day that destruction will certainly be your fate, and your days will be cut
short in the landwhere you are going, the land of your heritage on the other side of Jordan.
19Let heaven and earth bemywitnesses against you this day that I have put before you life
and death, a blessing and a curse: so take life for yourselves and for your seed: 20 In loving
the Lord your God, hearing his voice and being true to him: for he is your life and by him
will your days be long: so that youmay go on living in the land which the Lord gave by an
oath to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.
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31
1 So Moses said all these things to Israel. 2 Then he said to them, I am now a hundred

and twenty years old; I am no longer able to go out and come in: and the Lord has said to
me, You are not to go over Jordan. 3The Lord your God, he will go over before you; he will
send destruction on all those nations, and you will take their land as your heritage: and
Joshua will go over at your head as the Lord has said. 4The Lord will do to them as he did
to Sihonand toOg, the kings of theAmorites, and to their land,whomheput to destruction.
5The Lordwill give themup into your hands, and you are to do to themas I have given you
orders. 6Be strongand takeheart, andhaveno fear of them: for it is theLordyourGodwho
is going with you; he will not take away his help from you. 7 Then Moses sent for Joshua,
and before the eyes of all Israel said to him, Be strong and take heart: for you are to go
with this people into the land which the Lord, by his oath to their fathers, has given them;
by your help they will take it for their heritage. 8 It is the Lord who goes before you; he
will be with you, he will not take away his help from you or give you up: so have no fear.
9ThenMoses put all this law inwriting, and gave it to the priests, the sons of Levi, who take
up the ark of the Lord's agreement, and to all the responsible men of Israel. 10And Moses
said to them, At the end of every seven years, at the time fixed for the ending of debts, at
the feast of tents, 11When all Israel has come before the Lord your God in the place named
by him, let a reading be given of this law in the hearing of all Israel. 12Make all the people
come together, men and women and children, and anyone from another country who is
with you, so that hearing theymay becomewise in the fear of the Lord your God, and take
care to do all the words of this law; 13And so that your children, to whom it is new, may
give ear and be trained in the fear of the Lord your God, while you are living in the land
which you are going over Jordan to take for your heritage. 14At that time the Lord said to
Moses, The day of your death is near: send for Joshua, and come to the Tent of meeting so
that I may give him his orders. So Moses and Joshua went to the Tent of meeting. 15And
the Lordwas seen in the Tent in a pillar of cloud resting by the door of the Tent. 16And the
Lord said to Moses, Now you are going to rest with your fathers; and this people will be
false to me, uniting themselves to the strange gods of the land where they are going; they
will be turned away from me and will not keep the agreement I have made with them.
17 In that daymywrath will bemoved against them, and I will be turned away from them,
veilingmy face from them, anddestructionwill overtake them, andunnumberedevils and
troubleswill comeon them; so that in thatday theywill say,Havenot theseevils comeonus
becauseourGod isnotwithus? 18Truly,my facewill be turnedaway fromthem in that day,
because of all the evil they have done in going after other gods. 19Make then this song for
yourselves, teaching it to the children of Israel: put it in theirmouths, so that this songmay
be a witness for me against the children of Israel. 20 For when I have taken them into the
land named inmy oath to their fathers, a land flowingwithmilk and honey, and they have
made themselves full of food and are fat, then they will be turned to other gods and will
give themworship, no longer honouringme or keepingmy agreement. 21Thenwhen evils
and troubleswithout numberhave overtaken them, this songwill be awitness to them, for
thewords of it will be clear in thememories of their children: for I see the thoughts which
are moving in their hearts even now, before I have taken them into the land of my oath.
22 So that same day Moses made this song, teaching it to the children of Israel. 23 Then he
gave orders to Joshua, the son of Nun, saying to him, Be strong and take heart: for you are
to go at the head of the children of Israel into the land which I made an oath to give them;
and Iwill bewith you. 24Nowafterwriting all thewords of this law in a book till the record
of themwas complete, 25Moses said to the Levites whowere responsible for taking up the
ark of the Lord's agreement, 26Take this book of the law and put it by the ark of the Lord's
agreement, so that it may be a witness against you. 27 For I have knowledge of your hard
anduncontrolledhearts: evennow,while I amstill living, youwill notbe ruledby theLord;
howmuch less after my death? 28Get together beforeme all those who are in authority in
your tribes, and your overseers, so that I may say these things in their hearing, and make
heaven and earth my witnesses against them. 29 For I am certain that after my death you
will give yourselves up to sin, wandering from the way which I have given you; and evil
will overtake you in the end, because youwill do evil in the eyes of the Lord,movinghim to
wrath by thework of your hands. 30Then in the hearing of all themeeting of Israel, Moses
said the words of this song, to the end.

32
1 Give ear, O heavens, to my voice; let the earth take note of the words of my mouth:

2My teaching is dropping like rain, coming down like dew on the fields; like rain on the
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young grass and showers on the garden plants: 3For I will give honour to the name of the
Lord: let our God be named great. 4He is the Rock, complete is his work; for all his ways
are righteousness: a God without evil who keeps faith, true and upright is he. 5They have
become false, they are not his children, the mark of sin is on them; they are an evil and
hard-hearted generation. 6 Is this your answer to the Lord, O foolish people and unwise?
Is he not your father who has given you life? He has made you and given you your place.
7Keep inmind the days of the past, give thought to the years of generations gone by: go to
your father and hewillmake it clear to you, to the oldmen and theywill give you the story.
8When theMost High gave the nations their heritage, separating into groups the children
of men, he had the limits of the peoples marked out, keeping in mind the number of the
children of Israel. 9 For the Lord's wealth is his people; Jacob is the land of his heritage.
10 He came to him in the waste land, in the unpeopled waste of sand: putting his arms
round him and caring for him, he kept him as the light of his eye. 11As an eagle, teaching
her young to make their flight, with her wings outstretched over them, takes them up on
her strong feathers: 12So the Lord onlywas his guide, no other godwaswith him. 13Heput
him on the high places of the earth, his food was the increase of the field; honey he gave
him out of the rock and oil out of the hard rock; 14Butter from his cows andmilk from his
sheep, with fat of lambs and sheep of Bashan, and goats, and the heart of the grain; and
for your drink, wine from the blood of the grape. 15 But Jeshurun became fat and would
not be controlled: you have become fat, you are thick and full of food: then hewas untrue
to the God who made him, giving no honour to the Rock of his salvation. 16 The honour
which was his they gave to strange gods; by their disgusting ways he wasmoved to wrath.
17 They made offerings to evil spirits which were not God, to gods who were strange to
them, which had newly come up, not feared by your fathers. 18 You have no thought for
the Rock, your father, you have no memory of the God who gave you birth. 19 And the
Lord saw with disgust the evil-doing of his sons and daughters. 20 And he said, My face
will be veiled from them, I will see what their end will be: for they are an uncontrolled
generation, children in whom is no faith. 21 They have given my honour to that which is
notGod,movingme towrathwith their falseworship: Iwill give their honour to thosewho
arenot apeople,moving themtowrathbya foolishnation, 22Formywrath is aflamingfire,
burning to the deep parts of the underworld, burning up the earth with her increase, and
firing the deep roots of themountains. 23 I will send a rain of troubles on them,my arrows
will be showered on them. 24 They will be wasted from need of food, and overcome by
burning heat and bitter destruction; and the teeth of beasts I will send on them, with the
poison of the worms of the dust. 25Outside they will be cut off by the sword, and in the
inner rooms by fear; death will take the young man and the virgin, the baby at the breast
and the grey-haired man. 26 I said I would send them wandering far away, I would make
allmemory of themgo from theminds ofmen: 27But for the fear that their haters, uplifted
in their pride, might say, Our hand is strong, the Lord has not done all this. 28 For they
are a nation without wisdom; there is no sense in them. 29 If only they were wise, if only
this was clear to them, and they would give thought to their future! 30How would it be
possible for one to overcome a thousand, and two to send ten thousand in flight, if their
rock had not let them go, if the Lord had not given them up? 31 For their rock is not like
our Rock, even our haters themselves being judges. 32For their vine is the vine of Sodom,
from the fields of Gomorrah: their grapes are the grapes of evil, and the berries are bitter:
33 Their wine is the poison of dragons, the cruel poison of snakes. 34 Is not this among my
secrets, kept safe in my store-house? 35Punishment is mine and reward, at the time of the
slipping of their feet: for the day of their downfall is near, sudden will be their fate. 36For
the Lord will be judge of his people, he will have pity for his servants; when he sees that
their power is gone, there is no one, shut up or free. 37 And he will say, Where are their
gods, the rock in which they put their faith? 38Who took the fat of their offerings, and the
wine of their drink offering? Let them now come to your help, let them be your salvation.
39See now, I myself am he; there is no other god butme: giver of death and life, wounding
and making well: and no one has power to make you free frommy hand. 40 For lifting up
my hand to heaven I say, By my unending life, 41 If I make sharp my shining sword, and
my hand is outstretched for judging, I will give punishment to those who are against me,
and their right reward to my haters. 42 I will make my arrows red with blood, my sword
will be feasting on flesh, with the blood of the dead and the prisoners, of the long-haired
heads ofmy haters. 43Be glad, O you his people, over the nations; for hewill take payment
for the blood of his servants, andwill give punishment to his haters, and take away the sin
of his land, for his people. 44 So Moses said all the words of this song in the hearing of the
people, he and Hoshea, the son of Nun. 45And after saying all this to the people, 46Moses
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said to them, Let the words which I have said to you today go deep into your hearts, and
give orders to your children to do every word of this law. 47And this is no small thing for
you, but it is your life, and through this youmaymakeyourdays long in the landwhichyou
are going over Jordan to take for your heritage. 48 That same day the Lord said to Moses,
49Goup into thismountain of Abarim, toMountNebo in the landofMoabopposite Jericho;
there youmay see the land of Canaan, which I am giving to the children of Israel for their
heritage: 50And let death come to you on themountainwhere you are going, and be put to
rest with your people; as death came to Aaron, your brother, onMount Hor, where he was
put to rest with his people: 51Because of your sin against me before the children of Israel
at the waters of Meribath Kadesh in the waste land of Zin; because you did not keep my
nameholy among the children of Israel. 52So youwill see the land before you, but youwill
not go into the land which I am giving to the children of Israel.

33
1 Now this is the blessing which Moses, the man of God, gave to the children of Israel

before his death. 2He said, The Lord came fromSinai, dawning on them fromSeir; shining
out from Mount Paran, coming from Meribath Kadesh: from his right hand went flames
of fire: his wrath made waste the peoples. 3 All his holy ones are at his hand; they go at
his feet; they are lifted up on his wings. 4Moses gave us a law, a heritage for the people
of Jacob. 5And there was a king in Jeshurun, when the heads of the people and the tribes
of Israel came together. 6 Let life not death be Reuben's, let not the number of his men be
small. 7And this is the blessing of Judah: he said, Give ear, O Lord, to the voice of Judah and
make himonewith his people: let your hands take up his cause, and be his help against his
attackers. 8And of Levi he said, Give your Thummim to Levi and let the Urim bewith your
loved one, whom you put to the test at Massah, with whom you were angry at the waters
of Meribah; 9Who said of his father, Who is he? and of his mother, I have not seen her; he
kept himself separate from his brothers and had no knowledge of his children: for they
have given ear to yourword and kept your agreement. 10Theywill be the teachers of your
decisions to Jacob and of your law to Israel: the burning of perfumes before you will be
their right, and the ordering of burned offerings on your altar. 11Let your blessing, O Lord,
be on his substance, may thework of his hands be pleasing to you: may those who take up
arms against him and all who have hate for him, be wounded through the heart, never to
be lifted up again. 12And of Benjamin he said, Benjamin is the loved one of the Lord, he
will be kept safe at all times; hewill be coveredby theMostHigh, resting betweenhis arms.
13And of Joseph he said, Let the blessing of the Lord be on his land; for the good things of
heaven on high, and the deepwaters flowing under the earth, 14And the good things of the
fruits of the sun, and the good things of the growth of the moons, 15And the chief things
of the oldest mountains, and the good things of the eternal hills, 16 The good things of the
earth and all its wealth, the good pleasure of him who was seen in the burning tree: may
they come on the head of Joseph, on the head of himwho was prince among his brothers.
17He is a young ox, glory is his; his horns are the horns of the mountain ox, with which
all peoples will be wounded, even to the ends of the earth: they are the ten thousands of
Ephraim and the thousands of Manasseh. 18And of Zebulun he said, Be glad, Zebulun, in
your going out; and, Issachar, in your tents. 19 They will send out the word for the people
to come to the mountain, taking there the offerings of righteousness: for the store of the
seas will be theirs, and the secret wealth of the sand. 20Of Gad he said, A blessing be on
him whomakes wide the limits of Gad: he takes his rest like a she-lion, taking for himself
the arm and the crown of the head. 21He kept for himself the first part, for his was the
ruler's right: he put in force the righteousness of the Lord, and his decisions for Israel.
22And of Dan he said, Dan is a young lion, springing out from Bashan. 23And of Naphtali
he said, O Naphtali, made glad with grace and full of the blessing of the Lord: the sea and
its fishes will be his. 24And of Asher he said, Let Asher have the blessing of children; may
he be pleasing to his brothers, and let his foot be wet with oil. 25 Your shoes will be iron
and brass; and as your days, so may your work be. 26No other is like the God of Jeshurun,
coming on the heavens to your help, and letting his glory be seen in the skies. 27TheGod of
your fathers is your safe resting-place, and under you are his eternal arms: driving out the
forces of your haters frombefore you, he said, Let destruction overtake them. 28And Israel
is living in peace, the fountain of Jacob by himself, in a land of grain and wine, with dew
dropping from the heavens. 29Happy are you, O Israel: who is like you, a people whose
saviour is the Lord, whose help is your cover, whose sword is your strength! All thosewho
are against youwill put themselves under your rule, and your feet will be planted on their
high places.
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34
1And Moses went up from the table-lands of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah

which is facing Jericho. And the Lord let him see all the land, the land of Gilead as far as
Dan; 2And all Naphtali and the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, and all the land of Judah,
as far as the Great Sea of the west; 3And the South, and the circle of the valley of Jericho,
the town of palm-trees, as far as Zoar. 4 And the Lord said to him, This is the land about
which Imade an oath to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, I will give it to your seed: now
I have let you see it with your eyes, but you will not go in there. 5 So death came to Moses,
the servant of the Lord, there in the land ofMoab, as the Lord had said. 6And the Lord put
him to rest in thevalley in the landofMoaboppositeBeth-peor: but nomanhasknowledge
of his resting-place to this day. 7And Moses at his death was a hundred and twenty years
old: his eye had not become clouded, or his natural force become feeble. 8 For thirty days
the children of Israel were weeping for Moses in the table-lands of Moab, till the days of
weeping and sorrow for Moses were ended. 9And Joshua, the son of Nun, was full of the
spirit of wisdom; for Moses had put his hands on him: and the children of Israel gave ear
to him, and did as the Lord had given orders to Moses. 10 There has never been another
prophet in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord had knowledge of face to face; 11 In all the
signs and wonders which the Lord sent him to do in the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh and to
all his servants and all his land; 12And in all the acts of power and fear which Moses did
before the eyes of all Israel.
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The Book of
Joshua

1Now after the death of Moses, the servant of the Lord, the word of the Lord came to
Joshua, the son of Nun, Moses' helper, saying, 2Moses my servant is dead; so now get up!
Go over Jordan, you and all this people, into the land which I am giving to them, to the
children of Israel. 3 Every place on which you put your foot I have given to you, as I said
to Moses. 4 From the waste land and this mountain Lebanon, as far as the great river, the
river Euphrates, and all the land of the Hittites to the Great Sea, in the west, will be your
country. 5While you are living, all will give way before you: as I was with Moses, so I will
be with you; I will not take away my help from you or give you up. 6 Take heart and be
strong; for you will give to this people for their heritage the land which I gave by an oath
to their fathers. 7 Only take heart and be very strong; take care to do all the law which
Moses my servant gave you, not turning from it to the right hand or to the left, so that you
may do well in all your undertakings. 8 Let this book of the law be ever on your lips and
in your thoughts day and night, so that you may keep with care everything in it; then a
blessing will be on all your way, and you will do well. 9Have I not given you your orders?
Take heart and be strong; have no fear and do not be troubled; for the Lord your God is
with youwherever you go, 10Then Joshua gave their orders to thosewhowere in authority
over the people, saying, 11Go through the tents and give orders to the people, saying, Get
ready a store of food; for in three days you are to go over this river Jordan and take for
your heritage the land which the Lord your God is giving you. 12 And to the Reubenites
and the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh, Joshua said, 13Keep in mind what Moses,
the servant of theLord, said to you, TheLord yourGod is sending you rest andwill give you
this land. 14Yourwives, your little ones, and your cattlewill be kept here in the landwhich
Moses gave you on this side of Jordan; but you, thefighting-men, are to go over before your
brothers, armed, to give them help; 15Till the Lord has given your brothers rest, as he has
given it to you, and they have taken their heritage in the land which the Lord your God is
giving them: then you will go back to the land of your heritage which Moses, the servant
of the Lord, gave you on the east side of Jordan. 16 Then they said to Joshua in answer,
Whatever you say to us we will do, and wherever you send us we will go. 17 As we gave
attention to Moses in all things, so we will give attention to you: and may the Lord your
God bewith you as hewas withMoses. 18Whoever goes against your orders, and does not
give attention to all your words, will be put to death: only take heart and be strong.

2
1 Then Joshua, the son of Nun, sent two men from Shittim secretly, with the purpose of

searching out the land, and Jericho. So theywent and came to the house of a loose woman
of the town, named Rahab, where they took their rest for the night. 2And it was said to the
king of Jericho, See, somemen have come here tonight from the children of Israel with the
purpose of searching out the land. 3 Then the king of Jericho sent to Rahab, saying, Send
out the men who have come to you and are in your house; for they have come with the
purpose of searching out all the land. 4And the woman took the twomen and put them in
a secret place; then she said, Yes, the men came to me, but I had no idea where they came
from; 5And when it was the time for shutting the doors at dark, they went out; I have no
idea where the men went: but if you go after them quickly, you will overtake them. 6But
she had taken themup to the roof, covering themwith the stems of flaxwhich she had put
out in order there. 7 So the men went after them on the road to Jordan as far as the river-
crossing: and when they had gone out after them, the door into the town was shut. 8And
before themenwent to rest, she came up to them on the roof, 9And said to them, It is clear
to me that the Lord has given you the land, and that the fear of you has come on us; 10For
we have had news of how the Lord made the Red Sea dry before you when you came out
of Egypt; and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites, on the other side of Jordan,
to Sihon and Og, whom you gave up to the curse. 11And because of this news, our hearts
became like water, and there was no more spirit in any of us because of you; for the Lord
yourGod is God in heaven onhigh andhere on earth. 12So now,will you giveme your oath
by the Lord, that, because I have been kind to you, you will be kind to my father's house,
13And that you will keep safe my father and mother and my brothers and sisters and all
they have, so that deathmay not come on us? 14And themen said to her, Our life for yours
if youkeepourbusiness secret; andwhen theLordhas givenus the land,wewill keep faith
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and be kind to you. 15 Then she let them down from the window by a cord, for the house
where shewas livingwas on the townwall. 16And she said to them, Get away into the hill-
country, or themenwhohave gone after youwill overtake you; keep yourselves safe there
for three days, till the searchers have come back, and then go on yourway. 17And themen
said to her, We will only be responsible for this oath which you have made us take, 18 If,
when we come into the land, you put this cord of bright red thread in the window from
which you let us down; and get your father and mother and your brothers and all your
family into the house; 19 Then if anyone goes out of your house into the street, his blood
will be on his head, we will not be responsible; but if any damage comes to anyone in the
house, his blood will be on our heads. 20But if you say anything about our business here,
then we will be free from the oath you have made us take. 21 And she said, Let it be as
you say. Then she sent them away, and they went; and she put the bright red cord in the
window. 22 And they went into the hill-country and were there three days, till the men
who had gone after them had come back; and those who went after themwere searching
for them everywhere without coming across them. 23Then the twomen came down from
thehill-country andwent over and cameback to Joshua, the sonofNun; and they gavehim
a complete account ofwhat had taken place. 24And they said to Joshua, Truly, the Lord has
given all the land into our hands; and all the people of the land have become like water
because of us.

3
1 Then Joshua got up early in the morning, and, moving on from Shittim, he and all the

children of Israel came to Jordan and were there for the night before going over. 2And at
the endof three days, themen in authority over the peoplewent through the tents, 3Giving
thepeople theirorders, andsaying,Whenyousee thearkof theagreementof theLordyour
God lifted up by the priests, the Levites, then get up from your places and go after it; 4But
let there be a space between you and it of about two thousand cubits: come no nearer to
it, so that youmay see the way you have to go, for you have not been over this way before.
5And Joshua said to thepeople,Makeyourselvesholy, for tomorrow theLordwill doworks
of wonder among you. 6Then Joshua said to the priests, Take up the ark of the agreement
and go over in front of the people. So they took up the ark of the agreement and went in
front of the people. 7 And the Lord said to Joshua, From now on I will give you glory in
the eyes of all Israel, so that they may see that, as I was with Moses, so I will be with you.
8And you are to give orders to the priests who take up the ark of the agreement, and say,
When you come to the edge of the waters of Jordan, go no further. 9And Joshua said to the
children of Israel, Come tome here: and give ear to thewords of the Lord your God. 10And
Joshua said, By this youwill see that the living God is among you, and that hewill certainly
send out from before you the Canaanite and the Hittite and the Hivite and the Perizzite
and the Girgashite and the Amorite and the Jebusite. 11 See, the ark of the agreement of
the Lord of all the earth is going over before you into Jordan. 12 So take twelve men out of
the tribes of Israel, a man from every tribe. 13And when the feet of the priests who take
up the ark of the Lord, the Lord of all the earth, come to rest in the waters of Jordan, the
waters of Jordanwill be cut off, all thewaters flowing down fromhigher up, andwill come
together in a mass. 14 So when the people went out from their tents to go over Jordan, the
priestswho tookup thearkof theagreementwere in front of thepeople; 15Andwhen those
who took up the ark came to Jordan, and the feet of the priests who took up the ark were
touching the edge of the water (for the waters of Jordan are overflowing all through the
time of the grain-cutting), 16 Then the waters flowing down from higher up were stopped
and came together in a mass a long way back at Adam, a town near Zarethan; and the
waters flowing down to the sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea, were cut off: and the people
went across opposite Jericho. 17And the priests who took up the ark of the agreement of
the Lord kept their places, with their feet on dry land in the middle of Jordan, while all
Israel went over on dry land, till all the nation had gone over Jordan.

4
1Nowwhen all the nation had come to the other side of Jordan, the Lord said to Joshua,

2Take twelvemen from the people, aman for every tribe, 3And say to them, Take up from
the middle of Jordan, from the place where the feet of the priests were resting, twelve
stones, and take them over with you and put them down in the place where you take your
rest tonight. 4So Joshua sent for the twelvemen,whomhehad ready, onemanout of every
tribe of the children of Israel, 5 And he said to them, Go over before the ark of the Lord
your God into the middle of Jordan, and let every one of you take up a stone on his back,
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one for every tribe of the children of Israel: 6 So that this may be a sign among you; when
your children say to you in time to come, What is the reason for these stones? 7Then you
will say to them, Because the waters of Jordan were cut off before the ark of the Lord's
agreement; when it went over Jordan the waters of Jordan were cut off: and these stones
will be a sign for the childrenof Israel, keeping it in theirmemory for ever. 8So the children
of Israel did as Joshua gave themorders, and took twelve stones from themiddle of Jordan,
as the Lord had said to Joshua, one for every tribe of the children of Israel; these they took
across with them to their night's resting-place and put them down there. 9And Joshua put
up twelve stones in the middle of Jordan, where the feet of the priests who took up the
ark of the agreement had been placed: and there they are to this day. 10 For the priests
who took up the ark kept there in the middle of Jordan till all the orders given to Joshua
by Moses from the Lord had been done: then the people went over quickly. 11And when
all the people had come to the other side, the ark of the Lord went over, and the priests,
before the eyes of the people. 12And the children of Reuben and the children of Gad and
thehalf-tribe ofManassehwent over armedbefore the children of Israel asMoses had said
to them: 13About forty thousand armed for war went over before the Lord to the fight, to
the lowlands of Jericho. 14That day the Lordmade Joshua great in the eyes of all Israel; and
all the days of his life they went in fear of him, as they had gone in fear of Moses. 15 Then
the Lord said to Joshua, 16 Give orders to the priests who take up the ark of witness, to
come up out of Jordan. 17 So Joshua gave orders to the priests, saying, Come up now out of
Jordan. 18And when the priests who took up the ark of the Lord's agreement came up out
of Jordan and their feet came out on to dry land, the waters of Jordan went back to their
place, overflowing its edges as before. 19 So on the tenth day of the first month the people
came up out of Jordan, and put up their tents in Gilgal, on the east side of Jericho. 20And
the twelve stones which they took out of Jordan, Joshua put up in Gilgal. 21And he said to
the children of Israel, When your children say to their fathers in time to come,What is the
reason for these stones? 22Then give your children the story, and say, Israel came over this
river Jordan on dry land. 23 For the Lord your God made the waters of Jordan dry before
you till you had gone across, as he did to the Red Sea, drying it up before us till we had gone
across: 24 So that all the peoples of the earth may see that the hand of the Lord is strong;
and that theymay go in fear of the Lord your God for ever.

5
1Now when the news came to all the kings of the Amorites on the west side of Jordan,

and all the kings of the Canaanites living by the sea, how the Lord had made the waters
of Jordan dry before the children of Israel, till they had gone across, their hearts became
likewater, and therewas nomore spirit in them, because of the children of Israel. 2At that
time the Lord said to Joshua, Make yourself stone knives and give the children of Israel
circumcision a second time. 3So Joshuamade stone knives and gave the children of Israel
circumcision at Gibeath-ha-araloth. 4 And this is the reason why Joshua did so: all the
males of the people who came out of Egypt, all the fighting-men, had been overtaken by
death in the waste land on the way, after they came out of Egypt. 5 All the people who
came out had undergone circumcision; but all the people whose birth had taken place
in the waste land on their journey from Egypt had not. 6 For the children of Israel were
wandering in the waste land for forty years, till all the nation, that is, all the fighting-
men, who had come out of Egypt, were dead, because they did not give ear to the voice
of the Lord: to whom the Lord said, with an oath, that he would not let them see the land
which the Lord had given his word to their fathers to give us, a land flowingwithmilk and
honey. 7And their children, who came up in their place, now underwent circumcision by
the hands of Joshua, not having had it before: for there had been no circumcision on the
journey. 8 So when all the nation had undergone circumcision, they kept in their tents till
they were well again. 9 And the Lord said to Joshua, Today the shame of Egypt has been
rolled away from you. So that place was named Gilgal, to this day. 10 So the children of
Israel put up their tents in Gilgal; and they kept the Passover on the fourteenth day of the
month, in the evening, in the lowlands of Jericho. 11Andon the day after the Passover, they
had for their food theproduceof the land, unleavenedcakesanddrygrainon the sameday.
12And there was no more manna from the day after they had for their food the produce
of the land; the children of Israel had manna no longer, but that year the produce of the
land of Canaanwas their food. 13Nowwhen Joshuawas near Jericho, lifting up his eyes he
saw a man in front of him, with his sword uncovered in his hand: and Joshua went up to
him and said, Are you for us or against us? 14And he said, No; but I have come as captain
of the armies of the Lord. Then Joshua, falling downwith his face to the earth in worship,



Joshua 5:15 155 Joshua 7:2

said, What has my lord to say to his servant? 15And the captain of the Lord's army said to
Joshua, Take off your shoes from your feet, for the placewhere you are is holy. And Joshua
did so.

6
1 (Now Jericho was all shut up because of the children of Israel: there was no going out

or coming in.) 2And the Lord said to Joshua, See, I have given into your hands Jerichowith
its king and all its men of war. 3 Now let all your fighting-men make a circle round the
town, going all round it once. Do this for six days. 4And let seven priests go before the ark
with seven loud-soundinghorns in their hands: on the seventh day you are to go round the
town seven times, the priests blowing their horns. 5And at the sound of a long note on the
horns, let all the people give a loud cry; and the wall of the town will come down flat, and
all the people are to go straight forward. 6Then Joshua, the son of Nun, sent for the priests
and said to them, Take up the ark of the agreement, and let seven priests take seven horns
in their hands and go before the ark of the Lord. 7And he said to the people, Go forward,
circling the town, and let the armedmengobefore thearkof theLord. 8Soafter Joshuahad
said this to the people, the seven priests with their seven horns went forward before the
Lord, blowing on their horns: and the ark of the Lord's agreement went after them. 9And
the armed men went before the priests who were blowing the horns, and the mass of the
people went after the ark, blowing their horns. 10And to the people Joshua gave an order,
saying, You will give no cry, andmake no sound, and let no word go out of your mouth till
the day when I say, Give a loud cry; then give a loud cry. 11 So he made the ark of the Lord
go all round the town once: then they went back to the tents for the night. 12And early in
the morning Joshua got up, and the priests took up the ark of the Lord. 13And the seven
priestswith their seven hornswent on before the ark of the Lord, blowing their horns: the
armed men went before them, and the mass of the people went after the ark of the Lord,
blowing their horns. 14The second day they went all round the town once, and then went
back to their tents: and so theydid for sixdays. 15Thenon the seventhday theygotupearly,
at the dawn of the day, and went round the town in the same way, but that day they went
round it seven times. 16 And the seventh time, at the sound of the priests' horns, Joshua
said to the people, Now give a loud cry; for the Lord has given you the town. 17 And the
town will be put to the curse, and everything in it will be given to the Lord: only Rahab,
the loosewoman, and all who are in the housewith her, will be kept safe, because she kept
secret the men we sent. 18And as for you, keep yourselves from the cursed thing, for fear
that youmay get a desire for it and take some of it for yourselves, and so be the cause of a
curse and great trouble on the tents of Israel. 19But all the silver and gold and the vessels
of brass and iron are holy to the Lord: they are to come into the store-house of the Lord.
20 So the people gave a loud cry, and the horns were sounded; and on hearing the horns
the people gave a loud cry, and the wall came down flat, so that the people went up into
the town, every man going straight before him, and they took the town. 21 And they put
everything in the town to the curse; men and women, young and old, ox and sheep and
ass, they put to death without mercy. 22 Then Joshua said to the two men who had been
sent tomake a search through the land, Go into the house of the loose woman, and get her
out, and all who are with her, as you gave her your oath. 23 So the searchers went in and
got out Rahab and her father and mother and her brothers and all she had, and they got
out all her family; and they took them outside the tents of Israel. 24 Then, after burning
up the town and everything in it, they put the silver and gold and the vessels of brass and
iron into the store-house of the Lord's house. 25But Joshua kept Rahab, the loose woman,
and her father's family and all she had, from death, and so she got a living-place among
the children of Israel to this day; because she kept safe the men whom Joshua had sent
to make a search through the land. 26 Then Joshua gave the people orders with an oath,
saying, Let thatman be cursed before the Lordwho puts his hand to the building up of this
town: with the loss of his first sonwill he put the first stone of it in place, andwith the loss
of his youngest son he will put up its doors. 27 So the Lord was with Joshua; and news of
himwent through all the land.

7
1But the childrenof Israel didwrongabout the cursed thing: forAchan, the sonof Carmi,

the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the family of Judah, took of the cursed thing, moving
the Lord to wrath against the children of Israel. 2Now Joshua sent men from Jericho to
Ai, which is by the side of Beth-aven, on the east side of Beth-el, and said to them, Go up
and make a search through the land. And the men went up and saw how Ai was placed.
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3 Then they came back to Joshua and said to him, Do not send all the people up, but let
about two or three thousandmen go up andmake an attack on Ai; there is no need for all
the people to be tired with the journey there, for it is only a small town. 4 So about three
thousand of the people went up, and were sent in flight by the men of Ai. 5 The men of
Ai put to death about thirty-six of them, driving them from before the town as far as the
stoneworks, and overcoming them on theway down: and the hearts of the people became
likewater. 6Then Joshua, in great grief, went down on the earth before the ark of the Lord
till the evening, andall the chiefs of Israelwithhim, and theyput dust on their heads. 7And
Joshua said, O Lord God, why have you taken us over Jordan only to give us up into the
hands of the Amorites for our destruction? If only it had been enough for us to keep on
the other side of Jordan! 8O Lord, what am I to say now that Israel have given way before
their attackers? 9 For when the news comes to the Canaanites and all the people of the
land, they will come up, shutting us in and cutting off our name from the earth: and what
will you do for the honour of your great name? 10 Then the Lord said to Joshua, Get up;
what are you doing with your face to the earth? 11 Israel has done wrong, sinning against
the agreement which I made with them: they have even taken of the cursed thing; acting
falsely like thieves they have put it among their goods. 12 For this reason the children of
Israel have givenway, turning their backs in flight before their attackers, because they are
cursed: I will no longer be with you, if you do not put the cursed thing away from among
you. 13Up! make the people holy; say to them,Make yourselves holy before tomorrow, for
the Lord, the God of Israel, has said, There is a cursed thing among you, O Israel, and you
will give way before your attackers in the fight till the cursed thing has been taken away
from among you. 14 So in the morning you are to come near, tribe by tribe; and the tribe
marked out by the Lord is to come near, family by family; and the family marked out by
the Lord is to come near, house by house; and the housemarked out by the Lord is to come
near, man by man. 15 Then the man who is taken with the cursed thing is to be burned,
with everything which is his; because he has gone against the agreement of the Lord and
has done an act of shame in Israel. 16 So Joshua got up early in the morning, and made
Israel come before him by their tribes; and the tribe of Judah was taken; 17Then he made
Judah come forward, and the family of the Zerahiteswas taken; and hemade the family of
the Zerahites come forwardman byman; and Zabdi was taken; 18Then the house of Zabdi
came forwardmanbyman, andAchan, the sonof Carmi, the sonof Zabdi, the sonof Zerah,
of the tribe of Judah, was taken. 19And Joshua said to Achan,My son, give glory and praise
to the Lord, the God of Israel; givemeword now of what you have done, and keep nothing
back fromme. 20And Achan, answering, said to Joshua, Truly I have done wrong against
the Lord, theGod of Israel, and this iswhat I have done: 21When I sawamong their goods a
fair robe of Babylon and two hundred shekels of silver, and amass of gold, fifty shekels in
weight, I was overcome by desire and took them; and they are put away in the earth inmy
tent, and the silver is under it. 22 So Joshua sent men quickly, and looking in his tent, they
saw where the robe had been put away secretly with the silver under it. 23And they took
them from the tent and came back with them to Joshua and the children of Israel, and put
them before the Lord. 24 Then Joshua and all Israel took Achan, the son of Zerah, and the
silver and the robe and the mass of gold, and his sons and his daughters and his oxen and
his asses and his sheep and his tent and everything he had; and they took themup into the
valley of Achor. 25And Joshua said,Why have you been a cause of trouble to us? Today the
Lordwill send trouble on you. And all Israel took part in stoning him; they had him stoned
to death and then burnedwith fire. 26And over him they put a greatmass of stones, which
is there to this day; then the heat of the Lord's wrath was turned away. So that place was
named, The Valley of Achor, to this day.

8
1Then the Lord said to Joshua, Have no fear and do not be troubled: takewith you all the

fighting-men and go up against Ai: for I have given into your hands the king of Ai and his
people andhis townandhis land: 2Andyou are to do toAi and its king as youdid to Jericho
and its king: but their goods and their cattle youmay take for yourselves: let a secret force
be stationed to make a surprise attack on the town from the back. 3 So Joshua and the
fighting-men got ready to go up against Ai; and Joshua took thirty thousand men of war,
and sent them out by night. 4And he gave them their orders, saying, Go and take up your
position secretly at thebackof the town: donot govery far away, and let all of yoube ready:
5And Iandall thepeoplewithmewill comenear the town, andwhen they comeout against
us as they did before, we will go in flight from them; 6And they will come out after us, till
wehave got themaway from the town; for theywill say, Theyhave gone inflight fromus as
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before; sowewill go in flight before them; 7Then youwill get up from your secret position
and take the town, for the Lord your God will give it up into your hands. 8And when you
have taken the town, put fire to it, as the Lord has said: see, I have given you your orders.
9 So Joshua sent them out: and they took up a secret position between Beth-el and Ai, on
thewest side of Ai: but Joshua kept with the people that night. 10And early in themorning
Joshua got up, and put the people in order, and he and the chiefs of Israel went up before
the people toAi. 11Andall thefighting-menwhowerewithhimwent up and camenear the
town, and took up a position on the north side of Ai facing the town, with a valley between
him and the town. 12And taking about five thousand men, he put them in position for a
surprise attack on the west side of Ai, between Beth-el and Ai. 13 So all the people were in
their places, the army on the north side of the town and the secret force on the west; and
that night Joshua went down into the valley. 14Now when the king of Ai saw it, he got up
quickly and went out to war against Israel, he and all his people, to the slope going down
to the valley; but he had no idea that a secret force was waiting at the back of the town.
15 Then Joshua and all Israel, acting as if they were overcome before them, went in flight
by way of the waste land. 16And all the people in Ai came together to go after them; and
they went after Joshua, moving away from the town. 17 There was not a man in Ai and
Beth-el who did not go out after Israel; and the townwas open and unwatched while they
went after Israel. 18And the Lord said to Joshua, Let your spear be stretched out against
Ai; for I will give it into your hands. So Joshua took up his spear, stretching it out in the
direction of the town. 19Then the secret force came quickly from their place, and running
forwardwhen they sawhis hand stretched out, went into the town and took it, and put fire
to it straight away. 20Then themen of Ai, looking back, saw the smoke of the town going up
to heaven, and were unable to go this way or that: and the people who had gone in flight
to the waste land were turned back on those who were coming after them. 21And when
Joshua and all Israel saw that the town had been taken by the surprise attack, and that the
smoke of the town had gone up, turning round they overcame the men of Ai. 22 Then the
other force cameout of the townagainst them, so that theywerebeing attackedon this side
and on that: and Israel overcame themand let not one of themget awaywith his life. 23But
the king of Ai they made prisoner, and took him to Joshua. 24 Then, after the destruction
of all the people of Ai in the field and in the waste land where they went after them, and
when all the people had been put to death without mercy, all Israel went back to Ai, and
put to death all who were in it without mercy. 25On that day twelve thousand were put to
death, men and women, all the people of Ai. 26For Joshua did not take back his hand with
the outstretched spear till the destruction of the people of Aiwas complete. 27But the cattle
and the goods from that town, Israel took for themselves, as the Lord had given orders to
Joshua. 28So Joshua gave Ai to the flames, andmade it awastemass of stones for ever, as it
is to this day. 29And he put the king of Ai to death, hanging him on a tree till evening: and
when the sun went down, Joshua gave them orders to take his body down from the tree,
and put it in the public place of the town, covering it with a great mass of stones, which
is there to this day. 30Then Joshua put up an altar to the Lord, the God of Israel, in Mount
Ebal, 31 In the way ordered by Moses, the servant of the Lord, as it is recorded in the book
of the law of Moses, an altar of uncut stones, untouched by any iron instrument: and on it
they made burned offerings and peace-offerings to the Lord. 32And he made there on the
stones a copy of the law ofMoses, writing it before the eyes of the children of Israel. 33And
all Israel, those who were Israelites by birth, as well as the men from other lands living
with them, and their responsible men and their overseers and judges, took their places
round the ark, in front of the priests, the Levites, whose work it was to take up the ark of
the Lord's agreement; half of them were stationed in front of Mount Gerizim and half in
front of Mount Ebal, in agreement with the orders for the blessing of the children of Israel
whichMoses, the servant of the Lord, had given. 34And after, he gave themall thewords of
the law, the blessing and the curse, as it is all recorded in the book of the law; 35Reading to
all the meeting of Israel, with the women and the children and the men from other lands
whowere living among them, every word of the orders whichMoses had given.

9
1Nowon hearing the news of these things, all the kings on thewest side of Jordan, in the

hill-country and the lowlands and by the Great Sea in front of Lebanon, the Hittites and
the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, theHivites, and the Jebusites, 2Came together
with onepurpose, tomakewaragainst Joshuaand Israel. 3And themenofGibeon, hearing
what Joshua had done to Jericho and Ai, 4Acting with deceit, got food together as if for a
long journey; and took old food-bags for their asses, and old and cracked wine-skins kept
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together with cord; 5And put old stitched-up shoes on their feet, and old clothing on their
backs; and all the food they had with them was dry and broken up. 6 And they came to
Joshua to the tent-circle at Gilgal, and said to him and to the men of Israel, We have come
from a far country: so nowmake an agreement with us. 7And themen of Israel said to the
Hivites, Itmaybe that you are living amongus; how thenmaywemake an agreementwith
you? 8And they said to Joshua, We are your servants. Then Joshua said to them, Who are
you andwhere do you come from? 9And they said to him, Your servants have come froma
very far country, because of the nameof the Lord yourGod: for the story of his great name,
and of all he did in Egypt has come to our ears, 10And what he did to the two kings of the
Amorites east of Jordan, to Sihon, king ofHeshbon, and toOg, king of Bashan, at Ashtaroth.
11 So the responsible men and all the people of our country said to us, Take food with you
for the journey and go to them, and say to them, We are your servants: so now make an
agreement with us. 12This bread which we have with us for our food, we took warm and
new from our houses when starting on our journey to you; but now see, it has become dry
and broken up. 13And thesewine-skinswere newwhenweput thewine in them, and now
they are cracked as you see; and our clothing and our shoes have become old because of
our very long journey here. 14 And the men took some of their food, without requesting
directions from the Lord. 15 So Joshua made peace with them, and made an agreement
with them that they were not to be put to death: and the chiefs of the people took an oath
to them. 16Now three days after, when they hadmade this agreement with them, they had
word that thesemenwere their neighbours, living near them. 17And the children of Israel
went forward on their journey, and on the third day came to their towns. Now their towns
were Gibeon and Chephirah and Beeroth and Kiriath-jearim. 18And the children of Israel
did not put them to death, because the chiefs of the people had taken an oath to them by
the Lord, the God of Israel. And all the people made an outcry against the chiefs. 19But all
the chiefs said to the people, We have taken an oath to them by the Lord, the God of Israel,
and so we may not put our hands on them. 20 This is what we will do to them: we will
not put them to death, for fear that wrath may come on us because of our oath to them.
21 Keep them living, and let them be servants, cutting wood and getting water for all the
people. And all the people did as the chiefs had said to them. 22Then Joshua sent for them,
and said to them, Why have you been false to us, saying, We are very far from you, when
you are living among us? 23Now because of this you are cursed, and you will for ever be
our servants, cutting wood and getting water for the house of my God. 24And, answering
Joshua, they said, Because it came to the ears of your servants that the Lord your God had
given orders to his servant Moses to give you all this land, and to send destruction on all
the people living in it, because of you; so, fearing greatly for our lives because of you, we
have done this. 25And nowwe are in your hands: do to us whatever seems good and right
to you. 26 So he kept them safe from the children of Israel, and did not let them be put to
death. 27And that day Joshuamade them servants, cutting wood and getting water for the
people and for the altar of the Lord, in the place marked out by him, to this day.

10
1Nowwhen it came to the ears of Adoni-zedek, king of Jerusalem, that Joshua had taken

Ai, and had given it up to the curse (for as he had done to Jericho and its king, so he had
done to Ai and its king); and that the people of Gibeon had made peace with Israel and
were living among them; 2Hewas in great fear, because Gibeonwas a great town, like one
of the king's towns, greater than Ai, and all the men in it were men of war. 3 So Adoni-
zedek, king of Jerusalem, sent to Hoham, king of Hebron, and to Piram, king of Jarmuth,
and to Japhia, king of Lachish, and to Debir, king of Eglon, saying, 4Comeup tome and give
me help, and let us make an attack on Gibeon: for they have made peace with Joshua and
the children of Israel. 5 So the five kings of the Amorites, the king of Jerusalem, the king
of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the king of Eglon, were banded
together, and went up with all their armies and took up their position before Gibeon and
made war against it. 6 And the men of Gibeon sent to Joshua to the tent-circle at Gilgal,
saying, Be not slow to send help to your servants; comeup quickly to our support and keep
us safe: for all the kings of the Amorites from the hill-country have come together against
us. 7 So Joshua went up from Gilgal with all his army and all his men of war. 8 And the
Lord said to Joshua, Have no fear of them, for I have given them into your hands; theywill
all give way before you. 9 So Joshua, having come up from Gilgal all night, made a sudden
attack on them. 10And the Lord made them full of fear before Israel, and they put great
numbers of them to death at Gibeon, and went after them by the way going up to Beth-
horon, driving them back to Azekah and Makkedah 11And in their flight before Israel, on
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the way down fromBeth-horon, the Lord sent down great stones from heaven on them all
the way to Azekah, causing their death: those whose death was caused by the stones were
more than those whom the children of Israel put to death with the sword. 12 It was on the
daywhen theLord gaveup theAmorites into thehands of the childrenof Israel that Joshua
said to the Lord, before the eyes of Israel, Sun, be at rest over Gibeon; and you, Omoon, in
the valley of Aijalon. 13And the sun was at rest and the moon kept its place till the nation
had given punishment to their attackers. (Is it not recorded in the book of Jashar?) So the
sun kept its place in the middle of the heavens, and was waiting, and did not go down, for
the space of a day. 14 And there was no day like that, before it or after it, when the Lord
gave ear to the voice of a man; for the Lord was fighting for Israel. 15And Joshua, with all
Israel, went back to the tent-circle at Gilgal. 16 But these five kings went in flight secretly
to a hole in the rock at Makkedah. 17Andword was given to Joshua that the five kings had
been taken in a hole in the rock atMakkedah. 18And Joshua said, Let great stones be rolled
against themouth of the hole, and letmen keepwatch by it: 19But do you, withoutwaiting,
go after their army, attacking them from the back; do not let them get into their towns, for
the Lord your God has given them into your hands. 20Nowwhen Joshua and the children
of Israel had come to the end of their war of complete destruction, and had put to death all
but a small band who had got safely into the walled towns, 21All the people went back to
Joshua to the tent-circle atMakkedah inpeace: andnoone said awordagainst the children
of Israel. 22Then Joshua said, Take away the stones from themouth of the hole in the rock,
and make those five kings come out to me. 23And they did so, and made those five kings
come out of the hole to him, the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth,
the king of Lachish, and the king of Eglon. 24And when they had made those kings come
out to Joshua, Joshua sent for all themen of Israel, and said to the chiefs of themen of war
who had gone with him, Come near and put your feet on the necks of these kings. So they
came near and put their feet on their necks. 25And Joshua said to them, Have no fear and
do not be troubled; be strong and take heart: for so will the Lord do to all against whom
you make war. 26 Then Joshua had them put to death, hanging them on five trees, where
they were till evening. 27And when the sun went down, they were taken down from the
trees, by Joshua's orders, and put into the hole where they had gone to be safe; and great
stones were placed at themouth of the hole, where they are to this day. 28That day Joshua
tookMakkedah, and put it and its king to the sword; every soul in it he gave up to the curse
without mercy: and he did to the king of Makkedah as he had done to the king of Jericho.
29 Then Joshua and all Israel with him went on from Makkedah and came to Libnah, and
made an attack on it; 30And again the Lord gave it and its king into the hands of Israel; and
he put it and every person in it to the sword, till their destruction was complete; and he
did to its king as he had done to the king of Jericho. 31Then Joshua and all Israel with him
went on from Libnah to Lachish, and took up their position against it and made an attack
on it, 32And the Lord gave Lachish into the hands of Israel, and on the second day he took
it, putting it and every person in it to the sword without mercy, as he had done to Libnah.
33 Then Horam, king of Gezer, came up to the help of Lachish; and Joshua overcame him
and his people, putting all of them to death. 34And Joshua and all Israel with himwent on
from Lachish to Eglon: and they took up their position against it andmade an attack on it;
35And that day they took it, putting it and every person in it to the sword, as he had done
to Lachish. 36And Joshua and all Israel with himwent up fromEglon toHebron, andmade
an attack on it; 37And took it, overcoming it and putting it and its king and its towns and
every person in it to the sword: as he had done to Eglon, he put them all to death, and gave
it up to the curse with every person in it. 38And Joshua and all Israel with himwent on to
make an attack on Debir; 39And he took it, with its king and all its towns: and he put them
to the sword, giving every person in it to the curse; all were put to death: as he had done to
Hebron, so he did to Debir and its king. 40So Joshua overcame all the land, the hill-country
and the South and the lowland and the mountain slopes, and all their kings; all were put
to death: and every living thing he gave up to the curse, as the Lord, the God of Israel, had
given him orders. 41 Joshua overcame them from Kadesh-barnea to Gaza, and all the land
of Goshen as far as Gibeon. 42And all these kings and their land Joshua took at the same
time, because the Lord, the God of Israel, was fighting for Israel. 43 Then Joshua and all
Israel with himwent back to their tents at Gilgal.

11
1Now Jabin, king of Hazor, hearing of these things, sent to Jobab, king of Madon, and

to the king of Shimron, and to the king of Achshaph, 2 And to the kings on the north in
the hill-country, and in the Arabah south of Chinneroth, and in the lowland, and in the
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highlands of Dor on the west, 3And to the Canaanites on the east and on the west, and to
the Amorites and the Hittites and the Perizzites, and the Jebusites in the hill-country, and
the Hivites under Hermon in the land of Mizpah. 4And they went out, they and all their
armies with them, a great people, in number like the sand on the seaside, with horses and
war-carriages in great number. 5And all these kings came together, and put their forces in
position at thewaters ofMerom, tomakewar on Israel. 6And theLord said to Joshua, Have
no fear of them: for tomorrow at this time I will give them all up dead before Israel; you
are to have the leg-muscles of their horses cut and their war-carriages burned with fire.
7 So Joshua and all the men of war with him came against them suddenly at the waters of
Merom, andmade an attack on them. 8And the Lord gave themup into the hands of Israel,
and they overcame them driving them back to great Zidon and to Misrephoth-maim and
into the valley ofMizpeh to the east; and theyput themall to death, nomangot away safely.
9And Joshuadid to themas the Lordhad said to him; he had the leg-muscles of their horses
cut and their war-carriages burnedwith fire. 10At that time, Joshuawent on to take Hazor
andput its king to the sword: for in earlier timesHazorwas the chief of all those kingdoms.
11And they put every person in it to death without mercy, giving every living thing up to
the curse, and burning Hazor. 12And all the towns of these kings, and all the kings, Joshua
took, and put them to the sword: he gave themup to the curse, asMoses, the servant of the
Lord, had said. 13As for the townsmade on hills of earth, not onewas burned by Israel but
Hazor,whichwas burnedby Joshua. 14Andall the goods taken from these towns, and their
cattle, the children of Israel kept for themselves; but every man they put to death without
mercy, till their destruction was complete, and there was no one living. 15As the Lord had
given orders toMoses his servant, soMoses gave orders to Joshua, and so Joshuadid; every
orderwhich the Lord had given toMoseswas done. 16So Joshua took all that land, the hill-
country and all the South, and all the land of Goshen, and the lowland and the Arabah, the
hill-country of Israel and its lowland; 17FromMount Halak, which goes up to Seir, as far as
Baal-gad in the valley of Lebanon under Mount Hermon: and all their kings he overcame
and put to death. 18 For a long time Joshua made war on all those kings. 19Not one town
made peace with the children of Israel, but only the Hivites of Gibeon: they took them all
in war. 20 For the Lord made them strong in heart to go to war against Israel, so that he
might give them up to the curse withoutmercy, and that destructionmight come on them,
as the Lord had given orders to Moses. 21And Joshua came at that time and put an end to
the Anakim in the hill-country, in Hebron, in Debir, in Anab, and in all the hill-country of
Judah and Israel: Joshua gave them and their towns to the curse. 22Not one of the Anakim
was to be seen in the land of the children of Israel: only in Gaza, in Gath, and in Ashdod,
some were still living. 23 So Joshua took all the land, as the Lord had said to Moses; and
Joshua gave it to the children of Israel as their heritage, making division of it among them
by their tribes. And the land had rest fromwar.

12
1Now these are the kings of the land whom the children of Israel overcame, taking as

their heritage their land on the east side of Jordan, from the valley of the Arnon to Mount
Hermon, and all the Arabah to the east: 2 Sihon, king of the Amorites, who was living in
Heshbon, ruling fromAroer,which is on theedgeof thevalleyof theArnon, and the town in
themiddle of the valley, andhalfGilead, as far as the river Jabbok, the limits of the children
of Ammon; 3 And the Arabah to the sea of Chinneroth, to the east, and to the sea of the
Arabah, that is the Salt Sea, to the east, theway to Beth-jeshimoth; and on the south, under
the slopes of Pisgah: 4And the land of Og, king of Bashan, of the rest of the Rephaim, who
was living at Ashtaroth and at Edrei, 5Ruling in the mountain of Hermon, and in Salecah,
and inall Bashan, as far as the limits of theGeshurites and theMaacathites, andhalfGilead,
to the land of Sihon, king of Heshbon. 6Moses, the servant of the Lord, and the children of
Israel overcame them; andMoses, the servant of the Lord, gave their land for a heritage to
the Reubenites, and the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh. 7And these are the kings
of the land whom Joshua and the children of Israel overcame on the west side of Jordan,
from Baal-gad in the valley of Lebanon toMount Halak, which goes up to Seir; and Joshua
gave the land to the tribes of Israel for a heritage, in keeping with their divisions; 8 In the
hill-country, and in the lowland, and in theArabah, and on themountain slopes, and in the
waste land, and in the South; the Hittites, the Amorites, and the Canaanites, the Perizzites,
the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9The king of Jericho, one; the king of Ai, which is near Beth-
el, one; 10The king of Jerusalem, one; the king of Hebron, one; 11The king of Jarmuth, one;
the king of Lachish, one; 12 The king of Eglon, one; the king of Gezer, one; 13 The king of
Debir, one; the king of Geder, one; 14The king of Hormah, one; the king of Arad, one; 15The
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king of Libnah, one; the king of Adullam, one; 16 The king of Makkedah, one; the king of
Beth-el, one; 17 The king of Tappuah, one; the king of Hepher, one; 18 The king of Aphek,
one; the king of Lassharon, one; 19 The king of Madon, one; the king of Hazor, one; 20 The
king of Shimron-meron, one; the king of Achshaph, one; 21 The king of Taanach, one; the
king ofMegiddo, one; 22Theking ofKedesh, one; the king of Jokneam inCarmel, one; 23The
kingofDoron thehill ofDor, one; thekingofGoiim inGilgal, one; 24Thekingof Tirzah, one;
all the kings together were thirty-one.

13
1Now Joshua was old and full of years; and the Lord said to him, You are old and full of

years, and there is still very much land to be taken. 2 This is the land which is still to be
taken: all the country of the Philistines, and all the Geshurites; 3From the Shihor, which is
beforeEgypt, to theedgeofEkron to thenorth,which is taken tobeCanaaniteproperty: the
five chiefs of the Philistines; the Gazites, and the Ashdodites, the Ashkelonites, the Gittites,
and the Ekronites, as well as the Avvim; 4On the south: all the land of the Canaanites, and
Mearahwhich is theproperty of the Zidonians, toAphek, as far as the limit of theAmorites:
5And the land of the Gebalites, and all Lebanon, looking east, from Baal-gad underMount
Hermonas far asHamath: 6All thepeople of thehill-country fromLebanon toMisrephoth-
maim, all the Zidonians; themwill I send out frombefore the children of Israel: onlymake
divisionof it to Israel foraheritage, as Ihavegivenyouorders todo. 7Sonowmakedivision
of this land for a heritage to the nine tribes, and the half-tribe of Manasseh. 8With him
the Reubenites and the Gadites have been given their heritage, which Moses gave them,
on the east side of Jordan, as Moses, the servant of the Lord, gave them; 9 From Aroer, on
the edge of the valley of the Arnon, and the town in the middle of the valley, and all the
table-land fromMedeba to Dibon; 10And all the towns of Sihon, king of the Amorites, who
was ruling in Heshbon, to the limits of the children of Ammon; 11And Gilead, and the land
of the Geshurites and the Maacathites, and all Mount Hermon, and all Bashan to Salecah;
12All the kingdom of Og in Bashan, who was ruling in Ashtaroth and in Edrei (he was one
of the last of the Rephaim); these did Moses overcome, driving them out of their country.
13However, the people of Israel did not send out the Geshurites, or the Maacathites: but
Geshur andMaacath are living among Israel to this day. 14Only to the tribe of Levi he gave
no heritage; the offerings of the Lord, the God of Israel, made by fire are his heritage, as
he said to him. 15And Moses gave their heritage to the tribe of Reuben by their families.
16 Their limit was from Aroer, on the edge of the valley of the Arnon, and the town in the
middle of the valley, and all the table-land byMedeba; 17Heshbon and all her towns in the
table-land; Dibon, and Bamoth-baal, and Beth-baal-meon; 18 And Jahaz, and Kedemoth,
andMephaath; 19And Kiriathaim, and Sibmah, and Zereth-shahar in the mountain of the
valley; 20And Beth-peor, and the slopes of Pisgah, and Beth-jeshimoth; 21And all the towns
of the table-land, and all the kingdom of Sihon, king of the Amorites, who was ruling in
Heshbon, whomMoses overcame, togetherwith the chiefs ofMidian, Evi, and Rekem, and
Zur, and Hur, and Reba, the chiefs of Sihon, who were living in the land. 22And Balaam,
the son of Beor, the prophet, the children of Israel put to death with the sword. 23 And
the limit of the children of Reuben was the edge of Jordan. This was the heritage of the
children of Reuben by their families, with its towns and its unwalled places. 24AndMoses
gave their heritage to the tribe of Gad by their families. 25And their limit was Jazer, and all
the towns of Gilead, and half the land of the children of Ammon, to Aroer before Rabbah;
26And fromHeshbon to Ramath-mizpeh, and Betonim; and fromMahanaim to the edge of
Debir; 27 And in the valley, Beth-haram, and Beth-nimrah, and Succoth, and Zaphon, the
rest of the kingdom of Sihon, king of Heshbon, having Jordan for its limit, to the end of the
sea of Chinnereth on the east side of Jordan. 28 This is the heritage of the children of Gad
by their families, with its towns and its unwalled places 29And Moses gave their heritage
to the half-tribe of Manasseh by their families. 30And their limit was fromMahanaim, all
Bashan, all the kingdomofOg, king of Bashan, and allHavvoth-Jair, in Bashan, sixty towns;
31And half Gilead, and Ashtaroth, and Edrei, towns of the kingdom of Og in Bashan, were
for the children of Machir, the son of Manasseh, for half of the children of Machir by their
families. 32 These are the heritages of which Moses made distribution in the lowlands of
Moab, on the other side of Jordan in Jericho, to the east. 33 But to the tribe of Levi Moses
gave no heritage: the Lord, the God of Israel, is their heritage, as he said to them.

14
1 And these are the heritages which the children of Israel took in the land of Canaan,

which Eleazar, the priest, and Joshua, the son of Nun, and the heads of the tribes of the
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children of Israel, gave out to them; 2 Their heritage by the Lord's decision, as he gave
orders byMoses, for the nine tribes and the half-tribe. 3ForMoses had given their heritage
to the two tribes and the half-tribe on the other side of Jordan, but to the Levites he gave
no heritage among them. 4Because the children of Joseph were two tribes, Manasseh and
Ephraim; and they gave the Levites no part in the land, only towns for their living-places,
with the grass-lands for their cattle and for their property. 5As theLordhadgivenorders to
Moses, so the people of Israel did, and they made division of the land. 6Then the children
of Judah went to Joshua in Gilgal; and Caleb, the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite, said to
him, You have knowledge of what the Lord said to Moses, the man of God, about me and
about you in Kadesh-barnea. 7 I was forty years old when Moses, the servant of the Lord,
sent me from Kadesh-barnea to make a search through the land; and the account which I
gave him was in keeping with his desire. 8My brothers, however, who went up with me,
made the heart of the people like water: but I was true to the Lordwith all my heart. 9And
on that day Moses took an oath, saying, Truly the land where your feet have been placed
will become a heritage for you and your children for ever, because you have been true
to the Lord your God with all your heart. 10 And now, as you see, the Lord has kept me
safe these forty-five years, from the time when the Lord said this to Moses, while Israel
was wandering in the waste land: and now I am eighty-five years old. 11 And still, I am
as strong today as I was when Moses sent me out: as my strength was then, so is it now,
for war and for all the business of life. 12 So now, give me this hill-country named by the
Lord at that time; for you had an account of it then, how the Anakimwere there, and great
walled towns: it may be that the Lord will be withme, and I will be able to take their land,
as the Lord said. 13 And Joshua gave him his blessing; and he gave Hebron to Caleb, the
son of Jephunneh, for his heritage. 14 So Hebron became the heritage of Caleb, the son of
Jephunneh the Kenizzite, to this day, becausewith all his heart hewas true to the Lord, the
God of Israel. 15 In earlier times the name of Hebron had been Kiriath-arba, named after
Arba, the greatest of the Anakim. And the land had rest fromwar.

15
1Now the part of the land marked out for the children of Judah by families, went up to

theedgeofEdom, as far as thewaste landof Zin to the south, to the farthest point of it on the
south. 2Their south limit was from the farthest part of the Salt Sea, from the inlet looking
to the south: 3 From there it goes south of the slope up to Akrabbim, and on to Zin, then
south past Kadesh-barnea, and on by Hezron and up to Addar, turning in the direction of
Karka: 4Then on to Azmon, ending at the stream of Egypt: and the end of the limit is at the
sea; this will be your limit on the south. 5And the east limit is the Salt Sea as far as the end
of Jordan. And the limit of the north part of the land is from the inlet of the sea at the end of
Jordan: 6Then the line goes up to Beth-hoglah, past the north of Beth-arabah, and up to the
stone of Bohan, the son of Reuben; 7Then the line goes up toDebir from the valley of Achor,
and so to the north, in the direction of Gilgal, which is opposite the slope up to Adummim,
on the south side of the river: and the line goes on to the waters of En-shemesh, ending at
En-rogel: 8Then the line goes up by the valley of the son of Hinnom to the south side of the
Jebusite (which is Jerusalem): then up to the top of the mountain in front of the valley of
Hinnom to the west, which is at the farthest point of the valley of Rephaim on the north:
9And the limit is marked out from the top of the mountain to the fountain of the waters
of Nephtoah, and out to the towns of Mount Ephron, as far as Baalah (which is Kiriath-
jearim): 10Then turningwest, the line goes fromBaalah toMount Seir, and on to the side of
Mount Jearim (which is Chesalon) on the north, then down to Beth-shemesh, and on past
Timnah: 11 And out to the side of Ekron to the north: then it is marked out to Shikkeron
and on to Mount Baalah, ending at Jabneel; the end of the line is at the sea. 12 And the
limit on the west is the edge of the Great Sea. This is the line going round the landmarked
out for the children of Judah, by their families. 13And to Caleb, the son of Jephunneh, he
gave a part among the children of Judah, as the Lord had given orders to Joshua, that is,
Kiriath-arba, named after Arba, the father of Anakwhich is Hebron. 14And the three sons
ofAnak, Sheshai andAhimanandTalmai, the childrenofAnak,were forcedout from there
by Caleb. 15 From there he went up against the people of Debir: (now the name of Debir
before that was Kiriath-sepher.) 16And Caleb said, I will give Achsah, my daughter, as wife
to the man who overcomes Kiriath-sepher and takes it. 17And Othniel, the son of Kenaz,
Caleb's brother, took it: so he gave him his daughter Achsah for his wife. 18 Now when
she came to him, he put into her mind the idea of requesting a field from her father: and
she got down from her ass; and Caleb said to her, What is it? 19 And she said, Give me a
blessing; because you have put me in dry south-land, now give me springs of water. So
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he gave her the higher spring and the lower spring. 20 This is the heritage of the tribe of
Judah, by their families. 21 The farthest towns of the tribe of Judah in the direction of the
limits of Edomto the south,wereKabzeel, andEder, and Jagur; 22AndKinah, andDimonah,
and Adadah; 23 And Kedesh, and Hazor, and Ithnan; 24 Ziph, and Telem, and Bealoth;
25 And Hazor-hadattah, and Kerioth-hezron (which is Hazor); 26 Amam, and Shema, and
Moladah; 27 And Hazar-gaddah, and Heshmon, and Beth-pelet; 28 And Hazar-shual, and
Beer-sheba, and Biziothiah; 29Baalah, and Iim, and Ezem; 30And Eltolad, and Chesil, and
Hormah; 31 And Ziklag, and Madmannah, and Sansannah; 32 And Lebaoth, and Shilhim,
and Ain, and Rimmon; all the towns are twenty-nine, with their unwalled places. 33 In
the lowland, Eshtaol, and Zorah, and Ashnah; 34 And Zanoah, and En-gannim, Tappuah,
and Enam; 35 Jarmuth, and Adullam, Socoh, and Azekah; 36And Shaaraim, and Adithaim,
and Gederah, and Gederothaim; fourteen towns with their unwalled places. 37 Zenan,
and Hadashah, and Migdal-gad; 38 And Dilan, and Mizpeh, and Joktheel; 39 Lachish, and
Bozkath, and Eglon; 40 And Cabbon, and Lahmas, and Chithlish; 41 And Gederoth, Beth-
dagon, and Naamah, andMakkedah; sixteen towns with their unwalled places. 42Libnah,
and Ether, and Ashan; 43And Iphtah, and Ashnah, and Nezib; 44And Keilah, and Achzib,
andMareshah; nine townswith their unwalled places. 45Ekron, with her daughter-towns
andherunwalledplaces; 46FromEkron to the sea, all the townsby the side ofAshdod,with
their unwalled places. 47Ashdod,with her daughter-towns andher unwalled places; Gaza,
with her daughter-towns and her unwalled places, to the stream of Egypt, with the Great
Sea as a limit. 48And in the hill-country, Shamir, and Jattir, and Socoh; 49And Dannah, and
Kiriath-sannah (which is Debir); 50 And Anab, and Eshtemoh, and Anim; 51 And Goshen,
and Holon, and Giloh; eleven towns with their unwalled places. 52Arab, and Dumah, and
Eshan; 53And Janim, and Beth-tappuah, and Aphekah; 54And Humtah, and Kiriath-arba
(which is Hebron), and Zior; nine towns with their unwalled places. 55Maon, Carmel, and
Ziph, and Jutah; 56 And Jezreel, and Jokdeam, and Zanoah; 57 Kain, Gibeah, and Timnah;
ten townswith their unwalled places. 58Halhul, Beth-zur, and Gedor; 59AndMaarath, and
Beth-anoth, and Eltekon; six towns with their unwalled places. 60 Kiriath-baal (which is
Kiriath-jearim), and Rabbah; two towns with their unwalled places. 61 In the waste land,
Beth-arabah, Middin, and Secacah; 62 And Nibshan, and the Town of Salt, and En-gedi;
six towns with their unwalled places. 63And as for the Jebusites living in Jerusalem, the
children of Judah were unable to make them go out; but the Jebusites are living with the
children of Judah at Jerusalem, to this day.

16
1And the limit of the land marked out for the children of Joseph went out from Jordan

at Jericho, at the waters of Jericho on the east, in the waste land, going up from Jericho
through the hill-country to Beth-el; 2 And it goes out from Beth-el to Luz, and on as far
as the limit of the Archites to Ataroth; 3 And it goes down to the west to the limit of the
Japhletites, to the limit of Beth-horon the lower, as far as Gezer; ending at the sea. 4And
the children of Joseph, Manasseh and Ephraim, took their heritage. 5And the limit of the
land of the children of Ephraim by their families was marked out in this way: the limit
of their heritage to the east was Ataroth-addar, to Beth-horon the higher; 6 The line goes
out to the west at Michmethath on the north; then turning to the east to Taanath-shiloh,
going past it on the east of Janoah; 7And from Janoah down to Ataroth, and to Naarah, and
touching Jericho, it goes on to Jordan. 8 From Tappuah the line goes on to the west to the
river of Kanah; ending at the sea. This is the heritage of the children of Ephraim by their
families; 9Togetherwith the townsmarked out for the children of Ephraim in the heritage
of Manasseh, all the towns with their unwalled places. 10 And the Canaanites who were
living in Gezer were not forced out; but the Canaanites have been living among Ephraim,
to this day, as servants, doing forced work.

17
1And this was the part marked out for the tribe of Manasseh, because he was the oldest

son of Joseph. As for Machir, the oldest son of Manasseh, the father of Gilead, because
he was a man of war he had Gilead and Bashan. 2 And as for the rest of the children of
Manasseh, their heritage was given to them by families; for the children of Abiezer, and
for the children of Helek, and for the children of Asriel, and for the children of Shechem,
and for the children of Hepher, and for the children of Shemida: these were the male
children of Manasseh, the son of Joseph, by their families. 3 But Zelophehad, the son of
Hepher, the son of Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of Manasseh, had no sons, but only
daughters; and these are the names of his daughters: Mahlah, and Noah, Hoglah, Milcah,
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and Tirzah. 4 And they came before Eleazar the priest, and Joshua, the son of Nun, and
before the chiefs, saying, The Lord gave orders to Moses to give us a heritage among our
brothers: so in agreementwith the orders of the Lord he gave themaheritage among their
father's brothers. 5And ten partswere given toManasseh, in addition to the land of Gilead
and Bashan, which is on the other side of Jordan; 6 Because the daughters of Manasseh
had a heritage among his sons, and the land of Gilead was the property of the other sons
of Manasseh. 7And the limit of Manasseh's land was from Asher to Michmethath, which
is before Shechem; the line goes on to the right hand, to the people of En-tappuah. 8 The
land of Tappuahwas the property ofManasseh; but Tappuah on the edge ofManassehwas
the property of the children of Ephraim. 9And the limit goes down to the stream Kanah,
to the south of the stream: these towns were Ephraim's among the towns of Manasseh;
Manasseh's limit was on the north side of the stream, ending at the sea: 10To the south it is
Ephraim's, and to the north it is Manasseh's, and the sea is his limit; and they are touching
Asher on the north, and Issachar on the east. 11 In Issachar andAsher, Manasseh had Beth-
shean and its daughter-towns, and Ibleam and its daughter-towns, and the people of Dor
and its daughter-towns, and the people of En-dor and its daughter-towns, and the people
of Taanach and its daughter-towns, and the people of Megiddo and its daughter-towns,
that is, the three hills. 12 But the children of Manasseh were not able to make the people
of those towns go out; but the Canaanites would go on living in that land. 13Andwhen the
children of Israel had become strong, they put the Canaanites to forced work, in place of
driving them out. 14 Then the children of Joseph said to Joshua, Why have you given me
only one part and one stretch of land for my heritage? For through the blessing given to
me by the Lord up to now, I am a great people. 15 Then Joshua said to them, If you are
such a great people, go up into the woodlands, clearing a place there for yourselves in the
land of the Perizzites and the Rephaim, if the hill-country of Ephraim is not wide enough
for you. 16And the children of Joseph said, The hill-country is not enough for us: and all
the Canaanites living in the valley have iron war-carriages, those in Beth-shean and its
towns aswell as those in the valley of Jezreel. 17Then Joshua said to the children of Joseph,
to Ephraim and Manasseh, You are a great people, and have great power: you are not to
have one property only, 18For the hill-country of Gileadwill be yours ... the woodland and
cut down ... its outskirts will be yours ... get the Canaanites out, for they have iron war-
carriages ... strong.

18
1Andall themeeting of the children of Israel came together at Shiloh andput up the Tent

ofmeeting there: and the landwas crushed before them. 2But therewere still seven tribes
among the children of Israel who had not taken up their heritage. 3 Then Joshua said to
the children of Israel, Why are you so slow to go in and take up your heritage in the land
which the Lord, the God of your fathers, has given you? 4Take from among you threemen
from every tribe; and I will send them to go through the land and make a record of it for
distribution as their heritage; then let themcomeback tome. 5And let themmake division
of it into seven parts: let Judah keep inside his limit on the south, and let the children of
Joseph keep inside their limit on the north. 6And you are to have the land marked out in
seven parts, and come back tomewith the record; and Iwill make the distribution for you
here by the decision of the Lord our God. 7 For the Levites have no part among you; to be
the Lord's priests is their heritage; and Gad and Reuben and the half-tribe of Manasseh
have had their heritage on the east side of Jordan, given to them by Moses, the servant of
the Lord. 8So themengot up andwent; and Joshua gave orders to thosewhowent, tomake
a record of the land, saying, Go up and down through the land, andmake a record of it and
come back here to me, and I will make the distribution for you here by the decision of the
Lord in Shiloh. 9 So the men went, travelling through the land, and made a record of it by
towns in seven parts in a book, and came back to Joshua to the tent-circle at Shiloh. 10And
Joshua made the distribution for them in Shiloh by the decision of the Lord, marking out
the land for the children of Israel by their divisions. 11And the first heritage came out for
the tribe of Benjamin by their families: and the limit of their heritage went between the
children of Judah and the children of Joseph. 12And their limit on the north was from the
Jordan, and the line goes up to the side of Jericho on the north and through the hill-country
to thewest, ending at thewaste land of Beth-aven. 13And from there the line goes south to
Luz, to the side of Luz (which is Beth-el), then down to Ataroth-addar, by the mountain to
the south of Beth-horon the lower. 14And the limit is marked as coming round to the south
on the west side from the mountain which is south of Beth-horon, and ending at Kiriath-
baal (which is Kiriath-jearim), a town of the children of Judah: this is the west part. 15And
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the south part is from the farthest point of Kiriath-jearim, and the line goes out to thewest
to the fountain of the waters of Nephtoah: 16And the line goes down to the farthest part of
themountain facing the valley of the son of Hinnom, which is on the north of the valley of
Rephaim: from there it goes down to the valley ofHinnom, to the side of the Jebusite on the
south as far as En-rogel; 17And it goes to En-shemesh and on to Geliloth, opposite the way
up to Adummim, and it goes down to the stone of Bohan, the son of Reuben; 18And it goes
on to the side facing theArabah to thenorth, anddown to theArabah; 19Andon to thenorth
side of Beth-hoglah, ending at the north inlet of the Salt Sea at the south end of Jordan; this
is their limit on the south. 20And the limit of the east part is the Jordan. This is the heritage
of the childrenofBenjamin,markedout for their familiesby these limits onall sides. 21And
the towns of the children of Benjamin, given to them in the order of their families, are
Jericho and Beth-hoglah and Emek-kezziz 22And Beth-arabah and Zemaraim and Beth-el
23AndAvvimandParahandOphrah 24AndChephar-Ammoni andOphni andGeba; twelve
towns with their unwalled places; 25Gibeon and Ramah and Beeroth 26And Mizpeh and
Chephirah and Mozah 27 And Rekem and Irpeel and Taralah 28 And Zela, Eleph and the
Jebusite (which is Jerusalem), Gibeath and Kiriath; fourteen towns with their unwalled
places. This is the heritage of the children of Benjamin by their families.

19
1And the second heritage came out for the tribe of Simeon by their families; and their

heritagewas in themiddle of the heritage of the children of Judah. 2And they had for their
heritageBeer-shebaandShemaandMoladah 3AndHazar-shual andBalahandEzem 4And
Eltolad and Bethul and Hormah 5And Ziklag and Beth-marcaboth and Hazar-susah 6And
Beth-lebaoth and Sharuhen; thirteen towns with their unwalled places; 7 Ain, Rimmon,
and Ether and Ashan; four towns with their unwalled places; 8 And all the unwalled
places round about these towns as far as Baalath-beer-ramah to the south. This is the
heritage of the tribe of Simeon by their families. 9 The heritage of Simeon was taken out
of Judah's stretch of land, for Judah's part wasmore than they had need of, so the heritage
of the children of Simeon was inside their heritage. 10 And the third heritage came out
for Zebulun by their families; the limit of their heritage was as far as Sarid; 11 And their
limit goes up to the west to Maralah, stretching to Dabbesheth, and to the stream in front
of Jokneam; 12 Then turning east from Sarid to the limit of Chisloth-tabor, it goes out to
Daberath, and up to Japhia; 13And from there it goes on east to Gath-hepher, to Eth-kazin;
ending at Rimmonwhich goes as far as Neah; 14And the line goes round it on the north to
Hannathon, ending at the valley of Iphtah-el; 15AndKattath andNahalal and Shimron and
Idalah and Beth-lehem; twelve towns with their unwalled places. 16This is the heritage of
the children of Zebulun by their families, these towns with their unwalled places. 17 For
Issachar the fourth heritage came out, for the children of Issachar by their families; 18And
their limit was to Jezreel and Chesulloth and Shunem 19 And Hapharaim and Shion and
Anaharath 20 And Rabbith and Kishion and Ebez 21 And Remeth and En-gannim and En-
haddah andBeth-pazzez; 22And their limit goes as far as Tabor and Shahazimah andBeth-
shemesh, endingat Jordan; sixteen townswith theirunwalledplaces. 23This is theheritage
of the tribe of the children of Issachar by their families, these towns with their unwalled
places. 24 And the fifth heritage came out for the tribe of Asher by their families. 25 And
their limit was Helkath and Hali and Beten and Achshaph 26And Alammelech and Amad
and Mishal, stretching to Carmel on the west and Shihor-libnath; 27Turning to the east to
Beth-dagon and stretching to Zebulun and the valley of Iphtah-el as far as Beth-emek and
Neiel to the north; on the left it goes as far as Cabul 28And Ebron and Rehob and Hammon
and Kanah, to great Zidon; 29And the limit goes round to Ramah and the walled town of
Tyre and Hosah, ending at the sea by Heleb and Achzib; 30 And Ummah and Aphek and
Rehob; twenty-two towns with their unwalled places. 31 This is the heritage of the tribe
of the children of Asher by their families, these towns with their unwalled places. 32 For
the children of Naphtali the sixth heritage came out, for the children of Naphtali by their
families; 33And their limit was fromHeleph, from the oak-tree in Zaanannim, and Adami-
hannekeb and Jabneel, as far as Lakkum, ending at Jordan; 34And turningwest to Aznoth-
tabor, the limit goes out from there to Hukkok, stretching to Zebulun on the south, and
Asher on the west, and Judah at Jordan on the east. 35And the walled towns are Ziddim,
Zer, andHammath, Rakkath, and Chinnereth 36AndAdamah andRamah andHazor 37And
Kedesh and Edrei and En-Hazor 38 And Iron and Migdal-el, Horem and Beth-anath and
Beth-shemesh; nineteen towns with their unwalled places. 39 This is the heritage of the
tribe of the children of Naphtali by their families, these towns with their unwalled places.
40 For the tribe of Dan by their families the seventh heritage came out; 41 And the limit
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of their heritage was Zorah and Eshtaol and Ir-shemesh 42 And Shaalabbin and Aijalon
and Ithlah 43And Elon and Timnah and Ekron 44And Eltekeh and Gibbethon and Baalath
45And Jehud and Bene-berak and Gath-rimmon; 46And on the west was ... opposite Joppa.
47 (But the limit of the children of Dan was not wide enough for them; so the children of
Dan went up andmade war on Leshem and took it, putting it to the sword without mercy,
and they took it for their heritage and made a place for themselves there, giving it the
name of Leshem-dan, after the name of their father, Dan.) 48 This is the heritage of the
tribe of the children of Dan by their families, these townswith their unwalled places. 49So
the distribution of the land and its limits was complete; and the children of Israel gave
Joshua, the son of Nun, a heritage among them; 50By the orders of the Lord they gave him
the town forwhich hemade request, Timnath-serah in the hill-country of Ephraim: there,
after building the town, hemade his living-place. 51These are the heritages which Eleazar
the priest and Joshua, the son of Nun, and the heads of families of the tribes of the children
of Israel gave out at Shiloh, by the decision of the Lord, at the door of the Tent of meeting.
So the distribution of the land was complete.

20
1And the Lord said to Joshua, 2Say to the children of Israel, Let certain towns bemarked

out as safeplaces, as I said to youby themouthofMoses, 3So that anymanwho inerror and
without design has taken the life of another, may go in flight to them: and theywill be safe
places for you fromhimwhohas the right of punishment for blood. 4And if anyone goes in
flight to one of those towns, and comes into the public place of the town, and puts his cause
before the responsible men of the town, they will take him into the town and give him a
place among themwhere hemay be safe. 5And if the onewho has the right of punishment
comes after him, they are not to give the taker of life up to him; because he was the cause
of his neighbour's death without designing it and not in hate. 6And he is to go on living in
that town till he has to comebefore themeeting of the people to be judged; (till the death of
himwho is high priest at that time:) then the taker of lifemay comeback to his townand to
his house, to the town fromwhich he had gone in flight. 7So theymade selection of Kedesh
in Galilee in the hill-country of Naphtali, and Shechem in the hill-country of Ephraim, and
Kiriath-arba (which isHebron) in thehill-country of Judah. 8Andon the east side of Jordan
at Jericho, theymade selection of Bezer in thewaste land, in the table-land, out of the tribe
of Reuben, and Ramoth in Gilead out of the tribe of Gad, and Golan in Bashan out of the
tribe ofManasseh. 9Thesewere the townsmarked out for all the children of Israel and for
the man from a strange country living among them, so that anyone causing the death of
another in error, might go in flight there, and not be put to death by himwho has the right
of punishment for blood till he had come before themeeting of the people.

21
1Then the heads of the families of the Levites came to Eleazar the priest and Joshua, the

son of Nun, and to the heads of families of the tribes of the children of Israel; 2And said to
them in Shiloh in the land of Canaan, The Lord gave orders byMoses that wewere to have
towns for living in, with their grass-lands for our cattle. 3And the children of Israel out of
their heritage gave to the Levites these towns with their grass-lands, by the order of the
Lord. 4And the heritage came out for the families of the Kohathites: the children of Aaron
the priest, who were of the Levites, were given thirteen towns from the tribes of Judah,
Simeon, andBenjamin. 5The rest of the childrenofKohathby their familieswere given ten
towns from the tribes of Ephraim and Dan and the half-tribe of Manasseh. 6The children
of Gershon by their families were given thirteen towns from the tribes of Issachar and
Asher and Naphtali and the half-tribe of Manasseh which was in Bashan. 7 The children
of Merari by their families were given twelve towns from the tribes of Reuben and Gad
and Zebulun. 8 All these towns with their grass-lands the children of Israel gave by the
decision of the Lord to the Levites, as the Lordhad given orders byMoses. 9From the tribes
of the children of Judah and the children of Simeon they gave these towns, listed here by
name: 10Thesewere for the children of Aaron among the families of the Kohathites, of the
children of Levi: for they came first in the distribution. 11 They gave them Kiriath-arba,
the town of Arba, the father of Anak, (which is Hebron) in the hill-country of Judah, with
its grass-lands. 12But the open country round the town, and its unwalled places, they gave
to Caleb, the son of Jephunneh, as his property. 13And to the children of Aaron the priest
they gave Hebron with its grass-lands, the town where the taker of life might be safe, and
Libnahwith its grass-lands; 14And Jattir with its grass-lands, and Eshtemoawith its grass-
lands; 15 And Holon with its grass-lands, and Debir with its grass-lands; 16 And Ain, and



Joshua 21:17 167 Joshua 22:13

Juttah, andBeth-shemesh,with their grass-lands; nine towns from those two tribes. 17And
from the tribe of Benjamin they gave Gibeon and Gebawith their grass-lands; 18Anathoth
and Almon with their grass-lands, four towns. 19 Thirteen towns with their grass-lands
were given to the children of Aaron, the priests. 20The rest of the families of the children
of Kohath, the Levites, were given towns from the tribe of Ephraim. 21And they gave them
Shechem with its grass-lands in the hill-country of Ephraim, the town where the taker of
lifemightbe safe, andGezerwith its grass-lands; 22AndKibzaimandBeth-horonwith their
grass-lands, four towns. 23 And from the tribe of Dan, Elteke and Gibbethon with their
grass-lands; 24Aijalon and Gath-rimmon with their grass-lands, four towns. 25And from
the half-tribe of Manasseh, Taanach and Gath-rimmon with their grass-lands, two towns.
26 All the towns of the rest of the families of the children of Kohath were ten with their
grass-lands. 27And to the children ofGershon, of the families of the Levites, they gave from
the half-tribe ofManasseh, Golan in Bashanwith its grass-lands, the townwhere the taker
of life might be safe, and Ashtaroth with its grass-lands, two towns. 28And from the tribe
of Issachar, Kishion and Daberath with their grass-lands; 29 Jarmuth and En-gannim with
their grass-lands, four towns. 30And from the tribe of Asher, Mishal and Abdon, with their
grass-lands: 31Helkath andRehobwith their grass-lands, four towns. 32And from the tribe
of Naphtali, Kedesh in Galilee with its grass-lands, the town where the taker of life might
be safe, andHammoth-dor andKartanwith their grass-lands, three towns. 33All the towns
of the Gershonites with their families were thirteen with their grass-lands. 34And to the
rest of the Levites, that is, the families of the children of Merari, they gave from the tribe
of Zebulun, Jokneam and Kartahwith their grass-lands; 35Dimnah and Nahalal with their
grass-lands, four towns. 36And from the tribe of Reuben, Bezer and Jahazwith their grass-
lands; 37Kedemoth andMephaathwith their grass-lands, four towns. 38And from the tribe
of Gad, Ramoth in Gilead, the town where the taker of life might be safe, and Mahanaim
with their grass-lands; 39Heshbon and Jazerwith their grass-lands, four towns. 40All these
townswere given to the children ofMerari by their families, that is, the rest of the families
of the Levites; and their heritage was twelve towns. 41All the towns of the Levites, among
theheritageof thechildrenof Israel,were forty-eight townswith theirgrass-lands. 42Every
one of these towns had grass-lands round it. 43So the Lord gave to Israel all the landwhich
he gave by oath to their fathers; so it became their heritage and their living-place. 44And
the Lord gave thempeace on every side, as he had said to their fathers: all thosewhowere
against them gave way before them, for the Lord gave them all up into their hands. 45The
Lord kept faith with the house of Israel about all the good which he said he would do for
them, and all his words came true.

22
1 Then Joshua sent for the Reubenites and the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh,

2 And said to them, You have kept all the orders of Moses, the Lord's servant, and have
done everything I gave you orders to do: 3 You have now been with your brothers for a
long time; till this day you have been doing the orders of the Lord your God. 4 And now
the Lord your God has given your brothers rest, as he said: so now you may go back to
your tents, to the land of your heritage, which Moses, the Lord's servant, gave to you on
the other side of Jordan. 5Only take great care to do the orders and the law which Moses,
the Lord's servant, gave you; to have love for the Lord your God and to go in all his ways;
and to keep his laws and to be true to him and to be his servants with all your heart and
with all your soul. 6 Then Joshua gave them his blessing and sent them away: and they
went back to their tents. 7Now to the one half of the tribe of Manasseh, Moses had given a
heritage in Bashan; but to the other half, Joshua gave a heritage among their brothers on
the west side of Jordan. Nowwhen Joshua sent them away to their tents, he gave them his
blessing, 8And said to them, Go back withmuchwealth to your tents, andwith verymuch
cattle, with silver and gold and brass and iron, andwith a very great store of clothing; give
your brothers a part of the goods taken in the war. 9 So Reuben and Gad and the half-tribe
ofManassehwent back, parting from the children of Israel at Shiloh in the land of Canaan,
to go to the land of Gilead, to the land of their heritage which had been given to them by
the Lord's order to Moses. 10Nowwhen they came to the country by Jordan in the land of
Canaan, the children of Reuben and the children of Gad and the half-tribe ofManasseh put
up there, by Jordan, a great altar, seen from far. 11And news came to the children of Israel,
See, the children of Reuben and the children of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh have
put up an altar opposite the land of Canaan, in the country by Jordan on the side which
is Israel's. 12 Then all the meeting of the children of Israel, hearing this, came together at
Shiloh to go up against them to war. 13And the children of Israel sent Phinehas, the son of
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Eleazar the priest, to the children of Reuben and the children of Gad and the half-tribe of
Manasseh, to the land of Gilead, 14And with him they sent ten chiefs, one for every tribe
of the children of Israel, every one of them the head of his house among the families of
Israel. 15And they came to the children of Reuben and the children of Gad and the half-
tribe ofManasseh, to the land of Gilead, and said to them, 16This is what all themeeting of
the people of the Lord has said, What is this wrong which you have done against the God
of Israel, turning back this day from the Lord and building an altar for yourselves, and
being false to the Lord? 17Was not the sin of Baal-peor great enough, from which we are
not clear even to this day, though punishment came on the people of the Lord, 18That now
you are turned back from the Lord? and, because you are false to him today, tomorrowhis
wrathwill be let loose on all the people of Israel. 19But if the land younowhave is unclean,
come over into the Lord's land where his House is, and take up your heritage among us:
but do not be false to the Lord and to us by building yourselves an altar in addition to the
altar of the Lord our God. 20Did not Achan, the son of Zerah, do wrong about the cursed
thing, causing wrath to come on all the people of Israel? And not on him only came the
punishment of death. 21Then the children of Reuben and the children of Gad and the half-
tribe of Manasseh said in answer to the heads of the families of Israel, 22 God, even God
the Lord, God, even God the Lord, he sees, and Israel will see — if it is in pride or in sin
against the Lord, 23That we have made ourselves an altar, being false to the Lord, keep us
not safe from death this day; and if for the purpose of offering burned offerings on it and
meal offerings, or peace-offerings, let the Lord himself send punishment for it; 24 And if
we have not, in fact, done this designedly and with purpose, having in our minds the fear
that in time to come your children might say to our children, What have you to do with
the Lord, the God of Israel? 25 For the Lord has made Jordan a line of division between us
and you, the children of Reuben and the children of Gad; you have no part in the Lord: so
your children will make our children give up fearing the Lord. 26 So we said, Let us now
make an altar for ourselves, not for burned offerings or for the offerings of beasts: 27But
to be a witness between us and you, and between the future generations, that we have
the right of worshipping the Lord with our burned offerings and our offerings of beasts
and our peace-offerings; so that your children will not be able to say to our children in
time to come, You have no part in the Lord. 28 For we said to ourselves, If they say this to
us or to future generations, then we will say, See this copy of the Lord's altar which our
fathersmade, not for burned offerings or offerings of beasts, but for a witness between us
and you. 29Never let it be said that we were false to the Lord, turning back this day from
him and building an altar for burned offerings andmeal offerings and offerings of beasts,
in addition to the altar of the Lord our God which is before his House. 30 Then Phinehas
the priest and the chiefs of the meeting and the heads of the families of Israel who were
with him, hearing what the children of Reuben and the children of Gad and the children
of Manasseh said, were pleased. 31And Phinehas, the son of Eleazar the priest, said to the
children of Reuben and the children of Gad and the children of Manasseh, Now we are
certain that the Lord is among us, because you have not done this wrong against the Lord:
and you have kept us from falling into the hands of the Lord. 32 Then Phinehas, the son
of Eleazar the priest, and the chiefs went back from the land of Gilead, from the children
of Reuben and the children of Gad, and came to the children of Israel in Canaan and gave
them the news. 33And the children of Israel were pleased about this; and they gave praise
to God, and had no more thought of going to war against the children of Reuben and the
children of Gad for the destruction of their land. 34 And the children of Reuben and the
children of Gad gave to that altar the name of Ed. For, they said, It is a witness between us
that the Lord is God.

23
1Now after a long time, when the Lord had given Israel rest from wars on every side,

and Joshua was old and full of years, 2 Joshua sent for all Israel, for their responsible men
and their chiefs and their judges and their overseers, and said to them, I amold, and full of
years: 3You have seen everything the Lord your God has done to all these nations because
of you; for it is the Lord your God who has been fighting for you. 4Now I have given to
you, as the heritage of your tribes, all these nations which are still in the land, together
with those cut off by me, from Jordan as far as the Great Sea on the west. 5The Lord your
God will send them away by force, driving them out before you; and you are to take their
land for your heritage, as the Lord your God said to you. 6 So be very strong to keep and
do whatever is recorded in the book of the law of Moses, not turning away from it to the
right or to the left; 7Have nothing to do with these nations who still are living among you;
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let not their gods be named by you or used in your oaths; do not be their servants or give
them worship: 8But be true to the Lord your God as you have been till this day. 9 For the
Lord has sent out from before you nations great and strong: and they have all given way
before you till this day. 10Onemanof you is able to put toflight a thousand; for it is theLord
yourGodwho is fighting for you, as he has said to you. 11So keepwatch on yourselves, and
see that you have love for the Lord your God. 12 For if you go back, joining yourselves to
the rest of these nations who are still among you, getting married to them and living with
them and they with you: 13Then youmay be certain that the Lord your Godwill not go on
driving these nations out from before you; but they will become a danger and a cause of
sin to you, a whip for your sides and thorns in your eyes, till you are cut off from this good
land which the Lord your God has given you. 14Now I am about to go the way of all the
earth: and you have seen and are certain, all of you, in your hearts and souls, that in all
the good things which the Lord said about you, he has kept faith with you; everything has
come true for you. 15And youwill see that, as all the good things which the Lord your God
undertook to do for you, have come to you, so the Lord will send down on you all the evil
things till he has made your destruction complete, and you are cut off from the good land
which the Lord your God has given you. 16 If the agreement of the Lord your God, which
was given to you by his orders, is broken, and you become the servants of other gods and
give them worship, then the wrath of the Lord will be burning against you, and you will
quickly be cut off from the good land which he has given you.

24
1 Then Joshua got all the tribes of Israel together at Shechem; and he sent for the

responsible men of Israel and their chiefs and their judges and their overseers; and they
took their place before God. 2 And Joshua said to all the people, These are the words of
the Lord, the God of Israel: In the past your fathers, Terah, the father of Abraham, and the
father of Nahor, were living on the other side of the River: and they were worshipping
other gods. 3And I took your father Abraham from the other side of the River, guiding him
through all the land of Canaan; I made his offspring great in number, and gave him Isaac.
4And to Isaac I gave Jacob and Esau: to Esau I gave Mount Seir, as his heritage; but Jacob
and his children went down to Egypt. 5 And I sent Moses and Aaron, troubling Egypt by
all the signs I did among them: and after that I took you out. 6 I took your fathers out of
Egypt: and you came to the Red Sea; and the Egyptians came after your fathers to the Red
Sea, with theirwar-carriages and their horsemen. 7And at their cry, the Lordmade it dark
between you and the Egyptians, and made the sea go over them, covering them with its
waters; your eyes have seenwhat I did in Egypt: then for a long time youwere living in the
waste land. 8And I took you into the lands of the Amorites on the other side of Jordan; and
theymadewar on you, and I gave them into your hands and you took their land; and I sent
destruction on them before you. 9Then Balak, the son of Zippor, king of Moab, went up to
war against Israel; and he sent for Balaam, the son of Beor, to put a curse on you: 10 But
I did not give ear to Balaam; and so he went on blessing you; and I kept you safe from
him. 11 Then you went over Jordan and came to Jericho: and the men of Jericho made
war on you, the Amorites and the Perizzites and the Canaanites and the Hittites and the
Girgashites and theHivites and the Jebusites: and I gave themup into your hands. 12And I
sent the hornet before you, driving out the two kings of the Amorites before you, not with
your sword and your bow. 13And I gave you a land on which you had done no work, and
towns not of your building, and you are now living in them; and your food comes from
vine-gardens and olive-gardens not of your planting. 14So now, go in fear of the Lord, and
be his servants with true hearts: put away the gods worshipped by your fathers across
the River and in Egypt, and be servants of the Lord. 15 And if it seems evil to you to be
the servants of the Lord, make the decision this day whose servants you will be: of the
gods whose servants your fathers were across the River, or of the gods of the Amorites in
whose land you are living: but I and my house will be the servants of the Lord. 16 Then
the people in answer said, Never will we give up the Lord to be the servants of other gods;
17For it is the Lord our God who has taken us and our fathers out of the land of Egypt, out
of the prison-house, and who did all those great signs before our eyes, and kept us safe
on all our journeys, and among all the peoples through whom we went: 18And the Lord
sent out from before us all the peoples, the Amorites living in the land: so we will be the
servants of the Lord, for he is our God. 19And Joshua said to the people, You are not able
to be the servants of the Lord, for he is a holy God, a God who will not let his honour be
given to another: he will have no mercy on your wrongdoing or your sins. 20 If you are
turned away from the Lord and become the servants of strange gods, then turning against
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you he will do you evil, cutting you off, after he has done you good. 21And the people said
to Joshua, No! Butwewill be the servants of the Lord. 22And Joshua said to the people, You
arewitnesses against yourselves that you havemade the decision to be the servants of the
Lord. And they said, We are witnesses. 23Then, he said, put away the strange gods among
you, turning your hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel. 24 And the people said to Joshua,
We will be the servants of the Lord our God, and we will give ear to his voice. 25 So Joshua
made an agreement with the people that day, and gave them a rule and a law in Shechem.
26And Joshua put these words on record, writing them in the book of the law of God; and
he took a great stone, and put it up there under the oak-treewhichwas in the holy place of
the Lord. 27And Joshua said to all the people, See now, this stone is to be a witness against
us; for all the words of the Lord have been said to us in its hearing: so it will be a witness
against you if you are false to the Lord your God. 28 Then Joshua let the people go away,
every man to his heritage. 29Now after these things, the death of Joshua, the son of Nun,
the servant of the Lord, took place, he being then a hundred and ten years old. 30And they
put his body in the earth in the land of his heritage in Timnath-serah, in the hill-country
of Ephraim, to the north of Mount Gaash. 31 And Israel was true to the Lord all the days
of Joshua, and all the days of the older men who were still living after Joshua's death, and
had seenwhat the Lord had done for Israel. 32And the bones of Joseph, which the children
of Israel had taken up fromEgypt, they put in the earth in Shechem, in the propertywhich
Jacob had got from the sons of Hamor, the father of Shechem, for a hundred shekels: and
they became the heritage of the children of Joseph. 33Then the death of Eleazar, the son of
Aaron, took place; and his body was put in the earth in the hill of Phinehas his son, which
had been given to him in the hill-country of Ephraim.
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The Book of
Judges

1Now after the death of Joshua, the children of Israel made request to the Lord, saying,
Who is togoupfirst tomakewar forusagainst theCanaanites? 2And theLord said, Judah is
to go up: see, I have given the land into his hands. 3Then Judah said to Simeon his brother,
Come up with me into my heritage, so that wemaymake war against the Canaanites; and
I will then gowith you into your heritage. So Simeonwentwith him. 4And Judahwent up;
and the Lord gave the Canaanites and the Perizzites into their hands; and they overcame
ten thousandof theminBezek. 5And theycameacrossAdoni-zedek, andmadewaronhim;
and theyovercame theCanaanites and thePerizzites. 6ButAdoni-zedekwent inflight; and
theywent after him and overtook him, and had his thumbs and his great toes cut off. 7And
Adoni-zedek said, Seventy kings,whose thumbs andgreat toes hadbeen cut off, got broken
meat under my table: as I have done, so has God done to me in full. And they took him to
Jerusalem, and he came to his end there. 8 Then the children of Judah made an attack on
Jerusalem, and took it, burning down the town after they had put its people to the sword
withoutmercy. 9After that the childrenof Judahwentdowntomakewaron theCanaanites
living in the hill-country and in the south and in the lowlands. 10And Caleb went against
the Canaanites of Hebron: (now in earlier times Hebronwas named Kiriath-arba:) and he
put Sheshai andAhimanandTalmai to the sword. 11And fromtherehewentupagainst the
people of Debir. (Now the name of Debir in earlier times was Kiriath-sepher.) 12And Caleb
said, I will give Achsah, my daughter, as wife to the man who overcomes Kiriath-sepher
and takes it. 13And Othniel, the son of Kenaz, Caleb's younger brother, took it; so he gave
him his daughter Achsah for his wife. 14Nowwhen she came to him, he put into her mind
the idea of requesting a field from her father: and she got down from her ass; and Caleb
said to her,What is it? 15And she said to him, Giveme a blessing; because you have putme
in a dry south-land, now giveme springs of water. So Caleb gave her the higher spring and
the lower spring. 16Now Hobab the Kenite, Moses' father-in-law, had come up out of the
town of palm-trees, with the children of Judah, into the waste land of Arad; and he went
and was living among the Amalekites; 17 And Judah went with Simeon, his brother, and
overcame the Canaanites living in Zephath, and put it under the curse; and he gave the
town the name of Hormah. 18 Then Judah took Gaza and its limit, and Ashkelon and its
limit, and Ekron and its limit. 19And the Lordwaswith Judah; and he took the hill-country
forhisheritage; buthewasunable tomake thepeopleof thevalleygoout, for theyhadwar-
carriages of iron. 20And they gaveHebron toCaleb, asMoseshad said; andhe took the land
of the three sons of Anak, driving themout from there. 21And the children of Judahdid not
make the Jebusites who were living in Jerusalem go out; the Jebusites are still living with
the children of Benjamin in Jerusalem. 22And the family of Josephwent up against Beth-el,
and the Lordwaswith them. 23So they sentmen tomake a search round Beth-el. (Now the
name of the town in earlier times was Luz.) 24And the watchers saw aman coming out of
the town, and said tohim, If youwillmake clear tous theway into the town,wewill be kind
to you. 25So hemade clear to them theway into the town, and they put it to the sword; but
they let themanandall his family get away safe. 26Andhewent into the landof theHittites,
buildinga town thereandnaming it Luz: which is its name to this day. 27AndManassehdid
not take away the land of the people of Beth-shean and its daughter-towns, or of Taanach
and its daughter-towns, or of the people of Dor and its daughter-towns, or of the people
of Ibleam and its daughter-towns, or of the people of Megiddo and its daughter-towns,
driving them out; but the Canaanites would go on living in that land. 28 And whenever
Israel became strong, they put the Canaanites to forced work, without driving them out
completely. 29 And Ephraim did not make the Canaanites who were living in Gezer go
out; but the Canaanites went on living in Gezer among them. 30Zebulun did not make the
people of Kitron or the people of Nahalol go out; but the Canaanites went on living among
themandwere put to forcedwork. 31AndAsher did not take the land of the people of Acco,
or Zidon, or Ahlab, or Achzib, or Helbah, or Aphik, or Rehob, driving them out; 32But the
Asherites went on living among the Canaanites, the people of the land, without driving
them out. 33Naphtali did not take the land of the people of Beth-shemesh or of Beth-anath,
driving themout; but hewas living among the Canaanites in the land; however, the people
of Beth-shemesh and Beth-anathwere put to forcedwork. 34And the children of Danwere
forced into the hill-country by the Amorites, who would not let them come down into the
valley; 35For the Amorites would go on living inMount Heres, in Aijalon, and in Shaalbim;
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but the children of Joseph became stronger than they, and put them to forcedwork. 36And
the limit of the Edomites went from the slope of Akrabbim from Sela and up.

2
1Now the angel of the Lord came up from Gilgal to Bochim. And he said, ***I took you

out of Egypt, guiding you into the land which I gave by an oath to your fathers; and I said,
My agreement with you will never be broken byme: 2And you are to make no agreement
with the people of this land; you are to see that their altars are broken down: but you have
not given ear to my voice: what have you done? 3And so I have said, I will not send them
out from before you; but they will be a danger to you, and their gods will be a cause of
falling to you. 4Now on hearing these words which the angel of the Lord said to all the
children of Israel, the people gave themselves up to loud crying and weeping. 5And they
gave that place the name of Bochim, andmade offerings there to the Lord. 6And Joshua let
the people go away, and the children of Israel went, every man to his heritage, to take the
land for themselves. 7And the people were true to the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all
thedaysof theresponsiblemenwhowerestill livingafter thedeathof Joshua, andhadseen
all the great work of the Lord which he had done for Israel. 8And death came to Joshua,
the son of Nun, the servant of the Lord, he being a hundred and ten years old. 9And they
put his body in the earth in the land of his heritage in Timnath-heres, in the hill-country of
Ephraim to the north of Mount Gaash. 10And in time death overtook all that generation;
and another generation came after them, having no knowledge of the Lord or of the things
which he had done for Israel. 11And the children of Israel did evil in the eyes of the Lord
and became servants to the Baals; 12And they gave up the Lord, the God of their fathers,
who had taken them out of the land of Egypt, and went after other gods, the gods of the
peoples round about them, worshipping them andmoving the Lord to wrath. 13And they
gave up the Lord, and became the servants of Baal and the Astartes. 14And the wrath of
the Lord was burning against Israel, and he gave them up into the hands of those who
violently took their property, and into thehands of their haters all round them, so that they
were forced to giveway before them. 15Wherever theywent out, the hand of the Lordwas
against them for evil, as the Lord had taken his oath it would be; and things became very
hard for them. 16Then theLordgave them judges, as their saviours from thehandsof those
who were cruel to them. 17But still they would not give ear to their judges, but went after
other gods and gave them worship; quickly turning from the way in which their fathers
had gone, keeping the orders of the Lord; but they did not do so. 18 And whenever the
Lord gave them judges, then the Lord was with the judge, and was their saviour from the
hands of their haters all the days of the judge; for the Lordwasmovedby their cries of grief
because of those who were cruel to them. 19But whenever the judge was dead, they went
back and did more evil than their fathers, going after other gods, to be their servants and
their worshippers; giving up nothing of their sins and their hard-heartedways. 20And the
wrath of the Lordwas burning against Israel, andhe said, Because this nationhas not been
true to my agreement which I made with their fathers, and has not given ear to my voice;
21 From now on I will not go on driving out from before them any of the nations which at
the death of Joshuawere still living in this land; 22 In order to put Israel to the test, and see
if theywill keep theway of the Lord, walking in it as their fathers did, or not. 23So the Lord
let those nations go on living in the land, not driving them out quickly, and did not give
them up into the hands of Joshua.

3
1Now these are the nations which the Lord kept in the land for the purpose of testing

Israel by them, all those who had had no experience of all the wars of Canaan; 2 Only
because of the generations of the children of Israel, for the purpose of teaching themwar
— only those who up till then had no experience of it; 3 The five chiefs of the Philistines,
and all the Canaanites and the Zidonians and the Hivites living in Mount Lebanon, from
the mountain Baal-hermon as far as Hamath: 4 For the purpose of testing Israel by them,
to see if they would give ear to the orders of the Lord, which he had given to their fathers
by the hand of Moses. 5Now the children of Israel were living among the Canaanites, the
Hittites, and theAmorites, and the Perizzites, and theHivites, and the Jebusites: 6And they
took as wives the daughters of these nations and gave their daughters to their sons, and
became servants to their gods. 7And the children of Israel did evil in the eyes of the Lord,
and put out of their minds the Lord their God, and became servants to the Baals and the
Astartes. 8 So the wrath of the Lord was burning against Israel, and he gave them up into
the hands of Cushan-rishathaim, king ofMesopotamia; and the children of Israel were his



Judges 3:9 173 Judges 4:13

servants for eight years. 9Andwhen the childrenof Israelmadeprayer to theLord, he gave
them a saviour, Othniel, the son of Kenaz, Caleb's younger brother. 10And the spirit of the
Lord came on him and he became judge of Israel, and went out to war, and the Lord gave
upCushan-rishathaim, king ofMesopotamia, into his hands andhe overcamehim. 11Then
for forty years the land had peace, till the death of Othniel, the son of Kenaz. 12 Then the
children of Israel again did evil in the eyes of the Lord; and the Lord made Eglon, king of
Moab, strong against Israel, because they had done evil in the Lord's eyes. 13 And Eglon
got together the people of Ammon and Amalek, and they went and overcame Israel and
took the town of palm-trees. 14And the children of Israel were servants to Eglon, king of
Moab, for eighteen years. 15 Then when the children of Israel made prayer to the Lord,
he gave them a saviour, Ehud, the son of Gera, the Benjamite, a left-handed man; and the
children of Israel sent an offering by him to Eglon, king of Moab. 16 So Ehudmade himself
a two-edged sword, a cubit long, which he put on at his right side under his robe. 17And
he took the offering to Eglon, king of Moab, who was a very fat man. 18And after giving
the offering, he sent away the people who had come with the offering. 19 But he himself,
turning back from the stone images at Gilgal, said, I have something to say to you in secret,
O king. And he said, Let there be quiet. Then all those who were waiting before himwent
out. 20ThenEhudcame in tohimwhilehewas seatedbyhimself inhis summer-house. And
Ehud said, I have a word from God for you. And he got up from his seat. 21And Ehud put
out his left hand, and took the sword fromhis right side, and sent it intohis stomach; 22And
the hand-part went in after the blade, and the fat was joined up over the blade; for he did
not take the sword out of his stomach. And he went out into the ... 23Then Ehud went out
into the covered way, shutting the doors of the summer-house on him and locking them.
24Nowwhenhehad gone, the king's servants came, and saw that the doors of the summer-
house were locked; and they said, It may be that he is in his summer-house for a private
purpose. 25And they went on waiting till they were shamed, but the doors were still shut;
so they took the key, and, opening them, saw their lord stretched out dead on the floor.
26But Ehud had got awaywhile theywerewaiting and had gone past the stone images and
got away to Seirah. 27Andwhen he came there, he had a horn sounded in the hill-country
of Ephraim, andall the childrenof Israelwent downwithhim from thehill-country, andhe
at their head. 28And he said to them, Come after me; for the Lord has given the Moabites,
your haters, into your hands. So theywent down after him and took the crossing-places of
Jordan against Moab, and let no one go across. 29At that time they put about ten thousand
men of Moab to the sword, every strong man and every man of war; not a man got away.
30SoMoabwas broken that day under the hand of Israel. And for eighty years the landhad
peace. 31 And after him came Shamgar, the son of Anath, who put to death six hundred
Philistines with an ox-stick; and he was another saviour of Israel.

4
1And the children of Israel again did evil in the eyes of the Lord when Ehud was dead.

2 And the Lord gave them up into the hands of Jabin, king of Canaan, who was ruling in
Hazor; the captain of his army was Sisera, who was living in Harosheth of the Gentiles.
3 Then the children of Israel made prayer to the Lord; for he had nine hundred iron war-
carriages, and for twenty years hewas very cruel to the children of Israel. 4NowDeborah,
a woman prophet, the wife of Lapidoth, was judge of Israel at that time. 5 (And she had
her seat under the palm-tree of Deborah between Ramah and Beth-el in the hill-country of
Ephraim; and the children of Israel came up to her to be judged.) 6And she sent for Barak,
the son of Abinoam, from Kedesh-naphtali, and said to him, Has not the Lord, the God of
Israel, given orders saying, Go and get your force into line in Mount Tabor, and take with
you ten thousand men of the children of Naphtali and of the children of Zebulun? 7And I
will make Sisera, the captain of Jabin's army, with his war-carriages and his forces, come
against you at the river Kishon, where I will give him into your hands. 8And Barak said to
her, If you will go with me then I will go; but if you will not go with me I will not go. 9And
she said, I will certainly go with you: though you will get no honour in your undertaking,
for the Lord will give Sisera into the hands of a woman. So Deborah got up and went with
Barak to Kedesh. 10Then Barak sent for Zebulun and Naphtali to come to Kedesh; and ten
thousandmenwentupafterhim, andDeborahwentupwithhim. 11NowHeber theKenite,
separating himself from the rest of the Kenites, from the children of Hobab, the brother-
in-law of Moses, had put up his tent as far away as the oak-tree in Zaanannim, by Kedesh.
12 And word was given to Sisera that Barak, the son of Abinoam, had gone up to Mount
Tabor. 13 So Sisera got together all his war-carriages, nine hundred war-carriages of iron,
and all the people who were with him, from Harosheth of the Gentiles as far as the river
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Kishon. 14 Then Deborah said to Barak, Up! for today the Lord has given Sisera into your
hands: has not the Lord gone out before you? So Barakwent down fromMount Tabor and
ten thousand men after him. 15And the Lord sent fear on Sisera and all his war-carriages
and all his army before Barak; and Sisera got down from his war-carriage and went in
flight on foot. 16But Barak went after the war-carriages and the army as far as Harosheth
of theGentiles; and all Sisera's armywasput to the sword; not amangot away. 17But Sisera
went in flight on foot to the tent of Jael, the wife of Heber the Kenite; for there was peace
between Jabin, king of Hazor, and the family of Heber the Kenite. 18And Jael went out to
Sisera, and said to him, Come in, my lord, come in to me without fear. So he went into her
tent, and she put a cover over him. 19Then he said to her, Give me now a little water, for I
have need of a drink. And opening a skin of milk, she gave him drink, and put the cover
over him again. 20And he said to her, Take your place at the door of the tent, and if anyone
comes and says to you, Is there any man here, say, No. 21 Then Jael, Heber's wife, took a
tent-pin and a hammer and went up to him quietly, driving the pin into his head, and it
went through his head into the earth, for hewas in a deep sleep fromweariness; and so he
came to his end. 22 Then Jael went out, and meeting Barak going after Sisera, said to him,
Come, and I will let you see the man you are searching for. So he came into her tent and
saw, and there was Sisera stretched out dead with the tent-pin in his head. 23 So that day
God overcame Jabin, king of Canaan, before the children of Israel. 24And the power of the
children of Israel went on increasing against Jabin, king of Canaan, till he was cut off.

5
1At that time Deborah and Barak, the son of Abinoam,made this song, saying: 2Because

of the flowing hair of the fighters in Israel, because the people gave themselves freely, give
praise to the Lord. 3Give attention, O kings; give ear, O rulers; I, even I, will make a song to
the Lord; Iwillmakemelody to the Lord, theGod of Israel. 4Lord, when youwent out from
Seir, moving like an army from the field of Edom, the earth was shaking and the heavens
were troubled, and the cloudswere droppingwater. 5Themountainswere shaking before
the Lord, before the Lord, the God of Israel. 6 In the days of Shamgar, the son of Anath, in
the days of Jael, the highways were not used, and travellers went by side roads. 7Country
towns were no more in Israel, ***were no more, till you, Deborah, came up, till you came
up as a mother in Israel. 8 They had no one to make arms, there were no more armed
men in the towns; was there a body-cover or a spear to be seen among forty thousand in
Israel? 9 Come, you rulers of Israel, you who gave yourselves freely among the people:
give praise to the Lord. 10 Let them give thought to it, who go on white asses, and those
who are walking on the road. 11 Give ear to the women laughing by the water-springs;
there they will give again the story of the upright acts of the Lord, all the upright acts of
his arm in Israel. 12 Awake! awake! Deborah: awake! awake! give a song: Up! Barak,
and take prisoner those who took you prisoner, O son of Abinoam. 13Then the chiefs went
down to the doors; the Lord's peoplewent down among the strong ones. 14Out of Ephraim
they came down into the valley; after you, Benjamin, among your tribesmen; fromMachir
came down the captains, and from Zebulun those in whose hand is the ruler's rod. 15Your
chiefs, Issachar, were with Deborah; and Naphtali was true to Barak; into the valley they
went rushing out at his feet. In Reuben therewere divisions, and great searchings of heart.
16Whydid youkeepquiet among the sheep, hearingnothingbut thewatchers piping to the
flocks? 17Gilead was living over Jordan; and Dan was waiting in his ships; Asher kept in
his place by the sea's edge, living by his inlets. 18 It was the people of Zebulun who put
their lives in danger, even to death, with Naphtali on the high places of the field. 19 The
kings came on to the fight, the kings of Canaan were warring; in Taanach by the waters
of Megiddo: they took no profit in money. 20 The stars from heaven were fighting; from
their highways they were fighting against Sisera. 21 The river Kishon took them violently
away, stopping their flight, the river Kishon. Give praise, O my soul, to the strength of the
Lord! 22Then loudly the feet of the horses were soundingwith the stamping, the stamping
of their war-horses. 23A curse, a curse onMeroz! said the angel of the Lord. A bitter curse
on her townspeople! Because they came not to the help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord
among the strong ones. 24Blessings be on Jael, more than on all women! Blessings greater
than on any in the tents! 25His request was for water, she gave him milk; she put butter
before him on a fair plate. 26She put out her hand to the tent-pin, and her right hand to the
workman's hammer; and she gave Sisera a blow, crushing his head,wounding anddriving
through his brow. 27Bent at her feet he went down, he was stretched out; bent at her feet
hewent down;wherehewasbent down, therehewent down indeath. 28Lookingout from
the window she gave a cry, the mother of Sisera was crying out through the window,Why
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is his carriage so long in coming? When will the noise of his wheels be sounding? 29Her
wise women gave answer to her, yes, she made answer again to herself, 30 Are they not
getting, are they not parting the goods among them: a young girl or two to everyman; and
to Sisera robes of coloured needlework, worked in fair colours on this side and on that, for
the neck of the queen? 31 Somay destruction come on all your haters, O Lord; but let your
lovers be like the sun going out in his strength. And for forty years the land had peace.

6
1And thechildrenof Israel didevil in theeyesof theLord; and theLordgave themup into

the hand of Midian for seven years. 2And Midian was stronger than Israel; and because
of the Midianites, the children of Israel made holes for themselves in the mountains, and
hollows in the rocks, and strong places. 3 And whenever Israel's grain was planted, the
Midianites and the Amalekites and the people of the east came up against them; 4And put
their army in position against them; and they took all the produce of the earth as far as
Gaza, till there was no food in Israel, or any sheep or oxen or asses. 5 For they came up
regularly with their oxen and their tents; they came like the locusts in number; they and
their camels were without number; and they came into the land for its destruction. 6And
Israel was in great need because of Midian; and the cry of the children of Israel went up
to the Lord. 7And when the cry of the children of Israel, because of Midian, came before
the Lord, 8 The Lord sent a prophet to the children of Israel, who said to them, The Lord
the God of Israel, has said, I took you up from Egypt, out of the prison-house; 9And I took
you out of the hands of the Egyptians and out of the hands of all who were cruel to you,
and I sent them out by force from before you and gave you their land; 10And I said to you,
I am the Lord your God; you are not to give worship to the gods of the Amorites in whose
land you are living, but you did not give ear tomy voice. 11Now the angel of the Lord came
and took his seat under the oak-tree in Ophrah, in the field of Joash the Abiezrite; and his
son Gideon was crushing grain in the place where the grapes were crushed, so that the
Midianites might not see it. 12And the angel of the Lord came before his eyes, and said to
him, The Lord is with you, Oman of war. 13Then Gideon said to him, Omy lord, if the Lord
is with us why has all this come on us? And where are all his works of power, of which
our fathers have given us word, saying, Did not the Lord take us out of Egypt? But now he
has given us up, handing us over to the power of Midian. 14And the Lord, turning to him,
said, Go in the strength you have and be Israel's saviour fromMidian: have I not sent you?
15 And he said to him, O Lord, how may I be the saviour of Israel? See, my family is the
poorest inManasseh, and I am the least inmy father's house. 16Then the Lord said to him,
Truly, I will be with you, and you will overcome the Midianites as if they were one man.
17So he said to him, If now I have grace in your eyes, then giveme a sign that it is youwho
are talking tome. 18Do not go away till I comewithmy offering and put it before you. And
he said, I will not go away before you come back. 19Then Gideon went in andmade ready
a young goat, and with an ephah of meal he made unleavened cakes: he put the meat in a
basket and the soup in which it had been cooked he put in a pot, and he took it out to him
under the oak-tree and gave it to him there. 20And the angel of God said to him, Take the
meat and the unleavened cakes and put them down on the rock over there, draining out
the soup over them. And he did so. 21 Then the angel of the Lord put out the stick which
was in his hand, touching the meat and the cakes with the end of it; and a flame came up
out of the rock, burning up the meat and the cakes: and the angel of the Lord was seen no
longer. 22ThenGideonwas certain that hewas the angel of the Lord; andGideon said, I am
in fear, O LordGod! for I have seen the angel of the Lord face to face. 23But the Lord said to
him, Peace bewith you; have no fear: you are in no danger of death. 24Then Gideonmade
an altar there to the Lord, and gave it the name Yahweh-shalom; to this day it is in Ophrah
of the Abiezrites. 25 The same night the Lord said to him, Take ten men of your servants
and an ox seven years old, and after pulling down the altar of Baal which is your father's,
and cutting down the holy tree by its side, 26Make an altar to the Lord your God on the
top of this rock, in the ordered way and take the ox and make a burned offering with the
woodof theholy treewhichhasbeen cut down. 27ThenGideon took tenof his servants and
did as the Lord had said to him; but fearing to do it by day, because of his father's people
and the men of the town, he did it by night. 28And the men of the town got up early in the
morning, and they saw the altar of Baal brokendown, and the holy treewhichwas by it cut
down, and the ox offered on the altar which had been put up there. 29And they said to one
another, Who has done this thing? And after searching with care, they said, Gideon, the
son of Joash, has done this thing. 30Then themen of the town said to Joash, Make your son
come out to be put to death, for pulling down the altar of Baal and cutting down the holy
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tree which was by it. 31But Joash said to all those who were attacking him, Will you take
up the cause of Baal? will you be his saviour? Let anyonewhowill take up his cause be put
to death while it is still morning: if he is a god, let him take up his cause himself because
of the pulling down of his altar. 32 So that day he gave him the name of Jerubbaal, saying,
Let Baal take up his cause against him because his altar has been broken down. 33Then all
theMidianites and theAmalekites and thepeople of the east, banding themselves together,
went over and put up their tents in the valley of Jezreel. 34But the spirit of the Lord came
on Gideon; and at the sound of his horn all Abiezer came together after him. 35 And he
sent through all Manasseh, and they came after him; and he sent to Asher and Zebulun
andNaphtali, and they came up andwere joined to the others. 36Then Gideon said to God,
If you are going to give Israel salvation by my hand, as you have said, 37 See, I will put the
wool of a sheep on the grain-floor; if there is dew on the wool only, while all the earth is
dry, then I will be certain that it is your purpose to give Israel salvation bymy hand as you
have said. 38And it was so: for he got up early on themorning after, and twisting the wool
in his hands, he got a basin full of water from the dew on the wool. 39Then Gideon said to
God, Donot bemoved towrath againstme if I say only this: letmemake onemore testwith
the wool; let the wool now be dry, while the earth is covered with dew. 40And that night
God did so; for the wool was dry, and there was dew on all the earth round it.

7
1 Then Jerubbaal, that is, Gideon, and all the people with him, got up early and put up

their tents by the side of the water-spring of Harod; the tents of Midian were on the north
side of him, under the hill of Moreh in the valley. 2And the Lord said to Gideon, So great is
thenumberofyourpeople, that if I give theMidianites into theirhands theywill beuplifted
in pride overme andwill say, Imyself have beenmy saviour. 3So now, let it be given out to
thepeople that anyonewho is shakingwith fear is to goback fromMountGalud. So twenty-
two thousand of the people went back, but there were still ten thousand. 4 Then the Lord
said to Gideon, There are still more people than is necessary; take them down to thewater
so that Imay put them to the test for you there; thenwhoever I say is to gowith youwill go,
and whoever I say is not to go will not go. 5 So he took the people down to the water; and
the Lord said toGideon, Put on one side by themselves all those drinking up thewaterwith
their tongues like a dog; and in the same way, all those who go down on their knees to the
waterwhile drinking. 6Now thenumberof thosewho tookup thewaterwith their tongues
was three hundred; all the rest of the people went down on their knees to the water. 7And
the Lord said to Gideon, By those three hundred who were drinking with their tongues I
will give you salvation and give the Midianites into your hands; let the rest of the people
go away, every man to his place. 8 So they took the vessels of the people, and their horns
from their hands, and he sent them away, every man to his tent, keeping only the three
hundred; and the tents ofMidianwere lower down in the valley. 9The samenight the Lord
said to him, Up! go down now against their army, for I have given them into your hands.
10But if you have fear of going down, take your servant Purahwith you and go down to the
tents; 11And after hearing what they are saying, you will get strength to go down against
thearmy. Sohewentdownwithhis servantPurah to theouter lineof the tents of thearmed
men. 12NowtheMidianites and theAmalekites andall thepeople of the eastwere covering
the valley like locusts; and their camelswere like the sand by the seaside, without number.
13When Gideon came there, a man was giving his friend an account of his dream, saying,
See, I hadadreamabout a cakeofbarleybreadwhich, falling into the tents ofMidian, came
on to the tent, overturning it so that it was stretched out flat on the earth. 14And his friend
in answer said, This is certainly the sword of Gideon, the son of Joash, the men of Israel:
into their handsGodhas givenup all the armyofMidian. 15ThenGideon, hearing the story
of the dream and the sense in which they took it, gave worship; then he went back to the
tents of Israel, and said, Up! for the Lord has given the army of Midian into your hands.
16 Then separating the three hundred men into three bands, he gave every man a horn,
and a vessel inwhichwas a flaming branch. 17And he said to them, Keep your eyes onme,
and do what I do; when I come to the outer line of tents, whatever I do, you are to do the
same. 18At the sound of my horn, and the horns of those who are with me, let your horns
be sounded all round the tents, and say, For the Lord and for Gideon. 19 So Gideon and
the three hundred men who were with him came to the outer line of tents, at the start of
the middle watch, when the watchmen had only then taken their stations; and the horns
were sounded and the vessels broken. 20 So the three bands all gave a loud note on their
horns, andwhen the vessels had been broken, they took the flaming branches in their left
hands, and the horns in their right hands ready for blowing, crying out, For the Lord and
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for Gideon. 21 Then they made a line round the tents, every man in his place; and all the
army, awaking from sleep, came running out, andwith loud crieswent in flight. 22And the
three hundred gave a loud note on their horns, and every man's sword was turned by the
Lord against his brother all through the army; and the army went in flight as far as Beth-
shittah in the direction of Zeredah, to the edge of Abel-meholah by Tabbath. 23 And the
men of Israel came together from Naphtali and from Asher and all Manasseh, and went
after Midian. 24 Then Gideon sent through all the hill-country of Ephraim saying, Come
down against Midian, and keep the ways across Jordan before they come. So all the men
of Ephraim, massing themselves together, kept the ways across Jordan. 25 And they took
the two chiefs of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb; and they put Oreb to death at the rock of Oreb,
and Zeeb they put to death at the place of the grape-crushing in Zeeb, and they went after
Midian; but the heads of Oreb and Zeeb they took across Jordan to Gideon.

8
1And themen of Ephraim came and said to him,Why did you not send for us when you

went towar againstMidian? And they said sharp and angrywords to him. 2And he said to
them,What have I done in comparison with you? Is not that which Ephraim took up after
the grape-cutting better than all the grapes which Abiezer got in from the grape-cutting?
3 God has given into your hands the chiefs of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb; what have I been
able to do in comparisonwith you? Andwhen he said this, their feeling about himbecame
kinder. 4Then Gideon came to Jordan and went over it with his three hundred, overcome
with weariness and in need of food. 5And he said to themen of Succoth, Give bread cakes
to my people, for they are overcome with weariness, and I am going on after Zebah and
Zalmunna, the kings ofMidian. 6But the chiefs of Succoth said, Are the hands of Zebah and
Zalmunna even now in your hand that we are to give bread to your army? 7Then Gideon
said, Because of this, when the Lord has given Zebah and Zalmunna into my hands, I will
have you stretched on a bed of thorns of the waste land and on sharp stems, and have you
crushedas grain is crushedonagrain-floor. 8Sohewentup from there to Penuel andmade
the same request to the men of Penuel; but they gave him the same answer as the men of
Succothhadgiven. 9Sohe said to themenof Penuel,When I comeback inpeace, Iwill have
this tower broken down. 10Now Zebah and Zalmunna were in Karkor and their armies
with them, aboutfifteen thousandmen, thoseof all the armyof the childrenof the eastwho
were still living; for a hundred and twenty thousand of their swordsmen had been put to
death. 11And Gideon went up by the way used by the people living in tents on the east of
Nobahand Jogbehah, andmadeanattackon thearmywhen theyhadno thoughtofdanger.
12And Zebah and Zalmunnawent in flight; and hewent after them, and took the two kings
of Midian, Zebah and Zalmunna, and put all the army to the curse. 13 Then Gideon, the
son of Joash, went back from the fight: 14And taking prisoner a young man of the people
of Succoth, he got from him, in answer to his questions, a list of the chiefs of Succoth and
the responsible men, seventy-seven men. 15 So he came to the men of Succoth and said,
Here are Zebah and Zalmunna, on account ofwhomyoumade sport ofme, saying, Are the
hands of Zebah and Zalmunna even now in your hand, that we are to give bread to your
armywho are overcomewithweariness? 16Then he took the responsiblemen of the town
and had them crushed on a bed of thorns and sharp stems. 17 And he had the tower of
Penuel broken down and the men of the town put to death. 18 Then he said to Zebah and
Zalmunna,Where are themenwhomyou put to death at Tabor? And they gave answer, As
you are, so were they; every one of them was like a king's son. 19And he said, They were
my brothers, my mother's sons: by the life of the Lord, if you had kept them safe, I would
not put you to death. 20 Then he said to Jether, his oldest son, Up! Put them to death. But
the boy did not take out his sword, fearing because he was still a boy. 21 Then Zebah and
Zalmunna said, Up! Put an end to us yourself: for you have aman's strength. Then Gideon
got up and put Zebah and Zalmunna to death and took the ornamentswhichwere on their
camels' necks. 22Then themen of Israel said to Gideon, Be our ruler, you and your son and
your son's son after him; for you have been our saviour from the hands of Midian. 23But
Gideon said to them, I will not be a ruler over you, andmy sonwill not be a ruler over you:
it is the Lord who will be ruler over you. 24 Then Gideon said to them, I have a request to
make to you; let everymangiveme the ear-ringshehas taken. (For theyhadgold ear-rings,
because theywere Ishmaelites.) 25And they gave answer,Wewill gladly give them. So they
put down a robe, every man dropping into it the ear-rings he had taken. 26 The weight of
the gold ear-rings which he got from them was one thousand, seven hundred shekels of
gold; in addition to the moon-ornaments and jewels and the purple robes which were on
the kings of Midian, and the chains on their camels' necks. 27And Gideon made an ephod
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from them and put it up in his town Ophrah; and all Israel went after it there and were
false to the Lord; and it became a cause of sin to Gideon and his house. 28 So Midian was
broken before the children of Israel and theMidianites never got back their strength. And
the landhadpeace for forty years, in the days of Gideon. 29And Jerubbaal, the son of Joash,
went back to his house and was living there. 30Gideon had seventy sons, the offspring of
his body; for he had a number of wives. 31And the servant-wife he had in Shechem had a
sonbyhim, towhomhe gave thenameAbimelech. 32AndGideon, the son of Joash, came to
his endwhen hewas very old, and his bodywas put in the resting-place of Joash his father,
in Ophrah of the Abiezrites. 33And after the death of Gideon, the children of Israel again
went after the gods of Canaan and were false to the Lord, andmade Baal-berith their god.
34And the children of Israel did not keep in their minds the Lord their God, who had been
their saviour from all their haters on every side; 35And they were not kind to the house of
Jerubbaal, that is, Gideon, in reward for all the good he had done to Israel.

9
1 Now Abimelech, the son of Jerubbaal, went to Shechem to his mother's family, and

said to them and to all the family of his mother's father, 2 Say now in the ears of all the
townsmen of Shechem, Is it better for you to be ruled by all the seventy sons of Jerubbaal
orbyonemanonly? Andkeep inmind that I amyourboneandyourflesh. 3Sohismother's
family said all this about him in the ears of all the townsmen of Shechem: and their hearts
were turned to Abimelech, for they said, He is our brother. 4And they gave him seventy
shekels of silver from the house of Baal-berith, with which Abimelech got the support of
a number of uncontrolled and good-for-nothing persons. 5 Then he went to his father's
house at Ophrah, and put his brothers, the seventy sons of Jerubbaal, to death on the same
stone; however, Jotham, the youngest, kept himself safe by going away to a secret place.
6And all the townsmen of Shechem and all Beth-millo came together and went and made
Abimelech their king, by the oak of the pillar in Shechem. 7Now Jotham, on hearing of it,
went to the top ofMountGerizim, and crying outwith a loud voice said to them, Give ear to
me, you townsmen of Shechem, so that God may give ear to you. 8One day the trees went
out tomake a king for themselves; and they said to the olive-tree, Be king over us. 9But the
olive-tree said to them, Am I to give upmywealth of oil, bywhichmen give honour to God,
and go waving over the trees? 10 Then the trees said to the fig-tree, You come and be king
overus. 11But thefig-tree said to them,AmI togiveupmysweet tasteandmygood fruit and
go waving over the trees? 12Then the trees said to the vine, You come and be king over us.
13But the vine said to them, Am I to give upmywine, whichmakes gladGod andmen, to go
waving over the trees? 14Then all the trees said to the thorn, You comeandbe king over us.
15And the thorn said to the trees, If it is truly your desire tomakeme your king, then come
and put your faith in my shade; and if not, may fire come out of the thorn, burning up the
cedars of Lebanon. 16 So now, if you have done truly and uprightly in making Abimelech
king, and if you have done well to Jerubbaal and his house in reward for the work of his
hands; 17 (For my father made war for you, and put his life in danger, and made you free
from the hands of Midian; 18And you have gone against my father's family this day, and
have put to death his sons, even seventymen on one stone, and havemade Abimelech, the
son of his servant-wife, king over the townsmen of Shechem because he is your brother;)
19 If then you have donewhat is true and upright to Jerubbaal and his family this day, may
youhave joy inAbimelech, andmayhehave joy inyou; 20But if not,mayfire comeout from
Abimelech, burning up the townsmen of Shechem and Beth-millo; and may fire come out
from the townsmen of Shechem and Beth-millo, for the destruction of Abimelech. 21Then
Jotham straight away went in flight to Beer, and was living there for fear of his brother
Abimelech. 22 So Abimelech was chief over Israel for three years. 23And God sent an evil
spirit between Abimelech and the townsmen of Shechem; and the townsmen of Shechem
were false to Abimelech; 24So that punishment for the violent attackmade on the seventy
sons of Jerubbaal, and for their blood, might come on Abimelech, their brother, who put
them to death, and on the townsmen of Shechem who gave him their help in putting his
brothers to death. 25And the townsmen of Shechem put secret watchers on the tops of the
mountains, and theymadeattacksonallwhowentbyon theroadand took their goods; and
word of this came to Abimelech. 26ThenGaal, the son of Ebed, camewith his brothers, and
went over to Shechem; and themenof Shechemput their faith inhim. 27And theywent out
into their fields and got in the fruit of their vines, and when the grapes had been crushed,
theymade a holy feast andwent into the house of their god, and over their food and drink
they were cursing Abimelech. 28 And Gaal, the son of Ebed, said, Who is Abimelech and
who is Shechem, that we are to be his servants? Is it not right for the son of Jerubbaal
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and Zebul his captain to be servants to the men of Hamor, the father of Shechem? But
why are we to be his servants? 29 If only I had authority over this people! I would put
Abimelech out of the way, and I would say to Abimelech, Make your army strong, and
comeout. 30NowZebul, the ruler of the town, hearingwhatGaal, the son of Ebed, had said,
was moved to wrath. 31And he sent to Abimelech at Arumah, saying, See, Gaal, the son of
Ebed, and his brothers have come to Shechem, and they are working up the town against
you. 32 So now, get up by night, you and your people, and keep watch in the field secretly;
33And in the morning, when the sun is up, get up early andmake a rush on the town; and
when he and his people come out against you, do to them whatever you have a chance
to do. 34 So Abimelech and the people with him got up by night, in four bands, to make a
surprise attack on Shechem. 35And Gaal, the son of Ebed, went out, and took his place at
the doorway into the town; then Abimelech and his people got up from the place where
they had beenwaiting. 36Andwhen Gaal saw the people, he said to Zebul, See! people are
coming down from the tops of the mountains. And Zebul said to him, You see the shade
of the mountains like men. 37And Gaal said again, See! people are coming down from the
middle of the land, and one band is coming by way of the oak-tree of the Seers. 38 Then
Zebul said to him, Nowwhere is your loud talk when you said, Who is Abimelech that we
are to be his servants? Is this not the people whom you were rating so low? Go out now,
and make war on them. 39 So Gaal went out at the head of the townsmen of Shechem and
made war on Abimelech. 40 And Abimelech went after him and he went in flight before
him; and a great number were falling by the sword all the way up to the town. 41 Then
Abimelech went back to Arumah; and Zebul sent Gaal and his brothers away and would
not let them go on living in Shechem. 42Now the day after, the people went out into the
fields; and news of it came to Abimelech. 43And he took his people, separating them into
three bands, andwaswaiting secretly in the field; andwhen he saw the people coming out
of the town, hewentupandmadeanattackon them. 44AndAbimelechwithhisbandmade
a rush, and took up their position at the doorway into the town; and the other two bands
made a rush on all those who were in the fields, and overcame them. 45And all that day
Abimelech was fighting against the town; and he took it, and put to death the people who
were in it, and had the town pulled down and covered with salt. 46Then all the townsmen
of the tower of Shechem, hearing of it, went into the inner room of the house of El-berith.
47And word was given to Abimelech that all the men of the tower of Shechemwere there
together. 48ThenAbimelechwent up toMount Zalmon, with all his people; and Abimelech
took an axe in his hand and, cutting down branches of trees, took them and put them on
his back. And he said to the people who were with him, Be quick and do as you have seen
me do. 49 So all the people got branches, everyman cutting down a branch, and they went
with Abimelech at their head and, massing the branches against the inner room, put fire
to the room over them; so all those who were in the tower of Shechem, about a thousand
menandwomen,wereburned todeathwith it. 50ThenAbimelechwent to Thebez, andput
his army in position against Thebez and took it. 51But in themiddle of the town there was
a strong tower, to which all the men and women of the town went in flight and, shutting
themselves in, went up to the roof of the tower. 52And Abimelech came to the tower and
made an attack on it, and got near to the door of the tower for the purpose of firing it.
53But a certainwoman sent a great stone, such as is used for crushing grain, on to the head
of Abimelech, cracking the bone. 54 Then quickly crying out to his body-servant, he said
to him, Take out your sword and put an end to me straight away, so that menmay not say
of me, His death was the work of a woman. So the youngman put his sword through him,
causing his death. 55Andwhen themen of Israel saw that Abimelech was dead, they went
away, every man to his place. 56 In this way Abimelech was rewarded by God for the evil
he had done to his father in putting his seventy brothers to death; 57And God sent back on
to the heads of themen of Shechem all the evil they had done, and the curse of Jotham, the
son of Jerubbaal, came on them.

10
1Nowafter Abimelech, Tola, the son of Puah, the son of Dodo, aman of Issachar, became

the saviour of Israel; hewas living in Shamir in the hill-country of Ephraim. 2Hewas judge
over Israel for twenty-three years; and at his death his body was put to rest in the earth in
Shamir. 3And after him came Jair the Gileadite, who was judge over Israel for twenty-two
years. 4And he had thirty sons, whowent on thirty young asses; and they had thirty towns
in the land of Gilead, which are named Havvoth-Jair to this day. 5And at the death of Jair
his body was put to rest in the earth in Kamon. 6And again the children of Israel did evil
in the eyes of the Lord, worshipping the Baals and Astartes, and the gods of Aram and the
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gods of Zidon and the gods of Moab and the gods of the children of Ammon and the gods
of the Philistines; they gave up the Lord and were servants to him no longer. 7 And the
wrath of the Lord was burning against Israel, and he gave them up into the hands of the
Philistines and into the hands of the children of Ammon. 8And that year the children of
Israel were crushed under their yoke; for eighteen years all the children of Israel on the
other side of Jordan, in the land of the Amorites which is in Gilead, were cruelly crushed
down. 9 And the children of Ammon went over Jordan, to make war against Judah and
Benjamin and the house of Ephraim; and Israel was in great trouble. 10Then the children
of Israel, crying out to the Lord, said, Great is our sin against you, for we have given up
our God and have been servants to the Baals. 11And the Lord said to the children of Israel,
Were not the Egyptians and the Amorites and the children of Ammon and the Philistines
12And the Zidonians and Amalek and Midian crushing you down, and in answer to your
cry did I not give you salvation from their hands? 13But, for all this, you have givenme up
and have been servants to other gods: so I will be your saviour no longer. 14Go, send up
your cry for help to the gods of your selection; let thembe your saviours in the time of your
trouble. 15And the children of Israel said to the Lord, We are sinners; do to us whatever
seems good to you: only give us salvation this day. 16 So they put away the strange gods
from among them, and became the Lord's servants; and his soul was angry because of the
sorrows of Israel. 17 Then the children of Ammon came together and put their army in
position in Gilead. And the children of Israel came together and put their army in position
inMizpah. 18And the people of Israel said to one another, Whowill be the first to make an
attack on the children of Ammon? Wewill make him head over all Gilead.

11
1Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a great man of war; he was the son of a loose woman,

and Gilead was his father. 2 And Gilead's wife gave birth to sons, and when her sons
became men, they sent Jephthah away, saying, You have no part in the heritage of our
father's house, for you are the son of another woman. 3 So Jephthah went in flight from
his brothers and was living in the land of Tob, where a number of good-for-nothing men,
joining Jephthah, went out with him on his undertakings. 4Now after a time the children
of Ammonmadewar against Israel. 5Andwhen the children of Ammonmadewar against
Israel, the responsiblemen of Gileadwent to get Jephthah back from the land of Tob; 6And
they said to Jephthah, Comeandbeour chief so thatwemaymakewar against the children
of Ammon. 7But Jephthah said to the responsible men of Gilead, Did you not, in your hate
for me, send me away from my father's house? Why do you come to me now when you
are in trouble? 8 And the responsible men of Gilead said to Jephthah, That is the reason
we have come back to you; so go with us and make war against the children of Ammon,
and we will make you our head over all the people of Gilead. 9 Then Jephthah said to the
responsiblemenofGilead, If you takemeback tomakewaragainst thechildrenofAmmon,
and if with the help of the Lord I overcome them, will youmakeme your head? 10And the
responsiblemen of Gilead said to Jephthah,May the Lord be ourwitness: wewill certainly
do as you say. 11 So Jephthah went with the responsible men of Gilead, and the people
made him head and chief over them; and Jephthah said all these things before the Lord
inMizpah. 12Then Jephthah sent men to the king of the children of Ammon, saying, What
have you against me that you have come to make war against my land? 13And the king of
the children of Ammon said to themen sent by Jephthah, Because Israel, when he cameup
out of Egypt, took awaymy land, from the Arnon as far as the Jabbok and as far as Jordan:
so now, give me back those lands quietly. 14 And Jephthah sent again to the king of the
children of Ammon, 15 And said to him, This is the word of Jephthah: Israel did not take
away the land of Moab or the land of the children of Ammon; 16 But when they came up
fromEgypt, Israelwent through thewaste land to the Red Sea and came to Kadesh; 17Then
Israel sentmen to the king of Edom saying, Let me now go through your land; but the king
of Edom did not give ear to them. And in the sameway he sent to the king of Moab, but he
would not; so Israel went on living in Kadesh. 18Then he went on through the waste land
and round the land of Edom and the land of Moab, and came by the east side of the land
of Moab, and put up their tents on the other side of the Arnon; they did not come inside
the limit of Moab, for the Arnon was the limit of Moab. 19 And Israel sent men to Sihon,
king of the Amorites, the king of Heshbon; and Israel said to him, Let me now go through
your land to my place. 20But Sihon would not give way and let Israel go through his land;
and Sihon got together all his people, and put his army in position in Jahaz, andmadewar
on Israel. 21And the Lord, the God of Israel, gave Sihon and all his people into the hands
of Israel, and they overcame them; so all the land of the Amorites, the people of that land,
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became Israel's. 22 All the limit of the Amorites was theirs, from the Arnon as far as the
Jabbok and from the waste land even to Jordan. 23 So now the Lord, the God of Israel, has
taken away their land from the Amorites and given it to his people Israel; are you then to
have it? 24 Do you not keep the lands of those whom Chemosh your god sends out from
before you? So we will keep all the lands of those whom the Lord our God sends out from
before us. 25What! are you any better than Balak, the son of Zippor, king of Moab? Did he
ever take up a cause against Israel ormakewar against them? 26While Israel was living in
Heshbon and its daughter-towns and in Aroer and its daughter-towns and in all the towns
which are by the side of the Arnon, for three hundred years, why did you not get them
back at that time? 27 So I have done no wrong against you, but you are doing wrong to me
in fighting against me: may the Lord, who is Judge this day, be judge between the children
of Israel and the children of Ammon. 28The king of the children of Ammon, however, did
not give ear to thewordswhich Jephthah sent to him. 29Then the spirit of theLord cameon
Jephthah, and he went through Gilead and Manasseh, and came to Mizpeh of Gilead; and
from Mizpeh of Gilead he went over to the children of Ammon. 30And Jephthah took an
oath to the Lord, and said, If you will give the children of Ammon into my hands, 31 Then
whoever comes out from the door of my house, meeting me when I come back in peace
from the children of Ammon, will be the Lord's and I will give him as a burned offering.
32So Jephthahwentover to thechildrenofAmmontomakewaron them; and theLordgave
them into his hands. 33And hemade an attack on them fromAroer all the way toMinnith,
overrunning twenty towns, as far as Abel-cheramim, and put great numbers to the sword.
So the children of Ammon were crushed before the children of Israel. 34 Then Jephthah
came back to his house in Mizpah, and his daughter came out, meeting him on his way
with music and with dances; she was his only child; he had no other sons or daughters.
35 And when he saw her he was overcome with grief, and said, Ah! my daughter! I am
crushed with sorrow, and it is you who are the chief cause of my trouble; for I have made
an oath to the Lord and I may not take it back. 36And she said to him, My father, you have
made an oath to the Lord; do then to me whatever you have said; for the Lord has sent a
full reward on your haters, on the children of Ammon. 37Then she said to her father, Only
do this for me: let me have two months to go away into the mountains with my friends,
weeping formy sad fate. 38And he said, Go then. So he sent her away for twomonths; and
she went with her friends to the mountains, weeping for her sad fate. 39And at the end of
two months she went back to her father, who did with her as he had said in his oath: and
she had never been touched by aman. So it became a rule in Israel, 40For thewomen to go
year by year sorrowing for the daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite, four days in every year.

12
1Now the men of Ephraim came together and took up arms and went over to Zaphon;

and they said to Jephthah,Whydidyougoover tomakewaragainst the childrenofAmmon
without sending for us to gowith you? Nowwewill put your house on fire over you. 2And
Jephthah said to them, I and my people were in danger, and the children of Ammon were
very cruel tous, andwhen I sent for you, yougavemenohelpagainst them. 3Sowhen I saw
that there was no help to be had from you, I put my life in my hand andwent over against
the children of Ammon, and the Lord gave them into my hands: why then have you come
up to me this day to make war on me? 4 Then Jephthah got together all the men of Gilead
andmadewar onEphraim; and themenof Gilead overcameEphraim. 5And theGileadites
took the crossing-places of Jordan against the Ephraimites; and when any of the men of
Ephraimwhohad gone in flight said, letme go over; themen of Gilead said to him, Are you
an Ephraimite? And if he said, No; 6 Then they said to him, Now say Shibboleth; and he
said Sibboleth, and was not able to say it in the right way; then they took him and put him
to death at the crossing-places of Jordan; and at that time forty-two thousand Ephraimites
were put to death. 7 Now Jephthah was judge of Israel for six years. And Jephthah the
Gileadite came to his death, and his body was put to rest in his town, Mizpeh of Gilead.
8And after him, Ibzan of Beth-lehem was judge of Israel. 9He had thirty sons, and thirty
daughters whom he sent to other places, and he got thirty wives from other places for his
sons. And he was judge of Israel for seven years. 10And Ibzan came to his death and his
body was put to rest at Beth-lehem. 11 And after him, Elon the Zebulonite was judge of
Israel; and he was judge of Israel for ten years. 12 And Elon the Zebulonite came to his
death, and his body was put to rest in Aijalon in the land of Zebulun. 13 And after him,
Abdon, the son ofHillel, the Pirathonite, was judge of Israel. 14Hehad forty sons and thirty
sons' sons who went on seventy young asses; and he was judge of Israel for eight years.
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15And Abdon, the son of Hillel, came to his death, and his body was put to rest in Pirathon
in the land of Ephraim, in the hill-country of the Amalekites.

13
1And the children of Israel again did evil in the eyes of the Lord; and the Lord gave them

into the hands of the Philistines for forty years. 2Now there was a certainman of Zorah of
the family of the Danites, and his namewasManoah; and hiswife had never given birth to
a child. 3And the angel of the Lord came to the woman, and said to her, See now! though
youhavenever givenbirth to children, youwill bewith child and give birth to a son. 4Now
then take care to have nowine or strong drink and to take no unclean thing for food; 5For
you are with child and will give birth to a son; his hair is never to be cut, for the child is to
be separate to God from his birth; and he will take up the work of freeing Israel from the
hands of the Philistines. 6Then thewoman came in, and said to her husband, Aman came
tome, and his formwas like the form of a god, causing great fear; I put no question to him
about where he came from, and he did not give me his name; 7But he said to me, You are
with child andwill give birth to a son; and now do not take anywine or strong drink or let
anything unclean be your food; for the child will be separate to God from his birth to the
day of his death. 8ThenManoahmade prayer to the Lord, and said, O Lord, let the man of
God whom you sent come to us again andmake clear to us what we are to do for the child
who is to come. 9And God gave ear to the voice of Manoah; and the angel of God came to
thewoman againwhen shewas seated in the field; but her husbandManoahwas not with
her. 10So thewoman, running quickly, gave her husband the news, saying, I have seen the
man who came to me the other day. 11 And Manoah got up and went after his wife, and
cameup to theman and said to him, Are you themanwhowas talking to thiswoman? And
he said, I am. 12AndManoah said, Nowwhen yourwords come true, what is to be the rule
for the child andwhatwill behiswork? 13And theangel of theLord said toManoah, Let the
woman take note ofwhat I have said to her. 14She is to have nothingwhich comes from the
vine for her food, and let her take no wine or strong drink or anything which is unclean;
let her take care to do all I have given her orders to do. 15AndManoah said to the angel of
the Lord, Now let us keep youwhile wemake ready a young goat for you. 16And the angel
of the Lord said toManoah, Though you keepme Iwill not take of your food; but if youwill
make a burned offering, let it be offered to the Lord. For it had not come into Manoah's
mind that hewas the angel of the Lord. 17ThenManoah said to the angel of the Lord,What
is your name, so that when your words come true we may give you honour? 18 But the
angel of the Lord said to him, Why are you questioning me about my name, seeing that it
is a wonder? 19 So Manoah took the young goat with its meal offering, offering it on the
rock to the Lord, who did strange things. 20And when the flame went up to heaven from
the altar, the angel of the Lordwent up in the flame of the altar, whileManoah and hiswife
were looking on; and they went down on their faces to the earth. 21 But the angel of the
Lord was seen nomore byManoah and his wife. Then it was clear to Manoah that he was
the angel of the Lord. 22And Manoah said to his wife, Death will certainly be our fate, for
it is a god whom we have seen. 23But his wife said to him, If the Lord was purposing our
death, he would not have taken our burned offering and our meal offering, or have given
us such orders about the child. 24So thewomangave birth to a son, and gave him thename
Samson; and he became a man and the blessing of the Lord was on him. 25And the spirit
of the Lord first came on him inMahaneh-dan, between Zorah and Eshtaol.

14
1 Now Samson went down to Timnah, and saw a woman in Timnah, of the daughters

of the Philistines; 2And when he came back he said to his father and mother, I have seen
a woman in Timnah, of the daughters of the Philistines: get her now for me for my wife.
3Then his father andmother said to him, Is there nowoman among the daughters of your
relations or among all my people, that you have to go for your wife to the Philistines, who
arewithout circumcision? But Samson said to his father, Get her forme, for she is pleasing
tome. 4Nowhis fatherandmotherhadnoknowledge that thiswas thepurposeof theLord,
who had the destruction of the Philistines in mind. Now the Philistines at that time were
ruling over Israel. 5 Then Samson went down to Timnah (and his father and his mother,)
and came to the vine-gardens of Timnah; and a young lion came rushing out at him. 6And
the spirit of the Lord came on himwith power, and, unarmed as hewas, pulling the lion in
two as onemight do to a young goat, he put him to death; (but he said nothing to his father
and mother of what he had done.) 7 So he went down and had talk with the woman; and
shewas pleasing to Samson. 8Then after a timehewent back to take her; and turning from
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the road to see the dead body of the lion, he saw amass of bees in the body of the lion, and
honey there. 9And he took the honey in his hand, and went on, tasting it on the way; and
when he came to his father andmother he gave some to them; but did not say that he had
taken the honey from the body of the lion. 10Then Samson went down to the woman, and
made a feast there, as was the way among young men. 11And he took thirty friends, and
they were with him. 12And Samson said, Now I have a hard question for you: if you are
able to giveme the answer before the seven days of the feast are over, I will give you thirty
linen robes and thirty changes of clothing; 13But if you are not able to giveme the answer,
then you will have to give me thirty linen robes and thirty changes of clothing. And they
said to him, Put your hard question and let us seewhat it is. 14And he said, Out of the taker
of food came food, and out of the strong came the sweet. And at the end of three days they
were still not able to give the answer. 15So on the fourth day they said to Samson'swife, Get
from your husband the answer to his question by some trick or other, or we will have you
and your father's house burned with fire; did you get us here to take all we have? 16Then
Samson's wife, weeping over him, said, Truly you have no love for me but only hate; you
have put a hard question to the children of my people and have not given me the answer.
And he said to her, See, I have not given the answer even to my father or my mother; am
I to give it to you? 17 And all the seven days of the feast she went on weeping over him;
and on the seventh day he gave her the answer, because she gave him no peace; and she
sent word of it to the children of her people. 18 Then on the seventh day, before he went
into the bride's room, the men of the town said to him, What is sweeter than honey? and
what is stronger than a lion? And he said to them, If you had not been ploughing with my
cow youwould not have got the answer to my question. 19And the spirit of the Lord came
rushing on him, and hewent down to Ashkelon and, attacking thirtymen there, took their
clothing from them, and gave it to themenwhohad given the answer to his hard question.
Then, full of wrath, he went back to his father's house. 20But Samson's wife was given to
the friend who had been his best man.

15
1Nowashort timeafter, at the timeof the grain-cutting, Samson, takingwithhimayoung

goat, went to see his wife; and he said, I will go in tomywife into the bride's room. But her
father would not let him go in. 2 And her father said, It seemed to me that you had only
hate for her; so I gave her to your friend: but is not her younger sister fairer than she?
so please take her in place of the other. 3 Then Samson said to them, This time I will give
payment in full to the Philistines, for I am going to do them great evil. 4 So Samson went
and got three hundred foxes and some sticks of fire-wood; and he put the foxes tail to tail
with a stick between every two tails; 5 Then firing the sticks, he let the foxes loose among
the uncut grain of the Philistines, and all the corded stems as well as the living grain and
the vine-gardens and the olives went up in flames. 6 Then the Philistines said, Who has
done this? And they said, Samson, the son-in-law of the Timnite, because he took his wife
and gave her to his friend. So the Philistines came up and had her and her father's house
burned. 7And Samson said to them, If you go on like this, truly I will takemy full payment
from you; and that will be the end of it. 8And hemade an attack on them, driving them in
uncontrolled flight, and causing great destruction; then he went away to his safe place in
the crack of the rock at Etam. 9 Then the Philistines went and put up their tents in Judah,
all round Lehi. 10And themen of Judah said, Why have you come up against us? And they
said, We have come up to take Samson, and to do to him as he has done to us. 11 Then
three thousand of the men of Judah went down to the crack of the rock of Etam, and said
to Samson, Is it not clear to you that the Philistines are our rulers? What is this you have
done to us? And he said to them, I only did to them as they did to me. 12Then they said to
him,Wehave comedown to take you and give youup into the hands of the Philistines. And
Samson said to them,Givemeyouroath that youwill notmakeanattackonmeyourselves.
13And they said, No; we will take you and give you up into their hands, but truly we will
not put you to death. So knotting two new cords round him they took him up from the
rock. 14And when he came to Lehi, the Philistines came out, meeting himwith loud cries;
then the spirit of the Lord came rushing on him, and the cords on his arms became like
grass which has been burned with fire, and the bands came falling off his hands. 15And
taking up the mouth-bone of an ass newly dead, which he saw by chance on the earth, he
put to death a thousand men with it. 16 And Samson said, With a red ass's mouth-bone I
have made them red with blood, with a red ass's mouth-bone I have sent destruction on a
thousandmen. 17Andhaving said thesewords, he let themouth-bonegoout of his hand; so
that place was named Ramath-lehi. 18After this, he was in great need of water, and crying
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out to the Lord, he said, You have given this great salvation by the hand of your servant,
and now need of water will be my death; and I will be given into the hands of this people
who are without circumcision. 19 Then God made a crack in the hollow rock in Lehi and
water came out of it; and after drinking, his spirit came back to him and he was strong
again; so that place was named En-hakkore; it is in Lehi to this day. 20And he was judge of
Israel in the days of the Philistines for twenty years.

16
1Now Samson went to Gaza, and there he saw a loose woman and went in to her. 2And

it was said to the Gazites, Samson is here. So they went round, watching for him all day
at the doorway of the town, but at night they kept quiet, saying, When daylight comes we
will put him to death. 3And Samson was there till the middle of the night; then he got up,
and took a grip on the doors of the town, pulling themup, togetherwith their two supports
and their locks, and put them on his back and took them up to the top of the hill in front
of Hebron. 4Now after this, he was in love with a woman in the valley of Sorek, named
Delilah. 5And the chiefs of the Philistines came up to her, and said to her, Make use of your
power over him and see what is the secret of his great strength, and how we may get the
better of him, and put bands on him, so that wemaymake him feeble; and every one of us
will give you eleven hundred shekels of silver. 6 So Delilah said to Samson, Make clear to
me now what is the secret of your great strength, and how you may be put in bands and
made feeble. 7 And Samson said to her, If seven new bow-cords which have never been
made dry are knotted round me, I will become feeble and will be like any other man. 8 So
the chiefs of the Philistines gave her seven new bow-cords which had never been made
dry, and she had them tightly knotted round him. 9Now she had men waiting secretly in
the inner room; and she said to him, The Philistines are on you, Samson. And the cords
were broken by him as a twist of thread is broken when touched by a flame. So the secret
of his strength did not come to light. 10 Then Delilah said to Samson, See, you have been
making sport of mewith false words; now, say truly howmay you be put in bands? 11And
he said to her, If they only put roundmenew thick cordswhichhavenever beenused, then
I will become feeble and will be like any other man. 12 So Delilah took new thick cords,
knotting them tightly round him, and said to him, The Philistines are on you, Samson. And
menwere waiting secretly in the inner room. And the cords were broken off his arms like
threads. 13 Then Delilah said to Samson, Up to now you have made sport of me with false
words; now say truly, howmayyoubeput in bands? Andhe said to her, If you get the seven
twists ofmyhairworked into the clothyouaremakingandfixedwith thepin, Iwill become
feeble and will be like any other man. 14 So while he was sleeping she got the seven twists
of his hair worked into her cloth and fixed with the pin, and said to him, The Philistines
are on you, Samson. Then awaking from his sleep, he got up quickly, pulling up cloth and
machine together. 15 And she said to him, Why do you say you are my lover when your
heart is not mine? Three times you have made sport of me, and have not made clear to
me the secret of your great strength. 16 So day after day she gave him no peace, for ever
questioning him till his soul was troubled to death. 17And opening all his heart to her, he
said to her, My head has never been touched by a blade, for I have been separate to God
from the day of my birth: if my hair is cut off, then my strength will go fromme and I will
become feeble, andwill be like any otherman. 18AndwhenDelilah saw that he had let her
see into his heart, she sent word to the chiefs of the Philistines saying, Come up this time,
for he has let out all his heart tome. Then the chiefs of the Philistines came to her, with the
money in their hands. 19 And she made him go to sleep on her knees; and she sent for a
man and had his seven twists of hair cut off; andwhile it was being done he became feeble
and his strengthwent fromhim. 20Then she said, The Philistines are on you, Samson. And
awaking from his sleep, he said, I will go out as at other times, shakingmyself free. But he
was not conscious that the Lord had gone from him. 21 So the Philistines took him and put
out his eyes; then they took him down to Gaza, and, chaining himwith bands of brass, put
him to work crushing grain in the prison-house. 22But the growth of his hair was starting
again after it had been cut off. 23And the chiefs of the Philistines came together to make a
great offering to Dagon their god, and to be glad; for they said, Our god has given into our
hands Samsonourhater. 24Andwhen thepeople sawhim, they gavepraise to their god; for
they said, Our godhas given into ourhands the onewhowasfighting against us,whomade
our country waste, and who put great numbers of us to death. 25Now when their hearts
were full of joy, they said, Send for Samson tomake sport for us. And they sent for Samson
out of the prison-house, and he made sport before them; and they put him between the
pillars. 26And Samson said to the boy who took him by the hand, Let me put my hand on
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the pillars supporting the house, so that Imay putmy back against them. 27Now the house
was full ofmen andwomen; and all the lords of the Philistineswere there; and about three
thousandmen andwomenwere on the roof, looking onwhile Samsonmade sport. 28And
Samson, crying out to the Lord, said, O Lord God, do have me now in mind, and do make
me strong only this once, O God, so that I may take one last payment from the Philistines
formy two eyes. 29Then Samson put his arms round the twomiddle pillars supporting the
house, putting his weight on them, on one with his right hand and on the other with his
left. 30And Samson said, Let death overtakemewith the Philistines. And he put out all his
strength, and the house came down on the chiefs and on all the people who were in it. So
the dead whom he sent to destruction by his death were more than all those on whom he
had sent destruction in his life. 31 Then his brothers and his father's people came down
and took him up and put his body to rest in the earth between Zorah and Eshtaol in the
resting-place of Manoah his father. And he had been judge of Israel for twenty years.

17
1Now there was aman of the hill-country of Ephraim namedMicah. 2And he said to his

mother, The elevenhundred shekels of silverwhichwere taken fromyou, aboutwhichyou
took an oath and said in my hearing, I have given this silver to the Lord frommy hand for
myself, to make a pictured image and a metal image: see, I have the silver, for I took it: so
now I will give it back to you. And his mother said, May the blessing of the Lord be on my
son. 3And he gave back the eleven hundred shekels of silver to hismother, and hismother
said, I havemade the silver holy to the Lord fromme formy son, tomake a pictured image
and a metal image. 4 So he gave the silver back to his mother. Then his mother took two
hundred shekels of silver and gave them to a metal-worker who made a pictured image
and a metal image from them: and it was in the house of Micah. 5 And the man Micah
had a house of gods; and hemade an ephod and family gods and put one of his sons in the
positionofpriest. 6 In thosedays therewasnoking in Israel: everymandidas seemedright
to him. 7Now there was a young man living in Beth-lehem-judah, of the family of Judah
and a Levite, who was not a townsman of the place. 8 And he went away from the town
of Beth-lehem-judah, looking for somewhere to make his living-place; and on his journey
he came to the hill-country of Ephraim, to the house of Micah. 9 And Micah said to him,
Where do you come from? And he said to him, I am a Levite fromBeth-lehem-judah, and I
am looking for a living-place. 10Then Micah said to him, Make your living-place with me,
and be a father and a priest to me, and I will give you ten shekels of silver a year and your
clothing and food. 11And the Levite said hewouldmake his living-placewith theman, and
he became to him as one of his sons. 12AndMicah gave the position to the Levite, and the
young man became his priest, and was in the house of Micah. 13 Then Micah said, Now I
am certain that the Lord will dome good, seeing that the Levite has becomemy priest.

18
1 In those days therewas no king in Israel, and in those days theDaniteswere looking for

aheritage for themselves, to be their living-place; forup to that timenodistributionof land
had been made to them among the tribes of Israel. 2 So the children of Dan sent five men
from among their number, strongmen, from Zorah and from Eshtaol, to take a look at the
land and make a search through it; and they said to them, Go and make a search through
the land; and they came to the hill-country of Ephraim, to the house of Micah, where they
madea stop for thenight. 3When theywerenear thehouseofMicah, hearingavoicewhich
was not strange to them, that of the young Levite, they went out of their road to his place,
and said to him, How did you come here? and what are you doing in this place? and why
areyouhere? 4Andhesaid to them,This iswhatMicahdid forme, andhegavemepayment
and I became his priest. 5 Then they said, Do get directions from God for us, to see if the
journey on which we are going will have a good outcome. 6 And the priest said to them,
Go in peace: your way is guided by the Lord. 7 Then the five men went on their way and
came to Laish and saw the people who were there, living without thought of danger, like
the Zidonians, quiet and safe; for they had everything on earth for their needs, and they
were far from the Zidonians and had no business with Aram. 8 So they came back to their
brothers inZorahandEshtaol, and their brothers said to them,Whatnewshaveyou? 9And
theysaid,Up! and letusgoagainstLaish; forwehaveseen the land, and it is verygood: why
are youdoingnothing? Donot be slow to go in and take the land for yourheritage. 10When
you come there youwill come to a people livingwithout thought of danger; and the land is
wide, and God has given it into your hands: a place where there is everything on earth for
man's needs. 11So six hundredmenof theDanites fromZorah andEshtaolwent out armed
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with instruments of war. 12And they went up and put up their tents in Kiriath-jearim in
Judah: so that place is named Mahaneh-dan to this day. It is to the west of Kiriath-jearim.
13From there theywent on to the hill-country of Ephraim and came to the house ofMicah.
14Then the five men who had gone to make a search through the country of Laish, said to
their brothers, Have youknowledge that in these houses there is an ephod and family gods
and a pictured image and ametal image? So now you see what to do. 15And turning from
their road they came to the house of the young Levite, the house ofMicah, and said to him,
Is it well with you? 16And the six hundred armed men of the Danites took their places by
the doorway. 17Then the fivemenwho had gone to make a search through the land, went
in and took the pictured image and the ephod and the family gods and the metal image;
and the priest was by the doorway with the six hundred armed men. 18 And when they
went into Micah's house and took out the pictured image and the ephod and the family
gods and themetal image, the priest said to them,What are you doing? 19And they said to
him, Be quiet; say nothing, and come with us and be our father and priest; is it better for
you to be priest to oneman's house or to be priest to a tribe and a family in Israel? 20Then
the priest's heart was glad, and he took the ephod and the family gods and the pictured
image andwent with the people. 21So theywent on their way again, putting the little ones
and the oxen and the goods in front of them. 22When they had gone some way from the
house of Micah, themen from the houses nearMicah's house came together and overtook
the children of Dan, 23Crying out to them. And the Danites, turning round, said to Micah,
What is your trouble, that youhave takenup arms? 24Andhe said, Youhave takenmygods
which Imade, andmypriest, and have gone away; what is there formenow? Why then do
you say to me, What is your trouble? 25And the children of Dan said to him, Say no more,
ormen of bitter spirit maymake an attack on you, causing loss of your life and the lives of
your people. 26Then the children of Danwent on theirway; andwhenMicah saw that they
were stronger than he, he went back to his house. 27And they took that which Micah had
made, and his priest, and came to Laish, to a people living quietly and without thought of
danger, and they put them to the sword without mercy, burning down their town. 28And
they had no saviour, because it was far from Zidon, and they had no business with Aram;
and it was in the valley which is the property of Beth-rehob. And building up the town
again they took it for their living-place. 29And they gave the town the name of Dan, after
Dan their father, whowas the son of Israel: though the townhadbeennamedLaish at first.
30 (And the childrenofDanputup thepictured image for themselves; and Jonathan, the son
of Gershom, the son of Moses, and his sons were priests for the tribe of the Danites till the
day when the ark was taken prisoner.) 31And they put up for themselves the image which
Micah hadmade, and it was there all the time that the house of God was in Shiloh.

19
1Now in those days, when there was no king in Israel, a certain Levite was living in the

inmost parts of the hill-country of Ephraim, and he got for himself a servant-wife from
Beth-lehem-judah. 2And his servant-wife was angry with him, and went away from him
to her father's house at Beth-lehem-judah, and was there for four months. 3 Then her
husbandgot upandwent afterher,with thepurposeof talkingkindly toher, and takingher
back with him; he had with him his young man and two asses: and she took him into her
father's house, and her father, when he saw him, came forward to him with joy. 4And his
father-in-law, the girl's father, kept him there for three days; and they had food and drink
and took their rest there. 5Now on the fourth day they got up early in the morning and
he made ready to go away; but the girl's father said to his son-in-law, Take a little food to
keep up your strength, and then go on yourway. 6So seating themselves they had food and
drink, the two of them together; and the girl's father said to theman, If it is your pleasure,
take your rest here tonight, and let your heart be glad. 7And theman got up to go away, but
his father-in-lawwould not let him go, so he took his rest there again for the night. 8Then
early on themorning of thefifth dayhe got up to go away; but the girl's father said, Keepup
your strength; so the two of themhad ameal, and theman and his woman and his servant
did not go till after the middle of the day. 9Andwhen they got up to go away, his father-in-
law, the girl's father, said to him, Now evening is coming on, so do not go tonight; see, the
day is almost gone; take your rest here and let your heart be glad, and tomorrow early, go
on yourway back to your house. 10But themanwould not be kept there that night, and he
got up and went away and came opposite to Jebus (which is Jerusalem); and he had with
him the two asses, ready for travelling, and his woman. 11When they got near Jebus the
day was far gone; and the servant said to his master, Now let us go from our road into this
town of the Jebusites and take our night's rest there. 12But his master said to him,Wewill
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not go out of our way into a strange town, whose people are not of the children of Israel;
but wewill go on to Gibeah. 13And he said to his servant, Come, let us go on to one of these
places, stopping for the night in Gibeah or Ramah. 14 So they went on their way; and the
sun went down when they were near Gibeah in the land of Benjamin. 15 And they went
off the road there with the purpose of stopping for the night in Gibeah: and he went in,
seating himself in the street of the town, for no one took them into his house for the night.
16Nowwhen it was evening they saw an oldman coming back from his work in the fields;
hewas from thehill-country of Ephraimandwas living inGibeah: but themenof the place
were Benjamites. 17And when he saw the traveller in the street of the town, the old man
said, Where are you going? and where do you come from? 18And he said to him, We are
on our way from Beth-lehem-judah to the inmost parts of the hill-country of Ephraim: I
came from there and went to Beth-lehem-judah: now I am on my way back to my house,
but no man will take me into his house. 19 But we have dry grass and food for our asses,
as well as bread and wine for me, and for the woman, and for the youngman with us: we
have no need of anything. 20And the old man said, Peace be with you; let all your needs
be my care; only do not take your rest in the street. 21 So he took them into his house and
gave the asses food; and after washing their feet they took food and drink. 22While they
were taking their pleasure at themeal, the good-for-nothingmen of the town came round
the house, giving blows on the door; and they said to the oldman, themaster of the house,
Send out that man who came to your house, so that we may take our pleasure with him.
23So theman, themaster of the house, went out to them, and said, No, my brothers, do not
this evil thing; this man has come into my house, and you are not to do him this wrong.
24 See, here is my daughter, a virgin, and his servant-wife: I will send them out for you to
take themand dowith themwhatever youwill. But do no such thing of shame to thisman.
25But the men would not give ear to him: so the man took his woman and sent her out to
them; and they took her by force, using her for their pleasure all night till the morning;
and when dawn came they let her go. 26 Then at the dawn of day the woman came, and,
falling down at the door of theman's housewhere hermaster was, was stretched there till
it was light. 27 In the morning her master got up, and opening the door of the house went
out to go on his way; and he saw his servant-wife stretched on the earth at the door of the
housewithher hands on the step. 28Andhe said to her, Get up and let us be going; but there
was no answer; so he took her up and put her on the ass, and went on his way and came
to his house. 29Andwhen he had come to his house, he got his knife, and took the woman,
cutting her up bone by bone into twelve parts, which he sent through all Israel. 30And he
gave orders to the men whom he sent, saying, This is what you are to say to all the men of
Israel, Has ever an act like this been done from the day when the children of Israel came
out of Egypt to this day? Give thought to it, turning it over in your minds, and give your
opinion of it.

20
1 Then all the children of Israel took up arms, and the people came together like one

man, from Dan to Beer-sheba, and the land of Gilead, before the Lord at Mizpah. 2 And
the chiefs of the people, out of all the tribes of Israel, took their places in themeeting of the
people of God, four hundred thousand footmen armedwith swords. 3 (Now the children of
Benjamin hadword that the children of Israel had gone up toMizpah.) And the children of
Israel said, Make clear how this evil thing took place. 4Then the Levite, the husband of the
dead woman, said in answer, I came to Gibeah in the land of Benjamin, I and my servant-
wife, for the purpose of stopping there for the night. 5And the townsmen of Gibeah came
together againstme, going round thehouse onall sides bynight; itwas their purpose to put
me to death, and my servant-wife was violently used by them and is dead. 6 So I took her,
cutting her into partswhich I sent through all the country of the heritage of Israel: for they
havedoneanact of shame in Israel. 7Hereyouall are, you childrenof Israel; givenowyour
suggestions aboutwhat is to be done. 8Then all the people got up as oneman and said, Not
one of us will go to his tent or go back to his house: 9But this is what we will do to Gibeah:
wewill go up against it by the decision of the Lord; 10Andwewill take tenmenout of every
hundred, through all the tribes of Israel, a hundred out of every thousand, a thousand
out of every ten thousand, to get food for the people, so that they may give to Gibeah of
Benjamin the right punishment for the act of shame they have done in Israel. 11 So all the
menof Israelwerebanded togetheragainst the town, united likeoneman. 12And the tribes
of Israel sentmen throughall the tribeofBenjamin saying,What is this evilwhichhasbeen
done among you? 13Nowgive up those good-for-nothing persons inGibeah so thatwemay
put them to death, clearing away the evil from Israel. But the children of Benjamin would
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not give ear to the voice of their brothers, the children of Israel. 14 And the children of
Benjamin came together from all their towns to Gibeah, to go to war with the children of
Israel. 15And the children of Benjaminwho came that day from the townswere twenty-six
thousand men armed with swords, in addition to the people of Gibeah, numbering seven
hundred of the best fighting-men, 16Who were left-handed, able to send a stone at a hair
without error. 17And themenof Israel, other thanBenjamin,were four hundred thousand
in number, all armed with swords; they were all men of war. 18And they got up and went
up to Beth-el to get directions from God, and the children of Israel said, Who is to be the
first to go up to the fight against the children of Benjamin? And the Lord said, Judah is to
go upfirst. 19So the children of Israel got up in themorning and put themselves in position
against Gibeah. 20And the men of Israel went out to war against Benjamin (and the men
of Israel put their forces in fighting order against them at Gibeah). 21Then the children of
Benjamin came out from Gibeah, cutting down twenty-two thousand of the Israelites that
day. 22But the people, the men of Israel, taking heart again, put their forces in order and
tookup the samepositionas on thefirst day. 23Nowthe childrenof Israelwentup,weeping
before the Lord till evening, requesting the Lord and saying, Am I to go forward again to
the fight against the children of Benjamin my brother? And the Lord said, Go up against
him. 24So the children of Israel went forward against the children of Benjamin the second
day. 25 And the second day Benjamin went out against them from Gibeah, cutting down
eighteen thousandmen of the children of Israel, all swordsmen. 26Then all the children of
Israel, and all the people, went up to Beth-el, weeping and waiting there before the Lord,
going without food all day till evening, and offering burned offerings and peace-offerings
before the Lord. 27 And the children of Israel made request to the Lord, (for the ark of
the agreement of the Lord was there in those days, 28 And Phinehas, the son of Eleazar,
the son of Aaron, was in his place before it,) and said, Am I still to go on with the fight
against the children of Benjamin my brother, or am I to give it up? And the Lord said, Go
on; for tomorrow I will give him into your hands. 29 So Israel put men secretly all round
Gibeah to make a surprise attack on it. 30 And the children of Israel went up against the
children of Benjamin on the third day, andput themselves in fighting order against Gibeah
as before. 31And the children of Benjaminwent out against the people,moving away from
the town; and as before, at their first attack, they put to death about thirty men of Israel
on the highways, of which one goes up to Beth-el and the other to Gibeah, and in the open
country. 32 And the children of Benjamin said, They are giving way before us as at first.
But the children of Israel said, Let us go in flight and get themaway from the town, into the
highways. 33 So all the men of Israel got up and put themselves in fighting order at Baal-
tamar: and those who had been waiting secretly to make a surprise attack came rushing
out of their place on the west of Geba. 34And they came in front of Gibeah, ten thousand
of the best men in all Israel, and the fighting became more violent; but the children of
Benjaminwere not conscious that evil was coming on them. 35Then the Lord sent sudden
fear on Benjamin before Israel; and that day the children of Israel put to death twenty-
five thousand, one hundred men of Benjamin, all of them swordsmen. 36 So the children
of Benjamin saw that they were overcome: and the men of Israel had given way before
Benjamin, putting their faith in the watchers who were to make the surprise attack on
Gibeah. 37And thewatchers, rushing onGibeah and overrunning it, put all the town to the
sword without mercy. 38Now the sign fixed between the men of Israel and those making
the surprise attackwas that when theymade a pillar of smoke go up from the town, 39The
men of Israel were to make a turn about in the fight. And Benjamin had overcome and
put to death about thirty of the men of Israel, and were saying, Certainly they are falling
back before us as in the first fight. 40Then the sign went up out of the town in the pillar of
smoke, and the Benjamites, turning back, saw all the town going up in smoke to heaven.
41And themen of Israel hadmade a turn about, and themen of Benjamin were overcome
with fear, for they saw that evil hadovertaken them. 42So turning their backs on themenof
Israel, they went in the direction of the waste land; but the fight overtook them; and those
who came out of the town were heading them off and putting them to the sword. 43And
crushing Benjamin down, they went after them, driving them from Nohah as far as the
east side of Gibeah. 44Eighteen thousandmen of Benjamin came to their death, all strong
men of war. 45And turning, they went in flight to the rock of Rimmon in the waste land:
and on the highways five thousand of themwere cut off by themen of Israel, who, pushing
on hard after them to Geba, put to death two thousand more. 46 So twenty-five thousand
of the swordsmen of Benjamin came to their end that day, all strong men of war. 47 But
six hundred men, turning back, went in flight to the rock of Rimmon in the waste land,
and were living on the rock of Rimmon for four months. 48And the men of Israel, turning
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again against the children of Benjamin, put to the sword without mercy all the towns and
the cattle and everything there was, burning every townwhich came into their hands.

21
1Now the men of Israel had taken an oath in Mizpah, saying, Not one of us will give his

daughter as awife to Benjamin. 2And thepeople came toBeth-el, waiting there till evening
before God, and gave themselves up to bitter weeping. 3And they said, O Lord, the God of
Israel, why has this fate come on Israel, that today one tribe has been cut off from Israel?
4 Then on the day after, the people got up early and made an altar there, offering burned
offerings and peace-offerings. 5 And the children of Israel said, Who is there among all
the tribes of Israel, who did not come up to the Lord at the meeting of all Israel? For they
had taken a great oath that whoever did not come up to Mizpah to the Lord was to be put
to death. 6 And the children of Israel were moved with pity for Benjamin their brother,
saying, Today one tribe has been cut off from Israel. 7What are we to do about wives for
those who are still living? For we have taken an oath by the Lord that we will not give
them our daughters for wives. 8 And they said, Which one of the tribes of Israel did not
come up to Mizpah to the Lord? And it was seen that no one had come from Jabesh-gilead
to themeeting. 9Forwhen thepeoplewerenumbered, not onemanof thepeople of Jabesh-
gileadwas present. 10So they (themeeting) sent twelve thousand of the best fighting-men,
and gave themorders, saying, Go and put the people of Jabesh-gilead to the swordwithout
mercy,with theirwomenand their little ones. 11And this iswhat youare to do: everymale,
and every woman who has had sex relations with a man, you are to put to the curse, but
you are to keep safe the virgins. And they did so. 12Now there were among the people of
Jabesh-gilead four hundred young virgins who had never had sex relations with a man;
these they took to their tents in Shiloh in the land of Canaan. 13And all the meeting sent
to the men of Benjamin who were in the rock of Rimmon, offering them peace. 14 Then
Benjamin came back; and they gave them the women whom they had kept from death
among the women of Jabesh-gilead: but still there were not enough for them. 15And the
people were moved with pity for Benjamin, because the Lord had let his wrath loose on
the tribes of Israel. 16 Then the responsible men of the meeting said, What are we to do
aboutwives for the rest of them, seeing that thewomen of Benjamin are dead? 17And they
said, How is the rest of Benjamin to be given offspring so that one tribe of Israel may not
be put out of existence, 18 Seeing that we may not give them our daughters as wives? For
the children of Israel had taken an oath, saying, Cursed is hewho gives awife to Benjamin.
19And they said, See, every year there is a feast of the Lord in Shiloh, which is to the north
of Beth-el, on the east side of the highway which goes up from Beth-el to Shechem, and on
the south of Lebonah. 20And they said to the men of Benjamin, Go into the vine-gardens,
waiting there secretly, 21Andwatching; and if thedaughters of Shiloh comeout to takepart
in the dances, then come from the vine-gardens and take a wife for every one of you from
among the daughters of Shiloh, and go back to the land of Benjamin. 22 And when their
fathers or their brothers come andmake trouble, you are to say to them, Give them to us as
anactof grace; forwedidnot take themaswives forourselves inwar; and if youyourselves
had given them to us you would have been responsible for the broken oath. 23 So the men
of Benjamin did this, and got wives for themselves for every one of their number, taking
them away by force from the dance; then they went back to their heritage, building up
their towns and living in them. 24Then the children of Israel went away from there, every
man to his tribe and his family, everymanwent back to his heritage. 25 In those days there
was no king in Israel: everyman did what seemed right to him.
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The Book of
Ruth

1Now there came a time, in the days of the judges, when there was no food in the land.
And a certainmanwent fromBeth-lehem-judah, he and hiswife and his two sons, tomake
a living-place in the country of Moab. 2And the name of the man was Elimelech, and the
name of his wife Naomi, and the name of his two sons Mahlon and Chilion, Ephrathites of
Beth-lehem-judah. And they came into the country ofMoab, andwere there for some time.
3And Elimelech, Naomi's husband, came to his end; and only her two sons were with her.
4And they took twowomenofMoabas theirwives: thenameof theonewasOrpah, and the
name of the other Ruth; and they went on living there for about ten years. 5And Mahlon
andChilion came to their end; and thewomanwaswithout her two sons andher husband.
6So she and her daughters-in-law got ready to go back from the country ofMoab, for news
had come to her in the country of Moab that the Lord, in mercy for his people, had given
them food. 7And she went out of the place where she was, and her two daughters-in-law
with her; and they went on their way to go back to the land of Judah. 8And Naomi said to
her two daughters-in-law, Go back to your mothers' houses: may the Lord be good to you
as you have been good to the dead and to me: 9May the Lord give you rest in the houses
of your husbands. Then she gave them a kiss; and they were weeping bitterly. 10And they
said to her, No, but we will go back with you to your people. 11 But Naomi said, Go back,
my daughters; whywill you comewithme? Have I more sons inmy body, to become your
husbands? 12Go back, my daughters, and go on your way; I am so old now that I may not
have another husband. If I said, I have hopes, if I had a husband tonight, and might have
sons, 13Wouldyoukeepyourselves till theywereold enough? wouldyoukeep fromhaving
husbands for them? No, my daughters; but I am very sad for you that the hand of the Lord
is against me. 14Then again theywere weeping; and Orpah gave hermother-in-law a kiss,
but Ruthwould not be parted fromher. 15AndNaomi said, See, your sister-in-lawhas gone
back to her people and to her gods: go back after your sister-in-law. 16But Ruth said, Give
up requesting me to go away from you, or to go back without you: for where you go I will
go; and where you take your rest I will take my rest; your people will be my people, and
your God my God. 17Wherever death comes to you, death will come to me, and there will
be my last resting-place; the Lord do so to me and more if we are parted by anything but
death. 18Andwhen she saw that Ruthwas strong in her purpose to gowith her she said no
more. 19 So the two of themwent on till they came to Beth-lehem. And when they came to
Beth-lehem all the town was moved about them, and they said, Is this Naomi? 20And she
said to them, Do not let my name be Naomi, but Mara, for the Ruler of all has given me a
bitter fate. 21 Iwent out full, and the Lordhas sentmeback againwith nothing; whydo you
giveme the nameNaomi, seeing that the Lord has givenwitness againstme, and the Ruler
of all has sent sorrow onme? 22So Naomi came back out of the country ofMoab, and Ruth
theMoabitess, her daughter-in-law,withher; and they came toBeth-lehem in thefirst days
of the grain-cutting.

2
1And Naomi had a relation of her husband, a man of wealth, of the family of Elimelech;

and his name was Boaz. 2And Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, Now let me go into the
field and take up the heads of grain after him inwhose eyes Imayhave grace. And she said
toher, Go,mydaughter. 3Andshewent, andcameand tookup theheadsof grain in thefield
after the cutters; and by chance shewent into that part of the fieldwhichwas the property
of Boaz, who was of the family of Elimelech. 4And Boaz came from Beth-lehem, and said
to the grain-cutters, The Lord be with you. And they made answer, The Lord give you his
blessing. 5Then Boaz said to his servant whowas in authority over the cutters, Whose girl
is this? 6 And the servant who was in authority over the cutters said, It is a Moabite girl
who came backwith Naomi out of the country of Moab; 7And she said tome, Let me come
into the grain-field and take up the grain after the cutters. So she came, and has been here
from morning till now, without resting even for a minute. 8 Then said Boaz to Ruth, Give
ear to me, my daughter: do not go to take up the grain in another field, or go away from
here, but keep here by my young women: 9 Keep your eyes on the field they are cutting,
and go after them; have I not given orders to the youngmennot to put a hand on you? And
when you are in need of drink go to the vessels and take of what the young men have put
there. 10 Then she went down on her face to the earth, and said to him, Why have I grace
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in your eyes, that you give attention tome, seeing I am from a strange people? 11And Boaz
answering said to her, I have had news of everything you have done for your mother-in-
law after the death of your husband; how you went away from your father and mother
and the land of your birth, and came to a people who are strange to you. 12The Lord give
you a reward for what you have done, andmay a full reward be given to you by the Lord,
the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to take cover. 13Then she said, May I
have grace in your eyes, my lord, for you have given me comfort, and you have said kind
words to your servant, though I amnot like one of your servants. 14And atmeal-time Boaz
said to her, Come here, and take some of the bread, and put your bit into thewine. And she
tookher seat among the grain-cutters: andhe gaveher dry grain, and she took it, and there
was more than enough for her meal. 15Andwhen she got ready to take up the grain, Boaz
gave his youngmen orders, saying, Let her take it even from among the cut grain, and say
nothing to her. 16And let some heads of grain be pulled out of what has been corded up,
and dropped for her to take, and let no sharpword be said to her. 17So shewent on getting
together the heads of grain till evening; and after crushing out the seed it came to about
an ephah of grain. 18And she took it up andwent into the town; and she let hermother-in-
law see what she had got, and after taking enough for herself she gave her the rest. 19And
hermother-in-law said to her,Where did you take up the grain today, andwherewere you
working? May a blessing be on him who gave such attention to you. And she gave her
mother-in-law an account of where she had beenworking, and said, The name of theman
with whom I was working today is Boaz. 20And Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, May
the blessing of the Lord, who has at all times been kind to the living and to the dead, be on
him. AndNaomi said toher, Theman is of our family, oneof ournear relations. 21AndRuth
the Moabitess said, Truly, he said to me, Keep near my young men till all my grain is cut.
22And Naomi said to Ruth, her daughter-in-law, It is better, my daughter, for you to go out
with his servant-girls, so that no danger may come to you in another field. 23 So she kept
near the servant-girls of Boaz to take up the grain till the cutting of the early grain and the
cutting of the late grain were ended; and she went on living with her mother-in-law.

3
1And Naomi, her mother-in-law, said to her, My daughter, am I not to get you a resting-

placewhere youmay be in comfort? 2Andnow, is there not Boaz, our relation, withwhose
youngwomenyouwere? See, tonighthe is separating thegrain fromthewaste inhis grain-
floor. 3 So take a bath, and, after rubbing your body with sweet oil, put on your best robe,
and go down to the grain-floor; but do not let him see you till he has come to the end of
his meal. 4 But see to it, when he goes to rest, that you take note of the place where he is
sleeping, and go in there, and, uncovering his feet, take your place by him; and he will say
what you are to do. 5And she said, I will do all you say. 6 So she went down to the grain-
floor and did all her mother-in-law had said to her. 7Nowwhen Boaz had takenmeat and
drink, and his heart was glad, he went to take his rest at the end of the mass of grain; then
she came softly and, uncovering his feet, went to rest. 8Now in the middle of the night,
the man awaking from his sleep in fear, and lifting himself up, saw a woman stretched at
his feet. 9 And he said, Who are you? And she answering said, I am your servant Ruth:
take your servant as wife, for you are a near relation. 10 And he said, May the Lord give
you his blessing, my daughter: even better than what you did at the first is this last kind
act you have done, in not going after young men, with or without wealth. 11 And now,
my daughter, have no fear; I will do for you whatever you say: for it is clear to all my
townspeople that you are a woman of virtue. 12Now it is true that I am a near relation:
but there is a relation nearer than I. 13Take your rest here tonight; and in the morning, if
he will do for youwhat it is right for a relation to do, very well, let him do so: but if he will
not, then by the living Lord I myself will do so. 14And she took her rest at his feet till the
morning: and she got up before it was light enough for one to see another. And he said, Let
it not come to anyone's knowledge that the woman came to the grain-floor. 15And he said,
Take your robe, stretching it out in your hands: and she did so, and he took six measures
of grain and put them into it, and gave it her to take: and shewent back to the town. 16And
when she came back her mother-in-law said to her, How did it go with you, my daughter?
And she gave her an account of all the man had done to her. 17And she said, He gave me
these six measures of grain, saying, Do not go back to your mother-in-law with nothing in
your hands. 18Then she said, Do nothing now, my daughter, till you see what will come of
this; for themanwill take no rest till he has put this thing through.
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4
1And Boazwent up to the public place of the town, and took his seat there: and the near

relation of whomhe had been talking came by; and Boaz, crying out to him by name, said,
Comeandbe seatedhere. Andhe cameandwas seated. 2Thenhe got tenof the responsible
men of the town, and said, Be seated here. And they took their seats. 3Then he said to the
near relation, Naomi, who has come back from the country ofMoab, is offering for a price
that bit of landwhichwas our brother Elimelech's: 4And it was inmymind to give you the
chanceof taking it,with theapproval of those seatedhereandof the responsiblemenofmy
people. If you are ready to do what it is right for a relation to do, then do it: but if you will
not do it, say so to me now; for there is no one who has the right to do it but you, and after
youmyself. And he said, I will do it. 5Then Boaz said, On the day when you take this field,
youwill have to takewith it Ruth, theMoabitess, thewife of the dead, so that youmay keep
the name of the dead living in his heritage. 6And the near relation said, I amnot able to do
the relation's part, for fear of damaging the heritage I have: youmay do it inmyplace, for I
amnot able to do itmyself. 7Now, in earlier times thiswas theway in Israelwhenproperty
was taken over by a near relation, or when there was a change of owner. To make the
exchange certain oneman took off his shoe and gave it to the other; and this was awitness
in Israel. 8 So the near relation said to Boaz, Take it for yourself. And he took off his shoe.
9Then Boaz said to the responsiblemen and to all the people, You arewitnesses today that
I have taken at a price fromNaomi all the propertywhichwas Elimelech's, and everything
which was Chilion's and Mahlon's. 10And, further, I have taken Ruth, the Moabitess, who
was the wife of Mahlon, to be my wife, to keep the name of the dead man living in his
heritage, so that his name may not be cut off from among his countrymen, and from the
memory of his town: you are witnesses this day. 11 And all the people who were in the
public place, and the responsible men, said, We are witnesses. May the Lord make this
woman, who is about to come into your house, like Rachel and Leah, which two were the
builders of the house of Israel: and may you have wealth in Ephrathah, and be great in
Beth-lehem; 12May your family be like the family of Perez, the son whom Tamar gave to
Judah, from the offspring which the Lord may give you by this young woman. 13 So Boaz
tookRuthand shebecamehiswife; andhewent in toher, and theLordmadeherwith child
and she gave birth to a son. 14And the women said to Naomi, A blessing on the Lord, who
has not let you be this day without a near relation, and may his name be great in Israel.
15 He will be a giver of new life to you, and your comforter when you are old, for your
daughter-in-law,who, in her love for you, is better than seven sons, has given birth to him.
16And Naomi took the child and put her arms round it, and she took care of it. 17And the
womenwhowere her neighbours gave it a name, saying, Naomi has a child; and they gave
him the name of Obed: he is the father of Jesse, the father of David. 18Now these are the
generations of Perez: Perez became the father ofHezron; 19AndHezronbecame the father
of Ram, andRambecame the father of Amminadab; 20AndAmminadab became the father
of Nahshon, and Nahshon became the father of Salmon; 21And Salmon became the father
of Boaz, and Boaz became the father of Obed; 22And Obed became the father of Jesse, and
Jesse became the father of David.
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The First Book of Samuel
1Now there was a certain man of Ramathaim, a Zuphite of the hill-country of Ephraim,

named Elkanah; he was the son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of
Zuph, anEphraimite: 2Andhehad twowives, onenamedHannahand theother Peninnah:
and Peninnah was the mother of children, but Hannah had no children. 3Now this man
went up from his town every year to give worship and to make offerings to the Lord of
armies in Shiloh. And the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, the priests of the Lord,
were there. 4Andwhen thedaycame forElkanah tomakehis offering, hegave toPeninnah
his wife, and to all her sons and daughters, their part of the feast: 5But to Hannah he gave
one part, thoughHannahwas very dear to him, but the Lord had not let her have children.
6And the other wife did everything possible to make her unhappy, because the Lord had
not let her have children; 7 And year by year, whenever she went up to the house of the
Lord, she kept on attacking her, so that Hannah gave herself up toweeping andwould take
no food. 8Then her husband Elkanah said to her, Hannah, why are youweeping? andwhy
are you taking no food? why is your heart troubled? am I not more to you than ten sons?
9Soafter theyhad taken foodandwine in theguest room,Hannahgotup. NowEli thepriest
was seated by the pillars of the doorway of the Temple of the Lord. 10Andwith grief in her
soul, weeping bitterly, shemade her prayer to the Lord. 11And shemade an oath, and said,
OLord of armies, if youwill truly takenote of the sorrowof your servant, not turning away
fromme but keepingme inmind, and will give me aman-child, then I will give him to the
Lord all the days of his life, and his hairwill never be cut. 12Nowwhile shewas a long time
in prayer before the Lord, Eli was watching hermouth. 13For Hannah's prayer came from
her heart, and thoughher lipsweremoving shemadeno sound: so it seemed to Eli that she
was overcomewithwine. 14And Eli said to her, How long are you going to be theworse for
drink? Put away the effects of your wine from you. 15And Hannah, answering him, said,
No, my lord, I am a woman whose spirit is broken with sorrow: I have not taken wine or
strongdrink, but I havebeenopeningmyheart before theLord. 16Donot takeyour servant
to be a good-for-nothing woman: formywords have come frommy stored-up sorrow and
pain. 17Then Eli said to her, Go in peace: and may the God of Israel give you an answer to
the prayer you have made to him. 18And she said, May your servant have grace in your
eyes. So the womanwent away, and took part in the feast, and her face was no longer sad.
19And early in the morning they got up, and after worshipping before the Lord they went
back to Ramah, to their house: and Elkanah had connection with his wife; and the Lord
kept her in mind. 20Now the time came when Hannah, being with child, gave birth to a
son; and she gave him the name Samuel, Because, she said, I made a prayer to the Lord for
him. 21And theman Elkanahwith all his family went up tomake the year's offering to the
Lord, and to give effect to his oath. 22But Hannah did not go, for she said to her husband,
I will not go till the child has been taken from the breast, and then I will take himwith me
and put him before the Lord, where he may be for ever. 23And her husband Elkanah said
to her, Do whatever seems right to you, but not till you have taken him from the breast;
onlymay the Lord do as he has said. So thewoman, waiting there, gave her sonmilk till he
was old enough to be taken from the breast. 24 Then when she had done so, she took him
with her, with a three-year old ox and an ephah of meal and a skin full of wine, and took
him to the house of the Lord at Shiloh: now the child was still very young. 25 And when
they had made an offering of the ox, they took the child to Eli. 26And she said, O my lord,
as your soul is living, my lord, I am thatwomanwhowasmaking a prayer to the Lord here
by your side: 27My prayer was for this child; and the Lord has given him to me in answer
to my request: 28 So I have given him to the Lord; for all his life he is the Lord's. Then he
gave the Lord worship there.

2
1And Hannah, in prayer before the Lord, said, My heart is glad in the Lord, my horn is

lifted up in the Lord: my mouth is open wide over my haters; because my joy is in your
salvation. 2No other is holy as the Lord, for there is no other God but you: there is no Rock
like our God. 3 Say no more words of pride; let not uncontrolled sayings come out of your
mouths: for the Lord is a God of knowledge, by him acts are judged. 4The bows of themen
of war are broken, and the feeble are clothed with strength. 5 Those who were full are
offering themselves as servants for bread; those who were in need are at rest; truly, she
who had no children has become themother of seven; and shewho had a family is wasted
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with sorrow. 6TheLord is the giver of deathand life: sendingmendown to theunderworld
and lifting them up. 7The Lord gives wealth and takes a man's goods from him: crushing
men down and again lifting them up; 8Lifting the poor out of the dust, and him who is in
need out of the lowest place, to give them their place among rulers, and for their heritage
the seat of glory: for thepillars of the earth are theLord's andhehasmade them thebase of
theworld. 9Hewill keep the feet ofhisholyones, but theevil-doerswill come to their end in
the dark night, for by strength nomanwill overcome. 10Those whomake war against the
Lord will be broken; against them he will send his thunder from heaven: the Lord will be
judge of the ends of the earth, hewill give strength to his king, lifting up the horn of himon
whomtheholy oil has beenput. 11ThenElkanahwent toRamah tohis house. And the child
became the servant of the Lord under the direction of Eli the priest. 12Now the sons of Eli
were evil and good-for-nothing men, having no knowledge of the Lord. 13And the priests'
way with the people was this: when any manmade an offering, the priest's servant came
while the flesh was being cooked, having in his hand ameat-hook with three teeth; 14This
he put into the pot, and everything which came up on the hook the priest took for himself.
This they did in Shiloh to all the Israelites who came there. 15And more than this, before
the fat was burned, the priest's servant would come and say to the man who was making
the offering, Giveme some of the flesh to be cooked for the priest; he has no taste formeat
cooked in water, but would have you give it uncooked. 16And if the man said to him, First
let the fat be burned, then take asmuchas youwill; then the servantwould say, No, you are
to give it to me now, or I will take it by force. 17And the sin of these young men was very
great before theLord; for they gavenohonour to theLord's offerings. 18But Samuel did the
work of the Lord's house, while hewas a child, dressed in a linen ephod. 19And hismother
made him a little robe and took it to him every year when she came with her husband for
the year's offering. 20And every year Eli gave Elkanah and his wife a blessing, saying, May
the Lord give you offspring by this woman in exchange for the child you have given to the
Lord. And they went back to their house. 21And the Lord had mercy on Hannah and she
gave birth to three sons and two daughters. And the young Samuel became older before
the Lord. 22 Now Eli was very old; and he had news from time to time of what his sons
were doing to all Israel. 23And he said to them, Why are you doing such things? for from
all this people I get accounts of your evil ways. 24No, my sons, the account which is given
me, which the Lord's people are sending about, is not good. 25 If one man does wrong to
another, God will be his judge: but if a man's sin is against the Lord, who will take up his
cause? But they gave no attention to the voice of their father, for it was the Lord's purpose
to send destruction on them. 26And the young Samuel, becoming older, had the approval
of the Lord and ofmen. 27And aman of God came to Eli and said to him, The Lord says, Did
I letmyself be seen by your father's peoplewhen theywere in Egypt, servants in Pharaoh's
house? 28Did I take him out of all the tribes of Israel to be my priest and to go up to my
altar tomake the smoke of the offerings go up and to take up the ephod? Did I give to your
father's family all the offeringsmade by fire by the children of Israel? 29Why then are you
looking with envy on my offerings of meat and of meal which were ordered by my word,
honouringyour sonsbeforeme, andmakingyourselves fatwithall thebest of theofferings
of Israel, my people? 30For this reason the Lord God of Israel has said, Truly I did say that
your family and your father's people would have their place before me for ever: but now
the Lord says, Let it not be so; I will give honour to those by whom I am honoured, and
those who have no respect for me will be of small value in my eyes. 31 See, the days are
coming when your arm and the arm of your father's people will be cut off; 32And never
againwill there be an oldman in your family. 33But oneman of your familywill not be cut
off by my hand, and his eyes will be made dark, and grief will be in his heart: and all the
offspring of your family will come to their end by the sword ofmen. 34And this will be the
sign to you,whichwill comeonHophni andPhinehas, your sons; deathwill overtake them
on the same day. 35And I will make a true priest for myself, one who will do what is in my
heart and inmymind: and Iwillmake for him a familywhichwill not come to an end; and
his place will be before my holy one for ever. 36Then it will be that the rest of your family,
anyonewho has not been cut off, will go down on his knees to him for a bit of silver or a bit
of bread, and say, Be pleased to put me into one of the priest's places so that I may have a
little food.

3
1Now the young Samuel was the servant of the Lord before Eli. In those days the Lord

kept his word secret frommen; there was no open vision. 2And at that time, when Eli was
resting in his place, (now his eyes were becoming clouded so that he was not able to see,)
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3 And the light of God was still burning, while Samuel was sleeping in the Temple of the
Lord where the ark of God was, 4 The voice of the Lord said Samuel's name; and he said,
Here am I. 5And running to Eli he said, Here am I, for you saidmy name. And Eli said, I did
not say your name; go to your rest again. So he went back to his bed. 6And again the Lord
said, Samuel. And Samuel got up andwent to Eli and said, Here am I; for you certainly said
my name. But he said in answer, I said nothing, my son; go to your rest again. 7Now at
that time Samuel had no knowledge of the Lord, and the revelation of theword of the Lord
had not come to him. 8And for the third time the Lord said Samuel's name. And he got up
and went to Eli and said, Here am I; for you certainly said my name. Then it was clear to
Eli that the voice which had said the child's name was the Lord's. 9 So Eli said to Samuel,
Go back: and if the voice comes again, let your answer be, Say on, Lord; for the ears of
your servant are open. So Samuel went back to his bed. 10 Then the Lord came and said
as before, Samuel, Samuel. Then Samuel made answer, Say on, Lord; for the ears of your
servant are open. 11And the Lord said to Samuel, See, I will do a thing in Israel at which
the ears of everyone hearing of it will be burning. 12 In that day I will do to Eli everything
which I have said about his family, fromfirst to last. 13And you are to say to him that I will
send punishment on his family for ever, for the sin which he had knowledge of; because
his sons have been cursingGod andhehadno control over them. 14So I havemade anoath
to the family of Eli that no offering of meat or of meal which theymaymakewill ever take
away the sin of his family. 15And Samuel keptwhere hewas, notmoving till the time came
for opening the doors of the house of God in the morning. And fear kept him from giving
Eli an account of his vision. 16Then Eli said, Samuel, my son. And Samuel answering said,
Here am I. 17Andhe said,What did the Lord say to you? Do not keep it fromme: mayGod's
punishment be on you if you keep fromme anything he said to you. 18Then Samuel gave
him an account of everything, keeping nothing back. And he said, It is the Lord; let him do
what seems good to him. 19And Samuel became older, and the Lord was with him and let
not one of his words be without effect. 20And it was clear to all Israel from Dan to Beer-
sheba that Samuel had been made a prophet of the Lord. 21And the Lord was seen again
in Shiloh; for the Lord gave to Samuel in Shiloh the revelation of his word.

4
1Now at that time the Philistines came together tomakewar against Israel, and themen

of Israel went out to war against the Philistines and took up their position at the side of
Eben-ezer: and the Philistines put their forces in position in Aphek. 2And the Philistines
put their forces in order against Israel, and thefightingwas hard, and Israelwas overcome
by the Philistines, who put to the sword about four thousand of their army in the field.
3Andwhen thepeople cameback to their tents, the responsiblemenof Israel said,Whyhas
the Lord let the Philistines overcome us today? Let us get the ark of the Lord's agreement
here from Shiloh, so that it may be with us and give us salvation from the hands of those
who are against us. 4 So the people sent to Shiloh and got the ark of the agreement of the
Lordof armieswhose resting-place isbetween thewingedones; andHophniandPhinehas,
the two sons of Eli, were there with the ark of God's agreement. 5Andwhen the ark of the
Lord's agreement came into the tent-circle, all Israel gave a great cry, so that the earthwas
soundingwith it. 6And thePhilistines, hearing thenoise of their cry, said,What is this great
cry among the tents of the Hebrews? Then it became clear to them that the ark of the Lord
had come to the tent-circle. 7And the Philistines, full of fear, said, God has come into their
tents. And they said, Trouble is ours! forneverbeforehas sucha thingbeen seen. 8Trouble
is ours! Whowill give us salvation from the hands of these great gods? These are the gods
who sent all sorts of blows on the Egyptians in thewaste land. 9Be strong, O Philistines, be
men! Do not be servants to the Hebrews as they have been to you: go forward to the fight
without fear. 10 So the Philistines went to the fight, and Israel was overcome, and every
man went in flight to his tent: and great was the destruction, for thirty thousand footmen
of Israelwere put to the sword. 11And the ark ofGodwas taken; andHophni andPhinehas,
the sons of Eli, were put to the sword. 12And a man of Benjamin went running from the
fight and came to Shiloh the same daywith his clothing out of order and earth on his head.
13And when he came, Eli was seated by the wayside watching: and in his heart was fear
for the ark of God. And when the man came into the town and gave the news, there was
a great outcry. 14And Eli, hearing the noise and the cries, said, What is the reason of this
outcry? And the man came quickly and gave the news to Eli. 15Now Eli was ninety-eight
years old, and his eyes were fixed so that hewas not able to see. 16And theman said to Eli,
I have come from the army and have come in flight today from the fight. And he said, How
did it go, my son? 17And the man said, Israel went in flight from the Philistines, and there
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has been great destruction among the people, and your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas,
are dead, and the ark of God has been taken. 18And at these words about the ark of God,
Eli, falling back off his seat by the side of the doorway into the town, came down on the
earth so that his neck was broken and death overtook him, for he was an old man and of
great weight. He had been judging Israel for forty years. 19And his daughter-in-law, the
wife of Phinehas, was with child and near the time when she would give birth; and when
she had the news that the ark of God had been taken and that her father-in-law and her
husbandwere dead, her pains came on her suddenly and she gave birth. 20Andwhen she
was very near death the womenwhowere with her said, Have no fear, for you have given
birth to a son. But she made no answer and gave no attention to it. 21 And she gave the
child the name of Ichabod, saying, The glory has gone from Israel: because the ark of God
was taken and because of her father-in-law and her husband. 22And she said, The glory is
gone from Israel, for the ark of God has been taken.

5
1Now the Philistines, having taken the ark of God, took it with them from Eben-ezer to

Ashdod. 2They took the ark of God into the house of Dagon and put it by the side of Dagon.
3And when the people of Ashdod got up early on the morning after, they saw that Dagon
had comedown to the earth on his face before the ark of the Lord. And they tookDagon up
and put him in his place again. 4And when they got up early on the morning after, Dagon
had come down to the earth on his face before the ark of the Lord; and his head and his
hands were broken off on the doorstep; only the base was in its place. 5 So to this day no
priest ofDagon, oranywhocome intoDagon'shouse,will puthis foot on thedoorstepof the
house of Dagon in Ashdod. 6 But the hand of the Lord was hard on the people of Ashdod
and he sent disease on them through all the country of Ashdod. 7 And when the men of
Ashdod saw how it was, they said, Let not the ark of the God of Israel be with us, for his
hand is hard on us and on Dagon our god. 8 So they sent for all the lords of the Philistines
to come together there, and said, What are we to do with the ark of the God of Israel? And
their answer was, Let the ark of the God of Israel be taken away to Gath. So they took the
ark of the God of Israel away. 9But after they had taken it away, the hand of the Lord was
stretched out against the town for its destruction: and the signs of disease came out on all
themen of the town, small and great. 10So they sent the ark of God to Ekron. Andwhen the
ark of God came to Ekron, the people of the town made an outcry, saying, They have sent
the ark of the God of Israel to us for the destruction of us and of our people. 11So they sent
and got together all the lords of the Philistines, and they said, Send away the ark of the God
of Israel, and let it go back to its place, so that it may not be the cause of death to us and to
our people: for there was a great fear of death through all the town; the hand of God was
very hard on them there. 12And thosemenwhowere not overtaken by deathwere cruelly
diseased: and the cry of the townwent up to heaven.

6
1Now the ark of the Lord was in the country of the Philistines for seven months. 2And

the Philistines sent for the priests and thosewhowerewise in secret arts, and said to them,
What are we to dowith the ark of the Lord? How are we to send it away to its place? 3And
they said, If you send away the ark of the God of Israel, do not send it without an offering,
but send him a sin-offering with it: then you will have peace again, and it will be clear to
you why the weight of his hand has not been lifted from you. 4 Then they said, What sin-
offering are we to send to him? And they said, Five gold images of the growths caused by
your disease and five gold mice, one for every lord of the Philistines: for the same disease
came on you and on your lords. 5 So make images of the growths caused by your disease
andof themicewhicharedamagingyour land; andgiveglory to theGodof Israel: itmaybe
that theweight of his handwill be lifted from you and fromyour gods and from your land.
6Why do youmake your hearts hard, like the hearts of Pharaoh and the Egyptians? When
he had made sport of them, did they not let the people go, and they went away? 7 So now,
take and make ready a new cart, and two cows which have never come under the yoke,
and have the cows yoked to the cart, and take their young ones away from them: 8And put
the ark of the Lord on the cart, and the gold imageswhich you are sending as a sin-offering
in a chest by its side; and send it away so that it may go. 9 If it goes by the land of Israel to
Beth-shemesh, then this great evil is his work; but if not, then we may be certain that the
evil was not his doing, but was the working of chance. 10 And the men did so; they took
two cows, yoking them to the cart and shutting up their young ones in their living-place:
11And they put the ark of the Lord on the cart and the chest with the gold images. 12And
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the cows took the straight way, by the road to Beth-shemesh; they went by the highway,
not turning to the right or to the left, and the sound of their voices was clear on the road;
and the lords of the Philistines went after them as far as the edge of Beth-shemesh. 13And
the people of Beth-shemesh were cutting their grain in the valley, and lifting up their eyes
they saw the ark and were full of joy when they saw it. 14And the cart came into the field
of Joshua the Beth-shemite, and came to a stop there by a great stone: and cutting up the
wood of the cart they made a burned offering of the cows to the Lord. 15Then the Levites
took down the ark of the Lord and the chest in which were the gold images, and put them
on the great stone: and themenofBeth-shemeshmadeburnedofferings andgaveworship
that day before the Lord. 16And the five lords of the Philistines, having seen it, went back
to Ekron the same day. 17Now these are the gold images which the Philistines sent as a
sin-offering to the Lord; one for Ashdod, one for Gaza, one for Ashkelon, one for Gath, one
for Ekron; 18And the gold mice, one for every town of the Philistines, the property of the
five lords, walled towns as well as country places: and the great stone where they put the
ark of the Lord is still in the field of Joshua the Beth-shemite to this day. 19But the Lord sent
destruction on seventy men of the people of Beth-shemesh for looking into the ark of the
Lord; and great was the sorrow of the people for the destruction which the Lord had sent
on them. 20 And the men of Beth-shemesh said, Who is able to keep his place before the
Lord, this holy God? and to whommay he go from us? 21And they sent men to the people
living in Kiriath-jearim, saying, The Philistines have sent back the ark of the Lord; come
and take it up to your country.

7
1So themenofKiriath-jearimcameand took thearkof theLord to thehouseofAbinadab

in Gibeah, and they made his son Eleazar holy and put the ark in his care. 2And the ark
was inKiriath-jearim for a long time, asmuchas twenty years: andall Israelwas searching
after the Lord with weeping. 3 Then Samuel said to all Israel, If with all your hearts you
would come back to the Lord, then put away all the strange gods and the Astartes from
among you, and let your hearts be turned to the Lord, and be servants to him only: and
he will make you safe from the hands of the Philistines. 4 So the children of Israel gave up
theworship of Baal and Astarte, and becameworshippers of the Lord only. 5Then Samuel
said, Let all Israel come to Mizpah and I will make prayer to the Lord for you. 6 So they
came together to Mizpah, and got water, draining it out before the Lord, and they took
no food that day, and they said, We have done evil against the Lord. And Samuel was
judge of the children of Israel in Mizpah. 7Now when the Philistines had news that the
children of Israel had come together atMizpah, the lords of the Philistineswent up against
Israel. And the children of Israel, hearing of it, were full of fear. 8And the children of Israel
said to Samuel, Go on crying to the Lord our God for us to make us safe from the hands
of the Philistines. 9And Samuel took a young lamb, offering all of it as a burned offering
to the Lord; and Samuel made prayers to the Lord for Israel and the Lord gave him an
answer. 10And while Samuel was offering the burned offering, the Philistines came near
for the attack on Israel; but at the thunder of the Lord's voice that day the Philistines were
overcome with fear, and they gave way before Israel. 11 And the men of Israel went out
fromMizpah and went after the Philistines, attacking them till they came under Beth-car.
12Then Samuel took a stone and put it up betweenMizpah and Jeshanah, naming it Eben-
ezer, and saying, Up tonowtheLordhasbeenourhelp. 13So thePhilistineswereovercome,
and did not come into the country of Israel again: and all the days of Samuel the hand of
the Lordwas against the Philistines. 14And the townswhich the Philistines had takenwere
given back to Israel, from Ekron to Gath, and all the country round them Israel made free
from the power of the Philistines. And there was peace between Israel and the Amorites.
15And Samuel was judge of Israel all the days of his life. 16 From year to year he went in
turn toBeth-el andGilgal andMizpah, judging Israel in all those places. 17Andhis basewas
at Ramah, where his housewas; there hewas judge of Israel and there hemade an altar to
the Lord.

8
1Nowwhen Samuel was old, hemade his sons judges over Israel. 2The name of his first

son was Joel and the name of his second Abijah: they were judges in Beer-sheba. 3 And
his sons did not go in his ways, but moved by the love of money took rewards, and were
not upright in judging. 4 Then all the responsible men of Israel got together and went to
Samuel at Ramah, 5And said to him, See now, you are old, and your sons do not go in your
ways: give us a king now to be our judge, so that we may be like the other nations. 6 But
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Samuelwas not pleasedwhen they said to him, Give us a king to be our judge. And Samuel
made prayer to the Lord. 7And the Lord said to Samuel, Give ear to the voice of the people
and what they say to you: they have not been turned away from you, but they have been
turned away fromme, not desiringme to be king over them. 8As they have done from the
first, from the day when I took them out of Egypt till this day, turning away from me and
worshipping other gods, so now they are acting in the same way to you. 9 Give ear now
to their voice: but make a serious protest to them, and give them a picture of the sort of
king who will be their ruler. 10And Samuel said all these words of the Lord to the people
who were desiring a king. 11And he said, This is the sort of king who will be your ruler:
he will take your sons and make them his servants, his horsemen, and drivers of his war-
carriages, and they will go running before his war-carriages; 12 And he will make them
captains of thousands and of fifties; some he will put to work ploughing and cutting his
grainandmakinghis instrumentsofwarandbuildinghiswar-carriages. 13Yourdaughters
he will take to be makers of perfumes and cooks and bread-makers. 14He will take your
fields and your vine-gardens and your olive-gardens, all the best of them, and give them
to his servants. 15He will take a tenth of your seed and of the fruit of your vines and give
it to his servants. 16Hewill take yourmen-servants and your servant-girls, and the best of
your oxen and your asses and put them to his work. 17He will take a tenth of your sheep:
and you will be his servants. 18 Then you will be crying out because of your king whom
you have taken for yourselves; but the Lord will not give you an answer in that day. 19But
the people gave no attention to the voice of Samuel; and they said, No, but we will have a
king over us, 20 So that we may be like the other nations, and so that our king may be our
judge and go out before us to war. 21Then Samuel, after hearing all the people had to say,
went and gave an account of it to the Lord. 22And the Lord said to Samuel, Give ear to their
voice and make a king for them. Then Samuel said to the men of Israel, Let every man go
back to his town.

9
1NowtherewasamanofBenjaminnamedKish, the sonofAbiel, the sonof Zeror, the son

of Becorath, the son of Aphiah, a Benjamite, aman ofwealth. 2He had a son named Saul, a
specially good-looking youngman; therewas no one better-looking among the children of
Israel: hewas taller by a head than any other of the people. 3Now the asses of Saul's father
Kish had gone wandering away. And Kish said to his son Saul, Take one of the servants
with you, and get up and go in search of the asses. 4 So they went through the hill-country
of Ephraim and through the land of Shalishah, but they saw no sign of them: then they
went through the land of Shaalim, but they were not there: and they went through the
land of the Benjamites, but they did not come across them. 5And when they had come to
the land of Zuph, Saul said to the servant who was with him, Come, let us go back, or my
father may give up caring about the asses and be troubled about us. 6But the servant said
tohim, Seenow, in this town there is amanofGod,who ishighlyhonoured, andeverything
he says comes true: let us go there now; it may be that he will give us directions about our
journey. 7Then Saul said to his servant, But if we go, what are we to take the man? all our
bread is gone, andwe have no offering to take to theman of God: what are we to do? 8But
the servant said in answer, I have here a fourth part of a shekel of silver: I will give that to
themanofGod, andhewill give us directions about ourway. 9 (In the past in Israel, when a
manwent to get directions fromGod, he said, Come let us go to the Seer, for hewho now is
named Prophet was in those days given the name of Seer.) 10Then Saul said to his servant,
You have said well; come, let us go. So they went to the town where the man of God was.
11And when they were on the way up to the town, they saw some young girls going out to
getwater and said to them, Is the seer here? 12And they said, He is; in fact he is before you:
go quickly now, for he has come into the town today, for the people aremaking an offering
in the high place today: 13When you come into the town you will see him straight away,
before he goes up to the high place for the feast: the people are waiting for his blessing
before starting the feast, and after that the guestswill take part in it. So go up now and you
will see him. 14 So they went up to the town, and when they came inside the town, Samuel
came face to facewith them on his way to the high place. 15Now the day before Saul came,
theword of God had come to Samuel, saying, 16Tomorrow about this time Iwill send you a
man from the land of Benjamin, and on him you are to put the holy oil, making him ruler
over my people Israel, and he will make my people safe from the hands of the Philistines:
for I have seen the sorrowofmypeople,whose cryhas comeup tome. 17AndwhenSamuel
saw Saul, the Lord said to him, This is the man of whom I gave you word! he it is who is to
have authority overmypeople. 18ThenSaul cameup to Samuel in thedoorwayof the town
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and said, Giveme directions, if youwill be so good, to the house of the seer. 19Then Samuel
said to Saul, I am the seer; go up before me to the high place and take food with me today:
and in themorning I will let you go, after opening to you all the secrets of your heart. 20As
for your asseswhichhavebeenwandering for threedays, giveno thought to them, for they
have come back. And for whom are all the desired things in Israel? are they not for you
and your father's family? 21And Saul said, Am I not a man of Benjamin, the smallest of all
the tribes of Israel? andmy family the least of the families of Benjamin? why then do you
say these words to me? 22Then Samuel took Saul and his servant into the guest room, and
made them take the chief place among all the guestswhowere there, about thirty persons.
23And Samuel said to the cook, Give me that part which I gave you orders to keep by you.
24And the cook took up the leg with the fat tail on it, and put it before Saul. And Samuel
said, This is the part which has been kept for you: take it as your part of the feast; because
it has been kept for you till the right time came and till the guestswere present. So that day
Saul took foodwith Samuel. 25Andwhen they had comedown from the high place into the
town, where a bed was made ready for Saul, he went to rest. 26And about dawn Samuel
said to Saul on the roof, Get up so that I may send you away. So Saul got up, and he and
Samuelwent out together. 27And on theirway down to the end of the town, Samuel said to
Saul, Give your servant orders to go on in front of us, (so he went on,) but you keep here,
so that I may give you the word of God.

10
1Then Samuel took the bottle of oil, and put the oil on his head and gave him a kiss and

said, Is not the Lord with the holy oil making you ruler over Israel, his people? and you
will have authority over the people of the Lord, and you will make them safe from the
hands of their attackers round about them, and this will be the sign for you: 2When you
have gone away fromme today, youwill see twomen by the resting-place of Rachel's body,
in the land of Benjamin at Zelzah; and they will say to you, The asses which you went in
search of have come back, and now your father, caring no longer for the asses, is troubled
about you, saying, What am I to do about my son? 3Then you are to go on from there, and
when you come to the oak-tree of Tabor, youwill see threemen going up to God to Beth-el,
one having with him three young goats and another three cakes of bread and another a
skin full of wine: 4They will say, Peace be with you, and will give you two cakes of bread,
which you are to take from them. 5 After that you will come to Gibeah, the hill of God,
where an armed force of the Philistines is stationed: and when you come to the town, you
will see a band of prophets coming down from the high place with instruments of music
before them; and they will be acting like prophets: 6And the spirit of the Lord will come
on you with power, and you will be acting like a prophet with them, and will be changed
into anotherman. 7Andwhen these signs come to you, see that you take the chancewhich
is offered you; for God is with you. 8 Then you are to go down before me to Gilgal, where
I will come to you, for the offering of burned offerings and peace-offerings: go on waiting
there for seven days till I come to you and make clear to you what you have to do. 9And
it came about, that when he went away from Samuel, God gave him a changed heart: and
all those signs took place that day. 10And when they came to Gibeah, a band of prophets
came face to face with him; and the spirit of God came on himwith power and he took his
place among them as a prophet. 11Nowwhen Saul's old friends saw him among the band
of prophets, the people said to one another,What has come to Saul, the son of Kish? Is even
Saul among the prophets? 12And one of the people of that place said in answer, And who
is their father? So it became a common saying, Is even Saul among the prophets? 13Then
going away from the prophets, he came to the house. 14And Saul's father's brother said to
himandhis servant,Wherehaveyoubeen? Andhesaid, Searching for theasses: andwhen
we saw no sign of them, we came to Samuel. 15Then he said, And what did Samuel say to
you? 16And Saul, answering him, said, He gave us word that the asses had come back. But
he said nothing to him of Samuel's words about the kingdom. 17Then Samuel sent for the
people to come together before the Lord atMizpah; 18And he said to the children of Israel,
The Lord, the God of Israel, has said, I took Israel out of Egypt, andmade you free from the
hands of the Egyptians and from all the kingdoms which kept you down: 19But today you
are turned away fromyourGod,whohimself has been your saviour fromall your troubles
and sorrows; and you have said to him, Put a king over us. So now, take your places before
the Lord by your tribes and by your thousands. 20 So Samuel made all the tribes of Israel
come near, and the tribe of Benjamin was taken. 21 Then he made the tribe of Benjamin
come near by families, and the family of the Matrites was taken: and from them, Saul, the
son of Kish, was taken: but when they went in search of him he was nowhere to be seen.
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22 So they put another question to the Lord, Is the man present here? And the answer of
the Lord was, He is keeping himself from view among the goods. 23 So they went quickly
andmade him come out; and when he took his place among the people, he was taller by a
head than any of the people. 24And Samuel said to all the people, Do you see themanof the
Lord's selection, how there is no other like him among all the people? And all the people
with loud cries said, Long life to the king! 25 Then Samuel gave the people the laws of the
kingdom,writing them in a bookwhich he put in a safe place before the Lord. And Samuel
sent all the people away, everyman to his house. 26And Saul went to Gibeah, to his house;
and with himwent the men of war whose hearts had been touched by God. 27But certain
good-for-nothing persons said, How is this man to be our saviour? And having no respect
for him, they gave him no offering.

11
1 Then about a month after this, Nahash the Ammonite came up and put his forces in

position for attacking Jabesh-gilead: and all the men of Jabesh said to Nahash, Make an
agreementwithus andwewill be your servants. 2AndNahash theAmmonite said to them,
Iwillmake an agreementwith you on this condition, that all your right eyes are put out; so
that I maymake it a cause of shame to all Israel. 3Then the responsiblemen of Jabesh said
to him, Give us seven days, so that we may send men to every part of Israel: and then, if
no one comes to our help, we will come out to you. 4 So they sent representatives to Saul's
townGibeah, and these gave the news to the people: and all the people gave themselves to
weeping. 5Now Saul came from the field, driving the oxen before him; and he said, Why
are the people weeping? And they gave him word of what the men of Jabesh had said.
6And at theirwords, the spirit of God came on Saulwith power, and he became very angry.
7And he took two oxen and, cutting them up, sent them through all the land of Israel by
the hand of runners, saying, If anyman does not come out after Saul and Samuel, this will
be done to his oxen. And the fear of the Lord came on the people and they came out like
oneman. 8Andhehad themnumbered inBezek: the childrenof Israelwere threehundred
thousand, and themenof Judah thirty thousand. 9Thenhe said to the representativeswho
had come, Say to themen of Jabesh-gilead, Tomorrow, by the time the sun is high, youwill
be made safe. And the representatives came and gave the news to the men of Jabesh; and
they were glad. 10 So the men of Jabesh said, Tomorrow we will come out to you, and you
may do to uswhatever seems good to you. 11Now on the day after, Saul put the people into
three bands, and in themorning watch they came to the tents of the Ammonites, and they
went on attacking them till the heat of the day: and those who were not put to death were
put to flight in every direction, so that no two of themwere together. 12And the people said
to Samuel,Whowas itwho said, Is Saul to be our king? give themenup, so thatwemayput
them to death. 13And Saul said, Not a man is to be put to death today: for today the Lord
hasmade Israel safe. 14Then Samuel said to the people, Come, let us go to Gilgal and there
make the kingdom strong in the hands of Saul. 15So all the peoplewent to Gilgal; and there
inGilgal theymade Saul king before the Lord; and peace-offeringswere offered before the
Lord; and there Saul and all the men of Israel were glad with great joy.

12
1And Samuel said to all Israel, You see that I have given ear to everything you said tome,

and have made a king over you. 2And now, see, the king is before you: and I am old and
grey-headed, andmy sons arewith you: I have been living before your eyes frommy early
days till now. 3Here I am: give witness against me before the Lord and before the man on
whom he has put the holy oil: whose ox or ass have I taken? to whom have I been untrue?
whohas been crusheddownbyme? fromwhose handhave I taken a price for the blinding
of my eyes? I will give it all back to you. 4And they said, You have never been untrue to us
or cruel to us; you have taken nothing from any man. 5 Then he said, The Lord is witness
against you, and theman onwhomhe has put the holy oil is witness this day that you have
seen no wrong in me. And they said, He is witness. 6And Samuel said to the people, The
Lord iswitness, who gave authority toMoses andAaron, andwho took your fathers up out
of the land of Egypt. 7Keep your places now, while I take up the argumentwith you before
the Lord, and give you the story of the righteousness of the Lord, which he hasmade clear
by his acts to you and to your fathers. 8When Jacob and his sons had come into Egypt, and
were crushed by the Egyptians, the prayers of your fathers came up to the Lord, and the
Lord sent Moses and Aaron, who took your fathers out of Egypt, and he put them into this
place. 9But they were false to the Lord their God, and he gave them up into the hands of
Sisera, captain of the army of Jabin, king of Hazor, and into the hands of the Philistines,
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and into the hands of the king of Moab, whomadewar against them. 10Then crying out to
the Lord, they said,We have done evil, because we have been turned away from the Lord,
worshipping the Baals and the Astartes: but now,make us safe from thosewho are against
us andwewill be your servants. 11So the Lord sent Jerubbaal andBarak and Jephthah and
Samuel and took you out of the power of those who were fighting against you on every
side, and made you safe. 12 And when you saw that Nahash, the king of the Ammonites,
was coming against you, you said tome, Nomore of this; wewill have a king for our ruler:
when the Lord your God was your king. 13Here, then, is the king marked out by you: the
Lord has put a king over you. 14 If in the fear of the Lord you are his servants, hearing his
voice andnot going against the orders of the Lord, but being true to the Lord yourGod, you
and the king ruling over you, then all will be well: 15But if you do not give ear to the voice
of the Lord, but go against his orders, then the hand of the Lord will be against you and
against your king for your destruction, as it was against your fathers. 16Now keep where
you are and see this great thing which the Lord will do before your eyes. 17 Is it not now
the time of the grain cutting? My cry will go up to the Lord and he will send thunder and
rain: so that you may see and be conscious of your great sin which you have done in the
eyes of the Lord in desiring a king for yourselves. 18 So Samuel made prayer to the Lord;
and the Lord sent thunder and rain that day: and all the people were in fear of the Lord
and of Samuel. 19And all the people said to Samuel, Make prayer for us to the Lord your
God so that death may not overtake us: for in addition to all our sins we have done this
evil, in desiring a king. 20 Then Samuel said to the people, Have no fear: truly you have
done evil, but do not be turned away from the Lord; be his servants with all your heart;
21And do not go from the right way turning to those false gods in which there is no profit
and no salvation, for they are false. 22 For the Lord will not give his people up, because of
the honour of his name; for it was the Lord's pleasure tomake of you a people for himself.
23And as for me, never will I go against the orders of the Lord by giving upmy prayers for
you: but I will go on teaching you the good and rightway. 24Only go in the fear of the Lord,
andbehis true servantswith all yourheart, keeping inmindwhat great things hehas done
for you. 25But if you still do evil, destruction will overtake you and your king.

13
1 *** 2 And Saul took for himself three thousand men of Israel, of whom he kept two

thousand with him in Michmash and in the mountain of Beth-el, and a thousand were
with Jonathan in Gibeah in the land of Benjamin: the rest of the people he sent back to
their tents. 3And Jonathanmade an attack on the armed force of the Philistines stationed
at Gibeah; and news was given to the Philistines that the Hebrews were turned against
them. And Saul had a horn sounded through all the land, 4 And all Israel had the news
that Saul had made an attack on the Philistines, and that Israel was bitterly hated by the
Philistines. And the people came together after Saul to Gilgal. 5And the Philistines came
together tomakewar on Israel, three thousandwar-carriages and six thousand horsemen
and an army of people like the sands of the sea in number: they came up and took up their
position in Michmash, to the east of Beth-aven. 6When the men of Israel saw the danger
they were in, (for the people were troubled,) they took cover in cracks in the hillsides and
in the woods and in rocks and holes and hollows. 7And a great number of the people had
gone over Jordan to the land of Gad and Gilead; but Saul was still in Gilgal, and all the
people went after him shaking in fear. 8And he went on waiting there for seven days, the
time fixed by Samuel: but Samuel did not come to Gilgal; and the people were starting
to go away from him. 9 Then Saul said, Come here and give me the burned offering and
the peace-offerings. And he made a burned offering to the Lord. 10And when the burned
offeringwas ended, Samuel came; and Saulwent out to see him and to give him a blessing.
11 And Samuel said, What have you done? And Saul said, Because I saw that the people
were going away fromme, and youhadnot comeat the timewhichhadbeenfixed, and the
Philistines had come together at Michmash; 12 I said, Now the Philistines will come down
on me at Gilgal, and I have made no prayer for help to the Lord: and so, forcing myself to
do it, I made a burned offering. 13And Samuel said to Saul, You have done a foolish thing:
you have not kept the rules which the Lord your God gave you; it was the purpose of the
Lord to make your authority over Israel safe for ever. 14But now, your authority will not
go on: the Lord, searching for amanwho is pleasing to him in everyway, has givenhim the
place of ruler over his people, because you have not done what the Lord gave you orders
to do. 15 Then Samuel went up from Gilgal and the rest of the people went up after Saul
against themen of war, and they came from Gilgal to Gibeah in the land of Benjamin: and
Saul took the number of the people who were with him, about six hundred men. 16And



1 Samuel 13:17 202 1 Samuel 14:25

Saul, with Jonathan his son and the people who were with them, was waiting in Geba in
the landofBenjamin: but the tents of thePhilistineswere inMichmash. 17And threebands
of men came out from the Philistines tomake an attack; one bandwent by the roadwhich
goes to Ophrah, into the land of Shual: 18And anotherwent in the direction of Beth-horon:
and another went by the hill looking down on the valley of Zeboiim, in the direction of the
waste land. 19Now there was no iron-worker in all the land of Israel: for the Philistines
said, For fear the Hebrewsmake themselves swords or spears: 20But all the Israelites had
to go to the Philistines to get their ploughs and blades and axes and hooks made sharp;
21For they had instruments for putting an edge on their ploughs and blades and forks and
axes, and for putting iron points on their ox-driving rods. 22 So on the day of the fight at
Michmash, not a sword or a spear was to be seen in the hands of any of the people with
Saul and Jonathan: only Saul and his son Jonathan had them. 23And the armed force of
the Philistines went out to the narrowway of Michmash.

14
1 Now one day Jonathan, the son of Saul, said to the young man who was with him,

looking after his arms, Come, let us go over to the Philistine force over there. But he said
nothing to his father. 2 And Saul was still waiting in the farthest part of Geba, under the
fruit-tree in Migron: there were about six hundred men with him; 3And Ahijah, the son
of Ahitub, brother of Ichabod, the son of Phinehas, the son of Eli, the priest of the Lord in
Shiloh, who had the ephod. And the people had no idea that Jonathan had gone. 4Now
between the narrow roads over the mountains by which Jonathan wasmaking his way to
the Philistines' forces, there was a sharp overhanging rock on one side, and a sharp rock
on the other side: one was named Bozez and the other Seneh. 5 The one rock went up on
the north in front ofMichmash and the other on the south in front of Geba. 6And Jonathan
said to his young servantwhohadhis arms, Come, let us go over to the armies of thesemen
who have no circumcision: it may be that the Lord will give us help, for there is no limit
to his power; the Lord is able to give salvation by a great army or by a small band. 7And
his servant said to him, Do whatever is in your mind: see, I amwith you in every impulse
of your heart. 8 Then Jonathan said, Now we will go over to these men and let them see
us. 9 If they say to us, Keep quiet where you are till we come to you; then we will keep
our places and not go up to them. 10 But if they say, Come up to us; then we will go up,
for the Lord has given them into our hands: and this will be the sign to us. 11And they let
the Philistine force see the two of them: and the Philistines said, Look! the Hebrews are
coming out of the holes where they have taken cover. 12And the armed men of the force
gave Jonathan andhis servant their answer, saying, Comeuphere to us, andwewill let you
see something. Then Jonathan said tohis servant, Comeupafterme: for theLordhas given
themup into the hands of Israel. 13And Jonathanwent up, grippingwith his hands and his
feet, his servant going up after him; and the Philistines gaveway before Jonathanwhen he
made an attack on them, and his servant put them to death after him. 14And at their first
attack, Jonathan and his servant put to the sword about twenty men, all inside the space
of half an acre of land. 15And there was great fear in the tents and in the field and among
all the men of the armed force, and the attackers were shaking with fear; even the earth
was moved with a great shaking and there was a fear as from God. 16And the watchmen
of Saul, looking out fromGeba in the land of Benjamin, saw all the army flowing away and
running here and there. 17Then Saul said to the people who were with him, Let everyone
be numbered and let us see who has gone from us. And when they had been numbered,
it was seen that Jonathan and his servant were not there. 18And Saul said to Ahijah, Let
the ephod come here. For he went before Israel with the ephod at that time. 19Nowwhile
Saul was talking to the priest, the noise in the tents of the Philistines became louder and
louder; and Saul said to the priest, Take back your hand. 20 And Saul and all the people
with him came together andwent forward to the fight: and everyman's swordwas turned
against themanat his side, and therewas a very great noise. 21Then theHebrewswhohad
beenwith the Philistines for some time, and had gone upwith them to their tents, turning
round were joined to those who were with Saul and Jonathan. 22And all the men of Israel
who had taken cover in the hill-country of Ephraim, hearing that the Philistines had been
put to flight, went after them, attacking them. 23 So the Lord made Israel safe that day:
and the fight went over to Beth-aven. 24And all the people were with Saul, about twenty
thousandmen, and the fight was general through all the hill-country of Ephraim; but Saul
made a great error that day, by putting the people under an oath, saying, Let that man be
cursed who takes food before evening comes and I have given punishment to those who
are against me. So the people had not a taste of food. 25And there was honey on the face
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of the field, and all the people came to the honey, the bees having gone from it; 26But not a
man put his hand to hismouth for fear of the curse. 27But Jonathan, having no knowledge
of the oath his father had put on the people, stretching out the rod which was in his hand,
put the end of it in the honey, and put it to his mouth; then his eyes were made bright.
28 Then one of the people said to him, Your father put the people under an oath, saying,
Let that man be cursed who takes any food this day. And the people were feeble, needing
food. 29 Then Jonathan said, My father has made trouble come on the land: now see how
brightmy eyes have become because I have taken a little of this honey. 30Howmuchmore
if the people had freely taken their food from the goods of thosewhowere fighting against
them! would there not have beenmuch greater destruction among the Philistines? 31That
day they overcame the Philistines fromMichmash to Aijalon: and the people were feeble
from need of food. 32And rushing at the goods taken in the fight, the people took oxen and
sheep and young oxen, and put them to death there on the earth, and had a meal, taking
the fleshwith the blood in it. 33Then it was said to Saul, See, the people are sinning against
the Lord, taking the bloodwith theflesh. Andhe said to thosewho gavehim thenews, Now
let a great stone be rolled tome here. 34And Saul said, Go about among the people and say
to them, Let every man come here to me with his ox and his sheep, and put them to death
here, and take hismeal: do no sin against the Lord by taking the bloodwith the flesh. So all
the people took their oxen with them that night and put them to death there. 35And Saul
put up an altar to the Lord: this was the first altar which he put up to the Lord. 36And Saul
said, Let us go downafter the Philistines bynight, attacking them till themorning, till there
is not aman of them living. And they said, Dowhatever seems right to you. Then the priest
said, Let us come near to God. 37And Saul, desiring directions from God, said, Am I to go
down after the Philistines? will you give themup into the hands of Israel? But he gave him
no answer that day. 38 And Saul said, Come near, all you chiefs of the people, and let us
get word fromGod and see in whom is this sin today. 39For, by the living Lord, the saviour
of Israel, even if the sinner is Jonathan, my son, death will certainly be his fate. But not a
man among all the people gave him any answer. 40Then he said to all Israel, You be on one
side, and I with Jonathanmy son will be on the other side. And the people said to Saul, Do
whatever seems good to you. 41Then Saul said to the Lord, the God of Israel,Whyhave you
not given me an answer today? If the sin is in me or in Jonathan my son, O Lord God of
Israel, give Urim, and if it is in your people Israel, give Thummim. And by the decision of
the Lord, Saul and Jonathan were marked out, and the people went free. 42And Saul said,
Give your decision between my son Jonathan and me. And Jonathan was taken. 43 Then
Saul said to Jonathan, Giveme an account of what you have done. And Jonathan gave him
the story and said, Certainly I took a little honey on the end of my rod; and now death is
to be my fate. 44And Saul said, May God's punishment be on me if death is not your fate,
Jonathan. 45And the people said to Saul, Is death to come to Jonathan, the worker of this
great salvation for Israel? Let it not be so: by the livingLord, not onehair ofhishead is tobe
touched, for he has beenworkingwith God today. So the people kept Jonathan fromdeath.
46 Then Saul, turning back, went after the Philistines no longer: and the Philistines went
back to their place. 47Now when Saul had taken his place as ruler of Israel, he made war
on thosewhowere against himon every side,Moab and theAmmonites andEdomand the
kings of Zobah and the Philistines: andwhicheverwayhewent, he overcame them. 48And
he did great things, and overcame the Amalekites, and made Israel safe from the hands
of their attackers. 49Now the sons of Saul were Jonathan and Ishvi and Malchi-shua; and
these are thenames of his daughters: the olderwasnamedMeraband the youngerMichal;
50The name of Saul's wifewas Ahinoam, the daughter of Ahimaaz; the captain of his army
was Abner, the son of Ner, brother of Saul's father. 51 Kish, the father of Saul, and Ner,
the father of Abner, were sons of Abiel. 52All through the life of Saul there was bitter war
against the Philistines; and whenever Saul saw any strongman or any good fighting man,
he kept him near himself.

15
1And Samuel said to Saul, The Lord sent me to put the holy oil on you and to make you

king over his people, over Israel: so give ear now to the words of the Lord. 2 The Lord of
armies says, I will give punishment to Amalek for what he did to Israel, fighting against
him on the way when Israel came out of Egypt. 3 Go now and put Amalek to the sword,
putting to the curse all they have, without mercy: put to death every man and woman,
every child and baby at the breast, every ox and sheep, camel and ass. 4And Saul sent for
the people and had them numbered in Telaim, two hundred thousand footmen and ten
thousand men of Judah. 5And Saul came to the town of Amalek, and took up his position
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in the valley secretly. 6 And Saul said to the Kenites, Go away, take yourselves out from
among the Amalekites, or destruction will overtake you with them: for you were kind to
the children of Israel when they came out of Egypt. So the Kenites went away from among
the Amalekites. 7 And Saul made an attack on the Amalekites from Havilah on the road
to Shur, which is before Egypt. 8He took Agag, king of the Amalekites, prisoner, and put
all the people to the sword without mercy. 9 But Saul and the people did not put Agag to
death, and they kept the best of the sheep and the oxen and the fat beasts and the lambs,
and whatever was good, not desiring to put them to the curse: but everything which was
badandof nouse theyput to the curse. 10Then theLord said to Samuel, 11 It is no longermy
pleasure for Saul to be king; for he is turned back fromgoing inmyways, and has not done
my orders. And Samuel was very sad, crying to the Lord in prayer all night. 12And early
in the morning he got up and went to Saul; and word was given to Samuel that Saul had
come to Carmel and put up a pillar, and had gone from there down toGilgal. 13And Samuel
came to Saul; and Saul said to him, May the blessing of the Lord be with you: I have done
what was ordered by the Lord. 14And Samuel said, What then is this sound of the crying
of sheep and the noise of oxenwhich comes tomy ears? 15And Saul said, They have taken
them from the Amalekites: for the people have kept the best of the sheep and of the oxen
as an offering to the Lord your God; all the rest we have given up to destruction. 16 Then
Samuel said to Saul, Say no more! Let me give you word of what the Lord has said to me
this night. And he said to him, Say on. 17And Samuel said, Though you may seem little to
yourself, are you not head of the tribes of Israel? for the Lord with the holy oil made you
king over Israel, 18And the Lord sent you on a journey and said, Go and put to the curse
those sinners, the Amalekites, fighting against them till every one is dead. 19Why then did
you not do the orders of the Lord, but by violently taking their goods did evil in the eyes of
the Lord? 20And Saul said, Truly, I have done the orders of the Lord andhave gone theway
the Lord sentme; I have takenAgag, the king of Amalek, and have given the Amalekites up
to destruction. 21But the people took some of their goods, sheep and oxen, the chief of the
things which were put to the curse, to make an offering of them to the Lord your God in
Gilgal. 22And Samuel said, Has the Lord asmuch delight in offerings and burned offerings
as in the doing of his orders? Truly, to do his pleasure is better than tomake offerings, and
to give ear to him than the fat of sheep. 23For to go against his orders is like the sin of those
whomake use of secret arts, and pride is like giving worship to images. Because you have
put away from you the word of the Lord, he has put you from your place as king. 24And
Saul said to Samuel, Great is my sin: for I have gone against the orders of the Lord and
against yourwords: because, fearing the people, I did what they said. 25So now, let my sin
have forgiveness, and go back with me to give worship to the Lord. 26And Samuel said to
Saul, Iwill not go backwith you: for youhave put away fromyou theword of the Lord, and
the Lord has put you from your place as king over Israel. 27Andwhen Samuelwas turning
round togoaway, Saul took the skirt ofhis robe inhishand, and theclothcameaway. 28And
Samuel said to him, The Lord has taken away the kingdom of Israel from you this day by
force, and has given it to a neighbour of yours who is better than you. 29And further, the
Glory of Israel will not say what is false, and his purpose may not be changed: for he is
not a man, whose purpose may be changed. 30Then he said, Great is my sin: but still, give
me honour now before the heads of my people and before Israel, and come back with me
so that I may give worship to the Lord your God. 31 So Samuel went back after Saul, and
Saul gaveworship to the Lord. 32Then Samuel said,MakeAgag, the king of theAmalekites,
come here to me. And Agag came to him shaking with fear. And Agag said, Truly the pain
of death is past. 33And Samuel said, As your sword has made womenwithout children, so
nowyourmotherwill bewithout childrenamongwomen. AndAgagwas cutupbySamuel,
bone from bone, before the Lord in Gilgal. 34Then Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went
up to his house in Gibeah, in the land of Saul. 35 And Samuel never saw Saul again till
the day of his death; but Samuel was sorrowing for Saul: and it was no longer the Lord's
pleasure for Saul to be king over Israel.

16
1And the Lord said to Samuel, How long will you go on sorrowing for Saul, seeing that

I have put him from his place as king over Israel? Take oil in your vessel and go; I will
send you to Jesse, the Beth-lehemite: for I have got a king formyself among his sons. 2And
Samuel said, How is it possible for me to go? If Saul gets news of it he will put me to death.
And the Lord said, Take a young cow with you and say, I have come to make an offering
to the Lord. 3And send for Jesse to be present at the offering, and I will make clear to you
what you are to do: and you are to put the holy oil on him whose name I give you. 4And



1 Samuel 16:5 205 1 Samuel 17:18

Samuel did as the Lord said and came to Beth-lehem. And the responsiblemen of the town
came out to him in fear and said, Do you come in peace? 5And he said, In peace: I have
come to make an offering to the Lord: make yourselves clean and come with me to make
the offering. And he made Jesse and his sons clean, and sent for them to be present at the
offering. 6Now when they came, looking at Eliab, he said, Clearly the man of the Lord's
selection is before him. 7But the Lord said to Samuel, Do not take note of his face or how
tall he is, because Iwill not havehim: for theLord's view isnotman's;man takesnote of the
outer form, but theLord sees theheart. 8Then Jesse sent forAbinadabandmadehimcome
before Samuel. And he said, The Lord has not taken this one. 9Then Jessemade Shammah
comebeforehim. Andhe said, TheLordhasnot taken this one. 10And Jessemadehis seven
sons come before Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, The Lord has not taken any of these.
11 Then Samuel said to Jesse, Are all your children here? And he said, There is still the
youngest, and he is looking after the sheep. And Samuel said to Jesse, Send andmake him
come here: for we will not take our seats till he is here. 12 So he sent and made him come
in. Now he had red hair and beautiful eyes and pleasing looks. And the Lord said, Come,
put the oil on him, for this is he. 13Then Samuel took the bottle of oil, and put the oil on him
there among his brothers: and from that day the spirit of the Lord came on David with
power. So Samuel went back to Ramah. 14Now the spirit of the Lord had gone from Saul,
and an evil spirit from the Lord was troubling him. 15And Saul's servants said to him, See
now, an evil spirit from God is troubling you. 16Now give orders to your servants who are
here before you to go in search of a man who is an expert player on a corded instrument:
and it will be that when the evil spirit from God is on you, he will make music for you on
his instrument, and you will get well. 17And Saul said to his servants, Then get me a man
who is an expert player, andmake him come to me. 18Then one of the servants in answer
said, I have seen a son of Jesse, the Beth-lehemite, who is expert at playing, and a strong
man and a man of war; and he is wise in his words, and pleasing in looks, and the Lord is
with him. 19So Saul sent his servants to Jesse and said, Sendmeyour sonDavidwho iswith
the sheep. 20And Jesse took five cakes of bread and a skin of wine and a young goat and
sent them to Saul by David. 21AndDavid came to Saul, waiting before him: and he became
very dear to Saul, who made him his servant, giving him the care of his arms. 22And Saul
sent to Jesse saying, Let David be with me, for he is pleasing to me. 23And whenever the
evil spirit from God came on Saul, David took his instrument andmademusic: so new life
came to Saul, and he got well, and the evil spirit went away from him.

17
1Now the Philistines got their armies together forwar, and came together at Socoh in the

land of Judah, and took up their position between Socoh and Azekah in Ephes-dammim.
2And Saul and the men of Israel came together and took up their position in the valley of
Elah, and put their forces in order against the Philistines. 3The Philistines were stationed
on the mountain on one side and Israel on the mountain on the other side: and there was
a valley between them. 4And a fighter came out from the tents of the Philistines, named
Goliath of Gath; he wasmore than six cubits tall. 5And he had a head-dress of brass on his
head, and hewas dressed in a coat ofmetal, theweight ofwhichwas five thousand shekels
of brass. 6His legswere coveredwith plates of brass and hanging on his backwas a javelin
of brass. 7The stemof his spearwas as long as a cloth-worker's rod, and its headwasmade
of six hundred shekels' weight of iron: and one went before himwith his body-cover. 8He
tookuphis position and in a loud voice said to the armies of Israel,Whyhave you comeout
tomakewar? AmInot aPhilistine andyou servants of Saul? Sendout aman for yourselves
and let him comedown tome. 9 If he is able to have a fightwithme and overcomeme, then
we will be your servants: but if I am able to overcome him, then you will be our servants
and do work for us. 10And the Philistine said, I have put to shame the armies of Israel this
day; giveme aman so thatwemay have a fight together. 11And Saul and all Israel, hearing
those words of the Philistine, were troubled and full of fear. 12Now David was the son of
that Ephrathite of Beth-lehem-judah named Jesse, who had eight sons; and he was an old
man in Saul's day, and far on in years. 13And the three oldest sons of Jesse had gone with
Saul to the fight: the names of the three who went to the fight were Eliab, the oldest, and
Abinadab the second, and Shammah the third. 14 And David was the youngest: and the
three oldest were with Saul's army. 15Now David went to and from Saul, looking after his
father's sheep at Beth-lehem. 16And the Philistine came near every morning and evening
for forty days. 17And Jesse said to his son David, Take now for your brothers an ephah of
this dry grain and these ten cakes of bread, and go quickly with them to the tents to your
brothers; 18And take these ten cheeses to the captain of their thousand, and see how your
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brothers are and come back with a sign to say how they are. 19Now Saul, and they, and all
the men of Israel were in the valley of Elah, fighting with the Philistines. 20And David got
up early in themorning, and, giving the sheep into the care of a keeper, took the things and
went as Jesse had said; and he came to the lines where the carts were, when the armywas
going out to the fight giving their war-cry. 21And Israel and the Philistines had put their
forces in position, army against army. 22And David gave his parcels into the hands of the
keeper of the army stores, and went running to the army and came to his brothers to get
knowledge about them. 23And while he was talking to them, the fighter, the Philistine of
Gath, Goliath by name, came out from the Philistines' lines and said the same words, in
David's hearing. 24And all themen of Israel, when they saw him, went in flight, overcome
with fear. 25 And the men of Israel said, Have you seen this man? Clearly he has come
out to put shame on Israel: and it is certain that if any man overcomes him, the king will
give that man great wealth, and will give him his daughter, and make his father's family
free in Israel. 26And David said to the men near him, What will be done to the man who
overcomes this Philistine and takes away the shame from Israel? forwho is this Philistine,
amanwithout circumcision, that he has put shame on the armies of the living God? 27And
the people gave him this answer, So it will be done to themanwho overcomes him. 28And
Eliab, his oldest brother, hearing what David said to themen, wasmoved to wrath against
David, and said,Why have you come here? Intowhose care have you given that little flock
of sheep in the waste land? I have knowledge of your pride and the evil of your heart, you
have come down to see the fight. 29AndDavid said,What have I done now? was it not only
a word? 30And turning away from him to one of the other men, he said the same words:
and the people gave him the same answer. 31And, hearingwhat David said, they gave Saul
word of it: andhe sent for him. 32AndDavid said to Saul, Let noman's heart become feeble
because of him; I, your servant, will go out and have a fightwith this Philistine. 33And Saul
said to David, You are not able to go out against this Philistine and have a fight with him:
for you are only a boy, and he has been a man of war from his earliest days. 34And David
said to Saul, Your servant has been keeper of his father's sheep; and if a lion or a bear came
and took a lamb from the flock, 35 I went out after him, and overcame him, and took it out
of his mouth: and if, turning on me, he came at me, I took him by the hair and overcame
him and put him to death. 36Your servant has overcome lion and bear: and the fate of this
Philistine, who iswithout circumcision, will be like theirs, seeing that he has put shame on
the armies of the living God. 37And David said, The Lord, who kept me safe from the grip
of the lion and the bear, will bemy saviour from the hands of this Philistine. And Saul said
to David, Go! and may the Lord be with you. 38 Then Saul gave David his clothing of war,
and put a head-dress of brass on his head and had him clothedwith a coat ofmetal. 39And
David took Saul's sword and put the band round him over the metal coat, and was unable
to go forward; for he was not used to them. Then David said to Saul, It is not possible for
me to go out with these, for I am not used to them. So David took them off. 40 Then he
took his stick in his hand, and got five smooth stones from the bed of the stream and put
them in a bag such as is used by sheep-keepers; and in his hand was a leather band used
for sending stones: and so he went in the direction of the Philistine. 41And the Philistine
camenearer toDavid; and themanwhohadhis body-coverwent before him. 42Andwhen
the Philistine, taking note, sawDavid, he had a poor opinion of him: for hewas only a boy,
red-haired and good-looking. 43And the Philistine said to David, Am I a dog, that you come
out to me with sticks? And the Philistine put curses on David by all his gods. 44 And the
Philistine said to David, Come here to me, and I will give your flesh to the birds of the air
and thebeasts of thefield. 45ThenDavid said to thePhilistine, You come tomewitha sword
and a spear and a javelin: but I come to you in the name of the Lord of armies, the God of
the armies of Israel onwhichyouhaveput shame. 46This day theLordwill give youup into
my hands, and I will overcome you, and take your head off you; and I will give the bodies
of the Philistine army to the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth today, so that all the
earth may see that Israel has a God; 47 And all these people who are here today may see
that the Lord does not give salvation by sword and spear: for the fight is the Lord's, and he
will give you up into our hands. 48Nowwhen the Philistinemade amove and camenear to
David, David quicklywent at a run in the direction of the army,meeting the Philistine face
to face. 49AndDavidputhishand inhis bagand tookout a stoneand sent it fromhis leather
band straight at the Philistine, and the stone went deep into his brow, and he went down
to the earth, falling on his face. 50 So David overcame the Philistine with his leather band
and a stone, wounding the Philistine and causing his death: but David had no sword in his
hand. 51 So running up to the Philistine and putting his foot on him, David took his sword
out of its cover, and put him to death, cutting off his headwith it. Andwhen the Philistines
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saw that their fighter was dead, they went in flight. 52And the men of Israel and of Judah
got up, and gave a cry, and went after the Philistines as far as Gath and the town doors of
Ekron. And the wounded of the Philistines were falling down by the road from Shaaraim
all theway toGath andEkron. 53Then the childrenof Israel cameback fromgoing after the
Philistines, and took their goods from the tents. 54AndDavid took theheadof the Philistine
to Jerusalem, but the metal war-dress and the arms he put in his tent. 55And when Saul
sawDavid going out against the Philistine, he said to Abner, the captain of the army, Abner,
whose son is this young man? And Abner said, On your life, O king, I have no idea. 56And
the king said, Make search and see whose son this young man is. 57And when David was
coming back after the destruction of the Philistine, Abner took him to Saul, with the head
of the Philistine in his hand. 58And Saul said to him, Youngman, whose son are you? And
David in answer said, I am the son of your servant Jesse of Beth-lehem.

18
1Now after David's talk with Saul was ended, the soul of Jonathan was joined with the

soul of David, and David became as dear to him as his very life. 2And that day Saul took
David and would not let him go back to his father's house. 3 Then Jonathan and David
made an agreement together, because of Jonathan's love for David. 4 And Jonathan took
off the robe he had on and gave it to David, with all his military dress, even to his sword
and his bow and the band round his body. 5 And David went wherever Saul sent him,
and did wisely: and Saul put him at the head of his men of war, and this was pleasing
to all the people as well as to Saul's servants. 6Now on their way, when David came back
after the destruction of the Philistine, the women came out of all the towns of Israel, with
songs anddances,meetingDavidwithmelody and joy and instruments ofmusic. 7And the
women, answering one another in their song, said, Saul has put to deathhis thousands and
David his tens of thousands. 8And Saul was very angry and this saying was unpleasing to
him; and he said, They have given David credit for tens of thousands, and to me for only
thousands: what more is there for him but the kingdom? 9 And from that day Saul was
looking with envy on David. 10Now on the day after, an evil spirit from God came on Saul
with great force and hewas acting like a prophet among themen of his house, while David
wasmakingmusic for him, as he did day by day: and Saul had his spear in his hand. 11And
Saul, balancing the spear inhis hand, said, Iwill giveDavid ablow, pinninghim to thewall.
And David got away from him twice. 12And Saul went in fear of David, because the Lord
was with David and had gone away from Saul. 13 So Saul sent him away, and made him a
captain over a thousand; and he went about his business before the people. 14And in all
his undertakings David didwisely; and the Lordwaswith him. 15Andwhen Saul saw how
wisely he did, he was in fear of him. 16But David was loved by all Israel and Judah, for he
went out and came in before them. 17And Saul said to David, Here is my oldest daughter
Merab, whom I will give you for your wife: only be strong for me, fighting in the Lord's
wars. For Saul said, Let it not be through me that his fate comes to him, but through the
Philistines. 18And David said to Saul, Who am I, and what is my father's family in Israel,
that I am to be son-in-law to the king? 19 But when the time came to give Merab, Saul's
daughter, to David, she was given to Adriel of Meholath. 20 And Saul's daughter Michal
was in love with David: and Saul had word of it and was pleased. 21And Saul said, I will
give her to him, so that she may be a cause of danger to him, and so that the hands of the
Philistines may be against him. So Saul said to David, Today you are to becomemy son-in-
law for the second time. 22And Saul gave his servants orders saying, Have talk with David
secretly and say to him, See how the king has delight in you, and how you are loved by
all his servants: then be the king's son-in-law. 23And Saul's servants said these things to
David. And David said, Does it seem to you a small thing to be the king's son-in-law, seeing
that I am a poor man, of no great name? 24And the servants of Saul gave him an account
of what David had said. 25And Saul said, Then say to David, The king has no desire for any
bride-price, but only for the private parts of a hundred Philistines so that the kingmay get
the better of his haters. But it was in Saul's mind that David might come to his end by the
hands of the Philistines. 26And when his servants said these words to David, he was well
pleased to be the son-in-law of the king. And the days were still not past. 27 So David and
his men got up and went, and put to death two hundred of the Philistines; and David took
their private parts and gave the full number of them to the king, so that he might be the
king's son-in-law. And Saul gave him his daughter Michal for his wife. 28And it was clear
to Saul that the Lord was with David; and he was loved by all Israel. 29And Saul's fear of
David became all the greater, and he went on hating him, day by day. 30Then the rulers of
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the Philistines went out to war: and whenever they went out, David did more wisely than
all the other servants of Saul, so that his name became greatly honoured.

19
1And Saul gave orders to his son Jonathan and to all his servants to put David to death.

But Saul's son Jonathan had great delight in David. 2And Jonathan said to David, Saul, my
father, is purposing your death: so now, take care in the morning, and keep yourself safe
in a secret place: 3And I will go out and take my place bymy father's side in the field near
where you are; and Iwill get into talkwithmy father about you, andwhen I see how things
are, I will give youword. 4And Jonathan gave his father Saul a good account of David, and
said to him, Let not the king do wrong against his servant, against David; because he has
done you no wrong, and all his acts have had a good outcome for you: 5For he put his life
in danger and overcame the Philistine, and the Lord gave all Israel salvation: you saw it
andwere glad: why then are you sinning against himwhohas donenowrong, desiring the
death of David without cause? 6And Saul gave ear to the voice of Jonathan, and said with
an oath, By the living Lord, he is not to be put to death. 7Then Jonathan sent for David and
gave him word of all these things. And Jonathan took David to Saul, who kept him by his
side as in the past. 8And there was war again: and David went out fighting the Philistines,
causing great destruction among them; and they went in flight before him. 9And an evil
spirit from the Lord came on Saul, when he was seated in his house with his spear in his
hand; and Davidmademusic for him. 10And Saul would have sent his spear through him,
pinning him to the wall, but he got away and the spear went into the wall: and that night
David went in flight and got away. 11 Then in that night Saul sent men to David's house
to keep watch on him so as to put him to death in the morning: and David's wife Michal
said to him, If you do not go away to a safe place tonight you will be put to death in the
morning. 12 So Michal let David down through the window, and he went in flight and got
away. 13Then Michal took the image and put it in the bed, with a cushion of goat's hair at
its head, and she put clothing over it. 14And when Saul sent men to take David, she said,
He is ill. 15And Saul sent hismen to see David, saying, Do not come backwithout him, take
him in his bed, so that Imay put him to death. 16Andwhen themen came in, therewas the
image in the bed, with the cushion of goat's hair at its head 17And Saul said toMichal, why
have you been false tome, lettingmy hater go and get safely away? And in answerMichal
said to Saul, He said to me, Let me go, or I will put you to death. 18 So David went in flight
and got away and came to Ramah, to Samuel, and gave himan account of all Saul had done
to him. And he and Samuel went andwere living in Naioth. 19Andwordwas given to Saul
that David was at Naioth in Ramah. 20 And Saul sent men to take David; and when they
saw the band of prophets at work, with Samuel in his place at their head, the spirit of God
came on Saul's men, and they became like prophets. 21And Saul, having news of this, sent
othermen,who in the samewaybecame likeprophets. Anda third timeSaul sentmen, and
they like the others became like prophets. 22Then he himself went to Ramah, and came to
the greatwater-spring in Secu; and questioning the people he said,Where are Samuel and
David? And one said, They are at Naioth in Ramah. 23Andhewent on from there toNaioth
in Ramah: and the spirit of God came on him, and he went on, acting like a prophet, till
he came to Naioth in Ramah. 24And he took off his clothing, acting like a prophet before
Samuel, and falling down he was stretched out, without his clothing, all that day and all
that night. This is the reason for the saying, Is even Saul among the prophets?

20
1And David went in flight from Naioth in Ramah and came to Jonathan and said, What

have I done? What is my crime and my sin against your father that he is attempting to
takemy life? 2And he said to him, Far be the thought: youwill not be put to death: see, my
father does nothing, great or small, without givingmeword of it: would he keep this secret
from me? It is not so. 3But David took his oath again and said, Your father sees that I am
dear to you; so he says to himself, Let Jonathan have no idea of this, for it will be a grief to
him; but as the Lord is living, and as your soul is living, there is only a step betweenmeand
death. 4 Then Jonathan said to David, Whatever your desire is, I will do it for you. 5And
David said to Jonathan, Tomorrow is the newmoon, and I will not be seated with the king
at his table: but let me go to a safe place in the country till the evening. 6And if your father
takes note of the fact that I am away, say, David made a request to me for himself that he
might go to Beth-lehem, to his town: for it is the time when his family make their offering
year by year. 7 If he says, It is well, your servant will be at peace: but if he is angry, then it
will be clear to you that he has an evil purpose in mind against me. 8 So, then, be kind to
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your servant; foryouhavebeenunitedwithyour servant inanagreementmadebefore the
Lord: but if there is any wrongdoing inme, put me to death yourself; why takeme to your
father? 9And Jonathan said, Do not have such a thought: for if I saw that my father was
designing evil against you, would I not give youword of it? 10ThenDavid said to Jonathan,
Who will give me word if your father gives you a rough answer? 11And Jonathan said to
David, Come, let us go out into the country. And the two of themwent out together into the
open country. 12And Jonathan said to David, May the Lord, the God of Israel, be witness;
when I have had a chance of talking to my father, about this time tomorrow, if his feelings
to David are good, will I not send and give you the news? 13May the Lord's punishment
be on Jonathan, if it is my father's pleasure to do you evil and I do not give you word of it
and send you away so that you may go in peace: and may the Lord be with you, as he has
been with my father. 14And may you, while I am still living, O may you be kind to me, as
the Lord is kind, and keep me from death! 15And let not your mercy ever be cut off from
my family, evenwhen the Lord has sent destruction on all David's haters, cutting them off
from the face of the earth. 16And if it comes about that the nameof Jonathan is cut off from
the family of David, the Lord will make David responsible. 17And Jonathan again took an
oath to David, because of his love for him: for David was as dear to him as his very soul.
18Then Jonathan said to him, Tomorrow is the newmoon: and it will be seen that you are
not present, for therewill be no one in your seat. 19And on the third day it will be specially
noted, and you will go to the place where you took cover when the other business was in
hand, waiting by the hill over there. 20And on the third day I will send arrows from my
bow against its side as if at a mark. 21And I will send my boy to have a look for the arrow.
And if I say to him, See, the arrow is on this side of you; take it up! then you may come;
for there is peace for you and no evil, by the living Lord. 22But if I say to the boy, See, the
arrow has gone past you: then go on your way, for the Lord has sent you away. 23As for
what you and I were talking of, the Lord is between you andme for ever. 24 So David went
to a secret place in the country: and when the newmoon came, the king took his place at
the feast. 25And the king took his seat, as at other times, by the wall: and Jonathan was in
front, andAbnerwas seated by Saul's side, but therewas no one inDavid's seat. 26But Saul
saidnothing that day, for his thoughtwas, Somethinghas takenplacemakinghimunclean;
it is clear that he is not clean. 27And on the day after the newmoon, that is, the second day,
therewas still no one in David's seat: and Saul said to his son Jonathan,Why has the son of
Jesse not come to the feast yesterday or today? 28And answering Saul, Jonathan said, He
made a request to me that he might go to Beth-lehem, 29 Saying, Our family is making an
offering in the town, and my brothers have given me orders to be there: so now, if I have
grace in your eyes, let me go away and see my brothers. This is why he has not come to
the king's table. 30 Then Saul was moved to wrath against Jonathan, and he said to him,
You son of an evil and uncontrolledwoman, have I not seen how you have given your love
to the son of Jesse, to your shame and the shame of your mother? 31 For while the son of
Jesse is living on the earth, your position is unsafe and your kingdom is in danger. Somake
him come here to me, for it is certainly right for him to be put to death. 32And Jonathan,
answering his father Saul, said to him, Why is he to be put to death? What has he done?
33And Saul, pointing his spear at him, made an attempt to give him a wound: fromwhich
it was clear to Jonathan that his father's purpose was to put David to death. 34So Jonathan
got up from the table, burning with wrath, and took no part in the feast the second day of
the month, being full of grief for David because his father had put shame on him. 35Now
in the morning, Jonathan went out into the fields at the time he had said to David, and he
had a little boy with him. 36And he said to the boy, Go and get the arrow I let loose from
my bow. And while the boy was running, he sent an arrow past him. 37And when the boy
came to the place where the arrowwas, Jonathan, crying out after the boy, said, Has it not
gone past you? 38 And Jonathan went on crying out after the boy, Be quick, do not keep
waiting about, go quickly. And Jonathan's boy got the arrow and came back to his master.
39But the boy had no idea what was going on; only Jonathan and David had knowledge of
it. 40And Jonathan gave his bow and arrows to the boy, and said to him, Take these and go
back to the town. 41And when the boy had gone, David came from his secret place by the
hill, and falling to the earthwent down on his face three times: and they gave one another
a kiss, weeping together, till David's grief was the greater. 42And Jonathan said to David,
Go in peace, for we two have taken an oath, in the name of the Lord, saying, The Lord will
be between me and you, and between my seed and your seed for ever. Then David went
away, and Jonathan went into the town.
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21
1 Then David came to Nob, to Ahimelech the priest: and Ahimelech was full of fear at

meeting David, and said to him,Why are you by yourself, having nomanwith you? 2And
David said to Ahimelech the priest, The king has given me orders and has said to me, Say
nothing to anyone about the business on which I am sending you and the orders I have
given you: and a certain place has been fixed to which the young men are to go. 3 So now,
if you have here five cakes of bread, give them intomy hand, or whatever you have. 4And
the priest, answering David, said, I have no common bread here but there is holy bread;
if only the young men have kept themselves from women. 5And David in answer said to
the priest, Certainly women have been kept from us; and as has been done before when I
have gone out the arms of the young men were made holy, even though it was a common
journey; howmuchmore today will their arms be made holy. 6 So the priest gave him the
holy bread: therewas no other, only the holy breadwhich had been taken frombefore the
Lord, so thatnewbreadmightbeput in itsplaceon thedaywhen itwas takenaway. 7Nowa
certainman of the servants of Saulwas there that day, kept back before the Lord; his name
wasDoeg, anEdomite, the strongest of Saul's runners. 8AndDavid said toAhimelech,Have
you no sword or spear with you here? for I have comewithout my sword and other arms,
because the king's business had to be done quickly. 9 And the priest said, The sword of
Goliath the Philistine, whom you put to death in the valley of Elah, is here folded in a cloth
at the back of the ephod: take that, if youwill, for there is no other sword here. And David
said, there is no other sword like that; give it to me. 10 Then David got up and went in
flight that day for fear of Saul, and went to Achish, the king of Gath. 11And the servants of
Achish said to him, Is not this David, the king of the land? did they not make songs about
him in their dances, saying, Saul has put to death thousands, andDavid tens of thousands?
12AndDavid took thesewords to heart, fearing Achish, the king of Gath. 13So changing his
behaviour before them, hemade it seemas if hewas offhis head, hammering on the doors
of the town, and letting the water from hismouth go down his chin. 14Then Achish said to
his servants, Look! theman is clearly off his head; why have you let him come beforeme?
15Are there not enough unbalancedmen aboutme, that you have let this person come and
do such tricks before me? is such aman to come into my house?

22
1 So David went away from there and took cover in a strong place at Adullam; and his

brothers and all his father's people, hearing of it, went down to him there. 2And everyone
who was in trouble, and everyone who was in debt, and everyone who was bitter in soul,
came together to him, and he became captain over them: about four hundred men were
joined to him. 3 And from there David went to Mizpeh in the land of Moab: and he said
to the king of Moab, Let my father andmother come andmake their living-place with you
till it is clear to me what God will do for me. 4And he took them to the king of Moab and
theywent on livingwith himwhile Davidwas in his safe place. 5And the prophet Gad said
to David, Do not go on living in this place but go into the land of Judah. Then David went
away and came to the woodland of Hereth. 6And news was given to Saul that David had
been seen, and the men who were with him: now Saul was in Gibeah, seated under the
tree in the high place, with his spear in his hand, and all his servants were in their places
before him. 7Then Saul said to his servants who were there about him, Give ear now, you
Benjamites; will the son of Jesse give to every one of you fields and vine-gardens, will he
make you all captains of hundreds and captains of thousands; 8That all of you havemade
designs against me, and not one of you gave me word when my son made an agreement
with the son of Jesse, and not one of you has pity for me or has made my eyes open to the
fact thatmy servant has beenmoved bymy son againstme, as at this day? 9ThenDoeg, the
Edomite, whowas by the side of the servants of Saul, in answer said, I saw the son of Jesse
coming to Nob, to Ahimelech, the son of Ahitub. 10And he got directions from the Lord for
him, and gave him food, and put in his hand the sword of Goliath the Philistine. 11 Then
the king sent for Ahimelech the priest, the son of Ahitub, and for all themen of his father's
family who were priests in Nob: and they all came to the king. 12And Saul said, Give ear
now, O son of Ahitub. And answering he said, Here I am, my lord. 13And Saul said to him,
Why have youmade designs againstmewith the son of Jesse, giving him food and a sword
and getting directions from the Lord for him, and helping him to take up arms againstme,
and tobeon thewatch tomakea secret attackonmeashe is doingnow? 14ThenAhimelech
answering said to the king, Who among all your servants is so true to you as David, who
is the king's son-in-law, and is a captain of your armed men, and has a place of honour
in your house? 15 Is this the first time I have got directions from God for him? Far be the
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thought! let the kingmake no such statement against his servant ormy father's family, for
your servant has no knowledge, great or small, of this thing. 16And the king said, You will
certainly be put to death, Ahimelech, you and all your father's family. 17Then the king said
to the runners who were waiting near him, Put the priests of the Lord to death; because
they are onDavid's side, and having knowledge of his flight, did not givemeword of it. But
the king's servants would not put out their hands to make an attack on the Lord's priests.
18 Then the king said to Doeg, You are to put the priests to death. And Doeg the Edomite,
turning on the priests and attacking them, put to death that day eighty-fivemenwho took
up the ephod. 19 And Nob, the town of the priests, he put to the sword, all the men and
women, children and babies at the breast, and oxen and asses and sheep. 20And Abiathar,
one of the sons of Ahimelech, the son of Ahitub, got away and went in flight after David;
21And gave him the news of howSaul had put to death the Lord's priests. 22AndDavid said
to Abiathar, I was certain that day, when Doeg the Edomite was there, that he would take
the news to Saul: I am responsible for the lives of all your father's family. 23Keepherewith
me and have no fear; for he who has designs onmy life has designs on yours: but withme
youwill be safe.

23
1 And they sent word to David, saying, The Philistines are fighting against Keilah and

taking the grain from thegrain-floors. 2SoDavid, questioning theLord, said, AmI to goand
make an attack on these Philistines? And the Lord said to David, Go andmake an attack on
the Philistines so that Keilahmay be kept from falling into their hands. 3And David's men
said to him, Even here in Judahwe are full of fear: howmuchmore then if we go to Keilah
against the armies of the Philistines? 4Then David put the question to the Lord again, and
the Lord answering said, Up! go down to Keilah; for I will give the Philistines into your
hands. 5 So David and his men went to Keilah, and had a fight with the Philistines, and
took away their cattle, and put them to the swordwith great destruction. So Davidwas the
saviour of the people of Keilah. 6Nowwhen Abiathar, the son of Ahimelech, went in flight
to David, he camedown toKeilahwith the ephod in his hand. 7Andnewswas given to Saul
that David had come to Keilah. And Saul said, Now God has given him into my hands; for
by going into awalled townwith locked doors, he has let himself be shut in. 8And Saul sent
for all the people to come to the fight, and go down to Keilah to make an attack on David
and hismen. 9And it was clear to David that Saul had evil designs against him, and he said
to Abiathar the priest, Come here with the ephod. 10 Then David said, O Lord, the God of
Israel, news has been given to your servant that it is Saul's purpose to come to Keilah and
send destruction on the town because ofme. 11And now, is it true, as they have said tome,
that Saul is coming? O Lord, the God of Israel, give ear to your servant, and say if these
things are so. And the Lord said, He is coming down. 12 Then David said, Will the men of
Keilah give me and my men up to Saul? and the Lord said, They will give you up. 13 Then
David and hismen, about six hundred of them,went out of Keilah, and got awaywherever
they were able to go. And Saul, hearing that David had got away from Keilah, did not go
there. 14And David kept in the waste land, in safe places, waiting in the hill-country in the
waste land of Ziph. And Saulwas searching for him every day, but God did not give himup
into his hands. 15And David was full of fear, in the knowledge that Saul had come out to
take his life; andDavidwas in thewaste land of Ziph, inHoresh. 16And Saul's son Jonathan
went to David in Horesh, and made his hands strong in God; 17And said to him, Have no
fear, for Saulmy father will not get you into his power; and youwill be king of Israel, and I
will be by your side, and my father Saul is certain of this. 18And the two of themmade an
agreement before the Lord: and David went on living in Horesh, and Jonathan went back
tohis house. 19Then theZiphites cameup toGibeah to see Saul, and said, Is notDavid living
secretly among us in the strong places in Horesh, in the hill of Hachilah to the south of the
waste land? 20Sonow,Oking, haveyour soul's desire and comedown, andwe, for ourpart,
will give him up into the king's hands. 21And Saul said, The Lord's blessing will be yours,
for youhavehadpity onme. 22Gonow, and takemore steps, and seewhere he is living: for
they say that he is expert in deceit. 23 So take care to get knowledge of all the secret places
where he is taking cover, and be certain to come back to me, and I will go with you: and
without doubt, if he is anywhere in the land, I will get him, among all the families of Judah.
24And they went back and came to Ziph before Saul: but David and his men were in the
waste land of Maon, in the dry land south of the waste land. 25And Saul and his menwent
in search of him. And David hadword of it, so he came down to the rock in the waste land
of Maon. And Saul, hearing of this, went after David into the waste land of Maon. 26And
Saul and his men went on one side of the mountain, and David and his men went on the
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other: andDavid's purposewas to get away as quickly as possible, for fear of Saul; for Saul
and his men were making a circle round David and his men in order to take them. 27But
a man came to Saul saying, Be quick and come; for the Philistines havemade an attack on
the land. 28 So turning back from going after David, Saul went against the Philistines: so
that place was named Sela-hammah-lekoth. 29 And from there, David went up and took
cover in the safe place of En-gedi.

24
1NowwhenSaul cameback fromfighting thePhilistines, newswas givenhim thatDavid

was in the waste land of En-gedi. 2 Then Saul took three thousand of the best men out of
all Israel, and went in search of David and his men on the rocks of the mountain goats.
3 And on the way he came to a place where sheep were kept, where there was a hollow
in the rock; and Saul went in for a private purpose. Now David and his men were in the
deepest part of the hollow. 4And David's men said to him, Now is the time when the Lord
says to you, I will give up your hater into your hands to dowith himwhatever seems good
to you. Then David, getting up, took the skirt of Saul's robe in his hand, cutting off the end
of it without his knowledge. 5And later, David was full of regret for cutting off Saul's skirt.
6And David said to his men, Before the Lord, never let it be said that my hand was lifted
up against my lord, the man of the Lord's selection, for the Lord's holy oil has been put on
him. 7 So with these words David kept his servants back, and did not let them make an
attack on Saul. And Saul got up and went on his way. 8And after that David came out of
the hollow rock, and crying after Saul said, My lord the king. And when Saul gave a look
back, David went down on his face and gave him honour. 9And David said to Saul, Why
do you give any attention to those who say that it is my desire to do you wrong? 10 Look!
you have seen today how the Lord gave you up into my hands even now in the hollow of
the rocks: and somewould have hadme put you to death, but I had pity on you: for I said,
Never will my hand be lifted up against my lord, who has been marked with the holy oil.
11And see, my father, see the skirt of your robe in my hand: for the fact that I took off the
skirt of your robe and did not put you to death is witness that I have no evil purpose, and I
have done you no wrong, though you are waiting for my life to take it. 12May the Lord be
judge betweenme and you, andmay the Lord givememy rights against you, butmy hand
will never be lifted up against you. 13There is an old saying, From the evil-doer comes evil:
but my handwill never be lifted up against you. 14After whomhas the king of Israel come
out? forwhomare you searching? for a dead dog, an insect. 15So let the Lord be judge, and
give a decision between me and you, and see and give support to my cause, and keep me
from falling into your hands. 16Now when David had said these words to Saul, Saul said,
Is this your voice, David, my son? And Saul was overcomewith weeping. 17And he said to
David, You are right and I am wrong: for you have given me back good, but I have given
you evil. 18And you havemade clear tome how good you have been tome today: because,
when the Lord gaveme up into your hands, you did not putme to death. 19 If aman comes
across his hater, will he let him get away safe? so may you be rewarded by the Lord for
what you have done for me today. 20And now I am certain that you will be king, and that
the kingdomof Israelwill bemade strong under your authority. 21So giveme your oath by
the Lord, that you will not put an end to my seed after me or let my name be cut off from
my father's family. 22And David gave Saul his oath. And Saul went back to his house; but
David and his menwent up to their safe place.

25
1And death came to Samuel; and all Israel came together, weeping for him, and put his

body in its resting-place in his house at Ramah. Then David went down to the waste land
of Maon. 2Now there was a man in Maon whose business was in Carmel; he was a great
man and had three thousand sheep and a thousand goats: and he was cutting the wool of
his sheep in Carmel. 3Now this man was named Nabal, and his wife's name was Abigail:
she was a woman of good sense and pleasing looks: but the man was cruel and evil in his
ways; he was of the family of Caleb. 4 And David had word in the waste land that Nabal
was cutting the wool of his sheep. 5And David sent ten young men, and said to them, Go
up to Carmel and go to Nabal, and say kind words to him inmy name; 6And say this to my
brother, May all be well for you: peace be to you and your house and all you have. 7 I have
had word that you have wool-cutters: now the keepers of your sheep have been with us,
andwe have done themno evil, and taken nothing of theirswhile theywere in Carmel. 8 If
your young men are questioned they will say the same thing. So now, let my young men
have grace in your eyes, forweare comeat a good time; please give anything youmayhave
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by you to your servants and to your son David. 9Andwhen David's youngmen came, they
said all this to Nabal, in David's name, and said nothingmore. 10And Nabal gave them his
answer and said,Who is David? who is the son of Jesse? there are a number of servants in
these days running away from their masters. 11Am I to take my bread and my wine and
the meat I have got ready for my wool-cutters and give it to men coming from I have no
idea where? 12 So David's young men, turning away, went back and gave him an account
of everything he had said. 13And David said to his men, Put on your swords, every one of
you. And every man put on his sword; and David did the same; and about four hundred
men went up with David, and two hundred kept watch over their goods. 14But one of the
young men said to Nabal's wife Abigail, David sent men from the waste land to say kind
words to our master, and he gave them a rough answer. 15But these men have been very
good tous; theydidusnowrongandnothingof ourswas touchedwhilewewerewith them
in the fields: 16But day and night theywere like awall round uswhile wewerewith them,
looking after the sheep. 17 So now, give thought to what you are going to do; for evil is in
store for ourmaster and all his house: for he is such a good-for-nothing person that it is not
possible to say anything to him. 18 Then Abigail quickly took two hundred cakes of bread
and two skins full of wine and five sheep ready for cooking and fivemeasures of dry grain
and a hundred parcels of dry grapes and two hundred cakes of figs, and put themon asses.
19And she said to her young men, Go on in front of me and I will come after you. But she
said nothing to her husband Nabal. 20Now while she was going down under cover of the
mountain on her ass, David and his men came down against her, and suddenly she came
face to face with them. 21Now David had said, What was the use of my taking care of this
man's goods in thewaste land, so that therewas no loss of anythingwhichwas his? he has
only givenme back evil for good. 22May God's punishment be on David, if whenmorning
comes there is somuchasonemaleofhispeople still living. 23AndwhenAbigail sawDavid,
she quickly got off her ass, falling down on her face before him. 24And falling at his feet
she said, May thewrong be onme, my lord, onme: let your servant say aword to you, and
give ear to the words of your servant. 25Let my lord give no attention to Nabal, that good-
for-nothing: for as his name is, so is he, a man without sense: but I, your servant, did not
see the young men whommy lord sent. 26 So now, my lord, by the living God and by your
living soul, seeing that the Lord has kept you from the crime of blood and from taking into
your hands the punishment for your wrongs, may all your haters, and those who would
do evil to my lord, be like Nabal. 27And let this offering, which your servant gives to my
lord, be given to the youngmen who are with my lord. 28Andmay the sin of your servant
have forgiveness: for the Lord will certainly make your family strong, because my lord is
fighting in the Lord's war; and no evil will be seen in you all your days. 29And though a
man has taken up arms against you, putting your life in danger, still the soul of my lord
will be kept safe among the band of the living with the Lord your God; and the souls of
those who are against you he will send violently away from him, like stones from a bag.
30Andwhen the Lord has done for my lord all those good things which he has said he will
do for you, and has made you a ruler over Israel; 31Then you will have no cause for grief,
and my lord's heart will not be troubled because you have taken life without cause and
have yourself given punishment for your wrongs: and when the Lord has been good to
you, then give a thought to your servant. 32And David said to Abigail, May the Lord, the
God of Israel, be praised, who sent you to me today: 33A blessing on your good sense and
on you, who have kept me today from the crime of blood and from taking into my hands
the punishment for my wrongs. 34 For truly, by the living Lord, the God of Israel, who has
keptme fromdoing you evil, if you hadnot been so quick in coming tome andmeetingme,
by dawn there would not have been in Nabal's house so much as one male living. 35Then
David took fromher hands her offering: andhe said to her, Go back to your house in peace;
see, I have given ear to your voice, and taken your offering with respect. 36 And Abigail
went back toNabal; and hewas feasting in his house like a king; andNabal's heartwas full
of joy, for he had taken much wine; so she said nothing to him till dawn came. 37And in
themorning, when the effect of thewinewas gone, Nabal's wife gave him an account of all
these things, and all the heart went out of him, and he became like stone. 38And about ten
days after, the Lord sent disease on Nabal and death came to him. 39And David, hearing
that Nabal was dead, said, May the Lord be praised, who has taken up my cause against
Nabal for the shamewhich he put onme, and has kept back his servant from evil, and has
sent onNabal's head the reward of his evil-doing. AndDavid sentword to Abigail, desiring
to take her as his wife. 40And when David's servants came to Carmel, to Abigail, they said
to her, David has sent us to you to take you to him as his wife. 41And she got up, and going
down on her face to the earth, said, See, I am ready to be a servant-girl, washing the feet of
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the servants ofmy lord. 42ThenAbigail got up quickly andwent on her ass, with five of her
young women, after the men whom David had sent; and she became David's wife. 43And
David had taken Ahinoam of Jezreel, to be his wife; these two were his wives. 44Now Saul
had given his daughter Michal, David's wife, to Palti the son of Laish of Gallim.

26
1And the Ziphites came to Saul at Gibeah, and said, Is not Davidwaiting secretly near us

in the hill of Hachilah, before the waste land? 2Then Saul went down to the waste land of
Ziph, taking with him three thousand of the best men of Israel, to make search for David
in the waste land of Ziph. 3And Saul put up his tents on the hill of Hachilah, which is in
front of the waste land on the road. But David was in the waste land, and he saw that Saul
was coming after him. 4 And so David sent out watchers, and got word from them that
Saul was certainly coming. 5 And David got up and came to the place where Saul's tents
were: and David had a view of the place where Saul was sleeping with Abner, the son of
Ner, the captain of his army: and Saul was sleeping inside the ring of carts, and the tents of
the people were all round him. 6Then David said to Ahimelech the Hittite, and to Abishai,
the son of Zeruiah, brother of Joab, Who will go down with me to the tents of Saul? And
Abishai said, I will go down with you. 7 So David and Abishai came down to the army by
night: and Saul was sleeping inside the ring of carts with his spear planted in the earth
by his head: and Abner and the people were sleeping round him. 8 Then Abishai said to
David, God has given up your hater into your hands today; now let me give him one blow
through to the earth with his spear, and there will be no need to give him a second. 9And
David said to Abishai Do not put him to death; for who, without sin, may put out his hand
against the man on whom the Lord has put the holy oil? 10And David said, By the living
Lord, the Lord will send destruction on him; the natural day of his death will come, or he
will go into the fight and come to his end. 11Never will my hand be stretched out against
the man marked with the holy oil; but take the spear which is by his head and the vessel
of water, and let us go. 12So David took the spear and the vessel of water from Saul's head;
and they got away without any man seeing them, or being conscious of their coming, or
awaking; for theywere all sleeping because a deep sleep from the Lord had come on them.
13 Then David went over to the other side, and took his place on the top of a mountain
some distance away, with a great space between them; 14And crying out to the people and
to Abner, the son of Ner, David said, Have you no answer to give, Abner? Then Abner said,
Who is that crying out to the king? 15And David said to Abner, Are you not a man of war?
is there any other like you in Israel? why then have you not kept watch over your lord the
king? for one of the people came in to put the king your lord to death. 16What you have
done is not good. By the living Lord, death is the right fate for you, because you have not
keptwatch over your lord, themanonwhom the Lordhas put the holy oil. Now see,where
is the king's spear, and the vessel of water which was by his head? 17And Saul, conscious
that the voice was David's, said, Is that your voice, David, my son? And David said, It is
my voice, Omy lord king. 18And he said, Why does my lord go armed against his servant?
what have I done? or what evil is there in me? 19 Let my lord the king give ear now to
the words of his servant. If it is the Lord who is moving you against me, let him take an
offering: but if it is the children of men, may they be cursed before the Lord, for driving
me out today and keepingme frommy place in the heritage of the Lord, saying, Go, be the
servant of other gods. 20Then do not let my blood be drained out on the earth away from
the face of the Lord: for the king of Israel has come out to takemy life, like one going after
birds in the mountains. 21Then Saul said, I have done wrong: come back to me, David my
son: I will do you nomorewrong, becausemy life was dear to you today truly, I have been
foolish and my error is very great. 22 Then David said, Here is the king's spear! let one of
the young men come over and get it. 23 And the Lord will give to every man the reward
of his righteousness and his faith: because the Lord gave you into my hands today, and I
would not put outmyhand against themanwhohas beenmarkedwith the holy oil. 24And
so, as your lifewas dear tome today,maymy life be dear to the Lord, andmay hemakeme
free from all my troubles. 25Then Saul said to David, May a blessing be on you, David, my
son; you will do great things and without doubt you will overcome. Then David went on
his way, and Saul went back to his place.

27
1AndDavid said tohimself, Somedaydeathwill come tomeby thehandof Saul: the only

thing forme to do is to get away into the land of the Philistines; then Saul will give up hope
of taking me in any part of the land of Israel: and so I may be able to get away from him.
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2 So David and the six hundred men who were with him went over to Achish, the son of
Maoch, king of Gath. 3And David and his menwere living with Achish at Gath; everyman
had his family with him, and David had his two wives, Ahinoam of Jezreel, and Abigail of
Carmel, who had been the wife of Nabal. 4And Saul, hearing that David had gone to Gath,
went after him no longer. 5Then David said to Achish, If now I have grace in your eyes, let
me have a place in one of the smaller towns of your land, to bemy living-place; for it is not
right for your servant to be living with you in the king's town. 6 So Achish straight away
gave him Ziklag: and for that reason Ziklag has been the property of the kings of Judah to
this day. 7 And David was living in the land of the Philistines for the space of a year and
four months. 8And David and his men went up and made attacks on the Geshurites and
theGirzites and theAmalekites; for thesewere thepeoplewhowere living in the land from
Telamon theway to Shur, as far as Egypt. 9AndDavid again and againmade attacks on the
land till not a man or a woman was still living; and he took away the sheep and the oxen
and the asses and the camels and the clothing; and he came back to Achish. 10And every
time Achish said, Where have you been fighting today? David said, Against the South of
Judah and the South of the Jerahmeelites and the South of the Kenites. 11Not one living
man orwoman did David ever take backwith him to Gath, fearing that theymight give an
account of what had taken place, and say, This is what David did, and so has he been doing
all the timewhile he has been living in the land of the Philistines. 12And Achish had belief
in what David said, saying, He has made himself hated by all his people Israel, and so he
will be my servant for ever.

28
1Now in those days the Philistines got their forces together to make war on Israel. And

Achish said to David, Certainly you and your men are to go out with me to the fight. 2And
David said toAchish, Youwill see nowwhat your servantwill do. AndAchish said toDavid,
Then I will make you keeper of my head for ever. 3Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel,
after weeping for him, had put his body in its last resting-place in Ramah, his town. And
Saul had put away from the land all those who had control of spirits andwhomade use of
secret arts. 4And the Philistines came together and put their forces in position in Shunem;
and Saul got all Israel together and they took up their positions in Gilboa. 5Andwhen Saul
saw the Philistine army he was troubled, and his heart was moved with fear. 6And when
Saul went for directions to the Lord, the Lord gave him no answer, by a dream or by the
Urimor by the prophets. 7Then Saul said to his servants, Getme awomanwhohas control
of a spirit so that I may go to her and get directions. And his servants said to him, There is
such awomanat En-dor. 8So Saul, putting on other clothing, so that hemight not be seen to
be theking, took twomenwithhimandwent to thewomanbynight; andhe said,Now,with
the help of the spirit which you have, make the person whose name I will give you come
up. 9And the woman said to him, But you have knowledge of what Saul has done, how he
has put away out of the land those who have control of spirits and the users of secret arts:
why would you, by a trick, put me in danger of death? 10And Saul made an oath to her by
the Lord, saying, By the living Lord, no punishment will come to you for this. 11 Then the
woman said, Who am I to let you see? And he said, Make Samuel come up for me. 12And
the woman saw that it was Saul, and she gave a loud cry, and said to Saul, Why have you
made use of deceit? for you are Saul. 13And the king said to her, Have no fear: what do you
see? And the woman said to Saul, I see a god coming up out of the earth. 14And he said to
her, What is his form? And she said, It is an old man coming up covered with a robe. And
Saul saw that it was Samuel, andwith his face bent down to the earth he gave him honour.
15And Samuel said to Saul, Why have youmademe come up, troublingmy rest? And Saul
in answer said, I am in great danger; for thePhilistines aremakingwar onme, andGodhas
gone away fromme andwill no longer giveme any answer, by the prophets or by dreams:
so I have sent for you tomake clear tomewhat I am to do. 16And Samuel said,Why do you
put your questions to me, seeing that God has gone away from you and is on the side of
himwho is against you? 17And the Lord himself has done what I said: the Lord has taken
the kingdomout of your hand and given it to your neighbourDavid; 18Because you did not
do what the Lord said, and did not give effect to his burning wrath against Amalek. So the
Lord has done this thing to you today. 19And more than this, the Lord will give Israel up
with you into the hands of the Philistines: and tomorrow you and your sons will be with
me: and the Lord will give up the army of Israel into the hands of the Philistines. 20 Then
Saulwent downflat on the earth, andwas full of fear because of Samuel'swords: and there
was no strength in him, for he had taken no food all that day or all that night. 21And the
woman came to Saul and saw that he was in great trouble, and said to him, See now, your
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servant has given ear to your words, and I have put my life in danger by doing what you
said. 22So now, give ear to the voice of your servant, and let me give you a little bread; and
take some food to give you strengthwhen you go on yourway. 23But hewould not, saying,
I have no desire for food. But his servants, together with the woman, made him take food,
and he gave way to them. So he got up from the earth, and took his seat on the bed. 24And
thewomanhad in thehouse a young cow,made fat for food; and sheput it to death straight
away; and she took meal and got it mixed and made unleavened bread; 25And she put it
before Saul and his servants, and they had a meal. Then they got up and went away the
same night.

29
1Now the Philistines got all their army together at Aphek: and the Israelites put their

forces in position by the fountain in Jezreel. 2And the lords of the Philistines went onwith
theirhundredsand their thousands, andDavidandhismencameafterwithAchish. 3Then
the rulers of the Philistines said, What are these Hebrews doing here? And Achish said to
the rulers of the Philistines, Is this not David, the servant of Saul the king of Israel, who
has beenwithme for a year or two, and I have never seen anywrong in him from the time
when he came to me till now? 4But the rulers of the Philistines were angry with him, and
said to him,Make theman go back to the place you have given him; do not let him go down
with us to the fight, or hemay be turned against us and be false to us: for howwill thisman
make peace with his lord? will it not be with the heads of these men? 5 Is this not David,
who was named in their songs, when in the dance they said to one another, Saul has put
to death thousands, and David tens of thousands? 6 Then Achish sent for David and said
to him, By the living Lord, you are upright, and everything you have done with me in the
army has been pleasing to me: I have seen no evil in you from the day when you came to
me till now: but still, the lords are not pleasedwith you. 7So now go back, and go in peace,
so that you do not make the lords of the Philistines angry. 8And David said to Achish, But
what have I done? what have you seen in your servant while I have beenwith you till this
day, that Imay not go and take up arms against thosewho are nowmakingwar onmy lord
the king? 9And Achish in answer said, It is true that inmy eyes you are good, like an angel
of God: but still, the rulers of the Philistines have said, He is not to go upwith us to thefight.
10 So get up early in the morning, with the servants of your lord who are with you, and go
to the place I have given you, and have no evil design in your heart, for you are good inmy
eyes; but when there is light enough in the morning, go away. 11 So David and his men got
up early in the morning to go back to the land of the Philistines. And the Philistines went
up to Jezreel.

30
1NowwhenDavid andhismen came to Ziklag on the thirdday, theAmalekites hadmade

an attack on the South and on Ziklag, and had overcome Ziklag and put it on fire; 2 And
had made the women and all who were there, small and great, prisoners: they had not
put any of them to death, but had taken them all away. 3 And when David and his men
came to the town, they saw that it had been burned down, and their wives and their sons
and daughters had beenmade prisoners. 4Then David and the peoplewhowerewith him
gave themselvesup toweeping till theywereable to goonweepingno longer. 5AndDavid's
two wives, Ahinoam of Jezreel and Abigail, the wife of Nabal of Carmel, had been made
prisoners. 6And David was greatly troubled; for the people were talking of stoning him,
because their hearts were bitter, everyman sorrowing for his sons and his daughters: but
David made himself strong in the Lord his God. 7 And David said to Abiathar the priest,
the son of Ahimelech, Come here to me with the ephod. And Abiathar took the ephod to
David. 8 Then David, questioning the Lord, said, Am I to go after this band? will I be able
to overtake them? And in answer he said, Go after them, for you will certainly overtake
them, and get back everything. 9 So David went, and his six hundred men went with him,
and they came to the streamBesor. 10AndDavid,with fourhundredmen,went on: but two
hundred of them were overcome with weariness, and not able to go across the stream.
11 And in the fields they saw an Egyptian whom they took to David, and they gave him
bread, and he had ameal, and they gave himwater for drink; 12And they gave him part of
a cake of figs and some dry grapes; and after the food, his spirit came back to him, for he
had had no food or drink for three days and nights. 13And David said to him, Whose man
are you and where do you come from? And he said, I am a young man of Egypt, servant
to an Amalekite; andmymaster went onwithoutme because three days back I became ill.
14Wemade an attack on the south part of the country of the Cherethites, and on the land
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which is Judah's, and on the south of Caleb; and we put Ziklag on fire. 15And David said to
him, Will you take me down to this band? And he said, If you give me your oath that you
will not put me to death or give me up to my master, I will take you to them. 16And when
he had taken himdown, they saw themall, seated about on all sides, feasting and drinking
among all themass of goods which they had taken from the land of the Philistines and the
land of Judah. 17And Davidwent on fighting them from evening till the evening of the day
after; and not one of them got away but only four hundred young men who went in flight
on camels. 18AndDavid got back everything theAmalekites had taken; and he got back his
two wives. 19There was no loss of anything, small or great, sons or daughters or goods or
anything which they had taken away: David got it all back. 20And they took all the flocks
and herds, and driving them in front of him, said, These are David's. 21And David came to
the two hundredmen, who because ofweariness had not gonewith him, butwerewaiting
at the streamBesor: and theywent out, meeting David and the peoplewhowerewith him;
and when they came near them, they said, How are you? 22 Then the bad and good-for-
nothing men among those who went with David said, Because they did not go with us, we
will give them nothing of the goods which we have got back, but only to every man his
wife and children, so that he may take them and go. 23Then David said, You are not to do
this, my brothers, after what the Lord has given us, who has kept us safe and given up the
band which came against us into our hands. 24Who is going to give any attention to you
in this question? for an equal part will be given to him who went to the fight and to him
who was waiting by the goods: they are all to have the same. 25And so he made it a rule
and an order for Israel from that day till now. 26And when David came to Ziklag, he sent
some of the goods to the responsible men of Judah, and to his friends, saying, Here is an
offering for you from the goods of those who were fighting against the Lord; 27He sent to
thosewhowere inBeth-el, and inRamahof the South, and in Jattir; 28And to those inArara
and Eshtemoa 29and Carmel and in the towns of the Jerahmeelites, and in the towns of the
Kenites; 30And to those who were in Hormah and in Bor-ashan and in Athach; 31And in
Hebron, and to all the places where David and his men had been living.

31
1Now the Philistines were fighting against Israel: and the men of Israel went in flight

before the Philistines, falling down wounded in Mount Gilboa. 2 And the Philistines
overtookSaul andhis sons; and theyput todeath JonathanandAbinadabandMalchi-shua,
the sons of Saul. 3And the fightwas going badly for Saul, and the archers came across him,
andhewaswoundedby the archers. 4Then Saul said to the servantwhohad the care of his
arms, Take out your sword and put it throughme, before thesemenwithout circumcision
come and make sport of me. But his servant, full of fear, would not do so. Then Saul took
out his sword, and falling on it, put an end to himself. 5Andwhenhis servant saw that Saul
was dead, he did the same, andwas unitedwith him in death. 6So death overtook Saul and
his three sons and his servant on the same day. 7And when the men of Israel across the
valley andon the other side of Jordan saw that the armyof Israelwas inflight and that Saul
andhis sonswere dead, they cameout of their towns andwent in flight; and the Philistines
came and took them for themselves. 8Now on the day after, when the Philistines came to
take their goods fromthedead, they sawSaul andhis three sonsdeadon theearth inMount
Gilboa. 9And cutting off his head and taking away his war-dress, they sent word into the
land of the Philistines round about, to take the news to their gods and to the people. 10His
war-dress they put in thehouse ofAstarte; andhis bodywasfixedon thewall of Beth-shan.
11Andwhen the people of Jabesh-gilead had news ofwhat the Philistines had done to Saul,
12All the fighting men got up and, travelling all night, took Saul's body and the bodies of
his sons from the wall of Beth-shan; and they came to Jabesh and had them burned there.
13And their bones theyput in the earthunder a tree in Jabesh; and for sevendays they took
no food.
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The Second Book of Samuel
1Nowafter the death of Saul, whenDavid, having come back from the destruction of the

Amalekites, had been in Ziklag for two days; 2On the third day a man came from Saul's
tents, with his clothing out of order and earth on his head: andwhen he came to David, he
went down on the earth and gave him honour. 3And David said to him, Where have you
come from? And he said, I have come in flight from the tents of Israel. 4And David said
to him, How did things go? Give me the news. And in answer he said, The people have
gone in flight from the fight, and a great number of them are dead; and Saul and his son
Jonathan are dead. 5And David said to the young man who gave him the news, Why are
you certain that Saul and his son Jonathan are dead? 6 And the young man said, I came
by chance to Mount Gilboa, and I saw Saul supporting himself on his spear; and the war-
carriages and horsemen overtook him. 7And looking back, he saw me and gave a cry to
me. And answering him I said, Here am I. 8And he said to me, Who are you? And I said, I
am an Amalekite. 9Then he said to me, Come here to my side, and put me to death, for the
pain of death has me in its grip but my life is still strong in me. 10 So I put my foot on him
and gave himhis death-blow, because Iwas certain that hewould not go on living after his
fall: and I took the crown from his head and the band from his arm, and I have them here
for my lord. 11Then David gave way to bitter grief, and so did all the men who were with
him: 12 And till evening they gave themselves to sorrow and weeping, and took no food,
weeping for Saul and for Jonathan, his son, and for the people of the Lord and for themen
of Israel; because they had come to their end by the sword. 13And David said to the young
manwho had given him the news, Where do you come from? And he said, I am the son of
a man from a strange land; I am an Amalekite. 14And David said to him, Had you no fear
of stretching out your hand to put to death the onemarkedwith the holy oil? 15And David
sent for one of his youngmen and said, Go near and put an end to him. And he put him to
death. 16AndDavid said tohim,Mayyourbloodbeonyourhead; for yourmouthhas given
witness against you, saying, I have put to death the manmarked with the holy oil. 17Then
Davidmade this song of grief for Saul and Jonathan, his son: 18 (It is recorded in the book of
Jashar for teaching to the sons of Judah) and he said: 19The glory, O Israel, is dead on your
high places! How have the great ones been made low! 20Give no news of it in Gath, let it
not be said in the streets of Ashkelon; or the daughters of the Philistines will be glad, the
daughters ofmenwithout circumcisionwill be uplifted in joy. 21Omountains of Gilboa, let
there be no dew or rain on you, you fields of death: for there the arms of the strong have
been shamed, the arms of Saul, as if he had not beenmarkedwith the holy oil. 22From the
blood of the dead, from the fat of the strong, the bow of Jonathanwas not turned back, the
sword of Saul did not come back unused. 23 Saul and Jonathan were loved and pleasing;
in their lives and in their death theywere not parted; theywentmore quickly than eagles,
theywere stronger than lions. 24Odaughters of Israel, have sorrow for Saul, bywhomyou
were delicately clothed in robes of red, with ornaments of gold on your dresses. 25How
have the great ones been made low in the fight! Jonathan is dead on your high places. 26 I
am full of grief for you,mybrother Jonathan: very dear have youbeen tome: your love for
mewas a wonder, greater than the love of women. 27How have the great ones beenmade
low, and the arms of war broken!

2
1Now after this, David, questioning the Lord, said, Am I to go up into any of the towns of

Judah? And the Lord said to him, Go up. And David said, Where am I to go? And he said,
To Hebron. 2 So David went there, taking with him his twowives, Ahinoam of Jezreel, and
Abigail, the wife of Nabal of Carmel. 3 And David took all his men with him, every man
with his family: and they were living in the towns round Hebron. 4And the men of Judah
came there, and with the holy oil made David king over the people of Judah. And word
came to David that it was the men of Jabesh-gilead who put Saul's body in its last resting-
place. 5 And David sent to the men of Jabesh-gilead and said to them, May the Lord give
you his blessing, because you have done this kind act to Saul your lord, and have put his
body to rest! 6May the Lord be good and true to you: and I myself will see that your kind
act is rewarded, because you have done this thing. 7 Then let your hands be strong, and
have no fear: though Saul your lord is dead, the people of Judah havemademe their king.
8Now Abner, the son of Ner, captain of Saul's army, had taken Saul's son Ish-bosheth over
to Mahanaim, 9 And made him king over Gilead and the Asherites and over Jezreel and
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Ephraim and Benjamin, that is, over all Israel. 10 (Saul's son Ish-bosheth was forty years
old when he became king over Israel, and he was ruler for two years.) But Judah was on
the side of David. 11And the timewhenDavidwas king inHebron over the people of Judah
wassevenyearsandsixmonths. 12AndAbner, the sonofNer,with theservantsofSaul's son
Ish-bosheth, went out fromMahanaim to Gibeon. 13And Joab, the son of Zeruiah, and the
servants ofDavid,wentout andcame face to facewith themby thepool ofGibeon; and they
took up their position, facing one another on opposite sides of the pool. 14And Abner said
to Joab, Let the young men give a test of their strength before us. And Joab said, Let them
do so. 15 So they got up and went over by number: twelve for Benjamin and Ish-bosheth
and twelve of the servants of David. 16And every one got the other by the head, driving
his sword into the other's side, so they all went down together: and that place was named
the Field of Sides, and it is in Gibeon. 17And there was hard fighting that day; and Abner
and the men of Israel gave way before the servants of David. 18 There were three sons of
Zeruiah there, Joab andAbishai andAsahel: andAsahelwas as quick-footed as a roe of the
fields. 19Asahel went running after Abner, not turning to the right or to the left. 20 Then
Abner, looking back, said, Is it you, Asahel? And he said, It is I. 21And Abner said, Then go
to the right or to the left and put your hands on one of the fighting-men and take his arms.
But Asahel would not be turned away from going after Abner. 22Then again Abner said to
Asahel, Go to one side, do not keep on coming after me: why will youmakeme put an end
to you? for then I will be shamed before your brother Joab. 23But still he did not go to one
side: so Abner gave him a back blow in the stomach with his spear, so that the spear came
out at his back; andhewent downon the earth, wounded to death: and all thosewho came
to the place where Asahel went down dead, came to a stop. 24But Joab and Abishai went
after Abner: and the sunwent downwhen they came to the hill of Ammah, which is to the
east of the road through thewaste landofGeba. 25And themenof Benjamin came together
afterAbner inoneband, and took their places on the topof ahill. 26Thencryingout to Joab,
Abner said, Are fighting and destruction to go on for ever? do you not see that the endwill
only be bitter? how longwill it be before you send the people back andmake them give up
attacking their countrymen? 27And Joab said, By the living God, if you had not given the
word, the people would have gone on attacking their countrymen till the morning. 28 So
Joab had a horn sounded, and all the people came to a stop, and gave up going after Israel
and fighting them. 29And all that night Abner and his menwent through the Arabah; they
went over Jordan and through all Bithron and came toMahanaim. 30And Joab came back
from fighting Abner: and when he had got all his men together, it was seen that nineteen
of David's men, in addition to Asahel, were not with them. 31 But David's men had put to
death threehundred and sixty of themenof Benjamin andofAbner'smen 32And they took
Asahel's body and put it in the last resting-place of his father in Beth-lehem. And Joab and
his men, travelling all night, came to Hebron at dawn.

3
1Nowtherewasa longwarbetweenSaul's people andDavid's people; andDavidbecame

stronger and stronger, but those on Saul's side became more and more feeble. 2 While
Davidwas inHebronhe became the father of sons: the oldestwas Amnon, son of Ahinoam
of Jezreel; 3 And the second, Chileab, whose mother was Abigail, the wife of Nabal the
Carmelite; and the third, Absalom, son ofMaacah, the daughter of Talmai, king of Geshur;
4And the fourth, Adonijah, the son of Haggith; and the fifth, Shephatiah, the son of Abital;
5 And the sixth, Ithream, whose mother was David's wife Eglah. These were the sons of
David,whosebirth tookplace inHebron. 6Nowwhile therewaswarbetweenSaul's people
andDavid's people, Abnerwasmakinghimself strongamong the supporters of Saul. 7Now
Saul had among his wives a woman named Rizpah, the daughter of Aiah: and Ish-bosheth
said to Abner, Why have you taken my father's wife? 8And Abner was very angry at the
words of Ish-bosheth, and he said, Am I a dog's head of Judah? I am this day doing all inmy
power for the cause of your father Saul and for his brothers and his friends, and have not
given you up into the hands of David, and now you say I have done wrong with a woman.
9May God's punishment be on Abner, if I do not for David as the Lord in his oath has said,
10And if I donot take away the kingdom from the family of Saul andmakeDavid ruler over
Israel and Judah from Dan as far as Beer-sheba! 11And so great was Ish-bosheth's fear of
Abner that he was not able to say a word in answer. 12 And Abner sent men to David at
Hebron, saying, Make an agreement with me, and I will give youmy support in getting all
Israel on your side. 13Andhe said, It is well; I willmake an agreementwith you, but on one
condition, which is, thatwhen you comebeforeme, Saul's daughterMichal is to comewith
you; till shecomesyouwillnot seemyface. 14AndDavid sentmen toSaul's son Ish-bosheth,
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saying, Giveme backMichal, mywife, whom Imademine for the price of the private parts
of a hundred Philistines. 15So Ish-bosheth sent and took her from her husband Paltiel, the
son of Laish. 16And her husbandwentwith her as far as Bahurim,weepingwhile hewent.
Then Abner said to him, Go back. And he went back. 17 Then Abner had a talk with the
chief men of Israel, saying, In the past it was your desire tomake David your king: so now,
do it: 18 For the Lord has said of David, By the hand of my servant David I will make my
people Israel safe from the Philistines, and from all who are against them. 19And Abner
said the same things to Benjamin: and he went to David in Hebron to make clear to him
what seemed good to Israel and to all the people of Benjamin. 20 So Abner, with twenty
men, came to Hebron, to David. And Davidmade a feast for Abner and themenwhowere
withhim. 21AndAbner said toDavid, Now Iwill go, andmakeall Israel come tomy lord the
king, so that theymaymake an agreement with you, and your kingdommay be as wide as
yourheart's desire. ThenDavid sentAbnerawayandhewent inpeace. 22Nowthe servants
of David and Joab had been out attacking a band of armedmen, and they came back with
a great store of goods taken in the fight: but Abner was no longer in Hebron with David,
for he had sent him away and he had gone in peace. 23When Joab and hismen came, news
was given them that Abner, the son of Ner, had come to the king, who had let him go away
again in peace. 24Then Joab came to the king, and said,What have you done? when Abner
came to youwhy did you send him away and let him go? 25 Is it not clear to you that Abner,
the sonofNer, camewithdeceit to get knowledge of your going out andyour coming in and
of all you are doing? 26Andwhen Joab had come out fromDavid, he sentmen after Abner,
and they overtook him at the water-spring of Sirah, and made him come back with them:
but David had no knowledge of it. 27And when Abner was back in Hebron, Joab took him
on one side by the doorway of the town to have awordwith himquietly, and there he gave
him a wound in the stomach, causing his death in payment for the death of his brother
Asahel. 28Andwhen David hadword of it he said, May I andmy kingdombe clear for ever
in the eyes of the Lord from the blood of Abner, the son of Ner: 29May it come on the head
of Joab and all his father's family: among themen of Joab's familymay there ever be some
who are diseased or lepers, or who do the work of women, or are put to the sword, or are
wasted from need of food! 30 So Joab and Abishai his brother put Abner to death, because
he had put to death their brother Asahel in the fight at Gibeon. 31And David said to Joab
and all the people who were with him, Go in grief and put haircloth about you, in sorrow
for Abner. And King David went after the dead body. 32And they put Abner's body to rest
in Hebron; and the king and all the people were weeping loudly by the resting-place of
Abner's body. 33 And the king made a song of grief for Abner and said, Was the death of
Abner to be like the death of a foolish man? 34 Your hands were free, your feet were not
chained: like the downfall of a man before evil men, so was your fall. And the weeping of
the people over himwent on again. 35And the people came tomakeDavid take food, while
itwas still day, but Davidwith an oath said,MayGod's punishment be onme if I take a taste
of bread or any other thing till the sun has gone down! 36And all the people took note of it
and were pleased: like everything the king did, it was pleasing to the people. 37 So it was
clear to Israel and to all the people on that day that the king was not responsible for the
death of Abner, the son of Ner. 38And the king said to his servants, Do you not see that a
chief and a greatman has come to his end today in Israel? 39While I, though I am crowned
king, have little strength, and these men, the sons of Zeruiah, are out of my control: may
the Lord give to the evil-doer the reward of his evil-doing!

4
1And when Saul's son Ish-bosheth had news that Abner was dead in Hebron, his hands

became feeble, and all the Israeliteswere troubled. 2And Saul's son had twomen, captains
of bands, one named Baanah and the other Rechab, sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, of the
tribe of Benjamin; (for Beeroth was at one time taken to be part of Benjamin: 3 But the
people of Beeroth had gone in flight to Gittaim, where they have been living to this day.)
4 Now Jonathan, Saul's son, had a son whose feet were damaged. He was five years old
whennews of the death of Saul and Jonathan came from Jezreel, and thewomanwho took
care of him took himup andwent in flight: andwhile shewas getting him away as quickly
as she was able, he had a fall and his feet were damaged. His name was Mephibosheth.
5And Rechab and Baanah, the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, went out and came to the
house of Ish-bosheth in the heat of the day, when he was resting in the middle of the day.
Now the woman who kept the door was cleaning grain, and sleep overcame her. 6 And
Rechab and his brother Baanah got in without being seen. 7And when they came into the
house, Ish-bosheth was stretched on his bed in his bedroom; and they made an attack on
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him and put him to death, and, cutting off his head, they took it with them and went by
the road through the Arabah all night. 8And they took the head of Ish-bosheth to David in
Hebron, and said to the king, Here is the head of Ish-bosheth, the son of Saul your hater,
whowould have taken your life; the Lord has taken payment for thewrongs ofmy lord the
king from Saul and his seed today. 9 And David made answer to Rechab and his brother
Baanah, the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, and said to them, By the living Lord, who has
kept me safe from all my trouble, 10When one came to me with the news of Saul's death,
in the belief that it would be good news, I took him and put him to death in Ziklag, which
was the reward I gave him for his news: 11How much more, when evil men have put an
upright person to death, in his house, sleeping on his bed, will I take payment fromyou for
his blood, and have you cut off from the earth? 12AndDavid gave orders to his youngmen
and they put them to death, cutting off their hands and their feet and hanging them up by
the side of the pool in Hebron. But they took the head of Ish-bosheth and put it in its last
resting-place with Abner's body in Hebron.

5
1Then all the tribes of Israel came to David in Hebron and said, Truly, we are your bone

and your flesh. 2 In the past when Saul was king over us, it was you who went at the head
of Israel when theywent out or came in: and the Lord said to you, You are to be the keeper
of my people Israel and their ruler. 3 So all the responsible men of Israel came to the king
at Hebron; and King Davidmade an agreementwith them inHebron before the Lord: and
they put the holy oil on David and made him king over Israel. 4 David was thirty years
old when he became king, and he was king for forty years, 5Ruling over Judah in Hebron
for sevenyears and sixmonths, and in Jerusalem, over all Israel and Judah, for thirty-three
years. 6And the king andhismenwent to Jerusalemagainst the Jebusites, the people of the
land: and they said to David, Youwill not come in here, but the blind and the feeble-footed
will keep you out; for they said, David will not be able to come in here. 7 But David took
the strong place of Zion, which is the town of David. 8And that day David said, Whoever
makes an attack on the Jebusites, let him go up by the water-pipe, and put to death all the
blind and feeble-footed who are hated by David. And this is why they say, The blind and
feeble-footedmay not come into the house. 9So David took the strong tower for his living-
place, naming it the town of David. And David took in hand the building of the town all
round, starting from theMillo. 10And David became greater and greater; for the Lord, the
God of armies, was with him. 11And Hiram, king of Tyre, sent men to David, with cedar-
trees and woodworkers and stoneworkers: and they made David a house. 12 And David
saw that the Lord hadmade his position safe as king over Israel, and that he hadmade his
kingdom great because of his people Israel. 13And David took more women and wives in
Jerusalem, after he had come fromHebron: and he hadmore sons and daughters. 14These
are the names of those whose birth took place in Jerusalem: Shammua and Shobab and
Nathan and Solomon 15 And Ibhar and Elishua and Nepheg and Japhia 16 And Elishama
and Eliada and Eliphelet. 17Andwhen the Philistines had news that David had beenmade
king over Israel, they all went up in search of David; and David, hearing of it, went down
to the strong place. 18And when the Philistines came, they went in every direction in the
valley of Rephaim. 19 And David, desiring directions from the Lord, said, Am I to go up
against the Philistines? will you give themup intomyhands? And the Lord said, Go up, for
I will certainly give up the Philistines into your hands. 20AndDavidwent to Baal-perazim,
and overcame them there; and he said, The Lord has let the forces fighting against me be
broken before me as a wall is broken by rushing waters. So that place was named Baal-
perazim. 21 And the Philistines, when they went in flight, did not take their images with
them, and David and his men took them away. 22And the Philistines came up again, and
went in every direction in the valley of Rephaim. 23And when David went for directions
to the Lord, he said, You are not to go up against them in front; but make a circle round
them from the back and come on them opposite the spice-trees. 24 Then at the sound of
footsteps in the tops of the trees, go forward quickly, for the Lord has gone out before you
to overcome the army of the Philistines. 25 And David did as the Lord had said; and he
overcame the Philistines, attacking them from Gibeon to near Gezer.

6
1And David got together all the fighting-men of Israel to the number of thirty thousand;

2And David, and all the people who were with him, went to Baal of Judah to get the ark of
God, over which the holy name is named, the name of the Lord of armies, whose place is
between thewinged ones. 3And they put the ark of God on a new cart and took it out of the
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house of Abinadabwhichwas on the hill: and Uzzah andAhio, the sons of Abinadab, were
the drivers of the cart. 4And Uzzah went by the side of the ark, while Ahio went before it.
5And David and all the men of Israel made melody before the Lord with all their power,
with songs andwith corded instruments and instruments of brass. 6Andwhen they came
to Nacon's grain-floor, Uzzah put his hand on the ark of God to keep it safe in its place, for
the oxen were out of control. 7 And the wrath of the Lord, burning against Uzzah, sent
destruction on him because he had put his hand on the ark, and death came to him there
by the ark of God. 8And David was angry because of the Lord's outburst of wrath against
Uzzah: and he gave that place the name Perez-uzzah, which is its name to this day. 9And
suchwas David's fear of the Lord that day, that he said, Howmay I let the ark of God come
to me? 10 So David did not let the ark of the Lord come back to him to the town of David:
but had it turned away and put into the house of Obed-edom the Gittite. 11And the ark of
the Lord was in the house of Obed-edom the Gittite for three months: and the Lord sent a
blessing on Obed-edom and all his family. 12And they said to King David, The blessing of
the Lord is on the family of Obed-edom and on all he has, because of the ark of God. And
David went and took the ark of God from the house of Obed-edom into the town of David
with joy. 13 And when those who were lifting the ark of the Lord had gone six steps, he
made an offering of an ox and a fat young beast. 14And David, clothed in a linen ephod,
was dancing before the Lord with all his strength. 15 So David and all the men of Israel
took up the ark of the Lordwith cries of joy and sounding of horns. 16Andwhen the ark of
the Lord came into the town of David, Michal, Saul's daughter, looking out of the window,
sawKing David dancing and jumping before the Lord; and to hermind he seemed foolish.
17And they took in the ark of the Lord, and put it in its place inside the tent which David
hadput up for it: andDavidmadeburned offerings andpeace-offerings to the Lord. 18And
after David had made the burned offerings and the peace-offerings, he gave the people a
blessing in thenameof theLordof armies. 19Andhegave to everymanandwomanamong
all the people, among all themasses of Israel, a cake of bread and ameasure of wine and a
cake of dry grapes. Then all the people went away, every man to his house. 20Then David
came back to give a blessing to his family. And Michal, Saul's daughter, came out to him
and said, How full of glory was the king of Israel today, who let himself be seen uncovered
by his servant-girls like a foolish person uncovering himself without shame! 21And David
said to Michal, I was dancing before the Lord, who put me over your father and all his
sons, to make me a ruler over the people of the Lord, over his people Israel: and I will go
on playing before the Lord; 22And I will do even worse than this, and make myself even
lower in your eyes: but the servant-girls of whom you were talking will give me honour.
23AndMichal, Saul's daughter, had no child till the day of her death.

7
1Nowwhen the king was living in his house, and the Lord had given him rest fromwar

on every side; 2 The king said to Nathan the prophet, See now, I am living in a house of
cedar, but the ark of God is housed inside the curtains of a tent. 3And Nathan said to the
king, Go and do whatever is in your heart; for the Lord is with you. 4Now that night the
word of the Lord came to Nathan, saying, 5Go and say tomy servant David, The Lord says,
Are you to be the builder of a house, a living-place for me? 6For from the day when I took
the children of Israel up out of Egypt till this day, I have had no house, but have gone from
place to place in a tent. 7 In all the places where I went with all the children of Israel, did
I ever say to any of the judges of Israel, to whom I gave the care of my people Israel, Why
have you not mademe a house of cedar? 8Then say these words to my servant David, The
Lordof armies says, I tookyou from thefields, fromkeeping the sheep, so that youmight be
a ruler over my people, over my people Israel: 9And I have been with you wherever you
went, cutting off before you all those who were against you; and I will make your name
great, like the name of the greatest ones of the earth. 10 And I will make a resting-place
for my people Israel, planting them there, so that they may be living in the place which is
theirs, and never again be moved; and never again will they be troubled by evil men as
they were at the first, 11From the time when I put judges over my people Israel; and I will
give you peace from all who are against you. And the Lord says to you that he will make
you the head of a line of kings. 12Andwhen the time comes for you to go to rest with your
fathers, I will put in your place your seed after you, the offspring of your body, and I will
make his kingdom strong. 13Hewill be the builder of a house formyname, and Iwillmake
the seat of his authority certain for ever. 14 I will be to him a father and he will be to me a
son: if hedoeswrong, Iwill givehimpunishmentwith the rodofmenandwith theblowsof
the children ofmen; 15Butmymercywill not be taken away fromhim, as I took it fromhim
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whowas before you. 16And your family and your kingdomwill keep their place beforeme
for ever: the seat of your authority will never be overturned. 17 So Nathan gave David an
account of all thesewords and this vision. 18Then David the kingwent in and took his seat
before theLord, and said,WhoamI,OLordGod, andwhat ismy family, that youhavebeen
my guide till now? 19And this was only a small thing to you, O Lord God; but your words
have evenbeen about the far-off future of your servant's family, OLordGod! 20Whatmore
may David say to you? for you have knowledge of your servant, O Lord God. 21Because of
yourword and fromyourheart, youhave done all this greatwork, and let your servant see
it. 22Truly you are great, O Lord God: there is no one like you and no other God but you, as
is clear fromeverythingwhich has come to our ears. 23Andwhat other nation in the earth,
like your people Israel, did a god go out to take for himself, to be his people, and to make
a name for himself, and to do great and strange things for them, driving out a nation and
its gods from before his people? 24But you took andmade strong for yourself your people
Israel, to be your people for ever; and you, Lord, became their God. 25 And now, O Lord
God,may thewordwhich you have said about your servant and about his family, bemade
certain for ever, andmay you do as you have said! 26And let your name bemade great for
ever, and let men say, The Lord of armies is God over Israel: and let the family of David
your servant be made strong before you! 27 For you, O Lord of armies, the God of Israel,
have clearly said to your servant, I will make you the head of a family of kings: and so it
has come into your servant's heart tomake this prayer to you. 28Andnow, OLordGod, you
are God and your words are true and you have said you will give your servant this good
thing; 29 So may it be your pleasure to give your blessing to the family of your servant, so
that it may go on for ever before you: (for you, O Lord God, have said it,) and may your
blessing be on your servant's family line for ever!

8
1And it came about after this that Davidmade an attack on the Philistines and overcame

them; and David took the authority of the mother-town from the hands of the Philistines.
2 And he overcame the Moabites, and he had them measured with a line when they
were stretched out on the earth; marking out two lines for death and one full line for
life. So the Moabites became servants to David and gave him offerings. 3 And David
overcame Hadadezer, the son of Rehob, king of Zobah, when he went to make his power
seen by the River. 4 And David took from him one thousand, seven hundred horsemen
and twenty thousand footmen: and David had the leg-muscles of the horses cut, only
keeping enough of them for a hundred war-carriages. 5 And when the Aramaeans of
Damascus came to the help of Hadadezer, king of Zobah, David put to the sword twenty-
two thousand of the Aramaeans. 6And David put armed forces in Aram of Damascus: and
the Aramaeans became servants to David and gave him offerings. And the Lord made
David overcome wherever he went. 7 And David took their gold body-covers from the
servants of Hadadezer and took them to Jerusalem. 8And fromTebah and Berothai, towns
of Hadadezer, King David took a great store of brass. 9 And when Tou, king of Hamath,
had news that David had overcome all the army of Hadadezer, 10He sent his son Hadoram
to David, with words of peace and blessing, because he had overcome Hadadezer in the
fight, for Hadadezer had wars with Tou; and Hadoram took with him vessels of silver and
gold and brass: 11 These King David made holy to the Lord, together with the silver and
gold which he had taken from the nations he had overcome— 12The nations of Edom and
Moab, and the children of Ammon and the Philistines and the Amalekites and the goods
he had taken from Hadadezer, the son of Rehob, king of Zobah. 13 And David got great
honour for himself, when he came back, by the destruction of Edom in the valley of Salt,
to the number of eighteen thousandmen. 14And he put armed forces in Edom; all through
Edomhe had armed forces stationed, and all the Edomites became servants to David. And
the Lord made David overcome wherever he went. 15And David was king over all Israel,
judging and giving right decisions for all his people. 16And Joab, the son of Zeruiah, was
chief of the army; and Jehoshaphat, the son of Ahilud, was keeper of the records; 17And
ZadokandAbiathar, the sonofAhimelech, the sonofAhitub,werepriests; andSeraiahwas
the scribe; 18AndBenaiah, the sonof Jehoiada,was over theCherethites and thePelethites;
and David's sons were priests.

9
1 And David said, Is there still anyone of Saul's family living, so that I may be a friend

to him, because of Jonathan? 2Now there was of Saul's people a servant named Ziba, and
they sent him toDavid; and the king said to him, Are you Ziba? And he said, I am. 3And the
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king said, Is there anyone of Saul's family still living, to whom I may be a friend in God's
name? And Ziba said, There is a son of Jonathan, whose feet are damaged. 4And the king
said to him, Where is he? And Ziba said to the king, He is in the house of Machir, the son
of Ammiel, in Lo-debar. 5 Then King David sent, and had him taken from Lo-debar, from
the house of Machir, the son of Ammiel. 6And Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan, came
to David, and falling down on his face, gave him honour. And David said, Mephibosheth.
And answering he said, Your servant is here. 7And David said to him, Have no fear: for
truly I will be good to you, because of your father Jonathan, and I will give back to you
all the land which was Saul's; and you will have a place at my table at all times. 8 And
he went down on his face before the king, and said, What is your servant, for you to take
note of a dead dog such as I am? 9 Then the king sent for Ziba, Saul's servant, and said to
him, All the property of Saul and of his family I have given to your master's son. 10 And
you and your sons and your servants are to take care of the land for him, and get in the
fruit of it, so that your master's son may have food: but Mephibosheth, your master's son,
will have a place at my table at all times. Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty servants.
11 Then Ziba said to the king, Every order which you have given to your servant will be
done. As for Mephibosheth, he had a place at David's table, like one of the king's sons.
12AndMephibosheth had a young son namedMica. And all the people living in the house
of Ziba were servants to Mephibosheth. 13 So Mephibosheth went on living in Jerusalem;
for he took all his meals at the king's table; and he had not the use of his feet.

10
1Now after this, death came to the king of the children of Ammon, and Hanun, his son,

became king in his place. 2And David said, I will be a friend to Hanun, the son of Nahash,
as his fatherwas a friend tome. SoDavid sent his servants, to givehimwords of comfort on
account of his father. And David's servants came into the land of the children of Ammon.
3But the chiefs of the children of Ammon said toHanun their lord, Does it seem to you that
David is honouring your father by sending comforters to you? has he not sent his servants
to go through the townandmake secret observationof it, andovercome it? 4SoHanun took
David's servants, and after cutting off half the hair on their chins, and cutting off the skirts
of their robes up to the middle, he sent them away. 5When David had news of it, he sent
men outwith the purpose ofmeeting themon theirway, for themenwere greatly shamed:
and the king said, Go to Jericho till your hair is long again, and then comeback. 6Andwhen
the children of Ammon saw that they had made themselves hated by David, they sent to
the Aramaeans of Beth-rehob and Zobah, and got for payment twenty thousand footmen,
and they got from the king of Maacah a thousand men, and from Tob twelve thousand.
7Andhearing of this, David sent Joab and all the army and the best fighting-men. 8And the
children of Ammon came out and put their forces in position at the way into the town:
and the Aramaeans of Zobah and of Rehob, with the men of Tob and Maacah, were by
themselves in the field. 9 Now when Joab saw that their forces were in position against
him in front and at his back, he took the best of the men of Israel and put them in line
against the Aramaeans; 10And the rest of the people he put in position against the children
of Ammon, with Abishai, his brother, at their head. 11And he said, If the Aramaeans are
stronger and get the better of me, then you are to come to my help; but if the children of
Ammon get the better of you, I will come to your help. 12 Take heart, and let us be strong
for our people and for the towns of our God, andmay the Lord dowhat seems good to him.
13 Then Joab and the people with him went forward to the fight against the Aramaeans,
and they went in flight before him. 14And when the children of Ammon saw the flight of
the Aramaeans, they themselves went in flight from Abishai, and came into the town. So
Joabwent back fromfighting the children of Ammon and came to Jerusalem. 15Andwhen
the Aramaeans saw that Israel had overcome them, they got themselves together. 16And
Hadadezer sent for theAramaeanswhowere on the other side of the River: and they came
toHelam,with Shobach, the captain ofHadadezer's army, at their head. 17Andwordof this
was given toDavid: andhegot all Israel together andwent over Jordanandcame toHelam.
And the Aramaeans put their forces in position against David, andmade an attack on him.
18And the Aramaeans went in flight before Israel; and David put to the sword the men of
seven hundred Aramaean war-carriages and forty thousand footmen, and Shobach, the
captain of the army, was wounded, and came to his death there. 19Andwhen all the kings
whowere servants of Hadadezer saw that theywere overcome by Israel, theymade peace
with Israel and became their servants. So the Aramaeans, in fear, gave nomore help to the
children of Ammon.
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11
1Nowin the spring, at the timewhenkings goout towar, David sent Joabandhis servants

and all Israel with him; and theymadewaste the land of the children of Ammon, and took
up their position before Rabbah, shutting it in. But David was still at Jerusalem. 2 Now
one evening, David got up fromhis bed, andwhile hewaswalking on the roof of the king's
house, he saw from there a woman bathing; and the woman was very beautiful. 3 And
David sent to get knowledge who the woman was. And one said, Is this not Bath-sheba,
the daughter of Eliam and wife of Uriah the Hittite? 4 And David sent and took her; and
she came to him, and he took her to his bed: (for she had beenmade clean;) then she went
back to her house. 5And the woman became with child; and she sent word to David that
shewaswith child. 6And David sent to Joab saying, Send Uriah the Hittite tome. And Joab
sent Uriah to David. 7AndwhenUriah came to him, David put questions to him about how
Joab and the peoplewere, and how thewarwas going. 8AndDavid said to Uriah, Go down
to your house and let your feet be washed. And Uriah went away from the king's house,
and an offering from the king was sent after him. 9 But Uriah took his rest at the door of
the king's house, with all the servants of his lord, and did not go down to his house. 10And
when word was given to David that Uriah had not gone down to his house, David said to
Uriah, Have younot come froma journey? why did you not go down to your house? 11And
Uriah said to David, Israel and Judahwith the ark are living in tents, andmy lord Joab and
the other servants ofmy lord are sleeping in the open field; and am I to go tomyhouse and
take food and drink, and go to bedwithmywife? By the living Lord, and by the life of your
soul, I will not do such a thing. 12And David said to Uriah, Be here today, and after that I
will let you go. So Uriah was in Jerusalem that day and the day after. 13And when David
sent for him, he took meat and drink with him, and David made him the worse for drink:
and when evening came, he went to rest on his bed with the servants of his lord, but he
did not go down to his house. 14Now in the morning, David gave Uriah a letter to take to
Joab. 15And in the letter he said, Take care to put Uriah in the very front of the line, where
the fighting is most violent, and go back from him, so that he may be overcome and put
to death. 16 So while Joab was watching the town, he put Uriah in the place where it was
clear to him the best fighters were. 17And the men of the town went out and had a fight
with Joab: and a number of David's men came to their death in the fight, and with them
Uriah the Hittite. 18Then Joab sent David news of everythingwhich had taken place in the
war: 19And he gave orders to themanwho took the news, saying, After you have given the
king all the news about thewar, 20 If the king is angry and says,Why did you go so near the
town for the fight? was it not certain that their archers would be on the wall? 21Who put
Abimelech, the son of Jerubbaal, to death? did not a woman send a great stone down on
him from thewall, putting him to death at Thebez? why did you go so near thewall? Then
say to him, Your servant Uriah theHittite is among the dead. 22So themanwent, and came
toDavid, and gave himall the newswhich Joab had sent him to give; thenDavidwas angry
with Joab and said, Why did you go so near the town for the fight? was it not certain that
their archers would be on the wall? who put Abimelech, the son of Jerubbaal, to death?
did not a woman send a great stone down on him from the wall, putting him to death at
Thebez? why did you go so near the wall? 23And theman said to David, Truly themen got
the better of us, and came out against us into the open country, but we sent them back to
the very doors of the town. 24And the archers sent their arrows at your servants from the
wall, and some of the king's servants are dead, and among them is your servant Uriah the
Hittite. 25Then David said to the man, Go and say to Joab, Do not let this be a grief to you;
for one man may come to his death by the sword like another: put up an even stronger
fight against the town, and take it: and do you put heart into him. 26Andwhen the wife of
Uriahhadnews that her husbandwas dead, she gave herself up toweeping for him. 27And
when the days of weeping were past, David sent for her, and took her into his house, and
she becamehiswife and gavehima son. But the Lordwasnot pleasedwith the thingDavid
had done.

12
1And the Lord sent Nathan to David. AndNathan came to him and said, Therewere two

men in the same town: one aman of great wealth, and the other a poorman. 2Theman of
wealth had great numbers of flocks and herds; 3But the poor man had only one little she-
lamb,whichhehad got and taken care of: from its birth it hadbeenwithhim like one of his
children; his meat was its food, and from his cup it took its drink, resting in his arms, and
it was like a daughter to him. 4Nowa traveller came to the house of theman ofwealth, but
hewould not take anything fromhis flock or his herd tomake ameal for the traveller who
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had come to him, but he took the poorman's lamb andmade it ready for themanwho had
come. 5And David was full of wrath against that man; and he said to Nathan, By the living
Lord, death is the right punishment for the man who has done this: 6And he will have to
give back four times the value of the lamb, because he has done this and because he had
no pity. 7And Nathan said to David, You are that man. The Lord God of Israel says, I made
you king over Israel, putting holy oil on you, and I kept you safe from the hands of Saul;
8 I gave you your master's daughter and your master's wives for yourself, and I gave you
the daughters of Israel and Judah; and if that hadnot been enough, Iwould have given you
such and such things. 9Why then have you had no respect for the word of the Lord, doing
what is evil in his eyes? You have put Uriah the Hittite to death with the sword, and have
taken his wife to be your wife; you have put him to death with the sword of the children
of Ammon. 10So now the swordwill never be turned away from your family; because you
have had no respect for me, and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.
11 The Lord says, From those of your family I will send evil against you, and before your
very eyes I will take your wives and give them to your neighbour, and he will take your
wives to his bed by the light of this sun. 12You did it secretly; but I will do this thing before
all Israel and in the light of the sun. 13AndDavid said toNathan, Great ismy sin against the
Lord. And Nathan said to David, The Lord has put away your sin; death will not come on
you. 14But still, becauseyouhavehadno respect for theLord, deathwill certainly overtake
the child who has newly come to birth. 15 Then Nathan went back to his house. And the
hand of the Lord was on David's son, the child of Uriah's wife, and it became very ill. 16 So
Davidmadeprayer toGod for the child; andhe tookno foodday after day, andwent in and,
stretching himself out on the earth, was there all night. 17And the chief men of his house
got up and went to his side to make him get up from the earth, but he would not; and he
would not take foodwith them. 18And then on the seventh day the child's death took place.
AndDavid's servantswere in fear of giving him the news of the child's death: for they said,
Truly, while the child was still living he gave no attention when we said anything to him:
what will he do to himself if we give him word that the child is dead? 19 But when David
saw that his servantswere talking together quietly, hewas certain that the childwas dead:
and he said to his servants, Is the child dead? and they said, He is. 20 Then David got up
from the earth, and after washing and rubbing himself with oil and changing his clothing,
he went into the house of the Lord and gave worship: then he went back to his house, and
at his order they put food before him and he had a meal. 21Then his servants said to him,
Why have you been acting in this way? you were weeping and going without food while
the child was still living; but when the child was dead, you got up and had a meal. 22And
he said,While the childwas still living Iwentwithout food and gavemyself up toweeping:
for I said,Who is able to say that the Lordwill not havemercy onmeand give the child life?
23But now that the child is dead there is no reason for me to go without food; am I able to
make him come back to life? I will go to him, but he will never come back to me. 24And
David gave comfort to his wife Bath-sheba, and hewent in to her and had connectionwith
her: and she had a son towhom she gave the name Solomon. And hewas dear to the Lord.
25And he sent word by Nathan the prophet, who gave him the name Jedidiah, by theword
of theLord. 26NowJoabwasfightingagainstRabbah, in the landof the childrenofAmmon,
andhe took thewater-town. 27AndJoabsentmen toDavid, saying, Ihavemadewaragainst
Rabbah and have taken the water-town. 28 So now, get the rest of the people together, and
put them in position against the town and take it, for if I take it, it will be named after my
name. 29 Then David got all the people together and went to Rabbah and made war on it
and took it. 30And he took the crown ofMilcom fromhis head; theweight of it was a talent
of gold, and in it were stones of great price; and it was put on David's head. And he took
a great store of goods from the town. 31 And he took the people out of the town and put
them toworkwith wood-cutting instruments, and iron grain-crushers, and iron axes, and
at brick-making: this he did to all the towns of the children of Ammon. Then David and all
the people went back to Jerusalem.

13
1Now after this, it came about that Absalom, David's son, had a beautiful sister, whose

name was Tamar; and David's son Amnon was in love with her. 2And he was so deeply in
love that he became ill because of his sister Tamar; for she was a virgin, and so it seemed
hard to Amnon to do anything to her. 3But Amnon had a friendwhose namewas Jonadab,
the son of Shimeah, David's brother: and Jonadab was a very wise man. 4And he said to
him, O son of the king, why are you getting thinner day by day? will you not saywhat your
trouble is? And Amnon said to him, I am in love with Tamar, my brother Absalom's sister.



2 Samuel 13:5 227 2 Samuel 13:39

5Then Jonadab said to him, Go to your bed, and let it seem that you are ill: andwhen your
father comes to see you, say to him, Let my sister Tamar come and give me bread, and get
the food ready before my eyes, so that I may see it and take it from her hand. 6 So Amnon
went to bed andmade himself seem ill: andwhen the king came to see him, Amnon said to
the king, Please let my sister Tamar come and make me one or two cakes before my eyes,
so that I may take food from her hand. 7Then David sent to the house for Tamar and said,
Go now to your brother Amnon's house and get a meal for him. 8 So Tamar went to her
brother Amnon's house; and hewas in bed. And she took paste andmade cakes before his
eyes, cooking them over the fire. 9And she took the cooking-pot, and put the cakes before
him, but hewouldnot take them. AndAmnon said, Let everyone go away fromme. So they
all went out. 10 Then Amnon said to Tamar, Take the food and come into my bedroom, so
that I may take it from your hand. So Tamar took the cakes she had made and went with
them into her brother Amnon's bedroom. 11Andwhen she took them to give them to him,
he put his arms round her and said, Come to bed, my sister. 12 And answering him, she
said, O my brother, do not put shame on me; it is not right for such a thing to be done in
Israel: do not this evil thing. 13What will become of me in my shame? and as for you, you
will be looked down on with disgust by all Israel. Now then, go and make your request
to the king, for he will not keep me from you. 14 But he would not give attention to what
she said: but being stronger than she, he took her by force, and had connection with her.
15Then Amnonwas full of hate for her, hating her with a hate greater than his earlier love
for her. And he said to her, Get up and be gone. 16And she said to him, Not so, my brother,
for this great wrong in sending me away is worse than what you did to me before. But he
gave no attention to her. 17Then he gave a cry to the servant who was waiting on him and
said, Put this woman out, and let the door be locked after her. 18Now she had on a long
robe, such as in past times the king's virgin daughters were dressed in. Then the servant
put her out, locking the door after her. 19AndTamar, in her grief, put dust on her head; and
she put her hand on her head and went away crying loudly. 20And her brother Absalom
said to her, Has your brother Amnon been with you? but now, let there be an end to your
crying, my sister: he is your brother, do not take this thing to heart. So Tamar went on
living uncomforted in her brother's house. 21But when King David had news of all these
things he was very angry; but he did not make trouble for Amnon his son, for he was dear
to David, being his oldest son. 22But Absalom said nothing to his brother Amnon, good or
bad: for hewas full of hate for him, because he had taken his sister Tamar by force. 23Now
after two full years, Absalomhadmen cutting thewool of his sheep in Baal-hazor, which is
near Ephraim: and he sent for all the king's sons to come to his feast. 24AndAbsalom came
to the king and said, See now, your servant is cutting the wool of his sheep; will the king
and his servants be pleased to come? 25And the king said to Absalom, No, my son, let us
not all go, or the numberwill be over-great for you. And hemade his request again, but he
would not go, but he gave him his blessing. 26 Then Absalom said, If you will not go, then
let my brother Amnon go with us. And the king said to him, Is there any reason for him to
go with you? 27 But Absalom went on requesting him till he let Amnon and all the king's
sons go with him. And Absalommade a great feast like a feast for a king. 28Now Absalom
had given orders to his servants, saying, Now take note when Amnon's heart is glad with
wine; and when I say to you, Make an attack on Amnon, then put him to death without
fear: have I not given you orders? be strong andwithout fear. 29So Absalom's servants did
to Amnon as Absalom had given them orders. Then all the king's sons got up, and every
man got on his beast and went in flight. 30Now while they were on their way, news was
given to David that Absalom had put to death all the sons of the king and that not one of
them was still living. 31 Then the king got up in great grief, stretching himself out on the
earth: and all his servants were by his side, with their clothing parted. 32And Jonadab, the
son of Shimeah, David's brother, said, Let not my lord have the idea that all the sons of the
king have been put to death; for only Amnon is dead: this has been purposed by Absalom
from the day when he took his sister Tamar by force. 33 So now, let not my lord the king
take this thing to heart, with the idea that all the king's sons are dead: for only Amnon is
dead. 34But Absalomwent in flight. And the youngmanwho kept the watch, lifting up his
eyes, saw that a great band of peoplewas coming down the slope by theway of theHorons;
and thewatchman came and gaveword to the king, saying, I sawmen coming downby the
way of the Horons, from the hillside. 35And Jonadab said to the king, See, the king's sons
are coming; as your servant said, so it is. 36Andwhile hewas talking, the king's sons came,
withweeping and loud cries: and the king and all his servantswereweeping bitterly. 37So
Absalomwent inflight and came to Talmai, the sonofAmmihud, the king ofGeshur,where
he was for three years. 38And the king was sorrowing for his son all the time. 39And the
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heart of David was wasted with desire for Absalom: for he was comforted for the death of
Amnon.

14
1 Now it was clear to Joab, the son of Zeruiah, that the king's heart was turning to

Absalom. 2And Joab sent to Tekoa and got from there a wise woman, and said to her, Now
make yourself seem like one given up to grief, and put on the clothing of sorrow, not using
any sweet oil for your body, but looking like onewho for a long time has beenweeping for
the dead: 3And come to the king and say these words to him. So Joab gave her words to
say. 4And the woman of Tekoa came to the king, and falling on her face, gave him honour
and said, Give me help, O king. 5And the king said to her, What is your trouble? And her
answer was, Truly I am a widow, and my husband is dead. 6And I had two sons, and the
two of them had a fight in the field, and there was no one to come between them, and one
with a blow put the other to death. 7 And now all the family is turned against me, your
servant, saying, Give up himwhowas the cause of his brother's death, so that wemay put
him to death in payment for the life of his brother, whose life he took; and we will put an
end to the one who will get the heritage: so they will put out my last burning coal, andmy
husbandwill have no name or offspring on the face of the earth. 8And the king said to the
woman, Go to your house and I will give orders about this. 9And thewoman of Tekoa said
to the king, My lord, O king, may the sin be onme and onmy family, andmay the king and
the seat of his kingdombe clear of sin! 10And the king said, If anyone says anything to you,
make him come to me, and he will do you no more damage. 11Then she said, Let the king
keep in mind the Lord your God, so that he who gives punishment for blood may be kept
back from further destruction and that no onemay send death onmy son. And he said, By
the livingLord, not ahair of your son'sheadwill come to theearth. 12Then thewomansaid,
Will the king let his servant say one word more? And he said, Say on. 13And the woman
said, Why have you had such a thought about the people of God? (for in saying these very
words the king has put himself in the wrong because he has not taken back the onewhom
he sent far away.) 14 For death comes to us all, and we are like water drained out on the
earth, which it is not possible to take up again; and God will not take away the life of the
manwhose purpose is that hewho has been sent awaymay not be completely cut off from
him. 15And now it is my fear of the people which has made me come to say these words
to my lord the king: and your servant said, I will put my cause before the king, and it may
be that he will give effect to my request. 16 For the king will give ear, and take his servant
out of the power of the man whose purpose is the destruction of me and my son together
from the heritage of God. 17Then your servant said, May theword ofmy lord the king give
me peace! for my lord the king is as the angel of God in his hearing of good and bad: and
may the Lord your God be with you! 18Then the king said to the woman, Now give me an
answer to the question I am going to put to you; keep nothing back. And the woman said,
Letmy lord the king say on. 19And the king said, Is not the hand of Joabwith you in all this?
And the woman in answer said, By the life of your soul, my lord the king, it is not possible
for anyone to go to the right handor to the left fromanything saidby theking: your servant
Joab gave me orders, and put all these words in mymouth: 20This he did, hoping that the
faceof this businessmight be changed: andmy lord iswise,with thewisdomof theangel of
God, having knowledge of everything on earth. 21And the king said to Joab, See now, I will
do this thing: go then and Come back with the young man Absalom. 22 Then Joab, falling
down on his face on the earth, gave the king honour and blessing; and Joab said, Today it
is clear to your servant that I have grace in your eyes, my lord king, because the king has
given effect to the request of his servant. 23 So Joab got up and went to Geshur and came
back again to Jerusalem with Absalom. 24And the king said, Let him go to his house, but
let him not see my face. So Absalomwent back to his house and did not see the face of the
king. 25Now in all Israel there was no one so greatly to be praised for his beautiful form
as Absalom: from his feet to the crown of his head he was completely beautiful. 26 And
when he had his hair cut, (which he did at the end of every year, because of the weight
of his hair;) the weight of the hair was two hundred shekels by the king's weight. 27And
Absalom was the father of three sons and of one daughter named Tamar, who was very
beautiful. 28 For two full years Absalom was living in Jerusalem without ever seeing the
face of the king. 29 Then Absalom sent for Joab to send him to the king, but he would not
come to him: and he sent again a second time, but he would not come. 30 So he said to his
servants, See, Joab's field is near mine, and he has barley in it; go and put it on fire. And
Absalom's servants put the field on fire. 31 Then Joab came to Absalom in his house and
said to him, Why have your servants put my field on fire? 32And Absalom's answer was,
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See, I sent to you saying, Come here, so that I may send you to the king to say, Why have
I come back from Geshur? it would be better for me to be there still: let me now see the
king's face, and if there is any sin inme, let himputme to death. 33So Joabwent to the king
and said thesewords tohim: andwhen thekinghad sent for him, Absalomcame, andwent
down on his face on the earth before the king: and the king gave him a kiss.

15
1Now after this, Absalom got for himself a carriage and horses, and fifty runners to go

before him. 2And Absalom got up early, morning after morning, and took his place at the
side of the publicmeeting-place: andwhen anyman had a causewhich had to come to the
king to be judged, thenAbsalom, crying out to him, said,What is your town? and hewould
say, Your servant is of one of the tribes of Israel. 3AndAbsalomwould say to him, See, your
cause is true and right; but nomanhas beennamedby the king to give youahearing. 4And
more than this, Absalom said, If only I wasmade judge in the land, so that everymanwho
has any cause or question might come to me, and I would give a right decision for him!
5And if any man came near to give him honour, he took him by the hand and gave him a
kiss. 6And this Absalom did to everyone in Israel who came to the king to have his cause
judged: so Absalom, like a thief, took away the hearts of the men of Israel. 7Now at the
end of four years, Absalom said to the king, Letme go to Hebron and give effect to the oath
which I made to the Lord: 8 For while I was living in Geshur in Aram, your servant made
an oath, saying, If ever the Lord letsme come back to Jerusalem, I will give himworship in
Hebron. 9And the king said to him, Go in peace. So he got up and went to Hebron. 10But
Absalom at the same time sentwatchers through all the tribes of Israel to say, At the sound
of the horn you are to say, Absalom is king in Hebron. 11Andwith Absalom, at his request,
went two hundredmen from Jerusalem,whowere completely unconscious of his designs.
12 And Absalom sent for Ahithophel the Gilonite, one of David's helpers, from Giloh his
town, while hewasmaking the offerings. And the design against David became strong, for
more and more people were joined to Absalom. 13And one came to David and said, The
hearts of the men of Israel have gone after Absalom. 14And David said to all his servants
who were with him at Jerusalem, Come, let us go in flight, or not one of us will be safe
from Absalom: let us go without loss of time, or he will overtake us quickly and send evil
on us, and put the town to the sword. 15And the king's servants said to the king, See, your
servants are ready todowhatever theking says is tobedone. 16So thekingwentout, taking
with him all the people of his house, but for ten of his women, whowere to take care of the
house. 17And the king went out, and all his servants went after him, and made a stop at
the Far House. 18 And all the people went on by his side; and all the Cherethites and all
the Pelethites and all the men of Ittai of Gath, six hundred men who came after him from
Gath, went on before the king. 19Then the king said to Ittai the Gittite,Why are you coming
with us? go back and keepwith the king: for you are aman of another country, you are far
from the land of your birth. 20 It was only yesterday you came to us; why then am I tomake
you go up and down with us? for I have to go where I may; go back then, and take your
countrymen with you, and may the Lord's mercy and good faith be with you. 21And Ittai
theGittite inanswer said, By the livingLord, andby the life ofmy lord theking, inwhatever
place my lord the king may be, for life or death, there will your servant be. 22And David
said to Ittai, Go forward, then. And Ittai the Gittite went on, with all his men and all the
little ones he had with him. 23 And there was great weeping in all the country when all
the peoplewent through; and the king himself waswaiting in the Kidron valley and all the
people went by him in the direction of the olive-tree on the edge of thewaste land. 24Then
Zadok came, and Abiathar, and with them the ark of God's agreement: and they put down
the ark of God, till all the people from the town had gone by. 25And the king said to Zadok,
Take the ark of God back into the town: if I have grace in the eyes of the Lord, he will let
me come back and see it and his House again: 26 But if he says, I have no delight in you:
then, here I am; let himdo tomewhat seems good to him. 27The king said further to Zadok
the priest, See, you and Abiathar are to go back to the town in peace, with your two sons,
Ahimaaz, your son, and Jonathan, the son of Abiathar. 28 See, I will be waiting at the way
across the river, in the waste land, till I get news from you. 29 So Zadok and Abiathar took
the ark of God back to Jerusalem, and did not go away from there. 30And David went up
the slopes of the Mount of Olives weeping all the way, with his head covered and no shoes
on his feet: and all the peoplewhowerewith him, covering their heads, went upweeping.
31Andword came to David, saying, Ahithophel is among thosewho are joined to Absalom.
AndDavid said, O Lord, let thewisdomof Ahithophel bemade foolish. 32NowwhenDavid
had come to the top of the slope, where they gaveworship toGod, Hushai theArchite came
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to him in great grief with dust on his head: 33David said to him, If you go on with me, you
will be a trouble to me: 34But if you go back to the town and say to Absalom, I will be your
servant, Oking; as in thepast I havebeenyour father's servant, sonow Iwill be yours: then
youwill be able to keep Ahithophel's designs against me from being put into effect. 35And
have you not there Zadok and Abiathar the priests? so whatever comes to your ears from
the king's house, give word of it to Zadok and Abiathar the priests. 36 See, they have with
them their two sons, Ahimaaz, Zadok's son, and Jonathan, the sonofAbiathar; by themyou
may sendword tome of everythingwhich comes to your ears. 37SoHushai, David's friend,
went into the town, and Absalom came to Jerusalem.

16
1 And when David had gone a little way past the top of the slope, Ziba, the servant of

Mephibosheth, came to him, with two asses on which were two hundred cakes of bread
and a hundred stems of dry grapes and a hundred summer fruits and a skin ofwine. 2And
David said to Ziba,What is your reason for this? And Ziba said, The asses are for the use of
the king's people, and the bread and the fruit are food for the young men; and the wine is
for drink for those who are overcome by weariness in the waste land. 3And the king said,
And where is your master's son? And Ziba said, He is still at Jerusalem: for he said, Today
Israel will give back to me the kingdom of my father. 4 Then the king said to Ziba, Truly
everything which was Mephibosheth's is yours. And Ziba said, I give honour to my lord,
may I have grace in your eyes, my lord, O king! 5And when King David came to Bahurim,
a man of Saul's family named Shimei, the son of Gera, came out from there, calling curses
after him. 6And he sent stones at David and at all the king's servants and at all the people
and at all the men of war by his side, on the right hand and on the left. 7And Shimei said,
with curses, Be gone, be gone, youman of blood, you good-for-nothing: 8The Lord has sent
punishment on you for all the blood of the family of Saul, whose kingdom you have taken;
and the Lord has given the kingdom to Absalom, your son: now you yourself are taken in
your evil, because you are a man of blood. 9 Then Abishai, the son of Zeruiah, said to the
king, Is this dead dog to go on cursing my lord the king? let me go over and take off his
head. 10And the king said, What have I to do with you, you sons of Zeruiah? Let him go
on cursing, for the Lord has said, Put a curse on David, and who then may say, Why have
you done so? 11And David said to Abishai and to all his servants, You see howmy son, the
offspring of my body, has made designs against my life: how much more then may this
Benjamite do so? Let him be, and let him go on cursing; for the Lord has given him orders.
12 It may be that the Lord will take note of my wrongs, and give me back good in answer
to his cursing of me today. 13 So David and his men went on their way: and Shimei went
by the hillside parallel with them, cursing and sending stones and dust at him. 14And the
king andhis people came tired to Jordan, and took their rest there. 15AndAbsalomand the
menof Israel came to Jerusalem, andAhithophelwaswithhim. 16ThenHushai theArchite,
David's friend, came to Absalom and said, Long life to the king, long life to the king! 17And
Absalomsaid, Is this your love foryour friend? whydidyounot gowithyour friend? 18And
Hushai said to Absalom, Not so; I am for that man whom the Lord and this people and all
the men of Israel have taken as king, and I will take my place with him. 19Andmore than
this! where is my place as a servant? is it not before his son? as I have been your father's
servant, so will I be yours. 20 Then Absalom said to Ahithophel, Give your opinion now,
what are we to do? 21And Ahithophel said to Absalom, Go in to your father's women who
are here looking after his house; then all Israel will have the news that you are hated by
your father, and the hands of your supporters will be strong. 22 So they put up the tent for
Absalom on the top of the house, and Absalom went in to his father's women before the
eyes of all Israel. 23 In those days the opinions of Ahithophel were valued as highly as if
through him a man might get direction from God; so were they valued by David as much
as by Absalom.

17
1Then Ahithophel said to Absalom, Let me take out twelve thousand men and this very

night I will go after David: 2And I will come up with him when he is tired and feeble, and
makehim full of fear: andall the peoplewithhimwill go inflight; and Iwillmake anattack
on the king only: 3And I will make all the people come back to you as a bride comes back
to her husband: it is the life of only one man you are going after; so all the people will be
at peace. 4And the saying was pleasing to Absalom and to the responsible men of Israel.
5 Then Absalom said, Now send for Hushai the Archite, and let us give ear to what he has
to say. 6And when Hushai came, Absalom said to him, This is what Ahithophel has said:
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are we to do as he says? if not, what is your suggestion? 7 And Hushai said to Absalom,
Ahithophel's idea is not a good one at this time. 8Hushai said further, You have knowledge
of your father and his men, that they aremen of war, and that their feelings are bitter, like
those of a bear in the fieldwhose young ones have been taken fromher: and your father is
aman of war, andwill not take his night's rest with the people; 9But he will certainly have
taken cover now in some hole or secret place; and if some of our people, at the first attack,
are overcome, then any hearing of it will say, There is destruction among the people who
are on Absalom's side. 10 Then even the strongest, whose heart is like the heart of a lion,
will become likewater; for all Israel is conscious that your father is amanofwar, and those
who are with him are strong and without fear. 11But my suggestion is that all Israel, from
Dan as far as Beer-sheba, comes together to you, a great army like the sands of the sea in
number; and that you yourself go out among them. 12Then we will come on him in some
place, wherever he may be, falling on him as the dew comes on the earth: and of him and
all themenwho are with him not one will get awaywith his life. 13And if he has gone into
some town, then let all Israel take strong cords to that town, andwewill have it pulled into
the valley, till not one small stone is to be seen there. 14 Then Absalom and all the men of
Israel said, Hushai's suggestion is better than that of Ahithophel. For it was the purpose
of the Lord to make the wise designs of Ahithophel without effect, so that the Lord might
send evil on Absalom. 15 Then Hushai said to Zadok and Abiathar, the priests, This is the
suggestion made by Ahithophel to Absalom and the responsible men of Israel, and this is
what I said to them. 16 So now send the news quickly to David, and say, Do not take your
night's rest by the way across the river to the waste land, but be certain to go over; or the
king and all the people with him will come to destruction. 17Now Jonathan and Ahimaaz
were waiting by En-rogel; and a servant-girl went from time to time and gave them news
and they went with the news to King David, for it was not wise for them to let themselves
be seen coming into the town. 18But a boy saw them, and gave word of it to Absalom: so
the two of themwent away quickly, and came to the house of a man in Bahurim who had
a water-hole in his garden, and they went down into it. 19And a woman put a cover over
the hole, and put crushed grain on top of it, and no one had any knowledge of it. 20 And
Absalom's servants came to the woman at the house and said, Where are Ahimaaz and
Jonathan? And the woman said to them, They have gone from here to the stream. And
after searching for them, and seeingnothing of them, theywent back to Jerusalem. 21Then
after the servants had gone away, they cameupout of thewater-hole andwent to giveKing
David the news; and they said, Get up and go quickly over thewater, for such and such are
Ahithophel's designs against you. 22 So David and all the people who were with him went
up over Jordan: when dawn came, every one of them had gone over Jordan. 23Nowwhen
Ahithophel saw that his suggestion was not acted on, he got his ass ready, and went back
to his house, to the town where he came from, and having put his house in order, he put
himself to death by hanging; so he came to his end and was put in the resting-place of his
father. 24AndDavidcame toMahanaim. AndAbsalom,withall themenof Israel,wentover
Jordan. 25And Absalom put Amasa at the head of the army in place of Joab. Now Amasa
was the son of a man named Ithra the Ishmaelite, who had been the lover of Abigail, the
daughter of Jesse, sister of Zeruiah, Joab's mother. 26And Israel and Absalom put up their
tents in the land of Gilead. 27Now when David had come to Mahanaim, Shobi, the son of
NahashofRabbah, theAmmonite, andMachir, the sonofAmmiel of Lo-debar, andBarzillai
the Gileadite of Rogelim, 28Came with beds and basins and pots, and grain and meal, and
all sorts of dry foods, 29And honey and butter and sheep and milk-cheeses, for David and
his people: for they said, This people is in thewaste land, needing food and drink and rest.

18
1 And David had the people who were with him numbered, and he put over them

captains of thousands and captains of hundreds. 2And David sent the people out, a third
of them under the orders of Joab, and a third under the orders of Abishai, son of Zeruiah,
Joab's brother, and a third under Ittai the Gittite. And the king said to the people, And I
myself will certainly go outwith you. 3But the people said, It is better for you not to go out:
for if we are put to flight, they will not give a thought to us, and if death overtakes half of
us, it will be nothing to them: but you are of more value than ten thousand of us: so it is
better for you to be ready to come to our help from this town. 4And the king said to them,
I will do whatever seems best to you. So the king took his place by the door of the town,
and all the people went out by hundreds and by thousands. 5And the king gave orders to
Joab and Abishai and Ittai, saying, Because of me, be gentle to the young man Absalom.
And this order about Absalom was given in the hearing of all the people. 6 So the people
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went out into the field against Israel, and the fight took place in the woods of Ephraim.
7 And the people of Israel were overcome there by the servants of David, and there was
a great destruction that day, and twenty thousand men were put to the sword. 8And the
fightingwent on over all the face of the country: and thewoodswere responsible formore
deaths than the sword. 9 And Absalom came across some of David's men. And Absalom
was seated on his mule, and the mule went under the thick branches of a great tree, and
his head became fixed in the tree and hewas lifted up between earth and heaven, and the
beast under him went on. 10 And a certain man saw it and said to Joab, I saw Absalom
hanging in a tree. 11And Joab said to themanwho had given him the news, If you saw this,
why did you not put your sword through him, and Iwould have given you ten bits of silver
and a band for your robe? 12And theman said to Joab, Even if you gaveme a thousand bits
of silver, I would not put out my hand against the king's son: for in our hearing the king
gave orders to you and Abishai and Ittai, saying, Take care that the young man Absalom
is not touched. 13 And if I had falsely put him to death (and nothing may be kept secret
from the king), youwould have had nothing to dowithme. 14Then Joab said, I would have
made it safe for you. Andhe took three spears inhishand, andput themthroughAbsalom's
heart, while hewas still living, in the branches of the tree. 15And ten youngmen, servants
of Joab, came round Absalom and put an end to him. 16And Joab had the horn sounded,
and thepeople cameback fromgoing after Israel, for Joabkept themback. 17And they took
Absalom's body andput it into a great hole in thewood, andput a greatmass of stones over
it: and everyman of Israel went in flight to his tent. 18NowAbsalom, before his death, had
put up for himself a pillar in the king's valley, naming it after himself; for he said, I have
no son to keep my name in memory: and to this day it is named Absalom's pillar. 19 Then
Ahimaaz, the son of Zadok, said, Let me go and give the king news of how the Lord has
done right in his cause against those who took up arms against him. 20And Joab said, You
will takenonews today; another day youmay give him thenews, but youwill takenonews
today, because the king's son is dead. 21Then Joab said to the Cushite, Go and give the king
word of what you have seen. And the Cushite, making a sign of respect to Joab, went off
running. 22 Then Ahimaaz, the son of Zadok, said to Joab again, Whatever may come of
it, let me go after the Cushite. And Joab said, Why have you a desire to go, my son, seeing
that you will get no reward for your news? 23Whatever may come of it, he said, I will go.
Then he said to him, Go. So Ahimaaz went running by the lowland road and overtook the
Cushite. 24Now David was seated between the two town doors; and the watchman went
up to the roof of the doorways, on the wall, and, lifting up his eyes, saw aman running by
himself. 25And thewatchman gave news of it to the king. And the king said, If he is coming
by himself, then he has news. And themanwas travelling quickly, and came near. 26Then
the watchman saw another man running: and crying out in the direction of the door he
said, Here is another man running by himself. And the king said, He, like the other, comes
with news. 27 And the watchman said, It seems to me that the running of the first is like
the running of Ahimaaz, the son of Zadok. And the king said, He is a good man, and his
newswill be good. 28AndAhimaaz, crying out to the king, said, It is well. And falling down
before the king, with his face to the earth, he said, May the Lord your God be praised, who
has given up themenwho took up arms againstmy lord the king! 29And the king said, Is it
wellwith the youngmanAbsalom? AndAhimaaz said in answer,When Joab sentme, your
servant, I saw a great outcry going on, but I had no knowledge of what it was. 30And the
king said, Get back and take your place here. So turning to one side, he tookhis place there.
31And then the Cushite came and said, I have news for my lord the king: today the Lord
has done right in your cause against all those who took up arms against you. 32 And the
king said to the Cushite, Is the young man Absalom safe? And the Cushite said in answer,
May all the king's haters and those who do evil against the king, be as that young man is!
33Then the kingwasmuchmoved, andwent up into the room over the door, weeping, and
saying, Omy sonAbsalom,my son,my son Absalom! if onlymy lifemight have been given
for yours, O Absalom, my son, my son!

19
1 And word was given to Joab that the king was weeping and sorrowing for Absalom.

2And the salvation of that day was changed to sorrow for all the people: for it was said to
thepeople, Theking is inbittergrief forhis son. 3Andthepeoplemade theirwayback to the
townquietly and secretly, as thosewho are shamed go secretlywhen they go in flight from
the war. 4But the king, covering his face, gave a great cry, O my son Absalom, O Absalom,
my son, my son! 5And Joab came into the house to the king and said, Today you have put
to shame the faces of all your servants who even now have kept you and your sons and
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your daughters and your wives and all your women safe from death; 6 For your haters, it
seems, aredear toyou, andyour friendsarehated. Foryouhavemade it clear that captains
and servants are nothing to you: and now I see that if Absalom was living and we had all
been dead today, it would have been right in your eyes. 7So get up now, and go out and say
some kind words to your servants; for, by the Lord, I give you my oath, that if you do not
go out, not one of themwill keep with you tonight; and that will be worse for you than all
the evil which has overtaken you from your earliest years. 8Then the king got up and took
his seat near the town-door. And word was given to all the people that the king was in the
public place: and all the people came before the king. Now all the men of Israel had gone
back in flight to their tents. 9And through all the tribes of Israel the people were having
arguments, saying, The king made us safe from the hands of those who were against us
andmade us free from the hands of the Philistines; and nowhe has gone in flight from the
land, because of Absalom. 10And Absalom, whomwemade a ruler over us, is dead in the
fight. So now why do you say nothing about getting the king back? And word of what all
Israelwas saying came to the king. 11AndKingDavid sentword to Zadok andAbiathar, the
priests, Say to the responsible men of Judah, Why are you the last to take steps to get the
king back to his house? 12You aremy brothers,my bone andmyflesh; why are you the last
to get the king back again? 13And say to Amasa, Are you not my bone and my flesh? May
God's punishment be onme, if I do notmake you chief of the armybeforeme at all times in
place of Joab! 14And the hearts of themen of Judahweremoved like oneman; so that they
sent to the king, saying, Come back, with all your servants. 15 So the king came back, and
came as far as Jordan. And Judah came to Gilgal, meeting the king there, to take him back
with them over Jordan. 16And Shimei, the son of Gera, the Benjamite from Bahurim, got
up quickly and went down with the men of Judah for the purpose of meeting King David;
17Andwithhima thousandmenof Benjamin, andZiba, the servant of Saul, with his fifteen
sons and twenty servants, came rushing to Jordanbefore the king, 18Andkept going across
the river to take the people of the king's house over, and to dowhateverwas desired by the
king. And Shimei, the son of Gera, went down on his face in the dust before the king, when
he was about to go over Jordan, 19 And said to him, Let me not be judged as a sinner in
your eyes, O my lord, and do not keep in mind the wrong I did on the day when my lord
the king went out of Jerusalem, or take it to heart. 20 For your servant is conscious of his
sin: and so, as you see, I have come today, the first of all the sons of Joseph, for the purpose
of meeting my lord the king. 21But Abishai, the son of Zeruiah, said, Is not death the right
fate for Shimei, because he has been cursing the onemarked by the holy oil? 22And David
said, What have I to do with you, you sons of Zeruiah, that you put yourselves against me
today? is it right for any man in Israel to be put to death today? for I am certain today
that I am king in Israel. 23 So the king said to Shimei, You will not be put to death. And
the king gave him his oath. 24AndMephibosheth, the son of Saul's son, came down for the
purpose of meeting the king; his feet had not been cared for or his hair cut or his clothing
washed from the day when the king went away till the day when he came back in peace.
25Now when he had come from Jerusalem to see the king, the king said to him, Why did
you not come with me, Mephibosheth? 26And he said in answer, Because of the deceit of
my servant, my lord king: for I, your servant, said to him, You are to make ready an ass
and on it I will gowith the king, for your servant has not the use of his feet. 27He has given
you a false account of me: but my lord the king is like the angel of God: do then whatever
seems good to you. 28 For all my father's family were only dead men before my lord the
king: and still you put your servant among those whose place is at the king's table. What
right then have I to say anything more to the king? 29And the king said, Say nothing more
about these things. I say, Let there be a division of the land between Ziba and you. 30And
Mephibosheth said, Let him take it all, now that my lord the king has come back to his
house in peace! 31AndBarzillai the Gileadite came down fromRogelim; and hewent on as
far as Jordanwith the king to take him across Jordan. 32NowBarzillai was a very oldman,
as much as eighty years old: and he had given the king everything he had need of, while
he was at Mahanaim, for he was a very great man. 33And the king said to Barzillai, Come
overwithme, and Iwill take care of you in Jerusalem. 34AndBarzillai said to the king, How
much of my life is still before me, for me to go up to Jerusalem with the king? 35 I am now
eighty years old: good and bad are the same to me; have meat and drink any taste for me
now? am I able to take pleasure in the voices of men or women in song? why then am I
to be a trouble to my lord the king? 36Your servant's desire was only to take the king over
Jordan;why is the king to giveme such a reward? 37Let your servant nowgoback again, so
that when death comes to me, it may be in my town and by the resting-place of my father
and mother. But here is your servant Chimham: let him go with my lord the king, and do
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for himwhat seems good to you. 38And the king said in answer, Let Chimhamgo overwith
me, and I will do for him whatever seems good to you: and whatever your desire is, I will
do it for you. 39Then all the peoplewent over Jordan, and the kingwent over: and the king
gave Barzillai a kiss, with his blessing; and he went back to his place. 40 So the king went
over to Gilgal, and Chimhamwentwith him: and all the people of Judah, aswell as half the
people of Israel, took the king on his way. 41 Then the men of Israel came to the king and
said, Why have our countrymen of Judah taken you away in secret and come over Jordan
with the king and all his family, because all his people are David's men? 42And all themen
of Judah gave this answer to the men of Israel, Because the king is our near relation: why
then are you angry about this? havewe taken any of the king's food, or has he given us any
offering? 43And in answer to themen of Judah, themen of Israel said,Wehave ten parts in
the king, andwe are the first in order of birth: why did youmake nothing of us? andwere
we not the first to make suggestions for getting the king back? And the words of the men
of Judah weremore violent than the words of themen of Israel.

20
1Now by chance there was present a good-for-nothing person named Sheba, the son of

Bichri, a Benjamite: and he, sounding the horn, said, We have no part in David, or any
interest in the son of Jesse: let every man go to his tent, O Israel. 2 So all the men of Israel,
turning away from David, went after Sheba, the son of Bichri: but the men of Judah were
true to their king, going with him from Jordan as far as Jerusalem. 3 And David came to
his house at Jerusalem: and the king took the ten women to whom he had given the care
of the house, and had them shut up, and gave them the necessaries of life, but did not go
near them. So they were shut up till the day of their death, living as widows. 4 Then the
king said to Amasa, Get all the men of Judah together, and in three days be here yourself.
5 So Amasa went to get all the men of Judah together, but he took longer than the time
David had given him. 6AndDavid said to Abishai, Sheba, the son of Bichri, will do usmore
damage than Absalom did; so take some of your lord's servants and go after him, before
hemakes himself safe in the walled towns, and gets away before our eyes. 7So there went
after Abishai, Joab and the Cherethites and the Pelethites and all the fighting-men; they
went out of Jerusalem to overtake Sheba, the son of Bichri. 8When they were at the great
stone which is in Gibeon, Amasa came face to face with them. Now Joab had on his war-
dress, and round him a band from which his sword was hanging in its cover; and while
he was walking, it came out, falling to the earth. 9And Joab said to Amasa, Is it well, my
brother? And with his right hand he took him by the hair of his chin to give him a kiss.
10 But Amasa did not see danger from the sword which was now in Joab's left hand, and
Joab put it through his stomach so that his inside came out on to the earth, and he did not
give him another blow. So Joab and his brother Abishai went on after Sheba, the son of
Bichri. 11 And one of Joab's young men, taking his place at Amasa's side, said, Whoever
is for Joab and for David, let him go after Joab! 12And Amasa was stretched out in a pool
of blood in the middle of the highway. And when the man saw that all the people were
stopping, he took Amasa out of the highway and put him in a field, with a cloth over him,
whenhe saw that everyonewhowent by came to a stop. 13Whenhe had been taken off the
road, all the people went on after Joab in search of Sheba, the son of Bichri. 14And Sheba
went through all the tribes of Israel, to Abel of Beth-maacah; and all the Bichrites came
together and went in after him. 15And Joab and his men got him shut up in Abel of Beth-
maacah, and put up an earthwork against the town: and all Joab'smen did their best to get
the wall broken down. 16Then a wise woman got up on the wall, and crying out from the
town, said, Give ear, give ear; say now to Joab, Come near, so that Imay have talkwith you.
17Andhe camenear, and thewoman said, Are you Joab? Andhe said in answer, I am. Then
she said, Give ear to your servant's words. And he said, I am giving ear. 18 Then she said,
In the old days, there was a saying, Let them put the question in Abel and in Dan, saying,
Haswhatwas ordered bymen of good faith in Israel ever come to an end? 19Your purpose
is the destruction of a mother-town in Israel: why would you put an end to the heritage of
the Lord? 20And Joab, answering her, said, Far, far be it fromme to be a cause of death or
destruction; 21Not so: but a man of the hill-country of Ephraim, Sheba, son of Bichri, by
name, has taken up arms against the king, against David: give up this man only, and I will
go away from the town. And the woman said to Joab, His head will be dropped over the
wall to you. 22 Then the woman in her wisdom had talk with all the town. And they had
Sheba's head cut off and sent out to Joab. And he had the horn sounded, and sent them all
away from the town, every man to his tent. And Joab went back to Jerusalem to the king.
23Now Joab was over all the army; and Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, was at the head of
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the Cherethites and the Pelethites; 24 And Adoram was overseer of the forced work; and
Jehoshaphat, the son of Ahilud, was the recorder; 25And Sheva was the scribe, and Zadok
and Abiathar were priests; 26And in addition, Ira the Jairite was a priest to David.

21
1 In the days of David they were short of food for three years, year after year; and David

went before the Lord for directions. And the Lord said, On Saul and on his family there
is blood, because he put the Gibeonites to death. 2 Then the king sent for the Gibeonites;
(now the Gibeonites were not of the children of Israel, but were the last of the Amorites,
to whom the children of Israel had given an oath; but Saul, in his passion for the children
of Israel and Judah, hadmade an attempt on their lives:) 3So David said to the Gibeonites,
Whatmay I do for you? howamI tomakeup to you for yourwrongs, so that youmay give a
blessing to the heritage of the Lord? 4And the Gibeonites said to him, It is not a question of
silver and gold between us and Saul or his family; and it is not in our power to put to death
any man in Israel. And he said, Say, then, what am I to do for you? 5And they said to the
king, As for the man by whomwe were wasted, and whomade designs against us to have
us completely cut off from the land of Israel, 6Let sevenmen of his family be given up to us
andwewill put anend to thembyhanging thembefore theLord inGibeon, on thehill of the
Lord. And the king said, I will give them. 7But the king did not give upMephibosheth, the
son of Saul's son Jonathan, because of the Lord's oathmade between David and Jonathan,
the sonofSaul. 8But theking tookArmoniandMephibosheth, the twosonsof Saul towhom
Rizpah, the daughter of Aiah, had given birth; and the five sons of Saul's daughter Merab,
whose fatherwas Adriel, the son of Barzillai theMeholathite: 9Andhe gave themup to the
Gibeonites, and they put them to death, hanging them on the mountain before the Lord;
all seven came to their end together in the first days of the grain-cutting, at the start of
the cutting of the barley. 10 And Rizpah, the daughter of Aiah, took haircloth, placing it
on the rock as a bed for herself, from the start of the grain-cutting till rain came down on
them from heaven; and she did not let the birds of the air come near them by day, or the
beasts of the field by night. 11And news was given to David of what Rizpah, the daughter
of Aiah, one of Saul's wives, had done. 12And David went and took the bones of Saul and
his son Jonathan from the men of Jabesh-gilead, who had taken them away secretly from
the public place of Beth-shan, where the Philistines had put them, hanging up the bodies
there on the day when they put Saul to death in Gilboa: 13And he took the bones of Saul
and his son Jonathan from that place; and they got together the bones of those who had
been put to death by hanging. 14 And they put them with the bones of Saul and his son
Jonathan in the resting-placeofKish, his father, inZela in the countryofBenjamin; theydid
all the king had given them orders to do. And after that, God gave ear to their prayers for
the land. 15And the Philistines went to war again with Israel; and David went down with
his people, and while they were at Gob they had a fight with the Philistines: 16And there
came against David one of the offspring of the Rephaim, whose spear was three hundred
shekels of brass in weight, and having a new sword, he made an attempt to put David to
death. 17But Abishai, the son of Zeruiah, came to his help, and, turning on the Philistine,
gave him his death-blow. Then David's men took an oath, and said, Never again are you to
go out with us to the fight, so that you may not put out the light of Israel. 18Now after this
there was war with the Philistines again at Gob, and Sibbecai the Hushathite put to death
Saph, one of the offspring of the Rephaim. 19And again there was war with the Philistines
at Gob, and Elhanan, the son of Jair the Beth-lehemite, put to death Goliath the Gittite, the
stem of whose spear was like a cloth-worker's rod. 20 And again there was war at Gath,
where there was a very tall man, who had twenty-four fingers and toes, six fingers on his
hands and six toes on his feet; he was one of the offspring of the Rephaim. 21 And when
hewas purposing to put shame on Israel, Jonathan, the son of Shimei, David's brother, put
him to death. 22These fourwere of the offspring of the Rephaim in Gath; and they came to
their end by the hands of David and his servants.

22
1AndDavidmade a song to the Lord in thesewords, on the daywhen the Lordmade him

free from the hands of all his haters, and from the hand of Saul: 2And he said, The Lord is
my Rock, mywalled town, andmy saviour, evenmine; 3MyGod,my Rock, in himwill I put
my faith; my breastplate, and the horn of my salvation, my high tower, andmy safe place;
my saviour, who keeps me safe from the violent man. 4 I will send up my cry to the Lord,
who is to be praised; sowill I bemade safe from thosewho are againstme. 5For thewaves
of death came roundme, and the seas of evil putme in fear; 6The cords of hell were round
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me: the nets of death came on me. 7 In my trouble my voice went up to the Lord, and my
cry tomyGod: my voice came to his hearing in his holy Temple, andmyprayer came to his
ears. 8 Then the earth was moved with a violent shock; the bases of heaven were moved
and shaking, because he was angry. 9 There went up a smoke from his nose, and a fire of
destruction from his mouth: coals were lighted by it. 10The heavens were bent, so that he
might come down; and it was dark under his feet. 11And he went through the air, seated
on a storm-cloud: going quickly on thewings of thewind. 12And hemade the dark his tent
round him, a mass of waters, thick clouds of the skies. 13Before his shining light his dark
clouds went past, raining ice and coals of fire. 14 The Lord made thunder in the heavens,
and the voice of the Highest was sounding out. 15And he sent out his arrows, driving them
in all directions; by his flames of fire they were troubled. 16 Then the deep beds of the
sea were seen, and the bases of the world were uncovered, because of the Lord's wrath,
because of the breath of his mouth. 17He sent from on high, he took me, pulling me out of
great waters. 18Hemade me free frommy strong hater, from those who were against me,
because they were stronger than I. 19 They came on me in the day of my trouble: but the
Lord was my support. 20He took me out into a wide place; he was my saviour because he
haddelight inme. 21TheLord givesme the rewardofmy righteousness, becausemyhands
are clean before him. 22For I have kept the ways of the Lord; I have not been turned away
in sin frommyGod. 23For all his decisionswere beforeme, and I did not put away his laws
from me. 24And I was upright before him, and I kept myself from sin. 25 Because of this
the Lord has givenme the reward of my righteousness, becausemy hands are clean in his
eyes. 26On him who has mercy you will have mercy; to the upright you will be upright;
27He who is holy will see that you are holy; but to the man whose way is not straight you
will be a hard judge. 28 For you are the saviour of those who are in trouble; but your eyes
are on men of pride, to make them low. 29 For you are my light, O Lord; and the Lord will
make the dark bright for me. 30 By your help I have made a way through the wall which
was shuttingme in: by the help ofmy God I have gone over awall. 31As for God, his way is
all good: theword of the Lord is tested; he is a safe cover for all thosewho put their faith in
him. 32 For who is God but the Lord? and who is a Rock but our God? 33God puts a strong
band about me, guiding me in a straight way. 34Hemakes my feet like roes' feet, and puts
meonhighplaces. 35Hemakesmyhands expert inwar, so that a bowof brass is bent bymy
arms. 36 You have given me the breastplate of your salvation, and your mercy has made
me great. 37You have made my steps wide under me, so that my feet make no slip. 38 I go
after my haters and overtake them; not turning back till they are all overcome. 39 I have
sent destruction on them and given themwounds, so that they are not able to get up: they
are stretched under my feet. 40 For I have been armed by you with strength for the fight:
you have made low under me those who came out against me. 41 By you their backs are
turned in flight, so that my haters are cut off. 42 They were crying out, but there was no
one to come to their help: even to the Lord, but he gave themno answer. 43Then theywere
crushed as small as the dust of the earth, stampeddownundermy feet like thewaste of the
streets. 44You have made me free from the fightings of my people; you have made me the
head of the nations: a people of whom I had no knowledge will be my servants. 45Men of
other countries will, with false hearts, put themselves under my authority: from the time
whenmy name comes to their ears, they will be ruled byme. 46They will be wasted away,
theywill comeout of their secret places shakingwith fear. 47TheLord is living; praise be to
my Rock, and let the God of my salvation be honoured: 48 It is God who sends punishment
on my haters, and puts peoples under my rule. 49Hemakes me free frommy haters: I am
lifted up over those who come up against me: you have made me free from the violent
man. 50Because of this I will give you praise, O Lord, among the nations, and will make a
song of praise to your name. 51Great salvation does he give to his king; he has mercy on
the king of his selection, David, and on his seed for ever.

23
1Now these are the last words of David. David, the son of Jesse, says, the man who was

lifted up on high, the man on whom the God of Jacob put the holy oil, the loved one of
Israel's songs, says: 2 The spirit of the Lord had voice through me, his word was on my
tongue. 3 The God of Israel said, the word of the Rock of Israel came to me: When an
upright king is ruling over men, when he is ruling in the fear of God, 4 It is as the light
of the morning, when the sun comes up, a morning without clouds; making young grass
come to life from the earth. 5 For is not my house so with God? For he has made with me
an eternal agreement, ordered in all things and certain: as for all my salvation and all
my desire, will he not give it increase? 6But the evil-doers, all of them, will be like thorns
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to be pushed away, because they may not be gripped in the hand: 7 But anyone touching
them has to be armed with iron and the rod of a spear; and they will be burned with fire,
every one of them. 8These are the names of David's men of war: Ishbaal the Hachmonite,
chief of the three; his axe was lifted up against eight hundred put to death at one time.
9After him was Eleazar, the son of Dodai the Ahohite, one of the three great fighters, who
waswithDavid in Pas-dammimwhen the Philistines came together there for thefight; and
when the men of Israel had gone in flight, 10He was with David and went on fighting the
Philistines till his hand became tired and stiff from gripping his sword: and that day the
Lord gave a great salvation, and the people came back after him only to take the goods of
the Philistines. 11After himwas Shammah, the son of Ela the Hararite. And the Philistines
came together in Lehi, where there was a bit of land full of seed; and the people went in
flight from the Philistines. 12But he kept his place in themiddle of the bit of land, and kept
back their attack and overcame the Philistines: and the Lord gave a great salvation. 13And
three of the thirty went down at the start of the grain-cutting, and they came to David at
the strong place of Adullam; and the band of Philistines had taken up their position in the
valley of Rephaim. 14And at that time David had taken cover in the strong place, and an
armed force of the Philistines was in Beth-lehem. 15And David, moved by a strong desire,
said, If only someonewouldgivemeadrinkofwater fromthewater-holeofBeth-lehem, by
the doorway into the town! 16And the threemen, forcing their way through the Philistine
army, got water from the water-hole of Beth-lehem, by the doorway into the town, and
took it back to David: but he would not take it, but, draining it out, made an offering of
it to the Lord. 17And he said, Far be it from me, O Lord, to do this; how may I take as my
drink the life-blood of men who have put their lives in danger? So he would not take it.
These things did the three great men of war. 18And Abishai, the brother of Joab, the son of
Zeruiah, was chief of the thirty. He put to death three hundred with his spear, and he got
forhimself anameamong the thirty. 19Washenot thenoblest of the thirty? sohewasmade
their captain: but he was not equal to the first three. 20And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, a
fightingman of Kabzeel, had done great acts; he put to death the two sons of Ariel ofMoab:
hewent down into a hole and put a lion to death in time of snow: 21And hemade an attack
on an Egyptian, a tall man: and the Egyptian had a spear in his hand; but he went down to
him with a stick, and pulling the spear out of the hands of the Egyptian, put him to death
with that same spear. 22 These were the acts of Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, who had a
great nameamong the thirtymenofwar. 23Hewashonouredover the rest of the thirty, but
hewas not equal to the first three. And David put him over the fightingmenwho kept him
safe. 24Asahel, the brother of Joab, was one of the thirty; and Elhanan, the son of Dodai, of
Beth-lehem, 25 Shammah the Harodite, Elika the Harodite, 26Helez the Paltite, Ira, the son
of Ikkesh the Tekoite, 27 Abiezer the Anathothite, Sibbecai the Hushathite, 28 Zalmon the
Ahohite,Maharai theNetophathite, 29Heldai, the sonof Baanah theNetophathite, Ittai, the
sonof Ribai ofGibeahof the childrenof Benjamin, 30Benaiah thePirathonite, Hiddai of the
valleys of Gaash, 31Abiel the Arbathite, Azmaveth of Bahurim, 32Eliahba the Shaalbonite,
Jashen the Gunite, 33 Jonathan, the son of Shammah theHararite, Ahiam, the son of Sharar
the Hararite, 34Eliphelet, the son of Ahasbai the Maacathite, Eliam, the son of Ahithophel
the Gilonite, 35Hezrai the Carmelite, Paarai the Archite, 36 Igal, the son of Nathan of Zobah,
Bani the Gadite, 37 Zelek the Ammonite, Naharai the Beerothite, who had the care of the
arms of Joab, son of Zeruiah, 38 Ira the Ithrite, Gareb the Ithrite, 39Uriah the Hittite: thirty-
seven in number.

24
1 Again the wrath of the Lord was burning against Israel, and moving David against

them, he said, Go, take the number of Israel and Judah. 2 And the king said to Joab and
the captains of the army, whowere with him, Go now through all the tribes of Israel, from
Dan as far as Beer-sheba, and have all the people numbered, so that I may be certain of
the number of the people. 3And Joab said to the king,Whatever the number of the people,
may the Lord make it a hundred times as much, and may the eyes of my lord the king see
it: but why does my lord the king take pleasure in doing this thing? 4But the king's order
was stronger than Joab and the captains of the army. And Joab and the captains of the
armywent out from the king, to take the number of the children of Israel. 5And theywent
over Jordan, and starting from Aroer, from the town which is in the middle of the valley,
they went in the direction of the Gadites, and on to Jazer; 6Then they came to Gilead, and
to the land of the Hittites under Hermon; and they came to Dan, and from Dan they came
round to Zidon, 7And to the walled town of Tyre, and to all the towns of the Hivites and
the Canaanites: and they went out to the South of Judah at Beer-sheba. 8 So after going
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through all the land in every direction, they came to Jerusalem at the end of nine months
and twentydays. 9And Joabgave theking thenumberof all thepeople: therewere in Israel
eight hundred thousand fighting men able to take up arms; and the men of Judah were
five hundred thousand. 10 And after the people had been numbered, David's heart was
troubled. AndDavid said to the Lord, Great has beenmy sin in doing this; but now, O Lord,
be pleased to take away the sin of your servant, for I have done very foolishly 11AndDavid
got up in themorning; now thewordof the Lordhad come to the prophetGad, David's seer,
saying, 12Go and say to David, The Lord says, Three things are offered to you: say which
of them you will have, and I will do it to you. 13 So Gad came to David, and gave himword
of this and said to him, Are there to be three years when there is not enough food in your
land? or will you go in flight from your haters for three months, while they go after you?
or will you have three days of violent disease in your land? take thought and say what
answer I am to give to him who sent me. 14And David said to Gad, This is a hard decision
forme tomake: let us come into the hands of the Lord, for great are hismercies: letme not
come into the hands of men. 15 So David made selection of the disease; and the time was
the days of the grain-cutting, when the disease came among the people, causing the death
of seventy thousandmen fromDanas far as Beer-sheba. 16Andwhen thehandof the angel
was stretched out in the direction of Jerusalem, for its destruction, the Lord had regret for
the evil, and said to the angel who was sending destruction on the people, It is enough; do
nomore. And the angel of the Lord was by the grain-floor of Araunah the Jebusite. 17And
when David saw the angel who was causing the destruction of the people, he said to the
Lord, Truly, the sin is mine; I have done wrong: but these are only sheep; what have they
done? let your hand be against me and against my family. 18 And that day Gad came to
David and said to him, Go up, and put up an altar to the Lord on the grain-floor of Araunah
the Jebusite. 19So Davidwent up, as Gad had said and as the Lord had given orders. 20And
Araunah, looking out, saw the king and his servants coming to him: and Araunah went
out, andwent down on his face to the earth before the king. 21AndAraunah said,Why has
my lord the king come to his servant? And David said, To give you a price for your grain-
floor, so that I may put up an altar to the Lord, and the disease may be stopped among the
people. 22And Araunah said to David, Let my lord the king take whatever seems right to
him, and make an offering of it: see, here are the oxen for the burned offering, and the
grain-cleaning instruments and the ox-yokes for wood: 23All this does the servant of my
lord the king give to the king. And Araunah said, May the Lord your God be pleased with
your offering! 24And the king said to Araunah, No, but I will give you a price for it; I will
not give to the LordmyGod burned offerings for which I have given nothing. So David got
the grain-floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver. 25And there David put up an altar to
the Lord, making burned offerings and peace-offerings. So the Lord gave ear to his prayer
for the land, and the disease came to an end in Israel.
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The First Book of Kings
1 Now King David was old and far on in years; and though they put covers over him,

his body was cold. 2 So his servants said to him, Let search be made for a young virgin
for my lord the king, to take care of him and be waiting on him; and you may take her
in your arms, and so my lord the king will be warm. 3 So after searching through all the
land of Israel for a fair young girl, they saw Abishag the Shunammite, and took her to the
king. 4Now she was very beautiful; and she took care of the king, waiting on him at all
times; but the king had no connectionwith her. 5Then Adonijah, the son of Haggith, lifting
himself up in pride, said, I will become king; and he made ready his carriages of war and
his horsemen, with fifty runners to go before him. 6Now all his life his father had never
gone against him or said to him, Why have you done so? and he was a very good-looking
man, and younger thanAbsalom. 7And he had talkwith Joab, the son of Zeruiah, andwith
Abiathar the priest; and they were on his side and gave him their support. 8 But Zadok
the priest, and Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, and Nathan the prophet and Shimei and Rei,
and David's men of war did not take the side of Adonijah. 9 Then Adonijah put to death
sheep and oxen and fat beasts by the stone of Zoheleth, by En-rogel; and he sent for all
his brothers, the king's sons, and all the men of Judah, the king's servants, to come to him:
10But he did not send for Nathan the prophet and Benaiah and the other men of war and
Solomon his brother. 11ThenNathan said to Bath-sheba, themother of Solomon, Has it not
come to your ears that Adonijah, the son of Haggith, has made himself king without the
knowledge of David our lord? 12 So now, let me make a suggestion, so that you may keep
your life safe and the life of your son Solomon. 13 Come now, go to King David and say to
him, Did you not, Omy lord, take an oath tome, your servant, saying, Truly Solomon your
son will be king after me, seated on the seat of my kingdom? why then is Adonijah acting
as king? 14And while you are still talking there with the king, see, I will come in after you
and say that your story is true. 15Then Bath-shebawent into the king's room; now the king
was very old, and Abishag the Shunammite was waiting on him. 16And Bath-sheba went
downonher faceon theearthbefore thekinggivinghimhonour. Andhe said,What is your
desire? 17And she said to him, My lord, you took an oath by the Lord your God and gave
your word to your servant, saying, Truly, Solomon your son will be king after me, seated
on the seat of my kingdom. 18And now, see, Adonijah has made himself king without my
lord's knowledge; 19And has put to death oxen and fat beasts and sheep in great numbers,
and has sent for all the sons of the king, and Abiathar the priest, and Joab, the captain of
the army; but he has not sent for Solomon your servant. 20And now, my lord the king, the
eyes of all Israel are on you, waiting for you to say who is to take the place of my lord the
king after him. 21 For as things are, it will come about, when my lord the king is sleeping
with his fathers, that I and Solomon my son will be made outlaws. 22And while she was
still talking with the king, Nathan the prophet came in. 23And they said to the king, Here
is Nathan the prophet. Andwhen he came in before the king, hewent down on his face on
the earth. 24And Nathan said, O my lord king, have you said, Adonijah is to be king after
me, seated on the seat of my kingdom? 25Because today he has gone down and has put to
death oxen and fat beasts and sheep in great numbers, and has sent for all the king's sons
to come tohim,with the captains of the armyandAbiathar thepriest; and they are feasting
before him and crying, Long life to King Adonijah! 26But me, your servant, and Zadok the
priest, and Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, and your servant Solomon, he has not sent for.
27Has this thing been done bymy lord the king, without givingword to your servants who
was to be placed on my lord the king's seat after him? 28Then King David in answer said,
Send for Bath-sheba to come to me. And she came in and took her place before the king.
29And the king took an oath, and said, By the living Lord, who has been my saviour from
all my troubles, 30As I took an oath to you by the Lord, the God of Israel, saying, Certainly
Solomon your son will become king after me, seated on my seat in my place; so will I do
this day. 31 Then Bath-sheba went down on her face on the earth before the king giving
him honour, and said, May my lord King David go on living for ever. 32 And King David
said, Send for Zadok the priest, and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada.
And they came before the king. 33And the king said to them, Takewith you the servants of
your lord, and put Solomon my son on my beast, yes, mine, and take him down to Gihon;
34And there let Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet put the holy oil on him to make
him king over Israel; and sounding the horn say, Long life to King Solomon! 35Then come
up after him and he will come in and take his place on the seat of my kingdom; for he is
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to be king in my place, and I have given orders that he is to be ruler over Israel and over
Judah. 36And Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, answering the king, said, So be it: andmay the
Lord, the God of my lord the king, say so. 37As the Lord has been with my lord the king,
even so may he be with Solomon and make the seat of his authority greater than that of
my lord King David. 38 So Zadok the priest, and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah, the son
of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites and the Pelethites, went down and put Solomon on King
David's beast and took him to Gihon. 39And Zadok the priest took the vessel of oil out of
the Tent, and put the holy oil on Solomon. Andwhen the hornwas sounded, all the people
said, Long life to King Solomon! 40And all the people came up after him, pipingwith pipes,
and they were glad with great joy, so that the earth was shaking with the sound. 41And it
came to the ears of Adonijah and all the guests who were with him, when their meal was
ended. And Joab, hearing the sound of the horn, said, What is the reason of this noise as
if the town was worked up? 42And while the words were on his lips, Jonathan, the son of
Abiathar the priest, came; and Adonijah said, Come in; for you are aman of good faith and
thenewswhich youhave for uswill be good. 43And Jonathan, answering, said toAdonijah,
Not so, but our lord KingDavid hasmade Solomon king: 44Andhe sentwith himZadok the
priest, and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites and
the Pelethites; and they put him on the king's beast: 45And Zadok the priest and Nathan
the prophet put the holy oil on him andmade himking in Gihon; and they came back from
there with joy, and the town was all worked up. This is the noise which has come to your
ears. 46And now Solomon is seated on the seat of the kingdom. 47And the king's servants
came to our lordKingDavid, blessing himand saying,MayGodmake thenameof Solomon
better than your name, and the seat of his authority greater than your seat; and the king
was bent low inworship on his bed. 48Then the king said,May theGod of Israel be praised,
who has given one of my seed to be king in my place this day and has let my eyes see it.
49 And all the guests of Adonijah got up in fear and went away, every man to his place.
50 And Adonijah himself was full of fear because of Solomon; and he got up and went to
the altar, and put his hands on its horns. 51And they gave Solomon word of it, saying, See,
Adonijah goes in such fear of King Solomon, that he has put his hands on the horns of the
altar, saying, LetKingSolomonfirst givemehisoath thathewill notputhis servant todeath
with the sword. 52And Solomon said, If he is seen to be a man of good faith, not a hair of
him will be touched; but if any wrongdoing is seen in him, he is to be put to death. 53 So
King Solomon sent, and they took him down from the altar. And he came and gave honour
to King Solomon; and Solomon said to him, Go to your house.

2
1 Now the time of David's death came near; and he gave orders to Solomon his son,

saying, 2 I am going the way of all the earth: so be strong and be a man; 3 And keep the
orders of the Lord your God, walking in his ways, keeping his laws and his orders and his
rules and his words, as they are recorded in the law of Moses; so that you may do well
in all you do and wherever you go, 4 So that the Lord may give effect to what he said of
me, If your children give attention to their ways, living uprightly before me with all their
heart and their soul, you will never be without a man to be king in Israel. 5Now you have
knowledge of what Joab, the son of Zeruiah, did tome, and to the two captains of the army
of Israel, Abner, the son of Ner, and Amasa, the son of Jether, whom he put to death, taking
payment for the blood of war in time of peace, and making the band of my clothing and
the shoes on my feet red with the blood of one put to death without cause. 6 So be guided
by your wisdom, and let not his white head go down to the underworld in peace. 7But be
good to the sons of Barzillai the Gileadite, and let them be guests at your table; for so they
came to me when I went in flight from Absalom your brother. 8Now you have with you
Shimei, the son of Gera the Benjamite of Bahurim, who put a bitter curse onme on the day
when I went toMahanaim; but he came down to seeme at Jordan, and I gave himmy oath
by the Lord, saying, I will not put you to death by the sword. 9 But do not let him be free
from punishment, for you are a wise man; and it will be clear to you what you have to do
with him; see that his white head goes down to the underworld in blood. 10 Then David
went to rest with his fathers, and his body was put into the earth in the town of David.
11David was king over Israel for forty years: for seven years he was king in Hebron and
for thirty-three years in Jerusalem. 12And Solomon took his place on the seat of David his
father, and his kingdom was made safe and strong. 13 Then Adonijah, the son of Haggith,
came to Bath-sheba, the mother of Solomon. And she said, Come you in peace? And he
said, Yes, in peace. 14 Then he said, I have something to say to you. And she said, Say on.
15Andhe said, You sawhow the kingdomwasmine, and all Israel had the idea that Iwould
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be their king; but now the kingdom is turned about, and has become my brother's, for it
was given to him by the Lord. 16Now I have one request to make to you, and do not say,
No, to me. And she said to him, Say on. 17 Then he said, Will you go to Solomon the king
(for hewill not say, No, to you) and put before himmy request that hewill givemeAbishag
the Shunammite for a wife? 18And Bath-sheba said, Good! I will make your request to the
king. 19 So Bath-sheba went to King Solomon to have talk with him on Adonijah's account.
And the king got up to come to her, and went down low to the earth before her; then he
took his place on the king's seat and had a seat made ready for the king's mother and she
took her place at his right hand. 20Then she said, I have one small request to make to you;
do not say, No, to me. And the king said, Say on, my mother, for I will not say, No, to you.
21And she said, Let Abishag the Shunammite be given to Adonijah your brother for awife.
22Then King Solomonmade answer and said to his mother, Why are you requestingme to
give Abishag the Shunammite to Adonijah? Take the kingdom for him in addition, for he
is my older brother, and Abiathar the priest and Joab, the son of Zeruiah, are on his side.
23 Then King Solomon took an oath by the Lord, saying, May God's punishment be on me
if Adonijah does not give payment for these words with his life. 24Now by the living Lord,
who has given me my place on the seat of David my father, and made me one of a line of
kings, as he gave me his word, truly Adonijah will be put to death this day. 25 And King
Solomon sent Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, and he made an attack on him and put him to
death. 26And to Abiathar the priest the king said, Go to Anathoth, to your fields; for death
would be your right reward; but I will not put you to death now, because you took up the
ark of the LordGodbeforeDavidmy father, and youwerewith him in all his troubles. 27So
Solomon let Abiathar be priest no longer, so that hemightmake theword of the Lord come
true which he said about the sons of Eli in Shiloh. 28 And news of this came to Joab; for
Joab had been one of Adonijah's supporters, though he had not been on Absalom's side.
Then Joabwent in flight to the Tent of the Lord, and put his hands on the horns of the altar.
29And they said to King Solomon, Joab has gone in flight to the Tent of the Lord and is by
the altar. Then Solomon sent Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, saying, Go, make an attack on
him. 30And Benaiah came to the Tent of the Lord and said to him, The king says, Come out.
And he said, No; but let death come to me here. And Benaiah went back to the king and
gave himword of the answerwhich Joab had given. 31And the king said, Do as he has said
and make an attack on him there, and put his body into the earth; so that you may take
away from me and from my family the blood of one put to death by Joab without cause.
32And the Lordwill send back his blood on his head, because of the attack hemade on two
menmore upright and better than himself, putting them to the swordwithoutmy father's
knowledge; even Abner, the son of Ner, captain of the army of Israel, and Amasa, the son
of Jether, captain of the army of Judah. 33 So their blood will be on the head of Joab, and
on the head of his seed for ever; but for David and his seed and his family and the seat of
his kingdom, therewill be peace for ever from the Lord. 34So Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada,
went up, and falling on him, put him to death; and his body was put to rest in his house
in the waste land. 35And the king put Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, in his place over the
army; and Zadok the priest he put in the place of Abiathar. 36Then the king sent for Shimei,
and said to him, Make a house for yourself in Jerusalem and keep there and go to no other
place. 37 For be certain that on the day when you go out and go over the stream Kidron,
death will overtake you: and your blood will be on your head. 38And Shimei said to the
king, Very well! as my lord the king has said, so will your servant do. And for a long time
Shimei went on living in Jerusalem. 39But after three years, two of the servants of Shimei
went in flight to Achish, son of Maacah, king of Gath. And word was given to Shimei that
his servants had gone to Gath. 40Then Shimei got up, andmaking ready his ass, hewent to
Gath, to Achish, in search of his servants; and he sent and got them fromGath. 41Andnews
was given to Solomon that Shimei had gone from Jerusalem to Gath and had come back
again. 42 Then the king sent for Shimei, and said to him, Did I not make you take an oath
by the Lord, protesting to you and saying, Be certain that on the daywhen you go out from
here, wherever you go, death will overtake you? and you said to me, Very well! 43Why
then have you not kept the oath of the Lord and the order which I gave you? 44 And the
king said to Shimei, You have knowledge of all the evil which you did to David my father;
and now the Lord has sent back your evil on yourself. 45 But a blessing will be on King
Solomon, and the kingdom of David will keep its place before the Lord for ever. 46 So the
king gave orders to Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada; and he went out and, falling on him, put
him to death. And Solomon's authority over the kingdomwas complete.
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3
1Solomonbecame the son-in-lawofPharaoh, kingof Egypt, and tookPharaoh's daughter

as hiswife, keepingher in the townofDavid, till the house hewas building for himself, and
the house of the Lord and the wall round Jerusalem, were complete. 2But all this time the
people were making their offerings in the high places, because no house had been put up
to the name of the Lord till those days. 3 And Solomon, in his love for the Lord, kept the
laws of David his father; but he made offerings and let them go up in smoke on the high
places. 4And the kingwent to Gibeon tomake an offering there, because thatwas the chief
high place: it was Solomon's way to make a thousand burned offerings on that altar. 5 In
Gibeon, Solomon had a vision of the Lord in a dream by night; and God said to him, Say
what I am to give you. 6And Solomon said, Great was your mercy to David my father, as
his life before you was true and upright and his heart was true to you; and you have kept
for him this greatest mercy, a son to take his place this day. 7 And now, O Lord my God,
you have made your servant king in the place of David my father; and I am only a young
boy, with no knowledge of how to go out or come in. 8And your servant has round him the
people of your selection, a people so great that theymay not be numbered, and no account
of them may be given. 9 Give your servant, then, a wise heart for judging your people,
able to see what is good and what evil; for who is able to be the judge of this great people?
10Now these words and Solomon's request were pleasing to the Lord. 11And God said to
him, Because your request is for this thing, and not for long life for yourself or for wealth
or for the destruction of your haters, but for wisdom to be a judge of causes; 12 I have done
as you said: I have given you awise and far-seeing heart, so that there has never been your
equal in the past, and never will there be any like you in the future. 13Andwith this I have
givenyouwhat youmadeno request for: wealth andhonour, so that nokingwas ever your
equal. 14And if you go on inmyways, keepingmy laws andmyorders as your fatherDavid
did, I will give you a long life. 15And Solomon, awakening, saw that it was a dream; then
he came to Jerusalem,where hewent before the ark of the agreement of the Lord, offering
burned offerings and peace-offerings; and hemade a feast for all his servants. 16Then two
loose women of the town came and took their places before the king; 17And one of them
said, O my lord, I and this woman are living in the same house; and I gave birth to a child
by her side in the house. 18And three days after the birth of my child, this woman had a
child: we were together, no other-person was with us in the house but we two only. 19 In
the night, this woman, sleeping on her child, was the cause of its death. 20And she got up
in themiddle of the night and tookmy son frommy side while your servant was sleeping;
and she took it in her arms and put her dead child inmy arms. 21Andwhen I got up to give
my child the breast, I saw that it was dead; but in the morning, looking at it with care, I
saw that it was notmy son. 22And the other woman said, No; but the living child is my son
and the dead one yours. But the first said, No; the dead child is your son and the living one
mine. So they kept on talking before the king. 23 Then the king said, One says, The living
child is my son, and yours is the dead: and the other says, Not so; but your son is the dead
one andmine is the living. 24Then he said, Get me a sword. So they went and put a sword
before the king. 25And the king said, Let the living child be cut in two and one half given
to one woman and one to the other. 26 Then the mother of the living child came forward,
for her heart went out to her son, and she said, Omy lord, give her the child; do not on any
account put it to death. But the other woman said, It will not be mine or yours; let it be
cut in two. 27Then the king made answer and said, Give her the child, and do not put it to
death; she is the mother of it. 28And news of this decision which the king had made went
through all Israel; and they had fear of the king, for they saw that the wisdom of God was
in him to give decisions.

4
1Now Solomon was king over all Israel. 2 And these were his chief men: Azariah, the

son of Zadok, was the priest; 3 Elihoreph and Ahijah, the sons of Shisha, were scribes;
Jehoshaphat, the son of Ahilud, was the recorder; 4Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, was head
of the army; Zadok and Abiathar were priests; 5 Azariah, the son of Nathan, was over
those in authority in the different divisions of the country; Zabud, the son of Nathan, was
priest and the king's friend; 6 Ahishar was controller of the king's house; Adoniram, the
son of Abda, was overseer of the forced work. 7And Solomon put twelve overseers over
all Israel, to be responsible for the stores needed for the king and those of his house; every
man was responsible for one month in the year. 8And these are their names: ... the son
of Hur in the hill country of Ephraim; 9 ... the son of Deker in Makaz and Shaalbim and
Beth-shemesh and Elonbeth-hanan; 10 ... the son of Hesed in Arubboth; Socoh and all the
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land of Hepher were under his control; 11 ... the son of Abinadab in all Naphath-dor; his
wife was Taphath, the daughter of Solomon. 12 Baana, the son of Ahilud, in Taanach and
Megiddo, and all Beth-shean which is by the side of Zarethan, under Jezreel, from Beth-
shean to Abel-meholah, as far as the far side of Jokmeam; 13 ... the son of Geber in Ramoth-
gilead; he had the towns of Jair, the son of Manasseh, which are in Gilead, and the country
of Argob, which is in Bashan, sixty great towns with walls and locks of brass. 14Ahinadab,
the son of Iddo, in Mahanaim; 15Ahimaaz in Naphtali; he took Basemath, the daughter of
Solomon, as his wife; 16Baana, the son of Hushai, in Asher and Aloth; 17 Jehoshaphat, the
son of Paruah, in Issachar; 18Shimei, the son of Ela, in Benjamin; 19Geber, the son of Uri, in
the land of Gilead, the country of Sihon, king of the Amorites, and Og, king of Bashan; and
one overseer had authority over all the overseerswhowere in the land. 20 Judah and Israel
were as great innumber as the sandby the seaside, and they took their foodanddrinkwith
joy in their hearts. 21And Solomon was ruler over all the kingdoms from the River to the
land of the Philistines, and as far as the edge of Egypt; men gave him offerings and were
his servants all the days of his life. 22And the amount of Solomon's food for one day was
thirty measures of crushed grain and sixty measures of meal; 23 Ten fat oxen and twenty
oxen from the fields, and a hundred sheep, in addition to harts and gazelles and roes and
fat fowls. 24Forhehadauthority over all the country on this side of theRiver, fromTiphsah
to Gaza, over all the kings on this side of the River; and he had peace round him on every
side. 25 So Judah and Israel were living safely, every man under his vine and his fig-tree,
fromDan as far as Beer-sheba, all the days of Solomon. 26And Solomon had four thousand
boxed-off spaces for horses for his carriages, and twelve thousand horsemen. 27And those
overseers, every man in his month, saw that food was produced for Solomon and all his
guests, they took care thatnothingwasoverlooked. 28And they tookgrainanddrygrass for
the horses and the carriage-horses, to the right place, everyman as hewas ordered. 29And
God gave Solomon a great store of wisdom and good sense, and a mind of wide range, as
wide as the sand by the seaside. 30And Solomon's wisdomwas greater than thewisdom of
all thepeople of theEast andall thewisdomofEgypt. 31Forhewaswiser thanallmen, even
thanEthan theEzrahite, andHemanandCalcol andDarda, the sons ofMahol; andhehada
greatnameamongall thenations roundabout. 32Hewas themakerof three thousandwise
sayings, and of songs to the number of a thousand and five. 33He made sayings about all
plants, from the cedar in Lebanon to the hyssop hanging on the wall; and about all beasts
and birds and fishes and the small things of the earth. 34 People came from every nation
to give ear to the wisdom of Solomon, from all the kings of the earth who had word of his
wisdom.

5
1 Now Hiram, king of Tyre, hearing that Solomon had been made king in place of his

father, sent his servants to him; for Hiram had ever been a friend to David. 2And Solomon
sent back word to Hiram, saying, 3You have knowledge that Davidmy father was not able
to make a house for the name of the Lord his God, because of the wars which were round
him on every side, till the Lord put all those who were against him under his feet. 4 But
now the Lord my God has given me rest on every side; no one is making trouble, and no
evil is taking place. 5And so it is my purpose to make a house for the name of the Lordmy
God, as he said to David my father, Your son, whom I will make king in your place, will be
the builder of a house for my name. 6 So now, will you have cedar-trees from Lebanon cut
down for me, andmy servants will be with your servants; and I will give you payment for
your servants at whatever rate you say; for it is common knowledge that we have no such
wood-cutters among us as the men of Zidon. 7And these words of Solomon made Hiram
glad, and he said, Now may the Lord be praised who has given to David a wise son to be
king over this great people. 8 Then Hiram sent to Solomon, saying; The words you sent
have been given tome: I will do all your desire in the question of cedar-wood and cypress-
wood. 9My men will take them down from Lebanon to the sea, where I will have them
corded together to go by sea to whatever place you say, and I will have them cut up there
so that you may take them away; as for payment, it will be enough if you give me food for
mypeople. 10SoHiramgaveSolomonall the cedar-woodandcypress-woodhehadneedof;
11AndSolomongaveHiramtwenty thousandmeasures of grain, as food forhis people, and
twenty measures of clear oil; this he did every year. 12Now the Lord had given Solomon
wisdom, as he had said to him; and there was peace between Hiram and Solomon, and
they made an agreement together. 13 Then King Solomon got together men for the forced
work through all Israel, thirty thousand men in number; 14And sent them to Lebanon in
bands of ten thousand every month: for a month they were working in Lebanon and for
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twomonths in their country, andAdoniramwas in control of them. 15Thenhe had seventy
thousand for the work of transport, and eighty thousand stone-cutters in the mountains;
16 In addition to the chiefs of the responsible men put by Solomon to oversee the work,
three thousand and three hundred in authority over the workmen. 17By the king's orders
great stones, stones of high price, were cut out, so that the base of the housemight bemade
of squared stone. 18Solomon's builders andHiram's builders did thework of cutting them,
and put edges on them, and got thewood and the stone ready for the building of the house.

6
1 In the four hundred and eightieth year after the children of Israel came out of the land

of Egypt, in the fourth year that Solomonwas king of Israel, in themonth Ziv, which is the
second month, the building of the Lord's house was started. 2 The house which Solomon
made for the Lord was sixty cubits long, twenty cubits wide and thirty cubits high. 3 The
covered way before the Temple of the house was twenty cubits long, as wide as the house,
and ten cubits wide in front of the house. 4 And for the house he made windows, with
network across. 5And against the walls all round, and against the walls of the Temple and
of the inmost room, he put up wings, with side rooms all round: 6The lowest line of them
being five cubits wide, themiddle six cubits wide and the third seven cubits; for therewas
a space all round the outside walls of the house so that the boards supporting the rooms
did not have to be fixed in the walls of the house. 7 (And the stones used in the building
of the house were squared at the place where they were cut out; there was no sound of
hammer or axe or any iron instrument while they were building the house.) 8 The door
to the lowest side rooms was in the right side of the house; and they went up by twisting
steps into the middle rooms, and from the middle into the third. 9 So he put up the house
and made it complete, roofing it with boards of cedar-wood. 10And he put up the line of
side rooms against the walls of the house, fifteen cubits high, resting against the house on
boards of cedar-wood. 11 (And theword of the Lord came to Solomon, saying, 12About this
house which you are building: if you will keep my laws and give effect to my decisions
and be guided bymy rules, I will give effect to myword which I gave to David your father.
13And I will be ever among the children of Israel, and will not go away from my people.
14 So Solomon made the building of the house complete.) 15 The walls of the house were
covered inside with cedar-wood boards; from the floor to the roof of the house they were
covered inside withwood; and the floorwas coveredwith boards of cypress-wood. 16And
at the back of the house a further space of twenty cubits was shut in with boards of cedar-
wood, for the inmost room. 17And the house, that is, the Temple, in front of the holy place
was forty cubits long. 18 (All the inside of the house was cedar-wood, ornamented with
designs of buds and flowers; no stonework was to be seen inside.) 19And he made ready
an inmost room in themiddle of the house, in which to put the ark of the agreement of the
Lord. 20And the inmost roomwas twenty cubits squareand twenty cubitshigh, platedover
with clear gold, and he made an altar of cedar-wood, plating it with gold. 21 Solomon had
all the inside of the house covered with gold, and he put chains of gold across in front of
the inmost room, which itself was coveredwith gold. 22Plates of goldwere put all through
the house till it was covered completely (and the altar in the inmost roomwas all covered
with gold). 23 In the inmost room he made two winged beings of olive-wood, ten cubits
high; 24With outstretched wings five cubits wide; the distance from the edge of one wing
to the edge of the other was ten cubits. 25The twowinged ones were ten cubits high, of the
same size and form. 26The two of them were ten cubits high. 27These were placed inside
the inner house, their outstretched wings touching the walls of the house, one touching
one wall and one the other, while their other wings were touching in the middle. 28These
winged ones were plated over with gold. 29And all the walls of the house inside and out
were ornamentedwith forms ofwinged ones and palm-trees and open flowers. 30And the
floor of the house was covered with gold, inside and out. 31 For the way into the inmost
room he made doors of olive-wood, the arch and the door supports forming a five-sided
opening. 32On the olive-wood doors were cut designs of winged ones and palm-trees and
openflowers, all of them,with the doors, platedwith gold. 33Thenhemade pillars of olive-
wood for the way into the Temple; the pillars were square: 34 And two folding doors of
cypress-wood, with two leaves. 35 These were ornamented with designs of winged ones
and palm-trees and openflowers, plated overwith gold. 36And the inner spacewaswalled
with three lines of squared stones and a line of cedar-wood boards. 37 In the fourth year
the base of the house was put in its place, in the month Ziv. 38And in the eleventh year, in
themonth Bul, which is the eighthmonth, the building of the housewas complete in every
detail, as it had been designed. So he was seven years building it.
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7
1 Solomon was thirteen years building a house for himself till it was complete. 2 And

he made the house of the Woods of Lebanon, which was a hundred cubits long and fifty
cubits wide and thirty cubits high, resting on four lines of cedar-wood pillars with cedar-
wood supports on the pillars. 3And it was covered with cedar over the forty-five supports
which were on the pillars, fifteen in a line. 4 There were three lines of window-frames,
window facingwindow in every line. 5And all the doors andwindows had square frames,
with the windows facing one another in three lines. 6 And he made a covered room of
pillars, fifty cubits long and thirty cubits wide, and ... with steps before it. 7Then he made
a covered room for his high seat when he gave decisions; this was the covered room of
judging; it was covered with cedar-wood from floor to roof. 8And the house for his living-
place, the other open square in the covered room, was made in the same way. And then
hemade a house like it for Pharaoh's daughter, whom Solomon had taken as his wife. 9All
these buildingsweremade, inside andout, frombase to crowning stone, andoutside to the
greatwalled square, of highly priced stone, cut to different sizeswith cutting-instruments.
10And the basewas of greatmasses of highly priced stone, some ten cubits and some eight
cubits square. 11 Overhead were highly priced stones cut to measure, and cedar-wood.
12 The great outer square all round was walled with three lines of squared stones and a
line of cedar-wood boards, round about the open square inside the house of the Lord and
the covered roomof the king's house. 13ThenKing Solomon sent and gotHiram fromTyre.
14He was the son of a widow of the tribe of Naphtali, and his father was a man of Tyre, a
worker in brass; he was full of wisdom and knowledge and an expert worker in brass. He
came to King Solomon and did all his work for him. 15He it was who made the two brass
pillars; the first pillar was eighteen cubits high, and a line of twelve cubits went round
it; and the second was the same. 16And he made the two crowns to be put on the tops of
the pillars, of brass made soft in the fire; the crowns were five cubits high. 17 There were
nets of open-work for the crowns on the tops of the pillars, a net of open-work for one and
a net of open-work for the other. 18 And he made ornaments of apples; and two lines of
apples all round over the network, covering the crowns of the pillars, the two crowns in
the same way. 19 The crowns on the tops of the pillars were ornamented with a design of
flowers, and were four cubits across. 20 And there were crowns on the two pillars near
the round part by the network, and there were two hundred apples in lines round every
crown. 21He put up the pillars at the doorway of the Temple, naming the one on the right
Jachin, and that on the left Boaz. 22The tops of the pillars had a design of flowers; and the
work of making the pillars was complete. 23And he made a great metal water-vessel ten
cubits across from edge to edge, five cubits high and thirty cubits round. 24And under the
edge of it, circling it all round for ten cubits, were two lines of flower buds, made together
with it from liquidmetal. 25 It was supported on twelve oxen, with their back parts turned
to the middle of it, three of them facing to the north, three to the west, three to the south,
and three to the east; the vessel was resting on top of them. 26 It was as thick as a man's
openhand, andwas curved like the edge of a cup, like the flower of a lily: it would take two
thousand baths. 27 And he made ten wheeled bases of brass; every one four cubits long,
four cubitswide, and three cubits high. 28And the basesweremade in thisway; their sides
were square, fixed in a framework; 29And on the square sides between the frames were
lions, oxen, andwingedones; and the sameon the frame; andover andunder the lions and
the oxen and the winged ones were steps. 30Every base had four wheels of brass, turning
on brass rods, and their four angles had angle-plates under them; the angle-plates under
the base were of metal, and there were ornaments at the side of every one. 31 The mouth
of it inside the angle-plate was one cubit across; it was round like a pillar, a cubit and a
half across; it had designs cut on it; the sides were square, not round. 32 The four wheels
were under the frames, and the rods onwhich thewheels were fixedwere in the base; the
wheels were a cubit and a half high. 33 The wheels were made like carriage-wheels, the
rods on which they were fixed, the parts forming their edges, their rods and the middle
points of them, were all formed out of liquid metal. 34 And there were four angle-plates
at the four angles of every base, forming part of the structure of the base. 35 And at the
top of the base there was a round vessel, half a cubit high; 36 In the spaces of the flat sides
and on the frames of them, he made designs of winged ones, lions, and palm-trees, with
ornamented edges all round. 37 All the ten bases were made in this way, after the same
design, of the same size and form. 38 And he made ten brass washing-vessels, everyone
taking forty baths, and measuring four cubits; one vessel was placed on every one of the
ten bases. 39And he put the bases by the house, five on the right side and five on the left;
and he put the great water-vessel on the right side of the house, to the east, facing south.
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40And Hiram made the pots and spades and the basins. So Hiram came to the end of all
the work he did for King Solomon in the house of the Lord: 41The two pillars and the two
cups of the crowns which were on the tops of the two pillars; and the network covering
the two cups of the crowns on the tops of the pillars, 42And the four hundred apples for
the network, two lines of apples for every network, covering the two cups of the crowns
on the pillars; 43And the ten bases, with the ten washing-vessels on them; 44And the great
water-vessel, with the twelve oxen under it; 45And the pots and the spades and the basins;
all the vessels which Hiram made for King Solomon, for the house of the Lord, were of
polished brass. 46Hemade themof liquidmetal in the lowland of Jordan, at theway across
the river, at Adama, between Succoth and Zarethan. 47The weight of all these vessels was
not measured, because there was such a number of them; it was not possible to get the
weight of the brass. 48 And Solomon had all the vessels made for use in the house of the
Lord: the altar of gold and the gold table on which the holy bread was placed; 49And the
supports for the lights, five on the right side and five on the left before the inmost room, of
clear gold; and the flowers and the lights and all the instruments of gold; 50And the cups
and the scissors and the basins and the spoons and the fire-trays, all of gold; and the pins
on which the doors were turned, the doors of the inner house, the most holy place, and
the doors of the Temple, all of gold. 51So all the work King Solomon had done in the house
of the Lord was complete. Then Solomon took the holy things which David his father had
given, the silver and the gold and all the vessels, and put them in the store-houses of the
house of the Lord.

8
1Then Solomon sent for all the responsiblemen of Israel, and all the chiefs of the tribes,

and the heads of families of the children of Israel, to come to him in Jerusalem to take the
ark of the Lord's agreement up out of the town of David, which is Zion. 2And all the men
of Israel came together to King Solomon at the feast, in the month Ethanim, the seventh
month. 3And all the responsiblemen of Israel came, and the priests took up the ark. 4They
took up the ark of the Lord, and the Tent ofmeeting, and all the holy vessels whichwere in
the Tent; all these the priests and the Levites took up. 5And King Solomon and all themen
of Israel who had come together there, were with him before the ark, making offerings
of sheep and oxen more than might be numbered. 6 And the priests took the ark of the
agreement of the Lord and put it in its place in the inner room of the house, in the most
holy place, under the wings of the winged ones. 7 For their wings were outstretched over
the place where the ark was, covering the ark and its rods. 8 The rods were so long that
their ends were seen from the holy place, in front of the inmost room; but they were not
seen from outside: and there they are to this day. 9 There was nothing in the ark but the
two flat stones which Moses put there at Horeb, where the Lord made an agreement with
the children of Israel when they came out of the land of Egypt. 10Now when the priests
had come out of the holy place, the house of the Lord was full of the cloud, 11 So that the
priests were not able to keep their places to do their work because of the cloud, for the
house of the Lordwas full of the glory of the Lord. 12Then Solomon said, O Lord, to the sun
you have given the heaven for a living-place, but your living-place was not seen by men;
13 So I have made for you a living-place, a house in which you may be for ever present.
14 Then, turning his face about, the king gave a blessing to all the men of Israel; and they
were all on their feet together. 15And he said, Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, who
himself gave his word to David my father, and with his strong hand has made his word
come true, saying, 16 From the day when I took my people Israel out of Egypt, no town
in all the tribes of Israel has been marked out by me for the building of a house for the
resting-place of my name; but I made selection of David to be king over my people Israel.
17Now it was in the heart of David my father to put up a house for the name of the Lord,
the God of Israel. 18But the Lord said to Davidmy father, You didwell to have in your heart
the desire to make a house for my name; 19But you yourself will not be the builder of my
house; but your son, the offspring of your body, he it is who will put up a house for my
name. 20And the Lord has made his word come true; for I have taken my father David's
place on the seat of the kingdom of Israel, as the Lord gave his word; and I have made a
house for the name of the Lord, the God of Israel. 21 In it I have made a place for the ark,
in which is the agreement which the Lord made with our fathers, when he took them out
of the land of Egypt. 22 Then Solomon took his place before the altar of the Lord, all the
men of Israel being present, and stretching out his hands to heaven, 23 Said, O Lord, the
God of Israel, there is no God like you in heaven or on the earth; keeping faith and mercy
unchanging for your servants, while they go in your ways with all their hearts. 24And you
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have kept the word which you gave to your servant David, my father; with your mouth
you said it and with your hand you have made it come true this day. 25 So now, O Lord,
the God of Israel, let your word to your servant David, my father, come true, when you
said, Youwill never be without aman to take his place on the seat of the kingdom of Israel
before me, if only your children give attention to their ways, walking before me as you
have done. 26 So now, O God of Israel, it is my prayer that you will make your word come
true which you said to your servant David, my father. 27 But is it truly possible that God
may be housed on earth? see, heaven and the heaven of heavens are not wide enough to
be your resting-place; howmuch less this house which I havemade! 28 Still, let your heart
be turned to the prayer of your servant, O LordGod, and to his prayer for grace; give ear to
the cry and the prayer which your servant sends up to you this day; 29That your eyesmay
be open to this house night and day, to this place of which you have said, My name will
be there; hearing the prayer which your servant may make, turning to this place. 30Give
ear to the prayers of your servant, and the prayers of your people Israel, when they make
their prayers, turning to this place; give ear in heaven your living-place, andhearing, have
mercy. 31 If a man does wrong to his neighbour, and has to take an oath, and comes before
your altar to take his oath in this house: 32Then let your ear be open in heaven, and be the
judge of your servants, giving your decision against thewrongdoer, so that punishment for
his sinsmay come on his head; and, by your decision, keeping from evil himwho has done
no wrong. 33When your people Israel are overcome in war, because of their sin against
you; if they are turned to you again, honouring your name, making prayers to you and
requesting your grace in this house: 34 Then give ear in heaven, and let the sin of your
people Israel have forgiveness, and take them back again into the land which you gave to
their fathers. 35When heaven is shut up and there is no rain, because of their sin against
you; if they make prayers with their faces turned to this place, honouring your name and
turning away from their sin when you send trouble on them: 36 Then give ear in heaven,
so that the sin of your servants, and of your people Israel, may have forgiveness, when
you make clear to them the good way in which they are to go; and send rain on your land
which you have given to your people for their heritage. 37 If there is no food in the land,
or if there is disease, or if the fruits of the earth are damaged through heat or water, locust
or worm; if their towns are shut in by their attackers; whatever trouble, whatever disease
there may be: 38Whatever prayer or request for your grace is made by any man, or by
all your people Israel, whatever his trouble may be, whose hands are stretched out to this
house: 39 Give ear in heaven your living-place, acting in mercy; and give to every man
whose secret heart is open to you, the reward of all his ways; for you, and you only, have
knowledge of the hearts of all the children of men: 40 So that they may give you worship
all the days of their life in the land which you gave to our fathers. 41And as for the man
from a strange land, who is not of your people Israel; when he comes from a far country
because of the glory of yourname: 42 (For theywill havenews of your great nameandyour
strong hand and your out-stretched arm;) when he comes to make his prayer, turning to
thishouse: 43Giveear inheavenyour living-place, andgivehimhisdesire,whatever itmay
be; so that all the peoples of the earthmayhaveknowledge of yourname,worshipping you
as do your people Israel, and that theymay see that this house which I have put up is truly
named by your name. 44 If your people go out to war against their attackers, by whatever
way you may send them, if they make their prayer to the Lord, turning their faces to this
town of yours and to this housewhich I havemade for your name: 45Give ear in heaven to
their prayer and their cry for grace, and see right done to them. 46 If they dowrong against
you, (for no man is without sin,) and you are angry with them and give them up into the
power of those who are fighting against them, so that they take them away as prisoners
into a strange land, far off or near; 47And if they take thought, in the land where they are
prisoners, and are turned again to you, crying out in prayer to you in that land, and saying,
We are sinners, we have done wrong, we have done evil; 48And with all their heart and
soul are turned again to you, in the land of thosewho took themprisoners, andmake their
prayer to you, turning their eyes to this land which you gave to their fathers, and to the
town which you took for yourself, and the house which I made for your name: 49 Then
give ear to their prayer and to their cry in heaven your living-place, and see right done
to them; 50Answeringwith forgiveness the people who have donewrong against you, and
overlooking the evilwhich theyhavedoneagainst you; let thosewhomade themprisoners
bemoved with pity for them, and have pity on them; 51For they are your people and your
heritage, which you took out of Egypt, out of the iron fireplace; 52 Let your eyes be open
to your servant's prayer for grace and to the prayer of your people Israel, hearing them
when their cry comes to you. 53 For you made them separate from all the peoples of the
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earth, to be your heritage, as you said by Moses your servant, when you took our fathers
out of Egypt, O Lord God. 54Then Solomon, aftermaking all these prayers and requests for
grace to the Lord, got up from his knees before the altar of the Lord, where his hands had
been stretched out in prayer to heaven; 55And, getting on his feet, he gave a blessing to all
themen of Israel, sayingwith a loud voice, 56Praise be to the Lordwhohas given rest to his
people Israel, as he gave them his word to do; every word of all his oath, which he gave by
the hand of Moses his servant, has come true. 57Nowmay the Lord our God be with us as
hewaswith our fathers; let himnever go away fromus or give us up; 58Turning our hearts
to himself, guidingus to go in all hisways, to keephis orders andhis laws andhis decisions,
which he gave to our fathers. 59And may these my words, the words of my prayer to the
Lord, bebefore theLordourGoddayandnight, so that hemay see right done tohis servant
and to his people Israel, day by day as we have need. 60 So that all the peoples of the earth
may see that the Lord is God, and there is no other. 61 Then let your hearts be without sin
before the Lord our God, walking in his laws and keeping his orders as at this day. 62Now
the king, and all Israel with him, were making offerings before the Lord. 63And Solomon
gave to theLord for peace-offerings, twenty-two thousandoxenandahundredand twenty
thousandsheep. So thekingandall the childrenof Israel kept the feast of theopeningof the
Lord's house. 64The same day the kingmade holy themiddle of the open square in front of
the house of the Lord, offering there the burned offering and themeal offering and the fat
of the peace-offerings; for therewas not roomon the brass altar of the Lord for the burned
offerings and the meal offerings and the fat of the peace-offerings. 65 So Solomon and all
Israel with him, a very greatmeeting, (for the people had come together from theway into
Hamath to the river of Egypt,) kept the feast at that time before the Lord our God, for two
weeks, even fourteen days. 66And on the eighth day he sent the people away, and, blessing
the king, theywent to their tents full of joy and glad in their hearts, because of all the good
which the Lord had done to David his servant and to Israel his people.

9
1Now when Solomon came to the end of building the house of the Lord and the king's

house, and all Solomon's desires, which he had in mind were effected; 2The Lord came to
him again in a vision, as he had done at Gibeon; 3And the Lord said to him, Your prayers
and your requests for grace have come tomy ears: I havemade holy this housewhich you
havemade, and Ihaveputmyname there for ever;myeyesandmyheartwill be thereat all
times. 4As for you, if youwill go onyourwaybeforeme, asDavid your fatherdid, uprightly
and with a true heart, doing what I have given you orders to do, keeping my laws and my
decisions; 5Then I will make the seat of your rule over Israel certain for ever, as I gavemy
word toDavidyour father, saying, Youwill neverbewithout aman tobeking in Israel. 6But
if you are turned frommyways, you or your children, and do not keepmy orders andmy
laws which I have put before you, but go andmake yourselves servants to other gods and
give themworship: 7Then Iwill have Israel cut off from the landwhich I have given them;
and this house, which I have made holy for myself, I will put away from before my eyes;
and Israel will be a public example, and a word of shame among all peoples. 8 And this
house will become a mass of broken walls, and everyone who goes by will be overcome
with wonder at it and make whistling sounds; and they will say, Why has the Lord done
so to this land and to this house? 9 And their answer will be, Because they were turned
away from the Lord their God, who took their fathers out of the land of Egypt; they took
for themselves other gods and gave themworship and became their servants: that is why
the Lord has sent all this evil on them. 10Now at the end of twenty years, in which time
Solomon had put up the two houses, the house of the Lord and the king's house, 11 (Hiram,
king of Tyre, had given Solomon cedar-trees and cypress-trees and gold, asmuch as he had
need of,) King Solomon gaveHiram twenty towns in the land of Galilee. 12ButwhenHiram
came from Tyre to see the towns which Solomon had given him, he was not pleased with
them. 13And he said, What sort of towns are these which you have givenme, my brother?
So they were named the land of Cabul, to this day. 14And Hiram sent the king a hundred
and twenty talents of gold. 15Now, this was the way of Solomon's system of forced work
for the building of the Lord's house and of the king's house, and the Millo and the wall
of Jerusalem and Megiddo and Gezer. ... 16 Pharaoh, king of Egypt, came and took Gezer,
burning it down and putting to death the Canaanites living in the town, and he gave it for
a bride-offering to his daughter, Solomon's wife. ... 17 ... and Solomon was the builder of
Gezer and Beth-horon the lower, 18And Baalath and Tamar in the waste land, in that land;
19 And all the store-towns and the towns which Solomon had for his war-carriages and
for his horsemen, and everything which it was his pleasure to put up in Jerusalem and in
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Lebanonand inall the landunderhis rule. 20As for the rest of theAmorites, theHittites, the
Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, whowere not children of Israel; 21Their children
who were still in the land, and whom the children of Israel had not been able to put to
complete destruction, them did Solomon put to forced work, to this day. 22 But Solomon
did not put the children of Israel to forced work; they were the men of war, his servants,
his captains, and his chiefs, captains of his war-carriages and of his horsemen. 23 These
were the chiefs of the overseers of Solomon's work, five hundred and fifty, in authority
over the peoplewho did thework. 24At that time Solomonmade Pharaoh's daughter come
up from the town of David to the house which he had made for her: then he made the
Millo. 25Three times in the year it was Solomon's way to give burned offerings and peace-
offerings on the altar hehadmade to theLord, causinghisfire-offering to goupon the altar
before the Lord. 26And King Solomon made a sea-force of ships in Ezion-geber, by Eloth,
on the Red Sea, in the land of Edom. 27Hiram sent his servants, who were experienced
seamen, in the sea-force with Solomon's men. 28And they came to Ophir, where they got
four hundred and twenty talents of gold, and took it back to King Solomon.

10
1Nowthequeenof Sheba, hearinggreat thingsof Solomon, came toputhiswisdomto the

test with hard questions. 2And she came to Jerusalemwith a very great train, with camels
weighted downwith spices, and stores of gold and jewels: andwhen she came to Solomon
she had talk with him of everything in her mind. 3And Solomon gave her answers to all
her questions; therewasno secretwhich thekingdidnotmake clear toher. 4Andwhen the
queen of Sheba had seen all the wisdom of Solomon, and the house which he had made,
5And the foodat his table, andall his servants seated there, and thosewhowerewaiting on
him in their places, and their robes, andhiswine-servants, and theburnedofferingswhich
hemade in thehouse of the Lord, therewasnomore spirit in her. 6And she said to the king,
The accountwhichwas given tome inmy country of your acts and yourwisdomwas true.
7But I had no faith in what was said about you, till I came and saw for myself; and now I
see that itwas not half the story; yourwisdomandyourwealth aremuch greater than they
said. 8Happy are your wives, happy are these your servants whose place is ever before
you, hearing your words of wisdom. 9May the Lord your God be praised, whose pleasure
it was to put you on the seat of the kingdom of Israel; because the Lord's love for Israel is
eternal, hehasmadeyouking, to be their judge in righteousness. 10And she gave theking a
hundred and twenty talents of gold, and a great store of spices and jewels: never againwas
such a wealth of spices seen as that which the queen of Sheba gave King Solomon. 11And
the sea-force of Hiram, in addition to gold fromOphir, came backwithmuch sandal-wood
and jewels. 12And from the sandal-wood the king made pillars for the house of the Lord,
and for the king's house, and instruments of music for the makers of melody: never has
such sandal-wood been seen to this day. 13And King Solomon gave the queen of Sheba all
her desire, whatever shemade request for, in addition towhat he gave her freely from the
impulse of his heart. So she went back to her country, she and her servants. 14Now the
weight of gold which came to Solomon in one year was six hundred and sixty-six talents;
15 In addition to what came to him from the business of the traders, and from all the kings
of the Arabians, and from the rulers of the country. 16 And Solomon made two hundred
body-covers of hammered gold, every one having six hundred shekels of gold in it. 17And
hemade three hundred smaller body-covers of hammered gold, with three pounds of gold
in every cover: and the king put them in the house of the Woods of Lebanon. 18 Then the
king made a great ivory seat, plated with the best gold. 19There were six steps going up to
it, and the top of it was round at the back, therewere arms on the two sides of the seat, and
two lions by the side of the arms; 20And twelve lions were placed on the one side and on
the other side on the six steps: there was nothing like it in any kingdom. 21And all King
Solomon's drinking-vessels were of gold, and all the vessels of the house of the Woods of
Lebanon were of the best gold; not one was of silver, for no one gave a thought to silver
in the days of King Solomon. 22 For the king had Tarshish-ships at sea with the ships of
Hiram; once every three years the Tarshish-ships camewith gold and silver and ivory and
monkeys and peacocks. 23 And King Solomon was greater than all the kings of the earth
in wealth and in wisdom. 24And from all over the earth they came to see Solomon and to
give ear to his wisdom, which God had put in his heart. 25 And everyone took with him
an offering, vessels of silver and vessels of gold, and robes, and coats of metal, and spices,
and horses, and beasts of transport, regularly year by year. 26And Solomon got together
war-carriages and horsemen; he had one thousand, four hundred carriages and twelve
thousand horsemen, whomhe kept, some in the carriage-towns and somewith the king at



1 Kings 10:27 250 1 Kings 11:33

Jerusalem. 27And the king made silver as common as stones in Jerusalem and cedars like
the sycamore-trees of the lowlands in number. 28And Solomon's horses came from Egypt
and from Kue; the king's traders got them at a price from Kue. 29Awar-carriage might be
got from Egypt for six hundred shekels of silver, and a horse for a hundred and fifty; they
got them at the same rate for all the kings of the Hittites and the kings of Aram.

11
1 Now a number of strange women were loved by Solomon, women of the Moabites,

Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, andHittites: 2The nations of which the Lord had said to
the children of Israel, You are not to take wives from them and they are not to take wives
from you; or theywill certainlymake you go after their gods: to these Solomonwas united
in love. 3Hehad sevenhundredwives, daughters of kings, and three hundred otherwives;
and through his wives his heart was turned away. 4For it came about that when Solomon
was old, his heart was turned away to other gods by hiswives; and his heart was no longer
true to the Lord his God as the heart of his fatherDavid had been. 5For Solomonwent after
Ashtoreth, the goddess of the Zidonians, andMilcom, the disgusting god of theAmmonites.
6 And Solomon did evil in the eyes of the Lord, not walking in the Lord's ways with all
his heart as David his father did. 7 Then Solomon put up a high place for Chemosh, the
disgusting god of Moab, in themountain before Jerusalem, and for Molech, the disgusting
god worshipped by the children of Ammon. 8And so he did for all his strange wives, who
made offerings with burning of perfumes to their gods. 9 And the Lord was angry with
Solomon, because his heart was turned away from the Lord, the God of Israel, who had
twice come to him in a vision; 10And had given him orders about this very thing, that he
was not to go after other gods; but he did not keep the orders of the Lord. 11 So the Lord
said to Solomon, Because you have done this, and have not kept my agreement and my
laws, which I gave you, I will take the kingdom away from you by force and will give it to
your servant. 12 Iwill not do it in your life-time, becauseof your fatherDavid, but Iwill take
it from your son. 13Still I will not take all the kingdom fromhim; but I will give one tribe to
your son, becauseofmyservantDavid, andbecauseof Jerusalem, the townofmyselection.
14 So the Lord sent Hadad the Edomite to make trouble for Solomon: he was of the king's
seed in Edom. 15 And when David had sent destruction on Edom, and Joab, the captain
of the army, had gone to put the dead into the earth, and had put to death every male in
Edom; 16 (For Joab and all Israel were there six months till every male in Edom had been
cut off;) 17Hadad, being still a young boy, went in flight to Egypt, with certain Edomites,
servants of his father; 18 And they went on from Midian and came to Paran; and, taking
men from Paran with them, they came to Egypt, to Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who gave him
a house and gave orders for his food and gave him land. 19NowHadad was very pleasing
to Pharaoh, so that he gave him the sister of his wife, Tahpenes the queen, for his wife.
20 And the sister of Tahpenes had a son by him, Genubath, whom Tahpenes took care of
in Pharaoh's house; and Genubath was living in Pharaoh's house among Pharaoh's sons.
21Now when Hadad had news in Egypt that David had been put to rest with his fathers,
and that Joab, the captain of the army, was dead, he said to Pharaoh, Send me back to my
country. 22ButPharaoh said tohim,Whathaveyoubeen short ofwhile youhavebeenwith
me, that you are desiring to go back to your country? And he said, Nothing; but even so,
send me back. 23And God sent another trouble-maker, Rezon, the son of Eliada, who had
gone in flight from his lord, Hadadezer, king of Zobah: 24He got some men together and
made himself captain of a band of outlaws; andwent to Damascus and became king there.
25Hewas a trouble to Israel all through the days of Solomon. And this is the damageHadad
did: he was cruel to Israel while he was ruler over Edom. 26 And there was Jeroboam,
the son of Nebat, an Ephraimite from Zeredah, a servant of Solomon, whose mother was
Zeruah, a widow; and his hand was lifted up against the king. 27 The way in which his
hand came to be lifted up against the king was this: Solomon was building the Millo and
making good the damaged parts of the town of his father David; 28And Jeroboam was an
able and responsible man; and Solomon saw that he was a good worker and made him
overseer of all the work given to the sons of Joseph. 29Now at that time, when Jeroboam
was going out of Jerusalem, the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite came across him on the road;
now Ahijah had put on a new robe; and the two of them were by themselves in the open
country. 30 And Ahijah took his new robe in his hands, parting it violently into twelve.
31And he said to Jeroboam, Take ten of the parts, for this is what the Lord has said: See, I
will take the kingdom away from Solomon by force, and will give ten tribes to you; 32 (But
one tribe will be his, because of my servant David, and because of Jerusalem, the town
which, out of all the tribes of Israel, I have made mine,) 33 Because they are turned away
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fromme to the worship of Ashtoreth, the goddess of the Zidonians, and Chemosh, the god
of Moab, and Milcom, the god of the Ammonites; they have not been walking in my ways
or doing what is right inmy eyes or keepingmy laws andmy decisions as his father David
did. 34 But I will not take the kingdom from him; I will let him be king all the days of his
life, because of David my servant, in whom I took delight because he kept my orders and
my laws. 35 But I will take the kingdom from his son, and give it to you. 36And one tribe
I will give to his son, so that David my servant may have a light for ever burning before
me in Jerusalem, the town which I have made mine to put my name there. 37 And you I
will take, and you will be king over Israel, ruling over whatever is the desire of your soul.
38And if you give attention to the orders I give you, walking inmyways and doing what is
right in my eyes and keeping my laws and my orders as David my servant did; then I will
be with you, building up for you a safe house, as I did for David, and I will give Israel to
you. 39 (So that I may send trouble for this on the seed of David, but not for ever.) 40And
Solomonwas looking for a chance to put Jeroboam to death; but hewent in flight to Egypt,
to Shishak, king of Egypt, and was in Egypt till the death of Solomon. 41Now the rest of
the acts of Solomon, and all he did, and his wisdom, are they not recorded in the book of
the acts of Solomon? 42 And the time Solomon was king in Jerusalem over all Israel was
forty years. 43And Solomonwent to rest with his fathers, andwas put into the earth in the
town of David his father: and Solomonwent to restwith his fathers and Rehoboamhis son
became king in his place.

12
1AndRehoboamwent to Shechem,where all Israel had come together tomakehimking,

2And, hearing of it, Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, whowas still in Egypt, where he had gone
in flight from Solomon, and was living there, came back to his town Zeredah, in the hill-
country of Ephraim; 3And all the men of Israel came to Rehoboam and said, 4Your father
put a hard yoke on us: if you will make the conditions under which your father kept us
down less cruel, and the weight of the yoke he put on us less hard, then we will be your
servants. 5And he said to them, Go away for three days and then come back to me again.
So the people went away. 6Then King Rehoboam took the opinion of the oldmenwho had
beenwith Solomon his father when hewas living, and said, In your opinion, what answer
am I to give to this people? 7And they said to him, If you will be a servant to this people
today, caring for themand giving thema gentle answer, then theywill be your servants for
ever. 8But he gave no attention to the opinion of the old men, and went to the young men
of his generationwhowerewaiting before him: 9And said to them,What is your opinion?
What answer arewe to give to this peoplewhohave said tome,Make less theweight of the
yokewhich your father put onus? 10And the youngmenof his generation said to him, This
is the answer to give to the people who came to you saying, Your father put a hard yoke on
us; will youmake it less? say to them, My little finger is thicker thanmy father's body; 11 If
my father put a hard yoke on you, I will make it harder: my father gave you punishment
with whips, but I will give you blows with snakes. 12 So all the people came to Rehoboam
on the thirdday, as the kinghad givenorders, saying, Comeback tome the thirdday. 13And
the king gave them a rough answer, giving no attention to the suggestion of the old men;
14But giving them the answer put forward by the youngmen, saying,My fathermade your
yoke hard, but I will make it harder; my father gave you punishmentwithwhips, but I will
give it with snakes. 15So the king did not give ear to the people; and this came about by the
purpose of the Lord, so that what he had said by Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam, son of
Nebat, might be effected. 16And when all Israel saw that the king would give no attention
to them, the people in answer said to the king, What part have we in David? what is our
heritage in the son of Jesse? to your tents, O Israel; now see to your people, David. So Israel
went away to their tents. 17 (But Rehoboam was still king over those of the children of
Israel whowere living in the towns of Judah.) 18Then King Rehoboam sent Adoniram, the
overseer of the forcedwork; and hewas stoned to death by all Israel. And King Rehoboam
went quickly and got into his carriage to go in flight to Jerusalem. 19 So Israel was turned
away from the family of David to this day. 20Nowwhen all Israel had news that Jeroboam
had come back, they sent for him to come before themeeting of the people, andmade him
king over Israel: not one of them was joined to the family of David but only the tribe of
Judah. 21WhenRehoboam came to Jerusalem, he got together all themen of Judah and the
tribe of Benjamin, a hundred and eighty thousand of his best fighting-men, to make war
against Israel and get the kingdomback forRehoboam, the sonof Solomon. 22But theword
of God came to Shemaiah, theman of God, saying, 23Say to Rehoboam, the son of Solomon,
king of Judah, and to all the men of Judah and Benjamin and the rest of the people: 24The
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Lord has said, You are not to go to war against your brothers, the children of Israel; go
back, every man to his house, because this thing is my purpose. So they gave ear to the
word of the Lord, and went back, as the Lord had said. 25 Then Jeroboammade the town
of Shechem in the hill-country of Ephraim a strong place, and was living there; and from
there he went out and did the same to Penuel. 26And Jeroboam said in his heart, Now the
kingdomwill go back to the family of David: 27 If the people go up tomake offerings in the
house of the Lord at Jerusalem, their heartwill be turned again to their lord, to Rehoboam,
king of Judah; and theywill putme to death and go back to Rehoboam, king of Judah. 28So
after taking thought the king made two oxen of gold; and he said to the people, You have
been going up to Jerusalem long enough; see! these are your gods, O Israel, who took you
out of the land of Egypt. 29 And he put one in Beth-el and the other in Dan. 30 And this
became a sin in Israel; for the people went to give worship to the one at Beth-el, and to the
other at Dan. 31And hemade places for worship at the high places, andmade priests, who
were not Levites, from among all the people. 32And Jeroboam gave orders for a feast in
the eighth month, on the fifteenth day of the month, like the feast which is kept in Judah,
and he went up to the altar. And in the same way, in Beth-el, he gave offerings to the oxen
which he had made, placing in Beth-el the priests of the high places he had made. 33He
went up to the altar he had made in Beth-el on the fifteenth day of the eighth month, the
month fixed by him at his pleasure; and he gave orders for a feast for the people of Israel,
and went up to the altar, and there hemade the smoke of his offerings go up.

13
1 Then a man of God came from Judah by the order of the Lord to Beth-el, where

Jeroboam was by the altar, burning offerings. 2And by the order of the Lord he made an
outcry against the altar, saying, O altar, altar, the Lord has said, From the seed of Davidwill
come a child, named Josiah, and on you he will put to death the priests of the high places,
who are burning offerings on you, andmen's boneswill be burned on you. 3The same day
he gave them a sign, saying, This is the signwhich the Lord has given: See, the altar will be
broken and the burned waste on it overturned. 4 Then the king, hearing the man of God
crying out against the altar at Beth-el, put out his hand from the altar, saying, Take him
prisoner. And his hand, stretched out against him, became dead, and he had no power of
pulling it back. 5And the altarwas broken and the burnedwaste on it overturned; thiswas
the sign which the man of God had given by the word of the Lord. 6 Then the king made
answer and said to theman of God, Make a prayer now for the grace of the Lord your God,
and for me, that my hand may be made well. And in answer to the prayer of the man of
God, the king's hand wasmade well again, as it was before. 7And the king said to theman
of God, Comewithme tomy house for food and rest, and Iwill give you a reward. 8But the
man of God said to the king, Even if you gavemehalf of all you have, I would not go inwith
you, and Iwouldnot take foodor adrink ofwater in this place; 9For so Iwas orderedby the
word of the Lord, who said, You are not to take food or a drink of water, and you are not to
go back theway you came. 10So hewent anotherway, and not by theway he came to Beth-
el. 11Now there was an old prophet living in Beth-el; and one of his sons came and gave
himword of all theman of God had done that day in Beth-el, and they gave their father an
account of the words he had said to the king. 12Then their father said to them,Which way
did he go? Now his sons had seen which way the man of God who came from Judah had
gone. 13 So the prophet said to his sons, Make ready an ass for me. So they made an ass
ready, and he got on it, 14And went after the man of God, and came up with him while he
was seated under an oak-tree. And he said to him, Are you theman of Godwho came from
Judah? Andhe said, I am. 15Thenhe said to him, Comeback to the housewithme andhave
ameal. 16But he said, I may not go backwith you or go into your house; and I will not take
foodor adrinkofwaterwith you in this place; 17For theLord said tome, Youarenot to take
food or water there, or go back again by the way you came. 18Then he said to him, I am a
prophet like you; and an angel said tome by theword of the Lord, Take him backwith you
and give him food and water. But he said false words to him. 19 So he went back with him,
andhad ameal in his house and adrink ofwater. 20Butwhile theywere seated at the table,
theword of the Lord came to the prophetwho had taken himback; 21And crying out to the
man of God who came from Judah, he said, The Lord says, Because you have gone against
the voice of the Lord, andhavenot done as youwere orderedby the Lord, 22But have come
back, and have taken food and water in this place where he said you were to take no food
or water; your dead body will not be put to rest with your fathers. 23Now after the meal
he made ready the ass for him, for the prophet whom he had taken back. 24And he went
on his way; but on the road a lion came rushing at him and put him to death; and his dead
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body was stretched in the road with the ass by its side, and the lion was there by the body.
25And somemen, going by, saw the body stretched out in the roadwith the lion by its side;
and they came and gave news of it in the town where the old prophet was living. 26 Then
the prophet who hadmade him come back, hearing it, said, It is theman of God, whowent
against theword of the Lord; that is why the Lord has given him to the lion to bewounded
to death, as the Lord said. 27And he said to his sons, Make ready the ass for me. And they
did so. 28And he went and saw the dead body stretched out in the road with the ass and
the lion by its side: the lion had not taken the body for its food or done any damage to the
ass. 29Then the prophet took up the body of theman of God and put it on the ass and took it
back; and he came to the town to put the body to rest withweeping. 30And he put the body
in the resting-place made ready for himself, weeping and sorrowing over it, saying, O my
brother! 31And when he had put it to rest, he said to his sons, When I am dead, then you
are to putmybody into the earthwith the body of thismanofGod, andputmebyhis bones
so that my bones may be kept safe with his bones. 32 For the outcry he made by the word
of the Lord against the altar in Beth-el and against all the houses of the high places in the
towns of Samaria, will certainly come about. 33After this Jeroboam, not turning back from
his evil ways, still made priests for his altars from among all the people; he made a priest
of anyone desiring it, so that theremight be priests of the high places. 34And this became a
sin in the family of Jeroboam, causing it to be cut off and sent to destruction from the face
of the earth.

14
1At that time Abijah, the son of Jeroboam, became ill. 2And Jeroboam said to his wife,

Now come, put on different clothing so that youmay not seem to be the wife of Jeroboam,
andgo to Shiloh; see, Ahijah is there, theprophetwho said Iwouldbekingover this people.
3And take with you ten cakes of bread and dry cakes and a pot of honey, and go to him: he
will give youword ofwhat is to become of the child. 4So Jeroboam'swife did so, and got up
andwent toShilohandcame to thehouseofAhijah. NowAhijahwasunable to see, because
he was very old. 5And the Lord had said to Ahijah, The wife of Jeroboam is coming to get
news from you about her son, who is ill; give her such and such an answer; for she will
makeherself seem tobe anotherwoman. 6ThenAhijah, hearing the soundof her footsteps
coming in at the door, said, Come in, O wife of Jeroboam; why do youmake yourself seem
like another? for I am sent to you with bitter news. 7Go, say to Jeroboam, These are the
words of the Lord, the God of Israel: Though I took you from among the people, lifting you
up to be a ruler overmy people Israel, 8And took the kingdomaway by force from the seed
of David and gave it to you, you have not been likemy servant David, who keptmy orders,
andwas true tomewith all his heart, doing onlywhatwas right inmy eyes. 9But you have
done evilmore than any before you, and havemade for yourself other gods, and images of
metal, moving me to wrath, and turning your back onme. 10 So I will send evil on the line
of Jeroboam, cutting off fromhis family everymale child, thosewho are shut up and those
who go free in Israel; the family of Jeroboam will be brushed away like a man brushing
away waste till it is all gone. 11 Those of the family of Jeroboam who come to death in the
town, will become food for the dogs; and those onwhomdeath comes in the open country,
will be food for the birds of the air; for the Lord has said it. 12Up, then! go back to your
house; and in the hour when your feet go into the town, the death of the child will take
place. 13And all Israel will put his body to rest, weeping over him, because he only of the
family of Jeroboam will be put into his resting-place in the earth; for of all the family of
Jeroboam, in him only has the Lord, the God of Israel, seen some good. 14And the Lordwill
put up a king over Israel who will send destruction on the family of Jeroboam in that day;
15And evennow the hand of the Lordhas comedownon Israel, shaking it like a river-grass
in the water; and, uprooting Israel from this good land, which he gave to their fathers, he
will send them this way and that on the other side of the River; because they have made
for themselves images, moving the Lord to wrath. 16And he will give Israel up because of
the sinswhich Jeroboamhas done andmade Israel do. 17Then Jeroboam's wife got up and
went away and came to Tirzah; and when she came to the doorway of the house, death
came to the child. 18And all Israel put his body to rest, weeping over him, as the Lord had
said by his servant Ahijah the prophet. 19 Now the rest of the acts of Jeroboam, how he
madewar and how he became king, are recorded in the book of the history of the kings of
Israel. 20And Jeroboamwasking for twenty-twoyears, andwasput to restwithhis fathers,
and Nadab his son became king in his place. 21And Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, was
king in Judah. Rehoboamwas forty-one years old when he became king, and he was king
for seventeenyears in Jerusalem, the townwhich theLordhadmadehisoutof all the tribes
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of Israel, to put his name there; his mother's name was Naamah, an Ammonite woman.
22And Judah did evil in the eyes of the Lord, andmade himmore angry than their fathers
haddoneby their sins. 23For theymadehighplaces andupright stones andwoodpillars on
every high hill and under every green tree; 24Andmore than this, there were those in the
landwhowere used for sex purposes in theworship of the gods, doing the samedisgusting
crimes as the nations which the Lord had sent out before the children of Israel. 25Now in
the fifth year of King Rehoboam, Shishak, king of Egypt, cameup against Jerusalem; 26And
took away all the storedwealth from the house of the Lord, and from the king's house, and
all the gold body-coverswhich Solomonhadmade. 27So in their placeKing Rehoboamhad
other body-coversmade of brass, and gave them into the care of the captains of the armed
men who were stationed at the door of the king's house. 28And whenever the king went
into the house of the Lord, the armedmenwentwith him taking the body-covers, and then
took them back to their room. 29Now the rest of the acts of Rehoboam, and all he did, are
they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Judah? 30And there was war
between Rehoboam and Jeroboam all their days. 31And Rehoboam went to rest with his
fathers, andwasput into the earthwithhis fathers in the townofDavid; hismother's name
was Naamah, an Ammonite woman. And Abijam his son became king in his place.

15
1Now in the eighteenth year of king Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, Abijam became king

over Judah. 2 For three years he was king in Jerusalem: and his mother's name was
Maacah, the daughter of Abishalom. 3And he did the same sins which his father had done
before him: his heart was not completely true to the Lord his God, like the heart of David
his father. 4But because of David, the Lord gave him a light in Jerusalem, making his sons
king after him, so that Jerusalemmight be safe; 5Because David did what was right in the
eyes of the Lord, and never in all his life went against his orders, but only in the question
of Uriah the Hittite. 6 ... 7Now the rest of the acts of Abijam, and all he did, are they not
recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Judah? And there was war between
Abijam and Jeroboam. 8Then Abijam went to rest with his fathers, and they put him into
the earth in the town of David: and Asa his son became king in his place. 9 In the twentieth
year that Jeroboamwas king of Israel, Asa became king over Judah. 10And hewas king for
forty-one years in Jerusalem; his mother's namewasMaacah, the daughter of Abishalom.
11Asa did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, as David his father did. 12Those used for
sex purposes in theworship of the gods he sent out of the country, and he took away all the
images which his fathers hadmade. 13And hewould not let Maacah his mother be queen,
because she had made a disgusting image for Asherah; and Asa had the image cut down
and burned by the stream Kidron. 14The high places, however, were not taken away: but
still the heart of Asa was true to the Lord all his life. 15He took into the house of the Lord
all the things which his father hadmade holy, and those which he himself hadmade holy,
silver and gold and vessels. 16Now there was war between Asa and Baasha, king of Israel,
all their days. 17 And Baasha, king of Israel, went up against Judah, building Ramah, so
that no onewas able to go out or in to Asa, king of Judah. 18ThenAsa took all the silver and
gold which was still stored in the Lord's house, and in the king's house, and sent them, in
the care of his servants, to Ben-hadad, son of Tabrimmon, son of Rezon, king of Aram, at
Damascus, saying, 19Let there be an agreement betweenmeandyouas therewas between
my father and your father: see, I have sent you an offering of silver and gold; go and put
an end to your agreement with Baasha, king of Israel, so that he may give up attacking
me. 20 So Ben-hadad did as King Asa said, and sent the captains of his armies against the
towns of Israel, attacking Ijon andDan andAbel-beth-maacah, and all Chinneroth as far as
all the land of Naphtali. 21And Baasha, hearing of it, put a stop to the building of Ramah,
andwas living in Tirzah. 22Then King Asa got all Judah together, making everyman come;
and they took away the stones and thewoodwithwhich Baashawas building Ramah, and
King Asamade use of them for building Geba in the land of Benjamin, andMizpah. 23Now
the rest of the acts of Asa, and his power, and all he did, and the towns of which he was
the builder, are they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Judah? But
when he was old he had a disease of the feet. 24 So Asa went to rest with his fathers and
was put into the earth in the town of David his father: and Jehoshaphat his son became
king in his place. 25 Nadab, the son of Jeroboam, became king over Israel in the second
year that Asa was king of Judah; and he was king of Israel for two years. 26He did evil
in the eyes of the Lord, copying the evil ways of his father, and the sin which he did and
made Israel do. 27And Baasha, the son of Ahijah, of the family of Issachar, made a secret
design against him, attacking him at Gibbethon, a town of the Philistines; for Nadab and
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the armies of Israel weremaking war on Gibbethon. 28 In the third year of the rule of Asa,
king of Judah, Baasha put him to death, and became king in his place. 29And straight away
when he became king, he sent destruction on all the offspring of Jeroboam; there was not
one living person of all the family of Jeroboamwhom he did not put to death, so the word
of theLord,whichhe saidbyhis servantAhijah the Shilonite, cameabout; 30Because of the
sins which Jeroboam did andmade Israel do, moving the Lord, the God of Israel, to wrath.
31Now the rest of the acts of Nadab, and all he did, are they not recorded in the book of
the history of the kings of Israel? 32And there was war between Asa and Baasha, king of
Israel, all their days. 33 In the third year of the rule of Asa, king of Judah, Baasha, the son of
Ahijah, became king over all Israel in Tirzah, andwas king for twenty-four years. 34Hedid
evil in the eyes of the Lord, copying the evil ways of Jeroboam and the sin which he made
Israel do.

16
1And the word of the Lord came to Jehu, son of Hanani, protesting against Baasha and

saying, 2Because I took you up out of the dust, and made you ruler over my people Israel;
and you have gone in the ways of Jeroboam, and made my people Israel do evil, moving
me to wrath by their sins; 3 Truly, I will see that Baasha and all his family are completely
brushed away; I will make your family like the family of Jeroboam, the son of Nebat.
4 Anyone of the family of Baasha who comes to death in the town, will become food for
the dogs; and he to whom death comes in the open country, will be food for the birds of
the air. 5Now the rest of the acts of Baasha, and what he did, and his power, are they not
recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Israel? 6And Baasha went to rest with
his fathers, andwas put into the earth at Tirzah; and Elah his son became king in his place.
7And the Lord sent his word against Baasha and his family by the mouth of the prophet
Jehu, the son ofHanani, because of all the evil he did in the eyes of the Lord,moving him to
wrath by the work of his hands, because he was like the family of Jeroboam, and because
he put it to death. 8 In the twenty-sixth year that Asa was king of Judah, Elah, the son of
Baasha, became king of Israel in Tirzah, and he was king for two years. 9And his servant
Zimri, captain of half his war-carriages, made secret designs against him: now he was in
Tirzah, drinking hard in the house of Arza, controller of the king's house in Tirzah. 10And
Zimriwent in andmade an attack onhimandput him to death, in the twenty-seventh year
that Asawas king of Judah, andmade himself king in his place. 11And straight awaywhen
he becameking and took his place on the seat of the kingdom, he put to death all the family
of Baasha: not one male child of his relations or his friends kept his life. 12 So Zimri put to
death all the family of Baasha, so that the word which the Lord said against him by the
mouth of Jehu the prophet came about; 13 Because of all the sins of Baasha, and the sins
of Elah his son, which they did and made Israel do, moving the Lord, the God of Israel, to
wrath by their foolish acts. 14Now the rest of the acts of Elah, and all he did, are they not
recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Israel? 15 In the twenty-seventh year of
Asa, king of Judah, Zimriwas king for sevendays in Tirzah. Now the peoplewere attacking
Gibbethon in the land of the Philistines. 16And news came to the people in the tents that
Zimri hadmade a secret design and had put the king to death: so all Israel made Omri, the
captain of the army, king that day in the tents. 17ThenOmriwent up fromGibbethon, with
all the army of Israel, and they made an attack on Tirzah, shutting in the town on every
side. 18And when Zimri saw that the town was taken, he went into the inner room of the
king's house, and burning the house over his head, came to his end, 19Because of his sin in
doing evil in the eyes of the Lord, in going in the way of Jeroboam and in his sin which he
made Israel do. 20Now the rest of the acts of Zimri, and the secret design hemade, are they
not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Israel? 21Then there was a division
among the people of Israel; half the peoplewere formaking Tibni, son of Ginath, king, and
halfwere supportingOmri. 22But the supporters ofOmri overcame thosewhowere on the
side of Tibni, the son of Ginath; and death came to Tibni and to his brother Joram at that
time: and Omri became king in the place of Tibni. 23 In the thirty-first year of Asa, king of
Judah,Omribecamekingover Israel, andhewasking for twelveyears; for six yearshewas
ruling inTirzah. 24Hegot thehill Samaria fromShemer for theprice of two talents of silver,
and hemade a town there, building it on the hill and naming it Samaria, after Shemer the
owner of the hill. 25And Omri did evil in the eyes of the Lord, even worse than all those
before him, 26 Copying all the evil ways of Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, and all the sins he
did andmade Israel do, moving the Lord, the God of Israel, to wrath by their foolish ways.
27Now the rest of the actswhichOmri did, andhis great power, are theynot recorded in the
book of the history of the kings of Israel? 28 So Omri went to rest with his fathers, and was
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put into the earth in Samaria; and Ahab his son became king in his place. 29 In the thirty-
eighth year thatAsawasking of Judah, Ahab, the sonofOmri, becameking over Israel; and
Ahab was king in Samaria for twenty-two years. 30And Ahab, the son of Omri, did evil in
the eyes of the Lord, evenworse than all whowent before him. 31And as if copying the evil
ways of Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, was a small thing for him, he took as his wife Jezebel,
daughter of Ethbaal, king of Zidon, and became a servant and worshipper of Baal. 32And
heput up analtar for Baal in the house of Baalwhichhehadmade in Samaria. 33AndAhab
made an image of Asherah anddidmore than all the kings of Israel before him tomake the
Lord, the God of Israel, angry. 34 In his daysHielmade Jericho; he put its base in position at
the price of Abiram, his oldest son, and he put its doors in place at the price of his youngest
son Segub; even as the Lord had said by Joshua, the son of Nun.

17
1And Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, By the living Lord, the God of

Israel, whose servant I am, therewill be nodewor rain in these years, but only atmyword.
2Then theword of the Lord came to him, saying, 3Go fromhere in the direction of the east,
and keep yourself in a secret place by the stream Cherith, east of Jordan. 4 The water of
the streamwill be your drink, and bymyorders the ravenswill give you food there. 5So he
went anddid as the Lord said, living by the streamCherith, east of Jordan. 6And the ravens
took him bread in the morning and meat in the evening; and the water of the streamwas
his drink. 7Nowafter a time the streambecame dry, because therewas no rain in the land.
8Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, 9Up! go now to Zarephath, in Zidon, and
make your living-place there; I have given orders to a widowwoman there to see that you
have food. 10 So he got up and went to Zarephath; and when he came to the door of the
town, he saw a widow woman getting sticks together; and crying out to her he said, Will
you give me a little water in a vessel for my drink? 11And when she was going to get it, he
said to her, And get me with it a small bit of bread. 12Then she said, By the life of the Lord
your God, I have nothing but a little meal in my store, and a drop of oil in the bottle; and
now I am getting two sticks together so that I may go in and make it ready for me and my
son, so thatwemayhave ameal before ourdeath. 13AndElijah said toher, Haveno fear; go
and do as you have said, but firstmakeme a little cake of it and come and give it tome, and
thenmake something for yourself and your son. 14For this is theword of the Lord, the God
of Israel: The store of meal will not come to an end, and the bottle will never be without
oil, till the daywhen the Lord sends rain on the earth. 15So shewent and did as Elijah said;
and she and he and her family had food for a long time. 16The store of meal did not come
to an end, and the bottlewas neverwithout oil, as the Lord had said by themouth of Elijah.
17Now after this, the son of the woman of the house became ill, so ill that there was no
breath in him. 18And she said to Elijah, What have I to do with you, O man of God? have
you come to put God in mind of my sin, and to put my son to death? 19And he said to her,
Give your son to me. And lifting him out of her arms, he took him up to his room and put
him down on his bed. 20And crying to the Lord he said, O Lordmy God, have you sent evil
even on thewidowwhose guest I am, by causing her son's death? 21And stretching herself
out on the child three times, he made his prayer to the Lord, saying, O Lord my God, be
pleased to let this child's life come back to him again. 22And the Lord gave ear to the voice
of Elijah, and the child's spirit came into him again, and he came back to life. 23And Elijah
took the child down from his room into the house and gave him to his mother and said to
her, See, your son is living. 24Then thewoman said to Elijah, Now I am certain that you are
aman of God, and that the word of the Lord in yourmouth is true.

18
1Now after a long time, the word of the Lord came to Elijah, in the third year, saying,

Go and let Ahab see you, so that I may send rain on the earth. 2 So Elijah went to let Ahab
see him. Now there was no food to be had in Samaria. 3And Ahab sent for Obadiah, the
controller of the king's house. (Now Obadiah had the fear of the Lord before him greatly;
4 For when Jezebel was cutting off the prophets of the Lord, Obadiah took a hundred of
them, and kept them secretly in a hole in the rock, fifty at a time, and gave them bread
and water.) 5 And Ahab said to Obadiah, Come, let us go through all the country, to all
the fountains of water and all the rivers, and see if there is any grass to be had for the
horses and the transport beasts, so that we may be able to keep some of the beasts from
destruction. 6 So they went through all the country, covering it between them; Ahab went
in one direction by himself, andObadiahwent in another by himself. 7Andwhile Obadiah
was on his way, he came face to face with Elijah; and seeing who it was, he went down on
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his face and said, Is it you, my lord Elijah? 8And Elijah in answer said, It is I; now go and
say to your lord, Elijah is here. 9And he said, What sin have I done, that you would give
up your servant into the hand of Ahab, and be the cause of my death? 10By the life of the
Lord your God, there is not a nation or kingdom where my lord has not sent in search of
you; andwhen they said, He is not here; hemade them take an oath that they had not seen
you. 11And now you say, Go, say to your lord, Elijah is here. 12And straight away, when
I have gone from you, the spirit of the Lord will take you away, I have no idea where, so
that when I come and give word to Ahab, and he sees you not, he will put me to death:
though I, your servant, have been a worshipper of the Lord frommy earliest years. 13Has
my lord not hadword ofwhat I didwhen Jezebelwas putting the Lord's prophets to death?
how I kept a hundred of them in a secret hole in the rock, fifty at a time, and gave them
bread and water? 14And now you say, Go and say to your Lord, Elijah is here; and he will
put me to death. 15And Elijah said, By the life of the Lord of armies, whose servant I am, I
will certainly let himseeme today. 16SoObadiahwent toAhabandgavehim thenews; and
Ahabwent to seeElijah. 17Andwhenhe sawElijah, Ahab said tohim, Is it you, you troubler
of Israel? 18 Then he said in answer, I have not been troubling Israel, but you and your
family; because, turning away from the orders of the Lord, you have gone after the Baals.
19Now send, and get Israel together before me at Mount Carmel, with the four hundred
and fifty prophets of Baal who get their food at Jezebel's table. 20 So Ahab sent for all the
children of Israel, and got the prophets together atMount Carmel. 21And Elijah came near
to all the people and said, How longwill you go on balancing between two opinions? if the
Lord is God, then give worship to him; but if Baal, give worship to him. And the people
said not a word in answer. 22 Then Elijah said to the people, I, even I, am the only living
prophet of the Lord; but Baal's prophets are four hundred and fifty men. 23Now, let them
give us two oxen; and let them take one for themselves, andhave it cut up, and put it on the
wood, but put no fire under it; I will get the other ox ready, and put it on thewood, and put
no fire under it. 24And do you make prayers to your god, and I will make a prayer to the
Lord: and itwill be clear that the onewhogives ananswerbyfire isGod. Andall thepeople
in answer said, It is well said. 25 Then Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, Take one ox for
yourselves and get it ready first, for there aremore of you; andmake your prayers to your
god, but put no fire under. 26So they took the oxwhichwas given them, andmade it ready,
crying out to Baal from morning till the middle of the day, and saying, O Baal, give ear to
us. But there was no voice and no answer. And they were jumping up and down before
the altar they hadmade. 27And in themiddle of the day, Elijahmade sport of them, saying,
Give louder cries, for he is a god; hemay be deep in thought, or hemay have gone away for
some purpose, or he may be on a journey, or by chance he is sleeping and has to be made
awake. 28So they gave loud cries, cutting themselves with knives and swords, as was their
way, till the blood came streaming out all over them. 29 And from the middle of the day
they went onwith their prayers till the time of the offering; but there was no voice, or any
answer, or anywho gave attention to them. 30Then Elijah said to all the people, Come near
to me; and all the people came near. And he put up again the altar of the Lord which had
been broken down. 31And Elijah took twelve stones, the number of the tribes of the sons
of Jacob, to whom the Lord had said, Israel will be your name: 32And with the stones he
made an altar to the name of the Lord; and hemade a deep drain all round the altar, great
enough to take twomeasures of seed. 33And he put the wood in order, and, cutting up the
ox, put it on thewood. Then he said, Get four vessels full of water and put it on the burned
offering and on the wood. And he said, Do it a second time, and they did it a second time;
34 And he said, Do it a third time, and they did it a third time. 35 And the water went all
round the altar, till the drainwas full. 36Then at the time of the offering, Elijah the prophet
came near and said, O Lord, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Israel, let it be seen this
day that you are God in Israel, and that I am your servant, and that I have done all these
things by your order. 37Give me an answer, O Lord, give me an answer, so that this people
may see that you are God, and that you have made their hearts come back again. 38 Then
the fire of the Lord came down, burning up the offering and the wood and the stones and
the dust, and drinking up the water in the drain. 39And when the people saw it, they all
went down on their faces, and said, The Lord, he is God, the Lord, he is God. 40And Elijah
said to them, Take the prophets of Baal, let not one of them get away. So they took them,
and Elijahmade them go down to the streamKishon, and put them to death there. 41Then
Elijah said to Ahab, Up! take food and drink, for there is a sound of much rain. 42 So Ahab
went up to have food and drink, while Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; and he went
down on the earth, putting his face between his knees. 43 And he said to his servant, Go
now, and take a look in the direction of the sea. And he went up, and after looking said,



1 Kings 18:44 258 1 Kings 20:5

There is nothing. And he said, Go again seven times; and he went seven times. 44And the
seventh time he said, I see a cloud coming up out of the sea, as small as aman's hand. Then
he said, Go up and say to Ahab, Get your carriage ready and go down or the rain will keep
you back. 45And after a very little time, the heaven became black with clouds and wind,
and therewas a great rain. AndAhabwent in his carriage to Jezreel. 46And the hand of the
Lord was on Elijah; and he made himself strong, and went running before Ahab till they
came to Jezreel.

19
1 Ahab gave Jezebel news of all Elijah had done, and how he had put all the prophets

to death with the sword. 2 Then Jezebel sent a servant to Elijah, saying, May the gods'
punishment be on me if I do not make your life like the life of one of them by tomorrow
about this time. 3And he got up, fearing for his life, and went in flight, and came to Beer-
sheba in Judah, parting there from his servant; 4While he himself went a day's journey
into the waste land, and took a seat under a broom-plant, desiring for himself only death;
for he said, It is enough: now, O Lord, take awaymy life, for I amnobetter thanmy fathers.
5Andstretchinghimself on theearth, hewent to sleepunder thebroom-plant; butanangel,
touchinghim, said to him, Get up andhave some food. 6And lookingup, he sawbyhis head
a cake cooked on the stones and a bottle of water. So he took food and drink and went to
sleep again. 7And the angel of the Lord came again a second time, and touching him said,
Get up and have some food, or the journey will be overmuch for your strength. 8 So he
got up and took food and drink, and in the strength of that food he went on for forty days
and nights, to Horeb, the mountain of God. 9 And there he went into a hole in the rock
for the night; then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, What are you doing here,
Elijah? 10And he said, I have been burning for the honour of the Lord, the God of armies;
for the children of Israel have not kept your agreement; they have made destruction of
your altars, and have put your prophets to death with the sword: till I, even I, am the only
one living; and now they are attempting to take away my life. 11Then he said, Go out and
take your place on the mountain before the Lord. Then the Lord went by, and mountains
were parted by the force of a great wind, and rocks were broken before the Lord; but the
Lord was not in the wind. And after the wind there was an earth-shock, but the Lord was
not in the earth-shock. 12And after the earth-shock a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire.
And after the fire, the sound of a soft breath. 13And Elijah, hearing it, went out, covering
his face with his robe, and took his place in the opening of the hole. And there a voice
came to him saying, What are you doing here, Elijah? 14And he said, I have been burning
for the honour of the Lord, the God of armies; for the children of Israel have not kept your
agreement; they have had your altars broken down, and have put your prophets to death
with the sword: till I, even I, am the only one living; and now they are attempting to take
away my life. 15 And the Lord said to him, Go back on your way through the waste land
to Damascus; and when you come there, put the holy oil on Hazael to make him king over
Aram; 16And on Jehu, son of Nimshi, making him king over Israel; and on Elisha, the son
of Shaphat of Abel-meholah, to be prophet in your place. 17And it will come about that the
man who gets away safe from the sword of Hazael, Jehu will put to death; and whoever
gets away safe from the sword of Jehu, Elishawill put to death. 18But Iwill keep safe seven
thousand in Israel, all those whose knees have not been bent to Baal, and whose mouths
have given him no kisses. 19 So he went away from there and came across Elisha, the son
of Shaphat, ploughing with twelve yoke of oxen, he himself walking with the twelfth; and
Elijahwent up to him and put his robe on him. 20And letting the oxen bewhere theywere,
he came running after Elijah, and said, Only let me give a kiss to my father and mother,
and then I will come after you. But he said to him, Go back again; for what have I done to
you? 21Andhewent back, and took the oxenandput them todeath, and cooking their flesh
with the yokes of the oxen, he gave the people a feast. Then he got up andwent after Elijah
and became his servant.

20
1 Now Ben-hadad, king of Aram, got all his army together, and thirty-two kings with

him, and horses and carriages of war; he went up and made war on Samaria, shutting
it in. 2And he sent representatives into the town to Ahab, king of Israel; 3And they said to
him, Ben-hadad says, Your silver and your gold aremine; and yourwives and children are
mine. 4And the king of Israel sent him an answer saying, As you say, my lord king, I am
yours with all I have. 5Then the representatives came back again, and said, These are the
words of Ben-hadad: I sent to you saying, Give up to me your silver and your gold, your
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wives and your children; 6But I will sendmy servants to you tomorrow about this time, to
make a search through your house and the houses of your people, and everything which
is pleasing in your eyes they will take away in their hands. 7 Then the king of Israel sent
for all the responsible men of the land, and said, Now will you take note and see the evil
purpose of this man: he sent for my wives and my children, my silver and my gold, and I
did not keep them back. 8And all the responsible men and the people said to him, Do not
give attention to him or do what he says. 9 So he said to the representatives of Ben-hadad,
Say to my lord the king, All the orders you sent the first time I will do; but this thing I may
not do. And the representatives went back with this answer. 10 Then Ben-hadad sent to
him, saying, May the gods' punishment be on me if there is enough of the dust of Samaria
for all the people at my feet to take some in their hands. 11And the king of Israel said in
answer, Say to him, The time for loud talk is not when a man is putting on his arms, but
when he is taking them off. 12 Now when this answer was given to Ben-hadad, he was
drinking with the kings in the tents, and he said to his men, Take up your positions. So
they put themselves in position for attacking the town. 13Then a prophet cameup to Ahab,
king of Israel, and said, The Lord says, Have you seen all this great army? See, I will give
it into your hands today, and you will see that I am the Lord. 14And Ahab said, By whom?
And he said, The Lord says, By the servants of the chiefs who are over the divisions of the
land. Then he said, By whom is the fighting to be started? And he made answer, By you.
15 Then he got together the servants of all the chiefs who were over the divisions of the
land, two hundred and thirty-two of them; and after them, he got together all the people,
all the children of Israel, seven thousand. 16And in the middle of the day they went out.
But Ben-hadad was drinking in the tents with the thirty-two kings who were helping him.
17 And the servants of the chiefs who were over the divisions of the land went forward
first; and when Ben-hadad sent out, they gave him the news, saying, Men have come out
from Samaria. 18And he said, If they have come out for peace, take them living, and if they
have come out for war, take them living. 19 So the servants of the chiefs of the divisions
of the land went out of the town, with the army coming after them. 20 And every one of
them put his man to death, and the Aramaeans went in flight with Israel after them; and
Ben-hadad, king of Aram, got away safely on a horse with his horsemen. 21And the king
of Israel went out and took the horses and the war-carriages, and made great destruction
among the Aramaeans. 22Then the prophet came up to the king of Israel, and said to him,
Nowmakeyourself strong, and take carewhat youdo, or a year fromnow theking ofAram
will comeupagainst youagain. 23Then thekingofAram's servants said tohim, Their god is
a god of the hills; that iswhy theywere stronger thanwe: but ifwemake an attack on them
in the lowlands,wewill certainly be stronger than they. 24This iswhat youhave to do: take
away the kings from their positions, and put captains in their places; 25And get together
another army like the one which came to destruction, horse for horse, and carriage for
carriage; and let us make war on them in the lowlands, and certainly we will be stronger
than they. And he gave ear to what they said, and did so. 26 So, a year later, Ben-hadad got
the Aramaeans together and went up to Aphek to make war on Israel. 27And the children
of Israel got themselves together, and food was made ready and they went against them;
the tents of the children of Israel were like two little flocks of goats before them, but all the
country was full of the Aramaeans. 28And a man of God came up and said to the king of
Israel, The Lord says, Because the Aramaeans have said, The Lord is a god of the hills and
not of the valleys; I will give all this great army into your hands, and youwill see that I am
the Lord. 29Now the two armies kept their positions facing one another for seven days.
And on the seventh day the fight was started; and the children of Israel put to the sword a
hundred thousand Aramaean footmen in one day. 30But the rest went in flight to Aphek,
into the town,whereawall camedownon the twenty-seven thousandwhowere still living.
And Ben-hadad went in flight into the town, into an inner room. 31Then his servants said
to him, It is said that the kings of Israel are full of mercy: let us then put on haircloth, and
cords on our heads, and go to the king of Israel; it may be that he will give you your life.
32 So they put on haircloth, and cords on their heads, and came to the king of Israel and
said, Your servant Ben-hadad says, Let me now keepmy life. And he said, Is he still living?
he is my brother. 33Now themen took it as a sign, and quickly took up his words; and they
said, Ben-hadad is your brother. Then he said, Go and get him. So Ben-hadad came out to
him and he made him get up into his carriage. 34And Ben-hadad said to him, The towns
my father took from your father I will give back; and youmaymake streets for yourself in
Damascus as my father did in Samaria. And as for me, at the price of this agreement you
will let me go. So he made an agreement with him and let him go. 35And a certain man of
the sons of the prophets said to his neighbour by the word of the Lord, Give me a wound.
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But themanwould not. 36Then he said to him, Because you have not given ear to the voice
of the Lord, straight away when you have gone fromme a lion will put you to death. And
when he had gone, straight away a lion came rushing at him and put him to death. 37Then
he came across another man, and said, Give me a wound. And the man gave him a blow
wounding him. 38 So the prophet went away, and pulling his head-band over his eyes to
keep his face covered, took his place by the roadwaiting for the king. 39Andwhen the king
went by, crying out to him he said, Your servant went out into the fight; and a man came
out to me with another man and said, Keep this man: if by any chance he gets away, your
life will be the price of his life, or you will have to give a talent of silver in payment. 40But
while your servant was turning this way and that, he was gone. Then the king of Israel
said to him, You are responsible; you have given the decision against yourself. 41Then he
quickly took the head-band fromhis eyes; and the king of Israel saw that hewas one of the
prophets. 42And he said to him, These are the words of the Lord: Because you have let go
from your hands the man whom I had put to the curse, your life will be taken for his life,
and your people for his people. 43Then the king of Israelwent back to his house, bitter and
angry, and came to Samaria.

21
1NowNaboth the Jezreelite had a vine-garden in Jezreel, near the house of Ahab, king of

Samaria. 2And Ahab said to Naboth, Give me your vine-garden so that I may have it for a
garden of sweet plants, for it is nearmy house; and let me give you a better vine-garden in
exchange, or, if it seems good to you, letme give you its value inmoney. 3ButNaboth said to
Ahab, By the Lord, far be it fromme to give you the heritage ofmy fathers. 4So Ahab came
into his house bitter and angry because Naboth the Jezreelite had said to him, I will not
give you the heritage ofmy fathers. And stretching himself on the bedwith his face turned
away, he would take no food. 5 But Jezebel, his wife, came to him and said, Why is your
spirit so bitter that you have no desire for food? 6And he said to her, Because I was talking
toNaboth the Jezreelite, and I said to him, Letme have your vine-garden for a price, or, if it
is pleasing to you, I will give you another vine-garden for it: and he said, I will not give you
myvine-garden. 7Then Jezebel, hiswife, said, Are you now the ruler of Israel? Get up, take
food, and let your heart be glad; I will give you the vine-garden of Naboth the Jezreelite.
8 So she sent a letter in Ahab's name, stamped with his stamp, to the responsible men and
the chiefs who were in authority with Naboth. 9 And in the letter she said, Let a time of
public sorrow be fixed, and put Naboth at the head of the people; 10And get two good-for-
nothing persons to comebefore himand givewitness that hehas been cursingGod and the
king. Then take him out and have him stoned to death. 11 So the responsible men and the
chiefswhowere in authority in his town, did as Jezebel had said in the letter she sent them.
12 They gave orders for a day of public sorrow, and put Naboth at the head of the people.
13And the two good-for-nothing persons came in and took their seats before him and gave
witnessagainstNaboth, in frontof thepeople, saying,NabothhasbeencursingGodand the
king. Then they took him outside the town and had him stoned to death. 14And they sent
word to Jezebel, saying, Naboth has been stoned and is dead. 15Then Jezebel, hearing that
Naboth had been stoned and was dead, said to Ahab, Get up and take as your heritage the
vine-garden of Naboth the Jezreelite, which he would not give you for money, for Naboth
is no longer living but is dead. 16SoAhab, hearing that Nabothwas dead, went down to the
vine-garden of Naboth the Jezreelite to take it as his heritage. 17And the word of the Lord
came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 18Go down to Ahab, king of Israel, in Samaria; see, he
is in the vine-garden of Naboth the Jezreelite, where he has gone to take it as his heritage.
19Say to him, The Lord says, Have you put aman to death and taken his heritage? Then say
to him, The Lord says, In the place where dogs have been drinking the blood of Naboth,
therewill your blood become the drink of dogs. 20And Ahab said to Elijah, Have you come
face to face withme, Omy hater? And he said, I have come to you because you have given
yourself up to do evil in the eyes of the Lord. 21See, Iwill send evil on you andput an end to
you completely, cutting off from Ahab every male child, him who is shut up and him who
goes free in Israel; 22And I will make your family like the family of Jeroboam, the son of
Nebat, and like the family of Baasha, the son of Ahijah, because you have mademe angry,
and havemade Israel do evil. 23And of Jezebel the Lord said, Jezebel will become food for
dogs in the heritage of Jezreel. 24Anyman of the family of Ahabwho comes to his death in
the townwill become food for the dogs; andhewho comes to his death in the open country
will be food for the birds of the air. 25 (There was no one like Ahab, who gave himself up to
do evil in the eyes of the Lord, moved to it by Jezebel his wife. 26He did a very disgusting
thing in going after false gods, doing all the things the Amorites did, whom the Lord sent
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outbefore the childrenof Israel.) 27Hearing thesewords, Ahab, in great grief, puthaircloth
on his flesh andwent without food, sleeping in haircloth, and going about quietly. 28Then
theword of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 29Do you see howAhab hasmade
himself low before me? because he has made himself low before me, I will not send the
evil in his life-time, but in his son's time I will send the evil on his family.

22
1Now for three years therewas nowar between Aramand Israel. 2And it came about in

the third year, that Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, came down to the king of Israel. 3 And
the king of Israel said to his servants, Do you not see that Ramoth-gilead is ours? and
we are doing nothing to get it back from the hands of the king of Aram. 4And he said to
Jehoshaphat, Will you go with me to Ramoth-gilead to make war? And Jehoshaphat said
to the king of Israel, I am as you are: my people as your people, my horses as your horses.
5Then Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, Let us now get directions from the Lord. 6 So
the king of Israel got all the prophets together, about four hundredmen, and said to them,
AmI to go toRamoth-gilead tomakewarornot? And they said, Goup: for theLordwill give
it into the hands of the king. 7But Jehoshaphat said, Is there no other prophet of the Lord
here fromwhomwemayget directions? 8And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, There
is still one man by whomwemay get directions from the Lord, Micaiah, son of Imlah; but
I have no love for him, for he is a prophet of evil to me and not of good. And Jehoshaphat
said, Let not the king say so. 9Then the king of Israel sent for one of his unsexed servants
andsaid,GoquicklyandcomebackwithMicaiah, the sonof Imlah. 10Nowthekingof Israel
and Jehoshaphat, the king of Judah,were seatedon their seats of authority, dressed in their
robes, by the doorway into Samaria; and all the prophets were acting as prophets before
them. 11And Zedekiah, the son of Chenaanah, made himself horns of iron and said, The
Lord says, Pushingback theAramaeanswith these, youwill put an end to themcompletely.
12And all the prophets said the same thing, saying, Go up to Ramoth-gilead, and it will go
well for you, for the Lordwill give it into the hands of the king. 13Now the servantwhohad
gone to get Micaiah said to him, See now, all the prophets with one voice are saying good
things to the king; so let yourwords be like theirs and say good things. 14AndMicaiah said,
By the living Lord, whatever the Lord says to me I will say. 15When he came to the king,
the king said to him, Micaiah, are we to go to Ramoth-gilead to make war or not? And in
answer he said, Go up, and it will gowell for you; and the Lordwill give it into the hands of
the king. 16Then the king said to him, Have I not, again and again, put you on your oath to
say nothing tome but what is true in the name of the Lord? 17Then he said, I saw all Israel
wandering on the mountains like sheep without a keeper; and the Lord said, These have
nomaster: let them go back, everyman to his house in peace. 18And the king of Israel said
to Jehoshaphat, Did I not say that he would not be a prophet of good but of evil? 19And he
said, Give ear now to theword of the Lord: I saw the Lord seated on his seat of power, with
all the army of heaven in their places round him at his right hand and at his left. 20And the
Lord said, Howmay Ahab be tricked into going up to Ramoth-gilead to his death? And one
said one thing and one another. 21 Then a spirit came forward and took his place before
the Lord and said, I will get him to do it by a trick. 22And the Lord said, How? And he said,
I will go out and be a spirit of deceit in the mouth of all his prophets. And he said, Your
trick will have its effect on him: go out and do so. 23And now, see, the Lord has put a spirit
of deceit in the mouth of all these your prophets; and the Lord has said evil against you.
24 Then Zedekiah, the son of Chenaanah, came near and gave Micaiah a blow on the side
of the face, saying, Where is the spirit of the Lord whose word is in you? 25And Micaiah
said, Truly, you will see on that day when you go into an inner room to keep yourself safe.
26And the king of Israel said, Take Micaiah and send him back to Amon, the ruler of the
town, and to Joash, the king's son; 27 And say, It is the king's order that this man is to be
put in prison and given prison food till I come again in peace. 28And Micaiah said, If you
come back at all in peace, the Lord has not sent his word by me. 29 So the king of Israel
and Jehoshaphat, the king of Judah, went up to Ramoth-gilead. 30 And the king of Israel
said to Jehoshaphat, I will make a change in my clothing, so that I do not seem to be the
king, and will go into the fight; but do you put on your robes. So the king of Israel made a
change in his dress and went into the fight. 31Now the king of Aram had given orders to
the thirty-two captains of his war-carriages, saying, Make no attack on small or great, but
only on the king of Israel. 32 So when the captains of the war-carriages saw Jehoshaphat,
they said, Truly, this is the king of Israel; and turning against him, they came round him,
but Jehoshaphat gave a cry. 33 And when the captains of the war-carriages saw that he
was not the king of Israel, they went back from going after him. 34 And a certain man
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sent an arrow from his bow without thought of its direction, and gave the king of Israel
a wound where his breastplate was joined to his clothing; so he said to the driver of his
war-carriage, Go to one side and take me away out of the army, for I am badly wounded.
35But the fight becamemore violent while the daywent on; and the kingwas supported in
his war-carriage facing the Aramaeans, and the floor of the carriagewas coveredwith the
blood from his wound, and by evening he was dead. 36And about sundown a cry went up
from all parts of the army, saying, Let every man go back to his town and his country, for
the king is dead. 37And they came to Samaria, and put the king's body to rest in Samaria.
38And thewar-carriagewaswashedby thepool of Samaria,whichwas thebathing-placeof
the loosewomen, and the dogswere drinking his blood there, as the Lord had said. 39Now
the rest of theacts ofAhab, andall hedid, andhis ivoryhouse, andall the townsofwhichhe
was the builder, are they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Israel? 40So
Ahabwas put to restwith his fathers; andAhaziah his son became king in his place. 41And
Jehoshaphat, the son of Asa, became king over Judah in the fourth year of Ahab's rule over
Israel. 42 Jehoshaphat was thirty-five years old when he became king, and he was king for
twenty-five years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Azubah, the daughter of Shilhi.
43He did as Asa his father had done, not turning away from it, but doingwhat was right in
the eyes of the Lord; but the high places were not taken away: the people went onmaking
offerings and burning them in the high places. 44And Jehoshaphat made peace with the
king of Israel. 45Now the rest of the acts of Jehoshaphat, and his great power, and how he
went to war, are they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Judah? 46He
put an end to the rest of those who were used for sex purposes in the worship of the gods,
all thosewhowere still in the land in the time of his father Asa. 47At that time therewas no
king in Edom; 48And the representative of King Jehoshaphatmade a Tarshish-ship to go to
Ophir for gold, but it did not go, because it was broken at Ezion-geber. 49ThenAhaziah, the
son of Ahab, said to Jehoshaphat, Let mymen go with yours in the ships. But Jehoshaphat
would not let them. 50 Then Jehoshaphat went to rest with his fathers, and his body was
put into the earth in the town of David his father; and Jehoram his son became king in his
place. 51Ahaziah, the son of Ahab, became king over Israel in Samaria in the seventeenth
yearof the ruleof Jehoshaphat, thekingof Judah, andhewaskingover Israel for twoyears.
52He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, going in the ways of his father and his mother, and in
the ways of Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, who made Israel do evil. 53He was a servant and
worshipper of Baal, moving the Lord, the God of Israel, to wrath, as his father had done.
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The Second Book of Kings
1 After the death of Ahab, Moab made itself free from the authority of Israel. 2 Now

Ahaziah had a fall from thewindow of his room in Samaria, andwas ill. And he sent men,
and said to them, Put a question to Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron, about the outcome of my
disease, to see if I will get well or not. 3But the angel of the Lord said to Elijah the Tishbite,
Go now, and, meeting themen sent by the king of Samaria, say to them, Is it because there
is no God in Israel, that you are going to get directions from Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron?
4Give ear then to the words of the Lord: You will never again get down from the bed on
to which you have gone up, but death will certainly come to you. Then Elijah went away.
5And themen he had sent came back to the king; and he said to them,Why have you come
back? 6And they said to him, On our waywe had ameeting with amanwho said, Go back
to thekingwho sent youand say tohim, TheLord says, Is it because there is noGod in Israel
that you send to put a question to Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron? For this reason, you will
not come down from the bed on to which you have gone up, but death will certainly come
to you. 7And he said to them,What sort of amanwas it who came and said these words to
you? 8And they said in answer, Hewas aman clothed in a coat of hair, with a leather band
about his body. Then he said, It is Elijah the Tishbite. 9Then the king sent to him a captain
of fifty with his fifty men; and he went up to him where he was seated on the top of a hill,
and said to him, Oman of God, the king has said, Come down. 10And Elijah in answer said
to the captain of fifty, If I am a man of God, may fire come down from heaven on you and
on your fifty men, and put an end to you. Then fire came down from heaven and put an
end to him and his fifty men. 11 Then the king sent another captain of fifty with his fifty
men; and he said to Elijah, O man of God, the king says, Come down quickly. 12And Elijah
in answer said, If I amaman of God,mayfire comedown fromheaven on you and on your
fifty men, and put an end to you. And the fire of God came down from heaven, and put an
end to him and his fiftymen. 13Then he sent a third captain of fifty with his fiftymen; and
the third captain of fifty went up, and falling on his knees before Elijah, requestingmercy
of him, said, Oman of God, let my life and the life of these your fifty servants be of value to
you. 14For fire camedown fromheaven andput an end to thefirst two captains of fifty and
their fifties; but now let my life be of value in your eyes. 15Then the angel of the Lord said
to Elijah, Go downwith him; have no fear of him. So he got up andwent downwith him to
the king. 16And he said to him, This is the word of the Lord: Because you sent men to put
a question to Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron, for this reason you will never again get down
from the bed on to which you have gone up, but death will certainly come to you. 17 So
death came to him, as the Lord had said by themouth of Elijah. And Jehorambecame king
in his place in the second year of the rule of Jehoram, son of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah;
because he had no son. 18Now the rest of the acts of Ahaziah, are they not recorded in the
book of the history of the kings of Israel?

2
1Nowwhen the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a great wind, Elijah went

with Elisha from Gilgal. 2And Elijah said to Elisha, Come no farther for the Lord has sent
me to Beth-el. But Elisha said, As the Lord is living and as your soul is living, I will not be
parted from you. So they went down to Beth-el. 3And at Beth-el the sons of the prophets
came out to Elisha and said, Has it been made clear to you that the Lord is going to take
away your master from over you today? And he said, Yes, I have knowledge of it: say no
more. 4ThenElijah said to him, Comeno farther, for the Lordhas sentme to Jericho. But he
said, As the Lord is living and as your soul is living, I will not be parted from you. So they
went on to Jericho. 5And at Jericho the sons of the prophets came up to Elisha and said to
him, Has it been made clear to you that the Lord is going to take away your master from
over you today? And he said in answer, Yes, I have knowledge of it: say no more. 6 Then
Elijah said to him, Come no farther, for the Lord has sent me to Jordan. But he said, As
the Lord is living and as your soul is living, I will not be parted from you. So they went on
together. 7And fifty men of the sons of the prophets went out and took their places facing
them a long way off, while the two of themwere by the edge of Jordan. 8Then Elijah took
off his robe, and, rolling it up, gave the water a blow with it, and the waters were parted,
flowing back this way and that, so that they went over on dry land. 9And when they had
come to theother side, Elijah said toElisha, Saywhatyouwouldhavemedo foryoubefore I
am taken fromyou. AndElisha said, Be pleased to let a specialmeasure of your spirit be on
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me. 10Andhe said, Youhavemadeahard request: still, if you seemewhen I am taken from
you, you will get your desire; but if not, it will not be so. 11And while they went on their
way, going on talking together, suddenly therewere carriages andhorses of fire separating
them from one another and Elijah went up to heaven in a great wind. 12And when Elisha
saw it he gave a cry, My father, my father, the carriages of Israel and its horsemen! And
he saw him no longer; and he was full of grief. 13Then he took up Elijah's robe, which had
been dropped from him, and went back till he came to the edge of Jordan. 14And he took
Elijah's robe, which had been dropped fromhim, and giving thewater a blowwith it, said,
Where is the Lord, the God of Elijah? and at his blow the waters were parted this way and
that; and Elisha went over. 15And when the sons of the prophets who were facing him at
Jericho saw him, they said, The spirit of Elijah is resting on Elisha. And they came out to
him, andwent down on the earth before him. 16And they said, Your servants havewith us
here fifty strong men; be pleased to let them go in search of Elijah; for it may be that the
spirit of the Lord has takenhimup andput himdownon somemountain or in some valley.
But he said, Do not send them. 17 But when they kept on requesting him, he was shamed
and said, Send, then. So they sent fifty men; but after searching for three days, they came
backwithout having seen him. 18And they came back to him, while he was still at Jericho;
and he said to them, Did I not say to you, Go not? 19Now themen of the town said to Elisha,
You see that the position of this town is good; but the water is bad, causing the young of
the cattle to come to birth dead. 20 So he said, Get me a new vessel, and put salt in it; and
they took it to him. 21Then he went out to the spring fromwhich the water came, and put
salt in it, and said, The Lord says, Now I have made this water sweet; no longer will it be
death-giving or unfertile. 22And thewaterwasmade sweet again to this day, as Elisha said.
23Then fromtherehewentup toBeth-el; andonhisway, some little boys cameout fromthe
town andmade sport of him, crying, Go up, old no-hair! go up, old no-hair! 24And turning
back, he saw them, and put a curse on them in the name of the Lord. And two she-bears
came out of the wood and put forty-two of the children to death. 25From there he went to
Mount Carmel, and came back from there to Samaria.

3
1 And Jehoram, the son of Ahab, became king over Israel in Samaria in the eighteenth

year of the rule of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah; and he was king for twelve years. 2He did
evil in the eyes of the Lord; but not like his father and hismother, for he put away the stone
pillar of Baal which his father had made. 3But still he did the same sins which Jeroboam,
the son of Nebat, did andmade Israel do; he went on in them. 4NowMesha, king of Moab,
was a sheep-farmer; and he gave regularly to the king of Israel the wool from a hundred
thousand lambs and a hundred thousand sheep. 5 But when Ahab was dead, the king of
Moab got free from the authority of the king of Israel. 6At that time, King Jehoram went
out fromSamaria and got all Israel together infighting order. 7Andhe sent to Jehoshaphat,
king of Judah, saying, The king of Moab has got free from my authority: will you go with
me to make war on Moab? And he said, I will go with you: I am as you are, my people
as your people, and my horses as your horses. 8 And he said, Which way are we to go?
And he said in answer, By the waste land of Edom. 9 So the king of Israel went with the
king of Judah and the king of Edom by a roundabout way for seven days: and there was
no water for the army or for the beasts they had with them. 10And the king of Israel said,
Here is trouble: for the Lord has got these three kings together to give them into the hands
of Moab. 11But Jehoshaphat said, Is there no prophet of the Lord here, through whomwe
maygetdirections fromtheLord? Andoneof thekingof Israel'smensaid inanswer, Elisha,
the son of Shaphat, is here, who was servant to Elijah. 12And Jehoshaphat said, The word
of the Lord is with him. So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat and the king of Edom went
down to him. 13But Elisha said to the king of Israel, What have I to do with you? go to the
prophets of your father and your mother. And the king of Israel said, No; for the Lord has
got these three kings together to give them up into the hands of Moab. 14Then Elisha said,
By the life of the Lord of armies whose servant I am, if it was not for the respect I have for
Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, I would not give a look at you, or see you. 15But now, get me a
player of music, and it will come about that while theman is playing, the hand of the Lord
will come on me and I will give you the word of the Lord: and they got a player of music,
andwhile themanwas playing, the hand of the Lordwas on him. 16And he said, The Lord
says, I will make this valley full of water-holes. 17 For the Lord says, Though you see no
wind or rain, the valleywill be full of water, and you and your armies and your beasts will
have drink. 18And this will be only a small thing to the Lord: in addition he will give the
Moabites into your hands. 19And you are to put every walled town to destruction, cutting
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down every good tree, and stopping up every water-spring, and making all the good land
roughwith stones. 20Nowin themorning, about the timewhen theofferingwasmade, they
sawwater flowing from the direction of Edom till the country was full of water. 21Now all
Moab, hearing that the kings had come to make war against them, got together all who
were able to take up arms andwent forward to the edge of the country. 22And early in the
morning theygotup,when the sunwas shiningon thewater, and they saw thewater facing
themasredasblood. 23Then theysaid, This isblood: it is clear thatdestructionhascomeon
the kings; they have been fighting one another: now come, Moab, let us take their goods.
24 But when they came to the tents of Israel, the Israelites came out and made a violent
attack on theMoabites, so that theywent in flight before them; and theywent forward still
attacking them; 25Pulling down the towns, covering every good fieldwith stones, stopping
up all the water-springs, and cutting down all the good trees; they went on driving Moab
before them till only in Kir-hareseth were there anyMoabites; and the fighting-men went
round the town raining stones on it. 26And when the king of Moab saw that the fight was
going against him, he tookwith him sevenhundredmen armedwith swords, with the idea
of forcing a way through to the king of Aram, but they were not able to do so. 27 Then he
took his oldest son,whowould have been king after him, offering himas a burned offering
on the wall. So there was great wrath against Israel; and they went away from him, back
to their country.

4
1Nowa certainwoman, thewife of one of the sons of the prophets, came crying to Elisha

and said, Your servantmyhusband is dead; and to your knowledgehewas aworshipper of
the Lord; but now, the creditor has come to takemy two children as servants in payment of
his debt. 2Then Elisha said to her, What am I to do for you? say now, what have you in the
house? And she said, Your servant has nothing in the house but a pot of oil. 3Then he said,
Go out to all your neighbours and get vessels, a very great number of them. 4 Then go in,
and, shutting the door on yourself and your sons, put oil into all these vessels, putting on
one side the full ones. 5So shewent away, andwhen the doorwas shut onher andher sons,
they took the vessels to her and she put oil into them. 6Andwhen all the vessels were full,
she said to her son, Get me another vessel. And he said, There are no more. And the flow
of oil was stopped. 7 So she came to the man of God and gave him word of what she had
done. Andhe said, Go andgetmoney for the oil andmakepayment of yourdebt, and let the
rest be for the needs of yourself and your sons. 8Now there came a day when Elisha went
to Shunem, and there was a woman of high position living there, who made him come in
and have a meal with her. And after that, every time he went by, he went into her house
for a meal. 9And she said to her husband, Now I see that this is a holy man of God, who
comes by day after day. 10 So let us make a little room on the wall; and put a bed there for
him, and a table and a seat and a light; so that when he comes to us, he will be able to go in
there. 11Now one day, when he had gone there, he went into the little room and took his
rest there. 12Andhe said to Gehazi, his servant, Send for this Shunammite. So in answer to
his voice she came before him. 13And he said to him, Now say to her, See, you have taken
all this trouble for us; what is to be done for you? will you have any request made for you
to the king or the captain of the army? But she said, I am living amongmy people. 14 So he
said, What then is to be done for her? And Gehazi made answer, Still there is this, she has
no son and her husband is old. 15 Then he said, Send for her. And in answer to his voice
she took her place at the door. 16And Elisha said, At this time in the coming year you will
have a son in your arms. And she said, No, my lord, Oman of God, do not say what is false
to your servant. 17Then the woman became with child and gave birth to a son at the time
named, in the year after, as Elishahad said toher. 18Nowoneday,when the childwas older,
he went out to his father to where the grain was being cut. 19And he said to his father, My
head, my head! And the father said to a servant, Take him in to his mother. 20And he took
him in to his mother, and she took him on her knees and kept him there till the middle
of the day, when his life went from him. 21 Then she went up and put him on the bed of
the man of God, shutting the door on him, and went out. 22And she said to her husband,
Send me one of the servants and one of the asses so that I may go quickly to the man of
God and come back again. 23And he said, Why are you going to him today? it is not a new
moon or a Sabbath. But she said, It is well. 24Then she made the ass ready and said to her
servant, Keep driving on; do not make a stop without orders fromme. 25 So she went, and
came to Mount Carmel, to the man of God. And when the man of God saw her coming in
his direction, he said to Gehazi, his servant, See, there is the Shunammite; 26Go quickly to
her, and onmeeting her say to her, Are youwell? and your husband and the child, are they
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well? And she said in answer, All is well. 27And when she came to where the man of God
was on the hill, she put her hands round his feet; and Gehazi came near with the purpose
of pushing her away; but the man of God said, Let her be, for her soul is bitter in her; and
the Lord has kept it secret fromme, and has not givenme word of it. 28Then she said, Did
I make a request tomy lord for a son? did I not say, Do not giveme false words? 29Then he
said to Gehazi, Make yourself ready, and take my stick in your hand, and go: if you come
across anyone on the way, give him no blessing, and if anyone gives you a blessing, give
him no answer. And put my stick on the child's face. 30 But the mother of the child said,
As the Lord is living and as your soul is living, I will not go back without you. So he got up
andwentwith her. 31AndGehaziwent on before themand put the stick on the child's face;
but therewas no voice, and no one gave attention. So hewent back, andmeeting him gave
him the news, saying, The child is not awake. 32And when Elisha came into the house he
saw the child dead, stretched on his bed. 33So hewent in, and shutting the door on the two
of them, made prayer to the Lord. 34Then he got up on the bed, stretching himself out on
the child, and put hismouth on the child'smouth, his eyes on his eyes and his hands on his
hands; and the child's body became warm. 35Then he came back, and after walking once
through the house and back, he went up, stretching himself out on the child seven times;
and the child's eyes became open. 36And he gave orders to Gehazi, and said, Send for the
Shunammite. And she came in answer to his voice. And he said, Take up your son. 37And
she came in, and went down on her face to the earth at his feet; then she took her son in
her arms andwent out. 38And Elishawent back to Gilgal, now therewas very little food in
the land; and the sons of the prophets were seated before him. And he said to his servant,
Put the great pot on the fire, and make soup for the sons of the prophets. 39And one went
out into the field to get green plants and saw a vine of the field, and pulling off the fruit
of it till the fold of his robe was full, he came back and put the fruit, cut up small, into the
pot of soup, having no ideawhat it was. 40Then they gave themen soup from the pot. And
while they were drinking the soup, they gave a cry, and said, O man of God, there is death
in thepot; and theywerenot able to take anymore food. 41But he said, Get somemeal. And
he put it into the pot, and said, Now give it to the people so that they may have food. And
therewas nothing bad in the pot. 42Nowaman came fromBaal-shalishahwith an offering
of first-fruits for the man of God, twenty barley cakes and garden fruit in his bag. And he
said, Give these to the people for food. 43But his servant said, How am I to put this before
a hundredmen? But he said, Give it to the people for food; for the Lord says, There will be
food for them and some over. 44 So he put it before them, and they had a meal and there
wasmore than enough, as the Lord had said.

5
1Now Naaman, chief of the army of the king of Aram, was a man of high position with

his master, and greatly respected, because by him the Lord had given salvation to Aram;
but he was a leper. 2Now the Aramaeans had gone out in bands, and taken prisoner from
Israel a little girl, who became servant to Naaman's wife. 3 And she said to her master's
wife, If only my lord would go to the prophet in Samaria, he would make him well. 4And
someone went and said to his lord, This is what the girl from the land of Israel says. 5 So
the king of Aram said, Go then; and I will send a letter to the king of Israel. And he went,
taking with him ten talents of silver and six thousand shekels of gold, and ten changes of
clothing. 6And he took the letter to the king of Israel, in which the king of Aram had said,
See, I have sentmy servant Naaman to you to bemadewell, for he is a leper. 7But the king
of Israel, after reading the letter, was greatly troubled and said, Am IGod, to give death and
life? why does thisman send a leper tome to bemadewell? is it not clear that he is looking
for a cause of war? 8Now Elisha, the man of God, hearing that the king of Israel had done
this, sent to the king, saying,Whyare you troubled? send theman tome, so that hemay see
that there is a prophet in Israel. 9 So Naaman, with all his horses and his carriages, came
to the door of Elisha's house. 10And Elisha sent a servant to him, saying, Go to Jordan, and
after washing seven times in its waters your fleshwill be well again and youwill be clean.
11But Naaman was angry and went away and said, I had the idea that he would come out
to see such an important person as I am, andmake prayer to the Lord his God, and with a
wave of his hand over the placemake the leper well. 12Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers
of Damascus, better than all thewaters of Israel? may I not bewashed in themandbecome
clean? So turning, he went away in wrath. 13 Then his servants came to him and said, If
the prophet had given you orders to do some great thing, would you not have done it? how
muchmore then,whenhesays toyou, Bewashedandbecomeclean? 14Thenhewentdown
seven times into thewaters of Jordan, as themanofGodhad said; andhis fleshbecame like



2 Kings 5:15 267 2 Kings 6:20

the flesh of a little child again, and he was clean. 15Then he went back to the man of God,
with all his train, and, taking his place before him, said, Now I am certain that there is no
God in all the earth, but only in Israel: now then, take an offering fromme. 16But he said,
By the life of the Lordwhose servant I am, Iwill take nothing fromyou. And he did his best
tomakehim take it but hewouldnot. 17ThenNaaman said, If youwill not, then let there be
given to your servant as much earth as two beasts are able to take on their backs; because
fromnowon, your servantwillmakeno offering or burned offering to other gods, but only
to the Lord. 18But may your servant have the Lord's forgiveness for this one thing: when
mymaster goes into thehouseofRimmon forworship there, supportedonmyarm, andmy
head is bent in the house of Rimmon; when his head is bent in the house of Rimmon, may
your servant have the Lord's forgiveness for this thing. 19And he said to him, Go in peace.
And hewent fromhim some distance. 20But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha, theman of God,
said, Now my master has taken nothing from Naaman, this Aramaean, of what he would
have given him: by the living Lord, I will go after him and get something from him. 21 So
Gehazi went after Naaman. And when Naaman saw him running after him, he got down
from his carriage andwent back to him and said, Is all well? 22And he said, All is well: but
mymaster has sentme, saying, Even now, two youngmen of the sons of the prophets have
come to me from the hill-country of Ephraim; will you give me a talent of silver and two
changes of clothing for them? 23 And Naaman said, Be good enough to take two talents.
And forcing him to take them, he put two talents of silver in two bags, with two changes of
clothing, and gave them to his two servants to take before him. 24Whenhe came to the hill,
he took them from their hands, andput themaway in thehouse; andhe sent themenaway,
and they went. 25Then he came in and took his place before his master. And Elisha said to
him,Wherehave you come from,Gehazi? Andhe said, Your servantwent nowhere. 26And
he said to him, Did not my heart go with you, when the man got down from his carriage
andwent back to you? Is this a time for gettingmoney, and clothing, andolive-gardens and
vine-gardens, and sheep and oxen, andmen-servants andwomen-servants? 27Because of
what you have done, the disease of Naaman the leper will take you in its grip, and your
seed after you, for ever. And he went out from before him a leper as white as snow.

6
1Now the sons of theprophets said to Elisha, There is not roomenough for us in theplace

where we are living under your care; 2 So let us go to Jordan, and let everyone get to work
cutting boards, and we will make a living-place for ourselves there. And he said to them,
Go, then. 3And one of them said, Be pleased to go with your servants. And he said, I will
go. 4So he went with them. Andwhen they came to Jordan, they got to work cutting down
trees. 5 But one of them, while cutting a board, let the head of his axe go into the water;
and he gave a cry, and said, This is a bad business, mymaster, for it is another's. 6And the
man of God said,Where did it go in? andwhen he saw the placewhere it had gone into the
water, cutting a stick, he put it into the water, and the iron came up to the top of the water.
7Then he said, Take it up. So he put out his hand and took it. 8At that time the king of Aram
wasmaking war against Israel; and he had ameeting with the chiefs of his army and said,
I will be waiting in secret in some named place. 9And the man of God sent to the king of
Israel, saying, Take care to keep away from that place, for theAramaeans arewaiting there
in secret. 10So the king of Israel sent to the placewhere theman of God had said therewas
danger, and kept clear of itmore than once. 11Andat this, themind of the king of Aramwas
greatly troubled, and he sent for his servants and said to them,Will you not make clear to
mewhich of us is helping the king of Israel? 12And one of them said, Not one of us, my lord
king; but Elisha, the prophet in Israel, gives the king of Israel news of the words you say
even in your bedroom. 13Then he said, Go and see where he is, so that I may send and get
him. Andnews came to him that hewas inDothan. 14So he sent there horses and carriages
and a great army; and they cameby night, circling the town. 15Now the servant of theman
of God, having got up early and gone out, saw an army with horses and carriages of war
all round the town. And the servant said to him, O my master, what are we to do? 16And
he said in answer, Have no fear; those who are with us are more than those who are with
them. 17ThenElishamade a prayer to the Lord, saying, Lord, let his eyes be open so that he
may see. And the Lordmade the youngman's eyes open; and he saw that all themountain
was full of horses and carriages of fire round Elisha. 18Now when the Aramaeans came
down to Elisha, hemade a prayer to the Lord saying, Lord, make this people blind. And he
made them blind at Elisha's request. 19 And Elisha said to them, This is not the way, and
this is not the town: come afterme so that Imay take you to theman you are searching for.
And he took them to Samaria. 20Andwhen they had come into Samaria, Elisha said, Lord,
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let the eyes of thesemen be open so that theymay see. And the Lordmade their eyes open,
and they saw that they were in the middle of Samaria. 21And the king of Israel, when he
saw them, said to Elisha,My father, am I to put them to the sword? 22But he said in answer,
You are not to put them to death; have you any right to put to death those whom you have
not taken prisoner with your sword and your bow? put bread and water before them, so
that theymay have food and drink and go to theirmaster. 23So hemade ready a great feast
for them, andwhen theyhadhad food anddrink, he sent themawayand theywent back to
their master. And no more bands of Aramaeans came into the land of Israel. 24Now after
this, Ben-hadad, king of Aram, got together all his army andwent up to make an attack on
Samaria, shutting the town in on all sideswith his forces. 25And they became very short of
food in Samaria; for they kept it shut in till the price of an ass's head was eighty shekels of
silver, and a small measure of doves' droppings was five shekels of silver. 26Andwhen the
kingof Israelwasgoingbyon thewall, awomancamecryingout tohim, and said,Help! my
lord king. 27And he said, If the Lord does not give you help, where am I to get help for you?
from the grain-floor or the grape-crusher? 28 And the king said to her, What is troubling
you? And she said in answer, This woman said to me, Give your son to be our food today,
andwewill havemy son tomorrow. 29So, boilingmy son,wehad ameal of him; and on the
day after I said to her, Now give your son for our food; but she has put her son in a secret
place. 30Then the king, hearingwhat thewoman said, tookhis robes inhis hands, violently
parting them; and, while he was walking on the wall, the people, looking, saw that under
his robe he had haircloth on his flesh. 31Then he said, May God's punishment come onme
if Elisha, the son of Shaphat, keeps his head on his body after this day. 32But Elisha was in
his house, and the responsible men were seated there with him; and before the king got
there, Elisha said to those who were with him, Do you see how this cruel and violent man
has sent to take away my life? 33While he was still talking to them, the king came down
and said, This evil is from the Lord; why am I to go on waiting any longer for the Lord?

7
1Then Elisha said, Give ear to theword of the Lord: the Lord says, Tomorrow, about this

time, a measure of good meal will be offered for the price of a shekel and two measures
of barley for a shekel, in the market-place of Samaria. 2 Then the captain whose arm was
supporting the king said to the man of God, Even if the Lord made windows in heaven,
would such a thing be possible? And he said, Your eyes will see it, but you will not have a
taste of the food. 3Now there were four lepers seated at the doorway into the town: and
they said to one another, Why are we waiting here for death? 4 If we say, We will go into
the town, there is no food in the town, and we will come to our end there; and if we go
on waiting here, death will come to us. Come then, let us give ourselves up to the army of
Aram: if they let us goon living, then lifewill be ours; and if theyputus todeath, thendeath
will be ours. 5So in the half light they got up to go to the tents of Aram; butwhen they came
to the outer line of tents, there was no one there. 6 For the Lord had made the sound of
carriages and horses, and the noise of a great army, come to the ears of the Aramaeans, so
that they said to one another, Truly, the king of Israel has got the kings of theHittites and of
the Egyptians for a price tomake an attack on us. 7So they got up andwent in flight, in the
half light, without their tents or their horses or their asses or any of their goods; theywent
inflight, fearing for their lives. 8Andwhen those lepers came to the outer line of tents, they
went into one tent, and had food and drink, and took from it silver and gold and clothing,
which they put in a secret place; then they came back and went into another tent from
which they tookmore goods, which they put away in a secret place. 9Then they said to one
another, We are not doing right. Today is a day of good news, and we say nothing: if we go
onwaitinghere till themorning, punishmentwill come tous. So let us goandgive thenews
to those of the king's house. 10 So they came in, and, crying out to the door-keepers of the
town, they gave them the news, saying, We came to the tents of the Aramaeans, and there
wasno one there andnovoice ofman, only the horses and the asses in their places, and the
tents as they were. 11Then the door-keepers, crying out, gave the news to those inside the
king's house. 12Then the king got up in the night and said to his servants, This ismy idea of
what the Aramaeans have done to us. They have knowledge thatwe arewithout food; and
so they have gone out of their tents, and are waiting secretly in the open country, saying,
When they come out of the town, we will take them living and get into the town. 13 And
one of his servants said in answer, Sendmen and let them take five of the horseswhichwe
still have in the town; if they keep their lives they will be the same as those of Israel who
are still living here; if they come to their death they will be the same as all those of Israel
who have gone to destruction: let us send and see. 14 So they took two horsemen; and the
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king sent themafter the army of the Aramaeans, saying, Go and see. 15And theywent after
them as far as Jordan; and all the road was covered with clothing and vessels dropped by
the Aramaeans in their flight. So those whowere sent went back and gave the news to the
king. 16Then the people went out and took the goods from the tents of the Aramaeans. So
ameasure of goodmealwas to be had for the price of a shekel, and twomeasures of barley
for a shekel, as the Lord had said. 17And the king gave authority to that captain, on whose
armhewas supported, tohave control over thedoorway into the town; but hewas crushed
to death there under the feet of the people, as theman of God had saidwhen the kingwent
down to him. 18 So the words of the man of God came true, which he said to the king: Two
measures of barley will be offered for the price of a shekel and a measure of good meal
for a shekel, tomorrow about this time in themarket-place of Samaria. 19And that captain
said to the man of God, Even if the Lord made windows in heaven, would such a thing be
possible? And he said to him, Your eyes will see it, but youwill not have a taste of the food.
20And such was his fate; for he was crushed to death under the feet of the people, in the
doorway into the town.

8
1NowElisha had said to thewomanwhose son he had given back to life, Go now,with all

the people of your house, and get a living-place for yourselves wherever you are able; for
by theword of the Lord, there will be great need of food in the land; and this will go on for
seven years. 2So thewoman got up and did as theman of God said; and she and the people
of herhousewere living in the landof thePhilistines for sevenyears. 3Andwhen the seven
years were ended, the woman came back from the land of the Philistines and went to the
kingwith a request for her house andher land. 4Now the kingwas talkingwithGehazi, the
servant of themanofGod, saying, Now, givemeanaccount of all the great thingsElishahas
done. 5Andwhile hewas giving the king the story of how Elisha had given life to the dead,
the womanwhose son had come back to life came to the king with a request for her house
and her land. And Gehazi said, My lord king, this is the woman and this is her son, whose
life Elisha gave back to him. 6And in answer to the king's questions, the woman gave him
all the story. So the king gave orders to one of his unsexed servants, saying, Give her back
all her property, and all the produce of her fields from the day when she went away from
the land up till now. 7And Elisha came to Damascus; and Ben-hadad, king of Aram, was
ill; and they said to him, Theman of God has come. 8Then the king said to Hazael, Take an
offering with you, and go to see the man of God and get directions from the Lord by him,
saying, Am I going to get better frommy disease? 9 So Hazael went to see him, taking with
him forty camels with offerings on their backs of every sort of good thing fromDamascus;
and when he came before him, he said, Your son Ben-hadad, king of Aram, has sent me to
you, saying, Will I get better from this disease? 10And Elisha said to him, Go, say to him,
Youwill certainly get better; but the Lord hasmade it clear tome that only death is before
him. 11 And he kept his eyes fixed on him till he was shamed, and the man of God was
overcome with weeping. 12 And Hazael said, Why is my lord weeping? Then he said in
answer, Because I see the evil which you will do to the children of Israel: burning down
their strong towns, putting their youngmen to death with the sword, smashing their little
ones against the stones, and cutting open the women who are with child. 13 And Hazael
said, How is it possible that your servant, who is only a dog, will do this great thing? And
Elisha said, The Lord has made it clear to me that you will be king over Aram. 14 Then he
went away from Elisha and came in to his master, who said to him, What did Elisha say
to you? And his answer was, He said that you would certainly get well. 15Now on the day
after, Hazael took thebed-cover, andmaking itwetwithwater, put it overBen-hadad's face,
causing his death: and Hazael became king in his place. 16 In the fifth year of Joram, the
son of Ahab, king of Israel, Jehoram, the son of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, became king.
17He was thirty-two years old when he became king; and he was ruling in Jerusalem for
eight years. 18Hewent in the ways of the kings of Israel, as the family of Ahab did: for the
daughter of Ahabwas his wife; and he did evil in the eyes of the Lord. 19But it was not the
Lord's purpose to senddestructionon Judah, becauseofDavidhis servant, towhomhehad
given his word that he would have a light for ever. 20 In his time, Edommade themselves
free from the rule of Judah, and took a king for themselves. 21 Then Joram went over to
Zair, with all his war-carriages; ... made an attack by night on the Edomites, whose forces
were all round him, ... the captains of the war-carriages; and the people went in flight to
their tents. 22So Edommade themselves free from the rule of Judah to this day. And at the
same time, Libnahmade itself free. 23Now the rest of the acts of Joram, and all he did, are
they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Judah? 24And Joram went to
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rest with his fathers and was put into the earth with his fathers in the town of David: and
Ahaziahhis sonbecameking inhis place. 25 In the twelfth year that Joram, the sonofAhab,
was king of Israel, Ahaziah, the sonof Jehoram, king of Judah, becameking; 26Ahaziahwas
twenty-two years old when he became king, and he was ruling in Jerusalem for one year.
His mother's name was Athaliah, the daughter of Omri, king of Israel. 27He went in the
ways of the family of Ahab, and did evil in the eyes of the Lord as the family of Ahab did,
for he was a son-in-law of the family of Ahab. 28 He went with Joram, the son of Ahab,
to make war on Hazael, king of Aram, at Ramoth-gilead: and Joram was wounded by the
Aramaeans. 29 So King Joram went back to Jezreel to get well from the wounds which the
bowmenhadgivenhimatRamah,whenhewasfighting againstHazael, king ofAram. And
Ahaziah, the son of Jehoram, king of Judah, went down to see Joram, the son of Ahab, in
Jezreel, because he was ill.

9
1And Elisha the prophet sent for one of the sons of the prophets, and said to him, Make

yourself ready for a journey, and take this bottle of oil in your hand, and go to Ramoth-
gilead. 2And when you get there, go in search of Jehu, the son of Jehoshaphat, the son of
Nimshi; and go in andmake him get up fromamong his brothers, and take him to an inner
room. 3 Then take the bottle and put the oil on his head, and say, The Lord says, I have
put the holy oil on you to make you king over Israel. Then, opening the door, go in flight,
without waiting. 4 So the young prophet went to Ramoth-gilead. 5And when he came, he
saw the captains of the army seated together; andhe said, I have something to say to you, O
captain. And Jehu said, Towhich of us? And he said, To you, O captain. 6And he got up and
went into the house; then he put the holy oil on his head and said to him, The Lord, the God
of Israel, says, I have made you king over the people of the Lord, over Israel. 7 You are to
see that the family of Ahab yourmaster is cut off, so that I may take from Jezebel payment
for the blood ofmy servants the prophets, and for the blood of all the servants of the Lord.
8 For the family of Ahab will come to an end; every male of Ahab's family will be cut off,
he who is shut up and he who goes free in Israel. 9 I will make the family of Ahab like that
of Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, and Baasha, the son of Ahijah. 10And Jezebel will become
food for the dogs in the heritage of Jezreel, and therewill be no one to put her body into the
earth. Then, opening thedoor, hewent inflight. 11Then Jehucameoutagain to the servants
of his lord, and one said to him, Is all well? why did this man, who is off his head, come to
you? And he said to them, You have knowledge of theman and of his talk. 12And they said,
That is not true; now give us his story. Then he said, This is what he said to me: The Lord
says, I have made you king over Israel. 13 Then straight away everyone took his robe and
put it underhimon the topof the steps, and, sounding thehorn, they said, Jehu is king. 14So
Jehu, the son of Jehoshaphat, the son of Nimshi, made designs against Joram. (Now Joram
and all the army of Israel were keeping watch on Ramoth-gilead because of Hazael, king
of Aram: 15But King Joramhad gone back to Jezreel to getwell from thewoundswhich the
Aramaeans had given him when he was fighting against Hazael, king of Aram.) And Jehu
said, If this is your purpose, then let no one get away and go out of the town to give news
of it in Jezreel. 16 So Jehu got into his carriage and went to Jezreel, for Joramwas ill in bed
there; and Ahaziah, king of Judah, had come down to see Joram. 17And the watchman on
the tower in Jezreel saw Jehu and his band coming, and said, I see a band of people. And
Joram said, Send out a horseman to them, and let him say, Is it peace? 18 So a horseman
went out to them and said, The king says, Is it peace? And Jehu said, What have you to
dowith peace? come afterme. And thewatchman gave themword, saying, The horseman
went up to them, but has not comeback. 19Thenhe sent out a secondhorseman,who came
up to them and said, The king says, Is it peace? And Jehu said in answer, What have you
to do with peace? come after me. 20And the watchman gave them word, saying, He went
up to them and has not come back again; and the driving is like the driving of Jehu, son
of Nimshi, for he is driving violently. 21 Then Joram said, Make ready. So they made his
carriage ready; and Joram, king of Israel, with Ahaziah, king of Judah, went out in their
carriages for the purpose ofmeeting Jehu; and they came face to face with him at the field
of Naboth the Jezreelite. 22Now when Joram saw Jehu he said, Is it peace, Jehu? And he
said in answer, What peace is possible while all the land is full of the disgusting sins of
your mother Jezebel, and her secret arts? 23 Then Joram, turning his horses in flight, said
to Ahaziah, Broken faith, O Ahaziah! 24 Then Jehu took his bow in his hand, and with all
his strength sent an arrow, wounding Joram between the arms; and the arrow came out
at his heart, and he went down on his face in his carriage. 25 Then Jehu said to Bidkar,
his captain, Take him up, and put him in the field of Naboth the Jezreelite: for is not that
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day in your memory when you and I together on our horses were going after Ahab, his
father, and the Lord put this fate on him, saying: 26 I saw the blood of Naboth and of his
sons yesterday; and I will give you full payment in this field, says the Lord? So now, take
him and put him in this field, as the Lord said. 27Now when Ahaziah, king of Judah, saw
this, he went in flight by the way of the garden house. And Jehu came after him and said,
Put him to death in the same way; and they gave him a death-wound in his carriage, on
the slope up to Gur, by Ibleam; and hewent in flight toMegiddo, where death came to him.
28And his servants took him in a carriage to Jerusalem, and put him into the earthwith his
fathers in the town of David. 29 (In the eleventh year of the rule of Joram, the son of Ahab,
Ahaziah became king over Judah.) 30And when Jehu came to Jezreel, Jezebel had news of
it; and, paintingher eyes anddressingherhairwith ornaments, sheput herheadout of the
window. 31And when Jehu was coming into the town, she said, Is all well, O Zimri, taker
of your master's life? 32Then, looking up to the window, he said, Who is onmy side, who?
and twoor threeunsexed servants put out their heads. 33Andhe said, Takeher andput her
out of the window. So they sent her down with force, and her blood went in a shower on
the wall and on the horses; and she was crushed under their feet. 34And he came in, and
took food and drink; then he said, Now see to this cursed woman, and put her body into
the earth, for she is a king's daughter. 35And they went out to put her body into the earth,
but nothing of herwas to be seen, only the bones of her head, and her feet, and parts of her
hands. 36 So they came back and gave him word of it. And he said, This is what the Lord
said by his servant Elijah the Tishbite, saying, In the heritage of Jezreel the flesh of Jezebel
will become food for dogs; 37And the dead body of Jezebel will be like waste dropped on
the face of the earth in the heritage of Jezreel; so that they will not be able to say, This is
Jezebel.

10
1Now there were in Samaria seventy of Ahab's sons. And Jehu sent letters to Samaria,

to the rulers of the town, and to the responsible men, and to those who had the care of the
sons of Ahab, saying, 2 Straight away, when you get this letter, seeing that your master's
sons are with you, and that you have carriages and horses and a walled town and arms;
3 Take the best and most upright of your master's sons, and make him king in his father's
place, and put up a fight for yourmaster's family. 4But theywere full of fear, and said, The
two kings have gone down before him: how may we keep our place? 5 So the controller
of the king's house, with the ruler of the town, and the responsible men, and those who
had the care of Ahab's sons, sent to Jehu, saying,We are your servants andwill do all your
orders; we will not make any man king; do whatever seems best to you. 6 Then he sent
them a second letter, saying, If you are on my side, and if you will do my orders, come to
me at Jezreel by this time tomorrow, with the heads of your master's sons. Now the king's
seventy sons were with the great men of the town, who had the care of them. 7And when
the letter came to them, they took the king's sons and put them to death, all the seventy,
and put their heads in baskets and sent them to him at Jezreel. 8And aman came and said
to him, They have come with the heads of the king's sons. And he said, Put them down
in two masses at the doorway of the town till the morning. 9And in the morning he went
out and, stopping, said to all the people there, You are upright men: it is true that I made
designs against my master, and put him to death; but who is responsible for the death of
all these? 10 You may be certain that nothing which the Lord has said about the family of
Ahab will be without effect; for the Lord has done what he said by his servant Elijah. 11 So
Jehu put to death all the rest of the seed of Ahab in Jezreel, and all his relations and his
near friends and his priests, till there were no more of them. 12 Then he got up and came
to Samaria. And he was at the meeting-place of the keepers of sheep, by the way, 13When
he came across the brothers of Ahaziah, king of Judah, and said, Who are you? And they
said,We are the brothers of Ahaziah, king of Judah; we are going down to see the children
of the king and of the queen. 14And he said, Take them living. So they took them living,
and put them to death in the water-hole of Beth-eked; of the forty-two men he put every
one to death; 15And when he had gone away from there, he came across Jehonadab, the
son of Rechab: and he said good-day to him, and said to him, Is your heart true tomine, as
mine is to yours? And Jehonadab in answer said, It is; and Jehu said, If it is, give me your
hand. And he gave him his hand, and he made him come up into his carriage. 16And he
said, Comewithme and see how I am on fire for the Lord's cause. So hemade him gowith
him in his carriage. 17And when he came to Samaria, he put to death all those of Ahab's
family who were still in Samaria, till there were no more of them, as the Lord had said to
Elijah. 18Then Jehu got all the people together and said to them, AhabwasBaal's servant in
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a small way, but Jehu will be his servant on a great scale. 19Now send for all the prophets
of Baal and all his servants and all his priests, to come to me; let no one keep away: for I
have a great offering tomake to Baal; anyonewho is not present, will be put to death. This
Jehu didwith deceit, his purpose being the destruction of the servants of Baal. 20And Jehu
said, Let there be a special holy meeting for the worship of Baal. So a public statement
was made. 21And Jehu sent out through all Israel; and all the servants of Baal came, not
one kept away. And they came into the house of Baal, so that it was full from end to end.
22And Jehu said to him who kept the robes, Get out robes for all the servants of Baal. So
he got out robes for them. 23And Jehu, with Jehonadab, the son of Rechab, went into the
house of Baal; and he said to the servants of Baal, Make a search with care, to see that no
servant of the Lord is with you, but only servants of Baal. 24 Then they went in to make
offerings and burned offerings. Now Jehu had put eighty men outside, and said to them,
If any man whom I give into your hands gets away, the life of him who lets him go will
be the price of his life. 25 Then when the burned offering was ended, straight away Jehu
said to the armed men and the captains, Go in and put them to death; let not one come
out. So they put them to the sword; and, pulling the images to the earth, they went into
the holy place of the house of Baal. 26 And they took out the image of Asherah from the
house of Baal, and had it burned. 27 The altar of Baal was pulled down and the house of
Baal was broken up andmade an unclean place, as it is to this day. 28So Jehu put an end to
theworship of Baal in Israel. 29But Jehudid not keephimself fromall the sins of Jeroboam,
the son of Nebat, and the evil he made Israel do; the gold oxen were still in Beth-el and in
Dan. 30And the Lord said to Jehu, Because you have donewell in doingwhat is right inmy
eyes and effecting allmypurpose for the family of Ahab, your sonswill be kings of Israel to
the fourth generation. 31But Jehu did not take care to keep the law of the Lord with all his
heart: he did not keep himself from the sin which Jeroboam did and made Israel do. 32 In
those days the Lordwas angry first with Israel; and Hazael made attacks on all the land of
Israel, 33 East of Jordan, in all the land of Gilead, the Gadites and the Reubenites and the
Manassites, from Aroer by the valley of the Arnon, all Gilead and Bashan. 34Now the rest
of the acts of Jehu, and all he did, and his great power, are they not recorded in the book
of the history of the kings of Israel? 35And Jehu went to rest with his fathers, and was put
into the earth in Samaria. And Jehoahaz his son became king in his place. 36And the time
of Jehu's rule over Israel in Samaria was twenty-eight years.

11
1Nowwhen Athaliah, themother of Ahaziah, saw that her sonwas dead, she had all the

rest of the seed of the kingdom put to death. 2But Jehosheba, the daughter of King Joram,
sister of Ahaziah, secretly took Joash, the son of Ahaziah,with thewomanwho took care of
him, away fromamong the king's sonswhowereput to death, andput him in thebedroom;
and theykepthimsafe fromAthaliah, so thathewasnotput todeath. 3Andfor sixyears she
kept him safe in the house of the Lord, while Athaliah was ruling over the land. 4Then in
the seventh year, Jehoiada sent for the captains of hundreds of the Carians, and the armed
men, and taking them into thehouse of theLord,madeanagreementwith them, andmade
them take an oath in the house of the Lord, and let them see the king's son. 5And he gave
them orders, saying, This is what you are to do: the third part of you, who come in on the
Sabbath and keep the watch of the king's house, 6 ... 7And the two divisions of you, who
go out on the Sabbath and keep the watch of the house of the Lord, 8Will make a circle
round the king, everyman being armed; andwhoever comes inside your lines is to be put
to death; keep with the king, when he goes out and when he comes in. 9And the captains
of hundreds did as Jehoiada the priest gave themorders; every one tookwith himhismen,
those who came in and those who went out on the Sabbath, and they came in to Jehoiada
the priest. 10And the priest gave to the captains of hundreds the spears and body-covers
which had been King David's, and which were kept in the house of the Lord. 11 Then the
armed men took up their positions, every man with his instruments of war in his hand,
from the right side of the house to the left, round about the altar and the house. 12 Then
hemade the king's son come out, and put the crown on him and the arm-bands, andmade
him king, and put the holy oil on him; and they all, making sounds of joy with their hands,
said, Long life to the king. 13NowAthaliah, hearing the noise made by the people, came to
the people in the house of the Lord; 14And looking, she saw the king in his regular place
by the pillar, and the captains and the horns near him; and all the people of the land giving
signs of joy and sounding the horns. ThenAthaliah, violently parting her robes, gave a cry,
saying, Broken faith, broken faith! 15 Then Jehoiada the priest gave orders to those who
were placed in authority over the army, saying, Take her outside the lines, and let anyone
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who goes after her be put to death with the sword, for he said, Let her not be put to death
in the house of the Lord. 16So they put their hands on her, and shewent to the king's house
by the doorway of the horses, and there she was put to death. 17 And Jehoiada made an
agreement between the Lord and the king and the people, that they would be the Lord's
people; and in the same way between the king and the people. 18 Then all the people of
the land went to the house of Baal and had it pulled down: its altars and images were all
broken to bits, and Mattan, the priest of Baal, they put to death before the altars. And the
priest put overseers over the Lord's house. 19Then he took the captains of hundreds, and
the Carians, and the armedmen, and all the people of the land; and they came downwith
the king from the house of the Lord, through the doorway of the armedmen, to the king's
house. And he took his place on the seat of the kings. 20 So all the people of the land were
glad, and the town was quiet; and they had put Athaliah to death with the sword at the
king's house. 21And Jehoash was seven years old when he became king.

12
1 In the seventh year of Jehu's rule, Jehoash became king; and he was ruling for forty

years in Jerusalem; his mother's name was Zibiah of Beer-sheba. 2 Jehoash did what was
right in the eyes of the Lord all his days, because hewas guided by the teaching of Jehoiada
the priest. 3But the high placeswere not taken away; the peoplewent onmaking offerings
and burning them in the high places. 4 And Jehoash said to the priests, All the money of
the holy things, which comes into the house of the Lord, (the amount fixed for everyman's
payment,) andall themoneygivenbyanymanfreely fromthe impulseofhisheart, 5Let the
priests take, every man from his friends and neighbours, to make good what is damaged
in the house, wherever it is to be seen. 6But in the twenty-third year of King Jehoash, the
priests had not made good the damaged parts of the house. 7 Then King Jehoash sent for
Jehoiada the priest, and the other priests, and said to them, Why have you not made good
what is damaged in the house? now take nomoremoney fromyour neighbours, but give it
for thebuildingupof thehouse. 8So thepriestsmadeanagreement to takenomoremoney
from the people, and not tomake goodwhatwas damaged in the house. 9But Jehoiada the
priest took a chest, andmaking a hole in the cover of it, put it by the altar, on the right side
when one comes into the house of the Lord; and the priests who kept the door put in it
regularly all themoneywhichwas taken into the house of the Lord. 10Andwhen they saw
that therewasmuchmoney in the chest, the king's scribe and the high priest came and put
it in bags, noting the amount of all the money there was in the house of the Lord. 11And
themoneywhichwasmeasured out they gave regularly to thosewhowere responsible for
overseeing the work, and these gave it in payment to the woodworkers and the builders
who were working on the house of the Lord, 12 And to the wall-builders and the stone-
cutters, and to get wood and cut stone for building up the broken parts of the house of the
Lord, and for everything needed to put the house in good order. 13But the money was not
used for making silver cups or scissors or basins or wind-instruments or any vessels of
gold or silver for the house of the Lord; 14 But it was all given to the workmen who were
building up the house. 15 And they did not get any statement of accounts from the men
to whom the money was given for the workmen, for they made use of it with good faith.
16The money of the offerings for error and the sin-offerings was not taken into the house
of the Lord; itwas the priests'. 17ThenHazael, king of Aram,went up against Gath and took
it; and his purpose was to go up to Jerusalem. 18 Then Jehoash, king of Judah, took all the
holy things which Jehoshaphat and Jehoram and Ahaziah his fathers, the kings of Judah,
had given to the Lord, togetherwith the things he himself had given, and all the gold in the
Temple store and in the king's house, and sent it toHazael, king ofAram; andhewent away
from Jerusalem. 19Now the rest of the acts of Joash, and all he did, are they not recorded in
the book of the history of the kings of Israel? 20And his servants made a secret design and
put Joash to death at the house of Millo on the way down to Silla. 21And Jozacar, the son
of Shimeath, and Jehozabad, the son of Shomer, his servants, came to him and put him to
death; and they put him into the earth with his fathers in the town of David; and Amaziah
his son became king in his place.

13
1 In the twenty-third year of Joash, the son of Ahaziah, king of Judah, Jehoahaz, the son

of Jehu, became king over Israel in Samaria, ruling for seventeen years. 2He did evil in the
eyes of the Lord, copying the sins of Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, which he did and made
Israeldo; hedidnotkeephimself fromthem. 3So thewrathof theLordwasburningagainst
Israel, and he gave them up into the power of Hazael, king of Aram, and into the power of
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Ben-hadad, the son of Hazael, again and again. 4Then Jehoahaz made prayer to the Lord,
and the Lord gave ear to him, for he saw how cruelly Israel was crushed by the king of
Aram. 5 (And the Lord gave Israel a saviour, so that they became free from the hands of
the Aramaeans; and the children of Israel were living in their tents as in the past. 6But still
they did not give up the sin of Jeroboam,which hemade Israel do, butwent onwith it; and
there was an image of Asherah in Samaria.) 7 For out of all his army, Jehoahaz had only
fifty horsemen and ten carriages and ten thousand footmen; the king of Aram had given
them up to destruction, crushing them like dust. 8 Now the rest of the acts of Jehoahaz,
and all he did, and his great power, are they not recorded in the book of the history of the
kings of Israel? 9 And Jehoahaz went to rest with his fathers, and was put into the earth
in Samaria; and Joash his son became king in his place. 10 In the thirty-seventh year of the
rule of Joash, king of Judah, Joash, the sonof Jehoahaz, becameking over Israel in Samaria,
ruling for sixteen years. 11He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, not turning away from the
sin of Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, which he did and made Israel do, but he went on with
it. 12Now the rest of the acts of Joash, and all he did, and the force with which he went to
war against Amaziah, king of Judah, are they not recorded in the book of the history of the
kings of Israel? 13And Joash went to rest with his fathers and Jeroboam took his place as
king; and Joash was put into the earth in Samaria with the kings of Israel. 14Now Elisha
became ill with the disease which was the cause of his death: and Joash, king of Israel,
came down to him, and weeping over him said, My father, my father, the war-carriages of
Israel and its horsemen! 15ThenElisha said to him, Takebowandarrows: andhe tookbow
and arrows. 16And he said to the king of Israel, Put your hand on the bow: and he put his
hand on it; and Elisha put his hands on the king's hands. 17Then he said; Let the window
be open to the east: and he got it open. Then Elisha said, Let the arrow go; and he let it go.
And he said, The Lord's arrow of salvation, of salvation over Aram; for you will overcome
the Aramaeans in Aphek and put an end to them. 18And he said, Take the arrows: and he
took them. And he said to the king of Israel, Send them down into the earth; and he did so
three times and nomore. 19Then theman of Godwas angry with him and said, If you had
done it five or six times, then you would have overcome Aram completely; but now you
will only overcome them three times. 20And death came to Elisha and they put his body
into the earth. Now in the spring of the year, armed bands of Moabites frequently came,
overrunning the land. 21Andwhile theywere putting a deadman into the earth, they saw
a band coming; and they put the man quickly into the place where Elisha's body was; and
the deadman, on touching Elisha's bones, came to life again, and got up on his feet. 22And
Israelwas crushedunder thepowerofHazael, kingofAram, all thedaysof Jehoahaz. 23But
theLordwaskind to themandhadpity on them, caring for them, because of his agreement
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; he would not put them to destruction or send them away
frombeforehis face till now. 24ThenHazael, king ofAram, came tohis end; andBen-hadad
his son became king in his place. 25And Jehoash, the son of Jehoahaz, took again fromBen-
hadad, the son of Hazael, the towns which he had taken from Jehoahaz his father in war.
Three times Jehoash overcame him and got back the towns of Israel.

14
1 In the second year of Joash, son of Joahaz, king of Israel, Amaziah, the son of Joash,

became king of Judah. 2He was twenty-five years old when he became king; and he was
ruling in Jerusalem for twenty-nine years; hismother's namewas Jehoaddin of Jerusalem.
3He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, though not like David his father; he did
as Joash his father had done. 4 But still the high places were not taken away; the people
went on making offerings and burning them in the high places. 5Now when he became
strong in the kingdom, straight away he put to death those servants who had taken the
life of the king his father; 6But he did not put their children to death; for the orders of the
Lord recorded in the book of the law of Moses say, The fathers are not to be put to death
for the children, or the children for their fathers; but a man is to be put to death for the
sin which he himself has done. 7He put to the sword twelve thousandmen of Edom in the
Valley of Salt, and took Sela in war, naming it Joktheel, as it is to this day. 8Then Amaziah
sent representatives to Jehoash, the son of Jehoahaz, son of Jehu, king of Israel, saying,
Come, let us have a meeting face to face. 9 And Jehoash, king of Israel, sent to Amaziah,
king of Judah, saying, The thorn-tree in Lebanon sent to the cedar in Lebanon, saying, Give
your daughter to my son for a wife: and a beast from the woodland in Lebanon went by,
crushing the thorn under his feet. 10 It is true that you have overcome Edom and your
heart is uplifted; let that glory be enough for you, and keep in your country; why do you
make causes of trouble, putting yourself, and Judahwith you, in danger of downfall? 11But
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Amaziah gave no attention. So Jehoash, king of Israel, went up, and he and Amaziah, king
of Judah, came face to face at Beth-shemesh,which is in Judah. 12And Judahwas overcome
before Israel, so that they went in flight, every man to his tent. 13 And Jehoash, king of
Israel, made Amaziah, king of Judah, the son of Jehoash, son of Ahaziah, prisoner at Beth-
shemesh, and came to Jerusalem, and had the wall of Jerusalem pulled down from the
doorway of Ephraim to the door in the angle, four hundred cubits. 14And he took all the
gold and silver and all the vessels which were in the house of the Lord and in the store-
house of the king, together with those whose lives would be the price of broken faith, and
went back to Samaria. 15Now the rest of the acts of Jehoash, and his power, and how he
went to war with Amaziah, king of Judah, are they not recorded in the book of the history
of the kings of Israel? 16 And Jehoash went to rest with his fathers, and was put into the
earth in Samaria with the kings of Israel; and Jeroboam his son became king in his place.
17Amaziah, the son of Joash, king of Judah, went on living for fifteen years after the death
of Jehoash, son of Jehoahaz, king of Israel. 18And the rest of the acts of Amaziah, are they
not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Judah? 19Now they made a secret
design against him in Jerusalem; andhewent inflight to Lachish, but they sent after him to
Lachish and put him to death there. 20And they took his body on horseback and put it into
the earth with his fathers in Jerusalem, the town of David. 21Then all the people of Judah
tookAzariah,whowas sixteenyearsold, andmadehimking inplaceofhis fatherAmaziah.
22Hewas the builder of Elath, which he got back for Judah after the death of the king. 23 In
the fifteenth year of the rule of Amaziah, son of Joash, king of Judah, Jeroboam, the son of
Joash, king of Israel, became king in Samaria, ruling for forty-one years. 24He did evil in
the eyes of the Lord, not turning away from the sin which Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, did
andmade Israel do. 25He got back the old limits of Israel from the way into Hamath to the
sea of theArabah, as the Lordhad said byhis servant Jonah, the sonofAmittai, the prophet
of Gath-hepher. 26For the Lord sawhowbitterwas the trouble of Israel, and that everyone
was cut off, hewhowas shut up andhewhowent free, and that Israel hadnohelper. 27And
the Lord had not said that the name of Israel was to be taken away from the earth; but he
gave them a saviour in Jeroboam, the son of Joash. 28Now the rest of the acts of Jeroboam,
and all he did, and his power, and how he went to war with Damascus, causing the wrath
of the Lord to be turned away from Israel, are they not recorded in the book of the history
of the kings of Israel? 29And Jeroboamwent to rest with his fathers, and was put into the
earth with the kings of Israel; and Zechariah his son became king in his place.

15
1 In the twenty-seventh year of the rule of Jeroboam, king of Israel, Azariah, son of

Amaziah, became king of Judah. 2He was sixteen years old when he became king, and he
was ruling in Jerusalem for fifty-two years; his mother's name was Jecoliah of Jerusalem.
3And he did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, as his father Amaziah had done. 4But
he did not take away the high places, and the people still went on making offerings and
burning them in the high places. 5And the Lord sent disease on the king and he became
a leper, and to the day of his death he was living separately in his private house. And
Jotham his son was over his house, judging the people of the land. 6Now the rest of the
acts of Azariah, and all he did, are they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings
of Judah? 7 And Azariah went to rest with his fathers and was put into the earth with
his fathers in the town of David; and Jotham his son became king in his place. 8 In the
thirty-eighth year of Azaliah, king of Judah, Zechariah, son of Jeroboam, was king over
Israel for six months. 9 And he did evil in the eyes of the Lord, as his father had done,
not turning away from the sin which Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, did and made Israel do.
10 And Shallum, the son of Jabesh, made a secret design against him, and, attacking him
in Ibleam, put him to death and became king in his place. 11Now the rest of the acts of
Zechariah are recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Israel. 12 This was what
the Lord had said to Jehu, Your sons to the fourth generationwill be kings of Israel. And so
it cameabout. 13Shallum, the sonof Jabesh, becameking in the thirty-ninth year ofUzziah,
king of Judah; andhewas ruling in Samaria for the space of onemonth. 14ThenMenahem,
the son of Gadi, went up from Tirzah and came to Samaria, and attacking Shallum, son of
Jabesh, in Samaria, put him to death and made himself king in his place. 15Now the rest
of the acts of Shallum, and the secret design which he made, are recorded in the book of
thehistory of the kings of Israel. 16ThenMenahemsent destructiononTappuahandall the
people in it, and its limits, fromTirzah, because theywouldnot let himcome in; andhehad
all the women who were with child cut open. 17 In the thirty-ninth year of Azariah, king
of Judah, Menahem, the son of Gadi, became king over Israel, and was ruling in Samaria
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for ten years. 18He did evil in the eyes of the Lord; he did not keep himself from the sin
which Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, did and made Israel do. 19 In his day, Pul, the king of
Assyria, came up against the land; and Menahem gave Pul a thousand talents of silver so
that hemight let him keep the kingdom. 20AndMenahem got themoney from Israel, from
all themen of wealth, fifty silver shekels from everyman, to give to the king of Assyria. So
the king of Assyria went back without stopping in the land. 21Now the rest of the acts of
Menahem, and all he did, are they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of
Israel? 22And Menahem went to rest with his fathers; and Pekahiah his son became king
in his place. 23 In the fiftieth year of Azariah king of Judah, Pekahiah, the son ofMenahem,
became king over Israel in Samaria, ruling for two years. 24He did evil in the eyes of the
Lord, not turning from the sin which Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, did and made Israel do.
25AndPekah, the son of Remaliah, his captain,made a secret design against him, attacking
him in the king's great house in Samaria; and with him were fifty men of Gilead; and he
put him to death and became king in his place. 26 Now the rest of the acts of Pekahiah,
and all he did, are recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Israel. 27 In the fifty-
second year of Azariah, king of Judah, Pekah, the son of Remaliah, became king over Israel
in Samaria, ruling for twenty years. 28He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, not turning from
the sin which Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, did andmade Israel do. 29 In the days of Pekah,
king of Israel, Tiglath-pileser, king of Assyria, came and took Ijon and Abel-beth-maacah
and Janoah andKedesh andHazor andGilead andGalilee and all the land of Naphtali; and
he took the people away to Assyria. 30And Hoshea, the son of Elah, made a secret design
against Pekah, the son of Remaliah, and, attacking him, put him to death and became king
in his place, in the twentieth year of Jotham, the son of Uzziah. 31Now the rest of the acts
of Pekah, and all he did, are recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Israel. 32 In
the second year of Pekah, the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, Jotham, the son of Uzziah,
became king of Judah. 33He was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he was
ruling for sixteen years in Jerusalem; and hismother's namewas Jerusha, the daughter of
Zadok. 34And he did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, as his father Uzziah had done.
35But he did not take away the high places, and the people still went on making offerings
andburning themin thehighplaces. Hewas thebuilderof thehigherdoorwayof thehouse
of the Lord. 36Now the rest of the acts of Jotham, and all he did, are they not recorded in
the book of the history of the kings of Judah? 37 In those days the Lord first sent against
Judah, Rezin, the king of Aram, and Pekah, the son of Remaliah. 38And Jothamwent to rest
with his fathers, and was put into the earth in the town of David his father; and Ahaz his
son became king in his place.

16
1 In the seventeenth year of Pekah, the son of Remaliah, Ahaz, the son of Jotham, became

king of Judah. 2Ahazwas twenty years oldwhenhebecameking; hewas ruling for sixteen
years in Jerusalem. He did not do what was right in the eyes of the Lord his God, as David
his father did. 3 But he went in the ways of the kings of Israel, and even made his son go
through the fire, copying the disgustingways of the nationswhom the Lord had sent out of
the land before the children of Israel. 4And he made offerings, burning them in the high
places and on the hills and under every green tree. 5Then Rezin, king of Aram, and Pekah,
sonofRemaliah, kingof Israel, cameup to Jerusalemtomakewar; and theymadeanattack
on Ahaz, shutting him in, but were not able to overcome him. 6 At that time the king of
Edomgot Elath back for Edom, and sent the Jews out of Elath; and the Edomites came back
to Elath where they are living to this day. 7 So Ahaz sent representatives to Tiglath-pileser,
king of Assyria, saying, I am your servant and your son; come tomy help against the kings
of Aram and Israel who have taken up arms against me. 8 And Ahaz took the silver and
gold which were in the house of the Lord and in the king's store-house, and sent them as
an offering to the king of Assyria. 9And the king of Assyria, in answer to his request, went
upagainstDamascusand took it, and took its people awayasprisoners toKir, andputRezin
to death. 10 Then King Ahaz went to Damascus for a meeting with Tiglath-pileser, king of
Assyria; and there he saw the altar which was at Damascus; and King Ahaz sent to Urijah
the priest a copy of the altar, giving the design of it and all the details of its structure. 11And
from the copyKingAhaz sent fromDamascus, Urijahmade analtar andhad it readyby the
time King Ahaz came back from Damascus. 12And when the king came from Damascus,
he saw the altar; and he went up on it and made an offering on it. 13He made his burned
offering and his meal offering and his drink offering there, draining out the blood of his
peace-offerings on the altar. 14 And the brass altar, which was before the Lord, he took
from the front of the house, frombetween his altar and the house of the Lord, and put it on
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the north side of his altar. 15And King Ahaz gave orders to Urijah the priest, saying, Make
themorning burned offering and the eveningmeal offering and the king's burned offering
andmeal offering, with the burned offerings of all the people and theirmeal offerings and
drink offerings, on the great altar, and put on it all the blood of the burned offerings and of
the beasts which are offered; but the brass altar will be for my use to get directions from
theLord. 16SoUrijah thepriest did everythingas theking said 17AndKingAhaz tookoff the
sides of the wheeled bases, and took down the great water-vessel from off the brass oxen
which were under it and put it on a floor of stone. 18 ***the house of the Lord, because of
the king of Assyria. 19Now the rest of the things which Ahaz did, are they not recorded in
the book of the history of the kings of Judah? 20AndAhazwent to restwith his fathers, and
was put into the earth with his fathers in the town of David; and Hezekiah his son became
king in his place.

17
1 In the twelfth year of Ahaz, king of Judah, Hoshea, the son of Elah, became king over

Israel in Samaria, ruling for nine years. 2Hedid evil in the eyes of the Lord, thoughnot like
the kings of Israel before him. 3 Against him came up Shalmaneser, king of Assyria, and
Hoshea became his servant and sent him offerings. 4 But Hoshea's broken faith became
clear to the king of Assyria because he had sent representatives to So, king of Egypt, and
did not send his offering to the king of Assyria, as he had done year by year: so the king
of Assyria had him shut up in prison and put in chains. 5 Then the king of Assyria went
through all the land and came up to Samaria, shutting it in with his forces for three years.
6 In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria took Samaria, and took Israel away to
Assyria, placing them in Halah and in Habor on the river Gozan, and in the towns of the
Medes. 7And the wrath of the Lord came on Israel because they had done evil against the
Lord their God, who took them out of the land of Egypt from under the yoke of Pharaoh,
king of Egypt, and had become worshippers of other gods, 8 Living by the rules of the
nations whom the Lord had sent out from before the children of Israel. 9And the children
of Israel did secretly against the Lord their God things whichwere not right, building high
places for themselves in all their towns, from the tower of the watchmen to the walled
town. 10 They put up pillars of stone and wood on every high hill and under every green
tree: 11Burning their offerings in all the high places, as those nations did whom the Lord
sent away from before them; they did evil things, moving the Lord to wrath; 12And they
made themselves servants of disgusting things, though the Lord had said, You are not to
do this. 13 And he gave witness to Israel and Judah, by every prophet and seer, saying,
Come back from your evil ways, and do my orders and keep my rules, and be guided by
the law which I gave to your fathers and sent to you by my servants the prophets. 14And
they did not give ear, but became stiff-necked, like their fathers who had no faith in the
Lord their God. 15And theywent against his rules, and the agreementwhich hemadewith
their fathers, and his lawswhich he gave them; they gave themselves up to things without
senseorvalue, andbecame foolish like thenations round them, ofwhomtheLordhadsaid,
Do not as they do. 16And turning their backs on all the orders which the Lord had given
them, they made for themselves images of metal, and the image of Asherah, worshipping
all the starsofheavenandbecomingservants toBaal. 17And theymade their sonsand their
daughters go through the fire, and theymade use of secret arts and unnatural powers, and
gave themselvesup todoingevil in theeyesof theLord, till hewasmoved towrath. 18So the
Lord was very angry with Israel, and his face was turned away from them: only the tribe
of Judah kept its place. 19 (But even Judah did not keep the orders of the Lord their God,
but were guided by the rules which Israel had made. 20 So the Lord would have nothing
to do with all the offspring of Israel, and sent trouble on them, and gave them up into the
hands of their attackers, till he had sent them away from before his face.) 21For Israel was
broken off from the family of David, and theymade Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, king, who,
driving themaway from the lawsof theLord,made themdoagreat sin. 22And the children
of Israel went onwith all the sins which Jeroboam did; they did not keep themselves from
them; 23Till the Lord put Israel away frombefore his face, as he had said by all his servants
the prophets. So Israel was taken away from their land to Assyria, to this day. 24 Then
the king of Assyria took men from Babylon and from Cuthah and Avva and Hamath and
Sepharvaim, and put them in the towns of Samaria in place of the children of Israel; so
they got Samaria for their heritage, living in its towns. 25Nowwhen first they were living
there theydidnot giveworship to theLord. So theLord sent lions among them, causing the
death of some of them. 26 So they said to the king of Assyria, The nations whom you have
taken as prisoners and put in the towns of Samaria, have no knowledge of the way of the
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god of the land: so he has sent lions among them, causing their death, because they have
no knowledge of his way. 27 Then the king of Assyria gave orders, saying, Send there one
of the priests whomyou took away, and let him be living there and teaching the people the
way of the god of the land. 28So one of the priestswhom they had taken away as a prisoner
fromSamaria came back, and, living in Beth-el, became their teacher in theworship of the
Lord. 29Andeverynationmadegods for themselves, andput them in thehousesof thehigh
placeswhich the Samaritans hadmade, every nation in the townswhere theywere living.
30 The men of Babylon made Succoth-benoth, and the men of Cuth made Nergal, and the
menofHamathmadeAshima, 31TheAvvitesmadeNibhazandTartak, and the Sepharvites
gave their children to be burned in the fire to Adrammelech and Anammelech, the gods of
Sepharvaim. 32 So they went on worshipping the Lord, and made for themselves, from
among all the people, priests for the high places, to make offerings for them in the houses
of the high places. 33They gaveworship to the Lord, but they gave honour to their gods like
the nations did fromwhom they had been taken as prisoners. 34So to this day they go on in
their old ways, not worshipping the Lord or keeping his orders or his ways or the law and
the rule which the Lord gave to the children of Jacob, to whom he gave the name Israel;
35And the Lord made an agreement with them and gave them orders, saying, You are to
have no other gods; you are not to giveworship to them or be their servants ormake them
offerings: 36But the Lord, who took you out of the land of Egypt with his great power and
his outstretched arm, he is yourGod, towhomyou are to giveworship andmake offerings:
37 And the rules and the orders and the law which he put in writing for you, you are to
keep and do for ever; you are to have no other gods. 38And you are to keep inmemory the
agreement which I have made with you; and you are to have no other gods. 39 And you
are to give worship to the Lord your God; for it is he who will give you salvation from the
hands of all who are against you. 40 But they gave no attention, but went on in their old
way. 41 So these nations, worshipping the Lord, still were servants to the images they had
made; their children and their children's children did the same; as their fathers did, so do
they, to this day.

18
1Now in the third year of Hoshea, son of Elah, king of Israel, Hezekiah, the son of Ahaz,

became king of Judah. 2 He was twenty-five years old when he became king, ruling in
Jerusalem for twenty-nine years; his mother's name was Abi, the daughter of Zechariah.
3He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord as David his father had done. 4He had the
high places taken away, and the stone pillars broken to bits, and the Asherah cut down;
and the brass snake which Moses had made was crushed to powder at his order, because
in those days the children of Israel had offerings burned before it, and he gave it the name
Nehushtan. 5He had faith in the Lord, the God of Israel; so that there was no one like him
among all the kings of Judah who were before him. 6 For his heart was fixed on the Lord,
not turning from his ways, and he did his orders which the Lord gave to Moses. 7 And
the Lord was with him; he did well in all his undertakings: and he took up arms against
the king of Assyria and was his servant no longer. 8 He overcame the Philistines as far
as Gaza and its limits, from the tower of the watchman to the walled town. 9Now in the
fourth year of King Hezekiah, which was the seventh year of Hoshea, son of Elah, king
of Israel, Shalmaneser, king of Assyria, came up against Samaria, shutting it in with his
armies. 10And at the end of three years they took it; in the sixth year of Hezekiah's rule,
which was the ninth year of Hoshea, king of Israel, Samaria was taken. 11And the king of
Assyria took Israel away as prisoners into Assyria, placing them in Halah and in Habor on
the river Gozan, and in the towns of theMedes; 12Because they did not give ear to the voice
of the Lord their God, but went against his agreement, even against everything ordered
by Moses, the servant of the Lord, and they did not give ear to it or do it. 13 Now in the
fourteenth year of king Hezekiah, Sennacherib, king of Assyria, came up against all the
walled towns of Judah and took them. 14And Hezekiah, king of Judah, sent to Lachish, to
the king ofAssyria, saying, I have donewrong; give up attackingme, andwhatever youput
onme I will undergo. And the payment he was tomake was fixed by the king of Assyria at
three hundred talents of silver and thirty talents of gold. 15 So Hezekiah gave him all the
silver in the house of the Lord, and in the king's store-house. 16And at that time Hezekiah
had the gold from the doors of the Lord's house, and from the door-pillars plated by him,
cut off and gave it to the king of Assyria. 17Then the king of Assyria sent the Tartan and the
Rab-saris and the Rab-shakeh from Lachish to Jerusalem, to King Hezekiah, with a strong
force. And they went up and came to Jerusalem, and took up their position by the stream
of the higher pool, by the highway of the washerman's field. 18And they sent for the king,
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and Eliakim, the son of Hilkiah, whowas over the house, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah,
the son of Asaph, the recorder, came out to them. 19And the Rab-shakeh said to them, Say
now to Hezekiah, These are the words of the great king, the king of Assyria: In what are
you placing your hope? 20 You say you have a design, and strength for war, but these are
only words. Now to whom are you looking for support, that you have gone against my
authority? 21 See, now, you are basing your hope on that broken rod of Egypt, which will
go through aman's hand if hemakes use of it for a support; for so is Pharaoh, king of Egypt,
to all who put their faith in him. 22And if you say to me, Our hope is in the Lord our God:
is it not he, whose high places and altars Hezekiah has taken away, saying to Judah and
Jerusalem thatworshipmay only be given before this altar in Jerusalem? 23And now, take
a chance with my master, the king of Assyria, and I will give you two thousand horses, if
you are able to put horsemen on them. 24How then may you put to shame the least of my
master's servants? and you have put your hope in Egypt for war-carriages and horsemen:
25And have I now come up to send destruction on this place without the Lord's authority?
It was the Lord himself who said tome, Go up against this land andmake it waste. 26Then
Eliakim, the son of Hilkiah, and Shebna and Joah said to the Rab-shakeh, Will you kindly
make use of the Aramaean language in talking to your servants, for we are used to it, and
do not make use of the Jews' language in the hearing of the people on the wall. 27But the
Rab-shakeh said to them, Is it to your master or to you that my master has sent me to say
these words? has he not sent me to the men seated on the wall? for they are the people
whowill be short of foodwith youwhen the town is shut in. 28Then the Rab-shakeh got up
and saidwith a loud voice in the Jews' language, Give ear to thewords of the great king, the
king of Assyria; 29This is what the king says: Do not be tricked by Hezekiah, for there is no
salvation for you in him. 30And do not let Hezekiah make you put your faith in the Lord,
saying, The Lordwill certainly keep us safe, and this townwill not be given into the hands
of the king of Assyria. 31Do not give ear to Hezekiah, for this is what the king of Assyria
says: Make peace with me and come out to me; and everyone will be free to take the fruit
of his vine and of his fig-tree, and the water of his spring; 32Till I come and take you away
to a land like yours, a land of grain and wine, a land of bread and vine-gardens, a land of
oil-giving olives andof honey, so that life andnot deathmaybe your fate. Give no attention
to Hezekiah when he says to you, The Lord will keep us safe. 33Has any one of the gods of
the nations kept his land from falling into the hands of the king of Assyria? 34Where are
the gods of Hamath and of Arpad? where are the gods of Sepharvaim, of Hena and Ivvah?
have they kept Samaria out of my hands? 35Who among all the gods of these countries
have kept their country from falling into my hands, to give cause for the thought that the
Lordwill keep Jerusalem from falling intomyhands? 36But the people kept quiet and gave
him no answer: for the king's order was, Give him no answer. 37Then Eliakim, the son of
Hilkiah, who was over the house, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah, the son of Asaph, the
recorder, came to Hezekiah, with their clothing parted as a sign of grief, and gave him an
account of what the Rab-shakeh had said.

19
1And on hearing it, King Hezekiah took off his robe, and put on haircloth, andwent into

the house of the Lord. 2 And he sent Eliakim, who was over the house, and Shebna the
scribe, and the chief priests, dressed in haircloth, to Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz.
3 And they said to him, Hezekiah says, This day is a day of trouble and punishment and
shame; for the children are ready to come to birth, but there is no strength to give birth to
them. 4 Itmaybe that theLordyourGodwill giveear to thewordsof theRab-shakeh,whom
the king of Assyria, his master, sent to say evil things against the living God, andwill make
his words come to nothing: so then make your prayer for the rest of the people. 5 So the
servants of KingHezekiah came to Isaiah. 6And Isaiah said to them, This iswhat you are to
say to yourmaster: The Lord says, Be not troubled by the words which the servants of the
king of Assyria have said against me in your hearing. 7See, I will put a spirit into him, and
badnewswill come tohis ears, andhewill goback tohis land; and there Iwill havehimput
to death by the sword. 8 So the Rab-shakeh went back, and when he got there the king of
Assyria wasmakingwar against Libnah, for it had come to his ears that he had gone away
fromLachish. 9Andwhen news came to him that Tirhakah, king of Ethiopia, hadmade an
attack on him, he sent representatives to Hezekiah again, saying, 10This is what you are to
say to Hezekiah, king of Judah: Let not your God, in whom is your faith, give you a false
hope, saying, Jerusalemwill not be given into the hands of the king of Assyria. 11No doubt
the story has come to your ears of what the kings of Assyria have done to all lands, putting
them to the curse; and will you be kept safe? 12Did the gods of the nations keep safe those
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on whom my fathers sent destruction, Gozan and Haran and Rezeph and the children of
Eden who were in Telassar? 13Where is the king of Hamath, and the king of Arpad, and
the king of the town of Sepharvaim, of Hena and of Ivvah? 14AndHezekiah took the letter
from the hands of those who had come with it; and after reading it, Hezekiah went up to
the house of the Lord, opening the letter there before the Lord. 15And Hezekiah made his
prayer to the Lord, saying, O Lord, the God of Israel, seated between the winged ones, you
only are the God of all the kingdoms of the earth; you havemade heaven and earth. 16Let
your ear be turned to us, O Lord, and let your eyes be open, O Lord, and see; take note of all
the words of Sennacherib who has sent men to say evil against the living God. 17 Truly, O
Lord, the kings of Assyria havemade waste the nations and their lands, 18And have given
their gods to the fire; for theywere no gods, but wood and stone, the work ofmen's hands;
so they have given them to destruction. 19But now, O Lord our God, give us salvation from
his hands, so that it may be clear to all the kingdoms of the earth that you and only you,
O Lord, are God. 20 Then Isaiah, the son of Amoz, sent to Hezekiah, saying, The Lord, the
God of Israel, says, The prayer which you have made to me against Sennacherib, king of
Assyria, has come to my ears. 21 This is the word which the Lord has said about him: In
the eyes of the virgin daughter of Zion you are shamed and laughed at; the daughter of
Jerusalem has made sport of you. 22 Against whom have you said evil and bitter things?
against whom has your voice been loud and your eyes lifted up? even against the Holy
One of Israel. 23 You have sent your servants with evil words against the Lord, and have
said, With all my war-carriages I have come up to the top of the mountains, to the inmost
parts of Lebanon; its tall cedarswill be cut down, and thebest trees of itswoods; Iwill come
up into his highest places, into his thickwoods. 24 I havemadewater-holes and taken their
waters, andwithmy foot I havemade all the rivers of Egypt dry. 25Has it not come to your
ears how I did it long before, purposing it in times long past? Now I have given effect tomy
design, so that by you strong townsmight be turned intomasses of brokenwalls. 26This is
why their townsmenhadno power, theywere broken and put to shame; theywere like the
grass of the field and the green plant, like grass on the house-tops. 27But I have knowledge
of your getting up and your resting, of your going out and your coming in. 28Because your
wrath against me and your words of pride have come up to my ears, I will put my hook
in your nose and my cord in your lips, and I will make you go back by the way you came.
29And this will be the sign to you: you will get your food this year fromwhat comes up of
itself; and in the second year from the produce of the same; and in the third year you will
put in your seed and get in the grain andmake vine-gardens and take of their fruit. 30And
those of Judah who are still living will again take root in the earth and give fruit. 31 For
from Jerusalem those who have been kept safe will go out, and those who are still living
will go out of Mount Zion: by the fixed purpose of the Lord of armies this will be done.
32 For this cause the Lord says about the king of Assyria, He will not come into this town,
or send an arrow against it; he will not come before it with arms, or put up an earthwork
against it; 33 By the way he came he will go back, and he will not get into this town, says
the Lord. 34For I will keep this town safe, formy honour, and for the honour ofmy servant
David. 35 And that night the angel of the Lord went out and put to death in the army of
the Assyrians a hundred and eighty-five thousandmen; andwhen the people got up early
in the morning, there was nothing to be seen but dead bodies. 36 So Sennacherib, king of
Assyria,went back tohis place atNineveh. 37And it cameabout,whenhewasworshipping
in the house of Nisroch his god, that his sons Adrammelech and Sharezer put him to death
with the sword; and they went in flight into the land of Ararat. And Esar-haddon his son
became king in his place.

20
1 In those daysHezekiahwas ill andnear death. And Isaiah theprophet, the sonofAmoz,

came tohim, and said to him, TheLord says, Put yourhouse in order, for your death is near.
2Then, turning his face to the wall, he made his prayer to the Lord, saying, 3O Lord, keep
in mind how I have been true to you with all my heart, and have done what is good in
your eyes. And Hezekiah gave way to bitter weeping. 4Now before Isaiah had gone out
of the middle of the town, the word of the Lord came to him, saying, 5Go back and say to
Hezekiah, the ruler ofmypeople, The Lord, the God of David your father, says, Your prayer
has come tomy ears, and I have seen your weeping; see, I will make youwell: on the third
day youwill go up to the house of the Lord. 6 I will give you fifteenmore years of life; and I
will keep you and this town safe from the hands of the king of Assyria; Iwill keep this town
safe, for my honour, and for the honour of my servant David. 7 Then Isaiah said, Take a
cake of figs. So they took it and put it on his wound, and he got better. 8And Hezekiah said
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to Isaiah, What is to be the sign that the Lord will make me well, and that I will go up to
the house of the Lord on the third day? 9And Isaiah said, This is the sign the Lordwill give
you, that hewill dowhat he has said; will the shade go forward ten degrees or back? 10And
Hezekiah said in answer, It is a simple thing for the shade to go forward; but let it go back
ten degrees. 11Then Isaiah the prophetmade prayer to the Lord, andhemade the shade go
back ten degrees from its position on the steps of Ahaz. 12At that time,Merodach-baladan,
the son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent letters with an offering to Hezekiah, because he
had news that Hezekiah had been ill. 13 And Hezekiah was glad at their coming and let
them see all his store of wealth, the silver and the gold and the spices and the oil of great
price, and the house of his arms, and everything therewas in his stores; therewas nothing
in all his house or his kingdom which Hezekiah did not let them see. 14 Then Isaiah the
prophet came to King Hezekiah and said to him, What did these men say and where did
they come from? And Hezekiah said, They came from a far country, even from Babylon.
15 And he said, What have they seen in your house? And Hezekiah said in answer, They
saw everything in my house: there is nothing among my stores which I did not let them
see. 16 And Isaiah said to Hezekiah, Give ear to the word of the Lord. 17 Truly, days are
coming when everything in your house, and whatever your fathers have put in store till
this day, will be taken away to Babylon: all will be gone, says the Lord. 18And your sons,
the offspring of your body, they will take away to be unsexed servants in the house of the
king of Babylon. 19 Then Hezekiah said to Isaiah, Good is the word of the Lord which you
have said. Then he said, ... if in my time there is peace and righteousness? 20Now the rest
of the acts of Hezekiah, and his power, and how he made the pool and the stream, to take
water into the town, are they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Judah?
21 And Hezekiah went to rest with his fathers; and Manasseh his son became king in his
place.

21
1Manassehwas twelve years oldwhenhe became king; for fifty-five years hewas ruling

in Jerusalem; and his mother's name was Hephzi-bah. 2 He did evil in the eyes of the
Lord, copying the disgusting ways of those nations whom the Lord had sent out before
the children of Israel. 3He put up again the high places which had been pulled down by
Hezekiah his father; he made altars for Baal, and an Asherah, as Ahab, king of Israel, had
done; he was a worshipper and servant of all the stars of heaven. 4And he put up altars in
the house of the Lord, of which the Lord had said, In Jerusalem will I put my name. 5And
he put up altars for all the stars of heaven in the two outer squares of the house of the
Lord. 6And he made his son go through the fire, and made use of secret arts and signs for
reading the future; he gave positions to those who had control of spirits and to wonder-
workers; he didmuch evil in the eyes of the Lord,moving him towrath. 7He put the image
of Asherah which he had made in the house of which the Lord had said to David and to
Solomon his son, In this house, and in Jerusalem, the townwhich I havemademine out of
all the tribes of Israel, I will put my name for ever. 8And never again will I send the feet of
Israel wandering from the land which I gave to their fathers; if only they will take care to
doallmyorders, andkeepall the lawwhichmyservantMoses gave them. 9But theydidnot
give ear; and Manasseh made them do more evil than those nations did, whom the Lord
gave up to destruction before the children of Israel. 10And the Lord said, by his servants
the prophets, 11Because Manasseh, king of Judah, has done these disgusting things, doing
more evil than all the Amorites before him, and making Judah do evil with his false gods,
12 For this cause, says the Lord, the God of Israel, I will send such evil on Jerusalem and
Judah that the ears of all to whom the news comes will be burning. 13And over Jerusalem
will be stretched the line of Samaria and the weight of Ahab; Jerusalem will be washed
clean as a plate is washed, and turned over on its face. 14 And I will put away from me
the rest ofmy heritage, and give themup into the hands of their haters, whowill take their
propertyand their goods for themselves; 15Because theyhavedoneevil inmyeyes,moving
me to wrath, from the day when their fathers came out of Egypt till this day. 16More than
this, Manasseh took the lives of upright men, till Jerusalem from one end to the other was
full of blood; in addition to his sin in making Judah do evil in the eyes of the Lord. 17Now
the rest of the acts of Manasseh, and all he did, and his sins, are they not recorded in the
book of the history of the kings of Judah? 18SoManassehwent to rest with his fathers, and
was put into the earth in the garden of his house, in the garden of Uzza; and Amon his son
became king in his place. 19Amonwas twenty-two years old when he became king, ruling
in Jerusalem for two years; his mother's name was Meshullemeth, the daughter of Haruz
of Jotbah. 20Hedid evil in the eyes of theLord, asManassehhis father haddone. 21Hewent
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in all the ways of his father, being a servant and worshipper of the false gods to which his
father had been a servant; 22Turning away from the Lord, the God of his fathers, and not
walking inhisways. 23And the servants ofAmonmadea secret designagainst him, andput
the king to death in his house. 24But the people of the land put to death all those who had
taken part in the design against the king, andmade Josiah his son king in his place. 25Now
the rest of the acts which Amon did, are they not recorded in the book of the history of the
kings of Judah? 26Hewas put in his last resting-place in the garden of Uzza, and Josiah his
son became king in his place.

22
1 Josiah was eight years old when he became king; and he was ruling in Jerusalem for

thirty-one years; his mother's name was Jedidah, daughter of Adaiah of Bozkath. 2He did
what was right in the eyes of the Lord, walking in the ways of David his father, without
turning to the right hand or to the left. 3Now in the eighteenth year after he became king,
Josiah sent Shaphan, the son of Azaliah, the son of Meshullam, the scribe, to the house of
the Lord, saying to him, 4Go up to Hilkiah, the chief priest, and let him give out themoney
which is taken into the house of the Lord, which the keepers of the door have got together
from the people; 5And let it be given to the overseers of the work of the Lord's house, to
give to the workmen who are making good what was damaged in the house of the Lord;
6To thewoodworkers and the builders and the stone-cutters; and for gettingwood and cut
stones for thebuildingupof thehouse. 7Theydidnothave togiveanyaccountof themoney
whichwashanded to them, for theymadeuseof itwith good faith. 8ThenHilkiah, the chief
priest, said to Shaphan the scribe, I havemadediscoveryof thebookof the law in thehouse
of the Lord. SoHilkiah gave it to Shaphan; 9Then, after reading it, Shaphan the scribewent
in to the king and gave him an account of what had been done, saying, Your servants have
given out themoneywhichwas in the house, andhave given it to the overseers of thework
of the house of the Lord. 10 Then Shaphan the scribe said to the king, Hilkiah the priest
has given me a book; and he was reading it before the king. 11And the king, hearing the
words of the book of the law, took his robe in his hands, violently parting it as a sign of
his grief; 12And he gave orders to Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, and
Achbor, the son of Micaiah, and Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah the king's servant, saying,
13Go and get directions from the Lord for me and for the people and for all Judah, about
the words of this book which has come to light; for great is the wrath of the Lord which
is burning against us, because our fathers have not given ear to the words of this book, to
do all the things which are recorded in it. 14So Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam and Achbor
and Shaphan andAsaiah,went toHuldah thewomanprophet, thewife of Shallum, the son
of Tikvah, the son of Harhas, keeper of the robes, (now she was living in Jerusalem, in the
second part of the town;) and they had talk with her. 15 And she said to them, The Lord,
the God of Israel, says, Say to the man who sent you to me, 16 These are the words of the
Lord: See, I will send evil on this place and on its people, even everything which the king
of Judahhasbeen reading in thebook; 17Because theyhave givenmeup, burningofferings
to other gods and moving me to wrath by all the work of their hands; so my wrath will be
on fire against this place, and will not be put out. 18But to the king of Judah who sent you
to get directions from the Lord, say, This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, has said: As
to the words which have come to your ears, 19Because your heart was soft, and youmade
yourself lowbeforeme,whenyouhadwordofwhat I said against this place and its people,
that they would become a waste and a curse, and you gave signs of grief, weeping before
me: truly, I have given ear to you, says the Lord. 20 For this cause I will let you go to your
fathers and be put in your last resting-place in peace, and your eyeswill not see all the evil
which I will send on this place. So they took this news back to the king.

23
1Then the king sent and got together all the responsible men of Judah and of Jerusalem.

2And the kingwent up to thehouse of the Lord,with all themenof Judahandall the people
of Jerusalem, and the priests and the prophets and all the people, small and great; and they
were present at his reading of the book of the lawwhich had come to light in the house of
the Lord. 3 And the king took his place by the pillar, and made an agreement before the
Lord, to go in theway of the Lord, and keep his orders and his decisions and his rules with
all his heart and all his soul, and to keep thewords of the agreement recorded in the book;
and all the people gave their word to keep the agreement. 4 Then the king gave orders to
Hilkiah, the chief priest, and to the priests of the second order, and to the keepers of the
door, to take out of the house of the Lord all the vessels made for Baal and for the Asherah
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and for all the stars of heaven; and he had them burned outside Jerusalem in the fields
of Kidron, and took the dust of them to Beth-el. 5 And he put an end to the false priests,
who had been put in their positions by the kings of Judah to see to the burning of offerings
in the high places in the towns of Judah and the outskirts of Jerusalem, and all those who
made offerings to Baal and to the sun and the moon and the twelve signs and all the stars
of heaven. 6 And he took the Asherah from the house of the Lord, outside Jerusalem to
the stream Kidron, burning it by the stream and crushing it to dust, and he put the dust
on the place where the bodies of the common people were put to rest. 7 And he had the
houses pulled down of those who were used for sex purposes in the house of the Lord,
where women were making robes for the Asherah. 8 And he made all the priests from
the towns of Judah come into Jerusalem, and he made unclean the high places where the
priests had been burning offerings, from Geba to Beer-sheba; and he had the high places
of the evil spirits pulled downwhichwere by the doorway of Joshua, the ruler of the town,
on the left side of theway into the town. 9Still the priests of the high places never came up
to the altar of the Lord in Jerusalem; but they took their food of unleavened bread among
their brothers. 10And Topheth, in the valley of the sons of Hinnom, he made unclean, so
that no man might make his son or his daughter go through the fire to Molech. 11And he
took away the horses which the kings of Judah had given to the sun, at the way into the
house of the Lord, by the room of Nathan-melech, the unsexed servant, which was in the
outer part of the building, and the carriages of the sun he put on fire. 12 And the altars
on the roof of the high room of Ahaz, which the kings of Judah had made, and the altars
whichManasseh hadmade in the two outer squares of the house of the Lord, were pulled
down and crushed to bits, and the dust of them was put into the stream Kidron. 13 And
the high places before Jerusalem, on the south side of the mountain of destruction, which
Solomon, king of Israel, had made for Ashtoreth, the disgusting god of the Zidonians, and
forChemosh, thedisgustinggodofMoab, and forMilcom, thedisgustinggodof thechildren
of Ammon, the king made unclean. 14The stone pillars were broken to bits and the wood
pillars cut down, and the places where they had been were made full of the bones of the
dead. 15And the altar at Beth-el, and the high place put up by Jeroboam, the son of Nebat,
who made Israel do evil, that altar and that high place were pulled down; and the high
placewasburnedandcrushed todust and theAsherahwasburned. 16Then Josiah, turning
round, saw on the mountain the places of the dead, and he sent and had the bones taken
out of their places andburnedon thealtar, somaking it unclean, as theLordhad saidby the
man of Godwhen Jeroboamwas in his place by the altar on that feast-day. And he, turning
his eyes to the resting-place of the man of God who had given word of these things, said:
17What is that headstone I see over there? And the men of the town said to him, It is the
resting-place of the man of God who came from Judah and gave word of all these things
which you have done to the altar of Beth-el. 18 So he said, Let him be; let not his bones be
moved. So they let his bones be with the bones of the prophet who came from Samaria.
19 Then Josiah took away all the houses of the high places in the towns of Samaria, which
the kings of Israel had put up, moving the Lord to wrath, and he did with them as he had
done in Beth-el. 20And all the priests of the high places there he put to death on the altars,
burning the bones of the dead on them; and then he went back to Jerusalem. 21And the
king gave orders to all the people, saying, Keep the Passover to the Lord your God, as it
says in this book of the law. 22 Truly, such a Passover had not been kept in all the days of
the judges of Israel or of the kings of Israel or the kings of Judah; 23 In the eighteenth year
of the rule of King Josiah this Passover was kept to the Lord in Jerusalem. 24And all those
who had control of spirits, and the wonder-workers, and the images, and the false gods,
and all the disgusting thingswhichwere seen in the land of Judah and in Jerusalem, Josiah
put away, so that he might give effect to the words of the agreement recorded in the book
which Hilkiah the priest made discovery of in the house of the Lord. 25Never before had
there been a king like him, turning to the Lord with all his heart and with all his soul and
with all his power, as the lawofMoses says; andafter him therewasnoking like him. 26But
still the heat of the Lord's wrathwas not turned back from Judah, because of all Manasseh
haddone inmoving him towrath. 27And the Lord said, Iwill send Judah away frombefore
my face, as I have sent Israel; I will have nothing more to do with this town, which I had
made mine, even Jerusalem, and the holy house of which I said, My name will be there.
28Now the rest of the acts of Josiah, and all he did, are they not recorded in the book of the
history of the kings of Judah? 29 In his days, Pharaoh-necoh, king of Egypt, sent his armies
against the king of Assyria to the river Euphrates; and King Josiah went out against him;
and he put him to death at Megiddo, when he had seen him. 30And his servants took his
body in a carriage fromMegiddo to Jerusalem, and put him into the earth there. And the



2 Kings 23:31 284 2 Kings 25:5

people of the land took Jehoahaz, the son of Josiah, and put the holy oil on him and made
him king in place of his father. 31 Jehoahaz was twenty-three years old when he became
king, ruling in Jerusalem for threemonths; his mother's namewas Hamutal, the daughter
of Jeremiah of Libnah. 32He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, as his fathers had done. 33And
Pharaoh-necoh put him in chains at Riblah in the land of Hamath, so that he might not be
king in Jerusalem; and took from the land a tax of a hundred talents of silver and a talent
of gold. 34Then Pharaoh-necohmade Eliakim, the son of Josiah, king in place of Josiah his
father, changing his name to Jehoiakim; but Jehoahaz he took away to Egypt, where hewas
till his death. 35And Jehoiakim gave the silver and gold to Pharaoh, taxing the land by his
orders to get the money; the people of the land had to give silver and gold, everyone as he
was taxed, tomake the payment to Pharaoh-necoh. 36 Jehoiakimwas twenty-five years old
whenhe became king; hewas ruling in Jerusalem for eleven years; hismother's namewas
Zebidah, the daughter of Pedaiah of Rumah. 37He did evil in the eyes of the Lord as his
fathers had done.

24
1 In his days, Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, came up and Jehoiakimwas his servant

for three years; then he took up arms against him. 2And the Lord sent against him bands
of the Chaldaeans and of the Edomites and of theMoabites and of the children of Ammon;
sending themagainst Judah for its destruction, as he had said by his servants the prophets.
3Only by the word of the Lord did this fate come on Judah, to take them away from before
his face; because of the sins ofManasseh and all the evil he did; 4And because of the death
of those who had done no wrong, for he made Jerusalem full of the blood of the upright;
and the Lord had no forgiveness for it. 5Now the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim, and all he
did, are they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Judah? 6 So Jehoiakim
went to rest with his fathers; and Jehoiachin his son became king in his place. 7And the
king of Egypt did not come out of his land again, for the king of Babylon had taken all his
country, from the stream of Egypt to the river Euphrates. 8 Jehoiachin was eighteen years
old when he became king, he was ruling in Jerusalem for three months, and his mother's
name was Nehushta, the daughter of Elnathan of Jerusalem. 9He did evil in the eyes of
the Lord, as his father had done. 10At that time the armies of Nebuchadnezzar came up
to Jerusalem and the town was shut in on every side. 11 And Nebuchadnezzar, king of
Babylon, came there, while his servants were shutting in the town; 12 Then Jehoiachin,
king of Judah, went out to the king of Babylon, with his mother and his servants and his
chiefs and his unsexed servants; and in the eighth year of his rule the king of Babylon took
him. 13 And he took away all the stored wealth of the Lord's house, and the goods from
the king's store-house, cutting up all the gold vessels which Solomon, king of Israel, had
made in the house of the Lord, as the Lord had said. 14 And he took away all the people
of Jerusalem and all the chiefs and all the men of war, ten thousand prisoners; and all the
expert workmen and the metal-workers; only the poorest sort of the people of the land
were not taken away. 15He took Jehoiachin a prisoner to Babylon, with his mother and
his wives and his unsexed servants and the great men of the land; he took them all as
prisoners from Jerusalem to Babylon. 16And all the men of war, seven thousand of them,
and a thousand expertworkmen andmetal-workers, all of them strong and able to take up
arms, the king of Babylon took away as prisoners into Babylon. 17And the king of Babylon
made Mattaniah, his father's brother, king in place of Jehoiachin, changing his name to
Zedekiah. 18 Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became king, and he was king
in Jerusalem for eleven years; his mother's name was Hamutal, daughter of Jeremiah of
Libnah. 19He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, as Jehoiakim had done. 20And because of the
wrath of the Lord, this came about in Jerusalem and Judah, till he had sent them all away
from before him: and Zedekiah took up arms against the king of Babylon.

25
1Now in the ninth year of his rule, on the tenth day of the tenthmonth, Nebuchadnezzar,

king of Babylon, came against Jerusalemwith all his army and took up his position before
it, building earthworks all round the town. 2And the town was shut in by their forces till
the eleventhyearofKingZedekiah. 3Nowon theninthdayof the fourthmonth, the storeof
food in the townwas almost gone, so that therewas no food for the people of the land. 4So
an openingwasmade in thewall of the town, and all themen ofwarwent in flight by night
through the doorway between the two walls which was by the king's garden; (now the
Chaldaeans were stationed round the town:) and the king went by the way of the Arabah.
5But the Chaldaean armywent after the king, and overtook him in the lowlands of Jericho,
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and all his army went in flight from him in every direction. 6 And they made the king a
prisoner and took him up to the king of Babylon at Riblah to be judged. 7 And they put
the sons of Zedekiah to death before his eyes, and then they put out his eyes, and chaining
him with iron bands, took him to Babylon. 8Now in the fifth month, on the seventh day
of the month, in the nineteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, Nebuzaradan,
the captain of the armed men, a servant of the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem; 9And
he had the house of the Lord and the king's house and all the houses of Jerusalem, even
every great house, burned with fire; 10And the walls round Jerusalemwere broken down
by the Chaldaean armywhichwaswith the captain. 11And the rest of the peoplewhowere
still in the town, and all those who had given themselves up to the king of Babylon, and
all the rest of the workmen, Nebuzaradan, the captain of the armed men, took away as
prisoners; 12But he let the poorest of the land go on living there, to take care of the vines
and the fields. 13And the brass pillars in the house of the Lord, and thewheeled bases, and
the great brass water-vessel in the house of the Lord, were broken up by the Chaldaeans,
who took the brass to Babylon. 14And the pots and the spades and the scissors for the lights
and the spoons, and all the brass vessels used in the Lord's house, they took away. 15And
the fire-trays and the basins; the gold of the gold vessels and the silver of the silver vessels,
were all taken away by the captain of the armed men. 16 The two pillars, the great water-
vessel and the wheeled bases, which Solomon had made for the house of the Lord: the
brass of all these vesselswaswithoutweight. 17One of the pillarswas eighteen cubits high,
with a crown of brass on it; the crown was three cubits high, circled with a network and
apples all of brass; and the second pillar had the same. 18 And the captain of the armed
men took Seraiah, the chief priest, and Zephaniah, the second priest, and the three door-
keepers; 19And from the town he took the unsexed servant who was over the men of war,
and five of the king's near friends who were in the town, and the scribe of the captain of
the army,whowas responsible for getting the people of the land together inmilitary order,
and sixty men of the people of the land who were in the town. 20These Nebuzaradan, the
captain of the armedmen, took with him to the king of Babylon at Riblah. 21And the king
of Babylon put them to death at Riblah in the land of Hamath. So Judah was taken away
prisoner fromhis land. 22As for thepeoplewhowere still living in the landof Judah,whom
Nebuchadnezzar, kingofBabylon, didnot takeaway, hemadeGedaliah, the sonofAhikam,
the son of Shaphan, ruler over them. 23Now the captains of the armed forces, hearing that
the king of Babylon hadmade Gedaliah ruler, camewith their men to Gedaliah at Mizpah;
Ishmael, the son of Nethaniah, and Johanan, the son of Kareah, and Seraiah, the son of
Tanhumeth theNetophathite, and Jaazaniah, the sonof theMaacathite, camewith all their
men. 24Then Gedaliah gave his oath to them and their men, saying, Have no fear because
of the servants of the Chaldaeans; go on living in the land under the rule of the king of
Babylon, and all will be well. 25But in the seventh month, Ishmael, the son of Nethaniah,
the sonof Elishama, of the king's seed, camewith tenmenandmadeanattack onGedaliah,
causing his death and the death of the Jews and the Chaldaeans who were with him at
Mizpah. 26Then all the people, small and great, and the captains of the forces, got up and
went away to Egypt, for fear of the Chaldaeans. 27 And in the thirty-seventh year after
Jehoiachin, king of Judah, had been taken prisoner, in the twelfth month, on the twenty-
seventh day of themonth, Evil-merodach, king of Babylon, in the first year of his rule, took
Jehoiachin, king of Judah, out of prison; 28 And said kind words to him, and put his seat
higher than the seats of the other kings who were with him in Babylon. 29And his prison
clothing was changed, and he was a guest at the king's table every day for the rest of his
life. 30And for his food, the king gave him a regular amount every day for the rest of his
life.
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The First Book of Chronicles
1 Adam, Seth, Enosh; 2 Kenan, Mahalalel, Jared, 3 Enoch, Methuselah, Lamech; 4Noah,

Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 5 The sons of Japheth: Gomer and Magog and Madai and Javan
and Tubal and Meshech and Tiras. 6And the sons of Gomer: Ashkenaz and Diphath and
Togarmah. 7And the sons of Javan: Elishah and Tarshish, Kittim and Rodanim. 8The sons
of Ham: Cush and Egypt, Put and Canaan. 9And the sons of Cush: Seba and Havilah and
Sabta and Raama and Sabteca. And the sons of Raamah: Sheba and Dedan. 10And Cush
was the father of Nimrod: he was the first to be a great man in the earth. 11 And Egypt
was the father of the Ludim and the Anamim and the Lehabim and the Naphtuhim 12And
the Pathrusim and the Casluhim and the Caphtorim (from whom came the Philistines).
13 And Canaan was the father of Zidon, his oldest son, and Heth, 14 And the Jebusite and
the Amorite and the Girgashite, 15And the Hivite and the Arkite and the Sinite, 16And the
Arvadite and the Zemarite and the Hamathite. 17 The sons of Shem: Elam and Asshur
and Arpachshad and Lud and Aram and Uz and Hul and Gether and Meshech. 18 And
Arpachshad was the father of Shelah, and Shelah was the father of Eber. 19 And Eber
had two sons: the name of the one was Peleg, because in his days a division was made of
the earth; and his brother's name was Joktan. 20 And Joktan was the father of Almodad
and Sheleph and Hazarmaveth and Jerah 21 And Hadoram and Uzal and Diklah 22 And
Ebal and Abimael and Sheba 23 And Ophir and Havilah and Jobab. All these were the
sons of Joktan. 24 Shem, Arpachshad, Shelah, 25 Eber, Peleg, Reu, 26 Serug, Nahor, Terah,
27Abram (that is Abraham). 28The sons of Abraham: Isaac and Ishmael. 29These are their
generations: the oldest son of Ishmael, Nebaioth; then Kedar and Adbeel and Mibsam,
30Mishma and Dumah, Massa, Hadad and Tema, 31 Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah. These
are the sons of Ishmael. 32And the sons of Keturah, Abraham's servant-wife: she was the
motherofZimranand JokshanandMedanandMidianand IshbakandShuah. And thesons
of Jokshan: ShebaandDedan. 33And the sonsofMidian: EphahandEpherandHanochand
Abida and Eldaah. All these were the sons of Keturah. 34And Abraham was the father of
Isaac. The sons of Isaac: Esau and Israel. 35The sons of Esau: Eliphaz, Reuel and Jeush and
Jalam and Korah. 36 The sons of Eliphaz: Teman and Omar, Zephi and Gatam, Kenaz and
Timna and Amalek. 37 The sons of Reuel: Nahath, Zerah, Shammah and Mizzah. 38 And
the sons of Seir: Lotan and Shobal and Zibeon and Anah and Dishon and Ezer and Dishan.
39And the sons of Lotan: Hori and Homam; and Timna was Lotan's sister. 40 The sons of
Shobal: Alian and Manahath and Ebal, Shephi and Onam. And the sons of Zibeon: Aiah
and Anah. 41The sons of Anah: Dishon. And the sons of Dishon: Hamran and Eshban and
Ithran and Cheran. 42The sons of Ezer: Bilhan and Zaavan, Jaakan. The sons of Dishan: Uz
and Aran. 43Now these are the kings who were ruling in the land of Edom, before there
was any king over Israel: Bela, the son of Beor; his town was named Dinhabah. 44At his
death, Jobab, the son of Zerah of Bozrah, became king in his place. 45At the death of Jobab,
Husham, from the land of the Temanites, became king in his place. 46 And at the death
of Husham, Hadad, the son of Bedad, who overcame Midian in the field of Moab, became
king; his townwasnamedAvith. 47Andat thedeathofHadad, SamlahofMasrekahbecame
king in his place. 48 And at the death of Samlah, Shaul of Rehoboth by the river became
king in his place, 49And at the death of Shaul, Baal-hanan, the son of Achbor, became king
in his place. 50And at the death of Baal-hanan, Hadad became king in his place; his town
was named Pai, and his wife's namewasMehetabel, the daughter ofMatred, the daughter
of Me-zahab. 51 And Hadad came to his end. Now the chiefs of Edom were: the chief of
Timna, the chief of Aliah, the chief of Jetheth, 52The chief of Oholibamah, the chief of Elah,
the chief of Pinon, 53The chief of Kenaz, the chief of Teman, the chief ofMibzar, 54The chief
of Magdiel, the chief of Iram. These are the chiefs of Edom.

2
1 These are the sons of Israel: Reuben, Simeon, Levi and Judah, Issachar and Zebulun;

2Dan, Joseph and Benjamin, Naphtali, Gad and Asher. 3 The sons of Judah: Er and Onan
and Shelah; these three were his sons by Bathshua, the Canaanite woman. And Er, Judah's
oldest son, did evil in the eyes of the Lord; and he put him to death. 4 And Tamar, his
daughter-in-law, had Perez and Zerah by him. All the sons of Judahwere five. 5The sons of
Perez: HezronandHamul. 6And the sonsof Zerah: Zimri andEthanandHemanandCalcol
and Dara; five of them. 7 And the sons of Carmi: Achan, the troubler of Israel, who did
wrong about the cursed thing. 8And the son of Ethan: Azariah. 9And the sons of Hezron,
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the offspring of his body: Jerahmeel and Ram and Chelubai. 10And Ramwas the father of
Amminadab; and Amminadab was the father of Nahshon, chief of the children of Judah;
11 And Nahshon was the father of Salma, and Salma was the father of Boaz, 12 And Boaz
was the father of Obed, and Obed was the father of Jesse, 13 And Jesse was the father of
Eliab, his oldest son, and Abinadab, the second, and Shimea, the third, 14 Nethanel, the
fourth, Raddai, the fifth, 15Ozem, the sixth, David, the seventh; 16 And their sisters were
Zeruiah and Abigail. And Zeruiah had three sons: Abishai and Joab and Asahel. 17 And
Abigailwas themotherofAmasa; and the fatherofAmasawas Jether the Ishmaelite. 18And
Caleb, the son of Hezron, had children by Azubah his wife, the daughter of Jerioth; and
these were her sons: Jesher and Shobab and Ardon. 19 And after the death of Azubah,
Caleb took as his wife Ephrath, who was the mother of Hur. 20 And Hur was the father
of Uri; and Uri was the father of Bezalel. 21 And after that, Hezron had connection with
the daughter of Machir, the father of Gilead, whom he took as his wife when he was sixty
years old; and she had Segub by him. 22And Segubwas the father of Jair, who had twenty-
three towns in the land of Gilead. 23AndGeshur andAram took the tent-towns of Jair from
them, with Kenath and the small places round it, even sixty towns. All thesewere the sons
of Machir, the father of Gilead. 24 And after the death of Hezron, Caleb had connection
with Ephrath, his father Hezron's wife, and she gave birth to his son Asshur, the father
of Tekoa. 25 And the sons of Jerahmeel, the oldest son of Hezron, were Ram, the oldest,
and Bunah and Oren and Ozem and Ahijah. 26 And Jerahmeel had another wife, whose
name was Atarah: she was the mother of Onam. 27And the sons of Ram, the oldest son of
Jerahmeel, were Maaz and Jamin and Eker. 28And the sons of Onam were Shammai and
Jada; and the sons of Shammai: Nadab and Abishur. 29 And the name of Abishur's wife
was Abihail; and she had Ahban and Molid by him. 30And the sons of Nadab: Seled and
Appaim; but Seled came to his end without sons. 31And the sons of Appaim: Ishi. And the
sons of Ishi: Sheshan. And the sons of Sheshan: Ahlai. 32And the sons of Jada, the brother
of Shammai: Jether and Jonathan; and Jether came to his endwithout sons. 33And the sons
of Jonathan: Peleth and Zaza. These were the sons of Jerahmeel. 34Now Sheshan had no
sons, but only daughters. And Sheshan had an Egyptian servant, whose name was Jarha.
35And Sheshan gave his daughter to Jarha, his servant, as awife; and she hadAttai by him.
36And Attai was the father of Nathan, and Nathan was the father of Zabad, 37And Zabad
was the father of Ephlal, and Ephlal was the father of Obed, 38 And Obed was the father
of Jehu, and Jehu was the father of Azariah, 39 And Azariah was the father of Helez, and
Helez was the father of Eleasah, 40And Eleasah was the father of Sismai, and Sismai was
the father of Shallum, 41And Shallum was the father of Jekamiah, and Jekamiah was the
father of Elishama. 42 And the sons of Caleb, the brother of Jerahmeel, were Mareshah,
his oldest son, who was the father of Ziph and Hebron. 43And the sons of Hebron: Korah
and Tappuah and Rekem and Shema. 44And Shema was the father of Raham, the father
of Jorkeam, and Rekemwas the father of Shammai. 45And the son of Shammai wasMaon;
and Maon was the father of Beth-zur. 46And Ephah, Caleb's servant-wife, had Haran and
Moza and Gazez; andHaranwas the father of Gazez. 47And the sons of Jahdai: Regem and
Jotham and Geshan and Pelet and Ephah and Shaaph. 48 Maacah, Caleb's servant-wife,
was themother of Sheber and Tirhanah, 49And Shaaph, the father ofMadmannah, Sheva,
the father of Machbena and the father of Gibea; and Caleb's daughter was Achsah. These
were the sons of Caleb. 50The sons ofHur, the oldest sonof Ephrathah; Shobal, the father of
Kiriath-jearim, 51Salma, the father of Beth-lehem, Hareph, the father of Beth-gader. 52And
Shobal, the father of Kiriath-jearim, had sons: Haroeh, half of the Manahathites. 53 And
the families of Kiriath-jearim: the Ithrites and the Puthites and the Shumathites and the
Mishraites; from them came the Zorathites and the Eshtaolites. 54The sons of Salma: Beth-
lehem and the Netophathites, Atroth-beth-Joab and half of the Manahathites, the Zorites.
55 And the families of scribes who were living at Jabez: the Tirathites, the Shimeathites,
the Sucathites. These are the Kenites, the offspring of Hammath, the father of the family of
Rechab.

3
1 Now these were David's sons, whose birth took place in Hebron: the oldest Amnon,

by Ahinoam of Jezreel; the second Daniel, by Abigail the Carmelite woman; 2 The third
Absalom, the son of Maacah, the daughter of Talmai, king of Geshur; the fourth Adonijah,
the son of Haggith; 3 The fifth Shephatiah, by Abital; the sixth Ithream, by Eglah his wife.
4He had six sons in Hebron; he was ruling there for seven years and six months, and in
Jerusalem for thirty-three years. 5And in Jerusalem he had four sons, Shimea and Shobab
andNathanandSolomon, byBath-shua, thedaughterofAmmiel; 6AndIbharandElishama
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andEliphelet 7AndNogahandNephegand Japhia 8AndElishamaandEliadaandEliphelet,
nine. 9All these were the sons of David, in addition to the sons of his servant-wives; and
Tamar was their sister. 10 And Solomon's son was Rehoboam, Abijah was his son, Asa
his son, Jehoshaphat his son, 11 Joram his son, Ahaziah his son, Joash his son, 12Amaziah
his son, Azariah his son, Jotham his son, 13Ahaz his son, Hezekiah his son, Manasseh his
son, 14 Amon his son, Josiah his son. 15 And the sons of Josiah: the oldest Johanan, the
second Jehoiakim, the third Zedekiah, the fourth Shallum. 16And the sons of Jehoiakim:
Jeconiah his son, Zedekiah his son. 17And the sons of Jeconiah, who was taken prisoner:
Shealtiel his son, 18And Malchiram and Pedaiah and Shenazzar, Jekamiah, Hoshama and
Nedabiah. 19And the sons of Pedaiah: Zerubbabel andShimei; and the sons of Zerubbabel:
Meshullam and Hananiah; and Shelomith was their sister; 20 And Hashubah and Ohel
and Berechiah and Hasadiah, Jushab-hesed, five. 21 And the sons of Hananiah: Pelatiah
and Jeshaiah; the sons of Rephaiah, the sons of Arnan, the sons of Obadiah, the sons of
Shecaniah. 22And the sons of Shecaniah: Shemaiah; and the sons of Shemaiah: Hattush
and Igal and Bariah and Neariah and Shaphat, six. 23 And the sons of Neariah: Elioenai
and Hizkiah and Azrikam, three. 24And the sons of Elioenai: Hodaviah and Eliashib and
Pelaiah and Akkub and Johanan and Delaiah and Anani, seven.

4
1 The sons of Judah: Perez, Hezron and Carmi and Hur and Shobal. 2 And Reaiah, the

son of Shobal, was the father of Jahath; and Jahath was the father of Ahumai and Lahad.
These are the families of the Zorathites. 3 And these were the sons of Hur, the father of
Etam: Jezreel and Ishma and Idbash, and the name of their sister was Hazzelelponi; 4And
Penuel, the father of Gedor, and Ezer, the father of Hushah. These are the sons of Hur,
the oldest son of Ephrathah, the father of Beth-lehem. 5And Ashhur, the father of Tekoa,
had two wives, Helah and Naarah. 6And Naarah had Ahuzzam by him, and Hepher and
Temeni and Haahashtari. These were the sons of Naarah. 7 And the sons of Helah were
Zereth, Izhar and Ethnan. 8AndKozwas the father of Anub and Zobebah, and the families
of Aharhel the son of Harum. 9And Jabez was honoured more than his brothers; but his
mother had given him the name Jabez, saying, Because I gave birth to him with sorrow.
10And Jabez made a prayer to the God of Israel, saying, If only you would truly give me a
blessing, andmakewider the limits ofmy land, and let your handbewithme, and keepme
from evil, so that I may not be troubled by it! And God gave him his desire. 11And Chelub,
the brother of Shuhah, was the father of Mehir, who was the father of Eshton. 12 And
Eshton was the father of Bethrapha and Paseah and Tehinnah, the father of Ir-nahash.
These are themen of Recah. 13And the sons of Kenaz: Othniel and Seraiah; and the sons of
Othniel: Hathath. 14AndMeonothai was the father of Ophrah; and Seraiah was the father
of Joab, the father of Ge-harashim; they were expert workmen. 15And the sons of Caleb,
the son of Jephunneh: Iru, Elah, and Naam; and the son of Elah: Kenaz. 16And the sons of
Jehallelel: Ziph and Ziphah, Tiria and Asarel. 17And the sons of Ezrah: Jether and Mered
and Epher and Jalon; and these are the sons of Bithiah, the daughter of Pharaoh, the wife
of Mered. And she became the mother of Miriam and Shammai and Ishbah, the father of
Eshtemoa. 18 And his wife, a woman of the tribe of Judah, became the mother of Jered,
the father of Gedor, and Heber, the father of Soco, and Jekuthiel, the father of Zanoah.
19 And the sons of the wife of Hodiah, the sister of Naham, were the father of Keilah the
Garmite, and Eshtemoa the Maacathite. 20And the sons of Shimon: Amnon and Rinnah,
Ben-hanan and Tilon. And the sons of Ishi: Zoheth; and the son of Zoheth. ... 21 The sons
of Shelah, the son of Judah: Er, the father of Lecah, and Laadah, the father of Mareshah,
and the families of those who made delicate linen, of the family of Ashbea; 22And Jokim,
and themen of Cozeba, and Joash and Saraph, whowere rulers inMoab, andwent back to
Beth-lehem. And the records are very old. 23These were the potters, and the people living
among planted fields with walls round them; theywere there to do the king's work. 24The
sons of Simeon: Nemuel and Jamin, Jarib, Zerah, Shaul; 25Shallumhis son,Mibsamhis son,
Mishma his son. 26And the sons of Mishma: Hammuel his son, Zaccur his son, Shimei his
son. 27And Shimei had sixteen sons and six daughters, but his brothers had only a small
number of children, and their familywasnot as fertile as the childrenof Judah. 28And they
were living at Beer-sheba and Moladah and Hazar-shual, 29 And at Bilhah, and at Ezem,
and at Tolad, 30And at Bethuel, and at Hormah, and at Ziklag, 31And at Beth-marcaboth,
and at Hazarsusim, and at Beth-biri, and at Shaaraim. These were their towns till David
became king. 32And their small towns were Etam, Ain, Rimmon, and Tochen and Ashan,
five towns; 33And all the small places round these towns, as far as Baalath-beer, the high
place of the South. These were their living-places, and they have lists of their generations.
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34And Meshobab and Jamlech and Joshah, the son of Amaziah, 35And Joel and Jehu, the
son of Joshibiah, the son of Seraiah, the son of Asiel, 36 And Elioenai and Jaakobah and
Jeshohaiah and Asaiah and Adiel and Jesimiel and Benaiah, 37And Ziza, the son of Shiphi,
the son of Allon, the son of Jedaiah, the son of Shimri, the son of Shemaiah; 38These, whose
names are given, were chiefs in their families, and their families became very great in
number. 39And they went to the opening into Gedor, as far as the east side of the valley, in
search of grass-land for their flocks. 40And they came to some good fertile grass-land, in
a wide quiet country of peace-loving people; for the people who were living there before
were of the offspring of Ham. 41 And these whose names are given came in the days of
Hezekiah, king of Judah, and made an attack on the Meunim who were living there, and
put an end to them to this day, and took their place, because therewas grass there for their
flocks. 42And some of them, five hundred of the sons of Simeon, went to the hill-country
of Seir, with Pelatiah and Neariah and Rephaiah and Uzziel, the sons of Ishi, at their head.
43And they put to death the rest of the Amalekites who had got away safely, and made it
their living-place to this day.

5
1And the sons of Reuben, the oldest son of Israel, (for hewas the oldest son, but, because

he made his father's bride-bed unclean, his birthright was given to the sons of Joseph, the
son of Israel; but he is not to be given the place of the oldest. 2 Though Judah became
stronger thanhis brothers, and fromhimcame the ruler, thebirthrightwas Joseph's:) 3The
sons of Reuben, the oldest son of Israel: Hanoch and Pallu, Hezron and Carmi. 4The sons
of Joel: Shemaiah his son, Gog his son, Shimei his son, 5Micah his son, Reaiah his son, Baal
his son, 6 Beerah his son, whom Tiglath-pileser, king of Assyria, took away as a prisoner:
he was chief of the Reubenites. 7And his brothers by their families, when the list of their
generations was made up: the chief, Jeiel, and Zechariah, 8And Bela, the son of Azaz, the
son of Shema, the son of Joel, whowas living in Aroer, as far as Nebo and Baal-meon; 9And
to the east his limits went as far as the starting point of the waste land, ending at the river
Euphrates, because their cattle were increased in number in the land of Gilead. 10And in
the days of Saul they made war on the Hagarites, and overcame them; and they put up
their tents through all the land east of Gilead. 11And the sons of Gad were living opposite
to them, in the land of Bashan as far as Salecah: 12 Joel the chief, and Shapham the second,
and Janai and Shaphat in Bashan; 13And their brothers, the men of their family: Michael
and Meshullam and Sheba and Jorai and Jacan and Zia and Eber, seven of them. 14 These
were the sons of Abihail, the son of Huri, the son of Jaroah, the son of Gilead, the son of
Michael, the son of Jeshishai, the son of Jahdo, the son of Buz; 15 Ahi, the son of Abdiel,
the son of Guni, head of their families. 16And they were living in Gilead in Bashan, in its
small towns and in all the grass-land of Sirion as far as its limits. 17All these were listed
under the names of their families, in the time of Jotham, king of Judah, and in the time of
Jeroboam, king of Israel. 18 There were forty-four thousand, seven hundred and sixty of
the sons of Reuben and of the Gadites and of the half-tribe of Manasseh, all strong men,
expert in the use of the body-cover, the sword, and the bow, and in the art of war, all able
to take up arms. 19And theywent towar against theHagarites, with Jetur andNaphish and
Nodab. 20And they were helped against them, so that the Hagarites, and those with them,
were given into their power. For they sent up prayers to God in the fight, and he gave ear to
them, because they put their faith in him. 21And they took away their cattle: fifty thousand
camels, two hundred and fifty thousand sheep, and two thousand asses, and a hundred
thousandmen. 22And a very great numberwent to their death, because thewarwasGod's
purpose. And they went on living in their place till they were taken away as prisoners.
23And the men of the half-tribe of Manasseh were living in the land: and their numbers
were increased till all the land from Bashan to Baal-hermon and Senir and the mountain
Hermonwas theirs. 24And thesewere the heads of their families: Epher and Ishi and Eliel
and Azriel and Jeremiah and Hodaviah and Jahdiel, men of war, of great name, heads of
families. 25And they did evil against the God of their fathers, worshipping the gods of the
people of the land, whomGod had put to destruction before them. 26And the God of Israel
put an impulse into the heart of Pul, king of Assyria, and of Tiglath-pileser, king of Assyria,
who took them away as prisoners, all the Reubenites and the Gadites and the half-tribe of
Manasseh, to Halah and Habor and Hara and to the river of Gozan, to this day.

6
1 The sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. 2 And the sons of Kohath: Amram,

Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel. 3And the sons of Amram: Aaron and Moses and Miriam. And



1 Chronicles 6:4 290 1 Chronicles 6:64

the sons of Aaron: Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. 4 Eleazar was the father of
Phinehas; Phinehaswas the father of Abishua; 5And Abishuawas the father of Bukki, and
Bukki was the father of Uzzi, 6And Uzzi was the father of Zerahiah, and Zerahiah was the
father of Meraioth; 7Meraioth was the father of Amariah, and Amariah was the father of
Ahitub, 8And Ahitubwas the father of Zadok, and Zadokwas the father of Ahimaaz, 9And
Ahimaazwas the father of Azariah, andAzariahwas the father of Johanan, 10And Johanan
was the father of Azariah, (hewas priest in the housewhich Solomonput up in Jerusalem:)
11And Azariah was the father of Amariah, and Amariah was the father of Ahitub, 12And
Ahitub was the father of Zadok, and Zadok was the father of Shallum, 13And Shallumwas
the father of Hilkiah, and Hilkiahwas the father of Azariah, 14And Azariahwas the father
of Seraiah, and Seraiah was the father of Jehozadak; 15And Jehozadak went as a prisoner
when the Lord took away Judah and Jerusalem by the hand of Nebuchadnezzar. 16 The
sons of Levi; Gershom, Kohath, and Merari. 17 And these are the names of the sons of
Gershom: Libni and Shimei. 18And the sons of Kohath were Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and
Uzziel. 19 The sons of Merari: Mahli and Mushi. And these are the families of the Levites
listed by the names of their fathers. 20Of Gershom: Libni his son, Jahath his son, Zimmah
his son, 21 Joah his son, Iddo his son, Zerah his son, Jeatherai his son. 22The sons of Kohath:
Amminadab his son, Korah his son, Assir his son, 23Elkanah his son, and Ebiasaph his son,
and Assir his son, 24Tahath his son, Uriel his son, Uzziah his son, and Shaul his son. 25And
the sons of Elkanah: Amasai and Ahimoth. 26Elkanah his son: Zophai his son, and Nahath
his son, 27Eliabhis son, Jerohamhis son, Elkanahhis son, Samuelhis son. 28And the sonsof
Samuel: the oldest Joel, and the second Abiah. 29The sons of Merari: Mahli, Libni his son,
Shimei his son, Uzzah his son, 30 Shimea his son, Haggiah his son, Asaiah his son. 31And
these are thosewhomDavidmade responsible for themusic in the house of the Lord, after
the ark had rest. 32They gaveworship with songs before the House of the Tent of meeting,
till Solomon put up the house of the Lord in Jerusalem; and they took their places for their
work in their regular order. 33And these are those who did this work, and their sons. Of
the sons of the Kohathites: Heman, who made melody, the son of Joel, the son of Samuel,
34 The son of Elkanah, the son of Jeroham, the son of Eliel, the son of Toah, 35 The son of
Zuph, the son of Elkanah, the son of Mahath, the son of Amasai, 36The son of Elkanah, the
son of Joel, the son of Azariah, the son of Zephaniah, 37The son of Tahath, the son of Assir,
the son of Ebiasaph, the son of Korah, 38The son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi,
the son of Israel. 39And his brother Asaph, whose place was at his right hand, Asaph, the
son of Berechiah, the son of Shimea, 40 The son of Michael, the son of Baaseiah, the son
of Malchijah, 41 The son of Ethni, the son of Zerah, the son of Adaiah, 42 The son of Ethan,
the son of Zimmah, the son of Shimei, 43 The son of Jahath, the son of Gershom, the son
of Levi. 44 And on the left their brothers, the sons of Merari: Ethan, the son of Kishi, the
son of Abdi, the son of Malluch, 45 The son of Hashabiah, the son of Amaziah, the son of
Hilkiah, 46 The son of Amzi, the son of Bani, the son of Shemer, 47 The son of Mahli, the
son of Mushi, the son of Merari, the son of Levi. 48 And their brothers the Levites were
responsible for all the work of the Tent of the house of God. 49 But Aaron and his sons
made offerings on the altar of burned offering, and on the altar of perfume, for all the
work of the most holy place, and to take away the sin of Israel, doing everything ordered
byMoses, the servant of God. 50And these are the sons of Aaron: Eleazar his son, Phinehas
his son, Abishua his son, 51 Bukki his son, Uzzi his son, Zerahiah his son, 52Meraioth his
son, Amariah his son, Ahitub his son, 53 Zadok his son, Ahimaaz his son. 54Now these are
their living-places, the limits inside which they were to put up their tents: to the sons of
Aaron, of the families of the Kohathites, because they had the first selection, 55 To them
they gave Hebron and its outskirts in the land of Judah; 56 But the open country of the
town, and the small places round it, they gave to Caleb, the son of Jephunneh. 57 And to
the sons of Aaron they gave Hebron, the town towhichmenmight go in flight and be safe,
and Libnahwith its outskirts, and Jattir, and Eshtemoawith its outskirts, 58AndHilenwith
its outskirts, Debir with its outskirts, 59 And Ashan with its outskirts, and Beth-shemesh
with its outskirts; 60And from the tribe of Benjamin: Geba with its outskirts, and Alemeth
with its outskirts, and Anathoth with its outskirts. All their towns among their families
were thirteen towns. 61And to the rest of the sons of Kohath therewere given by the Lord's
decision ten towns out of the families of the tribe of Ephraim and out of the tribe of Dan
and out of the half-tribe of Manasseh. 62And to the sons of Gershom, by their families, out
of the tribe of Issachar, and out of the tribe of Asher, and out of the tribe of Naphtali, and
out of the tribe of Manasseh in Bashan, thirteen towns. 63 And to the sons of Merari, by
their families, twelve towns were given by the Lord's decision, out of the tribe of Reuben,
and out of the tribe of Gad, and out of the tribe of Zebulun. 64And the children of Israel
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gave to the Levites the towns with their outskirts. 65And they gave by the Lord's decision
out of the tribe of the children of Judah, and out of the tribe of the children of Simeon, and
out of the tribe of the children of Benjamin, these towns whose names are given. 66And
to the families of the sons of Kohath were given towns by the Lord's decision out of the
tribe of Ephraim. 67And they gave them the town to which men might go in flight and be
safe, Shechemin thehill-countryofEphraimwith its outskirts, andGezerwith its outskirts,
68And Jokmeam with its outskirts, and Beth-horon with its outskirts, 69And Aijalon with
its outskirts, and Gath-rimmonwith its outskirts; 70And out of the half-tribe of Manasseh,
Aner with its outskirts, and Bileam with its outskirts, for the rest of the family of the sons
of Kohath. 71 To the sons of Gershom were given, out of the family of the half-tribe of
Manasseh, Golan in Bashan with its outskirts, and Ashtaroth with its outskirts; 72And out
of the tribe of Issachar, Kedesh with its outskirts, and Daberath with its outskirts, 73And
Ramoth with its outskirts, and Anem with its outskirts; 74 And out of the tribe of Asher,
Mashal with its outskirts, and Abdon with its outskirts, 75 And Hukok with its outskirts,
and Rehob with its outskirts; 76 And out of the tribe of Naphtali, Kedesh in Galilee with
its outskirts, and Hammon with its outskirts, and Kiriathaim with its outskirts. 77 To the
rest of the Levites, the sons of Merari, were given, out of the tribe of Zebulun, Rimmono
with its outskirts, Tabor with its outskirts; 78 And on the other side of Jordan, at Jericho,
on the east side of Jordan, were given them, out of the tribe of Reuben, Bezer in the waste
land with its outskirts, and Jahzah with its outskirts, 79And Kedemoth with its outskirts,
and Mephaath with its outskirts; 80And out of the tribe of Gad, Ramoth in Gilead with its
outskirts, and Mahanaim with its outskirts, 81 And Heshbon with its outskirts, and Jazer
with its outskirts.

7
1And of the sons of Issachar: Tola and Puah, Jashub and Shimron, four. 2And the sons

of Tola: Uzzi and Rephaiah and Jeriel and Jahmai and Ibsam and Shemuel, heads of their
families; they were men of war; in the record of their generations their number in the
time of David was twenty-two thousand, six hundred. 3 And the sons of Uzzi; Izrahiah;
and the sons of Izrahiah: Michael and Obadiah and Joel and Isshiah, five; all of them
chiefs. 4Andwith them, recorded in generations by their families, were bands of fighting-
men, thirty-six thousand of them, for they had a great number of wives and sons. 5 And
there were recorded among all the families of Issachar, great men of war, eighty-seven
thousand. 6 The sons of Benjamin: Bela and Becher and Jediael, three. 7And the sons of
Bela: Ezbon and Uzzi and Uzziel and Jerimoth and Iri, five; heads of their families, great
men of war; there were twenty-two thousand and thirty-four of them recorded by their
families. 8And the sons of Becher: Zemirah and Joash and Eliezer and Elioenai and Omri
and Jerimoth and Abijah and Anathoth and Alemeth. All these were the sons of Becher.
9And they were recorded by their generations, heads of their families, great men of war,
twenty thousand, two hundred. 10And the sons of Jediael: Bilhan; and the sons of Bilhan:
Jeush and Benjamin and Ehud and Chenaanah and Zethan and Tarshish and Ahishahar.
11 All these were the sons of Jediael, by the heads of their families, seventeen thousand,
two hundred men of war, able to go out with the army for war. 12 And Shuppim and
Huppim. The sons of Dan, Hushim his son, one. 13The sons of Naphtali: Jahziel and Guni
and Jezer and Shallum, the sons of Bilhah. 14 The sons of Manasseh by his servant-wife,
the Aramaeanwoman: she gave birth toMachir, the father of Gilead; 15 (And Gilead took a
wife, whose namewasMaacah, and his sister's namewasHammoleketh;) and the name of
his brother was Zelophehad, who was the father of daughters. 16AndMaacah, the wife of
Gilead, gave birth to a son towhom she gave the name Peresh; and his brotherwas named
Sheresh; and his sons were Ulam and Rakem. 17And the son of Ulam: Bedan. These were
the sons of Gilead, the son of Machir the son of Manasseh. 18And his sister Hammoleketh
was themother of IshhodandAbiezer andMahlah. 19And the sons of ShemidawereAhian
and Shechem and Likhi and Aniam. 20 And the sons of Ephraim: Shuthelah and Bered
his son, and Tahath his son, and Eleadah his son, and Tahath his son, 21 And Zabad his
son, and Shuthelah his son, and Ezer and Elead, whom the men of Gath, who had been
living in the land from their birth, put to death, because they came down to take away
their cattle. 22And for a long time Ephraim their fatherwent onweeping for them, and his
brothers came to give him comfort. 23After that, he had connection with his wife, and she
became with child and gave birth to a son, to whom his father gave the name of Beriah,
because trouble had come on his family. 24And his daughter was Sheerah, the builder of
Beth-horon the lower and the higher, and Uzzen-sheerah. 25And Rephah was his son, and
Resheph; his son was Telah, and his son was Tahan; 26 Ladan was his son, Ammihud his
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son, Elishama his son, 27 Nun his son, Joshua his son. 28 Their heritage and their living-
places were Beth-el and its daughter-towns, and Naaran to the east, and Gezer to thewest,
with its daughter-towns, as well as Shechem and its daughter-towns as far as Azzah and
its daughter-towns; 29 And by the limits of the children of Manasseh, Beth-shean and its
daughter-towns, Taanach, Megiddo, and Dor, with their daughter-towns. In these the
children of Joseph, the son of Israel, were living. 30 The sons of Asher: Imnah and Ishvah
and Ishvi andBeriah and Serah, their sister. 31And the sons of Beriah: Heber andMalchiel,
who was the father of Birzaith. 32 And Heber was the father of Japhlet and Shomer and
Hothamand Shua, their sister. 33And the sons of Japhlet: Pasach and Bimhal and Ashvath.
These are the sons of Japhlet. 34And the sons of Shomer: Ahi and Rohgah, Jehubbah and
Aram. 35And the sons of Hotham, his brother: Zophah and Imna and Shelesh and Amal.
36 The sons of Zophah: Suah and Harnepher and Shual and Beri and Imrah, 37 Bezer and
HodandShammaandShilshahand IthranandBeera. 38And the sons of Jether: Jephunneh
and Pispah and Ara. 39And the sons of Ulla: Arah and Hanniel and Rizia. 40All these were
the children of Asher, heads of their families, specially strong men of war, chiefs of the
rulers. They were recorded in the army for war, twenty-six thousandmen in number.

8
1And Benjaminwas the father of Bela his oldest son, Ashbel the second, and Aharah the

third, 2Nohah the fourth, and Rapha the fifth. 3And Bela had sons, Addar and Gera, the
father of Ehud, 4And Abishua and Naaman and Ahoah 5And Gera and Shephuphan and
Huram. 6And these are the sons of Ehud, heads of families of those living in Geba: Iglaam
and Alemeth 7And Naaman and Ahijah and Gera; and Iglaam was the father of Uzza and
Ahihud. 8 And Shaharaim became the father of children in the country of the Moabites
after driving out Hushim and Beerah his wives; 9And by Hodesh his wife he became the
father of Jobab and Zibia and Mesha and Malcam. 10And Jeuz and Shachia and Mirmah.
These were his sons, heads of families. 11 And Hushim became the father of Abitub and
Elpaal. 12 And the sons of Elpaal: Eber and Misham and Shemed (he was the builder of
Ono and Lod and their daughter-towns); 13And Beriah and Shema, whowere heads of the
families of those who were living in Aijalon, who put to flight the people living in Gath;
14And their brothers Shashak and Jeremoth. 15And Zebadiah and Arad and Eder 16And
Michael and Ishpah and Joha, the sons of Beriah; 17 And Zebadiah and Meshullam and
Hizki and Heber 18 And Ishmerai and Izliah and Jobab, the sons of Elpaal; 19 And Jakim
and Zichri and Zabdi 20And Elienai and Zillethai and Eliel 21And Adaiah and Beraiah and
Shimrath, the sonsof Shimei; 22And IshpanandEberandEliel 23AndAbdonandZichri and
Hanan 24AndHananiah and Elam and Anathothijah 25And Iphdeiah and Penuel, the sons
of Shashak; 26And Shamsherai and Shehariah and Athaliah 27And Jaareshiah and Elijah
andZichri, the sons of Jeremoth. 28Thesewere heads of families in their generations; chief
men: thesewere living in Jerusalem. 29And inGibeonwas living the father ofGibeon, Jeiel,
whose wife's name was Maacah; 30And his oldest son Abdon, and Zur and Kish and Baal
and Ner and Nadab 31 And Gedor and Ahio and Zechariah and Mikloth. 32 And Mikloth
was the father of Shimeah. And theywere livingwith their brothers in Jerusalemopposite
their brothers. 33 And Ner was the father of Abner, and Kish was the father of Saul, and
Saul was the father of Jonathan and Malchi-shua and Abinadab and Eshbaal. 34And the
sonof JonathanwasMerib-baal; andMerib-baalwas the father ofMicah. 35And the sons of
Micah: Pithon andMelech and Tarea and Ahaz. 36And Ahaz was the father of Jehoaddah;
and Jehoaddah was the father of Alemeth and Azmaveth and Zimri; and Zimri was the
father of Moza; 37AndMoza was the father of Binea: Raphahwas his son, Eleasah his son,
Azel his son; 38AndAzel had five sons, whose names are: Azrikam, his oldest, and Ishmael
and Sheariah and Obadiah and Hanan. All these were the sons of Azel. 39And the sons of
Eshekhis brother: Ulamhis oldest son, Jeush the second, andEliphelet the third. 40And the
sons of Ulamweremen of war, bowmen, and had a great number of sons and sons' sons, a
hundred and fifty. All these were the sons of Benjamin.

9
1 So all Israel was listed by their families; and, truly, they are recorded in the book of

the kings of Israel. And Judah was taken away as prisoners to Babylon because of their
sin. 2Now the first to take up their heritage in their towns were: Israel, the priests, the
Levites, and the Nethinim. 3And in Jerusalem therewere living some of the sons of Judah,
and of Benjamin, and of Ephraim and Manasseh; 4 Uthai, the son of Ammihud, the son
of Omri, the son of Imri, the son of Bani, of the sons of Perez, the son of Judah. 5 And
of the Shilonites: Asaiah the oldest, and his sons. 6 And of the sons of Zerah: Jeuel, and
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their brothers, six hundred and ninety. 7 And of the sons of Benjamin: Sallu, the son of
Meshullam, Judah, the son of Hassenuah, 8And Ibneiah, the son of Jeroham, and Elah, the
son of Uzzi, the son of Michri, andMeshullam, the son of Shephatiah, the son of Reuel, the
son of Ibnijah; 9And their brothers, in the list of their generations, nine hundred and fifty-
six. All these men were heads of families, listed by the names of their fathers. 10 And of
the priests: Jedaiah and Jehoiarib and Jachin 11And Azariah, the son of Hilkiah, the son of
Meshullam, the son of Zadok, the son ofMeraioth, the son of Ahitub, the ruler of the house
of God; 12And Adaiah, the son of Jeroham, the son of Pashhur, the son of Malchijah, and
Maasai, the sonofAdiel, the sonof Jahzerah, the sonofMeshullam, the sonofMeshillemith,
the son of Immer; 13 And their brothers, heads of their families, a thousand and seven
hundred and sixty: able men, doing the work of the house of God. 14And of the Levites:
Shemaiah, the son of Hasshub, the son of Azrikam, the son of Hashabiah, of the sons of
Merari; 15 And Bakbakkar, Heresh, and Galal, and Mattaniah, the son of Mica, the son of
Zichri, the son of Asaph; 16And Obadiah, the son of Shemaiah, the son of Galal, the son of
Jeduthun, and Berechiah, the son of Asa, the son of Elkanah, who were living in the small
towns of the Netophathites. 17And the door-keepers: Shallum andAkkub and Talmon and
Ahiman and their brothers: Shallum was the chief. 18 Up till then they had been at the
king's door to the east. They were door-keepers for the tents of the sons of Levi. 19 And
Shallum, the son of Kore, the son of Ebiasaph, the son of Korah, and his brothers, of his
family, the Korahites, were responsible for everythingwhich had to be done in connection
with the order of worship, keepers of the doors of the Tent; their fathers had had the care
of the tents of the Lord, being keepers of the doorway. 20 In the past Phinehas, the son of
Eleazar, had been ruler over them; may the Lord be with him! 21 Zechariah, the son of
Meshelemiah, was keeper of the door of the Tent of meeting. 22 There were two hundred
and twelve whose business it was to keep the doorway. These were listed by families in
the country places where they were living, whom David and Samuel the seer put in their
responsible positions. 23 So they and their sons had the care of the doors of the house of
the Lord, the house of the Tent, as watchers. 24 There were keepers of the doors on the
four sides, to the east, west, north, and south. 25And their brothers, in the country places
where they were living, were to come in every seven days to be with them from time to
time. 26For the four chief door-keepers, who were Levites, had a special position, looking
after the rooms and the store-houses of the house of God. 27 Their sleeping-rooms were
round the house of God, for they had the care of it, and were responsible for opening it
morning by morning. 28 Certain of them had the care of the vessels used in worship, to
keep an account of them when they came in and when they were taken out again. 29And
some of them were responsible for the holy things and for the vessels of the holy place,
and the meal and the wine and the oil and the perfume and the spices. 30And some of the
sons of the priests were responsible for crushing the spices. 31And Mattithiah, one of the
Levites, the oldest son of Shallum the Korahite, was responsible for cooking the flat cakes.
32And some of their brothers, sons of the Kohathites, were responsible for the holy bread
which was put in order before the Lord, to get it ready every Sabbath. 33And these were
those who had the ordering of the music and songs, heads of families of the Levites, who
were living in the rooms, and were free from other work, for their work went on day and
night. 34 These were heads of families of the Levites in their generations, chief men; they
were living at Jerusalem. 35 And in Gibeon was living the father of Gibeon, Jeiel, whose
wife's namewasMaacah; 36And Abdon his oldest son, and Zur and Kish and Baal and Ner
and Nadab 37 And Gedor and Ahio and Zechariah and Mikloth 38Mikloth was the father
of Shimeam. They were living with their brothers in Jerusalem opposite their brothers.
39And Ner was the father of Kish; and Kish was the father of Saul; and Saul was the father
of Jonathan and Malchi-shua and Abinadab and Eshbaal. 40And the son of Jonathan was
Merib-baal; andMerib-baal was the father of Micah. 41And the sons of Micah: Pithon and
MelechandTahreaandAhaz. 42AndAhazwas the father of Jarah; and Jarahwas the father
of Alemeth and Azmaveth and Zimri; and Zimri was the father of Moza. 43AndMoza was
the father of Binea; and Rephaiah was his son, Eleasah his son, Azel his son. 44And Azel
had five sons, whose names are: Azrikam, his oldest son, and Ishmael and Sheariah and
Obadiah and Hanan: these were the sons of Azel.

10
1Now the Philistines were fighting against Israel; and the men of Israel went in flight

before the Philistines, falling down wounded in Mount Gilboa. 2And the Philistines went
hard after Saul and his sons, and put to death Jonathan and Abinadab and Malchi-shua,
the sons of Saul. 3And the fight was going against Saul, and the archers came across him,
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and he was wounded by the archers. 4 Then Saul said to the servant who had the care of
his arms, Take your sword and put it throughme, before these men without circumcision
come and make sport of me. But his servant, full of fear, would not do so. Then Saul took
out his sword, falling on it himself. 5Andwhen his servant saw that Saul was dead, he did
the same, and came to his death. 6So death overtook Saul and his three sons; all his family
came to an end together. 7Andwhen all the men of Israel who were in the valley saw that
themenof Israel hadgone inflight and that Saul andhis sonsweredead, theywent inflight
away from their towns; and the Philistines came and took them for themselves. 8Now the
day after, when the Philistines came to take their goods from the dead, they saw Saul and
his sons dead in Mount Gilboa. 9And they took everything off him, and took his head and
his war-dress, and sent word into the land of the Philistines round about to give the news
to their gods and to the people. 10 And they put his war-dress in the house of their gods,
and put up his head in the house of Dagon. 11Andwhen the news came to Jabesh-gilead of
what the Philistines had done to Saul, 12All the fighting-men cameup and took away Saul's
body and the bodies of his sons, and took them to Jabesh, and put their bones to rest under
the oak-tree in Jabesh, and took no food for seven days. 13 So death came to Saul because
of the sin which he did against the Lord, that is, because of the word of the Lord which he
kept not; and because hewent for directions to onewhohad an evil spirit, 14Andnot to the
Lord: for this reason, he put him to death and gave the kingdom to David, the son of Jesse.

11
1 Then all Israel came together to David at Hebron, and said, Truly, we are your bone

and your flesh. 2 In the past, when Saul was king, it was you who went at the head of
Israel when they went out or came in; and the Lord your God said to you, You are to be
the keeper of my people Israel, and their ruler. 3 So all the responsible men of Israel came
to thekingatHebron; andDavidmadeanagreementwith them inHebronbefore theLord;
and they put the holy oil on David andmade him king over Israel, as the Lord had said by
Samuel. 4Then David and all Israel went to Jerusalem (which is Jebus); and the Jebusites,
the people of the land, were there. 5 And the people of Jebus said to David, You will not
come in here. But still, David took the strong place of Zion, which is the town of David.
6And David said, The first to overcome the Jebusites will be chief and captain. And Joab,
the son of Zeruiah, went up first, and became chief. 7And David took the strong tower for
his living-place, so it was named the town of David. 8 And he took in hand the building
of the town all round, starting from the Millo; and Joab put the rest of the town in order.
9 And David became greater and greater in power, because the Lord of armies was with
him. 10Now these are the chief of David's men of war who were his strong supporters in
the kingdom, and, with all Israel, made him king, as the Lord had said about Israel. 11This
is the list of David's men of war: Ishbaal, the son of a Hachmonite, the chief of the three:
he put to death three hundred at one time with his spear. 12 And after him was Eleazar,
the son of Dodo the Ahohite, whowas one of the three great fighters. 13Hewaswith David
at Pas-dammim, where the Philistines had come together for the fight, near a bit of land
full of barley; and the people went in flight before the Philistines. 14 And he took up his
position in the middle of the bit of land, and kept back their attack, and overcame the
Philistines; and the Lord gave a great salvation. 15 And three of the thirty went down to
David, to the rock, into the strong place of Adullam; and the army of the Philistines had
taken up their position in the valley of Rephaim. 16At that time David had taken cover in
the strong place, and an armed force of the Philistines was in Beth-lehem. 17And David,
moved by a strong desire, said, If only someone would give me a drink of the water from
the water-hole of Beth-lehem by the doorway into the town! 18 So the three, forcing a way
through the Philistine army, got water from thewater-hole of Beth-lehem, by the doorway
into the town, and took it back to David; but David would not take it, but made an offering
of it, draining it out to the Lord, 19 Saying, By my God, far be it from me to do this! How
may I take as drink the life-blood of these men who have put their lives in danger? so he
did not take it. These things did the three great men of war. 20 And Abishai, the brother
of Joab, was chief of the thirty, for he put to death three hundred with his spear, but he
had not a name among the three. 21Of the thirty, he was the noblest, and was made their
captain, but he was not equal to the first three. 22Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, a fighting-
manofKabzeel, haddone great acts; he put to death twoyoung lions going into their secret
place; and he went down into a hole and put a lion to death in time of snow. 23 And he
made an attack on an Egyptian, a very tall man about five cubits high, armedwith a spear
like a cloth-worker's rod; he went down to him with a stick, and pulling his spear out of
the hand of the Egyptian, put him to death with that same spear. 24These were the acts of
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Benaiah, the sonof Jehoiada,whohadagreat nameamong the thirtymenofwar. 25Hewas
honoured over the thirty, but he was not equal to the first three: and David put him over
his servants. 26And thesewere the greatmen ofwar: Asahel, the brother of Joab, Elhanan,
the sonofDodoof Beth-lehem, 27Shammoth theHarodite, Helez the Pelonite, 28 Ira, the son
of Ikkesh the Tekoite, Abiezer the Anathothite, 29Sibbecai the Hushathite, Ilai the Ahohite,
30Maharai the Netophathite, Heled, the son of Baanah theNetophathite, 31 Ithai, the son of
Ribai of Gibeah, of the children of Benjamin, Benaiah the Pirathonite, 32Hurai of Nahale-
gaash, Abiel theArbathite, 33Azmaveth of Bahurim, Eliahba the Shaalbonite, 34The sons of
HashemtheGizonite, Jonathan, the sonofShage theHararite, 35Ahiam, the sonofSacar the
Hararite, Eliphal, the son of Ur, 36Hepher the Mecherathite, Ahijah the Pelonite, 37Hezro
the Carmelite, Naarai, the son of Ezbai, 38 Joel, the brother of Nathan, Mibhar, the son of
Hagri, 39Zelek the Ammonite, and Naharai the Berothite, the servant who had the care of
the arms of Joab, the son of Zeruiah; 40 Ira the Ithrite, Gareb the Ithrite, 41Uriah theHittite,
Zabad, the son of Ahlai, 42Adina, the son of Shiza the Reubenite, a chief of the Reubenites,
and thirty with him; 43Hanan, the son ofMaacah, and Joshaphat theMithnite, 44Uzzia the
Ashterathite, Shamaand Jeiel, the sonsofHothamtheAroerite, 45 Jediael, the sonof Shimri,
and Joha his brother, the Tizite, 46 Eliel the Mahavite, and Jeribai and Joshaviah, the sons
of Elnaam, and Ithmah theMoabite, 47Eliel and Obed, and Jaasiel the Mezobaite.

12
1Now these are themenwho came to David at Ziklag, while hewas still shut up, because

of Saul, the son of Kish; they were among the strong men, his helpers in war. 2They were
armedwith bows, andwere able to send stones, and arrows from the bow,with right hand
or left: they were Saul's brothers, of Benjamin. 3Ahiezer was their chief, then Joash, the
sons of Shemaah the Gibeathite; and Jeziel and Pelet, the sons of Azmaveth; and Beracah
and Jehu theAnathothite; 4And Ishmaiah theGibeonite, a greatmanamong the thirty, and
their chief; and Jeremiah and Jehaziel and Johanan and Jozabad the Gederathite; 5Eluzai
and Jerimoth and Bealiah and Shemariah and Shephatiah the Haruphite; 6 Elkanah and
Isshiah and Azarel and Joezer and Jashobeam, the Korahites; 7And Joelah and Zebadiah,
the sons of Jeroham of Gedor. 8 And some of the Gadites, siding with David, went to his
strong place in the waste land, great and strong men, trained for war, expert in the use
of arms, whose faces were like the faces of lions, and they were quick-footed like roes on
the mountains; 9Ezer their chief, Obadiah the second, Eliab the third, 10Mishmannah the
fourth, Jeremiah thefifth, 11Attai the sixth, Eliel the seventh, 12 Johanan theeighth, Elzabad
the ninth, 13 Jeremiah the tenth, Machbannai the eleventh. 14These Gadites were captains
of the army; the least of them was captain over a hundred men, and the greatest over a
thousand. 15 It was they who went over Jordan in the first month, when the river was
overflowing, andput toflight all the people of the valleys, to the east and to thewest. 16And
someof the childrenofBenjaminand Judahcame toDavid inhis strongplace. 17AndDavid
went out to them, and said to them, If you have come in peace to give me help, my heart
will be united with yours; but if you have come to give me up to those who would take
my life, though my hands are clean from wrongdoing, then may the God of our fathers
see it and give you punishment. 18 Then the spirit came on Amasai, who was chief of the
captains, and he said, We are yours, David, we are on your side, O son of Jesse: may peace
bewith you and peace bewith your helpers; for God is your helper. Then David took them
into his army and made them captains of the band. 19And some of the men of Manasseh
came over to David, when hewentwith the Philistines to thewar against Saul, but he gave
them no help: for the lords of the Philistines, after discussion, sent him away, saying, He
will go back to his master Saul, at the price of our lives. 20 Then when he went back to
Ziklag, there came over to him, of the men of Manasseh, Adnah and Jozabad and Jediael
and Michael and Jozabad and Elihu and Zillethai, captains of thousands from the armies
ofManasseh. 21And they gave David help against the armed bands, for theywere all great
men of war, and captains in the army. 22 And from day to day more supporters came to
David, till he had a great army like the army of God. 23These are the numbers of the chiefs
of the armedmen, ready forwar,who came toDavid atHebron, to give the kingdomof Saul
into his hands, as the Lord had said. 24There were six thousand, eight hundred spearmen
of the children of Judah, armed for war; 25 Seven thousand, one hundred of the children
of Simeon, greatmen of war; 26Of the children of Levi, four thousand, six hundred. 27And
Jehoiada, chief of the family of Aaron, and with him three thousand, seven hundredmen;
28 And Zadok, a young man, great and strong in war, with twenty-two captains from his
father's people. 29And of the children of Benjamin, the brothers of Saul, three thousand;
for up to that time the greater part of them had been true to Saul. 30And of the children of
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Ephraim, twenty thousand, eight hundred great men of war, men of great name in their
families. 31And from the half-tribe of Manasseh, eighteen thousand, listed by name, came
to make David king. 32 And of the children of Issachar, there were two hundred chiefs,
men who had expert knowledge of the times and what it was best for Israel to do, and all
their brotherswere under their orders. 33Of Zebulun, therewere fifty thousandmen,who
went out with the army, expert in ordering the fight, to give help with all sorts of arms;
true-hearted men. 34 And of Naphtali, a thousand captains with thirty-seven thousand
spearmen. 35And of the Danites, twenty-eight thousand, six hundred, expert in ordering
the fight. 36And of Asher, forty thousand who went out with the army, expert in ordering
the fight. 37 From the other side of Jordan, there were a hundred and twenty thousand
of the Reubenites and the Gadites and the men of the half-tribe of Manasseh, armed with
every sort of instrument of war. 38All these men of war, expert in ordering the fight, came
to Hebron with the full purpose of making David king over all Israel; and all the rest of
Israel were united in their desire to make David king. 39 For three days they were there
with David, feasting at his table, for their brothers had made ready food for them. 40And
thosewhowerenear, as far as Issachar andZebulunandNaphtali, camewith foodonasses
and camels andmules and oxen,withmeal for food and cakes of figs andmasses of grapes,
and wine and oil and oxen and sheep in great numbers, for there was joy in Israel.

13
1 Then David had discussions with the captains of thousands and the captains of

hundreds and with every chief. 2 And David said to all the men of Israel who had come
together there, If it seems good to you and if it is the purpose of the Lord our God, let us
send to all the rest of our brothers, everywhere in the land of Israel, and to the priests and
the Levites in their towns and the country round them, and get them to come together here
tous; 3And let us get back for ourselves thearkof ourGod: for in thedays of Saulwedidnot
go to it for directions. 4Andall thepeople said theywoulddo so, for it seemed right to them.
5 So David sent for all Israel to come together, from Shihor, the river of Egypt, as far as the
way into Hamath, to get the ark of God from Kiriath-jearim. 6And David went up, with all
Israel, toBaalah, that is, toKiriath-jearim in Judah, to get up from there the arkofGod, over
which the holy Name is named, the name of the Lord whose place is between the winged
ones. 7And they put the ark of God on a new cart, and took it out of the house of Abinadab;
and Uzza and Ahio were the drivers of the cart. 8 Then David and all Israel made melody
before God with all their strength, with songs and corded instruments of music, and with
brass instruments and horns. 9Andwhen they came to the grain-floor of Chidon, Uzza put
out his hand to keep the ark in its place, for the oxen were slipping. 10 And the wrath of
the Lord, burning against Uzza, sent destruction on him because he had put his hand on
the ark, and death came to him there before God. 11And David was angry because of the
Lord's outburst of wrath against Uzza, and he gave that place the name Perez-uzza, to this
day. 12And so great was David's fear of God that day, that he said, How may I let the ark
of God come to me? 13 So David did not let the ark come back to him to the town of David,
but had it turned away and put into the house of Obed-edom the Gittite. 14And the ark of
God was in the house of Obed-edom for three months; and the Lord sent a blessing on the
house of Obed-edom and on all he had.

14
1 And Hiram, king of Tyre, sent men to David with cedar-trees, and stoneworkers and

woodworkers for the building of his house. 2And David saw that the Lord had made his
position safe as kingover Israel, liftinguphis kingdomonhighbecause of his people Israel.
3 And while he was living in Jerusalem, David took more wives and became the father
of more sons and daughters. 4 These are the names of the children he had in Jerusalem:
Shammua and Shobab, Nathan and Solomon 5 And Ibhar and Elishua and Elpelet 6 And
Nogah and Nepheg and Japhia 7 And Elishama and Beeliada and Eliphelet. 8 And when
the Philistines had news that David had been made king over all Israel, they went up in
search of David, and David, hearing of it, went out against them. 9Now the Philistines had
come, and had gone out in every direction in the valley of Rephaim. 10AndDavid, desiring
directions from God, said, Am I to go up against the Philistines? and will you give them
into my hands? And the Lord said, Go up; for I will give them into your hands. 11 So they
went up to Baal-perazim, and David overcame them there, and David said, God has let the
forces fighting against me be broken by my hand, as a wall is broken down by rushing
water; so they gave that place the name of Baal-perazim. 12And the Philistines did not take
their images with them in their flight; and at David's orders they were burned with fire.
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13 Then the Philistines again went out in every direction in the valley. 14And David went
for directions to God; and God said to him, You are not to go up after them; but, turning
away from them, come face to facewith them opposite the spice-trees. 15And at the sound
of footsteps in the tops of the trees, go out to the fight, for God has gone out before you
to overcome the army of the Philistines. 16And David did as the Lord had said; and they
overcame the army of the Philistines, attacking them from Gibeon as far as Gezer. 17And
David's namewas honoured in all lands; and the Lord put the fear of him on all nations.

15
1And David made houses for himself in the town of David; and he got ready a place for

the ark of God, and put up a tent for it. 2ThenDavid said, The ark of Godmaynot bemoved
by any but the Levites, for they have been marked out by God to take the ark of God, and
to do his work for ever. 3 And David made all Israel come together at Jerusalem, to take
the ark of the Lord to its place, which he had got ready for it. 4And David got together the
sons of Aaron, and the Levites; 5Of the sons of Kohath: Uriel the chief, and his brothers,
a hundred and twenty; 6 Of the sons of Merari: Asaiah the chief, and his brothers, two
hundred and twenty; 7Of the sons of Gershom: Joel the chief, and his brothers, a hundred
and thirty; 8Of the sons of Elizaphan: Shemaiah the chief, and his brothers, two hundred;
9Of the sons of Hebron: Eliel the chief, and his brothers, eighty; 10Of the sons of Uzziel:
Amminadab the chief, andhisbrothers, ahundredand twelve. 11AndDavid sent forZadok
andAbiathar thepriests, and for theLevites, Uriel, Asaiahand Joel, ShemaiahandEliel and
Amminadab, 12 And said to them, You are the heads of the families of the Levites: make
yourselves holy, you and your brothers, so that you may take the ark of the Lord, the God
of Israel, to the place which I have made ready for it. 13 For because you did not take it at
the first, the Lord our God sent punishment on us, because we did not get directions from
him in the right way. 14 So the priests and the Levites made themselves holy to take up the
ark of the Lord, the God of Israel. 15 And the sons of the Levites took up the ark of God,
lifting it by its rods, as the Lord had said to Moses. 16And David gave orders to the chief of
the Levites to put their brothers themusic-makers in position, with instruments of music,
corded instruments andbrass, with glad voicesmaking sounds of joy. 17SoHeman, the son
of Joel, and, of his brothers, Asaph, the son of Berechiah; and of the sons of Merari their
brothers, Ethan, the son of Kushaiah, were put in position by the Levites; 18Andwith them
theirbrothersof the secondorder, Zechariah, Baniand Jaaziel andShemiramothand Jehiel
and Unni, Eliab and Benaiah andMaaseiah andMattithiah and Eliphelehu andMikneiah,
and Obed-edom and Jeiel, the door-keepers. 19So thosewhomademelody, Heman, Asaph,
andEthan,wereput inposition,withbrass instruments, sounding loudly; 20AndZechariah
and Aziel and Shemiramoth and Jehiel, Unni and Eliab and Maaseiah and Benaiah, with
corded instruments put to Alamoth. 21And Mattithiah and Eliphelehu and Mikneiah and
Obed-edom and Jeiel and Azaziah, with corded instruments on the octave, to give the first
note of the song. 22And Chenaniah, chief of the Levites, was master of the music: he gave
directions about the song, because he was expert. 23 And Berechiah and Elkanah were
door-keepers for the ark. 24And Shebaniah and Joshaphat and Nethanel and Amasai and
Zechariah and Benaiah and Eliezer, the priests, made music on the horns before the ark
of God; and Obed-edom and Jehiah were door-keepers for the ark. 25 So David, and the
responsiblemen of Israel, and the captains over thousands, went with joy to get the ark of
theagreementof theLordoutof thehouseofObed-edom. 26AndwhenGodgavehelp to the
Levites whowere lifting up the ark of the agreement of the Lord, theymade an offering of
seven oxen and seven sheep. 27AndDavidwas clothedwith a robe of fair linen, aswere all
the Levites who took up the ark, and those who made melody, and Chenaniah the master
of those who made melody; and David had on a linen ephod; 28 So all Israel took up the
ark of the agreement of the Lord, with loud cries and with horns and brass and corded
instruments sounding loudly. 29Andwhen the ark of the agreement of the Lord came into
the townofDavid,Michal, the daughter of Saul, looking out of thewindow, sawKingDavid
dancing and playing; and to her mind he seemed foolish.

16
1 Then they took in the ark of God and put it inside the tent which David had put up

for it; and they made offerings, burned offerings and peace-offerings before God. 2 And
when David had come to an end of making the burned offerings and peace-offerings, he
gave the people a blessing in the name of the Lord. 3And he gave to everyone, every man
and woman of Israel, a cake of bread, some meat, and a cake of dry grapes. 4And he put
some of the Levites before the ark of the Lord as servants, to keep the acts of the Lord in
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memory, and to give worship and praise to the Lord, the God of Israel: 5Asaph the chief,
and second tohimZechariah, Uzziel andShemiramothand Jehiel andMattithiahandEliab
andBenaiah andObed-edomand Jeiel, with corded instruments ofmusic; andAsaph,with
brass instruments sounding loudly; 6And Benaiah and Jahaziel the priests, blowing horns
all the time before the ark of the agreement of God. 7 Then on that day David first made
the giving of praise to the Lord the work of Asaph and his brothers. 8O give praise to the
Lord; give honour to his name, talking of his doings among the peoples. 9Let your voice be
sounded in songs andmelody; let all your thoughts be of the wonder of his works. 10Have
glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who are searching after the Lord be glad.
11 Let your search be for the Lord and for his strength; let your hearts ever be turned to
him. 12Keep inmind the greatworkswhich he has done; hiswonders, and the decisions of
his mouth; 13O you seed of Israel his servant, you children of Jacob, his loved ones. 14He
is the Lord our God: he is judge of all the earth. 15 He has kept his agreement in mind
for ever, the word which he gave for a thousand generations; 16 The agreement which he
madewith Abraham, and his oath to Isaac; 17Andhe gave it to Jacob for a law, and to Israel
for an eternal agreement; 18 Saying, To you will I give the land of Canaan, the measured
line of your heritage: 19 When you were still small in number, and strange in the land;
20When they went about from one nation to another, and from one kingdom to another
people; 21He would not let anyone do them wrong; he even kept back kings because of
them, 22 Saying, Put not your hand on those who have been marked with my holy oil, and
do my prophets no wrong. 23Make songs to the Lord, all the earth; give the good news of
his salvation day by day. 24Make clear his glory to the nations, and his wonders to all the
peoples. 25 For the Lord is great, and greatly to be praised; and he is more to be feared
than all other gods. 26For all the gods of the nations are false gods; but the Lord made the
heavens. 27Honour andglory are beforehim: strength and joy are inhis holy place. 28Give
to the Lord, O you families of the peoples, give to the Lord glory and strength. 29Give to the
Lord the glory of his name; take with you an offering and come before him; give worship
to the Lord in holy robes. 30 Be in fear before him, all the earth: the world is ordered so
that itmay not bemoved. 31Let the heavens have joy and let the earth be glad; let them say
among the nations, The Lord is King. 32Let the sea be thunderingwith all itswaters; let the
field be glad, and everythingwhich is in it; 33Then let all the trees of thewood be sounding
with joy before the Lord, for he is come to be the judge of the earth. 34O give praise to the
Lord, for he is good: for hismercy is unchanging for ever. 35And say, Be our saviour, O God
of our salvation, and let us come back, and give us salvation from the nations, so that we
may give honour to your holy name and have glory in your praise. 36Praise be to the Lord,
the God of Israel, for ever and for ever. And all the people said, So be it; and gave praise to
the Lord. 37 So he made Asaph and his brothers keep their places there before the ark of
the agreement of the Lord, to dowhatever had to be done before the ark at all times day by
day: 38AndObed-edom, the son of Jeduthun, andHosah, with their brothers, sixty-eight of
them, to be door-keepers: 39And Zadok the priest, with his brothers the priests, before the
House of the Lord in the high place at Gibeon; 40 To give burned offerings to the Lord on
the altar of burned offerings morning and evening, every day, as it is ordered in the law
of the Lord which he gave to Israel; 41And with them Heman and Jeduthun, and the rest
who were marked out by name to give praise to the Lord, for his mercy is unchanging for
ever; 42And Heman and Jeduthun had horns and brass instruments sounding loudly, and
instruments ofmusic for the songs of God; and the sons of Jeduthunwere to be at the door.
43 And all the people went away, every man to his house; and David went back to give a
blessing to his family.

17
1NowwhenDavidwas living in his house, he said toNathan the prophet, See, I am living

inahouseof cedar-wood, but thearkof theLord's agreement isunder thecurtainsof a tent.
2And Nathan said to David, Do whatever is in your heart, for God is with you. 3 But that
samenight, theword of God came toNathan, saying, 4Go and say to Davidmy servant, The
Lord says, You are not to make me a house for my living-place: 5 For from the day when I
took Israel up, till this day, I have had no house, but have gone from tent to tent, and from
living-place to living-place. 6 In all the places where I have gone with all Israel, did I ever
say to any of the judges of Israel, whom I made the keepers of my people, Why have you
not made for me a house of cedar? 7 So now, say to my servant David, The Lord of armies
says, I took you from the fields, from keeping sheep, so that you might be a ruler over my
people Israel; 8 And I have been with you wherever you went, cutting off before you all
those whowere against you; and I will make your name like the name of the greatest ones
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of the earth. 9And I will make a resting-place formy people Israel, planting them there, so
that they may be in the place which is theirs and never again be moved; and never again
will they be made waste by evil men, as they were at first, 10 From the time when I put
judges overmy people Israel; and I will overcome all those who are against you; and I will
make you great and the head of a line of kings. 11And when the time comes for you to go
to your fathers, I will put in your place your seed after you, one of your sons, and I will
make his kingdom strong. 12He will be the builder of my house, and I will make the seat
of his authority certain for ever. 13 I will be to him a father and he will be to me a son;
and I will not take my mercy away from him as I took it from him who was before you;
14But I will make his place in my house and in my kingdom certain for ever; and the seat
of his authority will never be overturned. 15 So Nathan gave David an account of all these
words and this vision. 16ThenDavid thekingwent in and tookhis seat before theLord, and
said, Who am I, O Lord God, and what is my family, that you have beenmy guide till now?
17And this was only a small thing to you, O God; but your words have even been about the
far-off future of your servant's family, looking on me as on one of high position, O Lord
God. 18What more may David say to you? for you have knowledge of your servant. 19O
Lord, because of your servant, and from your heart, you have done all these great things
and let them be seen. 20O Lord, there is no one like you, and no other God but you, as is
clear from everything which has come to our ears. 21And what other nation in the earth,
like your people Israel, did a god go out to take for himself, to be his people, making his
name great and to be feared, driving out the nations from before your people whom you
made free and took out of Egypt? 22 For your people Israel you made yours for ever; and
you, Lord, became their God. 23 And now, Lord, let your words about your servant and
about his family bemade certain for ever, and do as you have said. 24So let your words be
made certain and your name bemade great, whenmen say, The Lord of armies is the God
of Israel; andwhen the family of David your servant ismade strong before you. 25For you,
Omy God, have let your servant see that you will make him head of a line of kings; and so
it has come into your servant's heart to make his prayer to you. 26And now, O Lord, you
are God, and you have said you will give this good thing to your servant: 27And now you
have been pleased to give your blessing to the family of your servant, so that it may go on
for ever before you; you, O Lord, have given your blessing, and a blessing will be on it for
ever.

18
1And it came about after this that Davidmade an attack on the Philistines and overcame

them, and took Gath with its daughter-towns out of the hands of the Philistines. 2And he
overcame Moab, and the Moabites became his servants and gave him offerings. 3 Then
David overcame Hadadezer, king of Zobah, near Hamath, when he was going to make his
power seen by the river Euphrates. 4And David took from him a thousand war-carriages
and seven thousand horsemen and twenty thousand footmen: and he had the leg-muscles
of all thehorses cut, keepingonly enoughof themforahundredwar-carriages. 5Andwhen
theAramaeans ofDamascus came to thehelp ofHadadezer, king of Zobah, David put to the
sword twenty-two thousandAramaeans. 6ThenDavid put armed forces in Damascus, and
the Aramaeans became his servants and gave him offerings. And the Lord made David
overcome wherever he went. 7 And the gold body-covers of the servants of Hadadezer,
David took to Jerusalem. 8 And from Tibhath and from Cun, towns of Hadadezer, David
took a great store of brass, of which Solomon made the great brass water-vessel and the
brass pillars and vessels. 9 Now when Tou, king of Hamath, had news that David had
overcome all the army of Hadadezer, king of Zobah, 10He sent his son Hadoram to King
David, to give him words of peace and blessing, because he had overcome Hadadezer in
the fight, for Hadadezer had been at war with Tou; and he gave him all sorts of vessels of
gold and silver and brass. 11 These King David made holy to the Lord, together with the
silver and gold he had taken fromall nations; fromEdomandMoab and from the children
of Ammon and from the Philistines and from Amalek. 12 And when he came back from
putting to the sword eighteen thousand of the Edomites in the Valley of Salt, 13David put
armed forces in all the towns of Edom; and all the Edomites became servants toDavid. The
LordmadeDavidovercomewhereverhewent. 14SoDavidwaskingover all Israel, judging
and giving right decisions for all his people. 15And Joab, the son of Zeruiah, was chief of
the army; and Jehoshaphat, son of Ahilud,was keeper of the records. 16AndZadok, the son
of Ahitub; and Ahimelech, the son of Abiathar, were priests; and Shavsha was the scribe;
17And Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, was over the Cherethites and the Pelethites; and the
sons of David were chief of those whose places were at the king's side.
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19
1 Now it came about after this that death came to Nahash, the king of the children of

Ammon, andhis sonbecameking in his place. 2AndDavid said, Iwill be a friend toHanun,
the son of Nahash, because his father was a friend to me. So David sent men to him, to
give him words of comfort on account of his father. And the servants of David came to
Hanun, to the land of the children of Ammon, offering him comfort. 3But the chiefs of the
children of Ammon said toHanun, Does it seem to you that David is honouring your father,
by sending comforters to you? is it not clear that these men have only come to go through
the landand tomake secret observationof it so that theymayovercome it? 4SoHanun took
David's servants, and cutting off their hair and the skirts of their robes up to the middle,
sent them away. 5Then certain men went and gave David word of what had been done to
them. Andhe sent outwith thepurposeofmeeting them; for themenweregreatly shamed.
And the king said, Keepwhere you are at Jericho till your hair is long again, and then come
back. 6 And when the children of Ammon saw that they had made themselves hated by
David, Hanun and the children of Ammon sent a thousand talents of silver as payment
for war-carriages and horsemen from Mesopotamia and Aram-maacah and Zobah. 7 So
with this money they got thirty-two thousand war-carriages, and the help of the king of
Maacah and his people, who came and took up their position in front of Medeba. And the
children of Ammon came together from their towns for the fight. 8 And David, hearing
of it, sent Joab with all the army of fighting-men. 9 So the children of Ammon came out
and put their forces in position on the way into the town; and the kings who had come
were stationed by themselves in the field. 10Now when Joab saw that their forces were
in position against him in front and at his back, he took all the best men of Israel, and
put them in line against the Aramaeans; 11 And the rest of the people he put in position
against the children of Ammon with Abishai, his brother, at their head. 12 And he said,
If the Aramaeans are stronger and get the better of me, then come to my help; and if the
childrenofAmmonget thebetterofyou, Iwill come toyourhelp. 13Takeheart, and letusbe
strong for our people and for the towns of our God; andmay the Lord dowhat seems good
to him. 14 So Joab and the people who were with him went forward into the fight against
the Aramaeans, and they went in flight before him. 15And when the children of Ammon
saw the flight of the Aramaeans, they themselves went in flight from Abishai, his brother,
and came into the town. Then Joab came back to Jerusalem. 16And when the Aramaeans
saw that Israel had overcome them, they sent men to get the Aramaeans who were on the
other side of the River, with Shophach, the captain of Hadadezer's army, at their head.
17Andword of this was given to David; and he got all Israel together andwent over Jordan
and came to Helam and put his forces in position against them. And when David's forces
were in position against the Aramaeans, the fightwas started. 18And the Aramaeanswent
in flight before Israel; and David put to the sword the men of seven thousand Aramaean
war-carriages and forty thousand footmen, and put to death Shophach, the captain of the
army. 19Andwhen the servants of Hadadezer saw that theywere overcome by Israel, they
made peacewith David and became his servants: and the Aramaeanswould give nomore
help to the children of Ammon.

20
1Now in the spring, at the timewhen kings go out towar, Joabwent out at the head of the

armed forces and made waste all the land of the Ammonites and put his men in position
before Rabbah, shutting it in. But David was still at Jerusalem. And Joab took Rabbah and
made it waste. 2And David took the crown of Milcom from off his head; its weight was a
talent of gold and it had stones of great price in it; and it was put on David's head, and he
took a great store of goods from the town. 3And he took the people out of the town and put
them to workwith wood-cutting instruments, and iron grain-crushers, and axes. And this
he did to all the towns of the children of Ammon. ThenDavid and all the peoplewent back
to Jerusalem. 4Now after this there was war with the Philistines at Gezer; then Sibbecai
the Hushathite put to death Sippai, one of the offspring of the Rephaim; and they were
overcome. 5And again therewaswarwith the Philistines; and Elhanan, the son of Jair, put
to death Lahmi, the brother of Goliath the Gittite, the stem ofwhose spearwas like a cloth-
worker's rod. 6 And again there was war at Gath, where there was a very tall man, who
had twenty-four fingers and toes, six fingers on his hands and six toes on his feet; he was
one of the offspring of the Rephaim. 7Andwhen he put shame on Israel, Jonathan, the son
of Shimea, David's brother, put him to death. 8These were of the offspring of the Rephaim
in Gath; they came to their death by the hands of David and his servants.



1 Chronicles 21:1 301 1 Chronicles 22:4

21
1Now Satan, designing evil against Israel, put into David's mind the impulse to take the

number of Israel. 2AndDavid said to Joab and the captains of the people, Now let all Israel,
from Beer-sheba to Dan, be numbered; and give me word so that I may be certain of their
number. 3And Joab said, May the Lordmake his people a hundred times more in number
than they are; but, my lord king, are they not all my lord's servants? why would my lord
have this done? why will he become a cause of sin to Israel? 4 But the king's word was
stronger than Joab's. So Joabwent out andwent through all Israel and came to Jerusalem.
5 And Joab gave David the number of all the people; all the men of Israel, able to take
up arms, were one million, one hundred thousand men; and those of Judah were four
hundred and seventy thousand men, able to take up arms. 6But Levi and Benjamin were
not numbered among them, for Joab was disgusted with the king's order. 7And God was
notpleasedwith this thing; sohe sentpunishmenton Israel. 8ThenDavid said toGod,Great
has beenmy sin in doing this; but now, be pleased to take away the sin of your servant, for
I have done very foolishly. 9 Then the word of the Lord came to Gad, David's seer, saying,
10Go and say to David, The Lord says, Three things are offered to you: say which of them
youwill have, so that I may do it to you. 11So Gad came to David and said to him, The Lord
says, Takewhichever youwill: 12Three yearswhen therewill not be enough food; or three
months of war, when you will go in flight before your haters, being in great danger of the
sword; or three days of the sword of the Lord, disease in the land, and the angel of the Lord
taking destruction through all the land of Israel. Now give thought to the answer I am to
take back to him who sent me. 13And David said to Gad, This is a hard decision for me to
make: let me come into the hands of the Lord, for great are his mercies: let me not come
into the hands of men. 14 So the Lord sent disease on Israel, causing the death of seventy
thousandmen. 15AndGod sent an angel to Jerusalem for its destruction: andwhenhewas
about todo so, theLord saw, andhadregret for the evil, and said to theangel of destruction,
It is enough; do no more. Now the angel of the Lord was by the grain-floor of Ornan the
Jebusite. 16And David, lifting up his eyes, saw the angel of the Lord there between earth
and heaven, with an uncovered sword in his hand stretched out over Jerusalem. Then
David and the responsible men, clothed in haircloth, went down on their faces. 17 And
David said to God, Was it not I who gave the order for the people to be numbered? It is
I who have done the sin and the great wrong; but these are only sheep; what have they
done? let your hand, O Lord God, be lifted up against me and against my family, but not
against your people to send disease on them. 18Then the angel of the Lord gave orders to
Gad to say to David that he was to go and put up an altar to the Lord on the grain-floor of
Ornan the Jebusite. 19And David went up, as Gad had said in the name of the Lord. 20And
Ornan, turning back, saw the angel, and his four sons whowere with himwent to a secret
place. Now Ornan was crushing his grain. 21And when David came, Ornan, looking, saw
him, and came out from the grain-floor andwent downonhis face to the earth before him.
22Then David said to Ornan, Give me the place where this grain-floor is, so that I may put
up an altar here to the Lord: let me have it for its full price; so that this disease may be
stopped among the people. 23 And Ornan said to David, Take it, and let my lord the king
do what seems right to him. See, I give you the oxen for burned offerings and the grain-
cleaning instruments for fire-wood, and the grain for themeal offering; I give it all. 24And
King David said to Ornan, No; I will certainly give you the full price for it, because I will
not take for the Lordwhat is yours, or give a burned offeringwithout payment. 25SoDavid
gave Ornan six hundred shekels of gold by weight for the place. 26 And David put up an
altar there to the Lord, offering burned offerings and peace-offerings with prayers to the
Lord; andhegavehimananswer fromheaven, sendingfireon thealtar ofburnedoffering.
27 Then the Lord gave orders to the angel, and he put back his sword into its cover. 28At
that time, when David saw that the Lord had given him an answer on the grain-floor of
Ornan the Jebusite, he made an offering there. 29 For the House of the Lord, which Moses
hadmade in thewaste land, and the altar of burned offerings, were at that time in the high
place at Gibeon. 30But Davidwas not able to go before it to get directions from the Lord, so
great was his fear of the sword of the angel of the Lord.

22
1 Then David said, This is the house of the Lord God, and this is the altar for Israel's

burned offerings. 2And David gave orders to get together all the men from strange lands
whowere in the landof Israel; andheput stone-cutters towork, cutting stones for building
the house of God. 3And he got together a great store of iron, for the nails for the doors and
for the joins; andbrass,more inweight thanmight bemeasured; 4Andcedar-treeswithout
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number, for the Zidonians and the men of Tyre came with a great amount of cedar-trees
for David. 5And David said, Solomonmy son is young and untested, and the house which
is to be put up for the Lord is to be very great, a thing of wonder and glory through all
countries; so I will make ready what is needed for it. So David got ready a great store of
material before his death. 6Then he sent for his son Solomon, and gave him orders for the
building of a house for the Lord, the God of Israel. 7And David said to Solomon, My son,
it was my desire to put up a house for the name of the Lord my God. 8But the word of the
Lord came tome saying, You have taken liveswithout number andmade great wars; I will
not let you be the builder of a house for my name, because of the lives you have taken on
the earth before my eyes. 9 But you will have a son who will be a man of rest; and I will
give him rest from wars on every side. His name will be Solomon, and in his time I will
give Israel peace and quiet; 10He will be the builder of a house for my name; he will be
to me a son, and I will be to him a father; and I will make the seat of his rule over Israel
certain for ever. 11Now, my son, may the Lord be with you; and may you do well, and put
up the house of the Lord your God, as he has said of you. 12Only may the Lord give you
wisdom, and knowledge of his orders for Israel, so that you may keep the law of the Lord
your God. 13 And all will go well for you, if you take care to keep the laws and the rules
which the Lord gave toMoses for Israel: be strong and take heart; have no fear and do not
be troubled. 14Now see, poor though I am, I have got ready for the house of the Lord a
hundred thousand talents of gold and amillion talents of silver; and aweight of brass and
iron greater thanmay bemeasured; andwood and stone have Imade ready, and youmay
put more to it. 15And you have a great number of workmen, cutters and workers of stone
andwood, and experts in every sort of work, 16 In gold and silver and brass and ironmore
than may be numbered. Up! then, and to work; and may the Lord be with you. 17 Then
David gave orders to all the chiefs of Israel to give their help to Solomon his son, saying,
18 Is not the Lord your God with you? and has he not given you rest on every side? for the
Lord has given the people of the land into my hands, and the land is overcome before the
Lord and before his people. 19Now give your heart and soul to the worship of the Lord
your God; and get to work on the building of the holy place of the Lord God, so that you
may put the ark of the Lord's agreement and the holy vessels of God in the house which is
to bemade for the name of the Lord.

23
1 Now David was old and full of days; and he made his son Solomon king over Israel.

2 And he got together all the chiefs of Israel, with the priests and the Levites. 3 And the
Levites, all those of thirty years old and over, were numbered; and the number of them,
by heads, man by man, was thirty-eight thousand. 4Of these, twenty-four thousand were
to be overseers of the work of the house of the Lord, and six thousand were judges and
men of authority; 5 Four thousand were door-keepers; and four thousand gave praise to
the Lord with the instruments which I made, said David, for giving praise. 6 And David
put them into divisions under the names of the sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath, andMerari.
7Of the Gershonites: Ladan and Shimei. 8The sons of Ladan: Jehiel the chief, and Zetham
and Joel, three. 9The sons of Shimei: Shelomoth and Haziel and Haran, three; these were
the heads of the families of Ladan. 10And the sons of Shimei: Jahath, Zizah and Jeush and
Beriah; these four were the sons of Shimei. 11 Jahath was the chief and Zizah the second;
but Jeush and Beriah had only a small number of sons, so they were grouped together as
one family. 12 The sons of Kohath: Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel, four. 13 The sons of
Amram: Aaron and Moses; and Aaron was made separate and holy, he and his sons for
ever, for the care of the most holy things and the burning of offerings before the Lord, to
do his work and give blessings in his name for ever. 14And the sons of Moses, the man of
God, were put into the list of the tribe of Levi. 15The sons of Moses: Gershom and Eliezer.
16 The sons of Gershom: Shebuel the first. 17 And the sons of Eliezer: Rehabiah the first;
and Eliezer had no other sons, but Rehabiah had a great number. 18 The sons of Izhar:
Shelomith the first. 19 The sons of Hebron: Jeriah the first, Amariah the second, Jahaziel
the third, and Jekameam the fourth. 20The sons of Uzziel: Micah the first, and Isshiah the
second. 21The sonsofMerari: Mahli andMushi; the sonsofMahli: Eleazar andKish. 22And
at his death Eleazar had no sons, but only daughters, and their relations, the sons of Kish,
took them as wives. 23 The sons of Mushi: Mahli and Eder and Jeremoth, three. 24 These
were the sons of Levi, grouped by families, the heads of the families of those who were
numbered by name, by heads, all those of twenty years old and over who did the work of
the house of the Lord. 25 For David said, The Lord, the God of Israel, has given his people
rest, and he has made his resting-place in Jerusalem for ever; 26And from now, there will
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be no need for the House of the Lord, and the vessels used in it, to be moved about by the
Levites. 27 So among the last acts of David was the numbering of the sons of Levi, from
twenty years old and over. 28 Their place was by the side of the sons of Aaron in all the
work of the house of the Lord, in the open spaces and in the rooms, in themaking clean of
all the holy things, in doing all the work of the house of the Lord, 29The holy bread was in
their care, and the crushedgrain for themeal offering, of unleavenedcakesormeal cooked
over the fire or inwater; they had control of all sorts of weights andmeasures; 30They had
to take their places every morning to give praise andmakemelody to the Lord, and in the
sameway at evening; 31At every offering of burned offerings to the Lord, on Sabbaths, and
at the newmoons, and on the regular feasts, in the number ordered by the law, at all times
before the Lord; 32And they had the care of the Tent of meeting and the holy place, under
the direction of the sons of Aaron their brothers, for the work of the house of the Lord.

24
1 Now the divisions into which the sons of Aaron were grouped were these: the sons

of Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. 2 But Nadab and Abihu came to their
end before their father, and had no children; so Eleazar and Ithamar did the work of
priests. 3 And David, with Zadok of the sons of Eleazar, and Ahimelech of the sons of
Ithamar, made distribution of them into their positions for their work. 4And there were
more chiefs among the sons of Eleazar than among the sons of Ithamar; and this is how
they were grouped: of the sons of Eleazar there were sixteen, all heads of families; and of
the sons of Ithamar, heads of families, there were eight. 5 So they were put into groups,
by the Lord's decision, one with another; for there were rulers of the holy place and
rulers of the house of God among the sons of Eleazar and the sons of Ithamar. 6 And
Shemaiah, the son of Nethanel the scribe, who was a Levite, put down their names in
writing, the king being present with the rulers, and Zadok the priest, and Ahimelech, the
son of Abiathar, and the heads of families of the priests and the Levites; one family being
taken for Eleazar and then one for Ithamar, and so on. 7 Now the first name to come
out was that of Jehoiarib; the second Jedaiah, 8 The third Harim, the fourth Seorim, 9 The
fifth Malchijah, the sixth Mijamin, 10 The seventh Hakkoz, the eighth Abijah, 11 The ninth
Jeshua, the tenth Shecaniah, 12 The eleventh Eliashib, the twelfth Jakim, 13 The thirteenth
Huppah, the fourteenth Jeshebeab, 14 The fifteenth Bilgah, the sixteenth Immer, 15 The
seventeenth Hezir, the eighteenth Happizzez, 16 The nineteenth Pethahiah, the twentieth
Jehezkel, 17The twenty-first Jachin, the twenty-secondGamul, 18The twenty-thirdDelaiah,
the twenty-fourth Maaziah. 19 So they were put into their different groups, to take their
places in the house of the Lord, in agreementwith the rulesmade by Aaron their father, as
the Lord, the God of Israel, had given him orders. 20And of the rest of the sons of Levi: of
the sons of Amram, Shubael; of the sons of Shubael, Jehdeiah. 21Of Rehabiah; of the sons
of Rehabiah, Isshiah the chief. 22 Of the Izharites, Shelomoth; of the sons of Shelomoth,
Jahath. 23And the sons of Hebron: Jeriah the chief, Amariah the second, Jahaziel the third,
Jekameam the fourth. 24 The sons of Uzziel, Micah; of the sons of Micah, Shamir. 25 The
brother of Micah, Isshiah; of the sons of Isshiah, Zechariah. 26 The sons of Merari: Mahli
and Mushi; the sons of Jaaziah. 27The sons of Merari: of Jaaziah, Shoham and Zaccur and
Ibri. 28Of Mahli: Eleazar, who had no sons. 29Of Kish: the sons of Kish, Jerahmeel. 30And
the sons of Mushi: Mahli and Eder and Jerimoth. These were the sons of the Levites by
their families. 31 Selection was made of these in the same way as of their brothers the
sons of Aaron, David the king being present, with Zadok, and Ahimelech, and the heads
of families of the priests and of the Levites; the families of the chief in the same way as
those of his younger brother.

25
1Further, David and the chiefs of the servants of the holy placemade selection of certain

of the sons of Asaph and of Heman and of Jeduthun for the work of prophets, to make
melody with corded instruments and brass; and the number of themen for the work they
had to do was: 2Of the sons of Asaph: Zaccur and Joseph and Nethaniah and Asharelah,
sons of Asaph; under the direction of Asaph, acting as a prophet under the orders of the
king; 3Of Jeduthun: the six sons of Jeduthun, Gedaliah and Zeri and Jeshaiah, Hashabiah
andMattithiah; under the direction of their father Jeduthunwho, acting as a prophet, with
corded instruments gave praise and glory to the Lord. 4 Of Heman, the sons of Heman:
Bukkiah, Mattaniah, Uzziel, Shebuel and Jerimoth, Hananiah, Hanani, Eliathah, Giddalti
and Romamti-ezer, Joshbekashah, Mallothi, Hothir, Mahazioth; 5 All these were sons of
Heman, the king's seer in thewords of God. And tomake great his power God gaveHeman
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fourteen sons and three daughters. 6 All these, under the direction of their father, made
music in the house of the Lord, with brass and corded instruments, for the worship of the
house of God; Asaph, Jeduthun, and Heman being under the orders of the king. 7And the
numberof them,with their brotherswhowere trainedandexpert inmakingmelody to the
Lord,was twohundredandeighty-eight. 8Andselectionwasmadeof themfor their special
work, all having equal chances, small as well as great, the teacher as the learner. 9Now of
the group of Asaph, the first name to come out was Joseph; the second Gedaliah; he and
his brothers and sons were twelve? 10 The third Zaccur, with his sons and his brothers,
twelve; 11 The fourth Izri, with his sons and his brothers, twelve; 12 The fifth Nethaniah,
with his sons andhis brothers, twelve; 13The sixthBukkiah,with his sons andhis brothers,
twelve; 14 The seventh Jesharelah, with his sons and his brothers, twelve; 15 The eighth
Jeshaiah, with his sons and his brothers, twelve; 16The ninthMattaniah, with his sons and
his brothers, twelve; 17 The tenth Shimei, with his sons and his brothers, twelve; 18 The
eleventh Azarel, with his sons and his brothers, twelve; 19The twelfth Hashabiah, with his
sons and his brothers, twelve; 20 The thirteenth Shubael, with his sons and his brothers,
twelve; 21The fourteenthMattithiah,withhis sonsandhisbrothers, twelve; 22Thefifteenth
Jeremoth, with his sons and his brothers, twelve; 23The sixteenth Hananiah, with his sons
and his brothers, twelve; 24The seventeenth Joshbekashah, with his sons and his brothers,
twelve; 25The eighteenthHanani, with his sons andhis brothers, twelve; 26Thenineteenth
Mallothi, with his sons and his brothers, twelve; 27 The twentieth Eliathah, with his sons
and his brothers, twelve; 28The twenty-first Hothir, with his sons and his brothers, twelve;
29The twenty-second Giddalti, with his sons and his brothers, twelve; 30The twenty-third
Mahazioth, with his sons and his brothers, twelve; 31 The twenty-fourth Romamti-ezer,
with his sons and his brothers, twelve.

26
1 For the divisions of the door-keepers: of the Korahites, Meshelemiah, the son of Kore,

of the sons of Ebiasaph. 2 And Meshelemiah had sons: Zechariah the oldest, Jediael the
second, Zebadiah the third, Jathniel the fourth, 3 Elam the fifth, Jehohanan the sixth,
Eliehoenai the seventh. 4And Obed-edom had sons: Shemaiah the oldest, Jehozabad the
second, Joah the third, and Sacar the fourth, and Nethanel the fifth, 5 Ammiel the sixth,
Issachar the seventh, Peullethai the eighth; for the blessing of God was on him. 6 And
Shemaiah his son had sons, rulers over the family of their father, for they were able men.
7 The sons of Shemaiah: Othni and Rephael and Obed, Elzabad, whose brothers were
great men of war, Elihu and Semachiah. 8 All these were sons of Obed-edom: they and
their sons and their brothers, able men and strong for the work; sixty-two sons of Obed-
edom. 9Meshelemiah had sons and brothers, eighteen able men. 10And Hosah, a son of
the children of Merari, had sons: Shimri the chief (for though he was not the oldest, his
father made him chief); 11Hilkiah the second, Tebaliah the third, Zechariah the fourth:
Hosah had thirteen sons and brothers. 12Of these were the divisions of the door-keepers,
men of authority, having responsible positions like their brothers to be servants in the
house of the Lord. 13 And the families were taken by the decision of the Lord for every
door; the small family had the same chance as the great. 14 And the care of the door on
the east came out for Shelemiah. Then the name of Zechariah his son, a man wise in
discussion, came out, and the door on the north was given to him. 15 To Obed-edom, that
on the south; and to his sons, the store-house. 16 To Hosah, the door on the west, by the
door of Shallecheth, at the footway which goes up, watch by watch. 17On the east were
six Levites a day, and on the north and the south four a day, and for the store-house two
and two. 18 For the pillared way, on the west, four at the footway and two at the pillared
way itself. 19 These were the divisions of door-keepers, of the sons of the Korahites and
of the sons of Merari. 20 And the Levites their brothers were responsible for the stores
of the house of God and the holy things. 21 The sons of Ladan: sons of the Gershonites
of the family of Ladan, heads of families of Ladan the Gershonite, Jehieli. 22 The sons of
Jehieli: Zetham and Joel, his brother, had the care of the stores of the house of the Lord.
23Of the Amramites, of the Izharites, of the Hebronites, of the Uzzielites: 24And Shebuel,
the son of Gershom, the son of Moses, was controller of the stores. 25And his brothers: of
Eliezer, Rehabiah his son, and Jeshaiah his son, and Joram his son, and Zichri his son, and
Shelomoth his son. 26Shelomoth andhis brotherswere responsible for all the store of holy
things which David the king and the heads of families, the captains of thousands and of
hundreds, and the captains of the army, had given to the Lord. 27From the goods taken in
war, they gave, as aholy offering,materials for thebuilding of thehouse of theLord. 28And
everything Samuel the prophet and Saul, the son of Kish, and Abner, the son of Ner, and
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Joab, the son of Zeruiah, hadmadeholy; whatever anyonehad given, itwas under the care
of Shelomoth and his brothers. 29Of the Izharites, Chenaniah and his sons had to do all the
public business of Israel, in relation to judges and men in authority. 30Of the Hebronites,
Hashabiah and his brothers, seventeen hundred ablemen, were overseers of Israel on the
other side of the Jordan, to the west, being responsible for all the work of the Lord's house
and for the work done by the king's servants. 31Of the Hebronites, Jerijah was the chief
of all the Hebronites, in their generations by families. In the fortieth year of the rule of
David a search was made, and able men were seen among them at Jazer of Gilead. 32And
his brothers were two thousand, seven hundred able men, heads of families, whom King
Davidmade overseers over theReubenites and theGadites and thehalf-tribe ofManasseh,
in everything to do with God, and for the king's business.

27
1Now thenumber of the children of Israel, that is, the heads of families, and the captains

of thousands and of hundreds, and themen in authority who were servants of the king in
anything to do with the divisions which came in and went out month by month through
all the months of the year, in every division were twenty-four thousand. 2Over the first
division for thefirstmonthwas Ishbaal, the sonofZabdiel; and inhisdivisionwere twenty-
four thousand. 3He was of the sons of Perez, and the chief of all the captains of the army
for the first month. 4And over the division for the second month was Eleazar, the son of
Dodai the Ahohite, the ruler; and in his division were twenty-four thousand. 5 The third
captain of the army for the third month was Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada the priest; and
in his division were twenty-four thousand. 6 This is the same Benaiah who was the great
man of the thirty, chief of the thirty; and in his division was Ammizabad his son. 7 The
fourth captain for the fourth month was Asahel, the brother of Joab, and Zebadiah his
son after him; and in his division were twenty-four thousand. 8 The fifth captain for the
fifth month was Shamhuth the Izrahite; and in his division were twenty-four thousand.
9 The sixth captain for the sixth month was Ira, the son of Ikkesh the Tekoite; and in his
division were twenty-four thousand. 10 The seventh captain for the seventh month was
Helez the Pelonite, of the sons of Ephraim; and in his divisionwere twenty-four thousand.
11 The eighth captain for the eighth month was Sibbecai the Hushathite, of the Zerahites;
and in his division were twenty-four thousand. 12 The ninth captain for the ninth month
was Abiezer the Anathothite, of the Benjamites; and in his division were twenty-four
thousand. 13 The tenth captain for the tenth month was Maharai the Netophathite, of the
Zerahites; and in his division were twenty-four thousand. 14The eleventh captain for the
eleventh month was Benaiah the Pirathonite, of the sons of Ephraim; and in his division
were twenty-four thousand. 15 The twelfth captain for the twelfth month was Heldai the
Netophathite, of Othniel; and in his division were twenty-four thousand. 16And over the
tribes of Israel: the ruler of the Reubeniteswas Eliezer, the son of Zichri; of the Simeonites,
Shephatiah, the son ofMaacah; 17Of Levi, Hashabiah, the son of Kemuel; of Aaron, Zadok;
18Of Judah, Elihu, one of the brothers of David; of Issachar, Omri, the son of Michael; 19Of
Zebulun, Ishmaiah, the son of Obadiah; of Naphtali, Jerimoth, the son of Azriel; 20Of the
children of Ephraim, Hoshea, the son of Azaziah; of the half-tribe of Manasseh, Joel, the
son of Pedaiah; 21Of the half-tribe of Manasseh in Gilead, Iddo, the son of Zechariah; of
Benjamin, Jaasiel, the son of Abner; 22Of Dan, Azarel, the son of Jeroham. These were the
captains of the tribes of Israel. 23 But David did not take the number of those who were
under twenty years old, for the Lord had said that he would make Israel like the stars
of heaven in number. 24 The numbering was started by Joab, the son of Zeruiah, but he
did not go on to the end; and because of it, wrath came on Israel and the number was not
recorded in the history of King David. 25And Azmaveth, the son of Adiel, was controller of
the king's property; Jonathan, the son of Uzziah, had control of all store-houses in country
places and in the towns and little towns and strong places; 26 Ezri, the son of Chelub, had
authority over the field-workers and farmers; 27Shimei the Ramathitewas responsible for
thevine-gardens; Zabdi theShiphmitewas responsible for theproduceof thevine-gardens
and for all the stores of wine; 28 Baal-hanan the Gederite was responsible for the olive-
trees and the sycamore-trees in the lowlands; and Joash for the stores of oil; 29And Shitrai
the Sharonite was responsible for the herds in the grass-lands of Sharon, and Shaphat,
the son of Adlai, for those in the valleys; 30Obil the Ishmaelite had control of the camels
and Jehdeiah the Meronothite of the she-asses; 31 The flocks were in the care of Jaziz the
Hagarite. All thesewere the controllers of KingDavid's property. 32Now Jonathan, David's
father's brother, expert in discussion, and aman of good sense, was a scribe; and Jehiel the
sonofHachmoni, had the care of theking's sons; 33AndAhithophelwas theking's expert in
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discussion andHushai the Architewas the king's friend. 34After Ahithophelwas Jehoiada,
the son of Benaiah, and Abiathar; and the captain of the king's armywas Joab.

28
1And David got together at Jerusalem all the rulers of Israel, the chiefs of the tribes and

the captains of the divisionswaiting on the king in turn, and the captains of thousands and
the captains of hundreds and the controllers of all the goods and property of the king and
his sons, with the unsexed servants and the greatmen ofwar. 2ThenDavid the king got up
and said, Give ear to me, my brothers and my people; it was my desire to put up a house,
a resting-place for the ark of the Lord's agreement, and for the foot-rest of our God; and
I had got material ready for the building of it. 3 But God said to me, You are not to be the
builderof ahouse formyname, becauseyouareamanofwarandhave taken life; 4Though
the Lord, the God of Israel, took me out of all my father's family, to be king over Israel for
ever, marking out Judah to be chief, and, of the people of Judah, my father's family; and
among the sons ofmy father hewas pleased tomakemeking over all Israel; 5And of allmy
sons (for the Lord has givenme a great number of sons) he hasmade selection of Solomon
to take his place on the seat of the kingdom of the Lord over Israel. 6 And he said to me,
Solomon your sonwill be the builder of my house and the open spaces round it; for I have
taken him to be my son, and I will be his father. 7 I will keep his kingdom in its place for
ever, if he is strong at all times to do my orders and keepmy rules, as at this day. 8 So now,
before the eyes of all Israel, the people of the Lord, and in the hearing of our God, keep
and be true to the orders of the Lord your God; so that you may have this good land for
yourselves and give it for aheritage to your children after you for ever. 9Andyou, Solomon
my son, get knowledge of the God of your father, and be his servant with a true heart and
with a strong desire, for the Lord is the searcher of all hearts, and has knowledge of all the
designs of men's thoughts; if you make search for him, he will be near you; but if you are
turned away from him, he will give you up for ever. 10Now then, take note; for the Lord
has made selection of you to be the builder of a house for the holy place. Be strong and do
it. 11ThenDavid gave to his son Solomon thedesign of the doorwayof thehouse ofGodand
of its houses and its store-houses, and the higher rooms and the inner rooms and the place
for the mercy-seat; 12And the design of all he had in his heart for the outer squares of the
house of the Lord, and for the rooms all round it, and for the store-houses of the house of
the Lord, and for the store-houses for the holy things; 13And for the divisions of the priests
and Levites, and for all the work in connection with the worship of the house of the Lord,
and all the vessels used in the house of the Lord; 14Of gold, by weight, for the vessels of
gold, for all the vessels of different uses; and silver for all the vessels of silver by weight,
for vessels of different uses; 15And gold byweight for the light-supports and the vessels for
the lights, the weight of gold needed for every support and every vessel for lights; and for
the silver light-supports, theweight of silverneeded for every support and for thedifferent
vessels as every onewas to be used; 16And gold byweight for the tables for the holy bread
for every table, and silver for the silver tables; 17 Clear gold for the meat-hooks and the
basins and the cups; for the gold basins, gold enough byweight for every basin; and silver
byweight for every silver basin; 18And the best gold for the altar of perfumes; and gold for
thedesignof thecarriage, for thewingedoneswhosewingswereoutstretchedcovering the
ark of the Lord's agreement. 19All this, said David, the design for all these things, has been
made dear to me in writing by the hand of the Lord. 20And David said to his son Solomon,
Be strong and of a good heart and do your work; have no fear and do not be troubled, for
the Lord God, my God, is with you; he will not give you up, and his face will not be turned
away fromyou, till all thework necessary for the house of the Lord is complete. 21And see,
there are the divisions of the priests and Levites for all the work of the house of God; and
every trained and expertworkmanwill be ready to do for youwhatever is needed; and the
captains and the people will be under your orders in everything.

29
1And David the king said to all the people, Solomonmy son, the only one who has been

marked out by God, is still young and untested, and the work is great, for this great house
is not for man, but for the Lord God. 2Now as far as I am able, I have made ready what is
needed for the house ofmyGod; the gold for the things of gold, and the silver for the silver
things, and thebrass for thebrass things, iron for the thingsof iron, andwood for the things
of wood; beryls and jewels to be framed, and stones of different colours for ornament;
all sorts of stones of great price, and polished building-stone, as much as is needed and
more. 3 And because this house of God is dear to me, I give my private store of gold and
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silver to the house of my God, in addition to all I have got ready for the holy house; 4Even
three thousand talents of gold of Ophir and seven thousand talents of the best silver, for
plating thewalls of thehouse: 5Gold for the gold things, and silver for the silver things, and
for every sort of work to be done by the expert workmen. Who then will come forward,
offering himself this day for the Lord's work? 6 Then the heads of families and the chiefs
of the tribes of Israel, and the captains of thousands and of hundreds, with the controllers
of the king's business, freely gave themselves; 7And they gave for the use of the house of
the Lord, five thousand talents and ten thousand darics of gold, and ten thousand talents
of silver, and eighteen thousand talents of brass, and a hundred thousand talents of iron.
8And those who had stones of great price gave them to the store of the house of the Lord,
under the careof Jehiel theGershonite. 9Then thepeoplewere gladbecause their offerings
were freely given, for with a true heart they freely gave what they had to the Lord; and
David the king was full of joy. 10 So David gave praise to the Lord before all the people;
and David said, Praise be to you, O Lord the God of Israel, our father for ever and ever.
11 Yours, O Lord, is the strength and the power and the glory, and the authority and the
honour: for everything in heaven and on earth is yours; yours is the kingdom, O Lord,
and you are lifted up as head over all. 12Wealth and honour come from you, and you are
ruler over all, and in your hand is power and strength; it is in your power to make great,
and to give strength to all. 13 So now, our God, we give you praise, honouring the glory of
your name. 14 But who am I and what is my people, that we have power to give so freely
in this way? for all things come from you, andwhat we have given you is yours. 15For we,
as all our fathers were, are like men from a strange country before you, who have got a
place for a time in the land; our days on the earth are like a shade, and there is no hope of
going on. 16O Lord our God, all this store, which we havemade ready for the building of a
house for your holy name, comes from your hand and is yours. 17And I am conscious, my
God, that you are the searcher of hearts, taking pleasure in righteousness. As for me, with
an upright heart I have freely given all these things; and I have seen with joy your people
who are here tomake their offerings freely to you. 18OLord, the God of Abraham, of Isaac,
and of Israel, our fathers, keep this for ever in the deepest thoughts of your people, and let
their hearts be fixed and true to you; 19And give to Solomon my son a true heart, to keep
your orders, your rules, and your laws, and to do all these things, and to put up this great
house for which I have made ready. 20And David said to all the people, Now give praise
to the Lord your God. And all the people gave praise to the Lord, the God of their fathers,
with bent heads worshipping the Lord and the king. 21 And they made offerings to the
Lord, and gave burned offerings to the Lord, on the day after, a thousand oxen, a thousand
sheep, and a thousand lambs, with their drink offerings, and a great wealth of offerings
for all Israel. 22And with great joy they made a feast before the Lord that day. And they
made Solomon, the son of David, king a second time, putting the holy oil on him to make
him holy to the Lord as ruler, and on Zadok as priest. 23 So Solomon was put on the seat
of the Lord as king in place of his father David, and everything went well for him; and all
Israel was under his authority. 24And all the chiefs and the men of war and all the sons of
King David put themselves under the authority of Solomon the king. 25And the Lordmade
Solomongreat in the eyes of all Israel, clothinghimwith glory andhonour such as no other
king in Israel had had before him. 26Now David, the son of Jesse, was king over all Israel.
27For forty years hewas ruling as king over Israel, seven years in Hebron and thirty-three
years in Jerusalem. 28And he came to his end after a long life, full of days and greatwealth
and honour; and Solomon his son became king in his place. 29Now all the acts of David,
first and last, are recorded in the words of Samuel the seer, and the words of Nathan the
prophet, and thewords of Gad the seer; 30Togetherwith all his rule and his power, and the
events which took place in his time, in Israel and in all the kingdoms of other lands.



2 Chronicles 1:1 308 2 Chronicles 2:13

The Second Book of Chronicles
1And Solomon, the son of David, made himself strong in his kingdom, and the Lord his

God was with him, andmade him very great. 2And Solomon sent word to all Israel, to the
captains of thousands and of hundreds and to the judges and to every chief in all Israel,
heads of their families. 3 Then Solomon, and all the men of Israel with him, went to the
high place at Gibeon, because the Tent of meeting of God, which Moses, the servant of the
Lord, hadmade in thewaste land,was there. 4But the ark ofGodhadbeenmovedbyDavid
from Kiriath-jearim to the place which he had made ready for it, for he had put up a tent
for it at Jerusalem. 5And the altar of brasswhich Bezalel, the son of Uri, the son ofHur, had
made, was there before the Tent of the Lord; and Solomon and all the people went to give
worship there. 6And Solomon went up there to the brass altar before the Lord at the Tent
ofmeeting, offering on it a thousandburnedofferings. 7 In that nightGod came to Solomon
in a vision, and said to him, Say what I am to give you. 8And Solomon said to God, Great
was yourmercy toDavidmy father, and youhavemademeking in his place. 9Now, OLord
God, let yourword toDavidmy father come true; for youhavemademeking over a people
like the dust of the earth in number. 10Giveme nowwisdom and knowledge, so that I may
go out and come in before this people: forwho is able to be the judge of this great people of
yours? 11And God said to Solomon, Because this was in your heart, and you did not make
request for money, property, or honour, or for the destruction of your haters, or for long
life; but you have made request for wisdom and knowledge for yourself, so that you may
be the judge ofmypeople overwhom Ihavemade youking: 12Wisdomandknowledge are
given to you; and I will give youwealth and honour, such as no king has had before you or
ever will have after you. 13 So Solomon went back from the high place at Gibeon, from
before the Tent of meeting, to Jerusalem; and he was king over Israel. 14And Solomon got
together war-carriages and horsemen; he had one thousand, four hundred carriages and
twelve thousand horsemen, which he kept, some in the carriage-towns and somewith the
king at Jerusalem. 15And the kingmade silver and gold as common as stones in Jerusalem,
and cedar like the sycamore-trees of the lowland innumber. 16AndSolomon's horses came
out of Egypt; the king's traders got them fromKue at a price. 17Awar-carriagemight be got
from Egypt for six hundred shekels of silver, and a horse for a hundred and fifty: they got
them at the same rate for all the kings of the Hittites and the kings of Aram.

2
1Now it was Solomon's purpose to put up a house for the name of the Lord and a house

for himself as king. 2 And Solomon had seventy thousand men numbered for transport,
and eighty thousand for cutting stone in the mountains, and three thousand, six hundred
as overseers. 3And Solomon sent to Huram, king of Tyre, saying, As you did for my father
David, sending him cedar-trees for the building of his house, 4 See! I am building a house
for the name of the Lordmy God, to bemade holy to him, where perfumes of sweet spices
will be burned before him, and the holy bread will be placed at all times, and burned
offerings will be offered morning and evening, on the Sabbaths and at the new moons,
and on the regular feasts of the Lord our God. This is a law for ever to Israel. 5 And the
housewhich I ambuilding is to be great, for ourGod is greater than all gods. 6Butwhomay
have strength enough to make a house for him, seeing that the heaven and the heaven of
heavens are not wide enough to be his resting-place? who am I then to make a house for
him? But I am building it only for the burning of perfume before him. 7 So now send me
an expert worker in gold and silver and brass and iron? in purple and red and blue, and
in the cutting of all sorts of ornament, to be with the expert workmen who are here in
Judah and in Jerusalem, whom my father David got together. 8And send me cedar-trees,
cypress-trees and sandal-wood from Lebanon, for, to my knowledge, your servants are
expertwood-cutters inLebanon; andmyservantswill bewithyours, 9Toget trees forme in
great numbers, for the housewhich I am building is to be great and awonder. 10And Iwill
give as food to your servants, the wood-cutters, twenty thousand measures of grain, and
twenty thousand measures of barley and twenty thousand measures of wine and twenty
thousandmeasures of oil. 11ThenHuram, kingof Tyre, sent Solomonananswer inwriting,
saying, Because of his love for his people the Lord has made you king over them. 12And
Huram said, Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, maker of heaven and earth, who has
given to David the king a wise son, full of wisdom and good sense, to be the builder of a
house for the Lord andahouse for himself as king. 13Andnow I amsending you awise and
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expert man, Huram who is as my father, 14 The son of a woman of the daughters of Dan,
whose fatherwas aman of Tyre, an expertworker in gold and silver and brass and iron, in
stone and wood, in purple and blue and fair linen and red, trained in the cutting of every
sort of ornament and the invention of every sort of design; let him be given a place among
your expert workmen and those of my lord, your father David. 15 So now let my lord send
to his servants the grain and the oil and the wine as my lord has said; 16And we will have
wood cut from Lebanon, as much as you have need of, and will send it to you on flat boats
by sea to Joppa, and from there youmay take it up to Jerusalem. 17Then Solomon took the
numberof all themen fromstrange landswhowere living in Israel, as his fatherDavidhad
done; therewere a hundred andfifty-three thousand, six hundred. 18Seventy thousandhe
put to the work of transport, eighty thousand to cutting stone in themountains, and three
thousand, six hundred as overseers to put the people to work.

3
1 Then Solomon made a start at building the house of the Lord on Mount Moriah in

Jerusalem, where the Lord had been seen by his father David, in the place which David
had made ready in the grain-floor of Ornan the Jebusite. 2 The building was started in
the second month in the fourth year of his rule. 3And Solomon put the base of the house
of God in position; by the older measure it was sixty cubits long and twenty cubits wide.
4And the covered way in front of the house was twenty cubits long, as wide as the house,
and a hundred and twenty cubits high, all plated inside with the best gold. 5 And the
greater house was roofed with cypress-wood, plated with the best gold and ornamented
with designs of palm-trees and chains. 6And the house wasmade beautiful with stones of
great value, and the gold was gold of Parvaim. 7 All the house was plated with gold, the
supports, the steps, the walls and the doors; and the walls were ornamented with designs
of winged ones. 8And he made the most holy place; it was twenty cubits long, and twenty
cubits wide, like the greater house, andwas plated all overwith the best gold; six hundred
talents were used for it. 9And fifty shekels weight of gold was used for the nails. He had
all the higher rooms platedwith gold. 10And in themost holy place hemade images of two
winged beings, covering them with gold. 11 Their outstretched wings were twenty cubits
across; onewing, five cubits long, touching thewall of the house, and the other, of the same
size, meeting the wing of the other winged one. 12And in the same way, the wings of the
other, five cubits long, were stretched out, one touching thewall and the othermeeting the
wing of the first winged one. 13 Their outstretched wings were twenty cubits across; they
were placed upright on their feet, facing the inner part of the house. 14And he made the
veil of blue and purple and red, of the best linen, workedwithwinged ones. 15And in front
of the house he made two pillars, thirty-five cubits high, with crowns on the tops of them,
five cubits high. 16 And he made chains, like neck ornaments, and put them on the tops
of the pillars, and a hundred apples on the chains. 17He put up the pillars in front of the
Temple, one on the right side and one on the left, naming the one on the right Jachin and
that on the left Boaz.

4
1Then hemade a brass altar, twenty cubits long, twenty cubits wide and ten cubits high.

2And hemade the great water-vessel ofmetal, round in form,measuring ten cubits across
from edge to edge; it was five cubits high and thirty cubits round. 3 And under it was a
design of flowers all round it, ten to a cubit, circling the water-vessel in two lines; they
were made from liquid metal at the same time as the water-vessel. 4 It was supported on
twelve oxen, three facing to the north, three to the west, three to the south, and three to
the east, the water-vessel resting on top of them; their back parts were all turned to the
middle of it. 5 It was as thick as a man's open hand, and the edge of it was curved like
the edge of a cup, like a lily flower; it would take three thousand baths. 6And hemade ten
washing-vessels, putting five on the right side andfive on the left; such things aswere used
inmaking the burned offering were washed in them; but the great water-vessel was to be
used by the priests for washing themselves. 7And he made the ten gold supports for the
lights, as directions had been given for them, and he put them in the Temple, five on the
right side and five on the left. 8He made ten tables, and put them in the Temple, five on
the right side and five on the left. And he made a hundred gold basins. 9 Then he made
the open space for the priests, and the great open space and its doors, plating the doors
with brass. 10He put the greatwater-vessel on the right side of the house to the east, facing
south. 11AndHurammadeall thepots and the spades and thebasins. Sohe came to the end
of all thework he did for King Solomon in the house of God: 12The two pillars, and the two
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crowns on the tops of the pillars, and the network covering the two cups of the crowns on
the tops of the pillars; 13And the four hundred apples for the network, two lines of apples
for the network covering the two cups of the crowns on the pillars. 14 And he made the
ten bases and the ten washing-vessels which were on the bases; 15The great water-vessel
with the twelve oxen under it. 16All the pots and the spades and themeat-hooks and their
vessels, which Huram, who was as his father, made for King Solomon for the house of
the Lord, were of polished brass. 17 The king made them of liquid metal in the lowland
of Jordan, in the soft earth between Succoth and Zeredah. 18 So Solomon made all these
vessels, a very great store of them, and the weight of the brass used was not measured.
19And Solomonmade all the vessels used in the house of God, the gold altar and the tables
on which the holy bread was placed, 20And the supports for the lights with their lights, to
be burning in the regular way in front of the inmost room, of the best gold; 21The flowers
and the vessels for the lights and the instruments used for them, were all of gold; it was
the best gold. 22 The scissors and the basins and the spoons and the fire-trays, of the best
gold; and the inner doors of the house, opening into the most holy place, and the doors of
the Temple, were all of gold.

5
1 So all the work which Solomon did for the house of the Lord was complete. And

Solomon took the holy thingswhichDavid his father had given, the silver and the gold and
all the vessels, and put them in the store-houses of the house of God. 2Then Solomon sent
for all the responsiblemen of Israel, all the chiefs of the tribes and the heads of families of
the children of Israel, to come to Jerusalemand take the ark of the Lord's agreement up out
of the town of David, which is Zion. 3And all the men of Israel came together to the king
at the feast in the seventhmonth. 4All the responsiblemen of Israel came, and the Levites
took up the ark. 5 They took up the ark and the Tent of meeting and all the holy vessels
which were in the Tent; all these the priests, the Levites, took up. 6And King Solomon and
all the men of Israel who had come together there with him, were before the ark, making
offerings of sheep and oxenmore thanmight be numbered. 7And the priests took the ark
of the Lord's agreement and put it in its place, in the inner room of the house, in the most
holy place, under the wings of the winged ones. 8 For their wings were outstretched over
theplacewhere thearkwas, covering thearkand its rods. 9Therodswere so long that their
ends were seen from the holy place before the inmost room; but they were not seen from
outside; and there they are to this day. 10Nothing was in the ark but the two flat stones
which Moses put there at Horeb, where the Lord made an agreement with the children
of Israel when they came out of Egypt. 11Now when the priests had come out of the holy
place, (for all the priestswhowere present hadmade themselves holy, not keeping to their
divisions; 12And the Levites who made the music, all of them, Asaph, Heman, Jeduthun,
and their sons and brothers, robed in fair linen, were in their places with their brass and
corded instruments at the east side of the altar, and with them a hundred and twenty
priests blowing horns;) 13 And when the players on horns, and those who made melody
in song, with one voice were sounding the praise and glory of the Lord; with loud voices
andwithwind instruments, and brass and corded instruments ofmusic, praising the Lord
and saying, He is good; his mercy is unchanging for ever: then the house was full of the
cloud of the glory of the Lord, 14So that the priests were not able to keep their places to do
their work because of the cloud; for the house of God was full of the glory of the Lord.

6
1Then Solomon said, O Lord, to the sun you have given the heaven for a living-place, but

your living-place was not seen by men, 2 So I have made for you a living-place, a house in
which youmay be for ever present. 3Then, turning his face about, the king gave a blessing
to all the men of Israel; and they were all on their feet together. 4 And he said, Praise be
to the Lord, the God of Israel, who himself gave his word to my father David, and with his
strong hand has made his word come true, saying, 5 From the day when I took my people
out of the land of Egypt, no town in all the tribes of Israel has been marked out by me for
the building of a house for the resting-place of my name; and I took no man to be a ruler
over my people Israel; 6But now I have made selection of Jerusalem, that my namemight
be there, and of David, to be over my people Israel. 7Now it was in the heart of my father
David to put up a house for the name of the Lord, the God of Israel. 8But the Lord said to
Davidmy father, Youdidwell tohave inyourheart thedesire tomakeahouse formyname:
9But you yourself will not be the builder of the house; but your son, the offspring of your
body, he it is whowill put up a house formy name. 10And the Lord has kept his word; for I
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have takenmy fatherDavid's place on the seat of thekingdomof Israel, as theLordgavehis
word; and I have made the house for the name of the Lord the God of Israel. 11And there
I have put the ark, in which is the agreement of the Lord, which he made with the people
of Israel. 12 Then he took his place in front of the altar of the Lord, all the men of Israel
being present, 13 (For Solomon had made a brass stage, five cubits long, five cubits wide
and three cubits high, and had put it in the middle of the open space; on this he took his
place andwent downonhis knees before all themeeting of Israel, stretching out his hands
to heaven.) 14 And he said, O Lord, the God of Israel, there is no God like you in heaven
or on earth; keeping faith andmercy unchanging for your servants, while they go in your
ways with all their hearts; 15 For you have kept the word which you gave to your servant
David, my father; with yourmouth you said it andwith your hand you havemade it come
true this day. 16 So now, O Lord, the God of Israel, let your word to your servant David,
my father, come true, when you said, You will never be without a man to take his place
beforeme on the seat of the kingdom of Israel; if only your children give attention to their
ways, walking inmy law, as you have done beforeme. 17So now, O Lord, the God of Israel,
make yourword come truewhich you said to your servant David. 18But is it truly possible
that God may be housed with men on earth? see, heaven and the heaven of heavens are
not wide enough to be your resting-place: how much less this house which I have made:
19 Still, let your heart be turned to the prayer of your servant and to his prayer for grace,
O Lord my God, and give ear to the cry and the prayer which your servant makes before
you; 20That your eyes may be open to this house day and night, to this place of which you
have said that youwouldput yourname there; to give ear to theprayerwhichyour servant
maymake, turning to this place. 21And give ear to the prayers of your servant and of your
people Israel, when they make their prayers, turning to this place; give ear from heaven
your living-place; and hearing have mercy. 22 If a man does wrong to his neighbour and
has to take an oath, and comes before your altar to take his oath in this house: 23Then let
your ear be open in heaven, and be the judge of your servants, giving punishment to the
wrongdoer, so that his sinmay come on his head; and, by your decision, keeping from evil
him who has done no wrong. 24 And if your people Israel are overcome in war, because
of their sin against you; if they are turned to you again, honouring your name, making
prayers and requesting your grace in this house: 25Then give ear from heaven, and let the
sin of your people Israel have forgiveness, and take themback again to the landwhich you
gave to themand to their fathers. 26Whenheaven is shutupand there isno rain, becauseof
their sin against you: if theymake prayers with their faces turned to this place, honouring
your name and turning away from their sin when you send trouble on them: 27Then give
ear fromheaven, so that the sin of your servants and the sin of yourpeople Israelmayhave
forgiveness, when youmake clear to them the goodway in which they are to go; and send
rain on your land which you have given to your people for their heritage. 28 If there is no
food in the land, if there is disease, if the fruits of the earth are damaged by heat or water,
locust orworm; if their towns are shut in by their attackers: whatever trouble orwhatever
disease there may be: 29Whatever prayer or request for your grace is made by any man,
or by all your people Israel, whatever his trouble may be, whose hands are stretched out
to this house: 30Then give ear fromheaven your living-place, answeringwith forgiveness,
and give to every man, whose secret heart is open to you, the reward of all his ways; (for
you, andyouonly, haveknowledgeof thehearts of the childrenofmen;) 31So that theymay
give you worship, walking in your ways, as long as they are living in the land which you
gave to our fathers. 32And as for the man from a strange land, who is not of your people
Israel but comes from a far country because of the glory of your name and your strong
hand and your outstretched arm;whenhe comes tomakehis prayer, turning to this house:
33 Then give ear from heaven your living-place, and give him his desire, whatever it may
be; so that all the peoples of the earthmayhaveknowledge of yourname,worshipping you
as do your people Israel, andmay see that this housewhich I havemade is truly named by
your name. 34 If your people go out to war against their attackers, by whatever way you
may send them, if they make their prayers to you turning their faces to this town of yours
and to this housewhich I have put up for your name: 35Then give ear fromheaven to their
prayer and their cry for grace, and see right done to them. 36 If they dowrong against you,
(for noman iswithout sin,) and you are angrywith them, and give themup into the power
of thosewho are fighting against them, so that they take them away prisoners to a land far
off or near; 37And if they take thought, in the landwhere they are prisoners, turning again
to you, crying out in prayer to you in that land, and saying, We are sinners, we have done
wrong, we have done evil; 38 If with all their heart and soul they are turned again to you, in
the land where they are prisoners, the land where they have been taken, and make their
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prayers, turning their eyes to their land which you gave to their fathers, and to the town
which you took for yourself, and the housewhich I havemade for your name: 39Then give
ear fromheaven your living-place to their prayer and their cry, and see right done to them,
answering with forgiveness your people who have done wrong against you. 40Now, Omy
God, may your eyes be open and your ears awake to the prayers made in this place. 41Up!
now, O Lord God, come back to your resting-place, you and the ark of your strength: let
your priests, O Lord God, be clothed with salvation, and let your saints be glad in what is
good. 42O Lord God, let him whom you have taken for yourself never be given up by you:
keep inmind yourmercies to David your servant.

7
1Now when Solomon's prayers were ended, fire came down from heaven, burning up

all the offerings; and the house was full of the glory of the Lord. 2 And the priests were
not able to go into the house of the Lord, for the Lord's house was full of the glory of the
Lord. 3And all the children of Israel were looking on when the fire came down, and the
glory of the Lord was on the house; and they went down on their knees, with their faces
to the earth, worshipping and praising the Lord, and saying, He is good; for his mercy is
unchanging for ever. 4 Then the king and all the people made offerings before the Lord.
5King Solomonmade an offering of twenty-two thousand oxen, and ahundred and twenty
thousand sheep. So the king and all the people kept the feast of the opening of the house
of God. 6 And the priests were in their places, and the Levites with their instruments of
music for the Lord's song, which David the king hadmade for the praise of the Lordwhose
mercy is unchanging for ever, when David gave praise by their hand; and the priests were
sounding horns before them; and all Israel were on their feet. 7 Then Solomon made
holy the middle of the open square in front of the house of the Lord, offering the burned
offerings there, and the fat of the peace-offerings; for therewasnot roomon thebrass altar
which Solomon had made for all the burned offerings and the meal offerings and the fat.
8So Solomon kept the feast at that time for seven days, and all Israel with him, a very great
meeting, for thepeoplehadcome together fromtheway intoHamathand fromas faras the
river of Egypt. 9And on the eighth day they had a holy meeting; the offerings for making
the altar holy went on for seven days, and the feast for seven days. 10And on the twenty-
third day of the seventh month, he sent the people away to their tents, full of joy and glad
in their hearts, because of all the good which the Lord had done to David and to Solomon
and to Israel his people. 11 So Solomon came to the end of building the house of the Lord
and the king's house; and everything which it was in his mind to make in the house of the
Lord and for himself had been well done. 12Now the Lord came to Solomon in a vision
by night, and said to him, I have given ear to your prayer, and have taken this place for
myself as a house where offerings are to be made. 13 If, at my word, heaven is shut up, so
that there is no rain, or if I send locusts on the land for its destruction, or if I senddisease on
mypeople; 14 Ifmypeople, onwhommyname isnamed,make themselves lowandcome to
me in prayer, searching for me and turning from their evil ways; then I will give ear from
heaven, overlooking their sin, andwill give life again to their land. 15Nowmy eyes will be
open and my ears awake to the prayers made in this place. 16 For I have taken this house
for myself and made it holy, so that my name may be there for ever; and my eyes and my
heart will be there at all times. 17And as for you, if you will go on your way before me as
David your father did, doing whatever I have given you orders to do and keepingmy laws
andmy decisions: 18Then I will make strong the seat of your kingdom, as I gave my word
to David your father, saying, You will never be without a man to be ruler in Israel. 19 But
if you are turned away from me, and do not keep my orders and my laws which I have
put before you, but go and make yourselves servants to other gods, giving them worship:
20Then I will have this people uprooted out of my land which I have given them; and this
house, which I have made holy for my name, I will put away from before my eyes, and
make it an example and aword of shame among all peoples. 21And this housewill become
amass of brokenwalls, and everyonewho goes bywill be overcomewithwonder, andwill
say, Why has the Lord done so to this land and to this house? 22And their answer will be,
Because they were turned away from the Lord, the God of their fathers, who took them
out of the land of Egypt, and took for themselves other gods and gave them worship and
became their servants: that is why he has sent all this evil on them.

8
1Nowat the endof twentyyears, inwhich timeSolomonhadputup thehouseof theLord

and a house for himself, 2He took in hand the building up of the towns which Huram had
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given him, causing the children of Israel tomake living-places for themselves there. 3And
Solomonwent toHamath-zobah and overcame it. 4And he put up the buildings of Tadmor
in thewaste land, and of all the store-towns inHamath; 5Andof Beth-horon the higher and
the lower, walled towns with walls and doorways and locks; 6And of Baalath, and all the
store-towns which Solomon had, and the towns where he kept his war-carriages and his
horsemen, andeverythingwhich itwashispleasure toputup in Jerusalemand inLebanon
and in all the land under his rule. 7As for all the rest of the Hittites and the Amorites and
the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites, who were not of Israel: 8 Their men who
were still living in the land, and whom the children of Israel had not put an end to, these
Solomon put to forced work, as is done to this day; 9 But Solomon did not make use of
the children of Israel as servants for his work; they were men of war, his chiefs and his
captains, and captains of his war-carriages and his horsemen. 10Now thesewere the chief
men in authority whom King Solomon had: two hundred and fifty of them, in authority
over the people. 11 Then Solomon made Pharaoh's daughter come up from the town of
David to the housewhich he hadmade for her; for he said, I will not havemywife living in
the house of David, king of Israel, because those placeswhere the ark of the Lord has come
areholy. 12ThenSolomonmadeburnedofferings to theLordon the altar of theLordwhich
he had put up in front of the coveredway, 13Offering every daywhat had been ordered by
Moses, on the Sabbaths and at the newmoon and at the regular feasts three times a year,
that is at the feast of unleavened bread, the feast of weeks, and the feast of tents. 14And he
gave the divisions of the priests their places for their work, as ordered by his father David,
and to the Levites he gave their work of praise and waiting on the priests, to do what was
needed day by day; and he gave the door-keepers their places in turn at every door; for so
David, the man of God, had given orders. 15All the orders given by the king to the priests
and Levites, in connectionwith any business or stores, were donewith care. 16And all the
work of Solomon was complete, from the day when he put the base of the Lord's house in
position, till Solomon had come to the end of building the Lord's house. 17 Then Solomon
went to Ezion-geber and to Eloth by the sea in the land of Edom. 18And Huram sent him,
by his servants, ships and experienced seamen, whowentwith the servants of Solomon to
Ophir and came back with four hundred and fifty talents of gold, which they took to King
Solomon.

9
1Now the queen of Sheba, hearing great things of Solomon, came to Jerusalem to put his

wisdom to the test with hard questions; and with her came a very great train, and camels
weighted down with spices, and great stores of gold and jewels: and when she came to
Solomonshehad talkwithhimof everything inhermind. 2AndSolomongaveheranswers
to all her questions; there was no secret which he did not make clear to her. 3And when
the queen of Sheba had seen the wisdom of Solomon, and the house which he had made,
4And the foodat his table, andall his servants seated there, and thosewhowerewaiting on
him in their places, and their robes, andhiswine-servants and their robes, and the burned
offerings which he made in the house of the Lord, there was no more spirit in her. 5And
she said to the king, The account which was given to me in my country of your acts and
your wisdom was true. 6 But I had no faith in what was said about you, till I came and
saw formyself; and truly, wordwas not givenme of half your greatwisdom; you aremuch
greater than they said. 7Happy are yourwives andhappy these your servantswhose place
is ever before you, hearing your words of wisdom. 8Praise be to the Lord your Godwhose
pleasure it was to put you on the seat of his kingdom to be king for the Lord your God:
because, in his love for Israel, it was the purpose of your God tomake them strong for ever,
he made you king over them, to be their judge in righteousness. 9And she gave the king a
hundred and twenty talents of gold, and a great store of spices and jewels: never had such
spices been seen as the queen of Sheba gave to Solomon. 10And the servants of Huramand
the servants of Solomon, in addition to gold fromOphir, came back with sandal-wood and
jewels. 11Andwith the sandal-wood the kingmade steps for the house of the Lord and for
the king's house, and instruments of music for the makers of melody; never before had
such been seen in the land of Judah. 12And King Solomon gave the queen of Sheba all her
desire, whatever she made request for, in addition to what she had taken to the king. So
she went back to her country with her servants. 13 Now the weight of gold which came
to Solomon in one year was six hundred and sixty-six talents; 14And in addition to what
he got from traders of different sorts, all the kings of Arabia and the rulers of the country
gave gold and silver to Solomon. 15And King Solomon made two hundred body-covers of
hammered gold, every one having six hundred shekels of gold in it. 16And he made three
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hundred smaller body-covers of hammered gold, using three hundred shekels of gold for
every cover, and the king put them in the house of theWoods of Lebanon. 17Then the king
madeagreat ivory seat, platedwith thebest gold. 18Therewere six stepsup to it, anda foot-
rest of gold fixed to it, and arms on the two sides of the seat, with two lions at the side of the
arms. 19And twelve lions were placed on one side and on the other side on the six steps:
there was nothing like it in any kingdom. 20All King Solomon's drinking-vessels were of
gold, and all the vessels of the house of theWoods of Lebanonwere of the best gold: no one
gave a thought to silver in the days of Solomon. 21 For the king had Tarshish-ships sailing
with the servantsofHuram: onceevery threeyears theTarshish-ships camebackwithgold
and silver, ivory andmonkeys and peacocks. 22AndKing Solomonwas greater than all the
kings of the earth in wealth and in wisdom. 23And all the kings of the earth came to see
Solomon and to give ear to his wisdom, which God had put into his heart. 24And everyone
took with him an offering, vessels of silver and vessels of gold, and robes, and coats of
metal, and spices, and horses and beasts for transport, regularly year by year. 25 Solomon
had four thousand buildings for his horses and his war-carriages, and twelve thousand
horsemenwhomhekept, some in the carriage-towns and somewith the king in Jerusalem.
26And hewas ruler over all the kings from the River to the land of the Philistines, as far as
the limit of Egypt. 27 The king made silver as common as stones in Jerusalem and cedars
like the sycamore-trees of the lowlands in number. 28 They got horses for Solomon from
Egypt and from every land. 29Now the rest of the acts of Solomon, first and last, are they
not recorded in the history of Nathan the prophet, and in the words of Ahijah the prophet
of Shiloh, and in the visions of Iddo the seer about Jeroboam, the son of Nebat? 30Solomon
was king over Israel in Jerusalem for forty years. 31 And Solomon went to rest with his
fathers, and was put into the earth in the town of David his father; and Rehoboam his son
became king in his place.

10
1AndRehoboamwent to Shechem,where all Israel had come together tomakehimking.

2Andwhen Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, had news of it, (for he was in Egypt where he had
gone in flight from King Solomon,) he came back from Egypt. 3And they sent for him; and
Jeroboam and all Israel came to Rehoboam and said, 4 Your father put a hard yoke on us:
if you will make the conditions under which your father kept us down less cruel, and the
weight of the yoke he put on us less hard, then we will be your servants. 5And he said to
them, Come tome again after three days. So the peoplewent away. 6ThenKing Rehoboam
took the opinion of the oldmenwhohadbeenwith Solomonhis fatherwhenhewas living,
and said, In your opinion,what answer am I to give to this people? 7And they said tohim, If
youare kind to this people, pleasing themand saying goodwords to them, then theywill be
your servants for ever. 8But he gave no attention to the opinion of the oldmen, butwent to
theyoungmenofhis generationwhowerewaitingbeforehim. 9Andhe said to them,What
is your opinion? What answer arewe to give to this peoplewho have said tome,Make less
theweight of the yokewhichyour father put onus? 10And the youngmenof his generation
said tohim, This is the answer to give to thepeoplewho came to you saying, Your father put
a hard yoke on us, but will youmake it less; say to them, My little finger is thicker thanmy
father's body; 11 If my father put a hard yoke on you, I will make it harder: my father gave
you punishment with whips, but I will give you blows with snakes. 12 So Jeroboam and all
the people came to Rehoboam on the third day, as the king had given orders, saying, Come
tomeagain on the third day. 13And the king gave thema rough answer. SoKingRehoboam
gavenoattention to the suggestionof theoldmen, 14But gave themtheanswerput forward
by the young men, saying, My father made your yoke hard, but I will make it harder; my
father gave youpunishmentwithwhips, but Iwill give itwith snakes. 15So the king did not
give ear to the people; for this came about by the purpose of God, so that the Lord might
give effect to his word which he had said by Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam, the son of
Nebat. 16Andwhen all Israel saw that the kingwould give no attention to them, the people
in answer said to the king, What part have we in David? what is our heritage in the son of
Jesse? every man to your tents, O Israel; now see to your house, David. So all Israel went
to their tents. 17But Rehoboamwas still king over those of the children of Israel whowere
living in the towns of Judah. 18Then Rehoboam sent Adoniram, the overseer of the forced
work; and he was stoned to death by all Israel. And King Rehoboamwent quickly and got
into his carriage to go in flight to Jerusalem. 19 So Israel was turned away from the family
of David to this day.
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11
1And Rehoboam came to Jerusalem, and got together themen of Judah and Benjamin, a

hundred and eighty thousand of his best fighting-men, to make war against Israel and get
the kingdomback for Rehoboam. 2But theword of the Lord came to Shemaiah, theman of
God, saying, 3Say toRehoboam, the son of Solomon, king of Judah, and to all Israel in Judah
andBenjamin, 4TheLordhas said, You are not to go towar against your brothers: let every
man go back to his house, for this thing is my purpose. So they gave ear to the words of
the Lord and were turned back from fighting against Jeroboam. 5Now Rehoboam kept in
Jerusalem, building walled towns in Judah. 6He was the builder of Beth-lehem and Etam
and Tekoa 7And Beth-zur and Soco and Adullam 8And Gath andMareshah and Ziph 9And
Adoraim and Lachish and Azekah 10And Zorah and Aijalon and Hebron, walled towns in
Judah andBenjamin. 11Andhemade thewalled towns strong, andhe put captains in them
and stores of food, oil, and wine. 12 And in every town he put stores of body-covers and
spears, andmade them very strong. And Judah and Benjamin were his. 13And the priests
and Levites who were in all Israel came together to him from every part of their country.
14 For the Levites gave up their living-places and their property, and came to Judah and
Jerusalem; for Jeroboam and his sons had sent them away, not letting them be priests to
the Lord; 15Andhe himselfmade priests for the high places, and for the images of he-goats
and oxen which he had made. 16 And after them, from all the tribes of Israel, all those
whose heartswere fixed and true to the Lord, the God of Israel, came to Jerusalem tomake
offerings to the Lord, the God of their fathers. 17 So they went on increasing the power of
the kingdom of Judah, and made Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, strong for three years;
and for three years theywent in theways of David and Solomon. 18AndRehoboam took as
his wifeMahalath, the daughter of Jerimoth, the son of David and of Abihail, the daughter
of Eliab, the son of Jesse; 19And she had sons by him, Jeush, Shemariah, and Zaham. 20And
after her he tookMaacah, the daughter of Absalom; and she had Abijah and Attai and Ziza
and Shelomith by him. 21Maacah, the daughter of Absalom,was dearer to Rehoboam than
all his wives and his servant-wives: (for he had eighteen wives and sixty servant-wives,
and was the father of twenty-eight sons and sixty daughters.) 22Rehoboammade Abijah,
the son ofMaacah, chief and ruler among his brothers, for it was his purpose tomake him
king. 23And in his wisdom he had his sons stationed in every walled town through all the
lands of Judah and Benjamin; and he gave them a great store of food, and took wives for
them.

12
1 Now when Rehoboam's position as king had been made certain, and he was strong,

he gave up the law of the Lord, and all Israel with him. 2 Now in the fifth year of King
Rehoboam, Shishak, king of Egypt, came up against Jerusalem, because of their sin against
the Lord, 3 With twelve hundred war-carriages and sixty thousand horsemen: and the
people who came with him out of Egypt were more than might be numbered: Lubim and
Sukkiim and Ethiopians. 4 And he took the walled towns of Judah, and came as far as
Jerusalem. 5Now Shemaiah the prophet came to Rehoboam and the chiefs of Judah, who
had come together in Jerusalem because of Shishak, and said to them, The Lord has said,
Because you have given me up, I have given you up into the hands of Shishak. 6 Then the
chiefs of Israel and the king made themselves low and said, The Lord is upright. 7 And
the Lord, seeing that they had made themselves low, said to Shemaiah, They have made
themselves low: I will not send destruction on them, but in a short time I will give them
salvation, and will not let loose my wrath on Jerusalem by the hand of Shishak. 8But still
theywill becomehis servants, so that theymay see howdifferentmy yoke is from the yoke
of the kingdoms of the lands. 9 So Shishak, king of Egypt, came up against Jerusalem and
took away all the stored wealth of the house of the Lord and the king's house: he took
everything away, andwith the rest the gold body-coverswhich Solomon hadmade. 10And
in their place King Rehoboam had other body-covers made of brass and gave them into
the care of the captains of the armed men who were stationed at the door of the king's
house. 11Andwhenever thekingwent into thehouseof theLord, thearmedmenwentwith
him taking the body-covers, and then took them back to their room. 12Andwhen hemade
himself low, the wrath of the Lord was turned back from him, and complete destruction
did not come on him, for there was still some good in Judah. 13 So King Rehoboam made
himself strong in Jerusalemandwasruling there. Rehoboamwas forty-oneyearsoldwhen
he became king, and he was ruling for seventeen years in Jerusalem, the town which the
Lord had made his out of all the tribes of Israel, to put his name there; and his mother's
namewasNaamah, anAmmonitewoman. 14Andhedidevil becausehisheartwasnot true
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to the Lord. 15Now the acts of Rehoboam, first and last, are they not recorded in thewords
of Shemaiah the prophet and Iddo the seer? And therewerewars between Rehoboamand
Jeroboam all their days. 16And Rehoboam went to rest with his fathers, and was put into
the earth in the town of David; and Abijah his son became king in his place.

13
1 In the eighteenth year of King Jeroboam, Abijah became king over Judah. 2 He was

king in Jerusalem for three years; hismother's namewasMaacah, the daughter of Uriel of
Gibeah. And there was war between Abijah and Jeroboam. 3And Abijah went out to the
fight with an army of men of war, four hundred thousand of his best men; and Jeroboam
put his forces in line against him, eight hundred thousand of his best men of war. 4 And
Abijah took up his position on Mount Zemaraim, in the hill-country of Ephraim, and said,
Give ear to me, O Jeroboam and all Israel: 5 Is it not clear to you that the Lord, the God of
Israel, gave the rule over Israel to David and to his sons for ever, by an agreement made
with salt? 6But Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, the servant of Solomon, the son of David, took
up arms against his lord. 7And certain foolish and good-for-nothingmenwere joinedwith
him, and made themselves strong against Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, when he was
young and untested and not able to keep them back. 8And now it is your purpose to put
yourselves against theauthoritywhich theLordhasput into thehandsof the sonsofDavid,
and you are a very great number, and you have with you the gold oxen which Jeroboam
made to be your gods. 9 And after driving out the priests of the Lord, the sons of Aaron
and the Levites, have you not made priests for yourselves as the people of other lands do?
so that anyone who comes to make himself priest by offering an ox or seven sheep, may
be a priest of those who are no gods. 10But as for us, the Lord is our God, and we have not
been turned away fromhim;wehave priestswhodo thework of the Lord, even the sons of
Aaron and the Levites in their places; 11Bywhomburned offerings and perfumes are sent
up in smoke before the Lord every morning and every evening; and they put out the holy
bread on its table and the gold support for the lights with its lights burning every evening;
for we keep the orders given to us by the Lord our God, but you have gone away from
him. 12And nowGod iswith us at our head, and his priests with their loud horns sounding
against you. Ochildrenof Israel, donotmakewaron theLord, theGodofyour fathers, for it
will not gowell for you. 13But Jeroboamhad put some of hismen tomake a surprise attack
on them from the back, so some were facing Judah and others were stationed secretly at
theirback. 14And Judah, turning their faces, saw that theywerebeingattacked in front and
at the back; and they gave a cry for help to the Lord, while the priests were sounding their
horns. 15And themenof Judahgave a loud cry; andat their cry, Godput fear into Jeroboam
and all Israel before Abijah and Judah. 16And the children of Israel went in flight before
Judah, and God gave them up into their hands. 17And Abijah and his people put them to
death with great destruction: five hundred thousand of the best of Israel were put to the
sword. 18Soat that time the childrenof Israelwereovercome, and the childrenof Judahgot
the better of them, because they put their faith in the Lord, the God of their fathers. 19And
Abijah went after Jeroboam and took some of his towns, Beth-el with its small towns and
Jeshanah with its small towns and Ephron with its small towns. 20And Jeroboam did not
get back his power again in the life-time of Abijah; and the Lord sent death on him. 21But
Abijah became great, and had fourteen wives, and became the father of twenty-two sons
and sixteen daughters. 22And the rest of the acts of Abijah, and his ways and his sayings,
are recorded in the account of the prophet Iddo.

14
1 So Abijah went to rest with his fathers, and they put him into the earth in the town of

David, andAsahis sonbecameking inhis place; inhis time the landwasquiet for tenyears.
2And Asa did what was good and right in the eyes of the Lord his God; 3 For he took away
the altars of strange gods and the high places, and had the upright stones broken and the
wood pillars cut down; 4 And he made Judah go after the Lord, the God of their fathers,
and keep his laws and his orders. 5And he took away the high places and the sun-images
from all the towns of Judah; and the kingdomwas quiet under his rule. 6Hemade walled
towns in Judah, for the landwas quiet and there were nowars in those years, because the
Lord had given him rest. 7He said to Judah, Let usmake these towns, buildingwalls round
them with towers and doors and locks. The land is still ours, because we have been true
to the Lord our God; we have been true to him and he has given us rest on every side. So
theywent on building and all wentwell for them. 8AndAsa had an army of three hundred
thousandmen of Judah armedwith body-covers and spears, and two hundred and eighty
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thousandof Benjamin armedwith body-covers andbows; all theseweremenofwar. 9And
Zerah theEthiopian,withanarmyof amillion, and threehundredwar-carriages, cameout
against them to Mareshah. 10And Asa went out against him, and they put their forces in
position in the valley north of Mareshah. 11And Asa made prayer to the Lord his God and
said, Lord, you only are able to give help against the strong to him who has no strength;
come to our help, O Lord our God, for our hope is in you, and in your namewe have come
out against this great army. O Lord, you are our God; let not man's power be greater than
yours. 12So the Lord sent fear on the Ethiopians before Asa and Judah; and the Ethiopians
went in flight. 13 And Asa and the people who were with him went after them as far as
Gerar; and so great was the destruction among the Ethiopians that they were not able to
get their army together again, for they were broken before the Lord and before his army;
and they took away a great amount of their goods. 14 And they overcame all the towns
roundGerar, because the Lord sent fear on them; and they took away their goods from the
towns, for there were stores of wealth in them. 15And they made an attack on the tents of
the owners of the cattle, and took away great numbers of sheep and camels andwent back
to Jerusalem.

15
1And the spirit of God came on Azariah, the son of Oded; 2And he came face to facewith

Asa and said to him, Give ear to me, Asa and all Judah and Benjamin: the Lord is with you
while you arewith him; if your heart's desire is for him, hewill be near you, but if you give
him up, he will give you up. 3Now for a long time Israel has been without the true God,
and without a teaching priest and without the law; 4But when in their trouble they were
turned to the Lord, the God of Israel, searching after him, he let their search be rewarded.
5 In those times therewasnopeace for himwhowent out or for himwho came in, but great
trouble was on all the people of the lands. 6 And they were broken by divisions, nation
against nation and town against town, because God sent all sorts of trouble on them. 7But
be you strong and let not your hands be feeble, for yourworkwill be rewarded. 8AndAsa,
hearing these words of Azariah, the son of Oded the prophet, took heart and put away all
the disgusting things out of all the land of Judah andBenjamin, and out of the townswhich
he had taken from the hill-country of Ephraim; and he made new again the altar of the
Lord in front of the covered way of the Lord's house. 9And he got together all Judah and
Benjaminand those of EphraimandManasseh andSimeonwhowere livingwith them; for
numbers of them came to him out of Israel when they saw that the Lord his God was with
him. 10 So they came together at Jerusalem in the third month, in the fifteenth year of the
rule of Asa. 11And that day theymade offerings to the Lord of the things they had taken in
war, seven hundred oxen and seven thousand sheep. 12And they made an agreement to
be true to the Lord, the God of their fathers, with all their heart and all their soul; 13And
that anyone, small or great,manorwoman,whowasnot true to the Lord, theGodof Israel,
would be put to death. 14And they made an oath to the Lord, with a loud voice, sounding
wind-instruments and horns. 15And all Judah was glad because of the oath, for they had
taken it with all their heart, turning to the Lordwith all their desire; and hewaswith them
and gave them rest on every side. 16And Asa would not let Maacah, his mother, be queen,
because she had made a disgusting image for Asherah; and Asa had her image cut down
and broken up and burned by the stream Kidron. 17 But the high places were not taken
away out of Israel; but still the heart of Asa was true to the Lord all his life. 18He took into
the house of God all the thingswhich his father hadmade holy and thosewhich he himself
hadmadeholy, silverandgoldandvessels. 19And therewasnomorewar till the thirty-fifth
year of the rule of Asa.

16
1 In the thirty-sixth year of the rule of Asa, Baasha, king of Israel, went up against Judah,

buildingRamah so that noonewas able to goout or in toAsa, king of Judah. 2ThenAsa took
silver and gold out of the stores of the Lord's house and of the king's store-house, and sent
to Ben-hadad, king of Aram, at Damascus, saying, 3Let there be an agreement betweenme
and you as there was between my father and your father: see, I have sent you silver and
gold; go and put an end to your agreement with Baasha, king of Israel, so that hemay give
up attackingme. 4And Ben-hadad did as King Asa said, and sent the captains of his armies
against the towns of Israel, attacking Ijon andDan and Abel-maim, and all the store-towns
of Naphtali. 5 Then Baasha, hearing of it, put a stop to the building of Ramah, and let his
work come to an end. 6 Then King Asa, with all Judah, took away the stones and wood
with which Baasha was building Ramah, and he made use of them for building Geba and
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Mizpah. 7At that timeHanani the seer came toAsa, king of Judah, and said to him, Because
you have put your faith in the king of Aram and not in the Lord your God, the army of the
king of Aram has got away out of your hands. 8Were not the Ethiopians and the Lubim a
very great army, with war-carriages and horsemen more than might be numbered? but
because your faith was in the Lord, he gave them up into your hands. 9 For the eyes of
the Lord go this way and that, through all the earth, letting it be seen that he is the strong
supportof thosewhosehearts are true tohim. In this youhavedone foolishly, for fromnow
you will have wars. 10 Then Asa was angry with the seer, and put him in prison, burning
with wrath against him because of this thing. And at the same time Asa was cruel to some
of the people. 11Now the acts of Asa, first and last, are recorded in the book of the kings of
Judah and Israel. 12 In the thirty-ninth year of his rule, Asa had a very bad disease of the
feet; but he did not go to the Lord for help in his disease, but tomedicalmen. 13SoAsawent
to restwith his fathers, and death came to him in the forty-first year of his rule. 14And they
put him into the resting-placewhichhehadmade for himself in the townofDavid, in a bed
full of sweet perfumes of all sorts of spices, made by the perfumer's art, and they made a
great burning for him.

17
1 And Jehoshaphat his son became king in his place, and made himself strong against

Israel. 2He put forces in all the walled towns of Judah, and responsible chiefs in the land
of Judah and in the towns of Ephraim, which Asa his father had taken. 3 And the Lord
was with Jehoshaphat, because he went in the early ways of his father, not turning to the
Baals, 4 But turning to the God of his father and keeping his laws, and not doing as Israel
did. 5 So the Lord made his kingdom strong; and all Judah gave offerings to Jehoshaphat,
and he had great wealth and honour. 6His heart was lifted up in the ways of the Lord;
and he went so far as to take away the high places and the wood pillars out of Judah. 7 In
the third year of his rule he sent Benhail and Obadiah and Zechariah and Nethanel and
Micaiah, his captains, as teachers into the towns of Judah; 8 And with them, Shemaiah
andNethaniah and Zebadiah andAsahel and Shemiramoth and Jehonathan andAdonijah
and Tobijah and Tob-adonijah, the Levites; and Elishama and Jehoram the priests. 9And
they gave teaching in Judah and had the book of the law of the Lord with them; they went
through all the towns of Judah teaching the people. 10And the fear of the Lord was on all
the kingdoms of the lands round Judah, so that they made no wars against Jehoshaphat.
11And some of the Philistines took offerings to Jehoshaphat, and made him payments of
silver; and theArabians gavehimflocks, seven thousand, sevenhundred sheep, and seven
thousand, seven hundred he-goats. 12 Jehoshaphat became greater and greater, andmade
strong towers and store-towns in Judah. 13He had much property in the towns of Judah;
he had forces of armedmen, great and strong, in Jerusalem. 14This is the number of them,
listed by their families, the captains of thousands of Judah: Adnah, the captain, and with
him three hundred thousand men of war; 15 Second to him Jehohanan, the captain, and
with him two hundred and eighty thousand; 16After him Amasiah, the son of Zichri, who
freely gave himself to the Lord, and with him two hundred thousand men of war; 17And
the captains of Benjamin: Eliada, a greatman ofwar, andwith him two hundred thousand
armed with bows and body-covers; 18And after him Jehozabad, and with him a hundred
and eighty thousand trained forwar. 19Thesewere themenwhowerewaiting on the king,
in addition to those placed by the king in the walled towns through all Judah.

18
1 Now Jehoshaphat had great wealth and honour, and his son was married to Ahab's

daughter. 2And after some years he went down to Samaria to see Ahab. And Ahabmade a
feast for him and the people whowere with him, putting to death great numbers of sheep
and oxen; and he got Jehoshaphat to go with him to Ramoth-gilead. 3 For Ahab, king of
Israel, said to Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, Will you go with me to Ramoth-gilead? And he
said, I am as you are, andmy people as your people; wewill be with you in the war. 4Then
Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, Let us now get directions from the Lord. 5 So the
king of Israel got together all the prophets, four hundred men, and said to them, Am I to
go to Ramoth-gilead to make war or not? And they said, Go up: for God will give it into
the hands of the king. 6 But Jehoshaphat said, Is there no other prophet of the Lord here
from whom we may get directions? 7And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, There is
still one man by whom we may get directions from the Lord, but I have no love for him,
because he has never been a prophet of good tome, but only of evil: he is Micaiah, the son
of Imla. And Jehoshaphat said, Let not the king say so. 8Then the king of Israel sent for one
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of his unsexed servants and said, Go quickly and come backwithMicaiah, the son of Imla.
9Now the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat, the king of Judah, were seated on their seats of
authority, dressed in their robes, by the doorway into Samaria; and all the prophets were
acting as prophets before them. 10AndZedekiah, the son of Chenaanah,madehimself iron
horns and said, TheLord says, Pushingback theAramaeanswith these, youwill put an end
to them completely. 11And all the prophets said the same thing, saying, Go up to Ramoth-
gilead, and it will gowell for you, for the Lordwill give it into the hands of the king. 12Now
the servant who had gone to get Micaiah said to him, See now, all the prophets with one
voice are saying good things to the king; so let your words be like theirs, and say good
things. 13 And Micaiah said, By the living Lord, whatever the Lord says to me I will say.
14When he came to the king, the king said to him, Micaiah, are we to go to Ramoth-gilead
to make war or not? And he said, Go up, and it will go well for you; and they will be given
up into your hands. 15And the king said to him, Have I not, again and again, put you on
your oath to say nothing to me but what is true in the name of the Lord? 16Then he said, I
saw all Israel wandering on themountains like sheepwithout a keeper; and the Lord said,
These have no master: let them go back, every man to his house in peace. 17And the king
of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, Did I not say that he would not be a prophet of good to me,
but of evil? 18 Then he said, Give ear now to the word of the Lord: I saw the Lord seated
on his seat of power, and all the army of heaven in their places, at his right hand and at his
left. 19And theLord said, HowmayAhab, king of Israel, be tricked into goingup toRamoth-
gilead to his death? And one said one thing and one another. 20Then a spirit came forward
and took his place before the Lord and said, I will get him to do it by a trick. And the Lord
said to him,How? 21Andhe said, Iwill go out andbe a spirit of deceit in themouth of all his
prophets. And the Lord said, Your trickwill have its effect on him: go out and do so. 22And
now, see, the Lord has put a spirit of deceit in the mouth of these prophets of yours; and
the Lord has said evil against you. 23Then Zedekiah, the son of Chenaanah, came near and
gave Micaiah a blow on the side of his face, saying, Where is the spirit of the Lord whose
word is in you? 24And Micaiah said, Truly, you will see on that day when you go into an
inner room to keep yourself safe. 25And the king of Israel said, TakeMicaiah and send him
back to Amon, the ruler of the town, and to Joash, the king's son; 26And say, By the king's
order thisman is to be put in prison, and given prison food till I come back in peace. 27And
Micaiah said, If you come back at all in peace, the Lord has not sent his word by me. 28 So
the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat, the king of Judah, went up to Ramoth-gilead. 29And the
king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, Iwillmake a change inmy clothing, so that I donot seem
to be the king, andwill go into the fight; but do you put on your robes. So the king of Israel
made a change in his dress, and they went to the fight. 30Now the king of Aram had given
orders to the captains of his war-carriages, saying, Make no attack on small or great, but
only on the king of Israel. 31 So when the captains of the war-carriages saw Jehoshaphat,
they said, It is the king of Israel. And turning about, they came roundhim, but Jehoshaphat
gave a cry, and the Lord came to his help, and God sent them away fromhim. 32Nowwhen
the captains of the war-carriages saw that he was not the king of Israel, they went back
from going after him. 33And a certainman sent an arrow fromhis bowwithout thought of
its direction, and gave the king of Israel a wound where his breastplate was joined to his
clothing; so he said to the driver of his war-carriage, Go to one side and take me away out
of the army, for I am badly wounded. 34But the fight became more violent while the day
went on; and the king of Israel was supported in his war-carriage facing the Aramaeans
till the evening; and by sundown he was dead.

19
1And Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, went back to his house in Jerusalem in peace. 2And

Jehu, the sonofHanani the seer,went toKing Jehoshaphat andsaid tohim, Is it right foryou
togo to thehelpof evil-doers, loving thehaters of theLord? becauseof this, thewrathof the
Lordhas comeonyou. 3But still there is somegood in you, for youhaveput away thewood
pillars out of the land, and have given your heart to theworship of God. 4And Jehoshaphat
was living in Jerusalem; and he went out again among the people, from Beer-sheba to the
hill-country of Ephraim, guiding them back to the Lord, the God of their fathers. 5And he
put judges through all the land, in every walled town of Judah, 6 And said to the judges,
Take carewhat you do, for you are judging not forman but for the Lord, and he iswith you
in thedecisionsyougive. 7Sonow let the fearof theLordbe inyou; doyourworkwith care;
for in the Lord our God there is no evil, or respect for high position, or taking of payment
to dowrong. 8Then in Jerusalemhe gave authority to certain of the Levites and the priests
and the heads of families of Israel to give decisions for the Lord, and in the causes of those



2 Chronicles 19:9 320 2 Chronicles 20:25

living in Jerusalem. 9And he gave them their orders, saying, You are to do your work in
the fear of the Lord, in good faith and with a true heart. 10And if any cause comes before
you from your brothers living in their towns, where the death punishment is in question,
or where there are questions of law or order, or rules or decisions, make them take care
that they are not in the wrong before the Lord, so that wrathmay not come on you and on
your brothers; do this and you yourselves will not be in the wrong. 11And now, Amariah,
the chief priest, is over you in all questions to do with the Lord; and Zebadiah the son of
Ishmael, the head of the family of Judah, in everything to do with the king's business; and
the Levites will be overseers for you. Be strong to do the work; and may the Lord be with
the upright.

20
1Now after this, the children of Moab and the children of Ammon, and with them some

of the Meunim, made war against Jehoshaphat. 2And they came to Jehoshaphat with the
news, saying, A great army ismoving against you fromEdomacross the sea; and now they
are in Hazazon-tamar (which is En-gedi). 3Then Jehoshaphat, in his fear, went to the Lord
for directions, and gave orders all through Judah for the people to go without food. 4And
Judah came together tomakeprayer forhelp from theLord; fromevery townof Judah they
came to giveworship to the Lord. 5And Jehoshaphat took his place in themeeting of Judah
and Jerusalem, in the house of the Lord in front of the new open space, 6And said, O Lord,
the God of our fathers, are you not God in heaven? are you not ruler over all the kingdoms
of the nations? and in your hands are power and strength so that no one is able to keep his
place against you. 7Did you not, O Lord our God, after driving out the people of this land
before your people Israel, give it to the seed of Abraham, your friend, for ever? 8And they
made it their living-place, building there a holy house for your name, and saying, 9 If evil
comes on us, the sword, or punishment, or disease, or need of food, we will come to this
house and to you, (for your name is in this house,) crying to you in our trouble, and you
will give us salvation in answer to our cry. 10 And now, see, the children of Ammon and
Moab and the people ofMount Seir, whom you kept Israel from attackingwhen they came
out of Egypt, so that turning to one side they did not send destruction on them: 11See now,
how as our reward they have come to send us out of your landwhich you have given us as
our heritage. 12O our God, will you not be their judge? for our strength is not equal to this
great army which is coming against us; and we are at a loss what to do: but our eyes are
on you. 13And all Judah were waiting before the Lord, with their little ones, their wives,
and their children. 14Then, before all the meeting, the spirit of the Lord came on Jahaziel,
the son of Zechariah, son of Benaiah, son of Jeiel, son ofMattaniah, a Levite and one of the
family of Asaph; 15And he said, Give ear, O Judah, and you people of Jerusalem, and you,
King Jehoshaphat: the Lord says to you, Have no fear and do not be troubled on account
of this great army; for the fight is not yours but God's. 16Go down against them tomorrow:
see, they are coming up by the slope of Ziz; at the end of the valley, before the waste land
of Jeruel, you will come face to face with them. 17There will be no need for you to take up
arms in this fight; put yourselves in position, and keepwhere you are, and youwill see the
salvationof theLordwithyou,O Judahand Jerusalem: haveno fearanddonotbe troubled:
go out against them tomorrow, for the Lord is with you. 18 Then Jehoshaphat went down
with his face to the earth, and all Judah and the people of Jerusalem gave worship to the
Lord, falling down before him. 19And the Levites, the children of the Kohathites and the
Korahites, got to their feet and gave praise to the Lord, the God of Israel, with a loud voice.
20And early in themorning they got up andwent out to thewaste land of Tekoa: andwhen
theywere going out, Jehoshaphat tookhis station and said to them, Give ear tome, O Judah
and you people of Jerusalem: have faith in the Lord your God and you will be safe; have
faith in his prophets and all will gowell for you. 21And after discussionwith the people, he
put in their places thosewhowere tomakemelody to the Lord, praising him in holy robes,
while theywent at the headof the army, and saying,May theLordbepraised, for hismercy
is unchanging for ever. 22And at the first notes of song and praise the Lord sent a surprise
attack against the children of Ammon and Moab and the people of Mount Seir, who had
come against Judah; and they were overcome. 23And the children of Ammon and Moab
made an attack on the people ofMount Seir with a view to their complete destruction; and
when they had put an end to the people of Seir, everyman's hand was turned against his
neighbour for his destruction. 24And Judah came to thewatchtower of thewaste land, and
looking in the direction of the army, they saw only dead bodies stretched on the earth; no
living man was to be seen. 25 And when Jehoshaphat and his people came to take their
goods from them, they saw beasts in great numbers, and wealth and clothing and things
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of value, more than they were able to take away; all this they took for themselves, and
theywere three days getting it away, therewas somuch. 26On the fourth day they all came
together in the Valley of Blessing, and there they gave blessing to the Lord; forwhich cause
that place has been named the Valley of Blessing to this day. 27 Then all the men of Judah
and Jerusalemwent back, with Jehoshaphat at their head, coming back to Jerusalemwith
joy; for the Lord hadmade them glad over their haters. 28 So they came to Jerusalemwith
corded instruments and wind-instruments into the house of the Lord. 29And the fear of
God came on all the kingdoms of the lands, when they had news of how the Lord made
war on thosewho came against Israel. 30So the kingdom of Jehoshaphat was quiet, for the
Lord gave him rest on every side. 31And Jehoshaphat was king over Judah: he was thirty-
five years oldwhen he became king, and hewas ruling for twenty-five years in Jerusalem:
hismother's namewas Azubah, the daughter of Shilhi. 32Hewent in theways of his father
Asa, not turning away, but doing right in the eyes of the Lord. 33The high places, however,
were not taken away, and the hearts of the people were still not true to the God of their
fathers. 34Now as for the rest of the acts of Jehoshaphat, first and last, they are recorded
in the words of Jehu, the son of Hanani, which were put in the book of the kings of Israel.
35After this Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, became friends with Ahaziah, king of Israel, who
didmuch evil: 36Together theymade ships to go to Tarshish, building them in Ezion-geber.
37 Then the word of Eliezer the prophet, the son of Dodavahu of Mareshah, came against
Jehoshaphat, saying, Because you have let yourself be joined with Ahaziah, the Lord has
sent destruction on your works. And the ships were broken and were not able to go to
Tarshish.

21
1And Jehoshaphatwent to restwithhis fathers, andhisbodywasput into theearth in the

town of David. And Jehoram his son became king in his place. 2And he had brothers, sons
of Jehoshaphat, Azariah, Jehiel, Zechariah, Azariah, Michael, and Shephatiah; all these
were sons of Jehoshaphat, king of Israel. 3 And their father gave them much silver and
gold and things of great value, as well as walled towns in Judah; but the kingdom he gave
to Jehoram, because he was the oldest. 4Nowwhen Jehoram had taken his place over his
father's kingdom, and hadmade his position safe, he put all his brothers to death with the
sword, aswell as some of the princes of Israel. 5 Jehoramwas thirty-two years oldwhen he
became king; and he was ruling in Jerusalem for eight years. 6He went in the ways of the
kings of Israel, anddidas the family ofAhabdid, for thedaughter ofAhabwashiswife; and
hedid evil in the eyes of the Lord. 7But itwas not the Lord's purpose to senddestruction on
the family of David, because of the agreement he had made with David, when he said he
would give to him and to his sons a light for ever. 8 In his time Edommade themselves free
from the rule of Judah, and took a king for themselves. 9Then Jehoramwent over with his
captainsandall hiswar-carriages ... madeanattackbynighton theEdomites,whose forces
were all round him ... on the captains of the war-carriages. 10 So Edommade themselves
free from the rule of Judah, to this day: and at the same time Libnahmade itself free from
his rule; because he was turned away from the Lord, the God of his fathers. 11And more
than this, hemadehigh places in themountains of Judah, teaching the people of Jerusalem
to go after false gods, and guiding Judah away from the true way. 12And a letter came to
him fromElijah the prophet, saying, The Lord, the God of your father David, says, Because
you have not kept to theways of your father Jehoshaphat or theways of Asa, king of Judah,
13 But have gone in the way of the kings of Israel, and have made Judah and the people
of Jerusalem go after false gods, as the family of Ahab did: and because you have put to
death your father's sons, your brothers, who were better than yourself: 14Now, truly, the
Lord will send a great destruction on your people and your children and your wives and
everything which is yours: 15And you yourself will undergo the cruel pains of a disease
in your stomach, so that day by day your inside will be falling out because of the disease.
16Then the Philistines and the Arabians, who are by Ethiopia, were moved by the Lord to
make war on Jehoram; 17And they came up against Judah, forcing a way into it, and took
away all the goods in the king's house, as well as his sons and his wives; so that he had no
son but only Jehoahaz, the youngest. 18And after all this the Lord sent on him a disease of
the stomach from which it was impossible for him to be made well. 19And time went on,
and after two years, his inside falling out because of the disease, he came to his death in
cruel pain. And his peoplemade no burning for him like the burningmade for his fathers.
20He was thirty-two years old when he became king, and he was ruling in Jerusalem for
eight years: and at his death he was not regretted; they put his body into the earth in the
town of David, but not in the resting-place of the kings.
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22
1And the people of Jerusalemmade Ahaziah, his youngest son, king in his place, for the

band of men who came with the Arabians to the army had put all the older sons to death.
SoAhaziah, the sonof Jehoram, becameking. 2Ahaziahwas twenty-twoyears oldwhenhe
becameking, andhewasruling in Jerusalemforoneyear. Hismother'snamewasAthaliah,
the daughter of Omri. 3He went in the ways of the family of Ahab, for his mother was his
teacher in evil-doing. 4And he did evil in the eyes of the Lord, as the family of Ahab did;
for after the death of his father they were his guides to his destruction. 5Acting on their
suggestion, hewentwith Jehoram, son of Ahab, king of Israel, tomakewar onHazael, king
of Aram, at Ramoth-gilead: and Joramwas wounded by the bowmen. 6And he went back
to Jezreel to get well from the wounds which they had given him at Ramah when he was
fighting against Hazael, king of Aram. And Ahaziah, the son of Jehoram, king of Judah,
went down to Jezreel to see Jehoram, the son of Ahab, because he was ill. 7Now by the
purpose of God, Ahaziah's journey to see Jehoramwas the cause of his downfall: for when
he came there, he went out with Jehoram against Jehu, the son of Nimshi, who had been
marked out by the Lord for the destruction of the family of Ahab. 8Now when Jehu was
effecting the punishment of the family of Ahab, he came to the princes of Judah and the
sons of Ahaziah's brothers, the servants of Ahaziah, and put them to death. 9And he went
in search of Ahaziah; and when they came where he was, (for he was in a secret place in
Samaria,) they took him to Jehu and put him to death; then they put his body to rest in the
earth, for they said, He is the son of Jehoshaphat, whose heart was true to the Lord. So the
family of Ahaziah had no power to keep the kingdom. 10Nowwhen Athaliah, the mother
of Ahaziah, saw that her son was dead, she had all the rest of the seed of the kingdom of
Judah put to death. 11But Jehoshabeath, the daughter of the king, secretly took Joash, the
son of Ahaziah, away from among the king's sons whowere put to death, and put him and
the woman who took care of him in a bedroom. So Jehoshabeath, the daughter of King
Jehoram, thewife of Jehoiada thepriest and sister ofAhaziah, kept him safe fromAthaliah,
so that she did not put him to death. 12And she kept him safe with her in the house of God
for six years, while Athaliah was ruling the land.

23
1 In the seventh year, Jehoiada made himself strong, and made an agreement with the

captainsofhundreds, Azariah, the sonof Jeroham, Ishmael, the sonof Jehohanan,Azariah,
the son of Obed, Maaseiah, the son of Adaiah, and Elishaphat, the son of Zichri. 2And they
went through Judah, getting together theLevites and theheadsof families in Israel fromall
the towns of Judah, and they came to Jerusalem. 3And all the people made an agreement
with the king in the house of God. And he said to them, Truly, the king's sonwill be king, as
the Lord has said about the sons of David. 4This is what you are to do: let a third of you, of
the priests and Levites, who come in on the Sabbath, keep the doors; 5And a third are to be
stationed at the king's house; and a third at the doorway of the horses: while all the people
are waiting in the open spaces round the house of the Lord. 6But let no one come into the
house of the Lord but only the priests and those of the Levites who have work to do there;
theymaygo in for theyareholy; but the rest of thepeople are tokeep theorders of theLord.
7 And the Levites are to make a circle round the king, every man being armed; and any
manwho comes into the house is to be put to death; you are to keepwith the kingwhen he
comes in andwhenhe goes out. 8So the Levites and all Judahdid as Jehoiada the priest had
given themorders: every one tookwith himhismen, thosewhowere to come in and those
who were to go out on the Sabbath; for Jehoiada had not sent away the divisions. 9 Then
Jehoiada thepriest gave to the captains of hundreds the spears andbody-coverswhichhad
been King David's and which were kept in the house of God. 10And he put all the people
in position, every man with his instruments of war in his hand, from the right side of the
house to the left, by the altar and the house and all round the king. 11Then they made the
king's son come out, and they put the crown on his head and gave him the arm-bands and
made him king: and Jehoiada and his sons put the holy oil on him and said, Long life to
the king. 12Now Athaliah, hearing the noise of the people running and praising the king,
came to the people in the house of the Lord: 13And looking, she saw the king in his place by
the pillar at the doorway, and the captains and the horns by his side; and all the people of
the land were giving signs of joy and sounding the horns; and the makers of melody were
playing on instruments ofmusic, taking the chief part in the song of praise. ThenAthaliah,
violently parting her robes, said, Broken faith, broken faith! 14 Then Jehoiada the priest
gave orders to the captains of hundreds who had authority over the army, saying, Take
her outside the lines, and let anyone who goes after her be put to death with the sword.
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For the priest said, Let her not be put to death in the house of the Lord. 15So they put their
hands on her, and she went to the king's house by the doorway of the king's horses; and
there she was put to death. 16And Jehoiada made an agreement between the Lord and all
thepeople and theking, that theywouldbe theLord's people. 17Thenall thepeoplewent to
the house of Baal andhad it pulled down, and its altars and images brokenup; andMattan,
the priest of Baal, they put to death before the altars. 18And Jehoiada put thework and the
care of the house of the Lord into the hands of the priests and the Levites, who had been
grouped in divisions byDavid tomake burned offerings to the Lord, as it is recorded in the
law ofMoses, with joy and song as David had said. 19And he put door-keepers at the doors
of the Lord's house, to see that no onewhowas unclean in anywaymight come in. 20Then
he took the captains of hundreds and the chiefs and the rulers of the people and all the
people of the land, and they came downwith the king from the house of the Lord through
the higher doorway into the king's house, andput the king on the seat of the kingdom. 21So
all the people of the land were glad and the town was quiet, for they had put Athaliah to
death with the sword.

24
1 Joash was seven years old when he became king, and he was ruling for forty years in

Jerusalem: his mother's name was Zibiah of Beer-sheba. 2And Joash did what was right
in the eyes of the Lord as long as Jehoiada the priest was living. 3And Jehoiada took two
wives for him, and he became the father of sons and daughters. 4 Now after this Joash
had a desire to put the house of the Lord into good order again; 5And getting together the
priests and Levites, he said to them, Go out into the towns of Judah year by year, and get
from all Israel money to keep the house of your God in good condition; and see that this
is done without loss of time. The Levites, however, were slow in doing so. 6Then the king
sent for Jehoiada, the chief priest, and said to him, Why have you not given the Levites
orders that the tax fixed byMoses, the servant of the Lord, and by themeeting of Israel, for
the Tent of witness, is to be got in from Judah and Jerusalem and handed over? 7 For the
house of the Lord had been broken up by Athaliah, that evil woman, and her sons; and all
its holy things they had given to the Baals. 8 So at the king's order they made a chest and
put it outside the doorway of the house of the Lord. 9And an order was sent out through
all Judah and Jerusalem that payment was to be made to the Lord of the tax which Moses,
the servant of God, had put on Israel in the waste land. 10 And all the chiefs and all the
people came gladly and put their money into the chest, till they had all given. 11 So when
the chestwas taken to the king's servants by the Levites, and they saw that therewasmuch
money in it, the king's scribe and the chief priest's servant took themoney out, and put the
chest back in its place. They did this day by day, and got together a great amount ofmoney.
12 Then the king and Jehoiada gave it to those who were responsible for getting the work
done on the Lord's house, and with it they got wall-builders and woodworkers andmetal-
workers to put the house of the Lord in good order again. 13 So the workmen did their
work, making good what was damaged and building up the house of God till it was strong
andbeautiful again. 14Andwhen theworkwas done, they took the rest of themoney to the
king and Jehoiada, and it was used formaking the vessels for the house of the Lord, all the
vessels needed for the offerings, the spoons and the vessels of gold and silver. And as long
as Jehoiadawas living, the regular burned offeringswere offered in the house of the Lord.
15But Jehoiada became old and full of days, and he came to his end; hewas a hundred and
thirty years old at the time of his death. 16And they put him into his last resting-place in
the town of David, among the kings, because he had done good in Israel for God and for his
house. 17Nowafter thedeath of Jehoiada, the chiefs of Judah cameandwent downon their
faces before the king. Then the king gave ear to them. 18And they gave up the house of the
Lord God of their fathers, and became worshippers of pillars of wood and of the images;
and because of this sin of theirs, wrath came on Judah and Jerusalem. 19And the Lord sent
them prophets to make them come back to him; and they gave witness against them, but
they would not give ear. 20 Then the spirit of God came on Zechariah, the son of Jehoiada
the priest, and, getting up before the people, he said to them, God has said, Why do you go
against the orders of the Lord, so that everything goes badly for you? because you have
given up the Lord, he has given you up. 21But when they hadmade a secret design against
him, hewas stonedwith stones, by the king's order, in the outer square of the Lord's house.
22SoKing Joashdidnot keep inmindhowgood Jehoiadahis fatherhadbeen tohim, but put
his son todeath. And in thehourof his deathhe said,May theLord see it and takepayment!
23Now in the spring, the army of the Aramaeans came up against him; they came against
Judah and Jerusalem, putting to death all the great men of the people and sending all the
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goods they took from them to the king of Damascus. 24 For though the army of Aram was
only a small one, the Lord gave a very great army into their hands, because they had given
up theLord, theGodof their fathers. So theyput into effect thepunishment of Joash. 25And
when they had gone away from him, (for he was broken with disease,) his servants made
a secret design against him because of the blood of the son of Jehoiada the priest, and they
put him to death on his bed; and they put his body into the earth in the town of David, but
not in the resting-place of the kings. 26Those who made designs against him were Zabad,
the son of Shimeath, an Ammonite woman, and Jehozabad, the son of Shimrith, aMoabite
woman. 27Now the story of his sons, and all the words said by the prophet against him,
and the building up again of the Lord's house, are recorded in the account in the book of
the kings. And Amaziah his son became king in his place.

25
1 Amaziah was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he was ruling in

Jerusalem for twenty-nine years; hismother's namewas Jehoaddan of Jerusalem. 2He did
what was right in the eyes of the Lord, but his heart was not completely true to the Lord.
3Now when he became strong in the kingdom, he put to death those men who had taken
the life of the king his father. 4 But he did not put their children to death, for he kept the
orders of the Lord recorded in the book of the law of Moses, saying, The fathers are not to
be put to death for their children or the children for their fathers, but aman is to be put to
death for the sinwhichhehimself has done. 5ThenAmaziah got all Judah together andput
them in order by their families, even all Judah andBenjamin, under captains of thousands
and captains of hundreds: and he had those of twenty years old and over numbered, and
they came to three hundred thousand of the best fighting-men, trained for war and in the
use of the spear and the body-cover. 6And for a hundred talents of silver, he got a hundred
thousand fighting-men from Israel. 7 But a man of God came to him, saying, O king, let
not the army of Israel go with you; for the Lord is not with Israel, that is, the children of
Ephraim. 8But go yourself, and be strong inwar; Godwill not let you go downbefore those
who are fighting against you; for God has power to give help or to send you down before
your attackers. 9 Then Amaziah said to the man of God, But what is to be done about the
hundred talents which I have given for the armed band of Israel? And the man of God in
answer said, God is able to give you much more than this. 10 So Amaziah, separating the
armed band which had come to him from Ephraim, sent them back again; which made
them very angry with Judah, and they went back burning with wrath. 11 Then Amaziah
took heart, and went out at the head of his people and came to the Valley of Salt, where he
put to death ten thousand of the children of Seir; 12And ten thousandmore the children of
Israel took living, and made them go up to the top of the rock, pushing them down from
the top of the rock so that their bodies were broken by the fall. 13 But the men of the
band which Amaziah sent back and did not take with him to the fight, made attacks on
the towns of Judah from Samaria to Beth-horon, putting to death three thousand of their
people and takingawayagreat store of their goods. 14NowwhenAmaziah cameback from
the destruction of the Edomites, he took the gods of the children of Seir andmade themhis
gods,worshipping themandburningofferingsbefore them. 15Andso thewrathof theLord
was moved against Amaziah, and he sent a prophet to him, who said, Why have you gone
after the gods of the people who have not given their people salvation from your hands?
16Butwhile hewas talking to him the king said to him, Havewemade you one of the king's
government? say nomore, or it will be the cause of your death. Then the prophet gave up
protesting, and said, It is clear to me that God's purpose is your destruction, because you
have done this and have not given ear tomywords. 17ThenAmaziah, king of Judah, acting
on the suggestion of his servants, sent to Joash, the son of Jehoahaz, the son of Jehu, king of
Israel, saying, Come, let us have a meeting face to face. 18And Joash, king of Israel, sent to
Amaziah, king of Judah, saying, The thorn-tree in Lebanon sent to the cedar in Lebanon,
saying, Giveyourdaughter tomyson forawife: andabeast fromthewoodland inLebanon
went by, crushing the thorn under his feet. 19 You say, See, I have overcome Edom; and
your heart is lifted up with pride: now keep in your country; why do you make causes
of trouble, putting yourself, and Judah with you, in danger of downfall? 20 But Amaziah
gave no attention; and this was the purpose of God, so that hemight give them up into the
hands of Joash, because they had gone after the gods of Edom. 21 And so Joash, king of
Israel, went up; and he and Amaziah, king of Judah, came face to face at Beth-shemesh in
Judah. 22And Judahwas overcome before Israel, and they went in flight, everyman to his
tent. 23And Joash, king of Israel, made Amaziah, king of Judah, the son of Joash, the son
of Jehoahaz, prisoner at Beth-shemesh, and took him to Jerusalem; and he had the wall
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of Jerusalem pulled down from the doorway of Ephraim to the doorway in the angle, four
hundred cubits. 24And he took all the gold and silver and all the vessels whichwere in the
house of the Lord, under the care of Obed-edom, and all the wealth from the king's house,
as well as those whose lives would be the price of broken faith, andwent back to Samaria.
25Amaziah, son of Joash, king of Judah, went on living for fifteen years after the death of
Joash, the son of Jehoahaz, king of Israel. 26Now the rest of the acts of Amaziah, first and
last, are they not recorded in the book of the kings of Judah and Israel? 27Now from the
time when Amaziah gave up worshipping the Lord, theymade secret designs against him
in Jerusalem; and he went in flight to Lachish: but they sent to Lachish after him and put
him to death there. 28And they took his body on horseback and put it into the earth with
his fathers in the town of David.

26
1Thenall thepeople of Judah tookUzziah,whowas sixteenyears old, andmadehimking

in place of his father Amaziah. 2He was the builder of Eloth, which he got back for Judah
after the death of the king. 3Uzziah was sixteen years old when he became king, and he
was ruling in Jerusalem for fifty-two years; his mother's namewas Jechiliah of Jerusalem.
4He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, as his father Amaziah had done. 5He gave
himself to searching after God in the days of Zechariah, whomademenwise in the fear of
God; and as long as he was true to the Lord, God made things go well for him. 6He went
out and made war against the Philistines, pulling down the walls of Gath and Jabneh and
Ashdod, andbuilding towns in the country roundAshdodandamong the Philistines. 7And
God gave himhelp against the Philistines, and against the Arabians living in Gur-baal, and
against theMeunim. 8The Ammonites gave offerings to Uzziah: and news of himwent out
as far as the limit of Egypt; for he became very great in power. 9Uzziah made towers in
Jerusalem, at the doorway in the angle and at the doorway in the valley and at the turn
of the wall, arming them. 10And he put up towers in the waste land and made places for
storing water, for he had much cattle, in the low hills and in the table land; and he had
farmers and vine-keepers in the mountains and in the fertile land, for he was a lover of
farming. 11 In addition, Uzziah had an armyof fighting-menwhowent out towar in bands,
as they had been listed by Jeiel the scribe and Maaseiah the ruler, under the authority of
Hananiah, one of the king's captains. 12The heads of families, the strongmen of war, were
two thousand, sixhundred. 13Andunder their orderswasa trainedarmyof threehundred
and seven thousand, five hundred, of great strength in war, helping the king against any
who came against him. 14 And Uzziah had all these forces armed with body-covers and
spears and head-covers and coats of metal and bows and stones for sending from leather
bands. 15And in Jerusalem he made machines, the invention of expert men, to be placed
on the towers and angles of the walls for sending arrows and great stones. And his name
was honoured far and wide; for he was greatly helped till he was strong. 16 But when he
had become strong, his heart was lifted up in pride, causing his destruction; and he did
evil against the Lord his God; for he went into the Temple of the Lord for the purpose of
burning perfumes on the altar of perfumes. 17And Azariah the priest went in after him,
with eightyof theLord's priests,whowere strongmen; 18And theymadeprotests toUzziah
the king, and said to him, The burning of perfumes, Uzziah, is not your business but that
of the priests, the sons of Aaron, who have been made holy for this work: go out of the
holy place, for you have donewrong, and it will not be to your honour before God. 19Then
Uzziah was angry; and he had in his hand a vessel for burning perfume; and while his
wrath was bitter against the priests, the mark of the leper's disease came out on his brow,
before the eyes of the priests in the house of the Lord by the altar of perfumes. 20 And
Azariah, the chief priest, and all the priests, looking at him, saw the mark of the leper on
his brow, and they sent him out quickly and he himself went out straight away, for the
Lord's punishment had come onhim. 21SoKingUzziahwas a leper till the day of his death,
living separately in his private house; for hewas cut off from the house of God; and Jotham
his sonwas ruling over his house, judging the people of the land. 22Now the rest of the acts
of Uzziah, first and last, were recorded by Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz. 23SoUzziah
went to rest with his fathers; and they put his body into the earth in the field used for the
resting-place of the kings, for they said, He is a leper: and Jotham his son became king in
his place.

27
1 Jothamwas twenty-fiveyearsoldwhenhebecameking; andhewas ruling in Jerusalem

for sixteen years; and his mother's name was Jerushah, the daughter of Zadok. 2He did
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what was right in the eyes of the Lord, as his father Uzziah had done; but he did not go
into the Temple of the Lord. And the people still went on in their evil ways. 3He put up
the higher doorway of the house of the Lord, and did much building on the wall of the
Ophel. 4 In addition, he made towns in the hill-country of Judah, and strong buildings
and towers in the woodlands. 5He went to war with the king of the children of Ammon
and overcame them. That year, the children of Ammon gave him a hundred talents of
silver, and ten thousandmeasures of grain and ten thousandmeasures of barley. And the
children of Ammon gave him the same amount the second year and the third. 6So Jotham
became strong, because in all his ways he made the Lord his guide. 7Now the rest of the
acts of Jotham, and all hiswars andhisways, are recorded in the book of the kings of Israel
and Judah. 8 He was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he was ruling in
Jerusalem for sixteen years. 9And Jotham went to rest with his fathers, and they put his
body into the earth in the town of David; and Ahaz his son became king in his place.

28
1Ahaz was twenty years old when he became king, and he was ruling in Jerusalem for

sixteen years; he did not do what was right in the eyes of the Lord, like David his father:
2 But he went in the ways of the kings of Israel and made images of metal for the Baals.
3More than this, he had offerings burned in the valley of the son of Hinnom, andmade his
children go through fire, copying the disgusting ways of the nations whom the Lord had
sentoutof the landbefore the childrenof Israel. 4Andhemadeofferingsandhadperfumes
burned in thehighplaces andon thehills andunder every green tree. 5So the LordhisGod
gave him up into the hands of the king of Aram; and they overcame him, and took away a
great number of his people as prisoners to Damascus. Then he was given into the hands
of the king of Israel, who sent great destruction on him. 6 For Pekah, the son of Remaliah,
in one day put to death a hundred and twenty thousand men of Judah, all of them good
fighting-men; because they had given up the Lord, the God of their fathers. 7And Zichri, a
great fighting-man of Ephraim, put to death Maaseiah, the king's son, and Azrikam, the
controller of his house, and Elkanah, who was second in authority to the king. 8 And
the children of Israel took away as prisoners from their brothers, two hundred thousand,
womenand sonsanddaughters, andagreat storeof their goods, and took themtoSamaria.
9But a prophet of the Lord was there, named Oded; and he went out in front of the army
whichwas coming into Samaria and said to them, Truly, because the Lord, the God of your
fathers, was angry with Judah, he gave them up into your hands, and you have put them
to death in an outburst of wrath stretching up to heaven. 10And now your purpose is to
keep the children of Judah and Jerusalem as men-servants and women-servants under
your yoke: but are there no sins against the Lord your God to be seen among yourselves?
11And now give ear to me, and send back the prisoners whom you have taken from your
brothers: for the wrath of the Lord is burning against you. 12Then certain of the heads of
the children of Ephraim, Azariah, the son of Johanan, Berechiah, the son of Meshillemoth
Jehizkiah, the son of Shallum, and Amasa the son of Hadlai, put themselves against those
who had come from the war, 13And said to them, You are not to let these prisoners come
here; for what you are designing to dowill be a cause of sin against the Lord to us, making
even greater our sin and our wrongdoing, which now are great enough, and his wrath is
burning against Israel. 14 So the armedmen gave up the prisoners and the goods they had
taken to the heads and themeeting of the people. 15And thosemenwho have been named
went up and took the prisoners, clothing those among them who were uncovered, with
things from the goods which had been taken in the war, and putting robes on them and
shoes on their feet; and they gave them food and drink and oil for their bodies, and seating
all the feeble among them on asses, they took them to Jericho, the town of palm-trees, to
their people, and then went back to Samaria. 16 At that time King Ahaz sent for help to
the king of Assyria. 17For the Edomites had come again, attacking Judah and taking away
prisoners. 18And the Philistines, forcing their way into the towns of the lowlands and the
south of Judah, had taken Beth-shemesh and Aijalon and Gederoth and Soco, with their
daughter-towns, as well as Timnah and Gimzo and their daughter-towns, and were living
there. 19 For the Lord made Judah low, because of Ahaz, king of Israel; for he had given
up all self-control in Judah, sinning greatly against the Lord. 20 Then Tiglath-pileser, king
of Assyria, came to him, but was a cause of trouble and not of strength to him. 21For Ahaz
took a part of the wealth from the house of the Lord, and from the house of the king and
of the great men, and gave it to the king of Assyria; but it was no help to him. 22 And in
the time of his trouble, this same King Ahaz did even more evil against the Lord. 23 For
he made offerings to the gods of Damascus, who were attacking him, and said, Because
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the gods of the kings of Aram are giving them help, I will make offerings to them so that
they may give me help. But they were the cause of his downfall, and of that of all Israel.
24 And Ahaz got together the vessels of the house of God, cutting up all the vessels of the
house of God, and shutting the doors of the Lord's house; and hemade altars in every part
of Jerusalem. 25 And in every town of Judah he made high places where perfumes were
burned to other gods, awaking the wrath of the Lord, the God of his fathers. 26Now the
rest of his acts and all hisways, first and last, are recorded in the book of the kings of Judah
and Israel. 27AndAhazwent to restwith his fathers, and they put his body into the earth in
Jerusalem; but theydidnot puthim in the resting-place of thekings of Israel: andHezekiah
his son became king in his place.

29
1 Hezekiah became king when he was twenty-five years old; and he was king in

Jerusalem for twenty-nine years; and his mother's name was Abijah, the daughter of
Zechariah. 2He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, as his father David had done.
3 In the first year of his rule, in the first month, opening the doors of the Lord's house, he
made them strong. 4And he sent for the priests and the Levites, and got them together in
the wide place on the east side, 5And said to them, Give ear to me, O Levites: now make
yourselves holy, and make holy the house of the Lord, the God of your fathers, and take
away everything unclean from the holy place. 6For our fathers have done evil, sinning in
the eyes of the Lord our God, and have given him up, turning away their faces from the
house of the Lord, and turning their backs on him. 7The doors of his house have been shut
and the lights put out; noperfumeshavebeenburnedorofferingsmade to theGodof Israel
in his holy place. 8And so the wrath of the Lord has come on Judah and Jerusalem, and he
has given them up to be a cause of fear and wonder and shame, as your eyes have seen.
9 For see, our fathers have been put to death with the sword, and our sons and daughters
andwiveshavebeen takenawayprisoners becauseof this. 10Now it ismypurpose tomake
an agreement with the Lord, the God of Israel, so that the heat of his wrathmay be turned
away from us. 11My sons, take care now: for you have been marked out by the Lord to
come before him and to be his servants, burning offerings to him. 12Then the Levites took
theirplaces;Mahath, the sonofAmasai, and Joel, the sonofAzariah, among theKohathites;
and of the sons of Merari, Kish, the son of Abdi, and Azariah, the son of Jehallelel; and of
the Gershonites, Joah, the son of Zimmah, and Eden, the son of Joah; 13And of the sons of
Elizaphan, Shimri and Jeuel; and of the sons of Asaph, Zechariah andMattaniah; 14And of
the sons of Heman, Jehuel and Shimei; and of the sons of Jeduthun, Shemaiah and Uzziel.
15And they got their brothers together andmade themselves holy, andwent in, as the king
had said by the word of the Lord, to make the house of the Lord clean. 16And the priests
went into the inner part of the house of the Lord tomake it clean, and everything unclean
which was to be seen in the Temple of the Lord they took out into the outer square of the
Lord's house, and the Levites got it together and took it away to the stream Kidron. 17On
the first day of the first month the work of making the house holy was started, and on the
eighth day they came to the covered way of the Lord; in eight days they made the Lord's
house holy, and on the sixteenth day of the first month the work was done. 18 Then they
went in to King Hezekiah and said, We have made all the house of the Lord clean, as well
as the altar of burned offerings with all its vessels, and the table for the holy bread, with
all its vessels. 19And all the vessels which were turned out by King Ahaz in his sin while
he was king, we have put in order andmade holy, and now they are in their places before
the altar of the Lord. 20 Then Hezekiah the king got up early, and got together the great
men of the town, and went up to the house of the Lord. 21And they took with them seven
oxen and seven male sheep and seven lambs and seven he-goats as a sin-offering for the
kingdom and for the holy house and for Judah. And he gave orders to the sons of Aaron,
the priests, that these were to be offered on the altar of the Lord. 22So they put the oxen to
death and their bloodwas given to the priests to be drained out against the altar; then they
put the male sheep to death, draining out their blood against the altar, and they put the
lambs to death, draining out their blood against the altar. 23 Then they took the he-goats
for the sin-offering, placing them before the king and the meeting of the people, and they
put their hands on them: 24And thepriests put them todeath, andmade a sin-offeringwith
their blood on the altar, to take away the sin of all Israel: for the king gave orders that the
burned offering and the sin-offering were for all Israel. 25Then he put the Levites in their
places in the house of the Lord, with brass and corded instruments of music as ordered
by David and Gad, the king's seer, and Nathan the prophet: for the order was the Lord's,
given by his prophets. 26 So the Levites took their places with David's instruments, and
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the priests with their horns. 27And Hezekiah gave the word for the burned offering to be
offered on the altar. And when the burned offering was started, then the song of the Lord
was started,with the blowing of horns andwith all the instruments ofDavid, king of Israel.
28 And all the people gave worship, to the sound of songs and the blowing of horns; and
this went on till the burned offering was ended. 29And at the end of the offering, the king
and all who were present with him gave worship with bent heads. 30Then King Hezekiah
and the captains gave orders to the Levites to give praise to God in the words of David
and Asaph the seer. And they made songs of praise with joy, and with bent heads gave
worship. 31Then Hezekiahmade answer and said, Now that you have given yourselves to
the Lord, come near and take offerings and praise-offerings into the house of the Lord. So
all the people took in offerings and praise-offerings: and those whose hearts weremoved,
took in burned offerings. 32The number of burned offerings which the people took in was
seventy oxen, a hundred male sheep, and two hundred lambs: all these were for burned
offerings to the Lord. 33 And the holy things were six hundred oxen and three thousand
sheep. 34Therewere not enoughpriests for thework of cutting up all the burned offerings;
so their brothers the Levites gave them help till the work was done and the priests had
made themselves holy: for the Levites were more upright in heart to make themselves
holy than the priests. 35And there was a great amount of burned offerings, with the fat of
the peace-offerings and the drink offerings for every burned offering. So the work of the
Lord's house was put in order. 36AndHezekiah and all the people were full of joy, because
God hadmade the people ready: for the thing was done suddenly.

30
1 Then Hezekiah sent word to all Israel and Judah, and sent letters to Ephraim and

Manasseh, requesting them to come to the house of the Lord at Jerusalem, to keep the
Passover to the Lord, the God of Israel. 2 For the king, after discussion with his chiefs and
all the body of the people in Jerusalem, had made a decision to keep the Passover in the
secondmonth. 3 It was not possible to keep it at that time, because not enough priests had
made themselves holy, and the people had not come together in Jerusalem. 4And the thing
was right in the eyes of the king and all the people. 5 So it was ordered that word was to
be sent out through all Israel, from Beer-sheba to Dan, that they were to come to keep the
Passover to the Lord, the God of Israel, at Jerusalem: because they had not kept it in great
numbers in agreement with the law. 6 So runners went with letters from the king and his
chiefs through all Israel and Judah, by the order of the king, saying, O children of Israel,
come back again to the Lord, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, so that he may come
again to that small band of you which has been kept safe out of the hands of the kings of
Assyria. 7 Do not be like your fathers and your brothers, who were sinners against the
Lord, the God of their fathers, so that he made them a cause of fear, as you see. 8Now do
not be hard-hearted, as your fathers were; but give yourselves to the Lord, and come into
his holy place, which he hasmade his for ever, and be the servants of the Lord yourGod, so
that the heat of hiswrathmaybe turned away fromyou. 9For if you comeback to the Lord,
thosewho took away your brothers and your childrenwill have pity on them, and let them
come back to this land: for the Lord your God is full of grace and mercy, and his face will
not be turned away fromyou if you comeback to him. 10So the runnerswent from town to
town through all the country of Ephraim and Manasseh as far as Zebulun: but they were
laughed at and made sport of. 11However, some of Asher and Manasseh and Zebulun put
away their pride and came to Jerusalem. 12And in Judah the power of God gave them one
heart to do the orders of the king and the captains, which were taken as the word of the
Lord. 13 So a very great number of people came together at Jerusalem to keep the feast of
unleavenedbread in the secondmonth. 14And theygot toworkand tookawayall thealtars
in Jerusalem, and they put all the vessels for burning perfumes into the stream Kidron.
15 Then on the fourteenth day of the second month they put the Passover lambs to death:
and the priests and the Levites were shamed, andmade themselves holy and took burned
offerings into the house of the Lord. 16And they took their places in their right order, as it
was ordered in the law of Moses, the man of God: the priests draining out on the altar the
blood given them by the Levites. 17 For there were still a number of the people there who
had notmade themselves holy: so the Levites had to put Passover lambs to death for those
who were not clean, to make them holy to the Lord. 18 For a great number of the people
from Ephraim and Manasseh, Issachar and Zebulun, had not made themselves clean, but
they took the Passover meal, though not in the right way. For Hezekiah had made prayer
for them, saying, May the good Lord havemercy on everyone 19Who, with all his heart, is
turned to God the Lord, the God of his fathers, even if he has not beenmade clean after the
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rules of the holy place. 20And the Lord gave ear to Hezekiah, and made the people well.
21 So the children of Israel who were present in Jerusalem kept the feast of unleavened
bread for seven dayswith great joy: and the Levites and the priests gave praise to the Lord
day by day, making melody to the Lord with loud instruments. 22And Hezekiah said kind
words to the Levites who were expert in the ordering of the worship of the Lord: so they
kept the feast for seven days, offering peace-offerings and praising the Lord, the God of
their fathers. 23 And by the desire of all the people, the feast went on for another seven
days, and they kept the seven days with joy. 24 For Hezekiah, king of Judah, gave to the
people for offerings, a thousand oxen and seven thousand sheep; and the rulers gave a
thousand oxen and ten thousand sheep; and a great number of priests made themselves
holy. 25And all the people of Judah, with the priests and the Levites, and those who had
come from Israel, andmen fromother landswhohad come from Israel orwhowere living
in Judah, were glad with great joy. 26 So there was great joy in Jerusalem: for nothing like
this had been seen in Jerusalem from the time of Solomon, the son of David, king of Israel.
27Then the priests and the Levites gave the people a blessing: and the voice of their prayer
went up to the holy place of God in heaven.

31
1Now when all this was over, all the men of Israel who were present went out into the

towns of Judah, causing the stone pillars to be broken up and the wood pillars to be cut
down, pulling down the high places and the altars in all Judah and Benjamin, as well as in
EphraimandManasseh, till allwere gone. Then all the children of Israelwent back to their
towns, everyman to his property. 2ThenHezekiah put in order the divisions of the priests
and Levites, every man in his division, in relation to his work, for the burned offerings
and peace-offerings, and for the ordering of worship and for giving praise at the doors
of the Lord's house. 3 And he gave the king's part of his private property for the burned
offerings, that is, for themorning and evening offerings, and the offerings for the Sabbath
and the new moons and the regular feasts, as it is recorded in the law of the Lord. 4 In
addition, he gave orders to the people of Jerusalem to give to the priests and Levites that
part whichwas theirs by right, so that theymight be strong in keeping the law of the Lord.
5And when the order was made public, straight away the children of Israel gave, in great
amounts, the first-fruits of their grain and wine and oil and honey, and of the produce of
their fields; and they took in a tenth part of everything, a great store. 6And the children of
Israel and Judah, who were living in the towns of Judah came with the tenth part of their
oxen and sheep, and a tenth of all the holy things which were to be given to the Lord their
God, and put them in great masses. 7 The first store of things was put down in the third
month, and in the seventhmonth themasseswere complete. 8AndwhenHezekiahand the
rulers came and saw all the store of goods, they gave praise to the Lord and to his people
Israel. 9 Then Hezekiah put questions to the priests and Levites about the store of goods.
10AndAzariah, the chief priest, of the family of Zadok, said in answer, From the timewhen
the people first came with their offerings into the house of the Lord, we have had food
enough, and more than enough: for the blessing of the Lord is on his people; and there is
this great store which has not been used. 11 Then Hezekiah said that store-rooms were to
be made ready in the house of the Lord; and this was done. 12 And in them they put all
the offerings and the tenths and the holy things, keeping nothing back, and over themwas
Conaniah the Levite, with Shimei his brother second to him. 13And Jehiel andAzaziah and
Nahath and Asahel and Jerimoth and Jozabad and Eliel and Ismachiah and Mahath and
Benaiah were overseers, under the directions of Conaniah and Shimei his brother, by the
order of Hezekiah the king and Azariah, the ruler of the house of God. 14AndKore, the son
of Imnah the Levite, the keeper of the east door, had control of the offerings freely given to
God, and thedistributionof theofferingsof theLordand themostholy things. 15Andunder
him were Eden and Miniamin and Jeshua and Shemaiah and Amariah and Shecaniah, in
the towns of the priests, who were made responsible for giving it to all their brothers, by
divisions, to small and great: 16Aswell as to all themales, of three years old and over, listed
by their families, who went into the house of the Lord to do what was needed day by day,
for their special work with their divisions. 17And the families of the priests were listed by
their fathers' names, but the Levites, of twenty years old and over, were listed in relation
to their work in their divisions; 18And in the lists were all their little ones and their wives
and their sons and daughters, through all the people: they made themselves holy in the
positions which they were given. 19And as for the sons of Aaron, the priests, living in the
country on the outskirts of their towns, every different town there weremen, marked out
by name, to give their part of the goods to all the males among the priests, and to all who
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were listed among the Levites. 20 This Hezekiah did through all Judah; he did what was
good and right and true before the Lord his God. 21And for everything he undertook, in
connection with the work of the house of God and his law and orders, he got directions
from God and did it with serious purpose; and things went well for him.

32
1Now after these things and this true-hearted work, Sennacherib, king of Assyria, came

into Judah, and put his army in position before the walled towns of Judah, designing to
make his way into them by force. 2And when Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib had come
for the purpose of fighting against Jerusalem, 3He took up with his rulers andmen of war
the question of stopping up the water-springs outside the town; and they gave him their
support. 4 So they got together a great number of people, and had all the water-springs
and the stream flowing through the land stopped up, saying, Why let the kings of Assyria
come and have much water? 5 Then he took heart, building up the wall where it was
broken down, and making its towers higher, and building another wall outside; and he
made strong the Millo in the town of David, and got together a great store of all sorts of
instruments of war. 6And he put war chiefs over the people, and sent for them all to come
together to him in the wide place at the doorway into the town, and to give them heart he
said to them, 7Be strong and take heart; have no fear, and do not be troubled on account
of the king of Assyria and all the great armywith him: for there is a greaterwith us. 8With
him isanarmofflesh; butwehave theLordourGod, helpingusandfighting forus. And the
people put their faith inwhat Hezekiah, king of Judah, said. 9After this, Sennacherib, king
of Assyria, sent his servants to Jerusalem (at that timehewas stationedwith all his army in
front of Lachish), to say toHezekiah and all themen of Judah in Jerusalem, 10Sennacherib,
king ofAssyria, says, Inwhat are youplacing yourhope,waiting here in thewalled townof
Jerusalem? 11 Is it not Hezekiah who has got you to do it, causing your death from need of
food and water, by saying, The Lord our God will give us salvation out of the hands of the
king of Assyria? 12Has not this same Hezekiah taken away his high places and his altars,
saying to Judah and Jerusalem, Give worship before one altar only, burning offerings on
it? 13Have younoknowledge ofwhat I andmy fathers havedone to all the peoples of every
land? were the gods of the nations of those lands able to keep their land from falling into
my hands? 14Who was there among all the gods of those nations, which my fathers put
to destruction, who was able to keep his people safe from my hands? and is it possible
that your God will keep you safe from my hands? 15 So do not be tricked by Hezekiah
or let him get you to do this, and do not put any faith in what he says: for no god of any
nation or kingdom has been able to keep his people safe from my hands, or the hands of
my fathers: howmuch lesswill yourGodkeepyou safe frommyhands! 16Andhis servants
said even more against the Lord God and against his servant Hezekiah. 17 And he sent
letters, in addition, to put shame on the Lord, the God of Israel, and to say evil against him,
saying, As the gods of the nations of other lands have not been able to keep their people
safe frommyhands, nomorewill theGodofHezekiahkeephis people safe frommyhands.
18These things they said, crying out with a loud voice in the Jews' language, to the people
of Jerusalem who were on the wall, with the purpose of troubling them and putting fear
into them, so that theymight take the town; 19Talking of the God of Jerusalem as if he was
like the gods of the peoples of the earth, the work of men's hands. 20 And Hezekiah the
king, and Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, made prayer because of this, crying out to
heaven. 21And the Lord sent an angel who put to death all the men of war and the chiefs
and thecaptains in thearmyof thekingofAssyria. Sohewentback tohis country in shame.
And when he came into the house of his god, his sons, the offspring of his body, put him
to death there with the sword. 22 So the Lord gave Hezekiah and the people of Jerusalem
salvation from the power of Sennacherib, the king of Assyria, and from all others, giving
them rest on every side. 23 And great numbers came to Jerusalem with offerings for the
Lord, and thingsof great price forHezekiah, kingof Judah: so thathewashonouredamong
all nations from that time. 24 In those days Hezekiah was ill and near death; and he made
prayer to the Lord, and the Lord in answer gave him a sign. 25But Hezekiah did not do as
hadbeendone tohim; forhisheartwas liftedup inpride; andsowrathcameonhimandon
Judah and Jerusalem. 26But then, Hezekiah, in sorrow for what he had done, put away his
pride; and he and all Jerusalemmade themselves low, so that thewrath of the Lord did not
come on them inHezekiah's life-time. 27AndHezekiah had very great wealth and honour;
and he made himself store-houses for his gold and silver and jewels and spices, and for
body-covers and all sorts of beautiful vessels. 28And store-houses for the produce of grain
andwine and oil; and buildings for all sorts of beasts and flocks. 29And hemade towns for
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himself, and got together much property in flocks and herds: for God had given him great
wealth. 30 It was Hezekiah who had the higher spring of the water of Gihon stopped, and
the water taken down on the west side of the town of David. In everything he undertook,
Hezekiah did well. 31However, in the business of the representatives sent by the rulers of
Babylon to get news of thewonderwhich had taken place in the land, God gave up guiding
him, testing him to see what was in his heart. 32Now the rest of the acts of Hezekiah, and
the good he did, are recorded in the vision of Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, and in
the book of the kings of Judah and Israel. 33 So Hezekiah went to rest with his fathers, and
they put his body into the higher part of the resting-places of the sons of David: and all
Judah and the people of Jerusalem gave him honour at his death. And Manasseh his son
became king in his place.

33
1Manasseh was twelve years old when he became king, and he was ruling for fifty-five

years in Jerusalem. 2He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, copying the disgusting ways of
the nations whom the Lord had sent out of the land before the children of Israel. 3 For he
put up again the high places which had been pulled down by his father Hezekiah; and he
made altars for the Baals, and pillars of wood, andwas aworshipper and servant of all the
stars of heaven; 4And hemade altars in the house of the Lord, of which the Lord had said,
In Jerusalem will my name be for ever. 5And he made altars for all the stars of heaven in
the two outer squares of the house of the Lord. 6More than this, he made his children go
through the fire in the valley of the son of Hinnom; and he made use of secret arts, and
signs for reading the future, and unnatural powers, and gave positions to those who had
control of spirits and towonder-workers: he didmuch evil in the eyes of the Lord, moving
him towrath. 7And he put the image he hadmade in the house of God, the house of which
God had said to David and to Solomon his son, In this house, and in Jerusalem, the town
which I have made mine out of all the tribes of Israel, will I put my name for ever: 8And
never again will I let the feet of Israel bemoved out of the landwhich I have given to their
fathers; if only they will take care to do all my orders, even all the law and the orders and
the rules given to thembyMoses. 9AndManassehmade Judahand thepeople of Jerusalem
goout of the trueway, so that theydidmore evil than thosenationswhom theLord gaveup
to destruction before the children of Israel. 10And theword of the Lord came toManasseh
and his people, but they gave no attention. 11 So the Lord sent against them the captains
of the army of Assyria, who made Manasseh a prisoner and took him away in chains to
Babylon. 12And crying out to the Lord his God in his trouble, he made himself low before
the God of his fathers, 13Andmade prayer to him; and in answer to his prayer God let him
comeback to Jerusalemand to his kingdom. ThenManassehwas certain that the Lordwas
God. 14After this hemade an outer wall for the town of David, on thewest side of Gihon in
the valley, as far as the way into the town by the fish doorway; and he put a very highwall
round the Ophel; and he put captains of the army in all the walled towns of Judah. 15He
took away the strange gods and the image out of the house of the Lord, and all the altars he
had put up on the hill of the Lord's house and in Jerusalem, and put them out of the town.
16And he put the altar of the Lord in order, offering peace-offerings and praise-offerings
on it, and said that all Judahwere to be servants of the Lord, the God of Israel. 17However,
the people still made offerings in the high places, but only to the Lord their God. 18Now
the rest of the acts of Manasseh, and his prayer to his God, and the words which the seers
said to him in the name of the Lord, the God of Israel, are recorded among the acts of the
kings of Israel. 19And the prayerwhich hemade to God, and howGod gave himan answer,
and all his sin and his wrongdoing, and the places where he made high places and put up
pillars of wood and images, before he put away his pride, are recorded in the history of
the seers. 20 So Manasseh went to rest with his fathers, and they put his body to rest in
his house, and Amon his son became king in his place. 21Amon was twenty-two years old
when he became king; and he was ruling for two years in Jerusalem. 22He did evil in the
eyes of the Lord, as Manasseh his father had done; and Amon made offerings to all the
images which his father Manasseh had made, and was their servant. 23He did not make
himself low before the Lord, as his father Manasseh had done, but went on sinning more
and more. 24And his servants made a secret design against him, and put him to death in
his house. 25 But the people of the land put to death all those who had taken part in the
design against King Amon, andmade his son Josiah king in his place.

34
1 Josiahwas eight years old when he became king; hewas ruling in Jerusalem for thirty-
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one years. 2And he did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, walking in the ways of his
father David, without turning to the right hand or to the left. 3 In the eighth year of his
rule, while hewas still young, his heart was first turned to the God of his father David; and
in the twelfth year he undertook the clearing away of all the high places and the pillars
and the images of wood and metal from Judah and Jerusalem. 4He had the altars of the
Baals broken down, while he himself was present; and the sun-images whichwere placed
on high over them he had cut down; and the pillars of wood and the metal images he
had broken up and crushed to dust, dropping the dust over the resting-places of the dead
who had made offerings to them. 5 And he had the bones of the priests burned on their
altars, and so he made Judah and Jerusalem clean. 6 And in all the towns of Manasseh
and Ephraim and Simeon as far as Naphtali, he made waste their houses round about.
7He had the altars and the pillars of wood pulled down and the images crushed to dust,
and all the sun-images cut down, through all the land of Israel, and then he went back to
Jerusalem. 8Now in the eighteenth year of his rule, when the land and the house had been
made clean, he sent Shaphan, the son of Azaliah, andMaaseiah, the ruler of the town, and
Joah, the son of Joahaz, the recorder, to make good what was damaged in the house of the
Lord his God. 9 And they came to Hilkiah, the chief priest, and gave him all the money
which had been taken into the house of God, which the Levites, the keepers of the door,
had got from Manasseh and Ephraim and those of Israel who had not been taken away
as prisoners, and from all Judah and Benjamin and the people of Jerusalem. 10And they
gave it to the overseers of the work of the Lord's house, and the overseers gave it to the
workmen working in the house, for building it up and making good what was damaged;
11Even to thewoodworkers andbuilders to get cut stoneandwood for joining the structure
together and for making boards for the houses which the kings of Judah had given up to
destruction. 12 And the men did the work well; and those who had authority over them
were Jahath and Obadiah, Levites of the sons of Merari, and Zechariah andMeshullam, of
the sons of the Kohathites, who were to be responsible for seeing that the work was done;
and others of the Levites, who were expert with instruments of music, 13Had authority
over the transport workers, giving directions to all who were doing any sort of work; and
among the Levites there were scribes and overseers and door-keepers. 14Nowwhen they
were taking out themoneywhich had come into the Lord's house, Hilkiah the priest came
across the book of the law of the Lord, which he had given by themouth of Moses. 15Then
Hilkiah said to Shaphan the scribe, I have made discovery of the book of the law in the
house of the Lord. And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan. 16And Shaphan took the book
to the king; and he gave him an account of what had been done, saying, Your servants are
doing all they have been given to do; 17 They have taken out all the money which was in
the Lord's house and have given it to the overseers and to the workmen. 18Then Shaphan
the scribe said to the king, Hilkiah the priest has given me a book; and he made a start at
reading some of it to the king. 19And the king, hearing the words of the law, took his robe
in his hands, violently parting it as a sign of his grief. 20And he gave orders to Hilkiah and
to Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, and Abdon, the son of Micah, and Shaphan the scribe and
Asaiah, the king's servant, saying, 21 Go and get directions from the Lord for me and for
those who are still in Israel and for Judah, about the words of this bookwhich has come to
light; for great is the wrath of the Lordwhich has been let loose on us, because our fathers
havenot kept theword of the Lord or donewhat is recorded in this book. 22SoHilkiah, and
thosewhomtheking sent,went toHuldah thewomanprophet, thewife of Shallum, the son
of Tokhath, the son of Hasrah, the keeper of the robes (now shewas living in Jerusalem, in
the second part of the town); and they had talk with her about this thing. 23And she said
to them, The Lord, the God of Israel, has said, Say to the man who sent you to me, 24These
are the words of the Lord: See, I will send evil on this place and on its people, even all the
curses in the bookwhich they have been reading before the king of Judah; 25Because they
havegivenmeup, burningofferings to other gods andmovingme towrathbyall theworks
of their hands; so my wrath is let loose on this place and will not be put out. 26But to the
king of Judah who sent you to get directions from the Lord, say, This is what the Lord, the
God of Israel, has said: Because you have given ear to my words, 27 And your heart was
soft, and you made yourself low before God, on hearing his words about this place and
its people, and with weeping and signs of grief have made yourself low before me, I have
given ear to you, says the Lord God. 28 See, I will let you go to your fathers, and be put in
your last resting-place in peace, and your eyes will not see all the evil which I will send on
this place and on its people. So they took this news back to the king. 29Then the king sent
and got together all the responsible men of Judah and of Jerusalem. 30And the king went
up to the house of the Lord, with all themen of Judah and the people of Jerusalem, and the
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priests and the Levites and all the people, small and great; and they were present at his
reading of the book of the lawwhich had come to light in the house of the Lord. 31Then the
king, taking his place by the pillar, made an agreement before the Lord, to go in the way
of the Lord, and to keep his orders and his decisions and his rules with all his heart and
with all his soul, and to keep the words of the agreement recorded in this book. 32And he
made all the people in Jerusalem and Benjamin give their word to keep it. And the people
of Jerusalem kept the agreement of God, the God of their fathers. 33 Josiah took away all
the disgusting things out of all the lands of the children of Israel, and made all who were
in Israel servants of the Lord their God. And as long as he was living they were true to the
Lord, the God of their fathers.

35
1 And Josiah kept a Passover to the Lord in Jerusalem; on the fourteenth day of the

first month they put the Passover lamb to death. 2 And he gave the priests their places,
making them strong for the work of the house of God. 3 And he said to the Levites, the
teachers of all Israel, who were holy to the Lord, See, the holy ark is in the house which
Solomon, the son of David, king of Israel, made; it will no longer have to be transported
on your backs: now be the servants of the Lord your God and his people Israel, 4 And
make yourselves ready in your divisions, by your families, as it is ordered in the writings
of David, king of Israel, and of Solomon his son; 5And take your positions in the holy place,
grouped in the families of your brothers, the children of the people, and for every division
let there be a part of a family of the Levites. 6 And put the Passover lamb to death, and
make yourselves holy, and make it ready for your brothers, so that the orders given by
the Lord throughMosesmay be done. 7And Josiah gave lambs and goats from the flock as
Passover offerings for all the people who were present, to the number of thirty thousand,
and three thousand oxen: these were from the king's private property. 8And his captains
freely gave an offering to the people, the priests, and the Levites. Hilkiah and Zechariah
and Jehiel, the rulers of the house of God, gave to the priests for the Passover offerings two
thousand, sixhundredsmall cattleand threehundredoxen. 9AndConaniahandShemaiah
andNethanel, his brothers, andHashabiah and Jeiel and Jozabad, the chiefs of the Levites,
gave to the Levites for the Passover offerings five thousand small cattle and five hundred
oxen. 10 So everything was made ready and the priests took their places with the Levites
in their divisions, as the king had said. 11 And they put the Passover lambs to death, the
blood being drained out by the priests when it was given to them, and the Levites did the
skinning. 12And they took away the burned offerings, so that they might give them to be
offered to the Lord for the divisions of the families of the people, as it is recorded in the
book ofMoses. And they did the samewith the oxen. 13And the Passover lambwas cooked
over the fire, as it says in the law; and the holy offerings were cooked in pots and basins
and vessels, and taken quickly to all the people. 14 And after that, they made ready for
themselves and for the priests; for the priests, the sons of Aaron, were offering the burned
offerings and the fat till night; so the Levites made readywhat was needed for themselves
and for the priests, the sons of Aaron. 15And the sons of Asaph, themakers ofmelody,were
in their places, as ordered by David and Asaph and Heman and Jeduthun, the king's seer;
and the door-keeperswere stationed at every door: therewas no need for them to go away
from their places, for their brothers the Levites made ready for them. 16 So everything
needed for the worship of the Lord was made ready that same day, for the keeping of the
Passover and the offering of burned offerings on the altar of the Lord, as King Josiah had
given orders. 17And all the children of Israel who were present kept the Passover and the
feast of unleavened bread at that time for seven days. 18No Passover like it had been kept
in Israel from the days of Samuel the prophet; and not one of the kings of Israel had ever
kept a Passover like the one kept by Josiah and the priests and the Levites and all those
of Judah and Israel who were present, and the people of Jerusalem. 19 In the eighteenth
year of the rule of Josiah this Passover was kept. 20After all this, and after Josiah had put
the house in order, Neco, king of Egypt, went up to make war at Carchemish by the river
Euphrates; and Josiah went out against him. 21But he sent representatives to him, saying,
What have I to do with you, O king of Judah? I have not come against you this day, but
against thosewithwhom I am atwar; and God has givenme orders to go forward quickly:
keep out of God's way, for he is with me, or he will send destruction on you. 22However,
Josiahwould not go back; but keeping to his purpose of fighting against him, and giving no
attention to the words of Neco, which came from God, he went forward to the fight in the
valley ofMegiddo. 23And thebowmen sent their arrows at King Josiah, and the king said to
his servants, Takeme away, for I am badly wounded. 24So his servants took him out of the
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line ofwar-carriages, andput him inhis second carriage and tookhim to Jerusalem,where
hecame tohis end, and theyputhisbody in the resting-placeofhis fathers. And inall Judah
and Jerusalem there was great weeping for Josiah. 25And Jeremiah made a song of grief
for Josiah; and to this day Josiah is named by all the makers of melody, men and women,
in their songs of grief; they made it a rule in Israel; and the songs are recorded among the
songs of grief. 26Now the rest of the acts of Josiah, and the good he did, in keeping with
what is recorded in the law of the Lord, 27And all his acts, first and last, are recorded in the
book of the kings of Israel and Judah.

36
1 Then the people of the land took Jehoahaz, the son of Josiah, and made him king in

Jerusalem in place of his father. 2 Jehoahaz was twenty-three years old when he became
king; he was ruling in Jerusalem for three months. 3 Then the king of Egypt took the
kingdom from him in Jerusalem, and put on the land a tax of a hundred talents of silver
and a talent of gold. 4 And the king of Egypt made Eliakim his brother king over Judah
and Jerusalem, changing his name to Jehoiakim. And Neco took his brother Jehoahaz
away to Egypt. 5 Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old when he became king; he was
ruling in Jerusalem for eleven years, and he did evil in the eyes of the Lord his God.
6 Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, came up against him, and took him away in chains
to Babylon. 7And Nebuchadnezzar took away some of the vessels of the Lord's house, and
put them in the house of his god in Babylon. 8Now the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim and
the disgusting things he did, and all there is to be said against him, are recorded in the
book of the kings of Israel and Judah; and Jehoiachin his son became king in his place.
9 Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he became king; he was ruling in Jerusalem for
threemonthsand tendays, andhedidevil in theeyesof theLord. 10 In the springof theyear
KingNebuchadnezzar sent and tookhimaway to Babylon,with the beautiful vessels of the
houseof theLord, andmadeZedekiah, his father's brother, king over Judahand Jerusalem.
11 Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became king; he was ruling in Jerusalem
for eleven years. 12Hedid evil in the eyes of the Lord, and did notmake himself lowbefore
Jeremiah the prophet who gave him the word of the Lord. 13And he took up arms against
KingNebuchadnezzar, thoughhehadmadehim take an oath byGod; but hemadehis neck
stiff and his heart hard, turning away from the Lord, the God of Israel. 14And more than
this, all the greatmen of Judah and the priests and the peoplemade their sin great, turning
to all the disgusting ways of the nations; and they made unclean the house of the Lord
which he hadmade holy in Jerusalem. 15And the Lord, the God of their fathers, sent word
to them by his servants, sending early and frequently, because he had pity on his people
and on his living-place; 16But they put shame on the servants of God, making sport of his
words and laughing at his prophets, till the wrath of God was moved against his people,
till there was no help. 17So he sent against them the king of the Chaldaeans, who put their
youngmen todeathwith the sword in thehouseof their holyplace, andhadnopity for any,
youngman or virgin, oldman orwhite-haired: God gave themall into his hands. 18And all
the vessels of the house of God, great and small, and the stored wealth of the Lord's house
and thewealth of the king and his chiefs, he took away to Babylon. 19And the house of God
was burned and thewall of Jerusalembroken down; all its great houseswere burnedwith
fire and all its beautiful vessels given up to destruction. 20 And all who had not come to
death by the sword he took away prisoners to Babylon; and they became servants to him
and to his sons till the kingdom of Persia came to power: 21 So that the words of the Lord,
which he said by the mouth of Jeremiah, might come true, till the land had had pleasure
in her Sabbaths; for as long as she was waste the land kept the Sabbath, till seventy years
were complete. 22Now in the first year of Cyrus, king of Persia, in order that the words
which the Lord had said by the mouth of Jeremiah might come true, the spirit of Cyrus,
king of Persia, was moved by the Lord, and he made a public statement and had it given
out through all his kingdom and put in writing, saying, 23 Cyrus, king of Persia, has said,
All the kingdoms of the earth have been given to me by the Lord, the God of heaven; and
he has mademe responsible for building a house for him in Jerusalem, which is in Judah.
Whoever there is among you of all his people, may the Lord his God be with him and let
him go up.
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The Book of
Ezra

1Now in thefirst year of Cyrus, king of Persia, in order that theword of the Lord givenby
the mouth of Jeremiah might come true, the spirit of Cyrus, king of Persia, was moved by
the Lord, so that hemade a public statement through all his kingdom, and put it inwriting,
saying, 2 These are the words of Cyrus, king of Persia: The Lord God of heaven has given
me all the kingdoms of the earth; and he hasmademe responsible for building a house for
him in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 3Whoever there is among you of his people, may his
God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and take in hand the
building of the house of the Lord, theGod of Israel; he is theGodwho is in Jerusalem. 4And
whoever theremay be of the rest of Israel, living in any place, let themen of that place give
him helpwith offerings of silver and gold and goods and beasts, in addition to the offering
freely given for the house of God in Jerusalem. 5 Then the heads of families of Judah and
Benjamin, with the priests and the Levites, got ready, even all those whose spirits were
movedbyGod togoupand take inhand thebuildingof theLord'shouse in Jerusalem. 6And
all their neighbours gave them help with offerings of vessels of silver and gold and goods
and beasts and things of great value, in addition to what was freely offered. 7And Cyrus
theking got out thevessels of thehouseof theLordwhichNebuchadnezzarhad taken from
Jerusalemandput in thehouseofhis gods; 8Even theseCyrusmadeMithredath, thekeeper
of his wealth, get out, and he gave them, after numbering them, to Sheshbazzar, the ruler
of Judah. 9And this is the number of them: therewere thirty gold plates, a thousand silver
plates, twenty-nine knives, 10Thirty gold basins, four hundred and ten silver basins, and a
thousand other vessels. 11Therewere five thousand, four hundred gold and silver vessels.
All these were taken back by Sheshbazzar, when those who had been taken prisoner went
up from Babylon to Jerusalem.

2
1Now these are the people of the divisions of the kingdom, among those who had been

made prisoners by Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, and taken away to Babylon, who
went back to Jerusalem and Judah, everyone to his town; 2Who went with Zerubbabel,
Jeshua, Nehemiah, Seraiah, Reelaiah, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispar, Bigvai, Rehum, Baanah,
The number of the men of the people of Israel: 3 The children of Parosh, two thousand,
one hundred and seventy-two. 4The children of Shephatiah, three hundred and seventy-
two. 5 The children of Arah, seven hundred and seventy-five. 6 The children of Pahath-
moab, of the children of Jeshua and Joab, two thousand, eight hundred and twelve. 7 The
children of Elam, a thousand, two hundred and fifty-four. 8 The children of Zattu, nine
hundred and forty-five. 9The children of Zaccai, seven hundred and sixty. 10The children
ofBani, sixhundredand forty-two. 11The childrenofBebai, sixhundredand twenty-three.
12 The children of Azgad, a thousand, two hundred and twenty-two. 13 The children of
Adonikam, six hundred and sixty-six. 14The children of Bigvai, two thousand and fifty-six.
15 The children of Adin, four hundred and fifty-four. 16 The children of Ater, of Hezekiah,
ninety-eight. 17 The children of Bezai, three hundred and twenty-three. 18 The children
of Jorah, a hundred and twelve. 19 The children of Hashum, two hundred and twenty-
three. 20 The children of Gibbar, ninety-five. 21 The children of Beth-lehem, a hundred
and twenty-three. 22 The men of Netophah, fifty-six. 23 The men of Anathoth, a hundred
and twenty-eight. 24The children of Azmaveth, forty-two. 25The children of Kiriath-arim,
Chephirah, and Beeroth, seven hundred and forty-three. 26 The children of Ramah and
Geba, six hundred and twenty-one. 27 The men of Michmas, a hundred and twenty-two.
28Themen of Beth-el and Ai, two hundred and twenty-three. 29The children of Nebo, fifty-
two. 30ThechildrenofMagbish, ahundredandfifty-six. 31Thechildrenof theotherElam, a
thousand, twohundredandfifty-four. 32The childrenofHarim, threehundredand twenty.
33 The children of Lod, Hadid, and Ono, seven hundred and twenty-five. 34 The children
of Jericho, three hundred and forty-five. 35 The children of Senaah, three thousand, six
hundred and thirty. 36 The priests: the children of Jedaiah, of the house of Jeshua, nine
hundred and seventy-three. 37 The children of Immer, a thousand and fifty-two. 38 The
children of Pashhur, a thousand, two hundred and forty-seven. 39 The children of Harim,
a thousand and seventeen. 40 The Levites: the children of Jeshua and Kadmiel, of the
childrenofHodaviah, seventy-four. 41Themusic-makers: thechildrenofAsaph, ahundred
and twenty-eight 42The childrenof the door-keepers: the childrenof Shallum, the children
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of Ater, the children of Talmon, the children of Akkub, the children of Hatita, the children
of Shobai, a hundred and thirty-nine. 43 The Nethinim: the children of Ziha, the children
of Hasupha, the children of Tabbaoth, 44 The children of Keros, the children of Siaha, the
children of Padon, 45 The children of Lebanah, the children of Hagabah, the children of
Akkub, 46 The children of Hagab, the children of Shamlai, the children of Hanan, 47 The
children of Giddel, the children of Gahar, the children of Reaiah, 48The children of Rezin,
the children of Nekoda, the children of Gazzam, 49 The children of Uzza, the children
of Paseah, the children of Besai, 50 The children of Asnah, the children of Meunim, the
children of Nephisim, 51The children of Bakbuk, the children of Hakupha, the children of
Harhur, 52 The children of Bazluth, the children of Mehida, the children of Harsha, 53 The
children of Barkos, the children of Sisera, the children of Temah, 54The children ofNeziah,
the children of Hatipha. 55 The children of Solomon's servants: the children of Sotai, the
children of Hassophereth, the children of Peruda, 56 The children of Jaalah, the children
of Darkon, the children of Giddel, 57 The children of Shephatiah, the children of Hattil,
the children of Pochereth-hazzebaim, the children of Ami. 58 All the Nethinim, and the
children of Solomon's servants, were three hundred and ninety-two. 59 And these were
the people who went up from Tel-melah, Tel-harsha, Cherub, Addan, and Immer. But
having no knowledge of their fathers' families or offspring, it was not certain that they
were Israelites; 60The children of Delaiah, the children of Tobiah, the children of Nekoda,
six hundred and fifty-two. 61And of the children of the priests: the children of Habaiah,
the children of Hakkoz, the children of Barzillai, whowasmarried to one of the daughters
of Barzillai theGileadite, and took their name. 62Theymade search for their record among
the lists of families, but their names were nowhere to be seen; so they were looked on as
unclean and no longer priests. 63 And the Tirshatha said that they were not to have the
most holy things for their food, till a priest came to give decision by Urim and Thummim.
64The number of all the people togetherwas forty-two thousand, three hundred and sixty,
65 As well as their men-servants and their women-servants, of whom there were seven
thousand, three hundred and thirty-seven: and they had two hundred men and women
to make music. 66 They had seven hundred and thirty-six horses, two hundred and forty-
five transport beasts, 67Four hundred and thirty-five camels, six thousand, seven hundred
and twenty asses. 68And some of the heads of families, when they came to the house of the
Lord which is in Jerusalem, gave freely of their wealth for the building up of the house of
God in its place: 69Every one, as he was able, gave for the work sixty-one thousand darics
of gold, five thousand pounds of silver and a hundred priests' robes. 70 So the priests and
the Levites and the people and themusic-makers and the door-keepers and the Nethinim,
took up their places in their towns; even all Israel in their towns.

3
1And when the seventh month came, and the children of Israel were in the towns, the

people came together like one man to Jerusalem. 2 Then Jeshua, the son of Jozadak, and
his brothers the priests, and Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, with his brothers, got up
and made the altar of the God of Israel for burned offerings as is recorded in the law of
Moses, theman of God. 3They put the altar on its base; for fearwas on thembecause of the
people of the countries: and they made burned offerings on it to the Lord, even burned
offeringsmorning and evening. 4And they kept the feast of tents, as it is recorded, making
the regular burned offerings every day by number, as it is ordered; for every day what
was needed. 5 And after that, the regular burned offering and the offerings for the new
moons and all the fixed feasts of the Lord which had been made holy, and the offering of
everyonewho freely gavehis offering to theLord. 6Fromthefirst dayof the seventhmonth
theymade a startwith the burned offerings, but the base of the Temple of the Lordhad still
not been put in its place. 7And they gave money to the stoneworkers and woodworkers;
and meat and drink and oil to the people of Zidon and of Tyre, for the transport of cedar-
trees from Lebanon to the sea, to Joppa, as Cyrus, king of Persia, had given them authority
to do. 8Now in the second year of their coming into the house of God in Jerusalem, in the
secondmonth, theworkwas taken inhandbyZerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua,
the son of Jozadak, and the rest of their brothers the priests and the Levites, and all those
who had come from the land where they were prisoners to Jerusalem: and theymade the
Levites, of twenty years old and over, responsible for overseeing the work of the house of
the Lord. 9Then Jeshua with his sons and his brothers, Kadmiel with his sons, the sons of
Hodaviah, together took up the work of overseeing the workmen in the house of God: the
sons of Henadad with their sons and their brothers, the Levites. 10Andwhen the builders
put in position the base of the Temple of the Lord, the priests, dressed in their robes, took
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their places with horns, and the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with brass instruments, to give
praise to the Lord in the way ordered by David, king of Israel. 11And they gave praise to
the Lord, answering one another in their songs and saying, For he is good, for his mercy
to Israel is eternal. And all the people gave a great cry of joy, when they gave praise to the
Lord, because the base of the Lord's house was put in place. 12But a number of the priests
andLevites and the heads of families, oldmenwhohad seen thefirst house,when the base
of this housewas put downbefore their eyes, were overcomewithweeping; and anumber
were crying out with joy: 13 So that in the ears of the people the cry of joy was mixed with
the sound of weeping; for the cries of the people were loud and came to the ears of those
whowere a long way off.

4
1Now news came to the haters of Judah and Benjamin that the people who had come

backwere building a Temple to the Lord, theGod of Israel; 2Then they came to Zerubbabel
and to the heads of families, and said to them, Let us take part in the building with you;
for we are servants of your God, even as you are; and we have been making offerings to
him from the days of Esar-haddon, king of Assyria, who put us here. 3 But Zerubbabel
and Jeshua and the rest of the heads of families in Israel said to them, You have no part
with us in the building of a house for our God; we ourselves will do the work together
for the Lord, the God of Israel, as Cyrus, king of Persia, has given us orders. 4 Then the
people of the landmade the hands of the people of Judah feeble, troubling themwith fear
in theirbuilding; 5And theygavepayment tomenwhomadedesignsagainst themandkept
them from effecting their purpose, all through the time of Cyrus, king of Persia, till Darius
becameking. 6And in the timeofAhasuerus,whenhefirst becameking, theyput on record
a statement against the people of Judah and Jerusalem. 7 And in the time of Artaxerxes,
Bishlam, Mithredath, Tabeel, and the rest of his friends, sent a letter to Artaxerxes, king
of Persia, writing it in the Aramaean writing and language. 8Rehum, the chief ruler, and
Shimshai the scribe, sent a letter against Jerusalem, toArtaxerxes the king; 9The letterwas
sent by Rehum, the chief ruler, and Shimshai the scribe and their friends; the Dinaites and
the Apharsathchites, the Tarpelites, the Apharsites, the Archevites, the Babylonians, the
Shushanchites, the Dehaites, the Elamites, 10 And the rest of the nations which the great
and noble Osnappar took over and put in Samaria and the rest of the country over the
river: 11 This is a copy of the letter which they sent to Artaxerxes the king: Your servants
living across the river send these words: 12We give news to the king that the Jews who
came fromyou have come to us at Jerusalem; they are building up again that uncontrolled
and evil town; the walls are complete and they are joining up the bases. 13 The king may
be certain that when the building of this town and its walls is complete, they will give no
tax or payment in goods or forced payments, and in the end it will be a cause of loss to
the kings. 14Now because we are responsible to the king, and it is not right for us to see
the king's honour damaged, we have sent to give the king word of these things, 15 So that
search may be made in the book of the records of your fathers: and you will see in the
book of the records that this town has been uncontrolled, and a cause of trouble to kings
and countries, and that therewere outbursts against authority there in the past: forwhich
reason the town was made waste. 16We give you word, that if the building of this town
and its walls is made complete, there will be an end of your power in the country across
the river. 17 Then the king sent an answer to Rehum, the chief ruler, and Shimshai the
scribe, and their friends living in Samaria, and to the rest of those across the river, saying,
Peace to you: 18And now the sense of the letter which you sent to us has been made clear
to me, 19 And I gave orders for a search to be made, and it is certain that in the past this
town has made trouble for kings, and that outbursts against authority have taken place
there. 20 Further, there have been great kings in Jerusalem, ruling over all the country
across the river, to whom they gave taxes and payments in goods and forced payments.
21Give an order now, that these men are to do nothing more, and that the building of the
town is to be stopped, till I give an order. 22 Be certain to do this with all care: do not let
trouble be increased to the king's damage. 23 Then, after reading the king's letter, Rehum
and Shimshai the scribe and their friends went quickly to Jerusalem, to the Jews, and had
them stopped by force. 24 So the work of the house of God at Jerusalem came to an end; so
it was stopped, till the second year of the rule of Darius, king of Persia.

5
1Now the prophets Haggai and Zechariah, the son of Iddo, were preaching to the Jews

in Judah and Jerusalem in the name of the God of Israel. 2 Then Zerubbabel, the son of
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Shealtiel, and Jeshua, the son of Jozadak, got up and made a start at building the house of
God at Jerusalem: and the prophets of God were with them, helping them. 3At the same
time, Tattenai, ruler of the land across the river, and Shethar-bozenai, and theirmen, came
to them and said, Who gave you orders to go on building this house and this wall? 4Then
they said these words to them: What are the names of the men who are at work on this
building? 5 But the eye of their God was on the chiefs of the Jews, and they did not make
themgiveupworking till thequestionhadbeenputbeforeDariusandananswerhadcome
by letter about it. 6This is a copyof the letterwhichTattenai, the ruler of the landacross the
river, and Shethar-bozenai and his friends the Apharsachites, living across the river, sent
to Darius the king: 7They sent him a letter saying, To Darius the king, all peace: 8This is to
give the kingword thatwewent into the land of Judah, to the house of the great God,which
is made of great stones, and has its walls supported with wood, and the work is going on
with industry, and they are doing it well. 9Thenwe said to themen responsible, who gave
you authority for the building of this house and these walls? 10And we made request for
their names, so that we might send you word, and give you the names of the men at the
head of them. 11 And they made answer to us, saying, We are the servants of the God of
heaven and earth, andwe are building the house which was put up in times long past and
was designed andmade complete by a great king of Israel. 12But when the God of heaven
was moved to wrath by our fathers, he gave them up into the hands of Nebuchadnezzar,
king of Babylon, the Chaldaean, who sent destruction on this house and took the people
away into Babylon. 13But in the first year of Cyrus, king of Babylon, Cyrus the king gave an
order for the building of this house of God; 14And the gold and silver vessels of the house
of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took from the Temple which was in Jerusalem, and put
into the house of his god in Babylon, these Cyrus the king took from the house of his god
in Babylon, and gave to one named Sheshbazzar, whom he hadmade ruler; 15And he said
to him, Go, take these vessels, and put them in the Temple in Jerusalem, and let the house
of God be put up again in its place. 16Then this same Sheshbazzar came and put the house
of God in Jerusalem on its bases: and from that time till now the building has been going
on, but it is still not complete. 17 So now, if it seems good to the king, let search be made in
the king's store-house at Babylon, to see if it is true that an order was given by Cyrus the
king for the building of this house of God at Jerusalem, and let the king send usword of his
pleasure in connection with this business.

6
1Then Darius the king gave an order and a searchwasmade in the house of the records,

where the things of valuewere storedup inBabylon. 2AndatAchmetha, in the great house
of the king in the land ofMedia, they came across a roll, inwhich this statementwas put on
record: 3 In the first year of Cyrus the king, Cyrus the king made an order: In connection
with the house of God at Jerusalem, let the house be put up, the place where they make
offerings, and let the earth for the bases be put in place; let it be sixty cubits high and sixty
cubits wide; 4With three lines of great stones and one line of new wood supports; and let
the necessary money be given out of the king's store-house; 5 And let the gold and silver
vessels from the house of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took from the Temple at Jerusalem
to Babylon, be given back and taken again to the Temple at Jerusalem, every one in its
place, and put them in the house of God. 6 So now, Tattenai, ruler of the land across the
river, and Shethar-bozenai and your people the Apharsachites across the river, keep far
from that place: 7Let thework of this house of God go on; let the ruler of the Jews and their
responsiblemenput up this house ofGod in its place. 8Further, I give orders as towhat you
are to do for the responsiblemen of the Jews in connectionwith the building of this house
of God: that from the king's wealth, that is, from the taxes got together in the land over the
river, the money needed is to be given to these men readily, so that their work may not be
stopped. 9Andwhatever they have need of, young oxen and sheep and lambs, for burned
offerings to the God of heaven, grain, salt, wine, and oil, whatever the priests in Jerusalem
say is necessary, is to be given to them day by day regularly: 10 So that they may make
offerings of a sweet smell to the God of heaven, with prayers for the life of the king and of
his sons. 11And I have given orders that if anyone makes any change in this word, one of
the supports is to be pulled out of his house, and he is to be lifted up and fixed to it; and
his house is to bemadewaste for this; 12Andmay the Godwho hasmade it a resting-place
for his name send destruction on all kings and peoples whose hands are outstretched to
make any change in this or to do damage to this house of God at Jerusalem. I, Darius, have
given this order, let it be donewith all care. 13Then Tattenai, the ruler across the river, and
Shethar-bozenai and their people, because of the order given byKingDarius, did as he had
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said with all care. 14And the responsiblemen of the Jewswent onwith their building, and
didwell, helpedby the teaching ofHaggai theprophet andZechariah, the sonof Iddo. They
went on building till it was complete, in keepingwith theword of the God of Israel, and the
orders given by Cyrus, and Darius, and Artaxerxes, king of Persia. 15And the building of
this house was complete on the third day of the month Adar, in the sixth year of the rule
of Darius the king. 16And the children of Israel, the priests and the Levites, and the rest of
thosewhohad comeback, kept the feast of the opening of this house ofGodwith joy. 17And
they gave as offerings at the opening of this house of God a hundred oxen, two hundred
sheep, four hundred lambs; and for a sin-offering for all Israel, twelve he-goats, being the
number of the tribes of Israel. 18And they put the priests in their divisions and the Levites
in their order, for the worship of God at Jerusalem; as it is recorded in the book of Moses.
19And the children of Israel who had come back kept the Passover on the fourteenth day
of the first month. 20 For the priests and the Levites had made themselves clean together;
they were all clean: and they put the Passover lamb to death for all those who had come
back, and for their brothers the priests and for themselves. 21And the children of Israel,
who had come back, and all those who were joined to them, after separating themselves
from the evil ways of the people of the land to become the servants of the Lord, the God
of Israel, took food together, 22And kept the feast of unleavened bread for seven days with
joy: for the Lord had made them full of joy, by turning the heart of the king of Assyria to
them to give them help in the work of the house of God, the God of Israel.

7
1Nowafter these things,whenArtaxerxeswaskingofPersia, Ezra, the sonofSeraiah, the

son of Azariah, the son ofHilkiah, 2The son of Shallum, the son of Zadok, the son of Ahitub,
3 The son of Amariah, the son of Azariah, the son of Meraioth, 4 The son of Zerahiah, the
son of Uzzi, the son of Bukki, 5The son of Abishua, the son of Phinehas, the son of Eleazar,
the son of Aaron the chief priest: 6 This Ezra went up from Babylon; and he was a scribe,
expert in the lawofMoseswhich theLord, theGodof Israel, hadgiven: and theking,moved
by the Lord his God, gave him whatever he made request for. 7And some of the children
of Israel went up, with some of the priests and the Levites and the music-makers and the
door-keepers and the Nethinim, to Jerusalem, in the seventh year of Artaxerxes the king.
8And he came to Jerusalem in the fifth month, in the seventh year of the king's rule. 9For,
starting his journey fromBabylon on the first day of the firstmonth, he came to Jerusalem
on the first day of the fifth month, by the good help of his God. 10 For Ezra had given his
mind to learning the law of the Lord and doing it, and to teaching his rules and decisions
in Israel. 11Now this is a copy of the letter which King Artaxerxes gave to Ezra, the priest
and the scribe,whoput intowriting thewords of the orders of the Lord, and of his rules for
Israel: 12Artaxerxes, king of kings, to Ezra thepriest, scribe of the lawof theGodof heaven,
all peace; 13And now it is my order that all those of the people of Israel, and their priests
and Levites in my kingdom, who are ready and have a desire to go to Jerusalem, are to go
with you. 14 Because you are sent by the king and his seven wise men, to get knowledge
about Judah and Jerusalem, as you are ordered by the law of your God which is in your
hand; 15 And to take with you the silver and gold freely offered by the king and his wise
men to the God of Israel, whose Temple is in Jerusalem, 16Aswell as all the silver and gold
which you get from the land of Babylon, togetherwith the offering of the people and of the
priests, freely given for the house of their God,which is in Jerusalem: 17Sowith thismoney
get with care oxen, sheep, and lambs, with their meal offerings and their drink offerings,
to be offered on the altar of the house of your God, which is in Jerusalem. 18Andwhatever
seems right to you and to your brothers to dowith the rest of the silver and gold, that do, as
may be pleasing to your God. 19And the vessels which have been given to you for the uses
of the house of your God, you are to give to the God of Jerusalem. 20Andwhatevermore is
needed for the house of your God, and which youmay have to give, take it from the king's
store-house. 21 And I, even I, Artaxerxes the king, now give orders to all keepers of the
king's money across the river, that whatever Ezra the priest, the scribe of the law of the
God of heaven, may have need of from you, is to be done with all care, 22Up to a hundred
talents of silver, a hundredmeasures of grain, a hundredmeasures ofwine, and ahundred
measures of oil, and salt without measure. 23Whatever is ordered by the God of heaven,
let it be done completely for the house of theGod of heaven; so that theremaynot bewrath
against the kingdom of the king and his sons. 24 In addition, we make it clear to you, that
it will be against the law to put any tax or payment in goods or forced payment on any of
the priests or Levites, the music-makers, door-keepers, Nethinim, or any servants of this
house of God. 25Andyou, Ezra, by thewisdomof yourGodwhich is in you, are to put rulers
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and judges to have authority over all the people across the river who have knowledge of
the laws of your God; and you are to give teaching to himwho has no knowledge of them.
26And if anyone does not keep the law of your God and the law of the king, take care that
punishment is given to him, by death or by driving him fromhis country or by taking away
his goods or by putting him in prison. 27Praise be to the Lord, the God of our fathers, who
has put such a thing into the heart of the king, to make fair the house of the Lord which is
in Jerusalem; 28Andhas givenmercy tomebefore the king andhis government andbefore
all the king's great captains. And Iwasmade strong by the hand of the LordmyGodwhich
was onme, and I got together out of Israel chief men to go up withme.

8
1 Now these are the heads of families who were listed of those who went up with me

from Babylon, when Artaxerxes was king. 2Of the sons of Phinehas, Gershom; of the sons
of Ithamar, Daniel; of the sons of David, Hattush; 3Of the sons of Shecaniah; of the sons
of Parosh, Zechariah; and with him were listed a hundred and fifty males. 4Of the sons
of Pahath-moab, Eliehoenai, the son of Zerahiah; and with him two hundred males. 5Of
the sons of Shecaniah, the son of Jahaziel; and with him three hundred males. 6 And of
the sons of Adin, Ebed, the son of Jonathan; and with him fifty males. 7 And of the sons
of Elam, Jeshaiah; the son of Athaliah; and with him seventy males. 8And of the sons of
Shephatiah, Zebadiah, the son ofMichael; andwith him eightymales. 9Of the sons of Joab,
Obadiah, the son of Jehiel; and with him two hundred and eighteen males. 10And of the
sons of Shelomith, the son of Josiphiah; andwith him a hundred and sixtymales. 11And of
the sons of Bebai, Zechariah, the son of Bebai; and with him twenty-eight males. 12And of
the sons of Azgad, Johanan, the son of Hakkatan; and with him a hundred and ten males.
13Andof the sons ofAdonikam, the last,whosenameswereEliphelet, Jeuel, andShemaiah;
and with them sixty males. 14And of the sons of Bigvai, Uthai and Zabbud; and with them
seventy males. 15And I made them come together by the river flowing to Ahava; and we
were there in tents for three days: and after viewing the people and the priests I saw that
no sons of Leviwere there. 16Then I sent for Eliezer andAriel and Shemaiah and Elnathan
Jarib and Elnathan and Nathan and Zechariah and Meshullam, all responsible men; and
for Joiarib and Elnathan, who were wise men. 17And I sent them to Iddo the chief at the
place Casiphia, and gave them orders what to say to Iddo and his brothers the Nethinim
at the place Casiphia, so that they might come back to us with men to do the work of the
house of ourGod. 18Andby the help of ourGod they got for us Ish-sechel, one of the sons of
Mahli, the sonofLevi, the sonof Israel; andSherebiahwithhis sonsandbrothers, eighteen;
19 And Hashabiah, and with him Jeshaiah of the sons of Merari, his brothers and their
sons, twenty; 20And of the Nethinim, to whomDavid and the captains had given the work
of helping the Levites, two hundred and twenty Nethinim, all of them specially named.
21Then I gave orders for a time of going without food, there by the river Ahava, so that we
might make ourselves low before our God in prayer, requesting from him a straight way
for us and for our little ones and for all our substance. 22For I would not, for shame, make
request to the king for a band of armed men and horsemen to give us help against those
who might make attacks on us on the way: for we had said to the king, The hand of our
God is on his servants for good, but his power and his wrath are against all those who are
turnedaway fromhim. 23Sowewentwithout food, requestingourGod for this: andhis ear
was open to our prayer. 24So I put on one side twelve of the chiefs of the priests, Sherebiah,
Hashabiah, and ten of their brothers with them, 25And gave to them by weight the silver
and the gold and the vessels, all the offering for the house of our God which the king and
his wise men and his captains and all Israel there present had given: 26Measuring into
their hands six hundred and fifty talents of silver, and silver vessels, a hundred talents'
weight, and a hundred talents of gold, 27And twenty gold basins, of a thousand darics, and
two vessels of the best bright brass, equal in value to gold. 28And I said to them, You are
holy to the Lord and the vessels are holy: and the silver and the gold are an offering freely
given to the Lord, the God of your fathers. 29 Take care of them and keep them, till you
put them on the scales before the chiefs of the priests and the Levites and the chiefs of the
families of Israel, in Jerusalem, in the rooms of the house of the Lord. 30 So the priests and
the Levites took the weight of silver and gold and the vessels, to take them to Jerusalem
into the house of our God. 31 Then we went away from the river of Ahava on the twelfth
day of the first month, to go to Jerusalem; and the hand of our God was on us, and he gave
us salvation from our haters and those who were waiting to make an attack on us by the
way. 32Andwe came to Jerusalem andwere there for three days. 33And on the fourth day,
the silver and the gold and the vessels were measured out by weight in the house of our
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God into the hands of Meremoth, the son of Uriah, the priest; and with him was Eleazar,
the son of Phinehas; andwith themwere Jozabad, the son of Jeshua, and Noadiah, the son
of Binnui, the Levites; 34All was handed over by number and by weight: and the weight
was put on record at that time. 35And those who had been prisoners, who had come back
from a strange land, made burned offerings to the God of Israel, twelve oxen for all Israel,
ninety-sixmale sheep, seventy-seven lambs, twelve he-goats for a sin-offering: all thiswas
a burned offering to the Lord. 36And they gave the king's orders to the king's captains and
the rulers across the river, and they gave the people and the house of God the help which
was needed.

9
1 Now after these things were done, the captains came to me and said, The people of

Israel and the priests and Levites have not kept themselves separate from the people of
the lands, but have taken part in the disgusting ways of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the
Perizzites, the Jebusites, the Ammonites, the Moabites, the Egyptians, and the Amorites.
2 For they have taken their daughters for themselves and for their sons, so that the holy
seed has beenmixedwith the peoples of the lands; and in fact the captains and rulers have
been the first to do this evil. 3And hearing this, with signs of grief and pulling out the hair
ofmy head andmy chin, I tookmy seat on the earth deeply troubled. 4Then everyonewho
went in fear of the words of the God of Israel, because of the sin of those who had come
back, came together to me; and I kept where I was, overcome with grief, till the evening
offering. 5And at the evening offering, having made myself low before God, I got up, and
with signs of grief, falling down onmy knees, withmy hands stretched out to the Lordmy
God, 6 I said, O my God, shame keeps me from lifting up my face to you, my God: for our
sins are increasedhigher thanourheads andour evil-doinghas comeup toheaven. 7From
the days of our fathers till this day we have been great sinners; and for our sins, we and
our kings and our priests have been given up into the hands of the kings of the lands, to
the sword and to prison and to loss of goods and to shame of face, as it is this day. 8And
now for a little time grace has come to us from the Lord our God, to let a small band of us
get free and to give us a nail in his holy place, so that our God may give light to our eyes
and a measure of new life in our prison chains. 9 For we are servants; but our God has
not been turned away from us in our prison, but has had mercy on us before the eyes of
the kings of Persia, to give us new strength to put up again the house of our God and to
make fair its waste places, and to give us a wall in Judah and Jerusalem. 10 And now, O
our God, what are we to say after this? for we have not kept your laws, 11Which you gave
to your servants the prophets, saying, The land into which you are going, to take it for a
heritage, is an unclean land, because of the evil lives of the peoples of the land and their
disgustingways, which havemade the landunclean fromend to end. 12So nowdonot give
your daughters to their sons or take their daughters for your sons or do anything for their
peace or well-being for ever; so that youmay be strong, living on the good of the land, and
handing it on to your children for a heritage for ever. 13And after everything which has
come on us because of our evil-doing and our great sin, and seeing that the punishment
which you, O God, have given us, is less than the measure of our sins, and that you have
kept fromdeath those of uswho are here; 14Arewe again to go against your orders, taking
wives from among the people who do these disgusting things? would you not be angry
with us till our destruction was complete, till there was not one who got away safe? 15O
Lord God of Israel, righteousness is yours; we are only a small band which has been kept
from death, as at this day: see, we are before you in our sin; for no onemay keep his place
before you because of this.

10
1 Now while Ezra was making his prayer and his statement of wrongdoing, weeping

and falling down before the house of God, a very great number of men and women and
childrenoutof Israel came together roundhim: for thepeoplewereweepingbitterly. 2And
Shecaniah, the sonof Jehiel, one of the sons of Elam, answering, said to Ezra,Wehavedone
evil against ourGod, andhave takenasourwives strangewomenof thepeoplesof the land:
but still there is hope for Israel in this question. 3Let us nowmake an agreement with our
God to put away all thewives and all their children, if it seems right tomy lord and to those
whogo in fear of thewordsof ourGod; and let it bedone inkeepingwith the law. 4Up, now!
for this is your business, andwe arewith you; take heart and do it. 5Then Ezra got up, and
made the chiefs of the priests and the Levites and all Israel take an oath that they would
do this. So they took an oath. 6 Then Ezra got up from before the house of God and went
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into the room of Jehohanan, the son of Eliashib; but when he came there, he took no food
or drink, for he was sorrowing for the sin of those who had come back. 7And they made
a public statement through all Judah and Jerusalem, to all those who had come back, that
they were to come together to Jerusalem; 8And that if anyone did not come before three
days were past, as ordered by the rulers and the responsible men, all his goods would be
put under the curse, and he himself would be cut off from the meeting of the people who
had come back. 9 Then all the men of Judah and Benjamin came together to Jerusalem
before three days were past; it was the ninth month, on the twentieth day of the month;
and all the people were seated in the wide square in front of the house of God, shaking
with fear because of this business and because of the great rain. 10And Ezra the priest got
tohis feet and said to them, Youhavedonewrongand takenstrangewomen foryourwives,
so increasing the sin of Israel. 11 So now, give praise to the Lord, the God of your fathers,
and do his pleasure; andmake yourselves separate from the peoples of the land and from
the strange women. 12Then all the people, answering, said with a loud voice, As you have
said, so it is right for us to do. 13But the number of people is great, and it is a time of much
rain; it is not possible for us to go on waiting outside, and this is not a thing which may be
done in one day or even two: for our sin in this business is great. 14So now let our rulers be
representatives for all the people, and let all those in our townswhoaremarried to strange
women come at fixed times, and with them the responsible men and the judges of every
town, till the burning wrath of our God is turned away from us, and this has been done.
15 Only Jonathan, the son of Asahel, and Jahzeiah, the son of Tikvah, were against this,
Meshullam and Shabbethai the Levite supporting them. 16 So those who had come back
did so. And Ezra the priest, with certain heads of families, by their fathers' families, all of
them by their names, were marked out; and on the first day of the tenth month they took
their places to go into the questionwith care. 17And they got to the end of all themenwho
weremarried to strangewomenby thefirstdayof thefirstmonth. 18Andamong the sonsof
the priests whoweremarried to strange womenwere these: of the sons of Jeshua, the son
of Jozadakandhisbrothers,MaaseiahandEliezerand JaribandGedaliah. 19And theygave
their word that they would put away their wives; and for their sin, they gave an offering
of a male sheep of the flock. 20And of the sons of Immer, Hanani and Zebadiah. 21And of
the sons of Harim,Maaseiah and Elijah and Shemaiah and Jehiel and Uzziah. 22And of the
sons of Pashhur, Elioenai, Maaseiah, Ishmael, Nethanel, Jozabad, and Elasah. 23And of the
Levites, Jozabad, and Shimei, and Kelaiah (that is Kelita), Pethahiah, Judah, and Eliezer.
24And of themusic-makers, Eliashib; and of the door-keepers, Shallumand TelemandUri.
25 And of Israel, the sons of Parosh, Ramiah and Izziah and Malchijah and Mijamin and
Eleazar andMalchijah and Benaiah. 26And of the sons of Elam,Mattaniah, Zechariah, and
Jehiel and Abdi and Jeremoth and Elijah. 27 And of the sons of Zattu, Elioenai, Eliashib,
Mattaniah, and Jeremoth and Zabad and Aziza. 28 And of the sons of Bebai, Jehohanan,
Hananiah, Zabbai, Athlai. 29 And of the sons of Bani, Meshullam, Malluch, and Adaiah,
Jashub and Sheal, Jeremoth. 30And of the sons of Pahath-moab, Adna and Chelal, Benaiah,
Maaseiah, Mattaniah, Bezalel and Binnui and Manasseh. 31 And of the sons of Harim,
Eliezer, Isshijah, Malchijah, Shemaiah, Shimeon, 32 Benjamin, Malluch, Shemariah. 33Of
the sons of Hashum, Mattenai, Mattattah, Zabad, Eliphelet, Jeremai, Manasseh, Shimei.
34Of the sons of Bani, Maadai, Amram, and Uel, 35 Benaiah, Bedeiah, Cheluhi, 36 Vaniah,
Meremoth, Eliashib, 37Mattaniah, Mattenai, and Jaasu, 38 And Bani and Binnui, Shimei;
39 And Shelemiah and Nathan and Adaiah, 40 Machnadebai, Shashai, Sharai, 41 Azarel
and Shelemiah, Shemariah, 42 Shallum, Amariah, Joseph. 43 Of the sons of Nebo, Jeiel,
Mattithiah, Zabad, Zebina, Iddo, and Joel, Benaiah. 44All these had taken strange wives;
and some of them hadwives by whom they had offspring.
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The Book of
Nehemiah

1The history ofNehemiah, the son ofHacaliah. Now it came about, in themonth Chislev,
in the twentieth year, when I was in Shushan, the king's town, 2 That Hanani, one of my
brothers, came with certain men from Judah; and in answer to my request for news of
the Jews who had been prisoners and had got away, and of Jerusalem, 3 They said to me,
The small band of Jews now living there in the land are in great trouble and shame: the
wall of Jerusalem has been broken down, and its doorways burned with fire. 4Then, after
hearing thesewords, for some days I gavemyself up toweeping and sorrow, seated on the
earth; and takingno food Imadeprayer to theGodof heaven, 5And said, OLord, theGodof
heaven, the great God, greatly to be feared, keeping faith andmercy with those who have
love for him and are true to his laws: 6 Let your ear now take note and let your eyes be
open, so that you may give ear to the prayer of your servant, which I make before you at
this time, day and night, for the children of Israel, your servants, while I put before you
the sins of the children of Israel, which we have done against you: truly, I andmy father's
people are sinners. 7Wehave done greatwrong against you, and have not kept the orders,
the rules, and the decisions, which you gave to your servantMoses. 8Keep inmind, OLord,
the order you gave your servantMoses, saying, If you dowrong I will send youwandering
among the peoples: 9But if you come back tome and keepmy orders and do them, even if
those of you who have been forced out are living in the farthest parts of heaven, I will get
them from there, and take themback to the placemarkedout byme for the resting-place of
myname. 10Now these are your servants and your people, whomyouhavemade yours by
your great power and by your strong hand. 11O Lord, let your ear take note of the prayer
of your servant, and of the prayers of your servants, who take delight inworshipping your
name: give help, O Lord, to your servant this day, and let himhavemercy in the eyes of this
man. (Now I was the king's wine-servant.)

2
1 And it came about in the month Nisan, in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes the king,

when wine was before him, that I took up the wine and gave it to the king. Now I had
never before been sad when the king was present. 2And the king said to me, Why is your
face sad, seeing that you are not ill? this is nothing but sorrow of heart. Then I was full of
fear; 3And said to the king, May the king be living for ever: is it not natural for my face to
be sad, when the town, the placewhere the bodies ofmy fathers are at rest, has beenmade
waste and its doorways burned with fire? 4Then the king said to me,What is your desire?
So I made prayer to the God of heaven. 5And I said to the king, If it is the king's pleasure,
and if your servant has your approval, send me to Judah, to the town where the bodies of
my fathers are at rest, so that I may take in hand the building of it. 6And the king said to
me (the queen being seated by his side), How long will your journey take, and when will
you come back? So the kingwas pleased to sendme, and I gave him a fixed time. 7Further,
I said to the king, If it is the king's pleasure, let letters be given to me for the rulers across
the river, so that they may let me go through till I come to Judah; 8And a letter to Asaph,
the keeper of the king's park, so that hemay givemewood tomake boards for the doors of
the tower of the house, and for thewall of the town, and for the housewhich is to bemine.
And the king gaveme this, for the hand ofmyGodwas onme. 9Then I came to the rulers of
the lands across the river and gave them the king's letters. Now the king had sent withme
captains of the army andhorsemen. 10And Sanballat theHoronite and Tobiah the servant,
the Ammonite, hearing of it, were greatly troubled because a man had come to the help
of the children of Israel. 11 So I came to Jerusalem and was there three days. 12And in the
night I got up, taking with me a small band of men; I said nothing to anyman of what God
hadput intomyheart to do for Jerusalem: and I hadnobeastwithmebut the one onwhich
I was seated. 13And I went out by night, through the doorway of the valley, and past the
dragon's water-spring as far as the place where wastematerial was put, viewing the walls
of Jerusalem which were broken down, and the doorways which had been burned with
fire. 14Then I went on to the door of the fountain and to the king's pool: but there was no
room formybeast to get through. 15Then in the night, Iwent up by the stream, viewing the
wall; then turning back, I went in by the door in the valley, and so came back. 16And the
chiefs had no knowledge of where I had been or what I was doing; and I had not then said
anything to the Jews or to the priests or the great ones or the chiefs or the rest of thosewho
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were doing the work. 17Then I said to them, You see what a bad condition we are in; how
Jerusalem is a waste, and its doorways burnedwith fire: come, let us get to work, building
up thewall of Jerusalem, so thatwemay no longer be put to shame. 18Then I gave theman
account of how the hand ofmy Godwas onme, helpingme; and of the king's words which
he had said to me. And they said, Let us get to work on the building. So they made their
hands strong for the good work. 19But Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the servant, the
Ammonite, and Geshem the Arabian, hearing of it, made sport of us, laughing at us and
saying, What are you doing? will you go against the king? 20Then answering them I said,
TheGod of heaven, hewill be our help; sowe his servantswill go onwith our building: but
you have no part or right or any name in Jerusalem.

3
1 Then Eliashib, the chief priest, got up with his brothers the priests, and took in hand

the building of the sheep doorway; they made it holy and put its doors in position; as far
as the tower of Hammeah they made it holy, even to the tower of Hananel. 2 And by his
side the men of Jericho were building. And after them, Zaccur, the son of Imri. 3The sons
of Hassenaah were the builders of the fish doorway; they put its boards in place and put
up its doors, with their locks and rods. 4By their side Meremoth, the son of Uriah, the son
of Hakkoz, was making good the walls. Then Meshullam, the son of Berechiah, the son of
Meshezabel; and by him, Zadok, the son of Baana. 5Near them, the Tekoites were at work;
but their chiefs did not put their necks to thework of their Lord. 6 Joiada, the son of Paseah,
and Meshullam, the son of Besodeiah, made good the old doorway; they put its boards in
place and put up its doors, with their locks and rods. 7By their sidewereworkingMelatiah
the Gibeonite and Jadon the Meronothite, the men of Gibeon and of Mizpah from the seat
of the ruler across the river. 8Near themwasworkingUzziel, the sonofHarhaiah, the gold-
worker. And by himwas Hananiah, one of the perfume-makers, building up Jerusalem as
far as the wide wall. 9Near them was working Rephaiah, the son of Hur, the ruler of half
Jerusalem. 10 By his side was Jedaiah, the son of Harumaph, opposite his house. And by
him was Hattush, the son of Hashabneiah. 11Malchijah, the son of Harim, and Hasshub,
the sonof Pahath-moab,wereworking onanother part, and the tower of the ovens. 12Near
them was Shallum, the son of Hallohesh, the ruler of half Jerusalem, with his daughters.
13Hanun and the people of Zanoahwereworking on the doorway of the valley; they put it
upandputup its doors,with their locks and rods, anda thousandcubits ofwall as far as the
doorway where the waste material was placed. 14And Malchijah, the son of Rechab, the
ruler of the division of Beth-haccherem, made good the doorway of the waste, building it
up and putting up its doors, with their locks and rods. 15And Shallun, the son of Col-hozeh,
the ruler of the division of Mizpah, made good the doorway of the fountain, building it
up and covering it and putting up its doors, with their locks and rods, with the wall of the
pool of Shelah by the king's garden, as far as the steps which go down from the town of
David. 16By his side wasworking Nehemiah, the son of Azbuk, ruler of half the division of
Beth-zur, as far as the place opposite the last resting-places of David's family, and the pool
which was made and the house of the men of war. 17 Then came the Levites, Rehum, the
son of Bani. By his sidewasworking Hashabiah, ruler of half the division of Keilah, for his
division. 18After him were working their brothers, Bavvai, the son of Henadad, ruler of
half the division of Keilah. 19And by his sidewasworking Ezer, the son of Jeshua, the ruler
ofMizpah,makinggoodanotherpartopposite thewayup to thestoreofarmsat the turning
of thewall. 20After himBaruch, the son of Zabbai, was hard atwork on another part, from
the turning of the wall to the door of the house of Eliashib, the chief priest. 21 After him
Meremoth, the son of Uriah, the son of Hakkoz, was working on another part, from the
door of the house of Eliashib as far as the end of his house. 22After himwere working the
priests, themen of the lowland. 23After them came Benjamin andHasshub, opposite their
house. After them Azariah, the son of Maaseiah, the son of Ananiah, made good the wall
by the house where he himself was living. 24After him Binnui, the son of Henadad, was
workingonanotherpart, from thehouseofAzariahas far as the turningof thewall and the
angle. 25Palal, the son of Uzai, made good thewall opposite the angle and the towerwhich
comes out from the higher part of the king's house, by the open space of the watch. After
himwas Pedaiah, the son of Parosh. 26 (Now the Nethinimwere living in the Ophel, as far
as the place facing thewater doorway to the east, and the towerwhich comes out.) 27After
him the Tekoites were making good another part, opposite the great tower which comes
out, and up to thewall of theOphel. 28Further on, past the horse doorway, the priestswere
atwork, every one opposite his house. 29After themZadok, the son of Immer, wasworking
opposite his house. And after him Shemaiah, the son of Shecaniah, the keeper of the east
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door. 30 After him Hananiah, the son of Shelemiah, and Hanun, the sixth son of Zalaph,
were making good another part. After him Meshullam, the son of Berechiah, made good
thewall oppositehis room. 31AfterhimMalchijah, oneof the gold-workers to theNethinim
and the traders, made good the wall opposite the doorway of Hammiphkad and as far as
the way up to the angle. 32And between the way up to the angle and the sheep door, the
gold-workers and the traders made good the wall.

4
1 Now, Sanballat, hearing that we were building the wall, was very angry, and in his

wrath made sport of the Jews. 2 And in the hearing of his countrymen and the army of
Samaria he said, What are these feeble Jews doing? will they make themselves strong?
will they make offerings? will they get the work done in a day? will they make the stones
which have been burned come again out of the dust? 3 Now Tobiah the Ammonite was
by him, and he said, Such is their building that if a fox goes up it, their stone wall will be
broken down. 4Give ear, O our God, for we are looked down on: let their words of shame
be turned back on themselves, and let them be given up to wasting in a land where they
are prisoners: 5Let not theirwrongdoingbe coveredor their sinwashedaway frombefore
you: for they havemade you angry before the builders. 6Sowewent on building the wall;
and all the wall was joined together half-way up: for the people were working hard. 7But
when it came to the ears of Sanballat and Tobiah and the Arabians and the Ammonites
and the Ashdodites, that the building of the walls of Jerusalemwas going forward and the
broken placeswere beingmade good, theywere full ofwrath; 8And theymade designs, all
of them together, to come and make an attack on Jerusalem, causing trouble there. 9 But
we made our prayer to God, and had men on watch against them day and night because
of them. 10And Judah said, The strength of the workmen is giving way, and there is much
waste material; it is impossible for us to put up the wall. 11 And those who were against
us said, Without their knowledge and without their seeing us, we will come among them
and put them to death, causing the work to come to a stop. 12And it came about that when
the Jews who were living near them came, they said to us ten times, From all directions
they are coming against us. 13 So in the lowest part of the space at the back of the walls,
in the open places, I put the people by families, with their swords, their spears, and their
bows. 14And after looking, I got up and said to the great ones and to the chiefs and to the
rest of the people, Have no fear of them: keep inmind the Lordwho is great and greatly to
be feared, and take up arms for your brothers, your sons, and your daughters, your wives
and your houses. 15And when it came to the ears of those who were against us, that we
had knowledge of their designs and that God hadmade their purpose come to nothing, we
all went back to the wall, everyone to his work 16And from that time, half of my servants
were doing their part of the work, and half kept the spears and body-covers and the bows
and the metal war-dresses; and the chiefs were at the back of the men of Judah. 17 Those
whowere building thewall and thosewhoweremovingmaterial did their part, everyone
workingwith one hand, with his spear in the other; 18Every builder wasworkingwith his
sword at his side. And by my side was a man for sounding the horn. 19And I said to the
great ones and the chiefs and the rest of the people, The work is great and widely spaced
and we are far away from one another on the wall: 20Wherever you may be when the
horn is sounded, come here to us; our God will be fighting for us. 21 So we went on with
thework: and half of themhad spears in their hands from the dawn of themorning till the
stars were seen. 22And at the same time I said to the people, Let everyonewith his servant
come inside Jerusalem for the night, so that at night theymay keepwatch for us, and go on
working by day. 23So not one of us, I or my brothers ormy servants or the watchmenwho
were withme, took off his clothing, everyone went armed to the water.

5
1 Then there was a great outcry from the people and their wives against their country-

men the Jews. 2For therewere somewho said,We, our sons and our daughters, are a great
number: let us get grain, so that we may have food for our needs. 3And there were some
who said, We are giving our fields and our vine-gardens and our houses for debt: let us
get grain becausewe are in need. 4And therewere others who said,We have given up our
fields and our vine-gardens to get money for the king's taxes. 5But our flesh is the same as
the flesh of our countrymen, and our children as their children: and now we are giving
our sons and daughters into the hands of others, to be their servants, and some of our
daughters are servants even now: and we have no power to put a stop to it; for other men
have our fields and our vine-gardens. 6And on hearing their outcry and what they said I
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was very angry. 7And after turning it over in my mind, I made a protest to the chiefs and
the rulers, and said to them, Every one of you is taking interest from his countryman. And
I got together a great meeting of protest. 8And I said to them,We have given whatever we
were able to give, tomake our brothers the Jews free, whowere servants and prisoners of
the nations: andwould you now give up your brothers for a price, and are they to become
our property? Then they said nothing, answering not a word. 9 And I said, What you
are doing is not good: is it not the more necessary for you to go in the fear of our God,
because of the shame which the nations may put on us? 10 Even I and my servants have
been taking interest for the money and the grain we have let them have. So now, let us
give up this thing. 11Give back to them this very day their fields, their vine-gardens, their
olive-gardens, and their houses, as well as a hundredth part of the money and the grain
and the wine and the oil which you have taken from them. 12Then they said, We will give
them back, and take nothing for them; we will do as you say. Then I sent for the priests
andmade them take an oath that they would keep this agreement. 13And shaking out the
folds of my robe, I said, Somay God send out from his house and his work everymanwho
does not keep this agreement; even so let him be sent out andmade as nothing. And all the
meeting of the people said, So be it, and gave praise to the Lord. And the people did as they
had said. 14Now from the time when I was made ruler of the people in the land of Judah,
from the twentieth year till the thirty-second year of Artaxerxes the king, for twelve years,
I andmy servants have never taken the foodwhichwas the right of the ruler. 15But earlier
rulers who were before me made the people responsible for their upkeep, and took from
them bread and wine at the rate of forty shekels of silver; and even their servants were
lords over the people: but I did not do so, because of the fear of God. 16And I kept on with
the work of this wall, and we got no land for ourselves: and all my servants were helping
with the work. 17Andmore than this, a hundred and fifty of the Jews and the rulers were
guests at my table, in addition to those who came to us from the nations round about us.
18Now the foodmade ready for one daywas one ox and six fat sheep, as well as fowls; and
once in ten days a store of all sorts ofwine: but all the same, I did not take the food towhich
the ruler had a right, because the peoplewere crushed under a hard yoke. 19Keep inmind,
Omy God, for my good, all I have done for this people.

6
1Now when word was given to Sanballat and Tobiah and to Geshem the Arabian and

to the rest of our haters, that I had done the building of the wall and that there were no
more broken places in it (though even then I had not put up the doors in the doorways);
2 Sanballat and Geshem sent to me saying, Come, let us have a meeting in one of the little
towns in the lowland of Ono. But their purposewas to dome evil. 3And I sentmen to them
saying, I amdoingagreatwork, so that it is notpossible forme to comedown: is thework to
be stoppedwhile I go away from it and comedown to you? 4And four times they sent tome
in thisway, and I sent them the same answer. 5Then Sanballat sent his servant tome afifth
timewith anopen letter inhis hand; 6And in it thesewordswere recorded: It is said among
the nations, andGeshem says so, that you and the Jews are hoping tomake yourselves free
from the king's authority; and that this is why you are building the wall: and they say that
it is your purpose to be their king; 7And that you have prophets preaching about you in
Jerusalem, and saying, There is a king in Judah: now an account of these things will be
sent to the king. So come now, and let us have a discussion. 8Then I sent to him, saying, No
such things as you say are being done, they are only a fiction you have made up yourself.
9For theywere hoping to put fear in us, saying, Their handswill become feeble and give up
thework so that itmay not get done. But now, OGod,makemy hands strong. 10And Iwent
to the house of Shemaiah, the son of Delaiah, the son of Mehetabel, who was shut up; and
he said, Let us have a meeting in the house of God, inside the Temple, and let the doors be
shut: for they will come to put you to death; truly, in the night they will come to put you to
death. 11And I said, Am I the sort of man to go in flight? what man, in my position, would
go into the Temple to keep himself safe? I will not go in. 12Then it became clear to me that
God had not sent him: he had given this word of a prophet againstme himself: and Tobiah
and Sanballat had given himmoney to do so. 13For this reason they had given himmoney,
in order that I might be overcome by fear and do what he said and do wrong, and so they
would have reason to say evil about me and put shame onme. 14Keep inmind, Omy God,
Tobiah and Sanballat and what they did, and Noadiah, the woman prophet, and the rest
of the prophets whose purpose was to put fear intome. 15So the wall was complete on the
twenty-fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty-two days. 16And when our haters had news of
this, all the nations round about uswere full of fear andwere greatly shamed, for they saw
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that this work had been done by our God. 17And further, in those days the chiefs of Judah
sent a number of letters to Tobiah, and his letters came to them. 18For in Judah therewere
a number of people who had made an agreement by oath with him, because he was the
son-in-law of Shecaniah, the son of Arah; and his son Jehohanan had taken as his wife the
daughter ofMeshullam, the son of Berechiah. 19And they saidmuch beforeme of the good
hehaddone, andgavehimaccounts ofmywords. AndTobiah sent letterswith thepurpose
of causingme fear.

7
1Now when the building of the wall was complete and I had put up the doors, and the

door-keepers and the music-makers and the Levites had been given their places, 2 I made
my brother Hanani, andHananiah, the ruler of the tower, responsible for the government
of Jerusalem: for he was a man of good faith, fearing God more than most. 3And I said to
them,Donot let thedoors of Jerusalembeopen till the sun ishigh; andwhile thewatchmen
are in their places, let the doors be shut and locked: and let the people of Jerusalem be put
on watch, every one in his watch, opposite his house. 4Now the townwas wide and great:
but the people in it were only a small number, and the houses had not been put up. 5And
my God put it intomy heart to get together the rulers and the chiefs and the people so that
they might be listed by families. And I came across a record of the names of those who
came up at the first, and in it I saw these words: 6 These are the people of the divisions of
the kingdom, among those who had been made prisoners by Nebuchadnezzar, the king
of Babylon, and taken away by him, who went back to Jerusalem and Judah, every one to
his town; 7Who camewith Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Nehemiah, Azariah, Raamiah, Nahamani,
Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispereth, Bigvai, Nehum, Baanah. The number of the men of the
people of Israel: 8 The children of Parosh, two thousand, one hundred and seventy-two.
9 The children of Shephatiah, three hundred and seventy-two. 10 The children of Arah,
six hundred and fifty-two. 11 The children of Pahath-moab, of the children of Jeshua and
Joab, two thousand, eight hundred and eighteen. 12 The children of Elam, a thousand,
two hundred and fifty-four. 13 The children of Zattu, eight hundred and forty-five. 14 The
children of Zaccai, seven hundred and sixty. 15 The children of Binnui, six hundred and
forty-eight. 16 The children of Bebai, six hundred and twenty-eight. 17 The children of
Azgad, two thousand, three hundred and twenty-two. 18 The children of Adonikam, six
hundred and sixty-seven. 19 The children of Bigvai, two thousand and sixty-seven. 20 The
children of Adin, six hundred and fifty-five. 21 The children of Ater, of Hezekiah, ninety-
eight. 22 The children of Hashum, three hundred and twenty-eight. 23 The children of
Bezai, three hundred and twenty-four. 24 The children of Hariph, a hundred and twelve.
25The children of Gibeon, ninety-five. 26Themen of Beth-lehem andNetophah, a hundred
and eighty-eight. 27 The men of Anathoth, a hundred and twenty-eight. 28 The men of
Beth-azmaveth, forty-two. 29 The men of Kiriath-jearim, Chephirah, and Beeroth, seven
hundred and forty-three. 30 The men of Ramah and Geba, six hundred and twenty-one.
31ThemenofMichmas, ahundredand twenty-two. 32ThemenofBeth-el andAi, ahundred
and twenty-three. 33 The men of the other Nebo, fifty-two. 34 The children of the other
Elam, a thousand, two hundred and fifty-four. 35 The children of Harim, three hundred
and twenty. 36 The children of Jericho, three hundred and forty-five. 37 The children of
Lod, Hadid, and Ono, seven hundred and twenty-one. 38 The children of Senaah, three
thousand, nine hundred and thirty. 39 The priests: the children of Jedaiah, of the family
of Jeshua, nine hundred and seventy-three. 40 The children of Immer, a thousand and
fifty-two. 41 The children of Pashhur, a thousand, two hundred and forty-seven. 42 The
children of Harim, a thousand and seventeen. 43 The Levites: the children of Jeshua, of
Kadmiel, of the children of Hodevah, seventy-four. 44 The music-makers: the children
of Asaph, a hundred and forty-eight. 45 The door-keepers: the children of Shallum, the
children of Ater, the children of Talmon, the children of Akkub, the children of Hatita,
the children of Shobai, a hundred and thirty-eight. 46The Nethinim: the children of Ziha,
the children of Hasupha, the children of Tabbaoth, 47 The children of Keros, the children
of Sia, the children of Padon, 48 The children of Lebana, the children of Hagaba, the
children of Salmai, 49The children of Hanan, the children of Giddel, the children of Gahar,
50 The children of Reaiah, the children of Rezin, the children of Nekoda, 51 The children
of Gazzam, the children of Uzza, the children of Paseah, 52 The children of Besai, the
children ofMeunim, the children of Nephushesim, 53The children of Bakbuk, the children
of Hakupha, the children of Harhur, 54The children of Bazlith, the children of Mehida, the
children ofHarsha, 55The children of Barkos, the children of Sisera, the children of Temah,
56 The children of Neziah, the children of Hatipha. 57 The children of Solomon's servants:
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the children of Sotai, the children of Sophereth, the children of Perida, 58 The children of
Jaala, the children of Darkon, the children of Giddel, 59 The children of Shephatiah, the
children of Hattil, the children of Pochereth-hazzebaim, the children of Amon. 60All the
Nethinim and the children of Solomon's servants were three hundred and ninety-two.
61 All these were the people who went up from Tel-melah, Tel-harsha, Cherub, Addon,
and Immer; but because they had no knowledge of their fathers' families or offspring, it
was not certain if they were Israelites: 62 The children of Delaiah, the children of Tobiah,
the children of Nekoda, six hundred and forty-two. 63And of the priests: the children of
Hobaiah, the children of Hakkoz, the children of Barzillai, who was married to one of the
daughters of Barzillai the Gileadite, and took their name. 64 They made search for their
record among the lists of families, but their names were nowhere to be seen, so they were
looked on as unclean and no longer priests. 65And the Tirshatha said that they were not
to have the most holy things for their food, till a priest came to give decision by the Urim
and Thummim. 66 The number of all the people together was forty-two thousand, three
hundred and sixty; 67As well as their men-servants and their women-servants, of whom
there were seven thousand, three hundred and thirty-seven; and they had two hundred
and forty-five men and women to make music. 68 They had seven hundred and thirty-
six horses, two hundred and forty-five transport beasts; 69 Four hundred and thirty-five
camels, six thousand, sevenhundredand twentyasses. 70Andsomeof theheadsof families
gavemoney for thework. The Tirshatha gave into the store a thousand darics of gold, fifty
basins, five hundred and thirty priests' robes. 71 And some of the heads of families gave
into the store for thework twenty thousanddarics of gold, and two thousand, twohundred
pounds of silver. 72And that which the rest of the people gavewas twenty thousand darics
of gold, and two thousand pounds of silver, and sixty-seven priests' robes. 73 So the priests
and the Levites and the door-keepers and the music-makers and some of the people and
the Nethinim, and all Israel, were living in their towns.

8
1Andwhen the seventhmonth came, the children of Israel were in their towns. And all

the people came together like one man into the wide place in front of the water-doorway;
and they made a request to Ezra the scribe that he would put before them the book of the
law of Moses which the Lord had given to Israel. 2And Ezra the priest put the law before
themeeting of the people, before themen andwomen and all those whowere able to take
it in, on the first day of the seventh month. 3He was reading it in the wide place in front
of the water-doorway, from early morning till the middle of the day, in the hearing of all
those men and women whose minds were able to take it in; and the ears of all the people
were open to the book of the law. 4And Ezra the scribe took his place on a tower of wood
which they had made for the purpose; and by his side were placed Mattithiah and Shema
and Anaiah and Uriah and Hilkiah and Maaseiah on the right; and on the left, Pedaiah
and Mishael and Malchijah and Hashum and Hashbaddanah, Zechariah and Meshullam.
5 And Ezra took the book, opening it before the eyes of all the people (for he was higher
than the people); and when it was open, all the people got to their feet: 6 And Ezra gave
praise to the Lord, the great God. And all the people in answer said, So be it, so be it; lifting
up their hands; and with bent heads they gave worship to the Lord, going down on their
faces to the earth. 7 And Jeshua and Bani and Sherebiah and Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai,
Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, and the Levitesmade the law
clear to the people: and the people kept in their places. 8And they gave out the words of
the book the law of God, clearly, and gave the sense of it, so that their minds were able to
take it in. 9 And Nehemiah, who was the Tirshatha, and Ezra, the priest and scribe, and
the Levites who were the teachers of the people, said to all the people, This day is holy to
the Lord your God; let there be no sorrow or weeping; for all the people were weeping on
hearing the words of the law. 10 Then he said to them, Go away now, and take the fat for
your food and the sweet for your drink, and send some to him for whom nothing is made
ready: for this day is holy to our Lord: and let there be no grief in your hearts; for the joy of
the Lord is your strong place. 11 So the Levites made all the people quiet, saying, Be quiet,
for the day is holy; and do not give way to grief. 12And all the people went away to take
food and drink, and to send food to others, and to be glad, because the words which were
said to them had beenmade clear. 13And on the second day the heads of families of all the
people and the priests and the Levites came together to Ezra the scribe, to give attention
to the words of the law. 14And they saw that it was recorded in the law that the Lord had
given orders byMoses, that the children of Israel were to have tents for their living-places
in the feast of the seventh month: 15 And that they were to give out an order, and make
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it public in all their towns and in Jerusalem, saying, Go out to the mountain and get olive
branches and branches of field olives and of myrtle, and palm branches and branches of
thick trees, to make tents, as it says in the book. 16And the people went out and got them
andmade themselves tents, every one on the roof of his house, and in the open spaces and
in the open squares of the house of God, and in the wide place of the water-doorway, and
the wide place of the doorway of Ephraim. 17All the people who had been prisoners and
had come back, made tents and were living in them: for from the time of Jeshua, the son
of Nun, till that day, the children of Israel had not done so. And there was very great joy.
18And day by day, from the first day till the last, he was reading from the book of the law
of God. And they kept the feast for seven days: and on the eighth day there was a holy
meeting, as it is ordered in the law.

9
1Nowon the twenty-fourth day of thismonth the children of Israel came together, taking

no food and putting haircloth and dust on their bodies. 2 And the seed of Israel made
themselves separate fromall themen of other nations, publicly requesting forgiveness for
their sins and thewrongdoing of their fathers. 3And for a fourth part of the day, upright in
their places, they were reading from the book of the law of their God; and for a fourth
part of the day they were requesting forgiveness and worshipping the Lord their God.
4 Then Jeshua, and Bani, Kadmiel, Shebaniah, Bunni, Sherebiah, Bani, and Chenani took
their places on the steps of the Levites, crying in a loud voice to the Lord their God. 5Then
the Levites, Jeshua, and Kadmiel, Bani, Hashabneiah, Sherebiah, Hodiah, Shebaniah, and
Pethahiah said, Get up and give praise to the Lord your God for ever and ever. Praise
be to your great name which is lifted up high over all blessing and praise. 6 You are the
Lord, even you only; you have made heaven, the heaven of heavens with all their armies,
the earth and all things in it, the seas and everything in them; and you keep them from
destruction: and the armies of heaven are your worshippers. 7You are the Lord, the God,
who took Abram andmade him yours, guiding him fromUr of the Chaldees, and gave him
the name of Abraham; 8 You saw that his heart was true to you, and made an agreement
withhim togive the landof theCanaanite, theHittite, theAmorite and thePerizzite and the
Jebusite and the Girgashite, even to give it to his seed, and you have done what you said;
for righteousness is yours: 9And you saw the trouble of our fathers in Egypt, and their cry
came to your ears by the Red Sea; 10 And you did signs and wonders on Pharaoh and all
his servants and all the people of his land; for you saw how cruel they were to them. So
you got yourself a name as it is today. 11 By you the sea was parted before them, so that
theywent through the sea on dry land; and thosewhowent after themwent down into the
deep, like a stone into greatwaters. 12Andyouwent before thembyday in a pillar of cloud,
and in a pillar of fire by night, to give them light on the way they were to go. 13And you
came down onMount Sinai, and your voice came to them from heaven, giving them right
decisions and true laws, good rules and orders: 14And you gave them word of your holy
Sabbath, and gave them orders and rules and a law, by the hand of Moses your servant:
15And you gave them bread from heaven when they were in need, andmade water come
out of the rock for their drink, and gave them orders to go in and take for their heritage
the land which your hand had been lifted up to give them. 16But they and our fathers, in
their pride, made their necks stiff, and gave no attention to your orders, 17And would not
do them, and gave no thought to the wonders you had done among them; but made their
necks stiff, and turning away from you,made a captain over themselves to take themback
to their prison in Egypt: but you are a God of forgiveness, full of grace and pity, slow to
wrath and great in mercy, and you did not give them up. 18Even when they hadmade for
themselves anoxofmetal, and said, This is yourGodwho tookyouupout of Egypt, andhad
done somuch tomake you angry; 19Even then, in your greatmercy, you did not give them
up in thewaste land: thepillar of cloud stillwentbefore thembyday, guiding themon their
way, and the pillar of fire by night, to give them light, andmake clear theway theywere to
go. 20And you gave your good spirit to be their teacher, and did not keep back yourmanna
from theirmouths, and gave themwaterwhen they had need of it. 21Truly, for forty years
youwere their support in the waste land, and they were in need of nothing; their clothing
did not get old or their feet become tired. 22 And you gave them kingdoms and peoples,
making distribution to them in every part of the land: so they took for their heritage the
land of Sihon, even the land of the king of Heshbon, and the land of Og, king of Bashan.
23And you made their children as great in number as the stars of heaven, and took them
into the land, of which you had said to their fathers that they were to go in and take it for
themselves. 24 So the children went in and took the land, and you overcame before them
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the people of the land, the Canaanites, and gave themup into their hands, with their kings
and the people of the land, so that theymight dowith themwhatever it was their pleasure
to do. 25And they took walled towns and a fat land, and became the owners of houses full
of all good things,water-holes cut in the rock, vine-gardens andolive-gardens andawealth
of fruit-trees: so they had food enough and became fat, and had joy in the good you gave
them. 26But theywere hard-hearted, andwent against your authority, turning their backs
on your law, and putting to death your prophets, who gave witness against themwith the
purpose of turning them back again to you, and they did much to make you angry. 27And
so you gave themup into the hands of their haterswhowere cruel to them: and in the time
of their trouble, when they made their prayer to you, you gave ear to them from heaven;
and in your great mercy gave them saviours, whomade them free from the hands of their
haters. 28 But when they had rest, they did evil again before you: so you gave them into
the hands of their haters, who had rule over them: but when they came back and made
their prayer to you, you gave ear to them from heaven; again and again, in your mercy,
you gave them salvation; 29And gave witness against them so that you might make them
come back again to your law: but their hearts were lifted up, and they gave no attention
to your orders andwent against your decisions (which, if a man keeps them, will be life to
him), and turning their backs on you, made their necks stiff and did not give ear. 30 Year
afteryearyouputupwith them, andgavewitnessagainst thembyyour spirit throughyour
prophets: still they did not give ear: and so you gave themup into the hands of the peoples
of the lands. 31Even then, in your great mercy, you did not put an end to them completely,
or give them up; for you are a God of grace andmercy. 32And now, our God, the great, the
strong, the Godwho is to be feared, who keeps faith andmercy, let not all this trouble seem
small to you,whichhas comeonus, and onour kings and our rulers and onour priests and
our prophets and our fathers and on all your people from the time of the kings of Assyria
till this day. 33 But still, you have been in the right in everything which has come on us;
you have been true to us, but we have done evil: 34And our kings, our rulers, our priests,
and our fathers have not kept your lawor given attention to your orders and yourwitness,
with which you gave witness against them. 35 For they have not been your servants in
their kingdom, and in all the good things you gave them, and in the great and fat land you
gave them, and they have not been turned away from their evil-doing. 36Now, today, we
are servants, and as for the land which you gave to our fathers, so that the produce of it
and the good might be theirs, see, we are servants in it: 37And it gives much increase to
the kings whom you have put over us because of our sins: and they have power over our
bodies and over our cattle at their pleasure, andwe are in great trouble. 38And because of
all thiswe aremaking an agreement in good faith, andputting it inwriting; and our rulers,
our Levites, and our priests are putting their names to it.

10
1 Now those who put down their names were Nehemiah the Tirshatha, the son of

Hacaliah, and Zedekiah, 2 Seraiah, Azariah, Jeremiah, 3 Pashhur, Amariah, Malchijah,
4Hattush, Shebaniah,Malluch, 5Harim,Meremoth, Obadiah, 6Daniel, Ginnethon, Baruch,
7Meshullam, Abijah, Mijamin, 8Maaziah, Bilgai, Shemaiah; these were the priests. 9And
the Levites: by name, Jeshua, the son of Azaniah, Binnui, of the sons of Henadad,
Kadmiel, 10And their brothers, Shebaniah, Hodiah, Kelita, Pelaiah, Hanan, 11Mica, Rehob,
Hashabiah, 12 Zaccur, Sherebiah, Shebaniah, 13 Hodiah, Bani, Beninu. 14 The chiefs of
the people: Parosh, Pahath-moab, Elam, Zattu, Bani, 15 Bunni, Azgad, Bebai, 16Adonijah,
Bigvai, Adin, 17 Ater, Hezekiah, Azzur, 18 Hodiah, Hashum, Bezai, 19 Hariph, Anathoth,
Nobai, 20Magpiash, Meshullam, Hezir, 21Meshezabel, Zadok, Jaddua, 22 Pelatiah, Hanan,
Anaiah, 23Hoshea,Hananiah,Hasshub, 24Hallohesh, Pilha, Shobek, 25Rehum,Hashabnah,
Maaseiah, 26And Ahiah, Hanan, Anan, 27Malluch, Harim, Baanah. 28And the rest of the
people, the priests, the Levites, the door-keepers, the music-makers, the Nethinim, and all
those who had made themselves separate from the peoples of the lands, to keep the law
of God, their wives, their sons, and their daughters, everyone who had knowledge and
wisdom; 29Theywere unitedwith their brothers, their rulers, and put themselves under a
curse and an oath, to keep their steps in the way of God's law, which was given by Moses,
the servant ofGod, and tokeepanddoall theorders of theLord, ourLord, andhis decisions
and his rules; 30And that we would not give our daughters to the peoples of the lands, or
take their daughters for our sons; 31 And if the peoples of the lands come to do trade in
goods or food on the Sabbath day, that we would do no trade with them on the Sabbath or
on a holy day: and that in the seventh year we would take no payment from any debtor.
32Andwemade rules for ourselves, taxing ourselves a third of a shekel every year for the
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upkeepof thehouse of ourGod; 33For theholy bread, and for the regularmeal offering and
the regular burned offering on the Sabbaths and at the newmoon and the fixed feasts, and
for the sin-offerings to take away the sin of Israel, and for all the work of the house of our
God. 34Andwe, the priests and the Levites and the people, made selection, by the decision
of the Lord, of those whowere to take the wood offering into the house of God, by families
at the regular times, year by year, to be burned on the altar of the Lord our God, as it is
recorded in the law; 35And to take the first-fruits of our land, and the first-fruits of every
sort of tree, year by year, into the house of the Lord; 36As well as the first of our sons and
of our cattle, as it is recorded in the law, and the first lambs of our herds and of our flocks,
which are to be taken to the house of our God, to the priests who are servants in the house
of our God: 37And that we would take the first of our roughmeal, and our lifted offerings,
and the fruit of every sort of tree, andwine and oil, to the priests, to the rooms of the house
of our God; and the tenth of the produce of our land to the Levites; for they, the Levites,
take a tenth in all the towns of our ploughed land. 38And the priest, the son of Aaron, is to
bewith the Levites, when the Levites take the tenths: and the Levites are to take a tenth of
the tenths into the house of our God, to the rooms, into the store-house; 39For the children
of Israel and the children of Levi are to take the lifted offering of the grain and wine and
oil into the roomswhere the vessels of the holy place are, togetherwith the priests and the
door-keepers and themakers ofmusic: andwewill not give up caring for the house of our
God.

11
1 And the rulers of the people were living in Jerusalem: the rest of the people made

selection, by the decision of chance, of one out of every ten to be living in Jerusalem, the
holy town; the other nine to go to the other towns. 2And the people gave a blessing to all
the men who were freely offering to take up their places in Jerusalem. 3 Now these are
the chiefs of the divisions of the country who were living in Jerusalem: but in the towns
of Judah everyone was living on his heritage in the towns, that is, Israel, the priests, the
Levites, the Nethinim, and the children of Solomon's servants. 4 And in Jerusalem there
were living certain of the children of Judah and of Benjamin. Of the children of Judah:
Athaiah, the sonofUzziah, the sonof Zechariah, the sonofAmariah, the sonof Shephatiah,
the son ofMahalalel, of the children of Perez; 5AndMaaseiah, the son of Baruch, the son of
Col-hozeh, the son of Hazaiah, the son of Adaiah, the son of Joiarib, the son of Zechariah,
the son of the Shilonite. 6All the sons of Perez living in Jerusalemwere four hundred and
sixty-eight men of good position. 7 And these are the sons of Benjamin: Sallu, the son of
Meshullam, the son of Joed, the son of Pedaiah, the son of Kolaiah, the son ofMaaseiah, the
son of Ithiel, the son of Jeshaiah. 8And after himGabbai, Sallai, nine hundred and twenty-
eight. 9And Joel, the son of Zichri, was their overseer; and Judah, the son of Hassenuah,
was second over the town. 10Of the priests: Jedaiah, the son of Joiarib, Jachin, 11 Seraiah,
the son of Hilkiah, the son of Meshullam, the son of Zadok, the son of Meraioth, the son of
Ahitub, the ruler of the house of God, 12And their brothers who did the work of the house,
eight hundredand twenty-two; andAdaiah, the sonof Jeroham, the sonof Pelaliah, the son
of Amzi, the son of Zechariah, the son of Pashhur, the son ofMalchijah, 13Andhis brothers,
heads of families, two hundred and forty-two; and Amashsai, the son of Azarel, the son of
Ahzai, the son of Meshillemoth, the son of Immer, 14 And their brothers, men of war, a
hundred and twenty-eight; and their overseer was Zabdiel, the son of Haggedolim. 15And
of the Levites: Shemaiah, the son of Hasshub, the son of Azrikam, the son of Hashabiah,
the son of Bunni, 16 And Shabbethai and Jozabad, of the chiefs of the Levites, who were
responsible for the outside business of the house of God; 17AndMattaniah, the son ofMica,
the son of Zabdi, the son of Asaph, who had to give the first note of the song of praise in
prayer, and Bakbukiah, the second among his brothers, and Abda, the son of Shammua,
the son of Galal, the son of Jeduthun. 18All the Levites in the holy townwere two hundred
and eighty-four. 19 In addition the door-keepers, Akkub, Talmon, and their brothers who
kept watch at the doors, were a hundred and seventy-two. 20And the rest of Israel, of the
priests, the Levites, were in all the towns of Judah, every one in his heritage. 21 But the
Nethinim were living in the Ophel; and Ziha and Gishpa were over the Nethinim. 22And
the overseer of theLevites at JerusalemwasUzzi, the sonof Bani, the sonofHashabiah, the
son of Mattaniah, the son of Mica, of the sons of Asaph, the music-makers, who was over
the business of the house of God. 23For therewas an order from the king about themand a
regular amount for themusic-makers, for theirneedsdaybyday. 24AndPethahiah, the son
of Meshezabel, of the sons of Zerah, the son of Judah, was the king's servant in everything
to do with the people. 25And for the daughter-towns with their fields, some of the men of
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Judah were living in Kiriath-arba and its daughter-towns, and in Dibon and its daughter-
towns, and in Jekabzeel and its daughter-towns, 26 And in Jeshua, and in Moladah, and
Beth-pelet, 27 And in Hazar-shual, and in Beer-sheba and its daughter-towns, 28 And in
Ziklag, and in Meconah and its daughter-towns, 29And in En-rimmon, and in Zorah, and
in Jarmuth, 30 Zanoah, Adullam and their daughter-towns, Lachish and its fields, Azekah
and its daughter-towns. So they were living from Beer-sheba to the valley of Hinnom.
31 And the children of Benjamin were living from Geba, at Michmash and Aija, and at
Beth-el and its daughter-towns, 32 At Anathoth, Nob, Ananiah, 33Hazor, Ramah, Gittaim,
34 Hadid, Zeboim, Neballat, 35 Lod and Ono, the valley of expert workers. 36 And of the
Levites, certain divisions in Judah were joined to Benjamin.

12
1 Now these are the priests and the Levites who went up with Zerubbabel, the son of

Shealtiel, and Jeshua: Seraiah, Jeremiah, Ezra, 2Amariah, Malluch, Hattush, 3 Shecaniah,
Rehum, Meremoth, 4 Iddo, Ginnethoi, Abijah, 5 Mijamin, Maadiah, Bilgah, 6 Shemaiah,
and Joiarib, Jedaiah, 7 Sallu, Amok, Hilkiah, Jedaiah. These were the chiefs of the priests
and of their brothers in the days of Jeshua. 8 And the Levites: Jeshua, Binnui, Kadmiel,
Sherebiah, Judah, and Mattaniah, who was over the music-makers, he and his brothers.
9And Bakbukiah and Unno, their brothers, were opposite them in their watches. 10And
Jeshua was the father of Joiakim, and Joiakimwas the father of Eliashib, and Eliashib was
the father of Joiada, 11And Joiadawas the father of Jonathan, and Jonathanwas the father
of Jaddua. 12And in the days of Joiakim there were priests, heads of families: of Seraiah,
Meraiah; of Jeremiah, Hananiah; 13 Of Ezra, Meshullam; of Amariah, Jehohanan; 14 Of
Malluchi, Jonathan; of Shebaniah, Joseph; 15 Of Harim, Adna; of Meraioth, Helkai; 16 Of
Iddo, Zechariah; of Ginnethon, Meshullam; 17Of Abijah, Zichri; of Miniamin, of Moadiah,
Piltai; 18 Of Bilgah, Shammua; of Shemaiah, Jehonathan; 19 And of Joiarib, Mattenai; of
Jedaiah, Uzzi; 20 Of Sallai, Kallai; of Amok, Eber; 21 Of Hilkiah, Hashabiah; of Jedaiah,
Nethanel. 22 The Levites in the days of Eliashib, Joiada, and Johanan, and Jaddua, were
listed as heads of families; and the priests, when Darius the Persian was king. 23The sons
of Levi, heads of families, were recorded in the book of the histories, even till the days of
Johanan, the son of Eliashib. 24And the chiefs of the Levites: Hashabiah, Sherebiah, and
Jeshua, the son of Kadmiel, with their brothers opposite them, to give blessing and praise
as ordered by David, the man of God, watch against watch. 25Mattaniah, and Bakbukiah,
Obadiah, Meshullam, Talmon, Akkub, were door-keepers keeping the watch at the store-
houses of the doors. 26 These were in the days of Joiakim, the son of Jeshua, the son of
Jozadak, and in the days of Nehemiah the ruler and of Ezra the priest, the scribe. 27And
when the time came for the wall of Jerusalem to be made holy, they sent for the Levites
out of all their places to come to Jerusalem, to keep the feast with joy, and with praise and
melody, with brass and corded instruments of music. 28And the sons of themusic-makers
came together from the lowland round about Jerusalem and from the daughter-towns
of the Netophathites, 29And from Beth-gilgal and from the fields of Geba and Azmaveth:
for the music-makers had made daughter-towns for themselves round about Jerusalem.
30And the priests and the Levitesmade themselves clean; and theymade the people clean,
and the doorways and the wall. 31 Then I made the rulers of Judah come up on the wall,
and I put in position two great bands of them who gave praise, walking in ordered lines;
one went to the right on the wall, in the direction of the doorway where the waste was
put; 32And after themwent Hoshaiah and half of the rulers of Judah, 33And Azariah, Ezra,
andMeshullam, 34 Judah and Benjamin and Shemaiah and Jeremiah, 35And certain of the
priests' sons with wind instruments; Zechariah, the son of Jonathan, the son of Shemaiah,
the son of Mattaniah, the son of Micaiah, the son of Zaccur, the son of Asaph, 36 And his
brothers, Shemaiah, and Azarel, Milalai, Gilalai, Maai, Nethanel and Judah, Hanani, with
the music-instruments of David, the man of God; and Ezra the scribe was at their head;
37And by the doorway of the fountain and straight in front of them, they went up by the
steps of the town of David, at the slope up of thewall, over the house of David, as far as the
water-doorway to the east. 38And the other band of thosewho gave praisewent to the left,
and I went after themwith half the people, on the wall, over the tower of the ovens, as far
as thewidewall; 39Andover the doorway of Ephraimandby the old door and the fish door
and the tower of Hananel and the tower of Hammeah, as far as the sheep door: and at the
doorwayof thewatchmen they came to a stop. 40So the twobandsof thosewhogavepraise
took up their positions in the house of God, and I and half of the chiefs withme: 41And the
priests; Eliakim, Maaseiah, Miniamin, Micaiah, Elioenai, Zechariah, and Hananiah, with
wind instruments; 42And Maaseiah and Shemaiah and Eleazar and Uzzi and Jehohanan
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andMalchijah and Elam and Ezer. And themakers ofmelodymade their voices loud, with
Jezrahiah their overseer. 43And on that day they made great offerings and were glad; for
God had made them glad with great joy; and the women and the children were glad with
them: so that the joy of Jerusalem came to the ears of thosewhowere far off. 44Andon that
day certain men were put over the rooms where the things which had been given were
stored, for the lifted offerings and the first-fruits and the tenths, and to take into them the
amounts, from the fields of every town, fixed by the law for the priests and the Levites: for
Judah was glad on account of the priests and the Levites who were in their places. 45And
they kept thewatch of their God, andwere responsible formaking things clean, and so did
the music-makers and the door-keepers, as it was ordered by David and Solomon his son.
46For in thedays ofDavid andAsaph in thepast, therewas amaster of themusic, and songs
of blessing and praise to God. 47And all Israel in the days of Zerubbabel and in the days of
Nehemiah gave what was needed by the music-makers and the door-keepers day by day:
and theymade the offerings holy for the Levites; and the Levites did the same for the sons
of Aaron.

13
1On that day there was a reading from the book of Moses in the hearing of the people;

and they saw that it said in the book that no Ammonite or Moabite might ever come into
themeetingofGod; 2Because theydidnot give the childrenof Israel breadandwaterwhen
they came to them, but got Balaam to put a curse on them: though the curse was turned
into a blessing by our God. 3 So after hearing the law, they took out of Israel all the mixed
people. 4Now before this, Eliashib the priest, who had been placed over the rooms of the
house of our God, being a friend of Tobiah, 5Hadmade ready for him a great room, where
at one time they kept the meal offerings, the perfume, and the vessels and the tenths of
the grain andwine and oil whichwere given by order to the Levites and themusic-makers
and the door-keepers, and the lifted offerings for the priests. 6 But all this time I was not
at Jerusalem: for in the thirty-second year of Artaxerxes, king of Babylon, I went to the
king; and after some days, I got the king to let me go, 7And I came to Jerusalem; and it was
clear tomewhat evil Eliashib had done for Tobiah, inmaking ready for him a room in the
buildings of the house of God. 8And it was evil in my eyes: so I had all Tobiah's things put
out of the room. 9 Then I gave orders, and they made the rooms clean: and I put back in
them the vessels of the house of God,with themeal offerings and the perfume. 10And I saw
that the Levites had not been given what was needed for their support; so that the Levites
and the music-makers, who did the work, had gone away, everyone to his field. 11 Then I
made protests to the chiefs, and said, Why has the house of God been given up? And I got
them together and put them in their places. 12Then all Judah came with the tenth part of
the grain and wine and oil and put it into the store-houses. 13And I made controllers over
the store-houses, Shelemiah the priest and Zadok the scribe, and of the Levites, Pedaiah:
and with them was Hanan, the son of Zaccur the son of Mattaniah: they were taken to be
true men and their business was the distribution of these things to their brothers. 14Keep
me in mind, O my God, in connection with this, and do not let the good which I have done
for the house ofmyGodand itsworship go fromyourmemory completely. 15 In those days,
I saw in Judah some who were crushing grapes on the Sabbath, and getting in grain and
putting it on asses; as well as wine and grapes and figs and all sorts of goods which they
took into Jerusalem on the Sabbath day: and I gave witness against them on the daywhen
theyweremarketing food. 16And thereweremenof Tyre there,who camewithfishandall
sorts of goods, tradingwith the children of Judah and in Jerusalemon the Sabbath. 17Then
I made protests to the chiefs of Judah, and said to them, What is this evil which you are
doing, not keeping the Sabbath day holy? 18Did not your fathers do the same, and did not
our God send all this evil on us and on this town? but you are causingmorewrath to come
on Israel by not keeping the Sabbath holy. 19And so, when the streets of Jerusalem were
getting dark before the Sabbath, I gave orders for the doors to be shut and not to be open
again till after theSabbath: and Iput someofmyservantsby thedoor so thatnothingmight
be taken in on the Sabbath day. 20 So the traders in all sorts of goods took their night's rest
outside Jerusalem once or twice. 21 Then I gave witness against them and said, Why are
you waiting all night by the wall? if you do so again I will have you taken prisoners. From
that time they did not come again on the Sabbath. 22And I gave the Levites orders tomake
themselves clean and come and keep the doors and make the Sabbath holy. Keep this in
mind tomycredit, OmyGod, andhavemercyonme, forgreat is yourmercy. 23And in those
days I saw the Jewswhoweremarried towomen of Ashdod andAmmonandMoab: 24And
their children were talking half in the language of Ashdod; they had no knowledge of the
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Jews' language, butmade use of the language of the two peoples. 25And I took up the cause
against them, cursing them and giving blows to some of them and pulling out their hair;
and I made them take an oath by God, saying, You are not to give your daughters to their
sons or take their daughters for your sons or for yourselves. 26Was it not in these things
that Solomon, king of Israel, did wrong? among a number of nations there was no king
like him, and he was dear to his God, and God made him king over all Israel: but even he
wasmade to do evil by strangewomen. 27Arewe thenwithout protest to let you do all this
great evil, sinning against our God by taking strange women for your wives? 28And one
of the sons of Joiada, the son of Eliashib, the chief priest, was son-in-law to Sanballat the
Horonite: so I sent himaway fromme. 29Keep them inmind, OmyGod, because they have
put shame on the priests' name and on the agreement of the priests and the Levites. 30 So
I made them clean from all strange people, and had regular watches fixed for the priests
and for the Levites, everyone in his work; 31And for the wood offering, at fixed times, and
for the first fruits. Keepme inmind, Omy God, for good.
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The Book of
Esther

1 Now it came about in the days of Ahasuerus, (that Ahasuerus who was ruler of a
hundred and twenty-seven divisions of the kingdom, from India as far as Ethiopia:) 2That
in those days, when King Ahasuerus was ruling in Shushan, his strong town, 3 In the third
year of his rule he gave a feast to all his captains and his servants; and the captains of the
army of Persia and Media, the great men and the rulers of the divisions of his kingdom,
werepresentbeforehim; 4And fora long time, evenahundredandeightydays, he let them
seeall thewealthand thegloryofhiskingdomand thegreatpowerandhonourwhichwere
his. 5And at the end of that time, the king gave a feast for all the people whowere present
in Shushan, the king's town, small as well as great, for seven days, in the outer square of
the garden of the king's house. 6 There were fair hangings of white and green and blue,
fixed with cords of purple and the best linen to silver rings and pillars of polished stone:
the seats were of gold and silver on a floor of red and white and yellow and black stone.
7And they gave them drink in gold vessels, every vessel being different, and wine of the
kingdom, freely given by the king. 8And the drinking was in keeping with the law; no one
was forced: for the king had given orders to all the chief servants of his house to do aswas
pleasing to every man. 9And Vashti the queen gave a feast for the women in the house of
King Ahasuerus. 10 On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was glad with wine,
he gave orders to Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, and Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcas,
the seven unsexed servants who were waiting before Ahasuerus the king, 11 That Vashti
the queen was to come before him, crowned with her crown, and let the people and the
captains see her: for she was very beautiful. 12But when the servants gave her the king's
order, Vashti the queen said she would not come: then the king was very angry, and his
heart was burning with wrath. 13And the king said to the wise men, who had knowledge
of the times, (for thiswas theking'swaywithallwhowereexpert in lawand in thegivingof
decisions: 14And second only to him were Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres,
Marsena, and Memucan, the seven rulers of Persia and Media, who were friends of the
king, and had the first places in the kingdom:) 15What is to be done by law to Vashti the
queen, because she has not donewhat King Ahasuerus, by his servants, gave her orders to
do? 16And before the king and the captains, Memucan gave his answer: Vashti the queen
has done wrong, not only to the king, but to all the captains and to all the peoples in all
the divisions of the kingdom of King Ahasuerus; 17 For news of what the queen has done
will come to the ears of all women, and they will no longer give respect to their husbands
when it is said to them, King Ahasuerus gave orders for Vashti the queen to come before
him and she came not. 18And the wives of the captains of Persia andMedia, hearing what
thequeenhasdone,will say thesametoall theking's captains. So therewill bemuchshame
andwrath. 19 If it is pleasing to the king, let an order go out fromhim, and let it be recorded
among the laws of the Persians and theMedes, so that itmay never be changed, that Vashti
is never again to come before King Ahasuerus; and let the king give her place to another
who is better than she. 20And when this order, given by the king, is made public through
all his kingdom (for it is great), all the wives will give honour to their husbands, great as
well as small. 21 And this suggestion seemed good to the king and the captains; and the
king did as Memucan said; 22And sent letters to all the divisions of the kingdom, to every
division in the writing commonly used there, and to every people in the language which
was theirs, saying that everymanwas to be the ruler in his house, and that this order was
to be given out in the language of his people.

2
1After these things,when the king's feelingswere calmer, the thought of Vashti andwhat

she had done and the order he had made against her, came back to his mind. 2 Then the
servantswhowerewaiting on the king said to him, Let searchbemade for some fair young
virgins for the king: 3 Let the king give authority to certain men in all the divisions of his
kingdom, to get together all the fair young virgins and send them to Shushan, the king's
town, to the women's house, under the care of Hegai, the king's servant, the keeper of the
women: and let the thingsneeded formaking themcleanbegiven to them; 4And let the girl
who is pleasing to the king be queen in place of Vashti. And the king was pleasedwith this
suggestion; and he did so. 5 Now there was a certain Jew in Shushan named Mordecai,
the son of Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, a Benjamite; 6 Who had been taken
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away from Jerusalem among those who had been made prisoner with Jeconiah, king of
Judah, when Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, had taken him away. 7And he had been
a father to Hadassah, that is Esther, the daughter of his father's brother: for she had no
father ormother, and shewas very beautiful; andwhen her father andmotherwere dead,
Mordecai took her for his daughter. 8 So when the order made by the king was publicly
given out, and a number of girls had been placed in the care of Hegai in the king's house
in Shushan, Estherwas taken into the king's house and put in the care of Hegai, the keeper
of the women. 9 And he was pleased with the girl and was kind to her; and he quickly
gave her what was needed for making her clean, and the things which were hers by right,
and seven servant-girls who were to be hers from the king's house: and he had her and
her servant-girls moved to the best place in the women's part of the house. 10 Esther had
not said what family or people she came from, for Mordecai had given her orders not to
do so. 11And every day Mordecai took his walk before the square of the women's house,
to see how Esther was and what would be done to her. 12Now every girl, when her turn
came, had to go in toKingAhasuerus, after undergoing, for a space of twelvemonths,what
was ordered by the law for the women (for this was the time necessary for making them
clean, that is, six months with oil of myrrh and six months with sweet perfumes and such
things as are needed for making women clean): 13And in this way the girl went in to the
king; whatever she had a desire for was given to her to take with her from the women's
house into the house of the king. 14 In the evening shewent, and on the day after she came
back to the second house of the women, into the keeping of Shaashgaz, one of the king's
unsexed servants who had the care of the king's wives: only if the king had delight in her
and sent for her by namedid she go in to himagain. 15Nowwhen the time came for Esther,
the daughter of Abihail, his father's brother, whom Mordecai had taken as his daughter,
to go in to the king, she made request for nothing but what Hegai, the king's servant and
keeper of the women, had given her. And Esther was looked on kindly by all who saw her.
16 So Esther was taken in to King Ahasuerus in his house in the tenth month, which is the
month Tebeth, in the seventh year of his rule. 17And Esther wasmore pleasing to the king
than all thewomen, and to his eyes shewas fairer andmore full of grace than all the other
virgins: so he put his crown on her head and made her queen in place of Vashti. 18 Then
the king gave a great feast for all his captains and his servants, even Esther's feast; and
he gave orders through all the divisions of his kingdom for a day of rest from work, and
gave wealth from his store. 19And when the virgins came together in the second house of
the women, Mordecai took his seat in the doorway of the king's house. 20 Esther had still
said nothing of her family or her people, as Mordecai had given her orders; for Esther did
what Mordecai said, as when she was living with him. 21 In those days, while Mordecai
was seated at the king's doorway, two of the king's servants, Bigthan and Teresh, keepers
of the door, being angry, were looking for a chance to make an attack on King Ahasuerus.
22And Mordecai, having knowledge of their purpose, sent word of it to Esther the queen;
and Esther gave the news to the king inMordecai's name. 23Andwhen the thing had been
looked into, it was seen to be true, and the two of themwere put to death by hanging on a
tree: and it was put down in the records before the king.

3
1After these things, by theorderof theking,Haman, the sonofHammedatha theAgagite,

was lifted up and given a position of honour and a higher place than all the other captains
whowere with him. 2And all the king's servants whowere in the king's house went down
to the earth before Haman and gave him honour: for so the king had given orders. But
Mordecai did not go down before him or give him honour. 3Then the king's servants who
were in the king's house said to Mordecai, Why do you go against the king's order? 4Now
when theyhad said this tohimdayafter dayandhe gavenoattention, they letHamanhave
news of it, to see if Mordecai's behaviour would be overlooked: for he had said to them
that he was a Jew. 5Andwhen Haman saw that Mordecai did not go down before him and
give him honour, Haman was full of wrath. 6 But it was not enough for him to make an
attack on Mordecai only; for they had made clear to him who Mordecai's people were; so
Hamanmade it his purpose to put an end to all the Jews, evenMordecai's people, through
all the kingdom of Ahasuerus. 7 In the first month, the month Nisan, in the twelfth year
of King Ahasuerus, from day to day and frommonth to month they went on looking for a
sign given by Pur (that is chance) before Haman, till the sign came out for the thirteenth
day of the twelfthmonth, themonth Adar. 8AndHaman said to King Ahasuerus, There is a
certain nation living here and there in small groups among the people in all the divisions
of your kingdom; their laws are different from those of any other nation, and they do not
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keep the king's laws: for this reason it is not right for the king to let them be. 9 If it is the
king's pleasure, let a statement ordering their destruction be put inwriting: and Iwill give
to those responsible for the king's business, ten thousand talents of silver for the king's
store-house. 10 And the king took his ring from his hand and gave it to Haman, the son
of Hammedatha the Agagite, the hater of the Jews. 11 And the king said to Haman, The
money is yours, and the people, to do with them whatever seems right to you. 12 Then
on the thirteenth day of the first month, the king's scribes were sent for, and they put in
writing Haman's orders to all the king's captains and the rulers of every division of his
kingdom and the chiefs of every people: for every division of the kingdom in the writing
commonly used there, and to every people in the languagewhichwas theirs; it was signed
in the name of King Ahasuerus and stamped with the king's ring. 13And letters were sent
by the runners into every division of the kingdom ordering the death and destruction of
all Jews, young and old, little children and women, on the same day, even the thirteenth
day of the twelfth month, the month Adar, and the taking of all their goods by force. 14A
copy of the writing, to bemade public in every part of the kingdom, was sent out to all the
peoples, so that theymight be readywhen that day came. 15The runners went out quickly
by the king's order, and a public statementwasmade in Shushan: and the king andHaman
took wine together: but the town of Shushanwas troubled.

4
1NowwhenMordecai sawwhatwas done, pulling off his robe, he put on haircloth, with

dust onhishead, andwent out into themiddle of the town, cryingoutwitha loudandbitter
cry. 2Andhe came evenbefore the king's doorway; for no onemight come inside the king's
door clothed in haircloth. 3And in every part of the kingdom, wherever the king's word
and his order came, there was great sorrow among the Jews, andweeping and crying and
going without food; and numbers of them were stretched on the earth covered with dust
and haircloth. 4And Esther's women and her servants came and gave herword of it. Then
great was the grief of the queen: and she sent robes for Mordecai, so that his clothing of
hairclothmight be taken off; but he would not have them. 5Then Esther sent for Hathach,
one of the king's unsexed servantswhomhehad givenher forwaiting onher, and she gave
him orders to go to Mordecai and see what this was and why it was. 6 So Hathach went
out and saw Mordecai in the open square of the town before the king's doorway. 7 And
Mordecai gavehimanaccount ofwhathad takenplace, andof the amount ofmoneywhich
Haman had said hewould put into the king's store for the destruction of the Jews. 8And he
gave him the copy of the orderwhich had been given out in Shushan for their destruction,
orderinghim to let Esther see it, and tomake it clear to her; and to say to her that shewas to
go in to the king, requesting his mercy, and making prayer for her people. 9And Hathach
came back and gave Esther an account of what Mordecai had said. 10 Then Esther sent
Hathach to say to Mordecai: 11 It is common knowledge among all the king's servants and
the people of every part of the kingdom, that if anyone, man or woman, comes to the king
inhis inner roomwithout being sent for, there is only one law for him, that he is to beput to
death; only those to whom the king's rod of gold is stretched out may keep their lives: but
I have not been sent for to come before the king these thirty days. 12And they said these
words toMordecai. 13ThenMordecai sent this answer back to Esther: Donot have the idea
that you in the king's housewill be safe from the fate of all the Jews. 14 If at this timeyou say
nothing, then help and salvationwill come to the Jews from some other place, but you and
your father's family will come to destruction: and who is to say that you have not come to
the kingdom even for such a time as this? 15Then Esther sent them back toMordecai with
this answer: 16Go, get together all the Jews who are present in Shushan, and go without
food forme, taking no food or drink night or day for three days: and I andmywomenwill
do the same; and so I will go in to the king, which is against the law: and if death is to be
my fate, then let it come. 17SoMordecai went away and did everything as Esther had said.

5
1Now on the third day, Esther put on her queen's robes, and took her place in the inner

room of the king's house, facing the king's house: and the king was seated on his high seat
in the king's house, facing the doorway of the house. 2And when the king saw Esther the
queen waiting in the inner room, looking kindly on her he put out the rod of gold in his
hand to her. So Esther came near and put her fingers on the top of the rod. 3Then the king
said, What is your desire, Queen Esther, and what is your request? I will give it to you,
even to the half of my kingdom. 4And Esther in answer said, If it seems good to the king,
let the king and Haman come today to the feast which I have made ready for him. 5 Then
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the king said, Let Haman come quickly, so that what Esther has said may be done. So the
king and Haman came to the feast which Esther had made ready. 6And while they were
drinking wine the king said to Esther, What is your prayer? for it will be given to you and
what is your request? for it will be done, even to the half of my kingdom. 7 Then Esther
said in answer, My prayer and my request is this: 8 If I have the king's approval, and if it
is the king's pleasure to give me my prayer and do my request, let the king and Haman
come to the feast which I will make ready for them, and tomorrow Iwill do as the king has
said. 9 Then on that day Haman went out full of joy and glad in heart; but when he saw
Mordecai in the king's doorway, and he did not get to his feet or give any sign of fear before
him, Hamanwas full of wrath against Mordecai. 10But controlling himself, he went to his
house; and he sent for his friends and Zeresh, his wife. 11 And he gave them an account
of the glories of his wealth, and the number of children he had, and the ways in which he
had been honoured by the king, and howhe had put him over the captains and servants of
the king. 12And Haman said further, Truly, Esther the queen let no man but myself come
in to the feast which she hadmade ready for the king; and tomorrow again I am to be her
guest with the king. 13But all this is nothing to me while I see Mordecai the Jew seated by
the king's doorway. 14Then his wife Zeresh and all his friends said to him, Let a pillar, fifty
cubits high, bemade ready for hanging him, and in themorning get the king to give orders
for the hanging of Mordecai: then you will be able to go to the feast with the king with a
glad heart. And Hamanwas pleased with the suggestion, and he had the pillar made.

6
1That night the kingwasunable to get any sleep; andhe sent for thebooks of the records;

andwhile some onewas reading them to the king, 2 It came out that it was recorded in the
bookhowMordecai hadgivenwordof thedesignsofBigthanaandTeresh, twoof theking's
servants, keepers of the door, by whom an attack on the king had been designed. 3 And
the king said, What honour and reward have been given to Mordecai for this? Then the
servantswhowerewaitingon theking said,Nothinghasbeendone forhim. 4Then theking
said,Who is in the outer room? NowHamanhad come into the outer room to get the king's
authority for thehangingofMordecaion thepillarwhichhehadmadeready forhim. 5And
the king's servants said to him, See, Haman iswaiting in the outer room. And the king said,
Let him come in. 6 So Haman came in. And the king said to him, What is to be done to the
manwhom the king has delight in honouring? Then the thought came intoHaman'smind,
Whom, more than myself, would the king have pleasure in honouring? 7 And Haman,
answering the king, said, For themanwhom the king has delight in honouring, 8Let them
take the robes which the king generally puts on, and the horse on which the king goes,
and the crown which is on his head: 9 And let the robes and the horse be given to one
of the king's most noble captains, so that they may put them on the man whom the king
has delight in honouring, and let him go on horseback through the streets of the town,
with men crying out before him, So let it be done to themanwhom the king has delight in
honouring. 10Then the king said to Haman, Go quickly, and take the robes and the horse,
as you have said, and do even so toMordecai the Jew, who is seated at the king's doorway:
see that you do everything as you have said. 11Then Haman took the robes and the horse,
and dressing Mordecai in the robes, he made him go on horseback through the streets of
the town, crying out before him, So let it be done to the manwhom the king has delight in
honouring. 12And Mordecai came back to the king's doorway. But Haman went quickly
back to his house, sad and with his head covered. 13And Haman gave his wife Zeresh and
all his friends an account of what had taken place. Then his wise men and his wife Zeresh
said to him, If Mordecai, who is starting to get the better of you, is of the seed of the Jews,
youwill not be able to do anything against him, but youwill certainly go downbefore him.
14While they were still talking, the king's servants came to take Haman to the feast which
Esther hadmade ready.

7
1 So the king and Haman came to take wine with Esther the queen. 2And the king said

to Esther again on the second day, while they were drinking, What is your prayer, Queen
Esther? for it will be given to you; andwhat is your request? for it will be done, even to the
half of my kingdom. 3 Then Esther the queen, answering, said, If I have your approval, O
king, and if it is the king's pleasure, let my life be given to me in answer to my prayer, and
my people at my request: 4For we are given up, I andmy people, to destruction and death
and to be cut off. If we had been taken as men-servants and women-servants for a price, I
would have said nothing, for our trouble is little in comparisonwith the king's loss. 5Then
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King Ahasuerus said to Esther the queen, Who is he and where is he who has had this evil
thought in his heart? 6And Esther said, Our hater and attacker is this evil Haman. Then
Haman was full of fear before the king and the queen. 7And the king in his wrath got up
from the feast andwent into the garden: andHaman got to his feet tomake a prayer for his
life to Esther the queen: for he saw that the king's purposewas evil against him. 8Then the
king came back from the garden into the roomwhere they had been drinking; andHaman
was stretched out on the seat where Estherwas. Then the king said, Is he taking the queen
by force beforemyeyes inmyhouse? Andwhile thewordswere on the king's lips, they put
a cloth over Haman's face. 9 Then Harbonah, one of the unsexed servants waiting before
the king, said, See, the pillar fifty cubits high, which Hamanmade for Mordecai, who said
a good word for the king, is still in its place in Haman's house. Then the king said, Put him
to death by hanging him on it. 10 So Haman was put to death by hanging him on the pillar
he hadmade for Mordecai. Then the king's wrath became less.

8
1 That day the king gave all the family of Haman, the hater of the Jews, to Esther the

queen. And Mordecai came before the king, for Esther had made clear what he was to
her. 2 And the king took off his ring, which he had taken from Haman, and gave it to
Mordecai. And Esther put Mordecai over the family of Haman. 3Then Esther again came
before the king, falling down at his feet, and made request to him with weeping, that he
would put a stop to the evil purposes of Haman the Agagite and the designs which he had
made against the Jews. 4 Then the king put out the rod of gold to Esther, and she got up
before the king. 5 And she said, If it is the king's pleasure and if I have his approval and
this thing seems right to the king and I am pleasing to him, then let letters be sent giving
orders against those which Haman, the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, sent out for the
destruction of the Jews in all divisions of the kingdom: 6 For how is it possible for me to
see the evil which is to overtake my nation? howmay I see the destruction of my people?
7 Then King Ahasuerus said to Esther the queen and to Mordecai the Jew, See now, I have
given Esther the family of Haman, and he has come to his death by hanging, because he
made an attack on the Jews. 8So now send a letter about the Jews, writingwhatever seems
good to you, in the king's name, and stamping itwith the king's ring: for awriting signed in
the king's name and stampedwith the king's ringmay not be changed. 9Then at that time,
on the twenty-third day of the third month, which is the month Sivan, the king's scribes
were sent for; and everything ordered by Mordecai was put in writing and sent to the
Jews and the captains and the rulers and the chiefs of all the divisions of the kingdom
from India to Ethiopia, a hundred and twenty-seven divisions, to every division in the
writing commonly used there, and to every people in their language, and to the Jews in
their writing and their language. 10 The letters were sent in the name of King Ahasuerus
and stampedwith his ring, and theywere taken bymen on horseback, going on the quick-
running horses used for the king's business, the offspring of his best horses: 11 In these
letters the king gave authority to the Jews in every town to come together andmake a fight
for their lives, and to send death and destruction on the power of any people in any part
of the kingdom attacking them or their children or their women, and to take their goods
from them by force, 12On one day in every division of the kingdom of Ahasuerus, that is,
on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, the month Adar. 13A copy of the writing, to be
made public as an order in every division of the kingdom, was given out to all the peoples,
so that the Jews might be ready when that day came to give punishment to their haters.
14 So the men went out on the quick-running horses used on the king's business, wasting
no time and forced on by the king's order; and the order was given out in Shushan, the
king's town. 15AndMordecai went out from before the king, dressed in king-like robes of
blue and white, and with a great crown of gold and clothing of purple and the best linen:
and all the town of Shushan gave loud cries of joy. 16And the Jews had light and joy and
honour. 17And in every part of the kingdom and in every town, wherever the king's letter
and his order came, the Jewswere gladwith great joy, and had a feast and a good day. And
a great number of the people of the land became Jews: for the fear of the Jews had come
on them.

9
1Nowon the thirteenthdayof the twelfthmonth,which is themonthAdar,when the time

came for the king's order to be put into effect, on the very day when the haters of the Jews
hadbeenhoping tohave rule over them; though theoppositehadcomeabout, and the Jews
had rule over their haters; 2On that day, the Jews came together in their towns through all
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the divisions of the kingdomof Ahasuerus, for the purpose of attacking all thosewhowere
attempting evil against them: and everyone had to give way before them, for the fear of
them had come on all the peoples. 3And all the chiefs and the captains and the rulers and
those who did the king's business gave support to the Jews; because the fear of Mordecai
had come on them. 4 For Mordecai was great in the king's house, and word of him went
out through every part of the kingdom: for themanMordecai became greater and greater.
5 So the Jews overcame all their attackers with the sword and with death and destruction,
and did to their haters whatever they had a desire to do. 6And in Shushan the Jews put to
death five hundred men. 7 They put to death Parshandatha, Dalphon, Aspatha, 8 Poratha,
Adalia, Aridatha, 9 Parmashta, Arisai, Aridai, and Vaizatha, 10 The ten sons of Haman the
son of Hammedatha, the hater of the Jews; but they put not a hand on any of their goods.
11On that day the number of those who had been put to death in the town of Shushanwas
given to the king. 12And the king said to Esther the queen, The Jews have put five hundred
men to death in Shushan, as well as the ten sons of Haman: what then have they done in
the rest of the kingdom! Now what is your prayer? for it will be given to you; what other
request have you? and it will be done. 13 Then Esther said, If it is the king's pleasure, let
authority be given to the Jews in Shushan to do tomorrow as has been done today, and let
orders be given for the hanging of Haman's ten sons. 14And the king said that this was to
be done, and the order was given out in Shushan, and the hanging of Haman's ten sons
was effected. 15For the Jews who were in Shushan came together again on the fourteenth
day of themonth Adar and put to death three hundredmen in Shushan; but they put not a
hand on their goods. 16And the other Jews in every division of the kingdom came together,
fighting for their lives, andgot salvation fromtheirhaters andput seventy-five thousandof
them to death; but they did not put a hand on their goods. 17This they did on the thirteenth
day of the month Adar; and on the fourteenth day of the samemonth they took their rest,
and made it a day of feasting and joy. 18 But the Jews in Shushan came together on the
thirteenth and on the fourteenth day of themonth; and on the fifteenth day they took their
rest, and made it a day of feasting and joy. 19 So the Jews of the country places living in
unwalled towns make the fourteenth day of the month Adar a day of feasting and joy and
a good day, a day for sending offerings one to another. 20And Mordecai sent letters to all
the Jews in every division of the kingdom of Ahasuerus, near and far, 21Ordering them to
keep the fourteenth day of themonth Adar and the fifteenth day of the samemonth, every
year, 22Asdaysonwhich the Jewshadrest fromtheirhaters, and themonthwhich for them
was turned fromsorrow to joy, and fromweeping to a goodday: and that theywere to keep
themas days of feasting and joy, of sending offerings to one another and good things to the
poor. 23And the Jews gave theirword to go on as they had been doing and asMordecai had
given them orders in writing; 24Because Haman, the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the
hater of all the Jews, had made designs for their destruction, attempting to get a decision
by Pur (that is, chance) with a view to putting an end to them and cutting them off; 25But
when the business was put before the king, he gave orders by letters that the evil design
which he had made against the Jews was to be turned against himself; and that he and
his sons were to be put to death by hanging. 26 So these days were named Purim, after
the name of Pur. And so, because of the words of this letter, and of what they had seen in
connection with this business, and what had come to them, 27 The Jews made a rule and
gave an undertaking, causing their seed and all those who were joined to them to do the
same, so that it might be in force for ever, that they would keep those two days, as ordered
in the letter, at the fixed time every year; 28And that those dayswere to be kept inmemory
through every generation and every family, in every division of the kingdom and every
town, that theremight never be a timewhen these days of Purimwould not be kept among
the Jews, or when the memory of them would go from the minds of their seed. 29 Then
Esther the queen, daughter of Abihail, and Mordecai the Jew, sent a second letter giving
the force of their authority to the order about the Purim. 30And he sent letters to all the
Jews in the hundred and twenty-seven divisions of the kingdom of Ahasuerus, with true
words of peace, 31 Giving the force of law to these days of Purim at their fixed times, as
they had been ordered byMordecai the Jew and Esther the queen, and in keepingwith the
rules they hadmade for themselves and their seed, in connection with their time of going
without food and their cry for help. 32 The order given by Esther gave the force of law to
the rules about the Purim; and it was recorded in the book.

10
1And King Ahasuerus put a tax on the land and on the islands of the sea. 2And all his

acts of power and his great strength and the full story of the high place which the king
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gave Mordecai, are they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Media and
Persia? 3 For Mordecai the Jew was second only to King Ahasuerus, and great among the
Jews and respected by the body of his countrymen;working for the good of his people, and
saying words of peace to all his seed.
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The Book of
Job

1 There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job. He was without sin and
upright, fearing God and keeping himself far from evil. 2And he had seven sons and three
daughters. 3 And of cattle he had seven thousand sheep and goats, and three thousand
camels, and a thousand oxen, and five hundred she-asses, and a very great number of
servants. And the man was greater than any of the sons of the east. 4His sons regularly
went to one another's houses, and every one on his day gave a feast: and at these times
they sent for their three sisters to take part in their feasts with them. 5And at the end of
their days of feasting, Job sent and made them clean, getting up early in the morning and
offering burned offerings for them all. For, Job said, It may be that my sons have done
wrong and said evil of God in their hearts. And Job did this whenever the feasts came
round. 6 And there was a day when the sons of the gods came together before the Lord,
and the Satan camewith them. 7And the Lord said to the Satan,Where do you come from?
And the Satan said in answer, Fromwandering thisway and that on the earth, andwalking
about on it. 8And the Lord said to the Satan, Have you taken note of my servant Job, for
there is no one like him on the earth, a man without sin and upright, fearing God and
keeping himself far from evil? 9And the Satan said in answer to the Lord, Is it for nothing
that Job is a god-fearingman? 10Have you yourself not put awall round himandhis house
and all he has on every side, blessing the work of his hands, and increasing his cattle in
the land? 11 But now, put out your hand against all he has, and he will be cursing you to
your face. 12And the Lord said to the Satan, See, I give all he has into your hands, only do
not put a finger on the man himself. And the Satan went out from before the Lord. 13And
there was a day when his sons and daughters were feasting in the house of their oldest
brother, 14And aman came to Job, and said, The oxenwere ploughing, and the asses were
taking their food by their side: 15And themen of Sheba came against them and took them
away, putting the young men to the sword, and I was the only one who got away safe to
give you the news. 16And this one was still talking when another came, and said, The fire
of God came down from heaven, burning up the sheep and the goats and the young men
completely, and I was the only one who got away safe to give you the news. 17 And this
one was still talking when another came, and said, The Chaldaeans made themselves into
three bands, and came down on the camels and took them away, putting the young men
to the sword, and I was the only one who got away safe to give you the news. 18And this
one was still talking when another came, and said, Your sons and your daughters were
feasting together in their oldest brother's house, 19When a great wind came rushing from
the waste land against the four sides of the house, and it came down on the young men,
and they are dead; and I was the only onewho got away safe to give you the news. 20Then
Job got up, and after parting his clothing and cutting off his hair, he went down on his face
to the earth, and gave worship, and said, 21With nothing I came out of my mother's body,
and with nothing I will go back there; the Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; let the
Lord's name be praised. 22 In all this Job did no sin, and did not say that God's acts were
foolish.

2
1And there was a day when the sons of the gods came together before the Lord, and the

Satan camewith them. 2And the Lord said to the Satan,Where do you come from? And the
Satan said in answer, From wandering this way and that on the earth, and walking about
on it. 3 And the Lord said to the Satan, Have you taken note of my servant Job, for there
is no one like him on the earth, a man without sin and upright, fearing God and keeping
himself far from evil? and he still keeps his righteousness, though you have been moving
me to send destruction on him without cause. 4And the Satan said in answer to the Lord,
Skin for skin, all a man has he will give for his life. 5 But now, if you only put your hand
on his bone and his flesh, he will certainly be cursing you to your face. 6And the Lord said
to the Satan, See, he is in your hands, only do not take his life. 7 And the Satan went out
from before the Lord, and sent on Job an evil disease covering his skin from his feet to the
top of his head. 8And he took a broken bit of a pot, and, seated in the dust, was rubbing
himself with the sharp edge of it. 9 And his wife said to him, Are you still keeping your
righteousness? Say a curse against God, and put an end to yourself. 10And he said to her,
You are talking like one of the foolish women. If we take the good God sends us, are we
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not to take the evil when it comes? In all this Job kept his lips from sin. 11And Job's three
friends had word of all this evil which had come on him. And they came every one from
his place, Eliphaz the Temanite, and Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite. So
they came together to a meeting-place, in order that they might go and make clear to Job
their grief for him, and give him comfort. 12And lifting up their eyes when they were still
far off, it did not seem that the man they saw was Job because of the change in him. And
they gave way to bitter weeping, with signs of grief, and put dust on their heads. 13 And
they took their seats on the earth by his side for seven days and seven nights: but no one
said a word to him, for they saw that his pain was very great.

3
1Then, opening hismouth, and cursing the day of his birth, 2 Jobmade answer and said,

3Let destruction take the day of my birth, and the night on which it was said, A man child
has come into the world. 4 That day — let it be dark; let not God take note of it from on
high, and let not the light be shining on it; 5 Let the dark and the black night take it for
themselves; let it be covered with a cloud; let the dark shades of day send fear on it. 6That
night — let the thick dark take it; let it not have joy among the days of the year; let it not
come into the number of the months. 7As for that night, let it have no fruit; let no voice of
joy be sounded in it; 8Let it be cursed by those who put a curse on the day; who are ready
to make Leviathan awake. 9 Let its morning stars be dark; let it be looking for light, but
may it not have any; let it not see the eyes of the dawn. 10Because it did not keep the doors
of mymother's body shut, so that trouble might be veiled frommy eyes. 11Why did death
not takemewhen I came out of mymother's body, why did I not, when I came out, give up
my last breath? 12Why did the knees take me, or why the breasts that they might give me
milk? 13 For then I might have gone to my rest in quiet, and in sleep have been in peace,
14With kings and thewise ones of the earth, who put up great houses for themselves; 15Or
with rulers who had gold, and whose houses were full of silver; 16 Or as a child dead at
birth I might never have come into existence; like young children who have not seen the
light. 17 There the passions of the evil are over, and those whose strength has come to an
endhave rest. 18There the prisoners are at peace together; the voice of the overseer comes
not again to their ears. 19The small and the great are there, and the servant is free fromhis
master. 20Whydoes he give light to himwho is in trouble, and life to the bitter in soul; 21To
those whose desire is for death, but it comes not; who are searching for it more than for
secret wealth; 22Who are glad with great joy, and full of delight when they come to their
last resting-place; 23To a man whose way is veiled, and who is shut in by God? 24 In place
of my food I have grief, and cries of sorrow come from me like water. 25 For I have a fear
and it comes on me, and my heart is greatly troubled. 26 I have no peace, no quiet, and no
rest; nothing but pain comes onme.

4
1 And Eliphaz the Temanite made answer and said, 2 If one says a word, will it be a

weariness to you? but who is able to keep from saying what is in his mind? 3 Truly, you
have been a helper to others, and you have made feeble hands strong; 4He who was near
to fallinghasbeen liftedupbyyourwords, andyouhavegiven strength tobent knees. 5But
now it has come on you and it is a weariness to you; you are touched by it and your mind
is troubled. 6 Is not your fear of God your support, and your upright way of life your hope?
7Have you ever seen destruction come to an upright man? or when were the god-fearing
ever cut off? 8What I have seen is that those bywhom trouble has been ploughed, and evil
planted, get the same for themselves. 9 By the breath of God destruction takes them, and
by the wind of his wrath they are cut off. 10Though the noise of the lion and the sounding
of his voice, may be loud, the teeth of the young lions are broken. 11 The old lion comes
to his end for need of food, and the young of the she-lion go wandering in all directions.
12Aword was given tome secretly, and the low sound of it came tomy ears. 13 In troubled
thoughts from visions of the night, when deep sleep comes on men, 14 Fear came on me
and shaking, andmy boneswere full of trouble; 15And a breathwasmoving overmy face;
the hair of my flesh became stiff: 16 Something was present before me, but I was not able
to see it clearly; there was a form before my eyes: a quiet voice came to my ears, saying:
17May aman be upright before God? or aman be clean before hisMaker? 18Truly, he puts
no faith in his servants, and he sees error in his angels; 19How much more those living
in houses of earth, whose bases are in the dust! They are crushed more quickly than an
insect; 20Betweenmorning and evening they are completely broken; they come to an end



Job 4:21 364 Job 6:27

for ever, and no one takes note. 21 If their tent-cord is pulled up, do they not come to an
end, and without wisdom?

5
1Give now a cry for help; is there anyone whowill give you an answer? and to which of

the holy ones will you make your prayer? 2 For wrath is the cause of death to the foolish,
and he who has no wisdom comes to his end through passion. 3 I have seen the foolish
taking root, but suddenly the curse came on his house. 4Now his children have no safe
place, and they are crushed before the judges, for no one takes up their cause. 5 Their
produce is taken by him who has no food, and their grain goes to the poor, and he who
is in need of water gets it from their spring. 6 For evil does not come out of the dust, or
trouble out of the earth; 7 But trouble is man's fate from birth, as the flames go up from
the fire. 8But as for me, I would makemy prayer to God, and I would put my cause before
him: 9Who does great things outside our knowledge, wonders without number: 10Who
gives rain on the earth, and sends water on the fields: 11Lifting up those who are low, and
putting the sad in a safe place; 12Whomakes the designs of thewise gowrong, so that they
are unable to give effect to their purposes. 13He takes the wise in their secret designs, and
thepurposes of the twistedare cut off suddenly. 14 In thedaytime it becomesdark for them,
and in the sunlight they go feeling about as if it was night. 15But he keeps safe from their
sword those who have no father, and the poor from the power of the strong. 16So the poor
man has hope, and the mouth of the evil-doer is stopped. 17Truly, that man is happy who
has training from the hand of God: so do not let your heart be shut to the teaching of the
Ruler of all. 18 For after his punishment he gives comfort, and after wounding, his hands
make you well. 19He will keep you safe from six troubles, and in seven no evil will come
near you. 20When there is need of food he will keep you from death, and in war from the
power of the sword. 21He will keep you safe from the evil tongue; and you will have no
fear of wasting when it comes. 22 You will make sport of destruction and need, and will
have no fear of the beasts of the earth. 23 For you will be in agreement with the stones of
the earth, and the beasts of the field will be at peace with you. 24And you will be certain
that your tent is at peace, and after looking over your property youwill see that nothing is
gone. 25You will be certain that your seed will be great, and your offspring like the plants
of the earth. 26Youwill come to your last resting-place in full strength, as the grain is taken
up to the crushing-floor in its time. 27 See, we have made search with care, and it is so; it
has come to our ears; see that you take note of it for yourself.

6
1And Job made answer and said, 2 If only my passion might be measured, and put into

the scales against my trouble! 3 For then its weight would be more than the sand of the
seas: because of this my words have been uncontrolled. 4 For the arrows of the Ruler of
all are present with me, and their poison goes deep into my spirit: his army of fears is put
in order against me. 5Does the ass of the fields give out his voice when he has grass? or
does the oxmake sounds over his food? 6Will a man take food which has no taste without
salt? or is there any taste in the soft substance of purslain? 7My soul has no desire for
such things, they are as disease in my food. 8 If only I might have an answer to my prayer,
and God would give me my desire! 9 If only he would be pleased to put an end to me; and
would let loose his hand, so that I might be cut off! 10 So I would still have comfort, and
I would have joy in the pains of death, for I have not been false to the words of the Holy
One. 11Have I strength to go on waiting, or have I any end to be looking forward to? 12 Is
my strength the strength of stones, or is my flesh brass? 13 I have no help in myself, and
wisdom is completely gone fromme. 14Hewhose heart is shut against his friend has given
up the fear of the Ruler of all. 15My friends have been false like a stream, like streams
in the valleys which come to an end: 16Which are dark because of the ice, and the snow
falling into them; 17Under the burning sun they are cut off, and come to nothing because
of the heat. 18 The camel-trains go out of their way; they go up into the waste and come
to destruction. 19The camel-trains of Tema were searching with care, the bands of Sheba
were waiting for them: 20 They were put to shame because of their hope; they came and
their hope was gone. 21 So have you now become to me; you see my sad condition and are
in fear. 22Did I say, Give me something? or, Make a payment for me out of your wealth?
23Or, Get me out of the power of my hater? or, Give money so that I may be free from the
power of the cruel ones? 24Giveme teaching and Iwill be quiet; andmakeme seemyerror.
25Howpleasingareuprightwords! butwhat force is there inyourarguments? 26Mywords
may seemwrong to you, but the words of himwho has no hope are for the wind. 27Truly,
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you are such as would give up the child of a dead man to his creditors, and would make a
profit out of your friend. 28Now then, let your eyes be turned tome, for truly I will not say
what is false to your face. 29 Let your minds be changed, and do not have an evil opinion
of me; yes, be changed, for my righteousness is still in me. 30 Is there evil in my tongue? is
not the cause of my trouble clear to me?

7
1Has not man his ordered time of trouble on the earth? and are not his days like the

days of a servant working for payment? 2 As a servant desiring the shades of evening,
and a workman looking for his payment: 3 So I have for my heritage months of pain to no
purpose, and nights of weariness are given to me. 4When I go to my bed, I say, When will
it be time to get up? but the night is long, and I am turning from side to side till morning
light. 5My flesh is covered with worms and dust; my skin gets hard and then is cracked
again. 6My days go quicker than the cloth-worker's thread, and come to an end without
hope. 7O, keep in mind that my life is wind: my eye will never again see good. 8 The eye
of him who sees me will see me no longer: your eyes will be looking for me, but I will be
gone. 9 A cloud comes to an end and is gone; so he who goes down into the underworld
comes not up again. 10Hewill not come back to his house, and his placewill have nomore
knowledge of him. 11So I will not keepmymouth shut; I will let the words come from it in
the pain of my spirit, my soul will make a bitter outcry. 12Am I a sea, or a sea-beast, that
you put a watch overme? 13When I say, Inmy bed I will have comfort, there I will get rest
frommydisease; 14Thenyou senddreams tome, andvisions of fear; 15So that aharddeath
seems better tomy soul thanmy pains. 16 I have no desire for life, I would not be living for
ever! Keep away fromme, formydays are as a breath. 17What isman, that you havemade
him great, and that your attention is fixed on him, 18And that your hand is on him every
morning, and that you are testing him every minute? 19How long will it be before your
eyes are turned away fromme, so that I may have aminute's breathing-space? 20 If I have
donewrong,what have I done to you, O keeper ofmen? whyhave youmademeamark for
your blows, so that I am a weariness to myself? 21And why do you not take away my sin,
and letmywrongdoing be ended? for now I go down to the dust, and youwill be searching
for mewith care, but I will be gone.

8
1 Then Bildad the Shuhite made answer and said, 2How long will you say these things,

and how long will the words of your mouth be like a strong wind? 3Does God give wrong
decisions? or is the Ruler of all not upright in his judging? 4 If your children have done
evil against him, then their punishment is fromhis hand. 5 If youwillmake search for God
with care, and put your request before the Ruler of all; 6 If you are clean and upright; then
he will certainly be moved to take up your cause, and will make clear your righteousness
by building up your house again. 7 And though your start was small, your end will be
very great. 8 Put the question now to the past generations, and give attention to what has
been searched out by their fathers: 9 (Forwe are but of yesterday, and have no knowledge,
because our days on earth are gone like a shade:) 10Will they not give you teaching, and
saywords ofwisdom to you? 11Will the river-plant comeup in its pridewithoutwet earth?
will the grass get tall without water? 12When it is still green, without being cut down, it
becomes dry and dead before any other plant. 13 So is the end of all who do not keep God
in mind; and the hope of the evil-doer comes to nothing: 14Whose support is cut off, and
whose hope is no stronger than a spider's thread. 15He is looking to his family for support,
but it is not there; he puts his hope in it, but it comes to nothing. 16He is full of strength
before the sun, and his branches go out over his garden. 17His roots are twisted round the
stones, forcing theirway in between them. 18 If he is taken away fromhis place, then itwill
say, I have not seen you. 19 Such is the joy of his way, and out of the dust another comes
up to take his place. 20Truly, Godwill not give up himwho is without sin, andwill not take
evil-doers by the hand. 21 The time will come when your mouth will be full of laughing,
and cries of joy will come from your lips. 22 Your haters will be clothed with shame, and
the tent of the sinner will not be seen again.

9
1 And Job made answer and said, 2 Truly, I see that it is so: and how is it possible for a

man to get his right before God? 3 If a man was desiring to go to law with him, he would
not be able to give him an answer to one out of a thousand questions. 4He is wise in heart
and great in strength: who ever made his face hard against him, and any good came of
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it? 5 It is he who takes away themountains without their knowledge, overturning them in
his wrath: 6Who is moving the earth out of its place, so that its pillars are shaking: 7Who
gives orders to the sun, and it does not give its light; andwho keeps the stars from shining.
8By whose hand the heavens were stretched out, and who is walking on the waves of the
sea: 9Whomade the Bear and Orion, and the Pleiades, and the store-houses of the south:
10Who does great things not to be searched out; yes, wonders without number. 11 See, he
goes past me and I see him not: he goes on before, but I have no knowledge of him. 12 If
he puts out his hand to take, by whommay it be turned back? who may say to him, What
are you doing? 13 God's wrath may not be turned back; the helpers of Rahab were bent
down under him. 14Howmuch less may I give an answer to him, using the right words in
argumentwith him? 15Even ifmy causewas good, I would not be able to give an answer; I
would make request for grace from himwhowas against me. 16 If I had sent for him to be
present, and he had come, Iwould have no faith that hewould give ear tomy voice. 17For I
wouldbe crushedbyhis storm,mywoundswouldbe increasedwithout cause. 18Hewould
not letme takemy breath, but I would be full of bitter grief. 19 If it is a question of strength,
he says, Here I am! and if it is a question of a cause at law, he says,Whowill giveme a fixed
day? 20Though Iwas in the right, hewould say that Iwas in thewrong; I have done no evil;
but he says that I am a sinner. 21 I have done no wrong; I give no thought to what becomes
of me; I have no desire for life. 22 It is all the same to me; so I say, He puts an end to the
sinner and to him who has done no wrong together. 23 If death comes suddenly through
disease, he makes sport of the fate of those who have done no wrong. 24The land is given
into the power of the evil-doer; the faces of its judges are covered; if not by him, then who
has done it? 25My days go quicker than a post-runner: they go in flight, they see no good.
26They go rushing on like reed-boats, like an eagle dropping suddenly on its food. 27 If I say,
I will put my grief out of mind, I will let my face be sad no longer and I will be bright; 28 I
go in fear of all my pains; I am certain that I will not be free from sin in your eyes. 29 You
will not let me be clear of sin! why then do I take trouble for nothing? 30 If I am washed
with snow water, and make my hands clean with soap; 31 Then you will have me pushed
into the dust, so that I will seem disgusting to my very clothing. 32 For he is not a man as I
am, that I might give him an answer, that wemight come together before a judge. 33There
is no one to give a decision between us, who might have control over us. 34 Let him take
away his rod fromme and not send his fear onme: 35Then Iwould saywhat is inmymind
without fear of him; for there is no cause of fear inmyself.

10
1My soul is tired of life; I will let my sad thoughts go free in words; my soul will make a

bitter outcry. 2 Iwill say toGod, Donot putmedownas a sinner;make clear tomewhat you
have against me. 3What profit is it to you to be cruel, to give up the work of your hands,
looking kindly on the design of evil-doers? 4Have you eyes of flesh, or do you see as man
sees? 5Are your days as the days of man, or your years like his, 6That you take note of my
sin, searching aftermywrongdoing, 7Though you see that I amnot an evil-doer; and there
is no one who is able to take a man out of your hands? 8 Your hands made me, and I was
formed by you, but then, changing your purpose, you gave me up to destruction. 9O keep
in mind that you made me out of earth; and will you send me back again to dust? 10Was
I not drained out like milk, becoming hard like cheese? 11By you I was clothed with skin
and flesh, and joined together with bones and muscles. 12You have been kind to me, and
your grace has been with me, and your care has kept my spirit safe. 13But you kept these
things in the secret of your heart; I am certain this was in your thoughts: 14 That, if I did
wrong, youwould takenote of it, andwouldnotmakeme clear fromsin: 15That, if Iwas an
evil-doer, the curse would come on me; and if I was upright, my head would not be lifted
up, being full of shameandovercomewith trouble. 16And that if therewas cause for pride,
you would go after me like a lion; and again put out your wonders against me: 17That you
would sendnewwitnesses againstme, increasing yourwrath againstme, and letting loose
new armies onme. 18Why then did youmakeme come out ofmymother's body? It would
havebeenbetter forme tohave takenmy lastbreath, and fornoeye tohave seenme, 19And
forme tohavebeenas if I hadnot been; tohavebeen taken frommymother's body straight
to my last resting-place. 20Are not the days of my life small in number? Let your eyes be
turned away fromme, so that I may have a little pleasure, 21Before I go to the place from
which I will not come back, to the land where all is dark and black, 22A land of thick dark,
without order, where the very light is dark.
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11
1 Then Zophar the Naamathite made answer and said, 2 Are all these words to go

unanswered? and is a man seen to be right because he is full of talk? 3Are your words of
pride tomakemenkeepquiet? andareyou tomake sport,withnoone toput you to shame?
4Youmay say, Myway is clean, and I am free from sin in your eyes. 5But if only Godwould
takeup theword, openinghis lips in argumentwith you; 6Andwouldmake clear to you the
secrets of wisdom, and the wonders of his purpose! 7Are you able to take God's measure,
to make discovery of the limits of the Ruler of all? 8They are higher than heaven; what is
there for you to do? deeper than the underworld, and outside your knowledge; 9 Longer
inmeasure than the earth, andwider than the sea. 10 If he goes on his way, shutting aman
up and putting him to death, who may make him go back from his purpose? 11 For in his
eyes men are as nothing; he sees evil and takes note of it. 12And so a hollow-minded man
will get wisdom, when a young ass of the field gets teaching. 13 But if you put your heart
right, stretching out your hands to him; 14 If you put far away the evil of your hands, and
let no wrongdoing have a place in your tent; 15Then truly your face will be lifted up, with
nomark of sin, and youwill be fixed in your place without fear: 16For your sorrowwill go
from your memory, like waters flowing away: 17And your life will be brighter than day;
though it is dark, it will become like the morning. 18 And you will be safe because there
is hope; after looking round, you will take your rest in quiet; 19 Sleeping with no fear of
danger; and men will be desiring to have grace in your eyes; 20 But the eyes of the evil-
doers will be wasting away; their way of flight is gone, and their only hope is the taking of
their last breath.

12
1And Jobmade answer and said, 2Nodoubt youhave knowledge, andwisdomwill come

to an end with you. 3 But I have a mind as well as you; I am equal to you: yes, who has
not knowledge of such things as these? 4 It seems that I am to be as one who is a cause of
laughing to his neighbour, one whomakes his prayer to God and is answered! the upright
man who has done no wrong is to be made sport of! 5 In the thought of him who is in
comfort there is no respect for one who is in trouble; such is the fate of those whose feet
are slipping. 6 There is wealth in the tents of those who make destruction, and those by
whom God is moved to wrath are safe; even those whose god is their strength. 7 But put
now a question to the beasts, and get teaching from them; or to the birds of the heaven,
and they will make it clear to you; 8Or to the things which go flat on the earth, and they
will give you wisdom; and the fishes of the sea will give you news of it. 9Who does not see
by all these that the hand of the Lord has done this? 10 In whose hand is the soul of every
living thing, and the breath of all flesh of man. 11 Are not words tested by the ear, even
as food is tasted by the mouth? 12Old men have wisdom, and a long life gives knowledge.
13With him there is wisdom and strength; power and knowledge are his. 14Truly, there is
nobuildingupofwhat is pulleddownbyhim;whenaman is shutupbyhim, noonemay let
him loose. 15Truly, he keeps back the waters and they are dry; he sends them out and the
earth is overturned. 16Withhimare strengthandwisedesigns; hewho is guided into error,
together with his guide, are in his hands; 17He takes away the wisdom of the wise guides,
and makes judges foolish; 18He undoes the chains of kings, and puts his band on them;
19He makes priests prisoners, overturning those in safe positions; 20He makes the words
of responsible persons without effect, and takes away the good sense of the old; 21He puts
shame on chiefs, and takes away the power of the strong; 22Uncovering deep things out of
thedark, andmaking thedeep shadebright; 23 Increasingnations, and sendingdestruction
on them;makingwide the lands of peoples, and then giving them up. 24He takes away the
wisdom of the rulers of the earth, and sends themwandering in awaste where there is no
way. 25They go feeling about in the dark without light, wandering without help like those
overcomewith wine.

13
1Truly, my eye has seen all this, word of it has come to my ear, and I have knowledge of

it. 2The same things are inmymind as in yours; I am equal to you. 3But I would have talk
with the Ruler of all, and my desire is to have an argument with God. 4But you put a false
face on things; all your attempts to put things right are of novalue. 5 If only youwould keep
quiet, it would be a sign of wisdom! 6Give ear to the argument ofmymouth, and take note
of the words of my lips. 7Will you say in God's namewhat is not right, and put false words
into his mouth? 8Will you have respect for God's person in this cause, and put yourselves
forward as his supporters? 9Will it be good for you to be searched out by him, or have you
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the thought that hemay be guided into error like aman? 10Hewill certainly put you right,
if you have respect for persons in secret. 11Will not his glory put you in fear, so that your
hearts will be overcome before him? 12 Your wise sayings are only dust, and your strong
places are only earth. 13Keepquiet, and letme saywhat is inmymind,whatevermay come
to me. 14 I will take my flesh in my teeth, and put my life in my hand. 15 Truly, he will put
an end to me; I have no hope; but I will not give way in argument before him; 16And that
will be my salvation, for an evil-doer would not come before him, 17Give ear with care to
my words, and keep what I say in your minds. 18 See now, I have put my cause in order,
and I am certain that I will be seen to be right. 19 Is any one able to take up the argument
against me? If so, I would keep quiet and give up my breath. 20Only two things do not do
to me, then I will come before your face: 21Take your hand far away fromme; and let me
not be overcome by fear of you. 22 Then at the sound of your voice I will give answer; or
let me put forward my cause for you to give me an answer. 23What is the number of my
evil-doings andmy sins? give me knowledge of them. 24Why is your face veiled fromme,
as if I was numbered among your haters? 25Will you be hard on a leaf in flight before the
wind? will youmake a dry stem gomore quickly on its way? 26For you put bitter things on
record against me, and send punishment on me for the sins of my early years; 27And you
put chains on my feet, watching all my ways, and making a limit for my steps; 28 Though
a man comes to nothing like a bit of dead wood, or like a robe which has become food for
the worm.

14
1As forman, the son ofwoman, his days are short and full of trouble. 2He comes out like

a flower, and is cut down: he goes in flight like a shade, and is never seen again. 3 Is it on
suchaoneas this that your eyes arefixed,with thepurpose of judginghim? 4 If only a clean
thingmight comeout of anunclean! But it is not possible. 5 If his days are ordered, and you
have knowledge of the number of hismonths, having givenhimafixed limit pastwhich he
maynot go; 6Let your eyes be turned away fromhim, and take yourhand fromhim, so that
hemay have pleasure at the end of his day, like a servantworking for payment. 7For there
is hope of a tree; if it is cut down, it will come to life again, and its branches will not come
to an end. 8Though its root may be old in the earth, and its cut-off endmay be dead in the
dust; 9Still, at the smell ofwater, itwillmakebuds, andput out branches like a youngplant.
10But man comes to his death and is gone: he gives up his spirit, and where is he? 11 The
waters go from a pool, and a river becomes waste and dry; 12Soman goes down to his last
resting-place and comes not again: till the heavens come to an end, theywill not be awake
or come out of their sleep. 13 If only youwould keepme safe in the underworld, puttingme
in a secret place till your wrath is past, giving me a fixed time when I might come to your
memoryagain! 14 If death takes aman,will he come to life again? All thedaysofmy trouble
Iwouldbewaiting, till the time came forme tobe free. 15At the soundof your voice Iwould
give an answer, and you would have a desire for the work of your hands. 16 For now my
steps are numbered by you, and my sin is not overlooked. 17Mywrongdoing is corded up
in a bag, and my sin is shut up safe. 18 But truly a mountain falling comes to dust, and a
rock ismoved from its place; 19The stones are crushed small by the force of thewaters; the
dust of the earth is washed away by their overflowing: and so you put an end to the hope
ofman. 20You overcome him for ever, and he is gone; his face is changed in death, and you
send him away. 21His sons come to honour, and he has no knowledge of it; they are made
low, but he is not conscious of it. 22Only his flesh still has pain, and his soul is sad.

15
1And Eliphaz the Temanitemade answer and said, 2Will a wisemanmake answerwith

knowledge of no value, or will he give birth to the east wind? 3Will he make arguments
withwords inwhich is no profit, andwith sayingswhich have no value? 4Truly, youmake
the fear of Godwithout effect, so that the time of quiet worship before God is made less by
your outcry. 5For your mouth is guided by your sin, and you have taken the tongue of the
false for yourself. 6 It is by yourmouth, even yours, that you are judged to be in thewrong,
and not by me; and your lips give witness against you. 7Were you the first man to come
into theworld? ordidyoucome intobeingbefore thehills? 8Wereyoupresent at the secret
meeting of God? and have you taken all wisdom for yourself? 9What knowledge have you
whichwehavenot? is thereanything inyourmindwhich isnot inours? 10Withusaremen
who are grey-haired and full of years, much older than your father. 11Are the comforts of
God not enough for you, and the gentle word which was said to you? 12Why is your heart
uncontrolled, andwhyare your eyes liftedup; 13So that you are turning your spirit against
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God, and letting such words go out of your mouth? 14What is man, that he may be clean?
and howmay the son of woman be upright? 15Truly, he puts no faith in his holy ones, and
the heavens are not clean in his eyes; 16Howmuch less onewho is disgusting and unclean,
a man who takes in evil like water! 17 Take note and give ear to my words; and I will say
what I have seen: 18 (The things whichwisemen have got from their fathers, and have not
kept secret from us; 19 For only to them was the land given, and no strange people were
among them:) 20 The evil man is in pain all his days, and the number of the years stored
up for the cruel is small. 21A sound of fear is in his ears; in time of peace destruction will
come on him: 22He has no hope of coming safe out of the dark, and his fate will be the
sword; 23He is wandering about in search of bread, saying, Where is it? and he is certain
that the day of trouble is ready for him: 24He is greatly in fear of the dark day, trouble and
pain overcomehim: 25Because his hand is stretched out against God, andhis heart is lifted
up against the Ruler of all, 26Running against him like a man of war, covered by his thick
breastplate; even like a king ready for the fight, 27Because his face is coveredwith fat, and
his body has become thick; 28And he has made his resting-place in the towns which have
been pulled down, in houses where no man had a right to be, whose fate was to become
masses of brokenwalls. 29Hedoesnot getwealth forhimself, and is unable to keepwhathe
has got; theheads of his grain arenot bent down to the earth. 30Hedoesnot comeout of the
dark; his branches are burned by the flame, and the wind takes away his bud. 31 Let him
notputhis hope inwhat is false, falling into error: forhewill get deceit ashis reward. 32His
branch is cut off before its time, and his leaf is no longer green. 33He is like a vine whose
grapes do not come to full growth, or an olive-tree dropping its flowers. 34For the band of
the evil-doers gives no fruit, and the tents of those who give wrong decisions for reward
are burned with fire. 35Evil has made themwith child, and they give birth to trouble; and
the fruit of their body is shame for themselves.

16
1 And Job made answer and said, 2 Such things have frequently come to my ears: you

are comforters who only give trouble. 3May words which are like the wind be stopped?
or what is troubling you to make answer to them? 4 It would not be hard for me to say
such things if your souls were in my soul's place; joining words together against you, and
shakingmy head at you: 5 I might give you strengthwithmymouth, and not keep back the
comfort of my lips. 6 If I say what is in my mind, my pain becomes no less: and if I keep
quiet, how much of it goes from me? 7But now he has overcome me with weariness and
fear, and I am in the grip of all my trouble. 8 It has come up as a witness against me, and
the wasting of my fleshmakes answer tomy face. 9 I am broken by his wrath, and his hate
has gone after me; he has made his teeth sharp against me: my haters are looking on me
with cruel eyes; 10 Their mouths are open wide against me; the blows of his bitter words
are falling on my face; all of them come together in a mass against me. 11 God gives me
over to the power of sinners, sending me violently into the hands of evil-doers. 12 I was in
comfort, but I have been broken up by his hands; he has takenme by the neck, shakingme
to bits; he has put me up as a mark for his arrows. 13His bowmen come round about me;
their arrows go through my body without mercy; my life is drained out on the earth. 14 I
am broken with wound after wound; he comes rushing onme like a man of war. 15 I have
made haircloth the clothing of my skin, andmy horn is rolled in the dust. 16My face is red
with weeping, andmy eyes are becoming dark; 17Thoughmy hands have done no violent
acts, and my prayer is clean. 18O earth, let not my blood be covered, and let my cry have
no resting-place! 19Even nowmywitness is in heaven, and the supporter ofmy cause is on
high. 20My friends make sport of me; to God my eyes are weeping, 21 So that he may give
decision for a man in his cause with God, and between a son of man and his neighbour.
22For in a short time I will take the journey fromwhich I will not come back.

17
1My spirit is broken, my days are ended, the last resting-place is ready for me. 2 Truly,

those who make sport of me are round about me, and my eyes become dark because of
their bitter laughing. 3 Be pleased, now, to be responsible for me to yourself; for there is
no otherwhowill put his hand inmine. 4You have kept their hearts fromwisdom: for this
cause you will not give them honour. 5As for him who is false to his friend for a reward,
light will be cut off from the eyes of his children. 6He has made me a word of shame to
the peoples; I have become a mark for their sport. 7My eyes have become dark because
of my pain, and all my body is wasted to a shade. 8 The upright are surprised at this, and
he who has done no wrong is troubled because of the evil-doers. 9 Still the upright keeps
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on his way, and he who has clean hands gets new strength. 10 But come back, now, all of
you, come; and I will not see a wiseman among you. 11My days are past, my purposes are
broken off, even the desires ofmy heart. 12They are changing night into day; they say, The
light is near the dark. 13 If I am waiting for the underworld as my house, if I have made
my bed in the dark; 14 If I say to the earth, You aremy father; and to the worm, Mymother
andmy sister; 15Where then ismyhope? andwhowill seemydesire? 16Will they go down
withme into the underworld? Will we go down together into the dust?

18
1 Then Bildad the Shuhite made answer and said, 2How long will it be before you have

done talking? Getwisdom, and thenwewill saywhat is in ourminds. 3Whydowe seemas
beasts in your eyes, and as completely without knowledge? 4 But come back, now, come:
youwho arewounding yourself in your passion, will the earth be given up because of you,
or a rock bemoved out of its place? 5For the light of the sinner is put out, and the flame of
his fire is not shining. 6 The light is dark in his tent, and the light shining over him is put
out. 7The steps of his strength become short, and by his design destruction overtakes him.
8His feet take him into the net, and he goeswalking into the cords. 9His foot is taken in the
net; he comes into its grip. 10The twisted cord is put secretly in the earth to take him, and
the cord is placed in his way. 11He is overcome by fears on every side, they go after him at
every step. 12His strength is made feeble for need of food, and destruction is waiting for
his falling footstep. 13His skin is wasted by disease, and his body is food for the worst of
diseases. 14He is pulled out of his tent where he was safe, and he is taken away to the king
of fears. 15 In his tent will be seen that which is not his, burning stone is dropped on his
house. 16Under the earth his roots are dry, and over it his branch is cut off. 17Hismemory
is gone from the earth, and in the open country there is no knowledge of his name. 18He is
sent away from the light into the dark; he is forced out of the world. 19He has no offspring
or family amonghis people, and inhis living-place there is no one of his name. 20Athis fate
those of the west are shocked, and those of the east are overcomewith fear. 21Truly, these
are the houses of the sinner, and this is the place of himwho has no knowledge of God.

19
1And Job made answer and said, 2How long will you make my life bitter, crushing me

withwords? 3Ten times now you havemade sport ofme; it gives you no sense of shame to
do me wrong. 4And, truly, if I have been in error, the effect of my error is only on myself.
5 If you make yourselves great against me, using my punishment as an argument against
me, 6Be certain that it is Godwho has donemewrong, and has takenme in his net. 7Truly,
I make an outcry against the violent man, but there is no answer: I give a cry for help, but
no one takes up my cause. 8My way is walled up by him so that I may not go by: he has
made my roads dark. 9He has put off my glory from me, and taken the crown from my
head. 10 I ambroken downby himon every side, and I am gone;my hope is uprooted like a
tree. 11His wrath is burning against me, and I am to him as one of his haters. 12His armies
comeon together, theymake their roadhighagainstme, andputup their tents roundmine.
13He has taken my brothers far away fromme; they have seen my fate and have become
strange to me. 14My relations and my near friends have given me up, and those living in
myhouse have putmeout of theirminds. 15 I am strange tomywomen-servants, and seem
to them as one from another country. 16At my cry my servant gives me no answer, and I
have tomake a prayer to him. 17Mybreath is strange tomywife, and I amdisgusting to the
offspring of mymother's body. 18Even young children have no respect for me; when I get
up their backs are turned onme. 19All themen ofmy circle keep away fromme; and those
dear to me are turned against me. 20My bones are joined to my skin, and I have got away
withmy flesh inmy teeth. 21Have pity onme, have pity onme, Omy friends! for the hand
of God is onme. 22Why are you cruel to me, like God, for ever saying evil against me? 23 If
only my words might be recorded! if they might be put in writing in a book! 24And with
an iron pen and lead be cut into the rock for ever! 25But I am certain that hewhowill take
up my cause is living, and that in time to come he will take his place on the dust; 26And ...
without my flesh I will see God; 27Whom I will see on my side, and not as one strange to
me. My heart is brokenwith desire. 28 If you say, How cruel wewill be to him! because the
root of sin is clearly in him: 29Be in fear of the sword, for the sword is the punishment for
such things, so that youmay be certain that there is a judge.
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20
1 Then Zophar the Naamathite made answer and said, 2 For this cause my thoughts are

troublingme and drivingme on. 3 I have to give ear to arguments which putme to shame,
and your answers to me are wind without wisdom. 4Have you knowledge of this from
early times, whenmanwas placed on the earth, 5That the pride of the sinner is short, and
the joy of the evil-doer but for a minute? 6 Though he is lifted up to the heavens, and his
head goes up to the clouds; 7 Like the waste from his body he comes to an end for ever:
thosewho have seen him say,Where is he? 8He is gone like a dream, and is not seen again;
he goes in flight like a vision of the night. 9The eyewhich sawhim sees himno longer; and
his place has no more knowledge of him. 10His children are hoping that the poor will be
kind to them, and his hands give back his wealth. 11His bones are full of young strength,
but it will go downwith him into the dust. 12Though evil-doing is sweet in his mouth, and
hekeeps it secretly underhis tongue; 13Thoughhe takes care of it, anddoesnot let it go, but
keeps it still in his mouth; 14His food becomes bitter in his stomach; the poison of snakes
is inside him. 15He takes downwealth as food, and sends it up again; it is forced out of his
stomach by God. 16He takes the poison of snakes into his mouth, the tongue of the snake
is the cause of his death. 17Let him not see the rivers of oil, the streams of honey andmilk.
18He is forced to giveback the fruit of hiswork, andmaynot take it for food; hehasno joy in
the profit of his trading. 19Because he has been cruel to the poor, turning away from them
in their trouble; because he has taken a house by forcewhich he did not put up; 20There is
no peace for him in his wealth, and no salvation for him in those things in which he took
delight. 21He had never enough for his desire; for this cause his well-being will quickly
come to an end. 22Evenwhenhiswealth is great, he is full of care, for the handof everyone
who is in trouble is turned against him. 23God gives him his desire, and sends the heat of
his wrath on him, making it come down on him like rain. 24He may go in flight from the
iron spear, but the arrow from the bow of brass will go through him; 25He is pulling it out,
and it comes out of his back; and its shining point comes out of his side; he is overcome by
fears. 26All his wealth is stored up for the dark: a fire not made byman sends destruction
on him, and on everything in his tent. 27 The heavens make clear his sin, and the earth
gives witness against him. 28The produce of his house is taken away into another country,
like things given into the hands of others in the day of wrath. 29 This is the reward of the
evil man, and the heritage given to him by God.

21
1Then Jobmade answer and said, 2Give attentionwith care tomywords; and let this be

your comfort. 3 Let me say what is in my mind, and after that, go on making sport of me.
4As for me, is my outcry against man? is it then to be wondered at if my spirit is troubled?
5Takenote ofmeandbe full ofwonder, put yourhandonyourmouth. 6At the very thought
of itmyflesh is shakingwith fear. 7Why is life given to the evil-doers? why do they become
old and strong in power? 8 Their children are ever with them, and their offspring before
their eyes. 9 Their houses are free from fear, and the rod of God does not come on them.
10 Their ox is ready at all times to give seed; their cow gives birth, without dropping her
young. 11 They send out their young ones like a flock, and their children have pleasure
in the dance, 12 They make songs to the instruments of music, and are glad at the sound
of the pipe. 13 Their days come to an end without trouble, and suddenly they go down to
the underworld. 14 Though they said to God, Go away from us, for we have no desire for
the knowledge of your ways. 15What is the Ruler of all, that we may give him worship?
and what profit is it to us to make prayer to him? 16 Truly, is not their well-being in their
power? (The purpose of the evil-doers is far from me.) 17How frequently is the light of
the evil-doers put out, or does trouble come on them? how frequently does his wrath take
themwithcords? 18Howfrequentlyare theyasdry stemsbefore thewind, orasgrass taken
away by the storm-wind? 19You say, God keeps punishment stored up for his children. Let
him send it on the man himself, so that he may have the punishment of it! 20 Let his eyes
see his trouble, and let him be full of the wrath of the Ruler of all! 21For what interest has
he in his house after him, when the number of his months is ended? 22 Is anyone able to
give teaching to God? for he is the judge of those who are on high. 23One comes to his end
in complete well-being, full of peace and quiet: 24His buckets are full of milk, and there is
no loss of strength in his bones. 25And another comes to his endwith a bitter soul, without
ever tasting good. 26 Together they go down to the dust, and are covered by the worm.
27See, I am conscious of your thoughts, and of your violent purposes againstme; 28For you
say,Where is the house of the ruler, andwhere is the tent of the evil-doer? 29Have you not
put the question to the travellers, and do you not take note of their experience? 30How the
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evil man goes free in the day of trouble, and has salvation in the day of wrath? 31Whowill
make his way clear to his face? and if he has done a thing, who gives him punishment for
it? 32He is taken to his last resting-place, and keepswatch over it. 33The earth of the valley
coveringhis bones is sweet tohim, andallmen comeafter him, as therewereunnumbered
before him. 34Why then do you give me comfort with words in which there is no profit,
when you see that there is nothing in your answers but deceit?

22
1 Then Eliphaz the Temanite made answer and said, 2 Is it possible for a man to be of

profit to God? No, for a man's wisdom is only of profit to himself. 3 Is it of any interest to
theRulerof all that youareupright? or is it ofuse tohimthatyourwaysarewithout sin? 4 Is
it because you give him honour that he is sending punishment on you and is judging you?
5 Is not your evil-doing great? and there is no end to your sins. 6 For you have taken your
brother's goods when he was not in your debt, and have taken away the clothing of those
who have need of it. 7 You do not give water to the tired traveller, and from him who has
no food you keep back bread. 8 For it was the man with power who had the land, and the
man with an honoured name who was living in it. 9 You have sent widows away without
hearing their cause, and you have taken away the support of the child who has no father.
10For this cause nets are round your feet, and you are overcomewith sudden fear. 11Your
light is made dark so that you are unable to see, and you are covered by a mass of waters.
12 Is not God as high as heaven? and see the stars, how high they are! 13And you say,What
knowledge hasGod? is he able to give decisions through the deepdark? 14Thick clouds are
covering him, so that he is unable to see; and he is walking on the arch of heaven. 15Will
you keep the old way by which evil men went? 16Who were violently taken away before
their time, who were overcome by the rush of waters: 17Who said to God, Go away from
us; and, What is the Ruler of all able to do to us? 18 Though he made their houses full of
good things: but the purpose of the evil-doers is far from me! 19 The upright saw it and
were glad: and those who had done no wrong made sport of them, 20 Saying, Truly, their
substance is cut off, and their wealth is food for the fire. 21 Put yourself now in a right
relation with him and be at peace: so will you do well in your undertakings. 22Be pleased
to take teaching from his mouth, and let his words be stored up in your heart. 23 If you
come back to the Ruler of all, making yourself low before him; if you put evil far away
from your tents; 24And put your gold in the dust, even your gold of Ophir among the rocks
of the valleys; 25Then the Ruler of all will be your gold, and his teachingwill be your silver;
26 For then you will have delight in the Ruler of all, and your face will be lifted up to God.
27 You will make your prayer to him, and be answered; and you will give effect to your
oaths. 28Your purposeswill come about, and light will be shining on yourways. 29For God
makes low those whose hearts are lifted up, but he is a saviour to the poor in spirit. 30He
makes safe the man who is free from sin, and if your hands are clean, salvation will be
yours.

23
1 And Job made answer and said, 2 Even today my outcry is bitter; his hand is hard on

my sorrow. 3 If only I had knowledge of where he might be seen, so that I might come
even to his seat! 4 I would put my cause in order before him, and mymouth would be full
of arguments. 5 I would see what his answers would be, and have knowledge of what he
would say to me. 6Would he make use of his great power to overcome me? No, but he
would give attention to me. 7 There an upright man might put his cause before him; and
I would be free for ever frommy judge. 8 See, I go forward, but he is not there; and back,
but I do not see him; 9 I am looking for himon the left hand, but there is no sign of him; and
turning to the right, I amnot able to seehim. 10Forhehasknowledgeof theway I take; after
I have been tested I will come out like gold. 11My feet have gone in his steps; I have kept in
his way, without turning to one side or to the other. 12 I have never gone against the orders
of his lips; the words of his mouth have been stored up in my heart. 13But his purpose is
fixed and there is no changing it; and he gives effect to the desire of his soul. 14 For what
has been ordered for me by him will be gone through to the end: and his mind is full of
such designs. 15 For this cause I am in fear before him, my thoughts of him overcome me.
16ForGodhasmademyheart feeble, andmymind is troubled before theRuler of all. 17For
I am overcome by the dark, and by the black night which is coveringmy face.



Job 24:1 373 Job 27:3

24
1Why are times not stored up by the Ruler of all, andwhy do thosewho have knowledge

of himnot seehis days? 2The landmarks are changedby evilmen, they violently take away
flocks, togetherwith their keepers. 3They send away the ass of himwhohas no father, they
take the widow's ox for debt. 4 The crushed are turned out of the way; all the poor of the
earth go into a secret place together. 5Like asses in thewaste land they go out to theirwork,
looking for food with care; from the waste land they get bread for their children. 6 They
get mixed grain from the field, and they take away the late fruit from the vines of those
who have wealth. 7 They take their rest at night without clothing, and have no cover in
the cold. 8They are wet with the rain of the mountains, and get into the cracks of the rock
for cover. 9The child without a father is forced from its mother's breast, and they take the
young children of the poor for debt. 10Others go about without clothing, and though they
have no food, they get in the grain from the fields. 11Between the lines of olive-trees they
make oil; though they have no drink, they are crushing out the grapes. 12 From the town
come sounds of pain from thosewho are near death, and the soul of thewounded is crying
out for help; but God does not take note of their prayer. 13 Then there are those who are
haters of the light, who have no knowledge of its ways, and do not go in them. 14Hewho is
purposing death gets up before day, so that hemayput to death the poor and those in need.
15And themanwhosedesire is for thewife of another iswaiting for the evening, saying, No
eye will seeme; and he puts a cover on his face. And in the night the thief goes about; 16 In
thedarkhemakesholes in thewalls of houses: in thedaytime theyare shutting themselves
up, theyhavenoknowledgeof the light. 17For themiddleof thenight is asmorning to them,
they are not troubled by the fear of the dark. 18They go quickly on the face of the waters;
their heritage is cursed in the earth; the steps of the crusher of grapes are not turned to
their vine-garden. 19 Snow waters become dry with the heat: so do sinners go down into
the underworld. 20 The public place of his town has no more knowledge of him, and his
name has gone from thememory ofmen: he is rooted up like a dead tree. 21He is not kind
to thewidow, and he has no pity for her child. 22But God by his power gives long life to the
strong; he gets up again, though he has no hope of life. 23He takes away his fear of danger
and gives him support; and his eyes are on his ways. 24For a short time they are lifted up;
then they are gone; they are made low, they are pulled off like fruit, and like the heads of
grain they are cut off. 25And if it is not so, now, who will make it clear that my words are
false, and that what I say is of no value?

25
1 Then Bildad the Shuhite made answer and said, 2 Rule and power are his; he makes

peace in his high places. 3 Is it possible for his armies to be numbered? and onwhom is not
his light shining? 4How then is it possible for man to be upright before God? or howmay
he be clean who is a son of woman? 5 See, even the moon is not bright, and the stars are
not clean in his eyes: 6Howmuch less man who is an insect, and the son of man who is a
worm!

26
1Then Jobmade answer and said, 2How have you given help to himwho has no power!

how have you been the salvation of the arm which has no strength! 3 How have you
given teaching to him who has no wisdom, and fully made clear true knowledge! 4 To
whom have your words been said? and whose spirit came out from you? 5 The shades
in the underworld are shaking; the waters and those living in them. 6 The underworld is
uncovered before him, and Destruction has no veil. 7 By his hand the north is stretched
out in space, and the earth is hanging on nothing. 8 By him the waters are shut up in his
thick clouds, and the cloud does not giveway under them. 9By him the face of his high seat
is veiled, and his cloud stretched out over it. 10 By him a circle is marked out on the face
of the waters, to the limits of the light and the dark. 11 The pillars of heaven are shaking,
and are overcome by his sharp words. 12By his power the sea was made quiet; and by his
wisdom Rahab was wounded. 13By his wind the heavens become bright: by his hand the
quicklymoving snakewas cut through. 14See, these are only the outskirts of his ways; and
how small is that which comes to our ears about him! But the thunder of his acts of power
is outside all knowledge.

27
1And Job again took up the word and said, 2By the life of God, who has taken away my

right; and of the Ruler of all, who hasmademy soul bitter; 3 (For allmy breath is still inme,
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and the spirit of God is my life;) 4 Truly, there is no deceit in my lips, and my tongue does
not saywhat is false. 5Let it be far fromme! Iwill certainly not say that you are right! Iwill
come to death before I give up my righteousness. 6 I will keep it safe, and will not let it go:
my heart has nothing to say against any part of my life. 7Letmy hater be like the evil man,
and let him who comes against me be as the sinner. 8 For what is the hope of the sinner
when he is cut off, when God takes back his soul? 9Will his cry come to the ears of God
whenhe is in trouble? 10Will he take delight in the Ruler of all, andmake his prayer to God
at all times? 11 I will give you teaching about the hand of God; I will not keep secret from
youwhat is in themindof theRulerof all. 12Truly, youhaveall seen it yourselves;why then
have you become completely foolish? 13This is the punishment of the evil-doer from God,
and theheritagegiven to the cruel by theRulerof all. 14 If his childrenare increased, it is for
the sword; and his offspring have not enough bread. 15When those of his house who are
still living come to their end by disease, they are not put into the earth, and their widows
are not weeping for them. 16Though he may get silver together like dust, andmake ready
great stores of clothing; 17Hemay get them ready, but the upright will put them on, and he
who is free from sin will take the silver for a heritage. 18His house has no more strength
than a spider's thread, or a watchman's tent. 19He goes to rest full of wealth, but does so
for the last time: on opening his eyes, he sees it there no longer. 20Fears overtake him like
rushingwaters; in the night the storm-wind takes him away. 21The eastwind takes himup
and he is gone; he is forced violently out of his place. 22God sends his arrows against him
without mercy; he goes in flight before his hand. 23Menmake signs of joy because of him,
driving him from his place with sounds of hissing.

28
1 Truly there is a mine for silver, and a place where gold is washed out. 2 Iron is taken

out of the earth, and stone is changed into brass by the fire. 3Man puts an end to the dark,
searching out to the farthest limit the stones of the deep places of the dark. 4He makes a
deepmine far away from those living in the light of day; when they go about on the earth,
they have no knowledge of those who are under them, who are hanging far from men,
twisting from side to side on a cord. 5 As for the earth, bread comes out of it; but under
its face it is turned up as if by fire. 6 Its stones are the place of sapphires, and it has dust
of gold. 7No bird has knowledge of it, and the hawk's eye has never seen it. 8 The great
beasts have not gone over it, and the cruel lion has not taken that way. 9Man puts out his
hand on the hard rock, overturning mountains by the roots. 10He makes deep ways, cut
through the rock, and his eye sees everything of value. 11He keeps back the streams from
flowing, and makes the secret things come out into the light. 12 But where may wisdom
be seen? and where is the resting-place of knowledge? 13Man has not seen the way to it,
and it is not in the land of the living. 14 The deep waters say, It is not in me: and the sea
says, It is not with me. 15 Gold may not be given for it, or a weight of silver in payment
for it. 16 It may not be valued with the gold of Ophir, with the onyx of great price, or the
sapphire. 17 Gold and glass are not equal to it in price, and it may not be exchanged for
jewels of the best gold. 18 There is no need to say anything about coral or crystal; and the
value ofwisdom is greater than that of pearls. 19The topaz of Ethiopia is not equal to it, and
itmaynot be valuedwith the best gold. 20Fromwhere then doeswisdomcome, andwhere
is the resting-place of knowledge? 21For it is kept secret from the eyes of all living, unseen
by the birds of the air. 22Destruction and Death say, We have only had word of it with our
ears. 23 God has knowledge of the way to it, and of its resting-place; 24 For his eyes go to
the ends of the earth, and he sees everything under heaven. 25When hemade aweight for
thewind, measuring out thewaters; 26When hemade a law for the rain, and away for the
thunder-flames; 27Then he saw it, and put it on record; he gave it its fixed form, searching
it out completely. 28And he said to man, Truly the fear of the Lord is wisdom, and to keep
from evil is the way to knowledge.

29
1And Jobagain tookup thewordand said, 2 If only Imight againbeas Iwas in themonths

which are past, in the dayswhen Godwaswatching overme! 3When his light was shining
over my head, and when I went through the dark by his light. 4As I was in my flowering
years, whenmy tent was covered by the hand of God; 5While the Ruler of all was still with
me, andmy childrenwere roundme; 6Whenmy steps were washedwithmilk, and rivers
of oil were flowing out of the rock for me. 7When I went out of my door to go up to the
town, and took my seat in the public place, 8The young men sawme, and went away, and
the old men got up from their seats; 9 The rulers kept quiet, and put their hands on their
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mouths; 10 The chiefs kept back their words, and their tongues were joined to the roofs
of their mouths. 11 For when it came to their ears, men said that I was truly happy; and
when their eyes saw, they gave witness to me; 12 For I was a saviour to the poor when he
was crying for help, to the child with no father, and to him who had no supporter. 13 The
blessing of him who was near to destruction came on me, and I put a song of joy into the
widow's heart. 14 I put on righteousness as my clothing, and was full of it; right decisions
were to me a robe and a head-dress. 15 I was eyes to the blind, and feet to him who had
no power of walking. 16 I was a father to the poor, searching out the cause of him who
was strange to me. 17By me the great teeth of the evil-doer were broken, and I made him
give up what he had violently taken away. 18 Then I said, I will come to my end with my
children round me, my days will be as the sand in number; 19My root will be open to the
waters, and the night mist will be on my branches, 20My glory will be ever new, and my
bowwill be readily bent inmy hand. 21Men gave ear tome, waiting and keeping quiet for
my suggestions. 22After I had saidwhatwas inmymind, theywere quiet and letmywords
go deep into their hearts; 23Theywerewaiting forme as for the rain, opening theirmouths
wide as for the spring rains. 24 Iwas laughing at themwhen theyhadnohope, and the light
of my face was never clouded by their fear. 25 I took my place as a chief, guiding them on
their way, and I was as a king among his army. ...

30
1But now those who are younger than I make sport of me; those whose fathers I would

not have put with the dogs of my flocks. 2 Of what use is the strength of their hands to
me? all force is gone from them. 3 They are wasted for need of food, biting the dry earth;
their only hope of life is in the waste land. 4 They are pulling off the salt leaves from the
brushwood, andmaking ameal of roots. 5They are sent out from among their townsmen,
men are crying after them as thieves 6 They have to get a resting-place in the hollows
of the valleys, in holes of the earth and rocks. 7 They make noises like asses among the
brushwood; they get together under the thorns. 8 They are sons of shame, and of men
without a name, who have been forced out of the land. 9 And now I have become their
song, and I am a word of shame to them. 10 I am disgusting to them; they keep away from
me, and put marks of shame onme. 11For he has made loose the cord of my bow, and put
me to shame; hehas sentdownmyflag to theearthbeforeme. 12The linesofhismenofwar
put themselves in order, andmake high theirways of destruction againstme: 13They have
made waste my roads, with a view to my destruction; his bowmen come round about me;
14As through a wide broken place in the wall they come on, I am overturned by the shock
of their attack. 15 Fears have come on me; my hope is gone like the wind, and my well-
being like a cloud. 16 But now my soul is turned to water in me, days of trouble overtake
me: 17 The flesh is gone from my bones, and they give me no rest; there is no end to my
pains. 18With great force he takes a grip ofmy clothing, pullingme by the neck ofmy coat.
19Truly God has made me low, even to the earth, and I have become like dust. 20You give
no answer to my cry, and take no note of my prayer. 21 You have become cruel to me; the
strength of your hand is hard on me. 22 Lifting me up, you make me go on the wings of
the wind; I am broken up by the storm. 23 For I am certain that you will send me back to
death, and to the meeting-place ordered for all living. 24Has not my hand been stretched
out in help to the poor? have I not been a saviour to him in his trouble? 25Have I not been
weeping for the crushed? and was not my soul sad for him who was in need? 26For I was
looking for good, and evil came; I was waiting for light, and it became dark. 27My feelings
are strongly moved, and give me no rest; days of trouble have overtakenme. 28 I go about
in dark clothing, uncomforted; I get up in the public place, crying out for help. 29 I have
become a brother to the jackals, and go about in the company of ostriches. 30My skin is
black and dropping offme; andmy bones are burning with the heat of my disease. 31And
mymusic has been turned to sorrow, and the sound of my pipe into the noise of weeping.

31
1 I made an agreement with my eyes; how then might my eyes be looking on a virgin?

2 For what is God's reward from on high, or the heritage given by the Ruler of all from
heaven? 3 Is it not trouble for the sinner, and destruction for the evil-doers? 4Does he not
see myways, and are not my steps all numbered? 5 If I have gone in false ways, or my foot
has been quick in working deceit; 6 (Let me bemeasured in upright scales, and let God see
my righteousness:) 7 If my steps have been turned out of theway, or if my heart went after
my eyes, or if the property of another is in my hands; 8 Let me put seed in the earth for
another to have the fruit of it, and let my produce be uprooted. 9 If my heart went after
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anotherman'swife, or if I waswaiting secretly atmyneighbour's door; 10Then letmywife
give pleasure to another man and let others make use of her body. 11 For that would be
a crime; it would be an act for which punishment would be measured out by the judges:
12 It would be a fire burning even to destruction, and taking away all my produce. 13 If I
did wrong in the cause of myman-servant, or mywoman-servant, when they went to law
with me; 14What then will I do when God comes as my judge? and what answer may I
give to his questions? 15Did not Godmake him as well as me? did he not give us life in our
mothers' bodies? 16 If I kept back the desire of the poor; if the widow's eye was looking for
help to no purpose; 17 If I kept my food for myself, and did not give some of it to the child
with no father; 18 (For I was cared for by God as by a father frommy earliest days; he was
my guide from the body of my mother;) 19 If I saw one near to death for need of clothing,
and that the poor had nothing covering him; 20 If his back did not give me a blessing, and
thewool ofmy sheep did notmake himwarm; 21 Ifmyhandhad been lifted up against him
who had done nowrong, when I saw that I was supported by the judges; 22Maymy armbe
pulled frommybody, and be broken from its base. 23For the fear of God keptme back, and
because of his power I might not do such things. 24 If I made goldmy hope, or if I ever said
to the best gold, I have put my faith in you; 25 If I was glad because my wealth was great,
and becausemy hand had got together a great store; 26 If, when I saw the sun shining, and
themoonmoving on its bright way, 27A secret feeling of worship came into my heart, and
my hand gave kisses frommymouth; 28That would have been another sin to be rewarded
with punishment by the judges; for I would have been false to God on high. 29 If I was glad
at the trouble of my hater, and gave cries of joy when evil overtook him; 30 (For I did not
let mymouth give way to sin, in putting a curse on his life;) 31 If themen ofmy tent did not
say,Who has not had full measure of hismeat? 32The traveller did not take his night's rest
in the street, and my doors were open to anyone on a journey; 33 If I kept my evil doings
covered, and my sin in the secret of my breast, 34 For fear of the great body of people, or
for fear that families might make sport of me, so that I kept quiet, and did not go out of my
door; 35 If only Godwould give ear tome, and the Ruler of all would giveme an answer! or
if what he has against me had been put in writing! 36Truly I would take up the book inmy
hands; it would be tome as a crown; 37 Iwouldmake clear the number ofmy steps, Iwould
put it before him like a prince! The words of Job are ended. 38 If my land has made an
outcry against me, or the ploughed earth has been in sorrow; 39 If I have taken its produce
without payment, causing the death of its owners; 40Then in place of grain let thorns come
up, and in place of barley evil-smelling plants.

32
1 So these three men gave no more answers to Job, because he seemed to himself to be

right. 2And Elihu, the son of Barachel the Buzite, of the family of Ram, was angry, burning
with wrath against Job, because he seemed to himself more right than God; 3And he was
angry with his three friends, because they had been unable to give him an answer, and
had not made Job's sin clear. 4Now Elihu had kept quiet while Job was talking, because
they were older than he; 5 And when Elihu saw that there was no answer in the mouth
of the three men, he was very angry. 6 And Elihu, the son of Barachel the Buzite, made
answer and said, I am young, and you are very old, so I was in fear, and kept myself from
putting my knowledge before you. 7 I said to myself, It is right for the old to say what is in
their minds, and for those who are far on in years to give out wisdom. 8But truly it is the
spirit in man, even the breath of the Ruler of all, which gives them knowledge. 9 It is not
the old who are wise, and those who are full of years have not the knowledge of what is
right. 10 So I say, Give ear to me, and I will put forwardmy knowledge. 11 I was waiting for
your words, I was giving ear to your wise sayings; while you were searching out what to
say, 12 I was taking note; and truly not one of you was able to make clear Job's error, or to
give an answer to his words. 13 Take care that you do not say, Wisdom is here; God may
overcome him, but notman. 14 I will not put forwardwords like these, ormake use of your
sayings in answer to him. 15Fear has overcome them, they have nomore answers to give;
they have come to an end of words. 16And am I to go on waiting while they have nothing
to say? while they keep quiet and give no more answers? 17 I will give my answer; I will
put forwardmy knowledge: 18For I am full ofwords, I amunable to keep inmybreath any
longer: 19My stomach is like wine which is unable to get out; like skins full of new wine,
it is almost burst. 20Let me say what is in my mind, so that I may get comfort; let me give
answerwithopenmouth. 21Letmenot give respect to anyman, or givenamesof honour to
any living. 22For I am not able to give names of honour to anyman; and if I did, myMaker
would quickly takeme away.



Job 33:1 377 Job 34:28

33
1And now, O Job, give ear tomywords, and take note of all I say. 2See, nowmymouth is

open, my tongue gives out words. 3My heart is overflowing with knowledge, my lips say
what is true. 4 The spirit of God has made me, and the breath of the Ruler of all gives me
life. 5 If you are able, giveme an answer; put your cause in order, and come forward. 6See,
I am the same as you are in the eyes of God; I was cut off from the same bit of wet earth.
7 Fear of me will not overcome you, and my hand will not be hard on you. 8 But you said
in my hearing, and your voice came to my ears: 9 I am clean, without sin; I am washed,
and there is no evil in me: 10 See, he is looking for something against me; in his eyes I am
as one of his haters; 11He puts chains on my feet; he is watching all my ways. 12 Truly, in
saying this you are wrong; for God is greater than man. 13Why do you put forward your
cause against him, saying, He gives no answer to any of my words? 14 For God gives his
word in one way, even in two, and man is not conscious of it: 15 In a dream, in a vision of
the night, when deep sleep comes onmen, while they take their rest on their beds; 16Then
he makes his secrets clear to men, so that they are full of fear at what they see; 17 In order
that manmay be turned from his evil works, and that pridemay be taken away from him;
18To keep back his soul from the underworld, and his life from destruction. 19Pain is sent
on him as a punishment, while he is on his bed; there is no end to the trouble in his bones;
20He has no desire for food, and his soul is turned away from delicate meat; 21His flesh is
so wasted away, that it may not be seen, and his bones. ... 22And his soul comes near to the
underworld, and his life to the angels of death. 23 If now theremay be an angel sent to him,
one of the thousands which there are to be between him and God, and to make clear to
manwhat is right for him; 24And if he hasmercy on him, and says, Let him not go down to
the underworld, I have given the price for his life: 25Then his flesh becomes young again,
and he comes back to the days of his early strength; 26Hemakes his prayer to God, and he
has mercy on him; he sees God's face with cries of joy; he gives news of his righteousness
to men; 27Hemakes a song, saying, I did wrong, turning from the straight way, but he did
not give me the reward of my sin. 28He kept my soul from the underworld, and my life
sees the light in full measure. 29 Truly, God does all these things to man, twice and three
times, 30 Keeping back his soul from the underworld, so that he may see the light of life.
31Take note O Job, give ear tome; keep quiet, while I saywhat is inmymind. 32 If you have
anything to say, give me an answer; for it is my desire that you may be judged free from
sin. 33 If not, give attention to me, and keep quiet, and I will give you wisdom.

34
1And Elihumade answer and said, 2Give ear, youwise, to mywords; and youwho have

knowledge, give attention to me; 3 For words are tested by the ear, as food is tasted by
the mouth. 4 Let us make the decision for ourselves as to what is right; let us have the
knowledge among ourselves of what is good. 5For Job has said, I am upright, and it is God
who has taken awaymy right; 6Though I am right, still I am in pain;mywoundmay not be
made well, though I have done no wrong. 7Whatman is like Job, a manwho freely makes
sport of God, 8And goes in the company of evil-doers, walking in the way of sinners? 9For
he has said, It is no profit to aman to take delight in God. 10Now then, youwise, take note;
youmen of knowledge, give ear tome. Let it be far fromGod to do evil, and from the Ruler
of all to dowrong. 11For he gives to everyman the reward of hiswork, and sees that he gets
the fruit of his ways. 12Truly, God does not do evil, and the Ruler of all is not a false judge.
13Whoput the earth into his care, ormadehim responsible for theworld? 14 If hemadehis
spirit come back to him, taking his breath into himself again, 15All fleshwould come to an
end together, and man would go back to the dust. 16 If you are wise, take note of this; give
ear to the voice of my words. 17Howmay a hater of right be a ruler? and will you say that
the upright Ruler of all is evil? 18Hewho says to a king, You are an evil-doer; and to rulers,
You are sinners; 19Whohas no respect for rulers, andwho gives nomore attention to those
who have wealth than to the poor, for they are all the work of his hands. 20 Suddenly they
come to an end, even in the middle of the night: the blow comes on the men of wealth,
and they are gone, and the strong are taken awaywithout the hand ofman. 21For his eyes
are on the ways of a man, and he sees all his steps. 22There is no dark place, and no thick
cloud, inwhich theworkers of evilmay take cover. 23For he does not giveman afixed time
to come before him to be judged. 24He sends the strong to destruction without searching
out their cause, and puts others in their place. 25 For he has knowledge of their works,
overturning them in the night, so that they are crushed. 26 The evil-doers are broken by
his wrath, he puts his hand on themwith force before the eyes of all onlookers. 27Because
they did not go after him, and took no note of his ways, 28 So that the cry of the poormight
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come up to him, and the prayer of those in need come to his ears. 29 ... 30 ... 31 ... 32 ... 33 ...
34Men of knowledge, and all wise men, hearing me, will say, 35 Job's words do not come
from knowledge; they are not the fruit of wisdom. 36May Job be tested to the end, because
his answershavebeen like those of evilmen. 37For in addition tohis sin, he is uncontrolled
in heart; before our eyes hemakes sport of God, increasing his words against him.

35
1And Elihu made answer and said, 2Does it seem to you to be right, and righteousness

beforeGod, to say, 3Whatprofit is it tome, andhowamIbetteroff than if I haddonewrong?
4 I will make answer to you and to your friends: 5Let your eyes be turned to the heavens,
and lifted up to see the skies; they are higher than you. 6 If you have donewrong, is he any
theworse for it? and if your sins are great in number,what is it to him? 7 If you are upright,
what do yougive tohim? orwhat doeshe take fromyourhand? 8Your evil-doingmayhave
an effect on aman like yourself, or your righteousness on a son ofman. 9Because the hand
of the cruel is hard on them, men are making sounds of grief; they are crying out for help
because of the armof the strong. 10But no one has said,Where is GodmyMaker, who gives
songs in thenight; 11Whogives usmore knowledge than thebeasts of the earth, andmakes
us wiser than the birds of the heaven? 12There they are crying out because of the pride of
the evil-doers, but he gives them no answer. 13But Godwill not give ear to what is false, or
the Ruler of all take note of it; 14Howmuch lesswhen you say that you do not see him; that
the cause is before him, and you are waiting for him. 15And now ... ; 16And Job's mouth is
open wide to give out what is of no profit, increasing words without knowledge.

36
1And Elihu went on to say, 2Give me a little more time, and I will make it clear to you;

for I have still something to say for God. 3 I will get my knowledge from far, and I will give
righteousness tomyMaker. 4For trulymywordsarenot false; onewhohasall knowledge is
talkingwith you. 5Truly, God gives up the hard-hearted, andwill not give life to the sinner.
6His eyes are ever on the upright, and he gives to the crushed their right; 7 Lifting them
up to the seat of kings, andmaking them safe for ever. 8And if they have been prisoned in
chains, and taken in cords of trouble, 9Then hemakes clear to themwhat they have done,
even their evil works in which they have taken pride. 10Their ear is open to his teaching,
and he gives them orders so that their heartsmay be turned from evil. 11 If they give ear to
his voice, and do his word, then he gives them long life, and years full of pleasure. 12But
if not, they come to their end, and give up their breath without knowledge. 13 Those who
have no fear of God keep wrath stored up in their hearts; they give no cry for help when
they are made prisoners. 14 They come to their end while they are still young, their life is
short like that of those who are used for sex purposes in the worship of their gods. 15He
makes the wrong done to the poor the way of their salvation, opening their ears by their
trouble. 16 ... 17 ... 18 ... 19 ... 20 ... 21 Take care not to be turned to sin, for you have taken
evil for your part in place of sorrow. 22 Truly God is lifted up in strength; who is a ruler
like him? 23Who ever gave orders to him, or said to him, You have donewrong? 24See that
you give praise to his work, about which men make songs. 25All people are looking on it;
man sees it from far. 26 Truly, God is great, greater than all our knowledge; the number
of his years may not be searched out. 27 For he takes up the drops from the sea; he sends
them through hismist as rain, 28Flowing down from the sky, and dropping on the peoples.
29And who has knowledge of how the clouds are stretched out, or of the thunders of his
tent? 30 See, he is stretching out his mist, covering the tops of the mountains with it. 31For
by these he gives food to the peoples, and bread in full measure. 32He takes the light in his
hands, sending it against themark. 33The thundermakes clear his passion, and the storm
gives news of his wrath.

37
1At this my heart is shaking; it is moved out of its place. 2Give ear to the rolling noise

of his voice; to the hollow soundwhich goes out of his mouth. 3He sends it out through all
the heaven, and his thunder-flame to the ends of the earth. 4After it a voice is sounding,
thundering out theword of his power; he does not keep back his thunder-flames; from his
mouth his voice is sounding. 5He does wonders, more than may be searched out; great
things of which we have no knowledge; 6For he says to the snow, Make the earth wet; and
to the rain-storm, Come down. 7He puts an end to the work of every man, so that all may
see his work. 8 Then the beasts go into their holes, and take their rest. 9 Out of its place
comes the storm-wind, and the cold out of its store-houses. 10 By the breath of God ice is



Job 37:11 379 Job 38:41

made, and the wide waters are shut in. 11The thick cloud is weighted with thunder-flame,
and the cloud sends out its light; 12And it goes thiswayand that, roundabout, turning itself
by his guiding, to do whatever he gives orders to be done, on the face of his world of men,
13For a rod, or for a curse, or for mercy, causing it to come on themark. 14Give ear to this,
O Job, and keep quiet in your place; and take note of the wonders worked by God. 15Have
you knowledge of God's ordering of his works, how he makes the light of his cloud to be
seen? 16Have you knowledge of the balancings of the clouds, the wonders of himwho has
all wisdom? 17You, whose clothing is warm, when the earth is quiet because of the south
wind, 18Will you,with him,make the skies smooth, and strong as a polished looking-glass?
19Make clear to mewhat we are to say to him; we are unable to put our cause before him,
because of the dark. 20Howmay he have knowledge ofmy desire for talkwith him? or did
any man ever say, May destruction come on me? 21And now the light is not seen, for it is
dark because of the clouds; but a wind comes, clearing them away. 22A bright light comes
out of the north; God's glory is greatly to be feared. 23There is no searching out of the Ruler
of all: his strength and his judging are great; he is full of righteousness, doing no wrong.
24For this causemen go in fear of him; he has no respect for any who are wise in heart.

38
1 And the Lord made answer to Job out of the storm-wind, and said, 2Who is this who

makes the purpose of God dark bywordswithout knowledge? 3Get your strength together
like a man of war; I will put questions to you, and you will give me the answers. 4Where
were you when I put the earth on its base? Say, if you have knowledge. 5 By whom were
its measures fixed? Say, if you have wisdom; or by whom was the line stretched out over
it? 6Onwhat were its pillars based, or who put down its angle-stone, 7When the morning
stars made songs together, and all the sons of the gods gave cries of joy? 8Or where were
youwhen the sea came to birth, pushing out from its secret place; 9When Imade the cloud
its robe, and put thick clouds as bands round it, 10Ordering a fixed limit for it, with locks
and doors; 11And said, So far you may come, and no farther; and here the pride of your
waves will be stopped? 12Have you, from your earliest days, given orders to the morning,
or made the dawn conscious of its place; 13 So that it might take a grip of the skirts of the
earth, shaking all the evil-doers out of it? 14 It is changed likewet earth under a stamp, and
is coloured like a robe; 15And from the evil-doers their light is kept back, and the arm of
pride is broken. 16Have you come into the springs of the sea, walking in the secret places
of the deep? 17Have the doors of death been open to you, or have the door-keepers of the
dark ever seen you? 18Have you taken note of thewide limits of the earth? Say, if you have
knowledge of it all. 19Which is the way to the resting-place of the light, and where is the
store-house of the dark; 20So that youmight take it to its limit, guiding it to its house? 21No
doubt you have knowledge of it, for then you had come to birth, and the number of your
days is great. 22Have you come into the secret place of snow, or have you seen the store-
houses of the ice-drops, 23Which I have kept for the time of trouble, for the day of war and
fighting? 24Which is the way to the place where the wind is measured out, and the east
wind sent out over the earth? 25Bywhomhas the way been cut for the flowing of the rain,
and the flaming of the thunder; 26Causing rain to come on a land where no man is living,
on the waste land which has no people; 27 To give water to the land where there is waste
anddestruction, and tomake thedry landgreenwith young grass? 28Has the rain a father?
or who gave birth to the drops of night mist? 29Out of whose body came the ice? and who
gave birth to the cold mist of heaven? 30 The waters are joined together, hard as a stone,
and the face of the deep is covered. 31Are the bands of the Pleiades fixed by you, or are the
cords of Orionmade loose? 32Do youmakeMazzaroth come out in its right time, or are the
Bear and its children guided by you? 33Have you knowledge of the laws of the heavens?
did you give them rule over the earth? 34 Is your voice sent up to the cloud, so that youmay
be covered by the weight of waters? 35Do you send out the thunder-flames, so that they
may go, and say to you, Here we are? 36Who has put wisdom in the high clouds, or given
knowledge to the lights of the north? 37Bywhosewisdom are the clouds numbered, or the
water-skins of the heavens turned to the earth, 38When the earth becomes hard as metal,
and is joined together inmasses? 39Doyou go after food for the she-lion, or getmeat so that
the young lions may have enough, 40When they are stretched out in their holes, and are
waiting in the brushwood? 41Who gives in the evening themeat he is searching for, when
his young ones are crying toGod;when the young lionswith loudnoise gowandering after
their food?
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39
1 Have you knowledge of the rock-goats? or do you see the roes giving birth to their

young? 2 Is the number of their months fixed by you? or is the time when they give birth
ordered by you? 3 They are bent down, they give birth to their young, they let loose the
fruit of their body. 4 Their young ones are strong, living in the open country; they go out
and do not come back again. 5Who has let the ass of the fields go free? or made loose the
bands of the loud-voiced beast? 6To whom I have given the waste land for a heritage, and
the salt land as a living-place. 7He makes sport of the noise of the town; the voice of the
driver does not come to his ears; 8He goes looking for his grass-lands in the mountains,
searching out every green thing. 9Will the ox of the mountains be your servant? or is
his night's resting-place by your food-store? 10Will he be pulling your plough with cords,
turning up the valleys after you? 11Will you put your faith in him, because his strength is
great? will you give the fruit of your work into his care? 12Will you be looking for him to
come back, and get in your seed to the crushing-floor? 13 Is the wing of the ostrich feeble,
or is it because she has no feathers, 14That she puts her eggs on the earth, warming them
in the dust, 15Without a thought that they may be crushed by the foot, and broken by the
beasts of the field? 16 She is cruel to her young ones, as if they were not hers; her work is
to no purpose; she has no fear. 17For God has takenwisdom from hermind, and given her
no measure of knowledge. 18When she is shaking her wings on high, she makes sport of
the horse and of him who is seated on him. 19Do you give strength to the horse? is it by
your hand that his neck is clothed with power? 20 Is it through you that he is shaking like
a locust, in the pride of his loud-sounding breath? 21He is stamping with joy in the valley;
he makes sport of fear. 22 In his strength he goes out against the arms of war, turning not
away from the sword. 23 The bow is sounding against him; he sees the shining point of
spear and arrow. 24Shakingwith passion, he is biting the earth; he is not able to keep quiet
at the sound of the horn; 25When it comes to his ears he says, Aha! He is smelling the fight
from far off, and hearing the thunder of the captains, and the war-cries. 26 Is it through
your knowledge that the hawk takes his flight, stretching out his wings to the south? 27Or
is it by your orders that the eagle goes up, and makes his resting-place on high? 28On the
rock is his house, and on the mountain-top his strong place. 29 From there he is watching
for food; his eye sees it far off. 30His young have blood for their drink, andwhere the dead
bodies are, there is he to be seen.

40
1 ... 2 Will he who is protesting give teaching to the Ruler of all? Let him who has

arguments to put forward against God give an answer. 3 And Job said in answer to the
Lord, 4 Truly, I am of no value; what answer may I give to you? I will put my hand on my
mouth. 5 I have said once, and even twice, what was inmymind, but I will not do so again.
6 Then the Lord made answer to Job out of the storm-wind, and said, 7Get your strength
together like a man of war: I will put questions to you, and you will give me the answers.
8Will you even make my right of no value? will you say that I amwrong in order to make
clear that you are right? 9Have you an arm like God? have you a voice of thunder like
his? 10 Put on the ornaments of your pride; be clothed with glory and power: 11 Let your
wrath be overflowing; let your eyes see all the sons of pride, and make them low. 12 Send
destructiononallwhoare liftedup, pullingdown the sinners from their places. 13Let them
becovered together in thedust; let their facesbedark in the secretplaceof theunderworld.
14 Then I will give praise to you, saying that your right hand is able to give you salvation.
15 See now the Great Beast, whom Imade, even as I made you; he takes grass for food, like
the ox. 16His strength is in his body, and his force in themuscles of his stomach. 17His tail
is curving like a cedar; themuscles of his legs are joined together. 18His bones are pipes of
brass, his legs are like rods of iron. 19He is the chief of the ways of God, made by him for
his pleasure. 20He takes the produce of themountains, where all the beasts of the field are
at play. 21He takes his rest under the trees of the river, and in the pool, under the shade
of the water-plants. 22He is covered by the branches of the trees; the grasses of the stream
are round him. 23Truly, if the river is overflowing, it gives himno cause for fear; he has no
sense of danger, even if Jordan is rushing against hismouth. 24Will anyone take himwhen
he is on the watch, or put metal teeth through his nose?

41
1 Is it possible for Leviathan to be pulled out with a fish-hook, or for a hook to be put

through the bone of his mouth? 2Will you put a cord into his nose, or take him away with
a cord round his tongue? 3Will hemake prayers to you, or say soft words to you? 4Will he
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make an agreement with you, so that you may take him as a servant for ever? 5Will you
make sport with him, as with a bird? or put him in chains for your young women? 6Will
the fishermenmake profit out of him? will they have him cut up for the traders? 7Will you
put sharp-pointed irons into his skin, or fish-spears into his head? 8Only put your hand on
him, and see what a fight you will have; you will not do it again! 9 Truly, the hope of his
attacker is false; he is overcome even on seeing him! 10He is so cruel that no one is ready
to go against him. Who then is able to keep his place beforeme? 11Who ever went against
me, and got the better of me? There is no one under heaven! 12 I will not keep quiet about
the parts of his body, or about his power, and the strength of his frame. 13Who has ever
taken off his outer skin? who may come inside his inner coat of iron? 14Who has made
open the doors of his face? Fear is round about his teeth. 15His back is made of lines of
plates, joined tight together, one against the other, like a stamp. 16 One is so near to the
other that no air may come between them. 17 They take a grip of one another; they are
joined together, so that they may not be parted. 18His sneezings give out flames, and his
eyes are like the eyes of the dawn. 19Out of his mouth go burning lights, and flames of fire
are jumping up. 20Smoke comes out of his nose, like a pot boiling on the fire. 21His breath
puts fire to coals, and a flame goes out of his mouth. 22 Strength is in his neck, and fear
goes dancing before him. 23The plates of his flesh are joined together, fixed, and not to be
moved. 24His heart is as strong as a stone, hard as the lower crushing-stone. 25When he
gets ready for the fight, the strong are overcome with fear. 26 The sword may come near
him but is not able to go through him; the spear, or the arrow, or the sharp-pointed iron.
27 Iron is to him as dry grass, and brass as soft wood. 28 The arrow is not able to put him
to flight: stones are no more to him than dry stems. 29A thick stick is no better than a leaf
of grass, and he makes sport of the onrush of the spear. 30Under him are sharp edges of
broken pots: as if he was pulling a grain-crushing instrument over the wet earth. 31 The
deep is boiling like a pot of spices, and the sea like a perfume-vessel. 32After him his way
is shining, so that the deep seems white. 33On earth there is not another like him, who is
made without fear. 34 Everything which is high goes in fear of him; he is king over all the
sons of pride.

42
1And Job said in answer to the Lord, 2 I see that you are able to do every thing, and to

give effect to all your designs. 3Who is this who makes dark the purpose of God by words
without knowledge? For I have been talking without knowledge about wonders not to be
searched out. 4Give ear tome, and Iwill saywhat is inmymind; Iwill put questions to you,
and youwill giveme the answers. 5Word of you had come tomy ears, but nowmy eye has
seenyou. 6For this cause I givewitness thatwhat I said is false, and in sorrow I takemy seat
in the dust. 7And it came about, after he had said these words to Job, that the Lord said to
Eliphaz theTemanite, I amveryangrywithyouandyour two friends, becauseyouhavenot
said what is right about me, as my servant Job has. 8And now, take seven oxen and seven
sheep, and go tomy servant Job, and give a burned offering for yourselves, andmy servant
Jobwillmakeprayer for you, that Imaynot sendpunishmentonyou; becauseyouhavenot
saidwhat is right aboutme, asmy servant Job has. 9And Eliphaz the Temanite, and Bildad
the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite, went and did as the Lord had said. And the Lord
gave ear to Job. 10And the Lordmade up to Job for all his losses, after he hadmade prayer
for his friends: and all Job had before was increased by the Lord twice as much. 11And all
his brothers and sisters, and his friends of earlier days, came and took food with him in
his house; and made clear their grief for him, and gave him comfort for all the evil which
the Lord had sent on him; and they all gave him a bit of money and a gold ring. 12And the
Lord's blessingwas greater on the end of Job's life than on its start: and so he came to have
fourteen thousand sheep and goats, and six thousand camels, and two thousand oxen, and
a thousand she-asses. 13And he had seven sons and three daughters. 14And he gave the
first the name of Jemimah, the second Keziah, and the third Keren-happuch; 15And there
were no women so beautiful as the daughters of Job in all the earth: and their father gave
them a heritage among their brothers. 16And after this Job had a hundred and forty years
of life, and saw his sons, and his sons' sons, even four generations. 17And Job came to his
end, old and full of days.
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The Psalms
1

1Happy is themanwho does not go in the company of sinners, or take his place in theway
of evil-doers, or in the seat of those who do not give honour to the Lord.

2But whose delight is in the law of the Lord, and whosemind is on his law day and night.
3Hewill be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, which gives its fruit at the right time,

whose leaves will ever be green; and he will do well in all his undertakings.
4The evil-doers are not so; but are like the dust from the grain, which thewind takes away.
5For this cause therewill be nomercy for sinnerswhen they are judged, and the evil-doers

will have no place among the upright,
6Because the Lord sees the way of the upright, but the end of the sinner is destruction.

2
1 Why are the nations so violently moved, and why are the thoughts of the people so

foolish?
2 The kings of the earth have taken their place, and the rulers are fixed in their purpose,

against the Lord, and against the king of his selection, saying,
3Let their chains be broken, and their cords taken from off us.
4Then he whose seat is in the heavens will be laughing: the Lord will make sport of them.
5Thenwill his angry words come to their ears, and by his wrath they will be troubled:
6But I have put my king onmy holy hill of Zion.
7 I will make clear the Lord's decision: he has said to me, You are my son, this day have I

given you being.
8Makeyour request tome, and Iwill giveyou thenations foryourheritage, and the farthest

limits of the earth will be under your hand.
9They will be ruled by you with a rod of iron; they will be broken like a potter's vessel.
10 So now be wise, you kings: take his teaching, you judges of the earth.
11Give worship to the Lord with fear, kissing his feet and giving him honour,
12For fear that hemay be angry, causing destruction to come on you, because he is quickly

moved to wrath. Happy are all those who put their faith in him.

3
A Psalm. Of David. When he went in flight from Absalom his son.
1 Lord, how greatly are they increased who make attacks on me! in great numbers they

come against me.
2Unnumbered are those who say of my soul, There is no help for him in God. (Selah.)
3But your strength, O Lord, is roundme, you aremy glory and the lifter up of my head.
4 I send up a cry to the Lord with my voice, and he gives me an answer from his holy hill.

(Selah.)
5 I tookmy rest in sleep, and then again I was awake; for the Lord wasmy support.
6 Iwill have no fear, though ten thousandhave come roundme, putting themselves against

me.
7 Come to me, Lord; keep me safe, O my God; for you have given all my haters blows on

their face-bones; the teeth of the evil-doers have been broken by you.
8 Salvation comes from the Lord; your blessing is on your people. (Selah.)

4
To the chief music-maker on corded instruments. A Psalm. Of David.
1Give answer tomy cry, O God ofmy righteousness; makeme free frommy troubles; have

mercy onme, and give ear to my prayer.
2O you sons of men, how long will you go on turning my glory into shame? how long will

you give your love to foolish things, going after what is false? (Selah.)
3 See how the Lord has made great his mercy for me; the Lord will give ear to my cry.
4Let there be fear in your hearts, and do no sin; have bitter feelings on your bed, butmake

no sound. (Selah.)
5Give the offerings of righteousness, and put your faith in the Lord.
6There are numbers who say,Whowill do us any good? the light of his face has gone from

us.
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7Lord, you have put joy inmy heart, more than they havewhen their grain and their wine
are increased.

8 I will takemy rest onmy bed in peace, because you only, Lord, keepme safe.

5
To the chief music-maker on wind instruments. A Psalm. Of David.
1Give ear to mywords, O Lord; give thought to my heart-searchings.
2Let the voice ofmycry come to you,myKing andmyGod; for to youwill Imakemyprayer.
3My voice will come to you in the morning, O Lord; in the morning will I send my prayer

to you, and keep watch.
4For you are not a God who takes pleasure in wrongdoing; there is no evil with you.
5The sons of pride have no place before you; you are a hater of all workers of evil.
6You will send destruction on those whose words are false; the cruel man and the man of

deceit are hated by the Lord.
7But as forme, I will come into your house, in the full measure of yourmercy; and in your

fear I will give worship, turningmy eyes to your holy Temple.
8Bemy guide, O Lord, in theways of your righteousness, because of thosewho are against

me; make your way straight before my face.
9For no faith may be put in their words; their inner part is nothing but evil; their throat is

like an open place for the dead; smooth are the words of their tongues.
10Send them to destruction, O Lord; let their evil designs be the cause of their fall; let them

be forced out by all their sins; because they have gone against your authority.
11But let all those who put their faith in you be gladwith cries of joy at all times, and let all

the lovers of your name be glad in you.
12 For you, Lord, will send a blessing on the upright man; your grace will be round him,

and youwill be his strength.

6
To the chief music-maker on corded instruments, on the Sheminith. A Psalm. Of David.
1OLord, do not be bitterwithme in yourwrath; do not send punishment onme in the heat

of your passion.
2Have mercy onme, O Lord, for I amwasted away: make me well, for even my bones are

troubled.
3My soul is in bitter trouble; and you, O Lord, how long?
4Come back, O Lord, makemy soul free; O give me salvation because of yourmercy.
5For in death there is nomemory of you; in the underworld whowill give you praise?
6 The voice of my sorrow is a weariness to me; all the night I make my bed wet with

weeping; it is watered by the drops flowing frommy eyes.
7My eyes are wasting away with trouble; they are becoming old because of all those who

are against me.
8Go fromme, all youworkers of evil; for the Lord has given ear to the voice ofmyweeping.
9The Lord has given ear to my request; the Lord has let my prayer come before him.
10Let all thosewhoareagainstmebe shamedanddeeply troubled; let thembe turnedback

and suddenly put to shame.

7
Shiggaion of David; a song which he made to the Lord, about the words of Cush the
Benjamite.
1O Lordmy God, I put my faith in you; takeme out of the hands of himwho is cruel to me,

andmakeme free;
2So that hemaynot come rushing onmy soul like a lion, wounding it, while there is no one

to bemy saviour.
3O Lordmy God, if I have done this; if my hands have done any wrong;
4 If I have given back evil to himwho did evil tome, or have taken anything from himwho

was against mewithout cause;
5 Let my hater go after my soul and take it; let my life be crushed to the earth, and my

honour into the dust. (Selah.)
6 Come up, Lord, in your wrath; be lifted up against my haters; be awake, my God, give

orders for the judging.
7Themeeting of the nations will be round you; take your seat, then, over them, on high.
8 The Lord will be judge of the peoples; give a decision for me, O Lord, because of my

righteousness, and let my virtue have its reward.
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9O let the evil of the evil-doer come to an end, but give strength to the upright: for men's
minds and hearts are tested by the God of righteousness.

10God, who is the saviour of the upright in heart, is my breastplate.
11God is the judge of the upright, and is angry with the evil-doers every day.
12 If a man is not turned from his evil, he will make his sword sharp; his bow is bent and

ready.
13Hehasmade ready for him the instruments of death; hemakes his arrows flames of fire.
14That man is a worker of evil; the seed of wrongdoing has given birth to deceit.
15He hasmade a hole deep in the earth, and is falling into the hole which he has made
16Hiswrongdoingwill come back to him, and his violent behaviourwill come downonhis

head.
17 I will give praise to the Lord for his righteousness; I will make a song to the name of the

LordMost High.

8
To the chief music-maker on the Gittith. A Psalm. Of David.
1O Lord, our Lord, whose glory is higher than the heavens, how noble is your name in all

the earth!
2Youhavemade clear your strength evenout of themouths of babies at thebreast, because

of those who are against you; so that you may put to shame the cruel and violent
man.

3When I see your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you
have put in their places;

4What isman, that you keep him inmind? the son ofman, that you take him into account?
5 For you have made him only a little lower than the gods, crowning him with glory and

honour.
6You havemade him ruler over theworks of your hands; you have put all things under his

feet;
7All sheep and oxen, and all the beasts of the field;
8The birds of the air and the fish of the sea, andwhatever goes through the deepwaters of

the seas.
9O Lord, our Lord, how noble is your name in all the earth!

9
To the chief music-maker onMuthlabben. A Psalm. Of David.
1 I will give you praise, O Lord, with all my heart; I will make clear all the wonder of your

works.
2 I will be glad and have delight in you: I will make a song of praise to your name, O Most

High.
3Whenmy haters are turned back, they will be broken and overcome before you.
4 For you gave approval to my right and my cause; you were seated in your high place

judging in righteousness.
5You have said sharp words to the nations, you have sent destruction on the sinners, you

have put an end to their name for ever and ever.
6 You have given their towns to destruction; the memory of them has gone; they have

becomewaste for ever.
7But the Lord is King for ever: he has made ready his high seat for judging.
8 And he will be the judge of the world in righteousness, giving true decisions for the

peoples.
9 The Lord will be a high tower for those who are crushed down, a high tower in times of

trouble;
10And those who have knowledge of your name will put their faith in you; because you,

Lord, have ever given your help to those whowere waiting for you.
11Make songs of praise to the Lord, whose house is in Zion: make his doings clear to the

people.
12When hemakes search for blood, he has them in his memory: he is not without thought

for the cry of the poor.
13Have mercy onme, O Lord, and see how I am troubled by my haters; let me be lifted up

from the doors of death;
14 So that I may make clear all your praise in the house of the daughter of Zion: I will be

glad because of your salvation.
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15 The nations have gone down into the hole which they made: in their secret net is their
foot taken.

16 The Lord has given knowledge of himself through his judging: the evil-doer is taken in
the net which his hands hadmade. (Higgaion. Selah.)

17 The sinners and all the nations who have no memory of God will be turned into the
underworld.

18For the poor will not be without help; the hopes of those in need will not be crushed for
ever.

19Up! O Lord; let not man overcome you: let the nations be judged before you.
20Put them in fear, O Lord, so that the nations may see that they are only men. (Selah.)

10
1Why do you keep far away, O Lord? why are you not to be seen in times of trouble?
2Theevil-doer inhispride is cruel to thepoor; lethimbe takenby the tricksofhis invention.
3 For the evil-doer is lifted up because of the purpose of his heart, and he whose mind is

fixed onwealth is turned away from the Lord, saying evil against him.
4The evil-doer in his pride says, God will not make a search. All his thoughts are, There is

no God.
5Hisways are ever fixed; your decisions are higher than hemay see: as for his haters, they

are as nothing to him.
6He has said in his heart, I will not be moved: through all generations I will never be in

trouble.
7Hismouth is full of cursinganddeceit and falsewords: underhis tongueareevil purposes

and dark thoughts.
8He is waiting in the dark places of the towns: in the secret places he puts to death those

who have done no wrong: his eyes are secretly turned against the poor.
9He keeps himself in a secret place like a lion in his hole, waiting to put his hands on the

poorman, and pulling him into his net.
10The upright are crushed andmade low, and the feeble are overcome by his strong ones.
11He says in his heart, God has no memory of me: his face is turned away; he will never

see it.
12Up! O Lord; let your hand be lifted: give thought to the poor.
13Whyhas the evil-doer a lowopinion of God, saying in his heart, Youwill notmake search

for it?
14Youhave seen it; for your eyes are on sorrowandgrief, to take it into yourhand: thepoor

man puts his faith in you; you have been the helper of the child who has no father.
15Let the armof the sinner and the evil-doerbebroken; goon searching forhis sin till there

is nomore.
16The Lord is King for ever and ever; the nations are gone from his land.
17 Lord, you have given ear to the prayer of the poor: you will make strong their hearts,

you will give them a hearing:
18 To give decision for the child without a father and for the broken-hearted, so that the

man of the earthmay no longer be feared.

11
For the chief music-maker. Of David.
1 In the Lord put I my faith; how will you say to my soul, Go in flight like a bird to the

mountain?
2See, the bows of the evil-doers are bent, theymake ready their arrows on the cord, so that

theymay send them secretly against the upright in heart.
3 If the bases are broken down, what is the upright man to do?
4 The Lord is in his holy Temple, the Lord's seat is in heaven; his eyes are watching and

testing the children of men.
5 The Lord puts the upright and the sinner to the test, but he has hate in his soul for the

lover of violent acts.
6On the evil-doer he will send down fire and flames, and a burning wind; with these will

their cup be full.
7For the Lord is upright; he is a lover of righteousness: the upright will see his face.

12
For the chief music-maker on the Sheminith. A Psalm. Of David.
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1Send help, Lord, formercy has come to an end; there is nomore faith among the children
of men.

2 Everyone says false words to his neighbour: their tongues are smooth in their talk, and
their hearts are full of deceit.

3The smooth lips and the tongue of pride will be cut off by the Lord.
4 They have said, With our tongues will we overcome; our lips are ours: who is lord over

us?
5Because of the crushing of the poor and the weeping of those in need, nowwill I come to

his help, says the Lord; I will give him the salvation which he is desiring.
6 The words of the Lord are true words: like silver tested by fire and burned clean seven

times.
7Youwill keep them, O Lord, you will keep them safe from this generation for ever.
8The sinners are walking on every side, and evil is honoured among the children of men.

13
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of David.
1Will you for ever put me out of your memory, O Lord? will your face for ever be turned

away fromme?
2How long ismy soul to be in doubt, with sorrow inmy heart all the day? how longwill he

who is against me be given power over me?
3 Let my voice come before you, and give me an answer, O Lord my God; let your light be

shining onme, so that the sleep of deathmay not overtakeme;
4Andhewho is againstmemaynot say, I have overcomehim; and thosewho are troubling

memay not be glad when I ammoved.
5But I have had faith in yourmercy; my heart will be glad in your salvation.
6 I will make a song to the Lord, because he has givenmemy reward.

14
To the chief music-maker. Of David.
1 The foolish man has said in his heart, God will not do anything. They are unclean, they

have done evil works; there is not one who does good.
2The Lordwas looking down fromheaven on the children ofmen, to see if therewere any

who had wisdom, searching after God.
3 They have all gone out of the way together; they are unclean, there is not one who does

good, no, not one.
4Have all the workers of evil no knowledge? they take my people for food as they would

take bread; theymake no prayer to the Lord.
5Thenwere they in great fear: for God is in the generation of the upright.
6You have put to shame the thoughts of the poor, but the Lord is his support.
7May the salvation of Israel come out of Zion! when the fate of his people is changed by

the Lord, Jacob will have joy and Israel will be glad.

15
A Psalm. Of David.
1Lord, whomay have a resting-place in your tent, a living-place on your holy hill?
2He who goes on his way uprightly, doing righteousness, and saying what is true in his

heart;
3Whose tongue is not false, who does no evil to his friend, and does not take away the good

name of his neighbour;
4Who gives honour to those who have the fear of the Lord, turning away from him who

has not the Lord's approval. He who takes an oath against himself, and makes no
change.

5Hewhodoes not put out hismoney at interest, or for payment give false decisions against
menwho have done no wrong. He who does these things will never bemoved.

16
Michtam. Of David.
1Keepme safe, O God: for in you I have put my faith.
2Omy soul, you have said to the Lord, You aremy Lord: I have no good but you.
3As for the saints who are in the earth, they are the noble in whom is all my delight.
4Their sorrows will be increased who go after another god: I will not take drink offerings

from their hands, or take their names onmy lips.
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5The Lord is my heritage and the wine of my cup; you are the supporter of my right.
6Fair are the places marked out for me; I have a noble heritage.
7 I will give praise to the Lord who has been my guide; knowledge comes to me from my

thoughts in the night.
8 I have put the Lord before me at all times; because he is at my right hand, I will not be

moved.
9Because of thismy heart is glad, andmy glory is full of joy: whilemy flesh takes its rest in

hope.
10 For you will not let my soul be prisoned in the underworld; you will not let your loved

one see the place of death.
11 You will make clear to me the way of life; where you are joy is complete; in your right

hand there are pleasures for ever and ever.

17
A Prayer. Of David.
1 Let my cause come to your ears, O Lord, give attention to my cry; give ear to my prayer

which goes not out from false lips.
2Bemy judge; for your eyes see what is right.
3You have put my heart to the test, searching me in the night; you have put me to the test

and seen no evil purpose inme; I will keepmymouth from sin.
4As for the works of men, by the word of your lips I have kept myself from the ways of the

violent.
5 I have kept my feet in your ways, my steps have not been turned away.
6My cry has gone up to you, for you will give me an answer, O God: let your ear be turned

to me, and give attention to mywords.
7Make clear thewonder of yourmercy, O saviour of thosewho put their faith in your right

hand, from those who come out against them.
8Keepme as the light of your eyes, coveringmewith the shade of your wings,
9 From the evil-doers who are violent to me, and from those who are round me, desiring

my death.
10They are shut up in their fat: with their mouths they say words of pride.
11They have made a circle round our steps: their eyes are fixed on us, forcing us down to

the earth;
12Like a lion desiring its food, and like a young lion waiting in secret places.
13Up! Lord, come out against him,make him low,with your sword bemy saviour from the

evil-doer.
14With your hand, O Lord, frommen, evenmen of theworld, whose heritage is in this life,

and whom you make full with your secret wealth: they are full of children; after
their death their offspring take the rest of their goods.

15As for me, I will see your face in righteousness: when I am awake it will be joy enough
for me to see your form.

18
To the chief music-maker. Of the servant of the Lord, of David, who said the words of this
song to the Lord on the day when the Lord made him free from the hand of all his haters,
and from the hand of Saul; and he said,
1 I will give youmy love, O Lord, my strength.
2The Lord ismyRock,mywalled town, andmy saviour;myGod,myRock, in himwill I put

my faith; my breastplate, and the horn of my salvation, andmy high tower.
3 I will send up my cry to the Lord, who is to be praised; so will I be made safe from those

who are against me.
4The cords of death were roundme, and the seas of evil put me in fear.
5The cords of hell were roundme: the nets of death came onme.
6 In my trouble my voice went up to the Lord, andmy cry to my God: my voice came to his

hearing in his holy Temple, andmy prayer came before him, even into his ears.
7Then trouble and shock came on the earth; and the bases of the mountains were moved

and shaking, because he was angry.
8 There went up a smoke from his nose, and a fire of destruction from his mouth: flames

were lighted by it.
9The heavens were bent, so that hemight come down; and it was dark under his feet.
10Andhewent inflight through theair, seatedona storm-cloud: goingquicklyon thewings

of the wind.
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11He made the dark his secret place; his tent round him was the dark waters and thick
clouds of the skies.

12Before his shining light his dark clouds went past, raining ice and fire.
13The Lord made thunder in the heavens, and the voice of the Highest was sounding out:

a rain of ice and fire.
14He sent out his arrows, driving them in all directions; by his flames of fire they were

troubled.
15Then the deep beds of thewaterswere seen, and the bases of theworldwere uncovered,

because of your words of wrath, O Lord, because of the breath from yourmouth.
16He sent from on high, he tookme, pulling me out of great waters.
17He made me free from my strong hater, and from those who were against me, because

they were stronger than I.
18They came onme in the day of my trouble; but the Lord wasmy support.
19He tookme out into a wide place; he wasmy saviour because he had delight in me.
20The Lord gives me the reward of my righteousness, because my hands are clean before

him.
21For I have kept the ways of the Lord; I have not been turned away in sin frommy God.
22For all his decisions were before me, and I did not put away his laws fromme.
23And I was upright before him, and I kept myself from sin.
24Becauseof this theLordhasgivenme the rewardofmyrighteousness, becausemyhands

are clean in his eyes.
25On himwho hasmercy you will havemercy; to the upright you will be upright;
26He who is holy will see that you are holy; but to the man whose way is not straight you

will be a hard judge.
27 For you are the saviour of those who are in trouble; but eyes full of pride will be made

low.
28You, O Lord, will be my light; by you, my God, the dark will be made bright for me.
29By your help I havemade a way through the wall which was shuttingme in; by the help

of my God I have gone over a wall.
30As for God, his way is completely good; theword of the Lord is tested; he is a breastplate

for all those who put their faith in him.
31For who is God but the Lord? or who is a Rock but our God?
32God puts a strong band about me, guidingme in a straight way.
33Hemakes my feet like roes' feet, and puts me on high places.
34Hemakes my hands expert in war, so that a bow of brass is bent bymy arms.
35 You have given me the breastplate of your salvation: your right hand has been my

support, and yourmercy has mademe great.
36You havemademy steps wide underme, so that my feet are kept from slipping.
37 I go after my haters and overtake them; not turning back till they are all overcome.
38 I will give themwounds, so that they are not able to get up: they are stretched undermy

feet.
39For I have been armed by you with strength for the fight: you havemade low under me

those who come out against me.
40By you their backs are turned in flight, so that my haters are cut off.
41They were crying out, but there was no one to come to their help: even to the Lord, but

he gave them no answer.
42Then theywere crushed as small as dust before thewind; theywere drained out like the

waste of the streets.
43You have mademe free from the fightings of the people; you have mademe the head of

the nations: a people of whom I had no knowledge will be my servants.
44From the timewhenmyname comes to their ears theywill be ruled byme: men of other

countries will, with false hearts, put themselves under my authority.
45They will be wasting away, they will come out of their secret places shaking with fear.
46The Lord is living; praise be to my Rock, and let the God of my salvation be honoured.
47 It is God who sends punishment onmy haters, and puts peoples under my rule.
48He makes me free from my haters; I am lifted up over those who come up against me:

you havemademe free from the violent man.
49Because of this I will give you praise, O Lord, among the nations, andwillmake a song of

praise to your name.
50Great salvation does he give to his king; he hasmercy on the king of his selection, David,

and on his seed for ever.
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19
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of David.
1 The heavens are sounding the glory of God; the arch of the sky makes clear the work of

his hands.
2Day after day it sends out its word, and night after night it gives knowledge.
3There are no words or language; their voice makes no sound.
4Their line has gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. In

them has he put a tent for the sun,
5Who is like a newly married man coming from his bride-tent, and is glad like a strong

runner starting on his way.
6His going out is from the end of the heaven, andhis circle to the ends of it; there is nothing

which is not open to his heat.
7The law of the Lord is good, giving new life to the soul: the witness of the Lord is certain,

giving wisdom to the foolish.
8The orders of the Lord are right, making glad the heart: the rule of the Lord is holy, giving

light to the eyes.
9The fear of the Lord is clean, and has no end; the decisions of the Lord are true and full of

righteousness.
10More to be desired are they than gold, even than much shining gold; sweeter than the

dropping honey.
11 By them is your servant made conscious of danger, and in keeping them there is great

reward.
12Who has full knowledge of his errors? makeme clean from secret evil.
13Keep your servant back from sins of pride; let themnot have rule overme: thenwill I be

upright and free from great sin.
14Let thewords ofmymouthand the thoughts ofmyheart bepleasing in your eyes, OLord,

my strength andmy salvation.

20
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of David.
1May the Lord give ear to you in the day of trouble;may yoube placed onhigh by the name

of the God of Jacob;
2May he send you help from the holy place, and give you strength from Zion;
3 May he keep all your offerings in mind, and be pleased with the fat of your burned

offerings; (Selah.)
4May he give you your heart's desire, and put all your purposes into effect.
5We will be glad in your salvation, and in the name of our God we will put up our flags:

may the Lord give you all your requests.
6Now am I certain that the Lord gives salvation to his king; he will give him an answer

from his holy heaven with the strength of salvation in his right hand.
7Some put their faith in carriages and some in horses; butwewill be strong in the name of

the Lord our God.
8They are bent down andmade low; but we have been lifted up.
9Come to our help, Lord: let the king give ear to our cry.

21
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of David.
1 The king will be glad in your strength, O Lord; how great will be his delight in your

salvation!
2 You have given him his heart's desire, and have not kept back the request of his lips.

(Selah.)
3 For you go before him with the blessings of good things: you put a crown of fair gold on

his head.
4Hemade request to you for life, and you gave it to him, long life for ever and ever.
5His glory is great in your salvation: honour and authority have you put on him.
6 For you have made him a blessing for ever: you have given him joy in the light of your

face.
7For the king has faith in the Lord, and through the mercy of the Most High he will not be

moved.
8Your handwillmake a search for all your haters; your right handwill be hard on all those

who are against you.
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9Youwill make them like a flaming oven before you; the Lord in his wrath will put an end
to them, and they will be burned up in the fire.

10Their fruitwill be cut off from the earth, and their seed fromamong the children ofmen.
11For their thoughtswere bitter against you: they had an evil design in theirminds, which

they were not able to put into effect.
12 Their backs will be turned when you make ready the cords of your bow against their

faces.
13Be lifted up, O Lord, in your strength; so will wemake songs in praise of your power.

22
To the chief music-maker on Aijeleth-hash-shahar. A Psalm. Of David.
1My God, my God, why are you turned away from me? why are you so far from helping

me, and from the words of my crying?
2Omy God, I make my cry in the day, and you give no answer; and in the night, and have

no rest.
3But you are holy, O you who are seated among the praises of Israel.
4Our fathers had faith in you: they had faith and youwere their saviour.
5 They sent up their cry to you and were made free: they put their faith in you and were

not put to shame.
6But I am aworm and not a man; cursed bymen, and looked down on by the people.
7 I am laughed at by all those who see me: pushing out their lips and shaking their heads

they say,
8He put his faith in the Lord; let the Lord be his saviour now: let the Lord be his saviour,

because he had delight in him.
9But itwas youwho took care ofme from the day ofmybirth: you gaveme faith even from

mymother's breasts.
10 I was in your hands even before my birth; you are my God from the time when I was in

mymother's body.
11Be not far fromme, for trouble is near; there is no one to give help.
12A great herd of oxen is roundme: I am shut in by the strong oxen of Bashan.
13 I saw their mouths wide open, like lions crying after food.
14 I am flowing away like water, and all my bones are out of place: my heart is like wax, it

has become soft in my body.
15My throat is dry like a broken vessel; my tongue is fixed to the roof ofmymouth, and the

dust of death is onmy lips.
16Dogs have come roundme: I am shut in by the band of evil-doers; theymadewounds in

my hands and feet.
17 I am able to see all my bones; their looks are fixed onme:
18 They make a division of my robes among them, by the decision of chance they take my

clothing.
19Do not be far fromme, O Lord: Omy strength, come quickly to my help.
20Makemy soul safe from the sword, my life from the power of the dog.
21Bemy saviour from the lion's mouth; let me go free from the horns of the cruel oxen.
22 I will give the knowledge of your name tomy brothers: I will give you praise among the

people.
23You who have fear of the Lord, give him praise; all you seed of Jacob, give him glory; go

in fear of him, all you seed of Israel.
24Forhehasnot beenunmovedby thepainof himwho is troubled; or kept his face covered

from him; but he has given an answer to his cry.
25 My praise will be of you in the great meeting: I will make my offerings before his

worshippers.
26The poor will have a feast of good things: those who make search for the Lord will give

him praise: your heart will have life for ever.
27All the ends of the earth will keep it in mind and be turned to the Lord: all the families

of the nations will give himworship.
28For the kingdom is the Lord's; he is the ruler among the nations.
29All the fat ones of the earthwill give himworship; all thosewho go down to the dust will

make themselves lowbeforehim, evenhewhohasnot enough for the life of his soul.
30 A seed will be his servant; the doings of the Lord will be made clear to the generation

which comes after.
31 They will come and make his righteousness clear to a people of the future because he

has done this.
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23
A Psalm. Of David.
1The Lord takes care of me as his sheep; I will not be without any good thing.
2Hemakes a resting-place for me in the green fields: he is my guide by the quiet waters.
3He gives new life to my soul: he is my guide in the ways of righteousness because of his

name.
4 Yes, though I go through the valley of deep shade, I will have no fear of evil; for you are

withme, your rod and your support are my comfort.
5 You make ready a table for me in front of my haters: you put oil on my head; my cup is

overflowing.
6 Truly, blessing and mercy will be with me all the days of my life; and I will have a place

in the house of the Lord all my days.

24
A Psalm. Of David.
1The earth is the Lord's, with all its wealth; the world and all the people living in it.
2For by him it was based on the seas, andmade strong on the deep rivers.
3Whomay go up into the hill of the Lord? and whomay come into his holy place?
4Hewho has clean hands and a true heart; whose desire has not gone out to foolish things,

who has not taken a false oath.
5Hewill have blessing from the Lord, and righteousness from the God of his salvation.
6 This is the generation of those whose hearts are turned to you, even to your face, O God

of Jacob. (Selah.)
7 Let your heads be lifted up, O doors; be lifted up, O you eternal doors: that the King of

glorymay come in.
8Who is the King of glory? The Lord of strength and power, the Lord strong in war.
9 Let your heads be lifted up, O doors; let them be lifted up, O you eternal doors: that the

King of glory may come in.
10Who is the King of glory? The Lord of armies, he is the King of glory. (Selah.)

25
Of David.
1To you, O Lord, my soul is lifted up.
2OmyGod, I have putmy faith in you, let me not be shamed; let not my haters be glorying

over me.
3 Let no servant of yours be put to shame; may those be shamed who are false without

cause.
4Make your steps clear to me, O Lord; give me knowledge of your ways.
5Bemyguide and teacher in the trueway; for youare theGodofmy salvation; I amwaiting

for your word all the day.
6O Lord, keep in mind your pity and your mercies; for they have been from the earliest

times.
7Do not keep in mind my sins when I was young, or my wrongdoing: let your memory of

me be full of mercy, O Lord, because of your righteousness.
8Good and upright is the Lord: so he will be the teacher of sinners in the way.
9Hewill be an upright guide to the poor in spirit: he will make his way clear to them.
10All theways of the Lord aremercy and good faith for thosewho keep his agreement and

his witness.
11Because of your name, O Lord, let me have forgiveness for my sin, which is very great.
12 If a man has the fear of the Lord, the Lord will be his teacher in the way of his pleasure.
13His soul will be full of good things, and his seed will have the earth for its heritage.
14 The secret of the Lord is with those in whose hearts is the fear of him; he will make his

agreement clear to them.
15My eyes are turned to the Lord at all times; for he will takemy feet out of the net.
16Be turned to me, and havemercy onme; for I am troubled and have no helper.
17The troubles of my heart are increased: O takeme out of my sorrows.
18Give thought to my grief andmy pain; and take away all my sins.
19 See how those who are against me are increased, for bitter is their hate of me.
20Okeepmy soul, and takeme out of danger: letme not be shamed, for I have putmy faith

in you.
21Formy clean and upright ways keepme safe, becausemy hope is in you.
22Give Israel salvation, O God, out of all his troubles.
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26
Of David.
1O Lord, bemy judge, for my behaviour has been upright: I have put my faith in the Lord,

I am not in danger of slipping.
2 Put me in the scales, O Lord, so that I may be tested; let the fire make clean my thoughts

andmy heart.
3For yourmercy is before my eyes; and I have gone in the way of your good faith.
4 I have not takenmy seat with foolish persons, and I do not go with false men.
5 I have been a hater of the band of wrongdoers, and I will not be seated among sinners.
6 I will makemy hands clean from sin; so will I go round your altar, O Lord;
7That I may give out the voice of praise, andmake public all the wonders which you have

done.
8Lord, your house has been dear to me, and the resting-place of your glory.
9Let not my soul be numbered among sinners, or my life amongmen of blood;
10 In whose hands are evil designs, and whose right hands takemoney for judging falsely.
11But as for me, I will go on inmy upright ways: be my saviour, and havemercy onme.
12 I have a safe resting-place formy feet; I will give praise to the Lord in themeetings of the

people.

27
Of David.
1The Lord is my light and my salvation; who is then a cause of fear to me? the Lord is the

strength of my life; who is a danger to me?
2When evil-doers, evenmy haters, came onme to put an end tome, theywere broken and

put to shame.
3Even if an army came against mewith its tents, my heart would have no fear: if war was

made onme, my faith would not bemoved.
4Oneprayerhave Imade to theLord, and this ismyheart's desire; that Imayhaveaplace in

the house of the Lord all the days ofmy life, looking onhis glory, and gettingwisdom
in his Temple.

5For in the time of trouble hewill keepme safe in his tent: in the secret place of his tent he
will keepme frommen's eyes; high on a rock he will put me.

6And nowmy head will be lifted up higher thanmy haters who are roundme: because of
this Iwillmake offerings of joy in his tent; Iwillmake a song, truly Iwillmake a song
of praise to the Lord.

7 O Lord, let the voice of my cry come to your ears: have mercy on me, and give me an
answer.

8When you said, Make search for my face, my heart said to you, For your face will I make
my search.

9 Let not your face be covered from me; do not put away your servant in wrath; you
have been my help: do not give me up or take your support from me, O God of my
salvation.

10When my father and my mother are turned away from me, then the Lord will be my
support.

11Make your way clear to me, O Lord, guidingme by the right way, because of my haters.
12Do not giveme into their hands, because false witnesses have come out against me, and

men breathing destruction.
13 I had almost given upmy hope of seeing the blessing of the Lord in the land of the living.
14Let your hope be in the Lord: take heart and be strong; yes, let your hope be in the Lord.

28
Of David.
1My cry goes up to you, O Lord, my Rock; do not keep back your answer fromme, so that I

may not become like those who go down into the underworld.
2Give ear to the voice of my prayer, when I am crying to you, whenmy hands are lifted up

to your holy place.
3Do not takeme awaywith the sinners and the workers of evil, who say words of peace to

their neighbours, but evil is in their hearts.
4Give them the right reward of their acts, and of their evil doings: give them punishment

for the works of their hands, let them have their full reward.
5Because they have no respect for theworks of the Lord, or for the thingswhich his hands

havemade, they will be broken down and not lifted up by him.
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6May the Lord be praised, because he has given ear to the voice of my prayer.
7The Lord is my strength and my breastplate, my heart had faith in him and I am helped;

for this causemy heart is full of rapture, and I will give him praise inmy song.
8The Lord is their strength, and a strong place of salvation for his king.
9Be a saviour to your people, and send a blessing on your heritage: be their guide, and let

them be lifted up for ever.

29
A Psalm. Of David.
1Give to the Lord, you sons of the gods, give to the Lord glory and strength.
2Give to the Lord the full glory of his name; give himworship in holy robes.
3The voice of the Lord is on the waters: the God of glory is thundering, the Lord is on the

great waters.
4The voice of the Lord is full of power; the voice of the Lord has a noble sound.
5 By the voice of the Lord are the cedar-trees broken, even the cedars of Lebanon are

broken by the Lord.
6 He makes them go jumping about like a young ox; Lebanon and Sirion like a young

mountain ox.
7At the voice of the Lord flames of fire are seen.
8At the voice of the Lord there is a shaking in the waste land, even a shaking in the waste

land of Kadesh.
9 At the voice of the Lord the roes give birth, the leaves are taken from the trees: in his

Temple everything says, Glory.
10 The Lord had his seat as king when the waters came on the earth; the Lord is seated as

king for ever.
11 The Lord will give strength to his people; the Lord will give his people the blessing of

peace.

30
A Psalm. A Song at the blessing of the House. Of David.
1 I will give you praise and honour, O Lord, because through you I have been lifted up; you

have not givenmy haters cause to be glad over me.
2O Lordmy God, I sent upmy cry to you, and you havemademewell.
3OLord, you havemademy soul come again from the underworld: you have givenme life

and kept me from going down among the dead.
4Make songs to the Lord, O you saints of his, and give praise to his holy name.
5 For his wrath is only for a minute; in his grace there is life; weeping may be for a night,

but joy comes in themorning.
6When things went well for me I said, I will never bemoved.
7Lord, by your grace you have keptmymountain strong: when your facewas turned from

me I was troubled.
8My voice went up to you, O Lord; I mademy prayer to the Lord.
9What profit is there in my blood if I go down into the underworld? will the dust give you

praise, or be a witness to your help?
10Give ear to me, O Lord, and havemercy onme: Lord, be my helper.
11By youmy sorrow is turned into dancing; you have taken awaymy clothing of grief, and

givenme robes of joy;
12So thatmy glorymaymake songs of praise to you and not be quiet. O LordmyGod, I will

give you praise for ever.

31
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of David.
1 In you, O Lord, have I put my hope; let me never be shamed; keep me safe in your

righteousness.
2Let your ear be turned tome; takeme quickly out of danger; bemy strong Rock, my place

of strength where I may be safe.
3For you aremy Rock andmy strong tower; go in front of me and bemy guide, because of

your name.
4Takemeout of thenetwhich theyhaveput ready forme secretly; for youaremy strength.
5 Into your hands I give my spirit; you aremy saviour, O Lord God for ever true.
6 I am full of hate for those who go after false gods; but my hope is in the Lord.
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7 I will be glad and have delight in your mercy; because you have seen my trouble; you
have had pity onmy soul in its sorrows;

8 And you have not given me into the hand of my hater; you have put my feet in a wide
place.

9Havemercy onme, OLord, for I am in trouble;myeyes arewastedwith grief, I amwasted
in soul and body.

10My life goes on in sorrow, andmy years in weeping; my strength is almost gone because
of my sin, andmy bones are wasted away.

11 Because of all those who are against me, I have become a word of shame to my
neighbours; a cause of shaking the head and a fear to my friends: those who saw
me in the street went in flight fromme.

12 I have gone frommen's minds andmemory like a deadman; I am like a broken vessel.
13 False statements against me have come to my ears; fear was on every side: they were

talking together against me, designing to take awaymy life.
14But I had faith in you, O Lord; I said, You aremy God.
15 The chances of my life are in your hand; take me out of the hands of my haters, and of

those who go after me.
16Let your servant see the light of your face; in yourmercy bemy saviour.
17 Let me not be shamed, O Lord, for I have made my prayer to you; let the sinners be

shamed, and let their mouths be shut in the underworld.
18Let the false lips be shut,which say evil against theupright, lookingdownonhim in their

pride.
19Ohow great is your grace, which you have put in store for yourworshippers, andwhich

you havemade clear to those who had faith in you, before the sons of men!
20Youwill keep them safe in your house from the designs ofman; in the secret of your tent

will you keep them from angry tongues.
21May the Lord be praised, because he has made clear to me the wonder of his grace in a

strong town.
22And as for me, I said in my fear, I am cut off from before your eyes; but you gave ear to

the voice of my prayer, whenmy cry went up to you.
23O have love for the Lord, all you his saints; for the Lord keeps safe from danger all those

who are true to him, and gives the workers of pride their right reward.
24Put away fear and let your heart be strong, all you whose hope is in the Lord.

32
Of David. Maschil.
1Happy is he who has forgiveness for his wrongdoing, and whose sin is covered.
2Happy is theman in whom the Lord sees no evil, and in whose spirit there is no deceit.
3When I keptmymouth shut,my boneswerewasted, because ofmy crying all through the

day.
4For theweight of your handwas onme day and night; my body became dry like the earth

in summer. (Selah.)
5 I made my wrongdoing clear to you, and did not keep back my sin. I said, I will put it all

before the Lord; and you took awaymywrongdoing andmy sin. (Selah.)
6 For this cause let every saint make his prayer to you at a time when you are near: then

the overflowing of the great waters will not overtake him.
7 You are my safe and secret place; you will keep me from trouble; you will put songs of

salvation on the lips of those who are roundme. (Selah.)
8 I will give you knowledge, teaching you the way to go; my eye will be your guide.
9Do not be like the horse or the ass, without sense; ...
10The sinner will be full of trouble; but mercy will be round the man who has faith in the

Lord.
11Be glad in the Lord with joy, you upright men; give cries of joy, all you whose hearts are

true.

33
1Be glad in the Lord, O doers of righteousness; for praise is beautiful for the upright.
2Give praise to the Lord on the corded instrument; makemelody to himwith instruments

of music.
3Make a new song to him; playing expertly with a loud noise.
4For the word of the Lord is upright, and all his works are certain.
5His delight is in righteousness and wisdom; the earth is full of themercy of the Lord.
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6By theword of the Lordwere the heavensmade; and all the armyof heaven by the breath
of his mouth.

7Hemakes the waters of the sea come together in a mass; he keeps the deep seas in store-
houses.

8Let the earth be full of the fear of the Lord; let all the people of the world be in holy fear
of him.

9For he gave the word, and it was done; by his order it was fixed for ever.
10TheLordundoes thedesignsof thenations; hemakes the thoughts of thepeopleswithout

effect.
11The Lord's purpose is eternal, the designs of his heart go on through all the generations

of man.
12Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord; and the people whom he has taken for his

heritage.
13The Lord is looking down from heaven; he sees all the sons of men;
14From his house he keeps watch on all who are living on the earth;
15Hemakes all their hearts; their works are clear to him.
16A king's salvation is not in the power of his army; a strong man does not get free by his

great strength.
17A horse is a false hope; his great power will not make anyman free from danger.
18 See, the eye of the Lord is on those in whose hearts is the fear of him, on those whose

hope is in his mercy;
19To keep their souls from death; and to keep them living in time of need.
20Our souls are waiting for the Lord; he is our help and our salvation.
21For in him our hearts have joy; in his holy name is our hope.
22Let yourmercy be on us, O Lord, as we are waiting for you.

34
OfDavid. Whenhemade a change in his behaviour beforeAbimelech,who sent himaway,
and he went.
1 I will be blessing the Lord at all times; his praise will be ever inmymouth.
2My soul will say great things of the Lord: the poor in spirit will have knowledge of it and

be glad.
3O give praise to the Lord withme; let us be witnesses together of his great name.
4 I was searching for the Lord, and he gave ear to my voice, andmademe free from all my

fears.
5Let your eyes be turned to himand youwill have light, and your faceswill not be shamed.
6Thispoorman's cry camebefore theLord, andhegavehimsalvation fromall his troubles.
7Theangel of theLord is everwatching over thosewhohave fear of him, to keep themsafe.
8By experience you will see that the Lord is good; happy is themanwho has faith in him.
9Keep yourselves in the fear of the Lord, all you his saints; for those who do so will have

no need of anything.
10The young lions are in need and have no food; but thosewho are looking to the Lordwill

have every good thing.
11Come, children, give attention to me; I will be your teacher in the fear of the Lord.
12What man has a love of life, and a desire that his days may be increased so that he may

see good?
13Keep your tongue from evil, and your lips fromwords of deceit.
14Be turned fromevil, anddo good;makea search for peace, desiring itwith all yourheart.
15The eyes of the Lord are on the upright, and his ears are open to their cry.
16The face of the Lord is against thosewho do evil, to take away thememory of them from

the earth.
17The cry of the upright comes before the Lord, and he takes them out of all their troubles.
18The Lord is near the broken-hearted; he is the saviour of thosewhose spirits are crushed

down.
19Great are the troubles of the upright: but the Lord takes him safely out of them all.
20He keeps all his bones: not one of them is broken.
21Evil will put an end to the sinner, and thosewho are haters of righteousnesswill come to

destruction.
22The Lordwill be the saviour of the souls of his servants, and no onewho has faith in him

will be put to shame.
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35
Of David.
1O Lord, be onmy side against those who are judging me; be at war with those whomake

war against me.
2Be a breastplate to me, and giveme your help.
3Take up your spear and keep backmy attackers; say to my soul, I am your salvation.
4 Let them be overcome and put to shame who make attempts to take my soul; let those

whowould dome damage be turned back andmade foolish.
5Let them be like dust from the grain before the wind; let the angel of the Lord send them

in flight.
6Let their way be dark and full of danger; let them be troubled by the angel of the Lord.
7For without cause they have put a net ready for me secretly, in which to takemy soul.
8Let destruction come on themwithout their knowledge; let them be taken themselves in

their secret nets, falling into the same destruction.
9Andmy soul will have joy in the Lord; it will be glad in his salvation.
10Allmy boneswill say, Lord, who is like you? The saviour of the poorman from the hands

of the strong, of himwho is poor and in need from himwho takes his goods.
11 False witnesses got up: they put questions to me about crimes of which I had no

knowledge.
12They gaveme back evil for good, troublingmy soul.
13 But as for me, when they were ill I put on the clothing of sorrow: I went without food

andwas sad, andmy prayer came back again to my heart.
14My behaviour was as if it had beenmy friend ormy brother: I was bent low in grief like

one whosemother is dead.
15But they took pleasure inmy trouble, and came together, yes, lowpersons came together

against mewithout my knowledge; they never came to an end of woundingme.
16Likemen of deceit they put me to shame; the voice of their wrath was loud against me.
17Lord, how longwill you be looking on? takemy soul from their destruction,my life from

the lions.
18 I will give you praise in the greatmeeting; I will give you honour among a strong people.
19Do not let my haters be glad over me falsely; let not those who are against me without

causemake sport of me.
20For they do not say words of peace; in their deceit they are designing evil things against

the quiet ones in the land.
21Theirmouthswere openwide againstme, and they said, Aha, aha, our eyes have seen it.
22You have seen this, O Lord; be not unmoved: O Lord, be not far fromme.
23Be awake, O Lord, bemoved to take upmy cause, my God andmy Lord.
24Bemy judge, O Lordmy God, in your righteousness; do not let them be glad over me.
25Let them not say in their hearts, So wewill have it: let them not say,We have put an end

to him.
26Let all thosewho take pleasure inmy troubles be shamed and come to nothing: let those

who are lifted up against me be covered with shame and have no honour.
27Let thosewho are onmy side give cries of joy; let them ever say, The Lord be praised, for

he has pleasure in the peace of his servant.
28Andmy tongue will be talking of your righteousness and of your praise all the day.

36
To the chief music-maker. Of the servant of the Lord. Of David.
1The sin of the evil-doer says in his heart, There is no fear of the Lord before his eyes.
2For he takes comfort in the thought that his sin will not be uncovered and hated.
3 In thewords of hismouth are evil and deceit; he has given up beingwise and doing good.
4He gives thought to evil on his bed; he takes a way which is not good; he is not a hater of

evil.
5Yourmercy, O Lord, is in the heavens, and your strong purpose is as high as the clouds.
6 Your righteousness is like the mountains of God; your judging is like the great deep; O

Lord, you give life to man and beast.
7How good is your loving mercy, O God! the children of men take cover under the shade

of your wings.
8The delights of your house will be showered on them; you will give them drink from the

river of your pleasures.
9For with you is the fountain of life: in your light we will see light.
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10O let there be no end to your loving mercy to those who have knowledge of you, or of
your righteousness to the upright in heart.

11Let not the foot of pride come against me, or the hand of the evil-doers put me out of my
place.

12 There the workers of evil have come down: they have been made low, and will not be
lifted up.

37
Of David.
1Do not be angry because of the wrongdoers, or have envy of the workers of evil.
2For they will quickly be cut down like grass, and become dry like the green plants.
3Have faith in the Lord, and do good; be at rest in the land, and go after righteousness.
4 So will your delight be in the Lord, and he will give you your heart's desires.
5Put your life in the hands of the Lord; have faith in him and he will do it.
6Andhewillmakeyour righteousnessbe seen like the light, andyour cause like the shining

of the sun.
7 Take your rest in the Lord, waiting quietly for him; do not be angry because of the man

who does well in his evil ways, and gives effect to his bad designs.
8Put an end to your wrath and be no longer bitter; do not give way to angry feeling which

is a cause of sin.
9For the evil-doers will be cut off: but those who have faith in the Lordwill have the earth

for their heritage.
10 For in a short time the evil-doer will be gone: you will go searching for his place, and it

will not be there.
11But the gentle will have the earth for their heritage; they will take their delight in peace

without measure.
12The sinner has evil designs against the upright, lifting up the voice ofwrath against him.
13Hewill be laughed at by the Lord, who sees that his day is coming.
14 The evil-doers have taken out their swords, their bows are bent; for crushing the poor,

and to put to death those who are upright in their ways.
15But their swords will be turned into their hearts, and their bows will be broken.
16The little which the goodman has is better than the wealth of evil-doers.
17For the arms of the evil-doers will be broken: but the Lord is the support of the good.
18The days of the upright are numbered by the Lord, and their heritage will be for ever.
19 They will not be shamed in the evil time, and in the days when all are in need of food

they will have enough.
20But the wrongdoers will come to destruction, and the haters of the Lord will be like the

fat of lambs, they will be burned up; they will go up in smoke, and never again be
seen.

21 The sinner takes money and does not give it back; but the upright man has mercy, and
gives to others.

22 Those who have his blessing will have the earth for their heritage; but those who are
cursed by himwill be cut off.

23The steps of a goodman are ordered by the Lord, and he takes delight in his way.
24 Even if he has a fall he will not be without help: for the hand of the Lord is supporting

him.
25 I have been young, and now am old, but I have not seen the good man without help, or

his children looking for bread.
26All the day he is ready to havemercy and to give; his children are a blessing.
27Be turned from evil, and do good; and your place will be for ever.
28For the Lord is a lover of righteousness, and takes care of his saints; theywill be kept safe

for ever; but the seed of the evil-doers will be cut off.
29The upright will have the earth for their heritage, and will go on living there for ever.
30 The mouth of the good man says words of wisdom; the talk of his tongue is of

righteousness.
31The law of his God is in his heart; he will never make a false step.
32The sinners are watching the upright man, desiring to put him to death.
33The Lord will not give him into their hands, or be against himwhen he is judged.
34Be waiting for the Lord, and keep his way; and you will be lifted up, and have the land

for your heritage: when the evil-doers are cut off, you will see it.
35 I have seen the evil-doer in great power, covering the earth like a great tree.



Psalms 37:36 398 Psalms 39:10

36But he came to an end, and therewas no sign of him; Imade a search for him and hewas
not there.

37Give attention to the goodman, and takenote of theupright; because the endof thatman
is peace.

38 But as for the sinners, they will be cut off together; the end of the wrongdoers is
destruction.

39But the Lord is the saviour of the upright: he is their strength in the time of trouble.
40And the Lord will be their help, and keep them safe: he will take them out of the hands

of the evil-doers, and be their saviour, because they had faith in him.

38
A Psalm. Of David. To keep inmemory.
1OLord, benot bitterwithme in yourwrath; let not your handbe onme in theheat of your

passion.
2Foryourarrowshavegone intomyflesh, and Iamcrushedunder theweightof yourhand.
3My flesh is wasted because of your wrath; and there is no peace in my bones because of

my sin.
4 For my crimes have gone over my head; they are like a great weight which is more than

my strength.
5Mywounds are poisoned and evil-smelling, because of my foolish behaviour.
6 I am troubled, I ammade low; I go weeping all the day.
7Formy body is full of burning; all my flesh is unhealthy.
8 I am feeble and crushed down; I gave a cry like a lion because of the grief in my heart.
9Lord, all my desire is before you; my sorrow is not kept secret from you.
10My heart goes out in pain, my strength is wasting away; as for the light of my eyes, it is

gone fromme.
11My lovers andmy friends keep away frommy disease; my relations keep far away.
12 Those who have a desire to take my life put nets for me; those who are designing my

destruction say evil things against me, all the day their minds are full of deceit.
13 But I kept my ears shut like a man without hearing; like a man without a voice, never

opening his mouth.
14 So I was like amanwhose ears are shut, and in whosemouth there are no sharp words.
15 In you, O Lord, is my hope: you will give me an answer, O Lord, my God.
16 I said, Let them not be glad over me; when my foot is moved, let them not be lifted up

with pride against me.
17My feet are near to falling, andmy sorrow is ever before me.
18 I will make clear mywrongdoing, with sorrow inmy heart for my sin.
19 But they are strong who have hate for me without cause: those who are against me

falsely are increased in numbers.
20They giveme back evil for good; they aremy haters because I go after the thingwhich is

right.
21Do not give me up, O Lord; Omy God, be near to me.
22Come quickly to give me help, O Lord, my salvation.

39
To the chief music-maker. Of Jeduthun. A Psalm. Of David.
1 I said, I will give attention tomyways, so thatmy tonguemay do nowrong; I will keepmy

mouth under control, while the sinner is before me.
2 I made no sound, I said no word, even of good; and I wasmoved with sorrow.
3Myheartwas burning inmybreast; while Iwas deep in thought the firewas lighted; then

I said withmy tongue,
4Lord, giveme knowledge ofmy end, and of themeasure ofmydays, so that Imay see how

feeble I am.
5 You have made my days no longer than a hand's measure; and my years are nothing in

your eyes; truly, everyman is but a breath. (Selah.)
6Truly, every man goes on his way like an image; he is troubled for no purpose: he makes

a great store of wealth, and has no knowledge of whowill get it.
7And now, Lord, what am I waiting for? my hope is in you.
8Makeme free from all my sins; do not let me be shamed by theman of evil behaviour.
9 I was quiet, and kept mymouth shut; because you had done it.
10No longer let your hand be hard onme; I amwasted by the blows of your hand.
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11By theweight of yourwrath againstman's sin, the glory of his form iswasted away; truly
everyman is but a breath. (Selah.)

12Letmyprayer come to your ears, OLord, andgive attention tomycry,makeananswer to
myweeping: for my time here is short before you, and in a little time I will be gone,
like all my fathers.

13 Let your wrath be turned away from me, so that I may be comforted, before I go away
from here, and become nothing.

40
To the chief music-maker. Of David. A Psalm.
1When I was waiting quietly for the Lord, his heart was turned to me, and he gave ear to

my cry.
2He took me up out of a deep waste place, out of the soft and sticky earth; he put my feet

on a rock, andmademy steps certain.
3And he put a new song in my mouth, even praise to our God; numbers have seen it with

fear, and put their faith in the Lord.
4Happy is themanwho has faith in the Lord, and does not give honour to themen of pride

or to those who are turned away to deceit.
5O Lord my God, great are the wonders which you have done in your thought for us; it is

not possible to put them out in order before you; when I would give an account of
them, their number is greater than I may say.

6You had no desire for offerings of beasts or fruits of the earth; ears youmade for me: for
burned offerings and sin offerings youmade no request.

7Then I said, See, I come; it is recorded of me in the roll of the book,
8My delight is to do your pleasure, Omy God; truly, your law is in my heart.
9 I have givennewsof righteousness in the greatmeeting; OLord, youhaveknowledge that

I have not kept backmywords.
10 Your righteousness has not been folded away in my heart; I have made clear your true

word and your salvation; I have not kept secret your mercy or your faith from the
great meeting.

11Take not away your gentlemercies fromme, O Lord; let yourmercy and your faith keep
me safe for ever.

12 For unnumbered evils are round about me; my sins have overtaken me, so that I am
bent downwith their weight; they are more than the hairs of my head, my strength
is gone because of them.

13Be pleased, O Lord, to takeme out of danger; O Lord, come quickly and give me help.
14 Let those who go after my soul for its destruction have shame and trouble together; let

them be turned back andmade foolish who take pleasure inmy trouble.
15Let those who say to me, Aha, aha! be surprised because of their shame.
16 Let all those who are looking for you be glad and have joy in you; let the lovers of your

salvation ever say, May the Lord be great.
17Though I ampoorand inneed, theLordhasme inmind; youaremyhelpandmysaviour;

let there be no waiting, Omy God.

41
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of David.
1Happy is the man who gives thought to the poor; the Lord will be his saviour in the time

of trouble.
2The Lord will keep him safe, and give him life; the Lord will let him be a blessing on the

earth, and will not give him into the hand of his haters.
3 The Lord will be his support on his bed of pain: by you will all his grief be turned to

strength.
4 I said, Lord, havemercy onme; makemy soul well, becausemy faith is in you.
5My haters say evil against me,Whenwill he be dead, and his name come to an end?
6 If one comes to see me, deceit is in his heart; he keeps a store of evil, which he makes

public in every place.
7All my haters are talking secretly together against me; they are designingmy downfall.
8 They say, He has an evil disease, which will not let him go: and now that he is down he

will not get up again.
9Even my dearest friend, in whom I had faith, who took bread with me, is turned against

me.
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10 But you, O Lord, have mercy on me, lifting me up, so that I may give them their
punishment.

11By this I see that you have pleasure inme, becausemy hater does not overcomeme.
12And as for me, you are my support in my righteousness, giving me a place before your

face for ever.
13May the Lord God of Israel be praised, through eternal days and for ever. So be it. So be

it.

42
To the chief music-maker. Maschil. Of the sons of Korah.
1Like the desire of the roe for the water-streams, so is my soul's desire for you, O God.
2My soul is dry for need of God, the living God; whenmay I come and see the face of God?
3My tears have been my food day and night, while they keep saying to me, Where is your

God?
4 Let my soul be overflowing with grief when these things come back to my mind, how I

went in company to the house of God, with the voice of joy and praise, with the song
of those whowere keeping the feast.

5Why are you crushed down, Omy soul? and why are you troubled inme? put your hope
in God; for I will again give him praise who is my help andmy God.

6My soul is crushed down inme, so I will keep you inmind; from the land of Jordan and of
the Hermons, from the hill Mizar.

7Deep is sounding to deep at the noise of yourwaterfalls; all yourwaves have gone rolling
over me.

8But the Lordwill send hismercy in the daytime, and in the night his songwill bewithme,
a prayer to the God of my life.

9 I will say to God my Rock, Why have you let me go from your memory? why do I go in
sorrow because of the attacks of my haters?

10The cruelwords ofmyhaters are like a crushing ofmybones; when they say tome every
day, Where is your God?

11Why are you crushed down, Omy soul? andwhy are you troubled inme? put your hope
in God; for I will again give him praise who is my help andmy God.

43
1 Be my judge, O God, supporting my cause against a nation without religion; O keep me

from the false and evil man.
2 You are the God of my strength; why have you put me from you? why do I go in sorrow

because of the attacks of my haters?
3O send out your light and your trueword; let them bemy guide: let them takeme to your

holy hill, and to your tents.
4Then I will go up to the altar of God, to the God of my joy; I will be glad and give praise to

you on an instrument of music, O God, my God.
5Why are you crushed down, Omy soul? and why are you troubled inme? put your hope

in God, for I will again give him praise who is my help andmy God.

44
To the chief music-maker. Of the sons of KorahMaschil.
1 It has come to our ears, OGod, our fathers have givenus the story, of theworkswhich you

did in their days, in the old times,
2 Uprooting the nations with your hand, and planting our fathers in their place; cutting

down the nations, but increasing the growth of your people.
3For theydidnotmake the land theirsby their swords, and itwasnot their armswhichkept

themsafe; but your righthand, andyourarm, and the light of your face, becauseyou
had pleasure in them.

4You aremy King andmy God; ordering salvation for Jacob.
5Through youwill we overcome our haters; by your namewill they be crushed under our

feet who are violent against us.
6 I will not put faith inmy bow, my sword will not bemy salvation.
7But it is youwho have been our saviour from those whowere against us, and have put to

shame those who had hate for us.
8Our pride is in God at all times, to his namewe give praise for ever. (Selah.)
9But nowyouhave sent us away fromyou, and put us to shame; you donot go outwith our

armies.
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10Because of this we are turned back by the attacker: those who have hate for us take our
goods for themselves.

11 You have made us like sheep which are taken for meat; we are put to flight among the
nations.

12You let your people go for nothing; your wealth is not increased by their price.
13 You have made us to be looked down on by our neighbours, we are laughed at and

shamed by those who are round about us.
14Our name is a word of shame among the nations, a sign for the shaking of heads among

the peoples.
15My downfall is ever before me, and I am covered with the shame of my face;
16Because of the voice of him who says sharp and bitter words; because of the hater and

himwho is the instrument of punishment.
17All this has come on us, but still we have kept you in ourmemory; andwe have not been

false to your word.
18Our hearts have not gone back, and our steps have not been turned out of your way;
19 Though you have let us be crushed in the place of jackals, though we are covered with

darkest shade.
20 If the name of our God has gone out of our minds, or if our hands have been stretched

out to a strange god,
21Will not Godmake search for it? for he sees the secrets of the heart.
22 Truly, because of you we are put to death every day; we are numbered like sheep for

destruction.
23Why are you sleeping, O Lord? awake! and come to our help, do not give us up for ever.
24Why is your face covered, and why do you give no thought to our trouble and our cruel

fate?
25For our souls are crushed down to the dust: our bodies are stretched out on the earth.
26Up! and come to our help, and give us salvation because of yourmercy.

45
To the chief music-maker; put to Shoshannim. Of the sons of Korah. Maschil. A Song of
loves.
1My heart is flowing over with good things; mywords are of that which I havemade for a

king; my tongue is the pen of a ready writer.
2You are fairer than the children ofmen; grace is flowing through your lips; for this cause

the blessing of God is with you for ever.
3Put on your sword, make it ready at your side, O strong chief, with your glory and power.
4And go nobly on in your power, because you are good and true and without pride; and

your right handwill be teaching you things of fear.
5Your arrows are sharp in the heart of the king's haters; because of them the peoples are

falling under you.
6Your seat of power, OGod, is for ever and ever; the rod of your kingdom is a rod of honour.
7You have been a lover of righteousness and a hater of evil: and so God, your God, has put

the oil of joy on your head, lifting you high over all other kings.
8Your robes are full of the smell of all sorts of perfumes and spices; music from the king's

ivory houses has made you glad.
9 Kings' daughters are among your noble women: on your right is the queen in gold of

Ophir.
10Odaughter, give thought and attention, and let your ear be open; no longer keep inmind

your people, and your father's house;
11 So will the king have a great desire for you, seeing how beautiful you are; because he is

your lord, give him honour.
12And the daughters of Tyre will be there with an offering; those who havewealth among

the people will be looking for your approval.
13 In the great house the king's daughter is all shining: her clothing is worked with gold.
14 She will come before the king in robes of needlework; the virgins in her train will come

before you.
15With joy and rapture will they come; they will go into the king's house.
16Your childrenwill take the place of your fathers; so that youmaymake them rulers over

all the earth.
17 I will keep thememory of your name living through all generations; and because of this

the people will give you praise for ever.
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46
To the chief music-maker. Of the sons of Korah; put to Alamoth. A Song.
1God is our harbour and our strength, a very present help in trouble.
2 For this cause we will have no fear, even though the earth is changed, and though the

mountains are moved in the heart of the sea;
3Though itswatersare soundingand troubled, and though themountainsare shakingwith

their violent motion. (Selah.)
4 There is a river whose streams make glad the resting-place of God, the holy place of the

tents of the Most High.
5Godhas takenhis place inher; shewill not bemoved: hewill come toherhelp at thedawn

of morning.
6 The nations were angry, the kingdoms were moved; at the sound of his voice the earth

became like wax.
7The Lord of armies is with us; the God of Jacob is our high tower. (Selah.)
8Come, see the works of the Lord, the destruction which he has made in the earth.
9He puts an end to wars over all the earth; by him the bow is broken, and the spear cut in

two, and the carriage burned in the fire.
10Be at peace in the knowledge that I am God: I will be lifted up among the nations, I will

be honoured through all the earth.
11The Lord of armies is with us; the God of Jacob is our high tower. (Selah.)

47
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of the sons of Korah.
1O make a glad noise with your hands, all you peoples; letting your voices go up to God

with joy.
2For the LordMost High is to be feared; he is a great King over all the earth.
3Hewill put down the peoples under us, and the nations under our feet.
4Hewill give us our heritage, the glory of Jacob who is dear to him. (Selah.)
5God has gone upwith a glad cry, the Lord with the sound of the horn.
6Give praises to God, make songs of praise; give praises to our King, make songs of praise.
7For God is the King of all the earth; make songs of praise with knowledge.
8God is the ruler over the nations; God is on the high seat of his holy rule.
9 The rulers of the peoples have come together, with the people of the God of Abraham;

because the powers of the earth are God's: he is lifted up on high.

48
A Song. A Psalm. Of the sons of Korah.
1Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised, in the town of our God, in his holy mountain.
2Beautiful in its highposition, the joyof all the earth, is themountainof Zion, themountain

of God, the town of the great King.
3 In its buildings God is seen to be a high tower.
4For see! the kings came together by agreement, they were joined together.
5 They saw it, and so were full of wonder; they were troubled, and went quickly away in

fear.
6 Shaking came on them and pain, as on a woman in childbirth.
7By you the ships of Tarshish are broken as by an east wind.
8As it came to our ears so havewe seen it, in the town of the Lord of armies, in the town of

our God; God will keep it fixed for ever. (Selah.)
9Our thoughts were of yourmercy, O God, while we were in your Temple.
10As your name is, O God, so is your praise to the ends of the earth; your right hand is full

of righteousness.
11Let there be joy in themountain of Zion, and let the daughters of Judah be glad, because

of your wise decisions.
12Make your way about Zion, and go round it, numbering its towers.
13Take note of its strongwalls, lookingwell at its fair buildings; so that youmay giveword

of it to the generation which comes after.
14Because this God is our God for ever and ever: he will be our guide.

49
Alamoth. To the chief music-maker. Of the sons of Korah. A Psalm.
1Give attention to this, all you peoples; let your ears be open, all you who are living in the

world.



Psalms 49:2 403 Psalms 50:20

2High and low together, the poor, and those who have wealth.
3 From my mouth will come words of wisdom; and in the thoughts of my heart will be

knowledge.
4 I will put my teaching into a story; I will makemy dark sayings clear withmusic.
5 What cause have I for fear in the days of evil, when the evil-doing of those who are

working for my downfall is round about me?
6 Even of those whose faith is in their wealth, and whose hearts are lifted up because of

their stores.
7Truly, nomanmay get back his soul for a price, or give to God the payment for himself;
8 (Because it takes a great price to keep his soul from death, andman is not able to give it.)
9 So that hemight have eternal life, and never see the underworld.
10For he sees that wisemen come to their end, and foolish persons of low behaviour come

to destruction together, letting their wealth go to others.
11 The place of the dead is their house for ever, and their resting-place through all

generations; those who come after them give their names to their lands.
12But man, like the animals, does not go on for ever; he comes to an end like the beasts.
13 This is the way of the foolish; their silver is for those who come after them, and their

children get the pleasure of their gold. (Selah.)
14 Death will give them their food like sheep; the underworld is their fate and they will

go down into it; their flesh is food for worms; their form is wasted away; the
underworld is their resting-place for ever.

15But God will get backmy soul; for he will takeme from the power of death. (Selah.)
16Have no fear whenwealth comes to aman, and the glory of his house is increased;
17For at his death, he will take nothing away; his glory will not go down after him.
18 Though he might have pride in his soul in his life-time, and men will give you praise if

you do well for yourself,
19Hewill go to the generation of his fathers; he will not see the light again.
20Man, like the animals, does not go on for ever; he comes to an end like the beasts.

50
A Psalm. Of Asaph.
1 The God of gods, even the Lord, has sent out his voice, and the earth is full of fear; from

the coming up of the sun to its going down.
2From Zion, most beautiful of places, God has sent out his light.
3 Our God will come, and will not keep quiet; with fire burning before him, and storm-

winds round him.
4His voice will go out to the heavens and to the earth, for the judging of his people:
5 Let my saints come together to me; those who have made an agreement with me by

offerings.
6And let the heavensmake clear his righteousness; for God himself is the judge. (Selah.)
7Give ear, O my people, to my words; O Israel, I will be a witness against you; I am God,

even your God.
8 Iwill not takeupa cause against youbecause of your offerings, or because of yourburned

offerings, which are ever before me.
9 I will take no ox out of your house, or he-goats from your flocks;
10For every beast of the woodland is mine, and the cattle on a thousand hills.
11 I see all the birds of themountains, and the beasts of the field are mine.
12 If I had need of food, I would not give you word of it; for the earth is mine and all its

wealth.
13Am I to take the flesh of the ox for my food, or the blood of goats for my drink?
14Make an offering of praise to God; keep the agreements which you have made with the

Most High;
15Let your voice comeup tome in the day of trouble; Iwill be your saviour, so that youmay

give glory to me.
16But to the sinner, God says, What are you doing, talking of my laws, or taking the words

of my agreement in yourmouth?
17 Seeing that you have no desire for my teaching, turning your back onmywords.
18When you saw a thief, youwere in agreementwith him, and youwere joinedwith those

who took other men's wives.
19You have given yourmouth to evil, your tongue to words of deceit.
20You say evil of your brother; youmake false statements against yourmother's son.



Psalms 50:21 404 Psalms 53:2

21 These things have you done, and I said nothing; it seemed to you that I was such a one
as yourself; but I will make a protest against you, and put them in order before your
eyes.

22 Now keep this in mind, you who have no memory of God, for fear that you may be
crushed undermy hand, with no one to give you help:

23Whoevermakes an offering of praise gives glory tome; and to himwho is upright in his
ways I will make clear the salvation of God.

51
To the chiefmusic-maker. A Psalm. Of David. WhenNathan the prophet came to him, after
he had gone in to Bath-sheba.
1Have pity onme, O God, in yourmercy; out of a full heart, take awaymy sin.
2Let all mywrongdoing be washed away, andmakeme clean from evil.
3For I am conscious of my error; my sin is ever before me.
4Against you, you only, have I donewrong, working that which is evil in your eyes; so that

your words may be seen to be right, and youmay be clear when you are judging.
5Truly, I was formed in evil, and in sin didmymother give me birth.
6Your desire is forwhat is true in the inner parts: in the secrets ofmy soul youwill giveme

knowledge of wisdom.
7Makeme free from sin with hyssop: let me be washed whiter than snow.
8Makeme full of joy and rapture; so that the bones which have been brokenmay be glad.
9Let your face be turned frommywrongdoing, and take away all my sins.
10Make a clean heart in me, O God; give me a right spirit again.
11Do not put me away from before you, or take your holy spirit fromme.
12Giveme back the joy of your salvation; let a free spirit be my support.
13Thenwill I make your ways clear to wrongdoers; and sinners will be turned to you.
14 Be my saviour from violent death, O God, the God of my salvation; and my tongue will

give praise to your righteousness.
15O Lord, let my lips be open, so that mymouthmaymake clear your praise.
16 You have no desire for an offering or I would give it; you have no delight in burned

offerings.
17The offerings of God are a broken spirit; a broken and sorrowing heart, O God, you will

not put from you.
18Do good to Zion in your good pleasure, building up the walls of Jerusalem.
19 Then you will have delight in the offerings of righteousness, in burned offerings and

offerings of beasts; then they will make offerings of oxen on your altar.

52
To the chiefmusic-maker. Maschil. Of David. WhenDoeg the Edomite came to Saul saying,
David has come to the house of Ahimelech.
1Why do you take pride in wrongdoing, lifting yourself up against the upright man all the

day?
2Purposing destruction, using deceit; your tongue is like a sharp blade.
3 You have more love for evil than for good, for deceit than for works of righteousness.

(Selah.)
4Destruction is in all your words, O false tongue.
5 But God will put an end to you for ever; driving you out from your tent, uprooting you

from the land of the living. (Selah.)
6The upright will see it with fear, and will say, laughing at you:
7See, this is themanwho did notmake God his strength, but had faith in his goods and his

property, andmade himself strong in his wealth.
8But I am like a branching olive-tree in the house of God; I have put my faith in his mercy

for ever and ever.
9 Iwill give youpraisewithout end forwhat youhavedone; Iwill givehonour to yourname

before your saints, for it is good.

53
To the chief music-maker; put to Mahalath. Maschil. Of David.
1 The foolish man has said in his heart, God will not do anything. They are unclean, they

have done evil works; there is not one who does good.
2Godwas looking down from heaven on the children ofmen, to see if there were anywho

had wisdom, searching after God.
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3Every one of them has gone back; they are unclean: there is not one who does good, no,
not one.

4Have theworkers of evil no knowledge? they takemy people for food, as theywould take
bread; theymake no prayer to God.

5 They were in great fear, where there was no cause for fear: for the bones of those who
make war on you have been broken by God; you have put them to shame, because
God has no desire for them.

6May the salvation of Israel come out of Zion! When the fate of his people is changed by
God, Jacob will have joy, and Israel will be glad.

54
To the chief music-maker; on Neginoth. Maschil. Of David. When the Ziphites came and
said to Saul, Is not David keeping himself secret among us?
1Let your name bemy salvation, O God; let my cause be judged by your strength.
2Let my prayer come before you, O God; give ear to the words of mymouth.
3Formenwho are going afterme have come out againstme, violentmen are purposing to

takemy soul; they have not put God before their eyes. (Selah.)
4 See, God is my helper: the Lord is the great supporter of my soul.
5Let the evil works ofmyhaters come back on themagain; let thembe cut off by your good

faith.
6 Freely will I make my offerings to you; I will give praise to your name, O Lord, for it is

good.
7 Because it has been my saviour from all my trouble; and my eyes have seen the

punishment of my haters.

55
To the chief music-maker, on Neginoth. Maschil. Of David.
1Give hearing to my prayer, O God; and let not your ear be shut against my request.
2Give thought to me, and let my prayer be answered: I have beenmade low in sorrow;
3 I am troubled because of the voice of the cruel ones, because of the loud cry of the evil-

doers; for they put a weight of evil onme, and they are cruel in their hate for me.
4My heart is deeply wounded, and the fear of death has come onme.
5Fear and shaking have come over me, with deep fear I am covered.
6And I said, If only I had wings like a dove! for then I would go in flight from here and be

at rest.
7 I would go wandering far away, living in the waste land. (Selah.)
8 I would quickly take cover from the driving storm and from the violent wind.
9 Send destruction on them, O Lord, make a division of tongues among them: for I have

seen fighting and violent acts in the town.
10 By day and night they go round the town, on the walls; trouble and sorrow are in the

heart of it.
11Evil is there; cruel rule and deceit are ever in the streets.
12For it was not my hater who said evil of me; that would have been no grief to me; it was

not one outside the number ofmy friendswhomade himself strong againstme, or I
would have kept myself from him in a secret place;

13But it was you, my equal, my guide, mywell-loved friend.
14We had loving talk together, and went to the house of God in company.
15 Let the hand of death come on them suddenly, and let them go down living into the

underworld; because evil is in their houses and in their hearts.
16As for me, I will makemy prayer to God, and he will be my saviour.
17 In the evening and in the morning and in the middle of the day I will make my prayer

with sounds of grief; andmy voice will come to his ears.
18He has taken my soul away from the attack which was made against me, and given it

peace; for great numbers were against me.
19Godwill give thought tome; hewho fromearly times is strongwill sendpain and trouble

on them. (Selah.) Because they are unchanged, they have no fear of God.
20He has put out his hand against those who were at peace with him; he has not kept his

agreement.
21The words of his mouth were smoother than butter, but war was in his heart; his words

were softer than oil, but they were sharp swords.
22Put your cares on the Lord, and he will be your support; he will not let the upright man

bemoved.
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23But you, OGod, will send themdown into the underworld; the cruel and the falsewill be
cut off before half their days are ended; but I will have faith in you.

56
To the chief music-maker; put to Jonath elem rehokim. Of David. Michtam. When the
Philistines took him in Gath.
1Have mercy on me, O God, for man is attempting my destruction; every day he makes

cruel attacks against me.
2My haters are ever ready to put an end to me; great numbers are lifting themselves up

against me.
3 In the time of my fear, I will have faith in you.
4 InGodwill I give praise to hisword; inGodhave I putmyhope; Iwill have no fear ofwhat

fleshmay do tome.
5Every day theymake wrong use of mywords; all their thoughts are against me for evil.
6They come together, they arewaiting in secret places, they take note ofmy steps, they are

waiting for my soul.
7By evil-doing they will not get free from punishment. In wrath, O God, let the peoples be

made low.
8You have seenmywanderings; put the drops frommy eyes into your bottle; are they not

in your record?
9When I send upmy cry to you,my haterswill be turned back; I am certain of this, for God

is withme.
10 In God will I give praise to his word; in the Lord will I give praise to his word.
11 In God have I put my hope, I will have no fear of what manmay do tome.
12 I keep thememory of my debt to you, O God; I will give you the offerings of praise.
13Because you have takenmy soul from the power of death; and keptmy feet from falling,

so that I may be walking before God in the light of life.

57
To the chief music-maker; put to Al-tashheth. Michtam. Of David. When he went in flight
from Saul, in the hole of the rock.
1Havemercy onme, OGod, havemercy onme; for the hope ofmy soul is in you: Iwill keep

myself safely under the shade of your wings, till these troubles are past.
2 I will send upmy cry to theMost High God; to God who does all things for me.
3He will send from heaven, and take me from the power of him whose desire is for my

destruction. God will send out his mercy and his good faith.
4My soul is among lions; I am stretched out among those who are on fire, even the sons of

men, whose teeth are spears and arrows, and whose tongue is a sharp sword.
5O God, be lifted up higher than the heavens; let your glory be over all the earth.
6They have made ready a net for my steps; my soul is bent down; they have made a great

hole before me, and have gone down into it themselves. (Selah.)
7My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed; I will make songs, and give praise.
8You aremy glory; let the instruments of music be awake; I myself will be awake with the

dawn.
9 I will give you praise, O Lord, among the peoples; I will make songs to you among the

nations.
10For yourmercy is great, stretching up to the heavens, and your righteousness goes up to

the clouds.
11Be lifted up, O God, higher than the heavens, let your glory be over all the earth.

58
To the chief music-maker; put to Al-tashheth. Michtam. Of David.
1 Is there righteousness in yourmouths, O you gods? are you upright judges, O you sons of

men?
2The purposes of your hearts are evil; your hands are full of cruel doings on the earth.
3 The evil-doers are strange from the first; from the hour of their birth they go out of the

true way, saying false words.
4Their poison is like the poison of a snake; they are like the adder, whose ears are shut;
5Whowill not bemoved by the voice of thewonder-worker, however great are his powers.
6O God, let their teeth be broken in their mouths; let the great teeth of the young lions be

pulled out, O Lord.
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7Let thembe turned to liquid like the ever-flowingwaters; let thembe cut off like the grass
by the way.

8Let thembe like an after-birthwhich is turned towater and comes to an end; like the fruit
of a womanwho gives birth before her time, let them not see the sun.

9 Before they are conscious of it, let them be cut down like thorns; let a strong wind take
them away like waste growth.

10The upright manwill be glad when he sees their punishment; his feet will be washed in
the blood of the evil-doer.

11 So that men will say, Truly there is a reward for righteousness; truly there is a God who
is judge on the earth.

59
To the chief music-maker; put to At-tashheth. Michtam. Of David. When Saul sent, and
they were watching the house, to put him to death.
1Takeme out of the hands of the cruel ones, OmyGod; keepme safe from thosewho come

up against me.
2Takeme out of the power of theworkers of evil, and keepme safe from themen of blood.
3 For see, they are watching in secret for my soul; the strong have come together against

me? but not because of my sin, or my evil-doing, O Lord.
4 For no sin of mine they go quickly and get themselves ready; be awake and come to my

help, and see.
5 You, O Lord God of armies, are the God of Israel; come now and give punishment to the

nations; have nomercy on any workers of deceit. (Selah.)
6They come back in the evening; theymake a noise like a dog, and go round the town.
7 See, hate is dropping from their lips; curses are on their tongues: they say, Who gives

attention to it?
8But you are laughing at them, O Lord; you will make sport of all the nations.
9Omy strength, I will put my hope in you; because God is my strong tower.
10 The God of my mercy will go before me: God will let me see my desire effected on my

haters.
11Put them not to death, for so my people will keep the memory of them: let them be sent

in all directions by your power; make them low, O Lord our saviour.
12Because of the sin of their mouths and the word of their lips, let them even be taken in

their pride; and for their curses and their deceit,
13Put an end to them in yourwrath, put an end to them, so that theymaynot be seen again;

let them see that God is ruling in Jacob and to the ends of the earth. (Selah.)
14And in the evening let them come back, and make a noise like a dog, and go round the

town.
15Let themgowandering up anddown in search of food, and be there all night if they have

not enough.
16 But I will make songs of your power; yes, I will give cries of joy for your mercy in the

morning; because you have been my strength and my high tower in the day of my
trouble.

17To you, Omy strength, will I makemy song: because God ismy high tower, even the God
of mymercy.

60
To the chief music-maker; put to Shushan-eduth. Michtam. Of David. For teaching. When
he was fighting against Aram-naharaim and Aramzobah, when Joab came back, and put
twelve thousand of the Edomites to death, in the Valley of Salt.
1God, you have put us away from you, you have sent us in all directions, you have been

angry; O be turned to us again.
2By the power of your hand the earth is shaking and broken; make it strong again, for it is

moved.
3You havemade the people see hard times; you have given us the wine of shaking for our

drink.
4Give a safe place to those who have fear of you, where they may go in flight from before

the bow. (Selah.)
5 So that your loved ones may be made safe, let your right hand be my salvation, and give

me an answer.
6God has said in his holy place, I will be glad: I will make a division of Shechem, and the

valley of Succoth will be measured out.
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7Gilead is mine, and Manasseh is mine; and Ephraim is the strength of my head; Judah is
my law-giver;

8Moab is my washpot; over Edom will I put out my shoe; over Philistia will a glad cry be
sounded.

9Whowill takeme into the strong town? whowill be my guide into Edom?
10Have not you put us away, O God? and you have not gone out with our armies.
11Give us help in our trouble; for there is no help inman.
12Through God we will do great things, for through him our haters will be crushed under

our feet.

61
To the chief music-maker. On a corded instrument. Of David.
1Let my cry come to you, O God; let your ears be open tomy prayer.
2From the end of the earth will I send upmy cry to you, whenmy heart is overcome: take

me to the rock which is over-high for me.
3For you have beenmy secret place, andmy high tower from those whomadewar onme.
4 I willmake your tentmy resting-place for ever: Iwill keepmyself under the cover of your

wings. (Selah.)
5For you, OGod, havemadeanswer tomyprayers; youhave givenme theheritage of those

who give honour to your name.
6Youwill give the king long life; andmake his years go on through the generations.
7May the seat of his authority be before God for ever; maymercy and righteousness keep

him safe.
8Sowill I make songs in praise of your name for ever, giving to God that which is right day

by day.

62
To the chief music-maker. After Jeduthun. A Psalm. Of David.
1My soul, put all your faith in God; for from him comesmy salvation.
2He only is my Rock andmy salvation; he is my high tower; I will not be greatly moved.
3How long will you go on designing evil against a man? running against him as against a

broken wall, which is on the point of falling?
4Their only thought is to put him down from his place of honour; their delight is in deceit:

blessing is in their mouths but cursing in their hearts. (Selah.)
5My soul, put all your faith in God; for from him comesmy hope.
6He only is my Rock andmy salvation; he is my high tower; I will not be greatly moved.
7 In God is my salvation, andmy glory; the Rock of my strength, andmy safe place.
8Have faith in him at all times, you people; let your hearts go flowing out before him: God

is our safe place. (Selah.)
9Truly men of low birth are nothing, and men of high position are not what they seem; if

they are put in the scales together they are less than a breath.
10Have no faith in the rewards of evil-doing, or in profits wrongly made: if your wealth is

increased, do not put your hopes on it.
11Once has God said, twice has it come tomy ears, that power is God's:
12Andmercy, O Lord, is yours, for you give to everyman the reward of his work.

63
A Psalm. Of David. When he was in the waste land of Judah.
1OGod, youaremyGod; earlywill Imakemysearch for you: my soul is dry forneedof you,

my flesh is wastedwith desire for you, as a dry and burning landwhere nowater is;
2To see your power and your glory, as I have seen you in the holy place.
3Because yourmercy is better than life, my lips will give you praise.
4 So will I go on blessing you all my life, lifting upmy hands in your name.
5My soul will be comforted, as with good food; and my mouth will give you praise with

songs of joy;
6When the memory of you comes to me onmy bed, and when I give thought to you in the

night-time.
7Because you have beenmy help, I will have joy in the shade of your wings.
8My soul keeps ever near you: your right hand is my support.
9 But those whose desire is my soul's destruction will go down to the lower parts of the

earth.
10They will be cut off by the sword; they will be food for foxes.
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11But the kingwill have joy in God; everyonewho takes an oath by himwill have cause for
pride; but the false mouth will be stopped.

64
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of David.
1OGod, let the voice of my grief come to your ear: keepmy life from the fear of those who

are against me.
2 Keep me safe from the secret purpose of wrongdoers; from the band of the workers of

evil;
3Who make their tongues sharp like a sword, and whose arrows are pointed, even bitter

words;
4 So that in secret theymay let loose their arrows at the upright, suddenly and unseen.
5 They make themselves strong in an evil purpose; they make holes for secret nets; they

say, Whowill see it,
6Ormake discovery of our secret purpose? The design is framed with care; and the inner

thought of a man, and his heart, is deep.
7But God sends out an arrow against them; suddenly they are wounded.
8The evil of their tongues is the cause of their fall; all thosewho see themare shaking their

heads at them.
9 And in fear men make public the works of God; and giving thought to his acts they get

wisdom.
10 The upright will be glad in the Lord and have hope in him; and all the lovers of

righteousness will give him glory.

65
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of David. A Song.
1 It is right for you, O God, to have praise in Zion: to you let the offering bemade.
2To you, O hearer of prayer, let the words of all flesh come.
3Evils have overcome us: but as for our sins, you will take them away.
4Happy is the man of your selection, to whom you give a resting-place in your house; we

will be full of the good things out of your holy place.
5Youwill give us an answer in righteousness by great acts of power, OGodof our salvation;

you who are the hope of all the ends of the earth, and of the far-off lands of the sea;
6The God by whose strength themountains are fixed; who is robed with power:
7Whomakes the loud voice of the sea quiet, and puts an end to the sound of its waves.
8Those in the farthest parts of the earth have fearwhen they see your signs: the outgoings

of themorning and evening are glad because of you.
9 You have given your blessing to the earth, watering it and making it fertile; the river of

God is full of water: and havingmade it ready, you give men grain.
10You make the ploughed lands full of water; you make smooth the slopes: you make the

earth soft with showers, sending your blessing on its growth.
11 The year is crowned with the good you give; life-giving rain is dropping from your

footsteps,
12Falling on the grass of the waste land: and the little hills are glad on every side.
13 The grass-land is thick with flocks; the valleys are full of grain; they give glad cries and

songs of joy.

66
To the chief music-maker. A Song. A Psalm.
1 Send up a glad cry to God, all the earth:
2Make a song in honour of his name: give praise and glory to him.
3 Say to God, How greatly to be feared are your works! because of your great power your

haters are forced to put themselves under your feet.
4 Let all the earth give you worship, and make songs to you; let them make songs to your

name. (Selah.)
5Come and see the works of God: he is to be feared in all he does to the children of men.
6The seawas turned into dry land: theywent through the river on foot: there didwe have

joy in him.
7He is ruling in power for ever; his eyes are watching the nations: may his haters have no

strength against him. (Selah.)
8Give blessings to our God, O you peoples, let the voice of his praise be loud;
9Because he gives us life, and has not let our feet bemoved.
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10For you, O God, have put us to the test: testing us by fire like silver.
11You let us be put in prison; chains were put on our legs.
12You letmen go driving over our heads; wewent throughfire and throughwater; but you

took us out into a wide place.
13 I will come into your house with burned offerings, I will make payment of my debt to

you,
14Keeping the word which came from my lips, and which my mouth said, when I was in

trouble.
15 I will give you burned offerings of fat beasts, and the smoke of sheep; I will make

offerings of oxen and goats. (Selah.)
16Come, give ear to me, all you God-fearing men, so that I may make clear to you what he

has done for my soul.
17My voice went up to him, and I was lifted up from the underworld.
18 I said inmy heart, The Lord will not give ear to me:
19But truly God's ear has been open; he has give attention to the voice of my prayer.
20Praise be to God who has not taken away his good faith and his mercy fromme.

67
To the chief music-maker. With corded instruments. A Psalm. A Song.
1MayGod give usmercy and blessing, and let the light of his face be shining on us; (Selah.)
2 So that menmay see your way on the earth, and your salvation among all nations.
3Let the peoples give you praise, O God; let all the peoples give you praise.
4O let the nations be glad, andmake song of joy; for youwill be the judge of the peoples in

righteousness, guiding the nations of the earth. (Selah.)
5Let the peoples give you praise, O God; let all the peoples give you praise.
6The earth has given her increase; and God, even our God, will give us his blessing.
7Godwill give us his blessing; so let all the ends of the earth be in fear of him.

68
To the chief music-maker. Of David. A Psalm. A Song.
1Let Godbe seen, and let his haters be put to flight; let thosewho are against himbe turned

back before him.
2Let them be like smoke before the drivingwind; as wax turning soft before the fire, so let

them come to an end before the power of God.
3But let the upright be glad; let them have delight before God; let them be full of joy.
4Make songs to God, make songs of praise to his name; make a way for him who comes

through the waste lands; his name is Jah; be glad before him.
5A father to those who have no father, a judge of the widows, is God in his holy place.
6 Those who are without friends, God puts in families; he makes free those who are in

chains; but those who are turned away from him are given a dry land.
7OGod,whenyouwentoutbeforeyourpeople,wandering through thewaste land; (Selah.)
8The earth was shaking and the heavens were streaming, because God was present; even

Sinai itself was moved before God, the God of Israel.
9You, O God, did freely send the rain, giving strength to the weariness of your heritage.
10Thosewhoseresting-placewas there, even thepoor,werecomfortedbyyourgood things,

O God.
11The Lord gives the word; great is the number of the womenwhomake it public.
12 Kings of armies quickly go in flight: and the women in the houses make a division of

their goods.
13Will you take your rest among the flocks? like the wings of a dove covered with silver,

and its feathers with yellow gold.
14When theMost High put the kings to flight, it was as white as snow in Salmon.
15A hill of God is the hill of Bashan; a hill with high tops is the hill of Bashan.
16Why are you looking with envy, you high hills, on the hill desired by God as his resting-

place? truly, God will make it his house for ever.
17 The war-carriage of God is among Israel's thousands; the Lord has come from Sinai to

the holy place.
18Youhavegoneuponhigh, takingyourprisonerswithyou; youhave takenofferings from

men; the Lord God has taken his place on the seat of his power.
19 Praise be to the Lord, who is our support day by day, even the God of our salvation.

(Selah.)
20Our God is for us a God of salvation; his are the ways out of death.
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21The heads of the haters of Godwill be crushed; even the head of himwho still goes on in
his evil ways.

22The Lord said, I will make them come back from Bashan, and from the deep parts of the
sea;

23 So that your foot may be red with blood, and the tongues of your dogs with the same.
24We see your going, O God: even the going of my God, my King, into the holy place.
25 The makers of songs go before, the players of music come after, among the young girls

playing on brass instruments.
26Give praise to God in the greatmeeting; even the Lord, youwho come from the fountain

of Israel.
27 There is little Benjamin ruling them, the chiefs of Judah and their army, the rulers of

Zebulun and the rulers of Naphtali.
28 O God, send out your strength; the strength, O God, with which you have done great

things for us,
29Out of your Temple in Jerusalem.
30 Say sharp words to the beast among the water-plants, the band of strong ones, with the

lords of the peoples, put an end to the people whose delight is in war.
31 Kings will give you offerings, they will come out of Egypt; from Pathros will come

offerings of silver; Ethiopia will be stretching out her hands to God.
32 Make songs to God, you kingdoms of the earth; O make songs of praise to the Lord;

(Selah.)
33To himwho goes or the clouds of heaven, the heaven which was from earliest times; he

sends out his voice of power.
34Makeclear that strength isGod's: he is liftedupover Israel, andhispower is in the clouds.
35OGod, youare to be feared in yourholy place: theGodof Israel gives strength andpower

to his people. Praise be to God.

69
To the chief music-maker; put to Shoshannim. Of David.
1Bemy saviour, O God; because the waters have come in, even to my neck.
2Myfeet aredeep in the soft earth,where there isno support; I havecome intodeepwaters,

the waves are flowing over me.
3 I am tired withmy crying; my throat is burning: my eyes are wasted with waiting formy

God.
4 Those who have hate for me without cause are greater in number than the hairs of my

head; those who are against me, falsely desiring my destruction, are very strong; I
gave back what I had not taken away.

5O God, you see how foolish I am; andmywrongdoing is clear to you.
6Let not thosewhohave hope in you be put to shamebecause ofme, O LordGod of armies:

let not those who are waiting for you bemade low because of me, O God of Israel.
7 I have been wounded with sharp words because of you; my face has been covered with

shame.
8 I have become strange to my brothers, and like a man from a far country to mymother's

children.
9 I am on fire with passion for your house; and the hard things which are said about you

have come onme.
10My bitter weeping, andmy going without food, were turned to my shame.
11When I put on the clothing of grief, they said evil of me.
12 I am a cause of wonder to those in authority; a song to those who are given to strong

drink.
13But as for me, let my prayer be made to you, O Lord, at a time when you are pleased; O

God, give me an answer in your great mercy, for your salvation is certain.
14 Take me from the grip of the sticky earth, so that I may not go down into it; let me be

lifted up from the deep waters.
15 Let me not be covered by the flowing waters; let not the deep waters go over my head,

and let me not be shut up in the underworld.
16Give an answer to my words, O Lord; for your mercy is good: be turned to me, because

of your great pity.
17Let not your face be covered from your servant, for I am in trouble; quickly give me an

answer.
18Come near tomy soul, for its salvation: bemy saviour, because of those who are against

me.
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19You have seen my shame, how I was laughed at and made low; my haters are all before
you.

20My heart is broken by bitter words, I am full of grief; I made a search for some to have
pity onme, but there was no one; I had no comforter.

21They gaveme poison for my food; and bitter wine for my drink.
22Let their table before them be for their destruction; let their feasts become a net to take

them.
23Let their eyes be blind so that theymay not see; let their bodies for ever be shaking.
24Let your curse come on them; let the heat of your wrath overtake them.
25Give their houses to destruction, and let there be no one in their tents.
26Because they are cruel to him against whom your hand is turned; they make bitter the

grief of himwho is wounded by you.
27Let their punishment be increased; let them not come into your righteousness.
28Let their names be taken from the book of the living, let themnot be numberedwith the

upright.
29But I am poor and full of sorrow; let me be lifted up by your salvation, O Lord.
30 I will give praise to the name of God with a song; I will give glory to him for what he has

done.
31This will be more pleasing to the Lord than an ox, or a young ox of full growth.
32The poor will see it and be glad: you who are lovers of God, let your hearts have life.
33For the ears of the Lord are open to the poor, and he takes thought for his prisoners.
34 Let the heavens and the earth give praise to him, the seas, and everything moving in

them.
35For God will be the saviour of Zion, and the builder of the towns of Judah; so that it may

be their resting-place and heritage.
36 The seed of his servants will have their part in it, and there the lovers of his name will

have rest.

70
To the chief music-maker. Of David. To keep inmemory.
1Let your salvation come quickly, O God; come quickly to my help, O Lord.
2Let those who go after my soul have shame and trouble; let those who have evil designs

against me be turned back andmade foolish.
3Let those who say Aha, aha! be turned back as a reward of their shame.
4 Let all those who are looking for you be glad and have joy in you; let the lovers of your

salvation ever say, May God be great.
5But I am poor and in need; come to me quickly, O God; you are my help and my saviour;

let there be no waiting, O Lord.

71
1 In you, O Lord, have I put my hope; let me never be shamed.
2Keep me safe in your righteousness, and come to my help; give ear to my voice, and be

my saviour.
3 Be my strong Rock, the strong place of my salvation; for you are my Rock, and my safe

place.
4OmyGod, takeme out of the hand of the sinner, out of the hand of the evil and cruelman.
5For you aremyhope, OLordGod; I havehad faith in you from the timewhen Iwas young.
6Youhavebeenmysupport from thedayofmybirth; you tookmeout ofmymother's body;

my praise will be ever of you.
7 I am awonder to all; but you aremy strong tower.
8Mymouth will be full of your praise and glory all the day.
9Do not give me upwhen I am old; bemy help even whenmy strength is gone.
10 For my haters are waiting secretly for me; and those who are watching for my soul are

banded together in their evil designs,
11 Saying, God has given him up; go after him and take him, for he has no helper.
12O God, be not far fromme; Omy God, come quickly to my help.
13Let those who say evil against my soul be overcome and put to shame; let my haters be

made low and have no honour.
14But I will go on ever hoping, and increasing in all your praise.
15My mouth will make clear your righteousness and your salvation all the day; for they

aremore thanmay bemeasured.
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16 Iwill give news of the great acts of the LordGod;mywordswill be of your righteousness,
and of yours only.

17 O God, you have been my teacher from the time when I was young; and I have been
talking of your works of wonder even till now.

18Nowwhen I am old and grey-headed, O God, give me not up; till I have made clear your
strength to this generation, and your power to all those to come.

19Your righteousness, O God, is very high; you have done great things; O God, who is like
you?

20You, who have sent great and bitter troubles onme, will giveme life again, liftingme up
from the deep waters of the underworld.

21Youwill makeme greater than before, and give me comfort on every side.
22 I will give praise to you with instruments of music, O my God, for you are true; I will

make songs to you withmusic, O Holy One of Israel.
23 Joy will be on my lips when I make melody to you; and in my soul, to which you have

given salvation.
24My tongue will be talking of your righteousness all the day; for those whose purpose is

to dome evil have been crushed and put to shame.

72
Of Solomon.
1Give the king your authority, O God, and your righteousness to the king's son.
2May he be a judge of your people in righteousness, andmake true decisions for the poor.
3May themountains give peace to the people, and the hills righteousness.
4May he be a judge of the poor among the people, may he give salvation to the children of

those who are in need; by him let the violent be crushed.
5May his life go on as long as the sun andmoon, through all generations.
6May he come down like rain on the cut grass; like showers watering the earth.
7 In his days may the upright do well, living in peace as long as there is a moon in heaven.
8Let his kingdom be from sea to sea, from the River to the ends of the earth.
9Let those who are against him go down before him; and let his haters be low in the dust.
10 Let the kings of Tarshish and of the islands come back with offerings; let the kings of

Sheba and Seba give of their stores.
11Yes, let all kings go down before him; let all nations be his servants.
12 For he will be a saviour to the poor in answer to his cry; and to him who is in need,

without a helper.
13Hewill have pity on the poor, and be the saviour of those who are in need.
14He will keep their souls free from evil designs and violent attacks; and their blood will

be of value in his eyes.
15May he have long life, and may gold from Sheba be given to him: may prayers be made

for him at all times; may blessings be on him every day.
16 May there be wide-stretching fields of grain in the land, shaking on the top of the

mountains, full of fruit like Lebanon: may its stems be unnumbered like the grass
of the earth.

17Mayhis name go on for ever, as long as the sun: maymenbe blessing themselves by him;
may all nations be blessing his name.

18Praise be to the Lord God, the God of Israel, the only doer of wonders.
19 Praise to the glory of his noble name for ever; let all the earth be full of his glory. So be

it, So be it.
20The prayers of David, the son of Jesse, are ended.

73
A Psalm. Of Asaph.
1Truly, God is good to Israel, even to such as are clean in heart.
2But as for me, my feet had almost gone from underme; I was near to slipping;
3Because of my envy of themen of pride, when I saw the well-being of the wrongdoers.
4For they have no pain; their bodies are fat and strong.
5They are not in trouble as others are; they have no part in the unhappy fate of men.
6For this reason pride is round them like a chain; they are clothed with violent behaviour

as with a robe.
7Their eyes are bursting with fat; they havemore than their heart's desire.
8Their thoughts are deep with evil designs; their talk from their seats of power is of cruel

acts.
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9Their mouth goes up to heaven; their tongues go walking through the earth.
10For this reason they are full of bread; and water is ever flowing for them.
11And they say, Howwill the Lord see this? is there knowledge in theMost High?
12Truly, such are the sinners; they do well at all times, and their wealth is increased.
13As for me, I have made my heart clean to no purpose, washing my hands in righteous-

ness;
14For I have been troubled all the day; everymorning have I undergone punishment.
15 If I would make clear what it is like, I would say, You are false to the generation of your

children.
16Whenmy thoughts were turned to see the reason of this, it was a weariness in my eyes;
17Till I went into God's holy place, and saw the end of the evil-doers.
18 You put their feet where there was danger of slipping, so that they go down into

destruction.
19How suddenly are they wasted! fears are the cause of their destruction.
20As a dreamwhen one is awake, they are ended; they are like an image gone out of mind

when sleep is over.
21My heart wasmade bitter, and I was pained by the bite of grief:
22As for me, I was foolish, and without knowledge; I was like a beast before you.
23But still I am ever with you; you have takenme bymy right hand.
24Your wisdomwill be my guide, and later you will put me in a place of honour.
25Whomhave I in heaven but you? and having you I have no desire for anything on earth.
26Myflesh andmyheart arewasting away: but God is the Rock ofmyheart andmy eternal

heritage.
27For those who are far away from youwill come to destruction: youwill put an end to all

those who have not kept faith with you.
28But it is good for me to come near to God: I have put my faith in the Lord God, so that I

maymake clear all his works.

74
Maschil. Of Asaph.
1 Of God, why have you put us away from you for ever? why is the fire of your wrath

smoking against the sheep who are your care?
2Keep in mind your band of worshippers, for whom you gave payment in the days which

are past, whom you took for yourself as the people of your heritage; even this
mountain of Zion, which has been your resting-place.

3Go up and see the unending destruction; all the evil which your haters have done in the
holy place;

4Sending out their voices like lions among your worshippers; they have put up their signs
to be seen.

5They are cutting down, like amanwhose blade is lifted up against the thick trees.
6Your doors are broken downwith hammers and iron blades.
7 They have put on fire your holy place; they have made the place of your name unclean,

pulling it down to the earth.
8Theyhave said in their hearts, Let us put an end to themall together; theyhave givenover

to the fire all God's places of worship in the land.
9We do not see our signs: there is no longer any prophet, or anyone among us to say how

long.
10 O God, how long will those who are against us say cruel things? will the hater go on

looking down on your name for ever?
11Why are you keeping back your hand, and covering your right hand in your robe?
12For from the past God is my King, working salvation in the earth.
13 The sea was parted in two by your strength; the heads of the great sea-beasts were

broken.
14The heads of the great snakewere crushed by you; you gave them as food to the fishes of

the sea.
15Youmade valleys for fountains and springs; youmade the ever-flowing rivers dry.
16The day is yours and the night is yours: youmade the light and the sun.
17By you all the limits of the earth were fixed; you havemade summer andwinter.
18Keep this in mind, O Lord, that your haters have said cruel things, and that your name

has been looked down on by a people of evil behaviour.
19O give not the soul of your dove to the hawk; let not the life of the poor go out of your

memory for ever.
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20 Keep in mind your undertaking; for the dark places of the earth are full of pride and
cruel acts.

21O let not the crushed be turned back in shame; let the lowman and the poor give praise
to your name.

22Up! O God, be the judge of your cause; keep in mind the bitter things which the man of
evil behaviour says against you every day.

23Keep inmind the voice of your haters; the outcry of thosewho come against you goes up
every day.

75
To the chief music-maker; put to Al-tashheth. A Psalm. Of Asaph. A Song.
1To you, O God, we give praise, to you we give praise: and those who give honour to your

namemake clear your works of power.
2When the right time has come, I will be the judge in righteousness.
3When the earth and all its people become feeble, I am the support of its pillars. (Selah.)
4 I say to themen of pride, Let your pride be gone: and to the sinners, Let not your horn be

lifted up.
5Let not your horn be lifted up: let no more words of pride come from your outstretched

necks.
6For honour does not come from the east, or from the west, or uplifting from the south;
7But God is the judge, putting down one, and lifting up another.
8For in the hand of the Lord is a cup, and thewine is red; it iswellmixed, overflowing from

his hand: he will make all the sinners of the earth take of it, even to the last drop.
9But I will ever be full of joy, making songs of praise to the God of Jacob.
10 By him will all the horns of the sinners be cut off; but the horns of the upright will be

lifted up.

76
To the chief music-maker; put to Neginoth. A Psalm. Of Asaph. A Song.
1 In Judah is the knowledge of God; his name is great in Israel,
2 In Salem is his tent, his resting-place in Zion.
3There were the arrows of the bow broken, there he put an end to body-cover, sword, and

fight. (Selah.)
4You are shining and full of glory, more than the eternal mountains.
5Gone is thewealth of the strong, their last sleep has overcome them; themen ofwar have

become feeble.
6At the voice of your wrath, O God of Jacob, deep sleep has overcome carriage and horse.
7You, you are to be feared; whomay keep his place before you in the time of your wrath?
8From heaven you gave your decision; the earth, in its fear, gave no sound,
9When God took his place as judge, for the salvation of the poor on the earth. (Selah.)
10The ... will give you praise; the rest of ...
11Give to the Lord your God what is his by right; let all who are round him give offerings

to himwho is to be feared.
12He puts an end to the wrath of rulers; he is feared by the kings of the earth.

77
To the chief music-maker. After Jeduthun. Of Asaph. A Psalm.
1 I was crying to God withmy voice; even to God withmy voice, and he gave ear to me.
2 In the day of my trouble, my heart was turned to the Lord: my handwas stretched out in

the night without resting; my soul would not be comforted.
3 I will keep God inmemory, with sounds of grief; my thoughts are troubled, andmy spirit

is overcome. (Selah.)
4You keepmy eyes from sleep; I am so troubled that no words come.
5My thoughts go back to the days of the past, to the years which are gone.
6 The memory of my song comes back to me in the night; my thoughts are moving in my

heart; my spirit is searching with care.
7Will the Lord put me away for ever? will he be kind no longer?
8 Is his mercy quite gone for ever? has his word come to nothing?
9Has God put away thememory of his pity? are his mercies shut up by his wrath? (Selah.)
10And I said, It is a weight onmy spirit; but I will keep in mind the years of the right hand

of theMost High.
11 I will keep inmind theworks of Jah: I will keep thememory of yourwonders in the past.
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12 I will give thought to all your work, while mymind goes over your acts of power.
13Your way, O God, is holy: what god is so great as our God?
14 You are the God who does works of power: you have made your strength clear to the

nations.
15With your arm you havemade your people free, the sons of Jacob and Joseph. (Selah.)
16 The waters saw you, O God; the waters saw you, they were in fear: even the deep was

troubled.
17 The clouds sent out water; the skies gave out a sound; truly, your arrows went far and

wide.
18 The voice of your thunder went rolling on; the world was flaming with the light of the

storm; the earth was shaking.
19Your way was in the sea, and your road in the great waters; there was no knowledge of

your footsteps.
20Youwere guiding your people like a flock, by the hand of Moses and Aaron.

78
Maschil. Of Asaph.
1Give ear, Omy people, to my law; let your ears be bent down to the words of mymouth.
2Openingmymouth I will give out a story, even the dark sayings of old times;
3Which have come to our hearing and our knowledge, as they were given to us by our

fathers.
4 We will not keep them secret from our children; we will make clear to the coming

generation the praises of the Lord and his strength, and the great works of wonder
which he has done.

5He put up a witness in Jacob, and made a law in Israel; which he gave to our fathers so
that theymight give knowledge of them to their children;

6 So that the generation to come might have knowledge of them, even the children of the
future, who would give word of them to their children;

7 So that they might put their hope in God, and not let God's works go out of their minds,
but keep his laws;

8 And not be like their fathers, a stiff-necked and uncontrolled generation; a generation
whose heart was hard, whose spirit was not true to God.

9The children of Ephraim, armedwith bows, were turned back on the day of the fight.
10They were not ruled by God's word, and they would not go in the way of his law;
11 They let his works go out of their memory, and the wonders which he had made them

see.
12He did great works before the eyes of their fathers, in the land of Egypt, in the fields of

Zoan.
13The sea was cut in two so that they might go through; the waters were massed together

on this side and on that.
14 In the daytime he was guiding them in the cloud, and all through the night with a light

of fire.
15The rocks of the waste landwere broken by his power, and he gave them drink as out of

the deep waters.
16Hemade streams come out of the rock; and waters came flowing down like rivers.
17And they went on sinning against him even more, turning away from the Most High in

the waste land;
18Testing God in their hearts, requestingmeat for their desire.
19They said bitterwords against God, saying, Is God able tomake ready a table in thewaste

land?
20 See, the rock was cut open by his power, so that the water came rushing out, and

overflowing streams; isheable togiveusbread? isheable togetmeat forhispeople?
21So these things came to the Lord's ears, and hewas angry; and a fire was lighted against

Jacob, and wrath came up against Israel;
22Because they had no faith in God, and no hope in his salvation.
23And he gave orders to the clouds on high, and the doors of heaven were open;
24And he sent downmanna like rain for their food, and gave them the grain of heaven.
25Man took part in the food of strong ones; he sent themmeat in full measure.
26He sent an east wind from heaven, driving on the south wind by his power.
27He sent downmeat on them like dust, and feathered birds like the sand of the sea,
28And he let it come down into their resting-place, round about their tents.
29 So they had food andwere full; for he gave them their desire;
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30But theywerenot turned from their desires; andwhile the foodwas still in theirmouths,
31The wrath of God came on them, and put to death the fattest of them, and put an end to

the youngmen of Israel.
32For all this they went on sinning evenmore, and had no faith in his great wonders.
33 So their days were wasted like a breath, and their years in trouble.
34Whenhe sent death on them, then theymade search for him; turning to himand looking

for himwith care;
35 In thememory that God was their Rock, and theMost High God their saviour.
36But their lips were false to him, and their tongues were untrue to him;
37And their hearts were not right with him, and they did not keep their agreement with

him.
38 But he, being full of pity, has forgiveness for sin, and does not put an end to man:

frequently turning back his wrath, and not being violently angry.
39So he kept inmind that theywere only flesh; a breathwhich is quickly gone, andwill not

come again.
40How frequently did they go against him in the waste land, and give him cause for grief

in the dry places!
41Again they put God to the test, and gave pain to the Holy One of Israel.
42They did not keep inmind the work of his hand, or the day when he took them from the

power of their haters;
43How he had done his signs in Egypt, and his wonders in the field of Zoan;
44 So that their rivers were turned to blood, and they were not able to get drink from their

streams.
45 He sent different sorts of flies among them, poisoning their flesh; and frogs for their

destruction.
46He gave the increase of their fields to worms, the fruits of their industry to the locusts.
47He sent ice for the destruction of their vines; their treeswere damaged by the bitter cold.
48 Ice was rained down on their cattle; thunderstorms sent destruction among the flocks.
49He sent on them the heat of his wrath, his bitter disgust, letting loose evil angels among

them.
50He let his wrath have its way; he did not keep back their soul from death, but gave their

life to disease.
51He gave to destruction all the first sons of Egypt; the first-fruits of their strength in the

tents of Ham;
52But he took his people out like sheep, guiding them in the waste land like a flock.
53He took themon safely so that they hadno fear; but their haterswere covered by the sea.
54And hewas their guide to his holy land, even to themountain, which his right hand had

made his;
55Driving out nations before them, marking out the line of their heritage, and giving the

people of Israel their tents for a resting-place.
56But they were bitter against the Most High God, testing him, and not keeping his laws;
57 Their hearts were turned back and untrue like their fathers; they were turned to one

side like a twisted bow.
58Theymade him angry with their high places; moving him to wrath with their images.
59When this came to God's ears he was very angry, and gave up Israel completely;
60 So that he went away from the holy place in Shiloh, the tent which he had put among

men;
61And he let his strength be taken prisoner, and gave his glory into the hands of his hater.
62He gave his people up to the sword, and was angry with his heritage.
63Their youngmenwereburned in thefire; and their virginswerenot praised in thebride-

song.
64 Their priests were put to death by the sword, and their widows made no weeping for

them.
65Thenwas theLord likeoneawaking fromsleep, and likea strongmancryingoutbecause

of wine.
66His haters were turned back by his blows and shamed for ever.
67And he put the tent of Joseph on one side, and took not the tribe of Ephraim;
68 But he took the tribe of Judah for himself, and the mountain of Zion, in which he had

pleasure.
69And hemade his holy place like the high heaven, like the earthwhich is fixed by him for

ever.
70He took David to be his servant, taking him from the place of the flocks;
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71 From looking after the sheep which were giving milk, he took him to give food to Jacob
his people, and to Israel his heritage.

72 So he gave them food with an upright heart, guiding them by the wisdom of his hands.

79
A Psalm. Of Asaph.
1 O God, the nations have come into your heritage; they have made your holy Temple

unclean; they havemade Jerusalem amass of broken walls.
2 They have given the bodies of your servants as food to the birds of the air, and the flesh

of your saints to the beasts of the earth.
3Their blood has been flowing like water round about Jerusalem; there was no one to put

them in their last resting-place.
4Weare looked down on by our neighbours, we are laughed at andmade sport of by those

who are round us.
5How long, O Lord? will you be angry for ever? will your wrath go on burning like fire?
6 Let your wrath be on the nations who have no knowledge of you, and on the kingdoms

who have not made prayer to your name.
7For they have taken Jacob for their meat, andmade waste his house.
8Do not keep inmind against us the sins of our fathers; let yourmercy come to us quickly,

for we have beenmade very low.
9Give us help, OGod of our salvation, for the glory of your name; take us out of danger and

give us forgiveness for our sins, because of your name.
10Whymay thenations say,Where is theirGod? Let payment for thebloodof your servants

bemade openly among the nations before our eyes.
11Let the cry of theprisoner comebefore you;with your strong armmake free the children

of death;
12And give punishment seven times over into the breast of our neighbours for the bitter

words which they have said against you, O Lord.
13 So we your people, and the sheep of your flock, will give you glory for ever: we will go

on praising you through all generations.

80
To the chief music-maker; put to Shoshannim-eduth. Of Asaph. A Psalm.
1Give ear, O Keeper of Israel, guiding Joseph like a flock; you who have your seat on the

winged ones, let your glory be seen.
2Before EphraimandBenjamin andManasseh, let your strength be awake from sleep, and

come as our salvation.
3Take us back again, O God; let us see the shining of your face, and let us be safe.
4 O Lord God of armies, how long will your wrath be burning against the rest of your

people?
5You have given them the bread of weeping for food; for their drink you have given them

sorrow in great measure.
6Youmake us a cause of war among our neighbours; our haters are laughing at us among

themselves.
7Take us back again, O God of armies; let us see the shining of your face, and let us be safe.
8You took a vine out of Egypt: driving out the nations, and planting it in their land.
9Youmade ready a place for it, so that it might take deep root, and it sent out its branches

over all the land.
10Themountains were covered with its shade, and the great trees with its branches.
11 It sent out its arms to the Sea, and its branches to the River.
12Why are its walls broken down by your hands, so that all who go bymay take its fruit?
13 It is uprooted by the pigs from the woods, the beasts of the field get their food from it.
14Come back, O God of armies: from heaven let your eyes be turned to this vine, and give

yourmind to it,
15 Even to the tree which was planted by your right hand, and to the branch which you

made strong for yourself.
16 It is burned with fire; it is cut down: they aremade waste by the wrath of your face.
17 Let your hand be on the man of your right hand, on the son of man whom you made

strong for yourself.
18 So will we not be turned back from you; keep us in life, and we will give praise to your

name.
19Take us back, O Lord God of armies; let us see the shining of your face, and let us be safe.



Psalms 81:1 419 Psalms 83:16

81
To the chief music-maker; put to the Gittith. Of Asaph.
1Make a song to God our strength: make a glad cry to the God of Jacob.
2Take up themelody, playing on an instrument of music, even on corded instruments.
3Let the horn be sounded in the time of the newmoon, at the full moon, on our holy feast-

day:
4For this is a rule for Israel, and a law of the God of Jacob.
5He gave it to Joseph as awitness, whenhewent out over the land of Egypt; then thewords

of a strange tongue were sounding inmy ears.
6 I took the weight from his back; his hands weremade free from the baskets.
7 You gave a cry in your trouble, and I made you free; I gave you an answer in the secret

place of the thunder; I put you to the test at the waters of Meribah. (Selah.)
8Give ear, Omy people, and I will give youmyword, O Israel, if you will only do as I say!
9There is to be no strange god among you; you are not to give worship to any other god.
10 I am the Lord your God, who took you up from the land of Egypt: let yourmouth be open

wide, so that I may give you food.
11But my people did not give ear to my voice; Israel would have nothing to do withme.
12 So I gave them up to the desires of their hearts; that they might go after their evil

purposes.
13 If only my people would give ear to me, walking inmyways!
14 I would quickly overcome their haters: my hand would be turned against those who

make war on them.
15The haters of the Lord would be broken, and their destruction would be eternal.
16 I would give them the best grain for food; you would be full of honey from the rock.

82
A Psalm. Of Asaph.
1God is in themeeting-place of God; he is judging among the gods.
2 How long will you go on judging falsely, having respect for the persons of evil-doers?

(Selah.)
3 Give ear to the cause of the poor and the children without fathers; let those who are

troubled and in need have their rights.
4Be the saviour of the poor and those who have nothing: take them out of the hand of the

evil-doers.
5They have no knowledge or sense; they go about in the dark: all the bases of the earth are

moved.
6 I said, You are gods; all of you are the sons of the Most High:
7But you will come to death like men, falling like one of the rulers of the earth.
8Up! O God, come as judge of the earth; for all the nations are your heritage.

83
A Song. A Psalm. Of Asaph.
1O God, do not keep quiet: let your lips be open and take no rest, O God.
2 For see! those who make war on you are out of control; your haters are lifting up their

heads.
3They have made wise designs against your people, talking together against those whom

you keep in a secret place.
4Theyhave said, Come, let us put an end to themas anation; so that the nameof Israelmay

go out of man's memory.
5For they have all come to an agreement; they are all joined together against you:
6The tents of Edom and the Ishmaelites; Moab and the Hagarites;
7Gebal and Ammon and Amalek; the Philistines and the people of Tyre;
8Assur is joined with them; they have become the support of the children of Lot. (Selah.)
9Do to themwhat you did to theMidianites; what you did to Sisera and Jabin, at the stream

of Kishon:
10Who came to destruction at En-dor; their bodies became dust and waste.
11Make their chiefs like Oreb and Zeeb; and all their rulers like Zebah and Zalmunna:
12Who have said, Let us take for our heritage the resting-place of God.
13Omy God, make them like the rolling dust; like dry stems before the wind.
14As fire burning a wood, and as a flame causing fire on themountains,
15Sogoafter themwithyour strongwind, and let thembe full of fearbecauseofyour storm.
16Let their faces be full of shame; so that theymay give honour to your name, O Lord.
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17 Let them be overcome and troubled for ever; let them be put to shame and come to
destruction;

18 So that men may see that you only, whose name is Yahweh, are Most High over all the
earth.

84
To the chief music-maker; put to the Gittith A Psalm. Of the sons of Korah.
1How dear are your tents, O Lord of armies!
2 The passion of my soul's desire is for the house of the Lord; my heart and my flesh are

crying out for the living God.
3 The little birds have places for themselves, where they may put their young, even your

altars, O Lord of armies, my King andmy God.
4 Happy are they whose resting-place is in your house: they will still be praising you.

(Selah.)
5Happy is themanwhose strength is in you; in whose heart are the highways to Zion.
6Going through the valley of balsam-trees, theymake it a place of springs; it is clothedwith

blessings by the early rain.
7They go from strength to strength; every one of them comes before God in Zion.
8O Lord God of armies, let my prayer come to you: give ear, O God of Jacob. (Selah.)
9OGod, let your eyes be on himwho is our safe cover, and let your heart be turned to your

king.
10 For a day in your house is better than a thousand. It is better to be a door-keeper in the

house of my God, than to be living in the tents of sin.
11The Lord God is our sun and our strength: the Lordwill give grace and glory: hewill not

keep back any good thing from those whose ways are upright.
12O Lord of armies, happy is themanwhose hope is in you.

85
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of the sons of Korah.
1Lord, you were good to your land: changing the fate of Jacob.
2The wrongdoing of your people had forgiveness; all their sin had been covered. (Selah.)
3Youwere no longer angry: you were turned from the heat of your wrath.
4Come back to us, O God of our salvation, and be angry with us no longer.
5Will you go on being angrywith us for ever? will you keep yourwrath against us through

all the long generations?
6Will you not give us life again, so that your people may be glad in you?
7Let us see yourmercy, O Lord, and give us your salvation.
8 I will give ear to the voice of the Lord; for he will say words of peace to his people and to

his saints; but let them not go back to their foolish ways.
9Truly, his salvation is near to his worshippers; so that glory may be in our land.
10Mercy and faith have come together; righteousness and peace have given one another a

kiss.
11Faith comes up from the earth like a plant; righteousness is looking down from heaven.
12The Lord will give what is good; and our land will give its increase.
13Righteousness will go before him, making a way for his footsteps.

86
A Prayer. Of David.
1 Let your ears be open to my voice, O Lord, and give me an answer; for I am poor and in

need.
2Keepmy soul, for I am true to you; Omy God, give salvation to your servant, whose hope

is in you.
3Havemercy onme, O Lord; for my cry goes up to you all the day.
4Make glad the soul of your servant; for it is lifted up to you, O Lord.
5 You are good, O Lord, and full of forgiveness; your mercy is great to all who make their

cry to you.
6O Lord, give ear to my prayer; and take note of the sound of my requests.
7 In the day of my trouble I send upmy cry to you; for you will give me an answer.
8There is no god like you, O Lord; there are no works like your works.
9 Let all the nations whom you have made come and give worship to you, O Lord, giving

glory to your name.
10For you are great, and do great works of wonder; you only are God.
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11Make your way clear to me, O Lord; I will go on my way in your faith: let my heart be
glad in the fear of your name.

12 I will give you praise, O Lord my God, with all my heart; I will give glory to your name
for ever.

13 For your mercy to me is great; you have taken my soul up from the deep places of the
underworld.

14O God, men of pride have come up against me, and the army of violent men would take
my life; they have not put you before them.

15But you, O Lord, are a God full of pity and forgiveness, slow to get angry, great in mercy
andwisdom.

16O be turned to me and have mercy onme: give your strength to your servant, and your
salvation to the son of her who is your servant.

17Giveme a sign for good; so that my hatersmay see it and be shamed; because you, Lord,
have beenmy help and comfort.

87
Of the sons of Korah. A Psalm. A Song.
1This house is resting on the holy mountain.
2The Lord has more love for the doors of Zion than for all the tents of Jacob.
3Noble things are said of you, O town of God. (Selah.)
4Rahab andBabylonwill be named among thosewho have knowledge ofme; see, Philistia

and Tyre, with Ethiopia; this man had his birth there.
5And of Zion it will be said, This or that man had his birth there; and the Most High will

make her strong.
6 The Lord will keep in mind, when he is writing the records of the people, that this man

had his birth there. (Selah.)
7The players on instruments will be there, and the dancers will say, All my springs are in

you.

88
A Song. A Psalm. Of the sons of Korah. To the chief music-maker; put to Mahalath
Leannoth. Maschil. Of Heman the Ezrahite.
1O Lord, God of my salvation, I have been crying to you for help by day and by night:
2Let my prayer come before you; give ear to my cry:
3Formy soul is full of evils, andmy life has come near to the underworld.
4 I am numbered among those who go down into the earth; I have become like a man for

whom there is no help:
5 My soul is among the dead, like those in the underworld, to whom you give no more

thought; for they are cut off from your care.
6You have put me in the lowest deep, even in dark places.
7The weight of your wrath is crushingme, all your waves have overcomeme. (Selah.)
8Youhave sentmy friends far away fromme; youhavemademeadisgusting thing in their

eyes: I am shut up, and not able to come out.
9My eyes are wasting away because of my trouble: Lord, my cry has gone up to you every

day, my hands are stretched out to you.
10Will you doworks ofwonder for the dead? will the shades comeback to give you praise?

(Selah.)
11Will the story of your mercy be given in the house of the dead? will news of your faith

come to the place of destruction?
12May there be knowledge of your wonders in the dark? or of your righteousness where

memory is dead?
13But to you did I send upmy cry, O Lord; in themorningmy prayer came before you.
14Lord, why have you sent awaymy soul? why is your face covered fromme?
15 I have been troubled and in fear of death from the time when I was young; your wrath

is hard onme, and I have no strength.
16The heat of your wrath has gone over me; I am broken by your cruel punishments.
17They are roundme all the day like water; they havemade a circle about me.
18You have sent my friends and lovers far fromme; I am gone from the memory of those

who are dear to me.

89
Maschil. Of Ethan the Ezrahite.
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1My song will be of the mercies of the Lord for ever: with my mouth will I make his faith
clear to all generations.

2For you have said,Mercywill bemade strong for ever;my faithwill be unchanging in the
heavens.

3 I have made an agreement with the man of my selection, I have made an oath to David
my servant;

4 Iwillmake your seed go on for ever, your kingdomwill be strong through all generations.
(Selah.)

5 In heaven let them give praise for your wonders, O Lord; and your unchanging faith
among the saints.

6Forwho is there in the heavens in comparisonwith the Lord? who is like the Lord among
the sons of the gods?

7God is greatly to be feared among the saints, and to be honoured over all those who are
about him.

8O Lord God of armies, who is strong like you, O Jah? and your unchanging faith is round
about you.

9You have rule over the sea in storm; when its waves are troubled, youmake them calm.
10Rahab was crushed by you like one wounded to death; with your strong arm you put to

flight all your haters.
11Yours are the heavens, and the earth is yours; you havemade theworld, and everything

which is in it.
12 You have made the north and the south; Tabor and Hermon are sounding with joy at

your name.
13Yours is an arm of power; strong is your hand and high your right hand.
14The seat of your kingdom is resting on righteousness and right judging: mercy and good

faith come before your face.
15Happy are the peoplewho have knowledge of the holy cry: the light of your face, O Lord,

will be shining on their way.
16 In your namewill they have joy all the day: in your righteousness will they be lifted up.
17For you are the glory of their strength; in your pleasure will our horn be lifted up.
18For our breastplate is the Lord; and our king is the Holy One of Israel's.
19 Then your voice came to your holy one in a vision, saying, I have put the crown on a

strong one, lifting up one taken from among the people.
20 I havemade discovery of Davidmy servant; I have put my holy oil on his head.
21My handwill be his support; my armwill give him strength.
22The deceit of those who are against him will not overcome him; he will not be troubled

by the sons of evil.
23 I will have those who are against him broken before his face, and his haters will be

crushed undermy blows.
24But my faith andmymercy will be with him; and inmy namewill his horn be lifted up.
25 I will put his hand in the sea, and his right hand in the rivers.
26Hewill say to me, You aremy father, my God, and the Rock of my salvation.
27And I will make him the first of my sons, most high over the kings of the earth.
28 I will keepmymercy for him for ever; my agreement with himwill not be changed.
29His seed will keep their place for ever; his kingdomwill be eternal, like the heavens.
30 If his children give upmy law, and are not ruled bymy decisions;
31 If my rules are broken, andmy orders are not kept;
32 Then I will send punishment on them for their sin; my rod will be the reward of their

evil-doing.
33But I will not take awaymymercy from him, and will not be false to my faith.
34 I will be true to my agreement; the things which have gone out of my lips will not be

changed.
35 I havemade an oath once bymy holy name, that I will not be false to David.
36His seed will not come to an end for ever; the seat of his kingdom will be like the sun

before me.
37 It will be fixed for ever like themoon; and the witness in heaven is true. (Selah.)
38 But you have put him away in disgust; you have been angry with the king of your

selection.
39You havemade your agreement with your servant of no effect: you have had no respect

for his crown, it has come down even to the earth.
40All his walls are broken down; you have given his strong towers to destruction.
41All those who come by take away his goods; he is laughed at by his neighbours.
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42You have given power to the right hand of his haters; you havemade glad all those who
are against him.

43His sword is turned back; you have not been his support in the fight.
44You have put an end to his glory: the seat of his kingdom has been levelled to the earth.
45You havemade him old before his time; he is covered with shame. (Selah.)
46How long, O Lord, will you Keep yourself for ever from our eyes? how long will your

wrath be burning like fire?
47 See how short my time is; why have youmade all men for no purpose?
48What man now living will not see death? will he be able to keep back his soul from the

underworld? (Selah.)
49 Lord, where are your earlier mercies? where is the oath which you made to David in

unchanging faith?
50Keep in mind, O Lord, the shame of your servants, and how the bitter words of all the

people have come into my heart;
51The bitter words of your haters, O Lord, shaming the footsteps of your king.
52Let the Lord be praised for ever. So be it, So be it.

90
A Prayer of Moses, the man of God.
1Lord, you have been our resting-place in all generations.
2Before themountains weremade, before you had given birth to the earth and the world,

before time was, and for ever, you are God.
3You sendman back to his dust; and say, Go back, you children of men.
4For to you a thousand years are nomore than yesterday when it is past, and like a watch

in the night.
5 ...
6 In themorning it is green; in the evening it is cut down, and becomes dry.
7We are burned up by the heat of your passion, and troubled by your wrath.
8You have put our evil doings before you, our secret sins in the light of your face.
9For all our days have gone by in your wrath; our years come to an end like a breath.
10Themeasure of our life is seventy years; and if through strength it may be eighty years,

its pride is only trouble and sorrow, for it comes to an end andwe are quickly gone.
11Who has knowledge of the power of yourwrath, or who takes note of theweight of your

passion?
12 So give us knowledge of the number of our days, that wemay get a heart of wisdom.
13Come back, O Lord; how long? let your purpose for your servants be changed.
14 In themorning give us yourmercy in full measure; so that wemay have joy and delight

all our days.
15Make us glad in reward for the days of our sorrow, and for the years in which we have

seen evil.
16Make your work clear to your servants, and your glory to their children.
17 Let the pleasure of the Lord our God be on us: O Lord, give strength to the work of our

hands.

91
1Happy is he whose resting-place is in the secret of the Lord, and under the shade of the

wings of the Most High;
2Whosaysof theLord,He ismysafeplaceandmy towerof strength: he ismyGod, inwhom

is my hope.
3Hewill take you out of the bird-net, and keep you safe fromwasting disease.
4You will be covered by his feathers; under his wings you will be safe: his good faith will

be your salvation.
5Youwill have no fear of the evil things of the night, or of the arrow in flight by day,
6Or of the disease which takes men in the dark, or of the destruction which makes waste

when the sun is high.
7 You will see a thousand falling by your side, and ten thousand at your right hand; but it

will not come near you.
8Only with your eyes will you see the reward of the evil-doers.
9 Because you have said, I am in the hands of the Lord, the Most High is my safe resting-

place;
10No evil will come on you, and no disease will come near your tent.
11For he will give you into the care of his angels to keep you wherever you go.
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12 In theirhands theywill keepyouup, so that your footmaynotbe crushedagainst a stone.
13You will put your foot on the lion and the snake; the young lion and the great snake will

be crushed under your feet.
14Because he has givenme his love, I will take him out of danger: I will put him in a place

of honour, because he has kept my name in his heart.
15When his cry comes up to me, I will give him an answer: I will be with him in trouble; I

will make him free from danger and give him honour.
16With long life will he be rewarded; and I will let him seemy salvation.

92
A Psalm. A Song for the Sabbath.
1 It is a good thing to give praise to the Lord, and to make melody to your name, O Most

High;
2Tomake clear yourmercy in themorning, and your unchanging faith every night;
3On a ten-corded instrument, and on an instrument of music with a quiet sound.
4 For you, O Lord, have made me glad through your work; I will have joy in the works of

your hands.
5O Lord, how great are your works! and your thoughts are very deep.
6Amanwithout sense has no knowledge of this; and a foolishmanmay not take it in.
7 When the sinners come up like the grass, and all the workers of evil do well for

themselves, it is so that their endmay be eternal destruction.
8But you, O Lord, are on high for ever.
9 For see! your haters, O Lord, will be put to death; all the workers of evil will be put to

flight;
10But my horn is lifted up like the horn of the ox: the best oil is flowing onmy head.
11My eyes have seen trouble come onmy haters; my ears have news of the fate of the evil-

doers who have come up against me.
12 The good man will be like a tall tree in his strength; his growth will be as the wide-

stretching trees of Lebanon.
13 Those who are planted in the house of the Lord will come up tall and strong in his

gardens.
14They will give fruit even when they are old; they will be fertile and full of growth;
15For a sign that the Lord is upright; he is my Rock, there is no deceit in him.

93
1The Lord is King; he is clothed with glory; the Lord is clothed with strength; power is the

cord of his robe; the world is fixed, so that it may not bemoved.
2The seat of your power has been from the past; you are eternal.
3The rivers send up, O Lord, the rivers send up their voices; they send themupwith a loud

cry.
4The Lord in heaven is stronger than the noise of great waters, yes, he is stronger than the

great waves of the sea.
5Your witness is most certain; it is right for your house to be holy, O Lord, for ever.

94
1OGod, inwhosehands is punishment, OGodof punishment, let your shining facebe seen.
2Be lifted up, O judge of the earth; let their reward come to themen of pride.
3How long will sinners, O Lord, how long will sinners have joy over us?
4Words of pride come from their lips; all theworkers of evil say great things of themselves.
5Your people are crushed by them, O Lord, your heritage is troubled,
6 They put to death the widow and the guest, they take the lives of children who have no

father;
7And they say, Jah will not see it, the God of Jacob will not give thought to it.
8Give yourmind tomywords, youwhoarewithoutwisdomamong the people; you foolish

men, whenwill you be wise?
9Has he by whom your ears were planted no hearing? or is he blind by whom your eyes

were formed?
10Hewho is the judge of the nations, will he not givemen the reward of their acts, even he

who gives knowledge to man?
11The Lord has knowledge of the thoughts of man, for they are only a breath.
12Happy is themanwho is guidedbyyou, O Jah, and towhomyougive teaching out of your

law;
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13 So that you may give him rest from the days of evil, till a hole is made ready for the
destruction of the sinners.

14The Lord will not give up his people, or take away his support from his heritage;
15 But decisions will again be made in righteousness; and they will be kept by all whose

hearts are true.
16 Who will give me help against the sinners? and who will be my support against the

workers of evil?
17 If the Lord had not beenmy helper, my soul would quickly have gone down into death.
18 If I say, My foot is slipping; yourmercy, O Lord, is my support.
19Among all my troubled thoughts, your comforts are the delight of my soul.
20What part with you has the seat of sin, whichmakes evil into a law?
21They are banded together against the soul of the upright, to give decisions against those

who have done no wrong.
22But the Lord is my safe resting-place; my God is the Rock where I am safe.
23And he has made their evil designs come back on themselves, cutting them off in their

sin; the Lord our Godwill put an end to them.

95
1O come, let usmake songs to the Lord; sending up glad voices to the Rock of our salvation.
2Let us come before his face with praises; andmakemelody with holy songs.
3For the Lord is a great God, and a great King over all gods.
4The deep places of the earth are in his hand; and the tops of themountains are his.
5The sea is his, and hemade it; and the dry land was formed by his hands.
6O come, let us give worship, falling down on our knees before the Lord ourMaker.
7For he is ourGod; andweare the people towhomhe gives food, and the sheep of his flock.

Today, if you would only give ear to his voice!
8Let not your hearts be hard, as at Meribah, as in the day of Massah in the waste land;
9When your fathers put me to the test and sawmy power andmywork.
10For fortyyears Iwasangrywith this generation, andsaid, Theyareapeoplewhosehearts

are turned away fromme, for they have no knowledge of myways;
11And I made an oath inmywrath, that theymight not come into my place of rest.

96
1Omake a new song to the Lord; let all the earthmakemelody to the Lord.
2Make songs to the Lord, blessing his name; give the good news of his salvation day by day.
3Make clear his glory to the nations, and his wonders to all the peoples.
4For the Lord is great, and greatly to be praised; he ismore to be feared than all other gods.
5For all the gods of the nations are false gods; but the Lordmade the heavens.
6Honour and glory are before him: strong and fair is his holy place.
7Give to the Lord, O you families of the peoples, give to the Lord glory and strength.
8Give to the Lord the glory of his name; takewith you an offering and come into his house.
9O give worship to the Lord in holy robes; be in fear before him, all the earth.
10 Say among the nations, The Lord is King; yes, the world is ordered so that it may not be

moved; he will be an upright judge of the peoples.
11 Let the heavens have joy and the earth be glad; let the sea be thundering with all its

waters;
12 Let the field be glad, and everything which is in it; yes, let all the trees of the wood be

sounding with joy,
13Before the Lord, for he is come; he is come to be the judge of the earth; the earth will be

judged in righteousness, and the peoples with unchanging faith.

97
1The Lord is King, let the earth have joy; let all the sea-lands be glad.
2Dark clouds are round him; his kingdom is based on righteousness and right judging.
3Fire goes before him, burning up all those who are against him round about.
4His bright flames give light to the world; the earth saw it with fear.
5 The mountains became like wax at the coming of the Lord, at the coming of the Lord of

all the earth.
6The heavens gave out the news of his righteousness, and all the people saw his glory.
7 Shamed be all those who give worship to images, and take pride in false gods; give him

worship, all you gods.
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8Zion gave ear and was glad; and the daughters of Judah were full of joy, because of your
decisions, O Lord.

9For you, Lord, are most high over the earth; you are lifted up over all other gods.
10Youwho are lovers of the Lord, be haters of evil; he keeps the souls of his saints; he takes

them out of the hand of sinners.
11Light is shining on the lovers of righteousness, and for the upright in heart there is joy.
12Be glad in the Lord, you upright men; praising thememory of his holy name.

98
A Psalm.
1 O make a new song to the Lord, because he has done works of wonder; with his right

hand, and with his holy arm, he has overcome.
2 The Lord has given to all the knowledge of his salvation; he has made clear his

righteousness in the eyes of the nations.
3Hehas kept inmindhismercy andhis unchanging faith to the house of Israel; all the ends

of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
4Let all the earth send out a glad cry to the Lord; sounding with a loud voice, and praising

himwith songs of joy.
5Make melody to the Lord with instruments of music; with a corded instrument and the

voice of song.
6With wind instruments and the sound of the horn, make a glad cry before the Lord, the

King.
7Let the sea be thundering, with all its waters; the world, and all who are living in it;
8Let the streamsmake sounds of joy with their hands; let the mountains be glad together,
9Before theLord, for hehas comeas judge of the earth; judging theworld in righteousness,

and giving true decisions for the peoples.

99
1The Lord is King; let the peoples be in fear: his seat is on thewinged ones; let the earth be

moved.
2The Lord is great in Zion; he is high over all the nations.
3Let them give praise to your name, for it is great and to be feared; holy is he.
4The king's power is used for righteousness; you give true decisions, judging rightly in the

land of Jacob.
5Give high honour to the Lord our God, worshipping at his feet; holy is he.
6Moses and Aaron among his priests, and Samuel among those who gave honour to his

name; theymade prayers to the Lord, and he gave answers to them.
7His voice came to them from the pillar of cloud; they kept his witness, and the lawwhich

he gave them.
8You gave themananswer, OLord ourGod; you took away their sin, though you gave them

punishment for their wrongdoing.
9 Give high honour to the Lord our God, worshipping with your faces turned to his holy

hill; for the Lord our God is holy.

100
A Psalm of Praise.
1Make a glad sound to the Lord, all the earth.
2Give worship to the Lord with joy; come before himwith a song.
3Be certain that theLord isGod; it is hewhohasmadeus, andwearehis; wearehis people,

and the sheep to whom he gives food.
4 Come into his doors with joy, and into his house with praise; give him honour, blessing

his name.
5 For the Lord is good, and his mercy is never-ending; his faith is unchanging through all

generations.

101
A Psalm. Of David.
1 I will make a song of mercy and righteousness; to you, O Lord, will I makemelody.
2 Iwill dowisely in thewayof righteousness: Owhenwill youcome tome? Iwill bewalking

inmy house with a true heart.
3 I will not put any evil thing before my eyes; I am against all turning to one side; I will not

have it near me.
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4The false heart I will send away fromme: I will not have an evil-doer for a friend.
5 I will put to death anyone who says evil of his neighbour secretly; the man with a high

look and a heart of pride is disgusting to me.
6My eyes will be on those of good faith in the land, so that theymay be living inmy house;

he who is walking in the right way will be my servant.
7Theworker of deceitwill not come intomyhouse; the falsemanwill have no place before

my eyes.
8Morning by morning will I put to death all the sinners in the land, so that all evil-doers

may be cut off from Jerusalem.

102
A Prayer of the man who is in trouble, when he is overcome, and puts his grief before the
Lord.
1Give ear to my prayer, O Lord, and let my cry come to you.
2 Let not your face be veiled from me in the day of my trouble; give ear to me, and let my

cry be answered quickly.
3My days are wasted like smoke, andmy bones are burned up as in a fire.
4My heart is broken; it has become dry and dead like grass, so that I give no thought to

food.
5Because of the voice of my sorrow, my flesh is wasted to the bone.
6 I am like a bird living by itself in the waste places; like the night-bird in a waste of sand.
7 I keep watch like a bird by itself on the house-top.
8My haters say evil of me all day; those who are violent against me make use of my name

as a curse.
9 I have had dust for bread andmy drink has beenmixed with weeping:
10Because of your passion and yourwrath, for I have been lifted up and thenmade low by

you.
11My days are like a shade which is stretched out; I am dry like the grass.
12But you, O Lord, are eternal; and your namewill never come to an end.
13 You will again get up and have mercy on Zion: for the time has come for her to be

comforted.
14For your servants take pleasure in her stones, looking with love on her dust.
15So the nationswill give honour to the nameof the Lord, and all the kings of the earthwill

be in fear of his glory:
16When the Lord has put up the walls of Zion, and has been been in his glory;
17When he has given ear to the prayer of the poor, and has not put his request on one side.
18 This will be put in writing for the coming generation, and the people of the future will

give praise to the Lord.
19For from his holy place the Lord has seen, looking down on the earth from heaven;
20Hearing the cry of the prisoner, making free those for whom death is ordered;
21 So that theymay give out the name of the Lord in Zion, and his praise in Jerusalem;
22When the peoples are come together, and the kingdoms, to give worship to the Lord.
23He has takenmy strength fromme in the way; he has made short my days.
24 I will say, O my God, take me not away before my time; your years go on through all

generations:
25 In the past you put the earth on its base, and the heavens are the work of your hands.
26Theywill come to an end, but youwill still go on; they all will become old like a coat, and

like a robe they will be changed:
27But you are the unchanging One, and your years will have no end.
28The children of your servants will have a safe resting-place, and their seed will be ever

before you.

103
Of David.
1Give praise to the Lord, Omy soul; let everything inme give praise to his holy name.
2Give praise to the Lord, Omy soul; let not all his blessings go from yourmemory.
3He has forgiveness for all your sins; he takes away all your diseases;
4He keeps back your life from destruction, crowning you withmercy and grace.
5Hemakes yourmouth full of good things, so that your strength ismadenewagain like the

eagle's.
6The Lord gives decisions in righteousness for all who are in trouble.
7He gave knowledge of his way to Moses, andmade his acts clear to the children of Israel.
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8The Lord is kind and full of pity, not quickly made angry, but ever ready to havemercy.
9His feeling will no longer be bitter; he will not keep his wrath for ever.
10He has not given us the punishment for our sins, or the reward of our wrongdoing.
11For as the heaven is high over the earth, so great is his mercy to his worshippers.
12As far as the east is from the west, so far has he put our sins from us.
13As a father has pity on his children, so the Lord has pity on his worshippers.
14For he has knowledge of our feeble frame; he sees that we are only dust.
15As for man, his days are as grass: his beautiful growth is like the flower of the field.
16The wind goes over it and it is gone; and its place sees it no longer.
17 But the mercy of the Lord is eternal for his worshippers, and their children's children

will see his righteousness;
18 If they keep his agreement, and have his laws inmind to do them.
19The Lord has made ready his high seat in the heavens; his kingdom is ruling over all.
20Give praise to the Lord, you his angels, who are great in strength, doing his orders, and

waiting for his voice.
21Give praise to the Lord, all you his armies; and you his servants who do his pleasure.
22Give praise to the Lord, all his works, in all places under his rule: give praise to the Lord,

Omy soul.

104
1Give praise to the Lord, Omy soul. O LordmyGod, you are very great; you are robedwith

honour and power.
2You are clothed with light as with a robe; stretching out the heavens like a curtain:
3The arch of your house is based on thewaters; youmake the clouds your carriage; you go

on the wings of the wind:
4Hemakes winds his angels, and flames of fire his servants.
5He hasmade the earth strong on its bases, so that it may not bemoved for ever and ever;
6Covering it with the sea as with a robe: the waters were high over themountains;
7At thevoice of yourword theywent inflight; at the soundof your thunder theywent away

in fear;
8 The mountains came up and the valleys went down into the place which you had made

ready for them.
9 You made a limit over which they might not go, so that the earth would never again be

covered by them.
10You sent the springs into the valleys; they are flowing between the hills.
11They give drink to every beast of the field; the mountain asses come to them for water.
12 The birds of the air have their resting-places by them, and make their song among the

branches.
13He sends down rain from his store-houses on the hills: the earth is full of the fruit of his

works.
14He makes the grass come up for the cattle, and plants for the use of man; so that bread

may come out of the earth;
15 And wine to make glad the heart of man, and oil to make his face shining, and bread

giving strength to his heart.
16The trees of the Lord are full of growth, the cedars of Lebanon of his planting;
17Where the birds have their resting-places; as for the stork, the tall trees are her house.
18The high hills are a safe place for themountain goats, and the rocks for the small beasts.
19Hemade themoon for a sign of the divisions of the year; teaching the sun the time of its

going down.
20When youmake it dark, it is night, when all the beasts of the woods come quietly out of

their secret places.
21The young lions go thundering after their food; searching for their meat from God.
22The sun comesup, and they come together, and goback to their secret places to take their

rest.
23Man goes out to his work, and to his business, till the evening.
24O Lord, how great is the number of your works! in wisdom you havemade them all; the

earth is full of the things you havemade.
25 There is the great, wide sea, where there are living things, great and small, more than

may be numbered.
26There go the ships; there is that great beast, which you havemade as a plaything.
27All of them are waiting for you, to give them their food in its time.
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28 They take what you give them; they are full of the good things which come from your
open hand.

29 If your face is veiled, they are troubled; when you take away their breath, they come to
an end, and go back to the dust.

30 If you send out your spirit, they are given life; youmake new the face of the earth.
31Let the glory of the Lord be for ever; let the Lord have joy in his works:
32At whose look the earth is shaking; at whose touch themountains send out smoke.
33 I will make songs to the Lord all my life; I will make melody to my God while I have my

being.
34Let my thoughts be sweet to him: I will be glad in the Lord.
35Let sinners be cut off from the earth, and let all evil-doers come to an end. Give praise to

the Lord, Omy soul. Give praise to the Lord.

105
1Ogivepraise to theLord; givehonour tohisname, talkingofhisdoingsamong thepeoples.
2 Let your voice be sounding in songs and melody; let all your thoughts be of the wonder

of his works.
3Have glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who are searching after the Lord be

glad.
4Let your search be for the Lord and for his strength; let your hearts ever be turned to him.
5Keep in mind the great works which he has done; his wonders, and the decisions of his

mouth;
6O you seed of Abraham, his servant, you children of Jacob, his loved ones.
7He is the Lord our God: he is judge of all the earth.
8 He has kept his agreement in mind for ever, the word which he gave for a thousand

generations;
9The agreement which hemade with Abraham, and his oath to Isaac;
10And he gave it to Jacob for a law, and to Israel for an eternal agreement;
11 Saying, To you will I give the land of Canaan, themeasured line of your heritage:
12When they were still small in number, and strange in the land;
13When they went about from one nation to another, and from one kingdom to another

people.
14Hewould not let anyone do themwrong; he even kept back kings because of them,
15 Saying, Put not your hand on those who have beenmarked with my holy oil, and domy

prophets no wrong.
16And he took away all food from the land, so that the people were without bread.
17He sent a man before them, even Joseph, whowas given as a servant for a price:
18His feet were fixed in chains; his neck was put in iron bands;
19Till the time when his word came true; he was tested by the word of the Lord.
20The king sentmen to take offhis chains; even the ruler of the people, who let himgo free.
21Hemade him lord of his house, and ruler over everything he had;
22 To give his chiefs teaching at his pleasure, and so that his law-givers might get wisdom

from him.
23Then Israel came into Egypt, and Jacob was living in the land of Ham.
24 And his people were greatly increased, and became stronger than those who were

against them.
25 Their hearts were turned to hate against his people, so that they made secret designs

against them.
26He sent Moses, his servant, and Aaron, theman of his selection.
27He let his signs be seen among the people, and his wonders in the land of Ham.
28He sent black night andmade it dark; and they did not go against his word.
29At his word their waters were turned to blood, and he sent death on all their fish.
30Their land was full of frogs, even in the rooms of the king.
31He gave the word, and there came the dog-fly, and insects over all the land.
32He gave them ice for rain, and flaming fire in their land.
33He gave their vines and their fig-trees to destruction, and the trees of their land were

broken down.
34At his word the locusts came, and young locusts more thanmight be numbered,
35And put an end to all the plants of their land, taking all the fruit of the earth for food.
36Heput to death the first child of every family in the land, the first-fruits of their strength.
37He tookhispeopleoutwith silverandgold: therewasnotone feeblepersonamong them.
38Egypt was glad when they went; for the fear of them had come down on them.
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39A cloud was stretched over them for a cover; and he sent fire to give light in the night.
40At the people's request he sent birds, and gave them the bread of heaven for food.
41 His hand made the rock open, and the waters came streaming out; they went down

through the dry places like a river.
42For he kept in mind his holy word, and Abraham, his servant.
43And he took his people out with joy, the men of his selection with glad cries:
44 And gave them the lands of the nations; and they took the work of the peoples for a

heritage;
45 So that theymight keep his orders, and be true to his laws. Give praise to the Lord.

106
1 Let the Lord be praised. O give praise to the Lord, for he is good: for his mercy is

unchanging for ever.
2Who is able to give an account of the great acts of the Lord, or tomake clear all his praise?
3Happy are they whose decisions are upright, and hewho does righteousness at all times.
4Keepme inmind, O Lord, when you are good to your people; O let your salvation come to

me;
5So that I may see the well-being of the people of your selection, and have a part in the joy

of your nation, and take pride in your heritage.
6We are sinners like our fathers, we have done wrong, our acts are evil.
7Our fathers did not give thought to your wonders in Egypt; they did not keep in memory

the great number of your mercies, but gave you cause for wrath at the sea, even at
the Red Sea.

8But he was their saviour because of his name, so that menmight see his great power.
9 By his word the Red Sea was made dry: and he took them through the deep waters as

through the waste land.
10And he took them safely out of the hands of their haters, and kept them from the attacks

of those whowere against them.
11And the waters went over their haters; all of them came to an end.
12Then they had faith in his words; they gave him songs of praise.
13But their memory of his works was short; not waiting to be guided by him,
14 They gave way to their evil desires in the waste land, and put God to the test in the dry

places.
15And he gave them their request, but sent a wasting disease into their souls.
16 They were full of envy against Moses among the tents, and against Aaron, the holy one

of the Lord.
17The earth opening put an end to Dathan, covering up Abiram and his band.
18And a fire was lighted among their tents; the sinners were burned up by the flames.
19Theymade a young ox in Horeb, and gave worship to an image of gold.
20And their glory was changed into the image of an ox, whose food is grass.
21They had nomemory of God their saviour, who had done great things in Egypt;
22Works of wonder in the land of Ham, and things of fear by the Red Sea.
23And he was purposing to put an end to them if Moses, his special servant, had not gone

up before him, between him and his people, turning back his wrath, to keep them
from destruction.

24They were disgusted with the good land; they had no belief in his word;
25Talking against him secretly in their tents, they did not give ear to the voice of the Lord.
26 So hemade an oath against them, to put an end to them in the waste land:
27That their childrenmight bemixed among the nations, and sent away into other lands.
28And they were joined to Baal-peor, and took part in the offerings to the dead.
29 So theymade him angry by their behaviour; and he sent disease on them.
30Then Phinehas got up, andmade prayer for them; and the disease went no farther.
31And all the generations coming after him kept thememory of his righteousness for ever.
32 They made God angry again at the waters of Meribah, so that Moses was troubled

because of them;
33For theymade his spirit bitter, and he said unwise things.
34They did not put an end to the peoples, as the Lord had said;
35But they were joined to the nations, learning their works.
36And they gave worship to images; which were a danger to them:
37They evenmade offerings of their sons and their daughters to evil spirits,
38And gave the blood of their sons and their daughters who had done no wrong, offering

them to the images of Canaan; and the land wasmade unclean with blood.
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39 So they became unclean through their works, going after their evil desires.
40 Then the wrath of the Lord was burning against his people, and he was angry with his

heritage.
41And he gave them into the hands of the nations; and they were ruled by their haters.
42By them they were crushed, andmade low under their hands.
43Again and again he made them free; but their hearts were turned against his purpose,

and they were overcome by their sins.
44But when their cry came to his ears, he had pity on their trouble:
45And kept in mind his agreement with them, and in his great mercy gave them forgive-

ness.
46He put pity into the hearts of those whomade them prisoners.
47Be our saviour, O Lord our God, and let us come back together from among the nations,

so that wemay give honour to your holy name, and have glory in your praise.
48Praise be to the Lord God of Israel for ever and for ever; and let all the people say, So be

it. Give praise to the Lord.

107
1O give praise to the Lord, for he is good: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.
2Let those whose cause the Lord has taken up say so, his people whom he has taken out of

the hands of their haters;
3Making them come together out of all the lands, from the east and from the west, from

the north and from the south.
4They were wandering in the waste places; they saw noway to a resting-place.
5Their souls became feeble for need of food and drink.
6Then they sent up their cry to the Lord in their sorrow, and he gave them salvation out of

all their troubles;
7Guiding themin therightway, so that theymight come into the townof their resting-place.
8Let men give praise to the Lord for his mercy, and for the wonders which he does for the

children of men!
9He gives its desire to the unresting soul, so that it is full of good things.
10Those whowere in the dark, in the black night, in chains of sorrow and iron;
11Because theywent against thewords of God, and gave no thought to the laws of theMost

High:
12 So that he made their hearts weighted down with grief; they were falling, and had no

helper.
13 Then they sent up their cry to the Lord in their sorrow, and he gave them salvation out

of all their troubles.
14He took them out of the dark and the black night, and all their chains were broken.
15Letmen give praise to the Lord for hismercy, and for thewonderswhich he does for the

children of men!
16The doors of brass are broken by his arm, and the bands of iron are cut in two.
17Foolishmen, because of their sins, and because of their wrongdoing, are troubled;
18They are disgusted by all food, and they come near to the doors of death.
19Then they send up their cry to the Lord in their sorrow, and he gives them salvation out

of all their troubles.
20He sent his word andmade themwell, and kept them safe from the underworld.
21Letmen give praise to the Lord for hismercy, and for thewonderswhich he does for the

children of men!
22Let themmake offerings of praise, giving news of his works with cries of joy.
23Those who go down to the sea in ships, who do business in the great waters;
24They see the works of the Lord, and his wonders in the deep.
25For at his word comes up the storm-wind, lifting high the waves.
26 The sailors go up to heaven, and down into the deep; their souls are wasted because of

their trouble.
27 They are turned here and there, rolling like a man who is full of wine; and all their

wisdom comes to nothing.
28Then they send up their cry to the Lord in their sorrow, and he gives them salvation out

of all their troubles.
29Hemakes the storm into a calm, so that the waves are at peace.
30 Then they are glad, because the sea is quiet, and he takes them to the harbour of their

desire.
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31Letmen give praise to the Lord for hismercy, and for thewonderswhich he does for the
children of men!

32Let them give glory to him in themeeting of the people, and praise among the chiefs.
33Hemakes rivers into waste places, and springs of water into a dry land;
34He makes a fertile country into a salt waste, because of the sins of those who are living

there.
35Hemakes a waste land into a place of water, and a dry land into water-springs.
36And there he gives the poor a resting-place, so that theymaymake themselves a town;
37And put seed in the fields andmake vine-gardens, to give them fruit.
38 He gives them his blessing so that they are increased greatly, and their cattle do not

become less.
39Andwhen they aremade low, and crushed by trouble and sorrow,
40Heputs an end to thepride of kings, and sends themwandering in thewaste landswhere

there is no way.
41But he puts the poorman on high from his troubles, and gives him families like a flock.
42The upright see it and are glad: themouth of the sinner is stopped.
43Let the wise give thought to these things, and see themercies of the Lord.

108
A Song. A Psalm. Of David.
1O God, my heart is fixed; I will make songs andmelody, even withmy glory.
2Give out your sounds, O corded instruments: the dawnwill be awaking withmy song.
3 I will give you praise, O Lord, among the peoples; I will make melody to you among the

nations.
4For yourmercy is higher than the heavens: and your unchanging faith than the clouds.
5Be lifted up, O God, higher than the heavens; let your glory be over all the earth.
6 Let your right hand be stretched out for salvation, and give me an answer, so that your

loved ones may be safe from danger.
7This is theword of the holyGod: Iwill be glad; Iwillmake Shechemaheritage,measuring

out the valley of Succoth.
8Gilead is mine; Manasseh is mine; Ephraim is the strength of my head; Judah is my law-

giver;
9Moab is my washpot; on Edom is the resting-place of my shoe; over Philistia will I send

out a glad cry.
10Whowill takeme into the strong town? whowill be my guide into Edom?
11Have you not sent us away from you, O God? and you go not out with our armies.
12Give us help in our trouble; for there is no help inman.
13With Godwewill do great things; for by himwill our haters be crushed underfoot.

109
To the chief music-maker. Of David. A Psalm.
1God of my praise, let my prayer be answered;
2For the mouth of the sinner is open against me in deceit: his tongue has said false things

against me.
3Words of hate are round about me; they havemade war against mewithout cause.
4Formy love they give me back hate; but I have givenmyself to prayer.
5They have put onme evil for good; hate in exchange for my love.
6Put an evil man over him; and let one be placed at his right hand to say evil of him.
7When he is judged, let the decision go against him; andmay his prayer become sin.
8Let his life be short; let another take his position of authority.
9Let his children have no father, and his wife bemade a widow.
10 Let his children be wanderers, looking to others for their food; let them be sent away

from the company of their friends.
11Let his creditor take all his goods; and let others have the profit of his work.
12Let noman have pity on him, or give help to his children when he is dead.
13Let his seed be cut off; in the coming generation let their name go out of memory.
14Let the Lord keep in mind the wrongdoing of his fathers; and may the sin of his mother

have no forgiveness.
15Let them be ever before the eyes of the Lord, so that thememory of themmay be cut off

from the earth.
16Because he had no mercy, but was cruel to the low and the poor, designing the death of

the broken-hearted.
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17Ashe took pleasure in cursing, so let it come onhim; and as he hadnodelight in blessing,
let it be far from him.

18Heput on cursing like a robe, and it has come into his body likewater, and into his bones
like oil.

19Let it be to him as a robe which he puts on, let it be like a bandwhich is round him at all
times.

20Let this be the reward given tomy haters from the Lord, and to those who say evil of my
soul.

21But,OLordGod, givemeyourhelp, becauseofyourname; takemeoutofdanger, because
yourmercy is good.

22For I am poor and in need, andmy heart is wounded inme.
23 I amgone like the shadewhen it is stretched out: I am forced out ofmyplace like a locust.
24My knees are feeble for need of food; there is no fat onmy bones.
25As for me, theymake sport of me; shaking their heads when they seeme.
26Giveme help, O Lordmy God; in yourmercy bemy saviour;
27 So that theymay see that it is the work of your hand; that you, Lord, have done it.
28Theymay give curses but you give blessing; when they come up against me, put them to

shame; but let your servant be glad.
29Let my haters be clothed with shame, covering themselves with shame as with a robe.
30 I will give the Lord great praise with my mouth; yes, I will give praise to him among all

the people.
31For he is ever at the right hand of the poor, to take him out of the hands of those who go

after his soul.

110
A Psalm. Of David.
1 The Lord said to my lord, Be seated at my right hand, till I put all those who are against

you under your feet.
2The Lord will send out the rod of your strength from Zion; be king over your haters.
3Your people give themselves gladly in the day of your power; like the dew of themorning

on the holy mountains is the army of your youngmen.
4 The Lord has made an oath, and will not take it back. You are a priest for ever, after the

order of Melchizedek.
5 In the day of his wrath kings will be wounded by the Lord at your right hand.
6Hewill be judge among the nations, the valleys will be full of dead bodies; the head over

a great country will be wounded by him.
7Hewill take of the stream by the way; so his head will be lifted up.

111
1Let theLordbepraised. Iwill givepraise to theLordwith allmyheart, among theupright,

and in themeeting of the people.
2The works of the Lord are great, searched out by all those who have delight in them.
3His work is full of honour and glory; and his righteousness is unchanging for ever.
4Certain for ever is thememory of his wonders: the Lord is full of pity andmercy.
5He has given food to his worshippers; he will keep his agreement inmind for ever.
6He has made clear to his people the power of his works, giving them the heritage of the

nations.
7The works of his hands are faith and righteousness; all his laws are unchanging.
8They are fixed for ever and ever, they are done in faith and righteousness.
9He has sent salvation to his people; he has given his word for ever: holy is his name and

greatly to be feared.
10The fear of the Lord is the best part of wisdom: all those who keep his laws are wise: his

praise is eternal.

112
1 Let the Lord be praised. Happy is the man who gives honour to the Lord, and has great

delight in his laws.
2His seed will be strong on the earth; blessings will be on the generation of the upright.
3A store of wealth will be in his house, and his righteousness will be for ever.
4For the upright there is a light shining in the dark; he is full of grace and pity.
5All is well for themanwho is kind and gives freely to others; he will make good his cause

when he is judged.
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6Hewill not ever bemoved; thememory of the upright will be living for ever.
7Hewill have no fear of evil news; his heart is fixed, for his hope is in the Lord.
8His heart is resting safely, he will have no fear, till he sees trouble come on his haters.
9He has given with open hands to the poor; his righteousness is for ever; his horn will be

lifted up with honour.
10The sinnerwill see it with grief; hewill bewasted awaywith envy; the desire of the evil-

doers will come to nothing.

113
1Let the Lord be praised. O you servants of the Lord, give praise to the name of the Lord.
2Let blessing be on the name of the Lord, from this time and for ever.
3From the coming up of the sun to its going down, the Lord's name is to be praised.
4The Lord is high over all nations, and his glory is higher than the heavens.
5Who is like the Lord our God, who is seated on high,
6Looking down on the heavens, and on the earth?
7He takes the poor man out of the dust, lifting him up from his low position;
8To give him a place among the rulers, even with the rulers of his people.
9 He gives the unfertile woman a family, making her a happy mother of children. Give

praise to the Lord.

114
1When Israel came out of Egypt, the children of Jacob from a people whose language was

strange to them;
2 Judah became his holy place, and Israel his kingdom.
3The sea saw it, and went in flight; Jordan was turned back.
4Themountains were jumping like goats, and the little hills like lambs.
5Whatwaswrongwith you, O sea, that youwent in flight? O Jordan, that youwere turned

back?
6Youmountains, why were you jumping like goats, and you little hills like lambs?
7Be troubled, O earth, before the Lord, before the God of Jacob;
8Whomade the rock into a water-spring, and the hard stone into a fountain.

115
1Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but to your name let glory be given, because of your mercy

and your unchanging faith.
2Whymay the nations say, Where is now their God?
3But our God is in heaven: he has done whatever was pleasing to him.
4Their images are silver and gold, the work of men's hands.
5They havemouths, but no voice; they have eyes, but they see not;
6They have ears, but no hearing; they have noses, but no sense of smell;
7Theyhavehandswithout feeling, and feetwithoutpowerofwalking; andno soundcomes

from their throat.
8Those whomake them are like them; and so is everyone who puts his faith in them.
9O Israel, have faith in the Lord: he is their help and their breastplate.
10O house of Aaron, have faith in the Lord: he is their help and their breastplate.
11Youworshippersof theLord, have faith in theLord: he is theirhelpand theirbreastplate.
12The Lord has kept us in mind and will give us his blessing; he will send blessings on the

house of Israel and on the house of Aaron.
13Hewill send blessings on the worshippers of the Lord, on the small and on the great.
14May the Lord give you and your children still greater increase.
15May you have the blessing of the Lord, whomade heaven and earth.
16The heavens are the Lord's; but the earth he has given to the children of men.
17The dead do not give praise to the Lord; or those who go down to the underworld.
18But wewill give praise to the Lord now and for ever. Praise be to the Lord.

116
1 I have givenmy love to the Lord, because he has given ear to the voice of my cry andmy

prayer.
2He has let my request come before him, and I will makemy prayer to him all my days.
3The nets of death were round me, and the pains of the underworld had me in their grip;

I was full of trouble and sorrow.
4Then I mademy prayer to the Lord, saying, O Lord, takemy soul out of trouble.
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5The Lord is full of grace and righteousness; truly, he is a God of mercy.
6The Lord keeps the simple; I was made low, and he wasmy saviour.
7Come back to your rest, Omy soul; for the Lord has given you your reward.
8You have takenmy soul from the power of death, keepingmy eyes fromweeping, andmy

feet from falling.
9 I will go before the Lord in the land of the living.
10 I still had faith, though I said, I am in great trouble;
11Though I said inmy fear, All men are false.
12Whatmay I give to the Lord for all the good things which he has done for me?
13 I will take the cup of salvation, and give praise to the name of the Lord.
14 I will make the offering of my oath to the Lord, even before all his people.
15Dear in the eyes of the Lord is the death of his saints.
16O Lord, truly I am your servant; I am your servant, the son of her who is your servant;

by you havemy cords been broken.
17 I will give an offering of praise to you, andmakemy prayer in the name of the Lord.
18 I will make the offerings of my oath, even before all his people;
19 In the Lord's house, even in Jerusalem. Praise be to the Lord.

117
1Let all the nations give praise to the Lord: let all the people give him praise.
2For great is his mercy to us, and his faith is unchanging for ever. Praise be to the Lord.

118
1O give praise to the Lord, for he is good: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.
2Let Israel now say, that his mercy is unchanging for ever.
3Let the house of Aaron now say, that his mercy is unchanging for ever.
4Let all worshippers of the Lord now say, that his mercy is unchanging for ever.
5 Imademyprayer to the Lord inmy trouble: and the Lord gaveme an answer, and putme

in a wide place.
6The Lord is onmy side; I will have no fear: what is man able to do to me?
7The Lord is my great helper: I will see my desire against my haters.
8 It is better to have faith in the Lord than to put one's hope inman.
9 It is better to have faith in the Lord than to put one's hope in rulers.
10All the nations have come round me; but in the name of the Lord I will have them cut

down.
11 They are round me, yes, they are all about me; but in the name of the Lord I will have

them cut down.
12 They are round me like bees; but they are put out like a fire among thorns; for in the

name of the Lord I will have them cut down.
13 I have been hard pushed by you, so that I might have a fall: but the Lord wasmy helper.
14The Lord is my strength andmy song; he has becomemy salvation.
15 The sound of joy and salvation is in the tents of the upright; the right hand of the Lord

does works of power.
16The right hand of the Lord is lifted up; the right hand of the Lord does works of power.
17Life and not death will be my part, and I will give out the story of the works of the Lord.
18The hand of Jah has been hard onme; but he has not givenme up to death.
19Let the doors of righteousness be open tome; I will go in and give praise to the Lord.
20This is the door of the Lord's house; the workers of righteousness will go in through it.
21 I will give you praise, for you have givenme an answer, and have becomemy salvation.
22The stonewhich the builders put on one side has become the chief stone of the building.
23This is the Lord's doing; it is a wonder in our eyes.
24This is the day which the Lord has made; we will be full of joy and delight in it.
25 Send salvation now, O Lord; Lord, send us your blessing.
26A blessing be on himwho comes in the name of the Lord; we give you blessing from the

house of the Lord.
27The Lord is God, and he has given us light; let the holy dance be ordered with branches,

even up to the horns of the altar.
28You aremyGod, and Iwill give you praise; my God, and Iwill give honour to your name.
29O give praise to the Lord, for he is good: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.

119
ALEPH
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1Happy are they who are without sin in their ways, walking in the law of the Lord.
2Happy are they who keep his unchanging word, searching after himwith all their heart.
3They do no evil; they go in his ways.
4You have put your orders into our hearts, so that wemight keep themwith care.
5 If only myways were ordered so that I might keep your rules!
6Then I would not be put to shame, as long as I have respect for all your teaching.
7 I will give you praise with an upright heart in learning your right decisions.
8 I will keep your rules: O give me not up completely.
BETH
9Howmay a youngmanmake his way clean? by guiding it after your word.
10 I have made search for you with all my heart: O let me not go wandering far from your

teaching.
11 I have kept your sayings secretly in my heart, so that I might do no sin against you.
12Praise be to you, O Lord: give me knowledge of your rules.
13Withmy lips have I made clear all the decisions of yourmouth.
14 I have taken as much delight in the way of your unchanging word, as in all wealth.
15 I will give thought to your orders, and have respect for your ways.
16 I will have delight in your rules; I will not let your word go out of mymind.
GIMEL
17Giveme, your servant, the reward of life, so that I may keep your word;
18Let my eyes be open to see the wonders of your law.
19 I am living in a strange land: do not let your teachings be kept secret fromme.
20My soul is broken with desire for your decisions at all times.
21Your hand has been against the men of pride, a curse is on those who go wandering out

of your way.
22 Take away from me shame and bitter words; for I have kept your unchanging word in

my heart.
23Rulers make evil designs against me; but your servant gives thought to your rules.
24Your unchanging word is my delight, and the guide of my footsteps.
DALETH
25My soul is joined to the dust: O give me life, in keeping with your word.
26 I put the record of my ways before you, and you gave me an answer: O give me

knowledge of your rules.
27Make thewayof yourorders clear tome; thenmy thoughtswill be ever onyourwonders.
28My soul is wasted with sorrow; give me strength again in keeping with your word
29Take fromme every false way; and inmercy give me your law.
30 I have taken the way of faith: I have kept your decisions before me.
31 I have been true to your unchanging word; O Lord, do not put me to shame.
32 I will go quickly in the way of your teaching, because you have givenme a free heart.
HE
33O Lord, let me see the way of your rules, and I will keep it to the end.
34Givemewisdom, so that I may keep your law; going after it with all my heart.
35Makeme go in the way of your teachings; for they aremy delight.
36Let my heart be turned to your unchanging word, and not to evil desire.
37Let my eyes be turned away fromwhat is false; give me life in your ways.
38Give effect to your word to your servant, in whose heart is the fear of you.
39Take away the shamewhich is my fear; for your decisions are good.
40 See how great is my desire for your orders: give me life in your righteousness.
VAU
41Let yourmercies come tome, O Lord, even your salvation, as you have said.
42 So that I may have an answer for the man who would put me to shame; for I have faith

in your word.
43Takenot your truewordquite out ofmymouth; for I haveputmyhope in your decisions.
44 So that I may keep your law for ever and ever;
45 So that mywaymay be in a wide place: becausemy search has been for your orders.
46 So that I may give knowledge of your unchanging word before kings, and not be put to

shame.
47And so that I may take delight in your teachings, to which I have givenmy love.
48And so that my handsmay be stretched out to you; and I will give thought to your rules.
ZAIN
49Keep inmind your word to your servant, for on it has my hope been fixed.
50This is my comfort in my trouble; that your sayings have givenme life.
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51 The men of pride have made great sport of me; but I have not been turned from your
law.

52 I have kept the memory of your decisions from times past, O Lord; and they have been
my comfort.

53 I am burning with wrath, because of the sinners who have given up your law.
54Your rules have beenmelodies to me, while I have been living in strange lands.
55 I have given thought to your name in the night, O Lord, and have kept your law.
56This has been true of me, that I have kept your orders in my heart.
CHETH
57The Lord is my heritage: I have said that I would be ruled by your words.
58 I have given my mind to do your pleasure with all my heart; have mercy on me, as you

have said.
59 I gave thought to my steps, and my feet were turned into the way of your unchanging

word.
60 I was quick to do your orders, and let no time be wasted.
61The cords of evil-doers are roundme; but I have kept in mind your law.
62 In the middle of the night I will get up to give you praise, because of all your right

decisions.
63 I keep company with all your worshippers, and those who have your orders in their

memory.
64The earth, O Lord, is full of yourmercy: give me knowledge of your rules.
TETH
65You have done good to your servant, O Lord, in keeping with your word.
66Giveme knowledge and good sense; for I have put my faith in your teachings.
67Before I was in trouble I went out of the way; but now I keep your word.
68You are good, and your works are good; give me knowledge of your rules.
69Themenof pridehave said false things aboutme; but Iwill keepyour orders inmyheart.
70Their hearts are shut up with fat; but my delight is in your law.
71 It is good forme to have been through trouble; so that I might come to the knowledge of

your rules.
72The law of yourmouth is better to me than thousands of gold and silver.
JOD
73 Your hands have made me, and given me form: give me wisdom, so that I may have

knowledge of your teaching.
74Your worshippers will see me and be glad; becausemy hope has been in your word.
75 I have seen, O Lord, that your decisions are right, and that in unchanging faith you have

sent trouble onme.
76Let yourmercy now bemy comfort, as you have said to your servant.
77Let your gentle mercies come tome, so that I may have life; for your law is my delight.
78 Let the men of pride be shamed; because they have falsely given decision against me;

but I will give thought to your orders.
79Let your worshippers be turned to me, and those who have knowledge of your words.
80Let all my heart be given to your orders, so that I may not be put to shame.
CAPH
81My soul is wasted with desire for your salvation: but I have hope in your word.
82My eyes are full of weariness with searching for your word, saying, When will you give

me comfort?
83For I have become like awine-skin blackwith smoke; but I still keep thememory of your

rules.
84Howshort is the life of your servant! whenwill you give your decision against thosewho

are attackingme?
85Themen of pride, who are turned away from your law, have put nets for me.
86All your teachings are certain; they go after mewith evil design; give me your help.
87They had almost put an end tome on earth; but I did not give up your orders.
88Giveme life inyourmercy; so that Imaybe ruledby theunchangingwordof yourmouth.
LAMED
89For ever, O Lord, your word is fixed in heaven.
90 Your faith is unchanging from generation to generation: you have put the earth in its

place, and it is not moved.
91They are ruled this day by your decisions; for all things are your servants.
92 If your law had not beenmy delight, my troubles would have put an end tome.
93 I will ever keep your orders in mind; for in them I have life.
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94 I am yours, O bemy saviour; for my desire has been for your rules.
95The sinners have beenwaiting forme to giveme up to destruction; but I will give all my

mind to your unchanging ward.
96 I have seen that nothing on earth is complete; but your teaching is very wide.
MEM
97Owhat love I have for your law! I give thought to it all the day.
98Your teaching has mademewiser thanmy haters: for it is mine for ever.
99 I havemore knowledge than allmy teachers, because I give thought to your unchanging

word.
100 I havemore wisdom than the old, because I have kept your orders.
101 I have kept backmy feet from all evil ways, so that I might be true to your word.
102Myheart has not been turned away fromyour decisions; for you have beenmy teacher.
103 How sweet are your sayings to my taste! truly, they are sweeter than honey in my

mouth!
104Through your orders I get wisdom; for this reason I am a hater of every false way.
NUN
105Your word is a light for my feet, ever shining onmyway.
106 I havemade an oath and kept it, to be guided by your upright decisions.
107 I am greatly troubled, O Lord, give me life in keeping with your word.
108Take, O Lord, the free offerings ofmymouth, and giveme knowledge of your decisions.
109My soul is ever in danger; but I still keep thememory of your law.
110 Sinners have put a net to takeme; but I was true to your orders.
111 I have taken your unchanging word as an eternal heritage; for it is the joy of my heart.
112My heart is ever ready to keep your rules, even to the end.
SAMECH
113 I am a hater of men of doubtingmind; but I am a lover of your law.
114You aremy secret place andmy breastplate against danger; my hope is in your word.
115Go far fromme, you evil-doers; so that I may keep the teachings of my God.
116Bemy support as you have said, and give me life; let not my hope be turned to shame.
117Let me not bemoved, and I will be safe, and ever take delight in your rules.
118You have overcome all thosewho arewandering from your rules; for all their thoughts

are false.
119All the sinners of the earth are like waste metal in your eyes; and for this cause I give

my love to your unchanging word.
120My flesh is moved for fear of you; I give honour to your decisions.
AIN
121 I have donewhat is good and right: youwill not giveme into the hands of thosewho are

working against me.
122 Take your servant's interests into your keeping; let me not be crushed by the men of

pride.
123My eyes are wasted with desire for your salvation, and for the word of your righteous-

ness.
124Be good to your servant in yourmercy, and give me teaching in your rules.
125 I am your servant; give me wisdom, so that I may have knowledge of your unchanging

word.
126 It is time, O Lord, for you to let yourwork be seen; for they havemade your lawwithout

effect.
127 For this reason I have greater love far your teachings than for gold, even for shining

gold.
128Because of it I keep straight in all things by your orders; and I am a hater of every false

way.
PE
129Your unchanging word is full of wonder; for this reasonmy soul keeps it.
130The opening of your words gives light; it gives good sense to the simple.
131Mymouth was open wide, waiting with great desire for your teachings.
132Let your eyes be turned tome, and havemercy onme, as it is right for you to do to those

who are lovers of your name.
133Let my steps be guided by your word; and let not sin have control over me.
134Makeme free from the cruel rule of man; then I will keep your orders.
135Let your servant see the shining of your face; give me knowledge of your rules.
136Rivers of water are flowing frommy eyes, becausemen do not keep your law.
TZADE



Psalms 119:137 439 Psalms 120:7

137O Lord, great is your righteousness, and upright are your decisions.
138You have given your unchanging word in righteousness, and it is for ever.
139My passion has overcomeme; becausemy haters are turned away from your words.
140Your word is of tested value; and it is dear to your servant.
141 I am small and of no account; but I keep your orders in mind.
142Your righteousness is an unchanging righteousness, and your law is certain.
143Pain and trouble have overcomeme: but your teachings are my delight.
144 The righteousness of your unchanging word is eternal; give me wisdom so that I may

have life.
KOPH
145 I have made my prayer with all my heart; give answer to me, O Lord: I will keep your

rules.
146 My cry has gone up to you; take me out of trouble, and I will be guided by your

unchanging word.
147Before the sun is up, my cry for help comes to your ear; my hope is in your words.
148 In the night watches I am awake, so that I may give thought to your saying.
149Let my voice come to you, in yourmercy; O Lord, by your decisions give me life.
150Those who have evil designs against me come near; they are far from your law.
151You are near, O Lord; and all your teachings are true.
152 I have long had knowledge that your unchanging word is for ever.
RESH
153O seemy trouble, and bemy saviour; for I keep your law inmymind,
154Undertakemy cause, and come tomy help, give me life, as you have said.
155 Salvation is far from evil-doers; for they havemade no search for your rules.
156Great is thenumberof yourmercies, OLord; giveme life inkeepingwithyourdecisions.
157Great is the number of thosewho are againstme; but I have not been turned away from

your unchanging word.
158 I sawwith hate those whowere untrue to you; for they did not keep your saying.
159 See how great is my love for your orders: give me life, O Lord, in keeping with your

mercy.
160Your word is true from the first; and your upright decision is unchanging for ever.
SHIN
161 Rulers have been cruel to me without cause; but I have the fear of your word in my

heart.
162 I am delighted by your saying, like amanwhomakes discovery of great wealth.
163 I am full of hate and disgust for false words; but I am a lover of your law.
164 Seven times a day do I give you praise, because of your upright decisions.
165Great peace have lovers of your law; they have no cause for falling.
166Lord, my hope has been in your salvation; and I have kept your teachings.
167My soul has kept your unchanging word; great is my love for it.
168 I have been ruled by your orders; for all myways are before you.
TAU
169Let my cry come before you, O Lord; give mewisdom in keeping with your word.
170Let my prayer come before you; takeme out of trouble, as you have said.
171Letmy lips be flowingwith praise, because youhave givenmeknowledge of your rules.
172Let my tonguemake songs in praise of your word; for all your teachings are righteous-

ness.
173Let your hand be near for my help; for I have givenmy heart to your orders.
174All my desire has been for your salvation, O Lord; and your law is my delight.
175Give life tomy soul so that it may give you praise; and let your decisions bemy support.
176 I have gone out of the way like a wandering sheep; make search for your servant; for I

keep your teachings ever inmind.

120
A Song of the going up.
1 In my trouble my cry went up to the Lord, and he gaveme an answer.
2O Lord, be the saviour of my soul from false lips, and from the tongue of deceit.
3What punishment will he give you? what more will he do to you, you false tongue?
4 Sharp arrows of the strong, and burning fire.
5 Sorrow is mine because I am strange inMeshech, and living in the tents of Kedar.
6My soul has long been living with the haters of peace.
7 I am for peace: but when I say so, they are for war.
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121
A Song of the going up.
1My eyes are lifted up to the hills: O where will my help come from?
2Your help comes from the Lord, whomade heaven and earth.
3May he not let your foot bemoved: no need of sleep has he who keeps you.
4 See, the eyes of Israel's keeper will not be shut in sleep.
5The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is your shade on your right hand.
6Youwill not be touched by the sun in the day, or by themoon at night.
7The Lord will keep you safe from all evil; he will take care of your soul.
8The Lordwill keepwatch over your going out and your coming in, from this time and for

ever.

122
A Song of the going up. Of David.
1 I was glad because they said to me,Wewill go into the house of the Lord.
2At last our feet were inside your doors, O Jerusalem.
3O Jerusalem, you are like a townwhich is well joined together;
4 To which the tribes went up, even the tribes of the Lord, for a witness to Israel, to give

praise to the name of the Lord.
5For there seats for the judges were placed, even the rulers' seats of the line of David.
6Omake prayers for the peace of Jerusalem; may they whose love is given to you do well.
7May peace be inside your walls, and wealth in your noble houses.
8Because of my brothers and friends, I will now say, Let peace be with you.
9Because of the house of the Lord our God, I will be working for your good.

123
A Song of the going up.
1To youmy eyes are lifted up, even to you whose seat is in the heavens.
2 See! as the eyes of servants are turned to the hands of their masters, and the eyes of a

servant-girl to her owner, so our eyes are waiting for the Lord our God, till he has
mercy on us.

3Havemercy on us, O Lord, havemercy on us: for all men are looking down on us.
4For long enough havemen of pridemade sport of our soul.

124
A Song of the going up. Of David.
1 If it had not been the Lord whowas on our side (let Israel now say);
2 If it had not been the Lord whowas on our side, whenmen came up against us;
3Theywould havemade ameal of uswhile still living, in the heat of theirwrath against us:
4Wewould have been covered by the waters; the streamswould have gone over our soul;
5Yes, the waters of pride would have gone over our soul.
6Praise be to the Lord, who has not let us be wounded by their teeth.
7Our soul has gone free like a bird out of the net of those who would take her: the net is

broken, and we are free.
8Our help is in the name of the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth.

125
A Song of the going up.
1Those whose hope is in the Lord are like themountain of Zion, whichmay not bemoved,

but keeps its place for ever.
2As themountains are round about Jerusalem, so the Lord is round about his people, from

this time and for ever.
3For the rod of sinnerswill not be resting on the heritage of the upright; so that the upright

may not put out their hands to evil.
4Do good, O Lord, to those who are good, and to those who are upright in heart.
5But as for such as are turned out of the straight way, the Lord will take them away with

the workers of evil. Let peace be on Israel.

126
A Song of the going up.
1When the Lordmade a change in Zion's fate, we were like men in a dream.
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2Then ourmouthswere full of laughing, and our tongues gave a glad cry; they said among
the nations, The Lord has done great things for them.

3The Lord has done great things for us; because of which we are glad.
4Let our fate be changed, O Lord, like the streams in the South.
5Those who put in seed with weeping will get in the grain with cries of joy.
6Though amanmay go outweeping, taking his vessel of seedwith him; hewill come again

in joy, with the corded stems of grain in his arms.

127
A Song of the going up. Of Solomon.
1 If the Lord is not helping the builders, then the building of a house is to no purpose: if the

Lord does not keep the town, the watchman keeps his watch for nothing.
2 It is of no use for you to get up early, and to go late to your rest, with the bread of sorrow

for your food; for the Lord gives to his loved ones in sleep.
3 See, sons are a heritage from the Lord; the fruit of the body is his reward.
4Like arrows in the hand of a man of war, are the children of the young.
5Happy is themanwho has a good store of them; hewill not be put to shame, but his cause

will be supported by them against his haters.

128
A Song of the going up.
1Happy is the worshipper of the Lord, who is walking in his ways.
2You will have the fruit of the work of your hands: happy will you be, and all will be well

for you.
3Your wife will be like a fertile vine in the inmost parts of your house: your children will

be like olive plants round your table.
4 See! this is the blessing of the worshipper of the Lord.
5May the Lord send you blessing out of Zion: may you see the good of Jerusalem all the

days of your life.
6May you see your children's children. Peace be on Israel.

129
A Song of the going up.
1Great have beenmy troubles from the time when I was young (let Israel now say);
2Great have beenmy troubles from the time when I was young, but my troubles have not

overcomeme.
3The ploughmenwere ploughing onmy back; long were the wounds theymade.
4The Lord is true: the cords of the evil-doers are broken in two.
5Let all the haters of Zion be shamed and turned back.
6Let them be like the grass on the house-tops, which is dry before it comes to full growth.
7Hewho gets in the grain has no use for it; and they do not make bands of it for the grain-

stems.
8And those who go by do not say, The blessing of the Lord be on you; we give you blessing

in the name of the Lord.

130
A Song of the going up.
1Out of the deep have I sent upmy cry to you, O Lord.
2Lord, let my voice come before you: let your ears be awake to the voice of my prayer.
3O Jah, if you took note of every sin, who would go free?
4But there is forgiveness with you, so that youmay be feared.
5 I amwaiting for the Lord, my soul is waiting for him, andmy hope is in his word.
6My soul iswatching for the Lordmore than thosewho arewatching for themorning; yes,

more than the watchers for themorning.
7O Israel, have hope in the Lord; for with the Lord is mercy and full salvation.
8And he will make Israel free from all his sins.

131
A Song of the going up. Of David.
1 Lord, there is no pride in my heart and my eyes are not lifted up; and I have not taken

part in great undertakings, or in things over-hard for me.
2See, I havemademy soul calmandquiet, like a child on itsmother's breast; my soul is like

a child on its mother's breast.



Psalms 131:3 442 Psalms 135:18

3O Israel, have hope in the Lord, from this time and for ever.

132
A Song of the going up.
1Lord, give thought to David, and to all his troubles;
2How hemade an oath to the Lord, and gave his word to the great God of Jacob, saying,
3Truly, I will not come into my house, or go to my bed,
4 I will not give sleep to my eyes, or rest to my eyeballs,
5Till I have got a place for the Lord, a resting-place for the great God of Jacob.
6We had news of it at Ephrathah: we came to it in the fields of the wood.
7Let us go into his tent; let us give worship at his feet.
8Come back, O Lord, to your resting-place; you and the ark of your strength.
9Let your priests be clothed with righteousness; and let your saints give cries of joy.
10Because of your servant David, do not give up your king.
11The Lord gave a true oath to David, which he will not take back, saying, I will give your

kingdom to the fruit of your body.
12 If your children keep my word, and the teachings which I will give them, their children

will be rulers of your kingdom for ever.
13For the Lord's heart is on Zion, desiring it for his resting-place.
14This is my rest for ever: here will I ever be; for this is my desire.
15My blessing will be on her food; and her poor will be full of bread.
16Her priests will be clothed with salvation; and her saints will give cries of joy.
17There I will make the horn of David fertile: I havemade ready a light for my king.
18His haters will be clothed with shame; but I will make his crown shining.

133
A Song of the going up. Of David.
1 See how good and how pleasing it is for brothers to be living together in harmony!
2 It is like oil of great price on the head, flowing down over the face, even Aaron's face:

coming down to the edge of his robe;
3Like the dewofHermon,which comes downon themountains of Zion: for there the Lord

gave orders for the blessing, even life for ever.

134
A Song of the going up.
1Give praise to the Lord, all you servants of the Lord, who take your places in the house of

the Lord by night.
2Give praise to the Lord, lifting up your hands in his holy place.
3May the Lord, whomade heaven and earth, send you blessing out of Zion,

135
1Let the Lord be praised. O you servants of the Lord, give praise to the name of the Lord.
2Youwho are in the house of the Lord, and in the open spaces of the house of our God,
3Give praise to Jah, for he is good: makemelody to his name, for it is pleasing.
4For the Lord has taken Jacob for himself, and Israel for his property.
5 I know that the Lord is great, and that our Lord is greater than all other gods.
6The Lord has donewhateverwas pleasing to him, in heaven, and on the earth, in the seas

and in all the deep waters.
7He makes the mists go up from the ends of the earth; he makes thunder-flames for the

rain; he sends out the winds from his store-houses.
8He put to death the first-fruits of Egypt, of man and of beast.
9He sent signs and wonders among you, O Egypt, on Pharaoh, and on all his servants.
10He overcame great nations, and put strong kings to death;
11 Sihon, king of the Amorites, and Og, king of Bashan, and all the kingdoms of Canaan;
12And gave their land for a heritage, even for a heritage to Israel his people.
13O Lord, your name is eternal; and thememory of you will have no end.
14 For the Lord will be judge of his people's cause; his feelings will be changed to his

servants.
15The images of the nations are silver and gold, the work of men's hands.
16They havemouths, but no voice, they have eyes, but they do not see;
17They have ears, but no hearing; and there is no breath in their mouths.
18Those whomake them are like them; and so is everyone who puts his hope in them.
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19Give praise to the Lord, O children of Israel: give praise to the Lord, O sons of Aaron:
20Givepraise to theLord, O sons of Levi: let all theworshippers of theLord givehimpraise.
21 Praise be to the Lord out of Zion, even to the Lord whose house is in Jerusalem, Let the

Lord be praised.

136
1O give praise to the Lord, for he is good: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.
2O give praise to the God of gods: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.
3O give praise to the Lord of lords: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.
4To himwho only does great wonders: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.
5To himwho by wisdommade the heavens: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.
6Tohimbywhomthe earthwas stretchedout over thewaters: for hismercy is unchanging

for ever.
7To himwhomade great lights: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.
8The sun to have rule by day: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.
9Themoon and the stars to have rule by night: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.
10To himwho put to death the first-fruits of Egypt: for his mercy is unchanging for ever:
11And took out Israel from among them: for his mercy is unchanging for ever:
12With a strong hand and an outstretched arm: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.
13To himwhomade a way through the Red Sea: for his mercy is unchanging for ever:
14And let Israel go through it: for his mercy is unchanging for ever:
15 By him Pharaoh and his army were overturned in the Red Sea: for his mercy is

unchanging for ever.
16Tohimwho tookhis people through thewaste land: for hismercy is unchanging for ever.
17To himwho overcame great kings: for his mercy is unchanging for ever:
18And put noble kings to death: for his mercy is unchanging for ever:
19 Sihon, king of the Amorites: for his mercy is unchanging for ever:
20And Og, king of Bashan: for his mercy is unchanging for ever:
21And gave their land to his people for a heritage: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.
22Even a heritage for his servant Israel: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.
23Who kept us inmind whenwewere in trouble: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.
24And has taken us out of the hands of our haters: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.
25Who gives food to all flesh: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.
26O give praise to the God of heaven: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.

137
1By the rivers of Babylon wewere seated, weeping at thememory of Zion,
2Hanging our instruments of music on the trees by the waterside.
3For there those who had taken us prisoners made request for a song; and those who had

taken away all we had gave us orders to be glad, saying, Give us one of the songs of
Zion.

4Howmaywe give the Lord's song in a strange land?
5 If I keep not yourmemory, O Jerusalem, let notmy right hand keep thememory of its art.
6 If I let you go out of my thoughts, and if I do not put Jerusalem before my greatest joy, let

my tongue be fixed to the roof of mymouth.
7O Lord, keep in mind against the children of Edom the day of Jerusalem; how they said,

Let it be uncovered, uncovered even to its base.
8Odaughter of Babylon, whose fate is destruction; happy is themanwho does to youwhat

you have done to us.
9Happy is themanwho takes your little ones, crushing them against the rocks.

138
Of David.
1 I will give you praise with all my heart: I will makemelody to you before the gods.
2 I will give worship before your holy Temple, praising your name for your mercy and for

your unchanging faith: for you havemade your word greater than all your name.
3Whenmycry came to your ears you gavemeananswer, andmademegreatwith strength

inmy soul.
4All thekings of the earthwill give youpraise, OLord,when thewords of yourmouth come

to their ears.
5They will make songs about the ways of the Lord; for great is the glory of the Lord.
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6Though the Lord is high, he sees thosewho are low; and he has knowledge from far off of
those who are lifted up.

7 Even when trouble is round me, you will give me life; your hand will be stretched out
against the wrath of my haters, and your right handwill be my salvation.

8The Lordwill make all things complete forme: O Lord, yourmercy is eternal; do not give
up the works of your hands.

139
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of David.
1O Lord, you have knowledge of me, searching out all my secrets.
2You have knowledge when I am seated and when I get up, you see my thoughts from far

away.
3You keep watch over my steps andmy sleep, and have knowledge of all myways.
4For there is not a word onmy tongue which is not clear to you, O Lord.
5 I am shut in by you on every side, and you have put your hand onme.
6 Such knowledge is a wonder greater than my powers; it is so high that I may not come

near it.
7Wheremay I go from your spirit? howmay I go in flight from you?
8 If I go up to heaven, you are there: or if I makemy bed in the underworld, you are there.
9 If I take the wings of themorning, and go to the farthest parts of the sea;
10Even there will I be guided by your hand, and your right handwill keepme.
11 If I say, Only let me be covered by the dark, and the light about me be night;
12Even the dark is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the day: for dark and light are

the same to you.
13My flesh wasmade by you, andmy parts joined together inmymother's body.
14 I will give you praise, for I am strangely and delicately formed; your works are great

wonders, and of this my soul is fully conscious.
15My framewas not unseen by youwhen Iwasmade secretly, and strangely formed in the

lowest parts of the earth.
16 Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book all my days were recorded, even

those which were purposed before they had come into being.
17How dear are your thoughts to me, O God! how great is the number of them!
18 If I made up their number, it would be more than the grains of sand; when I am awake,

I am still with you.
19 If only you would put the sinners to death, O God; go far fromme, youmen of blood.
20For they go against you with evil designs, and your haters make sport of your name.
21Are not your haters hated by me, O Lord? are not those who are lifted up against you a

cause of grief to me?
22My hate for them is complete; my thoughts of them are as if they were making war on

me.
23OGod, let the secrets ofmyheartbeuncovered, and letmywandering thoughtsbe tested:
24 See if there is any way of sorrow inme, and bemy guide in the eternal way.

140
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of David.
1O Lord, takeme out of the power of the evil man; keepme safe from the violent man:
2For their hearts are full of evil designs; and they are ever making ready causes of war.
3Their tongues are sharp like the tongue of a snake; the poison of snakes is under their lips.

(Selah.)
4O Lord, take me out of the hands of sinners; keepme safe from the violent man: for they

are designingmy downfall.
5Themen of pride have put secret cords formy feet; stretching nets inmyway, so that they

may takemewith their tricks. (Selah.)
6 I have said to the Lord, You aremy God: give ear, O Lord, to the voice of my prayer.
7O Lord God, the strength of my salvation, you have been a cover overmy head in the day

of the fight.
8O Lord, give not the wrongdoer his desire; give him no help in his evil designs, or hemay

be uplifted in pride. (Selah.)
9As for those who come roundme, let their heads be covered by the evil of their lips.
10 Let burning flames come down on them: let them be put into the fire, and into deep

waters, so that theymay not get up again.
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11 Let not a man of evil tongue be safe on earth: let destruction overtake the violent man
with blow on blow.

12 I am certain that the Lordwill take care of the cause of the poor, and of the rights of those
who are troubled.

13Truly, the uprightwill give praise to your name: the holywill have a place in your house.

141
A Psalm. Of David.
1Lord, I have made my cry to you; come to me quickly; give ear to my voice, when it goes

up to you.
2Letmy prayer be ordered before you like a sweet smell; and let the lifting up ofmy hands

be like the evening offering.
3O Lord, keep a watch over mymouth; keep the door of my lips.
4Keepmyheart fromdesiringanyevil thing, or fromtakingpart in the sinsof theevil-doers

withmenwho do wrong: and let me have no part in their good things.
5Let the upright giveme punishment; and let the god-fearingmanputme in the rightway;

but I will not let the oil of sinners come on my head: when they do evil I will give
myself to prayer.

6When destruction comes to their judges by the side of the rock, they will give ear to my
words, for they are sweet.

7Our bones are broken up at the mouth of the underworld, as the earth is broken by the
plough.

8Butmy eyes are turned to you, O Lord God: my hope is in you; let notmy soul be given up
to death.

9 Keep me from the net which they have put down for me, and from the designs of the
workers of evil.

10 Let the sinners be taken in the nets which they themselves have put down, while I go
free.

142
Maschil. Of David. A prayer when he was in the hole of the rock.
1The sound ofmy crywent up to the Lord; withmy voice Imademyprayer for grace to the

Lord.
2 I put all my sorrows before him; andmade clear to him all my trouble.
3Whenmy spirit is overcome, your eyes are onmy goings; nets have been secretly placed

in the way in which I go.
4 Looking to my right side, I saw no man who was my friend: I had no safe place; no one

had any care for my soul.
5 I havemademy cry to you, O Lord; I have said, You aremy safe place, andmy heritage in

the land of the living.
6Give ear tomy cry, for I ammade very low: takemeout of the hands ofmyhaters, for they

are stronger than I.
7 Take my soul out of prison, so that I may give praise to your name: the upright will give

praise because of me; for you have givenme a full reward.

143
A Psalm. Of David.
1Letmyprayer come to you, OLord; give ear tomy requests for your grace; keep faithwith

me, and giveme an answer in your righteousness;
2 Let not your servant come before you to be judged; for no man living is upright in your

eyes.
3The evil man has gone after my soul; my life is crushed down to the earth: he has put me

in the dark, like those who have long been dead.
4Because of this my spirit is overcome; andmy heart is full of fear.
5 I keep inmind the early days of the past, giving thought to all your acts, even to the work

of your hands.
6My hands are stretched out to you: my soul is turned to you, like a land in need of water.

(Selah.)
7 Be quick in answering me, O Lord, for the strength of my spirit is gone: let me see your

face, so that I may not be like those who go down into the underworld.
8 Let the story of your mercy come to me in the morning, for my hope is in you: give me

knowledge of the way in which I am to go; for my soul is lifted up to you.
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9O Lord, takeme out of the hands of my haters; my soul is waiting for you.
10Giveme teaching so that Imaydo your pleasure; for you aremyGod: let your good Spirit

be my guide into the land of righteousness.
11Give me life, O Lord, because of your name; in your righteousness take my soul out of

trouble.
12And in your mercy put an end to my haters, and send destruction on all those who are

against my soul; for I am your servant.

144
A Psalm. Of David.
1 Praise be to the God of my strength, teaching my hands the use of the sword, and my

fingers the art of fighting:
2He ismy strength, andmyRock;my high tower, andmy saviour;my keeper andmyhope:

he gives me authority over my people.
3Lord, what is man, that you keep him in mind? or the son of man that you take him into

account?
4Man is like a breath: his life is like a shade which is quickly gone.
5Come down, O Lord, from your heavens: at your touch let themountains give out smoke.
6With your storm-flames send them in flight: send out your arrows for their destruction.
7Put out your hand fromonhigh;makeme free, takeme safely out of the greatwaters, and

out of the hands of strangemen;
8 In whosemouths are false words, and whose right hand is a right hand of deceit.
9 I will make a new song to you, O God; I will make melody to you on an instrument of ten

cords.
10 It isGodwhogives salvation tokings; andwhokepthis servantDavid fromthewounding

sword.
11Make me free, and take me out of the hands of strange men, in whose mouths are false

words, and whose right hand is a right hand of deceit.
12Our sons are like tall young plants; and our daughters like the shining stones of a king's

house;
13Our store-houses are full of all good things; and our sheep give birth to thousands and

ten thousands in our fields.
14Our oxen are well weighted down; our cows give birth safely; there is no going out, and

there is no cry of sorrow in our open places.
15Happy is the nation whose ways are so ordered: yes, happy is the nation whose God is

the Lord.

145
A Song of praise. Of David.
1Let me give glory to you, O God, my King; and blessing to your name for ever and ever.
2Every day will I give you blessing, praising your name for ever and ever.
3Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; his powermay never be searched out.
4 One generation after another will give praise to your great acts, and make clear the

operation of your strength.
5Mythoughtswill beof thehonourandgloryofyour rule, andof thewonderofyourworks.
6Menwill be talking of the power and fear of your acts; I will give word of your glory.
7 Their sayings will be full of the memory of all your mercy, and they will make songs of

your righteousness.
8The Lord is full of grace and pity; not quickly angry, but great in mercy.
9The Lord is good to all men; and his mercies are over all his works.
10All theworks of your hands give praise to you, O Lord; and your saints give you blessing.
11Their words will be of the glory of your kingdom, and their talk of your strength;
12 So that the sons of menmay have knowledge of his acts of power, and of the great glory

of his kingdom.
13Your kingdom is an eternal kingdom, and your rule is through all generations.
14TheLord is the support of allwhoare crushed, and the lifter upof allwhoare bent down.
15The eyes of all men are waiting for you; and you give them their food in its time.
16By the opening of your hand, every living thing has its desire in full measure.
17The Lord is upright in all his ways, and kind in all his works.
18The Lord is near all those who give honour to his name; even to all who give honour to

himwith true hearts.
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19 To his worshippers, he will give their desire; their cry comes to his ears, and he gives
them salvation.

20The Lord will keep all his worshippers from danger; but he will send destruction on all
sinners.

21Mymouthwill give praise to the Lord; let all flesh be blessing his holy name for ever and
ever.

146
1Let the Lord be praised. Give praise to the Lord, Omy soul.
2While I have breath I will give praise to the Lord: I will make melody to my God while I

havemy being.
3Put not your faith in rulers, or in the son of man, in whom there is no salvation.
4Man's breath goes out, he is turned back again to dust; in that day all his purposes come

to an end.
5Happy is themanwhohas theGodof Jacob for his help,whosehope is in theLordhisGod:
6Whomade heaven and earth, the sea, and all things in them; who keeps faith for ever:
7Who gives their rights to those who are crushed down; and gives food to those who are

in need of it: the Lordmakes the prisoners free;
8The Lordmakes open the eyes of the blind; the Lord is the lifter up of those who are bent

down; the Lord is a lover of the upright;
9The Lord takes care of those who are in a strange land; he gives help to the widow and to

the child who has no father; but he sends destruction on the way of sinners.
10 The Lord will be King for ever; your God, O Zion, will be King through all generations.

Praise be to the Lord.

147
1Give praise to the Lord; for it is good to make melody to our God; praise is pleasing and

beautiful.
2The Lord is building up Jerusalem; hemakes all the outlaws of Israel come together.
3Hemakes the broken-hearted well, and puts oil on their wounds.
4He sees the number of the stars; he gives them all their names.
5Great is our Lord, and great his power; there is no limit to his wisdom.
6The Lord gives help to the poor in spirit; but he sends sinners down in shame.
7Make songs of praise to the Lord; makemelody to our Godwith instruments of music.
8Byhishand theheaven is coveredwithcloudsandrain is storedup for theearth; hemakes

the grass tall on themountains.
9He gives food to every beast, and to the young ravens in answer to their cry.
10He has no delight in the strength of a horse; he takes no pleasure in the legs of a man.
11The Lord takes pleasure in his worshippers, and in those whose hope is in his mercy.
12Give praise to the Lord, O Jerusalem; give praise to your God, O Zion.
13He hasmade strong the iron bands of your doors; he has sent blessings on your children

inside your walls.
14He gives peace in all your land, making your stores full of fat grain.
15He sends out his orders to the earth; his word goes out quickly.
16He gives snow like wool; he sends out ice-drops like dust.
17He sends down ice like raindrops: water is made hard by his cold.
18At the outgoing of hisword, the ice is turned towater; when he sends out hiswind, there

is a flowing of waters.
19Hemakes his word clear to Jacob, teaching Israel his laws and his decisions.
20 He has not done these things for any other nation: and as for his laws, they have no

knowledge of them. Let the Lord be praised.

148
1Give praise to the Lord. Let the Lord be praised from the heavens: give him praise in the

skies.
2Give praise to him, all you his angels: give praise to him, all his armies.
3Give praise to him, you sun andmoon: give praise to him, all you stars of light.
4Give praise to him, you highest heavens, and you waters which are over the heavens.
5Let them give praise to the name of the Lord: for he gave the order, and they weremade.
6He has put them in their places for ever; he has given them their limits whichmay not be

broken.
7Give praise to the Lord from the earth, you great sea-beasts, and deep places:
8Fire and rain of ice, snow andmists; storm-wind, doing his word:
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9Mountains and all hills; fruit-trees and all trees of themountains:
10Beasts and all cattle; insects and winged birds:
11Kings of the earth, and all peoples; rulers and all judges of the earth:
12Youngmen and virgins; old men and children:
13 Let them give glory to the name of the Lord: for his name only is to be praised: his

kingdom is over the earth and the heaven.
14Hehasput onhigh thehornofhis people, for thepraise of all his saints; even the children

of Israel, a people which is near to him. Let the Lord be praised.

149
1Let the Lord be praised. Make a new song to the Lord, let his praise be in the meeting of

his saints.
2Let Israel have joy in his maker; let the children of Zion be glad in their King.
3 Let them give praise to his name in the dance: let them make melody to him with

instruments of brass and corded instruments of music.
4For the Lord has pleasure in his people: he gives the poor in spirit a crown of salvation.
5Let the saints have joy and glory: let them give cries of joy on their beds.
6Let the high praises of God be in their mouths, and a two-edged sword in their hands;
7To give the nations the reward of their sins, and the peoples their punishment;
8To put their kings in chains, and their rulers in bands of iron;
9To give them the punishment which is in the holy writings: this honour is given to all his

saints. Praise be to the Lord.

150
1Let theLordbepraised. Givepraise toGod inhis holy place: givehimpraise in theheaven

of his power.
2Givehimpraise for his acts of power: give himpraise in themeasure of his great strength.
3Give him praise with the sound of the horn: give him praise with corded instruments of

music.
4Give him praise with instruments of brass and in the dance: give him praise with horns

and corded instruments.
5Give him praise with the loud brass: give him praise with the high-sounding brass.
6Let everything which has breath give praise to the Lord. Let the Lord be praised.
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The Proverbs
1 The wise sayings of Solomon, the son of David, king of Israel. 2 To have knowledge

of wise teaching; to be clear about the words of reason: 3 To be trained in the ways of
wisdom, in righteousness and judging truly and straight behaviour: 4Tomake the simple-
minded sharp, and to give the young man knowledge, and serious purpose: 5 (The wise
man, hearing,will get greater learning, and the acts of themanof good sensewill bewisely
guided:) 6 To get the sense of wise sayings and secrets, and of the words of the wise and
their dark sayings. 7 The fear of the Lord is the start of knowledge: but the foolish have
no use for wisdom and teaching. 8My son, give ear to the training of your father, and do
not give up the teaching of yourmother: 9For they will be a crown of grace for your head,
and chain-ornaments about your neck. 10Myson, if sinnerswould take you out of the right
way, do not gowith them. 11 If they say, Comewith us; let usmake designs against the good,
waiting secretly for the upright, without cause; 12 Let us overcome them living, like the
underworld, and in their strength, as those who go down to death; 13Goods of great price
will be ours, our houses will be full of wealth; 14 Take your chance with us, and we will
all have one money-bag: 15My son, do not go with them; keep your feet from their ways:
16For their feet are running after evil, and they are quick to take aman's life. 17Truly, to no
purpose is thenet stretched out before the eyes of the bird: 18And they are secretlywaiting
for theirbloodandmakingreadydestruction for themselves. 19Such is the fateof everyone
who goes in search of profit; it takes away the life of its owners. 20Wisdom is crying out in
the street; her voice is loud in the open places; 21Her words are sounding in the meeting-
places, and in the doorways of the town: 22How long, you simple ones, will foolish things
be dear to you? and pride a delight to the haters of authority? how long will the foolish go
onhating knowledge? 23Be turnedagainbymy sharpwords: see, Iwill send theflowofmy
spirit on you, andmakemywords clear to you. 24Because your earswere shut tomyvoice;
no one gave attention tomy out-stretched hand; 25Youwere not controlled bymy guiding,
and would have nothing to do with my sharp words: 26 So in the day of your trouble I will
be laughing; I will make sport of your fear; 27When your fear comes on you like a storm,
and your trouble like a rushing wind; when pain and sorrow come on you. 28 Then I will
give no answer to their cries; searching forme early, theywill not seeme: 29For theywere
haters of knowledge, and did not give their hearts to the fear of the Lord: 30 They had no
desire for my teaching, and my words of protest were as nothing to them. 31 So the fruit
of their way will be their food, and with the designs of their hearts they will be made full.
32For the turning back of the simple from teachingwill be the cause of their death, and the
peace of the foolish will be their destruction. 33But whoever gives ear to me will take his
rest safely, living in peace without fear of evil.

2
1My son, if you will take my words to your heart, storing up my laws in your mind; 2 So

that your ear gives attention to wisdom, and your heart is turned to knowledge; 3Truly, if
you are crying out for good sense, and your request is for knowledge; 4 If you are looking
for her as for silver, and searching for her as for stored-up wealth; 5 Then the fear of
the Lord will be clear to you, and knowledge of God will be yours. 6 For the Lord gives
wisdom; out of his mouth come knowledge and reason: 7He has salvation stored up for
the upright, he is a breastplate to those in whom there is no evil; 8He keeps watch on the
ways which are right, and takes care of those who have the fear of him. 9 Then you will
have knowledge of righteousness and right acting, and upright behaviour, even of every
goodway. 10Forwisdomwill come into your heart, and knowledgewill be pleasing to your
soul; 11Wise purposes will be watching over you, and knowledge will keep you; 12Giving
you salvation from the evil man, from those whose words are false; 13Who give up the
way of righteousness, to go by dark roads; 14Who take pleasure in wrongdoing, and have
joy in the evil designs of the sinner; 15Whose ways are not straight, and whose footsteps
are turned to evil: 16To take you out of the power of the strange woman, who says smooth
words with her tongue; 17Who is false to the husband of her early years, and does not
keep the agreement of her God inmind: 18For her house is on the way down to death; her
footsteps go down to the shades: 19Those who go to her do not come back again; their feet
do not keep in the ways of life: 20 So that you may go in the way of good men, and keep in
the footsteps of the upright. 21 For the upright will be living in the land, and the good will
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have it for their heritage. 22But sinners will be cut off from the land, and those whose acts
are false will be uprooted.

3
1My son, keep my teaching in your memory, and my rules in your heart: 2 For they will

give you increase of days, years of life, and peace. 3Let not mercy and good faith go from
you; let thembehanging roundyourneck, recordedonyourheart; 4So youwill have grace
and a good name in the eyes of God and men. 5 Put all your hope in God, not looking to
your reason for support. 6 In all your ways give ear to him, and he will make straight your
footsteps. 7Put no high value on your wisdom: let the fear of the Lord be before you, and
keep yourself from evil: 8This will give strength to your flesh, and new life to your bones.
9Give honour to the Lord with your wealth, and with the first-fruits of all your increase:
10 So your store-houses will be full of grain, and your vessels overflowing with new wine.
11My son, do not make your heart hard against the Lord's teaching; do not bemade angry
by his training: 12For to those who are dear to him the Lord says sharp words, andmakes
the son in whom he has delight undergo pain. 13Happy is the man who makes discovery
of wisdom, and he who gets knowledge. 14For trading in it is better than trading in silver,
and its profit greater than bright gold. 15She is of more value than jewels, and nothing for
whichyoumayhaveadesire is fair in comparisonwithher. 16Long life is inher right hand,
and in her left are wealth and honour. 17Her ways are ways of delight, and all her goings
are peace. 18 She is a tree of life to all who take her in their hands, and happy is everyone
who keeps her. 19The Lord by wisdom put in position the bases of the earth; by reason he
put the heavens in their place. 20 By his knowledge the deep was parted, and dew came
dropping from the skies. 21My son, keep good sense, and do not let wise purpose go from
your eyes. 22 So they will be life for your soul, and grace for your neck. 23Then you will go
safely on your way, and your feet will have no cause for slipping. 24When you take your
rest you will have no fear, and on your bed sleep will be sweet to you. 25Have no fear of
sudden danger, or of the stormwhich will come on evil-doers: 26For the Lord will be your
hope, and will keep your foot from being taken in the net. 27Do not keep back good from
those who have a right to it, when it is in the power of your hand to do it. 28 Say not to
your neighbour, Go, and come again, and tomorrow Iwill give; when you have it by you at
the time. 29Do not make evil designs against your neighbour, when he is living with you
without fear. 30Do not take up a cause at law against aman for nothing, if he has done you
nowrong. 31Have no envy of the violentman, or take any of hisways as an example. 32For
the wrong-heartedman is hated by the Lord, but he is a friend to the upright. 33The curse
of the Lord is on the house of the evil-doer, but his blessing is on the tent of the upright.
34Hemakes sport of themen of pride, but he gives grace to the gentle-hearted. 35Thewise
will have glory for their heritage, but shamewill be the reward of the foolish.

4
1 Give ear, my sons, to the teaching of a father; give attention so that you may have

knowledge: 2 For I give you good teaching; do not give up the knowledge you are getting
from me. 3 For I was a son to my father, a gentle and an only one to my mother. 4 And
he gave me teaching, saying to me, Keep my words in your heart; keep my rules so that
youmay have life: 5Get wisdom, get true knowledge; keep it in memory, do not be turned
away from the words of my mouth. 6Do not give her up, and she will keep you; give her
your love, and she will make you safe. 7The first sign of wisdom is to get wisdom; go, give
all you have to get true knowledge. 8 Put her in a high place, and you will be lifted up by
her; she will give you honour, when you give her your love. 9Shewill put a crown of grace
on your head, giving you a head-dress of glory. 10Give ear, O my son, and let your heart
be open to my sayings; and long life will be yours. 11 I have given you teaching in the way
of wisdom, guiding your steps in the straight way. 12When you go, your way will not be
narrow, and in running you will not have a fall. 13 Take learning in your hands, do not
let her go: keep her, for she is your life. 14Do not go in the road of sinners, or be walking
in the way of evil men. 15 Keep far from it, do not go near; be turned from it, and go on
your way. 16For they take no rest till they have done evil; their sleep is taken away if they
have not been the cause of someone's fall. 17The bread of evil-doing is their food, thewine
of violent acts their drink. 18But the way of the upright is like the light of early morning,
getting brighter and brighter till the full day. 19 The way of sinners is dark; they see not
the cause of their fall. 20My son, give attention to my words; let your ear be turned to my
sayings. 21Let them not go from your eyes; keep them deep in your heart. 22 For they are
life to himwho gets them, and strength to all his flesh. 23And keep watch over your heart
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with all care; so you will have life. 24 Put away from you an evil tongue, and let false lips
be far from you. 25Keep your eyes on what is in front of you, looking straight before you.
26Keep a watch on your behaviour; let all your ways be rightly ordered. 27Let there be no
turning to the right or to the left, keep your feet from evil.

5
1My son, give attention to my wisdom; let your ear be turned to my teaching: 2 So that

you may be ruled by a wise purpose, and your lips may keep knowledge. 3 For honey is
dropping from the lips of the strange woman, and her mouth is smoother than oil; 4 But
her end is bitter as wormwood, and sharp as a two-edged sword; 5Her feet go down to
death, and her steps to the underworld; 6She never keeps hermind on the road of life; her
ways are uncertain, she has no knowledge. 7Give ear to me then, my sons, and do not put
awaymywords from you. 8Go far away fromher, do not come near the door of her house;
9For fear that youmay give your honour to others, and yourwealth to strangemen: 10And
strangemenmaybe full of yourwealth, and the fruit of yourworkgo to thehouseof others;
11And you will be full of grief at the end of your life, when your flesh and your body are
wasted; 12And you will say, Howwas teaching hated byme, andmy heart put no value on
training; 13 I did not give attention to the voice of my teachers, my ear was not turned to
those whowere guidingme! 14 I was in almost all evil in the company of the people. 15Let
water from your store and not that of others be your drink, and running water from your
fountain. 16Let not your springs be flowing in the streets, or your streams of water in the
open places. 17 Let them be for yourself only, not for other men with you. 18 Let blessing
be on your fountain; have joy in the wife of your early years. 19 As a loving hind and a
gentle doe, let her breasts ever give you rapture; let your passion at all times bemoved by
her love. 20Why let yourself, my son, go out of the way with a strange woman, and take
another woman in your arms? 21For aman's ways are before the eyes of the Lord, and he
puts all his goings in the scales. 22The evil-doer will be taken in the net of his crimes, and
prisoned in the cords of his sin. 23He will come to his end for need of teaching; he is so
foolish that he will go wandering from the right way.

6
1My son, if you havemade yourself responsible for your neighbour, or given yourword

for another, 2 You are taken as in a net by the words of your mouth, the sayings of your
lips have overcome you. 3Do this, my son, andmake yourself free, because you have come
into the power of your neighbour; go without waiting, and make a strong request to your
neighbour. 4Give no sleep to your eyes, or rest to them; 5Make yourself free, like the roe
from the hand of the archer, and the bird from himwho puts a net for her. 6Go to the ant,
you hater of work; give thought to her ways and be wise: 7Having no chief, overseer, or
ruler, 8 She gets her meat in the summer, storing up food at the time of the grain-cutting.
9How long will you be sleeping, O hater of work? when will you get up from your sleep?
10 A little sleep, a little rest, a little folding of the hands in sleep: 11 Then loss will come
on you like an outlaw, and your need like an armed man 12A good-for-nothing man is an
evil-doer; he goes on his way causing trouble with false words; 13Making signs with his
eyes, rubbing with his feet, and giving newswith his fingers; 14Hismind is ever designing
evil: he lets loose violent acts. 15For this cause his downfall will be sudden; quickly hewill
be broken, and there will be no help for him. 16 Six things are hated by the Lord; seven
things are disgusting to him: 17Eyes of pride, a false tongue, handswhich take life without
cause; 18 A heart full of evil designs, feet which are quick in running after sin; 19 A false
witness, breathing out untrue words, and one who lets loose violent acts among brothers.
20My son, keep the rule of your father, and have in memory the teaching of your mother:
21Keep themever folded in yourheart, andhave themhanging roundyourneck. 22 In your
walking, it will be your guide; when you are sleeping, it will keep watch over you; when
youareawake, itwill have talkwithyou. 23For the rule is a light, and the teachinga shining
light; and the guiding words of training are the way of life. 24They will keep you from the
evil woman, from the smooth tongue of the strange woman. 25Let not your heart's desire
go after her fair body; let not her eyes take youprisoner. 26For a loosewoman is looking for
a cake of bread, but anotherman's wife goes after one's very life. 27May aman take fire to
his breast without burning his clothing? 28Ormay one go on lighted coals, and his feet not
be burned? 29So it is with himwho goes in to his neighbour's wife; hewho has anything to
do with her will not go free from punishment. 30Men do not have a low opinion of a thief
who takes food when he is in need of it: 31But if he is taken in the act he will have to give
back seven times asmuch, giving up all his propertywhich is in his house. 32Hewho takes
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another man's wife is without all sense: he who does it is the cause of destruction to his
soul. 33Wounds will be his and loss of honour, and his shame may not be washed away.
34 For bitter is the wrath of an angry husband; in the day of punishment he will have no
mercy. 35Hewill not take any payment; and he will not make peace with you though your
money offerings are increased.

7
1My son, keep my sayings, and let my rules be stored up with you. 2Keep my rules and

youwill have life; let my teaching be to you as the light of your eyes; 3Let them be fixed to
yourfingers, and recorded in your heart. 4Say towisdom, You aremy sister; let knowledge
be named your special friend: 5 So that they may keep you from the strange woman, even
from her whose words are smooth. 6 Looking out from my house, and watching through
the window, 7 I saw among the youngmen one without sense, 8Walking in the street near
the turn of her road, going on theway to her house, 9At nightfall, in the evening of the day,
in the black dark of the night. 10And the woman came out to him, in the dress of a loose
woman,with a designing heart; 11She is full of noise anduncontrolled; her feet keepnot in
her house. 12Now she is in the street, now in the open spaces, waiting at every turning of
theroad. 13Soshe tookhimbyhishand, kissinghim, andwithouta signof shameshesaid to
him: 14 I have a feast of peace-offerings, for todaymyoaths have been effected. 15So I came
out in the hope ofmeeting you, looking for youwith care, and now I have you. 16Mybed is
covered with cushions of needlework, with coloured cloths of the cotton thread of Egypt;
17 I have made my bed sweet with perfumes and spices. 18 Come, let us take our pleasure
in love till themorning, having joy in love's delights. 19For themaster of the house is away
on a long journey: 20He has taken a bag of money with him; he is coming back at the full
moon. 21With her fair words she overcame him, forcing himwith her smooth lips. 22The
simpleman goes after her, like an ox going to its death, like a roe pulled by a cord; 23Like a
bird falling into a net; with no thought that his life is in danger, till an arrow goes into his
side. 24 So now, my sons, give ear to me; give attention to the sayings of my mouth; 25 Let
not your heart be turned to her ways, do not go wandering in her footsteps. 26 For those
wounded andmade low by her are great in number; and all those who have come to their
death throughher are a great army. 27Herhouse is theway to the underworld, going down
to the rooms of death.

8
1 Is not wisdom crying out, and the voice of knowledge sounding? 2 At the top of the

highways, at the meeting of the roads, she takes her place; 3Where the roads go into the
townher cry goes out, at thedoorwaysher voice is loud: 4 I amcryingout to you, Omen;my
voice comes to the sons of men. 5Become expert in reason, O you simple ones; you foolish
ones, take training to heart. 6Give ear, for mywords are true, andmy lips are open to give
out what is upright. 7 For good faith goes out of my mouth, and false lips are disgusting
to me. 8All the words of my mouth are righteousness; there is nothing false or twisted in
them. 9 They are all true to him whose mind is awake, and straightforward to those who
get knowledge. 10Takemy teaching, and not silver; get knowledge in place of the best gold.
11 For wisdom is better than jewels, and all things which may be desired are nothing in
comparisonwith her. 12 I, wisdom, havemadewise behaviourmy near relation; I am seen
tobe the special friendofwise purposes. 13The fear of theLord is seen inhating evil: pride,
a high opinion of oneself, the evil way, and the false tongue, are unpleasing to me. 14Wise
design and good sense aremine; reason and strength aremine. 15Throughme kings have
their power, and rulers give right decisions. 16Through me chiefs have authority, and the
noble ones are judging in righteousness. 17Those who have given me their love are loved
byme, and thosewhomake search formewith carewill getme. 18Wealth and honour are
inmy hands, evenwealth without equal and righteousness. 19My fruit is better than gold,
even than thebest gold; andmy increase ismore to bedesired than silver. 20 I go in the road
of righteousness, in thewayof right judging: 21So that Imaygivemy loverswealth for their
heritage, making their store-houses full. 22 The Lord made me as the start of his way, the
first of his works in the past. 23 From eternal days I was given my place, from the birth of
time, before the earthwas. 24When therewas no deep I was given birth, when there were
no fountains flowing with water. 25Before the mountains were put in their places, before
the hills was my birth: 26When he had not made the earth or the fields or the dust of the
world. 27When hemade ready the heavens I was there: when he put an arch over the face
of the deep: 28When he made strong the skies overhead: when the fountains of the deep
were fixed: 29When he put a limit to the sea, so that the waters might not go against his
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word: when he put in position the bases of the earth: 30Then I was by his side, as amaster
workman: and I was his delight from day to day, playing before him at all times; 31Playing
in his earth; and my delight was with the sons of men. 32 Give ear to me then, my sons:
for happy are those who keep my ways. 33 Take my teaching and be wise; do not let it go.
34Happy is the man who gives ear to me, watching at my doors day by day, keeping his
place by the pillars of my house. 35For whoever gets me gets life, and grace from the Lord
will come to him. 36But he who does evil to me, does wrong to his soul: all my haters are
in love with death.

9
1Wisdom has made her house, putting up her seven pillars. 2 She has put her fat beasts

to death; her wine ismixed, her table is ready. 3She has sent out her women-servants; her
voice goes out to the highest places of the town, saying, 4Whoever is simple, let him come
in here; and to him who has no sense, she says: 5Come, take of my bread, and of my wine
which is mixed. 6Give up the simple ones and have life, and go in the way of knowledge.
7Hewho gives teaching to aman of pride gets shame for himself; hewho says sharpwords
to a sinner gets a bad name. 8Do not say sharp words to a man of pride, or he will have
hate for you; make them clear to a wise man, and you will be dear to him. 9Give teaching
to awiseman, and hewill becomewiser; give training to an uprightman, and his learning
will be increased. 10The fear of the Lord is the start of wisdom, and the knowledge of the
Holy One gives awisemind 11For byme your dayswill be increased, and the years of your
life will be long. 12 If you are wise, you are wise for yourself; if your heart is full of pride,
you only will have the pain of it. 13The foolish woman is full of noise; she has no sense at
all. 14 Seated at the door of her house, in the high places of the town, 15Crying out to those
whogoby, going straight on theirway, she says: 16Whoever is simple, let himcome inhere:
and to himwho is without sense, she says: 17Drink taken without right is sweet, and food
in secret is pleasing. 18 But he does not see that the dead are there, that her guests are in
the deep places of the underworld.

10
1 A wise son makes a glad father, but a foolish son is a sorrow to his mother. 2Wealth

which comes from sin is of no profit, but righteousness gives salvation from death. 3 The
Lord will not let the upright be in need of food, but he puts far from him the desire of the
evil-doers. 4He who is slow in his work becomes poor, but the hand of the ready worker
gets in wealth. 5He who in summer gets together his store is a son who does wisely; but
hewho takes his rest when the grain is being cut is a son causing shame. 6Blessings are on
the head of the upright, but the face of sinners will be coveredwith sorrow. 7Thememory
of the upright is a blessing, but the name of the evil-doerwill be turned to dust. 8Thewise-
hearted man will let himself be ruled, but the man whose talk is foolish will have a fall.
9He whose ways are upright will go safely, but he whose ways are twisted will be made
low. 10Hewhomakes signswith his eyes is a cause of trouble, but hewhomakes aman see
his errors is a cause of peace. 11Themouth of the upright man is a fountain of life, but the
mouth of the evil-doer is a bitter cup. 12Hate is a cause of violent acts, but all errors are
covered up by love. 13 In the lips of him who has knowledge wisdom is seen; but a rod is
ready for the back of himwho is without sense. 14Knowledge is stored up by the wise, but
the mouth of the foolish man is a destruction which is near. 15The property of the man of
wealth is his strong town: thepoorman'sneed ishis destruction. 16Theworkof theupright
gives life: the increase of the evil-doer is a cause of sin. 17Hewho takes note of teaching is a
way of life, but hewho gives up training is a cause of error. 18Hate is covered up by the lips
of theuprightman, buthewho lets out evil about another is foolish. 19Where there ismuch
talk therewill be no end to sin, but hewho keeps hismouth shut doeswisely. 20The tongue
of the uprightman is like tested silver: the heart of the evil-doer is of little value. 21The lips
of the uprightman give food tomen, but the foolish come to death for need of sense. 22The
blessing of the Lord giveswealth: hardworkmakes it no greater. 23 It is sport to the foolish
man to do evil, but the man of good sense takes delight in wisdom. 24 The thing feared by
the evil-doer will come to him, but the upright manwill get his desire. 25When the storm-
wind is past, the sinner is seen no longer, but the upright man is safe for ever. 26Like acid
drink to the teeth and as smoke to the eyes, so is the hater of work to those who send him.
27The fear of the Lord gives long life, but the years of the evil-doer will be cut short. 28The
hope of the upright man will give joy, but the waiting of the evil-doer will have its end in
sorrow. 29 The way of the Lord is a strong tower for the upright man, but destruction to
the workers of evil. 30 The upright man will never be moved, but evil-doers will not have



Proverbs 10:31 454 Proverbs 12:16

a safe resting-place in the land. 31Themouth of the upright man is budding with wisdom,
but the twisted tongue will be cut off. 32 The lips of the upright man have knowledge of
what is pleasing, but twisted are themouths of evil-doers.

11
1 Scales of deceit are hated by the Lord, but a true weight is his delight. 2When pride

comes, there comes shame, but wisdom is with the quiet in spirit. 3 The righteousness of
the upright will be their guide, but the twisted ways of the false will be their destruction.
4Wealth is of no profit in the day ofwrath, but righteousness keeps aman safe fromdeath.
5The righteousness of the goodmanwill make his way straight, but the sin of the evil-doer
will be the cause of his fall. 6 The righteousness of the upright will be their salvation, but
the false will themselves be taken in their evil designs. 7 At the death of an upright man
his hope does not come to an end, but the hope of the evil-doer comes to destruction. 8The
uprightman is taken out of trouble, and in his place comes the sinner. 9With hismouth the
evilman sendsdestructiononhisneighbour; but throughknowledge theupright are taken
out of trouble. 10When things gowell for the uprightman, all the town is glad; at the death
of sinners, there are cries of joy. 11 By the blessing of the upright man the town is made
great, but it is overturnedby themouth of the evil-doer. 12Hewhohas a poor opinion of his
neighbourhas no sense, but awisemankeeps quiet. 13Hewhogoes about talking of others
makes secrets public, but the true-hearted man keeps things covered. 14When there is no
helping suggestion thepeoplewill havea fall, butwithanumberofwise guides theywill be
safe. 15He whomakes himself responsible for a strange man will undergo much loss; but
the hater of such undertakings will be safe. 16A woman who is full of grace is honoured,
but awoman hating righteousness is a seat of shame: those hatingworkwill undergo loss,
but the strong keep their wealth. 17 The man who has mercy will be rewarded, but the
cruel man is the cause of trouble to himself. 18 The sinner gets the payment of deceit; but
his reward is certain who puts in the seed of righteousness. 19 So righteousness gives life;
but hewhogoes after evil gets death for himself. 20Theuncontrolled arehatedby theLord,
but those whose ways are without error are his delight 21 Certainly the evil-doer will not
go free frompunishment, but the seed of the uprightmanwill be safe. 22Like a ring of gold
in the nose of a pig, is a beautiful woman who has no sense. 23 The desire of the upright
man is only for good, but wrath is waiting for the evil-doer. 24Amanmay give freely, and
still his wealth will be increased; and another may keep back more than is right, but only
comes to be in need. 25He who gives blessing will be made fat, but the curser will himself
be cursed. 26He who keeps back grain will be cursed by the people; but a blessing will be
on thehead of himwho lets themhave it for a price. 27Hewho,with all his heart, goes after
what is good is searching for grace; but he who is looking for trouble will get it. 28Hewho
puts his faith in wealth will come to nothing; but the upright man will be full of growth
like the green leaf. 29The troubler of his house will have thewind for his heritage, and the
foolishwill be servant to thewise-hearted. 30The fruit of righteousness is a tree of life, but
violent behaviour takes away souls. 31 If the uprightman is rewarded on earth, howmuch
more the evil-doer and the sinner!

12
1A loverof training is a loverof knowledge; but ahaterof teaching is likeabeast. 2Agood

man has grace in the eyes of the Lord; but the man of evil designs gets punishment from
him. 3Nomanwill make himself safe through evil-doing; but the root of upright men will
never bemoved. 4Awoman of virtue is a crown to her husband; but shewhose behaviour
is a cause of shame is like awasting disease in his bones. 5The purposes of uprightmenare
right, but the designs of evil-doers are deceit. 6Thewords of sinners are destruction for the
upright; but the mouth of upright men is their salvation. 7Evil-doers are overturned and
never seen again, but the house of upright menwill keep its place. 8Amanwill be praised
in themeasure of his wisdom, but awrong-mindedmanwill be looked down on. 9Hewho
is of low position and has a servant, is better than one who has a high opinion of himself
and is in need of bread. 10 An upright man has thought for the life of his beast, but the
hearts of evil-doers are cruel. 11He who does work on his land will not be short of bread;
but he who goes after foolish men is without sense. 12The resting-place of the sinner will
come to destruction, but the root of upright men is for ever. 13 In the sin of the lips is a net
which takes the sinner, but the upright man will come out of trouble. 14 From the fruit of
hismouthwill amanhave good food in fullmeasure, and theworkof aman's handswill be
rewarded. 15Theway of the foolishman seems right to him? but thewiseman gives ear to
suggestions. 16A foolishman lets his trouble be openly seen, but a sharpman keeps shame
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secret. 17 The breathing out of true words gives knowledge of righteousness; but a false
witness gives out deceit. 18 There are some whose uncontrolled talk is like the wounds of
a sword, but the tongue of the wise makes one well again. 19True lips are certain for ever,
but a false tongue is only for a minute. 20Deceit is in the heart of those whose designs are
evil, but for those purposing peace there is joy. 21No trouble will come to upright men,
but sinners will be full of evil. 22False lips are hated by the Lord, but those whose acts are
true are his delight. 23A sharpman keeps back his knowledge; but the heart of foolishmen
makes clear their foolish thoughts. 24 The hand of the ready worker will have authority,
but he who is slow in his work will be put to forced work. 25 Care in the heart of a man
makes it weighted down, but a good word makes it glad. 26 The upright man is a guide to
his neighbour, but theway of evil-doers is a cause of error to them. 27Hewho is slow in his
work does not go in search of food; but the ready worker gets much wealth. 28 In the road
of righteousness is life, but the way of the evil-doer goes to death.

13
1Awise son is a lover of teaching, but the ears of the haters of authority are shut to sharp

words. 2Amanwill get good fromthe fruit ofhis lips, but thedesireof the false is forviolent
acts. 3He who keeps a watch on his mouth keeps his life; but he whose lips are open wide
will have destruction. 4The hater of work does not get his desires, but the soul of the hard
workers will be made fat. 5The upright man is a hater of false words: the evil-doer gets a
bad name and is put to shame. 6Righteousness keeps safe himwhoseway iswithout error,
but evil-doers are overturned by sin. 7Amanmay be acting as if he had wealth, but have
nothing; another may seem poor, but have great wealth. 8 A man will give his wealth in
exchange for his life; but the poor will not give ear to sharp words. 9There is a glad dawn
for the upright man, but the light of the sinner will be put out. 10 The only effect of pride
is fighting; but wisdom is with the quiet in spirit. 11Wealth quickly got will become less;
but he who gets a store by the work of his hands will have it increased. 12Hope put off is a
weariness to the heart; butwhenwhat is desired comes, it is a tree of life. 13Hewhomakes
sport of the word will come to destruction, but the respecter of the law will be rewarded.
14 The teaching of the wise is a fountain of life, turning men away from the nets of death.
15Wise behaviour gets approval, but the way of the false is their destruction. 16 A sharp
man does everything with knowledge, but a foolishmanmakes clear his foolish thoughts.
17Aman taking falsenews is a causeof trouble, but hewhogivesnews rightlymakes things
well. 18Need and shamewill be the fate of himwho is uncontrolled by training; but hewho
takes note of teaching will be honoured. 19 To get one's desire is sweet to the soul, but to
give up evil is disgusting to the foolish. 20Gowithwisemen and bewise: but hewho keeps
companywith the foolish will be broken. 21Evil will overtake sinners, but the upright will
be rewarded with good. 22The heritage of the good man is handed down to his children's
children; and the wealth of the sinner is stored up for the upright man. 23 There is much
food in the ploughed land of the poor; but it is taken away bywrongdoing. 24Hewho keeps
back his rod is unkind to his son: the loving father gives punishment with care. 25 The
upright man has food to the full measure of his desire, but there will be no food for the
stomach of evil-doers.

14
1Wisdom is buildingherhouse, but the foolishwoman is pulling it downwithherhands.

2Hewhogoesonhisway in righteousnesshasbeforehimthe fearof theLord; buthewhose
waysare twistedgiveshimnohonour. 3 In themouthof the foolishman isa rod forhisback,
but the lips of the wise will keep them safe. 4Where there are no oxen, their food-place
is clean; but much increase comes through the strength of the ox. 5 A true witness does
not say what is false, but a false witness is breathing out deceit. 6 The hater of authority,
searching for wisdom, does not get it; but knowledge comes readily to the open-minded
man. 7 Go away from the foolish man, for you will not see the lips of knowledge. 8 The
wisdom of the man of good sense makes his way clear; but the unwise behaviour of the
foolish is deceit. 9 In the tents of those hating authority there is error, but in the house of
the upright man there is grace. 10No one has knowledge of a man's grief but himself; and
a strange person has no part in his joy. 11 The house of the sinner will be overturned, but
the tent of the upright man will do well. 12 There is a way which seems straight before a
man, but its end is the ways of death. 13 Even while laughing the heart may be sad; and
after joy comes sorrow. 14Hewhose heart is turned awaywill have the reward of his ways
in full measure; but a goodmanwill have the reward of his doings. 15The simpleman has
faith in every word, but the man of good sense gives thought to his footsteps. 16 The wise
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man, fearing, keeps himself from evil; but the foolish man goes on in his pride, with no
thought of danger. 17He who is quickly angry will do what is foolish, but the man of good
sense will have quiet. 18 Foolish behaviour is the heritage of the simple, but men of good
sense are crowned with knowledge. 19The knees of the evil are bent before the good; and
sinners godown in thedust at thedoors of theupright. 20Thepoorman is hated evenbyhis
neighbour, but theman of wealth has numbers of friends. 21Hewho has no respect for his
neighbour is a sinner, but he who has pity for the poor is happy. 22Will not the designers
of evil come into error? But mercy and good faith are for the designers of good. 23 In all
hardwork there is profit, but talk onlymakes amanpoor. 24Theirwisdom is a crown to the
wise, but their foolish behaviour is round the head of the unwise. 25A true witness is the
saviour of lives; but hewho says false things is a cause of deceit. 26For him inwhose heart
is the fear of the Lord there is strong hope: and his children will have a safe place. 27The
fear of the Lord is a fountain of life, by which one may be turned from the nets of death.
28A king's glory is in the number of his people: and for need of people a rulermay come to
destruction. 29Hewho is slow to be angry has great good sense; but hewhose spirit is over-
quick gives support to what is foolish. 30A quiet mind is the life of the body, but envy is a
disease in the bones. 31He who is hard on the poor puts shame on his Maker; but he who
has mercy on those who are in need gives him honour. 32 The sinner is overturned in his
evil-doing, but the upright man has hope in his righteousness. 33Wisdom has her resting-
place in the mind of the wise, but she is not seen among the foolish. 34By righteousness a
nation is lifted up, but sin is a cause of shame to the peoples. 35The king has pleasure in a
servant who does wisely, but his wrath is against himwho is a cause of shame.

15
1 By a soft answer wrath is turned away, but a bitter word is a cause of angry feelings.

2 Knowledge is dropping from the tongue of the wise; but from the mouth of the foolish
comes a stream of foolish words. 3The eyes of the Lord are in every place, keeping watch
on the evil and the good. 4A comforting tongue is a tree of life, but a twisted tongue is a
crushing of the spirit. 5 A foolish man puts no value on his father's training; but he who
has respect for teaching has good sense. 6 In the house of the upright man there is a great
store of wealth; but in the profits of the sinner there is trouble. 7The lips of the wise keep
knowledge, but the heart of the foolish man is not right. 8 The offering of the evil-doer is
disgusting to theLord, but theprayer of theuprightman is his delight. 9Thewayof the evil-
doer is disgusting to the Lord, but he who goes after righteousness is dear to him. 10There
is bitter punishment for him who is turned from the way; and death will be the fate of
the hater of teaching. 11Before the Lord are the underworld and destruction: how much
more, then, the hearts of the children of men! 12 The hater of authority has no love for
teaching: hewill not go to thewise. 13A glad heartmakes a shining face, but by the sorrow
of the heart the spirit is broken. 14 The heart of the man of good sense goes in search of
knowledge, but foolish things are the food of the unwise. 15All the days of the troubled are
evil; but he whose heart is glad has an unending feast. 16Better is a little with the fear of
the Lord, than great wealth together with trouble. 17Better is a simplemeal where love is,
than a fat ox and hate with it. 18An angry man makes men come to blows, but he who is
slow to get angry puts an end to fighting. 19Thorns are round theway of the hater ofwork;
but the road of the hard worker becomes a highway. 20 A wise son makes a glad father,
but a foolish man has no respect for his mother. 21 Foolish behaviour is joy to the unwise;
but a man of good sense makes his way straight. 22Where there are no wise suggestions,
purposes come to nothing; but by a number ofwise guides they aremade certain. 23Aman
has joy in the answer of his mouth: and a word at the right time, how good it is! 24Acting
wisely is the way of life, guiding a man away from the underworld. 25 The house of the
man of pridewill be uprooted by the Lord, but hewillmake safe the heritage of thewidow.
26Evil designs are disgusting to the Lord, but the words of the clean-hearted are pleasing.
27Hewhose desires are fixed on profit is a cause of trouble to his family; but hewhohas no
desire for offerings will have life. 28 The heart of the upright gives thought to his answer;
but from the mouth of the evil-doer comes a stream of evil things. 29The Lord is far from
sinners, but his ear is open to the prayer of the upright. 30The light of the eyes is a joy to the
heart, and good news makes the bones fat. 31 The man whose ear is open to the teaching
of life will have his place among the wise. 32Hewhowill not be controlled by training has
no respect for his soul, but he who gives ear to teaching will get wisdom. 33The fear of the
Lord is the teaching of wisdom; and a low opinion of oneself goes before honour.
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16
1The designs of the heart are man's, but the answer of the tongue comes from the Lord.

2All aman's ways are clean to himself; but the Lord puts men's spirits into his scales. 3Put
your works into the hands of the Lord, and your purposes will be made certain. 4 The
Lord has made everything for his purpose, even the sinner for the day of evil. 5Everyone
who has pride in his heart is disgusting to the Lord: he will certainly not go free from
punishment. 6 By mercy and good faith evil-doing is taken away: and by the fear of the
Lord men are turned away from evil. 7When a man's ways are pleasing to the Lord, he
makes even his haters be at peace with him. 8 Better is a little with righteousness, than
great wealth with wrongdoing. 9 A man may make designs for his way, but the Lord is
the guide of his steps. 10Decision is in the lips of the king: his mouth will not go wrong in
judging. 11Truemeasures and scales are the Lord's: all theweights of the bag are hiswork.
12Evil-doing isdisgusting tokings: for the seatof the ruler isbasedonrighteousness. 13Lips
of righteousness are the delight of kings; and he who says what is upright is dear to him.
14Thewrath of the king is like thosewho give news of death, but awisemanwill put peace
in place of it. 15 In the light of the king's face there is life; and his approval is like a cloud of
spring rain. 16Howmuchbetter it is to getwisdom than gold! and to get knowledge ismore
to be desired than silver. 17The highway of the upright is to be turned away from evil: he
who takes care of his way will keep his soul. 18 Pride goes before destruction, and a stiff
spirit before a fall. 19 Better it is to have a gentle spirit with the poor, than to take part in
the rewards of warwithmen of pride. 20Hewho gives attention to the law of right will get
good; and whoever puts his faith in the Lord is happy. 21The wise-hearted will be named
men of good sense: and by pleasing words learning is increased. 22Wisdom is a fountain
of life to himwhohas it; but the punishment of the foolish is their foolish behaviour. 23The
heart of the wise man is the teacher of his mouth, and gives increased learning to his lips.
24 Pleasing words are like honey, sweet to the soul and new life to the bones. 25 There is a
way which seems straight before a man, but its end is the ways of death. 26 The desire of
the working man is working for him, for his need of food is driving him on. 27A good-for-
nothingman is a designer of evil, and in his lips there is a burning fire. 28Aman of twisted
purposes is a cause of fighting everywhere: and he who says evil secretly makes trouble
between friends. 29A violentman puts desire of evil into his neighbour'smind, andmakes
him go in awaywhich is not good. 30Hewhose eyes are shut is aman of twisted purposes,
and he who keeps his lips shut tight makes evil come about. 31The grey head is a crown of
glory, if it is seen in the way of righteousness. 32He who is slow to be angry is better than
a man of war, and he who has control over his spirit than he who takes a town. 33A thing
may be put to the decision of chance, but it comes about through the Lord.

17
1Better a bit of dry bread in peace, than a house full of feasting and violent behaviour.

2A servantwhodoeswiselywill have rule over a son causing shame, andwill have his part
in the heritage among brothers. 3 The heating-pot is for silver and the oven-fire for gold,
but the Lord is the tester of hearts. 4A wrongdoer gives attention to evil lips, and a man
of deceit gives ear to a damaging tongue. 5Whoever makes sport of the poor puts shame
on his Maker; and he who is glad because of trouble will not go free from punishment.
6 Children's children are the crown of old men, and the glory of children is their fathers.
7Fair words are not to be looked for from a foolishman, much less are false lips in a ruler.
8An offering ofmoney is like a stone of great price in the eyes of himwho has it: wherever
he goes, he does well. 9He who keeps a sin covered is looking for love; but he who keeps
on talking of a thing makes division between friends. 10 A word of protest goes deeper
into one who has sense than a hundred blows into a foolish man. 11An uncontrolled man
is only looking for trouble, so a cruel servant will be sent against him. 12 It is better to
come face to facewith a bearwhose young ones have been taken away thanwith a foolish
man acting foolishly. 13 If anyone gives back evil for good, evil will never go away fromhis
house. 14 The start of fighting is like the letting out of water: so give up before it comes to
blows. 15Hewho gives a decision for the evil-doer and hewho gives a decision against the
upright, are equally disgusting to the Lord. 16How will money in the hand of the foolish
get himwisdom, seeing that he has no sense? 17A friend is loving at all times, and becomes
a brother in times of trouble. 18Amanwithout sense gives his hand in an agreement, and
makes himself responsible before his neighbour. 19 The lover of fighting is a lover of sin:
he who makes high his doorway is looking for destruction. 20Nothing good comes to him
whose heart is fixed on evil purposes: and hewho has an evil tonguewill come to trouble.
21He who has an unwise son gets sorrow for himself, and the father of a foolish son has
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no joy. 22A glad heart makes a healthy body, but a crushed spirit makes the bones dry. 23A
sinner takes anofferingout of his robe, to get adecision forhimself in a cause. 24Wisdom is
before the faceofhimwhohas sense; but theeyesof the foolishareon theendsof theearth.
25A foolish son is a grief to his father, and bitter pain to her who gave him birth. 26To give
punishment to the upright is not good, or to give blows to the noble for their righteousness.
27He who has knowledge says little: and he who has a calm spirit is a man of good sense.
28Even the foolishman, when he keeps quiet, is taken to bewise: when his lips are shut he
is credited with good sense.

18
1He who keeps himself separate for his private purpose goes against all good sense. 2A

foolishman has no pleasure in good sense, but only to let what is in his heart come to light.
3When the evil-doer comes, a low opinion comes with him, and with the loss of honour
comes shame. 4Thewords of aman's mouth are like deep waters: the fountain of wisdom
is like a flowing stream. 5To have respect for the person of the evil-doer is not good, or to
give awrong decision against the upright. 6A foolishman's lips are a cause of fighting, and
his mouth makes him open to blows. 7The mouth of a foolish man is his destruction, and
his lips are a net for his soul. 8Thewords of onewho says evil of his neighbour secretly are
like sweet food, and go down into the inner parts of the stomach. 9He who does not give
hismind to hiswork is brother to himwhomakes destruction. 10The name of the Lord is a
strong tower: the uprightman running into it is safe. 11The property of aman of wealth is
his strong town, and it is as ahighwall in the thoughts ofhisheart. 12Beforedestruction the
heart of man is full of pride, and before honour goes a gentle spirit. 13 To give an answer
before hearing is a foolish thing and a cause of shame. 14 The spirit of a man will be his
support when he is ill; but how may a broken spirit be lifted up? 15 The heart of the man
of good sense gets knowledge; the ear of the wise is searching for knowledge. 16A man's
offeringmakes roomforhim, lettinghimcomebefore greatmen. 17Themanwhofirst puts
his cause before the judge seems to be in the right; but then his neighbour comes and puts
his cause in its true light. 18 The decision of chance puts an end to argument, parting the
strong. 19Abrotherwounded is like a strong town, and violent acts are like a locked tower.
20With the fruit of a man's mouth his stomach will be full; the produce of his lips will be
his in full measure. 21Death and life are in the power of the tongue; and those to whom it
is dear will have its fruit for their food. 22Whoever gets a wife gets a good thing, and has
the approval of the Lord. 23The poormanmakes requests for grace, but theman ofwealth
gives a rough answer. 24There are friends who may be a man's destruction, but there is a
lover who keeps nearer than a brother.

19
1Better is the poormanwhoseways are upright, than themanofwealthwhoseways are

twisted. 2Further,withoutknowledgedesire isnot good; andhewho isover-quick inacting
goes out of the right way. 3By his foolish behaviour aman's ways are turned upside down,
and his heart is bitter against the Lord. 4Wealth makes a great number of friends; but the
poor man is parted from his friend. 5A false witness will not go without punishment, and
the breather out of deceit will not go free. 6Great numbers will make attempts to get the
approval of a ruler: and everyman is the special friend of himwho has something to give.
7All the brothers of the poor man are against him: how much more do his friends go far
from him! ... 8He who gets wisdom has love for his soul: he who keeps good sense will
get what is truly good. 9A false witness will not go without punishment, and the breather
out of deceit will be cut off. 10Material comfort is not good for the foolish; much less for
a servant to be put over rulers. 11A man's good sense makes him slow to wrath, and the
overlooking of wrongdoing is his glory. 12 The king's wrath is like the loud cry of a lion,
but his approval is like dew on the grass. 13A foolish son is the destruction of his father;
and the bitter arguments of a wife are like drops of rain falling without end. 14House and
wealth are a heritage from fathers, but a wife with good sense is from the Lord. 15Hate of
work sends deep sleep on a man: and he who has no industry will go without food. 16He
who keeps the law keeps his soul; but death will be the fate of him who takes no note of
the word. 17He who has pity on the poor gives to the Lord, and the Lord will give him his
reward. 18Give your son training while there is hope; let not your heart be purposing his
death. 19Aman of great wrath will have to take his punishment: for if you get him out of
trouble youwill have to do it again. 20Let your ear be open to suggestion and take teaching,
so that at the end youmay bewise. 21Aman's heartmay be full of designs, but the purpose
of the Lord is unchanging. 22The ornament of aman is hismercy, and a poorman is better
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than onewho is false. 23The fear of the Lord gives life: and hewho has it will have need of
nothing; no evil will come his way. 24The hater of work puts his hand deep into the basin,
and will not even take it to his mouth again. 25When blows overtake the man of pride,
the simple will get sense; say sharp words to the wise, and knowledge will be made clear
to him. 26He who is violent to his father, driving away his mother, is a son causing shame
and a bad name. 27A son who no longer gives attention to teaching is turned away from
thewords of knowledge. 28Agood-for-nothingwitnessmakes sport of the judge's decision:
and the mouth of evil-doers sends out evil like a stream. 29Rods are being made ready for
theman of pride, and blows for the back of the foolish.

20
1Wine makes men foolish, and strong drink makes men come to blows; and whoever

comes into error through these is not wise. 2 The wrath of a king is like the loud cry of a
lion: he who makes him angry does wrong against himself. 3 It is an honour for a man
to keep from fighting, but the foolish are ever at war. 4 The hater of work will not do his
ploughing because of the winter; so at the time of grain-cutting he will be requesting food
and will get nothing. 5 The purpose in the heart of a man is like deep water, but a man of
good sense will get it out. 6Most men make no secret of their kind acts: but where is a
man of good faith to be seen? 7Anuprightman goes on in his righteousness: happy are his
children after him! 8A king on the seat of judging puts to flight all evil with his eyes. 9Who
is able to say, I have made my heart clean, I am free frommy sin? 10Unequal weights and
unequalmeasures, they are all disgusting to the Lord. 11Even a childmay be judged by his
doings, if his work is free from sin and if it is right. 12 The hearing ear and the seeing eye
are equally the Lord's work. 13Do not be a lover of sleep, or you will become poor: keep
your eyes open, and youwill have bread enough. 14Apoor thing, a poor thing, says hewho
is givingmoney for goods: but when he has gone on his way, then hemakes clear his pride
in what he has got. 15 There is gold and a store of corals: but the lips of knowledge are a
jewel of great price. 16Take aman's clothing if he makes himself responsible for a strange
man, and get an undertaking from him who gives his word for strange men. 17 Bread of
deceit is sweet to a man; but after, his mouth will be full of sand. 18 Every purpose is put
into effect by wise help: and by wise guiding make war. 19He who goes about talking of
the business of others gives away secrets: so have nothing to do with him whose lips are
open wide. 20 If anyone puts a curse on his father or his mother, his light will be put out in
the blackest night. 21A heritage may be got quickly at first, but the end of it will not be a
blessing. 22Do not say, I will give punishment for evil: go on waiting for the Lord, and he
will be your saviour. 23Unequalweights are disgusting to the Lord, and false scales are not
good. 24A man's steps are of the Lord; how then may a man have knowledge of his way?
25 It is a danger to a man to say without thought, It is holy, and, after taking his oaths, to
be questioning if it is necessary to keep them. 26A wise king puts evil-doers to flight, and
makes their evil-doing come back on them. 27The Lord keepswatch over the spirit ofman,
searching all the deepest parts of the body. 28Mercy and good faith keep the king safe, and
the seat of his power is based on upright acts. 29The glory of young men is their strength,
and thehonourof oldmen is their greyhairs. 30By thewoundsof the rodevil is takenaway,
and blowsmake clean the deepest parts of the body.

21
1Theking'sheart in thehandsof theLord is like thewater streams, andbyhimit is turned

in any direction at his pleasure. 2Every way of a man seems right to himself, but the Lord
is the tester of hearts. 3 To do what is right and true is more pleasing to the Lord than an
offering. 4A high look and a heart of pride, ***of the evil-doer is sin. 5The purposes of the
manof industryhave their outcomeonly inwealth; but onewho isover-quick inactingwill
only come tobe inneed. 6Hewhogets stores ofwealthbya false tongue, is going afterwhat
is only breath, and searching for death. 7By their violent acts the evil-doers will be pulled
away, because theyhavenodesire todowhat is right. 8Twisted is thewayofhimwho is full
of crime; but as for himwhose heart is clean, hiswork is upright. 9 It is better to be living in
an angle of the house-top, thanwith a bitter-tonguedwoman in awide house. 10The desire
of the evil-doer is fixed on evil: he has no kind feeling for his neighbour. 11When theman
of pride undergoes punishment, the simple man gets wisdom; and by watching the wise
he gets knowledge. 12 The Upright One, looking on the house of the evil-doer, lets sinners
be overturned to their destruction. 13Hewhose ears are stopped at the cry of the poor, will
himself get no answer to his cry for help. 14By a secret offering wrath is turned away, and
the heat of angry feelings by money in the folds of the robe. 15 It is a joy to the good man
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to do right, but it is destruction to the workers of evil. 16 The wanderer from the way of
knowledge will have his resting-place among the shades. 17The lover of pleasure will be a
poor man: the lover of wine and oil will not get wealth. 18The evil-doer will be given as a
price for the life of the goodman, and the worker of deceit in the place of the upright. 19 It
is better to be living in awaste land, thanwith a bitter-tongued andangrywoman. 20There
is a store of great value in the house of the wise, but it is wasted by the foolish man. 21He
who goes after righteousness andmercy will get life, righteousness, and honour. 22Awise
man goes up into the town of the strong ones, and overcomes its strength in which they
put their faith. 23He who keeps watch over his mouth and his tongue keeps his soul from
troubles. 24 The man of pride, lifted up in soul, is named high-hearted; he is acting in an
outburst of pride. 25 The desire of the hater of work is death to him, for his hands will do
no work. 26All the day the sinner goes after his desire: but the upright man gives freely,
keeping nothing back. 27 The offering of evil-doers is disgusting: how much more when
they give it with an evil purpose! 28A falsewitness will be cut off, ... 29The evil-doermakes
his face hard, but as for the upright, he gives thought to hisway. 30Wisdomandknowledge
andwise suggestions are of no use against the Lord. 31The horse ismade ready for the day
of war, but power to overcome is from the Lord.

22
1A good name ismore to be desired than greatwealth, and to be respected is better than

silver and gold. 2 The man of wealth and the poor man come face to face: the Lord is the
maker of them all. 3The sharpman sees the evil and takes cover: the simple go straight on
and get into trouble. 4The reward of a gentle spirit and the fear of the Lord is wealth and
honour and life. 5Thorns and nets are in the way of the twisted: he who keeps watch over
his soul will be far from them. 6 If a child is trained up in the right way, even when he is
old he will not be turned away from it. 7Theman of wealth has rule over the poor, and he
who gets into debt is a servant to his creditor. 8By planting the seed of evil a man will get
in the grain of sorrow, and the rod of his wrathwill be broken. 9Hewho is kindwill have a
blessing, for he gives of his bread to the poor. 10Send away themanof pride, and argument
will go out; truly fighting and shamewill come to an end. 11Hewhose heart is clean is dear
to the Lord; for the grace of his lips the king will be his friend. 12The eyes of the Lord keep
knowledge, but by him the acts of the false man will be overturned. 13 The hater of work
says, There is a lion outside: I will be put to death in the streets. 14 The mouth of strange
women is a deep hole: hewithwhom the Lord is angrywill go down into it. 15Foolishways
are deep-seated in the heart of a child, but the rod of punishment will send them far from
him. 16Hewho is cruel to thepoor for thepurposeof increasinghis profit, andhewhogives
to themanofwealth,will only come to be inneed. 17Let your ear be bent down for hearing
mywords, and let your heart give thought to knowledge. 18For it is a delight to keep them
in your heart, to have them ready on your lips. 19 So that your faith may be in the Lord,
I have made them clear to you this day, even to you. 20Have I not put in writing for you
thirty sayings, with wise suggestions and knowledge, 21 To make you see how certain are
truewords, so that youmaygive a true answer to thosewhoput questions to you? 22Donot
take away the property of the poorman because he is poor, or be cruel to the crushed ones
when they come before the judge: 23For the Lordwill give support to their cause, and take
the life of thosewho take their goods. 24Donotbe friendswithamanwho is given towrath;
do not go in the company of an angry man: 25 For fear of learning his ways and making a
net ready for your soul. 26 Be not one of those who give their hands in an agreement, or
of those whomake themselves responsible for debts: 27 If you have nothing with which to
make payment, hewill take away your bed fromunder you. 28Let not the old landmark be
moved which your fathers have put in place. 29Have you seen a man who is expert in his
business? he will take his place before kings; his place will not be among low persons.

23
1When you take your seat at the feast with a ruler, give thought with care to what is

before you; 2And put a knife to your throat, if you have a strong desire for food. 3Have no
desire forhis delicate food, for it is thebreadofdeceit. 4Takeno care to getwealth; let there
beanend toyourdesire formoney. 5Areyoureyes liftedup to it? it is gone: forwealth takes
to itself wings, like an eagle in flight up to heaven. 6Donot take the food of himwho has an
evil eye, or have any desire for his delicatemeat: 7For as the thoughts of his heart are, so is
he: Take food and drink, he says to you; but his heart is not with you. 8The foodwhich you
have taken will come up again, and your pleasing words will be wasted. 9 Say nothing in
the hearing of a foolish man, for he will put no value on the wisdom of your words. 10Do
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not let the landmark of the widow be moved, and do not go into the fields of those who
have no father; 11 For their saviour is strong, and he will take up their cause against you.
12 Give your heart to teaching, and your ears to the words of knowledge. 13 Do not keep
back training from the child: for even if you give him blows with the rod, it will not be
death to him. 14Give him blows with the rod, and keep his soul safe from the underworld.
15My son, if your heart becomes wise, I, even I, will be glad in heart; 16And my thoughts
inmewill be full of joy when your lips say right things. 17Have no envy of sinners in your
heart, but keep in the fear of the Lord all through the day; 18 For without doubt there is a
future, and your hope will not be cut off. 19 Give ear, my son, and be wise, guiding your
heart in the right way. 20Do not be among those who give themselves to wine-drinking, or
among those who make themselves full with meat: 21 For those who take delight in drink
and feastingwill come tobe inneed; and through loveof sleepamanwill bepoorly clothed.
22Give ear to your father whose child you are, and do not keep honour from your mother
when she is old. 23Get for yourself that which is true, and do not let it go for money; get
wisdomand teaching and good sense. 24The father of the uprightmanwill be glad, and he
who has a wise child will have joy because of him. 25Let your father and your mother be
glad, let her who gave you birth have joy. 26My son, give me your heart, and let your eyes
take delight in my ways. 27 For a loose woman is a deep hollow, and a strange woman is a
narrowwater-hole. 28Yes, she is waiting secretly like a beast for its food, and deceit by her
is increased amongmen. 29Who says, Oh! who says, Ah! who has violent arguments, who
has grief, who has wounds without cause, whose eyes are dark? 30 Those who are seated
late over thewine: thosewhogo looking formixedwine. 31Keepyour eyes from lookingon
the wine when it is red, when its colour is bright in the cup, when it goes smoothly down:
32 In the end, its bite is like that of a snake, its wound like the wound of a poison-snake.
33Your eyes will see strange things, and you will say twisted things. 34Yes, you will be like
him who takes his rest on the sea, or on the top of a sail-support. 35 They have overcome
me, you will say, and I have no pain; they gave me blows without my feeling them: when
will I be awake frommywine? I will go after it again.

24
1Have no envy for evil men, or any desire to be with them: 2 For the purposes of their

hearts are destruction, and their lips are talking of trouble. 3 The building of a house is
by wisdom, and by reason it is made strong: 4And by knowledge its rooms are full of all
dear and pleasing things. 5Awise man is strong; and aman of knowledgemakes strength
greater. 6 For by wise guiding you will overcome in war: and in a number of wise guides
there is salvation. 7Wisdom is outside the power of the foolish: he keeps hismouth shut in
the public place. 8He whose purposes are bad will be named a man of evil designs. 9 The
purpose of the foolish is sin: and the hater of authority is disgusting to others. 10 If you give
way in the day of trouble, your strength is small. 11Be the saviour of those who are given
up to death, and donot keep back help from thosewho are slipping to destruction. 12 If you
say, See, we had no knowledge of this: does not the tester of hearts give thought to it? and
he who keeps your soul, has he no knowledge of it? and will he not give to every man the
reward of his work? 13My son, take honey, for it is good; and the flowing honey, which is
sweet to your taste: 14So let your desire be forwisdom: if youhave it, therewill be a future,
and your hope will not be cut off. 15 Do not keep a secret watch, O evil-doer, against the
fields of the upright man, or send destruction on his resting-place: 16 For an upright man,
after falling seven times, will get up again: but trouble is the downfall of the evil. 17Do not
be glad at the fall of your hater, and let not your heart have joy at his downfall: 18For fear
that the Lord may see it, and it may be evil in his eyes, and his wrath may be turned away
fromhim. 19Do not be troubled because of evil-doers, or have envy of sinners: 20For there
will be no future for the evilman; the light of sinnerswill be put out. 21Myson, go in fear of
the Lord and the king: have nothing to dowith thosewho are in high positions: 22For their
downfall will come suddenly; and who has knowledge of the destruction of those in high
positions? 23 These are more sayings of the wise: To have respect for a person's position
when judging is not good. 24He who says to the evil-doer, You are upright, will be cursed
bypeoples andhatedbynations. 25But thosewho say sharpwords tohimwill havedelight,
and a blessing of good will come on them. 26He gives a kiss with his lips who gives a right
answer. 27 Put your work in order outside, and make it ready in the field; and after that,
see to the building of your house. 28Do not be a violent witness against your neighbour, or
let your lips say what is false. 29 Say not, I will do to him as he has done to me; I will give
theman the reward of his work. 30 I went by the field of the hater of work, and by the vine-
garden of the man without sense; 31And it was all full of thorns, and covered with waste
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plants, and its stonewall was broken down. 32Then looking at it, I gave thought: I saw, and
I got teaching from it. 33A little sleep, a little rest, a little folding of the hands in sleep: 34So
loss will come on you like an outlaw, and your need like an armedman.

25
1 These are more wise sayings of Solomon, copied out by the men of Hezekiah, king of

Judah. 2 It is the glory of God to keep a thing secret: but the glory of kings is to have it
searched out. 3 The heaven is high and the earth is deep, and the hearts of kings may not
be searchedout. 4Takeaway thewaste fromsilver, andavesselwill comeout for the silver-
worker. 5Takeawayevil-doers frombefore theking, and the seat of his powerwill bemade
strong in righteousness. 6 Do not take glory for yourself before the king, and do not put
yourself in the place of the great: 7For it is better to have it said to you, Come up here; than
for you to be put down in a lower place before the ruler. 8Donot be quick to go to lawabout
what you have seen, for what will you do in the end, when your neighbour has put you to
shame? 9Have a talk with your neighbour himself about your cause, but do not give away
the secret of another: 10Or your hearer may say evil of you, and your shame will not be
turned away. 11Aword at the right time is like apples of gold in a network of silver. 12Like
a nose-ring of gold and an ornament of the best gold, is a wise manwho says sharp words
to an ear ready to give attention. 13As the cold of snow in the time of grain-cutting, so is
a true servant to those who send him; for he gives new life to the soul of his master. 14As
clouds and wind without rain, so is one who takes credit for an offering he has not given.
15A judge is moved by one who for a long time undergoes wrongs without protest, and by
a soft tongue even bone is broken. 16 If you have honey, take only as much as is enough
for you; for fear that, being full of it, you may not be able to keep it down. 17 Let not your
foot be frequently in your neighbour's house, or he may get tired of you, and his feeling
be turned to hate. 18One who gives false witness against his neighbour is a hammer and
a sword and a sharp arrow. 19Putting one's faith in a false man in time of trouble is like a
broken tooth and a shaking foot. 20Like onewho takes off clothing in coldweather and like
acid on awound, is hewhomakesmelody to a sad heart. 21 If your hater is in need of food,
give him bread; and if he is in need of drink, give himwater: 22For so youwill put coals of
fire on his head, and the Lord will give you your reward. 23As the north wind gives birth
to rain, so is an angry face caused by a tongue saying evil secretly. 24 It is better to be living
in an angle of the house-top, thanwith a bitter-tonguedwoman in awide house. 25As cold
water to a tired soul, so is good news from a far country. 26Like a troubled fountain and a
dirty spring, is an upright man who has to give way before evil-doers. 27 It is not good to
takemuchhoney: so hewho is not looking for honourwill be honoured. 28Hewhose spirit
is uncontrolled is like an unwalled townwhich has been broken into.

26
1Like snow in summer and rainwhen the grain is being cut, so honour is not natural for

the foolish. 2As the sparrow in her wandering and the swallow in her flight, so the curse
does not come without a cause. 3A whip for the horse, a mouth-bit for the ass, and a rod
for the back of the foolish. 4Do not give to the foolish man a foolish answer, or you will be
like him. 5Give a foolish man a foolish answer, or he will seem wise to himself. 6He who
sends news by the hand of a foolish man is cutting off his feet and drinking in damage.
7The legs of one who has no power of walking are hanging loose; so is a wise saying in the
mouth of the foolish. 8Giving honour to a foolish man is like attempting to keep a stone
fixed in a cord. 9 Like a thorn which goes up into the hand of a man overcome by drink,
so is a wise saying in the mouth of a foolish man. 10 Like an archer wounding all who go
by, is a foolish man overcome by drink. 11Like a dog going back to the food which he has
not been able to keep down, is the foolish man doing his foolish acts over again. 12Have
you seen a man who seems to himself to be wise? There is more hope for the foolish than
for him. 13 The hater of work says, There is a lion in the way; a lion is in the streets. 14A
door is turned on its pillar, and the hater of work on his bed. 15The hater of work puts his
hand deep into the basin: lifting it again to his mouth is a weariness to him. 16 The hater
of work seems to himself wiser than sevenmenwho are able to give an answer with good
sense. 17He who gets mixed up in a fight which is not his business, is like one who takes
a dog by the ears while it is going by. 18 As one who is off his head sends about flaming
sticks and arrows of death, 19 So is the manwho gets the better of his neighbour by deceit,
and says, Am I not doing so in sport? 20Without wood, the fire goes out; and where there
is no secret talk, argument is ended. 21 Like breath on coals and wood on fire, so a man
given to argument gets a fight started. 22The words of one who says evil of his neighbour
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secretly are like sweet food, they go down into the inner parts of the stomach. 23 Smooth
lips and an evil heart are like a vessel of earth plated with silver waste. 24With his lips the
hater makes things seemwhat they are not, but deceit is stored up inside him; 25When he
says fair words, have no belief in him; for in his heart are seven evils: 26 Though his hate
is covered with deceit, his sin will be seen openly before the meeting of the people. 27He
whomakes a hole in the earthwill himself go falling into it: and onhimbywhoma stone is
rolled the stone will come back again. 28A false tongue has hate for those who have clean
hearts, and a smoothmouth is a cause of falling.

27
1Donotmake anoise about tomorrow, for you are not certainwhat a day's outcomemay

be. 2Let anotherman give you praise, and not yourmouth; onewho is strange to you, and
not your lips. 3A stone has great weight, and sand is crushing; but the wrath of the foolish
is of greater weight than these. 4Wrath is cruel, and angry feeling an overflowing stream;
butwhodoes not givewaybefore envy? 5Better is open protest than love kept secret. 6The
wounds of a friend are given in good faith, but the kisses of a hater are false. 7The fullman
has no use for honey, but to the man in need of food every bitter thing is sweet. 8 Like a
bird wandering from the place of her eggs is a man wandering from his station. 9Oil and
perfumemake glad the heart, and thewise suggestion of a friend is sweet to the soul. 10Do
not give up your friend and your father's friend; and donot go into your brother's house in
the day of your trouble: better is a neighbourwho is near than a brother far off. 11My son,
be wise andmakemy heart glad, so that I may give back an answer to himwho puts me to
shame. 12 The sharp man sees the evil and takes cover: the simple go straight on and get
into trouble. 13 Take a man's clothing if he makes himself responsible for a strange man,
and get an undertaking from him who gives his word for strange men. 14He who gives a
blessing to his friend with a loud voice, getting up early in the morning, will have it put to
his account as a curse. 15 Like an unending dropping on a day of rain is a bitter-tongued
woman. 16He who keeps secret the secret of his friend, will get himself a name for good
faith. 17 Iron makes iron sharp; so a man makes sharp his friend. 18Whoever keeps a fig-
tree will have its fruit; and the servant waiting on his master will be honoured. 19 Like
face looking at face in water, so are the hearts of men to one another. 20 The underworld
and Abaddon are never full, and the eyes of man have never enough. 21 The heating-pot
is for silver and the oven-fire for gold, and a man is measured by what he is praised for.
22 Even if a foolish man is crushed with a hammer in a vessel among crushed grain, still
his foolish ways will not go from him. 23Take care to have knowledge about the condition
of your flocks, looking well after your herds; 24For wealth is not for ever, andmoney does
not go on for all generations. 25 The grass comes up and the young grass is seen, and the
mountain plants are got in. 26The lambs are for your clothing, and the he-goats make the
value of a field: 27 There will be goats' milk enough for your food, and for the support of
your servant-girls.

28
1The evilman goes running awaywhennoman is after him, but the upright arewithout

fear, like the lion. 2Because of the sin of the land, its troubles are increased; but by amanof
wisdomandknowledge theywill be put out like afire. 3Amanofwealthwho is cruel to the
poor is like a violent rain causing destruction of food. 4Those who have no respect for the
lawgivepraise to theevil-doer; but suchaskeep the lawareagainsthim. 5Evilmenhaveno
knowledge of what is right; but those who go after the Lord have knowledge of all things.
6Better is the poor man whose ways are upright, than the man of wealth whose ways are
not straight. 7Hewho keeps the law is awise son, but hewho keeps companywith feasters
puts shame on his father. 8He who makes his wealth greater by taking interest, only gets
it together for him who has pity on the poor. 9 As for the man whose ear is turned away
from hearing the law, even his prayer is disgusting. 10 Anyone causing the upright to go
wandering in an evil way, will himself go down into the hole he hasmade; but the upright
will have good things for their heritage. 11Theman of wealth seems to himself to be wise,
but the poor man who has sense has a low opinion of him. 12When the upright do well,
there is great glory; but when evil-doers are lifted up, men do not let themselves be seen.
13Hewho keeps his sins secret will not dowell; but onewho is open about them, and gives
themup,will getmercy. 14Happy is theman inwhom is the fear of theLord at all times; but
he whose heart is hard will come into trouble. 15Like a loud-voiced lion and a wandering
bear, is an evil ruler over a poor people. 16The princewhohas no sense is a cruel ruler; but
he who has no desire to get profit for himself will have long life. 17One who has been the
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cause of a man's death will go in flight to the underworld: let no man give him help. 18He
whose ways are upright will be safe, but sudden will be the fall of him whose ways are
twisted. 19By ploughing his land a man will have bread in full measure; but he who goes
after good-for-nothing persons will be poor enough. 20Aman of good faith will have great
blessing, but one attempting to get wealth quickly will not go free from punishment. 21 It
is not good to have respect for aman's position: for amanwill do wrong for a bit of bread.
22He who is ever desiring wealth goes running after money, and does not see that need
will come on him. 23Hewho says words of protest to amanwill later havemore approval
than one who says smooth words with his tongue. 24He who takes from his father or his
motherwhat is theirs by right, and says, It is no sin; is the same as a taker of life. 25Hewho
is ever desiring profit is a cause of fighting; but he who puts his faith in the Lord will be
made fat. 26He whose faith is in himself is foolish; but everyone walking wisely will be
kept safe. 27Hewho gives to the poorwill never be in need, but great curseswill be on him
who gives no attention to them. 28When evil-doers are lifted up,men take cover; butwhen
destruction overtakes them, the upright are increased.

29
1Amanhating sharpwords andmakinghis heart hard,will suddenly bebrokenandwill

not bemadewell again. 2When the upright have power, the people are glad; when an evil
man is ruler, grief comes on the people. 3 A man who is a lover of wisdom is a joy to his
father: but he who goes in the company of loose women is a waster of wealth. 4A king, by
right rule, makes the land safe; but one full of desires makes it a waste. 5Aman who says
smooth things to his neighbour is stretching out a net for his steps. 6 In the steps of an evil
man there is a net for him, but the uprightman gets awayquickly and is glad. 7Theupright
man gives attention to the cause of the poor: the evil-doer gives no thought to it. 8Men of
pride are the cause of violent acts in a town, but by wise men wrath is turned away. 9 If a
wiseman goes to lawwith a foolishman, hemay be angry or laughing, but therewill be no
rest. 10Menofbloodarehaters of the goodman, andevil-doers goafterhis soul. 11A foolish
man lets out all his wrath, but a wiseman keeps it back quietly. 12 If a ruler gives attention
to falsewords, all his servants are evil-doers. 13Thepoormanandhis creditor come face to
face: the Lord gives light to their eyes equally. 14The king who is a true judge in the cause
of the poor, will be safe for ever on the seat of his power. 15The rod and sharp words give
wisdom: but a child who is not guided is a cause of shame to his mother. 16When evil men
are in power, wrongdoing is increased; but the upright will have pleasure when they see
their downfall. 17Give your son training, and he will give you rest; he will give delight to
your soul. 18Where there is no vision, the people are uncontrolled; but he who keeps the
law will be happy. 19A servant will not be trained by words; for though the sense of the
words is clear to him, he will not give attention. 20Have you seen amanwho is quick with
his tongue? There is more hope for a foolish man than for him. 21 If a servant is gently
cared for from his early years, he will become a cause of sorrow in the end. 22An angry
man is the cause of fighting, and aman given to wrath does muchwrong. 23Aman's pride
will be the cause of his fall, but he who has a gentle spirit will get honour. 24A man who
takes part with a thief has hate for his soul; he is put under oath, but says nothing. 25 The
fear of man is a cause of danger: but whoever puts his faith in the Lord will have a safe
place on high. 26The approval of a ruler is desired by great numbers: but the decision in a
man's cause comes from the Lord. 27An evil man is disgusting to the upright, and he who
is upright is disgusting to evil-doers.

30
1ThewordsofAgur, the sonof Jakeh, fromMassa. Themansays: I am full ofweariness, O

God, I am full of weariness; O God, I have come to an end: 2For I ammore like a beast than
anyman, I have no power of reasoning like aman: 3 I have not got wisdom by teaching, so
that I might have the knowledge of the Holy One. 4Who has gone up to heaven and come
down? who has taken the winds in his hands, prisoning the waters in his robe? by whom
have all the ends of the earth been fixed? what is his name, and what is his son's name, if
you are able to say? 5Everyword of God is tested: he is a breastplate to thosewho put their
faith in him. 6Makeno addition to hiswords, or hewillmake clear your error, and youwill
be seen to be false. 7 I havemade request to you for two things; do not keep them fromme
beforemy death: 8Put far fromme all false and foolish things: do not giveme greatwealth
or letme be in need, but giveme only enough food: 9For fear that if I am full, Imay be false
to you and say, Who is the Lord? or if I am poor, I may become a thief, using the name of
my Godwrongly. 10Do not say evil of a servant to his master, or he will put a curse on you,



Proverbs 30:11 465 Proverbs 31:31

and you will get into trouble. 11There is a generation who put a curse on their father, and
do not give a blessing to their mother. 12There is a generation who seem to themselves to
be free from sin, but are not washed from their unclean ways. 13There is a generation, O
how full of pride are their eyes! O how their brows are lifted up! 14 There is a generation
whose teeth are like swords, their strong teeth like knives, for the destruction of the poor
from the earth, and of those who are in need from amongmen. 15The night-spirit has two
daughters, Give, give. There are three things which are never full, even four which never
say, Enough: 16 The underworld, and the woman without a child; the earth which never
has enoughwater, and the firewhich never says, Enough. 17The eyewhichmakes sport of
a father, and sees no value in a mother when she is old will be rooted out by the ravens of
the valley, and be food for the young eagles. 18There are three things, thewonder ofwhich
overcomes me, even four things outside my knowledge: 19 The way of an eagle in the air;
theway of a snake on a rock; theway of a ship in the heart of the sea; and theway of aman
with a girl. 20This is the way of a false wife; she takes food, and, cleaning her mouth, says,
I have done no wrong. 21 For three things the earth is moved, and there are four which it
will not put up with: 22A servant when he becomes a king; a man without sense when his
wealth is increased; 23A hated woman when she is married; and a servant-girl who takes
the place of her master's wife. 24 There are four things which are little on the earth, but
they are verywise: 25The ants are a people not strong, but they put by a store of food in the
summer; 26 The conies are only a feeble people, but they make their houses in the rocks;
27The locusts have no king, but they all go out in bands; 28Youmay take the lizard in your
hands, but it is in kings' houses. 29There are three thingswhose steps are good to see, even
four whose goings are fair: 30The lion, which is strongest among beasts, not turning from
hisway for any; 31Thewar-horse, and the he-goat, and the kingwhenhis army iswith him.
32 If you have done foolishly in lifting yourself up, or if you have had evil designs, put your
hand over your mouth. 33 The shaking of milk makes butter, and the twisting of the nose
makes blood come: so the forcing of wrath is a cause of fighting.

31
1ThewordsofLemuel, kingofMassa: the teachingwhichhehad fromhismother. 2What

am I to say to you, O Lemuel, my oldest son? and what, O son of my body? and what, O
son of my oaths? 3Do not give your strength to women, or your ways to that which is the
destruction of kings. 4 It is not for kings, O Lemuel, it is not for kings to take wine, or for
rulers to say, Where is strong drink? 5 For fear that through drinking they may come to
have no respect for the law, wrongly judging the cause of those who are in trouble. 6Give
strong drink to himwho is near to destruction, and wine to himwhose soul is bitter: 7Let
him have drink, and his needwill go from hismind, and thememory of his trouble will be
gone. 8Let yourmouth be open for those who have no voice, in the cause of those who are
ready for death. 9Let your mouth be open, judging rightly, and give right decisions in the
cause of the poor and those inneed. 10Whomaymakediscovery of awomanof virtue? For
her price is much higher than jewels. 11The heart of her husband has faith in her, and he
will have profit in full measure. 12 She does him good and not evil all the days of her life.
13 She gets wool and linen, working at the business of her hands. 14 She is like the trading-
ships, getting food from far away. 15She gets upwhile it is still night, and givesmeat to her
family, and their food toher servant-girls. 16After looking at afieldwith care, she gets it for
a price, planting a vine-garden with the profit of her work. 17 She puts a band of strength
round her, and makes her arms strong. 18 She sees that her marketing is of profit to her:
her light does not go out by night. 19 She puts her hands to the cloth-working rod, and her
fingers take the wheel. 20Her hands are stretched out to the poor; yes, she is open-handed
to those who are in need. 21 She has no fear of the snow for her family, for all those in her
house are clothed in red. 22 She makes for herself cushions of needlework; her clothing is
fair linen and purple. 23Her husband is a man of note in the public place, when he takes
his seat among the responsible men of the land. 24 She makes linen robes and gets a price
for them, and traders take her cloth bands for a price. 25 Strength and self-respect are her
clothing; she is facing the futurewith a smile. 26Hermouth is open to give outwisdom, and
the law ofmercy is on her tongue. 27She gives attention to theways of her family, she does
not take her food without working for it. 28Her children get up and give her honour, and
her husband gives her praise, saying, 29Unnumbered women have done well, but you are
better than all of them. 30Fair looks are a deceit, and a beautiful form is of no value; but a
womanwho has the fear of the Lord is to be praised. 31Give her credit for what her hands
havemade: let her be praised by her works in the public place.
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Ecclesiastes
or, The Preacher

1 The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem. 2All is to no purpose,
said the Preacher, all the ways of man are to no purpose. 3What is a man profited by all
his work which he does under the sun? 4One generation goes and another comes; but the
earth is for ever. 5The sun comes up and the sun goes down, and goes quickly back to the
place where he came up. 6 The wind goes to the south, turning back again to the north;
circling round for ever. 7 All the rivers go down to the sea, but the sea is not full; to the
place where the rivers go, there they go again. 8All things are full of weariness; manmay
not give their story: the eye has never enough of its seeing, or the ear of its hearing. 9That
which has been, is that which is to be, and that which has been done, is that which will be
done, and there is no new thing under the sun. 10 Is there anything of whichmen say, See,
this is new? It has been in the old timewhichwas before us. 11There is nomemory of those
whohave gonebefore, andof thosewho comeafter therewill be nomemory for thosewho
are still to come after them. 12 I, the Preacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13And I
gave my heart to searching out in wisdom all things which are done under heaven: it is a
hard thing which God has put on the sons of men to do. 14 I have seen all the works which
are done under the sun; all is to no purpose, and desire for wind. 15 That which is bent
may not be made straight, and that which is not there may not be numbered. 16 I said to
my heart, See, I have become great and am increased inwisdommore than anywhowere
before me in Jerusalem — yes, my heart has seen much wisdom and knowledge. 17And I
gave my heart to getting knowledge of wisdom, and of the ways of the foolish. And I saw
that this againwas desire forwind. 18Because inmuchwisdom ismuch grief, and increase
of knowledge is increase of sorrow.

2
1 I said in my heart, I will give you joy for a test; so take your pleasure — but it was to no

purpose. 2Of laughing I said, It is foolish; and of joy—What use is it? 3 Imade a searchwith
my heart to give pleasure to my flesh with wine, still guiding my heart with wisdom, and
to go after foolish things, so that Imight seewhatwas good for the sons ofmen to do under
the heavens all the days of their life. 4 I undertook great works, building myself houses
and planting vine-gardens. 5 I made myself gardens and fruit gardens, planting in them
fruit-trees of all sorts. 6 I made pools to give water for the woods with their young trees.
7 I got men-servants and women-servants, and they gave birth to sons and daughters in
my house. I had great wealth of herds and flocks, more than all who were in Jerusalem
before me. 8 I got together silver and gold and the wealth of kings and of countries. I got
makers of song, male and female; and the delights of the sons of men — girls of all sorts
to be my brides. 9And I became great; increasing more than all who had been before me
in Jerusalem, and my wisdomwas still with me. 10And nothing which was desired by my
eyes did I keep from them; I did not keep any joy from my heart, because my heart took
pleasure in all my work, and this was my reward. 11 Then I saw all the works which my
hands had made, and everything I had been working to do; and I saw that all was to no
purpose and desire for wind, and there was no profit under the sun. 12And I went again
in search of wisdom and of foolishways. Whatmay theman dowho comes after the king?
The thingwhich he has done before. 13Then I saw that wisdom is better than foolish ways
— as the light is better than the dark. 14Thewiseman's eyes are in his head, but the foolish
man goeswalking in the dark; but still I saw that the same event comes to themall. 15Then
said I inmy heart: As it comes to the foolishman, so will it come tome; so why have I been
wise overmuch? Then I said in my heart: This again is to no purpose. 16Of the wise man,
as of the foolishman, there is nomemory for ever, seeing that thosewhonowarewill have
gone frommemory in the days to come. See how death comes to the wise as to the foolish!
17So Iwas hating life, because everything under the sunwas evil tome: all is to no purpose
and desire for wind. 18Hate had I for all myworkwhich I had done, because themanwho
comes after mewill have its fruits. 19Andwho is to say if that manwill be wise or foolish?
But hewill have power over all myworkwhich I have done and inwhich I have beenwise
under the sun. This again is to no purpose. 20 So my mind was turned to grief for all the
trouble I had taken and all my wisdom under the sun. 21 Because there is a man whose
work has been donewithwisdom,with knowledge, andwith an expert hand; but onewho
has done nothing for it will have it for his heritage. This again is to no purpose and a great
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evil. 22What does a man get for all his work, and for the weight of care with which he has
done his work under the sun? 23All his days are sorrow, and his work is full of grief. Even
in the night his heart has no rest. This again is to no purpose. 24There is nothing better for
a man than taking meat and drink, and having delight in his work. This again I saw was
from the hand of God. 25Whomay take food or have pleasure without him? 26To theman
with whom he is pleased, God gives wisdom and knowledge and joy; but to the sinner he
gives thework of getting goods together and storing upwealth, to give to him inwhomGod
has pleasure. This again is to no purpose and desire for wind.

3
1 For everything there is a fixed time, and a time for every business under the sun. 2A

time for birth and a time for death; a time for planting and a time for uprooting; 3A time to
put to death and a time to make well; a time for pulling down and a time for building up;
4A time for weeping and a time for laughing; a time for sorrow and a time for dancing; 5A
time to take stones away and a time to get stones together; a time for kissing and a time to
keep from kissing; 6A time for search and a time for loss; a time to keep and a time to give
away; 7 A time for undoing and a time for stitching; a time for keeping quiet and a time
for talk; 8A time for love and a time for hate; a time for war and a time for peace. 9What
profit has the worker in the work which he does? 10 I saw the work which God has put on
the sons of man. 11He has made everything right in its time; but he has made their hearts
without knowledge, so thatman is unable to see theworks of God, from the first to the last.
12 I am certain that there is nothing better for a man than to be glad, and to do good while
life is in him. 13And for every man to take food and drink, and have joy in all his work, is
a reward from God. 14 I am certain that whatever God does will be for ever. No addition
may be made to it, nothing may be taken from it; and God has done it so that manmay be
in fear before him. 15Whatever is has been before, and what is to be is now; because God
makes search for the things which are past. 16And again, I saw under the sun, in the place
of the judges, that evil was there; and in the place of righteousness, that evil was there. 17 I
said in my heart, God will be judge of the good and of the bad; because a time for every
purpose and for every work has been fixed by him. 18 I said in my heart, It is because of
the sons of men, so that God may put them to the test and that they may see themselves
as beasts. 19Because the fate of the sons of men and the fate of the beasts is the same. As
is the death of one so is the death of the other, and all have one spirit. Man is not higher
than the beasts; because all is to no purpose. 20All go to one place, all are of the dust, and
all will be turned to dust again. 21Who is certain that the spirit of the sons of men goes up
to heaven, or that the spirit of the beasts goes down to the earth? 22 So I saw that there is
nothing better than for a man to have joy in his work — because that is his reward. Who
will make him see what will come after him?

4
1 And again I saw all the cruel things which are done under the sun; there was the

weeping of those who have evil done to them, and they had no comforter: and from the
hands of the evil-doers there went out power, but they had no comforter. 2 So my praise
was for the deadwho have gone to their death, more than for the livingwho still have life.
3 Yes, happier than the dead or the living seemed he who has not ever been, who has not
seen the evil which is done under the sun. 4And I saw that the cause of all the work and of
everythingwhich is donewellwasman's envyof his neighbour. This again is to nopurpose
and a desire for wind. 5The foolish man, folding his hands, takes the flesh of his body for
food. 6One hand full of rest is better than two hands full of trouble and desire for wind.
7Then I came back, and I saw an example ofwhat is to no purpose under the sun. 8 It is one
who is by himself, without a second, and without son or brother; but there is no end to all
his work, and he has never enough of wealth. For whom, then, am I working and keeping
myself frompleasure? This again is to no purpose, and a bitterwork. 9Two are better than
one, because they have a good reward for theirwork. 10And if one has a fall, the otherwill
give him a hand; but unhappy is themanwho is by himself, because he has no helper. 11So
again, if two are sleeping together they are warm, but howmay one be warm by himself?
12And two attacked by onewould be safe, and three cords twisted together are not quickly
broken. 13A young man who is poor and wise is better than a king who is old and foolish
and will not be guided by the wisdom of others. 14Because out of a prison the young man
comes to be king, though by birth he was only a poor man in the kingdom. 15 I saw all the
livingunder the sun round theyoungmanwhowas tobe ruler inplace of theking. 16There
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was no end of all the people, of all those whose head he was, but they who come later will
have no delight in him. This again is to no purpose and desire for wind.

5
1Put your feet downwith carewhen you go to the house of God, for it is better to give ear

than to make the burned offerings of the foolish, whose knowledge is only of doing evil.
2 Be not unwise with your mouth, and let not your heart be quick to say anything before
God, because God is in heaven and you are on the earth — so let not the number of your
words be great. 3 As a dream comes from much business, so the voice of a foolish man
comes with words in great number. 4When you take an oath before God, put it quickly
into effect, because he has no pleasure in the foolish; keep the oath you have taken. 5 It is
better not to take an oath than to take an oath and not keep it. 6Let not your mouth make
your flesh do evil. And say not before the angel, It was an error. So that God may not be
angry with your words and put an end to the work of your hands. 7 Because much talk
comes from dreams and things of no purpose. But let the fear of God be in you. 8 If you
see the poor under a cruel yoke, and lawand right being violently overturned in a country,
be not surprised, because one authority is keepingwatch on another and there are higher
than they. 9 It is good generally for a countrywhere the land isworked to have a king. 10He
who has a love for silver never has enough silver, or he who has love for wealth, enough
profit. This again is to no purpose. 11When goods are increased, the number of those who
take of them is increased; and what profit has the owner but to see them? 12 The sleep of
a working man is sweet, if he has little food or much; but to him who is full, sleep will not
come. 13There is a great evil which I have seen under the sun—wealth kept by the owner
to be his downfall. 14And I saw the destruction of his wealth by an evil chance; and when
he became the father of a son he had nothing in his hand. 15As he came from his mother
at birth, so does he go again; he gets from his work no reward which he may take away
in his hand. 16And this again is a great evil, that in all points as he came so will he go; and
what profit has he inworking for thewind? 17All his days are in the dark, andhehasmuch
sorrow, pain, disease, and trouble. 18This is what I have seen: it is good and fair for aman
to takemeat and drink and to have joy in all his work under the sun, all the days of his life
which God has given him; that is his reward. 19Everyman to whomGod has givenmoney
andwealth and thepower to havepleasure in it and to dohis part andhave joy inhiswork:
this is given by God. 20He will not give much thought to the days of his life; because God
lets him be taken upwith the joy of his heart.

6
1There is anevilwhich Ihave seenunder the sun, and it is hardonmen; 2Aman towhom

God gives money, wealth, and honour so that he has all his desires but God does not give
him the power to have joy of it, and a strange man takes it. This is to no purpose and an
evil disease. 3 If a man has a hundred children, and his life is long so that the days of his
years are great in number, but his soul takes no pleasure in good, and he is not honoured
at his death; I say that a birth before its time is better than he. 4 In wind it came and to
the dark it will go, and with the dark will its name be covered. 5 Yes, it saw not the sun,
and it had no knowledge; it is better with this than with the other. 6And though he goes
on living a thousand years twice over and does not see good, are not the two going to the
sameplace? 7All thework ofman is for hismouth, and still he has a desire for food. 8What
have thewisemore than the foolish? andwhat has the poorman bywalkingwisely before
the living? 9What the eyes see is better than thewandering of desire. This is to no purpose
and a desire for wind. 10That which is, has been named before, and of what man is there
is knowledge. He has no power against one stronger than he. 11There are words without
number for increasingwhat is to no purpose, but what is man profited by them? 12Who is
able to saywhat is good forman in life all the days of his foolish lifewhich he goes through
like a shade? whowill say what is to be after him under the sun?

7
1A good name is better than oil of great price, and the day of death than the day of birth.

2 It is better to go to the house of weeping, than to go to the house of feasting; because that
is the end of every man, and the living will take it to their hearts. 3 Sorrow is better than
joy; when the face is sad the mind gets better. 4 The hearts of the wise are in the house of
weeping; but the hearts of the foolish are in the house of joy. 5 It is better to take note of the
protest of the wise, than for aman to give ear to the song of the foolish. 6Like the cracking
of thorns under a pot, so is the laugh of a foolishman; and this again is to no purpose. 7The
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wise are troubled by the ways of the cruel, and the giving of money is the destruction of
the heart. 8The end of a thing is better than its start, and a gentle spirit is better than pride.
9Be not quick to let your spirit be angry; becausewrath is in the heart of the foolish. 10Say
not, Whywere the days which have gone by better than these? Such a question comes not
fromwisdom. 11Wisdom togetherwith a heritage is good, and a profit to thosewho see the
sun. 12Wisdomkeeps aman fromdanger even asmoney does; but the value of knowledge
is that wisdom gives life to its owner. 13Give thought to the work of God. Who will make
straight what he hasmade bent? 14 In the day of wealth have joy, but in the day of evil take
thought: Godhas put the one against the other, so thatmanmaynot be certainwhatwill be
after him. 15These two have I seen in my life which is to no purpose: a good man coming
to his end in his righteousness, and an evilmanwhose days are long in his evil-doing. 16Be
not given overmuch to righteousness and be not over-wise. Why let destruction come on
you? 17Be not evil overmuch, and be not foolish. Why come to your end before your time?
18 It is good to take this in your hand and not to keep your hand from that; he who has the
fear of God will be free of the two. 19Wisdommakes a wise man stronger than ten rulers
in a town. 20There is no man on earth of such righteousness that he does good and is free
from sin all his days. 21Do not give ear to all the words whichmen say, for fear of hearing
the curses of your servant. 22Your heart has knowledge how frequently others have been
cursed by you. 23All this I have put to the test by wisdom; I said, I will be wise, but it was
far fromme. 24Far off is true existence, and very deep; whomay have knowledge of it? 25 I
gave mymind to knowledge and to searching for wisdom and the reason of things, and to
the discovery that sin is foolish, and that to be foolish is to bewithout one's senses. 26And I
saw a thingmore bitter than death, even the womanwhose heart is full of tricks and nets,
andwhose hands are as bands. HewithwhomGod is pleasedwill get free fromher, but the
sinner will be taken by her. 27 Look! this I have seen, said the Preacher, taking one thing
after another to get the true account, 28 For which my soul is still searching, but I have it
not; oneman among a thousand have I seen; but awoman among all these I have not seen.
29This only have I seen, that Godmademen upright, but they have been searching out all
sorts of inventions.

8
1Who is like thewiseman? and towhom is the sense of anything clear? Aman'swisdom

makes his face shining, and his hard face will be changed. 2 I say to you, Keep the king's
law, from respect for the oath of God. 3 Be not quick to go from before him. Be not fixed
in an evil design, because he does whatever is pleasing to him. 4 The word of a king has
authority; and who may say to him, What is this you are doing? 5Whoever keeps the law
will come to no evil: and a wise man's heart has knowledge of time and of decision. 6 For
every purpose there is a time and a decision, because the sorrow of man is great in him.
7No one is certain what is to be, and who is able to say to him when it will be? 8No man
has authority over the wind, to keep the wind; or is ruler over the day of his death. In war
noman's time is free, and evil will not keep the sinner safe. 9All this have I seen, and have
givenmy heart to all the work which is done under the sun: there is a timewhenman has
power over man for his destruction. 10 And then I saw evil men put to rest, taken even
from the holy place; and they went about and were praised in the town because of what
they had done. This again is to no purpose. 11Because punishment for an evil work comes
not quickly, the minds of the sons of men are fully given to doing evil. 12 Though a sinner
does evil a hundred times and his life is long, I am certain that it will bewell for thosewho
go in fear of God and are in fear before him. 13But it will not be well for the evil-doer; he
will not make his days long like a shade, because he has no fear before God. 14 There is a
thing which is to no purpose done on the earth: that there are goodmen to whom is given
the same punishment as those who are evil, and there are evil menwho get the reward of
the good. I say that this again is to no purpose. 15 So I gave praise to joy, because there is
nothing better for aman to dounder the sun than to takemeat anddrink andbehappy; for
thatwill bewith him in hiswork all the days of his lifewhich God gives himunder the sun.
16When I gave my mind to the knowledge of wisdom and to seeing the business which is
done on the earth (and there are thosewhose eyes see not sleep by day or bynight), 17Then
I saw all the work of God, and that manmay not get knowledge of the work which is done
under the sun; because, if a man gives hard work to the search he will not get knowledge,
andeven if thewisemanseems tobe coming to the endofhis search, still hewill bewithout
knowledge.
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9
1All this I took to heart, and my heart saw it all: that the upright and the wise and their

works are in the hand of God; and men may not be certain if it will be love or hate; all is
to no purpose before them. 2 Because to all there is one event, to the upright man and to
the evil, to the clean and to the unclean, to him who makes an offering and to him who
makes no offering; as is the good so is the sinner; he who takes an oath is as he who has
fear of it. 3 This is evil in all things which are done under the sun: that there is one fate
for all, and the hearts of the sons of men are full of evil; while they have life their hearts
are foolish, and after that — to the dead. 4 For him who is joined to all the living there is
hope; a living dog is better than a dead lion. 5The living are conscious that deathwill come
to them, but the dead are not conscious of anything, and they no longer have a reward,
because there is no memory of them. 6 Their love and their hate and their envy are now
ended; and they have no longer a part for ever in anything which is done under the sun.
7Come, take your breadwith joy, and yourwinewith a glad heart. God has taken pleasure
in your works. 8 Let your clothing be white at all times, and let not your head be without
oil. 9Have joy with the woman of your love all the days of your foolish life which he gives
you under the sun. Because that is your part in life and in your work which you do under
the sun. 10Whatever comes to your hand to do with all your power, do it because there is
no work, or thought, or knowledge, or wisdom in the place of the dead to which you are
going. 11Andagain I sawunder the sun that the reward goes not to himwho is quick, or the
fruits ofwar to the strong; and there is nobread for thewise, orwealth formenof learning,
or respect for those who have knowledge; but time and chance come to all. 12 Even man
has no knowledge of his time; like fishes taken in an evil net, or like birds taken by deceit,
are the sons of men taken in an evil time when it comes suddenly on them. 13This again I
have seen under the sun as wisdom and it seemed great to me. 14 There was a little town
and the number of its men was small, and there came a great king against it and made an
attackon it, buildingworksofwar roundabout it. 15Nowtherewas in the townapoor,wise
man, and he, by his wisdom, kept the town safe. But no one had anymemory of that same
poor man. 16 Then I said, Wisdom is better than strength, but the poor man's wisdom is
not respected, and hiswords are not given a hearing. 17Thewords of thewisewhich come
quietly to the ear are noted more than the cry of a ruler among the foolish. 18Wisdom is
better than instruments of war, but one sinner is the destruction of much good.

10
1 Dead flies make the oil of the perfumer give out an evil smell; more valued is a little

wisdom than the great glory of the foolish. 2 The heart of the wise man goes in the right
direction; but the heart of a foolish man in the wrong. 3 And when the foolish man is
walking in theway, he has no sense and lets everyone see that he is foolish. 4 If thewrath of
the ruler is against you, keep in your place; in himwho keeps quiet even great sinsmay be
overlooked. 5There is an evil which I have seen under the sun, like an error which comes
by chance from a ruler: 6 The foolish are placed in high positions, but men of wealth are
kept low. 7 I have seen servants onhorses, and rulerswalking on the earth as servants. 8He
whomakes a hole for others will himself go into it, and for himwhomakes a hole through
a wall the bite of a snake will be a punishment. 9He who gets out stones from the earth
will be damaged by them, and in the cutting of wood there is danger. 10 If the iron has no
edge, and he does not make it sharp, then he has to put out more strength; but wisdom
makes things go well. 11 If a snake gives a bite before the word of power is said, then there
is no longer any use in the word of power. 12 The words of a wise man's mouth are sweet
to all, but the lips of a foolish man are his destruction. 13The first words of his mouth are
foolish, and the end of his talk is evil crime. 14 The foolish are full of words; man has no
knowledge of what will be; and who is able to say what will be after him? 15 The work of
the foolishwill be aweariness to him, because hehas no knowledge of theway to the town.
16Unhappy is the land whose king is a boy, and whose rulers are feasting in the morning.
17Happy is the land whose ruler is of noble birth, and whose chiefs take food at the right
time, for strength and not for feasting. 18Whennowork is done the roof goes in, andwhen
thehandsdonothingwater comes into thehouse. 19Afeast is for laughing, andwinemakes
glad the heart; but by the one and the othermoney is wasted. 20Say not a curse against the
king, even in your thoughts; and even secretly say not a curse against the man of wealth;
because a bird of the air will take the voice, and that which has wings will give news of it.

11
1 Put out your bread on the face of the waters; for after a long time it will come back
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to you again. 2 Give a part to seven or even to eight, because you have no knowledge of
the evil which will be on the earth. 3 If the clouds are full of rain, they send it down on
the earth; and if a tree comes down to the south, or the north, in whatever place it comes
down, there it will be. 4Hewho is watching the wind will not get the seed planted, and he
who is looking at the clouds will not get in the grain. 5As you have no knowledge of the
way of thewind, or of the growth of the bones in the body of herwho is with child, even so
you have no knowledge of the works of God who has made all. 6 In the morning put your
seed into the earth, and till the evening let not your hand be at rest; because you are not
certainwhichwill dowell, this or that— or if the twowill be equally good. 7Truly the light
is sweet, and it is good for the eyes to see the sun. 8But even if a man's life is long and he
has joy in all his years, let him keep in mind the dark days, because they will be great in
number. Whatever may come is to no purpose. 9Have joy, O young man, while you are
young; and let your heart be glad in the days of your strength, and go in the ways of your
heart, and in the desire of your eyes; but be certain that for all these things God will be
your judge. 10 So put away trouble from your heart, and sorrow from your flesh; because
the early years and the best years are to no purpose.

12
1Let yourmind be turned to yourMaker in the days of your strength, while the evil days

comenot, and the years are far awaywhenyouwill say, I havenopleasure in them; 2While
the sun, or the light, or the moon, or the stars, are not dark, and the clouds come not back
after the rain; 3 In thedaywhen thekeepersof thehouseare shaking for fear, and the strong
men are bent down, and thewomenwhowere crushing the grain are at rest because their
number is small, and those looking out of thewindows are unable to see; 4When the doors
are shut in the street, and the sound of the crushing is low, and the voice of the bird is soft,
and the daughters of music will be made low; 5And he is in fear of that which is high, and
danger is in the road, and the tree is white with flower, and the least thing is a weight, and
desire is at an end, becausemangoes tohis last resting-place, and thosewhoare sorrowing
are in the streets; 6Before ever the silver cord is cut, or the vessel of gold is broken, or the
pot is broken at the fountain, or the wheel broken at the water-hole; 7And the dust goes
back to the earth as it was, and the spirit goes back to Godwho gave it. 8All things are to no
purpose, says thePreacher, all is tonopurpose. 9Andbecause thePreacherwaswisehestill
gave the people knowledge; searching out, testing, and putting in order a great number of
wise sayings. 10The Preachermade search forwordswhichwere pleasing, but his writing
was in words upright and true. 11The words of the wise are pointed, and sayings grouped
together are like nails fixed with a hammer; they are given by one guide. 12And further,
my son, take note of this: of the making of books there is no end, and much learning is a
weariness to the flesh. 13This is the lastword. All has been said. Have fear of God and keep
his laws; because this is right for everyman. 14Godwill be judge of everywork, with every
secret thing, good or evil.
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The Song of Solomon
1The song of Songs, which is Solomon's. 2Let him giveme the kisses of hismouth: for his

love is better than wine. 3 Sweet is the smell of your perfumes; your name is as perfume
running out; so the young girls give you their love. 4 Take me to you, and we will go after
you: thekinghas takenme intohis house. Wewill be gladand full of joy in you,wewill give
more thought to your love than to wine: rightly are they your lovers. 5 I am dark, but fair
of form, O daughters of Jerusalem, as the tents of Kedar, as the curtains of Solomon. 6 Let
not your eyes be turned onme, because I am dark, because I was looked on by the sun; my
mother's children were angry with me; theymademe the keeper of the vine-gardens; but
my vine-garden I have not kept. 7Say, O love ofmy soul, where you give food to your flock,
and where you make them take their rest in the heat of the day; why have I to be as one
wandering by the flocks of your friends? 8 If you have not knowledge, O most beautiful
among women, go on your way in the footsteps of the flock, and give your young goats
food by the tents of the keepers. 9 I have made a comparison of you, O my love, to a horse
in Pharaoh's carriages. 10Your face is a delight with rings of hair, your neck with chains of
jewels. 11We will make you chains of gold with ornaments of silver. 12While the king is
seated at his table, my spices send out their perfume. 13As a bag ofmyrrh ismywell-loved
one to me, when he is at rest all night betweenmy breasts. 14My love is to me as a branch
of the cypress-tree in the vine-gardens of En-gedi. 15See, you are fair, my love, you are fair;
you have the eyes of a dove. 16 See, you are fair, my loved one, and a pleasure; our bed is
green. 17Cedar-trees are the pillars of our house; and our boards are made of fir-trees.

2
1 I ama rose of Sharon, aflowerof the valleys. 2As the lily-flower among the thorns of the

waste, so ismy love among the daughters. 3As the apple-tree among the trees of thewood,
so is my loved one among the sons. I took my rest under his shade with great delight, and
his fruit was sweet tomy taste. 4He tookme to the house of wine, and his flag overmewas
love. 5Make me strong with wine-cakes, let me be comforted with apples; I am overcome
with love. 6His left hand is under my head, and his right hand is round about me. 7 I say
to you, O daughters of Jerusalem, by the roes of the field, do not let love be moved till it
is ready. 8 The voice of my loved one! See, he comes dancing on the mountains, stepping
quickly on the hills. 9My loved one is like a roe; see, he is on the other side of ourwall, he is
looking in at thewindows, letting himself be seen through the spaces. 10My loved one said
tome, Get up,my love,my fair one, and come away. 11For, see, thewinter is past, the rain is
over and gone; 12The flowers are come on the earth; the time of cutting the vines is come,
and the voice of the dove is sounding in our land; 13 The fig-tree puts out her green fruit
and the vines with their young fruit give a good smell. Get up from your bed, my beautiful
one, and come away. 14Omydove, you are in the holes of themountain sides, in the cracks
of the high hills; let me see your face, let your voice come to my ears; for sweet is your
voice, and your face is fair. 15Take for us the foxes, the little foxes, which do damage to the
vines; our vines have young grapes. 16My loved one ismine, and I amhis: he takes his food
among the flowers. 17Till the evening comes, and the sky slowly becomes dark, come, my
loved one, and be like a roe on themountains of Bether.

3
1By night on my bed I was looking for him who is the love of my soul: I was looking for

him, but I did not see him. 2 I will get up now and go about the town, in the streets and in
the wide ways I will go after himwho is the love of my soul: I went after him, but I did not
see him. 3Thewatchmenwhogo about the towncamebyme; to them I said, Have you seen
himwho is my heart's desire? 4 I was but a little way from them, when I came face to face
withhimwho is the loveofmysoul. I tookhimby thehands, anddidnot let himgo, till I had
taken him into my mother's house, and into the room of her who gave me birth. 5 I say to
you, O daughters of Jerusalem, by the roes of the field, let not love bemoved till it is ready.
6Who is this coming out of the waste places like pillars of smoke, perfumed with sweet
spices, with all the spices of the trader? 7See, it is the bed of Solomon; sixtymen ofwar are
about it, of the army of Israel, 8All of them armedwith swords, trained in war; everyman
has his sword at his side, because of fear in the night. 9King Solomonmade himself a bed
of the wood of Lebanon. 10He made its pillars of silver, its base of gold, its seat of purple,
the middle of it of ebony. 11Go out, O daughters of Jerusalem, and see King Solomon, with
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the crownwhich his mother put on his head on the day when he was married, and on the
day of the joy of his heart.

4
1See, youare fair,my love, youare fair; youhave the eyes of a dove; yourhair is as aflock

of goats, which take their rest on the side of Gilead. 2 Your teeth are like a flock of sheep
whose wool is newly cut, which come up from the washing; every one has two lambs, and
there is not one without young. 3Your red lips are like a bright thread, and your mouth is
fair of form; the sides of your head are like pomegranate fruit under your veil. 4Your neck
is like the tower of Davidmade for a store-house of arms, inwhich a thousandbreastplates
are hanging, breastplates for fighting-men. 5 Your two breasts are like two young roes of
the samebirth, which take their food among the lilies. 6Till the evening comes, and the sky
slowly becomes dark, I will go to the mountain of myrrh, and to the hill of frankincense.
7Youareall fair,my love; there isnomarkonyou. 8Comewithme fromLebanon,mybride,
withme fromLebanon; see fromthe topofAmana, fromthe topof SenirandHermon, from
theplacesof the lions, fromthemountainsof the leopards. 9Youhave takenawaymyheart,
my sister, my bride; you have taken away my heart, with one look you have taken it, with
one chain of your neck! 10How fair is your love, my sister! Howmuch better is your love
than wine, and the smell of your oils than any perfume! 11 Your lips are dropping honey;
honey and milk are under your tongue; and the smell of your clothing is like the smell of
Lebanon. 12A garden walled-in is my sister, my bride; a garden shut up, a spring of water
stopped. 13The produce of the garden is pomegranates; with all the best fruits, henna and
spikenard, 14Spikenard and safron; calamus and cinnamon,with all trees of frankincense;
myrrhandaloes,withall the chief spices. 15Youarea fountainof gardens, a springof living
waters, and flowing waters from Lebanon. 16Be awake, O north wind; and come, O south,
blowing on my garden, so that its spices may come out. Let my loved one come into his
garden, and take of his good fruits.

5
1 I have come into my garden, my sister, my bride; to take my myrrh with my spice;

my wax with my honey; my wine with my milk. Take meat, O friends; take wine, yes, be
overcomewith love. 2 I am sleeping, butmy heart is awake; it is the sound ofmy loved one
at the door, saying, Be open to me, my sister, my love, my dove, my very beautiful one; my
head iswetwith dew, andmyhairwith the drops of the night. 3 I have put offmy coat; how
may I put it on? My feet arewashed; howmay Imake themunclean? 4My lovedoneput his
hand on the door, and my heart was moved for him. 5 I got up to let my loved one in; and
my handswere droppingwithmyrrh, andmy fingerswith liquidmyrrh, on the lock of the
door. 6 I made the door open to my loved one; but my loved one had taken himself away,
and was gone, my soul was feeble when his back was turned on me; I went after him, but
I did not come near him; I said his name, but he gaveme no answer. 7The keepers who go
about the townovertookme; theygavemeblowsandwounds; thekeepersof thewalls took
away my veil from me. 8 I say to you, O daughters of Jerusalem, if you see my loved one,
what will you say to him? That I am overcome with love. 9What is your loved one more
than another, O fairest among women? What is your loved one more than another, that
you say this to us? 10My loved one is white and red, the chief among ten thousand. 11His
head is as the most delicate gold; his hair is thick, and black as a raven. 12His eyes are as
the eyes of doves by the water streams, washed with milk, and rightly placed. 13His face
is as beds of spices, giving out perfumes of every sort; his lips like lilies, dropping liquid
myrrh. 14His hands are as rings of gold ornamented with beryl-stones; his body is as a
smooth plate of ivory covered with sapphires. 15His legs are as pillars of stone on a base
of delicate gold; his looks are as Lebanon, beautiful as the cedar-tree. 16Hismouth is most
sweet; yes, he is all beautiful. This is my loved one, and this is my friend, O daughters of
Jerusalem.

6
1Where is your loved one gone, O most fair among women? Where is your loved one

turned away, that we may go looking for him with you? 2My loved one is gone down into
his garden, to the beds of spices, to take food in the gardens, and to get lilies. 3 I am for my
loved one, andmy loved one is forme; he takes food among the lilies. 4You are beautiful, O
my love, as Tirzah, as fair as Jerusalem; you are to be feared like an army with flags. 5Let
your eyes be turned away from me; see, they have overcome me; your hair is as a flock
of goats which take their rest on the side of Gilead. 6 Your teeth are like a flock of sheep
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which come up from the washing; every one has two lambs, and there is not one without
young. 7 Like pomegranate fruit are the sides of your head under your veil. 8 There are
sixty queens, and eighty servant-wives, and young girls without number. 9My dove, my
verybeautiful one, is but one; she is theonly oneofhermother, she is thedearest oneofher
who gave her birth. The daughters saw her, and gave her a blessing; yes, the queens and
the servant-wives, and they gave her praises. 10Who is she, looking down as the morning
light, fair as the moon, clear as the sun, who is to be feared like an army with flags? 11 I
went down into the garden of nuts to see the green plants of the valley, and to see if the
vinewas in bud, and the pomegranate-trees were in flower. 12Before I was conscious of it,
... 13 Come back, come back, O Shulammite; come back, come back, so that our eyes may
see you. What will you see in the Shulammite? A sword-dance.

7
1How beautiful are your feet in their shoes, O king's daughter! The curves of your legs

are like jewels, the work of the hands of a good workman: 2 Your stomach is a store of
grain with lilies round it, and in the middle a round cup full of wine. 3 Your two breasts
are like two young roes of the same birth. 4 Your neck is as a tower of ivory; your eyes
like the waters in Heshbon, by the doorway of Bath-rabbim; your nose is as the tower on
Lebanon looking over Damascus: 5 Your head is like Carmel, and the hair of your head is
like purple, in whose net the king is prisoner. 6How beautiful and how sweet you are, O
love, for delight. 7 You are tall like a palm-tree, and your breasts are like the fruit of the
vine. 8 I said, Let me go up the palm-tree, and let me take its branches in my hands: your
breasts will be as the fruit of the vine, and the smell of your breath like apples; 9And the
roof of yourmouth like goodwineflowingdownsmoothly formy lovedone,moving gently
over my lips and my teeth. 10 I am for my loved one, and his desire is for me. 11Come, my
loved one, let us go out into the field; let us take rest among the cypress-trees. 12Let us go
out early to the vine-gardens; let us see if the vine is in bud, if it has put out its young fruit,
and the pomegranate is in flower. There Iwill give youmy love. 13Themandrakes give out
a sweet smell, and at our doors are all sorts of good fruits, new and old, which I have kept
for my loved one.

8
1Oh that you were my brother, who took milk frommymother's breasts! When I came

to you in the street, I would give you kisses; yes, I would not be looked down on. 2 I would
take you by the hand into my mother's house, and she would be my teacher. I would give
you drink of spiced wine, drink of the pomegranate. 3His left hand would be under my
head, and his right hand about me. 4 I say to you, O daughters of Jerusalem, do not let love
bemoved till it is ready. 5Who is this, who comes up from the waste places, resting on her
loved one? It was I who made you awake under the apple-tree, where your mother gave
you birth; there shewas in pain at your birth. 6Putme as a sign on your heart, as a sign on
your arm; love is strong as death, andwrath bitter as the underworld: its coals are coals of
fire; violent are its flames. 7Muchwatermaynotput out love, or thedeepwaters overcome
it: if amanwould give all the substance of his house for love, it would be judged a price not
great enough. 8We have a young sister, and she has no breasts; what are we to do for our
sister in the daywhen she is given to aman? 9 If she is a wall, wewill make on her a strong
base of silver; and if she is a door,wewill let her be shut upwith cedar-wood. 10 I amawall,
and my breasts are like towers; then was I in his eyes as one to whom good chance had
come. 11Solomon had a vine-garden at Baal-hamon; he let out the vine-garden to keepers;
every one had to give a thousand bits of silver for its fruit. 12My vine-garden, which is
mine, is before me: you, O Solomon, will have the thousand, and those who keep the fruit
of them two hundred. 13You who have your resting-place in the gardens, the friends give
ear to your voice; make me give ear to it. 14Come quickly, my loved one, and be like a roe
on themountains of spice.



Isaiah 1:1 475 Isaiah 2:3

The Book of the Prophet
Isaiah

1The vision of Isaiah, the son of Amoz, which he saw about Judah and Jerusalem, in the
days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. 2 Give ear, O heavens, and
you, O earth, to the word which the Lord has said: I have taken care of my children till
they became men, but their hearts have been turned away from me. 3 Even the ox has
knowledge of its owner, and the ass of the place where its master puts its food: but Israel
hasnoknowledge,mypeoplegiveno thought tome. 4Onation full of sin, apeopleweighted
downwith crime, a generation of evil-doers, false-hearted children: they have gone away
from the Lord, they have no respect for theHolyOne of Israel, their hearts are turned back
from him. 5Why will you have more and more punishment? why keep on in your evil
ways? Every head is tired and every heart is feeble. 6 The body, from head to foot, is all
diseased; it is a mass of openwounds, marks of blows, and broken flesh: the flow of blood
has not been stopped, and no oil has been put on the wounds. 7Your country has become
waste; your towns are burnedwith fire; as for your land, it is overturned before your eyes,
made waste and overcome by men from strange lands. 8 And the daughter of Zion has
become like a tent in a vine-garden, like a watchman's house in a field of fruit, like a town
shut in by armies. 9 If the Lord of armies had not kept some at least of us safe, we would
have been like Sodom, and the fate of Gomorrah would have been ours. 10Give ear to the
word of the Lord, you rulers of Sodom; let your hearts be turned to the law of our God,
you people of Gomorrah. 11What use to me is the number of the offerings which you give
me? says the Lord; your burned offerings of sheep, and the best parts of fat cattle, are a
weariness to me; I take no pleasure in the blood of oxen, or of lambs, or of he-goats. 12At
whose request do you come before me, making my house unclean with your feet? 13Give
menomore false offerings; the smoke of burning flesh is disgusting tome, so are your new
moons and Sabbaths and your holy meetings. 14Your newmoons and your regular feasts
are a grief to my soul: they are a weight in my spirit; I am crushed under them. 15 And
when your hands are stretched out to me, my eyes will be turned away from you: even
though you go on making prayers, I will not give ear: your hands are full of blood. 16 Be
washed, make yourselves clean; put away the evil of your doings from beforemy eyes; let
there be an end of sinning; 17 Take pleasure in well-doing; let your ways be upright, keep
down the cruel, give a right decision for the childwho has no father, see to the cause of the
widow. 18Come now, and let us have an argument together, says the Lord: howmay your
sinswhichare red likebloodbewhite as snow? howmay their darkpurple seem likewool?
19 If youwill give ear tomyword anddo it, the good things of the landwill be yours; 20But if
your hearts are turned againstme, Iwill send destruction on youby the sword; so the Lord
has said. 21The upright town has become untrue; there was a time when her judges gave
right decisions, when righteousness had a resting-place in her, but now she is full of those
who takemen's lives. 22Your silver is no longer truemetal, yourwine ismixedwithwater.
23Your chiefs have gone against the Lord, they have become friends of thieves; every one
of them is looking for profit and going after rewards; they do not give right decisions for
the child who has no father, and they do not let the cause of the widow come before them.
24For this reason the Lord, the Lord of armies, the Strong One of Israel, has said, I will put
an end to my haters, and send punishment on those who are against me; 25And my hand
will again be on you, washing awaywhat is unclean aswith soap, and taking away all your
falsemetal; 26And Iwill give you judges again as at the first, andwise guides as in the past;
then you will be named, The Town of Righteousness, the true town. 27 Upright acts will
be the price of Zion's forgiveness, and by righteousness will men be living there. 28 But
a common destruction will overtake sinners and evil-doers together, and those who have
gone away from theLordwill be cut off. 29For youwill be put to shamebecause of the trees
of your desire, and because of the gardens of your pleasure. 30 For you will be like a tree
whose leaves have become dry, and like a garden without water. 31And the strong will be
as food for the fire, and his work as a flame; and they will be burned together, with no one
to put out the fire.

2
1The word which Isaiah, the son of Amoz, saw about Judah and Jerusalem. 2And it will

come about in the last days, that the mountain of the Lord will be placed on the top of the
mountains, and be lifted up over the hills; and all nationswill come to it. 3And the peoples
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will say, Come, and let us goup to themountainof theLord, to thehouseof theGodof Jacob:
and he will give us knowledge of his ways, and we will be guided by his word; for out of
Zion the lawwill goout, and thewordof theLord fromJerusalem. 4Andhewill be the judge
between the nations, and the peoples will be ruled by his decisions: and their swords will
be turned into plough-blades, and their spears into vine-knives: no longerwill the nations
be turning their swords against one another, and the knowledge of war will be gone for
ever. 5O family of Jacob, come, and let us go in the light of the Lord. 6For you, O Lord, have
given up your people, the family of Jacob, because they are full of the evil ways of the east,
andmakeuse of secret arts like the Philistines, and are friendswith the children of strange
countries. 7And their land is full of silver and gold, and there is no end to their stores; their
land is full of horses, and there is no end to their carriages. 8 Their land is full of images;
they give worship to the work of their hands, even to that which their fingers have made.
9And the poorman's head is bent, and the great man goes down on his face: for this cause
there will be no forgiveness for their sin. 10Go into a hole in the rock, covering yourselves
with dust, in fear of the Lord, before the glory of his power. 11 The high looks of man will
be put to shame, and the pride ofmenwill bemade low, and only the Lordwill be lifted up
in that day. 12 For the day of the Lord of armies is coming on all the pride of men, and on
all who are high and lifted up; 13And on all the high trees of Lebanon, and on all the strong
trees of Bashan; 14And on all the high mountains, and on all the hills which are lifted up;
15And on every high tower, and on every strong wall; 16And on all the ships of Tarshish,
and on all the fair boats. 17And the high looks of man will be put to shame, and the pride
of menwill bemade low: and only the Lord will be lifted up in that day. 18And the images
will never be seen again. 19Andmen will go into cracks of the rocks, and into holes of the
earth, for fear of the Lord, and before the glory of his power, when he comes out of his
place, shaking the earthwith his strength. 20 In that daymenwill put their images of silver
and of gold, which they made for worship, in the keeping of the beasts of the dark places;
21To take cover in the cracks of the rocks, and in the holes of the hills, for fear of the Lord,
and before the glory of his power, when he comes out of his place, shaking the earth with
his strength. 22Have no more to do with man, whose life is only a breath, for he is of no
value.

3
1For the Lord, the Lord of armies, is about to take away from Jerusalem and from Judah

all their support; their store of bread and of water; 2The strong man and the man of war;
the judge and the prophet; themanwho has knowledge of secret arts, and themanwho is
wise because of his years; 3The captain of fifty, and theman of high position, and the wise
guide, and the wonder-worker, and he whomakes use of secret powers. 4And I will make
children their chiefs, and foolish ones will have rule over them. 5And the people will be
crushed, every one by his neighbour; the young will be full of pride against the old, and
those of low position will be lifted up against the noble. 6When oneman puts his hand on
another in his father's house, and says, You have clothing, be our ruler and be responsible
for us in our sad condition: 7Then hewill say with an oath, I will not be a helper, for inmy
house there is no bread or clothing: I will not let you make me a ruler of the people. 8 For
Jerusalem has become feeble, and destruction has come on Judah, because their words
and their acts are against the Lord, moving the eyes of his glory to wrath. 9 Their respect
for a man's position is a witness against them; and their sin is open to the view of all; like
that of Sodom, it is not covered. A curse on their soul! for the measure of their sin is full.
10Happy is the upright man! for he will have joy of the fruit of his ways. 11Unhappy is the
sinner! for the reward of his evil doings will come on him. 12As for my people, their ruler
is acting like a child, and those who have authority over them are women. O my people,
your guides are the cause of your wandering, turning your footsteps out of the right way.
13TheLord is ready to takeuphis cause against his people, and is about to come forward as
their judge. 14The Lord comes to be the judge of their responsiblemen and of their rulers:
it is you who have made waste the vine-garden, and in your houses is the property of the
poor which you have taken by force. 15 By what right are you crushing my people, and
putting a bitter yoke on the necks of the poor? This is the word of the Lord, the Lord of
armies. 16Again, the Lord has said, Because the daughters of Zion are full of pride, and go
with outstretched necks and wandering eyes, with their foot-chains sounding when they
go: 17TheLordwill senddisease on the heads of the daughters of Zion, and the Lordwill let
their secret parts be seen. 18 In that day theLordwill take away the glory of their foot-rings,
and their sun-jewels, and their moon-ornaments, 19The ear-rings, and the chains, and the
delicate clothing, 20 The head-bands, and the arm-chains, and the worked bands, and the
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perfume-boxes, and the jewelswith secret powers, 21The rings, and the nose-jewels, 22The
feast-day dresses, and the robes, and the wide skirts, and the handbags, 23 The looking-
glasses, and the fair linen, and the high head-dresses, and the veils. 24And in the place of
sweet spices will be an evil smell, and for a fair band a thick cord; for a well-dressed head
there will be the cutting-off of the hair, and for a beautiful robe there will be the clothing
of sorrow; themark of the prisoner in place of the ornaments of the free. 25Yourmenwill
be put to the sword, and your men of war will come to destruction in the fight. 26And in
the public places of her towns will be sorrow and weeping; and she will be seated on the
earth, waste and uncovered.

4
1And in that day sevenwomenwill put their hands on oneman, saying, Therewill be no

need for you to give us food or clothing, only let us go under your name, so that our shame
may be taken away. 2 In that day will the young growth of the Lord be beautiful in glory,
and the fruit of the earth will be the pride of those who are still living in Israel. 3 And it
will come about that the rest of the living in Zion, and of those who have been kept from
destruction in Jerusalem, will be named holy, even everyone who has been recorded for
life in Jerusalem: 4When Zion has been washed from her sin by the Lord, and Jerusalem
made clean fromher blood by a judging and a burningwind. 5And over every living-place
onMount Zion, all over all hermeetings, the Lordwillmake a cloud and smoke by day, and
the shining of a flaming fire by night, for over all, the glory of the Lord will be a cover and
a tent; 6And a shade in the daytime from the heat, and a safe cover from storm and from
rain.

5
1Letmemakeasongaboutmy lovedone, a songof love forhisvine-garden. My lovedone

had a vine-garden on a fertile hill: 2And after working the earth of it with a spade, he took
away its stones, and put in it a very special vine; and he put up awatchtower in themiddle
of it, hollowing out in the rock a place for the grape-crushing; and he was hoping that it
would give thebest grapes, but it gave commongrapes. 3Andnow, youpeople of Jerusalem
and youmen of Judah, be the judges betweenme andmy vine-garden. 4 Is there anything
whichmight have been done for my vine-garden which I have not done? why then, when
I was hoping for the best grapes did it give me common grapes? 5 And now, this is what
I will do to my vine-garden: I will take away the circle of thorns round it, and it will be
burned up; its wall will be broken down and the beasts of the fieldwill go through it; 6And
I will make it waste; its branches will not be touched with the knife, or the earth worked
with the spade; but blackberries and thornswill come up in it: and Iwill give orders to the
clouds not to send rain on it. 7 For the vine-garden of the Lord of armies is the people of
Israel, and the men of Judah are the plant of his delight: and he was looking for upright
judging, and there was blood; for righteousness, and there was a cry for help. 8 Cursed
are those who are joining house to house, and putting field to field, till there is no more
living-space for any but themselves in all the land! 9 The Lord of armies has said to me
secretly, Truly, numbers of great and fair houses will be waste, with no one living in them.
10For tenfields of vineswill only give onemeasure ofwine, anda great amount of seedwill
only give a small measure of grain. 11Cursed are those who get up early in themorning to
give themselves up to strong drink; who keep on drinking far into the night till they are
heatedwithwine! 12And corded instruments andwind-instruments andwine are in their
feasts: but they giveno thought to thework of theLord, and they arenot interested inwhat
his hands are doing. 13 For this cause my people are taken away as prisoners into strange
countries for need of knowledge: and their rulers are wasted for need of food, and their
loud-voiced feasters are dry for need of water. 14For this cause the underworld has made
wide its throat, opening itsmouthwithout limit: andher glory, and thenoise of hermasses,
and her loud-voiced feasters, will go down into it. 15And the poor man's head is bent, and
the great man goes down on his face, and the eyes of pride are put to shame: 16 But the
Lord of armies is lifted up as judge, and the Holy God is seen to be holy in righteousness.
17Then the lambs will get food as in their grass-lands, and the fat cattle will be feasting in
the waste places. 18 Cursed are those who make use of ox-cords for pulling the evil thing,
and the bands of a young ox for their sin! 19Who say, Let him do his work quickly, let him
make it sudden, so that we may see it: let the design of the Holy One of Israel come near,
so that it may be clear to us. 20 Cursed are those who give the name of good to evil, and
of evil to what is good: who make light dark, and dark light: who make bitter sweet, and
sweet bitter! 21Cursed are thosewho seemwise to themselves, andwho take pride in their
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knowledge! 22 Cursed are those who are strong to take wine, and great in making mixed
drinks! 23Who for a reward give support to the cause of the sinner, and who take away
the righteousness of the upright from him. 24 For this cause, as the waste of the grain is
burned up by tongues of fire, and as the dry grass goes down before the flame, so their
root will be like the dry stems of grain, and their flower will go up in dust: because they
have gone against the law of the Lord of armies, and have given no honour to the word of
the Holy One of Israel. 25 For this reason the wrath of the Lord has been burning against
his people, and his hand has been stretched out against them in punishment, and the hills
were shaking, and their dead bodieswere likewaste in the open places of the town. 26And
he will let a flag be lifted up as a sign to a far-off nation, whistling to them from the ends
of the earth: and they will come quickly and suddenly. 27 There is no weariness among
them, and no man is feeble-footed: they come without resting or sleeping, and the cord
of their shoes is not broken. 28 Their arrows are sharp, and every bow is bent: the feet of
their horses are like rock, and their wheels are like a rushing storm. 29The sound of their
armies will be like the voice of a lion, and their war-cry like the noise of young lions: with
loud cries theywill come down on their food andwill take it away safely, and therewill be
no one to take it out of their hands. 30And his voice will be loud over him in that day like
the sounding of the sea: and if aman's eyes are turned to the earth, it is all dark and full of
trouble; and the light is made dark by thick clouds.

6
1 In the year of King Uzziah's death I saw the Lord seated in his place, high and lifted up,

and the Temple was full of the wide skirts of his robe. 2Over him were the winged ones:
every one had six wings; two for covering his face, two for covering his feed, and two for
flight. 3And one said in a loud voice to another, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of armies: all
the earth is full of his glory. 4And the bases of the door-pillars were shaking at the sound
of his cry, and the house was full of smoke. 5 Then I said, The curse is on me, and my fate
is destruction; for I am a man of unclean lips, living among a people of unclean lips; for
my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of armies. 6 Then a winged one came to me with a
burning coal in his hand, which he had taken from off the altar with the fire-spoon. 7And
after touching my mouth with it, he said, See, your lips have been touched with this; and
your evil is taken away, and you aremade clean from sin. 8And the voice of the Lord came
tomy ears, saying,Whomam I to send, andwhowill go for us? Then I said, Here am I, send
me. 9And he said, Go, and say to this people, You will go on hearing, but learning nothing;
you will go on seeing, but without getting wiser. 10Make the hearts of this people fat, and
let their ears be stopped, and their eyes shut; for fear that they may see with their eyes,
and be hearingwith their ears, and their heart may becomewise, and theymay be turned
tome andmadewell. 11Then I said, Lord, how long? And he said in answer, Till the towns
are waste and unpeopled, and the houses have nomen, and the land becomes completely
waste, 12And theLordhas takenmen far away, and there arewidewaste places in the land.
13And even if there is still a tenth part in it, it will again be burned, like a tree of thewoods
whose broken end is still in the earth after the tree has been cut down (the holy seed is the
broken end).

7
1Now it came about in the days of Ahaz, the son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, king of

Judah, that Rezin, the king of Aram, and Pekah, the son of Remaliah, the king of Israel,
came up to Jerusalem tomakewar against it, but were not able to overcome it. 2Andword
came to the family ofDavid thatAramhadputup its tents inEphraim. And theking's heart,
and the hearts of his people, were moved, like the trees of the wood shaking in the wind.
3 Then the Lord said to Isaiah, Go out now, you and Shear-jashub, your son, and you will
come across Ahaz at the end of the stream flowing from the higher pool, in the highway
of the washerman's field; 4 And say to him, Take care and be quiet; have no fear, and do
not let your heart be feeble, because of these two ends of smoking fire-wood, because of
the bitter wrath of Rezin and Aram, and of the son of Remaliah. 5Because Aram hasmade
evil designs against you, saying, 6Let us go up against Judah, troubling her, and forcing our
way into her, and let us put up a king in her, even the son of Tabeel: 7 This is the word of
the Lord God: This design will not come about or be effected. 8 For the head of Aram is
Damascus, and the head of Damascus is Rezin (and in sixty-five years from now Ephraim
will be broken, andwill no longer be a people): 9And the head of Ephraim is Samaria, and
the head of Samaria is Remaliah's son. If you will not have faith, your kingdom will be
broken. 10And Isaiah said again to Ahaz, 11Make a request to the Lord your God for a sign,
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a sign in the deep places of the underworld, or in the high heavens. 12But Ahaz said, I will
not put the Lord to the test bymaking such a request. 13Andhe said, Give ear now,O family
of David: is it not enough that you are driving men to disgust? will you do the same to my
God? 14 For this cause the Lord himself will give you a sign; a young woman is now with
child, and she will give birth to a son, and she will give him the name Immanuel. 15Butter
and honey will be his food, when he is old enough to make a decision between evil and
good. 16 For before the child is old enough to make a decision between evil and good, the
landwhose two kings you are now fearingwill have becomewaste. 17The Lord is about to
sendonyou, andonyourpeople, andonyour father's house, sucha timeof trouble as there
has not been from the days of the separating of Ephraim from Judah; even the coming of
the king of Assyria. 18And it will be in that day that the Lord will make a piping sound for
the fly which is in the end of the rivers of Egypt, and for the bee which is in the land of
Assyria. 19And they will come, covering all the waste valleys, and the holes of the rocks,
and the thorns, and all the watering-places. 20 In that day will the Lord take away the hair
of the head and of the feet, as well as the hair of the face, with a blade got for a price from
the other side of the River; evenwith the king of Assyria. 21And it will be in that day that a
man will give food to a young cow and two sheep; 22And they will give so much milk that
he will be able to have butter for his food: for butter and honey will be the food of all who
are still living in the land. 23 And it will be in that day that in every place where before
there were a thousand vines valued at a thousand shekels of silver, there will be nothing
but blackberries and thorns. 24Men will come there with bows and arrows, because all
the land will be full of blackberries and thorns. 25And they will send out the oxen and the
sheep on all the hillswhich beforewereworkedwith the spade, ... fear of blackberries and
thorns.

8
1 And the Lord said to me, Take a great writing-board, and on it put down in common

letters, Maher-shalal-hash-baz; 2And take true witnesses to the writing, Uriah the priest,
and Zechariah, the son of Jeberechiah. 3And I went in to my wife, and she became with
child, and gave birth to a son. Then the Lord said to me, Give him the nameMaher-shalal-
hash-baz, 4 For before the child is able to say, Father, or, Mother, the wealth of Damascus
and the goods of Samaria will be taken away by the king of Assyria. 5 And the Lord said
again tome, 6Because this peoplewill have nothing to dowith the softly-flowingwaters of
Shiloah, and have fear of Rezin and Remaliah's son; 7For this cause the Lord is sending on
them the waters of the River, deep and strong, even the king of Assyria and all his glory:
and it will come up through all its streams, overflowing all its edges: 8 And it will come
on into Judah; rushing on and overflowing, till the waters are up to the neck; ***and his
outstretched wings will be covering the land from side to side: for God is with us. 9Have
knowledge, O peoples, and be in fear; give ear, all you far-off parts of the earth: 10Let your
designs be formed, and they will come to nothing; give your orders, and they will not be
effected: for God is with us. 11 For the Lord, controlling me with a strong hand, gave me
orders not to go in the way of this people, saying, 12Do not say, It is holy, about everything
of which this people says, It is holy; and do not be in fear of what they go in fear of. 13But
let the Lord of armies be holy to you, and go in fear of him, giving honour to him. 14And he
will be for a holy place: but for a stone of falling and a rock of trouble to the two houses of
Israel, and to themen of Jerusalem, for a net in which theymay be taken. 15And numbers
of them, falling on the stone,will be broken, andwill be taken in the net. 16Letmy teaching
be kept secret: andmywords be given tomy disciples only. 17And I will be waiting for the
Lord, whose face is veiled from the house of Jacob, and I will be looking for him. 18 See,
I and the children whom the Lord has given me, are for signs and for wonders in Israel
from the Lord of armies, whose resting-place is in Mount Zion. 19 And when they say to
you, Make request for us to those who have control of spirits, and to those wise in secret
arts, whomake hollow bird-like sounds; is it not right for a people tomake request to their
gods, to make request for the living to the dead? 20Then say to them, Put your faith in the
teaching and the witness. ... If they do not say such things. ... For him there is no dawn.
... 21And he will go through the land in bitter trouble and in need of food; and when he is
unable to get food, hewill become angry, cursing his king and his God, and his eyeswill be
turned to heaven on high; 22And he will be looking down on the earth, and there will be
trouble and dark clouds, black night where there is no seeing.

9
1 In earlier timeshemade the landofZebulunand the landofNaphtali of small value, but
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after that he gave it glory, by the way of the sea, on the other side of Jordan, Galilee of the
nations. 2The peoplewhowent in the dark have seen a great light, and for thosewhowere
living in the land of the deepest night, the light is shining. 3You havemade themvery glad,
increasing their joy. They are glad before you as men are glad in the time of getting in the
grain, or when they make division of the goods taken in war. 4 For by your hand the yoke
on his neck and the rod on his back, even the rod of his cruel master, have been broken,
as in the day of Midian. 5For every boot of theman of war with his sounding step, and the
clothing rolled in blood,will be for burning, food for thefire. 6For to us a child has come, to
usa son is given; and thegovernmenthasbeenplaced inhishands; andhehasbeennamed
Wise Guide, Strong God, Father for ever, Prince of Peace. 7Of the increase of his rule and
of peace there will be no end, on the seat of David, and in his kingdom; to make it strong,
supporting itwithwise decision and righteousness, nowand for ever. By thefixedpurpose
of the Lord of armies thiswill be done. 8The Lord has sent aword to Jacob, and it has come
on Israel; 9 And all the people will have experience of it, even Ephraim and the men of
Samaria, who say in the pride of their uplifted hearts, 10 The bricks have come down, but
we will put up buildings of cut stone in their place: the sycamores are cut down, but they
will be changed to cedars. 11 For this cause the Lord has made strong the haters of Israel,
driving them on to make war against him; 12Aram on the east, and the Philistines on the
west, who have come against Israel with openmouths. For all this his wrath is not turned
away, but his hand is stretchedout still. 13But theheart of the peoplewasnot turned tohim
who sent punishment on them, and theymade no prayer to the Lord of armies. 14For this
cause the Lord took away from Israel head and tail, high and low, in one day. 15 The man
who is honoured and responsible is the head, and the prophet who gives false teaching is
the tail. 16 For the guides of this people are the cause of their wandering from the right
way, and thosewho are guided by them come to destruction. 17For this cause the Lordwill
havenopleasure in their youngmen, andnopityon theirwidowsand the childrenwithout
fathers: for they are all haters of God and evil-doers, and foolish words come from every
mouth. For all this his wrath is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still. 18 For
evil was burning like a fire; the blackberries and thorns were burned up; the thick woods
took fire, rolling up in dark clouds of smoke. 19 The land was dark with the wrath of the
Lord of armies: the people were like those who take men's flesh for food. 20On the right
a man was cutting off bits and was still in need; on the left a man took a meal but had not
enough; no man had pity on his brother; every man was making a meal of the flesh of his
neighbour. 21Manasseh was making a meal of Ephraim, and Ephraim of Manasseh; and
together they were attacking Judah. For all this his wrath is not turned away, but his hand
is stretched out still.

10
1 Cursed are those who make evil decisions, and the writers who make the records of

their cruel acts: 2Who do wrong to the poor in their cause, and take away the right of the
crushed among my people, so that they may have the property of widows, and get under
their power those who have no father. 3And what will you do in the day of punishment,
and in the destruction which is coming from far? to whomwill you go for help, and what
will become of your glory? 4 ... For all this his wrath is not turned away, but his hand is
stretched out still. 5Ho! Assyrian, the rod of mywrath, the instrument of my punishment!
6 I will send him against a nation of wrongdoers, and against the people of mywrath I will
givehimorders, to take theirwealth inwar, crushing themdown like thedust in the streets.
7But this is notwhat is in hismind, and this is not his design; but his purpose is destruction,
and the cutting off of more andmore nations. 8For he says, Are not all my captains kings?
9Will not the fate of Calno be like that of Carchemish? is not Hamath as Arpad? is not
Samaria as Damascus? 10 As my hand has come on the kingdoms of the images, whose
pictured images were more in number than those of Jerusalem and Samaria; 11 So, as I
have done to Samaria and her images, I will do to Jerusalem and her images. 12 For this
cause it will be that, when the purpose of the Lord against Mount Zion and Jerusalem is
complete, I will send punishment on the pride of the heart of the king of Assyria, and on
the glory of his uplifted eyes. 13For he has said, By the strength of my hand I have done it,
andbymyknowledge, for I amwise: and I have taken away the limits of the peoples' lands,
and the stores of their wealth have becomemine; and I have made towns low in the dust,
sending destruction on those living in them; 14And I have put my hands on the wealth of
the peoples, as on the place where a bird has put her eggs; and as amanmay take the eggs
from which a bird has gone, so I have taken all the earth for myself: and not a wing was
moved, and not amouth gave out a sound. 15Will the axe say high-soundingwords against
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himwho is using it, or the blade be full of pride against him who is cutting with it? As if a
rod had the power of shaking himwho is using it, or as if a stick might take up himwho is
not wood. 16For this cause the Lord, the Lord of armies, will make his fat become wasted;
and in his inner parts a fire will be lighted like a burning flame. 17And the light of Israel
will be for a fire, and his Holy One for a flame: wasting and burning up his thorns in one
day. 18And he will put an end to the glory of his woods and of his planted fields, soul and
body together; and it will be as when a man is wasted by disease. 19 And the rest of the
trees of his wood will be small in number, so that a child may put them down in writing.
20And it will be in that day that the rest of Israel, and those of Jacobwho have come safely
through these troubles, will no longer go for help to himwhose rodwas on their back, but
their faith will be in the Lord, the Holy One of Israel. 21 The rest, even the rest of Jacob,
will come back to the Strong God. 22 For though your people, O Israel, are as the sand of
the sea, only a small number will come back: for the destruction is fixed, overflowing in
righteousness. 23 For the Lord, the Lord of armies, is about to make destruction complete
in all the land. 24 For this cause the Lord, the Lord of armies, says, O my people living in
Zion, have no fear of the Assyrian, even if his rod comes on your back, and his stick is lifted
up as in Egypt. 25 For in a very short time my passion will be over, and my wrath will be
turned to their destruction. 26And the Lord of armies will be shaking a whip against him,
aswhenhe overcameMidian at the rock of Oreb: and his rodwill be lifted up against them
as it was against the Egyptians. 27And in that day the weight which he put on your back
will be taken away, and his yoke broken from off your neck. 28He has gone up from Pene-
Rimmon, he has come to Aiath; he has gone past Migron, at Michmash he puts his forces
in order. 29 They have gone across the mountain; Geba will be our resting-place tonight,
they say: Ramah is shaking with fear; Gibeah of Saul has gone in flight. 30Give a loud cry,
daughter of Gallim; let Laishah give ear; let Anathoth give answer to her. 31Madmenah
has gone; the men of Gebim are putting their goods in a safe place. 32 This very day he is
stopping at Nob; he is shaking his hand against the mountain of the daughter of Zion, the
hill of Jerusalem. 33 See, the Lord, the Lord of armies, is cutting off his branches with a
great noise, and his strong ones are falling and his high ones are coming down. 34And he
is cutting down the thick places of the woodwith an axe, and Lebanonwith its tall trees is
coming down.

11
1And there will come a rod out of the broken tree of Jesse, and a branch out of his roots

will give fruit. 2And the spirit of the Lord will be resting on him, the spirit of wisdom and
good sense, the spirit of wise guiding and strength, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear
of the Lord; 3And hewill not be guided in his judging bywhat he sees, or give decisions by
thehearingofhis ears: 4Buthewill do right in the causeof thepoor, andgivewisedecisions
for those in the landwhoare inneed; and the rodofhismouthwill comedownon the cruel,
and with the breath of his lips he will put an end to the evil-doer. 5And righteousness will
be the cord of his robe, and good faith the band round his breast. 6And the wolf will be
living with the lamb, and the leopard will take his rest with the young goat; and the lion
will take grass for food like the ox; and the young lion will go with the young ones of the
herd; and a little child will be their guide. 7And the cow and the bear will be friends while
their young ones are sleeping together. 8And the child at the breast will be playing by the
holeof the snake, and theolder childwill puthishandon thebright eyeof thepoison-snake.
9There will be no cause of pain or destruction in all my holy mountain: for the earth will
be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the sea is covered by the waters. 10And in that day,
the eyes of the nations will be turned to the root of Jesse which will be lifted up as the flag
of the peoples; and his resting-place will be glory. 11And in that day the hand of the Lord
will be stretched out the second time to get back the rest of his people, from Assyria, and
from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from
Hamath, and from the sea-lands. 12Andhewill put up a flag as a sign to the nations, and he
will get together those of Israelwhohad been sent away, and thewandering ones of Judah,
from the four ends of the earth. 13And the envy of Ephraim will be gone, and those who
make trouble for Judahwill come to anend: Ephraimwill havenomore envyof Judah, and
therewill be an end of Judah's hate for Ephraim. 14And theywill be united in attacking the
Philistines on the west, and together they will take the goods of the children of the east:
their hand will be on Edom and Moab; and the children of Ammon will be under their
rule. 15And the Lord will make the tongue of the Egyptian sea completely dry; and with
his burning wind his hand will be stretched out over the River, and it will be parted into
seven streams, so thatmenmay go over it with dry feet. 16And therewill be a highway for
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the rest of his people fromAssyria; as there was for Israel in the daywhen he came up out
of the land of Egypt.

12
1And in that day youwill say Iwill give praise to you, O Lord; for though youwere angry

with me, your wrath is turned away, and I am comforted. 2 See, God is my salvation; I will
have faith in the Lord, without fear: for the Lord Jah is my strength and song; and he has
becomemy salvation. 3Sowith joywill you get water out of the springs of salvation. 4And
in that day you will say, Give praise to the Lord, let his name be honoured, give word of
his doings among the peoples, say that his name is lifted up. 5Make a song to the Lord;
for he has done noble things: give news of them through all the earth. 6Let your voice be
sounding in a cry of joy, O daughter of Zion, for great is the Holy One of Israel among you.

13
1 The word of the Lord about Babylon which Isaiah, the son of Amoz, saw. 2 Put up a

flag on a clear mountain-top, make a loud outcry to them, give directions with the hand,
so that they may go into the doors of the great ones. 3 I have given orders to my holy ones,
I have sent out my men of war, those of mine who take pride in their power, to give effect
to my wrath. 4 The noise of great numbers in the mountains, like the noise of a strong
people! The noise of the kingdoms of the nations meeting together! The Lord of armies
is numbering his forces for war. 5They come from a far country, from the farthest part of
heaven, even the Lord and the instruments of his wrath, with destruction for all the land.
6 Send out a cry of grief; for the day of the Lord is near; it comes as destruction from the
Most High. 7 For this cause all hands will be feeble, and every heart of man be turned to
water; 8Their hearts will be full of fear; pains and sorrows will overcome them; they will
be in pain like a woman in childbirth; they will be shocked at one another; their faces will
be like flames. 9See, the day of the Lord is coming, cruel, with wrath and burning passion:
tomake the land awaste, driving the sinners in it to destruction. 10For the stars of heaven
and its bright armies will not give their light: the sun will be made dark in his journey
through the heaven, and themoonwill keep back her light. 11And I will send punishment
on the world for its evil, and on the sinners for their wrongdoing; and I will put an end to
all pride, andwill make low the power of the cruel. 12 I will makemen so small in number,
that a man will be harder to get than gold, even the best gold of Ophir. 13 For this cause
the heavens will be shaking, and the earth will be moved out of its place, in the wrath of
the Lord of armies, and in the day of his burning passion. 14And it will be that, like a roe
in flight, and like wandering sheep, they will go every man to his people and to his land.
15Everyonewho is overtakenwill have a spearput throughhim, andeveryonewhogoes in
flight will be put to the sword. 16Their young childrenwill be broken up before their eyes;
their goods will be taken away, and their wives made the property of others. 17 See, I am
driving the Medes against them, who put no value on silver and have no pleasure in gold.
18 In their hands are bows and spears; they are cruel, violently putting the young men to
death, and crushing the young women; they have no pity for children, and no mercy for
the fruit of the body. 19AndBabylon, the glory of kingdoms, the beautiful townwhich is the
pride of the Chaldaeans, will be like God's destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. 20People
will neverbe living in it again, and itwill havenomoremen fromgeneration togeneration:
the Arabwill not put up his tent there; and thosewho keep sheepwill notmake it a resting-
place for their flocks. 21 But the beasts of the waste land will have their holes there; and
the houses will be full of crying jackals, and ostriches will have their place there, and evil
spirits will be dancing there. 22Andwolveswill be answering one another in their towers,
and jackals in their houses of pleasure: her time is near, andher days of powerwill quickly
be ended.

14
1For theLordwillhavemercyon Jacob, andwill againmake Israelhis specialpeople, and

will put them in their land; and theman from a strange country will take his place among
them and be joined to the family of Jacob. 2 And the people will take them with them to
their place: and the children of Israel will give them a heritage in the Lord's land as men-
servants and women-servants, making them prisoners whose prisoners they were; and
they will be rulers over their masters. 3And it will be, in the day when the Lord gives you
rest from your sorrow, and from your trouble, and from the hard yokewhich they had put
onyou, 4That youwill takeup this bitter songagainst the kingofBabylon, and say,Howhas
the cruel overseer come to an end! Hewhowas lifted up in pride is cut off; 5The stick of the
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evil-doers, the rod of the rulers, is broken by the Lord; 6He whose rod was on the peoples
with an unendingwrath, ruling the nations in passion, with an uncontrolled rule. 7All the
earth is at rest and is quiet: they are bursting into song. 8 Even the trees of the wood are
glad over you, the trees of Lebanon, saying, From the time of your fall no wood-cutter has
come up against us with an axe. 9The underworld is moved at your coming: the shades of
the dead are awake before you, even the strong ones of the earth; all the kings of theworld
have got up from their seats. 10 They all make answer and say to you, Have you become
feeble like us? have you been made even as we are? 11Your pride has gone down into the
underworld, and the noise of your instruments of music; the worms are under you, and
your body is covered with them. 12How great is your fall from heaven, O shining one, son
of the morning! How are you cut down to the earth, low among the dead bodies! 13 For
you said in your heart, I will go up to heaven, I will make my seat higher than the stars of
God; I will take my place on the mountain of the meeting-place of the gods, in the inmost
parts of the north. 14 I will go higher than the clouds; I will be like the Most High. 15 But
youwill come down to the underworld, even to its inmost parts. 16Those who see youwill
be looking on you with care, they will be in deep thought, saying, Is this the troubler of
the earth, the shaker of kingdoms? 17Whomade theworld awaste, overturning its towns;
who did not let his prisoners loose from the prison-house. 18All the kings of the earth are
at rest in glory, everyman in his house, 19But you, like a birth before its time, are stretched
out with no resting-place in the earth; clothed with the bodies of the dead who have been
put to the sword,who go down to the lowest parts of the underworld; a dead body, crushed
under foot. 20As for your fathers, you will not be united with them in their resting-place,
because you have been the cause of destruction to your land, and of death to your people;
the seed of the evil-doerwill have no place in thememory ofman. 21Make ready a place of
death for his children, because of the evil-doing of their father; so that theymay not come
up and take the earth for their heritage, covering the face of the world with waste places.
22For I will come up against them, says the Lord of armies, cutting off from Babylon name
and offspring, son and son's son, says the Lord. 23And I will make you a heritage for the
hedgehog, and pools of water: and I will go through it with the brush of destruction, says
the Lord of armies. 24 The Lord has taken an oath, saying, My design will certainly come
about, and my purpose will be effected: 25 To let the Assyrian be broken in my land, and
crushed under foot on my mountains: there will his yoke be taken away from them, and
his rule over them come to an end. 26 This is the purpose for all the earth: and this is the
hand stretched out over all nations. 27For it is the purpose of the Lord of armies, and who
will make it of no effect? when his hand is stretched out, by whommay it be turned back?
28 In the year of the death of King Ahaz this word came to the prophet: 29 Be not glad, O
Philistia, all of you, because the rodwhichwas on you is broken: for out of the snake's root
will come a poison-snake, and its fruit will be awinged poison-snake. 30And the poorest of
the landwill have food, and those in needwill be given a safe resting-place: but your seed
will come to an end for need of food, and the rest of you will be put to the sword. 31 Send
out a cry, O door! Make sounds of sorrow, O town! All your land has come to nothing, O
Philistia; for there comes a smoke out of the north, and everyone keeps his place in the
line. 32What answer, then, will my people give to the representatives of the nation? That
the Lord is the builder of Zion, and she will be a safe place for the poor of his people.

15
1 The word about Moab. For in a night Ar of Moab has become waste, and is seen no

longer; for in a night Kir of Moab has becomewaste, and is seen no longer. 2The daughter
of Dibon has gone up to the high places, weeping: Moab is sounding her cry of sorrowover
Nebo, andoverMedeba: everywhere thehair of theheadandof the face is cut off. 3 In their
streets they are covering themselves with haircloth: on the tops of their houses, and in
their public places, there is cryingandbitterweeping. 4Heshbon is cryingout, andElealeh;
their voice is sounding even to Jahaz: for this cause the heart of Moab is shaking; his soul
is shaking with fear. 5My heart is crying out for Moab; her people go in flight to Zoar, and
to Eglath-shelishiyah: for they go up with weeping by the slope of Luhith; on the way to
Horonaim they send up a cry of destruction. 6The waters of Nimrimwill become dry: for
the grass is burned up, the young grass is coming to an end, every green thing is dead. 7For
this cause they will take away their wealth, and the stores they have got together, over the
stream of the water-plants. 8 For the cry has gone round the limits of Moab; as far as to
Eglaim and Beer-elim. 9 For the waters of Dimon are full of blood: and I'm sending even
more onMoab, a lion on those of Moabwho go in flight, and on the rest of the land.
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16
1And they will send ... to the mountain of the daughter of Zion. 2 For the daughters of

Moab will be like wandering birds, like a place from which the young birds have gone in
flight, at theways across the Arnon. 3Givewise directions, make a decision; let your shade
be as night in full day: keep safe thosewhoare inflight; do not give up thewandering ones.
4Let those who have been forced out of Moab have a resting-place with you; be a cover to
them from himwho is making waste their land: till the cruel ones are cut off, andwasting
has come to an end, and those who take pleasure in crushing the poor are gone from the
land. 5Then a king's seat will be based onmercy, and one will be seated on it in the tent of
David for ever; judging uprightly, and quick to do righteousness. 6We have had word of
the pride of Moab, how great it is; how he is lifted up in pride and passion: his high words
about himself are false. 7For this cause everyone inMoabwill give cries of grief forMoab:
crushed to the earth, they will be weeping for the men of Kir-hareseth. 8 For the fields of
Heshbon are waste, the vine of Sibmah is dead; the lords of nations were overcome by
the produce of her vines; her vine-plants went as far as Jazer, and came even to the waste
land; her brancheswere stretched out to the sea. 9For this causemy sorrow for the vine of
Sibmahwill be like the weeping for Jazer: my eyes are droppingwater on you, O Heshbon
andElealeh! For they are sounding thewar-cry over your summer fruits and the getting in
of your grain; 10And all joy is gone; no longer are they glad for the fertile field; and in the
vine-gardens there are no songs or sounds of joy: the crushing of grapes has come to an
end, and its glad cry has been stopped. 11For this cause the cords ofmy heart are sounding
for Moab, and I am full of sorrow for Kir-heres. 12 And when Moab goes up to the high
place, and makes prayer in the house of his god, it will have no effect. 13 This is the word
which the Lord said about Moab in the past. 14But now the Lord has said, In three years,
the years of a servant working for payment, the glory of Moab, all that great people, will
be turned to shame, and the rest of Moabwill be very small and without honour.

17
1 The word about Damascus. See, they have made Damascus a town no longer; it has

become a waste place. 2Her towns are unpeopled for ever; there the flocks take their rest
in peace, without fear. 3The strong tower has gone from Ephraim, and the kingdom from
Damascus: the rest of Aram will come to destruction, and be made like the glory of the
children of Israel, says the Lord of armies. 4 And it will be in that day that the glory of
Jacob will be made small, and the strength of his body will become feeble. 5 And it will
be like a man cutting the growth of his grain, pulling together the heads of the grain with
his arm; even as when they get in the grain in the valley of Rephaim. 6 But it will be like
a man shaking an olive-tree, something will still be there, two or three berries on the top
of the highest branch, four or five on the outside branches of a fertile tree, says the Lord,
the God of Israel. 7 In that day aman's heart will be turned to hisMaker, and his eyes to the
Holy One of Israel. 8He will not be looking to the altars, the work of his hands, or to the
wood pillars or to the sun-images which his fingers have made. 9 In that day your towns
will be like the waste places of the Hivites and the Amorites which the children of Israel
took for a heritage, and they will come to destruction. 10 For you have not given honour
to the God of your salvation, and have not kept in mind the Rock of your strength; for this
cause you made a garden of Adonis, and put in it the vine-cuttings of a strange god; 11 In
the day of your planting youwere watching its growth, and in themorning your seed was
flowering: but its fruit iswasted away in the day of grief and bitter sorrow. 12Ah! the voice
of peoples, like the loud sounding of the seas, and the thundering of great nations rushing
on like the bursting out of waters! 13But he will put a stop to them, and make them go in
flight far away, driving them like thewaste of the grain on the tops of themountains before
the wind, and like the circling dust before the storm. 14 In the evening there is fear, and in
themorning they are gone. This is the fate of those who take our goods, and the reward of
those who violently take our property for themselves.

18
1Ho! land of the sounding of wings, on the other side of the rivers of Ethiopia: 2Which

sends its representatives by the sea, even in ships of papyrus on the waters. Go back
quickly, O representatives, to a nation tall and smooth, to a people causing fear through
all their history; a strong nation, crushing down its haters, whose land is cut through by
rivers. 3All you peoples of the world, and you who are living on the earth, when a flag is
lifted up on the mountains, give attention; and when the horn is sounded, give ear. 4 For
this is what the Lord has said to me: I will be quiet, watching frommy place; like the clear
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heatwhen the sun is shining, like amist of dew in the heat of summer. 5For before the time
of getting in the grapes, after the opening of the bud, when the flower has become a grape
ready for crushing, he will take away the small branches with knives, cutting down and
taking away the wide-stretching branches. 6 They will be for the birds of the mountains,
and for the beasts of the earth: the birds will come down on them in the summer, and
the beasts of the earth in the winter. 7 In that time an offering will be made to the Lord
of armies from a people tall and smooth, causing fear through all their history; a strong
nation, crushing down its haters, whose land is cut through by rivers, an offering taken to
the place of the name of the Lord of armies, evenMount Zion.

19
1The word about Egypt. See, the Lord is seated on a quick-moving cloud, and is coming

to Egypt: and the false gods of Egypt will be troubled at his coming, and the heart of Egypt
will be turned to water. 2 And I will send the Egyptians against the Egyptians: and they
will be fighting every one against his brother, and every one against his neighbour; town
against town, and kingdom against kingdom. 3And the spirit of Egypt will be troubled in
her, and Iwillmake her decisionswithout effect: and theywill be turning to the false gods,
and to those who make hollow sounds, and to those who have control of spirits, and to
those who are wise in secret arts. 4And I will give the Egyptians into the hand of a cruel
lord; and a hard kingwill be their ruler, says the Lord, the Lord of armies. 5And thewaters
of the sea will be cut off, and the river will become dry and waste: 6 And the rivers will
have an evil smell; the streamof Egyptwill become small and dry: all thewater-plantswill
come to nothing. 7 The grass-lands by the Nile, and everything planted by the Nile, will
become dry, or taken away by the wind, and will come to an end. 8 The fishermen will be
sad, and all those who put fishing-lines into the Nile will be full of grief, and those whose
nets are stretched out on thewaterswill have sorrow in their hearts. 9And all theworkers
in linen thread, and those whomake cotton cloth, will be put to shame. 10And themakers
of twisted thread will be crushed, and those who ... will be sad in heart. 11 The chiefs of
Zoan are completely foolish; the wisest guides of Pharaoh have become like beasts: how
do you say to Pharaoh, I am the son of the wise, the offspring of early kings? 12Where,
then, are your wise men? let themmake clear to you, let them give you knowledge of the
purpose of the Lord of armies for Egypt. 13 The chiefs of Zoan have become foolish, the
chiefs of Noph are tricked, the heads of her tribes are the cause of Egypt's wandering out
of the way. 14The Lord has sent among them a spirit of error: and by them Egypt is turned
out of the right way in all her doings, as aman overcome bywine is uncertain in his steps.
15And in Egypt therewill be nowork for anyman, head or tail, high or low, to do. 16 In that
day the Egyptians will be like women: and the land will be shaking with fear because of
thewaving of the Lord's hand stretched out over it. 17And the land of Judahwill become a
cause of great fear to Egypt; whenever its name comes tomind, Egyptwill be in fear before
the Lord of armies because of his purpose against it. 18 In that day there will be five towns
in the land of Egypt using the language of Canaan, andmaking oaths to the Lord of armies;
and one of them will be named, The Town of the Sun. 19 In that day there will be an altar
to the Lord in the middle of the land of Egypt, and a pillar to the Lord at the edge of the
land. 20And it will be a sign and awitness to the Lord of armies in the land of Egypt: when
they are crying out to the Lord because of their cruel masters, then he will send them a
saviour and a strong one to make them free. 21 And the Lord will give the knowledge of
himself to Egypt, and the Egyptians will give honour to the Lord in that day; they will give
himworship with offerings andmeal offerings, and will take an oath to the Lord and give
effect to it. 22And the Lordwill send punishment on Egypt, andwillmake themwell again;
and when they come back to the Lord he will give ear to their prayer and take away their
disease. 23 In that day there will be a highway out of Egypt to Assyria, and Assyria will
come into Egypt, and Egypt will come into Assyria; and the Egyptians will give worship to
the Lord together with the Assyrians. 24 In that day Israel will be the third together with
Egypt and Assyria, a blessing in the earth: 25Because of the blessing of the Lord of armies
which he has given them, saying, A blessing on Egypt my people, and on Assyria the work
of my hands, and on Israel my heritage.

20
1 In the yearwhen the Tartan came to Ashdod, sent by Sargon, king of Assyria, andmade

war against it and took it; 2 At that time the word of the Lord came to Isaiah, the son of
Amoz, saying, Go, and take off your robe, and your shoes from your feet; and he did so,
walking unclothed andwithout shoes onhis feet. 3And the Lord said, Asmy servant Isaiah
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has gone unclothed andwithout shoes for three years as a sign and awonder to Egypt and
Ethiopia, 4Sowill the king of Assyria take away the prisoners of Egypt and those forced out
of Ethiopia, young and old, unclothed and without shoes, and with backs uncovered, to
the shame of Egypt. 5And theywill be full of fear, andwill no longer have faith in Ethiopia
which was their hope, or in Egypt which was their glory. 6And those living by the sea will
say in that day, See the fate of our hope to whomwe went for help and salvation from the
king of Assyria: what hope have we then of salvation?

21
1 The word about the waste land. As storm-winds in the South go rushing through, it

comes from the waste land, from the land greatly to be feared. 2 A vision of fear comes
beforemyeyes; theworkerofdeceit goeson inhis falseway, and thewastergoesonmaking
waste. Up! Elam; to the attack! Media; I have put an end to her sorrow. 3 For this cause I
am full of bitter grief; pains like the pains of a woman in childbirth have come on me: I
am bent down with sorrow at what comes to my ears; I am shocked by what I see. 4My
mind is wandering, fear has overcomeme: the evening of my desire has been turned into
shaking for me. 5 They make ready the table, they put down the covers, they take food
and drink. Up! you captains; put oil on your breastplates. 6 For so has the Lord said to
me, Go, let a watchman be placed; let him give word of what he sees: 7And when he sees
war-carriages, horsemen by twos, war-carriages with asses, war-carriages with camels,
let him give special attention. 8And the watchman gave a loud cry, O my lord, I am on the
watchtowerall day, andamplaced inmywatcheverynight: 9See, herecomewar-carriages
withmen, horsemenby twos: and inanswerhe said, Babylon ismade low, ismade low, and
all her images are broken on the earth. 10Omy crushed ones, the grain of my floor! I have
given you the word which came to me from the Lord of armies, the God of Israel. 11 The
word about Edom. A voice comes to me from Seir, Watchman, how far gone is the night?
how far gone is the night? 12The watchman says, The morning has come, but night is still
to come: if you have questions to put, put them, and come back again. 13 The word about
Arabia. In the thick woods of Arabia will be your night's resting-place, O travelling bands
of Dedanites! 14Give water to him who is in need of water; give bread, O men of the land
of Tema, to those in flight. 15For they are in flight from the sharp sword, and the bent bow,
and from the trouble of war. 16 For so has the Lord said to me, In a year, by the years of a
servant working for payment, all the glory of Kedar will come to an end: 17And the rest
of the bowmen, the men of war of the children of Kedar, will be small in number: for the
Lord, the God of Israel, has said it.

22
1 The word about the valley of vision. Why have all your people gone up to the house-

tops? 2You, who are full of loud voices, a town of outcries, given up to joy; your deadmen
have not been put to the sword, or come to their death in war. 3 All your rulers ... have
gone in flight; all your strong ones have gone far away. 4 For this cause I have said, Let
your eyes be turned away from me in my bitter weeping; I will not be comforted for the
wasting of the daughter ofmy people. 5For it is a day of trouble and of crushing down and
of destruction from the Lord, the Lord of armies, in the valley of vision; ... 6 And Elam
was armed with arrows, and Aram came on horseback; and the breastplate of Kir was
uncovered. 7And your most fertile valleys were full of war-carriages, and the horsemen
took up their positions in front of the town. 8 He took away the cover of Judah; and in
that day you were looking with care at the store of arms in the house of the woods. 9And
you saw all the broken places in the wall of the town of David: and you got together the
waters of the lower pool. 10And you had the houses of Jerusalemnumbered, pulling down
the houses to make the wall stronger. 11And you made a place between the two walls for
storing the waters of the old pool: but you gave no thought to himwho had done this, and
were not looking to him bywhom it had been purposed long before. 12And in that day the
Lord, the Lord of armies, was looking for weeping, and cries of sorrow, cutting off of the
hair, and putting on the clothing of grief: 13But in place of these there was joy and delight,
oxen and sheep were being made ready for food, there was feasting and drinking: men
said, Now is the time for food and wine, for tomorrow death comes. 14 And the Lord of
armies said to me secretly, Truly, this sin will not be taken from you till your death, says
the Lord, the Lord of armies. 15 The Lord, the Lord of armies, says, Go to this person in
authority, this Shebna, who is over the house; who has made himself a resting-place on
high, cutting out a place for himself in the rock, and say, 16Who are you, and bywhat right
have you made for yourself a resting-place here? 17 See, O strong man, the Lord will send
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you violently away, gripping you with force, 18 Twisting you round and round like a ball
he will send you out into a wide country: there you will come to your end, and there will
be the carriages of your pride, O shame of your lord's house! 19And I will have you forced
out of your place of authority, and pulled down fromyour position. 20And in that day Iwill
send formy servant, Eliakim, the sonofHilkiah: 21And Iwill put your robe onhim, andput
your band about him, and I will give your authority into his hand: and he will be a father
to themen of Jerusalem, and to the family of Judah. 22And I will give the key of the family
of David into his care; and what he keeps open will be shut by no one, and what he keeps
shut no one will make open. 23And I will put him like a nail in a safe place; and he will be
for a seat of glory to his father's family. 24 And all the glory of his father's family will be
hanging on him, all their offspring, every small vessel, even the cups and the basins. 25 In
that day, says the Lord of armies, will the nail fixed in a safe place give way; and it will be
cut down, and in its fall the weight hanging on it will be cut off, for the Lord has said it.

23
1ThewordaboutTyre. Let a cryof sorrowgoup,O shipsofTarshish, becauseyour strong

place is made waste; on the way back from the land of Kittim the news is given to them.
2 Send out a cry of grief, you men of the sea-land, traders of Zidon, who go over the sea,
whose representatives are on great waters; 3Who get in the seed of Shihor, whose wealth
is the trade of the nations. 4 Be shamed, O Zidon: for the sea, the strong place of the sea
has said, I have not been with child, or given birth; I have not taken care of young men,
or kept watch over the growth of virgins. 5When the news comes to Egypt they will be
bitterly pained at the fate of Tyre. 6Go over to Tarshish; give cries of sorrow, Omen of the
sea-land. 7 Is this the town which was full of joy, whose start goes back to times long past,
whose wanderings took her into far-off countries? 8 By whom was this purposed against
Tyre, the crowning town, whose traders are chiefs, whose business men are honoured in
the land? 9 It was the purpose of the Lord of armies to put pride to shame, to make sport
of the glory of those who are honoured in the earth. 10 Let your land be worked with the
plough, O daughter of Tarshish; there is no longer any harbour. 11His hand is stretched
out over the sea, the kingdoms are shaking: the Lord has given orders about Canaan, to
makewaste its strong places. 12Andhe said, There is nomore joy for you, O crushed virgin
daughter of Zidon: up! go over to Kittim; even there you will have no rest. 13 ... 14Let a cry
of sorrow go up, O ships of Tarshish: because your strong place is made waste. 15And it
will be in that day that Tyre will go out of mind for seventy years, that is, the days of one
king: after the end of seventy years it will be for Tyre as in the song of the loose woman.
16Take an instrument of music, go about the town, O loose womanwho has gone out from
the memory of man; make sweet melody with songs, so that you may come back to men's
minds. 17 And it will be after the end of seventy years, that the Lord will have mercy on
Tyre, and she will go back to her trade, acting as a loose woman with all the kingdoms of
the world on the face of the earth. 18And her goods and her trade will be holy to the Lord:
theywill not be kept back or storedup; for her producewill be for those living in the Lord's
land, to give them food for their needs, and fair clothing.

24
1 See, the Lord is making the earth waste and unpeopled, he is turning it upside down,

and sending the people in all directions. 2And it will be the same for the people as for the
priest; for the servant as for his master; and for the woman-servant as for her owner; the
samefor theoneofferinggoods forapriceas forhimwhotakes them; thesameforhimwho
givesmoney at interest and for himwho takes it; the same for himwho lets others have the
useofhis property as for thosewhomakeuseof it. 3Theearthwill be completelywaste and
without men; for this is the word of the Lord. 4The earth is sorrowing and wasting away,
the world is full of grief and wasting away, the high ones of the earth come to nothing.
5 The earth has been made unclean by those living in it; because the laws have not been
kept by them, the orders have been changed, and the eternal agreement has been broken.
6For this cause the earth is given up to the curse, and those in it are judged as sinners: for
this cause those living on the earth are burned up, and the rest are small in number. 7The
new wine is thin, the vine is feeble, and all the glad-hearted make sounds of grief. 8 The
pleasing sound of all instruments ofmusic has come to an end, and the voices of thosewho
are glad. 9 There is no more drinking of wine with a song; strong drink will be bitter to
those who take it. 10 The town is waste and broken down: every house is shut up, so that
no man may come in. 11 There is a crying in the streets because of the wine; there is an
end of all delight, the joy of the land is gone. 12 In the town all is waste, and in the public
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place is destruction. 13 For it will be in the heart of the earth among the peoples, like the
shaking of an olive-tree, as the last of the grapes after the getting-in is done. 14 But those
will be making sounds of joy; they will be crying loudly from the sea for the glory of the
Lord. 15Give praise to the Lord in the east, to the name of the Lord, the God of Israel, in
the sea-lands. 16From the farthest part of the earth comes the sound of songs, glory to the
upright. But I said, I amwasting away, wasting away, the curse is onme! The false ones go
on in their falseway, yes, they go on acting falsely. 17Fear, and death, and the net, are come
on you, O people of the earth. 18And it will be that he who goes in flight from the sound of
fear will be overtaken by death; and he who gets free from death will be taken in the net:
for the windows on high are open, and the bases of the earth are shaking. 19 The earth is
completely broken, it is parted in two, it is violently moved. 20 The earth will be moving
uncertainly, like aman overcome by drink; it will be shaking like a tent; and the weight of
its sin will be on it, crushing it down so that it will not get up again. 21And in that day the
Lord will send punishment on the army of the high ones on high, and on the kings of the
earth on the earth. 22And theywill be got together, like prisoners in the prison-house; and
after a long time theywill have their punishment. 23Then themoonwill be veiled, and the
sun put to shame; for the Lord of armies will be ruling in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem,
and before his judges he will let his glory be seen.

25
1OLord, youaremyGod; Iwill givepraise toyou, Iwill givehonour toyourname; foryou

have done great acts of power; your purposes in the past have beenmade true and certain
in effect. 2For you havemade a town awaste place: a strong town amass of brokenwalls;
the tower of the men of pride has come to an end; it will never be put up again. 3 For this
cause will the strong people give glory to you, the town of the cruel ones will be in fear of
you. 4 For you have been a strong place for the poor and the crushed in their trouble, a
safe place from the storm, a shade from the heat, when thewrath of the cruel ones is like a
winter storm. 5Asheat by the shadeof a cloud, thenoise of themenof pridehas beenmade
quiet by you; as heat by the shade of a cloud, the song of the cruel ones has been stopped.
6And in thismountainwill the Lord of armiesmake for all peoples a feast of good things, a
feast of wines long stored, of good things sweet to the taste, of wines long kept and tested.
7And in this mountain hewill put an end to the shade covering the face of all peoples, and
the veil which is stretched over all nations. 8He has put an end to death for ever; and the
Lord God will take away all weeping; and he will put an end to the shame of his people in
all the earth: for the Lordhas said it. 9And in that day itwill be said, See, this is ourGod;we
havebeenwaiting forhim, andhewill be our saviour: this is theLord inwhom is ourhope;
we will be glad and have delight in his salvation. 10 For in this mountain will the hand of
the Lord come to rest, and Moab will be crushed down in his place, even as the dry stems
of the grain are crushed under foot in the waste place. 11And if he puts out his hands, like
a man stretching out his hands in swimming, the Lord will make low his pride, however
expert his designs. 12And the strong tower of your walls has been broken by him, made
low, and crushed even to the dust.

26
1 In that day will this song be made in the land of Judah: We have a strong town; he will

make salvation our walls and towers. 2 Let the doors be open, so that the upright nation
which keeps faithmay come in. 3Themanwhose heart is unmoved youwill keep in peace,
because his hope is in you. 4 Let your hope be in the Lord for ever: for the Lord Jah is an
unchanging Rock. 5For he hasmade low thosewho are lifted up, all the people of the town
of pride: hemakes it low, crushing it down to the earth; hemakes it low in the dust. 6 It will
be crushed under the feet of the poor and the steps of those who are in need. 7The way of
the good man is straight; the road of the upright is made smooth by you. 8We have been
waiting for you, O Lord; the desire of our soul is for the memory of your name. 9 In the
night the desire of my soul has been for you; early will my spirit be searching for you; for
when your punishments come on the earth, the people of theworldwill get the knowledge
of righteousness. 10Even if you are kind to the evil-doer, hewill not go after righteousness;
even in the land of the upright he will still go on in his wrongdoing, and will not see the
glory of the Lord. 11 Lord, your hand is lifted up, but they do not see: let them see ... yes,
your haters will be burned up in the fire. 12Lord, you will give us peace: for all our works
are the outcome of your purpose. 13O Lord, our God, other lords than you have had rule
over us; but in you only is our salvation, and no other namewill we take on our lips. 14The
deadwill not come back to life: their spirits will not come back to earth; for this cause you
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have sent destruction on them, so that the memory of them is dead. 15You have made the
nation great, O Lord, you havemade it great; glory is yours: you havemadewide the limits
of the land. 16Lord, in trouble our eyes have been turned to you, we sent up a prayerwhen
your punishment was on us. 17 As a woman with child, whose time is near, is troubled,
crying out in her pain; so havewe been before you, O Lord. 18Wehave beenwith child, we
havebeen in pain,wehave givenbirth towind; no salvationhas come to the earth through
us, and no children have come into the world. 19 Your dead will come back; their dead
bodies will come to life again. Those in the dust, awaking from their sleep, will send out a
song; for your dew is a dewof light, and the earthwill give birth to the shades. 20Come,my
people, into your secret places, and let your doors be shut: keep yourself safe for a short
time, till his wrath is over. 21For the Lord is coming out of his place to send punishment on
the people of the earth for their evil-doing: the earth will let the blood drained out on her
be seen, and will keep her dead covered no longer.

27
1 In that day the Lord, with his great and strong and cruel sword, will send punishment

on Leviathan, the quick-moving snake, and on Leviathan, the twisted snake; and he will
put to death the dragon which is in the sea. 2 In that day it will be said, A vine-garden of
delight, make a song about it. 3 I, the Lord, am watching it; I will give it water at all times:
I will keep it night and day, for fear that any damage comes to it. 4My passion is over: if
the thorns were fighting against me, I would make an attack on them, and they would be
burned up together. 5Or let him put himself under my power, and make peace with me.
6 In days to come Jacob will take root: Israel will put out buds and flowers; and the face
of the world will be full of fruit. 7 Is his punishment like the punishment of those who
overcame him? or are his dead as great in number as those he put to the sword? 8 Your
anger against herhasbeenmade clearbydrivingher away; hehas takenher awaywithhis
storm-wind in the day of his eastwind. 9So by thiswill the sin of Jacob be covered, and this
is all the fruit of taking away his punishment; when all the stones of the altar are crushed
together, so that the wood pillars and the sun-images will not be put up again. 10 For the
strong town is without men, an unpeopled living-place; and she has become awaste land:
there the young ox will take his rest, and its branches will be food for him. 11When its
branches are dry they will be broken off; the women will come and put fire to them: for
it is a foolish people; for this cause he who made them will have no mercy on them, and
he whose work they are will not have pity on them. 12And it will be in that day that the
Lord will get together his grain, from the River to the stream of Egypt, and you will be got
togetherwith care, O children of Israel. 13And itwill be in that day that a great hornwill be
sounded; and those who were wandering in the land of Assyria, and those who had been
sent away into the land of Egypt, will come; and they will give worship to the Lord in the
holy mountain at Jerusalem.

28
1Ho! crown of pride of those who are given up to wine in Ephraim, and the dead flower

of his glorywhich is on theheadof thosewhoare overcomeby strongdrink! 2See, theLord
has a strong and cruel one; like a rain of ice, a storm of destruction, like the overflowing
of a strong river, he will violently overcome them. 3 The crown of pride of those who are
given up towine in Ephraimwill be crushed under foot; 4And the dead flower of his glory,
which is on the head of the fertile valley,will be like thefirst early fruit before the summer;
which a man takes and puts in his mouth the minute he sees it. 5 In that day will the Lord
of armies be a crownof glory, and a fair ornament, to the rest of his people; 6And a spirit of
wisdom to the judge, and strength to those who keep back the attackers at the door of the
town. 7And further, these are uncertain throughwine, and have gone out of the right way
through strong drink: the priest and the prophet are uncertain through strong drink, they
are overcome by wine, they have gone out of the way through strong drink; their vision
is false, they go wrong in their decisions. 8 For all the tables are covered with coughed-up
food, so that there is not a clean place. 9 To whom will he give knowledge? and to whom
will he make clear the word? Will it be to those who have newly given up milk, and who
have only nowbeen taken from the breast? 10For it is one rule after another; one line after
another; here a little, there a little. 11No, but with broken talk, and with a strange tongue,
he will give his word to this people: 12 To whom he said, This is the rest, give rest to him
who is tired; and by this you may get new strength; but they would not give ear. 13 For
this cause the word of the Lord will be to them rule after rule, line after line, here a little,
there a little; so that they may go on their way, and falling back may be broken, and taken
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in the net. 14 Give ear then to the word of the Lord, you men of pride, the rulers of this
people in Jerusalem: 15Because you have said, We have made death our friend, and with
the underworldwehavemade an agreement; when the overflowingwaters come through
theywill not come near us; forwe are looking to falsewords for help, taking cover inwhat
is untrue: 16For this cause says the Lord God, See, I am placing in Zion as a base, a stone, a
tested stone, an angle-stone which is certain and of great value: and he who has faith will
not give way. 17And I will make right decision the measuring-line, and righteousness the
weight: and the ice-stormwill take away the safe place of falsewords, and the secret place
will be covered by the flowing waters. 18 And the help you were looking for from death
will come to nothing, and your agreement with the underworld will be broken; when the
overflowing waters come through, then you will be overcome by them. 19Whenever they
come through they will overtake you; for they will come throughmorning after morning,
bydayandbynight: and thenewswill benothingbut fear. 20For thebed is not long enough
for a man to be stretched out on: and the cover is not wide enough for him to be covered
with. 21 For the Lord will come up as on Mount Perazim, he will be moved to wrath as in
the valley of Gibeon; so that he may do his work — strange is his work; and give effect to
his act — unnatural is his act. 22And now, take care that you do not make sport of him, or
your bands will be made strong; for I have had word from the Lord, the Lord of armies,
of an end, of a complete end, which is to come on all the land. 23 Let your ears be open to
my voice; give attention to what I say. 24 Is the ploughman for ever ploughing? does he
not get the earth ready and broken up for the seed? 25When the face of the earth has been
levelled, does he not put in the different sorts of seed, and the grain in lines, and the barley
in its place, and the spelt at the edge? 26ForhisGod is his teacher, givinghim theknowledge
of these things. 27For thefitches arenot crushedwith a sharp instrument, anda cart-wheel
is not rolled over the cummin; but the grain of thefitches is hammeredoutwith a stick, and
of the cummin with a rod. 28 Is the grain for bread crushed? He does not go on crushing
it for ever, but he lets his cart-wheels and his horses go over it without crushing it. 29This
comes from the Lord of armies, purposing wonders, and wise in all his acts.

29
1Ho! Ariel, Ariel, the town against which Davidmadewar; put year to year, let the feasts

come round: 2And Iwill send trouble onAriel, and therewill beweeping and cries of grief;
and shewill be tome as Ariel. 3And Iwillmakewar on you likeDavid, and youwill be shut
in by earthworks, and Iwillmake towers round you. 4And youwill bemade low, and your
voicewill come out of the earth, and yourwordswill be low out of the dust; and your voice
will come out of the earth like that of a spirit, making bird-like noises out of the dust. 5And
the army of your attackers will be like small dust, and all the cruel ones like dry stems
gone before the wind; suddenly it will come about. 6The Lord of armies will come in with
thunder and earth-shaking and great noise, with rushing wind and storm, and the flame
of burning fire. 7And all the nations making war on Ariel, and all those who are fighting
against her and shutting her in with their towers, will be like a dream, like a vision of the
night. 8And it will be like aman desiring food, and dreaming that he is feasting; but when
he is awake there is nothing in hismouth: or like aman in need ofwater, dreaming that he
is drinking; but when he is awake he is feeble and his soul is full of desire: so will all the
nations bewhichmakewar onMount Zion. 9Be surprised and full ofwonder; let your eyes
be covered and be blind: be overcome, but not withwine; gowith uncertain steps, but not
because of strong drink. 10For the Lord has sent on you a spirit of deep sleep; and by him
your eyes, the prophets, are shut, and your heads, the seers, are covered. 11And the vision
of all this has become to you like the words of a bookwhich is shut, whichmen give to one
who has knowledge of writing, saying, Make clear to us what is in the book: and he says,
I am not able to, for the book is shut: 12And they give it to one without learning, saying,
Make clear to us what is in the book: and he says, I have no knowledge of writing. 13And
the Lord said, because this people come near tomewith their mouths, and give honour to
me with their lips, but their heart is far fromme, and their fear of me is false, a rule given
them by the teaching of men; 14 For this cause I will again do a strange thing among this
people, a thing to bewondered at: and thewisdomof their wisemenwill come to nothing,
and the sense of their guides will no longer be seen. 15 Cursed are those who go deep to
keep their designs secret from the Lord, and whose works are in the dark, and who say,
Who sees us? andwho has knowledge of our acts? 16You are turning things upside down!
Is thewet earth the same to youas the onewho is forming it? will the thingmade sayof him
whomade it, Hemademe not: or the thing formed say of himwho gave it form, He has no
knowledge? 17 In a very short time Lebanonwill become a fertile field, and the fertile field
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will seem like a wood. 18And in that day those whose ears are stopped will be hearing the
words of the book; and the eyes of the blind will see through themist and the dark. 19And
the poorwill have their joy in the Lord increased, and those in needwill be glad in theHoly
One of Israel. 20 For the cruel one has come to nothing; and those who make sport of the
Lord are gone; and thosewho arewatching to do evil are cut off: 21Who give help to aman
in a wrong cause, and who put a net for the feet of him who gives decisions in the public
place, taking away a man's right without cause. 22For this reason the Lord, the saviour of
Abraham, says about the family of Jacob, Jacob will not now be put to shame, or his face
be clouded with fear. 23 But when they, the children of Jacob, see the work of my hands
among them, theywill give honour tomy name; yes, theywill give honour to the Holy One
of Jacob, and go in fear of the God of Israel. 24Those whose hearts were turned away from
him will get knowledge, and those who made an outcry against him will give attention to
his teaching.

30
1 Ho! uncontrolled children, says the Lord, who give effect to a purpose which is not

mine, andwhomake an agreement, but not bymy spirit, increasing their sin: 2Whomake
amove to go down into Egypt, without authority fromme; who are looking to the strength
of Pharaoh for help, andwhosehope is in the shade of Egypt. 3And the strength of Pharaoh
will be your shame, and your hope in the shade of Egypt will come to nothing. 4 For his
chiefs are at Zoan, and his representatives have come to Hanes. 5 For they have all come
with offerings to a people of no use to them, in whom is no help or profit, but only shame
and a badname. 6Theword about the Beasts of the South. Through the land of trouble and
grief, the land of the she-lion and the voice of the lion, of the snake and the burningwinged
snake, they take their wealth on the backs of young asses, and their stores on camels, to a
people in whom is no profit. 7For there is no use or purpose in the help of Egypt: so I have
said about her, She is Rahab, who has come to an end. 8Now go, put it in writing before
themonaboard, andmakea recordof it in abook, so that itmaybe for the future, awitness
for all time to come. 9For they are an uncontrolled people, false-hearted, whowill not give
ear to the teaching of the Lord: 10Who say to the seers, See not; and to the prophets, Do not
give us word of what is true, but say false things to give us pleasure: 11Get out of the good
way, turning fromtheright road; donotkeep theHolyOneof Israelbeforeourminds. 12For
this cause the Holy One of Israel says, Because you will not give ear to this word, and are
looking for help in ways of deceit and evil, and are putting your hope in them: 13 This sin
will be to you like a crack in a highwall, causing its fall suddenly and in aminute. 14Andhe
will let it be broken as a potter's vessel is broken: it will be smashed to bits withoutmercy;
so that there will not be a bit in which onemay take fire from the fireplace, or water from
the spring. 15For the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, said, In quiet and rest is your salvation:
peaceandhopeareyour strength: but youwouldnothave it so. 16Saying,No, forwewill go
in flight on horses; so you will certainly go in flight: and, Wewill go on the backs of quick-
runningbeasts; so thosewhogo after youwill be quick-footed. 17A thousandwill go in fear
before one; even before five youwill go in flight: till you are like a pillar by itself on the top
of a mountain, and like a flag on a hill. 18 For this cause the Lord will be waiting, so that
he may be kind to you; and he will be lifted up, so that he may have mercy on you; for the
Lord is a God of righteousness: there is a blessing on all whose hope is in him. 19O people,
living in Zion, at Jerusalem, your weeping will be ended; he will certainly have mercy on
you at the sound of your cry; when it comes to his ear, he will give you an answer. 20And
though theLordwill give you thebreadof trouble and thewater of grief, youwill no longer
put your teacher on one side, but youwill see your teacher: 21And at your back, when you
are turning to the right hand or to the left, a voice will be sounding in your ears, saying,
This is theway inwhich you are to go. 22And youwill make uncleanwhat is covering your
pictured images of silver, and the plating of your images of gold: you will send them away
as an unclean thing, saying, Be gone! 23 And he will give rain for your seed, so that you
may put it in the earth; and you will have bread from the produce of the earth, good and
more than enough for your needs: in that day the cattle will get their food in wide grass-
lands. 24And the oxen and the young asses which are used for ploughing, will have salted
grain which has beenmade free from the waste with fork and basket. 25And there will be
rivers and streams ofwater on every tallmountain and on every high hill, in the daywhen
great numbers are put to the sword, when the towers come down. 26And the light of the
moon will be as the light of the sun, and the light of the sun will be seven times greater,
as the light of seven days, in the day when the Lord puts oil on the wounds of his people,
and makes them well from the blows they have undergone. 27 See, the name of the Lord
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is coming from far, burning with his wrath, with thick smoke going up: his lips are full of
passion, andhis tongue is like a burningfire: 28Andhis breath is as an overflowing stream,
coming up even to the neck, shaking the nations for their destruction, like the shaking of
grain in a basket: and he will put a cord in the mouths of the people, turning them out of
their way. 29 You will have a song, as in the night when a holy feast is kept; and you will
be glad in heart, as when they go with music of the pipe to the mountain of the Lord, the
Rock of Israel. 30And the Lord will send out the sound of his great voice, and they will see
his arm stretched out, with the heat of his wrath, and the flame of a burning fire; with a
cloud-burst, and storm, and a rain of ice. 31For through the voice of the Lord the Assyrian
will be broken, and the Lord's rod will be lifted up against him. 32And every blow of the
rod of his punishment, which the Lord will send on him, will be with the sound of music:
and with the waving of his sword the Lord will make war against him. 33 For a place of
fire has long been ready; yes, it has beenmade ready for the king; he hasmade it deep and
wide: it is massed with fire and much wood; the breath of the Lord, like a stream of fire,
puts a light to it.

31
1 Cursed are those who go down to Egypt for help, and who put their faith in horses;

looking to war-carriages for salvation, because of their numbers; and to horsemen,
because they are very strong; but they are not looking to the Holy One of Israel, or turning
their hearts to the Lord; 2Though he is wise, and able to send evil, and his purposewill not
be changed; but he will go against the house of the evil-doers, and against those to whom
they are looking for help. 3 For the Egyptians are men, and not God; and their horses are
flesh, and not spirit: and when the Lord's hand is stretched out, the helper and he who is
helped will come down together. 4 For the Lord has said to me, As a lion, or a young lion,
makes an angry noise over his food, and if a band of herdsmen come out against him, he
will not be in fear of their voices, or give up his food for their noise: so the Lord of armies
will comedown tomakewar againstMount Zion and its hill. 5Like birdswith outstretched
wings, so will the Lord of armies be a cover to Jerusalem; he will be a cover and salvation
for it, going over it hewill keep it fromdanger. 6Come back to himwho has been so deeply
sinned against by the children of Israel. 7For in that day they will all give up their images
of silver and of gold, the sin which they made for themselves. 8 Then the Assyrian will
come down by the sword, but not of man; the sword, not of men, will be the cause of his
destruction: andhewill go inflight fromthe sword, andhis youngmenwill beput to forced
work. 9And his rock will come to nothing because of fear, and his chiefs will go in flight
from the flag, says the Lord, whose fire is in Zion, and his altar in Jerusalem.

32
1 See, a king will be ruling in righteousness, and chiefs will give right decisions. 2And a

man will be as a safe place from the wind, and a cover from the storm; as rivers of water
in a dry place, as the shade of a great rock in a waste land. 3 And the eyes of those who
see will not be shut, and those who have hearing will give ear to the word. 4 The man of
sudden impulseswill becomewise inheart, andhewhose tongue is slowwill get thepower
of talking clearly. 5 The foolish man will no longer be named noble, and they will not say
of the false man that he is a man of honour. 6 For the foolish man will say foolish things,
having evil thoughts in his heart, working what is unclean, and talking falsely about the
Lord, to keep food fromhimwho is inneed of it, andwater fromhimwhose soul is desiring
it. 7 The designs of the false are evil, purposing the destruction of the poor man by false
words, even when he is in the right. 8But the noble-hearted man has noble purposes, and
by these he will be guided. 9Give ear to my voice, you women who are living in comfort;
give attention tomywords, youdaughterswhohaveno fear of danger. 10 Innotmuchmore
than a year, you, who are not looking for evil, will be troubled: for the produce of the vine-
gardenswill be cut off, and therewill be no getting in of the grapes. 11Be shakingwith fear,
you women who are living in comfort; be troubled, you who have no fear of danger: take
offyour robes andput on clothing of grief. 12Have sorrow for thefields, the pleasingfields,
the fertile vine; 13And for the land of my people, where thorns will come up; even for all
the houses of joy in the glad town. 14 For the fair houses will have no man living in them;
the town which was full of noise will become a waste; the hill and the watchtower will be
unpeopled for ever, a joy for the asses of thewoods, a place of food for the flocks; 15Till the
spirit comes on us from on high, and the waste land becomes a fertile field, and the fertile
field is changed into a wood. 16 Then in the waste land there will be an upright rule, and
righteousness will have its place in the fertile field. 17And the work of righteousness will
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be peace; and the effect of an upright rule will be to take away fear for ever. 18 And my
peoplewill be living in peace, in houses where there is no fear, and in quiet resting-places.
19But the tall treeswill comedownwith a great fall, and the townwill be low in a lowplace.
20Happy are you who are planting seed by all the waters, and sending out the ox and the
ass.

33
1Ho! you who make waste those who did not make you waste; acting falsely to those

who were not false to you. When you have come to an end of wasting, you will be made
waste, and after your false acts, they will do the same to you. 2 O Lord, have mercy on
us; for we have been waiting for your help: be our strength every morning, our salvation
in time of trouble. 3At the loud noise the peoples have gone in flight; at your coming up
the nations have gone in all directions. 4And the goods taken in war will be got together
like themassing of young locusts; menwill be rushing on them like the rushing of locusts.
5 The Lord is lifted up; his place is on high: he has made Zion full of righteousness and
true religion. 6And she will have no more fear of change, being full of salvation, wisdom,
and knowledge: the fear of the Lord is her wealth. 7 See, the men of war are sorrowing
outside the town: those who came looking for peace are weeping bitterly. 8The highways
are waste, no man is journeying there: the agreement is broken, he has made sport of the
towns, he has no thought for man. 9The earth is sorrowing andwasting away; Lebanon is
put to shame and has becomewaste; Sharon is like the Arabah; and in Bashan and Carmel
the leaves are falling. 10Now will I come forward, says the Lord; now will I be lifted up;
nowwill my power be seen. 11Your designs will be without profit, and their effect will be
nothing: youwill be burned up by the fire of my breath. 12And the peoples will be like the
burning of chalk: as thorns cut down, which are burned in the fire. 13Give ear, you who
are far off, towhat I have done: seemy power, youwho are near. 14The sinners in Zion are
full of fear; the haters of God are shaking with wonder. Who among usmay keep his place
before the burning fire? who among us may see the eternal burnings? 15He whose ways
are true, andwhosewords are upright; hewho gives no thought to the profits of false acts,
whose hands have not taken rewards, who will have no part in putting men to death, and
whose eyes are shut against evil; 16He will have a place on high: he will be safely shut in
by the high rocks: his bread will be given to him; his waters will be certain. 17 Your eyes
will see the king in his glory: they will be looking on a far-stretching land. 18 Your heart
will give thought to the cause of your fear: where is the scribe, where is he who made a
record of the payments, where is he by whom the towers were numbered? 19Never again
will you see the cruel people, a peoplewhose tongue has no sense for you; whose language
is strange to you. 20Let your eyes be resting on Zion, the town of our holy feasts: you will
see Jerusalem, a quiet resting-place, a tent which will not be moved, whose tent-pins will
never be pulled up, and whose cords will never be broken. 21 But there the Lord will be
with us in his glory, ... wide rivers and streams; where no boat will go with blades, and no
fair ship will be sailing. 22 For the Lord is our judge, the Lord is our law-giver, the Lord is
our king; he will be our saviour. 23 Your cords have become loose; they were not able to
make strong the support of their sails, the sail was not stretched out: then the blind will
take much property, the feeble-footed will make division of the goods of war. 24 And the
men of Zion will not say, I am ill: for its people will have forgiveness for their sin.

34
1 Come near, you nations, and give ear; take note, you peoples: let the earth and

everything in it give ear; the world and all those living in it. 2 For the Lord is angry with
all the nations, and his wrath is burning against all their armies: he has put them to the
curse, he has given them to destruction. 3Their dead bodies will be thick on the face of the
earth, and their smell will come up, and the mountains will be flowing with their blood,
and all the hills will come to nothing. 4And the heavenswill be rolled together like the roll
of a book: and all their armywill be gone, like a dead leaf from the vine, or a dry fruit from
the fig-tree. 5 For my sword in heaven is full of wrath: see, it is coming down on Edom, in
punishment on the people ofmy curse. 6The sword of the Lord is full of blood, it is fat with
the best of the meat, with the blood of lambs and goats, with the best parts of the sheep:
for the Lord has a feast in Bozrah, andmuch cattlewill be put to death in the land of Edom.
7And the strong oxen will go down to death together with the smaller cattle. 8For it is the
day of the Lord's punishment, when he gives payment for the wrongs done to Zion. 9And
its streams will be turned into boiling oil, and its dust into burning stone, and all the land
will be on fire. 10 It will not be put out day or night; its smoke will go up for ever: it will be
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waste from generation to generation; no one will go through it for ever. 11 But the birds
of the waste land will have their place there; it will be a heritage for the bittern and the
raven: and it will bemeasured outwith line andweight as awaste land. 12The jackals will
be there, and her great oneswill be gone; theywill say, There is no longer a kingdom there,
and all her chiefs will have come to an end. 13And thorns will come up in her fair houses,
andwaste plants in her strong towers: and foxeswill make their holes there, and it will be
ameeting-place for ostriches. 14And the beasts of thewaste placeswill come togetherwith
the jackals, and the evil spiritswill be crying to one another, even thenight-spiritwill come
andmake her resting-place there. 15The arrowsnake will make her hole and put her eggs
there, and get her young together under her shade: there the hawkswill come together by
twos. 16Seewhat is recorded in thebookof theLord: all thesewill be there, not onewithout
the other: the mouth of the Lord has given the order, and his spirit has made them come
together. 17And he has given them their heritage, and by his hand it has been measured
out to them: it will be theirs for ever, their resting-place from generation to generation.

35
1The waste land and the dry places will be glad; the lowland will have joy and be full of

flowers. 2 It will be flowering like the rose; it will be full of delight and songs; the glory of
Lebanon will be given to it; the pride of Carmel and Sharon: they will see the glory of the
Lord, the power of our God. 3Make strong the feeble hands, give support to the shaking
knees. 4 Say to those who are full of fear, Be strong and take heart: see, your God will give
punishment; the reward of Godwill come; he himself will come to be your saviour. 5Then
the eyes of the blind will see, and the ears which are stopped will be open. 6Then will the
feeble-footed be jumping like a roe, and the voice which was stopped will be loud in song:
for in the waste land streams will be bursting out, and waters in the dry places. 7And the
burning sandwill become a pool, and the dry earth springs of waters: the fieldswhere the
sheep take their food will become wet land, and water-plants will take the place of grass.
8And a highway will be there; its name will be, The HolyWay; the unclean and the sinner
may not go over it, and those who go on it will not be turned out of the way by the foolish.
9No lion will be there, or any cruel beast; they will not be seen there; but those for whom
the Lord has given a price, 10 Even those whom he has made free, will come back again;
theywill comewith songs to Zion; on their headswill be eternal joy; delight and joywill be
theirs, and sorrow and sounds of grief will be gone for ever.

36
1And it came about in the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah that Sennacherib, king of

Assyria, came up against all the walled towns of Judah and took them. 2And the king of
Assyria sent the Rab-shakeh from Lachish to Jerusalem to King Hezekiah with a strong
force, and he took up his position by the stream of the higher pool, by the highway of the
washerman's 3And there came out to him Eliakim, the son of Hilkiah, who was over the
house, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah, the son of Asaph, the recorder. 4 And the Rab-
shakeh said to them, Say now to Hezekiah, These are the words of the great king, the king
of Assyria: In what are you placing your hope? 5 You say you have a design and strength
forwar, but these are onlywords: now towhomare you looking for support, that you have
gone against my authority? 6 See, you are basing your hope on that broken rod of Egypt,
which will go into a man's hand if he makes use of it for a support; for so is Pharaoh, king
of Egypt, to all who put their faith in him. 7And if you say to me, Our hope is in the Lord
ourGod; is it not hewhosehighplaces and altarsHezekiahhas taken away, saying to Judah
and Jerusalem that worshipmay only be given before this altar? 8And now, take a chance
with my master, the king of Assyria, and I will give you two thousand horses, if you are
able to put horsemen on them. 9How then may you put to shame the least of mymaster's
servants? and you have put your hope in Egypt for war-carriages and horsemen: 10And
have I now come to send destruction on this land without the Lord's authority? It was the
Lord himself who said to me, Go up against this land and make it waste. 11 Then Eliakim
and Shebna and Joah said to the Rab-shakeh, Please make use of the Aramaean language
in talking to your servants, forwe are used to it, and do notmake use of the Jews' language
in the hearing of the people on the wall. 12But the Rab-shakeh said, Is it to your master or
to you thatmymaster has sentme to say thesewords? has henot sentme to themen seated
on the wall? for they are the people who will be short of food with you when the town is
shut in. 13 Then the Rab-shakeh got up and said with a loud voice in the Jews' language,
Give ear to the words of the great king, the king of Assyria: 14 This is what the king says:
Do not be tricked by Hezekiah, for there is no salvation for you in him. 15And do not let
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Hezekiahmake you put your faith in the Lord, saying, The Lordwill certainly keep us safe,
and this town will not be given into the hands of the king of Assyria. 16Do not give ear to
Hezekiah, for this is what the king of Assyria says, Make peace with me, and come out to
me; andeveryonewill be free to take the fruit ofhis vineandofhisfig-tree, and thewaterof
his spring; 17Till I come and take you away to a land like yours, a land of grain andwine, a
land of bread and vine-gardens. 18Give no attention to Hezekiahwhen he says to you, The
Lordwill keepus safe. Has any one of the gods of the nations kept his land from falling into
the hands of the king of Assyria? 19Where are the gods of Hamath and of Arpad? where
are the gods of Sepharvaim? where are the gods of Samaria? and have they kept Samaria
out ofmyhand? 20Whoamong all the gods of these countries have kept their country from
falling into my hand, to give cause for the thought that the Lord will keep Jerusalem from
falling into my hand? 21But they kept quiet and gave him no answer: for the king's order
was, Give himno answer. 22Then Eliakim, the son of Hilkiah, whowas over the house, and
Shebna the scribe, and Joah, the son of Asaph, the recorder, came to Hezekiah with their
clothing parted as a sign of grief, and gave him an account of what the Rab-shakeh had
said.

37
1 And on hearing it Hezekiah took off his robe and put on haircloth and went into the

house of the Lord. 2And he sent Eliakim, who was over the house, and Shebna the scribe,
and the chief priests, dressed in haircloth, to Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz. 3 And
they said to him, Hezekiah says, This day is a day of trouble and punishment and shame:
for the children are ready to come to birth, but there is no strength to give birth to them.
4 It may be that the Lord your God will give ear to the words of the Rab-shakeh, whom the
king of Assyria, hismaster, has sent to say evil things against the living God, andwill make
hiswords come tonothing: somake your prayer for the rest of the people. 5So the servants
of King Hezekiah came to Isaiah. 6And Isaiah said to them, This is what you are to say to
your master: The Lord says, Be not troubled by the words which the servants of the king
of Assyria have said against me in your hearing. 7 See, I will put a spirit into him, and bad
news will come to his ears, and he will go back to his land; and there I will have him put
to death. 8 So the Rab-shakeh went back, and when he got there the king of Assyria was
making war against Libnah: for it had come to his ears that the king of Assyria had gone
away from Lachish. 9 And when news came to him that Tirhakah, king of Ethiopia, had
made an attack on him, ... And he sent representatives to Hezekiah, king of Judah, saying,
10 This is what you are to say to Hezekiah, king of Judah: Let not your God, in whom is
your faith, give you a false hope, saying, Jerusalem will not be given into the hands of the
king of Assyria. 11No doubt the story has come to your ears of what the kings of Assyria
have done to all lands, putting them to the curse: andwill you be kept safe from their fate?
12Did the gods of the nations keep safe those onwhommy fathers sent destruction, Gozan
and Haran and Rezeph, and the children of Eden who were in Telassar? 13Where is the
king of Hamath, and the king of Arpad, and the king of the town of Sepharvaim, of Hena,
and Ivva? 14And Hezekiah took the letter from the hands of those who had come with it;
and after reading it, Hezekiah went up to the house of the Lord, opening the letter there
before the Lord, 15And he made prayer to the Lord, saying, 16O Lord of armies, the God
of Israel, seated between the winged ones, you only are the God of all the kingdoms of the
earth; you have made heaven and earth. 17 Let your ear be turned to us, O Lord; let your
eyes be open, O Lord, and see: take note of all thewords of Sennacheribwho has sentmen
to say evil against the living God. 18 Truly, O Lord, the kings of Assyria have made waste
all the nations and their lands, 19And have given their gods to the fire: for they were no
gods, butwoodand stone, theworkofmen's hands; so theyhavegiven themtodestruction.
20 But now, O Lord our God, give us salvation from his hand, so that it may be clear to all
the kingdoms of the earth that you, and you only, are the Lord. 21 Then Isaiah, the son of
Amoz, sent toHezekiah, saying, TheLord, theGodof Israel, says, Theprayeryouhavemade
tome against Sennacherib, king of Assyria, has come tomy ears. 22This is the wordwhich
the Lord has said about him: In the eyes of the virgin daughter of Zion you are shamed
and laughed at; the daughter of Jerusalem has made sport of you. 23Against whom have
you said evil and bitter things? and against whomhas your voice been loud and your eyes
lifted up? even against the Holy One of Israel. 24 You have sent your servants with evil
words against the Lord, and have said, With all my war-carriages I have come up to the
top of the mountains, to the inmost parts of Lebanon; and its tall cedars will be cut down,
and the best trees of its woods: I will come up into his highest places, into his thick woods.
25 I have made water-holes and taken their waters, and with my foot I have made all the
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rivers of Egypt dry. 26Has it not come to your ears how I did it long before, purposing it in
times long past? Now I have given effect to my design, so that by you strong towns might
be turned into masses of broken walls. 27This is why their townsmen had no power, they
were broken and put to shame; they were like the grass of the field, or a green plant; like
the grass on the house-tops, which a cold wind makes waste. 28 But I have knowledge of
your getting up and your resting, of your going out and your coming in. 29 Because your
wrath against me and your pride have come to my ears, I will put my hook in your nose
and my cord in your lips, and I will make you go back by the way you came. 30 And this
will be the sign to you: you will get your food this year from what comes up of itself, and
in the second year from the produce of the same; and in the third year youwill put in your
seed, and get in the grain, and make vine-gardens, and take of their fruit. 31 And those
of Judah who are still living will again take root in the earth, and give fruit. 32 For from
Jerusalem those who have been kept safe will go out, and those who are still living will go
out of Mount Zion: by the fixed purpose of the Lord of armies this will be done. 33For this
cause the Lord says about the king of Assyria, He will not come into this town, or send an
arrow against it; he will not come before it with arms, or put up an earthwork against it.
34By the way he came he will go back, and he will not get into this town. 35 For I will keep
this town safe, formy honour, and for the honour ofmy servant David. 36And the angel of
the Lordwent out and put to death in the army of the Assyrians a hundred and eighty-five
thousandmen: and when the people got up early in the morning, there was nothing to be
seen but dead bodies. 37 Sennacherib, king of Assyria, went back to his place at Nineveh.
38And it came about, when he was worshipping in the house of Nisroch his god, that his
sons Adrammelech and Sharezer put him to death with the sword, and they went in flight
into the land of Ararat. And Esar-haddon, his son, became king in his place.

38
1 In those daysHezekiahwas ill andnear death. And Isaiah theprophet, the sonofAmoz,

came tohim, and said tohim, TheLord says, Put yourhouse inorder; for yourdeath is near.
2And Hezekiah, turning his face to the wall, made his prayer to the Lord, saying, 3O Lord,
keep inmind how I have been true to youwith allmy heart, and have donewhat is good in
your eyes. And Hezekiah gave way to bitter weeping. 4Then the word of the Lord came to
Isaiah, saying, 5Go toHezekiah, and say, The Lord, theGod of David, your father, says, Your
prayer has come tomy ears, and I have seen yourweeping: see, Iwill give youfifteenmore
years of life. 6And Iwill keep you and this town safe from the hands of the king of Assyria:
and I will keep watch over this town. 7And Isaiah said, This is the sign the Lord will give
you, that he will do what he has said: 8See, I will make the shadewhich has gone down on
the steps of Ahaz with the sun, go back ten steps. So the shade went back the ten steps by
which it had gonedown. 9Thewriting ofHezekiah, king of Judah, after hehadbeen ill, and
had got better from his disease. 10 I said, In the quiet of my days I am going down into the
underworld: the rest ofmy years are being taken away fromme. 11 I said, I will not see the
Lord, even the Lord in the land of the living: I will not seeman again or those living in the
world. 12My resting-place is pulled up and taken away fromme like a herdsman's tent: my
life is rolled up like a linen-worker's thread; I am cut off from the cloth on the frame: from
day even to night you giveme up to pain. 13 I am crying out with pain till themorning; it is
as if a lion was crushing all my bones. 14 I make cries like a bird; I give out sounds of grief
like a dove: my eyes are looking up with desire; O Lord, I am crushed, take up my cause.
15What am I to say? seeing that it is hewhohas done it: allmy timeof sleeping I am turning
from side to sidewithout rest. 16OLord, for this cause I amwaiting for you, give rest tomy
spirit: make me well again, and let me come back to life. 17 See, in place of peace my soul
had bitter sorrow. but you have kept backmy soul from the underworld; for you have put
all my sins out of yourmemory. 18For the underworld is not able to give you praise, death
gives you no honour: for those who go down into the underworld there is no hope in your
mercy. 19The living, the livingman, he will give you praise, as I do this day: the father will
give the story of your mercy to his children. 20O Lord, quickly be my saviour; so we will
make my songs to corded instruments all the days of our lives in the house of the Lord.
21And Isaiah said, Let them take a cake of figs, and put it on the diseased place, and hewill
get well. 22And Hezekiah said, What is the sign that I will go up to the house of the Lord?

39
1At that time Merodach-baladan, the son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent letters with

an offering to Hezekiah, because he had news that Hezekiah had been ill, and was well
again. 2AndHezekiahwas glad at their coming, and let them see all his store ofwealth, the



Isaiah 39:3 497 Isaiah 40:31

silver and the gold and the spices and the oil, and all the house of his arms, and everything
there was in his stores: there was nothing in all his house or his kingdom which he did
not let them see. 3Then Isaiah the prophet came to King Hezekiah, and said to him, What
did these men say, and where did they come from? And Hezekiah said, They came from a
far country, even from Babylon. 4And he said, What have they seen in your house? And
Hezekiah said in answer, They saw everything in my house: there is nothing among my
stores which I did not let them see. 5 Then said Isaiah to Hezekiah, Give ear to the word
of the Lord of armies: 6 Truly, the days are coming when everything in your house, and
whatever your fathers have put in store till this day, will be taken away to Babylon: all will
be gone. 7And your sons, even your offspring, will they take away to be unsexed servants
in the house of the king of Babylon. 8Then said Hezekiah to Isaiah, Good is theword of the
Lord which you have said. And he said in his heart, There will be peace and quiet in my
days.

40
1Give comfort, give comfort, to my people, says your God. 2 Say kind words to the heart

of Jerusalem, crying out to her that her time of trouble is ended, that her punishment is
complete; that she has been rewarded by the Lord's hand twice over for all her sins. 3A
voice of one crying, Make ready in the waste land the way of the Lord, make level in the
lowlandahighway for ourGod. 4Let every valley be liftedup, and everymountain andhill
bemade low, and let the rough places become level, and the hilltops become a valley, 5And
the glory of the Lord will be made clear, and all flesh will see it together, for the mouth
of the Lord has said it. 6 A voice of one saying, Give a cry! And I said, What is my cry to
be? All flesh is grass, and all its strength like the flower of the field. 7 The grass becomes
dry, theflower is dead; because thebreath of theLord goes over it: truly thepeople is grass.
8The grass is dry, theflower is dead; but thewordof ourGod is eternal. 9Youwhogive good
news to Zion, get up into thehighmountain; youwhogive goodnews to Jerusalem, let your
voice be strong; let it be sounding without fear; say to the towns of Judah, See, your God!
10See, the LordGodwill comeas a strong one, ruling in power: see, thosemade free byhim
are with him, and those whom he has made safe go before him. 11He will give food to his
flock like a keeper of sheep; with his arm hewill get it together, andwill take up the lambs
on his breast, gently guiding those which are with young. 12 In the hollow of whose hand
have the waters been measured? and who is able to take the heavens in his stretched-out
fingers? whohas got together the dust of the earth in ameasure? whohas taken theweight
of themountains, or put the hills into the scales? 13Bywhomhas the spirit of the Lordbeen
guided, or who has been his teacher? 14Who gave him suggestions, andmade clear to him
the right way? who gave him knowledge, guiding him in the way of wisdom? 15 See, the
nations are to him like a drop hanging from a bucket, and like the small dust in the scales:
he takes up the islands like small dust. 16AndLebanon is not enough tomake afirewith, or
all its cattle enough for aburnedoffering. 17All thenations are asnothingbeforehim; even
less than nothing, a thing of no value. 18Whom then is God like, in your opinion? or what
will you put forward as a comparisonwith him? 19Theworkmanmakes an image, and the
gold-worker puts gold plates over it, and makes silver bands for it. 20 The wise workman
makes selection of the mulberry-tree of the offering, a wood which will not become soft;
so that the imagemay be fixed to it and not bemoved. 21Have you no knowledge of it? has
it not come to your ears? has not news of it been given to you from the first? has it not
been clear to you from the time when the earth was placed on its base? 22 It is he who is
seated over the arch of the earth, and the people in it are as small as locusts; by him the
heavens are stretched out like an arch, andmade ready like a tent for a living-place. 23He
makes rulers come to nothing; the judges of the earth are of no value. 24 They have only
now been planted, and their seed put into the earth, and they have only now taken root,
when he sends out his breath over them and they become dry, and the storm-wind takes
them away like dry grass. 25Who then seems to you to be my equal? says the Holy One.
26Let your eyes be lifted up on high, and see: who hasmade these? Hewho sends out their
numbered army: who has knowledge of all their names: bywhose great strength, because
he is strong in power, all of themare in their places. 27Whydo you say, O Jacob, suchwords
as these, O Israel, The Lord's eyes are not onmyway, andmy God gives no attention tomy
cause? 28Have you no knowledge of it? has it not come to your ears? The eternal God, the
Lord, the Maker of the ends of the earth, is never feeble or tired; there is no searching out
of his wisdom. 29He gives power to the feeble, increasing the strength of him who has no
force. 30Even the youngmenwill become feeble and tired, and the best of themwill come
to the end of his strength; 31But thosewho arewaiting for the Lordwill have new strength;
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they will get wings like eagles: running, they will not be tired, andwalking, they will have
no weariness.

41
1 Come quietly before me, O sea-lands, and let the peoples get together their strength:

let them come near; then let them say what they have to say: let us put forward our cause
against one another. 2Who sent out from the east one who is right wherever he goes? he
gives the nations into his hands, and makes him ruler over kings; he gives them as the
dust to his sword, as dry stems before the wind to his bow. 3He goes after them safely,
not touching the road with his feet. 4Whose purpose and work was it? His who sent out
the generations from the start. I the Lord, the first, and with the last, I am he. 5 The sea-
lands saw it, and were in fear; the ends of the earth were shaking: they came near. 6They
gave help everyone to his neighbour; and everyone said to his brother, Take heart! 7 So
the metal-worker put heart into the gold-worker, and he who was hammering the metal
smooth said kind words to the iron-worker, saying of the plate, It is ready: and he put it
together with nails, so that there might be no slipping. 8But as for you, Israel, my servant,
and you, Jacob,whom Ihave taken formyself, the seed of Abrahammy friend: 9Youwhom
I have taken from the ends of the earth, and sent for from its farthest parts, saying to you,
You aremy servant, whom I have taken formyself, andwhom I have not given up: 10Have
no fear, for I am with you; do not be looking about in trouble, for I am your God; I will
give you strength, yes, I will be your helper; yes, my true right hand will be your support.
11Truly, all thosewhoareangrywithyouwill bemade lowandput to shame: thosedesiring
to do youwrongwill come to nothing and never again be seen. 12Youwill make search for
your haters but they will not be there; those whomake war against you will be as nothing
and will come to destruction. 13 For I, the Lord your God, have taken your right hand in
mine, saying to you, Have no fear; I will be your helper. 14Have no fear, you worm Jacob,
andyoumenof Israel; Iwill beyourhelper, says theLord, evenhewho takesupyour cause,
the Holy One of Israel. 15 See, I will make you like a new grain-crushing instrument with
teeth, crushing the mountains small, and making the hills like dry stems. 16You will send
the wind over them, and it will take them away; they will go in all directions before the
storm-wind: you will have joy in the Lord, and be glad in the Holy One of Israel. 17 The
poor and crushed are looking forwaterwhere nowater is, and their tongue is dry for need
of it: I the Lord will give ear to their prayer, I the God of Israel will not give them up. 18 I
will make rivers on the dry mountain-tops, and fountains in the valleys: I will make the
waste land a pool of water, and the dry land springs of water. 19 I will put in thewaste land
the cedar, the acacia, the myrtle, and the olive-tree; and in the lowland will be planted the
fir-tree, the plane, and the cypress together: 20 So that they may see and be wise and give
theirmind to it, and that itmay be clear to them all that the hand of the Lord has done this,
and that the Holy One of Israel has made it. 21 Put forward your cause, says the Lord; let
your strong argument come out, says the King of Jacob. 22Let the future be made clear to
us: give us news of the past things, so that wemay give thought to them; or of the things to
come, so that wemay see if they are true. 23Give us word of what will be after this, so that
we may be certain that you are gods: yes, do good or do evil, so that we may all see it and
be surprised. 24But you are nothing, and your work is of no value: foolish is he who takes
you for his gods. 25 I have sent for one from the north, and from the dawn he has come; in
my name hewill get rulers together and go against them; theywill be like dust, even as the
wet earth is stamped on by the feet of the potter. 26Who has given knowledge of it from
the first, so that we may be certain of it? and from the start, so that we may say, His word
is true? There is no onewho gives news, or says anything, or who gives ear to your words.
27 I was the first to give word of it to Zion, and I gave the good news to Jerusalem. 28And I
saw that there was noman, even no wise man among them, whomight give an answer to
my questions. 29Truly they are all nothing, their works are nothing and of no value: their
metal images are of nomore use than wind.

42
1 See my servant, whom I am supporting, my loved one, in whom I take delight: I have

put my spirit on him; he will give the knowledge of the true God to the nations. 2He will
make no cry, his voicewill not be loud: hiswordswill not come tomen's ears in the streets.
3He will not let a crushed stem be quite broken, and he will not let a feebly burning light
be put out: he will go on sending out the true word to the peoples. 4His light will not be
put out, and he will not be crushed, till he has given the knowledge of the true God to the
earth, and the sea-landswill bewaiting for his teaching. 5God the Lord, evenhewhomade
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the heavens,measuring themout on high; stretching out the earth, and giving its produce;
he who gives breath to the people on it, and life to those who go about on it, says: 6 I the
Lord havemade you the vessel of my purpose, I have taken you by the hand, and kept you
safe, and I have given you to be an agreement to the people, and a light to the nations: 7To
give eyes to the blind, to make free the prisoners from the prison, to let out those who are
shut up in the dark. 8 I am the Lord; that is my name: I will not give my glory to another,
or my praise to pictured images. 9 See, the things said before have come about, and now I
give word of new things: before they come I give you news of them. 10Make a new song
to the Lord, and let his praise be sounded from the end of the earth; you who go down
to the sea, and everything in it, the sea-lands and their people. 11 Let the waste land and
its flocks be glad, the tent-circles of Kedar; let the people of the rock give a glad cry, from
the top of the mountains let themmake a sound of joy. 12 Let them give glory to the Lord,
sounding his praise in the sea-lands. 13 The Lord will go out as a man of war, he will be
moved towrath like a fighting-man: his voicewill be strong, hewill give a loud cry; hewill
go against his attackers like a man of war. 14 I have long been quiet, I have kept myself in
and done nothing: now I will make sounds of pain like a woman in childbirth, breathing
hard and quickly. 15 I willmakewastemountains and hills, drying up all their plants; and I
willmake rivers dry, and pools dry land. 16And Iwill take the blind by away ofwhich they
hadnoknowledge, guiding themby roads strange to them: Iwillmake thedarkplaces light
before them, and the rough places level. These things will I do and will not give them up.
17Theywill be turned back and be greatly shamedwho put their hope in pictured images,
who say to metal images, You are our gods. 18Give ear, you whose ears are shut; and let
your eyes be open, you blind, so that you may see. 19Who is blind, but my servant? who
has his ears stopped, but hewhom I send? who is blind asmy true one, orwho has his ears
shut like the Lord's servant? 20 Seeing much, but keeping nothing in mind; his ears are
open, but there is no hearing. 21 It was the Lord's pleasure, because of his righteousness, to
make the teaching great and give it honour. 22But this is a peoplewhose property has been
taken away from themby force; they are all taken inholes, and shut up in prisons: they are
madeprisoners, andnoonemakes them free; they are takenby force andnoone says, Give
them back. 23Who is there among youwhowill give ear to this? whowill give attention to
it for the time to come? 24Who gave up Jacob to those who took away his goods, and Israel
to his attackers? Did not the Lord? he against whom they did wrong, and in whose ways
they would not go, turning away from his teaching. 25 For this reason he let loose on him
the heat of his wrath, and his strength was like a flame; and it put fire round about him,
but he did not see it; he was burned, but did not take it to heart.

43
1But now, says the Lord your Maker, O Jacob, and your life-giver, O Israel: have no fear,

for I have taken up your cause; naming you by your name, I havemade youmine. 2When
you go through thewaters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, theywill not go over
you: when you go through the fire, you will not be burned; and the flame will have no
power over you. 3For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your saviour; I have
given Egypt as a price for you, Ethiopia and Seba for you. 4 Because of your value in my
eyes, you have been honoured, and loved by me; so I will give men for you, and peoples
for your life. 5Have no fear, for I amwith you: I will take your seed from the east, and get
you together from the west; 6 I will say to the north, Give them up; and to the south, Do
not keep them back; send back my sons from far, and my daughters from the end of the
earth; 7 Every one who is named by my name, and whom I have made for my glory, who
hasbeen formedanddesignedbyme. 8Sendout theblindpeoplewhohave eyes, and those
who have ears, but they are shut. 9 Let all the nations come together, and let the peoples
be present: who among them is able tomake this clear, and give us word of earlier things?
let their witnesses come forward, so that they may be seen to be true, and that they may
give ear, and say, It is true. 10You aremywitnesses, says the Lord, andmy servant whom I
have taken formyself: so that youmay see and have faith inme, and that itmay be clear to
you that I am he; before me there was no God formed, and there will not be after me. 11 I,
even I, am the Lord; and there is no saviour but me. 12 I gave the word, and made it clear,
and there was no strange god among you: for this reason you are my witnesses, says the
Lord. 13 From time long past I am God, and from this day I am he: there is no one who is
able to take you out of my hand: when I undertake a thing, by whom will my purpose be
changed? 14TheLord,whohas takenupyour cause, theHolyOneof Israel, says, Becauseof
you I have sent toBabylon, andmadeall their seers come south, and theChaldaeanswhose
cry is in the ships. 15 I am the Lord, your Holy One, the Maker of Israel, your King. 16This
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is the word of the Lord, who makes a way in the sea, and a road through the deep waters;
17Who sends out the war-carriages and the horses, the army with all its force; they have
come down, they will not get up again; like a feebly burning light they are put out. 18Give
no thought to the thingswhicharepast; let the early times goout of yourminds. 19See, I am
doing a new thing; now it is starting; will you not take note of it? I will evenmake away in
thewaste land, and rivers in the dry country. 20The beasts of the fieldwill giveme honour,
the jackals and the ostriches: because I send outwaters in thewaste land, and rivers in the
dry country, to give drink to the people whom I have taken for myself: 21Even the people
whom I made to be the witnesses of my praise. 22 But you have made no prayer to me, O
Jacob: and you have given no thought to me, O Israel. 23 You have not made me burned
offerings of sheep, or given me honour with your offerings of beasts; I did not make you
servants to give me an offering, and I did not make you tired with requests for perfumes.
24You have not got me sweet-smelling plants with yourmoney, or givenme pleasure with
the fat of your offerings: but you havemademe a servant to your sins, and you havemade
me tired with your evil doings. 25 I, even I, am he who takes away your sins; and I will no
longer keep your evil doings in mind. 26 Put me in mind of this; let us take up the cause
between us: put forward your cause, so that you may be seen to be in the right. 27 Your
first father was a sinner, and your guides have gone against my word. 28Your chiefs have
mademy holy place unclean, so I havemade Jacob a curse, and Israel a thing of shame.

44
1And now, give ear, O Jacob my servant, and Israel whom I have taken for myself: 2The

Lordwhomade you, forming you in yourmother's body, the Lord, your helper, says, Have
no fear, O Jacob my servant, and you, Jeshurun, whom I have taken for myself. 3For I will
send water on the land needing it, and streams on the dry earth: I will let my spirit come
down on your seed, and my blessing on your offspring. 4And they will come up like grass
in awell-wateredfield, likewater-plants by the streams. 5Onewill say, I am theLord's; and
another will give himself the name, Jacob; another will put a mark on his hand, I am the
Lord's, and another will take the name of Israel for himself. 6The Lord, the King of Israel,
even the Lord of armies who has taken up his cause, says, I am the first and the last, and
there is no God but me. 7 If there is one like me, let him come forward and say it, let him
make it clear and put it in order before me: who has made clear in the past the things to
come? let him make clear the future to me. 8Have no fear, be strong in heart; have I not
made it clear to you in the past, and let you see it? and you are my witnesses. Is there any
God but me, or a Rock of whom I have no knowledge? 9Those whomake a pictured image
are all of them as nothing, and the things of their desire will be of no profit to them: and
their servants see not, and have no knowledge; so they will be put to shame. 10Whoever
makes a god,makesnothingbut ametal image inwhich there is noprofit. 11Truly, all those
whomake use of secret artswill be put to shame, and theirwords of power are onlywords
of men: let them all come forward together; they will all be in fear and be put to shame.
12 The iron-worker is heating the metal in the fire, giving it form with his hammers, and
working on it with his strong arm: then for need of food his strength gives way, and for
need of water he becomes feeble. 13The woodworker is measuring out the wood with his
line,marking it outwithhispencil: after smoothing itwithhisplane, andmaking circles on
itwithhis instrument, he gives it the formandgloryof aman, so that itmaybeplaced in the
house. 14He has cedars cut down for himself, he takes an oak and lets it get strong among
the trees of the wood; he has an ash-tree planted, and the rain gives it growth. 15 Then it
will be used to make a fire, so that a man may get warm; he has the oven heated with it
andmakes bread: he makes a god with it, to which he gives worship: he makes a pictured
image out of it, and goes downonhis face before it. 16Withpart of it hemakes afire, andon
the fire he gets meat cooked and takes a full meal: hemakes himself warm, and says, Aha!
I amwarm, I have seen the fire: 17And the rest of it hemakes into a god, even his pictured
image: he goes down on his face before it, giving worship to it, and making prayer to it,
saying, Be my saviour; for you are my god. 18 They have no knowledge or wisdom; for he
has put a veil over their eyes, so that they may not see; and on their hearts, so that they
maynot give attention. 19Andno one takes note, no one has enough knowledge orwisdom
to say, I have put part of it in the fire, and made bread on it; I have had a meal of the flesh
cooked with it: and am I now to make the rest of it into a false god? am I to go down on
my face before a bit of wood? 20 As for him whose food is the dust of a dead fire, he has
been turned from the way by a twisted mind, so that he is unable to keep himself safe by
saying,What I havehere inmyhand is false. 21Keep these things inmind, O Jacob; and you
Israel, for you aremy servant: I havemade you; you aremy servant; O Israel, I will not let
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you go out of mymemory. 22 I have put your evil doings out of mymind like a thick cloud,
and your sins like amist: come back tome; for I have taken up your cause. 23Make a song,
O heavens, for the Lord has done it: give a loud cry, you deep parts of the earth: let your
voices be loud in song, youmountains, and youwoodswith all your trees: for the Lord has
taken up the cause of Jacob, and will let his glory be seen in Israel. 24 The Lord, who has
taken up your cause, andwho gave you life in yourmother's body, says, I am the Lordwho
makes all things; stretching out the heavens bymyself, and giving the earth its limits; who
waswithme? 25Whomakes the signsof thosewhogivewordof the future come tonothing,
so that those who have knowledge of secret arts go off their heads; turning the wise men
back, andmaking their knowledge foolish: 26Whomakes theword of his servants certain,
and gives effect to the purposes of his representatives; who says of Jerusalem, Her people
will come back to her; and of the towns of Judah, I will give orders for their building, and
will make her waste places fertile again: 27Who says to the deep, Be dry, and I will make
your rivers dry: 28Who says of Cyrus, He will take care of my sheep, and will do all my
pleasure: who says of Jerusalem, I will give theword for your building; and of the Temple,
Your bases will be put in place.

45
1 The Lord says to the man of his selection, to Cyrus, whom I have taken by the right

hand, putting down nations before him, and taking away the arms of kings; making the
doors open before him, so that the ways into the towns may not be shut; 2 I will go before
you, andmake the rough places level: the doors of brass will be broken, and the iron rods
cut in two: 3And I will give you the stores of the dark, and the wealth of secret places, so
that youmaybe certain that I amtheLord,whogaveyouyourname, even theGodof Israel.
4Because of Jacobmy servant, and Israelwhom I have taken formyself, I have sent for you
by name, giving you a name of honour, though you had no knowledge of me. 5 I am the
Lord, and there is no other; there is no God but me: I will make you ready for war, though
you had no knowledge of me: 6 So that they may see from the east and from the west that
there is no God but me: I am the Lord, and there is no other. 7 I am the giver of light and
themaker of the dark; causing blessing, and sending troubles; I am the Lord, who does all
these things. 8Let righteousness comedown, Oheavens, fromonhigh, and let the sky send
it down like rain: let the earth be open to give the fruit of salvation, causing righteousness
to comeupwith it; I the Lordhavemade it comeabout. 9Cursed is hewhohas anargument
with his Maker, the pot which has an argument with the Potter! Will the wet earth say to
him who is working with it, What are you doing, that your work has nothing by which it
may be gripped? 10 Cursed is he who says to a father, To what are you giving life? or to
a woman, What are you in birth-pains with? 11 The Lord, the Holy One of Israel, and his
Maker, says, Will you put a question to me about the things which are to come, or will you
givemeordersaboutmysons, and theworkofmyhands? 12 Ihavemade theearth, forming
man on it: by my hands the heavens have been stretched out, and all the stars put in their
ordered places. 13 I have sent himout to overcome the nations, and Iwillmake all hisways
straight: I will give him thework of buildingmy town, and hewill letmy prisoners go free,
without price or reward, says the Lord of armies. 14The Lord says, Theworkmen of Egypt,
and the traders of Ethiopia, and the tall Sabaeans, will come over the sea to you, and they
will be yours; they will go after you; in chains they will come over: and they will go down
on their faces before you, and will make prayer to you, saying, Truly, God is among you;
and there is no other God. 15 Truly, you have a secret God, the God of Israel is a Saviour!
16All those who have gone against himwill be put to shame; the makers of images will be
made low. 17But the Lord will make Israel free with an eternal salvation: you will not be
put to shame or made low for ever and ever. 18 For this is the word of the Lord who made
the heavens; he is God; themaker and designer of the earth; whomade it not to be awaste,
but as a living-place for man: I am the Lord, and there is no other. 19 I have not given my
word in secret, in a place in the underworld; I did not say to the seed of Jacob, Go into a
waste land to make request of me: I the Lord say what is true, my word is righteousness.
20Come together, even comenear, younationswhoare still living: theyhavenoknowledge
who takeup their imageofwood, andmakeprayer to a god inwhomisno salvation. 21Give
theword, put forwardyour cause, let us have adiscussion together: whohas givennewsof
this in the past? whomade it clear in early times? did not I, the Lord? and there is no God
but me; a true God and a saviour; there is no other. 22Let your hearts be turned to me, so
that you may have salvation, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is no other.
23 By myself have I taken an oath, a true word has gone from my mouth, and will not be
changed, that to me every knee will be bent, and every tongue will give honour. 24Only in
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the Lord will Jacob overcome and be strong: together all those who were angry with him
will be put to shame and come to destruction. 25 In the Lord will all the seed of Israel get
their rights, and they will give glory to him.

46
1Bel is bent down, Nebo is falling; their images are on the beasts and on the cattle: the

thingswhichyou tookabouthavebecomeaweight to the tiredbeast. 2Theyarebentdown,
they are falling together: theywere not able to keep their images safe, but they themselves
have been taken prisoner. 3Give ear tome, O family of Jacob, and all the rest of the people
of Israel, who have been supported by me from their birth, and have been my care from
their earliest days: 4 Even when you are old I will be the same, and when you are grey-
haired I will take care of you: I will still be responsible forwhat Imade; yes, I will take you
and keep you safe. 5Who in your eyes is my equal? or what comparison will you make
with me? 6As for those who take gold out of a bag, and put silver in the scales, they give
payment to a gold-worker, to make it into a god; they go down on their faces and give it
worship. 7 They put him on their backs, and take him up, and put him in his fixed place,
fromwhich hemay not bemoved; if a man gives a cry for help to him, he is unable to give
an answer, or get him out of his trouble. 8 Keep this in mind and be shamed; let it come
back to your memory, you sinners. 9Let the things which are past come to your memory:
for I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is no one like me; 10Making clear
from the first what is to come, and from past times the things which have not so far come
about; saying, My purpose is fixed, and I will do all my pleasure; 11 Sending for a bird of
strong flight from the east, the man of my purpose from a far country; I have said it, and I
will give effect to it; the thing designed bymewill certainly be done. 12Give ear tome, you
feeble-hearted, who have no faith in my righteousness: 13My righteousness is near, it is
not far off; salvationwill come quickly; and I will make Zion free, and give Israelmy glory.

47
1 Come and take your seat in the dust, O virgin daughter of Babylon; come down from

your seat of power, and take your place on the earth, O daughter of the Chaldaeans: for
you will never again seem soft and delicate. 2 Take the crushing-stones and get the meal
crushed: take off your veil, put away your robe, let your legs be uncovered, go through the
rivers. 3The shame of your unclothed conditionwill be seen by all: I will give punishment
withoutmercy, 4Says the Lordwho takes up our cause; the Lord of armies is his name, the
Holy One of Israel. 5Be seated in the dark without a word, O daughter of the Chaldaeans:
for you will no longer be named, The Queen of Kingdoms. 6 I was angry with my people,
I put shame on my heritage, and gave them into your hands: you had no mercy on them;
you put a cruel yoke on those whowere old; 7And you said, I will be a queen for ever: you
did not give attention to these things, and did not keep inmindwhatwould come after. 8So
nowtakenoteof this, youwhoaregivenup topleasure, livingwithout fearof evil, saying in
your heart, I am, and there is no one likeme; I will never be a widow, or havemy children
taken from me. 9 But these two things will come on you suddenly in one day, the loss of
children and of husband: in full measure they will come on you, for all your secret arts,
and all your wonders. 10For you had faith in your evil-doing; you said, No one seesme; by
your wisdom and knowledge you have been turned out of the way: and you have said in
your heart, I am, and there is no other. 11Because of this evil will come on you, whichmay
notbe turnedaway for anyprice: and troublewill overtakeyou, fromwhichnomoneywill
give salvation: destruction will come on you suddenly, without your knowledge. 12Go on
nowwith your secret arts, and all yourwonder-working, towhich youhave given yourself
up from your earliest days; it may be that they will be of profit to you, or by them youmay
put fear into your attackers. 13But yourmind is troubled by the number of your guides: let
themnowcome forward for your salvation: themeasurers of the heavens, thewatchers of
the stars, and those who are able to say frommonth to month what things are coming on
you. 14Truly, they have become like dry stems, they have been burned in the fire; they are
not able to keep themselves safe from the power of the flame: it is not a coal for warming
them, or a fire by which a man may be seated. 15 Small profit have you had from those
who, from your earliest days, got great profit out of you; they have gone in flight, every
one straight before him, and you have no saviour.

48
1Give ear to this, O family of Jacob, you who are named by the name of Israel, and have

come out of the body of Judah; who take oaths by the name of the Lord, and make use of
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the name of the God of Israel, but not truly and not in good faith. 2 For they say that they
are of the holy town, and put their faith in theGod of Israel: the Lord of armies is his name.
3 I gave word in the past of the things which came about; they came frommymouth, and
I made them clear: suddenly I did them, and they came about. 4 Because I saw that your
heartwashard, and that yourneckwasan ironcord, andyourbrowbrass; 5For this reason
Imade it clear toyou in thepast, before it came I gaveyouwordof it: for fear that youmight
say, My god did these things, and my pictured and metal images made them come about.
6All this has come to your ears and you have seen it; will you not give witness to it? I am
nowmaking clear new things, even secret things, of which you had no knowledge. 7They
have only nowbeen effected, and not in the past: and before this day they had not come to
your ears; for fear that youmight say, I had knowledge of them. 8Truly youhadnoword of
them, no knowledge of them; no news of them in the past had come to your ears; because I
saw how false was your behaviour, and that your heart was turned against me from your
earliest days. 9Because ofmyname Iwill put awaymywrath, and formy praise Iwill keep
myself from cutting you off. 10See, I have been testing you formyself like silver; I have put
you through the fire of trouble. 11 For myself, even because of my name, I will do it; for
I will not let my name be shamed; and my glory I will not give to another. 12 Give ear to
me, Jacob, and Israel, my loved one; I am he, I am the first and I am the last. 13Yes, by my
hand was the earth placed on its base, and by my right hand the heavens were stretched
out; at my word they take up their places. 14 Come together, all of you, and give ear; who
among you has given news of these things? the Lord's loved one will do his pleasure with
Babylon, and with the seed of the Chaldaeans. 15 I, even I, have given the word; I have
sent for him: I have made him come, and have given effect to his undertakings. 16 Come
near to me, and give ear to this; from the start I did not keep it secret; from the time of
its coming into existence I was there: and now the Lord God has sent me, and given me
his spirit. 17The Lord who takes up your cause, the Holy One of Israel, says, I am the Lord
your God, who is teaching you for your profit, guiding you by the way in which you are
to go. 18 If only you had given ear to my orders, then your peace would have been like a
river, and your righteousness as the waves of the sea: 19 Your seed would have been like
the sand, and your offspring like the dust: your name would not be cut off or come to an
end before me. 20Go out of Babylon, go in flight from the Chaldaeans; with the sound of
songmake it clear, give the news, let the word go out even to the end of the earth: say, The
Lord has taken up the cause of his servant Jacob. 21 They had no need of water when he
was guiding them through the waste lands: hemade water come out of the rock for them:
the rock was parted and the waters came flowing out. 22There is no peace, says the Lord,
for the evil-doers.

49
1Give ear, O sea-lands, to me; and take note, you peoples from far: I have been marked

out by the Lord from the first; when I was still in my mother's body, he had my name in
mind: 2 And he has made my mouth like a sharp sword, in the shade of his hand he has
kept me; and he has made me like a polished arrow, keeping me in his secret place; 3And
he said tome, Youaremy servant, Israel, inwhommyglorywill be seen; 4And I said, I have
undergone weariness for nothing, I have given my strength for no purpose or profit: but
still theLordwill takeupmycause, andmyGodwill givememyreward. 5Andnow, says the
Lord, whomademe his servant when I was still inmymother's body, so that I mightmake
Jacob comeback tohim, and so that Israelmight come together tohim: and Iwashonoured
in the eyes of the Lord, and my God becamemy strength. 6 It is not enough for one who is
my servant to put the tribes of Jacobagain in their place, and to get back those of Israelwho
have been sent away: my purpose is to give you as a light to the nations, so that you may
be my salvation to the end of the earth. 7 The Lord who takes up Israel's cause, even his
Holy One, says to himwhommenmake sport of, who is hated by the nations, a servant of
rulers: Kingswill see and get up from their places, and chiefswill giveworship: because of
the Lordwho keeps faith; even theHoly One of Israelwho has taken you for himself. 8This
is theword of the Lord: I have given ear to you at a good time, and I have been your helper
in a day of salvation: and I will keep you safe, and will make you a glory for the people,
putting the land in order, and giving them the heritages which now are waste; 9 Saying to
thosewho are in chains, Go free; to thosewho are in the dark, Comeout into the light. They
will get food by the way wherever they go, and have grass-lands on all the dry mountain-
tops. 10 They will not be in need of food or drink, or be troubled by the heat or the sun:
for he who has mercy on them will be their guide, taking them by the springs of water.
11And I will make all mymountains away, andmy highwayswill be lifted up. 12See, these
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are coming from far; and these from the north and the west; and these from the land of
Sinim. 13Let your voice be loud in song, O heavens; and be glad, O earth; make sounds of
joy, Omountains, for the Lord has given comfort to his people, andwill havemercy on his
crushed ones. 14 But Zion said, The Lord has given me up, I have gone from his memory.
15Will a woman give up the child at her breast, will she be without pity for the fruit of
her body? yes, these may, but I will not let you go out of my memory. 16 See, your name is
marked onmy hands; your walls are ever beforeme. 17Your builders are coming quickly;
your haters and those who made you waste will go out of you. 18 Let your eyes be lifted
up round about, and see: they are all coming together to you. By my life, says the Lord,
truly you will put them all on you as an ornament, and be clothed with them like a bride.
19 For though the waste places of your land have been given to destruction, now you will
not bewideenough for yourpeople, and thosewhomadeyouwastewill be far away. 20The
children towhom you gave birth in other landswill say in your ears, The place is not wide
enough for me: make room for me to have a resting-place. 21 Then you will say in your
heart, Who has given me all these children? when my children had been taken fromme,
and I was no longer able to have others, who took care of these? when I was by myself,
where then were these? 22 This is the word of the Lord God: See, I will make a sign with
myhand to the nations, and put upmyflag for the peoples; and theywill take up your sons
on their beasts, and your daughters on their backs. 23And kings will take care of you, and
queens will give you their milk: they will go down on their faces before you, kissing the
dust of your feet; and you will be certain that I am the Lord, and that those who put their
hope in me will not be shamed. 24Will the goods of war be taken from the strong man,
or the prisoners of the cruel one be let go? 25But the Lord says, Even the prisoners of the
strong will be taken from him, and the cruel made to let go his goods: for I will take up
your cause against your haters, and I will keep your children safe. 26And the flesh of your
attackerswill be takenby themselves for food; and theywill take their blood for drink, as if
it was sweet wine: and all menwill see that I the Lord am your saviour, even hewho takes
up your cause, the Strong One of Jacob.

50
1This is the word of the Lord: Where is the statement which I gave your mother when I

put her away? or towhich ofmy creditors have I given you formoney? Itwas for your sins
that youwere given into the hands of others, and for your evil-doingwas yourmother put
away. 2Why, then,when I came,was therenoman? andnoone to give answer tomyvoice?
hasmyhandbecome feeble, so that it is unable to takeupyour cause? orhave Inopower to
make you free? See, at myword the sea becomes dry, I make the rivers a waste land: their
fish are dead for need of water, and make an evil smell. 3 By me the heavens are clothed
with black, and I make haircloth their robe. 4 The Lord God has given me the tongue of
those who are experienced, so that I may be able to give the word a special sense for the
feeble: everymorningmyear is open tohis teaching, like thosewhoareexperienced: 5And
I have not putmyself against him, or letmyheart be turned back fromhim. 6 Iwas offering
myback to thosewho gavemeblows, andmy face to thosewhowere pulling outmyhair: I
did not keepmy face covered frommarks of shame. 7For the Lord God is my helper; I will
not be put to shame: so I have made my face like a rock, and I am certain that he will give
memy right. 8Hewho takes upmy cause is near; who will go to lawwith me? let us come
together before the judge: who is againstme? let him come near tome. 9See, the Lord God
is my helper; who will give a decision against me? truly, all of themwill become old like a
robe; theywill be food for theworm. 10Whoamong youhas the fear of the Lord, giving ear
to the voice of his servant who has beenwalking in the dark and has no light? Let him put
his faith in the name of the Lord, looking to his God for support. 11 See, all you who make
a fire, arming yourselves with burning branches: go in the flame of your fire, and among
the branches you have put a light to. Thiswill you have frommyhand, youwillmake your
bed in sorrow.

51
1Give ear tome, youwho are searching for righteousness, who are looking for the Lord:

see the rock fromwhich youwere cut out, and the hole out of which youwere taken. 2Let
your thoughts be turned to Abraham, your father, and to Sarah, who gave you birth: for
when he was but one, my voice came to him, and I gave him my blessing, and made him
a great people. 3 For the Lord has given comfort to Zion: he has made glad all her broken
walls; making herwaste places like Eden, and changing her dry land into the garden of the
Lord; joy and delight will be there, praise and the sound of melody. 4Give attention tome,
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O my people; and give ear to me, O my nation; for teaching will go out from me, and the
knowledge of the true God will be a light to the peoples. 5 Suddenly will my righteousness
come near, andmy salvationwill be shining out like the light; the sea-landswill bewaiting
for me, and they will put their hope in my strong arm. 6 Let your eyes be lifted up to the
heavens, and turned to the earthwhich is under them: for the heavenswill go in flight like
smoke, and the earth will become old like a coat, and its people will come to destruction
like insects: but my salvation will be for ever, and my righteousness will not come to an
end. 7 Give ear to me, you who have knowledge of righteousness, in whose heart is my
law; have no fear of the evil words of men, and give no thought to their curses. 8For like a
coat they will be food for the insect, the wormwill make ameal of them like wool: but my
righteousness will be for ever, and my salvation to all generations. 9Awake! awake! put
on strength, O armof the Lord, awake! as in the old days, in the generations long past. Was
it not by you that Rahabwas cut in two, and the dragonWounded? 10Did you notmake the
sea dry, the waters of the great deep? did you not make the deep waters of the sea a way
for the Lord's people to go through? 11Thosewhom the Lord hasmade freewill come back
with songs to Zion; andon their headswill be eternal joy: delight and joywill be theirs, and
sorrow and sounds of griefwill be gone for ever. 12 I, even I, amyour comforter: are you so
poor in heart as to be in fear of man who will come to an end, and of the son of man who
will be like grass? 13And you have given no thought to the Lord your Maker, by whom the
heavens were stretched out, and the earth placed on its base; and you went all day in fear
of thewrath of the cruel one, when hewasmaking ready for your destruction. Andwhere
is the wrath of the cruel one? 14 The prisoner, bent under his chain, will quickly be made
free, and will not go down into the underworld, and his bread will not come to an end.
15 For I am the Lord your God, who makes the sea calm when its waves are thundering:
the Lord of armies is his name. 16And I have put my words in your mouth, covering you
with the shade of my hand, stretching out the heavens, and placing the earth on its base,
and saying to Zion, You are my people. 17Awake! awake! up! O Jerusalem, you who have
taken from the Lord's hand the cup of his wrath; tasting in full measure the wine which
overcomes. 18 She has no one among all her children to be her guide; not one of the sons
she has taken care of takes her by the hand. 19 These two things have come on you; who
will be weeping for you? wasting and destruction; death from need of food, and from the
sword; howmay you be comforted? 20Your sons are overcome, like a roe in a net; they are
full of the wrath of the Lord, the punishment of your God. 21 So now give ear to this, you
who are troubled and overcome, but not with wine: 22 This is the word of the Lord your
master, even your God who takes up the cause of his people: See, I have taken out of your
hand the cupwhich overcomes, even the cup ofmywrath; it will not again be given to you:
23And I will put it into the hand of your cruel masters, and of those whose yoke has been
hard on you; who have said to your soul, Down on your face! so that wemay go over you:
and you have given your backs like the earth, even like the street, for them to go over.

52
1Awake! awake! put on your strength, O Zion; put on your beautiful robes, O Jerusalem,

the holy town: for from now there will never again come into you the unclean and those
without circumcision. 2Make yourself clean from the dust; up! and take the seat of your
power, O Jerusalem: the bands of your neck are loose, O prisoned daughter of Zion. 3 For
the Lord says, You were given for nothing, and you will be made free without price. 4 For
the Lord God says, My people went down at first into Egypt, to get a place for themselves
there: and the Assyrian put a cruel yoke on them without cause. 5Now then, what have
I here? says the Lord, for my people are taken away without cause; they are made waste
and give cries of sorrow, says the Lord, and all the day the nations put shame onmy name.
6For this cause Iwillmakemyname clear tomypeople; in that day theywill be certain that
it is my word which comes to them; see, here am I. 7How beautiful on the mountains are
the feet of himwho comeswith good news, who gives word of peace, saying that salvation
is near; who says to Zion, Your God is ruling! 8 The voice of your watchmen! their voices
are loud in song together; for they will see him, eye to eye, when the Lord comes back to
Zion. 9Give sounds of joy, make melody together, waste places of Jerusalem: for the Lord
has given comfort to his people, he has taken up the cause of Jerusalem. 10 The Lord has
let his holy arm be seen by the eyes of all nations; and all the ends of the earth will see the
salvation of our God. 11Away! away! go out from there, touching no unclean thing; go out
fromamongher; be clean, youwho takeup thevessels of theLord. 12Foryouwill not goout
suddenly, and youwill not go inflight: for the Lordwill go before you, and theGodof Israel
will come after you to keep you. 13See, my servantwill dowell in his undertakings, hewill
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be honoured, and lifted up, and be very high. 14 As peoples were surprised at him, And
his face was not beautiful, so as to be desired: his face was so changed by disease as to be
unlike that of aman, and his formwas no longer that of the sons of men. 15Sowill nations
give him honour; kings will keep quiet because of him: for what had not beenmade clear
to them they will see; and they will give their minds to what had not come to their ears.

53
1Who would have had faith in the word which has come to our ears, and to whom had

the arm of the Lord been unveiled? 2For his growthwas like that of a delicate plant before
him, and like a root out of a dry place: he had no grace of form, to give us pleasure; 3Men
made sport of him, turning away from him; he was a man of sorrows, marked by disease;
and like one fromwhommen's faces are turned away, hewas looked down on, andwe put
no value on him. 4But it was our pain he took, and our diseases were put on him: while to
us he seemed as one diseased, on whom God's punishment had come. 5But it was for our
sins he was wounded, and for our evil doings he was crushed: he took the punishment by
which we have peace, and by his wounds we are made well. 6We all went wandering like
sheep; going every one of us after his desire; and the Lord put onhim the punishment of us
all. 7Menwere cruel to him, but he was gentle and quiet; as a lamb taken to its death, and
as a sheep before those who take her wool makes no sound, so he said not a word. 8They
took away from him help and right, and who gave a thought to his fate? for he was cut off
from the land of the living: he came to his death for the sin ofmypeople. 9And they put his
body into the earthwith sinners, and his last resting-placewaswith the evil-doers, though
he had done nowrong, and no deceit was in his mouth. 10And the Lordwas pleased ... see
a seed, long life, ... will do well in his hand. ... 11 ... made clear his righteousness before
men ... had taken their sins on himself. 12 For this cause he will have a heritage with the
great, and he will have a part in the goods of war with the strong, because he gave up his
life, and was numbered with the evil-doers; taking on himself the sins of the people, and
making prayer for the wrongdoers.

54
1 Let your voice be loud in song, O woman without children; make melody and sounds

of joy, you who did not give birth: for the children of her who had no husband are more
than thoseof themarriedwife, says theLord. 2Makewide theplace of your tent, and let the
curtains of yourhousebe stretchedoutwithout limit: makeyour cords long, andyour tent-
pins strong. 3 For I will make wide your limits on the right hand and on the left; and your
seed will take the nations for a heritage, and make the waste towns full of people. 4Have
no fear; for you will not be shamed or without hope: you will not be put to shame, for the
shameof your earlier dayswill go out of yourmemory, andyouwill no longer keep inmind
the sorrows of yourwidowed years. 5For yourMaker is your husband; the Lord of armies
is his name: and the Holy One of Israel is he who takes up your cause; he will be named
the God of all the earth. 6For the Lord hasmade you come back to him, like awifewho has
been sent away in grief of spirit; for onemaynot give up thewife of one's early days. 7For a
short time I gave youup; butwith greatmercies Iwill take youback again. 8 In overflowing
wrath my face was veiled from you for a minute, but I will have pity on you for ever, says
the Lord who takes up your cause. 9 For this is like the days of Noah to me: for as I took
an oath that the waters of Noah would never again go over the earth, so have I taken an
oath that Iwill not againbeangrywithyou, or saybitterwords to you. 10For themountains
maybe taken away, and thehills bemoved out of their places, butmy lovewill not be taken
fromyou, ormyagreement of peace broken, says theLord,whohashadmercy onyou. 11O
troubled one, storm-crushed, uncomforted! see, your stoneswill be framed in fair colours,
and your bases will be sapphires. 12 I will make your towers of rubies, and your doors of
carbuncles, and the wall round you will be of all sorts of beautiful stones. 13And all your
builders will bemadewise by the Lord; and great will be the peace of your children. 14All
your rightswill bemade certain to you: have no fear of evil, and destructionwill not come
near you. 15 See, they may be moved to war, but not by my authority: all those who come
together tomake an attack on you,will be broken against you. 16See, I havemade the iron-
worker, blowing on the burning coals, andmaking the instrument of war by his work; and
I have made the waster for destruction. 17No instrument of war which is formed against
you will be of any use; and every tongue which says evil against you will be judged false.
This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their righteousness comes from me,
says the Lord.
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55
1 Ho! everyone in need, come to the waters, and he who has no strength, let him get

food: come, get bread without money; wine and milk without price. 2Why do you give
your money for what is not bread, and the fruit of your work for what will not give you
pleasure? Give ear tome, so that your foodmay be good, and youmay have the best in full
measure. 3Give ear, and come tome, take note with care, so that your souls may have life:
and I will make an eternal agreement with you, even the certain mercies of David. 4 See, I
have givenhimas awitness to thepeoples, a ruler anda guide to thenations. 5See, youwill
send for a nation ofwhich youhadno knowledge, and thosewhohadno knowledge of you
will come running to you, because of the Lord your God, and because of the Holy One of
Israel, for he has given you glory. 6Make search for the Lordwhile he is there,makeprayer
to himwhile he is near: 7Let the sinner give up hisway, and the evil-doer his purpose: and
let him come back to the Lord, and hewill havemercy on him; and to our God, for there is
full forgivenesswith him. 8Formy thoughts are not your thoughts, or yourwaysmyways,
says the Lord. 9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than
your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. 10 For as the rain comes down, and the
snow from heaven, and does not go back again, but gives water to the earth, and makes it
fertile, giving seed to the planter, and bread for food; 11Sowill myword bewhich goes out
of my mouth: it will not come back to me with nothing done, but it will give effect to my
purpose, and do that for which I have sent it. 12For youwill go out with joy, and be guided
in peace: themountains and the hills will makemelody before you, and all the trees of the
fieldswillmake sounds of joy. 13 In place of the thornwill comeup the fir-tree, and in place
of theblackberry themyrtle: and itwill be to theLord for aname, for an eternal signwhich
will not be cut off.

56
1 The Lord says, Let your way of life be upright, and let your behaviour be rightly

ordered: for my salvation is near, and my righteousness will quickly be seen. 2Happy is
the man who does this, and the son of man whose behaviour is so ordered; who keeps
the Sabbath holy, and his hand from doing any evil. 3And let not the man from a strange
country, who has been joined to the Lord, say, The Lord will certainly put a division
betweenme and his people: and let not the unsexedman say, See, I am a dry tree. 4For the
Lord says, As for the unsexedwho keepmy Sabbaths, and give their hearts to pleasingme,
and keep their agreementwithme: 5 I will give to them inmyhouse, and insidemywalls, a
place and a name better than that of sons and daughters; I will give them an eternal name
which will not be cut off. 6And as for those from a strange country, who are joined to the
Lord, to give worship to him and honour to his name, to be his servants, even everyone
who keeps the Sabbath holy, and keeps his agreement with me: 7 I will make them come
to my holy mountain, and will give them joy in my house of prayer; I will take pleasure in
the burned offerings which they make on my altar: for my house will be named a house
of prayer for all peoples. 8 The Lord God, who gets together the wandering ones of Israel,
says, I will get together others in addition to those of Israel who have come back. 9All you
beasts of the field, come together for your meat, even all you beasts of the wood. 10His
watchmen are blind, they are all without knowledge; they are all dogs without tongues,
unable tomake a sound; stretched out dreaming, loving sleep. 11Yes, the dogs are for ever
looking for food; while these, the keepers of the sheep, are without wisdom: they have all
gone after their pleasure, every one looking for profit; they are all the same. 12Come, they
say, I will get wine, and we will take strong drink in full measure; and tomorrow will be
like today, full of pleasure.

57
1Theuprightmangoes tohis death, andnoonegives a thought to it; andgod-fearingmen

are taken away, and no one is troubled by it; for the upright man is taken away because of
evil-doing, and goes into peace. 2 They are at rest in their last resting-places, every one
going straight before him. 3 But come near, you sons of her who is wise in secret arts,
the seed of her who is false to her husband, and of the loose woman. 4Of whom do you
make sport? against whom is your mouth open wide and your tongue put out? are you
not uncontrolled children, a false seed, 5You who are burning with evil desire among the
oaks, under every green tree; putting children to death in the valleys, under the cracks of
the rocks? 6Among the smooth stones of the valley is your heritage; they, even they, are
your part: even to them have youmade a drink offering and ameal offering. Is it possible
for such things to be overlooked byme? 7Youhave put your bed on ahighmountain: there
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you went up to make your offering. 8And on the back of the doors and on the pillars you
have put your sign: for you have been false to me with another; you have made your bed
wide, andmade an agreement with them; you had a desire for their bed where you saw it
9And you went to Melech with oil and much perfume, and you sent your representatives
far off, andwent as low as the underworld. 10Youwere tired with your long journeys; but
you did not say, There is no hope: you got new strength, and so youwere not feeble. 11And
of whom were you in fear, so that you were false, and did not keep me in mind, or give
thought to it? Have I not been quiet, keeping myself secret, and so you were not in fear of
me? 12 I will make clear what your righteousness is like and your works; you will have no
profit in them. 13Your false godswill not keep you safe in answer to your cry; but thewind
will take them, theywill be gone like a breath: but hewho puts his hope inmewill take the
land, andwill havemy holymountain as his heritage. 14And I will say, Make it high, make
it high, get ready theway, take the stones out of thewayofmypeople. 15For this is theword
of him who is high and lifted up, whose resting-place is eternal, whose name is Holy: my
resting-place is in the high and holy place, andwith himwho is crushed and poor in spirit,
to give life to the spirit of the poor, and tomake strong the heart of the crushed. 16For Iwill
not give punishment for ever, or be angry without end: for fromme breath goes out; and I
it was whomade the souls. 17 I was quickly angrywith his evil ways, and sent punishment
onhim, veilingmy face inwrath: andhewent on, turning his heart fromme. 18 I have seen
hisways, and Iwillmake himwell: Iwill give him rest, comforting himandhis peoplewho
are sad. 19 I will give the fruit of the lips: Peace, peace, to himwho is near and to himwho
is far off, says the Lord; and Iwill make himwell. 20But the evil-doers are like the troubled
sea, forwhich there is no rest, and itswaters send up earth andwaste. 21There is no peace,
says my God, for the evil-doers.

58
1Make a loud cry, do not be quiet, let your voice be sounding like a horn, andmake clear

to my people their evil doings, and to the family of Jacob their sins. 2 Though they make
prayer tomeeveryday, and takepleasure in theknowledgeofmyways: likeanationwhich
has done righteousness, and has not given up the rules of their God, they make requests
to me for the right orders, it is their delight to come near to God. 3 They say, Why have
we kept ourselves from food, and you do not see it? why have we kept ourselves from
pleasure, and you take no note of it? If, in the days when you keep from food, you take
the chance to do your business, and get in your debts; 4 If keeping from food makes you
quickly angry, ready for fighting and giving blows with evil hands; your holy days are not
such as to make your voice come to my ears on high. 5Have I given orders for such a day
as this? a day for keeping yourselves from pleasure? is it only a question of the bent head,
of putting on haircloth, and being seated in the dust? is this what seems to you a holy day,
well-pleasing to the Lord? 6 Is not this the holy day for which I have given orders: to let
loose those who havewrongly beenmade prisoners, to undo the bands of the yoke, and to
let the crushed go free, and every yoke be broken? 7 Is it not to give your bread to those in
need, and to let the poorwhohave no resting-place come into your house? to put a robe on
the unclothed one when you see him, and not to keep your eyes shut for fear of seeing his
flesh? 8Then will light be shining on you like the morning, and your wounds will quickly
be well: and your righteousness will go before you, and the glory of the Lord will come
after you. 9 Then at the sound of your voice, the Lord will give an answer; at your cry he
will say, Here am I. If you take away fromamong you the yoke, the putting out of the finger
of shame, and the evil word; 10And if you give your bread to those in need of it, so that the
troubled onemay have his desire; then youwill have light in the dark, and your night will
be as the full light of the sun: 11And the Lord will be your guide at all times; in dry places
he will give you water in full measure, and will make strong your bones; and you will be
like a watered garden, and like an ever-flowing spring. 12And your sons will be building
again the old waste places: you will make strong the bases of old generations: and you
will be named, He who puts up the broken walls, and, He who makes ready the ways for
use. 13 If you keep the Sabbath with care, not doing your business on my holy day; and if
the Sabbath seems to you a delight, and the newmoon of the Lord a thing to be honoured;
and if you give respect to him by not doing your business, or going after your pleasure, or
saying unholy words; 14Then the Lord will be your delight; and I will put you on the high
places of the earth; and I will give you the heritage of Jacob your father: for the mouth of
the Lord has said it.
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59
1Truly, the Lord's hand has not become short, so that he is unable to give salvation; and

his ear is not shut fromhearing: 2But your sins have comebetween you and yourGod, and
by your evil doings his face has been veiled from you, so that he will give you no answer.
3 For your hands are unclean with blood, and your fingers with sin; your lips have said
false things, and your tongue gives out deceit. 4No one puts forward an upright cause, or
gives a true decision: their hope is in deceit, and their words are false; they are with child
with sin, and give birth to evil. 5They give birth to snake's eggs, andmake spider's threads:
whoever takes their eggs for foodcomes tohisdeath, and theeggwhich is crushedbecomes
a poison-snake. 6 Their twisted threads will not make clothing, and their works will give
themnothing for covering themselves: theirworks areworks of sin, andviolent acts are in
their hands. 7Their feet go quickly to evil, and they take delight in the death of the upright;
their thoughts are thoughts of sin; wasting and destruction are in their ways. 8They have
no knowledge of theway of peace, and there is no sense ofwhat is right in their behaviour:
they have made for themselves ways which are not straight; whoever goes in them has
no knowledge of peace. 9 For this cause our right is far from us, and righteousness does
not overtake us: we are looking for light, but there is only the dark; for the shining of the
sun, but our way is in the night. 10We go on our way, like blind men feeling for the wall,
even like those who have no eyes: we are running against things in daylight as if it was
evening; our place is in the dark like deadmen. 11Wemake noises of grief, like bears, and
sad sounds like doves: we are looking for our right, but it is not there; for salvation, but it
is far from us. 12 For our evil doings are increased before you, and our sins give witness
against us: for our evil doings are with us, andwe have knowledge of our sins: 13We have
gone against the Lord, and been false to him, turning away from our God, our words have
beenuncontrolled, and in ourhearts are thoughts of deceit. 14And the right is turnedback,
and righteousness is far away: for good faith is not to be seen in the public places, and
upright behaviourmay not come into the town. 15Yes, faith is gone; and hewhose heart is
turned from evil comes into the power of the cruel: and the Lord saw it, and hewas angry
that there was no one to take up their cause. 16 And he saw that there was no man, and
was surprised that there was no one to take up their cause: so his arm gave salvation, and
he made righteousness his support. 17 Yes, he put on righteousness as a breastplate, and
salvation as ahead-dress; andheput onpunishment as clothing, andwrath as a robe. 18He
will give them the right reward of their doings, wrath to his attackers, punishment to his
haters, and even on the sea-lands he will send punishment. 19So they will see the name of
the Lord from thewest, and his glory from the east: for hewill come like a rushing stream,
forced on by awind of the Lord. 20And as a saviour hewill come to Zion, turning away sin
from Jacob, says the Lord. 21And as forme, this ismy agreementwith them, says the Lord:
my spirit which is on you, andmywordswhich I have put in yourmouth, will not go away
from your mouth, or from the mouth of your seed, or from the mouth of your seed's seed,
says the Lord, from now and for ever.

60
1Up! let your face be bright, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord is shining

on you. 2For truly, the earth will be dark, and the peoples veiled in blackest night; but the
Lordwill be shining on you, and his glorywill be seen among you. 3And nationswill come
to your light, and kings to your bright dawn. 4Let your eyes be lifted up, and see: they are
all coming together to you: your sons will come from far, and your daughters taken with
loving care. 5 Then you will see, and be bright with joy, and your heart will be shaking
with increase of delight: for the produce of the sea will be turned to you, the wealth of
the nations will come to you. 6 You will be full of camel-trains, even the young camels of
Midian andEphah; all fromShebawill come,with gold and spices, givingword of the great
acts of the Lord. 7All the flocks of Kedar will come together to you, the sheep of Nebaioth
will be ready for your need; they will be pleasing offerings on my altar, and my house of
prayer will be beautiful. 8Who are these coming like a cloud, like a flight of doves to their
windows? 9 Vessels of the sea-lands are waiting for me, and the ships of Tarshish first,
so that your sons may come from far, and their silver and gold with them, to the place of
the name of the Lord your God, and to the Holy One of Israel, because he has made you
beautiful. 10 And men from strange countries will be building up your walls, and their
kings will be your servants: for in my wrath I sent punishment on you, but in my grace I
have had mercy on you. 11 Your doors will be open at all times; they will not be shut day
or night; so that men may come into you with the wealth of the nations, with their kings
at their head. 12 For the nation or kingdom which will not be your servant will come to
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destruction; such nations will be completely waste. 13 The glory of Lebanon will come to
you, the cypress, the plane, and the sherbin-tree together, tomakemyholy place beautiful;
and the resting-place of my feet will be full of glory. 14 And the sons of those who were
cruel to you will come before you with bent heads; and those who made sport of you will
go downon their faces at your feet; and youwill be named, The Townof the Lord, The Zion
of the Holy One of Israel. 15And though you were turned away from, and hated, and had
no helper, I will make you a pride for ever, a joy from generation to generation. 16And you
will take the milk of the nations, flowing from the breast of kings; and you will see that I,
the Lord, am your saviour, and he who takes up your cause, the Strong One of Jacob. 17 In
place of brass, I will give gold, and for iron silver, and for wood brass, and for stones iron:
and I will make Peace your judge, and Righteousness your overseer. 18Violent acts will no
longer be seen in your land, wasting or destruction in your limits; but your walls will be
named, Salvation, and your doors Praise. 19The sun will not be your light by day, and the
moonwill no longer be bright for you by night: but the Lordwill be to you an eternal light,
and your God your glory. 20 Your sun will never again go down, or your moon keep back
her light: for the Lordwill be your eternal light, and the days of your sorrowwill be ended.
21Your people will all be upright, the landwill be their heritage for ever; the branch ofmy
planting, the work of my hands, to be for my glory. 22 The smallest of their families will
become a thousand, and a small one a strong nation: I, the Lord, will make it come quickly
in its time.

61
1 The spirit of the Lord is on me, because I am marked out by him to give good news to

the poor; he has sent me to make the broken-hearted well, to say that the prisoners will
bemade free, and that those in chainswill see the light again; 2To give knowledge that the
yearof theLord's goodpleasurehas come, and thedayofpunishment fromourGod; to give
comfort to all who are sad; 3To give them a fair head-dress in place of dust, the oil of joy in
place of the clothing of grief, praise in place of sorrow; so that theymay be named trees of
righteousness, the planting of the Lord, and so that he may have glory. 4And they will be
building again the old broken walls, and will make new the old waste places, and will put
up again the towns which have been waste for long generations. 5Andmen from strange
countrieswill be your herdsmen, and thosewho are not Israeliteswill be your ploughmen
and vine-keepers. 6But youwill be named the priests of the Lord, the servants of our God:
you will have the wealth of the nations for your food, and you will be clothed with their
glory. 7 As they had twice as much grief, and marks of shame were their heritage, so in
their land theywill be rewarded twice over, andwill have eternal joy. 8For I, the Lord, take
pleasure in upright judging; I will not put up with the violent taking away of right; and I
will certainly give them their reward, and I will make an eternal agreement with them.
9And their seed will be noted among the nations, and their offspring among the peoples:
it will be clear to all who see them that they are the seed to which the Lord has given his
blessing. 10 I will be full of joy in the Lord,my soulwill be glad inmyGod; for he has put on
me the clothing of salvation, covering me with the robe of righteousness, as the husband
puts on a fair head-dress, and the bride makes herself beautiful with jewels. 11 For as the
earth puts out buds, and as the garden gives growth to the seedswhich are planted in it, so
the Lord will make righteousness and praise to be flowering before all the nations.

62
1Because of Zion Iwill not keepquiet, andbecause of Jerusalem Iwill takeno rest, till her

righteousness goes out like the shining of the sun, and her salvation like a burning light.
2And the nationswill see your righteousness, and all kings your glory: and youwill have a
newname, givenby themouth of the Lord. 3Andyouwill be a fair crown in thehandof the
Lord, and a king's head-dress in the hand of your God. 4 You will not now be named, She
who is given up; and your landwill no longer be named, Thewaste land: but youwill have
the name, My pleasure is in her, and your land will be named, Married: for the Lord has
pleasure in you, and your landwill bemarried. 5For as a youngman takes a virgin for his
wife, so will your maker be married to you: and as a husband has joy in his bride, so will
the Lord your God be glad over you. 6 I have put watchmen on your walls, O Jerusalem;
they will not keep quiet day or night: youwho are the Lord's recorders, take no rest, 7And
give him no rest, till he puts Jerusalem in her place to be praised in the earth. 8 The Lord
has taken an oath by his right hand, and by the arm of his strength, Truly, I will no longer
give your grain to be food for your haters; and men of strange countries will not take the
wine for which your work has been done: 9But those who have got in the grain will have
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it for their food, andwill give praise to the Lord; and those who have got in the grapes will
take the wine of them in the open places of my holy house. 10Go through, go through the
doors; make ready the way of the people; let the highway be lifted up; let the stones be
taken away; let a flag be lifted up over the peoples. 11 The Lord has sent out word to the
end of the earth, Say to the daughter of Zion, See, your saviour comes; those whom he has
made free are with him, and those to whom he has given salvation go before him. 12And
they will be named, The holy people, Those whose cause has been taken up by the Lord:
and youwill be named, Desired, A town not given up.

63
1 Who is this who comes from Edom, with blood-red robes from Bozrah? he whose

clothing is fair, stepping with pride in his great strength? I whose glory is in the right,
strong for salvation. 2Why is your clothing red, and why are your robes like those of one
who is crushing the grapes? 3 I have been crushing the grapes bymyself, and of the peoples
there was no man with me: in my wrath and in my passion, they were crushed under my
feet; and my robes are marked with their life-blood, and all my clothing is red. 4 For the
day of punishment is inmy heart, and the year for the payment of the price for my people
has come. 5 And I saw that there was no helper, and I was wondering that no one gave
them support: so my arm did the work of salvation, and mywrath was my support. 6And
inmy passion the peoples were crushed undermy feet, and broken inmywrath, and I put
down their strength to the earth. 7 I will give news of themercies of the Lord, and his great
acts, even all the things the Lord has done for us, in his great grace to the house of Israel;
even all he has done for us in his unnumbered mercies. 8 For he said, Truly they are my
people, children who will not be false: so he was their saviour out of all their trouble. 9 It
was no sent one or angel, but he himself who was their saviour: in his love and in his pity
he took up their cause, and he took them in his arms, caring for themall through the years.
10But theywent against him, causing grief tohis holy spirit: sohewas turnedagainst them,
and made war on them. 11Then the early days came to their minds, the days of Moses his
servant: and they said,Where ishewhomade thekeeperofhisflock comeup fromthe sea?
where is hewho put his holy spirit among them, 12Hewhomade the arm of his glory go at
the right hand ofMoses, bywhom thewaterswere parted before them, tomake himself an
eternal name; 13Hewhomade them go through the deep waters, like a horse in the waste
land? 14Like the cattle which go down into the valley, they went without falling, the spirit
of the Lord guiding them: so youwent before your people, to make yourself a great name.
15Let your eyes be looking down fromheaven, fromyour holy and beautiful house: where
is your deep feeling, theworking of your power? do not keep back themoving of your pity
and yourmercies: 16For you are our father, though Abrahamhas no knowledge of us, and
Israel gives no thought to us: you, O Lord, are our father; from the earliest days you have
taken up our cause. 17 O Lord, why do you send us wandering from your ways, making
our hearts hard, so that we have no fear of you? Come back, because of your servants, the
tribes of your heritage. 18Whyhave evilmen gone over your holy place, so that it has been
crushed under the feet of our haters? 19We have become as those who were never ruled
by you, on whom your namewas not named.

64
1 O let the heavens be broken open and come down, so that the mountains may be

shaking before you, 2 As when fire puts the brushwood in flames, or as when water is
boiling from the heat of the fire: to make your name feared by your haters, so that the
nations may be shaking before you; 3While you do acts of power for which we are not
looking, andwhichhavenot come to the ears ofmen in thepast. 4The earhasnot hadnews
of, or the eye seen, ... any God but you, working for the manwho is waiting for him. 5Will
you not havemercy on himwho takes pleasure in doing righteousness, even on thosewho
keep in mind your ways? Truly you were angry, and we went on doing evil, and sinning
against you in the past. 6For we have all become like an unclean person, and all our good
acts are like a dirty robe: and we have all become old like a dead leaf, and our sins, like
the wind, take us away. 7And there is no one who makes prayer to your name, or who is
moved to keep true to you: for your face is veiled from us, and you have given us into the
power of our sins. 8But now, O Lord, you are our father; we are the earth, and you are our
maker; andwe are all the work of your hand. 9Be not very angry, O Lord, and do not keep
our sins in mind for ever: give ear to our prayer, for we are all your people. 10 Your holy
townshave becomeawaste, Zionhas becomeawaste, Jerusalem is amass of brokenwalls.
11Our holy and beautiful house, where our fathers gave praise to you, is burnedwith fire;
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and all the things of our desire have come to destruction. 12 In view of all this, will you still
do nothing, O Lord? will you keep quiet, and go on increasing our punishment?

65
1 I have been ready to give an answer to those who did not make prayer to me; I have

been offering myself to those who were not searching for me; I said, Here am I, here am
I, to a nation which gave no respect to my name. 2All day my hands have been stretched
out to an uncontrolled people, who go in an evil way, after the purposes of their hearts; 3A
peoplewhomakemeangry everyday,makingofferings in gardens, andburningperfumes
on bricks. 4 Who are seated in the resting-places of the dead, and by night are in the
secret places; who take pig's flesh for food, and have the liquid of disgusting things in their
vessels. 5Whosay, Keepaway, donot comenearme, for fear that Imakeyouholy: these are
a smoke in my nose, a fire burning all day. 6 See, it is recorded before me, says the Lord: I
will not keepbackmyhand, till I have sent punishment, 7For their sins and the sins of their
fathers, who were burning perfumes on themountains, and saying evil things against me
on the hills: so I will take themeasure of their sins, andwill send the punishment for them
into their breast. 8This is the word of the Lord: As the newwine is seen in the grapes, and
they say, Do not send destruction on it, for a blessing is in it: so will I do for my servants,
in order that I may not put an end to them all. 9And I will take a seed out of Jacob, and out
of Judah one who will have my mountains for a heritage: and the people I have taken to
be mine will have it for themselves, and my servants will have their resting-place there.
10And Sharonwill be a grass-land for the flocks, and the valley of Achor a resting-place for
the herds: formy peoplewhose hearts have been turned back tome. 11But as for youwho
have given up the Lord, who have no care formy holymountain, who get ready a table for
Chance, and make offerings of mixed wine to Fate; 12Your fate will be the sword, and you
will all go down to death: because whenmy voice came to you, you made no answer; you
did not give ear to my word; but you did what was evil in my eyes, desiring what was not
pleasing to me. 13 For this cause says the Lord God, My servants will have food, but you
will be in need of food: my servants will have drink, but you will be dry: my servants will
have joy, but youwill be shamed: 14My servants will make songs in the joy of their hearts,
but you will be crying for sorrow, andmaking sounds of grief from a broken spirit. 15And
your name will become a curse to my people, and the Lord God will put you to death, and
give his servants another name: 16So that hewho is requesting a blessingwill make use of
the name of the true God, and hewho takes an oathwill do so by the true God; because the
past troubles are gone out ofmind, and because they are covered frommy eyes. 17For see,
I am making a new heaven and a new earth: and the past things will be gone completely
out of mind. 18 But men will be glad and have joy for ever in what I am making; for I am
making Jerusalem a delight, and her people a joy. 19And Iwill be glad over Jerusalem, and
have joy in my people: and the voice of weeping will no longer be sounding in her, or the
voice of grief. 20No longer will there be there a child whose days are cut short, or an old
man whose days have not come to their full measure: for the young man at his death will
be a hundred years old, and hewhose life is shorter than a hundred yearswill seemas one
cursed. 21And they will be building houses and living in them; planting vine-gardens and
getting the fruit of them. 22Theywill no longer bebuilding for theuse of others, or planting
for others to have the fruit: for the days ofmy peoplewill be like the days of a tree, andmy
loved ones will have joy in full measure in the work of their hands. 23Their work will not
be fornothing, and theywill not givebirth to children for destruction; for they are a seed to
whom the Lord has given his blessing, and their offspringwill bewith them. 24And before
they make their request I will give an answer, and while they are still making prayer to
me, I will give ear. 25The wolf and the lamb will take their food together, and the lion will
make a meal of grass like the ox: but dust will be the snake's food. There will be no cause
of pain or destruction in all my holy mountain, says the Lord.

66
1TheLord says, Heaven is the seat ofmypower, andearth is the resting-place formy feet:

what sort of housewill youmake forme, andwhat placewill bemy resting-place? 2For all
these thingsmyhand hasmade, and they aremine, says the Lord; but to thisman onlywill
I give attention, to him who is poor and broken in spirit, fearing my word. 3He who puts
an ox to death puts aman to death; hewhomakes an offering of a lambputs a dog to death;
he whomakes ameal offering makes an offering of pig's blood; he whomakes an offering
of perfumes for a sign gives worship to an image: as they have gone after their desires,
and their soul takes pleasure in their disgusting things; 4So Iwill go after trouble for them,
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and will send on them what they are fearing: because no one made answer to my voice,
or gave ear to my word; but they did what was evil in my eyes, going after that in which
I took no pleasure. 5 Give ear to the word of the Lord, you who are in fear at his word:
your countrymen, hating you, and driving you out because of my name, have said, Let the
Lord's glory be made clear, so that we may see your joy; but they will be put to shame.
6 There is a noise of war from the town, a sound from the Temple, the voice of the Lord
giving punishment to his haters. 7Before her pains came, she gave birth; before her pains,
she gave birth to a man-child. 8When has such a story come to men's ears? who has seen
such things? will a land come to birth in one day? will a nation be given birth in aminute?
Forwhen Zion's pains came on her, she gave birth to her children straight away. 9Will I by
whomthebirthwas started, notmake it complete? says theLord. Will Iwhomakechildren
come to birth, let them be kept back? says your God. 10Have joy with Jerusalem, and be
glad with her, all you her lovers: take part in her joy, all you who are sorrowing for her:
11So that youmay take of the comfort flowing from her breasts, and be delighted with the
full measure of her glory. 12 For the Lord says, See, I will make her peace like a river, and
the glory of the nations like an overflowing stream, and she will take her children in her
arms, gently caring for them on her knees. 13 As to one who is comforted by his mother,
so will I give you comfort: and you will be comforted in Jerusalem. 14And you will see it
and your heart will be glad, and your bones will get new strength, like young grass: and
the hand of the Lordwill be seen atwork for his servants, and hiswrath against his haters.
15For theLord is comingwithfire, andhiswar-carriageswill be like the storm-wind; to give
punishment in the heat of his wrath, and his passion is like flames of fire. 16 For with fire
and swordwill the Lord come, judging all the earth, and his swordwill be on all flesh: and
great numbers will be put to death by him. 17As for those who keep themselves separate,
andmake themselves clean in the gardens, going after one in themiddle, taking pig's flesh
for food, and other disgusting things, such as the mouse: their works and their thoughts
will come to an end together, says the Lord. 18And I am coming to get together all nations
and tongues: and theywill come andwill seemy glory. 19And Iwill put a sign among them,
and I will send those who are still living to the nations, to Tarshish, Put, and Lud, Meshech
and Rosh, Tubal and Javan, to the sea-lands far away, who have not had word of me, or
seen my glory; and they will give the knowledge of my glory to the nations. 20 And they
will take your countrymen out of all the nations for an offering to the Lord, on horses, and
in carriages, and in carts, and on asses, and on camels, to my holy mountain Jerusalem,
says the Lord, as the children of Israel take their offering in a clean vessel into the house
of the Lord. 21And some of themwill I take for priests and Levites, says the Lord. 22For as
the new heaven and the new earth which I will make will be for ever before me, says the
Lord, so will your seed and your name be for ever. 23And it will be, that from new moon
to newmoon, and from Sabbath to Sabbath, all flesh will come to give worship beforeme,
says the Lord. 24And theywill go out to see the dead bodies of themenwho have done evil
againstme: for theirwormwill ever be living, and their firewill never be put out, and they
will be a thing of fear to all flesh.



Jeremiah 1:1 514 Jeremiah 2:15

The Book of
Jeremiah

1 The words of Jeremiah, the son of Hilkiah, of the priests who were in Anathoth in the
land of Benjamin: 2 To whom the word of the Lord came in the days of Josiah, the son of
Amon, king of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his rule. 3And it came again in the days of
Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah, king of Judah, up to the eleventh year of Zedekiah, the son of
Josiah, king of Judah; till Jerusalemwas taken away in the fifth month. 4Now the word of
the Lord came to me, saying, 5 Before you were formed in the body of your mother I had
knowledge of you, and before your birth I made you holy; I have given you the work of
being a prophet to the nations. 6 Then said I, O Lord God! see, I have no power of words,
for I am a child. 7 But the Lord said to me, Do not say, I am a child: for wherever I send
you, you are to go, and whatever I give you orders to say, you are to say. 8Have no fear
because of them: for I am with you, to keep you safe, says the Lord. 9 Then the Lord put
out his hand, touching my mouth; and the Lord said to me, See, I have put my words
in your mouth: 10 See, this day I have put you over the nations and over the kingdoms,
for uprooting and smashing down, for destruction and overturning, for building up and
planting. 11 Again the word of the Lord came to me, saying, Jeremiah, what do you see?
And I said, I see a branch of an almond-tree. 12 Then the Lord said to me, You have seen
well: for I keep watch over my word to give effect to it. 13And the word of the Lord came
tome a second time, saying, What do you see? And I said, I see a boiling pot, and its face is
from the north. 14 Then the Lord said to me, Out of the north evil will come, bursting out
on all the people of the land. 15 For see, I will send for all the families of the kingdoms of
the north, says the Lord; and theywill come, everyone placing his high seat at theway into
Jerusalem, and against its walls on every side, and against all the towns of Judah. 16And
I will give my decision against them on account of all their evil-doing; because they have
given me up, burning perfumes to other gods and worshipping the works of their hands.
17 So make yourself ready, and go and say to them everything I give you orders to say: do
not be overcome by fear of them, or Iwill send fear on you before them. 18For see, this day
have I made you a walled town, and an iron pillar, and walls of brass, against all the land,
against the kings of Judah, against its captains, against its priests, and against the people
of the land. 19 They will be fighting against you, but they will not overcome you: for I am
with you, says the Lord, to give you salvation.

2
1And theword of the Lord came tome, saying, 2Go and say in the ears of Jerusalem, The

Lord says, I still keep thememory of your kind heart when youwere young, and your love
when you becamemy bride; how youwent after me in the waste of sand, in an unplanted
land. 3 Israel was holy to the Lord, the first-fruits of his increase: all who made attacks on
himwere judged as wrongdoers, evil came on them, says the Lord. 4Give ear to the words
of the Lord, O sons of Jacob and all the families of Israel: 5These are thewords of the Lord:
What evil have your fathers seen in me that they have gone far from me, and, walking
after what is false, have become false? 6And they never said, Where is the Lord, who took
us up out of the land of Egypt; who was our guide through the waste of sand, through an
unplanted land full of deep holes, through a dry land of deep shade, which no one went
through and where no man was living? 7 And I took you into a fertile land, where you
were living on its fruit and its wealth; but when you came in, you made my land unclean,
andmademy heritage a disgusting thing. 8The priests did not say,Where is the Lord? and
those whowere expert in the law had no knowledge of me: and the rulers did evil against
me, and the prophets became prophets of the Baal, going after things without value. 9For
this reason, I will again put forwardmy cause against you, says the Lord, even against you
and against your children's children. 10For go over to the sea-lands of Kittim and see; send
to Kedar and give deep thought to it; and see if there has ever been such a thing. 11Has any
nation ever made a change in their gods, though they are no gods? but my people have
given up their glory in exchange for what is of no profit. 12 Be full of wonder, O heavens,
at this; be overcome with fear, be completely waste, says the Lord. 13 For my people have
done two evils; they have given up me, the fountain of living waters, and have made for
themselves water-holes, cut out from the rock, broken water-holes, of no use for storing
water. 14 Is Israel a servant? has he been a house-servant from birth? why has he been
made waste? 15The young lions have made an outcry against him with a loud voice: they
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have made his land waste; his towns are burned up, with no one living in them. 16 Even
the children of Noph and Tahpanhes have put shame on you. 17Has not this come on you
becauseyouhavegivenup theLordyourGod,whowasyour guideby theway? 18Andnow,
what have you to do on the way to Egypt, to get your drink from the waters of the Nile? or
what have you to do on the way to Assyria, to get your drink from the waters of the River?
19 The evil you yourselves have done will be your punishment, your errors will be your
judge: be certain then, and see that it is an evil and a bitter thing to give up the Lord your
God, and no longer to be moved by fear of me, says the Lord, the Lord of armies. 20 For in
the past, your yoke was broken by your hands and your cords parted; and you said, I will
not beyour servant; for oneveryhighhill andunder everybranching tree, yourbehaviour
was like that of a loosewoman 21Butwhenyouwere planted byme, youwere anoble vine,
in every way a true seed: how then have you been changed into the branching plant of a
strange vine? 22 For even if you are washed with soda and take much soap, still your evil-
doing ismarkedbeforeme, says the LordGod. 23Howare you able to say, I amnot unclean,
I have not gone after the Baals? see your way in the valley, be clear about what you have
done: you are a quick-footed camel twisting her way in and out; 24An untrained ass, used
to the waste land, breathing up the wind in her desire; at her time, who is able to send her
away? all thosewho are looking for herwill have no need tomake themselves tired; in her
month they will get her. 25Do not let your foot be without shoes, or your throat dry from
need of water: but you said, There is no hope: no, for I have been a lover of strange gods,
andafter themIwill go. 26As the thief is shamedwhenhe is taken, so is Israel shamed; they,
their kings and their rulers, their priests and their prophets; 27Who say to a tree, You are
my father; and to a stone, You have givenme life: for their backs have been turned to me,
not their faces: but in the time of their trouble they will say, Up! and be our saviour. 28But
where are the gods you have made for yourselves? let them come, if they are able to give
you salvation in the time of your trouble: for the number of your gods is as the number
of your towns, O Judah. 29Whywill you put forward your cause against me? You have all
done evil against me, says the Lord. 30 I gave your children blows to no purpose; they got
no good from training: your swordhas been the destruction of your prophets, like a death-
giving lion. 31O generation, see the word of the Lord. Have I been a waste land to Israel?
or a land of dark night? why domy people say, We have got loose, we will not come to you
again? 32 Is it possible for a virgin to put out of her memory her ornaments, or a bride her
robes? but my people have put me out of their memories for unnumbered days. 33With
what care are your ways ordered when you are looking for love! so ... your ways. 34And
in the skirts of your robe may be seen the life-blood of those who have done no wrong: ...
35And still you said, I have done no wrong; truly, his wrath is turned away fromme. See, I
will take up the cause against you, because you say, I have done no wrong. 36Why do you
go about somuch for the purpose of changing yourway? youwill be shamedon account of
Egypt, as you were shamed on account of Assyria. 37Truly, you will go out from him with
yourhandsonyourhead: for theLordhas givenup those inwhomyouhaveput your faith,
and they will be of no help to you.

3
1 They say, If a man puts away his wife and she goes from him and becomes another

man's,will he goback toheragain? will not that landhavebeenmadeunclean? but though
you have been acting like a loosewomanwith a number of lovers, will you now comeback
to me? says the Lord. 2Let your eyes be lifted up to the open hilltops, and see; where have
you not been taken by your lovers? You have been seatedwaiting for them by thewayside
like an Arabian in the waste land; you have made the land unclean with your loose ways
and your evil-doing. 3 So the showers have been kept back, and there has been no spring
rain; still your brow is the brow of a loose woman, you will not let yourself be shamed.
4Will younot, from this time,make your prayer tome, crying,My father, you are the friend
of my early years? 5Will he be angry for ever? will he keep his wrath to the end? These
things you have said, and have done evil and have had yourway. 6And the Lord said tome
in the days of Josiah the king, Have you seenwhat Israel, turning away fromme, has done?
She has gone up on every high mountain and under every branching tree, acting like a
loose woman there. 7And I said, After she has done all these things she will come back to
me; but she did not. And her false sister Judah saw it. 8And though she saw that, because
Israel, turning away from me, had been untrue to me, I had put her away and given her
a statement in writing ending the relation between us, still Judah, her false sister, had no
fear, but went and did the same. 9So that through all her loose behaviour the land became
unclean, and shewas untrue, giving herself to stones and trees. 10But for all this, her false
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sister Judah has not come back to me with all her heart, but with deceit, says the Lord.
11And the Lord said tome, Israel in her turning away is seen to bemore upright than false
Judah. 12Go, andgiveout thesewords to thenorth, andsay, Comeback,O Israel, thoughyou
have been turned away fromme, says the Lord; my face will not be against you in wrath:
for I am full of mercy, says the Lord, I will not be angry for ever. 13Only be conscious of
your sin, the evil you have done against the Lord your God; you have gone with strange
men under every branching tree, giving no attention to my voice, says the Lord. 14 Come
back, O childrenwho are turned away, says the Lord; for I am a husband to you, and I will
take you, one from a town and two from a family, and will make you come to Zion; 15And
I will give you keepers, pleasing to my heart, who will give you your food with knowledge
and wisdom. 16And it will come about, when your numbers are increased in the land, in
those days, says theLord, that theywill no longer say, The ark of the agreement of theLord:
it will not come into their minds, they will not have any memory of it, or be conscious of
the loss of it, and it will not be made again. 17 At that time Jerusalem will be named the
seat of the Lord's kingdom; and all the nations will come together to it, to the name of the
Lord, to Jerusalem: and no longer will their steps be guided by the purposes of their evil
hearts. 18 In those days the family of Judah will go with the family of Israel, and they will
come together out of the land of the north into the landwhich I gave for a heritage to your
fathers. 19But I said, How am I to put you among the children, and give you a desired land,
a heritage of glory among the armies of the nations? and I said, You are to say to me, My
father; and not be turned away fromme. 20Truly, as awife is false to her husband, so have
you been false tome, O Israel, says the Lord. 21Avoice is sounding on the openhilltops, the
weeping and the prayers of the children of Israel; because their way is twisted, they have
not kept the Lord their God in mind. 22 Come back, you children who have been turned
away, and I will take away your desire for wandering. See, we have come to you, for you
are the Lord our God. 23 Truly, the hills, and the noise of an army on the mountains, are
a false hope: truly, in the Lord our God is the salvation of Israel. 24But the Baal has taken
all the work of our fathers from our earliest days; their flocks and their herds, their sons
and their daughters. 25Let us be stretchedon the earth in our downfall, covering ourselves
with our shame: for we have been sinners against the Lord our God, we and our fathers,
fromour earliest years even till this day: andwehavenot given ear to the voice of the Lord
our God.

4
1 If youwill come back, O Israel, says the Lord, youwill come back tome: and if youwill

put away your disgusting ways, you will not be sent away from before me. 2And you will
take your oath, By the living Lord, in good faith and wisdom and righteousness; and the
nationswillmakeuseofyouasablessing, and inyouwill they takeapride. 3For this iswhat
the Lord says to themen of Judah and to Jerusalem: Get your unworked land ploughed up,
do not put in your seeds among thorns. 4 Undergo a circumcision of the heart, you men
of Judah and people of Jerusalem: or my wrath may come out like fire, burning so that no
one is able to put it out, because of the evil of your doings. 5 Say openly in Judah, give it
out in Jerusalem, and say, Let the horn be sounded in the land: crying out in a loud voice,
Come together, and let us go into the walled towns. 6 Put up a flag for a sign to Zion: go in
flight so that you may be safe, waiting no longer: for I will send evil from the north, and
a great destruction. 7A lion has gone up from his secret place in the woods, and one who
makes waste the nations is on his way; he has gone out from his place, to make your land
unpeopled, so that your towns will be made waste, with no man living in them. 8 For this
put on haircloth, with weeping and loud crying: for the burning wrath of the Lord is not
turned back from us. 9And it will come about in that day, says the Lord, that the heart of
the king will be dead in him, and the hearts of the rulers; and the priests will be overcome
with fear, and theprophetswithwonder. 10Then said I, Ah, LordGod! yourwordswerenot
true when you said to this people and to Jerusalem, You will have peace; when the sword
has come even to the soul. 11 At that time it will be said to this people and to Jerusalem,
A burning wind from the open hilltops in the waste land is blowing on the daughter of
my people, not for separating or cleaning the grain; 12A full wind will come for me: and
now I will give my decision against them. 13 See, he will come up like the clouds, and his
war-carriages like the storm-wind: his horses are quicker than eagles. Sorrow is ours, for
destruction has come on us. 14O Jerusalem, make your heart clean from evil, so that you
may have salvation. How long are evil purposes to have a resting-place in you? 15 For a
voice is sounding from Dan, giving out evil from the hills of Ephraim: 16Make this come
to theminds of the nations, make a statement openly against Jerusalem, that attackers are
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coming from a far country and their voices will be loud against the towns of Judah. 17Like
keepers of a field they are against her on every side; because she has been fighting against
me, says the Lord. 18 Your ways and your doings have made these things come on you;
this is your sin; truly it is bitter, going deep into your heart. 19 My soul, my soul! I am
pained to my inmost heart; my heart is troubled in me; I am not able to be quiet, because
the sound of the horn, the note of war, has come tomy ears. 20News is given of destruction
on destruction; all the land is made waste: suddenly my tents, straight away my curtains,
are made waste. 21How long will I go on seeing the flag and hearing the sound of the war-
horn? 22 For my people are foolish, they have no knowledge of me; they are evil-minded
children, without sense, all of them: they are wise in evil-doing, but have no knowledge
of doing good. 23 Looking at the earth, I saw that it was waste and without form; and to
the heavens, that they had no light. 24Looking at the mountains, I saw them shaking, and
all the hills were moved about. 25Looking, I saw that there was no man, and all the birds
of heaven had gone in flight. 26 Looking, I saw that the fertile field was a waste, and all
its towns were broken down before the Lord and before his burning wrath. 27 For this is
what the Lordhas said: All the landwill becomeawaste; Iwillmake destruction complete.
28The earthwill beweeping for this, and the heavens on highwill be black: because I have
said it, and I will not go back from it; it is my purpose, and it will not be changed. 29All the
land is in flight because of the noise of the horsemen and the bowmen; they have taken
cover in the woodland and up on the rocks: every town has been given up, not a man is
living in them. 30And you, when you are made waste, what will you do? Though you are
clothed in red, though you make yourself beautiful with ornaments of gold, though you
make your eyes wide with paint, it is for nothing that you make yourself fair; your lovers
have nomore desire for you, they have designs on your life. 31Avoice has come tomy ears
like the voice of a woman in birth-pains, the pain of one giving birth to her first child, the
voice of the daughter of Zion, fighting for breath, stretching out her hands, saying, Now
sorrow is mine! for my strength is gone fromme before the takers of life.

5
1Goquickly through the streets of Jerusalem, and seenow, andget knowledge, andmake

a search in her wide places if there is a man, if there is one in her who is upright, who
keeps faith; and she will have my forgiveness. 2And though they say, By the living Lord;
truly their oaths are false. 3O Lord, do not your eyes see good faith? you have given them
punishment, but they were not troubled; you have sent destruction on them, but they did
not take your teaching to heart: they havemade their faces harder than a rock; theywould
not come back. 4 Then I said, But these are the poor: they are foolish, for they have no
knowledge of theway of the Lord or of the behaviour desired by their God. 5 I will go to the
greatmen and have talkwith them; for they have knowledge of theway of the Lord and of
thebehaviourdesiredby theirGod. But as for these, their onepurpose is abrokenyokeand
burst bands. 6And so a lion from thewoodswill put them to death, awolf of thewaste land
will make them waste, a leopard will keep watch on their towns, and everyone who goes
out from them will be food for the beasts; because of the great number of their sins and
the increase of their wrongdoing. 7How is it possible for you to have my forgiveness for
this? your children have given me up, taking their oaths by those who are no gods: when
I had given them food in full measure, theywere false to their wives, taking their pleasure
in the houses of loose women. 8They were full of desire, like horses after a meal of grain:
everyone went after his neighbour's wife. 9Am I not to give punishment for these things?
says the Lord: will not my soul take payment from such a nation as this? 10Go up against
her vines and make waste; let the destruction be complete: take away her branches, for
they are not the Lord's. 11For the people of Israel and the people of Judah have been very
false to me, says the Lord. 12 They would have nothing to do with the Lord, saying, He
will do nothing, and no evil will come to us; we will not see the sword or be short of food:
13 And the prophets will become wind, and the word is not in them; so it will be done to
them. 14For this reason the Lord, the God of armies, has said: Because you have said this,
I will makemywords in yourmouth a fire, and this people wood, and they will be burned
up by it. 15 See, I will send you a nation from far away, O people of Israel, says the Lord;
a strong nation and an old nation, a nation whose language is strange to you, so that you
may not get the sense of their words. 16 Their arrows give certain death, they are all men
of war. 17 They will take all the produce of your fields, which would have been food for
your sons and your daughters: they will take your flocks and your herds: they will take
all your vines and your fig-trees: and with the sword they will make waste your walled
towns in which you put your faith. 18 But even in those days, says the Lord, I will not let
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your destruction be complete. 19And it will come about, when you say, Why has the Lord
our God done all these things to us? that you will say to them, As you gave me up, making
yourselves servants to strange gods in your land, so will you be servants to strange men
in a land which is not yours. 20 Say this openly in Jacob and give it out in Judah, saying,
21Give ear now to this, O foolish peoplewithout sense; who have eyes but see nothing, and
ears without the power of hearing: 22Have you no fear of me? says the Lord; will you not
be shaking with fear beforeme, who have put the sand as a limit for the sea, by an eternal
order, so that it may not go past it? and though it is ever in motion, it is not able to have its
way; though the sound of its waves is loud, they are not able to go past it. 23But the heart
of this people is uncontrolled and turned away fromme; they are broken loose and gone.
24And they do not say in their hearts, Now let us give worship to our God, who gives the
rain, the winter and the spring rain, at the right time; who keeps for us the ordered weeks
of the grain-cutting. 25 Through your evil-doing these things have been turned away, and
your sins have kept back good from you. 26 For there are sinners among my people: they
keep watch, like men watching for birds; they put a net and take men in it. 27As the fowl-
house is full of birds, so are their houses full of deceit: for this reason they have become
great andhavegotwealth. 28Theyhavebecome fat andstrong: theyhavegone far inworks
of evil: they give no support to the cause of the child without a father, so that they may do
well; they do not see that the poor man gets his rights. 29Am I not to give punishment for
these things? says the Lord: will notmy soul take payment from such a nation as this? 30A
thing of wonder and fear has come about in the land; 31The prophets give false words and
the priests give decisions by their direction; andmypeople are glad to have it so: andwhat
will you do in the end?

6
1Go in flight out of Jerusalem, so that you may be safe, you children of Benjamin, and

let the horn be sounded in Tekoa, and the flag be lifted up on Beth-haccherem: for evil
is looking out from the north, and a great destruction. 2 The fair and delicate one, the
daughter of Zion, will be cut off bymy hand. 3Keepers of sheepwith their flockswill come
to her; they will put up their tents round her; everyone will get food in his place. 4Make
war ready against her; up! let us go up when the sun is high. Sorrow is ours! for the day
is turned and the shades of evening are stretched out. 5Up! let us go up by night, and send
destruction on her great houses. 6For this is what the Lord of armies has said: Let trees be
cut down and an earthwork be placed against Jerusalem: sorrow on the false town! inside
her there is nothing but cruel ways. 7As the spring keeps its waters cold, so she keeps her
evil in her: the sound of cruel and violent behaviour is in her; before me at all times are
diseaseandwounds. 8Undergo teaching,O Jerusalem, ormysoulwill be turnedaway from
you, and I will make you awaste, an unpeopled land. 9This is what the Lord of armies has
said: Everything will be taken from the rest of Israel as the last grapes are taken from the
vine; let your handbe turned to the small branches, like one pulling off grapes. 10Towhom
am I to give word, witnessing so that they may take note? see, their ears are stopped, and
they are not able to give attention: see, the word of the Lord has been a cause of shame
to them, they have no delight in it. 11 For this reason I am full of the wrath of the Lord, I
am tired of keeping it in: may it be let loose on the children in the street, and on the band
of the young men together: for even the husband with his wife will be taken, the old man
with himwho is full of days. 12And their houses will be handed over to others, their fields
and their wives together: for my handwill be stretched out against the people of the land,
says the Lord. 13 For from the least of them even to the greatest, everyone is given up to
getting money; from the prophet even to the priest, everyone is working deceit. 14 And
they have made little of the wounds of my people, saying, Peace, peace; when there is no
peace. 15 Let them be put to shame because they have done disgusting things. They had
no shame, they were not able to become red with shame: so they will come down with
those who are falling: when my punishment comes on them, they will be made low, says
the Lord. 16This is what the Lord has said: Take your place looking out on the ways; make
search for the old roads, saying, Where is the good way? and go in it that you may have
rest for your souls. But they said, We will not go in it. 17 And I put watchmen over you,
saying, Give attention to the sound of the horn; but they said, We will not give attention.
18 So then, give ear, you nations, and ... 19Give ear, O earth: see, I will make evil come on
this people, even the fruit of their thoughts, because they have not given attention to my
words, and they would have nothing to do with my law. 20 To what purpose does sweet
perfume come to me from Sheba, and spices from a far country? your burned offerings
give me no pleasure, your offerings of beasts are not pleasing to me. 21For this reason the
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Lord has said, See, I will put stones in the way of this people: and the fathers and the sons
together will go falling over them; the neighbour and his friend will come to destruction.
22The Lord has said, See, a people is coming from the north country, a great nation will be
put in motion from the inmost parts of the earth. 23 Bows and spears are in their hands;
they are cruel and have nomercy; their voice is like the thunder of the sea, and they go on
horses; everyone in his place like men going to the fight, against you, O daughter of Zion.
24 The news of it has come to our ears; our hands have become feeble: trouble has come
on us and pain, like the pain of a woman in childbirth. 25 Go not out into the field or by
the way; for there is the sword of the attacker, and fear on every side. 26O daughter of my
people, put on haircloth, rolling yourself in the dust: give yourself to sorrow, as for an only
son, with most bitter cries of grief; for he who makes waste will come on us suddenly. 27 I
have made you a tester among my people, so that you may have knowledge of their way
and put it to the test. 28All of themare turned away, going aboutwith false stories; they are
brass and iron: they are all workers of deceit. 29The blower is blowing strongly, the lead is
burned away in the fire: they go on heating themetal to no purpose, for the evil-doers are
not taken away. 30They will be namedwaste silver, because the Lord has given them up.

7
1 The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, 2 Take your place in the

doorway of the Lord's house, and give out this word there, and say, Give ear to theword of
the Lord, all you of Judah who come inside these doors to give worship to the Lord. 3 The
Lord of armies, the God of Israel, says, Let your ways and your doings be changed for the
better and I will let you go on living in this place. 4 Put no faith in false words, saying,
The Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord, are these. 5 For if
yourwaysandyourdoings are truly changed for thebetter; if you truly give right decisions
between amanandhis neighbour; 6 If you are not cruel to theman froma strange country,
and to the child without a father, and to the widow, and do not put the upright to death in
this place, or go after other gods, causing damage to yourselves: 7Then I will let you go on
living in this place, in the land which I gave to your fathers in the past and for ever. 8 See,
you put your faith in falsewordswhich are of no profit. 9Will you take the goods of others,
put men to death, and be untrue to your wives, and take false oaths, and have perfumes
burned to the Baal, and go after other godswhich are strange to you; 10And come and take
your place before me in this house, which is named by my name, and say, We have been
madesafe; so that youmaydoall thesedisgusting things? 11Has thishouse,which isnamed
by my name, become a hole of thieves to you? Truly I, even I, have seen it, says the Lord.
12But go now tomy place which was in Shiloh, where I put my name at first, and see what
I did to it because of the evil-doing ofmy people Israel. 13And now, because you have done
all theseworks, says the Lord, and I sentmyword to you, getting up early and sending, but
you did not give ear; andmy voice came to you, but you gave no answer: 14For this reason
I will do to the house which is named by my name, and in which you have put your faith,
and to the place which I gave to you and to your fathers, as I have done to Shiloh. 15And I
will send you away frombeforemy face, as I have sent away all your brothers, even all the
seed of Ephraim. 16And as for you (Jeremiah), make no prayers for this people, send up no
cry or prayer for them, make no request for them to me: for I will not give ear. 17Do you
not see what they are doing in the towns of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem? 18 The
children go for wood, the fathers get the fire burning, the women are working the paste
to make cakes for the queen of heaven, and drink offerings are drained out to other gods,
moving me to wrath. 19Are they moving me to wrath? says the Lord; are they not moving
themselves to their shame? 20So this is what the Lord God has said: See, mywrath andmy
passionwill be let looseon this place, onmanandbeast, andon the trees of thefield, andon
the produce of the earth; it will be burning and will not be put out. 21These are the words
of the Lord of armies, the God of Israel: Put your burned offerings with your offerings of
beasts, and take flesh for your food. 22For I said nothing to your fathers, and gave themno
orders, on the day when I took them out of Egypt, about burned offerings or offerings of
beasts: 23But thiswas the order I gave them, saying, Give ear tomyvoice, and Iwill be your
God, and youwill bemy people: go in all theway ordered byme, so that allmay bewell for
you. 24But they took no note and did not give ear, but were guided by the thoughts and the
pride of their evil hearts, going back and not forward. 25From the day when your fathers
came out of Egypt till this day, I have sentmy servants the prophets to you, getting up early
every day and sending them: 26But still they took no note andwould not give ear, but they
made their necks stiff, doingworse than their fathers. 27And you are to say all thesewords
to them, but theywill not give ear to you: youwill sendout your voice to them, but theywill
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give no answer. 28And you are to say to them, This is the nationwhich has not given ear to
the voice of their God, or taken his teaching to heart: good faith is dead and is cut off from
their mouths. 29 Let your hair be cut off, O Jerusalem, and let it go, and let a song of grief
go up on the open hilltops; for the Lord is turned away from the generation of his wrath
and has given themup. 30For the children of Judah have donewhat is evil inmy eyes, says
the Lord: they have put their disgusting images in the house which is named bymy name,
making it unclean. 31And theyhaveputup thehighplaceofTopheth in thevalleyof the son
of Hinnom, burning their sons and their daughters there in the fire; a thingwhichwas not
ordered by me and never came into mymind. 32 For this cause, the days are coming, says
the Lord, when it will no longer be named Topheth, or, The valley of the son of Hinnom,
but, The valley of Death: for theywill put the dead into the earth in Topheth till there is no
more room. 33And the bodies of this people will be food for the birds of heaven and for
the beasts of the earth; and there will be no one to send them away. 34And in the towns
of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem, I will put an end to the laughing voices, the voice
of joy and the voice of the newly-marriedman and the voice of the bride: for the landwill
become a waste.

8
1At that time, says the Lord, theywill take the bones of the kings of Judah, and the bones

of his rulers, and the bones of the priests, and the bones of the prophets, and the bones of
the people of Jerusalem out of their resting-places: 2And theywill put them out before the
sun and the moon and all the stars of heaven, whose lovers and servants they have been,
after whom they have gone, to whom they have made prayers, and to whom they have
given worship: they will not be put together or placed in the earth; they will be waste on
the face of the earth. 3Anddeathwill bedesiredmore than life by the rest of this evil family
who are still living in all the places where I have sent them away, says the Lord of armies.
4Further, you are to say to them, This is what the Lord has said: Will those who are falling
not be lifted up again? will hewhohas gone awaynot comeback? 5Whydo these people of
Jerusalem go back, for ever turning away? they will not give up their deceit, they will not
come back. 6 I took note and gave ear, but no one said what is right: noman had regret for
his evil-doing, saying,What have I done? everyone goes off onhisway like a horse rushing
to thefight. 7Truly, the stork in theheavens is consciousofherfixed times; thedoveand the
swallowand the cranekeep to the times of their coming; butmypeoplehavenoknowledge
of the law of the Lord. 8How is it that you say, We are wise and the law of the Lord is with
us? But see, the false pen of the scribes hasmade it false. 9Thewisemen are shamed, they
are overcomewith fear and taken: see, they have given up theword of the Lord; andwhat
use is their wisdom to them? 10So I will give their wives to others, and their fields to those
whowill take them for themselves: for everyone, from the least to the greatest, is given up
to getting money; from the priest even to the prophet, everyone is false. 11And they have
made little of the wounds of the daughter of Zion, saying, Peace, peace; when there is no
peace. 12Let them be put to shame because they have done disgusting things. They had no
shame, they were not able to become red with shame: so they will come down with those
who are falling: in the time of their punishment they will be made low, says the Lord. 13 I
will put an end to them completely, says the Lord: there are no grapes on the vine and no
figs on the fig-tree, and the leaf is dry. 14Why arewe seated doing nothing? come together,
and let us go to the walled towns, and let destruction overtake us there, for the Lord our
God has sent destruction on us, and given us bitter water for our drink, because we have
done evil against the Lord. 15Wewere looking for peace, but no good came; and for a time
of well-being, but there is only a great fear. 16 The loud breathing of the horses comes to
our ears fromDan: at the sound of the outcry of hiswar-horses, all the land is shakingwith
fear; for they have come, and havemade ameal of the land and everything in it; the town
and the people living in it. 17See, I will send snakes and poison-snakes among you, against
which thewonder-worker has no power; and theywill give youwoundswhichmay not be
madewell, says the Lord. 18Sorrowhas come onme! my heart inme is feeble. 19The voice
of the cry of thedaughter ofmypeople comes froma far land: Is theLordnot in Zion? is not
her King in her? Why have they made me angry with their images and their strange gods
which are no gods? 20The grain-cutting is past, the summer is ended, and no salvation has
come to us. 21For the destruction of the daughter of my people I am broken: I am dressed
in the clothing of grief; fear has takenme in its grip. 22 Is there no life-giving oil in Gilead?
is there no expert in medical arts? why then havemy people not beenmade well?
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9
1 If only my head was a stream of waters and my eyes fountains of weeping, so that I

might go on weeping day and night for the dead of the daughter of my people! 2 If only I
had in thewaste land anight's resting-place for travellers, so that Imight go away, far from
mypeople! for they are all untrue, a band of falsemen. 3Their tongues are bent like a bow
to sendout falsewords: theyhavebecomestrong in the land, butnot for good faith: they go
on from evil to evil, and they have no knowledge ofme, says the Lord. 4Let everyone keep
watch onhis neighbour, andput no faith in anybrother: for every brotherwill certainly be
tricking his brother, and every neighbour will go about saying evil. 5Everyone will make
sport of his neighbourwithdeceit, not sayingwhat is true: their tongues havebeen trained
to say falsewords; they are twisted, hating to comeback. 6There iswrong onwrong, deceit
on deceit; they have given up the knowledge of me, says the Lord. 7 So the Lord of armies
has said, See, Iwillmake them soft in the fire and put them to the test; this Iwill do because
of their evil-doing. 8 His tongue is an arrow causing death; the words of his mouth are
deceit: he says words of peace to his neighbour, but in his heart he is waiting secretly for
him. 9Am I not to send punishment for these things? says the Lord: will not my soul take
payment from such a nation as this? 10Give yourselves to weeping, crying out in sorrow
for the mountains; and for the fields of the waste land send up a song of grief, because
they are burned up, so that no one goes through; there is no sound of cattle; the bird of the
heavens and the beast are in flight and are gone. 11And I will make Jerusalem a mass of
broken stones, the living-place of jackals; and I will make the towns of Judah awaste, with
noman living there. 12Who is thewisemanable to see this? who is he towhom thewordof
the Lord has come, so that he maymake it clear? why is the land given to destruction and
burned up like a waste place, so that no one goes through? 13And the Lord said, Because
they have given up my law which I put before them, giving no attention to my voice and
not being guided by it; 14 But they have been walking in the pride of their hearts, going
after the Baals, as their fathers gave them teaching. 15 So the Lord of armies, the God of
Israel, has said, I will give them, even this people, bitter plants for food and bitter water
for drink. 16 And I will send them wandering among the nations, among people strange
to them and to their fathers: and I will send the sword after them till I have put an end to
them. 17This is what the Lord of armies has said: Take thought and send for the weeping
women, so that theymaycome; and send for thewisewomen, so that theymaycome: 18Let
them quickly make cries of sorrow for us, so that drops may be flowing from our eyes till
they are streaming with water. 19 For a sound of weeping goes up from Zion, a cry, How
has destruction come on us? we are overcome with shame because we have gone away
from our land; he has sent us out from our house. 20 But even now, give ear to the word
of the Lord, O you women; let your ears be open to the word of his mouth, training your
daughters to give cries of sorrow, everyone teaching her neighbour a song of grief. 21 For
death has come up into our windows, forcing its way into our great houses; cutting off the
children in the streets and the youngmen in the wide places. 22The bodies of men will be
falling likewaste on the open fields, and like grain dropped by the grain-cutter, and no one
will take them up. 23 This is the word of the Lord: Let not the wise man take pride in his
wisdom, or the strongman in his strength, or theman ofwealth in his wealth: 24But if any
man has pride, let it be in this, that he has the wisdom to have knowledge of me, that I am
the Lord, working mercy, giving true decisions, and doing righteousness in the earth: for
in these things I have delight, says the Lord. 25 See, the day is coming, says the Lord, when
I will send punishment on all those who have circumcision in the flesh; 26On Egypt and
on Judah and on Edom and on the children of Ammon and on Moab and on all who have
the ends of their hair cut, who are living in thewaste land: for all these nations and all the
people of Israel are without circumcision in their hearts.

10
1Give ear to the word which the Lord says to you, O people of Israel: 2 This is what the

Lord has said: Do not go in the way of the nations; have no fear of the signs of heaven, for
the nations go in fear of them. 3 For that which is feared by the people is foolish: it is the
work of the hands of the workman; for a tree is cut down by him out of the woods with
his axe. 4 They make it beautiful with silver and gold; they make it strong with nails and
hammers, so that it may not be moved. 5 It is like a pillar in a garden of plants, and has no
voice: it has to be lifted, for it has no power of walking. Have no fear of it; for it has no
power of doing evil and it is not able to do any good. 6 There is no one like you, O Lord;
you are great and your name is great in power. 7Who would not have fear of you, O King
of the nations? for it is your right: for among all the wise men of the nations, and in all
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their kingdoms, there is no one like you. 8But they are together like beasts and foolish: the
teaching of false gods is wood. 9 Silver hammered into plates is sent from Tarshish, and
gold from Uphaz, the work of the expert workman and of the hands of the gold-worker;
blue and purple is their clothing, all the work of expert men. 10 But the Lord is the true
God; he is the living God and an eternal king: when he is angry, the earth is shaking with
fear, and the nations give way before his wrath. 11This is what you are to say to them: The
godswho have notmade the heavens and the earthwill be cut off from the earth and from
under the heavens. 12Hehasmade the earth byhis power, he hasmade theworld strong in
its place by his wisdom, and by his wise design the heavens have been stretched out. 13At
the soundofhisvoice there is amassingofwaters in theheavens, andhemakes themists go
up from the ends of the earth; hemakes the thunder-flames for the rain, and sends out the
wind from his store-houses. 14 Then every man becomes like a beast without knowledge;
every gold-worker is put to shame by the image he hasmade: for hismetal image is deceit,
and there is no breath in them. 15 They are nothing, a work of error: in the time of their
punishment, destruction will overtake them. 16The heritage of Jacob is not like these; for
the maker of all things is his heritage: the Lord of armies is his name. 17Get your goods
together and go out of the land, O you who are shut up in the walled town. 18For the Lord
has said, I will send the people in flight like a stone from the land at this time, troubling
them so that they will be conscious of it. 19 Sorrow is mine for I am wounded! my wound
may not be made well; and I said, Cruel is my disease, I may not be free from it. 20My tent
is pulled down and all my cords are broken: my children have gone fromme, and they are
not: no longer is there anyone to give help in stretching out my tent and hanging up my
curtains. 21 For the keepers of the sheep have become like beasts, not looking to the Lord
for directions: so they have not done wisely and all their flocks have been put to flight.
22News is going about, see, it is coming, a great shaking is coming from the north country,
so that the towns of Judahmay bemadewaste and become the living-place of jackals. 23O
Lord, I am conscious that a man's way is not in himself: man has no power of guiding his
steps. 24O Lord, put me right, but with wise purpose; not in your wrath, or you will make
me small. 25 Let your wrath be let loose on the nations which have no knowledge of you,
andon the familieswhogivenoworship to yourname: for theyhavemadeameal of Jacob,
truly they havemade ameal of him and put an end to him andmade his fields a waste.

11
1Thewordwhich came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, 2Give ear to thewords of this

agreement, and say to the men of Judah and to the people of Jerusalem, 3 The Lord, the
God of Israel, has said, Let that man be cursed who does not give ear to the words of this
agreement, 4To the orderwhich I gave your fathers on the daywhen I took themout of the
land of Egypt, out of the oven of iron, saying, Give ear to my voice, and do all the orders
I have given you: so you will be my people, and I will be your God: 5 So that I may give
effect to the oath which I made to your fathers, to give them a land flowing with milk and
honey as at this day. And I said in answer, So be it, O Lord. 6And the Lord said to me, Give
out these words in the towns of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem, saying, Give ear to
the words of this agreement and do them. 7 For I gave certain witness to your fathers on
the daywhen I took them up out of the land of Egypt, and even to this day, getting up early
and witnessing and saying, Give ear to my voice. 8But they gave no attention and did not
give ear, but they went on, every man in the pride of his evil heart: so I sent on them all
the curses in this agreement, which I gave them orders to keep, but they did not. 9And the
Lord said tome, There is an evil design at work among themen of Judah and the people of
Jerusalem. 10 They are turned back to the sins of their fathers, who would not give ear to
mywords; they have gone after other gods and become their servants: the people of Israel
and the people of Judahhavenot kept the agreementwhich Imadewith their fathers. 11So
the Lord has said, I will send evil on them, which they will not be able to get away from;
and theywill send up a cry for help tome, but I will not give ear to them. 12Then the towns
of Judah and the people of Jerusalemwill go crying for help to the gods towhom they have
been burning perfumes: but they will give them no salvation in the time of their trouble.
13For thenumberofyourgods is as thenumberofyour towns,O Judah; and forevery street
in Jerusalem you have put up altars to the Baal for burning perfumes to the Baal. 14And as
for you, make no prayers for this people, send up no cry or prayer for them: for I will not
give ear to their cry in the time of their trouble. 15About Judah. What have you to do in
myhouse? is it your thought that oaths and holy fleshwill get you out of your trouble? will
youmake yourself safe in thisway? 16Youhadbeennamedby the Lord, A branching olive-
tree, fair with beautiful fruit: with the noise of a great rushing he has put it on fire and its
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branches are broken. 17For the Lord of armies, by whom you were planted, has given his
decision for evil against you, becauseof theevilwhich thepeopleof Israel and thepeopleof
Judah have done, Inmovingme towrath by offering perfumes to the Baal. 18And the Lord
gave me knowledge of it and I saw it: then youmade clear to me their doings. 19But I was
like a gentle lamb taken to be put to death; I had no thought that they were designing evil
against me, saying, Come and let us make trouble his food, cutting him off from the land
of the living, so that there may be no more memory of his name. 20But, O Lord of armies,
judging in righteousness, testing the thoughts and the heart, let me see your punishment
come on them: for I have putmy cause before you. 21So this iswhat the Lord of armies has
said about the men of Anathoth who have made designs against your life, saying, You are
not to be a prophet in the name of the Lord, or death will overtake you by our hands: 22So
the Lord of armies has said, See, I will send punishment on them: the young men will be
put to the sword; their sons and their daughters will come to death through need of food:
23Not one of themwill keep his life, for I will send evil on themen of Anathoth in the year
of their punishment.

12
1 You are in the right, O Lord, when I put my cause before you: still let me take up with

you the question of your decisions: why does the evil-doer do well? why are the workers
of deceit living in comfort? 2They have been planted by you, they have taken root; they go
on and give fruit: you are near in their mouths but far from their thoughts. 3 But you, O
Lord, have knowledge of me; you seeme, searching and testing howmy heart is with you:
let them be pulled out like sheep to be put to death, make them ready for the day of death.
4How longwill the landhave grief, and theplants of all the landbedry? because of the sins
of the people living in it, destruction has overtaken the beasts and the birds; because they
said, God does not see our ways. 5 If running with the fighting-men has made you tired,
howwill you be able to keep upwith horses? and if in a land of peace you go in flight, what
will become of you in the thick growth of Jordan? 6 For even your brothers, your father's
family, even they have been untrue to you, crying loudly after you: have no faith in them,
though they say fair words to you. 7 I have given upmy house, I have let my heritage go; I
have given the loved one ofmy soul into the hands of her haters. 8Myheritage has become
like a lion in the woodland to me; her voice has been loud against me; so I have hate for
her. 9My heritage is like a brightly coloured bird to me; the cruel birds are attacking her
on every side: go, get together all the beasts of the field, make them come for destruction.
10Thekeepers of sheephavebeen thedestructionofmyvine-garden, crushingmyheritage
under their feet; they havemademy fair heritage an unplanted waste; 11They havemade
it waste; it is weeping to me, being wasted; all the land is made waste, because no man
takes it to heart. 12Those whomake waste have come on all the open hilltops in the waste
land; for the sword of the Lord sends destruction fromone end of the land to the other end
of the land: no flesh has peace. 13Though good grainwas planted, they have got in thorns:
they have given themselves pain without profit: they will be shamed on account of their
produce, because of theburningwrathof theLord. 14This iswhat theLordhas said against
all my evil neighbours, who put their hands on the heritagewhich I gavemy people Israel:
See, I will have themuprooted from their land, uprooting the people of Judah from among
them. 15And it will come about that, after they have been uprooted, I will again have pity
on them; and I will take them back, every man to his heritage and every man to his land.
16And it will be that, if they give their minds to learning the ways of my people, using my
name in their oaths, By the living Lord; as they have been teachingmypeople to take oaths
by the Baal; then their place will be made certain amongmy people. 17But if they will not
give ear, then I will have that nation uprooted, and given to destruction, says the Lord.

13
1This is what the Lord said tome: Go and get yourself a linen band and put it round you

and do not put it in water. 2 So, as the Lord said, I got a band for a price and put it round
my body. 3 And the word of the Lord came to me a second time, saying, 4 Take the band
which you got for a price, which is round your body, and go to Parah and put it in a secret
place there in a hole of the rock. 5 So I went and put it in a secret place by Parah, as the
Lord had said to me. 6Then after a long time, the Lord said to me, Up! go to Parah and get
the band which I gave you orders to put there. 7 So I went to Parah and, uncovering the
hole, took the band from the place where I had put it away: and the band was damaged
and of no use for anything. 8Then theword of the Lord came tome, saying, 9The Lord has
said, In this way I will do damage to the pride of Judah and to the great pride of Jerusalem.
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10These evil people who say they will not give ear to my words, who go on in the pride of
their hearts and have become servants and worshippers of other gods, will become like
this bandwhich is of no use for anything. 11For as a band goes tightly round aman's body,
so I made all the people of Israel and all the people of Judah tightly united to me; so that
they might be a people for me and a name and a praise and a glory: but they would not
give ear. 12 So you are to say this word to them: This is the word of the Lord, the God of
Israel: Every skin bottle will be full of wine; and they will say to you, Is it not quite clear
to us that every skin bottle will be full of wine? 13 Then you are to say to them, The Lord
has said, I will make all the people of this land, even the kings seated on David's seat, and
the priests and the prophets and all the people of Jerusalem, overcome with strong drink.
14 I will have them smashed against one another, fathers and sons together, says the Lord:
I will have no pity ormercy, I will have no feeling for them to keepme from giving them to
destruction. 15Give ear and let your ears be open; be not lifted up: for these are the words
of the Lord. 16Give glory to the Lord your God, before he makes it dark, and before your
feet are slipping on the darkmountains, and, while you are looking for a light, hemakes it
into deep dark, into black night. 17But if you do not give ear to it, my soul will be weeping
in secret for your pride;my eyewill beweeping bitterly, streamingwithwater, because the
Lord's flock has been taken away as prisoners. 18 Say to the king and to the queen-mother,
Make yourselves low, be seated on the earth: for the crown of your glory has come down
from your heads. 19The towns of the south are shut up, and there is no one to make them
open: Judah is taken away as prisoners; all Judah is taken away as prisoners. 20 Let your
eyes be lifted up (O Jerusalem), and see those who are coming from the north. Where is
the flock which was given to you, your beautiful flock? 21What will you say when he puts
over you those whom you yourself have made your friends? will not pains take you like
a woman in childbirth? 22 And if you say in your heart, Why have these things come on
me? because of the number of your sins, your skirts have been uncovered and violent
punishment overtakes you. 23 Is it possible for the skin of the Ethiopian to be changed, or
themarkings on the leopard? Then it might be possible for you to do good, who have been
trained to do evil. 24 So I will send them in all directions, as dry grass is taken away by the
wind of the waste land. 25 This is your fate, the part measured out to you by me, says the
Lord, becauseyouhaveputmeout of yourmemoryandput your faith inwhat is false. 26So
I will have your skirts uncovered before your face, in order that your shamemay be seen.
27 I have seen your disgusting acts, even your false behaviour and your cries of desire and
your looseways on the hills in the field. Unhappy are you, O Jerusalem, you have no desire
to bemade clean; how long will you be in turning back to me?

14
1 The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah when there was no water. 2 Judah is weeping

and its doors are dark with sorrow, and people are seated on the earth clothed in black;
and the cry of Jerusalemhas gone up. 3Their greatmenhave sent their servants forwater:
they come to the holes and there is no water to be seen; they come back with nothing in
their vessels; they are overcome with shame and fear, covering their heads. 4 Those who
dowork on the land are in fear, for there has been no rain on the land, and the farmers are
shamed, covering their heads. 5And the roe, giving birth in the field, lets her young one be
uncared for, because there is no grass. 6And the asses of the field on the open hilltops are
opening theirmouths wide like jackals to get air; their eyes are hollow because there is no
grass. 7 Though our sins give witness against us, do something, O Lord, for the honour of
your name: for again and again we have been turned away from you, we have done evil
against you. 8O you hope of Israel, its saviour in time of trouble, why are you like onewho
is strange in the land, and like a traveller putting up his tent for a night? 9Why are you like
a man surprised, like a man of war who is not able to give help? but you, O Lord, are with
us, and we are named by your name; do not go away from us. 10This is what the Lord has
said about this people: Even so they have been glad to go from the rightway; they have not
kept their feet fromwandering, so theLordhasnopleasure in them; nowhewill keep their
wrongdoing inmind and send punishment for their sins. 11And the Lord said tome,Make
no prayer for this people for their good. 12When they go without food, I will not give ear
to their cry; when they give burned offerings and meal offerings, I will not take pleasure
in them: but I will put an end to them by the sword and by need of food and by disease.
13 Then I said, Ah, Lord God! see, the prophets say to them, You will not see the sword or
be short of food; but I will give you certain peace in this place. 14Then the Lord said tome,
The prophets say falsewords inmy name, and I gave themno orders, and I said nothing to
them: what they say to you is a false vision andwonder-workingwordswithout substance,
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the deceit of their hearts. 15So this is what the Lord has said about the prophets whomake
use ofmy name, though I sent themnot, and say, The sword and need of foodwill not be in
this land: the sword and need of food will put an end to those prophets. 16And the people
to whom they are prophets will be pushed out dead into the streets of Jerusalem, because
there is no food, and because of the sword; and they will have no one to put their bodies
into the earth, them or their wives or their sons or their daughters: for I will let loose their
evil-doing on them. 17 And you are to say this word to them, Let my eyes be streaming
with water night and day, and let it not be stopped; for the virgin daughter of my people is
wounded with a great wound, with a very bitter blow. 18 If I go out into the open country,
there are those put to death by the sword! and if I go into the town, there are thosewho are
diseased from need of food! for the prophet and the priest go about in the land and have
no knowledge. 19Have you completely given up Judah? is your soul turned in disgust from
Zion? why have you given us blows fromwhich there is no one to make us well? we were
looking for peace, but no good came; and for a time of well-being, but there was only a
great fear. 20Weare conscious, O Lord, of our sin and of thewrongdoing of our fathers: we
have done evil against you. 21Do not be turned from us in disgust, because of your name;
do not put shame on the seat of your glory: keep us in mind, let not your agreement with
us be broken. 22Are any of the false gods of the nations able to make rain come? are the
heavens able to give showers? are you not he, O Lord our God? so we will go on waiting
for you, for you have done all these things.

15
1Then the Lord said to me, Even if Moses and Samuel came before me, I would have no

desire for this people: send them away from before me, and let them go. 2And it will be,
when they say to you,Where are we to go? then you are to say to them, The Lord has said,
Such as are for death, to death; and such as are for the sword, to the sword; and such as
are to be in need of food, to need of food; and such as are to be taken away prisoners, to
be taken away. 3And I will put over them four divisions, says the Lord: the sword causing
death, dogs pulling the dead bodies about, and the birds of heaven, and the beasts of the
earth to take their bodies for food and put an end to them. 4And I will make them a cause
of fear to all the kingdoms of the earth, because of Manasseh, the son of Hezekiah, king of
Judah, and what he did in Jerusalem. 5 For who will have pity on you, O Jerusalem? and
whowill have sorrow for you? orwhowill go out of hisway to see howyou are? 6Youhave
given me up, says the Lord, you have gone back: so my hand is stretched out against you
for your destruction; I am tired of changingmy purpose. 7And I have sent a cleaningwind
on them in the public places of the land; I have taken their children from them; I have
given my people to destruction; they have not been turned from their ways. 8 I have let
their widows be increased in number more than the sand of the seas: I have sent against
them, against themother and the youngmen, onewhomakes waste in the heat of the day,
causing pain and fears to comeonher suddenly. 9Themother of seven iswithout strength;
her spirit is gone fromher, her sunhas gonedownwhile it is still day: shehas been shamed
and overcome: and the rest of them Iwill give up to the sword before their haters, says the
Lord. 10Sorrow ismine,mymother, because youhave givenbirth tome, a cause of fighting
and argument in all the earth! I have not made men my creditors and I am not in debt to
any, but every one of them is cursing me. 11 ... 12 Is it possible for iron to be broken; even
iron from the north, and brass? 13 Iwill give yourwealth and your stores to your attackers,
without a price, because of all your sins, even in every part of your land. 14 They will go
away with your haters into a land which is strange to you: for my wrath is on fire with a
flamewhichwill be burning on you. 15OLord, you have knowledge: keepme inmind and
come to my help, and give their right reward to those who are attacking me; take me not
away, for you are slow to be angry: see how I have undergone shame because of you from
all those who make little of your word; 16 But to me your word is a joy, making my heart
glad; for I am named by your name, O Lord God of armies. 17 I did not takemy seat among
the band of thosewho are glad, and I had no joy; I kept bymyself because of your hand; for
you havemademe full ofwrath. 18Why ismy pain unending andmywoundwithout hope
of beingmade well? Sorrow is mine, for you are to me as a stream offering false hope and
as waters which are not certain. 19For this cause the Lord has said, If you will come back,
then I will again let you take your place beforeme; and if you give out what is of value and
not that which has no value, you will be as my mouth: let them come back to you, but do
not go back to them. 20And I will make you a strong wall of brass to this people; they will
be fighting against you, but theywill not overcome you: for I amwith you to keep you safe,
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says the Lord. 21 I will keep you safe from the hands of the evil-doers, and I will give you
salvation from the hands of the cruel ones.

16
1 Then again the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 You are not to take a wife for

yourself or have sons or daughters in this place. 3For this is what the Lord has said about
the sons and daughterswho come to birth in this place, and about theirmotherswho have
given them birth, and about their fathers who have given life to them in this land: 4Death
from evil diseases will overtake them; there will be no weeping for them and their bodies
will not be put to rest; they will be like waste on the face of the earth: the sword and need
of foodwill put an end to them; their dead bodies will bemeat for the birds of heaven and
for the beasts of the earth. 5For this is what the Lord has said: Do not go into the house of
sorrow, do not go to make weeping or songs of grief for them: for I have taken away my
peace from this people, says the Lord, even mercy and pity. 6Death will overtake great as
well as small in the land: their bodies will not be put in a resting-place, and no one will be
weeping for them orwounding themselves or cutting off their hair for them: 7No onewill
make a feast for them in sorrow, to give them comfort for the dead, or put to their lips the
cup of comfort on account of their father or their mother. 8And you are not to go into the
house of feasting, or be seatedwith them to take food or drink. 9For the Lord of armies, the
God of Israel, has said, See, before your eyes and in your days Iwill put an end in this place
to the laughing voices and the voice of joy; to the voice of the newly-married man and the
voice of the bride. 10And it will be, that when you say all these words to the people, then
theywill say to you,Whyhas theLorddone all this evil against us? what is ourwrongdoing
and what is our sin which we have done against the Lord our God? 11Then you will say to
them, Because your fathers have given me up, says the Lord, and have gone after other
gods and become their servants and their worshippers, and have given me up and have
not kept my law; 12And you have done worse evil than your fathers; for see, every one of
you is guided by the pride of his evil heart, so as not to give ear to me: 13 For this reason I
will send you away out of this land into a land which is strange to you, to you and to your
fathers; there you will be the servants of other gods day and night, and you will have no
mercy fromme. 14 For this cause, see, the days are coming, says the Lord, when it will no
longerbe said, By the livingLord,who took the childrenof Israelupoutof the landofEgypt.
15 But, By the living Lord, who took the children of Israel up out of the land of the north,
and fromall the countrieswhere hehad sent them: and Iwill take themback again to their
land which I gave to their fathers. 16 See, I will send for great numbers of fishermen, says
the Lord, and theywill take them likefish in anet; and after that, Iwill send for numbers of
bowmen, and they will go after them, driving them from every mountain and from every
hill, and out of the holes of the rocks. 17 For my eyes are on all their ways: there is no
cover for them frommy face, and their evil-doing is not kept secret frommy eyes. 18And
I will give them the reward of their evil-doing and their sin twice over; because they have
made my land unclean, and have made my heritage full of the bodies of their unholy and
disgusting things. 19O Lord, my strength and my strong tower, my safe place in the day of
trouble, the nations will come to you from the ends of the earth, and say, The heritage of
our fathers is nothing but deceit, even false things inwhich there is no profit. 20Will aman
make for himself gods which are no gods? 21 For this reason, truly, I will make them see,
this once I will give them knowledge of my hand and my power; and they will be certain
that my name is the Lord.

17
1The sin of Judah is recorded with a pen of iron, and with the sharp point of a jewel it is

cut on their hearts of stone, and on thehorns of their altars for a sign to them: 2Their altars
and their wood pillars under every branching tree, on the high hills and themountains in
the field. 3 I will give your wealth and all your stores to be taken away in war without a
price, because of your sins in every part of your land. 4 And your hand will have to let
go your heritage which I gave you; and I will make you a servant to your haters in a land
which is strange to you: for you have put my wrath on fire with a flame which will go on
burning for ever. 5 This is what the Lord has said: Cursed is the man who puts his faith
in man, and makes flesh his arm, and whose heart is turned away from the Lord. 6 For
he will be like the brushwood in the upland, and will not see when good comes; but his
living-place will be in the dry places in the waste land, in a salt and unpeopled land. 7A
blessing is on themanwho puts his faith in the Lord, and whose hope the Lord is. 8For he
will be like a tree planted by the waters, pushing out its roots by the stream; he will have
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no fear when the heat comes, but his leaf will be green; in a dry year he will have no care,
and will go on giving fruit. 9 The heart is a twisted thing, not to be searched out by man:
who is able to have knowledge of it? 10 I the Lord am the searcher of the heart, the tester
of the thoughts, so that I may give to every man the reward of his ways, in keeping with
the fruit of his doings. 11Like the partridge, getting eggs together but not producing young,
is a man who gets wealth but not by right; before half his days are ended, it will go from
him, and at his end hewill be foolish. 12A seat of glory, placed on high from the first, is our
holy place. 13O Lord, the hope of Israel, all who give you up will be put to shame; those
who go away from youwill be cut off from the earth, because they have given up the Lord,
the fountain of living waters. 14Make me well, O Lord, and I will be well; be my saviour,
and I will be safe: for you are my hope. 15 See, they say to me, Where is the word of the
Lord? let it come now. 16As for me, I have not said; Let the day of trouble come to them
quickly; and I have not been hoping for the death-giving day; you have knowledge ofwhat
came frommy lips; it was open before you. 17Be not a cause of fear tome: you aremy safe
place in the day of evil. 18 Let them be put to shame who are attacking me, but let me not
be shamed; let them be overcomewith fear, but let me not be overcome: send on them the
day of evil, and put them to destruction twice over. 19This is what the Lord has said tome:
Go and take your place in the doorway of Benjamin, where the kings of Judah come in and
bywhich they go out, and in all the doorways of Jerusalem; 20And say to them, Give ear to
the word of the Lord, you kings of Judah, and all the people of Jerusalem who come in by
these doors: 21This iswhat the Lord has said: See to yourselves, that you take upnoweight
on the Sabbath day, or take it in through the doors of Jerusalem; 22And take no weight out
of your houses on the Sabbath day, or do anywork, but keep the Sabbath dayholy, as I gave
orders to your fathers; 23But they gave no attention andwould not give ear, but theymade
their necks stiff so that they might not give ear and might not get teaching. 24And it will
be, that if with all care you give ear to me, says the Lord, and take no weight through the
doorwaysof this townon theSabbathday, but keep theSabbathdayholy anddonowork in
it; 25Then through the doors of this town there will come kings and princes, seated on the
seat of David, going in carriages and on horseback, they and their princes, and the men
of Judah and the people of Jerusalem: and this town will keep its place for ever. 26 And
they will come from the towns of Judah, and from the places round about Jerusalem, and
from the land of Benjamin, and from the lowlands, and from themountains, and from the
South, with burned offerings and offerings of beasts andmeal offerings and perfume and
offerings of praise, to the house of the Lord. 27But if you do not give ear to me, to keep the
Sabbath day holy, and to let no weight be lifted and taken through the doors of Jerusalem
on the Sabbath day: then I will put a fire in its doorways, burning up the great houses of
Jerusalem, and it will never be put out.

18
1The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, 2Up! go down to the potter's

house, and there I will let my words come to your ears. 3Then I went down to the potter's
house, and he was doing his work on the stones. 4 And when the vessel, which he was
forming out of earth, got damaged in the hand of the potter, he made it again into another
vessel, as it seemed good to the potter to make it. 5Then the word of the Lord came to me,
saying, 6O Israel, am I not able to do with you as this potter does? says the Lord. See, like
earth in the potter's hand are you in my hands, O Israel. 7Whenever I say anything about
uprooting anation or a kingdom, and smashing it and sending destruction on it; 8 If, in that
very minute, that nation of which I was talking is turned away from its evil, my purpose
of doing evil to them will be changed. 9 And whenever I say anything about building up
a nation or a kingdom, and planting it; 10 If, in that very minute, it does evil in my eyes,
going against my orders, then my good purpose, which I said I would do for them, will
be changed. 11Now, then, say to the men of Judah and to the people of Jerusalem, This is
what the Lord has said: See, I am forming an evil thing against you, and designing a design
against you: let every man come back now from his evil way, and let your ways and your
doings be changed for the better. 12But theywill say, There is no hope: wewill go on in our
designs, and every one of us will do what he is moved by the pride of his evil heart to do.
13 So this is what the Lord has said: Make search among the nations and see who has had
word of such things; the virgin of Israel has done a very shocking thing. 14Will the white
snow go away from the top of Sirion? will the cold waters flowing from the mountains
become dry? 15Formy people have putme out of their memory, burning perfumes to that
which is nothing; and because of this, I will put a cause of falling in their ways, even in
the old roads, and will make them go on side-roads, in a way not lifted up; 16Making their
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land a thing of wonder, causing sounds of surprise for ever; everyone who goes by will
be overcome with wonder, shaking his head. 17 I will send them in flight, as from an east
wind, before the attacker; I will let them see my back and not my face on the day of their
downfall. 18Then they said, Come, let usmake a design against Jeremiah; for teachingwill
never be cut off from the priest, or wisdom from the wise, or the word from the prophet.
Come, let usmake use of hiswords for an attack on him, and let us give attentionwith care
to what he says. 19Give thought to me, O Lord, and give ear to the voice of those who put
forward a cause against me. 20 Is evil to be the reward of good? for they havemade a deep
hole formy soul. Keep inmindhow I tookmyplace before you, to say a goodword for them
so that yourwrathmight be turned away from them. 21For this cause, let their children be
without food, and give themover to the power of the sword; and let theirwives bewithout
children and become widows; let their men be overtaken by death, and their young men
be put to the sword in the fight. 22 Let a cry for help go up from their houses, when you
send an armed band on them suddenly: for they have made a hole in which to take me,
and have put nets for my feet secretly. 23But you, Lord, have knowledge of all the designs
which they have made against my life; let not their evil-doing be covered or their sin be
washed away from before your eyes: but let it be a cause of falling before you: so do to
them in the time of your wrath.

19
1 This is what the Lord has said: Go and get for money a potter's bottle made of earth,

and take with you some of the responsible men of the people and of the priests; 2And go
out to the valley of the son of Hinnom, by the way into the door of broken pots, and there
say in a loud voice the words which I will give you; 3 Say, Give ear to the word of the Lord,
O kings of Judah and people of Jerusalem; the Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has said,
See, I will send evil on this place which will be bitter to the ears of anyone hearing of it.
4Because they have given me up, and made this place a strange place, burning perfumes
in it toothergods, ofwhomtheyand their fathersand thekingsof Judahhadnoknowledge;
and they have made this place full of the blood of those who have done no wrong; 5And
they have put up the high places of the Baal, burning their sons in the fire; a thing which
was not ordered byme, and itwas never inmymind: 6For this cause, see, a time is coming,
says the Lord, when this placewill no longer be namedTopheth, or, The valley of the son of
Hinnom, but, ThevalleyofDeath. 7 Iwillmake thepurposeof Judahand Jerusalemcome to
nothing in this place; I will have themput to the sword by their haters, and by the hands of
thosewhohavedesignson their life; and theirdeadbodies Iwill give tobe food for thebirds
of heaven and the beasts of the earth. 8And I will make this town a thing of wonder and a
cause of surprise; everyone who goes by will be overcomewith wonder andmake sounds
of surprise, because of all its troubles. 9 I will make them take the flesh of their sons and
the flesh of their daughters for food, they will be making a meal of one another, because
of their bitter need and the cruel grip of their haters and those who have made designs
against their life. 10 Then let the potter's bottle be broken before the eyes of the men who
have gone with you, 11And say to them, This is what the Lord of armies has said: Even so
will this people and this town be broken by me, as a potter's bottle is broken and may not
be put together again: and the bodies of the dead will be put in the earth in Topheth, till
there is nomore room. 12This iswhat Iwill do to this place, says the Lord, and to its people,
making this town like Topheth: 13And the houses of Jerusalem, and the houses of the kings
of Judah, which they have made unclean, will be like the place of Topheth, even all the
houses on whose roofs perfumes have been burned to all the army of heaven, and drink
offerings drained out to other gods. 14Then Jeremiah came from Topheth, where the Lord
had sent him to give the prophet's word; and he took his place in the open square of the
Lord's house, and said to all the people, 15 The Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has said:
See, I will send on this town and on all her towns all the evil which I have said; because
theymade their necks stiff, so that theymight not give ear to mywords.

20
1 Now it came to the ears of Pashhur, the son of Immer the priest, who was chief in

authority in the house of the Lord, that Jeremiah was saying these things; 2And Pashhur
gave blows to Jeremiah and had his feet chained in a framework of wood in the higher
doorway of Benjamin,whichwas in the house of the Lord. 3Then on the day after, Pashhur
let Jeremiah loose. Then Jeremiah said to him, The Lord has given you the name ofMagor-
missabib (Cause-of-fear-on-every-side), not Pashhur. 4 For the Lord has said, See, I will
make you a cause of fear to yourself and to all your friends: they will come to their death
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by the sword of their haters, and your eyes will see it: and I will give all Judah into the
hands of the king of Babylon, and he will take them away prisoners into Babylon and put
them to the sword. 5And more than this, I will give all the wealth of this town and all its
profits and all its things of value, even all the stores of the kings of Judahwill I give into the
hands of their haters, whowill put violent hands on them and take them away to Babylon.
6And you, Pashhur, and all who are in your house, will go away prisoners: you will come
to Babylon, and there your body will be put to rest, you and all your friends, to whom you
said false words. 7O Lord, you have been false to me, and I was tricked; you are stronger
than I, andhave overcomeme: I have becomea thing to be laughed at all the day, everyone
makes sport of me. 8 For every word I say is a cry for help; I say with a loud voice, Violent
behaviour and wasting: because the word of the Lord is made a shame to me and a cause
of laughing all the day. 9 And if I say, I will not keep him in mind, I will not say another
word in his name; then it is in my heart like a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I am
tired of keeping myself in, I am not able to do it. 10 For numbers of them say evil secretly
inmy hearing (there is fear on every side): they say, Come, let us givewitness against him;
all my nearest friends, who are watching for my fall, say, It may be that he will be taken
by deceit, and we will get the better of him and give him punishment. 11 But the Lord is
with me as a great one, greatly to be feared: so my attackers will have a fall, and they will
not overcome me: they will be greatly shamed, because they have not done wisely, even
with an unending shame, kept in memory for ever. 12 But, O Lord of armies, testing the
upright and seeing the thoughts and the heart, letme see your punishment come on them;
for I have put my cause before you. 13Make melody to the Lord, give praise to the Lord:
for he has made the soul of the poor man free from the hands of the evil-doers. 14A curse
on the day of my birth: let there be no blessing on the day when my mother had me. 15A
curse on the man who gave the news to my father, saying, You have a male child; making
him very glad. 16May that man be like the towns overturned by the Lord without mercy:
let a cry for help come to his ears in the morning, and the sound of war in the middle of
the day; 17Because he did not put me to death before my birth took place: so mymother's
bodywould have beenmy last resting-place, and shewould have beenwith child for ever.
18Why did I come from my mother's body to see pain and sorrow, so that my days might
be wasted with shame?

21
1 The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord, when King Zedekiah sent to him

Pashhur, the son ofMalchiah, and Zephaniah, the son ofMaaseiah the priest, saying, 2Will
you get directions from the Lord for us; for Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, is making
war against us; it may be that the Lordwill do something for us like all thewonders he has
done, andmakehimgo away fromus. 3Then Jeremiah said to them, This iswhat you are to
say to Zedekiah: 4The Lord God of Israel has said, See, I am turning back the instruments
of war in your hands, with which you are fighting against the king of Babylon and the
Chaldaeans, who are outside the walls and shutting you in; and I will get them together
inside this town. 5And Imyself will be fighting against youwith an outstretched hand and
witha strongarm, evenwithangry feelingandpassionand ingreatwrath. 6And Iwill send
a great disease on the people living in this town, onman and on beast, causing their death.
7And after that, says the Lord, I will give up Zedekiah, king of Judah, and his servants and
his people, even those in the townwhohavenot come to their end from thedisease and the
sword and fromneed of food, into the hands of Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, and into
the hands of their haters, and into the hands of those desiring their death: hewill put them
to the sword; he will not let anyone get away, he will have no pity or mercy. 8And to this
people you are to say, The Lord has said, See, I put before you theway of life and theway of
death. 9He who keeps in this town will come to his death by the sword and through need
of food and through disease; but he who goes out and gives himself up to the Chaldaeans
whoare shutting you in,will go on living, andwill keephis life safe. 10Formy face is turned
to this town for evil and not for good, says the Lord: it will be given into the hands of the
king of Babylon, and he will have it burned with fire. 11 About the family of the king of
Judah. Give ear to the word of the Lord; 12 O family of David, this is what the Lord has
said: Do what is right in the morning, and make free from the hands of the cruel one him
whose goods have been violently taken away, or mywrath will go out like fire, burning so
that no onemay put it out, because of the evil of your doings. 13 See, I am against you, you
who are living on the rock of the valley, says the Lord; you who say, Who will come down
against us? or who will get into our houses? 14 I will send punishment on you in keeping
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with the fruit of your doings, says the Lord: and I will put a fire in herwoodlands, burning
up everything round about her.

22
1 This is what the Lord has said: Go down to the house of the king of Judah and there

give him this word, 2 And say, Give ear to the word of the Lord, O king of Judah, seated
on the seat of David, you and your servants and your people who come in by these doors.
3 This is what the Lord has said: Do what is right, judging uprightly, and make free from
the hands of the cruel one himwhose goods have been violently taken away: do nowrong
and be not violent to the man from a strange country and the child without a father and
the widow, and let not those who have done nowrong be put to death in this place. 4For if
you truly do this, then there will come in through the doors of this house kings seated on
the seat of David, going in carriages and on horseback, he and his servants and his people
5 But if you do not give ear to these words, I give you my oath by myself, says the Lord,
that this house will become a waste. 6 For this is what the Lord has said about the family
of the king of Judah: You are Gilead to me, and the top of Lebanon: but, truly, I will make
youwaste, with towns unpeopled. 7And Iwillmake ready thosewhowill send destruction
on you, everyone armed for war: by them your best cedar-trees will be cut down and put
in the fire. 8And nations from all sides will go past this town, and every man will say to
his neighbour, Why has the Lord done such things to this great town? 9And they will say,
Because they gave up the agreement of the Lord their God, and became worshippers and
servants of other gods. 10Let there be noweeping for the dead, andmake no songs of grief
for him: butmake bitter weeping for himwho has gone away, for hewill never come back
or see again the country of his birth. 11 For this is what the Lord has said about Shallum,
the son of Josiah, king of Judah, who became king in place of Josiah his father, who went
out from this place: He will never come back there again: 12But death will come to him in
the place where they have taken him away prisoner, and hewill never see this land again.
13A curse is onhimwho is building his house bywrongdoing, andhis roomsbydoingwhat
is not right; who makes use of his neighbour without payment, and gives him nothing for
hiswork; 14Who says, Iwillmake awidehouse formyself, and roomsof great size, andhas
windows cut out, and has it roofed with cedar and painted with bright red. 15Are you to
be a king because you make more use of cedar than your father? did not your father take
food and drink and do right, judging in righteousness, and then it was well for him? 16He
was judge in the cause of the poor and those in need; then it waswell. Was not this to have
knowledge of me? says the Lord. 17But your eyes and your heart are fixed only on profit
for yourself, on causing the death of himwhohas done nowrong, and on violent and cruel
acts. 18 So this is what the Lord has said about Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah, king of Judah:
Theywillmakenoweeping for him, saying, Ahmybrother! or, Ah sister! theywillmakeno
weeping forhim, saying, Ah lord! or, Ahhis glory! 19Theywill do tohimwhat theydo to the
dead body of an ass; his body will be pulled out and placed on the earth outside the doors
of Jerusalem. 20Go up to Lebanon and give a cry; let your voice be loud in Bashan, crying
out from Abarim; for all your lovers have come to destruction 21My word came to you in
the time of your well-being; but you said, I will not give ear. This has been your way from
your earliest years, you did not give attention tomy voice. 22All the keepers of your sheep
will be food for the wind, and your lovers will be taken away prisoners: truly, then you
will be shamed and unhonoured because of all your evil-doing. 23O you who are living in
Lebanon,making your living-place in the cedars, howgreatly to be pitiedwill youbewhen
pains comeonyou, as onawoman in childbirth! 24Bymy life, says theLord, even if Coniah,
the sonof Jehoiakim, kingof Judah,was the ring onmyright hand, even from there Iwould
have you pulled off; 25And I will give you into the hands of those desiring your death, and
into thehandsof thosewhomyouare fearing, even into thehandsofNebuchadrezzar, king
of Babylon, and into the hands of the Chaldaeans. 26 I will send you out, and your mother
who gave you birth, into another country not the land of your birth; and there death will
come to you. 27But to the land on which their soul's desire is fixed, they will never come
back. 28 Is this man Coniah a broken vessel of no value? is he a vessel in which there is no
pleasure? why are they violently sent out, he and his seed, into a land which is strange to
them? 29O earth, earth, earth, give ear to the word of the Lord! 30 The Lord has said, Let
this man be recorded as having no children, a man who will not do well in all his life: for
nomanof his seedwill dowell, seated on the seat of the kingdomofDavid and ruling again
in Judah.
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23
1A curse is on the keepers who are causing the destruction and loss of the sheep of my

field, says the Lord. 2So this iswhat the Lord, theGod of Israel, has said against the keepers
who have the care of my people: You have let my flock be broken up, driving them away
and not caring for them; see, I will send on you the punishment for the evil of your doings,
says the Lord. 3And I will get the rest of my flock together from all the countries where I
have sent them, and will make them come back again to their resting-place; and they will
have offspring and be increased. 4And I will put over them keepers who will take care of
them: never again will they be overcome with fear or be troubled, and there will not be
the loss of one of them, says the Lord. 5 See, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I
will give to David a true Branch, and he will be ruling as king, acting wisely, doing what is
right, and judging uprightly in the land. 6 In his days Judah will have salvation and Israel
will be living without fear: and this is the name by which he will be named, The Lord is
our righteousness. 7And so, truly, the days are comingwhen theywill say no longer, By the
living Lord, who took the children of Israel up out of the land of Egypt; 8But, By the living
Lord, who took up the seed of Israel, and made them come out of the north country, and
from all the countries where I had sent them; and they will be living in the land which is
theirs. 9About the prophets. My heart is broken inme, all my bones are shaking; I am like
aman full of strong drink, like aman overcome bywine; because of the Lord, and because
of his holy words. 10 For the land is full of men who are untrue to their wives; because of
the curse the land is full of grief; the green fields of the waste land have become dry; and
they are quick to do evil, their strength is for what is not right. 11 For the prophet as well
as the priest is unclean; even inmy house I have seen their evil-doing, says the Lord. 12For
this cause their stepswill be slipping on theirway: theywill be forced on into the dark and
have a fall there: for Iwill send evil on them in the year of their punishment, says the Lord.
13And I have seen ways without sense in the prophets of Samaria; they became prophets
of the Baal, causing my people Israel to go wrong. 14 And in the prophets of Jerusalem I
have seen a shocking thing; they are untrue to their wives, walking in deceit, and they
make strong the hands of evil-doers, so that a man may not be turned back from his evil-
doing: they have all become like Sodom to me, and its people like Gomorrah. 15 So this is
what the Lord of armies has said about the prophets: See, I will give them a bitter plant
for their food, and bitterwater for their drink: for from the prophets of Jerusalemunclean
behaviour has gone out into all the land. 16This iswhat the Lord of armies has said: Do not
give ear to the words which the prophets say to you: they give you teaching of no value: it
is from themselves that their vision comes, and not out of the mouth of the Lord. 17 They
keep on saying to thosewho have no respect for theword of the Lord, Youwill have peace;
and to everyonewho goes onhisway in the pride of his heart, they say, No evilwill come to
you. 18 For which of them has knowledge of the secret of the Lord, and has seen him, and
given ear to his word? which of them has taken note of his word and given attention to it?
19See, the storm-wind of the Lord, even the heat of hiswrath, has gone out, a rolling storm,
bursting on the heads of the evil-doers. 20 The wrath of the Lord will not be turned back
till he has done, till he has put into effect, the purposes of his heart: in days to come you
will have full knowledge of this. 21 I did not send these prophets, but they went running: I
said nothing to them, but they gave out the prophet's word. 22But if they had been in my
secret, then they would have made my people give ear to my words, turning them from
their evil way, and from the evil of their doings. 23Am I only a God who is near, says the
Lord, andnot aGod at a distance? 24 Inwhat secret placemayaman take coverwithoutmy
seeing him? says the Lord. Is there any place in heaven or earth where I am not? says the
Lord. 25Myears havebeenopen towhat the prophets have said,who say falsewords inmy
name, saying, I have had a dream, I have had a dream, I have had a dream, 26 Is (myword)
in the hearts of the prophets who give out false words, even the prophets of the deceit of
their hearts? 27Whose purpose is to take away thememory ofmyname frommypeople by
their dreams, of which every man is talking to his neighbour, as their fathers gave up the
memory of my name for the Baal. 28 If a prophet has a dream, let him give out his dream;
and he who has my word, let him give out my word in good faith. What has the dry stem
to do with the grain? says the Lord. 29 Is not my word like fire? says the Lord; and like a
hammer, smashing the rock to bits? 30 For this cause I am against the prophets, says the
Lord, who takemywords, every one from his neighbour. 31See, I am against the prophets,
says the Lord, who let their tongues say, He has said. 32 See, I am against the prophets of
false dreams, says the Lord, who give them out and make my people go out of the way by
their deceit and their uncontrolledwords: but I didnot send themor give themorders; and
they will be of no profit to this people, says the Lord. 33And if this people, or the prophet,
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or a priest, questioning you, says, What word of weight is there from the Lord? then you
are to say to them, You are the word, for I will not be troubledwith you anymore, says the
Lord. 34And as for the prophet and the priest and the people who say, A word of weight
from the Lord! I will send punishment on that man and on his house. 35 But this is what
you are to say, everyman to his neighbour and everyman to his brother,What answer has
the Lord given? and,What has the Lord said? 36And youwill no longer put people inmind
of theword ofweight of the Lord: for everyman'swordwill be aweight on himself; for the
words of the living God, of the Lord of armies, our God, have been twisted by you. 37This
is what you are to say to the prophet, What answer has the Lord given to you? and, What
has the Lord said? 38But if you say, The word of weight of the Lord; this is what the Lord
has said: Because you say, The weight of the Lord, and I have sent to you, saying, You are
not to say, The weight of the Lord; 39For this reason, truly, I will put you completely out of
mymemory, and Iwill put you, and the townwhich I gave to you and to your fathers, away
from beforemy face: 40And Iwill give you a namewithout honour for ever, and unending
shamewhich will never go from thememory of men.

24
1The Lord gave me a vision, and I saw two baskets full of figs put in front of the Temple

of the Lord, after Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, had taken prisoner Jeconiah, the son
of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, and the chiefs of Judah, and the expert workmen and metal-
workers from Jerusalem, and had taken them to Babylon. 2One basket had very good figs,
like the figswhich first come to growth: and the other basket had very bad figs, so bad that
they were of no use for food. 3Then the Lord said to me, What do you see, Jeremiah? And
I said, Figs; the good figs are very good, and the bad very bad, and of no use for food, they
are so bad. 4And the word of the Lord came tome, saying, 5This is what the Lord, the God
of Israel, has said: Like these good figs, so inmy eyes will be the prisoners of Judah, whom
I have sent from this place into the land of the Chaldaeans for their good. 6For I will keep
my eyes on them for good, and I will take them back again to this land, building them up
andnot pulling themdown, planting themandnot uprooting them. 7And Iwill give thema
heart to have knowledge ofme, that I am theLord: and theywill bemypeople, and Iwill be
their God: for they will come back to me with all their heart. 8And like the bad figs which
are so bad that they are of no use for food, so I will give up Zedekiah, king of Judah, and his
chiefs and the rest of Jerusalemwho are still in this land, and those who are in the land of
Egypt: 9 I will give them up to be a cause of fear and of trouble among all the kingdoms of
the earth; to be a name of shame and common talk and a cutting word and a curse in all
the places wherever I will send themwandering. 10And Iwill send the sword, and need of
food, and disease, among them till they are all cut off from the land which I gave to them
and to their fathers.

25
1 The word which came to Jeremiah about all the people of Judah in the fourth year of

Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah king of Judah; this was the first year of Nebuchadrezzar, king
of Babylon. 2 This word Jeremiah gave out to all the people of Judah and to those living
in Jerusalem, saying, 3 From the thirteenth year of Josiah, the son of Amon, king of Judah,
even till this day, for twenty-three years, the word of the Lord has been coming tome, and
I have given it to you, getting up early and talking to you; but you have not given ear. 4And
the Lord has sent to you all his servants the prophets, getting up early and sending them;
but you have not given attention and your ear has not been open to give hearing; 5Saying,
Comebacknow, everyone fromhisevilwayand fromtheevil ofyourdoings, andkeepyour
place in the landwhich the Lord has given to you and to your fathers, from times long past
even for ever: 6Do not go after other gods to be their servants and to give them worship,
and do not make me angry with the work of your hands, causing evil to yourselves. 7But
you have not given ear to me, says the Lord; so that you have made me angry with the
work of your hands, causing evil to yourselves. 8 So this is what the Lord of armies has
said: Because youhavenot given ear tomywords, 9See, Iwill send and take all the families
of the north, says the Lord, and Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, my servant, and make
them come against this land, and against its people, and against all these nations on every
side; and I will give them up to complete destruction, and make them a cause of fear and
surprise and awaste place for ever. 10Andmore than this, I will take from them the sound
of laughingvoices, thevoiceof joy, thevoiceof thenewly-marriedman, and thevoiceof the
bride, the sound of the stones crushing the grain, and the shining of lights. 11All this land
will be awaste and a cause of wonder; and these nationswill be the servants of the king of
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Babylon for seventy years. 12And it will come about, after seventy years are ended, that I
will send punishment on the king of Babylon, and on that nation, says the Lord, for their
evil-doing, and on the land of the Chaldaeans; and I will make it a waste for ever. 13And
I will make that land undergo everything I have said against it, even everything recorded
in this book, which Jeremiah the prophet has said against all the nations. 14For a number
of nations and great kings will make servants of them, even of them: and I will give them
the reward of their acts, even the reward of the work of their hands. 15 For this is what
the Lord, the God of Israel, has said to me: Take the cup of the wine of this wrath frommy
hand, andmake all the nations to whom I send you take of it. 16And after drinking it, they
will go rolling from side to side, and be off their heads, because of the sword which I will
send among them. 17Then I took the cup from the Lord's hand, and gave a drink from it to
all the nations to whom the Lord sent me; 18 Jerusalem and the towns of Judah and their
kings and their princes, to make them a waste place, a cause of fear and surprise and a
curse, as it is this day; 19 Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and his servants and his princes and all
his people; 20And all themixed people and all the kings of the land of Uz, and all the kings
of the land of the Philistines, and Ashkelon and Gaza and Ekron and the rest of Ashdod;
21 Edom and Moab and the children of Ammon, 22 And all the kings of Tyre, and all the
kings of Zidon, and the kings of the lands across the sea; 23Dedan and Tema and Buz, and
all who have the ends of their hair cut; 24And all the kings of Arabia, and all the kings of
themixed people living in the waste land; 25And all the kings of Zimri, and all the kings of
Elam, and all the kings of theMedes; 26Andall the kings of thenorth, far andnear, onewith
another; and all the kingdoms of the world on the face of the earth. 27And you are to say
to them, This is what the Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has said: Take of this cup and
be overcome, and let it come out again from your lips, and from your fall you will never
be lifted up again, because of the sword which I will send among you. 28And it will be, if
they will not take of the cup in your hand, then you are to say to them, This is what the
Lord of armies has said: You will certainly take of it. 29 For see, I am starting to send evil
on the townwhich is named bymy name, and are you to bewithout any punishment? You
will not be without punishment: for I will send a sword on all people living on the earth,
says the Lord of armies. 30 So, as a prophet, give out these words among them, and say to
them, The voice of the Lord will be sounding like a lion from on high; he will send out his
voice from his holy place, like the loud voice of a lion, against his flock; he will give a cry,
like those who are crushing the grapes, against all the people of the earth. 31A noise will
come, even to the end of the earth; for the Lord has a cause against the nations, he will
give his decision against all flesh; as for the evil-doers, hewill give them to the sword, says
the Lord. 32 This is what the Lord of armies has said: See, evil is going out from nation to
nation, and a great storm will come up from the inmost parts of the earth. 33And at that
day, the bodies of those whom the Lord has put to death will be seen from one end of the
earth even to the other end of the earth: there will be no weeping for them, their bodies
will not be taken up or put to rest in the earth; they will be like waste on the face of the
land. 34Give cries of grief, you keepers of sheep; give cries for help, rolling yourselves in
the dust, you chiefs of the flock: for the days of your destruction have fully come, and Iwill
send you in all directions, and your fall will be like that of the males of the flock. 35There
will be no way of flight for the keepers of sheep, no road for the chiefs of the flock to get
away safely. 36A sound of the cry of the keepers of sheep, and the bitter crying of the chiefs
of the flock! for the Lord hasmadewaste their green fields. 37And there is no sound in the
fields of peace, because of the burning wrath of the Lord. 38 The lion has come out of his
secret place, for the land has become a waste because of the cruel sword, and because of
the heat of his wrath.

26
1When Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah, king of Judah, first became king, this word came

from the Lord, saying, 2This is what the Lord has said: Take your place in the open square
of the Lord's house and say to all the towns of Judah, who come into the Lord's house for
worship, everything I give you orders to say to them: keep back not aword; 3 Itmay be that
theywill give ear, and that everymanwill be turned from his evil way, so thatmy purpose
of sending evil on them because of the evil of their doings may be changed. 4And you are
to say to them, This is what the Lord has said: If you do not give ear to me and go in the
way of my law which I have put before you, 5 And give ear to the words of my servants
the prophets whom I send to you, getting up early and sending them, though you gave no
attention; 6Then Iwillmake thishouse likeShiloh, andwillmake this townacurse toall the
nations of the earth. 7And in the hearing of the priests and the prophets and all the people,
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Jeremiah said thesewords in the house of the Lord. 8Now,when Jeremiah had come to the
end of saying everything the Lord had given him orders to say to all the people, the priests
and the prophets and all the people took him by force, saying, Deathwill certainly be your
fate. 9Why have you said in the name of the Lord, This house will be like Shiloh, and this
land a waste with no one living in it? And all the people had come together to Jeremiah in
the house of the Lord. 10 And the rulers of Judah, hearing of these things, came up from
the king's house to the house of the Lord, and took their seats by the newdoor of the Lord's
house. 11Then thepriests and theprophets said to the rulers and to all thepeople, The right
fate for this man is death; for he has said words against this town in your hearing. 12Then
Jeremiah said to all the rulers and to all the people, The Lord has sentme as his prophet to
say against this house and against this town all the words which have come to your ears.
13 So now, make a change for the better in your ways and your doings, and give ear to the
voice of the Lord your God; then the Lord will let himself be turned from the decision he
hasmade against you for evil. 14As forme, here I am in your hands: dowithmewhatever
seems good and right in your opinion. 15Only be certain that, if you put me to death, you
will make yourselves and your town and its people responsible for the blood of one who
has done no wrong: for truly, the Lord has sent me to you to say all these words in your
ears. 16Then the rulers and all the people said to the priests and the prophets, It is not right
for this man to be put to death: for he has said words to us in the name of the Lord our
God. 17 Then some of the responsible men of the land got up and said to all the meeting
of the people, 18Micah theMorashtite, who was a prophet in the days of Hezekiah, king of
Judah, said to all the people of Judah, This is what the Lord of armies has said: Zion will
become like a ploughed field, and Jerusalem will become a mass of broken walls, and the
mountain of the house like the high places of the woodland. 19Did Hezekiah and all Judah
put him to death? did he not in the fear of the Lordmake prayer for the grace of the Lord,
and the Lord let himself be turned from the decision he had made against them for evil?
By this act we might do great evil against ourselves. 20And there was another man who
was a prophet of the Lord, Uriah, the son of Shemaiah of Kiriath-jearim; he said against
this town and against this land all the words which Jeremiah had said: 21 And when his
words came to the ears of Jehoiakim the king and all his men of war and his captains, the
king would have put him to death; but Uriah, hearing of it, was full of fear and went in
flight into Egypt: 22And Jehoiakim the king sent Elnathan, the son of Achbor, and certain
men with him, into Egypt. 23And they took Uriah out of Egypt and came back with him to
Jehoiakim the king; who put him to death with the sword, and had his dead body put into
the resting-place of the bodies of the common people. 24But Ahikam, the son of Shaphan,
gave Jeremiah his help, so that he was not given into the hands of the people to be put to
death.

27
1When Zedekiah, the son of Josiah, king of Judah, first became king this word came to

Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, 2 This is what the Lord has said to me: Make for yourself
bands and yokes and put them on your neck; 3And send them to the king of Edom, and to
the king of Moab, and to the king of the children of Ammon, and to the king of Tyre, and
to the king of Zidon, by their servants who come to Jerusalem, to Zedekiah, king of Judah;
4And give them orders to say to their masters, This is what the Lord of armies, the God of
Israel, has said: Say to yourmasters, 5 I havemade the earth, andmanandbeast on the face
of the earth, by my great power and by my outstretched arm; and I will give it to anyone
at my pleasure. 6And now I have given all these lands into the hands of Nebuchadnezzar,
the king of Babylon, my servant; and I have given the beasts of the field to him for his use.
7 And all the nations will be servants to him and to his son and to his son's son, till the
time comes for his land to be overcome: and then a number of nations and great kingswill
take it for their use. 8And it will come about, that if any nation does not become a servant
to this same Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, and does not put its neck under the yoke
of the king of Babylon, then I will send punishment on that nation, says the Lord, by the
sword and need of food and by disease, till I have given them into his hands. 9 And you
are not to give attention to your prophets or your readers of signs or your dreamers or
thosewho see into the future or thosewhomake use of secret arts, who say to you, Youwill
not become servants of the king of Babylon: 10For they say false words to you, so that you
may be sent away far from your land, and so that you may be forced out by me and come
to destruction. 11 But as for that nation which puts its neck under the yoke of the king of
Babylon and becomes his servant, I will let that nation keep on in its land, farming it and
living in it, says the Lord. 12And I said all this to Zedekiah, king of Judah, saying, Put your
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necks under the yoke of the king of Babylon and become his servants and his people, so
that you may keep your lives. 13Why are you desiring death, you and your people, by the
sword, and because food is gone, and by disease, as the Lord has said of the nation which
does not become the servant of the king of Babylon? 14And you are not to give ear to the
prophets who say to you, You will not become servants of the king of Babylon: for what
they say is not true. 15 For I have not sent them, says the Lord, but they are saying what is
false inmyname, so that Imight send you out by force, causing destruction to comeon you
andonyour prophets. 16And I said to the priests and to all the people, This iswhat the Lord
has said: Givenoattention to thewordsof yourprophetswho say to you, See, in avery little
timenow the vessels of the Lord's housewill comeback again fromBabylon: forwhat they
say to you is false. 17Give no attention to them; become servants of the king of Babylon and
keep yourselves fromdeath: why let this townbecome awaste? 18But if they are prophets,
and if the word of the Lord is with them, let them nowmake request to the Lord of armies
that the vesselswhich are still in thehouse of the Lord and in thehouse of the king of Judah
and at Jerusalem,maynot go to Babylon. 19For this iswhat the Lord has said about the rest
of the vessels which are still in this town, 20Which Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, did
not take away, when he took Jeconiah, the son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, a prisoner from
Jerusalem to Babylon,with all the greatmen of Judah and Jerusalem; 21For this iswhat the
Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has said about the rest of the vessels in the house of the
Lord and in the house of the king of Judah and at Jerusalem: 22They will be taken away to
Babylon, and there theywill be till the daywhen I send their punishment on them, says the
Lord. Then I will take them up and put them back in their place.

28
1And it came about in that year, when Zedekiah first became king of Judah, in the fourth

year, in the fifth month, that Hananiah, the son of Azzur the prophet, who came from
Gibeon, said to Jeremiah in the house of the Lord, before the priests and all the people,
2 These are the words of the Lord of armies, the God of Israel: By me the yoke of the king
of Babylon has been broken. 3 In the space of two years I will send back into this place all
the vessels of the Lord's house which Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, took away from
this place to Babylon: 4And I will let Jeconiah, the son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, come
back to this place, with all the prisoners of Judah who went to Babylon, says the Lord: for
I will have the yoke of the king of Babylon broken. 5 Then the prophet Jeremiah said to
the prophet Hananiah, before the priests and all the people who had come into the house
of the Lord, 6 The prophet Jeremiah said, So be it: may the Lord do so: may the Lord give
effect to the words which you have said, and let the vessels of the Lord's house, and all
the people who have been taken away, come back from Babylon to this place. 7 But still,
give ear to this word which I am saying to you and to all the people: 8 The prophets, who
were beforeme and before you, from early times gaveword to a number of countries and
great kingdoms about war and destruction and disease. 9 The prophet whose words are
of peace, when his words come true, will be seen to be a prophet whom the Lord has sent.
10Then Hananiah the prophet took the yoke from the neck of the prophet Jeremiah and it
was broken by his hands. 11And before all the people Hananiah said, The Lord has said,
Even so will I let the yoke of the king of Babylon be broken off the necks of all the nations
in the space of two years. Then the prophet Jeremiah went away. 12 Then after the yoke
had been broken off the neck of the prophet Jeremiah by Hananiah the prophet, the word
of the Lord came to Jeremiah, saying, 13Go and say to Hananiah, This is what the Lord has
said: Yokes of wood have been broken by you, but in their place I will make yokes of iron.
14For the Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has said: I have put a yoke of iron on the necks
of all these nations, making them servants to Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon; and they
are to be his servants: and in addition I have given him the beasts of the field. 15Then the
prophet Jeremiah said to Hananiah the prophet, Give ear, now, Hananiah; the Lord has
not sent you; but you are making this people put their faith in what is false. 16 For this
reason the Lord has said, See, I will send you away from off the face of the earth: this year
death will overtake you, because you have said words against the Lord. 17 So death came
to Hananiah the prophet the same year, in the seventhmonth.

29
1Now these are thewords of the letter which Jeremiah the prophet sent from Jerusalem

to the responsible men among those who had been taken away, and to the priests and
the prophets and to all the rest of the people whom Nebuchadnezzar had taken away
prisoners from Jerusalem to Babylon; 2 (After Jeconiah the king and the queen-mother
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and the unsexed servants and the rulers of Judah and Jerusalem and the expert workmen
and the metal-workers had gone away from Jerusalem;) 3 By the hand of Elasah, the son
of Shaphan, and Gemariah, the son of Hilkiah, (whom Zedekiah, king of Judah, sent to
Babylon, to Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon,) saying, 4 This is what the Lord of armies,
the God of Israel, has said to all those whom I have taken away prisoners from Jerusalem
to Babylon: 5 Go on building houses and living in them, and planting gardens and using
the fruit of them; 6Takewives and have sons and daughters, and takewives for your sons,
and give your daughters to husbands, so that they may have sons and daughters; and be
increased in number there and do not become less. 7And be working for the peace of the
land towhich I have had you taken away prisoners, andmake prayer to the Lord for it: for
in its peace youwill have peace. 8For this is what the Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has
said: Do not let yourselves be tricked by the prophetswho are among you, and the readers
of signs, and give no attention to their dreams which they may have; 9For they are saying
to you what is false in my name: I have not sent them, says the Lord. 10 For this is what
the Lord has said: When seventy years are ended for Babylon, I will have pity on you and
give effect to my good purpose for you, causing you to come back to this place. 11For I am
conscious ofmy thoughts about you, says theLord, thoughts of peace andnot of evil, to give
you hope at the end. 12And youwill go on crying tome andmaking prayer tome, and Iwill
give ear to you. 13Andyouwill be searching formeand Iwill be there,whenyouhave gone
aftermewith all your heart. 14 I will be near you again, says the Lord, and your fatewill be
changed, and Iwill get you together fromall thenationsand fromall theplaceswhere Ihad
sent you away, says the Lord; and I will take you back again to the place fromwhich I sent
youawayprisoners. 15For youhave said, TheLordhas givenusprophets inBabylon. 16For
this is what the Lord has said about the king who is seated on the seat of David's kingdom,
and about all the people living in this town, your countrymenwho have not gone out with
you as prisoners; 17 This is what the Lord of armies has said: See, I will send on them the
sword and need of food and disease, andwill make them like bad figs, which are of no use
for food, they are so bad. 18 I will go after them, attacking them with the sword and with
need of food and with disease, and will make them a cause of fear to all the kingdoms of
the earth, to be a curse and a wonder and a surprise and a name of shame among all the
nations where I have sent them: 19Because they have not given ear to my words, says the
Lord, when I sent to them my servants the prophets, getting up early and sending them;
but you did not give ear, says the Lord. 20And now, give ear to theword of the Lord, all you
whom I have sent away prisoners from Jerusalem to Babylon. 21 This is what the Lord of
armies, the God of Israel, has said about Ahab, the son of Kolaiah, and about Zedekiah, the
son of Maaseiah, who are saying to you what is false in my name: See, I will give them up
into the hands of Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, and he will put them to death before
your eyes. 22And their fate will be used as a curse by all the prisoners of Judah who are
in Babylon, who will say, May the Lord make you like Zedekiah and like Ahab, who were
burned in the fire by the king of Babylon; 23Because they have done shame in Israel, and
have taken their neighbours' wives, and inmynamehave said falsewords, which I did not
give themorders to say; and Imyself am thewitness, says the Lord. 24About Shemaiah the
Nehelamite. 25Shemaiah the Nehelamite sent a letter in his name to Zephaniah, the son of
Maaseiah the priest, saying, 26TheLordhasmade youpriest in place of Jehoiada the priest,
to be an overseer in the house of the Lord for every man who is off his head and is acting
as a prophet, to put suchmen in prison and in chains. 27Sowhy have youmade no protest
against Jeremiah of Anathoth, who is acting as a prophet to you? 28 For he has sent to us
in Babylon saying, The time will be long: go on building houses and living in them, and
planting gardens and using the fruit of them. 29And Zephaniah the priest made clear to
Jeremiah the prophet what was said in the letter, reading it to him. 30Then theword of the
Lord came to Jeremiah the prophet, saying, 31Send to all thosewho have been taken away,
saying, This is what the Lord has said about Shemaiah the Nehelamite: Because Shemaiah
has been acting as a prophet to you, and I did not send him, and has made you put your
faith in what is false; 32 For this cause the Lord has said, Truly I will send punishment on
Shemaiah andonhis seed; not amanof his familywill have a place among this people, and
hewill not see the goodwhich I am going to do tomy people, says the Lord: because he has
said words against the Lord.

30
1The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, 2The Lord, the God of Israel,

has said, Put down in a book all the words which I have said to you. 3For see, the days are
coming, says the Lord, when I will let the fate of my people Israel and Judah be changed,
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says the Lord: and I will make them come back to the land which I gave to their fathers,
so that they may take it for their heritage. 4And these are the words which the Lord said
about Israel and about Judah. 5This is what the Lord has said: A voice of shaking fear has
come to our ears, of fear and not of peace. 6 Put the question and see if it is possible for
a man to have birth-pains: why do I see every man with his hands gripping his sides, as
a woman does when the pains of birth are on her, and all faces are turned green? 7Ha!
for that day is so great that there is no day like it: it is the time of Jacob's trouble: but he
will get salvation from it. 8 For it will come about on that day, says the Lord of armies,
that his yoke will be broken off his neck, and his bands will be burst; and men of strange
lands will no longer make use of him as their servant: 9 But they will be servants to the
Lord their God and to David their king, whom I will give back to them. 10 So have no fear,
O Jacob, my servant, says the Lord; and do not be troubled, O Israel: for see, I will make
you come back from far away, and your seed from the landwhere they are prisoners; and
Jacob will come back, and will be quiet and at peace, and no one will give him cause for
fear. 11 For I am with you, says the Lord, to be your saviour: for I will put an end to all
the nations where I have sent you wandering, but I will not put an end to you completely:
thoughwithwise purpose I will put right your errors, andwill not let you go quitewithout
punishment. 12For the Lord has said, Your diseasemay not bemadewell and yourwound
is bitter. 13 There is no help for your wound, there is nothing to make you well. 14 Your
lovers have nomore thought for you, they go after you no longer; for I have given you the
wound of a hater, even cruel punishment; 15Why are you crying for help because of your
wound? for your pain may never be taken away: because your evil-doing was so great
and because your sinswere increased, I have done these things to you. 16For this cause, all
thosewho takeyou for their foodwill themselvesbecomeyour food; andall yourattackers,
every one of them, will be taken prisoners; and those who send destruction on you will
come to destruction; and all those who take away your goods by force will undergo the
same themselves. 17For I will make you healthy again and I will make youwell from your
wounds, says the Lord; because they have given you the name of an outlaw, saying, It is
Zion cared for by no man. 18 The Lord has said, See, I am changing the fate of the tents of
Jacob, and I will have pity on his houses; the town will be put up on its hill, and the great
houses will be living-places again. 19 And from them will go out praise and the sound of
laughing: and I will make them great in number, and they will not become less; and I will
give them glory, and they will not be small. 20And their children will be as they were in
the old days, and the meeting of the people will have its place before me, and I will send
punishment on all who are cruel to them. 21And their chief will be of their number; their
ruler will come from among themselves; and I will let him be present before me, so that
he may come near to me: for who may have strength of heart to come near me? says the
Lord. 22And you will be my people, and I will be your God. 23 See, the storm-wind of the
Lord, even the heat of hiswrath, has gone out, a rolling storm, bursting on the heads of the
evil-doers. 24The wrath of the Lord will not be turned back till he has done, till he has put
into effect, the purposes of his heart: in days to come youwill have full knowledge of this.

31
1At that time, says the Lord, I will be the God of all the families of Israel, and theywill be

mypeople. 2The Lord has said, Grace came in thewaste land to a people kept safe from the
sword, even to Israel on theway to his resting-place. 3From far away he saw the Lord: my
love for you is an eternal love: sowithmercy I havemade you comewithme. 4 I will again
makenewyourbuildings, Ovirgin of Israel, andyouwill takeupyourplace: again youwill
take up your instruments ofmusic, and go out in the dances of those who are glad. 5Again
will your vine-gardens be planted on the hill of Samaria: the planters will be planting and
using the fruit. 6 For there will be a day when those who get in the grapes on the hills of
Ephraim will be crying, Up! let us go up to Zion to the Lord our God. 7 For the Lord has
said, Make a glad song for Jacob and give a cry on the top of themountains: give the news,
give praise, and say, The Lord has given salvation to his people, even to the rest of Israel.
8 See, I will take them from the north country, and get them from the inmost parts of the
earth, andwith them the blind and the feeble-footed, thewomanwith child andherwho is
in birth-pains together: a very great army, theywill come back here. 9Theywill comewith
weeping, and going before them Iwill be their guide: guiding them by streams of water in
a straight waywhere there is no falling: for I am a father to Israel, and Ephraim is the first
of my sons. 10Give ear to the word of the Lord, O you nations, and give news of it in the
sea-lands far away, and say, He who has sent Israel wandering will get him together and
will keep him as a keeper does his flock. 11 For the Lord has given a price for Jacob, and
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made him free from the hands of himwhowas stronger than he. 12So theywill comewith
songs on the high places, flowing together to the good things of the Lord, to the grain and
the wine and the oil, to the young ones of the flock and of the herd: their souls will be like
a watered garden, and they will have no more sorrow. 13 Then the virgin will have joy in
the dance, and the youngmenand the oldwill be glad: for Iwill have theirweeping turned
into joy, I will give them comfort and make them glad after their sorrow. 14 I will give the
priests their desired fat things, andmy people will have a full measure of my good things,
says the Lord. 15 So has the Lord said: In Ramah there is a sound of crying, weeping and
bitter sorrow; Rachel weeping for her children; she will not be comforted for their loss.
16 The Lord has said this: Keep your voice from sorrow and your eyes from weeping: for
yourworkwill be rewarded, says the Lord; and theywill come back from the land of their
hater. 17And there is hope for the future, says the Lord; and your children will come back
to the landwhich is theirs. 18Certainly Ephraim'swords of grief have come tomy ears, You
havegivenme trainingand Ihaveundergone it like ayoung cowunused to theyoke: letme
be turned and come back, for you are the Lordmy God. 19Truly, after I had been turned, I
had regret formyways; and after I had got knowledge, Imade signs of sorrow: Iwas put to
shame, truly, I was covered with shame, because I had to undergo the shame of my early
years. 20 Is Ephraimmy dear son? is he the child of my delight? for whenever I say things
against him, I still keep him inmymemory: somyheart is troubled for him; Iwill certainly
have mercy on him, says the Lord. 21Put up guiding pillars, make road signs for yourself:
give attention to thehighway, even theway inwhichyouwent: be turnedagain, Ovirgin of
Israel, be turned to these your towns. 22How longwill you go on turning thisway and that,
Owandering daughter? for the Lordhasmade anew thing on the earth, awoman changed
into a man. 23 So the Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has said, Again will these words be
used in the land of Judah and in its towns, when I have let their fate be changed: May the
blessing of the Lord be on you, O resting-place of righteousness, O holy mountain. 24And
Judah and all its towns will be living there together; the farmers and those who go about
with flocks. 25For I have given new strength to the tired soul and to every sorrowing soul
in full measure. 26At this, awaking from my sleep, I saw; and my sleep was sweet to me.
27 See, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will have Israel and Judah planted with
the seed of man and with the seed of beast. 28And it will come about that, as I have been
watchingover themfor thepurposeofuprootingandsmashingdownandoverturningand
sendingdestructionandcausing trouble; so Iwill bewatchingover themfor thepurposeof
buildingupandplanting, says theLord. 29 In those days theywill no longer say, The fathers
have been tasting bitter grapes and the children's teeth are put on edge. 30 But everyone
will beput todeath for the evilwhichhehimself hasdone: whoeverhas takenbitter grapes
will himself have his teeth put on edge. 31 See, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I
will make a new agreement with the people of Israel and with the people of Judah: 32Not
like the agreement which I made with their fathers, on the day when I took them by the
hand to be their guide out of the land of Egypt; which agreementwas broken by them, and
I gave themup, says theLord. 33But this is theagreementwhich Iwillmakewith thepeople
of Israel after those days, says the Lord; I will put my law in their inner parts, writing it in
their hearts; and I will be their God, and theywill bemy people. 34And no longer will they
be teaching every man his neighbour and every man his brother, saying, Get knowledge
of the Lord: for they will all have knowledge of me, from the least of them to the greatest
of them, says the Lord: for theywill havemy forgiveness for their evil-doing, and their sin
will go from my memory for ever. 35 These are the words of the Lord, who has given the
sun for a light by day, ordering the moon and stars for a light by night, who puts the sea
in motion, causing the thunder of its waves; the Lord of armies is his name. 36 If the order
of these things before me is ever broken, says the Lord, then will the seed of Israel come
to an end as a nation before me for ever. 37 This is what the Lord has said: If the heavens
on high may be measured, and the bases of the earth searched out, then I will give up the
seed of Israel, because of all theyhavedone, says theLord. 38See, the days are coming, says
the Lord, for the building of the Lord's town, from the tower of Hananel to the doorway of
the angle. 39And the measuring-line will go out in front of it as far as the hill Gareb, going
round to Goah. 40And all the valley of the dead bodies, and all the field of death as far as
the stream Kidron, up to the angle of the horses' doorway to the east, will be holy to the
Lord; it will not again be uprooted or overturned for ever.

32
1Thewordwhich came to Jeremiah from the Lord in the tenth year of Zedekiah, king of

Judah, which was the eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar. 2Now at that time the king of
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Babylon's army was round Jerusalem, shutting it in: and Jeremiah the prophet was shut
up in the place of the armed watchmen, in the house of the king of Judah. 3 For Zedekiah,
king of Judah, had had him shut up, saying, Why have you, as a prophet, been saying, The
Lord has said, See, I will give this town into the hands of the king of Babylon, and he will
take it; 4And Zedekiah, king of Judah, will not get away from the hands of the Chaldaeans,
but will certainly be given up into the hands of the king of Babylon, and will have talk
with him, mouth to mouth, and see him, eye to eye. 5And he will take Zedekiah away to
Babylon, where he will be till I have pity on him, says the Lord: though you are fighting
with the Chaldaeans, things will not go well for you? 6 And Jeremiah said, The word of
the Lord came to me, saying, 7 See, Hanamel, the son of Shallum, your father's brother,
will come to you and say, Give the price and get for yourself my property in Anathoth: for
you have the right of the nearest relation. 8 So Hanamel, the son of my father's brother,
came to me, as the Lord had said, to the place of the armed watchmen, and said to me,
Give the price and get my property which is in Anathoth in the land of Benjamin: for you
have the nearest relation's right to the heritage; so get it for yourself. Then it was clear to
me that this was the word of the Lord. 9 So I got for a price the property in Anathoth from
Hanamel, the son of my father's brother, and gave him the money, seventeen shekels of
silver; 10And I put it in writing, stamping it with my stamp, and I took witnesses and put
the money into the scales. 11 So I took the paper witnessing the business, one copy rolled
up and stamped, and one copy open: 12And I gave the paper to Baruch, the son of Neriah,
the son ofMahseiah, before the eyes of Hanamel, the son ofmy father's brother, and of the
witnesseswhohadput theirnames to thepaper, andbefore all the Jewswhowere seated in
the place of the armed watchmen. 13And I gave orders to Baruch in front of them, saying,
14This iswhat theLordof armies, theGodof Israel, has said: Take thesepapers, thewitness
of this business, the one which is rolled up and stamped, and the one which is open; and
put them in a vessel of earth so that they may be kept for a long time. 15 For the Lord of
armies, the God of Israel, has said, There will again be trading in houses and fields and
vine-gardens in this land. 16Now after I had given the paper to Baruch, the son of Neriah,
I mademy prayer to the Lord, saying, 17Ah Lord God! see, you havemade the heaven and
the earth by your great power and by your outstretched arm, and there is nothing you are
not able to do: 18 You have mercy on thousands, and send punishment for the evil-doing
of the fathers on their children after them: the great, the strong God, the Lord of armies is
his name: 19Great inwisdom and strong in act: whose eyes are open on all theways of the
sons of men, giving to everyone the reward of his ways and the fruit of his doings: 20 You
havedone signs andwonders in the landof Egypt, andeven to this day, in Israel andamong
othermen; andhavemadeanameforyourself asat thisday; 21Andhave takenyourpeople
Israel out of the land of Egypt with signs andwithwonders andwith a strong hand and an
outstretched arm, causing great fear; 22 And have given them this land, which you gave
your word to their fathers to give them, a land flowing with milk and honey; 23And they
came in and took it for their heritage, but they did not give ear to your voice, andwere not
ruled by your law; they have done nothing of all you gave them orders to do: so you have
made all this evil come on them: 24 See, they have made earthworks against the town to
take it; and the town is given into the hands of the Chaldaeans who are fighting against
it, because of the sword and need of food and disease: and what you have said has taken
place, and truly you see it. 25 And you have said to me, Give the money to get yourself a
property, and have the business witnessed; though the town is given into the hands of the
Chaldaeans. 26And the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, saying, 27 See, I am the Lord,
the God of all flesh: is there anything so hard that I am unable to do it? 28 So this is what
the Lord has said: See, I am giving this town into the hands of the Chaldaeans and into the
hands of Nebuchadrezzar, the king of Babylon, and he will take it: 29And the Chaldaeans,
who are fighting against this town, will come and put the town on fire, burning it together
with the houses, on the roofs of which perfumes have been burned to the Baal, and drink
offerings have been drained out to other gods, moving me to wrath. 30 For the children of
Israel and the children of Judah have done nothing but evil in my eyes from their earliest
years: the children of Israel have only made me angry with the work of their hands, says
the Lord. 31 For this town has been to me a cause of wrath and of burning passion from
the day of its building till this day, so that I put it away from before my face: 32Because of
all the evil of the children of Israel and of the children of Judah, which they have done to
make me angry, they and their kings, their princes, their priests, and their prophets, and
the men of Judah and the people of Jerusalem. 33And they have been turning their backs
and not their faces to me: and though I was their teacher, getting up early and teaching
them, their earswere not open to teaching. 34But they put their disgusting images into the
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house which is named bymy name, making it unclean. 35And they put up the high places
of the Baal in the valley of the son of Hinnom, making their sons and their daughters go
through the fire to Molech; which I did not give them orders to do, and it never came into
my mind that they would do this disgusting thing, causing Judah to be turned out of the
way. 36 And now the Lord, the God of Israel, has said of this town, about which you say,
It is given into the hands of the king of Babylon by the sword and by need of food and by
disease: 37 See, I will get them together from all the countries where I have sent them in
my wrath and in the heat of my passion and in my bitter feeling; and I will let them come
back into this place where they may take their rest safely. 38And they will be my people,
and I will be their God: 39And I will give them one heart and one way, so that they may go
on in the worship of me for ever, for their good and the good of their children after them:
40And Iwillmake an eternal agreementwith them, that Iwill never give themup, but ever
do them good; and I will put the fear of me in their hearts, so that they will not go away
from me. 41And truly, I will take pleasure in doing them good, and all my heart and soul
will be given to planting them in this land in good faith. 42For the Lord has said: As I have
made all this great evil come on this people, so Iwill send on themall the goodwhich I said
about them. 43And therewill be trading in fields in this land ofwhich you say, It is awaste,
withoutman or beast; it is given into the hands of the Chaldaeans. 44Menwill get fields for
money, and put the business in writing, stamping the papers and having themwitnessed,
in the land of Benjamin and in the country round Jerusalem and in the towns of Judah and
in the towns of the hill-country and in the towns of the lowland and in the towns of the
South: for I will let their fate be changed, says the Lord.

33
1Then theword of the Lord came to Jeremiah the second time, while hewas still shut up

in theplace of the armedwatchmen, saying, 2These are thewords of theLord,who is doing
it, the Lord who is forming it, to make it certain; the Lord is his name; 3Let your cry come
tome, and Iwill give you an answer, and let you see great things and secret things ofwhich
you had no knowledge. 4 For this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, has said about the
houses of this town and the houses of the kings of Judah, which have been broken down
to make earthworks and ... ; 5 ... and to make them full of the dead bodies of men whom I
have put to death in my wrath and in my passion, and because of whose evil-doing I have
kept my face covered from this town. 6 See, I will make it healthy and well again, I will
even make them well; I will let them see peace and good faith in full measure. 7 And I
will let the fate of Judah and of Israel be changed, building them up as at first. 8And I will
make them clean from all their sin, with which they have been sinning against me; I will
have forgiveness for all their sins,withwhich theyhavebeen sinning againstme, andwith
which they have done evil against me. 9And this town will be to me for a name of joy, for
a praise and a glory before all the nations of the earth, who, hearing of all the good which
I am doing for them, will be shakingwith fear because of all the good and the peacewhich
I am doing for it. 10 This is what the Lord has said: There will again be sounding in this
place, of which you say, It is a waste, without man andwithout beast; even in the towns of
Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem which are waste and unpeopled, without man and
without beast, 11Happy sounds, the voice of joy, the voice of the newly-married man and
the voice of the bride, the voices of thosewho say, Give praise to the Lord of armies, for the
Lord is good, for his mercy is unchanging for ever: the voices of those who go with praise
into the house of the Lord. For I will let the land come back to its first condition, says the
Lord. 12 This is what the Lord of armies has said: Again there will be in this place, which
is a waste, without man and without beast, and in all its towns, a resting-place where the
keepers of sheep will make their flocks take rest. 13 In the towns of the hill-country, in the
towns of the lowland, and in the towns of the South and in the land of Benjamin and in the
country round Jerusalemand in the townsof Judah, theflockswill again gounder thehand
of him who is numbering them, says the Lord. 14 See, the days are coming, says the Lord,
when Iwill give effect to the goodwordwhich I have said about the people of Israel and the
people of Judah. 15 In those days and at that time, I will let a Branch of righteousness come
up for David; and he will be a judge in righteousness in the land. 16 In those days, Judah
will have salvation and Jerusalemwill be safe: and this is the namewhich will be given to
her: The Lord is our righteousness. 17For the Lord has said, David will never be without a
man to take his place on the seat of the kingdomof Israel; 18And the priests and the Levites
will never be without a man to come before me, offering burned offerings and perfumes
andmeal offerings and offerings of beasts at all times. 19And theword of the Lord came to
Jeremiah, saying, 20The Lord has said: If it is possible formy agreement of the day and the
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night to be broken, so that day and night no longer come at their fixed times, 21 Then my
agreement with my servant David may be broken, so that he no longer has a son to take
his place on the seat of the kingdom; and my agreement with the Levites, the priests, my
servants. 22As it is not possible for the army of heaven to be numbered, or the sand of the
sea measured, so will I make the seed of my servant David, and the Levites my servants.
23And theword of the Lord came to Jeremiah, saying, 24Have you taken note ofwhat these
people have said, The two families, which the Lord took for himself, he has given up? This
they say, looking downonmypeople as being, in their eyes, no longer a nation. 25The Lord
has said, If I have not made day and night, and if the limits of heaven and earth have not
beenfixedbyme, 26Then Iwill giveupcaring for the seedof JacobandofDavidmyservant,
so that I will not take of his seed to be rulers over the seed of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob:
for I will let their fate be changed andwill havemercy on them.

34
1 The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord, when Nebuchadrezzar, king of

Babylon, and all his army, and all the kingdoms of the earth which were under his rule,
and all the peoples, were fighting against Jerusalem and all its towns, saying, 2 The Lord,
the God of Israel, has said, Go and say to Zedekiah, king of Judah, This is what the Lord
has said: See, I will give this town into the hands of the king of Babylon, and he will have
it burned with fire: 3And you will not get away from him, but will certainly be taken and
given up into his hands; and you will see the king of Babylon, eye to eye, and he will have
talk with you, mouth to mouth, and you will go to Babylon. 4 But give ear to the word of
the Lord, O Zedekiah, king of Judah; this is what the Lord has said about you: Death will
not come to you by the sword: 5 You will come to your end in peace; and such burnings
as they made for your fathers, the earlier kings before you, will be made for you; and
they will be weeping for you and saying, Ah lord! for I have said the word, says the Lord.
6Then Jeremiah the prophet said all these things to Zedekiah, king of Judah, in Jerusalem,
7When the army of the king of Babylon was fighting against Jerusalem and against all the
towns of Judah which had not been taken, against Lachish and against Azekah; for these
were the last of the walled towns of Judah. 8 The word which came to Jeremiah from the
Lord, after King Zedekiah hadmade an agreementwith all the people in Jerusalem, to give
news in public that servants were to bemade free; 9That everymanwas to let his Hebrew
man-servant and his Hebrew servant-girl go free; so that no one might make use of a Jew,
his countryman, as a servant: 10And this was done by all the rulers and the people who
had taken part in the agreement, and every one let his man-servant and his servant-girl
go free, not to be used as servants any longer; they did so, and let them go. 11 But later,
they took back again the servants and the servant-girls whom they had let go free, and put
them again under the yoke as servants and servant-girls. 12 For this reason the word of
the Lord came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, 13The Lord, the God of Israel, has said, I
made an agreement with your fathers on the daywhen I took them out of Egypt, out of the
prison-house, saying, 14 At the end of seven years every man is to let go his countryman
who is a Hebrew, who has become yours for a price and has been your servant for six
years; you are to let him go free: but your fathers gave no attention and did not give ear.
15And now, turning away from evil, you had donewhat is right inmy eyes, giving a public
undertaking for every man to make his neighbour free; and you had made an agreement
before me in the house which is named by my name: 16But again you have put shame on
myname, and youhave takenback, every one hisman-servant andhis servant-girl, whom
you had sent away free, and you have put them under the yoke again to be your servants
and servant-girls. 17Andso theLordhas said, Youhavenot givenear tomeandundertaken
publicly, every man to let loose his countryman and his neighbour: see, I undertake to let
loose against you the sword and disease and need of food; and I will send you wandering
among all the kingdoms of the earth. 18 And I will give the men who have gone against
my agreement and have not given effect to the words of the agreement which they made
beforeme,when theoxwascut in twoand theywentbetween thepartsof it, 19Therulersof
Judah and the rulers of Jerusalem, the unsexed servants and the priests and all the people
of the landwhowent between the parts of the ox, 20Even these Iwill give up into the hands
of their haters and into the hands of those who have designs against their lives: and their
dead bodies will become food for the birds of heaven and the beasts of the earth. 21And
Zedekiah, king of Judah, and his rulers I will give into the hands of their haters and into
the hands of those who have designs against their lives, and into the hands of the king of
Babylon's army which has gone away from you. 22 See, I will give orders, says the Lord,
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andmake them come back to this town; and they will make war on it and take it and have
it burned with fire: and I will make the towns of Judah waste and unpeopled.

35
1 The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord, in the days of Jehoiakim, the son of

Josiah, kingof Judah, saying, 2Go into thehouseof theRechabites, andhave talkwith them,
and take them into thehouse of theLord, into one of the rooms, and give themwine. 3Then
I took Jaazaniah, the son of Jeremiah, the son of Habazziniah, and his brothers and all his
sons and all the Rechabites; 4And I took them into the house of the Lord, into the room of
the sons of Hanan, the son of Igdaliah, the man of God, which was near the rulers' room,
which was over the room of Maaseiah, the son of Shallum, the keeper of the door; 5And I
put before the sons of the Rechabites basins full of wine and cups, and I said to them, Take
somewine. 6But they said,Wewill take nowine: for Jonadab, the son of Rechab our father,
gave us orders, saying, You are to take no wine, you or your sons, for ever: 7And you are
to make no houses, or put in seed, or get vine-gardens planted, or have any: but all your
days you are to go on living in tents, so that you may have a long life in the land where
you are living as in a strange country. 8And we have kept the rules of Jonadab, the son of
Rechab our father, in everything which he gave us orders to do, drinking no wine all our
days,weandourwives andour sonsandourdaughters; 9Buildingnohouses for ourselves,
havingnovine-gardens orfields or seed: 10Butwehavebeen living in tents, andhavedone
everything which Jonadab our father gave us orders to do. 11But when Nebuchadrezzar,
king of Babylon, came up into the land, we said, Come, let us go to Jerusalem, away from
the army of the Chaldaeans and from the army of the Aramaeans: and so we are living in
Jerusalem. 12Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, saying, 13This is what the Lord
of armies, the God of Israel, has said: Go and say to the men of Judah and the people of
Jerusalem, Is there no hope of teaching you to give ear to my words? says the Lord. 14The
orders which Jonadab, the son of Rechab, gave to his sons to take no wine, are done, and
to this day they take no wine, for they do the orders of their father: but I have sent my
words to you, getting up early and sending them, and you have not given ear tome. 15And
I have sent you all my servants the prophets, getting up early and sending them, saying,
Come back, now, every man from his evil way, and do better, and go not after other gods
to become their servants, and you will go on living in the land which I have given to you
and to your fathers: but your ears have not been open, and you have not given attention to
me. 16Though the sons of Jonadab the son of Rechab have done the orders of their father
which he gave them, this people has not given ear to me: 17 For this reason the Lord, the
God of armies, the God of Israel, has said, See, I will send on Judah and on all the people of
Jerusalemall the evilwhich I said Iwoulddo to them: because I sentmywords to them, but
they did not give ear; crying out to them, but they gave no answer. 18But to the Rechabites
Jeremiah said, This is what the Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has said: Because you
have done the orders of Jonadab your father, and have kept his rules, and done everything
as he gave you orders to do it; 19 For this reason the Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has
said, Jonadab, the son of Rechab, will never be without a man to take his place before me.

36
1Now it came about in the fourth year of Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah, king of Judah, that

this word came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, 2Take a book and put down in it all the
words I have said to you against Israel and against Judah and against all the nations, from
the day when my word came to you in the days of Josiah till this day. 3 It may be that the
people of Judah, hearing of all the evil which it ismy purpose to do to them,will be turned,
every man from his evil ways; so that they may have my forgiveness for their evil-doing
and their sin. 4 Then Jeremiah sent for Baruch, the son of Neriah; and Baruch took down
from the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the Lord which he had said to him, writing
them in a book. 5And Jeremiah gave orders to Baruch, saying, I am shut up, and am not
able to go into the house of the Lord: 6So you are to go, reading there from the book, which
youhave takendown frommymouth, thewords of theLord, in thehearingof thepeople in
the Lord's house, on a day when they go without food, and in the hearing of all the men of
Judahwhohavecomeout fromtheir towns. 7 Itmaybe that theirprayer forgracewill goup
to theLord, and that everymanwill be turned fromhis evilways: for great is thewrathand
the passion made clear by the Lord against this people. 8And Baruch, the son of Neriah,
did as Jeremiah the prophet gave him orders to do, reading from the book the words of
the Lord in the Lord's house. 9Now it came about in the fifth year of Jehoiakim, the son of
Josiah, king of Judah, in theninthmonth, that itwas givenout publicly that all thepeople in
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Jerusalem, andall thepeoplewhocame fromthe townsof Judah to Jerusalem,were tokeep
from food before the Lord. 10Then Baruch gave a public reading of the words of Jeremiah
from the book, in the house of the Lord, in the room of Gemariah, the son of Shaphan the
scribe, in the higher square, as one goes in by the new doorway of the Lord's house, in the
hearing of all the people. 11And Micaiah, the son of Gemariah, the son of Shaphan, after
hearing all the words of the Lord from the book, 12Went down to the king's house, to the
scribe's room: and all the rulers were seated there, Elishama the scribe and Delaiah, the
son of Shemaiah, and Elnathan, the son of Achbor, and Gemariah, the son of Shaphan, and
Zedekiah, the son ofHananiah, and all the rulers. 13ThenMicaiah gave themanaccount of
all thewordswhich had come to his earswhenBaruchwas reading the book to the people.
14So all the rulers sent Jehudi, the son ofNethaniah, the son of Shelemiah, the son of Cushi,
to Baruch, saying, Take in your hand the book from which you have been reading to the
people and come. So Baruch, the son of Neriah, took the book in his hand and came down
to them. 15Then they said to him, Be seated now, and give us a reading from it. So Baruch
did so, reading it to them. 16Now it came about that, after hearing all the words, they said
to one another in fear,Wewill certainly give the king an account of all thesewords. 17And
questioning Baruch, they said, Say now, how did you put all these words down in writing
fromhismouth? 18ThenBaruch, answering, said, He said all these things tomebyword of
mouth, and I put themdownwith ink in the book. 19Then the rulers said to Baruch, Go and
put yourself in a safe place, you and Jeremiah, and let no man have knowledge of where
you are. 20Then they went into the open square to the king; but the book they put away in
the room of Elishama the scribe; and they gave the king an account of all the words. 21 So
the king sent Jehudi to get the book, and he took it from the room of Elishama the scribe.
And Jehudi gave a reading of it in the hearing of the king and all the rulerswhowere by the
king's side. 22Now the king was seated in the winter house, and a fire was burning in the
fireplace in front of him. 23And it came about that whenever Jehudi, in his reading, had
got through three or four divisions, the king, cutting themwith his penknife, put them into
thefire, till all the bookwasburnedup in thefirewhichwasburning in thefireplace. 24But
theyhadno fear andgaveno signs of grief, not the king or anyof his servants, after hearing
all these words. 25And Elnathan and Delaiah and Gemariah hadmade a strong request to
the king not to let the book be burned, but he would not give ear to them. 26And the king
gave orders to Jerahmeel, the king's son, and Seraiah, the son of Azriel, and Shelemiah, the
son of Abdeel, to take Baruch the scribe and Jeremiah the prophet: but the Lord kept them
safe. 27 Then after the book, in which Baruch had put down the words of Jeremiah, had
been burned by the king, the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, saying, 28 Take another
book and put down in it all the words which were in the first book, which Jehoiakim, king
of Judah, put into thefire. 29Andabout Jehoiakim, kingof Judah, youare to say, This iswhat
the Lord has said: You have put this book into the fire, saying, Why have you put in it that
the king of Babylonwill certainly come, causing the destruction of this land andputting an
end to everyman and beast in it? 30For this reason the Lord has said of Jehoiakim, king of
Judah, He will have no son to take his place on the seat of David: his dead body will be put
out to undergo the heat of the day and the cold of the night. 31And I will send punishment
on him and on his seed and on his servants for their evil-doing; I will send on them and
on the people of Jerusalem and the men of Judah, all the evil which I said against them,
but they did not give ear. 32 Then Jeremiah took another book, and gave it to Baruch the
scribe, the son of Neriah, who put down in it, from themouth of Jeremiah, all thewords of
the bookwhich had been burned in the fire by Jehoiakim, king of Judah: and in addition a
number of other words of the same sort.

37
1And Zedekiah, the son of Josiah, became king in place of Coniah, the son of Jehoiakim,

whom Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, made king in the land of Judah. 2But he and his
servants and the people of the land did not give ear to thewords of the Lordwhich he said
by Jeremiah the prophet. 3And Zedekiah the king sent Jehucal, the son of Shelemiah, and
Zephaniah, the son of Maaseiah the priest, to the prophet Jeremiah, saying, Make prayer
now to the Lord our God for us. 4 (Now Jeremiah was going about among the people, for
they had not put him in prison. 5 And Pharaoh's army had come out from Egypt: and
the Chaldaeans, who were attacking Jerusalem, hearing news of them, went away from
Jerusalem.) 6Then the word of the Lord came to the prophet Jeremiah, saying, 7The Lord,
the God of Israel, has said: This is what you are to say to the king of Judah who sent you
to get directions from me: See, Pharaoh's army, which has come out to your help, will go
back to Egypt, to their land. 8 And the Chaldaeans will come back again and make war
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against this town and they will take it and put it on fire. 9The Lord has said, Have no false
hopes, saying to yourselves, The Chaldaeans will go away from us: for they will not go
away. 10For even if you had overcome all the army of the Chaldaeans fighting against you,
and there were only woundedmen among them, still they would get up, every man in his
tent, and put this town onfire. 11And it came about thatwhen the Chaldaean army outside
Jerusalem had gone away for fear of Pharaoh's army, 12 Jeremiahwent out of Jerusalem to
go into the land of Benjamin, with the purpose of taking up his heritage there among the
people. 13But when he was at the Benjamin door, a captain of the watch named Irijah, the
son of Shelemiah, the son ofHananiah, whowas stationed there, put his hand on Jeremiah
the prophet, saying, You are going to give yourself up to the Chaldaeans. 14Then Jeremiah
said, That is not true; I am not going to the Chaldaeans. But he would not give ear to him:
so Irijahmade him prisoner and took him to the rulers. 15And the rulers were angry with
Jeremiah, and gave him blows and put him in prison in the house of Jonathan the scribe:
for they had made that the prison. 16 So Jeremiah came into the hole of the prison, under
the arches, and was there for a long time. 17 Then King Zedekiah sent and got him out:
and the king, questioning him secretly in his house, said, Is there anyword from the Lord?
And Jeremiah said, There is. Then he said, You will be given up into the hands of the king
of Babylon. 18 Then Jeremiah said to King Zedekiah, What has been my sin against you
or against your servants or against this people, that you have put me in prison? 19Where
noware your prophetswho said to you, The king of Babylonwill not come against you and
against this land? 20And now be pleased to give ear, O my lord the king; let my prayer for
help come before you, and do notmakeme go back to the house of Jonathan the scribe, for
fear that Imay come tomydeath there. 21Thenby the order of Zedekiah the king, Jeremiah
wasput into theplaceof thearmedwatchmen, and theygavehimeverydayacakeofbread
from the street of the bread-makers, till all the bread in the townwas used up. So Jeremiah
was kept in the place of the armedwatchmen.

38
1 Now it came to the ears of Shephatiah, the son of Mattan, and Gedaliah, the son of

Pashhur, and Jucal, the son of Shelemiah, and Pashhur, the son of Malchiah, that Jeremiah
had said to all the people, 2 These are the words of the Lord: Whoever goes on living in
this town will come to his death by the sword or through need of food or by disease: but
whoever goes out to the Chaldaeanswill keep his life out of the power of the attackers and
be safe. 3 The Lord has said, This town will certainly be given into the hands of the army
of the king of Babylon, and he will take it. 4 Then the rulers said to the king, Let this man
be put to death, because he is putting fear into the hearts of the men of war who are still
in the town, and into the hearts of the people, by saying such things to them: this man is
not working for the well-being of the people, but for their damage. 5 Then Zedekiah the
king said, See, he is in your hands: for the king was not able to do anything against them.
6 So they took Jeremiah and put him into the water-hole of Malchiah, the king's son, in the
place of the armed watchmen: and they let Jeremiah down with cords. And in the hole
there was no water, but wet earth: and Jeremiah went down into the wet earth. 7 Now
it came to the ears of Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, an unsexed servant in the king's house,
that they had put Jeremiah into the water-hole; the king at that time being seated in the
doorway of Benjamin: 8And Ebed-melech went out from the king's house and said to the
king, 9My lord the king, these men have done evil in all they have done to Jeremiah the
prophet, whom they have put into the water-hole; and he will come to his death in the
placewhere he is through need of food: for there is nomore bread in the town. 10Then the
king gave orders to Ebed-melech theEthiopian, saying, Takewith you threemen fromhere
andget Jeremiahout of thewater-hole before death overtakeshim. 11SoEbed-melech took
themenwith him andwent into the house of the king, to the place where the clothingwas
kept, and got from there old clothing and bits of old cloth, and let them down by cords into
the water-hole where Jeremiah was. 12And Ebed-melech the Ethiopian said to Jeremiah,
Put these bits of old cloth under your arms under the cords. And Jeremiah did so. 13 So
pulling Jeremiah up with the cords they got him out of the water-hole: and Jeremiah was
kept in the place of the armed watchmen. 14 Then King Zedekiah sent for Jeremiah the
prophet and took him into the rulers' doorway in the house of the Lord: and the king said
to Jeremiah, I have a question to put to you; keep nothing back fromme. 15Then Jeremiah
said to Zedekiah, If I give you the answer to your question, will you not certainly putme to
death? and if Imake a suggestion to you, youwill not give it a hearing. 16So King Zedekiah
gave his oath to Jeremiah secretly, saying, By the living Lord, who gave us our life, I will
not put you to death, or give you up to thesemenwho are desiring to take your life. 17Then
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Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, These are the words of the Lord, the God of armies, the God of
Israel: If you go out to the king of Babylon's captains, then youwill have life, and the town
will not be burnedwith fire, and you and your familywill be kept fromdeath: 18But if you
do not go out to the king of Babylon's captains, then this townwill be given into the hands
of the Chaldaeans and they will put it on fire, and youwill not get away from them. 19And
King Zedekiah said to Jeremiah, I am troubled on account of the Jews who have gone over
to theChaldaeans, for fear that theymaygivemeup to themand theywill putme to shame.
20But Jeremiah said, Theywill not give you up: be guided now by theword of the Lord as I
have given it to you, and it will be well for you, and youwill keep your life. 21But if you do
not go out, this is what the Lord has made clear to me: 22 See, all the rest of the women in
the house of the king of Judahwill be taken out to the king of Babylon's captains, and these
womenwill say, Your nearest friends have been false to you andhave got the better of you:
they havemade your feet go deep into the wet earth, and they are turned away back from
you. 23And theywill take all yourwives and your children out to the Chaldaeans: and you
will not get away out of their hands, but will be taken by the hands of the king of Babylon:
and this townwill be burnedwithfire. 24ThenZedekiah said to Jeremiah, Let nomanhave
knowledge of these words, and youwill not be put to death. 25But if it comes to the ears of
the rulers that I have been talking with you, and they come and say to you, Give us word
nowofwhat you have said to the king andwhat the king said to you, keeping nothing back
and we will not put you to death; 26 Then you are to say to them, I made my request to
the king, that he would not send me back to my death in Jonathan's house. 27Then all the
rulers came to Jeremiah, questioning him: and he gave them an answer in the words the
king had given him orders to say. So they said nothing more to him; for the thing was not
madepublic. 28So Jeremiahwas kept in the place of the armedwatchmen till the daywhen
Jerusalemwas taken.

39
1And it came about, thatwhen Jerusalemwas taken, (in the ninth year of Zedekiah, king

of Judah, in the tenth month, Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, with all his army, came
against Jerusalem, shutting it in on every side; 2 In the eleventh year of Zedekiah, in the
fourthmonth, on the ninth day of themonth, the townwas broken into:) 3All the captains
of the king of Babylon came in and took their places in the middle doorway of the town,
Nergal-shar-ezer, ruler of Sin-magir, the Rabmag, and Nebushazban, the Rab-saris, and all
the captains of the king of Babylon. 4And when Zedekiah, king of Judah, and all the men
of war saw it, they went in flight from the town by night, by the way of the king's garden,
through the doorway between the two walls: and they went out by the Arabah. 5But the
Chaldaean army went after them and overtook Zedekiah in the lowlands of Jericho: and
they made him a prisoner and took him up to Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, to Riblah
in the land of Hamath, to be judged by him. 6 Then the king of Babylon put the sons of
Zedekiah to death before his eyes in Riblah: and the king of Babylon put to death all the
great men of Judah. 7 And more than this, he put out Zedekiah's eyes, and had him put
in chains to take him away to Babylon. 8And the Chaldaeans put the king's house on fire,
as well as the houses of the people, and had the walls of Jerusalem broken down. 9 Then
Nebuzaradan, the captain of the armed men, took away to Babylon as prisoners, all the
rest of theworkmenwhowere still in the town, aswell as thosewho had given themselves
up to him, and all the rest of the people. 10 But Nebuzaradan, the captain of the armed
men, let the poorest of the people, who had nothing whatever, go on living in the land of
Judah, and gave them vine-gardens and fields at the same time. 11Now Nebuchadrezzar,
king of Babylon, gave orders about Jeremiah to Nebuzaradan, the captain of the armed
men, saying, 12Take him and keep an eye on him and see that no evil comes to him; but do
with himwhatever he says to you. 13 So Nebuzaradan, the captain of the armedmen, sent
Nebushazban, the Rab-saris, and Nergal-shar-ezer, the Rabmag, and all the chief captains
of thekingofBabylon, 14And they sent and took Jeremiahout of theplaceof thewatchmen,
and gave him into the care of Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, to take him
to his house: so he was living among the people. 15 Now the word of the Lord came to
Jeremiah while he was shut up in the place of the armed watchmen, saying, 16Go and say
to Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, This is what the Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has said:
See, mywordswill come true for this town, for evil and not for good: theywill come about
before your eyes on that day. 17But I will keep you safe on that day, says the Lord: youwill
not be given into the hands of themenyou are fearing. 18For Iwill certainly let you go free,
and you will not be put to the sword, but your life will be given to you out of the hands of
your attackers: because you have put your faith inme, says the Lord.
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40
1Thewordwhich came to Jeremiah from theLord, afterNebuzaradan, the captain of the

armed men, had let him go from Ramah, when he had taken him; for he had been put in
chains, among all the prisoners of Jerusalemand Judahwhowere taken away prisoners to
Babylon. 2And the captain of the armedmen took Jeremiah and said to him, TheLord your
God gave word of the evil which was to come on this place: 3 ***and the Lord has made it
come, and has done as he said; because of your sin against the Lord in not giving ear to his
voice; and that iswhy this thing has comeon you. 4Nowsee, this day I am freeing you from
the chains which are on your hands. If it seems good to you to come with me to Babylon,
then come, and I will keep an eye on you; but if it does not seem good to you to come with
me to Babylon, then do not come: see, all the land is before you; if it seems good and right
to you to go on living in the land, 5 Then go back to Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam, the son
of Shaphan, whom the king of Babylon hasmade ruler over the towns of Judah, andmake
your living-placewithhimamong the people; or gowherever it seems right to you to go. So
the captain of the armedmengavehim food and somemoney and let himgo. 6So Jeremiah
went toGedaliah, the sonofAhikam, inMizpah, andwas livingwithhimamong thepeople
who were still in the land. 7Nowwhen it came to the ears of all the captains of the forces
whowere in the field, and their men, that the king of Babylon hadmade Gedaliah, the son
of Ahikam, ruler in the land, andhadput under his care themenandwomenand children,
all thepoorest of the land, thosewhohadnotbeen takenaway toBabylon; 8Then theycame
toGedaliah inMizpah, even Ishmael, the sonofNethaniah, and Johanan, the sonofKareah,
and Seraiah, the son of Tanhumeth, and the sons of Ephai the Netophathite, and Jezaniah,
the son of the Maacathite, they and their men. 9And Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam, the son
of Shaphan, took an oath to them and their men, saying, Have no fear of the servants of
the Chaldaeans: go on living in the land, and become the servants of the king of Babylon,
and all will be well. 10As for me, I will be living in Mizpah as your representative before
the Chaldaeans who come to us: but you are to get in your wine and summer fruits and
oil and put them in your vessels, andmake living-places for yourselves in the townswhich
you have taken. 11 In the same way, when all the Jews who were in Moab and among the
childrenofAmmonand inEdomand inall the countries, hadnews that thekingofBabylon
had let Judah keep some of its people and that he had put over them Gedaliah, the son of
Ahikam, the son of Shaphan; 12 Then all the Jews came back from all the places to which
they had gone in flight, and came to the land of Judah, to Gedaliah, to Mizpah, and got in
a great store of wine and summer fruit. 13 Now Johanan, the son of Kareah, and all the
captains of the forces which were in the field, came to Gedaliah in Mizpah, 14And said to
him, Has it come to your knowledge that Baalis, the king of the children of Ammon, has
sent Ishmael, the son of Nethaniah, to take your life? But Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam, put
no faith in what they said. 15Then Johanan, the son of Kareah, said to Gedaliah in Mizpah
secretly, Let me now go and put Ishmael, the son of Nethaniah, to death without anyone's
knowledge: why let him take your life so that all the Jews who have come together to you
may be sent in flight, and the rest of themen of Judah come to an end? 16But Gedaliah, the
son of Ahikam, said to Johanan, the son of Kareah, You are not to do this: for what you say
about Ishmael is false.

41
1Now it came about in the seventh month that Ishmael, the son of Nethaniah, the son

of Elishama, of the king's seed, having with him ten men, came to Gedaliah, the son of
Ahikam, in Mizpah; and they had a meal together in Mizpah. 2 Then Ishmael, the son of
Nethaniah, and the tenmenwhowerewith him, got up, and attacking Gedaliah, the son of
Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, with the sword, put to death him whom the king of Babylon
hadmade ruler over the land. 3And Ishmael put to death all the Jews whowere with him,
even with Gedaliah, at Mizpah, and the Chaldaean men of war. 4Now on the second day
after he had put Gedaliah to death, when no one had knowledge of it, 5 Some people came
from Shechem, from Shiloh and Samaria, eighty men, with the hair of their faces cut off
and their clothing out of order, and with cuts on their bodies, and in their hands meal
offerings and perfumes which they were taking to the house of the Lord. 6And Ishmael,
the son of Nethaniah, went out from Mizpah with the purpose of meeting them, weeping
on his way: and it came about that when he was face to face with them he said, Come to
Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam. 7And when they came inside the town, Ishmael, the son of
Nethaniah, and the men who were with him, put them to death and put their bodies into
a deep hole. 8But there were ten men among them who said to Ishmael, Do not put us to
death, for we have secret stores, in the country, of grain and oil and honey. So he did not
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put them to death with their countrymen. 9Now the hole into which Ishmael had put the
dead bodies of the men whom he had put to death, was the great hole which Asa the king
hadmade for fear of Baasha, king of Israel: and Ishmael, the son of Nethaniah,made it full
of the bodies of those who had been put to death. 10Then Ishmael took away as prisoners
all the rest of the people who were in Mizpah, the king's daughters and all the people still
in Mizpah, whom Nebuzaradan, the captain of the armed men, had put under the care of
Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam: Ishmael, the son of Nethaniah, took them away prisoners
with the purpose of going over to the children of Ammon. 11But when Johanan, the son of
Kareah, and all the captains of the armed forces who were with him, had news of all the
evil which Ishmael, the son of Nethaniah, had done, 12 They took their men and went out
tomakewar on Ishmael, the son of Nethaniah, and they came face to face with him by the
great waters in Gibeon. 13Nowwhen all the people who were with Ishmael saw Johanan,
the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces with him, then they were glad. 14And
all thepeoplewhomIshmael had takenawayprisoners fromMizpah, turning round, came
back and went to Johanan, the son of Kareah. 15 But Ishmael, the son of Nethaniah, got
away from Johanan,with eightmen, andwent to the children of Ammon. 16Then Johanan,
the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces who were with him, took all the rest
of the people whom Ishmael, the son of Nethaniah, had made prisoners, after he had put
to death Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam, the people fromMizpah, that is, themen of war and
thewomen and the children and the unsexed servants, whomhe had taken backwith him
from Gibeon: 17 And they went and were living in the resting-place of Chimham, which
is near Beth-lehem on the way into Egypt, 18Because of the Chaldaeans: for they were in
fear of them because Ishmael, the son of Nethaniah, had put to death Gedaliah, the son of
Ahikam, whom the king of Babylon hadmade ruler over the land.

42
1 Then all the captains of the forces, and Johanan, the son of Kareah, and Jezaniah, the

son of Hoshaiah, and all the people from the least to the greatest, came near, 2And said to
Jeremiah theprophet, Let our request comebefore you, andmakeprayer for us to theLord
your God, even for this small band of us; for we are only a small band out of what was a
great number, as your eyesmay see: 3That theLordyourGodmaymake clear tous theway
in which we are to go and what we are to do. 4 Then Jeremiah the prophet said to them, I
have given ear to you; see, I willmake prayer to the Lord your God, as you have said; and it
will be that, whatever the Lordmay say in answer to you, Iwill give youword of it, keeping
nothing back. 5 Then they said to Jeremiah, May the Lord be a true witness against us in
good faith, if we do not do everything which the Lord your God sends you to say to us. 6 If
it is good or if it is evil, wewill be guided by the voice of the Lord our God, to whomwe are
sending you; so that itmaybewell for uswhenwegive ear to the voice of the Lord ourGod.
7And it cameabout that after tendays thewordof theLord came to Jeremiah. 8Andhe sent
for Johanan, the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces who were still with him,
and all the people, from the least to the greatest, 9And said to them, These are thewords of
the Lord, the God of Israel, to whom you sent me to put your request before him: 10 If you
still go on living in the land, then I will go on building you up and not pulling you down,
planting you andnot uprooting you: formypurpose of doing evil to youhas been changed.
11Have no fear of the king of Babylon, of whom you are now in fear; have no fear of him,
says the Lord: for I amwith you to keep you safe and to give you salvation from his hands.
12And I will have mercy on you, so that he may have mercy on you and let you go back to
your land. 13But if you say, We have no desire to go on living in this land; and do not give
ear to the voice of the Lord your God, 14 Saying, No, but we will go into the land of Egypt,
wherewewill not seewar, or be hearing the sound of the horn, or be in need of food; there
we will make our living-place; 15 Then give ear now to the word of the Lord, O you last of
Judah: the Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has said, If yourminds are fixed on going into
Egypt and stopping there; 16Then it will come about that the sword, which is the cause of
your fear, will overtake you there in the land of Egypt, and need of food, which you are
fearing, will go after you there in Egypt; and there death will come to you. 17 Such will be
the fate of all themenwhoseminds are fixed on going into Egypt and stopping there; they
will come to their end by the sword, by being short of food, and by disease: not one of them
will keep his life or get away from the evil which Iwill send on them. 18For this is what the
Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has said: Asmywrath and passion have been let loose on
the people of Jerusalem, sowillmypassion be let loose on youwhenyou go into Egypt: and
youwill become an oath and a cause ofwonder and a curse and a name of shame; and you
will never see this place again. 19The Lord has said about you, O last of Judah, Go not into
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Egypt: be certain that I have givenwitness to you this day. 20For youhave been actingwith
deceit in your hearts; for you sent me to the Lord your God, saying, Make prayer for us to
the Lord our God, and give us word of everything hemay say, andwewill do it. 21And this
day I have made it clear to you, and you have not given ear to the voice of the Lord your
God in anything forwhich he has sentme to you. 22And nowbe certain that youwill come
to your end by the sword and by being short of food and by disease, in the place to which
you are pleased to go for a living-place.

43
1And it came about that when Jeremiah had come to the end of giving all the people the

words of the Lord their God,which the Lord their God had sent him to say to them, even all
these words, 2Then Azariah, the son of Hoshaiah, and Johanan, the son of Kareah, and all
the men of pride, said to Jeremiah, You have said what is false: the Lord our God has not
sent you to say, You are not to go into the land of Egypt and make your living-place there:
3But Baruch, the son ofNeriah, ismoving you against us, to give us up into the hands of the
Chaldaeans so that theymay put us to death, and take us away prisoners into Babylon. 4So
Johanan, the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces, and all the people, did not
give ear to the order of the Lord that they were to go on living in the land of Judah. 5But
Johanan, the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces took all the rest of Judahwho
had come back into the land of Judah from all the nations where they had been forced to
go; 6Themen and thewomen and the children and the king's daughters, and every person
whom Nebuzaradan, the captain of the armed men, had put under the care of Gedaliah,
the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, and Jeremiah the prophet and Baruch, the son of
Neriah; 7 And they came into the land of Egypt; for they did not give ear to the voice of
the Lord: and they came to Tahpanhes. 8 Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah in
Tahpanhes, saying, 9Take in your hand some great stones, and put them in a safe place in
the paste in the brickwork which is at the way into Pharaoh's house in Tahpanhes, before
the eyes of themen of Judah; 10And say to them, This iswhat the Lord of armies, the God of
Israel, has said: See, I will send and takeNebuchadrezzar, the king of Babylon,my servant,
and hewill put the seat of his kingdomon these stoneswhich have been put in a safe place
herebyyou; andhis tentwill be stretchedover them. 11Andhewill comeandovercome the
land of Egypt; those who are for death will be put to death, those who are to be prisoners
will bemade prisoners, and thosewho are for the swordwill be given to the sword. 12And
he will put a fire in the houses of the gods of Egypt; and they will be burned by him: and
he will make Egypt clean as a keeper of sheepmakes clean his clothing; and he will go out
from there in peace. 13And the stone pillars of Beth-shemesh in the land of Egypt will be
broken by him, and the houses of the gods of Egypt burned with fire.

44
1 The word which came to Jeremiah about all the Jews who were living in the land of

Egypt, inMigdol and at Tahpanhes and atNoph and in the country of Pathros, saying, 2The
Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has said: You have seen all the evil which I have sent on
Jerusalem and on all the towns of Judah; and now, this day they are waste and unpeopled;
3Because of the evil which they have done, moving me to wrath by burning perfumes in
worship to other gods, whowere not their gods or yours or the gods of their fathers. 4And
I sent all my servants the prophets to you, getting up early and sending them, saying, Do
not do this disgusting thing which is hated by me. 5But they gave no attention, and their
ears were not open so that they might be turned from their evil-doing and from burning
perfume to other gods. 6Because of this, my passion andmywrathwere let loose, burning
in the towns of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem; and they arewaste and unpeopled as
at this day. 7 So now, the Lord, the God of armies, the God of Israel, has said, Why are you
doing this great evil against yourselves, causing every man and woman, little child and
baby at the breast among you in Judah to be cut off till not one is still living; 8Movingme to
wrath with the work of your hands, burning perfumes to other gods in the land of Egypt,
where youhave gone tomake a place for yourselves, so that youmaybecomea curse and a
nameof shameamong all the nations of the earth? 9Have younomemory of the evil-doing
of your fathers, and the evil-doing of the kings of Judah, and the evil-doing of their wives,
and the evil which you yourselves have done, and the evil which yourwives have done, in
the land of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem? 10 Even to this day their hearts are not
broken, and theyhaveno fear, andhavenot gone in thewayofmy laworofmy ruleswhich
I gave to you and to your fathers. 11So this iswhat the Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has
said: See, my face will be turned against you for evil, for the cutting off of all Judah; 12And
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I will take the last of Judah, whose minds are fixed on going into the land of Egypt and
stopping there, and theywill all come to their end, falling in the land of Egypt by the sword
and by being short of food and by disease; death will overtake them, from the least to the
greatest, death by the sword and by need of food: they will become an oath and a cause of
wonder and a curse and a name of shame. 13For I will send punishment on those who are
living in the land of Egypt, as I have sent punishment on Jerusalem, by the sword and by
need of food and by disease: 14So that not one of the rest of Judah, who have gone into the
land of Egypt and are living there, will get away or keep his life, to come back to the land
of Judah where they are hoping to come back and be living again: for not one will come
back, but only thosewho are able to get away. 15Then all themenwhohad knowledge that
their wives were burning perfumes to other gods, and all the womenwhowere present, a
great meeting, answering Jeremiah, said, 16As for the word which you have said to us in
the name of the Lord, we will not give ear to you. 17 But we will certainly do every word
which has gone out of ourmouths, burning perfumes to the queen of heaven and draining
out drink offerings to her as we did, we and our fathers and our kings and our rulers, in
the towns of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem: for then we had food enough and did
well and sawnoevil. 18But from the timewhenwegaveupburningperfumes to the queen
of heaven and draining out drink offerings to her, we have been in need of all things, and
have been wasted by the sword and by need of food. 19 And the women said, When we
were burning perfumes to the queen of heaven and draining out drink offerings to her,
did we make cakes in her image and give her our drink offerings without the knowledge
of our husbands? 20 Then Jeremiah said to all the people, to the men and women and all
the peoplewho had given him that answer, 21The perfumeswhich you have been burning
in the towns of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem, you and your fathers and your kings
and your rulers and the people of the land, had the Lord no memory of them, and did he
not keep them inmind? 22And the Lord was no longer able to put up with the evil of your
doings and thedisgusting things youdid; andbecause of this your landhasbecomeawaste
and a cause of wonder and a curse, with no one living in it, as at this day. 23Because you
have been burning perfumes, and sinning against the Lord, and have not given ear to the
voice of the Lord, or gone in the way of his law or his rules or his orders; for this reason
this evil has come on you, as it is today. 24 Further, Jeremiah said to all the people and all
the women, Give ear to the word of the Lord, all those of Judah who are living in Egypt:
25 This is what the Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has said: You women have said with
your mouths, and with your hands you have done what you said, We will certainly give
effect to the oaths we have made, to have perfumes burned to the queen of heaven and
drink offerings drained out to her: then give effect to your oaths and do them. 26And now
give ear to theword of the Lord, all you of Judahwho are living in the land of Egypt: Truly,
I have taken an oath by my great name, says the Lord, that my name is no longer to be
named in the mouth of any man of Judah in all the land of Egypt, saying, By the life of the
Lord God. 27 See, I am watching over them for evil and not for good: all the men of Judah
who are in the land of Egyptwill bewasted by the sword and by need of food till there is an
end of them. 28And thosewho get away safe from the swordwill come back from the land
of Egypt to the land of Judah, a very small number; and all the rest of Judah, who have
gone into the land of Egypt and are living there, will see whose word has effect, mine or
theirs. 29 And this will be the sign to you, says the Lord, that I will give you punishment
in this place, so that you may see that my words will certainly have effect against you for
evil: 30The Lord has said, See, I will give up PharaohHophra, king of Egypt, into the hands
of those who are fighting against him and desiring to take his life, as I gave Zedekiah, king
of Judah, into the hands of Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, his hater, who had designs
against his life.

45
1The words which Jeremiah the prophet said to Baruch, the son of Neriah, when he put

these words down in a book from the mouth of Jeremiah, in the fourth year of Jehoiakim,
the son of Josiah, king of Judah; he said, 2This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, has said
of you, O Baruch: 3You said, Sorrow ismine! for the Lord has givenme sorrow in addition
tomy pain; I am tiredwith the sound ofmy sorrow, and I get no rest. 4This is what you are
to say to him: The Lord has said, Truly, the building which I put up will be broken down,
and that whichwas planted bymewill be uprooted, and this through all the land; 5And as
for you, are you looking for great things for yourself? Have no desire for them: for truly I
will send evil on all flesh, says the Lord: but your life I will keep safe fromattackwherever
you go.
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46
1 The word of the Lord which came to Jeremiah the prophet about the nations. 2 Of

Egypt: about the army of Pharaoh-neco, king of Egypt, which was by the river Euphrates
in Carchemish, which Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, overcame in the fourth year of
Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah, king of Judah. 3Get out the breastplate and body-cover, and
come together to the fight. 4Make the horses ready, and get up, you horsemen, and take
your places with your head-dresses; make the spears sharp and put on the breastplates.
5What have I seen? they are overcome with fear and turned back; their men of war are
broken and have gone in flight, not looking back: fear is on every side, says the Lord.
6 Let not the quick-footed go in flight, or the man of war get away; on the north, by the
river Euphrates, they are slipping and falling. 7Who is this coming up like the Nile, whose
waters are lifting their heads like the rivers? 8 Egypt is coming up like the Nile, and his
waters are lifting their heads like the rivers, and he says, I will go up, covering the earth;
I will send destruction on the town and its people. 9Go up, you horses; go rushing on, you
carriages of war; go out, you men of war: Cush and Put, gripping the body-cover, and the
Ludim, with bent bows. 10 But that day is the day of the Lord, the Lord of armies, a day
of punishment when he will take payment from his haters: and the sword will have all
its desire, drinking their blood in full measure: for there is an offering to the Lord, the
Lord of armies, in the north country by the river Euphrates. 11Go up to Gilead and take
sweet oil, O virgin daughter of Egypt: there is no help in all yourmedical arts; nothingwill
make you well. 12 Your shame has come to the ears of the nations, and the earth is full of
your cry: for the strong man is falling against the strong, they have come down together.
13The word which the Lord said to Jeremiah the prophet, of howNebuchadrezzar, king of
Babylon,would comeandmakewar on the land of Egypt. 14Give thenews inMigdol,make
it public inNoph: say, Takeup your positions andmake yourselves ready; for on every side
of you the sword has made destruction. 15Why has Apis, your strong one, gone in flight?
he was not able to keep his place, because the Lord was forcing him down with strength.
16 ... are stopped in their going, they are falling; and they say one to another, Let us get up
and go back to our people, to the land of our birth, away from the cruel sword. 17Give a
name to Pharaoh, king of Egypt: A noise who has let the time go by. 18By my life, says the
King, whose name is the Lord of armies, truly, like Tabor among the mountains and like
Carmel by the sea, so will he come. 19O daughter living in Egypt, make ready the vessels
of a prisoner: for Noph will become a waste, it will be burned up and become unpeopled.
20 Egypt is a fair young cow; but a biting insect has come on her out of the north. 21And
those who were her fighters for payment are like fat oxen; for they are turned back, they
have gone in flight together, they do not keep their place: for the day of their fate has come
on them, the time of their punishment. 22 Shemakes a sound like the hiss of a snake when
they come on with strength; they go against her with axes, like wood-cutters. 23They will
be cuttingdownherwoods, for theymaynot be searchedout; because theyare like locusts,
more than may be numbered. 24 The daughter of Egypt will be put to shame; she will be
given up into the hands of the people of the north. 25The Lord of armies, the God of Israel,
has said: See, Iwill send punishment onAmonofNo and onPharaoh and on thosewhoput
their faith inhim; 26And Iwill give themup into thehandsof thosewhowill take their lives,
and into the hands of Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, and into the hands of his servants:
and later, it will be peopled as in the past, says the Lord. 27 But have no fear, O Jacob, my
servant, and donot be troubled, O Israel: for see, Iwillmake you comeback from far away,
and your seed from the landwhere they are prisoners; and Jacobwill come back, andwill
be quiet and in peace, and no onewill give him cause for fear. 28Have no fear, O Jacob, my
servant, says the Lord; for I am with you: for I will put an end to all the nations where I
have sent you, but I will not put an end to you completely: thoughwithwise purpose I will
put right your errors, and will not let you go quite without punishment.

47
1Theword of the Lordwhich came to Jeremiah the prophet about the Philistines, before

Pharaoh's attack onGaza. 2This iswhat the Lordhas said: See,waters are comingup out of
the north, andwill becomeanoverflowing stream, overflowing the land and everything in
it, the town and thosewho are living in it; andmenwill give a cry, and all the people of the
land will be crying out in pain. 3At the noise of the stamping of the feet of his war-horses,
at the rushing of his carriages and the thunder of his wheels, fathers will give no thought
to their children, because their hands are feeble; 4Because of the daywhich is comingwith
destruction on all the Philistines, cutting off from Tyre and Zidon the last of their helpers:
for the Lord will send destruction on the Philistines, the rest of the sea-land of Caphtor.
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5 The hair is cut off from the head of Gaza; Ashkelon has come to nothing; the last of the
Anakim are deeply wounding themselves. 6O sword of the Lord, how long will you have
no rest? put yourself back into your cover; be at peace, be quiet. 7How is it possible for
it to be quiet, seeing that the Lord has given it orders? against Ashkelon and against the
sea-land he has given it directions.

48
1Of Moab. The Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has said: Sorrow on Nebo, for it has

been made waste; Kiriathaim has been put to shame and is taken: the strong place is put
to shame and broken down. 2 The praise of Moab has come to an end; as for Heshbon,
evil has been designed against her; come, let us put an end to her as a nation. But your
mouth will be shut, O Madmen; the sword will go after you. 3There is the sound of crying
from Horonaim, wasting and great destruction; 4Moab is broken; her cry has gone out to
Zoar. 5For by the slope of Luhith theywill go up, weeping all theway; for on theway down
to Horonaim the cry of destruction has come to their ears. 6 Go in flight, get away with
your lives, and let your faces be turned to Aroer in the Arabah. 7 For because you have
put your faith in your strong places, you, even you, will be taken: and Chemosh will go
out as a prisoner, his priests and his rulers together. 8And the attacker will come against
every town, not one will be safe; and the valley will be made waste, and destruction will
come to the lowland, as the Lord has said. 9 Put up a pillar for Moab, for she will come to
a complete end: and her towns will become awaste, without anyone living in them. 10Let
him be cursedwho does the Lord's work half-heartedly; let him be cursedwho keeps back
his sword fromblood. 11Fromhis earliest days,Moabhas been living in comfort; likewine
long stored he has not been drained from vessel to vessel, he has never gone away as a
prisoner: so his taste is still in him, his smell is unchanged. 12So truly, the days are coming,
says the Lord, when I will send to himmen who will have him turned over till there is no
morewine inhisvessels, andhiswine-skinswill be completelybroken. 13AndMoabwill be
shamed on account of Chemosh, as the children of Israel were shamed on account of Beth-
el their hope. 14How say you, We are men of war and strong fighters? 15He who makes
Moab waste has gone up against her; and the best of her young men have gone down to
their death, says the King, whose name is the Lord of armies. 16 The fate of Moab is near,
and trouble is coming on him very quickly. 17All youwho are round about him, give signs
of grief for him, and all you who have knowledge of his name, say, How is the strong rod
broken, even the beautiful branch! 18Come down from your glory, O people of Dibon, and
take your seat in the place of the waste; for the attacker of Moab has gone up against you,
sending destruction on your strong places. 19O daughter of Aroer, take your station by the
way, on the watch: questioning him who is in flight, and her who has got away safe, say,
What has been done? 20Moab has been put to shame, she is broken: make loud sounds of
grief, crying out for help; give the news in Arnon, that Moab has beenmade waste. 21And
punishment has come on the lowlands; on Holon and Jahzah, and onMephaath, 22And on
Dibon, and on Nebo, and on Beth-diblathaim, 23 And on Kiriathaim, and on Beth-gamul,
and on Beth-meon, 24And on Kerioth, and on Bozrah, and on all the towns of the land of
Moab, far and near. 25 The horn of Moab is cut off, and his arm is broken, says the Lord.
26Make him full of wine, for his heart has been lifted up against the Lord: and Moab will
be rolling in the food he was not able to keep down, and everyone will be making sport of
him. 27 For did you not make sport of Israel? was he taken among thieves? for whenever
you were talking about him, you were shaking your head over him. 28O people of Moab,
go away from the towns and take cover in the rock; be like the dove of the Arabah, which
makes her living-place in holes. 29Wehave hadword of the pride of Moab, how great it is;
how he is lifted up in pride; and his great opinion of himself, and that his heart is lifted up.
30 I have knowledge of his wrath, says the Lord, that it is nothing; his high-soundingwords
have done nothing. 31For this cause I will give cries of grief forMoab, crying out forMoab,
even for all of it; I will be sorrowing for the men of Kir-heres. 32My weeping for you, O
vine of Sibmah, will bemore than theweeping of Jazer: your branches have gone over the
sea, stretching even to Jazer: destruction has come down on your summer fruits and your
cut grapes. 33All joy is gone; no longer are they glad for the fertile field and for the land
of Moab; I have made the wine come to an end from the crushing vessels: no longer will
the grapes be crushed with the sound of glad voices. 34 The cry of Heshbon comes even
to Elealeh; to Jahaz their voice is sounding; from Zoar even to Horonaim and to Eglath-
shelishiyah: for the waters of Nimrim will become dry. 35And I will put an end in Moab,
says theLord, tohimwho ismakingofferings in thehighplaceandburningperfumes tohis
gods. 36Somyheart is sounding forMoab like the sound of pipes, andmyheart is sounding
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like pipes for the men of Kir-heres: for the wealth he has got for himself has come to an
end. 37 For everywhere the hair of the head and the hair of the face is cut off: on every
hand there arewounds, and haircloth on every body. 38On all the house-tops ofMoab and
in its streets there isweeping everywhere; forMoabhas beenbroken like a vessel inwhich
there is no pleasure, says the Lord. 39How is it broken down! how is Moab's back turned
in shame! soMoabwill be a cause of sport and of fear to everyone round about him. 40For
the Lord has said, See, he will come like an eagle in flight, stretching out his wings against
Moab. 41Kerioth is taken, and the strong places have been forced, and the hearts ofMoab's
men of war in that day will be like the heart of a woman in birth-pains. 42And Moab will
come to an end as a people, because he has been lifting himself up against the Lord. 43Fear
and death and the net have come on you, O people of Moab, says the Lord. 44Hewho goes
in flight from the fear will be overtaken by death; and he who gets free from death will be
taken in thenet: for Iwillmake this comeonMoab, even the year of their punishment, says
theLord. 45Thosewhowent inflight fromthe feararewaitingunder the shadeofHeshbon:
for a fire has gone out fromHeshbon and a flame from the house of Sihon, burning up the
pride of Moab and the crown of the head of the violent ones. 46 Sorrow is yours, O Moab!
the people of Chemosh are overcome: for your sons have been taken away as prisoners,
and your daughtersmade servants. 47But still, I will let the fate ofMoab be changed in the
last days, says the Lord.

49
1 About the children of Ammon. These are the words of the Lord: Has Israel no sons?

has he no one to take the heritage? why then has Milcom taken Gad for himself, putting
his people in its towns? 2 Because of this, see, the days are coming when I will have a
cry of war sounded against Rabbah, the town of the children of Ammon; it will become
awaste of brokenwalls, and her daughter-towns will be burned with fire: then Israel will
take the heritage of those who took his heritage, says the Lord. 3Make sounds of grief, O
Heshbon, for Ai iswasted; give loud cries, O daughters of Rabbah, and put haircloth round
you: give yourselves to weeping, running here and there and wounding yourselves; for
Milcomwill be taken prisoner togetherwith his rulers and his priests. 4Why are you lifted
up in pride on account of your valleys, your flowing valley, O daughter ever turning away?
who puts her faith in her wealth, saying, Who will come against me? 5 See, I will send
fear on you, says the Lord, the Lord of armies, from those who are round you on every
side; you will be forced out, every man straight before him, and there will be no one to
get together the wanderers. 6 But after these things, I will let the fate of the children of
Ammon be changed, says the Lord. 7 About Edom. This is what the Lord of armies has
said. Is there no more wisdom in Teman? have wise suggestions come to an end among
men of good sense? has their wisdom completely gone? 8Go in flight, go back, take cover
in deep places, you who are living in Dedan; for I will send the fate of Edom on him, even
the time of his punishment. 9 If men came to get your grapes, would they not let some
be uncut on the vines? if thieves came by night, would they not make waste till they had
enough? 10 I have had Esau searched out, uncovering his secret places, so that he may not
keep himself covered: his seed is wasted and has come to an end, and there is no help
from his neighbours. 11 Put in my care your children who have no father, and I will keep
them safe; and let your widows put their faith in me. 12 For the Lord has said, Those for
whom the cup was not made ready will certainly be forced to take of it; and are you to go
without punishment? you will not be without punishment, but will certainly be forced to
take from the cup. 13 For I have taken an oath by myself, says the Lord, that Bozrah will
become a cause of wonder, a name of shame, a waste and a curse; and all its towns will
be waste places for ever. 14Word has come to me from the Lord, and a representative has
been sent to the nations, to say, Come together and go up against her, and take your places
for the fight. 15For see, I havemade you small among the nations, looked down on bymen.
16 ... the pride of your heart has been a false hope, O you who are living in the cracks of
the rock, keeping your place on the top of the hill: even if you made your living-place as
high as the eagle, I wouldmake you come down, says the Lord. 17And Edomwill become a
cause of wonder: everyone who goes by will be overcomewith wonder, andmake sounds
of fear at all her punishments. 18 As at the downfall of Sodom and Gomorrah and their
neighbouring towns, says the Lord, no man will be living in it, no son of man will have
a resting-place there. 19 See, he will come up like a lion from the thick growth of Jordan
against the resting-place of Teman: but Iwill suddenlymake him go in flight fromher; and
I will put over her the man of my selection: for who is like me? and who will put forward
his cause against me? and what keeper of sheep will be able to keep his place before me?
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20For this cause give ear to the decision of the Lordwhich he hasmade against Edom, and
to his purposes designed against the people of Teman: Truly, they will be pulled away by
the smallest of the flock; truly, he will make waste their fields with them. 21 The earth is
shaking with the noise of their fall; their cry is sounding in the Red Sea. 22 See, he will
come up like an eagle in flight, stretching out his wings against Bozrah: and the hearts of
Edom's men of war on that day will be like the heart of a woman in birth-pains. 23About
Damascus. Hamath is put to shame, and Arpad; for theword of evil has come to their ears,
their heart in its fear is turned towater, itwill not be quiet. 24Damascus has become feeble,
she is turned to flight, fear has taken her in its grip: pain and sorrows have come on her,
as on awoman in birth-pains. 25How has the town of praise beenwasted, the place of joy!
26 So her young men will be falling in her streets, and all the men of war will be cut off in
that day, says the Lord of armies. 27And I will have a fire lighted on the wall of Damascus,
burning up the great houses of Ben-hadad. 28 About Kedar and the kingdoms of Hazor,
which Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, overcame. This is what the Lord has said: Up! go
against Kedar, andmake anattack on the childrenof the east. 29Their tents and their flocks
they will take; they will take away for themselves their curtains and all their vessels and
their camels: they will give a cry to them, Fear on every side. 30Go in flight, go wandering
far off, take cover in deep places, O people of Hazor, says the Lord; for Nebuchadrezzar,
king of Babylon, has made a design against you, he has a purpose against you in mind.
31Up! go against a nation which is living in comfort and without fear of danger, says the
Lord, without doors or locks, living by themselves. 32And their camels will be taken from
themby force, and their great herdswill come into the hands of their attackers: thosewho
have the ends of their hair cut I will send in flight to all thewinds; and Iwill send their fate
on them from every side, says the Lord. 33AndHazor will be a hole for jackals, a waste for
ever: no one will be living in it, and no son of man will have a resting-place there. 34 The
word of the Lord which came to Jeremiah the prophet about Elam, when Zedekiah first
became king of Judah, saying, 35 This is what the Lord of armies has said: See, I will have
the bow of Elam, their chief strength, broken. 36And I will send on Elam four winds from
the four quarters of heaven, driving them out to all those winds; there will be no nation
into which the wanderers from Elam do not come. 37And I will let Elam be broken before
their haters, and before those who are making designs against their lives: I will send evil
on them, evenmy burning wrath, says the Lord; and I will send the sword after them till I
have put an end to them: 38 I will put the seat of my power in Elam, and in Elam I will put
an end to kings and rulers, says the Lord. 39But it will come about that, in the last days, I
will let the fate of Elam be changed, says the Lord.

50
1 The word which the Lord said about Babylon, about the land of the Chaldaeans, by

Jeremiah the prophet. 2Give it out among the nations, make it public, and let the flag be
lifted up; give the word and keep nothing back; say, Babylon is taken, Bel is put to shame,
Merodach is broken, her images are put to shame, her gods are broken. 3 For out of the
north a nation is coming up against her, which will make her land waste and unpeopled:
they are in flight, man and beast are gone. 4 In those days and in that time, says the Lord,
the children of Israel will come, they and the children of Judah together; they will go on
their way weeping and making prayer to the Lord their God. 5 They will be questioning
about theway to Zion, with their faces turned in its direction, saying, Come, and be united
to the Lord in an eternal agreement which will be kept in mind for ever. 6My people have
been wandering sheep: their keepers have made them go out of the right way, turning
them loose on the mountains: they have gone from mountain to hill, having no memory
of their resting-place. 7They have been attacked by all those who came across them: and
their attackers said, We are doing nowrong, because they have done evil against the Lord
in whom is righteousness, against the Lord, the hope of their fathers. 8Go in flight out of
Babylon, go out of the land of the Chaldaeans, and be like he-goats before the flocks. 9For
see, I am moving and sending up against Babylon a band of great nations from the north
country: and they will put their armies in position against her; and from there she will
be taken: their arrows will be like those of an expert man of war; not one will come back
without getting its mark. 10 And the wealth of Chaldaea will come into the hands of her
attackers: all those who take her wealth will have enough, says the Lord. 11 Because you
are glad, because you are lifted upwith pride, youwasters ofmyheritage, because you are
playing like a young cow put out to grass, and youmake a noise like strong horses; 12Your
mother will be put to shame; she who gave you birth will be looked down on: see, she will
be the last of the nations, awaste place, a dry and unwatered land. 13Because of thewrath
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of the Lord no onewill be living in it, and itwill be quite unpeopled: everyonewho goes by
Babylon will be overcome with wonder, and make sounds of fear at all her punishments.
14Putyourarmies inpositionagainstBabylononevery side, all youbowmen; let looseyour
arrows at her, not keeping any back: for she has done evil against the Lord. 15Give a loud
cry against her on every side; she has given herself up, her supports are overturned, her
walls are broken down: for it is the payment taken by the Lord; give her payment; as she
hasdone, sodo toher. 16Let theplanterof seedbecut off fromBabylon, andeveryoneusing
the curved blade at the time of the grain-cutting: for fear of the cruel sword, everyonewill
be turned tohis people, everyonewill go inflight to his land. 17 Israel is awandering sheep;
the lionshavebeendrivinghimaway: first hewasattackedby thekingofAssyria, andnow
hisboneshavebeenbrokenbyNebuchadrezzar, kingofBabylon. 18So this iswhat theLord
of armies, the God of Israel, has said: See, I will send punishment on the king of Babylon
and onhis land, as I have given punishment to the king of Assyria. 19And Iwillmake Israel
come back to his resting-place, and he will get his food on Carmel and Bashan, and have
his desire in fullmeasure on the hills of Ephraim and in Gilead. 20 In those days and in that
time, says the Lord, when the evil-doing of Israel is looked for, therewill be nothing; and in
Judahno sinswill be seen: for Iwill have forgiveness for thosewhom Iwill keep safe. 21Go
up against the land of Merathaim, even against it, and against the people of Pekod; put
them to death and send destruction after them, says the Lord, and do everything I have
given you orders to do. 22 There is a sound of war in the land and of great destruction.
23How is the hammer of all the earth cut in two and broken! how has Babylon become a
waste among the nations! 24 I have put a net for you, and you have been taken, O Babylon,
without your knowledge: you have been uncovered and taken because you were fighting
against the Lord. 25From his store-house the Lord has taken the instruments of his wrath:
for the Lord, the Lord of armies, has a work to do in the land of the Chaldaeans. 26 Come
up against her one and all, let her store-houses be broken open: make her into a mass of
stones, give her to the curse, till there is nothing of her to be seen. 27 Put all her oxen to
the sword; let them go down to death: sorrow is theirs, for their day has come, the time of
their punishment. 28The voice of thosewho are in flight, who have got away safe from the
land of Babylon, to give news in Zion of punishment from the Lord our God, even payment
for his Temple. 29 Send for the archers to come together against Babylon, all the bowmen;
put up your tents against her on every side; let no one get away: give her the reward of
herwork; as she has done, so do to her: for she has been uplifted in pride against the Lord,
against theHolyOne of Israel. 30For this cause her youngmenwill be falling in her streets,
and all her men of war will be cut off in that day, says the Lord. 31 See, I am against you, O
pride, says the Lord, the Lord of armies, for your day has come, the time when I will send
punishment on you. 32And pride will go with uncertain steps and have a fall, and there
will be no one to come to his help: and I will put a fire in his towns, burning up everything
round about him. 33 This is what the Lord of armies has said: The children of Israel and
the children of Judah are crushed down together: all those who took them prisoner keep
them in a tight grip; theywill not let them go. 34Their saviour is strong; the Lord of armies
is his name: he will certainly take up their cause, so that he may give rest to the earth and
trouble to the people of Babylon. 35A sword is on the Chaldaeans, says the Lord, and on
the people of Babylon, and on her rulers and on her wisemen. 36A sword is on themen of
pride, and theywill become foolish: a sword is on hermen ofwar, and theywill be broken.
37A sword is on all the mixed people in her, and they will become like women: a sword is
on her store-houses, and they will be taken by her attackers. 38A sword is on her waters,
drying them up; for it is a land of images, and their minds are fixed on false gods. 39 For
this reason the beasts of thewaste landwith thewolveswillmake their holes there and the
ostricheswill be living in it: never againwillmenbe living there, itwill be unpeopled from
generation to generation. 40Aswhen SodomandGomorrah and their neighbouring towns
were overturned by God, says the Lord, so no man will be living in it, and no son of man
will have a resting-place there. 41 See, a people is coming from the north; a great nation
and a number of kings will be put in motion from the inmost parts of the earth. 42 Bows
and spears are in their hands; they are cruel and have no mercy; their voice is like the
thunder of the sea, and they go on horses; everyone in his place likemen going to the fight,
against you, O daughter of Babylon. 43The king of Babylon has had news of them, and his
hands have become feeble: trouble has come on him and pain like the pain of a woman in
childbirth. 44 See, he will come up like a lion from the thick growth of Jordan against the
resting-place of Teman: but I will suddenlymake them go in flight from her; and I will put
over her the man of my selection: for who is like me? and who will put forward his cause
against me? and what keeper of sheep will keep his place before me? 45 So give ear to the
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decision of the Lord which he has made against Babylon, and to his purposes designed
against the land of the Chaldaeans; Truly, they will be pulled away by the smallest of the
flock; truly, he will make waste their fields with them. 46At the cry, Babylon is taken! the
earth is shaking, and the cry comes to the ears of the nations.

51
1The Lord has said: See, I will make awind of destruction come up against Babylon and

against those who are living in Chaldaea; 2 And I will send men to Babylon to make her
clean and get her land cleared: for in the day of trouble theywill put up their tents against
her on every side. 3Against her the bow of the archer is bent, and he puts on his coat of
metal: have nomercy on her youngmen, give all her army up to the curse. 4And the dead
will be stretched out in the land of the Chaldaeans, and the wounded in her streets. 5 For
Israel has not been given up, or Judah, by his God, by the Lord of armies; for their land is
full of sin against theHolyOneof Israel. 6Go inflight out ofBabylon, so that everymanmay
keep his life; do not be cut off in her evil-doing: for it is the time of the Lord's punishment;
he will give her her reward. 7Babylon has been a gold cup in the hand of the Lord, which
has made all the earth overcome with wine: the nations have taken of her wine, and for
this cause the nations have gone off their heads. 8 Sudden is the downfall of Babylon and
her destruction: make cries of grief for her; take sweet oil for her pain, if it is possible for
her tobemadewell. 9WewouldhavemadeBabylonwell, but she isnotmadewell: giveher
up, and let us go everyone to his country: for her punishment is stretching up to heaven,
and lifted up even to the skies. 10 The Lord has made clear our righteousness: come, and
let us give an account in Zion of the work of the Lord our God. 11Make bright the arrows;
take up the body-covers: the Lord has been moving the spirit of the king of the Medes;
because his design against Babylon is its destruction: for it is the punishment from the
Lord, the payment for his Temple. 12Let the flag be lifted up against the walls of Babylon,
make the watch strong, put the watchmen in their places, make ready a surprise attack:
for it is the Lord's purpose, and he has donewhat he said about the people of Babylon. 13O
you whose living-place is by the wide waters, whose stores are great, your end is come,
your evil profit is ended. 14The Lord of armies has taken an oath by himself, saying, Truly,
I will make you full with men as with locusts, and their voices will be loud against you.
15He has made the earth by his power, he has made the world strong in its place by his
wisdom, and by his wise design the heavens have been stretched out: 16 At the sound of
his voice there is a massing of the waters in the heavens, and he makes the mists go up
from the ends of the earth; he makes the thunder-flames for the rain and sends out the
wind from his store-houses. 17 Then every man becomes like a beast without knowledge;
every gold-worker is put to shame by the image he hasmade: for hismetal image is deceit,
and there is no breath in them. 18 They are nothing, a work of error: in the time of their
punishment, destruction will overtake them. 19The heritage of Jacob is not like these; for
themaker of all things is his heritage: theLordof armies is his name. 20Youaremyfighting
axe and my instrument of war: with you the nations will be broken; with you kingdoms
will be broken; 21With you the horse and the horsemanwill be broken; with you the war-
carriage and hewho goes in it will be broken; 22With youman andwomanwill be broken;
with you the old man and the boy will be broken; with you the young man and the virgin
will be broken; 23With you the keeper of sheepwith his flockwill be broken, andwith you
the farmer and his oxen will be broken, and with you captains and rulers will be broken.
24And I will give to Babylon, and to all the people of Chaldaea, their reward for all the evil
they have done in Zion before your eyes, says the Lord. 25 See, I am against you, says the
Lord, O mountain of destruction, causing the destruction of all the earth: and my hand
will be stretched out on you, rolling you down from the rocks, and making you a burned
mountain. 26And theywill not take from you a stone for the angle of awall or the base of a
building; but youwill be awaste place for ever, says the Lord. 27Let aflag be lifted up in the
land, let the horn be sounded among the nations, make the nations ready against her; get
the kingdoms of Ararat, Minni, and Ashkenaz together against her, make ready a scribe
against her; let the horses come up against her like massed locusts. 28Make the nations
ready for war against her, the king of theMedes and his rulers and all his captains, and all
the landunder his rule. 29And the land is shaking and in pain: for the purposes of the Lord
are fixed, to make the land of Babylon an unpeopled waste. 30Babylon's men of war have
kept back from the fight, waiting in their strong places; their strength has given way, they
have become like women: her houses have been put on fire, her locks are broken. 31One
man, running, will give word to another, and one who goes with news will be handing
it on to another, to give word to the king of Babylon that his town has been taken from
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every quarter: 32 And the ways across the river have been taken, and the water-holes ...
burned with fire, and the men of war are in the grip of fear. 33 For these are the words of
the Lord of armies, the God of Israel: The daughter of Babylon is like a grain-floor when it
is stamped down; before long, the time of her grain-cutting will come. 34Nebuchadrezzar,
king of Babylon, has made a meal of me, violently crushing me, he has made me a vessel
with nothing in it, he has taken me in his mouth like a dragon, he has made his stomach
full with my delicate flesh, crushing me with his teeth. 35May the violent things done to
me, andmy downfall, come on Babylon, the daughter of Zion will say; and, Maymy blood
be on the people of Chaldaea, Jerusalemwill say. 36For this reason the Lord has said: See,
I will give support to your cause, and take payment for what you have undergone; I will
make her sea dry, and her fountain without water. 37And Babylon will become a mass of
broken walls, a hole for jackals, a cause of wonder and surprise, without a living man in
it. 38Theywill be crying out together like lions, their voices will be like the voices of young
lions. 39When they are heated, Iwillmake a feast for them, and overcome themwithwine,
so that theymay becomeunconscious, sleeping an eternal sleepwithout awaking, says the
Lord. 40 I will make them go down to death like lambs, like he-goats together. 41How is
Babylon taken! and the praise of all the earth surprised! howhas Babylon become a cause
of wonder among the nations! 42 The sea has come up over Babylon; she is covered with
themass of itswaves. 43Her townshavebecomeawaste, a dry andunwatered land,where
no man has his living-place and no son of man goes by. 44And I will send punishment on
Bel in Babylon, and take out of his mouth what went into it; no longer will the nations be
flowing together to him: truly, the wall of Babylon will come down. 45My people, go out
from her, and let every man get away safe from the burning wrath of the Lord. 46 So that
yourheartsmaynot become feeble and full of fearbecauseof thenewswhichwill go about
in the land; for a story will go about one year, and after that in another year another story,
and violent acts in the land, ruler against ruler. 47For this cause, truly, the days are coming
when I will send punishment on the images of Babylon, and all her land will be shamed,
and her dead will be falling down in her. 48And the heaven and the earth and everything
in them, will make a song of joy over Babylon: for those who make her waste will come
from the north, says the Lord. 49 As Babylon had the dead of Israel put to the sword, so
in Babylon the dead of all the land will be stretched out. 50 You who have got away safe
from the sword, go, waiting for nothing; have the Lord inmemorywhen you are far away,
and keep Jerusalem in mind. 51We are shamed because bitter words have come to our
ears; our faces are covered with shame: for men from strange lands have come into the
holy places of the Lord's house. 52For this reason, see, the days are coming, says the Lord,
when Iwill send punishment on her images; and through all her land thewoundedwill be
cryingout inpain. 53Even ifBabylonwas liftedup toheaven, even if shehad thehighplaces
of her strength shut in with walls, still I would send against her those who will make her
waste, says the Lord. 54There is the sound of a cry fromBabylon, and of a great destruction
from the land of the Chaldaeans: 55For the Lord is making Babylon waste, and putting an
end to the great voice coming out of her; and her waves are thundering like great waters,
their voice is sounding loud: 56 For the waster has come on her, even on Babylon, and her
men of war are taken, their bows are broken: for the Lord is a rewarding God, and hewill
certainly give payment. 57 And I will make her chiefs and her wise men, her rulers and
her captains and hermen of war, overcomewith wine; their sleep will be an eternal sleep
without awaking, says the King; the Lord of armies is his name. 58The Lord of armies has
said: Thewidewalls of Babylonwill be completely uncovered and her high doorwayswill
be burnedwith fire; so peoples keep onworking for nothing, and theweariness of nations
comes to an end in the smoke. 59 The order which Jeremiah the prophet gave to Seraiah,
the son of Neriah, the son of Mahseiah, when he went with Zedekiah, the king of Judah, to
Babylon in the fourth year of his rule. Now Seraiah was the chief controller of the house.
60And Jeremiah put in a book all the evil which was to come on Babylon. 61And Jeremiah
said to Seraiah,When you come to Babylon, see that you give them all these words; 62And
after reading them, say, O Lord, you have said about this place that it is to be cut off, so that
no one will be living in it, not a man or a beast, but it will be unpeopled for ever. 63And it
will be that, when you have come to an end of reading this book, you are to have a stone
fixed to it, and have it dropped into the Euphrates: 64And you are to say, So Babylon will
go down, never to be lifted up again, because of the evil which I will send on her: and
weariness will overcome them. So far, these are the words of Jeremiah.

52
1Zedekiahwas twenty-one years oldwhenhe becameking; hewas king for eleven years
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in Jerusalem: and his mother's name was Hamutal, the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah.
2Andhe did evil in the eyes of the Lord, as Jehoiakimhad done. 3Andbecause of thewrath
of theLord this cameabout in Jerusalemand Judah, till hehad sent themaway frombefore
him: and Zedekiah took up arms against the king of Babylon. 4And in the ninth year of his
rule, on the tenth day of the tenth month, Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, came against
Jerusalem with all his army and took up his position before it, building earthworks all
round it. 5 So the town was shut in by their forces till the eleventh year of King Zedekiah.
6 In the fourth month, on the ninth day of the month, the store of food in the town was
almost gone, so that there was no food for the people of the land. 7 Then an opening was
made in the wall of the town, and all the men of war went in flight out of the town by
night through the doorway between the two walls which was by the king's garden; (now
the Chaldaeans were stationed round the town:) and they went by the way of the Arabah.
8And the Chaldaean army went after King Zedekiah and overtook him on the other side
of Jericho, and all his army went in flight from him in every direction. 9 Then they made
the king a prisoner and took him up to the king of Babylon to Riblah in the land of Hamath
to be judged. 10And the king of Babylon put the sons of Zedekiah to death before his eyes:
and he put to death all the rulers of Judah in Riblah. 11 And he put out Zedekiah's eyes;
and the king of Babylon, chaining him in iron bands, took him to Babylon, and put him in
prison till the day of his death. 12Now in the fifthmonth, on the tenth day of themonth, in
the nineteenth year of King Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, Nebuzaradan, the captain
of the armed men, a servant of the king of Babylon, came into Jerusalem. 13 And he had
the house of the Lord and the king's house and all the houses of Jerusalem, even every
great house, burned with fire: 14 And the walls round Jerusalem were broken down by
the Chaldaean armywhich was with the captain. 15Then Nebuzaradan, the captain of the
armed men, took away as prisoners the rest of the people who were still in the town, and
those who had given themselves up to the king of Babylon, and the rest of the workmen.
16But Nebuzaradan, the captain of the armedmen, let the poorest of the land go on living
there, to take care of the vines and the fields. 17 And the brass pillars which were in the
house of the Lord, and the wheeled bases and the great brass water-vessel in the house
of the Lord, were broken up by the Chaldaeans, who took all the brass away to Babylon.
18 And the pots and the spades and the scissors for the lights and the spoons, and all the
brass vessels used in the Lord's house, they took away. 19And the cups and the fire-trays
and the basins and the pots and the supports for the lights and the spoons and the wide
basins; the gold of the gold vessels, and the silver of the silver vessels, the captain of the
armed men took away. 20 The two pillars, the great water-vessel, and the twelve brass
oxen which were under it, and the ten wheeled bases, which King Solomon had made for
the house of the Lord: the brass of all these vessels was without weight. 21And as for the
pillars, one pillar was eighteen cubits high, and twelve cubits measured all round, and
it was as thick as a man's hand: it was hollow. 22 And there was a crown of brass on it:
the crown was five cubits high, circled with a network and apples all of brass; and the
second pillar had the same. 23There were ninety-six apples on the outside; the number of
apples all round the network was a hundred. 24 And the captain of the armed men took
Seraiah, the chief priest, and Zephaniah, the second priest, and the three door-keepers;
25 And from the town he took the unsexed servant who was over the men of war, and
seven of the king's near friends who were in the town, and the scribe of the captain of the
army, who was responsible for getting the people of the land together in military order,
and sixty men of the people of the land who were in the town. 26These Nebuzaradan, the
captain of the armedmen, took with him to the king of Babylon at Riblah. 27And the king
of Babylon put them to death at Riblah in the land ofHamath. So Judahwas taken prisoner
away from his land. 28 These are the people whom Nebuchadrezzar took away prisoner:
in the seventh year, three thousand and twenty-three Jews: 29And in the eighteenth year
of Nebuchadrezzar he took away as prisoners from Jerusalem eight hundred and thirty-
two persons: 30 In the twenty-third year of Nebuchadrezzar, Nebuzaradan, the captain
of the armed men, took away as prisoners seven hundred and forty-five of the Jews: all
the persons were four thousand and six hundred. 31And in the thirty-seventh year after
Jehoiachin, king of Judah, had been taken prisoner, in the twelfth month, on the twenty-
fifth day of the month, Evil-merodach, king of Babylon, in the first year after he became
king, took Jehoiachin, king of Judah, out of prison. 32And he said kind words to him and
put his seat higher than the seats of the other kings whowere with him in Babylon. 33And
his prison clothing was changed, and he was a guest at the king's table every day for the
rest of his life. 34And for his food, the king gave him a regular amount every day till the
day of his death, for the rest of his life.
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The
Lamentations
of Jeremiah

1See her seated by herself, the townwhichwas full of people! Shewhowas great among
the nations has become like a widow! She who was a princess among the countries has
come under the yoke of forced work! 2 She is sorrowing bitterly in the night, and her
face is wet with weeping; among all her lovers she has no comforter: all her friends have
been false to her, they have become her haters. 3 Judah has been taken away as a prisoner
because of trouble and hard work; her living-place is among the nations, there is no rest
for her: all her attackers have overtaken her in a narrow place. 4Theways of Zion are sad,
because no one comes to the holy meeting; all her doorways are made waste, her priests
are breathing out sorrow: her virgins are troubled, and it is bitter for her. 5 Those who
are against her have become the head, everything goes well for her haters; for the Lord
has sent sorrow on her because of the great number of her sins: her young children have
gone away as prisoners before the attacker. 6And all her glory has gone from the daughter
of Zion: her rulers have become like harts with no place for food, and they have gone in
flight without strength before the attacker. 7 Jerusalem keeps in mind, in the days of her
sorrow and of her wanderings, all the desired things which were hers in days gone by;
when her people came into the power of her hater and she had no helper, her attackers
saw their desire effected on her and made sport of her destruction. 8 Great is the sin of
Jerusalem; for this cause she has become an unclean thing: all thosewho gave her honour
are looking down on her, because they have seen her shame: now truly, breathing out
grief, she is turned back. 9 In her skirts were her unclean ways; she gave no thought to
her end; and her fall has been a wonder; she has no comforter: see her sorrow, O Lord;
for the attacker is lifted up. 10 The hand of her hater is stretched out over all her desired
things; for she has seen that the nations have come into her holy place, about whom you
gave orders that they were not to come into the meeting of your people. 11Breathing out
grief all her people are looking for bread; they have given their desired things for food to
give them life: see, O Lord, and take note; for she has become a thing of shame. 12 Come
to me, all you who go by! Keep your eyes on me, and see if there is any pain like the pain
of my wound, which the Lord has sent on me in the day of his burning wrath. 13 From on
high he has sent fire into my bones, and it has overcome them: his net is stretched out for
my feet, I am turned back by him; he hasmademewaste and feeble all the day. 14Awatch
is kept onmy sins; they are joined together by his hand, they have come on tomy neck; he
has mademy strength give way: the Lord has givenme up into the hands of those against
whom I have no power. 15 The Lord has made sport of all my men of war in me, he has
got men together against me to send destruction on my young men: the virgin daughter
of Judah has been crushed like grapes under the feet of the Lord. 16 For these things I am
weeping; my eye is streaming with water; because the comforter whomight give me new
life is far fromme: mychildrenaremadewaste, because thehater is strong. 17Zion's hands
are outstretched; she has no comforter; the Lord has given orders to the attackers of Jacob
round about him: Jerusalem has become like an unclean thing among them. 18 The Lord
is upright; for I have gone against his orders: give ear, now, all you peoples, and see my
pain, my virgins and my young men have gone away as prisoners. 19 I sent for my lovers,
but they were false to me: my priests and my responsible men were breathing their last
breath in the town, while they were looking for food to give them new life. 20 See, O Lord,
for I am in trouble; the inmost parts of my body are deeply moved; my heart is turned in
me; for I have been uncontrolled: outside the children are put to the sword, and in the
house there is death. 21Give ear to the voice ofmy grief; I have no comforter; all my haters
have news ofmy troubles, they are glad because you have done it: let the day of fate come
when they will be like me. 22 Let all their evil-doing come before you; do to them as you
have done to me for all my sins: for loud is the sound of my grief, and the strength of my
heart is gone.

2
1How has the daughter of Zion been covered with a cloud by the Lord in his wrath! he

has sent down from heaven to earth the glory of Israel, and has not kept in memory the
resting-place of his feet in the day of his wrath. 2 The Lord has given up to destruction all
the living-places of Jacob without pity; pulling down in his wrath the strong places of the
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daughter of Judah, stretching out on the earth thewounded, even her king and her rulers.
3 In his burningwrath every horn of Israel has been cut off; his right hand has been turned
back before the attacker: he has put a fire in Jacob, causing destruction round about. 4His
bowhas been bent for the attack, he has taken his placewith his hand ready, in his hate he
has put to death allwhowere pleasing to the eye: on the tent of the daughter of Zion he has
let loose his passion like fire. 5The Lord has become like one fighting against her, sending
destruction on Israel; he has sent destruction on all her great houses, making waste his
strong places: increasing the grief and the sorrow of the daughter of Judah. 6And he has
violently taken away his tent, as from a garden; he hasmade waste his meeting-place: the
Lord has taken away the memory of feast and Sabbath in Zion, and in the passion of his
wrath he is against king and priest. 7The Lord has given up his altar and has been turned
in hate from his holy place; he has given up into the hands of the attacker the walls of her
great houses: their voices have been loud in the house of the Lord as in the day of a holy
meeting. 8 It is the Lord's purpose to make waste the wall of the daughter of Zion; his line
has been stretched out, he has not kept backhis hand fromdestruction: hehas sent sorrow
on tower and wall, they have become feeble together. 9Her doors have gone down into
the earth; he has sent destruction on her locks: her king and her princes are among the
nations where the law is not; even her prophets have had no vision from the Lord. 10The
responsiblemen of the daughter of Zion are seated on the earthwithout aword; they have
put dust on their heads, they are clothed in haircloth: the heads of the virgins of Jerusalem
are bent down to the earth. 11My eyes are wasted with weeping, the inmost parts of my
body are deeply moved, my inner parts are drained out on the earth, for the destruction
of the daughter of my people; because of the young children and babies at the breast who
are falling without strength in the open squares of the town. 12They say to their mothers,
Where is grain and wine? when they are falling like the wounded in the open squares of
the town, when their life is drained out on their mother's breast. 13What example am I
to give you? what comparison am I to make for you, O daughter of Jerusalem? what am I
to make equal to you, so that I may give you comfort, O virgin daughter of Zion? for your
destruction is great like the sea: who is able to make you well? 14 The visions which your
prophets have seen for you are false and foolish; they have notmade clear to you your sin
so that your fate might be changed: but they have seen for you false words, driving you
away. 15 All who go by make a noise with their hands at you; they make hisses, shaking
their heads at the daughter of Jerusalem, and saying, Is this the townwhichwas the crown
of everything beautiful, the joy of all the earth? 16All your haters are opening theirmouths
wide against you;makinghisses andwhistling through their teeth, they say,Wehavemade
ameal of her: certainly this is the daywe have been looking for; it has come, we have seen
it. 17The Lord has done thatwhichwas his purpose; he has put into force the orderswhich
he gave in the days which are past; pulling down without pity, he has made your hater
glad over you, lifting up the horn of those who were against you. 18 Let your cry go up to
the Lord: O wall of the daughter of Zion, let your weeping be flowing down like a stream
day and night; give yourself no rest, let not your eyes keep back the drops of sorrow. 19Up!
give cries in thenight, at the starting of thenight-watches; let yourheart beflowingout like
water before the face of the Lord, lifting up your hands to him for the life of your young
children who are falling down, feeble for need of food, at the top of every street. 20Look!
O Lord, see to whom you have done this! Are the women to take as their food the fruit of
their bodies, the children who are folded in their arms? are the priest and the prophet to
be put to death in the holy place of the Lord? 21 The young men and the old are stretched
on the earth in the streets; my virgins andmy youngmen have been put to the sword: you
have sent death on them in the day of your wrath, causing death without pity. 22As in the
day of a holy meeting you have made fears come round me on every side, and no one got
away or was kept safe in the day of the Lord's wrath: those who were folded in my arms,
whom I took care of, have been sent to their destruction bymy hater.

3
1 I am themanwho has seen trouble by the rod of his wrath. 2By him I have beenmade

to go in the darkwhere there is no light. 3Truly againstme his hand has been turned again
and again all the day. 4My flesh and my skin have been used up by him and my bones
broken. 5He has put up awall against me, shuttingme inwith bitter sorrow. 6He has kept
me in dark places, like those who have been long dead. 7He has put a wall round me, so
that I am not able to go out; he has made great the weight of my chain. 8Evenwhen I send
up a cry for help, he keeps my prayer shut out. 9He has put up a wall of cut stones about
my ways, he has made my roads twisted. 10He is like a bear waiting for me, like a lion in
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secret places. 11By himmy ways have been turned on one side and I have been pulled in
bits; he hasmademewaste. 12Withhis bowbent, he hasmademe themark for his arrows.
13Hehas let loose his arrows into the inmost parts ofmybody. 14 I havebecome the sport of
all the peoples; I am their song all the day. 15He hasmademy life nothing but pain, he has
givenme thebitter root in fullmeasure. 16Byhimmy teethhavebeenbrokenwith crushed
stones, and I ambent low in thedust. 17Mysoul is sent far away frompeace, I havenomore
memory of good. 18And I said, My strength is cut off, and my hope from the Lord. 19Keep
inmindmy trouble andmywandering, the bitter root and the poison. 20Mysoul still keeps
the memory of them; and is bent down in me. 21This I keep in mind, and because of this I
have hope. 22 It is through the Lord's love that we have not come to destruction, because
his mercies have no limit. 23 They are new every morning; great is your good faith. 24 I
said to myself, The Lord is my heritage; and because of this I will have hope in him. 25The
Lord is good to those who are waiting for him, to the soul which is looking for him. 26 It
is good to go on hoping and quietly waiting for the salvation of the Lord. 27 It is good for a
man toundergo theyokewhenhe is young. 28Lethimbe seatedbyhimself, sayingnothing,
becausehehasput it onhim. 29Let himputhismouth in thedust, if by chance theremaybe
hope. 30Let his face be turned to himwho gives him blows; let him be full of shame. 31For
the Lord does not give a man up for ever. 32 For though he sends grief, still he will have
pity in the full measure of his love. 33For he has no pleasure in troubling and causing grief
to the children of men. 34 In a man's crushing under his feet all the prisoners of the earth,
35 In his turning away the right of a man before the face of the Most High. 36 In his doing
wrong to a man in his cause, the Lord has no pleasure. 37Who is able to say a thing, and
give effect to it, if it has not been ordered by the Lord? 38Do not evil and good come from
themouth of theMostHigh? 39What protestmay a livingmanmake, even aman about the
punishment of his sin? 40Let usmake search and put ourways to the test, turning again to
the Lord; 41 Lifting up our hearts with our hands to God in the heavens. 42We have done
wrong and gone against your law; we have not had your forgiveness. 43Covering yourself
with wrath you have gone after us, cutting us off without pity; 44 Covering yourself with
a cloud, so that prayer may not get through. 45 You have made us like waste and that for
which there is no use, among the peoples. 46 The mouths of all our haters are open wide
against us. 47Fear and deepwaters have come on us, wasting and destruction. 48Rivers of
water are running down from my eyes, for the destruction of the daughter of my people.
49Myeyes are streamingwithout stopping, theyhaveno rest, 50Till the Lord's eye is turned
on me, till he sees my trouble from heaven. 51 The Lord is unkind to my soul, more than
all the daughters of my town. 52 They who are against me without cause have gone hard
afterme as if I was a bird; 53They have put an end tomy life in the prison, stoningmewith
stones. 54Waters were flowing over my head; I said, I am cut off. 55 I was making prayer
to your name, O Lord, out of the lowest prison. 56My voice came to you; let not your ear
be shut to my breathing, to my cry. 57You came near in the day when I mademy prayer to
you: you said, Have no fear. 58O Lord, you have taken up the cause of my soul, you have
made my life safe. 59O Lord, you have seen my wrong; be judge in my cause. 60You have
seen all the evil rewards they have sent on me, and all their designs against me. 61 Their
bitter words have come to your ears, O Lord, and all their designs against me; 62 The lips
of those who came up against me, and their thoughts against me all the day. 63 Take note
of themwhen they are seated, andwhen they get up; I am their song. 64Youwill give them
their reward, O Lord, answering to the work of their hands. 65You will let their hearts be
covered over with your curse on them. 66You will go after them in wrath, and put an end
to them from under the heavens of the Lord.

4
1Howdark has the gold become! how changed the best gold! the stones of the holy place

are dropping out at the top of every street. 2The valued sons of Zion, whose price was the
best gold, are looked on as vessels of earth, the work of the hands of the potter! 3Even the
beasts of thewaste land have full breasts, they givemilk to their young ones: the daughter
of my people has become cruel like the ostriches in the waste land. 4 The tongue of the
child at the breast is fixed to the roof of his mouth for need of drink: the young children
are crying out for bread, and no man gives it to them. 5 Those who were used to feasting
on delicate food are wasted in the streets: those who as children were dressed in purple
are stretched out on the dust. 6For the punishment of the daughter ofmy people is greater
than the punishment of Sodom, whichwas overturned suddenlywithout any hand falling
on her. 7Her holy ones were cleaner than snow, they were whiter than milk, their bodies
were redder than corals, their formwas as the sapphire: 8Their face is blacker than night;
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in the streets no one has knowledge of them: their skin is hanging on their bones, they are
dry, they have become like wood. 9 Those who have been put to the sword are better off
than those whose death is caused by need of food; for these come to death slowly, burned
up like the fruit of the field. 10 The hands of kind-hearted women have been boiling their
children; theywere their food in the destruction of the daughter ofmy people. 11The Lord
has given full effect to his passion, he has let loose his burningwrath; he hasmade a fire in
Zion, causing the destruction of its bases. 12To the kings of the earth and to all the people of
theworld it did not seempossible that the attackers and the haterswould go into the doors
of Jerusalem. 13 It is because of the sins of her prophets and the evil-doing of her priests,
by whom the blood of the upright has been drained out in her. 14They are wandering like
blind men in the streets, they are made unclean with blood, so that their robes may not
be touched by men. 15 Away! unclean! they were crying out to them, Away! away! let
there be no touching: when they went away in flight andwandering, men said among the
nations, There is no further resting-place for them. 16 The face of the Lord has sent them
in all directions; he will no longer take care of them: they had no respect for the priests,
they gave no honour to the old men. 17Our eyes are still wasting away in looking for our
false help: we have been watching for a nation unable to give salvation. 18 They go after
our steps so that wemay not go in our streets: our end is near, our days are numbered; for
our end has come. 19Those whowent after us were quicker than the eagles of the heaven,
driving us before them on themountains, waiting secretly for us in the waste land. 20Our
breath of life, he onwhom the holy oil was put, was taken in their holes; of whomwe said,
Under his shade we will be living among the nations. 21Have joy and be glad, O daughter
of Edom, living in the land of Uz: the cupwill be given to you in your turn, and youwill be
overcomewithwine and your shamewill be seen. 22The punishment of your evil-doing is
complete, O daughter of Zion; never againwill he take you away as a prisoner: hewill give
you the reward of your evil-doing, O daughter of Edom; he will let your sin be uncovered.

5
1Keep inmind, OLord,what has come to us: take note and see our shame. 2Ourheritage

is given up to men of strange lands, our houses to those who are not our countrymen.
3We are children without fathers, our mothers are like widows. 4We give money for a
drink of water, we get our wood for a price. 5Our attackers are on our necks: overcome
with weariness, we have no rest. 6We have given our hands to the Egyptians and to the
Assyrians so that we might have enough bread. 7Our fathers were sinners and are dead;
and theweight of their evil-doing is onus. 8Servants are ruling over us, and there is no one
to make us free from their hands. 9We put our lives in danger to get our bread, because
of the sword of the waste land. 10Our skin is heated like an oven because of our burning
heat from need of food. 11They took by force the women in Zion, the virgins in the towns
of Judah. 12 Their hands put princes to death by hanging: the faces of old men were not
honoured. 13The youngmenwere crushing the grain, and the boyswere falling under the
wood. 14The oldmen are no longer seated in the doorway, and themusic of the youngmen
has come to an end. 15The joy of our hearts is ended; our dancing is changed into sorrow.
16The crown has been taken from our head: sorrow is ours, for we are sinners. 17Because
of this our hearts are feeble; for these things our eyes are dark; 18Because of themountain
of Zion which is a waste; jackals go over it. 19You, O Lord, are seated as King for ever; the
seat of your power is eternal. 20Whyhavewe gone fromyourmemory for ever? why have
you been turned away fromus for so long? 21Make us come back to you, O Lord, and let us
be turned; make our days new again as in the past. 22But you have quite given us up; you
are full of wrath against us.
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The Book of
Ezekiel

1 Now it came about in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, on the fifth day of the
month, while I was by the river Chebar among those who had been made prisoners, that
the heavens were made open and I saw visions of God. 2On the fifth day of the month, in
the fifth year after King Jehoiachin had beenmade a prisoner, 3Theword of the Lord came
tome, Ezekiel the priest, the son of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldaeans by the river Chebar;
and the hand of the Lord was on me there. 4And, looking, I saw a storm-wind coming out
of the north, a great cloud with flames of fire coming after one another, and a bright light
shining round about it and in the heart of it was something coloured like electrum. 5And
in the heart of it were the forms of four living beings. And this was what they were like;
they had the form of a man. 6And every one had four faces, and every one of them had
four wings. 7And their feet were straight feet; and the under sides of their feet were like
the feet of oxen; and they were shining like polished brass. 8And they had the hands of a
manunder theirwings; the four of themhad faces on their four sides. 9Theywentwithout
turning, every one went straight forward. 10 As for the form of their faces, they had the
face of a man, and the four of them had the face of a lion on the right side, and the four of
them had the face of an ox on the left side, and the four of them had the face of an eagle.
11Andtheirwingswereseparateat the top; twoof thewingsofeveryonewere joinedone to
another, and two were covering their bodies. 12Every one of themwent straight forward;
wherever the spirit was to go they went; they went on without turning. 13 And between
the living beings itwas like burning coals of fire, as if flameswere going one after the other
between the living beings; and thefirewas bright, and out of the firewent thunder-flames.
14 And the living beings went out and came back as quickly as a thunder-flame. 15 Now
while I was looking at the four living beings, I saw one wheel on the earth, by the side of
the living beings, for the four of them. 16The form of the wheels and their work was like a
beryl; the four of them had the same form and design, and they were like a wheel inside a
wheel. 17The four of themwent straight forwardwithout turning to one side. 18And I saw
that they had edges, and their edges, even of the four, were full of eyes round about. 19And
when the living beings went on, the wheels went by their side; andwhen the living beings
were lifted up from the earth, the wheels were lifted up. 20Wherever the spirit was to go
theywent; and thewheelswere liftedupby their side: for the spirit of the livingbeingswas
in the wheels. 21When these went on, the others went; and when these came to rest, the
others came to rest; and when these were lifted up from the earth, the wheels were lifted
up by their side: for the spirit of the living beings was in the wheels. 22And over the heads
of the living beings therewas the form of an arch, looking like ice, stretched out over their
heads on high. 23Under the arch their wings were straight, one stretched out to another:
every one had two wings covering their bodies on this side and two covering their bodies
on that side. 24And when they went, the sound of their wings was like the sound of great
waters to my ears, like the voice of the Ruler of all, a sound like the rushing of an army:
when they came to rest they let down their wings. 25And there was a voice from the top
of the archwhichwas over their heads: when they came to rest they let down their wings.
26And on the top of the arch which was over their heads was the form of a king's seat, like
a sapphire stone; and on the form of the seat was the form of a man seated on it on high.
27And I saw it coloured like electrum,with the look of fire in it and round it, going up from
what seemed to be the middle of his body; and going down from what seemed to be the
middle of his body I saw what was like fire, and there was a bright light shining round
him. 28Like the bow in the cloud on a day of rain, so was the light shining round him. And
this is what the glory of the Lord was like. And when I saw it I went down onmy face, and
the voice of one talking came tomy ears.

2
1 And he said to me, Son of man, get up on your feet, so that I may say words to you.

2And at his words the spirit came into me and put me on my feet; and his voice came to
my ears. 3And he said to me, Son of man, I am sending you to the children of Israel, to an
uncontrolled nation which has gone against me: they and their fathers have been sinners
againstmeeven to this veryday. 4And thechildrenarehardandstiff-hearted; I amsending
you to them: and you are to say to them, These are thewords of the Lord. 5And they, if they
give ear to you or if they do not give ear (for they are an uncontrolled people), will see that
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there has been a prophet among them. 6And you, son of man, have no fear of them or of
theirwords, even if sharp thorns are round you and you are living among scorpions: have
no fear of their words and do not be overcome by their looks, for they are an uncontrolled
people. 7And you are to give themmy words, if they give ear to you or if they do not: for
they are uncontrolled. 8But you, son of man, give ear to what I say to you, and do not be
uncontrolled like that uncontrolled people: let your mouth be open and take what I give
you. 9And looking, I sawahand stretchedout tome, and I saw the roll of a book in it; 10And
he put it open before me, and it had writing on the front and on the back; words of grief
and sorrow and trouble were recorded in it.

3
1And he said to me, Son of man, take this roll for your food, and go and saymywords to

the children of Israel. 2And, on my opening my mouth, he made me take the roll as food.
3 And he said to me, Son of man, let your stomach make a meal of it and let your inside
be full of this roll which I am giving you. Then I took it, and it was sweet as honey in my
mouth. 4And he said tome, Son ofman, go now to the children of Israel, and saymywords
to them. 5 For you are not sent to a people whose talk is strange and whose language is
hard, but to the children of Israel; 6Not to a number of peoples whose talk is strange and
whose language is hard and whose words are not clear to you. Truly, if I sent you to them
they would give ear to you. 7 But the children of Israel will not give ear to you; for they
have no mind to give ear to me: for all the children of Israel have a hard brow and a stiff
heart. 8 See, I have made your face hard against their faces, and your brow hard against
their brows. 9 Like a diamond harder than rock I have made your brow: have no fear of
them and do not be overcome by their looks, for they are an uncontrolled people. 10Then
he said tome, Son ofman, take into your heart allmywordswhich I amabout to say to you,
and let your ears be open to them. 11And go now to those who have been taken away as
prisoners, to the children of your people, and say to them, This is what the Lord has said; if
they give ear or if they donot. 12Then Iwas lifted upby thewind, and atmyback the sound
of a great rushing came tomy earswhen the glory of the Lordwas lifted up fromhis place.
13And there was the sound of the wings of the living beings touching one another, and the
sound of the wheels at their side, the sound of a great rushing. 14And the wind, lifting me
up, tookme away: and I went in the heat of my spirit, and the hand of the Lordwas strong
onme. 15Then I came to thosewhohadbeen taken away as prisoners, whowere at Telabib
by the river Chebar, and I was seated among them full of wonder for seven days. 16And at
the end of seven days, theword of the Lord came tome, saying, 17Son ofman, I havemade
you a watchman for the children of Israel: so give ear to the word of my mouth, and give
themword fromme of their danger. 18When I say to the evil-doer, Death will certainly be
your fate; and you give him no word of it and say nothing to make clear to the evil-doer
the danger of his evil way, so that he may be safe; that same evil man will come to death
in his evil-doing; but I will make you responsible for his blood. 19But if you give the evil-
doer word of his danger, and he is not turned from his sin or from his evil way, death will
overtake him in his evil-doing; but your life will be safe. 20Again, when an upright man,
turning away fromhis righteousness, does evil, and I put a cause of falling inhisway, death
will overtake him: because you have given him noword of his danger, deathwill overtake
him in his evil-doing, and there will be nomemory of the upright acts which he has done;
but I will make you responsible for his blood. 21But if you say to the upright man that he
is not to do evil, hewill certainly keep his life because he took note of yourword; and your
life will be safe. 22And the hand of the Lord was on me there; and he said, Get up and go
out into the valley and there I will have talk with you. 23 Then I got up and went out into
the valley; and I saw the glory of the Lord resting there as I had seen it by the river Chebar;
and I went down on my face. 24 Then the spirit came into me and put me on my feet; and
he had talkwithme and said tome, Go and keep yourself shut up inside your house. 25But
see, O son of man, I will put bands on you, prisoning you in them, and you will not go out
among them: 26And I will make your tongue fixed to the roof of your mouth, so that you
have no voice and may not make protests to them: for they are an uncontrolled people.
27But when I have talk with you I will make yourmouth open, and you are to say to them,
This is what the Lord has said: Let the hearer give ear; and as for himwhowill not, let him
keep his ears shut: for they are an uncontrolled people.

4
1 And you, son of man, take a back and put it before you and on it make a picture of a

town, even Jerusalem. 2 And make an attack on it, shutting it in, building strong places
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against it, and making high an earthwork against it; and put up tents against it, placing
engines all round it for smashing down itswalls. 3And take a flat iron plate, and put it for a
wall of iron between you and the town: and let your face be turned to it, and it will be shut
in and you will make an attack on it. This will be a sign to the children of Israel. 4 Then,
stretching yourself out on your left side, take the sin of the children of Israel on yourself:
for as long as you are stretched out, so long will the sin of the children of Israel be on you.
5 For I have had the years of their sin measured for you by a number of days, even three
hundred and ninety days: and you will take on yourself the sin of the children of Israel.
6And when these days are ended, turning on your right side, you are to take on yourself
the sin of the children of Judah: forty days, a day for a year, I have had it fixed for you.
7And let your face be turned towhere Jerusalem is shut in, with your arm uncovered, and
be a prophet against it. 8And see, I will put bands on you; and you will be stretched out
without turning fromone side to the other till the days of your attack are ended. 9And take
for yourself wheat and barley and different sorts of grain, and put them in one vessel and
makebread for yourself from them; all the dayswhenyouare stretchedonyour side itwill
be your food. 10And you are to take your food by weight, twenty shekels a day: you are to
take it at regular times. 11Andyouare to takewater bymeasure, the sixthpart of a hin: you
are to take it at regular times. 12And let your food be barley cakes, cooking it before their
eyeswith thewastewhich comes out of aman. 13And theLord said, Even so the childrenof
Israel will have unclean bread for their food among the nations where I am driving them.
14 Then I said, Ah, Lord! see, my soul has never been unclean, and I have never taken as
my food anything which has come to a natural death or has been broken by beasts, from
the timewhen Iwas young even till now; nodisgustingfleshhas ever come intomymouth.
15 Then he said to me, See, I have given you cow's waste in place of man's waste, and you
will make your bread ready on it. 16And he said to me, Son of man, see, I will take away
from Jerusalem her necessary bread: they will take their bread by weight and with care,
measuring out their drinking-water with fear and wonder: 17 So that they may be in need
of bread andwater and be wondering at one another, wasting away in their sin.

5
1And you, son of man, take a sharp sword, using it like a haircutter's blade, andmaking

it go over your head and the hair of your chin: and take scales for separating the hair by
weight. 2 You are to have a third part burned with fire inside the town, when the days
of the attack are ended; and a third part you are to take and give blows with the sword
round about it; and give a third part for the wind to take away, and let loose a sword after
them. 3 And take from them a small number of hairs, folding them in your skirts. 4 And
again take some of these and put them in the fire, burning them up in the fire; and say
to all the children of Israel, 5 This is what the Lord has said: This is Jerusalem: I have put
her among the nations, and countries are round her on every side; 6 And she has gone
against my orders by doing evil more than the nations, and against my rules more than
the countries round her: for they have given upmy orders, and as for my rules, they have
not gone in the way of them. 7 For this cause the Lord has said: Because you have been
more uncontrolled than the nations round about you, and have not been guided by my
rules or keptmy orders, but have kept the orders of the nations round about you; 8For this
cause the Lord has said: See, I, even I, am against you; and I will be judging among you
before the eyes of the nations. 9And I will do in you what I have not done and will not do
again, because of all your disgusting ways. 10For this cause fathers will take their sons for
food among you, and sonswillmake ameal of their fathers; and Iwill be judge among you,
and all the rest of you I will send away to every wind. 11 For this cause, by my life, says
the Lord, because you have made my holy place unclean with all your hated things and
all your disgusting ways, you will become disgusting to me; my eye will have no mercy
and I will have no pity. 12 A third of you will come to death from disease, wasting away
among you through need of food; a third will be put to the sword round about you; and a
third I will send away to every wind, letting loose a sword after them. 13 So my wrath will
be complete and my passion will come to rest on them; and they will be certain that I the
Lord have given the word of decision, when my wrath against them is complete. 14And I
will make you a waste and a name of shame among the nations round about you, in the
eyes of everyone who goes by. 15 And you will be a name of shame and a cause of bitter
words, an example and awonder to the nations round about you, when I give effect tomy
judging among you in wrath and in passion and in burning protests: I the Lord have said
it: 16When I send on you the evil arrows of disease, causing destruction, which I will send
to put an end to you; and, further, I will take away your necessary food. 17And I will send
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on you need of food and evil beasts, and theywill be a cause of loss to you; and disease and
violent deathwill go through you; and Iwill send the sword on you: I the Lord have said it.

6
1 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 Son of man, let your face be turned

to the mountains of Israel, and be a prophet to them, and say, 3 You mountains of Israel,
give ear to the words of the Lord: this is what the Lord has said to the mountains and the
hills, to the waterways and the valleys: See, I, even I, am sending on you a sword for the
destructionof yourhighplaces. 4Andyour altarswill bemadewaste, andyour sun-images
will be broken: and I will have your deadmen placed before your images. 5And I will put
the dead bodies of the children of Israel in front of their images, sending your bones in
all directions about your altars. 6 In all your living-places the towns will become broken
walls, and the high places madewaste; so that your altars may be broken down andmade
waste, and your images broken and ended, and so that your sun-images may be cut down
and your works rubbed out. 7And the dead will be falling down among you, and you will
be certain that I am theLord. 8But still, Iwill keep a small band safe from the sword among
the nations, when you are sent wandering among the countries. 9And those of you who
are kept safewill haveme inmind among the nationswhere they have been taken away as
prisoners, how I sent punishment on their hearts which were untrue to me, and on their
eyes which were turned to their false gods: and they will be full of hate for themselves
because of the evil things which they have done in all their disgusting ways. 10And they
will be certain that I am the Lord: not for nothing did I say that Iwould do this evil to them.
11 This is what the Lord has said: Give blows with your hand, stamping with your foot,
and say, O sorrow! because of all the evil and disgusting ways of the children of Israel: for
deathwill overtake themby the sword and throughneed of food and by disease. 12Hewho
is far away will come to his death by disease; he who is near will be put to the sword; he
who is shut up will come to his death through need of food; and I will give full effect to
my passion against them. 13And you will be certain that I am the Lord, when their dead
men are stretched among their images round about their altars on every high hill, on all
the tops of the mountains, and under every branching tree, and under every thick oak-
tree, the places where they made sweet smells to all their images. 14And my hand will be
stretched out against them,making the landwaste and unpeopled, from thewaste land to
Riblah, through all their living-places: and they will be certain that I am the Lord.

7
1And thewordof theLord came tome, saying, 2Andyou, sonofman, say, This iswhat the

Lord has said to the land of Israel: An endhas come, the end has come on the four quarters
of the land. 3Now the end has come on you, and I will sendmywrath on you, judging you
for yourways, I will send punishment on you for all your disgusting acts. 4My eyewill not
havemercy on you, and Iwill have no pity: but Iwill send the punishment of yourways on
you, and your disgusting works will be among you: and you will be certain that I am the
Lord. 5This is what the Lord has said: An evil, even one evil; see, it is coming. 6An end has
come, the end has come; see, it is coming on you. 7The crowning time has come on you, O
people of the land: the time has come, the day is near; the day will not be slow in coming,
it will not keep back. 8Now, in a little time, I will let loose my passion on you, and give
full effect to my wrath against you, judging you for your ways, and sending punishment
on you for all your disgusting works. 9My eyewill not havemercy, and I will have no pity:
I will send on you the punishment of yourways, and your disgusting works will be among
you; and you will see that I am the Lord who gives punishment. 10 See, the day; see, it is
coming: the crowning time has gone out; the twisted way is flowering, pride has put out
buds. 11Violent behaviourhas been liftedup into a rodof evil; itwill not be slow in coming,
it will not keep back. 12 The time has come, the day is near: let not him who gives a price
for goods be glad, or himwho gets the price have sorrow: 13For the traderwill not go back
to the things for which he had his price, even while he is still living: 14 And he who has
given a price for goods will not get them, for my wrath is on all of them. 15Outside is the
sword, and inside disease andneed of food: hewho is in the open countrywill be put to the
sword; hewho is in the townwill come to his end through need of food and disease. 16And
those of them who get away safely will go and be in the secret places like the doves of the
valleys, all of themwill come to death, every one in his sin. 17All hands will be feeble and
all kneeswithout strength, likewater. 18And theywill put haircloth round them, and deep
fear will be covering them; and shamewill be on all faces, and the hair gone from all their
heads. 19Theywill put out their silver into the streets, and their gold will be as an unclean
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thing; their silver and their goldwill not be able to keep themsafe in the day of thewrath of
the Lord; they will not get their desire or have food for their need: because it has been the
cause of their falling into sin. 20As for their beautiful ornament, they had put it on high,
and had made the images of their disgusting and hated things in it: for this cause I have
made it an unclean thing to them. 21And I will give it into the hands of men from strange
lands who will take it by force, and to the evil-doers of the earth to have for themselves;
and theywill make it unholy. 22Andmy facewill be turned away from them, and theywill
make my secret place unholy: violent men will go into it and make it unholy. 23Make the
chain: for the land is full of crimes of blood, and the town is full of violent acts. 24For this
reason I will send the worst of the nations and they will take their houses for themselves:
I will make the pride of their strength come to an end; and their holy places will be made
unclean. 25Shaking fear is coming; and theywill be looking for peace, and therewill be no
peace. 26Destructionwill come on destruction, and one story after another; and the vision
of the prophet will be shamed, and knowledge of the law will come to an end among the
priests, andwisdomamong theold. 27Thekingwill givehimself up to sorrow, and the ruler
will be clothedwithwonder, and the hands of the people of the landwill be troubled: I will
give thempunishment for theirways, judging themas it is right for them to be judged; and
they will be certain that I am the Lord.

8
1Nowin the sixthyear, in the sixthmonth, on thefifthdayof themonth,when Iwas inmy

house and the responsiblemenof Judahwere seated beforeme, the hand of the Lord came
on me there. 2And looking, I saw a form like fire; from the middle of his body and down
there was fire: and up from the middle of his body a sort of shining, like electrum. 3And
he put out the form of a hand and tookme by the hair ofmy head; and thewind, liftingme
up between the earth and the heaven, took me in the visions of God to Jerusalem, to the
way into the inner door facing to the north; wherewas the seat of the image of envy. 4And
I saw the glory of the Lord there, as in the visionwhich I saw in the valley. 5Then he said to
me, Son ofman, now let your eyes be lifted up in the direction of the north; and on looking
in the direction of the north, to the north of the doorway of the altar, I saw this image of
envy by theway in. 6And he said tome, Son ofman, do you see what they are doing? even
the very disgusting thingswhich the children of Israel are doing here, causingme to go far
away frommy holy place? but youwill see othermost disgusting things. 7And he tookme
to the door of the open place; and looking, I saw a hole in thewall. 8And he said tome, Son
of man, make a hole in the wall: and after making a hole in the wall I saw a door. 9 And
he said tome, Go in and see the evil and disgusting things which they are doing here. 10So
I went in and saw; and there every sort of living thing which goes flat on the earth, and
unclean beasts, and all the images of the children of Israel, were pictured round about on
the wall. 11And before them seventy of the responsible men of the children of Israel had
taken their places, every man with a vessel for burning perfumes in his hand, and in the
middle of themwas Jaazaniah, the son of Shaphan; and a cloud of smokewent up from the
burning perfume. 12And he said to me, Son of man, have you seen what the responsible
men of the children of Israel do in the dark, everyman in his roomof pictured images? for
they say, The Lord does not see us; the Lord has gone away from the land. 13Then he said
to me, You will see even more disgusting things which they do. 14 Then he took me to the
door of the way into the Lord's house looking to the north; and there women were seated
weeping for Tammuz. 15 Then he said to me, Have you seen this, O son of man? you will
see evenmore disgusting things than these. 16And he tookme into the inner square of the
Lord's house, and at the door of the Temple of the Lord, between the covered way and the
altar, there were about twenty-fivemenwith their backs turned to the Temple of the Lord
and their faces turned to the east; and they were worshipping the sun, turning to the east.
17Then he said to me, Have you seen this, O son of man? is it a small thing to the children
of Judah that they do the disgusting thingswhich they are doing here? for they havemade
the land full of violent behaviour, makingme angry again and again: and see, they put the
branch tomy nose. 18For this reason Iwill let loosemywrath: my eyewill not havemercy,
and I will have no pity.

9
1 Then crying out in my hearing in a loud voice, he said, Let the overseers of the town

come near, every man armed. 2 And six men came from the way of the higher doorway
looking to the north, every man with his axe in his hand: and one man among them was
clothed in linen, with a writer's inkpot at his side. And they went in and took their places



Ezekiel 9:3 567 Ezekiel 11:2

by the brass altar. 3And the glory of the God of Israel had gone up from the winged ones
on which it was resting, to the doorstep of the house. And crying out to the man clothed
in linen who had the writer's inkpot at his side, 4 The Lord said to him, Go through the
town, through the middle of Jerusalem, and put a mark on the brows of the men who are
sorrowing and crying for all the disgusting things which are done in it. 5And to these he
said in my hearing, Go through the town after him using your axes: do not let your eyes
havemercy, andhavenopity: 6Giveup todestructionoldmenandyoungmenandvirgins,
little children and women: but do not come near any man who has the mark on him: and
make a start at my holy place. So they made a start with the old menwho were before the
house. 7And he said to them, Make the house unclean, make the open places full of dead:
go forward and send destruction on the town. 8Nowwhile they were doing so, and I was
untouched, I went down on my face, and crying out, I said, Ah, Lord! will you give all the
rest of Israel to destruction in letting loose yourwrath on Jerusalem? 9Then he said tome,
The sin of the children of Israel and Judah is very, very great, and the land is full of blood
and the town full of evil ways: for they say, The Lord has gone away from the land, and the
Lord does not see. 10And as forme,my eyewill not havemercy, and Iwill have no pity, but
I will send the punishment of their ways on their heads. 11Then the man clothed in linen,
who had the inkpot at his side, came back and said, I have done what you gave me orders
to do.

10
1Then looking, I saw that on the archwhichwas over the head of the winged ones there

was seen over them what seemed like a sapphire stone, having the form of a king's seat.
2 And he said to the man clothed in linen, Go in between the wheels, under the winged
ones, and get your twohands full of burning coals frombetween thewingedones and send
them in a shower over the town. And he went in before my eyes. 3Now the winged ones
were stationed on the right side of the house when themanwent in; and the inner square
was full of the cloud. 4And the glory of the Lord went up from the winged ones and came
to rest over the doorstep of the house; and the house was full of the cloud and the open
squarewas full of the shiningof theLord's glory. 5And the soundof thewingsof thewinged
ones was clear even in the outer square, like the voice of the Ruler of all. 6And when he
gave orders to the man clothed in linen, saying, Take fire from between the wheels, from
between the winged ones, then he went in and took his place at the side of a wheel. 7And
stretching out his hand to the fire which was between the winged ones, he took some of it
and went out. 8And I saw the form of a man's hands among the winged ones under their
wings. 9And looking, I saw four wheels by the side of the winged ones, one wheel by the
side of a winged one and another wheel by the side of another: and the wheels were like
the colour of a beryl stone to the eye. 10 In form the four of them were all the same, they
seemed like a wheel inside a wheel. 11When they were moving, they went on their four
sides without turning; they went after the head in the direction in which it was looking;
they went without turning. 12 And the edges of the four wheels were full of eyes round
about. 13 As for the wheels, they were named in my hearing, the circling wheels. 14 And
every one had four faces: the first face was the face of a winged one, and the second was
the face of aman, and the third the face of a lion, and the fourth the face of an eagle. 15And
the winged ones went up on high: this is the living being which I saw by the river Chebar.
16And when the winged ones went, the wheels went by their side: and when their wings
were lifted to take them up from the earth, the wheels were not turned from their side.
17When theywere at rest in their place, thesewere at rest; when theywere lifted up, these
went upwith them: for the spirit of lifewas in them. 18Then the glory of the Lordwent out
from the doorstep of the house, and came to rest over the winged ones. 19And the winged
ones, lifting up their wings, went up from the earth before my eyes, with the wheels by
their side: and they came to rest at the east doorway of the Lord's house; and the glory of
the God of Israel was over them on high. 20 This is the living being which I saw under the
God of Israel by the river Chebar; and it was clear to me that they were the winged ones.
21 Every one had four faces and every one had four wings; and hands like a man's hands
were under their wings. 22As for the form of their faces, they were the faces whose form I
saw by the river Chebar; when they went, every one of themwent straight forward.

11
1And thewind, liftingme up, tookme to the east doorway of the Lord's house, looking to

the east: and at the door I saw twenty-fivemen; and among them I saw Jaazaniah, the son
of Azzur, and Pelatiah, the son of Benaiah, rulers of the people. 2 Then he said to me, Son
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ofman, these are themenwho are designing evil, who are teaching evil ways in this town:
3Who say, This is not the time for building houses: this town is the cooking-pot andwe are
the flesh. 4For this cause be a prophet against them, be a prophet, O son of man. 5And the
spirit of the Lord came onme, and he said tome, Say, These are thewords of the Lord: This
is what you have said, O children of Israel; what comes into yourmind is clear tome. 6You
have made great the number of your dead in this town, you have made its streets full of
dead men. 7 For this reason the Lord has said: Your dead whom you have put down in its
streets, they are the flesh, and this town is the cooking-pot: but I will make you come out
from inside it. 8Youhavebeen fearing the sword, and Iwill send the swordonyou, says the
Lord. 9 I will make you come out from inside the town andwill give you up into the hands
of men from other lands, and will be judge among you. 10You will come to your death by
the sword; and I will be your judge in the land of Israel; and you will be certain that I am
the Lord. 11This townwill not be your cooking-pot, and youwill not be the flesh inside it; I
will be your judge at the limit of the land of Israel; 12And you will be certain that I am the
Lord: for you have not been guided bymy rules or given effect to my orders, but you have
been living by the orders of the nations round about you. 13Nowwhile I was saying these
things, deathcametoPelatiah, the sonofBenaiah. Then fallingdownonmyfaceandcrying
out with a loud voice, I said, Ah, Lord! will you put an end to all the rest of Israel? 14And
the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 15 Son of man, your countrymen, your relations,
and all the children of Israel, all of them, are those to whom the people of Jerusalem have
said, Go far from the Lord; this land is given to us for a heritage: 16 For this reason say,
This is what the Lord has said: Though I have had themmoved far off among the nations,
and though I have sent themwandering among the countries, still I have been a safe place
for them for a little time in the countries where they have come. 17Then say, This is what
the Lord has said: I will get you together from the peoples, and make you come out of the
countries where you have been sent in flight, and I will give you the land of Israel. 18And
they will come there, and take away all the hated and disgusting things from it. 19And I
will give them a new heart, and I will put a new spirit in them; and I will take the heart of
stone out of their flesh and give them a heart of flesh: 20 So that theymay be guided bymy
rules and keep my orders and do them: and they will be to me a people, and I will be to
them a God. 21 But as for those whose heart goes after their hated and disgusting things,
I will send on their heads the punishment of their ways, says the Lord. 22 Then the wings
of the winged ones were lifted up, and the wheels were by their side; and the glory of the
God of Israel was over them on high. 23And the glory of the Lord went up from inside the
town, and came to rest on themountainon the east side of the town. 24And thewind, lifting
me up, took me in the visions of God into Chaldaea, to those who had been taken away as
prisoners. So the vision which I had seen went away from me. 25 Then I gave an account
to those who had been taken prisoners of all the things which the Lord hadmademe see.

12
1 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 Son of man, you are living among

an uncontrolled people, who have eyes to see but see not, and ears for hearing but they
do not give ear; for they are an uncontrolled people. 3 And you, O son of man, by day,
before their eyes, get ready the vessels of one who is taken away, and go away from your
place to another place before their eyes: it may be that they will see, though they are an
uncontrolled people. 4Byday, before their eyes, take out your vessels like those of onewho
is takenaway: andgoout in the eveningbefore their eyes, like thosewhoare takenawayas
prisoners. 5Make a hole in the wall, before their eyes, and go out through it. 6And before
their eyes, take your goods on your back and go out in the dark; gowith your face covered:
for I havemade you a sign to the children of Israel. 7And I did as I was ordered: I took out
my vessels by day, like those of one who is taken away, and in the evening I made a hole
through the wall with a tent-pin; and in the dark I went out, taking my things on my back
before their eyes. 8And in the morning the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 9 Son of
man, has not Israel, the uncontrolled people, said to you,What are you doing? 10You are to
say to them, This iswhat the Lord has said: Thisword has to dowith the ruler in Jerusalem
and all the children of Israel in it. 11 Say, I am your sign: as I have done, so will it be done
to them: they will go away as prisoners. 12And the ruler who is among themwill take his
goods on his back in the dark and go out: he will make a hole in the wall through which
to go out: he will have his face covered so that he may not be seen. 13And my net will be
stretchedout onhim, andhewill be taken inmycords: and Iwill takehim toBabylon to the
landof theChaldaeans; buthewill not see it, and theredeathwill come tohim. 14Andallhis
helpers round about him and all his armies I will send in flight to everywind; and Iwill let
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loose a sword after them. 15And they will be certain that I am the Lord, when I send them
inflight among the nations, driving themout through the countries. 16But a small number
of them I will keep from the sword, from the need of food, and from disease, so that they
may make clear all their disgusting ways among the nations where they come; and they
will be certain that I am the Lord. 17Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 18 Son
of man, take your food with shaking fear, and your water with trouble and care; 19 And
say to the people of the land, This is what the Lord has said about the people of Jerusalem
and the land of Israel: They will take their food with care and their drink with wonder,
so that all the wealth of their landmay be taken from it because of the violent ways of the
people living in it. 20And the peopled townswill bemadewaste, and the landwill become
a wonder; and you will be certain that I am the Lord. 21And the word of the Lord came to
me, saying, 22 Son of man, what is this saying which you have about the land of Israel, The
time is long and every vision comes to nothing? 23For this cause say to them, This is what
the Lordhas said: I havemade this saying come to an end, and itwill no longer be used as a
common saying in Israel; but say to them, The days are near, and the effect of every vision.
24 For there will be no more false visions or smooth use of secret arts in Israel. 25 For I am
the Lord; I will say the word andwhat I say I will do; it will not be put off: for in your days,
O uncontrolled people, I will say theword and do it, says the Lord. 26Again theword of the
Lord came to me, saying, 27 Son of man, see, the children of Israel say, The vision which
he sees is for the days which are a long way off, and his words are of times still far away.
28Say to them then, This is what the Lord has said: Not one ofmywordswill be put off any
longer, but what I say I will do, says the Lord.

13
1 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 Son of man, be a prophet against the

prophets of Israel, and say to thoseprophetswhosewords are the inventionof their hearts,
Give ear to the word of the Lord; 3 This is what the Lord has said: A curse on the foolish
prophets who go after the spirit which is in them and have seen nothing! 4O Israel, your
prophets have been like jackals in thewaste places. 5Youhave not gone up into the broken
places or made up the wall for the children of Israel to take your place in the fight in the
day of the Lord. 6 They have seen visions without substance and made use of secret arts,
who say, The Lord has said; and the Lord has not sent them: hoping that the word would
have effect. 7Have you not seen a visionwithout substance and have you not falselymade
use of secret arts, when you say, The Lord has said; though I have said nothing? 8So this is
what the Lord has said: Because your words are without substance and your visions are
false, see, I am against you, says the Lord. 9Andmy handwill be against the prophets who
see visions without substance and who make false use of secret arts: they will not be in
the secret of my people, and they will not be recorded in the list of the children of Israel,
and theywill not come into the land of Israel; and it will be clear to you that I am the Lord.
10Because, evenbecause theyhavebeenguidingmypeople into error, saying, Peace;when
there is no peace; and in the building of a division wall they put whitewash on it: 11 Say to
thosewhoputwhitewash on it, Therewill be an overflowing shower; and you, O ice-drops,
will come raining down; and it will be broken in two by the storm-wind. 12And when the
wall has come down, will they not say to you, Where is the whitewash which you put on
it? 13 For this reason, the Lord has said: I will have it broken in two by a storm-wind in
my passion; and there will be an overflowing shower in my wrath, and you, O ice-drops,
will come raining angrily down. 14 So I will let the wall, which you were covering with
whitewash, bebrokendown; Iwill have it levelled to theearth so that its base isuncovered:
it will come down, and destructionwill come on youwith it; and it will be clear to you that
I am the Lord. 15 So I will let loose my passion on the wall in full measure, and on those
who put whitewash on it; and I will say to you, Where is the wall, and where are those
who put whitewash on it? 16Even the prophets of Israel who say words to Jerusalem, who
see visions of peace for her when there is no peace, says the Lord. 17And you, son of man,
let your face be turned against the daughters of your people, who are acting the part of
prophets at their pleasure; be a prophet against them, and say, 18This is what the Lord has
said: A curse is on thewomenwho are stitching bands on all arms and putting veils on the
heads of those of every size, so that they may go after souls! Will you go after the souls of
my people and keep yourselves safe from death? 19And you have putme to shame among
mypeople for a little barley and somebits of bread, sending death on souls forwhom there
is no cause of death, and keeping those souls living who have no right to life, by the false
words you say to my people who give ear to what is false. 20 For this cause the Lord has
said: See, I am against your bands with which you go after souls, and I will violently take
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them off their arms; and I will let loose the souls, even the souls whom you go after freely.
21 And I will have your veils violently parted in two, and will make my people free from
your hands, and they will no longer be in your power for you to go after them; and you
will be certain that I am the Lord. 22 Because with your false words you have given pain
to the heart of the upright manwhen I had not made him sad; in order to make strong the
hands of the evil-doer so that he may not be turned from his evil way and get life: 23 For
this cause you will see no more foolish visions or make false use of secret arts: and I will
makemy people free from your power; and youwill be certain that I am the Lord.

14
1Thencertainof the responsiblemenof Israel came tomeand took their seats beforeme.

2And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 3 Son of man, these men have taken their
false gods into their hearts andput before their faces the sinwhich is the cause of their fall:
am I to give ear when they come to me for directions? 4 For this cause say to them, These
are the words of the Lord: Every man of Israel who has taken his false god into his heart,
and put before his face the sinwhich is the cause of his fall, and comes to the prophet; I the
Lordwill givehimananswerbymyself inagreementwith thenumberofhis false gods; 5So
as to take the children of Israel in the thoughts of their hearts, because they have become
strange to me through their false gods. 6 For this cause say to the children of Israel, These
are the words of the Lord: Come back and give up your false gods and let your faces be
turned from your disgusting things. 7When any one of the men of Israel, or of those from
other lands who are living in Israel, who has become strange to me, and takes his false
gods into his heart, and puts before his face the sin which is the cause of his fall, comes to
the prophet to get directions fromme; I the Lordwill give him an answer bymyself: 8And
my facewill be turned against thatman, and I will make him a sign and a common saying,
cutting him off from amongmy people; and youwill be certain that I am the Lord. 9And if
the prophet, tricked by deceit, says anything, it is I the Lord by whom he has been tricked,
and Iwill put outmyhand against him, andhewill be cut off fromamongmypeople Israel.
10And thepunishmentof their sinwill beon them: the sinof theprophetwill be the sameas
the sin of himwho goes to him for directions; 11So that the children of Israelmayno longer
go wandering away fromme, or make themselves unclean with all their wrongdoing; but
they will be my people, and I will be their God, says the Lord. 12And the word of the Lord
came to me, saying, 13 Son of man, when a land, sinning against me, does wrong, and my
hand is stretched out against it, and the support of its bread is broken, and I make it short
of food, cutting off man and beast from it: 14 Even if these three men, Noah, Daniel, and
Job, were in it, only themselveswould they keep safe by their righteousness, says the Lord.
15Or if I send evil beasts through the land causing destruction andmaking it waste, so that
nomanmay go through because of the beasts: 16Even if these threemenwere in it, bymy
life, says the Lord, they would not keep safe their sons or daughters, but only themselves,
and the landwouldbemadewaste. 17Or if I senda swordagainst that land, and say, Sword,
go through the land, cutting off from it man and beast: 18Even if these three men were in
it, by my life, says the Lord, they would not keep safe their sons or daughters, but only
themselves. 19 Or if I send disease into that land, letting loose my wrath on it in blood,
cutting off from it man and beast: 20 Even if Noah, Daniel, and Job were in it, by my life,
says the Lord, theywould not keep son or daughter safe; only themselveswould they keep
safe through their righteousness. 21 For this is what the Lord has said: How much more
when I send my four bitter punishments on Jerusalem, the sword and need of food and
evil beasts and disease, cutting off from it man and beast? 22But truly, there will still be a
small band whowill be safe, even sons and daughters: and they will come out to you, and
you will see their ways and their doings: and you will be comforted about the evil which
I have sent on Jerusalem, even about everything I have sent on it. 23 They will give you
comfort when you see their ways and their doings: and you will be certain that not for
nothing have I done all the things I have done in it, says the Lord.

15
1And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 Son of man, what is the vine-tree more

than any branching treewhich is among the trees of thewoods? 3Will itswood be used for
any work? do men make of it a pin for hanging any vessel on? 4 See, it is put into the fire
for burning: the fire has made a meal of its two ends and the middle part of it is burned;
is it good for any work? 5 Truly, before it was cut down, it was not used for any purpose:
how much less, when the fire has made a meal of it and it is burned, will it be made into
anything? 6 For this cause the Lord has said: Like the vine-tree among the trees of the
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woods which I have given to the fire for burning, so will I give the people of Jerusalem.
7Andmy face will be turned against them; and though they have come out of the fire they
will be burnedupby it; and itwill be clear to you that I am the Lordwhenmy face is turned
against them. 8And Iwillmake the landawastebecause theyhavedoneevil, says theLord.

16
1And theword of the Lord came tome, saying, 2Son ofman,make clear to Jerusalemher

disgustingways, 3And say, This iswhat the Lord has said to Jerusalem: Your start and your
birthwas fromthe landof theCanaanite; anAmoritewasyour fatherandyourmotherwas
a Hittite. 4As for your birth, on the day of your birth your cord was not cut and you were
not washed in water tomake you clean; youwere not salted or folded in linen bands. 5No
eye had pity on you to do any of these things to you or to be kind to you; but you were
put out into the open country, because your life was hated at the time of your birth. 6And
when I went past you and saw you stretched out in your blood, I said to you, Though you
are stretched out in your blood, have life; 7And be increased in number like the buds of
the field; and you were increased and became great, and you came to the time of love:
your breasts were formed and your hair was long; but you were uncovered and without
clothing. 8Nowwhen I went past you, looking at you, I saw that your time was the time of
love; and I put my skirts over you, covering your unclothed body: and I gave youmy oath
and made an agreement with you, says the Lord, and you became mine. 9Then I had you
washed with water, washing away all your blood and rubbing you with oil. 10And I had
you clothed with needlework, and put leather shoes on your feet, folding fair linen about
you and covering you with silk. 11And I made you fair with ornaments and put jewels on
your hands and a chain on your neck. 12And I put a ring in your nose and ear-rings in your
ears and a beautiful crown on your head. 13 So you were made beautiful with gold and
silver; and your clothingwas of the best linen and silk and needlework; your foodwas the
bestmeal andhoney andoil: andyouwere verybeautiful. 14Youwere sobeautiful that the
story of you went out into all nations; you were completely beautiful because of my glory
which I had put on you, says the Lord. 15But you put your faith in the fact that you were
beautiful, acting like a loose woman because youwere widely talked of, and offering your
cheap love to everyonewhowent by, whoever it might be. 16And you took your robes and
made high places for yourself ornamented with every colour, acting like a loose woman
on them, without shame or fear. 17And you took the fair jewels, my silver and gold which
I had given to you, and made for yourself male images, acting like a loose woman with
them; 18 And you took your robes of needlework for their clothing, and put my oil and
my perfume before them. 19 And my bread which I gave you, the best meal and oil and
honey which I gave you for your food, you put it before them for a sweet smell, says the
Lord. 20 And you took your sons and your daughters whom I had by you, offering even
these to them to be their food. Was your loose behaviour so small a thing, 21That you put
my children to death and gave them up to go through the fire to them? 22And in all your
disgusting and false behaviour you had no memory of your early days, when you were
uncovered and without clothing, stretched out in your blood. 23And it came about, after
all your evil-doing, says the Lord, 24 That you made for yourself an arched room in every
open place. 25 You put up your high places at the top of every street, and made the grace
of your form a disgusting thing, opening your feet to everyone who went by, increasing
your loose ways. 26 And you went with the Egyptians, your neighbours, great of flesh;
increasing your loose ways, moving me to wrath. 27Now, then, my hand is stretched out
against you, cutting down your fixed amount, and I have given you up to the desire of your
haters, the daughters of the Philistines who are shamed by your loose ways. 28 And you
went with the Assyrians, because of your desire which was without measure; you were
acting like a loose woman with them, and still you had not enough. 29 And you went on
in your loose ways, even as far as the land of Chaldaea, and still you had not enough.
30How feeble is your heart, says the Lord, seeing that you do all these things, the work
of a loose and overruling woman; 31 For you have made your arched room at the top of
every street, and your high place in every open place; though you were not like a loose
woman in getting together your payment. 32 The untrue wife who takes strange lovers in
place of her husband! 33 They give payment to all loose women: but you give rewards to
your lovers, offering them payment so that they may come to you on every side for your
cheap love. 34 And in your loose behaviour you are different from other women, for no
one goes after you to make love to you: and because you give payment and no payment is
given to you, in this you are different from them. 35For this cause, O loosewoman, give ear
to the voice of the Lord: 36This is what the Lord has said: Because your unclean behaviour
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was let loose and your body uncovered in your loosewayswith your lovers andwith your
disgusting images, and for the blood of your children which you gave to them; 37 For this
cause I will get together all your lovers with whom you have taken your pleasure, and all
those towhomyou have given your love, with all thosewhowere hated by you; I will even
make them come together against you on every side, and Iwill have you uncovered before
them so that they may see your shame. 38 And you will be judged by me as women are
judged who have been untrue to their husbands and have taken life; and I will let loose
against you passion and bitter feeling. 39 I will give you into their hands, and your arched
room will be overturned and your high places broken down; they will take your clothing
off you and take away your fair jewels: and when they have done, you will be uncovered
and shamed. 40And they will get together a meeting against you, stoning you with stones
andwounding youwith their swords. 41And they will have you burnedwith fire, sending
punishments on you before the eyes of great numbers of women; and I will put an end to
your looseways, and youwill no longer give payment. 42And the heat ofmywrath against
youwill haveanend, andmybitter feelingwill be turnedaway fromyou, and Iwill bequiet
andwill be angry no longer. 43Because you have not kept inmind the dayswhen youwere
young, but have been troubling me with all these things; for this reason I will make the
punishment of your ways come on your head, says the Lord, because you have done this
evil thing in addition to all your disgusting acts. 44See, in every common saying about you
it will be said, As the mother is, so is her daughter. 45You are the daughter of your mother
whose soul is turned in disgust from her husband and her children; and you are the sister
of your sisters who were turned in disgust from their husbands and their children: your
mother was a Hittite and your father an Amorite. 46Your older sister is Samaria, living at
your left hand, she and her daughters: and your younger sister, living at your right hand,
is Sodomand her daughters. 47Still you have not gone in theirways or done the disgusting
things which they have done; but, as if that was only a little thing, you have gone deeper
in evil than they in all yourways. 48Bymy life, says the Lord, Sodom your sister never did,
she or her daughters, what you and your daughters have done. 49Truly, this was the sin of
your sister Sodom: pride, a fullmeasure of food, and the comforts ofwealth in peace, were
seen in her and her daughters, and she gave no help to the poor or to those in need. 50They
were full of pride and didwhatwas disgusting tome: and so I took them away as you have
seen. 51And Samaria has not done half your sins; but you have made the number of your
disgusting acts greater than theirs, making your sisters seemmore upright than you by all
thedisgusting thingswhichyouhavedone. 52Andyouyourselfwill beput to shame, in that
you have given the decision for your sisters; through your sins, which aremore disgusting
than theirs, they are more upright than you: truly, you will be shamed and made low, for
you havemade your sisters seemupright. 53And Iwill let their fate be changed, the fate of
Sodom and her daughters, and the fate of Samaria and her daughters, and your fate with
theirs. 54 So that you will be shamed and made low because of all you have done, when I
havemercy onyou. 55Andyour sisters, Sodomandherdaughters,will go back to their first
condition, and Samaria andher daughterswill go back to their first condition, andyouand
your daughterswill go back to yourfirst condition. 56Wasnot your sister Sodomanoath in
yourmouth in the day of your pride, 57Before your shamewas uncovered? Now you have
become like her a word of shame to the daughters of Edom and all who are round about
you, the daughters of the Philistines who put shame on you round about. 58 The reward
of your evil designs and your disgusting ways has come on you, says the Lord. 59 For this
is what the Lord has said: I will do to you as you have done, you who, putting the oath on
one side, have let the agreement be broken. 60But still I will keep in mind the agreement
made with you in the days when you were young, and I will make with you an eternal
agreement. 61Then at thememory of yourways youwill be overcomewith shame, when I
take your sisters, the older and the younger, and give them to you for daughters, but not by
your agreement. 62And I will makemy agreement with you; and you will be certain that I
am the Lord: 63So that, at thememory of these things, youmay be at a loss, never opening
yourmouth because of your shame; when you havemy forgiveness for all you have done,
says the Lord.

17
1And the word of the Lord came tome, saying, 2 Son of man, give out a dark saying, and

make a comparison for the children of Israel, 3And say, This is what the Lord has said: A
great eagle with great wings, full of long feathers of different colours, came to Lebanon,
and took the top of the cedar: 4 Biting off the highest of its young branches, he took it to
the land of Canaan, and put it in a town of traders. 5And he took some of the seed of the
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land, planting it in fertile earth, placing it by great waters; he put it in like a willow-tree.
6And its growthwent on and it became a vine, low andwidely stretching, whose branches
were turned tohimand its rootswereunderhim: so it becameavine, putting out branches
and young leaves. 7And there was another eagle with great wings and thick feathers: and
now this vine, pushing out its roots to him, sent out its branches in his direction from the
bed where it was planted, so that he might give it water. 8 He had it planted in a good
field by great waters so that it might put out branches and have fruit and be a strong vine.
9 Say, This is what the Lord has said: Will it do well? will he not have its roots pulled up
and its branches cut off, so that all its young leaves may become dry and it may be pulled
up by its roots? 10 And if it is planted will it do well? will it not become quite dry at the
touch of the east wind, drying up in the bed where it was planted? 11 Then the word of
the Lord came to me, saying, 12 Say now to this uncontrolled people, Are these things not
clear to you? Say to them, See, the king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and took its king and
its rulers away with him to Babylon; 13And he took one of the sons of the king and made
an agreement with him; and he put him under an oath, and took away the great men of
the land: 14 So that the kingdommight be made low with no power of lifting itself up, but
mightkeephis agreement tobehis servants. 15Buthewentagainsthis authority in sending
representatives to Egypt to get from them horses and a great army. Will he do well? will
he be safe who does such things? if the agreement is broken will he be safe? 16Bymy life,
says the Lord, truly in the place of the king whomade him king, whose oath he put on one
side and let his agreement with him be broken, even in Babylon he will come to his death.
17 And Pharaoh with his strong army and great forces will be no help to him in the war,
when they put up earthworks and make strong walls for the cutting off of lives: 18 For he
put his oath on one side in letting the agreement be broken; and though he had given his
hand to it, he did all these things; he will not get away safe. 19And so the Lord has said, By
my life, truly, for my oath which he put on one side, and my agreement which has been
broken, I will send punishment on his head. 20My net will be stretched out over him, and
he will be taken in my cords, and I will send him to Babylon, and there I will be his judge
for the wrong which he has done against me. 21 All his best fighting-men will be put to
the sword, and the rest will be sent away to every wind: and you will be certain that I the
Lord have said it. 22 This is what the Lord has said: Further, I will take the highest top of
the cedar and put it in the earth; cutting off from the highest of his young branches a soft
one, I will have it planted on a high and great mountain; 23 It will be planted on the high
mountain of Israel: it will put out branches and have fruit and be a fair cedar: under it all
birds of every sort will make their living-place, resting in the shade of its branches. 24And
it will be clear to all the trees of the field that I the Lord have made low the high tree and
made high the low tree, drying up the green tree andmaking the dry tree full of growth; I
the Lord have said it and have done it.

18
1 The word of the Lord came to me again, saying, 2Why do you make use of this saying

about the landof Israel, The fathers havebeen tastingbitter grapes and the children's teeth
are on edge? 3Bymy life, says the Lord, youwill no longer have this saying in Israel. 4See,
all souls are mine; as the soul of the father, so the soul of the son is mine: death will be the
fate of the sinner's soul. 5 But if a man is upright, living rightly and doing righteousness,
6 And has not taken flesh with the blood for food, or given worship to the images of the
children of Israel; if he has not had connection with his neighbour's wife, or come near to
a woman at the time when she is unclean; 7And has done no wrong to any, but has given
back to the debtor what is his, and has taken no one's goods by force, and has given food
to him who was in need of it, and clothing to him who was without it; 8And has not given
hismoney out at interest or taken great profits, and, turning his hand from evil-doing, has
kept faith betweenman andman, 9Andhas been guided bymy rules and has keptmy laws
and done them: he is upright, life will certainly be his, says the Lord. 10 If he has a son
who is a thief, a taker of life, who does any of these things, 11Who has taken flesh with the
blood as food, and has had connectionwith his neighbour's wife, 12Has donewrong to the
poor and to himwho is in need, and taken property by force, and has not given back to one
in his debt what is his, and has given worship to images and has done disgusting things,
13And has given out his money at interest and taken great profits: he will certainly not go
on living: he has done all these disgusting things: deathwill certainly be his fate; his blood
will be on him. 14 Now if he has a son who sees all his father's sins which he has done,
and in fear does not do the same: 15Who has not taken the flesh with the blood for food,
or given worship to the images of the children of Israel, and has not had connection with
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his neighbour's wife, 16Or done wrong to any, or taken anything from one in his debt, or
taken goods by force, but has given food to himwhowas in need of it, and clothing to him
whowaswithout it; 17Whohas kept his hand fromevil-doing and has not taken interest or
great profits, who has done my orders and been guided by my rules: he will certainly not
be put to death for the evil-doing of his father; life will certainly be his. 18As for his father,
becausehewas cruel, tookgoodsby force, anddidwhat isnot goodamonghispeople, truly,
death will overtake him in his evil-doing. 19 But you say, Why does not the son undergo
punishment for the evil-doing of the father? When the son has done what is ordered and
right, and has kept my rules and done them, life will certainly be his. 20 The soul which
does sin will be put to death: the sonwill not bemade responsible for the evil-doing of the
father, or the father for the evil-doing of the son; the righteousness of the upright will be
on himself, and the evil-doing of the evil-doer on himself. 21 But if the evil-doer, turning
away from all the sins which he has done, keeps my rules and does what is ordered and
right, life will certainly be his; death will not be his fate. 22Not one of the sins which he
has done will be kept in memory against him: in the righteousness which he has done he
will have life. 23Have I any pleasure in the death of the evil-doer? says the Lord: am I
not pleased if he is turned from his way so that he may have life? 24But when the upright
man, turning away from his righteousness, does evil, like all the disgusting things which
the evil man does, will he have life? Not one of his upright acts will be kept in memory: in
the wrong which he has done and in his sin death will overtake him. 25 But you say, The
way of the Lord is not equal. Give ear, now, O children of Israel; is my way not equal? are
not your ways unequal? 26When the upright man, turning away from his righteousness,
does evil, death will overtake him; in the evil which he has done death will overtake him.
27Again, when the evil-doer, turning away from the evil he has done, doeswhat is ordered
and right, he will have life for his soul. 28Because he had fear and was turned away from
all the wrongwhich he had done, life will certainly be his, death will not be his fate. 29But
still the children of Israel say, The way of the Lord is not equal. O children of Israel, are
my ways not equal? are not your ways unequal? 30 For this cause I will be your judge, O
children of Israel, judging everyman by hisways, says the Lord. Come back and be turned
from all your sins; so that they may not be the cause of your falling into evil. 31 Put away
all your evil-doing in which you have done sin; and make for yourselves a new heart and
a new spirit: why are you desiring death, O children of Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in
the death of him onwhomdeath comes, says the Lord: be turned back then, and have life.

19
1 Take up now a song of grief for the ruler of Israel, and say, 2What was your mother?

Like a she-lion among lions, stretched out among the young lions she gave food to her little
ones. 3And one of her little ones came to growth under her care, and became a young lion,
learning to go after beasts for his food; andhe tookmen for hismeat. 4And the nations had
news of him; he was taken in the hole they had made: and, pulling him with hooks, they
took him into the land of Egypt. 5Nowwhen she saw that her hope was made foolish and
gone, she took another of her little ones and made him into a young lion. 6And he went
up and down among the lions and became a young lion, learning to go after beasts for his
food; and he took men for his meat. 7And he sent destruction on their widows and made
waste their towns; and the land and everything in it became waste because of the loud
sound of his voice. 8Then the nations came against him from the kingdoms round about:
their netwas stretched over him and hewas taken in the hole they hadmade. 9Theymade
him a prisonerwith hooks, and took him to the king of Babylon; they put him in the strong
place so that his voice might be sounding no longer on the mountains of Israel. 10 Your
mother was in comparison like a vine, planted by the waters: she was fertile and full of
branches because of the greatwaters. 11And she had a strong rod for a rod of authority for
the rulers, and it became tall among the clouds and itwas seen liftedupamong thenumber
of its branches. 12But she was uprooted in burning wrath, andmade low on the earth; the
east wind came, drying her up, and her branches were broken off; her strong rod became
dry, the fire made a meal of it. 13And now she is planted in the waste land, in a dry and
unwatered country. 14And fire has gone out from her rod, causing the destruction of her
branches, so that there is no strong rod in her to be the ruler's rod of authority. This is a
song of grief, and it was for a song of grief.

20
1Now it cameabout in the seventh year, in thefifthmonth, on the tenthdayof themonth,

that certain of the responsiblemen of Israel came to get directions from the Lord andwere
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seated before me. 2Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 3 Son of man, say to the
responsible men of Israel, This is what the Lord has said: Have you come to get directions
fromme? Bymy life, says the Lord, you will get no directions fromme. 4Will you be their
judge, O son of man, will you be their judge? make clear to them the disgusting ways of
their fathers, 5 And say to them, This is what the Lord has said: In the day when I took
Israel for myself, when I made an oath to the seed of the family of Jacob, and I gave them
knowledge of myself in the land of Egypt, saying to themwith an oath, I am the Lord your
God; 6 In that day I gave my oath to take them out of the land of Egypt into a land which
I had been searching out for them, a land flowing with milk and honey, the glory of all
lands: 7 And I said to them, Let every man among you put away the disgusting things to
which his eyes are turned, and do notmake yourselves uncleanwith the images of Egypt; I
am theLordyourGod. 8But theywouldnot be controlledbyme, anddidnot give ear tome;
they did not put away the disgusting things towhich their eyeswere turned, or give up the
images of Egypt: then I said I would let loose my passion on them to give full effect to my
wrath against them in the land of Egypt. 9And I was acting for the honour of my name, so
that it might not be made unclean before the eyes of the nations among whom they were,
and before whose eyes I gave them knowledge of myself, by taking them out of the land
of Egypt. 10 So I made them go out of the land of Egypt and took them into the waste land.
11And I gave themmyrules andmade clear to themmyorders,which, if amankeeps them,
will be life to him. 12And further, I gave them my Sabbaths, to be a sign between me and
them, so that it might be clear that I, whomake themholy, am the Lord. 13But the children
of Israelwouldnotbecontrolledbyme in thewaste land: theywerenot guidedbymyrules,
and theywere turned away frommy orders, which, if aman does them,will be life to him;
and they had no respect for my Sabbaths: then I said that I would let loose my passion on
them in the waste land, and put an end to them. 14And I was acting for the honour of my
name, so that it might not be made unclean in the eyes of the nations, before whose eyes I
had taken them out. 15And further, I gave my oath to them in the waste land, that I would
not take them into the land which I had given them, a land flowing with milk and honey,
the glory of all lands; 16 Because they were turned away from my orders, and were not
guided by my rules, and had no respect for my Sabbaths: for their hearts went after their
images. 17But still my eye had pity on them and I kept them from destruction and did not
put an end to themcompletely in thewaste land. 18And I said to their children in thewaste
land, Do not be guided by the rules of your fathers or keep their orders ormake yourselves
unclean with their images: 19 I am the Lord your God; be guided bymy rules and keepmy
orders and do them: 20 And keep my Sabbaths holy; and they will be a sign between me
and you so that it may be clear to you that I am the Lord your God. 21 But the children
would not be controlled by me; they were not guided by my rules, and they did not keep
and do my orders, which, if a man does them, will be life to him; and they had no respect
for my Sabbaths: then I said I would let loose my passion on them to give full effect to my
wrath against them in the waste land. 22And I was acting for the honour of my name, so
that itmight not bemade unclean in the eyes of the nations, beforewhose eyes I had taken
them out. 23 Further, I gave my oath to them in the waste land that I would send them
wandering among the nations, driving them out among the countries; 24Because they had
not done my orders, but had been turned away frommy rules, and had not given respect
to my Sabbaths, and their eyes were turned to the images of their fathers. 25And further, I
gave them rules which were not good and orders in which there was no life for them; 26 I
made them unclean in the offerings they gave, causing them to make every first child go
through the fire, so that I might put an end to them. 27 For this cause, son of man, say to
the children of Israel, This is what the Lord has said: In this your fathers have further put
shame onmynameby doingwrong againstme. 28Forwhen I had taken them into the land
which I made an oath to give to them, then they saw every high hill and every branching
tree and made their offerings there, moving me to wrath by their offerings; and there the
sweet smell of their offerings went up and their drink offerings were drained out. 29Then
I said to them,What is this high placewhere you go to no purpose? And it is named Bamah
to this day. 30For this cause say to the children of Israel, This is what the Lord has said: Are
you making yourselves unclean as your fathers did? are you being untrue to me by going
after their disgustingworks? 31Andwhen you give your offerings, causing your sons to go
through the fire, you make yourselves unclean with all your images to this day; and will
you come tome fordirections, O childrenof Israel? Bymy life, says theLord, youwill get no
direction fromme. 32And that which comes into your minds will never take place; when
you say,Wewill be like the nations, like the families of the countries, servants ofwood and
stone; 33Bymy life, says the Lord, truly, with a strong hand and with an outstretched arm
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andwithburningwrath let loose, Iwill beKingover you: 34And Iwill take youout from the
peoples and get you together out of the countries where you are wandering, with a strong
handandwith anoutstretchedarmandwithburningwrath let loose: 35And Iwill take you
into the waste land of the peoples, and there I will take up the cause with you face to face.
36As I took up the cause with your fathers in the waste land of the land of Egypt, so will I
take up the cause with you says the Lord. 37And I will make you go under the rod andwill
makeyou small innumber: 38Clearing out fromamongyouall thosewhoareuncontrolled
andwho are sinning against me; I will take them out of the landwhere they are living, but
they will not come into the land of Israel: and you will be certain that I am the Lord. 39As
for you, O children of Israel, the Lord has said: Let every man completely put away his
images and give ear to me: and let my holy name no longer be shamed by your offerings
and your images. 40For inmyholymountain, in the highmountain of Israel, says the Lord,
there all the children of Israel, all of them, will bemy servants in the land; there I will take
pleasure in them, and there I will be worshipped with your offerings and the first-fruits
of the things you give, and with all your holy things. 41 I will take pleasure in you as in a
sweet smell, when I take you out from the peoples and get you together from the countries
where you have been sent in flight; and I will make myself holy in you before the eyes of
the nations. 42And you will be certain that I am the Lord, when I take you into the land of
Israel, into the country which I made an oath to give to your fathers. 43And there, at the
memory of your ways and of all the things you did to make yourselves unclean, you will
have bitter hate for yourselves because of all the evil things you have done. 44And youwill
be certain that I am the Lord, when I take you in hand for the honour ofmy name, and not
for your evil ways or your unclean doings, O children of Israel, says the Lord. 45Then the
word of the Lord came tome, saying, 46Son ofman, let your face be turned to the south, let
your words be dropped to the south, and be a prophet against the woodland of the South;
47And say to the woodland of the South, Give ear to the words of the Lord: this is what the
Lordhas said: See, Iwill have afire lighted in you, for thedestruction of every green tree in
you and every dry tree: the flaming flamewill not be put out, and all faces from the south
to the northwill be burned by it. 48And all fleshwill see that I the Lord have had it lighted:
it will not be put out. 49Then I said, Ah, Lord! they say of me, Is he not a maker of stories?

21
1And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 Son of man, let your face be turned to

Jerusalem, let your words be dropped in the direction of her holy place, and be a prophet
against the land of Israel; 3And say to the land of Israel, These are the words of the Lord:
See, I am against you, and I will take my sword out of its cover, cutting off from you the
upright and the evil. 4Because I am going to have the upright and the evil cut off from you,
for this cause my sword will go out from its cover against all flesh from the south to the
north: 5And all flesh will see that I the Lord have taken my sword out of its cover: and it
will never go back. 6Make sounds of grief, son of man; with body bent and a bitter heart
make sounds of grief before their eyes. 7And when they say to you, Why are you making
soundsofgrief? thensay, Becauseof thenews, for it is coming: andeveryheartwill become
soft, and all handswill be feeble, and every spirit will be burning low, and all kneeswill be
turned to water: see, it is coming and it will be done, says the Lord. 8And the word of the
Lord came to me, saying, 9 Son of man, say as a prophet, These are the words of the Lord:
Say, A sword, a swordwhich has beenmade sharp and polished: 10 It has beenmade sharp
to give death; it is polished so that it may be like a thunder-flame: ... 11And I have given it
to the polisher so that it may be taken in the hand: he has made the sword sharp, he has
had it polished, to put it into the hand of himwho gives death. 12Give loud cries andmake
sounds of grief, O son ofman: for it has come onmy people, it has come on all the rulers of
Israel: fear of the sword has come onmypeople: for this cause give signs of grief. 13 ... 14So
then, son of man, be a prophet, and put your hands together with a loud sound, and give
two blowswith the sword, and even three; it is the sword of thosewho arewounded, even
the sword of the wounded; the great swordwhich goes round about them. 15 In order that
heartsmay become soft, and the number of thosewho are fallingmay be increased, I have
sent death by the sword against all their doors: you aremade like aflame, you are polished
for death. 16Be pointed to the right, to the left, wherever your edge is ordered. 17And Iwill
putmyhands togetherwith a loud sound, and Iwill letmywrath have rest: I the Lord have
said it. 18And the word of the Lord came tome again, saying, 19And you, son of man, have
two ways marked out, so that the sword of the king of Babylon may come; let the two of
them come out of one land: and let there be a pillar at the top of the road: 20Put a pillar at
the top of the road for the sword to come to Rabbah in the land of the children of Ammon,
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and to Judah and to Jerusalem in themiddle of her. 21For the king of Babylon tookhis place
at the parting of the ways, at the top of the two roads, to make use of secret arts: shaking
the arrows this way and that, he put questions to the images of his gods, he took note of
the inner parts of dead beasts. 22At his right handwas the fate of Jerusalem, to give orders
for destruction, to send up the war-cry, to put engines of war against the doors, lifting up
earthworks, buildingwalls. 23And this answer given by secret arts will seem false to those
who have given their oaths and have let them be broken: but he will keep the memory of
evil-doing so that theymay be taken. 24For this cause the Lord has said: Because you have
made your evil-doing come to mind by the uncovering of your wrongdoing, causing your
sins to be seen in all your evil-doings; because you have come tomind, youwill be taken in
them. 25And you, O evil one, wounded to death, O ruler of Israel, whose day has come in
the time of the last punishment; 26This iswhat the Lord has said: Take away the holy head-
dress, take off the crown: this will not be again: let that which is low be lifted up, and that
which is high be made low. 27 I will let it be overturned, overturned, overturned: this will
not be again till he comeswhose right it is; and I will give it to him. 28And you, son ofman,
say as a prophet, This is what the Lord has said about the children of Ammon and about
their shame: Say, A sword, even a sword let loose, polished for death, tomake it shining so
that it may be like a flame: 29 Your vision is to no purpose, your use of secret arts gives a
false answer, to put it on the necks of evil-doerswho arewounded to death, whose day has
come, in the time of the last punishment. 30Go back into your cover. In the place where
you were made, in the land fromwhich you were taken, I will be your judge. 31And I will
let loose my burning passion on you, breathing out on you the fire of my wrath: and I will
give you up into the hands ofmen like beasts, trained to destruction. 32Youwill be food for
the fire; your blood will be drained out in the land; there will be no more memory of you:
for I the Lord have said it.

22
1And theword of the Lord came tome, saying, 2Andyou, son ofman,will you be a judge,

will you be a judge of the town of blood? then make clear to her all her disgusting ways.
3And you are to say, This iswhat the Lord has said: A town causing blood to be drained out
in her streets so that her time may come, and making images in her to make her unclean!
4 You are responsible for the blood drained out by you, and you are unclean through the
images which you have made; and you have made your day come near, and the time of
your judging has come; for this cause I havemade you a name of shame to the nations and
a cause of laughing to all countries. 5Those who are near and those who are far from you
willmake sport of you; yourname is unclean, you are full of sounds of fear. 6See, the rulers
of Israel, every one in his family, have been causing death in you. 7 In you they have hadno
respect for father andmother; in you they have been cruel to theman froma strange land;
in you they have done wrong to the child without a father and to the widow. 8 You have
made little ofmy holy things, and havemademy Sabbaths unclean. 9 In you there aremen
who say evil of others, causing death; in you they have taken the flesh with the blood for
food; in your streets they have put evil designs into effect. 10 In you they have let the shame
of their fathers be seen; in you theyhavedonewrong to awomanat the timewhen shewas
unclean. 11And in you one man has done what was disgusting with his neighbour's wife;
and another has made his daughter-in-law unclean; and another has done wrong to his
sister, his father's daughter. 12 In you they have taken rewards as the price of blood; you
have taken interest and great profits, and you have taken away your neighbours' goods by
force, and have not kept me in mind, says the Lord. 13 See, then, I have made my hands
come together in wrath against your taking of goods by force and against the bloodwhich
has beenflowing in you. 14Will your heart be high or your hands strong in the dayswhen I
takeyou inhand? I theLordhave said it andwill do it. 15And Iwill sendyou inflight among
thenationsandwanderingamong thecountries; and Iwill completely takeawayoutofyou
everything which is unclean. 16And you will be made low before the eyes of the nations;
and itwill be clear toyou that I amtheLord. 17And thewordof theLordcame tome, saying,
18Sonofman, the children of Israel havebecome like the poorest sort ofwastemetal tome:
they are all silver and brass and tin and iron and lead mixed with waste. 19For this cause
the Lord has said: Because you have all become waste metal, see, I will get you together
inside Jerusalem. 20As they put silver and brass and iron and lead and tin together inside
the oven, heating up the fire on it to make it soft; so will I get you together in my wrath
and in my passion, and, heating the fire with my breath, will make you soft. 21 Yes, I will
take you, breathing on you the fire of mywrath, and youwill become soft in it. 22As silver
becomes soft in theoven, soyouwill becomesoft in it; andyouwill be certain that I theLord
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have let loosemy passion on you. 23And theword of the Lord came tome, saying, 24Son of
man, say to her, You are a land on which no rain or thunderstorm has come in the day of
wrath. 25Her rulers in her are like a loud-voiced lion violently taking his food; they have
made ameal of souls; they have taken wealth and valued property; they have made great
the number of widows in her. 26Her priests have been acting violently against my law;
they havemademyholy things unclean: they havemade no division betweenwhat is holy
andwhat is common, and theyhavenotmade it clear that the unclean is different from the
clean, and their eyes have been shut tomy Sabbaths, and I am not honoured among them.
27Her rulers in her are like wolves violently taking their food; putting men to death and
causing the destruction of souls, so that theymay get their profit. 28Andher prophets have
been using whitewash, seeing foolish visions and making false use of secret arts, saying,
This is what the Lord has said, when the Lord has said nothing. 29 The people of the land
havebeenacting cruelly, takingmen's goods by force; theyhavebeenhardon thepoor and
those in need, and have done wrong to the man from a strange land. 30And I was looking
for a man among them who would make up the wall and take his station in the broken
place before me for the land, so that I might not send destruction on it: but there was no
one. 31And I let loose my passion on them, and have put an end to them in the fire of my
wrath: I havemade the punishment of their ways come on their heads, says the Lord.

23
1 The word of the Lord came to me again, saying, 2 Son of man, there were two women,

daughters of one mother: 3 They were acting like loose women in Egypt; when they were
young their behaviourwas loose: there their breastswere crushed, even thepoints of their
young breasts were crushed. 4 Their names were Oholah, the older, and Oholibah, her
sister: and they became mine, and gave birth to sons and daughters. As for their names,
Samaria is Oholah, and Jerusalem, Oholibah. 5 And Oholah was untrue to me when she
was mine; she was full of desire for her lovers, even for the Assyrians, her neighbours,
6 Who were clothed in blue, captains and rulers, all of them young men to be desired,
horsemen seated on horses. 7 And she gave her unclean love to them, all of them the
noblest men of Assyria: and she made herself unclean with the images of all who were
desired by her. 8 And she has not given up her loose ways from the time when she was
in Egypt; for when she was young they were her lovers, and by them her young breasts
were crushed, and they let loose on her their unclean desire. 9 For this cause I gave her
up into the hands of her lovers, into the hands of the Assyrians on whom her desire was
fixed. 10By these her shamewas uncovered: they took her sons and daughters and put her
to death with the sword: and she became a cause of wonder to women; for they gave her
the punishment which was right. 11And her sister Oholibah saw this, but her desire was
evenmore unmeasured, and her loose behaviour was worse than that of her sister. 12 She
was full of desire for the Assyrians, captains and rulers, her neighbours, clothed in blue,
horsemen going on horses, all of them youngmen to be desired. 13And I saw that she had
become unclean; the two of themwent the same way. 14And her loose behaviour became
worse; for she saw men pictured on a wall, pictures of the Chaldaeans painted in bright
red, 15With bands round their bodies and with head-dresses hanging round their heads,
all of them looking like rulers, like the Babylonians, the land of whose birth is Chaldaea.
16 And when she saw them she was full of desire for them, and sent servants to them in
Chaldaea. 17And the Babylonians came to her, into the bed of love, andmade her unclean
with their loose desire, and she became uncleanwith them, and her soul was turned from
them. 18 So her loose behaviour was clearly seen and her shame uncovered: thenmy soul
was turned from her as it had been turned from her sister. 19 But still she went on the
morewith her loose behaviour, keeping inmind the early days when she had been a loose
woman in the land of Egypt. 20And shewas full of desire for her lovers, whose flesh is like
the flesh of asses andwhose seed is like the seed of horses. 21And shemade thememory of
the loosewaysofher early years comeback tomind,whenheryoungbreastswere crushed
by the Egyptians. 22 For this cause, O Oholibah, this is what the Lord has said: See, I will
make your lovers come up against you, even those from whom your soul is turned away
in disgust; and I will make them come up against you on every side; 23 The Babylonians
and all the Chaldaeans, Pekod and Shoa and Koa, and all the Assyrians with them: young
men to be desired, captains and rulers all of them, and chiefs, her neighbours, all of them
on horseback. 24And they will come against you from the north on horseback, with war-
carriages and a great band of peoples; they will put themselves in order against you with
breastplate and body-cover andmetal head-dress round about you: and I will make them
your judges, and they will give their decision against you as seems right to them. 25And
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mybitter feelingwill beworking against you, and theywill take you in handwith passion;
they will take away your nose and your ears, and the rest of you will be put to the sword:
they will take your sons and daughters, and the rest of you will be burned up in the fire.
26And they will take all your clothing off you and take away your ornaments. 27 So I will
put an end to your evil ways and your loose behaviourwhich came from the land of Egypt:
and your eyes will never be lifted up to them again, and you will have no more memory
of Egypt. 28 For this is what the Lord has said: See, I will give you up into the hands of
those who are hated by you, into the hands of those fromwhom your soul is turned away
in disgust: 29And they will take you in hand with hate, and take away all the fruit of your
work, and let youbeunveiledandwithout clothing: and the shameofyour loosebehaviour
will beuncovered, yourevil designsandyour looseways. 30Theywill do these things toyou
because you have been untrue to me, and have gone after the nations, and have become
unclean with their images. 31 You have gone in the way of your sister; and I will give her
cup into your hand. 32 This is what the Lord has said: You will take a drink from your
sister's cup, which is deep and wide: you will be laughed at and looked down on, more
than you are able to undergo. 33 You will be broken and full of sorrow, with the cup of
wonder and destruction, with the cup of your sister Samaria. 34And after drinking it and
draining it out, you will take the last drops of it to the end, pulling off your breasts: for
I have said it, says the Lord. 35 So this is what the Lord has said: Because you have not
kept me in your memory, and because your back has been turned to me, you will even
undergo the punishment of your evil designs and your looseways. 36Then the Lord said to
me: Son of man, will you be the judge of Oholibah? then make clear to her the disgusting
things she has done. 37 For she has been false to me, and blood is on her hands, and with
her images she has been untrue; and more than this, she made her sons, whom she had
by me, go through the fire to them to be burned up. 38 Further, this is what she has done
to me: she has made my holy place unclean and has made my Sabbaths unclean. 39 For
when she hadmade an offering of her children to her images, she came intomy holy place
to make it unclean; see, this is what she has done inside my house. 40And she even sent
for men to come from far away, to whom a servant was sent, and they came: for whom
shewaswashing her body and painting her eyes andmaking herself fair with ornaments.
41And she took her seat on a great bed, with a table put ready before it on which she put
my perfume and my oil. 42 ... and they put jewels on her hands and beautiful crowns on
her head. 43 Then I said ... now she will go on with her loose ways. 44And they went in to
her, as men go to a loose woman: so they went in to Oholibah, the loose woman. 45 And
upright men will be her judges, judging her as false wives and women who take lives are
judged; because she has been untrue to me and blood is on her hands. 46 For this is what
the Lord has said: I will make a great meeting of the people come together against her,
and will send on her shaking fear and take everything from her. 47And the meeting, after
stoning her with stones, will put an end to her with their swords; they will put her sons
and daughters to death and have her house burned up with fire. 48And I will put an end
to evil in all the land, teaching all women not to do as you have done. 49And I will send on
you the punishment of your evil ways, and you will be rewarded for your sins with your
images: and you will be certain that I am the Lord.

24
1And theword of the Lord came tome in the ninth year, in the tenthmonth, on the tenth

day of the month, saying, 2 Son of man, put down in writing this very day: The king of
Babylon let loose the weight of his attack against Jerusalem on this very day. 3Andmake a
comparison for this uncontrolled people, and say to them, This is what the Lord has said:
Put on the cooking-pot, put it on the fire and put water in it: 4 And get the bits together,
the fat tail, every good part, the leg and the top part of it: make it full of the best bones.
5 Take the best of the flock, put much wood under it: see that its bits are boiling well; let
the bones be cooked inside it. 6 For this is what the Lord has said: A curse is on the town
of blood, the cooking-pot which is unclean inside, which has never beenmade clean! take
out its bits; its fate is still to come on it. 7For her blood is in her; she has put it on the open
rock not draining it on to the earth so that it might be covered with dust; 8 In order that it
might make wrath come up to give punishment, she has put her blood on the open rock,
so that it may not be covered. 9 For this cause the Lord has said: A curse is on the town of
blood! and I will make great the burning mass. 10 Put on much wood, heating up the fire,
boiling the flesh well, and making the soup thick, and let the bones be burned. 11 And I
will put her on the coals so that she may be heated and her brass burned, so that what is
unclean in her may become soft and her waste be completely taken away. 12 I have made
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myself tired to no purpose: still all thewastewhich is in her has not come out, it has an evil
smell. 13As for your unclean purpose: because I have been attempting to make you clean,
but you have not been made clean from it, you will not be made clean till I have let loose
my passion on you in full measure. 14 I the Lord have said the word and I will do it; I will
not go back or have mercy, and my purpose will not be changed; in the measure of your
ways and of your evil doings youwill be judged, says the Lord. 15And theword of the Lord
came tome, saying, 16Son ofman, see, I am taking away the desire of your eyes by disease:
but let there be no sorrow or weeping or drops running from your eyes. 17Let there be no
sound of sorrow; make no weeping for your dead, put on your head-dress and your shoes
on your feet, let not your lips be covered, and do not take the food of those in grief. 18So in
the morning I was teaching the people and in the evening death took my wife; and in the
morning I did what I had been ordered to do. 19And the people said to me, Will you not
make clear to us the sense of these things; is it for us you do them? 20Then I said to them,
The word of the Lord came to me, saying, 21 Say to the people of Israel, The Lord has said,
See, I will make my holy place unclean, the pride of your strength, the pleasure of your
eyes, and the desire of your soul; and your sons and daughters, who did not comewith you
here, will be put to the sword. 22And you will do as I have done, not covering your lips or
taking the food of those in grief. 23And your head-dresses will be on your heads and your
shoes on your feet: therewill be no sorroworweeping; but youwill bewasting away in the
punishment of your evil-doing, and you will be looking at one another in wonder. 24And
Ezekielwill be a sign to you; everythinghehas done youwill do: when this takes place, you
will be certain that I am the Lord. 25And as for you, son ofman, yourmouthwill be shut in
the daywhen I take from them their strength, the joy of their glory, the desire of their eyes,
and that on which their hearts are fixed, and their sons and daughters. 26 In that day, one
who has got away safe will come to you to give you news of it. 27 In that day your mouth
will be open to himwhohas got away safe, and youwill saywords to himand your lipswill
no longer be shut: so youwill be a sign to them and theywill be certain that I am the Lord.

25
1And thewordof theLord came tome, saying, 2Sonofman, let your face be turned to the

children of Ammon, and be a prophet against them: 3And say to the children of Ammon,
Give ear to the word of the Lord; this is what the Lord has said: Because you said, Aha!
against my holy place when it was made unclean, and against the land of Israel when it
wasmadewaste, andagainst thepeople of Judahwhen theywere takenawayas prisoners;
4For this cause I will give you up to the children of the east for their heritage, and theywill
put their tent-circles in you andmake their houses in you; theywill take your fruit for their
food and your milk for their drink. 5And I will make Rabbah a place for housing camels,
and the children of Ammon a resting-place for flocks: and you will be certain that I am
the Lord. 6 For the Lord has said, Because you have made sounds of joy with your hands,
stamping your feet, and have been glad, putting shame with all your soul on the land of
Israel; 7For this causemy hand has been stretched out against you, and I will give up your
goods to be taken by the nations; I will have you cut off from the peoples and will put an
end to you among the countries: I will give you up to destruction; and you will be certain
that I am the Lord. 8This is what the Lord has said: BecauseMoab and Seir are saying, See,
the people of Judah are like all the nations; 9 For this cause, I will let the side of Moab be
uncovered, and his towns on every side, the glory of the land, Beth-jeshimoth, Baal-meon
and as far as Kiriathaim. 10 To the children of the east I have given her for a heritage, as
well as the children of Ammon, so that theremay be nomemory of her among the nations:
11 And I will be the judge of Moab; and they will see that I am the Lord. 12 This is what
the Lord has said: Because Edom has taken his payment from the people of Judah, and
has done great wrong in taking payment from them; 13 The Lord has said, My hand will
be stretched out against Edom, cutting off from it man and beast: and I will make it waste,
fromTeman even as far as Dedan theywill be put to the sword. 14 I will take payment from
Edom because of my people Israel; and I will take Edom in hand in my wrath and in my
passion: and they will have experience of my reward, says the Lord. 15 This is what the
Lord has said: Because the Philistines have taken payment, with the purpose of causing
shame and destruction with unending hate; 16 The Lord has said, See, my hand will be
stretched out against the Philistines, cutting off the Cherethites and sending destruction
on the rest of the sea-land. 17And I will take great payment from themwith acts of wrath;
and they will be certain that I am the Lord when I sendmy punishment on them.
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26
1Now in the eleventh year, on the first day of the month, the word of the Lord came to

me, saying, 2 Son of man, because Tyre has said against Jerusalem, Aha, she who was the
doorway of the peoples is broken; she is turned over to them; she who was full is made
waste; 3 For this cause the Lord has said, See, I am against you, O Tyre, and will send up a
number of nations against you as the sea sends up its waves. 4And theywill give the walls
of Tyre to destruction and have its towers broken: and Iwill take even her dust away from
her, and make her an uncovered rock 5 She will be a place for the stretching out of nets in
the middle of the sea; for I have said it, says the Lord: and her goods will be given over to
thenations. 6Andher daughters in the open countrywill be put to the sword: and theywill
be certain that I am the Lord. 7 For this is what the Lord has said: See, I will send up from
the north Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, king of kings, against Tyre, with horses and
war-carriages and with an army and great numbers of people. 8He will put to the sword
your daughters in the open country: he will make strong walls against you and put up an
earthwork against you, arming himself for war against you. 9Hewill put up his engines of
war against yourwalls, and your towerswill be broken downbyhis axes. 10Because of the
number of his horses youwill be coveredwith their dust: yourwalls will be shaking at the
noise of the horsemen and of thewheels and of thewar-carriages, whenhe comes through
yourdoorways, as into a townwhichhasbeenbrokenopen. 11Your streetswill be stamped
down by the feet of his horses: he will put your people to the sword, and will send down
the pillars of your strength to the earth. 12Theywill take by force all yourwealth and go off
with the goodswithwhich youdo trade: theywill have yourwalls brokendownandall the
houses of yourdesire givenup todestruction: theywill put your stones andyourwoodand
your dust deep in the water. 13 I will put an end to the noise of your songs, and the sound
of your instruments of music will be gone for ever. 14 I will make you an uncovered rock:
youwill be a place for the stretching out of nets; therewill be no building you up again: for
I the Lord have said it, says the Lord. 15This is what the Lord has said to Tyre: Will not the
sea-lands be shaking at the sound of your fall, when the wounded give cries of pain, when
menareput to the sword in you? 16Thenall the rulers of the seawill comedown from their
high seats, and put away their robes and take off their clothing of needlework: they will
put on the clothing of grief, they will take their seats on the earth, shaking with fear every
minute and overcomewithwonder at you. 17And theywill send up a song of grief for you,
and say to you, What destruction has come on you, how are you cut off from the sea, the
noted town, which was strong in the sea, she and her people, causing the fear of them to
come on all the dry land! 18Now the sea-lands will be shaking in the day of your fall; and
all the ships on the sea will be overcome with fear at your going. 19 For this is what the
Lord has said: I will make you a waste town, like the towns which are unpeopled; when I
make the deep come upon you, covering youwith great waters. 20Then I will make you go
downwith thosewho go down into the underworld, to the people of the past, causing your
living-place to be in the deepest parts of the earth, in places long unpeopled, with those
who go down into the deep, so that there will be no one living in you; and you will have
no glory in the land of the living. 21 I will make you a thing of fear, and youwill come to an
end: even if you are looked for, you will not be seen again for ever, says the Lord.

27
1The word of the Lord came to me again, saying, 2And you, son of man, make a song of

grief for Tyre; 3And say to Tyre, O you who are seated at the doorway of the sea, trading
for the peopleswith the great sea-lands, these are thewords of the Lord: You, O Tyre, have
said, I ama ship completely beautiful. 4Yourbuilders havemade your outlines in theheart
of the seas, they havemade you completely beautiful. 5They havemade all your boards of
fir-trees from Senir: they have taken cedars from Lebanon to make the supports for your
sails. 6Ofoak-trees fromBashan theyhavemadeyourdrivingblades; theyhavemadeyour
floors of ivory andboxwood from the sea-lands ofKittim. 7Thebest linenwithneedlework
from Egypt was your sail, stretched out to be a flag for you; blue and purple from the sea-
lands of Elishah gave you shade. 8 The people of Zidon and Arvad were your boatmen;
the wise men of Zemer were in you; they were guiding your ships; 9The responsible men
of Gebal and its wise men were in you, making your boards watertight: all the ships of
the sea with their seamen were in you trading in your goods. 10 Cush and Lud and Put
were in your army, your men of war, hanging up their body-covers and head-dresses of
war in you: they gave you your glory. 11 The men of Arvad in your army were on your
walls, and were watchmen in your towers, hanging up their arms on your walls round
about; they made you completely beautiful. 12 Tarshish did business with you because
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of the great amount of your wealth; they gave silver, iron, tin, and lead for your goods.
13 Javan, Tubal, and Meshech were your traders; they gave living men and brass vessels
for your goods. 14 The people of Togarmah gave horses and war-horses and transport
beasts for your goods. 15Themenof Rodanwere your traders: a great number of sea-lands
did business with you: they gave you horns of ivory and ebony as an offering. 16 Edom
did business with you because of the great number of things which you made; they gave
emeralds, purple, and needlework, and the best linen and coral and rubies for your goods.
17 Judah and the land of Israel were your traders; they gave grain of Minnith and sweet
cakes and honey and oil and perfume for your goods. 18Damascus did business with you
because of the great amount of your wealth, with wine of Helbon andwhite wool. 19 ... for
your goods: they gave polished iron and spices for your goods. 20Dedandid tradewith you
in cloths for thebacks of horses. 21Arabia andall the rulers ofKedardidbusinesswith you;
in lambs and sheep and goats, in these they did business with you. 22The traders of Sheba
and Raamah did trade with you; they gave the best of all sorts of spices and all sorts of
stones of great price andgold for your goods. 23HaranandCannehandEden, the traders of
Asshur andall theMedes: 24Thesewere your traders inbeautiful robes, in rolls of blue and
needlework, and in chests of coloured cloth, corded with cords and made of cedar-wood,
in them they did trade with you. 25Tarshish ships did business for you in your goods: and
you were made full, and great was your glory in the heart of the seas. 26 Your boatmen
have taken you into great waters: you have been broken by the east wind in the heart of
the seas. 27 Your wealth and your goods, the things in which you do trade, your seamen
and those guiding your ships, those who make your boards watertight, and those who do
businesswith your goods, and all yourmen ofwarwho are in you,with all whohave come
together in you, will go down into the heart of the seas in the day of your downfall. 28At
the sound of the cry of your ships' guides, the boards of the ship will be shaking. 29And all
the boatmen, the seamen and those who are expert at guiding a ship through the sea, will
come down from their ships and take their places on the land; 30And their voices will be
sounding over you, and cryingbitterly theywill put dust on their heads, rolling themselves
in the dust: 31And theywill have the hair of their heads cut off because of you, andwill put
haircloth on their bodies, weeping for you with bitter grief in their souls, even with bitter
sorrow. 32And in their weeping theywill make a song of grief for you, sorrowing over you
and saying,Who is like Tyre, who has come to an end in the deep sea? 33When your goods
went out over the seas, you made numbers of peoples full; the wealth of the kings of the
earthwas increasedwith your greatwealth and all your goods. 34Now that you are broken
by the seas in the deepwaters, your goods and all your peoplewill go downwith you. 35All
the people of the sea-lands are overcome with wonder at you, and their kings are full of
fear, their faces are troubled. 36 Those who do business among the peoples make sounds
of surprise at you; you have become a thing of fear, you have come to an end for ever.

28
1 The word of the Lord came to me again, saying, 2 Son of man, say to the ruler of Tyre,

This is what the Lord has said: Because your heart has been lifted up, and you have said,
I am a god, I am seated on the seat of God in the heart of the seas; but you are man and
not God, though you have made your heart as the heart of God: 3 See, you are wiser than
Daniel; there isno secretwhich isdeeper thanyourknowledge: 4Byyourwisdomanddeep
knowledge you have got power for yourself, and put silver and gold in your store-houses:
5By your great wisdom and by your trade your power is increased, and your heart is lifted
up because of your power: 6For this cause the Lord has said: Because you havemade your
heart as the heart of God, 7 See, I am sending against you strange men, feared among the
nations: they will let loose their swords against your bright wisdom, they will make your
glory a common thing. 8They will send you down to the underworld, and your death will
be the death of those who are put to the sword in the heart of the seas. 9Will you say, in
the face of those who are taking your life, I am God? but you are man and not God in the
hands of those who are wounding you. 10 Your death will be the death of those who are
without circumcision, by the hands of men from strange lands: for I have said it, says the
Lord. 11Then the word of the Lord came tome, saying, 12 Son of man, make a song of grief
for the king of Tyre, and say to him, This is what the Lord has said: You are all-wise and
completely beautiful; 13 You were in Eden, the garden of God; every stone of great price
was your clothing, the sardius, the topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the
jasper, the emerald and the carbuncle: your store-houses were full of gold, and things of
great price were in you; in the day when you were made they were got ready. 14 I gave
you your place with the winged one; I put you on the mountain of God; you went up and
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down among the stones of fire. 15There has been no evil in your ways from the day when
you were made, till sin was seen in you. 16Through all your trading you have become full
of violent ways, and have done evil: so I sent you out shamed from the mountain of God;
the winged one put an end to you from among the stones of fire. 17 Your heart was lifted
up because you were beautiful, you made your wisdom evil through your sin: I have sent
you down, even to the earth; I have made you low before kings, so that they may see you.
18By all your sin, even by your evil trading, you have made your holy places unclean; so I
will make a fire come out from you, it will make ameal of you, and I will make you as dust
on the earth before the eyes of all who see you. 19All who have knowledge of you among
the peoples will be overcome with wonder at you: you have become a thing of fear, and
you will never be seen again. 20 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 21 Son of
man, let your face be turned to Zidon, and be a prophet against it, and say, 22These are the
words of the Lord: See, I am against you, O Zidon; and I will get glory for myself in you:
and theywill be certain that I am the Lord, when I sendmy punishments on her, and I will
be seen to be holy in her. 23And I will send on her disease and blood in her streets; and the
wounded will be falling in the middle of her, and the sword will be against her on every
side; and theywill be certain that I am the Lord. 24And therewill no longer be a plantwith
sharp points wounding the children of Israel, or a thorn troubling them among any who
are roundabout them,whoput shameon them; and theywill be certain that I am theLord.
25This is what the Lord has said: When I have got together the children of Israel from the
peoples among whom they are wandering, and have beenmade holy among them before
the eyes of the nations, then they will have rest in the land which is theirs, which I gave to
my servant Jacob 26And theywill be safe there, building houses andplanting vine-gardens
and living without fear; when I have sent my punishments on all those who put shame on
them round about them; and they will be certain that I am the Lord their God.

29
1 In the tenth year, in the tenth month, on the twelfth day of the month, the word of the

Lord came to me, saying, 2 Son of man, let your face be turned against Pharaoh, king of
Egypt, and be a prophet against him and against all Egypt: 3 Say to them, These are the
words of the Lord: See, I am against you, Pharaoh, king of Egypt, the great river-beast
stretchedout amonghisNile streams,whohas said, TheNile ismine, and I havemade it for
myself. 4And I will put hooks in your mouth, and the fish of your streams will be hanging
from your skin; and I will make you come up out of your streams, with all the fish of your
streams hanging from your skin. 5And I will let you be in the waste land, you and all the
fish of your streams: you will go down on the face of the land; you will not be taken up or
put to rest in the earth; I have given you for food to the beasts of the field and the birds of
the heaven. 6And it will be clear to all the people of Egypt that I am the Lord, because you
have been a false support to the children of Israel. 7When they took a grip of you in their
hands, you were crushed so that their armswere broken: andwhen they put their weight
on you for support, you were broken and all their muscles gave way. 8 For this cause the
Lord has said: See, I am sending a sword on you, cutting off fromyouman and beast. 9And
the land of Egypt will be an unpeopled waste; and they will be certain that I am the Lord:
because he has said, The Nile is mine, and I made it. 10 See, then, I am against you and
against your streams, and I will make the land of Egypt an unpeopled waste, fromMigdol
to Syene, even as far as the edge of Ethiopia. 11No foot ofmanwill go through it andno foot
of beast, and it will be unpeopled for forty years. 12 I will make the land of Egypt a waste
among the countries which are made waste, and her towns will be unpeopled among the
townswhich have beenmadewaste, for forty years: and I will send the Egyptians in flight
among the nations and wandering through the countries. 13 For this is what the Lord has
said: At the end of forty years I will get the Egyptians together from the peoples where
they have gone in flight: 14 I will let the fate of Egypt be changed, andwillmake them come
back into the land of Pathros, into the land from which they came; and there they will be
an unimportant kingdom. 15 It will be the lowest of the kingdoms, and never again will it
be lifted up over the nations: I will make them small, so that they may not have rule over
the nations. 16And Egypt will no longer be the hope of the children of Israel, causing sin to
come to mind when their eyes are turned to them: and they will be certain that I am the
Lord. 17Now in the twenty-seventh year, in the first month, on the first day of the month,
the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 18 Son of man, Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon,
made his army do hard work against Tyre, and the hair came off every head and every
arm was rubbed smooth: but he and his army got no payment out of Tyre for the hard
work which he had done against it. 19 For this cause the Lord has said: See, I am giving
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the land of Egypt to Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon: he will take away her wealth, and
take her goods by force and everything which is there; and this will be the payment for
his army. 20 I have given him the land of Egypt as the reward for his hard work, because
they were working forme, says the Lord. 21 In that day I will make a horn put out buds for
the children of Israel, and I will let your words come freely among them, and they will be
certain that I am the Lord.

30
1 The word of the Lord came to me again, saying, 2 Son of man, be a prophet, and say,

These are thewords of the Lord: Give a cry, Aha, for the day! 3For the day is near, the day of
theLord is near, a day of cloud; itwill be the timeof thenations. 4Anda swordwill comeon
Egypt, and cruel pain will be in Ethiopia, when they are falling by the sword in Egypt; and
theywill take away her wealth and her bases will be broken down. 5Ethiopia and Put and
Lud and all themixed people and Libya and the children of the land of the Cherethiteswill
all be put to deathwith themby the sword. 6This iswhat the Lord has said: The supporters
of Egyptwill have a fall, and the pride of her powerwill come down: fromMigdol to Syene
they will be put to the sword in it, says the Lord. 7And she will be made waste among the
countrieswhich have beenmadewaste, and her townswill be among the townswhich are
unpeopled. 8And theywill be certain that I am theLord,when Ihaveput afire inEgypt and
all her helpers are broken. 9 In that day men will go out quickly to take the news, causing
fear in untroubled Ethiopia; and bitter pain will come on them as in the day of Egypt; for
see, it is coming. 10 This is what the Lord has said: I will put an end to great numbers of
the people of Egypt by the hand of Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon. 11He and the people
with him, causing fear among the nations, will be sent for the destruction of the land; their
swords will be let loose against Egypt and the land will be full of dead. 12And I will make
the Nile streams dry, and will give the land into the hands of evil men, causing the land
and everything in it to be wasted by the hands of men from a strange country: I the Lord
have said it. 13This is what the Lord has said: In addition to this, I will give up the images
to destruction and put an end to the false gods in Noph; never again will there be a ruler
in the land of Egypt: and I will put a fear in the land of Egypt. 14And I will make Pathros a
waste, and put a fire in Zoan, and sendmy punishments on No. 15 I will let loosemywrath
on Sin, the strong place of Egypt, cutting off the mass of the people of No. 16And I will put
a fire in Egypt; Syene will be twisting in pain, and Nowill be broken into, as by the onrush
of waters. 17The youngmen of On and Pi-beseth will be put to the sword: and these towns
will be taken away prisoners. 18And at Tehaphnehes the day will become dark, when the
yoke of Egypt is broken there, and the pride of her power comes to an end: as for her, she
will be coveredwith a cloud, and her daughters will be taken away prisoners. 19And Iwill
sendmy punishments on Egypt: and they will be certain that I am the Lord. 20Now in the
eleventh year, in the first month, on the seventh day of the month, the word of the Lord
came to me, saying, 21 Son of man, the arm of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, has been broken by
me, and no band has been put round it to make it well, no band has been twisted round
it to make it strong for gripping the sword. 22 For this cause the Lord has said: See, I am
against Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and by me his strong arm will be broken; and I will make
the sword go out of his hand. 23And I will send the Egyptians in flight among the nations
and wandering through the countries. 24And I will make the arms of the king of Babylon
strong, and will put my sword in his hand: but Pharaoh's arms will be broken, and he will
give cries of pain before him like the cries of a man wounded to death. 25And I will make
the armsof the king of Babylon strong, and the armsof Pharaohwill be hangingdown; and
they will be certain that I am the Lord, when I put my sword into the hand of the king of
Babylon and it is stretched out against the land of Egypt. 26And I will send the Egyptians
in flight among the nations andwandering through the countries; and theywill be certain
that I am the Lord.

31
1Now in the eleventh year, in the thirdmonth, on the first day of themonth, the word of

the Lord came tome, saying, 2Son ofman, say to Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and to his people;
Whom are you like in your great power? 3 See, a pine-tree with beautiful branches and
thick growth, giving shade and very tall; and its topwas among the clouds. 4 It got strength
from the waters and the deep made it tall: its streams went round about its planted land
and it sent out itswaterways toall the treesof thefield. 5 In thisway it became taller thanall
the trees of the field; and its brancheswere increased and its arms became long because of
thegreatwaters. 6 In itsbranchesall thebirdsofheavencame to rest, andunder its armsall
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the beasts of the field gave birth to their young, and great nations were living in its shade.
7So it was beautiful, being so tall and its branches so long, for its root was by great waters.
8No cedars were equal to it in the garden of God; the fir-trees were not like its branches,
and plane-trees were as nothing in comparisonwith its arms; no tree in the garden of God
was so beautiful. 9 I made it beautiful with its mass of branches: so that all the trees in the
garden of Godwere full of envy of it. 10For this cause the Lord has said: Because he is tall,
and has put his top among the clouds, andhis heart is full of pride because he is so high, 11 I
have given him up into the hands of a strong one of the nations; he will certainly give him
the reward of his sin, driving himout. 12Andmen fromstrange lands,who are to be feared
among the nations, after cutting him off, have let him be: on the mountains and in all the
valleys his branches have come down; his arms are broken by all the waterways of the
land; all the peoples of the earth have gone from his shade, and have let him be. 13All the
birdsofheavenhave come to rest onhisbroken stemwhere it is stretchedon theearth, and
all the beasts of thefieldwill be onhis branches: 14 In order that no trees by thewatersmay
be lifted up in their growth, putting their tops among the clouds; and that no trees which
are watered may take their place on high: for they are all given up to death, to the lowest
parts of the earth among the children ofmen, with those who go down to the underworld.
15 This is what the Lord has said: The day when he goes down to the underworld, I will
make the deep full of grief for him; I will keep back her streams and the great waters will
be stopped: I will make Lebanon dark for him, and all the trees of the field will be feeble
because of him. 16 I will send shaking on the nations at the sound of his fall, when I send
himdown to the underworldwith thosewho godown into the deep: and on earth theywill
be comforting themselves, all the trees of Eden, the best of Lebanon, even all the watered
ones. 17And they will go down with him to the underworld, to those who have been put
to the sword; even those who were his helpers, living under his shade among the nations
18Whom then are you like? for youwill be sent downwith the trees of Eden into the lowest
parts of the earth: there youwill be stretched out among thosewithout circumcision, with
those whowere put to the sword. This is Pharaoh and all his people, says the Lord.

32
1 And it came about in the twelfth year, in the twelfth month, on the first day of the

month, that the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 Son of man, make a song of grief
for Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and say to him, Young lion of the nations, destruction has come
on you; and you were like a sea-beast in the seas, sending out bursts of water, troubling
the waters with your feet, making their streams dirty. 3This is what the Lord has said: My
net will be stretched out over you, and I will take you up in my fishing-net. 4 And I will
let you be stretched on the land; I will send you out violently into the open field; I will let
all the birds of heaven come to rest on you and will make the beasts of all the earth full of
you. 5And I will put your flesh on the mountains, andmake the valleys full of your blood.
6And the landwill bewateredwith yourblood, and thewaterwayswill be full of you. 7And
when I put out your life, the heaven will be covered and its stars made dark; I will let the
sun be covered with a cloud and the moon will not give her light. 8All the bright lights of
heaven I will make dark over you, and put dark night on your land, says the Lord. 9And
the hearts of numbers of peoples will be troubled, when I send your prisoners among the
nations, into a country which is strange to you. 10 And I will make a number of peoples
overcome with wonder at you, and their kings will be full of fear because of you, when
my sword is waved before them: they will be shaking every minute, every man fearing
for his life, in the day of your fall. 11 For this is what the Lord has said: The sword of the
king of Babylon will come on you. 12 I will let the swords of the strong be the cause of the
fall of your people; all of them men to be feared among the nations: and they will make
waste the pride of Egypt, and all its people will come to destruction. 13And I will put an
end to all her beasts which are by the great waters, and they will never again be troubled
by the foot of man or by the feet of beasts. 14Then I will make their waters clear and their
rivers will be flowing like oil, says the Lord. 15When I make Egypt an unpeopled waste,
cutting off from the land all the things in it; when I send punishment on all those living
in it, then it will be clear to them that I am the Lord. 16 It is a song of grief, and people
will give voice to it, the daughters of the nations will give voice to it, even for Egypt and
all her people, says the Lord. 17And in the twelfth year, on the fifteenth day of the month,
the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 18 Son of man, let your voice be loud in sorrow
for the people of Egypt and send them down, even you and the daughters of the nations; I
will send them down into the lowest parts of the earth, with those who go down into the
underworld. 19Areyoumorebeautiful thanany? godown, and takeyour rest among those
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without circumcision, 20 Among those who have been put to the sword: they will give a
resting-place with them to all their people. 21 The strong among the great ones will say
to him from the underworld, Are you more beautiful than any? go down, you and your
helpers, and take your rest among those without circumcision, and those who have been
put to the sword. 22 There is Asshur and all her army, round about her last resting-place:
all of them put to death by the sword: 23Whose resting-places are in the inmost parts of
the underworld, who were a cause of fear in the land of the living. 24 There is Elam and
all her people, round about her last resting-place: all of them put to death by the sword,
who have gone down without circumcision into the lowest parts of the earth, who were
a cause of fear in the land of the living, and are put to shame with those who go down
to the underworld: 25 They have made a bed for her among the dead, and all her people
are round about her resting-place: all of themwithout circumcision, put to death with the
sword; for they were a cause of fear in the land of the living, and are put to shame with
those who go down to the underworld: they have been given a place among those who
have been put to the sword. 26 There is Meshech, Tubal, and all her people, round about
her last resting-place: all of themwithout circumcision, put to death by the sword; for they
were a cause of fear in the land of the living. 27 And they have been put to rest with the
fighting men who came to their end in days long past, who went down to the underworld
with their instruments of war, placing their swords under their heads, and their body-
covers are over their bones; for their strength was a cause of fear in the land of the living.
28 But you will have your bed among those without circumcision, and will be put to rest
with those who have been put to death with the sword. 29There is Edom, her kings and all
her princes, who have been given a resting-place with those who were put to the sword:
they will be resting among those without circumcision, even with those who go down to
the underworld. 30There are the chiefs of the north, all of them, and all the Zidonians, who
have gone downwith those who have been put to the sword: they are shamed on account
of all the fear causedby their strength; they are resting therewithout circumcision, among
those who have been put to the sword, and are put to shame with those who go down to
the underworld. 31 Pharaoh will see them and be comforted on account of all his people:
even Pharaoh and all his army, put to death by the sword, says the Lord. 32 For he put his
fear in the land of the living: and he will be put to rest among those without circumcision,
with those who have been put to death with the sword, even Pharaoh and all his people,
says the Lord.

33
1And the word of the Lord came tome, saying, 2 Son of man, give a word to the children

of yourpeople, and say to them,When Imake the sword comeona land, if the people of the
land take a man from among their number and make him their watchman: 3 If, when he
sees the sword coming on the land, by sounding the horn he gives the people news of their
danger; 4 Then anyone who, hearing the sound of the horn, does not take note of it, will
himself be responsible for his death, if the sword comes and takes him away. 5On hearing
the soundof thehorn, hedidnot takenote; his bloodwill be onhim; for if hehad takennote
his life would have been safe. 6But if the watchman sees the sword coming, and does not
give a note on the horn, and the people have no word of the danger, and the sword comes
and takes any person from among them; he will be taken away in his sin, but I will make
thewatchmanresponsible forhis blood. 7Soyou, sonofman, I havemadeyouawatchman
for the children of Israel; and you are to give ear to the word of my mouth and give them
news fromme of their danger. 8When I say to the evil-doer, Death will certainly overtake
you; and you say nothing to make clear to the evil-doer the danger of his way; death will
overtake that evilman in his evil-doing, but Iwillmake you responsible for his blood. 9But
if youmake clear to the evil-doer thedanger of hisway for thepurpose of turninghim from
it, andhe is not turned fromhisway, deathwill overtake him inhis evil-doing, but your life
will be safe. 10And you, son of man, say to the children of Israel, You say, Our wrongdoing
andour sins are onus andwearewasting away in them; how thenmaywehave life? 11Say
to them, Bymy life, says the Lord, I have no pleasure in the death of the evil-doer; it ismore
pleasing tome if he is turned fromhiswayandhas life: be turned, be turned fromyour evil
ways;whyare you looking fordeath, O childrenof Israel? 12Andyou, sonofman, say to the
children of your people, The righteousness of the upright man will not make him safe in
the daywhen he doeswrong; and the evil-doing of the evil manwill not be the cause of his
fall in the daywhenhe is turned fromhis evil-doing; and the uprightmanwill not have life
because of his righteousness in the daywhen he does evil. 13When I say to the upright that
lifewill certainly behis; if he puts his faith in his righteousness anddoes evil, not one of his
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upright acts will be kept in memory; but in the evil he has done, death will overtake him.
14Andwhen I say to the evil-doer, Deathwill certainly be your fate; if he is turned fromhis
sin and does what is ordered and right; 15 If the evil-doer lets one who is in his debt have
back what is his, and gives back what he had taken by force, and is guided by the rules of
life, doing no evil; life will certainly be his, death will not overtake him. 16Not one of the
sins which he has donewill be kept inmind against him: he has donewhat is ordered and
right, life will certainly be his. 17But the children of your people say, The way of the Lord
is not equal: when it is they whose way is not equal. 18When the upright man, turning
away from his righteousness, does evil, death will overtake him in it. 19Andwhen the evil
man, turning away from his evil-doing, does what is ordered and right, he will get life by
it. 20And still you say, The way of the Lord is not equal. O children of Israel, I will be your
judge, giving to everyone the reward of his ways. 21Now in the twelfth year after we had
been taken away prisoners, in the tenthmonth, on the fifth day of themonth, onewho had
got away in flight from Jerusalem came tome, saying, The townhas been taken. 22Now the
hand of the Lord had been on me in the evening, before the man who had got away came
to me; and he made my mouth open, ready for his coming to me in the morning; and my
mouth was open and I was no longer without voice. 23And the word of the Lord came to
me, saying, 24 Son of man, those who are living in these waste places in the land of Israel
say, Abraham was but one, and he had land for his heritage: but we are a great number;
the land is given to us for our heritage. 25For this cause say to them, This is what the Lord
has said: You take your meat with the blood, your eyes are lifted up to your images, and
you are takers of life: are you to have the land for your heritage? 26 You put your faith
in your swords, you do disgusting things, everyone takes his neighbour's wife: are you to
have the land for your heritage? 27This is what you are to say to them: The Lord has said,
By my life, truly, those who are in the waste places will be put to the sword, and him who
is in the open field I will give to the beasts for their food, and those who are in the strong
places and in holes in the rocks will come to their death by disease. 28And I will make the
land awaste and a cause of wonder, and the pride of her strengthwill come to an end; and
themountains of Israelwill bemadewaste so that no onewill go through. 29Then theywill
be certain that I am the Lord, when I have made the land a waste and a cause of wonder,
becauseof all thedisgusting thingswhich theyhavedone, 30Andas for you, sonofman, the
children of your people are talking together about you by thewalls and in the doorways of
the houses, saying to one another, Come now, give ear to the word which comes from the
Lord. 31And they come to you asmy people come, and are seated before you asmy people,
hearing your words but doing them not: for deceit is in their mouth and their heart goes
after profit for themselves. 32And truly you are to them like a love song by one who has
a very pleasing voice and is an expert player on an instrument: for they give ear to your
words but do them not. 33 And when this comes about (see, it is coming), then it will be
clear to them that a prophet has been among them.

34
1 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 Son of man, be a prophet against the

keepers of the flock of Israel, and say to them, O keepers of the sheep! this is the word of
the Lord: A curse is on the keepers of the flock of Israel who take the food for themselves!
is it not right for the keepers to give the food to the sheep? 3 You take the milk and are
clothedwith thewool, you put the fat beasts to death, but you give the sheep no food. 4You
have not made the diseased ones strong ormadewell that which was ill; you have not put
bands on the broken or got back that which had been sent away or made search for the
wandering ones; and the strong you have been ruling cruelly. 5And they were wandering
in every direction because therewas no keeper: and they became food for all the beasts of
thefield. 6Andmy sheepwent out of theway,wandering throughall themountains andon
everyhighhill: my sheepwent here and there over all the face of the earth; andnoonewas
troubled about themorwent in search of them. 7For this cause, O keepers of the flock, give
ear to the word of the Lord: 8Bymy life, says the Lord, truly, because my sheep have been
taken away, and my sheep became food for all the beasts of the field, because there was
no keeper, andmy keepers did not go in search of the sheep, but the keepers took food for
themselves and gave my sheep no food; 9 For this reason, O you keepers of the flock, give
ear to the word of the Lord; 10This is what the Lord has said: See I am against the keepers
of the flock, and I will make search and see what they have done with my sheep, and will
let them be keepers of my sheep no longer; and the keepers will no longer get food for
themselves; I will takemy sheep out of theirmouths so that theymay not be food for them.
11 For this is what the Lord has said: Truly, I, even I, will go searching and looking for my
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sheep. 12As the keeper goes looking for his flock when he is among his wandering sheep,
so I will go looking for my sheep, and will get them safely out of all the places where they
have been sent wandering in the day of clouds and black night. 13And I will take them out
fromamong the peoples, and get them together from the countries, andwill take them into
their land; and I will give them food on the mountains of Israel by the water-streams and
wherever men are living in the country. 14 I will give them good grass-land for their food,
and their safe place will be the mountains of the high place of Israel: there they will take
their rest inagoodplace, andon fat grass-land theywill take their foodon themountainsof
Israel. 15 I myself will give food tomy flock, and Iwill give them rest, says the Lord. 16 I will
go in search of that which had gonewandering from theway, andwill get back that which
had been sent in flight, and will put bands on that which was broken, and give strength to
that which was ill: but the fat and the strong I will give up to destruction; I will give them
for their food the punishment which is theirs by right. 17And as for you, O my flock, says
the Lord, truly, I will be judge between sheep and sheep, the he-sheep and the he-goats.
18Does it seem a small thing to you to have taken your food on good grass-land while the
rest of your grass-land is stamped down under your feet? and that after drinking from
clear waters you make the rest of the waters dirty with your feet? 19And as for my sheep,
their food is the grass which has been stamped on by your feet, and their drink the water
which has beenmade dirty by your feet. 20For this reason the Lord has said to them, Truly,
I, even I, will be judge between the fat sheep and the thin sheep. 21Because you have been
pushing with side and leg, pushing the diseased with your horns till they were sent away
in every direction; 22 Iwillmakemyflock safe, and theywill no longer be taken away, and I
will be judge between sheep and sheep. 23And Iwill put over them one keeper, and hewill
give them food, evenmy servant David; he will give them food and be their keeper. 24And
I the Lordwill be their God andmy servant David their ruler; I the Lord have said it. 25And
I will make with them an agreement of peace, and will put an end to evil beasts through
all the land: and they will be living safely in the waste land, sleeping in the woods. 26And
I will give the rain at the right time, and I will make the shower come down at the right
time; there will be showers of blessing. 27 And the tree of the field will give its fruit and
the earth will give its increase, and they will be safe in their land; and they will be certain
that I am the Lord,when I have had their yoke broken andhave given them salvation from
the hands of those whomade them servants. 28And their goods will no longer be taken by
the nations, and they will not again be food for the beasts of the earth; but they will be
living safely and no one will be a cause of fear to them. 29And I will give them planting-
places of peace, and theywill no longer bewasted fromneed of food or put to shameby the
nations. 30And they will be certain that I the Lord their God amwith them, and that they,
the children of Israel, are my people, says the Lord. 31And you are my sheep, the sheep of
my grass-lands, and I am your God, says the Lord.

35
1 Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 Son of man, let your face be turned

to Mount Seir, and be a prophet against it, 3And say to it, This is what the Lord has said:
See, I am against you, O Mount Seir, and my hand will be stretched out against you, and I
will make you a waste and a cause for wonder. 4 I will make your towns unpeopled and
youwill be a waste; and youwill be certain that I am the Lord. 5Because yours has been a
hate without end, and you have given up the children of Israel to the power of the sword
in the time of their trouble, in the time of the punishment of the end: 6 For this cause, by
my life, says the Lord, because youhave been sinning throughblood, bloodwill come after
you. 7And I will make Mount Seir a cause for wonder and a waste, cutting off from it all
comings and goings. 8 I will make his mountains full of those who have been put to death;
in your valleys and in all yourwater-streamsmenwill be falling by the sword. 9 Iwillmake
youwaste for ever, and your townswill be unpeopled: and youwill be certain that I am the
Lord. 10Because you have said, The two nations and the two countries are to bemine, and
wewill take them for our heritage; though the Lordwas there: 11For this cause, bymy life,
says the Lord, I will do to you as you have done in yourwrath and in your envy, which you
have made clear in your hate for them; and I will make clear to you who I am when you
are judged by me. 12And you will see that I the Lord have had knowledge of all the bitter
things which you have said against the mountains of Israel, saying, They have beenmade
waste, they are given to us to take for our heritage. 13And you havemade yourselves great
against me with your mouths, increasing your words against me; and it has come to my
ears. 14This is what the Lord has said: Because you were glad over my land when it was a
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waste, so will I do to you: 15You will become a waste, O Mount Seir, and all Edom, even all
of it: and you will be certain that I am the Lord.

36
1 And you, son of man, be a prophet about the mountains of Israel, and say, You

mountains of Israel, give ear to the word of the Lord: 2 This is what the Lord has said:
Because your hater has said against you, Aha! and, The old waste places are our heritage,
we have taken them: 3For this cause be a prophet, and say, This is what the Lord has said:
Because, even because they have been glad over you and put you to shame on every side,
because youhavebecomeaheritage for the rest of thenations, andyouare takenupon the
lips of talkers and in the evil talk of the people: 4For this reason, you mountains of Israel,
give ear to the word of the Lord; this is what the Lord has said to themountains and to the
hills, to the streams and to the valleys, to the unpeopledwastes and to the townswhere no
one is living, fromwhich the goods have been taken andwhich have been put to shame by
the rest of the nations who are round about: 5 For this cause the Lord has said: Truly, in
the heat of my bitter feeling I have said things against the rest of the nations and against
all Edom, who have taken my land as a heritage for themselves with the joy of all their
heart, and with bitter envy of soul have made attacks on it: 6 For this cause be a prophet
about the land of Israel, and say to themountains and to the hills, to the streams and to the
valleys, This is what the Lord has said: Truly, in my bitter feeling and in my wrath I have
said these things, because you have undergone the shame of the nations: 7 For this cause
the Lord has said, See, I have taken an oath that the nations which are round about you
are themselves to undergo the shamewhich they have put on you. 8But you, Omountains
of Israel, will put out your branches and give your fruit to my people Israel; for they are
ready to come. 9For truly I amfor you, and Iwill be turned toyou, andyouwill beploughed
and planted: 10And Iwill let your numbers be increased, all the children of Israel, even all
of them: and the towns will be peopled and the waste places will have buildings; 11Man
and beast will be increased in you, and they will have offspring and be fertile: I will make
you thickly peopled as you were before, and will do more for you than at the first: and
you will be certain that I am the Lord. 12Yes, I will have you walked on by the feet of men,
even my people Israel; they will have you for a heritage and you will be theirs, and never
again will you take their children from them. 13 This is what the Lord has said: Because
they say to you, You, O land, are the destruction of men, causing loss of children to your
nation; 14 For this reason you will no longer take the lives of men and will never again be
the cause of loss of children to your nation, says the Lord. 15And I will not let the shaming
of the nations come to your ears, and no longerwill you be looked down on by the peoples,
says the Lord. 16 Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 17 Son of man, when the
children of Israel were living in their land, they made it unclean by their way and their
acts: their way before me was as when a woman is unclean at the time when she is kept
separate. 18So I let loosemywrath on them because of those whom they had violently put
to death in the land, and because they hadmade it uncleanwith their images: 19And I sent
them in flight among the nations and wandering through the countries: I was their judge,
rewarding them for their way and their acts. 20And when they came among the nations,
wherever theywent, theymademyholynameunclean,when itwas saidof them,Theseare
the people of the Lordwho have gone out fromhis land. 21But I had pity formy holy name
which the children of Israel had made unclean wherever they went. 22 For this cause say
to the children of Israel, This is what the Lord has said: I amdoing this, not because of you,
O children of Israel, but because of my holy name, which you have made unclean among
the nations wherever you went. 23 And I will make holy my great name which has been
made unclean among the nations, which you havemade unclean among them; and it will
be clear to the nations that I am the Lord, says the Lord, when I make myself holy in you
before their eyes. 24 For I will take you out from among the nations, and get you together
from all the countries, and take you into your land. 25And I will put clean water on you so
that you may be clean: from all your unclean ways and from all your images I will make
you clean. 26And I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you: I will take away
the heart of stone from your flesh, and give you a heart of flesh. 27And I will put my spirit
in you, causing you to be guided by my rules, and you will keep my orders and do them.
28 So that you may go on living in the land which I gave to your fathers; and you will be to
me a people, and I will be to you a God. 29And I will make you free from all your unclean
ways: and at my voice the grain will come up and be increased, and I will not let you be
short of food. 30And I will make the tree give more fruit and the field fuller produce, and
no longerwill you be shamed among the nations for need of food. 31And at thememory of
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your evil ways and your wrongdoings, you will have bitter hate for yourselves because of
your evil-doings and your disgusting ways, O children of Israel. 32Not because of you am I
doing it, says the Lord; let it be clear to you, and be shamed andmade low because of your
ways, O children of Israel. 33 This is what the Lord has said: In the day when I make you
clean from all your evil-doings I will let the towns be peopled and there will be building
on the waste places. 34And the land which was waste will be farmed, in place of being a
waste in the eyes of everyonewhowent by. 35And theywill say, This landwhichwaswaste
has become like the garden of Eden; and the townswhichwere unpeopled andwasted and
pulled down are walled and peopled. 36Then the rest of the nations round about you will
be certain that I the Lord am the builder of the places which were pulled down and the
planter of that which was waste: I the Lord have said it, and I will do it. 37This is what the
Lord has said: The children of Israel will againmake prayer tome for this, that I may do it
for them; I will make them increased withmen like a flock. 38Like sheep for the offerings,
like the sheep of Jerusalem at her fixed feasts, so the unpeopled towns will bemade full of
men: and they will be certain that I am the Lord.

37
1The hand of the Lord had been onme, and he took me out in the spirit of the Lord and

putme down in themiddle of the valley; and itwas full of bones; 2Andhemademe go past
them round about: and I saw that there was a very great number of them on the face of
the wide valley, and they were very dry. 3And he said to me, Son of man, is it possible for
these bones to come to life? And Imade answer, and said, It is for you to say, O Lord. 4And
again he said to me, Be a prophet to these bones, and say to them, O you dry bones, give
ear to theword of the Lord. 5This is what the Lord has said to these bones: See, I will make
breath come into you so that you may come to life; 6 And I will put muscles on you and
make flesh come on you, and put skin over you, and breath into you, so that youmay have
life; and you will be certain that I am the Lord. 7 So I gave the word as I was ordered: and
at my words there was a shaking of the earth, and the bones came together, bone to bone.
8 And looking I saw that there were muscles on them and flesh came up, and they were
covered with skin: but there was no breath in them. 9And he said to me, Be a prophet to
thewind, be a prophet, son ofman, and say to thewind, The Lord has said: Come from the
fourwinds, Owind, breathing on these dead so that theymay come to life. 10And I gave the
word at his orders, and breath came into them, and they came to life and got up on their
feet, a very great army. 11Then he said to me, Son of man, these bones are all the children
of Israel: and see, they are saying, Our bones have become dry our hope is gone, we are
cut off completely. 12For this cause be a prophet to them, and say, This iswhat the Lord has
said: See, I am opening the resting-places of your dead, and Iwillmake you come up out of
your resting-places, Omy people; and Iwill take you into the land of Israel. 13And youwill
be certain that I am the Lord by my opening the resting-places of your dead and making
you come up out of your resting-places, O my people. 14And I will put my spirit in you, so
that you may come to life, and I will give you a rest in your land: and you will be certain
that I the Lord have said it and have done it, says the Lord. 15 And the word of the Lord
came tome, saying, 16And you, son of man, take one stick, writing on it, For Judah and for
the children of Israel who are in his company: then take another stick, writing on it, For
Joseph, the stick of Ephraim, and all the children of Israelwho are in his company: 17Then,
joining them one to another, make them one stick, so that they may be one in your hand.
18 And when the children of your people say to you, Will you not make clear to us what
these things have to do with us? 19 Then say to them, This is what the Lord has said: See,
I am taking the stick of Joseph, which is in the hand of Ephraim, and the tribes of Israel
who are in his company; and I will put it on the stick of Judah and make them one stick,
and they will be one in my hand. 20 And the sticks with your writing on them will be in
your hand before their eyes. 21 And say to them, These are the words of the Lord: See, I
am taking the children of Israel from among the nations where they have gone, and will
get them together on every side, and take them into their land: 22 And I will make them
one nation in the land, on themountains of Israel; and one kingwill be king over them all:
and they will no longer be two nations, and will no longer be parted into two kingdoms:
23And they will no longermake themselves uncleanwith their images or with their hated
things or with any of their sins: but I will give them salvation from all their turning away
in which they have done evil, and will make them clean; and they will be to me a people,
and I will be to them a God. 24Andmy servant David will be king over them; and they will
all have one keeper: and they will be guided by my orders and will keep my rules and do
them. 25 And they will be living in the land which I gave to Jacob, my servant, in which
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your fatherswere living; and theywill go on living there, they and their children and their
children's children, for ever: and David, my servant, will be their ruler for ever. 26And I
will make an agreement of peace with them: it will be an eternal agreement with them:
and I will have mercy on them andmake their numbers great, and will put my holy place
among them for ever. 27AndmyHouse will be over them; and I will be to them a God, and
they will be to me a people. 28And the nations will be certain that I who make Israel holy
am the Lord, whenmy holy place is among them for ever.

38
1 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 Son of man, let your face be turned

against Gog, of the land ofMagog, the ruler of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal, and be a prophet
against him, 3And say, This is what the Lord has said: See, I am against you, O Gog, ruler
of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal: 4And turning you round, I will put hooks in yourmouth and
make you come outwith all your army, horses and horsemen, all of them in full war-dress,
a great force with breastplate and body-cover, all of them armed with swords: 5 Persia,
Cush, and Put with them; all of themwith body-cover andmetal head-dress: 6Gomer and
all her forces; the people of Togarmah in the inmost parts of the north, with all his forces:
a great number of peopleswith you. 7Be ready,make yourself ready, you and all the forces
who arewith you, and be ready formy orders. 8After a long time youwill get your orders:
in the last years you will come into the land which has been given back from the sword,
which has been got together out of a great number of peoples, on the mountains of Israel
which have ever been awaste: but it has been taken out from the peoples and theywill be
living, all of them, without fear of danger. 9And youwill go up, youwill come like a storm,
you will be like a cloud covering the land, you and all your forces, and a great number of
peopleswithyou. 10This iswhat theLordhas said: In thatday itwill comeabout that things
will come into yourmind, and youwill have thoughts of an evil design: 11And youwill say,
I will go up to the land of small unwalled towns; I will go to those who are quiet, living, all
of them, without fear of danger, without walls or locks or doors: 12 To take their property
by force and go off with their goods; turning your hand against the waste places which
now are peopled, and against the people who have been got together out of the nations,
who have got cattle and goods for themselves, who are living in the middle of the earth.
13 Sheba, and Dedan and her traders, Tarshish with all her traders, will say to you, Have
you come to take our goods? have you got your armies together to take away our property
by force? to take away silver and gold, cattle and goods, to go offwith great wealth? 14For
this cause, son ofman, be a prophet and say toGog, These are thewords of the Lord: In that
day,whenmypeople Israel are livingwithout fear of danger,will younot bemovedagainst
them? 15 And you will come from your place in the inmost parts of the north, you and
a great number of peoples with you, all of them on horseback, a great force and a strong
army: 16Andyouwill comeup againstmypeople Israel, like a cloud covering the land; and
it will come about, in the last days, that I will make you come against my land, so that the
nations may have knowledge of me when I make myself holy in you, O Gog, before their
eyes. 17 This is what the Lord has said: You are he of whom I gave them word in earlier
times by my servants, the prophets of Israel, who in those days went on saying, year after
year, that I would make you come up against them. 18And it will come about in that day,
when Gog comes up against the land of Israel, says the Lord, that my wrath will come up,
and my passion and my bitter feeling. 19 For in the fire of my wrath I have said, Truly, in
that day there will be a great shaking in the land of Israel; 20 So that the fish of the sea and
the birds of heaven and the beasts of the field and everythingmoving on the earth, and all
the men who are on the face of the earth, will be shaking before me, and the mountains
will be overturned and the high places will come down, and every wall will come falling
down to the earth. 21And I will send to all mymountains for a sword against him, says the
Lord: everyman's swordwill be against his brother. 22And Iwill take upmy cause against
himwith disease andwith blood; and Iwill send downonhimand onhis forces and on the
peoples who are with him, an overflowing shower and great ice-drops, fire, and burning.
23And I will make my name great and make myself holy, and I will make myself clear to a
number of nations; and they will be certain that I am the Lord.

39
1Andyou, sonofman, be aprophet againstGog, and say, These are thewords of theLord:

See, I am against you, O Gog, ruler of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal: 2And turning you round,
I will be your guide, andmake you come up from the inmost parts of the north; I will make
you come on to themountains of Israel: 3Andwith a blow Iwill send your bow out of your
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left hand and your arrows falling from your right hand. 4On the mountains of Israel you
will come down, you and all your forces and the peoples who are with you: I will give you
to cruel birds of every sort and to the beasts of the field to be their food. 5 You will come
down in the open field: for I have said it, says the Lord. 6And I will send a fire on Magog,
andon thosewhoare living in the sea-landswithout fear: and theywill be certain that I am
the Lord. 7And I will make clear my holy name among my people Israel; I will no longer
let my holy name be made unclean: and the nations will be certain that I am the Lord,
the Holy One in Israel. 8 See, it is coming and it will be done, says the Lord; this is the day
of which I have given word. 9And those who are living in the towns of Israel will go out
and make fires of the instruments of war, burning the body-covers and the breastplates,
the bows and the arrows and the sticks and the spears, and for seven years theywill make
fires of them: 10And they will take no wood out of the field or have any cut down in the
woods; for theywill make their fires of the instruments of war: and theywill take by force
the property of those who took their property, and go offwith the goods of those who took
their goods, says the Lord. 11And it will come about in those days, that I will give to Gog a
last resting-place there in Israel, in the valley of Abarim on the east of the sea: and those
who go through will be stopped: and there Gog and all his people will be put to rest, and
the place will be named, The valley of Hamon-gog. 12 And the children of Israel will be
sevenmonths putting them in the earth, so as tomake the land clean. 13And all the people
of the land will put them in the earth; and it will be to their honour in the day when I let
my glory be seen, says the Lord. 14And they will put on one side men to do no other work
but to go through the land and put in the earth the rest of those who are still on the face of
the land, to make it clean: after sevenmonths are ended they are tomake a search. 15And
while they go through the land, if anyone sees a man's bone, he is to put up a sign by the
place till those who are doing the work have put it in the earth in the valley of Hamon-
gog. 16And there they will put all the army of Gog in the earth. So they will make the land
clean. 17And you, son of man, this is what the Lord has said: Say to the birds of every sort
and to all the beasts of the field, Get together and come; come together on every side to the
offering which I am putting to death for you, a great offering on the mountains of Israel,
so that youmay have flesh for your food and blood for your drink. 18The flesh of the men
ofwarwill be your food, and your drink the blood of the princes of the earth, of sheep and
lambs, of he-goats, of oxen, all of them fat beasts of Bashan. 19 You will go on feasting on
the fat till you are full, and drinking the blood till you are overcomewith it, of my offering
which I have put to death for you. 20Atmy table youwill have food in full measure, horses
and war-carriages, great men and all the men of war, says the Lord. 21And I will put my
glory among thenations, andall thenationswill seemypunishmentswhich I haveput into
effect, and my hand which I have put on them. 22 So the children of Israel will be certain
that I am the Lord their God, from that day and for the future. 23And it will be clear to the
nations that the children of Israel were taken away prisoners for their evil-doing; because
they did wrong against me, and my face was covered from them: so I gave them up into
the hands of their attackers, and they all came to their end by the sword. 24 In themeasure
of their unclean ways and their sins, so I did to them; and I kept my face covered from
them. 25 For this cause the Lord has said, Now I will let the fate of Jacob be changed, and
I will have mercy on all the children of Israel, and will take care of the honour of my holy
name. 26And they will be conscious of their shame and of all the wrong which they have
done against me, when they are living in their land with no sense of danger and with no
one to be a cause of fear to them; 27When I have taken themback from among the peoples
and got them together out of the lands of their haters, and havemademyself holy in them
before the eyes of a great number of nations. 28And theywill be certain that I am the Lord
their God, because I sent them away as prisoners among the nations, and have taken them
together back to their land; and I have not let one of them be there any longer. 29And my
face will no longer be covered from them: for I have sent the out-flowing of my spirit on
the children of Israel, says the Lord.

40
1 In the twenty-fifth year after we had been taken away prisoners, in the first month of

the year, on the tenth day of themonth, in the fourteenth year after the townwas taken, on
the very same day, the hand of the Lord was on me, and he took me there. 2 In the visions
of God he took me into the land of Israel, and put me down on a very high mountain, on
which there was, as it seemed, a building like a town opposite me. 3He tookme there, and
I saw a man, looking like brass, with a linen cord in his hand and a measuring rod: and
he was stationed in the doorway. 4 And the man said to me, Son of man, see with your
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eyes and give hearing with your ears, and take to heart everything I am going to let you
see; for in order that I might let you see them, you have come here: and give an account
of all you see to the children of Israel. 5And there was a wall on the outside of the house
all round, and in the man's hand there was a measuring rod six cubits long by a cubit and
a hand's measure: so he took the measure of the building from side to side, one rod; and
from base to top, one rod. 6Then he came to the doorway looking to the east, and went up
by its steps; and he took the measure of the doorstep, one rod wide. 7And the watchmen's
rooms were one rod long and one rod wide; and the space between the rooms was five
cubits; the doorstep of the doorway, by the covered way of the doorway inside, was one
rod. 8And he took the measure of the covered way of the doorway inside, 9 Eight cubits;
and its uprights, two cubits; the covered way of the doorway was inside. 10And the rooms
of the doorway on the east were three on this side and three on that; all three were of the
samesize; and theuprightson this sideandon thatwereof the samesize. 11Andhe took the
measure of the opening of the doorway, ten cubits wide; and the way down the doorway
was thirteen cubits; 12And the space in front of the rooms, a cubit on this side and a cubit
on that side; and the rooms six cubits on this side and six cubits on that. 13And he took the
measure of the doorway from the back of one room to the back of the other, twenty-five
cubits across, from door to door. 14And he took the measure of the covered way, twenty
cubits; and opening from the covered way of the doorway was the open square round
about. 15 And from before the opening of the doorway to before the inner covered way
of the doorwaywas fifty cubits. 16And the rooms and their uprights had sloping windows
inside thedoorwayall round, and in the sameway the coveredwayhadwindowsall round
on the inside: and on every upright there were palm-trees. 17 Then he took me into the
outer square, and therewere rooms and a stone floormade for the open square all round:
there were thirty rooms on the stone floor. 18 And the stone floor was by the side of the
doorways, and was as wide as the doorways were long, even the lower floor. 19 Then he
took the measure of the square across, from before the lower doorway inside to before
the inner doorway outside, one hundred cubits. And he took me in the direction of the
north, 20And there was a doorway to the outer square, looking to the north; and he took
themeasureof it to seehowwideandhow long itwas. 21And ithad three roomson this side
of it and three on that; its uprights and its coveredways were the same size as those of the
first doorway: it was fifty cubits long and twenty-five cubits wide. 22And its windows, and
thewindowsof its coveredways, and its palm-trees,were the sameas those of thedoorway
looking to the east; and there were seven steps up to it; and the covered way went inside.
23 And there was a doorway to the inner square opposite the doorway on the north, like
the doorway on the east; and he took the measure from doorway to doorway, a hundred
cubits. 24And he took me to the south, and I saw a doorway looking to the south: and he
took the measure of its rooms and its uprights and its covered ways by these measures.
25And therewerewindows in it and in the coveredway all round, like the otherwindows:
it was fifty cubits long and twenty-five cubits wide. 26And there were seven steps up to it,
and its coveredwaywent inside: and it hadpalm-trees, one on this side andone on that, on
its uprights. 27And there was a doorway to the inner square looking to the south: he took
themeasure from doorway to doorway to the south, a hundred cubits. 28Then he tookme
to the inner square by the south doorway: and he took the measure of the south doorway
by thesemeasures; 29And the rooms in it and the uprights and the covered ways, by these
measures: 30And there were windows in it and in the covered way all round: it was fifty
cubits long and twenty-five cubits wide. 31 The covered way was on the side nearest the
outer square; and therewere palm-trees on the uprights: and therewere eight steps going
up to it. 32Andhe tookme into the inner square facing the east: andhe took themeasure of
the doorway by these measures; 33And of the rooms in it and its uprights and its covered
ways, by these measures: and there were windows in it and in the covered way round
about: it was fifty cubits long and twenty-five cubits wide. 34And the covered way was on
thesidenearest theouter square; therewerepalm-treeson theuprights, on this sideandon
that: and therewere eight steps goingup to it. 35Andhe tookme to thenorth doorway: and
he took themeasure of it by thesemeasures; 36 Its rooms, its uprights, and its coveredway
had the samemeasures, and its coveredwayhadwindowsall round: itwasfifty cubits long
and twenty-five cubits wide. 37 Its uprights were on the side nearest to the outer square;
therewere palm-trees on the uprights, on this side and on that: and therewere eight steps
going up to it. 38 And there was a room with a door in the covered way of the doorway,
where the burned offering was washed. 39And in the covered way of the doorway there
were two tables on this side and two tables on that side, onwhich the burned offering and
the sin-offering and the offering for error were put to death: 40On the outer side, to the
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north, as one goes up to the opening of the doorway, were two tables. 41 There were four
tables on one side and four tables on the other, by the side of the doorway; eight tables,
on which they put to death the beasts for the offerings. 42And there were four tables for
the burned offering, made of cut stone, one and a half cubits long, one and a half cubits
wide and a cubit high, where the instruments were placed which were used for putting to
death the burned offering and the beasts for the offerings. 43And they had edges all round
as wide as a man's hand: and on the tables was the flesh of the offerings. 44And he took
me into the inner square, and therewere two rooms in the inner square, one at the side of
the north doorway, facing south; and one at the side of the south doorway, facing north.
45 And he said to me, This room, facing south, is for the priests who have the care of the
house. 46And the room facing north is for the priests who have the care of the altar: these
are the sons of Zadok, who, from among the sons of Levi, come near to the Lord to do the
work of his house. 47And he took the measure of the open square, a hundred cubits long
and a hundred cubits wide, being square; and the altar was in front of the house. 48Then
he tookme to the covered way before the house, and took themeasure of its uprights, five
cubits on one side and five cubits on the other: and the doorwaywas fourteen cubitswide;
and the side-walls of the doorway were three cubits on one side and three cubits on the
other. 49 The covered way was twenty cubits long and twelve cubits wide, and they went
up to it by ten steps; and therewere pillars by the uprights, one on one side and one on the
other.

41
1 And he took me to the Temple, and took the measure of the uprights, six cubits wide

on one side and six cubits wide on the other. 2And the door-opening was ten cubits wide;
and the side walls of the door-opening were five cubits on one side and five cubits on the
other: and it was forty cubits long and twenty cubits wide. 3And he went inside and took
the measure of the uprights of the door-opening, two cubits: and the door-opening, six
cubits; and the side-walls of the door-opening were seven cubits on one side and seven
cubits on the other. 4And by hismeasure it was twenty cubits long and twenty cubits wide
in front of the Temple: and he said to me, This is the most holy place. 5 Then he took the
measure of the wall of the house, which was six cubits; and of the side-rooms round the
house, which were four cubits wide. 6 And the side-rooms, room over room, were three
times thirty; there were inlets in the wall of the house for the side-rooms round about, for
supports in the wall of the house. 7The side-rooms became wider as they went higher up
the house, by the amount of the space let into the wall up round about the house, because
of the inlets in the house; and onewent up from the lowest floor by steps to themiddle, and
from the middle to the upper floor. 8And I saw that the house had a stone floor all round;
the bases of the side-rooms were a full rod of six great cubits high. 9 The wall supporting
the side-roomson theoutsidewasfive cubits thick: and therewasa free spaceoffive cubits
between the side-rooms of the house. 10And between the roomswas a space twenty cubits
wide all round the house. 11And the free space had doors opening from the side-rooms,
one door on the north and one door on the south: and the free space was five cubits wide
all round. 12 And the building which was in front of the separate place at the side to the
west was seventy cubits wide; the wall of the building was five cubits thick all round and
ninety cubits long. 13And he took the measure of the house; it was a hundred cubits long;
and the separate place and the building with its walls was a hundred cubits long; 14And
the east front of the house and of the separate place was a hundred cubits wide. 15And he
took the measure of the building in front of the separate place which was at the back of
it, and the pillared walks on one side and on the other side; they were a hundred cubits
long; and the Temple and the inner part and its outer coveredwaywere covered in; 16And
the sloping windows and the coveredways round all three of themwere of shakiph-wood
all round from the level of the earth up to the windows; 17And there was a roof over the
doorway and as far as the inner house, and to the outside and on thewall all round, inside
and outside. 18 And it had pictured forms of winged beings and palm-trees; a palm-tree
between two winged ones, and every winged one had two faces; 19 So that there was the
face of aman turned to the palm-tree on one side, and the face of a young lion on the other
side: so it wasmade all round the house. 20From earth level up to thewindows therewere
winged ones and palm-trees pictured on the wall. 21 ... 22The altar wasmade of wood, and
was three cubits high and two cubits long; it had angles, and its base and sides were of
wood; and he said to me, This is the table which is before the Lord. 23The Temple had two
doors. 24And the holy place had two doors, and the doors had two turning leaves, two for
one and two for the other. 25Andon themwerepicturedwingedones andpalm-trees, as on
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the walls; and a ... of woodwas on the front of the covered way outside. 26And there were
sloping windows and palm-trees on one side and on the other, on the sides of the covered
way: and the side-rooms of the house and the ...

42
1And he tookme out into the inner square in the direction of the north: and he tookme

into the rooms which were opposite the separate place and opposite the building to the
north. 2On the north side it was a hundred cubits long and fifty cubits wide, 3Opposite
the space of twenty cubits which was part of the inner square, and opposite the stone
floor of the outer square. There were covered ways facing one another on the third floor.
4 And in front of the rooms was a walk, ten cubits wide and a hundred cubits long; and
their doors were facing north. 5And the higher roomswere shorter: for the covered ways
took up more space from these than from the lower and middle rooms. 6 For they were
on three floors, and they had no pillars like the pillars of the outer square; so the highest
was narrower than the lowest andmiddle floors from the earth level. 7And thewallwhich
went outside by the side of the rooms, in the direction of the outer square in front of the
rooms, was fifty cubits long. 8For the rooms in the outer squarewere fifty cubits long: and
in front of the Temple was a space of a hundred cubits. 9And under these rooms was the
way in from the east side, as one goes into them from the outer square at the head of the
outer wall. 10 (And he tookme) to the south, and in front of the separate place and in front
of the building there were rooms. 11And there was a walk in front of them like that by the
rooms on the north; they were equally long and wide; and the ways out of themwere the
same in design and had the same sort of doors. 12And under the rooms on the southwas a
door at the head of the outer wall in the direction of the east as one goes in. 13And he said
to me, The north rooms and the south rooms in front of the separate place are the holy
rooms, where the priests who come near the Lord take themost holy things for their food:
there the most holy things are placed, with the meal offering and the sin-offering and the
offering for error; for the place is holy. 14When the priests go in, theymay not go out of the
holy place into the outer square, and there they are to put the robes in which they do the
work of the Lord's house, for they are holy: and they have to put on other clothing before
they come near that which has to do with the people. 15Andwhen he had come to the end
of measuring the inner house, he tookme out to the doorway looking to the east, and took
itsmeasure all round. 16Hewent round and took themeasure of it on the east sidewith the
measuring rod, five hundred, measuredwith the rod all round. 17And hewent round and
took the measure of it on the north side with the measuring rod, five hundred, measured
with the rod all round. 18And he went round and took the measure of it on the south side
with the measuring rod, five hundred, measured with the rod all round. 19And he went
round and took the measure of it on the west side with the measuring rod, five hundred,
measuredwith the rod all round. 20He took itsmeasure on the four sides: and it had awall
all round, five hundred long and five hundred wide, separating what was holy fromwhat
was common.

43
1And he tookme to the doorway looking to the east: 2And therewas the glory of the God

of Israel coming from theway of the east: and his voicewas like the sound of great waters,
and the earth was shining with his glory. 3And the vision which I saw was like the vision
I had seen when he came for the destruction of the town: and like the vision which I saw
by the river Chebar; and Iwent down onmy face. 4And the glory of the Lord came into the
house by the way of the doorway looking to the east. 5And the spirit, lifting me up, took
me into the inner square; and I saw that the house was full of the glory of the Lord. 6And
the voice of one talking to me came to my ears from inside the house; and the man was
by my side. 7And he said to me, Son of man, this is the place where the seat of my power
is and the resting-place of my feet, where I will be among the children of Israel for ever:
and no longer will the people of Israel make my holy name unclean, they or their kings,
by their loose ways and by the dead bodies of their kings; 8 By putting their doorstep by
my doorstep, and the pillar of their door by the pillar ofmy door, with only awall between
me and them; and they have made my holy name unclean by the disgusting things which
they have done: so in my wrath I sent destruction on them. 9Now let them put their loose
ways and the dead bodies of their kings far from me, and I will be among them for ever.
10You, son of man, give the children of Israel an account of this house, so that theymay be
shamed because of their evil-doing: and let them see the vision of it and its image. 11And
they will be shamed by what they have done; so give them the knowledge of the form of
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the house and its structure, and the ways out of it and into it, and all its laws and its rules,
writing it down for them: so that theymay keep all its laws and do them. 12This is the law
of the house: On the top of the mountain all the space round it on every side will be most
holy. See, this is the law of the house. 13And these are the measures of the altar in cubits:
(the cubit being a cubit and a hand's measure;) its hollow base is a cubit high and a cubit
wide, and it has an overhanging edge as wide as a hand-stretch all round it: 14And from
the base on the earth level to the lower shelf, the altar is two cubits high and a cubit wide;
and from the smaller shelf to the greater shelf it is four cubits high and a cubitwide. 15And
the fireplace is four cubits high: and coming up from the fireplace are the horns, a cubit
high. 16And the fireplace is twelve cubits long and twelve cubits wide, square on its four
sides. 17And the shelf is fourteen cubits long and fourteen cubits wide, on its four sides;
the edge round it is half a cubit; the base of it is a cubit all round, and its steps are facing
the east. 18And he said to me, Son of man, the Lord God has said, These are the rules for
the altar, when theymake it, for the offering of burned offerings on it and the draining out
of the blood. 19 You are to give to the priests, the Levites of the seed of Zadok, who come
near to me, says the Lord God, to do my work, a young ox for a sin-offering. 20 You are to
take some of its blood and put it on the four horns and on the four angles of the shelf and
on the edge all round: and you are to make it clean and free from sin. 21And you are to
take the ox of the sin-offering, and have it burned in the special place ordered for it in the
house, outside the holy place. 22And on the second day you are to have a he-goat without
any mark on it offered for a sin-offering; and they are to make the altar clean as they did
with the young ox. 23And after you have made it clean, let a young ox without a mark be
offered, andamale sheep fromtheflockwithoutamark. 24Andyouare to take thembefore
the Lord, and the priests will put salt on them, offering them up for a burned offering to
the Lord. 25Every day for seven days you are to give a goat for a sin-offering: and let them
give in addition a young ox and a male sheep from the flock without any mark on them.
26 For seven days they are to make offerings to take away sin from the altar and to make
it clean; so they are to make it holy. 27And when these days have come to an end, then on
the eighth day and after, the priests will make your burned offerings on the altar and your
peace-offerings; and I will take pleasure in you, says the Lord.

44
1And he took me back to the outer doorway of the holy place, looking to the east; and it

was shut. 2And the Lord said to me, This doorway is to be shut, it is not to be open, and
no man is to go in by it, because the Lord, the God of Israel, has gone in by it; and it is to
be shut. 3But the ruler will be seated there to take his food before the Lord; he will go in
by the covered way to the door, and will come out by the same way. 4And he took me to
the north doorway in front of the house; and, looking, I saw that the house of the Lordwas
full of the glory of the Lord; and I went down on my face. 5And the Lord said to me, Son
of man, take to heart, and let your eyes see and your ears be open to everything I say to
you about all the rules of the house of the Lord and all its laws; and take note of the ways
into the house and all theways out of the holy place. 6And say to the uncontrolled children
of Israel, This is what the Lord has said: O you children of Israel, let it be enough for you,
among the disgusting things which you have done, 7 To have let men from strange lands,
without circumcisionofheart orflesh, come intomyholyplace,makingmyhouseunclean;
and to have made the offering of my food, even the fat and the blood; and in addition to
all your disgusting ways, you have let my agreement be broken. 8And you have not taken
careofmyholy things; but youhaveput themaskeepers to take careofmywork inmyholy
place. 9For this cause the Lordhas said, Noman froma strange land,without circumcision
of heart and flesh, of all those who are living among the children of Israel, is to come into
my holy place. 10 But as for the Levites, who went far from me, when Israel went out of
the right way, turning away fromme to go after their images; their punishment will come
on them. 11 But they may be caretakers in my holy place, and overseers at the doors of
the house, doing the work of the house: they will put to death the burned offering and the
beasts offered for the people, and they will take their place before them as their servants.
12Because theydid thiswork for thembefore their images, andbecamea cause of sin to the
children of Israel; for this cause my hand has been lifted up against them, says the Lord,
and their punishment will be on them. 13And they will not come near me to do the work
of priests to me, or come near any of my holy things, or the things which are most holy:
but their shamewill be on them, and the punishment for the disgusting things which they
have done. 14 But I will make them responsible for the care of the house and all its work
and everything which is done in it. 15 But as for the priests, the sons of Zadok, who took
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care of my holy place when the children of Israel were turned away fromme, they are to
come near me to do my work, they will take their places before me, offering to me the fat
and the blood, says the Lord; 16They are to come into my holy place and they are to come
near to my table, to do my work and have the care of my house. 17And when they come
in by the doorways of the inner square, they are to be clothed in linen robes; there is to be
no wool on them while they are doing my work in the doorway of the inner square and
inside the house. 18They are to have linen head-dresses on their heads and linen trousers
on their legs, and they are to have nothing round them to make their skin wet with heat.
19Andwhen they go out into the outer square to the people, they are to take off the robes in
which they do the work of priests, and put them away in the holy rooms, and put on other
clothing, so that the people may not be made holy by their robes. 20 They are not to have
all the hair cut off their heads, and they are not to let their hair get long, but they are to
have the ends of their hair cut. 21 The priests are not to take wine when they go into the
inner square. 22And they are not to take as wives any widow or woman whose husband
has put her away: but they may take virgins of the seed of Israel, or a widow who is the
widow of a priest. 23And they are to make clear to my people the division between what
is holy and what is common, and to give them the knowledge of what is clean and what is
unclean. 24 In any cause, they are to be in the position of judges, judging in harmony with
my decisions: they are to keep my laws and my rules in all my fixed feasts; and they are
to keep my Sabbaths holy. 25 They are not to come near any dead person so as to become
unclean: but for a father ormother or son or daughter or brother or for a sisterwhohas no
husband, theymaymake themselves unclean. 26And after he has beenmade clean, seven
days are to be numbered for him. 27And on the daywhen he goes into the inner square, to
do theworkof theholyplace, he is tomakehis sin-offering, says theLord. 28And theyare to
have no heritage; I am their heritage: you are to give themno property in Israel; I am their
property. 29 Their food is to be the meal offering and the sin-offering and the offering for
error; and everything given specially to the Lord in Israel will be theirs. 30And the best of
all the first-fruits of everything, and every offering which is lifted up of all your offerings,
will be for the priests: and you are to give the priest the first of your bread-making, so
causing a blessing to come on your house. 31 The priests may not take for food any bird
or beast which has come to a natural death or whose death has been caused by another
animal.

45
1 And when you are making a distribution of the land, by the decision of the Lord, for

your heritage, you are to make an offering to the Lord of a part of the land as holy: it is to
be twenty-five thousand long and twenty thousand wide: all the land inside these limits
is to be holy. 2Of this, a square five hundred long and five hundred wide is to be for the
holy place, with a space of fifty cubits all round it. 3 And of this measure, let a space be
measured, twenty-five thousand long and ten thousand wide: in it there will be the holy
place, even themost holy. 4This holy part of the land is to be for the priests, the servants of
the holy place, who come near to the Lord to do hiswork; it is to be a place for their houses
and for grass-land and for cattle. 5 A space of land twenty-five thousand long and ten
thousandwide is to be for the Levites, the servants of the house, a property for themselves,
for towns for their living-places. 6And as the property for the town you are to have a part
five thousand wide and twenty-five thousand long, by the side of the offering of the holy
part of the land: this is to be for all the children of Israel. 7 And for the ruler there is to
be a part on one side and on the other side of the holy offering and of the property of the
town, in front of the holy offering and in front of the property of the town on the west of it
and on the east: measured in the same line as one of the parts of the land, from its limit on
the west to its limit on the east of the land. 8And this will be his heritage in Israel: andmy
rulerswill no longer be cruelmasters tomypeople; but theywill give the land as aheritage
to the children of Israel by their tribes. 9This is what the Lord has said: Let this be enough
for you, O rulers of Israel: let there be an end of violent behaviour and wasting; do what
is right, judging uprightly; let there be no more driving out of my people, says the Lord.
10Have true scales and a true ephah and a true bath. 11The ephah and the bath are to be of
the samemeasure, so that the bath is equal to a tenth of a homer, and the ephah to a tenth
of a homer: the unit of measure is to be a homer. 12And the shekel is to be twenty gerahs:
five shekels are five, and ten shekels are ten, and your maneh is to be fifty shekels 13 This
is the offering you are to give: a sixth of an ephah out of a homer of wheat, and a sixth of
an ephah out of a homer of barley; 14And the fixedmeasure of oil is to be a tenth of a bath
from the cor, for ten bathsmakeup the cor; 15Andone lamb from theflock out of every two
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hundred, from all the families of Israel, for a meal offering and for a burned offering and
for peace-offerings, to take away their sin, says the Lord. 16All the people are to give this
offering to the ruler. 17And the ruler will be responsible for the burned offering and the
meal offering and the drink offering, at the feasts and the newmoons and the Sabbaths, at
all the fixed feasts of the children of Israel: he will give the sin-offering and meal offering
and burned offering and the peace-offerings, to take away the sin of the children of Israel.
18This iswhat the Lordhas said: In the firstmonth, on thefirst day of themonth, you are to
take a young oxwithout anymark onhim, and you are tomake the holy place clean. 19And
the priest is to take some of the blood of the sin-offering and put it on the uprights at the
sides of the doors of the house, and on the four angles of the shelf of the altar, and on the
sides of the doorway of the inner square. 20And this you are to do on the seventh day of the
month for everyonewho is in error and for the feeble-minded: you are tomake the house
free from sin. 21 In the firstmonth, on the fourteenth day of themonth, you are to have the
Passover, a feast of seven days; unleavened bread is to be your food. 22And on that day the
ruler is to give for himself and for all the people of the land an ox for a sin-offering. 23And
on the seven days of the feast he is to give a burned offering to the Lord, seven oxen and
seven sheepwithout anymark on them, every day for seven days; and a he-goat every day
for a sin-offering. 24And he is to give ameal offering, an ephah for every ox and an ephah
for every sheep and a hin of oil to every ephah. 25 In the seventh month, on the fifteenth
day of the month, at the feast, he is to give the same for seven days; the sin-offering, the
burned offering, the meal offering, and the oil as before.

46
1 This is what the Lord has said: The doorway of the inner square looking to the east is

to be shut on the six working days; but on the Sabbath it is to be open, and at the time of
the new moon it is to be open. 2And the ruler is to go in through the covered way of the
outer doorway outside, and take his place by the pillar of the doorway, and the priests will
make his burned offering and his peace-offerings and hewill giveworship at the doorstep
of the doorway; then hewill go out, and the doorwill not be shut till the evening. 3And the
people of the land are to give worship at the door of that doorway before the Lord on the
Sabbaths and at the newmoons. 4And the burned offering offered to the Lord by the ruler
on the Sabbath day is to be six lambs without a mark on them and amale sheep without a
mark; 5And themeal offering is to be an ephah for the sheep, and for the lambs whatever
he is able to give, and a hin of oil to an ephah. 6And at the time of the newmoon it is to be a
young ox of the herd without a mark on him, and six lambs and a male sheep, all without
amark: 7And he is to give ameal offering, an ephah for the ox and an ephah for the sheep,
and for the lambs whatever he is able to give, and a hin of oil to an ephah. 8Andwhen the
ruler comes in, he is to go in through the coveredway of the doorway, and he is to go out by
the same way. 9But when the people of the land come before the Lord at the fixed feasts,
he who comes in by the north doorway to give worship is to go out by the south doorway;
and he who comes in by the south doorway is to go out by the north doorway: he is not
to come back by the doorway through which he went in, but is to go straight before him.
10 And the ruler, when they come in, is to come among them, and is to go out when they
go out. 11At the feasts and the fixedmeetings the meal offerings are to be an ephah for an
ox, and an ephah for a male sheep, and for the lambs whatever he is able to give, and a
hin of oil to an ephah. 12And when the ruler makes a free offering, a burned offering or a
peace-offering freely given to the Lord, the doorway looking to the east is to bemade open
for him, and he is to make his burned offering and his peace-offerings as he does on the
Sabbath day: and hewill go out; and the doorwill be shut after he has gone out. 13And you
are to give a lamb a year oldwithout anymark on it for a burned offering to the Lord every
day: morning by morning you are to give it. 14And you are to give, morning by morning,
a meal offering with it, a sixth of an ephah and a third of a hin of oil dropped on the best
meal; ameal offering offered to the Lord at all times by an eternal order. 15And they are to
give the lamband themeal offering and the oil,morning bymorning, for a burnedoffering
at all times. 16This iswhat the Lord has said: If the ruler gives a property to any of his sons,
it is his heritage andwill be the property of his sons; it is theirs for their heritage. 17And if
he gives apart of his heritage to oneof his servants, itwill behis till the year ofmaking free,
and then itwill go back to the ruler; for it is his sons' heritage, and is to be theirs. 18And the
ruler is not to take the heritage of any of the people, driving them out of their property; he
is to give a heritage to his sons out of the property which is his: so that my people may not
be sent away from their property. 19Andhe tookme throughby theway in at the side of the
doorway into the holy roomswhich are the priests', looking to the north: and I saw a place
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at the side of them to the west. 20And he said to me, This is the place where the offering
for error and the sin-offering are to be cooked inwater by the priests, andwhere themeal
offering is to be cooked in the oven; so that theymay not be taken out into the outer square
to make the people holy. 21And he took me out into the outer square and made me go by
the four angles of the square; and I saw that in every angle of the open square there was a
space shut in. 22 In the four angles therewere spaceswalled in, forty cubits long and thirty
wide; the four were of the same size. 23And there was a line of wall all round inside them,
roundall four, andboiling-placesweremadeunder it all roundabout. 24Andhe said tome,
These are the boiling-rooms, where the offering of the people is cooked by the servants of
the house.

47
1And he took me back to the door of the house; and I saw that waters were flowing out

from under the doorstep of the house on the east, for the house was facing east: and the
waters came down from under, from the right side of the house, on the south side of the
altar. 2 And he took me out by the north doorway, and made me go round to the outside
of the doorway looking to the east; and I saw waters running slowly out on the south
side. 3 And the man went out to the east with the line in his hand, and after measuring
a thousand cubits, he made me go through the waters, which came over my feet. 4 And
again, measuring a thousand cubits, he made me go through the waters which came up
to my knees. Again, measuring a thousand, he made me go through the waters up to the
middle ofmy body. 5Again, after hismeasuring a thousand, it became a riverwhich it was
not possible to go through: for thewaters had become deep enough for swimming, a river
itwas not possible to go through. 6Andhe said tome, Son ofman, have you seen this? Then
he took me to the river's edge. 7And he took me back, and I saw at the edge of the river a
very great number of trees on this side and on that. 8 And he said to me, These waters
are flowing out to the east part of the land and down into the Arabah; and they will go to
the sea, and the waters will be made sweet. 9And it will come about that every living and
moving thing, wherever their streams come, will have life; and there will be very much
fish because these waters have come there and have been made sweet: and everything
wherever the river comes will have life. 10And fishermen will take up their places by it:
fromEn-gedi as far asEn-eglaimwill beaplace for the stretchingout ofnets; thefishwill be
of every sort, like the fish of the Great Sea, a very great number. 11The wet places and the
pools will not be made sweet; they will be given up to salt. 12And by the edge of the river,
on this side and on that, will come up every tree used for food, whose leaves will ever be
green and its fruit will not come to an end: it will have new fruit everymonth, because its
waters come out from the holy place: the fruit will be for food and the leaf will make well
those who are ill. 13This is what the Lord has said: These are the limits by which you will
take up your heritage in the land among the twelve tribes of Israel: Joseph is to have two
parts. 14And you are to make an equal division of it; as I gave my oath to your fathers to
give it to you: for this land is to be your heritage. 15And this is to be the limit of the land:
on the north side, from the Great Sea, in the direction of Hethlon, as far as the way into
Hamath; 16To Zedad, Berothah, Sibraim, which is between the limit of Damascus and the
limit ofHazar-hatticon,which is on the limit ofHauran. 17And this is the limit from the sea
in the direction of Hazar-enon; and the limit of Damascus is to the north, and on the north
is the limit of Hamath. This is the north side. 18And the east side will be fromHazar-enon,
which is between Hauran and Damascus; and between Gilead and the land of Israel the
Jordanwill be the limit, to the east sea, to Tamar. This is the east side. 19And the south side
to the south will be from Tamar as far as the waters of Meribath-kadesh, to the stream of
Egypt, to the Great Sea. This is the south side, on the south. 20And the west side will be the
Great Sea, from the limit on the south to a point opposite the way into Hamath. This is the
west side. 21Youwill make a division of the land among you, tribe by tribe. 22And you are
tomake a distribution of it, by the decision of the Lord, for a heritage to you and to themen
from other landswho are living among you andwho have children in your land: theywill
be the same to you as if theywere Israelites by birth, theywill have their heritagewith you
among the tribes of Israel. 23 Inwhatever tribe theman from a strange land is living, there
you are to give him his heritage, says the Lord.

48
1Now these are the names of the tribes: from the north end, from thewest on theway of

Hethlon to theway intoHamath, in thedirectionofHazar-enon,with the limit ofDamascus
to the north, byHamath; and on the limit from the east side to thewest side: Dan, one part.
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2And on the limit of Dan, from the east side to the west side: Asher, one part. 3And on the
limit of Asher, from the east side to the west side: Naphtali, one part. 4 And on the limit
of Naphtali, from the east side to the west side: Manasseh, one part. 5 And on the limit
of Manasseh, from the east side to the west side: Ephraim, one part. 6And on the limit of
Ephraim, fromtheeast side to thewest side: Reuben, onepart. 7Andon the limit ofReuben,
fromtheeast side to thewest side: Judah, onepart. 8Andon the limit of Judah, fromtheeast
side to thewest side,will be theofferingwhichyouare tomake, twenty-five thousandwide,
and as long as one of the parts, from the east side to the west side: and the holy place will
be in themiddle of it. 9The offering youwill give to the Lord is to be twenty-five thousand
long and twenty-five thousandwide. 10And for these, that is the priests, the holy offering is
to be twenty-five thousand long to the north, ten thousand wide to the west, ten thousand
wide to the east and twenty-five thousand long to the south; and the holy place of the Lord
will be in the middle of it. 11 For the priests who have been made holy, those of the sons
of Zadok who kept the orders I gave them, who did not go out of the right way when the
childrenof Israelwent fromtheway, as theLevitesdid, 12Even for themwill be theoffering
from the offering of the land, a thingmost holy, on the limit of the land given to the Levites.
13And the Levites are to have a part of the land equal to the limit of the priests', twenty-
five thousand long and ten thousand wide, all of it together to be twenty-five thousand
long and twenty thousand wide. 14And they are not to let any of it go for a price, or give
it in exchange; and the part of the land given to the Lord is not to go into other hands: for
it is holy to the Lord. 15And the other five thousand, measured from side to side, in front
of the twenty-five thousand, is to be for common use, for the town, for living in and for a
free space: and the town will be in the middle of it. 16And these will be its measures: the
north side, four thousand five hundred, and the south side, four thousand five hundred,
and on the east side, four thousand five hundred, and on the west side, four thousand five
hundred. 17And the townwill have a free space on the north of two hundred and fifty, on
the south of two hundred and fifty, on the east of two hundred and fifty, and on the west
of two hundred and fifty. 18And the rest, in measure as long as the holy offering, will be
ten thousand to the east and ten thousand to the west: and its produce will be for food for
the workers of the town. 19 It will be farmed by workers of the town from all the tribes of
Israel. 20 The size of the offering all together is to be twenty-five thousand by twenty-five
thousand: you are to make the holy offering a square, together with the property of the
town. 21And the rest is to be for the prince, on this side and on that side of the holy offering
and of the property of the town, in front of the twenty-five thousand to the east, as far as
the east limit, and to thewest, in front of the twenty-five thousand, as far as thewest limit,
and of the samemeasure as those parts; it will be the property of the prince: and the holy
offering and holy place of the house will be in the middle of it. 22And the property of the
Levites and theproperty of the townwill be in themiddle of theprince's property; between
the limit of Judah's part and the limit of Benjamin's part will be for the prince. 23And as
for the rest of the tribes: from the east side to the west side: Benjamin, one part. 24And on
the limit of Benjamin, from the east side to the west side: Simeon, one part. 25And on the
limit of Simeon, from the east side to the west side: Issachar, one part. 26And on the limit
of Issachar, from the east side to the west side: Zebulun, one part. 27 And on the limit of
Zebulun, from the east side to the west side: Gad one part. 28And on the limit of Gad, on
the south side and to the south of it, the limitwill be fromTamar to thewaters ofMeribath-
kadesh, to the stream, to theGreat Sea. 29This is the landofwhichdistribution is tobemade
by the decision of the Lord, among the tribes of Israel for their heritage, and these are their
heritages, says the Lord. 30And these are the outskirts of the town: on the north side, four
thousand five hundred by measure; 31And the doors of the town are to be named by the
names of the tribes of Israel; three doors on the north, one for Reuben, one for Judah, one
for Levi; 32And at the east side, four thousand five hundred by measure, and three doors,
one for Joseph, one for Benjamin, one for Dan; 33And at the south side, four thousand five
hundred by measure, and three doors, one for Simeon, one for Issachar, one for Zebulun;
34 At the west side, four thousand five hundred by measure, with their three doors, one
for Gad, one for Asher, one for Naphtali. 35 It is to be eighteen thousand all round: and the
name of the town from that day will be, The Lord is there.
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The Book of
Daniel

1 In the third year of the rule of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar, king of
Babylon, came to Jerusalem, shutting it in with his forces. 2 And the Lord gave into his
hands Jehoiakim, king of Judah, with some of the vessels of the house of God; and he took
them away into the land of Shinar to the house of his god; and he put the vessels into the
store-house of his god. 3And the king gave orders to Ashpenaz, the captain of his unsexed
servants, to take in some of the children of Israel, certain of the king's family, and those
of high birth; 4 Young men who were strong and healthy, good-looking, and trained in all
wisdom, having a good education and much knowledge, and able to take positions in the
king's house; and to have them trained in the writing and language of the Chaldaeans.
5 And a regular amount of food and wine every day from the king's table was ordered
for them by the king; and they were to be cared for for three years so that at the end of
that time they might take their places before the king. 6 And among these there were,
of the children of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. 7 And the captain of
the unsexed servants gave them names; to Daniel he gave the name of Belteshazzar, to
Hananiah the name of Shadrach, to Mishael the name of Meshach, and to Azariah the
nameof Abed-nego. 8AndDaniel had come to the decision that hewould notmake himself
unclean with the king's food or wine; so he made a request to the captain of the unsexed
servants that he might not make himself unclean. 9 And God put into the heart of the
captain of the unsexed servants kind feelings and pity for Daniel. 10 And the captain of
the unsexed servants said to Daniel, I am in fear ofmy lord the king, who has given orders
about your food and your drink; what if he sees you looking less happy than the other
young men of your generation? then you would have put my head in danger from the
king. 11Then Daniel said to the keeper in whose care the captain of the unsexed servants
had put Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah: 12 Put your servants to the test for ten
days; let them give us grain for our food andwater for our drink. 13Then take a look at our
faces and the faces of the youngmenwhohave food from theking's table; and, having seen
them, do to your servants as it seems right to you. 14Sohe gave ear to them in this thing and
put them to the test for ten days. 15And at the end of ten days their faces seemed fairer and
they were fatter in flesh than all the young men who had their food from the king's table.
16So the keeper regularly took away theirmeat and thewinewhichwas to have been their
drink, andgave themgrain. 17Nowas for these fouryoungmen,Godgave themknowledge
andmade themexpert in all book-learning andwisdom: andDanielwaswise in all visions
and dreams. 18Nowat the end of the time fixed by the king for them to go in, the captain of
the unsexed servants took them in toNebuchadnezzar. 19And the king had talkwith them;
and among themall therewas no one like Daniel, Hananiah,Mishael, andAzariah; so they
were given places before the king. 20And in any business needingwisdomand good sense,
about which the king put questions to them, he saw that they were ten times better than
all the wonder-workers and users of secret arts in all his kingdom. 21And Daniel went on
till the first year of King Cyrus.

2
1 In the second year of the rule of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; and

his spirit was troubled and his sleep went from him. 2 Then the king gave orders that the
wonder-workers, and the users of secret arts, and thosewhomade use of evil powers, and
the Chaldaeans, were to be sent for tomake clear to the king his dreams. So they came and
took their places before the king. 3And the king said to them, I have had a dream, andmy
spirit is troubled by the desire to have the dreammade clear tome. 4Then the Chaldaeans
said to the king in the Aramaean language, O King, have life for ever: give your servants
an account of your dream, and we will make clear to you the sense of it. 5 The king made
answer and said to the Chaldaeans, This is my decision: if you do notmake clear tome the
dream and the sense of it, you will be cut in bits and your houses made waste. 6But if you
make clear the dreamand the sense of it, youwill have frommeofferings and rewards and
great honour: somake clear tome the dream and the sense of it. 7A second time they said
in answer, Let the king give his servants an account of his dream, and we will make clear
the sense. 8 The king made answer and said, I am certain that you are attempting to get
more time, because you see that my decision is fixed; 9That if you do not make my dream
clear tome there is only one fate for you: for you havemade ready false and evil words to
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say beforeme till the times are changed: so giveme an account of the dream, and I will be
certain that you are able to make the sense of it clear. 10 Then the Chaldaeans said to the
king in answer, There is not a man on earth able to make clear the king's business; for no
king, howevergreathispower, hasevermadesucharequest toanywonder-workeroruser
of secret arts or Chaldaean. 11The king's request is a very hard one, and there is no other
who is able to make it clear to the king, but the gods, whose living-place is not with flesh.
12Because of this the kingwas angry and full of wrath, and gave orders for the destruction
of all the wise men of Babylon. 13 So the order went out that the wise men were to be put
to death; and they were looking for Daniel and his friends to put them to death. 14 Then
Daniel gave an answer with wisdom and good sense to Arioch, the captain of the king's
armedmen,whohad gone out to put to death thewisemen of Babylon; 15Hemade answer
and said to Arioch, O captain of the king, why is the king's order so cruel? Then Arioch
gave Daniel an account of the business. 16And Daniel went in and made a request to the
king to give him time and he would make clear the sense of his dream to the king. 17And
Daniel went to his house and gave his friends Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah the news:
18 So that theymight make a request for the mercy of the God of heaven in the question of
this secret; so that Daniel and his friendsmight not come to destructionwith the rest of the
wise men of Babylon. 19Then the secret was made clear to Daniel in a vision of the night.
AndDaniel gave blessing to theGod of heaven. 20AndDaniel said in answer,May the name
of God be praised for ever and ever: for wisdom and strength are his: 21By him times and
years are changed: by him kings are taken away and kings are lifted up: he gives wisdom
to the wise, and knowledge to those whose minds are awake: 22He is the unveiler of deep
and secret things: he has knowledge of what is in the dark, and the light has its living-
place with him. 23 I give you praise and worship, O God of my fathers, who have givenme
wisdomand strength, and have nowmade clear tomewhatwewere requesting fromyou:
for you have given us knowledge of the king's business. 24 For this reason Daniel went to
Arioch, towhom the king had given orders for the destruction of thewisemen of Babylon,
and said to him, Do not put to death the wise men of Babylon: take me in before the king
and I will make clear to him the sense of the dream. 25Then Arioch quickly took Daniel in
before the king, and said to him, Here is a man from among the prisoners of Judah, who
will make clear to the king the sense of the dream. 26 The king made answer and said to
Daniel, whose namewas Belteshazzar, Are you able tomake clear tome the dreamwhich I
sawand its sense? 27ThenDaniel said in answer to theking, Nowisemen, orusers of secret
arts, or wonder-workers, or readers of signs, are able to make clear to the king the secret
he is searching for; 28But there is a God in heaven, the unveiler of secrets, and he has given
to King Nebuchadnezzar knowledge of what will take place in the last days. Your dreams
and the visions of your head on your bed are these: 29 As for you, O King, the thoughts
which came to you on your bed were of what will come about after this: and the unveiler
of secrets has made clear to youwhat is to come. 30As for me, this secret is not made clear
tome because of anywisdomwhich I havemore than any livingman, but in order that the
sense of the dream may be made clear to the king, and that you may have knowledge of
the thoughts of your heart. 31You, O King, were looking, and a great imagewas there. This
image, which was very great, and whose glory was very bright, was placed before you: its
form sent fear into the heart. 32As for this image, its head was made of the best gold, its
breast and its armswere of silver, itsmiddle and its sideswere of brass, 33 Its legs of iron, its
feetwere inpart of ironand inpart of potter's earth. 34While youwere looking at it, a stone
was cut out, but not by hands, and it gave the image a blow on its feet, which were of iron
and earth, and they were broken in bits. 35Then the iron and the earth, the brass and the
silver and the gold, were smashed together, and became like the dust on the floors where
grain is crushed in summer; and the wind took them away so that no sign of them was to
be seen: and the stone which gave the image a blow became a great mountain, covering
all the earth. 36This is the dream; andwewill make clear to the king the sense of it. 37You,
O King, king of kings, to whom the God of heaven has given the kingdom, the power, and
the strength, and the glory, 38Wherever the children of men are living; into whose hands
he has given the beasts of the field and the birds of heaven, and has made you ruler over
them all, you are the head of gold. 39And after you another kingdom, lower than you, will
come to power; and a third kingdom, of brass, ruling over all the earth. 40And the fourth
kingdomwill be strong as iron: because, as all things are broken and overcome by iron, so
it will have the power of crushing and smashing down all the earth. 41And as you saw the
feet and toes, part of potter'swork and part of iron, therewill be a division in the kingdom;
but therewill be someof the strength of iron in it, because you saw the ironmixedwith the
potter's earth. 42And as the toes of the feet were in part of iron and in part of earth, so part
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of the kingdom will be strong and part of it will readily be broken. 43And as you saw the
ironmixedwith earth, theywill give their daughters to one another aswives: but theywill
not be united one with another, even as iron is not mixed with earth. 44And in the days of
those kings, theGodofheavenwill put upakingdomwhichwill never come todestruction,
and its powerwill never be given into the hands of another people, and all these kingdoms
will bebrokenandovercomeby it, but itwill keep its place for ever. 45Becauseyou saw that
a stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that by it the iron and the brass
and the earth and the silver and the goldwerebroken tobits, a greatGodhas given theking
knowledge ofwhat is to take place in the future: the dream is fixed, and its sense is certain.
46Then King Nebuchadnezzar, falling down on his face, gave worship to Daniel, and gave
orders for an offering and spices to be given to him; 47And the kingmade answer to Daniel
and said, Truly, your God is a God of gods and a Lord of kings, and an unveiler of secrets,
for you have been able to make this secret clear. 48 Then the king made Daniel great, and
gave him offerings in great number, andmade him ruler over all the land of Babylon, and
chief over all the wisemen of Babylon. 49And at Daniel's request, the king gave Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abed-nego authority over the business of the land of Babylon: but Daniel
was kept near the king's person.

3
1Nebuchadnezzar the kingmade an image of gold, sixty cubits high and six cubits wide:

he put it up in the valley of Dura, in the land of Babylon. 2And Nebuchadnezzar the king
sent to get together all the captains, the chiefs, the rulers, the wise men, the keepers of
public money, the judges, the overseers, and all the rulers of the divisions of the country,
to come to see the unveiling of the image which Nebuchadnezzar the king had put up.
3 Then the captains, the chiefs, the rulers, the wise men, the keepers of public money, the
judges, the overseers, and all the rulers of the divisions of the country, came together to
see the unveiling of the image which Nebuchadnezzar the king had put up; and they took
their places before the image which Nebuchadnezzar had put up. 4Then one of the king's
criers said in a loud voice, To you the order is given, O peoples, nations, and languages,
5 That when the sound of the horn, pipe, harp, trigon, psaltery, bagpipe, and all sorts of
instruments, comes to your ears, you are to go down on your faces in worship before
the image of gold which Nebuchadnezzar the king has put up: 6 And anyone not falling
down and worshipping will that same hour be put into a burning and flaming fire. 7 So
at that time, all the people, when the sound of the horn, pipe, harp, trigon, psaltery, and
all sorts of instruments, came to their ears, went down on their faces in worship before
the image of gold which Nebuchadnezzar the king had put up. 8 At that time certain
Chaldaeans came near and made a statement against the Jews. 9 They made answer and
said to Nebuchadnezzar the king, O King, have life for ever. 10You, O King, have given an
order that every man, when the sound of the horn, pipe, harp, trigon, psaltery, bagpipe,
and all sorts of instruments, comes to his ears, is to go down on his face in worship before
the image of gold: 11 And anyone not falling down and worshipping is to be put into a
burning and flaming fire. 12There are certain Jews whom you have put over the business
of the land of Babylon, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego; these men have not given
attention to you, O King: they are not servants of your gods or worshippers of the gold
image which you have put up. 13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in his wrath and passion gave
orders for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego to be sent for. Then they made these men
come in before the king. 14Nebuchadnezzar made answer and said to them, Is it true, O
Shadrach,Meshach, andAbed-nego, thatyouwillnotbeservantsofmygodorgiveworship
to the image of gold which I have put up? 15Now if you are ready, on hearing the sound of
the horn, pipe, harp, trigon, psaltery, bagpipe, and all sorts of instruments, to go down on
your faces inworshipbefore the imagewhich Ihavemade, it iswell: but if youwill not give
worship, that same hour you will be put into a burning and flaming fire; and what god is
therewhowill be able to take you out ofmyhands? 16Shadrach,Meshach, andAbed-nego,
answeringNebuchadnezzar the king, said, There is noneed for us to give you an answer to
this question. 17 If our God,whose servantswe are, is able to keep us safe from the burning
andflamingfire, and fromyour hands, OKing, hewill keep us safe. 18But if not, be certain,
O King, that we will not be the servants of your gods, or give worship to the image of gold
which you have put up. 19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was full of wrath, and the form of his
facewas changed against Shadrach,Meshach, andAbed-nego: and he gave orders that the
fire was to be heated up seven times more than it was generally heated. 20 And he gave
orders to certain strong men in his army to put cords on Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-
nego and put them into the burning and flaming fire. 21 Then these men had cords put
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round them as they were, in their coats, their trousers, their hats, and their clothing, and
were dropped into the burning and flaming fire. 22And because the king's order was not
to be put on one side, and the heat of the fire was so great, themenwho took up Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abed-nego were burned to death by the flame of the fire. 23And these three
men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, with the cords about them, went down into the
burning and flaming fire. 24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar, full of fear and wonder, got up
quickly, and said to hiswisemen, Didwe not put threemen in cords into the fire? and they
made answer and said to the king, True, O King. 25He made answer and said, Look! I see
fourmen loose, walking in themiddle of the fire, and they are not damaged; and the form
of the fourth is like a son of the gods. 26 Then Nebuchadnezzar came near the door of the
burning and flaming fire: he made answer and said, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego,
you servants of the Most High God, come out and come here. Then Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abed-nego came out of the fire. 27And the captains, the chiefs, and the rulers, and the
king's wisemenwho had come together, saw thesemen, overwhose bodies the fire had no
power, and not a hair of their heads was burned, and their coats were not changed, and
there was no smell of fire about them. 28Nebuchadnezzar made answer and said, Praise
be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, who has sent his angel and kept his
servants safe who had faith in him, and who put the king's word on one side and gave
up their bodies to the fire, so that they might not be servants or worshippers of any other
god but their God. 29And it is my decision that any people, nation, or language saying evil
against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, will be cut to bits and their houses
madewaste: because there isnoother godwho is able to give salvation suchas this. 30Then
the king gave Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego even greater authority in the land of
Babylon.

4
1 Nebuchadnezzar the king, to all the peoples, nations, and languages living in all the

earth: May your peace be increased. 2 It has seemed good to me to make clear the signs
and wonders which the Most High God has done with me. 3How great are his signs! and
how full of power are hiswonders! his kingdom is an eternal kingdomandhis rule goes on
from generation to generation. 4 I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at rest inmy place, and all things
were going well for me inmy great house: 5 I saw a dreamwhichwas a cause of great fear
to me; I was troubled by the images of mymind onmy bed, and by the visions of my head.
6And I gave orders for all thewisemen of Babylon to come in beforeme so that theymight
make clear to me the sense of my dream. 7 Then the wonder-workers, the users of secret
arts, the Chaldaeans, and the readers of signs came in to me: and I put the dream before
them but they did not make clear the sense of it to me. 8But at last Daniel came in before
me, he whose namewas Belteshazzar, after the name of my god, and in whom is the spirit
of the holy gods: and I put the dream before him, saying, 9O Belteshazzar, master of the
wonder-workers, because I amcertain that the spirit of the holy gods is in you, and you are
troubled by no secret; this is the dreamwhich I saw: make clear to me its sense. 10Onmy
bed I saw a vision: there was a tree in themiddle of the earth, and it was very high. 11And
the tree became tall and strong, stretching up to heaven, and to be seen from the ends of
the earth: 12 Its leaveswere fair and it hadmuch fruit, and in itwas food enough for all: the
beasts of the field had shade under it, and the birds of heavenwere resting in its branches,
and it gave food to all living things. 13 In the visions ofmy head onmy bed I saw awatcher,
a holy one, coming down from heaven, 14Crying out with a loud voice; and this is what he
said: Let the tree be cut down and its branches broken off; let its leaves be taken off and
its fruit sent in every direction: let the beasts get away fromunder it and the birds from its
branches: 15But keep its broken end and its roots still in the earth, evenwith a band of iron
and brass; let him have the young grass of the field for food, and let him be wet with the
dew of heaven, and let his part be with the beasts. 16Let his heart be changed from that of
aman, and the heart of a beast be given to him; and let seven times go by him. 17This order
is fixed by thewatchers, and the decision is by theword of the holy ones: so that the living
maybe certain that theMostHigh is ruler over the kingdomofmen, andgives it to anyman
at his pleasure, lifting up over it the lowest of men. 18This dream I, King Nebuchadnezzar,
saw; and do you, O Belteshazzar, make clear the sense of it, for all the wise men of my
kingdom are unable to make the sense of it clear to me; but you are able, for the spirit of
the holy gods is in you. 19 Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, was at a loss for a
time, his thoughts troubling him. The king made answer and said, Belteshazzar, do not be
troubled by the dream or by the sense of it. Belteshazzar, answering, said, My lord, may
the dream be about your haters, and its sense about those who are against you. 20 The
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tree which you saw, which became tall and strong, stretching up to heaven and seen from
the ends of the earth; 21Which had fair leaves and much fruit, and had in it food for all;
under which the beasts of the field were living, and in the branches of which the birds of
heaven had their resting-places: 22 It is you, O King, who have become great and strong:
for your power is increased and stretching up to heaven, and your rule to the end of the
earth. 23And as for the vision which the king saw of a watcher, a holy one, coming down
from heaven, saying, Let the tree be cut down and given to destruction; 24This is the sense
of it, O King, and it is the decision of the Most High which has come on my lord the king:
25That they will send you out from amongmen, to be with the beasts of the field; they will
give you grass for your food like the oxen, and youwill bewetwith the dewof heaven, and
seven times will go by you, till you are certain that the Most High is ruler in the kingdom
ofmen, and gives it to anyman at his pleasure. 26And as they gave orders to let the broken
end and the roots of the tree be, so your kingdomwill be safe for you after it is clear to you
that the heavens are ruling. 27For this cause, O King, let my suggestion be pleasing to you,
and let your sins be covered by righteousness and your evil-doing bymercy to the poor, so
that the time of your well-being may be longer. 28All this came to King Nebuchadnezzar.
29At the end of twelve months he was walking on the roof of his great house in Babylon.
30 The king made answer and said, Is this not great Babylon, which I have made for the
living-place of kings, by the strength ofmypower and for the glory ofmyhonour? 31While
the word was still in the king's mouth, a voice came down from heaven, saying, O King
Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is said: The kingdom has gone from you: 32And they will send
youout fromamongmen, to bewith thebeasts of thefield; theywill give you grass for your
food like the oxen, and seven timeswill go by you, till you are certain that theMost High is
ruler in the kingdom ofmen, and gives it to anyman at his pleasure. 33That very hour the
order about Nebuchadnezzar was put into effect: and he was sent out from among men,
and had grass for his food like the oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven,
till his hair became long as eagles' feathers and his nails like those of birds. 34And at the
end of the days, I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifting upmy eyes to heaven, got backmy reason, and,
blessing the Most High, I gave praise and honour to himwho is living for ever, whose rule
is an eternal rule and whose kingdom goes on from generation to generation. 35 And all
the people of the earth are as nothing: he does his pleasure in the army of heaven and
among the people of the earth: and no one is able to keep back his hand, or say to him,
What are you doing? 36At the same timemy reason came back to me; and for the glory of
my kingdom, my honour and my great name came back to me; and my wise men and my
lords were turned to me again; and I was made safe in my kingdom and had more power
than before. 37Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, giveworship and praise and honour to the King of
heaven; for all his works are true and his ways are right: and those who go in pride he is
able to make low.

5
1Belshazzar the kingmade a great feast for a thousandof his lords, drinkingwinebefore

the thousand. 2Belshazzar, while hewas overcomewithwine, gave orders for them to put
before him the gold and silver vessels which Nebuchadnezzar, his father, had taken from
the Temple in Jerusalem; so that the king and his lords, his wives and his other women,
might take their drink from them. 3 Then they took in the gold and silver vessels which
had been in the Temple of the house of God at Jerusalem; and the king and his lords, his
wives and his other women, took wine from them. 4They took their wine and gave praise
to the gods of gold and silver, of brass and iron andwood and stone. 5 In that very hour the
fingers of a man's hand were seen, writing opposite the support for the light on the white
wall of the king's house, and the king saw the part of the hand which was writing. 6Then
the colour went from the king's face, and he was troubled by his thoughts; strength went
from his body, and his knees were shaking. 7 The king, crying out with a loud voice, said
that the users of secret arts, the Chaldaeans, and the readers of signs, were to be sent for.
The king made answer and said to the wise men of Babylon, Whoever is able to make out
thiswriting, andmake clear tome the sense of it, will be clothed inpurple andhave a chain
of gold round his neck, and will be a ruler of high authority in the kingdom. 8Then all the
king's wise men came in: but they were not able to make out the writing or give the sense
of it to the king. 9Then King Belshazzarwas greatly troubled and the colourwent fromhis
face, and his lords were at a loss. 10 The queen, because of the words of the king and his
lords, came into the house of the feast: the queenmade answer and said, O King, have life
for ever; donot be troubledby your thoughts or let the colour go fromyour face: 11There is
aman inyourkingdom inwhomis the spirit of theholy gods; and in thedays of your father,
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light and reason like thewisdom of the godswere seen in him: and King Nebuchadnezzar,
your father, made himmaster of thewonder-workers, and the users of secret arts, and the
Chaldaeans, and the readers of signs; 12Because a most special spirit, and knowledge and
reason and the power of reading dreams and unfolding dark sayings and answering hard
questions, were seen to be in him, even in Daniel (named Belteshazzar by the king): now
let Daniel be sent for, and he will make clear the sense of the writing. 13 Then they took
Daniel in before the king; the kingmade answer and said to Daniel, So you are that Daniel,
of the prisoners of Judah, whom my father took out of Judah. 14And I have had news of
you, that the spirit of the gods is in you, and that light and reason and special wisdomhave
been seen in you. 15 And now the wise men, the users of secret arts, have been sent in
before me for the purpose of reading this writing and making clear to me the sense of it:
but theyarenotable tomakeclear the senseof the thing: 16AndIhavehadnewsofyou, that
you have the power of making things clear, and of answering hard questions: now if you
are able to make out the writing and give me the sense of it, you will be clothed in purple
and have a gold chain round your neck and be a ruler of high authority in the kingdom.
17 Then Daniel made answer and said to the king, Keep your offerings for yourself, and
give your rewards to another; but I, after reading the writing to the king, will give him the
sense of it. 18As for you, O King, the Most High God gave to Nebuchadnezzar, your father,
the kingdomand great power and glory and honour: 19And because of the great power he
gave him, all peoples andnations and languageswere shaking in fear before him: somehe
put to death and others he kept living, at his pleasure, lifting up some and putting others
downas it pleasedhim. 20Butwhenhis heartwas lifted up andhis spirit becamehardwith
pride, he was put down from his place as king, and they took his glory from him: 21And
he was sent out from among the sons of men; and his heart wasmade like the beasts', and
he was living with the asses of the fields; he had grass for his food like the oxen, and his
body was wet with the dew of heaven, till he was certain that the Most High is ruler in
the kingdom of men, and gives power over it to anyone at his pleasure. 22 And you, his
son, O Belshazzar, have not kept your heart free from pride, though you had knowledge
of all this; 23 But you have been lifting yourself up against the Lord of heaven, and they
have put the vessels of his house before you, and you and your lords, yourwives and your
women, have taken wine in them; and you have given praise to gods of silver and gold, of
brass and iron and wood and stone, who are without the power of seeing or hearing, and
without knowledge: and to the God in whose hand your breath is, and whose are all your
ways, you have not given glory; 24Then the part of the handwas sent out frombefore him,
and this writing was recorded. 25And this is the writing which was recorded, Mene, tekel,
peres. 26 This is the sense of the words: Mene; your kingdom has been numbered by God
and ended. 27Tekel; you have been put in the scales and seen to be under weight. 28Peres;
yourkingdomhasbeencutupandgiven to theMedesandPersians. 29Then, by theorderof
Belshazzar, they put a purple robe onDaniel, and a gold chain roundhis neck, and a public
statementwasmade that hewas tobe a ruler of highauthority in thekingdom. 30That very
night Belshazzar, the king of theChaldaeans,was put to death. 31AndDarius theMede took
the kingdom, being then about sixty-two years old.

6
1Dariuswas pleased to put over the kingdoma hundred and twenty captains, whowere

to be all through the kingdom; 2And over them were three chief rulers, of whom Daniel
was one; and the captains were to be responsible to the chief rulers, so that the king
might undergo no loss. 3 Then this Daniel did his work better than the chief rulers and
the captains, because there was a special spirit in him; and it was the king's purpose to
put him over all the kingdom. 4 Then the chief rulers and the captains were looking for
some cause for puttingDaniel in thewrong in connectionwith the kingdom, but theywere
unable to put forward any wrongdoing or error against him; because he was true, and no
error or wrong was to be seen in him. 5Then thesemen said, Wewill only get a reason for
attacking Daniel in connection with the law of his God. 6 Then these chief rulers and the
captains came to the king and said to him, O King Darius, have life for ever. 7All the chief
rulers of the kingdom, the chiefs and the captains, thewisemen and the rulers, havemade
a common decision to put in force a law having the king's authority, and to give a strong
order, thatwhoevermakes any request to anygodormanbut you,OKing, for thirtydays, is
tobeput into the lions' hole. 8Now,OKing, put theorder in force, signing thewriting so that
it may not be changed, like the law of the Medes and Persians which may not come to an
end. 9For this reasonKingDarius put his nameon thewriting and the order. 10AndDaniel,
on hearing that thewriting had been signed, went into his house; (nowhe hadwindows in
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his room on the roof opening in the direction of Jerusalem;) and three times a day hewent
down on his knees in prayer and praise before his God, as he had done before. 11 Then
thesemenwerewatching and sawDanielmaking prayers and requesting grace before his
God. 12Then they came near before the king and said, O King, have you not put your name
to an order that anymanwhomakes a request to any god ormanbut you, OKing, for thirty
days, is to be put into the lions' hole? The king made answer and said, The thing is fixed
by the law of the Medes and Persians which may not come to an end. 13 Then they made
answer and said before the king, Daniel, one of the prisoners of Judah, has no respect for
you, O King, or for the order signed by you, but three times a day he makes his prayer to
God. 14When this thing came to the king's ears, it was very evil to him, and his heart was
fixed on keeping Daniel safe, and till the going down of the sun he was doing everything
in his power to get him free. 15 Then these men said to the king, Be certain, O King, that
by the law of the Medes and Persians no order or law which the king has put into force
may be changed. 16 Then the king gave the order, and they took Daniel and put him into
the lions' hole. The king made answer and said to Daniel, Your God, whose servant you
are at all times, will keep you safe. 17 Then they got a stone and put it over the mouth of
the hole, and it was stampedwith the king's stamp andwith the stamp of the lords, so that
the decision about Daniel might not be changed. 18Then the king went to his great house,
and took no food that night, and no ... were placed before him, and his sleep went from
him. 19Then very early in the morning the king got up and went quickly to the lions' hole.
20Andwhen he came near the hole where Daniel was, he gave a loud cry of grief; the king
made answer and said to Daniel, O Daniel, servant of the living God, is your God, whose
servant you are at all times, able to keep you safe from the lions? 21 Then Daniel said to
the king, O King, have life for ever. 22My God has sent his angel to keep the lions' mouths
shut, and they have doneme no damage: because I was seen to bewithout sin before him;
and further, before you, O King, I have done no wrong. 23 Then the king was very glad,
and gave orders for them to take Daniel up out of the hole. So Daniel was taken up out of
the hole and he was seen to be untouched, because he had faith in his God. 24And at the
king's order, they took those men who had said evil against Daniel, and put them in the
lions' hole, with theirwives and their children; and they had not got to the floor of the hole
before the lions overcame them and all their boneswere broken. 25Then King Darius sent
a letter to all the peoples, nations, and languages, living in all the earth: May your peace
be increased. 26 It is my order that in all the kingdom of which I am ruler, men are to be
shaking with fear before the God of Daniel: for he is the living God, unchanging for ever,
and his kingdom is one which will never come to destruction, his rule will go on to the
end. 27He gives salvation and makes men free from danger, and does signs and wonders
in heaven and earth, whohas kept Daniel safe from the power of the lions. 28So this Daniel
did well in the kingdom of Darius and in the kingdom of Cyrus the Persian.

7
1 In the first year of Belshazzar, king of Babylon, Daniel saw a dream, and visions came

intohis headonhis bed: thenheput thedream inwriting. 2 I hadavisionbynight, and saw
the four winds of heaven violently moving the great sea. 3And four great beasts came up
from the sea, different one from another. 4The first was like a lion and had eagle's wings;
while I was watching its wings were pulled off, and it was lifted up from the earth and
placed on two feet like aman, and aman's heart was given to it. 5And I saw another beast,
likeabear, and itwas liftedupononeside, and three side-boneswere in itsmouth, between
its teeth: and they said to it, Up! take much flesh. 6 After this I saw another beast, like
a leopard, which had on its back four wings like those of a bird; and the beast had four
heads, and the power of a ruler was given to it. 7 After this, in my vision of the night, I
saw a fourth beast, a thing causing fear and very troubling, full of power and very strong;
and it had great iron teeth: it took its food, crushing some of it to bits and stamping down
the rest with its feet: it was different from all the beasts before it; and it had ten horns. 8 I
was watching the horns with care, and I saw another coming up among them, a little one,
before which three of the first horns were pulled up by the roots: and there were eyes like
aman's eyes in this horn, and amouth saying great things. 9 I went on looking till the seats
of kings were placed, and one like a very old man took his seat: his clothing was white as
snow, and thehair of his headwas like cleanwool; his seatwasflames of fire and itswheels
burning fire. 10A stream of fire was flowing and coming out from before him: a thousand
thousands were his servants, and ten thousand times ten thousand were in their places
before him: the judge was seated and the books were open. 11Then I saw— because of the
voice of the great words which the horn said — I saw till the beast was put to death, and
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its body was given to destruction, and the beast was given to the burning of fire. 12As for
the rest of the beasts, their authority was taken away: but they let them go on living for a
measure of time. 13 I saw in visions of the night, and there was coming with the clouds of
heaven one like a man, and he came to the one who was very old, and they took him near
before him. 14And to him was given authority and glory and a kingdom; and all peoples,
nations, and languages were his servants: his authority is an eternal authority which will
not come toanend, andhis kingdomisonewhichwill not come todestruction. 15As forme,
Daniel,my spiritwaspainedbecauseof this, and thevisions ofmyheadwere troublingme.
16 I came near to one of thosewhowerewaiting there, questioning him about what all this
was. And he said to me that he would make clear to me the sense of these things. 17These
great beasts are four kings who will be cut off from the earth. 18But the saints of the Most
High will take the kingdom, and it will be theirs for ever, even for ever and ever. 19 Then
it was my desire to have certain knowledge about the fourth beast, which was different
from all the others, a cause of great fear, whose teeth were of iron and his nails of brass;
who took his food, crushing some of it to bits and stamping on the rest with his feet; 20And
about the tenhorns onhis head and the otherwhich cameup, causing the fall of three; that
horn which had eyes, and a mouth saying great things, which seemed to be greater than
the other horns. 21And I saw how that horn made war on the saints and overcame them,
22Till he came, whowas very old, and the decision wasmade and the authority was given
to the saints of theMost High; and the time camewhen the saints took the kingdom. 23This
is what he said: The fourth beast is a fourth kingdomwhich will come on earth, different
from all the kingdoms, and it will overcome all the earth, crushing it down and smashing
it. 24And as for the ten horns, out of this kingdom ten kings will come to power; and after
themanotherwill comeup: hewill be different from thefirst ones andwill put down three
kings. 25Andhewill saywords against theMostHigh, attempting to put an end to the saints
of the Most High; and he will have the idea of changing times and law; and the saints will
be given into his hands for a time and times and half a time. 26But the judgewill be seated,
and they will put an end to his authority, to overcome it and send complete destruction
on it. 27And the kingdom and the authority and the power of the kingdoms under all the
heavenwill be given to the people of the saints of theMost High: his kingdom is an eternal
kingdom, and all powers will be his servants and do his pleasure. 28Here is the end of the
account. As for me, Daniel, I was greatly troubled by my thoughts, and the colour went
frommy face: but I kept the thing inmy heart.

8
1 In the third year of the rule of Belshazzar the king, a vision was seen by me, Daniel,

after the one I saw at first. 2And I saw in the vision; and when I saw it, I was in the strong
town Shushan, which is in the country of Elam; and in the vision I was by the water-door
of the Ulai. 3And lifting upmy eyes, I saw, there before the stream, a male sheep with two
horns: and the two horns were high, but one was higher than the other, the higher one
coming up last. 4 I saw the sheep pushing to the west and to the north and to the south;
and no beasts were able to keep their place before him, and no one was able to get people
out of his power; but he did whatever his pleasure was and made himself great. 5 And
while I was giving thought to this, I saw a he-goat coming from thewest over the face of all
the earth without touching the earth: and the he-goat had a great horn between his eyes.
6 And he came to the two-horned sheep which I saw before the stream, rushing at him
in the heat of his power. 7And I saw him come right up to the sheep, and he was moved
with wrath against him, attacking the sheep so that his two horns were broken; and the
sheep had not strength to keep his place before him, but was pushed down on the earth
and crushed under his feet: and there was no one to get the sheep out of his power. 8And
the he-goat became very great: and when he was strong, the great horn was broken, and
in its place came up four other horns turned to the four winds of heaven. 9And out of one
of them came another horn, a little one, which became very great, stretching to the south
and to the east and to the beautiful land. 10And it became great, even as high as the army
of heaven, pulling down some of the army, even of the stars, to the earth and crushing
them under its feet. 11 It made itself great, even as great as the lord of the army; and by it
the regular burned offering was taken away, and the place overturned and the holy place
made waste. 12 ... against the regular burned offering; and ... crushed down to the earth,
and it did its pleasure and things went well for it. 13Then there came to my ears the voice
of a holy one talking; and another holy one said to that certain one who was talking, How
long will the vision be while the regular burned offering is taken away, and the unclean
thing causing fear is put up, and the holy place crushed under foot? 14And he said to him,
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For two thousand, threehundred evenings andmornings; then theholyplacewill bemade
clean. 15And it came about that when I, Daniel, had seen this vision, I had a desire for the
sense of it to be unfolded; and I sawone beforeme in the formof aman. 16And the voice of
aman came tomy ears between the sides of the Ulai, crying out and saying, Gabriel, make
the vision clear to this man. 17 So he came and took his place near where I was; and when
he came, I was full of fear and went down on my face: but he said to me, Let it be clear to
you, O son of man; for the vision has to do with the time of the end. 18Now while he was
talking to me, I went into a deep sleep with my face to the earth: but touching me, he put
me on my feet where I had been. 19 And he said, See, I will make clear to you what is to
come in the later time of the wrath: for it has to do with the fixed time of the end. 20 The
sheep which you saw with two horns, they are the kings of Media and Persia. 21And the
he-goat is the king of Greece: and the great horn between his eyes is the first king. 22And
as for that whichwas broken, in place of which four came up, four kingdomswill come up
from his nation, but not with his power. 23And in the later years of their kingdom, when
their evil doings have become complete, there will come up a king full of pride and expert
in dark sayings. 24And his power will be great, and he will be purposing strange things.
And all will go well for him and he will do his pleasure; and he will send destruction on
the strong ones. 25And his designs will be turned against the holy people, causing deceit
to do well in his hand; in his heart he will make himself great, and send destruction on
numbers who are living unconscious of their danger; and he will put himself up against
the prince of princes; but he will be broken, though not by men's hands. 26And the vision
of evenings andmornings which has been talked of is true: and keep the vision secret; for
it has to do with the far-off future. 27And I, Daniel, was ill for some days; then I got up and
did the king's business: and I was full of wonder at the vision, but no one was able to give
the sense of it.

9
1 In the first year of Darius, the son of Ahasuerus, of the seed of the Medes, who was

made king over the kingdom of the Chaldaeans; 2 In the first year of his rule, I, Daniel, saw
clearly from the books the number of years given by the word of the Lord to the prophet
Jeremiah, in which the making waste of Jerusalem was to be complete, that is, seventy
years. 3 And turning my face to the Lord God, I gave myself up to prayer, requesting his
grace, going without food, in haircloth and dust. 4And I made prayer to the Lord my God,
putting our sins before him, and said, O Lord, the great God, greatly to be feared. keeping
your agreement andmercywith thosewho have love for you and do your orders; 5Weare
sinners, actingwrongly and doing evil; we have gone against you, turning away fromyour
orders and from your laws: 6We have not given ear to your servants the prophets, who
said words in your name to our kings and our rulers and our fathers and all the people
of the land. 7O Lord, righteousness is yours, but shame is on us, even to this day; and on
the men of Judah and the people of Jerusalem, and on all Israel, those who are near and
those who are far off, in all the countries where you have sent them because of the sin
which they have done against you. 8O Lord, shame is on us, on our kings and our rulers
and our fathers, because of our sin against you. 9With the Lord our God are mercies and
forgiveness, forwehavegoneagainsthim; 10Andhavenotgivenear to thevoiceof theLord
our God to go in the way of his laws which he put before us by the mouth of his servants
the prophets. 11And all Israel have been sinners against your law, turning away so as not
to give ear to your voice: and the curse has been let loose on us, and the oath recorded
in the law of Moses, the servant of God, for we have done evil against him. 12And he has
given effect to his words which he said against us and against those who were our judges,
by sending a great evil on us: for under all heaven there has not been donewhat has been
done to Jerusalem. 13As it was recorded in the law of Moses, all this evil has come on us:
butwehavemadenoprayer for grace from theLordourGod thatwemight be turned from
our evil doings and come to true wisdom. 14 So the Lord has been watching over this evil
and has made it come on us: for the Lord our God is upright in all his acts which he has
done, and we have not given ear to his voice. 15And now, O Lord our God, who took your
people out of the landof Egyptwith a stronghandandmadeagreat name for yourself even
to this day; we are sinners, we have done evil. 16O Lord, because of your righteousness,
let your wrath and your passion be turned away from your town Jerusalem, your holy
mountain: because, throughour sins and the evil-doing of our fathers, Jerusalemandyour
people have become a cause of shame to all who are round about us. 17And now, give ear,
O our God, to the prayer of your servant and to his request for grace, and let your face be
shining on your holy placewhich ismadewaste, because of your servants, O Lord. 18Omy
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God, let your ear be turned and give hearing; let your eyes be open and see how we have
beenmadewaste and the townwhich is named by your name: for we are not offering our
prayers before you because of our righteousness, but because of your great mercies. 19O
Lord, give ear; O Lord, have forgiveness; O Lord, take note and do; let there be no more
waiting; for the honour of your name, O my God, because your town and your people are
named by your name. 20 And while I was still saying these words in prayer, and putting
my sins and the sins of my people Israel before the Lord, and requesting grace from the
Lordmy God for the holy mountain of my God; 21Even while I was still in prayer, the man
Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at first whenmyweariness was great, put his hand
onmeabout the time of the evening offering. 22And teachingme and talking tomehe said,
O Daniel, I have come now to give you wisdom. 23At the first word of your prayer a word
went out, and I have come to give you knowledge; for you are a man dearly loved: so give
thought to the word and let the vision be clear to you. 24 Seventy weeks have been fixed
for your people and your holy town, to let wrongdoing be complete and sin come to its full
limit, and for the clearing away of evil-doing and the coming in of eternal righteousness:
so that the vision and the word of the prophet may be stamped as true, and to put the holy
oil on amost holy place. 25Have then the certain knowledge that from the going out of the
word for the building again of Jerusalem till the coming of a prince, on whom the holy oil
has been put, will be seven weeks: in sixty-two weeks its building will be complete, with
square and earthwork. 26And at the end of the times, even after the sixty-two weeks, one
onwhom the holy oil has been put will be cut off and have no...; and the town and the holy
placewill bemadewaste togetherwithaprince; and theendwill comewithanoverflowing
of waters, and even to the end there will be war; the making waste which has been fixed.
27And a strong order will be sent out against the great number for one week; and so for
half of theweek the offering and themeal offeringwill come to an end; and in its placewill
be an unclean thing causing fear; till the destruction which has been fixed is let loose on
himwho hasmade waste.

10
1 In the third year of Cyrus, king of Persia, a secret was unfolded to Daniel, whose name

was Belteshazzar; and the thing was true, even a hard work: and he had knowledge of it,
and the vision was clear to him. 2 In those days I, Daniel, gave myself up to grief for three
full weeks. 3 I had no pleasing food, nomeat or wine came into mymouth, and I put no oil
on my body till three full weeks were ended. 4 And on the twenty-fourth day of the first
month I was by the side of the great river; 5And lifting upmy eyes I saw the form of aman
clothed in a linen robe, and round him there was a band of gold, of the best gold: 6And his
body was like the beryl, and his face had the look of a thunder-flame, and his eyes were
like burning lights, and his arms and feet like the colour of polished brass, and the sound
of his voice was like the sound of an army. 7And I, Daniel, was the only one who saw the
vision, for themenwhowerewithme did not see it; but a great shaking came on themand
theywent in flight to take cover. 8So Iwas bymyself, and I saw this great vision, and allmy
strength went from me; and the colour went from my face. 9 But the sound of his words
came tomyears, andonhearinghis voice Iwent into adeep sleepwithmy face to the earth.
10Then a hand gave me a touch, awaking me, and putting me onmy knees andmy hands.
11And he said to me, O Daniel, you man dearly loved, take in the sense of the words I say
to you and get up on to your feet: for to you I am now sent; and when he had said this to
me I got on to my feet, shaking with fear. 12 Then he said to me, Have no fear, Daniel; for
from the first day when you gave your heart to getting wisdom andmaking yourself poor
in spirit before your God, your words have come to his ears: and I have come because of
your words. 13But the angel of the kingdom of Persia put himself against me for twenty-
one days; but Michael, one of the chief angels, came to my help; and when I came he was
still therewith the angel of thekings of Persia. 14NowIhave come to give youknowledgeof
the fate of your people in the later days; for there is still a vision for the days. 15And after
he had said these words to me, I kept my face turned to the earth and was unable to say
anything. 16Then one whose form was like the sons of men put his finger on my lips; and
opening mymouth, I said to himwho was before me, O my lord, because of the vision my
pains have come on me, and I have no more strength. 17 For how may this servant of my
lord have talk with my lord? for, as for me, straight away my strength went fromme and
there was no breath in my body. 18Then again one having the form of a man put his hand
onmeandgaveme strength. 19Andhe said tome, Omangreatly loved, haveno fear: peace
be with you, be strong and let your heart be lifted up. And at his words I became strong,
and said, Let my lord say on, for you have given me strength. 20 Then he said, It is clear
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to you why I have come to you. And now I will give you an account of what is recorded in
the true writings: 21But I am going back to make war with the angel of Persia, and when I
am gone, the angel of Greece will come. And there is no one on my side against these, but
Michael, your angel.

11
1And as forme, in the first year of Darius theMede Iwas on his side tomake his position

safe and make him strong. 2And now I will make clear to you what is true. There are still
three kings to come in Persia, and the fourth will have much greater wealth than all of
them: andwhen he has become strong through hiswealth, hewill put his forces inmotion
against all the kingdoms of Greece. 3 And a strong king will come to power, ruling with
great authority and doing whatever is his pleasure. 4Andwhen he has become strong, his
kingdom will be broken and parted to the four winds of heaven; but not to his offspring,
for it will be uprooted; and his kingdom will be for the others and not for these: but not
with the same authority as his. 5 And the king of the south will be strong, but one of his
captains will be stronger than he and will be ruler; and his rule will be a great rule. 6And
at the end of years they will be joined together; and the daughter of the king of the south
will come to the king of the north tomake an agreement: but shewill not keep the strength
of her arm; and his offspringwill not keep their place; but shewill be uprooted, with those
who were the cause of her coming, and her son, and he who took her in those times. 7But
out of a branch fromher roots onewill comeup to takehis place,whowill comeagainst the
army, forcing his way into the strong place of the king of the north, and he will take them
in hand and overcome them: 8And their gods and theirmetal images and their fair vessels
of silver and gold he will take away into the south; and for some years he will keep away
from the king of the north. 9And he will come into the kingdom of the king of the south,
but he will go back to his land. 10And his sonwill makewar, andwill get together an army
of great forces, and hewillmake an attack on him, overflowing and going past: and hewill
again take thewar even to his strong place. 11And the king of the southwill bemovedwith
wrath, andwill come out andmakewar on him, on this same king of the north: and hewill
get together a great army, but the armywill be given into his hand. 12And the armywill be
taken away, and his heart will be uplifted: he will be the cause of the downfall of tens of
thousands, but hewill not be strong. 13And again the king of the northwill get together an
army greater than the first; and he will make an attack on him at the end of years, with a
great armyandmuchwealth. 14 In those times, anumberwill takeuparmsagainst theking
of the south: and the children of the violent among your people will be lifting themselves
up to make the vision come true; but it will be their downfall. 15 So the king of the north
will come, and put up earthworks and take a well-armed town: and the forces of the king
of the southwillmake an attempt to keep their position, even the best of his army, but they
will not have strength to do so. 16And he who comes against himwill do his pleasure, and
noonewill be able to keephis place beforehim: hewill takeuphis position in thebeautiful
land and in his hand there will be destruction. 17And it will be his purpose to come with
the strength of all his kingdom, but in place of this he will make an agreement with him;
and hewill give him the daughter ofwomen to send destruction on it; but thiswill not take
place or come about. 18After this, his face will be turned to the islands, and he will take
a number of them: but a chief, by his destruction, will put an end to the shame offered by
him; andmore than this, hewillmakehis shame comeback onhim. 19Thenhis facewill be
turned to the strong places of his land: but his way will be stopped, causing his downfall,
and he will not be seen again. 20 Then his place will be taken by one who will send out a
man with the glory of a king to get wealth together; but after a short time destruction will
overtakehim, butnot inwrathor in thefight. 21Andhis placewill be takenbya lowperson,
to whom the honour of the kingdomhad not been given: but hewill come in time of peace
and will get the kingdom by fair words. 22And his forces will be completely taken away
from before him and broken; and even the ruler of the agreement will have the same fate.
23And from the time when they make an agreement with him, he will be working falsely:
for hewill takeuparms suddenlywith a small force, 24Against fertile places, andwillmake
waste a part of the country; and he will do what his fathers have not done, or his fathers'
fathers; he will make distribution among them of goods taken in war and by force, and of
property: hewill evenmake designs against the strong places for a time. 25Andhewill put
in motion his power and his strength against the king of the south with a great army; and
the king of the southwill go towarwith a very great and strong army: but hewill be forced
to give way, because of their designs against him; 26And his fears will overcome him and
be the cause of his downfall, and his army will come to complete destruction, and a great
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number will be put to the sword. 27And as for these two kings, their hearts will be fixed
on doing evil and theywill say false words at one table; but it will come to nothing: for the
end will be at the time fixed. 28And he will go back to his land with great wealth; and his
heart will be against the holy agreement; and he will do his pleasure and go back to his
land. 29At the time fixed he will come back and come into the south; but in the later time
it will not be as it was before. 30For thosewho go out from thewest will come against him,
and he will be in fear and will go back, full of wrath against the holy agreement; and he
will do his pleasure: and he will go back and be united with those who have given up the
holy agreement. 31And armies sent by him will take up their position and they will make
unclean the holy place, even the strong place, and take away the regular burned offering
and put in its place an unclean thing causing fear. 32 And those who do evil against the
agreement will be turned to sin by his fair words: but the people who have knowledge of
their God will be strong and do well. 33And those who are wise among the people will be
the teachers of the mass of the people: but they will come to their downfall by the sword
and by the flame, beingmade prisoners and undergoing loss for a long time. 34Now at the
time of their downfall theywill have a little help, but numberswill be joined to them in the
town, and in their separate heritages. 35And some of thosewho arewisewill havewisdom
in testing themselves and making themselves clean, till the time of the end: for it is still
for the fixed time. 36And the king will do his pleasure; he will put himself on high, lifting
himself over every god, and saying things to be wondered at against the God of gods; and
all will bewell for him till thewrath is complete; forwhat has been purposedwill be done.
37He will have no respect for the gods of his fathers or for the god desired by women; he
will have no respect for any god: for he will put himself on high over all. 38But in place of
this he will give honour to the god of armed places, and to a god of whom his fathers had
no knowledge hewill give honourwith gold and silver and jewels and things to be desired.
39And hewill make use of the people of a strange god to keep his strongest places; to those
whom he takes note of he will give high honour: and he will make them rulers over the
mass of the people, and will make division of the land for a price. 40 And at the time of
the end, the king of the south will make an attack on him: and the king of the north will
come against him like a storm-wind, with war-carriages and horsemen and numbers of
ships; and hewill go throughmany lands like overflowingwaters. 41Andhewill come into
the beautiful land, and tens of thousands will be overcome: but these will be kept from
falling into his hands: Edom andMoab and the chief of the children of Ammon. 42And his
handwill be stretched out on the countries: and the land of the southwill not be safe from
him. 43 But he will have power over the stores of gold and silver, and over all the valued
things of the south: and the Libyans and the Ethiopians will be at his steps. 44But he will
be troubled by news from the east and from the north; and hewill go out in greatwrath, to
send destruction on, and put an end to, great numbers. 45Hewill put the tents of his great
house between the sea and the beautiful holy mountain: but he will come to his end with
no helper.

12
1And at that timeMichael will take up his place, the great angel, who is the supporter of

the children of your people: and there will be a time of trouble, such as there never was
from the time there was a nation even till that same time: and at that time your people
will be kept safe, everyone who is recorded in the book. 2And a number of those who are
sleeping in the dust of the earth will come out of their sleep, some to eternal life and some
to eternal shame. 3And thosewho arewisewill be shining like the light of the outstretched
sky; and those by whom numbers have been turned to righteousness will be like the stars
for ever and ever. 4But as for you, ODaniel, let thewords be kept secret and thebook rolled
up and kept shut till the time of the end: numberswill be going out of theway and troubles
will be increased. 5 Then I, Daniel, looking, saw two others, one at the edge of the river
on this side and one at the edge of the river on that side. 6And I said to the man clothed in
linen,whowasover thewaters of the river, How longwill it be to the endof thesewonders?
7Then in my hearing the man clothed in linen, who was over the river, lifting up his right
hand and his left hand to heaven, took an oath by him who is living for ever that it would
be a time, times, and a half; and when the power of the crusher of the holy people comes
to an end, all these things will be ended. 8And thewords came tomy ears, but the sense of
them was not clear to me: then I said, O my lord, what is the sense of these things? 9And
he said, Go on your way, Daniel: for the words are secret and shut up till the time of the
end; 10Till a number are tested andmake themselves clean; and the evil-doerswill do evil;
for not one of the evil-doers will have knowledge; but all will be made clear to those who
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are wise. 11 And from the time when the regular burned offering is taken away, and an
unclean thing causing fear is put up, there will be a thousand, two hundred and ninety
days. 12 A blessing will be on the man who goes on waiting, and comes to the thousand,
three hundred and thirty-five days. 13But you, go on your way and take your rest: for you
will be in your place at the end of the days.
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The Book of
Hosea

1 The word of the Lord which came to Hosea, the son of Beeri, in the days of Uzziah,
Jotham, Ahaz, andHezekiah, kings of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam, the son of Joash,
king of Israel. 2 The start of the word of the Lord by Hosea: And the Lord said to Hosea,
Go, take for yourself a wife of loose ways, and children of the same, for the land has been
untrue to the Lord. 3 So he took as his wife Gomer, the daughter of Diblaim, and she gave
birth to a son. 4 And the Lord said to him, Give him the name of Jezreel, for after a little
time I will send punishment for the blood of Jezreel on the line of Jehu, and put an end to
the kingdomof Israel. 5And in that day Iwill let the bowof Israel be broken in the valley of
Jezreel. 6And after that she gave birth to a daughter. And the Lord said, Give her the name
Lo-ruhamah; for I will not again have mercy on Israel, to give them forgiveness. 7 But I
will have mercy on Judah and will give them salvation by the Lord their God, but not by
the bow or the sword or by fighting or by horses or horsemen. 8Now when Lo-ruhamah
had been taken from the breast, the woman gave birth to a son. 9And the Lord said, Give
himthenameLo-ammi; foryouarenotmypeople, and Iwill notbeyourGod. 10But still the
numberof the childrenof Israelwill be like the sandof the sea,whichmaynotbemeasured
or numbered; and in place of its being said to them, You are not my people, it will be said
to them, You are the sons of the living God 11And the children of Israel and the children of
Judah will come together and take for themselves one head, and will go up from the land,
for great will be the day of Jezreel.

2
1 Say to your brothers, Ammi; and to your sisters, Ruhamah. 2Take up the cause against

yourmother, take it up, for she is not mywife, and I am not her husband; let her put away
her looseways fromher face, andher falseways frombetweenher breasts; 3For fear that I
may take awayher robe fromher,making her uncovered as in the day of her birth;making
her like awaste place and a dry land, causing her death through need ofwater. 4And Iwill
have no mercy on her children, for they are the children of her loose ways. 5 For their
mother has been untrue; she who gave them birth has done things of shame, for she said,
I will go after my lovers, who give memy bread andmy water, my wool and my linen, my
oil andmywine. 6For this cause I will put thorns in her road, building up awall round her
so that she may not go on her way. 7And if she goes after her lovers she will not overtake
them; if she makes search for them she will not see them; then will she say, I will go back
to my first husband, for then it was better for me than now. 8 For she had no knowledge
that it was Iwho gave her the grain and thewine and the oil, increasing her silver and gold
which they gave to the Baal. 9 So I will take away again my grain in its time and my wine,
and Iwill take awaymywool andmy linenwithwhich her bodymight have been covered.
10And now I will make her shame clear before the eyes of her lovers, and no one will take
her out of my hand. 11And I will put an end to all her joy, her feasts, her newmoons, and
her Sabbaths, and all her regularmeetings. 12And I will makewaste her vines and her fig-
trees, of which she has said, These are the payments which my lovers have made to me;
and I will make them a waste of trees, and the beasts of the field will take them for food.
13And I will give her punishment for the days of the Baals, to whom she has been burning
perfumes, when she made herself fair with her nose-rings and her jewels, and went after
her lovers, giving no thought to me, says the Lord. 14 For this cause I will make her come
into thewaste land andwill saywords of comfort to her. 15And Iwill give her vine-gardens
from there, and the valley of Achor for a door of hope; and she will give her answer there
as in the dayswhen shewas young, and as in the timewhen she came up out of the land of
Egypt. 16And in that day, says the Lord, you will say to me, Ishi; and you will never again
giveme the name of Baali; 17For I will take away the names of the Baals out of her mouth,
and never again will she say their names. 18And in that day I will make an agreement for
them with the beasts of the field and the birds of heaven and the things which go low on
the earth; I will put an end to the bowand the sword andwar in all the land, andwillmake
them take their rest in peace. 19And I will take you as my bride for ever; truly, I will take
you asmy bride in righteousness and in right judging, in love and inmercies. 20 I will take
you as my bride in good faith, and you will have knowledge of the Lord. 21And it will be,
in that day, says the Lord, that I will give an answer to the heavens, and the heavens to
the earth; 22And the earth will give its answer to the grain and the wine and the oil, and
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theywill give an answer to Jezreel; 23And Iwill put her as seed in the earth, and Iwill have
mercyonher towhomnomercywas given; and Iwill say to thosewhowerenotmypeople,
You aremy people, and they will say, My God.

3
1And the Lord said to me, Give your love again to a woman who has a lover and is false

to her husband, even as the Lord has love for the children of Israel, though they are turned
to other gods and are lovers of grape-cakes. 2 So I got her for myself for fifteen shekels of
silver and a homer and a half of barley; 3And I said to her, You are to be mine for a long
space of time; you are not to be false to me, and no other man is to have you for his wife;
and so will I be to you. 4For the children of Israel will for a long time be without king and
without ruler, without offerings and without pillars, and without ephod or images. 5And
after that, the children of Israel will come back and go in search of the Lord their God and
David their king; and they will come in fear to the Lord and to his mercies in the days to
come.

4
1Giveear to thewordof theLord,Ochildrenof Israel; for theLordhasa causeagainst the

people of this land, because there is no good faith in it, and nomercy and no knowledge of
God in the land. 2There is cursing and broken faith, violent death and attacks on property,
men are untrue inmarried life, houses are broken into, and there is blood touching blood.
3 Because of this the land will be dry, and everyone living in it will be wasted away, with
the beasts of the field and the birds of heaven; even the fishes of the sea will be taken
away. 4Let noman go to law ormake protests, for your people are like thosewho go to law
with a priest. 5 You will not be able to keep on your feet by day, and by night the prophet
will be falling down with you, and I will give your mother to destruction. 6 Destruction
has overtaken my people because they have no knowledge; because you have given up
knowledge, I will give you up, so that you will be no priest to me, because you have not
kept in mind the law of your God, I will not keep your children in my memory. 7 Even
while they were increasing in number they were sinning against me; I will let their glory
be changed into shame. 8 The sin of my people is like food to them; and their desire is for
their wrongdoing. 9And the priest will be like the people; I will give them punishment for
their evil ways, and the reward of their acts. 10 They will have food, but they will not be
full; they will be false to me, but they will not be increased, because they no longer give
thought to the Lord. 11 Loose ways and new wine take away wisdom. 12My people get
knowledge from their tree, and their rod gives them news; for a false spirit is the cause of
their wandering, and they have been false to their God. 13Theymake offerings on the tops
of mountains, burning perfumes in high places, under trees of every sort, because their
shade is good: and so your daughters are given up to loose ways and your brides are false
to their husbands. 14 I will not give punishment to your daughters or your brides for their
evil behaviour; for theymake themselves separatewith loosewomen, andmake offerings
with those who are used for sex purposes in theworship of the gods: the people who have
nowisdomwill be sent away. 15Do not you, O Israel, come into error; do not you, O Judah,
come to Gilgal, or go up to Beth-aven, or take an oath, By the living Lord. 16 For Israel is
uncontrolled, like a cow which may not be controlled; now will the Lord give them food
like a lamb in awide place. 17Ephraim is joined to false gods; let him be. 18Their drink has
become bitter; they are completely false; her rulers take pleasure in shame. 19 They are
folded in the skirts of the wind; they will be shamed because of their offerings.

5
1Give ear to this, O priests; give attention, O Israel, and you, family of the king; for you

are to be judged; you have been a deceit atMizpah and a net stretched out on Tabor. 2They
have gone deep in the evil ways of Shittim, but I am the judge of all. 3 I have knowledge
of Ephraim, and Israel is not secret from me; for now, O Ephraim, you have been false to
me, Israel has become unclean. 4Their works will not let them come back to their God, for
a false spirit is in them and they have no knowledge of the Lord. 5And the pride of Israel
gives an answer to his face; and Ephraim will have a fall through his sins, and the fall of
Judahwill be the same as theirs. 6Theywill go, with their flocks and their herds, in search
of the Lord, but they will not see him; he has taken himself out of their view. 7 They have
been false to the Lord; they have given birth to strange children; now the new moon will
make themwastewith their fields. 8Let the hornbe sounded inGibeah and inRamah; give
a loud cry in Beth-aven, They are after you, O Benjamin. 9 Ephraim will become a waste
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in the day of punishment; I have given knowledge among the tribes of Israel of what is
certain. 10 The rulers of Judah are like those who take away a landmark; I will let loose
my wrath on them like flowing water. 11Ephraim is troubled; he is crushed by his judges,
because he took pleasure in walking after deceit. 12And so to Ephraim I am like a wasting
insect, and a destruction to the children of Judah. 13When Ephraim saw his disease and
Judah his wound, then Ephraim went to Assyria and sent to the great king; but he is not
able tomake youwell or give you help for yourwound. 14For Iwill be to Ephraim as a lion,
and as a young lion to the children of Judah; I, even I, will give him wounds and go away;
I will take him away, and there will be no helper. 15 I will go back to my place till they are
made waste; in their trouble they will go after me early and will make search for me.

6
1Come, let us goback to theLord; forhehasgivenuswoundsandhewillmakeuswell; he

has given blows and hewill give help. 2After two days hewill give us life, and on the third
day he will make us get up, andwewill be living before him. 3And let us have knowledge,
let us go after the knowledge of the Lord; his going out is certain as the dawn, his decisions
go out like the light; hewill come to us like the rain, like the spring rainwatering the earth.
4O Ephraim, what am I to do to you? O Judah, what am I to do to you? For your love is like
a morning cloud, and like the dew which goes early away. 5 So I have had it cut in stones;
I gave them teaching by the words of mymouth; 6Because my desire is for mercy and not
offerings; for the knowledge of Godmore than for burned offerings. 7But like aman, they
have gone against the agreement; there they were false to me. 8Gilead is a town of evil-
doers, markedwith blood. 9And like a band of thieveswaiting for aman, so are the priests
watching secretly theway of those going quickly to Shechem, for they areworkingwith an
evil design. 10 In Israel I have seen a very evil thing; there false ways are seen in Ephraim,
Israel is unclean; 11And Judah has put up disgusting images for himself.

7
1When my desire was for the fate of my people to be changed and to make Israel well,

then the sin of Ephraim was made clear, and the evil-doing of Samaria; for their ways are
false, and the thief comes into the house,while the band of outlaws takes property by force
in the streets. 2And theydonot say to themselves that I keep inmindall their sin; now their
evil acts come round themon every side; they are beforemy face. 3 In their sin theymake a
king for themselves, and rulers in their deceit. 4Theyare all untrue; they are like aburning
oven; the bread-maker does not make up the fire from the time when the paste is mixed
till it is leavened. 5On the day of our king, the rulersmade him ill with the heat ofwine; his
handwas stretched outwith themen of pride. 6For they havemade their hearts ready like
an oven, while they are waiting secretly; their wrath is sleeping all night; in the morning
it is burning like a flaming fire. 7 They are all heated like an oven, and they put an end to
their judges; all their kings have beenmade low; not one among themmakes prayer tome.
8Ephraim ismixedwith the peoples; Ephraim is a cake not turned. 9Men fromother lands
have made waste his strength, and he is not conscious of it; grey hairs have come on him
here and there, and he has no knowledge of it. 10And the pride of Israel gives an answer
to his face; but for all this, they have not gone back to the Lord their God, or made search
for him. 11And Ephraim is like a foolish dove, without wisdom; they send out their cry to
Egypt, they go to Assyria. 12When they go, my net will be stretched out over them; I will
take them like the birds of heaven, I will give them punishment, I will take them away in
the net for their sin. 13May trouble be theirs! for they have gone far away from me; and
destruction, for theyhavebeen sinningagainstme; Iwas ready tobe their saviour, but they
said false words against me. 14And they have not made prayer to me in their hearts, but
theymake loud cries on their beds; they are cutting themselves for food andwine, they are
turned against me. 15 Though I have given training and strength to their arms, they have
evil designs against me. 16They have gone to what is of no value; they are like a false bow;
their captains will come to destruction by the sword, and their ruler bymywrath; for this,
the land of Egypt will make sport of them.

8
1 Put the horn to your mouth. He comes like an eagle against the house of the Lord;

because they have gone against my agreement, they have not kept my law. 2 They will
send up to me a cry for help: We, Israel, have knowledge of you, O God of Israel. 3 Israel
has given up what is good; his haters will go after him. 4 They have put up kings, but not
by me; they have made princes, but I had no knowledge of it; they have made images of
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silver and gold, so that they may be cut off. 5 I will have nothing to do with your young
ox, O Samaria; my wrath is burning against them; how long will it be before the children
of Israel make themselves clean? 6 The workman made it, it is no god; the ox of Samaria
will be broken into bits. 7For they have been planting the wind, and their fruit will be the
storm; his grain has no stem, it will give nomeal, and if it does, a strange nationwill take it.
8 Israel has come to destruction; now they are among the nations like a cup inwhich there
is no pleasure. 9 For they have gone up to Assyria like an ass going by himself; Ephraim
has givenmoney to get lovers. 10But though they givemoney to the nations for help, still I
will send them in all directions; and in a short time they will be without a king and rulers.
11 Because Ephraim has been increasing altars for sin, altars have become a cause of sin
to him. 12 Though I put my law in writing for him in ten thousand rules, they are to him
as a strange thing. 13He gives the offerings of his lovers, and takes the flesh for food; but
the Lord has no pleasure in them; nowhewill keep inmind their evil-doing and give them
the punishment of their sins; theywill go back to Egypt. 14For Israel has nomemory of his
Maker, and has put up the houses of kings; and Judah has made great the number of his
walled towns. But I will send a fire on his towns and put an end to his great houses.

9
1Have no joy, O Israel, and do not be glad like the nations; for you have been untrue to

your God; your desire has been for the loose woman's reward on every grain-floor. 2 The
grain-floor and the place where the grapes are crushed will not give them food; there will
be no newwine for them. 3Theywill have no resting-place in the Lord's land, but Ephraim
will go back to Egypt, and they will take unclean food in Assyria. 4They will give no wine
offering to the Lord, they will not make offerings ready for him; their bread will be like
the bread of those in sorrow; all who take it will be unclean, because their bread will be
only for their desire, it will not come into the house of the Lord. 5What will you do on
the day of worship, and on the day of the feast of the Lord? 6 For see, they are going away
into Assyria; Egypt will get them together, Memphis will be their last resting-place; their
fair silver vessels will be covered over with field plants, and thorns will come up in their
tents. 7The days of punishment, the days of reward are come; Israel will be put to shame;
the prophet is foolish, themanwho has the spirit is off his head, because of your great sin.
8 There is great hate against the watchman of Ephraim, the people of my God; as for the
prophet, there is a net in all his ways, and hate in the house of his God. 9 They have gone
deep in evil as in the days of Gibeah; he will keep in mind their wrongdoing, he will give
thempunishment for their sins. 10 Imadediscovery of Israel as of grapes in thewaste land;
I saw your fathers as the first-fruits of the fig-tree in her early fruit time; but they came to
Baal-peor, and made themselves holy to the thing of shame, and became disgusting like
that towhich they gave their love. 11As for Ephraim, their glorywill go in flight like a bird:
there will be no birth and no one with child and no giving of life. 12 Even though their
children have come to growth I will take them away, so that not a man will be there; for
their evil-doing will be complete and they will be put to shame because of it. 13As I have
seen a beastwhose young have been taken fromher, so Ephraimwill give birth to children
only for them to be put to death. 14O Lord, what will you give them? Give them bodies
whichmay not give birth and breastswithoutmilk. 15All their evil-doing is in Gilgal; there
I had hate for them; because of their evil-doing I will send them out of my house; they will
no longer be dear tome; all their rulers are uncontrolled. 16The rod has come onEphraim,
their root is dry, let them have no fruit; even though they give birth, I will put to death the
dearest fruit of their bodies. 17My God will give them up because they did not give ear to
him; they will be wandering among the nations.

10
1 Israel is a branching vine, full of fruit; as his fruit is increased, so the number of his

altars is increased; as the land is fair, so they have made fair pillars. 2Their mind is taken
away; now they will be made waste: he will have their altars broken down, he will give
their pillars to destruction. 3Now, truly, they will say, We have no king, we have no fear of
the Lord; and the king, what is he able to do for us? 4 Their words are foolish; they make
agreementswith false oaths, so punishmentwill comeup like a poison-plant in a ploughed
field. 5The people of Samaria will be full of fear because of the ox of Beth-aven; its people
will have sorrow for it, and its priests will give cries of grief for its glory, for the glory has
gone in flight. 6 And they will take it to Assyria and give it to the great king; shame will
come on Ephraim, and Israel will be shamed because of its image. 7 As for Samaria, her
king is cut off, like mist on the water. 8And the high places of Aven, the sin of Israel, will
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come to destruction; thorns and waste plants will come up on their altars; they will say to
the mountains, Be a cover over us; and to the hills, Come down on us. 9O Israel, you have
done evil from the days of Gibeah; there they took up their position, so that the fighting
against the children of evil might not overtake them in Gibeah. 10 I will come and give
them punishment; and the peoples will come together against themwhen I give them the
reward of their two sins. 11And Ephraim is a trained cow, taking pleasure in crushing the
grain; but I have put a yoke on her fair neck; I will put a horseman on the back of Ephraim;
Judah will be working the plough, Jacob will be turning up the earth. 12 Put in the seed
of righteousness, get in your grain in mercy, let your unploughed earth be turned up: for
it is time to make search for the Lord, till he comes and sends righteousness on you like
rain. 13You have been ploughing sin, you have got in a store of evil, the fruit of deceit has
been your food: for you put faith in your way, in the number of your men of war. 14 So a
great outcrywill go up fromamong your people, and all your strong placeswill be broken,
as Beth-arbel was broken by Shalman in the day of war, as the mother was broken on the
rocks with her children. 15 So will Beth-el do to you because of your evil-doing; at dawn
will the king of Israel be cut off completely.

11
1When Israel was a child he was dear to me; and I took my son out of Egypt. 2When I

sent for them, then they went away from me; they made offerings to the Baals, burning
perfumes to images. 3 But I was guiding Ephraim's footsteps; I took them up in my arms,
but theywere not conscious that I was ready tomake themwell. 4 I made them come after
mewith the cords of aman, with the bands of love; I was to them as onewho took the yoke
fromoff theirmouths, puttingmeat before them. 5Hewill go back to the land of Egypt and
the Assyrian will be his king, because they would not come back to me. 6And the sword
will go through his towns, wasting his children and causing destruction because of their
evil designs. 7Mypeople are given up to sinning againstme; though their voice goes up on
high, no one will be lifting them up. 8How may I give you up, O Ephraim? how may I be
your saviour, O Israel? how may I make you like Admah? how may I do to you as I did to
Zeboim? My heart is turned in me, it is soft with pity. 9 I will not put into effect the heat
of my wrath; I will not again send destruction on Ephraim; for I am God and not man, the
HolyOne among you; Iwill not put an end to you. 10Theywill go after the Lord; his crywill
be like that of a lion; his crywill be loud, and the childrenwill come from thewest, shaking
with fear; 11 Shaking with fear like a bird, they will come out of Egypt, like a dove out of
the land of Assyria: and I will give them rest in their houses, says the Lord. 12The deceit of
Ephraim and the false words of Israel are about me on every side. ...

12
1Ephraim's food is the wind, and he goes after the east wind: deceit and destruction are

increasing day by day; theymake an agreementwith Assyria, and take oil into Egypt. 2The
Lordhas a cause against Judah, andwill give punishment to Jacob for hisways; hewill give
him the reward of his acts. 3 In the body of his mother he took his brother by the foot, and
in his strength hewas fightingwithGod; 4Hehad afightwith the angel and overcamehim;
he made request for grace to him with weeping; he came face to face with him in Beth-el
and there his words came to him; 5Even the Lord, the God of armies; the Lord is his name.
6So then, comeback to yourGod; keepmercy and right, and bewaiting at all times on your
God. 7As forCanaan, the scalesofdeceit are inhishands; he takespleasure in twistedways.
8AndEphraim said, Now I have gotwealth andmuch property; in allmyworks no sinmay
be seen inme. 9But I am the Lord your God from the land of Egypt; I will give you tents for
your living-places again as in the days of the holy meeting. 10Myword came to the ears of
the prophets and I gave them visions in great number, and by themouths of the prophets I
made use of comparisons. 11 In Gilead there is evil. They are quite without value; in Gilgal
they make offerings of oxen; truly their altars are like masses of stones in the hollows of
a ploughed field. 12 And Jacob went in flight into the field of Aram, and Israel became a
servant for a wife, and for a wife he kept sheep. 13And by a prophet the Lord made Israel
come up out of Egypt, and by a prophet he was kept safe. 14 I have been bitterly moved to
wrathbyEphraim; so that his bloodwill be onhim, and theLordwillmakehis shamecome
back on him.

13
1When the words of my law came from Ephraim, he was lifted up in Israel; but when

he did evil through the Baal, death overtook him. 2And now their sins are increased; they
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have made themselves a metal image, false gods from their silver, after their designs, all
of them the work of the metal-workers; they say of them, Let them give offerings, let men
give kisses to the oxen. 3 So they will be like the morning cloud, like the dew which goes
early away, like thedust of the grainwhich thewind is drivingout of the crushing-floor, like
smoke going up from the fireplace. 4But I am the Lord your God, from the land of Egypt;
you have knowledge of no other God and there is no saviour but me. 5 I had knowledge of
you in the waste land where no water was. 6When I gave them food they were full, and
their hearts were full of pride, and they did not keep me in mind. 7 So I will be like a lion
to them; as a cruel beast I will keep watch by the road; 8 I will come face to face with them
like a bear whose young ones have been taken from her, and their inmost hearts will be
broken; there the dogs will make a meal of them; they will be wounded by the beasts of
the field. 9 I have sent destruction on you, O Israel; who will be your helper? 10Where is
your king, that he may be your saviour? and all your rulers, that they may take up your
cause? of whom you said, Give me a king and rulers. 11 I have given you a king, because I
was angry, and have taken him away in my wrath. 12 The wrongdoing of Ephraim is shut
up; his sin is put away in secret. 13 The pains of a woman in childbirth will come on him:
he is an unwise son, for at this time it is not right for him to keep his place when children
come to birth. 14 I will give the price tomake them free from the power of the underworld,
I will be their saviour from death: O death! where are your pains? O underworld! where
is yourdestruction? myeyeswill havenopity. 15Thoughhe gives fruit amonghis brothers,
an eastwindwill come, thewindof theLord comingup from thewaste land, andhis spring
will become dry, his fountain will be without water: it will make waste the store of all the
vessels of his desire. 16Samariawill bemadewaste, for she has gone against her God: they
will be cutdownby the sword, their little childrenwill bebrokenon the rocks, theirwomen
who are with child will be cut open.

14
1O Israel, comeback to the Lord yourGod; for your evil-doing has been the cause of your

fall. 2Takewith youwords, and comeback to the Lord; say to him, Let there be forgiveness
for all wrongdoing, so that wemay take what is good, and give in payment the fruit of our
lips. 3Assyria will not be our salvation; we will not go on horses; we will not again say to
thework of our hands, You are our gods; for in you there ismercy for the childwho has no
father. 4 I will put right their errors; freely will my love be given to them, for my wrath is
turned away fromhim. 5 I will be as the dew to Israel; hewill put out flowers like a lily, and
send out his roots like Lebanon. 6His branches will be stretched out, he will be beautiful
as the olive-tree and sweet-smelling as Lebanon. 7 They will come back and have rest in
his shade; their life will be made new like the grain, and they will put out flowers like the
vine; his name will be like the wine of Lebanon. 8As for Ephraim, what has he to do with
false gods any longer? I have given an answer and I will keep watch over him; I am like
a branching fir-tree, from me comes your fruit. 9He who is wise will see these things; he
who has good sense will have knowledge of them. For the ways of the Lord are straight,
and the upright will go in them, but sinners will be falling in them.
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The Book of
Joel

1The word of the Lord which came to Joel, the son of Pethuel. 2Give ear to this, you old
men, and take note, you people of the land. Has this ever been in your days, or in the days
of your fathers? 3Give the story of it to your children, and let them give it to their children,
and their children to another generation. 4What the worm did not make a meal of, has
been taken by the locust; and what the locust did not take, has been food for the plant-
worm; andwhat the plant-worm did not take, has been food for the field-fly. 5Come out of
your sleep, you who are overcome with wine, and give yourselves to weeping; give cries
of sorrow, all you drinkers of wine, because of the sweet wine; for it has been cut off from
your mouths. 6 For a nation has come up over my land, strong and without number; his
teeth are the teeth of a lion, and he has the back teeth of a great lion. 7By him my vine is
madewaste andmy fig-tree broken: he has taken all its fruit and sent it down to the earth;
its branches are made white. 8Make sounds of grief like a virgin dressed in haircloth for
the husband of her early years. 9 The meal offering and the drink offering have been cut
off from the house of the Lord; the priests, the Lord's servants, are sorrowing. 10The fields
arewasted, the landhas becomedry; for the grain iswasted, the newwine is kept back, the
oil is poor. 11The farmers are shamed, the workers in the vine-gardens give cries of grief,
for the wheat and the barley; for the produce of the fields has come to destruction. 12The
vine has become dry and the fig-tree is feeble; the pomegranate and the palm-tree and the
apple-tree, even all the trees of the field, are dry: because joy has gone from the sons of
men. 13 Put haircloth round you and give yourselves to sorrow, you priests; give cries of
grief, you servants of the altar: come in, and, clothed in haircloth, let the night go past, you
servants ofmyGod: for themeal offering and the drink offering have been kept back from
the house of your God. 14Let a time be fixed for going without food, have a holy meeting,
let the oldmen, even all the people of the land, come together to the house of the Lord your
God, crying out to the Lord. 15 Sorrow for the day! for the day of the Lord is near, and as
destruction from the Ruler of all it will come. 16 Is not food cut off before our eyes? joy and
delight from the house of our God? 17 The grains have become small and dry under the
spade; the store-houses aremadewaste, the grain-stores are broken down; for the grain is
dry and dead. 18What sounds of pain come from the beasts! the herds of cattle are at a loss
because there is no grass for them; even the flocks of sheep are no longer to be seen. 19O
Lord, my cry goes up to you: for fire has put an end to the grass-lands of the waste, and all
the trees of the field are burned with its flame. 20The beasts of the field are turning to you
with desire: for thewater-streams are dry and fire has put an end to the grass-lands of the
waste.

2
1Let thehornbe sounded inZion, andawar-cry inmyholymountain; let all thepeopleof

the landbe troubled: for thedayof theLord is coming; 2For adayof dark anddeep shade is
near, a dayof cloudandblacknight: like ablack clouda great and strongpeople is covering
themountains; there has never been any like them andwill not be after them again, from
generation to generation. 3 Before them fire sends destruction, and after them flame is
burning: the land is like the garden of Eden before them, and after them an unpeopled
waste; truly, nothing has been kept safe from them. 4Their form is like the form of horses,
and they are running like war-horses. 5 Like the sound of war-carriages they go jumping
on the tops of the mountains; like the noise of a flame of fire burning up the grain-stems,
like a strong people lined up for the fight. 6At their coming the people are bent with pain:
all faces become red together. 7 They are running like strong men, they go over the wall
likemen of war; everyman goes straight on his way, their lines are not broken. 8No one is
pushing against another; everyone goes straight on his way: bursting through the sword
points, their order is not broken. 9 They make a rush on the town, running on the wall;
they go up into the houses and in through thewindows like a thief. 10The earth is troubled
before them and the heavens are shaking: the sun and the moon have become dark, and
the stars keep back their shining: 11And the Lord is thundering before his forces; for very
great ishisarmy; forhe is strongwhogiveseffect tohisword: for thedayof theLord is great
and greatly to be feared, and who has strength against it? 12But even now, says the Lord,
come back to me with all your heart, keeping from food, with weeping and with sorrow:
13Let your hearts be broken, and not your clothing, and come back to the Lord your God:
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for he is full of grace and pity, slow to be angry and great inmercy, ready to be turned from
his purpose of punishment. 14May it not be that he will again let his purpose be changed
and let a blessing come after him, even a meal offering and a drink offering for the Lord
your God? 15Let a horn be sounded in Zion, let a time be fixed for goingwithout food, have
a holy meeting: 16Get the people together, make the mass of the people holy, send for the
old men, get together the children and babies at the breast: let the newly married man
come out of his room and the bride from her tent. 17 Let the priests, the servants of the
Lord, be weeping between the covered way and the altar, and let them say, Have mercy
on your people, O Lord, do not give up your heritage to shame, so that the nations become
their rulers: why let themsayamong thepeoples,Where is theirGod? 18Then theLordhad
a care for the honour of his land and had pity on his people. 19And the Lordmade answer
and said to his people, See, Iwill send you grain andwine and oil in fullmeasure: and Iwill
no longer let you be shamed among the nations: 20 I will send the one from the north far
away from you, driving him into a dry and waste land, with his front to the sea of the east
and his back to the sea of the west, and the smell of himwill go up, even his evil smell will
go up. 21Have no fear, O land; be glad with great joy; for the Lord has done great things.
22Have no fear, you beasts of the field, for the grass-lands of thewaste are becoming green,
for the trees are producing fruit, the fig-tree and the vine give out their strength. 23Be glad,
then, you children of Zion, and have joy in the Lord your God: for he gives you food in full
measure, making the rain come down for you, the early and the late rain as at the first.
24And the floors will be full of grain, and the crushing-places overflowing with wine and
oil. 25 I will give back to you the years which were food for the locust, the plant-worm, the
field-fly, and theworm,mygreat armywhich I sent among you. 26Youwill have food in full
measure, andgivepraise to thenameof theLordyourGod,whohasdonewonders for you:
27And youwill be certain that I am in Israel, and that I am the Lord your God, and there is
no other: and my people will never be shamed. 28And after that, it will come about, says
the Lord, that I will send my spirit on all flesh; and your sons and your daughters will be
prophets, your old men will have dreams, your young men will see visions: 29And on the
servants and the servant-girls in those days I will sendmy spirit. 30And I will let wonders
be seen in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and pillars of smoke. 31 The sun
will be made dark and the moon turned to blood, before the great day of the Lord comes,
a day to be feared. 32And it will be that whoevermakes his prayer to the name of the Lord
will be kept safe: for in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem some will be kept safe, as the Lord
has said, and will be among the small bandmarked out by the Lord.

3
1 For in those days and in that time, when I let the fate of Judah and Jerusalem be

changed, 2 I will get together all the nations, andmake them come down into the valley of
Jehoshaphat; and there I will take upwith them the cause ofmy people and ofmy heritage
Israel, whom theyhave sentwandering among thenations, andofmy landwhichhas been
partedby them. 3And theyhaveput the fateofmypeople to thedecisionof chance: givinga
boy for thepriceof a loosewomanandagirl for adrinkofwine. 4And further,what areyou
tome, O Tyre and Zidon and all the circle of Philistia? will you giveme back any payment?
and if you do, quickly and suddenly I will send it back on your head, 5For you have taken
my silver andmygold, putting in the houses of your godsmybeautiful andpleasing things.
6And the children of Judah and the children of Jerusalem you have given for a price to the
sons of the Greeks, to send them far away from their land: 7 See, I will have them moved
from the place where you have sent them, and will let what you have done come back on
yourhead; 8 Iwill giveyour sonsandyourdaughters into thehandsof the childrenof Judah
for a price, and they will give them for a price to themen of Sheba, a nation far off: for the
Lord has said it. 9 Give this out among the nations; make ready for war: get the strong
men awake; let all themen of war come near, let them come up. 10Get your plough-blades
hammered into swords, and your vine-knives into spears: let the feeble say, I am strong.
11Comequickly, all younations roundabout, andget yourselves together there: makeyour
strong ones come down, O Lord. 12 Let the nations be awake, and come to the valley of
Jehoshaphat: for there I will be seated as judge of all the nations round about. 13Put in the
blade, for the grain is ready: come, get you down, for the wine-crusher is full, the vessels
are overflowing; for great is their evil-doing. 14Masses onmasses in the valley of decision!
for the day of the Lord is near in the valley of decision. 15 The sun and the moon have
become dark, and the stars keep back their shining. 16 And the Lord will be thundering
from Zion, and his voice will be sounding from Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth
will be shaking: but the Lordwill be a breastplate for his people and a strong place for the
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children of Israel. 17And you will be certain that I am the Lord your God, living in Zion,
my holy mountain: and Jerusalem will be holy, and no strange person will ever again go
through her. 18 And it will come about in that day that the mountains will be dropping
sweet wine, and the hills will be flowing with milk, and all the streams of Judah will be
flowingwithwater; and a fountainwill come out from the house of the Lord, watering the
valley of acacia-trees. 19Egypt will be a waste and Edom a land of destruction, because of
the evil done to the children of Judah, because they have let blood be drained out in their
land without cause. 20But Judah will be peopled for ever, and Jerusalem from generation
to generation. 21 And I will send punishment for their blood, for which punishment has
not been sent, for the Lord is living in Zion.
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The Book of
Amos

1The words of Amos, who was among the herdsmen of Tekoa; what he saw about Israel
in the days of Uzziah, king of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam, the son of Joash, king of
Israel, two years before the earth-shock. 2And he said, The Lord will give a lion's cry from
Zion, his voice will be sounding from Jerusalem; and the fields of the keepers of sheepwill
become dry, and the top of Carmel will be wasted away. 3These are the words of the Lord:
For three crimes of Damascus, and for four, I will not let its fate be changed; because they
have been crushing Gilead with iron grain-crushing instruments. 4And I will send a fire
into the house of Hazael, burning up the great houses of Ben-hadad. 5And I will have the
locks of the door of Damascus broken, and him who is seated in power cut off from the
valley of Aven, and him inwhose hand is the rod from the house of Eden; and the people of
Aram will go away as prisoners into Kir, says the Lord. 6These are the words of the Lord:
For three crimes of Gaza, and for four, I will not let its fate be changed; because they took
all the people away prisoners, to give them up to Edom. 7And I will send a fire on the wall
of Gaza, burning up its great houses: 8Himwho is seated in power I will have cut off from
Ashdod, and him in whose hand is the rod from Ashkelon; and my hand will be turned
against Ekron, and the rest of the Philistines will come to destruction, says the Lord God.
9 These are the words of the Lord: For three crimes of Tyre, and for four, I will not let its
fate be changed; because they gave up all the people prisoners to Edom, without giving a
thought to the brothers' agreement between them. 10And I will send a fire on the wall of
Tyre, burning up its great houses. 11 These are the words of the Lord: For three crimes of
Edom, and for four, I will not let its fate be changed; because his swordwas turned against
his brother,without pity, andhiswrathwas burning at all times, andhewas angry for ever.
12And I will send a fire on Teman, burning up the great houses of Bozrah. 13These are the
words of the Lord: For three crimes of the children of Ammon, and for four, I will not let its
fate be changed; because inGilead they hadwomenwith child cut open, so that theymight
makewider the limits of their land. 14And Iwillmake a fire in thewall of Rabbah, burning
up its great houses, with loud cries in the days of war, with a storm in the day of the great
wind: 15And their king will be made prisoner, he and his captains together, says the Lord.

2
1 These are the words of the Lord: For three crimes of Moab, and for four, I will not let

its fate be changed; because he had the bones of the king of Edom burned to dust. 2And
I will send a fire on Moab, burning up the great houses of Kerioth: and death will come
on Moab with noise and outcries and the sound of the horn: 3 And I will have the judge
cut off from among them, and all their captains I will put to deathwith him, says the Lord.
4 These are the words of the Lord: For three crimes of Judah, and for four, I will not let
its fate be changed; because they have given up the law of the Lord, and have not kept his
rules; and their falseways, inwhich their fatherswent, havemade themgo out of the right
way. 5And I will send a fire on Judah, burning up the great houses of Jerusalem. 6 These
are the words of the Lord: For three crimes of Israel, and for four, I will not let its fate be
changed; because they have given the upright man for silver, and the poor for the price of
two shoes; 7 Crushing the head of the poor, and turning the steps of the gentle out of the
way: and aman and his father go in to the same youngwoman, putting shame onmy holy
name: 8 By every altar they are stretched on clothing taken from those who are in their
debt, drinking in the house of their god the wine of those who have made payment for
wrongdoing. 9Though I sent destruction on the Amorite before them, who was tall as the
cedar and strong as the oak-tree, cutting offhis fruit fromonhigh andhis roots fromunder
the earth. 10And I took you up out of the land of Egypt, guiding you for forty years in the
waste land, so that youmight take for yourheritage the landof theAmorite. 11And someof
your sons I made prophets, and some of your young men I made separate for myself. Is it
not even so, O children of Israel? says the Lord. 12But to thosewhowere separate you gave
wine for drink; and to the prophets you said, Be prophets no longer. 13 See, I am crushing
you down, as one is crushed under a cart full of grain. 14And flight will be impossible for
the quick-footed, and the force of the strong will become feeble, and the man of war will
not get away safely: 15And the bowmanwill not keep his place; hewho is quick-footedwill
not get away safely: and the horsemanwill not keep his life. 16And hewho is without fear
among the fightingmenwill go in flight without his clothing in that day, says the Lord.
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3
1Give ear to this word which the Lord has said against you, O children of Israel, against

all the family which I took up out of the land of Egypt, saying, 2You only of all the families
of the earth have I taken care of: for this reason Iwill send punishment on you for all your
sins. 3 Is it possible for two to go walking together, if not by agreement? 4Will a lion give
his loud cry in the woodland when no food is there? will the voice of the young lion be
sounding from his hole if he has taken nothing? 5 Is it possible for a bird to be taken in a
net on the earth where no net has been put for him? will the net come up from the earth
if it has taken nothing at all? 6 If the horn is sounded in the townwill the people not be full
of fear? will evil come on a town if the Lord has not done it? 7 Certainly the Lord will do
nothing without making clear his secret to his servants, the prophets. 8The cry of the lion
is sounding; who will not have fear? The Lord God has said the word; is it possible for the
prophet to keep quiet? 9Give out the news in the great houses of Assyria and in the land of
Egypt, and say, Come together on the mountains of Samaria, and see what great outcries
are there, and what cruel acts are done in it. 10 For they have no knowledge of how to do
what is right, says the Lord, who are storing up violent acts and destruction in their great
houses. 11 For this reason, says the Lord, an attacker will come, shutting in the land on
every side; and your strength will come down and your great houses will be made waste.
12 These are the words of the Lord: As the keeper of sheep takes out of the mouth of the
lion two legs or part of an ear; so will the children of Israel be made safe, who are resting
in Samaria on seats of honour or on the silk cushions of a bed. 13Give ear now, and give
witness against the family of Jacob, says the Lord God, the God of armies; 14For in the day
when I give Israel punishment for his sins, I will send punishment on the altars of Beth-el,
and the horns of the altar will be cut off and come down to the earth. 15 And I will send
destruction on the winter house with the summer house; the ivory houses will be falling
down and the great houses will come to an end, says the Lord.

4
1 Give ear to this word, you cows of Bashan, who are in the hill of Samaria, by whom

the poor are kept down, and those in need are crushed; who say to their lords, Get out the
wineandgiveusdrink. 2TheLordGodhas takenanoathbyhisholyname, that thedaysare
comingwhen theywill takeyouawaywithhooks, and the rest of youwithfish-hooks. 3And
youwill go out through thebrokenplaces, every one going straight before her, andyouwill
be sent into Harmon, says the Lord. 4Come to Beth-el and do evil; to Gilgal, increasing the
number of your sins; comewith your offerings everymorning and your tenths every three
days: 5Let that which is leavened be burned as a praise-offering, let the news of your free
offerings be given out publicly; for this is pleasing to you, O children of Israel, says the
Lord. 6But in all your towns I have kept food from your teeth, and in all your places there
has been need of bread: and still you have not come back to me, says the Lord. 7 And I
have kept back the rain from you, when it was still three months before the grain-cutting:
I sent rain onone townandkept it back fromanother: one partwas rained on, and the part
where there was no rain became a waste. 8 So two or three towns went wandering to one
town looking for water, and did not get enough: and still you have not come back to me,
says the Lord. 9 I have sent destruction on your fields by burning and disease: the increase
of your gardens and your vine-gardens, your fig-trees and your olive-trees, has been food
for worms: and still you have not come back to me, says the Lord. 10 I have sent disease
among you, as it was in Egypt: I have put your young men to the sword, and have taken
away your horses; I have made the evil smell from your tents come up to your noses: and
still you have not come back to me, says the Lord. 11And I have sent destruction among
you, as when God sent destruction on Sodom and Gomorrah, and you were like a burning
stick pulled out of the fire: and still you have not come back tome, says the Lord. 12So this
is what I will do to you, O Israel: and because I will do this to you, be ready for a meeting
with your God, O Israel. 13For see, hewho gave form to themountains andmade thewind,
giving knowledge of his purpose to man, whomakes the morning dark, and is walking on
the high places of the earth: the Lord, the God of armies, is his name.

5
1Give ear to this word, my song of sorrow over you, O children of Israel. 2The virgin of

Israel has beenmade low, never again to be lifted up: she is stretched out by herself on her
land; there is no one to put her on her feet again. 3For these are thewords of the LordGod:
The townwhichwas able to send out a thousand,will have only a hundred; and thatwhich
sent out a hundred, will have only ten, in Israel. 4 For these are the words of the Lord to
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the children of Israel: Let your hearts be turned to me, so that you may have life: 5Do not
be looking for help to Beth-el, and do not go to Gilgal, ormake yourway to Beer-sheba: for
Gilgal will certainly be taken prisoner, and Beth-el will come to nothing. 6Go to the Lord
for help so that you may have life; for fear that he may come like fire bursting out in the
family of Joseph, causing destruction, and therewill be no one to put it out in Beth-el. 7You
who make the work of judging a bitter thing, crushing down righteousness to the earth;
8Go for help to him who makes Orion and the Pleiades, by whom the deep dark is turned
into morning, who makes the day black with night; whose voice goes out to the waters of
the sea, sending them out over the face of the earth: the Lord is his name; 9Who sends
sudden destruction on the strong, so that destruction comes on the walled town. 10 They
have hate for himwhomakes protest against evil in the public place, and hewhose words
are upright is disgusting to them. 11 So because the poor man is crushed under your feet,
and you take taxes from him of grain: you have made for yourselves houses of cut stone,
but you will not take your rest in them; the fair vine-gardens planted by your hands will
not give you wine. 12For I have seen how your evil-doing is increased and how strong are
your sins, you troublers of the upright, who take rewards and dowrong to the cause of the
poor in the public place. 13 So the wise will say nothing in that time; for it is an evil time.
14Go after good and not evil, so that life may be yours: and so the Lord, the God of armies,
will be with you, as you say. 15 Be haters of evil and lovers of good, and let right be done
in the public place: it may be that the Lord, the God of armies, will havemercy on the rest
of Joseph. 16 So these are the words of the Lord, the God of armies, the Lord: There will
be weeping in all the open spaces; and in all the streets theywill say, Sorrow! sorrow! and
theywill get in the farmer to theweeping, and themakers of sad songs to give cries of grief.
17 In all the vine-gardens there will be cries of grief: for I will go through among you, says
the Lord. 18 Sorrow to you who are looking for the day of the Lord! what is the day of the
Lord to you? it is dark and not light. 19As if aman, running away from a lion, came face to
face with a bear; or went into the house and put his hand on the wall and got a bite from a
snake. 20Will not the day of the Lord be dark and not light? even very dark, with no light
shining in it? 21Your feasts are disgusting tome, I will have nothing to dowith them; I will
take no delight in your holy meetings. 22 Even if you give me your burned offerings and
your meal offerings, I will not take pleasure in them: I will have nothing to do with the
peace-offerings of your fat beasts. 23Take away fromme the noise of your songs; my ears
are shut to the melody of your instruments. 24 But let the right go rolling on like waters,
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 25 Did you come to me with offerings of
beasts andmeal offerings in thewaste land for forty years, O Israel? 26Truly, youwill take
up Saccuth your king and Kaiwan your images, the star of your god, which you made for
yourselves. 27And Iwill send you away as prisoners farther thanDamascus, says the Lord,
whose name is the God of armies.

6
1 Sorrow to those who are resting in comfort in Zion, and to those who have no fear of

danger in the mountain of Samaria, the noted men of the chief of the nations, to whom
the people of Israel come! 2 Go on to Calneh and see; and from there go to Hamath the
great; then go down to Gath of the Philistines: are you better than these kingdoms? or is
your land wider than theirs? 3 You who put far away the evil day, causing the rule of the
violent to comenear; 4Whoare restingonbedsof ivory, stretchedout on soft seats, feasting
on lambs from the flock and young oxen from the cattle-house; 5Making foolish songs to
the sound of corded instruments, and designing for themselves instruments of music, like
David; 6Drinking wine in basins, rubbing themselves with the best oils; but they have no
grief for the destruction of Joseph. 7 So now they will go away prisoners with the first of
thosewho aremade prisoners, and the loud cry of thosewhowere stretched outwill come
to an end. 8 The Lord God has taken an oath by himself, says the Lord, the God of armies:
the pride of Jacob is disgusting to me, and I have hate for his great houses: so I will give
up the town with everything in it. 9 Then it will come about that if there are still ten men
in a house, death will overtake them. 10And when a man's relation, even the one who is
responsible for burning his body, lifting him up to take his bones out of the house, says to
himwho is in the inmost part of the house, Is there still anyonewith you? and he says, No;
then he will say, Keep quiet, for the name of the Lord may not be named. 11For see, at the
order of the Lord the great house will be full of cracks and the little house will be broken.
12 Is it possible for horses to go running on the rock? may the sea be ploughed with oxen?
for the right to be turned by you into poison, and the fruit of righteousness into a bitter
plant? 13You whose joy is in a thing of no value, who say, Have we not taken for ourselves
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horns by the strength which is ours? 14 For see, I will send against you a nation, O Israel,
says the Lord, the God of armies, ruling you cruelly from theway intoHamath as far as the
stream of the Arabah.

7
1This is what the Lord God let me see: and I saw that, when the growth of the late grass

was starting, hemade locusts; itwas the late growthafter theking's cuttingwasdone. 2And
it came about that after they had taken all the grass of the land, I said, O Lord God, have
mercy: how will Jacob be able to keep his place? for he is small. 3 The Lord, changing his
purpose about this, said, It will not be. 4This is what the Lord letme see: and I saw that the
LordGod sent for a great fire tobe the instrument of his punishment; and, after burningup
the great deep, it was about to put an end to the Lord's heritage. 5Then said I, O Lord God,
let there be an end: how will Jacob be able to keep his place? for he is small. 6 The Lord,
changing his purpose about this, said, And thiswill not be. 7This iswhat he letme see: and
I saw the Lord stationed by awallmade straight by aweighted line, and he had aweighted
line in his hand. 8And the Lord said tome, Amos, what do you see? And I said, A weighted
line. Then the Lord said, See, Iwill let downaweighted line amongmypeople Israel; never
again will my eyes be shut to their sin: 9 And the high places of Isaac will be unpeopled,
and the holy places of Israel will be made waste; and I will come up against the family of
Jeroboamwith the sword. 10Then Amaziah, the priest of Beth-el, sent to Jeroboam, king of
Israel, saying, Amos has made designs against you among the people of Israel: the land is
troubled by his words. 11For Amos has said, Jeroboamwill be put to the sword, and Israel
will certainly be taken away as a prisoner out of his land. 12And Amaziah said to Amos, O
seer, go in flight into the land of Judah, and there get your living by working as a prophet:
13 But be a prophet no longer at Beth-el: for it is the holy place of the king, and the king's
house. 14Then Amos in answer said to Amaziah, I am no prophet, or one of the sons of the
prophets; I am a herdman and onewho takes care of sycamore-trees: 15And the Lord took
me from the flock, and the Lord said to me, Go, be a prophet to my people Israel. 16Now
then, give ear to the word of the Lord: You say, Be no prophet to Israel, and say not a word
against the people of Isaac. 17 So this is what the Lord has said: Your wife will be a loose
woman in the town, and your sons and your daughters will be put to the sword, and your
landwill be cutup intoparts bya line; andyouyourselfwill come toyourend inanunclean
land, and Israel will certainly be taken away a prisoner out of his land.

8
1This is what the Lord God let me see: and I saw a basket of summer fruit. 2And he said,

Amos, what do you see? And I said, A basket of summer fruit. Then the Lord said to me,
The end has come to my people Israel; never again will my eyes be shut to their sin. 3And
the songs of the king's house will be cries of pain in that day, says the Lord God: great will
be the number of the dead bodies, and everywhere theywill put them outwithout aword.
4 Give ear to this, you who are crushing the poor, and whose purpose is to put an end to
those who are in need in the land, 5 Saying, When will the new moon be gone, so that we
may do trade in grain? and the Sabbath, so that wemay put out in themarket the produce
of ourfields? making themeasure small and theprice great, and trading falselywith scales
of deceit; 6Getting thepoor for silver, andhimwho is inneed for theprice of two shoes, and
taking a price for the waste parts of the grain. 7 The Lord has taken an oath by the pride
of Jacob, Truly I will ever keep inmind all their works. 8Will not the land be shaking with
fear because of this, and everyone in it have sorrow? and all of it will be overflowing like
the River; and it will be troubled and go down again like the River of Egypt. 9And it will
comeabout in that day, says theLordGod, that Iwillmake the sun godown in themiddle of
the day, and Iwillmake the earth dark in daylight: 10Your feastswill be turned into sorrow
and all your melody into songs of grief; everyone will be clothed with haircloth, and the
hair of every headwill be cut; Iwillmake theweeping like that for an only son, and the end
of it like a bitter day. 11See, the days are coming, says the Lord God, when I will send times
of great need on the land, not need of food or desire for water, but for hearing the words
of the Lord. 12And they will go wandering from sea to sea, and from the north even to the
east, running here and there in search of theword of the Lord, and theywill not get it. 13 In
that day the fair virgins and the youngmenwill be feeble fromneed ofwater. 14Thosewho
make their oaths by the sin of Samaria and say, By the life of your God, O Dan; and, By the
living way of Beer-sheba; even they will go down, never again to be lifted up.
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9
1 I saw the Lord stationed by the side of the altar, giving blows to the tops of the pillars

so that the doorstepswere shaking: and he said, I will let all of them be brokenwith earth-
shocks; I will put the last of them to the sword: if any one of them goes in flight he will not
get away, not one of themwill be safe. 2Even if they go deep into the underworld,my hand
will take them up from there; if they go up to heaven, I will get them down: 3Though they
take cover on the top of Carmel, I will go in search of them and get them out; though they
keep themselves from my eyes in the bed of the sea, I will give orders to the great snake
there and he will give them a bite: 4And though they are taken away as prisoners by their
attackers, even there will I give orders to the sword to put them to death: my eyes will be
fixed on them for evil and not for good. 5 For the Lord, the God of armies, is he at whose
touch the land is turned to water, and everyone in it will be given up to sorrow; all of it
will be overflowing like the River, and will go down again like the River of Egypt; 6 It is he
who makes his rooms in the heaven, basing his arch on the earth; whose voice goes out
to the waters of the sea, and sends them flowing over the face of the earth; the Lord is his
name. 7Are you not as the children of the Ethiopians to me, O children of Israel? says the
Lord. Have I not taken Israel up out of the land of Egypt, and the Philistines from Caphtor,
and the Aramaeans from Kir? 8 See, the eyes of the Lord are on the evil kingdom, and I
will put an end to it in all the earth; but I will not send complete destruction on Jacob, says
the Lord. 9 For see, I will give orders, and I will have Israel moved about among all the
nations, as grain is moved about by the shaking of the tray, but not the smallest seed will
be dropped on the earth. 10 All those sinners among my people will be put to the sword
who say, Evil will not overtake us or come face to face with us. 11 In that day I will put up
the tent of David which has come down, and make good its broken places; and I will put
up again his damagedwalls, building it up as in the past; 12So that the rest of Edommay be
their heritage, and all the nations who have been named bymy name, says the Lord, who
is doing this. 13 See, the days will come, says the Lord, when the ploughman will overtake
him who is cutting the grain, and the crusher of the grapes him who is planting seed; and
sweet winewill be dropping from themountains, and the hills will be turned into streams
of wine. 14And I will let the fate of my people Israel be changed, and they will be building
up again thewaste towns and living in them; theywill again be planting vine-gardens and
taking thewine for theirdrink; and theywillmakegardensandget the fruit of them. 15And
I will have them planted in their land, and never again will they be uprooted from their
land which I have given them, says the Lord your God.
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The Book of
Obadiah

1The vision of Obadiah. This is what the Lord has said about Edom: We have had word
from the Lord, and a representative has been sent among the nations, saying, Up! and let
us make war against her. 2 See, I have made you small among the nations: you are much
looked down on. 3 You have been tricked by the pride of your heart, O you whose living-
place is in the cracks of the rock, whose house is high up; who has said in his heart, Who
will makeme come down to earth? 4Though you go up on high like an eagle, though your
house is placed among the stars, I will make you come down from there, says the Lord. 5 If
thieves came, attacking you bynight, (howare you cut off!) would they not go on taking till
they had enough? if men came cutting your grapes would they take them all? 6How are
the things of Esau searched out! how are his secret stores looked for! 7All the men who
were united with you have been false to you, driving you out to the edge of the land: the
men who were at peace with you have overcome you; they have taken their heritage in
your place. 8Will I not, in that day, says the Lord, take away thewisemen out of Edom, and
wisdom out of the mountain of Esau? 9And your men of war, O Teman, will be overcome
with fear, so that every one of themmay be cut off from the mountain of Esau. 10Because
you were the cause of violent death and because of your cruel behaviour to your brother
Jacob, you will be covered with shame and will be cut off for ever. 11 Because you were
there watching when men from other lands took away his goods, and strange men came
into his doors, and put the fate of Jerusalem to the decision of chance; you were like one
of them. 12 Do not see with pleasure your brother's evil day, the day of his fate, and do
not be glad over the children of Judah on the day of their destruction, or make wide your
mouth on the day of trouble. 13Do not go into the doors of my people on the day of their
downfall; do not be looking on their trouble with pleasure on the day of their downfall, or
put your hands on their goods on the day of their downfall. 14And do not take your place
at the cross-roads, cutting off those of his people who get away; and do not give up to their
haters those who are still there in the day of trouble. 15 For the day of the Lord is coming
quickly on all nations: as you have done it will be done to you; the reward of your acts will
come on your head. 16For as you have been drinking onmy holy mountain, so will all the
nations go on drinking without end; they will go on drinking and the wine will go down
their throats, and they will be as if they had never been. 17 But in Mount Zion some will
be kept safe, and it will be holy; and the children of Jacob will take their heritage. 18And
the children of Jacobwill be a fire and those of Joseph aflame, and the children of Esau dry
stems of grass, burnedupby them till all is gone: and therewill be nopeople living in Esau;
for the Lord has said it. 19And they will take the South, and the lowland, and the country
of Ephraim, and Gilead, as their heritage. 20And those of the children of Israel who were
the first to be taken away as prisoners, will have their heritage among the Canaanites as
far as Zarephath; and those who were taken away from Jerusalem, who are in Sepharad,
will have the towns of the South. 21And those who have been kept safe will come up from
Mount Zion to be judges of themountain of Esau; and the kingdomwill be the Lord's.
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The Book of
Jonah

1And theword of the Lord came to Jonah, the son of Amittai, saying, 2Up! go to Nineveh,
that great town, and let your voice come to it; for their evil-doing has come up before me.
3And Jonah got up to go in flight to Tarshish, away from the Lord; and he went down to
Joppa, and saw there a ship going to Tarshish: so he gave them the price of the journey and
went down into it to gowith them to Tarshish, away from the Lord. 4And the Lord sent out
a great wind on to the sea and therewas a violent storm in the sea, so that the ship seemed
in danger of being broken. 5Then the sailors were full of fear, everyman crying to his god;
and the goods in the shipwere dropped out into the sea tomake theweight less. But Jonah
had gone down into the inmost part of the shipwhere hewas stretched out in a deep sleep.
6And the ship's captain came to himand said to him,What are youdoing sleeping? Up! say
a prayer to your God, if by chance Godwill give a thought to us, so thatwemay not come to
destruction. 7And they said to one another, Come, let us put this to the decision of chance
and see onwhose account this evil has comeonus. So they did so, and Jonahwas seen to be
theman. 8Then they said to him, Nowmake clear to us what is your work, andwhere you
come from? what is your country, and who are your people? 9And he said to them, I am a
Hebrew, a worshipper of the Lord, the God of heaven, whomade the sea and the dry land.
10And the men were in great fear, and they said to him, What is this you have done? For
the men had knowledge of his flight from the Lord because he had not kept it from them.
11And they said to him,What are we to do to you so that the sea may become calm for us?
For the sea was getting rougher and rougher. 12And he said to them, Take me up and put
me into the sea, and the sea will become calm for you: for I am certain that because of me
this great storm has come on you. 13 And the men were working hard to get back to the
land, but they were not able to do so: for the sea got rougher and rougher against them.
14 So, crying to the Lord, they said, Give ear to our prayer, O Lord, give ear, and do not let
destruction overtake us because of this man's life; do not put on us the sin of taking life
without cause: for you, O Lord, have donewhat seemed good to you. 15So they took Jonah
up and put him into the sea: and the sea was no longer angry. 16Then great was themen's
fear of the Lord; and they made an offering to the Lord and took oaths to him. 17And the
Lordmade ready a great fish to take Jonah into itsmouth; and Jonahwas inside the fish for
three days and three nights.

2
1Then Jonahmadeprayer to theLordhisGod from the inside of thefish, and said, 2 Inmy

trouble Iwascrying to theLord, andhegavemeananswer; outof thedeepestunderworld I
sent up a cry, and you gave ear tomy voice. 3For you have putme down into the deep, into
the heart of the sea; and the river was round about me; all your waves and your rolling
waters went over me. 4 And I said, I have been sent away from before your eyes; how
may I ever again see your holy Temple? 5The waters were circling round me, even to the
neck; the deep was about me; the sea-grass was twisted round my head. 6 I went down to
the bases of the mountains; as for the earth, her walls were about me for ever: but you
have taken up my life from the underworld, O Lord my God. 7When my soul in me was
overcome, I kept the memory of the Lord: and my prayer came in to you, into your holy
Temple. 8 The worshippers of false gods have given up their only hope. 9 But I will make
an offering to you with the voice of praise; I will give effect to my oaths. Salvation is the
Lord's. 10And at the Lord's order, the fish sent Jonah out of its mouth on to the dry land.

3
1 And the word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2 Up! go to Nineveh,

that great town, and give it the word which I have given you. 3 So Jonah got up and went
to Nineveh as the Lord had said. Now Nineveh was a very great town, three days' journey
from end to end. 4 And Jonah first of all went a day's journey into the town, and crying
out said, In forty days destructionwill overtake Nineveh. 5And the people of Nineveh had
belief in God; and a timewas fixed for goingwithout food, and they put on haircloth, from
the greatest to the least. 6And the word came to the king of Nineveh, and he got up from
his seat of authority, and took off his robe, and covering himself with haircloth, took his
seat in the dust. 7And he had it given out in Nineveh, By the order of the king and his great
men, no man or beast, herd or flock, is to have a taste of anything; let them have no food
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or water: 8 And let man and beast be covered with haircloth, and let them make strong
prayers to God: and let everyone be turned from his evil way and the violent acts of their
hands. 9Whomay say that Godwill not be turned, changing his purpose and turning away
from his burning wrath, so that destruction may not overtake us? 10 And God saw what
they did, how they were turned from their evil way; and God's purpose was changed as to
the evil which he said he would do to them, and he did it not.

4
1But this seemed very wrong to Jonah, and he was angry. 2And he made prayer to the

Lord and said, O Lord, is this not what I said when I was still in my country? This is why
I took care to go in flight to Tarshish: for I was certain that you were a loving God, full of
pity, slow to be angry and great inmercy, and ready to be turned fromyour purpose of evil.
3So now, O Lord, give ear tomy prayer and takemy life fromme; for death is better forme
than life. 4And the Lord said, Have you any right to be angry? 5Then Jonahwent out of the
town, and took his seat on the east side of the town and made himself a roof of branches
and took his seat under its shade till he saw what would become of the town. 6 And the
LordGodmade a vine comeup over Jonah to give him shade over his head. And Jonahwas
very glad because of the vine. 7But early on themorning after, Godmade ready aworm for
the destruction of the vine, and it becamedry anddead. 8Thenwhen the sun cameup, God
sent a burning east wind: and so great was the heat of the sun on his head that Jonah was
overcome, and, requesting death for himself, said, Death is better for me than life. 9And
the Lord said to Jonah, Have you any right to be angry about the vine? And he said, I have
a right to be truly angry. 10And the Lord said, You had pity on the vine, for which you did
no work and for the growth of which you were not responsible; which came up in a night
and came to an end in a night; 11And am I not to havemercy on Nineveh, that great town,
in which there aremore than a hundred and twenty thousand persons without the power
of judging between right and left, as well as much cattle?
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The Book of
Micah

1Theword of the Lordwhich came toMicah theMorashtite, in the days of Jotham, Ahaz,
and Hezekiah, kings of Judah: his vision about Samaria and Jerusalem. 2 Give ear, you
peoples, all of you; give attention, O earth and everything in it: let the Lord God bewitness
against you, theLord fromhis holy Temple. 3For see, theLord is comingout fromhis place,
and will come down, stepping on the high places of the earth. 4And themountains will be
turned to water under him, and the deep valleys will be broken open, like wax before the
fire, like waters flowing down a slope. 5All this is because of the wrongdoing of Jacob and
the sins of the children of Israel. What is the wrongdoing of Jacob? is it not Samaria? and
what are the high places of Judah? are they not Jerusalem? 6So I will make Samaria into a
field and the plantings of a vine-garden: I will send its stones falling down into the valley,
uncovering its bases. 7And all her pictured images will be hammered into bits, and all the
payments for her loose ways will be burned with fire, and all the images of her gods I will
makewaste: for with the price of a loose woman she got them together, and as the price of
a loose woman will they be given back. 8 For this I will be full of sorrow and give cries of
grief; Iwill go uncovered andunclothed: Iwill give cries of grief like the jackals andwill be
in sorrow like the ostriches. 9For her woundsmay not bemade well: for it has come even
to Judah, stretching up to the doorway of my people, even to Jerusalem. 10Give no word
of it in Gath, let there be no weeping at all: at Beth-le-aphrah be rolling in the dust. 11 Be
uncovered and go away, you who are living in Shaphir: the one living in Zaanan has not
come out of her town; Beth-ezel is taken away from its base, even from its resting-place.
12 For the one living in Maroth is waiting for good: for evil has come down from the Lord
to the doorways of Jerusalem. 13Let thewar-carriage be yoked to the quick-running horse,
you who are living in Lachish: she was the first cause of sin to the daughter of Zion; for
the wrongdoings of Israel were seen in you. 14 For this cause give a parting offering to
Moresheth-gath: the daughter of Achzib will be a deceit to the king of Israel. 15Even now
will the taker of your heritage come to you, you who are living in Mareshah: the glory of
Israel will come to destruction for ever. 16 Let your head be uncovered and your hair cut
off in sorrow for the children of your delight: let the hair be pulled from your head like an
eagle's; for they have been taken away from you as prisoners.

2
1A curse on the designers of evil, working on their beds! in themorning light they do it,

because it is in their power. 2They have a desire for fields and take them by force; and for
houses and take them away: they are cruel to aman and his family, even to aman and his
heritage. 3For this cause the Lord has said, See, against this family I am purposing an evil
from which you will not be able to take your necks away, and you will be weighted down
by it; for it is an evil time. 4 In that day this saying will be said about you, and this song of
grief will be made: The heritage of my people is measured out, and there is no one to give
it back; those who have made us prisoners have taken our fields from us, and complete
destruction has come to us. 5 For this cause you will have no one to make the decision by
the measuring line in the meeting of the Lord. 6Let not words like these be dropped, they
say: Shame and the curse will not come to the family of Jacob! 7 Is the Lord quickly made
angry? are thesehis doings? donot hiswords do good tohis people Israel? 8As for you, you
have become haters of those who were at peace with you: you take the clothing of those
who go by without fear, and make them prisoners of war. 9 The women of my people you
have been driving away from their dearly loved children; from their young ones you are
taking my glory for ever. 10Up! and go; for this is not your rest: because it has been made
unclean, the destruction ordered will come on you. 11 If a man came with a false spirit of
deceit, saying, I will be a prophet to you of wine and strong drink: he would be the sort of
prophet for this people. 12 I will certainlymake all of you, O Jacob, come together; I will get
together the rest of Israel; I will put them together like the sheep in their circle: like a flock
in their green field; they will be full of the noise of men. 13 The opener of the way will go
up before them: forcing their way out they will go on to the doorway and out through it:
their king will go on before them, and the Lord at their head.
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3
1 And I said, Give ear, now, you heads of Jacob and rulers of the people of Israel: is it

not for you to have knowledge of what is right? 2Youwho are haters of good and lovers of
evil, pulling off their skin from themand their flesh from their bones; 3Likemeat they take
the flesh of my people for their food, skinning them and crushing their bones, yes, cutting
them up as if for the pot, like flesh inside the cooking-pot. 4Then they will be crying to the
Lord for help, but he will not give them an answer: yes, he will keep his face veiled from
them at that time, because their acts have been evil. 5This is what the Lord has said about
the prophets by whommy people have been turned from the right way; who, biting with
their teeth, say, Peace; and if anyoneputs nothing in theirmouths theymake ready forwar
against him. 6For this cause it will be night for you, without a vision; and itwill be dark for
you, without knowledge of the future; the sunwill go down over the prophets, and the day
will be black over them. 7And the seers will be shamed, and the readers of the future will
be at a loss, all of them covering their lips; for there is no answer from God. 8 But I truly
am full of the spirit of the Lord, with power of judging and with strength to make clear to
Jacobhiswrongdoing and to Israel his sin. 9Then give ear to this, youheads of the children
of Jacob, you rulers of the children of Israel, hating what is right, twisting what is straight.
10 They are building up Zion with blood, and Jerusalem with evil-doing. 11 Its heads take
rewards for judging, and the priests take payment for teaching, and the prophets get silver
for reading the future: but still, supporting themselves on the Lord, they say, Is not the
Lord among us? no evil will overtake us. 12 For this reason, Zion will be ploughed like a
field because of you, and Jerusalemwill become amass of brokenwalls, and themountain
of the house like a high place in the woods.

4
1 But in the last days it will come about that the mountain of the Lord's house will be

placed on the top of the mountains, and be lifted up over the hills; and peoples will be
flowing to it. 2 And a number of nations will go and say, Come, and let us go up to the
mountain of the Lord, and to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will give us knowledge
of his ways and we will be guided by his word: for from Zion the law will go out, and the
word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 3Andhewill be judge between great peoples, and strong
nations farawaywill be ruledbyhisdecisions; their swordswill behammered intoplough-
blades and their spears into vine-knives: nations will no longer be lifting up their swords
against one another, and knowledge of war will have gone for ever. 4 But every man will
be seated under his vine and under his fig-tree, and no onewill be a cause of fear to them:
for the mouth of the Lord of armies has said it. 5For all the peoples will be walking, every
one in the name of his god, and we will be walking in the name of the Lord our God for
ever and ever. 6 In that day, says the Lord, I will get together her who goes with uncertain
steps, I will get together her who has been sent away, and her on whom I have sent evil;
7And I will make her whose steps were uncertain a small band, and her who was feeble a
strong nation: and the Lordwill be their King inMount Zion from now and for ever. 8And
you, O tower of the flock, Ophel of the daughter of Zion, to you itwill come, even the earlier
authority, the kingdom of the daughter of Jerusalem. 9Nowwhy are you crying so loudly?
is therenoking inyou? hasdestructioncomeonyourwisehelper? so thatpainshave taken
you like the pains of awoman in childbirth: 10Be in pain,make sounds of grief, O daughter
of Zion, like a woman in childbirth: for now youwill go out of the town, living in the open
country, and will come even to Babylon; there you will have salvation; there the Lord will
make you free from the hands of your haters. 11And now a number of nations have come
together against you, and they say, Let her bemade unclean and let our eyes see the fate of
Zion. 12But they have no knowledge of the thoughts of the Lord, their minds are not able
to see his purpose: for he has got them together like stems of grain to the crushing-floor.
13Up! and let the grain be crushed, O daughter of Zion, for I will make your horn iron and
your feet brass, and a number of peoples will be broken by you, and youwill give up their
increase to the Lord and their wealth to the Lord of all the earth.

5
1Now you will give yourselves deep wounds for grief; they will put up a wall round us:

they will give the judge of Israel a blow on the face with a rod. 2 And you, Beth-lehem
Ephrathah, the least among the families of Judah, out of you one will come to me who is
to be ruler in Israel; whose going out has been purposed from time past, from the eternal
days. 3 For this cause he will give them up till the time when she who is with child has
given birth: then the rest of his brothers will come back to the children of Israel. 4 And
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he will take his place and give food to his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the glory of
the name of the Lord his God; and their resting-place will be safe: for now hewill be great
to the ends of the earth. 5And this will be our peace: when the Assyrian comes into our
country and his feet are in our land, then we will put up against him seven keepers of the
flocks and eight chiefs among men. 6 And they will make waste the land of Assyria with
the sword, and the land of Nimrod with the edge of the sword: he will give us salvation
from the Assyrian when he comes into our country, when his feet come inside the limit of
our land. 7And the rest of Jacobwill be among themass of peoples like dew from the Lord,
like showers on the grass, whichmaynot be kept back byman, or bewaiting for the sons of
men. 8And the rest of Jacobwill be among thenations, in themiddle of themass of peoples,
like a lion among the beasts of the woods, like a young lion among the flocks of sheep: if
he goes through, they will be crushed under foot and pulled to bits, and there will be no
saviour. 9Your hand is lifted up against thosewho are against you, and all your haters will
be cut off. 10And it will come about in that day, says the Lord, that I will take away your
horses from you, and will give your war-carriages to destruction: 11 I will have the towns
of your land cut off and all your strong places pulled down: 12 I will put an end to your use
of secret arts, and you will have no more readers of signs: 13And I will have your images
and your pillars cut off from you; and you will no longer give worship to the work of your
hands. 14 I will have your Asherahs pulled up fromamong you: and Iwill send destruction
on your images. 15Andmy punishment will be effected on the nations with such burning
wrath as they have not had word of.

6
1 Give ear now to the words of the Lord: Up! put forward your cause before the

mountains, let your voice be sounding among the hills. 2 Give ear, O you mountains, to
the Lord's cause, and take note, you bases of the earth: for the Lord has a cause against his
people, and he will take it up with Israel. 3O my people, what have I done to you? how
have I been aweariness to you? give answer againstme. 4For I took you up out of the land
of Egypt and made you free from the prison-house; I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and
Miriam. 5Omy people, keep in mind nowwhat was designed by Balak, king of Moab, and
the answerwhich Balaam, son of Beor, gave him; the events, from Shittim to Gilgal, so that
you may be certain of the upright acts of the Lord. 6With what am I to come before the
Lord and go with bent head before the high God? am I to come before him with burned
offerings, with young oxen a year old? 7Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of sheep
orwith ten thousand rivers of oil? amI to givemyfirst child formywrongdoing, the fruit of
my body for the sin ofmy soul? 8He hasmade clear to you, Oman, what is good; andwhat
is desired from you by the Lord; only doing what is right, and loving mercy, and walking
without pride before your God. 9The voice of the Lord is crying out to the town: Give ear,
you tribes and the meeting of the town. 10Am I to let the stores of the evil-doer go out of
my memory, and the short measure, which is cursed? 11 Is it possible for me to let wrong
scales and the bag of false weights go without punishment? 12 For its men of wealth are
cruel, and its people have said what is not true, and their tongue is false in their mouth.
13 So I have made a start with your punishment; I have made you waste because of your
sins. 14Youwill have food, but not enough; your shamewill be ever with you: you will get
your goods moved, but you will not take them away safely; and what you do take away I
will give to the sword. 15 You will put in seed, but you will not get in the grain; you will
be crushing olives, but your bodies will not be rubbed with the oil; and you will get in the
grapes, but youwill have nowine. 16For you have kept the laws of Omri and all the works
of the family of Ahab, and you have been guided by their designs: so that Imightmake you
a cause of wonder and your people a cause of hisses; and the shame of my people will be
on you.

7
1 Sorrow is mine! for I am as when they have got in the summer fruits, like the last of

the grapes: there is nothing for food, not even an early fig for my desire. 2 The good man
is gone from the earth, there is no one upright among men: they are all waiting secretly
for blood, every man is going after his brother with a net. 3 Their hands are made ready
to do evil; the ruler makes requests for money, and the judge is looking for a reward; and
the great man gives decisions at his pleasure, and the right is twisted. 4 The best of them
is like a waste plant, and their upright ones are like a wall of thorns. Sorrow! the day of
their fate has come; now will trouble come on them. 5 Put no faith in a friend, do not let
your hope be placed in a relation: keepwatch on the doors of yourmouth against herwho
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is resting on your breast. 6For the son puts shame on his father, the daughter goes against
her mother and the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; and a man's haters are
those of his family. 7But as forme, I am looking to the Lord; I amwaiting for the God ofmy
salvation: the ears of my God will be open to me. 8Do not be glad because of my sorrow,
O my hater: after my fall I will be lifted up; when I am seated in the dark, the Lord will
be a light to me. 9 I will undergo the wrath of the Lord, because of my sin against him; till
he takes upmy cause and does what is right for me: when hemakes me come out into the
light, Iwill seehis righteousness; 10Andmyhaterwill see it andbecoveredwith shame; she
who said to me,Where is the Lord your God? my eyes will see their desire effected on her,
now she will be crushed under foot like the dust of the streets. 11A day for building your
walls! in that day will your limits be stretched far and wide. 12 In that day they will come
to you from Assyria and the towns of Egypt, and from Egypt even to the River, and from
sea to sea and from mountain to mountain. 13 But the land will become a waste because
of its people, as the fruit of their works. 14Keep your people safe with your rod, the flock
of your heritage, living by themselves in the woods in the middle of Carmel: let them get
their food inBashanandGileadas in thepast. 15As in thedayswhenyou cameout from the
land of Egypt, let us see things of wonder. 16 The nations will see and be shamed because
of all their strength; they will put their hands on their mouths, their ears will be stopped.
17 They will take dust as their food like a snake, like the things which go flat on the earth;
they will come shaking with fear out of their secret places: they will comewith fear to the
Lord our God, full of fear because of you. 18Who is a God like you, offering forgiveness for
evil-doing and overlooking the sins of the rest of his heritage? he does not keep his wrath
for ever, because his delight is in mercy. 19He will again have pity on us; he will put our
sins under his feet: and youwill send all our sins down into the heart of the sea. 20Youwill
make clear your good faith to Jacob and yourmercy to Abraham, as you gave your oath to
our fathers from times long past.
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The Book of
Nahum

1 The word about Nineveh. The book of the vision of Nahum the Elkoshite. 2 The Lord
is a God who takes care of his honour and gives punishment for wrong; the Lord gives
punishment and is angry; the Lord sends punishment on thosewho are against him, being
angrywithhis haters. 3TheLord is slow to get angry andgreat inpower, andwill not let the
sinner go without punishment: the way of the Lord is in the wind and the storm, and the
clouds are the dust of his feet. 4He says sharpwords to the sea andmakes it dry, drying up
all the rivers: Bashan is feeble, and Carmel, and the flower of Lebanon iswithout strength.
5Themountains are shakingbecause of him, and thehills flowing away; the earth is falling
to bits before him, the world and all who are in it. 6Who may keep his place before his
wrath? andwhomayundergo theheat of his passion? hiswrath is let loose likefire and the
rocks are broken open by him. 7The Lord is good, a strong place in the day of trouble; and
he has knowledge of those who take him for their safe cover. 8But like water overflowing
he will take them away; he will put an end to those who come up against him, driving his
haters into the dark. 9What are you designing against the Lord? he will put an end to it:
his haters will not come up again a second time. 10For though they are like twisted thorns,
and are overcome aswith drink, theywill come to destruction like stems of grass fully dry.
11One has gone out from you who is designing evil against the Lord, whose purposes are
of no value. 12This is what the Lord has said: The days of my cause against you are ended;
they are cut offandpast. Though Ihave sent trouble onyou, youwill no longerbe troubled.
13And now Iwill let his yoke be broken off you, and your chains be parted. 14The Lord has
given an order about you, that nomore of your name are to be planted: from the house of
your gods I will have the pictured and metal images cut off; I will make your last resting-
place a place of shame; for you are completely evil. 15See on themountains the feet of him
who comeswith good news, givingword of peace! Keep your feasts, O Judah, give effect to
youroaths: for thegood-for-nothingmanwill neveragaingo throughyou; he is completely
cut off.

2
1A crusher has come up before your face: keep a good look-out, let the way be watched,

make yourself strong, let your power be greatly increased. 2 For the Lord will make good
the vine of Jacob, as well as the vine of Israel: for the wasters have made them waste
and sent destruction on the branches of their vine. 3 The body-covers of his fighting men
have been made red, the men of war are clothed in bright red: the war-carriages are like
flames of fire in the day when he gets ready, the horses are shaking. 4 The war-carriages
are rushing through the streets, pushing against one another in the wide ways, looking
like burning lights, running like thunder-flames. 5He takes the record of his great men:
they go falling on their way; they go quickly to the wall, the cover is made ready. 6 The
river doorways are forced open, and the king's house is flowing away. 7And the queen is
uncovered, she is taken away and her servant-girls are weeping like the sound of doves,
hammering on their breasts. 8 But Nineveh is like a pool of water whose waters are
flowing away; Keep your place, they say; but no one is turning back. 9 Take silver, take
gold; for there is no end to the store; take for yourselves a weight of things to be desired.
10Everythinghasbeen taken fromher, all is gone, shehasnothingmore: theheart is turned
to water, the knees are shaking, all are twisted in pain, and colour has gone from all faces.
11Where is the lions' hole, the place where the young lions got their food, where the lion
and the she-lion were walking with their young, without cause for fear? 12 Food enough
for his young and for his she-lions was pulled down by the lion; his hole was full of flesh
and his resting-place stored with meat. 13 See, I am against you, says the Lord of armies,
and Iwill have yourwar-carriages burned in the smoke, and your young lionswill be food
for the sword: youwill no longer get your food by force on the earth, and the voice of your
she-lions will be stopped for ever.

3
1A curse is on the town of blood; it is full of deceit and violent acts; and there is no end

to the taking of life. 2 The noise of the whip, and the noise of thundering wheels; horses
rushing and war-carriages jumping, 3Horsemen driving forward, and the shining sword
and the bright spear: and a great number of wounded, and masses of dead bodies; they
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are falling over the bodies of the dead: 4Because of all the false ways of the loose woman,
expert in attraction and wise in secret arts, who takes nations in the net of her false ways,
and families through her secret arts. 5See, I am against you, says the Lord of armies, and I
will have your skirts pulled over your face, and let the nations see you unclothed, and the
kingdoms your shame. 6 I will make you completely disgusting and full of shame, andwill
put you up to be looked at by all. 7And it will come about that all who see you will go in
flight from you and say, Nineveh is madewaste: whowill be weeping for her? where am I
to get comforters for her? 8Are you better than No-amon, seated on the Nile streams, with
waters all round her; whose wall was the sea and her earthwork the waters? 9 Ethiopia
was her strength and Egyptians without number; Put and Lubimwere her helpers. 10But
even she has been taken away, she has gone away as a prisoner: even her young children
are smashed to bits at the top of all the streets: the fate of her honoured men is put to the
decision of chance, and all her great men are put in chains. 11And you will be overcome
withwine, youwill become feeble; youwill be looking for a safe place from thosewho are
fighting against you. 12All yourwalled placeswill be like fig-trees and your people like the
first figs, falling at a shake into the mouth which is open for them. 13 See, the people who
are in you are women; the doorways of your land are wide open to your attackers: the
locks of your doors have been burned away in the fire. 14Get water for the timewhen you
are shut in,make strong your towns: go into the potter's earth, stamping it downwith your
feet, make strong the brickworks. 15There the firewill make youwaste; youwill be cut off
by the sword: make yourself as great in number as the worms, as great in number as the
locusts. 16 Let your traders be increased more than the stars of heaven: 17 Your crowned
ones are like the locusts, and your scribes like the clouds of insects which take cover in the
walls on a cold day, but when the sun comes up they go in flight, and are seen no longer in
their place. 18 Sorrow! how are the keepers of your flock sleeping, O king of Assyria! your
strong men are at rest; your people are wandering on the mountains, and there is no one
to get them together. 19Your pain may not be made better; you are wounded to death: all
those hearing the news about you will be waving their hands in joy over you: for who has
not undergone the weight of your evil-doing again and again?
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The Book of
Habakkuk

1 The word which Habakkuk the prophet saw. 2 How long, O Lord, will your ears be
shut to my voice? I make an outcry to you about violent behaviour, but you do not send
salvation. 3Why do youmakeme see evil-doing, andwhy aremy eyes fixed onwrong? for
wasting and violent acts are before me: and there is fighting and bitter argument. 4 For
this reason the law is feeble and decisions are not effected: for the upright man is circled
round by evil-doers; because of which right is twisted. 5 See among the nations, and take
note, and be full of wonder: for in your days I am doing a work in which you will have
no belief, even if news of it is given to you. 6 For see, I am sending the Chaldaeans, that
bitter and quick-moving nation; who go through the wide spaces of the earth to get for
themselves living-places which are not theirs. 7 They are greatly to be feared: their right
comes from themselves. 8And their horses are quicker than leopards and their horsemen
more cruel than evening wolves; they come from far away, like an eagle in flight rushing
on its food. 9They are coming all of themwith force; the direction of their faces is forward,
the number of their prisoners is like the sands of the sea. 10Hemakes little of kings, rulers
are a sport to him; all the strong places are to be laughed at; for hemakes earthworks and
takes them. 11Then his purpose will be changed, over-stepping the limit; he will make his
strength his god. 12Are you not eternal, O Lord my God, my Holy One? for you there is no
death. O Lord, he has been ordered by you for our punishment; and by you, O Rock, he has
beenmarked out to put us right. 13Before your holy eyes sinmay not be seen, and you are
unable toputupwithwrong;why, then, are your eyes on the false? whydoyou saynothing
when the evil-doer puts an end to one who is more upright than himself? 14He has made
men like the fishes of the sea, like the worms which have no ruler over them. 15He takes
themall upwith his hook, he takes them in his net, getting them together in his fishing-net:
for which cause he is glad and full of joy. 16For this reason hemakes an offering to his net,
burning perfume to his fishing-net; because by themhe getsmuch food and hismeat is fat.
17For this cause his net is ever open, and there is no end to his destruction of the nations.

2
1 I will takemy position and be onwatch, placingmyself onmy tower, looking out to see

what he will say to me, and what answer he will give to my protest. 2And the Lord gave
me an answer, and said, Put the vision in writing and make it clear on stones, so that the
readermay go quickly. 3For the vision is still for the fixed time, and it is moving quickly to
the end, and it will not be false: even if it is slow in coming, go on waiting for it; because
it will certainly come, it will not be kept back. 4 As for the man of pride, my soul has no
pleasure in him; but the uprightmanwill have life through his good faith. 5A curse on the
cruel and false one! the man full of pride, who never has enough; who makes his desires
wide as the underworld! he is like death; he is never full, but he makes all nations come
to him, getting all peoples together to himself. 6Will not all these take up a word of shame
against him and a bitter saying against him, and say, A curse on him who goes on taking
what is not his and isweighteddownwith theproperty of debtors! 7Will not your creditors
suddenlybemovedagainst you, andyour troublers get up from their sleep, andyouwill be
to them like goods taken inwar? 8Because you have taken their goods from great nations,
all the rest of thepeopleswill takeyour goods fromyou; becauseofmen's bloodandviolent
acts against the land and the town and all who are living in it. 9A curse on him who gets
evil profits for his family, so that hemay put his resting-place on high and be safe from the
hand of the wrongdoer! 10You have been a cause of shame to your house by cutting off a
number of peoples, and sinning against your soul. 11For the stonewill give a cry out of the
wall, and it will be answered by the board out of the woodwork. 12A curse on him who is
building a place with blood, and basing a town on evil-doing! 13 See, is it not the pleasure
of the Lord of armies that the peoples areworking for the fire and using themselves up for
nothing? 14For the earth will be full of the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the sea is
covered by the waters. 15A curse on him who gives his neighbour the wine of his wrath,
making him overcome with strong drink from the cup of his passion, so that you may be
a witness of their shame! 16 You are full of shame in place of glory: take your part in the
drinking, and let your shame be uncovered: the cup of the Lord's right hand will come
round to you and your glory will be covered with shame. 17 For the violent acts against
Lebanon will come on you, and the destruction of the cattle will be a cause of fear to you,
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because of men's blood and the violent acts against the land and the town and all who are
living in it. 18What profit is the pictured image to its maker? and as for the metal image,
the false teacher, why does its maker put his faith in it, making false gods without a voice?
19A curse on him who says to the wood, Awake! to the unbreathing stone, Up! let it be a
teacher! See, it is plated with gold and silver, and there is no breath at all inside it. 20But
the Lord is in his holy Temple: let all the earth be quiet before him.

3
1A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet, put to Shigionoth. 2O Lord, word of you has come

to my ears; I have seen your work, O Lord; when the years come near make it clear; in
wrath keepmercy inmind. 3God came from Teman, and the Holy One fromMount Paran.
Selah. The heavens were covered with his glory, and the earth was full of his praise. 4He
was shining like the light; he had rays coming out fromhis hand: there his powerwas kept
secret. 5 Before him went disease, and flames went out at his feet. 6 From his high place
he sent shaking on the earth; he saw and nations were suddenly moved: and the eternal
mountainswere broken, the unchanging hills were bent down; his ways are eternal. 7The
curtains of Cushanwere troubled, and the tents ofMidianwere shaking. 8Was yourwrath
burning against the rivers? were you angry with the sea, that you went on your horses,
on your war-carriages of salvation? 9 Your bow was quite uncovered. Selah. By you the
earth was cut through with rivers. 10The mountains saw you and were moved with fear;
the clouds were streaming with water: the voice of the deep was sounding; the sun did
not come up, and the moon kept still in her place. 11At the light of your arrows they went
away, at the shiningof yourpolished spear. 12Youwent stepping through the land inwrath,
crushing the nations in your passion. 13You went out for the salvation of your people, for
the salvation of the one on whom your holy oil was put; wounding the head of the family
of the evil-doer, uncovering the base even to the neck. Selah. 14You have put your spears
through his head, his horsemen were sent in flight like dry stems; they had joy in driving
away thepoor, inmakingameal of themsecretly. 15The feet of yourhorseswereon the sea,
on the mass of great waters. 16Hearing it, my inner parts were moved, and my lips were
shaking at the sound; my bones became feeble, and my steps were uncertain under me: I
gave sounds of grief in the day of trouble, when his forces came up against the people in
bands. 17For though the fig-tree has no flowers, and there is no fruit on the vine, andwork
on the olive comes to nothing, and the fields give no food; and the flock is cut off from its
resting-place, and there is no herd in the cattle-house: 18 Still, I will be glad in the Lord,
my joy will be in the God of my salvation. 19 The Lord God is my strength, and he makes
my feet like roes' feet, guidingme onmy high places. For the chiefmusic-maker on corded
instruments.
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The Book of
Zephaniah

1The word of the Lord which came to Zephaniah, the son of Cushi, the son of Gedaliah,
the son of Amariah, the son of Hezekiah, in the days of Josiah, the son of Amon, king of
Judah. 2 I will take away everything from the face of the earth, says the Lord. 3 I will take
away man and beast; I will take away the birds of the heaven and the fishes of the sea;
causing the downfall of the evil-doers, and cuttingman off from the face of the earth, says
the Lord. 4Andmy handwill be stretched out on Judah and on all the people of Jerusalem,
cutting off the name of the Baal from this place, and the name of the false priests, 5 And
the worshippers of the army of heaven on the house-tops, and the Lord's worshippers
who take oaths by Milcom, 6 And those who are turned back from going after the Lord,
and those who have not made prayer to the Lord or got directions from him. 7 Let there
be no sound before the Lord God: for the day of the Lord is near: for the Lord has made
ready an offering, he has made his guests holy. 8And it will come about in the day of the
Lord's offering, that I will send punishment on the rulers and the king's sons and all who
are clothed in robes from strange lands. 9 And in that day I will send punishment on all
those who come jumping over the doorstep and make their master's house full of violent
behaviour and deceit. 10 And in that day, says the Lord, there will be the sound of a cry
from the fish doorway, and an outcry from the new town, and a great thundering from the
hills, and cries of grief from the people of the Hollow; 11Because of the downfall of all the
people of Canaan: all thosewhowereweighted downwith silver have been cut off. 12And
it will come about at that time, that I will go searching through Jerusalemwith lights; and
I will send punishment on themenwho have become like wine stored over-long, who say
to themselves, The Lord will not do good and will not do evil. 13And their wealth will be
violently taken away, and their houseswill bemadewaste: theywill go on building houses
and never living in them, and planting vine-gardens but not drinking thewine from them.
14The great day of the Lord is near, it is near and coming very quickly; the bitter day of the
Lord is near, coming on more quickly than a man of war. 15 That day is a day of wrath, a
day of trouble and sorrow, a day of wasting and destruction, a day of dark night and deep
shade, a day of cloud and thick dark. 16Aday of sounding the horn and thewar-cry against
the walled towns and the high towers. 17And I will send trouble on men so that they will
go about like the blind, because they have done evil against the Lord: and their blood will
be drained out like dust, and their strength like waste. 18 Even their silver and their gold
will not be able to keep them safe in the day of the Lord's wrath; but all the land will be
burned up in the fire of his bitter wrath: for he will put an end, even suddenly, to all who
are living in the land.

2
1 Come together, make everyone come together, O nation without shame; 2 Before the

Lord sends you violently away in flight like the waste from the grain; before the burning
wrath of the Lord comes on you, before the day of the Lord's wrath comes on you. 3Make
search for the Lord, all you quiet ones of the earth, whohave donewhat is right in his eyes;
make search for righteousness and a quiet heart: it may be that youwill be safely covered
in the day of the Lord'swrath. 4ForGazawill be givenup andAshkelonwill becomewaste:
theywill sendAshdod out in themiddle of the day, and Ekronwill be uprooted. 5Sorrow to
the people living by the sea, the nation of the Cherethites! The word of the Lord is against
you, O Canaan, the land of the Philistines; I will send destruction on you till there is no one
living in you. 6And the land by the seawill be grass-land, with houses for keepers of sheep
and walled places for flocks. 7 The land by the sea will be for the rest of the children of
Judah; by the sea they will give their flocks food: in the houses of Ashkelon they will take
their rest in the evening; for the Lord their God will take them in hand and their fate will
be changed. 8My ears have been open to the bitterwords ofMoab and thewords of shame
of the children of Ammon, which they have said against my people, lifting themselves up
against the limit of their land. 9For this cause, by my life, says the Lord of armies, the God
of Israel, truly Moab will become like Sodom and the children of Ammon like Gomorrah,
given up to waste plants and salt pools and unpeopled for ever: the rest of my people will
take their property, the overflow of my nation will take their heritage. 10This will be their
fate because of their pride, because they have said evil, lifting themselves up against the
people of the Lord of armies. 11The Lordwill let himself be seen by them: for hewill make
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all the gods of the earth feeble; and men will go down before him in worship, everyone
from his place, even all the sea-lands of the nations. 12 And you Ethiopians will be put
to death by my sword. 13 And his hand will be stretched out against the north, for the
destruction of Assyria; and he will make Nineveh unpeopled and dry like the waste land.
14And herdswill take their rest in themiddle of her, all the beasts of the valley: the pelican
and the porcupine will make their living-places on the tops of its pillars; the owl will be
crying in the window; the raven will be seen on the doorstep. 15 This is the town which
was full of joy, living without fear of danger, saying in her heart, I am, and there is no
other: howhas she beenmadewaste, a place for beasts to take their rest in! everyonewho
goes by her will make hisses, waving his hand.

3
1Sorrow to herwho is uncontrolled andunclean, the cruel town! 2She gave no attention

to the voice, she had no use for teaching, she put no faith in the Lord, she did not come
near to her God. 3 Her rulers are like loud-voiced lions in her; her judges are wolves
of the evening, crushing up the bones before the morning. 4Her prophets are good-for-
nothingpersons, full ofdeceit: herpriestshavemade theholyplaceuncleanandhavegone
violently against the law. 5The Lord in her is upright; hewill not do evil; everymorning he
lets his righteousness be seen, he is unchanging; but the evil-doer has no sense of shame.
6 I have had the nations cut off, their towers are broken down; I have made their streets
a waste so that no one goes through them: destruction has overtaken their towns, so that
there is noman living in them. 7 I said, Certainly youwill go in fear ofme, and come under
my training, so that whatever I may send on her may not be cut off before her eyes: but
they got up early and made all their works evil. 8 For this reason, go on waiting for me,
says the Lord, till the day when I come up as a witness: for my purpose is to send for the
nations and to get the kingdoms together, so that I may let loose on themmy passion, even
all my burning wrath: for all the earth will be burned up in the fire of my bitter passion.
9 For then I will give the people a clean language, so that they may all make prayer to the
Lord and be his servants with onemind. 10From over the rivers of Ethiopia, and from the
sides of the north, they will come to me with an offering. 11 In that day you will have no
shame on account of all the things in which you did evil against me: for then I will take
away from among you those who were lifted up in pride, and you will no longer be lifted
up with pride in my holy mountain. 12 But I will still have among you a quiet and poor
people, and they will put their faith in the name of the Lord. 13 The rest of Israel will do
no evil and say no false words; the tongue of deceit will not be seen in their mouth: for
they will take their food and their rest, and no one will be a cause of fear to them. 14Make
melody, O daughter of Zion; give a loud cry, O Israel; be glad and let your heart be full of
joy, O daughter of Jerusalem. 15The Lord has taken away those who were judging you, he
has sent your haters far away: the King of Israel, even the Lord, is among you: you will
have no more fear of evil. 16 In that day it will be said to Jerusalem, Have no fear: O Zion,
let not your hands be feeble. 17 The Lord your God is among you, as a strong saviour: he
will be glad over you with joy, he will make his love new again, he will make a song of joy
over you as in the time of a holy feast. 18 I will take away your troubles, lifting up your
shame from off you. 19 See, at that time I will put an end to all who have been troubling
you: I will give salvation to her whose steps are uncertain, and get together her who has
been sent in flight; and Iwillmake thema cause of praise and an honoured name in all the
earth, when I let their fate be changed. 20At that time I will make you come in, at that time
I will get you together: for I will make you a name and a praise among all the peoples of
the earth when I let your fate be changed before your eyes, says the Lord.
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The Book of
Haggai

1 In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixthmonth, on the first day of themonth,
came theword of the Lord byHaggai the prophet to Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, ruler
of Judah, and to Joshua, the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, saying, 2These are thewords
of the Lord of armies: These people say, The time has not come for building the Lord's
house. 3 Then the word of the Lord came by Haggai the prophet, saying, 4 Is it a time for
you to be living in roofed houses while this house is a waste? 5 For this cause the Lord of
armies has said, Give thought to your ways. 6Much has been planted, but little got in; you
take food, but have not enough; you take drink, but are not full; you are clothed, but no
one is warm; and hewho gets payment for his work, gets it to put it into a bag full of holes.
7 This is what the Lord of armies has said: Give thought to your ways. 8Go up to the hills
and get wood and put up the house; and I will take pleasure in it and be honoured, says
the Lord. 9You were looking for much, and it came to little; and when you got it into your
house, I took it away with a breath. Why? says the Lord of armies. Because of my house
which is a waste, while every man takes care of the house which is his. 10 For this cause
the heaven over you is kept from giving dew, and the earth from giving her fruit. 11And
bymy order no rain came on the land or on the mountains or the grain or the wine or the
oil or the produce of the earth or onmen or cattle or on any work of man's hands. 12Then
Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua, the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and all
the rest of the people, gave ear to the voice of the Lord their God and to thewords ofHaggai
the prophet, because the Lord their God had sent him, and the people were in fear before
theLord. 13ThenHaggai,whomtheLordhad sent to givehiswords to thepeople, said, I am
with you, says the Lord. 14And the spirit of Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, ruler of Judah,
was moved by the Lord, as was the spirit of Joshua, the son of Jehozadak, the high priest,
and the spirit of all the rest of the people; and they came and did work in the house of the
Lord of armies, their God. 15On the twenty-fourth day of themonth, in the sixthmonth, in
the second year of Darius the king.

2
1 In the seventhmonth, on the twenty-first day of themonth, the word of the Lord came

byHaggai the prophet, saying, 2Say now to Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, ruler of Judah,
and to Joshua, the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to the rest of the people, 3Who is
there still among you who saw this house in its first glory? and how do you see it now?
is it not in your eyes as nothing? 4But now be strong, O Zerubbabel, says the Lord; and be
strong,O Joshua, sonof Jehozadak, thehighpriest; andbe strong, all youpeopleof the land,
says the Lord, and get towork: for I amwith you, says the Lord of armies: 5The agreement
which Imadewith youwhen you came out of Egypt, andmy spirit, are with you still; have
no fear. 6For this is what the Lord of armies has said: In a short time I will make a shaking
of the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land; 7And Iwillmake a shaking of all
the nations, and the desired things of all nations will come: and I will make this house full
ofmy glory, says the Lord of armies. 8The silver ismine and the gold ismine, says the Lord
of armies. 9 The second glory of this house will be greater than the first, says the Lord of
armies: and in this place I will give peace, says the Lord of armies. 10On the twenty-fourth
day of the ninthmonth, in the second year of Darius, theword of the Lord came byHaggai
the prophet, saying, 11 These are the words of the Lord of armies: Put now a point of law
to the priests, saying, 12 If anyone has some holy flesh folded in the skirt of his robe, will
bread or soup or wine or oil or any other food be made holy if touched by his skirt? And
the priests answering said, No. 13Then Haggai said, Will any of these be made unclean by
the touch of onewho is unclean through touching a dead body? And the priests answering
said, It will be made unclean. 14 Then Haggai said, So is this people and so is this nation
before me, says the Lord; and so is every work of their hands; and the offering they give
there is unclean. 15And now, give thought, looking back from this day to the time before
one stone was put on another in the Temple of the Lord: 16How, when anyone came to a
store of twentymeasures, there were only ten: when anyonewent to the wine-store to get
fifty vessels full, there were only twenty. 17And I sent burning and wasting and a rain of
ice-drops on all theworks of your hands; but still youwere not turned tome, says the Lord.
18Andnow, give thought; looking on from this day, from the twenty-fourth day of the ninth
month, from the timewhen thebase of theLord's housewasput in its place, give thought to
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it. 19 Is the seed still in the store-house? have thevineand thefig-tree, thepomegranate and
theolive-tree, still not given their fruit? from this day Iwill sendmyblessing onyou. 20And
theword of the Lord came a second time toHaggai, on the twenty-fourth day of themonth,
saying, 21 Say to Zerubbabel, ruler of Judah, I will make a shaking of the heavens and the
earth, 22Overturning the power of kingdoms; and Iwill senddestruction on the strength of
the kingdoms of the nations; by me war-carriages will be overturned with those who are
in them; and the horses and the horsemen will come down, everyone by the sword of his
brother. 23 In that day, says the Lord of armies, I will take you, O Zerubbabel, my servant,
the son of Shealtiel, says the Lord, and will make you as a jewelled ring: for I have taken
you to bemine, says the Lord of armies.
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The Book of
Zechariah

1 In the eighth month, in the second year of Darius, the word of the Lord came to
Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo the prophet, saying, 2 The Lord has been
very angrywith your fathers: 3And you are to say to them, These are thewords of the Lord
of armies: Come back to me, says the Lord of armies, and I will come back to you. 4 Be
not like your fathers, to whom the voice of the earlier prophets came, saying, Be turned
now from your evil ways and from your evil doings: but they did not give ear to me or
take note, says the Lord. 5 Your fathers, where are they? and the prophets, do they go on
living for ever? 6But my words and my orders, which I gave to my servants the prophets,
have they not overtaken your fathers? and turning back they said, As it was the purpose
of the Lord of armies to do to us, in reward for our ways and our doings, so has he done.
7On the twenty-fourth day of the eleventhmonth, themonth Shebat, in the second year of
Darius, the word of the Lord came to Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo the
prophet, saying, 8 I saw in the night a man on a red horse, between the mountains in the
valley, and at his back were horses, red, black, white, and of mixed colours. 9Then I said,
O my lord, what are these? And the angel who was talking to me said to me, I will make
clear to you what they are. 10And the man who was between the mountains, answering
me, said, These are those whom the Lord has sent to go up and down through the earth.
11And themanwhowas between themountains, answering, said to the angel of the Lord,
Wehave gone up and down through the earth, and all the earth is quiet and at rest. 12Then
the angel of the Lord, answering, said, O Lord of armies, how long will it be before you
have mercy on Jerusalem and on the towns of Judah against which your wrath has been
burning for seventy years? 13And the Lord gave an answer in good and comfortingwords
to the angel whowas talking tome. 14And the angel whowas talking tome said tome, Let
your voice be loud and say, These are the words of the Lord of armies: I am greatlymoved
about the fate of Jerusalem and of Zion. 15And I am very angry with the nations who are
living untroubled: for when I was only a little angry, theymade the evil worse. 16So this is
what the Lord has said: I have come back to Jerusalemwithmercies; my house is to be put
up in her, says the Lord of armies, and a line is to be stretched out over Jerusalem. 17And
again let your voice be loud and say, This is what the Lord of armies has said: My towns
will again be overflowing with good things, and again the Lord will give comfort to Zion
and take Jerusalem for himself. 18And lifting upmy eyes I saw four horns. 19And I said to
the angel who was talking to me, What are these? And he said to me, These are the horns
which have sent Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem in flight. 20And the Lord gaveme a vision of
four metal-workers. 21 Then I said, What have these come to do? And he said, These are
the horns which sent Judah in flight, and kept him from lifting up his head: but thesemen
have come to send fear on themand to put down the nationswho are lifting up their horns
against the land of Judah to send it in flight.

2
1And lifting up my eyes, I saw a man with a measuring-line in his hand. 2And I said to

him,Where are yougoing? Andhe said tome, To take themeasureof Jerusalem, to seehow
wide andhow long it is. 3And the angelwhowas talking tomewent out, and another angel
went out, and,meeting him, 4Said to him, Go quickly and say to this youngman, Jerusalem
will be an unwalled town, because of the great number of men and cattle in her. 5 For I,
says the Lord, will be a wall of fire round about her, and I will be the glory inside her. 6Ho,
ho! go in flight from the land of the north, says the Lord: for I have sent you far and wide
to the four winds of heaven, says the Lord. 7Ho! Zion, go in flight from danger, you who
are living with the daughter of Babylon. 8 For this is what the Lord of armies has said: In
the way of glory he has sent me to the nations which have taken your goods: for anyone
touching you is touching what is most dear to him. 9 For at the shaking of my hand over
them, their goods will be taken by those who were their servants: and you will see that
the Lord of armies has sent me. 10Give songs of joy, O daughter of Zion: for I come, and I
will make my resting-place among you, says the Lord. 11And a number of nations will be
joined to the Lord in that day, and will becomemy people; and I will be living among you,
and youwill see that the Lord of armies has sentme to you. 12And Judahwill be the Lord's
heritage in the holy land, and Jerusalemwill again be his. 13Let all flesh be quiet andmake
no sound before the Lord: for he is awake and has come from his holy resting-place.
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3
1And he let me see Joshua, the high priest, in his place before the angel of the Lord, and

the Satan at his right hand ready to take up a cause against him. 2 And the Lord said to
the Satan, May the Lord's word be sharp against you, O Satan, the word of the Lord who
has taken Jerusalem for himself: is this not a burning branch pulled out of the fire? 3Now
Joshua was clothed in unclean robes, and he was in his place before the angel. 4 And he
made answer and said to those who were there before him, Take the unclean robes off
him, and let him be clothed in clean robes; 5 And let them put a clean head-dress on his
head. So they put a clean head-dress on his head, clothing him with clean robes: and to
him he said, See, I have taken your sin away from you. 6And the angel of the Lord made
a statement to Joshua, and said, 7These are the words of the Lord of armies: If you will go
inmyways and keep what I have put in your care, then youwill be judge over my Temple
and have the care of my house, and I will give you the right to come in among those who
are there. 8Give ear now, O Joshua, the high priest, you and your friends who are seated
before you; for these are men who are a sign: for see, I will let my servant the Branch be
seen. 9For see, the stonewhich I have put before Joshua; on one stone are seven eyes: see,
the design cut on it will bemywork, says the Lord of armies, and Iwill take away the sin of
that land in one day. 10 In that day, says the Lord of armies, youwill be one another's guests
under the vine and under the fig-tree.

4
1And the angelwhowas talking tome came again, awakingme as aman out of his sleep.

2And he said to me, What do you see? And I said, I see a light-support, made all of gold,
with its cup on the top of it and seven lights on it; and there are seven pipes to every one
of the lights which are on the top of it; 3And two olive-trees by it, one on the right side of
the cup and one on the left. 4And I made answer and said to the angel who was talking to
me,What are these, my lord? 5Then the angel whowas talking tome, answeringme, said,
Have you no knowledge of what these are? And I said, No, my lord. 6 This is the word of
the Lord to Zerubbabel, saying, Not by force or by power, but bymy spirit, says the Lord of
armies. 7Who are you, O great mountain? before Zerubbabel you will become level: and
hewill let all see the headstone, with cries of Grace, grace, to it. 8Then theword of the Lord
came tome, saying, 9The hands of Zerubbabel have put the base of this house in place, and
his handswill make it complete; and it will be clear to you that the Lord of armies has sent
me to you. 10 For who has had a poor opinion of the day of small things? for they will be
glad when they see the weighted measuring-line in the hand of Zerubbabel. Then he said
in answer tome, These seven lights are the eyes of the Lordwhich go quickly up and down
throughall the earth. 11And Imade answer and said to him,What are these twoolive-trees
on the right side of the light-support and on the left? 12And answering a second time, I said
tohim,What are these twoolive branches, throughwhose goldpipes the oil is drainedout?
13Andhe said in answer tome, Have you no knowledgewhat these are? And I said, No,my
lord. 14Andhe said, These are the two sons of oil, whoseplace is by theLordof all the earth.

5
1 Then again lifting up my eyes I saw a roll in flight through the air. 2 And he said to

me, What do you see? And I said, A roll going through the air; it is twenty cubits long and
ten cubits wide. 3 Then he said to me, This is the curse which goes out over the face of all
the land: for long enough has every thief gone without punishment, and long enough has
every taker of false oaths gone without punishment. 4And I will send it out, says the Lord
of armies, and it will go into the house of the thief and into the house of him who takes a
false oathbymyname: and itwill be inhis house, causing its complete destruction,with its
woodwork and its stones. 5And the angel who was talking to me went out and said to me,
Let your eyes be lifted up now, and see the ephah which is going out. 6And I said, What
is it? And he said, This is an ephah which is going out. And he said further, This is their
evil-doing in all the land. 7 And I saw a round cover of lead lifted up; and a woman was
seated in the middle of the ephah. 8And he said, This is Sin; and pushing her down into
the ephah, he put the weight of lead on the mouth of it. 9And lifting up my eyes I saw two
women coming out, and thewindwas in their wings; and they hadwings like thewings of
a stork: and they took the ephah, lifting it up between earth and heaven. 10And I said to
the angel who was talking to me, Where are they taking the ephah? 11And he said to me,
To make a house for her in the land of Shinar: and they will make a place ready, and put
her there in the place which is hers.



Zechariah 6:1 645 Zechariah 8:8

6
1 And again lifting up my eyes I saw four war-carriages coming out from between the

two mountains; and the mountains were mountains of brass. 2 In the first war-carriage
were red horses; and in the second, black horses; 3And in the third, white horses; and in
the fourth, horses of mixed colour. 4 And I made answer and said to the angel who was
talking to me, What are these, my lord? 5And the angel, answering, said to me, These go
out to the four winds of heaven from their place before the Lord of all the earth. 6 The
carriage inwhich are the black horses goes in the direction of the north country; thewhite
go to thewest; and those ofmixed colour go in the direction of the south country. 7And the
red ones go to the east; and they made request that they might go up and down through
the earth: and he said, Go up and down through the earth. So they went up and down
through the earth. 8 Then crying out to me, he said, See, those who are going to the north
country have given rest to the spirit of the Lord in the north country. 9And theword of the
Lord came to me, saying, 10Take the offerings of those who went away as prisoners, from
Heldai, Tobijah, and Jedaiah, and fromthe familyof Josiah, the sonofZephaniah,whohave
come from Babylon; 11And take silver and gold and make a crown and put it on the head
of Zerubbabel; 12And say to him, These are the words of the Lord of armies: See, the man
whose name is the Branch, under whom there will be fertile growth. 13And he will be the
builder of the Temple of the Lord; and the glory will be his, and he will take his place as
ruler on the seat of power; and Joshuawill be a priest at his right hand, and between them
there will be a design of peace. 14And the crown will be for grace to Heldai and Tobijah
and Jedaiah and the son of Zephaniah, to keep their memory living in the house of the
Lord. 15And those who are far away will come and be builders in the Temple of the Lord,
and it will be clear to you that the Lord of armies has sent me to you.

7
1And it came about in the fourth year of King Darius, that the word of the Lord came to

Zechariah on the fourth day of the ninth month, the month Chislev. 2Now they of Beth-
el had sent Sharezer and Regem-melech to make a request for grace from the Lord, 3And
to say to the priests of the house of the Lord of armies and to the prophets, Am I to go on
weeping in the fifth month, separating myself as I have done in past years? 4 Then the
word of the Lord of armies came to me, saying 5 Say to all the people of the land and to
the priests, When you went without food and gave yourselves to grief in the fifth and the
seventh months for these seventy years, did you ever do it because of me? 6 And when
you are feasting and drinking, are you not doing it only for yourselves? 7 Are not these
the words which the Lord said to you by the earlier prophets, when Jerusalem was full of
people and wealth, and the towns round about her and the South and the Lowland were
peopled? 8And the word of the Lord came to Zechariah, saying, 9This is what the Lord of
armies has said: Let your judging be upright and done in good faith, let every man have
mercy and pity for his brother: 10 Do not be hard on the widow, or the child without a
father, on the man from a strange country, or on the poor; let there be no evil thought in
your heart against your brother. 11But they would not give attention, turning their backs
and stopping their ears fromhearing; 12And theymade their hearts like the hardest stone,
so that theymight not give ear to the law and thewordswhich the Lord of armies had said
by the earlier prophets: and there came great wrath from the Lord of armies. 13 And it
came about that as they would not give ear to his voice, so I would not give ear to their
voice, says the Lord of armies: 14But with a storm-wind I sent them in flight among all the
nations ofwhom they hadno knowledge. So the landwaswaste after them, so that noman
went through or came back: for they hadmade waste the desired land.

8
1 And the word of the Lord of armies came to me, saying, 2 These are the words of the

Lord of armies: I am angry about the fate of Zion, I am angry about her with great wrath.
3 This is what the Lord has said: I have come back to Zion, and will make my living-place
in Jerusalem: and Jerusalem will be named The town of good faith; and the mountain of
the Lord of armies The holy mountain. 4 This is what the Lord of armies has said: There
will again be old men and old women seated in the open spaces of Jerusalem, every man
with his stick in his hand because he is so old. 5And the open spaces of the town will be
full of boys and girls playing in its open spaces. 6This is what the Lord of armies has said:
If this is a wonder to the rest of this people, is it a wonder to me? says the Lord of armies.
7 This is what the Lord of armies has said: See, I will be the saviour of my people from
the east country, and from the west country; 8 And I will make them come and be living
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in Jerusalem and they will be to me a people and I will be to them a God, in good faith
and in righteousness. 9This is what the Lord of armies has said: Let your hands be strong,
youwhoarenowhearing thesewords from themouths of theprophets, that is to say, in the
dayswhen thebase of thehouse of theLordof armieshas beenput inplace for thebuilding
of the house, that is the Temple. 10For before those days therewas no payment for aman's
work, or for the use of a beast, and there was no peace for him who went out or him who
came in, because of the attacker: for I had every man turned against his neighbour. 11But
now Iwill not be to the rest of this people as Iwas in the past, says the Lord of armies. 12For
I will let the seed of peace be planted; the vinewill give her fruit and the landwill give her
increase and the heavens will give their dew; and I will give to the rest of this people all
these things for their heritage. 13And it will come about that, as you were a curse among
the nations, O children of Judah and children of Israel, so I will give you salvation and you
will be a blessing: have no fear and let your hands be strong. 14For this is what the Lord of
armies has said: As it wasmy purpose to do evil to youwhen your fathersmademe angry,
says the Lord of armies, and my purpose was not changed: 15 So in these days it is again
my purpose to do good to Jerusalem and to the children of Judah: have no fear. 16 These
are the things which you are to do: Let every man say what is true to his neighbour; and
let your judging give peace in your towns. 17Let no one have any evil thought in his heart
against his neighbour; and have no love for false oaths: for all these things are hated by
me, says the Lord. 18And theword of the Lord of armies came tome, saying, 19This iswhat
the Lord of armies has said: The times of going without food in the fourth month and in
the fifth and the seventh and the tenth months, will be for the people of Judah times of
joy and happy meetings; so be lovers of good faith and of peace. 20 This is what the Lord
of armies has said: It will again come about that when peoples and those living in great
towns come, 21And the people of one town go to another and say, Let us certainly go with
a request for grace from the Lord, and to give worship to the Lord of armies, then I will go
with you. 22And great peoples and strong nations will come to give worship to the Lord of
armies in Jerusalemand tomake requests for grace from the Lord. 23This iswhat the Lord
of armies has said: In those days, tenmen fromall the languages of the nationswill put out
their hands and take a grip of the skirt of himwho is a Jew, saying,Wewill gowith you, for
it has come to our ears that God is with you.

9
1 A word of the Lord: The Lord has come to the land of Hadrach, and Damascus is his

resting-place: for the towns of Aram are the Lord's, 2 As well as Hamath, which is by its
limit, andTyre andZidon, because they are verywise. 3AndTyremade for herself a strong
place, and got together silver like dust and the best gold like the earth of the streets. 4 See,
the Lord will take away her heritage, overturning her power in the sea; and she will be
burned up with fire. 5Ashkelon will see it with fear, and Gaza, bent with pain; and Ekron,
for her hope will be shamed: and the king will be cut off from Gaza, and Ashkelon will
be unpeopled. 6And a mixed people will be living in Ashdod, and I will have the pride of
the Philistines cut off. 7And I will take away his blood from his mouth, and his disgusting
things frombetween his teeth; and some of his peoplewill be kept for our God: and hewill
be as a family in Judah, and Ekron as one living in Jerusalem. 8And I will put my forces in
position roundmy house, so that there may be no coming and going: and no cruel master
will again go through them: for now I have seen his trouble. 9Be full of joy, O daughter of
Zion; give a glad cry, O daughter of Jerusalem: see, your king comes to you: he is upright
and has overcome; gentle and seated on an ass, on a young ass. 10 And he will have the
war-carriage cut off fromEphraim, and the horse from Jerusalem, and the bowofwarwill
be cut off: and he will say words of peace to the nations: and his rule will be from sea to
sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth. 11 And as for you, because of the blood
of your agreement, I have sent out your prisoners from the deep hole in which there is no
water. 12And they will come back to you, O daughter of Zion, as prisoners of hope: today I
say to you that I will give you back twice asmuch; 13For I havemade Judah a bow bent for
my use, I have made Ephraim the arrows of the bow; I will make your sons, O Zion, take
up arms against your sons, O Greece, and will make you like the sword of a man of war.
14And the Lord will be seen over them, and his arrow will go out like the thunder-flame:
and the Lord God, sounding the war-horn, will go in the storm-winds of the South. 15 The
Lord of armies will be a cover for them; and they will overcome, crushing under foot the
armed men; they will take their blood for drink like wine: they will be full like the sides
of the altar. 16And the Lord their God will be their saviour in that day, giving them food
like the flock of his people: for theywill be like the jewels of a crown shining over his land.
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17 For how good it is and how beautiful! grain will make the young men strong and new
wine the virgins.

10
1Make your request to the Lord for rain in the time of the spring rains, even to the Lord

whomakes the thunder-flames; and hewill give them showers of rain, to everyman grass
in the field. 2For the images have said what is not true, and the readers of signs have seen
deceit; they have given accounts of false dreams, they give comfort to no purpose: so they
go out of the way like sheep, they are troubled because they have no keeper. 3Mywrath is
burning against the keepers of the flock, and I will send punishment on the he-goats: for
the Lord of armies takes care of his flock, the people of Judah, andwill make them like the
horse of his pride in the fight. 4From himwill come the keystone, from him the nail, from
him the bow of war, from him will come every ruler; 5 Together they will be like men of
war, crushing down their haters into the earth of the streets in the fight; they will make
war because the Lord is with them: and the horsemen will be shamed. 6And I will make
the children of Judah strong, and I will be the saviour of the children of Joseph, and I will
make them come back again, for I have had mercy on them: they will be as if I had not
given them up: for I am the Lord their God and I will give them an answer. 7And Ephraim
will be like aman ofwar, and their hearts will be glad aswithwine; and their childrenwill
see it with joy; their hearts will be glad in the Lord. 8With the sound of the pipe I will get
them together; for I have given the price to make them free: and they will be increased
as they were increased. 9 Though I had them planted among the peoples, they will keep
me in mind in far countries: and they will take care of their children and will come back.
10And I will make them come back out of the land of Egypt, andwill get them together out
of Assyria; and I will take them into the land of Gilead, and it will not be wide enough for
them. 11And they will go through the sea of Egypt, and all the deep waters of the Nile will
become dry: and the pride of Assyria will be made low, and the power of Egypt will be
taken away. 12And their strength will be in the Lord; and their pride will be in his name,
says the Lord.

11
1 Let your doors be open, O Lebanon, so that fire may be burning among your cedars.

2Give a cry of grief, O fir-tree, for the fall of the cedar, because the great ones have been
made low: give cries of grief, O you oaks of Bashan, for the strong trees of the wood have
come down. 3 The sound of the crying of the keepers of the flock! for their glory is made
waste: the sound of the loud crying of the young lions! for the pride of Jordan is made
waste. 4 This is what the Lord my God has said: Take care of the flock of death; 5Whose
owners put them to death and have no sense of sin; and thosewho get a price for them say,
May the Lord be praised for I havemuchwealth: and the keepers of the flock have no pity
for them. 6For I will have no more pity for the people of the land, says the Lord; but I will
give up everyone into his neighbour's hand and into the hand of his king: and they will
make the landwaste, and I will not keep them safe from their hands. 7So I took care of the
flock of death, for those who made profit out of the flock; and I took for myself two rods,
naming oneBeautiful, and the otherBands; and I took care of theflock. 8And in onemonth
I put an end to the three keepers of the flock; formy soul was tired of them, and their souls
were disgusted with me. 9And I said, I will not take care of you: If death comes to any, let
death be its fate; if any is cut off, let it be cut off; and let the rest take one another's flesh for
food. 10And I tookmy rod Beautiful, cutting it in two, so that the Lord's agreement, which
he had made with all the peoples, might be broken. 11And it was broken on that day: and
the sheep-traders, who were watching me, were certain that it was the word of the Lord.
12And I said to them, If it seems good to you, give me my payment; and if not, do not give
it. So they gave me my payment by weight, thirty shekels of silver. 13 And the Lord said
to me, Put it into the store-house, the price at which I was valued by them. And I took the
thirty shekels of silver and put them into the store-house in the house of the Lord. 14Then
I tookmy other rod, the one named Bands, cutting it in two, so that the relation of brothers
between Judah and Israel might be broken. 15 And the Lord said to me, Take again the
instruments of a foolish keeper of sheep. 16For see, I will put a sheep-keeper over the land,
who will have no care for that which is cut off, and will not go in search of the wanderers,
or make well what is broken, and he will not give food to that which is ill, but he will take
for his food the flesh of the fat, and let their feet be broken. 17A curse on the foolish keeper
who goes away from the flock! the sword will be on his arm and on his right eye: his arm
will become quite dry and his eye will be made completely dark.
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12
1 The word of the Lord about Israel. The Lord by whom the heavens are stretched out

and the bases of the earth put in place, and the spirit of man formed inside him, has said:
2 See, I will make Jerusalem a cup of shaking fear to all the peoples round about, when
Jerusalem is shut in. 3And it will come about in that day that I will make Jerusalem a stone
of great weight for all the peoples; all those who take it up will be badly wounded; and all
the nations of the earth will come together against it. 4 In that day, says the Lord, I will put
fear into every horse andmake every horseman go off his head: andmy eyes will be open
on the people of Judah, and Iwillmake every horse of the peoples blind. 5And the families
of Judah will say in their hearts, The people of Jerusalem have their strength in the Lord
of armies, their God. 6 In that day I will make the families of Judah like a pot with fire in it
among trees, and like a flaming stick among cut grain; theywill send destruction on all the
peoples round about, on the right hand and on the left: and Jerusalemwill be living again
in the place which is hers, that is, in Jerusalem. 7 And the Lord will give salvation to the
tents of Judah first, so that the glory of the family of David and the glory of the people of
Jerusalemmaynot be greater than that of Judah. 8 In that day the Lordwill be a cover over
the people of Jerusalem; and he who is feeble among them in that day will be as strong as
David, and the family of Davidwill be as God, as the angel of the Lord before them. 9And it
will come about on that day that I will take in hand the destruction of all the nations who
come against Jerusalem. 10And I will send down on the family of David and on the people
of Jerusalem the spirit of grace and of prayer; and their eyes will be turned to the onewho
was wounded by their hands: and they will be weeping for him as for an only son, and
their grief for himwill be bitter, like the grief of one sorrowing for his oldest son. 11 In that
day there will be a great weeping in Jerusalem, like the weeping of Hadad-rimmon in the
valley of Megiddon. 12 And the land will give itself to weeping, every family separately;
the family of David by themselves, and their wives by themselves; the family of Nathan by
themselves, and their wives by themselves; 13The family of Levi by themselves, and their
wives by themselves; the family of Shimei by themselves, and their wives by themselves;
14And all the other families by themselves, and their wives by themselves.

13
1 In that day there will be a fountain open to the family of David and to the people of

Jerusalem, for sin and for that which is unclean. 2And it will come about on that day, says
the Lord of armies, that I will have the names of the images cut off out of the land, and
there will be no more memory of them: and I will send all the prophets and the unclean
spirit away from the land. 3 And if anyone goes on acting as a prophet, then his father
and his mother who gave him life will say to him, You may not go on living, for you are
sayingwhat is false in the nameof the Lord; andhis father andhismotherwill put a sword
through him when he does so. 4And it will come about in that day that the prophets will
be shamed, every man on account of his vision, when he is talking as a prophet; and they
will not put on a robe of hair for purposes of deceit: 5But he will say, I am no prophet, but
a worker on the land; for I have been an owner of land from the time when I was young.
6And if anyone says to him,What are thesewounds between your hands? then hewill say,
Thosewithwhich Iwaswounded in thehouse ofmy friends. 7Awake! O sword, against the
keeper of my flock, and against him who is with me, says the Lord of armies: put to death
the keeper of the sheep, and the sheepwill go in flight: andmyhandwill be turned against
the little ones. 8And itwill come about that in all the land, says the Lord, two parts of it will
be cut off and come to an end; but the third will be still living there. 9And I will make the
third part go through the fire, cleaning them as silver is made clean, and testing them as
gold is tested: and they will make their prayer tome and I will give them an answer: I will
say, It is my people; and they will say, The Lord is my God.

14
1 See, a day of the Lord is coming when they will make division of your goods taken

by force before your eyes. 2 For I will get all the nations together to make war against
Jerusalem; and the town will be overcome, and the goods taken from the houses, and the
women taken by force: and half the town will go away as prisoners, and the rest of the
people will not be cut off from the town. 3Then the Lordwill go out andmakewar against
thosenations, as hedid in thedayof thefight. 4And in that dayhis feetwill be on theMount
ofOlives,which is opposite Jerusalemon the east, and theMount ofOliveswill be parted in
the middle to the east and to the west, forming a very great valley; and half the mountain
will be moved to the north and half of it to the south. 5 And the valley will be stopped ...
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and you will go in flight as you went in flight from the earth-shock in the days of Uzziah,
king of Judah: and the LordmyGodwill come, and all his holy oneswith him. 6And in that
day there will be no heat or cold or ice; 7And it will be unbroken day, such as the Lord has
knowledge of, without change of day and night, and even at nightfall it will be light. 8And
on that day livingwaters will go out from Jerusalem; half of themflowing to the sea on the
east and half to the sea on the west: in summer and in winter it will be so. 9And the Lord
will be King over all the earth: in that day there will be one Lord and his name one. 10And
all the landwill become like theArabah, fromGeba toRimmonsouthof Jerusalem; and she
will be lifted up and be living in her place; from the doorway of Benjamin to the place of
the first doorway, to the doorway of the angle, and from the tower of Hananel to the king's
wine-crushing places, men will be living in her. 11 And there will be no more curse; but
Jerusalem will be living without fear of danger. 12And this will be the disease which the
Lord will send on all the peoples which have been warring against Jerusalem: their flesh
will be wasted away while they are on their feet, their eyes will be wasted in their heads
and their tongues in their mouths. 13 And it will be on that day that a great fear will be
sent among them from the Lord; and everyone will take his neighbour's hand, and every
man's handwill be lifted against his neighbour's. 14Andeven Judahwill befighting against
Jerusalem; and the wealth of all the nations round about will be massed together, a great
store of gold and silver and clothing. 15And thehorses and the transport beasts, the camels
and the asses and all the beasts in those tents will be attacked by the same disease. 16And
it will come about that everyone who is still living, of all those nations who came against
Jerusalem,will go up fromyear to year to giveworship to the King, the Lord of armies, and
to keep the feast of tents. 17And it will be that if any one of all the families of the earth does
not go up to Jerusalem to give worship to the King, the Lord of armies, on them there will
be no rain. 18And if the family of Egypt does not go up or come there, theywill be attacked
by the disease which the Lord will send on the nations: 19 This will be the punishment of
Egypt, and the punishment of all the nations who do not go up to keep the feast of tents.
20On that day all the bells of the horses will be holy to the Lord, and the pots in the Lord's
house will be like the basins before the altar. 21And every pot in Jerusalem and in Judah
will be holy to the Lord of armies: and all those who make offerings will come and take
them for boiling their offerings: in that day there will be no more traders in the house of
the Lord of armies.
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The Book of
Malachi

1The word of the Lord to Israel by Malachi. 2You have been loved byme, says the Lord.
But you say, Where was your love for us? Was not Esau Jacob's brother? says the Lord:
but Jacobwas loved byme, 3And Esauwas hated, and I sent destruction on hismountains,
and gave his heritage to the beasts of the waste land. 4Though Edom says,We are crushed
down but wewill come back, building up the waste places; this is what the Lord of armies
has said: They may put up buildings, but I will have them pulled down; and they will be
named The land of evil-doing, and The people against whom the Lord keeps his wrath for
ever. 5And your eyes will see it; and you will say, The Lord is great even outside the limits
of Israel. 6A son gives honour to his father, and a servant has fear of his master: if then I
am a father, where is my honour? and if I am a master, where is the fear of me? says the
Lord of armies to you, O priests, who give no value to my name. And you say, How have
we not given value to your name? 7You put unclean bread onmy altar. And you say, How
havewemade it unclean? By your saying, The table of the Lord is of no value. 8Andwhen
you give what is blind for an offering, it is no evil! and when you give what is damaged
and ill, it is no evil! Give it now to your ruler; will he be pleased with you, or will you have
his approval? says the Lord of armies. 9 And now, make request for the grace of God so
that he may have mercy on us: this has been your doing: will he give his approval to any
of you? says the Lord of armies. 10 If only there was one among you who would see that
the doors were shut, so that you might not put a light to the fire on my altar for nothing! I
have no pleasure in you, says the Lord of armies, and I will not take an offering from your
hands. 11 For, from the coming up of the sun till its going down, my name is great among
the Gentiles; and in every place the smell of burning flesh is offered to my name, and a
clean offering: for my name is great among the Gentiles, says the Lord of armies. 12 But
you make it unholy by saying, The Lord's table has become unclean, and his food is of no
value. 13 And you say, See, what a weariness it is! and you let out your breath at it, says
the Lord of armies; and you have given what has been cut about by beasts, and what is
damaged in its feet and ill; this is the offering you give: will this be pleasing to me from
your hands? says the Lord. 14A curse on the false man who has a male in his flock, and
takes his oath, and gives to the Lord a damaged thing: for I am a great King, says the Lord
of armies, andmy name is to be feared among the Gentiles.

2
1 And now, O you priests, this order is for you. 2 If you will not give ear and take it to

heart, to give glory to my name, says the Lord of armies, then I will send the curse on you
and will put a curse on your blessing: truly, even now I have put a curse on it, because
you do not take it to heart. 3 See, I will have your arm cut off, and will put waste on your
faces, even the waste from your feasts; and you will be taken away with it. 4And you will
be certain that I have sent this order to you, so that it might be my agreement with Levi,
says the Lord of armies. 5My agreement with him was on my side life and peace, and I
gave them to him; on his side fear, and he had fear of me and gave honour to my name.
6True teachingwas in hismouth, and no evil was seen on his lips: hewaswalkingwithme
in peace and righteousness, turning numbers of people away from evil-doing. 7 For it is
right for the priest's lips to keep knowledge, and formen to bewaiting for the law fromhis
mouth: for he is the servant sent from the Lord of armies. 8But you are turned out of the
way; you have made the law hard for numbers of people; you have made the agreement
of Levi of no value, says the Lord of armies. 9And so I have taken away your honour and
made you lowbefore all the people, even as you have not keptmyways, and have given no
thought to me in using the law. 10Have we not all one father? has not one God made us?
why are we, every one of us, acting falsely to his brother, putting shame on the agreement
of our fathers? 11 Judah has been acting falsely, and a disgusting thing has been done in
Jerusalem; for Judah has made unclean the holy place of the Lord which is dear to him,
and has taken as hiswife the daughter of a strange god. 12The Lordwill have themanwho
does this cut off root and branch out of the tents of Jacob, and himwhomakes an offering
to the Lord of armies. 13And this again you do: covering the altar of the Lordwithweeping
and with grief, so that he gives no more thought to the offering, and does not take it with
pleasure from your hand. 14 But you say, For what reason? Because the Lord has been a
witness between you and the wife of your early years, to whom you have been untrue,
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though she is your friend and the wife to whom you have given your word. 15 ... So give
thought to your spirit, and let no one be false to the wife of his early years. 16 For I am
against the putting away of a wife, says the Lord, the God of Israel, and against himwho is
clothedwith violent acts, says the Lord of armies: so give thought to your spirit and do not
be false in your acts. 17 You have made the Lord tired with your words. And still you say,
How have wemade him tired? By your saying, Everyone who does evil is good in the eyes
of the Lord, and he has delight in them; or, Where is God the judge?

3
1 See, I am sending my servant, and he will make ready the way before me; and the

Lord, whom you are looking for, will suddenly come to his Temple; and the angel of the
agreement, in whom you have delight, see, he is coming, says the Lord of armies. 2But by
whommay the day of his coming be faced? and whomay keep his place when he is seen?
for he is like the metal-tester's fire and the cleaner's soap. 3He will take his seat, testing
and cleaning the sons of Levi, burning away the evil from them as from gold and silver;
so that they maymake offerings to the Lord in righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah
and Jerusalemwill be pleasing to the Lord, as in days gone by, and as in past years. 5And I
will come near to you for judging; I will quickly be a witness against the wonder-workers,
against those who have been untrue in married life, against those who take false oaths;
against thosewhokeepback fromtheservanthispayment, andwhoarehardon thewidow
and the childwithout a father,whodonot givehis rights to theman froma strange country,
and have no fear of me, says the Lord of armies. 6For I am the Lord, I am unchanged; and
soyou, O sonsof Jacob, havenot been cut off. 7Fromthedays of your fathers youhavebeen
turnedaway frommyrules andhavenot kept them. Comeback tome, and Iwill comeback
to you, says the Lord of armies. But you say, How are we to come back? 8Will a man keep
back fromGodwhat is right? But you have kept backwhat ismine. But you say,What have
we kept back from you? Tenths and offerings. 9You are cursed with a curse; for you have
kept back frommewhat ismine, evenall this nation. 10Let your tenths come into the store-
house so that there may be food in my house, and put me to the test by doing so, says the
Lord of armies, and see if I do not make the windows of heaven open and send down such
a blessing on you that there is no room for it. 11And on your account I will keep back the
locusts fromwasting the fruits of your land; and the fruit of your vine will not be dropped
on the field before its time, says the Lord of armies 12And you will be named happy by all
nations: for youwill be a land of delight, says the Lord of armies. 13Yourwords have been
strong against me, says the Lord. And still you say, What have we said against you? 14You
have said, It is no use worshipping God: what profit havewe had from keeping his orders,
and going in clothing of sorrow before the Lord of armies? 15 And now to us the men of
pride seem happy; yes, the evil-doers are doing well; they put God to the test and are safe.
16 Then those in whom was the fear of the Lord had talk together: and the Lord gave ear,
and it was recorded in a book to be kept inmind before him, for those who had the fear of
the Lord and gave thought to his name. 17And they will be mine, says the Lord, in the day
when Imake themmy special property; and Iwill havemercy on themas amanhasmercy
on his son who is his servant. 18Then you will again see how the upright man is different
from the sinner, and the servant of God from himwho is not.

4
1For see, the day is coming, it is burning like an oven; all themen of pride and all who do

evil will be dry stems of grass: and in the daywhich is coming theywill be burned up, says
the Lord of armies, till they have not a root or a branch. 2But to you who give worship to
my name, the sun of righteousness will come upwith new life in its wings; and youwill go
out, playing like young oxen full of food. 3And the evil-doers will be crushed under you,
they will be dust under your feet, in the day when I do my work, says the Lord of armies.
4Keep inmind the law ofMoses, my servant, which I gave him inHoreb for all Israel, even
the rules and the decisions. 5 See, I am sending you Elijah the prophet before the day of
the Lord comes, that great day, greatly to be feared. 6And by him the hearts of fathers will
be turned to their children, and the hearts of children to their fathers; for fear that I may
come and put the earth under a curse.
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The Good News According to
Matthew

1The book of the generations of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. 2The
sonofAbrahamwas Isaac; and the sonof Isaacwas Jacob; and the sonsof Jacobwere Judah
and his brothers; 3And the sons of Judah were Perez and Zerah by Tamar; and the son of
PerezwasHezron; and the son ofHezronwas Ram; 4And the son of RamwasAmminadab;
and the son of Amminadab was Nahshon; and the son of Nahshon was Salmon; 5And the
son of Salmon by Rahab was Boaz; and the son of Boaz by Ruth was Obed; and the son
of Obed was Jesse; 6 And the son of Jesse was David the king; and the son of David was
Solomon by herwho had been thewife of Uriah; 7And the son of Solomonwas Rehoboam;
and the son of Rehoboamwas Abijah; and the son of Abijah was Asa; 8And the son of Asa
was Jehoshaphat; and the son of Jehoshaphatwas Joram; and the son of JoramwasUzziah;
9And the son of Uzziah was Jotham; and the son of Jothamwas Ahaz; and the son of Ahaz
was Hezekiah; 10 And the son of Hezekiah was Manasseh; and the son of Manasseh was
Amon; and the son of Amon was Josiah; 11And the sons of Josiah were Jechoniah and his
brothers, at the timeof the takingaway toBabylon. 12Andafter the takingaway toBabylon,
Jechoniahhada sonShealtiel; andShealtiel hadZerubbabel; 13AndZerubbabelhadAbiud;
and Abiud had Eliakim; and Eliakim had Azor; 14 And Azor had Zadok; and Zadok had
Achim; and Achim had Eliud; 15 And Eliud had Eleazar; and Eleazar had Matthan; and
Matthan had Jacob; 16 And the son of Jacob was Joseph the husband of Mary, who gave
birth to Jesus, whose name is Christ. 17 So all the generations from Abraham to David are
fourteengenerations; and fromDavid to the takingaway toBabylon, fourteengenerations;
and from the taking away to Babylon to the coming of Christ, fourteen generations. 18Now
the birth of Jesus Christwas in thisway: whenhismotherMarywas going to bemarried to
Joseph, before they came together the discovery was made that she was with child by the
Holy Spirit. 19And Joseph, her husband, being an upright man, and not desiring to make
her a public example, had a mind to put her away privately. 20 But when he was giving
thought to these things, an angel of the Lord came to him in a dream, saying, Joseph, son of
David, have no fear of takingMary as yourwife; because thatwhich is in her body is of the
Holy Spirit. 21And she will give birth to a son; and you will give him the name Jesus; for
hewill give his people salvation from their sins. 22Now all this took place so that theword
of the Lord by the prophet might come true, 23 See, the virgin will be with child, and will
give birth to a son, and they will give him the name Immanuel, that is, Godwith us. 24And
Joseph did as the angel of the Lord had said to him, and took her as his wife; 25And he had
no connection with her till she had given birth to a son; and he gave him the name Jesus.

2
1Now when the birth of Jesus took place in Beth-lehem of Judaea, in the days of Herod

theking, there camewisemen from the east to Jerusalem, 2Saying,Where is theKingof the
Jews whose birth has now taken place? We have seen his star in the east and have come
to give him worship. 3And when it came to the ears of Herod the king, he was troubled,
and all Jerusalem with him. 4 And he got together all the chief priests and scribes of the
people, questioning them as to where the birth-place of the Christ would be. 5 And they
said to him, In Beth-lehem of Judaea; for so it is said in the writings of the prophet, 6 You
Beth-lehem, in the land of Judah, are not the least among the chiefs of Judah: out of you
will come a ruler, who will be the keeper of my people Israel. 7 Then Herod sent for the
wise men privately, and put questions to them about what time the star had been seen.
8 And he sent them to Beth-lehem and said, Go and make certain where the young child
is; and when you have seen him, let me have news of it, so that I may come and give him
worship. 9And after hearing the king, theywent on theirway; and the starwhich they saw
in the east went before them, till it came to rest over the place where the young child was.
10And when they saw the star they were full of joy. 11And they came into the house, and
saw the young child withMary, his mother; and falling down on their faces they gave him
worship; and from their store they gave him offerings of gold, perfume, and spices. 12And
itwasmade clear to thembyGod in a dream that theywerenot to go back toHerod; so they
went into their country by another way. 13And when they had gone, an angel of the Lord
came to Joseph in a dream, saying, Get up and take the young child and his mother, and go
into Egypt, and do not go from there till I give you word; for Herod will be searching for
the young child to put him to death. 14So he took the young child and his mother by night,
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and went into Egypt; 15And was there till the death of Herod; so that the word of the Lord
through the prophet might come true, Out of Egypt have I sent for my son. 16Then Herod,
when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, was very angry; and he sent out,
and put to death all the male children in Beth-lehem and in all the parts round about it,
from two years old and under, acting on the knowledge which he had got with care from
the wisemen. 17Then the word of Jeremiah the prophet came true, 18 In Ramah there was
a sound of weeping and great sorrow, Rachel weeping for her children, and shewould not
be comforted for their loss. 19 But when Herod was dead, an angel of the Lord came in a
dream to Joseph in Egypt, 20Saying, Get up and take the young child andhismother, and go
into the land of Israel: because theywhowere attempting to take the young child's life are
dead. 21And he got up, and took the young child and hismother, and came into the land of
Israel. 22But when it came to his ears that Archelaus was ruling over Judaea in the place
of his father Herod, he was in fear of going there; and God having given him news of the
danger in a dream, hewent out of theway into the country parts of Galilee. 23Andhe came
and was living in a town named Nazareth: so that the word of the prophets might come
true, He will be named a Nazarene.

3
1And in those days John theBaptist camepreaching in thewaste landof Judaea, 2Saying,

Let your hearts be turned from sin; for the kingdom of heaven is near. 3 For this is he of
whom Isaiah the prophet said, The voice of one crying in the waste land, Make ready the
way of the Lord, make his roads straight. 4 Now John was clothed in camel's hair, with
a leather band about him; and his food was locusts and honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and
all Judaea went out to him, and all the people from near Jordan; 6 And they were given
baptism by him in the river Jordan, saying openly that they had done wrong. 7But when
he saw a number of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them,
Offspring of snakes, at whose word are you going in flight from the wrath to come? 8 Let
your change of heart be seen in yourworks: 9And saynot to yourselves,WehaveAbraham
for our father; because I say to you that God is able from these stones tomake children for
Abraham. 10Andevennowtheaxe is put to the root of the trees; every tree thenwhichdoes
not give good fruit is cut down, and put into the fire. 11Truly, I give baptismwith water to
those of youwhose hearts are changed; but hewho comes afterme is greater than I,whose
shoes I am not good enough to take up: he will give you baptism with the Holy Spirit and
with fire: 12 In whose hand is the instrument with which he will make clean his grain; he
will put the good grain in his store, but the waste will be burned up in the fire which will
never beput out. 13Then Jesus came fromGalilee to Johnat the Jordan, to be givenbaptism
byhim. 14But Johnwouldhavekepthimback, saying, It is Iwhohaveneedofbaptism from
you, and do you come to me? 15 But Jesus made answer, saying to him, Let it be so now:
because so it is right for us to make righteousness complete. Then he gave him baptism.
16And Jesus, having been given baptism, straight away went up from the water; and, the
heavens opening, he saw the Spirit of God coming down on him as a dove; 17And a voice
came out of heaven, saying, This is my dearly loved Son, with whom I amwell pleased.

4
1Then Jesus was sent by the Spirit into the waste land to be tested by the Evil One. 2And

after going without food for forty days and forty nights, he was in need of it. 3 And the
Evil One came and said to him, If you are the Son of God, give the word for these stones
to become bread. 4But he made answer and said, It is in the Writings, Bread is not man's
only need, but every word which comes out of the mouth of God. 5Then the Evil One took
him to the holy town; and he put him on the highest point of the Temple and said to him,
6 If you are the Son of God, let yourself go down; for it is in the Writings, He will give his
angels care over you; and, In their hands they will keep you up, so that your foot may not
be crushed against a stone. 7 Jesus said to him, Again it is in theWritings, Youmay not put
the Lord your God to the test. 8Again, the Evil One took him up to a very high mountain,
and let himsee all the kingdomsof theworld and the glory of them; 9Andhe said tohim, All
these things will I give you, if you will go down on your face and givemeworship. 10Then
said Jesus to him, Away, Satan: for it is in theWritings, Give worship to the Lord your God
and be his servant only. 11 Then the Evil One went away from him, and angels came and
took care of him. 12Nowwhen it came to his ears that Johnhad been put in prison, hewent
away to Galilee; 13And going away from Nazareth, he came and made his living-place in
Capernaum,which isby the sea, in thecountryofZebulunandNaphtali: 14So that theword
of the prophet Isaiahmight come true, 15The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, by
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theway of the sea, the other side of Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles, 16The people whowere
in the dark saw a great light, and to those in the land of the shade of death did the dawn
come up. 17 From that time Jesus went about preaching and saying, Let your hearts be
turned from sin, for the kingdom of heaven is near. 18 And when he was walking by the
sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, whose other name was Peter, and Andrew, his
brother, who were putting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. 19 And he said to
them, Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men. 20 And straight away they let
go the nets and went after him. 21 And going on from there he saw two other brothers,
James, the son of Zebedee, and John, his brother, in the boat with their father, stitching up
their nets; and he said, Come. 22And theywent straight from the boat and their father and
came after him. 23And Jesus went about in all Galilee, teaching in their Synagogues and
preaching the good news of the kingdom, and making well those who were ill with any
disease among the people. 24And news of himwent out through all Syria; and they took to
him all who were ill with different diseases and pains, those having evil spirits and those
whowere off their heads, and thosewhohadnopower ofmoving. Andhemade themwell.
25And therewent after him great numbers fromGalilee and Decapolis and Jerusalem and
Judaea and from the other side of Jordan.

5
1 And seeing great masses of people he went up into the mountain; and when he was

seated his disciples came to him. 2And with these words he gave them teaching, saying,
3Happy are the poor in spirit: for the kingdom of heaven is theirs. 4Happy are those who
are sad: for they will be comforted. 5 Happy are the gentle: for the earth will be their
heritage. 6Happy are those whose heart's desire is for righteousness: for they will have
their desire. 7Happy are those who havemercy: for they will be givenmercy. 8Happy are
the clean in heart: for they will see God. 9Happy are the peacemakers: for they will be
named sons of God. 10Happy are those who are attacked on account of righteousness: for
the kingdom of heaven will be theirs. 11Happy are you when men give you a bad name,
and are cruel to you, and say all evil things against you falsely, because of me. 12 Be glad
and full of joy; for great is your reward in heaven: for so were the prophets attacked who
were before you. 13You are the salt of the earth; but if its taste goes from the salt, howwill
you make it salt again? it is then good for nothing but to be put out and crushed under
foot by men. 14 You are the light of the world. A town put on a hill may be seen by all.
15 And a burning light is not put under a vessel, but on its table; so that its rays may be
shining on all who are in the house. 16 Even so let your light be shining before men, so
that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 17 Let there
be no thought that I have come to put an end to the law or the prophets. I have not come
for destruction, but to make complete. 18 Truly I say to you, Till heaven and earth come
to an end, not the smallest letter or part of a letter will in any way be taken from the law,
till all things are done. 19Whoever then goes against the smallest of these laws, teaching
men to do the same, will be named least in the kingdom of heaven; but he who keeps the
laws, teaching others to keep them, will be named great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For
I say to you, If your righteousness is not greater than the righteousness of the scribes and
Pharisees, youwill never go into the kingdomofheaven. 21Youhave knowledge that itwas
said in old times, You may not put to death; and, Whoever puts to death will be in danger
of being judged: 22But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be in
danger of being judged; and he who says to his brother, Raca, will be in danger from the
Sanhedrin; andwhoever says, You foolish one,will be in danger of the hell of fire. 23 If then
you are making an offering at the altar and there it comes to your mind that your brother
has something against you, 24While your offering is still before the altar, first go andmake
peace with your brother, then come and make your offering. 25 Come to an agreement
quickly with him who has a cause against you at law, while you are with him on the way,
for fear that he may give you up to the judge and the judge may give you to the police and
youmay be put into prison. 26Truly I say to you, You will not come out from there till you
have made payment of the very last farthing. 27You have knowledge that it was said, You
may not have connectionwith anotherman'swife: 28But I say to you that everyonewhose
eyes are turned on awomanwith desire has had connectionwith her in his heart. 29And if
your right eye is a cause of trouble to you, take it out and put it away from you; because it
is better to undergo the loss of one part, than for all your body to go into hell. 30And if your
right hand is a cause of trouble to you, let it be cut offandput it away fromyou; because it is
better to undergo the loss of one part, than for all your body to go into hell. 31Again, it was
said, Whoever puts away his wife has to give her a statement in writing for this purpose:
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32 But I say to you that everyone who puts away his wife for any other cause but the loss
of her virtue, makes her false to her husband; and whoever takes her as his wife after she
is put away, is no true husband to her. 33 Again, you have knowledge that it was said in
old times, Do not take false oaths, but give effect to your oaths to the Lord: 34 But I say to
you, Take no oaths at all: not by the heaven, because it is the seat of God; 35Or by the earth,
because it is the resting-place for his foot; or by Jerusalem, because it is the town of the
great King. 36 You may not take an oath by your head, because you are not able to make
one hair white or black. 37But let your words be simply, Yes or No: and whatever is more
than these is of the Evil One. 38You have knowledge that it was said, An eye for an eye, and
a tooth for a tooth: 39But I say to you, Do not make use of force against an evil man; but to
himwho gives you a blow on the right side of your face let the left be turned. 40And if any
man goes to lawwith you and takes away your coat, do not keep back your robe fromhim.
41Andwhoevermakes you go onemile, go with him two. 42Give to himwho comes with a
request, and keep not your property from himwhowould for a timemake use of it. 43You
have knowledge that it was said, Have love for your neighbour, and hate for him who is
against you: 44But I say to you, Have love for those who are against you, andmake prayer
for thosewho are cruel to you; 45So that youmay be the sons of your Father in heaven; for
his sun gives light to the evil and to the good, and he sends rain on the upright man and
on the sinner. 46 For if you have love for those who have love for you, what credit is it to
you? do not the tax-farmers the same? 47And if you say, Good day, to your brothers only,
what do you domore than others? do not even the Gentiles the same? 48Be then complete
in righteousness, even as your Father in heaven is complete.

6
1Take care not to do your good works before men, to be seen by them; or you will have

no reward from your Father in heaven. 2When then you give money to the poor, do not
make a noise about it, as the false-hearted men do in the Synagogues and in the streets,
so that they may have glory from men. Truly, I say to you, They have their reward. 3 But
when you give money, let not your left hand see what your right hand does: 4 So that your
giving may be in secret; and your Father, who sees in secret, will give you your reward.
5And when you make your prayers, be not like the false-hearted men, who take pleasure
in getting up and saying their prayers in the Synagogues and at the street turnings so that
theymay be seen bymen. Truly I say to you, They have their reward. 6Butwhen youmake
your prayer, go into your private room, and, shutting the door, say a prayer to your Father
in secret, and your Father, who sees in secret, will give you your reward. 7 And in your
prayer do not make use of the same words again and again, as the Gentiles do: for they
have the idea that God will give attention to them because of the number of their words.
8 So be not like them; because your Father has knowledge of your needs even before you
make your requests to him. 9Let this then be your prayer: Our Father in heaven,may your
name be kept holy. 10Let your kingdom come. Let your pleasure be done, as in heaven, so
on earth. 11Give us this day bread for our needs. 12And make us free of our debts, as we
havemade those free who are in debt to us. 13And let us not be put to the test, but keep us
safe from the Evil One. 14 For if you let men have forgiveness for their sins, you will have
forgiveness from your Father in heaven. 15But if you do not let men have forgiveness for
their sins, you will not have forgiveness from your Father for your sins. 16And when you
gowithout food, be not sad-faced as the false-hearted are. For they go about with changed
looks, so that menmay see that they are going without food. Truly I say to you, They have
their reward. 17But when you go without food, put oil on your head and make your face
clean; 18So that no onemay see that you are goingwithout food, but your Father in secret;
and your Father, who sees in secret, will give you your reward. 19Make no store of wealth
for yourselves on earth, where itmay be turned to dust byworms andweather, andwhere
thievesmaycome inby forceand take it away. 20Butmakea store for yourselves inheaven,
where it will not be turned to dust andwhere thieves do not come in to take it away: 21For
where your wealth is, there will your heart be. 22 The light of the body is the eye; if then
your eye is true, all your body will be full of light. 23 But if your eye is evil, all your body
will be dark. If then the light which is in you is dark, how dark it will be! 24Noman is able
to be a servant to two masters: for he will have hate for the one and love for the other, or
he will keep to one and have no respect for the other. Youmay not be servants of God and
of wealth. 25 So I say to you, Take no thought for your life, about food or drink, or about
clothing for your body. Is not life more than food, and the body more than its clothing?
26See the birds of heaven; they do not put seeds in the earth, they do not get in grain, or put
it in store-houses; and your Father in heaven gives them food. Are you not of much more
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value than they? 27 And which of you by taking thought is able to make himself a cubit
taller? 28And why are you troubled about clothing? See the flowers of the field, how they
come up; they do no work, they make no thread: 29But I say to you that even Solomon in
all his glory was not clothed like one of these. 30But if God gives such clothing to the grass
of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is put into the oven, will he not muchmore
give you clothing, O you of little faith? 31 Then do not be full of care, saying, What are we
to have for food or drink? or, With what may we be clothed? 32 Because the Gentiles go
in search of all these things: for your Father in heaven has knowledge that you have need
of all these things: 33But let your first care be for his kingdom and his righteousness; and
all these other things will be given to you in addition. 34Then have no care for tomorrow:
tomorrowwill take care of itself. Take the trouble of the day as it comes.

7
1Be not judges of others, and you will not be judged. 2 For as you have been judging, so

you will be judged, and with your measure will it be measured to you. 3And why do you
takenote of the grainof dust in yourbrother's eye, but takenonoteof thebit ofwoodwhich
is in your eye? 4Or howwill you say to your brother, Letme take out the grain of dust from
your eye, when you yourself have a bit of wood in your eye? 5You false one, first take out
the bit of wood from your eye, then will you see clearly to take out the grain of dust from
your brother's eye. 6Do not give that which is holy to the dogs, or put your jewels before
pigs, for fear that they will be crushed under foot by the pigs whose attack will then be
made against you. 7Make a request, and it will be answered; what you are searching for
you will get; give the sign, and the door will be open to you: 8 Because to everyone who
makes a request, it will be given; and he who is searching will get his desire, and to him
who gives the sign, the door will be open. 9Or which of you, if his sonmakes a request for
bread, will give him a stone? 10Or if he makes a request for a fish, will give him a snake?
11 If you, then, being evil, are able to give good things to your children, how much more
will your Father inheavengive good things to thosewhomake requests to him? 12All those
things, then, which you would have men do to you, even so do you to them: because this
is the law and the prophets. 13Go in by the narrow door; for wide is the door and open is
thewaywhich goes to destruction, and great numbers go in by it. 14For narrow is the door
and hard the road to life, and only a small numbermake discovery of it. 15Be on thewatch
for false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inside they are cruel wolves.
16 By their fruits you will get knowledge of them. Do men get grapes from thorns or figs
from thistles? 17Even so, every good tree gives good fruit; but the bad tree gives evil fruit.
18 It is not possible for a good tree to give bad fruit, and a bad tree will not give good fruit.
19 Every tree which does not give good fruit is cut down and put in the fire. 20 So by their
fruits you will get knowledge of them. 21Not everyone who says to me, Lord, Lord, will go
into the kingdom of heaven; but he who does the pleasure of my Father in heaven. 22 A
great number will say to me on that day, Lord, Lord, were we not prophets in your name,
and did we not by your name send out evil spirits, and by your name do works of power?
23And then will I say to them, I never had knowledge of you: go fromme, you workers of
evil. 24 Everyone, then, to whom my words come and who does them, will be like a wise
man who made his house on a rock; 25And the rain came down and there was a rush of
waters and the winds were driving against that house, but it was not moved; because it
was based on the rock. 26And everyone to whommywords come andwho does them not,
will be like a foolish man who made his house on sand; 27 And the rain came down and
there was a rush of waters and the winds were driving against that house; and it came
down and great was its fall. 28And it came about, when Jesus had come to the end of these
words, that the peoplewere surprised at his teaching, 29 for hewas teaching as one having
authority, and not as their scribes.

8
1Andwhen he had come down from themountain, great numbers of people came after

him. 2Anda leper cameandgavehimworship, saying, Lord, if it is yourpleasure, youhave
power tomakeme clean. 3And he put his hand on him, saying, It is my pleasure; be clean.
And straight away he was made clean. 4 And Jesus said to him, See that you say nothing
about this to anyone; but go and let the priest see you and make the offering which was
ordered by Moses, for a witness to them. 5And when Jesus was come into Capernaum, a
certain captain came to him with a request, 6 Saying, Lord, my servant is ill in bed at the
house, with no power in his body, and in great pain. 7And he said to him, I will come and
make him well. 8And the captain in answer said, Lord, I am not good enough for you to
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come under my roof; but only say the word, and my servant will be made well. 9Because
I myself am a man under authority, having under me fighting men; and I say to this one,
Go, and he goes; and to another, Come, and he comes; and to my servant, Do this, and he
does it. 10And when these words came to the ears of Jesus he was surprised, and said to
those who came after him, Truly I say to you, I have not seen such great faith, no, not in
Israel. 11And I say to you that numberswill come from the east and thewest, andwill take
their seats with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven: 12But the sons
of the kingdom will be put out into the dark, and there will be weeping and cries of pain.
13And Jesus said to the captain, Go in peace; as your faith is, so let it be done to you. And
the servant wasmadewell in that hour. 14Andwhen Jesus had come into Peter's house, he
saw his wife's mother in bed, very ill. 15And he put his hand on hers and the disease went
fromher, and she got up and took care of his needs. 16And in the evening, they took to him
a number of people who had evil spirits; and he sent the spirits out of them with a word,
andmade well all who were ill; 17 So that the word of Isaiah the prophet might come true:
He himself took our pains and our diseases. 18Nowwhen Jesus saw a greatmass of people
about him, he gave an order to go to the other side. 19 And there came a scribe and said
to him, Master, I will come after you wherever you go. 20And Jesus said to him, The foxes
have holes, and the birds of heaven have a resting-place; but the Son of man has nowhere
to put his head. 21And another of the disciples said to him, Lord, let me first go and give
the last honours tomy father. 22But Jesus said to him, Come afterme; and let the dead take
care of their dead. 23Andwhen he had got into a boat, his disciples went after him. 24And
there came up a great storm in the sea, so that the boat was covered with the waves: but
he was sleeping. 25And they came to him, and, awaking him, said, Help, Lord; destruction
is near. 26And he said to them, Why are you full of fear, O you of little faith? Then he got
up and gave orders to the winds and the sea; and there was a great calm. 27And the men
were full ofwonder, saying,What sort ofman is this, that even thewinds and the sea dohis
orders? 28Andwhen he had come to the other side, to the country of the Gadarenes, there
cameout to him from theplace of the dead, twowhohad evil spirits, so violent that noman
was able to go that way. 29And they gave a loud cry, saying, What have we to do with you,
you Son of God? Have you come here to give us punishment before the time? 30Now there
was, somedistance away, a great herd of pigs taking their food. 31And the evil spiritsmade
strong prayers to him, saying, If you send us out, let us go into the herd of pigs. 32And he
said to them, Go. And they came out, and went into the pigs; and the herd went rushing
down a sharp slope into the sea and came to their end in the water. 33And their keepers
went in flight to the town and gave an account of everything, and of the men who had the
evil spirits. 34And all the town came out to Jesus; and seeing him they made request that
he would go away from their part of the country.

9
1And he got into a boat and went across and came to his town. 2And they took to him

aman stretched on a bed who had no power of moving; and Jesus, seeing their faith, said
to the man who was ill, Son, take heart; you have forgiveness for your sins. 3And some of
the scribes said among themselves, This man has no respect for God. 4And Jesus, having
knowledge of what was in their minds, said, Why are your thoughts evil? 5 For which is
the simpler, to say, You have forgiveness for your sins; or to say, Get up and go? 6 But so
that you may see that on earth the Son of man has authority for the forgiveness of sins,
(then said he to the man who was ill,) Get up, and take up your bed, and go to your house.
7And he got up and went away to his house. 8 But when the people saw it they were full
of fear, and gave glory to Godwho had given such authority tomen. 9Andwhen Jesus was
going from there, he sawamanwhose namewasMatthew, seated at the placewhere taxes
were taken; and he said to him, Come after me. And he got up and went after him. 10And
it came about, when he was in the house taking food, that a number of tax-farmers and
sinners came and took their placeswith Jesus and his disciples. 11Andwhen the Pharisees
saw it, they said to his disciples, Why does your Master take food with tax-farmers and
sinners? 12But on hearing this he said, Thosewho arewell have no need of amedicalman,
but those who are ill. 13 But go and take to heart the sense of these words, My desire is
for mercy, not offerings: for I have come not to get the upright, but sinners. 14 Then the
disciples of John came to him, saying,Why dowe and the Pharisees frequently go without
food, but your disciples do not? 15 And Jesus said to them, Will the friends of the newly-
married man be sad as long as he is with them? But the days will come when he will be
taken away from them, and thenwill they gowithout food. 16Andnomanputs a bit of new
cloth on an old coat, for by pulling away from the old, it makes a worse hole. 17And men
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do not put newwine into old wine-skins; or the skins will be burst and the wine will come
out, and the skins are of no more use: but they put new wine into new wine-skins, and so
the two will be safe. 18While he was saying these things to them, there came a ruler and
gave himworship, saying, My daughter is even now dead; but come and put your hand on
her, and she will come back to life. 19And Jesus got up and went after him, and so did his
disciples. 20And a woman, who for twelve years had had a flow of blood, came after him,
andput her hand on the edge of his robe: 21Because, she said to herself, if Imay but putmy
hand on his robe, I will be made well. 22But Jesus, turning and seeing her, said, Daughter,
take heart; your faith has made you well. And the woman was made well from that hour.
23Andwhen Jesus came into the ruler's house and saw the players with their instruments
and the peoplemaking a noise, 24He said,Make room; for the girl is not dead, but sleeping.
And theywere laughing at him. 25But when the people were sent out, he went in and took
her by the hand; and the girl got up. 26And the news of it went out into all that land. 27And
when Jesuswent on from there, two blindmen came after him, crying out, Havemercy on
us, you Son of David. 28Andwhen he had come into the house, the blindmen came to him;
and Jesus said to them,Have you faith that I amable to do this? They said to him, Yes, Lord.
29Then he put his hand on their eyes, saying, As your faith is, let it be done to you. 30And
their eyes were made open. And Jesus said to them sharply, Let no man have knowledge
of it. 31 But they went out and gave news of him in all that land. 32And while they were
going away, there came to him amanwithout the power of talking, andwith an evil spirit.
33And when the evil spirit had been sent out, the man had the power of talking: and they
were all surprised, saying, Such a thing has never been seen in Israel. 34But the Pharisees
said, By the ruler of evil spirits, he sends evil spirits out of men. 35And Jesus went about
all the towns and small places, teaching in their Synagogues and preaching the good news
of the kingdom and making well all sorts of disease and pain. 36 But when he saw all the
people he was moved with pity for them, because they were troubled and wandering like
sheepwithout a keeper. 37Thenhe said tohis disciples, There ismuchgrainbut not enough
men to get it in. 38Make prayer, then, to the Lord of the grain-fields, that he may send out
workers to get in his grain.

10
1Andhegot togetherhis twelvedisciplesandgave themthepowerofdrivingoutunclean

spirits, and ofmakingwell all sorts of disease and pain. 2Now the names of the twelve are
these: The first, Simon, who is named Peter, and Andrew, his brother; James, the son of
Zebedee, and John, his brother; 3Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew, the tax-
farmer; James, the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot,
who was false to him. 5 These twelve Jesus sent out and gave them orders, saying, Do not
go among the Gentiles, or into any town of Samaria, 6But go to thewandering sheep of the
house of Israel, 7And, on your way, say, The kingdom of heaven is near. 8Make well those
whoare ill, give life to the dead,make lepers clean, send evil spirits out ofmen; freely it has
been given to you, freely give. 9Take no gold or silver or copper in your pockets; 10Take no
bag for your journey and do not take two coats or shoes or a stick: for the workman has a
right to his food. 11And into whatever town or small place you go, make search there for
someone who is respected, andmake his house your resting-place till you go away. 12And
when you go in, say, May peace be on this house. 13 And if the house is good enough, let
your peace come on it: but if not, let your peace come back to you. 14Andwhoeverwill not
take you in, or give ear to your words, when you go out from that house or that town, put
off its dust from your feet. 15Truly I say to you, It will be better for the land of Sodom and
Gomorrah in the day of God's judging than for that town. 16 See, I send you out as sheep
among wolves. Be then as wise as snakes, and as gentle as doves. 17 But be on the watch
againstmen: for theywill give you up to the Sanhedrins, and in their Synagogues theywill
giveyoublows; 18Andyouwill comebefore rulers andkingsbecauseofme, for awitness to
themand to theGentiles. 19Butwhen you are given up into their hands, do not be troubled
about what to say or how to say it: for in that hour what you are to say will be given to
you; 20Because it is not youwho say the words, but the Spirit of your Father in you. 21And
brotherwill give up brother to death, and the father his child: and childrenwill go against
their fathers and mothers, and put them to death. 22 And you will be hated by all men
because of my name: but he who is strong to the endwill have salvation. 23But when they
are cruel to you in one town, go in flight to another: for truly, I say to you, Youwill not have
gone through the towns of Israel before the Son of man comes. 24A disciple is not greater
than hismaster, or a servant than his lord. 25 It is enough for the disciple that hemay be as
hismaster, and the servant ashis lord. If theyhavegiven thenameBeelzebub to themaster
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of the house, howmuchmore to those of his house! 26Have, then, no fear of them: because
nothing is covered which will not come to light, or secret which will not be made clear.
27What I say to you in the dark, say in the light: and what comes to your ear secretly, say
publicly from the house-tops. 28And have no fear of those who put to death the body, but
are not able to put to death the soul. But have fear of himwho has power to give soul and
body to destruction in hell. 29Are not sparrows two a farthing? and not one of them comes
to anendwithout yourFather: 30But thehairs of yourheadare all numbered. 31Thenhave
no fear; you are of more value than a flock of sparrows. 32 To everyone, then, who gives
witness tome beforemen, I will give witness beforemy Father in heaven. 33But if anyone
says beforemen that he has no knowledge ofme, Iwill say that I haveno knowledge of him
before my Father in heaven. 34Do not have the thought that I have come to send peace on
the earth; I came not to send peace but a sword. 35For I have come to put aman against his
father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter-in-law against her mother-
in-law: 36And a man will be hated by those of his house. 37He who has more love for his
father or mother than for me is not good enough for me; he who has more love for son or
daughter than for me is not good enough for me. 38 And he who does not take his cross
and come afterme is not good enough forme. 39Hewho has the desire to keep his life will
have it taken from him, and he who gives up his life because of me will have it given back
to him. 40Hewho gives honour to you gives honour tome; and hewho gives honour tome
gives honour to him who sent me. 41He who gives honour to a prophet, in the name of a
prophet, will be given a prophet's reward; and he who gives honour to an upright man, in
the name of an uprightman, will be given an uprightman's reward. 42Andwhoever gives
to one of these little ones a cup of cold water only, in the name of a disciple, truly I say to
you, he will not go without his reward.

11
1 And it came about that when Jesus had come to the end of giving these orders to his

twelve disciples, he went away from there, teaching and preaching in their towns. 2Now
when John had news in prison of the works of the Christ, he sent his disciples 3 To say to
him,Areyouhewho is to come, or arewewaiting for another? 4And Jesus, answering, said
to them, Go and give news to John of the things which you are seeing and hearing: 5 The
blind see; thosewhowere not able to, arewalking; lepers aremade clean; thosewhowere
without hearing, now have their ears open; the dead come to life again, and the poor have
the good news given to them. 6And a blessingwill be on himwho has no doubts aboutme.
7Andwhen they were going away, Jesus, talking of John, said to all the people, What went
you out into the waste land to see? a tall stem moving in the wind? 8 But what went you
out to see? aman delicately clothed? Those who have fair robes are in kings' houses. 9But
why did you go out? to see a prophet? Yes, I say to you, andmore than a prophet. 10This is
he of whom it has been said, See, I sendmy servant before your face, whowill make ready
your way before you. 11 Truly I say to you, Among the sons of women there has not been
a greater than John the Baptist: but he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater
than he. 12And from the days of John the Baptist till now, the kingdomof heaven is forcing
its way in, and men of force take it. 13 For all the prophets and the law were in force till
John. 14 And if you are able to see it, this is Elijah who was to come. 15He who has ears,
let him give ear. 16But what comparison may I make of this generation? It is like children
seated in the market-places, crying out to one another, 17Wemade music for you and you
didnot takepart in thedance;wegave cries of sorrowandyoumadeno signsof grief. 18For
John came, taking no food or drink, and they say, He has an evil spirit. 19 The Son of man
has come feasting, and they say, See, a lover of food and wine, a friend of tax-farmers and
sinners! And wisdom is judged to be right by her works. 20 Then he went on to say hard
things to the towns where most of his works of power were done, because they had not
been turned from their sins. 21Unhappy are you, Chorazin! Unhappy are you, Beth-saida!
For if the works of power which were done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they
would have been turned from their sins in days gone by, clothing themselves in haircloth
and putting dust on their heads. 22But I say to you, It will be better for Tyre and Sidon in
the day of judging, than for you. 23And you, Capernaum, were you not to be lifted up to
heaven? youwill go down into hell: for if theworks of powerwhichwere done in you had
been done in Sodom, it would have been here to this day. 24But I say to you that it will be
better for the land of Sodom in the day of judging, than for you. 25At that time Jesus made
answer and said, I give praise to you, OFather, Lord of heaven and earth, because youhave
kept these things secret from thewise and themen of learning, and havemade them clear
to little children. 26Yes, Father, for so it was pleasing in your eyes. 27All things have been
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given to me by my Father; and no one has knowledge of the Son, but the Father; and no
one has knowledge of the Father, but the Son, and he to whom the Son will make it clear.
28Come to me, all you who are troubled and weighted downwith care, and I will give you
rest. 29 Take my yoke on you and become like me, for I am gentle and without pride, and
you will have rest for your souls; 30 For my yoke is good, and the weight I take up is not
hard.

12
1At that time Jesus went through the fields on the Sabbath day; and his disciples, being

in need of food, were taking the heads of grain. 2But the Pharisees, when they saw it, said
to him, See, your disciples do that which it is not right to do on the Sabbath. 3But he said
to them, Have you no knowledge of what David did when he had need of food, and those
whowerewith him? 4Howhewent into the house of God and took for food the holy bread
which it was not right for him or for those who were with him to take, but only for the
priests? 5Or is it not said in the law, how the Sabbath is broken by the priests in the Temple
and they do nowrong? 6But I say to you that a greater thing than the Temple is here. 7But
if these words had been in your minds, My desire is for mercy and not for offerings, you
would not have been judging those who have done no wrong. 8For the Son of man is lord
of the Sabbath. 9 And he went from there into their Synagogue: 10 And there was a man
with a dead hand. And they put a question to him, saying, Is it right tomake amanwell on
the Sabbath day? so that they might have something against him. 11And he said to them,
Which of you, having a sheep, if it gets into a hole on the Sabbath day, will not put out a
helping hand and get it back? 12Of howmuch more value is a man than a sheep! For this
reason it is right to do good on the Sabbath day. 13 Then said he to the man, Put out your
hand. And he put it out, and it was made as well as the other. 14 But the Pharisees went
out andmade designs against him, how they might put him to death. 15And Jesus, having
knowledgeof this,went away fromthere, andagreatnumberwent afterhim; andhemade
them all well, 16Ordering themnot to give people word of him: 17So that what was said by
Isaiah the prophet might come true, 18 See my servant, the man of my selection, my loved
one in whom my soul is well pleased: I will put my Spirit on him, and he will make my
decision clear to the Gentiles. 19His coming will not be with fighting or loud cries; and his
voicewill not be lifted up in the streets. 20The crushed stemwill not be brokenbyhim; and
the feebly burning light will he not put out, till he has made righteousness overcome all.
21And inhisnamewill theGentiles put their hope. 22Then they took tohimonewithanevil
spirit, whowasblindandhadnopowerof talking: andhemadehimwell so that hehad the
power of talking and seeing. 23And all the people were surprised and said, Is not this the
Son of David? 24But the Pharisees, hearing of it, said, This man only sends evil spirits out
of men by Beelzebub, the ruler of evil spirits. 25And having knowledge of their thoughts
he said to them, Every kingdom having division in itself is madewaste, and every town or
house having division in itself will come to destruction. 26And if Satan sends out Satan, he
makes war against himself; how then will he keep his kingdom? 27And if I by Beelzebub
send evil spirits out of men, by whom do your sons send them out? So let them be your
judges. 28But if I by the Spirit of God send out evil spirits, then is the kingdom of God come
on you. 29Or howmay one go into a strong man's house and take his goods, if he does not
first put cords round the strong man? and then he may take his goods. 30Whoever is not
with me is against me; and he who does not take part with me in getting people together,
is driving them away. 31 So I say to you, Every sin and every evil word against God will
have forgiveness; but for evil words against the Spirit there will be no forgiveness. 32And
whoever says a word against the Son of man, will have forgiveness; but whoever says a
word against the Holy Spirit, will not have forgiveness in this life or in that which is to
come. 33Make the tree good, and its fruit good; or make the tree bad, and its fruit bad;
for by its fruit you will get knowledge of the tree. 34You offspring of snakes, how are you,
being evil, able to say good things? because out of the heart's store come the words of the
mouth. 35The goodman out of his good store gives good things; and the evil man out of his
evil store gives evil things. 36And I say to you that in the day when they are judged, men
will have to give an account of every foolish word they have said. 37 For by your words
will your righteousness be seen, and by your words you will be judged. 38 Then some of
the scribes and Pharisees, hearing this, said to him, Master, we are looking for a sign from
you. 39But he, answering, said to them, An evil and false generation is looking for a sign;
and no sign will be given to it but the sign of the prophet Jonah: 40 For as Jonah was three
days and three nights in the stomach of the great fish, so will the Son ofman be three days
and three nights in the heart of the earth. 41 The men of Nineveh will come up in the day
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of judging and give their decision against this generation: because they were turned from
their sins at the preaching of Jonah; and now a greater than Jonah is here. 42The queen of
the Southwill come up in the day of judging and give her decision against this generation:
for she came from the ends of the earth to give ear to the wisdom of Solomon; and now a
greater than Solomon is here. 43But the unclean spirit, when he is gone out of aman, goes
through dry places looking for rest, and getting it not. 44 Then he says, I will go back into
my house fromwhich I came out; andwhen he comes, he sees that there is no one in it, but
that it has beenmade fair and clean. 45Thenhe goes and takeswith him seven other spirits
worse than himself, and they go in andmake it their living-place: and the last condition of
that man is worse than the first. Even so will it be with this evil generation. 46While he
was still talking to the people, hismother and his brothers came, desiring to have talkwith
him. 47And one said to him, See, your mother and your brothers are outside, desiring to
have talk with you. 48But he in answer said to himwho gave the news,Who is mymother
and who are my brothers? 49 And he put out his hand to his disciples and said, See, my
mother and my brothers! 50 For whoever does the pleasure of my Father in heaven, he is
my brother, and sister, andmother.

13
1 On that day Jesus went out of the house and was seated by the seaside. 2 And great

numbers of people came together to him, so that he got into a boat; and the people took
up their position by the sea. 3And he gave them teaching in the form of a story, saying, A
man went out to put seed in the earth; 4 And while he did so, some seeds were dropped
by the wayside, and the birds came and took them for food: 5And some of the seed went
among the stones, where it had not much earth, and straight away it came up because the
earth was not deep: 6And when the sun was high, it was burned; and because it had no
root it became dry and dead. 7And some seeds went among thorns, and the thorns came
up and they had no room for growth: 8And some, falling on good earth, gave fruit, some
a hundred, some sixty, some thirty times as much. 9 He who has ears, let him give ear.
10 And the disciples came and said to him, Why do you say things to them in the form of
stories? 11Andhe said to them inanswer, Toyou is given theknowledgeof the secrets of the
kingdomofheaven, but to themit isnotgiven. 12Becausewhoeverhas, tohimwill begiven,
and he will have more; but from him who has not, even what he has will be taken away.
13For this reason I put things into the formof stories; because they seewithout seeing, and
give ear without hearing, and the sense is not clear to them. 14And for them the words of
Isaiah have come true, Though you give ear, you will not get knowledge; and seeing, you
will see, but the sensewill not be clear to you: 15For the heart of this people has become fat
and their ears are slow in hearing and their eyes are shut; for fear that theymight seewith
their eyes and give hearing with their ears and becomewise in their hearts and be turned
again to me, so that I might make them well. 16 But a blessing be on your eyes, because
they see; and on your ears, because they are open. 17 For truly, I say to you that prophets
and upright men had a desire to see the things which you see, and saw them not; and to
have knowledge of the words which have come to your ears, and they had it not. 18Give
ear, then, to the story of the man who put the seed in the earth. 19When the word of the
kingdom comes to anyone, and the sense of it is not clear to him, then the Evil One comes,
and quickly takes away that which was put in his heart. He is the seed dropped by the
wayside. 20And that which went on the stones, this is he who, hearing the word, straight
away takes it with joy; 21 But having no root in himself, he goes on for a time; and when
trouble comes or pain, because of the word, he quickly becomes full of doubts. 22And that
which was dropped among the thorns, this is he who has the word; and the cares of this
life, and the deceits of wealth, put a stop to the growth of the word and it gives no fruit.
23And the seed which was put in good earth, this is he who gives ear to the word, and gets
the sense of it; who gives fruit, some a hundred, some sixty, some thirty times as much.
24And he gave them another story, saying, The kingdom of heaven is like a man who put
good seed in his field: 25Butwhilemenwere sleeping, onewho had hate for him came and
put evil seeds among the grain, and went away. 26But when the green stem came up and
gave fruit, the evil plants were seen at the same time. 27And the servants of the master of
thehouse cameand said tohim, Sir, did younot put good seed in yourfield? how thenhas it
evil plants? 28Andhe said, Someonehas done this in hate. And the servants say to him, Is it
yourpleasure thatwegoand take themup? 29Buthe says, No, for fear that by chancewhile
you takeup the evil plants, youmaybe rootingup the grainwith them. 30Let themcomeup
together till the getting in of the grain; and then I will say to the workers, Take up first the
evil plants, and put them together for burning: but put the grain intomy store-house. 31He
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put another story before them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is like a grain of mustard
seed which a man took and put in his field: 32Which is smaller than all seeds; but when it
has come up it is greater than the plants, and becomes a tree, so that the birds of heaven
come andmake their resting-places in its branches. 33Another story he gave to them: The
kingdomof heaven is like leaven,which awoman took, and put in threemeasures ofmeal,
till it was all leavened. 34 All these things Jesus said to the people in the form of stories;
and without a story he said nothing to them: 35 That it might come true which was said
by the prophet, Opening my mouth, I will give out stories; I will give knowledge of things
kept secret from before all time. 36Then he went away from the people, and went into the
house; and his disciples came to him, saying, Make clear to us the story of the evil plants
in the field. 37And hemade answer and said, Hewho puts the good seed in the earth is the
Son ofman; 38And the field is theworld; and the good seed is the sons of the kingdom; and
the evil seeds are the sons of the Evil One; 39And he who put them in the earth is Satan;
and the getting in of the grain is the end of theworld; and thosewho get it in are the angels.
40As then the evil plants are got together and burned with fire, so will it be in the end of
theworld. 41The Son ofmanwill send out his angels, and theywill take out of his kingdom
everythingwhich is a cause of error, and all thosewho dowrong, 42Andwill put them into
the fire; there will be weeping and cries of sorrow. 43 Then will the upright be shining as
the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him give ear. 44 The kingdom
of heaven is like a secret store of wealth in a field, which a man came across and put back
again; and in his joy he goes and gives all he has, to get that field. 45Again, the kingdom
of heaven is like a trader searching for beautiful jewels. 46 And having come across one
jewel of great price, he went and gave all he had in exchange for it. 47Again, the kingdom
of heaven is like a net, which was put into the sea and took in every sort of fish: 48When
it was full, they took it up on the sands; and seated there they put the good into vessels,
but the bad they put away. 49Sowill it be in the end of the world: the angels will come and
takeout thebad from the good, 50Andwill put them into thefire: therewill beweeping and
cries of sorrow. 51Are all these things nowclear to you? They say to him, Yes. 52Andhe said
to them, For this reason every scribe who has become a disciple of the kingdom of heaven
is like the owner of a house, who gives out from his store things new and old. 53Andwhen
Jesus had come to the end of these stories he went away from there. 54And coming into
his country, he gave them teaching in their Synagogue, so that theywere greatly surprised
and said, Where did this man get this wisdom and these works of power? 55 Is not this the
woodworker's son? is not his mother named Mary? and his brothers James and Joseph
and Simon and Judas? 56And his sisters, are they not all with us? from where, then, has
he all these things? 57And they were bitter against him. But Jesus said to them, A prophet
is nowhere without honour but in his country and among his family. 58And the works of
power which he did there were small in number because they had no faith.

14
1At that time news of Jesus came to Herod the king; 2And he said to his servants, This

is John the Baptist; he has come back from the dead, and so these powers are working in
him. 3 For Herod had taken John and put him in prison because of Herodias, his brother
Philip's wife. 4 Because John had said to him, It is not right for you to have her. 5And he
wouldhaveput him todeath, but for his fear of thepeople, because in their eyes Johnwas a
prophet. 6But whenHerod's birthday came, the daughter of Herodias was dancing before
them, and Herod was pleased with her. 7 So he gave her his word with an oath to let her
have whatever she might make request for. 8 And she, at her mother's suggestion, said,
Give me here on a plate the head of John the Baptist. 9And the king was sad; but because
of his oaths and because of his guests, he gave the order for it to be given to her; 10And he
sent and had John's head cut off in the prison. 11And his headwas put on a plate and given
to the girl; and she took it to her mother. 12And his disciples came, and took up his body
and put it in the earth; and theywent and gave Jesus news ofwhat had taken place. 13Now
when it came to the ears of Jesus, he went away from there in a boat, to a waste place by
himself: and the people hearing of it, went after him on foot from the towns. 14 And he
came out and saw a great number of people and he had pity on them, andmadewell those
of them who were ill. 15And when evening had come, the disciples came to him, saying,
This place is waste land, and the time is now past; send the people away so that they may
go into the towns and get themselves food. 16But Jesus said to them, There is no need for
them to go away; give them food yourselves. 17And they say to him,We have here but five
cakes of bread and two fishes. 18And he said, Give them to me. 19And he gave orders for
the people to be seated on the grass; and he took the five cakes of bread and the two fishes
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and, looking up to heaven, he said words of blessing, and made division of the food, and
gave it to the disciples, and the disciples gave it to the people. 20And they all took of the
food and had enough: and they took up twelve baskets full of broken bits which were not
used. 21And thosewho had foodwere about five thousandmen, in addition towomen and
children. 22And straight away hemade the disciples get into the boat and go before him to
the other side, till he had sent the people away. 23And after he had sent the people away,
he went up into themountain by himself for prayer: andwhen evening was come, he was
there by himself. 24 But the boat was now in the middle of the sea, and was troubled by
the waves: for the windwas against them. 25And in the fourth watch of the night he came
to them, walking on the sea. 26 And when they saw him walking on the sea, they were
troubled, saying, It is a spirit; and they gave cries of fear. 27But straight away Jesus said to
them, Take heart; it is I, have no fear. 28And Peter, answering, said to him, Lord, if it is you,
give me the order to come to you on the water. 29And he said, Come. And Peter got out of
the boat, and walking on the water, went to Jesus. 30But when he saw the wind he was in
fear and, starting to go down, he gave a cry, saying, Help, Lord. 31And straight away Jesus
put out his hand and took a grip of him, and said to him, O man of little faith, why were
you in doubt? 32And when they had got into the boat, the wind went down. 33And those
whowere in the boat gave himworship, saying, Truly you are the Son of God. 34Andwhen
they had gone across, they came to land at Gennesaret. 35Andwhen themen of that place
had news of him, they sent into all the country round about, and took to him all whowere
ill, 36With the request that theymight only put their hands on the edge of his robe: and all
those who did so weremade well.

15
1Then there came to Jesus from Jerusalem Pharisees and scribes, saying, 2Why do your

disciples go against the teaching of the fathers? for they take food with unwashed hands.
3And in answer he said to them, Why do you, yourselves, go against the word of God on
account of the teaching which has been handed down to you? 4For God said, Give honour
to your father andmother: and, He who says evil of father or mother will be put to death.
5But you say, If a man says to his father or his mother, That by which you might have had
profit fromme is given to God; 6There is no need for him to give honour to his father. And
you have made the word of God without effect because of your teaching. 7You false ones,
well did Isaiah say of you, 8These people give me honour with their lips, but their heart is
far fromme. 9But theirworship is tonopurpose,while they give as their teaching the rules
of men. 10And he got the people together and said to them, Give ear, and let my words be
clear to you: 11Not that which goes into the mouth makes a man unclean, but that which
comes out of the mouth. 12 Then the disciples came and said to him, Did you see that the
Pharisees were troubled when these words came to their ears? 13 But he said in answer,
Every plant which my Father in heaven has not put in the earth, will be taken up by the
roots. 14Let them be: they are blind guides. And if a blindman is guiding a blindman, the
twowill go falling into a hole together. 15Then Peter said to him,Make the story clear to us.
16And he said, Are you, like them, still without wisdom? 17Do you not see that whatever
goes into the mouth goes on into the stomach, and is sent out as waste? 18 But the things
which come out of the mouth come from the heart; and they make a man unclean. 19 For
out of the heart come evil thoughts, the taking of life, broken faith between the married,
unclean desires of the flesh, taking of property, falsewitness, bitterwords: 20These are the
things which make a man unclean; but to take food with unwashed hands does not make
a man unclean. 21 And Jesus went away from there into the country of Tyre and Sidon.
22 And a woman of Canaan came out from those parts, crying and saying, Have pity on
me, O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is greatly troubled with an unclean spirit. 23 But
he gave her no answer. And his disciples came and said to him, Send her away, for she is
crying after us. 24 But he made answer and said, I was sent only to the wandering sheep
of the house of Israel. 25 But she came and gave him worship, saying, Help, Lord. 26And
hemade answer and said, It is not right to take the children's bread and give it to the dogs.
27But she said, Yes, Lord: but even the dogs take the bits from under their masters' table.
28Then Jesus, answering, said to her, Owoman, great is your faith: let your desire be done.
Andher daughterwasmadewell from that hour. 29And Jesuswent from there and came to
the sea of Galilee; and he went up into the mountain, and took his seat there. 30And there
came to him great numbers of people having with them those who were broken in body,
or blind, or without voice, or wounded, or ill in anyway, and a number of others; they put
them down at his feet and he made them well: 31 So that the people were full of wonder
when they saw that those who had no voice were talking, the feeble were made strong,
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thosewhose bodieswere broken had the power ofwalking, and the blindwere able to see:
and they gave glory to the God of Israel. 32 And Jesus got his disciples together and said,
I have pity for the people, because they have now been with me three days and have no
food: and I will not send them away without food, or they will have no strength for the
journey. 33And the disciples say to him, How may we get enough bread in a waste place,
to give food to such a number of people? 34And Jesus says to them, Howmuch bread have
you? And they said, Seven cakes, and some small fishes. 35 Then he gave an order to the
people to be seated on the earth, 36 And he took the seven cakes of bread and the fishes;
and having given praise, he gave the broken bread to the disciples, and the disciples gave
it to the people. 37And they all took food, and had enough; and they took up of the broken
bits, sevenbaskets full. 38And therewere four thousandmenwho took food, togetherwith
women and children. 39And when he had sent the people away, he got into the boat, and
came into the country of Magadan.

16
1And the Pharisees and Sadducees came and, testing him,made a request to him to give

thema sign fromheaven. 2But in answer he said to them, At nightfall you say, Theweather
will be good, for the sky is red. 3And in the morning, The weather will be bad today, for
the sky is red and angry. You are able to see the face of heaven, but not the signs of the
times. 4 An evil and false generation is searching after a sign; and no sign will be given
to it but the sign of Jonah. And he went away from them. 5And when the disciples came
to the other side they had not taken thought to get bread. 6And Jesus said to them, Take
care to have nothing to do with the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees. 7 And they
were reasoning among themselves, saying,We took no bread. 8And Jesus, seeing it, said, O
you of little faith, why are you reasoning among yourselves, because you have no bread?
9 Do you still not see, or keep in mind the five cakes of bread of the five thousand, and
the number of baskets you took up? 10Or the seven cakes of bread of the four thousand,
and the number of baskets you took up? 11 How is it that you do not see that I was not
talking to you about bread, but about keeping away from the leaven of the Pharisees and
Sadducees? 12Then they saw that it was not the leaven of breadwhich he had inmind, but
the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees. 13Nowwhen Jesus had come into the parts of
Caesarea Philippi, he said, questioning his disciples, Who do men say that the Son of man
is? 14And they said, Some say, John the Baptist; some, Elijah; and others, Jeremiah, or one
of the prophets. 15He says to them, Butwhodo you say that I am? 16And SimonPetermade
answer and said, You are the Christ, the Son of the living God. 17And Jesus made answer
and said to him, Ablessing on you, SimonBar-jonah: because this knowledgehas not come
to you fromflesh and blood, but frommy Father in heaven. 18And I say to you that you are
Peter, and on this rock will my church be based, and the doors of hell will not overcome
it. 19 I will give to you the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatever is fixed by you on
earth will be fixed in heaven: and whatever you make free on earth will be made free in
heaven. 20Then he gave orders to the disciples to give nomanword that hewas the Christ.
21From that time Jesus went on to make clear to his disciples how he would have to go up
to Jerusalem, and undergo much at the hands of those in authority and the chief priests
and scribes, and be put to death, and the third day come again from the dead. 22And Peter,
protesting, said to him, Be it far from you, Lord; it is impossible that this will come about.
23But he, turning to Peter, said, Get out of my way, Satan: you are a danger to me because
your mind is not on the things of God, but on the things of men. 24 Then Jesus said to his
disciples, If any man would come after me, let him give up all, and take up his cross, and
come afterme. 25Becausewhoever has a desire to keep his life safewill have it taken from
him; butwhoever gives uphis life because ofme,will have it givenback tohim. 26Forwhat
profit has a man, if he gets all the world with the loss of his life? or what will a man give
in exchange for his life? 27For the Son of manwill come in the glory of his Father with his
angels; and then he will give to every man the reward of his works. 28 Truly I say to you,
There are some of those herewhowill not have a taste of death, till they see the Son ofman
coming in his kingdom.

17
1 And after six days Jesus takes with him Peter, and James, and John, his brother, and

makes them go upwith him into a highmountain by themselves. 2And hewas changed in
form before them; and his face was shining like the sun, and his clothing becamewhite as
light. 3And Moses and Elijah came before their eyes, talking with him. 4And Peter made
answerandsaid to Jesus, Lord, it is good forus tobehere: if youwill letme, Iwillmakehere
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three tents, one for you, and one forMoses, and one for Elijah. 5While he was still talking,
a bright cloud cameover them: and a voice out of the cloud, saying, This ismydearly loved
Son, withwhom I amwell pleased; give ear to him. 6And at thesewords the discipleswent
down on their faces in great fear. 7And Jesus came and put his hand on them and said, Get
up andhaveno fear. 8And lifting up their eyes, they sawnoone, but Jesus only. 9Andwhen
they were coming down from the mountain, Jesus gave them orders, saying, Let no man
haveword ofwhat youhave seen, till the Son ofmanhas come again from the dead. 10And
his disciples, questioning him, said, Why then do the scribes say that Elijah has to come
first? 11And in answer he said, Elijah truly has to come and put all things right: 12But I say
to you that Elijah has come, and they had no knowledge of him, but did to him whatever
they were pleased to do; the same will the Son of man undergo at their hands. 13Then the
disciples saw that he was talking to them of John the Baptist. 14 And when they came to
the people, a man went down on his knees to him, saying, 15Lord have mercy on my son:
for he is off his head, and is in great pain; and frequently he goes falling into the fire, and
frequently into the water. 16 And I took him to your disciples, and they were not able to
make himwell. 17And Jesus, answering, said, O false and foolish generation, how longwill
I be with you? how longwill I put upwith you? let him come here tome. 18And Jesus gave
orders to the unclean spirit, and it went out of him: and the boy was made well from that
hour. 19Then the disciples came to Jesus privately, and said,Whywerewe not able to send
it out? 20And he says to them, Because of your little faith: for truly I say to you, If you have
faith as a grain of mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, Be moved from this place
to that; and it will be moved; and nothing will be impossible to you. 21 [] 22Andwhile they
were going about in Galilee, Jesus said to them, The Son of man will be given up into the
hands ofmen; 23And theywill put him to death, and the third day hewill come again from
the dead. And they were very sad. 24And when they had come to Capernaum, those who
took the Temple tax came to Peter and said, Does not your master make payment of the
Temple tax? 25He says, Yes. And when he came into the house, Jesus said to him, What is
your opinion, Simon? fromwhomdo the kings of the earth get payment or tax? from their
sons or fromotherpeople? 26Andwhenhe said, Fromotherpeople, Jesus said tohim, Then
are the sons free. 27But, so thatwemay not be a cause of trouble to them, go to the sea, and
let down a hook, and take the first fishwhich comes up; and in hismouth youwill see a bit
of money: take that, and give it to them for me and you.

18
1 In that hour the disciples came to Jesus, saying, Who is greatest in the kingdom of

heaven? 2And he took a little child, and put him in the middle of them, 3And said, Truly,
I say to you, If you do not have a change of heart and become like little children, you will
not go into the kingdom of heaven. 4Whoever, then, will make himself as low as this little
child, the same is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5And whoever gives honour to
one such little child inmy name, gives honour tome: 6Butwhoever is a cause of trouble to
oneof these little oneswhohave faith inme, itwouldbebetter forhim tohaveagreat stone
fixed to his neck, and to come to his end in the deep sea. 7A curse is on the earth because
of trouble! for it is necessary for trouble to come; but unhappy is that man throughwhom
the trouble comes. 8And if your hand or your foot is a cause of trouble, let it be cut off and
put it away from you: it is better for you to go into life with the loss of a hand or a foot
than, having two hands or two feet, to go into the eternal fire. 9And if your eye is a cause
of trouble to you, take it out, and put it away from you: it is better for you to go into life
with one eye than, having two eyes, to go into the hell of fire. 10Let it not seem to you that
one of these little ones is of no value; for I say to you that in heaven their angels see at all
times the face of my Father in heaven. 11 [] 12What would you say now? if a man has a
hundred sheep, and one of them has gone wandering away, will he not let the ninety-nine
be, and go to the mountains in search of the wandering one? 13And if he comes across it,
truly I say to you, he has more joy over it than over the ninety-nine which have not gone
out of the way. 14 Even so it is not the pleasure of your Father in heaven for one of these
little ones to come to destruction. 15And if your brother does wrong to you, go, make clear
to him his error between you and him in private: if he gives ear to you, you have got your
brother back again. 16 But if he will not give ear to you, take with you one or two more,
that by the lips of two or threewitnesses everywordmay bemade certain. 17And if hewill
not give ear to them, let it come to the hearing of the church: and if he will not give ear to
the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax-farmer. 18Truly I say to you, Whatever
things are fixed by you on earth will be fixed in heaven: and whatever you make free on
earthwill bemade free in heaven. 19Again, I say to you, that if two of you are in agreement
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on earth about anything for which they will make a request, it will be done for them by
my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are come together in my name, there am
I among them. 21 Then Peter came and said to him, Lord, what number of times may my
brother do wrong against me, and I give him forgiveness? till seven times? 22 Jesus says to
him, I say not to you, Till seven times; but, Till seventy times seven. 23 For this reason the
kingdom of heaven is like a king, who went over his accounts with his servants. 24And at
the start, one came to him who was in his debt for ten thousand talents. 25 And because
he was not able to make payment, his lord gave orders for him, and his wife, and his sons
and daughters, and all he had, to be given for money, and payment to be made. 26 So the
servant went down on his face and gave himworship, saying, Lord, give me time to make
payment and I will give you all. 27And the lord of that servant, being moved with pity, let
himgo, andmadehim free of the debt. 28But that servantwent out, andmeeting one of the
other servants, who was in debt to him for one hundred pence, he took him by the throat,
saying, Make payment of your debt. 29 So that servant went down on his face, requesting
him and saying, Give me time and I will make payment to you. 30And he would not: but
went and put him into prison till he had made payment of the debt. 31 So when the other
servants sawwhat was done they were very sad, and came and gave word to their lord of
what had been done. 32 Then his lord sent for him and said, You evil servant; I made you
free of all that debt, because of your request tome: 33Was it not right for you to havemercy
on the other servant, even as I hadmercy on you? 34And his lord was very angry, and put
him in the hands of those whowould give him punishment till hemade payment of all the
debt. 35 So will my Father in heaven do to you, if you do not everyone, from your hearts,
give forgiveness to his brother.

19
1 And it came about that after saying these words, Jesus went away from Galilee, and

came into the parts of Judaea on the other side of Jordan. 2And a great numberwent after
him; and he made themwell there. 3And certain Pharisees came to him, testing him, and
saying, Is it right for a man to put away his wife for every cause? 4And he said in answer,
Have you not seen in the Writings, that he who made them at the first made them male
and female, and said, 5For this cause will a man go away from his father andmother, and
be joined to his wife; and the two will become one flesh? 6 So that they are no longer two,
but one flesh. Then let not that which has been joined by God be parted by man. 7 They
say to him, Why then did Moses give orders that a husband might give her a statement in
writing and be free from her? 8He says to them, Moses, because of your hard hearts, let
you put away yourwives: but it has not been so from the first. 9And I say to you,Whoever
puts away his wife for any other cause than the loss of her virtue, and takes another, is a
false husband: and he who takes her as his wife when she is put away, is no true husband
to her. 10 The disciples say to him, If this is the position of a man in relation to his wife,
it is better not to be married. 11 But he said to them, Not all men are able to take in this
saying, but only those to whom it is given. 12 For there are men who, from birth, were
without sex: and there are some who were made so by men: and there are others who
havemade themselves so for the kingdomof heaven. Hewho is able to take it, let him take
it. 13Then some people took little children to him, so that he might put his hands on them
in blessing: and the disciples said sharpwords to them. 14But Jesus said, Let the little ones
come to me, and do not keep them away: for of such is the kingdom of heaven. 15And he
put his hands on them, and went away. 16 And one came to him and said, Master, what
good thing have I to do, so that I may have eternal life? 17And he said to him,Why are you
questioning me about what is good? One there is who is good: but if you have a desire to
go into life, keep the rules of the law. 18He says to him, Which? And Jesus said, Do not put
anyone to death, Do not be untrue in married life, Do not take what is not yours, Do not
give falsewitness, 19Give honour to your father and yourmother: and, Have love for your
neighbour as for yourself. 20The youngman says to him, All these things have I done: what
more is there? 21 Jesus said to him, If you have a desire to be complete, go, get money for
your property, and give it to the poor, and youwill have wealth in heaven: and come after
me. 22 But hearing these words the young man went away sorrowing: for he had much
property. 23And Jesus said to his disciples, Truly I say to you, It is hard for amanwithmuch
money to go into the kingdom of heaven. 24And again I say to you, It is simpler for a camel
to go through a needle's eye, than for a man with much money to go into the kingdom of
God. 25And the disciples, hearing this, were greatly surprised, saying,Who thenmay have
salvation? 26And Jesus, looking at them, said, With men this is not possible; but with God
all things are possible. 27 Then Peter said to him, See, we have given up everything and



Matthew 19:28 667 Matthew 21:7

have come after you; what then will we have? 28And Jesus said to them, Truly I say to you
that in the timewhenall things aremadenew, and the Sonofman is seated inhis glory, you
who have come aftermewill be seated on twelve seats, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.
29And everyone who has given up houses, or brothers, or sisters, or father, or mother, or
child, or land, for my name, will be given a hundred times as much, and have eternal life.
30But a great number who are first will be last, and somewho are last will be first.

20
1 For the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a house, who went out early in the

morning to get workers into his vine-garden. 2Andwhen he hadmade an agreementwith
theworkmen for a penny aday, he sent them into his vine-garden. 3Andhewent out about
the third hour, and sawothers in themarket-place doing nothing; 4Andhe said to them, Go
into the vine-garden with the others, and whatever is right I will give you. And they went
to work. 5Again he went out about the sixth and the ninth hour, and did the same. 6And
about the eleventh hour he went out and saw others doing nothing; and he says to them,
Why are you here all the day doing nothing? 7They say to him, Because noman has given
us work. He says to them, Go in with the rest, into the vine-garden. 8And when evening
came, the lord of the vine-garden said to hismanager, Let theworkers come, and give them
their payment, from the last to thefirst. 9Andwhen thosemen camewhohad gone towork
at the eleventh hour, theywere given everyman a penny. 10Then thosewho camefirst had
the idea that theywould getmore; and they, like the rest, were given a penny. 11Andwhen
they got it, they made a protest against the master of the house, 12 Saying, These last have
done only one hour'swork, and youhavemade themequal to us, who have undergone the
hardwork of the day and the burning heat. 13But he in answer said to one of them, Friend,
I do you no wrong: did you not make an agreement with me for a penny? 14 Take what is
yours, and go away; it is my pleasure to give to this last, even as to you. 15Have I not the
right todoas seemsgood tome inmyhouse? or isyoureyeevil, because Iamgood? 16So the
lastwill be first, and the first last. 17Andwhen Jesuswas going up to Jerusalem, he took the
twelve disciples on one side, and said to them, 18See, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of
manwill be given into the hands of the chief priests and scribes; and they will give orders
for him to be put to death, 19Andwill give himup to the Gentiles to bemade sport of and to
be whipped and to be put to death on the cross: and the third day he will come back again
from the dead. 20Then themother of the sons of Zebedee came to himwith her sons, giving
himworship andmaking a request of him. 21And he said to her, What is your desire? She
says to him, Let my two sons be seated, the one at your right hand, and the other at your
left, in your kingdom. 22But Jesus made answer and said, You have no idea what you are
requesting. Are you able to take of the cup which I am about to take? 23 They say to him,
We are able. He says to them, Truly, you will take of my cup: but to be seated at my right
hand and at my left is not for me to give, but it is for those for whommy Father has made
it ready. 24Andwhen it came to the ears of the ten, theywere angrywith the two brothers.
25 But Jesus said to them, You see that the rulers of the Gentiles are lords over them, and
their great ones have authority over them. 26Let it not be so among you: but if anyone has
a desire to become great among you, let him be your servant; 27Andwhoever has a desire
to be first among you, let him take the lowest place: 28Even as the Son ofman did not come
to have servants, but to be a servant, and to give his life for the salvation of men. 29And
when they were going out from Jericho, a great number went after him. 30And two blind
men seated by the wayside, when they had the news that Jesus was going by, gave a loud
cry, saying, Lord, Son of David, havemercy on us. 31And the people gave themorders to be
quiet; but they went on crying even louder, Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us. 32And
Jesus, stopping, sent for them, and said,Whatwould you haveme do to you? 33They say to
him, Lord, that our eyes may be open. 34And Jesus, being moved with pity, put his fingers
on their eyes: and straight away they were able to see, and went after him.

21
1And when they were near Jerusalem, and had come to Beth-phage, to the Mountain of

Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2Saying to them, Go into the little town in front of you, and
straight away youwill see an asswith a cord round her neck, and a young onewith her; let
them loose and come with them to me. 3And if anyone says anything to you, you will say,
The Lord has need of them; and straight away he will send them. 4Now this took place so
that these words of the prophet might come true, 5 Say to the daughter of Zion, See, your
King comes to you, gentle and seated on an ass, and on a young ass. 6 And the disciples
went and did as Jesus had given them orders, 7And got the ass and the young one, and put
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their clothing on them, and he took his seat on it. 8 And all the people put their clothing
down in the way; and others got branches from the trees, and put them down in the way.
9And thosewhowent before him, and thosewho came after, gave loud cries, saying, Glory
to the Son of David: A blessing on him who comes in the name of the Lord: Glory in the
highest. 10Andwhenhe came into Jerusalem, all the townwasmoved, saying,Who is this?
11 And the people said, This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee. 12 And Jesus
went into the Temple and sent out all who were trading there, overturning the tables of
themoney-changers and the seats of those trading in doves. 13And he said to them, It is in
the Writings, My house is to be named a house of prayer, but you are making it a hole of
thieves. 14And the blind and the broken in body came to him in the Temple, and he made
themwell. 15But when the chief priests and the scribes saw the works of power which he
did, and the children crying out in the Temple, Glory to the son of David, they were angry
and said to him, 16Have you any idea what these are saying? And Jesus said to them, Yes:
have you not seen in the Writings, From the lips of children and babies at the breast you
have made your praise complete? 17 And he went away from them, and went out of the
town to Bethany, and was there for the night. 18Now in themorning when he was coming
back to the town, he had a desire for food. 19And seeing a fig-tree by thewayside, he came
to it, and saw nothing on it but leaves only; and he said to it, Let there be no fruit from
you from this time forward for ever. And straight away the fig-tree became dry and dead.
20Andwhen the disciples saw it they were surprised, saying, How did the fig-tree become
dry in so short a time? 21And Jesus in answer said to them, Truly I say to you, If you have
faith, without doubting, not onlymay youdowhat has beendone to the fig-tree, but even if
you say to thismountain, Be taken up and put into the sea, it will be done. 22And all things,
whatever you make request for in prayer, having faith, you will get. 23And when he had
come into the Temple, the chief priests and those in authority over the people came to him
while he was teaching, and said, By what authority do you do these things? and who gave
you this authority? 24And Jesus said to them in answer, I will put one question to you, and
if you give me the answer, I will say by what authority I do these things. 25 The baptism
of John, where did it come from? from heaven or from men? And they were reasoning
among themselves, saying, If we say, From heaven; he will say to us, Why then did you
not have faith in him? 26 But if we say, From men; we are in fear of the people, because
all take John to be a prophet. 27And they made answer and said, We have no idea. Then
he said to them, And I will not say to you by what authority I do these things. 28 But how
does it seem to you? Aman had two sons; and he came to the first, and said, Son, go and do
work today in the vine-garden. 29And he said in answer, I will not: but later, changing his
decision, he went. 30And he came to the second and said the same. And he made answer
and said, I go, sir: and went not. 31Which of the two did his father's pleasure? They say,
Thefirst. Jesus said to them, Truly I say to you, that tax-farmers and loosewomenare going
into the kingdom of God before you. 32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness,
and you had no faith in him, but the tax-farmers and the loose women had faith in him:
and you, when you saw it, did not even have regret for your sins, so as to have faith in him.
33Give ear to another story. Amaster of a housemade a vine garden, and put awall round
it, and made a place for crushing out the wine, and made a tower, and let it out to field-
workers, and went into another country. 34And when the time for the fruit came near, he
sent his servants to the workmen, to get the fruit. 35And the workmenmade an attack on
his servants, giving blows to one, putting another to death, and stoning another. 36Again,
he sent other servantsmore in number than thefirst: and they did the same to them. 37But
after that he sent his son to them, saying, They will have respect for my son. 38But when
the workmen saw the son, they said among themselves, This is he whowill one day be the
owner of the property; come, let us put him to death and take his heritage. 39 And they
took himand, driving himout of the vine-garden, put him to death. 40When, then, the lord
of the vine-garden comes, what will he do to those workmen? 41 They say to him, He will
put those cruel men to a cruel death, and will let out the vine-garden to other workmen,
whowill give him the fruit when it is ready. 42 Jesus says to them, Did you never see in the
Writings, The stone which the builders put on one side, the same has beenmade the chief
stone of the building: this was the Lord's doing, and it is a wonder in our eyes? 43 For this
reason I say to you, The kingdom of Godwill be taken away from you, and will be given to
a nation producing the fruits of it. 44Any man falling on this stone will be broken, but he
on whom it comes down will be crushed to dust. 45And when his stories came to the ears
of the chief priests and the Pharisees, they saw that he was talking of them. 46And though
they had a desire to take him, theywere in fear of the people, because in their eyes hewas
a prophet.
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22
1 And Jesus, talking to them again in stories, said: 2 The kingdom of heaven is like a

certain king,whomade a feastwhenhis sonwasmarried, 3And sent out his servants to get
in the guests to the feast: and theywouldnot come. 4Againhe sent out other servants, with
orders to say to theguests, See, I havemadereadymyfeast: myoxenandmyfatbeastshave
been put to death, and all things are ready: come to the feast. 5But they gave no attention,
and went about their business, one to his farm, another to his trade: 6 And the rest put
violent hands on his servants, and did evil to them, and put them to death. 7But the king
was angry; and he sent his armies, and those who had put his servants to death he gave to
destruction, burning down their townwith fire. 8Then he said to his servants, The feast is
ready but the guests were not good enough. 9Go then to the cross-roads, and get all those
whom you see to come to the bride-feast. 10And those servants went out into the streets,
and got together all those whom they came across, bad and good: and the feast was full of
guests. 11Butwhen the king came in to see the guests, he saw there amanwhohadnot on a
guest's robe; 12Andhe says tohim, Friend, howcameyou inherenot having a guest's robe?
And he had nothing to say. 13Then the king said to the servants, Put cords round his hands
and feet and put him out into the dark; there will be weeping and cries of sorrow. 14 For
out of all towhom the good news has come, only a small numberwill get salvation. 15Then
the Phariseeswent and had ameeting to see how theymightmake use of his words to take
him. 16And they sent to him their disciples, with theHerodians, saying,Master, we see that
you are true, and that you are teaching the true way of God, and have no fear of anyone,
because you have no respect for a man's position. 17Give us, then, your opinion of this: Is
it right to give tax to Caesar, or not? 18But Jesus saw their trick and said, Oh false ones, why
are youattempting to putme in thewrong? 19Letme see the taxmoney. And they gavehim
a penny. 20And he said to them, Whose is this image and name on it? 21 They say to him,
Caesar's. Thenhe said to them, Give to Caesar the thingswhich are Caesar's, and toGod the
things which are God's. 22And hearing it, they were full of wonder, and went away from
him. 23On the same day there came to him the Sadducees, who say that there is no coming
back from the dead: and they put a question to him, saying, 24Master, Moses said, If aman,
at the timeofhis death, hasno children, let his brother takehiswife, andget a family forhis
brother; 25Now there were among us seven brothers; and the first wasmarried and at his
death, having no seed, gave his wife to his brother; 26 In the same way the second and the
third, up to the seventh. 27And last of all the woman came to her end. 28When they come
back from the dead, then, whose wife will she be of the seven? because they all had her.
29But Jesus said to them in answer, You are in error, not having knowledge of theWritings,
or of the power of God. 30For when they come back from the dead there are no husbands
and wives, but they are as the angels in heaven. 31But about the dead coming back to life,
have you no knowledge of what was said to you by God in theWritings: 32 I am the God of
Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? God is not the God of the dead but of
the living. 33And the people hearing it were surprised at his teaching. 34But the Pharisees,
hearing how themouths of the Sadducees had been stopped, came together; 35And one of
them, a teacher of the law, put a question to him, testing him, and saying, 36Master, which
is the chief rule in the law? 37And he said to him, Have love for the Lord your Godwith all
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. 38This is the first and greatest
rule. 39Anda second like it is this, Have love for your neighbour as for yourself. 40On these
two rules all the lawand the prophets are based. 41Nowwhile the Phariseeswere together,
Jesus put a question to them, saying, 42What is your opinion of the Christ? whose son is he?
They say to him, The Son of David. 43He says to them, How then does David in the Spirit
give him the name of Lord, saying, 44The Lord said tomy Lord, Be seated atmy right hand,
till I put under your feet all thosewho are against you? 45 If David then gives him the name
of Lord, how is he his son? 46And no onewas able to give him an answer, and so great was
their fear of him, that from that day no one put anymore questions to him.

23
1Then Jesus said to the people and to his disciples: 2The scribes and the Pharisees have

the authority of Moses; 3All things, then, which they give you orders to do, these do and
keep: but do not take their works as your example, for they say and do not. 4 They make
hard laws and put great weights onmen's backs; but they themselves will not put a finger
to them. 5 But all their works they do so as to be seen by men: for they make wide their
phylacteries, and the edges of their robes, 6 And the things desired by them are the first
places at feasts, and the chief seats in the Synagogues, 7Andwords of respect in themarket-
places, and to be named by men, Teacher. 8 But you may not be named Teacher: for one
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is your teacher, and you are all brothers. 9And give no man the name of father on earth:
becauseone isyourFather,who is inheaven. 10Andyoumaynotbenamedguides: because
one is your Guide, even Christ. 11 But let the greatest among you be your servant. 12And
whoever makes himself high will be made low, and whoever makes himself low will be
made high. 13 But a curse is on you, scribes and Pharisees, false ones! because you are
shutting the kingdom of heaven against men: for you do not go in yourselves, and those
who are going in, you keep back. 14 [] 15A curse is on you, scribes and Pharisees, false ones!
for you go about land and sea to get one disciple and, having him, you make him twice as
much a son of hell as yourselves. 16A curse is on you, blind guides, who say,Whoever takes
an oath by the Temple, it is nothing; but whoever takes an oath by the gold of the Temple,
he is responsible. 17 You foolish ones and blind: which is greater, the gold, or the Temple
which makes the gold holy? 18And, Whoever takes an oath by the altar, it is nothing; but
whoever takes an oath by the offering which is on it, he is responsible. 19 You blind ones:
which is greater, the offering, or the altar whichmakes the offering holy? 20He, then, who
takes an oath by the altar, takes it by the altar and by all things on it. 21And he who takes
an oath by the Temple, takes it by the Temple and by himwhose house it is. 22And he who
takes an oath by heaven, takes it by the seat of God, and by him who is seated on it. 23A
curse is on you, scribes and Pharisees, false ones! for you make men give a tenth of all
sorts of sweet-smelling plants, but you give no thought to themore important things of the
law, righteousness, and mercy, and faith; but it is right for you to do these, and not to let
the others be undone. 24You blind guides, who take out a fly from your drink, butmake no
trouble over a camel. 25A curse is on you, scribes and Pharisees, false ones! for youmake
clean the outside of the cup and of the plate, but inside they are full of violent behaviour
and uncontrolled desire. 26 You blind Pharisee, first make clean the inside of the cup and
of the plate, so that the outsidemay become equally clean. 27A curse is on you, scribes and
Pharisees, false ones! for youare like the resting-places of thedead,whicharemadewhite,
andseembeautiful on theoutside, but insideare full ofdeadmen'sbonesandofall unclean
things. 28Even so you seem to men to be full of righteousness, but inside you are all false
and full of wrongdoing. 29 A curse is on you, scribes and Pharisees, false ones! because
you put up buildings for housing the dead bodies of the prophets, and make fair the last
resting-places of good men, and say, 30 If we had been living in the days of our fathers,
we would not have taken part with them in the blood of the prophets. 31 So that you are
witnesses against yourselves that you are the sons of those who put the prophets to death.
32Make full, then, themeasure of your fathers. 33You snakes, offspring of snakes, howwill
you be kept from the punishment of hell? 34For this reason, I send you prophets, andwise
men, and scribes: some of them you will put to death and put on the cross, and to some of
them you will give blows in your Synagogues, driving them from town to town; 35 So that
onyoumay comeall the bloodof theupright on the earth, from thebloodof uprightAbel to
the blood of Zachariah, son of Barachiah, whom you put to death between the Temple and
the altar. 36Truly I say to you, All these thingswill come on this generation. 37O Jerusalem,
Jerusalem, putting to death the prophets, and stoning thosewho are sent to her! Again and
againwould I have taken your children tomyself as a bird takes her young ones under her
wings, and youwould not! 38See, your house ismadewaste. 39For I say to you, Youwill not
see me from this time till you say, A blessing on himwho comes in the name of the Lord.

24
1And Jesuswentoutof theTemple, andon thewayhisdisciples came tohim, pointingout

the buildings of the Temple. 2But he, answering, said to them, See you not all these things?
truly I say to you that here there will not be one stone resting on another, which will not
be pulled down. 3And while he was seated on the Mountain of Olives, the disciples came
to him privately, saying, Make clear to us, when will these things be? and what will be the
sign of your coming and of the end of the world? 4And Jesus said to them in answer, Take
care that you are not tricked. 5 For people will come in my name, saying, I am the Christ;
and anumberwill be turned from the trueway through them. 6Andnewswill come to you
ofwars and talk ofwars: donot be troubled, for these things have to be; but it is still not the
end. 7 For nation will be moved against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and men
will bewithout food, and the earthwill be shaking in different places; 8But all these things
are the first of the troubles. 9Then theywill be cruel to you, andwill put you to death: and
you will be hated by all nations because of my name. 10 And numbers of people will be
turned from the right way, and will give one another up and have hate for one another.
11 And a number of false prophets will come, causing error. 12 And because wrongdoing
will be increased, the love of most people will become cold. 13But he who goes through to
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the end will get salvation. 14And this good news of the kingdom will be given through all
the world for a witness to all nations; and then the end will come. 15When, then, you see
in the holy place the unclean thing whichmakes destruction, of which word was given by
Daniel the prophet (let this be clear to the reader), 16 Then let those who are in Judaea go
in flight to themountains: 17Let not himwho is on the house-top go down to take anything
out of his house: 18And let not himwho is in the field go back to get his coat. 19But it will be
hard for women who are with child and for those with babies at the breast in those days.
20And say a prayer that your flight may not be in the winter, or on a Sabbath. 21 Because
in those days there will be great sorrow, such as there has not been from the start of the
world till now, or ever will be. 22And if those days had not been made short there would
have been no salvation for any, but because of the saints those days will be made short.
23Then if anyman says to you, See, here is the Christ, or, Here; donot put faith inhim; 24For
there will come up false Christs, and false prophets, who will do great signs and wonders;
so that if possible even the saintsmight be tricked. 25See, I havemade it clear to youbefore
it comes about. 26 If, then, they say to you, See, he is in the waste land; go not out: See, he
is in the inner rooms; put no faith in it. 27 Because as in a thunderstorm the bright light
coming from the east is seen even in the west; so will be the coming of the Son of man.
28Wherever the dead body is, there will the eagles come together. 29 But straight away,
after the trouble of those days, the sun will be made dark and the moon will not give her
light and the stars will come down from heaven and the powers of heaven will be moved:
30And then the sign of the Sonofmanwill be seen inheaven: and thenall thenations of the
earth will have sorrow, and they will see the Son of man coming on the clouds of heaven
with power and great glory. 31Andhewill send out his angelswith a great sound of a horn,
and they will get his saints together from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the
other. 32Now take an example from the fig-tree: when her branch has become soft and
puts out its leaves, you are certain that the summer is near; 33 Even so, when you see all
these things, youmay be certain that he is near, even at the doors. 34Truly I say to you, This
generation will not come to an end till all these things are complete. 35Heaven and earth
will come to an end, but my words will not come to an end. 36But of that day and hour no
one has knowledge, not even the angels in heaven, or the Son, but the Father only. 37And
as were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of man. 38Because as in those
days before the overflowing of thewaters, theywere feasting and takingwives and getting
married, till the day when Noah went into the ark, 39And they had no care till the waters
came and took them all away; so will be the coming of the Son of man. 40 Then two men
will be in the field; one is taken, and one let go; 41Two women will be crushing grain; one
is taken, and one let go. 42Bewatching, then! for youhave no knowledge onwhat day your
Lordwill come. 43But be certain of this, that if themaster of the house had had knowledge
of the timewhen the thief was coming, hewould have beenwatching, andwould not have
let his house be broken into. 44Be ready then; for at a time which you have no thought of
the Son ofmanwill come. 45Who is the true andwise servant, whomhis lord has put over
those in his house, to give them their food at the right time? 46A blessing on that servant,
whowill be doing so when his lord comes. 47Truly, I say to you, he will put him over all he
has. 48But if that evil servant says in his heart, My lord is a long time in coming; 49And is
cruel to the other servants, taking his pleasure with those who are overcome with wine;
50The lord of that servantwill come in a daywhenhe is not looking for him, and in anhour
of which he has no knowledge, 51Andwill have him cut in two, andwill give him a part in
the fate of the false ones: there will be weeping and cries of sorrow.

25
1Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins, the friends of the bride, who took

their lights, and went out with the purpose of meeting the husband. 2 And five of them
were foolish, and five were wise. 3 For the foolish, when they took their lights, took no oil
with them. 4But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lights. 5Now the husbandwas
a long time in coming, and they all went to sleep. 6But in the middle of the night there is
a cry, The husband comes! Go out to him. 7Then all those virgins got up, and made ready
their lights. 8And the foolish said to the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lights are going
out. 9But thewisemade answer, saying, Theremay not be enough for us and you; it would
be better for you to go to the traders and get oil for yourselves. 10And while they went to
get oil, the master came; and those who were ready went in with him to the feast: and the
door was shut. 11After that the other virgins came, saying, Lord, Lord, let us in. 12But he
made answer and said, Truly I say to you, I have no knowledge of you. 13Keepwatch, then,
because you are not certain of the day or of the hour. 14 For it is as when a man, about to
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take a journey, got his servants together, and gave themhis property. 15And to one he gave
five talents, to another two, to another one; to everyone as he was able; and he went on
his journey. 16 Straight away he who had been given the five talents went and did trade
with them, andmade fivemore. 17 In the sameway hewho had been given the two got two
more. 18 But he who was given the one went away and put it in a hole in the earth, and
kept his lord's money in a secret place. 19Now after a long time the lord of those servants
comes, andmakes up his account with them. 20And hewho had the five talents camewith
his other five talents, saying, Lord, you gave into my care five talents: see, I have got five
more. 21His lord said to him, Well done, good and true servant: you have been true in a
small thing, I will give you control over great things: take your part in the joy of your lord.
22And hewho had the two talents came and said, Lord, you gave intomy care two talents:
see, I have got two more. 23His lord said to him, Well done, good and true servant: you
have been true in a small thing, I will give you control over great things: take your part
in the joy of your lord. 24And he who had had the one talent came and said, Lord, I had
knowledge that you are a hard man, getting in grain where you have not put seed, and
making profits forwhich you have done nowork: 25And Iwas in fear, andwent away, and
put your talent in the earth: here is what is yours. 26 But his lord in answer said to him,
You are a bad and unready servant; if you had knowledge that I get in grain where I did
not put seed, and make profits for which I have done no work, 27Why, then, did you not
put my money in the bank, and at my coming I would have got back what is mine with
interest? 28Take away, then, his talent and give it to him who has the ten talents. 29 For to
everyone who has will be given, and he will have more: but from him who has not, even
what he haswill be taken away. 30Andput out the servantwho is of no profit into the outer
dark: there will be weeping and cries of sorrow. 31But when the Son of man comes in his
glory, and all the angels with him, thenwill he be seated in his glory: 32And before him all
the nations will come together; and theywill be parted one from another, as the sheep are
parted from the goats by the keeper. 33And hewill put the sheep on his right, but the goats
on the left. 34Thenwill the King say to those on his right, Come, youwho have the blessing
of my Father, into the kingdom made ready for you before the world was: 35 For I was in
need of food, and you gave it to me: I was in need of drink, and you gave it to me: I was
wandering, and you tookme in; 36 I had no clothing, and you gave it to me: when I was ill,
or in prison, you came to me. 37 Then will the upright make answer to him, saying, Lord,
when did we see you in need of food, and give it to you? or in need of drink, and give it to
you? 38And when did we see you wandering, and take you in? or without clothing, and
give it to you? 39And when did we see you ill, or in prison, and come to you? 40And the
King will make answer and say to them, Truly I say to you, Because you did it to the least
of these my brothers, you did it to me. 41Then will he say to those on the left, Go fromme,
you cursed ones, into the eternal fire which is ready for the Evil One and his angels: 42For
I was in need of food, and you gave it not to me; I was in need of drink, and you gave it not
to me: 43 I was wandering, and you took me not in; without clothing, and you gave me no
clothing; ill, and in prison, and you came not tome. 44Thenwill theymake answer, saying,
Lord, when did we see you in need of food or drink, or wandering, or without clothing, or
ill, or in prison, and did not take care of you? 45Thenwill hemake answer to them, saying,
Truly I say to you, Because you did it not to the least of these, you did it not to me. 46And
these will go away into eternal punishment; but the upright into eternal life.

26
1And when Jesus had come to the end of all these words, he said to his disciples, 2After

two days is the Passover, and the Son of man will be given up to the death of the cross.
3Then the chief priests and the rulers of the people came together in the house of the high
priest, who was named Caiaphas. 4And they made designs together to take Jesus by some
trick, and put him to death. 5 But they said, Not while the feast is going on, for fear of
trouble among the people. 6Now when Jesus was in Bethany in the house of Simon the
leper, 7There came to him awoman having a bottle of perfume of great price, and she put
the perfume on his head when he was seated at table. 8But when the disciples saw it they
were angry, saying, To what purpose is this waste? 9 For we might have got much money
for this and given it to the poor. 10But Jesus, seeing it, said to them,Why are you troubling
the woman? she has done a kind act to me. 11 For the poor you have ever with you, but
me you have not for ever. 12For in putting this perfume onmy body, she did it to makeme
ready for my last resting-place. 13Truly I say to you, Wherever this good news goes out in
all the world, what this woman has done will be talked of in memory of her. 14 Then one
of the twelve, who was named Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests and said, 15What
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will you give me, if I give him up to you? And the price was fixed at thirty bits of silver.
16And from that time he was watching for a chance to give him into their hands. 17Now
on the first day of unleavened bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, Where are we to
make ready for you to take the Passover meal? 18And he said to them, Go into the town to
such a man, and say to him, The Master says, My time is near: I will keep the Passover at
your house with my disciples. 19And the disciples did as Jesus had said to them; and they
made ready the Passover. 20Nowwhen evening was come, he was seated at table with the
twelve disciples; 21 And while they were taking food, he said, Truly I say to you that one
of you will be false to me. 22And they were very said, and said to him, one by one, Is it I,
Lord? 23And he made answer and said, He who puts his hand into the plate with me, the
same will be false to me. 24 The Son of man goes, even as the Writings say of him: but a
curse is on that man through whom the Son of man is given up; it would have been well
for thatman if he hadnever come into theworld. 25And Judas, whowas false to him,made
answer and said, Is it I, Master? He says to him, Yes. 26And when they were taking food,
Jesus took bread and, after blessing it, he gave the broken bread to the disciples and said,
Take it; this is my body. 27And he took a cup and, having given praise, he gave it to them,
saying, 28Take of it, all of you, for this is my blood of the testament, which is given formen
for the forgiveness of sins. 29But I say to you that from now I will not take of this fruit of
the vine, till that day when I take it new with you in my Father's kingdom. 30And after a
song of praise to God, they went out to the Mountain of Olives. 31Then said Jesus to them,
All of youwill be turned away fromme this night: for it is said in theWritings, I will put to
death the keeper of the sheep, and the sheep of the flock will be put to flight. 32But after I
am come back from the dead, I will go before you into Galilee. 33But Peter made answer
and said to him, Though all may be turned away from you, I will never be turned away.
34 Jesus said to him, Truly I say to you that this night, before the hour of the cock's cry, you
will say three times that you have no knowledge of me. 35 Peter says to him, Even if I am
put to deathwith you, Iwill not be false to you. So said all the disciples. 36Then comes Jesus
with them to a place named Gethsemane, and says to his disciples, Be seated here, while I
go over there for prayer. 37And he took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and
became sad and very troubled. 38Then says he to them,My soul is very sad, even to death:
keep watch with me here. 39And he went forward a little, and falling down on his face in
prayer, he said, OmyFather, if it is possible, let this cup go fromme; but let notmypleasure,
but yours be done. 40And he comes to the disciples, and sees that they are sleeping, and
says to Peter, What, were you not able to keep watch with me one hour? 41 Keep watch
with prayer, so that you may not be put to the test: the spirit truly is ready, but the flesh
is feeble. 42 Again, a second time he went away, and said in prayer, O my Father, if this
may not go frommewithoutmy taking it, let your pleasure be done. 43And he came again
and saw them sleeping, for their eyes were tired. 44And he went away from them again,
and a third time said the same prayer. 45Then he comes to the disciples; and says to them,
Go on sleeping now, and take your rest: for the hour is come, and the Son of man is given
into the hands of evil men. 46Up, let us be going: see, he who gives me up is near. 47And
while hewas still talking, Judas, one of the twelve, came, andwith him a band armedwith
swords and sticks, from the chief priests and those in authority over the people. 48Now the
false one had given them a sign saying, The one to whom I give a kiss, that is he: take him.
49And straight away he came to Jesus and said, Master! and gave him a kiss. 50And Jesus
said to him, Friend, do that for which you have come. Then they came and put hands on
Jesus, and tookhim. 51Andoneof thosewhowerewith Jesus put out his hand, and took out
his sword and gave the servant of the high priest a blow, cutting off his ear. 52 Then says
Jesus to him, Put up your sword again into its place: for all those who take the sword will
come to death by the sword. 53Does it not seempossible to you that if Imake request tomy
Father he will even now send me an army of angels? 54But how then would the Writings
come true, which say that so it has to be? 55 In that hour Jesus said to the people, Have you
come out as against a thief with swords and sticks to takeme? I was teaching every day in
the Temple and you took me not. 56But all this has taken place so that the writings of the
prophetsmight come true. Then all his discipleswent fromhim in flight. 57And thosewho
had made Jesus prisoner took him away to the house of Caiaphas, the high priest, where
the scribes and those in authority over the people had come together. 58 But Peter went
after him at a distance, to the house of the high priest, and went in and took his seat with
the servants, to see the end. 59Now the chief priests and all the Sanhedrinwere looking for
false witness against Jesus, so that they might put him to death; 60And they were not able
to get it, though a number of false witnesses came. 61 But later there came two who said,
This man said, I am able to give the Temple of God to destruction, and to put it up again in
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three days. 62And the high priest got up and said to him, Have you no answer? what is it
which these say against you? 63But Jesus said not a word. And the high priest said to him,
I put you on oath, by the living God, that you will say to us if you are the Christ, the Son of
God. 64 Jesus says to him, You say so: but I say to you, From now you will see the Son of
man seated at the right hand of power, and coming on the clouds of heaven. 65 Then the
high priest, violently parting his robes, said, He has said evil against God: whatmore need
have we of witnesses? for now his words against God have come to your ears: 66What is
your opinion? They made answer and said, It is right for him to be put to death. 67 Then
they put shame on him, and were cruel to him: and some gave him blows, saying, 68 Be
a prophet, O Christ, and say who gave you a blow! 69Now Peter was seated in the open
square outside the house: and a servant-girl came to him, saying, You were with Jesus the
Galilaean. 70 But he said before them all that it was false, saying, I have no knowledge of
what you say. 71And when he had gone out into the doorway, another saw him and says
to thosewhowere there, Thismanwaswith Jesus the Nazarene. 72And again he saidwith
an oath, I have no knowledge of the man. 73 And after a little time those who were near
came and said to Peter, Truly you are one of them; because your talk is witness against
you. 74Then with curses and oaths he said, I have no knowledge of the man. And straight
away there came the cry of a cock. 75And the word of Jesus came back to Peter, when he
said, Before the hour of the cock's cry, youwill say three times that you have no knowledge
of me. And he went out, weeping bitterly.

27
1 Now when it was morning, all the chief priests and those in authority took thought

together with the purpose of putting Jesus to death. 2And they put cords on him and took
him away, and gave him up to Pilate, the ruler. 3Then Judas, who was false to him, seeing
that he was to be put to death, in his regret took back the thirty bits of silver to the chief
priests and those in authority, 4 Saying, I have done wrong in giving into your hands an
upright man. But they said, What is that to us? it is your business. 5And he put down the
silver in the Temple and went out, and put himself to death by hanging. 6 And the chief
priests took the silver and said, It is not right to put it in the Temple store for it is the price
of blood. 7And they made a decision to get with the silver the potter's field, as a place for
the dead of other countries. 8 For this cause that field was named, The field of blood, to
this day. 9 Then came true that which was said by Jeremiah the prophet, And they took
the thirty bits of silver, the price of him who was valued by the children of Israel; 10And
they gave them for the potter's field, as I had word from the Lord. 11And Jesus was before
the ruler, who put a question to him, Are you the King of the Jews? And Jesus said to him,
You say so. 12 But when the chief priests and those in authority made statements against
him, he gave no answer. 13Then says Pilate to him, Do you give no attention to what their
witnesses say against you? 14 And he gave him no answer, not even a word: so that the
rulerwas greatly surprised. 15Nowat the feast it was theway for the ruler to let free to the
people one prisoner, at their selection. 16And they had then an important prisoner, whose
name was Barabbas. 17 So when they came together, Pilate said to them, Whom will you
have? Barabbas, or Jesus, who is named Christ? 18For he saw that for envy they had given
him up. 19Andwhile he was on the judge's seat, his wife sent to him, saying, Have nothing
to do with that upright man, for I have had much trouble this day in a dream because of
him. 20 Now the chief priests and those in authority got the people to make request for
Barabbas, and for Jesus to be put to death. 21But the ruler made answer and said to them,
Which of the two is it your pleasure that I let go free? And they said, Barabbas. 22 Pilate
says to them,What, then, am I to dowith Jesus, who is named Christ? They all say, Let him
beput to death on the cross. 23Andhe said,Why,what evil has he done? But they gave loud
cries, saying, To the cross with him! 24 So when Pilate saw that he was able to do nothing,
but that trouble wasworking up, he tookwater and, washing his hands before the people,
said, The blood of this upright man is not onmy hands: you are responsible. 25And all the
people made answer and said, Let his blood be on us, and on our children. 26 Then he let
Barabbas go free: but after having Jesus whipped, he gave him up to be put to death on
the cross. 27Then the ruler's armed men took Jesus into the open square, and got all their
band together. 28 And they took off his clothing, and put on him a red robe. 29 And they
made a crown of thorns and put it on his head, and put a rod in his right hand, and they
went down on their knees before him, andmade sport of him, saying, Long life to the King
of the Jews. 30And they put shame on him, and gave him blows on the head with the rod.
31And when they had made sport of him, they took the robe off him, and put his clothing
on him, and took him away to put him on the cross. 32And while they were coming out,
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they saw a man of Cyrene, Simon by name, and they made him go with them, so that he
might take up his cross. 33 And when they came to the place named Golgotha, that is to
say, DeadMan's Head, 34They gave himwine mixed with bitter drink: and after tasting it,
he took no more. 35 And when they had put him on the cross, they made division of his
clothing among them by the decision of chance. 36And they were seated there watching
him. 37And they put up over his head the statement of his crime in writing, THIS IS JESUS
THEKINGOFTHE JEWS. 38Then two thieveswereput on crosseswithhim, oneon the right
and one on the left. 39And thosewhowent by said bitterwords to him, shaking their heads
and saying, 40 You who would give the Temple to destruction and put it up again in three
days, get yourself free: if you are the Son of God, come down from the cross. 41 In the same
way, the chief priests, making sport of him, with the scribes and those in authority, said,
42 A saviour of others, he has no salvation for himself. If he is the King of Israel, let him
now come down from the cross, and we will have faith in him. 43He put his faith in God;
let God be his saviour now, if he will have him; for he said, I am the Son of God. 44 And
the thieves who were on the crosses said evil words to him. 45Now from the sixth hour
it was dark over all the land till the ninth hour. 46And about the ninth hour Jesus gave a
loud cry, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is, My God, my God, why are you turned
away fromme? 47And some of thosewhowere near by, hearing it, said, Thisman is crying
to Elijah. 48And straight away one of them went quickly, and took a sponge, and made it
full of bitter wine, and put it on a rod and gave him drink. 49 And the rest said, Let him
be; let us see if Elijah will come to his help. 50And Jesus gave another loud cry, and gave
up his spirit. 51 And the curtain of the Temple was parted in two from end to end; and
therewas an earth-shock; and the rockswere broken; 52And the resting-places of the dead
cameopen; and the bodies of a number of sleeping saints came to life; 53And coming out of
their resting-places, after he had come again from the dead, they went into the holy town
and were seen by a number of people. 54Now the captain and those who were with him
watching Jesus, when they saw the earth-shock and the things which were done, were in
great fear and said, Truly this was a son of God. 55And a number of women were there,
watching from a distance, who had come with Jesus from Galilee, waiting on his needs.
56Among whom was Mary Magdalene, and Mary, the mother of James and Joses, and the
mother of the sons of Zebedee. 57 And in the evening, there came a man of wealth from
Arimathaea, Joseph by name, who was a disciple of Jesus: 58 This man went in to Pilate,
andmade a request for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate gave orders for it to be given to him.
59And Joseph took thebody, folding it in clean linen, 60Andput it in the resting-placewhich
had been cut out of the rock for himself; and after rolling a great stone to the door of it he
went away. 61And Mary Magdalene was there, and the other Mary, seated by the place of
the dead. 62Now on the day after the getting ready of the Passover, the chief priests and
Pharisees came together to Pilate, 63 Saying, Sir, we have in mind how that false man said,
while he was still living, After three days I will come again from the dead. 64Give orders,
then, that the place where his body is may be made safe till the third day, for fear that his
disciples come and take him away secretly and say to the people, He has come back from
the dead: and the last error will be worse than the first. 65 Pilate said to them, You have
watchmen; go andmake it as safe as you are able. 66So theywent, andmade safe the place
where his body was, putting a stamp on the stone, and the watchmenwere with them.

28
1Now late on the Sabbath, when the dawn of the first day of the week was near, Mary

Magdalene and the otherMary came to see the place where his bodywas. 2And there was
a great earth-shock; for an angel of the Lord camedown fromheaven and, rolling back the
stone, took his seat on it. 3His formwas shining like the light, andhis clothingwaswhite as
snow: 4And for fear of him the watchmen were shaking, and became as dead men. 5And
the angel said to the women, Have no fear: for I see that you are searching for Jesus, who
was put to death on the cross. 6He is not here, for he has come to life again, even as he said.
Come, see the Lord's resting-place. 7 And go quickly and give his disciples the news that
he has come back from the dead, and is going before you into Galilee; there you will see
him, as I have said to you. 8And theywent away quickly, with fear and great joy, to give his
disciples the news. 9And on the way, Jesus came to them, saying, Be glad. And they came
and put their hands on his feet, and gave him worship. 10 Then said Jesus to them, Have
no fear: go and give word to my brothers to go into Galilee, and there they will see me.
11Now, while they were going, some of the watchmen came into the town and gave news
to the chief priests of all the things which had taken place. 12 And when they had come
together with those in authority, and had made their decision, they gave much money to
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thewatchmen, saying, 13Say, His disciples camebynight and tookhimaway secretlywhile
wewere sleeping. 14And if this comes to the ruler's ears, wewill see that he does notmake
you responsible. 15 So they took the money, and did as they had been ordered: and this
account has been current among the Jews till the present time. 16But the eleven disciples
went into Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had given them orders to go. 17And when
they saw him they gave himworship: but some were in doubt. 18And Jesus came to them
and said, All authority has been given tome in heaven and on earth. 19Go then, andmake
disciples of all the nations, giving them baptism in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit: 20 Teaching them to keep all the rules which I have given you: and
see, I am ever with you, even to the end of the world.
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The Good News According to
Mark

1Thefirstwords of the goodnews of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2Even as it is said in the
book of Isaiah the prophet, See, I send my servant before your face, who will make ready
yourway; 3Thevoiceof onecrying in thewaste land,Makeready thewayof theLord,make
his roads straight; 4 John came, and gavebaptism in thewaste land, preaching baptismas a
signof forgiveness of sin for thosewhoseheartswere changed. 5And therewent out tohim
all the people of Judaea, and all those of Jerusalem, and they were given baptism by him
in the river Jordan, saying that they were sinners. 6And John was clothed in camel's hair,
with a leather band about him; and his food was locusts and honey. 7And he said to them
all, There is one coming aftermewho is greater than I, whose shoes I am not good enough
to undo. 8 I have given you baptismwithwater, but hewill give you baptismwith the Holy
Spirit. 9And it cameabout in those days, that Jesus came fromNazareth ofGalilee, andwas
given baptism by John in the Jordan. 10And straight away, coming up out of the water, he
saw the heavens broken open and the Spirit coming down on him as a dove: 11And a voice
came out of heaven, You are my dearly loved Son, with whom I am well pleased. 12 And
straight away the Spirit sent him out into the waste land. 13And he was in the waste land
for forty days, being tested by Satan; and he was with the beasts; and the angels took care
of him. 14Now after John had been put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the
good news of God, 15And saying, The time has come, and the kingdom of God is near: let
your hearts be turned from sin and have faith in the good news. 16And going by the sea
of Galilee, he saw Simon, and Andrew, the brother of Simon, putting a net into the sea: for
theywere fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, Come afterme, and Iwillmake you fishers
of men. 18 And they went straight from their nets, and came after him. 19 And going on
a little farther, he saw James, the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who were in their
boat stitching up their nets. 20And he said, Come afterme: and theywent away from their
father Zebedee, who was in the boat with the servants, and came after him. 21And they
came to Capernaum; and on the Sabbath he went into the Synagogue and gave teaching.
22And theywere full ofwonder at his teaching, because he gave it as one having authority,
and not like the scribes. 23And therewas in their Synagogue amanwith an unclean spirit;
and he gave a cry, 24 Saying, What have we to do with you, Jesus of Nazareth? have you
come to put an end to us? I see well who you are, the Holy One of God. 25And Jesus said to
himsharply, Bequiet, andcomeoutofhim. 26Andtheuncleanspirit, shakinghimviolently,
and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. 27And they were all greatly surprised, so
that theyputquestions to oneanother, saying,What is this? anew teaching! withauthority
he gives orders even to the unclean spirits, and they do what he says. 28And news of him
went out quickly everywhere into all parts of Galilee round about. 29Andwhen they came
out of the Synagogue, theywent into thehouse of SimonandAndrew,with James and John.
30Now Simon's wife's mother was ill, with a burning heat; and they gave himword of her:
31Andhe cameand tookherby thehand, liftingherup; and shebecamewell, and took care
of their needs. 32And in the evening, at sundown, they took to him all who were diseased,
and those who had evil spirits. 33And all the town had come together at the door. 34And
a number, whowere ill with different diseases, hemade well, and sent out evil spirits; but
he did not let the evil spirits say anything, because they had knowledge of him. 35And in
themorning, a long time before daylight, he got up andwent out to a quiet place, and there
he gave himself up to prayer. 36And Simon and those who were with him came after him.
37And when they came up with him, they said to him, Everyone is looking for you. 38And
he said to them, Let us go to other parts into the nearest towns, so that I may give teaching
there, because for this purpose I came. 39And hewent into their Synagogues in every part
of Galilee, preaching and driving out evil spirits. 40 And a leper came to him and, going
down on his knees before him, made a request, saying, If it is your pleasure, you have the
power to makeme clean. 41And beingmoved with pity, he put out his hand, and touching
him said to him, It is my pleasure; be made clean. 42And straight away the disease went
from him, and he was made clean. 43And he sent him away, saying to him very sharply,
44See that you say nothing to anyman: but go and let the priest see you, andmake yourself
clean by an offering of the things ordered by Moses, for a witness to them. 45But he went
out, and made it public, giving an account of it everywhere, so that Jesus was no longer
able to go openly into a town, but was outside in the waste land; and they came to him
from every part.
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2
1And when he came into Capernaum again after some days, the news went about that

he was in the house. 2And a great number had come together, so that there was no longer
room for them, no, not even about the door: and he gave them teaching. 3And four men
came tohimwith one onabedwhohadnopower ofmoving. 4Andwhen theywereunable
to get near him because of all the people, they got the roof uncovered where he was: and
when it was broken up, they let down the bed on which the man was. 5And Jesus, seeing
their faith, said to him, Son, you have forgiveness for your sins. 6 But there were certain
of the scribes seated there, and reasoning in their hearts, 7Why does this man say such
things? he has no respect for God: fromwhom does forgiveness come but from God only?
8 And Jesus, having knowledge in his spirit of their thoughts, said to them, Why are you
reasoning about these things in your hearts? 9Which is the simpler, to say to amanwho is
ill, You have forgiveness for your sins, or, Get up, take up your bed, and go? 10But so that
youmay see that the Son ofman has authority for the forgiveness of sins on earth, (he said
to theman,) 11 I say to you, Get up, take up your bed, and go to your house. 12Andhe got up,
and straight away took up the bed and went out before them all, so that they were all full
of wonder, and gave glory to God, saying,We have never seen anything like this. 13And he
went out again by the seaside; and all the people came to him, and he gave them teaching.
14Andwhen he went by, he saw Levi, the son of Alphaeus, seated at the place where taxes
were taken, and he said to him, Come with me. And he got up, and went with him. 15And
it came about that he was seated at meat in his house, and a number of tax-farmers and
sinners were at table with Jesus and his disciples: for there were a great number of them,
and they came after him. 16And the scribes of the Pharisees, when they saw that he was
taking food with the tax-farmers and sinners, said to his disciples, Why does he take food
and drink with such men? 17And Jesus, hearing it, said to them, Those who are well have
no need of a medical man, but those who are ill: I have come not to get the upright but
sinners. 18And John's disciples and the Pharisees were taking no food: and they came and
said to him,Why do John's disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees gowithout food, but
your disciples do not? 19And Jesus said to them, Will the friends of a newly-married man
gowithout foodwhile he iswith them? as long as they have himwith them theywill not go
without food. 20But the days will come when the husband will be taken away from them,
and then they will go without food. 21No man puts a bit of new cloth on an old coat: or
the new, by pulling away from the old, makes a worse hole. 22And noman puts newwine
into old wine-skins: or the skins will be burst by the wine, and the wine and the skins will
be wasted: but new wine has to be put into new wine-skins. 23And it came about that on
the Sabbath day he was going through the grain-fields; and while they were walking, his
disciples took theheadsof grain. 24And thePharisees said tohim,Whyare theydoingwhat
it is not right to do on the Sabbath? 25Andhe said to them, Have you no knowledge ofwhat
David did, when he had need and was without food, he, and those who were with him?
26How he went into the house of God when Abiathar was high priest, and took for food
the holy bread, which only the priests may take, and gave it to those who were with him?
27And he said to them, The Sabbathwasmade forman, and notman for the Sabbath; 28So
that the Son of man is lord even of the Sabbath.

3
1 And he went again into the Synagogue; and there was a man there whose hand was

dead. 2And they were watching him to see if he wouldmake himwell on the Sabbath day,
so that theymight have something against him. 3And he said to theman, Get up and come
forward. 4And he said to them, Is it right to do good on the Sabbath or to do evil? to give
life or to put to death? But they said nothing. 5And looking round on them he was angry,
being sad because of their hard hearts; and he said to theman, Put out your hand. And he
put it out, and his hand was made well. 6And the Pharisees went out, and straight away
madedesignswith theHerodians about how theymight put him to death. 7And Jesuswent
away with his disciples to the sea, and a great number from Galilee came after him: and
from Judaea, 8And from Jerusalem, and from Idumaea, and the other side of Jordan, and
the country about Tyre and Sidon, a great number, hearingwhat great things he did, came
tohim. 9Andhemadea request to his disciples tohave a little boat ready forhim, so that he
might not be crushed by the people; 10 For he had made such a great number well that all
those who were diseased were falling down before him for the purpose of touching him.
11And the unclean spirits, whenever they sawhim,went downbefore him, crying out, and
saying, You are the Son of God. 12And he gave them special orders not to say who he was.
13And he went up into the mountain, and sent for those whom it was his pleasure to have
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with him: and they went to him. 14 And he took twelve to be with him, so that he might
send them out as preachers, 15 And give them the power of driving out evil spirits: 16 To
Simonhe gave the secondname of Peter; 17And to James, the son of Zebedee, and John, the
brother of James, he gave the second name of Boanerges, which is, Sons of thunder: 18And
Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas, and James, the son of
Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus, and Simon the Zealot; 19 And Judas Iscariot, who was false to
him. 20And he went into a house. And the people came together again, so that they were
not even able to take bread. 21And when his friends had news of it, they went out to get
him, saying, He is off his head. 22And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem, said,
He has Beelzebub, and, By the ruler of evil spirits he sends evil spirits out of men. 23And
turning to them, he said to them in the formof a story, How is it possible for Satan toput out
Satan? 24 If there is division in a kingdom, that kingdom will come to destruction; 25And
if there is division in a house, that house will come to destruction; 26And if Satan is at war
with himself, and there is division in him, he will not keep his place but will come to an
end. 27But no one is able to go into the house of the strongman and take his goods, without
first putting cords round the strong man, and then he will take his goods. 28Truly, I say to
you, The sons of menwill have forgiveness for all their sins and for all the evil words they
say: 29 But whoever says evil things against the Holy Spirit will never have forgiveness,
but the evil he has done will be with him for ever: 30Because they said, He has an unclean
spirit. 31Andhismother andbrothers cameandwere outside, and sent for him, requesting
to see him. 32And a great number were seated round him; and they said to him, See, your
mother and your brothers are outside looking for you. 33And he said in answer, Who are
my mother and my brothers? 34And looking round at those who were seated about him,
he said, See, mymother andmy brothers! 35Whoever does God's pleasure, the same ismy
brother, and sister, andmother.

4
1Andagainhewas teachingby the seaside. Andavery great number of people had come

to him, so that he got into a boat on the sea and took his seat; and all the people were on
the land by the seaside. 2And he gave them teaching about a number of things in the form
of stories, and said to them in his teaching, Give ear: 3A man went out to put seed in the
earth: 4Andwhile he was doing it, some was dropped by the wayside, and the birds came
and took it for food. 5And some went on the stones, where it had not much earth; and it
came up straight away, because the earth was not deep: 6And when the sun was high, it
was burned; and because it had no root, it became dry and dead. 7And somewent among
the thorns, and the thorns cameup, and it had no room for growth and gave no fruit. 8And
some, falling on good earth, gave fruit, coming up and increasing, and giving thirty, sixty,
and a hundred times as much. 9And he said to them, Whoever has ears, let him give ear.
10And when he was by himself, those who were round himwith the twelve put questions
to him about the purpose of the stories. 11And he said to them, To you is given the secret of
the kingdomofGod, but to thosewhoare outside, all things are given in the formof stories;
12So that seeing theymay see, and it will not be clear to them; and hearing it, they will not
get the sense; for fear that theymay be turned again tome and have forgiveness. 13Andhe
said to them, If you are not clear about this story, how will you be clear about the others?
14 The seed is the word. 15And these are they by the wayside, where the word is planted;
andwhen they have given ear, the Evil One comes straight away and takes away the word
which has been planted in them. 16And in the same way, these are they who are planted
on the stones, who, when the word has come to their ears, straight away take it with joy;
17 And they have no root in themselves, but go on for a time; then, when trouble comes
or pain, because of the word, they quickly become full of doubts. 18And others are those
planted among the thorns; these are theywho have given ear to theword, 19And the cares
of this life, and the deceits ofwealth, and the desire for other things coming in, put a stop to
the growth of theword, and it gives no fruit. 20And these are theywhowere planted on the
good earth; such as give ear to the word, and take it into their hearts, and give fruit, thirty
and sixty and a hundred times as much. 21And he said to them, When the light comes in,
do people put it under a vessel, or under the bed, and not on its table? 22There is nothing
covered which will not be seen openly, and nothing has been made secret which will not
come to light. 23 If anymanhas ears, let himgive ear. 24Andhe said to them, Take carewhat
yougive ear to: in the samemeasure as yougive youwill get, andmorewill be given to you.
25Hewho has, to himwill be given: and he who has not, from himwill be taken even that
which he has. 26And he said, Such is the kingdom of God, as if aman put seed in the earth,
27Andwent to sleep and got up, night and day, and the seed came to growth, thoughhe had
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no idea how. 28 The earth gives fruit by herself; first the leaf, then the head, then the full
grain. 29But when the grain is ready, he quickly sends men to get it cut, because the time
for cutting has come. 30And he said, What picture may we give of the kingdom of God, or
with what story may we make it clear? 31 It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when
it is put in the earth, is smaller than all the seeds on the earth, 32But when it is planted, it
comes up, and becomes taller than all the plants, and puts out great branches, so that the
birds of heaven are able to take rest in its shade. 33And with a number of such stories he
gave them his teaching, as theywere able to take it: 34Andwithout a story he said nothing
to them: but privately to his disciples he made all things clear. 35And on that day, when
the evening had come, he said to them, Let us go over to the other side. 36And going away
from the people, they took him with them, as he was, in the boat. And other boats were
with him. 37And a great storm of wind came up, and the waves came into the boat, so that
the boat was now becoming full. 38And he himself was in the back of the boat, sleeping on
the cushion: and they, awaking him, said, Master, is it nothing to you thatwe are in danger
of destruction? 39And he came out of his sleep, and gave strong orders to the wind, and
said to the sea, Peace, be at rest. And the wind went down, and there was a great calm.
40And he said to them, Why are you full of fear? have you still no faith? 41And their fear
was great, and they said one to another, Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea
do his orders?

5
1And theycame to theother sideof the sea, into the countryof theGerasenes. 2Andwhen

hehadgot out of theboat, straight away there came tohimfromtheplaceof thedeadaman
withanunclean spirit. 3Hewas living in theplaceof thedead: andnomanwasable tokeep
him down, no, not with a chain; 4Because he had frequently been prisoned in chains and
ironbands, and the chains hadbeenparted and thebands brokenbyhim: andnomanwas
strong enough to make him quiet. 5And all the time, by day and by night, in the place of
the dead, and in the mountains, he was crying out and cutting himself with stones. 6And
whenhe saw Jesus from far off, hewent quickly to himandgavehimworship; 7And crying
out with a loud voice he said,What have I to dowith you, Jesus, Son of theMost High God?
In God's name, do not be cruel to me. 8 For Jesus had said to him, Come out of the man,
you unclean spirit. 9And Jesus said, What is your name? And he made answer, My name
is Legion, because there are a great number of us. 10And he made strong prayers to him
not to send them away out of the country. 11Now on the mountain side there was a great
herd of pigs getting their food. 12 And they said to him, Send us into the pigs, so that we
may go into them. 13And he let them do it. And the unclean spirits came out andwent into
the pigs; and the herd went rushing down a sharp slope into the sea, about two thousand
of them; and they came to their death in the sea. 14And their keepers went running and
gaveanaccountof it in the townand in the country. Andpeople came to seewhathad taken
place. 15And they came to Jesus, and saw theman inwhomhadbeen the evil spirits seated,
clothedandwith full use of his senses, and theywere full of fear. 16And thosewhohad seen
it gave them an account of what had been done to himwho had the evil spirits, and of the
fate of the pigs. 17And they made a request to him to go out of their country. 18And when
he was getting into the boat, the man in whom had been the evil spirits had a great desire
to come with him. 19And he would not let him, but said to him, Go to your house, to your
friends, and give themnews of the great things the Lord has done for you, and howhe had
mercyonyou. 20Andhewent onhisway, andmadepublic in the countryofDecapoliswhat
great things Jesus had done for him: and all men were full of wonder. 21And when Jesus
had gone over again in the boat to the other side, a great number of people came to him:
and he was by the sea. 22 And one of the rulers of the Synagogue, Jairus by name, came,
and seeing him, went down at his feet, 23Andmade strong prayers to him, saying, My little
daughter is near to death: it is my prayer that youwill come and put your hands on her, so
that she may be made well, and have life. 24And he went with him; and a great number
of people went after him, and came round him. 25And a woman, who had had a flow of
blood for twelve years, 26And had undergone much at the hands of a number of medical
men, and had given all she had, and was no better, but even worse, 27When she had news
of the things which Jesus did, went among the people coming after him, and put her hand
on his robe. 28 For she said, If I may only put my hand on his robe, I will be made well.
29And straight away the fountain of her blood was stopped, and she had a feeling in her
body that her disease had gone and shewaswell. 30And straight away Jesuswas conscious
that power had gone out of him; and, turning to the people, he said,Whowas touchingmy
robe? 31 And his disciples said to him, You see the people round you on every side, and
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you say, Who was touching me? 32And on his looking round to see her who had done this
thing, 33Thewoman, shakingwith fear, conscious ofwhat had been done to her, came and,
falling on her face before him, gave him a true account of everything. 34Andhe said to her,
Daughter, your faith hasmade youwell; go in peace, and be free from your disease. 35And
while he was still talking, they came from the ruler of the Synagogue's house, saying, Your
daughter is dead: whyareyou still troubling theMaster? 36But Jesus, givingnoattention to
their words, said to the ruler of the Synagogue, Have no fear, only have faith. 37And he did
not let anyone comewith him, but Peter and James and John, the brother of James. 38And
they came to the house of the ruler of the Synagogue; and he saw people running this way
and that, andweeping and crying loudly. 39Andwhenhehad gone in, he said to them,Why
are youmaking such a noise andweeping? The child is not dead, but sleeping. 40And they
were laughing at him. But he, having sent them all out, took the father of the child and her
mother and those whowere with him, andwent in where the child was. 41And taking her
by the hand, he said to her, Talitha cumi, which is, My child, I say to you, Get up. 42And the
young girl got up straight away, and was walking about; she being twelve years old. And
they were overcome with wonder. 43And he gave them special orders that they were not
to say anything of this; and he said that some food was to be given to her.

6
1And he went away from there, and came into his country; and his disciples went with

him. 2 And when the Sabbath day had come, he was teaching in the Synagogue; and a
number of people hearing himwere surprised, saying, Fromwhere did thisman get these
things? and, What is the wisdom given to this man, and what are these works of power
done by his hands? 3 Is not this the woodworker, the son of Mary, and brother of James
and Joses and Judas and Simon? and are not his sisters herewith us? And theywere bitter
against him. 4 And Jesus said to them, A prophet is nowhere without honour, but in his
country, and among his relations, and in his family. 5And he was unable to do any work
of power there, but only to put his hands on one or two persons who were ill, and make
them well. 6And he was greatly surprised because they had no faith. And he went about
the country places teaching. 7 And he gave orders to the twelve, and sent them out two
by two; and he gave them authority over the unclean spirits; 8And he said that they were
to take nothing for their journey, but a stick only; no bread, no bag, no money in their
pockets; 9 They were to go with common shoes on their feet, and not to take two coats.
10And he said to them,Wherever you go into a house,make that your resting-place till you
go away. 11 And whatever place will not take you in and will not give ear to you, when
you go away, put off the dust from your feet as a witness against them. 12And they went
out, preaching the need for a change of heart inmen. 13And they sent out a number of evil
spirits, and put oil on a great numberwhowere ill, andmade themwell. 14AndkingHerod
had news of him, because his namewas on the lips of all; and he said, John the Baptist has
come back from the dead, and for this reason these powers are working in him. 15 But
others said, It is Elijah. And others said, It is a prophet, even like one of the prophets. 16But
Herod, when he had news of it, said, John, whom I put to death, has come back from the
dead. 17 For Herod himself had sent men out to take John and put him in prison, because
of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, whom he had taken for himself. 18 For John said to
Herod, It is wrong for you to have your brother's wife. 19And Herodias was bitter against
him, desiring to put him to death; but she was not able; 20 For Herod was in fear of John,
being conscious that hewas anupright andholyman, andkept him safe. Andhearinghim,
hewasmuch troubled; and he gave ear to him gladly. 21And the chance camewhenHerod
onhis birthday gave a feast to his lords, and thehigh captains, and the chiefmenofGalilee;
22And when the daughter of Herodias herself came in and did a dance, Herod and those
who were at table with him were pleased with her; and the king said to the girl, Make a
request for anything and I will give it you. 23And he took an oath, saying to her, Whatever
is your desire I will give it to you, even half ofmy kingdom. 24And shewent out and said to
her mother, What is my request to be? And she said, The head of John the Baptist. 25And
she came in quickly to the king, and said, My desire is that you give me straight away on a
plate the head of John the Baptist. 26And the king was very sad; but because of his oaths,
and those who were with him at table, he would not say 'No' to her. 27And straight away
the king sent out one of his armedmen, and gavehimanorder to comebackwith the head:
and hewent and took off John's head in prison, 28And came backwith the head on a plate,
and gave it to the girl; and the girl gave it to her mother. 29 And when his disciples had
news of it, they came and took up his body, and put it in its last resting-place. 30And the
twelve came together to Jesus; and they gave him an account of all the things they had
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done, and all they had been teaching. 31And he said to them, Come away by yourselves to
a quiet place, and take a rest for a time. Because there were a great number coming and
going, and they had no time even for food. 32And they went away in the boat to a waste
place by themselves. 33 And the people saw them going, and a number of them, having
knowledge who they were, went running there together on foot from all the towns, and
got there before them. 34And he got out, and saw a great mass of people, and he had pity
on them, because theywere like sheepwithout a keeper: and he gave them teaching about
a number of things. 35And at the end of the day, his disciples came to him and said, This
place is waste land, and it is late: 36 Send them away, so that they may go into the country
and small towns round about, and get some food for themselves. 37But he said to them in
answer, Give them food yourselves. And they said to him, Are we to go and get bread for
two hundred pence, and give it to them? 38 And he said to them, How much bread have
you? go and see. And when they had seen, they said, Five cakes of bread and two fishes.
39And he made them all be seated in groups on the green grass. 40And they were placed
in groups, by hundreds and by fifties. 41And he took the five cakes of bread and the two
fishes and, looking up to heaven, he saidwords of blessing over them; andwhen the cakes
were broken, he gave them to the disciples to put before the people; and hemade division
of the two fishes among them all. 42And they all took of the food and had enough. 43And
they took up twelve baskets full of the broken bits and of the fishes. 44And those who took
of the bread were five thousand men. 45And straight away he made his disciples get into
the boat, and gobefore him to the other side to Beth-saida,while hehimself sent the people
away. 46And after he had sent them away, he went up into a mountain for prayer. 47And
by evening, the boat was in the middle of the sea, and he by himself on the land. 48 And
seeing that they had trouble in getting their boat through thewater, because thewindwas
against them, about the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea;
and he would have gone past them; 49 But they, when they saw him walking on the sea,
took him for a spirit, and gave a loud cry: 50 For they all saw him, and were troubled. But
straight away he said to them, Take heart, it is I, have no fear. 51And he went to them into
the boat, and the wind went down, and they were full of wonder in themselves; 52 For it
was not clear to them about the bread; but their hearts were hard. 53And when they had
gone across, they came to Gennesaret, and got their boat to land. 54Andwhen they had got
out of the boat, the people quickly had news of him, 55And went running through all the
country round about, and took on their beds those who were ill, to where it was said that
he was. 56 And wherever he went, into small towns, or great towns, or into the country,
they took those who were ill into the market-places, requesting him that they might put
their hands even on the edge of his robe: and all those who did so weremade well.

7
1And there came together to him the Pharisees and certain of the scribes who had come

from Jerusalem, 2And had seen that some of his disciples took their bread with unclean,
that is, unwashed, hands. 3Now the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not take food without
washing their handswith care, keeping the old rulewhichhas beenhandeddown to them:
4Andwhen theycome fromthemarket-place, they takeno food till theirhandsarewashed;
and a number of other orders there are, which have been handed down to them to keep
— washings of cups and pots and brass vessels. 5 And the Pharisees and the scribes put
the question to him,Why do your disciples not keep the rules of the fathers, but take their
bread with unwashed hands? 6 And he said, Well did Isaiah say of you, you false ones:
These people give me honour with their lips, but their heart is far from me. 7 But their
worship is to no purpose, while they give as their teaching the rules of men. 8For, turning
away from the law of God, you keep the rules of men. 9And he said to them, Truly you put
on one side the law of God, so that youmay keep the rules which have been handed down
to you. 10 For Moses said, Give honour to your father and mother, and, He who says evil
of father or mother, let him have the punishment of death: 11But you say, If a man says to
his father or his mother, That by which youmight have had profit fromme is Corban, that
is to say, Given to God, 12 You no longer let him do anything for his father or his mother;
13Making the word of God of no effect by your rule, which you have given: and a number
of other such things you do. 14And turning to the people again, he said to them, Give ear to
me all of you, and letmywords be clear to you: 15There is nothing outside themanwhich,
going into him, is able tomake himunclean: but the thingswhich come out of theman are
thosewhichmake themanunclean. 16 [] 17Andwhenhehadgone into thehouseaway from
all the people, his disciples put questions to him about the saying. 18And he said to them,
Haveevenyou so littlewisdom? Doyounot see thatwhatever goes into aman fromoutside
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is not able tomake him unclean, 19Because it goes not into the heart but into the stomach,
and goes outwith thewaste? He said this,making all food clean. 20Andhe said, Thatwhich
comes out of theman, thatmakes theman unclean. 21Because from inside, from the heart
ofmen, comeevil thoughts anduncleanpleasures, 22The takingof goodsandof life, broken
faith betweenhusbandandwife, the desire ofwealth,wrongdoing, deceit, sins of theflesh,
an evil eye, angry words, pride, foolish acts: 23All these evil things come from inside, and
make theman unclean. 24And he went away from there to the country of Tyre and Sidon.
Andhewent into ahouse, desiring that nomanmight haveknowledgeof it: andhewasnot
able to keep it secret. 25But a woman, whose little daughter had an unclean spirit, having
had news of him, came straight away and went down at his feet. 26Now the woman was
a Greek, a Syro-phoenician by birth: and she made a request to him that he would send
the evil spirit out of her daughter. 27 And he said to her, Let the children first have their
food: for it is not right to take the children's bread and give it to the dogs. 28 But she said
to him in answer, Yes, Lord: even the dogs under the table take the bits dropped by the
children. 29And he said to her, For this saying go your way; the evil spirit has gone out of
your daughter. 30And she went away to her house, and saw the child on the bed, and the
evil spirit gone out. 31And again hewent out fromTyre, and came through Sidon to the sea
of Galilee, through the country of Decapolis. 32And they came to him with one who had
no power of hearing and had trouble in talking; and theymade a request to him to put his
hands onhim. 33Andhe tookhimonone side from thepeople privately, andput his fingers
into his ears, and he put water from his mouth on theman's tongue with his finger; 34And
looking up to heaven, he took a deep breath, and said to him, Ephphatha, that is, Be open.
35And his ears became open, and the band of his tongue was made loose, and his words
became clear. 36And he gave them orders not to give news of it to anyone; but themore he
made this request, somuch themore theymade it public. 37And theywere overcomewith
wonder, saying, He has done all things well: he even gives back the power of hearing and
the power of talking to those who have been without them.

8
1 In those days again, when there was a great mass of people and they had no food, he

madehis disciples come tohimand said to them, 2 I havepity for these people because they
have beenwithmenow three days, and have no food; 3 If I send themaway to their houses
withno food, theywill be overcomebyweariness on theway; and someof themhave come
from far. 4 And his disciples said in answer, How will it be possible to get enough bread
for these men here in a waste place? 5 And he put the question, How much bread have
you? And they said, Seven cakes. 6 And he made the people be seated on the earth: and
he took the seven cakes and, having given praise, he gave the broken bread to his disciples
to put before them; and they put it before the people. 7 And they had some small fishes;
and blessing them he had them put before the people in the sameway. 8And they took the
food, and had enough; and they took up seven baskets full of the broken bits. 9And there
were about four thousand people: and he sent them away. 10And he got into the boat with
his disciples straight away, and came into the country of Dalmanutha. 11And the Pharisees
came out and put questions to him, requesting from him a sign from heaven, testing him.
12And he was very sad in spirit, and said, Why is this generation looking for a sign? truly,
I say to you, No sign will be given to this generation. 13And he went away from them, and
again got into the boat andwent across to the other side. 14And they had taken no thought
to get bread; and they had only one cake of bread with them in the boat. 15And he said to
them, Take care to be on the watch against the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of
Herod. 16And they said to one another, We have no bread. 17And Jesus, hearing it, said to
them, Why are you reasoning among yourselves because you have no bread? do you still
not see, and is it still not clear to you? are your hearts so hard? 18Having eyes, do you not
see? and having ears, have you no hearing? and have you no memory? 19When I made a
division of the five cakes of bread among the five thousand, what number of baskets full
of broken bits did you take up? They said to him, Twelve. 20And when the seven among
the four thousand, what number of baskets full of broken bits did you take up? And they
said to him, Seven. 21And he said to them, Is it still not clear to you? 22And they came to
Beth-saida. And they took a blind man to him, requesting him to put his hands on him.
23And he took the blind man by the hand, and went with him out of the town; and when
he had put water from his mouth on his eyes, and put his hands on him, he said, Do you
see anything? 24And looking up, he said, I see men; I see them like trees, walking. 25Then
again he put his hands on his eyes; and looking hard, hewas able to see, and saw all things
clearly. 26And he sent him away to his house, saying, Do not even go into the town. 27And
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Jesus went out, with his disciples, into the little towns round Caesarea Philippi; and on the
way he put a question to his disciples, saying,Who domen say that I am? 28And theymade
answer, John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; but others, One of the prophets. 29And he said
to them, But who do you say I am? Peter said in answer, You are the Christ. 30And he put
them under orders not to say this of him to anyone. 31And teaching them, he said that the
Son ofmanwould have to undergomuch, and be hated by those in authority, and the chief
priests, and the scribes, and be put to death, and after three days comeback from the dead.
32Andhe said this openly. AndPeter tookhim, andwasprotesting. 33Buthe, turningabout,
and seeing his disciples, said sharply to Peter, Get out of my way, Satan: for your mind is
not on the things of God, but on the things of men. 34 And turning to the mass of people
with his disciples, he said to them, If anyman has the desire to come afterme, let him give
up all other desires, and take up his cross and come after me. 35Whoever has a desire to
keep his life, will have it taken from him; andwhoever gives up his life because of me and
the good news, will keep it. 36What profit has aman if he gets all theworldwith the loss of
his life? 37Andwhatwould aman give in exchange for his life? 38Whoever has a feeling of
shame because of me and my words in this false and evil generation, the Son of man will
have a feeling of shame because of him, when he comes in the glory of his Father with the
holy angels.

9
1 And he said to them, Truly I say to you, There are some here who will have no taste

of death till they see the kingdom of God come with power. 2And after six days Jesus took
withhimPeterand Jamesand John, andmade themgoupwithhimintoahighmountainby
themselves: and he was changed in form before them: 3And his clothing became shining,
very white, as no cleaner on earth would make it. 4 And there came before them Elijah
with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus. 5And Peter said to Jesus, Master, it is good
forus to behere: and let usmake three tents; one for you, one forMoses, andone for Elijah.
6 Because he was not certain what to say, for they were in great fear. 7And a cloud came
over them; and a voice came out of the cloud, saying, This is my dearly loved Son, give ear
to him. 8 And suddenly looking round about, they saw no one any longer, but Jesus only
with themselves. 9And while they were coming down from the mountain, he gave them
ordersnot to giveword to anymanof the things theyhad seen, till the Sonofmanhadcome
back from the dead. 10And they kept the saying, questioning among themselves what the
coming back from the dead might be. 11And they put a question to him, saying, Why do
the scribes say that Elijah has to come first? 12And he said to them, Truly, Elijah does come
first, and puts all things in order; and how is it said in the Writings that the Son of man
will go through much sorrow and be made as nothing? 13 But I say to you that Elijah has
come, and they have done to him whatever they were pleased to do, even as theWritings
say about him. 14 And when they came to the disciples, they saw a great mass of people
about them, and scribes questioning them. 15And straight away all the people, when they
sawhim,were full ofwonder, and running to him, gave himworship. 16Andhe said,What
are you questioning them about? 17And one of the number said to him in answer, Master,
I came to you withmy son, who has in him a spirit which takes away his power of talking;
18Andwherever it takes him, it puts him down violently, streaming at the lips and twisted
with pain; and his strength goes fromhim; and Imade a request to your disciples to send it
out, and they were not able. 19And he said to them in answer, O generation without faith,
how long will I have to be with you? how long will I put up with you? let him come to me.
20And they took him to him: andwhen he sawhim, the spirit in him straight away became
violent; and he went down on the earth, rolling about and streaming at the lips. 21 And
Jesus questioning the father said, How long has he been like this? And he said, From a
child. 22And frequently it has sent him into the fire and into thewater, for his destruction;
but if youare able todoanything, havepity onus, andgiveushelp. 23And Jesus said tohim,
If you are able! All things are possible to himwho has faith. 24 Straight away the father of
the child gave a cry, saying, I have faith; makemy feeble faith stronger. 25Andwhen Jesus
saw that the people came running together, he gave orders to the unclean spirit, saying to
him, You, spirit, who are the cause of his loss of voice and hearing, I say to you, come out
of him, and never again go into him. 26And after crying out and shaking him violently, it
came out: and the child became like one dead; so that most of them said, He is dead. 27But
Jesus took him by the hand, lifting him up; and he got up. 28And when he had gone into
the house, his disciples said to himprivately,Whywerewe unable to send it out? 29Andhe
said to them, Nothing will make this sort come out but prayer. 30And they went out from
there, throughGalilee; and itwas his desire that nomanmight have knowledge of it; 31For
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he was giving his disciples teaching, and saying to them, The Son of man is given up into
the hands ofmen, and theywill put him to death; andwhen he is dead, after three days he
will come back from the dead. 32 But the saying was not clear to them, and they were in
fear of questioning him about it. 33And they came to Capernaum: andwhen hewas in the
house, he put the question to them, What were you talking about on the way? 34But they
said nothing: because they had had an argument between themselves on the way, about
whowas the greatest. 35And seating himself, hemade the twelve come to him; and he said
to them, If anyman has the desire to be first, he will be last of all and servant of all. 36And
he took a little child, and put him in themiddle of them; and taking him inhis arms, he said
to them, 37Whoever will give honour to one such little child in my name, gives honour to
me: and whoever gives honour to me, gives honour not to me, but to him who sent me.
38 John said to him, Master, we saw one driving out evil spirits in your name: and we said
that he might not, because he is not one of us. 39But Jesus said, Say not so: for there is no
man who will do a great work in my name, and be able at the same time to say evil of me.
40He who is not against us is for us. 41Whoever gives you a cup of water, because you are
Christ's, truly I say to you, he will in no way be without his reward. 42And whoever is a
cause of trouble to one of these little ones who have faith inme, it would be better for him
if a great stone was put round his neck and he was dropped into the sea. 43 And if your
hand is a cause of trouble to you, let it be cut off; it is better for you to go into life with one
hand than to have twohands and go into hell, into the eternal fire. 44 [] 45And if your foot is
a cause of trouble to you, let it be cut off: it is better for you to go into lifewith one foot than
to have two feet and go into hell. 46 [] 47And if your eye is a cause of trouble to you, take it
out: it is better for you to go into the kingdom of God with one eye than, having two eyes,
to go into hell, 48Where their worm is ever living and the fire is not put out. 49 Everyone
will be saltedwith fire. 50Salt is good; but if the taste goes from it, howwill youmake it salt
again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace one with another.

10
1 And he got up, and went into the country of Judaea on the other side of Jordan: and

great numbers of people came together to him again; and, as was his way, he gave them
teaching. 2And Pharisees came to him, testing himwith the question, Is it right for a man
to put away his wife? 3 And he said to them in answer, What did Moses say you were to
do? 4And they said to him, Moses let us give her a statement in writing, and be free from
her. 5But Jesus said to them, Because of your hard hearts he gave you this law. 6But from
the first, male and female made he them. 7 For this cause will a man go away from his
father and mother, and be joined to his wife; 8And the two will become one flesh; so that
they are no longer two, but one flesh. 9Let not that which has been joined together by God
be parted by man. 10And in the house the disciples put questions to him again about this
thing. 11 And he said to them, Whoever puts away his wife and takes another, is false to
his wife; 12And if she herself puts away her husband and takes another, she is false to her
husband. 13And they took to him little children, so that he might put his hands on them:
and the disciples said sharp words to them. 14And when Jesus saw it, he was angry, and
said to them, Let the little children come to me, and do not keep them away; for of such is
thekingdomofGod. 15Truly I say to you,Whoeverdoesnot put himself under thekingdom
of God like a little child, will not come into it at all. 16And he took them in his arms, and
gave them a blessing, putting his hands on them. 17And while he was going out into the
way, a man came running to him, andwent down on his knees, saying, GoodMaster, what
have I to do so that I may have eternal life? 18And Jesus said to him, Why do you say I am
good? no one is good but one, and that is God. 19 You have knowledge of what is said in
the law, Do not put any one to death, Do not be untrue in married life, Do not take what
is not yours, Do not give false witness, Do not get money by deceit, Give honour to your
father and mother. 20And he said to him, Master, all these laws I have kept from the time
when I was young. 21And Jesus, looking on him and loving him, said, There is one thing
needed: go, get money for your goods, and give it to the poor, and you will have wealth in
heaven: and come with me. 22 But his face became sad at the saying, and he went away
sorrowing: for he was one who had much property. 23 And Jesus, looking round about,
said to his disciples, How hard it is for those who havewealth to come into the kingdom of
God! 24And the disciples were full of wonder at his words. But Jesus said to them again,
Children, howhard it is for thosewho put faith inwealth to come into the kingdomof God!
25 It is simpler for a camel to go through a needle's eye, than for a man of wealth to come
into the kingdomof God. 26And theywere greatly surprised, saying to him,Who thenmay
have salvation? 27 Jesus, looking on them, said,Withmen it is impossible, but notwithGod:
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for all things are possible with God. 28Peter said to him, See, we have given up everything,
and come after you. 29 Jesus said, Truly I say to you, There is no man who has given up
house, or brothers, or sisters, or mother, or father, or children, or land, because of me and
the good news, 30Whowill not get a hundred times as much now in this time, houses, and
brothers, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and land — though with great troubles;
and, in theworld to come, eternal life. 31But a great numberwho are first will be last: and
those who are last will be first. 32And they were on the way, going up to Jerusalem; and
Jesus was going before them: and theywere full of wonder; but those who came after him
were in fear. And again he took the twelve, and gave themword of the things which were
to come on him, 33Saying, See, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of manwill be given up
to the chief priests and the scribes; and they will give an order for his death, and will give
himup to the Gentiles: 34And theywillmake sport of him, and put shame on him, and give
himcruel blows, andwill put him todeath; andafter threedayshewill comeback from the
dead. 35And there came to him James and John, the sons of Zebedee, saying to him,Master,
will you give us whatever may be our request? 36 And he said to them, What would you
have me do for you? 37And they said to him, Let us be seated, one at your right hand and
one at your left, in your glory. 38 But Jesus said to them, You have no knowledge of what
you are saying. Are you able to take of my cup? or to undergo the baptism which I am to
undergo? 39And they said to him,We are able. And Jesus said to them, Youwill take of the
cup from which I take; and the baptism which I am about to undergo you will undergo:
40But to be seated at my right hand or at my left is not for me to give: but it is for those for
whom it has beenmade ready. 41And hearing this, the ten became very angry with James
and John. 42And Jesus made them come to him, and said to them, You see that those who
aremade rulers over the Gentiles are lords over them, and their great ones have authority
over them. 43But it is not so among you: but whoever has a desire to become great among
you, let him be your servant: 44Andwhoever has a desire to be first among you, let him be
servant of all. 45For truly the Sonofmandidnot come tohave servants, but to be a servant,
and to give his life for the salvation of men. 46And they came to Jericho: andwhen hewas
going out of Jericho, with his disciples and a great number of people, the son of Timaeus,
Bartimaeus, a blind man, was seated by the wayside, with his hand out for money. 47And
when it came to his ears that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he gave a cry, and said, Jesus, Son of
David, havemercy onme. 48And some of them, turning in protest, gave himan order to be
quiet: but hewent on crying out all themore, Son ofDavid, havemercy onme. 49And Jesus
came to a stop and said, Let him come. And crying out to the blind man, they said to him,
Be comforted: come, he has sent for you. 50And he, putting off his coat, got up quickly, and
came to Jesus. 51And Jesus said to him,What would you haveme do to you? And the blind
man said,Master,makeme able to see. 52And Jesus said to him, Go on yourway; your faith
has made you well. And straight away he was able to see, and went after him in the way.

11
1And when they came near to Jerusalem, to Beth-phage and Bethany, at the Mountain

of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, 2And said to them, Go into the little town opposite:
and when you come to it, you will see a young ass with a cord round his neck, on which
noman has ever been seated; let him loose, and come backwith him. 3And if anyone says
to you, Why are you doing this? say, The Lord has need of him and will send him back
straight away. 4And they went away and saw a young ass by the door outside in the open
street; and they were getting him loose. 5And some of those who were there said to them,
What are you doing, taking the ass? 6 And they said to them the words which Jesus had
said; and they let them go. 7And they took the young ass to Jesus, and put their clothing on
him, and he got on his back. 8And a great number put down their clothing in theway; and
others put down branches which they had taken from the fields. 9 And those who went
in front, and those who came after, were crying, Glory: A blessing on him who comes in
the name of the Lord: 10A blessing on the coming kingdom of our father David: Glory in
the highest. 11And hewent into Jerusalem into the Temple; and after looking round about
on all things, it being now evening, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 12And on the
day after, when they had come out from Bethany, he was in need of food. 13And seeing a
fig-tree in the distance with leaves, he went to see if by chance it had anything on it: and
whenhe came to it, he sawnothingbut leaves, for itwasnot the time for the fruit. 14Andhe
said to it, Let noman take fruit from you for ever. And his disciples took note of his words.
15And they came to Jerusalem; and hewent into the Temple, and sent out those whowere
trading there, overturning the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who
were offering doves for money; 16And hewould not let anyman take a vessel through the
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Temple. 17And he gave them teaching, and said to them, Is it not in theWritings, My house
is to be named a house of prayer for all the nations? but you havemade it a hole of thieves.
18And it came to the ears of the chief priests and scribes, and they took thought how they
might put him to death; being in fear of him, because all the people were full of wonder
at his teaching. 19 And every evening he went out of the town. 20 And when they were
going by in the morning, they saw the fig-tree dead from the roots. 21And Peter, having a
memory of it, said to him, Master, see, the tree which was cursed by you is dead. 22 And
Jesus, answering, said to them, Have God's faith. 23 Truly I say to you, Whoever says to
this mountain, Be taken up and be put into the sea; and has no doubt in his heart, but has
faith that what he says will come about, he will have his desire. 24 For this reason I say to
you, Whatever you make a request for in prayer, have faith that it has been given to you,
and you will have it. 25And whenever youmake a prayer, let there be forgiveness in your
hearts, if youhaveanythingagainst anyone; so that youmayhave forgiveness for your sins
fromyour Fatherwho is in heaven. 26 [] 27And they came again to Jerusalem: andwhile he
waswalking in the Temple, there came to him the chief priests and the scribes and those in
authority: 28And they said to him, By what authority do you do these things? or who gave
you authority to do these things? 29And Jesus said to them, I will put to you one question;
give me an answer, and I will say by what authority I do these things. 30 The baptism of
John, was it from heaven or frommen? give me an answer. 31And they gave thought to it
among themselves, saying, If we say, From heaven; hewill say,Why then did you not have
faith in him? 32But if we say, Frommen— they were in fear of the people, because all took
John to be truly a prophet. 33And they said in answer to Jesus,We have no idea. And Jesus
said to them, And I will not say to you by what authority I do these things.

12
1Andhegave themteaching in the formof stories. Amanhadavine-gardenplanted, and

put awall about it, andmade a place for crushing out thewine, and put up a tower, and let
it out to field-workers, and went into another country. 2And when the time came, he sent
a servant to get from the workmen some of the fruit of the garden. 3And they took him,
and gave himblows, and sent him awaywith nothing. 4And again he sent to themanother
servant; and they gave himwounds on the head, andwere very cruel to him. 5And he sent
another; and they put him to death: and a number of others, whipping some, and putting
some to death. 6He still had one, a dearly loved son: he sent him last to them, saying, They
will have respect for my son. 7But those workmen said among themselves, This is he who
will one day be the owner of the property; come, let us put him to death, and the heritage
will be ours. 8And they took him and put him to death, pushing his body out of the garden.
9What thenwill themaster of the garden do? Hewill come and put theworkmen to death,
and will give the garden into the hands of others. 10Have you not seen this which is in the
Writings: The stonewhich the builders put on one side, the samewasmade the chief stone
of the building: 11 This was the Lord's doing, and it is a wonder in our eyes? 12And they
made attempts to take him; but they were in fear of the people, because they saw that the
story was against them; and they went away from him. 13 Then they sent to him certain
of the Pharisees and the Herodians, so that they might make use of his words to take him
by a trick. 14And when they had come, they said to him, Master, we are certain that you
are true, and have no fear of anyone: you have no respect for aman's position, but you are
teaching the true way of God: Is it right to give taxes to Caesar or not? 15Are we to give or
not to give? But he, conscious of their false hearts, said to them,Why do you put me to the
test? give me a penny, so that I may see it. 16And they gave him one. And he said to them,
Whose is this image and name on it? And they said to him, Caesar's. 17And Jesus said to
them, Give to Caesar the things which are Caesar's, and to God the things which are God's.
And theywere full ofwonder at him. 18And there came to himSadducees, who say there is
no coming back from the dead; and they put a question to him, saying, 19Master, in the law
Moses says, If aman's brother comes to his end, and has awife still living and no child, it is
right for his brother to take his wife, and get a family for his brother. 20There were seven
brothers: and the first took a wife, and at his death there were no offspring; 21 And the
second tookher, and at his death therewerenooffspring; and the third the same: 22Andall
the sevenhadno seed. Last of all thewomanherself came to her death. 23 In the future life,
when they come back from the dead, whose wife will she be? for the seven had her for a
wife. 24 Jesus said to them, Is not this the reason for your error, that youhavenoknowledge
of the holy Writings or of the power of God? 25When they come back from the dead, they
do not get married, but are like the angels in heaven. 26But as to the dead coming back to
life; have you not seen in the book ofMoses, about the burning thorn-tree, howGod said to
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him, I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? 27He is not the
God of the dead, but of the living: you are greatly in error. 28And one of the scribes came,
and hearing their argument together, and seeing that he had given them a good answer,
put the question to him, Which law is the first of all? 29 Jesus said in answer, The first is,
Give ear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord; 30And you are to have love for the Lord
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all
your strength. 31The second is this, Have love for your neighbour as for yourself. There is
no other law greater than these. 32And the scribe said to him, Truly, Master, you havewell
said that he is one, and there is no other but he: 33 And to have love for him with all the
heart, and with all the mind, and with all the strength, and to have the same love for his
neighbour as for himself, is muchmore than all forms of offerings. 34Andwhen Jesus saw
that he gave a wise answer, he said to him, You are not far from the kingdom of God. And
every man after that was in fear of questioning him anymore. 35And Jesus, when he was
teaching in the Temple, said, How do the scribes say that the Christ is the Son of David?
36 David himself said in the Holy Spirit, The Lord said to my Lord, Be seated at my right
hand, till I put those who are against you under your feet. 37David himself gives him the
name of Lord; and how then is he his son? And the common people gave ear to him gladly.
38And in his teaching he said, Be on your watch against the scribes, whose pleasure it is to
go about in long robes and be respected in themarket-places, 39And to have the chief seats
in the Synagogues and the first places at feasts; 40Who take away the property of widows,
and before the eyes ofmenmake long prayers; thesewill be judgedmore hardly. 41Andhe
tooka seat by theplacewhere themoneywaskept, and sawhow thepeopleputmoney into
the boxes: and a number who had wealth put in much. 42And there came a poor widow,
and she put in two little bits ofmoney, whichmake a farthing. 43And hemade his disciples
come to him, and said to them, Truly I say to you, This poor widow has put in more than
all those who are putting money into the box: 44Because they all put in something out of
what they had no need for; but she out of her need put in all she had, even all her living.

13
1And when he was going out of the Temple, one of his disciples said to him, Master, see,

what stones andwhat buildings! 2And Jesus said to him, Do you see these great buildings?
there is not one stone here resting on another which will not be overturned. 3And while
he was seated on the Mountain of Olives opposite the Temple, Peter and James and John
andAndrewsaid tohimprivately, 4Saywhen these thingswill be, andwhatwill be the sign
when these things are all about to be done. 5And Jesus said to them, Take care that you are
not tricked by anyone. 6People will come in my name, saying, I am he; and a number will
be turned from the true way. 7And when you have news of wars and talk of wars, do not
be troubled; these things have to be, but it is still not the end. 8Nation will go to war with
nation, and kingdom with kingdom: there will be earth-shocks in different places; there
will be timeswhen there is no food; these things are thefirst of the troubles. 9But take care:
for they will give you up to the Sanhedrins; and in Synagogues you will be whipped; and
youwill be taken before rulers and kings because ofme, for a sign to them. 10And the good
news has first to be given to all the nations. 11 And when you are taken and given up to
be judged, do not be troubled about what to say: but whatever is given to you in that hour,
say: because it is not youwho say it, but theHoly Spirit. 12Andbrotherwill give up brother
to death, and the father his child; and children will go against their fathers and mothers,
and put them to death. 13And you will be hated by all men, because of my name; but he
who goes through to the end will have salvation. 14 But when you see the unclean thing
which makes destruction, in the place where it has no right to be (let this be clear to the
reader), then let those who are in Judaea go quickly to the mountains: 15And let himwho
is on the house-top not go down, or go in, to take anything out of his house: 16And let not
him who is in the field go back to take his coat. 17And it will be hard for women who are
with child and for her who has a baby at the breast in those days. 18And say a prayer that
it may not be in the winter. 19For in those days there will be sorrow, such as there has not
been from the time when God made the world till now, and will not ever be again. 20And
if the Lord had not made the time short, no flesh would have been kept from destruction;
but because of the saints he has made the time short. 21And then if any man says to you,
See, here is Christ; or, See, there; have no faith in it: 22Because there will be false Christs
and false prophets, and they will give signs and wonders in the hope of turning even the
saints from the true way. 23 But take care; see, I have made all things clear to you before
the time. 24But in those days, after that time of trouble, the sun will be made dark and the
moon will not give her light, 25And the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers
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which are in the heavens will be moved. 26And then they will see the Son of man coming
in clouds with great power and glory. 27And then he will send out the angels, and will get
together his saints from the four winds, from the farthest part of the earth to the farthest
part of heaven. 28 Take an example from the fig-tree: when its branches become soft and
put out their leaves, you see that the summer is near; 29Even so, when you see these things
takingplace, youmaybe certain that he is near, evenat the doors. 30Truly, I say to you, This
generation will not come to an end till all these things are complete. 31Heaven and earth
will come to an end, but my words will not come to an end. 32But of that day or that hour
no one has knowledge, not even the angels in heaven, or the Son, but the Father. 33 Take
care, keepwatchwith prayer: for you are not certainwhen the timewill be. 34 It is aswhen
a man who is in another country for a time, having gone away from his house, and given
authority tohis servants and to everyonehiswork, gives theporter anorder to keepwatch.
35 So you are to keep watch: because you are not certain when the master of the house is
coming, in the evening, or in themiddle of the night, or at the cock's cry, or in themorning;
36For fear that, coming suddenly, he sees you sleeping. 37Andwhat I say to you, I say to all,
Keep watch.

14
1 It was now two days before the feast of the Passover and the unleavened bread: and

the chief priests and the scribes made designs how they might take him by deceit and put
him to death: 2But they said, Not while the feast is going on, for fear there may be trouble
among the people. 3And while he was in Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, seated
at table, there came a woman with a bottle of perfumed oil of great price; and when the
bottle was broken she put the perfume on his head. 4But some of themwere angry among
themselves, saying, For what purpose has this oil been wasted? 5Wemight have got more
than three hundred pence for it, and given the money to the poor. And they said things
against her among themselves. 6But Jesus said, Let her be; why are you troubling her? she
has done a kind act to me. 7The poor you have ever with you, andwhenever you have the
desire you may do them good: but me you have not for ever. 8 She has done what she was
able: she has put oil onmy body tomake it ready for its last resting-place. 9And truly I say
to you,Wherever the good news goes out through all the earth, what thiswoman has done
will be talked of in memory of her. 10And Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went
away to the chief priests, so that he might give him up to them. 11 And hearing what he
said, they were glad, and gave him their word to make him a payment of money. And he
took thought how hemight best give him up to them. 12And on the first day of unleavened
bread, when the Passover lamb is put to death, his disciples said to him, Where are we to
go and make ready for you to take the Passover meal? 13And he sent two of his disciples,
and said to them, Go into the town, and therewill come to youamanwith a vessel ofwater:
go after him; 14And wherever he goes in, say to the owner of the house, The Master says,
Where is my guest-room, where I may take the Passover with my disciples? 15And he will
take you up himself to a great roomwith a table and seats: theremake ready for us. 16And
the discipleswent out and came into the town, and saw that it was as he had said: and they
made ready the Passover. 17 And when it was evening he came with the twelve. 18 And
while they were seated taking food, Jesus said, Truly I say to you, One of you will be false
to me, one who is taking food with me. 19 They were sad, and said to him one by one, Is
it I? 20And he said to them, It is one of the twelve, one who is putting his bread with me
into the same plate. 21The Son of man goes, even as theWritings say of him: but cursed is
that man throughwhom the Son ofman is given up! It would have beenwell for that man
if he had never been given birth. 22And while they were taking food, he took bread, and
after blessing it, he gave the brokenbread to them, and said, Take it: this ismybody. 23And
he took a cup, and when he had given praise, he gave it to them: and they all had a drink
from it. 24And he said to them, This is my blood of the testament, which is given for men.
25Truly I say to you, Iwill take nomore of the fruit of the vine till the daywhen I take it new
in the kingdom of God. 26And after a song of praise to God they went out to the Mountain
of Olives. 27And Jesus said to them, You will all be turned away from me: for it is in the
Writings, I will put the keeper of the sheep to death, and the sheep will be put to flight.
28But after I have come back from the dead, I will go before you into Galilee. 29But Peter
said to him, Though the others may be turned away from you, I will not. 30And Jesus said
to him, Truly, I say to you that you, today, even this night, before the cock's second cry, will
say three times that you have no knowledge of me. 31 But he said with passion, If I have
to be put to death with you, I will not be false to you. And they all said the same. 32And
they came to a placewhichwas namedGethsemane: and he said to his disciples, Be seated
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herewhile I say a prayer. 33And he tookwith him Peter and James and John, and grief and
great trouble came on him. 34And he said to them, My soul is very sad, even to death: be
here a little time, and keepwatch. 35And hewent forward a little, and falling down on the
earth, made request that, if possible, the hour might go from him. 36 And he said, Abba,
Father, all things are possible to you; take away this cup from me: but even so let not my
pleasure, but yours be done. 37 And he came, and saw them sleeping, and said to Peter,
Simon, are you sleeping? were you not able to keep watch one hour? 38Keep watch with
prayer, so that youmay not be put to the test; the spirit truly is ready, but the flesh is feeble.
39And again hewent away, and said a prayer, using the samewords. 40And again he came
and saw them sleeping, because their eyes were very tired; and they had nothing to say
in answer. 41And he came the third time, and said to them, Go on sleeping now and take
your rest: it is enough; the hour has come; see, the Son of man is given up into the hands
of evil men. 42Get up, let us be going; see, hewho givesme up is near. 43And straight away,
while he was still talking, Judas, one of the twelve, came, and with him a great band with
swords and sticks, from the chief priests and the scribes and those in authority. 44Now he
who had been false to him had given them a sign, saying, The one to whom I give a kiss,
that is he; take him, and get him away safely. 45And when he had come, he went straight
to him and said, Master; and gave him a kiss. 46 And they put their hands on him, and
took him. 47 But a certain one of those who were near took out his sword, and gave the
servant of the high priest a blow, cutting off his ear. 48And Jesus said to them, Have you
come out as against a thief, with swords and sticks to take me? 49 I was with you every
day in the Temple teaching, and you did not take me; but this is done so that the Writings
may come true. 50And they all went away from him in fear. 51And a certain young man
went after him, with only a linen cloth about his body; and they put their hands on him;
52 But he got away unclothed, without the linen cloth. 53And they took Jesus away to the
high priest; and there came together with him all the chief priests and those in authority
and the scribes. 54And Peter had come after him at a distance, even into the house of the
high priest; and he was seated with the captains, warming himself in the light of the fire.
55Nowthe chief priests andall the Sanhedrinwere looking forwitness against Jesus so that
they might put him to death; and they were unable to get any. 56 For a number gave false
witness against himand theirwitnesswas not in agreement. 57Then some got up and gave
falsewitness against him, saying, 58He said in our hearing, I will put an end to this Temple
which is made with hands, and in three days I will make another without hands. 59And
even so their witness was not in agreement. 60And the high priest got up in the middle of
them, and said to Jesus, Do you say nothing in answer? what is it which these say against
you? 61But he kept quiet and said nothing. Again the high priest questioning him said, Are
you the Christ, the son of the Holy One? 62And Jesus said, I am: and you will see the Son
of man seated at the right hand of power, and coming with the clouds of heaven. 63And
the high priest, violently parting his robes, said, What more need have we of witnesses?
64His words against God have come to your ears: what is your opinion? And they all said
it was right for him to be put to death. 65And some put shame on him and, covering his
face, gave him blows and said to him, Now say what is to come: and the captains took him
and gave him blows with their hands. 66And while Peter was down in the open square of
the building, one of the servant-girls of the high priest came; 67And seeing Peter warming
himself by the fire, she gave him a look, and said, Youwerewith this Nazarene, even Jesus.
68 But he said, I have no knowledge of him, or of what you are saying: and he went out
into the doorway; and there came the cry of a cock. 69And the girl saw him, and said again
to those who were near, This is one of them. 70 But again he said it was not so. And after
a little time, again those who were near said to Peter, Truly you are one of them; for you
are a Galilaean. 71 But, with curses and oaths, he said, I have no knowledge of the man
about whom you are talking. 72And in the sameminute, the cock gave a second cry. And it
came to Peter's mind how Jesus had said to him, Before the cock's second cry, you will say
three times that you have no knowledge of me. And at this thought he was overcomewith
weeping.

15
1 And the first thing in the morning the chief priests, with those in authority and the

scribes and all the Sanhedrin, had a meeting, and put cords round Jesus, and took him
away, and gave him up to Pilate. 2And Pilate put a question to him, Are you the King of the
Jews? And he, answering, said to him, You say so. 3 And the chief priests said a number
of things against him. 4 And Pilate again put a question, Do you say nothing in answer?
see how much evil they say you have done. 5 But Jesus gave no more answers, so that
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Pilate was full of wonder. 6Now at the feast every year he let one prisoner go free at their
request. 7And there was one named Barabbas, in prisonwith those who had gone against
the government and in the fight had taken life. 8And the people went up, requesting him
to do as he had done for them in other years. 9And Pilate said in answer to them, Is it your
desire that I let the King of the Jews go free? 10 For he saw that the chief priests had given
him up through envy. 11 But the people were moved by the chief priests to make him let
Barabbas go free. 12And Pilate again said in answer to them, What then am I to do to him
to whom you give the name of the King of the Jews? 13And they said again loudly, To the
cross with him! 14And Pilate said to them, Why, what evil has he done? But their cry was
the louder, To the cross! 15And Pilate, desiring to do what was pleasing to the people, let
Barabbas go free, and gave up Jesus, when he had beenwhipped, to be put to death on the
cross. 16And the men of the army took him away into the square in front of the building
which is the Praetorium, and they got together all the band. 17And they put a purple robe
onhim, and twisting a crownof thorns, theyput it onhim; 18And, as if honouringhim, they
said, Long life to the King of the Jews! 19And they gave him blows on the head with a stick
and put shame on him and, going down on their knees, gave him worship. 20And when
they hadmade sport of him, they took the purple robe off him and put his clothing on him.
And they took him out to put him to death on the cross. 21And they made one, Simon of
Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus, who was going by, coming from the country,
go with them, so that he might take his cross. 22 And they took him to the place named
Golgotha, which is, Dead Man's Head. 23And they gave him wine mixed with myrrh; but
he didnot take it. 24Andhewasnailed to the cross; and theymade adivision of his clothing
among them, putting to the decision of chancewhat everyonewas to take. 25And itwas the
third hour when they put him on the cross. 26And the statement of his crime was put in
writing on the cross, THE KING OF THE JEWS. 27And they put two thieves on crosses with
him, one on his right side, and one on his left. 28 [] 29And those whowent bymade sport of
him, shaking their heads, and saying, Ha! youwho give the Temple to destruction, and put
it up again in three days, 30Keep yourself from death, and come down from the cross. 31 In
the sameway the chief priests, laughing at him among themselveswith the scribes, said, A
saviour of others, he has no salvation for himself. 32Let the Christ, the King of Israel, come
down now from the cross, so that we may see and have belief. And those who were put
on crosses with him said evil things against him. 33And when the sixth hour had come, it
was dark over all the land till the ninth hour. 34And at the ninth hour, Jesus said in a loud
voice, Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? which is, My God, my God, why are you turned away
fromme? 35And some of those who were near, hearing it, said, See, he is crying to Elijah.
36And one of them went quickly and, getting a sponge full of bitter wine, put it on a rod,
and gave it to him for drink, saying, Let be; let us see if Elijah will come to take him down.
37And Jesus gave a loud cry, and gave up his spirit. 38And the curtain of the Temple was
parted in two from end to end. 39And when the captain, who was near, saw how he gave
up his spirit, he said, Truly this manwas a son of God. 40And there werewomenwatching
from a distance: among them were Mary Magdalene, and Mary, the mother of James the
less and of Joses, and Salome, 41Whowent with himwhen hewas in Galilee and took care
of him; and a number of otherwomenwho cameupwith him to Jerusalem. 42Andwhen it
was evening, because it was the time of getting ready, that is, the day before the Sabbath,
43There came Joseph of Arimathaea, a responsible man in high honour, who was himself
waiting for the kingdom of God; and he went in to Pilate without fear, andmade a request
for the body of Jesus. 44And Pilate was surprised that he was dead; and, sending for the
captain, he put a question to see if he had been dead for long. 45And when he had news
of it from the captain, he let Joseph have the body. 46And he got a linen cloth and, taking
him down, put the linen cloth round him, and put him in a place for the dead which had
been cut out of a rock; and a stone was rolled against the door. 47 And Mary Magdalene
andMary, the mother of Joses, sawwhere he was put.

16
1Andwhen the Sabbath was past, MaryMagdalene andMary, themother of James, and

Salome, got spices, so that they might come and put them on him. 2And very early after
dawn on the first day of the week, they came at the time of the coming up of the sun to the
place where the body had been put. 3And they were saying among themselves, Who will
get the stone rolled away from the door for us? 4And looking up, they saw that the stone
was rolled back; and it was of great size. 5And when they went in, they saw a young man
seated on the right side, dressed in a white robe; and they were full of wonder. 6And he
said to them, Do not be troubled: you are looking for Jesus, the Nazarene, who has been
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put to death on the cross; he has come back from the dead; he is not here: see, the place
where they put him! 7 But go, say to his disciples and to Peter, He goes before you into
Galilee: there you will see him, as he said to you. 8 And they went out quickly from the
place, because fear and greatwonder had come on them: and they said nothing to anyone,
because they were full of fear that ... 9Now when he came back from the dead early on
the first day of the week, he went first to Mary Magdalene, from whom he had sent out
seven evil spirits. 10 She went and gave news of it to those who had been with him, while
they were sorrowing and weeping. 11 And they, when it came to their ears that he was
living, and had been seen by her, had no belief in it. 12And after these things he was seen
in another form by two of them, while they were walking on their way into the country.
13And they went away and gave news of it to the rest; and they had no belief in what was
said. 14And later he was seen by the eleven themselves while they were taking food; and
he said sharp words to them because they had no faith and their hearts were hard, and
because they had no belief in those who had seen him after he had come back from the
dead. 15And he said to them, Go into all the world, and give the good news to everyone.
16He who has faith and is given baptism will get salvation; but he who has not faith will
be judged. 17And these signswill bewith thosewho have faith: inmy name theywill send
out evil spirits; and they will make use of new languages; 18They will take up snakes, and
if there is poison in their drink, it will do them no evil; they will put their hands on those
who are ill, and they will get well. 19 So then the Lord Jesus, after he had said these words
to them, was taken up into heaven and took his seat at the right hand of God. 20And they
went out, preaching everywhere, the Lord working with them, and giving witness to the
word by the signs which came after. So be it.
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The Good News According to
Luke

1As a number of attempts have been made to put together in order an account of those
events which took place among us, 2As they were handed down to us by those who saw
them from the first and were preachers of the word, 3 It seemed good to me, having made
observation, with great care, of the direction of events in their order, to put the facts in
writing for you, most noble Theophilus; 4 So that you might have certain knowledge of
those things about which you were given teaching. 5 In the days of Herod, king of Judaea,
there was a certain priest, by name Zacharias, of the order of Abijah; and he had a wife
of the family of Aaron, and her name was Elisabeth. 6 They were upright in the eyes of
God, keeping all the rules and orders of God, and doing nowrong. 7And theywerewithout
children, because Elisabeth had never given birth, and they were at that time very old.
8Nowit cameabout that inhis turnhewasactingaspriest beforeGod, 9Andaswas theway
of the priests, he had to go into the Temple to see to the burning of perfumes. 10And all the
peoplewereofferingprayers outside, at the timeof theburningof perfumes. 11Andhe saw
anangel of theLord inhis place on the right side of the altar. 12AndZachariaswas troubled
when he sawhim, and fear came on him. 13But the angel said, Have no fear, Zacharias, for
your prayer has come to the ears of God, and your wife Elisabeth will have a son, and his
name will be John. 14And you will be glad and have great delight; and numbers of people
will have joy at his birth. 15 For he will be great in the eyes of the Lord; he will not take
wine or strong drink; and hewill be full of the Spirit of God from his birth. 16And through
him great numbers of the children of Israel will be turned to the Lord their God. 17 And
he will go before his face in the spirit and power of Elijah, turning the hearts of fathers
to their children, and wrongdoers to the way of righteousness; to make ready a people
whose hearts have been turned to the Lord. 18And Zacharias said to the angel, How may
I be certain of this? For I am an old man, and my wife is far on in years. 19And the angel,
answering, said, I am Gabriel, whose place is before God; I have been sent to say these
words to you and to give you this good news. 20 Now, see, you will be without voice or
language till thedaywhen these things comeabout, becauseyouhadnot faith inmywords,
which will have effect at the right time. 21And the people were waiting for Zacharias and
were surprised because he was in the Temple for such a long time. 22And when he came
out he was not able to say anything, and they saw that he had seen a vision in the Temple;
and he was making signs to themwithout words. 23And when the days of his work in the
Temple were ended, he went back to his house. 24After that time, Elisabeth, being certain
that she was to become a mother, kept herself from men's eyes for five months, saying,
25TheLordhas done this tome, for his eyeswere onme, to take awaymy shame in the eyes
ofmen. 26Now in the sixthmonth the angel Gabrielwas sent fromGod to a town inGalilee,
namedNazareth, 27Toavirginwhowas tobemarried toamannamed Joseph, of the family
of David; and the name of the virgin was Mary. 28And the angel came in to her and said,
Peace be with you, to whom special grace has been given; the Lord is with you. 29But she
was greatly troubled at his words, and said to herself, What may be the purpose of these
words? 30And theangel said toher,Haveno fear,Mary, for youhaveGod's approval. 31And
see, you will give birth to a son, and his namewill be Jesus. 32Hewill be great, and will be
named the Son of the Most High: and the Lord God will give him the kingdom of David,
his father: 33He will have rule over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there
will be no end. 34 And Mary said to the angel, How may this be, because I have had no
knowledge of a man? 35And the angel in answer said to her, The Holy Spirit will come on
you, and the power of theMost High will come to rest on you, and so that which will come
to birth will be named holy, Son of God. 36 Even now Elisabeth, who is of your family, is
to be a mother, though she is old: and this is the sixth month with her who was without
children. 37 For there is nothing which God is not able to do. 38And Mary said: I am the
servant of the Lord; may it be to me as you say. And the angel went away. 39 Then Mary
got up andwent quickly into the high lands, to a town of Judah; 40Andwent into the house
of Zacharias and took Elisabeth in her arms. 41And when the voice of Mary came to the
ears of Elisabeth, the baby made a sudden move inside her; then Elisabeth was full of the
Holy Spirit, 42And she said with a loud voice: May blessing be on you among women, and
a blessing on the child of your body. 43How is it that the mother of my Lord comes to me?
44 For, truly, when the sound of your voice came to my ears, the baby in my body made a
suddenmove for joy. 45Happywill she bewho had faith that the thingswhich the Lord has
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said to herwill be done. 46AndMary said: My soul gives glory to God; 47My spirit is glad in
Godmy Saviour. 48For he has had pity on his servant, though she is poor and lowly placed:
and from this hour will all generations give witness to the blessing which has come tome.
49For he who is strong has done great things for me; and holy is his name. 50His mercy is
for all generations in whom is the fear of him. 51With his arm he has done acts of power;
he has put to flight those who have pride in their hearts. 52He has put down kings from
their seats, lifting up on high the men of low degree. 53 Those who had no food he made
full of good things; themen ofwealth he sent awaywith nothing in their hands; 54His help
he has given to Israel, his servant, so that he might keep in mind his mercy to Abraham
and his seed for ever, 55As he gave his word to our fathers. 56And Mary was with her for
about three months and then went back to her house. 57Now it was time for Elisabeth to
give birth, and she had a son. 58And it came to the ears of her neighbours and relations
that the Lord had been very good to her, and they took part in her joy. 59And on the eighth
day they came to see to the circumcision of the child, and they would have given him the
name of Zacharias, his father's name; 60 But his mother made answer and said, No, his
name is John. 61And they said, Not one of your relations has that name. 62And theymade
signs to his father, to say what name was to be given to him. 63 And he sent for writing
materials and put down: His name is John; and they were all surprised. 64 And straight
away his mouth was open and his tongue was free and he gave praise to God. 65And fear
came on all those who were living round about them: and there was much talk about all
these things in all the hill-country of Judaea. 66And all who had word of them kept them
in their minds and said, What will this child be? For the hand of the Lord was with him.
67And his father, Zacharias, was full of theHoly Spirit, andwith the voice of a prophet said
these words: 68 Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, for he has come to his people and
made them free, 69 Lifting up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David,
70 (As he said, by themouth of his holy prophets, from the earliest times,) 71Salvation from
those who are against us, and from the hands of those who have hate for us; 72 To do acts
of mercy to our fathers and to keep in mind his holy word, 73 The oath which he made to
Abraham, our father, 74Thatwe, beingmade free from the fear of thosewhoare against us,
might give himworship, 75 In righteousness and holy living before himall our days. 76And
you, child, will be named the prophet of the Most High: you will go before the face of the
Lord, to make ready his ways; 77To give knowledge of salvation to his people, through the
forgiveness of sins, 78Because of the loving mercies of our God, by which the dawn from
heaven has come to us, 79To give light to those in dark places, and in the shade of death, so
that our feet may be guided into the way of peace. 80And the child became tall, and strong
in spirit; and he was living in the waste land till the day when he came before the eyes of
Israel.

2
1Nowit cameabout in thosedays that anorderwentout fromCaesarAugustus that there

was to be a numbering of all the world. 2 This was the first numbering, which was made
when Quirinius was ruler of Syria. 3 And all men went to be numbered, everyone to his
town. 4And Josephwent up fromGalilee, out of the town of Nazareth, into Judaea, to Beth-
lehem, the town of David, because he was of the house and family of David, 5To be put on
the list with Mary, his future wife, who was about to become a mother. 6And while they
were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7And she hadher first son; and folding him
in linen, she put him to rest in the placewhere the cattle had their food, because therewas
no room for them in the house. 8And in the same country there were keepers of sheep in
the fields, watching over their flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord came to them, and
the glory of the Lord was shining round about them: and fear came on them. 10And the
angel said, Have no fear; for truly, I give you goodnews of great joywhichwill be for all the
people: 11 For on this day, in the town of David, a Saviour has come to birth, who is Christ
the Lord. 12 And this is the sign to you: you will see a young child folded in linen, in the
place where the cattle have their food. 13And suddenly there was with the angel a great
bandof spirits fromheaven, giving praise toGod, and saying, 14Glory toGod in thehighest,
and on the earth peace amongmenwith whom he is well pleased. 15Andwhen the angels
had gone away from them into heaven, the keepers of the sheep said to one another, Let us
go now to Beth-lehem, and see this thing which has come about, which the Lord hasmade
clear to us. 16And they came quickly, and sawMary and Joseph, and the child in the place
where the cattle had their food. 17Andwhen they saw it, they gave them an account of the
things which had been said to them about the child. 18And all those to whose ears it came
were full ofwonder at the things said by the keepers of the sheep. 19ButMary kept all these
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words in her heart, and gavemuch thought to them. 20Then the keepers of the sheepwent
back, giving glory and praise to God for all the things which had come to their ears and
which they had seen, as it had been said to them. 21And when, after eight days, the time
came forhis circumcision, hewasnamed Jesus, thenamewhich the angel hadgiven tohim
beforehisbirth. 22Andwhen thenecessarydays formaking themcleanby the lawofMoses
had come to an end, they took him to Jerusalem to give him to the Lord 23 (As it says in the
law of the Lord, Everymother's firstmale child is to be holy to the Lord), 24And tomake an
offering, as it is ordered in the law of the Lord, of two doves or other young birds. 25And
there was then in Jerusalem amanwhose namewas Simeon; and hewas an upright man,
fearing God and waiting for the comfort of Israel: and the Holy Spirit was on him. 26And
he had knowledge, through theHoly Spirit, that hewould not see death till he had seen the
Lord's Christ. 27And full of the Spirit he came into the Temple; and when the father and
mother came inwith the child Jesus, todowithhimwhatwasorderedby the law, 28Thenhe
took him in his arms and gave praise to God and said, 29Now you are letting your servant
go in peace, O Lord, as you have said; 30 For my eyes have seen your salvation, 31Which
you have made ready before the face of all nations; 32A light of revelation to the Gentiles,
and the glory of your people Israel. 33And his father and mother were full of wonder at
the things which were said about him. 34And Simeon gave them his blessing and said to
Mary, hismother, See, this childwill be the cause of the downfall and the lifting up of great
numbers of people in Israel, and he will be a sign against which hard words will be said;
35 (And a sword will go through your heart;) so that the secret thoughts of men may come
to light. 36 And there was one, Anna, a woman prophet, the daughter of Phanuel, of the
family of Asher (she was very old, and after seven years of married life 37 She had been a
widow for eighty-four years); shewas in the Temple at all times, worshippingwith prayers
and going without food, night and day. 38And coming up at that time, she gave praise to
God, talking of him to all thosewhowerewaiting for the freeing of Jerusalem. 39Andwhen
they had done all the things whichwere ordered by the law of the Lord, they went back to
Galilee, to Nazareth, the town where they were living. 40 And the child became tall and
strong and full of wisdom, and the grace of God was on him. 41And every year his father
and mother went to Jerusalem at the feast of the Passover. 42 And when he was twelve
years old, they went up, as their way was, to the feast; 43And when the days of the feast
came to an end and they were going back, the boy Jesus was still in Jerusalem, but they
had no knowledge of it: 44And in the belief that he was with some of their number, they
went a day's journey; and after looking for him among their relations and friends, 45And
seeing that he was not there, they went back to Jerusalem, to make search for him. 46And
after three days they came across him in the Temple, seated among the wise men, giving
ear to theirwords and putting questions to them. 47And all towhose ears it camewere full
of wonder at his knowledge and the answers which he gave. 48And when they saw him
they were surprised, and his mother said to him, Son, why have you done this to us? see,
your father and I have been looking for youwith sorrow. 49Andhe said to them,Whywere
you looking for me? was it not clear to you that my right place was in my Father's house?
50 And his words seemed strange to them. 51 And he went down with them and came to
Nazareth; and did as he was ordered: and his mother kept all these words in her heart.
52And Jesus was increasing in wisdom and in years, and in grace before God andmen.

3
1Now in the fifteenth year of the rule of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being ruler of

Judaea, and Herod being king of Galilee, his brother Philip king of the country of Ituraea
and Trachonitis, and Lysanias king of Abilene, 2 When Annas and Caiaphas were high
priests, theword of the Lord came to John, the son of Zacharias, in thewaste land. 3Andhe
came intoall the country roundabout Jordan, preachingbaptismasa signof forgiveness of
sin for those whose hearts were changed. 4As it says in the book of thewords of Isaiah the
prophet, The voice of one crying in the waste land, Make ready the way of the Lord, make
his roads straight. 5 Every valley will be lifted up, and all the mountains and hills made
low, and the twisted will bemade straight, and the roughways smooth; 6And all flesh will
see the salvation of God. 7 So he said to the people who went out to him for baptism: You
offspring of snakes, at whose word are you going in flight from thewrath to come? 8Make
clear by your acts that your hearts have been changed; and do not say to yourselves, We
have Abraham for our father: for I say to you that God is able from these stones to make
children of Abraham. 9And even now the axe is put to the root of the trees; and every tree
which does not have good fruitwill be cut downandput into the fire. 10And the people put
questions to him, saying,What havewe to do? 11Andhemade answer and said to them,He
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who has two coats, let him give to himwho has not even one; and hewho has food, let him
do the same. 12 Then tax-farmers came to him for baptism and said to him, Master, what
havewe to do? 13Andhe said to them, Do notmake an attempt to getmoremoney than the
right amount. 14And men of the army put questions to him, saying, And what have we to
do? And he said to them, Do no violent acts to any man, and do not take anything without
right, and let your payment be enough for you. 15Andwhile the people were waiting, and
all men were questioning in their hearts about John, if he was the Christ or not, 16 John
made answer, saying to them all, Truly, I give you baptism with water, but one is coming
who is greater than I, whose shoes I amnot good enough to undo: hewill give you baptism
with the Holy Spirit, and with fire: 17 In whose hand is the instrument with which he will
make clean his grain; he will put the good grain in his store, but the waste will be burned
in the fire which will never be put out. 18 And so comforting them with these and other
words, he gave the good news to the people; 19But Herod the king, because John hadmade
a protest on account ofHerodias, his brother'swife, and other evil thingswhichHerodhad
done, 20Did thismost evil thing of all, and had John shut up in prison. 21Now it came about
that when all the people had been given baptism, Jesus, having had baptism with them,
was in prayer, when, the heaven being open, 22 The Holy Spirit came down in the form of
a dove, and a voice came from heaven, saying, You are my dearly loved Son, with whom
I amwell pleased. 23And Jesus at this time was about thirty years old, being the son (as it
seemed) of Joseph, the son of Heli, 24The son of Matthat, the son of Levi, the son of Melchi,
the son of Jannai, the son of Joseph, 25 The son of Mattathias, the son of Amos, the son of
Nahum, the sonof Esli, the sonofNaggai, 26The sonofMaath, the sonofMattathias, the son
of Semein, the son of Josech, the son of Joda, 27The son of Joanan, the son of Rhesa, the son
of Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, the son ofNeri, 28The son ofMelchi, the son of Addi, the
son of Cosam, the son of Elmadam, the son of Er, 29The son of Jesus, the son of Eliezer, the
son of Jorim, the son ofMatthat, the son of Levi, 30The son of Symeon, the son of Judas, the
son of Joseph, the son of Jonam, the son of Eliakim, 31The son of Melea, the son of Menna,
the sonofMattatha, the sonofNathan, the sonofDavid, 32The sonof Jesse, the sonofObed,
the son of Boaz, the son of Salmon, the son of Nahshon, 33The son of Amminadab, the son
of Arni, the son of Hezron, the son of Perez, the son of Judah, 34The son of Jacob, the son of
Isaac, the son of Abraham, the son of Terah, the son of Nahor, 35 The son of Serug, the son
of Reu, the son of Peleg, the son of Eber, the son of Shelah, 36The son of Cainan, the son of
Arphaxad, the son of Shem, the son of Noah, the son of Lamech, 37The son of Methuselah,
the son of Enoch, the son of Jared, the son of Mahalaleel, the son of Cainan, 38 The son of
Enos, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God.

4
1 And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, came back from the Jordan, and was guided by the

Spirit in the waste land 2 For forty days, being tested by the Evil One. And he had no food
in those days; and when they came to an end, he was in need of food. 3And the Evil One
said to him, If you are the Son of God, give orders to this stone to becomebread. 4And Jesus
made answer to him, It has been said in theWritings, Bread is not man's only need. 5And
he took him up and let him see all the kingdoms of the earth in aminute of time. 6And the
Evil One said, I will give you authority over all these, and the glory of them, for it has been
given tome, and I give it to anyone at my pleasure. 7 If then youwill give worship tome, it
will all be yours. 8And Jesus in answer said to him, It has been said in the Writings, Give
worship to the Lord your God, and be his servant only. 9And he took him to Jerusalem and
put him on the highest point of the Temple and said to him, If you are the Son of God, let
yourself go down from here; for it is said in the Writings, 10He will give his angels orders
to take care of you: 11 And, In their hands they will keep you up, so that your foot may
not be crushed against a stone. 12And Jesus made answer and said to him, It is said in the
Writings, You may not put the Lord your God to the test. 13And when all these tests were
ended the Evil One went away from him for a time. 14And Jesus came back to Galilee in
the power of the Spirit, and the news of him went through all the country round about.
15Andhewas teaching in their Synagogues and allmen gave himpraise. 16Andhe came to
Nazareth,wherehehadbeenasa child, andhewent, ashiswaywas, into theSynagogueon
the Sabbath, and got up to give a reading. 17And the book of the prophet Isaiah was given
to himand, opening the book, he cameon theplacewhere it is said, 18The Spirit of the Lord
is on me, because I am marked out by him to give good news to the poor; he has sent me
to make well those who are broken-hearted; to say that the prisoners will be let go, and
the blind will see, and to make the wounded free from their chains, 19 To give knowledge
that the year of the Lord's good pleasure is come. 20And shutting the book he gave it back
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to the servant and took his seat: and the eyes of all in the Synagogue were fixed on him.
21Then he said to them, Today this word has come true in your hearing. 22And they were
all giving witness, with wonder, to the words of grace which came from his mouth: and
they said, Is not this the son of Joseph? 23And he said to them,Without doubt you will say
to me, Let the medical man make himself well: the things which to our knowledge were
done at Capernaum, do them here in your country. 24And he said to them, Truly I say to
you, No prophet is honoured in his country. 25Truly I say to you, There were a number of
widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up for three years and
six months and there was no food in the land; 26 But Elijah was not sent to one of them,
but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow. 27 And there
were a number of lepers in Israel in the time of Elisha the prophet, and not one of them
wasmade clean, but only Naaman the Syrian. 28And all who were in the Synagogue were
very angry when these things were said to them. 29And they got up and took him out of
the town to the edge of themountain onwhich their townwas, so that theymight sendhim
down tohis death. 30Buthe came through themandwent onhisway. 31Andhe camedown
to Capernaum, a town of Galilee; and he was giving them teaching on the Sabbath. 32And
they were surprised at his teaching, for his word was with authority. 33And there was a
man in the Synagoguewho had an unclean spirit; and he gave a loud cry and said, 34Let us
be! what have we to do with you, Jesus of Nazareth? have you come to put an end to us? I
have knowledge who you are, the Holy One of God. 35And Jesus said to him, Be quiet, and
come out of him. And when the evil spirit had put him down on the earth in the middle
of them, he came out of him, having done him no damage. 36And wonder came on them
all and they said to one another, What are these words? for with authority and power he
gives orders to the evil spirits and they come out. 37And therewasmuch talk about him in
all the places round about. 38And he got up and went out of the Synagogue and went into
the house of Simon. And Simon's wife's mother was very ill with a burning heat; and in
answer to their prayers for her 39Hewent near her, andwith a sharpword he gave orders
to the disease and it went away from her; and straight away she got up and took care of
their needs. 40And at sundown all those who had anyone ill with any sort of disease, took
them to him, and he put his hands on every one of them and made them well. 41And evil
spirits came out of a number of them, crying out and saying, You are the Son of God. But
he gave them sharp orders not to say aword, because they had knowledge that hewas the
Christ. 42Andwhen it was day, he came out andwent to a waste place; and great numbers
of people came looking forhim, and they came tohimandwouldhavekept him fromgoing
away. 43But he said to them, I have to give the good news of the kingdom of God in other
towns, because that is why Iwas sent. 44And hewas teaching in the Synagogues of Galilee.

5
1 Now it came about that while the people came pushing to be near him, and to have

knowledge of theword of God, hewas by awide stretch ofwater namedGennesaret; 2And
he saw two boats by the edge of the water, but the fishermen had gone out of them and
were washing their nets. 3 And he got into one of the boats, the property of Simon, and
made a request to him to go a little way out from the land. And being seated he gave the
people teaching from theboat. 4Andwhenhis talkwas ended, he said to Simon, Goout into
deepwater, and let down your nets for fish. 5And Simon, answering, said,Master, wewere
working all night and we took nothing: but at your word I will let down the nets. 6 And
when they had done this, they got such a great number of fish that it seemed as if their
nets would be broken; 7And they made signs to their friends in the other boat to come to
their help. And they came, and the two boats were so full that theywere going down. 8But
Simon, when he saw it, went down at the knees of Jesus and said, Go away from me, O
Lord, for I am a sinner. 9 For he was full of wonder and so were all those who were with
him, at the number of fish which they had taken; 10And so were James and John, the sons
of Zebedee, who were working with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, Have no fear; from
this time forward you will be a fisher of men. 11And when they had got their boats to the
land, they gave up everything and went after him. 12And it came about that while he was
in one of the towns, there was a leper there: and when he saw Jesus he went down on his
face in prayer to him, saying, Lord, if it is your pleasure, youhave power tomakeme clean.
13And he put out his hand to him and said, It is my pleasure; be clean. And straight away
his disease went from him. 14And he gave him orders: Say nothing to anyman, but let the
priest see you and give an offering so that youmaybemade clean, as the lawofMoses says,
and for awitness to them. 15But news of himwent out all themore, in every direction, and
great numbers of people came together to give hearing to his words and to be made well
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from their diseases. 16 But he went away by himself to a waste place for prayer. 17And it
came about that on one of these days he was teaching; and some Pharisees and teachers
of the law were seated there, who had come from every town of Galilee and Judaea and
from Jerusalem; and the power of the Lord was with him, to make those who were ill free
from their diseases. 18And somemen hadwith them, on a bed, amanwhowas ill, without
power of moving; and they made attempts to get him in and put him before Jesus. 19And
because of themass of people, therewas noway to get him in; so theywent up on the top of
the house and let him down through the roof, on his bed, into the middle in front of Jesus.
20And seeing their faithhe said,Man, youhave forgiveness for your sins. 21And the scribes
and Pharisees were having an argument, saying, Who is this, who has no respect for God?
who is able to give forgiveness for sins, but God only? 22 But Jesus, who had knowledge
of their thoughts, said to them, Why are you reasoning in your hearts? 23Which is the
simpler: to say, You have forgiveness for your sins; or to say, Get up and go? 24But so that
youmay see that on earth the Son ofman has authority for the forgiveness of sins, (he said
to themanwhowas ill,) I say to you, Get up, and take up your bed, and go into your house.
25Andstraight awayhegotupbefore them, and tookuphis bedandwent away tohishouse
giving praise to God. 26And wonder overcame them all, and they gave glory to God; and
they were full of fear, saying, We have seen strange things today. 27And after these things
he went out, and saw Levi, a tax-farmer, seated at the place where taxes were taken, and
said to him, Come after me. 28And giving up his business, he got up and went after him.
29 And Levi made a great feast for him in his house: and a great number of tax-farmers
and others were seated at table with them. 30 And the Pharisees and their scribes made
protests against his disciples, saying, Why do you take food and drink with tax-farmers
and sinners? 31And Jesus, answering, said to them, Those who are well have no need of
a medical man, but those who are ill. 32 I have come, not to get the upright, but sinners,
so that they may be turned from their sins. 33And they said to him, The disciples of John
frequently gowithout food, andmake prayers, and so do the disciples of the Pharisees; but
your disciples take food and drink. 34And Jesus said, Are you able to make the friends of
the newly-married man go without food when he is with them? 35But the days will come
when hewill be taken away from them, and then they will go without food. 36And he said
to them, in a story, Noman takes a bit of cloth from a new coat and puts it on to an old coat,
for so the new coat would be damaged and the bit from the new would not go well with
the old. 37And no man puts new wine into old wine-skins, for fear that the skins will be
burst by the new wine, and the wine be let out, and the skins come to destruction. 38 But
newwine has to be put into newwine-skins. 39And noman, having had old wine, has any
desire for new, for he says, The old is better.

6
1Now it came about that on the Sabbath he was going through the fields of grain, and

his disciples took the heads of the grain for food, crushing them in their hands. 2But some
of the Pharisees said, Why do you do what it is not right to do on the Sabbath? 3And Jesus
said,Haveyounot seen in theWritingswhatDaviddidwhenhewas inneedof food, he, and
those who were with him; 4How he went into the house of God and took for food the holy
bread, which only the priests may take, and gave it to those who were with him? 5And he
said, The Son ofman is lord even of the Sabbath. 6And it came about, on another Sabbath,
that hewent into the Synagogue andwas teaching there. And amanwas therewhose right
handwasdead. 7And the scribes andPhariseeswerewatchinghim to see if hewouldmake
himwell on the Sabbath, so that theymight be able to say something against him. 8But he
had knowledge of their thoughts; andhe said to themanwhose handwas dead, Get up and
come into themiddle. Andhe got up and came forward. 9And Jesus said, I put the question
toyou, Is it right todogoodon theSabbathor todoevil? to give lifeor to take it away? 10And
looking roundonall of them, he said tohim, Put out yourhand. Andhedid so: andhishand
was made well. 11But they were full of wrath, and were talking together about what they
might do to Jesus. 12 And it came about in those days that he went out to the mountain
for prayer; and he was all night in prayer to God. 13 And the day came and, turning to
his disciples, he made a selection from among them of twelve, to whom he gave the name
of Apostles; 14 Simon, to whom he gave the name of Peter, and Andrew, his brother, and
James and John and Philip and Bartholomew 15AndMatthew and Thomas and James, the
sonofAlphaeus, and Simon,whowasnamed theZealot, 16And Judas, the sonof James, and
Judas Iscariot, he who was false to him. 17And he came down with them to a level place,
and a great band of his disciples, and a very great number of people from all Judaea and
Jerusalemand fromtheparts of TyreandSidonby the sea, came togivehearing tohim, and
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to be made well from their diseases; 18And those who were troubled with unclean spirits
weremadewell. 19And all the peoplewere desiring to be touched by him, for power came
from him and made them all well. 20And turning his eyes to his disciples he said, Happy
are youwhoarepoor: for the kingdomofGod is yours. 21Happyare youwhoare inneedof
food now: for you will be made full. Happy are you who are weeping now; for you will be
glad. 22Happy are you, whenmen have hate for you, and put you away from among them
and say angry words to you, turning away in disgust at your name, because of the Son of
man. 23Be glad in that day, and be lifted up for joy, for your reward in heavenwill be great:
for their fathers did these same things to the prophets. 24But unhappy are you who have
wealth: for you have been comforted now. 25Unhappy are you who are full of food now:
for you will be in need. Unhappy are you who are laughing now: for you will be crying
in sorrow. 26Unhappy are you when all men give you their approval: for so their fathers
did to the false prophets. 27 But I say to you who give ear to me, Have love for those who
are against you, do good to those who have hate for you, 28Give blessing to those who give
you curses, say prayers for those who are cruel to you. 29 If a man gives you a blow on one
side of your face, then let the other side be turned to him; from himwho takes away your
coat, do not keep back your robe. 30Give to everyone who comes with a request, and if a
man takes away your property, make no attempt to get it back again. 31Do to others as you
wouldhave themdo to you. 32 If youhave love for thosewhohave love for you,what credit
is it to you? for even sinners have love for those who have love for them. 33And if you do
good to those who do good to you, what credit is it to you? for even sinners do the same.
34And if you let thosehave theuse of yourmoney, fromwhomyouarehoping to get it back,
what credit is it to you? even sinners do so to sinners, hoping to get back as much as they
gave. 35But be loving to those who are against you and do them good, and give them your
money, not giving up hope, and your reward will be great and you will be the sons of the
Most High: for he is kind to evil men, and to those who have hard hearts. 36Be full of pity,
even as your Father is full of pity. 37Be not judges of others, and youwill not be judged: do
not give punishment to others, and you will not get punishment yourselves: make others
free, and youwill bemade free: 38Give, and it will be given to you; goodmeasure, crushed
down, full and running over, they will give to you. For in the same measure as you give,
it will be given to you again. 39And he gave them teaching in the form of a story, saying,
Is it possible for one blind man to be guide to another? will they not go falling together
into a hole? 40 The disciple is not greater than his master, but everyone whose learning is
complete will be like his master. 41And why do you take note of the grain of dust in your
brother's eye, but take no note of the bit of woodwhich is in your eye? 42Howwill you say
to your brother, Brother, let me take the grain of dust out of your eye, when you yourself
do not see the bit of wood in your eye? O false one! first take the wood out of your eye and
then youwill see clearly to take the dust out of your brother's eye. 43For no good tree gives
bad fruit, and no bad tree gives good fruit. 44 For every tree is judged by its fruit. Men do
not get figs from thorns, or grapes fromblackberryplants. 45The goodman, out of the good
store of his heart, gives good things; and the evilman, out of his evil store, gives evil: for out
of the full store of the heart come the words of the mouth. 46Why do you say to me, Lord,
Lord, and do not the things which I say? 47Everyonewho comes tome and gives ear tomy
words and does them, I will make clear to you what he is like: 48He is like a man building
a house, whowent deep and put the base of it on a rock; andwhen the water came up and
the riverwas driving against that house, it was notmoved, because the buildingwas good.
49 But he who gives hearing, without doing, is like a man building a house on the earth
without a base for it; andwhen the force of the river came against it, straight away it came
down; and the destruction of that house was great.

7
1After he had come to the end of all his words in the hearing of the people, he went into

Capernaum. 2And a certain captain had a servant who was very dear to him; this servant
was ill and near to death. 3Andwhen news of Jesus came to his ears, he sent to him rulers
of the Jews, requesting that he would come and make his servant well. 4And they, when
they came to Jesus, made their request warmly, saying, 5 It is right for you to do this for
him, because he is a friend to our nation, and himself has put up a Synagogue for us. 6And
Jesus went with them. And when he was not far from the house, the man sent friends to
him, saying, Lord, do not give yourself trouble: for I am not important enough for you to
come into my house: 7And I had the feeling that I was not even good enough to come to
you: but say the word only, and my servant will be well. 8 For I, myself, am a man under
authority, having men under me; and I say to this one, Go, and he goes; and to another,
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Come, and he comes; and to my servant, Do this, and he does it. 9And when these things
were said to Jesus, he was surprised, and, turning to the mass of people coming after him,
said, I have not seen such great faith, no, not in Israel. 10And when those who were sent
came back to the house they saw that the servant was well. 11And it came about, after a
little time, that hewent to a townnamedNain; andhis discipleswentwith him, and a great
number of people. 12Nowwhen he came near the door of the town, a deadmanwas being
taken out, the only son of his mother, who was a widow: and a great number of people
from the town were with her. 13And when the Lord saw her, he had pity on her and said
to her, Be not sad. 14And he came near, and put his hand on the stretcher where the dead
man was: and those who were moving it came to a stop. And he said, Young man, I say to
you, Get up. 15And the dead man got up, and words came from his lips. And he gave him
to hismother. 16And fear came on all, and they gave praise to God, saying, A great prophet
is among us: and, God has given thought to his people. 17And this story about him went
through all Judaea and the places round about. 18And the disciples of John gave him an
account of all these things. 19 Then John sent two of his disciples to the Lord, saying, Are
you he who is to come, or are we waiting for another? 20And when the men came to him
they said, John the Baptist has sent us to you, saying, Are you he who is to come, or are we
waiting for another? 21At that time, he made a number of people free from their diseases
and their pains, and from evil spirits; and to others who were blind he gave back the use
of their eyes. 22And answering them he said, Go back and give news to John of what you
have seen, and the thingswhich have come to your ears; the blind now see, thosewho had
no power in their legs are walking, lepers are made clean, those who had no hearing now
have their ears open, deadmen come to life again, and the poor have the good news given
to them. 23And a blessing will be on him who has no doubts about me. 24And when the
menwhowere sent by Johnhad gone away, he said to thepeople, about John,What did you
go out into the waste land to see? a tall stem moving in the wind? 25But what did you go
out to see? aman in soft clothing? See now, thosewhohave beautiful clothing and delicate
food are in kings' houses. 26 But what did you go out to see? a prophet? Yes, I say to you,
and more than a prophet. 27 This is he of whom it has been said, See, I send my servant
before your face, who will make ready your way before you. 28 I say to you, Among all the
sons of women, not one is greater than John: but he who is least in the kingdom of God
is greater than he. 29 (And all the people, and the tax-farmers, to whom John had given
baptism, when they had knowledge of these things, gave glory to God. 30But the Pharisees
and the teachers of the law were against the purpose of God for themselves, not having
had his baptism.) 31What comparison am I to make of the men of this generation? what
are they like? 32 They are like children who are seated in the market-place, crying out to
one another, and saying,Wemademusic for you, but youdidnot take part in the dance;we
gave cries of sorrow, but you were not sad. 33For John the Baptist came, taking no food or
drink, and you say, Hehas an evil spirit. 34The Sonofman came feasting, and you say, Here
is a lover of food and wine, a friend of tax-farmers and sinners. 35 But wisdom is judged
to be right by all her children. 36And one of the Pharisees made a request that he would
take ameal with him. And hewent into the Pharisee's house and took his seat at the table.
37And there was a woman in the town who was a sinner; and when she had news that he
was a guest in the Pharisee's house, she took a bottle of perfume, 38And went in and took
her place at the back of him, near his feet, weeping, so that his feet were washed with the
drops from her eyes, and with her hair she made them dry, and kissing his feet she put
the perfume on them. 39Nowwhen the Pharisee in whose house he was saw it, he said to
himself, Thisman, if hewas a prophet, would be consciouswhat sort ofwoman this iswho
has put her hands on him, that she is a sinner. 40And Jesus, answering, said, Simon, I have
something to say to you. And he said, Master, say on. 41And he said, Twomenwere in debt
to a certain man of business: one had a debt of five hundred pence, and the other of fifty.
42When they were unable to make payment, he made the two of them free of their debts.
Which of them, now, will have the greater love for him? 43Simon, in answer, said, It seems
hewhosedebtwasgreater. Andhe said, Yourdecision is right. 44And turning to thewoman
he said to Simon, You see this woman? I came into your house; you did not give me water
for my feet: but she has been washing my feet with the drops from her eyes, and drying
themwithher hair. 45Youdidnot givemeakiss: but she, from the timewhen I came in, has
gone on kissingmy feet. 46You put no oil onmy head: but she has put perfume onmy feet.
47 And so I say to you, She will have forgiveness for her sins which are great in number,
because of her great love: but hewho has small need of forgiveness gives little love. 48And
he said to her, You have forgiveness for your sins. 49And those who were seated at table
with him said to themselves,Who is thiswho even gives forgiveness of sins? 50Andhe said
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to the woman, By your faith you have salvation; go in peace.

8
1And it came about, after a short time, that he went through town and country giving

the good news of the kingdomof God, andwith himwere the twelve, 2And certainwomen
who had been made free from evil spirits and diseases, Mary named Magdalene, from
whomsevenevil spirits had goneout, 3And Joanna, thewife of Chuza,Herod's chief house-
servant, and Susanna and a number of others, who gave him of their wealth for his needs.
4And when a great number of people came together, and men from every town went out
to him, he gave them teaching in the form of a story: 5Aman went out to put in seed, and
while he was doing it, some was dropped by the wayside and it was crushed under foot,
and was taken by the birds of heaven. 6And some went on the rock, and when it came up
it became dry and dead because it had no water. 7And some went among thorns, and the
thorns came up with it and it had no room for growth. 8And some falling on good earth,
came up and gave fruit a hundred times as much. And with these words he said in a loud
voice, He who has ears, let him give ear. 9And his disciples put questions to him about the
point of the story. 10And he said, To you is given knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom
of God; but to the others, they are given in stories, so that seeing, they may not see, and
though they give hearing, the sense will not be clear to them. 11Now this is the point of
the story: The seed is the word of God. 12Those by the side of the road are those who have
given hearing; then the Evil One comes and takes away theword from their hearts, so that
they may not have faith and get salvation. 13 And those on the rock are those who with
joy give hearing to the word; but having no root, they have faith for a time, and when the
test comes they give up. 14And those which went among thorns are those who have given
hearing, and go on theirway, but they are overcomeby cares andwealth and the pleasures
of life, and they give no fruit. 15And those in the good earth are those who, having given
ear to the word, keep it with a good and true heart, and in quiet strength give fruit. 16No
man, when the light is lighted, puts a cover over it, or puts it under a bed, but he puts it
on its table, so that those who come in may see the light. 17 For nothing is put out of view
whichwill not bemade clear, andnothing is secret ofwhich theknowledgewill not come to
light. 18So take care how you give hearing, for to himwho haswill be given, and fromhim
who has not will be taken evenwhat he seems to have. 19And hismother and his brothers
came tohim, and theywerenot able to get nearhimbecause of the great number of people.
20 And someone said to him, Your mother and your brothers are outside desiring to see
you. 21 But he said to them in answer, My mother and my brothers are those who have
knowledge of the word of God and do it. 22Now it came about on one of those days that
he got into a boat with his disciples; and he said to them, Let us go over to the other side
of the water: and they put out the boat. 23 But while they were sailing he went to sleep:
and a storm of wind came down on the sea, and the boat became full of water and they
were in danger. 24Then they came to him and, awaking him out of his sleep, said, Master,
Master, destruction is near. And he, when he was awake, gave orders to the wind and the
rolling waves, and the storm came to an end, and all was calm. 25 And he said to them,
Where is your faith? And fear and wonder overcame them, and they said to one another,
Who then is this, who gives orders even to the winds and the water and they do what he
says? 26And they came to the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. 27And
when he had come to the land, there came to him a certain man from the town who had
evil spirits; and for a long time he had had no clothing on, and was not living in a house
but in the place of the dead. 28And when he saw Jesus, he gave a loud cry and went down
on the earth before him and in a loud voice said, What have I to do with you, Jesus, Son of
theMost High God? Do not be cruel tome. 29For he gave an order to the evil spirit to come
out of theman. For frequently it would take a grip of him: and he was kept under control,
and prisonedwith chains; but parting the chains in two, hewould be sent by the driving of
the evil spirit into waste places. 30And Jesus said to him,What is your name? And he said,
Legion; for a number of spirits had gone into him. 31And they made a request to him that
he would not give them an order to go away into the deep. 32Now there was a great herd
of pigs in that place, getting food on the mountain: and the evil spirits made a request to
him that he would let them go into the pigs, and he let them. 33And the evil spirits came
out of theman andwent into the pigs: and the herdwent rushing down a sharp slope into
the water and came to destruction. 34Andwhen themenwho took care of them sawwhat
had come about, theywent quickly and gave news of it in the town and the country. 35And
they went out to see what had taken place, and they came to Jesus and saw theman out of
whom the evil spirits had gone, seated, clothed andwith full use of his senses, at the feet of
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Jesus; and fear came on them. 36And those who had seen it gave them an account of how
themanwho had the evil spirits wasmadewell. 37And all the people of the country of the
Gerasenes made a request to him to go away from them; for they were in great fear: and
he got into a boat and went back. 38But the man from whom the evil spirits had gone out
had a great desire to be with him, but he sent him away, saying, 39Go back to your house
and let them have news of all the great things which God has done for you. And he went
away, giving word through all the town of the great things which Jesus had done for him.
40 And when Jesus went back, the people were glad to see him, for they were all waiting
for him. 41 Then there came a man named Jairus, who was a ruler in the Synagogue: and
he went down at the feet of Jesus, desiring him to come to his house; 42For he had an only
daughter, about twelve years old, and she was near to death. But while he was on his way,
the people were pushing to be near him. 43And awoman, who had had a flow of blood for
twelve years, and had given all her money to medical men, and not one of them was able
to make her well, 44Came after him and put her hand on the edge of his robe, and straight
away the flowing of her bloodwas stopped. 45And Jesus said,Whowas touchingme? And
when they all said, It is not I, Peter and those who were with him said, Master, the people
are pushing round you on every side. 46 But Jesus said, Someone was touching me, for I
had the feeling that power had gone out from me. 47And when the woman saw that she
was not able to keep it secret, she came, shaking with fear, and falling down before him
she made clear before all the people the reason for her touching him, and how she was
made well straight away. 48 And he said to her, Daughter, your faith has made you well;
go in peace. 49While he was still talking, someone came from the house of the ruler of the
Synagogue, saying, Your daughter is dead; do not go on troubling the Master. 50But Jesus
at thesewords said to him, Have no fear, only have faith, and shewill bemadewell. 51And
when he came to the house he did not let anyman go in with him, but only Peter and John
and James, and the father of the girl and her mother. 52And all the people were weeping
and crying for her; but he said, Do not be sad, for she is not dead, but sleeping. 53And they
were laughing at him, being certain that she was dead. 54But he, taking her hand, said to
her, My child, get up. 55And her spirit came back to her and she got up straight away: and
he gave orders that food was to be given to her. 56And her father and mother were full of
wonder, but he gave orders to them to say nothing about it to anyone.

9
1And getting the twelve together, he gave them power and authority over all evil spirits

and over diseases, to make them well. 2 And he sent them out to be preachers of the
kingdom of God, and tomake well those whowere ill. 3And he said to them, Take nothing
for your journey, no stick or bag or bread ormoney, and do not take two coats. 4And if you
go into a house, let that house be your resting-place till you go away. 5And if any people
will not take you in, when you go away from that town, put off its dust from your feet for a
witness against them. 6And they went away, journeying through all the towns, preaching
the good news and making people free from diseases in all places. 7Now Herod the king
had news of all these things: and hewas in doubt, because it was said by some people that
John had come back from the dead; 8 And by some, that Elijah had come; and by others,
that one of the old prophets had come back to life. 9And Herod said, I put John to death:
but who is this, of whom such stories are given to me? And he had a desire to see him.
10And the twelve, when they came back, gave him an account of what they had done. And
he took themwith him andwent away from the people to a town named Beth-saida. 11But
the people, getting news of it, went after him: and he was pleased to see them, and gave
them teaching about the kingdom of God, and made those well who were in need of it.
12And the day went on; and the twelve came to him and said, Send these people away so
that they may go into the towns and the country round about and get resting-places and
food for themselves, for we are in awaste place. 13But he said, Give them food yourselves.
And they said,Wehave only five cakes of bread and twofishes, if we do not go and get food
for all thesepeople. 14For therewereaboutfive thousandmen. Andhe said tohis disciples,
Make them be seated in groups, about fifty to a group. 15And they did so, and made them
all be seated. 16And he took the five cakes of bread and the two fishes and, looking up to
heaven, he said words of blessing over them, and when they had been broken, he gave
them to the disciples to give to the people. 17And they all took the food and had enough;
and they took up of the broken bits which were over, twelve baskets full. 18And it came
about that when he was in prayer, by himself, and the disciples were with him, he put a
question to them, saying, Who do the people say I am? 19And they, answering, said, John
the Baptist; but others say Elijah; and others, that one of the old prophets has come back.
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20Andhe said, Butwhodo you say that I am? AndPeter, answering, said, The Christ of God.
21But he gave themspecial orders, not to say this to anyman; 22Saying, The Sonofmanwill
undergo much and be put on one side by the rulers and the chief priests and the teachers
of the law, and be put to death, and on the third day hewill comeback to life. 23Andhe said
to them all, If any man has a desire to come after me, let him give up all, and take up his
cross every day, and come after me. 24 For whoever has a desire to keep his life will have
it taken from him, but whoever gives up his life because of me, will keep it. 25 For what
profit will a man have if he gets all the world, but undergoes loss or destruction himself?
26For if anyman has a feeling of shame because ofme or ofmywords, the Son ofmanwill
have shame because of him when he comes in his glory and the glory of the Father and
of the holy angels. 27But truly I say to you, Some of those who are here now will have no
taste of death till they see the kingdom of God. 28And about eight days after he had said
these things, he tookPeter and Johnand Jameswithhimandwentup into themountain for
prayer. 29Andwhile hewas in prayer, his facewas changed and his clothing becamewhite
and shining. 30And two men, Moses and Elijah, were talking with him; 31Who were seen
in glory and were talking of his death which was about to take place in Jerusalem. 32Now
Peter and those who were with him were overcome with sleep: but when they were fully
awake, they saw his glory and the two men who were with him. 33And when they were
about to go away from him, Peter said to Jesus, Master, it is good for us to be here; let us
make three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah: having no knowledge
of what he was saying. 34And while he said these things, the shade of a cloud came over
them, and they were full of fear when they went into the cloud. 35And there was a voice
from the cloud saying, This is my Son, the man of my selection; give ear to him. 36 And
after the voice was gone they saw that Jesus was by himself. And they kept quiet, and said
nothing at that time to anyone of the things which they had seen. 37And on the day after,
when they came down from the mountain, a great band of people came to him. 38And a
man from among them, crying out, said, Master, I make a request to you, give a thought
to my son, for he is my only child: 39And see, a spirit takes him, and suddenly he gives a
cry, twisted in pain and streaming at the lips, and when it goes away from him at last, he
is marked as from blows. 40And I made a request to your disciples to send it out of him,
but they were not able to do it. 41And Jesus said, O generation without faith and false in
heart, how long will I have to be with you and put up with you? let your son come here.
42And while he was coming, he was pushed violently down and twisted by the evil spirit.
But Jesus gave sharp orders to the unclean spirit, and made the boy well, and gave him
back to his father. 43 And they were full of wonder at the great power of God. But while
they were all wondering at all the things which he did, he said to his disciples, 44Let these
words go deep into your ears, for the Son of man will be given up into the hands of men.
45But this sayingwasnot clear to themand its sensewas kept secret from themso that they
were not able to see it: and they had fear of questioning him about it. 46Now there was a
discussion among them aboutwhich of themwould be the greatest. 47Butwhen Jesus saw
the reasoning of their hearts, he took a small child and put him by his side, 48And said to
them, Whoever gives honour to this child in my name, gives honour to me: and whoever
gives honour to me, gives honour to him who sent me: for whoever is least among you
all, that man is great. 49And John, answering, said, Master, we saw aman driving out evil
spirits in your name, andwedid not let himdo it, because hewas not one of us. 50But Jesus
said to him, Let him do it, for hewho is not against you is for you. 51And it came about that
when the days were near for him to be taken up, his face was turned to go to Jerusalem,
52And he sent men before: and they came to a small town of Samaria to make ready for
him. 53 But they would not have him there, because he was clearly going to Jerusalem.
54Andwhenhis disciples, James and John, saw this, they said, Lord,maywe sendfire from
heaven and put an end to them? 55But turning round he said sharp words to them. 56And
theywent to another small town. 57Andwhen theywere on theway, a certainman said to
him, I will come after youwherever you go. 58And Jesus said to him, Foxes have holes and
the birds of the air have resting-places, but the Son of man has nowhere to put his head.
59And he said to another, Come after me. But he said, Lord, let me first go and give the last
honours tomy father. 60But he said to him, Let the dead take care of their dead; it is for you
to go and give news of the kingdom of God. 61And anotherman said, I will comewith you,
Lord, but first letme say a last good-day to thosewho are atmy house. 62But Jesus said, No
man, having put his hand to the plough and looking back, is good enough for the kingdom
of God.
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10
1Nowafter these things, the Lordmade selection of seventy others and sent thembefore

him, two together, into every town and place where he himself was about to come. 2And
he said to them, There is much grain ready to be cut, but not enough workers: so make
prayer to the Lord of the grain-fields that he will send workers to get in the grain. 3Go on
your way: see, I send you out like lambs among wolves. 4 Take no bag for money or for
food, and no shoes; say no word to any man on the way. 5 And whenever you go into a
house, first say, Peace be to this house. 6And if a son of peace is there, your peace will be
with him: but if not, it will come back to you again. 7And keep in that same house, taking
what food and drink they give you: for the worker has a right to his reward. Do not go
from house to house. 8And into whatever town you go, if they take you in, take whatever
food is given to you: 9Andmake well those in it who are ill and say to them, The kingdom
of God is near to you. 10But if you go into a townwhere they will not have you, go out into
the streets of it and say, 11Even the dust of your town, which is on our feet, we put off as a
witness against you; but be certain of this, that the kingdom of God is near. 12 I say to you,
It will be better in that day for Sodom than for that town. 13A curse is on you, Chorazin! A
curse is on you, Beth-saida! For if such works of power had been done in Tyre and Sidon
as have been done in you, they would have been turned from their sins, in days gone by,
seated in the dust. 14But it will be better for Tyre and Sidon, in the day of judging, than for
you. 15And you, Capernaum, were you not lifted up to heaven? you will go down to hell.
16Whoever gives ear to you, gives ear to me; and whoever is against you, is against me;
andwhoever is againstme, is against himwho sentme. 17And the seventy camebackwith
joy, saying, Lord, even the evil spirits are under our power in your name. 18And he said,
I was watching for Satan, falling from heaven like a star. 19 See, I have given you power
to put your feet on snakes and evil beasts, and over all the strength of him who is against
you: and nothingwill do you damage. 20Donot be glad, however, because you have power
over spirits, but because your names are recorded in heaven. 21 In that same hour he was
full of joy in the Holy Spirit and said, I give praise to you, O Father, Lord of heaven and
earth, because you have kept these things secret from the wise and the men of learning,
and have made them clear to little children: for so, O Father, it was pleasing in your eyes.
22All things have been given to me by my Father: and no one has knowledge of the Son,
but only the Father: and of the Father, but only the Son, and he towhom the Sonwill make
it clear. 23And, turning to the disciples, he said privately, Happy are the eyeswhich see the
things you see: 24For I say to you that numbers of prophets and kings have had a desire to
see the thingswhich you see, and have not seen them, and to have knowledge of the things
which have come to your ears, and they had it not. 25And a certain teacher of the law got
up and put him to the test, saying, Master, what have I to do so that Imay have eternal life?
26And he said to him, What does the law say, in your reading of it? 27And he, answering,
said, Have love for the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with
all your strength andwith all yourmind; and for your neighbour as for yourself. 28And he
said, You have given the right answer: do this and you will have life. 29But he, desiring to
put himself in the right, said to Jesus, And who is my neighbour? 30And Jesus, answering
him, said, A certain man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he got into the
hands of thieves, who took his clothing and gave him cruel blows, and when they went
away, he was half dead. 31And by chance a certain priest was going down that way: and
when he saw him, he went by on the other side. 32And in the sameway, a Levite, when he
came to the place and saw him, went by on the other side. 33But a certainman of Samaria,
journeying that way, came where he was, and when he saw him, he was moved with pity
for him, 34And came to him and put clean linen round his wounds, with oil andwine; and
heputhimonhisbeast and tookhimtoahouseand tookcareofhim. 35And thedayafterhe
took two pennies and gave them to the owner of the house and said, Take care of him; and
if this money is not enough, when I come again I will give you whatever more is needed.
36Which of these three men, in your opinion, was neighbour to the man who came into
the hands of thieves? 37And he said, The one who had mercy on him. And Jesus said, Go
and do the same. 38Now, while they were on their way, he came to a certain town; and
a woman named Martha took him into her house. 39And she had a sister, by name Mary,
who took her seat at the Lord's feet and gave attention to his words. 40ButMartha had her
hands full of thework of the house, and she came to himand said, Lord, is it nothing to you
thatmy sister has let me do all thework? Say to her that she is to giveme some help. 41But
the Lord, answering, said to her, Martha, Martha, you are full of care and troubled about
such a number of things: 42 Little is needed, or even one thing only: for Mary has taken
that good part, which will not be taken away from her.
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11
1And it cameabout that hewas in prayer in a certain place, andwhenhe came to an end,

one of his disciples said to him, Lord, will you give us teaching about prayer, as John did
to his disciples? 2And he said to them, When you say your prayers, say, Father, may your
namebe kept holy and your kingdomcome. 3Give us every day bread for our needs. 4May
we have forgiveness for our sins, as we make free all those who are in debt to us. And let
us not be put to the test. 5And he said to them, Which of you, having a friend, would go
to him in the middle of the night and say to him, Friend, let me have three cakes of bread;
6Because a friend of mine has come to me on a journey, and I have nothing to put before
him; 7And he, from inside the house, would say in answer, Do not be a trouble to me; the
door is now shut, andmy children arewithme in bed; it is not possible forme to get up and
give toyou? 8 I say toyou, Thoughhewill not getupandgive tohim, becausehe ishis friend,
still, if he keeps onmaking his request, he will get up and give him asmuch as he has need
of. 9And I say to you, Make requests, and they will be answered; what you are searching
for, you will get; when you give the sign, the door will be open to you. 10 For to everyone
who makes a request, it will be given; and he who is searching will get his desire; and to
him who gives the sign, the door will be open. 11 And which of you, being a father, will
give a stone to his son, who makes request for bread? or for a fish, will give him a snake?
12Or for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If, then, youwho are evil are able to give good
things to your children, howmuchmore will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to
thosewhomake request to him? 14Andhewas sending an evil spirit out of amanwhowas
without the power of talking. And it came about that when the spirit had gone the man
had the power of talking; and the people were full of wonder. 15But some of them said, He
sends out evil spirits by Beelzebul, the ruler of evil spirits. 16And others, testing him, were
looking for a sign from heaven from him. 17 But he, having knowledge of their thoughts,
said to them, Everykingdominwhich there is division ismadewaste; andahouse inwhich
there is division comes to destruction. 18 If, then, Satan is at war with himself, how will
he keep his kingdom? because you say that I send evil spirits out of men by the help of
Beelzebul. 19And if I, by Beelzebul, send out evil spirits, by whose help do your sons send
them out? so let them be your judges. 20But if I, by the finger of God, send out evil spirits,
then the kingdom of God has overtaken you. 21When the strong man armed keeps watch
over his house, then his goods are safe: 22But when one who is stronger makes an attack
on him and overcomes him, he takes away his instruments of war, in which he had put his
faith, andmakes division of his goods. 23Hewho is not with me is against me, and he who
will not givemehelp in getting people together is driving themaway. 24The unclean spirit,
whenhehas goneout of aman, goes throughdryplaces, looking for rest; andwhenhedoes
not get it, he says, I will go back to my house from which I came. 25And when he comes,
he sees that it has been made fair and clean. 26 Then he goes and gets seven other spirits
more evil than himself, and they go in, and take their places there: and the last condition
of that man is worse than the first. 27And it came about that when he said these things, a
certain woman among the people said in a loud voice, Happy is the body which gave you
birth, and the breasts fromwhich you took milk. 28But he said, More happy are they who
give hearing to the word of God and keep it. 29And when a great number of people came
together to him, he said, This generation is an evil generation: it is looking for a sign and
no sign will be given to it but the sign of Jonah. 30 For even as Jonah became a sign to the
Ninevites, sowill the Son ofman be to this generation. 31The queen of the Southwill come
up on the day of judging and give her decision against the men of this generation: for she
came from the ends of the earth to give ear to thewisdomof Solomon; and now something
greater than Solomon is here. 32 The men of Nineveh will come up in the day of judging
and give their decision against this generation: for they were turned away from their sins
at the preaching of Jonah; but now something greater than Jonah is here. 33Noman, when
the light has been lighted, puts it in a secret place, or under a vessel, but on its table, so that
those who come in may see the light. 34 The light of the body is the eye: when your eye is
true, all your body is full of light; but when it is evil, your body is dark. 35 So take care that
the lightwhich is in you is not dark. 36 If, then, all your body is light, with no part of it dark,
it will be completely full of light, as when a flame with its bright shining gives you light.
37Now,while hewas talking, a Phariseemade a request that hewould come to amealwith
him; and hewent in and took his seat at themeal. 38Andwhen the Pharisee saw it, he was
surprised because he came to themeal without first washing himself. 39And the Lord said
to him, You Pharisees make the outside of the cup and the plate clean; but inside you are
thieves and full of evil. 40O you foolish ones! did not hewhomade the outside in the same
way make the inside? 41 But if you give to the poor such things as you are able, then all
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things are clean to you. 42But a curse is on you, Pharisees! for youmakemen give a tenth
of every sort of plant, and give no thought to right and the love of God; but it is right for
you to do these things, and not let the others be undone. 43A curse is on you, Pharisees! for
your desires are for the most important seats in the Synagogues and for words of respect
said to you in the market-place. 44A curse is on you! for you are like the resting-places of
dead men, which are not seen, and men go walking over them without knowledge of it.
45 And one of the teachers of the law, answering, said to him, Master, in saying this, you
give a bad name to us as to them. 46 And he said, A curse is on you, teachers of the law!
for while other men are crushed under the weight of the rules you make for them, you
yourselves do not put so much as one finger to them. 47A curse is on you! for you make
resting-places for the bodies of the prophets, but your fathers put them to death. 48So you
are witnesses and give approval to the work of your fathers; for they put them to death
and youmake their last resting-places. 49For this reason thewisdomof God has said, I will
send themprophets and teachers, and to someof themtheywill givedeathandcruel pains;
50So that punishmentmay come on this generation for the blood of all the prophets which
was given from the earliest days; 51From the blood of Abel to the blood of Zachariah, who
was put to death between the altar and the Temple. Yes, I say to you, It will come on this
generation. 52A curse is on you, teachers of the law! for you have taken away the key of
knowledge: you did not go in yourselves, and you got in the way of those who were going
in. 53And when he had come out of that place, the scribes and the Pharisees came round
him angrily, questioning him about more things; 54And watching him, for a chance to get
something from his words whichmight be used against him.

12
1At that time, when thousands of the people had come together, in such numbers that

they were crushing one another, he said first to his disciples, Have nothing to do with the
leaven of the Pharisees, which is deceit. 2But nothing is covered up, which will not come
to light, or secret, which will not be made clear. 3 So, whatever you have said in the dark,
will come to men's hearing in the light, and what you have said secretly inside the house,
will be made public from the house-tops. 4And I say to you, my friends, Have no fear of
those who may put the body to death, and are able to do no more than that. 5 But I will
make clear to you ofwhomyou are to be in fear: of himwho after death has power to send
you to hell; yes, truly I say, Have fear of him. 6Are not five sparrows given in exchange for
two farthings? and God has every one of them in mind. 7But even the hairs of your head
are numbered. Have no fear: you are ofmore value than a flock of sparrows. 8And I say to
you that to everyonewho giveswitness tome beforemen, the Son ofmanwill givewitness
before the angels of God. 9But if anyone says beforemen that he has no knowledge of me,
I will say that I have no knowledge of him before the angels of God. 10And if anyone says
a word against the Son of man, he will have forgiveness: but for him who says evil words
against the Holy Spirit, there will be no forgiveness. 11Andwhen they take you before the
Synagogues and the authorities and the rulers, take no thought about what answers you
will give, or what you will say: 12 For the Holy Spirit will make clear to you in that very
hour what to say. 13And one of the people said to him, Master, give an order tomy brother
to make division of the heritage with me. 14But he said, Man, who made me a judge or a
maker of decisions for you? 15And he said to them, Take care to keep yourselves free from
the desire for property; for a man's life is not made up of the number of things which he
has. 16And he said to them, in a story, The land of a certain man of great wealth was very
fertile: 17And he said to himself, What is to be done? for I have no place inwhich to put all
my fruit. 18And he said, This I will do: I will take downmy store-houses andmake greater
ones, and there I will put all my grain andmy goods. 19And I will say to my soul, Soul, you
have a great amount of goods in store, enough for a number of years; be at rest, take food
andwine andbehappy. 20ButGod said to him, You foolish one, tonight Iwill take your soul
from you, and who then will be the owner of all the things which you have got together?
21 So that is what comes to themanwho gets wealth for himself, and has not wealth in the
eyes of God. 22And he said to his disciples, For this reason I say to you, Take no thought for
your life, about what food you will take, or for your body, how it may be clothed. 23 Is not
life more than food, and the body than its clothing? 24Give thought to the ravens; they do
not put seeds into the earth, or get together grain; they have no store-houses or buildings;
and God gives them their food: of howmuch greater value are you than the birds! 25And
which of you by taking thought is able to make himself any taller? 26 If, then, you are not
able to do even that which is least, why are you troubled about the rest? 27Give thought to
the flowers: they do no work, they make no thread; and still I say to you, Even Solomon,



Luke 12:28 707 Luke 13:8

in all his glory, was not clothed like one of these. 28 But if God gives such clothing to the
grass in the field, which today is living, and tomorrow will be burned in the oven, how
muchmore will he give clothing to you, Omen of little faith? 29And do not give overmuch
thought to your food and drink, and let not your mind be full of doubts. 30For the nations
of the world go in search of all these things: but your Father has knowledge that you have
need of them. 31But let your chief care be for his kingdom, and these other things will be
given to you in addition. 32Have no fear, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to
give you the kingdom. 33Givewhat property youhave in exchange formoney, and give the
money to the poor; make for yourselves money-bags which will not get old, wealth stored
up in heavenwhichwill be yours for ever, where thieveswill not come norworms put it to
destruction. 34 For where your wealth is, there will your heart be. 35Be ready, dressed as
for a journey, with your lights burning. 36And be like men who are looking for their lord,
when he comes back from the bride-feast; so that when he comes to the door, it will be
open to him quickly. 37Happy are those servants who are watching when the lord comes;
truly I say to you, he will make himself their servant and, placing them at the table, he
will come out and give them food. 38And if he comes in the second division of the night
or in the third, and they are watching for him, happy are those servants. 39But be certain
of this, that if the master of the house had had knowledge of the time when the thief was
coming, he would have been watching, and would not have let his house be broken into.
40 So be ready: for the Son of man is coming at a time when you are not looking for him.
41 And Peter said to him, Lord, are these words said to us only, or to all men? 42 And the
Lord said, Who then is the wise and responsible servant whom his lord will put in control
of his family, to give them their food at the right time? 43Happy is that servant who, when
his lord comes, is doing so. 44Truly I say to you, he will put him in control of all his goods.
45But if that servant says to himself, My lord is a long time coming; and goes about giving
blows to the men-servants and the women-servants, feasting and taking overmuch wine;
46The lordof that servantwill comeat a timewhenhe isnot looking forhim, andat anhour
when he is not ready for him, and he will have him cut in two and will give him his part
in the fate of those who have no faith; 47And the servant who had knowledge of his lord's
desires and was not ready for him and did not do as he was ordered, will be given a great
number of blows; 48But he who, without knowledge, did things for which punishment is
given, will get only a small number of blows. Theman towhommuch is given, will have to
give much; if much is given into his care, of himmore will be requested. 49 I came to send
a fire on the earth, and it may even now have been lighted. 50But there is a baptismwhich
I have to undergo; and how am I kept back till it is complete! 51 Is it your opinion that I
have come to give peace on earth? I say to you, No, but division: 52 For from this time, a
family of five in one house will be on opposite sides, three against two and two against
three. 53 They will be at war, the father against his son, and the son against his father;
mother against daughter, and daughter against mother; mother-in-law against daughter-
in-law, and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law. 54 Then he said to the people, When
you see a cloud coming up in the west, straight away you say, There will be rain; and so it
is. 55Andwhen you see a south wind blowing, you say, There will be heat; and so it is. 56O
false ones! the face of the earth and the heaven is clear to you; how is it that the signs of
these times are not as clear to you? 57Andwhy are you, in your hearts, unable to be judges
of what is right? 58 For if anyone has a cause at law against you, and you are going with
him before the ruler, make an attempt, on the way, to come to an agreement with him, for
if you do not, hemay take you before the judge and the judgewill give you up to the police,
and theywill put you in prison. 59 I say to you, Youwill not comeout of it till youhavemade
payment to the very last farthing.

13
1Now some people who were there at that time, gave him an account of how the blood

of someGalilaeans had beenmixed by Pilate with their offerings. 2And he, in answer, said
to them, Are you of the opinion that these Galilaeanswereworse than all other Galilaeans,
because these thingsweredone to them? 3 I say to you, It is not so: but if yourhearts arenot
changed, youwill all come to the same end. 4Or those eighteenmenwhowere crushed by
the fall of the tower of Siloam,were theyworse than all the othermen living in Jerusalem?
5 I say to you, It is not so: but if your hearts are not changed, you will all come to an end
in the same way. 6 And he made up this story for them: A certain man had a fig-tree in
his garden, and he came to get fruit from it, and there was no fruit. 7 And he said to the
gardener, See, for three years I have been looking for fruit from this tree, and I have not
had any: let it be cut down; why is it taking up space? 8And he said, Lord, let it be for this
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year, and I will have the earth turned up round it, and put animal waste on it, to make it
fertile: 9 And if, after that, it has fruit, it is well; if not, let it be cut down. 10 And he was
teaching in one of the Synagogues on the Sabbath. 11 And there was a woman who had
had a disease for eighteen years; she was bent, and was not able to make herself straight.
12And when Jesus saw her, he said to her, Woman, you are made free from your disease.
13And he put his hands on her, and she was made straight, and gave praise to God. 14And
the ruler of the Synagoguewas angrybecause Jesushadmadeherwell on the Sabbath, and
he said to the people, There are six days inwhichmenmaydowork: so comeon those days
to be made well, and not on the Sabbath. 15But the Lord gave him an answer and said, O
you false men! do you not, every one of you, on the Sabbath, let loose his ox and his ass
and take it to the water? 16And is it not right for this daughter of Abraham, who has been
in the power of Satan for eighteen years, to be made free on the Sabbath? 17And when he
said these things, those who were against him were shamed, and all the people were full
of joy because of the great things which were done by him. 18 Then he said, What is the
kingdom of God like? what comparison may I make of it? 19 It is like a grain of mustard
seedwhich aman took and put in his garden, and it became a tree, and the birds of heaven
made their resting-places in its branches. 20 And again he said, What is the kingdom of
God like? 21 It is like leaven, which a woman put into three measures of meal, and it was
all leavened. 22And he went on his way, through towns and country places, teaching and
journeying to Jerusalem. 23And someone said to him, Lord, will only a small number have
salvation? And he said to them, 24Do your best to go in by the narrowdoor, for I say to you,
A number will make the attempt to go in, but will not be able to do so. 25When themaster
of the househas got up, and the door has been shut, and you, still outside, give blows on the
door, saying, Lord, let us in; he will make answer and say, I have no knowledge of where
you come from. 26Thenyouwill say,Wehave taken food anddrinkwith you, and youwere
teaching in our streets. 27But he will say, Truly, I have no knowledge of you or where you
come from; go away from me, you workers of evil. 28 There will be weeping and cries of
sorrow when you see Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the kingdom of
God, but you yourselves are shut outside. 29 And they will come from the east and from
the west, from the north and from the south, and take their places in the kingdom of God.
30And the last will be first, and the first will be last. 31At that time, certain Pharisees came
to him and said, Go away from this place, because Herod's purpose is to put you to death.
32Andhe said, Goandsay to that fox, I sendout evil spirits anddoworksofmercy todayand
tomorrow, and on the third day my work will be complete. 33But I have to go on my way
today and tomorrow and the third day, for it is not right for a prophet to come to his death
outside Jerusalem. 34O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, putting to death the prophets, and stoning
thosewhowere sent to her! again andagainwould I have takenyour children tomyself, as
a bird takes her young ones under herwings, but youwould not! 35Now see, your house is
waste, and I say to you, Youwill not seeme again till you say, A blessing on himwho comes
in the name of the Lord.

14
1And it came about thatwhenhewent into the house of one of the chief Pharisees on the

Sabbath, tohaveameal, theywerewatchinghim. 2Anda certainmanwas therewhohada
disease. 3And Jesus, answering, said to the scribes and Pharisees, Is it right tomake people
well on the Sabbath or not? 4But they said nothing. And he made him well and sent him
away. 5And he said to them, Which of you, whose ox or ass has got into a water-hole, will
not straight away get him out on the Sabbath? 6And they had no answer to that question.
7And he gave teaching in the form of a story to the guests who came to the feast, when he
saw how they took the best seats; saying to them, 8When you get a request to come to a
feast, do not take the best seat, for a more important man than you may be coming, 9And
then the giver of the feast will come to you and say, Give your place to this man; and you,
with shame,will have to take the lowest seat. 10Butwhen you come, go and take the lowest
seat, so that when the giver of the feast comes, hemay say to you, Friend, come up higher;
and then youwill have honour in the eyes of all the otherswho are there. 11For everyman
who gives himself a high placewill be put down, but hewho takes a lowplacewill be lifted
up. 12And he said to the master of the house, When you give a feast, do not send for your
friends and your brothers and your family or your neighbours who have wealth, for they
may give a feast for you, and so youwill get a reward. 13Butwhen you give a feast, send for
the poor and the blind and those who are broken in body: 14And youwill have a blessing,
because theywill not be able to give you any payment, and youwill get your rewardwhen
the upright come back from the dead. 15And, hearing these words, one of those whowere
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at table with him said to him, Happy is themanwhowill be a guest in the kingdom of God.
16And he said to them, A certain man gave a great feast, and sent word of it to a number
of people. 17And when the time had come, he sent his servants to say to them, Come, for
all things are now ready. 18And they all gave reasonswhy theywere not able to come. The
first said to him, I have got a new field, and it is necessary for me to go and see it: I am full
of regret that I am unable to come. 19And another said, I have got some cattle, and I am
going to make a test of them: I am full of regret that I am unable to come. 20And another
said, I have beenmarried, and so I am not able to come. 21And the servant came back and
gave his master an account of these things. Then the master of the house was angry and
said to the servant, Go out quickly into the streets of the town and get the poor, the blind,
and those who are broken in body. 22And the servant said, Lord, your orders have been
done, and still there is room. 23And the lord said to the servant, Go out into the roads and
the fields, and make them come in, so that my house may be full. 24 For I say to you that
not one of those who were requested to come will have a taste of my feast. 25Now a great
number of peoplewentwith him. 26And turning round, he said to them, If anyman comes
tome, and has not hate for his father andmother andwife and children and brothers and
sisters, and even for his life, he may not be my disciple. 27Whoever does not take up his
cross and come after me may not be my disciple. 28 For which of you, desiring to put up
a tower, does not first give much thought to the price, if he will have enough to make it
complete? 29 For fear that if he makes a start and is not able to go on with it to the end, all
who see it will be laughing at him, 30 And saying, This man made a start at building and
is not able to make it complete. 31Or what king, going to war with another king, will not
first take thought if he will be strong enough, with ten thousandmen, to keep off himwho
comes against him with twenty thousand? 32 Or while the other is still a great distance
away, he sends representatives requesting conditions of peace. 33And so whoever is not
ready to give up all he has may not be my disciple. 34 For salt is good, but if the taste goes
from it, of what use is it? 35 It is no good for the land or for the place of waste; no one has a
use for it. He who has ears, let him give ear.

15
1Now all the tax-farmers and sinners came near to give ear to him. 2And the Pharisees

and scribes were angry, saying, This man gives approval to sinners, and takes food with
them. 3And hemade a story for them, saying, 4Whatman of you, having a hundred sheep,
if one of them gets loose and goes away, will not let the ninety-nine be in thewaste land by
themselves, and go after thewandering one, till he sees where it is? 5Andwhen he has got
it again, he takes it in his armswith joy. 6Andwhen he gets back to his house, he sends for
his neighbours and friends, saying to them, Be glad with me, for I have got backmy sheep
which had gone away. 7 I say to you that even so therewill bemore joy in heavenwhen one
sinner is turned away from his wrongdoing, than for ninety-nine goodmen, who have no
need of a change of heart. 8Or what woman, having ten bits of silver, if one bit has gone
from her hands, will not get a light, and go through her house, searching with care till she
sees it? 9And when she has it again, she gets her friends and neighbours together, saying,
Be glad withme, for I have got back the bit of silver which had gone fromme. 10Even so, I
say to you, There is joy among the angels of God, when one sinner is turned away from his
wrongdoing. 11And he said, A certain man had two sons: 12And the younger of them said
to his father, Father, give me that part of your property which will be mine. And he made
division of his goods between them. 13 And not long after, the younger son got together
everything which was his and took a journey into a far-away country, and there all his
money went in foolish living. 14And when everything was gone, there was no food to be
had in that country, and he was in need. 15 And he went and put himself into the hands
of one of the people of that country, and he sent him into his fields to give the pigs their
food. 16And so great was his need that he would have been glad to take the pigs' food, and
no one gave him anything. 17 But when he came to his senses, he said, What numbers of
my father's servants have bread enough, andmore, while I amnear to death here through
need of food! 18 I will get up and go to my father, and will say to him, Father, I have done
wrong, against heaven and in your eyes: 19 I am no longer good enough to be named your
son: makeme like one of your servants. 20And he got up and went to his father. But while
hewas still far away, his father sawhimandwasmovedwithpity forhimandwentquickly
and tookhim inhis armsandgavehimakiss. 21Andhis son said tohim, Father, I havedone
wrong, againstheavenand inyoureyes: I amno longergoodenough tobenamedyour son.
22But the father said to his servants, Get out the first robe quickly, and put it on him, and
put a ring on his hand and shoes on his feet: 23And get the fat young ox and put it to death,
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and let us have a feast, and be glad. 24 For this, my son, who was dead, is living again; he
hadgoneaway fromme, andhas comeback. And theywere full of joy. 25Now theolder son
was in the field: andwhen he camenear the house, the sounds ofmusic and dancing came
to his ears. 26And he sent for one of the servants, questioning him about what it might be.
27And he said to him, Your brother has come; and your father has had the young ox put to
death because he has come back safely. 28But he was angry and would not go in; and his
father came out andmade a request to him to come in. 29But he made answer and said to
his father, See, all these years I have been your servant, doing your orders in everything:
and you never gave me even a young goat so that I might have a feast with my friends:
30 But when this your son came, who has been wasting your property with bad women,
you put to death the fat young ox for him. 31And he said to him, Son, you arewithme at all
times, and all I have is yours. 32But it was right to be glad and to have a feast; for this your
brother, who was dead, is living again; he had gone away and has come back.

16
1And another time he said to the disciples, Therewas a certainman of greatwealthwho

had a servant; and it was said to him that this servant was wasting his goods. 2 And he
sent for him and said, What is this which is said about you? give me an account of all you
have done, for you will no longer be the manager of my property. 3And the servant said
to himself, What am I to do now that my lord takes away my position? I have not enough
strength for working in the fields, and I would be shamed if I made requests for money
frompeople in the streets. 4 I have come to a decisionwhat to do, so thatwhen I amput out
of my position they will take me into their houses. 5And sending for every one who was
in debt to his lord he said to the first, What is the amount of your debt to my lord? 6And
he said, A hundredmeasures of oil. And he said, Take your account straight away and put
down fifty. 7 Then he said to another, What is the amount of your debt? And he said, A
hundred measures of grain. And he said to him, Take your account and put down eighty.
8And his lord was pleased with the false servant, because he had been wise; for the sons
of this world are wiser in relation to their generation than the sons of light. 9And I say to
you, Make friends for yourselves through the wealth of this life, so that when it comes to
an end, youmay be taken into the eternal resting-places. 10Hewho is true in a little, is true
inmuch; hewho is false in small things, is false in great. 11 If, then, you have not been true
in your use of the wealth of this life, who will give into your care the true wealth? 12And
if you have not been true in your care of the property of other people, who will give you
that which is yours? 13 No man may be a servant to two masters: for he will have hate
for the one and love for the other; or he will keep to the one and have no respect for the
other. Youmaynot be servants of God and ofwealth. 14And the Pharisees, who had a great
love of money, hearing these things, were making sport of him. 15 And he said, You take
care to seem right in the eyes ofmen, but God sees your hearts: and those thingswhich are
important in the opinion of men, are evil in the eyes of God. 16 The law and the prophets
were till John: but thencame thepreachingof thekingdomofGod, andeveryonemakeshis
way into it by force. 17But heaven and earth will come to an end before the smallest letter
of the law may be dropped out. 18Everyone who puts away his wife and takes another, is
a false husband: and he who is married to a woman whose husband has put her away, is
no true husband to her. 19Now there was a certain man of great wealth, who was dressed
in fair clothing of purple and delicate linen, and was shining and glad every day. 20And a
certain poorman, namedLazarus,was stretched out at his door, full ofwounds, 21Desiring
the broken bits of foodwhich came from the table of theman ofwealth; and even the dogs
came and put their tongues on his wounds. 22And in time the poor man came to his end,
and angels took him to Abraham's breast. And theman ofwealth came to his end, andwas
put in the earth. 23 And in hell, being in great pain, lifting up his eyes he saw Abraham,
far away, and Lazarus on his breast. 24And he gave a cry and said, Father Abraham, have
mercy onme and send Lazarus, so that hemay put the end of his finger inwater and put it
onmytongue, for I amcruellyburning in thisflame. 25ButAbrahamsaid, Keep inmind,my
son, that when you were living, you had your good things, while Lazarus had evil things:
but now, he is comforted and you are in pain. 26And in addition, there is a deep division
fixed between us and you, so that those who might go from here to you are not able to do
so, and no one may come from you to us. 27And he said, Father, it is my request that you
will send him to my father's house; 28 For I have five brothers; and let him give them an
account of these things, so that they may not come to this place of pain. 29 But Abraham
said, They haveMoses and the prophets; let them give ear to what they say. 30And he said,
No, father Abraham, but if someone went to them from the dead, their hearts would be
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changed. 31And he said to him, If they will not give attention to Moses and the prophets,
they will not bemoved even if someone comes back from the dead.

17
1 And he said to his disciples, It is necessary for causes of trouble to come about, but

unhappy is he by whom they come. 2 It would be well for him if a great stone was put
round his neck and he was dropped into the sea, before he made trouble for any of these
little ones. 3Give attention to yourselves: if your brother does wrong, say a sharp word to
him; and if he has sorrow for his sin, let him have forgiveness. 4And if he does youwrong
seven times in a day, and seven times comes to you and says, I have regret for what I have
done; let him have forgiveness. 5And the twelve said to the Lord, Make our faith greater.
6And the Lord said, If your faith was only as great as a grain of mustard seed, you might
say to this tree, Be rooted up and planted in the sea; and it would be done. 7But which of
you, having a servant who is ploughing or keeping sheep, will say to him, when he comes
in from the field, Comenowand be seated and have ameal, 8Will he not say, Get ameal for
me, and make yourself ready and see to my needs till I have had my food and drink; and
after that you may have yours? 9Does he give praise to the servant because he did what
was ordered? 10 In the sameway,whenyouhavedone all the thingswhich are given you to
do, say, There is no profit in us, for we have only donewhat wewere ordered to do. 11And
it came about that when theywere on theway to Jerusalem hewent through Samaria and
Galilee. 12Andwhen he went into a certain small town he came across tenmenwhowere
lepers, and they, keeping themselves at a distance, 13 Said, in loud voices, Jesus, Master,
have mercy on us. 14And when he saw them he said, Go, and let the priests see you. And,
while they were going, they were made clean. 15 And one of them, when he saw that he
was clean, turning back, gave praise to God in a loud voice; 16And, falling down onhis face
at the feet of Jesus, he gave the credit to him; and he was a man of Samaria. 17And Jesus
said, Were there not ten men who were made clean? where are the nine? 18Have not any
of them come back to give glory to God, but only this one from a strange land? 19And he
said to him, Get up, and go on your way; your faith has made you well. 20And when the
Pharisees put questions to himaboutwhen the kingdomofGodwould come, he gave them
an answer and said, The kingdom of God will not come through observation: 21And men
will not say, See, it is here! or, There! for the kingdom of God is among you. 22And he said
to his disciples, The timewill comewhen youwill have a great desire to see one of the days
of the Son of man, but you will not see it. 23And if they say to you, See, it is there! or, It is
here! do not go away, or go after them. 24For as in a thunderstorm the bright light is seen
from one end of the sky to the other, so will the Son of man bewhen his time comes. 25But
first, he will have to undergo much and be put on one side by this generation. 26And as it
was in the days of Noah, so will it be in the day of the Son of man. 27 They were feasting
and taking wives and getting married, till the day of the overflowing of the waters, when
Noah went into the ark, and they all came to destruction. 28 In the same way, in the days
of Lot; they were feasting and trading, they were planting and building; 29But on the day
when Lot went out of Sodom, fire came down from heaven and destruction came on them
all. 30Sowill it be in the day of the revelation of the Son ofman. 31On that day, if anyone is
on the roof of the house, and his goods are in the house, let him not go down to take them
away; and let him who is in the field not go back to his house. 32Keep in mind Lot's wife.
33 If anyonemakes an attempt to keep his life, it will be taken fromhim, but if anyone gives
up his life, hewill keep it. 34 I say to you, In that night therewill be twomen sleeping in one
bed, and onewill be taken away and the other let go. 35Twowomenwill be crushing grain
together; onewill be taken away and the other let go. 36 [] 37And they, answering him, said,
Where, Lord? And he said to them,Where the body is, there will the eagles come together.

18
1And he made a story for them, the point of which was that men were to go on making

prayer and not get tired; 2 Saying, There was a judge in a certain town, who had no fear
of God or respect for man: 3And there was a widow in that town, and she kept on coming
to him and saying, Give me my right against the man who has done me wrong. 4And for
a time he would not: but later, he said to himself, Though I have no fear of God or respect
for man, 5Because this widow is a trouble to me, I will give her her right; for if not, I will
be completely tired out by her frequent coming. 6And the Lord said, Give ear to thewords
of the evil judge. 7And will not God do right in the cause of his saints, whose cries come
day and night to his ears, though he is long in doing it? 8 I say to you that he will quickly
do right in their cause. But when the Son of man comes, will there be any faith on earth?
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9And he made this story for some people who were certain that they were good, and had
a low opinion of others: 10Twomenwent up to the Temple for prayer; one a Pharisee, and
the other a tax-farmer. 11The Pharisee, taking up his position, said to himself thesewords:
God, I give youpraise because I amnot like othermen,who takemore than their right,who
are evil-doers, who are untrue to their wives, or even like this tax-farmer. 12 Twice in the
week I go without food; I give a tenth of all I have. 13 The tax-farmer, on the other hand,
keeping far away, and not lifting up even his eyes to heaven, made signs of grief and said,
God, havemercyonme, a sinner. 14 I say to you, Thismanwentback tohis housewithGod's
approval, and not the other: for everyone who makes himself high will be made low and
whoever makes himself low will be made high. 15And they took their children to him, so
that hemight put his hands on them: but when the disciples saw it, they said sharp words
to them 16 But Jesus sent for them, saying, Let the children come to me, and do not keep
them away, for of such is the kingdom of heaven. 17 Truly I say to you, Whoever does not
put himself under the kingdom of God like a little child, will not come into it at all. 18And
a certain ruler put a question to him, saying, Good Master, what have I to do so that I may
have eternal life? 19And Jesus said to him,Why do you say that I am good? No one is good,
but only God. 20You have knowledge of what the law says: Do not be untrue to your wife,
Do not put anyone to death, Do not take what is not yours, Do not give false witness, Give
honour to your father and mother. 21 And he said, All these things I have done from the
time when I was a boy. 22And Jesus, hearing it, said to him, One thing you still have need
of; get money for your goods, and give it away to the poor, and you will have wealth in
heaven; and come after me. 23 But at these words he became very sad, for he had great
wealth. 24And Jesus, looking at him, said, How hard it is for those who have wealth to get
into the kingdom of God! 25 It is simpler for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than
for a man who has muchmoney to come into the kingdom of God. 26And those who were
present said, Then whomay have salvation? 27But he said, Things which are not possible
with man are possible with God. 28And Peter said, See, we have given up what is ours to
come after you. 29And he said to them, Truly I say to you, There is no man who has given
up house or wife or brothers or father or mother or children, because of the kingdom of
God, 30Who will not get much more in this time, and in the world to come, eternal life.
31And he took with him the twelve and said to them, Now we are going up to Jerusalem,
and all the things which were said by the prophets will be done to the Son of man. 32 For
he will be given up to the Gentiles, and will be made sport of and put to shame: 33And he
will be given cruel blows and put to death, and on the third day he will come back to life.
34But they did not take in the sense of any of these words, and what he said was not clear
to them, and theirmindswere not able to see it. 35And it came about thatwhenhe got near
Jericho, a certain blindmanwas seated by the side of the road,making requests formoney
from thosewhowent by. 36Andhearing the sound of a great number of people going by, he
said, What is this? 37And they said to him, Jesus of Nazareth is going by. 38And he said in
a loud voice, Jesus, Son of David, havemercy onme. 39And those whowere in front made
protests and said to him, Be quiet: but he said all the more, O Son of David, have mercy
onme. 40And Jesus, stopping, gave orders that he was to come to him, and when he came
near, he said to him, 41What would you haveme do for you? And he said, Lord, that I may
be able to see again. 42 And Jesus said, See again: your faith has made you well. 43 And
straight away he was able to see, and he went after him, giving glory to God; and all the
people when they saw it gave praise to God.

19
1Andhewent into Jericho, andwhenhewasgoing through it, 2Aman, namedZacchaeus,

whowas the chief tax-farmer, andamanofwealth, 3Madeanattempt to get a viewof Jesus,
and was not able to do so, because of the people, for he was a small man. 4And he went
quickly in front of them and got up into a tree to see him, for he was going that way. 5And
when Jesus came to the place, looking up, he said to him, Zacchaeus, be quick and come
down, for I am coming to your house today. 6 And he came down quickly, and took him
into his house with joy. 7And when they saw it, they were all angry, saying, He has gone
into the house of a sinner. 8And Zacchaeus, waiting before him, said to the Lord, See, Lord,
half of my goods I give to the poor, and if I have taken anything from anyone wrongly, I
give him back four times as much. 9 And Jesus said to him, Today salvation has come to
this house, for even he is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of man came to make search
for thosewho arewandering from theway, and to be their Saviour. 11Andwhile theywere
giving ear to thesewords, hemadeanother story for them, becausehewasnear Jerusalem,
and because they were of the opinion that the kingdom of God was coming straight away.
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12So he said, A certainman of high birthwent into a far-away country to get a kingdom for
himself, and to come back. 13And he sent for ten of his servants and gave them ten pounds
and said to them, Do business with this till I come. 14 But his people had no love for him,
and sent representatives after him, saying,Wewill not have this man for our ruler. 15And
when he came back again, having got his kingdom, he gave orders for those servants to
whom he had given the money to come to him, so that he might have an account of what
business they had done. 16 And the first came before him, saying, Lord, your pound has
made ten pounds. 17And he said to him, You have done well, O good servant: because you
have done well in a small thing you will have authority over ten towns. 18 And another
came, saying, Your pound hasmade five pounds. 19And he said, Youwill be ruler over five
towns. 20And another came, saying, Lord, here is your pound, which I put away in a cloth;
21 Because I was in fear of you, for you are a hard man: you take up what you have not
put down, and get in grain where you have not put seed. 22He said to him, By the words
of your mouth you will be judged, you bad servant. You had knowledge that I am a hard
man, taking up what I have not put down and getting in grain where I have not put seed;
23Why then did you not put my money in a bank, so that when I came I would get it back
with interest? 24And he said to the others whowere near, Take the pound away from him,
and give it to themanwho has ten. 25And they say to him, Lord, he has ten pounds. 26And
I say to you that to everyone who has, more will be given, but from himwho has not, even
what he has will be taken away. 27And as for those who were against me, who would not
haveme for their ruler, let them comehere, and be put to death beforeme. 28Andwhenhe
had said this, hewent on in front of them, going up to Jerusalem. 29And it came about that
when he got near Beth-phage and Bethany by themountainwhich is named theMountain
of Olives, he sent two of the disciples, 30 Saying, Go into the little town in front of you, and
on going in you will see a young ass fixed with a cord, on which no man has ever been
seated; let him loose and take him. 31And if anyone says to you, Why are you taking him?
say, The Lord has need of him. 32And thosewhomhe sentwent away, and itwas as he said.
33And when they were getting the young ass, the owners of it said to them, Why are you
taking the young ass? 34 And they said, The Lord has need of him. 35 And they took him
to Jesus, and they put their clothing on the ass, and Jesus got on to him. 36 And while he
went on his way they put their clothing down on the road in front of him. 37And when he
came near the foot of theMountain of Olives, all the disciples with loud voices gave praise
to God with joy, because of all the great works which they had seen; 38 Saying, A blessing
on the King who comes in the name of the Lord; peace in heaven and glory in the highest.
39And some of the Pharisees among the people said to him,Master, make your disciples be
quiet. 40And he said in answer, I say to you, if these men keep quiet, the very stones will
be crying out. 41Andwhen he got near and saw the town, he was overcomewith weeping
for it, 42Saying, If you, even you, had knowledge today, of the things which give peace! but
you are not able to see them. 43For the timewill comewhen your attackers will put a wall
round you, and come all round you and keep you in on every side, 44And will make you
levelwith the earth, and your childrenwith you; and therewill not be one stone resting on
another in you, because you did not see that it was your day of mercy. 45And he went into
the Temple and put out those who were trading there, 46 Saying to them, It has been said,
My house is to be a house of prayer, but you have made it a hole of thieves. 47And every
day he was teaching in the Temple. But the chief priests and the scribes and the rulers of
the people were attempting to put him to death; 48But they were not able to do anything,
because the people all kept near him, being greatly interested in his words.

20
1And it came about on one of those days, whenhewas teaching the people in the Temple

and preaching the good news, 2That the chief priests and the scribes and the rulers of the
people came to him and said, Make clear to us by what authority you do these things and
who gave you this authority. 3And in answer he said to them, I will put a question to you,
and do you giveme an answer: 4The baptism of John, was it fromheaven or ofmen? 5And
they said among themselves, If we say, From heaven; he will say, Why did you not have
faith in him? 6But if we say, Of men; we will be stoned by the people, for they are certain
that Johnwasaprophet. 7And theymadeanswer that theyhadno ideawhere it came from.
8And Jesus said, And Iwill notmake clear to you bywhat authority I do these things. 9And
he gave the people this story: A man made a vine-garden and gave the use of it to some
field-workers and went into another country for a long time. 10 And at the right time he
sent a servant to the workers to get part of the fruit from the vines; but the workmen gave
him blows and sent him awaywith nothing. 11And he sent another servant, and they gave
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blows to him in the same way, and put shame on him, and sent him away with nothing.
12And he sent a third, and they gave him wounds and put him out. 13And the lord of the
garden said, What am I to do? I will send my dearly loved son; they may give respect to
him. 14But when the workmen saw him, they said to one another, This is he who will one
day be the owner of the property: let us put him to death and the heritage will be ours.
15And driving him out of the garden they put him to death. Now what will the lord do to
theseworkmen? 16Hewill comeandput them todestructionandgive the garden to others.
Andwhen he said this, they said, May it not be so. 17But he, looking on them, said, Is it not
in the Writings, The stone which the builders put on one side, the same has become the
chief stone of the building? 18 Everyone falling on that stone will be broken, but the man
on whom the stone comes down will be crushed to dust. 19And the chief priests and the
scribes made attempts to get their hands on him in that very hour; and they were in fear
of the people, for they saw that he had made up this story against them. 20And they kept
watch on him, and sent out secret representatives, who were acting the part of goodmen,
in order that they might get something from his words, on account of which they might
give him up to the government and into the power of the ruler. 21And they put a question
tohim, saying,Master,weare certain that your teaching andyourwords are right, and that
you have no respect for a man's position, but you are teaching the true way of God: 22 Is it
right for us to make payment of taxes to Caesar or not? 23 But he saw through their trick
and said to them, 24Let me see a penny. Whose image and name are on it? And they said,
Caesar's. 25And he said, Then give to Caesar the things which are Caesar's, and to God the
things which are God's. 26And theywere not able to get anything from thesewords before
thepeople: but theywere full ofwonder at his answer, and saidnothing. 27And someof the
Sadducees came to him,who say that there is no coming back from the dead; and they said
to him, 28Master, Moses said that if aman's brother comes to his end, having awife, but no
children, his brother is to take thewife, and get a family for his brother. 29Now therewere
seven brothers, and the first had awife and came to his end, having no children; 30And the
second; 31And the third took her; and in the same way, all the seven, without having any
children, came to their end. 32And last of all, the woman came to her end. 33When they
come back from the dead, whose wife will she be? for all the seven had her. 34And Jesus
said to them, The sons of this world are married and have wives; 35But those to whom is
given the reward of the world to come, and to come back from the dead, have no wives,
and are not married; 36 And death has no more power over them, for they are equal to
the angels, and are sons of God, being of those who will come back from the dead. 37But
evenMosesmade it clear that the dead comeback to life, saying, in the story of the burning
thorn-tree, The Lord, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. 38Now
he is not the God of the dead but of the living: for all men are living to him. 39And some
of the scribes, in answer to this, said, Master, you have said well. 40And they had fear of
putting anymore questions to him. 41And he said to them,Why do they say that the Christ
is the son of David? 42 For David himself says in the book of Psalms, The Lord said to my
Lord, Take your seat atmy right hand, 43Till I put under your feet all thosewho are against
you. 44David then gives him the name of Lord, so how is it possible for him to be his son?
45And in thehearing of all the people he said tohis disciples, 46Keepaway from the scribes,
whose pleasure it is to go about in long robes, and to have words of respect said to them
in the market-places, and to take the chief seats in the Synagogues and the first places at
feasts; 47Who take the property of widows and before the eyes of menmake long prayers;
they will get a greater punishment.

21
1 And looking up, he saw the men of wealth putting their offerings in the money-box.

2 And he saw a certain poor widow putting in a farthing. 3 And he said, Truly I say to
you, This poor widow has givenmore than all of them: 4For they gave out of their wealth,
having more than enough for themselves: but she, even out of her need, has put in all her
living. 5 And some were talking about the Temple, how it was made fair with beautiful
stones and with offerings, but he said, 6 As for these things which you see, the days will
come when not one stone will be resting on another, but all will be broken down. 7 And
they said to him,Master,whenwill these things be? andwhat signwill there bewhen these
events are to take place? 8And he said, Take care that you are not tricked: for a number
of people will come in my name, saying, I am he; and, The time is near: do not go after
them. 9And when news of wars and troubled times comes to your ears, have no fear; for
these things have to be, but the endwill not be now. 10Then he said to them, Nationwill be
moved against nation and kingdom against kingdom: 11 There will be great earth-shocks



Luke 21:12 715 Luke 22:22

and outbursts of disease in a number of places, and men will be without food; and there
will be wonders and great signs from heaven. 12But before all this, they will take you and
be very cruel to you, giving you up to the Synagogues and to prisons, taking you before
kings and rulers, because of my name. 13And it will be turned to a witness for you. 14 So
take carenot tobe troubledbefore the timecomes, aboutwhat answersyouwill give: 15For
Iwill give youwords andwisdom, so that not one of thosewho are against youwill be able
to get the better of you, or to put you in the wrong. 16 But you will be given up even by
your fathers and mothers, your brothers and relations and friends; and some of you will
be put to death. 17And youwill be hated by allmen, because ofme. 18But not a hair of your
headwill come todestruction. 19Bygoing throughall these things, youwill keepyour lives.
20Butwhen you see armies all round about Jerusalem, then be certain that her destruction
is near. 21 Then let those who are in Judaea go in flight to the mountains; and those who
are in the middle of the town go out; and let not those who are in the country come in.
22For these are the days of punishment, in which all the things in theWritings will be put
into effect. 23 It will be hard for women who are with child, and for her with a baby at the
breast, in those days. For great trouble will come on the land, and wrath on this people.
24And they will be put to death with the sword, and will be taken as prisoners into all the
nations; and Jerusalem will be crushed under the feet of the Gentiles, till the times of the
Gentiles are complete. 25And therewill be signs in the sun andmoon and stars; and on the
earth, fear among thenationsanddoubtbecauseof the loudnoiseof the seaand thewaves;
26Men's strengthwill go from them in fear and inwaiting for the things which are coming
on the earth; for the powers of the heavens will be moved. 27And then they will see the
Son of man coming in a cloud, with power and great glory. 28But when these things come
about, let your heads be lifted up, because your salvation is near. 29And he made a story
for them: See the fig-tree, and all the trees; 30When they put out their young leaves, you
take note of it, and it is clear to you that summer is coming. 31 In the same way, when you
see these things taking place you may be certain that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly
I say to you, This generation will not come to an end till all things are complete. 33Heaven
and earth will come to an end, but mywords will not come to an end. 34But give attention
to yourselves, for fear that your hearts become over-full of the pleasures of food andwine,
and the cares of this life, and that daymay come on you suddenly, and take you as in a net:
35 For so it will come on all those who are living on the face of all the earth. 36 But keep
watch at all times with prayer, that you may be strong enough to come through all these
things and take your place before the Son of man. 37 And every day he was teaching in
the Temple and every night he went out to the mountain which is named theMountain of
Olives to take his rest. 38 And all the people came early in the morning to give ear to his
words in the Temple.

22
1Now the feast of unleavened bread was near, which is called the Passover. 2 And the

chief priests and the scribes were looking for a chance to put him to death, but they went
in fear of the people. 3 And Satan came into Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve.
4And he went away and had a discussion with the chief priests and the rulers, about how
he might give him up to them. 5 And they were glad, and undertook to give him money.
6And he made an agreement with them to give him up to them, if he got a chance, when
the people were not present. 7And the day of unleavened bread came, when the Passover
lamb is put to death. 8 And Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, Go and make the Passover
ready for us, so that we may take it. 9And they said to him, Where are we to get it ready?
10And he said to them,When you go into the town youwill see aman coming to youwith a
vessel of water; go after him into the house into which he goes. 11And say to themaster of
the house, The Master says, Where is the guest-room, where I may take the Passover with
my disciples? 12And hewill take you up to a great roomwith a table and seats: theremake
ready. 13 And they went, and it was as he had said: and they made the Passover ready.
14Andwhen the time had come, he took his seat, and the Apostleswith him. 15Andhe said,
I have had a great desire to keep this Passover with you before I come tomy death; 16For I
say to you, I will not take it till it is made complete in the kingdom of God. 17And he took a
cup and, having given praise, he said, Make division of this among yourselves; 18For I say
to you, Iwill not takeof the fruit of the vine till the kingdomofGodhas come. 19Andhe took
bread and, having given praise, he gave it to themwhen it had been broken, saying, This is
mybody,which is given for you: do this inmemory ofme. 20And in the sameway, after the
meal, he took the cup, saying, This cup is the new testament, madewithmy bloodwhich is
given for you. 21But the hand of himwho is false tome is withme at the table. 22For it will
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bedone to the Son ofmanafter the purpose of God, but unhappy is thatmanbywhomhe is
given up. 23And theywerewondering among themselveswhich of them itwaswhowould
do this thing. 24 And there was an argument among them about which of them was the
greatest. 25And he said, The kings of the Gentiles are lords over them, and thosewho have
authority are given names of honour. 26But let it not be so with you; but he who is greater,
let himbecome like the younger; and hewho is chief, like a servant. 27Forwhich is greater,
the guest who is seated at a meal or the servant who is waiting on him? is it not the guest?
but I am among you as a servant. 28But you are those who have kept with me throughmy
troubles; 29And I will give you a kingdom asmy Father has given one to me, 30 So that you
may take food and drink at my table in my kingdom, and be seated like kings, judging the
twelve tribes of Israel. 31 Simon, Simon, Satan has made a request to have you, so that he
may put you to the test as grain is tested: 32But I havemade prayer for you, that your faith
may not go from you: and when you are turned again, make your brothers strong. 33And
he said to him, Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death. 34And he said, I say
to you, Peter, before the cock's second cry today, you will say three times that you have no
knowledge of me. 35And he said to them, When I sent you out without money or bag or
shoes, were you in need of anything? And they said, Nothing. 36And he said to them, But
now, hewhohas amoney-bag, or a bag for food, let him take it: andhewhohas not, let him
give his coat formoney and get a sword. 37For I say to you that thesewordswill be put into
effect in me, And he was numbered among the evil-doers: for what has been said in the
Writings aboutme has an end. 38And they said, Lord, here are two swords. And he said, It
is enough. 39Andhe cameout, andwent, as hiswaywas, to theMountain ofOlives, and the
disciples wentwith him. 40Andwhen he came to the place, he said to them,Make a prayer
that you may not be put to the test. 41And he went a little distance away from them and,
falling on his knees in prayer, he said, 42Father, if it is your pleasure, take this cup fromme:
but still, let your pleasure, not mine, be done. 43And an angel from heaven came to him,
to give him strength. 44And being in great trouble of soul, the force of his prayer became
stronger, and great drops, like blood, came fromhim, falling to the earth. 45And, getting up
from prayer, he came to the disciples, and saw that they were sleeping for sorrow. 46And
he said, Why are you sleeping? Get up, and give yourselves to prayer, so that you may not
beput to the test. 47Andwhile hewas saying thesewords, there cameabandof people, and
Judas, one of the twelve, was in front of them, and he came near to Jesus to give him a kiss.
48But Jesus said to him, Judas, will you be false to the Son ofmanwith a kiss? 49Andwhen
those who were with him sawwhat was coming, they said, Lord, may we not make use of
our swords? 50And one of themgave a blow to the servant of the high priest, cutting offhis
right ear. 51But Jesus, answering, said, Put up with this, at least. And touching his ear, he
made it well. 52And Jesus said to the chief priests and the captains of the Temple and the
rulers, who had come against him, Have you come out as against a thief, with swords and
sticks? 53When Iwas in the Templewith you every day, your handswere not stretched out
against me: but this is your hour, and the authority of the dark power. 54And they made
him a prisoner and took him away to the house of the high priest. But Peter went after
them at a distance. 55 And a fire was lighted in the middle of the open square, and they
were seated together, and Peter was among them. 56And a certain woman-servant, seeing
him in the light of the fire, and looking at himwith attention, said, Thismanwaswith him.
57But he said, Woman, it is not true; I have no knowledge of him. 58And after a little time,
another saw him and said, You are one of them; and he said, Man, I am not. 59And after
about an hour, anotherman said, with decision, Certainly thismanwaswith him, for he is
a Galilaean. 60And Peter said, Man, I have no knowledge of these things of which you are
talking. And straight away, while he was saying these words, there came the cry of a cock.
61And theLord, turning, gavePeter a look. And thewords of theLord came toPeter'smind,
how he had said, This night, before the hour of the cock's cry, you will be false to me three
times. 62 And he went out, weeping bitterly. 63 And the men in whose hands Jesus was,
made sport of him and gave himblows. 64And, covering his eyes, they said to him, Are you
prophet enough to say who gave you that blow? 65And they said a number of other evil
things against him. 66Andwhen itwas day, the rulers of the people came together, with the
chief priests and the scribes, and they tookhimbefore their Sanhedrin, saying, 67 If you are
the Christ, say so. But he said, If I say so you will not have belief; 68And if I put a question
to you, youwill not give an answer. 69But in the future the Son ofmanwill be seated at the
right hand of the power of God. 70And they all said, Are you then the Son of God? and he
said, You say that I am. 71And they said,Whatmore need havewe ofwitness? we have the
very words of his mouth.
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23
1And they all went and took him before Pilate. 2And theymade statements against him,

saying, This man has to our knowledge been teaching our nation to do wrong, and not to
make payment of taxes to Caesar, even saying that he himself is Christ, a king. 3And Pilate
said to him, Are you the King of the Jews? And he said in answer, You say so. 4And Pilate
said to the chief priests and the people, In my opinion this man has done no wrong. 5But
they became more violent than before, saying, He has made trouble among the people,
teaching through all Judaea from Galilee to this place. 6 But at these words Pilate said, Is
theman aGalilaean? 7Andwhen he saw that hewas under the authority of Herod, he sent
him to Herod, whowas in Jerusalem himself at that time. 8Nowwhen Herod saw Jesus he
was very glad, having for a long time had a desire to see him, for he had had accounts of
him, and was hoping to see some wonders done by him. 9And he put a great number of
questions to him, but he said nothing. 10And the chief priests and the scribes were there,
making statements against him violently. 11 And Herod, with the men of his army, put
shame on himandmade sport of him, and dressing him in shining robes, he sent himback
to Pilate. 12 And that day Herod and Pilate became friends with one another, for before
they had been against one another. 13And Pilate sent for the chief priests and the rulers
and the people, and said to them, 14You say that thismanhas been teaching the people evil
things: now I, after going into the question before you, see nothing wrong in this man in
connection with the things which you have said against him: 15And Herod is of the same
opinion, for he has sent him back to us; for, you see, he has done nothing for which Imight
put him to death. 16 And so I will give him punishment and let him go. 17 [] 18 But with
loud voices they said all together, Put this man to death, and make Barabbas free. 19Now
this manwas in prison because of an attack against the government in the town, in which
there had been loss of life. 20And Pilate again said to them that it was his desire to let Jesus
go free. 21 But crying out they said, To the cross with him! 22And he said to them a third
time,Why, what evil has he done? I see no reason for putting him to death: I will give him
punishment and let him go. 23But they went on crying out loudly, Let him be put to death
on the cross. And they had their way. 24And Pilate gave his decision for their desire to be
put into effect. 25 And in answer to their request, he let that man go free who had been
in prison for acting against the government and causing death, and Jesus he gave up to
their pleasure. 26And while they were taking him away, they put their hands on Simon of
Cyrene, whowas coming from the country, andmade him take the cross after Jesus. 27And
a great band of people went after him, and of women making signs of grief and weeping
for him. 28But Jesus, turning to them, said, Daughters of Jerusalem, let not your weeping
be for me, but for yourselves and for your children. 29 For the days are coming in which
they will say, Happy are those who have had no children, whose bodies have never given
birth, whose breasts have never given milk. 30And they will say to the mountains, Come
down on us, and to the hills, Be a cover over us. 31 For if they do these things when the
tree is green, what will they do when it is dry? 32And two others, evil-doers, were taken
with him to be put to death. 33Andwhen they came to the place which is named Golgotha,
they put him on the cross, and the evil-doers, one on the right side, and the other on the
left. 34 And Jesus said, Father, let them have forgiveness, for they have no knowledge of
what they are doing. And they made division of his clothing among them by the decision
of chance. 35And the people were looking on. And the rulers made sport of him, saying,
Hewas a saviour of others; let him do something for himself, if he is the Christ, theman of
God's selection. 36And the men of the army made sport of him, coming to him and giving
himbitterwine, 37And saying, If youare theKingof the Jews, get yourself free. 38And these
wordswereput inwriting overhim, THIS IS THEKINGOFTHE JEWS. 39Andoneof the evil-
doers on the cross, with bitter feeling, said to him, Are you not the Christ? Get yourself and
us out of this. 40 But the other, protesting, said, Have you no fear of God? for you have a
part in the same punishment, 41Andwith reason; forwe have the right reward of our acts,
but this man has done nothing wrong. 42And he said, Jesus, keep me in mind when you
come in your kingdom. 43And he said to him, Truly I say to you, Today youwill bewithme
in Paradise. 44And it was now about the sixth hour; and all the landwas dark till the ninth
hour; 45 The light of the sun went out, and the curtain in the Temple was parted in two.
46And Jesus gave a loud cry and said, Father, into your hands I give my spirit: and when
he had said this, he gave up his spirit. 47 And when the captain saw what was done, he
gave praise to God, saying, Without doubt this was an upright man. 48And all the people
who had come together to see it, when they saw the things which were done, went back
againmaking signs of grief. 49And all his friends and thewomenwho camewith him from
Galilee, were waiting at a distance, watching these things. 50Now there was aman named



Luke 23:51 718 Luke 24:41

Joseph, a man of authority and a good and upright man 51 (He had not given his approval
to their decision or their acts), of Arimathaea, a town of the Jews, whowas waiting for the
kingdomofGod: 52Thismanwent toPilate andmadea request for thebodyof Jesus. 53And
he took it down, and folding it in a linen cloth, he put it in a place cut in the rock for a dead
body; and no one had ever been put in it. 54Now it was the day of making ready and the
Sabbath was coming on. 55 And the women who had come with him from Galilee went
after him and saw the place and how his body had been put to rest; 56And they went back
and got ready spices and perfumes; and on the Sabbath they took their rest, in agreement
with the law.

24
1 But on the first day of the week, at dawn, they came to the place where his body had

been put, taking the spices which they had got ready. 2 And they saw that the stone had
been rolled away. 3And they went in, but the body of the Lord Jesus was not there. 4And
while they were in doubt about it, they saw two men in shining clothing by them: 5And
while their faces were bent down to the earth in fear, these said to them, Why are you
looking for the living among the dead? 6He is not here, he has come back to life: have
in mind what he said to you when he was still in Galilee, saying, 7 The Son of man will be
given up into the hands of evil-doers, and be put to death on the cross, and on the third
day hewill come back to life. 8And his words came back into theirminds, 9And theywent
away from that place and gave an account of all these things to the eleven disciples and
all the others. 10Now they were Mary Magdalene, and Joanna, and Mary, the mother of
James: and theotherwomenwith themsaid these things to theApostles. 11But thesewords
seemed foolish to them, and they had no belief in them. 12But Peter got up andwent to the
placewhere the bodyhadbeenput, and looking inhe sawnothing but the linen cloths, and
he went to his house full of wonder at what had taken place. 13And then, two of them, on
that very day, were going to a little town named Emmaus, which was about seven miles
from Jerusalem. 14And they were talking together about all those things which had taken
place. 15And while they were talking and questioning together, Jesus himself came near
and went with them. 16 But their eyes were not open that they might have knowledge of
him. 17And he said to them, What are you talking about together while you go? 18 Then
stopping, and looking sadly at him, one of them, named Cleopas, said to him, Are you the
only man living in Jerusalem who has not had news of the things which have taken place
there at this time? 19 And he said to them, What things? And they said, The things to do
with Jesus of Nazareth, whowas a prophet, great in his acts and hiswords, before God and
all the people: 20And how the chief priests and our rulers gave him up to be put to death
on the cross. 21But we were hoping that he would be the Saviour of Israel. In addition to
all this he has now let three days go by from the time when these things took place; 22And
certainwomen among us gave us cause forwonder, for theywent early to the placewhere
his body had been put, 23And it was not there; then they came saying that they had seen a
vision of angels who said that he was living. 24And some of those who were with us went
to the place, and saw that it was as the women had said, but him they did not see. 25And
he said, O foolish men! how slow you are to give belief to what the prophets have said.
26Was it not necessary for the Christ to go through these things, and to come into his glory?
27And he made clear to them all the things in the Writings, from Moses and from all the
prophets, which had to do with himself. 28 And they came near the town to which they
were going, and he seemed as if he was going on; 29But they kept him back, saying, Do not
go, for evening is near, the day is almost gone. And he went in with them. 30And when he
was seated with them at table, he took the bread, and said words of blessing and, making
division of it, he gave it to them. 31And then their eyeswere open, and they had knowledge
of him, but he went from their view. 32And they said to one another, Were not our hearts
burning in us while he was talking to us on the way, making clear to us the holyWritings?
33And that very hour they got up and went back to Jerusalem, where the eleven and the
others had come together. 34And they said to them, The Lord has truly come back to life
again, and Simon has seen him. 35And they gave an account of the thingswhich had taken
place on the way, and how, when he gave them bread, they had knowledge of him. 36And
while they were saying these things, he himself was among them, and said to them, Peace
bewith you! 37But theywere full of fear, being of the opinion that theywere seeing a spirit.
38Andhe said to them,Whyare you troubled, andwhyare yourhearts full of doubt? 39See;
my hands and my feet: it is I myself; put your hands on me and make certain; for a spirit
has not flesh and bones as you see that I have. 40Andwhenhe had said this, he let them see
his hands and his feet. 41And because, for joy andwonder, theywere still in doubt, he said
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to them, Have you any food here? 42And they gave him a bit of cooked fish. 43And before
their eyes he took a meal. 44And he said to them, These are the words which I said to you
when I was still with you, how it was necessary for all the things which are in the writings
of Moses and the prophets and in the Psalms about me, to be put into effect. 45 Then he
made the holyWritings clear to theirminds. 46And he said to them, So it is in theWritings
that the Christ would undergo death, and come back to life again on the third day; 47And
that teaching about a change of heart and forgiveness of sins is to be given to Jerusalem
first and to all nations in his name. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And now I will
send to you what my father has undertaken to give you, but do not go from the town, till
the power fromheaven comes to you. 50And he took them out till theywere near Bethany,
and lifting up his hands, he gave them a blessing. 51And while he was doing so, he went
from them andwas taken up into heaven. 52And they gave himworship andwent back to
Jerusalemwith great joy. 53And they were in the Temple at all times, giving praise to God.
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The Good News According to
John

1 From the first he was the Word, and the Word was in relation with God and was God.
2ThisWordwas fromthefirst in relationwithGod. 3All things came into existence through
him, andwithout himnothingwas. 4What came into existence in himwas life, and the life
was the light of men. 5And the light goes on shining in the dark; it is not overcome by the
dark. 6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came for witness, to
givewitness about the light, so that allmenmight have faith throughhim. 8Hehimselfwas
not the light: he was sent to give witness about the light. 9The true light, which gives light
to every man, was then coming into the world. 10He was in the world, the world which
came into being through him, but the world had no knowledge of him. 11He came to the
things which were his and his people did not take him to their hearts. 12 To all those who
did so take him, however, he gave the right of becoming children of God— that is, to those
who had faith in his name: 13Whose birth was from God and not from blood, or from an
impulse of the flesh and man's desire. 14And so the Word became flesh and took a place
among us for a time; and we saw his glory — such glory as is given to an only son by his
father — saw it to be true and full of grace. 15 John gave witness about him, crying, This is
he of whom I said, He who is coming after me is put over me because he was in existence
before me. 16 From his full measure we have all been given grace on grace. 17 For the law
was given through Moses; grace and the true way of life are ours through Jesus Christ.
18Noman has seen God at any time; the only Son, who is on the breast of the Father, he has
made clear what God is. 19And this is the witness of John when the Jews sent priests and
Levites from Jerusalem tohimwith thequestion,Whoare you? 20He said quite openly and
straightforwardly, I am not the Christ. 21And they said to him,What then? Are you Elijah?
And he said, I am not. Are you the prophet? And his answer was, I am not. 22 So they said
to him,Who are you then? We have to give some answer to those who sent us. What have
you to say about yourself? 23He said, I am the voice of one crying in the waste land, Make
straight the way of the Lord, as said Isaiah the prophet. 24Those who had been sent came
from the Pharisees. 25And they put this question to him, saying, Why then are you giving
baptism if you are not the Christ, or Elijah, or the prophet? 26 John's answer was: I give
baptism with water; but there is one among you of whom you have no knowledge; 27 It is
he who is coming after me; I am not good enough to undo his shoes. 28 These things took
place at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where John was giving baptism. 29 The
day after, John sees Jesus coming to him and says, See, here is the Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world! 30This is he of whom I said, One is coming after me who is put
overme because hewas in existence beforeme. 31 I myself had no knowledge of him, but I
camegivingbaptismwithwater so that hemight be seenopenly by Israel. 32And Johngave
this witness, saying, I saw the Spirit coming down from heaven like a dove and resting on
him. 33 I had no knowledge who he was, but he who sent me to give baptism with water
said tome, The one onwhomyou see the Spirit coming downand resting, it is hewho gives
baptism with the Holy Spirit. 34 This I saw myself and my witness is that he is the Son of
God. 35The day after, Johnwas there againwith two of his disciples; 36And looking at Jesus
while he was walking he said, See, there is the Lamb of God! 37Hearing what he said, the
twodiscipleswent after Jesus. 38And Jesus, turning round, saw themcomingafter himand
said to them, What are you looking for? They said to him, Rabbi (which is to say, Master),
where are you living? 39He said to them, Come and see. They went with him then and
sawwhere he was living; and they were with him all that day: it was then about the tenth
hour of the day. 40Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, was one of the two men who, hearing
what John said, went after Jesus. 41 Early in the morning he came across his brother and
said to him,We havemade discovery! It is theMessiah! (which is to say, the Christ). 42And
he took him to Jesus. Looking at him fixedly Jesus said, You are Simon, the son of John;
your name will be Cephas (which is to say, Peter). 43 The day after this, Jesus had a desire
to go into Galilee. He came across Philip and said to him, Come and bemy disciple. 44Now
Philip's town was Beth-saida, where Andrew and Peter came from. 45 Philip came across
Nathanael and said to him, We have made a discovery! It is he of whom Moses, in the
law, and the prophets werewriting, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph. 46Nazareth! said
Nathanael, Is it possible foranygood to comeoutofNazareth? Philip said tohim, Comeand
see. 47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him and said of him, See, here is a true son of Israel
in whom there is nothing false. 48Nathanael said to him,Where did you get knowledge of
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me? In answer Jesus said, Before Philip was talking with you, while you were still under
the fig-tree, I saw you. 49Nathanael said to him, Rabbi, you are the Son of God, you are
King of Israel! 50 In answer Jesus said to him, You have faith because I said to you, I saw
you under the fig-tree. You will see greater things than these. 51And he said to him, Truly
I say to you all, You will see heaven opening and God's angels going up and coming down
on the Son of man.

2
1On the third day two peoplewere going to bemarried at Cana in Galilee. Themother of

Jesuswas there: 2And Jesuswith his disciples came as guests. 3When they had not enough
wine, the mother of Jesus said to him, They have no wine. 4 Jesus said to her, Woman, this
is not your business; my time is still to come. 5His mother said to the servants, Whatever
he says to you, do it. 6Now six pots of stone, every one taking two or three firkins of water,
were placed there for the purpose of washing, as is the way of the Jews. 7 Jesus said to
the servants, Make the pots full of water. And they made them full to the top. 8 Then he
said to them, Now take some, and give it to the master of the feast. So they took it to him.
9After tasting the water which had now become wine, the master of the feast (having no
idea where it came from, though it was clear to the servants who took the water out) sent
for the newly-marriedman, 10And said to him, Everyman first puts out his best wine and
whenall havehad enoughheputs outwhat is not so good; but youhave kept the goodwine
till now. 11 This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee and let his glory be seen
openly; and his disciples put their faith in him. 12After this he went down to Capernaum,
with his mother, his brothers, and his disciples, and they were there not more than two or
threedays. 13The timeof thePassoverof the Jewswasnearand Jesuswentup to Jerusalem.
14And there in the Temple he saw men trading in oxen and sheep and doves, and he saw
the changers ofmoney in their seats: 15Andhemadeawhipof small cords andput themall
out of the Temple, with the sheep and the oxen, sending in all directions the small money
of the changers and overturning their tables; 16And to thosewhowere trading in doves he
said, Take these things away; do not make my Father's house a market. 17And it came to
the minds of the disciples that the Writings say, I am on fire with passion for your house.
18Then the Jewsput this question tohim: What signof authority have you to giveus, seeing
that you do these things? 19And Jesus said to them, Send destruction on this Temple and I
will put it upagain in threedays. 20The Jews said, Thebuildingof this Temple took forty-six
years; and you will put it up in three days! 21But his words were about that holy building
which was his body. 22 So when he had come back again from the dead, the memory of
these words came back to the disciples, and they had faith in the holyWritings and in the
wordwhich Jesus had said. 23Nowwhile hewas in Jerusalem at the feast of the Passover, a
great number of people came to have faith in his name, after seeing the signswhich he did.
24But Jesus did not have faith in them, because he had knowledge of themall. 25Hehad no
need for any witness about man; for he himself had knowledge of what was inman.

3
1 Now there was among the Pharisees a man named Nicodemus, who was one of the

rulers of the Jews. 2He came to Jesus by night and said to him, Rabbi, we are certain that
you have come from God as a teacher, because no man would be able to do these signs
which you do if God was not with him. 3 Jesus said to him, Truly, I say to you, Without
a new birth no man is able to see the kingdom of God. 4Nicodemus said to him, How is
it possible for a man to be given birth when he is old? Is he able to go into his mother's
body a second time and come to birth again? 5 Jesus said in answer, Truly, I say to you, If
a man's birth is not fromwater and from the Spirit, it is not possible for him to go into the
kingdom of God. 6 That which has birth from the flesh is flesh, and that which has birth
from the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be surprised that I say to you, It is necessary for you to
have a second birth. 8Thewind goes where its pleasure takes it, and the sound of it comes
to your ears, but you are unable to saywhere it comes from andwhere it goes: so it is with
everyonewhosebirth is from theSpirit. 9AndNicodemus said tohim,How is it possible for
these things to be? 10And Jesus, answering, said, Are you the teacher of Israel and have no
knowledge of these things? 11Truly, I say to you,We say that of whichwe have knowledge;
we givewitness of what we have seen; and you do not take ourwitness to be true. 12 If you
have no beliefwhenmywords are about the things of earth, howwill you have belief ifmy
words are about the things of heaven? 13And no one has ever gone up to heaven but he
who camedown fromheaven, the Son ofman. 14As the snakewas lifted upbyMoses in the
waste land, even so it is necessary for the Son ofman to be lifted up: 15So thatwhoever has
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faith may have in him eternal life. 16For God had such love for the world that he gave his
only Son, so that whoever has faith in him may not come to destruction but have eternal
life. 17God did not send his Son into theworld to be judge of the world; he sent him so that
the world might have salvation through him. 18 The man who has faith in him does not
come up to be judged; but he who has no faith in him has been judged even now, because
he has no faith in the name of the only Son of God. 19 And this is the test by which men
are judged: the light has come into the world and men have more love for the dark than
for the light, because their acts are evil. 20 The light is hated by everyone whose acts are
evil and he does not come to the light for fear that his acts will be seen. 21 But he whose
life is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his acts have been done by
the help of God. 22After these things Jesus and his disciples went into the land of Judaea,
and there he was with them for some time, giving baptism. 23Now John was then giving
baptism at Aenon near Salim, because there wasmuch water there; and people came and
weregivenbaptism. 24Forat this time Johnhadnotbeenput intoprison. 25Thenaquestion
came up between John's disciples and a Jew about washing. 26And they went to John and
said to him, Rabbi, the man who was with you on the other side of the Jordan, the man to
whom you gave witness, is now giving baptism, and everyone is going to him. 27And this
was John's answer: Aman is unable to have anything if it is not given to him from heaven.
28 You yourselves give witness that I said, I am not the Christ. What I said was, I am sent
before the Christ. 29Hewho has the bride is the husband: but the husband's friend, whose
place is by his side and whose ears are open to him, is full of joy because of the husband's
voice: such is my joy, and it is complete. 30He has to become greater while I become less.
31Hewho comes fromheaven is greater than all others: hewho comes from earth is of the
earth, and of the earth are his words: he who comes from heaven is over all. 32He gives
witness ofwhat hehas seen andofwhat has come tohis ears; andnoman takes hiswitness
as true. 33He who so takes his witness has made clear his faith that God is true. 34 For he
whom God has sent says God's words; and God does not give him the Spirit by measure.
35The Father has love for the Son and has put all things into his hands. 36Hewho has faith
in the Son has eternal life; but hewho has not faith in the Sonwill not see life; God's wrath
is resting on him.

4
1Nowwhen it was clear to the Lord that word had come to the ears of the Pharisees that

Jesus was making more disciples than John and was giving them baptism 2 (Though, in
fact, it was his disciples who gave baptism, not Jesus himself), 3Hewent out of Judaea into
Galilee again. 4And itwas necessary for him to go through Samaria. 5So he came to a town
of Samaria which was named Sychar, near to the bit of land which Jacob gave to his son
Joseph: 6Now Jacob's fountain was there. Jesus, being tired after his journey, was resting
by the fountain. It was about the sixth hour. 7Awoman of Samaria came to get water, and
Jesus said to her, Give me some water. 8 For his disciples had gone to the town to get food.
9 The woman of Samaria said to him, Why do you, a Jew, make a request for water to me,
a woman of Samaria? She said this because Jews have nothing to do with the people of
Samaria. 10 In answer Jesus said, If you had knowledge of what God gives freely and who
it is who says to you, Give me water, you would make your prayer to him, and he would
give you living water. 11 The woman said to him, Sir, you have no vessel and the fountain
is deep; fromwherewill you get the livingwater? 12Are you greater than our father Jacob
who gave us the fountain and took thewater of it himself, with his children and his cattle?
13 Jesus said toher, Everyonewho takes thiswaterwill be inneedof it again: 14Butwhoever
takes thewater I give himwill never be in need of drink again; for thewater I give himwill
become in him a fountain of eternal life. 15Thewoman said to him, Sir, giveme this water,
so that I may not be in need again of drink and will not have to come all this way for it.
16 Jesus said to her, Go, get your husband and come back here with him. 17 In answer, the
woman said, I havenohusband. Jesus said to her, Youhave said rightly, I havenohusband:
18You have had five husbands, and the man you have now is not your husband: that was
truly said. 19The woman said to him, Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 20Our fathers gave
worshipon thismountain, but you Jews say that the right place forworship is in Jerusalem.
21 Jesus said toher,Woman, takemyword for this; the time is comingwhenyouwillnot give
worship to the Father on this mountain or in Jerusalem. 22You give worship, but without
knowledge of what you areworshipping: we giveworship to what we have knowledge of:
for salvation comes from the Jews. 23But the time is coming, and is even now here, when
the true worshippers will give worship to the Father in the true way of the spirit, for these
are the worshippers desired by the Father. 24God is Spirit: then let his worshippers give
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him worship in the true way of the spirit. 25The woman said to him, I am certain that the
Messiah,who is namedChrist, is coming;whenhe comeshewillmakeall things clear tous.
26 Jesus said to her, I, who am talking to you, amhe. 27At that point the disciples cameback,
and they were surprised to see him talking to a woman; but not one of them said to him,
What is your purpose? or, Why are you talking to her? 28 Then the woman put down her
water-pot and went into the town, and said to the people, 29Come and see a man who has
been talking to me of everything I ever did! Is it possible that this is the Christ? 30 So they
went out of the town and came to him. 31While this was taking place, the disciples were
saying to Jesus,Master, take somefood. 32Buthesaid to them, Ihave foodofwhichyouhave
no knowledge. 33 So the disciples said one to another, Did anyone give him food? 34 Jesus
said, My food is to do the pleasure of him who sent me and to make his work complete.
35You would say, Four months from now is the time of the grain-cutting. Take a look, I say
to you, at the fields; they are even now white for cutting. 36He who does the cutting now
has his reward; he is getting together fruit for eternal life, so that he who did the planting
and he who gets in the grain may have joy together. 37 In this the saying is a true one, One
does the planting, and another gets in the grain. 38 I sent you to get in grainwhich you had
no hand in planting: other men did that work, and you take the reward. 39Now a number
of the people of that town had faith in him because of the woman's witness: He has been
talking tomeofeverything I everdid. 40Sowhen thepeople came tohimtheymaderequest
tohimtobeamong themfora time, andhewas there twodays. 41Andagreatnumbermore
of them came to have faith in him because of what he himself said. 42And they said to the
woman, Now we have faith, but not because of your story: we ourselves have given ear
to his words, and we are certain that he is truly the Saviour of the world. 43And after the
two days hewent on from there into Galilee. 44For Jesus himself said that a prophet has no
honour in the country of his birth. 45Sowhenhe came intoGalilee, theGalilaeans tookhim
to their hearts because of the things which they had seen him do in Jerusalem at the feast
— they themselves having been there at the feast. 46 So he came to Cana in Galilee, where
he hadmade thewaterwine. And therewas a certainman of high positionwhose sonwas
ill at Capernaum. 47When it came to his ears that Jesus had come from Judaea into Galilee,
he went to him andmade a request that he would come down to his son, who was near to
death, and make him well. 48 Then Jesus said to him, You will not have faith if you do not
see signs andwonders. 49Theman said, Sir, comedownbeforemyboy is dead. 50And Jesus
said, Go in peace; your son is living. Themanhad faith in thewordwhich Jesus said to him
and went away. 51And while he was going down, his servants came to him and said, Your
boy is living. 52 So he put a question to them as to the hour when he became better; and
they said to him, The disease went from him yesterday at the seventh hour. 53 It was clear
then to the father that this was the very time at which Jesus said to him, Your son is living.
And he had faith in Jesus, he and all his family. 54Now this is the second sign which Jesus
did after he had come out of Judaea into Galilee.

5
1After these things there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 2Now

in Jerusalemnear the sheep-market there is a public bathwhich inHebrew is namedBeth-
zatha. It has five doorways. 3 In these doorways therewere a great number of people with
different diseases: some unable to see, some without the power of walking, some with
wasted bodies. 4 [] 5One man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. 6When
Jesus saw him there on the floor it was clear to him that he had been now a long time in
that condition, and so he said to the man, Is it your desire to get well? 7The ill man said in
answer, Sir, I have nobody to put me into the bath when the water is moving; and while
I am on the way down some other person gets in before me. 8 Jesus said to him, Get up,
take your bed and go. 9And the man became well straight away, and took up his bed and
went. Now that day was the Sabbath. 10 So the Jews said to the man who had been made
well, It is the Sabbath; and it is against the law for you to take up your bed. 11He said to
them, But he who made me well, said to me, Take up your bed and go. 12 Then they put
to him the question: Who is the man who said to you, Take it up and go? 13Now he who
had been made well had no knowledge who it was, Jesus having gone away because of
the number of people who were in that place. 14After a time Jesus came across him in the
Temple and said to him, See, you arewell and strong; do nomore sin for fear aworse thing
comes to you. 15The man went away and said to the Jews that it was Jesus who had made
himwell. 16And for this reason the Jews were turned against Jesus, because he was doing
these things on the Sabbath. 17 But his answer was: My Father is still working even now,
and so I am working. 18 For this cause the Jews had an even greater desire to put Jesus
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to death, because not only did he not keep the Sabbath but he said God was his Father, so
making himself equal with God. 19 So Jesus made answer and said, Truly I say to you, The
Son is not able to do anything himself; he is able to do only what he sees the Father doing;
whatever the Father does the Son does it in the sameway. 20For the Father has love for the
Son and lets him see everythingwhich he does: and hewill let him see greater works than
these so that you may be full of wonder. 21 In the same way, as the Father gives life to the
dead, even so the Son gives life to those to whom he is pleased to give it. 22 The Father is
not the judge of men, but he has given all decisions into the hands of the Son; 23 So that all
men may give honour to the Son even as they give honour to the Father. He who gives no
honour to the Son gives no honour to the Father who sent him. 24 Truly I say to you, The
man whose ears are open to my word and who has faith in him who sent me, has eternal
life; he will not be judged, but has come from death into life. 25Truly I say to you, The time
is coming, it has even now come, when the voice of the Son of God will come to the ears of
the dead, and those hearing it will have life. 26For even as the Father has life in himself, so
hehas given to the Son tohave life inhimself. 27Andhehas givenhimauthority to be judge
because he is the Son of man. 28Do not be surprised at this: for the time is coming when
his voice will come to all who are in the place of the dead, 29And they will come out; those
who have done good, into the new life; and those who have done evil, to be judged. 30Of
myself I am unable to do anything: as the voice comes to me so I give a decision: and my
decision is right because I have no desire to do what is pleasing to myself, but only what
is pleasing to him who sent me. 31 If I gave witness about myself, my witness would not
be true. 32There is another who gives witness about me and I am certain that the witness
he gives about me is true. 33 You sent to John and he gave true witness. 34 But I have no
need of aman'switness: I only say these things so that youmay have salvation. 35Hewas a
burning and shining light, and for a time youwere ready to be happy in his light. 36But the
witness which I have is greater than that of John: the workwhich the Father has givenme
to do, the veryworkwhich I amnowdoing, is awitness that the Father has sentme. 37And
the Father himself who sentme has givenwitness aboutme. Not one of you has ever given
ear to his voice; his form you have not seen. 38 And you have not kept his word in your
hearts, because you have not faith in him whom he has sent. 39 You make search in the
holy Writings, in the belief that through them you get eternal life; and it is thoseWritings
which givewitness aboutme. 40And still you have no desire to come tome so that youmay
have life. 41 I do not take honour frommen; 42But I have knowledge of you that you have
no love for God in your hearts. 43 I have come in my Father's name, and your hearts are
not open to me. If another comes with no other authority but himself, you will give him
your approval. 44How is it possible for you to have faith while you take honour one from
another and have no desire for the honour which comes from the only God? 45 Put out of
your minds the thought that I will say things against you to the Father: the one who says
things against you is Moses, on whom you put your hopes. 46 If you had belief in Moses
you would have belief in me; for his writings are about me. 47 If you have no belief in his
writings, howwill you have belief in mywords?

6
1After these things Jesus went away to the other side of the sea of Galilee — that is, the

sea of Tiberias. 2And a great number of people went after him because they saw the signs
which he did on those who were ill. 3 Then Jesus went up the mountain and was seated
there with his disciples. 4Now the Passover, a feast of the Jews, was near. 5 Lifting up his
eyes, Jesus saw a great number of people coming to where he was, and he said to Philip,
Where may we get bread for all these people? 6 This he said, testing him: for he had no
doubt what he himself would do. 7Philipmade answer, Bread to the value of two hundred
pence would not be enough even to give everyone a little. 8One of his disciples, Andrew,
the brother of Simon Peter, said to Jesus, 9 There is a boy here with five barley cakes and
two fishes: but what is that among such a number? 10 Jesus said, Let the people be seated.
Now there was much grass in that place. And those seated on the grass were about five
thousand. 11 Then Jesus took the cakes and having given praise to God, he gave them to
the people who were seated, and the fishes in the same way, as much as they had need
of. 12And when they had had enough, Jesus said to his disciples, Take up the broken bits
which are over, so that nothingmaybewasted. 13So they took themup: twelve baskets full
of broken bits of the five cakes which were over after the people had had enough. 14And
when thepeople saw the signwhichhehaddone, they said, Truly, this is theprophetwho is
to come into theworld. 15Nowwhen Jesus saw that thepeoplewereabout to comeand take
himby force tomakehimaking, hewent away again up themountain byhimself. 16When
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evening came the disciples went down to the sea; 17And they took a boat and went across
the sea in the direction of Capernaum. By then it was dark and still Jesus had not come to
them. 18 The sea was getting rough because of a strong wind which was blowing. 19After
they had gone three or four miles they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near to
the boat; and they had great fear. 20But he said to them, It is I, have no fear. 21 Then they
readily took him into the boat: and straight away the boat was at the land to which they
were going. 22The day after, the peoplewhowere on the other side of the sea saw that only
one small boat had been there, that Jesus had not gone in that boat with the disciples, but
that the disciples had gone away by themselves. 23 Some other boats, however, came from
Tiberias near to the place where they had taken the bread after the Lord had given praise.
24Sowhen thepeople saw that Jesuswasnot there, orhis disciples, theygot into thoseboats
and went over to Capernaum looking for Jesus. 25And when they came across him on the
other side of the sea they said, Rabbi, when did you come here? 26 Jesus, answering them,
said, Truly I say to you, You come after me, not because you saw signs, but because you
were given the bread and had enough. 27 Let your work not be for the food which comes
to an end, but for the foodwhich goes on for eternal life, which the Son ofmanwill give to
you, for on him has God the Father put hismark. 28Then they said to him, Howmaywe do
the works of God? 29 Jesus, answering, said to them, This is to do the work of God: to have
faith in himwhom God has sent. 30 So they said, What sign do you give us, so that wemay
seeandhave faith inyou? Whatdoyoudo? 31Our fathershad themanna in thewaste land,
as the Writings say, He gave them bread from heaven. 32 Jesus then said to them, Truly I
say to you,WhatMoses gave youwas not the bread fromheaven; it ismy Fatherwho gives
you the true bread fromheaven. 33The bread of God is the breadwhich comes downout of
heaven and gives life to theworld. 34Ah, Lord, they said, give us that bread for ever! 35And
this was the answer of Jesus: I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never be in
needof food, andhewhohas faith inmewill neverbe inneedofdrink. 36But it is as I said to
you: you have seenme, and still you have no faith. 37Whatever the Father gives tomewill
come to me; and I will not send away anyone who comes to me. 38 For I have come down
fromheaven, not to domypleasure, but the pleasure of himwho sentme. 39And this is the
pleasure of him who sent me, that I am not to let out of my hands anything which he has
given me, but I am to give it new life on the last day. 40This, I say, is my Father's pleasure,
that everyone who sees the Son and has faith in himmay have eternal life: and I will take
him up on the last day. 41Now the Jews said bitter things about Jesus because of his words,
I am the bread which came down from heaven. 42And they said, Is not this Jesus, the son
of Joseph, whose father andmother we have seen? How is it then that he now says, I have
come down from heaven? 43 Jesus made answer and said, Do not say things against me,
one to another. 44Noman is able to come tome if the Fatherwho sentmedoes not give him
the desire to come: and I will take him up from the dead on the last day. 45 The writings
of the prophets say, And they will all have teaching from God. Everyone whose ears have
been open to the teaching of the Father comes to me. 46Not that anyone has ever seen the
Father; only he who is from God, he has seen the Father. 47Truly I say to you, He who has
faith in me has eternal life. 48 I am the bread of life. 49Your fathers took the manna in the
waste land— and they are dead. 50The breadwhich comes fromheaven is such bread that
a man may take it for food and never see death. 51 I am the living bread which has come
fromheaven: if anyman takes this bread for food hewill have life for ever: andmore than
this, the breadwhich Iwill give ismyfleshwhich Iwill give for the life of theworld. 52Then
the Jewshadanangrydiscussionamong themselves, saying,How is it possible for thisman
to give us his flesh for food? 53Then Jesus said to them, Truly I say to you, If you do not take
the flesh of the Son ofman for food, and if you do not take his blood for drink, you have no
life in you. 54Hewho takesmy flesh for food andmy blood for drink has eternal life: and I
will take him up from the dead at the last day. 55My flesh is true food andmy blood is true
drink. 56Hewho takesmy flesh for food andmy blood for drink is inme and I in him. 57As
the living Fatherhas sentme, and I have life because of the Father, even sohewho takesme
for his food will have life because of me. 58 This is the bread which has come down from
heaven. It is not like the food which your fathers had: they took of the manna, and are
dead; but he who takes this bread for food will have life for ever. 59 Jesus said these things
in the Synagogue while he was teaching at Capernaum. 60Then, hearing this, a number of
his disciples said, This is a hard saying; who is able to take in such teaching? 61When Jesus
became conscious that his disciples were protesting about what he said, he said to them,
Does this give you trouble? 62What then will you say if you see the Son of man going up
to where he was before? 63 The spirit is the life giver; the flesh is of no value: the words
which I have said to you are spirit and they are life. 64But still some of you have no faith.
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For itwas clear to Jesus from thefirstwho theywerewhohadno faith, andwho itwaswho
would be false to him. 65And he said, This is why I said to you, No man is able to come to
me if he is not given the power to do so by the Father. 66Because of what he said, a number
of the disciples went back and would no longer go with him. 67 So Jesus said to the twelve,
Have you a desire to go away? 68 Then Simon Peter gave this answer: Lord, to whom are
we to go? you have the words of eternal life; 69Andwe have faith and are certain that you
are the Holy One of God. 70 Then Jesus said, Did I not make a selection of you, the twelve,
and one of you is a son of the Evil One? 71Hewas talking of Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot.
It was he whowas to be false to Jesus— one of the twelve.

7
1 After this, Jesus went from place to place in Galilee. He did not go about in Judaea,

because the Jewswere looking for a chance to put him to death. 2But the feast of the Jews,
the feast of tents, was near. 3So his brothers said to him, Go away fromhere into Judaea so
that your disciplesmay see theworkswhich you do. 4Because nomandoes things secretly
if he has a desire thatmenmay have knowledge of him. If you do these things, let yourself
be seen by all men. 5 For even his brothers had no belief in him. 6 Jesus said to them, My
time is still to come, but any time is good for you. 7 It is not possible for you to be hated by
theworld; but I amhatedby it, because I givewitness thatwhat it does is evil. 8Goyouup to
the feast: I am not going up now to the feast becausemy time has not fully come. 9Having
said these things to them, he still kept in Galilee. 10 But after his brothers had gone up to
the feast, then he went up, not publicly, but in secret. 11At the feast the Jews were looking
for him and saying, Where is he? 12And there was much discussion about him among the
mass of the people. Some said, He is a good man; but others said, No, he is giving people
false ideas. 13But no man said anything about him openly for fear of the Jews. 14Now in
the middle of the feast Jesus went up to the Temple and was teaching. 15 Then the Jews
were surprised and said, Howhas thisman got knowledge of books? He has never been to
school. 16 Jesus gave them this answer: It is not my teaching, but his who sent me. 17 If any
man is ready to do God's pleasure he will have knowledge of the teaching and of where it
comes from — from God or from myself. 18 The man whose words come from himself is
looking for glory for himself, but he who is looking for the glory of him who sent him —
that man is true and there is no evil in him. 19Did not Moses give you the law? Even so,
not one of you keeps the law. Why have you a desire to put me to death? 20 The people
said in answer, You have an evil spirit: who has any desire to put you to death? 21This was
the answer of Jesus: I have done one work and you are all surprised at it. 22Moses gave
you circumcision — not that it comes fromMoses, but from the fathers — and even on the
Sabbath you give a child circumcision. 23 If a child is given circumcision on the Sabbath
so that the law of Moses may not be broken, why are you angry with me because I made
a man completely well on the Sabbath? 24 Let not your decisions be based on what you
see, but on righteousness. 25Then some of the people of Jerusalem said, Is not this theman
whose death is desired? 26And here he is talking openly and they say nothing to him! Is it
possible that the rulers have knowledge that this is truly the Christ? 27However, it is clear
to us where this man comes from: but when the Christ comes no onewill have knowledge
where he comes from. 28Then, when hewas teaching in the Temple, Jesus saidwith a loud
voice, You have knowledge of me and you have knowledge of where I come from; and I
have not come of myself; but there is One who has sent me; he is true, but you have no
knowledge of him. 29 I have knowledge of him because I came from him and he sent me.
30Then they had a desire to take him: but noman put hands on him because his hour was
still to come. 31Andnumbersof thepeoplehadbelief inhim, and they said,When theChrist
comeswill he domore signs than thisman has done? 32This discussion of the people came
to the ears of the Pharisees; and the chief priests and the Pharisees sent servants to take
him. 33 Then Jesus said, I will be with you a little longer and then I go to him who sent
me. 34 You will be looking for me, and you will not see me: and where I am you may not
come. 35So the Jewssaidamong themselves, Towhatplace ishegoingwherewewillnot see
him? will he go to the Jews living among theGreeks and become the teacher of theGreeks?
36What is this saying of his, Youwill be looking forme andwill not seeme, andwhere I am
you may not come? 37On the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus got up and said in a
loud voice, If anyman is in need of drink let him come tome and I will give it to him. 38He
who has faith in me, out of his body, as the Writings have said, will come rivers of living
water. 39This he said of the Spirit whichwould be given to those who had faith in him: the
Spirit had not been given then, because the glory of Jesus was still to come. 40When these
words came to their ears, some of the people said, This is certainly the prophet. 41Others
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said, This is the Christ. But others said, Not so; will the Christ come fromGalilee? 42Do not
theWritings say that the Christ comes of the seed of David and from Beth-lehem, the little
townwhereDavidwas? 43So therewasadivisionamong thepeoplebecauseofhim. 44And
some of them had a desire to take him; but noman put hands on him. 45Then the servants
went back to the chief priests and Pharisees, who said to them,Why have you not got him
with you? 46 The servants made answer, No man ever said things like this man. 47 Then
the Pharisees said to them, Have you, like the others, been given false ideas? 48Have any
of the rulers belief in him, or any one of the Pharisees? 49 But these people who have no
knowledge of the law are cursed. 50Nicodemus— he who had come to Jesus before, being
himself one of them — said to them, 51 Is a man judged by our law before it has given him
a hearing and has knowledge of what he has done? 52This was their answer: And do you
come from Galilee? Make search and you will see that no prophet comes out of Galilee.
53 [And everymanwent to his house;

8
1 But Jesus went to the Mountain of Olives. 2 And early in the morning he came again

into theTemple andall the people came tohimandhewas seated teaching them. 3Now the
scribesandPharisees came,withawomanwhohadbeen taken in theact of sinningagainst
the married relation; 4And putting her forward, they said to him, Master, this woman has
been taken in the very act of sinning against the married relation. 5Now in the lawMoses
gave directions that such womenwere to be stoned; what do you say about it? 6They said
this, testing him, so that they might have something against him. But Jesus, with his head
bent down, made letters on the floor with his finger. 7 But when they went on with their
questions, he got up and said to them, Let him among you who is without sin be the first
to send a stone at her. 8 And again, with bent head, he made letters on the floor. 9 And
when his words came to their ears, theywent out one by one, startingwith the oldest even
to the last, because they were conscious of what was in their hearts: and Jesus was there
by himself with the woman before him. 10 Then Jesus got up, and seeing nobody but the
woman, he said to her, Where are the men who said things against you? did no one give
a decision against you? 11And she said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said, And I do not give a
decision against you: go, andnever dowrong again.] 12Then again Jesus said to them, I am
the light of the world; he who comes withmewill not be walking in the dark but will have
the light of life. 13So the Pharisees said to him, Thewitness you give is about yourself: your
witness is not true. 14 Jesus said in answer, Even if I give witness about myself, mywitness
is true, because I have knowledge of where I came from and where I am going; but you
have no knowledge of where I come from or of where I am going. 15You are judging from
what you see; I am judging noman. 16Even if I am judging, my decision is right, because I
amnot bymyself—withme is the Fatherwho sentme. 17Even in your law it is said that the
witness of twomen is true. 18 I givewitness aboutmyself and the Fatherwho sentme gives
witness about me. 19 Then they said to him, Where is your Father? Jesus said in answer,
You have no knowledge of me or of my Father: if you had knowledge of me you would
have knowledge of my Father. 20 Jesus said these words in the place where the offerings
were stored, while he was teaching in the Temple: but no man took him because his time
was still to come. 21 Then he said to them again, I am going away and you will be looking
for me, but death will overtake you in your sins. It is not possible for you to come where I
am going. 22 So the Jews said, Will he take his life? Is that why he says, Where I go it is not
possible for you to come? 23And he said to them, You are of the earth; I am from heaven:
you are of this world; I am not of this world. 24For this reason I said to you that death will
overtake you in your sins: for if you have not faith that I am he, death will come to you
while you are in your sins. 25Then they said to him, Who are you? Jesus said, What I said
to you from the first. 26 I havemuch to say about you and against you: but he who sent me
is true and what he has said to me I say to the world. 27 They did not see that his words
were about the Father. 28 So Jesus said, When the Son of man has been lifted up by you,
then it will be clear to you who I am, and that I do nothing of myself, but say as the Father
gave me teaching. 29He who sent me is with me; he has not gone fromme, because at all
times I do the things which are pleasing to him. 30When he said this a number came to
have faith in him. 31Then Jesus said to the Jewswhohad faith in him, If you keepmyword,
then you are truly my disciples; 32And you will have knowledge of what is true, and that
will make you free. 33They said to him in answer, We are Abraham's seed and have never
been anyman's servant: why do you say, Youwill become free? 34And thiswas the answer
Jesus gave them: Truly I say to you, Everyone who does evil is the servant of sin. 35Now
the servant does not go on living in the house for ever, but the son does. 36 If then the son
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makes you free, you will be truly free. 37 I am conscious that you are Abraham's seed; but
you have a desire to put me to death because my word has no place in you. 38 I say the
things which I have seen in my Father's house: and you do the things which come to you
from your father's house. 39 In answer they said to him, Our father is Abraham. Jesus said
to them, If youwere Abraham's children youwould dowhat Abrahamdid. 40But now you
have a desire to put me to death, a man who has said to you what is true, as I had it from
God: Abraham did not do that. 41You are doing theworks of your father. They said to him,
We are true sons of Abraham;we have one Father, who is God. 42 Jesus said to them, If God
was your Father youwould have love forme, because itwas fromGod I cameand amhere.
I didnot comeofmyself, buthe sentme. 43Whyaremywordsnot clear to you? It is because
your ears are shut tomy teaching. 44You are the children of your father the Evil One and it
is your pleasure to do his desires. From the first he was a taker of life; and he did not go in
the trueway because there is no true thing in him. When he sayswhat is false, it is natural
to him, for he is false and the father of what is false. 45But because I say what is true, you
have no belief in me. 46Which of you is able truly to say that I am a sinner? If I say what
is true, why have you no belief in me? 47He who is a child of God gives ear to the words
of God: your ears are not open to them because you are not from God. 48The Jews said to
him in answer, Are we not right in saying that you are of Samaria and have an evil spirit?
49And thiswas the answer of Jesus: I have not an evil spirit; but I give honour tomy Father
and you do not give honour tome. 50 I, however, amnot in search of glory formyself: there
is Onewho is searching for it and he is judge. 51Truly I say to you, If aman keepsmyword
he will never see death. 52The Jews said to him, Nowwe are certain that you have an evil
spirit. Abraham is dead, and the prophets are dead; and you say, If a man keeps my word
hewill never see death. 53Are you greater than our father Abraham,who is dead? and the
prophets are dead: who do you say that you are? 54 Jesus said in answer, If I take glory for
myself, my glory is nothing: it is my Father who gives me glory, of whom you say that he
is your God. 55 You have no knowledge of him, but I have knowledge of him; and if I said
I have no knowledge of him I would be talking falsely like you: but I have full knowledge
of him, and I keep his word. 56 Your father Abraham was full of joy at the hope of seeing
my day: he saw it and was glad. 57 Then the Jews said to him, You are not fifty years old;
have you seen Abraham? 58 Jesus said to them, Truly I say to you, Before Abraham came
into being, I am. 59So they took up stones to send at him: but Jesus got secretly out of their
way andwent out of the Temple.

9
1And when he went on his way, he saw a man blind from birth. 2And his disciples put

a question to him, saying, Master, was it because of this man's sin, or the sin of his father
and mother, that he has been blind from birth? 3 Jesus said in answer, It was not because
of his sin, or because of his father's or mother's; it was so that the works of God might be
seen openly in him. 4While it is daywehave to do theworks of himwho sentme: the night
comes when no work may be done. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the
world. 6Having said these words, he put earth, mixed with water from his mouth, on the
man's eyes, 7And said to him, Go andmake yourself clean in the bath of Siloam (the sense
of the name is, Sent). So he went away and, after washing, came back able to see. 8 Then
the neighbours and others who had seen him before in the street, with his hand out for
money, said, Is not this the man who got money from people? 9 Some said, It is he: others
said, No, but he is like him. He said, I am he. 10 So they said to him, How then were your
eyes made open? 11His answer was: The man who is named Jesus put earth mixed with
water on my eyes, and said to me, Go and make yourself clean in Siloam: so I went away
and, after washing, am now able to see. 12And they said to him, Where is he? His answer
was: I have no knowledge. 13They took himbefore the Pharisees— thismanwhohadbeen
blind. 14Nowthedayonwhich the earthwasmixedby Jesus and theman's eyesweremade
open was the Sabbath. 15 So the Pharisees put more questions to him about how his eyes
had beenmade open. And he said to them, He put earth onmy eyes, and I had a wash and
am able to see. 16 Then some of the Pharisees said, That man has not come from God, for
he does not keep the Sabbath. Others said, How is it possible for a sinner to do such signs?
So therewas a division among them. 17Again they said to the blindman,What have you to
say about him for opening your eyes? And he said, He is a prophet. 18Now the Jews had no
belief in the statement that he had been blind andwas nowable to see, till they sent for the
father andmother of themanwhose eyes had beenmade open, 19And put the question to
them, saying, Is this your son, of whom you say that he was blind at birth? how is it then
that he is now able to see? 20 In answer his father andmother said,We are certain that this
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is our son and that hewas blind at birth: 21But how it is he is now able to see, orwhomade
his eyes open, we are not able to say: put the question to him; he is old enough to give an
answer for himself. 22 They said this because of their fear of the Jews: for the Jews had
come to an agreement that if any man said that Jesus was the Christ he would be put out
of the Synagogue. 23That was the reasonwhy they said, He is old enough; put the question
to him. 24So they sent a second time for themanwho had been blind and they said to him,
Give glory to God: it is clear to us that this man is a sinner. 25He said in answer, I have no
knowledge if he is a sinner or not, but one thing I am certain about; I was blind, and now I
see. 26Then they said to him, What did he do to you? how did he give you the use of your
eyes? 27His answer was: I have said it before, but your ears were shut: why would you
haveme say it again? is it your desire to becomehis disciples? 28And theywere angrywith
him and said, You are his disciple, butwe are disciples ofMoses. 29Weare certain that God
gave his word toMoses: but as for thisman, we have no knowledgewhere he comes from.
30Theman said in answer,Why, here is a strange thing! You have no knowledge where he
comes from though he gave me the use of my eyes. 31We have knowledge that God does
not give ear to sinners, but if any man is a worshipper of God and does his pleasure, to
him God's ears are open. 32 In all the years nobody has ever before seen the eyes of a man
blind frombirthmadeopen. 33 If thismandidnot come fromGodhewouldbeunable to do
anything. 34 Their answer was: You came to birth through sin; do you make yourself our
teacher? And they put him out of the Synagogue. 35 It came to the ears of Jesus that they
had put him out, andmeeting him he said, Have you faith in the Son of man? 36He said in
answer, Andwho is he, Lord? Say, so that I may have faith in him. 37 Jesus said to him, You
have seen him; it is hewho is talking to you. 38And he said, Lord, I have faith. And he gave
him worship. 39And Jesus said, I came into this world to be a judge, so that those who do
not see may see, and those who see may become blind. 40These words came to the ears of
the Pharisees who were with him and they said to him, Are we, then, blind? 41 Jesus said
to them, If youwere blind youwould have no sin: but now that you say,We see; your sin is
there still.

10
1Truly I say to you, Hewho does not go through the door into the place where the sheep

are kept, but gets in by some other way, is a thief and an outlaw. 2He who goes in by the
door is the keeper of the sheep. 3The porter lets him in; and the sheep give ear to his voice;
he says over the names of the sheep, and takes themout. 4Whenhehas got themall out, he
goes before them, and the sheep go after him, for they have knowledge of his voice. 5They
will not go after anotherwho is not their keeper, but will go fromhim in flight, because his
voice is strange to them. 6 In this Jesus was teaching them in the form of a story: but what
he said was not clear to them. 7 So Jesus said again, Truly I say to you, I am the door of the
sheep. 8All who came before me are thieves and outlaws: but the sheep did not give ear
to them. 9 I am the door: if anyman goes in throughme hewill have salvation, andwill go
in and go out, and will get food. 10The thief comes only to take the sheep and to put them
to death: he comes for their destruction: I have come so that they may have life and have
it in greater measure. 11 I am the good keeper of sheep: the good keeper gives his life for
the sheep. 12He who is a servant, and not the keeper or the owner of the sheep, sees the
wolf coming and goes in flight, away from the sheep; and the wolf comes down on them
and sends them in all directions: 13Because he is a servant he has no interest in the sheep.
14 I am the good keeper; I have knowledge of my sheep, and they have knowledge of me,
15Even as the Father has knowledge of me and I of the Father; and I am giving my life for
the sheep. 16And I have other sheep which are not of this field: I will be their guide in the
same way, and they will give ear to my voice, so there will be one flock and one keeper.
17 For this reason am I loved by the Father, because I give up my life so that I may take it
again. 18Noone takes it away fromme; I give it up ofmyself. I have power to give it up, and
I have power to take it again. These orders I have frommy Father. 19There was a division
again among the Jews because of these words. 20And a number of them said, He has an
evil spirit and is out of his mind; why do you give ear to him? 21Others said, These are not
thewords of onewho has an evil spirit. Is it possible for an evil spirit tomake blind people
see? 22Then came the feast of the opening of the Temple in Jerusalem: itwaswinter; 23And
Jesus was walking in the Temple, in Solomon's covered way. 24Then the Jews came round
him, saying, how longareyougoing tokeepus indoubt? If youare theChrist, say so clearly.
25 Jesus said in answer, I have said it and you have no belief: the works which I do in my
Father's name, these give witness about me. 26But you have no belief because you are not
of my sheep. 27My sheep give ear to my voice, and I have knowledge of them, and they
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come after me: 28 And I give them eternal life; they will never come to destruction, and
no one will ever take them out of my hand. 29 That which my Father has given to me has
more value than all; and no one is able to take anything out of the Father's hand. 30 I and
my Father are one. 31 Then the Jews took up stones again to send at him. 32 Jesus said to
them in answer, I have let you see a number of good works from the Father; for which of
those works are you stoning me? 33 This was their answer: We are not stoning you for a
good work but for evil words; because being a man you make yourself God. 34 In answer,
Jesus said, Is there not a saying in your law, I said, You are gods? 35 If he said they were
gods, to whom the word of God came (and theWritings may not be broken), 36Do you say
of himwhom the Fathermade holy and sent into theworld, Yourwords are evil; because I
said, I am God's Son? 37 If I am not doing the works of my Father, do not have belief in me;
38 But if I am doing them, then have belief in the works even if you have no belief in me;
so that you may see clearly and be certain that the Father is in me and I am in the Father.
39 Then again they made an attempt to take him; but he got away from them. 40 And he
went again to the other side of the Jordan, to the place where John first gave baptism; and
he was there for a time. 41And a great number of people came to him, saying, John did no
sign: but everything John said of thismanwas true. 42And a number came to have faith in
him there.

11
1NowacertainmannamedLazaruswas ill; hewas of Bethany, the townofMary andher

sisterMartha. 2 (TheMarywhosebrother Lazaruswas ill, was theMarywhoput perfumed
oil on theLordandmadehis feetdrywithherhair.) 3So the sisters sent tohim, saying, Lord,
your dear friend is ill. 4When this came to his ears, Jesus said, The end of this disease is not
death, but the glory of God, so that the Son of Godmayhave glory because of it. 5Now Jesus
had love in his heart for Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So when the news came to
him that Lazarus was ill, he did not go from the place where he was for two days. 7 Then
after that time he said to his disciples, Let us go into Judaea again. 8 The disciples said to
him, Master, the Jews were attempting only the other day to have you stoned, and are you
going back there again? 9Then Jesus said in answer, Are there not twelve hours in the day?
A man may go about in the day without falling, because he sees the light of this world.
10 But if a man goes about in the night, he may have a fall because the light is not in him.
11These things said he: and after that he said to them, Lazarus our friend is at rest; but I go
so that I may make him come out of his sleep. 12Then his disciples said to him, Lord, if he
is resting hewill get well. 13 Jesus, however, was talking of his death: but they had the idea
that hewas talking about taking rest in sleep. 14Then Jesus said to them clearly, Lazarus is
dead. 15And because of you I am glad I was not there, so that you may have faith; but let
us go to him. 16Then Thomas, whowas named Didymus, said to the other disciples, Let us
go so that we may be with him in death. 17Now when Jesus came, he made the discovery
that Lazarus had been put into the earth four days before. 18Now Bethany was near to
Jerusalem, about twomiles away; 19And a number of Jews had come to Martha andMary
to give them comfort about their brother. 20WhenMartha had the news that Jesus was on
the way, she went out to him, but Mary did not go from the house. 21Then Martha said to
Jesus, Lord, if you had been here my brother would not be dead. 22But I am certain that,
even now, whatever request you make to God, God will give it to you. 23 Jesus said to her,
Your brotherwill come to life again. 24Martha said to him, I amcertain that hewill come to
life againwhen all come back from the dead at the last day. 25 Jesus said to her, I ammyself
that day and that life; he who has faith in me will have life even if he is dead; 26 And no
one who is living and has faith in me will ever see death. Is this your faith? 27 She said to
him, Yes, Lord: my faith is that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into
the world. 28And having said this, she went away and said secretly to her sister Mary, The
Master is here and has sent for you. 29AndMary, hearing this, got up quickly and went to
him. 30Now Jesus had not at this time come into the town, but was still in the place where
Martha had seen him. 31 Then the Jews who were with her in the house, comforting her,
when they saw Mary get up quickly and go out, went after her in the belief that she was
going to the place of the dead and would be weeping there. 32WhenMary came to where
Jesus was and saw him, she went down at his feet, saying, Lord, if you had been here my
brotherwouldnot be dead. 33Andwhen Jesus sawherweeping, and saw the Jewsweeping
who camewithher, his spiritwasmovedandhewas troubled, 34And said,Wherehave you
put him? They said, Come and see, Lord. 35And Jesus himself was weeping. 36 So the Jews
said, See how dear he was to him! 37But some of them said, This man, whomade open the
eyes of the blind man, was he not able to keep his friend from death? 38 So Jesus, deeply
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troubled in heart, came to the place of the dead. It was a hole in the rock, and a stone was
over the opening. 39 Jesus said, Take away the stone. Martha, the sister of him who was
dead, said, Lord, by this time the body will be smelling, for he has been dead four days.
40 Jesus said to her, Did I not say to you that if you had faith youwould see the glory of God?
41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus, looking up to heaven, said, Father, I give praise
to you for hearingme. 42 I was certain that your ears are at all times open tome, but I said
it because of thesewho are here, so that theymay see that you sentme. 43Then he said in a
loud voice, Lazarus, come out! 44And hewhowas dead came out, with linen bands folded
tightly about his hands and feet, and a cloth about his face. Jesus said to them, Make him
free and let him go. 45Then a number of the Jewswho had come toMary and had seen the
things which Jesus did had belief in him. 46 But some of them went to the Pharisees with
the news of what Jesus had done. 47Then the high priests and the Pharisees had ameeting
and said,What arewe doing? Thisman is doing a number of signs. 48 If we let him go on in
this way, everybody will have belief in him and the Romans will come and take away our
place and our nation. 49But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to
them, Youhavenoknowledgeof anything; 50Youdonot see that it is inyour interest for one
man to be put to death for the people, so that all the nation may not come to destruction.
51He did not say this of himself, but being the high priest that year he said, as a prophet,
that Jesus would be put to death for the nation; 52And not for that nation only, but for the
purpose of uniting in one body the children of God all over the world. 53 And from that
day they took thought together how to put him to death. 54 So Jesus no longer went about
publicly among the Jews, but went from there into the country near to thewaste land, to a
townnamedEphraim,where hewas for some timewith the disciples. 55Now the Passover
of the Jews was near, and numbers of people went up from the country to Jerusalem to
make themselves clean before the Passover. 56 They were looking for Jesus and saying to
one another while they were in the Temple, What is your opinion? Will he not come to
the feast? 57Now the chief priests and the Pharisees had given orders that if anyone had
knowledge where he was, he was to give themword, so that theymight take him.

12
1 Then, six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany where Lazarus was, whom

Jesus had made to come back from the dead. 2 So they made him a meal there, and he
was waited on by Martha, and Lazarus was among those who were seated with him at
table. 3ThenMary, taking a pound of perfumed oil of great value, put it on the feet of Jesus
andmade them dry with her hair: and the house became full of the smell of the perfume.
4But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot (who was to give him up), said, 5Whywas not this
perfume traded for three hundred pence, and the money given to the poor? 6 (He said
this, not because he had any love for the poor; but because he was a thief, and, having the
money-bag, took for himself what was put into it.) 7 Then Jesus said, Let her be. Let her
keepwhat she has for the day of my death. 8The poor you have ever with you, but me you
have not for ever. 9Then a great number of the Jews had news that hewas there: and they
came, not only because of Jesus, but so that theymight see Lazaruswhohadbeendead and
towhomhehadgiven life. 10Nowtherewas talk among the chief priests of puttingLazarus
to death; 11 For because of him a great number of the Jews went away and had belief in
Jesus. 12 The day after, a great number of people who were there for the feast, when they
had the news that Jesuswas coming to Jerusalem, 13Took branches of palm-trees andwent
out to him, crying, A blessing onhimwho comes in the nameof the Lord, theKing of Israel!
14And Jesus saw a young ass and took his seat on it; as the Writings say, 15Have no fear,
daughter of Zion: see your King is coming, seated on a young ass. 16 (These thingswere not
clear tohis disciples at first: butwhen Jesushadbeen liftedup intohis glory, then it came to
their minds that these things in theWritings were about him and that they had been done
to him.) 17Now the peoplewhowerewith himwhenhis voice came to Lazarus in the place
of the dead, and gave him life again, had been talking about it. 18And that was the reason
the people went out to him, because it had come to their ears that he had done this sign.
19Then thePharisees said one to another, You see, youareunable to doanything: theworld
has gone after him. 20Now there were some Greeks among the people who had come up
to give worship at the feast: 21 They came to Philip, who was of Beth-saida in Galilee, and
made a request, saying, Sir, we have a desire to see Jesus. 22Philip went and gave word of
it to Andrew; and Andrew went with Philip to Jesus. 23And Jesus said to them in answer,
The hour of the glory of the Son of man has come. 24 Truly I say to you, If a seed of grain
does not go into the earth and come to an end, it is still a seed and no more; but through
its death it gives much fruit. 25Hewho is in love with life will have it taken from him; and
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he who has no care for his life in this world will keep it for ever and ever. 26 If any man is
my servant, let him come after me; and where I am, there will my servant be. If any man
becomesmyservant,myFatherwill givehimhonour. 27Nowismysoul troubled; andwhat
am I to say? Father, keep me from this hour. No: for this purpose have I come to this hour.
28 Father, give glory to your name. Then there came a voice out of heaven, saying, I have
given it glory, and I will give it glory again. 29Hearing the sound, a number of people who
were there said that it was thunder: others said, An angel was talking to him. 30 Jesus said
in answer, This voice came not for me but for you. 31Now is this world to be judged: now
will the ruler of this world be sent out. 32And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will make
all men come to me. 33 (This he said, pointing to the sort of death he would have.) 34Then
the people in answer said to him, The law says that the Christ will have life without end:
how say you then that it is necessary for the Son of man to be lifted up? Who is this Son of
man? 35 Jesus said to them, For a little time longer the light will be among you; while you
have the light go on walking in it, so that the dark may not overtake you: one walking in
the dark has no knowledge of where he is going. 36 In so far as you have the light, put your
faith in the light so that youmay become sons of light. With these words Jesus went away
and for a time was not seen again by them. 37 But though he had done such a number of
signs before them, they still had no belief in him: 38So that thewords of the prophet Isaiah
might come true, when he said, Lord, who has any belief in our preaching? and the arm
of the Lord, to whom has it been unveiled? 39 For this reason they were unable to have
belief, because Isaiah said again, 40He has made their eyes blind, and their hearts hard;
for fear that they might see with their eyes and get knowledge with their hearts, and be
changed, and Imightmake themwell. 41 (Isaiah said thesewords because he sawhis glory.
His words were about him.) 42However, a number even of the rulers had belief in him,
but because of the Pharisees they did not say so openly for fear that theymight be shut out
from the Synagogue: 43For the praise ofmenwas dearer to them than the approval of God.
44Then Jesus saidwith a loud voice, Hewho has faith inme, has faith not inme, but in him
who sent me. 45And he who sees me, sees him who sent me. 46 I have come as a light into
the world, so that no one who has faith in me will go on living in the dark. 47And if any
man gives ear to my words and does not keep them, I am not his judge: I did not come to
be judge of theworld but to give salvation to theworld. 48Hewho putsme on one side and
does not takemywords to heart, is not without a judge: thewordwhich I have saidwill be
his judge on the last day. 49For I have not said it on my authority, but the Father who sent
me gaveme orders what to say and how to say it. 50And I have knowledge that his order is
eternal life: so that the things which I say, I say them even as the Father says them tome.

13
1Nowbefore the feast of thePassover, itwas clear to Jesus that the timehad come forhim

to go away from this world to the Father. Having once had love for those in the world who
were his, his love for themwent on to the end. 2Sowhile amealwas going on, the Evil One
having now put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to be false to him, 3 Jesus,
being conscious that the Father had put everything into his hands, and that he came from
God and was going to God, 4Got up from table, put off his robe and took a cloth and put it
round him. 5Then he put water into a basin and was washing the feet of the disciples and
drying themwith the cloth which was round him. 6 So he came to Simon Peter. Peter said,
Lord, are my feet to be washed by you? 7And Jesus, answering, said to him, What I do is
not clear to you now, but it will be clear to you in time to come. 8 Peter said, I will never
let my feet be washed by you, never. Jesus said in answer, If I do not make you clean you
have no part withme. 9Simon Peter said to him, Lord, not my feet only, but my hands and
my head. 10 Jesus said to him, He who is bathed has need only to have his feet washed and
then he is clean all over: and you, my disciples, are clean, but not all of you. 11 (He had
knowledge who was false to him; that is why he said, You are not all clean.) 12Then, after
washing their feet and putting on his robe again, he took his seat and said to them, Do you
see what I have done to you? 13 You give me the name of Master and Lord: and you are
right; that iswhat I am. 14 If then I, the Lord and theMaster, havemade your feet clean, it is
right for you to make one another's feet clean. 15 I have given you an example, so that you
may dowhat I have done to you. 16Truly I say to you, A servant is not greater than his lord;
and he who is sent is not greater than the one who sent him. 17 If these things are clear to
you, happy are you if you do them. 18 I am not talking of you all: I have knowledge of my
true disciples, but things are as they are, so that the Writings may come true, The foot of
himwho takes breadwithme is lifted up against me. 19From this time forward, I give you
knowledge of things before they come about, so that when they come about youmay have
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belief that I am he. 20 Truly I say to you, He who takes to his heart anyone whom I send,
takes me to his heart; and he who so takes me, takes him who sent me. 21When Jesus had
said this he was troubled in spirit, and gave witness, saying, Truly I say to you, that one
of you will be false to me. 22Then the eyes of the disciples were turned on one another, in
doubt as towhomhe had inmind. 23Therewas at table one of his disciples, the one dear to
Jesus, resting his head on Jesus' breast. 24Making a sign to him, Simon Peter said,Who is it
he is talking about? 25He, then, resting his head on Jesus' breast, said to him, Lord, who is
it? 26Thiswas the answer Jesus gave: It is the one towhom Iwill give this bit of bread after
I have put it in the vessel. Then he took the bit of bread, put it into the vessel, and gave it
to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. 27Andwhen Judas took the bread Satanwent into him.
Then Jesus said to him, Do quickly what you have to do. 28Now it was not clear to anyone
at table why he said this to him. 29 Some were of the opinion that because Judas kept the
money-bag Jesus said to him, Get the thingswe have need of for the feast; or, that hewas to
give something to the poor. 30 So Judas, having taken the bit of bread, straight away went
out: and it was night. 31 Then when he had gone out, Jesus said, Now is glory given to the
Son ofman, and God is given glory in him. 32 If God is given glory in him, Godwill give him
glory in himself, and will give him glory even now. 33My dear children, I am only to be
with you a little longer. Then you will be looking for me: and as I said to the Jews, so now
I say to you, Where I am going you may not come. 34 I give you a new law: Have love one
for another; even as I have had love for you, so are you to have love one for another. 35By
this it will be clear to all men that you are my disciples, if you have love one for another.
36 Simon Peter said to him, Lord, where are you going? Jesus said in answer, Where I am
going you may not come with me now, but you will come later. 37 Peter said to him, Why
may I not come with you even now? I will give up my life for you. 38 Jesus said in answer,
Will you give up your life for me? Truly I say to you, Before the cry of the cock you will
have said three times that you are not my disciple.

14
1Let not your heart be troubled: have faith in God and have faith inme. 2 Inmy Father's

house are rooms enough; if it was not so, would I have said that I am going to make ready
a place for you? 3And if I go and make ready a place for you, I will come back again and
will take you to be with me, so that youmay be where I am. 4And you all have knowledge
of where I am going, and of the way to it. 5 Thomas said, Lord, we have no knowledge of
where you are going; how may we have knowledge of the way? 6 Jesus said to him, I am
the true and living way: no one comes to the Father but by me. 7 If you had knowledge of
me, you would have knowledge of my Father: you have knowledge of him now and have
seen him. 8 Philip said to him, Lord, let us see the Father, and we have need of nothing
more. 9 Jesus said to him, Philip, have I been with you all this time, and still you have no
knowledge ofme? Hewho has seenme has seen the Father. Why do you say, Let us see the
Father? 10Have you not faith that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words
which I say to you, I say not frommyself: but the Father who is in me all the time does his
works. 11Have faith that I am in the Father and that the Father is inme: at least, have faith
inmebecause ofwhat I do. 12Truly I say to you,Hewhoputs his faith inmewill do the very
workswhich I do, andhewill do greater things than these, because I amgoing tomyFather.
13Andwhatever request youmake inmy name, that I will do, so that the Fathermay have
glory in the Son. 14 If youmakeany request tome inmyname, Iwill do it. 15 If youhave love
forme, youwill keepmy laws. 16And I will make prayer to the Father and hewill give you
anotherHelper to bewith you for ever, 17Even the Spirit of true knowledge. That Spirit the
world is not able to take to its heart because it sees him not and has no knowledge of him:
but you have knowledge of him, because he is everwith you andwill be in you. 18 I will not
let you be without a friend: I am coming to you. 19A little time longer, and the world will
see me no more; but you will see me; and you will be living because I am living. 20At that
time itwill be clear to you that I am inmyFather, and you are inme, and I in you. 21Hewho
hasmy laws and keeps them, he it is who has love forme: and hewho has love formewill
be loved by my Father, and I will have love for him and will let myself be seen clearly by
him. 22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, How is it that you will let yourself be seen clearly
by us and not by the world? 23 Jesus said to him in answer, If anyone has love for me, he
will keep my words: and he will be dear to my Father; and we will come to him andmake
our living-place with him. 24He who has no love for me does not keep my words; and the
wordwhich you are hearing is notmyword but the Father's who sentme. 25 I have said all
this to youwhile I am still with you. 26But theHelper, theHoly Spirit, whom the Fatherwill
send inmyname,will be your teacher in all things andwill put you inmind of everything I
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have said to you. 27Maypeace bewith you;my peace I give to you: I give it not as theworld
gives. Let not your heart be troubled; let it be without fear. 28Keep in mind how I said to
you, I go away and come to you again. If you had love for me youwould be glad, because I
am going to the Father: for the Father is greater than I. 29And now I have given you word
of it before it comes, so that, when it comes, you may have faith. 30After this I will not say
much to you, because the ruler of this world comes: and he has no power over me; 31But
he comes so that the worldmay see that I have love for the Father, and that I am doing as I
am ordered by the Father. Get up, and let us go.

15
1 I am the true vine and my Father is the gardener. 2He takes away every branch in me

which has no fruit, and every branch which has fruit he makes clean, so that it may have
more fruit. 3You are clean, even now, through the teachingwhich I have given you. 4Be in
me at all times as I am in you. As the branch is not able to give fruit of itself, if it is not still
on the vine, so you are not able to do so if you are not in me. 5 I am the vine, you are the
branches: hewho is inme at all times as I am in him, givesmuch fruit, becausewithoutme
you are able to do nothing. 6 If a man does not keep himself in me, he becomes dead and
is cut off like a dry branch; such branches are taken up and put in the fire and burned. 7 If
you are in me at all times, and my words are in you, then anything for which you make a
request will be done for you. 8Here ismy Father's glory, in that you givemuch fruit and so
are my true disciples. 9 Even as the Father has given me his love, so I have given my love
to you: be ever in my love. 10 If you keep my laws, you will be ever in my love, even as I
have kept my Father's laws, and am ever in his love. 11 I have said these things to you so
that I may have joy in you and so that your joy may be complete. 12 This is the law I give
you: Have love one for another, even as I have love for you. 13 Greater love has no man
than this, that a man gives up his life for his friends. 14You are my friends, if you do what
I give you orders to do. 15No longer do I give you the name of servants; because a servant
is without knowledge of what his master is doing: I give you the name of friends, because
I have given you knowledge of all the things which my Father has said to me. 16 You did
not take me for yourselves, but I took you for myself; and I gave you the work of going
about and producing fruit which will be for ever; so that whatever request you make to
the Father inmy name hemay give it to you. 17So this ismy law for you: Have love one for
another. 18 If you are hated by theworld, keep inmind that Iwas hated by theworld before
you. 19 If youwere of theworld, youwould be loved by theworld: but because you are not
of the world, but I have taken you out of the world, you are hated by the world. 20Keep in
mind the words I said to you, A servant is not greater than his lord. If they were cruel to
me, they will be cruel to you; if they kept my words, they will keep yours. 21 They will do
all this to you because ofmyname— because they have no knowledge of himwho sentme.
22 If I had not come and been their teacher theywould have had no sin: but now they have
no reason to give for their sin. 23Hewho has hate forme has hate formy Father. 24 If I had
not done among them the works which no other man ever did, they would have had no
sin: but now they have seen, and they have had hate in their hearts for me andmy Father.
25 This comes about so that the writing in their law may be made true, Their hate for me
was without cause. 26When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father
even the Spirit of true knowledgewho comes from the Father— hewill give witness about
me; 27Andyou, in addition,will givewitness because youhavebeenwithme from thefirst.

16
1 I have said these things to you so that youmay not be in doubt. 2They will put you out

of the Synagogues: yes, the time is coming when whoever puts you to death will have the
belief that he is doing God's pleasure. 3They will do these things to you because they have
not had knowledge of the Father or of me. 4 I have said these things to you so that when
the time comes, what I have said may come to your mind. I did not say them to you at the
first, because then I was still with you. 5But now I am going to him who sent me; and not
one of you says tome,Where are you going? 6But your hearts are full of sorrow because I
have said these things. 7But what I am saying is true: my going is for your good: for if I do
not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8And he,
when he comes, will make the world conscious of sin, and of righteousness, and of being
judged: 9Of sin, because they have not faith in me; 10Of righteousness, because I go to the
Father and youwill seeme nomore; 11Of being judged, because the ruler of thisworld has
been judged. 12 I have still much to say to you, but you are not strong enough for it now.
13However, when he, the Spirit of true knowledge, has come, he will be your guide into
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all true knowledge: for his words will not come from himself, but whatever has come to
his hearing, that he will say: and he will make clear to you the things to come. 14He will
giveme glory, because hewill take of what is mine, andmake it clear to you. 15Everything
which the Father has is mine: that is why I say, He will take of what is mine and will make
it clear to you. 16After a little time you will see me no longer; and then again, after a little
time, you will see me. 17 So some of the disciples said one to another, What is this he is
saying, After a little time, youwill seeme no longer; and then again, after a little time, you
will seeme? and, I amgoing to the Father? 18So they said again andagain,What is this he is
saying, A little time? Hiswords are not clear to us. 19 Jesus saw that they had a desire to put
the question to him, so he said to them, Is this what you are questioning one with another,
why I said, After a little time, you will see me no longer; and then again, after a little time,
you will see me? 20 Truly I say to you, You will be weeping and sorrowing, but the world
will be glad: you will be sad, but your sorrow will be turned into joy. 21When a woman is
about to give birth she has sorrow, because her hour is come; butwhen she has given birth
to the child, the pain is put out of her mind by the joy that a man has come into the world.
22 So you have sorrow now: but I will see you again, and your hearts will be glad, and no
onewill take away your joy. 23And on that day youwill put no questions tome. Truly I say
to you, Whatever request you make to the Father, he will give it to you in my name. 24Up
to now you havemade no request inmy name: do so, and it will be answered, so that your
hearts may be full of joy. 25All this I have said to you in veiled language: but the time is
coming when I will no longer say things in veiled language but will give you knowledge
of the Father clearly. 26 In that day you will make requests in my name: and I do not say
that I will make prayer to the Father for you, 27For the Father himself gives his love to you,
because you have given your love tome andhave had faith that I came fromGod. 28 I came
out from the Father and have come into theworld: again, I go away from theworld and go
to the Father. 29His disciples said, Now you are talking clearly and not in veiled language.
30Nowwe are certain that you have knowledge of all things and have no need for anyone
to put questions to you: through this we have faith that you came fromGod. 31 Jesusmade
answer, Have you faith now? 32 See, a time is coming, yes, it is now here, when you will
go away in all directions, every man to his house, and I will be by myself: but I am not by
myself, because the Father is with me. 33 I have said all these things to you so that in me
you may have peace. In the world you have trouble: but take heart! I have overcome the
world.

17
1 Jesus said these things; then, lifting his eyes to heaven, he said, Father, the time has

now come; give glory to your Son, so that the Sonmay give glory to you: 2Even as you gave
him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all those whom you have given to him.
3And this is eternal life: to have knowledge of you, the only true God, and of him whom
you have sent, even Jesus Christ. 4 I have given you glory on the earth, having done all the
work which you gave me to do. 5And now, Father, let me have glory with you, even that
glory which I had with you before the world was. 6 I have given knowledge of your name
to the men whom you gave me out of the world: yours they were, and you gave them to
me, and they have kept yourwords. 7Now it is clear to them thatwhatever you have given
to me comes from you: 8Because I have given them the words which you gave to me; and
they have taken them to heart, andhave certain knowledge that I came fromyou, and they
have faith that you sent me. 9My prayer is for them: my prayer is not for the world, but
for those whom you have given to me, because they are yours 10 (All mine are yours, and
yours are mine) and I have glory in them. 11And now I will be no longer in the world, but
they are in the world and I come to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name which you
have given to me, so that they may be one even as we are one. 12While I was with them I
kept them safe in your namewhich you have given tome: I took care of them and not one
of themhas come to destruction, but only the son of destruction, so that theWritingsmight
come true. 13And now I come to you; and these things I say in the world so that they may
have my joy complete in them. 14 I have given your word to them; and they are hated by
the world, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 15My prayer
is not that you will take them out of the world, but that you will keep them from the Evil
One. 16 They are not of the world any more than I am of the world. 17Make them holy by
the true word: your word is the true word. 18Even as you have sent me into the world, so
I have sent them into the world. 19And for them I make myself holy, so that they may be
made truly holy. 20My prayer is not for them only, but for all who will have faith in me
through their word; 21May they all be one! Even as you, Father, are inme and I am in you,
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so let them be in us, so that all men may come to have faith that you sent me. 22And the
glorywhich you have given tome I have given to them, so that theymay be one even aswe
are one; 23 I in them, and you inme, so that theymay bemade completely one, and so that
it may become clear to all men that you have sent me and that they are loved by you as I
am loved by you. 24Father, it ismy desire that thesewhomyou have given tomemay be by
my side where I am, so that they may see my glory which you have given to me, because
you had love for me before the world came into being. 25 Father of righteousness, I have
knowledge of you, though theworldhas not; and to these it is clear that you sentme; 26And
I have given to them knowledge of your name, and will give it, so that the love which you
have for memay be in them and I in them.

18
1When Jesus had said thesewordshewent outwithhis disciples over the streamKedron

to a garden, into which he went with his disciples. 2 And Judas, who was false to him,
had knowledge of the place because Jesus went there frequently with his disciples. 3 So
Judas, getting a band of armedmen and police from the chief priests and Pharisees, went
there with lights and with arms. 4Then Jesus, having knowledge of everything which was
coming on him, went forward and said to them, Who are you looking for? 5Their answer
was, Jesus the Nazarene. Jesus said, I am he. And Judas, who was false to him, was there
at their side. 6 And when he said to them, I am he, they went back, falling to the earth.
7 So again he put the question to them, Who are you looking for? And they said, Jesus the
Nazarene. 8 Jesusmade answer, I have said that I amhe; if you are looking forme, let these
men go away. 9 (He said this so that his words might come true, I have kept safe all those
whomyougave tome.) 10Then SimonPeter,whohada sword, took it out and gave thehigh
priest's servant a blow, cutting off his right ear. The servant's name was Malchus. 11Then
Jesus said toPeter, Put backyour sword: am Inot to take the cupwhichmyFatherhas given
tome? 12Then thebandand the chief captainand thepolice took Jesus andput cords round
him. 13They tookhimfirst toAnnas, becauseAnnaswas the father-in-lawof Caiaphaswho
was the high priest that year. 14 Itwas Caiaphaswhohad said to the Jews that itwas in their
interest for oneman to be put to death for the people. 15And Simon Peter went after Jesus
with another disciple. Now that disciple was a friend of the high priest and he went in
with Jesus into the house of the high priest; 16But Peter was kept outside at the door. Then
this other disciple, who was a friend of the high priest, came out and had a word with the
girl who kept the door, and took Peter in. 17 Then the girl who was the door-keeper said
to Peter, Are you not one of this man's disciples? In answer he said, I am not. 18Now the
servants and the police had made a fire of coals because it was cold; they were warming
themselves in front of it and Peterwas therewith them,warming himself. 19Then the high
priest put questions to Jesus about his disciples and his teaching. 20 Jesus made answer, I
said things openly to the world at all times; I have given my teaching in the Synagogues
and in the Temple to which all the Jews come; and I have said nothing secretly. 21Why are
you questioning me? put questions to my hearers about what I have said to them: they
have knowledge of what I said. 22When he said this, one of the police by his side gave him
a blowwith his open hand, saying, Do you give such an answer to the high priest? 23 Jesus
said in answer, If I have said anything evil, givewitness to the evil: but if I saidwhat is true,
why do you give me blows? 24 Then Annas sent him chained to Caiaphas, the high priest.
25But Simon Peter was still there warming himself by the fire. They said to him, Are you
not one of his disciples? He said, No, I am not. 26 One of the servants of the high priest,
a relation of him whose ear had been cut off by Peter, said, Did I not see you with him in
the garden? 27Then again Peter said, No. And straight away a cock gave its cry. 28 So they
took Jesus from the house of Caiaphas to the Praetorium. It was early. They themselves
did not go into the Praetorium, so that theymight not become unclean, but might take the
Passover. 29So Pilate came out to them and put the question: What have you to say against
this man? 30 They said to him in answer, If the man was not a wrongdoer we would not
have given him up to you. 31Then Pilate said to them, Take him yourselves and let him be
judged by your law. But the Jews said to him, We have no right to put any man to death.
32 (That the word of Jesus might come true, pointing to the sort of death he would have.)
33 Then Pilate went back into the Praetorium and sent for Jesus and said to him, Are you
the King of the Jews? 34 Jesus made answer, Do you say this of yourself, or did others say it
about me? 35Pilate said, Am I a Jew? Your nation and the chief priests have given you into
my hands: what have you done? 36 Jesus said in answer, My kingdom is not of this world:
if my kingdom was of this world, my disciples would have made a good fight to keep me
out of the hands of the Jews: but my kingdom is not here. 37 Then Pilate said to him, Are
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you then a king? Jesusmade answer, You say that I am a king. For this purposewas I given
birth, and for this purpose I came into the world, that I might give witness to what is true.
Every lover of what is true gives ear to my voice. 38Pilate said to him, True? what is true?
Having said this he went out again to the Jews and said to them, I see no wrong in him.
39 But every year you make a request to me to let a prisoner go free at the Passover. Is it
your desire that I let the King of the Jews go free? 40 Then again they gave a loud cry, Not
this man, but Barabbas. Now Barabbas was an outlaw.

19
1 Then Pilate took Jesus and had him whipped with cords. 2 And the men of the army

made a crown of thorns and put it on his head, and they put a purple robe on him. 3And
they kept coming and saying, Long life to the King of the Jews! And they gave him blows
with their hands. 4And Pilate went out again and said to them, See, I let him come out to
you tomake it clear to you that I seenowrong inhim. 5Then Jesus cameoutwith the crown
of thorns and the purple robe. AndPilate said to them,Here is theman! 6Sowhen the chief
priests and the police sawhim they gave a loud cry, To the cross! to the cross! Pilate said to
them, Take him yourselves and put him on the cross: I see no crime in him. 7And the Jews
made answer, We have a law, and by that law it is right for him to be put to death because
he said he was the Son of God. 8When this saying came to Pilate's ears his fear became
greater; 9 And he went again into the Praetorium and said to Jesus, Where do you come
from? But Jesus gave him no answer. 10 Then Pilate said to him, You say nothing to me?
is it not clear to you that I have power to let you go free and power to put you to death on
the cross? 11 Jesus gave this answer: You would have no power at all over me if it was not
given to you by God; so that he who gaveme up to you has the greater sin. 12Hearing this,
Pilate had a desire to let himgo free, but the Jews said in a loud voice, If you let thisman go,
you are not Caesar's friend: everyone whomakes himself a king goes against Caesar. 13 So
when thesewords came to Pilate's ear, he took Jesus out, seating himself in the judge's seat
in a place named in Hebrew, Gabbatha, or the Stone Floor. 14 (It was the day when they
made ready for the Passover; and it was about the sixth hour.) And he said to the Jews,
There is your King! 15 Then they gave a loud cry, Away with him! away with him! to the
cross! Pilate said to them,AmI toput yourKing todeathon the cross? The chief priests said
in answer,Wehave no king but Caesar. 16So then he gave himup to them to be put to death
on the cross. And they took Jesus away; 17 And he went out with his cross on him to the
place which is named Dead Man's Head (in Hebrew, Golgotha): 18Where they put him on
the cross with two others, one on this side and one on that, and Jesus in themiddle. 19And
Pilateputon thecrossa statement inwriting. Thewritingwas: JESUSTHENAZARENE,THE
KING OF THE JEWS. 20The writing was seen by a number of the Jews, for the place where
Jesuswas put to death on the cross was near the town; and thewritingwas in Hebrew and
Latin and Greek. 21Then the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, Do not put, The King of
the Jews, but, He said, I am theKing of the Jews. 22But Pilatemade answer,What I have put
in writing will not be changed. 23And when Jesus was nailed to the cross, the men of the
army took his clothing, and made a division of it into four parts, to every man a part, and
they took his coat: now the coat was without a join, made out of one bit of cloth. 24 So they
said among themselves, Let this not be cut up, but let us put it to the decision of chance and
see who gets it. (They did this so that theWritings might come true, which say, Theymade
a distribution ofmy clothing among them, andmy coat they put to the decision of chance.)
This was what the men of the army did. 25Now by the side of the cross of Jesus were his
mother, andhismother's sisterMary, thewife of Cleopas, andMaryMagdalene. 26Sowhen
Jesus saw his mother and the disciple who was dear to him, he said to his mother, Mother,
there is your son! 27Thenhe said to the disciple, There is yourmother! And from that hour
thedisciple tookher tohis house. 28After this, being conscious that all thingshadnowbeen
done so that the Writings might come true, Jesus said, Give me water. 29Now there was a
vessel ready, full of bitter wine, and they put a sponge full of it on a stick and put it to his
mouth. 30 So when Jesus had taken the wine he said, All is done. And with his head bent
he gave up his spirit. 31Now it was the day of getting ready for the Passover, and so that
the bodiesmight not be on the cross on the Sabbath (because the day of that Sabbathwas a
great day), the Jewsmade a request to Pilate that their legsmight be broken, and that they
might be taken away. 32So themen of the army came, and the legs of the first were broken
and then of the other whowas put to death on the cross with Jesus: 33But when they came
to Jesus, they saw that hewas dead by this time, and so his legswere not broken; 34But one
of themenmade awound in his side with a spear, and straight away there came out blood
and water. 35 And he who saw it has given witness (and his witness is true; he is certain
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that what he says is true) so that you may have belief. 36 These things came about so that
theWritingsmight be true, No bone of his bodywill be broken. 37And again another verse
says, They will see him who was wounded by their spears. 38After these things, Joseph of
Arimathaea, who was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, made a request
to Pilate to let him take away the body of Jesus: and Pilate said he might do so. So he went
and took away his body. 39And Nicodemus came (he who had first come to Jesus by night)
with a roll of myrrh and aloesmixed, about a hundred pounds. 40Then they took the body
of Jesus, folding linen about it with the spices, as is the way of the Jews when they put the
dead to rest. 41Now there was a garden near the cross, and in the garden a new place for
the dead inwhich noman had ever been put. 42So they put Jesus there, because it was the
Jews' day of getting ready for the Passover, and the place was near.

20
1Now on the first day of the week, very early, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene

came to the place and saw that the stone had been taken away from it. 2 Then she went
running to Simon Peter, and to the other disciplewhowas loved by Jesus, and said to them,
They have taken away the Lord out of the place of the dead and we have no knowledge
where theyhaveputhim. 3SoPeter and theotherdisciplewent out to theplace of thedead.
4They went running together, and the other disciple got in front of Peter and came first to
the hole in the rock; 5And looking in, he saw the linen bands on the earth; but he did not go
in, 6 Then Simon Peter came after him and went into the hole in the rock; and he saw the
linenbandson theearth, 7And the cloth,whichhadbeenroundhishead, notwith the linen
bands but rolled up in a place by itself. 8Then the other disciplewho came there first went
in; and he saw and belief came to him. 9 For at that time they had no knowledge that the
Writings said thathewouldhave to comeagain fromthedead. 10So then thediscipleswent
awayagain to theirhouses. 11ButMarywas still thereoutside thehole in therock,weeping;
andwhile shewasweeping and looking into thehole, 12She saw twoangels inwhite seated
where the body of Jesus had been, one at the head and the other at the feet. 13 They said
to her, Woman, why are you weeping? She said to them, Because they have taken away
my Lord, and I have no knowledge where they have put him. 14And then looking round,
she saw Jesus there, but had no idea that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her,Woman, why are
you weeping? who are you looking for? She, taking him for the gardener, said to him, Sir,
if you have taken him away from here, say where you have put him and I will take him
away. 16 Jesus said to her, Mary! Turning, she said to him in Hebrew, Rabboni! (which is to
say, Master). 17 Jesus said to her, Do not put your hand onme, for I have not gone up to the
Father: but go tomy brothers and say to them, I go up tomy Father and your Father, to my
God and your God. 18Mary Magdalene went with the news to the disciples, and said she
had seen theLordand thathehad said these things toher. 19Ateveningon thatday, thefirst
day of the week, when, for fear of the Jews, the doors were shut where the disciples were,
Jesus cameamong themand said to them,Maypeace bewith you! 20Andwhenhehad said
this, he let themseehis hands andhis side. Then the discipleswere gladwhen they saw the
Lord. 21And Jesus said to them again, May peace be with you! As the Father sent me, even
so I now send you. 22And when he had said this, breathing on them, he said to them, Let
the Holy Spirit come on you: 23Any to whom you give forgiveness, will be made free from
their sins; and any fromwhomyou keep back forgiveness, will still be in their sins. 24Now
Thomas, one of the twelve, namedDidymus, was notwith themwhen Jesus came. 25So the
other disciples said to him,Wehave seen the Lord. But he said to them, If I do not see in his
hands the print of the nails and put my finger into the print of the nails, and if I do not put
my hand into his side, I will never have belief. 26And after eight days, his disciples were
again in the house and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were shut, Jesus came,
and taking his place in themiddle of them, he said, May peace bewith you! 27Then he said
to Thomas, Put out your finger, and see my hands; and put your hand here into my side:
and be no longer in doubt but have belief. 28And Thomas said in answer, My Lord andmy
God! 29 Jesus said to him, Because you have seenme you have belief: a blessing will be on
those who have belief though they have not seenme! 30A number of other signs Jesus did
before his disciples which are not recorded in this book: 31But these are recorded, so that
youmayhave faith that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and so that, having this faith you
may have life in his name.

21
1After these things Jesus let himself be seen again by the disciples at the sea of Tiberias;

and it came about in this way. 2 Simon Peter, Thomas named Didymus, Nathanael of Cana
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in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples were all together. 3 Simon
Peter said to them, I am going fishing. They said to him, And we will come with you. They
went out and got into the boat; but that night they took no fish. 4Now very early in the
morning Jesus was there by the edge of the sea (though the disciples were not conscious
that it was Jesus). 5 So Jesus said to them, Children, have you taken any fish? They made
answer, No. 6And he said to them, Let down the net on the right side of the boat and you
will get some. So they put it in the water and now they were not able to get it up again
because of the great number of fish. 7So the disciple whowas dear to Jesus said to Peter, It
is the Lord! Hearing that it was the Lord, Peter put his coat round him (because hewas not
clothed) and went into the sea. 8And the other disciples came in the little boat (they were
not far from land, only about two hundred cubits off) pulling the net full of fish. 9When
they got to land, they saw a fire of coals there, with fish cooking on it, and bread. 10 Jesus
said to them, Get some of the fish which you have now taken. 11 So Peter went to the boat
and came back pulling the net to land, full of great fish, a hundred and fifty-three; and
though there was such a number the net was not broken. 12 Jesus said to them, Come and
take some food. And all the disciples were in fear of putting the question, Who are you?
being conscious that it was the Lord. 13Then Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to
them, and the fish in the same way. 14Now this was the third time that Jesus let himself
be seen by the disciples after he had come back from the dead. 15 Then when they had
taken food, Jesus said to Simon Peter, Simon, son of John, is your love for me greater than
the love of these others? He said to him, Yes, Lord; you are certain of my love for you. He
said to him, Then give my lambs food. 16Again, a second time, he said to him, Simon, son
of John, have you any love for me? Yes, Lord, he said, you are certain of my love for you.
Then take care of my sheep, said Jesus. 17He said to him a third time, Simon, son of John,
am I dear to you? Now Peter was troubled in his heart because he put the question a third
time, Am I dear to you? Andhe said to him, Lord, youhave knowledge of all things; you see
that you are dear to me. Jesus said to him, Then give my sheep food. 18 Truly I say to you,
When you were young, you made yourself ready and went wherever you had a desire to
go: but when you are old, you will put out your hands and another will make you ready,
and youwill be takenwhere you have no desire to go. 19Now this he said, pointing out the
sort of death bywhich hewould give God glory. And after saying this, he said to him, Come
afterme. 20ThenPeter, turning round, saw the disciplewhowas dear to Jesus coming after
them— the disciple whowas resting on his breast at the last meal, and said, Lord, who is it
who will be false to you? 21 Seeing him, Peter said to Jesus, What about this man? 22 Jesus
said to him, If it is my desire for him to be here till I come back, what is that to you? come
yourself afterme. 23So this sayingwent about among the brothers that this disciplewould
not undergo death: Jesus, however, did not say that hewouldnot undergo death, but, If it is
my desire for him to be here till I come back, what is that to you? 24This is the disciplewho
gives witness about these things and who put them in writing: and we have knowledge
that his witness is true. 25And Jesus did such a number of other things that, if every one
was recorded, it is my opinion that even the world itself is not great enough for the books
there would be.
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The Acts of the Apostles
1 I have given an earlier account, O Theophilus, of all the things which Jesus did, and of

his teaching from thefirst, 2Till the daywhenhewas takenup to heaven after hehad given
his orders, through the Holy Spirit, to the Apostles of whom he had made selection: 3And
towhomhe gave clear and certain signs that hewas living, after his death; for hewas seen
by them for forty days, and gave them teaching about the kingdom of God: 4 And when
they were all together, with him, he gave them orders not to go away from Jerusalem, but
to keep there, waiting till the word of the Father was put into effect, of which, he said, I
have given you knowledge: 5 For the baptism of John was with water, but you will have
baptismwith the Holy Spirit, after a little time. 6 So, when they were together, they said to
him, Lord, will you at this time give back the kingdom to Israel? 7And he said to them, It
is not for you to have knowledge of the time and the order of events which the Father has
kept in his control. 8But you will have power, when the Holy Spirit has come on you; and
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and all Judaea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth. 9Andwhen he had said these things, while theywere looking, hewas taken up, and
went from their view into a cloud. 10Andwhile theywere looking up to heavenwith great
attention, twomen came to them, in white clothing, 11And said, Omen of Galilee, why are
you looking up into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken from you into heaven, will come
again, in the samewayas you sawhimgo intoheaven. 12Then theywent back to Jerusalem
from themountain named Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey away.
13And when they came in, they went up into the room where they were living; Peter and
John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James, the
sonofAlphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas, the sonof James. 14And they allwith one
mind gave themselves up to prayer, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and
his brothers. 15And in those days Peter got up among the brothers (there were about one
hundred and twenty of them), and said, 16My brothers, the word of God had to be put into
effect, which the Holy Spirit had said before, by themouth of David, about Judas, whowas
guide to those who took Jesus, 17 For he was numbered among us, and had his part in our
work. 18 (Now thisman,with the rewardofhis evil-doing, got forhimself afield, and falling
head first, came to a sudden and violent end there. 19And this came to the knowledge of
all thosewhowere living in Jerusalem, so that the fieldwas named in their language, Akel-
dama, or, Thefield of blood.) 20For in the bookof Psalms it says, Let his house bewaste, and
let nomanbe living in it: and, Let his position be taken by another. 21For this reason, of the
men who have been with us all the time, while the Lord Jesus went in and out among us,
22 Starting from the baptism of John till he went up from us, one will have to be a witness
with us of his coming back from death. 23And they made selection of two, Joseph, named
Barsabbas, whose other name was Justus, and Matthias. 24 And they made prayers and
said, Lord, having knowledge of the hearts of all men, make clear which of these two has
beenmarkedoutbyyou, 25To take that positionas a servant andApostle, fromwhich Judas
by his sin was shut out, so that he might go to his place. 26And they put it to the decision
of chance, and the decisionwas given forMatthias, and hewas numberedwith the eleven
Apostles.

2
1 And when the day of Pentecost was come, they were all together in one place. 2 And

suddenly there came from heaven a sound like the rushing of a violent wind, and all the
housewhere theywerewas full of it. 3And they saw tongues, like flames of fire, coming to
rest on every one of them. 4And they were all full of the Holy Spirit, and were talking in
different languages, as the Spirit gave them power. 5Now there were living at Jerusalem,
Jews, God-fearing men, from every nation under heaven. 6 And when this sound came
to their ears, they all came together, and were greatly surprised because every man was
hearing the words of the disciples in his special language. 7And they were full of wonder
and said, Are not all these men Galilaeans? 8And how is it that every one of us is hearing
their words in the language which was ours from our birth? 9Men of Parthia, Media, and
Elam, and those living inMesopotamia, in Judaea andCappadocia, in Pontus andAsia, 10 In
Phrygia and Pamphylia, in Egypt and the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and thosewho have
come from Rome, Jews by birth and others who have become Jews, 11Men of Crete and
Arabia, to all of us they are talking in our different languages, of the great works of God.
12And they were all surprised and in doubt saying to one another, What is the reason of
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this? 13 But others, making sport of them, said, They are full of new wine. 14 But Peter,
gettingup,with the eleven, said in a loudvoice, Omenof Judaea, andall youwhoare living
in Jerusalem, takenote of this and give ear tomywords. 15For thesemenarenot overcome
with wine, as it seems to you, for it is only the third hour of the day; 16But this is the thing
whichwas saidby theprophet Joel; 17And itwill comeabout, in the last days, saysGod, that
I will send out my Spirit on all flesh; and your sons and your daughters will be prophets,
and your young men will see visions, and your old men will have dreams: 18And on my
men-servants and my women-servants I will send my Spirit, and they will be prophets.
19And wonders will be seen in heaven, and signs on the earth, blood and fire and smoke:
20The sunwill become dark and themoonwill be turned to blood, before that great day of
the Lord comes in glory: 21Andwhoevermakes his prayer to the Lordwill have salvation.
22Men of Israel, give ear to thesewords: Jesus of Nazareth, amanwho had the approval of
God, aswasmade clear to you by the greatworks and signs andwonderswhichGod did by
him among you, as you yourselves have knowledge, 23Him, when he was given up, by the
decision and knowledge of God, you put to death on the cross, by the hands of evil men:
24 But God gave him back to life, having made him free from the pains of death because
it was not possible for him to be overcome by it. 25 For David said of him, I saw the Lord
before my face at all times, for he is at my right hand, so that I may not be moved: 26And
for this cause my heart was glad and my tongue full of joy, and my flesh will be resting in
hope: 27 For you will not let my soul be in hell and you will not give up your Holy One to
destruction. 28You have made me see the ways of life; I will be full of joy when I see your
face. 29My brothers, I may say to you openly that David came to his death, and was put in
the earth, andhis resting-place iswith us today. 30But being a prophet, andhaving inmind
the oath which God had given to him, that of the fruit of his body onewould take his place
as a king, 31He, having knowledge of the future, was talking of the coming again of Christ
from the dead, that he was not kept in hell and his body did not see destruction. 32 This
Jesus God has given back to life, of which we all are witnesses. 33And so, being lifted up
to the right hand of God, and having the Father's word that the Holy Spirit would come, he
has sent this thing, which now you see and have knowledge of. 34 For David has not gone
up into heaven, but says, himself, The Lord said to my Lord, Be seated at my right hand,
35 Till I put all those who are against you under your feet. 36 For this reason, let all Israel
be certain that this Jesus, whom you put to death on the cross, God has made Lord and
Christ. 37Now when these words came to their ears their hearts were troubled, and they
said to Peter and the other Apostles, Brothers, what are we to do? 38 And Peter said, Let
your hearts be changed, every one of you, and have baptism in the name of Jesus Christ,
for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will have the Holy Spirit given to you. 39 For the
word of God is for you and for your children and for all thosewho are far off, even all those
who may be marked out by the Lord our God. 40And with more such words he gave his
witness, offering them salvation and saying, Come out from this evil generation. 41 Then
those who gave hearing to his words had baptism: and about three thousand souls were
joined to them that day. 42 And they kept their attention fixed on the Apostles' teaching
and were united together in the taking of broken bread and in prayer. 43But fear came on
every soul: and all sorts of wonders and signs were done by the Apostles. 44And all those
whowere of the faith kept together, andhad all things in common; 45And exchanging their
goods and property for money, theymade division of it among them all, as they had need.
46And day by day, going in agreement together regularly to the Temple and, taking broken
bread together in their houses, they took their foodwith joy andwith true hearts, 47Giving
praise toGod, andhaving the approval of all thepeople; andeveryday thenumberof those
who had salvation was increased by the Lord.

3
1Now Peter and Johnwere going up to the Temple at the ninth hour, the hour of prayer;

2And a certain man who from birth had had no power in his legs, was taken there every
day, and put down at the door of the Temple which is named Beautiful, requesting money
from those who went into the Temple; 3 He then, seeing Peter and John going into the
Temple, made a request to them. 4 And Peter, looking at him, with John, said, Keep your
eyes onus. 5Andhe gave attention to them, hoping to get something from them. 6But Peter
said, I have no silver or gold, but what I have, that I give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ
of Nazareth, get up on your feet. 7And he took him by his right hand, lifting him up; and
straight away his feet and the bones of his legs became strong, 8And, jumping up, he got
on to his feet andwent into the Templewith them, walking and jumping and giving praise
to God. 9And all the people saw himwalking and praising God: 10And they saw that it was
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the man who made requests for money at the door of the Temple, and they were full of
wonder and surprise at what had taken place. 11Andwhile he kept his hands on Peter and
John, all the people came running together to the coveredwaywhich is named Solomon's,
full of wonder. 12And when Peter saw it he said to the people, You men of Israel, why are
you so greatly surprised at this man? or why are you looking at us as if by our power or
virtue we had given him the use of his legs? 13The God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob,
the God of our fathers, has given glory to his servant Jesus; whom you gave up, turning
your backs on him, when Pilate hadmade the decision to let him go free. 14But youwould
have nothing to dowith theHoly andUpright One, andmade request for aman of blood to
be given to you, 15And put to death the Lord of life; whom God gave back from the dead;
of which fact we are witnesses. 16And his name, through faith in his name, has made this
man strong,whomyou see andhave knowledge of: yes, the faithwhich is throughhimhas
madehimwell, before youall. 17Andnow,mybrothers, I amconscious that youdid this, as
did your rulers, without knowledge. 18But the thingswhichGodhadmade clear before, by
themouth of all the prophets, that the Christ would have to undergo, he has put into effect
in this way. 19 So then, let your hearts be changed and be turned to God, so that your sins
may be completely taken away, and times of blessingmay come from the Lord; 20And that
hemay send the Christ whowasmarked out for you from the first, even Jesus: 21Who is to
be kept in heaven till the time when all things are put right, of which God has given word
by the mouth of his holy prophets, who have been from the earliest times. 22 For Moses
said, The Lord will give you a prophet from among your people, like me; you will give ear
to everythingwhichhewill say to you. 23Andevery soulwhodoesnot give attention to that
prophet, will be cut off from among the people. 24And all the prophets from Samuel and
those who came after, every one of them, gave word of these days. 25 You are the sons of
theprophets, andof theagreementwhichGodmadewithyour fathers, saying toAbraham,
Through your seed a blessingwill come on all the families of the earth. 26To you, first, God
sent his servant, blessing you by turning every one of you from his sins.

4
1Andwhile theywere talking to thepeople, the priests and the captain of theTemple and

the Sadducees came up to them, 2Being greatly troubled because they were teaching the
people and preaching Jesus as an example of the coming back from the dead. 3And they
took them and put them in prison till themorning, for it was now evening. 4But a number
of those who gave hearing to the word had faith; and they were now about five thousand.
5And on the day after, the rulers and those in authority and the scribes came together in
Jerusalem; 6And Annas, the high priest, was there, and Caiaphas and John and Alexander,
andall the relationsof thehighpriest. 7Then sending forPeter and John, they said, Bywhat
power and in whose name have you done this? 8 Then Peter, being full of the Holy Spirit,
said to them, O you rulers of the people andmen of authority, 9 If we are questioned today
aboutagoodworkdone toamanwhowas ill, as tohowhehasbeenmadewell, 10Takenote,
all of you, and all the people of Israel, that in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom
you put to death on the cross, whom God gave back from the dead, even through him is
thismannowbefore you completelywell. 11He is the stonewhich you builders had no use
for, but which has been made the chief stone of the building. 12 And in no other is there
salvation: for there is no other name under heaven, given amongmen, throughwhich we
may have salvation. 13Nowwhen they saw that Peter and John were without fear, though
theyweremenofnoeducationor learning, theyweregreatly surprised; and they tooknote
of them that theyhadbeenwith Jesus. 14And, seeing that themanwhohadbeenmadewell
was there with them, they were not able to say anything against it. 15But when they had
given them orders to go out of the Sanhedrin, they had a discussion among themselves,
16 Saying, What are we to do with these men? for certainly it is clear to all who are living
in Jerusalem that a most important sign has been done by them, and it is not possible to
say that it is not so. 17But so that it may not go farther among the people, let us put them in
fear of punishment if they say anything in future in this name. 18And they sent for them,
and gave them orders not to make statements or give teaching in the name of Jesus. 19But
Peter and John in answer said to them, It is for you to say if it is right in the eyes of God to
give attention to you more than to God: 20 For it is not possible for us to keep from saying
what we have seen and have knowledge of. 21Andwhen they had said more sharp words
to them, they let them go, not seeing what punishment they might give them, because of
the people; for all menwere giving praise to God for what had taken place. 22For theman
on whom this act of power was done was more than forty years old. 23 And when they
had beenmade free, they came back to their friends, and gave an account of all the things
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which the chief priests and the authorities had said to them. 24Andhearing it, they all, with
one mind, made prayer to God and said, O Lord, maker of heaven and earth and the sea
and all things in them: 25Whohas said, by theHoly Spirit, through themouth of our father
David your servant, Why are the nations so violently moved, and why are the thoughts
of the people so foolish? 26The kings of the earth were lifted up, the rulers came together,
against theLord, andagainst his Christ: 27For, truly, in this town, against yourholy servant,
Jesus, who was marked out by you as Christ, Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles
and the people of Israel, came together, 28To do that which had been fixed before by your
hand and your purpose. 29And now, Lord, take note of their cruel words, and give your
servants power to be preachers of yourwordwithout fear, 30While your hand is stretched
out to do works of mercy; so that signs and wonders may be done through the name of
your holy servant Jesus. 31And when their prayer was ended, the place where they were
was violently moved, and they all became full of the Holy Spirit, preaching the word of
God without fear. 32And all those who were of the faith were one in heart and soul: and
not one of them said that any of the things which he had was his property only; but they
had all things in common. 33Andwith great power theApostles gavewitness of the coming
backof theLord Jesus fromthedead; andgracewason themall. 34Andnooneamong them
was in need; for everyone who had land or houses, exchanging them for money, took the
price of them, 35 And put it at the feet of the Apostles for distribution to everyone as he
had need. 36And Joseph, who was given by the Apostles the name of Barnabas (the sense
of which is, Son of comfort), a Levite and a man of Cyprus by birth, 37Having a field, got
money for it and put themoney at the feet of the Apostles.

5
1But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, got money for his property,

2And kept back part of the price, hiswife having knowledge of it, and took the rest and put
it at the feet of the Apostles. 3But Peter said, Ananias, why has the Evil One put it into your
heart to be false to the Holy Spirit, and to keep back part of the price of the land? 4While
you had it, was it not your property? and after you had given it in exchange, was it not
still in your power? how has this purpose come into your mind? you have been false, not
to men, but to God. 5 And at these words, Ananias went down on the earth, and his life
went from him: and great fear came on all who were present. 6And the young men went
and made ready his body, and took it out, and put it in the earth. 7And about three hours
after, his wife, having no knowledge of what had taken place, came in. 8And Peter said to
her, Give me an answer: was this amount of money the price of the land? And she said,
Yes, it was. 9But Peter said to her, Why have you made an agreement together to be false
to the Spirit of the Lord? See, the feet of the young men who have put the body of your
husband in the earth, are at the door, and they will take you out. 10And straight away she
went downat his feet, and her lifewent fromher: and the youngmen came in and sawher
dead, and they took her out and put her in the earth with her husband. 11Then great fear
came on all the church and on all who had knowledge of these things. 12Now a number
of signs and wonders were done among the people by the hands of the Apostles; and they
were all together in Solomon's covered way. 13 The others, in fear, kept back from joining
them: but the people made much of them; 14 And a great number of men and women
had faith, and were joined to the Lord; 15And they even took into the streets people who
were ill, and put them on beds, so that when Peter went by, some of themmight be in his
shade. 16And numbers of people came together from the towns round about Jerusalem,
with those whowere ill and those whowere troubled with unclean spirits: and they were
all made well. 17 But the high priest and those who were with him (the Sadducees) were
full of envy, 18And they took the Apostles and put them in the common prison. 19 But in
the night an angel of the Lord, opening the doors of the prison, took them out and said,
20 Go, take your place in the Temple and give the people all the teaching about this Life.
21And hearing this, they went into the Temple at dawn, and were teaching. But the high
priest and those who were with him got together the Sanhedrin and the representatives
of the children of Israel, and sent to the prison to get them. 22But the men who were sent
saw that theywere not in the prison, and came backwith the news, 23Saying, The doors of
the prison were safely shut, and the keepers were at the doors, but when they were open,
there was nobody inside. 24Now, at these words, the captain of the Temple and the chief
priestsweregreatly troubledaboutwhatmightbe theendof thisbusiness. 25Andsomeone
came and said to them, The men, whom you put in prison, are in the Temple teaching the
people. 26 Then the captain and some of the police went and took them, but not violently,
for fear that theymight be stoned by the people. 27And they took them into the Sanhedrin,
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and the high priest said to them, 28We gave you very clear orders not to give teaching in
this name: and now Jerusalem is full of your teaching, and you are attempting to make us
responsible for this man's death. 29But Peter and the Apostles, answering, said, We have
to do the orders of God, not ofman. 30The God of our fathers gave Jesus back to life, whom
youhadput todeath, hanginghimona tree. 31HimGodhasput onhighathis righthand, as
a Ruler and a Saviour, to give to Israel a change of heart and forgiveness of sins. 32Andwe
are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who
keep his laws. 33But when these words came to their ears, they were cut to the heart, and
had amind to put them to death. 34But one of the Sanhedrin, a Pharisee named Gamaliel,
a man of learning in the law, of whom all the people had a high opinion, got up andmade
a suggestion for the men to be put outside for a little time. 35And he said to them, Men of
Israel, take care what you do about these men. 36 For before this there was Theudas, who
said hewas someone important, to whom about four hundredmen gave their support: he
was put to death, andhis bandwas brokenupand came tonothing. 37After thisman, there
was Judas of Galilee, at the time of the numbering, and some of the people went after him:
he was put to death, and all his supporters were put to flight. 38And now I say to you, Do
nothing to these men, but let them be: for if this teaching or this work is of men, it will
come to nothing: 39But if it is of God, you will not be able to overcome them, and you are
in danger of fighting against God. 40And he seemed to them to be right: and they sent for
the Apostles, and, after having them whipped and giving them orders to give no teaching
in the name of Jesus, they let them go. 41 So they went away from the Sanhedrin, happy to
undergo shame for the Name. 42And every day, in the Temple and privately, they went on
teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ.

6
1 Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was increasing, protests were

made by the Greek Jews against the Hebrews, because their widows were not taken care
of in thedistributionof food everyday. 2And theApostles sent for all the disciples and said,
It is not right for us to give up preaching the word of God in order to make distribution of
food. 3Take then fromamongyousevenmenofgoodname, full of theSpirit andofwisdom,
to whom we may give control of this business. 4 Then we will give all our time to prayer
and the teaching of the word. 5And this saying was pleasing to all of them: and theymade
selectionof Stephen, aman full of faithandof theHolySpirit, andPhilipandProchorusand
Nicanor and Timon and Parmenas andNicolas of Antioch, who had become a Jew: 6These
they took to the Apostles, who, after prayer, put their hands on them. 7 And the word of
God was increasing in power; and the number of the disciples in Jerusalem became very
great, and a great number of priests were in agreement with the faith. 8And Stephen, full
of grace and power, did great wonders and signs among the people. 9 But some of those
who were of the Synagogue named that of the Libertines, and some of the men of Cyrene
and of Alexandria and those from Cilicia and Asia, had arguments with Stephen. 10 But
they were not able to get the better of him, for his words were full of wisdom and of the
Spirit. 11Then they got men to say, He has said evil against Moses and against God, in our
hearing. 12And the people, with the rulers and the scribes, were moved against him, and
they came and took him before the Sanhedrin, 13 And they got false witnesses who said,
Thisman is for ever saying things against this holy place and against the law: 14For he has
said in our hearing that this Jesus of Nazareth will put this place to destruction and make
changes in the rules which were handed down to us by Moses. 15And all those who were
in the Sanhedrin, looking at him, saw that his face was like the face of an angel.

7
1Then the high priest said, Are these things true? 2Andhe said,Mybrothers and fathers,

give hearing. TheGod of glory came to our fatherAbraham,whenhewas inMesopotamia,
before he was living in Haran, 3And said to him, Go out of your land, and away from your
family, and come into the land towhich Iwill be your guide. 4Then he came out of the land
of the Chaldaeans, andwent intoHaran; and from there, whenhis fatherwas dead, hewas
guided by God into this land, where you are living now: 5AndGod gave himno heritage in
it, not even enough to put his foot on: but he gave him an undertaking that he would give
it to him and to his children after him, though he had no child at that time. 6And God said
that his seed would be living in a strange land, and that they would make them servants,
and be cruel to them for four hundred years. 7 And I will be the judge, said God, of that
nationwhichmade them servants: and after that, theywill come out and givemeworship
in this place. 8And he made with him the agreement of which circumcision was the sign.
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And so Abraham had a son, Isaac, and gave him circumcision on the eighth day; and Isaac
hada son, Jacob, and Jacobwas the fatherof the twelveheadsof the families of Israel. 9And
the brothers, moved with envy against Joseph, gave him to the Egyptians for money: but
God was with him, 10Andmade him free from all his troubles, and gave him wisdom and
the approval of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, whomade him ruler over Egypt and all his house.
11Now there was no food to be had in all Egypt and Canaan, and there was great trouble:
and our fathers were not able to get food. 12 But Jacob, hearing that there was grain in
Egypt, sent out our fathers thefirst time. 13And the second timehis brothers had ameeting
with Joseph, and Pharaoh had knowledge of Joseph's family. 14Then Joseph sent for Jacob
his father and all his family, seventy-five persons. 15And Jacob went down to Egypt, and
came to his end there, and so did our fathers; 16And theywere taken over to Shechem, and
put to rest in the place which Abraham got for a price in silver from the sons of Hamor
in Shechem. 17But when the time was near for putting into effect the undertaking which
God had given to Abraham, the people were increasing in Egypt, 18Till another king came
to power, who had no knowledge of Joseph. 19He, having evil designs against our nation,
was cruel to our fathers, and theywere forced to put out their young children, so that they
mightnot goon living. 20Atwhich timeMoses came tobirth, andhewasverybeautiful; and
hewas kept for threemonths in his father's house: 21Andwhen hewas put out, Pharaoh's
daughter took him and kept him as her son. 22AndMoses was trained in all the wisdom of
Egypt, andwas great in his words andworks. 23But when hewas almost forty years old, it
came into his heart to go and see his brothers, the children of Israel. 24And seeing one of
thembeingattacked, hewent tohishelpandgave theEgyptianadeath-blow: 25Andhewas
hoping that his brothers would see that God had sent him to be their saviour; but they did
not see. 26And the day after, he came to them, while they were having a fight, and would
have made peace between them, saying, Sirs, you are brothers; why do you do wrong to
one another? 27 But the man who was doing wrong to his neighbour, pushing him away,
said,Whomade you a ruler and a judge over us? 28Will you putme to death as you did the
Egyptian yesterday? 29And at these words, Moses went in flight to the land ofMidian, and
was living there for a time, and had two sons. 30At the end of forty years, an angel came to
him in thewaste land of Sinai, in the flame of a burning thorn-tree. 31AndMoses, seeing it,
was full of wonder, andwhen he came up to have a nearer view of it, the voice of the Lord
came to him, saying, 32 I am the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham and of Isaac and
of Jacob. And Moses, shaking with fear, kept his eyes from looking at it. 33 And the Lord
said, Take off the shoes from your feet, for the place where you are is holy. 34Truly, I have
seen the sorrows of my people in Egypt, and their cries have come to my ears, and I have
come down to make them free: and now, come, I will send you to Egypt. 35 This Moses,
whom they would not have, saying, Who made you a ruler and a judge? him God sent to
be a ruler and a saviour, by the hand of the angel whom he saw in the thorn-tree. 36 This
man took them out, having done wonders and signs in Egypt and in the Red Sea and in
thewaste land, for forty years. 37This is the sameMoses, who said to the children of Israel,
Godwill give you aprophet fromamong your brothers, likeme. 38This is themanwhowas
in the church in the waste land with the angel who was talking to him in Sinai, and with
our fathers; and to him were given the living words of God, so that he might give them to
you. 39Bywhomour fatherswouldnot be controlled; but theyput himonone side, turning
back in their hearts to Egypt, 40And saying to Aaron, Make us gods to go before us: as for
this Moses, who took us out of the land of Egypt, we have no ideawhat has become of him.
41And theymade the image of a young ox in those days, andmade anoffering to it, andhad
joy in thework of their hands. 42But Godwas turned from themand let themgiveworship
to the stars of heaven, as it says in the book of the prophets, Did youmake offerings to me
of sheep and oxen for forty years in the waste land, O house of Israel? 43And you took up
the tent ofMoloch and the star of the god Rephan, imageswhich youmade to giveworship
to them: and I will take you away, farther than Babylon. 44 Our fathers had the Tent of
witness in thewaste land, as God gave orders toMoses tomake it after the designwhich he
had seen. 45Which our fathers, in their turn, tookwith themwhen,with Joshua, they came
into the heritage of the nations whom God was driving out before the face of our fathers,
till the time of David, 46Whowas pleasing to God; and he had a desire to make a holy tent
for the God of Jacob. 47 But Solomon was the builder of his house. 48 But still, the Most
High has not his resting-place in houses made with hands, as the prophet says, 49Heaven
is the seat of my power, and earth is a resting-place for my feet: what sort of house will
you make for me, says the Lord, or what is my place of rest? 50Did not my hand make all
these things? 51 You whose hearts are hard and whose ears are shut to me; you are ever
working against the Holy Spirit; as your fathers did, so do you. 52Which of the prophets
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was not cruelly attacked by your fathers? and they put to death those who gave them the
news of the coming of the Upright One; whom you have now given up and put to death;
53 You, to whom the law was given as it was ordered by angels, and who have not kept
it. 54Hearing these things, they were cut to the heart and moved with wrath against him.
55But he was full of the Holy Spirit, and looking up to heaven, he saw the glory of God and
Jesus at the right handofGod. 56Andhe said, Now I see heavenopen, and the Sonofmanat
the right hand of God. 57But with loud cries, and stopping their ears, they made an attack
on him all together, 58Driving him out of the town and stoning him: and the witnesses put
their clothing at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59And Stephen, while he was being
stoned, made prayer to God, saying, Lord Jesus, take my spirit. 60And going down on his
knees, he said in a loud voice, Lord, do not make them responsible for this sin. And when
he had said this, he went to his rest.

8
1 And Saul gave approval to his death. Now at that time a violent attack was started

against the church in Jerusalem; and all but theApostleswent away into all parts of Judaea
and Samaria. 2And God-fearing men put Stephen's body in its last resting-place, making
great weeping over him. 3But Saul was burning with hate against the church, going into
every house and taking men and women and putting them in prison. 4But those who had
gone in flight went everywhere preaching the word. 5And Philip went down to Samaria
andwas teaching themabout Christ. 6Andall thepeople gaveattention to thewordswhich
Philip said,when they sawthe signswhichhedid. 7Foruncleanspirits cameout fromthose
who had them, crying with a loud voice; and a number of those who were ill and broken
in body were made well. 8And there was much joy in that town. 9But there was a certain
man named Simon, who in the past had been a wonder-worker and a cause of surprise to
the people of Samaria, saying that he himself was a great man: 10 To whom they all gave
attention, from the smallest to the greatest, saying, This man is that power of God which
is named Great. 11 And they gave attention to him, because for a long time his wonder-
working powers had kept them under his control. 12But when they had faith in the good
news given by Philip about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, a number of
menandwomenhadbaptism. 13AndSimonhimself had faith and, havinghadbaptism, he
went with Philip and, seeing the signs and the great wonders which he did, he was full of
surprise. 14Nowwhen the Apostles at Jerusalem had news that the people of Samaria had
taken the word of God into their hearts, they sent to them Peter and John; 15Who, when
they came there, made prayer for them, that the Holy Spirit might be given to them: 16For
up to that time he had not come on any of them; only baptism had been given to them in
the name of the Lord Jesus. 17Then they put their hands on them, and theHoly Spirit came
on them. 18Nowwhen Simon saw that the Holy Spirit was given through the touch of the
Apostles' hands, hemade them an offering ofmoney, saying, 19Giveme this power, so that
when I put my hands on anyone he may get the Holy Spirit. 20 But Peter said, May your
money come to destructionwith you, because you had the idea thatwhat is freely given by
God may be got for a price. 21You have no part in this business, because your heart is not
right before God. 22Let your heart be changed, andmake prayer to God that youmay have
forgiveness for your evil thoughts. 23For I see that you are prisoned in bitter envy and the
chains of sin. 24And Simon, answering, said, Make prayer forme to the Lord, so that these
thingswhich youhave saidmaynot comeonme. 25So they, having given theirwitness and
madeclear thewordof theLord,wentback to Jerusalem, giving thegoodnewson theirway
in a number of the small towns of Samaria. 26But an angel of the Lord said to Philip, Get
up, and go to the south, to the roadwhich goes from Jerusalem to Gaza, through the waste
land. 27And he went and there was a man of Ethiopia, a servant of great authority under
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, and controller of all her property, who had come up to
Jerusalem for worship; 28He was going back, seated in his carriage, and was reading the
book of the prophet Isaiah. 29And the Spirit said to Philip, Go near, and get on his carriage.
30And Philip, running up to him, saw that he was reading Isaiah the prophet, and said to
him, Is the sense of what you are reading clear to you? 31And he said, How is that possible
when I have no guide? And hemade Philip get up by his side. 32Now the place in the book
where he was reading was this: He was taken, like a sheep, to be put to death; and as a
lamb is quiet when its wool is being cut, so he made no sound: 33Being of low degree, his
cause was not given a hearing: who has knowledge of his family? for his life is cut off
from the earth. 34And the Ethiopian said to Philip, About whom are these words said by
the prophet? about himself, or some other? 35 So Philip, starting from this writing, gave
him the good news about Jesus. 36And while they were going on their way, they came to
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some water, and the Ethiopian said, See, here is water; why may I not have baptism? 37 []
38And he gave orders for the carriage to be stopped, and the two of themwent down into
the water, and Philip gave him baptism. 39And when they came up out of the water, the
Spirit of the Lord took Philip away; and the Ethiopian sawhimnomore, for hewent on his
way full of joy. 40But Philip came to Azotus, andwent through all the towns, preaching the
good news, till he came to Caesarea.

9
1But Saul, still burning with desire to put to death the disciples of the Lord, went to the

high priest, 2And made a request for letters from him to the Synagogues of Damascus, so
that if there were any of the Way there, men or women, he might take them as prisoners
to Jerusalem. 3And while he was journeying, he came near Damascus; and suddenly he
saw a light from heaven shining round him; 4And hewent down on the earth, and a voice
said to him, Saul, Saul, why are you attacking me so cruelly? 5And he said, Who are you,
Lord? And he said, I am Jesus, whom you are attacking: 6But get up, and go into the town,
and it will be made clear to you what you have to do. 7And the men who were with him
were not able to say anything; hearing the voice, but seeing no one. 8And Saul got up from
the earth, and when his eyes were open, he saw nothing; and he was guided by the hand
into Damascus. 9And for three days he was not able to see, and he took no food or drink.
10Now therewas a certain disciple at Damascus, namedAnanias; and the Lord said to him
in a vision, Ananias! and he said, Here I am, Lord. 11 And the Lord said to him, Get up,
and go to the street which is named Straight, and make search at the house of Judas for
one named Saul of Tarsus: for he is at prayer; 12And he has seen a man named Ananias
coming in and putting his hands on him, so that he may be able to see. 13 But Ananias
said, Lord, I have had accounts of this man from a number of people, how much evil he
has done to your saints at Jerusalem: 14And here he has authority from the chief priests
to make prisoners all who give worship to your name. 15 But the Lord said, Go without
fear: for he is a special vessel for me, to give to the Gentiles and kings and to the children
of Israel the knowledge of my name: 16 For I will make clear to him what troubles he will
have to undergo for me. 17And Ananias went out and came to the house, and putting his
hands on him, said, Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, whom you saw when you were on your
journey, has sent me, so that you may be able to see, and be full of the Holy Spirit. 18And
straight away it seemed as if a veil was taken from his eyes, and he was able to see; and
he got up, and had baptism; 19And when he had taken food his strength came back. And
for some days he kept with the disciples who were in Damascus. 20And straight away, in
the Synagogues, he was preaching Jesus as the Son of God. 21 And all those hearing him
were full of wonder and said, Is not this the man who in Jerusalem was attacking all the
worshippers of this name? and he had come here so that he might take them as prisoners
before the chief priests. 22But Saulwent on increasing in power, and the Jews inDamascus
werenot able to giveanswers to theargumentsbywhichhemade it clear that Jesuswas the
Christ. 23Then, after some days, the Jewsmade an agreement together to put him to death:
24But Saul got knowledge of their design. And they kept watch day and night on the roads
out of the town, so that they might put him to death: 25But his disciples took him by night
and let himdown from thewall in a basket. 26Andwhenhe came to Jerusalem, hemade an
attempt to be joined to the disciples, but they were all in fear of him, not taking him for a
disciple. 27But Barnabas took him to theApostles and gave theman account of howhehad
seen theLordon theroad, andhadgivenhearing tohiswords, andhowatDamascushehad
been preaching in the name of Jesus without fear. 28And he was with them, going in and
out at Jerusalem, 29Preaching in thenameof theLordwithout fear; andhehaddiscussions
with the Greek Jews; but they were working for his death. 30And when the brothers had
knowledge of it, they took him to Caesarea and sent him to Tarsus. 31And so the church
through all Judaea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and was made strong; and, living
in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, was increased greatly. 32And
it came about that while Peter was going through all parts of the country he came to the
saintswhowere living at Lydda. 33And therewas a certainman there, namedAeneas,who
for eight yearshadbeen inbed,without powerofmoving. 34AndPeter said tohim, Aeneas,
JesusChristmakesyouwell: getupandmakeyourbed. Andstraight awayhegotup. 35And
all those living in Lydda and Sharon saw him, and were turned to the Lord. 36Now there
was at Joppa a certain disciple named Tabitha, that is, Dorcas: this woman was given to
good works and acts of mercy at all times. 37And it came about, in those days, that she got
ill and came to her death: and when she had been washed, they put her in a room which
was high up. 38And because Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, having knowledge that
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Peterwas there, sent twomen tohim, requestinghim to come to themstraight away. 39And
Peter went with them. And when he had come, they took him into the room: and all the
widows were there, weeping and putting before him the coats and clothing which Dorcas
hadmadewhile shewaswith them. 40But Petermade them all go outside, andwent down
on his knees in prayer; and turning to the body, he said, Tabitha, get up. And, opening her
eyes, she sawPeter and got up. 41Andhe took her hand, lifting her up; and, sending for the
saints and widows, he gave her to them, living. 42And news of it went all through Joppa,
and a number of people had faith in the Lord. 43And he was living in Joppa for some time
with Simon, a leather-worker.

10
1Now there was a certain man in Caesarea, named Cornelius, the captain of the Italian

band of the army; 2A serious-minded man, fearing God with all his family; he gave much
money to the poor, and made prayer to God at all times. 3He saw in a vision, clearly, at
about the ninth hour of the day, an angel of the Lord coming to him and saying to him,
Cornelius! 4And he, looking on him in fear, said,What is it, Lord? And he said to him, Your
prayers and your offerings have come up to God, and he has kept them in mind. 5Now
sendmen to Joppa, and get one Simon, named Peter, 6Who is living with Simon, a leather-
worker, whose house is by the sea. 7 And when the angel who said these words to him
had gone away, he sent for two of his house-servants, and a God-fearing man of the army,
one of those whowere waiting on him at all times; 8And having given them an account of
everything, he sent them to Joppa. 9Now the day after, when they were on their journey
and were near the town, Peter went up to the top of the house for prayer, about the sixth
hour: 10Andhewas inneedof food: butwhile theywere getting it ready, a deep sleep came
on him; 11And he saw the heavens opening, and a vessel coming down, like a great cloth
let down on the earth, 12 In whichwere all sorts of beasts and birds. 13And a voice came to
him, saying, Come, Peter; take them for food. 14But Peter said, No, Lord; for I have never
taken foodwhich is commonor unclean. 15And the voice came to hima second time,What
Godhasmade clean, do not youmake common. 16And thiswas done three times: and then
the vessel was taken back into heaven. 17Nowwhile Peter was in doubt as to the purpose
of this vision, themenwhowere sent by Cornelius, havingmade search for Simon's house,
came to the door, 18To see if Simon, named Peter, was living there. 19And, while Peter was
turning the vision over in his mind, the Spirit said to him, See, three men are looking for
you. 20Go down, then, and go with them, doubting nothing, for I have sent them. 21And
Peter went down to the men, and said, I am the man you are looking for: why have you
come? 22And they said, Cornelius, a captain, anupright andGod-fearingman, respectedby
all the nation of the Jews, hadword fromGod by an angel to send for you to his house, and
to givehearing to yourwords. 23Sohe took them in for thenight. And thedayafter, hewent
with them, taking someof the brothers from Joppawithhim. 24And the day after that, they
came to Caesarea. And Cornelius was waiting for them, having got together his relations
and his near friends. 25Andwhen Peter came in, Cornelius came to him and, falling down
at his feet, gave him worship. 26 But Peter, lifting him up, said, Get up, for I am a man as
you are. 27And saying thesewords, hewent in, and saw that a great number of people had
come together; 28Andhe said to them, You yourselves have knowledge that it is against the
law for a man who is a Jew to be in the company of one who is of another nation; but God
has made it clear to me that no manmay be named common or unclean: 29And so I came
withoutquestion,when Iwas sent for. What then is yourpurpose in sending forme? 30And
Cornelius said, Four days from now I was in my house in prayer at the ninth hour; and I
saw before me aman in shining clothing, 31Who said, Cornelius, your prayer has come to
the ears of God, and your offerings are kept in his memory. 32Send, then, to Joppa, and get
Simon, namedPeter, to come to you; he is living in the house of Simon, a leather-worker, by
the sea. 33 So, straight away, I sent for you; and you have done well to come. And now, we
are all present beforeGod, ready to give attention to all the thingswhich theLordhas given
you to say. 34Then Peter said, Truly, I see clearly that God is no respecter of persons: 35But
in every nation, the man who has fear of him and does righteousness is pleasing to him.
36The wordwhich he sent to the children of Israel, giving the good news of peace through
Jesus Christ (who is Lord of all) — 37 That word you yourselves have knowledge of, which
wasmade public through all Judaea, starting fromGalilee, after the baptismofwhich John
was the preacher, 38 About Jesus of Nazareth, how God gave the Holy Spirit to him, with
power: and how hewent about doing good andmakingwell all whowere troubled by evil
spirits, for Godwas with him. 39Andwe are witnesses of all the things which he did in the
country of the Jews and in Jerusalem;whom theyput to death, hanginghimona tree. 40On
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the third day God gave him back to life, and let him be seen, 41Not by all the people, but by
witnesses marked out before by God, even by us, who took food and drink with him after
he cameback from thedead. 42Andhegaveus orders to givenewsof this to thepeople, and
to give public witness that this is he whomGod hasmade judge of the living and the dead.
43 To him all the prophets give witness, that through his name everyone who has faith in
him will have forgiveness of sins. 44While Peter was saying these words, the Holy Spirit
came on all those who were hearing the word. 45And the Jews of the faith, who had come
with Peter, were full of wonder, because the Holy Spirit was given to the Gentiles, 46And
theywere talking in tongues, and giving glory to God. Then Peter said, 47Will anyman say
that these may not have baptism who have been given the Holy Spirit as we have? 48And
he gave orders for them to have baptism in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they kept him
with them for some days.

11
1 Now the Apostles and the brothers who were in Judaea had news that the word of

God had been given to the Gentiles. 2And when Peter came to Jerusalem, those who kept
the rule of circumcision had an argument with him, 3 Saying, You went to men without
circumcision, and took food with them. 4But Peter gave them an account of it all in order,
saying to them, 5 I was in the town of Joppa, at prayer: and falling into a deep sleep, I saw
in a vision a vessel like a great cloth let down from heaven, and it came down tome: 6And
looking on itwith attention I saw in it all sorts of beasts andbirds. 7Anda voice came tomy
ears saying, Come, Peter; take them for food. 8But I said, No, Lord; for nothing common or
unclean has ever come intomymouth. 9But the voice, coming a second time fromheaven,
said, What God has made clean, do not you make common. 10 And this was done three
times, and they were all taken up again into heaven. 11 And at that minute, three men,
sent from Caesarea, came to the housewherewewere. 12And the Spirit gaveme orders to
go with them, doubting nothing. And these six brothers came with me; and we went into
that man's house: 13And he gave us an account of how he had seen the angel in his house,
saying, Send to Joppa, and get Simon, named Peter, to come to you; 14Who will say words
to you throughwhich you andall your familymay get salvation. 15And,while Iwas talking
to them, the Holy Spirit came on them, as on us at first. 16And the words of the Lord came
intomymind, howhe said, The baptism of Johnwaswithwater, but youwill have baptism
with theHoly Spirit. 17 If thenGod gave them,when they had faith in the Lord Jesus Christ,
the same as he gave to us, who was I to go against God? 18And hearing these things they
saidnothingmore, but gaveglory toGod, saying, Then to theGentiles as toushasGodgiven
a change of heart, so that theymay have life. 19Then those who had gone away at the time
of the trouble about Stephen, went as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus, preaching to the Jews
only. 20 But some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, when they came to Antioch, gave
the good news about the Lord Jesus to the Greeks. 21And the power of the Lord was with
them, andagreatnumberhad faithandwere turned to theLord. 22Andnewsof themcame
to the ears of the church at Jerusalem: and they sent Barnabas as far as Antioch: 23Who,
when he came and saw the grace of God, was glad; and hemade clear to them the need of
keeping near the Lord with all the strength of their hearts: 24 For he was a good man and
full of the Holy Spirit and of faith: and a great number were joined to the Lord. 25 Then
he went on to Tarsus, looking for Saul; 26And when he had come across him, he took him
to Antioch. And they were with the church there for a year, teaching the people; and the
disciples were first given the name of Christians in Antioch. 27Now in those days prophets
came from Jerusalem toAntioch. 28Andoneof them, namedAgabus, said publicly through
the Spirit that there would be serious need of food all over the earth: which came about
in the time of Claudius. 29And the disciples, everyone as he was able, made a decision to
send help to the brothers living in Judaea: 30Which they did, sending it to the rulers of the
church by the hand of Barnabas and Saul.

12
1Now, about that time, Herod the king made cruel attacks on the Christians. 2 And he

put James, the brother of John, to death with the sword. 3And when he saw that this was
pleasing to the Jews he went on to take Peter in addition. This was at the time of the feast
of unleavened bread. 4 And having taken him, he put him in prison, with four bands of
armed men to keep watch over him; his purpose being to take him out to the people after
the Passover. 5 So Peter was kept in prison: but the church made strong prayer to God for
him. 6And when Herod was about to take him out, the same night Peter was sleeping in
chains between two armed men, and the watchmen were keeping watch before the door
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of the prison. 7And a great light was seen shining in the room, and an angel of the Lord
came to Peter and, touching him on his side so that he came out of his sleep, said, Get up
quickly. And his chains came off his hands. 8 Then the angel said, Put on your shoes and
get ready to go. And he did so. And he said, Put your coat round you and come with me.
9And he went out after him; and he was not certain if what was done by the angel was a
fact, for it seemed to him that he was seeing a vision. 10And when they had gone past the
first and secondwatchmen they came to the iron door into the town, which came open by
itself: and theywent out and down one street; and then the angel went away. 11Andwhen
Peter came to his senses he said, Now, truly, I am certain that the Lord has sent his angel
and takenme out of the hands of Herod, against all the hopes of the Jews. 12And when he
became clear about this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John named Mark,
where a number of them had come together for prayer. 13And he gave a blow on the door,
and a young girl came to it, named Rhoda. 14And hearing the voice of Peter, in her joy she
went running, without opening the door, to say that Peter was outside. 15And they said to
her, You are off your head. But still she said, with decision, that it was so. And they said, It
is his angel. 16But Peter went on giving blows on the door: andwhen it was open and they
saw him, theywere full of wonder. 17But hemade a sign to themwith his hand to be quiet,
and gave them an account of how the Lord had taken him out of prison. And he said, Give
the news to James and the brothers. And then he went away. 18Nowwhen it was day, the
armedmenwere greatly troubled aboutwhat had becomeof Peter. 19AndHerod,whenhe
sent for him, and hewas not there, after questioning the watchmen, gave orders that they
were to be put to death. Then hewent down from Judaea to Caesarea for a time. 20Nowhe
was very angry with the people of Tyre and Sidon: and they came to him, all together, and
having made friends with Blastus, the controller of the king's house, they made a request
for peace, because their country was dependent on the king's country for its food. 21And
on the daywhich had beenfixed, Herod, dressed in his robes and seated in his place,made
a public statement to them. 22And the people, with loud cries, said, It is the voice of a god,
not of a man. 23And straight away the angel of the Lord sent a disease on him, because he
did not give the glory to God: and his flesh was wasted away by worms, and so he came to
his end. 24 But the word of the Lord went on increasing. 25And Barnabas and Saul came
back from Jerusalem, when their work was ended, taking with them John namedMark.

13
1Now there were at Antioch, in the church there, prophets and teachers, Barnabas, and

Symeon who was named Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, a relation of Herod
the king, and Saul. 2And while they were doing the Lord's work, and going without food,
the Holy Spirit said, Let Barnabas and Saul be given to me for the special work for which
they have been marked out by me. 3 Then, after prayer and going without food they put
their hands on them, and sent them away. 4 So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they
went down to Seleucia; and from there they went by ship to Cyprus. 5And at Salamis they
were preaching the word of God in the Synagogues of the Jews: and John was with them,
helping them. 6Andwhen theyhadgone throughall the island toPaphos, they cameacross
a certain wonder-worker and false prophet, a Jew whose name was Bar-Jesus; 7Who was
with the ruler, Sergius Paulus, an ableman. Thisman sent for Barnabas and Saul, desiring
to have knowledge of the word of God. 8 But Elymas, the wonder-worker (for that is the
sense of his name), put himself against them, with the purpose of turning the ruler from
the faith. 9But Saul, whose other name is Paul, being full of theHoly Spirit, looking hard at
him, said, 10Oyou,who are full of false tricks and evilways, a son of the Evil One, hating all
righteousness, will you for ever be turning people from the right ways of the Lord? 11And
now, see, thehandof theLord is onyou, andyouwill beblindandnot able to see the sun for
a time. And straight away a darkmist came down on him; and hewent about looking for a
guide. 12Then the ruler, when he sawwhatwas done, had faith, being full ofwonder at the
teaching of the Lord. 13Then Paul and thosewhowerewith himwent by ship fromPaphos
and came to Perga in Pamphylia: and there John went away from them and came back to
Jerusalem. 14But they, going through fromPerga, came toAntioch inPisidia; and theywent
into the Synagogue on the Sabbath andwere seated. 15Andafter the reading of the lawand
theprophets, the rulers of the Synagogue sent to them, saying, Brothers, if youhave aword
of comfort for the people, say on. 16And Paul, getting up andmaking a sign with his hand,
said, Men of Israel, and you who have the fear of God, give ear. 17 The God of this people
Israel made selection of our fathers, lifting the people up from their low condition when
they were living in the land of Egypt, and with a strong arm took them out of it. 18 And
for about forty years he put up with their ways in the waste land. 19 And having put to
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destruction seven nations in the land of Canaan, he gave them the land for their heritage
for about four hundred and fifty years. 20And after these things he gave them judges, till
the time of Samuel the prophet. 21Then at their request for a king, God gave themSaul, the
son of Kish, a man of the family of Benjamin, who was their king for forty years. 22 And
having put him on one side, he made David their king, to whom he gave witness, saying,
I have taken David, the son of Jesse, a man dear to my heart, who will do all my pleasure.
23From this man's seed has God given to Israel a Saviour, even Jesus, as he gave his word;
24For whose coming John made ready the way by preaching to all the people of Israel the
baptism which goes with a change of heart. 25And when John was completing his work,
he said,What do I seem to you to be? I am not he; but one is coming afterme, whose shoes
I am not good enough to undo. 26My brothers, children of the family of Abraham, and
those among you who have the fear of God, to us the word of this salvation is sent. 27 For
the men of Jerusalem and their rulers, having no knowledge of him, or of the sayings of
the prophets which come to their ears every Sabbath day, gave effect to them by judging
him. 28And thoughno cause of deathwas seen inhim, theymade a request to Pilate that he
might be put to death. 29Andwhen they had done all the things said in theWritings about
him, they took him down from the tree, and put him in the place of the dead. 30 But God
gave him back from the dead: 31And for a number of days hewas seen by thosewho came
with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are now his witnesses before the people. 32And
we are giving you the good news of the undertakingmade to the fathers, 33Which God has
now put into effect for our children, by sending Jesus; as it says in the second Psalm, You
are my Son; this day I have given you being. 34And about his coming back from the dead,
neveragain togo todestruction, hehas said thesewords, Iwill giveyou theholyandcertain
mercies of David. 35Because he says in another Psalm, You will not let your Holy One see
destruction. 36Now David, having done God's work for his generation, went to sleep, and
was put with his fathers, and his body came to destruction: 37 But he, who was lifted up
by God, did not see destruction. 38And so, let it be clear to you, my brothers, that through
this man forgiveness of sins is offered to you: 39And through him everyone who has faith
is made free from all those things, fromwhich the law of Moses was not able to make you
free. 40 So take care that these words of the prophets do not come true for you; 41 See, you
doubters, have wonder and come to your end; for I will do a thing in your days to which
you will not give belief, even if it is made clear to you. 42 And when they went out, they
made a request that these words might be said to them again on the Sabbath after. 43Now
when the meeting was ended, a number of the Jews and of the God-fearing Gentiles who
had become Jews, went after Paul and Barnabas: who put before them how important it
was to keep on in the grace of God. 44And on the Sabbath after, almost all the town came
together to give hearing to theword of God. 45Butwhen the Jews saw such a great number
of people, theywere full of envy and said evil words against Paul's preaching. 46Then Paul
and Barnabas without fear said, It was necessary for the word of God to be given to you
first; but because you will have nothing to do with it, and have no desire for eternal life, it
will now be offered to the Gentiles. 47 For so the Lord has given us orders, saying, I have
given you for a light to theGentiles so that youmaybe for salvation to the ends of the earth.
48And the Gentiles, hearing this, were glad and gave glory to the word of God: and those
marked out by God for eternal life had faith. 49 And the word of the Lord went through
all the country. 50But the Jews, working up the feelings of the God-fearing women of high
position and of the chiefmen of the town, got an attack started against Paul and Barnabas,
driving them out of those parts. 51 But they, shaking off the dust of that place from their
feet, came to Iconium. 52And the disciples were full of joy and of the Holy Spirit.

14
1Nowin Iconiumtheywent together to theSynagogueof the Jewsandgave such teaching

that a great number of Jews and Greeks had faith. 2But those Jews who had not the faith,
made the minds of the Gentiles bitter against the brothers. 3 So they kept there for a long
time, taking heart in the Lord, who gave witness to the word of his grace by causing signs
andwonders to be done by their hands. 4But therewas a division among the people of the
town; somewere on the side of the Jews and someon the side of theApostles. 5Andwhen a
violent attemptwasmadeby theGentiles and the Jews,with their rulers, tomake an attack
on them and have them stoned, 6Having got news of it, they went in flight to the towns of
Lycaonia, Lystra, and Derbe, and the country round about: 7And went on preaching the
goodnews there. 8AndatLystra therewasacertainman,who frombirthhadbeenwithout
the use of his feet, never having had the power ofwalking. 9Thismanwas giving ear to the
preaching of Paul,who, looking at him, and seeing that hehad faith to bemadewell, 10Said
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in a loud voice, Get up on your feet. And, jumping up, hewentwalking about. 11Andwhen
the people sawwhat Paul had done, they said in a loud voice, in the language of Lycaonia,
The gods have come down to us in the formofmen. 12And they gave the name of Jupiter to
Barnabas, and to Paul that of Mercury, because hewas the chief talker. 13And the priest of
the image of Jupiter, which was before the town, took oxen and flowers to the doors of the
town, andwas about tomake an offeringwith the people. 14Butwhen this came to the ears
of theApostles, Paul andBarnabas, theywent running out among the people, parting their
clothing, and crying out, 15Good people, why are you doing these things? We aremenwith
the same feelings as you, and we give you the good news so that you may be turned away
from these foolish things to the livingGod,whomade the heaven and the earth and the sea
and all things in them: 16Who in the past let all nations go in thewayswhich seemed good
to them. 17But he was not without witness, because he did good, and gave you rain from
heaven and times of fruit, making your hearts full of food and joy. 18And even with these
words, it was hard for them to keep the people from making an offering to them. 19 But
some Jews came to that place from Antioch and Iconium, and got control over the people;
and after stoning Paul, they had him pulled out of the town, taking him for dead. 20 But
when the disciples came round him, he got up and went into the town: and the day after
hewent awaywith Barnabas to Derbe. 21And havingmade a number of disciples through
the preaching of the good news in that town, they went back to Lystra and Iconium and
Antioch, 22Making strong the souls of the disciples, saying to them that they were to keep
the faith, and that we have to go through troubles of all sorts to come into the kingdom of
God. 23And when they had made selection of some to be rulers in every church, and had
given themselves to prayer and kept themselves from food, they put them into the care of
the Lord inwhom theyhad faith. 24And theywent throughPisidia and came to Pamphylia.
25And, afterpreaching theword inPerga, theywentdowntoAttalia; 26Andfromthere they
went by ship toAntioch,where theyhadbeenhanded over to the grace of God for thework
which they had not done. 27And when they came there, and had got the church together,
they gave them an account of all the things which God had done through them, and how
he hadmade open a door of faith to the Gentiles. 28And theywere with the disciples there
for a long time.

15
1 Now certain men came down from Judaea, teaching the brothers and saying that

without circumcision, after the rule of Moses, there is no salvation. 2 And after Paul
and Barnabas had had no little argument and discussion with them, the brothers made
a decision to send Paul and Barnabas and certain others of them to the Apostles and the
rulers of the church at Jerusalem about this question. 3 So they, being sent on their way
by the church, went through Phoenicia and Samaria, giving news of the salvation of the
Gentiles, to the great joy of all the brothers. 4And when they came to Jerusalem, they had
ameetingwith the church and the Apostles and the rulers, and they gave an account of all
the thingswhichGodhaddone through them. 5But some of the Pharisees, whowere of the
faith, got up and said, It is necessary for these to have circumcision and to keep the law of
Moses. 6And the Apostles and the rulers of the church came together and gave thought to
the question. 7And when there had been much discussion, Peter got up and said to them,
My brothers, you have knowledge that some time back it was God's pleasure that by my
mouth the good news might be given to the Gentiles so that they might have faith. 8And
God, the searcher of hearts, was a witness to them, giving them the Holy Spirit even as
he did to us; 9Making no division between them and us, but making clean their hearts by
faith. 10Why then are you testing God, by putting on the neck of the disciples a yoke so
hard that not even our fathers or we were strong enough for it? 11But we have faith that
wewill get salvation through the grace of the Lord Jesus in the sameway as they. 12And all
the people were quiet while Barnabas and Paul gave an account of the signs andwonders
which God had done among the Gentiles by them. 13And when they had come to an end,
James, answering, said, My brothers, give ear to me: 14 Symeon has given an account of
how God was first pleased to take from among the Gentiles a people for himself. 15 And
this is in agreement with the words of the prophets, as it is said, 16After these things I will
come back, and will put up the tent of David which has been broken down, building up
again its broken parts andmaking it complete: 17So that the rest of menmaymake search
for the Lord, and all the Gentiles on whom my name is named, 18 Says the Lord, who has
made these things clear from theearliest times. 19For this reasonmydecision is, thatwedo
not put trouble in the way of those who from among the Gentiles are turned to God; 20But
that we give them orders to keep themselves from things offered to false gods, and from
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the evil desires of the body, and from the flesh of animals put to death in ways against the
law, and from blood. 21 For Moses, from times long past, has his preachers in every town,
reading his law in the Synagogues every Sabbath. 22 Then it seemed good to the Apostles
and the rulers and all the church, to sendmen from among them to Antiochwith Paul and
Barnabas; Judas, named Barsabbas, and Silas, chief men among the brothers: 23And they
sent a letter by them, saying, The Apostles and the older brothers, to the brothers who are
of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia, may joy be with you: 24Because we have
knowledge that somewhowent fromushavebeen troubling youwith theirwords, putting
your souls in doubt; to whomwe gave no such order; 25 It seemed good to us, having come
to an agreement together, to send these men to you, with our well loved Barnabas and
Paul, 26Men who have given up their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 27And
so we have sent Judas and Silas, who will say the same things to you themselves, by word
of mouth. 28 For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us, to put on you nothing more
than these necessary things; 29 To keep from things offered to false gods, and from blood,
and from things put to death in ways which are against the law, and from the evil desires
of the body; if you keep yourselves from these, you will do well. May you be happy. 30 So
they, being sent away, came down to Antioch, and having got the people together, they
gave them the letter. 31 And after reading it, they were glad of its comfort. 32 And Judas
and Silas, who themselves were prophets, gave teaching to the brothers and made them
strong in the faith. 33And when they had been there for some time, they were sent back
in peace by the brothers to those who had sent them. 34 [] 35 But Paul and Barnabas kept
on in Antioch, teaching and preaching the word of God, with a number of others. 36And
after some days, Paul said to Barnabas, Let us go back and see the brothers in every town
wherewe have given theword of God, and see how they are. 37AndBarnabas had a desire
to take with them John, named Mark. 38 But Paul was of the opinion that it was not right
to take with them one who had gone away from them in Pamphylia, and had not gone on
with thework. 39And therewas a sharp argument between them, so that theywere parted
from one another, and Barnabas took Mark with him and went by ship to Cyprus; 40 But
Paul took Silas and went away with the blessing of the brothers. 41And he went through
Syria and Cilicia, making the churches stronger in the faith.

16
1 And he came to Derbe and Lystra: and there was a certain disciple there named

Timothy, whose mother was one of the Jews of the faith, but his father was a Greek; 2Of
whom the brothers at Lystra and Iconium had a high opinion. 3Paul had a desire for him
to gowith him, andhe gave him circumcision because of the Jewswhowere in those parts:
for they all had knowledge that his father was a Greek. 4 And on their way through the
towns, they gave them the rules which had been made by the Apostles and the rulers of
the church at Jerusalem, so that theymight keep them. 5So the churchesweremade strong
in the faith and were increased in number every day. 6And after they had gone through
the land of Phrygia and Galatia, the Holy Spirit did not let them take the word into Asia;
7 And having come to Mysia, they made an attempt to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of
Jesus did not let them; 8And going past Mysia, they came down to Troas. 9And Paul had
a vision in the night; a man of Macedonia came, requesting him, and saying, Come over
into Macedonia and give us help. 10 And when he had seen the vision, straight away we
made the decision to go into Macedonia, for it seemed certain to us that God had sent us
to give the good news to them. 11 So, from Troas we went straight by ship to Samothrace
and the day after to Neapolis; 12And from there to Philippi, which is the most important
town of Macedonia and a Roman colony: and we were there for some days. 13And on the
Sabbathwewent outside the town, by the river, wherewe had an idea that therewould be
a place of prayer; and, being seated, we had talk with the women who had come together.
14And a certainwoman named Lydia, a trader in purple cloth of the town of Thyatira, and
a God-fearingwoman, gave ear to us: whose heart the Lordmade open to give attention to
the things which Paul was saying. 15And when she and her family had had baptism, she
made a request to us, saying, If it seems to you that I am true to the Lord, come into my
house and be my guests. And she made us come. 16And when we were going to the place
of prayer, we came across a girl with a spirit which gave knowledge of the future, whose
masters made great profit from her power. 17 She came after Paul and us, crying out and
saying, These men are the servants of the Most High God, who are giving you news of the
way of salvation. 18And this she did on a number of days. But Paul was greatly troubled
and, turning, said to the spirit, I give you orders in the name of Jesus Christ, to come out of
her. And it came out that very hour. 19But when her masters saw that their hope of profit
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was gone, they took Paul and Silas, pulling them into the market-place before the rulers;
20 And when they had taken them before the authorities, they said, These men, who are
Jews, are greatly troubling our town; 21Teaching rules of living which it is not right for us
to have or to keep, being Romans. 22And the people made an attack on them all together:
and the authorities took their clothing off them, and gave orders for them to be whipped.
23Andwhen they had given thema great number of blows, they put them in prison, giving
orders to the keeper of the prison to keep them safely: 24And he, having such orders, put
them into the inner prison with chains on their feet. 25But about the middle of the night,
Paul andSilasweremakingprayersandsongs toGod in thehearingof theprisoners; 26And
suddenly there was an earth-shock, so that the base of the prison was moved: and all the
doors came open, and everyone's chains came off. 27 And the keeper, coming out of his
sleep, and seeing the prison doors open, took his sword and was about to put himself to
death, fearing that the prisoners had got away. 28But Paul said in a loud voice, Do yourself
no damage, for we are all here. 29And he sent for lights and came rushing in and, shaking
with fear, went down on his face before Paul and Silas, 30And took them out and said, Sirs,
what have I to do to get salvation? 31And they said, Have faith in the Lord Jesus, and you
and your family will have salvation. 32And they gave the word of the Lord to him and to
all who were in his house. 33 And that same hour of the night, he took them, and when
he had given attention to their wounds, he and all his family had baptism straight away.
34And he took them into his house and gave them food, and hewas full of joy, having faith
inGodwith all his family. 35Butwhen itwas day, the authorities sent the police, saying, Let
these men go. 36And the keeper said to Paul, The authorities have given orders to let you
go: come out now, and go in peace. 37But Paul said to them, They have given us who are
Romans a public whipping without judging us, and have put us in prison. Will they now
send us out secretly? no, truly, let them come themselves and take us out. 38And the police
gaveanaccount of thesewords to the authorities, and theywere full of fear onhearing that
they were Romans; 39Then they came and made prayers to them, requesting them, when
they had taken themout, to go away from the town. 40And they came out of the prison and
went to the house of Lydia: and when they had seen the brothers they gave them comfort
and went away.

17
1 Now when they had gone through Amphipolis and Apollonia they came to Thessa-

lonica, where there was a Synagogue of the Jews: 2 And Paul, as he generally did, went
in to them, and on three Sabbath days had discussions with them from the holy Writings,
3Saying to them clearly and openly that Christ had to be put to death and come back to life
again; and that this Jesus,whom, he said, I ampreaching to you, is the Christ. 4And someof
themhad faith, andwere joined to Paul and Silas; and anumber of theGod-fearingGreeks,
and some of the chief women. 5 But the Jews, being moved with envy, took with them
certain lowpersons fromamong the commonpeople, and getting together a great number
of people, made an outcry in the town, attacking the house of Jason with the purpose of
taking them out to the people. 6And when they were not able to get them, they took Jason
and some of the brothers by force before the rulers of the town, crying, These men, who
havemade troubleall over theworldhavenowcomehere; 7WhomJasonhas taken intohis
house: and they are acting against the orders of Caesar, saying that there is another king,
Jesus. 8Andhearing these things thepeopleand the rulers of the townwere troubled. 9And
havingmade Jason and the others give an undertaking to keep the peace, they let them go.
10And the brothers straight away sent Paul and Silas away by night to Beroea: and they,
when they came there, went to the Synagogue of the Jews. 11Now these were more noble
than the Jews of Thessalonica, for they gave serious attention to theword, searching in the
holyWritings every day, to see if these things were so. 12And a number of them had faith,
and no small number of the Greek women of high position and of the men. 13 But when
the Jews of Thessalonica had news that Paul was preaching theword at Beroea, they came
there, troubling thepeopleandworking themup. 14So thebrothers sentPaul straight away
to the sea: but Silas and Timothy kept there still. 15But thosewhowentwith Paul took him
as far as Athens, and then went away, with orders from him to Silas and Timothy to come
to him quickly. 16Nowwhile Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was troubled,
for he sawall the town full of images of the gods. 17So he had discussions in the Synagogue
with the Jews andGod-fearing Gentiles, and every day in themarket-placewith thosewho
were there. 18And some of those who were supporters of the theories of the Epicureans
and the Stoics, had ameetingwith him. And some said,What is this talker of foolishwords
saying? And others, He seems to be a preacher of strange gods: because he was preaching
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of Jesus and his coming back from the dead. 19 And they took him to Mars' Hill, saying,
Will you make clear to us what is this new teaching of yours? 20 For you seem to us to say
strange things, andwehave a desire to get the sense of them. 21 (Nowall theAthenians and
the men from other lands who come there were giving all their time to talking or hearing
of anything new.) 22And Paul got to his feet on Mars' Hill and said, O men of Athens, I see
that you are overmuch given to fear of the gods. 23Forwhen I came by, I was looking at the
things towhich you giveworship, and I sawanaltarwith thiswriting on it, TOTHEGODOF
WHOM THERE IS NO KNOWLEDGE. Now, what you, without knowledge, give worship to,
I make clear to you. 24The Godwhomade the earth and everything in it, he, being Lord of
heaven and earth, is not housed in buildingsmadewith hands; 25And he is not dependent
on theworkofmen's hands, as if hehadneedof anything, for hehimself gives to all life and
breath and all things; 26And he has made of one blood all the nations of men living on all
the face of the earth, ordering their times and the limits of their lands, 27So that theymight
make search for God, in order, if possible, to get knowledge of him andmake discovery of
him, though he is not far from every one of us: 28 For in him we have life and motion and
existence; as certain of your versewriters have said, Forwe are his offspring. 29 If thenwe
are the offspring of God, it is not right for us to have the idea that God is like gold or silver
or stone, formed by the art or design of man. 30Those times whenmen had no knowledge
were overlooked by God; but now he gives orders to all men in every place to undergo a
change of heart: 31 Because a day has been fixed in which all the world will be judged in
righteousness by themanwho has beenmarked out by him for this work; of which he has
given a sign to all men by giving him back from the dead. 32 Now on hearing about the
coming back from death, some of them made sport of it, but others said, Let us go more
fully into this another time. 33And so Paul went away from among them. 34But somemen
gave him their support: amongwhomwasDionysius theAreopagite, and awomannamed
Damaris, and others with them.

18
1After these things, hewentaway fromAthens, andcame toCorinth. 2And therehecame

across a certain JewnamedAquila, amanofPontusbybirth,whonot longbeforehadcome
from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had given orders that all Jews were to
go away fromRome: and he came to them; 3And because hewas of the same trade, hewas
living with them, and they did their work together; for by trade they were tent-makers.
4And every Sabbath he had discussions in the Synagogue, turning Jews and Greeks to the
faith. 5 And when Silas and Timothy came down from Macedonia, Paul was completely
given up to the word, preaching to the Jews that the Christ was Jesus. 6Andwhen they put
themselves against him, and said evil words, he said, shaking his clothing, Your blood be
on your heads, I am clean: from now I will go to the Gentiles. 7 And moving from there,
he went into the house of aman named Titus Justus, a God-fearingman, whose housewas
very near the Synagogue. 8AndCrispus, the ruler of the Synagogue,with all his family, had
faith in the Lord; and a great number of the people of Corinth, hearing theword, had faith
and were given baptism. 9And the Lord said to Paul in the night, in a vision, Have no fear
and go on preaching: 10For I amwith you, and no onewillmake an attack on you to do you
damage: for I have a number of people in this town. 11And he was there for a year and
sixmonths, teaching theword of God among them. 12ButwhenGalliowas ruler of Achaia,
all the Jews together made an attack on Paul, and took him to the judge's seat, 13 Saying,
This man is teaching the people to give worship to God in a way which is against the law.
14But when Paul was about to say something, Gallio said to the Jews, If this was anything
to do with wrongdoing or crime, there would be a reason for me to give you a hearing:
15 But if it is a question of words or names or of your law, see to it yourselves; I will not
be a judge of such things. 16 And he sent them away from the judge's seat. 17 And they
all made an attack on Sosthenes, the ruler of the Synagogue, and gave him blows before
the judge's seat; but Gallio gave no attention to these things. 18 And Paul, after waiting
some days, went away from the brothers and went by ship to Syria, Priscilla and Aquila
being with him; and he had had his hair cut off in Cenchrea, for he had taken an oath.
19And they came down to Ephesus and he left them there: and he himself went into the
Synagogue and had a discussionwith the Jews. 20And being requested by them to be there
for a longer time, he said, No; 21Andwent from them, saying, Iwill comeback to you if God
lets me; and he took ship from Ephesus. 22And when he had come to land at Caesarea, he
went to see the church, and thenwent down toAntioch. 23Andhaving been there for some
time, he went through the country of Galatia and Phrygia in order, making the disciples
strong in the faith. 24Now a certain Jew named Apollos, an Alexandrian by birth, and a
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manof learning, came toEphesus; andhehadgreat knowledgeof theholyWritings. 25This
man had been trained in the way of the Lord; and burning in spirit, he gave himself up to
teaching the facts about Jesus, though he had knowledge only of John's baptism: 26And he
was preaching in the Synagogue without fear. But Priscilla and Aquila, hearing his words,
took him in, and gave him fuller teaching about the way of God. 27 And when he had a
desire to go over into Achaia, the brothers gave him help, and sent letters to the disciples
requesting them to take him in among them: and when he had come, he gave much help
to those who had faith through grace: 28 For he overcame the Jews in public discussion,
making clear from the holyWritings that the Christ was Jesus.

19
1 And it came about that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul, having gone through the

higher country, came toEphesus,where therewere certaindisciples: 2Andhe said to them,
Did you get the Holy Spirit when you had faith? And they said to him, No, we have had no
knowledge of the Holy Spirit. 3And he said, What sort of baptism did you have? And they
said, The baptism of John. 4And Paul said, John gave a baptism which goes with a change
of heart, saying to the people that they were to have faith in him who was coming after
him, that is, in Jesus. 5And hearing this, they had baptism in the name of the Lord Jesus.
6And when Paul had put his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them; and they had
the power of talking in tongues, and acting like prophets. 7And therewere about twelve of
thesemen. 8Andhewent into theSynagogue, and for threemonthshewaspreaching there
without fear, reasoning and teaching about the kingdom of God. 9But because some of the
people were hard-hearted and would not give hearing, saying evil words about the Way
before the people, he went away from them, and kept the disciples separate, reasoning
every day in the school of Tyrannus. 10 And this went on for two years, so that all those
who were living in Asia had knowledge of the word of the Lord, Greeks as well as Jews.
11 And God did special works of power by the hands of Paul: 12 So that bits of linen and
clothing from his body were taken to people who were ill, and their diseases went away
from them and the evil spirits went out. 13 But some of the Jews who went from place to
placedrivingoutevil spirits, took it on themselves tomakeuseof thenameof theLord Jesus
over thosewhohad evil spirits, saying, I give youorders, by Jesus,whomPaul is preaching.
14And therewere seven sons of aman named Sceva, a Jew and a chief priest, who did this.
15And the evil spirit, answering, said to them, I have knowledge of Jesus, and of Paul, but
who are you? 16And the man in whom the evil spirit was, jumping on them, was stronger
than the two of them, and overcame them, so that they went running from that house,
wounded and without their clothing. 17 And this came to the ears of all those, Jews and
Greeks, who were living at Ephesus; and fear came on them all, and the name of the Lord
Jesus was made great. 18 And a number of those who had faith came and made a public
statement of their sins and all their acts. 19And a great number of thosewhowere experts
in strange arts took their books and put them on the fire in front of everyone: and when
the books were valued they came to fifty thousand bits of silver. 20So the word of the Lord
was increased very greatly and was full of power. 21Now after these things were ended,
Paul came to a decision that when he had gone through Macedonia and Achaia he would
go to Jerusalem, saying, After I have been there, I have a desire to see Rome. 22And having
sent two of his helpers, Timothy and Erastus, into Macedonia, he himself went on living
in Asia for a time. 23And about that time a great outcry took place about the Way. 24 For
therewas a certainman namedDemetrius, a silver-worker, whomade silver boxes for the
images of Diana, and gave no small profit to the workmen; 25Whom he got together, with
otherworkmen of the same trade, and said to them,Men, it is clear that from this business
we get our wealth. 26And you see, for it has come to your ears, that not only at Ephesus,
but almost all through Asia, this Paul has been teaching numbers of people and turning
them away, saying that those are not gods who are made by men's hands: 27And there is
danger, not only that our trade may be damaged in the opinion of men, but that the holy
place of the great goddessDianamaybeno longer honoured, and that she towhomall Asia
and the world give worship, will be put down from her high position. 28And hearing this,
they were very angry, crying out and saying, Great is Diana of Ephesus. 29And the town
was full of noise and trouble, and they all came running into the theatre, having taken
by force Gaius and Aristarchus, men ofMacedoniawhowere journeying in companywith
Paul. 30AndwhenPaulwas about to go in to the people, the disciples did not let him. 31And
someof the rulers ofAsia, beinghis friends, sent tohim, requestinghimseriouslynot toput
himself in danger by going into the theatre. 32And some said one thing, and some another:
for there was no order in the meeting; and most of them had no idea why they had come
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together. 33 Then they took Alexander out from among the people, the Jews putting him
forward. And Alexander, making a sign with his hand, was about to make a statement to
the people in answer: 34But when they saw that he was a Jew, all of them with one voice
went on crying out for about two hours, Great is Diana of Ephesus. 35And when the chief
secretary had got the people quiet, he said,Menof Ephesus, is anymanwithout knowledge
that the town of Ephesus is the keeper of the holy place of the great Diana, who was sent
down from Jupiter? 36So then, because these thingsmaynot be doubted, itwould be better
for you to be quiet, and do nothing unwise. 37 For you have taken these men, who are not
doing damage to the holy place or talking against our goddess. 38 If, then, Demetrius and
the workmen who are with him have a protest to make against any man, the law is open
to them, and there are judges; let them put up a cause at law against one another. 39But if
any other business is in question, let it be taken up in the regular meeting. 40For, truly, we
are in danger of being made responsible for this day's trouble, there being no cause for it:
and we are not able to give any reason for this coming together. 41And when he had said
this, he sent themeeting away.

20
1And after the noise had come to an end, Paul, having sent for the disciples and given

themcomfort,went away from them toMacedonia. 2Andwhenhehadgone through those
parts and given themmuch teaching, he came into Greece. 3Andwhen he had been there
threemonths, because the Jews hadmade a secret design against himwhen he was about
to take ship for Syria, he made a decision to go back through Macedonia. 4And Sopater of
Beroea, the son of Pyrrhus, and Aristarchus and Secundus of Thessalonica, and Gaius of
Derbe, and Timothy, and Tychicus and Trophimus of Asia, went with him as far as Asia.
5But these had gone before, and were waiting for us at Troas. 6And we went away from
Philippi by ship after the days of unleavenedbread, and came to themat Troas infivedays;
and we were there for seven days. 7And on the first day of the week, when we had come
together for the holy meal, Paul gave them a talk, for it was his purpose to go away on
the day after; and he went on talking till after the middle of the night. 8 And there were
a number of lights in the room where we had come together. 9And a certain young man
named Eutychus, who was seated in the window, went into a deep sleep; and while Paul
went on talking, being overcome by sleep, he had a fall from the third floor, andwas taken
up dead. 10And Paul went down and, falling on him, took him in his arms and said, Do not
be troubled, for his life is in him. 11And when he had gone up, and had taken the broken
bread, he went on talking to them for a long time, even till dawn, and then he went away.
12 And they took the boy in, living, and were greatly comforted. 13 But we, going before
him by ship, went to Assos with the purpose of taking Paul in there: for so he had given
orders, because he himself was coming by land. 14Andwhen he came upwith us at Assos,
we took him in the ship andwent on toMitylene. 15And going from there by sea, we came
on the day after opposite Chios, and touching at Samos on the day after that, we came on
the third day to Miletus. 16For Paul's purpose was to go past Ephesus, so that hemight not
be kept in Asia; for hewas going quickly, in order, if possible, to be at Jerusalem on the day
of Pentecost. 17And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus for the rulers of the church. 18And
when they had come, he said to them, You yourselves have seen what my life has been
like all the time from the daywhen I first came into Asia, 19Doing the Lord's workwithout
pride, through all the sorrow and troubles which came on me because of the evil designs
of the Jews: 20And how I kept back nothing which might be of profit to you, teaching you
publiclyandprivately, 21Preaching to Jewsand toGreeks theneed fora turningof theheart
to God, and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 22Andnow, as you see, I am going to Jerusalem, a
prisoner in spirit, havingnoknowledgeofwhatwill come tome there: 23Only that theHoly
Spirit makes clear to me in every town that prison and pains are waiting for me. 24 But I
put no value onmy life, if only at the endof it Imay see thework completewhichwas given
to me by the Lord Jesus, to be a witness of the good news of the grace of God. 25And now
I am conscious that you, among whom I have gone about preaching the kingdom, will not
seemy face again. 26And so I say to you this day that I am clean from the blood of all men.
27 For I have not kept back from you anything of the purpose of God. 28Give attention to
yourselves, and to all the flock which the Holy Spirit has given into your care, to give food
to the churchofGod, forwhichhegavehisblood. 29 I amconscious that after I amgone, evil
wolves will come in among you, doing damage to the flock; 30And from among yourselves
will comemen who will give wrong teaching, turning away the disciples after them. 31 So
keepwatch, having inmind that for three yearswithout resting Iwas teaching everyoneof
you, day and night, withweeping. 32And now, I give you into the care of God and theword
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of his grace, which is able to make you strong and to give you your heritage among all the
saints. 33 I have had no desire for any man's silver or gold or clothing. 34 You yourselves
have seen thatwith these hands I gotwhatwas necessary forme and thosewhowerewith
me. 35 In all things I was an example to you of how, in your lives, you are to give help to
the feeble, and keep inmemory the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, There is
a greater blessing in giving than in getting. 36And having said these words, he went down
on his knees in prayer with them all. 37And they were all weeping, falling on Paul's neck
and kissing him, 38 Being sad most of all because he had said that they would not see his
face again. And so they went with him to the ship.

21
1And after parting from them, we put out to sea and came straight to Cos, and the day

after to Rhodes, and from there to Patara: 2 And as there was a ship going to Phoenicia,
we went in it. 3 And when we had come in view of Cyprus, going past it on our left, we
went on to Syria, and came to land at Tyre: for there the goods whichwere in the ship had
to be taken out. 4And meeting the disciples we were there for seven days: and they gave
Paul orders through the Spirit not to go up to Jerusalem. 5And when these days came to
an end, wewent on our journey; and they all, with their wives and children, camewith us
on ourway till wewere out of the town: and after going on our knees in prayer by the sea,
6We said our last words to one another, and got into the ship, and they went back to their
houses. 7And journeying by ship from Tyre we came to Ptolemais; and there we had talk
with the brothers and were with them for one day. 8And on the day after, we went away
and came to Caesarea, wherewewere guests in the house of Philip, the preacher, whowas
one of the seven. 9And he had four daughters, virgins, who were prophets. 10And while
we were waiting there for some days, a certain prophet, named Agabus, came down from
Judaea. 11And he came to us, and took the band of Paul's clothing, and putting it round his
feet and hands, said, The Holy Spirit says these words, So will the Jews do to the man who
is the owner of this band, and they will give him up into the hands of the Gentiles. 12And
hearing these things,weand thosewhowere living in thatplacemaderequest tohimnot to
go to Jerusalem. 13Then Paul said,What are you doing, weeping andwoundingmy heart?
for I am ready, not only to be a prisoner, but to be put to death at Jerusalem for the name of
the Lord Jesus. 14And as hemight not bemovedwe did nomore, saying, Let the purpose of
God be done. 15And after these days we got ready and went up to Jerusalem. 16And some
of the disciples from Caesareawent with us, taking a certainMnason of Cyprus, one of the
early disciples, in whose house we were to be living. 17And when we came to Jerusalem,
the brothers were pleased to see us. 18And on the day after, Paul went with us to James,
and all the rulers of the church were present. 19And when he had said how glad he was
to see them, he gave them a detailed account of the things which God had done through
his work among the Gentiles. 20And hearing it, they gave praise to God; and they said to
him, You see, brother, what thousands there are among the Jews, who have the faith; and
they all have a great respect for the law: 21And they have had news of you, how you have
been teaching all the Jews among the Gentiles to give up the law of Moses, and not to give
circumcision to their children, and not to keep the old rules. 22What then is the position?
They will certainly get news that you have come. 23 Do this, then, which we say to you:
Wehave fourmenwho have taken an oath; 24Gowith these, andmake yourself cleanwith
them, andmake thenecessarypayments for them, so that theymaybe free from their oath:
and everyone will see that the statements made about you are not true, but that you put
yourself under rule, and keep the law. 25But as to the Gentiles who have the faith, we sent
a letter, giving our decision that theywere to keep themselves fromofferingsmade to false
gods, and from blood, and from the flesh of animals put to death in ways against the law,
and from the evil desires of the body. 26 Then Paul took the men, and on the day after,
making himself clean with them, he went into the Temple, giving out the statement that
the days necessary for making them clean were complete, till the offering was made for
every one of them. 27 And when the seven days were almost ended, the Jews from Asia,
seeing him in the Temple, got the people together and put their hands on him, 28 Crying
out, Men of Israel, come to our help: this is the man who is teaching all men everywhere
against the people and the lawand this place: and in addition, he has takenGreeks into the
Temple, andmade thisholyplaceunclean. 29For theyhadseenhimbefore in the townwith
Trophimus of Ephesus, andhad the idea that Paul had takenhimwithhim into the Temple.
30And all the townwasmoved, and the people came running together and put their hands
on Paul, pulling him out of the Temple: and then the doors were shut. 31And while they
were attempting to put him to death, news came to the chief captain of the band that all
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Jerusalem was out of control. 32 And straight away he took some armed men and went
quickly down to them: and the Jews, seeing them, gave no more blows to Paul. 33 Then
the chief captain came near and took him, and gave orders for him to be put in chains,
questioning them as towho hewas andwhat he had done. 34And some said one thing and
some another, among the people: and as he was not able to get a knowledge of the facts
because of the noise, he gave orders for Paul to be taken into the army building. 35 And
when he came on to the steps, he was lifted up by the armed men, because of the force
of the people; 36 For a great mass of people came after them, crying out, Away with him!
37Andwhen Paul was about to be taken into the building, he said to the chief captain, May
I say something to you? Andhe said, Have you a knowledge of Greek? 38Are you by chance
the Egyptian who, before this, got the people worked up against the government and took
four thousandmen of the Assassins out into the waste land? 39But Paul said, I am a Jew of
Tarsus in Cilicia, which is not an unimportant town: Imake a request to you to letme say a
word to the people. 40Andwhenhe let himdo so, Paul, from the steps,made a signwith his
hand to the people, andwhen theywere all quiet, he said to them in theHebrew language,

22
1My brothers and fathers, give ear to the story of my life which I now put before you.

2And, hearing him talking in the Hebrew language, they became the more quiet, and he
said, 3 I am a Jew of Tarsus in Cilicia by birth, but I had my education in this town at the
feet of Gamaliel, being trained in the keeping of every detail of the law of our fathers;
given up to the cause of God with all my heart, as you are today. 4 And I made attacks
on this Way, even to death, taking men and women and putting them in prison. 5 Of
which the high priest will be a witness, and all the rulers, from whom I had letters to the
brothers; and Iwent intoDamascus, to take thosewhowere thereasprisoners to Jerusalem
for punishment. 6 And it came about that while I was on my journey, coming near to
Damascus, about the middle of the day, suddenly I saw a great light from heaven shining
round me. 7 And when I went down on the earth, a voice came to my ears saying to me,
Saul, Saul, why are you attacking me so cruelly? 8 And I, answering, said, Who are you;
Lord? And he said to me, I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are attacking. 9 And those
who were with me saw the light, but the voice of him who was talking to me came not to
their ears. 10And I said, What have I to do, Lord? And the Lord said to me, Get up, and go
into Damascus; and it will bemade clear to youwhat you have to do. 11And because I was
unable to see because of the glory of that light, those who were with me took me by the
hand, and so I came to Damascus. 12And one Ananias, a God-fearing man, who kept the
law, and ofwhomall the Jews in that place had a high opinion, 13Came tomy side and said,
Brother Saul, let your eyes be open. And in that very hour I was able to see him. 14And he
said, Youhavebeenmarkedoutby theGodofour fathers tohaveknowledgeofhispurpose,
and to see the Upright One and to give ear to the words of his mouth. 15 For you will be a
witness for him to allmenofwhat youhave seen andofwhat has come to your ears. 16And
now, why are you waiting? get up, and have baptism, for the washing away of your sins,
givingworship to his name. 17And it came about that when I had come back to Jerusalem,
while I was at prayer in the Temple, my senses becamemore than naturally clear, 18And I
sawhimsaying tome, Goout of Jerusalemstraight awaybecause theywill not givehearing
to yourwitness aboutme. 19And I said, Lord, they themselves have knowledge that I went
through the Synagogues putting in prison and whipping all those who had faith in you:
20 And when Stephen your witness was put to death, I was there, giving approval, and
looking after the clothing of those who put him to death. 21 And he said to me, Go, for I
will send you far away to the Gentiles. 22And they gave him a hearing as far as this word;
then with loud voices they said, Away with this man from the earth; it is not right for him
to be living. 23And while they were crying out, and pulling off their clothing, and sending
dust into the air, 24The chief captain gaveorders forhim tobe taken into the armybuilding,
saying that he would put him to the test by whipping, so that he might have knowledge of
the reason why they were crying out so violently against him. 25And when they had put
leather bands round him, Paul said to the captain who was present, Is it the law for you
to give blows to a man who is a Roman and has not been judged? 26And hearing this, the
man went to the chief captain and gave him an account of it, saying, What are you about
to do? for this man is a Roman. 27 And the chief captain came to him and said, Give me
an answer, are you a Roman? And he said, Yes. 28And the chief captain said, I got Roman
rights formyself at a great price. And Paul said, But I had themby birth. 29Then thosewho
were about to put him to the test went away: and the chief captain was in fear, seeing that
he was a Roman, and that he had put chains on him. 30 But on the day after, desiring to
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have certain knowledge of what the Jews had to say against him, he made him free, and
gave orders for the chief priests and all the Sanhedrin to come together, and he took Paul
and put him before them.

23
1And Paul, looking fixedly at the Sanhedrin, said, My brothers, my life has been upright

before God till this day. 2 And the high priest, Ananias, gave orders to those who were
near him to give him a blow on the mouth. 3 Then Paul said to him, God will give blows
to you, you whitewashed wall: are you here to be my judge by law, and by your orders
am I given blows against the law? 4And those whowere near said, Do you say suchwords
againstGod's highpriest? 5AndPaul said, Brother, I hadno idea that hewas thehighpriest:
for it has been said, You may not say evil about the ruler of your people. 6But when Paul
saw that half of them were Sadducees and the rest Pharisees, he said in the Sanhedrin,
Brothers, I am a Pharisee, and the son of Pharisees: I am here to be judged on the question
of the hope of the coming back from the dead. 7And when he had said this, there was an
argument between the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and a division in the meeting. 8 For
the Sadducees say that there is no coming back from the dead, and no angels or spirits:
but the Pharisees have belief in all these. 9And there was a great outcry: and some of the
scribes on the side of the Pharisees got up and took part in the discussion, saying, We see
no evil in this man: what if he has had a revelation from an angel or a spirit? 10Andwhen
the argument became very violent, the chief captain, fearing that Paul would be pulled in
two by them, gave orders to the armed men to take him by force from among them, and
take him into the army building. 11And the night after, the Lord came to his side and said,
Be of good heart, for as you have been witnessing for me in Jerusalem, so will you be my
witness inRome. 12Andwhen itwasday, the Jews came togetherandput themselvesunder
an oath that they would take no food or drink till they had put Paul to death. 13Andmore
than forty of them took this oath. 14And they came to the chief priests and the rulers and
said,Wehave takena great oath to takeno food tillwehaveput Paul to death 15Sonow,will
you and the Sanhedrinmake a request to themilitary authorities to have him sent down to
you, as if youwere desiring to go into the business in greater detail; andwe, before ever he
gets to you, will be waiting to put him to death. 16But Paul's sister's son had word of their
design, and he came into the army building and gave news of it to Paul. 17And Paul sent
for a captain and said, Take this young man to your chief, for he has news for him. 18 So
he took him to the chief captain and said, Paul, the prisoner, made a request to me to take
this youngman to you, for he has something to say to you. 19And the chief took him by the
hand and, going on one side, said to him privately,What is it you have to say tome? 20And
he said, The Jews are in agreement together to make a request to you for Paul to be taken,
on the day after this, into the Sanhedrin, to be questioned in greater detail. 21 But do not
give way to them, for more than forty of them are waiting for him, having taken an oath
not to take food or drink till they have put him to death: and now they are ready, waiting
for your order. 22 So the chief captain let the young man go, saying to him, Do not say to
anyone that you have given me word of these things. 23And he sent for two captains and
said, Make ready two hundred men, with seventy horsemen and two hundred spearmen,
to go to Caesarea, at the third hour of the night: 24 And get beasts so that they may put
Paul on them, and take him safely to Felix, the ruler. 25And he sent a letter in these words:
26Claudius Lysias, to themost noble ruler, Felix, peace be with you. 27This manwas taken
by the Jews, andwas about to be put to death by them,when I came on themwith the army
and took him out of danger, having knowledge that he was a Roman. 28 And, desiring to
get at the reason for their attack on him, I took him down to their Sanhedrin: 29 Then it
became clear to me that it was a question of their law, and that nothing was said against
himwhich might be a reason for prison or death. 30And when news was given to me that
a secret design was being made against the man, I sent him straight away to you, giving
orders to those who are against him to make their statements before you. 31 So the armed
men, as they were ordered, took Paul and came by night to Antipatris. 32 But on the day
after, they sent the horsemen onwith him, andwent back to their place: 33And they, when
they came to Caesarea, gave the letter to the ruler, and took Paul before him. 34And after
reading it, he said, What part of the country do you come from? And, hearing that he was
from Cilicia, 35 I will give hearing to your cause, he said, when those who are against you
have come. And he gave orders for him to be kept in Herod's Praetorium.

24
1 And after five days, the high priest, Ananias, came with certain of the rulers, and an
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expert talker, one Tertullus; and they made a statement to Felix against Paul. 2And when
he had been sent for, Tertullus, starting his statement, said, Because by you we are living
in peace, and through yourwisdomwrongs are put right for this nation, 3 In all things and
in all places we are conscious of our great debt to you, most noble Felix. 4 But, so that I
may not make you tired, I make a request to you of your mercy, to give hearing to a short
statement. 5 For this man, in our opinion, is a cause of trouble, a maker of attacks on the
government among Jews through all the empire, and a chief mover in the society of the
Nazarenes: 6Who, in addition, was attempting to make the Temple unclean: whom we
took, 7 [] 8And fromwhomyouwill be able, by questioning him yourself, to get knowledge
of all the things which we say against him. 9 And the Jews were in agreement with his
statement, saying that these things were so. 10 Then when the ruler had given him a sign
to make his answer, Paul said, Because I have knowledge that you have been a judge over
this nation for a number of years, I am glad to make my answer: 11 Seeing that you are
able to make certain of the fact that it is not more than twelve days from the time when
I came up to Jerusalem for worship; 12And they have not seen me in argument with any
man in the Temple, or working up the feelings of the people, in the Synagogues or in the
town: 13And they are not able to give facts in support of the things which they say against
me now. 14But this I will say openly to you, that I do giveworship to the God of our fathers
after that Way, which to them is not the true religion: but I have belief in all the things
which are in the law and in the books of the prophets: 15Hoping in God for that which
they themselves are looking for, that therewill be a coming back from the dead for upright
men and wrongdoers. 16And in this, I do my best at all times to have no reason for shame
before God ormen. 17Now after a number of years I came to give help and offerings tomy
nation: 18And having been made clean, I was in the Temple, but not with a great number
of people, and not with noise: but there were certain Jews from Asia, 19And it would have
been better if they had come here to make a statement, if they have anything against me.
20Or let these men here present say what wrongdoing was seen in me when I was before
the Sanhedrin, 21But only this one thingwhich I said among them in a loud voice, I am this
day being judged on the question of the coming back from the dead. 22But Felix, whohad a
more detailed knowledge of theWay, put them off, saying, When Lysias, the chief captain,
comes down, I will give attention to your business. 23 And he gave orders to the captain
to keep Paul under his control, and to let him have everything he had need of; and not to
keep his friends from coming to see him. 24But after some days, Felix came with Drusilla
his wife, who was of the Jews by birth, and sent for Paul, and gave hearing to him about
faith in Christ Jesus. 25Andwhile he was talking about righteousness and self-control and
the judgingwhichwas to come, Felix had great fear and said, Go away for the present, and
when the right time comes I will send for you. 26 For he was hoping that Paul would give
him money: so he sent for him more frequently and had talk with him. 27 But after two
years Porcius Festus took the place of Felix, who, desiring to have the approval of the Jews,
kept Paul in chains.

25
1 So Festus, having come into that part of the country which was under his rule, after

three days went up to Jerusalem from Caesarea. 2And the chief priests and the chief men
of the Jewsmade statements against Paul, 3Requesting Festus to give effect to their design
against him, and send him to Jerusalem, when they would be waiting to put him to death
on theway. 4But Festus, in answer, said that Paulwas being kept in prison at Caesarea, and
that in a short time he himself was going there. 5 So, he said, let those who have authority
among you go with me, and if there is any wrong in the man, let them make a statement
against him. 6And when he had been with them not more than eight or ten days, he went
down to Caesarea; and on the day after, he took his place on the judge's seat, and sent for
Paul. 7 And when he came, the Jews who had come down from Jerusalem came round
him, and made all sorts of serious statements against him, which were not supported by
the facts. 8Then Paul, in his answer to them, said, I have done nowrong against the law of
the Jews, or against the Temple, or against Caesar. 9But Festus, desiring to get the approval
of the Jews, said to Paul, Will you go up to Jerusalem, and be judged before me there in
connection with these things? 10And Paul said, I am before the seat of Caesar's authority
where it is right for me to be judged: I have done no wrong to the Jews, as you are well
able to see. 11 If, then, I am awrongdoer and there is a cause of death inme, I am ready for
death: if it isnot as they sayagainstme, nomanmaygivemeup to them. Letmycause come
before Caesar. 12 Then Festus, having had a discussion with the Jews, made answer, You
have said, Letmy cause comebefore Caesar; to Caesar youwill go. 13Nowwhen somedays
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had gone by, King Agrippa and Bernice came to Caesarea and went to see Festus. 14And
as they were there for some days, Festus gave them Paul's story, saying, There is a certain
man here whowas put in prison by Felix: 15Against whom the chief priests and the rulers
of the Jews made a statement when I was at Jerusalem, requesting me to give a decision
against him. 16 To whom I gave answer that it is not the Roman way to give a man up, till
he has been face to face with those who are attacking him, and has had a chance to give
an answer to the statements made against him. 17 So, when they had come together here,
straight away, on the day after, I took my place on the judge's seat and sent for the man.
18But when they got up they said nothing about such crimes as I had in mind: 19But had
certain questions against him in connection with their religion, and about one Jesus, now
dead, who, Paul said, was living. 20And as I had not enough knowledge for the discussion
of these things, I made the suggestion to him to go to Jerusalem and be judged there. 21But
when Paul made a request that he might be judged by Caesar, I gave orders for him to be
kept till Imight send him to Caesar. 22AndAgrippa said to Festus, I have a desire to give the
man a hearing myself. Tomorrow, he said, you may give him a hearing. 23 So on the day
after, when Agrippa and Bernice in great glory had come into the public place of hearing,
with the chief of the army and the chief men of the town, at the order of Festus, Paul was
sent for. 24And Festus said, King Agrippa, and all those who are present here with us, you
see this man, about whom all the Jews have made protests to me, at Jerusalem and in this
place, saying that it is not right for him to be living any longer. 25But, in my opinion, there
is no cause of death in him, and as he himself has made a request to be judged by Caesar, I
have said that I would send him. 26But I have no certain account of him to send to Caesar.
So I have sent for him to come before you, and specially before you, King Agrippa, so that
after the business has been gone into, I may have something to put in writing. 27 For it
seems to me against reason to send a prisoner without making clear what there is against
him.

26
1And Agrippa said to Paul, Youmay put your cause before us. Then Paul, stretching out

his hand, made his answer, saying: 2 Inmy opinion I am happy, King Agrippa, to be able to
give my answer before you today to all these things which the Jews say against me: 3 The
more so, because you are expert in all questions to do with the Jews and their ways: so I
make my request to you to give me a hearing to the end. 4 All the Jews have knowledge
of my way of life from my early years, as it was from the start among my nation, and at
Jerusalem; 5 And they are able to say, if they would give witness, that I was living as a
Pharisee, in that division of our religion which is most regular in the keeping of the law.
6And now I am here to be judged because of the hope given by God's word to our fathers;
7 For the effecting of which our twelve tribes have been working and waiting night and
day with all their hearts. And in connection with this hope I am attacked by the Jews,
O king! 8Why, in your opinion, is it outside belief for God to make the dead come to life
again? 9 For I, truly, was of the opinion that it was right for me to do a number of things
against the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 10And this I did in Jerusalem: and numbers of the
saints I put in prison, having had authority given to me from the chief priests, and when
they were put to death, I gave my decision against them. 11And I gave them punishment
frequently, in all the Synagogues, forcing them to say things against God; andburningwith
passion against them, I went after them even into far-away towns. 12 Then, when I was
journeying to Damascuswith the authority and orders of the chief priests, 13 In themiddle
of the day, on the road I saw a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, shining roundme
and those whowere journeying withme. 14Andwhenwe had all gone down on the earth,
a voice came to me, saying in the Hebrew language, Saul, Saul, why are you attacking me
so cruelly? It is hard for you to go against the impulse which is driving you. 15And I said,
Who are you, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus, whom you are attacking. 16But get up
on your feet: for I have come to you for this purpose, to make you a servant and a witness
of the things in which you have seen me, and of those in which you will see me; 17And I
will keep you safe from the people, and from the Gentiles, to whom I send you, 18Tomake
their eyes open, turning them from the dark to the light, and from the power of Satan to
God, so that they may have forgiveness of sins and a heritage among those who are made
holy by faith in me. 19 So, then, King Agrippa, I did not go against the vision from heaven;
20But I went about, first to those in Damascus and Jerusalem, and through all the country
of Judaea, and then to the Gentiles, preaching a change of heart, so that they, being turned
to God,might give, in theirworks, the fruits of a changed heart. 21For this reason, the Jews
took me in the Temple, and made an attempt to put me to death. 22And so, by God's help,
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I am here today, witnessing to small and great, saying nothing but what the prophets and
Moses saidwould come about; 23That the Christwould go throughpain, and being the first
to comeback from thedead,would give light to the people and to theGentiles. 24Andwhen
hemade his answer in thesewords, Festus said in a loud voice, Paul, you are off your head;
your great learning has made you unbalanced. 25 Then Paul said, I am not off my head,
most noble Festus, butmywords are true andwise. 26For the king has knowledge of these
things, to whom I am talking freely; being certain that all this is common knowledge to
him; for it hasnotbeendone in secret. 27KingAgrippa, haveyou faith in theprophets? I am
certain that you have. 28AndAgrippa said to Paul, A littlemore and youwill bemakingme
a Christian. 29And Paul said, It ismy prayer to God that, in little or greatmeasure, not only
you, but all those hearingme todaymight be even as I am, but for these chains. 30And the
king and the ruler and Bernice and those whowere seated with them got up; 31Andwhen
they had gone away they said to one another, Thismanhas done nothingwhichmight give
cause for death or prison. 32And Agrippa said to Festus, This man might have been made
free, if he had not put his cause before Caesar.

27
1 And when the decision had been made that we were to go by sea to Italy, they gave

Paul and certain other prisoners into the care of a captain named Julius, of the Augustan
band. 2Andwewent to sea in a ship of Adramyttiumwhichwas sailing to the sea towns of
Asia, Aristarchus, a Macedonian of Thessalonica, being with us. 3And on the day after, we
came to Sidon; and Juliuswas kind to Paul, and let him go to see his friends and take a rest.
4And sailing again from there, we went on under cover of Cyprus, because the wind was
against us. 5And having gone across the sea off Cilicia and Pamphylia we came to Myra,
in Lycia. 6 And there the captain came across a ship of Alexandria, sailing for Italy, and
put us in it. 7 And when we had gone on slowly for a long time, and had had hard work
getting across to Cnidus, for the windwas against us, we went under cover of Crete, in the
direction of Salmone; 8And sailing down the side of it, as well as wewere able, we came to
a certain place named FairHavens, nearwhichwas the town of Lasea. 9And as a long time
had gone by, and the journey was now full of danger, because it was late in the year, Paul
put the position before them, 10 Saying, Friends, I see that this journey will be one of great
damage and loss, not only to the goods and the ship, but to ourselves. 11 But the captain
gavemore attention to themaster and the owner of the ship than towhat Paul said. 12And
as the harbour was not a good one in which to be for the winter, the greater number of
them were for going out to sea, in order, if possible, to put in for the winter at Phoenix, a
harbour of Crete, looking to the north-east and south-east. 13 And when the south wind
came softly, being of the opinion that their purpose might be effected, they let the ship go
and went sailing down the side of Crete, very near to the land. 14 But after a little time, a
very violentwind, named Euraquilo, came down from itwith great force. 15Andwhen the
ship got into the grip of it, and was not able to make headway into the wind, we gave way,
and went before it. 16And, sailing near the side of a small island named Cauda, we were
able, though it was hard work, to make the ship's boat safe: 17And having got it up, they
put cords under and round the ship; but fearing that theymight be pushed on to the Syrtis,
they let down the sails and sowent running before thewind. 18And, still fighting the storm
with all our strength, the day after they made a start at getting the goods out of the ship;
19And on the third day, they let all the sailing apparatus go over the side. 20And as we had
not seen the sun or stars for a long time, and a great stormwas on us, all hope of salvation
wasgone. 21Andwhen theyhadbeenwithout food for a long time, Paul gotupamong them
and said, Friends, it would have been better if you had given attention tome and not gone
sailing out fromCrete, to undergo this damage and loss. 22But now, I say to you, be of good
heart, for therewill be no loss of life, but only of the ship. 23For this night there came tomy
side an angel of the Godwho ismyMaster andwhose servant I am, 24Saying, Have no fear,
Paul, for you will come before Caesar, and God has given to you all those who are sailing
with you. 25And so, Omen, be of good heart, for I have faith in God that it will be as he said
to me. 26But we will be sent on to a certain island. 27But when the fourteenth day came,
while we were going here and there in the Adriatic sea, about the middle of the night the
sailors had an idea that theywere getting near land; 28And they let down the lead, and saw
that the seawas ahundredand twenty feet deep; andafter a little time theydid it again and
it was ninety feet. 29Then, fearing that by chance we might come on to the rocks, they let
downfourhooks fromthebackof the ship, andmadeprayers for the comingofday. 30Then
the sailorsmade attempts secretly to get away from the ship, letting down a boat as if they
were about to put downhooks from the front of the ship; 31But Paul said to the captain and
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his men, If you do not keep these men in the ship, you will not be safe. 32Then the armed
men, cutting the cords of the boat, let her go. 33Andwhen dawnwas near, Paul gave them
all orders to take food, saying, This is the fourteenth day you have beenwaiting and taking
no food. 34 So I make request to you to take food; for this is for your salvation: not a hair
from the head of any of youwill come to destruction. 35Andwhenhe had said this and had
taken bread, he gave praise to God before them all, and took a meal of the broken bread.
36Then they all took heart and did the same. 37Andwewere, in the ship, two hundred and
seventy-six persons. 38And when they had had enough food, they made the weight of the
ship less, turning the grain out into the sea. 39Andwhen itwas day, they hadno knowledge
of the land, but they saw an inlet of the sea with a floor of sand, and they had the idea of
driving the ship up on to it if possible. 40 So cutting away the hooks, and letting them go
into the sea, and freeing the cords of the guiding-blades, and lifting up the sail to thewind,
they went in the direction of the inlet. 41And coming to a point between two seas, they got
the ship to land; and the front part was fixed in the sand and not able to bemoved, but the
back part was broken by the force of the waves. 42 Then the armed men were for putting
the prisoners to death, so that no one would get away by swimming. 43 But the captain,
desiring to keep Paul safe, kept them from their purpose, and gave orders that those who
had knowledge of swimming were to go off the ship and get first to land: 44And the rest,
some on boards and some on things from the ship. And so it came about that they all got
safe to land.

28
1Andwhenwewere safe,wemade thediscovery that the islandwasnamedMelita. 2And

the simplepeople living therewereuncommonlykind tous, for theymadeafire forus, and
took us in, because it was raining and cold. 3But when Paul had got some sticks together
and put them on the fire, a snake came out, because of the heat, and gave him a bite on the
hand. 4Andwhen the people saw it hanging on his hand, they said to one another,Without
doubt thisman has put someone to death, and though he has got safely away from the sea,
Godwill not let him go on living. 5But shaking off the beast into the fire, he got no damage.
6 But they had the idea that they would see him becoming ill, or suddenly falling down
dead; but afterwaiting a long time, and seeing that nodamage came tohim, changing their
opinion, they said he was a god. 7Now near that place there was some land, the property
of the chief man of the island, who was named Publius; who very kindly took us into his
house as his guests for three days. 8And the father of Publius was ill, with a disease of the
stomach; to whom Paul went, and put his hands on him, with prayer, and made himwell.
9And when this took place, all the others in the island who had diseases came and were
made well. 10Then they gave us great honour, and, when we went away, they put into the
shipwhatever thingswewere inneedof. 11Andafter threemonthswewent to sea ina ship
of Alexandria sailing under the sign of the Dioscuri, which had been at the island for the
winter. 12And going into the harbour at Syracuse, we were waiting there for three days.
13And from there, going about in a curve, we came to Rhegium: and after one day a south
wind came up and on the day after we came to Puteoli: 14Where we came across some of
the brothers, who kept us with them for seven days; and so we came to Rome. 15And the
brothers, when they had news of us, came out from town as far as Appii Forum and the
Three Taverns to have a meeting with us: and Paul, seeing them, gave praise to God and
took heart. 16And when we came into Rome, they let Paul have a house for himself and
the armed man who kept watch over him. 17 Then after three days he sent for the chief
men of the Jews: and when they had come together, he said to them, My brothers, though
I had done nothing against the people or the ways of our fathers, I was given, a prisoner
from Jerusalem, into the hands of the Romans. 18Who,when they hadput questions tome,
were ready to let me go free, because there was no cause of death in me. 19But when the
Jewsmade protest against it, I had to putmy cause into Caesar's hands; not because I have
anything to say againstmy nation. 20But for this reason I sent for you, to see and have talk
with you: for because of the hope of Israel I am in these chains. 21And they said to him,
We have not had letters from Judaea about you, and no one of the brothers has come to us
here to give an account or say any evil about you. 22But we have a desire to give hearing
to your opinion: for as to this form of religion, we have knowledge that in all places it is
attacked. 23Andwhen a day had been fixed, they came to his house in great numbers; and
he gave them teaching, givingwitness to the kingdomof God, and having discussionswith
themabout Jesus, from the lawofMoses and from theprophets, frommorning till evening.
24And somewere in agreement with what he said, but some had doubts. 25And theywent
away, for there was a division among them after Paul had said this one thing: Well did the
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Holy Spirit say by the prophet Isaiah to your fathers, 26Go to this people and say, Though
you give ear, youwill not get knowledge; and seeing, youwill see, but the sense will not be
clear toyou: 27For theheart of thispeoplehasbecome fat and their earsare slow inhearing
and their eyes are shut; for fear that they might see with their eyes and give hearing with
their ears and becomewise in their hearts and be turned again tome, so that Imightmake
themwell. 28Be certain, then, that the salvation of God is sent to the Gentiles, and theywill
give hearing. 29 [] 30And for the space of twoyears, Paulwas living in thehouse ofwhichhe
had the use, and had talk with all those who went in to see him, 31Preaching the kingdom
of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ without fear, and no orders were given
that he was not to do so.
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Paul’s Letter to the
Romans

1 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, an Apostle by the selection of God, given authority as a
preacher of the good news, 2Of which God had given word before by his prophets in the
holy Writings, 3About his Son who, in the flesh, came from the family of David, 4But was
marked out as Son of God in power by the Holy Spirit through the coming to life again of
the dead; Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 Through whom grace has been given to us, sending us
out to make disciples to the faith among all nations, for his name: 6Among whom you in
the same way have been marked out to be disciples of Jesus Christ: 7 To all those who are
in Rome, loved by God, marked out as saints: Grace to you and peace fromGod our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ. 8 First of all, I give praise to my God through Jesus Christ for
you all, because news of your faith has gone into all the world. 9 For God is my witness,
whose servant I am in spirit in the good news of his Son, that you are at all times in my
memory and in my prayers, 10And that I am ever making prayers that God will give me a
good journey to you. 11For I have a strong desire to see you, and to give you some grace of
the spirit, so that youmay bemade strong; 12That is to say, that all of usmay be comforted
together by the faith which is in you and in me. 13 You may be certain, my brothers, that
it has frequently been in my mind to come to you (but till now I was kept from it), so that
I might have some fruit from you in the same way as I have had it from the other nations.
14 I have a debt to Greeks and to the nations outside; to the wise and to those who have no
learning. 15 For which reason I have the desire, as far as I am able, to give the knowledge
of the good news to youwho are in Rome. 16For I have no feeling of shame about the good
news, because it is the power of God giving salvation to everyonewho has faith, to the Jew
first, and then to the Greek. 17 For in it there is the revelation of the righteousness of God
from faith to faith: as it is said in the holyWritings, The man who does righteousness will
be living by his faith. 18 For there is a revelation of the wrath of God from heaven against
all the wrongdoing and evil thoughts of menwho keep downwhat is true by wrongdoing;
19Because the knowledge of God may be seen in them, God having made it clear to them.
20 For from the first making of the world, those things of God which the eye is unable to
see, that is, his eternal power and existence, are fully made clear, he having given the
knowledge of them through the thingswhich he hasmade, so thatmen have no reason for
wrongdoing: 21 Because, having the knowledge of God, they did not give glory to God as
God, and did not give praise, but their minds were full of foolish things, and their hearts,
being without sense, were made dark. 22 Seeming to be wise, they were in fact foolish,
23And by them the glory of the eternal God was changed andmade into the image of man
who is not eternal, and of birds and beasts and things which go on the earth. 24 For this
reason God gave them up to the evil desires of their hearts, working shame in their bodies
with one another: 25Because by them the trueword of Godwas changed into that which is
false, and they gave worship and honour to the thing which is made, and not to him who
made it, to whom be blessing for ever. So be it. 26For this reason God gave them up to evil
passions, and their women were changing the natural use into one which is unnatural:
27And in the same way the men gave up the natural use of the woman and were burning
in their desire for one another, men doing shame with men, and getting in their bodies
the right reward of their evil-doing. 28And because they had not the mind to keep God in
their knowledge, God gave themup to an evil mind, to do those thingswhich are not right;
29 Being full of all wrongdoing, evil, desire for the goods of others, hate, envy, putting to
death, fighting, deceit, cruel ways, evil talk, and false statements about others; 30Hated by
God, full of pride, without respect, full of loud talk, given to evil inventions, not honouring
father ormother, 31Without knowledge, not true to their undertakings, unkind, having no
mercy: 32Who, though they have knowledge of the law of God, that the fate of those who
do these things is death, not only go on doing these things themselves, but give approval to
those who do them.

2
1 So you have no reason, whoever you are, for judging: for in judging another you are

judging yourself, for you do the same things. 2 And we are conscious that God is a true
judge against those who do such things. 3But youwho are judging another for doingwhat
you do yourself, are you hoping that God's decision will not take effect against you? 4Or is
it nothing to you that God had pity on you, waiting and putting upwith you for so long, not
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seeing that in his pity God's desire is to give you a change of heart? 5But by your hard and
unchangedheart you are storing upwrath for yourself in the day of the revelation of God's
judging in righteousness; 6Whowill give to everyman his right reward: 7To those who go
onwith goodworks in the hope of glory and honour and salvation fromdeath, hewill give
eternal life: 8But to those who, from a love of competition, are not guided by what is true,
will come the heat of his wrath, 9 Trouble and sorrow on all whose works are evil, to the
Jew first and then to the Greek; 10But glory and honour and peace to all whose works are
good, to the Jew first and then to the Greek: 11 For one man is not different from another
beforeGod. 12All thosewhohave donewrongwithout the lawwill get destructionwithout
the law: and thosewho have donewrong under the lawwill have their punishment by the
law; 13For it is not thehearers of the lawwhowill be judgedashaving righteousnessbefore
God, but only the doers: 14For when the Gentiles without the law have a natural desire to
do the things in the law, they are a law to themselves; 15 Because the work of the law is
seen in their hearts, their sense of right and wrong giving witness to it, while their minds
are at one time judging them and at another giving them approval; 16 In the daywhen God
will be a judge of the secrets of men, as it says in the good news of which I am a preacher,
through Jesus Christ. 17 But as for you who have the name of Jew, and are resting on the
law, and take pride in God, 18 And have knowledge of his desires, and are a judge of the
things which are different, having the learning of the law, 19 In the belief that you are a
guide to the blind, a light to those in the dark, 20A teacher of the foolish, having in the law
the form of knowledge and of what is true; 21Youwho give teaching to others, do you give
it to yourself? youwho say that amanmay not takewhat is not his, do you takewhat is not
yours? 22Youwho say that amanmay not be untrue to hiswife, are you true to yours? you
who are a hater of images, do you do wrong to the house of God? 23You who take pride in
the law, are you doing wrong to the honour of God by behaviour which is against the law?
24For the nameofGod is shamed among theGentiles because of you, as it is said in the holy
Writings. 25 It is true that circumcision is of use if you keep the law, but if you go against
the law it is as if you had it not. 26 If those who have not circumcision keep the rules of the
law,will it not be credited to themas circumcision? 27And they, by their keeping of the law
without circumcision, will be judges of you, by whom the law is broken though you have
the letter of the lawandcircumcision. 28The true Jew isnot onewho is only sopublicly, and
circumcision is not that which may be seen in the flesh: 29But he is a Jew who is a secret
one, whose circumcision is of the heart, in the spirit and not in the letter; whose praise is
not frommen, but from God.

3
1How then is the Jew better off? orwhat profit is there in circumcision? 2Much in every

way: first of all because the words of Godwere given to them. 3And if some have no faith,
will that make the faith of God without effect? 4 In no way: but let God be true, though
every man is seen to be untrue; as it is said in the Writings, That your words may be seen
to be true, and youmay be seen to be right when you are judged. 5But if the righteousness
of God is supported by our wrongdoing what is to be said? is it wrong for God to be angry
(as men may say)? 6 In no way: because if it is so, how is God able to be the judge of all
the world? 7 But if, because I am untrue, God being seen to be true gets more glory, why
am I to be judged as a sinner? 8 Let us not do evil so that good may come (a statement
which we are falsely said by some to have made), because such behaviour will have its
right punishment. 9What then? are we worse off than they? In no way: because we have
before made it clear that Jews as well as Greeks are all under the power of sin; 10As it is
said in the holyWritings, There is not onewho does righteousness; 11Not onewho has the
knowledge of what is right, not one who is a searcher after God; 12They have all gone out
of theway, there is no profit in any of them; there is not onewho does good, not somuch as
one: 13Their throat is like an openplace of death; with their tongues they have saidwhat is
not true: the poisonof snakes is under their lips: 14Whosemouth is full of curses andbitter
words: 15Their feet arequick in runningafterblood; 16Destructionand trouble are in their
ways; 17And of theway of peace they have no knowledge: 18There is no fear of God before
their eyes. 19Now, we have knowledge that what the law says is for those who are under
the law, so that everymouthmaybe stopped, andallmenmaybe judgedbyGod: 20Because
by the works of the law no man is able to have righteousness in his eyes, for through the
law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now without the law there is a revelation of the
righteousness of God, to which witness is given by the law and the prophets; 22That is, the
righteousness ofGod through faith in JesusChrist, to all thosewhohave faith; andoneman
is not different from another, 23For all have donewrong and are far from the glory of God;
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24 And they may have righteousness put to their credit, freely, by his grace, through the
salvation which is in Christ Jesus: 25Whom God has put forward as the sign of his mercy,
through faith, by his blood, to make clear his righteousness when, in his pity, God let the
sins of earlier times go without punishment; 26And to make clear his righteousness now,
so that he might himself be upright, and give righteousness to him who has faith in Jesus.
27What reason, then, is there for pride? It is shut out. By what sort of law? of works? No,
but by a law of faith. 28For this reason, then, amanmay get righteousness by faithwithout
theworks of the law. 29Or is God theGod of Jews only? is he not in the sameway theGod of
Gentiles? Yes, of Gentiles: 30 If God is one; andhewill give righteousness because of faith to
thosewho have circumcision, and through faith to thosewho have not circumcision. 31Do
we, then, through faithmake the law of no effect? in noway: but wemake it clear that the
law is important.

4
1 What, then, may we say that Abraham, our father after the flesh, has got? 2 For if

Abraham got righteousness by works, he has reason for pride; but not before God. 3 But
what does it say in the holy Writings? And Abraham had faith in God, and it was put to
his account as righteousness. 4Now, the reward is credited to him who does works, not
as of grace but as a debt. 5 But to him who without working has faith in him who gives
righteousness to the evil-doer, his faith is put to his account as righteousness. 6As David
says that there is a blessing on the man to whose account God puts righteousness without
works, saying, 7Happy are those who have forgiveness for their wrongdoing, and whose
sins are covered. 8Happy is the man against whom no sin is recorded by the Lord. 9 Is
this blessing, then, for the circumcision only, or in the same way for those who have not
circumcision? forwesay that the faithofAbrahamwasput tohis account as righteousness.
10How, then,was it judged? whenhehadcircumcision, orwhenhehad itnot? Notwhenhe
had it, butwhenhedidnothave it: 11Andhewasgiven the signof circumcisionasawitness
of the faithwhichhehadbefore heunderwent circumcision: so that hemight be the father
of all those who have faith, though they have not circumcision, and so that righteousness
might be put to their account; 12And the father of circumcision to those who not only are
of the circumcision, but who keep to the way of that faith which our father Abraham had
before heunderwent circumcision. 13ForGod'sword, that the earthwould behis heritage,
was given to Abraham, not through the law, but through the righteousness of faith. 14For
if theywho are of the law are the peoplewho get the heritage, then faith ismade of no use,
and theword of God has no power; 15For the outcome of the law iswrath; butwhere there
is no law it will not be broken. 16 For this reason it is of faith, so that it may be through
grace; and so that the word of Godmay be certain to all the seed; not only to that which is
of the law, but to that which is of the faith of Abraham,who is the father of us all, 17 (As it is
said in the holy Writings, I have made you a father of a number of nations) before him in
whom he had faith, that is, God, who gives life to the dead, and to whom the things which
are not are as if they were. 18Who without reason for hope, in faith went on hoping, so
that he became the father of a number of nations, as it had been said, So will your seed be.
19And not being feeble in faith though his body seemed to him little better than dead (he
being about a hundred years old) and Sarah was no longer able to have children: 20 Still,
he did not give up faith in the undertaking of God, but was made strong by faith, giving
glory to God, 21And being certain that God was able to keep his word. 22For which reason
it was put to his account as righteousness. 23Now, it was not because of him only that this
was said, 24But for us in addition, to whose account it will be put, if we have faith in him
whomade Jesus our Lord come back again from the dead, 25Whowas put to death for our
evil-doing, and came to life again so that wemight have righteousness.

5
1Forwhich reason, becausewe have righteousness through faith, let us be at peacewith

God through our Lord Jesus Christ; 2Through whom, in the same way, we have been able
by faith to come to this grace in which we now are; and let us have joy in hope of the glory
of God. 3And not only so, but let us have joy in our troubles: in the knowledge that trouble
gives us the power ofwaiting; 4Andwaiting gives experience; and experience, hope: 5And
hope does not put to shame; because our hearts are full of the love of God through theHoly
Spirit which is given to us. 6 For when we were still without strength, at the right time
Christ gave his life for evil-doers. 7Now it is hard for anyone to give his life even for an
upright man, though it might be that for a good man someone would give his life. 8 But
God has made clear his love to us, in that, when we were still sinners, Christ gave his life
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for us. 9Much more, if we now have righteousness by his blood, will salvation from the
wrath of God come to us through him. 10 For if, when we were haters of God, the death of
his Sonmade us at peace with him, muchmore, now that we are his friends, will we have
salvation through his life; 11 And not only so, but we have joy in God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, through whom we are now at peace with God. 12 For this reason, as through
one man sin came into the world, and death because of sin, and so death came to all men,
because all have done evil: 13 Because, till the law came, sin was in existence, but sin is
not put to the account of anyone when there is no law to be broken. 14But still death had
power from Adam till Moses, even over those who had not done wrong like Adam, who is
a picture of himwho was to come. 15But the free giving of God is not like the wrongdoing
of man. For if, by the wrongdoing of oneman death came to numbers of men, muchmore
did the grace of God, and the free giving by the grace of one man, Jesus Christ, come to
men. 16And the free giving has not the same effect as the sin of one: for the effect of one
man's sin was punishment by the decision of God, but the free giving had power to give
righteousness to wrongdoers in great number. 17 For, if by the wrongdoing of one, death
was ruling through the one, much more will those to whom has come the wealth of grace
and the giving of righteousness, be ruling in life through the one, even Jesus Christ. 18 So
then, as the effect of one act of wrongdoingwas that punishment came on all men, even so
the effect of one act of righteousness was righteousness of life for all men. 19 Because, as
numbers of men became sinners through the wrongdoing of one man, even so will great
numbers get righteousness through the keeping of theword of God by oneman. 20And the
law came in addition, to make wrongdoing worse; but where there was much sin, there
was much more grace: 21 That, as sin had power in death, so grace might have power
through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

6
1What may we say, then? are we to go on in sin so that there may be more grace? 2 In

no way. Howmay we, who are dead to sin, be living in it any longer? 3Or are you without
the knowledge that all we who had baptism into Christ Jesus, had baptism into his death?
4We have been placed with him among the dead through baptism into death: so that as
Christ came again from the dead by the glory of the Father, we, in the same way, might be
living in new life. 5 For, if we have been made like him in his death, we will, in the same
way, be like him in his coming to life again; 6 Being conscious that our old man was put
to death on the cross with him, so that the body of sin might be put away, and we might
no longer be servants to sin. 7 Because he who is dead is free from sin. 8 But if we are
dead with Christ, we have faith that we will be living with him; 9Having knowledge that
because Christ has come back from the dead, he will never again go down to the dead;
death has no more power over him. 10 For his death was a death to sin, but his life now is
a life which he is living to God. 11 Even so see yourselves as dead to sin, but living to God
in Christ Jesus. 12 For this cause do not let sin be ruling in your body which is under the
power of death, so that you give way to its desires; 13And do not give your bodies to sin as
the instruments of wrongdoing, but give yourselves to God, as those who are living from
the dead, and your bodies as instruments of righteousness to God. 14For sinmay not have
rule over you: because you are not under law, but under grace. 15What then? are we to
go on in sin because we are not under law but under grace? Let it not be so. 16Are you not
conscious that you are the servants of him towhomyou give yourselves to do his desire? if
to sin, the end being death, or if to do the desire of God, the end being righteousness. 17But
praise be to God that though you were the servants of sin, you have now given yourselves
freely to that form of teaching underwhich youwere placed; 18And beingmade free from
sin you have been made the servants of righteousness. 19 I am using words in the way of
men, because your flesh is feeble: as you gave your bodies as servants to what is unclean,
and to evil to do evil, so now give them as servants to righteousness to do what is holy.
20When youwere servants of sin youwere free from righteousness. 21What fruit had you
at that time in the thingswhich arenowa shame to you? for the endof such things is death.
22But now, being free fromsin, andhaving beenmade servants toGod, youhave your fruit
in that which is holy, and the end is eternal life. 23For the reward of sin is death; but what
God freely gives is eternal life in Jesus Christ our Lord.

7
1 Is it not clear,mybrothers (I amusing an argument to thosewhohave knowledge of the

law), that the law has power over a man as long as he is living? 2 For the woman who has
a husband is placed by the law under the power of her husband as long as he is living; but
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if her husband is dead, she is free from the law of the husband. 3 So if, while the husband
is living, she is joined to another man, she will get the name of one who is untrue to her
husband: but if the husband is dead, she is free from the law, so that she is not untrue,
even if she takes anotherman. 4 In the sameway, my brothers, youweremade dead to the
law through the body of Christ, so that you might be joined to another, even to him who
came again from the dead, so that we might give fruit to God. 5 For when we were in the
flesh, the evil passionswhich came into being through the lawwereworking in our bodies
to give the fruit of death. 6 But now we are free from the law, having been made dead to
that which had power over us; so that we are servants in the new way of the spirit, not in
the old way of the letter. 7What then is to be said? is the law sin? in no way. But I would
not have had knowledge of sin but for the law: for I would not have been conscious of
desire if the law had not said, You may not have a desire for what is another's. 8 But sin,
taking its chance through that which was ordered by the law, was working in me every
form of desire: because without the law sin is dead. 9 And there was a time when I was
living without the law: but when the law gave its orders, sin came to life and put me to
death; 10And Imade the discovery that the lawwhose purposewas to give life had become
a cause of death: 11For Iwas tricked and put to death by sin, which took its chance through
the law. 12But the law is holy, and its orders are holy, upright, and good. 13Was then that
which is good, death tome? In noway. But the purposewas that sinmight be seen to be sin
by working death to me through that which is good; so that through the orders of the law
sin might seem much more evil. 14 For we are conscious that the law is of the spirit; but I
am of the flesh, given into the power of sin. 15And I have no clear knowledge of what I am
doing, for thatwhich I have amind to do, I do not, butwhat I have hate for, that I do. 16But,
if I do thatwhich I have nomind to do, I am in agreementwith the law that the law is good.
17 So it is no longer I who do it, but the sin living in me. 18 For I am conscious that in me,
that is, in my flesh, there is nothing good: I have the mind but not the power to do what is
right. 19For the goodwhich I have amind to do, I do not: but the evil which I have nomind
to do, that I do. 20But if I do what I have no mind to do, it is no longer I who do it, but the
sin living in me. 21 So I see a law that, though I have a mind to do good, evil is present in
me. 22 In my heart I take pleasure in the law of God, 23 But I see another law in my body,
working against the law of my mind, and making me the servant of the law of sin which
is in my flesh. 24How unhappy am I! who will make me free from the body of this death?
25 I give praise to God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Sowithmymind I am a servant to the
law of God, but withmy flesh to the law of sin.

8
1For this cause those who are in Christ Jesus will not be judged as sinners. 2For the law

of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death. 3 For
what the law was not able to do because it was feeble through the flesh, God, sending his
Son in the image of the evil flesh, and as an offering for sin, gave his decision against sin
in the flesh: 4So that what was ordered by the lawmight be done in us, who are living, not
in the way of the flesh, but in the way of the Spirit. 5 For those who are living in the way
of the flesh give their minds to the things of the flesh, but those who go in the way of the
Spirit, to the things of the Spirit. 6 For the mind of the flesh is death, but the mind of the
Spirit is life and peace: 7 Because the mind of the flesh is opposite to God; it is not under
the law of God, and is not able to be: 8 So that those who are in the flesh are not able to
give pleasure to God. 9 You are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if the Spirit of God is in
you. But if any man has not the Spirit of Christ he is not one of his. 10 And if Christ is in
you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11But if
the Spirit of himwhomade Jesus come again from the dead is in you, he whomade Christ
Jesus come again from the dead will in the same way, through his Spirit which is in you,
give life to your bodies which now are under the power of death. 12 So then, my brothers,
we are in debt, not to the flesh to be living in the way of the flesh: 13 For if you go in the
way of the flesh, death will come on you; but if by the Spirit you put to death the works of
the body, you will have life. 14And all those who are guided by the Spirit of God are sons
of God. 15 For you did not get the spirit of servants again to put you in fear, but the spirit
of sons was given to you, by which we say, Abba, Father. 16 The Spirit is witness with our
spirit that we are children of God: 17And if we are children, we have a right to a part in the
heritage; a part in the things of God, together with Christ; so that if we have a part in his
pain, wewill in the sameway have a part in his glory. 18 I am of the opinion that there is no
comparison between the pain of this present time and the glory which we will see in the
future. 19For the strong desire of every living thing iswaiting for the revelation of the sons



Romans 8:20 771 Romans 9:25

of God. 20 For every living thing was put under the power of change, not by its desire, but
by him who made it so, in hope 21 That all living things will be made free from the power
of death andwill have a part with the free children of God in glory. 22Forwe are conscious
that all living things are weeping and sorrowing in pain together till now. 23And not only
so, butwewhohave thefirst fruits of the Spirit, evenwehave sorrow inourminds,waiting
for the time whenwewill take our place as sons, that is, the salvation of our bodies. 24For
our salvation is by hope: but hopewhich is seen is not hope: forwho is hoping forwhat he
sees? 25But ifwe have hope for thatwhichwe see not, thenwewill be able to go onwaiting
for it. 26And in the same way the Spirit is a help to our feeble hearts: for we are not able
to make prayer to God in the right way; but the Spirit puts our desires into words which
are not in our power to say; 27And he who is the searcher of hearts has knowledge of the
mind of the Spirit, because he ismaking prayers for the saints in agreementwith themind
of God. 28Andwe are conscious that all things are working together for good to those who
have love for God, and have been marked out by his purpose. 29 Because those of whom
he had knowledge before they came into existence, were marked out by him to be made
like his Son, so that hemight be the first among a band of brothers: 30And thosewhowere
marked out by him were named; and those who were named were given righteousness;
and to those to whom he gave righteousness, in the same way he gave glory. 31What may
we say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32Hewho did not keep back
his only Son, but gavehimup forusall,will henotwithhimfreely giveusall things? 33Who
will say anything against the saints of God? It is Godwhomakes us clear from evil; 34Who
will give a decision against us? It is Christ Jesus who not only was put to death, but came
again from thedead,who is nowat the right handofGod, taking ourpart. 35Whowill come
between us and the love of Christ? Will trouble, or pain, or cruel acts, or the need of food
or of clothing, or danger, or the sword? 36As it is said in the holyWritings, Because of you
we are put to death every day; we are like sheep ready for destruction. 37But we are able
to overcome all these things andmore through his love. 38For I am certain that not death,
or life, or angels, or rulers, or things present, or things to come, or powers, 39Or things on
high, or things under the earth, or anything which is made, will be able to come between
us and the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

9
1 I say what is true in Christ, and not what is false, my mind giving witness with me in

theHoly Spirit, 2That I am full of sorrow and painwithout end. 3For I have a desire to take
onmyself the curse formy brothers, my family in the flesh: 4Who are Israelites: who have
the place of sons, and the glory, and the agreements with God, and the giving of the law,
and theworship, and the hope offered byGod: 5Whose are the fathers, and ofwhomcame
Christ in the flesh, who is over all, God, to whombe blessing for ever. So be it. 6But it is not
as if theword of Godwaswithout effect. For they are not all Israel, who are of Israel: 7And
they are not all children because they are the seed of Abraham; but, In Isaacwill your seed
benamed. 8That is, it is not the children of the flesh, but the children of God's undertaking,
who are named as the seed. 9 For this is the word of God's undertaking, At this time will I
come, andSarahwill havea son. 10Andnot only so, butRebeccabeingabout tohavea child
by our father Isaac— 11Before the children had come into existence, or had done anything
good or bad, in order that God's purpose and his selectionmight be effected, not byworks,
but by him whose purpose it is, 12 It was said to her, The older will be the servant of the
younger. 13Even as it is said, I had love for Jacob, but for Esau I had hate. 14What may we
say then? is God not upright? let it not be said. 15 For he says to Moses, I will have mercy
on whom I will have mercy, and pity on whom I will have pity. 16 So then, it is not by the
desire or by the attempt of man, but by the mercy of God. 17 For the holy Writings say to
Pharaoh, For this same purpose did I put you on high, so that I mightmakemy power seen
in you, and that theremight be knowledge of my name through all the earth. 18So then, at
his pleasure he has mercy on a man, and at his pleasure he makes the heart hard. 19 But
you will say to me, Why does he still make us responsible? who is able to go against his
purpose? 20But, Oman, who are you, tomake answer against God? May the thingwhich is
made say to himwhomade it,Whydid youmakeme so? 21Orhasnot the potter the right to
makeout of onepart of his earth avessel forhonour, andout of another avessel for shame?
22What if God, desiring to let his wrath and his power be seen, for a long time put up with
the vessels of wrath which were ready for destruction: 23And to make clear the wealth of
his glory to vessels of mercy, which he had before made ready for glory, 24 Even us, who
were marked out by him, not only from the Jews, but from the Gentiles? 25As he says in
Hosea, Theywill be namedmy people whowere notmy people, and shewill be lovedwho
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was not loved. 26And in the place where it was said to them, You are not my people, there
they will be named the sons of the living God. 27And Isaiah says about Israel, Even if the
numberof the childrenof Israel is as the sandof the sea, only a small partwill get salvation:
28 For the Lord will give effect to his word on the earth, putting an end to it and cutting it
short. 29And, as Isaiah had said before, If the Lord of armies had not given us a seed, we
would have been like Sodom and Gomorrah. 30What then may we say? That the nations
who did not go after righteousness have got righteousness, even the righteousness which
is of faith: 31But Israel, going after a law of righteousness, did not get it. 32Why? Because
theywerenot searching for it by faith, but byworks. They cameupagainst the stonewhich
was in the way; 33As it is said, See, I am putting in Zion a stone causing a fall, and a rock in
the way: but he who has faith in himwill not be put to shame.

10
1 Brothers, my heart's desire and my prayer to God for them is, that they may get

salvation. 2For I give witness of them that they have a strong desire for God, but not with
knowledge. 3Because, not having knowledge of God's righteousness, and desiring to give
effect to their righteousness, theyhavenot put themselves under the righteousness ofGod.
4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who has faith. 5 For Moses
says that themanwhodoes the righteousnesswhich is of the lawwill get life by it. 6But the
righteousness which is of faith says these words, Say not in your heart, Who will go up to
heaven? (that is, to make Christ come down:) 7Or, Who will go down into the deep? (that
is, tomake Christ come again from the dead:) 8Butwhat does it say? Theword is near you,
in your mouth and in your heart: that is, the word of faith of which we are the preachers:
9Because, if you say with your mouth that Jesus is Lord, and have faith in your heart that
God hasmade him come back from the dead, youwill have salvation: 10Forwith the heart
man has faith to get righteousness, and with the mouth he says that Jesus is Lord to get
salvation. 11 Because it is said in the holy Writings, Whoever has faith in him will not be
shamed. 12And the Jew is not different from the Greek: for there is the same Lord of all,
who is good to all who have hope in his name: 13 Because, Whoever will give worship to
the name of the Lord will get salvation. 14But howwill they give worship to him in whom
they have no faith? and howwill they have faith in him ofwhom they have not had news?
and how will they have news without a preacher? 15And how will there be preachers if
they are not sent? As it is said, How beautiful are the feet of those who give the glad news
of good things. 16But they have not all given ear to the good news. For Isaiah says, Lord,
who has had faith in our word? 17 So faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of
Christ. 18 But I say, Did not the word come to their ears? Yes, certainly: Their sound has
gone out into all the earth, and their words to the ends of theworld. 19But I say, Had Israel
no knowledge? First Moses says, You will be moved to envy by that which is not a nation,
and by a foolish people I will make you angry. 20And Isaiah says without fear, Those who
were not searching for me made discovery of me; and I was seen by those whose hearts
were turned away from me. 21 But about Israel he says; All the day my hands have been
stretched out to a peoplewhose heartswere turned away, andwho put themselves against
myword.

11
1 So I say, Has God put his people on one side? Let there be no such thought. For I am of

Israel, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 2God has not put away the people
ofhis selection. Orhaveyounoknowledgeofwhat is saidaboutElijah in theholyWritings?
how he sayswords to God against Israel, 3Lord, they have put your prophets to death, and
madewaste your altars, and now I am the last, and they are searching forme to take away
my life. 4But what answer does Godmake to him? I have still seven thousandmenwhose
kneeshavenotbeenbent toBaal. 5 In the sameway, thereareat thispresent timesomewho
aremarked out by the selection of grace. 6But if it is of grace, then it is no longer of works:
or grace would not be grace. 7What then? That which Israel was searching for he did not
get, but those of the selection got it and the restweremade hard. 8As itwas said in the holy
Writings, God gave them a spirit of sleep, eyes which might not see, and ears which have
no hearing, to this day. 9 And David says, Let their table be made a net for taking them,
and a stone in their way, and a punishment: 10 Let their eyes be made dark so that they
may not see, and let their back be bent down at all times. 11So I say,Were their stepsmade
hard in order that they might have a fall? In no way: but by their fall salvation has come
to the Gentiles, so that theymight bemoved to envy. 12Now, if their fall is thewealth of the
world, and their loss the wealth of the Gentiles, howmuch greater will be the glory when
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they aremade full? 13But I say to you, Gentiles, in so far as I am the Apostle of the Gentiles,
I make much of my position: 14 If in any way those who are of my flesh may be moved to
envy, so that some of themmay get salvation byme. 15For, if by their putting away, the rest
of men have been made friends with God, what will their coming back again be, but life
from the dead? 16And if the first-fruit is holy, so is the mass: and if the root is holy, so are
the branches. 17But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, an olive-tree of the
fields, were put in among them, and were given a part with them in the root by which the
olive-tree is made fertile, 18Do not be uplifted in pride over the branches: because it is not
youwho are the support of the root, but it is by the root that you are supported. 19Youwill
say, Branches were broken off so that I might be put in. 20Truly, because they had no faith
they were broken off, and you have your place by reason of your faith. Do not be lifted up
in pride, but have fear; 21 For, if God did not have mercy on the natural branches, he will
not have mercy on you. 22 See then that God is good but his rules are fixed: to those who
were put away hewas hard, but to you he has been good, on the condition that you keep in
his mercy; if not, you will be cut off as they were. 23And they, if they do not go on without
faith, will be united to the tree again, because God is able to put them in again. 24For if you
were cut out of a field olive-tree, and against the natural use were united to a good olive-
tree, howmuchmore will these, the natural branches, be united again with the olive-tree
which was theirs? 25 For it is my desire, brothers, that this secret may be clear to you, so
that youmaynot have pride in your knowledge, that Israel has beenmade hard in part, till
all the Gentiles have come in; 26And so all Israel will get salvation: as it is said in the holy
Writings, There will come out of Zion the One who makes free; by him wrongdoing will
be taken away from Jacob: 27And this is my agreement with them, when I will take away
their sins. 28As far as the good news is in question, they are cut off from God on account
of you, but as far as the selection is in question, they are loved on account of the fathers.
29Because God's selection and his mercies may not be changed. 30For as you, in time past,
were not under the rule of God, but now have got mercy through their turning away, 31 So
in the same way these have gone against the orders of God, so that by the mercy given to
you they may now get mercy. 32 For God has let them all go against his orders, so that he
might have mercy on them all. 33O how deep is the wealth of the wisdom and knowledge
ofGod! noone is able tomakediscovery of his decisions, andhiswaysmaynot be searched
out. 34Whohas knowledge of themind of the Lord? orwhohas takenpart in his purposes?
35Or who has first given to him, and it will be given back to him again? 36 For of him, and
through him, and to him, are all things. To him be the glory for ever. So be it.

12
1 For this reason I make request to you, brothers, by the mercies of God, that you will

give your bodies as a living offering, holy, pleasing to God, which is the worship it is right
for you to give him. 2And let not your behaviour be like that of this world, but be changed
and made new in mind, so that by experience you may have knowledge of the good and
pleasing and complete purpose of God. 3 But I say to every one of you, through the grace
given tome, not to have an over-high opinion of himself, but to havewise thoughts, as God
has given to every one ameasure of faith. 4For, as we have a number of parts in one body,
but all the parts have not the same use, 5 So we, though we are a number of persons, are
one body in Christ, and are dependent on one another; 6And having different qualities by
reason of the grace given to us, such as the quality of a prophet, let it be made use of in
relation to the measure of our faith; 7Or the position of a Deacon of the church, let a man
give himself to it; or hewho has the power of teaching, let himmake use of it; 8Hewho has
the power of comforting, let him do so; he who gives, let him give freely; he who has the
powerof ruling, let himdo itwith a seriousmind; hewhohasmercyonothers, let it bewith
joy. 9Let love bewithout deceit. Be haters of what is evil; keep yourminds fixed onwhat is
good. 10Be kind to one another with a brother's love, putting others before yourselves in
honour; 11Be not slow in your work, but be quick in spirit, as the Lord's servants; 12Being
glad inhope, quiet in trouble, at all timesgiven toprayer, 13Giving to theneedsof the saints,
ready to take people into your houses. 14 Give blessing and not curses to those who are
cruel to you. 15Take part in the joy of those who are glad, and in the grief of those who are
sorrowing. 16Be in harmony with one another. Do not have a high opinion of yourselves,
but be in agreement with common people. Do not give yourselves an air of wisdom. 17Do
not give evil for evil to any man. Let all your business be well ordered in the eyes of all
men. 18As far as it is possible for you be at peace with all men. 19Do not give punishment
forwrongs done to you, dear brothers, but giveway to thewrath of God; for it is said in the
holyWritings, Punishment is mine, I will give reward, says the Lord. 20But if one who has
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hate for you is in need of food or of drink, give it to him, for in so doing you will put coals
of fire on his head. 21Do not let evil overcome you, but overcome evil by good.

13
1Let everyone put himself under the authority of the higher powers, because there is no

powerwhich isnotofGod, andall powersareorderedbyGod. 2Forwhichreasoneveryone
who puts himself against the authority puts himself against the order of God: and those
who are against it will get punishment for themselves. 3 For rulers are not a cause of fear
to the goodworkbut to the evil. If youwouldhaveno fear of the authority, do goodandyou
will have praise; 4For he is the servant of God to you for good. But if you do evil, have fear;
for the sword is not in his hand for nothing: he is God's servant, making God's punishment
come on the evil-doer. 5 So put yourselves under the authority, not for fear of wrath, but
because you have the knowledge of what is right. 6For the same reason, make payment of
taxes; because the authority is God's servant, to take care of such things at all times. 7Give
to allwhat is their right: taxes to himwhose they are, payment to himwhose right it is, fear
to whom fear, honour to whom honour is to be given. 8Be in debt for nothing, but to have
love for one another: for hewho has love for his neighbour has kept all the law. 9And this,
Do not be untrue inmarried life, Do not put to death, Do not take what is another's, Do not
have desire forwhat is another's, and if there is any other order, it is covered by this word,
Have love for your neighbour as for yourself. 10 Love does no wrong to his neighbour, so
lovemakes the law complete. 11 See then that the time has come for you to be awake from
sleep: for now is your salvation nearer than when you first had faith. 12 The night is far
gone, and the day is near: so let us put off the works of the dark, arming ourselves with
light, 13With right behaviour as in the day; not in pleasure-making and drinking, not in
bad company and unclean behaviour, not in fighting and envy. 14But put on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and do not give thought to the flesh to do its desires.

14
1Do not put on one side him who is feeble in faith, and do not put him in doubt by your

reasonings. 2One man has faith to take all things as food: another who is feeble in faith
takes only green food. 3 Let not him who takes food have a low opinion of him who does
not: and let not him who does not take food be a judge of him who does; for he has God's
approval. 4Who are you to make yourself a judge of another man's servant? it is to his
master that he is responsible for good or bad. Yes, his place will be safe, because the Lord
is able to keep him from falling. 5This man puts one day before another: to that man they
are the same. Let everyman be certain in his mind. 6Hewho keeps the day, keeps it to the
Lord; and hewho takes food, takes it as to the Lord, for he gives praise to God; and hewho
does not take food, to the Lord he takes it not, and gives praise toGod. 7For everyman's life
and every man's death has a relation to others as well as to himself. 8As long as we have
life we are living to the Lord; or if we give up our life it is to the Lord; so if we are living,
or if our life comes to an end, we are the Lord's. 9 And for this purpose Christ went into
death and came back again, that he might be the Lord of the dead and of the living. 10But
you, why do you make yourself your brother's judge? or again, why have you no respect
for your brother? becausewewill all have to take our place before God as our judge. 11For
it is said in the holyWritings, By my life, says the Lord, to me every knee will be bent, and
every tongue will give worship to God. 12 So every one of us will have to give an account
of himself to God. 13 Then let us not be judges of one another any longer: but keep this in
mind, that no man is to make it hard for his brother, or give him cause for doubting. 14 I
am conscious of this, and am certain in the Lord Jesus, that nothing is unclean in itself; but
for the man in whose opinion it is unclean, for him it is unclean. 15And if because of food
your brother is troubled, then you are no longer going on in the way of love. Do not let
your food be destruction to him for whom Christ went into death. 16Let it not be possible
for men to say evil about your good: 17 For the kingdom of God is not food and drink, but
righteousness and peace and joy in theHoly Spirit. 18Andhewho in these things is Christ's
servant, is pleasing toGod andhas the approval ofmen. 19So then, let us go after the things
whichmake peace, and the things by which wemay be a help to one another. 20Do not let
the work of God come to nothing on account of food. All things are certainly clean; but it
is evil for that man who by taking food makes it hard for another. 21 It is better not to take
meat or wine or to do anything which might be a cause of trouble to your brother. 22 The
faith which you have, have it to yourself before God. Happy is the man who is not judged
by that to which he gives approval. 23 But he who is in doubt is judged if he takes food,
because he does it not in faith; and whatever is not of faith is sin.
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15
1Wewhoare stronghave tobea support to the feeble, andnot givepleasure to ourselves.

2Let every one of us give pleasure to his neighbour for his good, to make him strong. 3For
Christ did not give pleasure to himself, but, as it is said, The bitterwords of thosewhowere
angry with you came on me. 4Now those things which were put down in writing before
our time were for our learning, so that through quiet waiting and through the comfort of
the holyWritingswemight have hope. 5Nowmay theGodwho gives comfort and strength
inwaitingmake you of the samemindwith one another in harmonywith Christ Jesus: 6So
that with one mouth you may give glory to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
7So then, take one another to your hearts, as Christ took us, to the glory of God. 8Now I say
that Christ has been made a servant of the circumcision to give effect to the undertakings
given byGod to the fathers, 9And so that theGentilesmight give glory toGod for hismercy;
as it is said, For this reason I will give praise to you among the Gentiles, and I will make a
song to your name. 10And again he says, Take part, you Gentiles, in the joy of his people.
11And again, Give praise to the Lord, all you Gentiles; and let all the nations give praise to
him. 12And again Isaiah says, There will be the root of Jesse, and he who comes to be the
ruler over theGentiles; in himwill theGentiles put their hope. 13Nowmay theGod of hope
make you full of joy and peace through faith, so that all hope may be yours in the power
of the Holy Spirit. 14 And I myself am certain of you, brothers, that you are full of what
is good, complete in all knowledge, able to give direction to one another. 15But I have, in
somemeasure, less fear in writing to you to put these things before you again, because of
the grace which was given to me by God, 16 To be a servant of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles,
doing thework of a priest in the goodnewsofGod, so that the offering of theGentilesmight
be pleasing to God, beingmade holy by the Holy Spirit. 17 So I have pride in Christ Jesus in
the things which are God's. 18 And I will keep myself from talking of anything but those
things which Christ has done by me to put the Gentiles under his rule in word and in act,
19By signs andwonders, in the power of theHoly Spirit; so that from Jerusalem and round
about as far as Illyricum I have given all the good news of Christ; 20Making it my purpose
not to take the good news where Christ was named, so that my work might not be resting
on that of others; 21But as it is said in the holy Writings, They will see, to whom the news
of him had not been given, and those to whose ears it had not come will have knowledge.
22Forwhich reason Iwas frequently kept fromcoming to you: 23Butnow, havingno longer
anyplace in theseparts andhavinghad for anumberof years a great desire to come to you,
24Whenever I go to Spain (for it ismyhope to see you onmyway, and to be sent on there by
you, if first I may in somemeasure have been comforted by your company)— 25But now I
go to Jerusalem, taking help for the saints. 26 For it has been the good pleasure of those of
Macedonia and Achaia to send a certain amount of money for the poor among the saints
at Jerusalem. 27 Yes, it has been their good pleasure; and they are in their debt. For if the
Gentiles have had a part in the things of the Spirit whichwere theirs, it is right for them, in
the sameway, to give them help in the things of the flesh. 28 So when I have done this, and
have given them this fruit of love, I will go on by you into Spain. 29And I am certain that
when I come, I will be full of the blessing of Christ. 30Now Imake request to you, brothers,
by our Lord Jesus Christ, and by the love of the Spirit, that you will be working together
with me in your prayers to God for me; 31 So that I may be kept safe from those in Judaea
who have not put themselves under the rule of God, and that the help which I am taking
for Jerusalemmay be pleasing to the saints; 32So that I may come to you in joy by the good
pleasure of God, and have rest with you. 33Nowmay the God of peace be with you all. So
be it.

16
1 It is my desire to say a good word for Phoebe, who is a servant of the church in

Cenchreae: 2 That you will take her in kindly, after the way of the saints, as one who is
the Lord's, and give her help in anything in which she may have need of you: because
she has been a help to a great number and to myself. 3Give my love to Prisca and Aquila,
workers with me in Christ Jesus, 4Who for my life put their necks in danger; to whom not
only I but all the churches of the Gentiles are in debt: 5And say a kind word to the church
which is in their house. Givemy love tomy dear Epaenetus, who is the first fruit of Asia to
Christ. 6Give my love to Mary, who gave much care to you. 7Give my love to Andronicus
and Junia, my relations, who were in prison with me, who are noted among the Apostles,
and who were in Christ before me. 8Give my love to Ampliatus, who is dear to me in the
Lord, 9Givemy love to Urbanus, aworker in Christwith us, and tomydear Stachys. 10Give
my love to Apelles, who has the approval of Christ. Say a kind word to those who are of
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the house of Aristobulus. 11 Give my love to Herodion, my relation. Say a kind word to
those of the house of Narcissus, who are in the Lord. 12 Give my love to Tryphaena and
Tryphosa, workers in the Lord. Givemy love tomy dear Persis, who didmuchwork in the
Lord. 13 Give my love to Rufus, one of the Lord's selection, and to his mother and mine.
14Give my love to Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas, and the brothers who
arewith them. 15Givemy love to Philologus and Julia, Nereus and his sister, and Olympas,
and all the saints who are with them. 16Give one another a holy kiss. All the churches of
Christ send their love to you. 17Now, it is my desire, brothers, that you will take note of
those who are causing division and trouble among you, quite against the teaching which
was given to you: and keep away from them. 18 For such people are not servants of the
Lord Christ, but of their stomachs; and by their smooth and well-said words the hearts of
those who have no knowledge of evil are tricked. 19 For all have knowledge of how you
do what you are ordered. For this reason I have joy in you, but it is my desire that you
may be wise in what is good, and without knowledge of evil. 20And the God of peace will
be crushing Satan under your feet before long. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with
you. 21Timothy, who isworkingwithme, sends his love to you, so do Lucius and Jason and
Sosipater, my relations. 22 I, Tertius, who have done the writing of this letter, send love in
the Lord. 23Gaius, withwhom I am living, whose house is open to all the church, sends his
love, so does Erastus, the manager of the accounts of the town, and Quartus, the brother.
24 [] 25Now to himwho is able tomake you strong in agreement with the good newswhich
I gave you and the preaching of Jesus Christ, in the light of the revelation of that secret
which has been kept through times eternal, 26But is nowmade clear; and by the writings
of theprophets, by theorderof the eternalGod, theknowledgeof it hasbeengiven toall the
nations, so that theymay come under the rule of the faith; 27To the onlywise God, through
Jesus Christ, be the glory for ever. So be it.
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Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians
1 Paul, an Apostle of Jesus Christ by the purpose of God, and Sosthenes the brother, 2 To

the church of God which is in Corinth, to those who have been made holy in Christ Jesus,
saints by the selection of God, with all thosewho in every place give honour to the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours: 3Grace to you and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4 I give praise tomyGod for you at all times, because of the grace
of God which has been given to you in Christ Jesus; 5 So that in him you have wealth in all
things, inword and in knowledge of every sort; 6Even as thewitness of the Christ has been
made certain among you: 7 So that having every grace you are living in the hope of the
revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ; 8Whowill give you strength to the end, to be free from
all sin in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is true, throughwhomyouhave been given
a partwith his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 10Now Imake request to you,mybrothers, in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you will all say the same thing, and that there may be
no divisions among you, so that youmay be in complete agreement, in the samemind and
in the same opinion. 11Because it has come to my knowledge, through those of the house
of Chloe, that there are divisions among you,my brothers. 12That is, that some of you say, I
amof Paul; some say, I amof Apollos; some say, I amof Cephas; and some say, I amChrist's.
13 Is there a division in Christ? was Paul nailed to the cross for you? or were you given
baptism in the name of Paul? 14 I give praise to God that not one of you had baptism from
me, but Crispus and Gaius; 15 So that no one may be able to say that you had baptism in
my name. 16And I gave baptism to the house of Stephanas; but I am not certain that any
othershadbaptism fromme. 17ForChrist sentme, not to givebaptism, but to be apreacher
of the goodnews: notwithwisewords, for fear that the cross of Christmight bemade of no
value. 18For thewordof the cross seems foolish to thosewhoare on theway todestruction;
but to us who are on the way to salvation it is the power of God. 19 As it says in the holy
Writings, I will put an end to the wisdom of the wise, and will put on one side the designs
of those who have knowledge. 20Where is the wise? where is he who has knowledge of
the law? where is the man of this world who has a love of discussion? has not God made
foolish the wisdom of this world? 21 For because, by the purpose of God, the world, with
all its wisdom, had not the knowledge of God, it was God's pleasure, by so foolish a thing
as preaching, to give salvation to those who had faith in him. 22 Seeing that the Jewsmake
request for signs, and the Greeks are looking for knowledge: 23But we give the good news
of Christ on the cross, a hard thing to the Jews, and a foolish thing to the Gentiles; 24 But
to those of God's selection, Jews and Greeks, Christ is the power and the wisdom of God.
25Because what seems foolish in God is wiser than men; and what seems feeble in God is
stronger thanmen. 26For you see God's design for you, my brothers, that he has not taken
a great number of the wise after the flesh, not the strong, not the noble: 27But God made
selection of the foolish things of this world so that hemight put thewise to shame; and the
feeble things that hemight put to shame the strong; 28And the low things of theworld, and
the things without honour, did God make selection of, yes, even the things which are not,
so that hemightmake as nothing the thingswhich are: 29So that no fleshmight have glory
before God. 30But God has given you a place in Christ Jesus, throughwhomGod has given
uswisdomand righteousness and salvation, andmade us holy: 31So that, as it is said in the
holyWritings, Whoever has a desire for glory, let his glory be in the Lord.

2
1And when I came to you, my brothers, I did not come with wise words of knowledge,

putting before you the secret of God. 2 For I had made the decision to have knowledge of
nothing among you but only of Jesus Christ on the cross. 3 And I was with you without
strength, in fear and in doubt. 4 And in my preaching there were no honeyed words of
wisdom, but I was dependent on the power of the Spirit to make it clear to you: 5 So that
your faithmight be basednot onman'swisdombut on the power of God. 6But stillwehave
wisdom for those who are complete in knowledge, though not the wisdom of this world,
and not of the rulers of this world, who are coming to nothing: 7But we give the news of
the secretwisdomofGod,whichhehad kept in store before theworld came into existence,
for our glory; 8Ofwhich not one of the rulers of this world had knowledge: for if they had,
theywould not have put the Lord of glory on the cross: 9But as it says in the holyWritings,
Thingswhich the eye sawnot, andwhich hadnot come to the ears or into the heart ofman,
such things asGodhasmade ready for thosewhohave love forhim. 10ButGodhas givenus
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the revelation of these things through his Spirit, for the Spirit makes search into all things,
even the deep things of God. 11Forwho has knowledge of the things of aman but the spirit
of the man which is in him? in the same way, no one has knowledge of the things of God
but the Spirit of God. 12But we have not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which comes
fromGod, so thatwemayhaveknowledgeof the thingswhichare freely given tousbyGod.
13And these are the thingswhichwe say, not in the languageofman'swisdom, but inwords
given to us by the Spirit, judging the things of the spirit by the help of the Spirit. 14For the
natural man is not able to take in the things of the Spirit of God: for they seem foolish to
him, and he is not able to have knowledge of them, because such knowledge comes only
through the Spirit. 15But hewho has the Spirit, though judging all things, is himself judged
by no one. 16 For who has knowledge of the mind of the Lord, so as to be his teacher? But
we have themind of Christ.

3
1And the teaching I gave you, my brothers, was such as I was able to give, not to those

who have the Spirit, but to those who are still in the flesh, even to children in Christ. 2 I
gave you milk and not meat, because you were, then, unable to take it, and even now you
are not able; 3Because you are still in the flesh: forwhen there is envy and division among
you, are you not still walking after the way of the flesh, even as natural men? 4 For when
one says, I am of Paul; and another says, I am of Apollos; are you not talking like natural
men? 5What then is Apollos? and what is Paul? They are but servants who gave you the
good news as God gave it to them. 6 I did the planting, Apollos did the watering, but God
gave the increase. 7So then the planter is nothing, and thewaterer is nothing; butGodwho
gives the increase. 8Now the planter and the waterer are working for the same end: but
they will have their separate rewards in the measure of their work. 9 For we are workers
with God: you are God's planting, God's building. 10 In the measure of the grace given to
me, I, as awisemaster-builder, have put the base in position, and another goes on building
on it. But let every man take care what he puts on it. 11 For there is no other base for the
building but that which has been put down, which is Jesus Christ. 12But on the base aman
may put gold, silver, stones of great price, wood, dry grass, cut stems; 13Every man's work
will bemade clear in that day, because it will be tested by fire; and the fire itself will make
clear the quality of everyman's work. 14 If anyman's work comes through the test, he will
have a reward. 15 If the fire puts an end to anyman'swork, it will be his loss: but hewill get
salvation himself, though as by fire. 16Do you not see that you are God's holy house, and
that the Spirit of God has his place in you? 17 If anyone makes the house of God unclean,
God will put an end to him; for the house of God is holy, and you are his house. 18 Let no
man have a false idea. If anyman seems to himself to be wise among you, let him become
foolish, so that he may be wise. 19 For the wisdom of this world is foolish before God. As
it is said in the holy Writings, He who takes the wise in their secret designs: 20And again,
The Lord has knowledge of the reasonings of the wise, that they are nothing. 21 So let no
one take pride inmen. For all things are yours; 22Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or theworld,
or life, or death, or things present, or things to come; all are yours; 23And you are Christ's;
and Christ is God's.

4
1Let us be judged as servants of Christ, and as those who are responsible for the secret

things of God. 2And it is right for such servants to be safe persons. 3But it is a small thing
to me that I am judged by you or by man's judging; I am not even a judge of myself. 4 For
I am not conscious of any wrong in myself; but this does not make me clear, for it is the
Lordwho ismy judge. 5For this reason let there be no judging before the time, till the Lord
comes, whowill make clear the secret things of the dark, and the designs of the heart; and
then will every man have his praise from God. 6My brothers, it is because of you that I
have taken Apollos andmyself as examples of these things, so that in us youmight see that
it is not wise to go farther than what is in the holy Writings, so that no one of you may be
lifted up against his brother. 7For who made you better than your brother? or what have
you that has not been given to you? but if it has been given to you, what cause have you for
pride, as if it had not been given to you? 8 For even now you are full, even now you have
wealth, you have been made kings without us: truly, I would be glad if you were kings,
so that we might be kings with you. 9 For it seems to me that God has put us the Apostles
last of all, as men whose fate is death: for we are put on view to the world, and to angels,
and to men. 10We are made to seem foolish for Christ, but you are wise in Christ; we are
feeble, but you are strong; you have glory, but we have shame. 11Even to this hour we are
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without food, drink, and clothing, we are given blows and have no certain resting-place;
12Andwith our handswedo the hardestwork: when they give us curseswe give blessings,
whenwe undergo punishment we take it quietly; 13When evil things are said about us we
give gentle answers: we are made as the unclean things of the world, as that for which no
one has any use, even till now. 14 I am not saying these things to put you to shame, but so
that, as my dear children, you may see what is right. 15 For even if you had ten thousand
teachers in Christ, you have notmore than one father: for in Christ Jesus I have given birth
to you through the good news. 16 So my desire is that you take me as your example. 17For
this cause I have sent Timothy to you, who is my dear and true child in the Lord; he will
make clear to you my ways in Christ, even as I am teaching everywhere in every church.
18Now some are full of pride, as if I was not coming to you. 19 But I will come to you in a
short time, if it is pleasing to the Lord, and I will take note, not of the word of those who
are full of pride, but of the power. 20 For the kingdom of God is not in word but in power.
21What is your desire? is my coming to be with punishment, or is it to be in love and a
gentle spirit?

5
1 It is said, in fact, that there is among you a sin of the flesh, such as is not seen even

among the Gentiles, that one of you has his father's wife. 2And in place of feeling sorrow,
you are pleasedwith yourselves, so that hewhohas done this thing has not been sent away
from among you. 3 For I myself, being present in spirit though not in body, have come
to a decision about him who has done this thing; 4 In the name of our Lord Jesus, when
you have come together with my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus, 5That this man
is to be handed over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may have
forgiveness in the day of the Lord Jesus. 6 This pride of yours is not good. Do you not see
that a little leaven makes a change in all the mass? 7 Take away, then, the old leaven, so
that you may be a new mass, even as you are without leaven. For Christ has been put to
death as our Passover. 8 Let us then keep the feast, not with old leaven, and not with the
leaven of evil thoughts and acts, but with the unleavened bread of true thoughts and right
feelings. 9 In my letter I said to you that you were not to keep company with those who
go after the desires of the flesh; 10 But I had not in mind the sinners who are outside the
church, or those who have a desire for and take the property of others, or those who give
worship to images; for it is not possible to keep away from such people without going out
of the world completely: 11 But the sense of my letter was that if a brother had the name
of being one who went after the desires of the flesh, or had the desire for other people's
property, orwas in theway of using violent language, or being theworse for drink, or took
by force what was not his, youmight not keep companywith such a one, or take foodwith
him. 12 For it is no business of mine to be judging those who are outside; but it is yours to
be judging those who are among you; 13As for those who are outside, God is their judge.
So put away the evil man from among you.

6
1How is it, that if any one of you has a cause at law against another, he takes it before a

Gentile judgeandnotbefore the saints? 2 Is it not certain that the saintswill be the judges of
theworld? if then theworldwill be judged by you, are you unable to give a decision about
the smallest things? 3 Is it not certain that we are to be the judges of angels? how much
more then of the things of this life? 4 If then there are questions to be judged in connection
with the things of this life, whydo youput them in the hands of thosewhohave no position
in the church? 5 I say this to put you to shame. Is there not among you one wise man who
maybe able to give a decision betweenhis brothers? 6But a brotherwhohas a cause at law
against another takes it before Gentile judges. 7More than this, it is not to your credit to
have causes at lawwith one another at all. Why not put up with wrong? why not undergo
loss? 8 So far from doing this, you yourselves do wrong and take your brothers' property.
9Have you not knowledge that evil-doers will have no part in the kingdom of God? Have
no false ideas about this: no one who goes after the desires of the flesh, or gives worship
to images, or is untrue whenmarried, or is less than aman, or makes a wrong use of men,
10Or is a thief, or the worse for drink, or makes use of strong language, or takes by force
what is not his, will have any part in the kingdom of God. 11And such were some of you;
but you have been washed, you have beenmade holy, you have been given righteousness
in thenameof the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of ourGod. 12 I am free to do all things;
but not all things are wise. I am free to do all things; but I will not let myself come under
the power of any. 13Food is for the stomach and the stomach for food, and Godwill put an
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end to them together. But the body is not for the desires of the flesh, but for the Lord; and
the Lord for the body: 14And God whomade the Lord Jesus come back from the dead will
do the same for us by his power. 15Do you not see that your bodies are part of the body of
Christ? how then may I take what is a part of the body of Christ and make it a part of the
body of a loosewoman? such a thingmay not be. 16Or do you not see that hewho is joined
to a loosewoman is one bodywith her? for God has said, The two of themwill become one
flesh. 17But he who is united to the Lord is one spirit. 18Keep away from the desires of the
flesh. Every sin which aman does is outside of the body; but he who goes after the desires
of the flesh does evil to his body. 19Or are you not conscious that your body is a house for
the Holy Spirit which is in you, and which has been given to you by God? and you are not
the owners of yourselves; 20For a payment has beenmade for you: let God be honoured in
your body.

7
1Now, as to the things in your letter tome: It is good for aman to have nothing to dowith

a woman. 2But because of the desires of the flesh, let every man have his wife, and every
womanherhusband. 3Let thehusbandgive to thewifewhat is right; and let thewifedo the
same to the husband. 4Thewife has not power over her body, but the husband; and in the
sameway the husband has not power over his body, but the wife. 5Do not keep back from
one another what is right, but only for a short time, and by agreement, so that you may
give yourselves to prayer, and come together again; so that Satanmay not get the better of
you through your loss of self-control. 6But this I say as my opinion, and not as an order of
the Lord. 7 It ismy desire that all menmight be even as I am. But everyman has the power
of his special way of life given him by God, one in this way and one in that. 8 But I say to
the unmarried and to the widows, It is good for them to be even as I am. 9But if they have
not self-control let them get married; for married life is better than the burning of desire.
10But to themarried I give orders, thoughnot I but the Lord, that thewifemaynot go away
fromher husband 11 (Or if she goes away fromhim, let her keepunmarried, or be united to
her husband again); and that the husbandmaynot go away fromhiswife. 12But to the rest
I say, and not the Lord; If a brother has a wife who is not a Christian, and it is her desire to
go on livingwith him, let him not go away fromher. 13And if a woman has a husbandwho
is not a Christian, and it is his desire to go on living with her, let her not go away from her
husband. 14 For the husband who has not faith is made holy through his Christian wife,
and thewife who is not a Christian ismade holy through the brother: if not, your children
would be unholy, but noware they holy. 15But if the onewho is not a Christian has a desire
to go away, let it be so: the brother or the sister in such a position is not forced to do one
thing or the other: but it is God's pleasure that wemay be at peacewith one another. 16For
howmayyoubecertain,Owife, thatyouwillnotbe thecauseof salvation toyourhusband?
or you, O husband, that you may not do the same for your wife? 17Only, as the Lord has
given to aman, and as is the purpose of God for him, so let him go on living. And these are
my orders for all the churches. 18 If any man who is a Christian has had circumcision, let
him keep so; and if anymanwho is a Christian has not had circumcision, let himmake no
change. 19 Circumcision is nothing, and its opposite is nothing, but only doing the orders
of God is of value. 20Let every man keep the position in which he has been placed by God.
21 If youwere a servant when you became a Christian, let it not be a grief to you; but if you
have a chance to become free,make use of it. 22For hewhowas a servantwhen he became
a Christian is the Lord's freeman; and hewhowas free when he became a Christian is the
Lord's servant. 23 It is the Lord who has made payment for you: be not servants of men.
24My brothers, let every man keep in that condition which is the purpose of God for him.
25Nowabout virgins I have no orders from the Lord: but I givemy opinion as one towhom
the Lord has given mercy to be true to him. 26 In my opinion then, because of the present
trouble, it is good for aman tokeepashe is. 27 If youaremarried to awife,makenoattempt
to get free from her: if you are free from a wife, do not take a wife. 28 If you get married it
is not a sin; and if an unmarried woman gets married it is not a sin. But those who do so
will have trouble in the flesh. But I will not be hard on you. 29But I say this, my brothers,
the time is short; and from now it will be wise for those who have wives to be as if they
had them not; 30And for those who are in sorrow, to give no signs of it; and for those who
are glad, to give no signs of joy; and for those who are getting property, to be as if they had
nothing; 31And for thosewhomakeuse of theworld, not to beusing it fully; for thisworld's
way of life will quickly come to an end. 32But it is my desire for you to be free from cares.
The unmarried man gives his mind to the things of the Lord, how he may give pleasure
to the Lord: 33But the married man gives his attention to the things of this world, how he
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may give pleasure to hiswife. 34And thewife is not the same as the virgin. The virgin gives
her mind to the things of the Lord, so that she may be holy in body and in spirit: but the
married woman takes thought for the things of the world, how she may give pleasure to
her husband. 35Now I say this for your profit; not tomake things hard for you, but because
of what is right, and so that you may be able to give all your attention to the things of the
Lord. 36But if, in anyman's opinion, he is not doingwhat is right for his virgin, if she is past
her best years, and there is need for it, let him do what seems right to him; it is no sin; let
thembemarried. 37But themanwho is strong inmind and purpose, who is not forced but
has control over his desires, doeswell if he comes to the decision to keep her a virgin. 38So
then, he who gets married to his virgin does well, and he who keeps her unmarried does
better. 39 It is right for a wife to be with her husband as long as he is living; but when her
husband is dead, she is free to be married to another; but only to a Christian. 40But it will
be better for her to keep as she is, in my opinion: and it seems to me that I have the Spirit
of God.

8
1 Now about things offered to images: we all seem to ourselves to have knowledge.

Knowledge gives pride, but love gives true strength. 2 If anyone seems to himself to have
knowledge, so far he has not the right sort of knowledge about anything; 3 But if anyone
has love for God, God has knowledge of him. 4 So, then, as to the question of taking food
offered to images, we are certain that an image is nothing in the world, and that there is
no God but one. 5 For though there are those who have the name of gods, in heaven or on
earth, as there are a number of gods and a number of lords, 6There is for us only one God,
the Father, of whom are all things, andwe are for him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through
whom are all things, and we have our being through him. 7 Still, all men have not that
knowledge: but some, being used till now to the image, are conscious that they are taking
food which has been offered to the image; and because they are not strong in the faith,
theirminds are troubled. 8But God's approval of us is not based on the foodwe take: if we
do not take it we are no worse for it; and if we take it we are no better. 9But take care that
this power of yours does not give cause for trouble to the feeble. 10 For if a man sees you,
who have knowledge, taking food as a guest in the house of an image, will it not give him,
if he is feeble, the idea that he may take food offered to images? 11And so, through your
knowledge, you are the cause of destruction to your brother, for whom Christ underwent
death. 12And in this way, doing evil to the brothers, and causing trouble to those whose
faith is feeble, you are sinning against Christ. 13For this reason, if food is a cause of trouble
to my brother, I will give up taking meat for ever, so that I may not be a cause of trouble to
my brother.

9
1AmInot free? amInot anApostle? have Inot seen Jesus ourLord? are younotmywork

in the Lord? 2 If to others I am not an Apostle, at least I am one to you: for the fact that you
are Christians is the sign that I am an Apostle. 3My answer to those who are judgingme is
this. 4Have we no right to take food and drink? 5Have we no right to take about with us a
Christian wife, like the rest of the Apostles, and the brothers of the Lord, and Cephas? 6Or
I only and Barnabas, have we no right to take a rest from work? 7Who ever goes to war
without looking to someone to be responsible for his payment? whoputs in vines anddoes
not take the fruit of them? orwho takes care of sheepwithout drinking of theirmilk? 8Am
I talking as a man? does not the law say the same? 9 For it says in the law of Moses, It is
not right to keep the ox from taking the grain when he is crushing it. Is it for the oxen that
God is giving orders? 10Or has he us in mind? Yes, it was said for us; because it is right for
the ploughman to do his ploughing in hope, and for himwho is crushing the grain to do his
work hoping for a part in the fruits of it. 11 If we have been planting the things of the Spirit
for you, does it seem a great thing for you to give us a part in your things of this world?
12 If others have a part in this right over you, havewe not evenmore? Butwe did notmake
use of our right, so that we might put nothing in the way of the good news of Christ. 13Do
you not see that the servants of the holy things get their living from the Temple, and the
servants of the altar have their part in the foodwhich is offered on the altar? 14Even so did
the Lord give orders that the preachers of the good news might get their living from the
good news. 15But I have not made use of any of these things: and I am not writing this in
the hope that it may be so for me: for it would be better for me to undergo death, than for
anyman tomake this pride ofmine of no effect. 16For if I amapreacher of the goodnews, I
have no cause for pride in this; because I am forced to do so, for a curse is onme if I do not.
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17But if I do it gladly, I have a reward; and if not, I am under orders to do it. 18What then
is my reward? This, that when I am giving the good news, I may give it without payment,
not making use of my rights as a preacher of the good news. 19For though I was free from
all men, I made myself a servant to all, so that more might have salvation. 20 And to the
Jews Iwas as a Jew, so that Imight give the good news to them; to those under the law Iwas
the same, not as beingmyself under the law, but so that Imight give the good news to those
under the law. 21To thosewithout the lawIwasasonewithout the law,notasbeingwithout
law to God, but as under law to Christ, so that I might give the good news to those without
the law. 22 To the feeble, I was as one who is feeble, so that they might have salvation: I
have been all things to all men, so that some at least might have salvation. 23And I do all
things for the cause of the good news, so that I may have a part in it. 24Do you not see that
in a running competition all take part, but only one gets the reward? So let your minds be
fixed on the reward. 25And every man who takes part in the sports has self-control in all
things. Now they do it to get a crown which is of this world, but we for an eternal crown.
26 So then I am running, not uncertainly; so I am fighting, not as one who gives blows in
the air: 27But I give blows tomy body, and keep it under control, for fear that, after having
given the good news to others, I myself might not have God's approval.

10
1 For it is my desire, my brothers, that you may keep in mind how all our fathers were

under the cloud, and they all went through the sea; 2And they all had baptism fromMoses
in the cloud and in the sea; 3 And they all took the same holy food; 4 And the same holy
drink: for they all took of the water from the holy rock which came after them: and the
rock was Christ. 5But with most of them God was not pleased: for they came to their end
in the waste land. 6Now these things were for an example to us, so that our hearts might
not go after evil things, as they did. 7Then do not go after false gods, as some of them did;
as it is said in the holy Writings, After resting and feasting, the people got up to take their
pleasure. 8 Again, let us not give way to the desires of the flesh, as some of them did, of
whom twenty-three thousand came to their end in one day. 9And let us not put the Lord
to the test, as some of them did, and came to their death by snakes. 10And do not say evil
things against the Lord, as some of themdid, and destruction overtook them. 11Now these
thingswere done as an example; andwere put down inwriting for our teaching, onwhom
the last days have come. 12 So let him who seems to himself to be safe go in fear of a fall.
13Youhave been put to no test but such as is common toman: andGod is true, whowill not
let any test come on youwhich you are not able to undergo; but he will make with the test
away out of it, so that youmay be able to go through it. 14For this cause, my dear brothers,
give no worship to false gods. 15What I am saying is for wise men, do you be the judges of
it. 16The cup of blessingwhichwe take, does it not give us a part in the blood of Christ? and
is not the broken bread a taking part in the body of Christ? 17Because we, being a number
of persons, are one bread, we are one body: for we all take part in the one bread. 18 See
Israel after the flesh: do not those who take as food the offerings of the altar take a part in
the altar? 19Do I say, then, that what is offered to images is anything, or that the image is
anything? 20What I say is that the things offered by the Gentiles are offered to evil spirits
and not to God; and it is not my desire for you to have any part with evil spirits. 21 It is not
possible for you, at the same time, to take the cup of the Lord and the cup of evil spirits;
youmay not take part in the table of the Lord and the table of evil spirits. 22Ormaywe be
the cause of envy to the Lord? are we stronger than he? 23We are free to do all things, but
there are thingswhich it is notwise to do. We are free to do all things, but not all things are
for the common good. 24Let a man give attention not only to what is good for himself, but
equally to his neighbour's good. 25Whatever meat may be had at the public market, take
as foodwithout question of right orwrong; 26For the earth is the Lord's and all things in it.
27 If a Gentile makes a feast for you, and you are pleased to go as a guest, take whatever is
put before you, without question of right or wrong. 28But if anyone says to you, This food
has been used as an offering, do not take it, on account of himwho said it, and on account
of his sense of right andwrong: 29Right andwrong, I say, not for you, but for the otherman;
for the fact that I am free is not dependent on anotherman's sense of right orwrong. 30But
if I give praise to God for the food which I take, let no man say evil of me for that reason.
31 So then, if it is a question of food or drink, or any other thing, whatever you do, do all to
the glory of God. 32Give no cause of trouble to Jews, or to Greeks, or to the church of God.
33 Even as I give way to all men in all things, not looking for profit for myself, but for the
good of others, that theymay get salvation.
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11
1 So take me for your example, even as I take Christ for mine. 2Now I am pleased to see

that youkeepme inmemory in all things, and that you give attention to the teachingwhich
was handed down from me to you. 3But it is important for you to keep this fact in mind,
that the head of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the man, and the head
of Christ is God. 4Everymanwho takes part in prayer, or gives teaching as a prophet, with
his head covered, puts shame on his head. 5But every woman who does so with her head
unveiled, puts shame on her head: for it is the same as if her hair was cut off. 6 For if a
woman is not veiled, let her hair be cut off; but if it is a shame to awoman to have her hair
cut off, let her be veiled. 7For it is not right for aman to have his head covered, because he
is the image and glory of God: but thewoman is the glory of theman. 8For theman did not
come from thewoman, but thewoman from theman. 9And themanwas notmade for the
woman, but the woman for the man. 10 For this reason it is right for the woman to have a
sign of authority on her head, because of the angels. 11But thewoman is not separate from
the man, and the man is not separate from the woman in the Lord. 12For as the woman is
from theman, so the man is through the woman; but all things are from God. 13Be judges
yourselves of the question: does it seem right for awoman to take part in prayer unveiled?
14Does it not seem natural to you that if a man has long hair, it is a cause of shame to him?
15But if awomanhas longhair, it is a glory to her: for her hair is given to her for a covering.
16But if anymanwill not be ruled in this question, this is not ourwayof doing things, and it
is not done in the churches of God. 17But in giving you this order, there is one thing about
which I am not pleased: it is that when you come together it is not for the better but for
the worse. 18 For first of all, it has come to my ears that when you come together in the
church, there are divisions among you, and I take the statement to be true in part. 19 For
divisions are necessary among you, in order that those who have God's approval may be
clearly seen among you. 20But now, when you come together, it is not possible to take the
holymeal of the Lord: 21For when you take your food, everyone takes his meal before the
other; and one has not enough food, and another is theworse for drink. 22What? have you
not houses to take yourmeals in? or have you no respect for the church of God, putting the
poor to shame? What am I to say to you? am I to give you praise? certainly not. 23 For it
was handed down tome from the Lord, as I gave it to you, that the Lord Jesus, on the night
when Judas was false to him, took bread, 24And when it had been broken with an act of
praise, he said, This is my body which is for you: do this in memory of me. 25 In the same
way, with the cup, after the meal, he said, This cup is the new testament in my blood: do
this, whenever you take it, in memory of me. 26 For whenever you take the bread and the
cup you give witness to the Lord's death till he comes. 27 If, then, anyone takes the bread
or the cup of the Lord in the wrong spirit, he will be responsible for the body and blood of
the Lord. 28But let no man take of the bread and the cup without testing himself. 29 For a
man puts himself in danger, if he takes part in the holy meal without being conscious that
it is the Lord's body. 30For this cause a number of you are feeble and ill, and a number are
dead. 31But if wewere true judges of ourselves, punishment would not come on us. 32But
if punishment does come, it is sent by the Lord, so that we may be safe when the world is
judged. 33 So then, my brothers, when you come together to the holy meal of the Lord, let
there be waiting for one another. 34 If any man is in need of food, let him take his meal in
his house; so that you may not come together to your damage. And the rest I will put in
order when I come.

12
1 But about the things of the spirit, my brothers, it is not right for you to be without

teaching. 2 You are conscious that when you were Gentiles, in whatever way you were
guided, you went after images without voice or power. 3 So it is my desire for you to be
clear about this; that no one is able to say by the Spirit of God that Jesus is cursed; and
no one is able to say that Jesus is Lord, but by the Holy Spirit. 4Now there are different
qualities given to men, but the same Spirit. 5And there are different sorts of servants, but
the same Lord. 6And there are different operations, but the same God, who is working all
things in all. 7But to everyman some form of the Spirit's working is given for the common
good. 8 For to one are given words of wisdom through the Spirit; and to another words of
knowledge through the same Spirit: 9 To another faith in the same Spirit; and to another
thepowerof taking awaydisease, by the one Spirit; 10And to another thepowerofworking
wonders; and to another the prophet's word; and to another the power of testing spirits;
to another different sorts of tongues; and to another the power of making clear the sense
of the tongues: 11 But all these are the operations of the one and the same Spirit, giving
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to every man separately as his pleasure is. 12 For as the body is one, and has a number of
parts, and all the parts make one body, so is Christ. 13 For through the baptism of the one
Spirit we were all formed into one body, Jews or Greeks, servants or free men, and were
all made full of the same Spirit. 14For the body is not one part, but a number of parts. 15 If
the foot says, Because I am not the hand, I am not a part of the body; it is no less a part of
the body. 16And if the ear says, Because I am not the eye, I am not a part of the body; it is
a part of the body all the same. 17 If all the body was an eye, where would be the hearing?
if all was hearing, where would be the smelling? 18But now God has put every one of the
parts in the body as it was pleasing to him. 19And if they were all one part, where would
the body be? 20But now they are all different parts, but one body. 21And the eye may not
say to the hand, I have no need of you: or again the head to the feet, I have no need of you.
22No, those parts which seem to be feeble are the more necessary; 23And to those parts of
thebodywhich seem tohave less honourwegive all themorehonour; and to thoseparts of
the bodywhich are a cause of shame to uswe give the greater respect; 24But those parts of
the body which are beautiful have no need of such care: and so the body has been joined
together by God in such a way as to give more honour to those parts which had need of
it; 25 So that there might be no division in the body; but all the parts might have the same
care for one another. 26 And if there is pain in one part of the body, all the parts will be
feeling it; or if one part is honoured, all the parts will be glad. 27Now you are the body
of Christ, and every one of you the separate parts of it. 28 And God has put some in the
church, first, Apostles; second, prophets; third, teachers; then thosewithwonder-working
powers, then those with the power of taking away disease, helpers, wise guides, users of
strange tongues. 29Are all Apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? have all the power
of working wonders? 30Are all able to take away disease? have all the power of tongues?
are all able to give their sense? 31 But let your desires be turned to the more important
things given by the Spirit. And now I am pointing out to you an even better way.

13
1 If I make use of the tongues ofmen and of angels, and have not love, I am like sounding

brass, or a loud-tongued bell. 2And if I have a prophet's power, and have knowledge of all
secret things; and if I have all faith, by which mountains may be moved from their place,
but havenot love, I amnothing. 3And if I give allmy goods to the poor, and if I givemybody
to be burned, but have not love, it is of no profit tome. 4Love is never tired ofwaiting; love
is kind; love has no envy; love has no high opinion of itself, love has no pride; 5Love'sways
are ever fair, it takesno thought for itself; it is not quicklymadeangry, it takesnoaccount of
evil; 6 It takes no pleasure in wrongdoing, but has joy in what is true; 7Love has the power
ofundergoingall things, having faith in all things, hopingall things. 8Though theprophet's
word may come to an end, tongues come to nothing, and knowledge have no more value,
love has no end. 9 For our knowledge is only in part, and the prophet's word gives only a
part of what is true: 10But when that which is complete is come, then that which is in part
will be no longer necessary. 11When I was a child, I made use of a child's language, I had a
child's feelings and a child's thoughts: now that I am aman, I have put away the things of a
child. 12For nowwe see things in a glass, darkly; but then face to face: nowmy knowledge
is in part; then it will be complete, even as God's knowledge ofme. 13But nowwe still have
faith, hope, love, these three; and the greatest of these is love.

14
1Go after love; still desiring to have the things which the Spirit gives, butmost of all that

you may have the prophet's power. 2 For he who makes use of tongues is not talking to
men but to God; because no one has the sense of what he is saying; but in the Spirit he is
talking of secret things. 3But the word of the prophet gives men knowledge and comfort
and strength. 4Hewhomakes use of tonguesmay do good to himself; but hewho gives the
prophet's word does good to the church. 5Now though it is my desire for you all to have
the power of tongues, it would give me more pleasure to be hearing the prophet's word
fromyou; for this is a greater thing than using tongues, if the sense is not given at the same
time, for the good of the church. 6 But, now, my brothers, if I come to you using tongues,
what profit will it be to you, if I do not give you a revelation, or knowledge, or the word of
the prophet, or teaching? 7 Even things without life, having a voice, such as a music-pipe
or other instrument, if they do not give out different sounds, who may be certain what is
being played? 8 For if the war-horn gives out an uncertain note, who will get ready for
the fight? 9 So if you, in using a strange tongue, say words which have no sense, how will
anyone take inwhatyouare saying? foryouwill be talking to theair. 10Thereare, itmaybe,
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a number of different voices in theworld, and no voice is without sense. 11But if the sense
of the voice is not clear tome, I am like aman froma strange country to himwho is talking,
and he will be the same to me. 12 So if you are desiring the things which the Spirit gives,
let your minds be turned first to the things which are for the good of the church. 13 For
this reason, let the man who has the power of using tongues make request that he may, at
the same time, be able to give the sense. 14 For if I make use of tongues in my prayers, my
spirit makes the prayer, but not my mind. 15What then? let my prayer be from the spirit,
and equally from the mind; let my song be from the spirit, and equally frommind. 16 For
if you give a blessing with the spirit, howwill themanwho has no knowledge say, So be it,
after your prayer, seeing that he has not taken inwhat you are saying? 17For your giving of
the blessing is certainly well done, but of no profit to themanwithout knowledge. 18 I give
praise to God that I am able tomake use of tonguesmore than you all: 19But in the church
it would be better for me to make use of five words of which the sense was clear, so that
others might have profit, than ten thousandwords in a strange tongue. 20My brothers, do
not be children in mind: in evil be as little children, but in mind be of full growth. 21 In
the law it is said, By men of other tongues and by strange lips will my words come to this
people; and not even so will they give ear to me, says the Lord. 22 For this reason tongues
are for a sign, not to those who have faith, but to those who have not: but the prophet's
word is for those who have faith, and not for the rest who have not. 23 If, then, the church
has come together, andall areusing tongues, and there come inmenwithout knowledge or
faith, will they not say that you are unbalanced? 24But if all are teaching as prophets, and
a man without faith or knowledge comes in, he is tested by all, he is judged by all; 25 The
secrets of his heart are made clear; and he will go down on his face and give worship to
God, saying that God is truly among you. 26What is it then, my brothers? when you come
together everyone has a holy song, or a revelation, or a tongue, or is giving the sense of it.
Let everything be done for the common good. 27 If any man makes use of a tongue, let it
not be more than two, or at the most three, and in turn; and let someone give the sense:
28But if there is no one to give the sense, let himkeep quiet in the church; and let hiswords
be to himself and to God. 29And let the prophets give their words, but not more than two
or three, and let the others be judges of what they say. 30 But if a revelation is given to
another who is seated near, let the first be quiet. 31 For you may all be prophets in turn so
that all may get knowledge and comfort; 32And the spirits of the prophets are controlled
by the prophets; 33For God is not a Godwhose ways are without order, but a God of peace;
as in all the churches of the saints. 34 Let women keep quiet in the churches: for it is not
right for them to be talking; but let them be under control, as it says in the law. 35And if
they have a desire for knowledge about anything, let themput questions to their husbands
privately: for talking in the church puts shame on awoman. 36What? was it from you that
the word of God went out? or did it only come in to you? 37 If anyman seems to himself to
be a prophet or to have the Spirit, let him take note of the thingswhich I amwriting to you,
as being the word of the Lord. 38But if any man is without knowledge, let him be so. 39 So
then,my brothers, let it be your chief desire to be prophets; but let no one be stopped from
using tongues. 40Let all things be done in the right and ordered way.

15
1Now I am going to make clear to you, my brothers, what the good news was which I

gave to you, and which you took, and on which your faith is based, 2 By which you have
salvation; that is to say, the form in which it was given to you, if it is fixed in your minds,
and if your faith in it is not without effect. 3 For I gave to you first of all what was handed
down to me, how Christ underwent death for our sins, as it says in the Writings; 4And he
wasput in the place of the dead; andon the third dayhe cameback from thedead, as it says
in theWritings; 5And hewas seen by Cephas; then by the twelve; 6Then bymore than five
hundred brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, but some are sleeping;
7Thenhewas seenby James; thenbyall theApostles. 8And last of all, as byonewhosebirth
was out of the right time, he was seen byme. 9For I am the least of the Apostles, having no
right to be named an Apostle, because of my cruel attacks on the church of God. 10But by
the grace of God, I am what I am: and his grace which was given to me has not been for
nothing; for I didmorework than all of them; though not I, but the grace of Godwhichwas
with me. 11 If then it is I who am the preacher, or they, this is our word, and to this you
have given your faith. 12Now if the good news says that Christ came back from the dead,
how do some of you say that there is no coming back from the dead? 13 But if there is no
coming back from the dead, then Christ has not come back from the dead: 14And if Christ
did not come again from the dead, then our good news and your faith in it are of no effect.
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15 Yes, and we are seen to be false witnesses of God; because we gave witness of God that
by his power Christ came again from the dead: which is not true if there is no coming back
from the dead. 16 For if it is not possible for the dead to come to life again, then Christ has
not come to life again: 17 And if that is so, your faith is of no effect; you are still in your
sins. 18And, in addition, the dead in Christ have gone to destruction. 19 If in this life only
we have hope in Christ, we are of all menmost unhappy. 20But now Christ has truly come
back from the dead, the first-fruits of thosewho are sleeping. 21For as byman came death,
so byman there is a coming back from the dead. 22For as in Adamdeath comes to all, so in
Christ will all come back to life. 23But every man in his right order: Christ the first-fruits;
then those who are Christ's at his coming. 24 Then comes the end, when he will give up
the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he will have put an end to all rule and to all
authority and power. 25For his rule will go on till he has put all those who are against him
under his feet. 26The last power to come to an end is death. 27For, as it says, He has put all
things under his feet. Butwhenhe says, All things are put under him, it is clear that it is not
said about himwho put all things under him. 28Andwhen all things have been put under
him, thenwill the Son himself be under himwhoput all things under him, so that Godmay
be all in all. 29Again, what will they dowho are given baptism for the dead? if the dead do
not come back at all, why are people given baptism for them? 30Andwhy arewe in danger
every hour? 31Yes, truly, by your pride inme,my brothers in Christ Jesus our Lord, my life
is one long death. 32 If, after the way of men, I was fighting with beasts at Ephesus, what
profit is it to me? If the dead do not come to life again, let us take our pleasure in feasting,
for tomorrow we come to an end. 33Do not be tricked by false words: evil company does
damage to good behaviour. 34Be awake to righteousness and keep yourselves from sin; for
some have no knowledge of God: I say this to put you to shame. 35 But someone will say,
How do the dead come back? and with what sort of body do they come? 36Foolish man, it
is necessary for the seedwhich youput into the earth to undergo death in order that itmay
come to life again: 37Andwhen you put it into the earth, you do not put in the body which
it will be, but only the seed, of grain or some other sort of plant; 38But God gives it a body,
as it is pleasing to him, and to every seed its special body. 39All flesh is not the same flesh:
but there is one flesh of men, another of beasts, another of birds, and another of fishes.
40And there are bodies of heaven and bodies of earth, but the glory of the one is different
from that of the other. 41There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of themoon, and
another glory of the stars; for the glory of one star is different from that of another. 42 So
is it with the coming back from the dead. It is planted in death; it comes again in life: 43 It
is planted in shame; it comes again in glory: feeble when it is planted, it comes again in
power: 44 It is planted a natural body; it comes again as a body of the spirit. If there is a
natural body, there is equally a body of the spirit. 45And so it is said, The first man Adam
was a living soul. The last Adam is a life-giving spirit. 46 But that which is natural comes
before that which is of the spirit. 47 The first man is from the earth, and of the earth: the
secondman is from heaven. 48Those who are of the earth are like the manwhowas from
the earth: and those who are of heaven are like the one from heaven. 49And in the same
way as we have taken on us the image of the man from the earth, so we will take on us
the image of the one from heaven. 50Now I say this, my brothers, that it is not possible for
flesh and blood to have a part in the kingdom of God; and death may not have a part in
life. 51 See, I am giving you the revelation of a secret: we will not all come to the sleep of
death, but we will all be changed. 52 In a second, in the shutting of an eye, at the sound of
the last horn: for at that sound the dead will come again, free for ever from the power of
death, and we will be changed. 53 For this body which comes to destruction will be made
free from the power of death, and the man who is under the power of death will put on
eternal life. 54But when this has taken place, then that whichwas said in theWritings will
come true, Death is overcome by life. 55Odeath, where is your power? O death, where are
your pains? 56The pain of death is sin; and the power of sin is the law: 57But praise be to
Godwho gives us strength to overcome through our Lord Jesus Christ. 58For this cause,my
dear brothers, be strong in purpose and unmoved, ever giving yourselves to the work of
the Lord, because you are certain that your work is not without effect in the Lord.

16
1Nowabout the givingofmoney for the saints, as I gaveorders to the churches ofGalatia,

so do you. 2On thefirst day of theweek, let every oneof youput byhim in store, inmeasure
as hehas donewell in business, so that itmaynot benecessary to getmoney togetherwhen
I come. 3 And when I come, I will send the men of your selection with letters to take the
money you have got together to Jerusalem. 4And if it is possible for me to go there, they
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will go with me. 5But I will come to you after I have gone through Macedonia, for that is
my purpose; 6But I may be with you for a time, or even for the winter, so that youmay see
me onmyway, wherever I go. 7For it is not my desire to see you now, onmyway; because
it is my hope to be with you for some time, if that is the Lord's pleasure. 8 But I will be at
Ephesus till Pentecost; 9For a great and important door there is open to me, and there are
a number of people against me. 10Now if Timothy comes, see that he is with you without
fear; because he is doing the Lord's work, even as I am: 11 See then that he has the honour
which is right. But send him on his way in peace, so that he may come to me: for I am
looking for him with the brothers. 12 But as for Apollos, the brother, I had a great desire
for him to come to you with the brothers, but it was not his pleasure to come now; but he
will come when he has a chance. 13Be on the watch, unmoved in the faith, and be strong
like men. 14Let all you do be done in love. 15Now I make my request to you, my brothers,
for you have knowledge that the house of Stephanas is the first-fruits of Achaia, and that
they have made themselves the servants of the saints, 16 That you put yourselves under
such, and under everyone who is helping the Lord's work. 17And I am glad of the coming
of Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus: for they have done what was needed to make
your work complete. 18 For they gave comfort to my spirit and to yours: for which cause
give respect to such people. 19 The churches of Asia send their love to you. So do Aquila
and Prisca, with the church which is in their house. 20All the brothers send their love to
you. Give one another a holy kiss. 21 I, Paul, send you these words of love in my writing.
22 If any man has not love for the Lord, let him be cursed. Maran atha (our Lord comes).
23The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 24My love bewith you all in Christ Jesus.
So be it.
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Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians
1Paul, an Apostle of Jesus Christ by the purpose of God, and Timothy the brother, to the

church of God which is in Corinth, with all the saints who are in all Achaia: 2Grace to you
and peace fromGod our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 3Praise be to the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and the God of all comfort; 4Who gives us
comfort in all our troubles, so that we may be able to give comfort to others who are in
trouble, through the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. 5 For as we
undergo more of the pain which Christ underwent, so through Christ does our comfort
become greater. 6But if we are troubled, it is for your comfort and salvation; or if we are
comforted, it is for your comfort, which takes effect through your quiet undergoing of the
same troubles whichwe undergo: 7And our hope for you is certain; in the knowledge that
as you take part in the troubles, so you will take part in the comfort. 8 For it is our desire
that you may not be without knowledge of our trouble which came on us in Asia, that the
weight of it was very great, more than our power, so that it seemed that we had no hope
even of life: 9Yes,we ourselves havehad the answer of death in ourselves, so that our hope
might not be in ourselves, but in God who is able to give life to the dead: 10Who gave us
salvation from so great a death: on whomwe have put our hope that he will still go on to
give us salvation; 11 You at the same time helping together by your prayer for us; so that
forwhat has been given to us through a number of persons, praisemay go up to God for us
from all of them. 12 For our glory is in this, in the knowledge which we have that our way
of life in the world, and most of all in relation to you, has been holy and true in the eyes
of God; not in the wisdom of the flesh, but in the grace of God. 13 For in our letters we say
no other things to you, but thosewhich you are reading, and towhich you give agreement,
and, it is my hope, will go on doing so to the end: 14Even as you have been ready, in part,
to say that we are your glory, in the same way that you are ours, in the day of the Lord
Jesus. 15 And being certain of this, it was my purpose to come to you before, so that you
might have a second grace; 16And byway of Corinth to go intoMacedonia, and from there
to come back again to you, so that youmight sendme onmyway to Judaea. 17 If then I had
such a purpose, did I seem to be changing suddenly? or am I guided inmy purposes by the
flesh, saying, Yes, today, and, No, tomorrow? 18As God is true, our word to you is not Yes
and No. 19 For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, whom we were preaching among you, even I
andSilvanusandTimothy,wasnotYes andNo, but inhim isYes. 20Forhe is theYes to all the
undertakings of God: and by himall thewords of God aremade certain and put into effect,
to the glory of God through us. 21Now he who makes our faith strong together with you,
in Christ, and has given us of his grace, is God; 22And it is he who has put his stamp on us,
even the Spirit, as the sign in our hearts of the coming glory. 23But God ismywitness that it
was in pity for you that I did not come to Corinth at that time. 24Not thatwe have authority
over your faith, but we are helpers of your joy: for it is faith which is your support.

2
1But it was my decision for myself, not to come again to you with sorrow. 2 For if I give

you sorrow, who then will make me glad, but he who is made sad by me? 3And I said this
very thing in my letter, for fear that when I came I might have sorrow from those from
whom it was right for me to have joy; being certain of this, that my joy is the joy of you all.
4For out of much trouble and pain of heart andmuch weeping I sent my letter to you; not
to give you sorrow, but so that youmight seehowgreat is the lovewhich I have to you. 5But
if anyone has been a cause of sorrow, he has been so, not to me only, but in somemeasure
to all of you (I say this that I may not be over-hard on you). 6 Let it be enough for such a
man to have undergone the punishment which the church put on him; 7 So that now, on
the other hand, it is right for him to have forgiveness and comfort from you, for fear that
his sorrowmay be over-great. 8For which causemy desire is that youwill make your love
to him clear by your acts. 9And for the same reason I sent you a letter so that I might be
certain of your desire to domyorders in all things. 10But if you give forgiveness to anyone,
I do the same: for if I have given forgiveness for anything, I have done it because of you,
in the person of Christ; 11So that Satanmay not get the better of us: for we are not without
knowledge of his designs. 12Now when I came to Troas for the good news of Christ, and
there was an open door for me in the Lord, 13 I had no rest in my spirit because Titus my
brother was not there: so I went away from them, and came intoMacedonia. 14But praise
be to Godwhomakes us strong to overcome in Christ, andmakes clear through us in every
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place the value of the knowledge of him. 15For we are a sweet perfume of Christ to God in
those who are getting salvation and in those who are going to destruction; 16To the one it
is a perfume of death to death; to the other a perfume of life to life. Andwho is enough for
such things? 17For we are not like the great number whomake use of the word of God for
profit: but our words are true, as from God, being said as before God in Christ.

3
1Do we seem to be again attempting to put ourselves in the right? or have we need, as

somehave, of letters of approval to you or fromyou? 2You yourselves are our letter, whose
writing is in ourheart, open for everyman's reading andknowledge; 3For youare clearly a
letter of Christ, the fruit of ourwork, recorded notwith ink, butwith the Spirit of the living
God; not in stone, but in hearts of flesh. 4And this is the certain faithwhichwe have in God
through Christ: 5Not as if we were able by ourselves to do anything for which we might
take the credit; but our power comes fromGod; 6Whohasmade us able to be servants of a
new agreement; not of the letter, but of the Spirit: for the letter gives death, but the Spirit
gives life. 7For if the operation of the law, giving death, recorded in letters on stone, came
with glory, so that the eyes of the children of Israel had to be turned away from the face of
Moses because of its glory, a glorywhichwas only for a time: 8Will not the operation of the
Spirit have amuch greater glory? 9For if the operation of the law, producing punishment,
had its glory, howmuch greater will be the operation of the Spirit causing righteousness?
10For the glory of the first no longer seems to be glory, because of the greater glory of that
which comes after. 11 For if the order which was for a time had its glory, much more will
the eternal order have its glory. 12Having then such a hope, we keep nothing back, 13And
are not like Moses, who put a veil on his face, so that the children of Israel might not see
clearly to the end of the present order of things: 14 But their minds were made hard: for
to this very day at the reading of the old agreement the same veil is still unlifted; though it
is taken away in Christ. 15But to this day, at the reading of the law of Moses, a veil is over
their heart. 16 But when it is turned to the Lord, the veil will be taken away. 17Now the
Lord is the Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there the heart is free. 18But we all,
with unveiled face giving back as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same
image from glory to glory, even as from the Lord who is the Spirit.

4
1 For this reason, because we have been made servants of this new order, through the

mercy given to us, we are strong: 2 And we have given up the secret things of shame,
not walking in false ways, and not making use of the word of God with deceit; but by the
revelation of what is true, as before God, we have the approval of every man's sense of
right andwrong. 3But if our good news is veiled, it is veiled from thosewho are on theway
to destruction: 4Because the god of thisworld hasmadeblind theminds of thosewhohave
not faith, so that the light of the good news of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God,
might not be shining on them. 5For our preaching is not about ourselves, but about Christ
JesusasLord, andourselves as your servants through Jesus. 6Seeing that it isGodwhosaid,
Let light be shining out of the dark, who has put in our hearts the light of the knowledge of
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 7But we have this wealth in vessels of earth, so
that itmaybe seen that thepower comesnot fromusbut fromGod; 8Troubles are roundus
on every side, but we are not shut in; things are hard for us, but we see a way out of them;
9We are cruelly attacked, but not without hope; we are made low, but we are not without
help; 10 In our bodies there is ever the mark of the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus
may be seen in our bodies. 11For, while living, we are still being given up to death because
of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may be seen in our flesh, though it is under the power of
death. 12 So then, death is working in us, but life in you. 13 But having the same spirit of
faith, as it is said in theWritings, Thewords ofmymouth came from the faith inmy heart;
in the sameway, our words are the outcome of our faith; 14Because we are certain that he
who made the Lord Jesus come back from the dead, will do the same for us, and will give
us a place in his glory with you. 15For we go through all things on account of you, because
the greater the number to whom the grace is given, the greater is the praise to the glory
of God. 16 For which cause we do not give way to weariness; but though our outer man is
getting feebler, our inner man is made new day by day. 17 For our present trouble, which
is only for a short time, is working out for us a much greater weight of glory; 18While our
minds are not on the things which are seen, but on the things which are not seen: for the
things which are seen are for a time; but the things which are not seen are eternal.
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5
1 For we are conscious that if this our tent of flesh is taken down, we have a building

from God, a house not made with hands, eternal, in heaven. 2 For in this we are crying in
weariness, greatly desiring to be clothedwith our house from heaven: 3So that our spirits
may not be unclothed. 4 For truly, we who are in this tent do give out cries of weariness,
for theweight of carewhich is on us; not becausewe are desiring to be free from the body,
but so that wemay have our new body, and deathmay be overcome by life. 5Now hewho
hasmade us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as awitness ofwhat is to
come. 6 So, then, we are ever without fear, and though conscious that while we are in the
body we are away from the Lord, 7 (For we are walking by faith, not by seeing,) 8We are
without fear, desiring to be free from the body, and to be with the Lord. 9 For this reason
wemake it our purpose, in the body or away from it, to be well-pleasing to him. 10For we
all have to come before Christ to be judged; so that every one of us may get his reward for
the things done in the body, good or bad. 11Having in mind, then, the fear of the Lord, we
put these things before men, but God sees our hearts; and it is my hope that wemay seem
right in your eyes. 12We are not again requesting your approval, but we are giving you
the chance of taking pride in us, so that youmay be able to give an answer to those whose
glory is in seeming, and not in the heart. 13 For if we are foolish, it is to God; or if we are
serious, it is for you. 14 For it is the love of Christ which is moving us; because we are of
the opinion that if one was put to death for all, then all have undergone death; 15And that
he underwent death for all, so that the living might no longer be living to themselves, but
to him who underwent death for them and came back from the dead. 16 For this reason,
from this time forwardwe have knowledge of noman after the flesh: even if we have had
knowledge of Christ after the flesh, we have no longer any such knowledge. 17 So if any
man is in Christ, he is in a newworld: the old things have come to an end; they have truly
become new. 18But all things are of God, who has made us at peace with himself through
Christ, and has given to us the work of making peace; 19 That is, that God was in Christ
making peace between the world and himself, not putting their sins to their account, and
having given to us the preaching of this news of peace. 20 So we are the representatives
of Christ, as if God was making a request to you through us: we make our request to you,
in the name of Christ, be at peace with God. 21 For him who had no knowledge of sin God
made to be sin for us; so that wemight become the righteousness of God in him.

6
1We then, working together with God, make our request to you not to take the grace of

God to no purpose. 2 (For he says, I have given ear to you at a good time, and I have been
your helper in a day of salvation: see, now is the good time; now is the day of salvation):
3Givingno cause for trouble inanything, so thatnoonemaybeable to sayanythingagainst
our work; 4 But in everything making it clear that we are the servants of God, in quiet
strength, in troubles, in need, in sorrow, 5 In blows, in prisons, in attacks, in hard work, in
watchings, in goingwithout food; 6 In a cleanheart, in knowledge, in longwaiting, in being
kind, in the Holy Spirit, in true love, 7 In the true word, in the power of God; with the arms
of righteousness on the right hand andon the left, 8By glory andby shame, by an evil name
and a good name; as untrue, and still true; 9Unnoted, but still kept fully inmind; as near to
death, but still living; as undergoing punishment, but not put to death; 10As full of sorrow,
but ever glad; as poor, but giving wealth to others; as having nothing, but still having all
things. 11Ourmouth is open to you, OCorinthians, our heart iswide. 12 It is not our feelings
to youwhich are narrow, but yours to us. 13Now to giveme back payment of the same sort
(I am talkingas tomychildren), let yourhearts bewideopen tome. 14Donotkeepcompany
with those who have not faith: for what is there in common between righteousness and
evil, or between light and dark? 15And what agreement is there between Christ and the
EvilOne? orwhatparthasonewhohas faithwithonewhohasnot? 16Andwhatagreement
has the house of God with images? for we are a house of the living God; even as God has
said, I will be living among them, andwalkingwith them; and I will be their God, and they
will be my people. 17 For which cause, Come out from among them, and be separate, says
the Lord, and let nounclean thing comenear you; and Iwill take you formyself, 18Andwill
be a Father to you; and youwill be my sons and daughters, says the Lord, the Ruler of all.

7
1BecauseGod, then,will giveus suchrewards, dearbrothers, let usmakeourselves clean

from all evil of flesh and spirit, and become completely holy in the fear of God. 2Let your
hearts be open to us: we have done no man wrong, no man has been damaged by us, we
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have made no profit out of any man, 3 It is not with the purpose of judging you that I say
this: for I have said before that youare in ourhearts for life anddeath together. 4Mywords
to you arewithout fear, I am full of pride on account of you: I have great comfort and joy in
all our troubles. 5For evenwhenwehadcome intoMacedoniaourfleshhadno rest, butwe
were troubled on every side; there were fightings outside and fears inside. 6But God who
gives comfort to the poor in spirit gave us comfort by the coming of Titus; 7And not by his
coming only, but by the comfortwhichhehad in you,while he gave usword of your desire,
your sorrow, your care forme; so that Iwas stillmore glad. 8For thoughmy letter gave you
pain, I have no regret for it now, though I had before; for I see that the letter gave you pain,
but only for a time. 9Now I am glad, not that you had sorrow, but that your sorrow was
the cause of a change of heart; for yours was a holy sorrow so that you might undergo no
loss by us in anything. 10For the sorrowwhich God gives is the cause of salvation through
a change of heart, in which there is no reason for grief: but the sorrow of the world is a
cause of death. 11For you see what care was produced in you by this very sorrow of yours
before God, what clearing of yourselves, what wrath against sin, what fear, what desire,
what serious purpose, what punishment. In everything you have made it clear that you
are free from sin in this business. 12So though I sent you a letter, it was not only because of
the man who did the wrong, or because of him to whom the wrong was done, but so that
your true care for usmight bemade clear in the eyes ofGod. 13Sowehavebeen comforted:
andwehad the greater joy in our comfort because of the joy of Titus, for his spirit hadbeen
made glad by you all. 14For I was not put to shame in anything in which I may havemade
clear to himmy pride in you; but as we said nothing to you but what was true, so the good
things which I said to Titus about you were seen by him to be true. 15And his love to you
is the more increased by his memory of you all, how you gave way to his authority, and
how you took him to your hearts with fear and honour. 16 It gives me great joy to see you
answering to my good opinion of you in every way.

8
1And now we give you news, brothers, about the grace of God which has been given to

the churches of Macedonia; 2Howwhile they were undergoing every sort of trouble, and
were in the greatest need, they took all the greater joy in being able to give freely to the
needs of others. 3For I give themwitness, that as theywere able, and evenmore than they
were able, they gave from the impulse of their hearts, 4 Seriously requesting us that they
might have apart in this grace of being servants to theneeds of the saints: 5Andgoing even
farther than our hope, they first gave themselves to the Lord and to us after the purpose of
God. 6 So that we made a request to Titus that, as he had made a start before, so he might
make this grace complete in you. 7And that as you are full of every good thing, of faith, of
the word, of knowledge, of a readymind, and of love to us, so youmay be full of this grace
in the same way. 8 I am not giving you an order, but using the ready mind of others as a
test of the quality of your love. 9For you see the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, how though
he had wealth, he became poor on your account, so that through his need youmight have
wealth. 10And in this I givemy opinion: for it is to your profit, whowere the first tomake a
start a year before, not only to do this, but to make clear that your minds were more than
ready to do it. 11Thenmake the doing of it complete; so that as you had a readymind, you
may give effect to it as you are able. 12 For if there is a ready mind, a man will have God's
approval in themeasure ofwhat he has, and not ofwhat he has not. 13And I amnot saying
this so that othersmayget off free,while theweight comes onyou: 14But so that thingsmay
be equal; that from those things of which you have more than enough at the present time
their needmay be helped, and that if you are in any need they may be a help to you in the
same way, making things equal. 15As it says in the Writings, He who had taken up much
had nothing over and he who had little had enough. 16But praise be to God, who puts the
same care for you into the heart of Titus. 17For while he gladly gave ear to our request, he
was interested enough to go to you from the impulse of his heart. 18Andwith himwe have
sent a brother whose praise in the good news has gone through all the churches; 19 And
not only so, but hewasmarked out by the churches to gowith us in the grace of this giving
which we have undertaken to the glory of the Lord and to make clear that our mind was
ready: 20And so that no man might be able to say anything against us in the business of
this giving which has been put into our hands: 21For the business has been so ordered by
us as to have the approval, not only of the Lord, but ofmen. 22Andwehave sentwith them
our brother, whose ready spirit has been made clear to us at times and in ways without
number, but it is now all the more so because of the certain faith which he has in you. 23 If
any question comes up about Titus, he is my brother-worker, working with me for you; or
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about theothers, theyare the representatives of the churches to the gloryof Christ. 24Make
clear then to them, as representatives of the churches, the quality of your love, and that the
things which we have said about you are true.

9
1But there is no need for me to say anything in my letter about the giving to the saints:

2For I have beforemade clear to those of Macedonia my pride in your readymind, saying
to them that Achaia has been ready for a year back; and a great number have beenmoved
to do the same by your example. 3But I have sent the brothers, so that the good things we
said about youmay be seen to be true, and that, as I said, youmay be ready: 4For fear that,
if any fromMacedonia comewithme, and you are not ready, we (not to say, you) might be
put to shame in this thing. 5 So it seemed to me wise for the brothers to go before, and see
that the amount which you had undertaken to give was ready, so that it might be a cause
for praise, and not as if we were making profit out of you. 6But in theWritings it says, He
who puts in only a small number of seeds, will get in the same; and he who puts them in
froma full hand,will haveproduce in fullmeasure from them. 7Let everymandoafter the
purpose of his heart; not giving with grief, or by force: for God takes pleasure in a ready
giver. 8And God is able to give you all grace in full measure; so that ever having enough of
all things, you may be full of every good work: 9As it is said in the Writings, He has sent
out far and wide, he has given to the poor; his righteousness is for ever. 10 And he who
gives seed for putting into the field and bread for food, will take care of the growth of your
seed, at the same time increasing the fruits of your righteousness; 11 Your wealth being
increased in everything, with a simple mind, causing praise to God through us. 12For this
work of giving not only takes care of the needs of the saints, but is the cause ofmuch praise
to God; 13 For when, through this work of giving, they see what you are, they give glory to
God for theway inwhich you have given yourselves to the good news of Christ, and for the
wealth of your giving to them and to all; 14While their hearts go out to you in love and in
prayer for you, because of the great grace of God which is in you. 15 Praise be to God for
what he has given, which words have no power to say.

10
1Now I, Paul, myself make request to you by the quiet and gentle behaviour of Christ, I

who am poor in spirit whenwith you, but who say what is inmymind to youwithout fear
when I am away from you: 2 Yes, I make my request to you, so that when I am with you I
may not have to make use of the authority which may be needed against some to whom
we seem to be walking after the flesh. 3 For though we may be living in the flesh, we are
not fighting after the way of the flesh 4 (For the arms with which we are fighting are not
those of the flesh, but are strong before God for the destruction of high places); 5Putting an
end to reasonings, and every high thing which is lifted up against the knowledge of God,
and causing every thought to come under the authority of Christ; 6 Being ready to give
punishment to whatever is against his authority, after you havemade it clear that you are
completely under his control. 7Give attention to the things which are before you. If any
man seems to himself to be Christ's, let him keep in mind that we are as much Christ's as
he is. 8 For though I might take pride in our authority (which the Lord gave for building
you up, and not for your destruction), it will not be a cause of shame to me: 9 That I may
not seem to have the desire of causing you fear by my letters. 10 For his letters, they say,
haveweight and are strong; but in body he is feeble, and his way of talking has little force.
11 Let those who say this keep in mind that, what we are in word by letters when we are
away, so will we be in act when we are present. 12 For we will not make comparison of
ourselveswith some of thosewho say good things about themselves: but these,measuring
themselvesby themselves, andmakingcomparisonof themselveswith themselves, arenot
wise. 13We will not give glory to ourselves in over-great measure, but after the measure
of the rulewhich God has given us, ameasurewhich comes even to you. 14Forwe have no
need to make ourselves seemmore than we are, as if our authority did not come as far as
to you: for we came even as far as you with the good news of Christ: 15Not taking credit
to ourselves for what is not our business, that is, for the work of others; but having hope
that, with the growth of your faith, wemay get the credit for an increasewhich is the effect
of our work, 16 So that we may be able to go on and take the good news to countries still
farther away than you are, and not take credit for another man's work in making things
ready to our hand. 17But whoever has a desire for glory, let his glory be in the Lord. 18For
the Lord's approval of a man is not dependent on his opinion of himself, but on the Lord's
opinion of him.
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11
1 Put up with me if I am a little foolish: but, truly, you do put up with me. 2 For I have a

very great care for you: because youhavebeenmarriedbyme to onehusband, and it ismy
desire to give you completely holy to Christ. 3But I have a fear, that in someway, as Evewas
tricked by the deceit of the snake, your minds may be turned away from their simple and
holy love for Christ. 4 For if anyone comes preaching another Jesus from the one whose
preacherswe are, or if you have got a different spirit, or a different sort of good news from
those which came to you, how well you put up with these things. 5 For in my opinion, I
am in no way less than the most important of the Apostles. 6But though I am rough in my
way of talking, I am not so in knowledge, as we have made clear to all by our acts among
you. 7 Or did I do wrong in making myself low so that you might be lifted up, because I
gave you the good news of God without reward? 8 I took money from other churches as
payment formywork, so that I might be your servant; 9Andwhen I was present with you,
andwas inneed, I let nomanbe responsible forme; for thebrothers,when they came from
Macedonia, gave me whatever was needed; and in everything I kept myself from being a
trouble to you, and I will go on doing so. 10As the true word of Christ is in me, I will let no
man take fromme thismy cause of pride in the country of Achaia. 11Why? because I have
no love for you? let God be judge. 12Butwhat I do, that I will go on doing, so that Imay give
no chance to those who are looking for one; so that, in the cause of their pride, they may
be seen to be the same as we are. 13 For such men are false Apostles, workers of deceit,
making themselves seem like Apostles of Christ. 14 And it is no wonder; for even Satan
himself is able to take the form of an angel of light. 15 So it is no great thing if his servants
make themselves seem to be servants of righteousness; whose end will be the reward of
their works. 16 I say again, Let me not seem foolish to anyone; but if I do, put up with me
as such, so that I may take a little glory to myself. 17What I am now saying is not by the
order of the Lord, but as a foolish person, taking credit tomyself, as it seems. 18Seeing that
there are those who take credit to themselves after the flesh, I will do the same. 19For you
put upwith the foolish gladly, beingwise yourselves. 20You put upwith aman if hemakes
servants of you, if hemakes profit out of you, if hemakes you prisoners, if he puts himself
in a high place, if he gives you blows on the face. 21 I say this by way of shaming ourselves,
as if we had been feeble. But if anyone puts himself forward (I am talking like a foolish
person), I will do the same. 22Are they Hebrews? so am I. Are they of Israel? so am I. Are
they the seed of Abraham? so am I. 23Are they servants of Christ? (I am talking foolishly)
I am more so; I have had more experience of hard work, of prisons, of blows more than
measure, of death. 24Five times the Jews gaveme forty blows but one. 25Three times Iwas
whippedwith rods, once I was stoned, three times the ship I was in came to destruction at
sea, a night and a day I have been in thewater; 26 In frequent travels, in dangers on rivers,
in dangers from outlaws, in dangers from my countrymen, in dangers from the Gentiles,
in dangers in the town, in dangers in the waste land, in dangers at sea, in dangers among
false brothers; 27 In hard work and weariness, in frequent watchings, going without food
and drink, cold and in need of clothing. 28 In addition to all the other things, there is that
which comes on me every day, the care of all the churches. 29Who is feeble and I am not
feeble? who is in danger of falling, and I amnot angry? 30 If I have to take credit tomyself, I
will do so in the things inwhich I am feeble. 31TheGod and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
to whom be praise for ever, is witness that the things which I say are true. 32 In Damascus,
the ruler under Aretas the king kept watch over the town of the people of Damascus, in
order to take me: 33And being let down in a basket from the wall through a window, I got
free from his hands.

12
1As it is necessary forme to take glory tomyself, though it is not a good thing, I will come

to visions and revelations of the Lord. 2 I have knowledge of a man in Christ, fourteen
years back (if he was in the body, or out of the body, I am not able to say, but God only),
whowas taken up to the third heaven. 3And I have knowledge of such aman (if he was in
the body, or out of the body, I am not able to say, but God only), 4Howhewas taken up into
Paradise, andwords came to his ears whichmay not be said, andwhichman is not able to
say. 5On account of such a one I will have glory: for myself I will take no glory, but only
in my feeble body. 6 For if I had a desire to take credit to myself, it would not be foolish,
for I would be saying what is true: but I will not, for fear that I might seem to any man
more than he sees me to be, or has word fromme that I am. 7And because the revelations
were so very great, in order that I might not be overmuch lifted up, there was given to me
a thorn in the flesh, one sent from Satan to give me pain. 8 And about this thing I made
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request to the Lord three times that it might be taken away fromme. 9And he said to me,
My grace is enough for you, for my power is made complete in what is feeble. Most gladly,
then, will I take pride in my feeble body, so that the power of Christ may be on me. 10 So I
take pleasure in being feeble, in unkind words, in needs, in cruel attacks, in troubles, on
account of Christ: for when I am feeble, then am I strong. 11 I have been forced by you to
become foolish, though itwas right formypraise tohave come fromyou: for innowaywas
I less than the chief of the Apostles, though I am nothing. 12 Truly the signs of an Apostle
were done among you in quiet strength, with wonders and acts of power. 13 For what is
there inwhich youweremade less than the other churches, but in the one thing that I was
not a trouble to you? Let me have forgiveness for this wrong. 14This is now the third time
that I am ready to come to you; and I will not be a trouble to you: my desire is for you,
not for your property: for it is not the children's business to make store for their fathers,
but the fathers for the children. 15And I will gladly give all I have for your souls. If I have
the more love for you, am I to be loved the less? 16But let it be so, that I was not a trouble
to you myself; but (someone may say) being false, I took you with deceit. 17Did I make a
profit out of you by any of thosewhom I sent to you? 18 I gave orders to Titus, and I sent the
brother with him. Did Titus make any profit out of you? were we not guided by the same
Spirit, in the same ways? 19 It may seem to you that all this time we have been attempting
to put ourselves in the right; but we are saying these things before God in Christ. For all
things, dear brothers, are for your profit. 20 For I have a fear that, when I come, you may
not be answering to my desire, and that I may not be answering to yours; that there may
be fighting, hate, angry feeling, divisions, evil talk about others, secrets, thoughts of pride,
outbursts against authority; 21And that when I come again, my Godmay put me to shame
among you, and I may have grief for those who have done wrong before and have had no
regret for their uncleanways, and for the evil desires of the flesh towhich they have given
way.

13
1This is the third time that I amcoming to you. From themouthof twoor threewitnesses

will every word be made certain. 2 I said before, and still say it before I come, as being
present for the second time, though I am still away from you, to those who have done
wrong before, and to all the others, that if I come again I will not have pity; 3 Seeing that
you are looking for a sign of Christ giving out his word inme; who is not feeble in relation
to you, but is strong in you: 4For hewas feeble in that hewas put to death on the cross, but
he is living by the power of God. And we are feeble in him, but we will be living with him
through the power of God in relation to you. 5Make a test of yourselves, if you are in the
faith; make certain of yourselves. Or are you not conscious in yourselves that Jesus Christ
is in you, if you are truly Christ's? 6But it is my hope that you will have no doubt that we
are truly Christ's. 7Now our prayer to God is that you may do no evil; not in order that
it may be put to our credit, but so that you may do what is right, whatever we may seem.
8Because we are able to do nothing against what is true, but only for it. 9 For we are glad
whenwe are feeble and you are strong: and this is our prayer, even that youmay bemade
complete. 10For this cause I amwriting these things while I am away, so that theremay be
need for me, when I am present, to make use of sharp measures, by the authority which
the Lord has givenme for building up and not for destruction. 11Let this be my last word,
brothers; be glad; be complete; be comforted; be of the same mind; be at peace with one
another: and the God of love and peace will be with you. 12Give one another a holy kiss.
13All the saints send their love to you. 14The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of
God, and the harmony of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
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Paul’s Letter to the Galatians
1 Paul, an Apostle (not from men, and not through man, but through Jesus Christ, and

God the Father, who made him come back from the dead), 2And all the brothers who are
withme, to the churches of Galatia: 3Grace to you and peace fromGod the Father and our
Lord Jesus Christ, 4Who gave himself for our sins, so that hemight make us free from this
present evil world, after the purpose of our God and Father: 5 To whom be the glory for
ever and ever. So be it. 6 I am surprised that you are being so quickly turned away from
himwhoseword came toyou in the graceof Christ, to goodnewsof adifferent sort; 7Which
is not another sort: only there are somewho give you trouble, desiring tomake changes in
the goodnews of Christ. 8But even ifwe, or an angel fromheaven,were to be a preacher to
youof goodnewsother than thatwhichwehave given you, let there be a curse onhim. 9As
we have said before, so say I now again, If any man is a preacher to you of any good news
other than thatwhich has been given to you, let there be a curse on him. 10Am I nowusing
arguments to men, or God? or is it my desire to give men pleasure? if I was still pleasing
men, I would not be a servant of Christ. 11Because I say to you, my brothers, that the good
news of which I was the preacher is not man's. 12 For I did not get it fromman, and I was
not given teaching in it, but it came to me through revelation of Jesus Christ. 13 For news
has come to you of myway of life in the past in the Jews' religion, how I was cruel without
measure to the church of God, and did great damage to it: 14And Iwent farther in the Jews'
religion than a number of my generation amongmy countrymen, having a more burning
interest in the beliefs handed down frommy fathers. 15Butwhen it was the good pleasure
of God, by whom I was marked out even from my mother's body, through his grace, 16 To
give the revelation of his Son in me, so that I might give the news of him to the Gentiles;
then I did not take the opinion of flesh and blood, 17 And I went not up to Jerusalem to
thosewhowere Apostles beforeme; but I went away into Arabia, and again I came back to
Damascus. 18 Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Cephas, and was there
with him fifteen days. 19 But of the other Apostles I saw only James, the Lord's brother.
20NowGod is witness that the things which I amwriting to you are true. 21Then I came to
the parts of Syria and Cilicia. 22And the churches of Judaea which were in Christ still had
no knowledge of my face or person: 23Only it came to their ears that he who at one time
was cruel to us is now preaching the faith which before had been attacked by him; 24And
they gave glory to God inme.

2
1 Then after the space of fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas,

taking Titus with me. 2And I went up by revelation; and I put before them the good news
which I was preaching among the Gentiles, but privately before those who were of good
name, so that the work which I was or had been doing might not be without effect. 3 But
not even Titus whowaswithme, being a Greek, wasmade to undergo circumcision: 4And
that becauseof the false brothers let in secretly,who came searchingout our free condition
which we have in Christ Jesus, so that theymight make servants of us; 5To whomwe gave
way not even for an hour; so that the true words of the good news might still be with you.
6 But from those who seemed to be important (whatever they were has no weight with
me: God does not take man's person into account): those who seemed to be important
gave nothing new to me; 7 But, quite the opposite, when they saw that I had been made
responsible for preaching the good news to thosewithout circumcision, even as Peter had
been for those of the circumcision 8 (Becausehewhowasworking inPeter as theApostle of
thecircumcisionwasworkingno less inmeamong theGentiles); 9Whentheysawthegrace
which was given to me, James and Cephas and John, who had the name of being pillars,
gave to me and Barnabas their right hands as friends so that we might go to the Gentiles,
and they to the circumcision; 10Only it was their desire that we would give thought to the
poor; which very thing I had much in mind to do. 11But when Cephas came to Antioch, I
made a protest against him to his face, because he was clearly in the wrong. 12 For before
certainmen came from James, he did take foodwith the Gentiles: but when they came, he
went back andmade himself separate, fearing thosewhowere of the circumcision. 13And
the rest of the Jews went after him, so that even Barnabas was overcome by their false
ways. 14 But when I saw that they were not living uprightly in agreement with the true
words of the good news, I said to Cephas before them all, If you, being a Jew, are living
like the Gentiles, and not like the Jews, howwill you make the Gentiles do the same as the
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Jews? 15We being Jews by birth, and not sinners of the Gentiles, 16Being conscious that a
man does not get righteousness by the works of the law, but through faith in Jesus Christ,
we had faith in Christ Jesus, so that we might get righteousness by faith in Christ, and not
by the works of the law: because by the works of the law will no flesh get righteousness.
17 But if, while we were desiring to get righteousness through Christ, we ourselves were
seen to be sinners, is Christ a servant of sin? In noway! 18For if I put up again those things
which I gave to destruction, I am seen to be a wrongdoer. 19 For I, through the law, have
become dead to the law, so that I might be living to God. 20 I have been put to death on the
cross with Christ; still I am living; no longer I, but Christ is living inme; and that life which
I now am living in the flesh I am living by faith, the faith of the Son of God, who in love
for me, gave himself up for me. 21 I do not make the grace of God of no effect: because if
righteousness is through the law, then Christ was put to death for nothing.

3
1 O foolish Galatians, by what strange powers have you been tricked, to whom it was

made clear that Jesus Christ was put to death on the cross? 2 Give me an answer to this
one question, Did the Spirit come to you through the works of the law, or by the hearing
of faith? 3 Are you so foolish? having made a start in the Spirit, will you now be made
complete in the flesh? 4Did you undergo such a number of things to no purpose? if it is in
fact to no purpose. 5Hewho gives you the Spirit, and doesworks of power among you, is it
by the works of law, or by the hearing of faith? 6Even as Abraham had faith in God, and it
was put to his account as righteousness. 7Be certain, then, that those who are of faith, the
sameare sonsofAbraham. 8And theholyWritings, seeingbefore the event thatGodwould
give the Gentiles righteousness by faith, gave the good news before to Abraham, saying, In
you will all the nations have a blessing. 9 So then those who are of faith have a part in the
blessing of Abraham who was full of faith. 10 For all who are of the works of the law are
under a curse: because it is said in theWritings, A curse is on everyonewho does not keep
on doing all the things which are ordered in the book of the law. 11Now that no man gets
righteousness by the law in the eyes of God, is clear; because, The upright will be living by
faith. 12And the law is not of faith; but, He who does themwill have life by them. 13Christ
hasmade us free from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us: because it is said
in theWritings, A curse on everyonewho is put to death by hanging on a tree: 14So that on
the Gentiles might come the blessing of Abraham in Christ Jesus; in order that we through
faith might have the Spirit which God had undertaken to give. 15Brothers, as men would
say, evenaman's agreement,when it has beenmade certain,maynot beput onone side, or
haveadditionsmade to it. 16NowtoAbrahamwere theundertakings given, and tohis seed.
He says not, And to seeds, as of a great number; but as of one, he says, And to your seed,
which is Christ. 17Now this I say: The law,which came four hundred and thirty years after,
does not put an end to the agreement made before by God, so as to make the undertaking
without effect. 18Because if theheritage is by the law, it is no longerdependent on theword
of God; but God gave it to Abrahambyhisword. 19What then is the law? Itwas an addition
made because of sin, till the coming of the seed to whom the undertaking had been given;
and it was ordered through angels by the hand of a go-between. 20Now a go-between is
not a go-between of one; but God is one. 21 Is the law then against the words of God? in
no way; because if there had been a law which was able to give life, truly righteousness
would have been by the law. 22However, the holy Writings have put all things under sin,
so that that for which God gave the undertaking, based on faith in Jesus Christ, might be
given to thosewho have such faith. 23But before faith came, wewere kept in prison under
the law, waiting for the revelation of the faith which was to come. 24So the law has been a
servant to take us to Christ, so that we might have righteousness by faith. 25But now that
faith is come, we are no longer under a servant. 26Because you are all sons of God through
faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For all those of you who were given baptism into Christ did put on
Christ. 28There is no Jew orGreek, servant or free,male or female: because you are all one
in Jesus Christ. 29 And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's seed, and yours is the
heritage by the right of God's undertaking given to Abraham.

4
1But I say that as longas the son is a child, he is innowaydifferent fromaservant, though

he is lord of all; 2But is under keepers and managers till the time fixed by the father. 3 So
we, whenwewere young, were kept under the first rules of theworld; 4Butwhen the time
had come, God sent out his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, 5 That he might
make them free who were under the law, and that we might be given the place of sons.
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6And because you are sons, God has sent out the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, saying,
Abba, Father. 7So that you are no longer a servant, but a son; and if a son, then the heritage
of God is yours. 8But at that time, having no knowledge of God, youwere servants to those
who by right are no gods: 9 But now that you have come to have knowledge of God, or
more truly, God has knowledge of you, how is it that you go back again to the poor and
feeble first things, desiring to be servants to them again? 10 You keep days, and months,
and fixed times, and years. 11 I am in fear of you, that I may have been working for you to
no purpose. 12My desire for you, brothers, is that youmay be as I am, because I am as you
are. You have doneme nowrong; 13But you have knowledge that with a feeble body I was
preaching the good news to you the first time; 14And you did not have a poor opinion of
me because of the trouble in my flesh, or put shame on it; but you took me to your hearts
as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus. 15Where then is that happy condition of yours?
because I give youwitness, that, if possible, youwould have taken out your eyes and given
them tome. 16 So then am I no longer your friend, because I give you true words? 17Their
interest in you is not good; but their desire is that youmay be shut out, so that youmay go
after them. 18 But it is good to have an interest in a good cause at all times, and not only
when I am present with you. 19My children, of whom I am again in birth-pains till Christ
is formed in you, 20Truly my desire is to be present with you now, using a changed voice;
for I am troubled about you. 21 Say, you whose desire it is to be under the law, do you not
give ear to the law? 22Because it is in theWritings, that Abrahamhad two sons, one by the
servant-woman, and one by the freewoman. 23Now the sonby the servant-womanhas his
birth after the flesh; but the son by the free woman has his birth through the undertaking
of God. 24Which things have a secret sense; because thesewomenare the two agreements;
one from themountain of Sinai, giving birth to servants, which is Hagar. 25Now thisHagar
is themountain Sinai in Arabia, and is the image of the Jerusalemwhich now is: which is a
servant with her children. 26But the Jerusalem on high is free, which is ourmother. 27For
it is in the Writings, You who have never given birth, be glad; give cries of joy, you who
have had no birth-pains; for the children of her who has been given up by her husband
are more than those of the womanwho has a husband. 28Nowwe, brothers, as Isaac was,
are the children of the undertaking of God. 29But as in those days he who had birth after
the fleshwas cruel to himwho had birth after the Spirit, even so it is now. 30What then do
the Writings say? Send away the servant-woman and her son; for the son of the servant-
womanwill not have a part in the heritagewith the son of the freewoman. 31So, brothers,
we are not children of the servant-woman, but of the free woman.

5
1Christ has trulymade us free: then keep your free condition and let noman put a yoke

on you again. 2 See, I Paul say to you, that if you undergo circumcision, Christ will be
of no use to you. 3 Yes, I give witness again to every man who undergoes circumcision,
that he will have to keep all the law. 4 You are cut off from Christ, you who would have
righteousness by the law; you are turned away from grace. 5 For we through the Spirit
by faith are waiting for the hope of righteousness. 6 Because in Christ Jesus, having
circumcision or not having circumcision are equally of no profit; but only faith working
through love. 7You were going on well; who was the cause of your not giving ear to what
is true? 8This ready belief did not come from himwho had made you his. 9A little leaven
makes a change in all themass. 10 I am certain about you in the Lord, that youwill be of no
other mind; but he who is troubling youwill have his punishment, whoever he is. 11But I,
brothers, if I am still preaching circumcision, why am I still attacked? then has the shame
of the cross been taken away. 12My desire is that they who give you troublemight even be
cut off themselves. 13Because you, brothers, weremarked out to be free; only do notmake
use of your free condition to give the flesh its chance, but through love be servants one to
another. 14 For all the law is made complete in one word, even in this, Have love for your
neighbour as for yourself. 15 But if you are given to fighting with one another, take care
that you are not the cause of destruction one to another. 16 But I say, Go on in the Spirit,
and you will not come under the rule of the evil desires of the flesh. 17 For the flesh has
desires against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; because these are opposite the
one to theother; so that youmaynotdo the thingswhichyouhaveamind todo. 18But if you
are guided by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 19Now theworks of the flesh are clear,
which are these: evil desire, unclean things, wrong use of the senses, 20Worship of images,
useof strangepowers, hates, fighting, desire forwhatanotherhas, angry feelings, attempts
to get the better of others, divisions, false teachings, 21 Envy, uncontrolled drinking and
feasting, and such things: of which I give you word clearly, even as I did in the past, that
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theywhodosuch thingswill havenopart in thekingdomofGod. 22But the fruit of theSpirit
is love, joy, peace, a quiet mind, kind acts, well-doing, faith, 23 Gentle behaviour, control
over desires: against such there is no law. 24And those who are Christ's have put to death
on the cross the flesh with its passions and its evil desires. 25 If we are living by the Spirit,
by the Spirit let us be guided. 26Let us not be full of self-glory, making one another angry,
having envy of one another.

6
1Brothers, if a man is taken in any wrongdoing, you who are of the Spirit will put such

a one right in a spirit of love; keeping watch on yourself, for fear that you yourself may be
tested. 2 Take on yourselves one another's troubles, and so keep the law of Christ. 3 For if
a man has an idea that he is something when he is nothing, he is tricked by himself. 4But
let every man make test of his work, and then will his cause for glory be in himself only,
and not in his neighbour. 5Because everyman is responsible for his part of thework. 6But
let him who gets teaching in the word give a part in all good things to his teacher. 7Be not
tricked; God is not made sport of: for whatever seed a man puts in, that will he get back
as grain. 8Because he who puts in the seed of the flesh will of the flesh get the reward of
death; but he who puts in the seed of the Spirit will of the Spirit get the reward of eternal
life. 9And let usnot get tiredofwell-doing; for at the right timewewill get in the grain, ifwe
do not give way to weariness. 10 So then, as we have the chance, let us do good to all men,
and specially to those who are of the family of the faith. 11 See the size of the handwriting
which I myself have made use of in writing to you. 12 Those who have the desire to seem
important in theflesh, put force on you to undergo circumcision; only that theymaynot be
attackedbecauseof thecrossofChrist. 13Becauseeven thosewhoundergocircumcisiondo
not themselves keep the law; but they would have you undergo circumcision, so that they
may have glory in your flesh. 14But far be it fromme to have glory in anything, but only in
the cross of ourLord JesusChrist, throughwhich thisworldhas come toanendon the cross
for me, and I for it. 15 For having circumcision is nothing, and not having circumcision is
nothing, but only a new order of existence. 16 And on all who are guided by this rule be
peace and mercy, and on the Israel of God. 17 From this time on let no man be a trouble
to me; because my body is marked with the marks of Jesus. 18The grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ be with your spirit, brothers. So be it.
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Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians
1Paul, an Apostle of Christ Jesus by the purpose of God, to the saints who are at Ephesus,

and thosewhohave faith in Christ Jesus: 2Grace to youandpeace fromGodour Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ. 3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
given us every blessing of the Spirit in the heavens in Christ: 4 Even as he made selection
of us in him from the first, so that we might be holy and free from all evil before him in
love: 5Aswewere designedbefore byhim for the position of sons to himself, through Jesus
Christ, in the good pleasure of his purpose, 6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, which
he freely gave to us in the Loved One: 7 In whomwe have salvation through his blood, the
forgiveness of our sins, through thewealth of his grace, 8Which he gave us in fullmeasure
in all wisdom and care; 9Having made clear to us the secret of his purpose, in agreement
with the design which he had in mind, to put into his hands 10 The ordering of the times
when they are complete, so that all things might come to a head in Christ, the things in
heaven and the things on the earth; in him, I say, 11 In whom we have a heritage, being
markedout from thefirst in his purposewhodoes all things in agreementwithhis designs;
12 So that his glory might have praise through us who first had hope in Christ: 13 In whom
you, having been given the true word, the good news of your salvation, and through your
faith in him, were given the sign of the Holy Spirit of hope, 14Which is the first-fruit of our
heritage, till God gets back that which is his, to the praise of his glory. 15 For this cause I,
having had news of the faith in the Lord Jesus which is among you, and which you make
clear toall the saints, 16Givepraisewithoutend foryou, keepingyou inmind inmyprayers;
17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him; 18And that having the eyes of your heart
full of light, youmayhave knowledge ofwhat is the hope of his purpose,what is thewealth
of the glory of his heritage in the saints, 19And how unlimited is his power to us who have
faith, as is seen in the working of the strength of his power, 20 By which he made Christ
come back from the dead, and gave him a place at his right hand in heaven, 21 Far over
all rule and authority and power and every namewhich is named, not only in the present
order, but in thatwhich is to come: 22Andhehasput all thingsunderhis feet, andhasmade
him to be head over all things to the church, 23Which is his body, the full measure of him
in whom all things are made complete.

2
1And to youdidhe give life,whenyouweredead throughyourwrongdoing and sins, 2 In

which youwere living in the past, after the ways of this present world, doing the pleasure
of the lord of the power of the air, the spirit who is now working in those who go against
the purpose of God; 3Among whomwe all at one time were living in the pleasures of our
flesh, givingway to thedesires of thefleshandof themind, and thepunishment ofGodwas
waiting for us even as for the rest. 4 But God, being full of mercy, through the great love
which he had for us, 5 Even when we were dead through our sins, gave us life together
with Christ (by grace you have salvation), 6 So that we came back from death with him,
and are seatedwith him in the heavens, in Christ Jesus; 7That in the time to come hemight
make clear the full wealth of his grace in hismercy to us in Christ Jesus: 8Because by grace
you have salvation through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is given by God: 9Not by
works, so thatnomanmay takeglory tohimself. 10Forbyhis actweweregivenexistence in
Christ Jesus to do those good works which God before made ready for us so that wemight
do them. 11 For this reason keep it in mind that in the past you, the Gentiles in the flesh,
who are looked on as being outside the circumcision by those who have circumcision, in
the flesh, made by hands; 12 That you were at that time without Christ, being cut off from
any part in Israel's rights as a nation, having no part in God's agreement, having no hope,
and without God in the world. 13But now in Christ Jesus you who at one time were far off
aremadenear in the blood of Christ. 14For he is our peace, whohasmade the two into one,
and bywhom themiddle wall of division has been broken down, 15Having in his flesh put
an end to that whichmade the division between us, even the lawwith its rules and orders,
so that he might make in himself, of the two, one new man, so making peace; 16And that
the twomight come into agreement with God in one body through the cross, so putting an
end to that division. 17And he came preaching peace to youwhowere far off, and to those
whowere near; 18Because through him the two of us are able to come near in one Spirit to
the Father. 19So then you are no longer as those who have no part or place in the kingdom
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of God, but you are numbered among the saints, and of the family of God, 20 Resting on
the base of the Apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the chief keystone, 21 In
whomall the building, rightly joined together, comes to be a holy house of God in the Lord;
22 In whom you, with the rest, are united together as a living-place of God in the Spirit.

3
1 For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for you Gentiles, 2 If that ordering

of the grace of God has come to your knowledge, which was given to me for you, 3How
by revelation the secret was made clear to me, as I said before in a short letter, 4 By the
reading of which you will be clear about my knowledge of the secret of Christ; 5Which in
other generations was not given to the sons of men, but the revelation of it has now been
made to his holy Apostles and prophets in the Spirit; 6Which is that the Gentiles have a
part in the heritage, and in the samebody, and in the samehope in Christ through the good
news, 7Of which I wasmade a preacher, through that grace of Godwhich was given tome
in the measure of the working of his power. 8 To me, who am less than the least of all the
saints, was this grace given, so that I mightmake clear to the Gentiles the good news of the
unendingwealth of Christ: 9Andmake allmen seewhat is the ordering of the secretwhich
from the first has been kept in God who made all things; 10 So that now to the rulers and
the authorities in the heavens might be made clear through the church the wide-shining
wisdomofGod, 11Which is seen inhis eternal purpose inChrist Jesus ourLord: 12Bywhom
we come near to God without fear through faith in him. 13 For this reason it is my prayer
thatyoumaynotbecomefeeblebecauseofmy troubles foryou,whichareyourglory. 14For
this cause I go down onmy knees before the Father, 15Fromwhom every family in heaven
and on earth is named, 16 That in the wealth of his glory he would make you strong with
power through his Spirit in your hearts; 17So that Christmay have his place in your hearts
through faith; and that you, being rooted and based in love, 18May have strength to see
with all the saints how wide and long and high and deep it is, 19 And to have knowledge
of the love of Christ which is outside all knowledge, so that you may be made complete as
God himself is complete. 20Now to himwho is able to do in full measuremore than all our
desires or thoughts, through the powerwhich isworking in us, 21Tohimbe the glory in the
church and in Christ Jesus to all generations for ever and ever. So be it.

4
1 I then, the prisoner in the Lord, make this request frommy heart, that youwill see that

your behaviour is a credit to the position which God's purpose has given you, 2With all
gentle and quiet behaviour, taking whatever comes, putting up with one another in love;
3Taking care to keep theharmonyof the Spirit in the yoke of peace. 4There is one body and
oneSpirit, evenasyouhavebeenmarkedoutbyGod in theonehopeofhispurpose foryou;
5OneLord, one faith, one baptism, 6OneGod andFather of all, who is over all, and through
all, and in all. 7But to every one of us has grace been given in the measure of the giving of
Christ. 8 For this reason he says, He went up on high, taking his prisoners with him, and
gave freely to men. 9 (Now this, He went up, what is it but that he first went down into the
lower parts of the earth? 10He who went down is the same who went up far over all the
heavens so that he might make all things complete.) 11And he gave some as Apostles, and
some, prophets; andsome, preachersof thegoodnews; andsome togivecareand teaching;
12For the training of the saints as servants in the church, for the building up of the body of
Christ: 13 Till we all come to the harmony of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of
God, to full growth, to the full measure of Christ: 14 So that we may be no longer children,
sent this way and that, turned about by every wind of teaching, by the twisting and tricks
of men, by the deceits of error; 15But saying true words in love, may come to full growth
in him, who is the head, even Christ; 16 Through whom all the body, being rightly formed
and united together, by the full working of every part, is increased to the building up of
itself in love. 17 This I say, then, and give witness in the Lord, that you are to go no longer
in the way of the Gentiles whose minds are turned to that which has no profit, 18Whose
thoughts are dark, towhom the life of God is strange because they arewithout knowledge,
and theirheartshavebeenmadehard; 19Whohavingnomorepowerof feeling, havegiven
themselves up to evil passions, to do all unclean things with overmuch desire. 20 For this
was not the teaching of Christ whichwas given to you; 21 If in fact you gave ear to him, and
were given teaching in him, even as what is true is made clear in Jesus: 22 That you are
to put away, in relation to your earlier way of life, the old man, which has become evil by
love of deceit; 23And be made new in the spirit of your mind, 24And put on the newman,
to which God has given life, in righteousness and a true and holy way of living. 25And so,
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putting away false words, let everyone say what is true to his neighbour: for we are parts
one of another. 26Be angry without doing wrong; let not the sun go down on your wrath;
27And do not give way to the Evil One. 28 Let him who was a thief be so no longer, but let
him do good work with his hands, so that he may have something to give to himwho is in
need. 29Let no evil talk come out of yourmouth, but onlywhat is good for giving necessary
teaching, and for grace to those who give ear. 30And do not give grief to the Holy Spirit of
God, by whom you were marked for the day of salvation. 31Let all bitter, sharp and angry
feeling, and noise, and evil words, be put away from you, with all unkind acts; 32And be
kind to one another, full of pity, having forgiveness for one another, even as God in Christ
had forgiveness for you.

5
1Let it then be your desire to be like God, as well-loved children; 2And be living in love,

evenasChrist had love for you, andgavehimself up forus, anoffering toGod for aperfume
of a sweet smell. 3 But evil acts of the flesh and all unclean things, or desire for others'
property, let it not even be named among you, as is right for saints; 4And let there be no
low behaviour, or foolish talk, or words said in sport, which are not right, but in place of
them the giving of praise. 5Being certain of this, that nomanwhogivesway to the passions
of the flesh, no unclean person, or one who has desire for the property of others, or who
gives worship to images, has any heritage in the kingdom of Christ and God. 6Do not be
turned from the right way by foolish words; for because of these things the punishment
of God comes on those who do not put themselves under him. 7Have no part with such
men; 8 For you at one time were dark, but now are light in the Lord: let your behaviour
be that of children of light 9 (Because the fruit of the light is in all righteousness and in
everything which is good and true), 10 Testing by experience what is well-pleasing to the
Lord; 11And have no company with the works of the dark, which give no fruit, but make
their true quality clear; 12For the thingswhich are done by them in secret it is shame even
to put into words. 13But all things, when their true quality is seen, are made clear by the
light: because everythingwhich ismade clear is light. 14For this reason he says, Be awake,
you who are sleeping, and come up from among the dead, and Christ will be your light.
15Take care then how you are living, not as unwise, but as wise; 16Making good use of the
time, because the days are evil. 17For this reason, then, do not be foolish, but be conscious
of the Lord's pleasure. 18And do not take overmuchwine bywhich onemay be overcome,
but be full of the Spirit; 19 Joiningwith one another in holy songs of praise and of the Spirit,
using your voice in songs and making melody in your heart to the Lord; 20Giving praise
at all times for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to God, even the Father;
21Letting yourselves be ruled by one another in the fear of Christ. 22Wives, be under the
authority of your husbands, as of the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife, as
Christ is the head of the church, being himself the saviour of the body. 24And as the church
is under Christ's authority, so let wives be under the rule of their husbands in all things.
25Husbands, have love for your wives, even as Christ had love for the church, and gave
himself for it; 26 So that he might make it holy, having made it clean with the washing of
water by the word, 27And might take it for himself, a church full of glory, not having one
mark or fold or any such thing; but that it might be holy and complete. 28Even so it is right
for husbands to have love for their wives as for their bodies. He who has love for his wife
has love for himself: 29Fornomanever hadhate for his flesh; but he gives it food and takes
care of it, even as Christ does for the church; 30Becausewe are parts of his body. 31For this
cause will a man go away from his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the
two will become one flesh. 32This is a great secret: but mywords are about Christ and the
church. 33But do you, everyone, have love for hiswife, even as for himself; and let thewife
see that she has respect for her husband.

6
1Children, do what is ordered by your fathers andmothers in the Lord: for this is right.

2 Give honour to your father and mother (which is the first rule having a reward), 3 So
that all may be well for you, and your life may be long on the earth. 4 And, you fathers,
do not make your children angry: but give them training in the teaching and fear of the
Lord. 5Servants, dowhat is orderedby thosewhoare yournaturalmasters, having respect
and fear for them, with all your heart, as to Christ; 6Not only under your master's eye, as
pleasers ofmen; but as servants of Christ, doing thepleasure ofGod from theheart; 7Doing
your work readily, as to the Lord, and not to men: 8 In the knowledge that for every good
thing anyone does, he will have his reward from the Lord, If he is a servant or if he is free.
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9 And, you masters, do the same things to them, not making use of violent words: in the
knowledge that their Master and yours is in heaven, and he has no respect for a man's
position. 10Lastly, be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of his power. 11Take up God's
instruments of war, so that you may be able to keep your position against all the deceits
of the Evil One. 12 For our fight is not against flesh and blood, but against authorities and
powers, against theworld-rulersof thisdarknight, against the spirits of evil in theheavens.
13 For this reason take up all the arms of God, so that you may be able to be strong in the
evil day, and, having done all, to keep your place. 14 Take your place, then, having your
body clothedwith the trueword, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness; 15Be
ready with the good news of peace as shoes on your feet; 16And most of all, using faith as
a cover to keep off all the flaming arrows of the Evil One. 17 And take salvation for your
head-dress and the sword of the Spirit, which is theword of God: 18With prayers and deep
desires,making requests at all times in the Spirit, and keepingwatch, with strong purpose,
in prayer for all the saints, 19And for me, that words may be given to me in the opening
of my mouth, to make clear without fear the secret of the good news, 20 For which I am a
representative in chains, and that Imay saywithout fear the thingswhich it is right forme
to say. 21But so that youmay have knowledge ofmy business, and how I am, Tychicus, the
well-lovedbrother and tested servant in theLord,will give younewsof all things: 22Whom
I have sent to you for this very purpose, so that you may have knowledge of our position,
and that he may give comfort to your hearts. 23 Peace be to the brothers, and love with
faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 24Grace be with all those who have
true love for our Lord Jesus Christ.
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Paul’s Letter to the Philippians
1 Paul and Timothy, servants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ Jesus at Philippi,

with the Bishops andDeacons of the church: 2Grace to you and peace fromGod our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ. 3 I give praise to my God at every memory of you, 4And in all
my prayers for you all, making my request with joy, 5 Because of your help in giving the
good news from the first day till now; 6For I am certain of this very thing, that he bywhom
the good work was started in you will make it complete till the day of Jesus Christ: 7 So it
is right for me to take thought for you all in this way, because I have you in my heart; for
inmy chains, and inmy arguments before the judges in support of the good news, making
clear that it is true, you all have your part with me in grace. 8 For God is my witness, how
my love goes out to you all in the lovingmercies of Christ Jesus. 9Andmyprayer is that you
may be increased more and more in knowledge and experience; 10 So that you may give
your approval to the best things; that you may be true and without wrongdoing till the
day of Christ; 11 Being full of the fruits of righteousness, which are through Jesus Christ,
to the glory and praise of God. 12 Now it is my purpose to make clear to you, brothers,
that the cause of the good news has been helped by my experiences; 13 So that it became
clear through all the Praetorium, and to all the rest, that I was a prisoner on account of
Christ; 14And most of the brothers in the Lord, taking heart because of my chains, are all
the stronger to give theword of Godwithout fear. 15Though some are preaching Christ out
of envyand competition, others do it out of a goodheart: 16Thesedo it from love, conscious
that I am responsible for the cause of the good news: 17But those are preaching Christ in
a spirit of competition, not from their hearts, but with the purpose of giving me pain in
my prison. 18What then? only that in every way, falsely or truly, the preaching of Christ
goes on; and in this I am glad, and will be glad. 19 For I am conscious that this will be for
my salvation, through your prayer and the giving out of the stored wealth of the Spirit of
Jesus Christ, 20 In the measure of my strong hope and belief that in nothing will I be put to
shame, but that without fear, as at all times, so now will Christ have glory in my body, by
life or by death. 21 For to me life is Christ and death is profit. 22But if I go on living in the
flesh— if this is the fruit of mywork— then I do not see what decision tomake. 23 I am in a
hardpositionbetween the two, havingadesire to goawayandbewithChrist,which is very
much better: 24 Still, to go on in the flesh is more necessary because of you. 25And being
certain of this, I am conscious that I will go on, yes, and go onwith you all, for your growth
and joy in the faith; 26 So that your pride in me may be increased in Christ Jesus through
my being present with you again. 27Only let your behaviour do credit to the good news of
Christ, so that if I come and see you or if I am away from you, I may have news of you that
you are strong in one spirit, working together with one soul for the faith of the good news;
28Having no fear of those who are against you; which is a clear sign of their destruction,
but of your salvation, and that from God; 29Because to you it has been given in the cause
of Christ not only to have faith in him, but to undergo pain on his account: 30 Fighting the
same fight which you saw inme, and now have word of in me.

2
1 If then there is any comfort in Christ, any help given by love, any uniting of hearts

in the Spirit, any loving mercies and pity, 2Make my joy complete by being of the same
mind, having the same love, being in harmony and of one mind; 3Doing nothing through
envy or through pride, but with low thoughts of self let everyone take others to be better
than himself; 4Not looking everyone to his private good, but keeping inmind the things of
others. 5 Let this mind be in you which was in Christ Jesus, 6 To whom, though himself in
the form of God, it did not seem that to take for oneself was to be like God; 7But he made
himself as nothing, taking the form of a servant, beingmade likemen; 8And being seen in
form as a man, he took the lowest place, and let himself be put to death, even the death of
the cross. 9 For this reason God has put him in the highest place and has given to him the
namewhich is greater than every name; 10So that at the name of Jesus every kneemay be
bent, of those in heaven and those on earth and those in the underworld, 11And that every
tonguemay givewitness that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 12So then,
my loved ones, as you have at all times done what I say, not only when I am present, but
now much more when I am not with you, give yourselves to working out your salvation
with fear in your hearts; 13 For it is God who is the cause of your desires and of your acts,
for his good pleasure. 14Do all things without protests and arguments; 15 So that you may
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be holy and gentle, children of Godwithout sin in a twisted and foolish generation, among
whom you are seen as lights in the world, 16Offering the word of life; so that I may have
glory in you in the day of Christ, because my running was not for nothing and my work
was not without effect. 17And even if I am offered like a drink offering, giving myself for
the cause and work of your faith, I am glad and have joy with you all: 18And in the same
way do you be glad and have a part in my joy. 19But I am hoping in the Lord Jesus to send
Timothy to you before long, so that I may be comforted when I have news of you. 20 For I
have no man of like mind who will truly have care for you. 21 For they all go after what is
theirs, not after the things of Christ. 22But his quality is clear to you; how, as a child is to
its father, so he was a help to me in the work of the good news. 23Him then I am hoping to
send as quickly as possible, when I am able to see how things will go for me: 24But I have
faith in the Lord that I myself will come before long. 25 But it seemed to me necessary to
send to you Epaphroditus, my brother, who has taken part withme in the work and in the
fight, and your servant, sent by you for help inmy need; 26Because his heart waswith you
all, and hewas greatly troubled because you had news that hewas ill: 27For in fact hewas
ill almost to death: but God had mercy on him; and not only on him but on me, so that I
might not have grief on grief. 28 I have sent him, then, the more gladly, so that when you
see him again, you may be happy and I may have the less sorrow. 29 So take him to your
hearts in the Lord with all joy, and give honour to such as he is: 30Because for the work of
Christ he was near to death, putting his life in danger to make your care for me complete.

3
1 For the rest, my brothers, be glad in the Lord. Writing the same things to you is no

trouble to me, and for you it is safe. 2Be on the watch against dogs, against the workers of
evil, against those of the circumcision: 3For we are the circumcision, who give worship to
God and have glory in Jesus Christ, and have no faith in the flesh: 4 Even though I myself
might have faith in the flesh: if any other man has reason to have faith in the flesh, I have
more: 5Being given circumcision on the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of
Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in relation to the law, a Pharisee: 6 In bitter hate I was
cruel to the church; I kept all the righteousness of the law to the last detail. 7 But those
things which were profit to me, I gave up for Christ. 8Yes truly, and I am ready to give up
all things for the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, which is more than all: for whom I
have undergone the loss of all things, and to me they are less than nothing, so that I may
have Christ as my reward, 9And be seen in him, not having my righteousness which is of
the law, but thatwhich is through faith inChrist, the righteousnesswhich is ofGodby faith:
10That I may have knowledge of him, and of the power of his coming back from the dead,
and a part with him in his pains, becoming like him in his death; 11 If in any way I may
have the reward of life from the dead. 12Not as if I had even now got the reward or been
made complete: but I go on in the hope that Imay come to the knowledge of that forwhich
I wasmade the servant of Christ Jesus. 13Brothers, it is clear to me that I have not come to
that knowledge; but one thing I do, letting go those things which are past, and stretching
out to the thingswhich are before, 14 I go forward to themark, even the reward of the high
purpose of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Then let us all, who have come to full growth, be of this
mind: and if in anything you are of a different mind, even this will Godmake clear to you:
16Only, as far aswehave got, let us be guided by the same rule. 17Brothers, takeme as your
example, and take note of those who are walking after the example we have given. 18 For
there are those, of whom I have given you word before, and do so now with sorrow, who
arehaters of the cross of Christ; 19Whose end is destruction,whose god is the stomach, and
whose glory is in their shame, whoseminds are fixed on the things of the earth. 20For our
country is in heaven; from where the Saviour for whom we are waiting will come, even
the Lord Jesus Christ: 21Bywhom this poor body of ours will be changed into the image of
the body of his glory, in the measure of the working by which he is able to put all things
under himself.

4
1 So my brothers, well loved and very dear to me, my joy and crown, be strong in the

Lord, my loved ones. 2 I make request to Euodias and Syntyche to be of the same mind
in the Lord. 3 And I make request to you, true helper in my work, to see to the needs of
those women who took part with me in the good news, with Clement and the rest of my
brother-workers whose names are in the book of life. 4 Be glad in the Lord at all times:
again I say, Be glad. 5 Let your gentle behaviour be clear to all men. The Lord is near.
6Have no cares; but in everything with prayer and praise put your requests before God.
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7 And the peace of God, which is deeper than all knowledge, will keep your hearts and
minds inChrist Jesus. 8For therest,mybrothers,whatever thingsare true,whatever things
have honour, whatever things are upright, whatever things are holy, whatever things are
beautiful, whatever things are of value, if there is any virtue and if there is any praise, give
thought to these things. 9 The things which came to you by my teaching and preaching,
and which you saw in me, these things do, and the God of peace will be with you. 10 But
I am very glad in the Lord that your care for me has come to life again; though you did
in fact take thought for me, but you were not able to give effect to it. 11 But I will not say
anything about my needs, for I am able, wherever I am, to be dependent onmyself. 12 It is
the same tome if I am lookeddownonorhonoured; everywhereand inall things I have the
secret of how to be full and how to go without food; how to have wealth and how to be in
need. 13 I amable to do all things throughhimwho givesme strength. 14But you didwell to
have care forme inmy need. 15And you have knowledge, Philippians, that when the good
news first came to you, when I went away fromMacedonia, no church took part with me
in the business of giving to the saints, but you only; 16 Because even in Thessalonica you
sent once and again tome inmy need. 17Not that I am looking for an offering, but for fruit
which may be put to your credit. 18 I have all things and more than enough: I am made
full, having had fromEpaphroditus the thingswhich came from you, a perfume of a sweet
smell, an offering well pleasing to God. 19And my God will give you all you have need of
from thewealth of his glory in Christ Jesus. 20Now to God our Father be glory for ever and
ever. So be it. 21 Give words of love to every saint in Christ Jesus. The brothers who are
withme send you their love. 22All the saints send their love to you, specially thosewho are
of Caesar's house. 23The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.
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Paul’s Letter to the Colossians
1 Paul, an Apostle of Jesus Christ, by the purpose of God, and Timothy our brother, 2 To

the saints and true brothers in Christ at Colossae: Grace to you and peace from God our
Father. 3We give praise to God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, making prayer for you
at all times, 4After hearing of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the lovewhich you have for
all the saints, 5Through the hope which is in store for you in heaven; knowledge of which
was given to you before in the true word of the good news, 6Which has come to you; and
which in all theworld is giving fruit and increase, as it has done in you from the daywhen
it came to your ears and you had true knowledge of the grace of God; 7As it was given to
you by Epaphras, our well-loved helper, who is a true servant of Christ for us, 8And who,
himself, made clear to us your love in the Spirit. 9 For this reason, we, from the day when
we had word of it, keep on in prayer for you, that you may be full of the knowledge of his
purpose,withallwisdomandexperienceof theSpirit, 10Livinguprightly in theapproval of
the Lord, giving fruit in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 Full
of strength in the measure of the great power of his glory, so that you may undergo all
troubles with joy; 12Giving praise to the Father who has given us a part in the heritage of
the saints in light; 13Who has made us free from the power of evil and given us a place in
the kingdom of the Son of his love; 14 In whom we have our salvation, the forgiveness of
sins: 15Who is the image of the unseen God coming into existence before all living things;
16For by him all thingsweremade, in heaven and on earth, things seen and things unseen,
authorities, lords, rulers, and powers; all things were made by him and for him; 17He is
before all things, and in him all things have being. 18And he is the head of the body, the
church: the starting point of all things, the first to come again from the dead; so that in all
things he might have the chief place. 19 For God in full measure was pleased to be in him;
20 Through him uniting all things with himself, having made peace through the blood of
his cross; through him, I say, uniting all things which are on earth or in heaven. 21 And
you, who in the past were cut off and at war with God in your minds through evil works,
he has now made one 22 In the body of his flesh through death, so that you might be holy
andwithout sin and free from all evil before him: 23 If you keep yourselves safely based in
the faith, not moved from the hope of the good news which came to you, and which was
given to every living being under heaven; of which I, Paul, was made a servant. 24Now I
have joy in my pain because of you, and in my flesh I undergo whatever is still needed to
make the sorrows of Christ complete, for the salvation of his body, the church; 25Of which
I became a servant by the purpose of God which was given to me for you, to give effect to
theword of God, 26The secret which has been kept from all times and generations, but has
now been made clear to his saints, 27 To whom God was pleased to give knowledge of the
wealth of the glory of this secret among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of
glory: 28Whomwe are preaching; guiding and teaching every man in all wisdom, so that
every man may be complete in Christ; 29And for this purpose I am working, using all my
strength by the help of his power which is working inme strongly.

2
1For it is my desire to give you news of the great fight I ammaking for you and for those

at Laodicea, and for all who have not seen my face in the flesh; 2 So that their hearts may
be comforted, and that being joined together in love, they may come to the full wealth of
the certain knowledge of the secret of God, even Christ, 3 In whom are all the secret stores
of wisdom and knowledge. 4 I say this so that you may not be turned away by any deceit
of words. 5For though I am not present in the flesh, still I amwith you in the spirit, seeing
with joy your order, and your unchanging faith in Christ. 6As, then, you took Christ Jesus
the Lord, so go on in him, 7Rooted and based together in him, strong in the faithwhich the
teaching gave you, giving praise to God at all times. 8Take care that no one takes you away
by force, throughman's wisdom and deceit, going after the beliefs ofmen and the theories
of the world, and not after Christ: 9 For in him all the wealth of God's being has a living
form, 10And you are complete in him,who is the head of all rule and authority: 11 Inwhom
you had a circumcision not made with hands, in the putting off of the body of the flesh,
in the circumcision of Christ; 12Having been put to death with him in baptism, by which
you came to life againwith him, through faith in theworking of God, whomade him come
back fromthedead. 13Andyou, beingdead throughyour sinsand theevil conditionofyour
flesh, to you, I say, he gave life together with him, and forgiveness of all our sins; 14Having
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put an end to the handwriting of the lawwhich was against us, taking it out of the way by
nailing it to his cross; 15Havingmade himself free from the rule of authorities and powers,
he put themopenly to shame, glorying over them in it. 16For this reason let nomanbeyour
judge in any question of food or drink or feast days or newmoons or Sabbaths: 17For these
are an image of the things which are to come; but the body is Christ's. 18 Let no man take
your reward fromyoubyconsciouslymaking little ofhimself andgivingworship toangels;
having his thoughts fixed on the things which he has seen, being foolishly lifted up in his
natural mind, 19And not joined to the Head, fromwhom all the body, being given strength
and kept together through its joins and bands, has its growthwith the increase of God. 20 If
youweremade free, by your deathwith Christ, from the rules of theworld,whydo youput
yourselves under the authority of orders 21Which say there may be no touching, tasting,
or taking in your hands, 22 (Rules which are all to come to an end with their use) after the
orders and teaching ofmen? 23These things seem to have a sort of wisdom in self-ordered
worshipandmaking little of oneself, andbeing cruel to thebody, nothonouring it bygiving
it its natural use.

3
1 If then you have a new life with Christ, give your attention to the things of heaven,

where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2Keep yourmind on the higher things, not
on the things of earth. 3For your life on earth is done, and youhave a secret lifewith Christ
in God. 4At the coming of Christ who is our life, you will be seen with him in glory. 5Then
put to death your bodies which are of the earth; wrong use of the flesh, unclean things,
passion, evil desires and envy,which is theworship of strange gods; 6Because ofwhich the
wrath of God comes on those who go against his orders; 7Among whom you were living
in the past, when you did such things. 8 But now it is right for you to put away all these
things; wrath, passion, bad feeling, curses, unclean talk; 9 Do not make false statements
to one another; because you have put away the old man with all his doings, 10And have
put on the new man, which has become new in knowledge after the image of his maker;
11Where there is no Greek or Jew, no one with circumcision or without circumcision, no
division between nations, no servant or free man: but Christ is all and in all. 12As saints
of God, then, holy and dearly loved, let your behaviour bemarked by pity andmercy, kind
feeling, a low opinion of yourselves, gentle ways, and a power of undergoing all things;
13Being gentle to one another and having forgiveness for one another, if anyone has done
wrong to his brother, even as the Lord had forgiveness for you: 14Andmore than all, have
love; the only way in which youmay be completely joined together. 15And let the peace of
Christ be ruling in your hearts, as it was the purpose of God for you to be one body; and
give praise to God at all times. 16Let the word of Christ be in you in all wealth of wisdom;
teaching and helping one another with songs of praise and holy words, making melody
to God with grace in your hearts. 17And whatever you do, in word or in act, do all in the
nameof theLord Jesus, givingpraise toGod theFather throughhim. 18Wives, beunder the
authority of your husbands, as is right in the Lord. 19Husbands, have love for your wives,
and be not bitter against them. 20 Children, do the orders of your fathers and mothers in
all things, for this is pleasing to the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not be hard on your children, so
that their spirit may not be broken. 22 Servants, in all things do the orders of your natural
masters; not only when their eyes are on you, as pleasers of men, but with all your heart,
fearing the Lord: 23Whatever you do, do it readily, as to the Lord and not to men; 24Being
certain that the Lord will give you the reward of the heritage: for you are the servants of
the Lord Christ. 25 For the wrongdoer will have punishment for the wrong he has done,
without respect for anyman's position.

4
1Masters, give your servantswhat is right andequal, conscious that youhaveaMaster in

heaven. 2Give yourselves to prayer at all times, keeping watch with praise; 3Andmaking
prayer for us, that Godmay give us an open door for the preaching of the word, the secret
of Christ, for which I am now in chains; 4 So that I may make it clear, as it is right for me
to do. 5Be wise in your behaviour to those who are outside, making good use of the time.
6Let your talk be with grace, mixed with salt, so that youmay be able to give an answer to
everyone. 7 Tychicus will give you news of all my business: he is a dear brother and true
servant and helper in the word; 8And I have sent him to you for this very purpose, so that
youmayhavenews of howweare, and so that hemay give your hearts comfort; 9Andwith
himIhave sentOnesimus, the trueandwell-lovedbrother,who isoneofyou. Theywill give
you word of everything which is taking place here. 10 Aristarchus, my brother-prisoner,
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sends his love to you, andMark, a relation of Barnabas (about whom you have been given
orders: if he comes to you, be kind to him), 11And Jesus, whose other name is Justus; these
are of the circumcision: they are my only brother-workers for the kingdom of God, who
have been a comfort tome. 12Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ Jesus, sends
youhis love, ever taking thought for you inhis prayers, that youmaybe complete and fully
certain of all the purpose of God. 13For I give witness of him that he has undergone much
trouble foryouand for those inLaodiceaand inHierapolis. 14Luke, ourwell-lovedmedical
friend, and Demas, send you their love. 15 Give my love to the brothers in Laodicea and
to Nymphas and the church in their house. 16And when this letter has been made public
among you, let the samebedone in the church of Laodicea; and see that youhave the letter
fromLaodicea. 17Say to Archippus, See that you do theworkwhich the Lord has given you
to do. 18 I, Paul, give you this word of love inmy handwriting. Keep inmemory that I am a
prisoner. Grace be with you.
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Paul’s First Letter to the Thessalonians
1 Paul and Silvanus and Timothy, to the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father

and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. 2We give praise to God at all times
for you, keeping you in memory in our prayers; 3Having ever in mind your work of faith
and acts of love and the strength of your hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, before our God
and Father; 4 Being conscious, my brothers, dear to God, that you have been marked out
by God's purpose; 5 Because our good news came to you, not in word only, but in power,
and in the Holy Spirit, so that you were completely certain of it; even as you saw what
our behaviour to you was like from our love to you. 6 And you took us and the Lord as
your example, after theword had come to you inmuch trouble, with joy in theHoly Spirit;
7 So that you became an example to all those who have faith in Christ in Macedonia and
Achaia. 8For not only was the word of the Lord sounding out from you in Macedonia and
Achaia, but in every place your faith in God is made clear; so that we have no need to say
anything. 9 For they themselves give the news of how we came among you; and how you
were turned from images to God, to theworship of a true and living God, 10Waiting for his
Son from heaven, who came back from the dead, even Jesus, our Saviour from the wrath
to come.

2
1 For you yourselves, brothers, are conscious that our coming among you was not

without effect: 2 But after we had first undergone much pain and been cruelly attacked
as you saw, at Philippi, by the help of Godwe gave you the good newswithout fear, though
everythingwas against us. 3For ourwitness does not come from error or from an unclean
heart or from deceit: 4But even as the good news was given to us by the approval of God,
so we give it out; not as pleasing men, but God by whom our hearts are tested. 5 For it is
common knowledge among you that we nevermade use of smooth-sounding false words,
and God is witness that at no time were we secretly desiring profit for ourselves, 6 Or
looking for glory frommen, fromyouor fromothers,whenwemight havemade ourselves
a care to you as Apostles of Christ. 7But we were gentle among you, like a woman caring
for her little ones: 8 Even so, being full of loving desire for you, we took delight in giving
you not only God's good news, but even our lives, because you were dear to us. 9 For you
have the memory, my brothers, of our trouble and care; how, working night and day, so
that we might not be a trouble to any of you, we gave you the good news of God. 10 You
are witnesses, with God, how holy and upright and free from all evil was our way of life
among you who have faith; 11 Even as you saw how, like a father with his children, we
were teaching and comforting you all, and giving witness, 12 So that your lives might be
pleasing to God, who has given you a part in his kingdom and his glory. 13 And for this
cause we still give praise to God, that, when the word came to your ears through us, you
took it, not as the word of man, but, as it truly is, the word of God, which has living power
in you who have faith. 14 For you, my brothers, took as your examples the churches of
God which are in Judaea in Christ Jesus; because you underwent the same things from
your countrymen as they did from the Jews; 15Who put to death the Lord Jesus and the
prophets, violently driving us out; who are unpleasing to God and against all men; 16Who,
to make the measure of their sins complete, kept us from giving the word of salvation to
the Gentiles: but thewrath of God is about to come on them in the fullest degree. 17Butwe,
my brothers, being away from you for a short time, in body but not in heart, had all the
more desire to see your face; 18 For which reason we made attempts to come to you, even
I, Paul, once and again; but Satan kept us from coming. 19 For what is our hope or joy or
crown of glory? Are not even you, before our Lord Jesus, at his coming? 20For you are our
glory and our joy.

3
1 At last our desire to have news of you was so strong that, while we ourselves were

waiting at Athens, 2We sent Timothy, our brother and God's servant in the good news of
Christ, to give you strength and comfort in your faith; 3So that nomanmight bemoved by
these troubles; because you see that these things are part of God's purpose for us. 4 And
when we were with you, we said to you that trouble was before us; and so it came about,
as you see. 5For this reason, when I was no longer able to keep quiet, I sent to get news of
your faith, fearing that youmight be tested by the Evil One and that our workmight come
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to nothing. 6But now that Timothy has come to us from you, and has given us good news
of your faith and love, and that you have happymemories of us, desiring greatly to see us,
even as we do to see you; 7 For this cause, brothers, in all our trouble and grief we were
comforted about you because of your faith; 8For it is life to us if you keep your faith in the
Lord unchanged. 9For howgreat is the praisewhichwe give to God for you, and howgreat
the joywithwhichwe are glad because of you before our God; 10Night and day requesting
God again and again thatwemay see your face andmake your faith complete. 11Nowmay
our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus make a way for us to come to you; 12And
the Lord give you increase of love in fullestmeasure to one another and to allmen, even as
our love to you; 13 So that your hearts may be strong and free from all sin before our God
and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

4
1And last of all, the prayer whichwemake to you from our heart and in the name of the

Lord Jesus, is this: that as wemade clear to you what sort of behaviour is pleasing to God,
as in fact you are doing now, so youwill go on in theseways, butmore andmore. 2Because
you have in mind the orders we gave you through the Lord Jesus. 3 For the purpose of
God for you is this: that youmay be holy, andmay keep yourselves from the desires of the
flesh; 4So that every one of youmay keep his body holy and in honour; 5Not in the passion
of evil desires, like the Gentiles, who have no knowledge of God; 6And that no man may
make attempts to get the better of his brother in business: for the Lord is the judge in all
these things, as we said to you before and gave witness. 7Because it is God's purpose that
our way of life may be not unclean but holy. 8Whoever, then, goes against this word, goes
against not man but God, who gives his Holy Spirit to you. 9But about loving the brothers,
there is no need for me to say anything to you in this letter: for you have the teaching of
God that love for one another is right and necessary; 10 And, truly, you are lovers of all
the brothers in Macedonia; but it is our desire that your love may be increased still more;
11And that youmay take pride in being quiet and doing your business, workingwith your
hands as we gave you orders; 12That youmay be respected by those who are outside, and
may have need of nothing. 13But it is our desire, brothers, that you may be certain about
those who are sleeping; so that you may have no need for sorrow, as others have who are
without hope. 14 For if we have faith that Jesus underwent death and came back again,
even so those who are sleeping will come again with him by God's power. 15 For this we
say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are still living at the coming of the Lord,
will not go before those who are sleeping. 16 Because the Lord himself will come down
from heaven with a word of authority, with the voice of the chief angel, with the sound of
a horn: and the dead in Christ will come to life first; 17Then we who are still living will be
taken up togetherwith them into the clouds to see the Lord in the air: and sowill we be for
ever with the Lord. 18 So then, give comfort to one another with these words.

5
1Butabout the timesand their order,mybrothers, there isnoneed forme to sayanything

to you. 2 For you yourselves have the knowledge that the day of the Lord will come like a
thief in the night. 3When they say, There is peace and no danger, then sudden destruction
will come on them, as birth-pains on a woman with child; and they will not be able to get
away from it. 4But you, my brothers, are not in the dark, for that day to overtake you like
a thief: 5For you are all sons of light and of the day: we are not of the night or of the dark.
6 So then, let us not take our rest as the others do, but let us be self-controlled and awake.
7For those who are sleeping do so in the night; and those who are the worse for drink are
so in the night; 8 But let us, who are of the day, be serious, putting on the breastplate of
faith and love, and on our heads, the hope of salvation. 9 For God's purpose for us is not
wrath, but salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10Whowas put to death for us, so that,
awake or sleeping, wemayhave a part in his life. 11So then, go on comforting and building
up one another, as you have been doing. 12But we make this request to you, my brothers:
give attention to those who are working among you, who are over you in the Lord to keep
order among you; 13And have a high opinion of them in love because of their work. Be at
peace among yourselves. 14And our desire is that you will keep control over those whose
lives arenotwell ordered, giving comfort to the feeble-hearted, supporting thosewith little
strength, and putting up with much from all. 15 Let no one give evil for evil; but ever go
afterwhat is good, for one another and for all. 16Have joy at all times. 17Keep onwith your
prayers. 18 In everything give praise: for this is the purpose of God in Christ Jesus for you.
19Do not put out the light of the Spirit; 20Do not make little of the words of the prophets;
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21Let all things be tested; keep towhat is good; 22Keep from every form of evil. 23Andmay
the God of peace himself make you holy in every way; and may your spirit and soul and
body be free from all sin at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24God, bywhom you have
beenmarkedout inhispurpose, is unchangingandwillmake it complete. 25Brothers, keep
us inmind in your prayers. 26Give all the brothers a holy kiss. 27 I give orders in the name
of the Lord that all the brothers are to be present at the reading of this letter. 28The grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
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Paul’s Second Letter to the Thessalonians
1 Paul and Silvanus and Timothy, to the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father

and the Lord Jesus Christ: 2Grace to you and peace fromGod the Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ. 3 It is right for us to give praise to God at all times for you, brothers, because of
the great increase of your faith, and the wealth of your love for one another; 4 So that we
ourselves takepride inyou in the churchesofGod for youruntroubledmindandyour faith
in all the troubles and sorrows which you are going through; 5Which is a clear sign of the
decision which God in his righteousness has made; to give you a part in his kingdom, for
which youhave undergone this pain; 6For it is an act of righteousness onGod's part to give
trouble as their reward to thosewho are troubling you, 7And to youwho are troubled, rest
with us, when the Lord Jesus comes from heaven with the angels of his power in flames
of fire, 8To give punishment to those who have no knowledge of God, and to those who do
not give ear to the goodnews of our Lord Jesus: 9Whose rewardwill be eternal destruction
from the face of the Lord and from the glory of his strength, 10At his coming, when hewill
have glory in his saints, and will be a cause of wonder in all those who had faith (because
our witness among you had effect) in that day. 11 For this reason, you are ever in our
prayers, that you may seem to our God such as may have a part in his purpose and that
by his power he will make all his good purpose, and the work of faith, complete; 12 So that
glory may be given to the name of our Lord Jesus through you, and youmay have glory in
him, by the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

2
1Nowas to the comingof theLord JesusChrist, andourmeetingwithhim, it is ourdesire,

my brothers, 2That youmay not bemoved inmind or troubled by a spirit, or by aword, or
by a letter as fromus, with the suggestion that the day of the Lord is even now come; 3Give
no belief to false words: because there will first be a falling away from the faith, and the
revelationof themanof sin, the sonofdestruction, 4Whoputshimself against all authority,
lifting himself up over all which is namedGod or is givenworship; so that he takes his seat
in the Temple of God, putting himself forward as God. 5Have you no memory of what I
said when I was with you, giving you word of these things? 6 And now it is clear to you
what is keeping back his revelation till the time comes for him to be seen. 7 For the secret
of evil is even now at work: but there is one who is keeping back the evil till he is taken
out of the way. 8And then will come the revelation of that evil one, whom the Lord Jesus
will put to death with the breath of his mouth, and give to destruction by the revelation
of his coming; 9 Even the one whose coming is marked by the working of Satan, with all
power and signs and false wonders, 10And with every deceit of wrongdoing among those
whose fate is destruction; because they were quite without that love of the true faith by
which theymight have salvation. 11And for this cause, Godwill give themup to the power
of deceit and theywill put their faith inwhat is false: 12So that they allmay be judged, who
had no faith in what is true, but took pleasure in evil. 13But it is right for us to give praise
to God at all times for you, brothers, loved by the Lord, because it was the purpose of God
from the first that youmight have salvation, being made holy by the Spirit and by faith in
what is true: 14And in this purpose he gave you a part through the good news of whichwe
were the preachers, even that you might have part in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.
15 So then, brothers, be strong in purpose, and keep the teaching which has been given to
you byword or by letter fromus. 16Nowour Lord Jesus Christ himself, andGod our Father
whohad love for us andhas given us eternal comfort and good hope through grace, 17Give
you comfort and strength in every good work andword.

3
1 For the rest, my brothers, let there be prayer for us that the word of the Lord may go

forward with increasing glory, even as it does with you; 2And that we may be made free
from foolish and evil men; for not all have faith. 3But the Lord is true, who will give you
strength and keep you safe from evil. 4And we have faith in the Lord about you, that you
are doing and will do the things about which we give you orders. 5And may your hearts
be guided by the Lord into the love of God and quiet waiting for Christ. 6 Now we give
you orders, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from all those
whose behaviour is not well ordered and in harmony with the teaching which they had
fromus. 7Foryouyourselvesareused to takingusasyourexample, becauseour lifeamong
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you was ruled by order, 8 And we did not take food from any man for nothing, but were
working hard night and day not to be a trouble to any of you: 9Not because we have not
the right, but to make ourselves an example to you, so that you might do the same. 10 For
even when we were with you we gave you orders, saying, If any man does no work, let
him not have food. 11 For it has come to our ears that there are some among you whose
behaviour is uncontrolled, who do no work at all, but are over-interested in the business
of others. 12Now to suchwe give orders andmake request in the Lord Jesus, that, working
quietly, they get their living. 13And you, my brothers, do not get tired of well-doing. 14And
if anymandoes not give attention towhatwe have said in this letter, take note of thatman,
and keep away fromhim, so that hemay be shamed. 15Have no feeling of hate for him, but
take him in hand seriously as a brother. 16Now the Lord of peace himself give you peace
at all times and in every way. May the Lord be with you all. 17These words of love to you
at the end are in my writing, Paul's writing, and this is the mark of every letter from me.
18May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
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Paul’s First Letter to Timothy
1 Paul, an Apostle of Jesus Christ, by the order of God our Saviour and Christ Jesus our

hope; 2 To Timothy, my true child in the faith: Grace, mercy, peace, from God the Father
and Christ Jesus our Lord. 3 It was my desire, when I went on into Macedonia, that you
might make a stop at Ephesus, to give orders to certainmen not to put forward a different
teaching, 4Or to give attention to stories and long lists of generations, from which come
questionings and doubts, in place of God's ordered way of life which is in faith; 5 But the
effect of the order is love coming from a clean heart, and a knowledge ofwhat is right, and
true faith: 6Fromwhich somehavebeen turnedaway, giving themselves to foolish talking;
7Desiring to be teachers of the law, though they have no knowledge of what they say or of
the statements which they make so certainly. 8We are conscious that the law is good, if a
manmakes a right use of it, 9With the knowledge that the law is made, not for the upright
man, but for those who have no respect for law and order, for evil men and sinners, for
the unholy and those who have no religion, for those who put their fathers or mothers to
death, for takers of life, 10 For those who go after loose women, for those with unnatural
desires, for thosewho takemenprisoners, whomake false statements and false oaths, and
thosewho do any other things against the right teaching, 11Whichmay be seen in the good
news of the glory of the great God, which was given into my care. 12 I give praise to him
who gave me power, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he took me to be true, making me his
servant, 13Though I had said violentwords against God, and done cruel acts, causing great
trouble: but Iwas givenmercy, because I did itwithout knowledge, not having faith; 14And
the grace of our Lord was very great, with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. 15 It is a
true saying, in which all may put their faith, that Christ Jesus came into the world to give
salvation to sinners, of whom I am the chief: 16 But for this reason I was given mercy, so
that inme, the chief of sinners, Jesus Christ might make clear all his mercy, as an example
to thosewho in the futurewouldhave faith inhim toeternal life. 17Nowto theKingeternal,
ever-living, unseen, the only God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. So be it. 18 This
order I give to you, Timothy my son, in harmony with the words of the prophets about
you, so that by them youmay be strong, fighting the good fight, 19Keeping faith, and being
conscious of well-doing; for some, by not doing these things, have gone wrong in relation
to the faith: 20Such areHymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have given up to Satan, so that
theymay say nomore evil words against God.

2
1My desire is, first of all, that you will make requests and prayers and give praise for all

men; 2 For kings and all those in authority; so that we may have a calm and quiet life in
all fear of God and serious behaviour. 3 This is good and pleasing in the eyes of God our
Saviour; 4Whose desire is that all men may have salvation and come to the knowledge
of what is true. 5 For there is one God and one peacemaker between God and men, the
man Christ Jesus, 6Who gave himself as an offering for all; witness of which was to be
given at the right time; 7 And of this I became a preacher and an Apostle (what I say is
true, not false,) and a teacher of the Gentiles in the true faith. 8 It is my desire, then, that
in every placemenmay give themselves to prayer, lifting up holy hands, without wrath or
argument. 9And that womenmay be dressed in simple clothing, with a quiet and serious
air; notwith twistedhair andgoldor jewels or robes of great price; 10But clothedwith good
works, as is right for womenwho are living in the fear of God. 11Let a woman quietly take
the place of a learner and be under authority. 12 In my opinion it is right for a woman not
to be a teacher, or to have rule over a man, but to be quiet. 13 For Adam was first formed,
then Eve; 14And Adam was not taken by deceit, but the woman, being tricked, became a
wrongdoer. 15But if they go on in faith and love and holy self-control, she will be kept safe
at the time of childbirth.

3
1 This is a true saying, A man desiring the position of a Bishop has a desire for a good

work. 2 The Bishop, then, is to be a man of good name, the husband of one wife, self-
controlled, serious-minded, having respect for order, opening his house freely to guests,
a ready teacher; 3 Not quickly moved to wrath or blows, but gentle; no fighter, no lover
of money; 4 Ruling his house well, having his children under control with all serious
behaviour; 5 (For if a man has not the art of ruling his house, how will he take care of
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the church of God?) 6Not one newly taken into the church, for fear that, through his high
opinionofhimself, hemaycome into the samesinas theEvilOne. 7Andhe is tohaveagood
nameamong those outside the church, so that nothingmaybe said against himandhemay
not be taken by the designs of the Evil One. 8Deacons, in the same way, are to be serious
in their behaviour, not false in word, not given to taking much wine or greatly desiring
thewealth of this world; 9Keeping the secret of the faith in a heart free from sin. 10And let
these first be put to the test; then let thembecomeDeacons if there is nothing against them.
11Women are to be serious in behaviour, saying no evil of others, controlling themselves,
true in all things. 12 Let Deacons be husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their
houses well. 13 For those who have done good work as Deacons get for themselves a good
position and become free from fear in the faith which is in Christ Jesus. 14 I am writing
these things to you, though I am hoping to come to you before long; 15 But if I am long in
coming, this will make clear to you what behaviour is right for men in the house of God,
which is the church of the living God, the pillar and base of what is true. 16And without
argument, great is the secret of religion: Hewhowas seen in theflesh,whowas givenGod's
approval in the spirit, was seen by the angels, of whom the good news was given among
the nations, in whom the world had faith, who was taken up in glory.

4
1But the Spirit says clearly that in later times some will be turned away from the faith,

giving their minds to spirits of deceit, and the teachings of evil spirits, 2Through the false
ways of men whose words are untrue, whose hearts are burned as with a heated iron;
3Who keep men from being married and from taking food which God made to be taken
with praise by those who have faith and true knowledge. 4Because everything which God
has made is good, and nothing is evil, if it is taken with praise: 5 For it is made holy by the
word of God and by prayer. 6 If you keep these things before the minds of the brothers,
youwill be a good servant of Christ Jesus, trained in the words of the faith and of the right
teaching which has been your guide: 7 But have nothing to do with unclean and foolish
stories. Give yourself training in religion: 8 For the training of the body is of profit for a
little, but religion is of profit in every way, giving hope for the life which now is, and for
that which is to come. 9This is a true saying, in which all may put their faith. 10And this is
the purpose of all our work and our fighting, because our hope is in the living God, who is
theSaviourofallmen, andspeciallyof thosewhohave faith. 11Let thesebeyourordersand
your teaching. 12Let no onemake little of youbecause you are young, but be an example to
thechurch inword, inbehaviour, in love, in faith, inholy living. 13Till I come, giveattention
to the reading of the holy Writings, to comforting the saints, and to teaching. 14Make use
of that grace in you, which was given to you by the word of the prophets, when the rulers
of the church put their hands on you. 15Have a care for these things; give yourself to them
with all your heart, so that all may see how you go forward. 16Give attention to yourself
and your teaching. Go on in these things; for in doing so youwill get salvation for yourself
and for those who give hearing to you.

5
1Donot say sharpwords to onewhohas authority in the church, but let your talk be as to

a father, and to the youngermen as to brothers: 2To the older women as tomothers, to the
younger as to sisters, with a clean heart. 3Give honour to widows who are truly widows.
4 But if any widow has children or children's children, let these see that it is right to take
care of their family and their fathers and mothers: for this is pleasing in the eyes of God.
5Now shewho is truly a widow andwithout family puts her hope in God, giving herself to
prayer day and night. 6 But she who gives herself to pleasure is dead while she is living.
7Give orders to this effect, so that no evil may be said of anyone. 8 If anyone has no care
for his family and those in his house, he is false to the faith, and is worse than one who
has no faith. 9 Let no woman be numbered among the widows who is under sixty years
old, and only if she has been the wife of one man, 10 And if witness is given of her good
works; if she has had the care of children, if she has been kind to travellers, washing the
feet of the saints, helping those who are in trouble, giving herself to good works. 11But to
the younger widows say No: for when their love is turned away from Christ, they have a
desire tobemarried; 12And theyare judgedbecause theyhavebeen false to theirfirst faith;
13And they get into the way of doing no work, going about from house to house; and not
only doing no work, but talking foolishly, being over-interested in the business of others,
saying thingswhich they have no right to say. 14So it ismy desire that the youngerwidows
may be married and have children, controlling their families, and giving the Evil One no
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chance to say anything against them, 15For even now some are turned away to Satan. 16 If
any woman of the faith has relations who are widows, let her give them help, so that the
care of them does not come on the church, and so it may give help to those who are truly
widowed. 17 Let rulers whose rule is good be honoured twice over, specially those whose
work is preaching and teaching. 18 For the Writings say, It is not right to keep the ox from
taking the grain when he is crushing it. And, The worker has a right to his reward. 19Do
not take as true any statement made against one in authority, but only if two or three give
witness to it. 20 Say sharp words to sinners when all are present, so that the rest may be
in fear. 21 I give you orders before God and Christ Jesus and the angels of God's selection,
to keep these orders without giving thought to one side more than another. 22Do not put
hands on any man without thought, and have no part in other men's sins: keep yourself
clean. 23Do not take only water as your drink, but take a little wine for the good of your
stomach, andbecauseyouare frequently ill. 24The sinsof somemenare clearly seen, going
before themtobe judged; butwithothers, their sins goafter them. 25 In the sameway, there
are goodworkswhich are clearly seen; and thosewhich are not so,may not be kept secret.

6
1 Let all who are servants under the yoke give all honour to their masters, so that no

evil may be said against the name of God and his teaching. 2And let those whose masters
are of the faith have respect for them because they are brothers, working for them the
more readily, because those who take part in the good work are of the faith and are dear.
Give orders and teaching about these things. 3 If any man gives different teaching, not in
agreement with the true words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and with the teaching which is
in agreement with true religion, 4He has an over-high opinion of himself; being without
knowledge, having only an unhealthy love of questionings andwars ofwords, fromwhich
come envy, fighting, cruelwords, evil thoughts, 5Bitter talk ofmenwho, being evil inmind
and dead to what is true, take the faith to be a way of making profit. 6But true faith, with
peace ofmind, is of great profit: 7Forwe came into theworldwith nothing, andwe are not
able to take anything out; 8But if we have food and a roof over us, let that be enough. 9But
those who have a desire for wealth are falling into danger, and are taken as in a net by a
number of foolish and damaging desires, throughwhichmen are overtaken by death and
destruction. 10For the love ofmoney is a root of all evil: and somewhose heartswere fixed
on ithavebeen turnedaway fromthe faith, andbeenwoundedwithunnumberedsorrows.
11 But you, O man of God, keep yourself from these things, and go after righteousness,
religion, faith, love, a quiet mind, gentle behaviour. 12 Be fighting the good fight of the
faith; take for yourself the life eternal, for which you were marked out, and of which you
gave witness in the eyes of all. 13 I give you orders before God, the giver of life, and Christ
Jesus,whobeforePontiusPilate gavewitness to the faith, 14Tokeep theworduntouchedby
evil, clear from all shame, till the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ: 15Which at the right
time hewill make clear, who is the eternal and only Ruler, King of kings, and Lord of lords;
16Whoonly has life for ever, living in light towhichnomanmay comenear; whomnoman
has seen or is able to see: to whom be honour and power for ever. So be it. 17Give orders
to those who havemoney and goods in this life, not to be lifted up in their minds, or to put
their hope in the uncertain chances of wealth, but in God who gives us in full measure all
things for our use; 18 And to do good, having wealth in good works, being quick to give,
taking part with one another; 19Making ready for themselves a safe place for the time to
come, so that the true lifemay be theirs. 20OTimothy, take good care of thatwhich is given
to you, turning away from the wrong and foolish talk and arguments of that knowledge
which is falsely so named; 21Through which some, who gave their minds to it, have been
turned away from the faith. Grace be with you.
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Paul’s Second Letter to Timothy
1Paul, an Apostle of Jesus Christ by the purpose of God, in the hope of the life which is in

Christ Jesus, 2 To Timothy, my well-loved child: Grace, mercy, peace, from God the Father
and Christ Jesus our Lord. 3 I give praise to God, whose servant I have been, with a heart
free fromsin, from the timeofmy fathers, because inmyprayers at all times the thought of
you iswithme, night andday 4Desiring to seeyou, keeping inmymemoryyourweeping, so
that I may be full of joy; 5Having inmind your true faith, which first was in yourmother's
mother Lois, and in yourmother Eunice, and, I am certain, is now in you. 6For this reason
I say to you, Let that grace of God which is in you, given to you by my hands, have living
power. 7For God did not give us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of self-control.
8Have no feeling of shame, then, for the witness of our Lord or for me, his prisoner: but
undergo all things for the good news in the measure of the power of God; 9Who gave us
salvation,marking us out for his purpose, not on account of ourworks, but in themeasure
of his purpose and his grace, which was given to us in Christ Jesus before times eternal,
10But has now been made clear by the revelation of our Saviour Christ Jesus, who put an
end todeathandmade lifeunending come to light through thegoodnews, 11Ofwhich Iwas
made a preacher and an Apostle and a teacher; 12And for which I undergo these things:
but I have no feeling of shame. For I have knowledge of him in whom I have faith, and I
am certain that he is able to keep that which I have given into his care till that day. 13Keep
the form of those true words which you had fromme, in faith and love which is in Christ
Jesus. 14That good thing which was given to you keep safe, through the Holy Spirit which
is in us. 15 You have had news that all those in Asia went away from me; among whom
are Phygelus and Hermogenes: 16May the Lord give mercy to the house of Onesiphorus
because he frequently gaveme help, and had no feeling of shame because I was in chains;
17But when hewas in Rome, hewent in search ofme everywhere, and came tome 18 (May
he have the Lord's mercy in that day); and of all he did for me at Ephesus you have full
knowledge.

2
1So then,mychild, be strong in the gracewhich is inChrist Jesus. 2And the thingswhich I

have said to youbefore anumberofwitnesses, give to thoseof the faith, so that theymaybe
teachers of others. 3Be ready to dowithout the comforts of life, as one of the armyof Christ
Jesus. 4A fighting man, when he is with the army, keeps himself free from the business of
this life so that hemay be pleasing to himwho has taken him into his army. 5And if aman
takes part in a competition he does not get the crown if he has not kept the rules. 6 It is right
for theworker in thefields to be thefirst to take of the fruit. 7Give thought towhat I say; for
theLordwill give youwisdominall things. 8Keep inmind JesusChrist, of the seedofDavid,
who came back from the dead, asmy good news giveswitness: 9 Inwhich I put upwith the
hardest conditions, evenprison chains, like onewhohasdonea crime; but thewordofGod
is not in chains. 10But I undergo all things for the saints, so that theymay have salvation in
Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 11This is a true saying: If we undergo deathwith him, then
will we be living with him: 12 If we go on to the end, then wewill be ruling with him: if we
say we have no knowledge of him, then he will say he has no knowledge of us: 13 If we are
without faith, still he keeps faith, for hewill never be untrue to himself. 14Put these things
before them, giving them orders in the name of the Lord to keep themselves from fighting
about words, which is of no profit, only causing error in their hearers. 15 Let it be your
care to get the approval of God, as aworkmanwho has no cause for shame, giving the true
word in the rightway. 16But takenopart inwrong and foolish talk, for thosewhodo sowill
go farther into evil, 17And their words will be like poisoned wounds in the flesh: such are
Hymenaeus and Philetus; 18Men whose ideas are all false, who say that the coming back
from the dead has evennow taken place, overturning the faith of some. 19But God's strong
base is unchanging, having this sign, The Lord has knowledge of those who are his: and,
Let everyone bywhom the name of the Lord is named be turned away from evil. 20Now in
agreathouse therearenotonlyvessels of goldandsilver, but othersofwoodandearth, and
somewhich are honoured and somewithout honour. 21 If amanmakes himself clean from
these, hewill be a vessel for honour,made holy, ready for themaster's use, ready for every
good work. 22But keep yourself from those desires of the flesh which are strong when the
body is young, and go after righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those whose prayers go
up to the Lord from a clean heart. 23And put away foolish and uncontrolled questionings,
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seeing that they are a cause of trouble. 24 For it is not right for the Lord's servant to make
trouble, but he is to be gentle to all, ready in teaching, putting up with wrong, 25 Gently
guiding those who go against the teaching; if by chance God may give them a change of
heart and true knowledge, 26And so they may get themselves free from the net of the Evil
One, beingmade the prisoners of the Lord's servant, for the purpose of God.

3
1But be certain of this, that in the last days times of trouble will come. 2For men will be

lovers of self, lovers of money, uplifted in pride, given to bitter words, going against the
authority of their fathers, never giving praise, having no religion, 3Without natural love,
bitter haters, saying evil of others, violent anduncontrolled, hating all good, 4False to their
friends, actingwithout thought, liftedup inmind, lovingpleasuremore thanGod; 5Having
a form of religion, but turning their backs on the power of it: go not with these. 6For these
are they who go secretly into houses, making prisoners of foolish women, weighted down
with sin, turned from the way by their evil desires, 7 Ever learning, and never coming to
the knowledge ofwhat is true. 8And as James and Jambreswent againstMoses, so do these
go against what is true: men of evil minds, who, tested by faith, are seen to be false. 9But
theywill go no farther: for their foolish behaviourwill be clear to all men, as theirs was in
the end. 10But you took as your example my teaching, behaviour, purpose, and faith; my
long waiting, my love, my quiet undergoing of trouble; 11My punishments and pain; the
things which came to me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; the cruel attacks made on me:
and theLordmademe free from themall. 12Yes, andallwhosepurpose is to be living in the
knowledgeofGod inChrist Jesus,will be cruelly attacked. 13Evil and falsemenwill become
worse andworse, using deceit and themselves overcomebydeceit. 14But see that youkeep
to the teaching you have been given and the things of which you are certain, conscious of
who has been your teacher; 15 And that from the time when you were a child, you have
hadknowledge of the holyWritings,which are able tomake youwise to salvation, through
faith in Christ Jesus. 16Every holyWriting which comes from God is of profit for teaching,
for training, for guiding, for education in righteousness: 17 So that the man of Godmay be
complete, trained andmade ready for every good work.

4
1 I give youorders, beforeGodandChrist Jesus,whowill be the judgeof the livingand the

dead, and by his revelation and his kingdom; 2Be preaching theword at all times, in every
place; make protests, say sharp words, give comfort, with long waiting and teaching; 3For
the time will come when they will not take the true teaching; but, moved by their desires,
they will get for themselves a great number of teachers for the pleasure of hearing them;
4 And shutting their ears to what is true, will be turned away to belief in foolish stories.
5 But be self-controlled in all things, do without comfort, go on preaching the good news,
completing the work which has been given you to do. 6 For I am even now being offered,
andmy end is near. 7 I havemade a good fight, I have come to the end ofmy journey, I have
kept the faith: 8Fromnow on, the crown of righteousness ismade ready forme, which the
Lord, the upright judge,Will give tome at that day: and not only tome, but to all thosewho
havehad love for his revelation. 9Doyourbest to come tomebefore long: 10ForDemashas
gone away from me, for love of this present life, and has gone to Thessalonica: Crescens
has gone to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia. 11 Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and take him
with you; for he is of use tome in thework. 12Tychicus I sent to Ephesus. 13The coatwhich
I did not take from Troas and which is with Carpus, get when you come, and the books,
specially the papers. 14Alexander the copper-worker did me much wrong: the Lord will
give him the reward of his works: 15But be on the watch for him, for he was violent in his
attacks on our teaching. 16Atmy firstmeetingwithmy judges, no one tookmy part, but all
went away fromme. May it not be put to their account. 17But the Lordwas bymy side and
gaveme strength; so that throughme the newsmight be given out in full measure, and all
the Gentiles might give ear: and I was taken out of the mouth of the lion. 18 The Lord will
keepme safe from every evil work andwill giveme salvation in his kingdom in heaven: to
whombe glory for ever and ever. So be it. 19Givemy love to Prisca andAquila and those of
the house of Onesiphorus. 20Erastus was stopping at Corinth; but Trophimus, when I last
saw him was at Miletus, ill. 21Do your best to come before the winter. Eubulus sends you
his love, and Pudens and Linus and Claudia, and all the brothers. 22The Lord bewith your
spirit. Grace be with you.
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Paul’s Letter to Titus
1 Paul, a servant of God, and an Apostle of Jesus Christ, in agreement with the faith of

the saints of God and the full knowledge of what is true in harmony with religion, 2 In the
hope of eternal life, which was made certain before eternal time, by the word of God who
is ever true; 3Who, in his time, made clear his word in the good news, of which, by the
order of God our Saviour, I became a preacher; 4 To Titus, my true child in our common
faith: Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Saviour. 5 I did not take
you with me when I went away from Crete, so that you might do what was necessary to
put things in order there, placing men in authority over the churches in every town, as
I said to you; 6Men having a good record, husbands of one wife, whose children are of
the faith, children of whom it may not be said that they are given to loose living or are
uncontrolled. 7 For it is necessary for a Bishop to be a man of virtue, as God's servant;
not pushing himself forward, not quickly moved to wrath or blows, not desiring profit for
himself; 8But opening his house freely to guests; a lover of what is good, serious-minded,
upright, holy, self-controlled; 9Keeping to the true word of the teaching, so that hemay be
able to give comfort by right teaching and overcome the arguments of the doubters. 10For
there are men who are not ruled by law; foolish talkers, false teachers, specially those of
the circumcision, 11By whom some families have been completely overturned; who take
money for teaching thingswhicharenot right; thesewill have tobe stopped. 12Oneof their
prophets has said, Themen of Crete are ever false, evil beasts, lovers of food, hating work.
13This witness is true. So say sharpwords to them so that theymay come to the right faith,
14 Giving no attention to the fictions of the Jews and the rules of men who have no true
knowledge. 15To the clean in heart all things are clean: but to those who are unclean and
without faith nothing is clean; they become unclean in mind and in thought. 16 They say
that they have knowledge of God, while by their acts they are turning their backs on him;
they are hated by all, hard-hearted, and judged to be without value for any good work.

2
1 But let your words be in agreement with true and right teaching: 2 That old men are

to be simple in their tastes, serious, wise, true in faith, in love, and of a quiet mind. 3That
old women are to be self-respecting in behaviour, not saying evil of others, not given to
taking much wine, teachers of that which is good, 4 Training the younger women to have
love for their husbands and children, 5To bewise inmind, clean in heart, kind; working in
their houses, livingunder the authority of their husbands; so that no evilmaybe said of the
word of God. 6To the youngmen give orders to bewise and serious-minded: 7 In all things
see that you are an example of good works; holy in your teaching, serious in behaviour,
8Saying true and rightwords, against which no protestmay bemade, so that hewho is not
on our side may be put to shame, unable to say any evil of us. 9 Servants are to be under
the authority of theirmasters, pleasing them in all things, without argument; 10Not taking
what is not theirs, but giving clear signs of their good faith, in all things doing credit to the
teaching of God our Saviour. 11For the grace of God has come, giving salvation to all men,
12Trainingus so that, turningaway fromevil and thedesiresof thisworld,wemaybe living
wisely and uprightly in the knowledge of God in this present life; 13 Looking for the glad
hope, the revelation of the glory of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ; 14Who gave
himself for us, so that hemight make us free from all wrongdoing, andmake for himself a
people clean in heart and on fire with goodworks. 15On all these points give teaching and
help, andmake clear what is right with all authority. Let all men give you honour.

3
1Make clear to them that they are to put themselves under rulers and authorities, to

do what they are ordered, to be ready for every good work, 2 To say no evil of any man,
not to be fighters, to give way to others, to be gentle in behaviour to all men. 3 For in the
past wewere foolish, hard in heart, turned from the true way, servants of evil desires and
pleasures, living in bad feeling and envy, hated and hating one another. 4 But when the
mercy of God our Saviour, and his love to man was seen, 5Not by works of righteousness
whichwe did ourselves, but in themeasure of hismercy, he gave us salvation, through the
washing of the new birth and the giving of new life in the Holy Spirit, 6Which he gave us
freely through JesusChrist our Saviour; 7So that, havingbeengiven righteousness through
grace, wemight have a part in the heritage, the hope of eternal life. 8This is a true saying;
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and it is my desire that youmay give certain witness about these things, so that those who
havehad faith inGodmaygive attention to goodworks. These things are goodandof profit
to men; 9 But have nothing to do with foolish questionings, and lists of generations, and
fights and arguments about the law; for they are of no profit and foolish. 10Aman whose
opinionsarenot thoseof thechurch, afterafirst andsecondprotest, is tobekeptoutofyour
society; 11Clearly he is in error and a sinner, being self-judged. 12When I send Artemas or
Tychicus to you, do your best to come to me at Nicopolis: for it is my purpose to be there
for the winter. 13 Send Zenas, the man of law, and Apollos on their journey with all care,
so that they may be in need of nothing. 14 And let our people go on with good works for
necessary purposes, so that theymay not bewithout fruit. 15All who arewithme send you
their love. Give our love to our friends in the faith. Grace be with you all.
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Paul’s Letter to Philemon
1Paul, a prisoner of Jesus Christ, and Timothy our brother, to Philemon, our dear helper

in the faith, 2And to Apphia, our sister, and to Archippus, our brother in God's army, and
to the church in your house: 3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ. 4 I give praise toGodat all times andmakeprayer for you, 5Hearing of the love
and the faith which you have to the Lord Jesus and to all the saints; 6That the faith which
you have in common with them may be working with power, in the knowledge of every
good thing in you, for Christ. 7 For I had great joy and comfort in your love, because the
hearts of the saints have been made strong again through you, brother. 8And so, though I
might, in the name of Christ, give you orders to do what is right, 9 Still, because of love, in
place of an order, I make a request to you, I, Paul, an oldman and now a prisoner of Christ
Jesus: 10My request is for my child Onesimus, the child of my chains, 11Who in the past
was of no profit to you, but now is of profit to you and to me: 12Whom I have sent back to
you, him who is my very heart: 13 Though my desire was to keep him with me, to be my
servant in the chains of the goodnews, in your place: 14Butwithout your approval Iwould
do nothing; so that your goodworksmight not be forced, but done freely from your heart.
15For it is possible that for this reason hewas parted fromyou for a time, so that youmight
have him for ever; 16No longer as a servant, but more than a servant, a brother, very dear
tome specially, butmuchmore to you, in the flesh aswell as in the Lord. 17 If then you take
me to be your friend and brother, take him in asmyself. 18 If he has done you anywrong or
is in debt to you for anything, put it to my account. 19 I, Paul, writing this myself, say, I will
make payment to you: and I do not say to you that you are in debt tome even for your life.
20So brother, letmehave joy of you in the Lord: give new life tomyheart in Christ. 21Being
certain that you will do my desire, I am writing to you, in the knowledge that you will do
evenmore than I say. 22Andmake a room ready forme; for I amhoping that through your
prayers I will be given to you. 23Epaphras, my brother-prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends you
his love; 24 And so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke, my brother-workers. 25 The
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. So be it.
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The Letter to the Hebrews
1 In times past the word of God came to our fathers through the prophets, in different

parts and indifferentways; 2Butnow, at the endof thesedays, it has come tous throughhis
Son, to whomhe has given all things for a heritage, and throughwhomhemade the order
of the generations; 3Who, being the outshining of his glory, the true imageof his substance,
supporting all things by theword of his power, having given himself as an offeringmaking
clean from sins, took his seat at the right hand of God in heaven; 4Having become by so
much better than the angels, as the name which is his heritage is more noble than theirs.
5Towhich of the angels did God say at any time, You aremy Son, this day I have given you
being? or, I will be his Father, and he will be my Son? 6And again, when he is sending his
only Son into the world, he says, Let all the angels of God give him worship. 7And of the
angels he says, Who makes his angels winds, and his servants flames of fire: 8 But of the
Son he says, Your seat of power, O God, is for ever and ever; and the rod of your kingdom
is a rod of righteousness. 9You have been a lover of righteousness and a hater of evil; and
so God, your God, has put the oil of joy on your headmore than on the heads of those who
are with you. 10 You, Lord, at the first did put the earth on its base, and the heavens are
the works of your hands: 11 They will come to their end; but you are for ever; they will
become old as a robe; 12 They will be rolled up like a cloth, even like a robe, and they will
be changed: but you are the same and your years will have no end. 13But of which of the
angels has he said at any time, Take your seat at my right hand till I put all those who are
against youunder your feet? 14Are theynot all helping spirits,whoare sent out as servants
to those whose heritage will be salvation?

2
1For this reason there is the more need for us to give attention to the things which have

come to our ears, for fear that by chance we might be slipping away. 2 Because if the
wordwhich came through the angelswas fixed, and in the past every evil act against God's
orders was given its full punishment; 3What will come on us, if we do not give our minds
to such a great salvation? a salvation of which our fathers first had knowledge through
the words of the Lord, and which was made certain to us by those to whom his words
came; 4AndGodwas awitnesswith them, by signs andwonders, andbymore thannatural
powers, and by his distribution of the Holy Spirit at his pleasure. 5For he did notmake the
angels rulers over theworld to come, ofwhich I amwriting. 6But a certainwriterhas given
his witness, saying, What is man, that you keep him in mind? what is the son of man, that
you take him into account? 7You made him a little lower than the angels; you gave him a
crown of glory and honour, and made him ruler over all the works of your hands: 8 You
put all things under his feet. For in making man the ruler over all things, God did not put
anything outside his authority; though we do not see everything under him now. 9But we
see him who was made a little lower than the angels, even Jesus, crowned with glory and
honour, because he let himself be put to death so that by the grace of Godhemight undergo
death for all men. 10Because it was right for him, for whom and through whom all things
have being, in guiding his sons to glory, to make the captain of their salvation complete
through pain. 11For hewhomakes holy and thosewho aremade holy are all of one family;
and for this reason it is no shame forhim to give them thenameof brothers, 12Saying, Iwill
give the knowledge of your name tomybrothers, I willmake a song of praise to you before
the church. 13And again he says, I will put my faith in him. And again, See, I am here, and
the children which God has given to me. 14And because the children are flesh and blood,
he took a body himself and became like them; so that by his death he might put an end to
him who had the power of death, that is to say, the Evil One; 15And let those who all their
lives were in chains because of their fear of death, go free. 16 For, truly, he does not take
on the life of angels, but that of the seed of Abraham. 17 Because of this it was necessary
for him to be made like his brothers in every way, so that he might be a high priest full of
mercy and keeping faith in everything to do with God, making offerings for the sins of the
people. 18 For having been put to the test himself, he is able to give help to others when
they are tested.

3
1 For this reason, holy brothers, marked out to have a part in heaven, give thought to

Jesus the representative and high priest of our faith; 2Who kept faith with God who gave
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him his place, even as Moses did in all his house. 3And it was right for this man to have
more honour thanMoses, even as the builder of a house hasmore honour than the house.
4 For every house has a builder; but the builder of all things is God. 5AndMoses certainly
kept faith as a servant, in all his house, and as a witness of those things which were to be
said later; 6But Christ as a son, over his house; whose house are we, if we keep our hearts
fixed in the glad and certain hope till the end. 7And so, as the Holy Spirit says, Today if you
let his voice come to your ears, 8Be not hard of heart, as when youmademe angry, on the
day of testing in the waste land, 9When your fathers put me to the test, and sawmyworks
for forty years. 10 So that I was angry with this generation, and I said, Their hearts are
in error at all times, and they have no knowledge of my ways; 11And being angry I made
an oath, saying, They may not come into my rest. 12My brothers, take care that there is
not by chance in any one of you an evil heart without belief, turning away from the living
God: 13But give comfort to one another every day as long as it is still Today; so that no one
among you may be made hard by the deceit of sin: 14 For if we keep the substance of the
faith whichwe had at the start, even till the end, we have a part with Christ; 15As it is said,
Today if you will let his voice come to your ears, be not hard of heart, as when you made
him angry. 16Whomade him angrywhen his voice came to them? was it not all thosewho
came out of Egypt withMoses? 17Andwith whomwas he angry for forty years? was it not
with thosewhodid evil, who came to their deaths in thewaste land? 18And towhomdidhe
make an oath that theymight not come into his rest? was it not to those who went against
his orders? 19 So we see that they were not able to go in because they had no belief.

4
1Let us then, though we still have God's word that we may come into his rest, go in fear

that some of youmay be unable to do so. 2And, truly, the good news came to us, even as it
did to them; but the hearing of the word did them no good, because they were not united
in faith with the true hearers. 3 For those of us who have belief come into his rest; even
as he has said, As I said in my oath when I was angry, They may not come into my rest:
though the works were done from the time of the making of the world. 4 For in one place
he has said of the seventh day, And God had rest from all his works on the seventh day;
5 And in the same place he says again, They will not come into my rest. 6 So that as it is
clear that some have to go in, and that the first hearers of the good news were not able to
go in because they went against God's orders, 7After a long time, again naming a certain
day, he says in David, Today (as he had said before), Today if you will let his voice come to
your ears, be not hard of heart, 8For if Joshua had given them rest, hewould not have said
anything about another day. 9So that there is still a Sabbath-keeping for the people of God.
10 For the man who comes into his rest has had rest from his works, as God did from his.
11Because of this, let us have a strong desire to come into that rest, and let no one go after
theexampleof thosewhowentagainstGod's orders. 12For thewordofGod is livingand full
of power, and is sharper than any two-edged sword, cutting throughandmaking adivision
evenof the soul and the spirit, thebones and themuscles, andquick to see the thoughts and
purposes of the heart. 13And there is nothing made which is not completely clear to him;
there is nothing covered, but all things are open to the eyes of himwith whomwe have to
do. 14Having then a great high priest, who has made his way through the heavens, even
Jesus the Son of God, let us be strong in our faith. 15 For we have not a high priest who is
not able to be touched by the feelings of our feeble flesh; but we have one who has been
tested in all points as we ourselves are tested, but without sin. 16Then let us come near to
the seat of grace without fear, so that mercy may be given to us, and we may get grace for
our help in time of need.

5
1Every high priest who is taken from amongmen is given his position to take care of the

interests of men in those things which have to do with God, so that hemaymake offerings
for sins. 2He is able to have feeling for those who have no knowledge and for those who
are wandering from the true way, because he himself is feeble; 3And being feeble, he has
to make sin-offerings for himself as well as for the people. 4And no man who is not given
authority by God, as Aaronwas, takes this honour for himself. 5 In the sameway Christ did
not take for himself the glory of beingmade ahigh priest, butwas given it by himwho said,
You are my Son, this day I have given you being: 6As he says in another place, You are a
priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek. 7Who in the days of his flesh, having sent
up prayers and requests with strong crying and weeping to himwhowas able to give him
salvation from death, had his prayer answered because of his fear of God. 8And though
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he was a Son, through the pain which he underwent, the knowledge came to him of what
it was to be under God's orders; 9And when he had been made complete, he became the
giver of eternal salvation to all those who are under his orders; 10Being named by God a
high priest of the order of Melchizedek. 11Of whomwe have much to say which it is hard
to make clear, because you are slow of hearing. 12 And though by this time it would be
right for you to be teachers, you still have need of someone to give you teaching about the
first simple rules of God's revelation; you have become like babies who have need ofmilk,
and not of solid food. 13 For everyone who takes milk is without experience of the word
of righteousness: he is a child. 14 But solid food is for men of full growth, even for those
whose senses are trained by use to see what is good andwhat is evil.

6
1For this reason let us go on from thefirst things about Christ to full growth; not building

again that onwhich it is based, that is, the turning of the heart from deadworks, and faith
in God, 2The teaching of baptisms, and of the putting on of hands, and of the future life of
the dead, and of the judging on the last day. 3Now we will do this, if God lets us. 4As for
thosewho at one time saw the light, tasting the good things fromheaven, and having their
part in the Holy Spirit, 5With knowledge of the goodword of God, and of the powers of the
coming time, 6And then let themselves be turned away, it is not possible for their hearts to
bemadenewasecond time; because they themselvesput the SonofGodon the cross again,
openly shaming him. 7For a land, drinking in the frequent rain and producing good plants
for those forwhom it isworked, has a blessing fromGod: 8But if it sends up thorns and evil
plants, it is of no use and is ready to be cursed; its only end is to be burned. 9But, my loved
ones, thoughwe say this, we are certain that youhave better things in you, thingswhich go
with salvation; 10ForGod is true, andwill not put away fromhim thememoryof yourwork
and of your love for his name, in the helpwhich you gave and still give to the saints. 11And
it is our desire that youmayall keep the samehighpurpose in certain hope to the end: 12So
that you may not be slow in heart, but may take as your example those to whom God has
given their heritage, because of their faith and their long waiting. 13 For when God made
his oath to Abraham, because there was no greater oath, he made it by himself, 14 Saying,
Be certain that I will give you my blessing, and make your numbers very great. 15And so,
when he had been waiting calmly for a long time, God's word to him was put into effect.
16For men at all times make their oaths by what is greater; and any argument is ended by
the decision of the oath. 17 So that when it was God's desire to make it specially clear to
those who by his word were to have the heritage, that his purpose was fixed, he made it
more certain with an oath; 18 So that we, who have gone in flight from danger to the hope
which has been put before us, may have a strong comfort in two unchanging things, in
which it is not possible for God to be false; 19 And this hope is like a strong band for our
souls, fixed and certain, and going in to that which is inside the veil; 20Where Jesus has
gone before us, as a high priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek.

7
1 For this Melchizedek, the king of Salem, a priest of the Most High God, who gave

Abraham his blessing, meeting him when he came back after putting the kings to death,
2And to whom Abraham gave a tenth part of everything which he had, being first named
King of righteousness, and then in addition, King of Salem, that is to say, King of peace;
3Being without father or mother, or family, having no birth or end to his life, being made
like the Son of God, is a priest for ever. 4Now see how great this man was, to whom our
father Abraham gave a tenth part of what he had got in the fight. 5And it is true that by
the law, those of the sons of Levi who have the position of priests may take a tenth part of
the people's goods; that is to say, they take it from their brothers though these are the sons
of Abraham. 6 But this man, who was not of their family, took the tenth from Abraham,
and gave a blessing to him towhomGod had given his undertaking. 7But there is no doubt
that the less gets his blessing from the greater. 8Now at the present time, men over whom
death has power take the tenth; but then it was taken by one of whom it is witnessed that
he is living. 9Andwemay say that in Abraham, even Levi, who has a right to take the tenth
part, gave it; 10 Because he was still in his father's body when Melchizedek came to him.
11Now if it was possible for things to bemade complete through the priests of the house of
Levi (for the law was given to the people in connection with them), what need was there
for another priest who was of the order of Melchizedek and not of the order of Aaron?
12 Because if the priests are changed, it is necessary to make a change in the law. 13 For
he of whom these things are said comes of another tribe, of which no man has ever made
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offerings at the altar. 14 Because it is clear that our Lord comes out of Judah, and Moses
said nothing about priests from that tribe. 15And this is evenmore clear if a second priest
has comeupwho is likeMelchizedek, 16That is to say, notmade by a lawbased on theflesh,
but by the power of a life without end: 17For it has beenwitnessed of him, You are a priest
for ever after the order ofMelchizedek. 18So the lawwhichwent before is put on one side,
because it was feeble andwithout profit. 19 (Because the lawmade nothing complete), and
in its place there is a better hope, through which we come near to God. 20 And as this is
not without the taking of an oath 21 (For those weremade priests without an oath, but this
onewasmade a priest with an oath by himwho says of him, The Lord gave his oath, which
he will not take back, that you are a priest for ever); 22By so much is it a better agreement
whichwehave through Jesus. 23And it is true that therehavebeena great number of those
priests, because death does not let them go on for ever; 24 But this priest, because his life
goes on for ever, is unchanging. 25 So that he is fully able to be the saviour of all who come
to God through him, because he is ever living to make prayer to God for them. 26 It was
right for us to have such a high priest, one who is holy and without evil, doing no wrong,
having no part with sinners, and made higher than the heavens: 27Who has no need to
make offerings for sins every day, like those high priests, first for himself, and then for the
people; because he did this once and for ever when hemade an offering of himself. 28The
lawmakes high priests of men who are feeble; but the word of the oath, which was made
after the law, gives that position to a Son, in whom all good is for ever complete.

8
1Now of the things we are saying this is the chief point: We have such a high priest, who

has taken his place at the right hand of God's high seat of glory in heaven, 2As a servant of
theholy things andof the trueTent,whichwasputupbyGod, notbyman. 3Noweveryhigh
priest is given authority to take to God the things which are given and to make offerings;
so that it is necessary for this man, like them, to have something for an offering. 4 If he
had been on earth he would not have been a priest at all, because there are other priests
whomake the offerings ordered by the law; 5Being servants of that which is a copy and an
image of the things in heaven, as Moses, when he was about to make the Tent, had special
orders fromGod: for, See, he said, that youmake everything like the designwhich you saw
in the mountain. 6But now his position as priest is higher. because through him God has
made a better agreement with man, based on the giving of better things. 7 For if that first
agreement had been as good as possible, there would have been no place for a second.
8 For, protesting against them, he says, See, the days are coming when I will make a new
agreement with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah; 9Not like the agreement
which I made with their fathers when I took them by the hand, to be their guide out of the
land of Egypt; for they did not keep the agreement with me, and I gave them up, says the
Lord. 10 For this is the agreement which I will make with the people of Israel after those
days: I will put my laws into their minds, writing them in their hearts: and I will be their
God, and theywill bemy people: 11And therewill be no need for everyman to be teaching
his brother, or his neighbour, saying, This is the knowledge of the Lord: for they will all
have knowledge of me, great and small. 12And I will havemercy on their evil-doing, and I
will not keep their sins in mind. 13When he says, A new agreement, he has made the first
agreement old. But anythingwhich is gettingold andpast usewill not be seenmuch longer.

9
1Now the first agreement had its rules of worship, and a holy order. 2 For the first Tent

was made ready, having in it the vessels for the lights and the table and the ordering of
the bread; and this is named the holy place. 3 And inside the second veil was the place
which is named theHoly of holies; 4Having a vessel of gold in it for burning perfumes, and
the ark of the agreement, which was covered with gold and which had in it a pot made of
gold for the manna, and Aaron's rod which put out buds, and the stones with the writing
of the agreement; 5And over it were the winged ones of glory with their wings covering
the mercy-seat; about which it is not possible now to say anything in detail. 6Now while
these things were in existence, the priests went into the first Tent at all times, for prayer
and themakingof offerings. 7But only thehighpriestwent into the second, once ayear, not
withoutmaking anoffering of blood forhimself and for the errors of thepeople: 8TheHoly
Spirit witnessing by this that the way into the holy place had not at that time been made
open,while the first Tentwas still in being; 9And this is an image of the present time;when
the offerings which are given are not able tomake the heart of theworshipper completely
clean, 10Because they are only rules of the flesh, ofmeats and drinks andwashings, which
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have their place till the time comes when things will be put right. 11 But now Christ has
come as the high priest of the good things of the future, through this greater and better
Tent, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this world, 12And has gone once and for
ever into the holy place, having got eternal salvation, not through the blood of goats and
young oxen, but through his blood. 13For if the blood of goats and oxen, and the dust from
the burning of a young cow, being put on the unclean, make the flesh clean: 14Howmuch
more will the blood of Christ, who, being without sin, made an offering of himself to God
through the Holy Spirit, make your hearts clean from dead works to be servants of the
living God? 15 And for this cause it is through him that a new agreement has come into
being, so that after the errors under the first agreement had been taken away by his death,
the word of Godmight have effect for those whoweremarked out for an eternal heritage.
16 Because where there is a testament, there has to be the death of the man who made it.
17Fora testamenthas effect afterdeath; forwhatpowerhas itwhile themanwhomade it is
living? 18So that even the first agreementwas notmadewithout blood. 19ForwhenMoses
had given all the rules of the law to the people, he took the blood of goats and young oxen,
with water and red wool and hyssop, and put it on the book itself and on all the people,
20 Saying, This blood is the sign of the agreement which God has made with you. 21 And
the blood was put on the Tent and all the holy vessels in the same way. 22And by the law
almost all things are made clean with blood, and without blood there is no forgiveness.
23 For this cause it was necessary to make the copies of the things in heaven clean with
these offerings; but the things themselves aremade cleanwith better offerings than these.
24For Christ did not go into a holy place which had beenmade bymen's hands as the copy
of the true one; but he went into heaven itself, and now takes his place before the face of
God for us. 25And he did not have to make an offering of himself again and again, as the
high priest goes into the holy place every year with blood which is not his; 26 For then he
would have undergone a number of deaths from the time of the making of the world: but
nowhehas come to us at the end of the old order, to put away sin by the offering of himself.
27And because by God's law death comes tomen once, and after that they are judged; 28So
Christ, having at his first coming taken on himself the sins of men, will be seen a second
time, without sin, by those who are waiting for him, for their salvation.

10
1For the law, being only a poor copy of the future good things, and not the true image of

those things, is never able to make the people who come to the altar every year with the
sameofferings completely clean. 2For if this had beenpossible, would there not have been
an end of those offerings, because the worshippers would have been made completely
clean and would have been no longer conscious of sins? 3 But year by year there is a
memory of sins in those offerings. 4 Because it is not possible for the blood of oxen and
goats to take away sins. 5So that when he comes into theworld, he says, You had no desire
for offerings, but youmade a body ready forme; 6You had no joy in burned offerings or in
offerings for sin. 7Then I said, See, I have come todoyourpleasure, OGod (as it is saidofme
in the roll of the book). 8After saying, You had no desire for offerings, for burned offerings
or offerings for sin (which are made by the law) and you had no pleasure in them, 9Then
he said, See, I have come to do your pleasure. He took away the old order, so that hemight
put the new order in its place. 10By that pleasure we have beenmade holy, by the offering
of the body of Jesus Christ once and for ever. 11 And every priest takes his place at the
altar day by day, doing what is necessary, and making again and again the same offerings
which are never able to take away sins. 12But when Jesus had made one offering for sins
for ever, he took his place at the right hand of God; 13 And has been waiting there from
that time, till all who are against him are made a foot-rest for his feet. 14 Because by one
offeringhehasmade complete for ever thosewhoaremadeholy. 15And theHoly Spirit is a
witness for us: for after he had said, 16This is the agreement which I will make with them
after those days, says the Lord; I will put my laws in their hearts, writing them in their
minds; he said, 17And I will keep no more memory of their sins and of their evil-doings.
18Nowwhere there is forgiveness of these, there is nomore offering for sin. 19So then, my
brothers, being able to go into the holy place without fear, because of the blood of Jesus,
20By the new and living waywhich hemade open for us through the veil, that is to say, his
flesh; 21And having a great priest over the house of God, 22 Let us go in with true hearts,
in certain faith, having our hearts made free from the sense of sin and our bodies washed
with clean water: 23 Let us keep the witness of our hope strong and unshaking, for he is
true who has given his word: 24And let us be moving one another at all times to love and
goodworks; 25Not giving up ourmeetings, as is the way of some, but keeping one another
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strong in faith; and all the more because you see the day coming near. 26 For if we do evil
on purpose after we have had the knowledge of what is true, there is no more offering
for sins, 27But only a great fear of being judged, and of the fire of wrath which will be the
destruction of the haters of God. 28Amanwho has gone against the law of Moses is put to
deathwithout pity on theword of two or threewitnesses: 29Butwill not theman bywhom
the Son of God has been crushed under foot, and the blood of the agreement with which
he was washed clean has been taken as an unholy thing, and who has had no respect for
the Spirit of grace, be judged bad enough for a very much worse punishment? 30 For we
have had experience of himwho says, Punishment is mine, I will give reward. And again,
The Lord will be judge of his people. 31Wemay well go in fear of falling into the hands of
the living God. 32But give thought to the days after you had seen the light, when you went
through a greatwar of troubles; 33 In part, in being attacked by angrywords and cruel acts,
before the eyes of everyone, and in part, in being united with those who were attacked in
this way. 34 For you had pity on those who were in prison, and had joy in the loss of your
property, in the knowledge that you still had a better property and one which you would
keep for ever. 35So do not give up your hopewhichwill be greatly rewarded. 36For, having
done what was right in God's eyes, you have need of waiting before his word has effect
for you. 37 In a very little time he who is coming will come; he will not be slow. 38But the
upright man will be living by his faith; and if he goes back, my soul will have no pleasure
in him. 39But we are not of those who go back to destruction; but of those who have faith
even to the salvation of the soul.

11
1Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, and the sign that the things not seen are

true. 2 For by it our fathers had God's approval. 3By faith it is clear to us that the order of
events was fixed by the word of God, so that what is seen has not been made from things
which only seem to be. 4 By faith Abel made a better offering to God than Cain, and he
had witness through it of his righteousness, God giving his approval of his offering: and
his voice still comes to us through it though he is dead. 5 By faith Enoch was taken up
to heaven so that he did not see death; he was seen no longer, for God took him away:
for before he was taken, witness had been given that he was well-pleasing to God: 6And
without faith it is not possible to bewell-pleasing to him, for it is necessary for anyonewho
comes to God to have the belief that God is, and that he is a rewarder of all thosewhomake
a serious search for him. 7 By faith Noah, being moved by the fear of God, made ready
an ark for the salvation of his family, because God had given him news of things which
were not seen at the time; and through it the world was judged by him, and he got for his
heritage the righteousness which is by faith. 8By faith Abraham did as God said when he
was ordered to go out into a place which was to be given to him as a heritage, and went
out without knowledge of where he was going. 9 By faith he was a wanderer in the land
of the agreement, as in a strange land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, who had a part
withhimin the sameheritage: 10Forhewas looking for the strong town,whosebuilderand
maker is God. 11Andby faith Sarahherself hadpower to give birth,when shewas very old,
because she had faith in himwho gave hisword; 12So that fromoneman, whowas near to
death, came children innumber as the stars inheaven, or as the sandby the seaside,which
may not be numbered. 13All these came to their end in faith, not having had the heritage;
but having seen it with delight far away, they gave witness that they were wanderers and
not of the earth. 14For those who say such things make it clear that they are searching for
a country for themselves. 15 And truly if they had kept in mind the country from which
they went out, they would have had chances of turning back. 16But now their desire is for
a better country, that is to say, for one in heaven; and so it is no shame to God to be named
their God; for he has made ready a town for them. 17By faith Abrahammade an offering
of Isaac, when hewas tested: and hewithwhom the agreement had beenmade gave up as
an offering the only son of his body, 18Ofwhom it had been said, From Isaacwill your seed
take their name: 19 Judging that God was able to give life even to the dead; and because of
this he did get him back as if from death. 20 By faith Isaac, blessing Jacob and Esau, gave
news of things to come. 21 By faith Jacob gave a blessing to the two sons of Joseph, when
he was near to death; and gave God worship, supported by his stick. 22 By faith Joseph,
when his end was near, said that the children of Israel would go out of Egypt; and gave
orders about his bones. 23 By faith Moses was kept secretly by his father and mother for
three months after his birth, because they saw that he was a fair child; and they had no
fear of the king's orders. 24 By faith Moses, when he became a man, had no desire to be
named the son of Pharaoh's daughter; 25 Feeling that it was better to undergo pain with
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the people of God, than for a short time to have a taste of the pleasures of sin; 26 Judging
a part in the shame of Christ to be better than all the wealth of Egypt; for he was looking
forward to his reward. 27By faith hewent out of Egypt, not being turned from his purpose
by fear of the wrath of the king; for he kept on his way, as seeing himwho is unseen. 28By
faith he kept the Passover, and put the sign of the blood on the houses, so that the angel
of destruction might not put their oldest sons to death. 29 By faith they went through the
Red Sea as if it had been dry land, though the Egyptianswere overcomeby thewaterwhen
theymade an attempt to do the same. 30By faith thewalls of Jericho came down, after they
had been circled for seven days. 31By faith Rahab, the loose woman, was not put to death
with those who had gone against God's orders, because she had taken into her house in
peace those sent to see the land. 32What more am I to say? For there would not be time
to give the stories of Gideon, Barak, Samson, and Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the
prophets: 33Who through faith overcame kingdoms, did righteousness, got their reward,
kept the mouths of lions shut, 34 Put out the power of fire, got safely away from the edge
of the sword, were made strong when they had been feeble, became full of power in war,
and put to flight the armies of the nations. 35Women had their dead given back to them
living; others let themselves be cruelly attacked, having no desire to go free, so that they
might have a better life to come; 36And otherswere tested by being laughed at or by blows,
and evenwith chains and prisons: 37Theywere stoned, theywere cut upwith knives, they
were tested, they were put to death with the sword, they went about in sheepskins and in
goatskins; being poor and in pain and cruelly attacked, 38Wandering in waste places and
in mountains and in holes in the rocks; for whom the world was not good enough. 39And
not one of these got the good things of the agreement, though they all had a good record
through faith, 40Because God had kept some better thing for us, so that it was not possible
for them to become complete without us.

12
1 For this reason, as we are circled by so great a cloud of witnesses, putting off every

weight, and the sin intowhichwe come so readily, let us keep on running in thewaywhich
is marked out for us, 2Having our eyes fixed on Jesus, the guide and end of our faith, who
went through the pains of the cross, not caring for the shame, because of the joy which
was before him, andwho has now taken his place at the right hand of God's seat of power.
3Give thought to himwhohas undergone somuchof the hate of sinners against himself, so
that youmay not be tired and feeble of purpose. 4Till now you have not given your blood
in your fight against sin: 5And you have not kept inmind thewordwhich says to you as to
sons, My son, do not make little of the Lord's punishment, and do not give up hope when
youare judgedbyhim; 6For theLord sendspunishment onhis lovedones; everyonewhom
he takes as his son has experience of his rod. 7 It is for your training that you undergo
these things; God is acting to you as a father does to his sons; for what son does not have
punishment from his father? 8But if you have not that punishment of which we all have
our part, then you are not true sons, but children of shame. 9And again, if the fathers of
our flesh gave us punishment and had our respect, howmuch more will we be under the
authority of the Father of spirits, and have life? 10For they truly gave us punishment for a
short time, as it seemed good to them; but he does it for our profit, so that wemay become
holy as he is. 11At the time all punishment seems to be pain and not joy: but after, those
who have been trained by it get from it the peace-giving fruit of righteousness. 12 For this
cause let the handswhich are hanging down be lifted up, and let the feeble knees bemade
strong, 13And make straight roads for your feet, so that the feeble may not be turned out
of the way, but may be made strong. 14 Let your desire be for peace with all men, and to
bemade holy, without which nomanmay see the Lord; 15Lookingwith care to see that no
man among you in his behaviour comes short of the grace of God; for fear that some bitter
root may come up to be a trouble to you, and that some of youmay bemade unclean by it;
16And that there may not be any evil liver, or any man without respect for God, like Esau,
who let his birthright go for a plate of food. 17For you have knowledge that even long after,
when he was desiring the blessing for his heritage, he was turned away, though he made
his request frequently and with weeping; because the past might not be changed. 18 You
havenot come toamountainwhichmaybe touched, and isburningwithfire, and toablack
cloud, and a dark smoke, and a violent wind, 19And to the sound of a horn, and the voice
of words, the hearers of which made request that not a wordmore might be said to them:
20 For the order which said, If the mountain is touched even by a beast, the beast is to be
stoned, seemed hard to them; 21And the visionwas so overpowering that evenMoses said,
I am shaking and full of fear. 22But you have come to themountain of Zion, to the place of
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the living God, to the Jerusalem which is in heaven, and to an army of angels which may
not be numbered, 23To the greatmeeting and church of the first of thosewho are named in
heaven, and to God the judge of all, and to the spirits of good men made complete, 24And
to Jesus by whom the new agreement has been made between God and man, and to the
sign of the blood which says better things than Abel's blood. 25 See that you give ear to his
voice which comes to you. For if those whose ears were shut to the voice which came to
them on earth did not go free from punishment, what chance have we of going free if we
give no attention to himwhose voice comes fromheaven? 26Whose voicewas the cause of
the shaking of the earth; but nowhe hasmade an oath, saying, Therewill be still onemore
shaking, not only of the earth, but of heaven. 27And thewords, Still onemore,make it clear
that there will be a taking away of those things which are shaking, as of things which are
made, so that there may be only those things of which no shaking is possible. 28 If then,
we have a kingdomwhichwill never bemoved, let us have grace, so that wemay give God
such worship as is pleasing to him with fear and respect: 29 For our God is an all-burning
fire.

13
1Go on loving your brothers in the faith. 2Take care to keep open house: because in this

way some have had angels as their guests, without being conscious of it. 3 Keep in mind
those who are in chains, as if you were chained with them, and those who are in trouble,
as being yourselves in the body. 4 Let married life be honoured among all of you and not
made unclean; for men untrue in married life will be judged by God. 5 Be free from the
love of money and pleased with the things which you have; for he himself has said, I will
be with you at all times. 6 So that we say with a good heart, The Lord is my helper; I will
have no fear: what is man able to do to me? 7Keep inmind those who were over you, and
who gave you the word of God; seeing the outcome of their way of life, let your faith be
like theirs. 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and for ever. 9Do not be turned
away by different strange teachings, because it is good for your hearts to be made strong
by grace, and not by meats, which were of no profit to those who took so much trouble
over them. 10Wehave an altar fromwhich those priests who are servants in the Tentmay
not take food. 11For the bodies of the beastswhose blood is taken into the holy place by the
highpriest as anoffering for sin areburnedoutside the circle of the tents. 12For this reason
Jesuswasput todeathoutside thewalls, so thathemightmake thepeopleholybyhis blood.
13 Let us then go out to him outside the circle of the tents, taking his shame on ourselves.
14 For here we have no fixed resting-place, but our search is for the one which is to come.
15Letus thenmakeofferingsofpraise toGodat all times throughhim, that is to say, the fruit
of lips givingwitness tohisname. 16But goondoing goodandgiving to others, becauseGod
is well-pleasedwith such offerings. 17Give ear to those who are rulers over you, and do as
they say: for they keep watch over your souls, ready to give an account of them; let them
be able to do this with joy and not with grief, because that would be of no profit to you.
18Make prayers for us, for we are certain that our hearts are free from the sense of sin,
desiring the right way of life in all things. 19 I make this request more strongly, in the hope
of coming back to you more quickly. 20Now may the God of peace, who made that great
keeper of his flock, even our Lord Jesus, come back from the dead through the blood of
the eternal agreement, 21Make you full of every goodwork and ready to do all his desires,
working in us whatever is pleasing in his eyes through Jesus Christ; and may the glory be
given to him for ever and ever. So be it. 22But, brothers, take kindly thewordswhich I have
said for your profit; for I have not sent you a long letter. 23Our brother Timothy has been
let out of prison; and if he comes here in a short time, he and I will come to you together.
24Givewords of love fromme to thosewho are rulers over you, and to all the saints. Those
who are in Italy send you their love. 25May grace be with you all.
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The Letter from James
1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, sends words of love to the twelve

tribes of the Jews living in all parts of the earth. 2Let it be all joy to you,my brothers, when
you undergo tests of every sort; 3Because you have the knowledge that the testing of your
faith gives you the power of going on in hope; 4 But let this power have its full effect, so
that you may be made complete, needing nothing. 5But if any man among you is without
wisdom, let himmake his request to God, who gives freely to all without an unkind word,
and itwill begiven tohim. 6Lethimmakehis request in faith, doubtingnothing; forhewho
has doubt in his heart is like the waves of the sea, which are troubled by the driving of the
wind. 7Let it not seem to such aman that hewill get anything from the Lord; 8For there is a
division inhismind, andhe is uncertain in all hisways. 9But let the brother of lowposition
be glad that he is lifted up; 10But the man of wealth, that he is made low; because like the
flower of the grass he will come to his end. 11For when the sun comes up with its burning
heat, the grass gets dry and the grace of its form is gonewith the falling flower; so theman
of wealth comes to nothing in his ways. 12 There is a blessing on the man who undergoes
testing; because, if he hasGod's approval, hewill be given the crownof life, which the Lord
has said he will give to those who have love for him. 13Let no man say when he is tested,
I am tested by God; for it is not possible for God to be tested by evil, and he himself puts
no man to such a test: 14 But every man is tested when he is turned out of the right way
by the attraction of his desire. 15 Then when its time comes, desire gives birth to sin; and
sin, when it is of full growth, gives birth to death. 16Do not be turned from the right way,
dear brothers. 17 Every good and true thing is given to us from heaven, coming from the
Father of lights, with whom there is no change or any shade made by turning. 18 Of his
purpose he gave us being, by his true word, so that wemight be, in a sense, the first-fruits
of all the things which he had made. 19You have knowledge of this, dear brothers. But let
every man be quick in hearing, slow in words, slow to get angry; 20 For the righteousness
of God does not come about by the wrath of man. 21For this reason, putting away all dirty
behaviour and the overweight of evil, take into your souls without pride the word which,
being planted there, is able to give you salvation. 22But be doers of the word, and not only
hearers of it, blinding yourselves with false ideas. 23 Because if any man is a hearer of
the word and not a doer, he is like a man looking at his natural face in a glass; 24 For after
looking at himself he goes away, and in a short time he has nomemory ofwhat hewas like.
25But he who goes on looking into the true law which makes him free, being not a hearer
without memory but a doer putting it into effect, this manwill have a blessing on his acts.
26 If a man seems to have religion and has no control over his tongue but lets himself be
tricked bywhat is false, this man's religion is of no value. 27The religionwhich is holy and
free from evil in the eyes of our God and Father is this: to take care of children who have
no fathers and of widowswho are in trouble, and to keep oneself untouched by theworld.

2
1My brothers, if you have the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ of glory, do not take a man's

position into account. 2 For if a man comes into your Synagogue in fair clothing and with
a gold ring, and a poor man comes in with dirty clothing, 3And you do honour to the man
in fair clothing and say, Come here and take this good place; and you say to the poor man,
Take up your position there, or be seated atmy feet; 4 Is there not a division in yourminds?
have younot become judgeswith evil thoughts? 5Give ear,mydear brothers; are not those
who are poor in the things of this world marked out by God to have faith as their wealth,
and for their heritage the kingdom which he has said he will give to those who have love
for him? 6But you have put the poorman to shame. Are not themen of wealth rulers over
you? do they not take you by force before their judges? 7Do they not say evil of the holy
name which was given to you? 8But if you keep the greatest law of all, as it is given in the
holy Writings, Have love for your neighbour as for yourself, you do well: 9But if you take
a man's position into account, you do evil, and are judged as evil-doers by the law. 10 For
anyonewho keeps all the law, butmakes a slip in one point, is judged to have gone against
it all. 11 For he who said, Do not be untrue in married life, is the same who said, Put no
man to death. Now if you are not untrue in married life, but you put a man to death, the
law is broken. 12 Let your words and your acts be those of men who are to be judged by
the law which makes free. 13 For the man who has had no mercy will be judged without
mercy, but mercy takes pride in overcoming judging. 14What use is it, my brothers, for a
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man to say that he has faith, if he does nothing? will such a faith give him salvation? 15 If a
brother or a sister is without clothing and in need of the day's food, 16And one of you says
to them,Go inpeace, bewarmand full of food; but youdonot give them the things ofwhich
their bodies have need, what profit is there in this? 17Even so faith without works is dead.
18But a manmay say, You have faith and I have works; let me see your faith without your
works, and I will make my faith clear to you by my works. 19You have the belief that God
is one, and you do well: the evil spirits have the same belief, shaking with fear. 20Do you
not see, O foolish man, that faith without works is of no use? 21Was not the righteousness
of Abraham our father judged by his works, when hemade an offering of Isaac his son on
the altar? 22You see that his faith was helping his works andwasmade complete by them;
23And the holy Writings were put into effect which said, And Abraham had faith in God
and it was put to his account as righteousness; and hewas named the friend of God. 24You
see that a man's righteousness is judged by his works and not by his faith only. 25And in
the sameway, was not the righteousness of Rahab, the loosewoman, judged by herworks,
when she took into her house those who were sent and let them go out by another way?
26For as the body without the spirit is dead even so faith without works is dead.

3
1Do not all be teachers, my brothers, because we teachers will be judged more hardly

than others. 2Forwe all gowrong in a number of things. If aman nevermakes a slip in his
talk, then he is a completeman and able to keep all his body in control. 3Now ifwe put bits
of iron into horses' mouths so that they may be guided by us, we have complete control of
their bodies. 4And again ships, though they are so great and are moved by violent winds,
are turned by a very small guiding-blade, at the impulse of themanwho is using it. 5Even
so the tongue is a small part of the body, but it takes credit for great things. How much
wood may be lighted by a very little fire! 6And the tongue is a fire; it is the power of evil
placed in our bodies, making all the body unclean, putting the wheel of life on fire, and
getting its fire from hell. 7For every sort of beast and bird and every living thing on earth
and in the sea has been controlled byman and is under his authority; 8But the tonguemay
not be controlled by man; it is an unresting evil, it is full of the poison of death. 9With it
we give praise to our Lord and Father; and with it we put a curse on men who are made
in God's image. 10Out of the same mouth comes blessing and cursing. My brothers, it is
not right for these things to be so. 11Does the fountain send from the same outlet sweet
and bitter water? 12 Is a fig-tree able to give us olives, my brothers, or do we get figs from
a vine, or sweet water from the salt sea? 13Who has wisdom and good sense among you?
let him make his works clear by a life of gentle wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter envy in
your heart and the desire to get the better of others, have no pride in this, talking falsely
against what is true. 15 This wisdom is not from heaven, but is of the earth and the flesh
and the Evil One. 16 For where envy is, and the desire to get the better of others, there is
no order, but every sort of evil-doing. 17But the wisdomwhich is from heaven is first holy,
then gentle, readily giving way in argument, full of peace andmercy and good works, not
doubting, not seeming other than it is. 18And the fruit of righteousness is planted in peace
for those whomake peace.

4
1What is the cause of wars and fighting among you? is it not in your desires which are

at war in your bodies? 2 You are burning with desire, and have not your desire, so you
put men to death; you are full of envy, and you are not able to get your desire, so you are
fighting and making war; you have not your desire, because you do not make request for
it. 3 You make your request but you do not get it, because your request has been wrongly
made, desiring the thing only so that youmaymakeuse of it for your pleasure. 4Oyouwho
are false to God, do you not see that the friends of this world are not God's friends? Every
man desiring to be a friend of this world makes himself a hater of God. 5Or does it seem
to you that it is for nothing that the holy Writings say, The spirit which God put into our
hearts has a strong desire for us? 6But he givesmore grace. So that theWritings say, God is
against themenof pride, but he gives grace to thosewhomake themselves lowbefore him.
7 For this cause be ruled by God; but make war on the Evil One and he will be put to flight
before you. 8 Come near to God and he will come near to you. Make your hands clean,
you evil-doers; put away deceit from your hearts, you false in mind. 9 Be troubled, with
sorrow and weeping; let your laughing be turned to sorrow and your joy to grief. 10Make
yourselves low in the eyes of the Lord and you will be lifted up by him. 11Do not say evil
against one another, my brothers. He who says evil against his brother or makes himself
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his brother's judge, says evil against the law and is judging the law: and in judging the law
you become, not a doer of the law but a judge. 12 There is only one judge and law-giver,
even he who has the power of salvation and of destruction; but who are you to be your
neighbour's judge? 13How foolish it is to say, Today or tomorrowwewill go into this town,
and be there for a year and do business there and get wealth: 14When you are not certain
what will take place tomorrow. What is your life? It is amist, which is seen for a little time
and then is gone. 15But the right thing to saywould be, If it is the Lord's pleasure and if we
are still living, we will do this and that. 16But now you go on glorying in your pride: and
all such glorying is evil. 17Themanwho has knowledge of how to do good and does not do
it, to him it is sin.

5
1 Come now, you men of wealth, give yourselves to weeping and crying because of the

bitter troubles which are coming to you. 2 Your wealth is unclean and insects have made
holes in your clothing. 3 Your gold and your silver are wasted and their waste will be a
witness against you, burning into your flesh. You have put by your store in the last days.
4 See, the money which you falsely kept back from the workers cutting the grass in your
field, is crying out against you; and the cries of those who took in your grain have come to
the ears of the Lord of armies. 5 You have been living delicately on earth and have taken
your pleasure; you have made your hearts fat for a day of destruction. 6 You have given
your decision against the upright man and have put him to death. He puts up no fight
against you. 7Goonwaiting calmly,mybrothers, till the comingof theLord, like the farmer
waiting for the good fruit of the earth till the early and late rains have come. 8Be as calm
in your waiting; let your hearts be strong: because the coming of the Lord is near. 9 Say
no hard things against one another, brothers, so that youwill not be judged; see, the judge
is waiting at the doors. 10 Take as an example of pain nobly undergone and of strength
in trouble, the prophets who gave to men the words of the Lord. 11We say that those men
whohave gone throughpain arehappy: youhave the story of Job and the troubles through
which he went and have seen that the Lord was full of pity and mercy in the end. 12 But
most of all, my brothers, do not take oaths, not by the heaven, or by the earth, or by any
other thing: but let your Yes be Yes, and your No beNo: so that youmay not be judged. 13 Is
anyone among you in trouble? let him say prayers. Is anyone glad? let himmake a song of
praise. 14 Is anyone among you ill? let him send for the rulers of the church; and let them
say prayers over him, putting oil on him in the name of the Lord. 15And by the prayer of
faith themanwho is ill will bemadewell, and he will be lifted up by the Lord, and for any
sin which he has done he will have forgiveness. 16 So then, make a statement of your sins
to one another, and say prayers for one another so that youmay bemadewell. The prayer
of a good man is full of power in its working. 17Elijah was a man of flesh and blood as we
are, and hemade a strong prayer that theremight be no rain; and therewas no rain on the
earth for three years and sixmonths. 18And hemade another prayer, and the heaven sent
down rain and the earth gave her fruit. 19My brothers, if one of you has gone out of the
way of the true faith and another hasmade him see his error, 20Be certain that he through
whom a sinner has been turned from the error of his way, keeps a soul from death and is
the cause of forgiveness for sins without number.
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Peter’s First Letter
1 Peter, an Apostle of Jesus Christ, to the saints who are living in Pontus, Galatia,

Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2Who, through the purpose of God, have beenmade holy
by the Spirit, disciples of Jesus, made clean by his blood: May you have grace and peace in
full measure. 3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who through his
greatmercy has given us a new birth and a living hope by the coming again of Jesus Christ
from the dead, 4 And a heritage fair, holy and for ever new, waiting in heaven for you,
5Who, by the power of God are kept, through faith, for that salvation, whichwill be seen at
the last day. 6 You have cause for great joy in this, though it may have been necessary for
you to be troubled for a little time, being tested in all sorts of ways, 7So that the truemetal
of your faith, being of much greater value than gold (which, though it comes to an end, is
tested by fire), may come to light in praise and glory and honour, at the revelation of Jesus
Christ: 8 To whom your love is given, though you have not seen him; and the faith which
you have in him, though you do not see himnow, gives you joy greater thanwords and full
of glory: 9For so youhave the true end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls. 10For
the prophets who gave the news of the grace which would come to you, made search with
all care for knowledge of this salvation; 11Attempting to see what sort of time the Spirit of
Christ which was in themwas pointing to, when it gave witness to the pains which Christ
would undergo and the glories which would come after them. 12 And it was made clear
to those prophets that theywere God's servants not for themselves but for you, to give you
word of the thingswhich have nowcome to your ears from the preachers of the goodnews
through theHoly Spirit sent down fromheaven; thingswhich even angels have a desire to
see. 13 So make your minds ready, and keep on the watch, hoping with all your power for
the gracewhich is to come to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 14Like children ruled by
God, donot go back to the old desires of the timewhenyouwerewithout knowledge: 15But
be holy in every detail of your lives, as he, whose servants you are, is holy; 16Because it has
been said in the Writings, You are to be holy, for I am holy. 17And if you give the name of
Father to himwho, judging everyman by his acts, has no respect for aman's position, then
go in fear while you are on this earth: 18 Being conscious that you have been made free
from that foolish way of life which was your heritage from your fathers, not through a
payment of things like silver or goldwhich come to destruction, 19But through holy blood,
like that of a clean and unmarked lamb, even the blood of Christ: 20Whowas marked out
byGodbefore themakingof theworld, butwas caused tobe seen in these last times foryou,
21Who through him have faith in God who took him up again from the dead into glory; so
that your faith and hopemight be in God. 22And as you havemade your souls clean, being
ruled by what is true, and loving one another without deceit, see that your love is warm
and from the heart: 23 Because you have had a new birth, not from the seed of man, but
from eternal seed, through the word of a living and unchanging God. 24 For it is said, All
flesh is like grass, and all its glory like the flower of the grass. The grass becomes dry and
the flower dead: 25 But the word of the Lord is eternal. And this is the word of the good
news which was given to you.

2
1So putting away all wrongdoing, and all tricks and deceits and envies and evil talk, 2Be

full of desire for the true milk of the word, as babies at their mothers' breasts, so that you
may go on to salvation; 3 If you have had a taste of the grace of the Lord: 4 To whom you
come, as to a living stone, nothonouredbymen, but of great and special value toGod; 5You,
as living stones, are being made into a house of the spirit, a holy order of priests, making
those offerings of the spirit which are pleasing to God through Jesus Christ. 6Because it is
said in the Writings, See, I am placing a keystone in Zion, of great and special value; and
themanwho has faith in himwill not be put to shame. 7And the value is for youwho have
faith; but it is said for those without faith, The very stone which the builders put on one
side, was made the chief stone of the building; 8And, A stone of falling, a rock of trouble;
the word is the cause of their fall, because they go against it, and this was the purpose of
God. 9 But you are a special people, a holy nation, priests and kings, a people given up
completely to God, so that you may make clear the virtues of him who took you out of the
dark into the light of heaven. 10 In the past you were not a people, but now you are the
people of God; then there was no mercy for you, but now mercy has been given to you.
11My loved ones, I make this request with all my heart, that, as those for whom this world
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is a strange country, you will keep yourselves from the desires of the flesh which make
war against the soul; 12Being of good behaviour among the Gentiles; so that though they
say now that you are evil-doers, theymay see your goodworks and give glory to Godwhen
he comes to be their judge. 13 Keep all the laws of men because of the Lord; those of the
king, who is over all, 14 And those of the rulers who are sent by him for the punishment
of evil-doers and for the praise of those who do well. 15 Because it is God's pleasure that
foolish and narrow-mindedmenmay be put to shame by your good behaviour: 16As those
who are free, not using your free position as a cover for wrongdoing, but living as the
servants of God; 17Have respect for all, loving the brothers, fearing God, honouring the
king. 18 Servants, take orders from your masters with all respect; not only if they are
good and gentle, but even if they are bad-humoured. 19 For it is a sign of grace if a man,
desiring to do right in the eyes of God, undergoes pain as punishment for somethingwhich
he has not done. 20What credit is it if, when you have done evil, you take your punishment
quietly? but if you are given punishment for doing right, and take it quietly, this is pleasing
to God. 21This is God's purpose for you: because Jesus himself underwent punishment for
you, giving you an example, so that you might go in his footsteps: 22Who did no evil, and
therewasnodeceit in hismouth: 23To sharpwordshe gaveno sharp answer;whenhewas
undergoing pain, no angry word came from his lips; but he put himself into the hands of
the judge of righteousness: 24He took our sins on himself, giving his body to be nailed on
the tree, so that we, being dead to sin, might have a new life in righteousness, and by his
wounds we have beenmade well. 25Because, like sheep, you had gone out of the way; but
now you have come back to himwho keeps watch over your souls.

3
1Wives, be ruled by your husbands; so that even if some of them give no attention to

the word, their hearts may be changed by the behaviour of their wives, 2When they see
your holy behaviour in the fear of God. 3Do not let your ornaments be those of the body
such as dressing of the hair, or putting on of jewels of gold or fair clothing; 4But let them
be those of the unseen man of the heart, the ever-shining ornament of a gentle and quiet
spirit, which is of great price in the eyes of God. 5And thesewere the ornaments of the holy
women of the past, whose hopewas in God, being ruled by their husbands: 6As Sarahwas
ruled by Abraham, naming him lord; whose children you are if you do well, and are not
put in fear by any danger. 7And you husbands, give thought to your way of life with your
wives, giving honour to the woman who is the feebler vessel, but who has an equal part
in the heritage of the grace of life; so that you may not be kept from prayer. 8 Last of all,
see that you are all in agreement; feeling for one another, loving one another like brothers,
full of pity, without pride: 9Not giving back evil for evil, or curse for curse, but in place of
cursing, blessing; because this is the purpose of God for you that youmay have a heritage
of blessing. 10 For it is said, Let the man who has a love of life, desiring to see good days,
keep his tongue from evil and his lips fromwords of deceit: 11And let him be turned from
evil and do good; searching for peace and going after it with all his heart. 12For the eyes of
the Lord are on the upright, and his ears are open to their prayers: but the face of the Lord
is against those who do evil. 13Who will do you any damage if you keep your minds fixed
onwhat is good? 14But you are happy if you undergo pain because of righteousness; have
no part in their fear and do not be troubled; 15But give honour to Christ in your hearts as
your Lord; and be ready at any time when you are questioned about the hope which is in
you, to give an answer in the fear of the Lord and without pride; 16 Being conscious that
you have done no wrong; so that those who say evil things about your good way of life as
Christians may be put to shame. 17Because if it is God's purpose for you to undergo pain,
it is better to do so for well-doing than for evil-doing. 18Because Christ once went through
pain for sins, the upright one taking the place of sinners, so that through him we might
come back to God; being put to death in the flesh, but given life in the Spirit; 19Bywhomhe
went to the spirits in prison, preaching to those 20Who, in the days of Noah, went against
God's orders; butGod inhismercykeptback thepunishment,whileNoahgot ready theark,
in which a small number, that is to say eight persons, got salvation through water: 21And
baptism, ofwhich this is an image, nowgives you salvation, not bywashing clean theflesh,
but bymaking you free from the sense of sin beforeGod, through the coming again of Jesus
Christ from the dead; 22Who has gone into heaven, and is at the right hand of God, angels
and authorities and powers having been put under his rule.

4
1 So that as Jesus was put to death in the flesh, do you yourselves be of the same mind;
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for the death of the flesh puts an end to sin; 2 So that youmay give the rest of your lives in
the flesh, not to the desires of men, but to the purpose of God. 3Because for long enough,
in times past, we have been living after the way of the Gentiles, given up to the desires of
the flesh, to drinking and feasting and loose behaviour and unclean worship of images;
4And they are wondering that you no longer go with them in this violent wasting of life,
and are saying evil things of you: 5But they will have to give an account of themselves to
him who is ready to be the judge of the living and the dead. 6For this was the reason why
the good news of Jesus was given even to the dead, so that they might be judged as men
in the flesh, but might be living before God in the spirit. 7But the end of all things is near:
so be serious in your behaviour and keep on the watch with prayer; 8And most of all be
warm in your love for one another; because in love there is forgiveness for sins without
number: 9 Keep open house for all with a glad heart; 10Making distribution among one
another of whatever has been given to you, like true servants of the unmeasured grace of
God; 11 If anyone has anything to say, let it be as the words of God; if anyone has the desire
to be the servant of others, let him do it in the strengthwhich is given by God; so that in all
things Godmay have the glory through Jesus Christ, whose are the glory and the power for
ever. 12Dear brothers, do not be surprised, as if it was something strange, if your faith is
tested as by fire: 13But be glad that you are given a part in the pains of Christ; so that at the
revelation of his glory you may have great joy. 14 If men say evil things of you because of
the name of Christ, happy are you; for the Spirit of glory and of God is resting on you. 15Let
no one among you undergo punishment as a taker of life, or as a thief, or as an evil-doer, or
as one who is over-interested in other men's business; 16But if he undergoes punishment
as a Christian, that is no shame to him; let him give glory to God in this name. 17 For the
time has come for the judging, starting with the church of God; but if it makes a start with
us, what will be the end of those who are not under the rule of God? 18 And if it is hard
for even the good man to get salvation, what chance has the man without religion or the
sinner? 19For this reason let those who by the purpose of God undergo punishment, keep
on in well-doing and put their souls into the safe hands of their Maker.

5
1 I who am myself one of the rulers of the church, and a witness of the death of Christ,

havingmy part in the coming glory, send this serious request to the chief men among you:
2Keepwatch over theflock ofGodwhich is in your care, using your authority, not as forced
to do so, but gladly; and not for unclean profit but with a ready mind; 3Not as lords over
God's heritage, but making yourselves examples to the flock. 4 And at the coming of the
chief Keeper of the sheep, you will be given the eternal crown of glory. 5And in the same
way, let theyoungermenbe ruledby theolderones. Let all of youput awayprideandmake
yourselves ready to be servants: for God is a hater of pride, but he gives grace to thosewho
make themselves low. 6For this causemake yourselves low under the strong hand of God,
so that when the time comes you may be lifted up; 7 Putting all your troubles on him, for
he takes care of you. 8 Be serious and keep watch; the Evil One, who is against you, goes
about like a lionwith openmouth in search of food; 9Do not give way to him but be strong
in your faith, in the knowledge that your brothers who are in the world undergo the same
troubles. 10And after you have undergone pain for a little time, the God of all grace who
has givenyouapart inhis eternal glory throughChrist Jesus,will himself give you strength
and support, andmake you complete in every good thing; 11His is the power for ever. So be
it. 12 I have sent you this short letter by Silvanus, a true brother, inmy opinion; comforting
you and witnessing that this is the true grace of God; keep to it. 13 She who is in Babylon,
who has a part with you in the purpose of God, sends you her love; and so does my son
Mark. 14Give one another the kiss of love. Peace be to you all in Christ.
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Peter’s Second Letter
1 Simon Peter, a servant and Apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who with us have a part

in the same holy faith in the righteousness of our God and Saviour Jesus Christ: 2 May
grace and peace ever be increasing in you, in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord;
3 Because by his power he has given us everything necessary for life and righteousness,
through the knowledge of him who has been our guide by his glory and virtue; 4 And
through this he has given us the hope of great rewards highly to be valued; so that by them
wemight have our part in God's being, and bemade free from the destruction which is in
theworld through the desires of the flesh. 5So, for this very cause, take every care; joining
virtue to faith, and knowledge to virtue, 6And self-control to knowledge, and a quiet mind
to self-control, and fear ofGod to aquietmind, 7And loveof thebrothers to fear ofGod, and
to love of the brothers, love itself. 8For if you have these things in goodmeasure, they will
make you fertile and full of fruit in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For the man
who has not these things is blind, seeing only what is near, having no memory of how he
wasmade clean from his old sins. 10For this reason, my brothers, take all themore care to
make your selection and approval certain; for if you do these things youwill never have a
fall: 11For so thewaywill be open to you into the eternal kingdomof our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ. 12 For this reason I will be ready at all times to keep your memory of these
things awake, though you have the knowledge of them now and are well based in your
present faith. 13And it seems right to me, as long as I am in this tent of flesh, to keep your
minds awake byworking on yourmemory; 14For I am conscious that in a short time I will
have to put off this tent of flesh, as our Lord Jesus Christ hasmade clear tome. 15And Iwill
take every care so that youmay have a clearmemory of these things aftermy death. 16For
whenwegaveyounewsof thepower and the comingof ourLord Jesus Christ, our teaching
was not based on stories put together by art, but wewere eye-witnesses of his glory. 17For
God the Father gave himhonour and glory, when such a voice came to him out of the great
glory, saying, This is my dearly loved Son, with whom I amwell pleased. 18And this voice
came fromheaven even to our ears, whenwewerewith him on the holymountain. 19And
so thewords of the prophets aremademore certain; and it is well for you to give attention
to them as to a light shining in a dark place, till the dawn comes and the morning star is
seen in your hearts; 20Being conscious in the first place that no man by himself may give
a special sense to the words of the prophets. 21For these words did not ever come through
the impulse of men: but the prophets had them fromGod, beingmoved by the Holy Spirit.

2
1But there were false prophets among the people, as there will be false teachers among

you, who will secretly put forward wrong teachings for your destruction, even turning
away from the Lordwho gave himself for them; whose destructionwill come quickly, and
they themselveswill be the cause of it. 2And a great numberwill gowith them in their evil
ways, through whom the true way will have a bad name. 3And in their desire for profit
they will come to you with words of deceit, like traders doing business in souls: whose
punishment has been ready for a long time and their destruction is watching for them.
4 For if God did not have pity for the angels who did evil, but sent them down into hell, to
be kept in chains of eternal night till they were judged; 5And did not have mercy on the
world which then was, but only kept safe Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven
others,whenhe let loose thewaters over theworld of the evil-doers; 6And sent destruction
on Sodom and Gomorrah, burning them upwith fire as an example to those whoseway of
life might in the future be unpleasing to him; 7 And kept safe Lot, the upright man, who
was deeply troubled by the unclean life of the evil-doers 8 (Because the soul of that upright
man living among them was pained from day to day by seeing and hearing their crimes):
9 The Lord is able to keep the upright safe in the time of testing, and to keep evil-doers
under punishment till the day of judging; 10 But specially those who go after the unclean
desires of the flesh, andmake sport of authority. Ready to take chances, uncontrolled, they
have no fear of saying evil of those in high places: 11 Though the angels, who are greater
in strength and power, do not make use of violent language against them before the Lord.
12 But these men, like beasts without reason, whose natural use is to be taken and put to
death, crying out against things of which they have no knowledge, will undergo that same
destruction which they are designing for others; 13 For the evil which overtakes them is
the reward of their evil-doing: such men take their pleasure in the delights of the flesh
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even in thedaytime; they are like themarks of a disease, like poisonedwounds amongyou,
feasting togetherwith you in joy; 14Having eyes full of evil desire, never having enough of
sin; turning feeble souls out of the trueway; they are children of cursing, whose hearts are
well used to bitter envy; 15Turning out of the trueway, they have gonewandering in error,
after thewayofBalaam, the sonofBeor,whowaspleased to takepayment forwrongdoing;
16But hiswrongdoingwas pointed out to him: an ass, talkingwith aman's voice, put a stop
to the errorof theprophet. 17Theseare fountainswithoutwater, andmists beforeadriving
storm; for whom the eternal night is kept in store. 18 For with high-sounding false words,
making use of the attraction of unclean desires of the flesh, they get into their power those
newlymade free from those who are living in error; 19 Saying that they will be free, while
they themselves are the servants of destruction; becausewhatever gets the better of aman
makes a servant of him. 20 For if, after they have got free from the unclean things of the
world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again taken
in the net and overcome, their last condition is worse than their first. 21For it would have
beenbetter for themtohavehadnoknowledgeof thewayof righteousness, than to goback
again from the holy lawwhichwas given to them, after having knowledge of it. 22They are
an example of that true saying, The dog has gone back to the food it had put out, and the
pig which had been washed to its rolling in the dirty earth.

3
1 My loved ones, this is now my second letter to you, and in this as in the first, I am

attempting to keep your true minds awake; 2 So that you may keep in mind the words of
the holy prophets in the past, and the law of the Lord and Saviour which was given to you
by his Apostles. 3Having first of all the knowledge that in the last days there will be men
who, ruled by their evil desires, will make sport of holy things, 4Saying,Where is the hope
of his coming? From the death of the fathers till noweverything has gone on as itwas from
the making of the world. 5But in taking this view they put out of their minds the memory
that in the old days there was a heaven, and an earth lifted out of the water and circled by
water, by theword ofGod; 6And that theworldwhich thenwas came to an end through the
overflowing of the waters. 7But the present heaven and the present earth have been kept
for destruction by fire, which iswaiting for themon the day of the judging and destruction
of evil men. 8But, my loved ones, keep in mind this one thing, that with the Lord one day
is the same as a thousand years, and a thousand years are no more than one day. 9 The
Lord is not slow in keeping his word, as he seems to some, but he is waiting in mercy for
you, not desiring the destruction of any, but that all may be turned from their evil ways.
10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief; and in that day the heavens will be rolled
up with a great noise, and the substance of the earth will be changed by violent heat, and
the world and everything in it will be burned up. 11 Seeing then that all these things are
coming to such an end, what sort of persons is it right for you to be, in all holy behaviour
and righteousness, 12Looking for and trulydesiring the comingof thedayofGod,when the
heavens will come to an end through fire, and the substance of the earth will be changed
by the great heat? 13 But having faith in his word, we are looking for a new heaven and
a new earth, which will be the resting-place of righteousness. 14For this reason, my loved
ones, as you are looking for these things, take great care thatwhenhe comes youmaybe in
peacebeforehim, free fromsinandevery evil thing. 15Andbe certain that the longwaiting
of the Lord is for salvation; even as our brother Paul has said in his letters to you, from the
wisdom which was given to him; 16And as he said in all his letters, which had to do with
these things; inwhich are somehard sayings, so that, like the rest of theholyWritings, they
are twisted by thosewho are uncertain andwithout knowledge, to the destruction of their
souls. 17For this reason,my loved ones, having knowledge of these things before they take
place, take care that you are not turned away by the error of the uncontrolled, so falling
from your true faith. 18 But be increased in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ. May he have glory now and for ever. So be it.
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John’s First Letter
1 That which was from the first, which has come to our ears, and which we have seen

with our eyes, looking on it and touching it with our hands, about the Word of life 2 (And
the life was made clear to us, and we have seen it and are witnessing to it and giving you
word of that eternal life which was with the Father and was seen by us); 3We give you
word of all we have seen and everything which has come to our ears, so that you may be
united with us; and we are united with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ: 4And we
are writing these things to you so that our joy may be made complete. 5 This is the word
which came to us from him andwhich we give to you, that God is light and in him there is
nothing dark. 6 If we say we are joined to him, and are walking still in the dark, our words
are false and our acts are untrue: 7But if we are walking in the light, as he is in the light,
we are all united with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Sonmakes us clean from all
sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, we are false to ourselves and there is nothing true in
us. 9 If we say openly that we have done wrong, he is upright and true to his word, giving
us forgiveness of sins and making us clean from all evil. 10 If we say that we have no sin,
wemake him false and his word is not in us.

2
1My little children, I amwriting these things to you so that youmay bewithout sin. And

if anyman is a sinner,wehave a friend andhelperwith the Father, Jesus Christ, the upright
one: 2He is the offering for our sins; and not for ours only, but for all the world. 3And by
thiswemay be certain thatwe have knowledge of him, if we keep his laws. 4Themanwho
says, I have knowledge of him, and does not keep his laws, is false, and there is nothing
true in him: 5But in every man who keeps his word, the love of God is made complete. By
this wemay be certain that we are in him: 6Hewho says that he is living in him, will do as
he did. 7My loved ones, I do not give you a new law, but an old law which you had from
the first; this old law is the word which came to your ears. 8Again, I give you a new law,
which is true in him and in you; for the night is near its end and the true light is even now
shining out. 9He who says that he is in the light, and has hate in his heart for his brother,
is still in the dark. 10Hewho has love for his brother is in the light, and there is no cause of
error in him. 11But hewho has hate for his brother is in the dark, walking in the darkwith
no knowledge of where he is going, unable to see because of the dark. 12 I am writing to
you, my children, because you have forgiveness of sins through his name. 13 I am writing
to you, fathers, because you have knowledge of him who was from the first. I am writing
to you, young men, because you have overcome the Evil One. I have sent a letter to you,
children, because you have knowledge of the Father. 14 I have sent a letter to you, fathers,
because you have knowledge of him who was from the first. I have sent a letter to you,
young men, because you are strong, and the word of God is in you, and because you have
overcome the Evil One. 15Have no love for the world or for the things which are in the
world. If any man has love for the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 Because
everything in the world, the desire of the flesh, the desire of the eyes, and the pride of life,
is not of the Father but of the world. 17And the world and its desires is coming to an end:
but hewhodoesGod's pleasure is living for ever. 18Little children, it is the last hour; and as
youwere givenword that theAntichristwould come, so nowanumber of Antichrists have
come to you; and by this we are certain that it is the last hour. 19Theywent out fromus but
they were not of us; if they had been of us they would still be with us: but they went out
from us so that it might be made clear that they were not of us. 20And you have the Spirit
from the Holy One and you all have knowledge. 21 I have not sent you this letter because
youhavenoknowledge ofwhat is true, but because youhave knowledge, andbecause that
which is false has nothing in common with that which is true. 22Who is false but he who
says that Jesus is not the Christ? He is the Antichrist who has no belief in the Father or the
Son. 23Hewho has no belief in the Son has not the Father: hewhomakes clear his belief in
the Son has the Father. 24But as for you, keep in your hearts the things which were made
clear to you from the first. If you keep these things in your hearts you will be kept in the
Father and the Son. 25 And this is the hope which he gave you, even eternal life. 26 I am
writing these things to you about thosewhose purpose is that youmay be turned out of the
trueway. 27As for you, the Spirit which he gave you is still in you, and you have no need of
any teacher; but as his Spirit gives you teaching about all things, and is true and not false,
so keep your hearts in him, through the teaching which he has given you. 28And now, my
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children, keep your hearts in him; so that at his revelation, wemay have no fear or shame
before him at his coming. 29 If you have knowledge that he is upright, it is clear to you that
everyone who does righteousness is his offspring.

3
1Seewhat great love the Father has given us in naming us the children of God; and such

we are. For this reason the world does not see who we are, because it did not see who he
was. 2My loved ones, now we are children of God, and at present it is not clear what we
are to be. We are certain that at his revelation we will be like him; for we will see him
as he is. 3And everyone who has this hope in him makes himself holy, even as he is holy.
4Everyone who is a sinner goes against the law, for sin is going against the law. 5And you
have knowledge that he came to take away sin: and in him there is no sin. 6Anyonewho is
in him does no sin; anyonewho is a sinner has not seen him and has no knowledge of him.
7My little children, let no man take you out of the true way: he who does righteousness is
upright, even as he is upright; 8 The sinner is a child of the Evil One; for the Evil One has
been a sinner from the first. And the Son of God was seen on earth so that he might put
an end to the works of the Evil One. 9Anyone who is a child of God does no sin, because
he still has God's seed in him; he is not able to be a sinner, because God is his Father. 10 In
this way it is clear who are the children of God and who are the children of the Evil One;
anyone who does not do righteousness or who has no love for his brother, is not a child of
God. 11Because this is the word which was given to you from the first, that we are to have
love for one another; 12Not being of the Evil One like Cain, who put his brother to death.
And why did he put him to death? Because his works were evil and his brother's works
were good. 13Do not be surprised, my brothers, if the world has no love for you. 14We are
conscious that we have come out of death into life because of our love for the brothers. He
whohasno love is still indeath. 15Anyonewhohashate forhis brother is a takerof life, and
youmaybe certain that no taker of life has eternal life in him. 16 In thiswe seewhat love is,
becausehe gavehis life forus; and it is right forus to give our lives for thebrothers. 17But if
aman has this world's goods, and sees that his brother is in need, and keeps his heart shut
against his brother, how is it possible for the love of God to be in him? 18My little children,
do not let our love be in word and in tongue, but let it be in act and in good faith. 19 In
this way we may be certain that we are true, and may give our heart comfort before him,
20When our heart says that we have done wrong; because God is greater than our heart,
and has knowledge of all things. 21My loved ones, if our heart does not say that we have
done wrong, we have no fear before him; 22And he gives us all our requests, because we
keep his laws and do the things which are pleasing in his eyes. 23And this is his law, that
we have faith in the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love for one another, even as he said
to us. 24He who keeps his laws is in God and God is in him. And the Spirit which he gave
us is our witness that he is in us.

4
1My lovedones, donot put your faith in every spirit, but put them to the test, to see if they

are fromGod: because a great number of false prophets have gone out into theworld. 2By
this youmay have knowledge of the Spirit of God: every spirit which says that Jesus Christ
has come in the flesh is of God: 3And every spirit which does not say this is not from God:
this is the spirit of Antichrist, of which you have hadword; and it is in theworld even now.
4You are of God,my little children, and you have overcome thembecause hewho is in you
is greater than he who is in the world. 5 They are of the world, so their talk is the world's
talk, and the world gives ear to them. 6We are of God: he who has the knowledge of God
gives ear to us; hewho is not of God does not give ear to us. By thiswemay seewhich is the
true spirit, andwhich is the spirit of error. 7My lovedones, let ushave love for oneanother:
because love is of God, and everyone who has love is a child of God and has knowledge of
God. 8Hewho has no love has no knowledge of God, because God is love. 9And the love of
God was made clear to us when he sent his only Son into the world so that we might have
life through him. 10And this is love, not that we had love for God, but that he had love for
us, and sent his Son to be an offering for our sins. 11My loved ones, if God had such love for
us, it is right for us to have love for one another. 12Noman has ever seen God: if we have
love for one another, God is in us and his love is made complete in us: 13 And his Spirit
which he has given us is thewitness thatwe are in himandhe is in us. 14Andwehave seen
and give witness that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world. 15 Everyone
who says openly that Jesus is the Son of God, has God in him and is in God. 16Andwe have
seen and had faith in the love which God has for us. God is love, and everyone who has
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love is in God, and God is in him. 17 In this way love ismade complete in us, so that wemay
be without fear on the day of judging, because as he is, so are we in this world. 18There is
no fear in love: true love has no room for fear, because where fear is, there is pain; and he
who is not free from fear is not complete in love. 19We have the power of loving, because
he first had love for us. 20 If a man says, I have love for God, and has hate for his brother,
his words are false: for how is themanwho has no love for his brotherwhomhe has seen,
able to have love for God whom he has not seen? 21And this is the word which we have
from him, that he who has love for God is to have the same love for his brother.

5
1Everyonewho has faith that Jesus is the Christ is a child of God: and everyonewho has

love for the Father has love for his child. 2 In this way, we are certain that we have love
for the children of God, when we have love for God and keep his laws. 3 For loving God
is keeping his laws: and his laws are not hard. 4Anything which comes from God is able
to overcome the world: and the power bywhichwe have overcome the world is our faith.
5Who is able to overcome theworld but themanwhohas faith that Jesus is the Son of God?
6This is he who came by water and by blood, Jesus Christ; not by water only but by water
and by blood. 7And the Spirit is the witness, because the Spirit is true. 8 There are three
witnesses, the Spirit, the water, and the blood: and all three are in agreement. 9 If we take
the witness of men to be true, the witness of God is greater: because this is the witness
which God has given about his Son. 10He who has faith in the Son of God has the witness
in himself: he who has not faith in God makes him false, because he has not faith in the
witness which God has given about his Son. 11And his witness is this, that God has given
us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12He who has the Son has the life; he who has
not the Son of God has not the life. 13 I have put these things in writing for you who have
faith in the name of the Son of God, so that you may be certain that you have eternal life.
14Andwe are certain that if wemake any request to himwhich is right in his eyes, he will
give ear to us: 15And if we are certain that he gives ear to all our requests, we are equally
certain that we will get our requests. 16 If a man sees his brother doing a sin which is not
bad enough for death, let himmake a prayer toGod, andGodwill give life to himwhose sin
was not bad enough for death. There is a sin whose punishment is death: I do not say that
he maymake such a request then. 17All evil-doing is sin: but death is not the punishment
for every sort of sin. 18We are certain that one who is a child of God will do no sin, but the
Son of God keeps him so that he is not touched by the Evil One. 19We are certain that we
are of God, but all the world is in the power of the Evil One. 20And we are certain that the
Son of God has come, and has given us a clear vision, so that we may see him who is true,
and we are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.
21My little children, keep yourselves from false gods.
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John’s Second Letter
1 I, a ruler in the church, sendword to thenoble sisterwho is ofGod's selection, and toher

children, for whom I have true love; and not only I, but all who have knowledge of what
is true; 2Because of this true knowledge which is in us, and will be with us for ever: 3May
grace, mercy, and peace be with us from God the Father, and from Jesus Christ, the Son of
the Father, in all true love. 4 It gave me great joy to see some of your children walking in
the true way, even as we were ordered to do by the Father. 5And now, my sister, I make a
request to you, not sending you anew law, but the lawwhichwehad from thefirst, thatwe
have love for one another. 6And love is the keeping of his laws. This is the law which was
given to you from the first, so that youmight keep it. 7Because a number of false teachers
have gone out into the world, who do not give witness that Jesus Christ came in the flesh.
Such a one is a false teacher and Antichrist. 8Keep watch over yourselves, so that you do
not make our work of no effect, but may get your full reward. 9Anyone who goes on and
does not keep to the teaching of Christ, has not God: he who keeps to the teaching has the
Father and the Son. 10 If anyone comes to you not having this teaching, do not take him
into your house or give him words of love: 11 For he who gives him words of love has a
part in his evil works. 12Having much to say to you, it is not my purpose to put it all down
with paper and ink: but I am hoping to come to you, and to have talk with you face to face,
so that your joy may be full. 13The children of your noble sister, who is of God's selection,
send you their love.
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John’s Third Letter
1 I, a ruler in the church, send word to the well loved Gaius, for whom I have true love.

2My loved one, it is my prayer that you may do well in all things, and be healthy in body,
even as your soul does well. 3 For it gave me great joy when some of the brothers came
and gave witness that you had the true faith andwere walking in the true way. 4 I have no
greater joy than to havenews thatmy children arewalking in the trueway. 5My loved one,
you are doing a good work in being kind to those brothers who come from other places;
6Whohave givenwitness to the church of your love for them: and youwill dowell to send
them on their way well cared for, as is right for servants of God: 7 For they went out for
love of the Name, taking nothing from the Gentiles. 8 So it is right for us to take in such
men as guests, so that wemay take our part in the work of the true faith. 9 I sent a letter to
the church, but Diotrephes, whose desire is ever to have the first place among them, will
not have us there. 10 So if I come, I will keep in mind the things he does, talking against us
with evilwords: and as if thiswas not enough, he does not take the brothers into his house,
and those who are ready to take them in, he keeps from doing so, putting them out of the
church if they do. 11My loved one, do not be copyingwhat is evil, butwhat is good. Hewho
does good is of God: he who does evil has not seen God. 12Demetrius has the approval of
all men and of what is true: and we give the same witness, and you are certain that our
witness is true. 13 I hadmuch to say to you, but it is not my purpose to put it all downwith
ink and pen: 14But I am hoping to see you in a short time, and to have talk with you face
to face. May you have peace. Your friends here send you their love. Give my love to our
friends by name.
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The Letter from Jude
1 Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and the brother of James, to those of God's selectionwho

have been made holy by God the Father and are kept safe for Jesus Christ: 2May mercy
and peace and love be increased in you. 3My loved ones, while my thoughts were full of
a letter which I was going to send you about our common salvation, it was necessary for
me to send you one requesting youwith allmy heart to go on fighting strongly for the faith
which has been given to the saints once and for ever. 4For certain men have come among
you secretly, marked out before in the holy Writings for this evil fate, men without the
fear of God, turning his grace into an unclean thing, and false to our onlyMaster and Lord,
Jesus Christ. 5Now it is my purpose to put you in mind, though you once had knowledge
of all these things, of how the Lord, having taken a people safely out of Egypt, later sent
destruction on thosewho had no faith; 6And the angels who did not keep to their kingdom
but went out from the place which was theirs, he has put in eternal chains and in dark
night till the great day of the judging. 7Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the towns near
them, having like these, given themselves up to unclean desires and gone after strange
flesh, have been made an example, undergoing the punishment of eternal fire. 8 In the
same way these dreamers make the flesh unclean, having no respect for authorities, and
say evil of rulers. 9NowwhenMichael, one of the chief angels, wasfighting against the Evil
One for the body of Moses, fearing to make use of violent words against him, he only said,
May the Lord be your judge. 10 But these men say evil about such things as they have no
knowledge of; and the things of which they have natural knowledge, like beasts without
reason, are the cause of their destruction. 11 A curse on them! They have gone in the
way of Cain, running uncontrolled into the error of Balaam for reward, and have come
to destruction by saying evil against the Lord, like Korah. 12Thesemen are unseen rocks at
your love-feasts, when they take part in themwith you, keepers of sheepwhowithout fear
take the food of the sheep; clouds without water rushing before the wind, wasted trees
without fruit, twice dead, pulled up by the roots, 13 Violent waves of the sea, streaming
with their shame, wandering stars for whom the darkest night is kept in store for ever.
14The prophet Enoch, whowas the seventh after Adam, said of thesemen, The Lord came
with tens of thousands of his saints, 15To be the judge of all, and to give a decision against
all thosewhose lives are unpleasing to him, because of the evil acts which they have done,
andbecause of all thehard thingswhich sinnerswithout fear ofGodhave said against him.
16 These are the men who make trouble, ever desiring change, going after evil pleasures,
using high-sounding words, respecting men's position in the hope of reward. 17 But you,
my loved ones, keep in memory the words which were said before by the Apostles of our
Lord Jesus Christ, 18How they said to you, In the last days therewill bemenwho, guided by
their evil desires, will make sport of holy things. 19These are themenwhomake divisions,
natural men, not having the Spirit. 20 But you, my loved ones, building yourselves up on
yourmost holy faith, andmaking prayers in the Holy Spirit, 21Keep yourselves in the love
of God, looking for life eternal through the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. 22 And have
pity on those who are in doubt; 23And to some give salvation, pulling them out of the fire;
and on some havemercywith fear, hating even the clothingwhich ismade unclean by the
flesh. 24Now to him who is able to keep you from falling, and to give you a place in his
glory, free from all evil, with great joy, 25To the only God our Saviour, through Jesus Christ
our Lord, let us give glory and honour and authority and power, before all time and now
and for ever. So be it.
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The Revelation to John
1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ which God gave him so that his servants might have

knowledge of the things which will quickly take place: and he sent and made it clear by
his angel to his servant John; 2Who gave witness of the word of God, and of the witness
of Jesus Christ, even of all the things which he saw. 3A blessing be on the reader, and on
those who give ear to the prophet's words, and keep the things which he has put in the
book: for the time is near. 4 John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace to you
and peace, from himwho is and was and is to come; and from the seven Spirits which are
before his high seat; 5And from Jesus Christ, the true witness, the first to come back from
the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To himwho had love for us and hasmade
us clean from our sins by his blood; 6And has made us to be a kingdom and priests to his
God and Father; to him let glory and power be given for ever and ever. So be it. 7 See, he
comes with the clouds, and every eye will see him, and those by whom he was wounded;
and all the tribes of the earth will be sorrowing because of him. Yes, so be it. 8 I am the
First and the Last, says the Lord God who is and was and is to come, the Ruler of all. 9 I,
John, your brother, who have a partwith you in the trouble and the kingdomand the quiet
strength of Jesus, was in the island which is named Patmos, for the word of God and the
witness of Jesus. 10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and a great voice at my back, as
of a horn, came to my ears, 11 Saying, What you see, put in a book, and send it to the seven
churches; to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamos and to Thyatira and to Sardis and
to Philadelphia and to Laodicea. 12 And turning to see the voice which said these words
to me, I saw seven gold vessels with lights burning in them; 13And in the middle of them
one like a son of man, clothed with a robe down to his feet, and with a band of gold round
his breasts. 14And his head and his hair were white like wool, as white as snow; and his
eyeswere as a flame of fire; 15And his feet like polished brass, as if it had been burned in a
fire; and his voice was as the sound of great waters. 16And he had in his right hand seven
stars: and out of his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword: and his face was like the sun
shining in its strength. 17And when I saw him, I went down on my face at his feet as one
dead. And he put his right hand onme, saying, Have no fear; I am the first and the last and
the Living one; 18And Iwas dead, and see, I am living for ever, and I have the keys of death
and of Hell. 19 Put in writing, then, the things which you have seen, and the things which
are, and the thingswhichwill be after these; 20The secret of the seven starswhich you saw
inmy right hand, and of the seven gold vesselswith burning lights. The seven stars are the
angels of the seven churches: and the seven lights are the seven churches.

2
1To the angel of the church in Ephesus say: These things says hewho has the seven stars

in his right hand, who is walking in themiddle of the seven gold lights: 2 I have knowledge
of your doings, and of your hard work and long waiting, and that you will not put up with
evil men, and have put to the test those who say they are Apostles and are not, and have
seen that they are false; 3And you have the power ofwaiting, and have undergone trouble
because of my name, without weariness. 4But I have this against you, that you are turned
away from your first love. 5 So keep in mind where you were at first, and be changed in
heart and do the first works; or I will come to you, and will take away your light from its
place, if your hearts are not changed. 6But at least you have the credit of hating the works
of the Nicolaitans, as I do. 7Hewho has ears, let him give ear to what the Spirit says to the
churches. To him who overcomes I will give of the fruit of the tree of life, which is in the
Paradise of God. 8And to the angel of the church in Smyrna say: These things says the first
and the last, whowas dead and is living: 9 I have knowledge of your troubles andhowpoor
you are (but you have truewealth), and the evil words of thosewho say they are Jews, and
are not, but are a Synagogue of Satan. 10Have no fear of the things which you will have
to undergo: see, the Evil One will send some of you into prison, so that you may be put
to the test; and you will have great trouble for ten days. Be true till death, and I will give
you the crown of life. 11He who has ears, let him give ear to what the Spirit says to the
churches. He who overcomes will not come under the power of the second death. 12And
to the angel of the church in Pergamos say: These things says he who has the sharp two-
edged sword: 13 I have knowledge that your living-place is where Satan has his seat: and
you are true to my name, and were not turned away from your faith in me, even in the
days of Antipas, my true witness, who was put to death among you, where Satan has his
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place. 14 But I have some things against you, because you have with you those who keep
the teaching of Balaam, by whose suggestion Balak made the children of Israel go out of
the right way, taking food which was offered to false gods, and going after the desires of
the flesh. 15And you have thosewho keep the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 16See, then, that
you have a change of heart; or I will come to you quickly, and will make war against them
with the sword of mymouth. 17Hewho has ears, let him give ear to what the Spirit says to
the churches. To himwho overcomes I will give of the secret manna, and I will give him a
white stone, and on the stone a newname, ofwhich no one has knowledge but he towhom
it is given. 18And to the angel of the church in Thyatira say: These things says the Son of
God,whoseeyesare likeaflameoffire, andhis feet likepolishedbrass: 19 I haveknowledge
of yourworks, and your love and faith and help and strength in trouble, and that your last
works aremore than thefirst. 20But I have this against you, that you let thewoman Jezebel
say she is a prophet and give false teaching, makingmy servants go after the desires of the
flesh and take food offered to false gods. 21And I gave her time for a change of heart, but
she has no mind to give up her unclean ways. 22 See, I will put her into a bed, and those
who make themselves unclean with her, into great trouble, if they go on with her works.
23And Iwill put her children to death; and all the churcheswill see that I amhewhomakes
search into the secret thoughts and hearts of men: and I will give to every one of you the
reward of yourworks. 24But to you I say, to the rest in Thyatira, even to thosewhohavenot
this teaching, and have no knowledge of the secrets of Satan, as they say; I put on you no
other weight. 25But what you have, keep safe till I come. 26Hewho overcomes, and keeps
myworks to the end, to him I will give rule over the nations, 27And he will be ruling them
with a rod of iron; as the vessels of the potter they will be broken, even as I have power
from my Father: 28And I will give him the morning star. 29He who has ears, let him give
ear to what the Spirit says to the churches.

3
1And to the angel of the church in Sardis say: These things says he who has the seven

Spirits of God and the seven stars: I have knowledge of your works, that you seem to be
living but are dead. 2 Be on the watch, and make strong the rest of the things which are
near to death; because as judged by me your works have not come up to God's measure.
3Keep in mind, then, the teaching which was given to you, and be ruled by it and have a
change of heart. If then you do not keep watch, I will come like a thief, and you will have
no knowledge of the hour when I will come on you. 4But you have some names in Sardis
who have kept clean their robes; and as a reward they will go in white with me. 5He who
overcomes will be dressed in white, and I will not take his name from the book of life, and
I will give witness to his name before my Father, and before his angels. 6Hewho has ears,
let him give ear to what the Spirit says to the churches. 7 And to the angel of the church
in Philadelphia say: These things says he who is holy, he who is true, he who has the key
of David, opening the door so that it may be shut by no one, and shutting it so that it may
be open to no one. 8 I have knowledge of your works (see, I have put before you an open
door which may be shut by no one), and that you have a little strength, and have kept my
word, and have been true to my name. 9 See, I will make those of the Synagogue of Satan
who say they are Jews, and are not, but say what is false; I will make them come and give
worship before your feet, and see my love for you. 10 Because you have kept my word in
quiet strength, I will keep you from the hour of testing which is coming on all the world,
to put to the test those who are on earth. 11 I come quickly: keep that which you have, so
that no one may take your crown. 12Himwho overcomes I will make a pillar in the house
of my God, and he will go out nomore: and I will put on him the name of my God, and the
name of the town of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from
my God, and my new name. 13He who has ears, let him give ear to what the Spirit says to
the churches. 14And to the angel of the church in Laodicea say: These things says the true
and certain witness, the head of God's new order: 15 I have knowledge of your works, that
you are not cold or warm: it would be better if you were cold or warm. 16 So because you
are not one thing or the other, I will have no more to do with you. 17 For you say, I have
wealth, and have got together goods and land, and have need of nothing; and you are not
conscious of your sad and unhappy condition, that you are poor and blind and without
clothing. 18 If you are wise you will get from me gold tested by fire, so that you may have
true wealth; and white robes to put on, so that your shame may not be seen; and oil for
your eyes, so that you may see. 19To all those who are dear to me, I give sharp words and
punishment: then with all your heart have sorrow for your evil ways. 20 See, I amwaiting
at the door and giving the sign; if my voice comes to anyman's ears and hemakes the door
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open, I will come in to him, and will take food with him and he with me. 21 To him who
overcomes I will give a place withme onmy high seat, even as I overcame, and am seated
withmy Father on his high seat. 22Hewho has ears, let him give ear towhat the Spirit says
to the churches.

4
1After these things I saw a door open in heaven, and the first voice came tomy ears, like

the sound of a horn, saying, Come up here, and I will make clear to you the things which
are to come. 2 Straight away I was in the Spirit: and I saw a high seat in heaven, and one
was seated on it; 3And to my eyes he was like a jasper and a sardius stone: and there was
an arch of light round the high seat, like an emerald. 4And round about the high seat were
four and twenty seats: and on them I saw four and twenty rulers seated, clothed in white
robes; and on their heads crowns of gold. 5Andout of the high seat cameflames andvoices
and thunders. And seven lights of fire were burning before the high seat, which are the
seven Spirits of God; 6And before the high seat therewas, as it seemed, a clear sea of glass;
and in themiddle of the high seat, and round about it, four beasts full of eyes round about.
7And the first beast was like a lion, and the second like an ox, and the third had a face like
aman, and the fourthwas like an eagle in flight. 8And the four beasts, having every one of
them sixwings, are full of eyes round about and inside: andwithout resting day andnight,
they say, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God, Ruler of all, whowas and is and is to come. 9Andwhen
the beasts give glory and honour to himwho is seated on the high seat, to himwho is living
for ever and ever, 10The four and twenty rulers go down on their faces before himwho is
seated on the high seat, and give worship to him who is living for ever and ever, and take
off their crowns before the high seat, saying, 11 It is right, our Lord and our God, for you
to have glory and honour and power: because by you were all things made, and by your
desire they came into being.

5
1And I saw in the right hand of himwhowas seated on the high seat, a bookwithwriting

inside it and on the back, shut with seven stamps of wax. 2And I saw a strong angel saying
in a loud voice, Who is able to make the book open, and to undo its stamps? 3And no one
in heaven, or on the earth, or under the earth, was able to get the book open, or to seewhat
was in it. 4And Iwas very sad, because therewas no one able to get the book open or to see
what was in it. 5And one of the rulers said to me, Do not be sad: see, the Lion of the tribe
of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome, and has power to undo the book and its seven
stamps. 6And I saw in themiddle of the high seat and of the four beasts, and in themiddle
of the rulers, a Lamb inhis place,which seemedas if it hadbeenput to death, having seven
horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God, sent out into all the earth. 7And
he came and took it out of the right hand of him who was seated on the high seat. 8And
when he had taken the book, the four beasts and the four and twenty rulers went down
on their faces before the Lamb, having every one an instrument ofmusic, and gold vessels
full of perfumes, which are the prayers of the saints. 9 And their voices are sounding in
a new song, saying, It is right for you to take the book and to make it open: for you were
put to death and have made an offering to God of your blood for men of every tribe, and
language, and people, and nation, 10 And have made them a kingdom and priests to our
God, and they are ruling on the earth. 11And I saw, and there came to my ears the sound
of a great number of angels round about the high seat and the beasts and the rulers; and
the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands;
12Sayingwith a great voice, It is right to give to the Lambwhowas put to death, power and
wealth and wisdom and strength and honour and glory and blessing. 13 And to my ears
came the voice of everything in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea,
andof all thingswhichare in them, saying, Tohimwho is seatedon thehigh seat, and to the
Lamb, may blessing and honour and glory and power be given for ever and ever. 14And
the four beasts said, So be it. And the rulers went down on their faces and gave worship.

6
1 And I saw when the Lamb undid one of the stamps, and the voice of one of the four

beasts came tomyears, sayingaswith avoice of thunder, Comeand see. 2And I sawawhite
horse, and hewhowas seated on it had a bow; and therewas given to him a crown: and he
went out with power to overcome. 3Andwhen the second stampwas undone, the voice of
the second beast came to my ears, saying, Come and see. 4And another horse came out, a
redhorse; and itwas given tohimwhowas seated on it to takepeace from the earth, so that
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people might put one another to death: and there was given to him a great sword. 5And
when the third stamp was undone, the voice of the third beast came to my ears, saying,
Come and see. And I saw a black horse; and he who was seated on it had scales in his
hand. 6And a voice came tomy ears, from themiddle of the four beasts, saying, Ameasure
of grain for a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny: and see that you do no
damage to the oil and thewine. 7Andwhen the fourth stampwas undone, the voice of the
fourth beast came tomyears, saying, Comeand see. 8And I sawagreyhorse, and thename
of him who was seated on it was Death; and Hell came after him. And there was given to
themauthority over the fourth part of the earth, to put to destruction by the sword, and by
taking away their food, and by death, and by the beasts of the earth. 9And when the fifth
stampwas undone, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been put to death for
the word of God, and for the witness which they kept. 10And they gave a great cry, saying,
How long will it be, O Ruler, holy and true, before you take your place as judge and give
punishment for our blood to those on the earth? 11 And there was given to every one a
white robe, and they were ordered to take their rest for a little time, till the number was
complete of the other servants, their brothers,whowouldbeput to death, evenas theyhad
been. 12And I saw when the sixth stamp was undone, and there was a great earth-shock;
and the sun became black as haircloth, and all themoon became as blood; 13And the stars
of heaven were falling to the earth, like green fruit from a tree before the force of a great
wind. 14And the heavenwas taken away like the roll of a bookwhen it is rolled up; and all
the mountains and islands were moved out of their places. 15And the kings of the earth,
and the rulers, and the chief captains, and the men of wealth, and the strong, and every
servant and free man, took cover in the holes and the rocks of the mountains; 16And they
say to themountains and to the rocks, Come down on us, covering us from the face of him
who is seated on the high seat, and from thewrath of the Lamb: 17For the great day of their
wrath is come, and whomay keep his place?

7
1After this I saw four angels in their places at the four points of the earth, keeping back

the four winds in their hands, so that there might be no moving of the wind on the earth,
or on the sea, or on any tree. 2And I saw another angel coming up from the east, having
the mark of the living God: and he said with a great voice to the four angels, to whom it
was given to do damage to the earth and the sea, 3Do no damage to the earth, or the sea,
or the trees, till we have put a mark on the servants of our God. 4And there came to my
ears the number of those who had the mark on their brows, a hundred and forty-four
thousand, who were marked out of every tribe of the people of Israel. 5 Of the tribe of
Judahweremarked twelve thousand: of the tribe of Reuben twelve thousand: of the tribe
of Gad twelve thousand: 6Of the tribe of Asher twelve thousand: of the tribe of Naphtali
twelve thousand: of the tribe ofManasseh twelve thousand: 7Of the tribe of Simeon twelve
thousand: of the tribe of Levi twelve thousand: of the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand:
8Of the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand: of the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand: of the
tribe of Benjamin were marked twelve thousand. 9After these things I saw a great army
of people more thanmight be numbered, out of every nation and of all tribes and peoples
and languages, taking their places before the high seat and before the Lamb, dressed in
white robes, and with branches in their hands, 10 Saying with a loud voice, Salvation to
our God who is seated on the high seat, and to the Lamb. 11And all the angels were round
about the high seat, and about the rulers and the four beasts; and theywent down on their
faces before the high seat, and gave worship to God, saying, 12 So be it. Let blessing and
glory andwisdom and praise and honour and power and strength be given to our God for
ever and ever. So be it. 13 And one of the rulers made answer, saying to me, These who
have on white robes, who are they, and where did they come from? 14And I said to him,
My lord, you have knowledge. And he said to me, These are they who came through the
great testing, and their robes have beenwashed andmadewhite in the blood of the Lamb.
15This is why they are before the high seat of God; and they are his servants day and night
in his house: and he who is seated on the high seat will be a tent over them. 16 They will
never be in need of food or drink: and they will never again be troubled by the burning
heat of the sun: 17For the Lambwho is on the high seatwill be their keeper and their guide
to fountains of living water: and Godwill make glad their eyes for ever.

8
1And when the seventh stamp was undone there was quiet in heaven for about half an

hour. 2And I saw the seven angels who had their place before God; and seven horns were
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given to them. 3Andanother angel cameand tookhis place at the altar, having a gold vessel
for burning perfume; and there was given to him much perfume, so that he might put it
with the prayers of all the saints on the gold altarwhichwas before the high seat. 4And the
smoke of the perfume, with the prayers of the saints, went up before God out of the angel's
hand. 5And the angel took the vessel; and hemade it full of the fire of the altar, and sent it
down on the earth: and there came thunders and voices and flames and a shaking of the
earth. 6 And the seven angels who had the seven horns made ready for sounding them.
7And at the sounding of the first, a rain of ice and fire, mixed with blood, was sent on the
earth: and a third part of the earth, and of the trees, and all green grass was burned up.
8And at the sounding of the second angel, it was as if a great mountain burning with fire
was sent into the sea: anda thirdpart of the seabecameblood, 9Anddestruction cameona
third part of the living thingswhichwere in the sea, and on a third part of the ships. 10And
at the sounding of the third angel, there went down from heaven a great star, burning like
a flame, and it came on a third part of the rivers, and on the fountains of water. 11And the
nameof the star isWormwood: anda thirdpart of thewaters becamebitter; andanumber
of men came to their end because of the waters, for they were made bitter. 12And at the
sounding of the fourth angel, a third part of the sun, and of themoon, and of the stars was
made dark, so that there was no light for a third part of the day and of the night. 13And
there came to my ears the cry of an eagle in flight in the middle of heaven, saying with a
great voice, Trouble, trouble, trouble, to all on the earth, because of the other voices of the
horns of the three angels, whose sounding is still to come.

9
1And at the sounding of the fifth angel I saw a star falling from heaven to the earth: and

there was given to him the key of the great deep. 2And hemade the great deep open and a
smoke went up from it, like the smoke of a great oven; and the sun and the air were made
darkbecause of the smoke. 3And from the smoke locusts cameout on the earth; andpower
was given them, like the power of scorpions. 4And they were ordered to do no damage to
the grass of the earth, or any green thing, or any tree, but only to suchmen as have not the
mark of God on their brows. 5And orderswere given themnot to put them to death, but to
give them great pain for five months: and their pain was as the pain from the wound of a
scorpion. 6And in those days men will be hoping for death, and it will not come to them;
and they will have a great desire for death, and death will go in flight from them. 7 And
the forms of the locusts were like horsesmade ready for war; and on their heads they had
crowns like gold, and their faces were as the faces of men. 8 And they had hair like the
hair of women, and their teeth were as the teeth of lions. 9And they had breastplates like
iron, and the sound of their wings was as the sound of carriages, like an army of horses
rushing to the fight. 10And they have pointed tails like scorpions; and in their tails is their
power to givemenwounds for fivemonths. 11Theyhave over themas king the angel of the
great deep: his name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in the Greek language Apollyon. 12 The
first Trouble is past: see, there are still two Troubles to come. 13And at the sounding of the
sixth angel a voice came to my ears from the horns of the gold altar which is before God,
14Saying to the sixth angelwhohad the horn,Make free the four angelswho are chained at
the great river Euphrates. 15And the four angels were made free, who were ready for the
hour and day andmonth and year, that theymight put to death a third part of men. 16And
thenumber of the armies of the horsemenwas twice ten thousand times ten thousand: the
number of them came to my ears. 17And so I saw the horses in the vision, and those who
were seated on them, having breastplates of fire and glass and of burning stone: and the
heads of thehorseswere as theheads of lions; andout of theirmouths camefireand smoke
and a smell of burning. 18By these evils a third part of men was put to death, by the fire,
and the smoke, and the burning smell which came out of theirmouths. 19For the power of
the horses is in theirmouths and in their tails: because their tails are like snakes, and have
heads, and with them they give wounds. 20And the rest of the people, who were not put
to death by these evils, were not turned from theworks of their hands, but went on giving
worship to evil spirits, and images of gold and silver and brass and stone andwoodwhich
have no power of seeing or hearing or walking: 21And they had no regret for puttingmen
to death, or for their use of secret arts, or for the evil desires of the flesh, or for taking the
property of others.

10
1And I saw another strong angel coming down out of heaven, clothed with a cloud; and

an arch of coloured lightwas roundhis head, andhis facewas like the sun, andhis feet like
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pillars of fire; 2And he had in his hand a little open book: and he put his right foot on the
sea, and his left on the earth; 3And he gave a loud cry, like the angry voice of a lion: and
at his cry the voices of the seven thunders were sounding. 4Andwhen the seven thunders
had given out their voices, I was about to put their words down: and a voice from heaven
came tomy ears, saying, Keep secret the things which the seven thunders said, and do not
put them in writing. 5And the angel which I saw taking his position on the sea and on the
earth, put uphis right hand to heaven, 6And tookhis oath byhimwho is living for ever and
ever, who made the heaven and the things in it, and the earth and the things in it, and the
sea and the things in it, that there would be nomore waiting: 7But in the days of the voice
of the seventh angel, when the sound of his horn is about to come, then will the secret of
God be complete, of which he gave the good news to his servants the prophets. 8And the
voice came tomeagain fromheaven, saying, Go, take thebookwhich is open in thehandof
the angel who has his place on the sea and on the earth. 9And I went to the angel, and said
to him, Give me the little book. And he said to me: Put it in your mouth; and it will make
your stomach bitter, but in your mouth it will be sweet as honey. 10 And I took the little
book out of the angel's hand and did as he said; and it was sweet as honey in my mouth:
and when I had taken it, my stomach was made bitter. 11And they said to me, You are to
give word again of what is coming in the future to the peoples and nations and languages
and kings.

11
1And therewas given tome ameasuring rod: and one said, Go up and take themeasure

of thehouseofGod, and thealtar, and theworshippers in it. 2Butdonot take themeasureof
the spaceoutside thehouse; because ithasbeengiven to thenations: and theholy townwill
be under their feet for forty-twomonths. 3And I will give orders tomy twowitnesses, and
they will be prophets for a thousand, two hundred and sixty days, clothed with haircloth.
4 These are the two olive-trees and the two lights, which are before the Lord of the earth.
5And if any man would do them damage, fire comes out of their mouth and puts an end
to those who are working against them: and if any man has a desire to do them damage,
in this way will he be put to death. 6 These have the power to keep the heaven shut, so
that there may be no rain in the days when they are prophets: and they have power over
the waters tomake them into blood, and to send every sort of disease on the earth as their
pleasure is. 7Andwhen they have come to the end of their witness, the beast which comes
up out of the great deepwillmakewar on themandovercome themandput them to death.
8And their dead bodies will be in the open street of the great town, which in the spirit is
namedSodomandEgypt,where their Lordwasput to death on the cross. 9And thepeoples
and tribes and languages and nations will be looking on their dead bodies three days and
a half, and will not let their dead bodies be put in the earth. 10And those who are on the
earthwill havepleasure anddelight over them; and theywill sendofferings one to another
because these two prophets gave great trouble to all on the earth. 11And after three days
and a half the breath of life from God went into them, and they got up on their feet; and
great fear came on those who saw them. 12And a great voice from heaven came to their
ears, saying to them, Come up here. And they went up into heaven in the cloud, and were
seen by those desiring their death. 13And in that hour there was a great earth-shock and a
tenth part of the town came to destruction; and in the earth-shock seven thousandpersons
came to their end: and the rest were in fear, and gave glory to the God of heaven. 14 The
second Trouble is past: see, the third Trouble comes quickly. 15And at the sounding of the
seventh angel there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdom of the world has
become the kingdomof our Lord, and of his Christ, and hewill have rule for ever and ever.
16 And the four and twenty rulers, who are seated before God on their high seats, went
down on their faces and gave worship to God, saying, 17We give you praise, O Lord God,
Ruler of all, who is and who was; because you have taken up your great power and are
ruling your kingdom. 18 And the nations were angry, and your wrath has come, and the
time for the dead to be judged, and the time of reward for your servants, the prophets, and
for the saints, and for those in whom is the fear of your name, small and great, and the
time of destruction for those whomade the earth unclean. 19And the house of God which
is in heavenwas open; and the ark of his agreementwas seen in his house, and therewere
flames and voices and thunders and an earth-shock and a rain of ice.

12
1 And a great sign was seen in heaven: a A woman clothed with the sun, and with the

moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. 2And she was with child;
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andshegaveacry, in thepainsof childbirth. 3And therewas seenanother sign inheaven; a
great red dragon, having sevenheads and tenhorns, and onhis heads seven crowns. 4And
his tail was pulling a third part of the stars of heaven down to the earth, and the dragon
took his place before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when the birth had
taken place he might put an end to her child. 5And she gave birth to a son, a male child,
whowas to have rule over all the nations with a rod of iron: and her child was taken up to
God and to his high seat. 6And the woman went in flight to the waste land, where she has
a placemade ready by God, so that there theymay give her food a thousand, two hundred
and sixty days. 7And therewaswar inheaven: Michael andhis angels going out to thefight
with the dragon; and the dragon and his angels madewar, 8And theywere overcome, and
there was nomore place for them in heaven. 9And the great dragonwas forced down, the
old snake, who is named the Evil One and Satan, by whom all the earth is turned from the
right way; he was forced down to the earth, and his angels were forced down with him.
10 And a great voice in heaven came to my ears, saying, Now is come the salvation, and
the power, and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ: because he who
says evil against our brothers before our God day and night is forced down. 11 And they
overcame him through the blood of the Lamb and the word of their witness; and loving
not their lives they freely gave themselves up to death. 12Be glad then, O heavens, and you
who are in them. But there is trouble for the earth and the sea: because the Evil One has
come down to you, being very angry, having the knowledge that he has but a short time.
13And when the dragon saw that he was forced down to the earth, he made cruel attacks
on thewomanwho gave birth to themale child. 14And therewere given to thewoman two
wings of a great eagle, so that shemight go in flight into thewaste land, to her place, where
she is given food for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of the snake. 15And
the snake sent out of hismouth after thewomana river ofwater, so that shemight be taken
away by the stream. 16And the earth gave help to the woman, and with open mouth took
up the riverwhich the dragon sent out of hismouth. 17And the dragonwas angrywith the
woman and went away to make war on the rest of her seed, who keep the orders of God,
and the witness of Jesus:

13
1And he took his place on the sand of the sea. And I saw a beast coming up out of the sea,

having ten horns and seven heads, and on his horns ten crowns, and on his heads unholy
names. 2 And the beast which I saw was like a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of
a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power and his
seat and great authority. 3And I sawoneof his heads as if it hadbeen given adeath-wound;
and his death-wound was made well: and all the earth was wondering at the beast. 4And
they gaveworship to the dragon, because he gave authority to the beast; andworshipping
the beast, they said, Who is like the beast? and who is able to go to war with him? 5And
there was given to him amouth to say words of pride against God; and there was given to
him authority to go on for forty-twomonths. 6And his mouth was open to say evil against
God, and against his name andhis Tent, even against thosewho are in heaven. 7And itwas
given to him tomakewar on the saints and to overcome them: and therewas given to him
authority over every tribe and people and language and nation. 8And all who are on the
earthwill give himworship, everyonewhose name has not been from the first in the book
of lifeof theLambwhowasput todeath. 9 If anymanhasears, lethimgiveear. 10 If anyman
sends others into prison, into prison he will go: if any man puts to death with the sword,
with the swordwill he be put to death. Here is the quiet strength and the faith of the saints.
11And I saw another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb,
and his voice was like that of a dragon. 12And hemakes use of all the authority of the first
beast before his eyes. And he makes the earth and those who are in it give worship to the
first beast, whose death-wound was made well. 13And he does great signs, even making
fire come down from heaven on the earth before the eyes of men. 14And those who are
on the earth are turned from the true way by him through the signs which he was given
power to do before the beast; giving orders to thosewho are on the earth tomake an image
to the beast, whowaswounded by the sword, and came to life. 15Andhe had power to give
breath to the image of the beast, so that words might come from the image of the beast,
and that he might have all those who did not give worship to the image of the beast put
to death. 16And he gives to all, small and great, the poor and those who have wealth, the
free and thosewho are not free, amark on their right hand or on their brows; 17So that no
manmight be able to do trade but he who has themark, even the name of the beast or the
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number of his name. 18Here is wisdom. He who has knowledge let him get the number of
the beast; because it is the number of aman: and his number is Six hundred and sixty-six.

14
1 And I saw the Lamb on the mountain of Zion, and with him a hundred and forty-

four thousand, marked on their brows with his name and the name of his Father. 2 And
a voice from heaven came to my ears, like the sound of great waters, and the sound of
loud thunder: and the voice which came to me was like the sound of players, playing on
instruments of music. 3And they made as it seemed a new song before the high seat, and
before the four beasts and the rulers: and no man might have knowledge of the song but
the hundred and forty-four thousand, even those from the earth whom God has made his
for a price. 4 These are they who have not made themselves unclean with women; for
they are virgins. These are they who go after the Lamb wherever he goes. These were
taken from among men to be the first fruits to God and to the Lamb. 5And in their mouth
therewas no falseword, for they are untouched by evil. 6And I saw another angel in flight
betweenheavenandearth, having eternal goodnews to give to thosewhoare on the earth,
and to every nation and tribe and language and people, 7 Saying with a loud voice, Have
fear of God and give him glory; because the hour of his judging is come; and give worship
to himwhomade heaven and earth and the sea and the fountains of water. 8And a second
angel came after, saying, Destruction has come to Babylon the great, which gave to all the
nations thewine of thewrath of her evil ways. 9And a third angel came after them, saying
with a loud voice, If anymangivesworship to the beast andhis image, andhas hismark on
his brow or on his hand, 10To himwill be given of the wine of God's wrath which is ready
unmixed in the cup of his wrath and he will have cruel pain, burning with fire before the
holy angels and before the Lamb: 11And the smoke of their pain goes up for ever and ever;
and they have no rest day and night, who give worship to the beast and his image, and
have on them themark of his name. 12Here is the quiet strength of the saints, whokeep the
orders of God, and the faith of Jesus. 13And a voice from heaven came to my ears, saying,
Put in writing, There is a blessing on the dead who from now on come to their end in the
Lord: yes, says the Spirit, that they may have rest from their troubles; for their works go
with them. 14And I saw awhite cloud, and on the cloud I saw one seated, like a son ofman,
having on his head a crown of gold, and in his hand a sharp curved blade. 15And another
angel came out from the house of God, crying with a loud voice to himwhowas seated on
the cloud, Put in yourblade, and let the grainbe cut: because thehour for cutting it is come;
for the grain of the earth is over-ready. 16And he who was seated on the cloud sent in his
blade on the earth; and the grain of the earthwas cut. 17And another angel came out from
the house of God which is in heaven, having a sharp curved blade. 18And another angel
came out from the altar, who has power over fire; and he gave a loud cry to him who had
the sharp curvedblade, saying, Put in your sharpblade, and let the grapes of the vine of the
earth be cut; for her grapes are fully ready. 19And the angel sent his blade into the earth,
and the vine of the earth was cut, and he put it into the great wine-crusher of the wrath
of God. 20And the grapes were crushed under foot outside the town, and blood came out
from them, even to the head-bands of the horses, two hundredmiles.

15
1And I sawanother sign in heaven, great and strange; seven angels having the seven last

punishments, for in them the wrath of God is complete. 2And I saw a sea which seemed
like glass mixed with fire; and those who had overcome the beast and his image and the
number of his name, were in their places by the sea of glass, with God's instruments of
music in their hands. 3And they give the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song
of the Lamb, saying, Great and full of wonder are your works, O Lord God, Ruler of all;
true and full of righteousness are your ways, eternal King. 4What man is there who will
not have fear before you, O Lord, and give glory to your name? because you only are holy;
for all the nationswill come and giveworship before you; for your righteousness has been
made clear. 5And after these things I saw, and the house of the Tent of witness in heaven
wasopen: 6And the sevenangelswhohad the sevenpunishments cameout fromthehouse
of God, clothed with linen, clean and bright and with bands of gold about their breasts.
7And one of the four beasts gave to the seven angels seven gold vessels full of the wrath
of God, who is living for ever and ever. 8And the house of God was full of smoke from the
glory of God, and from his power, and no one was able to go into the house of God, till the
seven punishments of the seven angels were ended.
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16
1Andagreatvoiceoutof thehouseofGodcame tomyears, saying to the sevenangels, Go,

and let thatwhich is in the sevenvessels of thewrath ofGod comedownon the earth. 2And
thefirstwent, and letwhatwas in his vessel comedownon the earth; and it becamean evil
poisoningwound on themenwho had themark of the beast, andwho gaveworship to his
image. 3 And the second let what was in his vessel come out into the sea; and it became
blood as of a dead man; and every living thing in the sea came to an end. 4And the third
let what was in his vessel come out into the rivers and the fountains of water; and they
became blood. 5And the voice of the angel of thewaters came tomy ears, saying, True and
upright is your judging, O Holy One, who is and was from all time: 6 For they made the
blood of saints and prophets come out like a stream, and blood have you given them for
drink; which is their right reward. 7 And a voice came from the altar, saying, Even so, O
Lord God, Ruler of all, true and full of righteousness is your judging. 8And the fourth let
what was in his vessel come out on the sun; and power was given to it that men might be
burnedwithfire. 9Andmenwere burnedwith great heat: and they said evil things against
the name of the Godwho has authority over these punishments; and theywere not turned
from their evil ways to give him glory. 10And the fifth let what was in his vessel come out
on the high seat of the beast; and his kingdomwas made dark; and they were biting their
tongues for pain. 11And they said evil things against the God of heaven because of their
pain and their wounds; and they were not turned from their evil works. 12And the sixth
let whatwas in his vessel come out on the great river Euphrates; and it became dry, so that
the way might be made ready for the kings from the east. 13And I saw coming out of the
mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false
prophet, three unclean spirits, like frogs. 14For they are evil spirits, working signs; who go
out even to the kings of all the earth, to get them together to thewar of the great day of God,
the Ruler of all. 15 (See, I come as a thief. Happy is he who is watching and keeps his robes,
so that hemaynot gounclothed, andhis shamebe seen.) 16And they got them together into
the place which is named in Hebrew Armageddon. 17And the seventh let what was in his
vessel come out on the air; and there came out a great voice from the house of God, from
the high seat, saying, It is done. 18 And there were flames and voices and thunders; and
there was a great earth-shock so that never, from the time when men were on the earth,
had there been so great an earth-shock, so full of power. 19And the great townwas cut into
three parts, and the towns of the nations came to destruction: and Babylon the great came
intomindbeforeGod, to be given the cupof thewineof hiswrath. 20Andevery islandwent
in flight, and themountainswere seenno longer. 21And great drops of ice, every one about
the weight of a talent, came down out of heaven onmen: andmen said evil things against
God because of the punishment of the ice-drops; for it is very great.

17
1 And one of the seven angels who had the seven vessels came and said to me, Come

here, so that youmay see the judging of the evil womanwho is seated on the great waters;
2With whom the kings of the earth made themselves unclean, and those who are on the
earth were full of the wine of her evil desires. 3 And he took me away in the Spirit into
a waste land: and I saw a woman seated on a bright red beast, full of evil names, having
seven heads and ten horns, 4And the woman was clothed in purple and bright red, with
ornaments of gold and stones of great price and jewels; and in her handwas a gold cup full
of evil things and her unclean desires; 5And on her brow was a name, SECRET, BABYLON
THE GREAT, THEMOTHEROF THE EVILWOMENANDOF THE UNCLEAN THINGS OF THE
EARTH. 6And I saw the woman overcome as with the wine of the blood of the saints, and
the blood of those put to death because of Jesus. Andwhen I saw her, I was overcomewith
a great wonder. 7And the angel said to me, Why were you surprised? I will make clear to
you the secret of the woman, and of the beast on which she is seated, which has the seven
heads and the ten horns. 8The beast which you saw was, and is not; and is about to come
up out of the great deep, and to go into destruction. And thosewho are on the earth, whose
names have not been put in the book of life from the first, will be full of wonder when
they see the beast, that he was, and is not, and still will be. 9Here is the mind which has
wisdom. The sevenheads are sevenmountains, onwhich thewoman is seated: 10And they
are seven kings; the five have come to an end, the one is, the other has not come; andwhen
he comes, he will have to go on for a little time. 11And the beast which was, and is not, is
himself the eighth, and is of the seven; and he goes into destruction. 12And the ten horns
which you saw are ten kings, which still have been given no kingdom; but they are given
authority as kings,with thebeast, for onehour. 13Thesehave onemind, and they give their
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power and authority to the beast. 14These will make war against the Lamb, and the Lamb
will overcome them, because he is the Lord of lords and King of kings; and those who are
with him are named, marked out, and true. 15And he said to me, The waters which you
saw, where the evil woman is seated, are peoples, and armies, and nations and languages.
16 And the ten horns which you saw, and the beast, these will be turned against the evil
woman, andwill make her waste and uncovered, andwill take her flesh for food, andwill
have her burned with fire. 17Because God has put it in their hearts to do his purpose, and
to be of one mind, giving their kingdom to the beast, till the words of God have effect and
are complete. 18And thewomanwhomyou saw is the great town, which is ruling over the
kings of the earth.

18
1 After these things I saw another angel coming down out of heaven, having great

authority; and the earthwasbrightwithhis glory. 2Andhegave a loud cry, saying, Babylon
the great has comedown fromher high place, she has come to destruction andhas become
a place of evil spirits, and of every unclean spirit, and a hole for every unclean and hated
bird. 3 For through the wine of the wrath of her evil desires all the nations have come to
destruction; and the kings of the earthmade themselves uncleanwith her, and the traders
of the earth had their wealth increased by the power of her evil ways. 4And another voice
from heaven came to my ears, saying, Come out of her, my people, so that you may have
no part in her sins and in her punishments. 5 For her sins have gone up even to heaven,
and God has taken note of her evil-doing. 6 Give to her as she gave, even an increased
reward for her works; in the cup which was mixed by her, let there be mixed as much
again for herself. 7As she gave glory to herself, and became more evil in her ways, in the
same measure give her pain and weeping: for she says in her heart, I am seated here a
queen, and am no widow, and will in no way see sorrow. 8 For this reason in one day will
her troubles come, death and sorrow and need of food; and shewill be completely burned
with fire; for strong is the Lord God who is her judge. 9 And the kings of the earth, who
made themselves unclean with her, and in her company gave themselves up to evil, will
beweeping and crying overher,when they see the smokeof her burning, 10Watching from
far away, for fear of her punishment, saying, Sorrow, sorrow for Babylon, the great town,
the strong town! for in one hour you have been judged. 11And the traders of the earth are
weeping and crying over her, because noman has anymore desire for their goods, 12Gold,
and silver, and stones of great price, and jewels, anddelicate linen, and robes of purple and
silk and red; and perfumedwood, and every vessel of ivory, and every vessel made of fair
wood, and of brass, and iron, and stone; 13And sweet-smelling plants, and perfumes, and
wine, and oil, and well crushed grain, and cattle and sheep; and horses and carriages and
servants; and souls of men. 14And the fruit of your soul's desire has gone from you, and
all things delicate and shining have come to an end and will never again be seen. 15 The
traders in these things, by which their wealth was increased, will be watching far off for
fear of her punishment, weeping and crying; 16Saying, Sorrow, sorrow for the great town,
she who was clothed in delicate linen, and purple, and red; with ornaments of gold and
stones of great price and jewels! 17For in one hour such great wealth has come to nothing.
And every shipmaster, and all who are sailing on the sea, and sailors and all who get their
living by the sea,werewatching from far away, 18And crying outwhen they saw the smoke
of her burning, saying, What town is like the great town? 19 And they put dust on their
heads, and were sad, weeping and crying, and saying, Sorrow, sorrow for the great town,
inwhichwas increased thewealthof allwhohad their shipson the seabecauseofher great
stores! for in one hour she is made waste. 20Be glad over her, heaven, and you saints, and
Apostles, and prophets; because she has been judged by God on your account. 21 And a
strong angel took up a stone like the great stone with which grain is crushed, and sent it
into the sea, saying, So, with a great fall, will Babylon, the great town, come to destruction,
and will not be seen any more at all. 22And the voice of players and makers of music will
never again be sounding in you: and no worker, expert in art, will ever again be living in
you; and therewill beno soundof the crushing of grain anymore at all in you; 23Andnever
againwill the shining of lights be seen in you; and the voice of the newly-marriedman and
the bridewill never again be sounding in you: for your traderswere the lords of the earth,
and by your evil powerswere all the nations turned out of the right way. 24And in herwas
seen thebloodof prophets andof saints, andof allwhohavebeenput to deathon the earth.

19
1After these things there came tomy ears a sound like the voice of a great band of people
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in heaven, saying, Praise to the Lord; salvation and glory and power be to our God: 2 For
true and upright are his decisions; for by him has the evil woman been judged, whomade
the earth uncleanwith the sins of her body; andhehas givenher punishment for the blood
of his servants. 3And again they said, Praise to the Lord. And her smoke went up for ever
and ever. 4And the four and twenty rulers and the four beasts went down on their faces
and gave worship to God who was seated on the high seat, saying, Even so, praise to the
Lord. 5 And a voice came from the high seat, saying, Give praise to our God, all you his
servants, small and great, in whom is the fear of him. 6 And there came to my ears the
voice of a great army, like the sound of waters, and the sound of loud thunders, saying,
Praise to the Lord: for the Lord our God, Ruler of all, is King. 7Let us be glad with delight,
and let us give glory to him: because the time is come for the Lamb to be married, and
his wife has made herself ready. 8And to her it was given to be clothed in delicate linen,
clean and shining: for the clean linen is the righteousness of the saints. 9And he said to
me, Put in the book, Happy are the guests at the bride-feast of the Lamb. And he said to
me, These are the true words of God. 10And I went on my face before his feet to give him
worship. And he said to me, See you do it not: I am a brother-servant with you and with
your brothers who keep the witness of Jesus: give worship to God: for the witness of Jesus
is the spirit of the prophet's word. 11And the heaven was open; and I saw a white horse,
and he who was seated on it was named Certain and True; and he is judging and making
war in righteousness. 12And his eyes are a flame of fire, and crowns are on his head; and
he has a name inwriting, ofwhich nomanhas knowledge but himself. 13Andhe is clothed
in a robe washed with blood: and his name is The Word of God. 14And the armies which
are in heaven went after him on white horses, clothed in delicate linen, white and clean.
15And out of his mouth comes a sharp sword, with which he overcomes the nations: and
he has rule over them with a rod of iron: and he is crushing with his feet the grapes of
the strong wrath of God the Ruler of all. 16And on his robe and on his leg is a name, KING
OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. 17And I saw an angel taking his place in the sun; and he
was cryingwith a loud voice, saying to all the birds in flight in the heavens, Come together
to the great feast of God; 18 So that you may take for your food the flesh of kings, and of
captains, and of strong men, and of horses and of those who are seated on them, and the
flesh of all men, free and unfree, small and great. 19And I saw the beast, and the kings of
the earth, and their armies, come together to make war against him who was seated on
the horse and against his army. 20And the beast was taken, andwith him the false prophet
who did the signs before him, by which they were turned from the true way who had the
mark of the beast, and who gave worship to his image: these two were put living into the
sea of ever-burning fire. 21And the rest were put to death with the sword of himwhowas
on the horse, even the sword which came out of his mouth: and all the birds were made
full with their flesh.

20
1And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key of the great deep and

a great chain in his hand. 2And he took the dragon, the old snake, which is the Evil One
and Satan, and put chains on him for a thousand years, 3And put him into the great deep,
and it was shut and locked over him, so that he might put the nations in error no longer,
till the thousand years were ended: after this he will be let loose for a little time. 4And I
saw high seats, and they were seated on them, and the right of judging was given to them:
and I saw the souls of those who were put to death for the witness of Jesus, and for the
word of God, and those who did not give worship to the beast, or to his image, and had not
his mark on their brows or on their hands; and they were living and ruling with Christ a
thousand years. 5 The rest of the dead did not come to life again till the thousand years
were ended. This is the first coming back from the dead. 6Happy and holy is he who has
a part in this first coming: over these the second death has no authority, but they will be
priests of God and of Christ, and will be ruling with him a thousand years. 7 And when
the thousand years are ended, Satan will be let loose out of his prison, 8And will go out to
put in error the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog andMagog, to get
them together to thewar, the number of whom is like the sands of the sea. 9And theywent
up over the face of the earth, and made a circle about the tents of the saints, and the well
loved town: and fire came down out of heaven for their destruction. 10And the Evil One
who put them in error was sent down into the sea of ever-burning fire, where the beast
and the false prophet are, and their punishmentwill go on day andnight for ever and ever.
11And I saw a great white seat, and himwhowas seated on it, before whose face the earth
and theheavenwent inflight; and therewasnoplace for them. 12And I saw thedead, great
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and small, taking their places before the high seat; and the books were open, and another
book was open, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged by the things which
were in the books, even by their works. 13And the sea gave up the dead which were in it;
anddeath andHell gaveup thedeadwhichwere in them; and theywere judged everyman
by his works. 14And death and Hell were put into the sea of fire. This is the second death,
even the sea of fire. 15And if anyone's namewas not in the book of life, he went down into
the sea of fire.

21
1And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were

gone; and therewas nomore sea. 2And I saw the holy town, new Jerusalem, coming down
out of heaven from God, like a bride made beautiful for her husband. 3And there came to
my ears a great voice out of the high seat, saying, See, the Tent of God is with men, and he
will make his living-place with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be
with them, andbe their God. 4Andhewill put an end to all theirweeping; and therewill be
nomore death, or sorrow, or crying, or pain; for the first things have come to an end. 5And
he who is seated on the high seat said, See, I make all things new. And he said, Put it in the
book; for thesewords are certain and true. 6Andhe said tome, It is done. I am theFirst and
the Last, the start and the end. I will freely give of the fountain of the water of life to him
who is in need. 7Hewhoovercomeswill have these things for his heritage; and Iwill be his
God, and he will be my son. 8But those who are full of fear and without faith, the unclean
and takers of life, thosewhodo the sins of the flesh, and thosewhomakeuse of evil powers
or who give worship to images, and all those who are false, will have their part in the sea
of ever-burning fire which is the second death. 9And one of the seven angels who had the
seven vessels in whichwere the seven last punishments, came and said tome, Come here,
and see the bride, the Lamb's wife. 10 And he took me away in the Spirit to a great and
highmountain, and let me see the holy town Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from
God, 11Having the glory of God: and her lightwas like a stone of great price, a jasper stone,
clear as glass: 12 She had a wall great and high, with twelve doors, and at the doors twelve
angels; and names on them, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of
Israel. 13And on the east were three doors; and on the north three doors; and on the south
three doors; and on thewest three doors. 14And thewall of the townhad twelve bases, and
on them the twelve names of the twelve Apostles of the Lamb. 15And he who was talking
withmehad a goldmeasuring-rod to take themeasure of the town, and of its doors, and its
wall. 16And the town is square, as wide as it is long; and he took the measure of the town
with the rod, one thousand and five hundred miles: it is equally long and wide and high.
17Andhe took themeasureof itswall, onehundredand forty-four cubits, after themeasure
of aman, that is, of an angel. 18And the building of its wall was of jasper, and the townwas
clear gold, clear as glass. 19 The bases of the wall of the town had ornaments of all sorts
of beautiful stones. The first base was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, chalcedony;
the fourth, emerald; 20 The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the
eighth, beryl; the ninth, topaz; the tenth, chrysoprase; the eleventh, jacinth; the twelfth,
amethyst. 21And the twelve doors were twelve pearls; every door was made of one pearl;
and the street of the town was clear gold, as clear as glass. 22And I saw no Temple there;
because the LordGod, the Ruler of all, and the Lambare its Temple. 23And the townhas no
needof the sun, or of themoon, to give it light: for the glory ofGoddidmake it light, and the
light of it is the Lamb. 24And the nations will go in its light: and the kings of the earth will
take their glory into it. 25And the doors of it will never be shut by day (for there is no night
there): 26And the glory andhonour of the nationswill come into it: 27Andnothing unclean
may come into it, or anyonewhoseworks are cursed or false; but only thosewhose names
are in the Lamb's book of life.

22
1And I saw a river of water of life, clear as glass, coming out of the high seat of God and

of the Lamb, 2 In the middle of its street. And on this side of the river and on that was the
tree of life, having twelve sorts of fruits, giving its fruit everymonth; and the leaves of the
tree give life to the nations. 3And therewill be nomore curse: and the high seat of God and
of the Lamb will be there; and his servants will be worshipping him; 4And they will see
his face; and his name will be on their brows. 5And there will be no more night; and they
have no need of a light or of the shining of the sun; for the Lord God will give them light:
and theywill be ruling for ever and ever. 6And he said tome, Thesewords are certain and
true: and the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, sent his angel to make clear to
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his servants the things which are now to come about. 7 See, I come quickly. A blessing on
him who keeps the words of this book of the prophet. 8And I, John, am he who saw these
things and to whose ears they came. And when I had seen and given ear, I went down on
my face to give worship at the feet of the angel who made these things clear to me. 9And
he said to me, See you do it not; I am a brother-servant with you and with your brothers
the prophets, andwith thosewho keep thewords of this book: giveworship to God. 10And
he said to me, Let not the words of this prophet's book be kept secret, because the time is
near. 11Let the evil man go on in his evil: and let the unclean be still unclean: and let the
upright go on in his righteousness: and let the holy be holy still. 12See, I come quickly; and
my reward is withme, to give to everyman the outcome of his works. 13 I am the First and
the Last, the start and the end. 14A blessing on thosewhose robes are washed, so that they
may have a right to the tree of life, andmay go in by the doors into the town. 15Outside are
the dogs, and those who make use of evil powers, those who make themselves unclean,
and the takers of life, and those who give worship to images, and everyone whose delight
is in what is false. 16 I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give witness to you of these things in
the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, the bright andmorning star. 17And
the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let himwho gives ear, say, Come. And let himwho
is in need come; and let everyone desiring it take of the water of life freely. 18 For I say to
every man to whose ears have come the words of this prophet's book, If any man makes
an addition to them, Godwill put on him the punishmentswhich are in this book: 19And if
anyman takes away from the words of this book, God will take away from him his part in
the tree of life and the holy town, even the things which are in this book. 20He who gives
witness to these things says, Truly, I come quickly. Even so come, Lord Jesus. 21The grace
of the Lord Jesus be with the saints. So be it.
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