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Genesis 1:1 1 Genesis 1:19

Genesis
The first stories in the Holy Bible

Godmade everything
1First of all Godmade everything. Hemade the earth and the sky.
2 The ground was there but it was covered with deep water and it was really dark

everywhere. But God's spirit was moving around over the water.
This is what happened on day 1

3God said, “I want light”, and straight away light was shining everywhere.
4 God looked at the light, and he saw that it was good. Then God cut the light away

from the dark.
5He called the light, day time and he called the dark, night time.
Night time came, and that was the end of day one.
This is what happened on day 2

6-8God said, “I want to cut all the water that I made into 2 parts, and I will put air in
between them, and I will call the air, sky. One lot of water will be on top of the sky and
the other lot of water will be under the sky.”
Night time came, and that was the end of day 2.
This is what happened on day 3

9God said. “I want all the water under the sky to come together in one place, so that
dry ground comes up.” And that is what happened. The water moved to one place, and
dry ground came up.

10 God called the dry ground, land. And he called the water, sea. God looked at the
land and the sea and he saw that they were good.

11Then God said, “I want the ground to grow all kinds of plants. I want grass that has
seeds, and I want all kinds of trees that grow fruit that have seeds in them. I will make
every seed that falls into the ground grow up like the plant that it came from.” And that
is the way Godmade it happen.

12Hemade all the grass and the trees grow up from the ground. He made grass with
seeds, and trees with fruit that have seeds in them. God looked at what he had made,
and he saw that it was good.

13Night time came, and that was the end of day 3.
This is what happened on day 4

14-16God said, “I want 2 big lights up in the sky. I want one light for the day time and
the other light for the night time. Those lights showpeoplewhen it will be coldweather
time and when it will be hot weather time every year. Yes, I will put those lights up in
the sky to shine on the earth.”
So, God made 2 big lights. He made one big light and one small light. The big light is

called the Sun, and it shines in the day time. The small light is called the Moon and it
shines in the night time. Godmade all the stars too.

17 So God put all those lights up in the sky to shine down onto the earth.
18One light shines in the day timeand the other light shines at night time. Those lights

show people when it is day time and when it is night time. God looked at all the lights
and he saw that they were good.

19Night time came, and that was the end of day 4.

1:1 Psalms 89:11 1:3 2 Corinthians 4:6
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This is what happened on day 5
20 Then God said, “I want the water to be full of fish and all sorts of animals that live

in water. And I want birds to fly up in the sky too.”
21So Godmade everything that lives andmoves in the sea. Hemade the great big sea

animals and all the little animals that live in the sea. And God made all the birds too.
God looked at all the things he hadmade, and he saw that they were good.

22God blessed them, and he did that by doing good things for them. God made them
strong and he said, “I want all living things to have lots of young ones, so that the sea
will be full of fish and other animals that live in water. And I want lots of birds too.”

23Night time came, and that was the end of day 5.
This is what happened on day 6

24-25 Then God said, “I want the world to be full of different kinds of animals. I want
wild animals and quiet animals. And I want different kinds of little animals that move
around on the ground.” And that is what happened. God looked at all those animals,
and he saw that they were good.

26Then God said, “We are going tomake people. They will be like us. They will be the
boss over the fish and everything that lives in the sea. They will be the boss over all the
birds that fly in the sky. Theywill be the boss over all thewild animals, and all the quiet
animals. And they will be the boss over all the little animals that move around on the
ground. Yes, people will be the boss over all of them.”

27 So Godmade people to be like himself. Hemade themman andwoman.
28 God blessed them, and he did that by doing good things for them. God made

them strong and he said to them, “I want you to have lots of children so that they go
everywhere all over the world, and they will be the boss over everything. They will be
the boss over all the country, the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, and all the animals
that move on the ground.”

29 Then God said to the man and the woman, “Look, I made lots of different kinds of
things for you to eat. Imade grasses that have seeds in them, and Imade trees that have
fruit. You can eat the seeds from those grasses and you can eat food from the bushes
and the trees.

30And I made green plants for all the animals to eat.”
31God looked at all the things hemade, and he saw that they were really good.
Night time came. That was the end of day 6.

2
This is what happened on day 7

1And so God finishedmaking the earth and the sky.
2 He made everything in 6 days, and on day 7, God rested and he stopped making

things.
3God made day 7 a special day. That means it was different from all the other days.

God said, “I have finishedmaking everything now, and that iswhy I am resting frommy
work.”

Godmade the first man and put him into the Garden of Eden
4This story is about what happened after the Lord Godmade the earth and the sky.
5At that time the Lord God had not sent any rain to fall on the ground and so nothing

was growing yet. No grass or any kind of tree grew anywhere, and there weren't any
people to dig the ground to get it ready for things to grow.

6But spring water came up from the earth and wet the ground.

1:27Matthew 19:4; Mark 10:6; Genesis 5:1-2; 9:7 2:2Hebrews 4:4,10 2:3 Exodus 20:11; 31:17
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7 Then the Lord God took some ground and made a man from it. When he finished,
God blew wind into the man's nose, and that wind made the man come alive. That is
how theman became a living person.

8Then the Lord God made a garden on the east side, at a place called Eden, and then
God put theman that he just made, into the garden.

9The Lord Godmade lots of different trees to grow in that garden. They looked really
nice and they had fruit that was good to eat. And God put 2 special trees right in the
middle of the garden. If anybody ate fruit from the first tree, they lived forever. And if
anybody ate fruit from the second tree, theywould knowwhat is good andwhat is bad.

10Therewasariver thatwatered theGardenofEden. It started frominside thegarden
but after it left the garden, 4 different rivers came from it.

11The first river was called Pishon. It went across the country called Havilah. And in
that country there was a lot of gold,

12 and it was really good gold. In that country there was a pretty stone called Onyx.
And there were some trees that gave out a nice smelling bushmedicine.

13 The second river was called the Gee-hon. It went everywhere across the country
called Cush.

14 The third river was called Tigris. It went along the east side of the country called
Assyria.
And the fourth river was called Yoo-fray-tees.
15 The Lord God put the man into the garden to dig the ground and to take care of

everything.
16TheLordGod said to theman, “You can eat fruit fromanyof the trees in this garden.
17But youmustnot eat fruit from the tree that lets people knowwhat is goodandwhat

is bad. If you eat fruit from that tree you will die.”
Godmade the first woman

18Then the Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to live by himself. I am going to
make a partner to help himwith his work.”

19 So the Lord God took ground and made all the animals and all the birds. Then he
took them to theman to find out what he would call them. Whatever theman called an
animal, that was its name.

20 So that is how every animal got its name. The man gave names to all the wild
animals, all the quiet animals and all the birds. The man's name was Adam, but when
he looked aroundat all the animals andbirds, he couldnot find the right kind of partner
for himself.

21So the Lord Godmade theman go into a really deep sleep, andwhile hewas asleep,
God took out one of theman's rib bones, and closed the hole in his side.

22Then the Lord God used that rib bone to make a woman. And when the man woke
up, God took the woman to theman.

23Theman looked at the woman and said,
“Now I have a partner for myself.
She wasmade from one of my bones.
She has come from aman's body,
so I am going to call her woman.”

24 Yes, God made the woman out of the man's body. This is why when a man gets
married, he leaves his mother and father and lives with his wife. They join together,
and it is like they are one body.

25Themanand thewomandidnothaveanyclotheson, but theydidn't feel any shame.

2:7 1 Corinthians 15:45 2:9 Revelation 2:7; 22:2,14 2:24 Matthew 19:5; Mark 10:7-8; 1 Corinthians 6:16;
Ephesians 5:31



Genesis 3:1 4 Genesis 3:16

3
The snake tricked the woman

1Godmade lots of animals, but the snakewas themost sneaky of all thewild animals.
One day the snake went up to the woman and said, “Did God really say that you must
not eat fruit from any of the trees in this garden? Is that true?”

2 The woman said, “No, that is not true. We can eat fruit from any of the trees in the
garden.

3But God did say, ‘Youmust not eat any of the fruit from the tree that is in themiddle
of the garden, and do not even touch the fruit. If you do, you will die.’ ”

4The snake said to the woman, “No. That's not right. You will not die.
5Godknows that if you eat fruit from that tree, youwill be likeGod and youwill know

what is good andwhat is really bad.”
Theman and thewoman turned away fromGod

6Thewoman looked at the tree. It looked really nice, and the fruit on that tree looked
really good to eat. And she said to herself, “If I eat some of that fruit, I will know and
understand everything.” So the woman picked some of the fruit and ate it. Then she
gave some of the fruit to her husband, whowas with her, and he ate it too.

7 Straight away the man and the woman could think in a different way. It was like
their eyes were opened for the first time and they found out that they had nothing on.
They felt shamed, and wanted to cover themselves up, so they picked some big leaves
from a tree. Then they put the leaves together to make some clothes for themselves.

Theman and thewoman tried to hide fromGod
8Late in theafternoon, themanand thewomanheard theLordGodcoming theirway,

so they got behind some trees and tried to hide from him.
9But the Lord God called out, “Where are you?”
10 The man said, “I heard you walking in the garden and I was frightened. You see, I

had no clothes on, and I was shamed. That is why I tried to hide from you.”
11God asked theman, “Why are you shamed to have no clothes on? Did you eat some

of the fruit that I told you not to eat?”
12 The man answered, “Yes, I did eat the fruit. That woman you gave me. She's the

one, she gave it to me.”
13Then the Lord God said to the woman, “Why did you do that?”
The woman said, “That snake trickedme. That is why I ate the fruit.”
God judged the snake

14 Then the Lord God said, “Snake, you have tricked this woman and so I will put a
curse on you. I curse you more than I will ever curse any other animal. From now on
you are going tomove around on your belly, and everything you eat will have dirt on it.

15 You and the woman will always be enemies. The family that will come from her
will always hate you. And snake, the family that comes from you will always hate the
woman's family too. You will always be enemies. And I tell you straight, someone from
her family will smash your head, but you will bite his foot.”

God judged the woman
16 Then God said to the woman, “You did the wrong thing and so I am going to give

you a lot of trouble and a lot of pain when your babies are born. You will want to have
a husband and try to be his boss, but he will be your boss.”

God judged theman

3:1 Revelation 12:9; 20:2 3:3 Genesis 2:16-17 3:13 2 Corinthians 11:3; 1 Timothy 2:14 3:15 Romans 16:20
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17ThenGod said to Adam, “You listened to yourwife. Remember, I told you, ‘Youmust
not eat that fruit,’ but you still ate it. Now that you have gone against what I said to you,
I am going to put a curse on the ground. And for the rest of your life you will have to
work really hard to get your food.

18Whenyou grow food plants therewill always be lots ofweeds and prickles growing
there too.

19 For the rest of your life you will have to work very hard to get your food, and you
will get hot and sweaty. Andwhen you die, someonewill bury your body in the ground.
You see, I made you from the ground and so your body will turn back into the ground
that I made you from.”

God sent Adam and Eve out of the garden of Eden
20Adam's wife was the first woman, and so all the people in theworld came fromher.

That is why Adam named her Eve. That namemeans that life came from her.
21 Then the Lord God killed some animals and used their skins to make clothes for

Adam and his wife.
22Then the Lord God said, “Theman is like us now. He knows what is good and what

is bad. We have to stop him from eating any fruit from the other tree in the middle of
the garden. If anyone eats fruit from that tree, they will live forever.”

23 So the Lord God sent the man out of the garden of Eden so that he had to work the
ground that he wasmade from.

24God sent Adamand Eve out of the garden and he put some of his angels to block the
east side of the garden. Those angels had big knives with flames coming out of them,
and those angels waved those knives everywhere to block anybody from getting to the
fruit that makes people live forever.

4
Cain and Abel took presents to God

1Adamsleptwithhiswife Eveandat the right time shehadababyboyandEvenamed
him Cain. She said, “The Lord helpedme to have a son.”

2Later on Eve had another son, and she named him Abel.
When theboysweregrownup,Abel lookedafter sheep, andCaingot thegroundready

to grow food plants.
3 One day, Cain wanted to show respect to the Lord, so he took some food from his

garden and gave it to the Lord.
4Abel wanted to show respect to the Lord too, so he went and took some of the first

born sheep. He killed them, and gave the best parts to the Lord.
God was happy with Abel and he was happy with what Abel gave him.
5But God was not happy with Cain, and he was not happy with what Cain gave him.

And so, Cain got very angry and his face had an ugly look.
6The Lord said “Cain, why are you angry? Why do you look so sad?
7 If you do the right thing, I will be happy with you. But, if you don't do the right

thing, look out. You are thinking thewrongway. It is like you have awild animal inside
your head that wants you to do all sorts of bad things. You have to be the boss of your
thinking.”

8But Cainwent and found his brother Abel and said to him, “Let's go for awalk.” And
while they were walking, Cain hit his brother and killed him.

9Later on, the Lord said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?”
Cain said, “I don't know. It's not my job to look after him.”

3:22 Revelation 2:7; 22:14 4:4Hebrews 11:4 4:8Matthew 23:35; Luke 11:51; 1 John 3:12
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10 The Lord said to Cain, “Why have you done this really bad thing? I can see your
brother's blood on the ground, and it is like his blood is calling out to me. That blood is
telling me that you killed your brother.

11 You killed your brother and the ground soaked up his blood. And so I am going to
put a curse on you. From now on the groundwill be your enemy.

12 And if you try to grow plants in the ground, nothing will grow for you. You will
always go from place to place, and you will never settle down anywhere.”

13Cain said to the Lord, “You are too hard onme.
14 You are forcing me away from you and this country and I will not be able to grow

food for myself. I will have to walk around from place to place and never settle down.
And anyone that findsmewill kill me. Yes God, you are being too hard onme.”

15Then the Lord said, “Cain, I promise you, that if someone kills you, Iwill punish that
person 7 timesmore than I punished you.” Then the Lord put a special mark on Cain to
stop anyone from killing him.

The family that came from Cain
16Then Cainwent away from the Lord and lived in a country called Nod. Nodwas on

the east side of the Garden of Eden.
17Cain slept with his wife, and they had a baby son and they named him Enock. Cain

built a town, and he called the town, Enock for his son.
18Enock grew up and he had a son named Irad.
Irad grew up and he had a son namedMethu-jayel.
Methu-jayel grew up, and he had a son namedMethu-shayel.
Methu-shayel grew up and had a son named Larmek.
19Larmek grewupandmarried 2women. Thenameof onewifewasAdah. Thename

of the other wife was Zillah.
20Larmek's wife Adah had a baby boy named Jabal.
Jabal grew up and he was the first person to live in a tent and look after sheep and

bullocks.
21Adah had another son, a brother for Jabal. His namewas Jubal.
Jubal grewup andhewas the first person to playmusic on an instrument like a guitar

and other instruments that had pipes.
22 Larmek's other wife Zillah had a son named Tubal-Cain, and a daughter named

Naymah.
Tubal-Cain grew up and made tools from iron and another brown metal called

bronze.
23-24One day Larmek said to his 2 wives,
“Adah and Zillah, listen to me.
A long time ago, Cain killed his brother,
And God punished him.
If anyone killed Cain,
God said he would punish that person 7 timesmore.
Well, I killed aman that hurt me.
But, if someone kills me,
that personmust get payback 77 timesmore.”
Adam and Eve had another son

25 Adam slept with his wife again, and they had another son. Eve named him Seth.
She said, “God has givenme another son to take Abel's place in the family.”

26 Seth grew up and had a son and they named him Enosh.
It was about this time that people started to pray to the Lord and show him respect.

4:10Hebrews 12:24 4:23-24Matthew 18:22
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5
The family that came fromAdam

1This is the story of Adam's family. You see, when Godmade people, hemade them to
be like himself.

2Hemade them to be a man and a woman, and he blessed them. That means that he
was good to them, and he called them humans.
This is a list of people that were in Adam's family line.
3Adamwas alive for 130 years and then he had a son that he named Seth. When Seth

was born, he was just like Adam and looked like him too.
4Adam lived for another 800 years after Sethwas born and Adamhadmore sons and

daughters.
5Adam died when he was 930 years old.
6When Seth was 105 years old he had a son named Enosh.
7 Seth lived for another 807 years, and he hadmore sons and daughters.
8 Seth died when he was 912 years old.
9When Enosh was 90 years old he had a son named Keynan.
10Enosh lived for another 815 years, and he hadmore sons and daughters.
11Enosh died when he was 905 years old.
12When Keynanwas 70 years old he had a son namedMaha-lalel.
13Keynan lived for another 840 years, and he hadmore sons and daughters.
14Keynan died when he was 910 years old.
15WhenMaha-lalel was 65 years old he had a son named Jared.
16Maha-lalel lived for another 830 years, and he hadmore sons and daughters.
17Maha-lalel died when he was 895 years old.
18When Jared was 162 years old he had a son named Enock.
19 Jared lived for another 800 years, and he hadmore sons and daughters.
20 Jared died when he was 962 years old.
21When Enock was 65 years old he had a son namedMethu-selah.
22 Enock lived for another 300 years after Methu-selah was born, and he had more

sons and daughters.
23-24Enockwas a goodmanwho spent a lot of timewith God. Enock lived until hewas

365 years old, then one day, people didn't see him anymore. You see, he did not die. God
took him straight up to heaven.

25WhenMethu-selah was 187 years old he had a son named Larmek.
26Methu-selah lived for another 782 years, and he hadmore sons and daughters.
27Methu-selah died when he was 969 years old.
28When Larmekwas 182 years old he had a son.
29 Larmek named his son Noah. Larmek said, “The Lord has cursed the ground, and

that is why we have to work really hard to get our food. But I will call my son Noah. He
will make us feel better.”
The name Noah sounds like the Hebrewword that means,Hewill make us feel better.
30Then Larmek lived for another 595 years and he hadmore sons and daughters.
31Larmek died when he was 777 years old.
32When Noahwas 500 years old he had 3 sons, named Shem, Ham and Jay-feth.

6
There were big, strong fightingmen

5:1 Genesis 1:26-27; 9:6 5:2Matthew 19:4; Mark 10:6 5:23-24Hebrews 11:5; Jude 14
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1The time came when there were a lot of people living on the earth, and some of the
womenwere very beautiful.

2 And in those days there were some spirit men, called the Sons of God. When they
saw some of those beautiful women, theymarried the ones they wanted.

3-4Their children grew up to be big strong fighting men called Nef-ilim. And then for
a lot of years, people told stories about what those great fighters did.
But the Lord looked at what was happening and said, “I put my life spirit into people

to keep them alive, but I will not let that spirit stay in them forever. They will only live
for 120 years and then they will die.”

People were really bad
5 The Lord looked at the people on the earth and saw that they were getting worse

andworse. They were always thinking the wrongway andworking out ways to do bad
things all the time.

6And so the Lordwas really sad. It was like a pain in his heart, and he said to himself,
“I am really sorry that I made people.

7 I made all those people, but now, I am going to kill them all, and I will kill all the
animals that I made too. I will even kill all the little animals that move around on the
ground, and I will kill all the birds that fly in the sky.”

8But the Lord was pleased with Noah.

The story about Noah
9This is the story about Noah and his family.
Noah was a good man. At that time, Noah was the only man on the earth that lived

God's way and so Godwas really happy with him.
10Noah had 3 sons named Shem, Ham, and Jay-feth.
11 Everyone else on the earth was living in a rubbish way. They were fighting and

hurting each other all the time.
12 So when God looked and saw that all the people were doing really bad things,
13 he said to Noah, “Look, nobody is living the way I want them to live. They are

fighting all the time and people are getting hurt. I havemade upmymind, I am going to
kill everybody and every other living thing on this earth.”

God told Noah to build a big boat called an Ark
14 Then God said to Noah, “I want you to make a really big boat called an Ark. Make

it out of wood andmake rooms inside it. Then paint it on the inside and on the outside
with tar to keep the water out.

15 Listen Noah, this is how big I want you to make the boat. It has to be 140 metres
long, and 23metres wide, and 14metres high.

16 I want you to put a roof over it and just under the roofmake awindowhalf ametre
high all the way around. And put a big door in the side of the boat. Make 3 floors inside
the boat, one floor for the bottom and 2more floors upstairs.

17 You see, soon I will send a lot of flood water, and it will cover the whole earth and
everything that breathes will die.

18But do not worry, Noah, I ammaking a strong promise to you. I will look after you,
your wife, your sons, and their wives too. You will all be safe inside that boat.

19-20Take oneboy andone girl of every kind of animal andbird into the boatwith you.
I will make all those animals come to you so that they can be safe too.

6:3-4Numbers 13:33 6:5Matthew24:37; Luke 17:26; 1 Peter 3:20 6:9 2 Peter 2:5 6:17 Luke 17:26-27 6:18
1 Peter 3:20
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21Go out into the countryside and pick up as much food as you can and put it inside
the boat. You will need a lot of food for your family and a lot of food for all the animals
too.”

22Then Noah did everything that God said.

7
God told Noah to get ready for a flood

1 Then the Lord said to Noah, “You are the only man alive today that lives the right
way. It is time for you to take your family into the really big boat called the Ark.

2And take every kind of animal with you. There are 2 groups of animals that I want
you to take into the boat. In the first group there are animals that I call clean animals.
Those cleananimals are theanimals that youcankill andburn to showmerespect. Take
7 boy ones and 7 girl ones of those clean animals into the boat.
But the second group of animals, I call them unclean. You are not allowed to kill them

and burn them to showme respect. Take only 1 boy one and 1 girl one of those unclean
animals.

3Take 7 boy ones and 7 girl ones of each kind of bird from all over theworldwith you
into the boat.
All those animals and birds will be safe with you. That way, after the flood, there will

always be animals and birds living on the earth.
4You see, in 7 days time I amgoing tomake rain fall down from the sky. It will rain for

40 days and 40 nights so that everything I made will die and be washed away.”
5 So Noah did everything the Lord said to him.
The floodwater came

6-7Noah was 600 years old when he and his wife, his 3 sons and their wives all went
into the boat to be safe from the floodwaters.

8-9A lot of animals came to Noah. There were boy and girl animals of every kind and
Noah took them into the boat too. There were clean and unclean animals, as well as
birds and small animals that move along the ground. Noah did everything that God
said.

10Then 7 days later, the flood water came.
11-16Noahwas 600 years old at the time that the floodwater came. And it came on the

17th day of the 2ndmonth of that year.
On the same day that the rain started, Noah and his wife, and his sons, Shem, Ham

and Jay-feth, and their wives went into the boat. All the animals went with them into
the boat. There were wild animals and quiet animals, big animals and small animals.
All the birds went into the boat too. Just like God told Noah, there were boys, and girls
of every kind of animal, and they went in 2 at a time. When the last animal went into
the boat with Noah and his family, God shut the door.
And it rained really hard for 40 days and 40 nights. It was just like God opened up a

big window in the sky to let all the water out. Spring water came up from deep down
under the ground too.

17-18The flood water kept getting higher and higher for 40 days, and the boat started
to float on the water, high above the ground.

19The water got so high that it covered all the really big hills everywhere.
20 It covered the tops of those hills with about 7 metres of water.
21 Every living thing that was outside the boat died. The flood water killed all the

birds, all the wild animals, all the quiet animals, all the little animals that move along
the ground and every living person.

6:22Hebrews 11:7 7:21Matthew 24:37-39; Luke 17:26-27; 2 Peter 3:6
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22Yes, everything that breathed air and lived on the earth died.
23 There was nothing left alive on the earth. There were no birds, big animals, little

animals, or people. God killed them all and washed them away. Noah, his family and
all the animals and birds inside the boat were the only ones that were still alive.

24The flood water covered the earth for 5months.

8
The floodwater went down

1-2God did not forget about Noah and the animals in that big boat called the Ark. So
God stopped the water from coming up from under the ground. He stopped the rain
falling from the sky and he made a strong wind blow on the floodwater to help it go
down.

3-4Thefloodwater got lowerand lower, and5monthsafter theflood started, thewater
was so low that the boat sat down on some very high hills. Those hills were called the
Ararat Mountains.

5Thefloodwaterwent downuntil the tops of the really high hillswere sticking up out
of the water.

Noah let some birds go out of the boat
6 Six weeks later, Noah opened the window in the top of the boat.
7He let a black bird called a crow fly out from the boat to see what would happen.

Everyday the crowflewout and cameback to theboat until all thefloodwater haddried
up.

8-9And Noah let a bird called a pigeon fly out of the window to see if the flood water
still covered all the ground. But the water was still too high and the pigeon could not
find a place to sit down, so it went back to the boat. Noah picked it up and took it inside.

10Noahwaited for 7more days and then he let the pigeon fly out of the boat again.
11And just before the sun went down, the pigeon came back. It had a new leaf from

an olive tree in its mouth. Then Noah knew that the flood water was getting lower and
the trees were growing leaves again.

12Noahwaited another 7 days, then he sent the pigeon out again. This time it did not
come back.

Everyone left the boat
13By the time Noahwas 601 years old, nearly all the water was gone. And on the first

day of the new year Noah took the roof off the boat and looked around. He saw that the
groundwas starting to get dry.

14Twomonths later, the earth was really dry.
15Then God said to Noah,
16 “You can go out of the boat now. Take your wife, your sons and their wives with

you.
17And take all the animals, the birds, and every little animal that moves around on

the ground, out of the boat. Then they can go and live all over the earth and have lots of
young ones.”

18-19 So Noah, his wife, and his sons and their wives all came out of the boat. All the
animals and all the birds went out of the boat too, each group of animals came out
together.

Noah said “Thank you” to the Lord and Godmade a promise
20 Then Noah got some big stones and made them into a table with a flat top, called

an “altar” for the Lord. Then hewent and found some of the animals and birds that the
Lord saidwere clean. Theywere the right ones to use to showhim respect. He killed the
animals, and burned them on the altar to say, “Thank you Lord for keeping us all safe”.
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21 The Lord smelled the meat cooking on the altar and he was happy. He said to
himself, “People always think the wrong way all their lives, right from the time they
are little until they die. But I will never again kill off every living thing like I did this
time. I will never curse the earth again for what people do.

22While the earth is still here, everything will be the same. There will always be day
time andnight time, and every year therewill be a hotweather time and a coldweather
time, wetweather time and dryweather time. Therewill always be a right time to plant
seeds for food and a right time to get the food from those plants.”

9
Godmade a promise to Noah

1Godwas good to Noah and his sons. God blessed them and said, “I want you to have
lots of children so that the earth is full of people again.

2 And I am making you the boss over everything that lives on the ground, all the
animals, all the birds, and all the fish in the sea too. But they will be frightened of you.

3 Before now, I gave you plants to eat, but from now on you can eat anything that is
alive.

4 But do not eat meat that still has blood in it. Let all the blood run out, you see that
blood keeps an animal alive.

5-6A person's life is so special that if an animal kills someone, that animal has to die.
And if somebodymurders another person, the murderer has to die.
You see, I made people like myself,
and that is why they are special to me.
7But you Noah and your family, I want you to have a lot of children so that the earth

is full of people again.”
8Then God said to Noah and his sons,
9 “Right now I am going tomake a strong promise to you and to all the family that will

come from you.
10 And I am making the same promise to all the animals that live on the earth too,

all the birds, all the quiet animals, and all the wild animals. I promise this to all of the
animals that came out of the boat with you.

11This is my promise. I will never again send a flood that kills everything.”
God sent a rainbow to help people rememberwhat he promised

12-13 Then God said, “I am going to put a rainbow up in the sky. It will be a sign for
everyone that I have made a strong promise to you and to everything that lives on the
earth. That promise will last forever.

14-15 So, when I make the clouds come across the sky and there is a rainbow that
everyone can see, I will remember the promise I made to you and to everything that
is alive. That promise is that I will never again send a flood that kills every living thing
on the earth.

16 Yes, when I see a rainbow in the sky, I will remember my promise to you and to
everything that lives on the earth. That promise will last forever.”

17 Then God said to Noah, “This is very important. That rainbow will show us that I
made this promise to every living thing that lives on the earth.”

Noah got drunk

9:1Genesis 1:28 9:4 Leviticus 7:26-27; 17:10-14; 19:26; Deuteronomy 12:16; 23; 15:23; Acts 15:20 9:5-6Genesis
1:26; Exodus 20:13 9:7 Genesis 1:28
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18-19When Noah went out of the boat, his 3 sons, Shem, Ham, and Jay-feth went with
him. The sons and their wives had children and grandchildren until there were a lot of
people living on the earth again. One of Ham's sons was named Canaan.

20Noah was a farmer, and so he started to grow food in a garden. He planted some
grape vines and later on, he used the grapes to make wine.

21One dayNoah drank toomuch of thewine and got drunk. He took off all his clothes
and went to sleep in his tent.

22Ham went into the tent and saw his father sleeping with no clothes on. But Ham,
the father of Canaan, did not respect his father. He went outside and told his brothers.

23When Shemand Jay-feth heardwhat Ham said, they got a coat to cover their father.
They held it between them and walked backwards into the tent and put the coat over
their father and covered him up. Theymade sure they did not turn around and look at
their father's body.

24Noah woke up and when he was sober, he found out what his youngest son Ham
did.

25And so Noah said, “I am putting a curse on Ham's son, Canaan. He will be forced to
work really hard for his relations and he will not get paid. He will be a slave.

26 I know that Shem respects God and so I am going to ask the Lord tomake Canaan a
slave for Shem.

27 I am going to ask God to make Jay-feth's country much bigger. Jay-feth and Shem
will live together in that country, and Canaanwill work hard as a slave for both Jay-feth
and Shem.”

28Noah lived for another 350 years after the flood.
29He died when he was 950 years old.

10
The story about Noah's family

1This story is aboutShem,Hamand Jay-feth, the sonsofNoah. It is a list of thechildren
that were born after the flood.

The tribes that came from Jay-feth
2 Jay-feth's sons were named Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Me-shek and Tiras.
3Gomer's sons were named Ash-ken-az, Rif-ath and Togar-mah.
4 Javan's sons were named Elishah, Tar-shish, Kittim and Rod-anim.
5 All of the people that came from Jay-feth had families and they ended up being

different tribes. Every tribe had their own language and their own country. Some of
these tribes lived in country next to theMediterranean Sea.

The tribes that came fromHam
6Ham's sons were Cush, Egypt, Put and Canaan.
7Cush's sons were named Seba, Havi-lah, Sab-tah, Rarmah and Sab-teca.
And the sons of Rarmahwere named Sheba and Dedan.
8-9 One of Cush's sons was named Nimrod. When Nimrod grew up he was a strong

fighter, and with God's help he became a really good hunter. Whenever people talked
about good hunters, they said things like, “That man is a really good hunter like
Nimrod.”

10 Later on, Nimrod was the boss of all the towns called Bab-y-lon, Erech, Accad and
Cal-nar. All these towns were in a country called Shinah, which is another name for
Bab-y-lonia.

11-12FromthereNimrodwent toanother country calledAssyriaandhebuilt the towns
called Nineva, Re-ho-both Ir, Calah, and a big town called Resen. Resen was between
Nineva and Calah.
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A list of Ham's sons
13-14Hamhad a sonnamedEgypt. This is a list of Egypt's sons. Lud, Anam, Lehab, Naf-

tuh, Path-rus, Cas-luh and Caf-tor. All these sons had families and their families grew so
big they were called tribes. The Filistine nation came from the Cas-luh tribe.

15-18 Ham's other son, Canaan, named his first son Sidon. These are the names of
Canaan's other sons, Heth, Jebus, Amor, Girgash, Hiv, Arrk, Sinn, Arvad, Zemar, and
Hamath.
All these sonshad familiesand their families grewsobig theywerecalled tribes. Later

on, the tribes that came from Canaan split up andwent to different places.
19 The tribes that came from Canaan were called Canaanites. Those tribes lived in

country that went as far north as a town called Sidon and as far south as the town
of Gaza, and as far east as the towns called Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, Zeboy-im and
Lasha.

20 Yes, all these people were part of Ham's family. All the sons had their own tribes,
languages and their own country.

The tribes that came from Shem
21 Shemwas Jay-feth's older brother and Eber's family were part of Shem's family.
22You see, Shem's sons were Elam, Ashur, Ar-faxad, Lud, and Aram.
23Aram's sons were named Uz, Hul, Gether, andMash.
24Ar-faxad's son was named Shelah, and he had a son named Eber.
25 Eber had 2 sons. The first son was Peleg and his younger brother was Joktan. The

namePelegmeans split up. You see, Pelegwas still alivewhen all the people split up into
different tribes and went all over the world.

26-30 Joktan was the father of Almo-dad, Shelef, Hazarm-aveth, Jerah, Hadoram, Uzal,
Diklah, Obal, Abimale, Sheba, Ofir, Havi-lah, and Jobab.
All of these people came from Joktan, and lived in the east hill country that goes from

a place calledMesha all the way to another place called Seffar.
31All these people came from Shem. Theywere all different tribes and had their own

country and their own language.
32And so this is a list of all the families and tribes that came fromNoah. They split up

into their own nations and spread out all over the earth after the big flood.

11
People tried to build a high building in Babylon

1 Right from the time Noah and his family came out of the really big boat called the
Ark, everyone talked the same language.

2 When people started to move further east, they came to plain country called
Babylonia, and they stayed there.

3-4They said to each other, “Hey, let's build a big town here on this plain country. We
can use the ground to make bricks. Then we will put them into a fire so that they get
really hard and we will use tar to put them together. And we will make a really high
building that goes right up to the sky. If we do that everyonewill say that we are a great
people. And we can stay right here in this country and we will not have to spread out
all over the earth.”

Godmade people talk in different languages
5The Lord came down from heaven to look at the big town and the tall building that

the people weremaking.
6He said, “These people are like one big tribe and they all talk the same language.

This is just the start of what they will do. If they keep on going this way, nothing will
stop them from doing anything they want to do.
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7Come on, wewill go down andwewill make them talk in different languages so that
they cannot understand each other.”

8 So God made all the people talk in different languages. They could not understand
each other and so they stopped building their big town and they all moved away to
different places, all over the world.

9The townwascalledBabelorBabylonand thosenames sound likeaword thatmeans
mixed up. You see, God mixed up the languages there and forced everyone to leave
Babylon and go to live in different places all over the world.

The story of Shem's family
10This is the story of Shem's family.
Shem was 100 years old when he had a son named Ar-fax-ad. This was 2 years after

the big flood.
11 Shem lived for 500 years after he had Ar-fax-ad, and he had more sons and

daughters.
12Ar-fax-ad was 35 years old when he had a son named Shelah.
13 Ar-fax-ad lived for 403 years after he had Shelah, and he had more sons and

daughters.
14 Shelah was 30 years old when he had a son named Eber.
15 Shelah lived for 403 years after he had Eber, and he hadmore sons and daughters.
16Eber was 34 years old when he had a son named Peleg.
17Eber lived for 430 years after he had Peleg, and he hadmore sons and daughters.
18Peleg was 30 years old when he had a son named Reu.
19Peleg lived for 209 years after he had Reu, and he hadmore sons and daughters.
20Reuwas 32 years old when he had a son named Serug.
21Reu lived for 207 years after he had Serug, and he hadmore sons and daughters.
22 Serug was 30 years old when he had a son named Nahor.
23 Serug lived for 200 years after he had Nahor and he hadmore sons and daughters.
24Nahor was 29 years old when he had a son named Terah.
25Nahor lived for 119 years after he had Terah and he hadmore sons and daughters.
26 Terah had 3 sons after he was 70 years old. Their names were Abram, Nahor and

Haran.
Terah's family

27-29 This is the story of Terah's family. Terah had 3 sons named Abram, Nahor and
Haran.
Haran, Terah's son, was born in a place called Ur, in a country called Kaldea. And so

the people that lived in that country were called Kaldeans.
Haran had a son named Lot and 2 daughters namedMilcah and Iscah. Terahwas still

alive when Haran died. He died in the same country that he was born in.
NahormarriedMilcah and Abrammarried Sarai.
30But Sarai could not have a baby.
31Terah left Ur, in theKaldea countrywithhis sonAbram, Sarai, andhis grandsonLot.

Theywanted togo to thecountrycalledCanaan, but stoppedata towncalledHarranand
stayed there.

32Terah died in Harran when he was 205 years old.

12
God picked Abram
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1Abramwas living in a big town called Harran when the Lord said to him, “Abram, I
want you to leave your country, your family and all your relations. I am going to take
you to live in a new country.

2 I am going to bless you. That means I will do good things for you and make you
strong. Everyone will know about you and respect your name. I will give you a big
family and this family will grow into a strong nation. Your family will do good things
for all the other nations on the earth.

3 If anyone looks after you and does good things for you, I will look after them and be
kind to them. But, if anyone puts a curse on you and makes life hard for you, I will put
a curse on them and I will make their life very hard. I will use your family to do good
things for all the people in the world.”

4-5Abram was 75 years old when he left Harran to go to the country of Canaan. This
was the country the Lord told him to go to. Abram took his wife Sarai, and his nephew
Lot. BeforeAbram leftHarranhepicked somemenandwomen towork for him. Abram
took all his workers and everything he had with him to Canaan.

6WhenAbramgot to the Canaanite country, hewalked right across that country until
he got to a place called Shekem. In that place there was a special tree calledMoreh.

7Then the Lord visited Abramandmade a strong promise to him. God said to Abram,
“You are the first person in my new family. I promise that I will give this country to the
family that comes after you.” The Lord had visited Abram and so Abram piled up some
stones tomake a special table called an altar. And then he burned some animals on that
altar to show respect to the Lord.

8 Later on, Abram left Shekem and went down south to the hill country that was on
the east side of a towncalledBethel. Andhemadehis campbetweenBethel andanother
towncalledAi. Aiwason the east side andBethelwason thewest side of his camp. Right
there Abram built another stone altar and prayed to God using God's name.

9Then Abram travelled further south to a dry country called “The Negev”.
Abram and Sarai go to Egypt

10At that time, there was not much food in that country, and so Abram and everyone
with himwent to live for a short time in the country called Egypt.

11-12 Just before they got to the border of Egypt, Abram said to Sarai, “You are a
beautiful woman and when the Egyptian people see you, they will say, ‘That woman
is married to Abram. Let's kill him so that we can have her for ourselves.’ Theywill kill
me but they will let you live.

13You have to tell everyone that you aremy sister so they will not kill me.”
14What Abram said came true. When they got into Egypt, the Egyptian people saw

that Sarai was really beautiful.
15And when the king's workers saw Sarai, they told the king how beautiful she was,

and they took her to live with him.
16 The king thought Abram was Sarai's brother and so he was very kind to him.

The king gave Abram, sheep, cows, donkeys, and camels as well as men and women
workers.

17 But God was not pleased that Sarai had gone to live with the king of Egypt. God
made the king and everyone who lived in his house really sick.

18-19When the king found out that Saraiwasmarried to Abram, he got reallywild and
sent someone to get Abram. The king said to him, “What have you done to me? Sarai is
your wife! Why did you trick me? You said, ‘She is my sister’ and you let memarry her.

12:1 Acts 7:2-4; Hebrews 11:8 12:3 Galatians 3:8 12:7 Genesis 13:14-15; 17:8; 26:3; 28:13-14; 48:3-4; Acts 7:5;
Galatians 3:16 12:13 Genesis 20:2-13; 26:7-11
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Now, here is your wife. Take her away, and then, you and all your people, get out of my
country!”

20 The king told his soldiers what to do with Abram. He said, “Take Abram, Sarai, all
his people, animals and workers out of Egypt and make them go back to where they
came from!” And the soldiers did what the king said.

13
Abram and his nephew Lot split up

1-2Abram, Sarai, and Lot left Egypt andwent back to the dry country called TheNegev
with everything they owned. Abram was very rich now, he had a lot of silver and gold
and a big mob of animals.

3-4When they had been in The Negev for a while, they left that dry country and went
north. They moved from place to place until they got back to where they had camped
between the towns of Bethel and Ai. That was where Abram had built the stone altar to
show respect to God. That was where he prayed using the Lord's name.

5Abram and his nephew Lot were still travelling together. And just like Abram, Lot
had a big mob of sheep, goats, cattle and workers with him.

6-7But therewas a problem. Abram and Lot had toomany animals for that country to
feed. And so theworkers that looked after Abram's animals started to fight theworkers
that looked after Lot's animals. They were fighting about whose animals should get all
the grass and water.
The traditional owners of that countrywere called theCanaanite andPerrizite people

and they were still living there.
8Abram said to Lot, “I don't like this trouble. You and I are close relations, and I do not

want any trouble between us. And I don't want our workers arguing and fighting one
another.

9 I think we should split up. Take a look at all this country and you will see that there
is plenty of room for both of us. Iwant you to pickwhich part of the country youwant to
live in and I will go somewhere else. If you pick the country to the east side, then I will
take the country to thewest but if you pick thewest country, then Iwill take the country
to the east.”

10-12Lot looked towards a town called Zoar in the plain country that was around the
Jordan River. He saw that therewas plenty of grass andwater. He thought it looked just
like God's Garden, and the country in Egypt too. So Lot picked all the plain country to
the east, and Abram stayed up in the hill country called Canaan. Lot moved away from
Abram and there was nomore trouble.
In the plain country around the Jordan River there were a lot of towns, and Abram's

nephew made his camp near one of those towns called Sodom. When Lot picked that
country next to the Jordan River it was really beautiful. But some time later the Lord
blew up the 2 towns called Sodom and Gomorrah. And he burnt all the plain country
around them too.

13 You see, the people that lived in Sodom were very bad. They were always going
against God and doing bad things all the time.

Godmade a promise to Abram
14Then theLord said toAbram, “Lookat all the countryaroundyou. Look to thenorth,

to the south, to the east and to the west.
15 I am going to give you all the country that you can see. All that country will be for

you, your children, your grandchildren and all the families that will come after you. It
will be their country forever.
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16Look at the ground you are standing on Abram, there is toomuch dirt. Your family
will be like that dirt, there will be somany people that no one can count them.

17Abram, get up,walk everywhere and look at all the country that I amgiving to you.”
18 So Abram went to live near the Great Trees of Mamre near a town called Hebron.

Abrammade his camp there, and he built another altar of stones so that he could burn
animals to show respect to God.

14
Abram saved Lot

1-10 In that country there were 2 groups of kings. In the first group there were 4 kings
and theyworked together. And therewere 5 kings in the second group and theyworked
together. Every king had their own army of fightingmen.
King Kedor-lay-omer was the boss over all the kings in both groups and he lived in a

place called Elam. Here are the names of the other 3 kings in the first group, andwhere
they lived,
King Amrafel of Babylonia,
King Arioch of Ellasar, and
King Tidal of Goy-im.
Here is a list of the 2nd group of kings and where they lived,
King Bera of Sodom,
King Birsha of Gomorrah,
King Shinab of Admah,
King Shem-eber of Zeboy-im, and the
King of Bela. Zoar is the other name for Bela.
King Kedor-lay-omer was the boss over all the kings for 12 years. Then, at the end of

the 12 years, the group of 5 kings turned against King Kedor-lay-omer.
KingKedor-lay-omer and theother 3 kings inhis groupgot really upset about that and

a year later they went down to fight the group of 5 kings. On the way they stopped to
fight with some other people groups.
This is a list of those people and where they lived.
The Refaites in Ash-ter-oth Karnay-im,
the Zuzites in Ham,
the Emites in Shar-vay Kiriath-ay-im,
and the Hoorites in the hill country of Edom.
King Kedor-lay-omer'smenwent on fighting those people all theway to a place called

El-Paran, near the dry country.
King Kedor-lay-omer and his group were the winners over all these people and they

went back to the town of En-Mishpat, the other name for that townwas Kadesh.
They took all the land that belonged to the Amalekite people. And then they had a

fightwith the Amorite peoplewhowere living inHazezon-Tamar. King Kedor-lay-omer
and his group were the winners.
When all those fights were finished, theymarched to the Dead Sea that is in the plain

country called the Valley of Siddim. The armies of the 5 kings that had turned away
fromKingKedor-lay-omerwerewaiting for him and the other 3 kings and their armies.
Both groups of armies lined up and faced each other ready to fight. It was 4 kings and

their armies against 5 kings and their armies.
Kedor-lay-omer and his group of 3 kings were the winners over the 5 kings and their

armies.
13:16 Genesis 22:17; 28:14; 32:12; Hebrews 6:13-14; 11:12
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In that plain country called theValley of Siddim therewere a lot of holes in the ground
full of sticky black stuff called tar. When the fight was finished, the kings of Sodom and
Gomorrah and their armies ran away. Some of the men fell into those tar pits and the
rest of themen ran away up into the hills.

11King Kedor-lay-omer and his soldiers went to Sodom and Gomorrah and grabbed
all thepeople that lived there. Kedor-lay-omer'smen tookeverything thepeopleowned,
even their food, and then they started to go back to their own country.

12 Lot and his family were living in Sodom at that time, and so the soldiers grabbed
them too and took all their things.

Abram saved Lot and everything that was stolen
13-14Aman got away from the fight and ran to tell Abramwhat had happened to Lot.

At that time, Abram was living near the Great Trees that belonged to a man named
Mamre. Abram, the Hebrew man, was good friends with Mamre and his 2 brothers
named Eshcol and Aner. They belonged to a group of people named Amorites.
Abram,Mamre and his brothers were from different tribes but they had promised to

look after each other.
Abram had 318 fighting men in his camp. These men had lived with Abram all their

lives. So Abram and his men joined up with the 3 Amorite brothers and their fighting
men. Together they chasedKingKedor-lay-omer and the 3 other kings all thewaynorth
to a place called Dan.

15That night Abram split up all themenwith him into groups to fight King Kedor-lay-
omer and the other 3 kings. Abram and all his men won that fight and they chased the
kings and their men all the way to a place called Hobah that is north of a town called
Damascus.

16SoAbramsavedLot, andhe saved thewomenandall theotherpeople thathadbeen
taken from Sodom and Gomorrah. Abram took back all the things the kings had stolen
from Lot and all the things that were stolen from the people that lived in Sodom and
Gomorrah.

AbrammetMel-kiz-edek the king of Salem
17Abram and all his fighting men started to go back home after they beat Kedor-lay-

omer and the other kings.
The king of Sodomwent out to meet themwhen they got to the Valley of Shevah, the

low country between the hills. That low country was called the King's Valley.
18-19 In that country therewas aman namedMel-kiz-edekwhowas the king of a town

called Salem. Andhewas thepeople's ceremonyman for theOneTrueGod. And like the
king of Sodom,Mel-kiz-edekwent out tomeet Abram. Mel-kiz-edek gave Abram and all
the fightingmen some bread andwine and he blessed Abram.
This is the wayMel-kiz-edek blessed Abram.
Mel-kiz-edek prayed and said,
“God, you aremore powerful than any other god.
You are the one whomade heaven and earth.
And I ask you to do good things for Abram and tomake him strong.
20God, I want to thank you and tell everyone how great you are.
You are the one who helped Abram to be the winner over his enemies.”
When Mel-kiz-edek finished saying this, Abram got all the things that the kings had

stolen from the people of Sodom and Gomorrah and split them up into 10 heaps. He
gave one of those heaps to Mel-kiz-edek.

21 The king of Sodom said to Abram, “I only want my people back. You can keep
everything else.”
14:20 Psalms 110:4; Hebrews 5:6,10; 6:20; 7:1,10,11,15,17
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22-23But Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I tell you and I make a strong promise to
God, the God who made heaven and the earth, I will not take anything that belongs to
you. I will not even take a piece of string or a shoelace that belongs to you. You see, I do
not want you to say to anybody, ‘I made Abram rich. I gave him everything.’

24Theonly thingmymenand Iwill keep is the foodweate. Listen tomekingof Sodom,
I did not save your people and your things bymyself. These Amorite men named Aner,
Eshcol and Mamre helped me, and so you can give them their share of the things we
took back from the 4 kings”.

15
Godmade a strong promise to Abram

1 Later on, after Abram saved Lot from the 4 kings, the Lord talked to Abram in a
vision. It was like he was dreaming with his eyes open. The Lord said,

“Abram, don't be frightened,
I will keep you safe so that no one can hurt you,
and I am going to do a lot of good things for you.”
2-3 But Abram said, “O Lord. What can you give me? You have not given me the one

thing I reallywant. Youhavenot givenmeanychildren. When Idie, oneofmyworkmen
named Elee-ay-zer from Damascus, will get everything I have.”

4TheLord said toAbram, “I tell you. Thatman fromDamascuswill not get everything
when you die. I am going to give you a son and hewill be the onewho gets everything.”

5 Then the Lord took Abram outside the tent and said, “Look up at the sky and try to
count all those stars. You cannot do that. And just like those stars, therewill be somany
people in your family you will not be able to count them.”

6Abram believed the Lord's words, and so God said to himself, “Abram is a goodman
who lives the rightway forme. Noonecansay thathe is guiltyofdoinganythingwrong.”

Godmade another promise to Abram
7 The Lord said to Abram, “I am your God. I am the one who led you out of your

homeland of Ur in Kaldea, and I am going to give you this country to live in.”
8 But Abram asked, “O Lord. How can I know that I will have all this country for

myself?”
9 So the Lord said to Abram, “Bring me a cow that has not had a calf, a girl goat and

a boy sheep. All these animals have to be 3 years old. And I want you to bring me 2
different kinds of pigeons.”

10Abram did what God told him. He killed the animals and split them in half. He put
thehalves of the animals on the ground in2 lines so that their feetwerenearly touching.
But he did not cut the birds in half.

11Some eagles flew down and tried to eat the animals, but Abram chased them away.
12 As the sun went down, Abram fell into a really deep sleep and a scary darkness

came down on top of him.
13-15 Then the Lord said to Abram, “I want you to know for sure what will happen to

you later on. When you die, youwill be really old but youwill feel good and quiet inside
yourself.
But I have to tell you something. Later on, your family will leave this country and

move to another country. They will be strangers in that land and later on they will be
prisoners andhave towork veryhard. The people that live in that countrywill do really
bad things to your family for 400years. Then Iwill saveyourpeople from thathard time
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and Iwill punish that nation forwhat they did to your family. Your familywill be really
rich when they leave that country. They will have a lot of money and animals.

16And I will bring your family back here to this country that I have promised to you.
You see theAmorite people that live in this countrydo really bad things. They go against
me all the time and they are gettingworse andworse. And so, after your grandchildren
have grandchildren, I will take this country away from the Amorite people and give it
to your family.”

17When the sun went down and it was really dark, Abram saw a fire bucket with
smoke coming out of it and a fire stick. 18-21 This was the way God showed Abram that
he was serious about the promise he made. God said to him again, “I am going to give
all this country to your family, from the river in Egypt all theway to the great river You-
fray-tees that is in the country where you came from. This is a list of the tribes that live
in this country. They are called, the
Kenites, Kenizzites,
Kadmonites, Hittites,
Perizzites, Refay-ites,
Amorites, Canaanites,
Gir-gash-ites, and the Jebusites.
I will take this country away from all these people and give it to your family.”

16
Hagar and Ishmael

1-3 Abram and Sarai had lived in Canaan for 10 years and Sarai still did not have a
baby. She said to Abram, “I think God has stopped me from having my own baby. But I
have a plan, here ismy Egyptianworking girl, Hagar. I want you to take her as a second
wife. She belongs to me and so if she has a baby, then that baby will be mine.”

4Abramdidwhat Saraiwanted and sleptwithHagar. WhenHagar knew that shewas
going to have a baby, she started to rubbish Sarai.

5Sarai said to Abram, “I blame you for this trouble. I gave Hagar to you, and now that
she is having a baby she is rubbishing me. She hates me, and it's your fault. I want the
Lord to tell us who is right, you orme.”

6But Abram said to Sarai, “Hagar belongs to you. Do whatever you want with her.”
So Sarai gave Hagar such a hard time, she ran away.
7TheLord's angel foundHagar sittingat awaterholenear the road thatwent toa town

called Shur.
8The angel said to her, “Hagar, I know that you belong to Sarai, so why are you sitting

out here in the dry country. Where are you going?”
Hagar answered, “I am running way from Sarai.”
9The angel said to her, “I want you to go back to Sarai. She owns you, and so youmust

do what she says.”
10Then the angel said, “I am going to make the family that will come from you so big

that no one will be able to count them.
11 You are going to have a baby boy. I want you to name him Ishmael, which means

God listens. You see he has heard about your trouble.
12 But I have to tell you, Ishmael will be like a wild donkey. He will be against

everybody and everybody will be against him. He will always fight with his brothers.”
13Hagar heard what the angel said, and she knew that the message came from the

Lord. So she named him, You are the God who sees me. And she said to herself, “I have
seen the back of God. He is the one who sees me.”
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14From that time, the waterhole where the angel talked to Hagar, was called Beer La-
hai Roy. In that language it meansWaterhole that belongs to the living Godwho seesme.
That waterhole is between 2 places called Kadesh and Bered.

15Later on, Hagar had Abram's son and Abram named the baby Ishmael.
16Abramwas 86 years old when Ishmael was born.

17
Godmade a strong promise with Abram

1When Abramwas 99 years old, God visited him and said, “I am Godmost powerful.
I want you to live myway and do what I say is right.

2 We will make a strong promise to each another, and I will give you a really big
family.”

3Abram bowed downwith his face on the ground and God said to him,
4 “This is my side of the promise. You are going to be the father ofmany nations. A lot

of people are going to come from you.
5 And so, I am going to change your name. You are named Abram, which means

Respected Father, but I will change your name to Abraham. Abrahammeans Father of
ManyNations.

6 Yes, I will give you a very big family and later on it will split into different nations.
Some of your family will be the kings of those nations.

7 I will make this promise with you and all the family that comes after you, and this
promise will never end. I will be your God and I will be the God of all your family that
comes after you.

8YouAbrahamwill still live like a stranger in this country called Canaan, but later on,
I will give this country to the families that come from you. They will have this country
for themselves forever and I will be their God.”

9-10Then God said to Abraham, “You and all the families that come from you have to
keep your side of our promise too. This is what you have to do. Every man and boy in
your camp has to have the youngmen's ceremony.

11 You all have to have that ceremony to show that we have made this promise
together.

12-13 Every boy born into your family from now on, must have that operation when
they are 8 days old. Everyman slave worker you got from somewhere else who lives in
your camphas to have that ceremony too. Every boy born into a slave familymust have
that operationwhen they are 8 days old. And so, everyman and boy in your campmust
have the mark of that operation on their bodies. Abraham, those marks show that you
and I made this promise together, a promise that will be true forever.

14Any man or boy that does not have that ceremony mark has broken our promise
and will be sent away from his tribe.”

15Then God said to Abraham, “I am going to change your wife's name too. Her name
is Sarai, but now youmust name her Sarah.

16 I will do a good thing for her and together you will have a son. Yes, I will do this
good thing for her so that she will be called theMother of Many Nations, and kings will
come from her.”

17Abraham bowed down on the ground again and laughed. He said to himself, “I am
nearly 100 years old and Sarah is 90, how canwe have a baby? We are too old.”
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18 And so Abraham said to God, “Might be, my son Ishmael can be the son you
promisedme.”

19But God said to Abraham, “Listen to me. What I say is true, Sarah will have a baby
boy, and youwill namehim Isaac. Hewill be the one that gets all the promises Imade to
you. The promise I made with you, will be the same for him and for all the family that
comes from him. And again I tell you, that promise will last forever.

20 Abraham, you asked me about Ishmael. I will do good things for him too. I will
make away for him to have a really big family and 12 rulerswill come from that family.
In that way Ishmael's family will become a great nation.

21But I tell you, Sarah will have a baby boy about this time next year and when he is
grown up, I will make the same promise with Isaac that I just made with you.”

22God said all this, and then he left Abraham.
23-27 Straight away, on that same day, Abraham, Ishmael and every man and boy in

Abraham's camphad that youngmen's ceremony. Even all theworkers thatwere slaves
fromother countries had that operation too. Ishmaelwas 13 andAbrahamwas99years
old when they had that ceremony.

18
God promised to give Abraham and Sarah a son

1 Some time later, when Abraham was camped near the Great Trees of Mamre, the
Lord came to talk to Abraham again. It was the hottest part of the day and Abraham
was sitting in the doorway of his tent.

2He looked up and saw 3 men standing there. When Abraham saw them, he left his
tent and ran tomeet them. Heboweddownwithhis face on the ground in front of them.

3-5He said, “My lord, if you are happywithme, please come and sit downwithme. Let
me look after you, and Iwill get someone to bringwater so that you canwash your feet.
You can rest under this tree and I get some food ready for you. When you have finished
eating, you will feel strong again and then you can keep going.”
The 3men said, “Thank you, yes, we will do that.”
6Straight away, Abrahamwent and found Sarah in the tent and said, “Quick, get some

of our best flour andmake bread for our visitors.”
7Then he ran and picked a nice young calf from hismob of cattle. He gave it to one of

his workers, who quickly killed the calf and cooked it for themen.
8 Abraham gave the men some milk, yogurt and meat to eat, and then stood in the

shade of a tree.
9Themen said to Abraham, “Where is your wife Sarah?”
Abraham answered, “She is right there in our tent.”
10Sarahwas sitting in the tent behindwhere themenwere eating, and she heard one

of the men say, “I will come back to visit you this time next year, and Sarah will have a
baby boy.”

11-12 Sarah could not believe it, and so she laughed to herself. She was thinking, “My
husband Abraham is really old and I am too old and worn out to have my own baby. I
will never be happy that way.”

13The Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh? Why did she say to herself, ‘I am
too old to have a baby?’

14 I tell you, God candoanything. Just like I said, at the right timenext year, Iwill come
back to visit you, and Sarah will have a baby boy.”

15 Sarah was frightened and so she lied and said, “I did not laugh.”
But the Lord said, “Yes you did. You did laugh.”
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Abraham tried to save Sodom
16When the3menfinishedeating, they gotup to leave. Abrahamwalkedwith themto

say goodbye and as they walked along themen looked down at the town called Sodom.
17 The Lord was saying to himself as they walked, “Is it a good idea to tell Abraham

what I am going to do, or will I say nothing?
18Abraham's familywill beabigandpowerfulnationoneday, and Iwill usehis family

to do good things for all the nations on the earth.
19 I havepickedhimso that he can teachhis family to livemywayanddowhat is right.

If Abraham's family do these things, I will keepmy promise to him.”
20 Then the Lord said, “Abraham, I have heard about all the really bad things that

happen in Sodom and Gomorrah. And I am shocked to hear what those people do.
21 I amgoing to godownandfindout ifwhat I hear is true. If it is true, Iwill burn those

towns.”
22 Straight away, the other 2 men turned and walked towards Sodom. They left

Abraham standing next to the Lord.
23Abraham turned to the Lord and asked, “Are you going to kill all the good people

when you kill all the bad people that have gone against you?
24-25 There might be 50 good people in that town. Will you still burn it? I don't think

you will do that. I know that you are the judge of the whole world and you always do
what is right. And I don't think you will do to the good people what you are going to do
to the bad people.”

26The Lord answered, “Ok Abraham. If I find 50 people that live my way in Sodom, I
will leave that town alone. Those 50 good people will save everyone else in the town.”

27-28Abrahamasked again, “I know that I am just aman, but Iwant to ask you another
question. What if there are only 45 good people who live your way. Will you still burn
the town?”
God answered, “If I find 45 good people, I will not burn the town.”
29Again Abraham asked, “What if there are only 40 good people there?”
God said, “If I only find 40 good people, I will not burn the town.”
30And again, Abraham asked, “Please do not get angry withme, but what if there are

only 30 good people?”
God said, “I will not burn the town if there are 30 good people.”
31Abraham asked, “I know that I am being brave to ask you this but, what if there are

only 20 people that live your way in the town?”
God answered, “I will not burn the town if I find 20 good people there.”
32Abraham said, “Please do not be angry with me if I ask one last question. What if

you only find 10 good people in that town?”
God answered, “If I find 10 good people, I will not burn that town.”
33When they finished talking, the Lord left Abraham and Abrahamwent back to his

camp.

19
Themen in Sodom are really bad

1 The sun was going down when the 2 angels got close to Sodom. At that time,
Abraham's nephew who was named Lot was sitting near the town gate. When he saw
the men coming, he went out to meet them. He bowed down and put his face on the
ground in front of them.

2He said, “My lords. Come and stay in my house. You can wash your feet and rest
before you leave tomorrow.”
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The angels answered, “No, it's ok! Wewill sleep outside in the park.”
3ButLot asked themagainandagain to staywithhim inhishouse. Andso, the2angels

went with him. Lot cooked some good food for them, and they ate the food with some
flat bread.

4-5 Before the angels went to sleep, all the men in Sodom, both young and old, came
and stood around Lot's house and shouted, “Where are the 2 men that came to your
house tonight? Bring them out here so that we can take them to bed.”

6-7Lot went outside and shut the door. He said to the men, “My friends, please do not
do this really bad thing.

8 Look, I have 2 daughters. They are both young girls that have never been with a
man. Let me bring them out here for you so that you can do whatever you want to do
with them. But please donot do anybad thing to thesemen. They are living inmyhouse
and under our law, I have to keep them safe.”

9But the men of Sodom said to each other, “This man is a stranger here and he wants
to tell us what to do. He has no right to do that.” And so they said, “Get out of ourway or
we will do even worse things to you.” They started to push Lot back against the house.
They wanted to break the door down and grab themen that were inside.

10 But the 2 angels quickly opened the door and pulled Lot inside and shut the door
again.

11Straight away the angels used their power to blind all themen outside the house, so
that themen could not even find the door.

12-13 Then the angels said to Lot, “Do you have any more family here in Sodom? Do
you have any more children? Are there any men that are married to your daughters,
or anyone else that belongs to you? You see the people in this town are so bad, God has
sent us to burn the whole town. You have to get your family away from here, straight
away.”

14 So Lot went and found the men that were promised to marry his 2 daughters. He
said to them, “You have to get out of Sodom. God is going to burn the town.” But the 2
men thought Lot was joking.

15Very early thenext day, the angels tried to get Lot to leave Sodomquickly. They said,
“Hurry up Lot. Get your wife and daughters and get away from here. If you do not get
away, you will die like everyone else.”

16But Lot did not hurry, so one of the angels grabbed Lot's hand and his wife's hand,
and the other angel grabbed the hands of Lot's 2 daughters and led them quickly out of
the town. You see, God wanted Lot and his family to be safe.

17As soon as theywere all outside, one of the angels said to them, “Run away quickly.
Do not look back, but keep running until you get to the hills. Do not stop anywhere on
the plain country. If you don't do as I say, you will die like all the people in Sodom.”

18-19 Lot said to one of the angels, “My lord, you have been very kind to me and you
have savedmy life, but I cannot run all theway to the hill country, it is too far. I just can't
make it and so I will die like everyone else.

20Look there is a little town over there. Maybe I could run there and be safe. It is not
too far for me.”

21The angel answered, “Ok, Iwill let you go to that little town. Iwill not burn it up and
youwill be safe there.

22 But run quickly. I will not do anything until you are safe in that little town called
Zoar.” In that language Zoar means Little.

God sent fire onto Sodom and Gomorrah
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23-25 Just as Lot and his daughters got to Zoar, the sun came up. Then the Lord sent
burning stone called sulfur down from the sky onto Sodom and Gomorrah. Both those
towns and all the plain country around them was burnt. All the people, all the plants
and every living thing there died.

26But Lot'swife turned around and looked atwhatwas happening, and straight away
her body turned into a block of salt.

27-28 Early the next day, Abraham went to the place where he talked with God. He
looked down the hill at where the 2 towns, SodomandGomorrah used to be. The towns
andeverythingon theplaincountrywasonfire. Therewasa lotof smoke, like thesmoke
from a really big bushfire.

29 And so, what God told Abraham came true that day. God could not find 10 good
people in the towns and so he sent fire and burned them up. But God was kind to
Abraham and God saved Lot and his 2 daughters.

Lot's daughters do the wrong thing
30Lot and his daughterswere frightened to stay in Zoar and so theywent and lived in

a cave up in the hill country.
31One day the oldest daughter said to her sister, “Our father is really old, and there

are nomen around here that will marry us.
32Let's get our father drunk and get him to sleep with us so that we can have babies.

That way our family line will keep going.”
33 So, that night the 2 daughters got their father drunk and the oldest daughter slept

with her father so that she could have a baby. Lot was so drunk he did not know what
happened.

34The next morning, the older daughter said to her sister, “I slept with our father last
night. It's your turn now. Wewill get him drunk again tonight and you can go and sleep
with him. Then wewill both have babies and our family line will keep going.”

35The 2 sisters got their father drunk again and the younger daughter slept with her
father. And again, Lot had no idea what happened.

36And so both sisters had babies from their father.
37 The oldest daughter had a son and she named him Moab which means in their

language,He came frommy father. All the families that came from that son were called
Moabites and they are still living today.

38 The younger daughter had a son too, and she named him Ben-Ammi. In their
language itmeansSonofmyrelation. All the families that camefromthis sonwerecalled
Ammonites and they are still living today.

20
Abraham tricked Abimelek

1Later on, Abrahammoved his camp south to the dry country called The Negev and
camped between the 2 towns called Kadesh and Shur in a place called Gerar.

2 Abimelek, the king of Gerar heard about Sarah, so he sent someone to get her. He
wanted Sarah to be his wife. And it was there that Abraham again said, “Sarah is my
sister.”

3God was not happy with Abimelek's plan. And so one night God spoke to Abimelek
in a dream and said, “You are going to die. You have taken Sarah to be your wife. She is
alreadymarried to Abraham.”

4-5 At that time, Abimelek had not touched Sarah or gone to bed with her and so he
said to the Lord, “But Lord! Abraham said that Sarah was his sister, and she said that
19:23-25Deuteronomy 29:23; Jeremiah 49:18; 50:40; Lamentations 4:6; Matthew 10:15,; 11:23-24; Luke 10:12; 17:29;
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Abrahamwas her brother. I did not know that I was doing something wrong. I thought
she was not married. Would you kill me and all my people who have done nothing
wrong?”

6God answered him, “Yes I know that you did nothing wrong. You did not know that
Sarah was a married woman. That is why I stopped you from doing the wrong thing
with her.

7Give Sarah back to Abraham. He is my special man and he will pray for you so that
you do not die. But I tell you, if you do not give her back to Abraham, I will kill you and
everyone who lives with you.”

8 So early the next day, Abimelek called a meeting for all his important workers. He
told them everything that God had said and they were all very frightened.

9ThenAbimelek sent someone to get Abraham to come to themeeting. Abimelek said
toAbraham, “What have youdone! Andwhat have I done to you so that youpayus back
with this trouble? You have done the wrong thing to me andmy people.

10What were you thinking? Why did you tell everyone that Sarah was your sister?”
11Then Abraham answered and said, “I didn't think anyone here respected God, and

I was frightened that you would kill me so that you could have Sarah as your wife.
12 But it is true. Sarah is my wife and she is my sister. We have the same father but

different mothers. In our culture, we are allowed to marry our half-sisters and so that
is what I did.

13When God told me to leave my father's country, we moved from place to place. I
was frightened for myself and so I said to her, ‘If you love me you have to tell everyone
that you aremy sister. Then I will be safe.’ ”

14Abimelek did what God told him to do. He gave Sarah back to Abraham, and gave
him some sheep and cattle as well as men andwomenworkers as a present.

15Abimelek said to Abraham, “Friend, look at all my country. You can live anywhere
you like.”

16Then Abimelek said to Sarah, “I gave your brother Abraham a lot of silver in front
of everyone, to show that you did nothing wrong.”

17-18 Then Abraham prayed to God, and God made Abimelek strong again. And he
madeAbimelek'swifeandall thewomenwho lived inhishousebetter so that theycould
have babies again. You see God had stopped all the women from having babies when
Abimelek tried to marry Sarah.

21
Sarah had a son named Isaac

1-3 The Lord was kind to Sarah and she found out that she was going to have a baby.
Then, at the right time, thebaby that theLordpromised to Sarahwasborn. And soSarah
gave that old man Abraham a son. And Abraham named the baby Isaac which means
Laughing.

4Abrahamrememberedhis side of thepromisehemadewithGod. And sowhen Isaac
was 8 days old, Abraham did the young men's operation on Isaac to show that Isaac
belonged to God.

5Abrahamwas 100 years old when Isaac was born.
6 Sarah said, “God has given me a chance to laugh now, and everyone who hears my

story will laugh and be happy withme.”
7 Then she said, “We are so old that no one thought that Abraham and I could ever

have a baby. But nowwe have a son.”
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8 Isaac grew and on the day he stopped just having milk and started to eat food,
Abraham gave a big party.

Abraham sent Hagar and Ishmael away from his camp.
9-10One day Sarah saw Ishmael and Isaac playing together. And she started to worry

that Hagar's son Ishmael would get a share of everything after Abraham died. So she
said to Abraham, “When you die, my son Isaac must get everything you own. Hagar's
sonmust not get anything. Send him and his mother away from here.”

11Abrahamwas really upset by Sarah's words, you see, Ishmael was his son too.
12 But God said to Abraham, “Do not worry about Ishmael. It is ok. I will look after

him and his mother. You should listen to Sarah and do what she says. Remember that I
promised you a family. That family will come from Isaac, not Ishmael.

13 I will give Ishmael a family too. His family will grow into a nation. He is your son
and that is why I will do good things for him.”

14Thenextmorning, Abrahamgot some foodandawaterbag. Heput themonHagar's
shoulder and sent her and Ishmael out of the camp. Together they walked into the dry
country called Beersheba.

15-16 They walked until there was no water left in the water bag. They stopped and
Hagar left Ishmael under a tree, and then she went and sat by herself a long way off.
She said to herself, “I cannot watch him die”, and she started to cry.

17-18Godheard theboy crying tooand sohe sent anangel fromheaven to talk toHagar.
He said to her, “Why are you upset? God has heard Ishmael crying under that tree. Go
and get your son, anddonot be frightened. I promise you, a great nationwill come from
your son.”

19Then God showed her where to find awaterhole. She filled the water bag and gave
Ishmael a drink.

20-21God kept Ishmael safe as he grew up in the dry country called Paran. He learned
how to be a great hunter and later on Hagar got a wife for him from Egypt.

Abraham and Abimelekmade a promise together
22Oneday, Abimelek and the leader of his armycalledFycol, came to talk toAbraham.

It was Abimelek who had nearly married Sarah.
Abimelek said toAbraham, “Weknow thatGod is very good to you andhelps youwith

everything you do.
23But, Abraham, you are not one of my people. You are a stranger living here in my

country and I have been kind to you and to all your people. And so, I want you to be
kind to me and to all my people. And I want you to promise me that you will never try
to trickme, or the family that comes after me. And I want you to say, ‘God, punishme if
I break this promise.’ ”

24Abraham said, “Abimelek, I promise to do the right thing to you and to your family.
And I say, ‘God, I want you to punishme if I breakmy promise to Abimelek’.”

25 Then Abraham said to Abimelek, “We have just promised to be good friends, but I
have a problem. Some of your people grabbed one of ourwaterholes, and then stopped
us from getting any water from it.”

26Abimelek said, “I do not knowwho did this. Why didn't you tell me before now?”
27Abrahamwent to his camp and picked some sheep and cows and took themback to

the meeting. He gave the animals to Abimelek and the 2 menmade strong promises to
each other again.

28Abraham picked 7 girl lambs and put them to one side.
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29 Abimelek asked, “Why did you put these 7 girl lambs to one side. What does it
mean?”

30 Abraham answered, “I want to give you these lambs as a present. When people
see you take these sheep from me they will know that you and I agree that I dug this
waterhole.”

31 From that time on, that place was called Beersheba. You see in that language
it means Promise Waterhole, and it was where Abraham and Abimelek made strong
promises to each other.

32 Then Abimelek and Fycol, the leader of his army, went back home to the country
where the Philistines lived.

33AbrahamplantedaTamarisk tree inBeersheba. Hedid this tomark theplacewhere
he prayed and showed respect to the one true Godwho lives forever.

34Abraham and all his people lived in the land that belonged to the Philistines for a
very long time. But they were always strangers in that country.

22
Godwanted to know if Abraham really trusted him

1Along time laterGodwanted toknowifAbrahamreally trustedhimwitheverything.
God called out to him and said, “Abraham.”
And Abraham answered, “Yes God I am listening to you.”
2 Then God said, “I know that you love your special son Isaac, but I want you to take

him to the country calledMoriah. On one of the big hills that Iwill showyou, Iwant you
to show howmuch you respect me. I want you to kill Isaac there and burn his body on
a table made of stones called an altar.”

3Thenextmorning, Abrahamcutwood for thefire and tied thewoodontohis donkey.
He took his son Isaac and 2workmen, and they started towalk to the place that Godwas
taking him to.

4-5 They had walked for nearly 3 days when Abraham looked up and saw the place
God talked about. It was a long way off, but he said to his workmen, “I want you to stay
here with the donkey. The boy and I will go over there to show respect to God, then we
will come back to you.”

6-7Abraham put the wood onto Isaac's back and Abraham carried the fire stick and
the knife. Abraham and Isaac walked along for a while, then Isaac said, “Father.”
Abraham answered, “Yes, my son.”
Isaac said, “Wehave thewood and the fire stick, but where is the young sheepwe are

going to burn to show respect to God?”
8Abraham answered, “Godwill give us the animal so that we can show him respect.”

And they walked on together.
9They got to the place God wanted Abraham to go to. Abraham piled up some stones

tomake the altar andput thewood on the top. Thenhe tied uphis son Isaac andput him
on top of the wood.

10-11Abraham picked up his sharp knife andwas about to kill Isaac, but an angel sent
from God called out to him from heaven. The angel said, “Abraham, Abraham.”
And Abraham answered, “Yes, I can hear you”.
12 The angel said, “Do not kill Isaac or hurt him in any way. Now I can see that you

respect God somuch that you are ready to kill your special son.”
13Abraham looked around him and saw a boy sheep with its horns stuck in a bush.

He took Isaac off thewood and let him go free. ThenAbrahamgrabbed the sheep, killed
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it, and put the sheep on the altar table where Isaac had been lying. So Abraham did not
burn Isaac, he burnt the sheep to show respect for God.

14Abraham called that place,Godwill give youwhat you need. Even today, people say,
“On the Lord's Mountain, he will give you what you need.”

15-16God's angel called out to Abraham from heaven a second time and said, “Abra-
ham, I make my promise with you again. I saw that you were ready to give your son,
your only son, to me.

17And so, I will do really good things for you and make you strong. I will give you a
big family. Your children's children and all those that come from themwill be somany,
that they will be like the stars in the sky. And just like you cannot count all the pieces of
dirt on the ground, your familywill be thatmany. Your familieswill grab the towns that
belong to any people that go against them.

18 And I will use your family to do good things for all the nations in the world. You
trustedme and did what I asked and so I will keepmy promise.”

19Abraham and Isaac walked back to where Abraham's workers were waiting with
the donkey and they all went back to their camp at Beersheba. Abraham and all his
people camped there for a long time.

Abraham got news about his brother's family
20-23Later on, someone came from Abraham's homeland with news about his family.

Abraham heard that his brother Nahor's first wife named Milcah had given birth to 8
sons. Theirnameswere,Uzwhowas theeldest, Buz,Kemuel,who laterhadasonnamed
Aram, Kesed, Hazo, Pildash, Jidlaf and Bethuel.
Bethuel grew up and had a daughter named Rebekah.
24Nahor had a second wife named Reumah. She had sons for Nahor and they were

named, Tebar, Gaham, Tahash andMaycar.

23
Sarah died

1-2Sarah lived for 127 years anddied at a place calledKiriathArba. Hebron is another
name for Kiriath Arba and is in the country called Canaan. Abrahamwas very sad and
he sat down to cry next to her body.

3Then he got up and had ameeting with the Hittite people who owned that country.
4Abraham said to them, “I am a stranger here, andmywife has died. Can I buy some

land from you so that I can bury her body?”
5-6TheHittite people answered, “Sir. Weknow that you are a great leader living in our

country. You can bury your wife in the best place in our cemetery. We respect you and
so no one will stop you.”

7-9Abraham got down on his knees in front of the Hittite people. He said, “Thank you,
but can you ask themannamedEfron son of Zohar, if I can buy the cave in a place called
Mack-pelah? Iwant to pay the full price for that cave so that I canburymywife the right
way for my culture. If I pay Efron that money, you will all know that from now on it is
our cemetery.”

10-11 Efron the Hittite was at the meeting. He said to Abraham, “Sir, I am going say
something to you in front of all these witnesses. I will give you the cave and the whole
paddock as a present. Go and bury your wife in that cave.”
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12-13 Abraham got down on his knees again in front of the Hittite people and said,
“Thank you, but I reallywant to pay you the full price for that paddock and cave. Please
accept mymoney so that I can burymywife properly.”

14-15 Efron answered Abraham, “Sir, that paddock and cave is worth only 400 pieces
of silver. It is like nothing to me. Please take the land and go and bury your wife.”

16Abraham agreed with the price and gave Efron the 400 pieces of silver in front of
the Hittite people whowere standing near the town gate.

17-20And so, the cave and all the trees that were in the paddock belonged to Abraham
and that was where he buried his wife Sarah.
Mack-pelahwasnearaplace calledMamre in thecountryofCanaan, and laterMamre

was called Hebron.
That is how Abraham got a cemetery for his family from the Hittite people.

24
Abraham gets awife for Isaac

1Right from the start, God was good to Abraham. And now that Abrahamwas really
old he wanted to find a wife for his son Isaac.

2-3Abraham had a special worker that looked after everything that Abraham owned.
One day, Abraham said to his worker, “I want you to find a wife for my son Isaac.
My countrymen have a promise ceremony and this is what we do when we make a

strong promise. Come here and put your hand onmy leg and promise me that you will
not get a wife for my son from the Canaanite families in this country. I want you to say
that promise out loud so that the God whomade heaven and earth hears what you say
and is a witness.

4 You see, I want you to go back to my homeland, and get a wife for Isaac from my
relatives.”

5 The worker asked, “What if the woman does not want to leave her homeland and
come here. What do you want me to do then? Maybe I could send Isaac back there to
find a wife for himself.”

6Abrahamanswered, “Noway! Makesureyoudonot take Isaacback tomyhomeland.
7The GodwhomadeHeaven toldme to leavemy country and allmy relations. He led

me to this country andmade a strong promise tome. He said, ‘I will give this country to
all the family that comes after you’.
God will send an angel to help you find the right woman for Isaac.
8 But if the woman God shows you does not want to leave her homeland and come

here to marry Isaac, you are free from your promise to me and to God. But I tell you
again. Youmust not takemy son back to my homeland.”

9 So the worker did what Abraham asked him to do. He put his hand on Abraham's
leg and said out loud, “I promise to go and find a wife for Isaac from your countrymen.
And I promise that I will never take Isaac out of this country.”

10 Then the worker took 10 camels to carry all the presents for Abraham's relations.
The worker travelled east and a little bit north towards the place where Abraham's
brother Nahor lived. Nahor's town was in a country called Meso-pot-aim-ia. This is
between the 2 great rivers called the Tigris and You-Fray-tees.

11The worker and his camels walked for many days until they got to the townwhere
Nahor lived. Abraham's worker made the camels get down on their knees to rest at a
waterhole just outside the town. When it was nearly night time, the young girls from
the town came out to the waterhole to get water in their billycans.
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12Then the worker prayed. He said, “O God, you are the one who looks after my boss
Abraham, please be kind to him today.

13 I am standing next to this waterhole and all the young girls from the town are
coming out to get water. Please help me pick the right girl for Abraham's son, Isaac.

14 I will say to one of them, ‘Can you giveme a drink?’ If she says ‘Yes,’ and if she says,
‘I will give your camels a drink too’, then I will know that she is the girl you have picked
for Isaac. And I will know that you have been very kind to my boss, Abraham.”

15 The worker was still praying when Rebekah walked out of the town with a big
billycan on her shoulder. Rebekah's father was named Bethuel and his parents were
Milcah and Nahor. And Nahor was Abraham's brother.

16Rebekah was a very beautiful young girl who had never gone to bed with aman.
She went down into the waterhole, filled up her billycan with water and started to

walk back up.
17 Abraham's worker ran to her and said, “Can I have a drink of water from your

billycan?”
18 Rebekah answered, “Yes, my master, please have a drink.” And she gave him the

billycan.
19When Abraham's worker finished his drink, Rebekah said, “Wait, I will get water

for your camels too.”
20 Then she went quickly and put the rest of the water from the billycan into a big

water bucket to let the camels have a drink. Shewent back to thewaterhole to getwater
again and again, until all the camels finished drinking.

21 Abraham's worker stood quietly next to the waterhole. He watched to see if God
had answered his prayers and led him to the right girl for Isaac to marry.

22When the camels had finished drinking, Abraham'sworker got out a gold nose ring
and 2 gold arm bands, and gave them to Rebekah.

23He asked Rebekah, “Who is your father? Is there somewhere we can camp at your
place?”

24Rebekahanswered, “My father's name is Bethuel. Andmygrandparents areMilcah
and Nahor.

25We have plenty of room and food for you and your camels.”
26Abraham's worker bowed down to show respect for God.
27He said, “Thank you God. Lord, you are so good. You have kept your promise and

you have been very kind to my boss, Abraham. You have ledme to his relations.”
28-30 Rebekah ran home to tell everyone in her mother's camp about the man at the

waterhole and showed them the ring and arm bands. When Rebekah's brother Laban
heard her story and saw the gold ring and gold bands on her arms, he ran back to the
waterhole and found Abraham's worker still standing with his camels.

31Laban said to Abraham's worker, “God has been good to you. He has kept you safe
and led you to our camp. Don't stand out here at thewaterhole but come home and stay
with us. We have plenty of room for your camels.”

32Abraham's worker and his men followed Laban to his camp. They took everything
off the camels and gave the camels food to eat and grass to sleep on. Theworker and his
menwere given somewater so that they could wash their feet.

33Then Rebekah's brother Laban gave them some food. But Abraham's worker said,
“I cannot eat until I tell you why I came here.”
Laban said to him, “Ok, tell us why you are here.”
34Abraham's worker said, “I work for Abraham.
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35And God has been really good to him, he is a richman now. God has given him a lot
of sheep and cattle, camels and donkeys as well as a lot of men and women that work
for him. He has a lot of money too.

36 Abraham's wife, Sarah was really old when God made a way for her to give
Abraham a son, and so Abraham has given him everything.

37ButAbrahamwasworriedabout getting awife forhis son, and sohemadememake
a promise out loud so that Godwas a witness. I had to say, ‘I will not get a wife for Isaac
from any of the families in the Canaanite country where Abraham lives.’

38 Abraham said to me, ‘You have to go to my homeland and find my relations. You
should be able to find a wife for Isaac there.’

39But I asked Abraham, ‘What if the young girl will not comewithme?’
40-41Abraham said, ‘I have trustedGod for a long time. I knowhewill send an angel to

help you. Hewill help you find the right girl for Isaac frommy father's family. But if the
girl's relations will not let her go with you, you will be free from the promise youmade
tome and to God.’

42And so, when I got to the waterhole today, I prayed to God and said, ‘O God, I know
my boss respects and trusts you. So please help me finish the job he sent me to do.’

43 I said, ‘God, I am standing next to this waterhole and I will wait for a young girl
to come and get water. I will say to her, “Please can I have a drink of water from your
billycan?” ’

44And if she says to me, ‘Yes, have a drink and I will get water for your camels too,’
then I will know that she is the girl you have picked for Abraham's son.

45 Even before I finished praying, Rebekah came out from your camp with her
billycan. She went down and got water from the waterhole. And when she came out
I asked her, ‘Please can I have a drink of water from your billycan?’

46 Straight away she put her billycan down and said, ‘Yes, have a drink and I will get
water for your camels too.’ So I had a drink and she gave water to my camels.

47Then I asked her, ‘Who is your father?’
She answered, ‘My father is Bethuel and his parents are Milcah and Nahor.’ When I

heard her say the nameNahor, I knew that God had shownme the right girl and so I put
the gold ring in her nose and put the gold bands on her arms.

48 Then I bowed my head and said, ‘Thank you’ to the God that my master Abraham
respects. You see, it was Godwhohad ledme straight tomymaster's relatives and tomy
master's niece. It was God that helpedme find a wife for mymaster's son.

49And so now you have heardmy story. Will you do the right thing for Abraham and
be kind to him? Will you let me take Rebekah homewithme? If you say no, I will make
other plans.”

50Rebekah's brother Laban and her father Bethuel answered, “Webelieve your story
and we can see that Godmade all this happen. We cannot change God's plan.

51Here is Rebekah. Take her to Abraham's country so that she can be Isaac's wife. It
is what God wants.”

52When Abraham's worker heard this, he bowed down and said, “Thank you God.”
53Then he gave Rebekah some really nice clothes, and pretty things towearmade out

of silver and gold. He gave her brother Laban and hermother presents that cost a lot of
money.

54Then Abraham's worker and his men ate their food andwent to sleep.
The nextmorning, Abraham'sworker said to everyone, “I thinkwe should start going

back to Abraham today.”
55But Laban and Rebekah's mother said, “Can you let the young girl stay here for 10

more days, and then go?”



Genesis 24:56 33 Genesis 25:7-8

56But Abraham's worker said to them, “God has made everything good so far. Please
do not stopme from going back to Abraham today.”

57 So Laban and Rebekah's mother said, “We will talk to Rebekah and ask her what
she wants to do.”

58They asked Rebekah, “Are you ready to go with this man andmarry Isaac?”
Rebekah answered, “Yes I am ready. I will go.”
59-61 Then Rebekah's family asked God to give Rebekah good things and make her

strong,
They said,
“We ask God to give you a lot of children and grandchildren.
We ask God to make your family strong so that they can beat any people who try to

fight them.”
And so, Laban and all Rebekah's family said goodbye to her and they were happy for

her to go andmarry Isaac.
There was awoman that had looked after Rebekah from the time shewas a little girl.

And sowhen Rebekah got ready to leave her family, she took thewomanwith her. They
climbed up onto their camels, and followed Abraham's worker as he left the camp.

62Back in Canaan, Isaac left his camp in aplace calledBeer La-hai Roy andwent south
to live in that dry country called The Negev.

63As Isaac was walking out in the paddocks late one day, he looked up and saw a big
mob of camels coming towards him.

64-65 Rebekah looked up too and saw Isaac. She got down off her camel and asked
Abraham's worker, “Who is that manwalking over there?”
The worker answered, “That is Abraham's son, Isaac.”
Rebekah got some cloth and covered her face. In her culture, that is what young girls

did when they saw theman they were going to marry.
66Then Abraham's worker told Isaac everything that happened.
67 Isaac married Rebekah and took her to live in the tent that his mother Sarah used

to live in. And so, Rebekah was now Isaac's wife and he loved her. Isaac was very sad
about losing his mother, but Rebekahmade him happy again.

25
Abrahammarried Keturah

1 Some time after Sarah died, Abraham married another woman and her name was
Keturah.

2Abraham and Keturah had 6 sons together and their names were Zimran, Jokshan,
Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah.

3Later on, Jokshan became the father of Sheba andDedan, andwhenDedan grewup,
he had 3 sons. From these 3 sons came the Assyrian, Letush and Leum people.

4Midian had 5 sons, and they were named Efah, Effer, Hanock, Abida, and Elday-ah.
All these people came from Abraham and Keturah.

5-6Before he died, Abrahamwas very kind to the sons he hadwithHagar andKeturah
and gave them a lot of presents. But he sent them away to live in country to the East.
He did not want them to live close to Isaac. And so, when Abraham died, Isaac got
everything that belonged to his father.

Abraham died
7-8Abrahamwas175yearsoldwhenhediedandhewasburied just likehisold father's

before him. He had lived a long time and had a good life.
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9-10His 2 sons, Isaac and Ishmael took Abraham's body and put it in the same cave
where Abraham buried his wife Sarah. It was calledMack-pelah andwas nearMamre.
Abraham had paid Efron for that land. Efron's father was named Zoar the Hittite.

11 Isaac lived near Beer La-hai Roy after Abraham died and it was there that Godwas
good to Isaac.

This is Ishmael's Story
12Many years before, Sarah had an Egyptian woman that worked for her. Her name

was Hagar. When Sarah found that she could not have a baby, she gave Hagar to be
like a wife for Abraham. Sarah did this so that Hagar and Abraham could have a baby
together. Hagar did have a son and Abraham named him Ishmael. Later on, Abraham
sentHagar and Ishmael away fromhis camp. ButGodhadpromisedHagar that Ishmael
would have a big family.

This is the family that came from Ishmael
13-15 This is a list of Ishmael's sons. Neb-you-cad-nezzaray-oth, was the oldest, then

Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam, Mishma, Dumah, Massa, Hadad, Tema, Jetur, Nafish, and
Kedemahwas the youngest.

16 Each of the 12 sons was the leader of his own tribe and they all lived in their own
country.

17 Ishmael died when he was 137 years old.
18 The tribes that came from Ishmael lived in a big area that went from Havilah to

Shur. Shur is near the Egyptian border, on the west side of Assyria. And what the angel
said to Hagar years before at the waterhole, came true. Ishmael's mob did fight with
each other all the time.

This is Isaac's story
19This is the story of Abraham's son named Isaac.
20 Isaac was 40 years old when he married Rebekah. She came from Abraham's

country andwas the daughter of Bethuel who lived in Harran. Her brother's namewas
Laban and he was called The Aramean.

21 Isaac and Rebekah were married for 20 years and they still did not have any
children and so Isaac prayed for her. God heard his prayer and later on Rebekah knew
she was going to have a baby.

22 But she was going to have twins and they started to fight each other even before
theywere born. Rebekahwas upset and said to herself, “Why is this happening tome?”
Then she prayed to the Lord.

23And the Lord said to her,
“There are 2 boys inside you.
One day, they will be 2 nations.
And they will be against each other all the time.
One nation will be stronger than the other,
and the boy that is born second
will be the boss over the boy that is born first.”
24-25On the day the twinswere born, the first onewas all red and had hair all over his

body like a coat, and so they named him Esau.
26When the second baby was born, he was holding his brother's foot so they named

him Jacob. Jacob means Tricky One in their language. Isaac was 60 years old when his
sons were born.

27When the boys grew up, Esau was a very good hunter. He loved being out in the
bush, but Jacob was a quiet manwho like to stay around his parent's camp.
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28 Isaac loved to eat the bush food that Esau took home and so Esau was Isaac's
favourite son, but Rebekah loved Jacob the best.

Esau gave up his place in the family
29-30 One day, Esau came home after hunting, and he was really hungry. He found

Jacob cooking some stew and said, “I am really hungry, give me some of that red stew.”
And that is why people named him Edom. It means Red.

31 Jacob answered, “I will give you the stew, if you give me your place in the family.
Thatmeans that Iwill be like the oldest son andwill getmore than you,when our father
dies.”

32Esau said, “I am so hungry that I feel like I am going to die. I am not worried about
getting my father's things after he dies.”

33 But Jacob said, “First, you have to make a strong promise to me.” And so Esau
promised that Jacob would be the leader of the family after Isaac died. It was like Esau
sold his place in the family for a bowl of stew.

34 Jacob gave Esau some bread and stewwith vegetables in it. Esau ate and drank and
then he went away. In this way, Esau showed that he did not care about being the next
leader of the family after Isaac died.

26
Godmade the same promise to Isaac that had hemade to Abraham

1-6There came a time when there was not much food in the country where Isaac and
Rebekahwere living. But God said to Isaac, “Donot go down to Egypt. I want you to stay
in this country.
This hard timewill not last long and I will bless you, I will look after you and do good

things for you andmake you strong.
Just like I promised your father Abraham, Imake this same promise to you. Iwill give

you all this country. Yes, I will give it to you and to all the family that comes from you.
And just like I promised your father, your familywill be like the stars in the sky, theywill
be so many you will not be able to count them. Your family will have this country and
I will use them to do good things for all the people in the world. Your father Abraham
listened tomeanddid everything I told him to do. That iswhy I ammaking this promise
to you now.”
Isaac moved his camp to Gerar and stayed there. This was the country where

Abimelek was the king of the Philistines.
7 The men in Gerar saw Rebekah and saw that she was very beautiful. They asked

Isaac who she was and he said, “She is my sister.” You see, Isaac was frightened that if
he said, “She is mywife”, the menwould kill him so that they could have her.

8 Isaac and Rebekah lived there for a long time. One day Abimelek, king of the
Philistines looked down from his window and saw Isaac hugging and kissing Rebekah.

9Abimelek sent someone to get Isaac and when he arrived, Abimelek said, “Rebekah
is your wife! Why did you tell everyone that she is your sister?”
Isaac answered, “I was frightened that one of your men might kill me so that they

could have her for a wife.”
10Abimelekwas angrywith Isaac and said, “Whatwere you thinking? One ofmymen

might have taken Rebekah as his wife. That manwould not know that he had done the
wrong thing, but all of our people would be guilty for what happened!”

11Then Abimelekmade a new law and said to his people, “Anyone that hurts Isaac or
Rebekah will be killed!”
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Isaac gets very rich
12-13While Isaac lived in Gerar, he started to grow seed plants. The Lord was good to

Isaac, and in that first year his plants grew somuch seed that he became very rich.
14 Isaac had somany sheep, cattle andworkmen that the Philistine people in that land

were jealous of him.
15 They were so jealous, they filled in the water holes Abraham's workers had dug

many years before.
16 Abimelek went to see Isaac and said, “You have to go away from here and live

somewhere else. You are too strong for us and there will be trouble if you do not go.
17 So Isaac moved his camp away from Gerar. He went to a dry river bed called the

Valley of Gerar.

Isaac dug newwaterholes
18Many years before this time, Abraham had dug waterholes in this country too, but

after he died, the Philistine people filled them up with dirt. Isaac got his workers to
dig all the dirt out of those waterholes and he called the waterholes the same names
Abraham did.

19 Isaac's workers dug in the dry river bed and found fresh water.
20 But the men that looked after animals from Gerar came along and argued with

Isaac's workers. They said, “That water is ours!”
Isaac called that waterhole Esek which means Argue in their language. He called it

that because themen that looked after animals from Gerar argued with his workers.
21His workers dug another waterhole and the Gerar men said the same thing and so

Isaac called that waterhole, Sitnahwhichmeans They are against us.
22 Isaacmoved again and his workers dug another waterhole. This time no one came

to fight them for thewater and so Isaac called it RehobothwhichmeansMore Room. He
said, “God has given us this place, and our families can stay here and have a good life.”

23Later on, Isaac moved his camp to Beersheba.
24 That same night, the Lord came to Isaac and said, “Do not be frightened. I am the

God that your father Abrahamrespected, and Iwill look after you. Iwill bless you, Iwill
do good things for you and make you strong. Your sons will have big families. This is
the same promise I made to your father. He trusted me and so that is why I ammaking
this promise with you.”

25 Isaac made an altar table made of stones, and burnt an animal on it to show the
Lord respect. And it was there that Isaac called out to God and used God's name.
Isaac got his workers to dig another waterhole, so that they could camp there for a

while.
26Abimelek came from Gerar to visit Isaac. He had his close helper named Ahuzzath

and the leader of their army named Fycol.
27 Isaac said to them, “Why have you come to talk tome? You forcedme to leave your

country. You spoke to me as if you hatedme and I was your enemy!”
28-29KingAbimelek said, “Whenyou livedwithus,wewere good to you. Andwe could

see that God was helping you. God blessed you and did good things for you and made
you strong. God helped you that much that you started to be too strong for us, and we
were frightened of what you might do. That is why we sent you away and did not try
to hurt you. We wanted to live quietly by ourselves. But we can see that God is doing
more good things for you. And so, we think that you and I should make a promise that
our people will not fight each other.”

30 Isaac told his workers to get a big party ready for everybody, and they all ate and
drank together.
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31 Early the next morning, Isaac and Abimelek had a special promise ceremony.
They shook hands and promised that their people would not fight each other. Isaac
said goodbye to Abimelek and his men and from that time there was no more trouble
between them.

32 That same day, Isaac's workers came and told him about the new waterhole they
dug. They said, “We have foundwater!”

33 Isaac called that new waterhole, Shibah which means Promise. That is why that
place is still called Beersheba, even today. Beershebameans PromiseWaterhole.

34 Isaac and Rebekah's oldest son Esau did not marry girls from his own tribe. He
was 40 years old when he married Judith the daughter of a man named Berri, and he
married Bas-e-math the daughter of Elon too. Both these families were from the Hittite
tribe.

35And those Hittite women gave Isaac and Rebekah a lot of trouble.

27
Rebekah and Jacob trick Isaac

1Many years later, when Isaacwas really old and he could not see verywell, he called
out to his oldest son. He said, “Esau, my son.”
And Esau answered, “I am here father.”
2 Isaac said, “I am getting really old and I do not knowwhen I will die.
3 I want you to go hunting. Take your bow and arrows and get some bush meat for

me.
4 I want you to cook that meat with bush leaves, just the way I like it. Bring it to me

and I will eat it and then I will ask God to bless you. I will ask him to be good to you and
make you strong. You will get more than anyone else when I die and you will get the
promises Godmade to Abraham and tome. I must do this before I die.”

5And so, Esau left his father andwent hunting. Isaac did not know that Rebekahwas
outside andheardwhat hehad said to Esau. 6-7Rebekahwent and found Jacob and said,
“I just heard your father tell Esau to go hunting to get some bushmeat for him. He told
him to bring it home and cook it with leaves to make it tasty. That is how your father
likes his meat. Your father told Esau that after he ate the food, he would bless him and
askGod to be good to himandmake him strong. If your father says thosewords to Esau,
hewill getmore than anyone else after your father dies. Esauwill get the promises God
made to Abrahamand to your father. You see, your father has to say thosewords before
he dies.

8 Jacob. Do what I tell you.
9 Go and get 2 of our best young goats and bring them here. I will cook them with

leaves just the way your father likes to eat his meat.
10When it is ready, you can take the food to him and your fatherwill say all the things

to you that he was going to say to Esau.”
11 Jacob said to his mother, “But Esau is a hairy man and I am not. My skin is smooth.
12What ifmy father touchesmy skin? Hewill know that I am trickinghimand instead

of asking God to do good things for me he would ask God to put a curse onme.”
13Rebekah said to him, “If anything goes wrong, I will take the curse. Go and dowhat

I tell you and get those goats for me!”
14 So, Jacob went and got the goats and took them to his mother. She cooked themeat

with bush leaves, just like Isaac liked it.
15 She went into the house and found Esau's best clothes and put them on Jacob.
16Then she took the skins from the goats and tied them onto Jacob's hands and neck.

26:31 Romans 12:18; Hebrews 12:14 26:35 Genesis 28:8 27:3 Genesis 25:27
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17 She gave Jacob the tasty meat and the bread that she hadmade.
18 Jacob took them andwent into his father's room and said, “Father.”
Isaac answered, “Yes my son, but who are you?”
19 Jacob said, “I amEsau, your oldest son. I have donewhat you askedme to do. Please

sit up and eat this bush meat and then you can ask the Lord to bless me. When you do
that, the Lord will do good things for me andmakeme strong.”

20 Isaac asked him, “How did you find themeat so quickly?”
Jacob answered, “The Lord your God helpedme find it.”
21 Isaac said to Jacob, “Comehere so that I can touchyou. Then Iwill know if you really

are Esau or someone else.”
22-23 Jacob went close to his father. Isaac touched Jacob's hands but he did not know

that itwas Jacobpretending tobehis brotherEsau. You see Jacobwaswearing the goat's
hair on his hands. Isaac said, “Your voice sounds like Jacob, but your hands feel like
Esau's hands, they are really hairy.” Isaac felt the hairy hands and started to say the
special words to Jacob asking God to bless him and do good things for him.

24But to make sure, he asked, “Are you really my son Esau?”
Jacob answered, “Yes I am.”
25 And so Isaac said, “My son, give me some of that meat and then I will ask God to

bless you and do good things for you andmake you strong.”
Jacob took themeat and the bread to his father and Isaac ate it. Then Jacob gave Isaac

somewine and he drank it.
26 Isaac said to Jacob, “Come close to memy son and kiss me.”
27 Jacob went to Isaac and kissed him. Isaac smelled Esau's clothes that Jacob was

wearing and so he blessed him and asked God to do good things for him andmake him
strong. He said,

“Yes, I smell my son Esau.
That smell comes from being in the bush,
and God has made that smell good and strong.
28 I want God to give you good country and good rain.
I ask God tomake your country grow a lot of food and grapes to make wine.
29 I ask God to make you strong so that you are boss over other nations, and they will

bow down to show you respect.
My son, I ask God tomake you the boss over your brothers
and that your brothers will bow down and show you respect too.
I ask God that if anyone puts a curse on you, they will get a curse from God,
but if anyone does good things for you, I ask God to do good things for them.”
Isaac finished saying these words and Jacob went outside.
Esau asks Isaac for his blessing

30 Just after Jacob left Isaac's tent, Esau came home from hunting.
31He cooked themeatwith bush leaves and took it to his father. He said, “Hello father,

I have cooked the meat the way you like it. Sit up and eat it and then you can bless me
and ask God to do good things for me.”

32 Isaac said, “Who are you?”
Esau answered, “I am Esau, your oldest son.”
33 Isaac was really frightened and nearly took a fit. He was shaking and said,

“Someone just gave me bush meat and I ate it. Who was that? I have just asked God
to be good to him and he will take my place after I die. What I asked God for him will
come true.”
27:29 Genesis 12:3; Hebrews 11:20
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34WhenEsauheardwhat Isaac said, hewas very upset and started to cry out loud. He
said, “My father, can you bless me and ask God to do good things for me too?”

35 Isaac answered, “Your brother was the one who gave me the meat. He tricked me
and I blessed him. I asked God to be good to him. He has taken the special words I was
going to say for you.”

36Esau said, “You really did call him the right name. His namemeans Tricky One and
now he has tricked me 2 times. He took my place as head of the family and now he has
takenmy blessing. Can you bless me too father and ask God to be good tome?”

37 Isaac answered, “Esau, I tell you now that I have made him boss over you. And all
our relationswill dowhat he says. I have given him all the food andwine that he needs.
I have given him everything. I am sorry but I have nothing to give you.”

38 Esau said, “Please father, can you bless me and ask God to be good to me. Can you
just say something to makeme strong too?” Then he started to cry out loud again.

39 Isaac answered him and said,
“Youwill not live in good country.
You will live in dry country. It will not rain so that plants can grow.
40Youwill fight and steal from other people to get food all your life.
Your brotherwill be your boss, but one day youwillmake up yourmind to break free

from him.”
Jacob ran away from Esau

41 Esau hated Jacob for tricking their father, and he made up his mind to kill Jacob
after his father died. You see Jacob stole his brother's blessing, the special words that
should have been given to Esau.

42 Rebekah heard about Esau's plan to kill Jacob, and so she called Jacob to come to
her. She said, “Listen to me. Your brother Esau is planning to kill you. He wants to pay
you back for what you did. If he kills you, he thinks everything will be alright.”

43-44Andsoyouhave torunaway toHarranwheremybrotherLaban lives. Gostraight
away! Stay withmy countrymen until Esau stops being angry.

45Esau will forget what you did to him, and then I will send a message to you so that
you can come back. If he kills you, he might be killed too and I do not want to lose both
of my sons on the same day.

46Rebekahwent to see Isaac and said, “I hate those Hittite women that Esaumarried.
If Jacobmarries a woman from this country my life will be too hard.”

28
Isaac sent Jacob to Rebekah's family

1 Isaac called out for Jacob to come tohim. Andwhen theywere together, Isaac prayed
andaskedGod tobegood to Jacob. Then Isaac said, “Jacob, youmustnotmarryawoman
from this country!

2 I want you to leave Canaan straight away, and go to where your mother's father,
Bethuel lives in Harran. Your uncle Laban lives there too. Go and marry one of his
daughters.”

3 Isaac prayed for Jacob, and said,
“God most powerful, I am asking you to bless my son Jacob and do good things for

him.
Help himfind awife, and give him somany children that they becomemany nations.
4God most powerful, you promised this country to my father Abraham, but we still

live like strangers here.
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I am asking you tomake the same promise to Jacob that youmade tomy father Abra-
ham, so that the family that comes from Jacob will have this country for themselves.”

5Then Isaac sent Jacob to hismother's relationswho lived inHarran. Thatwaswhere
his grandfather Bethuel the Aramean, and his uncle Laban lived. Esau and Jacob's
mother Rebekah was Laban's sister.

Jacob's brother Esaumarried another woman
6 Esau found out that Isaac had said to Jacob, “I do not want you to marry a woman

from this Canaanite country!” And Esau heard that Isaac had prayed for Jacob and sent
him to Harran to find a wife from their relations.

7-8When Esau found out that Jacob had listened to his parents and gone to his uncle's
place in Harran, he understood howmuch his Canaanite wives upset his father.

9 So Esau went to his uncle Ishmael to get another wife. Ishmael had a daughter,
named Ma-hal-ath and a son named Neb-you-cad-nezzaray-oth. Esau married Ma-hal-
ath and so now he had 3 wives.

Jacob had a dream
10 This is the story of Jacob's trip. He left his home in Beersheba and started to go to

Harran.
11 Just as the sun was going down, Jacob set up his camp. He found a stone and used

it as a pillow andwent to sleep.
12 In the night he had a dream. He saw stairs going up from the ground all the way

into heaven. And he saw God's angels going up and down the stairs.
13 In his dream, Jacob saw God standing near him. God said, “Jacob, I am the Lord.

I am the God that your father Isaac and your grandfather Abraham worshipped and
respected.
Listen, just like I promised your grandfather Abraham and your father Isaac, I will

give you all this country, this ground that you are sleeping on. And it will belong to you
and to all the families that will come from you.

14Noone can count the little bits of dirt on the ground and just like that, no onewill be
able to count the families that will come from you. Your family will spread out all over
the world and be a blessing to all people.

15 Jacob, I will be with you wherever you go. I will look after you and make sure
nothing bad happens to you. One day I will bring you back to this country. I will keep
my promise and I will always be with you.”

16-17 Jacob woke up from his dream and was very frightened. He said, “This is a
powerful place. I did not know it, but God must live here. This place is like a doorway
into heaven.”

18Early the nextmorning, Jacob picked up the stone that he had used for a pillow and
stood it up in a place where people would see it. Then he poured olive oil all over the
stone to show that it was a special place for God.

19He called that place Bethel. Bethel means God's house. But before that time, it was
called Luz.

20-21 Jacob stood there andmade a strong promise to God. He said,
“God, if you go withme and look after mewhile I am travelling,
if you give me food and clothes to wear,
and if you takeme back to my father Isaac's camp safely,
then you, Lord, you will be my God.
And I tell you, I will not worship or respect any other gods or spirit.
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You are the only God that I will respect, and I will do everything you tell me.
22Godmost powerful, I have put this stone here as a sign that it is a special place.
It will be a place where people can pray and show respect to you.
I promise you, God most powerful, that when you give me anything, I will split it up

into 10 parts and I will give you the first part.”
29

Jacob got to his uncle's place
1 Jacob walked east until he got to his grandfather's country.
2When he got there, he saw 3mobs of sheep lying down in a paddock. They were all

waiting next to a waterhole that had a big flat stone on top.
3 In that culture, the shepherds and their sheep had to wait until everyone's sheep

got there. Then the shepherds would take the stone off the waterhole and give water to
all the sheep. When the sheep had finished drinking, the shepherds put the stone back
over the waterhole to keep the water safe.

4 Jacob walked up to the shepherds and said, “Hello my brothers, where are you
from?”
And they answered, “We are fromHarran.”
5 Jacob asked, “Do you know Laban, the son of Nahor?”
They answered, “Yes we know him.”
6 Jacob asked, “How is he?”
And they answered, “He is well, but hey look, here comes his daughter Rachel with

his sheep.”
7 Jacob said, “It is still themiddle of the day. It's a bit early to put them in the stockyard

for the night. Why don't you give them some water now and then let them go back out
into the paddock?”

8The shepherds said, “No. We do not givewater to any of the sheep until all the sheep
are here. When they are all here, we will roll the stone away from the waterhole and
give water to them.”

9While Jacobwas still talkingwith the shepherds, Rachel came to thewaterholewith
her father's sheep. It was her job to look after them.

10When Jacob saw Rachel with the sheep, he went to the waterhole and rolled the
stoneoff the top. Thenhegavewater toher sheep. You see, the sheepbelonged toLaban,
and Labanwas Jacob's uncle.

11 Jacob kissed Rachel on the side of her face. He was so happy he cried out loud.
12He said to her, “I am Rebekah's son and your father is my uncle. I am your cousin.”

When Rachel heard what he said, she ran home to tell her father, Laban.
13As soon as Laban heardwhat Rachel said, he ran tomeet Jacob. He hugged himand

kissed him, and then took him to his house. Jacob told his uncle Laban the whole story.
14Then Laban said, “You are family for me.”
Laban tricked Jacob
Jacob stayed andworked for his uncle for onemonth.
15At the end of themonth Laban said to Jacob, “You aremy close relation. I cannot let

you work for nothing. How can I pay you?”
16-17 Laban had 2 daughters. The oldest daughter was named Leah and she had nice

eyes, but Rachel looked really beautiful.
18 Jacob loved Rachel and so he said to Laban, “I will work for you for 7 years, if you

let memarry your younger daughter Rachel.”
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19 Laban said, “I am really happy that you want to marry her. It is better that you
marry her than for her to marry any other man. Yes, stay and work for me.”

20And so, Jacobworked for 7 years so that he couldmarry Rachel. Jacob loved Rachel
that much, the 7 years were like 7 days for him.

21When Jacob had worked for 7 years, he said to Laban. “I have worked the 7 years
for you and now I want to marry Rachel.”

22-24To let everyone know that Rachel and Jacob were getting married, Laban gave a
special party for all his friends and family.
That night Laban tricked Jacob. Laban did not take Rachel to Jacob, he took Leah. It

was so dark in the bedroom that Jacob did not know that he slept with Leah.
Some time before, Laban had given Leah a young woman named Zilpah to work for

her.
25 In the morning, Jacob got a big shock when he woke up and found Leah in his bed.

Straight away he knew that Laban had tricked him, and he was married to Leah, not
Rachel. Jacob went and growled at Laban. He said, “What have you done to me. I
worked for 7 years to marry Rachel. Why did you trick me?”

26 Laban answered, “In this culture, the oldest daughter must be married before the
younger sisters can get married.

27 I tell you what. At the end of one week I will let you marry Rachel as well. But you
will have to stay and work for me for another 7 years.”

28-30 Jacob agreed to Laban's plan and aweek later hemarried Rachel. Just like he did
for Leah, Laban gave Rachel a young woman to work for her. Her namewas Bilhah.
Jacob worked for Laban for another 7 years, but he loved Rachel more than he loved

Leah.
Jacob's family

31God saw that Jacob did not love Leah and so God was kind to her and let her have
babies but he did not let Rachel have any.

32 Jacob slept with Leah and she had a son. She named him Reuben. In her language
that namemeansGodknowsaboutmysadness and she said to herself, “Myhusbandwill
loveme now.”

33Leah had another son and she named him Simeon and said, “God knows that Jacob
does not loveme and so he has givenme another son.”

34Leah had another son and she named him Levi and said, “Jacobmust loveme now.
I have given him 3 sons!”

35 Leah had another son and she named him Judah and said, “I will say good things
about God.” Then Leah stopped having anymore children.

30
1Rachel was jealous of Leah. Leah was having babies all the time, but she had none.

She got really wild with Jacob and said, “Give me children. I will die if you do not give
me children.”

2 Jacob was really angry with Rachel and said, “I am not God! He is the one who has
stopped you from having children.”

3Rachel said, “Here is Bilhah,my youngworking girl. Iwant you to sleepwith her like
she is your wife. In that way, she can have a baby for me, and then I can have a family
too.”

4-5So Rachel gave Bilhah, her young working girl to Jacob to be another wife for him.
Jacob slept with Bilhah and she gave Jacob a son.

6Rachel said, “God has heardme and givenme a son” and she named him Dan.
7 Jacob slept with Bilhah, Rachel's working girl again, and she gave him a second son.

30:3 Genesis 16:3
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8 Rachel said, “My sister and I are jealousing each other all the time, but I am the
winner.” So she named the baby Naftali.

9Leah knew that she could not have anymore children and so she gave her working
girl namedZilpah to Jacob tobe anotherwife forhim. Shedid this so that she couldhave
another baby that way.

10 So Jacob slept with Zilpah, Leah's working girl and she had a baby boy.
11Leah said, “I am lucky to have another son”, and she named him Gad.
12 Jacob slept with Zilpah again and she gave Jacob another son.
13Then Leah said, “I am really happy. Other womenwill see me and say, ‘Look at her,

she is really happy now!’ ” Leah named the baby, Asher.
14 Itwas the right timeof theyear toget all the foodseedsoutof thepaddocks. Themen

were collecting the seeds andputting them in sheds. Oneday, Reuben, Jacob's oldest son
went out into the paddocks and found someplants calledMandrakes growing there. He
picked them and took them to his mother Leah. But Rachel saw the plants and said to
Leah, “Please give me some of those Mandrakes so that I can eat them and have a baby
formyself.” You see, people thought thatMandrakes had special powers and that if you
ate them, you would have a baby.

15Leahwas angry and said, “Youhave already stoppedme sleepingwithmyhusband.
Do you have to takemy son's Mandrakes as well?”
Rachel answered and said, “I tell you what, if you give me those plants, I will let you

sleep with Jacob tonight.”
16 That night, as Jacob came home from working in the paddocks, Leah went out

and said to him, “You have to sleep with me tonight. I paid for you. I gave Rachel the
Mandrake plants that Reuben found in the paddock today. I gave them to her so that I
could sleep with you tonight.”
And so, Jacob slept with his first wife Leah that night.
17Godwas kind to Leah and gave her baby number 5.
18 She said, “I gave Jacob my young working girl and God has paid me back by giving

me a son.” Leah named the baby Iss-a-car.
19-20 Jacob slept with Leah again and she had another baby boy. She now had 6 sons

and so she said, “God has given me a good present. Must be Jacob will respect me now.
I have given him 6 sons.” So she named him, Zeb-you-lun.

21Later on Leah had a baby girl and named her Dinah.
22God saw how sad Rachel was, and so he answered her prayers. He made a way for

her to have a baby.
23 Jacob sleptwith Rachel and she had a son. Rachel said after hewas born, “NowGod

has taken awaymy shame.”
24 She named the baby Joseph but said, “Lord, can I have another son please?”
Jacob tricked Laban

25-26A little bit later, after Joseph was born, Jacob said to Laban, “I have worked hard
for you for 14 years. I have paid for my wives and so, please let me take them and my
children to live back inmy own country. That is wheremy home is.”

27But Laban said, “If I havemade you happy, please stay herewithme. In our culture
we have a special ceremony way to find out about things. I did that special ceremony
and now I know that God has used you to do good things for me. I am a richman now.

28Howmuch can I pay you to stay withme?”
29 Jacob answered, “You know that I have worked hard for you and you have a lot

more sheep and cattle now.
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30 When I came to live here, you only had a few animals, but now you are rich.
Everything I did for you worked out well. You see, God has used me to give you good
things. But it is time for me to do something good for my own family.”

31Laban asked, “What can I give you?”
Jacob answered, “I do not want you to giveme anything. Just let me do one thing and

I will stay and look after your animals.
32 Let me look at all your animals and take all the sheep and goats that have black

spots in their wool or hair. And I will take all the young sheep that have black wool.
Those animals will be my pay.

33 This is the test for you to know if I am an honest man. When you look at all my
animals, you will only find animals that have dark skin or have spots. That way you
will know that I have not stolen any animals from you.”

34 Straight away, Laban said, “Ok, I agree with that plan.”
35 That same day, Laban tried to trick Jacob again. He took all the boy goats that had

stripes or spots in their fur and all the goats that had spots or hadwhite patches in their
fur away from all the animals that had only one colour. He did the same with all the
black sheep, and then told his sons to guard them.

36Laban and his sons rounded up all those animals and walked with them for 3 days
until theywere a longway from Jacob's camp. Jacob stayed behind and looked after the
rest of Laban's animals.

37 Jacob knew that his uncle was tricking him again, and so he cut some sticks from 3
different kinds of trees. He cut some of the bark off the sticks so that they had stripes.

38-40He put those sticks in the animal's water tanks. When the animals came to drink
from those tanks, they mated and when the baby animals were born they had stripes
and spots in their fur.
In the mating season, Jacob put the boy animals that were white in with his spotty

and dark coloured animals. The animals mated, and when the babies were born they
were all spotty and dark coloured. Then Jacob took all of the spotted and dark coloured
animals and put them in his own paddock. Hemade sure that his animals stayed away
from Laban's animals. This is how Jacob made his mob of animals grow bigger in
number.

41-42When Jacob saw the stronger sheep and goats start to mate, he put the special
sticks in front of them, butwhen theweak sheep and goats started tomate he took those
sticks away. In the end, Jacob's sheep and goats were stronger than Laban's.

43 Jacob was very rich now. He had the biggest mob of animals, a lot of workers, as
well as camels and donkeys.

31
Jacob ran away from Laban

1 Jacob heard that Laban's sons were grumbling about him. They said, “Jacob's
animals are really our father's animals. He has stolen them and that is why he is so
rich!”

2And Jacob noticed that Labanwas not as friendly as he was before.
3 The Lord said to Jacob, “It is time for you to go back home. Go back to the land of

your father and grandfather. Remember, I will be with you and help you all the way.”
4 So Jacob sent someone to bring Rachel and Leah out into the paddock where their

animals lived.
5He said to them, “I can see that your father does not likeme anymore butmy father's

God has been withme all the time.
6-8You both know that I have worked really hard for your father. And you know that

he has cheated me and changed what he owes me 10 times, but God has stopped him
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from hurting me. Your father said, ‘You can have all the spotty animals as your pay.’
And that is what happened, all the mother animals had babies with spots. Then your
father changed his mind and said, ‘You can have all the animals that have stripes for
your pay.’ And again, that is what happened, all the mother animals had babies with
stripes.

9 So you see God has taken your father's animals away from him and given them to
me.

10 I had a dream one night when the animals were mating. I saw that it was only the
boy goats with different coloured skins that weremating.

11While I was looking, God's angel spoke to me in that dream. He said, ‘Jacob.’
And I answered, ‘Yes I am listening.’
12 The angel said, ‘Look. Can you see that it is only the boy goats with different

coloured skins that are mating? And that none of the goats with only one colour are
mating? I saw how badly Laban has cheated you and that is why I have made his goats
stopmating.

13 I am the God who spoke to you at Bethel, the place where you put up the stone and
poured olive oil all over it. That was where youmade a promise tome. Now I want you
to leave this country and go back home to the country where you were born.’ ”

14-16Rachel andLeah said to Jacob, “Wethinkyou shoulddowhatGod said to you. Our
father did not respect us. He treatedus likewewere strangers and sold us to you likewe
were animals. You worked hard for him to pay for us, and youmade a lot of money for
him. But he has sold all those animals and spent the money and so now he has nothing
to give us when he dies. We know that God has taken everything away from our father
and given it to us and to our children.”

This is how Jacob tricked his uncle Laban
17-21 Jacob did not tell Laban that he was leaving Harran and taking his family to

Canaan to live with his father Isaac. Jacob sent all his animals ahead of his family.
He put his wives and children and everything they owned onto camels and they left
Laban's country very quickly. They crossed the big river called You-Fray-tees and
walked towards the hill country called Gilead. But before they left, Rachel waited until
her father was away in his sheep paddock cutting the wool off his sheep. She went into
her father's house and stole his special ceremony things.

Laban chased Jacob
22Three days later Laban found out that Jacob and his family had gone.
23-25He called someof his relations to help him to go and catch Jacob. Sevendays later

Laban and his relations found Jacob's camp in the hill country called Gilead, and they
made their camp nearby.
That night before Laban could speak to Jacob, God spoke to Laban in a dream. He said

“Laban, be very careful how you speak to Jacob. Do not speak angry words to him.”
26-27Thenextmorning, Laban said to Jacob, “Whydid you sneak away like a thief. You

have taken my daughters like they are prisoners of war. Why did you trick me and not
tell me that you wanted to go? If you had told me, I would have given you a party with
lots of food andmusic, and I would have been happy to say goodbye to all of you.

28You did not even let me kiss my daughters and grandchildren to say goodbye. You
have done a stupid thing!

29 I have a lot of fighting men with me and I could really hurt you, but last night, the
God that your father respects said tome, ‘Laban, bevery careful howyou speak to Jacob.
Do not speak angry words to him.’
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30 I can understand that you really want to go home, but why did you stealmy special
ceremony things?”

31 Jacob answered, “I was frightened that you would use your fighting men to take
your daughters away fromme. That is whywe left quickly.

32But I have no ideawho took your ceremony things. Everyone standing here aremy
witnesses. I tell you, I will kill the person who stole those things from your camp. You
can look at all our stuffand take anything that is yours.” You see Jacobdidnot know that
Rachel stole her father's ceremony things.

33-34 So Laban looked in Jacob's tent. He looked in the tent that the 2 working girls
camped in, and then Leah's tent, but he did not find the ceremony things. Laban went
into Rachel's tent and found her sitting on her camel's saddlebags. Laban had a good
look but did not find anything. He did not know that Rachel had hidden the ceremony
things inside her saddlebags.

35 Rachel said to her father, “Please do not be angry with me, but I have women's
troubles today and I cannot stand up to show you respect.” Laban had another look
around but found nothing.

36 Jacob got wild with Laban and said, “What have I done wrong to make you chase
me all this way.

37Youhave looked into allmybags and foundnothing that belongs to you. If youhave
found something, show it to all our families here so that they canbewitnesses. They can
say who is right and who is wrong.

38 I worked for you for 20 years. None of your baby lambs or goats died when they
were born. I never ate any of your boy sheep.

39And whenever I found one of your sheep that was killed by wild animals, I did not
tell you and blame a wild animal. I put one of my animals in with yours so that your
mob stayed the same size. But you forced me to pay for any animal that was stolen in
the day or night.

40 I got weak working hard in the sun all day and I was so cold at night, I could not
sleep.

41 I really worked like a slave for you all those 20 years. I worked the first 14 years to
pay for your daughters and the last 6 years to get my animals. And in all that time you
changed what you owedme 10 times.

42But I have to tell you, the God of Abraham and Isaac was with me, and he saw how
hard I worked for you and he sawwhat you were doing. He knew that you would have
sent me awaywith nothing and that is why he growled at you last night.”

Jacob and Labanmade a promise to each other
43Laban said to Jacob, “Thesewomen aremy daughters, and so their children belong

to me too. Even all these animals are mine. Everything you see here belongs to me, but
what can I do about my daughters and grandchildren? Nothing! I cannot take them
away from you.

44 I think we should put up a pile of stones and make a strong promise to each other,
and every time we see these stones, we will remember what we said.”

45 So Jacob found a big stone and stood it up on its end.
46He told all his relatives to pick up stones and put them around the standing stone.

Then they sat down next to the pile of stones and ate food together.
47Laban and Jacob both gave that place a name in their own languages that means A

pile of stones to help us remember.
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48Labansaid, “Thispileof stones is likeawitness to thepromisewearemaking today.”
That is why he called it Galeed.

49But its other name is Mizpah whichmeanswatchtower.
Laban went on to say, “I am asking God to watch us, so that we both keep our side of

the promise, even whenwe are living in different places.
50 Jacob, you must not give my daughters a hard time or hurt them in any way. You

must notmarry anymorewives. Nobodymight see youmarry anotherwoman, but the
God you respect will see. He is a witness to this promise we aremaking today.

51-52 See these stones I have piled up with the witness stone, they help both of us
remember our promises. And this is the promise we will make. For my side, I promise
you that I will not go past these stones to hurt you in any way. And for your side, you
must promise not to go past these stones to hurt me in any way.

53Our old people, Abraham, Nahor, and their father Terahworshipped and respected
God. So God will be our witness when we make those promises to each other. And we
will ask him to punish us if we do the wrong thing.”
Jacob agreed with his uncle and used God's name as hemade his promise.
54 Jacob took one of his animals, killed it and burned it as a sacrifice present to God.

Andheaskedhis relations to sit downandeat the rest of theanimalwithhim. Thatnight
they all camped together in the hill country.

55 Early the next day, Laban kissed his daughters and his grandchildren and then
asked God to bless them and do good things for them. Then Laban and his men went
home.

32
Jacob got ready tomeet his brother Esau

1 Some of God's angels met Jacob and his family as they started to leave the place
where Jacob and Labanmade a promise to each other.

2When Jacob saw the angels he said, “Thismust beGod's camp.” And so he called that
place Ma-han-ayimwhichmeans 2 camps.

3 Jacob and all his family kept onwalking south until theywere almost back in Jacob's
homeland. But Jacob was worried what his brother Esauwould do when he heard that
theywere cominghome. So Jacob sent somemessengers to go and talk to Esau,whowas
living in a place called Seir in the country of Edom.

4 Jacob told his messengers to say, “Jacob has lived with his uncle Laban all this time
but now he wants to work for you. You are his boss.

5 Jacob is a rich man now, he has a lot of cattle, sheep, donkeys and male and female
workers. He told us to tell you this and he hopes that you are happy to see him.”

6 The messengers came back to Jacob and said, “We met your brother and gave him
yourmessage. He is coming, right now, to meet you with 400men.”

7 Jacob was still frightened and worried what Esau was going to do and so he put all
the people, animals and camels into 2 groups.

8He said to himself, “If Esau attacks one group, maybe the other group will get away
and not get hurt.”

9 Jacob cried out to God and said, “You are the God of my grandfather Abraham and
my father Isaac. You told me to leave Laban's country and come back home. You said
that you would look after me.

10 I know that I am nothing and I have not done anything good, but you have been
very kind and good to me all the time. A long time ago, when I was running away from
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Esau, I leftmy country and crossed the JordanRiverwith justmywalking stick. But now
I have come back with a lot of people that are in 2 camps.

11Please save us frommy brother Esau. I am frightened that he will come and kill us
all, even all the women and children.

12You said that youwould be good tome and giveme a big family. You said that there
would be so many people in my family nobody could count them, just like nobody can
count all the bits of dirt on the ground.”

13 Jacobmade his camp for the night there and got a present ready for Esau.
14-15He picked 200 girl goats and 20 boys goats, 200 girl sheep and 20 boy sheep, 30

girl camels and their babies, 40 cows and 10 bulls, 20 girl donkeys and 10 boy donkeys.
16 Jacob put each mob of animals into groups by themselves and had different

workmen look after each group of animals. He told his workmen, “I want you to walk
ahead of us and do not let any group of animals get too close to any other group. Do not
let them get mixed up.”

17Then Jacob said to the workmen leading the first group of animals, “You will meet
my brother Esau first, and he will say to you, ‘Who is your boss? Who owns these
animals and where are you going?’

18 You have to say, ‘We work for Jacob. He told us that you are his boss, and that he
wants to give you these animals as a present. Jacob is coming behind us.’ ”

19 Jacob told the workmen that were looking after all the other groups of animals to
say the same thing.

20And he said, “Make sure you say, ‘Your workman Jacob is coming behind us.’ ”
You see, Jacob thought, “If I send these presents to Esau, might be, he will not payme

back for when I tricked him, andmaybe he will be pleased to see me again.”
21 Jacob sent all the animals as a present for Esau, but he stayed inhis camp that night.
Jacob had awrestle with God

22-23 In the night time, Jacob got up fromhis bed and took Leah, Rachel, Bilhah, Zilpah
and his 11 sons to the other side of the Jabbok River. Then hewent back to the old camp
and told his workmen to take everything they owned over to the other side of the river
too.
24
24When Jacobwas alone in the old camp, aman came to him. Jacob and theman had

a wrestle all night until the sun came up.
25 The man could not beat Jacob, so he hit Jacob on the hip so that he could not walk

properly anymore.
26Theman said, “Let go of me. The sun is coming up!”
But Jacob said, “Noway! I will only let you go if you bless me and do something good

for me andmakeme strong.”
27Theman said, “What is your name?”
And Jacob answered, “My name is Jacob.”
28 The man said, “I am going to change your name to Israel. You see, you have had

trouble from people and you have wrestled with God, but you are the winner. That is
why I have changed your name to Israel.”

29Then Jacob asked, “What is your name?”
But theman said, “Whydoyou askmewhatmyname is? You should knowwho I am.”
The Lord blessed Jacob to make him strong and then went away. He left Jacob alone.
30 Jacob said to himself, “I have seen God's face and I did not die.” So he called that

place Peniel whichmeans Face of God.
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31-32 The sun came up and Jacob's hip was very sore and so he limped from Peniel
across the Jabbok River to the rest of his people.
Even today the people of Israel do not eat the strings that hold an animal's leg to its

hip. You see theman hit Jacob there and that is why they do not eat those strings.

33
Jacob and his familymeet Esau

1When Jacobwas leaving that place, he looked up and sawEsau coming towards him
with his 400men. So Jacob quickly split up his wives with their children into 3 groups.

2He put Bilhah and Zilpah and their children in the first group, then Leah and her
children in the next group and then Rachel and Joseph behind them.

3 Jacob went out the front and walked towards his brother. On the way, he stopped
and bowed down to the ground 7 times to show respect for his brother.

4But Esau ran towards Jacob and put his arms around himand kissed him. Both Esau
and Jacob were so happy they cried together.

5Esau looked at the women and children standing there and said, “Who are all these
people with you?”
Jacob said, “God has been very good tome! He gaveme these wives and children.”
6Then Bilhah and Zilpah, the 2women thatworked for Leah and Rachel took all their

children to Esau and they all bowed down to him.
7Next, Leah came with her children and they did the same thing. Last of all, Rachel

and Joseph bowed down to the ground in front of Esau.
8 Then Esau said, “On the way here, I came across workmen with big groups of

animals. What was that all about?”
Jacob said, “I wanted to give you a present so that you would be happy to see me.”
9But Esau said, “I already have a lot of animals. You keep them.”
10 Jacob said, “No, if you are happy to see me, please take them. I am really happy to

see your face with a smile on it. It is like seeing God himself.
11Please take my present, you see, God has been so good to me and I have more than

I need.” Jacob kept on talking like that and so Esau was happy to take the animals.
12Esau said, “Let's get going. I will lead you tomy country.”
13But Jacob answered, “My brother, you can see that some of my children are a little

bit weak andmy animals have little ones too. You and your men canmove fast, but we
can't. If we try to keep upwith you, even for one day, all the animals would die.

14 So, you go ahead of us and we will follow you slowly. We will walk as fast as the
animals and children can go. Wewill see you in Seir.”

15Esau answered, “Ok, but I think I will leave some of mymen to show you the way.”
Jacob answered and said, “Thank youmybrother, but you donot need to do that. I am

just happy that you are friendly towards me.”
16And so, Esau and his men left Jacob and started to go back to their home in Seir.
17 But Jacob did not follow Esau down to Seir. He went to Su-coat and built a house

to live in and made shelters for his animals as well. In their language Su-coat means
shelters.

18And so, that is how Jacob and all his family left his uncle's country in Harran and
travelled safely to a place called Su-coat. Then they moved to just outside the town of
Shekem in Canaan. And it was there that hemade his camp.

19 The leader for that country was named Hamor and one of his sons was named
Sheckem. Jacob paid Hamor's sons 100 pieces of silver for the land he was camping
on.
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20 Jacob made an altar out of stones with a flat top and called it, This altar belongs to
God, the God of Israel.

34
Sheckem raped Dinah, Jacob and Leah's daughter

1 Some time later, Jacob and Leah's daughter Dinah went to visit some of the women
that lived in that country.

2On the way there, Sheckem saw her. Sheckem was the son of Hamor who was the
Hivite leader for that country. When Sheckem saw Dinah, he grabbed her and raped
her.

3 But then, Sheckem fell in love with Dinah and said sweet words to her. He wanted
her to love him.

4Sheckemwent home and said to his father Hamor, “Can you ask Jacob if I canmarry
Dinah?”

5Dinah went home and told her father what Sheckem did to her. Jacob listened, but
he did not say anything until his sons came home fromworking with their animals.

6While he was waiting for his sons to come home, Hamor and Sheckem came to talk
to Jacob.

7 They were still talking when Jacob's sons came home from their work. When her
brothers heard what Sheckem did to Dinah they were very angry. Sheckem had done
the wrong thing and shamed all of Israel's family.

8Hamor said to Jacob and his sons, “My son Sheckem really loves Dinah. Will you let
himmarry her?

9 And I have an idea. Why don't your daughters and sons marry our sons and
daughters?

10Why don't you come and live here with us? You can own your own land and buy
and sell things just like we do.”

11-12Sheckem said to Jacob, “Please be kind tome. Iwill give you anything you ask for.
Ask for as muchmoney or animals as you like, just let memarry your daughter.”

Jacob's sons trick Sheckem and his family
13 Jacob's sonswere thinking about the bad thing that happened to their sister Dinah.

So theymade up their minds to trick Sheckem and his father Hamor.
14 Jacob's sons said, “We cannot let youmarry our sister. You have not had that young

men's ceremony. If we let youmarry Dinah, we would all be shamed.
15 There is only one way we will let you marry Dinah, all your men must have that

youngmen's ceremony. Then wewill all be the same.
16 Then you can marry our women and our men can marry your women and it will

be like we are one nation.
17But if you will not have that young men's ceremony, we will take Jacob's daughter

Dinah and leave this country.”
18 Hamor and Sheckem both thought it was a good idea to have that young men's

ceremony.
19-20Sheckem lovedDinah thatmuch, hewanted to have that operation straight away.

Sheckem was the most important person in Hamor's family and so he and his father
went to the town gate and had ameeting with all the leaders.

21They said to the leaders, “Thesepeople that have come to livehere are very friendly.
We think we should let them live with us. We have plenty of room and our sons can
marry their daughters and their sons canmarry our daughters.
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22But they will only stay here if all our men have their young men's ceremony. If we
do that we can be one big mob together.

23You see, if we agree to do that, they will stay here. All their animals and everything
they ownwill be ours too. Come on, let's do what they ask.”

24All themen in the town agreedwith Hamor and Sheckem and had the youngmen's
ceremony.

25 Simeon and Levi, 2 of Jacob's sons and full brothers for Dinah, waited until the 3rd
day after all the men had the operation and the men were still in a lot of pain. Then
Simeon and Levi picked up their long knives, and they moved quickly into the town
and killed all the men.

26 They killed Hamor and Sheckem and then took Dinah from Sheckem's house and
went home.

27-29Thenall of Jacob's sons joinedSimeonandLevi and together they tookeverything
they could find from the town where their sister was raped. They took all the women
andchildrenasprisoners. And theyeven tookall theanimals thatwere in thepaddocks.

30 When they went home, Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, “You have made a lot of
trouble for me. All the Canaanite people that live in this country will hate me. What
were you thinking? We are only a small family. If the Canaanites and Perizzites gang
up and fight us, we will be finished. All my family will die.”

31 But his sons said, “Sheckem should not have treated our sister like a woman that
sleeps withmen for money.”

35
God sent Jacob and his family to live in Bethel

1ThenGod said to Jacob, “Goback and live in Bethel. And pile up some stones tomake
an altar there so that you can burn animals to showme respect.
Bethel is the placewhere Imet you and showed you that stairway going up to heaven

when youwere running away from your brother Esau.”
2-3So Jacob said to everyone in his camp, “Weare going to live in a place called Bethel.

Godmet me there and helpedmewhen I was really frightened. And from that time, he
has always been withme and looked after me.
So now there are two things that you have to do before we go to Bethel. The first

thing is that you have to throw away any ceremony ormagic things you took from your
homeland. And if youpickedup anymagic thing here in Shekemyouhave to throw that
away too.
The second thing is, go andwash yourselves and then put on clean clothes. Whenwe

get to Bethel, I will pile up stones to make an altar and burn an animal to show respect
to God.”

4 So all the people in Jacob's camp gave him all their earrings and ceremony things
they had, and Jacob buried them under the big tree near Shekem.

5 When they left Shekem to go to Bethel, God made the people that lived around
Shekem really frightened of Jacob and his family. The people in those towns did not
try to chase them or try to pay them back for what Jacob's sons did in Shekem.

6 Jacob and all the people with him got to a place called Luz. The other name for Luz
is Bethel and it is in the country of Canaan.

7 Jacob made his camp there and built a stone table called an altar so that he could
burn an animal to show respect for God.
Jacob changed the name of that place to El-Bethel, which means The God of God's

house. Years before, God had met with him there when he was running away from his

35:2-3 Genesis 31:19,34; Exodus 20:3-4; Deuteronomy 5:7; 6:14; 7:25; 11:28; 32:16; Joshua 23:7; 1 Samuel 7:3



Genesis 35:8 52 Genesis 35:26

brother Esau. At that time he called the meeting place Bethel, but now it was called El-
Bethel.

8Many years before this time, when Jacob's mother Rebekah was a young girl, she
had a woman named Deborah who looked after her. When Rebekah left her homeland
and married Isaac, Deborah went with her to live in Canaan. But when Deborah was
very old, she died. And someone buried her under the big tree just south of Bethel and
from that time, that place was called You can cry under this tree.

9-11 So Jacob and all his people had come back from his mother's homeland called
Harran. And while they were camped at Bethel, God met Jacob again and blessed him
and said to him, “I am Godmost powerful. Your name is Jacob, but I am changing your
name to Israel.
I want you to have a lot of children so that your family becomes a lot of nations. And I

tell you that someof themen inyour familywill bekings. Thosekingswill be the leaders
of those nations.

12 I promised this country to your grandfather Abrahamand to your father Isaac, and
now I ammaking the same promise to you. This country is nowyour country and itwill
be for all the family that comes from you.”

13Then God left Jacob standing all by himself.
14When God left him, Jacob put a big stone up on its end so that people could see it.

Andhepouredwineandoliveoil all over it so that everyonewouldknow itwasa special
place.

15He called that placeBethel, God'sHouse, because thatwaswhereGod talked to him.
Rachel died

16 Some time later, Jacob and all his people left Bethel and went to a place called
Bethlehem. Before they got there, it was time for Rachel's second baby to be born.

17 But Rachel was having a lot of trouble, so the nurse helping her said, “Do not be
frightened Rachel. You have another son.”

18Rachel was dying as the babywas born, and just before she died Rachel named the
baby, Ben-Oniwhichmeans This boy has givenmea lot of trouble. But Jacob named him,
Benjamin whichmeans This is my son. Hewill be withme andwill makeme feel happy.

19 Jacob buried Rachel next to the road that went to Bethlehem.
20 Jacob put a tall stone over Rachel's grave, and it is still there today.
Reuben did the wrong thingwith Bilhah

21 Israel, whowas named Jacob before, left there andwent past a place calledMigdal
Eder, andmade his camp on the other side.

22While theywerecamped in that country, Jacob's eldest sonReubensleptwithBilhah
like she was his wife. Bilhah was one of Jacob's 4 wives, and when Jacob heard what
Reuben did, he was very upset.

Israel's family
Jacob had 12 sons.
23 Leah had 6 sons with Jacob and their names were Reuben who was Jacob's oldest

son, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Iss-a-car and Zeb-you-lun.
24Rachel had 2 sons with Jacob and their names were Joseph and Benjamin.
25 Rachel's worker named Bilhah had 2 sons with Jacob and their names were Dan

and Naftali.
26Leah's worker named Zilpah had 2 sons with Jacob and their names were Gad and

Asher.
So, this is the full list of Jacob's sons born in Harran.
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Isaac died and his sons Jacob and Esau buried him
27 Jacobmoved back to live in Mamre. This was where Abraham and his father Isaac

had camped before. Mamrewas near a place called Kiriath Arba and that is now called
Hebron.

28-29 Isaacwas 180years oldwhenhedied. He liveda long timeanda lot of good things
happened to him. Isaac's 2 sons, Esau and Jacob buried him in the family cemetery.

36
Esau's family line

1This is the story of Esau's family. Esau's other namewas Edom.
2-5 Esau married 3 women who came from the country called Canaan. Their names

were Adah, Ohol-i-bar-mah and Bas-e-math, whose other namewasMa-ha-lath.
Adah was the daughter of a Hittite man called Elon, and she gave Esau a son named

Eli-faz.
Ohol-i-bar-mahwas thedaughter of amannamedAnah. Her grandfather's namewas

Zibeon whowas a Hivite man.
Ohol-i-bar-mah gave Esau 3 sons, Jeush, Jalam and Korah.
Bas-e-math's father was Ishmael, Isaac's brother. Bas-e-math had a brother who was

named Neb-you-cad-nezzaray-oth.
Bas-e-math gave Esau a son named Rew-el.
All these children were born while Esau and his wives lived in Canaan.
6-8 Jacob andEsauhad toomanyanimals for that country to feed, so Esaumovedaway

from there and lived in a country called Seir. Seir was a long way from Canaan.
Esau took his wives, his children, all his workers, all his animals and everything else

that he got while he lived in Canaan.
More story about Esau

9This is the story of Esau's sons and their families that lived in the hill country called
Seir. Esau was the father of all the people called Edomites.

10This is the list of Esau's sons.
Eli-faz. His mother was Adah
Rew-el. His mother was Bas-e-math
11 Adah and Esau's son Eli-faz had 5 sons. Their names were Teman, Omar, Zefo,

Gatam and Kenaz.
12Eli-faz and his second wife named Timna had a son and his namewas Amalek.
So Elifaz's mother, Adah, was grandmother for all of Eli-faz's 6 boys.
13 Bas-e-math and Esau's son, Rew-el had 4 sons. Their names were Nahath, Zerah,

Shammah andMizzah. And so Bas-e-math was grandmother for these 4 boys.
14Ohol-i-bar-mah, whose father was Anah and whose grandfather was Zibeon had 3

sons with Esau. The son's names were Jeush, Jalam and Korah.
15-16 This is the list of the leaders of the tribes that came from Esau. They all lived in

Edom.
Esau'sfirst born sonwasnamedEli-faz. Eli-faz's sonswerenamedTeman,Omar, Zefo,

Kenaz, Korah, Gatam and Amalek.
They were leaders of new tribes in the country of Edom. And Esau's wife Adah was

their grandmother.
17 This next list of men were the sons of Esau's son named Rew-el and they were

leaders of new tribes in Edom.
Their names were Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, andMizzah.
Esau's wife Bas-e-math was their grandmother.
18This next list ofmenwereEsauandOhol-i-bar-mah's sons. Their nameswere Jeush,

Jalam and Korah. They were all leaders of new tribes.
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19And soEsau,whose other namewasEdom,was the father of all thesemenand each
of themwere leaders for their own tribes.

20-21Esau and his family moved to a country called Seir, but there were other people
already living there. Seirwas calledafter amanwith thatname. Hewas fromtheHorite
tribe.
This is a list of Seir's sons. Their names were Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, Dishon,

Ezer, and Dishan. These menwere leaders of their tribes.
22 Lotan had 2 sons. They were named Hori and Homam. Lotan had a sister named

Timna.
23Shobal had 5 sons and theywere namedAlvan,Mana-hath, Ebal, Sheffo andOnam.
24 Zibeon had 2 sons, and they were named Ayah and Anah. Anah was the man who

found springs of hot water in the dry country while he was looking after his father's
donkeys.

25 Anah had 2 children. The boy was named Dishon and the daughter was named
Ohol-i-bar-mah.

26Dishon had 4 sons and they were named Hemdan, Eshban, Ithran and Keran.
27Ezer had 3 sons and they were named Bilhan, Zaavan and Akan.
28Dishan had 2 sons, and they were named Uz and Aran.
29-30This is a list of the leaders of the Horite clans that lived in the country called Seir.
Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon,Anah,Dishon, EzerandDishan. Theclanswerecalled the same

name as their leaders.
The Kings of Edom

31This is a list of the kings of Edom before the Israel people had a king.
32The king of Edomwas namedBela, and his fatherwas namedBeor. Bela's townwas

called Din-ha-bah.
33WhenBeladied, Jobabwasking. Jobab's fatherwasnamedZerahandhecame from

a place called Bozrah.
34When Jobab died, Husham was king. He came from a country where the people

were called Temanites.
35WhenHushamdied,Hadadwasking, andhis townwas calledAvith. Hadad's father

was named Bedad, and Hadad's army beat the Midianite army in the country called
Moab.

36When Hadad died, Samlah was king. He came from a place calledMas-re-kah.
37When Samlah died, Shaul was king. He came from a place called Reho-both. It was

next to the You-Fray-tees River.
38When Shaul died, Baal-Hananwas king. His father was named Acbor.
39When Baal-Hanan, the son of Acbor, died, Hadad was king. His town was called

Pau and his wife's namewasMehet-abel. Shewas the daughter ofMatred, whowas the
daughter of Me-Zahab.

40This is the list of the tribes that came from Esau. It is a list of the leaders andwhere
they lived.
Timna, Alvah, Jetheh,
41Ohol-i-ba-mah, Elah, Pinon,
42Kenaz, Teman, Mibzar,
43Magdiel and Iram.
These were the tribal leaders in the country called Edom.
Later on, Esau was named the father of the Edomite people.

37
Joseph's story

1 Jacob lived in Canaanwhere his father Isaac had lived.
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2-4This story is about Jacob's family. Jacob's other namewas Israel.
Josephwas bornwhen Jacobwas an oldmanand that iswhy Jacob loved Josephmore

than his other sons.
Jacobmade Joseph a really special coat that had a lot of colours.
When Joseph's brothers saw that their father loved Josephmore than he loved them,

they hated Joseph, and never said anything good to him.
When Joseph was 17 years old, he was out in the paddocks looking after his father's

sheep with his brothers. These brothers were the sons from 2 of Jacob's wives, named
Bilhah and Zilpah.
Joseph went home and told Jacob that he did not like what his brothers were doing.
Joseph had a dream

5-7One day, Joseph had a dream and he told his brothers about it. He said, “I had a
dream last night. All of uswere out in the paddock tying up bundles of long grass, called
wheat. My bundle stood up in the middle and all your wheat stood in a circle around
mywheat. Then your wheat bowed down tomywheat.”

8 Joseph's brothers said to him, “You think youwill be our boss and tell uswhat to do.”
And they hated him evenmore after he told them about the dream he had.

9 Joseph had another dream, and again he told his brothers about it. He said, “Listen,
I had another dream. This time, the sun and the moon and 11 stars bowed down to the
ground in front of me.”

10When Joseph told his father what he saw in his dream, his father growled at him
and said, “You should not tell people that sort of dream. Do you really think that your
mother, your brothers and I will bow down in front of you?”

11 Joseph's brothers were jealous and upset with him, but his father kept thinking
about Joseph's dream all the time.

Josephwas sold by his brothers and taken to Egypt
12-14 While Jacob and all his family were living in the Valley of Hebron, Joseph's

brothers were looking after Jacob's sheep near Shekem. Jacob said to his son Joseph,
“Your brothers are in Shekem looking after my sheep. I want you to go and see if they
are alright, then come back and tell me.”
Joseph said, “Yes I will go.”
But when he got to Shekem, he could not find his brothers or the sheep anywhere.
15Aman saw Joseph wandering around and said, “What are you looking for?”
16 Joseph answered, “I am looking for my brothers. Can you tell me where they are?”
17Theman said, “Theywere here, but I heard them say that theywere going to a place

called Dothan.” So Joseph left Shekem and went and found his brothers and the sheep
in Dothan.

18 Joseph's brothers saw him coming and they started to make plans to kill him.
19They said, “Here comes the boy that has lots of dreams.
20Come on, let's kill him and throw his body into one of the deepwells in the ground.

We can tell everyone that a wild animal ate him. That way, his dreamswill never come
true, and he will never be our boss.”

21-22But Reuben heard their plans and said, “No. Don't kill him, don't even hurt him.
Just put him in one of those drywells here in the dry country.” You see, Reuben planned
to save Joseph later on and give him back to his father.

23When Joseph came to his brother's camp, they grabbed him, took off his special
coat,

24 and threw him into one of the deep wells in the ground. These wells used to have
water in them, but now they were empty and dry.
37:11 Acts 7:9
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25 When Joseph's brothers sat down to eat, they saw a long line of camels coming
towards them. Ishmaelite people were taking these camels from a place called Gilead
to Egypt, a country to the south west. These camels carried big boxes of sweet smelling
leaves, oils and medicine called Myrrh. The Ishmaelites were going to sell all these
things in Egypt.

26While Reubenwas somewhere else, Judah, another one of Joseph's brothers said, “I
don't think it's a good idea to kill Joseph and then try to cover up his death.

27He is our brother, and our own flesh and blood. If we sell him to these Ishmaelites,
we can get rid of him that way.” And his brothers thought it was a good idea.

28When the Ishmaelites,whose othername isMidianites, came to thebrother's camp,
Joseph's brothers pulled him up out of the hole in the ground. The brothers sold him to
the Ishmaelites for 20 pieces of silver. And so, Joseph went to Egypt as a prisoner.

29When Reuben came back to the well, he found that Joseph was not there anymore.
He was so upset he ripped his clothes.

30He went to his brothers and said, “The boy has gone. What am I going to do now?
What will we say to our father?”

31The brothers talked about the problemanddecided to trick their father. They killed
a goat and put some of the blood on Joseph's special coat.

32 Then they went back to their father Jacob and said, “We found this coat. Is it the
coat you gave Joseph?”

33 Jacob looked at the coat and said, “Yes, it is my son's coat. A wild animal has killed
him, torn him apart and eaten him.”

34 Jacob was so sad that he ripped his good clothes and put on rough clothes made
from animal hair. Jacob cried for his son for many days.

35All Jacob's family tried tomakehim feel better but hewas too sad. He couldn't listen
to them and he said, “I will never be happy again. I will be sad for my son until the day
l die.” That is how Jacob cried for his son Joseph.

36When theMidianites got to Egypt, they sold Joseph to aman named Potifar. Potifar
was one of the king's special leaders. Hewas the captain of the guards that kept the king
safe in the government building. The people in Egypt called their king, Pharaoh, and he
was the boss for the whole country.

38
The story of Judah and Tamar

1A little bit later, Jacob's son Judah left the family camp and went to stay with a man
named Hirah in a place called Adullam.

2While he was living there, he met a Canaanite woman who was the daughter of a
man named Shua. They got married and slept together as husband andwife.

3Later on Judah's wife had a baby boy and they named him Er.
4 Judah and his wife slept together again and she had another baby boy, and she

named him Onan.
5 Judah's wife then had another baby boy. Hewas born at a place called Kezib and his

namewas Shelah.
6 Er was Judah's oldest son. Years later, when he was grown up, Judah got a wife for

him. Her namewas Tamar.
7But Er, Judah's firstborn son,was always going against God anddoingbad things and

so God killed him.
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8 Judah said to Onan, his second son, “Your brother Er has died and so by our culture,
you have tomarry his wife Tamar. Go and sleepwith her so that she can have a baby to
keep your older brother's family line going.”

9 But Onan knew that if he slept with Tamar and she had a baby, that baby would
belong to the brother that died and it would not belong to him. So every time he and
Tamar slept together, he would stop half way. He did this so that his brother would not
have children.

10God was really angry with Onan for not doing the right thing for the brother that
had died and so God killed Onan too.

11 Judah said to his daughter in law Tamar, “I want you to go back and live in your
father's house but do not marry anyone else. Wait until my third son Shelah grows up
and then you canmarry him”. So Tamar went back to her father's place. You see Judah
was frightened that his son Shelah would die just like his 2 older brothers.

12Years later, Judah's wife, the daughter of Shua died. And Judah cried for her. When
thesorry timewasfinished, he lefthis campandwent toaplacecalledTimnah. Thatwas
where Judah'smenwere cutting thewool off his sheep. His friendHirah fromAdullam,
went with him.

13 Judah's daughter in law, Tamar, heard that Judah was going to Timnah to cut the
wool off his sheep and she knewwhat she had to do.

14 In that culture, widows wore special sorry clothes. And so to make her plan work,
Tamar stopped wearing her widow's clothes. She put on other clothes and covered her
facewith a cloth, so that no onewould knowwho shewas. Then shewent and sat down
next to the gates of a town called Enay-imwhich was on the way to Timnah.
Tamarremembered Judah'spromise toher. Shehadworkedout that Judah's youngest

son, Shelah, would be the right age tomarry her now. You see, Tamar's 2 husbands had
died, and now it was time for Shelah to be her husband.

15-16When Judah saw the woman sitting next to the town gates he did not know that
thewomanwas his daughter in law. He thought shewas awoman thatwent to bedwith
men for money.
Judah said to her, “Come and sleep withme.”
Tamar answered, “Andwhat will you give me if I sleep with you?”
17 Judah said, “I will send you a young goat.”
But Tamar said, “Can you giveme something of yours to keep until you send the goat.

When I get the goat I will give that special thing back to you.”
18-19 Judah said, “What sort of thing should I give you?”
Tamar said, “Giveme your necklace with your name on it, and your walking stick.”
Judah gave her his necklace and walking stick and they went to bed together.
When Tamar went home, she took the cloth off her face and put on her widow's

clothes again.
Some time later, Tamar knew she was going to have a baby.
20 Judahkepthis promiseand senthis friendHirahback to thewoman Judahhad slept

with. Hirah took a goat so that he could swap it for Judah's necklace and walking stick.
But when he got to the right place, he could not find the woman anywhere.

21Hirah said to themen that lived there, “I am looking for the ceremonywoman that
sleeps with men for money. She was sitting near the gate to Enay-im. Do you know
where she is?”
The men answered, “You have made a mistake. There has never been a ceremony

woman like that here.”
22Hirahwent back to Judah and said, “I didn't find thewoman, and themen that lived

there said, ‘There has never been a ceremonywoman here.’ ”
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23 Judah said, “I kept my promise. I sent the young goat back to her, and you tried to
find her, so do not worry about it. Let her keep those things. If people find out what
happened they will laugh at us.”

24Three months later someone said to Judah, “Tamar your daughter in law has been
sleeping withmen for money, and she is going to have a baby.”
So Judah said, “Bring her here so that we can burn her alive.”
25 The people started to take Tamar to Judah, but she sent a message to him. She

said, “The man who owns these things is the father of my baby. Tell me who owns this
necklace that has a namewritten on it and who owns this walking stick.”

26 Straight away, Judah saw that the necklace and walking stick were his and so he
said, “I didn't let Tamarmarry my son Shelah. That is why she did this. She is right and
I amwrong.”
Judah never went to bed with Tamar again.
27When the time came for the baby to be born, Tamar found that she was going to

have twins.
28Oneof the babies put out his handand thenurse tied a red string around it and said,

“This one was born first.”
29But the baby pulled its handback and the other babywas bornfirst. The nurse said,

“OK, you were in a big hurry to be born first.” So they named him Perez.
30Then the babywith the red string onhis handwas born and they namedhimZerah.

39
Joseph's life in Egypt

1When the Ishmaelites got to Egypt, they sold Joseph to aman named Potifar. Potifar
was an important man in Egypt. He was boss over all the soldiers that guarded the
government building. That was where the king worked.

2Godwas very good to Joseph and helped him to do everything the right way. Joseph
was so good at what he did, he was allowed to live in Potifar's house.

3Potifar saw that God helped Joseph do everything just right.
4And so Potifar was happy with Joseph andmade him the boss over all the people in

his house and over everything he owned.
5 God blessed Potifar's house even more after Potifar made Joseph the boss of

everything that he had. Godmade all Potifar's animals grow fat and his paddocks grow
a lot of food. Joseph was God's man and that is why all these good things happened for
Potifar.

6And so Potifar had no worries, he only had to worry about the food he ate.
Potifar's wife tried to get Joseph to do the wrong thing

7Potifar'swife looked at Joseph and saw that hewas strong and good looking, and she
wanted him. One day she said to him, “Come to bed withme.”

8 Joseph said, “No way. I cannot do that. Your husband trusts me to look after
everything he owns.

9 I am the boss of this house, and your husband has not kept anything from me, just
you. You are his wife and you belong to him, and so there is no way that I will do this
really bad thing that youwantme to do. If I did that bad thing, I would be going against
God.”

10Day after day, she tried to get him to sleep with her, but every day he said, “No.” He
would not listen to her or stay near her.

11-12But one day, when Joseph went into the house to do his work, Potifar's wife saw
her chance to get him. She knew that there weren't any other men in the house and so
she grabbed Joseph's coat and said, “Come to bed withme!”
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But Joseph got out of his coat and ran outside.
13-15When Potifar's wife saw that she still had Joseph's coat in her hand, she got wild

and shoutedout to theworkers, “Lookat this. This coat belongs to thatHebrewstranger.
My husband has let him come intomy house and he has shamedme. He came and tried
to sleep withme like I was his wife, but I screamed and he ran away without his coat.”

16-17 She kept Joseph's coat and when her husband came home she told him the same
story. She said, “That Hebrew stranger you let come into our house tried to shame me.
He tried to sleep withme like weweremarried.

18But I screamed and he ran awaywithout his coat.”
19Potifar listened to his wife's story and got really angry.
20He arrested Joseph and put him in jail where the king's prisoners were kept.
21But again, God was with Joseph and was kind to him. Godmade the boss of the jail

respect Joseph.
22The jail boss picked Joseph to be the next boss under him. Joseph had to look after

everything that happened in the jail. And he was the boss over all the other prisoners
too.

23And so the guard did not have to worry about anything that happened in the jail.
The Lord was with Joseph and helped him do everything just right.

40
Joseph helped 2 prisoners understand their dreams

1-3 Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, had 2 special workers. One man was the baker who
made the king's bread and the other man gave the king his wine in a special cup. But
one day the king got really angry with both of them, and put them in the same jail that
Joseph was in.

4 The jail boss gave them to Joseph and he looked after them. And they stayed in jail
for a long time.

5Onenightboth thebakerand themanwhogave thekinghiswine, haddreams. Their
dreams were different and had different meanings.

6 In themorning Joseph saw that they were upset.
7 So he said to them, “Why do you look so unhappy today?”
8Themen answered, “Weboth had dreams last night, but no one can tell uswhat they

mean.”
Joseph said, “God is the only one who can tell people all about dreams. Tell me what

you saw, and Godwill tell me what theymean.”
9-10 The man who gave the king his wine told Joseph his dream first. He said, “In my

dream I saw a grape vine and it had 3 branches. I watched the branches grow flowers
and then grapes grew from those flowers. They looked ready to eat.

11And I saw that I was holding the king's cup, so I grabbed the grapes and squeezed
them so that the juice ran into the cup. Then I gave the cup to the king.”

12 Joseph said to him, “This is what your dreammeans. The 3 branches are a picture
for 3 days.

13And so, in 3 days time, the king will make you free from this jail and he will let you
go back to your work. You will give the king his wine just like you did before.”

14 Then Joseph said, “Will you do something for me? When you are free, can you be
kind to me and remember to tell the kingmy story? I just want to get out of this jail.

15You see, Iwas stolen frommyHebrewhomeland, Iwas sold as a slave and then later
on, I was put in jail. I have done nothing wrong.”
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16Theking's baker listened towhat Joseph said andhewashappywithwhat heheard.
So he said to Joseph, “I had a dream too. I saw that I had 3 baskets of bread on top ofmy
head.

17 In the top basket there were all sorts of bread that the king likes to eat, but birds
came and started to eat that bread.”

18 Joseph said to him, “The 3 baskets are a picture for 3 days,
19and so, in 3 days time, the kingwill cut off your head and hang your body on a tree.

The birds will come and eat your body.”
20 Three days later, it was the king's birthday and so he gave a big party for all the

leaders that worked for him. He sent someone to the jail to get the baker and the man
that gave him his wine.

21Themanwho gave the king his wine got his job back,
22 but the baker was killed and his body was hung up on a tree. Everything Joseph

said about the dreams, came true.
23But the man who gave the king his wine did not remember his promise to Joseph.

He forgot all about him.

41
Pharaoh, the King of Egypt had a dream

1 Itwas 2 years later that Pharaoh, the king of Egypt had a dream. In his dreamhe saw
himself standing next to the Nile River.

2He saw 7 cows come up out of the river. They were fat and looked really good, and
they started to eat the river grass next to the water.

3 Then Pharaoh saw 7 more cows come out of the river. These cows were ugly and
skinny. They stood next to the other fat cows on the side of the river.

4Then the 7 skinny, ugly cows ate up the 7 good looking fat cows. And the king woke
up.

5Hewent back to sleep again and had a second dream. This time he saw a long piece
of grass, and it had 7 bunches of seeds on the top and they were fat and looked really
good to eat.

6 Then he saw another long piece of grass, but the 7 bunches of seeds on top of this
grass looked thin andweak. They looked like they were burnt by the hot east wind.

7Then theweak thin bunches of seeds, ate the good looking fat seeds. When Pharaoh
woke up he knew it was a dream.

8 In the morning the king was upset. He was worried what the dreams were all
about. And so he sent messengers all over Egypt to get all the clever men andmen that
understood dreams to come to ameeting. He told themwhat he saw in his dreams, but
none of them could tell him themeaning of those dreams.

9 The man who gave the king his wine said, “O King, I have just remembered that I
have broken a promise I made to someone.

10Youwere angry with your baker andme 2 years ago and put us in jail.
11Onenight, the baker and I both had dreams but our dreamswere different. Andwe

did not know themeaning of those dreams.
12But there was a young Hebrewman who worked for the boss of the jail. When we

told him our dreams, he told us themeaning.
13Andwhathe said came true. I gotmy jobbackand thebakerwaskilled andhis body

put up on a tree.”
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14When Pharaoh heard this, he sent someone to get Joseph. They took him out of the
jail, and after he shaved his face and put on clean clothes, they took him to talk to the
king.

15 The king said to Joseph, “I had a dream, but no one can tell me what it means.
Someone said that you can do that.”

16But Joseph said to the king, “I cannot tell people what their dreams mean, but God
can helpme do that.”

17 So Pharaoh told Joseph what he saw in his dream.
He said, “In my dream I was standing next to the Nile River.
18 I saw 7 cows come up out of the river. They were fat and looked really good. They

started to eat the river grass next to the water.
19Then I saw 7 more cows come out of the river. These cows were ugly and skinny. I

have never seen such thin and ugly cows in all of Egypt.
20The skinny, ugly cows ate up the 7 good looking fat cows that came out of the river

first.
21 But then I saw that after the skinny cows ate the fat cows, they stayed skinny and

ugly and no one would know that they had eaten the other 7 cows. Then I woke up.
22 I went to sleep again and had a second dream, but this time I saw a long piece of

grass. It had 7 bunches of seeds on the top and they were fat and looked really good.
23Then I sawanother longpiece of grass, but the 7bunches of seeds on top looked thin

andweak. They looked like they were burnt by the hot east wind.
24Then the weak, thin bunches of seeds ate up the 7 good looking seeds. And I woke

up.
I told my dreams tomy clever men but they cannot tell me what theymean.”
25 Joseph said to Pharaoh, the king, “Both your dreamsmean the same thing, and God

is telling you what he is going to do.
26The 7 good looking cows and the 7 good bunches of seeds are pictures of the same

thing. They are pictures of 7 good years that are coming.
27The 7 skinny ugly cows and the 7 thin weak bunches of seeds that look like the hot

east wind has burnt them, are pictures of the same thing. They are pictures of 7 bad
years that will come after the 7 good years.

28God is telling you what he is going to do, and it will happen just like I said.
29You and all the people in Egypt are going to have 7 good years. All your animalswill

get fat and all your food plants will grow a lot of seeds. Everyone in Egypt will have a
lot to eat.

30When the 7 good years are over there will be 7 bad years. People will forget all
about the 7 good years when everyone had a lot to eat. It will be like the bad years ate
all the good years. Then nothing will grow in the whole country.

31Yes, the 7badyearswill be sohard for everyone, that theywill forget the goodyears.
32God gave you those 2 dreams to let you know what he is going to do. And he will

make it happen soon.
33 I have told you God's message and so it would be good for you to find a man who

knowswhat to do. You shouldmake thatman the boss over thewhole country of Egypt.
34And you Pharaoh, should pick leaders from every part of the country to help that

man do his job.
This is what has to happen. For the next 7 good years, after the farmers have finished

picking up all the food seeds from their paddocks, these leaders have to take one bag
from every 5 bags of seeds that the farmers grow.
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35Then the leaders have to take those bags of seeds andput them into big government
sheds in every town. And put soldiers around those sheds.

36This foodmust be kept safe until the 7 bad years come. Thatway, when the country
does not grow any food, your people will not get too hungry and die.”

Pharaohmade Joseph the leader of Egypt
37 Pharaoh and all the men who worked for him had a meeting and they all liked

Joseph's plan.
38 Pharaoh said to them, “I do not think we can find a better man than Joseph to do

that job. I can see that God's spirit has told himwhat to do.”
39SoPharaoh said to Joseph, “I can see thatGodhas told youwhat to do. Godhasmade

you understand the problem. No one else can do the job better than you can.
40 I am putting you in charge of my house and my government. Everyone in all of

Egypt has to do what you tell them. But remember, I am still the king. I am still your
boss.”

41Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Joseph. You are now the boss over thewhole country
of Egypt.”

42Pharaoh had a ring that had special marks on it. He used this ring to put his special
mark on papers to prove that he hadwritten them. Pharaoh took that ring off his finger
and put it on Joseph's finger to show that Joseph was working for him. And he gave
Joseph really nice clothes to wear and put a gold chain around his neck.

43Pharaoh gave Joseph a chariot to ride in. A chariot is awarwagon pulled by horses.
The king did this to show that Joseph was the second boss over Egypt. And from that
time, everywhere Joseph went in his chariot, soldiers walked in front of him, shouting
out to the people in the street, “Move off the road, and bow down to Joseph.”
In this way Pharaoh showed his people that Joseph was the boss over the whole

country of Egypt.
44 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I am Pharaoh, I am the king, but before anyone in Egypt

does anything, they have to ask you first.”
45And Pharaoh gave Joseph another name. He named him Zafen-ath-Pan-ay-ah and

gavehimawife namedAs-en-ath. Her fatherwasnamedPotifera,whowas anEgyptian
ceremonyman from a town called On.
Joseph went all over the country of Egypt to see what it was like and everyone

respected him as their leader.
46 Josephwas 30 years oldwhen he started towork for Pharaoh, the king of Egypt. He

did not stay in one place but went everywhere in Egypt to see that people were doing
the right thing.

47 In the 7 good years, the whole country grew a lot of food.
48Every time food was grown, the farmers had to give some of their bags of seeds to

the men that worked for Joseph. The workers took the bags of seeds and put them into
the government sheds to keep them safe.

49Theworkers stored somany bags of seeds they stopped counting them. Therewere
just toomany.

50Before the bad years came, As-en-ath, the daughter of Potifera, the ceremony man
in On, gave Joseph 2 sons.

51 Joseph named the first son Manasseh and said, “I called him that because God has
mademe forget all my troubles, and I have even forgotten that I miss my family.”

52 And he named his second son, Efraim and said, “I have had a hard time in this
country, but God has been good tome and givenme children.”
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53-54At the end of the 7 good years, the land in Egypt stopped growing food. It was the
start of the 7 bad years that Joseph said would come.
All the countries around Egypt started to run out of food. But all the Egyptians still

had a lot of food in their own sheds.
55Later on, the people in Egypt hadnothing to eat and so they asked Pharaoh for food.

But Pharaoh said, “Go and see Joseph. He will tell you what to do.”
56When all the Egyptians were hungry and the bad years got worse, Joseph opened

the government sheds and sold the food to the Egyptians.
57All the countries around Egypt were having a hard time too, and when they heard

that Egypt had food, they went to Joseph to buy seeds.

42
Jacob sent his sons to Egypt to get food

1When Jacob heard that there was food in Egypt, he said to his sons, “Why are you
sitting around doing nothing?

2 I have heard that there is food in Egypt. Go down and buy some food and bring it
back here so that we can stay alive.”

3 So 10 of Joseph's brothers left their home in Canaan andwent to Egypt to buy food.
4 But Jacob did not send Joseph's younger brother, Benjamin. You see Jacob was

frightened that something badmight happen to him.
5 A lot of people from Canaan were going to Egypt to buy food, and so Jacob's sons

went with them. All the countries in that part of the world were having a hard time, no
food would grow.

6 Joseph was the boss over all of Egypt and if anyone wanted to buy food, they had to
speak to him. And so, Joseph's brothers went to him and bowed down to the ground in
front of him.

7As soon as Joseph saw his brothers, he knewwho theywere, but he acted like he did
not know them. He spoke hard words to them and said, “Where do you come from?”
His brothers answered, “We come from the country called Canaan. We have come to

buy food.”
8 Josephknewwho theywere, but theydidnot know that hewas Joseph, their brother.
9And Joseph remembered the dreams about them bowing down to him.
He said to them, “I think you are spies. You are looking to see if our country is weak,

so that you can fight us.”
10But they cried out, “No Sir! We are not spies. We are like slaves to you. We justwant

to buy food.
11We are all good men and all have the same father. We are honest men and never

tell lies. We are not spies.”
12 Joseph said, “No. I think you have come to Egypt to seewhere our country isweak.”
13But Joseph's brothers said, “We are 10 of the 12 brothers from the same father and

weall live in the countryof Canaan. We left our little brotherbackhomewithour father,
and we do not knowwhere the other brother is. He is gone and hemight be dead.”

14Then Joseph said, “No. I am right. You have come to find out about our country.
15But I will give you a chance to prove what you say is true. I have the power to say

who can come to Egypt and who can go. I tell you that you will stay in Egypt until the
brother you left behind comes and stands in front of me.

16 I want one of you to go home and bring that brother tome. I will put the rest of you
in jail until he comes back. If he comes backwith his brother I will know that I can trust
41:53-54 Acts 7:11 42:2 Acts 7:12 42:6 Genesis 37:5-10 42:10 Joshua 2:1-24; Judges 1:24; Hebrews 11:31;
James 2:25
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what you say. But if he does not come back I will know that you have told me a lie and
that you really are spies. And the king trusts me to do the right thing.”

17Then Joseph told soldiers to take his brothers to jail.
18They were in jail for 2 days and on the third day, Joseph said to them, “I am a man

who trusts and respects God, and so if you do what I say, you will stay alive.
19You have said that you are honest men that live the right way. Ok, only one of you

has to stay here in jail. The rest of you can go back homewith food to feed your hungry
families.

20But I tell you, you have to bring your little brother back tome. If you do that, then I
will knowwhat youhave said is true and Iwill not kill you.” Thebrothers said to Joseph,
“Wewill do what you say.”

21 They said to each other, “We are getting payback for what we did to our brother
Joseph. All those years agowe saw that hewas really frightened. He asked us again and
again not to hurt him, but we would not listen. That is why we are having this trouble
now.”

22 Jacob's oldest son Reuben said, “I told you not to hurt the boy, but you didn't listen
to me. All of us are getting payback for what we did.”

23 Joseph's brothers were talking in their Hebrew language. They did not know that
Joseph could understand what they were saying. You see he spoke to them in the
Egyptian language and another man told the brothers what Joseph said in their own
language.

24When Joseph heard what his brothers said about payback, he went into another
roomand cried. Andwhenhehad settleddown, hewent back tohis brothers and talked
to them again.
Then Joseph told his soldiers to tie up Simeon and take him away from his brothers

and put him in jail.
25 Joseph told his workers to fill all the brother's bags with food seeds, as well as food

for the trip home. Andhe told hisworkers to put themoney his brothers had paid in the
top of their bags. When all this was done,

26 the brothers put their bags of seeds onto their donkeys and left Egypt to go back to
Canaan.

27 That night, they stopped to camp. One of the brothers opened his bag of seeds to
give his donkey a feed. Straight away he found that his money was right there on the
top.

28He called out to his brothers and said, “Hey, themoney I paid for this food is here in
the top ofmybag.” And all the brotherswere very frightened. They said, “What is going
on. Why is God doing this to us?”

The brothers go back to Jacob.
29When the brothers got back to their home in Canaan, they told their father Jacob

everything that had happened to them.
30They said, “The boss of Egypt said hardwords to us. He said that wewere spies and

were finding out about his country.
31But we said, ‘We are honest menwho live the right way. We are not spies.
32 We told him that we were twelve brothers from the same father, but one of the

brothers had gone and the last one was with you here in Canaan.’
33The boss of that country said, ‘I want tomake sure that you are honestmen that live

the rightway. One of youmust stay behind in Egypt, while the rest of you take food back
to your families.

34 You have to bring your little brother back with you. If you bring him back, I will
know that you are not spies and that you are honest men that live the right way. And I
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will give you back the brotherwho is in jail and all of you can be free to go anywhere in
this country of Egypt.’ ”

35 The brothers emptied all their bags of seeds, and each brother found his money
right at the top of their bags. When Jacob and his sons saw the money, they were all
very frightened.

36 Then Jacob cried out, “What is happening? Do you want me to lose all my sons?
Joseph has gone and now Simeon has gone. Do you want to take Benjamin from me
too? All this trouble is going against me.”

37 Jacob's eldest son Reuben said to his father, “I promise you father. I will look after
Benjamin and bring him back to you. If I do not keepmy promise, then you can kill my
2 sons.”

38 But Jacob said, “No. I will not let you take Benjamin to Egypt. His brother Joseph
is dead and Benjamin is the only son left from my wife Rachel. I am frightened that
something bad will happen to him. If anything happened to him I would be really sad
until I die.”

43
The brothers go back to Egypt

1The land of Canaanwas still not growing any food.
2And sowhen Jacob's family had eaten all the food the brothers got fromEgypt, Jacob

said to his sons, “Go back to Egypt and buy somemore food.”
3But Judah said to his father, “The boss of that countrywarned us. He told us straight,

‘If you do not bring your youngest brother with you, youwill not be allowed to seeme.’
4 If you let us take Benjamin with us, we will go back to Egypt to buy food.
5But if you do not let us take him then we will not go back. The boss of the food said

that he would not talk to us if we did not have our youngest brother with us.”
6 Jacob said, “Whydid you tell theman that you had another brother? You havemade

trouble for me.”
7 The brothers answered, “The man asked us a lot of questions about ourselves and

our family. He even asked if our father was still alive and did we have another brother.
We just answeredhis questions. Wedidn't know that hewould askus to bringBenjamin
to him.”

8Then Judah said tohis father Jacob, “Please father, letme take theboy to see thisman.
We can go straight away and bring food back so that you and all our families can stay
alive.

9 I promise you father that I will keep Benjamin safe and bring him back to you. If I
breakmy promise, then you can blameme for the rest of my life.

10We have wasted toomuch time. We could have been to Egypt and back 2 times.”
11 Jacob said to his sons, “Youwin. I can see that there is no otherway. Take Benjamin

with you, but take the man some presents. Take him some of the best things we have
in this country. You know, some rubbing oil, honey, spices, peanuts, almonds and the
medicine calledmyrrh.

12Oh, yes, take double themoney you took last time. Try and give back themoney you
found in your bags. Maybe someonemade amistake last time.

13Go now and take Benjamin to see theman.
14 I will pray and ask God to make the man be kind to you, that way you can bring

Simeon and Benjamin back to me. If I lose my children, then I lose them, but I will be
very sad.”

15So the brothers left their father's camp and started to go back to Egypt tomeet with
Joseph. They took Benjamin and presents with them. They tookmoney to buy the food
as well as themoney that they found in their bags before.
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16When they got to Egypt, they went to see Joseph. As soon as Joseph saw Benjamin
with his brothers, he told the boss of his house what to do. He said, “Take these men
to my house, kill an animal and get food ready for them. I will have lunch with them
today.”

17The worker did what Joseph said and took the brothers to Joseph's house.
18When they got to his house, the brothers were really frightened to be there. They

said to each other, “He must know about the money that was in our bags last time. He
wants to blame us for taking thatmoney, and he is going to take our donkeys and put us
in his work camp. Wewill have to work for him for no pay. Wewill never get home.”

19-20 Just before they got to the door of Joseph's house, they said to the worker, “Sir,
the last timewe came here, we paid the rightmoney for our food and then started to go
home.

21-22But on the first night, whenwe opened our food bags, we foundmoney inside. It
was the samemoney thatwe paid theman for the food. Wedon't knowhow thatmoney
got into our bags and so we carried it back here again so that we can give it to you. And
we havemoremoney to pay for the food that we want to buy this time.”

23 Joseph's worker said to them, “Don't be frightened. It's all right. Your God, the God
of your father must have put that money back in your bags. You paid me for the food
you got last time.”
Then he went and got Simeon out of jail and gave him back to his brothers.
24Theworker took the brothers into Joseph's house. He gave themwater so that they

could wash their feet and he gave them food for their donkeys.
25The brothers heard that Josephwas going to come home and have lunchwith them

and so they got all the presents ready to give to him.
26 When Joseph came home, they bowed down in front of him and gave him the

presents.
27 Joseph asked them, “How are you? Last time youwere here, you talked about your

old father. Is he still alive?”
28The brothers answered, “Our old father is still alive andwell, and he has heard that

you are a powerful man. If he was here, he would bow down and show you respect.”
Then all the brothers bowed down to the ground again to show respect to Joseph.

29 Joseph and Benjamin had the same mother and father, and when Joseph saw
Benjamin, he said, “You told me that you had a younger brother. Is this him?” Then
he said to Benjamin, “I will pray and ask God to be good to youmy son.”

30 Joseph was so happy to see his younger brother, he felt tears coming into his eyes,
so he ran and looked for somewhere to cry. He went to his bedroom and cried there.

31When he settled down, he washed his face and went back to his brothers in the
other room. Then he told his workers to put the food on the table so that they could eat.

32 The workers put out 3 tables. Joseph ate his food by himself on the first table.
Joseph's brothers ate their food together on another table, and theEgyptianworkers ate
their food on the third table. You see Egyptians did not like Hebrew people and would
not sit down and eat with them.

33When the brothers sat downat their table, theywere shocked tofind that theywere
put in a line by their age, from the oldest at one end of the table to the youngest at the
other end.

34Theworkers took food from Joseph's table andgave it to Benjaminandhis brothers.
Each of the brothers was given one lot of food, but Benjamin got 5 lots of food. Joseph
and his brothers had a good time as they ate and drank together.

43:28 Genesis 37:5-10
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44
Joseph gave his brothers another test

1 Later on, Joseph said to the man that looked after his house and workers, “Fill up
their bags with food, and put their money in the top of each bag again.

2When you fill up the bag that belongs to the youngest man, put my silver cup in the
bag with his money.” The worker did what Joseph said.

3 The next morning, the 11 brothers were allowed to leave with their donkeys and
food bags.

4They had not gone very farwhen Joseph said to theman that looked after his house,
“Go after those men and say, ‘We did good things for you. Why did you pay us back by
doing a bad thing?

5Myboss has a special silver drinking cup. That cuphelps him tofindout things using
signs andmagic. You stole it and so you have done a very bad thing.’ ”

6Theworker followed Joseph's brothers andwhen he found them, he told themwhat
Joseph said.

7But the brothers said, “What are you talking about? Wewould not do that.
8We are good men. We carried back the money we found in our bags last time. And

so wewould not steal any silver or gold from the house your boss lives in.
9Have a look in our bags. If you find the silver cup, then kill the man who owns the

bag and the rest of us will work for you for no pay. Wewill be your slaves.”
10 The worker said to the men, “Ok, we will do as you say, but the man who took the

cup will be our slave and the rest of you can go free.”
11 Straight away, each brother took his bag off his donkey, put it on the ground and

opened it.
12 The worker looked in every bag. He started with the oldest brother until he got to

the youngest brother. He found the silver cup in Benjamin's bag.
13When the brothers saw the man find the silver cup, they ripped their clothes to

show how upset they were. Then the brothers put their bags onto their donkeys and
they all went back to the town.

14When Judah and his brothers went into Joseph's house, Joseph was there waiting
for them. The brothers bowed face down to the ground in front of him.

15 Joseph said, “Why did you do this to me? Didn't you know that a man like me can
find out things by signs andmagic?”

16 Judah said, “We don't know what to say to you. There is no way we can make you
believe that we are not guilty. God has shown that we are guilty and so we will all be
your slaves, not just Benjamin.”

17 But Joseph said, “No. I would not do that. Only the man who stole my cup will be
my slave. The rest of you can go home to your father.”

18 Judah went to Joseph and said, “Sir, I know you are a very powerful man. You are
like Pharaoh himself and so please do not be angry withme. Can I tell you our story?

19The last time wewere here, you asked us, ‘Do you have a father or a brother?’
20Andwe answered you and said, ‘Yes we have an old father, and we have a younger

brother whowas bornwhen our father was very old.’ You see there used to be another
brother, but he is dead. Benjamin is the only child left from that mother and so our
father loves him verymuch.

21You said to us, ‘Bring that brother to me. I want to see him.’
22Andwe said to you, ‘No, we can't bring him to you. The boy cannot leave his father

or his father will die.’
44:15 Genesis 30:27; Leviticus 19:26
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23But you said, ‘If you do not bring your youngest brother, you will not be allowed to
seeme again.’

24 So wewent home and told our father what you said.
25Later, when all the food was gone, our father said to us, ‘Go back to Egypt and buy

us somemore food.’
26We said to him, ‘Wecan't go back there. Theman said that hewould not see us if we

did not take our youngest brother.’
27Then our father said to us, ‘Mywife Rachel only had 2 sons.
28 I lost the first son. A wild animal ripped him apart and I never saw him again.
29Now you want to take Rachel's second son away fromme too. I am frightened that

something bad will happen to him. If anything happened to him I would be really sad
until I die.’

30 So you see, if I go home without Benjamin, I do not know what will happen. That
boy is themost important thing in our father's life.

31 I think if we go homewithout Benjamin, our father will be so sad, he will die and it
will be our fault.

32 Before I left Canaan, I made a promise to my father to keep the boy safe. I said to
him, ‘I promise you that I will bring the boy back to you. If I do not bring him back to
you, you can blameme all my life.’

33 So, can you let Benjamin go homewith his brothers.
34 I can't go home if the boy is not withme. I can't let my father have somuch pain.”

45
Joseph told his brothers who he really was

1When Judah finished his story, Joseph could not stop himself from crying, and so he
said to his workers, “Please leaveme alone with these men.” Then after all his workers
had left the room, Joseph told his brothers who he really was.

2He cried, and hemade somuch noise that hisworkers heard him and everyonewho
worked in the government building heard about it.

3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers
were so frightened, they could not say anything.

4So Joseph said to them, “It's alright, come close tome.” Andwhen they came close, he
said to themagain, “I am Joseph, yourbrother. You soldmeas a slave to those Ishmaelite
men and they ledme here to Egypt.

5But do not be frightened or angry at yourselves for selling me, you see God sent me
here to save the lives of a lot of people.

6This country has not grown any food for 2 years and no food will grow for another
5 years.

7God sent me here to make a way for your families to stay alive.
8 So then, you didn't sendme here, God did. And he hasmademe themost important

person that works for Pharaoh. You see, I am like a father for Pharaoh. I look after him
and I am the boss of the government and I am the boss over thewhole country of Egypt.

9 Iwant you to gohome tomy father as fast as you canand say tohim, ‘Your son Joseph
says, “God has made me the boss over all of Egypt. You have to come to Egypt as fast as
you can.

10 I want you to come and live in a place called Goshen. Bring all your children and
grandchildren, all your animals and everything you have so that you can all live near
me.

11 There is going to be another 5 years when no food will grow, but I will look after
you so that you and all your family will have all the food you need.” ’ ”
45:1 Acts 7:13 45:9 Acts 7:14
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12Then Joseph said to his brothers, “You can see for yourselves, and so can Benjamin,
that I am your brother Joseph.

13 So tell my father how powerful I am here in Egypt. Tell him everything you have
seen and heard. Quick, go and bring him here to me.”

14 Joseph put his arms around Benjamin and they cried together.
15 Joseph cried and kissed all his brothers, and they all sat down to talk.
16When Pharaoh the king of Egypt and all his helpers heard that Joseph's brothers

were in Egypt they were all happy for Joseph.
17 The king said to Joseph, “Tell your brothers to put bags of food onto their donkeys

and go back to Canaan.
18Tell them to bring their father and all their families back tome. I will give them the

best land that I can find in Egypt and theywill have the best food thatwe can give them.
19 Joseph, give them some of our wagons. That way the women and children can ride

in themwhen they come to Egypt. Andmake sure your father comes with them.
20 Tell them not to worry if they have to leave some of their things behind. We will

give them new things, they will be the best things we have here in Egypt.”
21So Jacob's sons did what Pharaoh said. And Joseph gave themwagons and food for

the trip.
22He gave each of his brothers one lot of new clothes, but he gave Benjamin 5 lots of

clothes and a really big bag full of silver money.
23 Joseph sent his father some presents too. He sent 10 donkeys loaded with good

things from Egypt and 10 girl donkeys with bags of seeds and bread and all the food
theywould need for the trip back to Canaan. And Joseph sent evenmore food forwhen
everybody had to travel back to Egypt.

24Then before he sent his brothers away, he said, “Do not argue as you go home.”
25And so, the brothers left Egypt and went home to their father Jacob in Canaan.
26They said to their father, “Joseph is alive, and he is the boss over all of Egypt.” Jacob

was shocked and did not believe them.
27Butwhen he heard everything that Joseph said, and saw all thewagons that Joseph

had sent to carry them back to Egypt, he felt better.
28Then Israel, whose other name was Jacob, said, “I believe you now. My son Joseph

is alive and I will go and see him before I die.”
46

Jacob and his family go to Egypt
1 Joseph's father's namewas Jacob, but God changedhis name to Israel. Sometimes he

was named Jacob and sometimes he was named Israel. And so, Israel and all the other
families took everything they owned and started to go south to Egypt. When they got to
Beersheba, Jacob burnt an animal to show respect to God, the God of his father Isaac.

2That night, God spoke to Israel and said, “Jacob, Jacob.”
And Jacob answered, “Here I am. I am listening.”
3 God said, “I am the God of your father Isaac. Do not be frightened to go down to

Egypt. Your sons are going to have a lot of children and grandchildren, and I am going
to make them into a great nation down there.

4 I will go down to Egyptwith you, and at the right time, I will bring your family out of
that country again. And I promise you, that your son Josephwill be with youwhen you
die.”

5 Then Jacob and all his family left Beersheba. Jacob's sons put their wives, children
and their father into the wagons that the king of Egypt gave them.
45:20 Acts 7:13-14
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6-7When they left Canaan they took all their animals and everything they ownedwith
them.
And so that is how Jacob took his family to Egypt. He took his sons, grandsons,

daughters and granddaughters. Yes, all his family went to Egypt.

Jacob's family
8 This is a list of the names of Israel's sons and the families that went to Egypt. And

Israel's other namewas Jacob.
Reuben was Jacob's first son.
9Reuben's sons were Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron and Carmi.
10 Simeon's sons were Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jakin, Zohar, and Shaul, and Shaul's

mother was a Canaanite woman.
11Levi's sons were Gershon, Kohath, andMerari.
12 Judah's sons were Er, Onan, Shelah, Perez, and Zerah, but Er and Onan died in the

land of Canaan.
Perez's sons were Hezron and Hamul.
13 Iss-a-car's sons were Tola, Puah, Jashub, and Shimron.
14Zeb-you-lun's sons were Sered, Elon, and Jah-leel.
15These sonswere bornwhile Jacobworked for Leah's father Laban inHarran. Jacob

and Leah had a daughter too. Her name was Dinah. There were 33 people in this part
of Jacob's family.

16-18This is a list of the sons JacobhadwithZilpah. Shewas theworkinggirl thatLaban
gave to Leah, and later on, Leah gave Zilpah to Jacob to be another wife.
Zilpah had 2 sons with Jacob.
Their names were Gad and Asher.
Gad's sons were Zefon, Haggi, Shuni, Ezbon, Eri, Arodi, and Areli.
Asher's sons were Imnah, Ishvah, Ishvi, and Beriah, and their sister was Serah.

Beriah's sons were Heber andMal-kiel. There were 16 people in this part of the family.
19 Jacob and Rachel had 2 sons, Joseph and Benjamin.
20While Joseph was in Egypt, he and his wife, As-en-ath had 2 sons, Manasseh and

Efraim. As-en-ath's father was the Egyptian ceremonyman named Potifera. He was an
Egyptian ceremonyman at a place called On.

21 Benjamin's sons were Bela, Beker, Ashbel, Gera, Naaman, Ehi, Rosh, Muppim,
Huppim, and Ard.

22There were 14 people in this part of Jacob's family.
23-25 These are the sons that Jacob had with Bilhah. She was the working girl that

Laban gave to his daughter Rachel, and later on Rachel gave Bilhah to be another wife
for Jacob.
Bilhah had 2 sons with Jacob. Their names were Dan and Naftali.
Dan had a son named Hushi.
And Naftali had 4 sons, named Jar-ziel, Guni, Jezer and Shillem.
There were 7 people in this part of Jacob's family.
26-27And so, there were 66 people in Jacob's family when he travelled to Egypt. But

the wives of Jacob's sons were not counted in that number.
Joseph and his wife, As-en-ath had 2 sons when Joseph lived in Egypt.
There were 70 people living with Jacob when he was in Egypt.

Jacob and the families in Egypt
28Before Jacob and the family got to Goshen, he sent his son Judah to ask Joseph how

to get there. When Jacob and all the families arrived in Goshen,
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29 Joseph told his workers to get his special wagon ready so that he could go andmeet
his father Jacob. As soon as Joseph saw his father, he put his arms around him and
Joseph cried for a long time.

30Then Israel said to Joseph, “Nowthat I have seen that youare alive, I candie ahappy
man.”

31 Joseph said to all of his brothers and their families, “I am going to tell the king that
you are here. I will say, ‘My brothers and all my father's family have left Canaan and
have come to stay withme.

32 They look after farm animals, and they have led all their animals here to Egypt.
They have taken everything they own from Canaan and carried it here.’

33When the king wants you to go and talk to him, he will ask you, ‘What work do you
do?’

34Whenyouanswerhim, youmust showhimrespect and say, ‘Wehavealways looked
after farm animals and our grandfathers from long ago did the same.’ If you say that,
the kingwill let you live here inGoshen, away fromwhere the Egyptian people live. You
see they do not like to live near people that look after sheep.”

47
Jacob asked God to bless Pharaoh and do good things for him

1 Joseph went to see Pharaoh and said to him, “My father, my brothers and all their
families are now living in Goshen. And they have taken everything they own from
Canaan and carried it here to Egypt. All of their animals are here too.”

2Then Joseph took 5 of his brothers to meet Pharaoh, the king.
3Pharaoh asked the brothers, “What work do you do?”
And the brothers answered, “Sir we work for you now. We look after farm animals,

just like our father and grandfather before us.
4We have all come to live in your country for a while. You see our country hasn't got

any food to feed our animals and nothing will grow. Everyone is really hungry, and so
we ask you, can we live in that part of Egypt called Goshen?”

5Pharaoh said to Joseph, “It is really good that your father and brothers have come to
live with you.

6And as you are the boss over all of Egypt, you can let them live wherever you like.
But give them the best land. Let them live in Goshen, and if any of them are really good
at looking after animals, you can let them look after my sheep and cattle too.”

7Then Joseph took his father Jacob tomeet the king. Jacob blessed the king, he prayed
and asked God to do good things for the king.

8Pharaoh asked Jacob, “How old are you?”
9And Jacob answered, “Sir, all my life I have moved from place to place, and I have

had a lot of troubles inmy short life. You see, I am only 130 years old butmy father and
grandfather livedmuch longer than that.”

10Then, before leaving, Jacob said goodbye to the king and blessed him again.
11 Joseph did what the king said. He gave his father and his brothers the best land in

Egypt near a town called Rameses in Goshen.
12 Joseph always made sure that his father, his brothers and everyone in their camp

had all the food they needed.
Joseph got a lot of land for the king.

13People in Egypt and Canaan started to have a very bad time. Everyonewas hungry
and nothing grew for people to eat.

14-15 Joseph took all the money he got from selling the food and put it into the king's
bank. But there came a time when the people had nomore money to buy food. And so,
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the people in Egyptwent to Joseph and said, “All ourmoney is gone. Please give us some
food. If we do not eat soon, we will die right here in front of you.”

16 Joseph answered and said, “Ok. You have run out of money, so now if you give me
your farm animals, I will give you food.

17 So the people took all their farm animals to Joseph. All that year the people gave
their horses, cows, sheep, goats and donkeys to Joseph and he gave the people food so
that they could stay alive.”

18The next year, the people came to Joseph and said, “You know that we do not have
any money and you have all our animals. We have nothing more to sell. All we have is
our land and ourselves.

19Our land cannot grow anything and it looks like it is dead. Might be, the King can
ownour farmsandwewillwork forhim. Wewill behis slaves. Just giveus seeds thatwe
can plant and seeds for food. Thatwaywe can stay alive and our farmswill not become
dry and useless. Please do not let us die.”

20 In the end, the people sold their farms to Joseph who was working for the king of
Egypt. The hard times forced all the people to sell their land and become the King's
slaves.

21Everyone in the whole country of Egypt worked for Joseph and the king for no pay.
They were slaves.

22 The only people that did not have to sell their land were the Egyptian ceremony
men. The king paid them for their work and so they hadmoney to buy food.

23At the end of the bad years, Joseph said to the Egyptian farmers, “You and all your
land belongs to the king, and so I will give you seeds so that you can grow plants for
food.

24When the growing time is finished you have to pick up all the seeds and put them
into 5 heaps that are all the same size. Then you have to take one of those heaps and
give it to the king's workers. The other 4 heaps are for you to keep so that you and your
families have seeds to grow food next year.”

25And all the people said, “You have been good to us and saved our lives and so we
will work for the king.”

26 Josephmade a new law for the country of Egypt, and it is still there today. That new
lawwas, “Anything that grows on the king's farms has to be put into 5 heaps and one of
those heaps belongs to the king.”
The only land in all of Egypt that the king did not own was the land that belonged to

the Egyptian ceremonymen.
Jacob said, “Please do not buryme in Egypt”

27When the Israelitesmoved to the part of Egypt calledGoshen, they bought land and
had a lot of children.

28 Jacob lived in Egypt for 17 years and lived until he was 147 years old.
29When Jacob knew that it was nearly time for him to die, he sent someone to get

Joseph. He said to him, “If you really love me, then put your hand on my leg and make
a promise to me. Promise that you will not buryme here in Egypt.

30 Promise me that after I die, you will take my body out of Egypt and bury it where
my father and grandfather are buried.”
Joseph said, “Yes I will do what you ask.”
31 Jacob said, “Make your promise right now.”
And after Joseph made that promise to his father, Jacob bowed down on his bed and

prayed to God.
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48
Jacob asked God to be good to Joseph's sons

1Some time later amessenger told Joseph that his fatherwas very sick. So Joseph took
his 2 sons, Manasseh and Efraim to see him.

2 Jacob was very weak, but when he heard that Joseph had come to see him, he used
all his strength to sit up in his bed.

3-4When Joseph was with his father, Jacob said to him, “I met God all powerful in a
place called Luz. Luz's other name is Bethel and it is in the country called Canaan. He
blessedme and said, ‘Jacob, I will give you a big family. You will be the father of a lot of
people and I will give this country to all the family that comes after you, forever.’

5 Joseph, your 2 sons, who were born before I came to Egypt are now my sons too. I
say that Efraim andManasseh aremy sons, just like Reuben and Simeon aremy sons.

6But if youhave anymore children later on, theywill be your children, notmine. And
after all the family go back to the land that God promised me, those other children will
get part of the country that Efraim andManasseh are given.

7You see, when I left Harran andwent back to Canaan, yourmother Rachel died near
a place called Bethlehem, and I buried her near the road that goes there. I was very sad
when she died.”

8 Jacob's othernamewas Israel. Israel lookedat Joseph's sonsandsaid, “Whoare these
boys?”

9And Joseph answered, “They are the 2 sons God has givenme here in Egypt.”
Israel said, “Bring your sons close to me so that I can bless them. I will ask God to be

good to them andmake them strong.”
10At this time, Israel was very old and he could not see very well, so Joseph took his

sons closer to his father. Israel put his arms around the boys and kissed them.
11He said to Joseph, “I did not think that I would ever see you again, but God has let

me see you and your children too.”
12Then Joseph took the boys off Israel's knees and then bowed down to the ground.
13 Joseph stood up and put Efraim near Israel's left hand side and he put Manasseh

near Israel's right hand side and thenmoved them closer to his father.
14But Israel crossed his hands over and put his right hand on the head of the younger

son Efraim, and his left hand on the head of the older son, Manasseh.
15Then he blessed them. He prayed and said,
“O God, you are the God that my grandfather Abraham andmy father Isaac believed

in. They trusted you and followed you,
You have ledme and helpedme all my life.
16You always sent angels to saveme from all my troubles.
I ask you to bless these boys. Make them strong and do good things for them, so

that people remember my name and the names of Isaac my father and Abraham my
grandfather.
And, O God, give them a lot of children and grandchildren after them.”
17When Joseph sawhis father cross his arms and put his right hand on Efraim's head,

he got upset. And so he took his father's right hand and tried to put it on Manasseh's
head.

18He said to his father, “No, my father, this is the son that was born first. You should
put your right hand on his head.”

19 But his father would not move his hand. He said to Joseph, “I know that he was
born first. Hewill be a greatman and a big familywill come fromhim. But I tell you the
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younger brother will bemore important than the older brother, and a group of nations
will come from his family.”

20Then Jacob blessed themwith these words and said,
“When Israelite people pray to God and ask him to bless other people andmake them

strong, they will say, ‘O Godmake this person just like Efraim andManasseh.’ ”
In this way Israel made Efraimmore important thanManasseh.
21 Then Israel said to Joseph, “I am about to die, but I know that God will be with all

of my family. And one day God will take you all back to the country your father and
grandfather came from.

22 I am giving you an extra piece of land in Canaan that your brotherswill not get. It is
the country called Shekem that I took from the Amorite people usingmy long knife and
my bow and arrows.”

49
This is what Jacob said to his 12 sons before he died

1Then Jacob sent someone to bring all his sons to him. When they came he said, “My
sons, stand aroundme so that I can tell you what is going to happen to each one of you
later on.”
This is what he said to them.
2 “Listen carefully, sons of Jacob. Listen to your father Israel.
3 Reuben. You were born first when I was young and strong. And you showed

everyone that I could be a father.
You are the first born son. You are strong and you should be the leader for the family.
4But you are like the floodwater. You cannot say, ‘No’ to yourself. You went and slept

with one of mywives. You shamedme, and so you cannot be the leader of the family.
5 Simeon and Levi used their long knives the wrong way and were violent. They are

both like that.
6 I will not sit downwith themwhen they have their secret meetings. I do not want to

knowwhat they are planning to do next.
They were so angry that they killedmen,
and they crippled cattle just for fun.
7 You are too violent and cruel and so this is my curse on you. I will split up your

families and spread them into all the tribes of Jacob. Yes, I will split you up and spread
your families into all the tribes of Israel.

8 Judah. All your brothers will say good things about you. And you will beat all your
enemies. All your brotherswill bowdown to the ground in front of you to show respect.

9 You Judah, my son, are strong like a young lion that has killed an animal. You are
like a lion that is lying down to rest, and everyone is too frightened to wake you up.

10Kings will come from Judah's family. Someone from Judah's line will always sit on
the king's special chair called a throneuntil the real king comes, and thenall thenations
will do what he says.

11That kingwill have a lot of grapevines andwill tie his donkey to the best branch and
if the donkey eats the leaves, the grapevine will still grow grapes.
The king will have a lot of wine, and he will wash his clothes in the best wine that he

has.
12His eyeswill be dark, like the colour of hiswine, andhis teethwill bewhite, just like

milk.
13 Zeb-you-lun will live near the sea, and his country will go nearly to a town called

Sidon. Ships will be safe when they are tied up next to his land.
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14 Iss-a-car is like a big strong donkey that lies downwhen it has a heavy load.
15When Iss-a-car sees that his country is good and that it is a goodplace to rest, hewill

want to live there. But he will be forced to work very hard for other people so that he
can stay there.

16Danwill be the leader of his tribe, just like the other brothers will lead their tribes.
17But Dan's tribe will be small and dangerous, just like a small cheeky snake. Those

snakes lie next to the road and bite horse's legs so that when the horse jumps up, the
rider falls off its back.”

18Then Jacob called out, “O God, I amwaiting for you to saveme.”
And Jacob kept telling his sons what was going to happen,
19 “Badmenwill come toGad and try to steal all his things, but Gadwill fight themand

beat them. He will force them to go away.
20Asher's countrywill grow a lot of food. That foodwill be so good, kings will want to

eat it.
21Naftali is likeawildanimal that runs fast and ishard to catch. The family that comes

fromNaftali will be good looking.
22 Joseph is like a grapevine that grows a lot of fruit.
That strong vine gets its water from a spring, and its branches grow over the wall.
23His enemieswereangrywithhimandwanted tofighthim. They shot a lot of arrows

at him.
24But his arms were strong. And he aimed his bow to shoot arrows back at them.
God is themost powerful one, he is the onewho leads Israel. He is the onewho keeps

Israel safe, he is the one whomakes Joseph strong.
25My God is the one that helps you. My God is the most powerful one, and he is the

one who blesses you andmakes you strong.
He will send good rain to you from the sky, and he will make water come up from

under the ground for you.
He will give you a lot of children and your animals will grow in number.
26 I am asking God to do good things for you. The country or hills can't give you any

help like that.
Joseph is the powerful leader over his brothers and so I am asking God to give Joseph

all the good things I want him to have.
27 Benjamin is dangerous. He is like a wild dog. He and his men are always fighting

other people and taking their things. Then at night he splits up what they have taken
and gives his fighters their share.”

28 Jacob told his 12 sons what would happen to each one of them later on. All the 12
sons had families that were big and they were called the 12 tribes of Israel.

Jacob told his sons what to dowith his body after he died
29-31 Jacob said to his sons, “I am about to die. I want you to take my body back to

wheremy father and grandfather are buried in Canaan. My grandfatherAbrahampaid
money for some country that belonged to a man named Efron from the Hittite tribe.
Abrahamwanted to use the cave in that country as a cemetery, and it is in the paddock
called Mack-pelah on the east side of Mamre. Abraham, Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah are
all buried in that cave. And I buriedmywife Leah there too.

32Remember thatmoneywas paid to theHittite people for that paddock and the cave
and so that cemetery belongs to us.”

33When Jacob finished talking he lay back down on his bed and died.
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50
Jacob died andwas buried in Canaan

1When Jacob died, Joseph kissed and hugged his father's body and cried for a long
time.

2-3 In the Egyptian culture, after an important person died, special doctorsworked on
the body. They put leaves and medicine on it so that the body would not go bad and
smell. Joseph told his doctors to do that to Jacob's body and it took them 40 days. All the
people in Egypt cried for 70 days, to show how sorry they were.

4When the sorry time was finished, Joseph asked the king's leading helpers to give
the king this message

5 Joseph said, “Whenmy fatherwas about to die, hemademepromise to takehis body
back to Canaan andburyhim in the family cemetery. He got that cemetery readybefore
he camedownhere toEgypt. And so just beforehedied, I promised that Iwoulddowhat
he asked. Can I go and burymy father, and then come back.”

6 The king sent his answer back to Joseph, “Yes. You have to keep your promise. Go
and bury your father.”

7-9So Joseph, his brothers, and all the people that livedwith them, left Egypt andwent
back to Canaan to bury Jacob's body. But they left their children and all their animals
behind in Goshen.
All the king'smain helpers and importantworkerswentwith Joseph andhis brothers

toCanaan. Theking sent soldiers togowith Joseph, someof themrodehorsesandothers
rode in war wagons called chariots. And so it was a very big group of people that went
with Joseph.

10 They came to a place called Atad near the Jordan River. In that place there was a
threshing floorwhere the farmers hit the long grass to get the seeds out. When they got
there, all of the people with Joseph cried out loud for his father Jacob for 7 days.

11Therewere Canaanite people living in that part of the country. When they sawhow
sorry the Egyptians were at the threshing floor they said, “Those Egyptian people are
really sad for the person that died”. And so they called the place Abel Miz-ray-im, and
that namemeans, those Egyptians are really sad.

12 Joseph and his brothers did what their father Jacob wanted.
13 They carried his body into Canaan and buried him in the cave that was in the

paddock called Mack-pelah near Mamre. It was the same cave that Abraham paid
money to a Hittite man named Efron so that Abraham's family could use the cave as
a cemetery.

14 Joseph and his brothers buried their father and then went back to Egypt.

The brothers were still frightened of Joseph.
15 Joseph's brothers said to each other after their father died, “We did a lot of bad

things to Joseph. What if he is still angry with us and wants to pay us back for what
we did to him?”

16 So they sent amessage to Joseph that said, “Before he died, this is what your father
Jacob said to us,

17 ‘Go and see Joseph and say to him, “Joseph, wewere wrongwhenwe did those bad
things to you. We are sorry. Please forgive us. Our father is dead now and so we are
asking you to forgive us for what we did to you. All of us belong to the same God your
father respected and followed.” ’ ”
When Joseph heard what they said, he cried.
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18His brothers went to see him and bowed down to the ground in front of him. They
said, “We are like nothing, we are like workmen that belong to you.”

19But Joseph said to them, “Donot be frightened. I amnot God. I amnot a judge to say
that you are guilty.

20Youwanted tohurtme, butGodusedwhatyoudid so that good things couldhappen,
and a lot of people stayed alive.

21Again, I tell you, do not be frightened. I will look after you and all your children.”
Josephkept on saying good things to themandmade them feel better inside themselves.

Joseph's family
22 Joseph and all his family stayed in Egypt for a long time. Joseph lived for 110 years
23and in his life timehe saw that his sonEfraimhad children and grandchildren. And

he saw that his sonManasseh had a son namedMakir and Joseph adoptedMakir's sons
for himself.

Joseph died
24 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am about to die, and I know that God will look after

you. One day, God will lead you out of this country back to the country he promised to
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.”

25 Then Joseph asked all the families that came from his father Israel, to make a
promise. He said, “Promise me that when God leads you out of Egypt, you will take my
body with you and bury it in Canaan.”

26 Joseph was 110 years old when he died. The special doctors worked on Joseph's
body for 40 days so that it would not go bad and smell. When they hadfinishedworking
on his body, they put it in a coffin.
And so, Joseph's body was kept safe in Egypt.
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