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Luke
The book of Luke tells us
what Jesus Christ did and

what he taught his disciples.

Luke tells us that God's
Spirit is very powerful. And

he tells us about Jesus teach-
ing his disciples to pray.
Luke also tells us about Je-
sus forgiving people and be-
ing kind to women and that
many women helped him.

Introduction
1My name is Luke, and to-

day I am writing this letter to
you, Theophilus. You know
that many people have al-
ready written a report about
the things Jesus did while

he was here with us. 2 But
they didn't see Jesus with

their own eyes. Many other
people saw Jesus from when

he started until he finished
the work God gave him to

do. And they told those peo-
ple so that they could write
down what they had heard,
and they told us too about
everything they had seen.

3 So, Master, I have learnt
the things Jesus did from

when he started until he
went back to his Father. I
learnt very carefully so I

wouldn't forget. Then I de-
cided to write things down
too so that I can send my
own report to you. I want
to tell you everything from
the beginning to the end, 4so
that you don't miss anything
and you can easily under-
stand what happened. And
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also I want to tell you so you

will know that what other
people have already taught

you is true.

About Gabriel speaking to
Zechariah

5 Years ago, while Herod
was king of Judea, there
were many priests. They
were all in groups named
after the priests of long ago.
Some were from Abijah's
family, and there was one

man called Zechariah who
belonged to that group. His

wife was Elizabeth, and her
father was also a priest.

6 Zechariah and Elizabeth
were both good people.

They obeyed all the laws of
the Lord God, and God could
see that they were good.
They went on obeying God
all the time. 7 And now they
were both old. They had
no children. They wanted
them, but Elizabeth couldn't
have any.

8-9 One day Zechariah was
working in the temple. All
the priests worked there but
they took turns. First some

of them worked and then
others, and now the men
from Abijah's family took

their turn to work there.
They had different kinds of

work to do. Every day one of
them burnt something like
gum so that sweet-smelling

smoke would rise from it
as it burnt. He did this
because long ago God had

told the priests to do it for
him. When they chose the
man for that job, first of all
they wrote all their names
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down on paper in any or-
der. Then they took turns
according to the list. And

now it was Zechariah's turn
and he burnt the gum in the

building that only the priests
went into and no one else.

10 While Zechariah was
burning the gum he was

alone inside the building.
The people who had come
to the temple stood outside
praying to God. 11 And while
he was there alone, an angel

of the Lord God came and
appeared to him. Zechariah

saw the angel standing on
the right-hand side of the al-
tar on which he was burning
the gum. 12 He got a fright
and was very afraid.

13 The angel said to him,
“Don't be afraid, Zechariah.
You have prayed to God and
he has heard you. Later
on your wife will have a
son and you will call him
John. 14 And you will be
very happy because God has
given you a son. Many other
people will also be happy
when he is born.”

15 Then he said, “Your son
will be very important. The
Lord God will say, ‘He is a
great man.” When he grows
up he mustn't drink wine or
strong drink that makes peo-
ple drunk. The Holy Spirit

will fill him and control him.
It will control him when he
is born and it will stay with

him all the time.
16 “He will teach people

about the Lord their God.
And when they hear him

many of the people of Israel
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will stop doing wrong and do
what is right. They will obey
the Lord their God, just as
their ancestors did long ago.

17 “Yes,” the angel said
to Zechariah, “your son
will go ahead of the Lord
and he will be very strong.
God's Spirit that made Elijah
strong long ago will make
your son strong too. And
when they hear him, fathers

will love and care for their
children again. And people

who haven't obeyed God will
change and start thinking
straight.  Then they will
obey God in the same way
as other people who think
straight obey him. Many
people will be waiting to see

what the Lord God will do.
And they will listen to him

because they listened first to
your son.”

18 Zechariah asked the an-
gel, “How will I know this is

true? I am an old man now
and my wife is old too. How

can this happen to us?”

19 The angel answered, “I

am Gabriel. I am God's
helper and I stand near him

all the time. He has sent
me to you to tell you this

good news. 20 But because
you haven't believed me you
won't be able to speak until
your son is born. You don't
believe me, but what I am
telling you today will hap-
pen. Your wife really will
have a son.”

21 While Zechariah was
still inside the building the
people were waiting for him
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outside. They kept on wait-
ing and waiting and said to
themselves, “What is stop-
ping him from coming out?
He has been_inside for a
long time.” 22 Then at last
Zechariah came out, but he
couldn't speak. He just

moved his_hands and_ the
people said to themselves,

“Maybe he has seen God in
a vision.”

23 After a_while the old
man finished his work in the
temple and he left Jerusalem
and went home and stayed

there.

24 Five months went by
and his wife Elizabeth kept
away from people and hid
herself in the house. Then
she knew that she was preg-
nant, 25 and she said, “The
Lord God has been kind to
me, because I used to be
ashamed of having no chil-

dren. But I am not ashamed
any more.”

About Gabriel speaking to
Mary

26 After another month the
same angel called Gabriel
went to Nazareth, a town
in Galilee. 27 God sent
him to a young girl called

Mary. She was promised
to a man called Joseph, but
they hadn't been married
yet. Joseph was a descen-
dant of King David.

28 Gabriel said to Mary,
“The Lord God is very
pleased with you. He is with
you.”

29 Mary was upset by his
words and she said to her-
self, “What does it mean?

Why has he told me that?”
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30 Gabriel said to her,
“Don't be afraid, because
God is pleased with you.
31 You will become pregnant
and have a son and you will
call him Jesus. 32 When he
grows up he will be a great
king. And people will say,
‘He is the Son of God, the
one who is the greatest God.’

The Lord God will make him
a king and he will rule just

as his ancestor King David
ruled long ago. 33 He will
rule over the descendants of
Jacob forever.”

34 Mary said, “I have never
slept with a man, so how can
I have a son?”

35 Gabriel answered,
“God's powerful Spirit will
come and touch you and
then you will be carrying
a baby. Because of that,
people will say, ‘This holy
child is the Son of God.

36 “Look, your relative
Elizabeth is also having a
baby, even though she is
an old woman. She hasn't
been able to have children
all these years, but now she
has been pregnant for six
months. 37 When God de-
cides to do something he will
do it.”

38 Mary said to him, “I
have heard your message,
and I am a servant of the
Lord God, so I won't refuse.”
Then the angel left her.

About Mary visiting Eliza-
beth

3940 Mary wanted to go
straight away to visit Eliza-

beth. So she left Nazareth
and travelled south. She
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went up to the hill coun-
try of Judea and kept on
going up until she found
the place where Zechariah

lived. ~When she arrived
at his house she went in
and she and Elizabeth talked
together inside the house.

Mary said to Elizabeth, “Are
you well? May God be with
you.”

41 When Elizabeth heard
Mary's words, her baby

moved inside her. And at
the same time the Holy Spirit

filled her and controlled her.
42 Then she spoke in a

loud voice because she was
so happy, and said to Mary,

“God is pleased with you and
he has chosen you. So now
you are the most important

woman of all. And God will
be pleased with the child too.

43 You are the mother of my
Lord, but you have come
here to me today.

44 “When I heard you, my
child jumped for joy inside
me. 45 Good things will
happen to you because you

knew God's word was true
and you trust him, because

everything the Lord God has
told you will surely happen.”

About the song that God
gave Mary
46 Then Mary said,
“I am praising the Lord God

all the time. )
47 He is the one who is
saving me and I am

rejoicing.
48 Even though I am so
unimportant, he has

looked after me.
I am only his servant.

4
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From today everyone will
say, ‘The Lord God has

blessed her’
49 They will say that

about me because God
is very powerful and

he has done great
things for me.

He is mighty and his
name is holy.

50 God has had pity on our
people from long ago
until today.

And he will have pity on

our children and on
their children too.
He will have pity on all
of us who obey him.
51 But_he has stretched out
his strong arm
and chased away those
who were proud and
only thought about
themselves.
52 He has got rid of proud
kings,
and made ordinary peo-
ple rulers.
53 God has given food to hun-
gry people,
and sent rich people
away with empty
hands.
54 Long ago God told our an-

cestors that he would
help them, and that

he would look after us
today.

He hasn't forgotten his
promise,

and he has_come here
today to help us his

people.

He remembered his
promise of long ago
and had pity on
Abraham.

55
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And today he has pity on
us too,
and he will have pity on

our children and on
our descendants.
God will go on doing
that forever.”
56 Mary stayed with Eliza-
beth for three months, and

then she went back home to
Nazareth.

About John the Baptist be-
ing born

57 The day came for Eliza-
beth to have her baby, and
she gave birth to a son. She
was very happy. 58 Her fam-
ily, her relatives and others
who lived near her, heard
about her. They knew that
the Lord God had been kind
to her, and they too were
happy.

59 When the baby was
eight days old they circum-
cised him. Some people

there wanted to call him
Zechariah, the same name as
his father. 60 But his mother
didn't want them to. “No,”
she said. “His name is John.”

61 But they said, “You
haven't any relatives called
John.” 62 They looked at
Zechariah, making signs
with their hands, wanting
him to say the name.

63 Zechariah made signs to
ask for writing things. They
gave them to him and he
wrote, “His name is John.”

“Oh!” they all said.
64  Straight away, as
Zechariah was writing the
name, he was able to speak
and he praised God.
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65 The people there were
very frightened, and others

who lived near Zechariah's
place were afraid too. And

they told other people all

around there the news about
what had happened until ev-

eryone in the hill country of
Judea had heard the story.
66 They didn't forget, they
kept thinking about it. They
said, “When this child grows
up, what sort of person will
he be?” They knew that the
Lord God was really looking
after the child.

About the message that
God gave to Zechariah
67 God's Holy Spirit filled
and controlled John's father
Zechariah, and he spoke
God's message.
68 “Let us praise the Lord, the
God of the people of
Israel,

because he has come
among us Now.

He has helped us his
people and set us free.
69 He has given us a powerful
King,
a descendant of David,
and he will save us.
70 Long, long ago God gave
his people a promise,
and his prophets kept it
for us.
71 God told our ancestors
that he would save us,
and set us free from
those who hate us and
keep making trouble
for us.
72 God told our ancestors
that he would have
pity on them and also

on us today.
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And he told them that he
would always remem-

ber his covenant.
73 God spoke strong words
to our ancestor Abra-

am.

74 He told him that he
would set us free from
those who hate us,

so that we wouldn't be
afraid, but work for
God,

75 and so that we would
be his people,

walking straight in his
way all the time.”

76 Then Zechariah spoke to
the little child John.

“People will call you God's
prophet,
because you will tell
them God's message.
He is the greatest God.

And when you grow up you
will go ahead,
so that you can make the
Lord's road ready for
him.
77 You will tell people that
God will save them
because he will forgive
their sins.
78-79 Today we are in the dark
and afraid of death.
But our God is very kind and
he has pity on us.
Just like when the dawn
comes, God will light
up the world.

And he will send here
the one he promised

to send, the one who
will be the light of the

world for us and who
will save us.

At that time it will be just
like daylight.
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When we walk in the
daytime we can see

the road to walk on.
And the Lord will teach
us to go on God's good

road.
He will teach us so that
we can be happy and

live in peace.”
80 The child John grew up

and learnt about God and
obeyed him. He lived in the

desert. And then at last he
came out and showed him-
self to the people of Israel.

And his people saw him.

2

About Jesus being born

1 At that time in another
place called Rome there

was an important ruler
called Augustus. He was
very powerful and he

controlled many different

countries _and ruled over
many different people.

Augustus decided to count
the names of the people in

all those countries. 2 So_the
rulers who were under him
counted them all. One of
them was called Quirinius

and he governed in Syria.
3 All the people went to their
own towns to write down
their names.

45 So Joseph left the
town of Nazareth in Galilee
and went to his own town
with his promised wife

Mary, who was pregnant.
They went to the town of
Bethlehem in Judea. It was
Joseph's town because his
ancestors belonged there
and long ago King David
belonged to the same line
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as Joseph. So Joseph and
Mary went from Galilee to
Bethlehem to write their
names down there.

67 They went a long way,
and when they arrived in
Bethlehem Mary was ready
to have her baby, but there

was nowhere for them to
stay in any of the houses.

So they stayed in a little
building where they kept the
animals. And Mary gave
birth to her first son, and she
wrapped him in some cloth
and put him in the box used
for the animals' food.

About the angel of the
Lord God telling good news
to the shepherds

8 At that time, in a place
near Bethlehem, there were
some men looking after their
sheep. They stayed with
them, taking care of them
during the night. 9 And
the Lord God sent an angel
down from heaven, who ap-
peared to them. God made
the whole place shine with
light, and the men were very
frightened.

10 The angel said to them,
“Don't be afraid, but listen to
this news I am telling you,

because I have come here to
bring you good news. When

you hear it and when others
hear it too, you will all be full
of joy.

11 “This very day in David's
town a little boy has been
born. Long ago God told
your ancestors that he
would send you his Messiah,
and now the Messiah has
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been born. He is the Lord
and he will save you all.

12 «You will find the baby
wrapped in cloth and lying
in a box, in a little building
where they keep the ani-
mals. When you find him,
you will know that this mes-
sage is true.”

13 Then the men saw many
angels. They suddenly ap-
peared in the sky and they
all sang together, praising
God 4 and saying:

“Let us praise God who lives
in heaven.

He is pleased with people
who obey him.

So may they go in

peace.”

15 Then they all went away,

going back to heaven.

The men said to each
other, “Let us go to Beth-
lehem to see the baby the
Lord God has told us about.”
16 And they hurried off.

They went to Bethlehem
and found Joseph and Mary,
and saw the baby lying
in the box in the place
where they kept the ani-
mals. 17 They told them
what the angel had said
about the baby. 18 Then
they told other people as
well, and when they heard it
they were all very surprised.
19 And Mary remembered all
these things and kept think-
ing about them.

20 Then the men went
back to their sheep, praising
God for the wonderful things
they had seen and heard.
They had found everything
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just as the angels had told
them.

About Jesus' name

21 After eight days they
circumcised the baby and
called him Jesus. It was the
same name the angel had

called him before his mother
became pregnant.

About the baby Jesus be-
ing taken to the temple

22-24 Joseph and Mary and
the baby Jesus stayed in

Bethlehem for one month.
Then Joseph and Mary went

to Jerusalem, taking the
baby with them. When they
arrived, they went to the
temple to give their baby to
the Lord God, following the
law that Moses had given to
the people of Israel. First

God told Moses and then
Moses told the people God's

laws. The Lord God said,

“All your firstborn baby boys
belong to me.”

He also said,

“When a woman gives birth
to a child she must

take two doves, or if

she hasn't any doves,
then she must take
two pigeons, and go
to the temple and give
them to the priest.
She must say to him,

‘These two birds are
for God.’ _ Then the
priest will kill them.”

So Mary did that in the tem-
ple so she would be cleared

from the law. ]
25 In Jerusalem there lived

an old man called Simeon.
He was a very good man

who always listened to God's

8
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word. He had been wait-
ing for the Messiah, because
the Messiah would set Israel
free. God's Holy Spirit was
with the old man, 26 and
had said to him before, “You
won't die until you have
seen the one the Lord God
will send here called the
Messiah.”

27 Now the Spirit said to
him, “Go to the temple now.”

And so the old man went.
While he was in the tem-
ple, Joseph and Mary arrived

and Simeon met them there.
28 The old man took the baby

and held him in front of him.

And he praised God and said,

29 “Lord, I have done your

work now, and it is
finished.

So let me go and rest in

peace, because your
word is true.
30 Let me go because now

I have seen the one
you sent to save your
people.

I have seen him with my
own eyes.

31 You sent him so that
all people everywhere
could see him.

32 He will be like a light. He
will show the people
who don't belong to

Israel what God wants
them to do. .
When they see that light

then they will praise

your people of Israel.”

33 Mary and Joseph were
very surprised at the words

the old man said about
the child. 34 Then Simeon
prayed to God and asked him

to bless Joseph and Mary
and Jesus.
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And Simeon said to Jesus'
mother, “God has chosen
this baby and sent him into

the world so that some of us
Israelite people will die but

some will be saved. When
he grows up he will teach

people what God is like. But
many people will reject him.
35 At that time those peo-
ple who reject God will no
longer hide what is in their
minds. But you will be very
sad, just as though a sharp
knife was pushed through
your chest.”

36-37 An old woman called
Anna lived in the temple.

She was always telling peo-
ple God's word. Her father

was Phanuel from the fam-
ily of Asher. She was now

84 years old. A long time
ago she and her husband
had lived together for seven
years, but her husband had
died, so she had been a
widow for a long time.

The old woman never left
the temple. Day and night

she praised the Lord God.

Sometimes she ate food but
sometimes she went without
food and just prayed.

38 While Joseph and Mary
and Jesus were still in the
temple, the old woman
came to where they were.
When she saw the baby, she
praised God for the birth of

the child. From then on she
talked about him. She kept

on speaking about him to all
the people who were waiting
until God set the people of
Jerusalem free.
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About Joseph, Mary and
Jesus going back to Nazareth
39 Joseph and Mary fin-
ished everything they had
to do in the temple to obey
God's law. Then they re-

turned to their town of
Nazareth in Galilee. 40 The
child Jesus grew and became

strong and wise and God
was pleased with him and
stayed with him all the time.

About the boy Jesus going
to the temple

41 Many Israelite people
used to go to Jerusalem ev-
ery year at the end of the
cold season. They went for
the Passover ceremony, and
Joseph and Mary used to go
too. 42 Jesus was twelve
years old now, and Joseph
and Mary took him with
them to Jerusalem for the
ceremony. They went with
many other Jewish people.

43 When the Passover cer-
emony had finished, Joseph

and Mary left Jerusalem
to go home to Nazareth.
Many of their relatives went
with them, but Jesus stayed
in Jerusalem. His par-

ents didn't know that he
had stayed there. 44 They

thought he was with some of
the other people.

They kept on going
through the day and then
they looked for him, but
Jesus wasn't with the others.
They asked everyone if they
had seen Jesus, 45 but they
said they hadn't seen him.

Then Joseph and Mary
searched and searched,
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but they didn't find him.
They slept until morning,
and then they returned
to Jerusalem. When they

arrived there it became dark
and they slept until morning.

Then they began searching
in Jerusalem, on the roads
and in the buildings. 46 And
then they went back to the
temple, and they found him
there.

Jesus was sitting with the
teachers of Moses' law. They
were talking together, and
Jesus was listening to them
and asking them questions.
47 They also asked Jesus
questions. When they heard
his answers all the people
there were very surprised

because he was so wise and
he gave them such good an-
SWers.

48 Joseph and Mary were
very surprised when they
saw Jesus sitting with the
teachers. His mother said
to him, “Son, why didn't you
come with us? Your father
and I have been very wor-
ried about you. We have
been searching everywhere
for you.”

49 Jesus answered, “Why
did you go looking every-
where else? You should have
come here first. Didn't you
know I would be busy here
in my Father's house?” 50 But
they didn't understand what
Jesus was saying.

51 So Jesus got up and left
Jerusalem and went home
to Nazareth with Joseph and
Mary and he always obeyed
them.

10
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Mary kept on thinking
about all the things she had
seen and heard and kept
them in her mind.

52Jesus grew up and he be-
came wise. God was pleased
with him and people were
pleased with him too.

3

About John the Baptist
preaching to people

1 At that time there was
another important ruler in
Rome called Tiberius, who
ruled over very many peo-
ple in different countries.
He had been ruling for fif-
teen years. A man called

Pontius Pilate ruled over all
the people of Judea. And

another man called Herod
ruled over all the people of

Galilee. Herod's younger
brother Philip ruled over

two countries called Iturea
and Trachonitis that were
near Galilee. And there was
another man called Lysanias

who ruled in _another coun-
try called Abilene. 2 At the

same time as they were rul-
ing in those places, there
were two high priests in
Jerusalem called Annas and
Caiaphas.

At that time Zechariah's
son John, the one I have told
you about, was living in the
desert. He stayed there all
the time until God spoke to
him and said, “Tell your peo-
ple to obey me.” 3When John
heard that, he went down to
the Jordan River and went
through all the country near



Luke 3:4 11

the river teaching God's mes-
sage to the people.

He said to them, “Stop
doing the wrong things you
have been doing and obey
God. Then I will baptize you
so that people will know that
you are obeying God now.
And God will forgive your
sins.”

4 Long ago there was a
man called Isaiah who was
a prophet. He said,
“Someone is calling out in

the desert, and these
are his words:
‘Get the road ready for the

Lord.
Make a straight path for
him to walk on.
5 Fill up the valleys

and make the hills flat.
Make the crooked roads
straight,

and make the rough
paths smooth.

6 Everyone will know that
God will save his peo-
ple!’ »

Isaiah spoke those words

long ago and they were writ-

ten in God's book. And John
is the person those words
were telling us about.

7 Crowds of people went
to John because they wanted
him to baptize them in the
river. But he said to them,
“You wicked people! You

are like snakes! You won't
escape when God punishes

you!

8 “If you really want God
to save you, then you should
get yourselves straight to-
day. Do good, just like a good
tree that has good fruit, so
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that people will know you
have stopped doing wrong.
And don't think, ‘We are
all right because Abraham
is our ancestor” but listen
to what I am telling you
today. If God wants to,
he can change these stones
lying here on the ground.
From these very stones he

can make children for Abra-
ham.

9 “Listen! God will decide
about you all, whether you
people are good or bad. God
is working like a man who
chops trees down with an
axe. He chops down all the
trees that haven't had any
good fruit. He cuts them

underneath at the roots and
throws them into the fire
and burns them. God will
work like that, and he is
ready to work now.”

10 They all said, “Help!
Then what can we do?”
11 John answered, “I will

tell you. If one of you has
two coats to wear, you must

give one of them to someone
who hasn't any. And if one
of you has food to eat, you

must share it with someone
who has no food.”

12 There were some peo-
ple who worked for the Ro-
man rulers taking tax money
from other people to give to
the Romans. They also came
to John to be baptized and
they said to him, “Teacher,
what should we do?”

13 John said, “When you
take tax money, take what
you have been told, and no
more.”
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14 Some soldiers asked,

“What about us? What
should we do?”

John said to them, “You
make people afraid, beating
them so they will give you
their money. And you blame
good people, when they
have done nothing wrong.
That is bad, so stop doing it.
And even if you only get a
little bit of money for your
work, don't grumble about
it.”

15 At that time many peo-
ple were wondering about
John. They thought, “Maybe
John is the Messiah, the one
God promised to send to us.
Maybe he is, maybe not.”

16 So John said to them,
“I am baptizing you today

with water and that is all
But someone is coming later

who is much greater than I
am. When I think of him,
I know that I am not very
important. I am not good
enough to work for him or

even to untie his shoes. And
when he comes here he will
baptize you with God's Holy

Spirit and with fire. 17 He
is ready to decide whether
you are good or bad, and to
separate you, just like some-
one who separates the wheat
seeds from the bits of grass.
He gathers the wheat in his

storehouse and he burns the
grass in the fire. It will be

like that when the man I
have been telling you about

comes here. But his fire will
never go out. It will burn

forever.”
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18 John spoke many differ-
ent things to all the people

who came to him. He told
them the good news about

God, and he persuaded them
to stop doing wrong and
obey God.

19 He also spoke strong

words to Herod. Herod was
the ruler of Galilee I have
told you about. John blamed

him because he had mar-
ried his younger brother's

wife, Herodias, before her
husband Philip had died. He
had done many other evil
things. Because of that John
kept saying to Herod, “You
are very wicked.” 20 Then
Herod did something even

worse. He told his soldiers to
put John in prison. And they

took him and locked him up.
About John baptizing Je-

us

21 Before John was put in
prison, Jesus went to him,
and John baptized Jesus af-
ter everyone else.  After
John had baptized him, Jesus
prayed. While he was pray-
ing God opened the heavens
22 and sent his Holy Spirit to
him. The Holy Spirit came

down from above like a dove
and rested on him.
Then a voice spoke from

heaven, saying, “You are my
Son, the one I love, and I am
pleased with you.”

About the ancestors of Je-
sus
23 When Jesus began his

work he was thirty years old.
When people talked about
him, they said, “Jesus' father
is Joseph.” But Joseph only
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brought him up. Joseph's
father was called Heli.

24 And Heli's father was
Matthat.

And Matthat's father was
Levi.

And Levi's father was
Melchi.

And Melchi's father was Jan-

nai.

And Jannai's father was
Joseph.

25 And Joseph's father was

Mattathias.
And Mattathias' father was

Amos.

And Amos' father was
Nahum.

And Nahum's father was

sli.
And Esli's father was Naggai.
26 And Naggai's father was

Maath.
And Maath's father was Mat-

tathias.

And Mattathias' father was
Semein.

And Semein's father was
Josech.

And Josech's father was
Joda.

27 And Joda's father was
Joanan.

And Joanan's father was
Rhesa.

And Rhesa's father was
Zerubbabel.

And Zerubbabel's father was
Shealtiel.

And Shealtiel's father was
Neri.

28 And Neri's father was
Melchi.

And Melchi's father was
Addi.

And Addi's father was

Cosam.

And Cosam's father was El-
madam.

And Elmadam's father was

Er.
29 And Er's
Joshua.

father was
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And Joshua's father was
Eliezer.

And Eliezer's father was
Jorim.

And Jorim's father was
Matthat.

And Matthats father was

30 And Lev1s father was

Simeon.
And Simeon's father was Ju-
dah.
And Judah's
Joseph.
And Joseph's father was

Jonam.
And Jonam's father was Eli-

father was

akim.
31 And Eliakim's father was
Melea.
And Melea's
Menna.
And Menna's father
Mattatha.
And Mattatha's father

Nathan.
And Nathans father

vid.
32 And Dav1d s father
Jesse.
And Jesse's father was Obed.

And Obed's father was Boaz.
And Boaz' father was Sala.

father was
was
was
was

was

And Sala's father was
Nahshon.

33 And Nahshon's father was
Amminadab.

And Amminadab's father
was Admin.

And Admin's father was
Arni.

And Arni's father was
Hezron.

And Hezron's father was
Perez.

And Perez's father was Ju-

dah.

34 And Judah's father was
Jacob.

And Jacob's father was Isaac.

And Isaac's father was Abra-
ham.
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And Abraham's father was
Terah.
And Terah's father was Na-

or.
35 And Nahor's father was
Serug.

And Serug's father was Reu.

And Reu's father was Peleg.

And Peleg's father was Eber.

And Eber's father was She-
ah.

36 And Shelah's father was
Cainan.

And Cainan's father was
Arphaxad.

And Arphaxad's father was
Shem.

And Shem's father was
oah.

And Noah's father was

amech.
37 And Lamech's father was

Methuselah.

And Methuselah's father was
Enoch.

And Enoch's father was
Jared.

And Jared's father was Ma-
halaleel.

And Mahalaleel's father was

Kenan.
38 And Kenan's father was
Enosh.
And Enosh's father was Seth.
And Seth's father was Adam.
And Adam's father was God.

4

About Satan tempting Je-
sus
1 Jesus left the Jordan

River filled with the Holy
Spirit. As he went along, the
Spirit controlled him and led

him into the desert. 2 And
Satan came to Jesus and

tempted him. For forty days
he kept on and on tempting
Jesus while he was there by
himself. After that Jesus
was very hungry because he
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hadn't eaten any food in the
desert.

3 Then Satan said to him,
“You are God's Son, aren't
you? Then change this stone
into damper.”

4Jesus answered, “In God's

book these words are writ-
ten,

‘Just food won't keep people
alive.””
5 Then Satan took Jesus

up on to a hill and quickly

showed him all the countries
where people were living.

He showed Jesus everything
from the east right over to
the west. 6 Then he said, “I
will give you all the wonder-
ful things in all those coun-
tries, and I will make you
rule over them all. Every-
thing you can see belongs to
me. I am the ruler, so if I
want to I can give it to you
or to anyone else. 7 If you
worship me, then everything
will be yours.”

8 Jesus answered, “Long
ago Moses told God's people,
‘Worship the Lord your God,

and work for him and
no one else.””
9 Then Satan took Jesus to

the temple. The temple area
was surrounded by a stone
wall, and Satan took Jesus
up on to the top. Then they
looked down to the ground,
and Satan said to Jesus, “You
are God's Son, aren't you?
Throw yourself down to the
ground. 19In God's book it is
written,
‘God will tell his angels
and they will look af-
ter you. 11 They
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will lift you up with
their hands so that the
stones don't hurt your
feet’”

12 Jesus answered Satan,
“In God's book it is also writ-
ten,

Do not try God out to get him
to do what you want
him to do.”

13 Satan kept on tempting
Jesus, but at last he stopped,

and left him for a while until
another time.

About Jesus starting his
work
14 Then Jesus left the

desert and went back to
the country of Galilee. He

went on until he arrived

in Galilee. And the Holy
Spirit made him strong and
controlled him.  And all

the people of Galilee talked

about him. 15 When_he
went from place to place

Jesus taught the people God's
word. He taught in the
buildings called synagogues.
And all the people praised
him.

About the people of
Nazareth rejecting Jesus

16 Then Jesus went to
Nazareth, the town where
he had grown up. And on
the day called the Sabbath
he went to the synagogue as
he always did. And while ev-
eryone was sitting down, Je-
sus stood up and went to the

front to read God's word to
the people. 17 A servant gave

Jesus the paper scroll with

Isaiah's words written in it.
Isaiah was a prophet who
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lived long ago. Jesus un-

rolled the paper and looked

for the place he wanted.

When he found it, he read

these words to the people:

18 “The Spirit of the Lord God
is with me today.

The Spirit is controlling
me, because God has
chosen me.

He has chosen me to bring
his good news to the
poor.

He has sent me to tell people
who are in prison that
he will bring them
out,

and to tell the blind that
they will see again.

And he has sent me to
set people free when

other people make
trouble for them,

19 and to tell people that
the Lord God will save
his people today.”

20 Jesus finished reading
and rolled up the paper
scroll and gave it back to
the servant who had given

it to him and sat down to
speak. All the people were

looking at him. 21 Jesus said
to them, “Today the words
I have been reading from

God's book have all come
true as you have been listen-

ing to them.”

22 All the people who
heard Jesus began talking
about him. “He speaks very
well,” they said, “but isn't he
Joseph's son?”

23 Jesus said, “I know what
you will say to me. You will
use these old words, ‘You
know how to heal people, so
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heal yourself’ And you will

also tell me to do the same
things here in my own town

as I did in Capernaum, be-
cause you have heard what
I have been doing there.
24 But I tell you this, when a
prophet speaks God's words
to his own people in his own
town, they will not listen to
him.

25 “Listen to me and think
about Elijah. He lived long
ago in Israel. At that time

there was no rain in _his
country. For three and a half

years there was no rain. So

there was no food and the
people there were starving.

Many widows lived there.
26 But God didn't send Elijah
to any of the widows in his
own country. He sent him
to another country called

Sidon. So he went there and
helped a widow in a town

called Zarephath.

27 “Now think about an-
other prophet, Elisha, who
also lived long ago in Israel.
At that time many people in
his country had bad sores all
over them. Elisha didn't heal
them, but he healed Naa-
man, who was from a dif-
ferent country called Syria.
So just think about those two
prophets.”

28 When the people in
the synagogue heard this,
they were filled with anger.
29 They got up and grabbed
Jesus and put him out of
the synagogue. They took
him away from the houses

to throw him down from the
top of the hill. 30 But Jesus
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walked through the middle
of the crowd and left them.

About a man with an evil
spirit

31 Then Jesus went to a
town called Capernaum, in

Galilee.  On the Sabbath
day he went to the syna-

gogue and taught the people
God's word. 32 When they
heard Jesus they were all
very surprised, because he
spoke strong words, like the
words of rulers.

33 In Capernaum there

lived a man who had an evil
spirit. He also went to the

synagogue, and he screamed
out in a loud voice, 3¢ “Hey!
Leave me alone! Why have
you come to us, Jesus of

Nazareth? You have come
here to kill us, haven't you! I

know who you are. You are
the one God has sent here!”

35 “Be quiet!” said Jesus.
“Come out of the man at
once!” And the spirit threw

the man down among the
people without hurting him
and came out of him.

36 All the people in the syn-
agogue were very surprised.

“What kind of words are
these?” they said to each

other.  “This man speaks
strong words, doesn't he? He
rules over the spirits like a
great ruler, and they come
out.”

37 The people went home

and talked to each other
about Jesus and told other

people about him, until
many people in the different
places near Capernaum had
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heard what Jesus had done
and talked about him too.

About Jesus healing many
people

38 Jesus also left the syna-

gogue and went to the home

of a man called Simon. He
went_into the house and
found that a woman there
was very sick. She was

Simon's mother-in-law. She
was lying down and she was

hot all over Her family
told Jesus about her sick-

ness so that he could heal
her. 39 Jesus went over to

where she was lying and
stood near her and spoke
some strong words. “Leave

her at once!” he said to the
sickness.  And she became
cool straight away and she

got up and cooked food for
them.

40 Then the sun went
down, and many people

came to Jesus bringing their
sick friends with them. They

had all kinds of sicknesses.
Jesus stretched out his hand

and touched them one by
one and healed them all.

41 Many of the people had
evil spirits, but the spirits
came out of them and left
them, screaming, “You are
the Son of God!” And Jesus
spoke strong words to the
evil spirits and made them
be quiet, because they knew
that he was the Messiah, the

one God had sent into the
world.

About Jesus speaking in
the synagogue

42 At daybreak the next
day Jesus left Capernaum
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and went away by himself.
But the people started look-
ing for him, and when they
found him they wanted him
to stay with them.

43 But Jesus said to them,
“I must go to other places
to tell people the good news

there too. I must tell them
about God ruling over peo-

ple, because God has sent
me here to tell people every-
where about him ruling.”

44 So Jesus left them and
went around from place to
place. He went to the syn-
agogues and preached God's
word to the people.

5

About Jesus choosing his
first disciples

1 One day Jesus was stand-
ing on the shore of Lake
Gennesaret. It is a big fresh-
water lake with two names,

Gennesaret and Galilee. The
people came there to Jesus

to hear God's word, and
there were so many people
that they were pushing each
other.

2 Jesus saw two boats
pulled up on the beach. The

owners of the boats had
left them and were washing

their nets. 3Jesus got into the
boat that belonged to Simon
and said to him, “Push the
boat a little way out into the
deep.” So Simon pushed the
boat and it floated a little
way out from the shore.
Then Jesus sat down in the
boat and spoke to all the peo-
ple on the shore and taught
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them God's word. 4 When
he finished speaking, he said

to Simon, “Push the boat out
further into the deep water
so that you and your men
can let down the nets and
catch some fish.”

5 Simon answered, “Mas-
ter, we tried all night but we
didn't catch any. But if you
want me to, I will let down
the nets.” 6 So they let down
the nets.

There were so many fish
coming into the nets that
they were beginning to
break. 7 Then they made
signs with their hands to
the men in the other boat,

because the men in the
two boats were partners.

Simon and the men with him
wanted them to help pull

in the fish they had caught.

So the others rowed over to
them and helped them pull

in the nets.

Both boats were so full of
fish that they nearly tipped

over and sank. 8 When Si-
mon Peter saw all the fish
and that the boats were
about to sink, he knelt down
in front of Jesus and said,
“Go away from me, Lord! I
am a sinful man,” 9 because
he was very surprised to see
so many fish.

The other men in his boat
were also surprised at catch-
ing so many. 10 James and
John who were in the other
boat were very surprised
too. They were the sons
of Zebedee and they were
Simon Peter's partners.

Jesus said to Simon, “Don't
be afraid. From now on you
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will be bringing people to
me, just as you are bring-
ing fish to the shore today.”
11 Then they pulled the two
boats up on the beach and

left them there with their
other things and followed

Jesus.

About Jesus healing a man

covered with sores _
12 One day Jesus was in

a town where there was a
man who was covered with
bad sores. He was very sick.

When he saw Jesus he threw
himself down on the ground
because he really wanted Je-

sus to heal him. He said to
Jesus, “Please! Please! Good

Lord, if you want to, you
know you can make my skin
clean!”

13 Jesus stretched out his

hand and touched the man
and said, “I do want to heal
you, so your skin will be
clean.” While Jesus was still

speaking, straight away the
sores were gone.

14 Jesus said to him, “Don't
tell anyone that you are bet-
ter, but go straight to the
priest. He will look at you
and say, ‘You are well now.
Then later you must give
him two birds to kill for you,
as Moses said long ago. Then
everyone will know that you

are healed.”
15 But he spread the news

about what Jesus had done.
The news spread more and
more from place to place.
Then crowds of people came
to Jesus. They came to listen
to Jesus and for him to heal
all the sick people. 16 But
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sometimes Jesus went away
by himself to lonely places
and prayed to God.

About Jesus healing a
cripple

17 One day Jesus was with

aman in his house. While he
was there some people came

to him, and Jesus taught
them about God. Some Jews

called Pharisees came to him
too and some teachers of
Moses' law. They came from

different places in Judea and

Galilee. Others came from
Jerusalem. They sat in the

house where Jesus was. And
the Spirit of the Lord God
was with Jesus making him
strong, and he healed sick
people there in the house.

18 Some_men came to the
house bringing a cripple.
They had lifted him on to
a bed and carried him, be-
cause he couldn't walk and

he couldn't move. His whole
body was weak all the time.

The men looked for a way to
get into the house and put
the man near Jesus.

They kept trying to find a
way, 19 but they couldn't find
a space to get inside because
there were so many people
there. So they climbed up

outside on to the roof car-
rying the man with them.

Then they made a hole up

on the roof and let the
man down through the hole

with some rope and the bed

landed on the floor in the
middle of all the people.

Then the cripple and Jesus
were facing one another.
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20 The men who took the
cripple to Jesus trusted Jesus

and knew that he could heal
him. Jesus knew what they

were thinking and said to
the cripple, “All your sins
are forgiven and God won't
think about them any more.”

21 The teachers of Moses'
law and the Pharisees said
to themselves, “Who is this
man? He wants to be like
God, does he? God is the
only one who can forgive
sins, no one else can do
that.”

22 Jesus knew what they
were thinking and he said
to them, “Why do you think
such things? 23 Maybe you
can say to this man, ‘Your
sins are forgiven.” Of course
you can't say that! Or maybe
you can say to him, ‘Get up
and move your feet’ No!
You can't say either of those
things to this man by your-
self. 24 But as for me, the one
who was born in this place,

God has told me that I can
forgive your sins. So I will

show you today that God's
word to me is true.”

Then Jesus spoke to the
crippled man and said, “Get
up! Pick up your bed and go
home!”

25 The man got up straight
away and picked up his bed.
All the people there saw him
stand up. And he went out
of the house carrying his
bed, and went home prais-
ing God.

26 Everyone was very sur-
prised and afraid and they
praised God. Then they said
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to each other, “We have seen
wonderful things with our
own eyes today!”

About Jesus choosing Levi

27 After Jesus had healed
the crippled man and for-
given his sins, he came out of
the house. As he went along,
Jesus found a man called
Levi. This man had two
names, Levi and Matthew.
He worked for the Roman
rulers, so he had a small
building beside the road for

his work. He collected tax
money from people as they

went along the road and
passed the building. He took
their money to give to the
Romans.

As Jesus went along the
road, he saw Levi sitting in-
side his office, and he said to
him, “Come and follow me.”
28 Levi stood up and came
outside and followed Jesus.

He left the work he had been
doing so that he could follow

Jesus all the time, and they
went away together.

29 Later Levi, Jesus' new
disciple, cooked a lot of food,
and when it was ready Jesus
and his other disciples and
a lot of other people came

to his house. A lot of those
people did the same kind

of work as Levi had done
before he came to Jesus, but
others did different work.
And they all ate together.

30 But some Pharisees and
teachers of Moses' law knew
that Jesus had gone to Levi's

house. And they complained
and said to Jesus' disciples,
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“Why are you eating to-
gether in that man's house?
You eat with people who col-
lect tax money. You eat with
sinners!”

31 When Jesus heard them
he said to them, “Sick peo-
ple look for someone to
heal them, but strong people

don't look for someone like
that. 321 have come here to
teach bad people so that they

won't do wrong things but
they will obey God. If people
say, I am all right and I
never do anything wrong,’
then I can't teach them, I can
only teach bad people.”

About people asking Jesus
about going without food

33 Some people said to Je-
sus, “You know what John's
disciples are always doing.
They often go without food
so that they can pray to God,
and the disciples of the Phar-
isees do the same. But your
disciples don't do that, they
eat whenever they want to.”

34 Jesus answered, “Lis-

ten to this. A When a man
gets married, lots of peo-

ple gather together with him
and his wife to have a party.
You won't say to them, ‘Don't
eat this food, you should
go hungry’ Of course you
won't, because those peo-
ple want to have a party

while their friend is still with
them. 35 Afterwards maybe

some bad men might take
that man away. Then his
friends would be very sad
and want to stop eating and
go hungry.” When Jesus said
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this, he was thinking of him-
self and his disciples.

36 Then Jesus told them
this little story. He said, “We
don't tear a good piece of

material in half so that we
can sew a little piece of the

good material on to some
that is old. We don't spoil the
good material. If we do that,
the new piece of material
and the old piece will both
tear.”

37 Then Jesus told them
this story about grapes that
people crushed so they could
drink the wine. They poured
grape juice into skin bot-
tles and filled the skin with
juice and left it so that they

could drink the wine later
on. The juice stayed in the

skin until it swelled. That's
why they poured new juice

into strong new skins. Then
when the juice swelled, the
skin swelled too. So Jesus
said, “We don't pour new
juice into old skins that have
already swelled. If we do
that, when the juice swells

the skin will burst and t